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ADVERTISEMENT.

TH E volumes now laid before the Public comprise a

selection from the several Essays originally published by

the Author in the Transactions of the learned Asiatic

Societies, with the addition of four prefaces to works

originally edited or translated by him. It is not his

intention to carry the selection into a third volume.
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I.

A DISCOURSE read at a Meeting of the ROYAL ASIATIC
SOCIETY of GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, on tlte
l5tlt of March 1823.

[From the Transactions ofthe Royal Asiatic Society,
vol. 1" p. niL-xxiii.]

CALLED by the indulgence of this meeting to a chair,
which I could have wished to have seen more worthily filled,
upon so interesting an occasion as the first general meeting
of a Society instituted for the important purpose of the ad
vancement of knowledge in relation to Asia, I shall, with
y'!ur permission, detain you a little from the special business
of the day, while I draw your more paIticular attention to
the objects of the Institution, for the furtherance of which
we are now assembled.

To those countries of Asia, in which civilization may be
justly considered to have had its origin, or to have attained
its earliest growth, the rest of the civilized world owes a
large debt of gratitude, which it cannot but be solicitous to
repay; and England, as most advanced in refinement, is,
for that very cause, the most beholden; and, by acquisition
of dominion in the East, is bound by a yet closer tie. As
Englishmen, we participate in the earnest wish, that this
duty may be fulfilled, and that obligation requited; and we
share in the anxious desire of contributing to such a happy
result, by promoting an interchange of benefits, and re
turning in an improved state that which was received in a
ruder fonn.

But improvement, to be efficient, must be adapted to
the actual condition of things: and hence a necessity for
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2 DISCOlJRSE, &c.

exact information of all that is there known, which belongs
to science; and all that is there practised, which appertains
to arts.

Be it then our part to investigate the sciences of Asia,
and inquire into the arts of the East, with the hope of faci
litating ameliorations of which they may be found suscep
tible.

In progress of such researches, it is not perhaps too much
to expect, that something may yet be gleaned for the ad
vancement of knowledge, and improvement of arts, at home.
In many recent instances, inventive faculties have been
tasked to devise anew, what might have been as readily
copied from an Oriental type; or unacknowledged imita
tion has reproduced in Europe, with an air of novelty, what
had been for ages familiar to the East. Nor is that source
to be considered as already exhausted. In beauty of fabric,
in simplicity of process, there possibly yet remains some
thing to be learnt from China, from Japan, from India,
which the refinement of Europe need not disdain.

The characteristic of the arts in Asia is simplicity. With
rude implements, and by coarse means, arduous tasks have
been achieved, and the most finished results have been
obtained; which, for a long period, were scarcely equalled,
and have, but recently, been surpa8Sed, by polished artifice
and refined skill in Europe. Were it a question of mere
curiosity, it might yet be worth the inquiry, what were the
rude means by which such things have been accomplished?
The question, however, is not a merely idle one. It may
be investigated with confidence, that an useful answer will
be derived. If it do not point to the way of perfecting
European skill, it assuredly will to that of augmenting
Asiatic attainments.

The course of inquiry into the arts, as into the sciences,
of Asia, cannot fail of leading to much which is curious

..



DISCOURSE, &c. 3

and instructive. The inquiry extends over regions, the most
anciently and the most numerously peopled on the globe.
The range of research is as wide as those regions are vast;
and as various as the people who inhabit them are diver
sified. It embraces their ancient and modem history; their
civil polity; their long-enduring institutions; their manners,
and their customs; their languages, and their literature;
their sciences, speculative and practical: in short, the pro
gress of knowledge among them; the pitch which it has
attained; and last, but most important, the means of its
extension.

In speaking of the history of Asiatic nations (and it is
in Asia that recorded and authentic history of mankind
commences), I do not refer merely to the succession of
political struggles, national conflicts, and warlike achieve
ments; but rather to less conspicuous, yet more important
occurrences, which directly concern the structure of so
ciety, the civil institutions of nations, their internal, more
than their external relations, and the yet less prominent,
but more momentous events, which affect society univer
sally, and advance it in the scale of civilized life.

It is the history of the human mind which is most dili
gently to be investigated: the discoveries of the wise, the
inventions of the ingenious, and the contrivances of the
skilful.

Nothing which has much engaged the thoughts of man
is foreign to our inquiry, within the local limits which we
have prescribed to it. We do not exclude from our research
the political transactions of Asiatic states, nor the lucu
brations of Asiatic philosophers. The first are necessarily
connected, in no small degree, with the history of the pro
gress of society; the latter have great influence on the
literary, the speculative, and the practical avocations of
men.

B 2



4 DISCOURSE, &c.

Nor is the ascertainment of any fact to be considered
destitute of use. The aberrations of the human mind are
a part of its history. It is neither uninteresting nor useless,
to ascertain what it is that ingenious men have done,
and contemplative minds have thought, in former times,
even where they have erred: especially, where their error
has been graced by elegance, or redeemed by tasteful fancy.

Mythology then, however futile, must, for those reasons,
be noticed. I t influences the manners, it pervades the lite
rature of nations which have admitted it.

Philosophy of ancient times must be studied, though
it be the edifice or large inference raised on the scanty
ground of assumed premises. Such as it is, most assi
duously has it been cultivated by Oriental nations, from the
further India to Asiatic Greece. The more it is investi
gated, the more intimate will the relation be found between
the philosophy of Greece and that of India. Whichever
is the type or the copy, whichever has borrowed or has
lent, certain it is, that the one will serve to elucidate the
other. The philosophy of India may be employed for a
commentary on that of Greece; and conversely, Grecian
philosophy will help to explain Indian. That of Arabia,
too, avowedly copied from the Grecian model, has preserved
much which else might have been lost. A part has been
restored through the medium of translation, and more may
yet be retrieved from Arabic stores.

The ancient language of India, the polished Sallscrit.
not unallied to Greek and various other languages of
Europe, may yet contribute something to their elucidation,
and still more to the not unimportant subject of general
grammar.

Though Attic taste be wanting in the literary perfor
mances of ARia, they are not on that sole ground to be
utterly neglected. Much that is interesting may yet be
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elicited from Arabic and Sanscrit lore, from Arabian and
Indian antiquities.

Connected as those highly polished and refined lan
guages are with other tongues, they deserve to be studied
for the sake of the particular dialects and idioms to which
they bear relation; for their own sake, that is, for the lite
rature which appertains to them; and for the analysis of
language in general, which has been unsuccessfully at
tempted on too narrow ground, but may be prosecuted,
with effect, upon wider induction.

The same is to be said of Chinese literature and lan
guage. This field of research which is now open to us,
may be cultivated with confident reliance on a succes8ful
result; making us better acquainted with a singular people,
whose manners, institutions, opinions, arts, and produc
tions, differ most widely from those of the West; and
through them, perhaps, with other tribes of Tartaric race,
still more singular, and still less known.

Wide as is the geographical extent of the region to
which primarily our attention is directed, and from which
our association has taken its designation, the range of our
research is not confined to those geographical limits.
Western Asia has, in all times, maintained intimate rela
tion with contiguous, and not unfrequently, with distant
countries: and that connexion will justify, and often rendp,r
necessary, excursive disquisition beyond its bounds. We
may lay claim to many Grecian topics, as bearing relation
to Asiatic Greece; to numerous topics of yet higher in
terest, connected with Syria, with Chaldffia, with Par
lestine.

Arabian literature will conduct us still further. Wherever
it has followed the footsteps of Moslem conquest, inquiry
will pursue its trace. Attending the Arabs in Egypt, the
Moors in Aflica; accompanying these into Spain, and
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cultivated there with assiduity, it must be investigated with
out exclusion of countries into which it made its way.

Neither are our researches limited to the old continent,
nor to the history and pursuits of ancient times. Modern
enterprise has added to the known world a second Asiatic
continent, which British colonies have annexed to the
British domain. The situation of Austral Asia connects it
with the Indian Archipelago: its occupation by English
colonies brings it in relation with Britil;\h India. Of that
new country, where every thing is strange, much is yet to
be learnt. Its singular physical geography, its peculiar
productions, the phrenomena of its climate, present nume
rous subjects of inquiry; and various difficulties am to be
overcome, in the solution of the problem of adapting the
arts of Europe to the novel situation of that distant terri
tory. The ASIATIC SOCIETY of GREAT BRITAIN will
contribute its aid towards the accomplishment of those
important objects.

Remote as are the regions to which our attention is
turned, no country enjoys greater advantages than Great
Britain for conducting inquiries respecting them. Pos
sessing a great Asiatic empire, its influence extends far
beyond its direct and local authority. Both within its
territorial limits and without them, the public functionaries
have occasion for acquiring varied information, and correct
knowledge of the people and of the country. Political
transactions, operations of war, relations of commerce, the
pursuits of business, the enterprise of curiosity, the desire
of scientific acquirements, carry British subjects to the
most distant and the most secluded spots. Their duties,
their professions, lead them abroad; and they avail them
selves of opportunity, thus afforded, for acquisition of ac
curate acquaintance with matters presented to their notice.
One requisite is thcre wanting, as long since remarked by
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the venerable founder of the Asiatic Society of Bengal-it
is 'leisure: but that is enjoyed on their return to their
native country. Here may be' arranged the treasured
knowledge which they bring with them; the written or
the remembered information which they have gathered.
Here are pres~rved in public and private repositories, rna·
nuscript books collected in the East, exempt from the
prompt decay which would there have overtaken them.
Here, too, are preserved, in the archives of families, the
manuscript observations of individuals, whose diffidence
has prevented them from giving to the public the fruits of
their labours in a detached form.

An Association established in Great Britain, with views
analogous to those for which the parent Society of
Bengal was instituted, and which happily are adopted by
Societies which have arisen at other British stations in
Asia, at Bombay, at Madras, at Bencoolen, will furnish
inducement to those who, during their sojourn abroad,
have contributed their efforts for the promotion of know
ledge, to continue their exeltions after- their return. It
will serve to assemble scattered materials, which are now
liable to be lost to the public for want of a vehicle of
publication. It will lead to a more diligent examination of
the treasures of Oriental literature, preserved in publie and
private libraries. In cordial co-operation with the existing
Societies in India, it will assist their labours, and will be
assisted by them. It will tend to an object, first ia im
portance: the increase of knowledge in Asia by diffusion
of European science. And whence can this be so effec
tually done as from Great Britain?

For such purposes we are associated; and to such ends
our efforts are directed. To furUler these objects, we are
now assembled: and the measures which will be proposed
to you, Gentlemen, are designed for the commencement of
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a course, which, I confidently trust, may, in its progress,
be eminently successful, and largely contribute to the aug
mented enjoyments of the innumerable people subject to
British sway abroad; and (with humility and deference be
it Bpoken, yet not without aspiration· after public useful
ness), conspicuously tend to British prosperity as con
nected with Asia.



II.

On the VEDAS, or SACRED WRITINGS of the Hindus.

[From the Asiatic Researches, vol. viii. p. 369-4j6. Calcutta,
]805. 4to.]

IN the early progress of researches into Indian litera·
ture, it was doubted whether the Vedas were extant; or,
if portions of them were still preserved, whether any per
son, however learned in other respects, might be capable
of understanding their obsolete dialect. I t was believed
too, that, if a Brahmana really possessed the Indian
scriptures, his religious prejudices would nevertheless
prevent his imparting the holy knowledge to any but a
regenerate Hindu. These notions, supported by popular
tales, were cherished long after the Vedas had been com
municated to DARA SH UCOH, and parts of them translated
into the Persian language by him, or for his use.'" The
doubts were not finally abandoned, until Colonel POLIER
obtained from Jeyepur a transcript of what purported to
be a complete copy of the Ved08, and which he deposited
in the British Museum. About the same time Sir ROBERT
CHAMBERS collected at Benares numerous fragments of
the Indian scripture: General MARTINE, at a later period,
obtained copies of some parts of it; and Sir WILLIAM
JONES was successful in procuring valuable portions of the
Vedas,_ and in translating several curious passages from one

• Extracts have also been translated into the Hindi language; but
it does not appear upon what occasion this version into the vulgar
dialect was made.
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of them.· I have been still more fortunate in collecting at
Benares the text and commentary of a large portion of
these celebrated books; amI, without waiting to examine
them more completely than has been yet practicable, I shall
here attempt to give a brief explanation of what they chiefly
contain.

It is well known, that the original Veda is believed by
the Hindus to have been revealed by BRAHMA, and to have
been preserved by tradition, until it was arranged in its pre
sent order by a sage, who thence obtained the surname of
VYASA, or VEDAVYASA: that is, compiler of the Vedas.
He distributed the Indian scripture into four parts, which
are severally entitled Bzch, Yajush, Suman, and _4t'har
valza; and each of which bears the common denomination
of Veda.

Mr. WILKINS and SIT WILLIAM JONES were led, by
the consideration of several remarkable passages, to suspe('t
that the fourth is more modem than the other three. It is
certain that MEN v, like others among the Indian .law
givers, always speaks of three only, and has barely alluded
to the _4t'harvana,t without however terming it a Veda.
Passages of the Indian scripture itself seem to support
the inference: for the fourth Veda is not mentioned in the
passage cited by me in a former essay::: from the white
Yajush;~ nor in the following text, quoted from the Indian
scripture by the commentator of the Hick.

• See Preface to MENU, page vi. and tbe Vlorks of Sir WILLIAM

JONES, vol. vi.

t MENU, chap. 11, v.33.

t Essay Second, on Religious Ceremonies. See Asiatic Researches,
vol. vii. p. 251.

§ From the 31st chapter; which, together with the preceding chap
ter (30th), relates to the PnT1t8named'na, 1\ type of the allegorical
immolation of NAllAYANA, or of BR.\IUI.~ in tbat character.

•
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" The R'igveda originated from fire; the Yajurveda
.. from air; and the Sfimaveda from the sun.'''

Arguments in support of this opinion might be drawn
even from popular dictionaries; for AM ERA SIN H A notices
only three Vedas, and mentions the At'harvana without
giving it the same denomination. It is, however, probable,
that some portion at least of the At'ha,'Vana is as ancient
as the compilation of the three others; and its name, like
theirs, is anterior to VY ASA 's arrangement of them: but
the same must be admitted in regard to the Itilifua and
Purfl1uzs, which constitute a fifth Veda, as the At'harvana
does a fourth.

It would, indeed, be vain to quote in proof of this
point, the p,trll11,aS themselveR, which always enumerate
four Vedas, and state the Itihfzsa and PuraOOs as a fifth ;
since the antiquity of some among the Purlu'tas now extant
is more than questionable, and the authenticity of anyone
in particular does not appear to be as yet sufficiently esta
blished. It would be as useless to cite the Maftllfu:a and
Tapan~ya Upanishads, in which the At'harva-veda is enu
merated among the scriptures, and in one of which the
number of four Vedas is expressly affirmed: for both these
Upanishads appertain to· the At'harvana itself. The
mention of the sage AT'H AR V AN in various places through
out the Vedast proves nothing; and even a text of the
Yajurveda;t. where be is named in contrast with the R'ich,
Yajush, and Saman, and their supplement or Brahmafta,

• MENU alludes to this fabulous origin ofthe Vedas (chap. 1. v. 23).
His commentator, MEDHA.TIT'HI, explains it by remarking, that the
R'fgveda opens with a hymn to fire; and the Yajurveda with one in
which air is mentioned. But CUI,I.UCABHATfA has recourse to the
renovations of the universe. "In one Calpa, the Vedas proceeded
from fire, air, and the SUII; in another, from BRAHM A., at his allego
rical immolation."

t Vide rUn.' passim. t In the Tail/ir/yn Up(lni~hnd.

..
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is not decisive. But a very unexceptionable passage may
be adduced, which the commentator of the R'lck has quoted
for a different purpose from the Ch'hltnd6gya Upanishad, a
portion of the Suman. In it, NAREDA, having solicited
instruction from SAN ATCU MARA, and being interrogated by
him as to the extent of his previous knowledge, says, " I
have learnt the R'lgvcda, the,. Yajurveda, the S!unaveda,
the At'harvana, [which is] the fourth, the Itihasa and Pu
runa, [which are] a fifth, and [grammar, or] the VGda of
Vedas, the obsequies of the manes, the art of computa
tion, the knowledge of omens, the revolutions of periods,
the intention of speech [or art of reasoning], the maxims of
ethics, the divine science [or construction of scripture], the
sciences appendant on holy writ [or accentuation, prosody,
and religious rites], the adjuration of spirits, the art of the
soldier, the science of astronomy, the charming of serpents,
the science of demigods [or music and mechanical arts] : all
this have I studied; yet do I only know the text, and have
no knowledge of the soul.'''*'

From this, compared with other passages of less autho
rity, and with the received notions of the Hindus themselves,
it appears, that the Rlcll, Yajush, and Saman, are the three
principal portions of the Veda; that the At'harvana is com
monly admitted as a fourth; and that divers mythological
poems, entitled Itihasa and Purunas, are reckoned a sup-

• Ch'hdndogya Upanishad, ch.7, § 1. I insert the whole passag'<',
because it contains an ample enumeration of the scil'ncl's. The names
by which grammar and the rest are indicated in the originsl text.are
obscure; but the annotatiolls of SANCARA explain them. This, like
any other portion of a Vida where it is itself named (for a few other
instances occur), must of course be more modern than another part
to which the name had been previously assigned. It will hereafter be
shown, that the Vedas are a compilation of prayl'rs, caliI'd mantras ,
with a collection of precepts and maxims, entitled BrdhmafUl, from
which last portion the Upanishad is I'xtracted. The prayers are
properly the Vedas, and apparently prcceded the Brdhmana.
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plement to the scripture; and as such, constitute a fifth
Veda.·

The true reason whf tho. thrli(e fi~t Vedas'are oftetl me~
tioned without, any notice of, the fourthJ must be. sought,
not in 'their different origin an<L.antiquitr, but in ,the diffe-'
rence of th~ use· and ,Purport. Prayers employed'" at ....
solemn rites, called yajnyas, have been placed in the three'
priJlcipal Vedas,: those ",hich ,are in Pl'Ose artl named Ya
jush; such as are in m~tre are denominated Rtch; and

I

some, which are intended to be chanted, are called Saman:
and these names, as distinguishing' different portions of the
VUar" are anterio; \ to their separation f in VY AS A'S cofn
pilation. But the _4t'lwTV(lOO not be\ng used at th~ reli
gious cerem~nies abovementioned, and ,containing prayers
employed at'lustratidns, at rites rconciliating the deities, and
as imprecations on enemies, is essentially different from the
other,Yedas; as is rem~rked by the" author or an elemen
tary ~eatise on the classification of the Indian sciences.t

But different schools of priests have admitted some varia
tions in works which appear under the same title. This
circumstance is accounted for by the commentators on the
Vedas, who relate the following story taken from PUTaoos

• "'hen the study of the Indian scriptures was more general than
at present, especially among the Brdlzmanas of Canyacuhja, learned
pril'sts derivpd titles from the numher of VUas with which they
were conversant. Since every prie~t was hound to study one Veda, no
title wa.q derived from the fulfilment of that duty; but a person who
had studied two VidflS was surnamed Dwividij 0111' who was con·
versant with three, Trivedi; and one ver~ed in four, Clwtu1'fJedi:
as the mythological poems were only fig-uratively called a Veda no
distinction appears to have been derived from a knowledge of them
ill addition to the four scriptu'res. The titles ahovementioned have
become the surnames of families among the Brtiltmens of Can6j, and
are corrupted by vulgar pronunciati.on into D6bi, Tiware, and

CluwLe.

t MAD'H.U8UDAl\'A SARASWATf, in the Prast'htinabMdn.
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and other authorities. V Y AS A having compiled and ar
ranged the scriptures, theogonies, and mythological poems,
taught the several Vedas to as many disciples: viz. the
Rlek to PAlLA, the Yajusk to VAISAMPAY ANA, and the
Saman to JAIMINI; as also the At'harvana to SUMANTU,

and the Itihasa and PUTanas to SUT A. These disciples
instructed their respective pupils, who becoming teachers in
their tum, communicated the knowledge to their own dis
ciples; until at length, in the progress of successive in
struction, so great variations crept into the text, or into the
manner of reading and reciting it, and into the no less
sacred precepts for its use and application, that eleven hun
dred different schools of scriptural knowledge arose.

The several Sanhitas, or collections of prayers in each
Veda, as received in these numerous schools or variations,
more or less considerable, admitted by them either in the
arrangement of the whole text (including prayers and pre
cepts), or in regard to particular portions of it, constituted
the Sac'llas or branches of each Veda. Tradition, preserved
in the Purfu1as, reckons sixteen Sanhitas of the Rlgveda;
eighty-six of the Yajush, or including those which branched
from a second revelation of this Veda, a hundred and one;
and not less than a thousand of the Sdmaveda, besides
nine of the At'harvana. But treatises on the study of the
Veda reduce the Sac'lt!Ls of the Rich to five; and those of
the Yajusk, including both revelations of it, to eighty-six."

The progress by which (to use the language of the Pu
ranas) the tree of science put forth its numerous branches
is thus related. P A I LA taught the R'tgl,eda, or BahvTlch,
to two disciples, BABCALA and INDRAPRAMATI. The
first, also called BAH CALI, was the editor of a Sanhita, or

• The authorities on which this is stated are chiefly the Vishnu
pnraha, part 3, chap. 4, and the Vijeyavilasa on the study of scripture;
also the C/wrahavY'lha, on the .Sac'h{is of the Vedas.
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collection of prayers, and a Sac'lta bearing his name still
subsists: it is said to have first branched into four schools;
afterwards into 'three others. INDRAPRAMATI communi
cated his knowledge to his own son MANDUcEYA, by
whom a Sanltita was compiled, and from whom one of the
sac'hits has derived its name. VfWAMITRA, surnamed
SACALYA, studied unde~ the same teacher, and gave a
complete collection of prayers: it is still extant; but is
said to have given origin to five varied editions of the same
text. The two other and principal sac'ltas of the RIch
are those of ASWALA.YANA and SANC'HYAYANA, or per
haps C AU SHiTAci: but the Vishnu purana omits them,
and intimates, that SACAPlJRNI, a pupil of IN DRAPRA
MATI, gave the third varied edition from this teacher, and
was also the author of the Niructa: if so, he is the same
with Y1sCA. His school seems to have been subdivided
by the formation of three others derived from his disciples.

The Yqjush or Ad'hwaryu, consists of two different
Vedas, which have separately branched out into various
sac'has. To explain the names by which both are distin

guished, it is necessary to notice a legend, which is gravely
related in the Puraruu; and the commentaries on the Veda.

The Yajush, in its original form, was at first taught by
V AISAM PAY ANA to twenty-seven pupils. At this time,
having instructed YAJNYAWALCYA, he appointed him to
teach the Veda to other disciples. Being afterwards of
fended by the refusal ofYAJNYAWALCYA to take on him
self a share of the sin incurred by VAISAMPAYANA, who
had unintentionally killed his own sister's son, the resentful
preceptor bade YAJN YAW ALCY A rdinquish the science
which he had learnt.· He instantly disgorged it in a
tangible form. The rest of V AIsA MP .hANA's disciples

• The Vishnu purana, part 3, chap. 5. A different motive of respnt·
ment is assignpd by others.
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recelVlng his commands to pick up the disgorged VUa,
assumed the form of partridges, and swallowed these texts
which· were soiled, and for this reason termed "black:"
they are also denominated TaittMya, from tittiri, the
name for a partridge.

YAJNYAWALCYA, overwhelmed with sorrow, had re
course to the sun; and through the favour of that luminary
obtained a new revelation of the Yajush, which is called
" white" or pure, in contradistinction to the other, and is
likewise named Vajasaneyi, from a patronymic, as it should
seem, OfYAJNYAWALCYA himself; for the Veda declares,
" these pure texts, revealed by the sun, are published by
YAJNYAWALCYA, the offspringofVAJASANI."· But, ac
cording to the Vishnu purfl1ia (3. 5. ad finem), the priests
who studied the Yajush ~re called Vajins, because the sun,
who revealed it, assumed the form of a horse (vajin).

I have cited this absurd legend, because it is referred to
by the commentators on the white Yajush. But I have
yet found no allusion to it in the Veda itself, nor in the
explanatory table of contents. On the contrary, the index
of the black Yojush gives a different and more rational
account. VAISAMPAYANA, according to this authority,t
taught the Yajurveda to YASCA, who instructed TITTIRI:t
from him UC'HA received it, and communicated it to
ATREYA; who framed the Sac'ha, which is named after
him, and for which that index is arranged.

• Vl·'t:ltad Aranyaca ad calcem. The passage is cited by the com
mentator on the R't:gIJeda. In the index likewise, Y.bNYAWAI,CYA

is stated to have received the revelation from the sun.
t Can8tinucrama, verse 25. This index indicatorius is formed for

the Atrey't StiC'hli. Its author is CUN-DINA, if the text (verse 27) be
rightly interpreted.

t This agrees with the etymology of the word Taittiriyaj for ac
cording to grammarians (see PAN-INI 4, iii. 102), the derivative here
implles ' recited by Tittiri; though composed by Il differl'nt person.'
A similar explanation is given by commentators on the Upanishads.

L.
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The white Yajruk was taught by YAJNYAWALCYA to
-fifteen pupils, who founded as many schools. The most
-remarkable of which are the sac'kas of CANWA and
MADHYANDINA; and next to them, those of the Jabalas,
Baud'kaya7UU, and Tapanfyas. The other branches of
the Yajusk seem to have been arranged in several classes.
Thus the Cltaracas, 01' students of a sac'ka, so denomi
nated from the teacher of it, CHARACA, are stated as
including ten subdivisions; among which are the Cat'has,
or di~iplesOfCAf'HA, a pupil of V AISAMPAYANA; as also
th S '"A d :u"' , "e lpetaswataras, .n.upamanyavas, an .J.ua'&trayanzycu:
the last-mentioned comprehend seven others. In like man
ner, the Taittir~yacasare, in the first instance, subdivided
into two, the Auc'kyayas and CkMUliceyas; and these last
are again subdivided into five, the ApastamMyas, &c.
Among them, .A.PASTAMBA'S 8ac'ha is still subsisting; and
so is .A.TREYA'S among those which branched from UC'HA:
but the rest, or most of them, are become rare, if not alto
gether obsolete.

SUMANTU, son of JAIMINI, studied the Samaveda, or
Ch'Mnd6gya, under his father: and his own son, SVCAR
MAN, studied under the same teacher, but founded a dif
ferent school; which was the origin of two others, derived 
from his pupils, HIRANYANABHA and PAUSHYINJI, and
thence branching into a thousand more: for L6cACSHI,
CUf'HUMI, and other disciples of PAUSHYINJI, gave their
names to separate schools, which were increased by their
pupils. The sac'ka entitled Caut'ltumi still subsists. HI
RANYANABHA, the other pupil ofSucARMAN, had fifteen
disciples, authors of Sankitas, collectively called the nor
thern Samagas; and fifteen others, entitled the southern
Samagas: and CRITI, one of his pupils, had twenty-four
disciples, by whom, and by their followers, the other schools
were founded. Most of them are now lost; and, according

VOL. J. C
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to a legend, were destroyed by the thunderbolt of IN'DRA.

The principal Sac'na now subsisting is that of the Ralta
yantyas, including seven subdjvisions; one of which is en
titled Caut'humi, as above-mentioned, and comprehends six
distinct schools. That of the Talavacaras, likewise, is
extant, at least, in part: as will be shown in speaking of
the Upanishads.

The At'harva-veda was taught by SUMANTU to his pupil
CABAND'HA, who divided it between Df>vADARSA and
PAT'HY A. The first of these has given name to the sac'hfJ
entitled DeVadar8~; as PIPPA-.iDA, the last of his four
disciples, has to the Sac'ha of the Paippalfu1is. Another
branch of the At'harvana derives its appellation from
.SAUNACA, the third of PAT'HYA'S pupils. The rest are
of less note.

Such is the brief history of the Veda deducible from the
anthorities before cited. But those numerous Sac'has did
not differ so widely from each other, as might be inferred
from the mention of an equal nuniber of Sanhitas, or dis
tinct collections of texts. In general, the various schoPIs
of the same Veda seem to have used the same assemblage
of prayers; they differed more in their copies of the pre-

. cepts or Brahmanas; and some received into their canon
of scripture, portions which do not appear to have been
acknowledged by others. Yet the chief difference seems
always to have been the use of particular rituals taught in
aphorisms (sutras) adopted by each school; and these do
not constitute a portion of the Veda, but, like grammar and
astronomy,. are placed among its appendages.

It may be here proper to remark, that each Veda con
sists of two parts, denominated the Mantras and the Brah
manas, or prayers and precepts. The complete collection
of the hymns, prayers, and invocations, belonging to one
Veda, is entitled its St1:nhita. Every other portion of IndilUl
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scripture is included under the general head of divinity
(BrfJhmalza). 1'his comprises precepts which inculcate
religious duties, maxims which explain these precepts, and
arguments which relate to theology.. But, in the pt'escnt

arrangement of the Vedas, the portion which contains pas-
sages called Brakmaltas, includes many which are strictly
prayers or Mantras. The theology of the Indian scripture
comprehending the argnmentative portion entitled Vedfmta
is contained in tracts denominated UpanisluuU, some of
which are portions of the Brahmalza properly so called,
others are found only in a detached form, and one is a part
of a Sadita itself.

On tke RYGVEDA.

THE Sankit6. of the first V6dat contains mantras, or
prayers, which for the most part are encomiastic, as the
name of the R'igveda implies.+ This collection is divided
into eight parts (c'nafUla), each of which is subdivided into
as many lectures (ad'hyfJga). Another mode of division

• The explanation here given is taken from the Prast'hana
Mida.

t I have several copies of it, with the conesponellnA" index"for
the sacalya SIJc'ha i and also an excellent commentary by ShAiA'
CHARYA. In another collection of mantras, belongillg to the Aiwa·
lfJ.yani Sac'ltfJ. of this Vida, I finel the first few sections of each lecture
D.A""ee with the other copies, but the rest of tIle sections are omitted'.
I question whether it he illteooed 88 Ii complete eopy foc that Sac'ha.

t Derived £rom the verb r'fch, to laud; and properly signifying
any prayer or hymn, in which a deity is pQlised. As those are
mostly in verse, the term becomes also applicahle to such passages
of any Vida as are reducible'to measure, according to the rules of
prosody. The first Vida, in V YASA'S compilation, eomprt"hendin~

most of these text~, is called the R~gvida; or as expressed in the
Commentary on the Index, " because it abounds with such texts
(rick)."

c 2
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also runs through the volume, distinguishing ten books
(m6l"llala), which are subdivided into more than a hundred
chapters (anuv6.ca), and comprise a thousand hymns or in
vocations (sucta). A further subdivision of more than two
thousand sections (barga) is common to both methods; and
the whole contains above ten thousand verses, or rather
stanzas, of various measures.

On examining this voluminous compilation, a systema
tical arrangement is readily perceived. Successive chapters,
and even entire books, comprise hymns of a single author;
invocations, too, addressed to the same deities, hymns
relating to like subjects, and prayers intended for similar
occasions, are frequently classed together. This requires
explanation.

In a regular perusal of the Veda, which is enjoined to all
priests, and which is much practised by Mahrattas and
Telingas, the student or reader is required to notice, espe
cially, the author, subject, metre, and purpose of each
mantra, or invocation. To understand the meaning of the
passage is thought less important. The institutors of the
Hindu system have indeed recommended the study of the
sense; but they have inculcated with equal strenuousness,
and more success, attention to the name of the R'ishi or
person by whom the text was first uttered, the deity to
whom it is addressed, or the subject to which it relates,
and also its rhythm or metre, and its purpose, or the reli
gious ceremony at which it should be used. The practice
of modern priests is conformable with these maxims. Like
the Koran among the Muhammedans, the Veda is put into
the hands of children in the first period of their education;
and continues afterwards to be read by rote, for the sake of
the words, without comprehension of the sense.

Accordingly the Veda is recited in various superstitious
modes: word by word, either simply disjoining them, or
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else repeating the words alternately, backwards wId for
wards, once or oftener. Copies of the Rlgvf:da WId Yajush
(for the S[l1naveda is chWlted only) are prepared for these
WId other modes of recital, WId are called Pada, emma,
Jata, Ghana, &c. But the various ways of inverting the
text are restricted, as it should appear, to the principal
Vedas; that is, to the original editions of the R'igveda and
Yajush: while the subaequent editions, in which the text
or the arrWJgement of it is varied, being therefore deemed
subordinate sac'hO,s, should be repeated only in a simple
manner.

It seems here necessary to justify my interpretation of
what is called the" R,shi of a mantra." The last tenn
has been thought to signify an incWltation rather than a
prayer: WId, so far as supernatural efficacy is ascribed to
the mere recital of the words of a mantra, that interpre
tation is sufficiently accurate; and, as such, it is undoubt
edly applicable to the unmeaning incantations of the Man
tra-Sfutra, or Tantras and Agamas. But the origin of the
tenn is certainly different. Its derivation fl'om a verb. which
signifies' to· speak privately,' is readily explained by the
injunction for meditating the text of the Veda, or reciting it
inaudibly: and the import of any mantra in the IndiWl
scriptures is generally found to be a prayer, containing either
a petition to a deity, or else thanksgiving, praise, and ado
ration.

The R'ishi or saint of a mantra is defined, both in the
index of the R'igveda and by commentators, "he by whom
it is spoken:" as the Devata, or deity, is " that which
is therein mentioned." In the index to the Vajasaneyz
Yajurveda, the R'Islti is interpreted" the seer or remem
berer" of the text; and the Devata is said to be " con
tained in the prayer; or [named] at the commencement of
it; or [indicated as] the deity, who shares the oblation or
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the praise." Conformably with these definitions, the deit.y
that is lauded or supplicated in the prayer is its Devata;
but in a few passages, which contain neither petition nor
adoration, the subject is considered as the deity that is
spoken o£ For example, the praise of generosity is the
Devato' of many entire hymns addressed to princes, from
whom gifts were received by tlie authors.

The Rzshi, or speaker, is of course rarely mentioned in
the mantra itself: but in some instances he does name him
self. A few passages, too, among the mantras of the Veda
are in the form of dialogue; and, in such cases, the dis~

coursers were alternately considered as Rzshi and Devata.
In general, the person to whom the passage was revealed,
or according to another .gloss, by whom its use and appli
cation was first discovered,· is called the R'ishi of that
mantra. He is evidently then the author of the prayer;
notwithstanding the assertions of the Hindus, with whom
it is an article of their creed, that the Vedas were com
posed by no human author. It must be understood, there
fOre, that in affirming the primeval existence of their
seriptures, they deny these works to be the original compo
sition of the editor (VYAS A), but believe them to have been
gradually revealed to inspired writers.

The names of the respective authors of each passage
are preserved in the Allucramanf, or explanatory table of
contents, which has been handed down with the Vhla it-

• Translating literally, " the R'ishi is he hy whom the text was
Sl'en." PAN-INI (4. Ii. 7> employs the same term in explaining the
import of derivatives used as denominations of passage. in BCrip>
ture; and his commentators concur with those of the Vida in the
explanation here given. By R'(ski is generally meant the supposed.
inspired writer; sometimes, however, the imagined inspirer is called
the Rlski or saint of the text; and at other times, 8S above noticed,
the 4ialogist or speaker of the sentence.
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self, and of which the authority is unquestioned.· Accord

ing to this index, VISWAMITRA is author of all the hymns

contained in the third book of the Rlgveda; as B HA

RA DW AJA is, with rare exceptions, the composer of those
collected in the sixth book; V ASISHf'HA, in the seventh;

GRITSAMADA, in the second; VAMADEVA, in the fourth;

and BUD'HAt and other descendantsof ATRI, in the fifth.

But, in the remaining books of this Veda, the authors

are more various: among these, besides AGASTY A, CASYA

PA son of MARicHI, ANGIRAS, JAMADAGNI son of

BHRIGu, PARASARA fitther of VYASA, G6TAMA and his

son N6D'HAS, VR'lHAsPATI, NAREDA, and other celebrated

Indian saints, the most conspicuous are CANwA, and his

numerous descendants, MED'HA-TIT'HI, &c.; MAD'Hu

CH'HANDAs,andothersamongtheposterityofVISWAMITRA;

SUN ASEP'HA son of AJIGARTA; CUTSA, HlRANYASTUYA,

SAVY A, and other descendants of ANGIRAS; besides many
other saints, among the posterity of personages abovemen
tioned.

It is worthy of remark, that several persons of royal
birth (for instance, five sons of the king VRIHANGIR; and

TRAYYARUNA and TRASADASYU, who were themselves

kings,) are mentioned among the authors of the hymns

which constitute this Veda: and the text itself, in some

places, actually points, and in others obviously alludes, to

• It appears from a passage in the Vi,jeya vi/lisa, as also from
the VUadlpa, or abridged commentary on the Va,jasamy" as well as
from the index itself, that C,bYAYANA is the acknowledged author
of the index to the white Ya,jush. That of the R~gveda is ascribed by
the commentator to the same CATYAYANA, pupil of SAUNAOA. The
several illdeXe& of the Veda contribute to the preservation of the ge·
:llUine text; ll8}lecially where the metre, or the number of .syllables,
is stated, as is generally the cue.

t First of the name, and progenitor of the race of kings called
, children of the moon.'
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monarchs, whose names are familiar in the Indian heroic his
tory. As this fact may contribute to fix the age in which the
Veda was composed, I shall here notice such passages of
this tendency as have yet fallen under my observation.

The sixth hymn of the eighteenth chapter of the first
book is spoken by an ascetic named CACSHIVAT, in praise
of the munificence of SWANAYA, who had conferred im
mense gifts on him. The subject is continued in the seventh
hymn, and concludes with a very strange dialogue between
the king BHAY AYAVYA and his wife R6MASA, daughter of
VRYHAsPATI. It should be remarked,concerning CACSHI
VAT, that his mother Uhc was bondmaid of king ANGA'S

queen.
The eighth book opens with an invocation which alludes

to a singular legend. ASANGA, son of PLA Y6GA, and his
successor on the throne, was metamorphosed into a woman;
but retrieved his sex through the prayers of MED'HYA
TIT'HI, whom he therefore rewarded most liberally. In
this hymn he is introduced praising his own munificence;

and, towards the close of it, his wife SASWATI, daughter
of ANGIRAS, exults in his restoration to manhood.

The next hymns applaud the liberality of the kings V 1

BHINDU, PACAST'HA MAN (son of CURAYAN A), CURUNGA,
CASU (son of CHEDi), and TIRINDIRA (son of PARASU),

who had severally bestowed splendid gifts on the respective
authors of these thanksgivings. In the third chapter of
the same book, the seventh hymn commends the generosity
of TRASADASYU, the grandson of MAND'H_hR'I. The
fourth chapter opens with an invocation containing praises
of the liberality of CHITRA; and the fourth hymn of the
same chapter celebrates VARU, son of SUSHAMAN.

In the first chapter of the tenth book there is a hymn to
water, spoken by a king named SIND'HuDwIPA, the son of

Al\IBARISHA. The seventh chapter contains several pas-
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sages, from the fifteenth to the eighteenth sucta, which
allude to a remarkable legend. ASAMATI, son or descen
dant of IcsHwAcu, had deserted his former priests and
employed others: the forsaken Brahmanas recited incanta
tions for his destruction: his new priests, however, not
only counteracted their evil designs, but retaliated on them,
and caused the death of one of those Brahmanas: the test
recited these prayers for their own preservation, and for the
revival of their companion.

The eighth chapter opens with a hymn which alludes to
a story respecting NABHANEDlSHf'HA, son of MENU, who
was excluded from participation with his brethren in the
patemal inheritance. The legend itself is told in the Aita
Teya Brahmana,. or second portion of the R'igveda.

Among other hymns by royal authors in the subsequent
chapters of the tenth book of the Sanllita, I remark one by
M..iND'HATRI, son of YUVANASWA, and another by SIVI,
son of USiN ARA, a third by V ASUMANAS, son of R6HI
DASWA, and a fourth by PRATARDANA, son ofDIV6DASA,
king of CfL.n. . --

The deities invoked appear, on a cursory inspection of I
the Veda, to be as various as the authors of the prayers
addressed to them: but, according to the most .ancient

annotations on the Indian scripture, those numerous names
ofpersons and things are all resolvable into different titles of
three deities, and ultimately of one god. The Nig'hanti,
or glossary of the vedas, concludes with three lists of names
of deities: the first comprising such as are deemed syno
nymous with fire; the second, with air; and the third,
with the SUll.t In the last part of the Niructa, which
entirely relates to deities, it is twice asserted that there are

• In the second lecture and fourteenth section of the fifth book.

t Nig'hanli, or first part of the Nirltcta, c.5.
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but three gods; , Tisra eva devatah.'fI The further infe
rence, that these intend but one deity, is supported by many
passages in the Veda; and is very clearly and concisely
stated in the beginning of the index to the R'tgveda, on
the authority of the Niructa and of the Veda itself.

, v' v h' " '6 h • , J!._ '.I. asya vacyam, sa rzs '/,r; ya ten c yate, sa c.u;-vata;
yad ac.,hara-parimo,{w,m, tach ch'kand6. Art'kepaava r'lsh
ay6 d6vatas ch'hand6bkir abhyrufltavan.

, TISRA EVA DEVATAH; cshity-antaricsha-dyu-st'hana,
agnir vayuh mrya ity: evam vyahr'ttayak pr6cta vyastalt ;

, , .,. 0" _J' 1 'somastanam praJapat'/,r. ncara sarvauevatyafl, para,-
mesht'hy6 va, brahm6, daiv6 va, ad!kyalmicas. Tat tat
st'hlina anyas tad vibhutayah; carma przt'hactwlul d'Iti
przthag abkid'hana stutay6 bhavanty: ~c'aiva va mahan
atma devata; sa surya ity achacsltate; sa Iti aaroa-Mut'
alma. Tad uctam rultill,a: " SURYA ATMA JAGATAS

TAST'HUSHAS CH'ETI." Tad vibhutay6' nya devatas. Tad
apy ctad r'lshin' 6ctam: "INDRAM MITRAM VARUNAM

AGNIM AHUR iti."
'TheR'ishi [of any particular passage] is he whose speech

it is; and that which is thereby addressed, is the deity [of
the text] : and the number of syllables constitutes the metre
[of the" prayer]. Sages (R'ishis) solicitous of [attaining]
particular objects, have approached the Gods with [prayers
composed in] metre.

, The deities are only three: whose places are, the earth,

• In the second and third sections of the twelfth chapter, or lec
ture, of the glossary and illustrations of the Veda. The Niructa
consists of three parts. The first, a glossary, as above-mentioned,
comprises five short chapters or lectures; the second, entitled Nai
!lama, or the first half of the Niructa, properly so called, consists of
six long chapters; and the third, entitled Daivata, or second half of
the proper Niructa, contains eight more. The chapter here cited is
marked as the twelfth, including the glossary, or seventh exclusive
of it.
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the intermediate region, and beaven: [namely] fire, air,
and the Sull. They are pronounced to be [the deities] of i
the mysterious na~ severally; and (PRAJAPATI) the i,
lord of creatures is [the deity] of them collectively. The \
syllable 0'"" intends every deity: it belongs to (Para- \
mesh/:ht) him who dwells in the supreme abode; it apper- i

taillS to (Brakme) the vast one; to (Deva) God; to (Ad'hy
alma) the superintending soul. Other deities belonging to
those several regions are portions of the [three] Gods; for
they are variously named and described, on account of
their different operations: but [in fact] there is only one
deity, THE GREAT soudMaMn atma). He is called the ,J

sun; for he is the 80ul of all beings: [and] that is declared
by the sage, " the SUD is the 80ul of <jagat) what moves,
and of (tast'hush) that which is fixed." Other deities are I

portions of him: and that is expressly declared by the
text): t " The wise call fire, INDRA, MITRA, and VA- I

RUN A;" &c.i
This passage of the A1Iucramani is partly abridged from I

the Niructa (c. 12), and partly taken from the Branmana
of the Vooa. It shows (what is also deducible from texts of

the Indian scriptures, translated in the present and former!
essays), that the ancient Hindu religion, as founded on the
~ndian scriptures. recognises but one God, yet not suffi-.
ciently discriminating the creature from the creator.

The subjects and uses of the prayers contained in the

• Bhur, hkuvah, and SWQ1'; called the Vyahritis. See MENU, c,
2, v.76. In the original text, the nominative case is here used for
the genitive; as is remarked by the Commentator on this passage.
Such irregularities are frequent in the Vedas themselves.

t R'(sht here signifies text (not sage). See HARADATTA, BHAit6Jf,
&c. and palNI, 3. ii. 186.

t Niructa, c. 12, 9 4, ad finem. The remainder of the passage
that is here briefly cited by the author of the Index, identities tire
with the great and only soul.
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Veda, differ more than the deities which are invoked, or
the titles by which they are addressed. Every line is re~

plete with allusions to mythology,· and to the Indian notions
of the divine nature and of celestial spirits. For the
innumerable ceremonies to be performed by a householder,
and still more, for those endless rites enjoined to hermits
and ascetics, a choice of prayers is offered in every stage of
the celebration. It may be here sufficient to observe, that
INDRA, or the firmament, fire, the SUD, the moon, water,
air, the spirits, the atmosphere and the earth, are the
objects most frequently addressed: and the various and
repeated sacrifices with fire, and the drinking of the milky
juice of the moon-plant or acid asdepias,t furnish abundant
occasion for numerous prayers adapted to the many stages
of those religious rites. I shall, therefore, select for re
mark such prayers as seem most singular, rather than such
as might appear the fairest specimens of this Veda.

In the fifteenth chapter of the first book there are two
hymns ascribed to CUTSA, and also to TRITA, son ofwater.
Three ascetics, brothers it should seem, since they are
named in another portion of the Veda as CAptya) SODS of
water (ap), were oppressed with thirst while travelling in a
sandy desert. At length they found a well, and one of

• Not a mythology which avowedly exalts deified heroes (as in the
Puranas), but one which pl'rsonifil's the elements and planets, and
which peoples heaven and the world below with various orders of
beings.

I observe, however, in many places, the ground-work of legends
which are familiar in mythological poems: such, for exampll', as the
demon V RlTRA slain by INDRA, who is thence surnamed VRlTRAHAN j

but I do not remark any thing that corresponds with the favourite
legends of those sects which worship either the Linga or Sacti, or
else R1MA or CRIsHNA. I except some detached portions, the ge
nuineness of which appears doubtful; as will be shown towards the
close of this essay.

t SEnna-lalii, Asclppias acida, or Cynanchum viminale.
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them descended into it and thence lifted water for his com
panions; but the ungrateful brothers stole his effects and
left him in the well, covering it with a heavy cart-wheel.
In his distress he pronounced the hymns in question. It
appears from the text, that CUTSA also was once in similar
distress, and pronounced the same or a similar invocation:
and, for this reason, the hymns have been placed, by the
compiler of the Veda, among those of which CUTSA is the
author.

The twenty-third chapter of the same book commences
with a dialogue between AGASTY A, IN DRA, and the MA
RUTS; and the remainder of that, with the whole of the
twenty-fourth chapter, comprises twenty-six hymns ad
dressed by AGASTYA to those divinities, and to the ASWINS,
fire, the sun, and some other deities. The last of these
hynms was uttered by AGASTY A, under the apprehension
of poison, and is directed by rituals to be used as an incan
tation against the effects of venom. Other incantations,
applicable to the same purpose, occur in various parts of
the Veda; for example, a prayer by VASISHf'HA for pre
servation from poison (book 7, ch. 3, § 18).

The third book, distributed into five chapters, contains
invocations by VISWAMITRA, son OfOAT'HIN and grand
son of CUSICA. The last hymn, or sUcta, in this book,
consists of six prayers, one of which includes the celebrated
Guyatrt This remarkable text is repeated more than once
in other Vedas; but since VISWAMITRA is acknowledged
to be the R'lski to whom it was first revealed, it appears
that its proper and original place is in this hymn. I there
fore subjoin a translation of the prayer which contains it,
as also the preceding one (both of which are addressed to
the sun), for the sake of exhibiting the Indian priest's con
fession of faith, with its context; after having, in former
essays, given more than one version of it apart from the
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rest of the text. The other prayers contained in the eame
sucta being addressed to other deities, are here omitted.

, This new and excellent praise of thee, 0 splendid,

playful, SUD (PUskan)! is offered by Ull to thee. Be gra
tified by this my speech: approach this craving mind, as
a fond man seeks a woman. May that SUD (PUslaart),

who contemplates and looks into all worlds, be our pro
tector.

, LET US MEDITATE ON THE ADORABLE LIGHT 0'
THE DIVINE RULER (Savit'Tl):+ MAY IT GUIDE OUR

INTELLECTS. Desirous of food, we solicit the gift of the
splendid sun (Savitrl), who should be studiously worship

ped. Venerable men, guided by the understanding, salute
the divine sun (Savitr'£) with oblations and praise.'

The two last hymns in the third chapter of the 7th book
are remarkable, as being addressed to the guardian spirit of
a dwelling-house, and used as prayers to be recited with
oblations on building. a house. The legend belonging to
the second of these hymns is singular: V ASISHT'HA com
ing at night to the house of VARUNA, (with the intention

of sleeping there, say some;. but as others affirm, with the
design of stealing grain to appease his hunger after a fast of
three days,) was assailed by the house-dog. He uttered
this prayer, or incantation, to lay asleep the dog, who was
barking at and attempting to bite him. A literal l'ersion
of the first of those hymns is here subjoined :

, Guardian of this ahode! be acquainted with us;. be to

us a wholesome dwelling;. afford us what we ask of thee,
and grant happiness to our bipeds and quadrupeds. Guar
dian of this house! increase both us and our wealth. Moon!

• l'lAYANACH.byA, the commentator whose gloss is here followed,
considers this passage to admit of two interpretations: ' the light, or
Brahme, constituting the splendour of the supreme ruler or creator
of the universe,' or ' the light, or orb, of the splendid sun.'
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while thou art friendly, may we, with our kine and our (
horses, be exempted from decreptitude: guard us as a

futher protects his offspring. Guardian of this dwelling! \
may we be united with a happy, delightful, and melodioUlii
abode afforded by thee: guard our wealth now under thy
protection, or yet in expectancy, and do thou defend us.' .

The fourth hymn in the fourth chapter concludes with a
prayer to RUDRA, which being used with oblations after a
fast of three days, is supposed to ensure a happy life of a
hundred years. In the sixth book three hymns occur,
which being recited with worship to the sun, are believed to
occasion a full of rain after the lapse of five days. The two
first are aptly addressed to a cloud; and the third is 80

to frogs, because these had croaked while VA8IBHt'HA r~

cited the preceding prayers, which circumstance he accupted
as a good omen.

The sixth chapter of the tenth book closes with two
hymns, the prayer of which is the destruction of enemies,
and which are used at sacrifices for that purpose.

The seventh chapter opens with a hymn, in which SURYA,
surnamed SAVITRi, the wife of the moon,· is made the
speaker; as DACSHINA, daughter of PRAJAPATl, and
J UHU, daughter of BRAHMA, are in subsequent chapters.t
A very singular passage occurs in another place, c0n

taining a dialogue between YAlllA and his twin-sister Y A-

• This marriage is noticed in the AitarEga Brfzhmana, where the
Ilecond lecture of the fourth book opens in tbi. manner; 'PIU
I.4PATI gave his daughter, SURy1 S1VITRf, to SOMA, the king.' The
well known legend in the Purflfws, concerning the marriage of SOl\IA
with the daughters of DAOSHA, seems to be founded on this story in
the Vedas.

t In the introduction to the index, these, together with other god
deeses, who are reckoned authors of holy texts, are enumerated and
distinguished by the appellation of Brahmevadinl. An inspired write~

is, in the masculine, termed Brahmevadin.
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MUNA, whom he endeavours to seduce; but his offers are
rejected by her with virtuous expostulation.

Near the close of the tenth chapter, a ~ymn in a very
different style of composition is spoken by VAcH, daughter
of AMlIHRYN A, in praise of herself as the supreme and uni
versal soul.. Vack, it should be observed, signifies speech;
and she is the active power of BRAHMA, proceeding from
him. The following is a literal version of this hymn, which
is expounded by the commentator consistently with the theo
logical doctrines of the Vedas.

, I range with the Rudras, with the Vasus, with the
'Adityas, and with the ViSwadevas. I uphold both the sun
and the ocean [MITRA and VARUNA], the firmament [IN
DR A] and fire, and both the ASWINS. I support the moon
[86M A] destroyer offoes; and [the sun entitled] TwASHTRY,
Pu 5 HAN, or B HAG A. I grant wealth to the honest votary
who performs sacrifices, offers oblations, and satisfies [the
deities]. Me, who am the queen, the conferrer of wealth,
the possessor of knowledge, and first of such as merit wor
ship, the gods render, universally, present every where, and
pervader of all beings. He who eats food through me, as
he who sees, who breathes, or who hears, through me, yet
knows me not, is lost; hear then the faith which I pro
nounce. Even I declare this self, who is worshipped by
gods and men: I make strong whom I choose; I make
him Brakma, holy and wise. For RUDRA I bend the bow,
to slay the demon, foe ofBRAHM.\; for the people I make
war [on their foes]; and I pervade heaven and earth. I
bore the father on the head of this [universal mind], and

• Towards the end of the JTnhad aranyaca, V AOH is mentioned
as receiving a revelation from AlIIBHfNI, who obtained it from the
sun: but here she herself bears the almost similar patronymic,
AIfBHRINf.
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my origin is in the midst of the ocean;· and therefore do I
pervade all beings, and touch this heaven with my fonn.
Originating all beings, I pass like the breeze; I am above
this heaven, beyond this earth; and what is the great one,
that am I.'

The tenth chapter closes with a hymn to night; and the
eleventh begins with two hymns relative to the creation of
the world. Another on this subject was translated in a
fonner essay:t it is the last hymn but one in the Rigveda,
and the author of it is AG'HAMARSHANA (a son of MA
D'HUCH'HANDAS), from whom it takes the name by which it
is generally cited. The other hymns, of which a version is
here subjoined, are not ascribed to any ascertained author.
PRAJAPATI, surnamed Parameskt'M, and his son YAJNY A,
are stated as the original speakers. But of these names,
one is a title of the primeval spirit, and the other seems to
allude to the allegorical immolation of BRA HM A.

I. 'Then was there no entity, nor nonentity; no world,
nor sky, nor aught above it: nothing, any where, in the
happiness of anyone, involving or involved: nor water,
deep and dangerous. Death was not; nor then was im
mortality; nor distinction of day or night. But THAT+

• Heaven, or tbe sky, is the father; as expressly declared in ano
ther place: and the sky is produced from mind, according to one
more passage ofthe redas. Its birth is therefore placed on the head
of the supreme mind. The commentator suggests three interpreta
tions of the sequel of the stanza: 'my parent, the holy AmbM'fna, is
in the midst of the ocean;' or, 'my origin, the sentient deity, is in
waters, which constitute the bodies of the gods;' or, 'tbe sentient
god, who is in the midst of the waters, which pervade intellect, is my
origin.'

t In the first Essay on the Religious Ceremonies of the Hindus,
Asiatic Researches, vol. v. p. 361.

f The pronoun (tad), thus emphatically used, is understood to intend
the Supreme Being, according to the doctrines of the ruanta. When
manifested by creation, he is the entity (8at); while forms, being mere
illusion, are nonentity (asat). The whole of this 'hymn is expounded

VOL. I. D
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breathed without afBation, single with CStDad'hIt.) her who
is sustained within him. Other than him, nothing existed
[which] since [has been]. Darkness there was; [for] this
universe was enveloped with darkness, and was undistin
guishable [like fluids mixed in] waters: but that mass,
which was covered by the husk, was [at length] produced
by the power of contemplation. First desire was formed in
his mind: and that became the original productive seed;
which the wise, recognising it by the intellect in their hearts,
distinguish, in nonentity, as the bond of entity.

, Did the luminous ray of these [creative aets] expand in
the middle? or above 1 or below? That productive seed
at once became providence [or sentient souls], and matter
[or the elements]: she, who is sustained within himself,·
was inferior; and he, who heeds, was superior.

, Who knows exactly, and who shall in this world de
clare, whence and why this creation took place? The gods
are subsequent to the production of this world; then who
{lan know whence it proceeded? or whence this varied world
arose? or whether it uphold [itself], or not? He who, in
the highest heaven, is the ruler of this universe, does indeed

< . '>. know; but not another can possess that knowledge.
"-, I I. 'That victim who was wove with threads on every

side, and stretched.by the labours of a hundred and one
I gods, the fathers, who wove and framed and placed the
warp and woof, do worship. The [first] male spreads and
encompasses this [web], and displays it in this world and in
heaven: these rays [of the creator] assembled at the altar,
and prepared the holy strains, and the threads of the warp.

'according to the received doctrines of the Indian theology, or
vedanta. Darkness and desire (Tamas and cama) bear a distant
resemblance to the Chaos and Eros of HESlOD. Theog. v.ll6.

• So Swad'k6. is expounded; BlId the commentator make!J it equiva
lent to Maya, or the world of ideas. '

..
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I What was the size of that divine victim whom all the

~ods sacrificed 1 What was his fOl'm? what the motive1 the

fence 1 the metre 1 the oblation 1 and the prayer? First
W1U produced the GayatM joined with fire; next the SUD

(Sat7itnj attended by U.hflih; then the splendid moon with
Anushtubk, and with prayers; while VrUiad accompanied
the elocution of VRhu8PATI (or the planet JUPITER)•

. V"trat~ was sapported by the SUD and by water (MITRA

and V,lRUlh); but the [middle] portion of the day and

TrUAtubk were here the attendants of INnRA; Jagat~

fullowed all the gods: and by that [universal] ~rifice

sages and men were formed.
I When that ancient IllICrifice was completed, sages, and

men, and our progenitors, were by him formed. Viewing
with·'U obsern.o.t mind this oblation, which primeft1 saints
off'ered, I venerate them. The eeTen inspired llOges, with
prayers and. with tJumksgivings, follow the path of these

primenl saints, and wisely practise [the perfonnance of
sacrifices]' as charioteers use reins [to guide their steeds].'

Some parts of these hymns bear an evident resemblance
to <me which has been before cited from the white Yajusk,·
and to which I shall again advert in speaking of that Veda.
The commentator on the R'ig"da quote6 it to supply 80me
omissions in this text. It appears also, on the faith of his
citations, that passages analogous to the8e occur in the·
Taittirfyaca, or black YajfUh, and also in the Br6lunana
of the Ve04.

The hundred and one gods, who are the agents in the
&am.ing of the universe, typified by a ~rifiee, are, accord
ing to tlHs cOlIlltleOtator, the years of BRA HMi's life, or his
afiIations personiBed in the form of ANGIRA!!, &c. The
seven Bage8, who instituted sacrifices in imitation of the

• In the second Essay on t,he Religious CerelOOnies of the Hindus,
Asiatic Researches, vol. vii. p. 251.

02
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primeval type, are MARicHl and others. GayatJ4, U,hnih,
&c. are names of metres, or of the various lengths of stanzas
and measured verses, in the V6das.

The preceding quotations may be sufficient to show the
style of this part of the Hda, which comprehends the prayers
and invocations.

Another part belonging, as it appears, to the same V6da,
is entitled Aitar6ya Brallmana. It is divided into eight
books (panjica), each containing five chapters or lectures
(ad'hyaya), and subdivided into an unequal number of sec
tions (c'hafultiJ, amounting in the whole to two hundred and
eighty-five. Being partly in prose, the number of distinct
passages contained in those multiplied sections need not be
indicated.

For want either of a complete commenta~ or of an ex
planatory index,t I cannot undertake from a cursory perusal
to describe the whole contents of this part of the VUa. I
observe, however, many curious passages in it, especially
towards the close. The seventh book had treated of sacri
fices performed by kings: the subject is continued in the
first four chapters of the eighth book; and three of these
relate to a ceremony for the consecration of kings, by pour
ing on their heads, while seated on a throne prepared for the
purpose, water mixed with honey, clarified butter, and spi
ritnous liquor, as well as two sorts of grass and the sprouts
of corn. This ceremony, called Abkish6ca, is celebrated on
the accession of a king; and subsequently on divers occa
sions, as part of the rites belonging to certain solemn sacri
fices performed for the attainment of particular objects.

The mode of its celebration is the subject of the second
chapter of the eighth book, or thirty-seventh chapter,

• I possess three entire copies of the text, but a part only of the
commentary by S.A:YANACH..lRYA.

t The index before-mentioned does not extend to this part of the
Veda.
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reckoned (as is done by the commentator) from the begin
ning of the Aitareya. It contains an instance, which is
not singular in the Vedas, though it be rather uncommon in
their didactic portion, of a disquisition on a difference of
opinion among inspired authors. 'Some,' it says, , direct
the consecration to be completed with the appropriate prayer,
but without the sacred words (Vya"rztis), which they here
deem superfluous: others, and particularly SA TY ACAM A,
son of JABALA, enjoin the complete recitation of those
words, for reasons explained at full length ; and UDDALACA,
son ofARUN A, has therefore so ordained the perfonnance of
the ceremony.'

The subject of this chapter is concluded by the following
remarkable passage. 'Well knowing all the [efficacy of
consecration], JANAMEJAYA, son of PARICSHIT, declared:
" Priests, conversant with this ceremony, assist me, who am
likewise apprised [of its benefits], to celebrate the solemn
rite. Therefore do I conquer [in single combat], therefore
do I defeat arrayed forces with an arrayed army: neither the
arrows of the gods, nor those of men, reach me: I shall live
the full period of life; I shall remain master of the whole
earth." Truly, neither the arrows of the gods, nor those
of men, do reach him, whom well-instructed priests assist
in celebrating the solemn rite: he lives the full period of
life; he remains master of the whole earth.'

The thirty-eighth chapter (or third of the eighth book)
describes a supposed consecration OfINDRA, when elected
by the gods to be their king. It oonsists of similar, but
more solemn rites; including, among other peculiarities, a
funciful construction of his throne with texts of the Veda ;
besides a repetition of the ceremony ofconsecration in various
regions, to ensure universal dominion. This last part of the
description merits to be quoted, on account of the geogra
phical hints which it contains.
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, After [his inauguration by PRU.i.PATx], the divine
VlZ8U consecrated him in the eastern region, with the same
prayers in verse and in prose, and with the 88.Dle holy words

[as before-mentioned,] in thirtyoo()lle dQ.~ 1n ensure his just
domination. Therefore [even now] the eeveral kings of the
PrachYal, in the East, are consecrated, after the practice or
the gods, to equitable rule (aamr4jya), and [people] call
those consecrated princes Samraj.·

, Next the divine Rudral consecrated him. in the southern

region, with the same prayers in verse and in prose, and with
the same holy words, in tbirty-one days, to ensure increase
of happiness. Therefore the several kings of the SattDats, in
the south, are consecrated, aftm' the practice of the godti, to
the increase of enjoyment (bMjya), and [people] name tho8e

consecrated princes Bh6ja.
, Then the divine AditytU consecrated him in the western

region, with, &c., to ensure sole dominion. TberetOre the
Beveral kings of the Ntckyas and ApacltyaB, in the West,
are consecrated, &c. to sole dominion, and [people] deno

lIlinate them Swaraj.t
, Afterwards all the gods (ViSwe devek) consecrated him

in the northern region, with, &c., to ensure separate domi
nation. Therefore the Beveral [deities who govern the}
countries of Utta:ra aunt and Uttarfl. madra, beyond Hi
mavat, in the North, are consecrated, &C. to disbnct rule
(Vairajya), and [people] tenD, them Viraj.~

, Next the divine srurkyas and AptytJll CODSecrated him,

in this middle, ceatral, and present region, with, ke., fur
local domiWon. Therefore the several kings of Cvnt and

• In the nominative Ca&e, &mrat, SamrQil, or &smraJ.; 8ubstiw.t
ing in this place a liquid letter, which is peculiar to the Vida and to
the southern dialt'cts of India, and which approaches in sound to the
common t.

t In the nominative case, Sward!, Swar61l, or SwMIIl.

t In the nomin,til-e, Virtit, VirtUI, or Virti!.
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Panclt1Lla, as well as VtUa and U8Inara, in the middle,
central, and present region, are consecrated, &.c. to sove
reignty (raj!!a), and [people] entitle them Raja.

, Lastly, the Marut_, and the gods named Angiras, con
secrated him, in the upper region, with, &c., to promote his
attainment of the supreme abode, and to ensure his mighty
domination, superior rule, independent power, and long
reign: and therefore he became a supreme deity (pt;rrJ....
mesh!'!If) and ruler over creatures. •

, Thus consecrated by that great inauguration, INDRA
subdued all conquemble [earths], and won all worlds: he
obtained over all the gods supremacy, transcendent rank,.
and pre~minence. Conquering in this world [below] equi
table domination, happiness, sole dominion, separate autho
rity, attainment of the supreme abode, sovereignty, mighty
power, and superior rule; becoming a self~xistent being
and independent niler, exempt from [early] dissolution;
and reaching all [his] wishes in that celestial world; he
became immortal: he became immortal."

The thirty-ninth chapter is relative to a peculiarly solemn
rite performed in imitation of the fabulous inauguration of
IN DR A • It is imagined that this celebration becomes a
cause of obtaining great power and universal monarchy,
and the three last sections of the chapter recite instances of
its ilucceseful practice. Though replete with enormous and
absurd exaggerations, they are here translated at full length,
as not unimportant, since many kings are mentioned whose
names are familiar in the heroic history of India.

§. VII. ' By this great inauguration similar to bDRA'S,
'rURA, 80Jl of CAVASHA, consecrated JANAMEJAYA, son
of PARICSHIT; and therefOre did JANAMEJAYA, son of

• In the didactic portioQ of the veda, the last term in every chapter
is repeated, to indicate its conclusion. This repetition was not pre••
served in a former quotation, from the necessity of varying consider
ably the order of the words.
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I

~

PAJUCSHIT, subdue the earth completely all around, and

traverse it every way, and pelform the sacrifice with a horse

as an offering.
, Concerning that solemn sacrifice this verse is univer

sally chanted. "In Asandivat, JANAMEJAYA bound [as an

o1fering] to the gods, a horse fed with grain, marked with a

white star on his forehead, and bearing a green wreath

round his neck."
, By this, &c. CHYAVANA, son of BHRYGu, consecrated

SARYATA sprung from the race of MENU; and therefore

did he subdue, &c. He became ,likewise a householder in

the service of the gods.

, By this, &c. S6MASUS HMAN, grandson ofV AJ ARATNA,

consecrated SATANicA, son of SATRAJlT; and therefore

did he subdue, &c.

, By this, &c. PARVATA and NAREDA consecrated A.M

BASHt'HYA; and therefore, &C.
~ By this, &c. PARVATA and NAREDA consecrated

YUD'HANSRAUSHti, grandson of UGRASENA; and there

fore, &c.
, By this, &c. CASYAPA consecrated VISWACARMAN,

son of BHuv AN A; and therefore did he subdue, &c.

, The earth, as sages relate, thus addressed him: " No

mortal has a right to give me away; yet thou, 0 V ISW A

CARMAN, son of BHUVANA, dost wish to do so. I will

sink in the midst of the waters; and vain has been thy pro

mise to CASYAPA."·

, By this, &c. V ASISHt'"A consecrated SUD AS, SOl1 of

PTJAVAN A; and therefore, &c.

, By this, &c. SAMV ARTA, SOl1 of ANGIRAS, consecluted

MARuTTA, "Son of AVICSHIT; and therefore, &c.

• So great was the efficacy of conse"cration, obMerves the commen
tator in this place, that the submersion of the earth was thereby pre
vented, notwithstanding this declaration.
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, On that subject this verse is every where chanted: " The

divine Maruta dwel~ in the house of MARUTTA, as his
guards; and all the gods were companions of the son of
AVICSHIT, whose every wish was fulfilled."·

§ VIII. 'By this great inauguration, similar to bDRA'S,

UDAMAYA, son ofATRI, consecrated ANGA; and therefore
did ANGA subdue the~ completely all around, and
traverse it every way, and perform a sacrifice with a horse,
as an offering.

, He, perfect in his person, thus addressed [the priest,
who was busy on some sacrifice]: " Invite me to this solemn
rite, and 1 will give thee [to complete it], holy man! ten

thousand elephants and ten thousand female slaves."
, On that subject these verses are every where chanted:

" Of the cows, for which the sons of PRIYAMED'H A assisted
UDAMAYA in the solemn rite, this son of ATRI gave them
[every day], at noon, two thousand each, out of a thousand
millions.

" The son of VIR6cHANA [ANGA] unbound and gave,
while his priest performed the solemn sacrifice, eighty thou
sand white horses fit for use.

, The son of ATRI bestowed in gifts ten thousand women
adorned with necklaces, all daughters of opUlent persons,
and brought from various countries.

, While distributing ten thousand elephants in Avacna
tTuca, the holy son of ATRI grew tired, and dispatched
messengers to finish the distribution.

" A hundred [I give] to you;" " A hundred to you;" still
the holy man grew tired; and was at last forced to draw
breath while bestowing them by thousands.t "

• All this, observes the commentator, was owing to his solemn
inauguration.

t It was throng-h the solemn inauguration of ANGA that his priest
WllJl able to give such great alms. This remark is by the commentator.
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§ IX. 'By this great inauguration, similar to INDRA's,

DiRO'HA.TAMAS, BOn of MAlIUTA, coD8eCrated BHARATA,
the BOD ofDuHsHANTA;. and therefore did BHARATA, BOn

of DUHSHANTA, subdue the earth completely all around,

and traverse it every way, and perform repeated sacrifices
with horses as offerings.

'On that subject too, these verses are every where

chanted: " BHARATA distributed in Masknarat a hun

dred and seven thousand millions of black elephants with
white tusks and decked with gold.

" A sacred fire was lighted for BHARATA, BOn of DUH

SHANTA, in so'cm'gwna, at which a thousand Braltmaltas
shared a thousand millions of cows apiece

" BHARATA, son of DUH8HANTA, bound seventy-eight

horses [for solemn rites] near the YamuM, and fifty-five in
Vntrag'ltna, on the Ganga.

" Having thus bound a hundred and thirty-three horses
fit for sacred rites, the son of DUHSHANTA became pre

eminently wise, and surpassed the prudence of [every rival]

king.
"This great achievement of BHAllATA, neither former

nor later persons [have equalled]; the five classes of men

have not attained bis feats, any more than a mortal [can

reach] heaven with his bands."t
'The holy saint, VRlRADUCT"IA, taught this great in

auguration to UURMUC'HA, king of Panckfda; and there

fore DURMUC'HA, the Panc1tfJlo" being a king, subdued

• So the nDHI ehould be writ~n, lIlI appears from thiB passage of the
Veda,· and not, as in copies of some of the Purdflas, DUSHMAl!iIT.4. or
DUSHYANTA.

t The several manuscripts differ on this name of a country; and
bavilll!' no other infOl'Illation respecting it, I am not CI'lnfldt>Dt tlJat I
have selected the best reading. This observation is applicable also
to some other uncommon names.

: All this, says the commentator, sho1lll the efticacy of inauguration.
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by means of that knowledge the whole earth around, and
traversed it every way.•

'The son of SATYAHAVYA, sprong from the race of
V ASISHt'HA, communicated this great inauguration to
ATYARATI, BOIl ofJANANTAPA; and therefore ATYARATI,

son of JANANTAPA, being no king, [nevertheless] subdued

by means of that kllOwledge the whole earth around, and
traversed it eTery way.

, 81TYAHAVYA, of the race of V ASJ9Ut'U A, addressed

him, saying, "Thou hast conquered the whole earth around;
[now] aggrandDe me!' ATYARATI, son of JANANTAPA,

replied; " When I conquer UttMa CIWU, then thou shalt be
king of the earth, holy man! and I will be merely thy
general." SATYAHAVYA rejoined; "That is the land of
the gods; no mortal can subdue it: thou hast been ungrate
ful towards me, aDd therefore I resume from thee this
[power]." Henee the king SlJSHllIllfA, son of SIVI,

destroyer of foes, slew ATYARATI, who was [thus) divested
of vigour u.d depriTed of strength.

, Therefore let not a soldier be ungrateful towards the

priest, who is acquainted [with the fonn], and practises [the
celebration, of this ceremony], l~st he lose his kingdom and
forfeit his life: lest he forfeit his life.'

To elucidate this last sWlY, it is necessary to observe that,
befOre the commencement of the ceremony of inauguration,
the priest swears the soldier by a most solemn oath, not to
..jure him. A similar oath, as is observed in this p)ace by

the OOIDBlentator, bad been admiDistered, previously ~ the
communication of that knowledge to which ATY ARATI owed

his sueeess. The priest considered his aDSwer as illusory
and insulting, because Uttara ex,.", being nOl'th of MfnJ"

,. It is here remal'ked in the commentary, 'hat a BrahmtJM, being
im:ompetent to receive consecration, is however capahle of knowing
its form j the efficacy of which knowledge is shown in this place.
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is tire land of the gods, and cannot be conquered by men.
As this ungrateful answer was a breach of his oath, the
priest withdrew his power from him; and, in consequence,
he was slain by the foe.

The fortieth, and last chapter of the Aitarcya Brah
mana, relates to the benefit of entertaining a Pur6hita, or
appointed priest; the selection of a proper person for that
station, and the mode of his appointment by the king ;.
together with the functions to be discharged by him. The
last section describes rites to be performed, under the direc
tion of such a priest, for the destruction of the king's
enemies. As it appears curious, the whole description is
here translated; abridging, however, as in other instances,
the frequent repetitions with which it abounds.

, Next then [is described] destruction around air
(Braltme).· Foes, enemies, and rivals, perish around him,
who is conversant with these rites. That which [moves] in
the atmosphere, is air (Brahme), around which perish five
deities, lightning, rain, the moon, the sun, aBd fire.

, Lightning having flashed, disappears behind rain:t it
vanishes, and none know [whither it is gone]. When a
man dies, he vanishes; and none know [whither his BOul is
gone]. Therefore, whenever lightning perishes, pronounce
this [prayer]; "May my enemy perish: may he disappear,
and none know [where he is]." Soon, indeed, none will
know [whither he is gone].

, Rain having fallen, [evaporates and] disappears within
the moon, &C. When rain ceases, pronounce this [prayed,
&c.

'The moon, at the conjunction, disappears within the
sun, &c. When the moon is dark, pronounce, &c.

• So this observance i, denominated, viz. Brahmanan parimarah.

t Behind a cloud.
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( The sun, when setting, disappears in fire, &c.. When

the sun sets, pronounce, &C.
, Fire, ascending, disappears in air, &C. When fire is

extinguished, pronounce, &C.
'These same deities are again produced from this very

origin. Fire is born of air; for, urged with force by the

breath, it increases. Viewing it, pronounce [this prayed,

" May fire be revived: but not my foe be reproduced:

may he depart averted." Therefore, does the enemy go far
away,

, The sun is born of fire.t Viewing it, say, " May the

sun rise; but not my foe be reproduced, &.c.
, The moon i8 born of the sun.t Viewing it, say, " May

the moon be renewed, &c."
, Rain is produced from the moon.§ Viewing it, say,

" May rain be produced, &c."
(Lightning comes of rain. Viewing it, say, " May

lightning appear, &c."
, Such is destruction around air. MAITREYA, son of

CUSHARU, communicated these rites to SUTWAN, son of

CIRISA, descended from BHARGA. Five kings perished
around him, and SVTWAN attained greatness.

, The obse"aDce [enjoined] to him [who undertakes these

rites, is as follows]: let him not sit down earlier than the

-The Taitliriya Yq;f(roUa contains a pll8llage which may serve to
explain this notion; 'The sun, at eve, penetrates fire; and there

, fore fire is seen afar at night; for both are luminous.'

t At night, as the commentator now observes, the suu disappears
in fire; but re-appears thence next day. Accordiugly, fire is desti
tute of splendour by day, and the sun shines brighter.

t The moon, as is remarked in the commentary, disappears within
the sun at the conjunction; but is reproduced from ~he sun on the
first day of the bright fortnight.

§ Here the commentator remarks, Rain enters the lunar orb,
which consists of water; and, at a subsequent time, it is reproduced
from the moon.
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foe; but stand, while he thinks him Btanding. Let him
not lie down earlier than the foe; bllt sit, while he thinks
him sitting. Let him not sleep earlier than the foe; but
wake, while he thinks him waking. Though his enemy had
a head of stone, soon does he slay him: he does slay him:

BdDre I quit this portion of the Yeda, I think it right to
add, that the close of the seventh book contains the men
tion of several IIlODlU'Chs, to whom the observance, there
described, was taught by divers sages. For a reasoo. be
fore-mentioned, I shall subjoin the names. They are V IS
WANTARA, son of SusHADMAN ; SAHADtVA, sonofSAR
JA, and bisson S6XACA; BABHRu, son of DBVAVR~D'HA,
BHtMA of VlDAllJlHA, NAGNAJIT of GAND'HARA, SA
NASRUTA of ARINDAMA, RhuVlD of JANACA; besides
JANAMEJAYA and SUDA8, who have been also noticed in
another place.

The Aitareya Aranyaca is another portion of the mg
veda. It comprises eighteen chapters or lectures, un
equally distributed in fiYe books (Arangaca). The second,
1'rhich is the longest, for it contains seven. lecU:nlf, CIOIl

ltitutes with the third an UpaRukad of this YMa, entitled
the Bahvr'ich &6.AwrIIa Upatlilhad; or more oommonly,
the Aitareya, as having been recited by a sage named
AITAJ1EYA.· The four last lecturea of that seoood .Jr.

• It is eo affirmed by AlI'.UWATisT'11A in his notes: and he, and
th~ commentator, whom he annotates, state tbe original speaker of
this Upanishad to be MAHID.bA, an incarnation of NlslYA.:NA, pro
ceeding from V xSALA, son of ABa.. He adds, tllat om. the sudden
appearance of this deity at a solemn celebration, the whole assembly
of gods and priests fainted, but at the inten-e88ion of BSA.HMl,
they were revived; and after making their obeisance, they were
instructed in holy science. This Avatara was called MAHlDlsA,
because those venerable personages (Mahin) declared themselves his
slaves (daaa).

In the concluding title of one transcript of this Aranya, I find it
ascribed to A§WAdYANA, probably by an error of the transcriber.

On
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yaca are particularly COD8OlUlnt to the theological doctrines
;of the Vedo:R.ta, and are acoordingly selected by theolo

gians of the Vedanta school as the proper Aitareya Upaai
shad.· The following is literally translated from this
portion of the second .Aranyaca.

/ T/leAITAREYA ARANYA. B.2.

§ IV. < Originally this [universe] was indeed SOUL only;
nothing else whatsoever existed, active [or inactive], HE
thought, 'I will create worlds:" thus HE created theBe
[various] worlds; water, light, mortal [beings], and the
waters. That' water,' is the [region] above the heaven~

which heaven upholds; the atmosphere comprises light;
the earth is mortal; and the regions below are " the
waters."t

On the other hand, SAUNACA appears to be author of 80me texts of
the A.ranya; for a passage from the second lecture of the fifta CAr. 5,
leet. 2, § II) is cited as SAUNACA'S, by the commentator on the
prayers of the R'fgvtda (lect. I, ~ 15).

• I have two copies of SANCARA'S commentary, and one of anno
tations 9n his gl088 byNIalYAibDRA; likewise a copy of SiYANA'.
commentary on the same theological tract, and also on the third
Arauyaca; besides annotations by ANANnATiRT'IlA on a different
gloss, for the entire Upanishad. The concluding prayer, or seventh
lecture of the second b-anyaca, was omitted by SANOABA, as sufti..
ciently perspicuous; but is expounded by SIVANA, whose ex..fOllition
is the same which is added by SANOARA'S commentator, and which
transcribers sometimes subjoin to SANOA RA'S gloss.

k an iustanre of singular 8Ild needless fraues, I must mention,
that the work of A.IUlf1lATfRT'IlA "... sold to me, under. differeut
btle, as a commentary on the Taittiri!J(J sanhita of the YojurvUJa.
The running titles at the end of each chapter had been altered accord·
ingly. On examination I found it to be a different, but valuable
work; as above described.

t .A.mhhas water, and apas the waters. The commentators assign
reason8 for these synonymous terms being employed, severally, tQ
denote the regions above the sky, and those below the earth.
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, HE thought, "these are indeed worlds; I will create
guardians of worlds." Thus HE drew from the waters~

and framed, an embodied being.· He viewed him; and of
that being, 80 contemplated, the mouth opened as an egg:
from the mouth, speech issued; from speech, fire proceeded.
The nostrils spread; from the nostrils, breath passed;
from breath, air was propagated. The eyes opened; from
the eyes, a glance sprung; from that glance, the sun was
produced. The ears dilated: from the ears came hearken
ing; and from that, the regions of space. The skin ex
panded: from the skin, hair rose; from that grew herbs
and trees. The breast opened; from the breast, mind
issued; and from mind, the moon. The navel burst: from
the navel came deglutition t; from that, death. The gene
rative organ burst: thence flowed productive seed; whence
waters drew their origin. ,

, These deities, being thus framed, fell into this vast'
ocean: and to HIM they came with thirst and hunger: and
HIM they thus addressed: " Grant us a [smaller] size,
wherein abiding we may eat food." HE offered to them
[the form of] a cow: they said, " that is not sufficientfor us."
HE exhibited to them [the form of] a horse: they said,
" neither is that sufficient for us." He showed them the
human form: they exclaimed: " well done! ah! wonder
ful ,,. Thel'efore man alone is [pronounced to be] " well

'<. formed!',
C HE bade them occupy their respective places. Fire,

becoming speech, entered the mouth. Air, becoming
breath, proceeded to the nostrils. The sun, becoming sight,
penetrated the eyes. Space became hearing, and occupied

• PU'I'U8ka, a human fonn.

t Aplina. From the analogy between the acts of inhaling and of
swallowing; the latter is considered as a sort of breath or inspiration:
hence the air drawn in by deglutition is reckoned oue of five breaths
or airs inhaled into the body.
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the ears. Herbs and t,rees became hair, and filled the skin.
The moon, becoming mind, entered the breast. Death,
becoming deglutition, penetrated the navel; and water
became productive seed, and occupied the generative
organ.

, Hunger and thirst addressed him, saying, "Assign us
[our places]." HE replied: "You I distribute among these
deities; and I make you participant with them." Therefore
is it, that to whatever deity an oblation is offered, hunger
and thirst participate with him.

, HE reflected, "These are worlds, and regents of worlds:
for them I will frame food." HE viewed the waters: from
waters, so contemplated, form issued; and food is fonn,
which was so produced.

'Being thus framed, it turned away and sought to flee.
The [primeval] man endeavoured to seize it by speech, but
could not attain it by his voice: had he by voice taken it,
[hunger] would be satisfied by naming food. He attempted
to catch it by his breath, but could not inhale it by breath
ing: had he by inhaling taken it, [hunger] would be satis
fied by smelling food. He sought to snatch it by a glance,
but could not surprise it by a look: had he seized it by the
sight, [hunger] would be satisfied by seeing food. He at
tempted to catch it. by hearing, but could not hold it by
listening: had he caught it by hearkening, [hunger] would
be satisfied by hearing food. He endeavoured to seize it by
his skin, but could not restrain it by his touch: had he
seized it by contact, [hunger] would be satisfied by touching
food. He wished to reach it by the mind, but could not
attain it by thinking: had he caught it by thought, [hunger]
would be satisfied by meditating on food. He wanted to
seize it by the generative organ, but could not so hold it ;
had 00 thus seized it, [hunger] would be satisfied by emis
sion. Lastly, he endeavoured to ca~ch it by deglutition;

VOL.!. E
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and thus he did swallow it: that air, which is so drawn in,
seizes food; and that very air is the bond of life.

, HE [the universal soul] reflected, " How can this [body]
exist without me 1" He considered by which extremity he
should penetrate. HE tho~ht, " If [without me] speech
discourse, breath inhale, and sight view; if hearing hear,
skin feel, and mind meditate; if deglutition swallow, and
the organ of geueration perform its functions; then, who
am 11"

, Parting the suture [s{man], HE penetrated by this route.
That opening is called the suture (vidrzti) and is the road
to beatitude (nandana).'"

, Of that soul, the places of recreation are three; and
the modes of sleep, as many. This (pointing to tke right
eye) is a place of recreation; this (pointing to the throat) is
[also] a situation of enjoyment; this (pointing to the heart)
is [likewise] a region of delight.

, Thus born [as the animating spirit], he diRCriminated
the elements, [remarking] " what else [but him] can I here
affirm [to exist];" and he contemplated this [thinking] per
8On,t the vast 1!xpanse,t [exclaiming] IT have I seen.
Therefore is he named IT-SEEING (IDAM-ORA): IT-SEE
ING is indeed his name: and him, being IT-SEEING, they
call, by a remote appellation, IN 0 RA; for the gods gene
rally delight in the concealment [of their name]. The gods

- delight in privacy.§

• The Hindus believe that the soul, or conscious life, enters the
body through the sagittal suture; lodges in the brain; and may con
template, through the same opening, the divine perfections. Mind,
or the reasoning faculty, is reckoned to be an organ of the body,
situated in the heart.

t PU1'U8ha.
l Brahme, or the great one.
§ Here, as at the conclusion of every division of an Upanishad, or

of any chapter in the didactic portion of the P'idas, the last phrase is
repeated.
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§ V. ' This [living principle] is first, in man, a fetus, or
productive seed, which is the essence drawn from all the
members [of the body]: thus the man nourishes himself
within himself. But when he emits it into woman, he pr0

creates that [fetus]: and such is its first birth.
, It becomes identified with the woman; and being such,

as is her own body, it does not destroy her. She cherishes
his ownself,. thus received within ~er; and, as nurturing
him, she ought to be cherished [by him]. The woman
nourishes that fetus: but he previously cherished the child,
and further does 80 after its birth. Since he supports the
child before and after birth, he cherishes himself: and that,
for the perpetual succession of persons; for thus are these
persons perpetuated. Such is his second birth.

, This [second] self becomes his representative for holy
acts [of religion]: and that other [self], having fulfilled its
obligations and completed its period of life, deceases. . De
parting hence, he is born again [in some other shape]: and
such is his third birth.

'This was declared by the holy sage. "Within the
womb, I have recognised all the successive births of these
deities. A hundred bodies, like iron chains, hold me
down: yet, like a falcon, I swiftly rise." Thus spoke VA~

MADEVA, reposing in the womb: and possessing this [in
tuitive] knowledge, he rose, after bursting that corporeal
confinement; and, ascending to the blissful region of hea
ven,t he attained every wish and became immortal. He
became immortal.

§ VI. 'What is this soul? that we may worship him.
Which is the soul 1 Is it that by which [a man sees] 1 by
which he ~ears 1 by which he smells odours? by which he

• For the man is identified with the child procreated by him.

t Swarga, or place of celestial bliss.

'£2
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utters speech 1 by which he discriminates a pleasant or
unpleasant taste 1 Is it the heart [or understanding] 1 or
the mind [or will] 1 Is it sensation 1 or power 1 or disCl;
mination1 or comprehension? or perception 10r retention 1
or attention 1 or application 1 or haste [or pain]? or me
mory 1 or assent 1 or determination 1 or animal action 1·
or wish 1 or desire 1

, All those are only various names of apprehension. But
this [soul, consistmg in the faculty of apprehension] is
BRAHMA; he is bDRA; he is (PRAJAPATl) the lord of
creatures: these gods are he; and so are the five primary
elements, earth, air, the etherial fluid, water, and light:t
these, and the same joined with minute objects and other
seeds [of existence], and [again] other [beings] produced
from eggs, or borne in wombs, or originating in hot mois
ture,t or springing from plants; whether horses, or kine,
or men, or elephants, whatever lives, and walks or flies,
or whatevE.'f is immovable [as herbs and trees]: all that is
the eye of intelligence. On intellect [every thing] is found
ed: the world is the eye of intellect, and intellect is its
foundation. Intelligence is (BRAHME) the great one.

, By this [intuitively] intelligent soul, that sage ascended
from the present world to the blissful region of heaven ;
and, obtaining all his wishes, became immortal. He be
came immortal.

• Asu, the unconscious volition, which occasions an act necessary to
the support of life, as breathing, &c.

t BRAHMA (in the masculine gender) here denotes, accordmg to
commentators, the intelligent spirit, whose birth was in the mundane
egg; from which he is named HIRANYAGARBHA. INDRA is the chief
of the goods, or subordinate deities, meaning the elements and pianets.
PRAJAPATI is the first embodied spirit, called VlRAJ, and described
in the preceding part of this extract. The gods are fire, and the rest
as there stated.

t Vermin and insects are supposed to he generated from hot
moisture.
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§ VII. ' May my speech be founded on understanding,
and my mind be attentive to my utterance. Be thou ma
nifested to me, 0 self-manifested [intellect]! For my sake
[0 speech and mind!] approach this veda. May what I I

have heard, be unforgotten: day and night may I behold I

this, which I have studied. Let me think. the reality: let I

me speak the truth. May it preserve me; may it preserve
the teacher: me may it preserve: the teacher may it pre
serve; the teacher may it preserve; may it preserve the
teacher."

On tkeCAusHiTAci.

Another Upaniskad of this Veda, appertaining to a par
ticular Sac'ka of it, is named from that, and from the
Brakmana, of which it is an extract, Caushttad Brak
mana Upaniskad. From an abridgment of it (for I have
not seen the work at large), it appears to contain two dia
logues; one, in which INDRA instructs PRATARDANA in
theology; and another, in which AJATASATRu, king of
CAsI, communicates divine knowledge to a priest named
BALACI. A similar conversation between these two
persons is found likewise in the V,.'ikad aranyaca of the
Yajurveda, as will be subsequently noticed. Respecting
the other contents of the Br61lmatta from which these
dialogues are taken, I have not yet obtained any satisfac
tory information.

The abridgment above-mentioned occurs in a metrical
paraphrase of twelve principal Upanishads in twenty
chapters, by VIDYARAlhA, the preceptor of MADHAvA
ACHARYA. He expressly states CauskZtaca as the name
of a Sac'JifL of the R'igvMa.

-------------------------

• This, like other prayers, is denominated a mantr/l, though it be
the conclusion of an Upanishad.
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The original of the CaushUad was among the portions

of the Veda which Sir ROBERT CHAMBERS collected at

Benares, according to a list which he sent to me some time

before his departure from India. A fragment of an Upa
nishad procured at the same place by Sir WILLIA MJONES,

and given by him to Mr. BLAQUIERE, is marked in his

hand-writing, "The beginning of the CausMtad." In it

the dialogists are CHITRA, surnamed GANGAYANI, and

SWETAdnu, with his father UDDALACA, son of ARUNA.

I shall resume the consideration of this portion of the

R'igveda, whenever I have the good fortune to obtain the

complete text and commentary, either of the Brahmalw.,
or of the Upanishad, which bears this title.

On the W BITE Y AJURVEDA.

The Vajasane?J~, or white Yajush, is the shortest of the

Vedas; so far as respects the first and principal part,
which comprehends the mantras. The San/tita, or collec

tion of prayers and invocations belonging to this V:eda, is

comprised in forty lectures (ad'hyaya), unequally subdivided
into numerous short sections (cafulica); each of which, in

general, constitutes a prayer or mantra. It is also divided,

like the RIgveda, into anuvacas, or chapters. The number

of anuvacas, as they are stated at the close of the index to

this Veda, appears to be two hundred and eighty-six: the

number of sections, or verses, nearly two thousand (or

exactly 1987). But this includes many repetitions of the

same text in divers places. The lectures are very unequal,

containing from thirteen to a hundred and seventeen sec
tions (eanaica) ,I<

• I have several copies of MA:D'HYANDlNA'S white Yajush, one of
which is accompanied by a commentary, entitled Vedad/pa; the author
of which, MAHID'HARA, consulted the commentaries of UVAfA and
lI'UD'HA TA, as he himself informs us in his preface.
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Though called the Yajurveo.a, it consists of passages,
some of which are denominated Rlek, while only the rest
are strictly Yajusk. The first are, like the prayers of the
Rzgveda, in metre: the others are either in measured prose,
containing from one to a hundred and si,x syllables; or such
of them as exceed that length, are considered to be prose
reducible to no measure. .

The Yqjurved.a relates chiefly to oblations and sacrifices,
as the name itself implies.· The first chapter, and the
greatest part of the second, contain prayers adapted for
sacrifices at the full and change of the moon; but the six
last sections regard oblations to the manes. The subject of
the third chapter is the consecration of a perpetual fire and
the sacrifice of victims: the five next relate chiefly to a
ceremony called Agniskt6ma, which includes that of drink
ing the juice of the acid asclepias. The two following relate
to the Vajapeya and Rajasuya; the last of which cere
monies involves the consecration of a king. Eight chapters,
from the eleventh to the eighteenth, regard the sanctifying
of sacrificial fire; and the ceremony named Sautramafti,
which was the subject of the last section of the tenth
chapter, occupies three other chapters, from the nineteenth
to the twenty-first. The prayers to be used at an ASwame
d'ha, or ceremony emblematic of the immolation of a horse
and other animals, by a king ambitious of universal empire,
are placed in four chapters, from the twenty-second to the
twenty-fifth. The two next are miscellaneous chapters; the
Sautramalzi and A Swamed'ha are completed in two others ;
and the Puruskamed'ka, 01' ceremony performed as the
type of the allegorical immolation of NAd.Y ANA, fills the
thirtieth and thirty-first chapters. The three next belong

• Ya1''Ullh is derived from the verb ga1', to worship or adore. Another
t:tymology is sometimes 888igned: but this is most consistent with tho
subject; viz. (yajnga) sacrifices, and (hOma) oblatioDs to fire.
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to the Sarvamed'ha, or prayers and oblations for universal
success. A chapter follows on the Pitr'lmetfha, or obsequies
in commemoration of a deceased arlcestor: and the last five
chapters contain such passages of this Veda, as are ascribed
to DAD'HYACH, son or descendant of AT'HARVAN: four of
them consist of prayers applicable to various religious rites,
as sacram'ents, lustrations, penance, &c.; and the last is
restricted to theology.

Excepting these five chapters, most of the passages con
tained in the preceding part ofthis collection of prayers are
attributed to divine personages: many are ascribed to the
first manifested being, named PRAJAPATI, PARAMESHf'Hi,
or NARAYANA PURUSHA; some are attributed to SWA
YAMBHU BRAH~{E, or the self-existent himself: the reputed
authors of the rest are VRIHASPATI, INDRA, VARUNA,
and the ASWINS: except a few scattered passages, which
are ascribed to V ASISH'i"HA, V ISWAMITRA, VAMADEvA,
l\IAD'HUCH'HANDAS, MED'HATIT'HI, and other human
authors; and some texts, for which no R'l.shi is specified in
the index, and which are therefore assigned either to the
sun (Vivaswat or Aditya), as the deity supposed to have
revealed this Veda; or to YAJNYAWALCYA, as the person
who received the revelation: in the same manner as the
unappropliated passages of the Rigveda are assigned to

PUAJA.PATI Of BRAHMA..
Several prayers and hymns of the Yajurveda have been

already translated in former essays,· and may serve as a
sufficient example of the style of its composition. I shall
here insert only two passages, both remarkable. The first
is the beginning of the prayers of the Sarvamed'ha. It
constitutes the thirty-second lecture, comprising two chap
ters (anuvaca) and sixteen verses.

( , FIRE is THAT [original cause]; the sun is that; so is

• On the Religious Ceremonies of the Hindus, As. Res., vol. v. and vii.
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air; so is the moon: such toO is that pure BRAHME, and
those waters, and that lord of creatures. Moments [and
other measures of time] proceeded from the effulgent person,
whom none can apprehend [as an object of perception],
above, around, or in the midst. Of him, whose glory is
80 great, there is no image: he it is who is cel«::brated in
various holy strains.· Even he is the god who pervades
all regions: he is the first born: it is he, who is in the
womb; he, who is born; and he, who will be produced:
he, severally and universally, remains with [all] persons.

, HE, prior to whom nothing was born, and who became (
all beings; himself the lord of creatures, with [a body com- .
posed of] sixteen members, being delighted by creation, I

produced the three luminaries [the sun, the moon, and fire]. I

, To what God should we offer oblations, but to him
who made the fluid Ilky and solid earth, who fixed the solar
orb (swar,) and celestial abode (naca), and who framed drops
[of rain] in the atU}osphere? To what god should we offer
oblations, but to him whom heaven and earth mentally
contemplate, while they are strengthened and embellished
by offerings, and illuminated by the sun risen above them?

, The wise man views that mysterious [being], in whom
the universe perpetually exists, resting on that sole support.
In him, this [world] is absorbed; from him it issues: in
creatures, he is twined and wove, with various forms of
existence. Let the wise man, who is conversant with the
import of revelation,t promptly celebrate that immortal
being, the mysteriously existing and various abode; he
who knows its three states [its creation, continuance, and
destruction], which are involved in mystery, is father of the
father. That [BRA HME], in whom the gods attain immor-

• The text refers to particular passages.

t For the word Gand'ltarba is here interpreted as intending OD;6

who investigates holy writ.
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(' tality, while they abide in the third [or celestial] region, is our
venerable parent, and the providencewhich governsall worlds.

, Knowing the elements, discovering the worlds, and
recognising all regions and quarters [to be him], and
worshipping [speech or revelation, who is] the first-born,
the votary pervades the animating spirit of solemn sacrifice
by means of [his own] soul. Recognising heaven, earth,
and sky [to be him], knowing the worlds, discovering
space and (swar) the solar orb [to be the same], he views
that being: he becomes that being; and is identified with
him, on completing the broad web of the solemn sacrifice.

" For opulence and wisdom, I solicit this wonderful
lord of the altar, the friend of INDRA" most desirable
[fire]: may this oblation be effectual. Fire! make me,
this day, wise by means of that wisdom which the gods
and the fathers worship: be this oblation efficacious. May
VARUNA grant me wisdom; may fire and PRAJAPATI

confer on me sapience; may INDRA and air vouchsafe me
knowledge; may providence give me understanding: be
this oblation happily offered! May the priest and the
soldier both share my prosperity; may the gods grant me
supreme happiue8s: to thee, who art that [felicity], be this
oblation effectually presented!"

The next passage which I shall cite is a prayer to fire."
, Thou art (samvatsara) the [first] year [of the cycle];

thou art (parivatsara) the [second] year; thou art (idfLVat
sara) the [third] year; thou art (idvat-vatsara) the [fourth]
year; thou art (vatsara) the fifth year: may mornings
appertain to thee; may days and nights, and fortnights,
and months, and seasons, belong to thee; may (samvatsara)
the year be a portion of thee: to go, or to come, contract
ing or expanding [thyself], thou art winged thought.
Together with that deity, remain thou firm like ANGIRAS.'

• Ch. 27, § 45th and last.
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I have quoted this almost unmeaning passage, because
it notices the divisions of time which belong to the calendar
of the Vedas, and which are explained in treatises on that
subject annexed to the sacred volume, under the title of
Jy6tish. To this I shall again advert in a subsequent part
of this essay. I shall here only observe, with the view of
accounting for the seeming absurdity of the text now cited,
that fire, as in another place,. sacrifice, is identified with
the year and with the cycle, by reason of the near con
nexion between consecrated fire and the regulation of time
relative to religious rites; at which one is used, and which
the other governs.

The fortieth and last chapter of this Veda is an Upa
nishad, as before intimated: which is usually called
isavfuyam, from the two initial words; and sometimes
Isad'hyaya, from the first word; but the proper title is
, Upanisllad of the Vajasaneya 8anhita.' The author, as
before-mentioned, is DAO'HYACH, son or descendant of
AT'HARVAN.t A translation of it has been published in
the posthumous works of Sir WILLIAM JONES.

The second part of this Veda, appertaining to the
Mad'hyandina sac'ha, is entitled the Satapat'ha Brah
mana; and is much more copious than the collection of
prayers. It consists of fourteen books (canda) unequally
distributed in two parts (bhaga): the first of which contains
ten books; and the second, only four. The number of

• In the Salapat'ha Br6.hmana, b. ii, ch. 1. The reason here assigned
ia expressly stated by the commentator.

t Besides MAHin'HARA'S gloss on this chapter, in his V,dad'ipa, I
have the separate commentary of SANCARA, and one by BALAoRlsH
NANANDA, which contains a clear and copious exposition of this
Upanishad. He professes to expound it 88 it is received by both the
Ganwa and MfJ.d'h!la'TUli'fla schools. Sir WILLIAM JONES, in his version
of it, used SANOARA'S gloss; as appears from a copy of that gloss
which he had carefully studied, and in which his hand-writing appears
in more than one place.
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lectures (ad'Ityaya) contained in each book varies; and
so does that of the Brakmanas, or separate precepts,
in each lecture. Another mode of division, by chapters
(prapataca), also prevails throughout the volume: and the
distinction of Brakmanas, which are again subdivided into
short sections (candica), is subordinate to both modes of
division.

The fourteen books which constitute this part of the Veda
comprise a hundred lectures, corresponding to sixty-eight
chapters. The whole number of distinct articles entitled
Brakmaoo is four hundred and forty: the sectiODS (caMica)
are also counted, and are stated at 7624.•

The same order is observed in this collection of precepts
concerning religious rites, which had been followed in the
arrangement of the prayers belonging to them. The first
and second books treat of ceremonies on the full and
change of the moon, the consecration of the sacrificial
fire, &c. The third and fourth relate to the mode of pre
paring the juice of the acid asclepias, and other ceremonies
connected with it, as the Jy6tiskt6ma, &c. The fifth is
confined to the Vajap6ya and Rajasuya. The fOur next
teach the consecration of sacrificial fire: and the tenth,
entitled Agni rakasya, shows the benefits of these cere
monies. The three first books of the second part are
stated by the commentatort as relating to the Sautramani
and Aawamed'lta; and the fourth, which is the last, belongs

• My copies of the text and of the commentary are both imperfl.'ct;
but the deficiencies of one occur in places where the other is com
plete, and I have been thus enabled to inspect cursorily the whole of
this portion of the Veda.

Among fragments of this Brahmafta comprising entire books, I
have one which all,"rees, in the substance and purport, with the second
book of the Mad'hyandina Satapat'ha, tbough differing- much in the
readings of almost every passage. It probably belongs to a different
Sac'ltil.

t At the beginning of his gloss on the eleventh book.
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to theology. In the original, the thirteenth book is speci
ally denominated ASwamed'"'!fa; and the fourteenth is en
titled Vrzkad ararlJlaca.

The Aawamed'lw, and PU1'1IJl1w:nwi'ka, celebrated in the
manner directed by this veda, are not really sacrifices of
horses and men. In the first-mentioned ceremony, six
hImdred and nine animals of various prescribed kinds,
domestic and wild, including birds, fish, and reptiles, are
made fast, the tame ones, to twenty-one posts, and the
wild, in the intervals between the pillars; and, after certain
prayers have been recited, the victims are let loose without
injury. In the other, a hundred and eighty-five men of
various specified tribes, characters, and professions, are
boImd to eleven posts; and, after the hymn concerning the
allegorical immolation of NARA YANA· has been recited,
these human victims are liberated unhurt; and oblations of
butter are made on the sacrificial fire. This mode of per
forming the Aawamed'ha and Pu:ruskamU'ka, as emble
matic ceremonies, not as real sacrifices, is taught in this
Veda: and the interpretation is fully confirmed by the
rituals,t and by commentators on the &nkita and BrlLk
mana; one of whom assigns as the reason, 'because the
flesh of victims which have been actually sacrificed at a
Yajn!la must be eaten by the persons who offer the sacri
fice: but a man cannot be allowed, much less required, to
eat human flesh.' t It may be hence inferred, or conjec
tured at least, that human sacrifices were not authorised
by the Veda itself; but were either then abrogated, and 'an
emblematical ceremony substituted in their place; or they

• See the second essay on the Religious Ceremonies of the Hindus,
Asiatic ReselU"ches, vol. vii. p. 251.

t I particularly advert to a separate ritual of the Pll!1'U8hamU,'ha
by Y.4:.JNYADEVA.

t Cited from memory: I read the passage several years ago, but I
cannot now recover it.
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must have been introduced in later times, on the authority
of certain Purfl1tas or Tantras, fabricated by persons who,
in this as in other matters, established many unjustifiable .
practices, on the foundation of emblems and allegorie:5
which they misunderstood.

The horse, which is the subject of the religious ceremony
called Aawamed'ha, is also avowedly an emblem of V1raj,
or the primeval and universal manifested being. In the
last section of the Taittirfya YajUT'Deda, the various parts
of the horse's body are described, as divisions of time and
portions of the universe: 'morning is his head; the sun,
his eye; air, his breath; the moon, his ear; &c.' A similar
passage in the fourteenth book of the Satapat'ha brahmalta
describes the same allegorical horse, for the meditation of
such as cannot perform an ASwamed'ha; and the assem
blage of living animals, constituting an imaginary victim,
at a real Aswamed:ha, equally represents the universal
being, according to the doctrines of the Indian scripture.
It is not, however, certain, whether this ceremony did not
also give occasion to the institution of another, apparently
not authorised by the Vedas, in which a horse was actually
sacrificed..

The Vrzhad aranyaca, which constitutes the fourteenth
book of the Satapat'ha brahmana, is the conclusion of
the VajasaneYl, or white Yajush. It consists of seven
chapters or eight lectures: and the five last lectures in one
arrangement, corresponding with the six last lectures in
the other, form a theological treatise entitled the Vrzhad
Upanishad, or Vajasaneyf brahmana -upanishad, but
more commonly cited as the Vr'Zhad aranyaca.. The

• Besides three copies ofthe text, and two transcripts Of§ANCARA'S
commentary, I have, also in duplicate, another very excellent com
mentaryby NITYANAND' l§RAMA, which is entitled Mitacshara; and
a metrical paraphrase of §ANCARA'S gloss by SuaE§wAR'ACHARYA,
as well as annotations in prose by ANANDA GIRl.
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greatest part of it is in dialogue, and YAJNYAWALCYA

is the principal speaker. As an Upanishad, it properly
belongs to the Canwa Bac'ha: at least, it is so cited by
VlDYARANYA, in his paraphrase of Upanishacl8 before
mentioned. There does not, however, appear to be any
material variation in it, as received by the Mad'hyandina
school: unless in the divisions of chapters and sections,
and in the lists of successive teachers by whom it was
handed down."

To convey some notion of the scope and style of this
Upanishad, I shall here briefly indicate some of the most
remarkable passages, and chiefly those which have been
paraphrased by VIDyARANYA. A few others have been
already cited, and the following appears likewise to deserve
notice.

Towards the beginning of the Vr'lhad ara'l'tyaca, a
passage, concerning the origin of fire hallowed for an
AawamGd'ha, opens thus: ' Nothing existed in this world
before [the production ofmind]: this universe was encircled
by death eager to devour; for death is the devourer. He
framed mind, being desirous of himself becoming endued
with a soul.'

Here the commentators e~plain death to be the intellec
tual being who sprung from the golden mundane egg: and
the passage before cited from the R'tgvGda,t where the
primeval existence of death is denied, may be easily recon
ciled with this, upon. the Indian ideas of the periodical
destruction and renovation of the world, and finally of all
beings but the supreme one.

The first selection by V lDY.ARANyA from this Upanishad,
is the fourth article (brahmana) of the third lecture of the

• This is the Upanishad to which Sir WILLI.lM JONES refers, in his
preface to the translation of the Institutes of MENU, p. viii. (in Sir
G. C. HAUGHTON'S edition, p. xi.) t Psge 33.
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Vrzhad aranyaca. It is descriptive of VI RAJ, and begins
thus:

, This [variety of forms] was, before [the production of
body], soul, bearing a human shape. Next, looking
around, that [primeval being] saw nothing but himself;
and he, first, said" I am I." Therefore, his name was
" I:" and thence, even now, when called, [a man] first
answers" it is I," and then declares any other name which
appertains to him.

, Since he, being anterior to all this [which.seeks supre
macy], did consume by fire all sinful [obstacles to his own
supremacy], therefore does the man who knows this [truth],
overcome him who seeks to be before him.

, He felt dread; and therefore, man fears when alone.
But he reflected, " Since nothing exists besides myself,
why should I fear?" Thus his terror departed from him;
for what should he dread, since fear must be of another?

, He felt not delight; and therefore, man delights not
when alone. He wished [the existence of] another ; and
instantly he became such as is man and woman in .mutual
embrace. He caused this his own self, to fall in twain;
and thus became a husband and a wife. Therefore ,was
this [body, so separated], as it were an imperfect moiety of
himself: .for so YAJNYAWALCYA has pronounced it. This
blank, therefore, is completed by womau. -He ll,pproached
her; and thence .were human beings produced.

, She reflected, doubtingly; " how can he, ha'\!ing pro
duced me from himself, [incestuouslylapprQach me? I.will
now assume a disguise." She became a cow; and the
other became a bull, and approached her ; .and the issue
were kine. She.was·changed into a mare, and he into a
stallion; one was turned into a female ass, and the other
into a male one: thus did he again approach her; and the
one-hoofed kind was the offspring. She became a female

I

I

J
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goat, and he a male one; she was an ewe, and he a ram :
thus he approached her; and goats and sheep were the
progeny. In this manner did he create every existing pair
whatsoever, even to the ants [and minutest insects].'

The sequel of this passage is also curious, but is too long
to be here inserted. The notion of V IftA,J dividing his own
substance into male and female, occurs in more than one

Puraiw.. So does that of an incestuous marri~e and inter
course of the first MENU with his daughter SATARUPA;
and the commentators 011 the Upanishad understand that
legend to be alluded to in this place. But the institutes
ascribed to MENU make VIRAJ to be the issue of such a

separation of persons, and MENU himself to be his off
spring.· There is, indeed, as the reader may observe from
the passages cited in the present essay, much disagreement
and consequent confusion, in the gradation of persons inter
posed by Hindu theology between the Supreme Being and
the created world.

The author of the paraphrase before-mentioned has next

selected three dialogues from the fourth lecture or chapter
of the Vrlhad aranyaca. In the first, which begins the
chapter and occupies three articles (brahma{w.s), a conceited

and loquacious priest, named B.hACI (from his mother
BALAcA), and GARGYA (from his ancestor GARGA), visits
AJATASATRU, king of CfUi, and offers to communicate to
him the knowledge of GOD. The king bestows on him a
liberal recompense for the offer; and the priest unfolds his
doctrine, saying he worships, or recognises, as GOD, the
being who is manifest in the sun; him, who is apparent in
lightning, in the etherial elements, in air, in fire, in water,
in a mirror, in the regions of space, in shade, and in the
soul itself. The king, who was, as it appears, a well

• See Sir W. JONES'S translation of MENU, Ch. I, Y. 32 and 33.

VOL. I. F
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instructed theologian, refutes these several notions succes
sively; and finding the priest remain silent, asks, " is that
all you have to say 1" GARGY A replies, "that is all."
Then, says the king, " that is not sufficieut for the know
ledge of God." Hearing this, G ARG YA proposes to become
his pupil. The king replies, "It would reverse established
order, were a priest to attend a soldier in expectation of
religious instruction: but I will f;uggest the knowledge to
you." He takes him by the hand, and rising, conducts
him to a place where a man was sleeping. He calls the
sleeper by various appellations suitable to the priest's
doctrine, but without succeeding in awakening him: he
then rouses the sleeper by stirring him; and afterwards,
addressing the priest, asks, "While that man was thus
asleep, where was his soul, which consists in intellect 1 and
whence came that soul when he was awakened 1" GARGYA

, could not solve the question: and the king th~ proceeds
to explain the nature of soul and mind, according to the
received notions of the Vedanta. As it is not the purpose
of this essay to consider those doctrines, I shall not here
insert the remainder of the dialogue.

The next, occupying a single article, is a conversation
between YAJNYAWALCYA and his wife, MAITREyi. He
announces to her his intention of retiring from the civil
world, requests her consent, and proposes to divide his
effects between her and his second wife, CATyAYANi. She
asks, " Should I become immortal, if this whole earth, full
of riches, were Inine 1" "No," replies YAJNYAWALCY A,

" riches serve for the means of living, but immortality is
not attained through wealth." MAITREyi declares she has
no use, then, for that by which she may not become im
mortal; and solicits from her husband the communication of
the knowledge which he possesses, on the means by which
beatitude may be attained. Y AJNYAW ALCYA answers,
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U Dear wert thou to me, and a pleasing [sentiment] dost
thou make known: come, sit down; I will expound [that
doctrine]; do thou endeavour to comprehend it." A dis
course follows, in which YAJNYAW ALCYA elucidates the
notion, that abstraction procures immortality; because afFec
tioDil are relative to the soul, which should therefore be
contemplated and considered in all objects, since every thing
is soul; for all general and particular notions are ultimately
resolvable into one, whence all proceed, and in whioh all
merge; and that is identified with the supreme soul, through
the knowledge of which beatitude may be attained.

I shall select, as a specimen of the reasoning in this
dialogue, a passage which is material on a different ac
COWlt; as it contains an enumeration of the Vedas, and of
the various sorts of pa~es which they comprise, and
tends to confirm some obaervations hazarded at the begin
ning of this essay.

'As smoke, and various substances, separately issue
from fire lighted with moist wood, 80 from this great being
were respired the R'igveda, the Yaj'll:nJUa, the Samaveda,
and the At'ho:rvan and Angiras; the Itihasaand Pura:lta,
~he sciences and Upa7l.ukads, the verses and aphorisms, the
expositions and illustrations, all these were breathed forth
by him.'

The commentators remark, that fours.orts of prayers
(mantra) and eight sorts of precepts (brahmalta) are here
stated. The fourth description of prayers comprehends such
as were revealed to, or discovered by, AT'HA RV AN and
ANGIRAS: meaning the At'harvana veda. The Itihasa
designates such passages in the second part of the vedas
entitled Brahmalta, as narrate a story: for instance, that
of the nymph URVASi and the king PURURAVAS. The
Puraw.. intends those which relate to the creation and

F 2
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similar topics. cc Sciences" are meant of religious wor
ship: cc Verses" are memorial lines: cc Aphorisms" are
short sentence!! in a concise style: cc ExPOSitions" interpret
such sentences; and cc Illustrations" elucidate the meaning

of the prayers.
It may not be superfluous to observe in this place, that

the Itikfua and Pur6:1u18, here meant, are not the mytho
logical poems bearing the same title, but certain passages
of the Indian scriptures, which are interspersed among
others, throughout that part of the VUas called Brah
mana, and instances of which occur in more than one quo
tation in the present essay.

The dialogue between YA.lNYAW ALCYA and MAITREYi,
above-mentioned, is repeated towards the close of the sixth
lecture, with a short and immaterial addition to its intro
duction. In this place it is succeeded by a discourse on
the unity of the 8Oul; said, towards the conclusion, to have
been addressed to the two ASwi718, by DAD'HYACH, a de
scendant of AT'HARVAN.

The fourth lecture ends with a list of the teachers, by
whom that and the three preceding lectures were handed
down, in succession, to P AUTIMAsHYA. It begins with
him, and ascends, through forty steps, to AYAsYA; or,
with two more intervening persons, to the .ASwins; and
from them, to DAD'HYACH, AT'HARVAN, and MRhyu,
or death; and, through other gradations of spirits, to
VIRAJ; and finally to BRAHME. The same list occurs
again at the end of the sixth lecture; and similar lists are
found in the corresponding places of this Upanishad, as
arranged for the Mad'hyandina sac'ltO.. The succession is
there traced upwards, from the reciter of it, who speaks of
himself in the first person, and from his immediate teacher
SAURYANAYYA, to the same original revelatioD, through
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nearly the same number of gradations. The difference
is almost entirely confined to the first ten or twelve
names.·

The fifth and sixth lectures of this Upanishad have been
paraphrased, like the fourth, by the author beforemen
tioned. They consist of dialogues, in which Y.AJNY A

W ALCYA is the chief discourser.
4 JANACA, a king paramount, or emperor of the race of

Videkas, was celebrating at great expense, a solemn sacri
fice, at which the Bralunaluu of Curu and PanclW.la were
assembled; and the king, being desiroU8 of ascertaining
which of those priests was the most learned and eloquent
theologian, ordered a thousand cows to be made fast in his
stables, and their horns to be gilt with a prescribed quan
tity of gold. He then addressed the priests, "whoever,
among you, 0 venerable Brahmaluu, is most skilled in
theology, may take the cows." The rest presumed not to
toUCD the cattle; but YAJNYAWALCYA bade his pupil
S.AMASRAVAS drive them to his home. He did so; and
the priests were indignant that he should thus arrogate to

himselfsuperiority. Asw ALA, who was the king's officiating
priest, asked him, " Art thou, 0 Y.AJNY AW ALCY A! more
skilled in theology than we are 1" He replied, " I bow to

the most learned; but I was desirous of pos!'essing the
•

cattle."

• I do not find V Y ABA mentioned in eitber list; nor can the surname
PfJralarya, wbich occurs more tban once, be applied to him, for it is
not his patronymic, but a name deduced from tbe feminine patronymic
PfJraMlrl. It seems tberefore questionable, ll'bether any inference
respecting the age of the JTtdlu can be drawn from these IisUl, in tbe
manner proposed by tbe late Sir W. JONBS in his preface to the
translation of MMNU (p. viii). The anachronisms wbicb I observe
in tbem, deter me from a similar attempt to deduce the age of this
JTeoo from these and other lists, whicb will be noticed further on.
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This introduction is followed by a long dialogue, or
rat1;u)r by a succession of dialogues, in which six other rival
priests (besides a learned female, named GARGI, the
daughter of VACHACR u) iRk.e part as antagonists of YAJ
NYAWALCYA; propdsing questions to him, which he an
swers; and, by refuting their objections, silences them
successively. Each dialogue fills a· single article (brfLlt

mana); but the controversy is maintained by GARGI in
two separate discussions; and the contest between YAJ
NYAWALCYA and VlDAon'HA, surnamedSAcALYA, in the
ninth or last article of the fifth lecture, concludes in a sin
gular manner.

YAJ N YAW A LCYA proposes to his adversary an abstruse
question, and declares, " If thou dost not explain this unto
me, thy head shall drop off." • SACALYA (proceeds the
text) could not explain it, and his head did falloff; and
robbers stole his bones, mistaking them for some other
thing.'

YAJNYAWALCYA then asks the rest of his antagonists,
whether they have any question to propose, or are desirous
that he should propose any. They remain silent, and he
addresses them as follows :

• Man is indeed like a lofty tree: his hairs are the
leaves, and his skin the cuticle. From his skin flOWl!
blood, like juice from bark; it issues from his wounded
person, as juice from a stricken tree. His flesh is the
inner bark; and the membrane, near the bones, is the white
substance of the wood." The bones within are the wood
itself, and marrow and pith are alike. If then a felled tree
spring anew from the root, from what root does mortal man
grow again when hewn down by death? Do not say, from
prolific seed; for that is produced from the living person.

·Sllava and Cilltita, answ('ring to the periosteumaod allmrnum.
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Thus, a tree, indeed, also springs from seed; and likewise
sprouts afresh [from the root] after [seemingly] dying; but,
if the tree be torn up by the root, it doth not grow again.
From what root, then, does mortal man rise afresh, when
hewn down by death? [Do you answer] He was born
[once for all]? No; he is born [again]: and [I ask you]
what is it that produces him anew?"

The priests, thus interrogated, observes the commentator,
and being unacquainted with the first cause, yielded the
victory to YAJNY AWALCYA. Accordingly, the text adds a
brief indication of the first cause as intended by that ques
tion. 'BRAHME, who is intellect with [the unvaried per
ception of] felicity, is the best path [to happiness] for the
generous votary, who knows him, and remains fixed [in
attention].'

The sixth lecture comprises two dialogues between YAJ

NYAWALCYA and the king JANACA, in which the saint
communicates religious instruction to the monarch, after
inquiring from him the doctrines which had been previously
taught to the king by divers priests.

These are followed by a repetition of the dialogue between
YAJNY AWALCYA and his wife MAITREYI, with scarcely a
variation of a single word, except the introduction as above
mentioned. The sixth lecture concludes with repeating
the list of teachers, by whom, successively, this part of
the veda was taught.

Concerning the remainder of the Vr'ikad araltyaca I
shall omy observe, that it is terminated by a list of
teachers, in which the tradition of it is traced back from
the son of PAUTIMASHI, through forty steps,to YAJNYA

W ALCY A; and from him, through twelve more, to the sun.
In copies belonging to the MfuJ!kyandina Sac'ka the list
is varied, interposing more gradations, with considerable
difference in the names, from the reciter who speaks in the
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first person, and his teacher, the son of BHARA DWAJi, up
to YAJNYAW ALCY A, beyond whom both lists agree.

The copy belonging to the Canwa Sfu;'ka subjoins a
further list, stated by the commentators to be common to
all the Sac'llas of the Vajin, or Vajasaneyi Yajurveda, and
to be intended for the tracing of that veda up to its original
revelation. It begins from the son of SANJivi, who was
fifth, descending from YAJNY AW ALCY A, in the lists above
mentioned; and it ascends by ten steps, without any men
tion of that saint, to TURA, surnamed CAv ASHEY A, who
had the revelation from PRAJA.PATI, and he from BRAHME.

Before I proceed to the other Yajurveda, I think it ne
cessary to remark, that the Indian saint last-mentioned
(TuRA,sonofCAvASHA) has been named in a former quo
tation from the Aitareya, as the priest who consecrated
JANAMEJAYA, son of PARICSHIT. It might, at the first
glance, be hence concluded, that he was contemporary with
the celebrated king who is stated in Hindu history to have
reigned at the beginning of the Cali age. But, besides
the constant uncertainty respecting Indian saints, who
appear and re-appear in heroic history at periods most
remote, there is in this, as in many other instances of the
names of princes, a source of confusion and possible error,
fi'om the recurrence of the same name, with the addition
even of the same patronymic, for princes remote from each
other. Thus, according to Puranas, P ARICSHIT, third
son of CURU, had a son named JANAMEJAYA; and he
may be the person here meant, rather than one of the same
name, who was the great grandson of ARJUN A.

On the BLACK YAJURVEDA.

THE Taittir~ya, or black Yajush, is more copious (I

mean in regard to mantras) than the white Yqjush, but
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less so than the l11gvUa. Its Sanllita, or collection of
prayers, is arranged in seven books (aslttaca or canfla),
containing from five to eight lectures, or chapters (ad'kyaya,
pra8na, or prapataca). Each chapter, or lecture, is sub
divided into sectiOD8 (anuvaca), which are equally distri
buted in the third and sixth books, but unequally in the
rest. The whole number exceeds six hundred and fifty.

Another mode of division, by calt/las, is stated in the
index. In this arrangement, each book (canaa) relates to
a separate subject; and the chapters (PTa8na) comprehended
in it are enumerated and described. Besides this, in the
Sanhita itself, the texts contained in every section are num
bered, and so are the syllables in each text.

The first section (anuvaca) in this collection of prayers,
corresponds with the first section (canaica) in the white
Yajusk,* but all the rest differ, and so does the arrange
ment of the subject8. Many of the topics are indeed alike
in both vidas, but differently placed and differently treated.
Thus the ceremony called Rajasuya occupies one canaa,
corresponding with the eighth praSna of the first book
(ashtaca), and is preceded by two candas, relative to the
Vfgapeya and to the mode of its celebration, which occupy
fourteen sections in the precedingprarna. Consecrated fire
is the subject of four calt/las, which fill the fourth and fifth
books. Sacrifice (ad'kwara) is noticed in the second and
third lectures of the first book, and in several lectures of
the sixth. The subject is continued in the seventh and last
book, which treats largely on the Jy6tisht6ma, including
the fonns of preparing and drinking the j nice of the acid
Asclepias. The Aawamed'ka, Nr'imed'ha, and Pitrlmed'ka,

• Translated in the first Essay on the Religious Ceremonies of the
Hindus, with the first verse in each of the three other Vt~. Asiatic
Researches, vol. v. p. 364.
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are severally treated of in their places; that is, in the col
lection of prayerR,· and in the second part of this Veda.
Other topics, introduced in different places, are numerous;
but it would be tedious to specify them at large.

Among the R'ishis of the texts I observe no human au
thors. Nine entire caTu'Jas, according to the second arrange
ment indicated by the index, appear to be ascribed to
PRAJAPATI, or the lord of creatures; as many to S6MA,
or the moon; seven to AGNI, or fire; and sixteen to all
the gods. Possibly some passages may be allotted by the
commentators to their real authors, though not pointed out
by the index for the Atreyz Sac'na.

Several prayers from this Veda have been translated in
former essays.t Other very remarkable passages have
occurred, on examining this collection of mantras.t The
following, from the seventh and last book,§ is chosen as a
specimen ofthe Taittir~ya Yajurveda. Like several before
cited, it alludes to the Indian notions of the creation; and,
at the risk of sameness, I select passages relative to that
topic, on account of its importance in explaining the creed
of the ancient Hindu religion. The present extract was
recommended for selection by its allusion to a mythological
notion, which apparently gave origin to the story of the
Varana-avatara, and from which an astronomical period,
entitled Cazpa, has perhaps been taken. II

• The prayers of the A;wumed'ha occur in the concluding- sections,
b",tween the twelfth section of the fourth chapter, and the end of the
fifth chapter of the seventh and last book.

t Asiatic Researches, vols. v. and vii.

: I have several complete copies of the text, but only a part of
the commentary by SlvANA. -

9 Book vii, Chapter 1, Section 5.

\I One of the Calpas, or renovations of the univers<', is denomi
nated Vartiha.
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'Waters [alone] there were; this world originally was
water. In it the lord of creation moved, having become
air: he saw this [earth]; and upheld it, assuming the form
of a boar (varalw): and then moulded that [earth], becom
ing VISWACARMAN, the artificer of the universe. It be
came celebrated (aprat'kata) ,and conspicuous (pr'lt'kivO ;
and therefore is that name (PrztkivO assigned to the earth.

, The lord of creation meditated profoundly on the earth;
and created the. gods, the VasilS, Rudras, and Adityas.
Those gods addressed the lord of creation, saying, " How
can we form creatures ?" He replied, " As I created you
by profound contemplation (tapas), 80 do you seek in devo
tion (tapas) the means of multiplying creatures." He gave
them consecrated fire, saying, " With this sacrificial fire
perform devotions." With it they did perform austerities;
and, in one year, framed a single cow. He gave her to the
Vas1ls, to the R71dras, and to the Adityas, [successively],
bidding them" Guard her." The Vas1tS, the Rudras, and
the ldityas, [severally] guarded her; and she calved, for
the Vasus three hundred and thirty-three [calves]; and [as
many] for the Rudras; and [the same number] for the
iditiJas: thus WIlS she the thousandth.

, They addressed the lord of creation, requesting him to
direct them in performing a solemn act of religion with a
thousand [kine for a gratuity]. He caused the Vasus to
sacrifice with the AgnisM6ma; and they conquered this
world, and gave it [to the priests]: he caused the Rudras
to sacrifice with the Uct'kya; and they obtained the middle
region, and gave it away [for a sacrificial fee]: he caused
the Adityas to sacrifice with the Atiratra; and they ac
quired that [other] world, and gave it [to the priests for a
gratuity].'

This extract may suffice. Its close, and the remainder
of the section, bear allusion to certain religious ceremonies,
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at which a thousand cows must be given to the officiating
priests.

To the second part of this Vedclt belongs an Aranya,
divided, like the &nltita, into lectures (praBna), and again
subdivided into chapters (anuvaca), containing texts, or sec
tions, which are numbered, and in which the syllables
have been counted. Here also a division by candas, a('.cord
ing to the different subjects, prevails. The six first lectures,
and their corresponding cQ.lu'laSj relate to religious obser
vances. The two next constitute three Upanishads j or, as
they are usually cited, two; one of which is commonly
entitlpd the Taittiriyaca Upanishad: the other is called
the Narayana, or, to distinguish it from another belong
ing exclusively to the At'harvaveda, the great (Mana, or
Vrl'han) Narayana. They are all admitted in collections
of theological treatises appendant on the At'harvana; but
the last-mentioned is there subdivided into two Upanishads.

For a further specimen of this Yajurveda, I shall only
quote the opening of the third and last chapter of the
Varuni, or second TaittMyaca Upanishad, with the intro
ductory chapter of the first.t

'BHRYOU, the offspring of YARUNA, approached his
father, saying, " Venerable [father]! make known to me
Brahme." VARUNA propounded these: namely, food [or
body], truth [or life], sight, hearing, mind [or thought], and
speech: and thus proceeded, " That whence all beings are

• The Taittiriya, like other VUJas, haa ita IlrfJhmafw" and frequent
quotations from it occur in the commentary on the prayers, and in
other places. Rut I have not yet seen a complete copy of this por
tion of the Indian sacred books.

t I use several copies of the entire Aranga, with §ANCAS.... 'S

commentary on the Taittirlga Upanishad, and annotations on his glOll8
by ANANDAJNYANA; besides separate copies of that, and of the
Makcinaragana, and a commentary on the VarUlli Upanishad, entiUed
Laghu dipica. .
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produced, that by which they llvewhen born, that towards
which they tend, and that into which they pass, do thou
seek, [for] that is Brahme."

, He meditated [in] devout contemplation; and having
thought profoundly, he recognised food [or body] to be
Brahme: for all beings are indeed produced from food;
when born, they live by food; towards food they tend;
they pass into food. This he comprehended; [but yet
unsatisfied] he again approached his father VARU:NA, say
ing, It Venerable [father] make known to me Brahme."
V ARUNA replied, U Seek the knowledge of Brahme by
devout meditation: Brahme is profound contemplation."

'Having deeply meditated, he discovered breath [or
life] to be Brahme j for all these beings are indeed pro
duced from breath; when born, they live by breath; to
wards breath they tend; they pass into breath. This he
understood: [but] again he approached his father V ARUN A,

saying, It Venerable [father]! make known to me Brahme."
V ARUNA replied, " Seek him by profound meditation:
Brahme is that."

, He meditated in deep contemplation, and discovered
intellect to be Brahme: for all these beings are indeed
produced from intellect: when born, they live by intellect ;
towards intellect they tend; and they pass into intellect.
This he understood: [but] again he came to his father
V ARUNA, saying, U Venerable [father], make known to
me Brahme." VARUNA replied, It Inquire by devout con
templation: profound meditation is Brahme."

, He thought deeply; and having thus meditated [with]
devout contemplation, he knew Ananda [or felicity] to be
Brahme: for all these beings are indeed produced from
pleasure; when born, they live by joy; they tend towards
happiness; they pass into felicity.

, Such is the science which was attained by BHRYGU,
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taught by VARUNA, and founded on the supreme etherial
spirit. He who knows this, rests on the same support, is
endowed with [abundant] food, and becomes [a blazing fire]
which consumes food: great he is by progeny, by cattle,
and by holy perfections, and great by propitious celebrity.'

The aboTe is the beginning of the last chapter of the
Varun~ UpaniBiad. I omit the remainder ofit. The first
Taittiriyaca Upanuilad opens with the following prayer.
, May MITRA [who pre~ides over the-day], VARUN A [who
governs the night], ARYAMAN [or the regent of the sun
and of sight], INDRA [who gives strength]~ VRiHASPATl
[who rules the speech and understanding], and V ISH NU,

whose step is vast, grant us ease. [I] bow to Brahme.
Salutation unto thee, 0 air ! Even thou art Brahme, pre
sent [to our apprehension]. Thee I will call, " present
Brahme:" thee I will name, "the right one:" thee I will
pronounce, " the true one." May'THAT' (BrahJrle, the
universal being entitled air], preserve me; may tha.t pre
serve the teacher: propitious be it."

On other UPANISHADS of the YAJURV{WA.

Among the Sac'has of the Yajurveda, one, entitled
Maitra'!lan~, furnishes an Upanishad which bears the
same denomination. An abridged paraphrase of it, in
verse,t shows it to be a dialogue in which a sage, named
SACAYANA, communicates to the king, VRiHADRAT'HA,
theological knowledge derived from another sage, called
MAITRA.

• I have inserted here, as in other places, between crotchets, such
illustrations from the commentary as appear requisite to render the
text intelligible.

t By VIDyARANYA. I have not seen the original.
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A different So,c'ha of this Veda, entitled the Cat'ka, or
Cat'haca, furnishes an Upanishad bearing that name, and
which is one of those most frequently cited by writers on
the Vedanta. It is an extract from a Brahmana, and also
occurs in collections of Upanishads, appertaining to the
.At'harvana.

SWETASWATARA, who has given his name to one more
so.c'ha of the Yajurveda, from which an UpaniBhad is ex
tracted,· is introduced in it as teaching theology. This
Upanishad, comprised in six chapters or lectures (ad'kyaya),
is found in collections of theological tracts appertaining to
the At'harvaveda; but, strictly, it appears to belong. ex
clusively to the Yajusk.

On the SAMAVEDA.

A peculiar degree of holiness seems to be attached,
according to Inqian notions, to the Samaveda; if reliance
may be placed on the inference suggested by the etymo
logy of its name, which indicates, according to the deriva
tiont usually assigned to it, the efficacy of this part of the
vedas in removing sin.· The prayers belonging to it are,
as before observed, composed in metre, and intended to be
chanted, and their supposed efficacy is apparently ascribed
to this mode of uttering them.

Not having yet obtained a complete copy of this Veda,
or of any commentary on it, I can only describe it imper
fectly, from such fragments as I have been able to collect.

A principal, if not the first, part of the Samaveda is that

• In the abridgment of it by VIDvARANYA, this is the description
given of the Stoitdswatara Upanishad.

t From the root sM, convertible into So and sa, and signifying' to
destroy.' The derivative is expounded as denoting something' which
destroys sin.'
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entitled Arckica. It comprises prayers, among which I
o~"emany that conatantly recur in rituals of SEurwve&ya,
or Ck'hand6ga priests, and some of which have been
translated in former essays.· They are here arranged, as
appears from two copies of the Arckica,t in six chapters
(prapataca) subdivided into half chapters, and into sections
(daaatf); ten in each chapter, and usually containing the
exact number of ten verses each. The same collection of
prayers, in the same order, but prepared for chanting, is
distributed in seventeen chapters, under the title of the
Gramageya gana. That, at least, is its title in the only
copy which I have seen. But rituals, directing the same
prayers to be chanted, employ the designation of Arckica
gana, among other terms applicable to various modes of
rhythmical recitation.

Another portion of the Samaveda, arranged for chanting,
bears the title of Aranya gana. Three copies of it,t which
seem to agree exactly, exhibit the same distribution into
three chapters, which are subdivided into half chapters and
decades or sections, like the Arckica above-mentioned.§
But I have not yet found a plain copy of it, divested of the
additions made for guidance in chanting it.

The additions here alluded to consist in prolonging the
sounds of vowels, and resolving diphthongs into two or
more syllables, inserting likewise, in many places, other
additional syllables, besides placing numerical marks for
the management of the voice. Some of the prayers being

• Asiatic Researches, vols. v. and vii.

t One of them dated nearly two centuries ago, in 1672 Sarnuat.
This copy exhibits the further title of Ch'handasi SankitfJ.

t The most ancient of those in my possession is dated nearly three
centuries ago, in 1587 &muat.

§ This Aranga comprises nearly three hundred verses (saman), or
exactly 290. The Archica contains twice as many, or nearly 600.
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subject to variation in the mode of chanting them, are
repeated once or oftener, for the purpose of showing thes
differences, and to most are prefixed the appropriate names
of the several passages.

U d ' I'n er the title of Arshaya Brahmana, I have found
what seems to be an index of these two portions of the
&maveda: for the names of the passogp-s, or sometimes
the initial words, are there enumerated in the Rame order
in which they occur in the Grama geya, or Archica, fol
lowed by the Ara7lya ga-Ita. This index does not, like the
explanatory tables of the other Vedas, specify the metre of
each prayer, the deity addressed in it, and the occasion on
which it should be used, but only the Rlshi, or author:
and, from the variety of names ('ltated in some instances, a
conclusion may be drawn, that the same texts are ascrib
able to more than one author.

It has been already hinted, that the modes of chanting
the same prayers are various, and bear different appella
tions. Thus, the rituals frequently direct certain texts of
this Veda to be first recited simply, in a low voice accord
ing to the usual mode of inaudible utterance of the Vedas,
and then to be similarly chanted in a particular manner,
under the designation ofArchica gfzna; showing, however,
divers variations and exceptions from that mode, under
the distinct appellation of Aniructa gana.. So, likewil"e,
o~ nearly the same passages, which are contained in the
Archica and Gramageya, are arranged in a different order,
with further variations as to the mode of chanting them, in
another collection named the Uha gana.

From the comparison and examination of these parts of
the Sf.zmaveda, in which, so far as the collation of them has

• The ritual, which is the cbief authority for this remark, is one by
SrYANACHARYA, entitled Yajnyfltrlntra Sud'hrinid'lti.

VOL. I. G
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been carried, the texts appear to be the same, only arranged
in a different order, and marked for a different mode of
recitation, I am led to think, that other collections, under
similar names," may not diffel' more widely from the
Archica and Ara1zya above-mentioned ~ and that these
may possibly constitute the whole of that part of the
Samaveda, which corresponds to the Sanhitas of other
Vedas.

Uoder the denomination of Brahmalza, which is appro
priated to the second part or supplement of the Veda,
various works have been received by different schools of
the so'mavUa. Four appear to be extant; three of which
have been seen by me, either complete or In part. One
is denominated Sha/lvima; probably from its containing
twenty-six chapters. Another is called Adbhuta, or, at
greater length, Adbhuta Brahma11a. The only portion,
which I have yet seen, of either, has the appearance of a
fragment, and breaks off at the close of the fifth chapter:
both names are there introduced, owing, as it should seem,
to some error; and I shall not attempt to detenoine which
of them it really belongs to. A third Brahmana of this
Veda is termed Panchavinsa; so named, probably, from
the number of twenty-five chapters comprised in it: and I
conjecture this to be the same with one in my possession
not designated by any particular title, but containing that
precise number of chapters.

The best known among the Braltmanas of the Sama
1Jeda, is that entitled Ta-fUlya. It was expounded by

• Sir ROBERT CHAMBERS'S copy of the SamavUa eoroprised four
portions, entitled Gana, the distinct names of which, according to the.
list received from him, are Vigana Arna, Vegana, Ugana, and UhYIJ
gana. The fu'st of these, I suspect to he the Aranya, written in that
list, Arna: the last seems to be the same with that which is in my
copy denominated llha gana.
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SAYANACHARYA; but a fragment of the text with his
commentary, including the whole of the second book
(panjica), from the sixth to the tenth lecture, is all that I
have been yet able to procure. This fragment relates to
the religious ceremony named Agnisht6ma. I do not find
in it, nor in other portions of tbe Samaveda before described;
any passage, which can be conveniently translated as a
specimen of the style of this Veda. .

Leaving, then, the Mantms and Brahmanas of the
Samaveda, I proceed to notice its principal Upanishad,
which is one of the longest and most abstruse compositions
bearing that title.

The Ch'hand6gya Upanishad contains eight chapters
(prapatacas), apparently extracted from some portion of
the Brahmalw, in which they are numbered from three to
ten.'* The firlSt and second, not being included in the
Upanishad, probably relate to religious ceremonies. The
chapters are unequally subdivided into paragraphs or sec
tions; amounting, in an, to more than a hundred and fifty.

A great part of the Ch'hand6gya t is in a didactic form:
including however, like most of the other Upanishads,
several dialogues. The beginning of one, between SAN A T

CUMARA and NAREDA, which occupies the whole of the
seventh chapter, t has already been quoted. The preced
ing chapter consists of two dialogues between Sw ETAcfnu,
grandson of ARlINA, and his own father, UDDALAcA, the
son of A RUN A. These had been prepared in the fifth

• I have several copies of the text, with the gloss of §ANCARA,
and annotations on it by ANANDAJNYANAGlRI; besides the notes of
VYASATfRT'HA on a commentary by ANANDATfRT'HA.

t Its author, indicated byVYASATfRT'IIA, is HAYAGRfvA

t That is, the seventh of the extract which constitutes this Upani~

shad; but the ninth, according to the mode of numbering the chapters
in the book, whence it is taken.

<:2
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chapter, where PRAVAHANA, son of JiVALA, convicts
SWET ACETU of ignorance in theology: and where that
conversation is followed by several other dialogues, inter
mixed with successive references for instruction. The fourth
chapter opens with a story respecting JAN ASaUTI, grand
son of PUTRA; and, in this and the fifth chapter, dialogues,
between human beings, are interspersed with others in which
the interlocutors are either divine or imaginary persons. The
eighth or last chapter contains a disquisition on the soul, in
a conference between PRAJAPATI and INDRA.

I shall here quote, from this Upanishad, a single dialogue
belonging to the fifth chapter.

, PRACHiNASALA, son of UPAMANYU, SATYAY AJNYA,
issue of PULUSHA, INDRADYUMNA offspring of BRA L
LAVI, JANA descendant of SARCARACSRY A, and VUDILA
sprung from ASWATARHwA, being all perRons deeply
conversant with holy writ, and possessed of great dwellings,
meeting together, engaged in this disquisition, " \Vhat is
our soul 1 and who is Brakme 1"

'These venerable persons reflected, " UDDALACA, the
son of ARUNA, is well acquainted with the universal soul:
let us immediately go to him." They went: but he
reflected, " These great and very learned persons will ask
me; and I shall not [be able] to communicate the whole
[which they inquire]: I will at once indicate to them
another [instructor]." He thus addressed them, " ASWA
PATI, the son of CECAYA, is well acquainted with the
universal soul; let us now go to him."

" They all went; and, on their an-ival, [the king] caused
due honours to be shown to them respectively; and, next
morning, civilly dismissed them; [but, observing that they
staid, and did not accept his presents,] he thus spoke:
" In my dominions, there is no robber; nor miser; no
drunkard; nor anyone neglectful of a consecmted hearth;
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none ignorant; and no adulterer, nor adulteress. Whence
[can you have been aggrieved]!" [As they did not state
a complaint, he thus proceeded:] " I must be asked, 0
venerable men! [for what you desire]." [Finding, that
they made no request, he went on:] " As much as I shall
bestow on each officiating priest, so much will I also give
to you. Stay then, most reverend men." They answered:
" It is indeed requisite to inform a person of the purpose
of a visit. Thou well kllowest the universal soul; com
municate that knowledge unto us." He replied; " To
morrow I will declare it to you." Perceiving his drift,
they, next day, attended him, bearing [like pupils] logs of
firewood. Without bowing to them, he thus spoke:-

"Whom dost thou worship as the soul, 0 son of
UPAMANyu1" "Heaven," answered he, "0 venerable
king!" "Splendid is that [portion of the] universal self,
which thou dost worship as the soul: therefore, in thy
family, is seen [the juice of the acid asclepias] drawn,
expressed, and prepared, (for religious rites]; thou dost
consume food [as a blazing fire]; and thou dostview a
[son or other] beloved object. Whoever worships this for
the universal soul, similarly enjoys food, contemplates Ii.
beloved object, and finds religious occupations in his family.
But this is [only] the head of the soul. Thy head had been
lost," added the king, " hadst thou not come to me."

, He now turned to SATY AYAJNY A, the sonofPuLusHA,
saying, "Whom dost thou worship as the soul, 0 descen
dant of PRACHiNAy6GA 1" "The sun," answered he,
"0 venerable king!" "Varied is that [portion of the]
universal self, which thou dost worship as the soul; and,
therefore.• in thy family, many various forms are seen; a
car yoked with mares, and treasure, together with female
slaves, surround thee; thou dost consume food, and con
template a pleasing object. Whoever worships this, for
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the univel'6al soul, has the same enjoyments, and finds
religious occupations in his family. But this is only the
eye of soul. Thou hadst been blind," said the king,
$' hadst thou not come to me."

, He next addressed INDRADvuMNA, the son of BHAL
J,AVI: "Whom dost thou wOl'6hip 8S the soul, 0 descendant
of VVAGHRAPAD." "Air," replied he, "0 venerable
king!" "Diffused is that portion of the universal self,
which thou dost worship as the soul; numerous offerings
reach thee; many tracts of cars follow thee: thou dost
consume food: thou viewest a favourite object. Whoever
wOl'Ships this, for the universal soul, enjoys food and con
templates a beloved object: and has religious occupations
in his family. But this is only the breath of soul. Thy
breath had expired," said the king, " hadst thou not come
to me."

, He next interrogated JANA, the sonofSARcARAcsHvA:
J' Whom dost thou worship as the soul, 0 son of SARCA
RACS Hv A?" "The etherial element," said he, " 0 vene
rable king!" "Abundant is that universal self, whom
thou dost worship as the soul; and, therefore, thou likewise
dost abound with progeny and wealth. Thou dost consume
food; thou viewest a favourite object. Whoever worships
this, for the universal soul, consumes food, and sees a
beloved object; and has religious occupations in his family.
But this is only the trunk of soul. Thy trunk had cor
rupted," said the king, " hadst thou not come to me."

, He afterwards inquired of VUDILA, the son of ASWA
TARASwA: "Whom dost thou worship as the soul, 0
descendant of VVAGHRAPAD?" "Water," said he "0
:venerable king!" "Rich is that universal self, whom thou
dost worship 8S the soul; and, therefore, art thou opulent
and thriving. Thou dost consume food; thou viewest a
favourite object. Wh~ver worships thj.s, for the universal
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soul, partakes of similar enjoyments, contemplates as dear
an object, and has religious occupations in his family. But
this is only the abdomen of the soul. Thy bladder had
burst," said the king, " hOOst thou not come to me."

• Lastly, he interrogated UDDALACA, the son of ARUNA.

~, Whom dost thou 'Worship as the soul, 0 descendant of
G6TAMA?" "The earth," said he, "0 venerable king!"
U Constant is that universal self, whom thou dost worship
as the soul: and, therefore, thou remainest steady, with
offspring and with cattle. Thou dost consume food; thou
viewest a favourite object. Whoever worships this, for the
universal soul. shares like enjoyments, and views as beloved
an object, and has religious occupations in his family. But
this forms only the feet of the soul. Thy feet had been
lame," said the king, " hadst thou not come to me."

~ He thus addressed them [collectively]: "You consider
this universal soul, as it were an individual being; and you
partake of distinct enjoyment. But he, who worships, as
the universal soul, that which is known by its [manifested]
portions, and is inferred [from consciousness], enjoys nou
rishment in all worlds, in all beings, in all souls: his head
is splendid, like that of this universal soul; his eye is
similarly varied; his breath is equally diffueed; his trunk
is no less abundant; his abdomen is alike full; and his feet
are the earth; his breast is the altar; his hair is the sacred
grass; his heart, the household fire; his mind, the conse
crated flame; and his mouth, the oblation.

" The food, which first reaches him, should be solemnly
offered: and the first oblation, which he makes, he should
present with these words: "Be this oblation to breath
efficacious." Thus breath is satisfied; and, in that, the eye
is satiate; and, in the eye, the sun is content; and, in the
sun, the sky is gratified; and, in the sky, heaven and the
sun, and whatever is dependant, become replete: and after
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that, he himself [who eats] is fully gratified with offspring
and cattle; with vigour proceeding from food, and splendour
arising from holy observances.-

" But whoever makes an oblation to fire, being unac
quainted with the universal soul, acts in the same manner,
as one who throws live coals into ashes: while he, who
presents an oblation, possessing that knowledge, has made
an offering in all worlds, in all beings, in all souls. As the
tip of dry grass, which is cast into the fire, readily kindles;
EO are all the faults of that mnn consumed. He, who
knows this, has only presented an oblation to the universal
soul, even though he knowingly give the residue to a ChO:n
flaia. For, on this point, a text is [preserved]: " As, in
this world, hungry infants press round their mother; so do
all beings await the holy oblation: they await the holy
oblation."

Another Upanishad of the Samaveda belongs to the
Sfu:'h!l of the Taiavacaras. It is called, the U Ceneshita,"
or " Cena" Upanishad, from the word, or words, with which
it opens: and, as appears from SANCARA'S comme~tary,t
this treatise is the ninth chapter (ad:hyaya) of the work,
from which it is extracted. It is comprised in four sections
(c'hafula). The form is that of a dialogue between instruc
tors and their pupils. The subject is, as in other Upanishads,
a disquisition on abstruse and mystical theology. I shall
not make any extract from it, but proceed to describe the
fourth and last Veda.

• Several similar parawaphs, respecting foul' other oblations, so
presented to other inspirations of air, are here omitted for the sake
of brevity. The taking of a mouthful, by an orthodox Hindr~

theologian, is considered as an efficacious oblation: and denominated
Praftiignihbtra.

t I have SANCARA'S gloss, with the illustrations of his annotator,
and the ample commentary of CRISHNANANOA: besides a separate
gloss, with atmotations, on the similar Upanihlwd belonging to the
,At'harvaveda. .
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On the AT'HARV A-vtDA.

The Sanhita, or collection of prayers and invocations,
belonging to the Atharvana, is comprised in twenty books
(cafuta), subdivided into sections (alluVllca), hymns (mcta),
and verses (r'ick). Another mode of divillion by chapters
~)rapataca) is also indicated. The number of verses is
stated at 6015; the sections exceed a hundred; and the

•hymns amount to more than seven hundred and sixty. The
number of chapters is forty nearly.

A passage from this Veda was quoted by Sir W. JONES

in his essay on the literature of the Hindus;'*' and a version
of it was given, as a specimen of the language and style of
the At'karvana. That passage comprises the whole of the
forty-third hymn of the nineteenth book.t In the begin
ning of the same book, I find a hymn (numbered as the
sixth) which is almost word for word the same with that,
which has been before cited from the thirty-first chapter of
the white Yajusk.t Some of the verses are indeed traDs
posed, and here and there a word differs: for example, it
opens by describing the primeval man (puruska) with a
thousand arms, instead of a thousand heads. The purport
is, nevertheless, the same; and it is needless, therefore, to
insert a version of it in this place.'

The next hymn, in the same book, includes an important
passage. It names the twenty-eight asterisms in their

• Asiatic Researches, vol. i. p. 347.

t Sir W. JONES cites it, as from the first book; I suspect, that, in
Colonel POLIER'S copy, the nineteenth book mig-ht stand first in the
volume. It does so, in General MARTINE'S transcript, though the
t'olophon be correct. I bave another, and very complete, copy of this
Veda. General MARTINE'S, which I also possess, is defective; con
taining only the ten first and the two last books. An ancient fragment,
also in my possession, does not extend beyond the sixth.

: Asiatic Researches, vol. vii. p. 251.
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order, beginning with Cr'ittica: and seems to refer the
solstice to the end of AslesM, or beginning of MaghO.. I
call it an important passage; first, because it shows, that
the introduction of the twenty-eighth asterism is as ancient
as the At'harva-veda; and, secondly, because it authorises
a presumption, that the whole of that Veda, like this parti
cular hymn, may have been composed when the solstice
was reckoned in the middle, or at the end, of As!esha,·
and the origin of the Zodiac was placed at the beginning of.
Crzttica. On the obvious conclusion, respecting the age
of the Veda, I shall enlarge in another place.

An incantation, which appears to be the same that is
mentioned by Sir W. JONEs,t occurs in the fourth section
of the nineteenth book. It is indeed a tremendous in
cantation; especially three sUctas, or hymns, which are
numbered 28, 29, and 30. A single line will be a sufficient
specimen of these imprecations, in which, too, there is much
sameness.

'Destroy, 0 sacred grass,t my foes; exterminate my
enemies; annihilate all those, who hate me, 0 precious
gem!'

The Atharva-veda, as is well known, contains many
forms of imprecation for the destruction of enemies. But
it must not be inferred, that such is the chief subject of
that Veda; since it also contains a great number of pl-ayers
for safety and for the averting of calamities: and, like the
other Vedas, numerous hymns to the gods, with prayers to
be used at solemn rites and religious exercises, excepting
such as are named Yajnya.

• The middle of Aslesha, if the divisions be twenty-seven, and its
end, when they are twenty-eight equal portions, give the same place
for the colure.

t Asiatic Researches, vol. i. p. 348.

t Dal'bha, Poa Cynosuroides.

I

~
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The G6path'a Brahmana appears to belong to the se
cond part of this Veda. Not having seen a commentary,
nor an index, of this work, I can only speak of it from a
copy in my possession: this contains five chapters (prapa
taca), with the date of the transcript· and name of the
transcriber, at the end of the' fifth, as is usual in the colo
phon at the close of a volume.

The first chapter of this G6pat'ha Brallmana traces the
origin of the universe from Brahme; and it appears from
the fourth section of this chapter, that AT'HARVAN is con
sidered as a Prajapati appointed by Brahme to create and
protect subordinate beings.

In the fifth chapter, several remarkable passages, iden
tifying the primeval person (purusha) with the year (.~amvat

sara), convey marked allusions to the calendar. In one
place (the fifth section), besides stating the year to contain
twelve or thirteen lunar months, the subdivision of that
period is pursued to 360 days; and, thence, to 10,800 mu
hurtas, or hours.

I proceed to notice the most remarkable part of the
At'har1Ja-veda, consisting of the theological treatises, en
titled Upanishads, which are appendant on it. They are
computed at fifty-two: but this number is completed by
reckoning, as distinct Upanishads, different parts of a single
tract. Four such treatises, comprising eight Upanishads,
together with six of those before described as appertaining
to other Vedas, are perpetually cited in dissertations on the
Vedanta.· Others are either more sparingly, or not at all,
quoted.

• It is dated at Mat'hltra, in the year (Samtlat) 1732.
t The Gena and Ch'handOgya from the Stlmavr.da " the Vr'l:had

aranyaca and iitivtJsya from the white Yajuah, and the Taittinyaca
from the black Yajuah " the Aitarr.ya from the R'l:gvUJa " and the
Cat'ha, Praina, MufUJaca, and MahflUcya from the At'harvana. To
these should be added, th~ Nrisinha tapanlya.
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(

It may be here proper to explain what IS meant by
Upanishad. In dictionaries, this term is made equivalent
to Rehesya, which signifies mystery. This last term is, in
fact, frequently employed by MENU, and other ancient
authors, where the commentators understand Upanisltads
to be meant. But neither the' etymology, nor the accepta
tion, of the word, which is now to be explained, has any
direct connexion with the idea of secrecy, concealment, or
mystery. Its proper meaning, according to SANCARA,

SAY AN A, and all the commentators, is divine science, or
the knowledge of GOD: and, according to the same autho
rities, it is equally applicable to theology itself, and to a
book in which this science is taught. Its derivation is
from the verb sad (shad-lrl), to destroy, to move, or to
weary, preceded by the prepositions upa near, and ni con
tinually, or nis certainly. The sense, properly deducible
from this etymology, according to the different explanations
given by commentators, invariably points to the know
ledge of the divine perfections, and to the consequent
attainment of beatitude through exemption from passions.""

The whole of the Indian theology is professedly founded
011 the Upanisltads.t Those, which have been before de
scribed, have been shown to be extracts from the Veda.
The rest are also considered as appertaining to the Indian
scripture: it does not, however, clearly appear, whether
they are detached essays, or have been extracted from a
Branmana of the At'harva-veda. I have not found any
of them in the Sanhita of the At'harvana, nor in the
G6pat'ha Brahmana.

• SANOARA, and A.NANDASRAMA on the Vr't:had aranyaca,' as also
the commentaries on other Upanishads: especially SANOARA on the
ClJfhaca. Other authors concur in assigniBg the same acceptation
and etymology, to the word: they vary, only, in the mode of recon·
ciling the derivation with thc sense.

t It is expressly so affirmed in the Vedanta sara, v.3.
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In the best copies of the fifty-two Upanishads,· the first
fifteen are stated to have been taken from the Saunac1yas,
whose Sac'lt6. seems to be the principal one ofthe At'harva
veda. The remaining thirty-seven appertain to various
SUc'has, mostly to that of the PaippalUdis: but some of
them, as will be shown, are borrowed from other Vedas.

The ~Iuftflaca, divided into six sections unequally dis
tributed in two parts, is the first Upanishad of the At'har
vona; and is also one of the most important, for the doc
trines which it contains. It has been fully illustrated by
SANCARA, whose gloss is assisted by the annotations of

ANANDAJNYANA. The opening of this Upanishad, com
prising the whole of the fil'st section, is here subjoined.

/; 'BRAHMA was first of the gods, framer of the uni
verse, guardian of the world. He taught the knowledge
of GOD, which is the foundation of all science, to his
eldest sonAT'HARVA. That holy science, which BRAHMA
revealed to AT'HARV AN,t was communicated by him to
ANGIR, who transmitted it to SATYAVAHA, the descendant
of BHARADWAJA; and this son of BHARADWAJA im

parted the traditional science to ANGIRAS., ' ,
SAUNACA, or the son of SUNACA, a mighty house-

holder, addressing ANGIRAS with due respect, asked,
II What is it, 0 venerable sage, through which, when

known, this universe is understood 1"
'To him the holy personage thus replied: "Two sorts

• I possess an excellent copy, which corresponds with one tran
8cribed for Mr. BLAQUJ ERI!l, from a similar collection of Upanishads
belonging to the late Sir 'V. JONES. In two other copies, which I
also obtained at Benares, the arrangement differs, and several Upa
nishads are inserted, the genuineness of which is questionable; while
others are admitted, which belong exclusively to the YajurTJteUi.

t SANOARA remarks, that AT'HARVA, or AT'HARVAN, may have
been the first creature, in one of the many modcs of creation, which
have been practised by BRAHM.&.
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of science must be distinguished; as they, who know Go D,

declare: the supreme science, and another. This other is
the RzgvMa, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda, the At'harva
veda /',. the rules of accentuation, the rites of religion,
grammar, the glossary and explanation of obscure terms,
prosody, and astronomy: also the Itiltfua and Purflfta;
and logic, with the rules of interpretation, and the system
of moral duties.

" But the supreme science is that, by which this unpe
rishable [nature] is apprehended; invisible [or impercep
tible, as is that nature]: not to be seized; not to be de
duced; devoid of colour; destitute of eyes and ears; with-

\ out hands or feet, yet ever variously pervading all: minute,
I unalterable; and contemplated by the wise for the source
of beings.

" As the spider spins and gathers back [its thread]; as
plants sprout on the earth; as hairs grow on a living
person: so is this universe, here, produced from the unpe
rishable nature. By contemplation, the vast one germi
nates; from him food [or body] is produced; and thence,
successively, breath, mind, real [elements], worlds, and
immortality arising from [good] deeds. The omniscient is
profound contemplation, consisting in the knowledge of
him, who knows all: and, from that, the [manifested] vast
one, as well as names, forms, and food, pl'oceed: and this
is truth."

The Prasna, which is the second Upanishad, and equally
important with the first, consists, like it, of six sections;
and has been similarly interpreted by SAN CARA and BALA
cRIsHlvA.t In this dialogue, SUCESA, the son of BHARAD-

• Meaning the prayers contained in the four Vedas, disjoined from
theology.

t J have several copies of the text, besides commentaries on both
Upanishads. .
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wAJA, SATYACAMA, descended from SIVJ, SAURYAYAlh,
a remote descendant of the Sun, but belonging to the family
of GARGA, CAUSALYA, surnamed .ASWALAYANA, or son
of ASWALA, VAIDARBHI of the race of BHRIGU, together
with CABAND'Hi, surnamed CATYAYANA, or descendant

of CATVA, are introduced as seeking the knowledge of
theology, and applying to PIPPALADA for instruction.
They succe88ively interrogate him concerning the origin of
creatures, the nature of the gods, the union of life with
body, and the connexion of thoughts with the BOul.

The nine succeeding Upanishads (from' the 3d to the
11th) are of inferior importance, and have been left unex

plained by the writers on the V6d1J.nta, because they do
not directly relate to the SarlTaCa, or theological doctrine re
specting the BOUI. '*' They are enumerated in the margin.t

The Mfuutucya follows, and consists of four parts, each
constituting a distinct Upanishad. This abstruse treatise,
comprising the most material doctrines of the Vedanta, has
been elucidated by the labours of GA UDAPADA, and SAN

CARA. GAUDAPADA'S commentary is assisted by the notes
of ANANDAGIRI.

Among the miscellaneous Upanishads, the first thirteen
(from the 16th to the 28th) have been left uncommented by

the principal expounders of the Vedanta, for a reason before
mentioned. The names of these Upanishads will be found

in the subjoined note.t

• This reason is assigned by the annotator on §ANCARA'S gloss, at
the beginning of his notes on the Munflaca Upanishad.

t 3d Brahme-vidyii. 4th Cshurica. 5th ChUlica. 6th and 7th
At'harva.siras. 8th Garbha. 9th MaM. 10th Brahma. 11th Pra·
MgnihOtra.

t 16th NUa-rudra. 17th Nada·vindu. 18th Brakme·vindu. 19th
Amr~la-vindu. 20th D'hyana.vindu. 21st Ttjo..vindu. 22d YOga.
swsM. 23d yoga-Iatwa. 24th Sannytisa. 25th A1"Untya or Arufti
yOga. 26th Caftt'hasruti. 27th Piflfla. 28th Alma.

•
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The following six from (from the 29th to the 34th,) con
stitute the Nr'lsinha TapanfytL; five of them compose the
Purva Tapanfya, or first part of the Upanishad so called ;
and the last, and most important, is entitled Uttara
Tapanlya. It has been expounded by GAUDAPADA, as
the first part (if not the whole Upllnishacl) has been by
SANCARA.'*' The object of this treatise appears to be the
identifying of NRISINH A with all the gods: but, so far as I
comprehend its meaning (for I have not sufficiently examined
it to pronounce confidently on this point,) the fabulous incar
nation of VISHNU, in the shape of a vast lion, does not seem
to be at all intended; and the name of NRYslNHA is applied
to the divinity, with a superlative import, but with no appa
rent allusion to that fable.

The two next Upanishads constitute the first and second
parts of the Cat'haca, or VaUl, or Cat'havalU (for the name
varies in different copies). It belongs properly to the Ya
jurveda, as before mentioned; but it is usually cited from
the At'harvana; and has been commented, as appertaining
to this Veda, by SANCARA, and by B.tLACRISHNA.t

It comprises six sections, severally entitled VaW; but
constituting two chapters (ad'hyaya), denominated Pur
va-valll and Uttara-vaW. The dialogue is supported by
Mrztyu, or death, and the prince N ACHld:TAS, whom IJis
father, VAJ ASRAVASA, consigned to YAMA, being provoked
by the boy's importunately asking him, (through zeal, how-

• I have several copies of the text, and of GAUDAPADA'S commen
tary j with a single transcript of SANCARA'S gloss on the five first of
the treatises entitled Ttipan'iya.

t The commentary of SANCAKA is, as usual, concise and perspi
cuous: and that of BALAoRIsHNA, copious hut clear. Besides their
commentaries, and several copies of the text, togetber with a para
phrase by VIDYARANYA, I have found this Upanishad forming a
chapter in a Brtih'mana, which is marked as belonging to the 8ama
veda, and which I conjecture to be the Panchavima Brtihmana of
tbat Veda.
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ever, for the success of a sacrifice performed to ensure uni
versal conquest,) " to whom wilt thou give me?" YAMA

receives N ACHlcF:TAS with honour, and instructs him in

theology, by which beatitude and exemption from worldly
sufferings may be attained, through a knowledge of the true
nature of the soul, and its identity with the Supreme Being.
The doctrine is similar to that of other principal Upanishads.

The Geneshita, or Gena Upanisltad, is the thirty-seventh
of the At'harvana, and agrees, almost word for word, with
a treatise bearing the same title, and belonging to a sac'M
of the Samaveda. SAN CAR A has, however, written sepa
rate commentaries on both, for the sake of exhibiting their

different interpretations." Both commentaries have, as
usual, been annotated.

A short Upanishad, entitled Narayana, is followed by
two others (39th and 40th), which form the first and second
parts ofthe Vrzhan Narayana. This corresponds, as before
mentioned, with an Upanishad, bearing the same title, and
terminating the A~anya of the TaittMya Yajurveda.

On the three subsequent Upanishads I shall offer no
remarks; they have not been commented among such as
relate to the Vedanta; and I have not ascertained whence

they are extracted.t
Under the name of AnandavalU and Bhrtguvam, two

Upanishads follow (44th and 45th), which have been
already noticed as extracts from the Aranya of the black
Yajush, distinguished by the titles of Taittirfya and Varuni.

The remaining seven Upanishads t are unexplained by

• Her!', as in other instances, I speak from copies in my possession.

t Their titles are, 41st Sarv'opanishatsara. 42d Hansa. And 43d
Parama hansa.

t 46th Gandla. 47th Galagni-rudra. 48th and 49th Rama tapanlya,
fi1'tlt and second parts. 50th Caivalya. 51st Jabala. 52d Asrama.

VOL. I. H
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commentators on the Vedanta. They are, indeed, suffi
ciently easy, not to require a laboured interpretation: but
there is room to regret the want of an ancient commentary,
which might assist in determining whether these Upanishads
be genuine. The reason of this remark will be subsequently
explained.

Entertaining no doubts concerning the genuineness of the
other worksl which have been here described, I think it
nevertheless proper to state some of the reasons, on which
my belief of their authenticity is founded. It appears neces
sary to do so, since a late author has abruptly pronounced
the Vedas to be forgeries."

It has been already mentioned, that the practice of reading
the principal Vedas in superstitious modes, tends to preserve
the genuine text. Copies, prepared for such modes of
recital, are spread in various parts of India, especially Be
nares, Jeyenagar, and the banks of the G6ddvert. Inter
polations and forgeries have become impracticaLle since this
usage has been introduced: and the R'1gveda, and both
the Yajushes, belonging to the several Sac'has, in which
that custom has been adopted, have been, therefore, long
safe from alteration.

The explanatory table of contents, belonging to the several
Vedas, also tends to ensure the purity of the text; since
the subject and length of each passage are therein specified.
The index, again, is itself secured from alteration by more
than one exposition of its meaning, in the form of a per
petual commentary.

It is a received and well grounded opinion of the learned
in India, that no book is altogether safe from changes and
interpolations until it have been commented: but when once
a gloss has been published, no fabrication could aftelwards

4 Mr. PINKERTON, in his Modern Geography, Vol. II.
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succeed; because the perpetual commentary notices every
passage, and, in general, explains every word.

Commentaries on the Vedas themselves exist, which tes
tify the authenticity of the text. Some are stated to have
been composed in eady times: I shall not, however, rely on
any but those to which I can with certainty refer. I have
fragments of UvAtA'S gloss; the greatest part of SAY A:N A'S

on several Vedas; and a complete one by M AHiD'H AR A on
asingle Veda. I also possess nearly the whole ofSAN CAR A'S

commentary on the Upanisltads; and a part of G Au
DAP_4.DA'S; with others, by different authors of less note.

The genuineness of the commentaries, again, is secured
by a crowd of annotators, whose works expound every
passage in the original gloss ; and whose annotations are
again interpreted by others. This observation is particu
larly applicable to the most important parts of the vedas,
which, as is natural, are the most studiously and elaborately
explained.

The Niructa, with its copious commentaries on the obso
lete words and passages of scripture, further authenticates
the accuracy of the text, as there explained. The references
and quotations, in those works, agree with the text of the
Vedas, as we now find it.

The grammar of the Sanscrlt language contains rules
applicable to the anomalies of the ancient dialect. The
many and voluminous commentaries on that, and on other
parts of the grammar, abound in examples cited from the
Vedas: and here, also, the present text is consonant to
those ancient quotations.

Philosophical works, especially the numerous commen
taries on the aphorisms of the Mzmansa and Vedanta,
illustrate and support every position advanced in them, by
ample quotations from the Vedas. The object of the Mz
mansa is to establish the cogency of precepts contained in

H 2
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scripture, and to furnish maxims for its interpretation; and,

for the same purpose, rules of reasoning, from which a sys
tem of logic is deducible. The object of the Vedanta is to
illustrate the system of mystical theology taught by the
supposed revelation, and to show its application to the en
thusiastic pursuit of unimpassioned perfection and mystical
intercourse with the divinity. Both are closely connected
with the Vedas: and here, likewise, the authenticity of the
text is supported by ancient references and citations.

Numerous collections of aphorisDls, by ancient authors"
on religious ceremonies, contain, in every line, references to
passages of the Vedas. Commentaries on these aphorisms

cite the passages at greater length. Separate treatises
also interpret the prayers used at divers ceremonies. Ri
tuals, some ancient, others modern, contain a full detail of

the ceremonial, with all the prayers which are to be recited
at the various religious rites for which they are formed.
Such rituals are extant, not only for ceremonies which are
constantly observed, but for others which are rarely prac
tised; and even for such as have been long since disused.

In all, the passages taken from the Vedas agree with the
text of the general compilation.

The Indian legislators, with their commentators, and
the copious digests and compilations from their works, fre
quently refer to the Vedas; especially on those points of
the law which concern religion. Here also the references

are consistent with the present text of the Indian scripture.

• The Sutraa of ASWALAYANA, SANC'HY_(YANA, BAUnn'HAYANA,
CATYAYANA, LAfAYANA, GOBHlI.A, APASTAMBA &c.

ThesE', appertaining- to various Siic'has of the Vidas, constitute the
ralpa, or system of religious observance8. I haye here enumerated a
few only. The list might be much enlarged, from my own collection j

and still more so, from quotations by various compilers: for the origi
nal works, and their commentaries, as well as compilations from
them, are very numeron~.
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Writers on ethics sometimes draw from the Vedas illus
trations of moral maxims, and quote from their holy writ
passages at full length, in support of ethical precepts.·
These quotations are found to agree with the received text
of the sacred books.

Citations from the Indian scripture occur in every branch
of literature studied by orthodox Hindus. Astronomy, so
far as it relates to the calendar, has frequent occasion for
reference to the Vedas. Medical writers sometimes cite
them; and even annotators on profane poets occasionally
refer to this authority, in explaining passages which contain
allusions to the sacred text.

Even the writings of the heretical sects exhibit quotations
from the Vedas. I have met with such in the books of the
Jainas, unattended by any indication of their doubting the
genuineness of the original, though they do not receive its
doctrines, nor acknowledge its cogency.t

In all these branches of Indian literature, while perusing
or consulting the works of various authors, I have found
perpetual references to the Vedas, and have frequently veri
fied the quotations. On this ground I defend the authentic
text of the Indian scripture, as it is now extant; and
although the passages which I have so verified are few,
compared with the great volume of the Vedas, yet I have
sufficient grounds to argue, that no skill in the nefarious
arts of forgery and falsification, could be equal to the

----~------ - ------ ------ - -- - -------

• A work entitled Nlti manjm1 is an instance of this mode of treat
ing moral subjects.

t The Satapat'ha Brtihmana, l'specially the 14th book, or Vrl:had
arangaca, is repeatedly cited, with l'xact references to the numbers of
the chapters and sections, in a fragment of a treatise by a Jaina
autbor, the communication of which lowe to Mr. SPEKE, amon/!
other fragments collected by the late Capt. HOAltK, and purchaled
at the sale of that gentleman's library.
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arduous task of fabricating large works, to agree with the
very numerous citations, pervading thousands of volumes,

composed on diverse subjects, in every branch of literature,
and dispersed throug'h the various nations of Hindus, inhabit
ing Hindustan and the Dekhin.

If any pat! of what is now received as the Veda, cannot
stand the test of such a comparison, it may be rejected, as
at least doubtful, if not certainly spurious. Even such parts

as cannot be fully confirmed by a strict scrutiny, must be
either received with caution, or be set aside as questionable.
I shall point out parts of the fourth V6da, which I consider
to be in this predicament. But, with the exceptions now
indicated, the various portions of the Vedas, which have
been examined, are as yet free from such suspicion; and,
until they are impeached by 1Il0re than vague assertion,
have every title to be admitted as genuine copies of books,
which (however little deserving of it) have been long. held
in reverence by the Hindus.

I am apprized that this opinion will find opponents,
who are inclined to dispute the whole of Indian literature,
and to consider it all as consisting of forgeries, fabricated

within a few years, or, at best, in the last few ages. This
appears to be grounded on assertions and conjectures,
which were inconsiderately hazarded, and which have been
eagerly received, and extravagantly strained.

In the first place, it should be observed, that a work must
not be hastily condemned as a forgery, because, on exami
nation, it appears not to have been really written by the
person, whose name is usually coupled with quotations from

it. For if the very work itself show that it does not pur
port to be written by that person, the safe conclusion is,
that it was never meant to be ascribed to him. Thus the
two principal codes of Hindu law are usually cited as
MENU'S and YAJNYAWALCYA'S: but in the codes them-
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selves, those are dialogists, not authors: and the best
commentators expressly declare that these institutes were
written by other persons than MENU and YAJNYAWALCYA.·
The Surya Sir/d'hflnta is not pretended to have been writ
ten by M EYA: but he is introduced as receiving instruction
from a partial incarnation of the Sun; and their conversation
constitutes a dialogue, which is recited by another person
in a different company. The text of the Sanc'hya philoso
phy, from which the sect of BUDD'HA seems to have bor
rowed its doctrines, is not the work of CAPILA himself,
though vulgarly ascribed to him; but it purports to be
composed by isw ARA CR'iSHN A ; and he is stated to have
received the doctrine mediately from CAPILA, through
successive teachers, after its publication by PA NCHASIC'H A,

who had been himself instructed by AsuRI, the pupil of
CAPJLA.

To adduce more instances would be tedious: they abound
in every branch of science. Among works, the authors of
which are unknown, and which, therefore, as usual, are
vulgarly ascribed to some celebrated name, many contain
undisguised evidence ofa more modern date. Such are those
parts of P1lranas in which the prophetic style is assumed,
because they relate to events posterior to the age of t1l{'
persons who are speakers in the dialogue. Thus BUD D' H Ais
mentioned under various names in the Matsya, Visitnu,
BhQgavata, Garufia, Nr'isinha, and other Pur/111as. I
must not omit to notice, that SANCARACHARYA, the great
commentator on the abstrusest parts of the Vedas, is cele
brated, in the Vr'thad rfharma purana,t as an inca rna-

• VIJNYANAy6GJ, also named VIJNYANE8WARA, who commented
the institutes which bear the name of YAJNYAWALOYA, states the
text to be an abridgment by a different author.

t In the 78th chapter of the 2d part. This is the Puriina lI,en
tioned by me with doubt in a former essay, (Asiatic Researches, vol.
v. p. 53.) I have since procured a copy of it.
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tion of VISHNU; and GAUDAPADA is described, in the
Sancara vijeya, a8 the pupil of SUCA the son of VyASA.'"

I do not mean to say, that forgeries are not sometimes
committed; or that books are not counterfeited, in whole
or in part. Sir W. JONES, Mr. BLAQUIERE, and myself,
have detected interpolations. Many greater forgeries have
been attempted: some have for a time succeeded, and been
ultimately discovered: in regard to others, detection has
immediately overtaken the fradulent attempt. A conspicu
ous instance of systematic fabrication, by which Captain
WILFORD was for a time deceived, has been brought to

light, as has been fully stated by that gentleman. But
though some attempts have been abortive, others may
doubtless have succeeded. I am myself inclined to adopt
an opinion supported by many learned Hindus, who con
sider the celebrated Sri Bhagavata as the work ofa gram
marian, supposed to have lived about six hundred" years
ago.

In this, as in several other instances, some of which I
shall have likewise occasion to notice, the learned among
the Hindus have resisted the impositions that have been
attempted. Many others might be stated, where no impo
sition has been either practised or intended. In Europe,
as well as in the East, works are often published anony
mously, with fictitious introductions: and diverse compo
sitions, the real authors of which are not known, have, on
insufficient grounds, been dignified with celebrated name;;.
To such instances, which are frequent everywhere, the im
putation of forgery does not attach.

• If this were not a fable, the real age of V Y ASA might be hence
ascertained; and, consequently, the period when the Vedas were
arranged in their present form. GOVINDANAT'UA, the instructor of
SANCARA, is stated to have been the pupil of GAUDAPADA; and, ac
cording to the traditions generally recl.'ived in the peninsula of India,
S.Ui"CAllA lived little more than eight hundred years ago.
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In Europe, too, literary forgeries have been committed,
both in ancient and modern times. The poems ascribed
to ORPHEUS, are generally admitted not to have been
composed by that poet, if, indeed, he ever existed. NANI,
or ANN IUS, of Viterbo, is now universally considered as
an impostor, notwithstanding the defence of his publica
tion, and of himself, by some among the learned of his
age. In our own country, and in recent times, literary
frauds have been not unfrequent. But a native of India,
who should retort the charge, and argue from a few in
stances, that the whole literature of Europe, which ill held

ancient, consists of modern forgeries, would be justly cen
sured for his presumption.

We must not then indiscriminately condemn the whole

literature of India. Even Father HARDOUIN, when he
advanced a similar paradox respecting the works of ancient
writers, excepted some compositions of CICERO, VIRGIL,
HORACE, and PLINY.

I t is necessary in this country as every where else, to be

guarded against literary impositions. But doubt and sus
picion should not be carried to an extreme length. Some
fabricated works, some interpolated passages, will be de
tected by the sagacity of critics in the progress of researches
into the learning of the east: but the greatest part of the
books, received by the learned among the Hindus, will
assuredly be found genuine. I do not doubt that the
Vedas, of which an account has been here given, will
appear to be of this description.

In pronouncing them to be genuine, I mean to say, that
they are the. same compositions, which, under the same
title of Veda, have been revered by Hindus for hundreds,
if not thousands, of years. I think it probable, that they
were compiled by D wAIPAYANA, the person who is said to
have collected them, and who is thence surnamed Vyasa,
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or the compiler. I can perceive no difficulty in admitting,
that those passages which are now ascribed to human
authors, either as the R'tshis, or as the reciters of the text,
were attributed to the same persons, so long ago, as when the
compilation was made; and probably, in most instances,
those passages were really composed by the alleged authors.
Concerning such texts as are assigned to divine persons,
according to Hindu mythology, it may be fairly concluded,
that the true writers of them were not known when the
compilation was made; and, for this reason, they were
assigned to fabulous personages.

The different portions which constitute the Vedas, must
have been written at various times. The exact period
when they were compiled, or that in which the greatest part
was composed, cannot be determined with accuracy and
confidence from any facts yet ascertained. But the country
may; since many rivers of India are mentioned in more
than one text; and, in regard to the period, I incline to
think, that the ceremonies called Yajnya, and the prayers
to be recited at those ceremonies, are as old as the calendar,
which purports to have been framed for such religious rites.

To each Veda a treatise, under the title of Jy6tish, is
annexed, which explains the adjustment of the calendar,
for the purpose of fixing the proper periods for the per
formance of religious duties. It is adapted to the compari
son of solar and lunar time with the vulgar or civil year;
and was evidently formed in the infancy of astronomical
knowledge. From the rules delivered in the treatises
which I have examined,· it appears, that the cycle (Yuga)
there employed, is a period of five years only. The month
is lunar; but at the end, and in the middle, of the quin-

• I have several copies of one such treatise, besides a commentary
on the Jyotish of the R'tgveda, by an unknown author. which is
accordingly I18signed to a fabulous personage, SEsHANAGA.
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quennial period, an intercalation is admitted, by doubling
one month. Accordingly, the cycle comprises three com
mon lunar years, and two, which contain thirteen lunations
each. The year is divided into six seasons; and each
month into half months. A complete lunation is measured
by thirty lunar days; some one of which must of course,
in alternate months, be sunk, to make the dates agree with
the nycthemera. For this purpose, the sixty-second day
appears to be deducted:· and thus the cycle of five years
cODsists of 1860 lunar days, or 1830 nycthemera; subject
to a further correction, for the excess of nearly four days
above the true sidereal year: but the exact quantity of this
correction, and the method of making it, according to this
calendar, have not yet been sufficiently investigated to be
here stated. The zodiac is divided into twenty-seven aste
risms, or signs, the first of which, both in the Jy6tish and
in the Vedas, is Cr'Jttica, or the Pleiads. The place of
the colures, according to these astronomical treatises, will
be forthwith mentioned: but none of them hint at a motion
of the equinoxes. The measure of a day by thirty hours,
and that of an hour by sixty minutes, are explained; and
the method of constructing a clepsydra is taught.

This ancient Hindu calender, corresponding in its divi
sioDs of time, and in the assigned origin of the ecliptic,
with several passages of the Vedas, is evidently the founda
tion of that which, after successive corrections, is now
received by the Hindus throughout India. The progress
of those corrections may be traced, from the cycle of five,t

• The Athenian year was regulated in a similar manner; but, ac
cording to GEMINUS, it was the sixty-third day, which was deducted.
Perhaps this Hindu calendar may assist in explaining the Grecian
system of lunar months.

t The treatises in question contain allusions to the ages of the
world: but without explaining, whether any, and what, specific period
of time was assigned to each age. Th,is cycle of five years is men-.
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to one of sixty lunar years (which is noticed in many popu
lar treatises on the calendar, and in the commentary of the
Jy6tislt); and thence, to one of sixty years of JUPITER;
and, finally, to the greater astronomical periods of twelve
thousand years of the gods, and a hundred years of BRAH
MA. But the history of Indian astronomy is not the
subject of this essay. I shall only cite, from the treatises
here referred to, a passage in which the then place of the
colures is stated.

• S ' , , 6 " d· , , ,war acraTllete s ma rcau ya t sacam savasavau; syat
tOOfuIiyugam, maghas, tapas, aucl6, 'yanam ny udac.

, PrapOOyete sravisht'hfuIau suryachandramasuv udac;
surp'urd'he dacshin'arcas tu: mag'ha-SrlLVanay6h sooft.

• Gnarma-vrzdd'hir, apam prast'nalt, cshapa-nrasa, udag
gatau: dacshine tau viparyastau, snan munurtyayanena tu.'

The following is a literal translation of this remarkable
passage, which occurs in both the treatises examined by me.

, When the sun and moon ascend the sky together, being
in the canstellation over which the Vasus preside; then does
the cycle begin, and the [season] Magna, and the [month]
Tapas, and the bright [fortnight], and the northern path.

• The sun and moon turn towards the north at the begin
ning of Sravisltt'lta; but the sun turns towards the south
in the middle of the constellation over which the serpents
preside; and this [his turn towards the south, and towards
t?e north], always [happens] in [the months of] Magha and
Sravafta.

tioned hy the name of Yllga, in PAR..lSARA'S institutes oflaw edited by
SUVRATA, and entitled V,'l'hat Parasnrn. It is there (Ch. 12. v.8.1.)
stated, as the basis of calculation for larger cycles: and that of 3600
years, deduced from one of sixty (containing twelve simple yugas),

is denominated the yuga of V..lCPATJ; whence the !Juga of PRA.J..l

NAT'HA, containing 216,000 years, i~ derived; and twice that consti
tutes the Caliyuga. The still greater periods are afterwards described
under the usual names.
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, In the northern progress, an increase of day, and de

crease of night, take place, amounting to a prast'ha (or
32 palas) of water: in the southern, both are reversed (i.e.
the days decrease and the nights increase), and [the difFer

ence amounts] by the journey, to six muhurtas."
Sravisht'hQ, is given, in all the dictionaries of the Samer'lt

language, as another name of D'hanisltt'hit; and is used
for it in more than one passage of the Vedas. This is the
constellation which is sacred to the Va8US; as AslesM/' is
to the serpents. The deities presiding over the twenty-seven
constellations, are enumerated in three other verses of the
Jy6tish belonging to the Yajush, and in several places of
the Vedas. The Jy6tish of the Rich differs in tl'llDsposing
two of them; but the commentator corrects this as a faulty

reading.
In several passages of the Jy6tish, these names of dei

ties are used for the constellations over which they preside;
especially one, which states the situation of the OIoon, when
the SUD reaches the tropic, in years other than th,e first of

the cycle. Every where these terms are explained, as indi
cating the constellations which that enumeration allots to
them.t Texts, contained in the Vedas themselves, confirm
the correspondence; and the connexion of ASwinz and the

ASwins is indeed decisive.
Hence it is clear, that D'hanisht'ha and Aslesha are the

constellations meant; and that when this Hindu calendar

was regulated, the solstitial points were reckoned to be at
the beginning of the one, and in the middle of the other:
a~d such was the situation of those cardinal points, in the

• J cannot, a~ )'et, reconcile the time hf're stated. Its explanation
appt'ars to depend on thl' con~truction of the clepsydra, which I do
not well undl'ratand; as the rule for its construction is obscure, ILnd
involves some difficulties which remain yet unsolved,

t J think it nl'edll'8s to quote the original of this l'nnml'ration,
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fourteenth century before the Christian era. I formerly·
had occasion to show from another passage of the Vedas,
that the correspondence of seasons with months, as there
stated, and as also suggested in the passage now quoted
from the Jy6ti8/I, agrees with such a situation of the cardinal
points.

I now proceed to fulfil the promise of indicating such
parts of the fourth VMa as appear liable to suspicion.
These are the remaining detached Upanishads, which are
not received into the best collections of fifty-two theological
tracts, belonging to the At'harva-fJeda; and even some of
those which are there inserted, but which, 80 far as my
inquiries have yet reached, do not appear to have been
commented by ancient authors, nor to have been quoted in
the old commentaries on the VManta. Two of these
Upanishads are particularly suspicious: one entitled Rama
tapanlya, consisting of two parts (Purva and Uttara); and
another called G6pala tapanlya, also comprising two parts,
of which. one is named the Cr'ls/I11,a Upanilhad. The i~

traduction to the first of these works contain!! a summary,
which agrees in substance with the mythological history of
the husband of SiTA, and conqueror of Lanca. The other
exalts the hero of Mat'hura.

Although the Rarna tapanlya be inserted in all the col
lections of Upaniskads, which I have seen ; and the G6pala
tl.pan~ya appear in some, yet I am inclined to doubt their
genuineness, and to suspect that they have been written in
times, modem, when compared with the remainder of the
Vedas. This suspicion is chiefly grounded on the opinion,
that the sects, which now worship RAM A and CR'tsHN A as
incarnations of VISHNU, are comparatively new. I have
not found, in any other part of the Vedas, the least trace
of such a worship. The real doctrine of the whole Indian

• Asiatic Rl.'sl.'arches, vol. vii. p.283.
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scripture is the unity of the deity, in whom the universe is
comprehended: and the seeming polytheism which it exhi
bits, offers the elements, and the stars, and planets, as gods.
The three principal manifestations of the divinity, with other
personified attributes and energies, and most of the other
gods of Hindu mythology, are indeed mentioned, or at least
indicated, in the Vedas. But the worship of deified heroes
is no part of that system; nor are the incarnations of deities
suggested in any other portion of the text, which I have
yet seen; though such are sometimel:l hinted at by the com
mentators.

According to the notions, which I entertain of the real
history of the Hindu religion, the worship of RAMA, and of
CR'isHl~A, by the VaisJuzavas, and that of MAHADEV A and
BRA vANi by the Saivas and Sactas, have been generally
introduced, since the persecution of the Baudcfhas and
Jainas. The institutions of the Vedas are anterior to
BUDD'RA, whose theology seems to have been borrowed
from the system of CAPILA, and whose most conspicuous
practical doctrine is stated to have been the unlawfulness of
killing animals, which in his opinion were too frequently
slain for the purpose of eating their flesh, under the pre
tence of performing a sacrifice or Yajnya. The overthrow
of the sect of BUDD'HA, in India, h~s not effected the full
revival of the religious system inculcated in the Vedas.
Most of what is there taught, is now obsolete: and, in its
stead, new orders of religious devotees have been instituted;
and new forms of religious ceremonies have been established.
Rituals founded on the Pura:ltas, and observances bor
rowed from a worse source, the Tantras, have, in a great
measure, antiquated the institutions of the Vedas. In par
ticular, the sacrificing of animals before the idols of CALi,·

• In Bengal, and the contiguous provinces, thousands of kids and
buffalo calves are sacrificed before the idol, at every celebrated tem-
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has superseded the less sanguinary practice of the Yajnya;
and the adoration of RhlA and of CRlsHN Ahas succeeded
to that of the elements and planets. If this opinion be

well founded, it follows that the Upanishads in question
have probably been composed in later times, since the in
troduction of those sects, which hold RAMA and G6PALA
in peculiar veneration.

On the salLe ground, every Upanishad, which strongly
favours the doctrines of these sects, may be rejected, as
liable to much suspicion. Such is the Atmab6rJ:ha Upani
shad,· in whichCRlSHNA is noticed by the title of MAD'HU
SUDANA, son of DtVAci: and such, also, is the Sunda
rltapanl,1" which inculcates the worship of DEvi.

The remaining Upanishads do not, so far as I have exa
mined them, exhibit any internal evidence of a modem date.
I state them as liable to doubt, merely because I am not
acquainted with any external evidence of their genuineness.t

pit>; and opulent persons make a similar destruction of animals at
their private chapels. Tht> sect which has adopted this system is
prevalent in Bengal, and in many other provinces of India: and the
Sanguinary Chapter, translated from the Calica Purana by Mr.
BI,AQUIERE (Asiatic Researches, vol. v. p. 371), is one among the
authorities on which it relies. But the practice is not approved by
other sects of Hindus.

• I have seen but one "opy of it, in an imperfect collection of the
Upanishads. It is not inserted in other compilations, which never
thelt>ss purport to be complete.

t According to the only copy that 1 have seen, it comprises five
Upanishads, and belongs to the At'harvana j but the style resembles
that of the Tantras more than the VUku. It is followed by a tract,
marked as belonging to the same Veda, and entitled T1'ipura Upani
shad, or Traipurlya; but this differs from another bearing the similar
title of Tripurl Upanishad, and found in a different collection of
theological treatises. I equally discredit both of them, although they
are cited by writers on tbe ~Jantra sastra (or use of incantations);
and although a commentary has been written on the Tripura by
BHAtfA BHAscARA.

t The same observation is applicable to several Upanishads, which
are not inserted in the best collections, but which occur in others.
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But it is probable, that further researches may ascertain the
accuracy of most of them, as extracts from the Vedas; and
their authenticity, as works quoted by known authors. In
point of doctrine they appear to conform with the genuine
Upanishads.

The preceding description may serve to convey some
notion of the Vedas. They are too voluminous for a com
plete translation of the whole; and what they contai nwould
hardly reward the labour of the reader; much less that of
the translator. The ancient dialect in which they are com
posed, and especially that of the three first Vedas, is
extremely difficult and obscure: and, though curious, as the
parent ofa more polished and refined language (the classical
Sansciit), its difficulties must long continue to prevent such
an examination of the whole Vedas, as would be requisite
for extracting all that is remarkable and important in those
voluminous works. But they well deserve to be occasionally
consulted by the oriental scholar.

For instance, the &anda, Carda, GfJp'wlioodana, Dariana, and Vajra
sUchi. I shall not stop to indicate a few questionable passages in some
of these dubious tracts.

VOL. I.



III.

On the DUTIES of a FAITHFUL HINDU WIDOW.

[From the Asiatic Researches, vol. iv. p. 209-219. Calcutta,
1795. 4to.]

W H I LEthe light which the labours of the Asiatic Society
have thrown on the sciences and religion of the Hindus,
has drawn the attention of the literary world to that subject,
the hint thrown out by the President fur rejecting the autho
rity of every publication preceding the translation of the
G'ta, does not appear to have made sufficient impression.
Several late compilations in Europe betray great want of
judgment in the selection of authorities; and their motley
dress of true and false colours tends to perpetuate error;
for this reason it seems necessary on every topic to revert
to original authorities, for the purpose of cancelling error or
verifying facts already published; and this object will no
way be more readily attained, than by the communication
of detached essays on each topic, as it may present itself
to the Orientalist in the progress ofhis researches.

From this or any other motive for indulgence, should the
following authorities from Sanscrlt books be thought worthy
of a place in the next volume of the Society's Transactions,
I shall be rewarded for the pains taken in collecting them.

, Having first bathed, the widow, dressed in two clean
, garments, and holding some cusa grass, sips water from
, the palm of her hand. Bearing cuSa and tila* on her
, hand, she looks towards the east or north, while the Brah-

• Sesam'Um.
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, 71Ulna utters the mystic word 0'm. Bowing to NARA.
, Y ANA, she next declares:· "On this month, so named
, in such a pacsha, on such a tit'hi, I (naming herself and
, her familyt) that I may meetARuNDHATit and reside in
, Swarga; that the years of my stay may be numerous as
, the hairs on the human body; that I may enjoy with my
, husband the felicity of heaven, and sanctify my paternal
, and maternal progenitors, and the ancestry of my hus
, band's father; that lauded by the Apsarases, I may be
'happy with my lord, through the reigns of fourteen
, Iftdras; that expiation be made for my hU!.lband's of
, fences, whether he has killed a Brahmana, broken the
, ties of gratitude, or murdered his friend, thus I ascend
, my husband's burning pile. I call on you, ye guardians
, of the eight regions of the world; Sun and Moon! Air,
'Fire, lEther,§ Earth, and Water! My own soul!
, YAM A! Day, Night, and Twilight! And thou, Con
'science, bear witness: I follow my husband's corpse
, on the funeml pile.'" II

• This declaration is called the Sancalpa.

t Gotra, the family or race. Four great families of Briihmanaa are
now extant, and have branched into many distinct races. Since the
memorable massacre of the Cshatriyas, by PAR oI.SU-RAMA, the C8ha
triyBs describe themselves from the same Gatras as the Briihmanas.

t Wife of VaBishl'ha. § Acasa.

II In several publications the woman has been described as placing
herself on the pile before it be lighted; but the J'itual quoted is con
formable to the text of the Bh6gavata.

" When the corpse is about to be consumed in the salWtaja, the
faithful wife who stood without, rushes on the fire."-NAREDA to
YUD'HISHf'HIRA, annouDcing the death and funenu of DHRlTA
RASHfRA. See Bhiigavata, book i.. ch.13.

The sahUtaja is a cabin of grass or leaves, sometimes erected on
the funeral pile. "The shed on the funeral pile ofa Mieni is [calledJ
parnataja and sahataja." See the vocabulary entitled Hiiriivali.

12
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, Having repeated the Sancalpa, she walks thrice round
, the pile; and the Brahmalta utters the following mantras:

, " 0'm! Let these women, not to be widowed, good wives,
, adorned with collyrium, holding clarified butter, consign
, themselves to the fire. Immortal, not childless, nor hus
, bandless, well adorned with gems, let them pass into fire,
, whose original element is water." (From the R'lgveda.)

'" 0'm! Let these faithful wives, pure, beautiful, commit
, themselves to the fire, with their husband's corpse."

(A Pauranica mantra.)
, With this benediction, and uttering the mystic Nama

, .Namah, she ascends the flaming pile.'
While the prescribed ceremonies are perfl)rmed by the

widow, the son, or other near kinsman, of the deceased,
applies the first torch, with the fonns directed for funeral
rites in the Gr'lhya, + by which his tribe is governed.

The Sancalpa is evidently fonned on the words of
ANGIRAs:

" The wife who comInits herself to the flames with her
husband's corpse, shall equal ARUN D H ATi, and reside in
Swarga;

" Accompanying her husband, she shall reside so long
" in Swarga as are the thirty-five millions of hairs on the
" human body.

" As the snake-catcher forcibly drags the serpent from
" his earth, so, bearing her husband [from hell], with him
" she shall enjoy heavenly bliss.

" Dying with her husband, she sanctifies her maternal
" and paternal ancestors; and the ancestry of him to whom
" she gave her virginity.

• Extracts or compilations from the sacred books, containing the
particular forms for religious cerl'llionies, to be observed by the race
or family for whom that portion of the sacred writings has been
adopted, which composes their (h'ahya.
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" Such a wife, adoring her husband, in celestial felicity
"with him, greatest, most admired,· with him shall
"enjoy the delights of heaven, while fourteen Is DRAS

" .reIgn.
" Though her husband had killed a Brahmana,t broken

" the ties of gratitude, or murdered his friend, she expiates
" the crime." (ANGIRAS.)

The mantras are adopted on the authority of the Bralune
purana.

" While the pile is preparing, tell the faithful wife of the
" greatest duty of woman; she is loyal and pure who burns
" lU!Tself with her hWlband's corpse. Hearing this, fonified
.. [in her resolution], and full of affection, she completes the
" Pitr'lmedha yuga t and ascends to Swarga."

(Brahme purana.)
It is held to be the duty of a widow to bum herself with

her husband's corpse; but she has the alternative,
" On the death of her husband, to live as Braltmac!tu7'/,

.. or commit herself to the flames." (VISHNU.)

The austerity intended consists in chastity, and in acts of
piety and mortification.

" The use of tambUla, dress, and feeding off vessels of
" tutenague is forbidden to the Yati,~ the Brahmachf17'i,
" and the widow." (PRACHETAS.)

" The widow shall never exceed one meal a day, nor
" sleep on a bed; if she do 80, her husband falls from
"su:arga.

-----_._- -----_._._-- -.- -- ._------.-.

• The word in the text is expuunded "lauded by thc choirs of
heaven, Gand'harva.y," &c.

t The commentators are at the pains of shewing that this expiation
must refer to a crime committed in a former exist(nce; for funeral
rites arc refused to the murderer of a BrfLltma,/fI,

: Act of burning herself with her husband.

§ SaIl/lyfLsi.
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" She shall eat no other than simple food, and. shall
" daily offer the tarpana of cuBa, lila, and water. t

" In Vauac'ka, Cartica, and Magha, she shall exceed
" the usual duties of ablution, alms, and pilgrimage, and
" often use the name of GOD [in prayer]." (The Smr'iti.)

After undertaking the duty of a Sat~, should the widow
recede, she incurs the penalties of defilement.

" If the WOInan, regretting life, recede from the pile, ",he
" is defiled; but may be purified by observing the fast
., called Prajapatya."t (APASTAMBA.)

Though an alternative be allowed, the Hindu legislators
have shown themselves disposed to encourage widows to
bum themselves with their husband's corpse.

HARiTA thus defines a loyal wife: "She, whose sym
" pathy feels the pains and joys of her husband; who
" mourns and pines in his absence, and dies when he dies,
" is a good and loyal wife." (HARiTA.)

" Always revere a loyal wife, as you venerate the Devatas ;
" for, by her virtues, the prince's empire may extend over
" the three worlds." (Mataya pftrfltla.)

" Though the husband died unhappy by the disobedience
" ofhis wife; if from motives of love, disgust [of the world],
" fear [of living unprotected], or sorrow, she commit herself
" to the flames, she is entitled to veneration."

(Mak6, Bharata.)
Obsequies for suicides are forbidden ;'>but the Rtgveda

• If she has no male descendants. See Madana Parijata.
t Oblations for the manes of ancestors to the third degree, though

not exclusively j for the prayer includes a general petition for remoter
ancestors. Yet daily oblations (Vaiivadeva) are separately offered for
ancestors beyond the third degree.

tIt extends to twelve days; the first three, a spare meal may be
taken once in each day; the next three, one in each night; the suc
ceeding three days, nothing may be eaten but what is given unsolicited;
and the last three days are a rigid fast.
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expressly declares, that" the loyal wife [who burns herself]~ ~
" shall not be deemed a suicide. When a mourning o~ ~

" three days has been completed, the SrfJddlta is to be~
" performed.""/ This appears from the prayer for the ~"

oc~ion, directed in the R'igveda.
Regularly the chief mourner for the husband and for

the wife, would in many cases be distinct persons: but the
Bhaviskya pv.rana provides, that " When the widow con
" signs herself to the same pile with the corpse of the
" deceased, whoever pelforms the Criya for her husband,
" shall perform it for her."

" As to the ceremonies from the lighting of tJle funeral
" pile to the Pilaaa; whoever lights the pile shall also
" offer the Pinlia." (Vaylt purttlta.)

In certain circumstances the widow is disqualified for this
act ofaSatt

" She who has an infant child, or is pregnant, or whose
" pregnancy is doubtful, or who is unclean, may not, 0
" princess, ascend the funeral pile.

" So said NAREDA to the mother of SAGAR A."

" The mother of an infant shall not relinquish the care of
" her child to ascend the pile; nor shall one who is unclean
" [from a periodical cause], or whose time for purification
" after child-birth is not passed, nor shall one who is preg
" nant, commit herself to the flames.t But the mother of
" an infant may, if the care of the child can be otherwise
" provided." (VR1HASPATl.)

• The shortness of the mourning is honourable: the longest mourn
ing is for the lowellt tribe.

t It has been erroneously all8erted, that a wife, pre~nant at the time
of her husband's death, may burn herself after delivery. Hindu
authorities positively contradict it. In addition to the text it may be
remarked, that it is a maxim, " What was preventl'd in its spason,
.. n::ay not afterwards h~ reftillned."
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In the event of a Brahmalta dying in a distant country,
his widow is not permitted to burn herself.

" A Vipra or Brahmanz may not ascend a second pile."
(G6TAMA.)

But with other castes, this proof of fidelity is not pre
cluded by the remote decease of the husband, and is called
Anugamana.

" The widow, on the news of her husband's dying in a
" distant country, should expeditiously burn herself: so
" shall she obtain perfection." (Vy.4.sA.)

" Should the husband die on a journey, holding his
" sandals to her breast, let her pass into the flames."

(Brahme purana.)
The expression is not understood of sandals exclusively;

for USAN AS or SUCRA declares:
" Except a Vipra, the widow may take any thing that

" belonged to her husband, and ascend the pile.
" But a Vipra may not ascend a second pile; this prac-

" tice belongs to other tribes." (SUCRA.)

In two of the excepted cases, a latitude is allowed for a
widow desirous of offering this token of loyalty, by post
poning the obsequies of the deceased: for VY ASA directs
that, " If the loyal wife be distant less than the journey of
" a day, and desire to die with her husband, his corpse
" shall not be burnt until she arrive." And the Bkavishya
purarta permits that "the corpse be kept one night, if
" the third day of her uncleanness had expired when her
" husband died."

With respect to a circumstance of time,· which might
on some occasions be objected, the commentators obviate
the difficulty, by arguing from several texts, " that to die

• Occasional observances are omitted on intercalary days.
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" with or after [her husband], is for a widow naimittica*
" and camya,t and consequently allowable in the inter
" calary month ;" for D A CSHA teaches, that" whenever an
" act both naimittica and camya is in hand, it is then to

" be performed without consulting season." They are at
the trouble of removing another difficulty:

"DHRITARA,SHfRA in the state of Samadhi, quitted
" his terrestrial form to proceed to the Mucti, or beatitude,
" which awaited him. When the leaves and wood were
" lighted to consume the corpse, his wife GAND'HARt was
" seen to pass into the flames. Now also, a husband dying
"at Cast and attaining Mucti, it becomes his widow to
" follow the corpse in the flames."

It were superfluous to pursue commentators through all
their frivolous distinctions and laborious illustrations on
latent difficulties.

All the ceremonies essential to this awful rite are included
in the instructions already quoted. But many practices
have been introduced, though not sanctioned by any ritual.
A widow who declares her resolution of burning herself
with the corpse, is required to give a token of her forti
tude: and it is acknowledged, that one who receded after
the ceremony commenced, would be compelled by her rela
tions to complete the sacrifice. This may explain circum
stances described by some who have witnessed the melan
choly scene.

Other ceremonies noticed in the relations of persons who
have been present on such occasions, are directed in several
rituals:

" Adorned with all jewels, decked with minium and other
" customary ornaments, with the box of minium in her hand,

• Eventual; incumbent when a cel'tain event happens.

t Optional; done for its reward.
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U having made puja or adoration to the Devatas, thus reflect
U ing that tltis life is nought: my lord and master to me

" was all,-she walks round the burning pile. She bestows
"jewels on the Brahmanas, comforts her relations, and
" shows her friends the attentions of civility: while calling
" the Sun and Elements to witness, she distributes ",inium
" at pleasure; and having repeated the Sancalpa, proceeds
" into the flames. There embracing the corpse, she aban
" dons herself to the fire, calling Satya! Satya! Satya!"

The by-standel'S throw on butter and wood: for this they
are taught that they acquire merit exceeding ten million
fold the merit of an ASwamedlta, or other great sacrifice.
Even those who join the procession from the house of the
deceased to the funeral pile,\ for every step are rewarded
as for an-Aawamedha. Such indulge71ces are promised by
grave authors: they are quoted in this place only as they
seem to authorize an inference, that happily the martyrs of
this superstition have never been numerous. It is certain
that the instances of the widow's sacrifices are now rare:
on this it is only necessary to appeal to the recollection of
every person residing in India, how few instances haTe ac
tually OCCWTed within his knowledge. And, had they ever
been frequent, superstition would hardly have promised its
indulgences to spectators.



IV.

On. the RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES of the HINDUS,

and of the BRAHMENS especially.

ESSA Y [

[From the Asiatic Researches, vol. v. p. 345-368. Calcutta,
1798. 400.]

TH E civil law of the Hindus containing frequent allusions
to their religious rites, I was led, among other pursuits
connected with a late undertaking, to peruse several treatises
on this subject, and to translate from the Sanscrit some
entire t1'acts, and parts of others. From these sources of
information, upon a subject on which the Hindus are by
no means communicative, I intend to lay before the Society,
in this and subsequent e8Say~, an abridged explanation of
the ceremonies, and verbal translations of the prayers used
at rites, which a Hindu is bound constantly to perform. In
other branches of this inquiry, the Society may expect
valuable communications from our colleague, Mr. W. C.
BLAQUIERE, who is engaged in similar researches. That
part of the subject to which I have confined my enquiries
will be also found to contain curious matter, which I shall
now set forth without comment, reserviog for a subsequent
essay the observatioos which are suggested by a review of
these religious practices.

A Bra1l.mana rising from sleep, is enjoined, under the
penalty of losing the benefit of all rites performed by him,
to rub his teeth with a proper withe, or a twig of the race-
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mift:rous fig-tree, pronouncing to himself this prayer:
" Attend, lord of the forest; 86M A, king of herbs and
" plantB, has approached thee: mayest thou and he cleanse
" my mouth with glory and good auspice!", that I may eat
" abundant food." The following prayer is also used upon
this occasion: " Lord of the forest! grant me life, strength,
" glory, splendour, offspring, cattle, abundant wealth, vir
" tue, knowledge, and intelligence." But if a proper withe
cannot be found, or on certain days, when the use of it is
forbidden, (that is, on the day of the conjunction, and on
the first, sixth, and ninth days of each lunar fortnight), he
must rinse his mouth twelve times with water.

Having carefully thrown away the twig which has been
used, in a place free from impurities, he should proceed to
bathe, standing in a river, or in other water. The duty of
bathing in the morning, and at noon, ifthe man be a house
holder, and in the evening also, if he belong to an order of
devotion, is inculcated by pronouncing the strict observance
of it no less efficacious than a rigid penance, in expiating
sin~, especially the early bath in the months of Magha,
P'ltalguna, and Cartica: and the bath being particularly
enjoined as a salutary ablution, he is permitted to bathe in
his own house, but without prayers, if the weather, or his
own infirmities, prevent his going forth: or he may abridge
the ceremonies, and use fewer prayers, if a religious duty,
or urgent business, require his early attendance. The regu
lar bath consists of ablutions followed by worship, and by
the inaudible recitation of the Gayatrz with the names of
the worlds. First sipping water, and sprinkling some before
him, the priest recites the three subjoined prayers, while he
performs an ablution, by throwing water eight times on
his head, or towards the sky, and concludes it by casting
water on the ground, to destroy the demons who wage
war with the gods. 1st." 0 waters! since ye afford
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" delight, grant us present happiness, and the rapturous
" sight of the Supreme GOD." 2d. " Like tender mothers,
" make us here partakers of your most auspicious essence."
3d. " We become contented with your essence, with which
" ye satisfy the universe. Waten;! grant it unto us."
(Or, as otherwise expounded, the third text may signify,
, Eagerly do we approach your essence, which supports
'the universal abode. Waters! grant it unto us.') In
the Agni puruna, the ablution is otherwise directed: " At
" twilight, let a man attentively recite the prayers addressed
" to water, and perform an ablution, by throwing water
" on the crown of his head, on the earth, towards the sky;
" again towards the sky, on the earth, on the crown of his
" head, on the earth, again on the crown of his head, and
" lastly on the earth." Immediately after this ablution,
he should sip water without swallowing it, silently praying
in these words: " Lord of sacrifice! thy heart is in the
" midst of the waters of the ocean; may salutary herbs and
" waters pervade thee. With sacrificial hymns and humble
~, salutation we invite thy presence; may this ablution be
"efficacious." Or he may sip water while he utters in
audibly the mysterious names of the seven worlds. Thrice
plunging into water, he must each time repeat the expiatory
text which recites the creation; and having thus completed
his ablution, he puts on his mantle after washing it, and
sits down to worship the rising sun.

This ceremony is begun by his tying the lock of hair on
tile crown of his head, while he recites the Guyatrf, holding
much cusa grass in his left, and three blades of the same
grass in his right hand ; or wearing a ring of grass on the
third finger of the same hand. Thrice sipping water with
the same text preceded by the mysterious names of worlds,
and each time rubbing his hands as if washing them ; and
finally, touching with his wet hand, his feet, head, breast,
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eyes, ears, nose, and navel, or his breast, navel, and both
shoulders only (according to another rnIe), he should
again sip water three times, pronouncing to himself the
expiatory text which recites the creation. If he happen to
sneeze or spit, he must not immediately sip water, but first
touch his right ear, in compliance with the maxim, ' after
, sneezing, spitting, blowing his n08e, sleeping, putting on
, apparel, or dropping tears, a man should not immediately
, sip water, but first touch his right ear.' "Fire," says
PARASARA, "water, the Veda8, the sun, moon, and air,
"nil l'eside in the right ears of Brah~. Gmtga
" is in their right ears, sacrificial fire in their nostrils; at
" the moment when both are touched, impurity vanishes."
This, by the by, will explain the practice of 8U8pending the
end of the sacerdotal string from o\"er the right ear, to
purify that string from the defilement which follows an
evacuation of urine. The sipping of water is a requisite
introduction of all ritei; without it, laYs the SGmha
pll1'ana, all acts of religion are vain. Having thereiOre
sipped water as above-mentioned, and passed his hand filled
with water briskly round his neck while he recites this
prayer, " May the waters preserve me 1" the priest closes
bis eyes and meditates in silence, figuring to himself that
" BRAHlIA, with four faces and a red complexion, resides
" in bis navel; V ISHNu, with four arms and a black com

" plexion, in his beart; and SIV A, with five faces and a

"white complexion, in his behead." The priest after
wards meditates the holiest of texts during three suppres
sions of breath. Closing the left D<J6tril with the two
longest fingers of his right hand, be draws his breath
thro~ab the right nostril, and then closing that nostril like
wi...~ with bis thumb, holds his breath while be meditates
the text: be then raises both fingers off the left nostril, and

emi~ the breath be bad suppres8ed. While he holds m.
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breath, he must, on this occasion, repeat to himself the
Gayatrz with the mysterious names of the worlds, the
triliteral monosyllable, and the sacred text of BRAHME.

A suppression of breath, so explained by the ancient legis
lator, YAJNY AWALCY A, consequently implies the following
meditation: " 0'm ! Earth! Sky! Heaven! Middle region!
" Place ofbirths ! Mansion of the blessed! Abode of truth !
" We meditate on the adorable light of the resplendent
" generator, which governs our intellects ; which is water,
"lustre, savour, immortal faculty of thought, BRAHME,

"earth, sky, and heaven." According to the commentary,
of which a copious extract shall be subjoined, the text thus
recited signifies, "That effulgent power which governs
" our intellects is the primitive element of water, the lus
" tre of gems and other glittering substances, the savour of
" trees and herbs, the thinking soul of living beings: it is
" the creator, preserver, and destroyer; the SUD, and every
" other deity, and all which moves, or which is fixed in the
"three worlds, named, earth, sky, and heaven. The
"supreme BRAHKE, so manifested, illumines the seven
" worlds; may he unite my soul to his own radiance:
" (that is, to his own soul, which rel'oides effulgent in the
" seventh world, or mansion of truth)." On another occa
~ion, the concluding prayer, which is the GO:!latr, of
BltAHKE, is omitted, and the names of the three lower
worlds only are premised. Thus recited, the Gfr:gatrz,
properly 80 called, bears the following import: "On that
" effulgent power, which is BRAHl\1E himself, and is called
" the light of the radiant SUD, do I meditate, governed by
" the mysterious light which resides within me for the pur
" pose of thought; that very lig-ht is the earth, the subtile
" ether, and all which exis1B within the aeated sphere; it
" is the threefold WOl'ld, containing all which is fixed or
" moveable: it exists internally in my heart, externally in
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" the orb of the sun; being one and the same with that
" effulgent power, I myself am an ilTadiated manifesta
" tion of the supreme BRAHME." With such reflections,
says the commentator, should the text be inaudibly recited.

These expositions are justified by a very ample commen
tary, in which numerous authorities are cited; and to which
the commentator has added many passages from ancient
law)-ers, and from mythological poems, showing the efficacy
of these prayers in expiating sin. As the foregoing expla
nations of the text are founded chiefly on the gloss of an
ancient philosopher and legislator, YAJNYAWALCYA, the
following extract will consist of little more than a verbal
translation of his metrical gloss.

" The parent of all beings produced all states of exist
" ence, for he generates and preserves all creatures: there
" fore is he called the generator. Because he shines and
" sports, because he loves and irradiates, therefore is he
" called resplendent: or divine, and is praised by all deities.
" We meditate on the light, which, existing in our minds,
" continually governs our intellects in the pursuits of virtue,
"wealth, love, and beatitude. Because the being who
" shines With seven rays, assuming the fDl'IIls of time and
" of fire, matures productions, is resplendent, illumines all,
" and finally destroys the universe, therefore he, who na__ .
" turally shines with seven rays, is called light or the efful-
" gent power. The first syllable denotes that he illumines
" worlds; the second consonant implies that he colours all
" creatures; the last syllable signifies that he moves with-
" out ceasing. From his cherishing all, he is called the
" irradiating preserver."

Although it appears from the terms of the text, (" Light
" of the Generator or Sun,") that the sun and the light
spoken of are distinct, yet, in meditating this sublime text,
they are undistinguished; that light is the sun, and· the sun

1



OF TilE HINDUS. 129

is light; they are identical: "The same effulgent and
"irradiating power which animates living beings as their
I( soul, exists in the sky as the male being residing in the
"midst of the sun." There is consequently no distinction;
but that effulgence which exists in the heart, govenung the
intellects of animals, must alone be meditated, as one and
the same, however, with the luminous power residing in the
orb of the sun.

ce That which is in the sun, and thus called light or
" effulgent power, is adorable, and must be worshipped by
I'them who dread successive births and deaths, and who
" eagerly desire beatitude. The being who may be seen in
" the solar orb, must be contemplated by the understanding,
" to obtain exemption from successive births and deaths
" and various pains."

The prayer is preceded by the names of the seven worlds,
.as epithets of it, to denote its efficacy; signifying, that
this light pervades and illumines the seven worlds, which,
I( situated one above the other, are the seven mansions of all
" beings: they are called the seven abodes, self-existent in
" a former period, renovated in this. These seven mysterious
I( words are celebrated as the names of the seven worlds.
" The place where all beings, whether fixed or moveable,
:' exist, is called Earth, which is the first world. That in
" which beings exist a second time, but without sensation,
" again to become sensible at the close of the period ap
" pointed for the duration of the present universe, is the
" World of Re-existence. The abode of the good, where
" cold, heat, and light, are perpetually produced, is named
"Heaven. The intermediate region between the upper
"and lower worlds, is denominated the Middle World.
I( The heaven, where animals, destroyed in a general con
I( f1agration at the close of the appointed period, are born
"again, is thence called the World of Births. That in

VOL. I. K
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II which SANACA, aud other sons of BRAHMA.,justified by
II austere devotion, reside, exempt from all' dominio~ is
" thence aamed the Mansion of the BleBBed. Truth, the
II seyeath world, and the abode of BRARME, is plated on

"the summit above other worlds; it is attained by true
II knowledge, by the regular discharge of duties, and by
" veracity: once attained, it is never lost. Truth ie, indeed,
" the seventh world, therefore called the Sublime Abode."

The names of the worlds are preceded by the triliteral
monosyllable, to obviate the evil consequence announced
by MENU, "A BralttTWilta, beginning and ending a
"lecture of the V6da (or the recital of any holy strain),
" must always pronounce to himself the syllable 6m: for
"unless the syllable 6m precede, his learning will slip
" away fmm him; and unless it follow, nothing will be
" long retained." Or that syllable is prefixed to the several
names of worlds) denoting that the seven worlds are
manifestations of the power signified by that syllable.
II As the leaf of the palasa," says Y.4.JNYAWALCYA, "is
" supported by a single pedicle, so is this universe upheld
" by the syl1Qble 6m, a symbol of th.e supreme BRAHlllE."
'.' All rites ordained in the Veda, oblations to fire, and
"solemn sacrifices, pass away; but that which passeth
" not away," says MENU, II is declared to be the syllable
"6m, thence called acsltara, since it is a symbol of GOD,
" the lord of created beings." (MENU, chap. ii'. v. 74,84.)

The concluding prayer is. subjoined, to teach the various
manifestations of that light,. which is the SUD himself.
It is BRAHME, the supreme soul, "The sun," 'sayS

YAJNYAWALCYA, " is BRAHME: this is a certain truth,
" revealed in the sacred Upanishads, and in various Sac'ltas
" of the Vedas." So the Bha,wishya puralta, speakingof the
sun: " Because there is none greater than he, nor has
"been, nor will be, therefore he is celebrated as the
" supreme soul in all the Vedas."
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.That greatest of lights which exists in the SUIl, exists also
as the principle of life in tbe hearts of aD beingij. It shines
externally in the sky, internally in the beart: it is found in
fire and in flame. This principle of lik, which is aeknow
ltdged by the virtuous as existing in the heart and in the
sky, shines externally in the ethereal region, manifested
in the form of the SUD. It is also made apparent in the
lustre of gems, stones, and metals; and in the taste of
trees, plants, and herbs. That is, the irradiating being, who
is a farm of BRAKKE, is manifested 'in all moving beings

(gods, d.emons, men, serpents, beasts, birds, insects, and
the rest) by their locomotion; and in some fixed substanees,
sueb as stones, gemll1, and metals, by their lustre; in others,
such as trees, planUl, and herbs, by their savour. Every
thing which moves or which is fixed, is pervaded by that
light, which in all moving things exists as the supreme
soul, and as the immortal thinking faculty of beings which
have the power of motion. Thus the venel'l1ble commen
tator fi8ys, " In the midst of the sun stands the mOOB, in
"the midst of the moon is fire, in the midst of light is
'I troth, in the midst of truth is the unperishable being."

And again, " God is the unperishable being residing i!l the
" sacred abode: the thinking soul is light alone; it shines
" with uuborrowed splendour." This thinking soul, called
the immortal principle, is a manifestation of that irradiating
power who is the supreme soul.

This universe, consisting of three worlds, was produced
from water. "He first, with a thought, created the waters,

" and placed in them a productiveseed." (MENu,chap.i. v. 8.)
Water, which is the element whence the three worlds pro
ceeded, is that light which is also t~ efficient cause of crea
tion, duration, and destruction, mllllifetlted with these powers,
in the form of BRAHMA, VISHNU, and RUDRA: to denote
this, " earth, sky, and hellven," are subjoined as epithets

K2
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of light. These terms bear allusion also to the three q\la
lities of truth, passion, and darkness, corresponding with
the three manifestations of power, as creator, preserver, and.
destroyer; hence it is also intimated, that the irradiating
being is manifested as BRAHMA, VISHNU, and RUDRA,
who are respectively endued with the qualities of truth,
passion, and darkness. The meaning is, that this irradi
ating being, who is the supreme BRAHME manifested in
three forms or powers, is the efficient cause of the creation
of the universe, of its duration and destruction. So in the
Bhawishya pur6:1ta, CR~sHN A says, "The sun is the god
" of perception, the eye of the universe, the cause of day:
" there is none greater than he among the immortal powers.
" From him this universe proceeded, and in him it will
" reach annihilation; he is time measured by instants," &c.
Thus the universe, consisting of three worlds, containinf; all
which is fixed or moveable, is the irradiating being; and he
is the creator of that univertle, the preserver and destroyer
of it. Consequently nothing can exist, which is not that
irradiating power.

These extracts from two very copious commentaries will
sufficiently explain the texts which are meditated while the
breath is held as above mentioned. Immediately after these
suppressions of breath, the priest should sip water, reciting
the following prayer: "May the sun, sacrifice, the regent of
" the firmament, and other deities who preside over sacri
" fice, defend me from the sin arising from the imperfect
" performance ofa religious ceremony. Whatever sin I
" have committed by night, in thought, word or deed, be
" that cancelled by day. Whatever sin be in me, may that
" be far removed. I offer this water to the sun, whose light
"irradiates my heart; who sprung from the immortal
"essence. Be this oblation efficacious." He should next
make three ablutions with the prayers: "Waters! since ye
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II afford delight," &c., at the same time throwing watel'
eight times on his head, or towards the sky, and once on
the ground as before; and again make similar ablutions
with the following prayer: II As a tired man leaves drops of
" sweat at the foot of a tree; as he who bathes is cleansed
" from all foulness; as an oblation is sanctified by holy
" grass; so may this water purify me from sin:" and
another ablution with the expiatory text which rehearses
the creation. He should next fill the palm of his hand
with water, and presenting it to his nose, inhale the fluid
by one nostril, and retaining it for a while, exhale it through
the other, and throwaway the water towards the north-east
quarter. This is considered as an internal ablution, which
washes away sins. He concludes by sipping water with
the following prayer: "Water! thou dost penetrate all
" beings; thou dost reach the deep recesses of the moun
" taillB; thou art the mouth of the universe; thou art saeri
" fiee; thou art the mystic word vashat; thou art light,
" taste, and the immortal fluid."

After these ceremonies he proceeds to worship the sun,
standing on one foot, and resting the other against his ankle
or heel, looking towards the east, and holding his hands
open before him in a hollow ~orm. In this posture he pro
nounces to himself the following prayers. 1st." The rays
"oflight announce the splendid fiery sun, beautifully rising
" to illumine the universe." 2d. U He rises, wonderful, the
II eye of the sun, of water, and of fire, collectiv~ power of
" gods; he fills heaven, earth, and sky, with his luminous
" net; he is the soul of all which is fixed or locomotive."
3d. " That eye, supremely beneficial, rises pure from the
II east; may we see him a hundred years; may we live a
" hundred years; may we hear a hundred years." 4th.
" May we, preserved by the divine power, contemplating
" heaven above the region of darkness, approach the deity,
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" most splendid of1uminaries." The fullowing .prayer may
be also subjoined: .. Thou art self-existent, thou art the

"most excellent ray; thou givest effulgence: grant it

" unto me." This is explained as an allusion to the seven

rays of the BUD, four of which are supposed to point towards
the four quarters, one upwards, one downwards; and the

seventh, which is centrical, is the most excellent of all,

and is here addressed in a prayer, which is explained as

signifying, "May the supreme ruler, who generates all
" things, whose luminous ray is self-existent, who is the
" sublime cause of light, from whom worlds receive illumina

" tion, be mvourable to us." After presenting an oblation to
the sun, in the mode to be forthwith explained, the GQytltri
nlUst be next invoked, in these words: "Thou art light; thou
art Ileed; thou art immortal life ; thou art called effulgent:

belayed by the gods, defamed by none, thou art the holiest

sacrifiee." And it should be afterwards recited measure
by measure ; then the two first meaiureB as one hemistich,

and the third measure as the other; and, lastly, the three

measures without interruption. The same text is then· in
voked in these words % " Divine text, who dost grant our

" best wishes, whose name is trisyllable, whose import is the
" power of the Supreme Being; come, thou mother of the
" Vidas, who didst spring from BllAHME, be constant here."

The GO/!latrr is then pronounced inaudibly with the triliteral

monosyllable and the names of the three lower worlds, a

'hundred or a thousand times, or as often as~ be pnteti
cable, counting the repetitions on a rosary of gems set in
gold, or of wild grains. For this purpose, the seeds of the

p1Jltrojfoa, vulgarly named pittmkw, lU'e declared preferable.

The following prayers from the Vish~K purO,fUl. conclwle

these repetitions:· "Salutation to the sun; to that lumi-

• I omit the very tedious detail rl'specting sins expiated by a set
number of repetiti{)ns; but in one instance, as an atonement for un-
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"nary, 0 BRAHME, who is the light of the pervader, the
" pl,lre generator of the universe, the cause of efficacious
"rites." 2d." I bow to the great cause of day (whose
" emblem is a full-blown flower of the yava tree), the migbty
"luminary sprung from CASYAPA, the foe of darkness, the
" destroyer of every sin." Or tbe priest walks II. turn through
the south, rehearsing a short text: "I follow the course of
" the sun;" which is thus explained, " As the sun in his
" course moves round the world by the way of the south,
" so do I, following that luminary, obtain the benefit arising
" from a journey round the earth by the way of the south."

The oblation above-mentioned, and which is called arg'lta,
consists of tila, flowers, barley, water, and red-sanders-wood,
in a clean copper vessel, made in the shape of a boat; this
the priest places on his head, and thus presents it with
the following text: "He who travels the appointed path
" (namely, the sun) is present in that pure orb of fire, and
" in the ethereal region; he is the sacrificeI' at religious rites,
" and he sits in the sacred cloee; never remaining a single
'.' day in the same spot, yet present in every house, in the
" heart of every human being, in the most holy mansion, in

warily eating or drinking wbat is forllidden, it is directed, that eight
hundred repetitions of the Gayatn should be preceded by three sup
pressions of breath, touching water during the recital of the following
text: "The bull roars; he has four horns, three feet, two beads, seven
.. hands, and is bound by a threefold ligature: he is tbe mighty resplen
" dent be~, and pervades mortal men." The bull is Religious Duty
personified. His four horns are the Brahma, or superintending priest;
the Udgiilr'( or chanter of tbe St'imaveda; the Hutr'l:, or reader of the
R'tgvUa, who performs the essential part of a religious ceremony j and
the Ad'hwaryu, wbo sits in the sacred close, and chants the Yajflrvida.
His three feet are the three vUaa. Oblations and sacrifice are his two
heads, roaring stupendously. Hi. seven bands are the Hutr'l:, Maitra
varona, Brahmanack'ha,idas" Gravastata, Ack'kaviJc NisMr'l:, and
Putr'l:; names by which officiating priests are designated at certain
solemn rites. The threefold ligature by wbich he is bound, is worship
ped in the morning, at noon, and in the evening.



F
•

136 ON THE RELIGIOVlft::EREMO!'ilES

" the subtile ether; produced in water, in earth, in the abode
" of truth, and in the stony mountains, he is that which is
" 1xJth minute and vast." This text is explained as signify
ing, that the sun is a manifestation of the Supreme Being,
present every where, produced every where, pervading every
place and thing. The oblation is concluded by worshipping
the sun with the subjoined text: "His rays, the efficient
"causes of knowledge, irradiating worlds, appear like
" sacrificial fires."

Preparatory to any act of religion, ablutions must be
again performed in the form prescri~d for the mid-day
bath; the practice of bathing at noon is likewise enjoined
as requisite to cleanliness, conducive to health, and effica
cious in removi~ spiritual as well as corporeal defilements :
it must, nevertheless, be omitted by one who is afBicted
with disease; and a healthy pen:on is furbidden to bathe
immediately after a meal, and without laying aside his
jewels and other ornaments. If there be no impediment,
such as those now mentioned or formerly noticed in speak
ing of early ablutions, he may bathe with water drawn from
a well, from a fountain, or from the bason of a cataract; but
he should prefer water which lies above ground, choosing a
stream rather than stagnant water, a river in preference to
a small brook, a holy stream before a vulgar river; and,
a,bove all, the water of the Ganges. In treating of the
bath, authors distinguish various ablutions, properly and
improperly so e;alled; such as rubbing the body wjth ashes,
which is named a bath sacred to fire; plunging into water,
a bath sacred to the regent of this element; ablutions ac
companied by the prayers, "0 waters! since ye afford
delight," &c. which constitute the holy bath; standing in
dust raised by the treading of cows, a bath denominated
from wind or air; standing in the rain during day-light, a
bath named from the sky or atmosphere. The ablutions,
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or bath, propedy 80 called, are performed with the following
ceremonies.

After bathing and cleansing his person, and pronouncing
as a vow, " I will now perform ablutioD1l," he who bathes
should invoke the holy rivers: "0 Ganga, YannClIa,
II SartUWatf, Satadru, Marudvid'ha and J'y,dya! hear my
II prayers; for my sake be included in this small quantity of
" water with the holy streams ofParushU, AsienS, and Vi
"taBta." He should also utter the radical prayer, consist
ing of the words" Salutation to Narayana." Upon this
occasion a prayer extracted from the Padma purana is
often used with this salutation, called the radical tnt; and
the ceremony is at once concluded by taking up earth,
and pronouncing the subjoined prayer: "Earth, sup
" porter of all things, trampled by horses, traversed by
" cars, trodden by VISHNU! whatever sin has been com
" mitted by me, do thou, who art upheld by the hundred
" armed CRYsHN A, incarnate in the shape of a boar, ascend
" my limbs and remove every such sin."

The text extracted from the Padma pur/Ilia follows:
"Thou didst spring from the foot of VISHNU, daughter of
"VISHNU, honoured by him; therefore preserve us from
" sin, protecting us from the day of our birth, even unto
"death. The regent of air has named thirty-five millions
" of holy places in the sky, on earth, and in the space
" between; they are all comprised in thee, daughter of
" J A HNU. Thou art called she who promotes growth;
" among the gods thou art named the lotos; able, wife
" of PRh'HU, bird, body of the universe, wife of SIVA,

"nectar, female cherisher of science, cheerful, favouring
"worlds, merciful, daughter of JAH N u, consoler, giver
" of consolation. Ganga, who flows through the three
" worlds, will be near unto him who pronounces these pure
II titles during his ablutions."

'\.'.
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w-. die eeMIlOD.y is prekm'ed in its full detail, the
regular prayer is a text of the Veda. "Thrice did V ISftNU

" step, and at three strides traversed the universe: happily
" was his foot placed on this dusty earth. Be this obla

" tion efficacious!" By this prayer is meant, "may the
" earth thus taken up, purify me." Cow-dung is next

employed, with a prayer importing, "Since I take up

" cow-dung, invoking thereon the goddess of abundance,
"may I obtain prosperity!" The literal sense is this:

" I here invoke that godde88 of abundance, who is the vehi

" cle of smell, who is irresistible, ever white, prel!lent in this

" cow-dung, mistress of all beings, greatest of elements,
" ruling all the senses." Water is afterwards held up in

the hollow of both hands joined, while the prayer denomi

nated from the regent of water is pronounced: " Because

" VA RUNA, king of waters, spread a road for the sun, there
"fore do I follow that route. 0 h! he made that road in

" untrodden space to receive the footsteps of the sun. It is
"he who restrains the heart-rending wicked." The sense is,

" VARUNA, king of waters, who curbs the wicked, made
~, an expanded road in the ethereal region to receive the rays

" of the sun; I therefore follow that route." Next, previous

to swimming, a short prayer must be meditated: "Saluta

tion to the regent ofwater! past are the fetters of V ARUN A."

This is explained as importing, that the displeasure of VA

Il UNA at a man's traversing the waters, which are his fetters,

is averted by salutation: swimming is therefore preceded by
this address. The priest should next recite the invocation

ci holy rivers, and thrice throw water on his head from

the hollow of both hands joined, repeating three several

texts. Il1t. " Waters! remove this sin, whatever it be, which

" is in me; whether I have done any thing malicious ro..:
" wards others, or cursed them in my heart, or spoken false~

"hoods." 2d." Waters! mothers of worlds! purify us;
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'"~ lIS. by the sprinkled fluid, ye who purify tlmNgh
" libations; for ye, __ waen, do remove every iIDl."

,3d. H As a tired man leaves drops of sweat at the foot of a
" tree," &.c. Again, swimming,and making a circuit through

...the south, this prayer should be recited: H May divine

" waters be auspicious to us for accumulation, for gain, and
"fur refreshing draughts: may they listen to us, that we

" may be associated with good auspices." Next reciting

the following prayer, the priest should thrice plunge into
water: " 0 COD81DDmation of solemn rites ! who dost purify

" when perfurmed by the most grievoUl!l ofllenders; thou
H dost innfe the basest criminals to purification; thou dost

" expiate the most heinous crimes. I atone for sins towams

." the gods, by gratifying them with oblations and sacrifice;

" I expiate sins towards mortals, by employing mortal men
." to officiate at sacraments. Therefore defend me from the
" pernicious sin of o6ending the gods."

Water must be next sipped with the prayer, " Lom of

" sacrifice, thy heart is in the midst of the waters of the

" ocean," &'c., and the invocation of holy rivers is 8.o<>'l\in
recited. The priest must thrice throw up water with the

.three praYers: "0, waters, iIDlce ye afford delight," &.c. ;

.md again, with the three subjoined prayers: Ist. H May

"the Lord of thought purify me with an uncut blade of

" crUa grass and with the rays of the sun. Lord of purity,
" may I obtain that coveted innocence which is the wish .of
" thee, who IU"t I5lI.tisfied by thiIl oblation of water; and of

" me, who am purified by this holy grass." 2d." May the
" Lord of speech purify me," &.c. 3d. H May the resplen

~'dent SUD purify me," !Lc. Thrice plunging into water,
the priest should as often repeat the grand expiatory text,

ofwhich YiJJ\YAWALCYA says, " It comprises the prin
" ciples of things, and the elements, the existence of the
~' [chaotic] mass, the production and destruction of worlda,"
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This serves as a key to explain the meaning of the text,
which, being considered as the essence of the Vedas, is most
mysterious. The author before me seems to undertake the
explanation of it with great awe, and intimates, that he has
no other key to itt! meaning, nor the aid of earlier commen
taries. 'The Supreme Being alone existed: afterwards
, there was wuversal darkness: next, the watery ocean was
, produced by the diffusion of virtue: then did the creator,
, lord of the universe, rise out of the ocean, and successively
, frame the sun and moon, which govern day and night,
, whence proceeds the revolution of years; and after them
, he framed heaven and earth, the space between, and the
, celestial region.' The terms, with which the text begins,
both signify truth; but are here explained as denoting the
supreme BRAHME, on the authority of a text quoted from
the Veda: " BRAHME is truth, the one immutable being.
" He 5s truth and everlasting knowledge." 'During the
, period of general annihilation,' says the commentator, ' the
, Supreme Being alone existed. Afterwards, during that
'period, night was produced; in other words, there was
, universal darkness.' "This universe existed only in dark·
" ness, imperceptible, undefinable, undiscoverable by rea
" son, and undiscovered by revelation, as if it were wholly
" immersed in sleep." (MENU, ch. i. v. 5.) Next, when
the creation began, the ocean was produced by an unseen
power universally diffused: that is, the element of water
was first reproduced, as the means of the creation. "He
"first, with a thought, created the waters," &c. (MENU,
ch. i. v. 8.) Then did the creator, who is lord of the uni
verse, rise out of the waters. 'The Lord of the universe,
, annihilated by the general destruction, revived with his
, own creation of the three worlds.' Heaven is here ex
plained, the expanse of the sky above the region of the
stars. The celestial region is the middle world and heavens
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above. The author before me has added numerous quota
tions on -the sublimity and efficacy of this text, which
MENU compares with the sacrifice of a horse, in respect of
its power to obliterate sins.

After bathing, while he repeats this prayer, the priest
should again plunge into water, thrice repeating the text,
U As a tired man leaves drops ofsweat at the foot of a tree,"
&c. Afterwards, to atone for greater offences, he should
meditate the Gayatr~, &c. during three suppressions of
breath. He must also recite it measure by measure, hemi
stich by hemistich; and, lastly, the entire text, witbout
any pause. As an expiation of the sin of eating with men
of very low tribes, or of coveting or accepting what should
not be received, a man should plunge into water, at the
same time reciting a prayer which will be quoted on ano
ther occasion. One who has drunk spirituous liquors
should traverse water up to his throat, and drink as much
expressed juice of the moon-plant as he can take up in the
hollow of both hands, while he meditates $e triliteral mo
nosyllable, and then plunge into water, reciting the sub
joined prayer: "0, RUDRA! hurt not our offspring and
" descendants; abridge not the period ofour lives; destroy
" not our cows; kill not our horses; slay not our proud and
" irritable folks; because, holding oblations, we always
" pray to thee!"

Having finished his ablutions, and coming out of the
water, putting on his apparel after cleansing it, having
washed his hands and feet, and having sipped water, the
priest sits down to worship in the same mode which was
directed after the early bath; substituting, however, the
following prayer, in lieu ofthat which begins with the words,
U May the sun, sacrifice," &c., " May the waters purify
" the earth, that she, beiug cleansed, may purify me, May
" the lord of holy knowledge purify her, that she, bein~
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" cleansed by holiBels, may purify me. Mlly the wmers
" free me tram every defilement" wbatle'ver be my unclean-"
" ness, whether I have ooten prohibited food, done forbidden
"acts, or accepted the gifts of diaftoaest meu." Another
dif&rence between wotship at noon and in the DlOI'DiDg,
consists in standiBg hem the sun with uplifted ann. instetul
of joining the hands in a honow form. In all otheI' respects
the form ·of adoration is similar.

Having concluded this ceremony, and walked in a roond
beginning through the &OUth, and salnted the BWl, the priellt
may proceed to study a. portion of the Vecia. Turning hill
face towards the east, with his right baad towards the
south and his left band towards the north, sittiRg deWII
with eu8a grass befOre him, holding two sacred blades of
grass on the tips of his left fingers, and placing his right
hand thereon with the palm turned upwards, and having
thus meditated the Gayatr~, the priest should recite the
proper text on commencing the lecture, and read as much:
of the VkliU as maybe practicable fOr him; continuing the
practice daily until he have read through the whole of the
Vwas, and then recommencing the course.

Prayer on beginnings. lecture of the Rlgv~da: "I praise
"the blazing fire, which is first placed at religious rites,

" which effects the ceremony for the benefit of the votary,
" which performs the essential part of the rite, which is the
" most liberal giver of gems."

On beginning a lecture of the Yaju,..,~da: " I gathett
" thee, 0 branch of the Veda, for tile &ake ofrain; I pluck'
" thee for the sake of strength. Calges! ye are like unto
" air; (that is, as wind supplies the world by me&lUl or
" rain, so do ye supply sacrifices by the milking of cows).
" May the luminous gene~ of worlds IJI.Qke you attain
" success in the best of sacraments."

On beginning a lectur~ of the Samaveda: " Regent of
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"tire, who dostetfeetall religious ceremonies, approach to
" taste my offering, thou who art praised £01' the sake of
"obl(Uions. Sit down OD this. grasa."

The text which is repeated Qn commencing a lecture of
the At'!larva veda has been alreadyquoted on another occa·,
sion: "May divine waters be auspicious to us," &c.

In this manner ahould. a lecture of the V6das, or of the
veaangas, of the stered poem. and mythological hi8tory~

of law, and other branchee of sacred literature, be con
ducted. The priest should ne~ proceed to offer buley,
tila, and water to the manes. Turning his face towards
the east, wearing the sacrificial cord on his left shoulder,
he should sit down, and spread cuBa grass befure him,.
with the tips pointing towards the east. Taking grains.
of barley in his right hand, he should invoke the god••
" 0, assembled gods! hear my call, sit down on this grass."
Then throwing away some grains of barley, and putting ODe
hand over the other, he should pray in these words: "Gods!
" who reside in the ethereal region, in the world near us,
" and in heaven above; ye, whose tongues are flame, and
" who save all them who duly perform the sac:raments,
" hear my call; sit down on, this grass, and be cheerful.'"
Spreading the cuBa grass, the tips of which must point
towards the east, and placing his left hand thereon and
his right hand above the left, he mUilt offer grains of barley
and water from the tips of his fingers (which are parts

dedicated to the gods), holding three straight blades of
grass so that the tips be towards his thumb, and repeating
this prayer: " May the gods be satill6ed; may the holy
" verses, the scriptures, the devout eage8, the sacred poems,.
" the teachers of them, and the celestialqu~besati&
" fied; may other instructors, human beings, minutes of time,
" moments, instants measured by the twinkling of an eYe,
" hours, days, fortnights, months, seasons, and years, with
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" all their component parts, be satisfied herewith."· Next,
wearing the sacrificial thread round his neck and turning
towards the north, he should offer tila, or grains of barley
with water, from the middle of his hand (which is a part dedi

cated to human beings), holding in it cusa grass, the middle
of which must rest on the palm of his hand: this oblation

he presents on grass, the tips of which are pointed towards
the north; and with it he pronounces these woms: " May
" SANACA be satisfied; 'may SANANDAN A, SANATANA,
"CAPILA, As URi, B6b'HU, and PARCHASIC'HA, be
II satisfied herewith." Placing the thread on his right

shoulder, and turning towards the south, he must offer
tila and water from the root of his thumb (which is a part
sacred to the progenitors of mankind), holding bent grass
thereon: this oblation he should present upon a vessel of
rhinoceros' hom placed on grass, the tips of which are
pointed towards the south; and with it he says, "May
" fire, which receives oblations presented to our forefathers,

" be satisfied herewith; may the moon, the judge of de- '
" parted souls, the sun, the progenitors who are purified
" by fire, those who are named from their drinking the

" juice of the moon-plant, and those who are denominated
" from sitting on holy grass, be satisfied herewith!" He
must then make a similar oblation, saying, " May Nbi-
II SARYA, PARASARYA, SUCA, SACALYA, YAJNYAWAL-
" J' , C' (A' BeVA, ATUCARNA, ATYAYANA, PASTAMBA, Ali-
" D'HAYAN A, VACHAcufi, V AIJAVAPi, HUHU,L6cicSHi,
" MAITRAYANi, and AINDRAYANi, be satisfied herewith."
He afterwards offers three oblations of water mixed with
tila from the hollow of both hands joined, and this he
repeats fourteen times with the different titles of Y AMA,

• The verh is repeated with each term, " May the holy verses be
" satisfied; may the VUas he satisfied," &c.
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which are considered as fimrteendistinct forms of the same
deity. "So.lutation to YAM A; salutation to DHERMARAJA,

" or the king of duties; to death; to ANTACA, or the
" destroyer; to VAI VASW AT A, or the child of the sun;
" to time; to the slayer of o.ll beings; to Au6uMBA RA, or
" YAMA, springing out of the racemiferous fig-tree; to him
" who reduces all things to ashes; to the dark-blue deity;
" to him who resides in the supreme abode; to him whose
" belly is like that of a wolf; to the variegated being; to the
" wonderful inflictor of pains." Taking up grains of tila,
and throwing them away, while he pronounces this address
to fire: " Eagerly we place and support thee; eagerly we
" give thee fuel; do thou fondly invite the progenitors,
" who love thee, to taste this pious oblation:" let him
invoke the progenitors of mankind in these words: " May
" our progenitors, who are worthy of drinking the juice
" of the moon-plant, and they who are purified by fire,
" approach us through the paths which are travelled by
" gods; and, pleased with the food presented at this
"sacrament, may they ask for more, and preserve us
"from evil." He should then offer a triple oblation of
water with both hands, reciting the following text, and
saying, " I offer this lila and water to my father, such a
" one sprung from such a family." He must offer similar
oblations to his paternal grandfather, and great-grandfather;
and another set of similar oblations to his maternal grand
father, and to the father and grandfather of that ancestor:
a similar oblation must be presented to his mother, and
single oblations to his paternal grandmother and great
grandmother : three more oblations are presented, each to
three persons, paternal uncle, brother, son, grandson,
daughter's son, son-in-law, matemal uncle, sister's son,
father's sister's son, mother's sister, and other relations.
The text alluded to bears this meaning: "Waters, be the

VOL. I. L
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" food of our progenitors: satisfy my parents, ye who con
" vey nourishment, which is the drink of immortality, the
" fluid of libations, the milky liquor, the confined and
" promised food of the manes.'"

The ceremony may be concluded with three voluntary
oblations: the first presented like the oblations to deities,
looking towards the east, and with the sacrificial cord
placed on his left shoulder; the second, like that offered
to progenitors, looking towards the south, and with the
string passed over his right shoulder. The prayers which
accompany these offerings are subjoined: 1st. " May the
" gods, demons, benevolent genii, huge serpents, heavenly
" quiristers, fierce giants, blood-thirsty savages, unmelodi
" ous guardians of the celestial treasure, suceeessful genii,
" spirits called CWlt11to:!u1a, trees, and all animals which
" move in air or in water, which live on earth, and feed
" abroad; may all these quickly obtain contentment,
" through the water presented by me." 2nd." To satisfY
" them who are detained in all the hells and places of tor
" ment, this water is presented by me." 3d." May those
" who are, and those who are not; of kin to me, and those
" who were allied to me in a former existence, and all who
" desire oblations of water from me, obtain perfect coDtent
"ment." The first text, which is taken from the Samaveda,
differs a little from the YajurvUa: "Gods, benevolent
" genii, huge serpents, nymphs, demons, wicked beings,
" snakes, birds of mighty wing, trees, giants, and all who
" traverse the ethereal region, genii who cherish science,
" animals that live. in water or traverse the atmosphere.,
"creatures that have no abode, and all living animals
" which exist in sin or in the practice of virtue; to satisfy
" them is this water presented by me." Afterwards the

• See a remark on this passage below, page 170, note.
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priest should wring his lower garment, pronouncing this
text: " May those who have been born in my family, and
" have died, leaving no son nor kinsman bearing the same
" name, be contented with this water which I present by
" wringing it from my vesture." Then placing his sacri
ficial cord on his left shoulder, sipping water, and raising
up his arms, let him contemplate the sun, reciting a
prayer inserted above: "He who travels the appointed
"path," &c. The priest should afterwards present an
oblation of water to the SUD, pronouncing the text of the
Funnu pur6lUJ which has been already cited, U Salutation
" to the SUD," &c. He then concludes the whole ceremony
by worshipping the sun with a prayer above quoted:
" Thou art self-existent," &c.; by making a circuit through
the south, while he pronounces, " I follow the course of
" the SUD ;" and byoffering water from the hollow ofhis hand,
while he salutes the regents of space and other Deities ;
" Salutation to space; to the regents of space, to BRAHMA,

" to the earth, to salutary herbs, to fire, to speech, to the
" lord of speech, to the pervader, and to the mighty Deity."

L 2



v.

0,. the RELIGIOlJS CEREMONIES of the HrNDus~

and 9f the BRA.HMENS especially.

ESSAY II.

[From the Asiatic Researches, vol. vii. p. 232-285. Calcutta.
I8() I. 4'to.}

A FOllMER essay on this subject· described the daily
ablutions performed with prayers and acts of religion by
every Brahmen. His next daily duty is the performaRce
of the five great sacraments. The first, consisting in the
study of the Veda, hw; been already noticed; the sacra
ments of the manes, of deities, and of spirits, slightly
toQCbed upon in the first essay,. will be made the subject
of the present one; and the hospitable reception of guests
will be followed in the next by a description of the various
ceremonies which must be celebrated at different periods,
trom the birth to the marriage of a Hindu.

The sacrament of deities consists in oblations to fire with
prayers addressed to various divinities; and it is exclusive
of the offerings of perfumes and blossoms before idols. It
does not fall within my present plan to describe the manner
in which the several sects of Hindus t adore their gods, or
the images of them; and I shall therefore restrict myself
to explain the oblations to fire, and then proceed to describe

• Ante, p. 123.

t See note A, at the end of the present Essay.
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funeral rites and commemorative obsequies, together with
the daily offerings of food and water, to the manes of
ancestors.

I am guided by the author now -before me· in premising
the ceremony of consecrating the fire, and of hallowing the
sacrificial implements; "because this ceremony is, as it
" were, the ground-work of all religious acts."

First, the priest smears with cow-dung a level piece of
ground four cubits square, free from all impurities, and shel
tered by a shed. Having bathed and sipped water, he sits
down with his face towards the east, and places a vessel
of water with cusa grass t on his left; then, dropping his
right knee, and resting on the span of his left hand, he
draws with a root of cusa grass a line, one span or twelve
fingers long, and directed towards the east. From the
nearest extremity of this line he draws another at right
angles to it, twenty-one fingers long, and directed towards
the north. Upon this line he draws three others, parallel
to the first, equal to it in length, and distant seven fingers
from each other. The first line is really, or figuratively,
made a yellow line, and is sacred to the earth; the
second is red, and sacred to fire ; the third black, and
sacred to BRA HMA the creator; the fourth blue, and

• In the former essay, my chief guide was HELAYUn'HA, who has
given very perspicuous explanations of the mantras (or prayers usI'd
at religious ceremonies) in several treatises, particularly in one entitled
Brahmafta-servaswa. In the preRent essay, I likewise use a ritual
composed by BHA VAnEV A for the use of SfJmavidi priestR, and a com
llIentary on the mantras by GUNA VISHNU, as lIlso the Aeh.tirat;han
driea (a treatise on religious ceremonies observed by ,~iedra,~, but
including many of those performed by other classeR), and the AchIJ
raderiia, a treatise on daily duties.

t Poa C!fTlosuroides, KlENW. On the new moon of Bluidra, a
sufficient quantity of this sort of grll.8s is provided for use during the
whole year.
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sacred to IN DRA the regent of the firmament; the fifth
white, and sacred to S6MA. He next gathers up the
dust from the edges of these lines, and throws it away
towards the north-east, saying, "What was [herein] bad,
"is cast away:" and he concludes by sprinkling water
on the several lines.

Having thus prepared the ground for the reception of the
sacrificial fire, he takes a 'lighted ember out of the covered
vessel which contains the fire, and throw8 it away, saying,
"I dismiss far away carnivorous fire; may it go to the
" realm of YAMA, bearing sin [hence]." He then places
the fire before him, saying, " Earth! Sky! Heaven!" and
adding, "this other [harmless] fire alone remains here;
" well knowing [its office], may it convey my oblation to the
" Gods." He then denominates the fire according to the
purpose for which he prepares it, saying, "Fire! thou art
" named 80 and 80;" and he concludes this part of the
ceremony by silently burning a log of wood, one span long
and smeared with clarified butter.

He next proceeds to place the Brahm.a or superintending
priest. Upan very solemn occasions, a learned BrahfAQlw.
does actually discharge the functions of superintending
priest; but, in general, a bundle containing fifty blades of
cuBa grass is placed to represent the Brakma. The officiat
ing priest takes up the vessel of water, and walks round
the fire keeping his right side turned towards it : he then
pours water near it, directing the stream towards the east;
he spreads cuBa grass thereon; and crossing his right
knee over his left without sitting down, he takes up a single
blade of grass between the thumb and ring finger of his left
hand, and throws it away towards the south-west corner of the
shed, saying, " What was herein bad, is cast away." Next,
touching the water, resting the sole of his right foot on his
left ankle, and sprinkling the gra,ss with water, he places the
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Brahma on it, saying, " Sit on [this] seat until [thy] fee
[be paid thee]." The officiating priest then returns by the
same road by which he went round the fire; and sitting
down again with his face towards the east, names the earth
inaudibly.

If any profane word have been spoken during the pre
ceding ceremony, atonement must be now made by pro
nouncing this text: "Thrice did VISH NU step, and at
" three strides traversed the universe: happily was his foot
" placed on the dusty [earth]." The meaning is, since
the earth hIlS been purified by the contact of VISHNU'S

foot, may she (the earth so purified) atone for any profane
word spoken during this ceremony.

If it be intended to make oblations of rice mixed with
milk, curds, and butter, this too is the proper time for mix
ing them ; and the pli.est afterwards proceeds to name
the earth in the following prayer, which he pronounces with
downcast look, resting both hands on the ground: "We
"adore this earth, this auspicious and most excellent
" earth: do thou, 0 fire! resist [our] enemies. Thou
" dost take [on thee] the power [and office] ofother[deities]."

With blades of cuSa grass held in his right hand, he
must next strew leaves of the same grass on three sides of
the fire, arranging them regularly, so that the tip of one
row shall cover the roots of the other. He begins with
the eastern side, and at three times strews grass there, to
cover the whole space from north to 80uth; and in like
manner distributes grass on the southern and western sides.
He then blesses the ten regions of space; and rising a little,
puts some wood· on the fire with a ladle-full of clarified

• The fuel used at sacrifices must be wood of the racemiferous fig
tree, tbe leafy Butea, or tbe Catechu Mimosa. It should seem, how
ever, that tbe prickly Adenunthera, or even the Mango, may be used.
Tbe wood is cut into small logs, a span long, and not tbicker tban a
man's fist.
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butter, while he meditates in silence on BRAHMA-, the lord
of creatures.

The priest then takes up two leaves of cusa grass, and
with another blade of the same grass cuts off the length of
a span, saying, "Pure leaves! be sacred to VISHNU ;"
and throws them into a vessel of copper or other metal.
Again he takes two leaves of WR8s, and holding the tips
between the thumb and ring finger of his right hand, and
the roots between the thumb and ring finger of his left, and
crossing hi.s right hand over his left, he takes up clarified
butter on the curvature of the grass, and thus silently casts
some into the fire three several times. He then sprinkles
both the leaves with water, and throws them away. He
allerwar.ds sprinkles with water the vessel containing clarified
butter, and puts it on the fire, and takes it off again, three
times, and thus concludes -the ceremony of hallowing the
butter; during the ,course of which, while he holds the leaves
of grass in both hands, he recites this prayer: "May the ,
" di.vine generator [VISHNU] purify thee by means of [this]
" faultless pur~ leaf; and may the sun do so, by means of
" [his] rays of light: be thi.s oblation efficacious."

The priest must next hallow the wooden ladle by thrice
turning therein his fore-finger and thumb, describing with
their tips the figure of 7 in the inside, and the figure of 9 on
the outside of the howl of the ladle. Then dropping his
light knee, he sprinkles water fmm the palms of his hands
on the whole southern side of the fire, from west to east,
saying, " ADITJ! [mother of the Gods !J grant me thy ap
~'probation." He does the same on the whole western
side, from south to north, saying, J' ANUMATl!*' grant me'
" thy approbation;" and on the northern side, saying,
~, SARASWATl! grant me thy approbation." And lastly

• T,he WOOD wanting- a digit of full.
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he 'sprinkles water all round the fire, while he pronounces
this text, " Generous sun! approve this rite j approve the
"performer of it, that he may share its reward. May the
"'Celestial luminary, which purifies the intellectual soul,
"purify our minds. May the lord of speech make our
" prayers acceptable."

Holding cuBa grass in both hands, he then recites an
ex.piatory prayer, which will be inserted in another place;
and throwing away the grass, he thus finishes the hallow
ing of the sacrificial implements: a ceremony ~hich neces
sarily precedes all other religious rites.

He next makes oblations to fire, with such ceremonies,
and in such form as are adapted to the religious rite which
is intended to be subsequently performed. The sacrifice,
with the three mysterious words, usually precedes and fol
lows the particular sacrifice which is suited to the occasion j

being most generally practised, it will be the most proper
specimen of the form in which oblations are made.

Having silently burnt a log of wood smeared with clarified
butter, the priest makes three oblations, by pouring each
time a ladle-full of butter on the fire, saying, " Earth !
"be this oblation efficacious:" " Sky! be this oblation
" efficacious:" "Heaven! be this oblation efficacious." On
some occasions he makes a fourth offering in a similar mode,
saying, " Earth! Sky! Heaven! be this oblation effica
"cious." If it be requisite to offer a mixture of rice, milk,
curds, and butter, this is now done j and the oblations,
accompanied with the names of the three worlds, are
repeated.

As another instance of oblations to fire, the sacrifice to
the nine planets may deserve notice. This consists of nine
oblations of clarified butter with the following prayers:

1. "The divine sun approaches with his golden car,
~' returning alternately with the shades of night, rousing
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" mortal and immortal beings, and surveying worlds: May
" this oblation to the solar planet be efficacious."

2. " Gods! produce that [Moon] which has no foe;
" which is the son of the solar orb, and became the ofF
" spring of space, for the benefit of this world;· produce
~'it for the advancement of knowledge, for protection
" from danger, for vast supremacy, for empire, and for the
" sake of INDRA's organs ofsense: May this oblation to
" the lunar planet be efficacious."

3. U This gem of the sky, whose head resembles fire, is
" the lord ~f waters, and replenishes the seeds of the earth :
" May this oblation to the planet Mars be efficacious."

4. "Be roused, 0 fire! and thou, [0 BUD'HA!] perfect
" this sacrificial rite, and associate with us; let this votary
" and all the Gods sit in this most excellent assembly:
" May this oblation to the planet Mercury be efficacious."

5. " 0 VRYHA8P ATI, sprung from eternal truth, confer
" on us abundantly that various wealth which the most
" venerable of beings may revere; which shines gloriously
" amongst all people; which serves to defray RaCrifices;
" which is preserved by strength: May thia oblation to the
" planet Jupiter be efficacious."

6. "The lord of creatw'cs drank. the invigorating essence
" distilled from food j he drank milk and the juice of the
"moon-plant. By means ofscripture, which is truth itself,
" this beverage, thus quaffed, became a prolific essence, the
" eternal organ of universal perception, IN DRA'S organs of

• According to one legend, a ray of the sun, called 8ushamfuJ, be
came the moon; according to another, a flash of light from the eye
of ATKI was received by space, a goddess; she conceived and bore
S6MA, who is therefore called a son of ArKI. This legend may be
found in the Harivanitr. ChIDA-SA alludes to it in the Raghuoonla,
(b. 2. v. 75,) comparing SUDACSHINA, when she conceived RAGHU, to
the via lactea receiving the lumillary which sprung from the eye of
ArKI.
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(( sense, the milk of immortality, and honey to the manes
" of ancestors: May this oblation to the planet Venus be
" efficacious."

7. " May divine waters be auspicious to us for ac
" cumulation, for gain, and for refreshing draughts; may
.. they listen to us, that we may be associated with good
" auspices: May this oblation to the planet Saturn be
.. efficacious."

8. "0 DURVi,· which dost germinate at every knot,
" at every joint, multiply us through a hundred, through a
" thousand descents: May this oblation to the planet of
" the ascending node be efficacious."

9. "Be thou produced by dwellers in this world, to give
" knowledge to ignorant mortals, and wealth to the indi
ct gent, or beauty to the ugly: May this oblation to the
" planet of the descending node be efficacious."

I now proceed to the promised description of funeral
rites, abridging the detail of ceremonies as delivered in
rituals, omitting local variations noticed by authors who
have treated of this subject, and commonly neglecting the
superstitious relUlOns given by them for the very numerous
ceremonies which they direct to be performed in honour of
persons recently deceased, or ofancestors long since defunct.

A dying man, when no hopes of his surviving remain,
should be laid upon a bed of cuSa grass, either in the house
or out of it, if he be a Sudra, but in the open air if he
belong to another tribe. When he is at the point of
death, donations of cattle, land, gold, silver, or other things,
according to his ability, should be made by him; or
if he be too weak, by another person in his name. His
head should be sprinkled with water drawn from the
Ganges, and smeared with clay brought from the same

• Agrosti, linllaris. KlENIO.
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river. A salagrama· stone ought to be placed near the
dying man; holy strains from the Veda or from sacred
poems should be repeated aloud in his ears, and leaves of
holy basil must be scattered over his head.

When he expires, the corpse must be washed, perfumed,
and decked with wreaths of flowers; a bit of tutanag,
another of gold, a gem of any sort, and a piece of coral,
should be put into the mouth of the corpse, and bits of
gold in both nostrils, both eyes, and both ears. A cloth
perfumed with fragrant oil must be thrown over the corpse,
which the nearest relations of the deceased must then carry
with modest deportment to some holy spot in the forest, or
near water. The corpse must be preceded by fire, and by
food carried in an unbaked earthen vessel; and rituals
direct, that it shall be accompanied by music of all sorts,
drums, cymbals, and wind and stringed instruments. This
practice seems to be now disused in most provinces of Hin
dustl:m; but the necessity of throwing a cloth over the
corpse, however poor the relations of the deceased may be,

is enforced by the strictest injunctions: it is generally the
perquisite of the priest who officiates at the funeral.t

• The w.lagramas are black stones found in a part of the GanBoci
river, within the limits of Nip6.1. They are mostly round, and
are commonly perforated in one or more places hy worms, or, as the
Hindus belie~'e, by VISHNU in the shape of a reptile. According to
the number of perforations and of spiral curves in each, the stone is
supposed to contain VISHNU in various characters. For example,
such a stone perforated in one place only, with four spiral cU!'Ves in
the perforation, and with marks resembling a cow's foot, and a long
wreath of flowers, contains LACSHMi NARAYANA. III like manner
stones are found in the Nermadfz, near (/ncar mfJndaUO., which are
considered as types of §IVA, and are called Ban-ling. The w.logrtima
is found upon trial not to be calcareous: it strikes fire with steel,
and scarcely at all effervesces with acids.

t In most parts of India the priests who officiate at funerals are held
in disesteem; they are distinguished by various appellations, as Makti
brahmen, &c.-See Digest of Hindu Law, vol. ii, p. 175. (Octavo
edit. vol. ii. p. 61.)
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The corpse is carried out by the southern gate of the town,
if the deceased were a Sudra; by the western, if he were a
Brahmana ; by the northern, if he belonged to the mili
tary class; and by the eastern portal, ifhe sprung from the
mercantile tribe. Should the road pass through any in
habited .place, a circuit must be made to avoid it; and
when the procession has reached its destination, after once
halting by the way, the corpse must be gently laid, with the
head towards the south, on a bed of cuBa, the tips whereof
are pointed southward. The sons or other relations of the
deceased having bathed in their clothes, must next prepare
the funeral pile with a sufficient quantity of fuel, on a clean
spot of ground, after marking lines thereon to consecrate it,
in a mode similar to that which is practised in preparing a
fire for sacrifices and oblations. They must afterwards
wash the corpse, meditating on Gaya and other sacred
places, holy mountains, the field of the CURus, the rivers
Ganga, Yamuna, CauSid, Chandrabhaga, Bhadravacasa,
Ganflacf, Sarayu, and Nermada; Vailtava, Varaha, and
Pifu'laraca, and all other holy places on the face of the earth,
as well as the four oceans themselves.

Some of these ceremonies are only observed at the obse
quies of a priest who maintained a consecrated fire; his
funera\ pile must be lighted from that fire: but at the obse
quies ofother persons, the carrying of food to be left by the
way, and the consecration of the spot whereon the funeral
pile is raised, must be omitted, and any unpolluted fire may
be used: it is only necessary to avoid taking it from
another funeral pile, or from the abode of an outcast, of a
man belonging to the tribe of executioners, of a woman
who has lately borne a child, or of any person who is
unclean.

After washing th~ corpse, clothing it in clean apparel,
and rubbing it with perfumes, such as sandal-wood, saffron,
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or aloe wood, the relations of the deceased place the
corpse supine with its head towards the north (or resupine,
if it be the body of a woman), on the funeral pile, which is
previously decorated with strung and unstrung flowers. A
cloth must be thrown over it, and a relation of the deceased

taking up a lighted brand, must invoke the holy places
abovementioned, and say, "May the Gods with flaming
mouths bum this corpse!" He then walks thrice round the
pile with his right hand towards it, and shifts the sacrificial

cord to his right shoulder. Then looking towards the
south, and dropping his left knee to the ground, he applies
the fire to the pile near the head of the corpse, saying,
" Nam6/ naman /" while the attending priests recite the
following prayer: "Fire! thou wert lighted by bim-may
" he therefore be reproduced from thee that he may attain
" the region of celestial bliss. May this offering be auspi
II cloos." This, it may be remarked, supposes the funeral

pile to be lighted from the sacrificial fire kept up by the
deceased; the same prayer is, however, used. at the fimeral
of a man who had no cOIUlecrated hearth.

The fire must be so managed that some bones may remain
for the subsequent ceremony of gathering the ashes. While
the pile is burning, the relations of the deceased take up
!!leven pieces of wood a span long, and cut them severally
with an axe over the fire-brands (after walking each time
round the funeral pile), and then throw the pieces over their
shoulders upon the fire, saying, "Salutation to thee who
dost consume flesh."

The body of a young child under two yeara old must not

be burnt, but buried. It is decked with wreaths of fragrant

flowers, and carried out by the relations, who bury it in
a clean spot, saying, " Nam6 / namah /" while a. prie8t
chants the song of Y AMA: "The offspring of the son,
" day after day fetching cows, horses, humnn beings, and
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"cattle, is no more satiated therewith than a drunkard
" with wine."

When funeral rites are pemrmed for a person who
died in a foreign country, or whose bones cannot be found,
a figure is made with three hundred and sixty leaves of the
Butea, or as many woollen threads, distributed so as to repre
sent the several parts of the human body according to a
fancied analogy of numbers; round the whole must be tied
a thong of leather from the hide of a black. antelope, and
over that a woollen thread; it is then smeared with barley
meal mixed with waler, and must be burnt as an emblem
of the corpse.

After the body of the deceased has been burnt in the
mode above mentioned, all who haye touched or followed
the corpse must walk. round the pile, keeping their left
hands towards it, and taking care not to look. at the fire.
They then walk in procession, according to seniority, to a
river or other running water, and after washing and again
putting on their apparel, they advance into the stream.
They then ask the deceased's brother-in-law, or some other
person able to give the proper answer, "Shall we present
water 1" If the deceased were a hundred years old, the
answer must be simply, "Do so:" but if he were not so
aged, the reply is, "Do so, but do not repeat the oblation."
Upon this, they all shift the sacerdotal string to the right
shoulder, and looking towards the south, and being clad in
a single garment without a mantle, they stir the water with
the ring-finger of the left hand, saying, " Waters, purify us."
With the same finger of the right hand they throw up some
water towards the south, and after plunging once under the
surface of the river, they rub themselves with their hands.
An oblation of water must be next presented from the joined
palms of the hands, naming the deceased and the family
from which he sprung, and saying, " May this oblation reach
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thee. " If it be intended to show particular honour to the
deceased, three offerings of water may be thus made.

After finishing the usual libations of water to satisfy the
manes of the deceased, they quit the riTer and shift their
wet clothes for other apparel; they then sip water without
swallowing it, and sitting down on the soft turf, alleviate
their sorrow by the recital of the following or other' suitable
moral sentences, refraining at the same time from tears
and lamentation.

1. "Foolish is he who seeks permanence in the human
" state, unsolid like the stem of the plantain tree, transient
H like the foam of the sea."

2. H When a bodyI formed of five elements to receive the
" reward' of deeds done in its own former person, reverts to
" its five original principles, what room is there for regret ?"

3. "The earth is perishable; the ocean, the Gods them-
" 'selves pass away: how should not that bubble, mortal
" man, meet destruction ?"

4. " All that is low most finally perish; all that is ele
" vated must ultimately fall; all compound bodies must
" end in dissolution, and life is concluded with death."

5. "Unwillingly do the manes of the deceased taste the
"tears and rheum shed by their kinsmen; then do not
" wail, but diligently perform the obsequies of the dead.'"

At night, if the corpse were burnt by day; or in the
day time, if the ceremony were not completed until night;
or in case of exigency, whenever the priest approves, the
nearest relation of the deceased takes up water in a new
earthen jar, and returns to the town preceded by a person
bearing a' staff,t and attended by the rest walking in pro-

• The recital of these verses is specially directed by YAJNYAWAJ,·

CYA, R. 3. v. 7, &c.

t The purpose of his carrying a staff is to scare evil spirits alld
ghost•.
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cession, and led by the youngest. Going to the door of
his own house, or to a place of worship, or to some spot
near water, he prepares the ground for the oblation of a
funeral cake, by raising a small altar of earth, and marking
lines on it as is practised for other oblations. Then, taking
a brush of cuBa grass in his right hand, he washes therewith
the ground, over which c,ua gra68 is spread, saying, " Such
" a one! (naming the deceased, and the family from which
"he sprung) may this oblation be acceptable to thee."
Next, making a ball of three handfuls of boiled rice mixed
with tila,· fruits of various sorts, honey, milk, butter, and
similar things, such QS sugar, roots, pot-herbs, &c. (or if
that be impracticable, with tila at least), he presents it
on the spot he had purified, naming the deceased, and
saying, "May this first funeral cake, which shall restore
thy head, be acceptable to thee," Again purifying the spot
in the same manner as before, and with the same words
addressed to the deceased, he silently puts fragrant flowers,
resin, a lighted lamp, betel-leaves, and similar things, on the
funeral cake, and then presents a woollen yam, naming the
deceased, and saying, "May this apparel, made of woollen
" yarn, be acceptable to thee." He next offers an earthen
vessel full of tila and water near the funeral cake, and says,
" May this vessel of tila and water be acceptable to thee."

It is customary to set apart on a leaf some food for the
crows, after which the cake and other things which have
been offered must be thrown into the water. . This part of
the ceremony is then concluded by wiping the ground, and
offering thereon a lamp, water, and wreaths of flowers,
naming the deceased with each oblation, and saying, " May.
" this be acceptable to thee,"

In the evening of the same day, water and milk must be

VOL. I.

• SeSafflum Indicum, LINN.

M
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suspended in earthen veSBels before the door, in honour of
the deceased, with this address to him, "Such a one
" deceased! bathe here; drink this :" and the same cere
mony may be repeated every evening until the period of
mourning expire.

When the persons who attended the funeral return home
and approach the house-door (before the ceremony of sus

pending water and milk, but after the other rites above
mentioned), they each bite three leaves of nimba. between
their teeth, sip water, and touch a branch of samzt with
their right hands, while the priest says, "May the sam& tree
" atone for sins." Each mourner then touches tire, while the
priest says, "May tire grant us happiness;" and standing
between a bull and a goat, touches both those animals
while the priest recites an appropriate prayer.t Then, after
touching the tip of a blade of dU1"1Ja grass, a piece of coral,
some clarified butter, water, cow-dung, and white mustard
seed, or rubbing his head and limbs with the butter and
mustard-seed, each man stands on a stone, while the priest
says for him, " May I be firm like this stone;" and thus he
enters his house.

During ten days, funeral cakes, together with libations
of water and tila, must be offered as on the first day; aug
menting, however, the numbe~ each time, so that ten cakes,
and as many libations of water and tila, be offered on the
tenth day; and with this further difference, that the address
varies each time. On the second day the prayer is, "May
"this second cake, which shall restore thy ears, eyes,
"and nose, be acceptable;" on the third day, "this

• Melia Azadiraehta, LINN.

t Adenanthera aculeata, or Prosopis aculeata.
t I must for the present omit it, because it is not exhibited at full

length in any work I have yet consulted.
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"third ~ke, which shall restore thy throat, arms, and
" breast;" on the fourth, "thy navel and organs of ex
" cretion;" on the fifth, "thy knees, legs, and feet;" on
the sixth, "all thy vitals;" on the seventh, "all thy
" veins;" on the eighth, " thy teeth, nails, and hair;" on
the ninth, "thy manly strength;" on the tenth, "May
" this tenth cake, which shall fully satisfy the hunger and
" thirst of thy renewed body, be acceptable to thee." Dur
ing this period, a pebble wrapt up in a fragment of the
deceased's shroud is worn by the heir supended on his neck.
To that pebble, as a type of the deceased, the funeral cakes
are offered. The same vessel in which the first oblation was
made must be used throughout the period of mourning;
this vessel, therefore, is also carried by the heir in the frag
ment of the shroud. He uses that slip of cloth taken from
the winding-sheet as a sacrificial cord, and makes the obla
tions every day on the same spot; should either the vessel
or the pebble be lost by any accident, the offerings must be
recommenced.

If the mourning last three days only, ten funeral cakes
must be nevertheless offered, three on the first and third
days, and four on the second; if it lasts no more than one
day, the ten oblations must be made at once.

All the kinsmen of the deceased, within the sixth degree
of consanguinity, should fast for three days and nights, or
one at the least; however, if that be impracticable, they may
eat a single meal at night, purchasing the food ready pre
pared, but on no account preparing victuals at home. So
long as th~ mourning lasts, the nearest relations of the
deceased must not exceed one daily meal, nor eat flesh
meat, nor any food seasoned with factitious salt; they must
use a plate made of the leaves of any tree but the plantain,
or else take their food from the hands of some other persons ;
they must not handle a knife, or any other implement made

M 2
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of iron, nor sleep upon a bedstead, nor adorn their persons,
but remain squalid, and refrain from perfumes and other
gratifications; they must likewise omit the daily ceremonies
of ablution and divine worship. On the third and fifth days,
as also on the seventh and ninth, the kinsmen assemble,
bathe in the open air, offer tila and water to the deceased,
and take a repast together; they place lamps at cross
roads, and in their own houses, and likewise on the way
to the cemetery, and they observe vigils in honour of the
deceased.

On the last day of mourning, or earlier in those countrit'S
where the obsequies are expedited on the second or third
day, the nearest kinsman of the deceased gathers his ashes
after offering a Srudd'Ita singly for him.

In the first place, the kinsman smears with cow-dung
the spot where the oblation is to be presented; and after
washing his hands and feet, sipping water, and taking up
cusa grass in his hand, he sits down on a cushion pointed
towards the south and placed upon a blade of cuBa grass,
the tip of which must also point towards the south. He
then places near him a bundle of cusa grass, consecrated by
pronouncing the word namah! or else prepares a fire for
oblations; then lighting a lamp with clarified butter or with
oil of sesamum, and arranging the food and other things in
tended to be offered, he must sprinkle himself with water,
meditating on VISHNU surnamed the lotos-eyed, or revolv
ing in his mind this verse, "Whether pure or defiled, or
" wherever he may have gone, he who remembers the being
" whose eyes are like the lotos, shall be pure externally
" and internally." Shifting the sacerdotal cord on his right
shoulder, he takes up a brush of cusa grass, and presents
water together with tila and with blossoms, naming the
deceased and the family from which he sprung, and saying,
" May this water for ablutions be acceptable to thee."
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Then saying, " May this be right," he pronounces a vow
or solemn declaration. "This day I will offer on a bundle
" of cuaa grass (or, if such be the custom, "on fire") a
" Sradd'lta for a single person, with unboiled food, together
" with clarified butter and with water, preparatory to the
" gathering of the bones of such a one deceased." The
priests answering "do so," he says "nam6! namah !"

while the priests meditate the Gayatrf, and thrice repeat,
" Salutation to the Gods, to the manes of ancestors, and to
" mighty saints; to SWAHA [goddess offire]; to Swad'M
" [the food of the manes]: salutation unto them for ever
" and ever."

He then presents a cushion made of cuBa grass, naming
the deceased, and saying, " May this be acceptable unto
" thee;" and afterwards distributes meal ofsesamum, while
the priests recite, "MaY' the demons and fierce giants that sit
" on this consecrated spot be dispersed: and the blood
" thirsty savages that inhabit the earth, may they go to any
" other place to which their inclinations may lead them."

Placing an oval vessel with its nalTowest end towards
the south, he takes up two blades of grass, and breaking
off a span's length, throws them into the vessel; and after
sprinkling them with water, makes a libation, while the
priests say, "May divine waters be auspicious to us for ac
"cumulation, for gain, and for refreshing draughts; may
"they listen to us, and grant that we may be associated
" with good auspices." He then throws in tila, while the
priests say, "Thou art tila, sacred to S6M A; framed by
" the divinity, thou dost produce celestial bliss [for him
" that makes oblations]; mixed with water, mayest thou long
" satisfy our ancestors with the food of the manes: be this
" oblation efficacious." He afterwards silently casts into
the vessel perfumes, flowers, and durva grass. Then tak
ing up the vessel with his left hand, putting two blades of
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grass on the cushion with their tips pointed to the north, he
must pour the water from the argha thereon. the priests
meantime recite, " The waters in heaven, in the atmosphere,
" and on the earth, have been united [by their sweetness]with
" milk: may those silver waters, worthy of oblation, be aus
" picious, salutary, and exhilarating to us; and be happily
" offered: may this oblation be efficacious." He adds
" namah," and pours out the water, naming the deceased,
and saying, " May this argha be acceptable unto thee."
Then oversetting the vessel, and arranging in due order the
unboiled rice, condiments, clarified butter, and other requi
sites, he scatters tila, while the priests recite, "Thrice did
" VISHNU step," &c. He next offers the rice, clarified
butter, water, and condiments, while he touches the vessel
with his left hand, and names the deceased, saying, "May
" this raw food, with clarified butter and condiments, 10

U gether with water, be acceptable unto thee." After the
priests have repeated the Gayatrf, preceded by the names
of the worlds, he pours honey or sugar upon the rice, while
they recite this prayer: " May the winds blow sweet, the
". fI dnvers ow sweet, an salutary herbs be sweet, unto us;
" may night be sweet, may the mornings pass sweetly; may
" the soil of the earth, and heaven, parent [of all produe
" tions], be sweet unto us; may [86M A] king of herbs and
" trees be sweet; may the sun be sweet, may kine be sweet
" unto us." He then says, " Nam6! namak!" while the
priests recite, "Whatever may be deficient in this food,
"whatever may be imperfect in this rite, whatever may
" be wanting in its form, may all that become faultless."

He should then feed the Brakmanas whom he has as
sembled, either silently distributing food among them, or
adding a respectful invitation to them to eat. When he has
given them water to rince their mouths, he may consider the
deceased as fed through their intervention. T!te priests
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again recite the Gciyatrtand the prayer, " May the winds
" blow sweet," &c., and add the subjoined prayers, which
should be followed by the music offlagelets, lutes, drums, &c.

I. "The embodied spirit, which hath a thousand heads,
" a thousand eyes, a thousand feet, stands in the human
" breast, while he totally pervades the earth." 2." Thatbeing
" is this universe, and all that has been or will be; he is
" that which grows by nourishment, and he is the distributor
" of immortality." 3. "Such is his greatness; and therefore
" is he the most excellent embodied spirit: the elements of
" the universe are one portion of him; and three portions
" of him are immortality in heaven." 4." That threefold
" being rose above [this world]; and the single portion of
" him remained in this universe, which consists of what does,
" and what does not, taste [the reward of good and bad
" actions] : again he pervaded the universe." 5." From him
" sprung VIRAJ*; from whom [the first] man was pro
" duced: and he, ,being successively reproduced, peopled
" the earth." 6." From that single portion, surnamed the
" universal sacrifice, was the holy oblation of butter and
" curds produced; and this did frame all cattle, wild or
"domestic, which are governed by instinct." 7." From
" that universal sagrifice were produced the strains of the
" R'lch and Saman; from 'him the sacred metres sprung;
" from him did the Yajush proceed." 8." From him were

" fproduced horses and all beasts that have two rows 0

" teeth; from him sprung cows; from him proceeded goats
"and sheep." 9." Him the Gods, the demigods nllmed
" Sfufltya, and the holy sages, consecrated t as a victim on
" sacred grass; and thus performed a solemn act of re
"ligion." 10." Into how many portions did they divide this
" being whom they immolated? what did his mouth be-

• See translation of MENU, Ch. i. v. 32.
t Literally, "immolated;" but the commentator says, "consecrated."
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" come? what are his arms, his thighs, and his feet now
" called 1" 11." His mouth became a priest; his arm was
" made a soldier; his thigh was transformed into a hus
" bandman; from his feet sprung the servile man." 12. "The
" moon was produced from his mind; the sun sprung from
" his eye; air and breath proceeded from his ear; and fire
" rose from his mouth." 13. "The subtile element was pro
" duced from his navel; the sky from his head; the earth
" from his feet; and space from his ear: thus did he frame
" worlds." 14." In that solemn sacrifice which the Gods
" performed with him as a victim, spring was the butter,
" summer the fuel, and sultry weather the oblation." 15.
" Seven were the moats [surrounding the altar]; thrice
" seven were the logs of holy fuel; at that sacrifice which
" the Gods performed, binding this being as the victim." 16.
" By that .sacrifice the Gods worshipped this victim: such
" were primeval duties; and thus did they attain heaven,
It where formeJ:Gods and mighty demigods abide.'"

Next spreading cuSa grass near the fragments of the re
past, and taking some unboiled rice with tila and clarified
butter, he must distribute it on the grass, while the priests

. recite for him these prayers: " May those in my family
" who have been burnt by fire, or who are alive and yet un

" burnt, be satisfied with this food presented on the ground,
" and proceed contented towards the supreme path [of
" eternal bliss]. May those who have no father nor mother,
" nor kinsman, nor food, nor supply of nourishment, be
" contentedwith this food offered on the ground, and attain,
" like it, a happy abode." He then gives the Brakmanas

• I think it unnecessary to quote from the commentary the explana
tion of this curious passage of the Vida as it is there given, because
it does not really elucidate the sense; the allegory is. for the most part,
sufficiently obvious. Other prayers may be also recited on the same
occasion: it would be tedious to insert them all in this place.
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water to rince their mouths; and the priests once more
recite the GO:!Jatr;' and the prayer, U May the winds blow
U sweet," &c.

Then taking in his left hand another vessel containing
tila blossoms and water, and in hi8 right a brush made of
cusa grass, he sprinkles water over the grass spread on the
consecrated spot, naming the deceased, and saying, U May
" this ablution be acceptable to thee:" he afterwards takes
a cake or ball of food mixed with clarified butter, and pre
sents it, saying, U May this cake be acceptable to thee;"
and deals out the food with this prayer: "Ancestors, re
U joice; take your respective shares, and be strong as
"bulls." Then walking round by the left to the northern
side of the consecrated spot, and meditating, " Ancestors
"be glad; take youI' respective shares and be strong as
"bulls," he returns by the same road, and again sprinkles
water on the ground to wash the oblation, saying, " May
" this ablution be acceptable to thee."

Next, touching his hip with his elbow, or else his right
side, and having sipped water, he must make six libations
of water with the hollow palms ofhis hand, saying, "Salu
"tation unto thee, 0 deceased, and unto the saddening [hot]
" season; salutation unto thee, 0 deceased, and unto the
" month of tapas [or dewy season]; salutation Wlto thee,
" 0 deceased, and unto that [season] which abounds with
" water; salutation unto thee, 0 deceased, and to the nec
" tar [of blossoms]; salutation unto thee, 0 deceased, and
" to the terrible and angry [season]; salutation unto thee, 0
" deceased, and to female fire [01' the sultry season]."·

He next offers a thread on the funeral cake, holding
the wet brush in his hand, naming the deceased, and
saying, " May this raiment be acceptable to thee;" the

• See note B, at the end of the present Essay.
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priests add, "Fathers, this apparel is offered unto you." He
then silently strews pelfumes, blossoms, resin, and betel
leaves on the funeral cake, and places a lighted lamp on it.

He sprinkles water on the bundle of grass, saying, " May
" the waters be auspicious ;" and offers lice, adding, "May
" the blossoms be sweet, may the rice be harmless;" and
then pours water on it, naming the deceased, and saying,
" May this food and drink be acceptable unto thee." In
the next place he strews grass over the funeral cake and
sprinkles water on it, reciting this prayer, "Waters! ye are

" the food of our progenitors; satisfy my parents, ye who
" convey nourishment, which is ambrosia, butter, milk,
" cattle, and distilled liquor."· Lastly, he smells some of
the food, and poises in his hand the funeral cakes, saying,
" May this ball be wholesome food;" and concludes by pay
ing the officiating priest his fee, with a formal declaration,
" I do give this fee (consisting of so much money) to such
" a one (a priest sprung from such a family, and who uses
" such a Veda and such a sac'hU of it), for the purpose of

" fully completing the obsequies this day performed by me
" in honour of one person smgly, preparatory to the gather
" ing of the bones of such a one, deceased."

After the priest has thrice said, "Salutation to the Gods,

" to progenitors, to mighty saints," &c., he dismisses him;
lights a lamp in honour of the deceased; meditates on
HERI with undiverted attention; casts the food Rnd other
things used at the obsequies into the fire; and then pro-

• The former translation of this text (in the first Essay on the Re
ligious Ceremonies ofthe Hindus, ante, p. 146) was erroneous in several
places; and I still am not perfectly confident that I rightly under
stand it. The term (dlrilaJ which the commentator explains lI.8 signi
fying cattle, literally means" fit to be tied to a pole or stake." The
reading of the next term was erroneous. I read and translated pari
sruta for pm'isrllta; "promised" instead of "distilled." The com
mentator explains it as signifying the nourishment of progenitors.
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ceeds to the cemetery for the purpose of gathering the ashes
of the deceased.

The son or nearest relation of the defunct, accompanied
by his kinsmen, and clothed in clean apparel, repairs to the
cemetery, carrying eight vessels filled with various flowers,
roots, and similar things. When arrived there, he does
honour to the place by presenting an argha, with perfumes,
blossoms, fragrant resins, a lamp, &c. Some of his kins
men invoke the deities of the cemetery, when the arglla is
presented; others, when flowers are offered; others again,
when food, fragrant resins, a lighted lamp, water, wreaths
of flowers, and rice are offered, saying, " Salutation to the
deities whose mouths are devouring fire." He advances to
the northern gate .. or extremity of the funeral pile, sits down
there, and presents two vessels as an oblation to spirits, with
this prayer, " May the adorable and eternal Gods, who are
" present in this cemetery, accept from us this eight-fold un
" perishable oblation: may they convey the deceased to
" pleasing and eternal abodes, and grant to us life, health,
" and perfect ease. This eight-fold oblation is offered to
" EhvA and other deities: salutation unto them." Then
walking round the spot with his right side towards it, he
successively places two other vessels, containing eight dif
ferent things, at each of the three other gates or sides of the
enclosure which surrounds the funeral pile; and he pre
sents these oblations. with the same formality as before,
sprinkles them with milk, and adds, "May Eh vA and the
other deities depart to their respective abodes." He then
shifts the sacerdotal string to his right shoulder, tums his
face towards the south, silently sprinkles the bones and
ashes with cow's milk, and, using a branch of samz and

• The practice of enclosing the funeral pile with temporary walls is
almost universally disused.
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another of palasa* instead of tongs, first draws out from
the ashes the bones of the head, and afterwards the
other bones successively, sprinkles them with perfumed
liquids and with clarified butter made of cow's milk, and
puts them into a callket made of the leaves of the pal6.Sa :
this he places in a new earthen vessel, covers it with a lid,
and ties it up with thread. Choosing some clean spot where
encroachments of the river are not to be apprehended, he digs
a very deep hole, and spreads cuBa grass at the bottom of it,
and over the grass a piece of yellow cloth; he places
thereon the earthen vessel containing the bones of the de
ceased, covers it with a lump of mud, together with thoms,
moss and mud, and plants a tree in the excavation, or raises
a mound of masonry, or makes a pond, or erects a stan
dard. He, and the rest of the kinsmen, then bathe in their
clothes. At a subsequent time, the son or other near rela
tion fills up the excavation and levels the ground; he
throws the ashes of the funeral pile into the water, cleans
the spot with cow-dung and water, presents oblation to
SIV A and other deities in the manner beforementioned,
dismisses those deities, and casts the oblation into water. To
cover the spot where the funeral pile stood, a tree should be
planted, or a mound of masonry be raised, or a pond be dug,
or a standard be erected.t Again, at a subsequent time,

• Buteafrondosa, LINN. ; and superba, ROXB.

t This does not appear to be very universally practised; but a
monument is always erected on the spot where a woman has burnt
herself with her husband's corpse, or where any person has died B

legal voluntary death. A mausoleum is, however, often built in
honour of a Hindu prince or noble; it is called in the Hindustani
language, a ch'hetri; and the practice of consecrating a temple in
honour of the deceased is still more common, especially in the centri
cal parts of India. I shall take some future occasion to resume a
subject alluded to in this note; but in the mean time it may be fit to
remark, that legalsuieide was formerly common among the Hindus, and
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the son, or other near relation, carries the bones, which
were so buried, to the river Ganges: he bathes there, rubs
the vessel with the five productions of kine, puts gold, honey,
clarified butter and tila on the vessel, and looking towards
the south, and advancing into the river, with these words,
" Be there salutation unto justice," throws the vessel into
the waters of the Ganges, saying, U May he (the deceased)
be pleased with me." Again bathing, he stands upright,
and contemplates the sun; then sipping water, and taking
up cusa grass, tila, and water, pays the priests their fees.

So long as mourning lasts after gathering the ashes, the
near relations of the deceased continue to offer water with
the same formalities and prayers as abovementioned, and to
refrain from factitious salt, butter, &c. On the last day of
mourning, the nearest relation puts on neat apparel, and
causes his house and furniture to be cleaned; he then goes
out of the town, and after offering the tenth funeral cake in

is not now very rare, althougb instances of men's burning themselves
have not perhaps lately occurred so often as their drowning themselves
ill holy rivers. The blind father and mother of the young anchorite,
whom DASARAT'HA slew by mistake, burnt themselves with the corpse
of their son. Tbe scboliast of the Rag/mvnnsa, in which poem, as well
as in tbe RAMAYA NA, this story is beautifully told, quotes a text of law
to prove tbat suicide is in such instances leg-al. I cannot refrain from
also mentioning, that instances are not unfrequent where persons
affiicted with loathsome and incurable diseases have caused them·
selves to be buried alive. I hope soon to be the channel of communi
cating to the Asiatic Society a very remarkable case of a leper rescued
from a premature grave, and radically cured of his distemper. I
must also take this occasion of announcing a very singular practice
which prevaws among the lowest tribes of the inhabitants of Berar
and Gondwana. Suicide is not ullfrequently vowed by such persons
in return for boons -solicited from idols; and to fulfil his vow, the
successful votary throws himself from a precipice named CalahkairalJa,
situated in the mountains between the Tapti and NermadfJ rivers.
Tbe annual fair held near that spot at the beginning of spring,
usually witnesses eight or ten victims of this superstition.
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the manner before described, he makes ten libations of
water from the palms of his hands, causes the hair of his
head and body to be shaved, and his nails to be cut, and
gives the barbers the clothes which were worn at the fune
ral of the deceased, and adds some other remuneration.
He then anoints his head and limbs down to his feet with
oil of sesamum, rubs all his limbs with meal of sesamum,
and his head with the ground pods of white mustard; he
bathes, sips water, touches and blesses various auspicious
things, such as stones, clarified butter, leaves of nimba,

white mustard, durva grass, coral, a cow, gold, curds,
honey, a mirror, and a conch, and also touches a bambu
staff. He now returns purified to his home, and thus com
pletes the first obsequies of the deceased.

The second series of obsequies, commencing on the day
after the period of mourning has elapsed, is opened by a
lustration termed the consolatory ceremony, the description
of which must be here abridged, for want of a commentary
to explain all the prayers that are recited at this religious
rite; for the same reason, an account of the ceremonies
attending the consecration and dismissal of a bull in honour
of the deceased, must for the present be postponed.

The lustration consists in the consecration of four vessels
of water, and sprinkling therewith the house, the furniture,
and the persons belonging to the family. After lighting a
fire, and blessing the attendant 111'ahmanas, the priest fills
four vessels with water, and putting his hand into the first,
meditates the Gayatr~, before and after reciting the follow
mg prayers:

1. "May generous waters be auspicious to us, for
" gain and for refreshing draughts; may they approach
"towards us, that we may be associated with good
"auspices." 2." Earth, afford us ease, be free from
" thorns, be habitable; widely extended as thou art, pro-
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" cure us happiness." 3." 0 waters! since ye afford de
" light, grant us food, and the rapturous sight [of the
" Supreme BeingJ." 4." Like tender mothers, make us
" here partakers of your most auspicious essence."·

Putting his hand into the second vessel, the priest medi
tates the G"ayatrz and the four prayers above quoted, add
ing some others, and concluding this second consecration
of water by once more meditating the Gayatrt

Then taking a lump of ,sugar and a copper vessel in his
left hand, biting the sugar and spitting it out again, the
priest sips water; afterwards putting his hand into the
third vessel, he meditates the Gayatrz and the four prayers
above cited, interposing this, " May INDRA and V ARUNA

" [the regents of the sky and of the ocean] accept our obla
" tions and grant us happiness; may INDRA and the che
" rishing sun grant us happiness in the distribution of food ;
" may INDRA and the moon grant us the happiness of
" attaining the road to celestial bliss and the association of
" good auspices." The priest adds, 1. " May we suffi
" ciently attain your essence with which you satisfy the
"universe. Waters! grant it to us." 2." May heaven
"be our comfort; may the sky, earth, water, salutary
"herbs, trees, the assembled gods, the creator, and the
" universe, be our comfort; may that comfort obviate diffi-

• The translation of several among these prayers is a little varied from
a former version of them (in the First Essay on the Religious Cere
monies of the Hindus, attte, p. 124, 125), to conform with the different
expositions given in different places hy the commentators I have con
sulted. For the same purpose, I shall here subjoin another version
of the Gdyatri: "Earth! Sky! Heaven! Let us meditate on [these
" and on] the most excellent light and power of that generous, spor
" tive, and resplendent Sun, [praying that1it may guide our intellects."
A paraphrase of this very important text may be found in the preface
to the translation of MENU, p. xviii. See also the Essay on the vedas,
ante, p. 30.
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" culties, and become to us the means of attaining our
"wishes." 3." Make me perfect in [my own person, and
" in the persons of all who are] connected with me; may
" all beings view me with the [benevolent] eye of the sun:
" I view all beings with the solar eye; let us view each
" other with the [benevolent] solar eye." 4." Make me
" perfect in my own person, and in the persons of all who
" are allied to me: may I live long in thy sight; long
" may I live in thy sight." 5." Salutation to thee [0
" fire !] who dost seize oblations, to thee who dost shine, to
" thee who dost scintillate; may thy flames bum our foes ;
" mayest thou, the purifier, be auspicious unto us." 6. "Sa
" lutation to thee, manifested in lightning; salutation to
" thee, manifested in thunder; salutation to thee, 0 GOD!
" for thou dost endeavour to bestow celestial bliss." 7.
" Since thou dost seek to awe the wicked [only], make us

" fearless; grant happiness to our progeny, and courage to
" our cattle." 8." May water and herbs be friendly to

" us; may they be inimical to him who hates us and whom
" we hate." 9." May we see a hundred years that pure
" eye, which rises from the east, and benefits the Gods;
" may we live a hundred years; may we speak a hundred
" years; may we be free from distress a hundred years,
" and again a hundred years." After another prayer, the
priest again meditates the Gayatrz, and thus concludes the
third consecration. He then hallows the fourth vessel of
water in a similar manner, with a repetition of the prayer,
" May the earth be our comfort," &'c., and with some
others, which must be here omitted for the reason before
mentioned,·., ,

• At most dfigious ceremonies, and especially at the deprecatory
rites, the prayers directed in the several VUas, and in the various
.ac'haa of the~, differ much. Those which are translated in the
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Though it be not positively enjoined, it is customary,

immediately after this lustration, to give away a vessel of
lila, and also a cow, for the sake of securing the passage
of the deceased over the Vaitaranz, or river of hell; whence
the cow 80 given is called Vaitaranz-d'kenu. Afterwards

a bed with its furniture is brought, and the giver ~its down
near the Brakmana who has been invited to receive the

present ;' after saying, " Salutation to this bed with its fur
" niture, salutation to this priest to whom. it is given," he
pays due honour to the Brftlunana in the usual form of
hospitality. He then pours water into his hand, saying,
" I give thee this bed with its furniture;" the priest re
plies, " Give it." Upon this he sprinkles it with water,

and taking up cuSa grass, tila, and water, delivers them to
the priest, pouring the water into his hand, with a formal
declaration of the gift and ito; purpose; and again delivers a
bit of gold with cuBa grass, &c. making a similar formal
declaration. 1." This day, I, being desirous of obtaining
" celestial bliss for such a one defunct, do give unto thee,

" such a one, a Brakmalta, deScended from such a family,
" to whom due honour has been shown, this bed and furni
" ture, which has been duly honoured, and which is sacred
"to VISHNU." 2." This day I give unto thee (so and

" so) this gold, sacred to fire, as a sacerdotal fee, for the
" sake of confirming the donation I have made of this bed
" and furniture." The Brakmana both times replies, "Be
" it well." Then lying upon the bed, and touching it with
the upper part of his middle-finger, he meditates the

present and former essays are mostly taken from the YqjurvUla, and
may be used by any Brahmen, instead of the prayers directed in the par
ticular Veda, by which he should regularly be guided. The subject
of lustrations is curious; they are performed with various ~remonies.

to avert calamities or to obviate disappointments. Should other en
gagements pennit it, this topic will be treatt.d in a future ellSay•.

VOL. I. N
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Gayain with suitable pmyeJ'!, adding, "This bed is sacied
" to VISHNU."

With the same ceremonies, BDd with similar formal de

clarations, he next gives away to a Brahraafu, (01' more
eommonly, in both instances, to a married couple) a golden
image of the deceased, or else a golden idol, or both, with
clothes and various sorts of fruit. 'Afterwards he distri
, butes other prellents among BrfJ.limaluu, fOl' the greUer
, honour of the deeeaaed; making donations of land, and
, giving a chair or Iltool, clothes, water, food, betel-leaf, a

~ lamp, gold, silver, a pa.ra8Ol, an orcl1ard of fruit trees,
, wreaths of flowei'll, a pair of shoes, another bed, another
, milch cow, and any other presents he may chooR to giTe,
, such as an elephant, a horse, a carriage, & slaNe, a ho.Ie,
, and so forth.'

It is hardly necessary to remark on this quotatiou, that
none but very rich or superstitious persoM make tllege

ample donations, which are not positively enjoined, though
etrenuously recommended.
. There is some difference in the religious formalitiel with
which vanoUEl things are given or accepted, on this or on
any other occasion. In the formal declaration, too~ a dif
ferent tutelary Deity is named, and a different object is
specified; but, in other respects, the form of the declara
tion is similar, whatever be the occasion on which the gift
is made.

In making a donation of land, the donor sits down with
his face to the east, opposite to the person to whom he
gives it. The donor says, " Salutation to this land with its

". produce; salutation to this priest, to whom I give it."
Then, after showing him honour in the usual fonn, he

Pours water into his hand, saying, " I give thee this land
" with its produce." The other replies, " Give it." UpoD

which he sprinkles the place with· water; and taking up
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water, with holy basil and c1tsa grass, he pours the water
into the other's hand, making a formal declaration of the
donation and the motive of it. He then delivers a bit of

gold, with cuBa grass, &.c., declaring his purp08e in giving
it, as a sacerdotal fee, to consolidate the donation of land.

The other accepts the gift by a verbal acknowledgment,
i1I.d meditates the Ga:!Jatr~ with some other prayers.

A chair or stool is accepted by sitting down on it;·
dothes, by putting them on; a parasol, by holding the
handle of it; shoes or sandals, by standing on them; and
a couch, by. lying on it. In these and other donations

there is no variation in the prayers; but the gift of a milch
cow is made with other texts, which the donor recites
standirtg neat the cow, and making a libation of water from
the palms of his hands after the recital of each prayer.
The gift is accepted by holding the animal's tail.

1. " May the Goddess, who is the LACSHMI of all
" beings and resides among the Gods, assome the shape of
"a milch cow and procure me comfort." 2." May the
"- Goddess who' is RU DRANI in a corporeal form, and who is
,,' .. the beloved of SIVA, assume the shape of a mIlch cow and

"procure me comfort." 3." May she, who is LAcsHMI
'~reposing on the bosom of VISHNU; she, who is the

" LAcsHMI of the regent of riches; she, who is theLACsHMI
II (Jf kingS, be a boon-granting cow to me." 4." May

"she, who is the LAcsHMI of BRAHMA; she, who is
'f SWA8A, the wife of fire; she, who iii the exerted power
,~ at the SUD, moon, and stars, assume the shape of a·milch

" cow for [my] prosperity." 5." Since thou art Swad'lta
" [the food] of them, who are chief among the manes of an
" cestors, and SwA8 A [the cOD6uming powed of them, who
" eat solemn sacrifices; therefore, being the cow that ex-
" .. Ii " 6 "I· kplates every SID, procure me com ort. . lOVO e

" the Goddess who is endowed with the attributes of all the
N2
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" Gods, who confeN all happiness, who bestows [abodes
" in] all the worlds for the sake of all peopl",." 7." I
"pray to that auspicious Goddess for immortality and.
"happiness."

The remaining ceremonies, omitting for the present the
consecration of a bull, consist chiefly in the obsequies
called Br6.d.tfhas. The first set of funeral ceremonies is
adapted to effect, by means of oblations, the reimbodying
of the soul of the deceased, after burning his corpse. The·
apparent scope of the second set is to raise his shade from
this world (where it would else, according to the notions
of the Hindus, continue to roam among demons and evil
spirits) up to heaven, and there deify him, as it were,
among the manes of departed ancestors. For this end, a
Bradd'ha should regularly be offered to the deceased on the
day after mourning expires; twelve other Brfulcfhas singly
to the deceased in twelve successive months; similar obse
quies at the end of the third fortnight, and also in the'
sixth month, and in the twelfth; and the oblation called
&pin/iana, on the first anniversary of his decease. In·
most provinces the periods for these sixteen ceremonies,
and for the concluding obsequies entitled &piltdana, are
anticipated, and the whole is completed on the second or
third day; after which they are again performed at the
proper times, but in honour of the whole set of progenitors
instead of the deceased singly. The obsequies intended to
raise the shade of the deceased to heaven are thus com
pleted. Afterwards a Brfuld'ha is annually offered to him·
on the anniversary of bis decease.

The form of the various Bradd'has «(or they are nume
r~us") is so nearly the same, that it will be only necessary

• In a work entitled Nirfleya Sincfhu 1 find authority for classing
obsequies under twelve heads. 1. Daily ohsequies, either witli food or
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'to describe that which is performed in honour of progenitors
in general; and at which three funeral cakes are offered to
three paternal ancestors; as many to three maternal fore
fathers, and two to the Vwedet7as or assembled Gods. A
s.,.fJdd'ka in honour of one person singly has been already
noticed•.

After smearing the place with cow-dung, a square altar
of sand is raised on it, one or two fingers high, and a span
nearly in each direction. (It must be triangular at the
obllt'quies of one recently defunct.) The person who per
forms the ceremony, first washel! his hands and feet, sips
water, and puts a ring of cuBa grass on the ring finger of
each hand. He sits down on a cushion of cuBa grass, or of
other materials, placed upon a blade of such grass. He
lights a lamp, reciting a prayer, which will be cited on
another occasion. He places the implements and mate
rials in regular order, and sprinkles water on himself and
all around, meditating on VISHNU surnamed the lotos-eyed,
and revolving in his mind the couplet, It Whether pure or
" defiled," &C. He now shifts' the sacerdotal thread to

with water only, in honour of ancestors in general, but excluding the
,Yis,cwevlU. 2. Obsequies for a special cause; that is, in honour of"
kinsman recently defunct. 3. Voluntary obsequies, performed by
way of supererogation, for the greater benefit of the deceased. 4. O~
sequies for increase of prosperity, performed upon any accession of
wealth or prosperity, and upon other joyful occasions. 5. A iradd'h4
intended to introduce the shade of a deceased kinsman to the rest of
the manes. 6. Obsequies performed on appointed days, such as that
of new moon, fun moon, sun'. passage into a new sign, &c. 7. A
Iradd'ha to sanctify the food at an entertainment given to a company
of reverend persons. 8. One performed when stated numbers of
priest. are fed at the cost of a person who needs purification from
some defilement. 9. A Iradd'ha preparatory to the celehration of any
solemn rite, and considered as a part of such rite. 10. Sradd'ha, in
honour of deities. 11. Oblations of clarified butter, previous to tbe
undertaking ofa dis~nt journey. 12. A iradd'ha to sanctify a meal
of flesh meat prepared simply for the sake of nourishment.
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bis right shoulder, and solemnly declares his intention of
performing a 8r6.dJ:ha, and the motive of it. He thrice
meditates the Gayatri, and pronounces the salutation to
tuperior beings, " Salutation to the Gods, to the manes of
" ancestors," &c.

After this preparation he proceeds to invite and tA> wel
<:orne the aasembled Gods and the manes. First, he places
two little cushions of cuaa gt'lll!s on one side of the altar
for the ViSwecU1Jas, and six in front of it for the Pitr'U.
Each cushion should consist of three blades of grass folded
up. After strewing CJlBa grass on those cushions, he asks,
" Shall I invoke the aasembled Gods 1" Being told " Do
" so," he thus invokes them: "Assembled Gods! bear
" my invocation; come and sit down on this holy grass."
After scattering barley on the same spot, he meditates this
prayer, " Assembled Gods! listen to my invocation, ye,
" who reside in the sky; and ye who abide near us [011
" earth], or [far off] in heaven; ye, whose tongues are
" fire; and ye, who defend the funeral sacrifice, sit on this
." grafltl and be cheerful." He then invites the manes of
ancestors with similar invocations: "0 fire! zealously we
H support thee; zealously we feed thee with fuel; eagerly
" do thou call our willing ancestors to taste our oblation."
" May our progenitors, who eat the moon-plant, who are
"sanctified by holy fires, come by paths, which Gods
" travel.'" Satisfied with ancestral food at this solemn
" sacrifice, may they applaud and guard us." He next
welcomes the Gods and manes with oblations of water, Stc.
in vessels made of leaves. t Two are presented to the
ViSw6dCvas, and three to paternal ancestors, and as many

• The Via Lar:tea seems to be meant by tbepatb of the Gods.
t Plantain leaves; or else leaves of the Bteteafrondosa, or of the

.&asia inti/o/ill.
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to maternal fOrefathers. C.ua graBS ill put into each vessel
and water sprinkled on it, while the prayer, " May divine
" waters be auspicious to us," &.c. is recited. Barley is
thrown into the velllels intended for the Gods, and lila into
those intended for the manel of ancestors, with these

prayers, 1. "Barley! thou art the separatDr,· separate [us]
" from our natum! enemies and from our malicious foes."
2. " Thou art tila, sacred to S6MA," &c. At a fJrluid'ha
for increase of prosperity, which is performed on many
occasions as a preparative for a solemn act of religion,
barley is thrown into the ve8l:lels instead of lila, and the
last prayer is thus varied: "Thou art barley, sacred to
" S6MA: framed by the dirinity, thou d08t produce celes
" tial bliss; mixt with water, mayeat thou long satisfy with
" nourillhment my Beveral progenitors, whose mouths are
" full of blessings." The veBBels are successively taken
up, l'epeating each time a prayer before cited: "The
" waten in hea~eo, in the atmosphere, and on the earth,
" have been united with milk," &c. The cu8a grass that
lay on the vessels is put into a Braltmana', hand, and
that which was under it is held by the person who per
fOrms the 8r!zdd'ha, in his own hand; and through it he
successively pours the water out of each vessel on the
BrahWlfU/!s hand. He then pilea up the empty veasels in
three sets, and revenes them, saying, while he oversets the
first, " Thou art a mansion for ancestors."

At . the 18.8t obsequies for one recently deceased, and

.hich are named the SapiMana, the following prayer ill
recited when the vessel which bas been oflered to him ill

piled up with the rest: " May the mansion of those pro-

• Yal'a signifies barley; in this text it also signifies separator.
being derived from gu, to unmix. Many of the prayers ~ontain similar
quibDles.
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U genitors, who have reached a common abode, and who
It have accordant minds, foster him; may the blessed sa
U crifice, sacred to the Gods, be his." The subjoined
prayer likewise is peculiar to the Sapindana : U By [the
It intercession of] those 80uls who are mine by affinity, who
It are animated [shades], who have reached a common

U abode, who have accordant minds, may prosperity be
U mine in this world for a hundred years."

The person who performs the arfuld'lw next takes up food
smeared with clarified butter, and makes two oblations to
fire, reciting these prayers: 1. " May this oblation to fire,
" which conveys offerings to the manes, be efficacious."
2. " May this oblation to the moon, wherein the progeni
" tors of mankind abide, be efficacious."

Brahmanas should be fed with the residue of the obla

tion; it is accordingly consecrated for that purpose by the
following prayer: ~'The vessel that holds thee is the earth;
"its lid is the sky; I offer this residue of an oblation,

" similar to ambrosia, in the undefiled mouth of a priest:
" may this oblation be efficacious." The performer of the
sradd'ha then points with his thumb towards the food,
saying, "Thrice did VISHNU step:' &c. He adds, "May
" the demons and giants that sit on this consecrated spot
" be dispersed." He meditates the Gayatrl with the names
of the worlds, and sweetens the food with honey or sugar,

saying, " May winds blow sweet," &.c. He then distribute!!
the food among Brahmallas; and when they have eaten
and have acknowledged. that they are satisfied, he gives

them water to rince their mouths.
He now proceeds to offer the funeral cakes, consisting of

balls or lumps of food mixed with clarified butter. He
offers three to the paternal forefathers, as many to the

,maternal ancestors, and two to the ViStoedevas. The

prayers (" Ancestors! rejoice, take your respective shares,~
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&.c.) and the form of the oblation, have been already men
tioned. It is only necessary to add in this place, that he
wipes his hand with cu.fa grass in honour of remoter an
cestors, who thus become partakers of the oblations.

In the next place, he makes six libations of water from
the palms of his hands, with the salutation to the seasons:
" Salutation unto you, 0 fathers, and unto the saddening
It season," &c. By this prayer the manes of ancestors are
doubly saluted; for the Veda declares, " The six seasons

" are the progenitors of mankind."
A thread is placed on each funeral cake, to serve as

apparel for the manes, and each time the same words are
repeated, "Fathers! this apparel is offered unto you."
Flowers, perfumes, and similar things are added at plea
lure; but water must be sprinkled on each cake, with the
prayer, U Waters, ye are the food of our progenitors," &.c.

The performer of the srfuld'ha then takes up the middle
l'.ake and smells to it; or his wife eats it, if they be soli
citous for male offspring. In this case the following prayer
must be recited: " Grant, 0 progenitors, the Conception
" of a male child, [long lived and healthy, like] the lotos
H and garland [or twins, that sprung from .AswINtJ; so
H that, at this season, there may be a person [to fulfil the
" wishes of the Gods, of the manes, and of human beings]."
He then takes up the cakes successively, smells to them,
throws them into a vessel, and gives away the food to a
mendicant priest or to a cow, or else casts it into the waters.

He ihen dismisses the manes, saying, " Fathers, to
,41 whom food belongs, guard our food and the other

" things offered by us; venerable and immortal as ye are
" and conversant with holy troths. Quaff the sweet essence
"of it, be cheerful, and depart contented by the paths
"which Gods travel." Lastly, he walks round the spot

and leaves it, saying, " May the benefit of this oblation
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" lUX:rue to Qle repeatedly; may the GoddeN of the earth,
" and the Goddess of the sky, whose fonn is the universe,
" visit me [with present and future happiness], Father
" and mother! revisit me [when I again celebrate obse-.
"quiell]. S6l\lA, king of the mapes! visit me for the
" sake of [conferring] immortality."

A frfuld'ka is thus performed, with an oblation of three
funeral cakefl only to three male paternal ancestors, on
jiOme occasi~; or with BS many funeral oblations to three
maternal ancestors, on others. Sometimes sepamt.e OOla

tiona are also presented to the wives of the paternal BJlCeS

tQrs; at other times, similar offerings are likewise mad.
to the wives of thrQe matem.al anceliltors. Thus, at the
monthly 8TIuld'hal celebrated on the day of new moon,
,six funeral ca.ketl are offered to three paternal and at many
maternal male ancestors with their wives: on most other
occasions separate oblations are presented to the female
ancestors. At the obsequies celebrated in the first half ~
l,wina, on the. day entitled Mahalaya, funeral cakes are

separately offered to every deceased friend and near rela
tion: thus, immediately after the oblations to ancestors, a

cake is presented to a deceased wile, then to a son or
daughter, to a brother or sister, to an uncle or aunt, to a
father-in-law, to Ii preceptor, and lastly to a fnand. The
same is observed at the obsequies performed on the day of
QJl eclipse, or upon a pilgrimage to QJlY holy spot, and
especially to Gaya.

Formal obsequies are performed no less than ninetyP-Six
times in every year; namely, on the day of new moon,
and on the dates of the fourteen Menwantara8 and of four
Yugfulyas; that is, on the anniversaries of the accession of
fourteen MEN us and of the commencement of four ages:
also throughout the whole first fortnight of .A.swina, thence

caned pitT'tpacsha, and whenever the sun enters a new sign,
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and especially when he reaches the equinox or either sol·

.stice; and, in certain circumstances, when the moon aniVeIl

at Vyatipata, one of the twenty-seven y6gas or astrological

divisions of the zodiac. The eighth of PtlAl.8Aa, called

Aiadn, the eighth of Magka (when flesh meat should be

offered), and the ninth of the same month, together with

additional obsequies on some of these dates and on a f~w

others, complete the number abovementioned. Different

authorities do not, however, concur exactly in the number,
or in the particular days, when the fJrEuM'has should be Il()oo

lemnized•
Besides these formal obsequies a daily fJr6ild'ha is like

wise performed. It consists in dropping food into the handa

Qf a Br0A71Iafta after offering it to six ancestors by llllIDe,

with the usual preparatory vow and prayers, and with the

formality of placing three blades of grass as a seat for each

ancestor; but using a Ilingle pmyer only for the invocation
of the manes, and omitting the ceremony of welcoming
them with an argha. Libations of wa.ta- are also made in
honour of progenitors, as noticed in the fOrmer eesay 00

daily ablutions.

The obaequies for increase of prosperity, or as the same
term (VrUJdhi wtultrka) may signify, the obsequies ~

funned on an acce8llion of prosperity,· are celebrated p~

viously to the sacrifice of a victim and to the solemnization

of a marriage, or of any of the cecemomes which, according

to the notions of the Hindus, contribute to the regeneration

of a twice-bom man, that is, of a Brahmafuz, Cshatriya, or

.Yailga. This ",lJdd'ha is likewise perfonned at the com·

mencement and close of a solemn fast.

I t should be observed respecting the practice of giving
food to priests at aU- these obsequies, that Brahmaluu ge.

--------- - ---
• Sometimes named Nandi muc'ha, from a word which oc{'un in

the prayer peculiar to this irddd'IuI.
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neraJlygive it to oue or more of their own relations. A
stranger, unless indigent, would be very unwilling to accept
the food, or to attend at a srf.u1d'ha for the purpose of eat
ing it. The use of flesh-meat is positively enjoined to
Hindus at certain obsequies (see MENU, c. iii. v. 124), and
recommended at all (MENU, c. iii. v. 268, &c.); but the
precepts of their law-givers on the subject are by some
deemed obsolete in the present age, and are evaded by
others, who acknowledge the cogency of these laws. These
commonly make a vow to abstain from flesh-meat, and
consider that vow as more binding than the precepts here
alluded to. Others, again, not only eat meat at obsequies
and solemn sacrifices, but make it their common diet, in
direct breach of the institutes of their religion. (See
MENU, c. 5. v. 3], &c.)

Brahmanaa who maintain a perpetual fire, which all
who devote themselves to the priesthood ought to do, per
form the daily ceremonies of religion in their full detail.
Others, who are engaged in worldly pursuits, and even
some who follow the regular profession of the sacerdotal
tribe, abridge these rites. They comprise all the daily
sacraments in one ceremony, called VaiSwadb7a, which is
celebrated in the forenoon, and by some in the evening
likewise. I t consists in oblations to the Gods, to the
manes, and to the spirits, out of the food prepared· for the
daily meal; and in a gift of a part of it to guests.

, Sitting down on a clean spot of ground, the Brahma:ha
places a vessel Containing fire on his right hand" and hal
lows it by throwing away a lighted piece of cuBa grass,
saying, " I dismiss far away carnivorous fire," &c. He
then places it on the consecrated spot reciting the prayer
with which the household and sacrificial fires should be

lighted by the attrition of wood; " Fires! [this wood] is
" thy origin, which is attainable in all seasons; whence
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" being produced, thou dost shine. Knowing this, seize
" on it, and afterwards augment our wealth."

He then lays cu.Sa grass on the eastern side of the fire
with its tips pointed towards the north, reciting the first verse
of the Rl.gveda, with which also it is usual to commence
the daily lecture of that Veda: "I praise divine fire, prime
" vally consecrated, the efficient performer of a solemn
H ceremony, the chief agent of a sacrifice, the most liberal
It giver of gems."

He next spreads cuBa grass on the southern side of the
fire with its tips pointed towards the east, reciting the intro
duction of the Yajurveda, with which also a daily lecture
of the Yajush is always begun. 1." I gather thee for the
" sake of rain." [He breaks off a branch of a tree, or is
supposed to do so, with these words.] 2." I pluck thee
" for the sake of strength." [He pulls down the branch
he had broken.] 3." Ye are like unto air." [He touches
young calves with the branch he had plucked.] 4." May
" the hberal generator [of worlds] make you happily reach
66 this most excellent sacrament." [He is here supposed
to touch the milch cows with the same branch.]

He then spreads cuSa grass on the western side with the
tips pointed to the north, reciting the prayer which pre
cedes a lecture of the S4maveda: " Fire! approach to taste
" [my offering]i thou, who art praised for the gift of obla
"tions. Sit down on this grass, thou, who art the com
6( plete performer of the solemn sacrifice."

In like manner he spreads cuSa grass on the northern
side with the tips pointed to the east, reciting the prayer
which precedes a lecture of the At'harvan: "May divine
waters be auspicious to us," &c.

Exciting the fire and sprinkling water on it, he must
offer with his hands food smeared with clarified butter,
three several times saying, "Earth! Sky! Heaven!"
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He then makEis five similar oblations to the regent of fite ;

to the god of medicine; to the assembled deities; to the
lord of created beings; and, lastly, to the Creator of the
uniTerBe. Be concludes the sacrament of the Gods with
six oblations, reciting Ilix prayers. 1." Fire! thou dost
" expiate a Bin agaiDst the Gods [arising from any failure
" in divine worship]: may this oblation be efficacious."
2. "Thou dost expiite a sin against man [arising from a
" failure in hospitality." 3." Thou dost expiate a sin against
" the manes [from a faihIte in theperformance ofobsequies]."
" 4. " Thou does expiate a Bm against my own soul [aril!ing
" from any blammble act]." 5." Thou dost expiate fe

" peated sins." 6. U Thou doat expiate e'iery sin I have com

"mitted, whether wilfully or unintentionally: ltlay this
" olllation be efBcaciOtB."

He then worslUps fire, making an oblation to it with this
prayer: "Fire! &even are thy fuels; seven thy tongues;
" seven thy holy ~I; seven thy belovOO abodes; seveR

" ways do seven sacrificers worship thee. Thy 80llt"te5 are
"leYeD. Be content with this clarified batter. May this

" oblation be efficacious."·

• The commentator enumerates the seven tongues of fire, Pravahfl,
Avalta, Udvaha, Samvalta, Vivaha, Parivahfl, Nivalta, (or else Anu
Mho) j all of which imply the power of conveying oblations to" tll~
deitiel'~ wllOm otferi!lgit are made. The seveI1 holy sages 811& llUri
ficers are the H6tr~, Maitrti.varona, Brahmanach'handasf, Ach'hafJtW,
Puert, Neshtrt, and Agnid'hra; that is, the seven officiating priests at
very solemn sacrifices. They worship fire Ileven ways by the Agni
MtI'nAa and o1Il1.er S8l1riftees. Tile Ileve.. abodes are the nllmel of the
seven worlds: lIDd tire is called ED the Yida" saptachitic:a, which SOOllll

• to allude to seven consecrated hearths. In the sixteen verses calJ.E.d
Paurusha, which have been already quoted, the names of the seven
worlds, thrice repeated, are undfl'Stood to be meam by the thrice
IIeven fuels; ane} the seven OCil8Dil are the seven moats surrounding
the altar. Fire, like the sun itself, is supposed to emit seven rays:
this perhaps may account for the number seven being so often re
peated.
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About this time he extinguishes the Rac,1I6gAna, or
lamp lighted previously to the presenting of oblations to
the Gods and to the manes. It was lighted for the purpose
of repelling mI spirits, and is now extinguished with
this ten: "In solemn acts of religion, whatever fails

" through the negligence of th08e who perform the care
" many, may be perfected IJ()lely through meditation on

" VISHNU."
The B'fahnuJna should next offer the l'tsidue of the obla

tion to spirits, going round to the different placet! where
l!IUCh oblations ought to be made, sweeping each spot with
his hand, sprinkling water on it, and placing there lumps of
food. Nell' the spot where the vessel of water stands he
presents three such oblations, saying, " Salutation to rain ;
" to ..ter; to the earth." At both doors orbis house he
makefl otftringll to D'HATllY and VlD'HA.TRY, or BRAH

MA, the protector and creator. Towards the eight princi
pal points of the compass he places offeringt, severally ad
ding salutation to them and to the regents of them. In the
middle of the houlle he presents oblations, with salutation

to BItAHIlA, to the sky, and to the sun. Afterwards he
oiFers similar oblations to all the Gods; to all beings; ta
twilight; and to the lord of all beings. He than shifts the
acri&ial cord, and looking toward8 the south and dropping
0Il8 knee, he presents an· oblation to the manee of ancell"

tors, saying, " Salutation to progenitors: may tlnR ances
"tral food be acceptable." This ceremony is not ~
Btantly practised, though directed in some rituals;· but
the residue of the oblation to the God8 ntU.8t be left ort a
clean spot of ground as an oblation to all beings, intended,
however, for doga and crows in particular. It i8 presented
with the following prayer, which is taken from the Pu·
r.,: H May Gods, men, cattle, birds, demigods, beneTo

" lent genii, serpents, demons, departed spirits, bloodthirsty
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" savages, trees, and all who desire food given by me ;'. 2.
"May reptiles, insects, flies, and all hungry beings, or
" spirits concerned in this rite, obtain contentment from
"this food left for them by me, and may they become
"happy;" 3. "May they, who have neither mother, nor
" father, nor kinsman, nor food, nor means of obtaining
" it, be satisfied with that which is offered by·me on this
« .

spot for their contentment, and be cheerful." Or the
following prayer may be used: "To animals who night
" and day roam in search of food offered to the spirits, he
"who desires nourishment, should give something: may
" the lord of nourishment grant it unto me."

He concludes by performing a lustration similar to that
which has been already noticed, but much shorter. After
thus completing the other sacraments, the householder
should preseut food to his guests; that is, to any person
who claims his hospitality. When he has thus allotted out
of the food prepared for his own repast, one portion to the
Gods, a second to progenitors, a third to all beings, and a
fourth to his guests, he and his family may then, and not
before, consume the remaining portion of the food. When-,
ever a spiritual preceptor, a devotee or an officiating priest,
a bridegroom, or a particular friend, comes as a guest, he
is received with honours, which will be described among
the nuptial ceremonies. In the entertainment of other
guests no religious rites are performed; nor any prayers
recited.

The householder is enjoined to give daily alms; but no
particular time is prescribed for the distribution of them ;
he is simply directed to give food to religious mendicants
whenever they come to his door; but especially if they
come at the time when food is ready for his own meal. On
the authority of the Puranas, it is also a common p~c

tice to feed a cow before the householder breaks his own



OF TilE HINDVS. 193

tqt... He either presents grass, water, and com to her with
this text, " Daughter of SUR AB R i, framed of five elements,
" auspicious, pure, holy, sprung from the sun, accept this
" food given by me; salutation unto thee :" or else he con
ducts the kine to grass, saying, "May cows, who are
" mothers of the three worlds and daughters of SURABHi,
" and who are beneficent, pure, and holy, accept the food
". bgIven y me."

Some Brahmanas do still further abridge the compen
dious ceremony called VaiSwadeva. They offer perfumes
and flowers to fire; and make five oblations, out of the food

prepared for their own use, to BRAHMA, to the lord of
created beings, to the household fire, to CASvAPA, and to
AN U MAT I, dropping each oblation on fire, or on water, or
on the gl"Ouud, with the usual addition, "May this oblation
" be efficacious." They then make offerings to all beings,
by placing a few lumps of food at the door, or on a
quadrangular spot near the fire, with a salutation to DH.&.
TRY, &c., and they immediately proceed to their own repast.

Here too, as in every other matter relating to private

• The adoration of a cow is not uncommon. This worship consists
in presenting flowers to her, washing her feet, &c. It is entirely dif·
ferent from the practice bere noticed. Both seem to be founded on
the superstitious notion, that the favour of SURABHI (tbe boon-grant
ing cow) may be gained by showing kindness to her offsprin/{. The
atory of VASISHf'HA'S cow, NANDINI, attendt'd by the king DILIPA

for the sake of obtaining a boon through her means, is a pretty fable
grounded on tbis notion. It is beautifully told by GhIDAU in the
Raghuvansa. I cannot refrain from mentioning another fable of a cow
named BAHULA, whose expostulations with a tiger, pleading to him to
spare her life, form the only admired passage in the Itihasas, or col
lection of stories supposed to be related by BHbIASENA, while he lay
at the point of death wounded with innumerable arrows. The fourth
day of ASUJina is sacred to th-is cow, and named from her Bakula
chaturl'hl. Images of her and of her calf are worshipped; and the
extract from the Itihilsas is cn that day read with great solemnity.

VOL. I. o
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morals, the Hindu legislators and the authors of the
Puranas have heaped together a multitude of precepts,
mostly trivial, and not unfrequentlyabsurd. Some of them
relate to diet; they prohibit many sorts of food altogether,
Rnd forbid the constant use of others: some regard the ac
ceptance of food, which must on no account be received
if it be given with one hand, nor without a leaf or dish;
some again prescribe the hour at which the two daily meals
which are allowed, should be eaten (namely, in the forenoon
and in the evening); others enumerate the places (a boat
for example) where a Hindu must not eat, and specify the
persons (his sons and the inmates of his house) with whom
he should eat, and those (his wife for instance) with whom
he should not. The lawgivers have been no less particular
in directing the posture in which the Hindu must sit; the
quarter towards which he ought to look, and the precau
tions he should take to insulate himself, as it were, during
his meal, lest he be contaminated by the touch of some UD

detected sinner, who may be present. To explain even in a
cursory manner the objects of all these, would be tedious;
but the mode in which a Hindu takes his repast, cou
formably with such injunctions as are most cogent, may he
briefly stated, and with this I shall close the present essay,

After washing his hands and feet, and sipping water
without swallowing it, he sits down on a stool or cushion
(but not on a couch nor on a bed) before his plate,
which must be placed on a clean spot of ground that has
been wiped and smoothed in a quadrangular form, if he be
~ B1'a!l1nana; a triangular one, if he be a Cshatriya; cir
cular, if he be a VaiSya; and in the shape of a crescent, if
he belong to the fourth tribe. When the food is first brought
in, he is required to bow to it, raising both hands in the
form of humble salutation to his forehead; and he should
add, " May this be always ours:" that is, may food never
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be deficient. When he has sitten down, he should lift thE'
plate with his left hand and bless the food, saying, "Thou
" art invigorating." He sets it down, naming the three
worlds. Or if the food be handed to him, he says, " May
" heaven give thee," and then accepts it with these words,
" The earth accepts thee." Before he begins eating, he
must move his hand round the plate, to insulate it, or
his own person rather, from tbe rest of the company.
He next offers five lumps of food to YAMA by five dif~

ferent titles; he sips and swallows water; he makes
five oblations to breath by five distinct names, Prfdta,
Vyana, Apana, Samana, and Udana; and lastly, he wets
both eyes. He then eats his repast in silence, lifting the
food with all the fingers of his right hand, and afterwards
again sips water, saying, "Ambrosial fluid! thou art the
"couch of VISHNU and of food."

o 2
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NOTES.

(A.)
That Hindus belong to various sects is universally known;

but their characteristic differences are not perhaps so gene
rally understood. Five great sects exclusively worship a single
deity; one recognises the five divinities which are adored
by the other sects respectively, but the followers of this
comprehensive scheme mostly select one object of daily
devotion, and pay adoration to other deities on particular
occasions only. Even they deny the charge of polytheism,
nnd repel the imputation of idolatry; they justify the practice
of adoring the images of celestial spirits, by arguments
similar to those which have been elsewhere employed in
defence of angel and image worship. If the doctrines of the
Veda, and even those of the PurMuLS, be closely examined,
the Hindu theology will be found consistent with mono
theism, though it contain the seeds of polytheism and idola
try. I shall take some future occasion of enlarging on this
topic: I have here only to remark, that modem Hindus
seem to misunderstand the numerous texts, which declare
the unity of the godhead, and the identity of VISHNU,

Ell vA, the Sun, &c. Their theologists have entered into
vain disputes on the question, which among the attributes
of God shall be deemed characteristic and pre-eminent.
SANCARA ACHARY A, the celebrated commentator on the
Veda, contended for the attributes of SIVA, and founded
or confirmed the sect of Saivas, who worship MAHA DEvA

as the supreme being, and deny the independent existence
of VISHNU and other deities. MAD'HAVA ACHARYA and
VALLABHA ACHARYA have in like manner established
the sect of Vaishnavas, who adore VISHNU as God. The
&uras (less numerous than the two sects abovementioned)
worship the Sun, and acknowledge no other divinity. The
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GlJlwpat!Jas adore GANESA, as uniting in his person all '.
the attributes of the deity.

Before I notice the fifth sect, I must remind the reader
that the Hindu mythology has personified the abstract and
active powers· of the divinity, and has ascribed sexes to
these mythological personages. The &cti, or energy of
an attribute of God, is female, and is fabled as the consort
of that personified attribute. The Sacti of ~hvA, whose
emblem is the phallus, is herself typified by the female
organ. This the Sactas worship; some figuratively, others
literally.

V6PADEvA, the real author of the Sr~ Bhltgavata, has
endeavoured to reconcile all the sects of Hindus by reviving
the doctrines of VyASA. He recognllies all the deities, but
as subordinate to the supreme being, or rather as attributes
or manifestations of God. A new sect has been thus
formed, and is denominated from that modem Purana.
But the numerous followers of it do not seem to have well
apprehended the doctrines they profess: they incline much
to real polytheism, but do at least reject the derogatory no
tions of the divinity, which the other sects seem to have
adopted.

The VaisMavas, though noDiinally worshippers of VISH

NU, are in fact votaries of deified heroes. The G6culalt'hlU
(one branch of this sect) adore CRISHNA, while the Rama
uj worship RAMAcHANDRA. Both have again branched
into three sects. One consists of the exclusive worshippers
of CRIsHN A, and these only are deemed true and orthodox
Vaishnavas; another joins his favourite RAD'HA with the
hero. A third, called Rad'haballabM, adores RAD'HA
only, considering her as the active power of V IS H Nu. The
followers of these last-mentioned sects have adopted the
singular practice of presenting to their own wives the obla
tions intended for the goddess; and those among them who
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follow the left-handed path (there is in most sects a right
handed or decent path, and a left-handed or indecent mode
of worship), require their wives to be naked when attending
them at their devotions.

Amongthe Ramanuj, some worship RAMA only; others
SiTA; and others both RAMA and Std.. None of them
practise any indecent mode of worship; and they all, like
the G6eulast'has, as well as the followers of the Bhagavata,
delineate on their foreheads a double upright line with chalk
or with sandal wood, and a red circlet with red sanders, or
with turmeric and lime ; but the Ramanuj add an upright
red line in the middle of the double white one.

The Saivas are all worshippers of SIVA and BHAVANJ

conjointly, and they adore the linga or compound type of
this god and goddess, as the V AISHN AV AS do the image
of LAcsHMt-NARAYANA. There are no exclusive worship
pers of SIV A besides the sect ofnaked gymnosophists called
Lingts; and the exclusive adorers of the goddess are the
Saetas. In this last-mentioned sect, as in most others, there
is a right-handed and decent path, and a left-handed and
indecent mode of 'Worship: but the indecent worship of
this sect is most grossly so, and consists of unbridled de
bauchery with wine and women. This profligate sect is
supposed to be numerous though unavowed.· In most
parts of India, if not in all, they are held in deserved detes
tation; and even the decent 8aetas do not make public prO-:'
fession of their tenets, nor wear on their foreheads the mark
ofthe sect, lest they should be suspected of belOllging to the
other branch of it. The sacrifice of cattle before idols is
peculiar to this sect.

The Saivas and 8aetas delineate on their foreheads three
horizontal lines with ashes obtained, if possible, from the

• Tlll'Y arc 81'ow('d in some prol'inccs.
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hearth on which a consecrated fire is perpetually maintained;
they add a red circlet, which the Saivas make with red
sanders, and which the 8actas, when they avow themselves,
mark either with saffron or with turmeric and borax.

The Sauras are true worshippers of the sun; some
of them, it seems, adore the dormant and active energies
of the planet conjointly. This sect, which is not very
numerous, is distinguished by the use of red sanders for the
horizontal triple line, as well as for the circlet on their fore- ...
heads.

The G6:ltapatyas have branched into two sect.. ; the
one worships SUDD'HA GANAPATI, the other UeHeH'HI

sHfA GANAPATI. The followers of the latter sect pro
nounce their prayers with their mouths full of victuals
(whence the denomination of the deity worshipped by them).
The Ganapatyas are distinguished by the use of red
minium for the circlet on their foreheads. The family of
Brahmanas, residing at Chinchwer near Puna, and en
joying the privilege of an hereditary incarnation of GAN ESA
from father to son, probably belongs to this sect. We may
hope for more information on this curious instance of priest
craft and credulity, from the inquiries made on the spot by
the gentlemen of the embassy from Bombay, who lately
visited that place.

Befure I conclude this note (concerning which it should
be remarked, that the information here collected rests
chiefly on the authority of verbal communications), I must
add, that the left-handed path or indecent worship of the
several sects, especially that ofthe 8actas, is founded on the
Tantras, which are, for this reason, held in disesteem. I
was misinformed when I described them as constituting a
branch of literature highly esteemed though much neglected.
(As. Res. vol. v. p. 54.) The reverse would have been more
exact.
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(B.)

This prayer, when used upon other occasions, is thus
varied, "Salutation unto you, 0 fathers, and unto the soo
" dening season," &c. The six seasons, in the order in
which they are here named, are the hot, dewy, rainy,
flowery, frosty, and sultry seasons. One is indicated in this
passage by the name of the month with which it begins;

,.and a text of the Veda, alluded to by the late Sir WILLIAM

JONES, in his observations on the lunar year of the Hindus
(As. Res. vol. iii, p. 258), specifies Tapas and Tapasya,
the lunar (not the solar) Magha and P'halguna, as cor
responding with SiSira; that is, with the dewy season. The
text in question shall be subjoined to this note, because it
may serve to prove that the Veda, from which it is extracted
(APASTHIBA'S copy of the Yajurveda usually denominated
the white Yajush), cannot be much older than the observa
tion of the colures recorded by PARAS AR A (see As. Res.
vol. ii, p. 268, and 393), which must have been made nearly
1391 years before the ChIistian era (As. Res. vol. v, p. 288).
According to the Veda, the lunar Mad'hu and MfuI'kava,
or Chaitra and VaiSac'ha, correspond with Vasanta or the
spring. Now the lunar Chaitra, here meant, is the pri
mary lunar month, beginning from the conjunction which
precedes full moon in or near Chitra, and ending with the
conjunction which follows it. VaiSac'ha does in like man

ner extend from the conjunction which precedes full moon
in or near ViSflC'hft to that which follows it. The five
nacshatras, Rasta, Cititra, Su:ati, ViRac'hft and Anur6d'liIs,
comprise all the asterisms in which the full moons of Chaitra
Rnd VaiSac'ha can happen; anu these lunar months may
therefore fluctuate between the first degree of llttara P'ltal
guni and the last of Jyesht'hft. Consequently the season
of Vasanta might begin at soonest when the sun was in the
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middle of Purva Bhadrapada, or it might end at latest
when the sun was in the middle of MrigaSiras. It appears,
then, that the limits of Vasanta are Pisces and Taurus;
that is Mina and Vr'lsha. (This corresponds with a text
which I shall forthwith quote from a very ancient Hindu
author.) Now if the place of the equinox did then cor
respond with the position assigned by P ARASA RA to the
colures, Vasanta might end at the soonest seven or eight
days after the equinox, or at latest thirty-eight or thirty-nine
days; and on a medium (that is when the full moon hap
pened in the middle of Chitra), twenty-two or twenty-three
days after the vernal equinox. This agrees exactly with
the real course of the seasons; for the rains do generally
begin a week before the summer solstice, but their com
mencement does vary, in different years, about a fortnight
on either side of that period. It seems therefore a probable
inference, that such was the position of the equinox when
the calendar of months and seasons was adjusted as de
scribed in this passage of the Veda. Hence I infer the pro
bability, that the Vedas were not arranged in their present
form earlier than the fourteenth century before the Chris
tian era. This, it must be acknowledged, is vague and con
jectural; but, if the Vedas were compiled in India so early
as the commencement of the astronomical Cali !Juga, the
seasons must have then corresponded with other months;
and the passage of the Veda, which shall be forthwith cited,
must have disagreed with the natural course of the seasons
at the very time it was written.

I shall now quote the passage so often alluded to in this
note. <J Mad'hus eha MadhavaS eha Vasanticav ritu;
" S' , h S' h" h ' h' ", 7\T bh' Iueras c a ue ts c a gralS mav rztu; .H a as ella
"NabhasyaS eha varshieav rttu; Ishas eh6jaS eha
',,, d' ", S l.' l. S l. ' h h' . ,sara av rztu; aftas efta aftasyas c a azmantzeav
'I ", ". , l. '" ' l. ' .,., ",,' llT J'l.rltu; L apas efta I. apasyas efta saznrav rltu. .LUaU ftU
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'and Mad'hava are the two portions of the season Va
, .anta (or the spring); Sucra and Suchi, of gr~shma (or
, the hot season); Nabhaa and Nabhasya, of varsha (or
, the rainy season); Ijas and Ujaa, of sarada (or the sultry
, season); and Saw and Saluuya, of Mma1tta (or the
, frosty season); and Tapa. and Tapaaya, of siSira (or
, the dewy MeaSOn).'

All authors agree that Mad'hu signifies the month of
Chaitra; MfuI'hava the month of Vai8ac'ha, aod so forth.
These names are so explained in dictionaries and by astro
nomical writers, as well as by the commentators on this and
other passages, where these names of the months are em
ployed. The author now befOre me (DIVACARA BHATIA)

expressly says, that this text of the Veda relates to the order
of the seasons according to the lunar months. He proves
it by quoting a text of the Taittir~!la Yajurveda, and after
wards cites the following passage from BAU D RAYA N A

I'especting the seasons measured by solar-sidereal time,
"Mf,na-Meshayfn Mesha- Vrzshabhay6r 't'tL vasamah,"
&.c. " Vasanta corresponds with .M~:1UJ, and Mesna, or with
" Mesha and Vruna," &c. It should be observed, that
the secondary lunar month, which begins and ends WIth full
moon, cannot be here meant; because this mode of reckon
ing has never been universal, and the use of it is limited to
countries situated to the northward of the Vind'hya range of
hills, as I learn from the following passage of the Tricanda
mandana: "The lunar month also is of two sorts, commen(}
" ing either with the light fortnight or with the dark one.
" Some do not admit the month which begins with the dark
" fortnight; and even by them who do, it is not admitted
" on the south of the Vi7U1'kya mountaill6."



VI.

On the RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES of the HINDUS, and of
the BRAHN:~NS especially.

ESSAY III.

[From the Asiatic Researches, vol. vii. p. 288-311, Calcutta,
1801. 410.]

Hospitality has been already mentioned in the preceding
Essay, as one of the five great sacraments which constitute
the daily duty of a Hindu. The formal reception of such
guests as are entitled to peculiar honour was reserved for
the subject of the present tract. The religious rites, inter
mixed with acts of courtesy, which are practised by way of
formal hospitality, are nearly the same, whether it be high
rank, a venerable profession, or cordial fiiendship, which
entitles the guest to be welcomed with distinction. They
chiefly consist in presenting to him a stool to sit on, water
for ablutions, and honey mixed with other food for refresh
ment. It seems to have been anciently the Cllstom to slay
a cow on this occasion; and a guest was therefore called
g6ghna, or cow-killer. Imperfect traces of this custom
remain in the hospitable ceremonies which I shall now
describe from the ritual of BrOJ"manas who use the SfuM,

veda. As the marriage ceremony opens with the solemn
reception of the bridegroom by the father of the bride, this
part of the nuptial solemnity may be fitly chosen as an

example of hospitable rites. It win furnish occasion too,
for proceeding to describe the whole of the marriage ce
remony.



204 ON THE RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES

Having previously performed the obsequies of ancestors,
as is usual upon any accession of good fortune, the father
of the bride sits down to await the bridegroom's arrival, in
the apartment prepared for the purpose; and at the time
chosen for it, according to the rules of astrology. The
jewels and other presents intended for him are placed there ;
a cow is tied on the northern side of the apartment; and a
stool or cushion, and other furniture for the reception of
the guest, are arranged in order. On his approach, the
bride's father rises to welcome him, and recites the follow
ing prayer, while the bridegroom stands before him: "May
" she [who supplies oblations for] religious worship, who
" constantly follows her calf, and who was the milch cow
" when YAMA was [the votary], abound with milk, and
" fulfil our wishes, year after year."

This prayer is seemingly intended for the consecration of
the cow, which is let loose in a subsequent stage of the
ceremony, instead of slaying her, as appears to have been
anciently the custom. The commentator, whose gloss has
been followed in this version of the text, introduces it by
the remark, that a guest entitled to honourable reception
is a spiritual preceptor, a priest, an ascetic, a prince, a
bridegroom, a friend, or in short anyone, to welcome
whose arrival a cow must be tied for the purpose of slaying
her, whence a guest is denominated g6ghna, or cow-killer.
The prayer seems to contain an allusion, which I cannot
better explain than by quoting a passage from CALIDASA'S
poem entitled RagltUvansa, where VASISHt'HA informs
the king DJLIPA that the cow SURABHI, who was offended
by his neglect, cannot be now appeased by courtesy shown
to herself, because she remains in a place inaccessible to
him: "PRACHETAS is performing a tedious sacrifice; to sup
'~ ply the oblations of which, SURABHI now abides in the in
" fernal region, whose gates are guarded by huge serpents."
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After the prayer above-mentioned has been meditated,
the bridegroom sits down on a stool or cushion, which is
presented to him. He fh-st recites a text of the YajuTveda:
" I step on this for the sake of food and other benefits, on
"this variously splendid footstool." The bride's father
presents to him a cushion made of twenty leaves of cusa
grass, holding it up with both hands, and exclaiming,
"The cushion! the cushion! the cushion!" The bride
groom replies, " I accept the cushion," and, taking it,
places it on the ground under his feet, while he recites the
following prayer: " May those plants over which S6MA

" presides, and which are variously dispersed on the earth,
"incessantly grant me happiness while this cushion is
"placed under my feet." Another is presented. to him,
which he accepts in the same manner, saying, " May those
" numerous plants over which S6MA presides, and which
" are salutary a hundred different ways, incessantly grant
" me happiness while I sit on this cushion." Instead of
these prayers, which are peculiar to the BrahmaMs that
use the Samaveda, the following text is commonly recited:
" I obscure my rivals, as the sun does other luminaries; I
" tread on this, as the type of him who injures me."

The bride's father next offers a vessel of water, thrice ex
claiming, " Water for ablutions!" The bridegroom declares
his acceptance of it, and looks into the vessel, saying,
~, Generous water! I view thee; return in the form of fer
" tilizing rain from him, from whom thou dost proceed:"
that is, from the sun; for it is acknowledged, says the
commentator, that rain proceeds from vapours raised by
the heat of the sun. The bridegroom takes up water in
the palms of both hands joined together, and throws it on
his left foot, saying, "I wash my left foot, and fix prospe
"rity in this realm:" he also throws water on his other
foot, saying, " I wash my right foot, and introduce pros-
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U perity into this realm :" and he then throws water on
both feet, saying, U I wash first one and then the other,
U and lastly both feet, that the realm may thrive and in
U trepidity be gained." The following is the text of the

Yajush, which is generally used instead of the preceding
prayers: "Thou dost afford various elegance; I accept
" thee, who dost 80: afford it for the ablution of my feet."

An arglt!Ja (that is, water, rice, and durva grass, in a
conch, or in a vessel shaped like one, or rather like a boat)
is next presented to the bridegroom in a similar manner,
and accepted by him with equal formality. He pours the
water on his own head, saying, "Thou art the splendour
" of food ; through thee may I become glorious." This
prayer is taken from the Yajuslt; but the followers of that
Veda use different texts, accepting 'the argh!Ja with this
prayer, U Ye are waters (ap); through you may I obtain
" (ap) all my wishes:" and pouring out the water with this
text, U I dismiss you to the ocean; return to your source,
U harmless unto me, most excellent waters! but my beve
U rage is not poured forth."

A vessel of water is then offered by the bride's father,
who thrice exclaimll, " Take water to be sipped:" the
bridegroom accepts it, saying, " Thou art glorious, grant
"me glory;" or else, " Conduct me to glory, endue me
" with splendourl render me dear to all people, make me
" owner of cattle, and preserve me unhurt in all my limbs."

The bride's father fills a vessel with honey, curds, and
clarified butter; he covers it with another vessel, and pre
sents it to the bridegroom, exclaiming three times, "Take
" the mad'ltUparca." The bridegroom accepts it, places it
on the ground, and looks into it, saying, " Thou art glo
U rious; may I become so." He tastes the food three times,

saying, "Thou art the sustenance of the glorious; thou art
U the nourishment of the splendid: thou art the food of the
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" fortunate; grant me prosperity." He then silently eats
until he be satisfied.

Although these texts be taken from the Yajusk, yet
other prayers from the same Veda are ueed by the sects
which follow it. While looking into the vessel, the bride
groom says, " I view thee with the eye of the sun [who
" draws unto himself what he contemplates]." On accept
ing the mad'kuparca the bridegroom eays, " I take thee
" with the assent of the generous sun; with the arms' of
" both SODS of Aawinf; with the hands of the cherishing
"luminary." He mixes it, saying, " May I mix thee, 0
" venerable present! and remove whatever might be hurt
" ful in the eating of thee." He tastes it three times, say
ing, " May I eat that sweet, best, and nourishing form of
" honey; which is the sweet, best, and nourishing form of
" honey; and may I thus become excellent, sweet-tem
" pered, and well nourished by food." After eating until
he be eatisfied, and after sipping water, he touches his
mouth and other parts of his body with his hand, saying,
" May there be speech in my mouth, breath in my nostrils,
" sight in my eye-balls, 'hearing in my ears, strength in my
" arms, firmness in my thighs; may my limbs and mem
" bers remain unhurt together with my soul."

Presents suitable to the rank of the parties are then pre
sented to the guest. At the marriage ceremony, too, the
bride is formally given by her father to the bridegroom, in
this stage of the solemnity according to some rituals, but
later according to others. The hospitable rites are then
concluded by letting loose the cow at the intercession of
the guest. A barber who attends for that purpose, ex
claims, "The cow! the cow!" Upon which the guest pro
nounces this text: "Release the cow from the fetterg of
"VARUNA. May she subdue my foe: may she destroy
" the enemies of both him (the host) [and me]. Dismiss
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" the cow, that she may eat grass and drink water." When
the cow has been released the guest thus addresses her:
" I have earnestly entreated this prudent person [or, ac
" cording to another interpretation of the text, each do
" cile person], saying, kill not the innocent harmless cow,
"who is mother of RUDRAS, daughter of VASUS, sister
" f' . Yio ADITY AS, and the source of ambrOSIa." In the a-
jurveda the following prayer is added to this text: "May
" she expiate my sins and his (nanling the host). Re
" lease her that she may graze." It is evident that the
guest's intercessions imply a practice, become obsolete,
of slaying a cow for the purposes of hospitality.

While the bridegroom is welcomed with these ceremo
nies, or more properly before his arrival, the bride bathes
during the recital of the following texts. Three vessels of
water are severally poured on her head, with three different
prayers. 1." Love! I know thy name. Thou art called
" an intoxicating beverage. Bring [the bridegroom] hap
"pily. For thee was framed the inebriating draught.
" Fire! thy best origin is here. Through devotion wert
"thou created. May this oblation be efficacious." 2.
" Damsel! I anoint this thy generative organ with honey,
" because it is the second mouth of the Creator: by that
"thou subduest all males, though unsubdued; by that
" thou art lively, and dost hold dominion. May this obla
" tion be efficacious." 3." May the primeval ruling sages,
" who framed the female organ, as a fire that consumeth
". flesh, and thereby framed a procreating juice, grant the
" prolific power, that proceeds from the three-homed [bull]
" and from the sun. May this oblation be efficacious."
To elucidate the first of these texts the commentator cites
the following passage: "The sage VASISHf'HA, the re
" gent of the moon,. the ruler of heaven, the. preceptor of
" the Gods, and the great forefather of all bemgs, however
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" old in t~e practice of devotion and old by the progress of
" age, were deluded by women. Liquors distilled from
" sugar, from grain, and from the blossoms of Bassia, are
" three sorts of intoxicating drinks: the fourth is woman,
" by whom this world is deluded. One who contemplates
" a beautiful woman becomes intoxicated, and so does he

" who quaffs an inebriating beverage: woman is called an
" inebriating draught, because she intoxicates by her looks."
To explain the second text, the same author quotes a pas
sage of the Veda, intimating that BRAHMA has two mouths;
one containing all holiness, the other allotted for the produc
tion of all beings: 'for they are created from his mouth.'

After the bridegroom has tasted the Mad:huparca pre-;
sented to him, as abovementioned, the bride's right hand
is placed on his, both having been previously rubbed with
turmeric or some other auspicious dl1lg. A matron must
bind both hands with cusa grass amidst the sound of cheer
ful music. To this part of the ceremony the author of the
poem entitled Naishadh~ya has very prettily alluded, in de-;
scribing the marriage of NALA and DAMAYANTi (b. xvi.
v. 13 &. 14.) 'As he tasted the Mad:kuparca, which was
, presented to him, those spectators who had foresight re-;
e fleeted, " He has begun the ceremonies of an auspicious
e " day, 'because he will quaff the honey of BHAIMi's lip.
e " The bridegroom's hand exults in the slaughter of foes;
e " the bride's hand has purloined its beauty from the lotos;
, " it is for that reason probably that, in this well-governed
e " realm of Viderbka, both [guilty] hands are fast bound
, " with strong clI,sa.' "

The bride's father, bidding the attendant priests begin
their acclamations, such as "happy day! auspicious be it !
"prosperity attend! blessings!" &'c., takes a vessel of

water containing iila· and cusat grass, and pours it on

• &samum Jndicum.

VOL. I. p

t Poa cynosu?,oides•
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the hands of the bride and bridegroom, after uttering the
words, u 0'm tat Bat I" "God the existent!" and after

repeating at full length the names and designations of the
bridegroom, of the bride, and of himself; and then solemnly
deelaring, "I give unto thee this damsel adorned with
"jewels and protected by the lord of creatures." The
bridegroom replies, "Well be it!" The bride's father
afterwards gives him a piece of gold, saying, U I this day
U give thee this gold, as a fee for the purpose of completing
"the solemn donation made by me." The bridegroom
again says, U Well be it!" and then recites this text:
" Who gave her? to whom did he give her? Love (or free
U consent) gave her. To love he gave her. Love was the
H giver. Love was the taker. Love! may this be thine!
H With love may I enjoy her 1" The close of the text is
thus varied in the S/uRaveda: U Love has pervaded the
U ocean. With love I accept her. Love! may this be
"thine." In the common rituals another prayer is di
rected to be likewise recited immediately after thus for
mally accepting the bride: "May the ethereal element
H give thee. May earth accept thee."

Being thus affianced, the bride and bridegroom then
walk forth, while he thus addresses her: " May the re
" gents of space, may air, the sun, and fire, dispel that
" anxiety which thou feelest in thy mind, and tum thy
U heart to me." He proceeds thus, while they look at
each other: U Be gentle in thy aspect and loyal to thy
" husband; be fortunate in cattle, amiable in thy mind,
H and beautiful in thy person; be mother of valiant sons;
" be fond of delights; be cheerful, and bring prosperity
U to our bipeds and quadrupeds. First [in a former birth]
U S6MA received thee; the sun next obtained thee; [in
U successive transmigrations] the regent of fire was thy
"third husband: thy fourth is a human being. S6MA
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" gave her to the sun; the sun gave her to the regent of
" fire; fire gave her to me; with her he has given me
" wealth and male offspring. May she, a most auspicious
" cause of prosperity, never desert me," &c.·

It should seem that, according to these rituals, the
bridegroom gives a waistcloth and mantle to the bride
before he is affianced to her; and the ceremony of tying
the skirts of their mantles precedes that of her father's
solemnly bestowing her on the bridegroom. But the ritual
of the Samaved, priests makes the gift of the damsel pre
cede the tying of the knot; and, inconsistently enough,
directs the mantles to be tied before the bridegroom has
clothed the bride. After the donation has bt'en accepted
as abovementioned, the bride's father should tie a knot in
the bridegroom's mantle over the presents given with the
bride, while the affianced pair are looking at each other.
The cow is then released in the manner before described;
a libation of water is made; and the bride's father medi
tates the Gayatn, and ties a knot with the skirts of the
bride's and bridegroom's mantles, after saying, "Ye must
" be inseparably united in matters of duty, wealth, and
" love." The bridegroom afterwards clothes the bride with
the following ceremonies.

He goes to the principal apartment of the house, pre
pares a sacrificial fire in the usual mode, and hallows the
implements of sacrifice. A friend of the bridegroom walks
round the fire, bearing a jar of water, and stops on the
south side of it: another does the same, and places himself
on the right hand of the first. The bridegroom then casts

• I omit the remainder of the text, which it would be indecorous
to translate into a modem language. The literal sense of it is here
subjoined in a Latin version: " Ilia redamans accipito fascinum meum,
quod ego peramans intromittam in eam, multlll! qu& illecebrlll! si
Btunt."

p 2
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four double handfuls of rice, mixed' with leaves of 8am~,•
into a fiat basket: near it he places a stone and mulla..;
after formally touching them, and then entering the houl!e,
he causes the bride to be clothed with a new waistcloth and'
scarf, while' he recites the subjoined prayers: " May thOl!e
" generous women who spun and wound the thread, and
U who wove the warp and weft of this cloth, generously
U clothe thee to old age: long-lived woman! put on this
"raiment." "Clothe her: invest her with apparel: pro
U long her life to great age. Mayest thou live a hundred
U years. As long as thou livest, amiable woman! revere
U [that is, carefully preserve] beauty and wealth." The
first of these prayel1l is nearly the same with that which is
used by the followers of the Yajush, when the scarf is put
on the bride's shoulder. It is preceded by a different one,
which is recited while the waistcloth is wrapped round her:
" Mayest thou reach old age. Put on this raiment. Be
" lovely: be chaste. Live a hundred yeal1l. Invite [that
U is, preserve and obtain] beauty, wealth, and male off
U spring. Damsel! put on this apparel." Afterwards the

following prayer is recited: " May the assembled gods
"unite our hearts. May the waters unite them. May
" air unite us. May the creator unite us. May the god
" of love unite us."

But, acc<?rding to the followers of the So:maveda, the
bridegroom, immediately after the scarf has been placed on
the bride's shoulder, conducts her towards the sacrificial
fire, saying, "S6MA [the regent of the moon] gave her to the
" SUD:t the SUD gave her to the regent of fire: fire has
~' given her to me, and with her, wealth and male offspring."
The bride then goes to the western side of the fire and

• Adenanthera aeuleata.
t GUNAVISHNU here explains Gandharba by the word Aditya, which

may signify the sun, or a deity in general.
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recites the following prayer, while she steps on a mat made
of VimM grass'" and c.Qvered with silk: "May our lord
" assign me the path by which I may reach the abode of
" my lord." She sits down on the edge orthe mat; and the
bridegroom offers six oblations of clarified butter, reciting
the following prayers, while. the bride touches his shoulder.
with her right hand. 1." May fire come, first among the
" gods; may it rescue her offspring from the fetters of
" death; may VARUN A, king [of waters], grant that this
"woman should never bemoan a calamity befalling her
"children." 2." May the domestic perpetual fire guard
" her; may it render her progeny long-lived; may she
"never be widowed; may she be mother of surviving
" children; may she experience the joy of having male
"offspring." 3." May heaven protect thy back; may ail',
" and the two sons of ASWINi, protect thy thighs; may the
" SUIl protect thy children.while sucking thy breast; and
"VRIHASPATI protect them until they wear clothes; and
1/ afterwards may the assembled gods protect them." 4.
" May no lamentation arise at night in thy abode; may
" crying women enter other houses than thine; mayest thou
"never admit sorrow to thy breast; mayest thou pros
"per in thy husband's house, blest with his survival;
" and viewing cheerful children."5. "I lift barrenness,
" the death ofchildren, sin, and every other evil, as I would
" lift a chaplet off thy head; and I consign the fetters [of
" premature death] to thy foes." 6." May death depart
"from me, and immortality come; may [YAMA] the child
" of the sun, render me fearless. Death! follow a different
" path from that by which we proceed, and from that which
" the gods travel. To thee who seest and who hearest, I
" call, saying, hurt not our offspring, nor our progenitors.

• Andropogou aromatieum or muricatum.
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" And may this oblation be efficacious." The bridegroom
then presents oblations, naming the three worlds, separately
and conjointly, and offers either four or five oblations to fire
and to the moon. The bride and bridegroom then rise up,
and he passes from her left side to her right, and makes her
join her hands in a hollow form.

The rice,· which had been put into a basket,' is then
taken up, and the stone is placed before the bride, who
treads upon it with the point of her right foot, while the
bridegroom recites this prayer: "Ascend this stone; be
Ol firm like this stone; distress my foe, and be not sub
Ol servient to my enemies." The bridegroom then pours a
ladleful of clarified butter on her hands; another person
gives her the rice, and two other ladlefuls of butter are
poured over it. She then separates her hands, and lets fall
the rice on the fire, while the following text is recited:
Ol This woman, casting the rice into the fire, says, May my
Ol lord be long lived, may we live a hundred years, and
" may all my kinsmen prosper: be this oblation efficacious."
Afterwards the bridegroom walks round the fire, preceded
by the bride, and reciting this text: "The girl goes from
" her parents to her husband's abode, having strictly ob
" served abstinence [for three days from factitious salt; &.c.]
" Damsel! by means of thee we repress foes, like a stream
" of water," The bride again treads on the stone and
makes another oblation of rice, while the subjoined prayer
is recited : ." The damsel has worshipped the generoul'l sun
Ol and the regent of fire; may he and the generous sun
U liberate her and me from this [family]; be this oblation
U efficacious," They afterwards walk round the fire as be
fore. Four or five other oblations are made with the same

• From this use of raw rice at the nuptial ceremony, arises the
custom of presenting rice, tinged with turmeric, by way of invitation
to guests whose company is requested at a wedding.
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ceremonies and prayers, varying only the title of the sun,
who is here called PUshan, but was entitled Aryaman in
the preceding prayer. The bridegroom then pours rice out
of the basket into the fire, after pouring one or two ladlefuls
of butter on the edge of the basket; with this offering he
simply says, tt May this oblation to fire be efficacious."

The oblations and prayers directed by the YajurvUa,
previous to this period of the solemnity, are very different
from those which have been here inserted from the Sama
veda; and some of the ceremonies, which will be subse
quently noticed, are anticipated by the priests, who follow
the Yajush.

Twelve oblations are made with as many prayers. 1.
U May this oblation be efficacious, and happily conveyed
U to that being who is fire in the form of a celestial quirister,
II who is accompanied by truth, and whose abode is truth;
" may he cherish our holy knowledge and our valour." 2.
"Efficacious be this oblation to those delightful plants,
" which are the nymphs of that being who is fire in the
/I form of a celestial quirister, who is accompanied by truth,
/I and whose abode is truth." 3. and 4. The foregoing
prayers are thus varied: It To that being who is the sun, in
/I the form of a celestial quirister, and who consists wholly
" of the Samaveda." It Those enlivening rays, which are the
/I nymphs of that sun." 5. and -6. It That being who is
/I the moon in the form of a celestial quirister, and who is
" a ray of the sun, and named SusJwnana." " Those aste
" nsms which are the nymphs of the moon, and are called
"Bhecuri.". 7. and 8. U That being who is air, constantly

• This term is not expounded by the commentator. Bha signifies
an asterism: but the meaning of the compound term is not obvious.
Suslimana bears some affinity to Sushumna, mentioned in a former
essay; but neither of these names is explained in the commentariea
which I have consulted
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"moving and travelling every where." "Those waters

" which are the nymphs of air, and are tenned invigorating."
9. and 10. "That being who is the solemn sacrifice in the
" fonn of a celestial quiristel'; who cherishes all beings, and
It whose pace is elegant." "Those sacrificial fees, which are
It the nymphs ofthe solemn sacrifice, and are named thanks-

"givings." 11. and 12. "That being who is mind in the
" fonn of a celestial quiriater, who is the supreme ruler of
" creatures, and who is the fabricator of the universe."
" Those holy strains (R'ick and Silman) who are the nymphs
" of mind, and are named the means of attaining wishes."

Thirteen oblations are next presented, during the recital
of as many portions of a single text. "May the supreme
"ruler of creatures, who is glorious in his victories over
" [hostile] armies, grant victory to INDRA, the regent of
"rain. All creatures humbly bow to him; for he is ter
" rihle: to him are oblations due. May he grant me victory,
" knowledge, reflection, regard, self-rule, skill, understand
" jng, power, [returns of] the conjunction and opposition of
" the sun and moon, and holy texts (Vrtkat and Rat'kan
It tara).".

Eighteen oblations are then offered, while as many texts
are meditated; they differ only in the name of the deity
that is invoked. 1. It May fire, lord of [living] beings,
" protect me in respect of holiness, valour, and prayer, and
" in regard to ancient privileges, to this solemn rite, and to

" this invocation of deities." 2." May IN DRA, lord or
" regent of the eldest (that is, of the best of beings) protect
"me,"&c. 3. "YAMA, lord of the earth." 4. "Air,
"lord of the sky." 5." The sun, lord of heaven." 6.
"Themoon,lordofstars." 7. "VRIHASPATI,lord[that
" is, preceptor] of BRAHl\lA [and other deities]." 8." MI-

• Texts of the StimalJeda so named.
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" TRA (the SWl), lord of true beings." 9." VARUNA,

" lord of waters." 10." The ocean, lord of rivers." 11.
" Food, lord of tributary powers." 12." S6MA (the moon),
"lord of plan~." 13. II SAVITRI (the generatiTe sun),
" lord of pregnant females." 14." RUDRA (S1V A), lord
" of [deities, that bear the shape ofj cattle." 15." The
" fabricator of the universe, lord offorms." 16." VISHNU,

" lord of mountains." 17." Winds (Maruts), lords of
" (gaftas) sets of divinities." ]8. " Fathers, grandfathers,
" remoter ancestors, more distant progenitors, their parents,
" and grandsires."

Oblations are afterwards made, with prayers correspond
ing to those which have been already cited from the Sama
veda. 1." Mayfire come, first among the gods," &c. 2.
" May the domestic perpetual fire guard her," &c. 3.
" Fire, who dost protect such as perform sacrifices! grant
" us all bleBBings in heaven and on earth: grant unto us
" that various and excellent wealth, which is produced on
" this earth and in heaven." 4." 0 best of luminaries!
" Come, show us an easy path, that our lives may be unin
"jured. May death depart from me, and immortality
"come. May the child of the sun render me fearless."
5. " Death! follow a different path," &C.

The bride 0&r8 the oblations of rice mixed with leaves
of samf,'" letting fall the offerings on the fire in the manner
beforementioned, and with the same prayers, but recited in
a reversed:6rder and a little varied. 1." The damsel has
~"worshipped the generous sun in the form of fire; may
~, that generous SUlL nevet separate her froD1this husband."
2. "TlIis'woihlil, casting the rice into the'fire~ says, May
" my lord be long-lived; may my kiDsmen reach old age."
3. " r cast this rice into the fire, that it may become a:

• Aienanthera aculeata.
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" cause of thy proSperity: may fire assent to my union with
" thee.'''

According to the followeJ'8 of the YajurDeda, the bride
groom now takes the bride's right hand, reciting a text
which will be subsequently quoted. The bride then steps
on a stone while this text is recited: "Ascend this stone:
" be firm like this stone. Subdue such as entertain hostile
" designs against me, and repel them." The following
hymn is then chanted. "Charming SARASWATi, swift
" as a mare! whom I celebrate in face of this universe,
" protect this [solemn rite]. 0 thou! in whom the ele
" menta were produced, in whom this universe was framed,
" I now will sing that hymn [the nuptial text] which con
" stitutes the highest glory of women." The bride and
bridegroom afterwards walk round the fire, while the fonow
ing text is recited: CI Fire! thou didst first espouse this
CI female sun (this woman, beautiful like the sun); now
" let a human being again espouse her by thy means. Give
"her, 0 fire! with offspring, to a [human] husband."
The remainder of the rice is then dropped into the fire as
an oblation to the god of love.

The next ceremony is the bride's stepping seven steps.
It is the most material of all the nuptial rites; for the mar
riage is complete and irrevokable, 80 soon as she has taken
the seventh step, and not sooner. She is conducted by the
bridegroom, and directed by him to step successively into
seven circles, while the following texts are uttered: 1."May
" VISHNU cause thee to take one step for the sake of ob
"taining food." 2." May VISHNU cause thee to take
" one step for the sake of obtaining strength." 3." Three
" steps for the sake of solemn acts of religion." 4." Four
" steps for the sake of obtaining happiness." 5." Five

• This version is conformable to a different commentary from tbat
which was followed in the former translation.
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" steps for the sake of cattle." 6." Six steps for the sake
.. of increase of wealth." 7." Seven steps for the sake
" of obtaining priests to perform sacrifices."· The bride
groom then addresses the bride, "Having completed seven
" steps, be my companion. May I become thy associate.
" May none interrupt thy association with me. May such
" as are disposed to promote our happiness, confirm thy
" association with me." The bridegroom then addresses
the spectators: "This woman is auspicious: approach and
" view her; and having conferred [by your good wishes]
" auspicious fortune on her, depart to your respective
" abodes."

Then the bridegroom's friend, who stood near the fire
bearing a jar of water, advances to the spot where the
seventh step was completed, and pours water on the bride
groom's head, and afterwards on the bride's, while a prayer
abovementioned is recited: "May waters and all the Gods
" cleanse· our hearts; may air do so; may the creator
" do so ; may the divine instructress unite our hearts." t

The bridegroom then puts his left hand under the bride's
hands, which are joined together in a hollow form, and
taking her right hand in his, recites the six following texts :
1. " I take thy hand for the sake of good fortune, that
.. thou mayest become old with me, thy husband: may the
" generous, mighty, and prolific sun render thee a matron,
" that I may be a householder." 2." Be gentle in thy
H aspect and loyal to thy husband; be fortunate in cattle,
" amiable in thy mind, and beautiful in thy person; be
"mother of surviving sons; be assiduous at the [five]
" sacraments; be cheerful; and bring prosperity to our

• In the YajU'TVedfl the texts are varied, so that the third step is for
increase of wealth, and the sixth for obtaining happy seasons.

t It is here translated according to the gloss of GUNAVISHNU j in
.the former version I follo\\'ed the commentary of H&L.l YUD'BA.
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" bipeds and quadrupeds." 3." May the lord of creatures
" grant us progeny, even unto old age; may the sun render
" that progeny conspicuous. Auspicious deities have given
"thee to me: enter thy husband's abode, and bring
" health to our bipeds and quadrupeds." 4." 0 IN DRA,

" who pourest forth rain! render this woman fortunate and
" the mother of children: grant her ten sons ; give her
" eleven protectors." 5." Be submissive to thy husband's
" father, to his mother, to his sister, and to his brothers."
'6. " Give thy heart to my religious duties: may thy mind
" follow mine; be thou consentient to my speech. May
" VRlHASPATI unite thee unto me."

The followers of the Yajurveda enlarge the first prayer
and omit the rest, some of which, however, they employ
,at other periods of the solemnity. "I take thy hand for
" the sake of good fortune, that thou mayest become old
" with me, thy husband; may the deities, namely, the divine
" sun (Aryaman), and the prolific being (Savitrl), and the
" god of love, give thee as a matron unto me, that I may
"be a householder. I need the goddess of prosperity.
"Thou art she. Thou art the goddess of prosperity.
" I need her. I am the Saman [veda]: thou art the Rzch
" [vida].' I am the sky: thou art the earth. Come; let
" us marry: let us hold conjugal intercourse; let us pro
U create offspring: let us obtain sons; May they reach
" old age. May we, being affectionate, glorious, and well
" disposed, see during a hundred years, live a hundred years,
" and hear a hundred years."

According to the ritual, which conforms to the S(smaveda,
the bridegroom sits down near the fire with the bride, and
finishes this part of the ceremony by making oblations,
while he names the three worlds severally and conjointly,.
The taking of the bride's hand in marriage is thus cOI~pleted·.

In the evening of the same day, so soon as' the stars appear,
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the bride sits down on a bull's hide, which must be of a red
colour, and must be placed with the neck towards the east
and the hair upwards. The bridegroom sits down near her,
makes oblations while he names the three worlds as usual,
and then makes six oblations with the following prayers,
and each time pours the remainder of the clarified butter on
the bride's head. ]." I obviate by this full oblation all ill
" marks in the lines [of thy hands], in thy eye-lashes, and
" in the spots [on thy body]." 2." I obviate by this full
" oblation all the ill marks in thy hair; and whatever is
" sinful in thy looking, or in thy crying." 3." I obviate
" by this full oblation all that may be sinful in thy temper,
" in thy speaking, and in thy laughing." 4." I obviate
" by this full oblation all the ill marks in thy teeth, and in
" the dark intervals between them; in thy hands, and in
" thy feet." 5." I obviate by this full oblation all the ill
" marks on thy thighs, on thy priry part, on thy haunches,
" and on the lineaments of thy figure." 6." Whatever
_" natural or accidental evil marks were on all thy limbs, I
" have obviated all such marks by these full oblations of
" clarified butter. May this oblation be efficacious."

The bride and bridegroom rise up; and he shews her the
polar star, reciting the following text: "Heaven is stable;
" the earth is stable; this universe is stable; these moun
" tams are stable; may this woman be stable in her hus
~'band's family."· The bride salutes the bridegroom,
naming herself and family, and adding a respectful inter
jection. The bridegroom replies, "Be long-lived and
"happy." Matrons then pour water, mixed with leaves,
upon the bride and bridegroom, out of jars which had been
previously placed on an altar prepared for the purpose; and
the bridegroom again makes oblations with the names of
the worlds, by way of closing this part of the ceremony.

• Dhruva, the pole, also signifies stahle, fixed, steady, firm.
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The bridegroom afterwards eats food prepared without
factitious salt. During this meal he recites the following
prayers: 1. " I bind with the fetters of food thy heart and
" mind to the gem [of my soul]; I bind them with nourish
" ment, which is the thread of life; I bind them with the
" knot of truth." 2." May that heart, which is yours,
" become my heart j and this heart, which is mine, become
" thy heart." 3." Since food is the bond of life, I bind
" thee therewith." The remainder of the food must be then
given to the bride.

During the three subsequent days the married couple
must abstain from factitious salt, live chastely and austerely,
and sleep on the ground. On the following day, that is,
on the fourth exclusively,· the bridegroom conducts the
bride to his own house on a carriage or other suitable con
veyance. He recites the following text when she ascends
the carriage: "0 wife of the sun! ascend this vehicle re
U sembling the beautiful blossoms of the cotton-tree t and
" butea, t tinged with various tints and coloured like gold,
"well constructed, furniRhed with good wheels, and the
" source of ambrosia [that is, of blessings]: bring happiness
U to thy husband." Proceeding with his bride, he, or some
other person for him, recites the following text on their
coming to a cross road: " May robbers, who infest the
" road, remain ignorant [of this journey]; may the married

• The Muslemans of India do not scruple to borrow from the
Hindus superstitious ceremonies that are celebrated with festivity
They take an active part in the gambols of the Hbl" and even solicit
the favours of the Indian Plutus, at the DlUJali. The bridal proces
sion, on the fourth day, with all the sports and gambols ofthe Chaut'h,
CChaturt'!Ii), is evidently copied from the similar customs of the
Hindus. In Bengal the Muslemans have even adopted the premature
marriage of infant brides and bridegrooms.

t B01llbmr heptaphyllu1Il.

t Buteafl'ondosa.
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" couple reach a place of security and difficult access, by
"easy roads; and may foes keep aloof."

Alighting from the carriage, the bridegroom leads the
bride into the house, chanting the hymn called Vamadevya.
Matrons welcome the bride, and make her sit down on a
bull's hide of the same colour, and placed in the same man
ner as before. The bridegroom then recites the following
prayer: " May kine here produce numerous young; may
" horses and human beings do so; and may the deity sit
" here, by whose favour sacrifices are accomplished with gifts
" athousand fold."

The women then place a young child in the bride's lap;
they put roots of lotos, or else fruit of different kinds, in his
hand. The bridegroom take-s up the child, and then pre-
pares a sacrificial fire in the usual manner, and makes eight
oblations with the following prayers, preceded and followed
by the usual oblations to the three worlds. 1." May there
" be cheerfulness here." 2." May thine own [kindred] be
" kind here." 3." May there be pleasure here." 4."Sport
" thou here." 5." May there be kindness here with me."
6. " May thine own [kindred] be here, benevolent towards
"me." 7." May there be here delight towards me." 8.
" Be thou here joyous towards me." The bride then salutes
her father-in-law and the other relatives of her husband.

Afterwards the bridegroom prepares another sacrificial
fire, and sits down with the bride on his right hand. He
makes twenty oblations with the following prayers, preceded
and followed as usual by oblations to the three worlds.
The remainder of each ladleful is thrown into ajar ofwater,
.which is afterwards poured on the bride's head. I." Fire,
" expiator of evil! thou dost atone evils for the gods them
"selves. I, a priest, approach thee, desirous of soliciting
"thee to remove any sinful taint in the beauty of this
"woman." 2." Air, expiator of evil! "&c. 3." Moon,
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" expiator ofevil !" &c. 4." Sun, expiator of evil !" &c.
5. "Fire, air, moon, and sun, expiators ofevil ! ye do atone

" evils for the gods. I, a priest, approach thee, desirous of
" soliciting thee to remove any sinful taint in the beauty fi
" this woman." 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. "soliciting thee to re
"move any thing in her person which might destroy her
,. husband." II, 12, 13, 14, 15, "any thing in her

II person whic,h might make her negligent of cattle'!'
The priests who use the Yajurveda, make only five obla~

tions with as many prayers addressed to fire, air, the sun,
the moon, and the Gandltarba or celestial quirister; pray~

ing them to remove any thing in the person of the bride
which might be injurious to her husband, to her offspring,
to cattle, to the household, and to honour and glory. The
following text is recited while the water ill poured on the
bride's head: "That blameable portion of thy per80n
II which would have been injurious to thy husband, thy
" offspring, thy cattle, thy household, and thy honour, I
" render destructive of paramours: may thy body [thus
" cleared from evil] reach old age with me." The bride is
then fed with food prepared in a caldron, and the following
text is recited: " I unite thy breath with my breath; thy
" bones with my bones; thy flesh with my flesh; and thy
" skin with my skin."

The ceremonies of which the nuptial solemnity consists
may be here recapitulated. The bridegroom goes in pro
cession to the house where the bride's father resides, and is
there welcomed as a guest. The bride is given to him by
her father in the form usual at every solemn donation, and
their hands are bound together with grass. He clothes
the bride with an upper and lower garment, and the skirts
of her mantle and his are tied together. The bridegroom
makes oblations to fire, and the bride drops rice on it as an
oblation. The bridegroom solemnly takes her hand in



OF THE HINDUS. 2'25

marriage. She treads on a stone and mullar. They walk
round the fire. The bride steps seven times, conducted by
the bridegroom, and he then dismisses the spectators, the
marriage being now complete and irrevocable. In the
evening of the same day the bride sits down on a bull's
hide, and the bridegroom points out to her the polar star
as an emblem of stability. They then partake of a meal.
The bridegroom remains three days at the house of the
bride's father: on the fourth day he conducts her to his
own house in solemn procession. She is there welcomed by
his kindred; and the solemnity ends with oblations to fire.

Amoog Hindus, a girl is married before the age of pn
berty. The law even censures the delay of her marriage
beyond the tenth year. For this reason, and because the
bridegroom too may be an infant, it is rare that a marriage
should be consummated until long after its solemnization.
The recital of prayers on this occasion constitutes it a reli
gious ceremony; and it is the first of those that are per
formed for the purpose of expiating the sinful taint which a
child is supposed to contract in the womb of his mother.
They shall be described in a future essay.

On the practice of immature nup~al" a subject sug
gested in the preceding paragraph, it may be remarked,
that it arises from a laudable motive; from a sense of duty
incumbent on a father, who considers as a debt the obliga
tion of providing a suitable match for his daughter. This
notion, which is strongly inculcated by Hindu legislators,
is forcibly impressed on the minds of parents. But in
their zeal to dispose of a daughter in marriage, they do
not perhaps sufficiently consult her domestic felicity. By
the death of an infant husband, she is condemned to vir
gin widowhood for the period of her life. If both survive,
the habitual bickerings of their infancy are prolonged in
perpetual discord.

VOL. I. Q
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Numerousrestrictionll in the assortment of matches im
pose on parents this necessity of embracing the earliest
opportunity of affiancing their children to fit companions.
The intermarriages of diffemtt classes, formerly permitted
with certain limitations, are now wholly forbidden. The
prohibited degrees extend to the sixth of affinity; and efen

the bearing of the same family name is a sufficitmt C&.1llIe of
impediment.

To conclude the subject of nuptials, I shall only add,
that eight forms are noticed by Hindu legislators. (M ENU,

c. iii.) But one only, which has been here described from
the Indian rituala, is now used.

•



VIII.

On tke PHILOSOPHY of tke HINDUS.

PART I."

[FroIIl the Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society,
vol. i. p. 19-43.]

IN T R 0 DU C T ION.

THE Hindus, as is well known, possess various ancient
systems of philosophy, which they consider to be orthodox,
as consistent with the theology and metaphysics of the
Vedas; and have likewise preserved divers systems deemed
heretical, as incompatible with the doctrines of their holy
books.

The two Mfmansas (for there are two schools of meta
physics under this title) are emphatically orthodox. The
prior one (puroa), which has JAIMINI for its founder,
teaches the art of reasoning, with the express view of aiding
the interpretation of the Vedas. The latter (uttara), com
monly called Vedanta, and attributed to V YABA, deduces
from the text of the Indian scriptures a refined psychology,
which goes to a denial of a matelial world.

The Nyaya, of which G6TAMA is the acknowledged
author, furnishes a philosophical arrangement, with strict
rules of reasoning, not unaptly compared to the dialectics
of the Aristotelian school. Another course of philosophy
connected with it bears the denomination of VaiSesltica.
Its reputed author is CANADE; who, like Democritus,
maintained the doctrine of atoms.

• Rt'ad at a public meeting oftbe Royal Asiatic Society, June 21,1823.

Q2
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\A different philosophical system, partly heterodox, and
panly COjfOrmable to the established Hindu creed, is the
Sane'llya of which also, as of the preceding, there are
two schoo s; one usually known by that name; the other
commonly termed Y6ga. A succinct exposition of the
Sane'hya doctrines is the design of the present essay: they
are selected for that purpose, on account of the strong
affinity which they manifestly bear to the metaphysical
opinions of the sects of Jina and Budd'ha,

Though not strictly orthodox, both Sane'hyas and the
VaiSeshiea, as well as the Nyaya, are respected and studied
by very rigid adherents of the Vedas, who are taught,

--;.. however, to reject so much as disagrees, and treasure up.
what is consonant to their scriptures. "In CANADE'S
"doctrine, in the sane'kga, and in the Y6ga, that part
" which is inconsistent with the Vedas, is to be rejected by
" those who strictly adhere to revelation. In JAIMINI'S

" doctrine, and in VY.AU'S, there is nothing whatsoever at
" variance with scripture.""

Heretical treatises of philosophy are very numeroWl:
alDOog which that of CHAllVACA, which exhibits the doc
trine of the J aina sect, is most conspicuous; and next to
it, the pasupata.

To them, and to the orthodox systems beforementioned,
it is not intended here to advert, further than as they are
noticed by writers on the Sane'nyu, citing opinions of other
schools of philosophy, in course of commenting on the text
which they are engaged in expounding. It is not my
pr68ent purpose to exhibit a contrasted view of the tenets
of different philosophical schools, but to present to this
Society a summary of the doctrine of a single sect; which
will serve, however, to elucidate that of several InDre.

• Quotation in V lJNYANA-BHICIIRu's Capila-bhfishga.
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Of other philosophical sects, the received doctrines in
detail may be best reserved for separate notice, in distinct
essays to be hereafter submitted to the Society. I must
be clearly understood, however, not to pledge myself
definitively for that task.

I proceed without further preface to the immediate sub

j~ of the present essay :
U system of philOBOphy, in which precision of reckoning
is obserTed in the enumeration of its principles, is denomi
nated SO:II.c'''!1a; a term which has been understood to
signify 7ZlUIleral, agreeably to the usual acceptation of

Banc'hya, number: and hence its anal~ to the Pytha
gorean philotlophy has been presumed. But the name
may be taken to imply, that its doctrine founded in the
exercise of judgment1 for the won! from which it is derived
signifies reasoning or ~e1iberation ;. and that interpretation
of its import is countenanced by a passage of the Bharata,
where it is said of this sect of philosophers: "They
" exercise judgment (,au'hya), and discuss nature and
" [other] twenty-four principles, and therefore are called
" Sanc'!tya."

The commentator who has fumishep thi.ll quotation,
expounds m.7Zc,,,ya, as here importing t the discovery of
I 80ul by means of right discrimination. 't I

The reputed founder of this sect of metaphysical philo
sophy was CAPJLA; an ancient sage, concerning whose
origin and adventUl'es the mythological fables, which
occupy the place of history with the Hindus, are recounted
variously. In GAUDAP.ADA'S commentary on the Sanc'nya.
Garica, be is asserted to have been a son ofBRARM.A; being
one of the seven great R"his, or saints, named in Puro:/laB
or theogonies as the offspring of that deity. His two most

• Am. Cush. I, 1,4, II. t Capila-bliashya.
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distinguished disciples, ASURI and PANCHASIC'HA, are
there exalted to the same rank. and divine origin with him
self. Another commentator maintains that CAPILA was
an incarnation of VISHNU. It had been affirmed by a
writer on the vedanta, upon the authority of a passage
quoted by him, wherein CAPILA, the founder of the
SlJnc'nya sect, is identified with AGNI (fire), that he was an
incarnation, not of VISHNU, but of AGNI. The commen
tator is not content with the fiery origin conceded to the
author. He denies the existence of more than one CAPILA;
and insists, that the founder of this sect was an incarnation
of VISHNU, born as the son of DEVADUTI.·

In fact, the word capila, besides its ordinary signification
of tawny colour, bears likewise that of fire: and upon this
ambiguity of sense many legends in the Indian theogonies,
concerning the saint of the name, have been grounded; a
sample of which will be found quoted by Col. Wilford, in
the Asiatic Researches.t

A passage which is cited in the commentaries of G AU
DUADA and VACHESPATI on the Carica, assigns to

CAPILA intuitive knowledge and innate virtue, with trans

cendent power and other perfections born with him at the
earliest creation: and this is taken by those scholiasts as
relating to the founder of the Sanc'hya sect. But another
commentator of the Carica, RAMAcRbHNA, who belongs
to the theistical branch of this sect, affirms that the passage
in question concerns iSwara, or GOD, acknowledged by
that school.

A text quoted in VYASA'S commentary on PATANJALI'S
Y6ga-sastra,t and referred by the annotator ViCHESPATI,
as well as a modern scholiast of the Y6ga-sastra, NAG6Jt,

• VIlNvANA in Cap. hhash. t Vol. iii. p. 355.
t PATANJ. Salll:'h.prat', 1,25.
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to PANCHASIC'HA the disciple of ASURI, describes CAPILA

as an incarnation of the Deity: "The holy and first wise
" one, entering a mind by himself framed, and becoming
" the mighty sage (CAPILA), compassionately revealed this
" science to ASURI.".

It may be questioned whether CAPILA be not altogether
a mythological personage, to whom the true author of the
jloctrine, whoever he was, thought fit to ascribe it.
~A collection of sutras, or succinct aphorisms, in six
lectures, attributed to CAPI~ himself, is extant under the
title of Sanc'hya-pravachana.j As an ancient work (who
ever may have been really its author), it must doubtless
have been expounded by early scholiasts. But the only
commentary, which can at present be referred to by name
is the Capila-bhfJshya; or, as the author himself cites it in
his other works, Sane'hya-bhashya. The title at full
length, in the epigraph of the book, is Capila-sanc'hya
pravachana-sastra-bhashya.!J.t is by VIJNyA.N A-BHIC8HU,1

a mendicant ascetic (as his Jesignation imports), who com4
posed a separate treatise on the attainment of beatitude in
this life, entitled sane'hya-,fJra, and wrote many other
works; particularly the Y6ga-vfJrtica, consisting of scholia
on PATANJALI'S Y6ga-ltfutra, and the Brahme-mlmansa
bhashya, which is a commentary on a treatise of Vedanti
philosophy.

It appears from the preface of the Capila-bltfJs}tya, that
a more compendious tract, in the same form of sutras or
aphorisms, bears the title of Tatwa-samasa, and is ascribed
to the same author, CAPILA. The scholiast intimates that
both are of equal authority, and in no respect discordant: .
one being a summary of the greater work, or else this an
amplification of the conciser one. The latter was probably

• Panch. mIra, quoted in V YASA'S bhash!Jn.
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the case; for there is much repetition in the SImc'aya
PTQ,fJox:kana.

It is avowedly not the earliest treatise on this branch of
philosophy: since it contains references to fonner authorities
for particulars which are but briefly hinted in the sUtrlll;t
and it quotes some by name, and among them PANCHA

8IC'HA,t the disciple of the reputed author's pupil: an
anachronism which appears decisive.

The title of Sane'hYa-pJ'ooackana seems a borrowed one;
at least it is common to several compositions. It appertains

l
PATANJALI'S Y6ga--sfutra.
If the authority of the scbo1iast ofCA P I L A may be trosted,

Tatwa-samfua is the proper text of the Saxc'hya; and
its doctrine is more fully, but separately set forth, by the
two ampler treatises, entitled Sa"Ac'h!JOr1Y'avooka7l6, which
co~tain a fuller exposition of what had been there succinctly
deli~ PATANJALI'S work supplying the deficiency of
CAPILA'S, and declaring the existence of GOD, which for
argument's sake, and not absolutely and unreservedly, be

rdenied.
Of the six lectures or chapters into which the s-utras are

. tributed, the three first comprise an exposition of the
whole sane'''ya doctrine. The fourth contains illustrative
comparisons, with reference to fables and tales. The fifth
is controversial, confuting opinions of other sects; which
is the case also with part of the first. The sixth and last
treats of the most important parts of the doctrine, enlarging

upon topics before toUChed.l
The C!Jric&, which will forthwith mentioned 88 the

text book or sta.ndard authority of the Banc'hya, has an
allusion to the contents of the fourth and fifth chapters,
professing to be a complete treatise of the science, exclusive

• Cap. 3, 3~. t Cap. 6•
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of illustrative tales and controversial disquisitions.· The
author must have had before him the same collection of

8utras, or one similarly arranged. His scholiast t expressly
refers to the numbers of the chapters.

Whether the Tatwcwamfua of CAPILA be extant, or
whether the mtras of PANCHASIC'HA be SO, is not certain.
The latter are frequently cited, and by modern authors on
the Sfmc'nya: whence a presumption, that they may be yet
forthcoming.

The best text of the Sanc'nya is a short treatise in verse,
which is denominated Garita, as memorial verses of other
sciences likewise are. The acknowledged author is ISwARA
CdSHNA, described in the concluding lines or epigraph of
the work itself, as having received the doctrine, through a
succession ofintermediate instructors, from PAN CHA8IC'aA,

by whom it was first promulgated, and who was himself
instructed by AsURI, the disciple of CAPILA.t

This brief tract, containing seventy-two stanzas in 6,rya
metre, has been expounded in numerous commentaries.

One of these is the work ofGAuDAPADA, tbecelebra:ted

scholiast of the Upanisltads of the vedas, and preceptor of
G6VINDA, who was preceptor of SANCARA-AcHARY.4.,
author likewise of numerous treatises on divers branches of

theologiesI philosophy. It is entitled SO:ltc'liya-bnaa/tya.
Another, denOlninated Sanc'kya-ckandrica, is by NARA

YANA-TiRT'HA, who seems from his designation to have
been an ascetic. He was author likewise of a gloss on the
Y6ga-8astra, as appears from his own references to it.

A third commentary, under the title of so'nc'hya-tatwa

cmcrnllm, or more simply Tatwa-ca'lt7'ltu~ (for so it is cited
by later commentators), is by VACHESPATI-MISRA, a na
tive of nrliut, author of similar works on various other

• Car. 72. t NARAYANA-TiRT'HA. t Cdr. 70 and 71.
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philosophical systems. It appears from the multiplicity of
its copies, which are unusually frequent, to be the most
approved gloss on the text.

One more commentary, bearing the analogous but sim.
pIer title of Sanc'nyOrcaumud', is by RAMA-CRISHlh,
BHAttACHARYA, a learned and not ancient writer of Ben
gal; who has for the most part followed preceding commen
tators, borrowing frequently from NARAYANA TiRT'HA,
though taking the title of his commentary from VAC HES
PATI'S.

The scholiasts of the Carica have, in more than one
place, noticed the text of the sutras: thus formally ad
mitting the authority of the aphorisms. The excellence of
the memorial verses (Carica), with the gloBS of GAUDA
PADA and that of VACHESPATI-MISRA, has been the
occasion of both collections of aphorisms (Tatwa samasa
and Sfmc'kya-pravacllana) falling into comparative neglect.
They are superseded for a text book of the sect by IswARA
CR'(SHl~ A'S clearer and more compendious work. Both sUfras
and carica may be considered to be genuine and authoritative
expositioins of the doctrine; and the more especially, as
they do not, upon any material point, appear to disagree.

The several works beforementioned are the principal
works in which the Sane'llya philosophy may be now stu
died. Others, which are cited by scholiasts, may possibly
be yet forthcoming. But they are at least scarce, and no
sufficient account of them can be given upon the strength
ofa few scattered quotations. Among them, however, may
be named the Rajavartica, to which reference is made, as
to a work held in much estimation, and which appears to
comprise annotations on the sutras; and the Sangralla,
which is cited for parallel passages explanatory of the text,
being an abridged exposition of the same doctrines, in the.
form of a select compilation.
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Concerning the presumable antiquity of either CAPlLA'S
aphorisms or IswARA-CRlSHlh's memorial couplets, Ishall
here only remark, that notices of them, with quotations
from both, do occur in philosophical treatises of other
schools, whereby their authenticity is so far established.

Besides the sanc'kya of CAPILA and his followers, ano
ther system, bearing the same denomination, but more
usually termed the Y6ga.-8futra or Y6ga-sutra, as before
remarked, is ascribed to a mythological being, PATANJ ALl,
the supposed author of the great grammatical commentary
emphatically na.med the Ma1l6,bhfukya; and likewise of a
celebrated medical treatise termed Ckaraca, and other
distinguished performances.

The collection of Y6gtW1Atras, bearing the common title
of Banc'ltya pravacltana, is distributed into four chapters
or quarters (pQda): the first, on contemplation (samad'hi) ;
the second, on the means of its attainment; the thiI'd, on
the exercise of transcendent power (vibhuti) ; the fourth, on
abstraction or spiritual insulation (caiwalya).

An ancient commentary on this fanatical work is forth
coming, entitled Patanjala-bhfuhya. It is attributed to
VtDA-VYASA, the compiler of the Indian scriptures and
founder of the Vedanti school of philosophy. VACHES-·
PATI MISRA has furnished scholia on both text and gloss.
This scholiast has been already noticed as an eminent inter
preter of the Carica: and the same remark is here appli
cable, that the multiplicity of copies indicates the estimation
in which his gloss is held above other scholia.

Another commentary is by VIJNYANA-BHICSHU before
mentioned. He refers to it in his other works under the
name of Y6ga-vartica. It probably is extant; fvr quota
tions from it occur in modern compilations.

A third commentary, denominated Raja-martalJia, is
ascribed in its preface and epigraph to RANA-RANGA-
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MALL A, surnamed BH6JA-RAJA or BH6JA-PATI, sove
reign of DAara, and therefore called Dk6.rerroara. It was
probably composed at his court, under his auspices; and
his name has been affixed to it in compliment to him, as is
no uncommon practice. I t is a 8Uccinct and lucid expo
sition of the text.

An ampler commentary by a modem MaMr6sktriya
Brahman, named NAG6Ji-BHAttA UPAD'HYAYA, bears
the title of Patanjali-sutra-?Jr'1.tti. It is very copious and
very clear.

The tenets of the two schools of the Sane'hya are on
many, not to say on most, points, that are treated in both,
the same; differing however upon one, which is the most
important of all: the proof of existence of I:upreme GOD.

Theone school (PATANJALI's)recognising GOD, is there
fore denominated theistical (Seswara sane'nya). The other
(CAPILA'S) is atheistical (Nir~8wara sanc'ltya), as theseets
of Jina and Buddha in effect are, acknowledging no crea
tor of the universe nor supreme ruling providence. The
gods of CAPILA are beings superior to man; but, like him,
subject to change and transmigration.

A third schoo), denominated Paur(uHea sanc'nya, con
siders nature as an illusion; conforming upon most other
points to the doctrine of PATANJALI, and upon many, to
that of CA PILA. In several of the Pur6lws, as the Mat
8!Jfl, Curma and Vishnu, in particular, the cosmogony,
which is an essential part of an Indian theogony, is de
livered consonantly to this system. That which is found at
the beginning of MENU'S institutes of law is not irrecon
cileable to it.·

• MENU,!. 14-19.
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Doctrine of tke sanc'kya.

THE professed design of all the schools of the stlnC'kya,
theistical, atheistical, and mythological, as of other Indian
systems of philosophy, is to teach the means by which '1
eternal bea.titude may be attained after death, if not be
fore it.

In a passage of the Vedas it is said, co Soul is to be known,
" it is to be discriminated from nature: thus it does not
H come again; it does not come again.". Consonantly to
this and to numberless other passages of a like import, the
whole scope of the Vedanta is to teach a doctrine, by the
knowledge of which an exemption from metempsychosis
shall be attainable; and to inculcate that as the grand
object to be sought, by means indicated.

Even in the aphorisms of the Nyayat the same is pro-
posed as the reward of a thorough acquaintance with that
philosophical arrangement.

In like manner the Grecian philosophers, and Pythagoras
and Plato in particular, taught that" the end of philosophy
" is to free the mind from incumbrances which hinder its
" progress towards perfection, and to raise it to the contem
" plation of immutable truth," and " to disengage it from
H all animal passions, that it may rise above sensible ob- \
" jects to the contemplation of the world of intelligence."t

In all Jtems of the sanc'kya the same purpose is pro
pounded. "Future pain," says PATAN J ALI, "is to be

"preven . A clear knOWl~ge of discriminate truth is
" the way of its prevention." .

It is true knowled~e, as CA' ILA and his followers inBist,1I
th~wa-ean eeertrC entire and permanent deliverance from

• GAuE. on Gar.
t Enfield's Hist. of Phil. I. 382 and 233.
II Cap. I. I. Gar. 1.

t Got.8fdr•
• Pat. 2. 16. and 26.
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evil : whereas temporal means, whether for exciting plea
sure or for relieving mental and bodily sufferance, are insuf
ficient to that end; and the spiritual resources of practical
religion are imperfect, since sacrifice, the most efficacious of
observances, is attended with the slaughter of animals, and
consequently is not innocent and pure; and the heavenly
meed of pious acts is transitory.·

In support of these positions, passages are cited from
the Vedas declaring in express terms the attainment of
celestial bliss by celebration of sacrifices: "Whoever per
" forms an Qawamed'ha (or immolation of a horse) con
" quers all worlds; overcomes death; expiates sin; atones
" for sacrilege." In another place, INDRA and the rest of
the subordinate deities are introduced exulting on their ac
quisition of bliss. "We have drunk. the juice of asclepiast
" and are become immortal; we have attained effulgence;
" we have learned divine truths. How can a foe harm
" us1 How can age affect the immortality of a deathless
" being 1"t Yet it appears in divers parts of the Indian
scriptures, that, according to Hindu theology, even those
deities, though termed immortal, have but a definite dura
tion of life, perishing with the whole world at its periodical
dissolution. "Many thousands of Indras and of other
~Gods have passed away in successive periods, overcome
, by time; for time is hard to overcomeJ' §~1

. Complete and perpetual exemption fronn.Jery fmrt of ill
is the beatitude which is proJ><?SCd for attainment by acqui
sition of perfect knowledge. r' Absolute prevention of all
" three sorts of pain," as an a~horism of the Sanc'kya inti
mates, "is the highest purpose of soul." II Those thr9
sorts are evil proceeding from self, from external· oomgs;or
from divine causes: the first ill either bodily, as disease of

• Gar. 1. t Sbma, the moon-plant: Asclepias acida.
t GAUD. on Gar. 2. ; Ihid. U &in. prav. 1. I.
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...-. kinds; or mental, as cupidity, anger, and other
passions: the two remaining sorts arise from external
sources; one excited by some mundane being; the other,
by the agency of a ¥ing of a superior order, or produced
by a fortuitous cau~\

True and perfect Knowledge, by which deliverance from I
evil of every kind is attainable, consists in rightly discrimi
nating the principles, perceptible and imperceptible, of the
material world, from the sensitive and cognitive principle •
which is the immaterial soul. Thus the Carica premises,
that " the inquiry concerns means of precluding the three
" sorts of pain; for pain is embarrassment. Nor is the
" inquiry superfluous, because obvious means of alleviation
" exist; for absolute and final relief is not thereby accom
"plished. The revealed mode is, like the temporal one,
" ineffectual: for it is impure; (and it is defective in some
" respeCts, as well as excessive in others.} A method, clif-
" ferent from both, is preferable; consisting in a discrimi
"native knowledge of perceptible principles, and of the
" imperceptible one, and of the thinking sou]."·

The revealed mode, to which allusion is here made, is
not theological doctrine with the knowledge of first prin
ciples, insuring exemption from transmigration; but per
formance of religious ceremonies enjoined in the practical
Vedas, and especially the immolation of victims, for which
a heavenly reward, a place among the Gods, is promised.

It is not pure, observes the scholiast, for it is attended
with the slaughter of animals, which if not sinful in such
cases, is, to say the least, not harmless. The merit of it,
-therefore, is of a mixed nature. A particular precept ex
presses, "slay the consecrated victim:" but a general
maxim ordains, " hurt no sentient being/' It is defective,
since even the Gods, IN DR A and the rest, perish at the

• Car. 1 and 2 with Scholls.
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appointed period. It is in oth~r respects excessive, since
the felicity of one is a source of unhappiness to another.

Visible and temporal means, to which likewise reference
is made in the text, are medicine and. other remedies for
bodily ailment; diversion alleviating mental ills; a guard
against external injury; charms for defence from accidents.
Such expedients do not utterly preclude sufferance. But
true knowledge, say Indian philosophers, does 80; and
they undertake to teach the means of its attainment.

By three kinds of evidence, exclusive of intuition, which
belongs to beings of R. superior order, demonstration is
arrived at, and certainty is attained, by mankind: namely,
perception, inference, and affirmation.· All authorities
among the sane'hyas (PATANJALI and CAPILA, as well
as their respective followers) concur in asserting these.
Other sources of knowledge, admitted in different systems
of philosophy, are reducible to these three. Comparison,
or analogy, which the logicians of G6TAMA'S school add
to that enumeration, and tradition and other arguments,
which J ABIINI maintains (viz. capacity, nspect, and priva
tion of four sorts, antecedent, reciprocal, absolute, and total),
are all comprehended therein. Other philosophers, who
recognise fewer sources of knowledge, as CHARVACA, who
acknowledges perception only, and. the Vauuhictu, who
disallow tradition, are rejected lIJl insufficient authorities.t

Inference is of three sorts, equally admitted by the schools
of the Sane'hya and G6TAMA'S Nyaya, and in all distin
guished by the same denominations. The consideration of

them more properly belongs to the dialectic philosophy
than to this, and may therefore be postponed. It will be
here sufficient to state the simplest explanation furnished
by scholiasts of the Carica and Sutras, without going into
the differences which OCClli' in their expositions.

• Gar. 4. Pat. I. 7. Gnp. 1. t Com. on (Air. 5.
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. One sort, then, is the inference of an effect from a cause;
the second is that of a cause from an effect; the third is
deduced from a relation other than that of cause and effect.
Examples of them are, 1st. Rain anticipated-from a cloud
seen gathering. 2d. Fire concluded on a hill, whence
smoke ascends. 3d. A flower's appropriate colour pre
sumed where its peculiar scent is noticed; or motion of the
moon's orb, deduced from observation of it in different
aspects; or saltness of the sea, concluded from that of a
sample of sea water; or bloom surmised on mangoe-trees in
general, when an individual mangoe-tree is found in blossom.

In regard to the third kind of evidence, tradition or right
affirmation~· explained as intending true revelation,t com
mentators understand it to mean the Vedas or sacred writ,
including the recollections of those gifted mortals, who
remember passages of their former lives, and call to mind
events which occurred to them in other worlds; and exclud
ing, on the other hand, pretended revelations of impostors
and barbarians.

In a dialogue cited 'from the Vedas, one of the inter
locutors, the holy JAIG'iSHAVYA, asserts his presence, and
consequent recollection of occurrences~. through ten reno
vations of the universe' (Mahasarga).

In a more extended sense, this third kind of evidence is
the affirmation of any truth, and comprises every mode of
oral information or verbal communication whence knowledge

1a truth may be drawn.
From these three sources, by the right exercise of judg

ent and due application of reasoning, true knowledge is
derived, consisting in a discriminative acquaintance with
principles; which, in the Sane'hya s teni, are reckoned
to be not less than twenty-five; viz.

- -

VOL. 1.

• Pat. 1. 7.
R

t C-dr. 4 and 5.
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1. Nature, Pracrati or Mula-pracrati, the root or plaStic
origin of all: termed Prat£MM, the chiefone: the universal;
material cause; identified by the cosmogony of the hrmw
(in several of which the sane'kya philosophy is followed)

with M6:!la or illusion; and, bym~l. ts, with BrfJJ&*,
the power or energy of BRAHM1. t is eternal matter,
undiscrete; undistinguishable, as d titute of parts; infer
rible, from its effects: being productive, but no prod~

\ 2. Intelligence, called Budd'Ai and Makat or the great
~: the first production of nature, increate, proliie; being
itself productive of other principles. (It is identified by the
mythological sane'hya with the Hindu triad of Gods. A
very remarkable passage of the Matsya-purf.t:lta cited in the
sane'hya-so:I'a, after declaring that the great principle is
produced "from modified nature," proceeds to affirm,
" that the great one becomes distinctly known as three
"Gods, through the influence of the three qualities of
"goodness, foulness, and darkness; 'being one person,
" and three Gods,' (eea murtis tray6 defJah), namely,
" BRAHM1, VISHNU, and MAHBSWARA. In the aggre
" gate it is the deity; but, distributive, it appertains to
" individual beings.,"

3. Consciousness, termed d.haneara, or more properly
egotism, which is the literal sense of the term. The pecu
liar and appropriate function of it is (oohimlJ,na) selfish
oonviction; a belief that, in perception and meditation, "I"
am concerned; thay the objects of sense concern ME; in
short, that I AM. pt proceeds from the in¥ectual prin
ciple, and is productive of those which follow., ,
4~8. Five subtile particles, rudiments, or atoms, deno

minated Tarunatra; perceptible to beings ofa superior order,
but unapprdlended by the grosser senses ofmankind: derived
from the conscious principle, and themselves productive of
the five grosser elements, earth, water, fire, air, and space.
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9-19. Ele-ven organs of sense and action, which also
are productions of the conacious principle. Ten are ex
temal: viz. five of sense, and fiye of action. The eleventh
is internal, an organ both of sense and of action, termed
maMB or mind. The five instruments of sensation are, the
eye, the ear, the nose, the tongue, and the skin. The five
instruments of action are, 1st, voice, or the organ of speech;
2d, the hands; 3d, the feet; 4th, the excretory terrilinatiort
of the intestines; 5th, the organ of generation. Mind,
serving both for sense and action, is an organ by affinity,
being cognate with the rest.

These eleven organs, with the two principles of intelligence
and consciousness, are thirteen instruments of knowledge :
three internal, and ten external, likened to three \Varders
Ilnd ten gates.•

'An external sense perceives; the internal one examines;
cJnsciousness makes the selfish appVcation; and intellect
resolves: an external organ executes.,

20-24. Five elements, produced from the five elementary
particles or rudiments. 1st. A diffused, etherial fluid (acasa),

occupying space: it has the property of audibleness, being
the vehicle of sound, derived from the sonorous rudiment ot
etheriai atom. 2d. Air, which is endued with the properties
of audibleness and tangibility, being BeDsible to hearing and
touch; derived from the tangible rudiment or aerial atom.
3d. Fire, which is invested with properties of audibleness,
tangibility, and colour; sensible to hearing, touch, aad
sight: derived from the colouring rudiment Of igneous
atom. 4th. Water, which po88eBBeS the properties of audi
bleness, tangibility, colour, and savour; being sensible to
hearing, touch, sight, and taste: derived from the savoury .
rudiment or aqueous atom. 5th. Earth, which unites the

• Cdr. 32-35.
R2
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properties of audibleness, tangibility, colour, savour, and
odour; being sensible to hearing, touch, sight, taste, and
smell: derived from the odorous rudiment or terrene .atom.

25.1 Soul, termed PUTU6M, Pumas, or .Atman; which is
neither, produced nor productive. It is multitudinous, indi
vidual, sensitive, eternal, unalterable, immaterial.

The theistical sane'hya recognises the same principles;
understanding, however, by PUTU6ha, not individual soul
lone, but likewise GOD (iawara), the ruler of the world.
These twenty-five principles are summarily contrasted in

. e Carica. "Nature, root of all, is no production. Seven
principles; the GREAT or intellectual one, &C. are pro
ductions and productive. Sixteen are productions (unpro
~ctive). Soul is neither a production nor productive."·
To this passage a close resemblance will be remarked in

one which ~curs at the beginn.ing of ERlGEN A'S treatise
De Divisione Naturre;-where he~ distinguishes these four:
" That which creates and is not created; that which is

, " created and creates; that which is created and creates
" not; and that which neither creates nor is created."t

In several of the Upanishads of the Vedas a similar dis
tribution is affirmed, viz. " eight productive principles and
" sixteen productions."t

It is for contemplation of nature, and for abstraction from
it, that union of soul with nature takes place, as the halt
and the blind join for conveyance and for guidance (one

bearing 8JJd directed; the other borne and directing). By
that union of lJoul and nature, creation, consisting in the
development of intellect and the rest of the principles, is
effected.

The soul's wish is fruition or liberation. For either pur-

• car. 3. t J. SCOTI ERIGENAl de diu. nat. lib. 5.
t Garbha, PraS1la and Maitreya Upr.mishads.
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pose, it is in the first place invested with a subtile pe~n,

towards the formation of which the evolution of principles
proceeds no further than the elementary rudiments.· This
is composed then of intellect, consciousness, and mind, 88

well as the rest of the organs and instruments of life, con
joined with particles, or elementary rudiments, of five sorts:
.thus seventeen principles enter into its composition. t

This person or subtile frame, termed linga, linga-aanra,
or &Uc6hma-aarSra, is primeval, produced from original
nature at the earliest or initial development of principles.
It is unconfined; too subtile for restraint or hindrance (and

thence termed ativahica,~~sing the wind in swiftness};
incapable of enjoyment until it be invested with a grosser
body, ected nevertheless b sentiments.

. This is terme the rudimental creation tanmatra-sarga)•
.(The notion of an animated atom seems to be a compro
~ between the refined dogma of an immaterial soul, and

the difficulty which a gross understanding finds in grasping
.the comprehension of individual existence, unattached to
matter.)

The Jrosser body, with which a soul clad in its subtile
person is invested for the purpose of fruition, is composed of
the five elements; or of four, excluding the etherial, accord
ing to some authorities; or of one earth alone, according to

others.t That grosser body, propagated by generation, is
perishable. The subtile person is more durable, transmi
grating through successive bodies, which it assumes, as a
mimic shifts his disguises to represent various characters.

According to CAPJLA,§ 1lS he is interpreted by his echo
liast, there is intermediately a corporeal frame composed of
the five elements, but tenuous or refined. It is termed

• CUI'. 40. t Cap. 3.8. t Cop. 3. 16-18.

~ C<ir.3. 10. 11.
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.an~ht'147Ul sarwa, and is the vehicle of the subtile
person.

It is this, rather than the subtile person itself, which
in PATANJALI'S Y6gcWastra is conceived to extend, like
the flame of a. lamp OV& its wick, to a small distance above
the skull.

The corporeal creation (bkaJuica-Barga), coI18isting ri
lOuIs invested with gross bodies, comprises eight orders
of superior beings and five of inferior; which, together
with man, who forms a class apart, COll8titute fourteea
orders of beings, distributed in three worlds or classes.
. The eight superior orders of beings bear appellations
familiar to Hindu theology; Brahma, Prqjapatu, I-.dras,
Pitr'ts, Gand'harval, YacsRaa, Racsluuaa, and PufLcluuj
.gods or demi-gods, demons and evil spirits.

The inferior orders of beings are quadrupeds, distin
guished in two orders; birds; reptiles, fishes, and insects;
vegetables and unorganic substances.

Above is the abode of goodness, peopled by beings of
perior orders; virtue prevails there, and consequent bliss,
perfect however, inasmuch as it is transient. Beneath

the abode of darkness or illusion, where beings of an
inferior order dwell; stolidity or dulness is there prevalent.
Between is the human world, where foulness or pusion
predominates, attended with continual misery.

Throughout these worlds, sentient soul experiencea ill
arising from decay and death, until it be finally liberated
from its union with person.

Besides the grosser corporeal creation and the subtile or
penonal, all belonging to the material world, the S!mcV.ya
distinguishes an intellectual creation (pratyayOrSarga or
bJW,va-sarga), consisting of the affections of intellect, ita
sentiments or· faculties, which are enumerated in four
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c1881eS, as obstructing, disabling, contenting, or perfecting
the understanding, and amount to fifty.

Obstructions of the intellect are error, conceit, passion,
hatred, fear: which are severally denominated obscurity,
illUJioo, extreme illUllion, gloom, and utter darkn... TheBe
again are subdivided into sixty-two sorts; error comprisjng
eight species; illusion, u many; extreme illusion, ten;
gloom, eighteen; and utter darkness, the same number.

Error, or ob8curity, mistakes irrational nature, intellect,
consciousness, or anyone of the five elementary atoms,
for the lOul, and imagines liberation to consist in absorption
into one of those eight prolific principles.

Conceit, termed illusion, imagines transcendent power,
in any of its eight modes, to be deliverance from evil.
Thus beings of a superior order, as INnRA and th.e rest of
the gods, who pouess transcendent power of every sort,
conceive it to be perpetaal, and believe themselves im
mortal.

Pusion, called extreme illusion, concerns the five objects
of sense; sound, tact, colour, savour, and odour; reckoned
to be twice as many, as di1ferent to man and to superior

beings.
Envy or hatred, denominated gloom, relates to the same

ten objects of sense, and to eight-fold transcendent power,
furnishing the means of their enjoyment.

Fear, named utter darkness, regards the same eighteen
subjects, and consilts in the dread of ill attendant on their
1088 by death 01' by deprivation of power.

Disability of intellect, which constitutes the second cl88l,
comprising twenty-eight species, arises from defect or injury
of organs, which are eleven: and to these eleven sorts are
added the contraries of the two next cluses, containing
the one nine, and the other eight species, making a total
of tweDty~ht. Deafuess, blindness, deprivation of taste,

---- I
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want of smell, numbedness, dumbness, handlessness, lame
ness, costiveness, impotence, and madness, are disabilities
preventing performance of functions.
, Content or acquiescence, which forms the third class, is
either internal or external: the one four-fold, the other five
fold; viz. internal, 1st. Concerning nature; as, an opinion
that a discriminative knowledge of nature is a modification
of that principle itself, with a consequent expectation of
deliverance by the act of nature. 2d. Concerning the
proximate cause; as a belief that ascetic observances suffice
to ensure liberation. 3d. Concerning time; as a fancy
that deliverance will come in course, without study. 4th.
Concerning luck; as a supposition that its attainment
depends on destiny. External acquiescence relates to ab
stinence from enjoyment upon temporal motives: namely,-1st, aversion from the trouble of acquisition; or, 2d,
from that of preservation; and, 3d, reluctance to incur
loss consequent on use; or, 4th, evil attending on fruition;
or,5th, offence of hurting objects by the enjoyment of
them.
'. The perfecting of the intellect is the fourth class, and
comprises eight species. Perfection consists in the pre
vention of evil; and this being ihree-fold, its prevention is
so likewise; as is the consequent perfection of the under
standing. This is direct. The remaining five species are
indirect, viz. reasoning; oral instruction; study; amicable
intercourse; and purity, internal and external (or according
to another interpretation, liberality). They are means of
.arriving at perfection.

The Sanc'hya, as other Indian systems of philosophy, is
much engaged with the consideration of what is termed the
three qualities (guna): if indeed quality be here the proper
import of the term; for the scholiast of CAPILA under
~tands it as meaning, not quality or accident, but substance,
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a modification of nature, fettering the soul; conformably
with another acceptation of guna, signifying a cord.'"

The first, and highest, is goodness (sattwa). It is alle
viating, enlightening, attended with pleafkure and happi
ness; and virtue predominates in it. In fire it. is prevalent;
.wherefore.flame ascends, and sparks fly upwards. In man,
when it abounds, as it does in beings of a superior order,
it is the cause of virtue.

The second and middlemost is foulness or passion (rajas
or tijas). It is active, urgent, and variable; attended with
evil and misery. In air.it predominates, wherefore wind
llloves transversely. In living beings it is the cause of vice.

The third and lowest is darkness (tamas). It is heavy
.and obstructive; attended with sorrow, dulness, and illu
SIon. In earth and water it predominates, wherefore they
fall or tend downwards. In living beings it is the cause
qf stolidity. .
L These three qualities are not mere accidents of nature,
but are of its essence and enter into its composition. " We
" speak of the qualities of nature as we do of the trees of
" a forest," say the S6.nc'kyas.t In the Vedas they are
pronounced to be successive modifications, one of the other:
" All was darkness: commanded to change, darkness took.
" the taint of foulness; and this, again commanded, as-
" sumed the form of goodne~'!l.." I .

They co-operate for a purp~, by union of opposites:
as a lamp, which is composed of oil, a wick, and flame,t
substances inimical and contrary.

{

Taking the three qualities by which nature is modified,
for principles or categories, the number, before enumerated,
is raised to twenty-eight; as is by some authorities main
tained.§

• VUNyAN. on Cap. 1. 60. t sanc'hya.sara. t COr. 13.
§ VUNYANA-BHICSHU in Sdnc'hya-sa1'a and Capila-bhashya.
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To the intellect appertain eight~, effects, or pr0

perties: four partaking of goodnet18 ; namely, virtue, know
ledge, dispassion, and power; and four which are the
reverse of those, and partake of darkness, viz. sin, error,
incontinency, and powerlessness.

Virtue here intends moral or religious merit. Know
ledge is either exterior or interior; that is, temporal or spi
ritual. Interior or spiritual knowledge discriminates soul
from nature, and operates its deliverance from evil. Exte
rior or temporal knowledge comprehends holy writ, and
every science but self-knowledge.

Dispassion likewise is either exterior or interior; as pro
ceeding from a temporal motive, aversion from trouble; or
a spiritual impulse, the conviction that nature is a dream,
a mera.j'liiltt and illusion.

Power is eight-fold: consisting in thefaculty of shrinking
into a minute form, to which every thing is pervious; or
enlarging to a gigantic body; or assuming levity (rising
along a .sunbeam to the solar orb); or possessing unlimited
reach of organs (as touching the moon with the tip of a
finger); or irresistible will (for instance, sinking into the
earth, as easily as in water); dominion over all beings ani
mate or inanimate; faculty of changing the course of na
ture; ability to accomplish every thing desired.

The notion, that such transcendent power is attainable
by man in this life, is not peculiar to the sane'hya sect:
it is generally prevalent among the Hindus, and amounts to
a belief of magic. A Y6gt, imagined to have acquired
such faculties, is, to vulgar apprehension, a sorcerer, and is
,so represented in many a drama and popular tale.

One of the four chapters of PATANJALI'S Y6ga-8futra
(the third), relates almost exclusively to this subject, from
which it takes its title. It is full of directions for bodily
and mental e~ercises, consisting of intensely profound me-
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.ditatioo on· special topics, accompanied by suppression of
breath and restraint of the senses, while steadily maintain
ing prescribed postures. By such exercises, the adept
acquires. the knowledge of every thing past and futw'e,
remote or hidden; he divines the thoughts of others; gains
the strength of an elephant, the courage of a lion, and
the swiftness of the wind; flies in the air, floats in water,
dives into the earth, contemplates all worlds at one glance,
and performs other strange feats.

But neither power, however transcendent, nor dispassion,
or virtue, however meritorious, suffices tOr the attainment

beatitude. It 8e"es but to pJ'('pare the soul for that
absorbed contemplation, by which the great purpose of
deliverance is to be accomplished.

The promptest mode of attaining beatitude through ab
tlOrbed contemplation, is devotion to GOD; consisting in
repeated muttering of his mystical name, the syllable 6m,
at the same time meditating its signification. It is this
which constitutes efficacious devotion; whereby the deity,
propitiated, cOnfers on the votary th~that is sought;
precluding all impediments, and effecting the attainment of
an inward sentiment that prepares the soul for liberation.

" 'GOD, IswARA, the supreme ruler," according to P A-

TANJALI,. "is a soul or spirit distinct from other souls;
" unaffected by the ills with which they are beset; uncon
" cemed with good or bad deeds and their consequences,
" and with fancies or passing thoughts. In him is the
" utmost omniscience. He is the instructor of the earliest
~, beings that have a beginning (the deities of mythology);
" himself infinite, unlimited by time,"

CAPILA, on the other hand, denies an IswARA, ruler of
the world by volition: alleging that there is no proof of

• YiJga-iGstra 1. 23-24, and 26-29.
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~OD'S existence, unperceived b~the senses, not infeITed \
from reasoning, nor yet reveal~ He acknowledges, in- I
deed, a being issuing from nature, who is !ntelligence abso- i .
lute; source of all individual intelligences, and origin of .: :, ,
other existences successively evolved and developed. He;.
expreSBly affirms, " that the truth of such an IswARA is i :
" demonstrated :"t the creator of worlds, in such sense I
.of creation: for" the existence of effects," he says, "is I
" dependent upon consciousneSs, not upon isw ARA;" and {
" all else is from the great principle, intellect." ~ Yet that I

being is finite; having a beginning and an end; dating I
from the grand development of the universe, .to terminate
with the consummation of all things. But an infinite being,
creator and guide of the universe by volition, CAPILA posi
tively disavows. § "Dp.tached from nature, unaffected
" therefore by consciousness and the rest of nature's tram-
" mels, he could have no inducement to creation; fettered

" by nature, he could not be capable of creation. Guid_1
" ance requires proximity, as the iron is attracted by the
" magnet; and, in like manner, it is by proximity that liv
"ing souls govern individual bodies, enlightened by ani-
" mation as hot iron is by heat." .

Passages of admitted authority, in which GOD is named,
:relate, according to CAPILA and his followers, either to a
liberated soul or to a mythological deity, or that ~!
not supreme being whom mythology places in the Inidst of
~ muiiaanl? egg.

Such is the essential and characteristic difference of CA
PILA'S and PATANJALl'S, the atheistical and deistical,
Sanc'kyas.

In less momentous matters they differ, not upon points
of doctrine, but in the degree in which the exterior exer--

• Cap. 1.91--98; 3.52--55; 5.2--12; and 6.64--78.
t Cap. 3. 55. t Cap. 6. 65 an,l 66. 9 Cap. 1.
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cises, or abstruse reasoning and study, are weighed upon,
as requisite preparations of absorbed contemplation. P A

TANJALI'S Y6ga.:.sastra is occupied with devotional exer
cise and mental abstraction, subduing body and mind: CA

PILA is more engaged with investigation of principles and
reasoning upon them. One is more mystic and fanatical.
The other makes a nearer approach to philosophical disqui
sition, however mistaken in its conclusions.

The manner in which a knowledge of those principles 01' !
categories that are recognised by the ' Sane'ltyas may be i

acquired, is set forth in the Carica: " Sensible objects :
" become known by perception. It is by inference or rea- \
I( soning, that acquaintance with things transcending the
" senses is attained: and a truth, which is neither to be
" directly perceived nor to be inferred by reasoning, is de
l( duced from revelation. For various causes, things may
" be imperceptible or unperceived; dIstance, nearness, mi
l( nuteness; confusion, concealment; predominance of other
I( matters; defect of organs or inattention. It is owing to
If the subtlety of nature, not to the non-existence of this
I( original principle, that it is not apprehended by the
" senses, but inferred from its effects. Intellect and the
~' rest of the derivative principles are 'effects; whence it is
If concluded as their cause; in some respects analogous,
If but in others dissimilar.".

" Effect subsists antecedently to the operation of cause:"
a maxim not unlike that ancient one, that "nothing comes
I( of nothing;" for it is the material, not the efficient, cause,
which is here spoken of.

The reasons alleged by the Sanc'hyast are, that "what
" exists not, can by no operation of a cause be brought
" into existence:" that is, effects are educts, rather than
products. Oil is in the seed of sesamum before it is ex-

•

• Car. 6. 8. t Cdr. 9.
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pressed I rice is in the husk :rEtiS
1

eled; "milk is in
the udd\r before it is drawn. U Mate .als, too, are se-

C( lected, which are apt for the ..:' milk, not water,
is taken to make curds. U Every thing is not by ~ery

U means possible:" cloth, not earthen ware, may be made
with yam. U What is capable, does that to which it i9
U competent:" a potter does not wea'Ye cloth, but makes a

jar, from,. lump of clay, with a wheel and other;?'eo
ments. 'f The nature of cause and effect is the same: a
piece of cloth does not essentially differ from the 0'
which it is wove; as an ox does from a hone: barley, nof
rice or peas, grows out of barley-coms.

" There is a general cause, which is undistinguishable!"
This position is supported by divers arguments. " Specific
U objects are finite;" they are multitudinotUl and not uni
versal: there must then be a single aI~pervading cause:
Another argument is drawn from affinity: U homogeneous
DeBS indicates R cause!' An earthen jar implies a lump of
clay of which it is made; a golden coronet presumes a
mass of gold of which it was fabricated: seeing a rigidly

abstemious novice, it is readily concluded, says ~8Choliast,
that his parents are of the sacerdotal tribe. ere mustI
then be a cause bearing affinity to effects wh h are seen.
Another reason is " existence of effects through energy:"
there must be a cause adequate to the effects. A potter is
capable of fabricating pottery: he makes a pot, not a car,

nora piece of cl~h. The main argument ·rthe sane'"gar
on this point is \ U the parting or issuing f effects from
" cause, and the re--union of the universe." A type of thi8
is the tortoise, which puts forth its limbs, and again retracts
them within its shell. So, at the general destruction or
consummation of all things, taking place at an appointed
period, the five elements, earth, water, fire, air, and ether,

• Gar. 15. 16.
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eonstituting the three worlds, are withdrawn in the invel'8e

order of that in which they proceeded from the primary
principles, returning step by step to their first cause, the chief
and undistinguishable one, which is nature.

It operates by means of the three qualities of goodness,

fO~es8, and darkness. It dOO'l so by m~; as the
confluence of three streams forms one nver; for example,
the Ganges: or as threads interwoven constitute a piece of
~loth: and as a picture is a result of the union ofpigments.
It operates" b1-"¥¥3jficap' too: as water, dropped from
a cloud, absorbed by the roots of plants, and canied into the
fruit, acquires special flavour, so are different objects diversi
fi.ed by the influence of the several qualities respectively.
Thus, from one chief cause, which is nature, spring three
dissimilar worlds, observes the scholiast, peopled by gods
enjoying bliss, by men suffering pain, by inferior animals
affected with dulneSi. I t is owing to prevalence of particu
lar qualities. In the gods, goodnetls prevails, and foulness
and darkness are foreign; and therefore are the gods su

premely happy. In man, foulness is prevalent, and good
ness and darkness are strangers; wherefore man is eminently
wretched. In animals, darkness predominates, and good
ness and foulness are wanting; and therefore are animals
extremely dull.

The existence of soul is demonstrated by several argu
ments:· "The assemblage of sensible objects is for

aoothel"s use;" as a bed is for a sleeper, a chair for a
sitter: that other, who uses it, must be a sensitive being;
and the sensitive being is soul. The cooverse of sensible

objects endued with the three qualities, goodOeM, foulness,
and darkness, indiscriminate, common, inanimate, and pro

lific, must exist, devoid of qualities, discriminate, and so
forth: that is soul. "There must be superintendence;"

• car. 17.
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Ias there is a charioteer to a car: the superintendent of in
animate matter is soul. "There must be one to enjoy"
what is formed for enjoyment: a spectator, a witness of it:
that spectator is soul. "There is a tendency to abstrac
U tion:" the wise and unwise alike desire a termination of
vicissitude: holy writ and mighty sages tend to that con
summation; the final and absolute extinction of every sort
of pain: there must then be a being capable of abstraction,
essentially unconnect! with pleasure, pain, and illusion:
and that being is soul. .

There is not one sou to all bodies, as a string on which
pearls are strung; but a separate soul for each particular
body. "Multitude of souls" is proved by the following
arguments.. U Birth, death, and the instruments of life
U are allotted severally:" if one soul. animated all bodies,
one being born, all would be born; one. dying, all would
die; one being blind, or deaf, or dumb, all would be blind,
or deaf, or dumb; one seeing, aU would see; o! hearing,
all would hear; one speaking, all would speak Birth is
the union of soul with instruments, namely, inte eel, COD

sciousness, mind and corporeal o~ans; it is not a modifica
tion of soul, fpr. soul is UIijl.lterab Death is its abandon
ment of them; not an extinction of it, for it is unperishable.
Soul then is multitudinous. U Occupations are not at one
U time universally the same:" if one· sOul animated all
beings, then all bodies would be stirred by the same inHu-·
ence, but it is not so: some are engaged in virtue, others
occupied with vice; some restraining passions, others yield
ing to them; some involved in error, others seeking know
ledge. Souls therefore· are numerous. " Qualities affect
U differently:" one is happy; another miserable; and
again, another stupid. The gods are ever· happy; man,

• Cdr. 18.
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unhappy; inferior animals, dull. Were there but one soul,
all would be alike.

The attributes of the several principles, material and im
material, discrete and undiscrete, perceptible and impercepti
ble, are compared and contrasted. "A discrete principle,"
as is affirmed by the Sanc'hyas,· "is causable:" it is un
etemal, "inconstant," one while apparent, at another time
evanescent: it is "unpervading," not entering into all;
for effect is possessed with its cause, not cause with .its
effect: it is acted upon, and " mutable," changing from one
body to another: it is "multitudinous;" for there are· so
many minds, intellects, &c. as there are souls animating
bodies: it is" supported," resting upon its cause: it is in
volvable, "merging" one into another, and implying one
the other: it is " conjunct," consisting of parts or qualities;
as sound, taste, smell, &c.: it is " governed," or dependent
on another's will.

" The undiscrete principle" is in all these respects the
reverse: it is causeless, eternal, all pervading, immutable,
or unacted upon; single, as being the one cause of three
orders of beings; unsupported (relying but on itself);
uninvolvable (not merging or implying); unconjunct; con
sisting of no parts; self-ruled.

Discrete.principles, as well as the undiscrete one, have
the three qualities of goodness, foulness, and darkness: the
one (nature) having them in its own right, as its form or pro
perties; the rest, because they are its effects: as black
yarn makes black cloth. They are undiscriminating or
." indiscriminate;" not distinguishing quality from quality,
and confounding nature with qualities: for nature is not
distinct from itself, nor are qualities separate from it. They
are "objects" of apprehension and enjoyment for every

VOL. I.

• Car. 10, 11.

s
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soul, external·to discriminative knowledge, but subject." o~

it. '\rhey are "common," like an utensil, or like a harlo~
They are "irrational" or unsentient; unaware of pain or
pleasure: from an insensible lump of clay comes an in
sensible earthen pot. They are ., prolific;" 1e producing
or generating another: nature producing inte eet, and in
tellect generating consciousne88, and so forth

Soul, on the contrary, is devoid ofqualities; it is discrimi
native; it is no object of enjoyment; it is several or pecu
liar; it is sensitive, aware of pain and pleasure; unprolific,
for nothing is generated by it.

In these respects it differs from all the other principles.
On certain points it conforms with the undiscrete principle,
and differs from the discrete: in one regard it agrees wit
these and disagrees with the other: for it is not single, bu
on the contrary multitudinous; and it is causeless, etemal~

per:ading, i~mutable, .~supported, unmerging or unim1
plymg, unconJunct (coDl!lstmg of no parts), self-governed. i

The attributes of the perceptible, discrete principles and
of the undiscrete, indefinite one, are considered to be proved·
by the influence of the three \ualities in one instance, and
their absence in the converse! 'fld by conformity of cause
and effect: an argument much and frequently relied upon.l
It concerns the material, not the efficient, cause.

From the contrast between soul and the other principles,
it follows, as the Cf.t.rica t affirms, that "soul is witness,
" bystander, spectator, solitary and passive. Therefore, by
" reason of union with it, insensible body seems sensible:
" and, though the qualities be active, the stranger (soul)
U appears as the agent."

"Though inanimate, nature performs the office of Pre-:
" paring the soul for its deliverance, in like manner as it 18"

• Gar. 14. t Gar. 19,20.
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It a function of milk, an unintelligent sv.bstance, to nourish

" the calf.""
Nature is likened to a female dancer, exhibiting herself to

soul as to an audience, and is reproached with shameless
ness for repeatedly exposing herself to the rode gaze of the

spectator. "She desists, however, when she has sufficiently

" shown herself. She does so,. because she has been seen;

" he desists, because he has seen her. There is no further

" use for the world: yet the connexion of soul and nature

" still subsists."t
By attainment of spiritual knowledge through the study

of principles, the conclusive, incontrovertible, single truth

is learned: so the Carica declares ~ that It neither I AM,

nor is aught MINE, nor I exist."

" All which passes in consciousness, in intellect is reflected

" by the soul, as an image which sullies not the crystal,

"but appertains not to it. Possessed of this self-know

" ledge, soul contemplates at ease nature thereby debarred
" from prolific change, and precluded therefore from every

" other form and effect of intellect, but that spiritual saving
"knowledge.',§

" Yet soul remains awhile invested with body; as the

" potter's wheel continues whirling after the pot has been

" fashioned, by force of the impulse previously given to it.

" When separation of the informed soul from it.'!! corporeal
"frame at length takes place, and nature in respect of

" it ceases, then is absolute and final deliverance accom

" plished." \I
It Thus," concludes the Carica, It this abstruse knowledge,

" adapted to the liberation of soul, wherein the origin, dura-

• Gar. 75. t car. 59, 61, 66. : Gar. 64.
9 car. 65. II Gar. 67, 68.

s 2
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" tion, and termination of beings are considered, has been
" thoroughly expounded by the mighty saint. The sage
" compassionately taught it to ASURI, who communicated
" it to PANCHASIC'HA, and by him it was promulgated
" to mankind."·

• C6r. 69, 70.



IX.

On the PHILOSOPHY oj the HINDUS.

PART 11.-

{From the TranBactions of the Royal Asiatic Society,
vol. i. p. 92-118.]

IN the preceding essay, the Sanc'hya, theistical as well
as atheistical, was examined. The subject of the present
essay will be the dialectic philosophy of G6TAM A, and
atomical of CANADE, respeetiv.ely called Nyaya " reason
"ing," and VaiSeshica "particular." The first, as its
title implies, is chiefly occupied with the metaphysics of
logic; the second with physics: that is, with " particulars"
or sensible objects; and hence its name. They may be
taken generally as parts of one system, supplying each
other's_deficiencies; commonly agreeing upon such points
as are treated by both, yet on some differing, and therefore
giving origin to two schools, the Naiyayica and Vaue
shica..

From these have branched various subordinate schools of
philosophy; which, in the ardour of scholastic disputation,
have disagreed on matters of doctrine or of interpretation.
The ordinary distinction between them is that of ancients
and moderns; besides appellations derived from the names
of their favourite authors, as will be more particularly no
ticed in. another place.

The text of G6T AMA is a collection of 8utras or suc
cinct aphorisms, in five books or " lectures," each divided

- Read at a public meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, Feb. 21,1824.
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into two "days" or diurnal lessons; and these again sub
divided into sections or articles, termed pracarafuu, as
relating to distillct topics. It is a maxim, that a section is
not to consist of 80 little as a single BUtra; and to make
good the rule, some stress is occasionally put upon the text,
either splitting an aphorism or associating it incongruously.

CAN iDE'S collection of sutras is comprised in ten lec
tures. similarly divided into two daily lessons, and these
into pracarafuu, or sections, containing two or more sutras
relative to the same topic.

Like the text of other sciences amoDg the Hindus, the
sutras of G6TAMA and of CANADE have been explained
and annotated by a triple set of commentaries, under the
usual titles of Bltfultya, Vartica, and Tfca. These (the
Bltfultya especially) are repeatedly cited by modern com
mentators, as well as by writers of separate treatises; but
(so far as has come under my immediate notice) withOlit
naming the authors; and I cannot adventure. having no
present opportunity of consulting the original scholia in a
.collective form, to assign them to their proper authors,
from recollection of former researches.

They are of high authority, and probably of great anti
quity; and it frequently becomes a question with the later
commentators, whether a particular passage is to be taken
for a sutra and part of the text, or for a gloss of the an
tient scholiast.

Commentaries which are now at hand, and which have
been consulted in the course of preparing the present trea
tise, are the Val'tica-tatparya-parnudrl'hi of the celebrated
UDAYANACHARYA, and the Vartica-tatparya-ttca of the
no less celebrated VACHESPATI-MISRA. The more modem
scholia OfVISWANAT'HA upon G6TAMA'S text, and SAN
CARA-MISRA upon CAN iDE'S, are those to which most
frequent reference has .been made for the present purpose.
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Separate treatises of distinguished authors teach, and
amply discuss, the elements of the science. Such are the

Nyaya-Zllavatz of B ALLABHA-ACHARYA, following chiefly
CANADE'S system.

An easier, and more concise introduction than these

abstruse and voluminous works afford, is found requisite

to the initiatory study of the science. One of the most

approved elementary treatises is the Tarca-bltfuM of

CESAVA-MISRA, author of many other tracts. Though
adapted to the comprehension of the learner without thp

aid of a gloss, it has nevertheless employed the labour of

many commentators, expounding and illustrating it. Among
others may be named, in order of seniority, G6VERD'HAN A

MISRA in the Tarca-bhfuh6.-pracasa; GAURicA.NTA (au

thor likewise of the SadyuctimltctCwali) in the Bhfwart'ha
dipica; MAD'HAVADEVA (author ofthe Nyuyasura) in the

Tarca-bhfuh6.-sara-manjarz; besides RAM ALI NG A-CRYT I
in the Nyaya-sangraha, whose relative antiquity is less cer

tain; and BALIBHADRA, who is known to me only from

GAuRicANTA's citations.

Another compendious introduction to the study of Indian

logic is the PadO.rt'ka-dlpicu by C6NDA-BHAftA, a noted

grammarian, author of the Vaiyacarana MuS/woo, on the

philosophy of grammatical structure. It does not appear to
have had any commentator, and it needs none.

Metrical treatises, or memorial verses, comprising the
elements of the science, bear the ordinary denomination of

Carica. A work of this description is the CUAUmanjali,
with its commentary, by NARAYANA-TiRT'HA; another,

which likewilie is expounded by its author, is the Nyaya
Iancsn6pa of G6VINDA-BHAtticHARYA.

Elementary works only have been here spoken of. Dis
tinct treatises on divers branches of the whole subject, and

on various emergent topics, are innumerable. No depart-
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ment of science or literature has more engaged the atten
tion of the Hindus than the Nyaya; and the fruit of their
lucubrations has been an infinity of volumes, among which
are compositions of very celebrated schoolmen.

The order observed, both by G6TAMA and by CANADE,

in delivering the precepts of the scieuce which they engage
to unfold, is that which has been intimated in a passage of
the Vedas cited in the Bhfultya, as requisite steps of in
struction and study: viz. enunciation, definition, and in
vestigation. Enunciation (uddesa) is the mention of a
thing by its name; that is, by a term signifying it, all
taught by revelation: for language is considered to have
been revealed to man. Definition (lacsltana) sets forth a
peculiar property, constituting the essential character of a
thing. Investigation (par~cslt6) consists in disquisition
upon the pertinence and sufficiency of the definition. Con
sonantly to this, the teachers of philosophy premise the
terms of the science, proceed to the definitions, and then
pass on to the examination of subjects so premised.

In a logical arrangement the" predicaments" (padO,rt'ha),
or" objects of proof," are six, as they are enumerated by
CANADE;· viz. substance, quality, action, community, par
ticularity, and aggregation or intimate relation: to which a
seventh is added by other authors; privation or negation. t
Thus augmented, they compose a two-fold arrangement,
positive and negative (bhQ,va and aMava); the first com
prising six, the latter one. t

The Baudd'has, or followers of BUDD'HA, are said to
identify the predicaments with knowledge (jnyana); and
according to the Vedantls, who are pantheists, the predica
ments are identified with the universal being (Brahme) in
whom all exists. §

• C. l. 3
t Prul. Uip. 1.

t Tm'c. Bhash. 1.
§ Tarc, Bh6sh. and N. Sang. 2.4.
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Other categories are alleged by different authorities; as
power or enel'gy (sacti); similarity or resemblance (sa
dr'lSya); and many more. But the logicians of this school
acknowledge but six, or at most seven, abovementioned.

G6TAMA enumerates sixteen heads or topics: among
which, proof or evidence, and that which is to be proven,
are chief; and the rest are subsidiary 01' accessory, as
contributing to knowledge and ascertainment of truth.
Disputation being contemplated in this arrangement, several
among these heads relate to controversial discussion. They
are, 1st. proof; 2d, that which is to be known and proven;
3d, doubt; 4th, motive; 5th, instance; 6th, demonstrated
truth; 7th, member of a regular argument or syllogism;
8th, reasoning by reduction to absurdity; 9th, determiDa
tion or ascertainment; 10th, thesis or disquisition; llili,
controversy; 12th, objection; 13th, fallacious reason; 14th,
perversion; 15th, futility; 16th, confutation.·

The difference between these two arrangements is not
considered to amount to discrepancy. They are held to be
reconcileable: the one more ample, the other more suc
cinct; but both leading to like results.

The Sanc'kya philosophy, as shewn in a former essay,t
affirms two eternal principles, soul and matter; (forpracrzti
or nature, abstracted from modifications, is no other than
matter): and reckoning, with these two permanent prin
ciples, such as are transient, they enumerate twenty-five.

The Nyaya, as well as the Sane'kya, concur with other
schools of psychology in .promising beatitude, or (nikSreyas)
final excellence; and (m6cska) deliverance from evil, for the
reward of a thorough knowledge of the principles which
they teach; that is, of truth; meaning the conviction of
the soul's eternal existence separable from body.

• G. l. t Ante, p. 242, &c,
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Soul then, as the· Bnfukya affirms, is that which is to
be known and proven. G6TAMA, however, enumerates
Wlder this head, besides soul, its associate body, the ex
ternal senses, things or the objects of sense (that is, the
elements; and his followers here take occasion to introduce
CANAD Jl,'S six categories), intellect or Wlderstanding, mind
or the eternal organ, activity, fault, transmigration, £mit
or consequence of deeds, pain or physical evil, and lastly,
liberation; making, together with soul, twelve (pramega)
objects of proof, being topics of knowledge requisite for
deliverance.

J. Evidence or proof (pramana) by which those objects
are known and demonstrated, is of four kinds: perception;
inference of three sorts (consequent, antecedent, and ana
logous); comparison, and affirmation (comprehending tra
dition, as well as revelation). Inference apriori concludes
an effect from its cause; inference il posteriori deduces a
cause from its effect: another groWld ofinference is analogy.
Or one sort is direct and affirmative; another indirect or
negative; and the third. i& both direct and indirect.

Proof (pramana) is defined to be the efficient or espe
cial cause of actual knowledge: and this intends right
notion (anuMava); exclusive, consequently, of WTong notion;
as error, doubt, and reduction to absurdity, and likewise
exclusive of memory: for notion (anuMava) is knowledge
other than remembrance.

Ca.use (carano,) is that which is efficacious, necessarily
preceding an effect that cannot else be: and conversely,
effect (carya) is that which necessarily ensues and could not
else be.

For the relation of cause and effect, and for distinguish
ing different sorts of cause, connexion (sambandna) or
relation, in general, must be considered. It is two-fold:
simple conjunction (sany6ga), and aggregation or intimate
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and constant relation (8aTRavaya); the latter being the con
nexion of things, whereof one, 80 long as they coexist,
continues united with the other: for example, parts and
that which is composed of them, as yam and cloth; for so
long as the yam subsists the cloth remains. Here the con
aexion of the yam and cloth is intimate relation; but that
of the loom i. simple conjunction. Consonantly to thi.
distinction, CQuse is intimate or direct, producing aggre
gation or an intimately relative effect, as clay of pottery,
or yam of cloth: or it i. mediate or indirect, being proxi
mate to the aggregating cause, as conjunction of yam,
serving for the production of cloth: or thirdly, it is neither
direct nor indirect; but instromental or concomitant, as the
loom. Of positive things there must be three causes, and
the most efficacious is tenned the chief or especial caU8e:
of negative there is but one, which is the third abovemen
tioned.

This would be the place for an ample discussion of the
teve~ sorts of proof abovementioned. But they are topics
embracing too great a scope of disquisition in the Hiodu
philosophy, to be adequately considered within the limits
of the present essay. The subject, therefore, is reserved
fur future consideration, in a connected view of it, with rela
tion to the various Indian syst.ems of philosophising, after
they shall have been severally examined.

n. 1. The first and most important of twelve objects of
evidence or matters to be proven, enumerated by G6TAMA,

is soul.· It is the site of knowledge or sentiment: dis
tinct from body and from the 8enses; different for each
individual coexistent pe-l'Son; infinite; eternal; perceived by
the mental organ; and demonstrated by its peculiar attri
butes, intellect, &c. For knowledge, desire, aversion, voli-

_. G. 1. 1. 3. 2. and 3. 1. I-Ii. Tarc. BMr8It. 2. I. '



268 ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE HINDUS.

tion, pain and pleasure, severally and collectively, argue
the existence of soul: since these are not universal attri
butes, as number, quantity, &.c. common to all substances;
but are peculiar and characteristic qualities, apprehended
exclusively by one organ, as colour and other peculiar
qualities are; yet belonging not to apparent substances, as
earth, and the rest; and arguing therefore a distinct sub
stratum, other than space, time and mind, to which uni
versal, not peculiar, qualities appel'tain. That distinct sub
stance, which is the substratum of those peculiar qualities,
is the soul.

This concerns the living soul {j'vatma), the animating
spirit of individual person. Souls then, as is expressly
affirmed, are numerous. But the supreme soul (Para
matmo.) is one: the seat ofeternal knowledge; demonstrated
as the maker of all things.t

The individual soul is infinite; for whithersover the body
goes there the soul too is present. It experiences the fruit
of its deeds; pain or pleasure. It is eternal, because it is
infinite; for whatever is infinite is likewise eternal; as the
etherial element (acasa).

Being a substanCl!,though immaterial, as a substratum
of qualities, it is placed in CANADE'S arrangement as one
of nine substances which are there recognised.t

It has fourteen qualities: ·viz. number, quantity, seve
ralty, conjunction, disjunction, intellect, pleasure, .pain,
desire, aversion, volition,. merit, demerit, and faculty of
imagination.

2; The second among matters to be proven in G6TAMA'S

enumeration, is body.· It is the site of effort, of organs of
sensation, and of sentiment of pain or pleasure,:!:

It is an ultimate compound; the seat of soul's· enjoy-

• Pad. Dip. I. 8 t G. I. t G. 1. 1. 3. 3.
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ment. It is a whole, composed of parts; a framed sub
stance, not inchoative: associated with which, soul expe
riences fruition; that is, immediate presence of pain or of
pleasure, in relation to itself.

It is the site of effort; not of motion simply, but of action
tending to the attainment of what is pleasing, and to the
removal of what is displeasing.·

It is earthly; for the qualities of earth are perceived in it:
(namely, :smell, colour, solidity, &.c.): and it is expressly
pronounced so by more than one passage of the Vedas.
According to some opinions, it consists of three elements,
earth, water, and light or heat; for the peculiar qualities of
those elements are perceptible in it, since it has smell, clam
miness, and warmth: or it consists of four, since there is
inspiration as well as expiration of air: or of five, as indi
cated by odour, moisture; digestion, breath, and cavities.t
Those opinions are controverted by the Nyaya. It consists
not of five, nor of four elements: else, as CANADE argues,
it would be invisible; for the union of visible with invisible
objects is so : instance wind. Nor does it consist of three
visible elements, nor of two; for there is no intimate inchoa
tive union of heterogeneous substan~.t This last reason
is alleged likewise by CAP I LA: heterogeneous materials
cannot enter into the same composition.§

Besides human and other bodies of this .world, all which
are terrene, there are, in other worlds, aqueous, igneous, and
aerial bodies. In these, too, there is union with an element,
for soul's fruition.1I
. Earthly body is two-fold; sexually bred, or not so bred :
the first, is either viviparous or oviparous: the second results
from concurrence of particles by an unseen or predestined

• Tare. Bh68h. and Com. t G.3. 1.6.1-5.
t·CAN.4 2.1. and Com. ~ CAP. 3.16-18 and 5. 99.

II BM8hya on G6T.



270 ON THE PHILQSQPHY &F THE HINDUS.

et.U86, and peculiar disposition of atoms. That 'such beings
are, is proved from authOl;ty of the Vedas, which reveal
J:reu.tion of gods and demi-gods.

Or the distinction is between such as are propagated by
flexes or are otherwise generated. The latter comprehends
equivocal generation of WonIlS, nits, maggots, gnats, and
other vermin, considered to be bred in sweat or fermented
filth; and germination of plants sprouting from the grotmd.
Accordingly, the distinct sorts of body are five: Ist, un~

generated; 2<1, uterine or viviparous; 3d, oviparous; 4th,
engendered in filth; 5th, vegetative or germinatiJ;lg.·

3. Next, among objects of proof, are the organsof seuga.
tion. An organ of sense is defined as an instrument of
knowledge, conjoined to the body and imperceptible to the
senses·t

There are five external organs: smell, taste, sight, touch,
and bearing. They are not modifications of COnsciOU5116SS

(as the Sanc'hYa8 maintain), but material, constituted of the
elements, earth, water, light, air, and ether, respeetively.t

The pupil of the eye is not the organ of sight (as the
Baudd'kas affirm); nor is the outer ear, or opening of the
auditory passage, the organ of hearing: but a ray of light,
proceeding from the pupil of the eye towards the objecrt
viewed, is the visual organ; and ether, contained in the
cavity of the ear, and commtmicating by intermediate ether
with the object heard, is the organ of hearing. That ray of
light is not ordinarily visible: just as the effulgence of a
torch is unseen in meridian sunshine. But, under particu~

Jar circumstances, u. glimpse of the visual ray is obtained.
For instance, in the dark, the eye of a cat or other animal
prowling at night.

• Pad. Dip. and M1DR. on Cis. t Tare. Blias".
: GOT. J. I. 3. 4-5 and 3. 1. 7 and 8.
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The organ of vision then is lucid; and, in like manner,
the organ of hearing is etherial; and that of taste, aqueous
(as saliva); and offeeling, aerial; and ofsmelling, earthly.

The site of the visual organ is the pupil of the eye;
of the auditory organ, the orifice of the ear; of the olfactory
organ, the nostril or tip of the nose; of the taste, the tip of
tile tongue; of the feeling, the skin.

Objects apprehended by the senses, are odour, flavour,
colour, touch (or temperature), and sound; which are
qualities appertaining to earth, water, light, air, and ether••

The existence of organs of sense is proved by inference,
from the fact of the apprehension of those objects : for ap
prehension implies an instrument to effect it, since it is an
act, in like manner as the act of cutting implies an instru
ment, as an axe or a knife.

The organs are six, including an internal organ, termed
manas, or mind: not five only, as the followers of BUDD'HA

maintain, disallowing an internal sense; nor 80 many as
eleven, which the Sane'ltyas affirm, comprehending with the
senses the organs of action, which they reckon five.t

Mind is the instrument which effects the apprehension of
pain, pleasure, or interior sensations; and, by its union with
external senses, produces knowledge of exterior objects ap
prehended through them, as colour, &'c., but not indepen-

dently of those senses, for outward objects. '/"-
Its existence is proved by singleness of sensation: stnee

various sensations do not arise at one time to the same 8Oul.
They only seem to do 80 when passing rapidly, though suc
cessively; as a firebrand, whirled with velocity, seems a
ring of6re.

It is single; that is, for each tkml, one: not 110 many
minds as there are external senses. 'Vhen it is conjoined

• G6T. J. ], 3. 6 t GAU. on CiS.
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with anyone of the outW8.1'd organs, knowledge is recei~ed

through that organ: when not 80 conjoined, none comes
through that 8en8e, but through any other with which it
then is associated.·

It is not infinite, being imperceptible to the touch, like
the etherial element, as the Mfmflnsa maintainB; t but it
is minutely small, as an atom. Were it infinite, it might be
united with every thing at once, and all 8ensations might
be contemporaneous. It is imperceptible to sight, ,touch,
and other senses, and is inferred from rea8Oning, as follows:
There must be an instrument of apprehension of pain and
pleasure; which instrument must be other than the sight, or
any external sense; for pain and pleasure are experienced
though sight be wanting. Such instrument of painful or
pleasurable sensation is termed mind (manas).

It is eternal, and is distinct from soul as well as from
body, wi!h which it is merely conjoined.

It,is reckoned by CANADE among substances; and is the
substratum of eight qualities, none of which are peculiar to
it, being all common to other substances: viz. number,
quantity, individuality, conjunction, disjunction, priority,
subsequence, and faculty.t

4. Next in G6TAMA'S arrangement are the (art'ha) ob
jects of sense; that is, of the external senses: and he
enumerates odour, taste, colour, feel, and 8OUlld, which are
the peculiar qualities of earth, and the rest of the elements
respectively.~

Under this head CESAV A places the categories (padart'luJ)
of CANADE, which are .six ; substance, quality, &c.

I. Substance is the intimate cause of an aggregate effect
or product: it is the site of qualities and of action; or

• G6T. 1. 1. 3. 8. aud 3. 2. 6.
f G.w. on Cfs.

t Pad. Dip.
II G6T. 1. 3. 5.
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that in which qualities abide, and in which action takes
place.·

Nine are enumerated, and no more are recognised.
Darkness has been alleged by some philosophers; but it is
no substance; nor is body a distinct one; nor gold, which
the Jrzma:nsacas affirm to be a peculiar substance.

Those specified by CANADE are:
1. Earth, which besides qualities common to most sub

stances (as number, quantity, individuality, conjunction,
disjunction, priority, posteriority, gravity, fluidity, and
faculty of velocity and of elasticity), has colour, savour,
odour, and feel, or temperature. Its distinguishing quality
is smell; and it is succinctly defined as a -substance odor
OUll. t In some instances, as in gems, the smell is latent;
but it becomes manifest by calcination.

It is eternal, as atoms; or transient, as aggregates. In
either, those characteristic qualities are transitory, and are
maturative, as affected by light and heat: for by union
with it, whether latent or manifest, former colour, taste,
smell, and temperature are in earth of any sort annulled,
and other colour, &C. introduced.

Aggregates or products are either organised bod1es, or
organs of perception, or unorganic masses.

Organised earthly bodies are of five sorts [see body].
The organ of smell is terreOUB. Unorganic masses are
stones, lumps of clay, &c. The union of integrant parts is
hard, soft, or cumulative, as stones, flowers, cotton, &c.

2. Water, which has the qualities of earth; excepting
smell, and with the addition of viscidity. Odpur, when
observable in water, is adscititious, arising from mixture of
earthy particles.

CAN. 1. 1. 4. 1. Cis. and Com. Pad. Dip.
t CAN. 2. 1. 1. 1.

VOL. I. T
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The distinguishing quality of water is coolness. It is
accordingly defined as a substance cool to the feel.

I t is eternal, .as atoms; transient, as aggregates. The
qualities of the first are constant likewise; those of the
latter inconstant.

Organic aqueous bodies are beings abiding in the realm
of VARUNA. The organ of taste is aqueous: witness the
saliva. Unorganic waters are rivers, seas, rain, snow, hail, &c.

It is by some maintained, that hail is pure water ren
dered solid by supervention of an unseen virtue: others
imagine .its eolidity to be owing to mixture of earthy
particles.

3. Light is eoloured, and illumines other substances;
and to the feel is hot: which is its distinguishing quality.
It is defined as a substance hot to the feel. [Heat, then,
and light, are identified as one substance.]

It has the qualities of earth, except smell, taste, and
gravity. It is eternal, as atoms; not so, as aggregates.

Organic luminous bodies are beings abiding in the solar
realm. The visual ray, which is the organ of sight, is lucid
[see organs of perception]. Unorganic light is reckoned
fourfold: earthy, celestial, alvine, and mineral. Another
distinction concerns sight and feel; as light or heat may'be
either latent or manifest, in respect of both sight and feel, or
differently in regard to either. Thus fire is both seen and
felt; the heat of hot water is felt, but not seen; moonshine
is seen, but not felt; the visual ray is neither seen nor felt.
Terrestrious light is that, of which the fuel is earthy, as
fire.' Celestial is that, of which the fuel is watery, as
lightning, and meteors of various sorts. Alvine is that, of
which the fuel is both earthy and watery: it is intestinal,
which digests food and drink. Mineral is that which is
found in pits, as gQld. For some maintain that gold is
solid light; or, at least that the chief ingredient is light,
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which is rendered solid by mixture with some particles of
earth. Were it mere earth, it might be calcined by fire
strongly urged. Its light is not latent, but overpowered
by the colour of the earthy particles mixed with it. In the
Mim&naa, however, it is reckoned a distinct substance, as
before observed.

4. Air is a colourless substance, sensible to the feel;
being temperate (neither hot, nor cold). Besides this its
distinguishing quality, it has the same common qualities
with light, except fluidity (that is number, quantity, indivi
duality, conjunction, disjunction, priority, subsequence, and
faculty of elasticity and velocity).

Its existence as a distinct substance is inferred from feel
ing. The wind, that blows, is apprehended as temperate,
independently of the influence of light: and this tempera
ture, which is a quality, implies a substratum; for it cannot
.8ubsist without one: that substratum is air; different from
water, which is cold; and from light, which is hot; and
·from earth, which is adventitiously warm by induction of
light.

Air is either eternal as atoms, or transient as aggregates.
Organic aerial bodies are beings inhabiting the atmosphere,
and evil spirits (PiS/u;/uUJ, &c.) who haunt the earth. The
organ of touch is an aerial integument, or air diffused over
the cuticle. Unorganic air is wind, which agitates trees
.and other tremulous objects. To these may be added, as
a fourth kind of aerial aggregates, the breath and other
vital airs.

5. Ethel' (acasa), which is a substance that has the
.quality of sound. Besides that its peculiar and distin
guishing quality, it has number (viz. unity), quantity,
individuality, conjunction, and disjunction. It is infinite,
one, and eternal.

The existence of an etherial element as a distinct sub
T2
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stance is deduced, not from distinct perception, but from
inference. Sound is a peculiar quality; for, like colour
and other peculiar qualities, it is apprehended by only one
external organ of such beings as men are: now a quality
abides in a substance which is qualified; but neither soul,
nor anyone of the four elements, earth, water, light, and
air, can be its substratum, for it is apprehended by the
organ of hearing: the qualities of earth, and the rest are
not apprehended by the hearing, but sound is; therefore it
is not a quality of those substances; nor is it a quality of
time, space, and mind; since it is a peculiar quality, and
those three substances have none but such as are common
to many: therefore a substratum, other than all these, is
inferred; and that substratum is the etherial element. It
is one; for there is no evidence of diversity; and its unity
is congmous, as infinity accounts for ubiquity. It is infi
nite, because it is in effect found every where. It is eternal,
because it is infinite.

I t appears white, from connexion with a lucid white orb;
as a rock-crysta1 appears red by association with a red
object. The blue colour of a clear sky is derived, accord
ing to PATANJ ALI, from the southern peak of the great
mountain Sumeru, which is composed of sapphire. On
other sides of Sumeru the colour of the sky is different,
being borrowed from the hue of the peak which overlooks
that quarter. Others suppose that the black colour of the
pupil of the eye is imparted to the sky (blue and black
being reckoned tinges of the same colour), as a jaundiced
eye sees every object yellow.

The organ of hearing is etherial, being a portion of ether
(acasa) confined in the hollow of the ear, and (as affirmed
by the author of the Pad!lrt'ha d'pica) endued with a
particular and unseen virtue. In the ear of a deaf man,
the portion of ether which is there present is devoid of that
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particular virtue, and therefore it is not a perfect and effi
cient auditory organ.

6. Time is inferred from the relation of priority and sub
sequence, other than that of place. It is deduced from the
notions of quick, slow, simultaneous, &'c., and is marked
by association of objects with the sun's revolutions.

Young. is the reverse of old, as old is of young. This
contrast, which does not concern place, is an effect, needing
a cause other than place, &c. That cause is time.

It has the qualities of number, quantity, individuality,
conjunction, and disjunction. It is one, eternal, infinite.

Though one, it takes numerous designations; as past,
pre$Cnt, and future, with reference to acts that are so.

7. Place, or space, is inferred from the relation of priority
and subsequence, other than that of time. It is deduced.
from the notions of here and there.

It has the same common qualities as time; and like it,
is one, eternal, infinite.

Though one, it receives various designations, as east, west,
north, south, &c., by association with the sun's position.

8. Soul, though immaterial, is considered to be a sub
stance, as a substratum of qualities. It is eighth in
CANADE'S aITangement. In G6TAMA'S it is first among
things to be proven [Bee before].

9. Mind, according to CAN ADE, is a ninth substance;
and, in G6TAMA'S arrangement, it recurs in two places, as
one of the twelve matters to be proven; and again, under
the distinct head of organs of sensation, being reckoned an
internal sense [see before].

Material substances are by CANADE considered to be

primarily atoms; and secondarily, aggregates. He main
tains the eternity of atoms; nnd their existence and aggre
gation are explained as follows:"

• CAN. 2. 2. 2. 1. CES. &:c.
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The mote, which is seen in a sunbeam, is the smallest per...:
ceptible quantity. Being a substance and an effect, it must
be composed of what is less·than itself: and this likewise is
a substance and an effect; for the component part of a
substance that has magnitude must be an effect. This
again must be composed of what is smaller, and that smaller
thing is an atom. It is simple and uncomposed; else the
series would be endless: and, were it pursued indefinitely,
there would be no difference of magnitude between a mus
tard-seed and a mountain, a gnat and an elephant, each
alike containing an infinity of particles. The ultimate atom
then is simple.

The first compound consists of two atoms: for one does
not enter into composition; and there is no argument to
prove, that more than two must, for incohation, be united.
The next consists of three double atoms; for, if only two
were conjoined, magnitude would hardly ensue, since it
must be produced either by size or number of particles; it
cannot be their size, and therefore it must be their number.
Nor is there any reason for assuming the union of four
double atoms, since three suffice to originate magnitude."
The atom then is reckoned to be the sixth part of a mote

visible in a sunbeam. t
Two earthly atoms, concurring by an unseen peculiar

virtue, the creative will of GOD, or time, or other competent
cause, constitute a double atom of earth; and, by concourse
of three binary atoms, a tertiary atom is produced; and,
by concourse of four triple atoms, a quaternary atom; and
so on, to a gross, grosser, or grossest mass of earth: thus
great earth is produced; and in like manner, great water,
from aqueous atoms; great light, from luminous; and great
air, from aerial. The qualities that belong. to the effect are

• Cis. t Pad. Dip.
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those which appertained to the integrant part, or primary
particle, as its material cause: and conversely, the qualities
which belong to the cause are found in the effect.

The dissolution of substances proceeds inversely. In the
integra.nt parts of an aggregate substance resulting from
composition, as in the potsherds of an earthen jar, action
is induced by pressure attended with velocity, or by simple
pressure. Disjunction ensues; whereby the union, which
was the cause of incohation of members, is annulled; and
the integral substance, consisting of those members, is re
solved into its parts, and is destroyed; for it ceases to sub
sist as a whole.

II. Quality is closely united with substance; not, how
ever, as an intimate cause of it, nor consisting in motion,
but common; not a genUA, yet appertaining to one. It is
independent of conjunction and disjunction; not the cause
of them, nor itself endued with qualities.

Twenty-four are enumerated. Seventeen only are, in
deed, specified in CANADE'saphorisms;· but the rest are
understood.

1. Colour. It is a peculiar quality to be apprehended
only by sight; and abides in three substances; earth,
water, and light. It is a characteristic quality of the last;
and, in that, is white and resplendent. In water, it is
white, but without lustre. In the primary atoms of both
it is perpetual; in their products, not so. In earth it is vari
able ; and seven colours are distinguished: viz. white, yeL
low, green, red, black, tawny (or orange), t and variegated.
The varieties of these seven colours are mnny, unenume
rated. The six simple colours occur in. the atoms of

• CAN. 1. 1. 2.2. and 1. 1. 4. 2.
t One commentator (M;:DHAVADfv.q specifies blue in place of

orange; another (GAURfdNTA) omits both, reducing the colours to
six.



280 ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE HINDUS.

earth; and the seven, including ftriegated, in its double
atom., and more complex forms. The colour of iotegrant
parts is the cause of colour in the integral substance.

2. Savour. It is a peculiar quality, to be apprehended
only by the organ of taste; and abides in two substances,
earth and water. It is a characteristic quality of the last;
and in it is sweet. It is perpetual in atoms of water; not
so in aqueous products. In earth it is variable; and six
sorts are distinguished: sweet, bitter, pungent, astringent,
acid, and saline.

3. Odour. It is a peculiar quality, to be apprehended
only by the organ of smell; and abides in earth alone,
being its distinguishing quality. In water, odour is adsci
titious, being induced by union with earthy particles; as
a clear crystal appears red by association with a hollyhock,
or other flower of that hue. In air also it is adscititious:
thus a breeze, which has blown (Wer blossoms, musk, cam
phor, or other scented substances, wafts fragrant particles
of the blossoms, &c. The flowers are not tom, nor the

musk diminished; because the parts are replaced by a repro
ductive unseen virtue. However, camphor and other vola
tile substances do waste.

Two sorts of odour are distinguished, fragrance and
stench.

4. Feel, and especially temperature. It is a peculiar
quality, to be apprehended only by the skin or organ of
feeling. It abides in four substanCes; earth, water, light,
and air; and is a characteristic quality of the last.

Three sorts are distinguished, cold, hot, and temperate.
In water, it is cold; in light, hot; in earth and in air,

temperate. Divers other sorts, likewise, are noticed; as
hard and soft, and diversified, &c.

These four qualities are latent in minute substances, as
atoms and double atoms; manifest to perception in product~
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or aggregates of greater magnitude. A mote in a sunbeam
may be seen, though not felt. The colour of the visual ray,
or organ of sight, is ordinarily imperceptible.

5. Number. It is the reason of perceiving and reckon
ing one, two, or many, to the utmost limit of numeration.
The notion of number is deduced from comparison. Of
two masses seen, this is one, and that is one: hence the
notion of two, and so of more.

It is an universal quality, common to all substances with
out exception.

It is considered to be of two sorts, unity and multitude;
or of three, monad, duad, and multitude. Unity is either
eternal or transient: eternal unity regards eternal things;
that which is uneternal, concerns effects or t1'lUlsitory sub
stances.

6. Quantity. It is the special cause of the use and per
ception of measure.

It is an universal quality, common to all substances.
I t is considered to be fourfold: great and small; long

and short.
Extreme littleness and shortness are eternal; as mind,

or as atoms, whether single or double, &c. Extreme length
and greatness (termed infinite) are likewise eternal, as ether.

Within these extremes is inferior magnitude or finite
quantity; which is uneternal. It is of various degrees in
length and bulk, more or most; from the mote or tertiary
atom, upwards, to any magnitude short of infinite.

The finite magnitude of products or effects results from
number, size, or mass. Multitude of atoms, bulk of par
ticles, and heap of component parts, constitute magnitude.
The latter, or cumulation of patticles, concerns a loose
texture. The others, close or compact.

Infinity transcends the senses. An object may be too
great, as it may be too small, to be distinguished.
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7. Individuality, severalty, or separateness, is a quality
common to all substances.

It is of two sorts; individuality of one or of a pair; or it
is manifold, as individuality of a triad, &C. Simple indi
viduality is eternal, in respect of eternal things; transient,
in reg8.1'd to such as are transitory. Individuality of a
pair or triad, &.c. is of course transitory: it results from
comparison, as duad or triad does.

8. Conjunction is a transient connexion.
It is an universal quality incident to all substances and is

transitory•
It implies two subjects, and is threefold: arising from

the act of either or of both, or else from conjunction; being
simple, or reciprocal, or mediate. The junction of a falcon
perching, which is active, with the perch whereon it settles,
which is passive, is conjunction arising from the act oCone.
Collision of fighting rams, or of wrestlers, is conjunction
arising from the act of both. Contact of a finger with a
tree occasions the conjunction of the body with the tree;
and this is mediate.

9. Disjunction. It is the converse of conjunction; ne
cessarily preceded by it, and, like it, implying two subjects.
It is not the mere negation of conjunction, nor simply the
dissolution of it.

The knowledge of this quality, as well as of its coun
terpart, is derived from perception.

It is an universal quality incident to all substances and is
simple, reciprocal, or mediate. A falcon taking flight from
a rock, is an instance of disjunction arising fi:om the act of
one of two subjects; the active from the inactive. The
parting of combatants, rams or wrestlers, is an example of
disjunction arising from the act of both. Disjunction of
the body and the tree, resulting from the disunion of the
finger and the tree, is mediate.
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10.-11. Priority and posteriority. These qualities, being
contrasted and correlative, are considered together. They
are of two sorts, concerning place and time. In respect
of place, they are proximity and distance; in regard to
time, youth and antiquity. The one concerns (murta) defi
nite bodies, consisting of circumscribed quantity; the other
affects generated substances.

The knowledge of them is derived from comparison.
Two masses being situated in one place, nearness is de

duced from the conjunction of one with place as associated
by comparison, referring primarily to the person of the spec
tator; or, secondarily, to other correlatives ofplace. Where
least conjunction of conjunct things intervenes, it is near
ness; where most does, it is remoteness. Thus, Prayaga
is nearer to Mat'ltura than Cfu~, and Cfu~ remoter from it
than Prayaga.

In like manner, one of two masses, not restricted to
place, is young, as deduced from the association of the
object with time, by comparison discriminating that which
is connected with least time. Another is old, which is
connected with most time. Here time is determined by
revolutions of the sun.

12. Gravity is the peculiar cause of primary descent or
falling...

It affects earth and water. Gold is affected by this
quality, by reason of earth contained in it.

In the absence of a countervailing cause, as adhesion,
velocity, or some act of volition, descent results from this
quality. Thus a cocoa-nut is withheld from falling by ad
hesion of the foot-stalk; but, this impediment ceasing on
maturity of the fruit, it falls.

According to UDAYANA ACHARYA, gravity is impercep-

• Tare. Bllash. and Pad. Dip.
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tible, butto be inferred from the act of falling. BALLABHA

maintains, that it is perceived in the position of a thing de
scending to a lower situation.

Levity is not a distinct quality, but the negation of
gravity.

13. Fluidity is the cause of original trickling.·
It affects earth, light, and water. It is natural and es

sential in water; adscititious in earth and light; being
induced by exhibition of fire in molten substances, as lac,
gold, &c.

Fluidity is perceptible by the external senses, sight and
touch.

In hail and ice, fluidity essentially subsists; but is ob
structed by an impediment arising from an unseen virtue
which renders the water solid.

14. Viscidity is the quality of clamminess and cause of
agglutination. It abides in water only. In oil, liquid but
ter, &c., it results from the watery parts of those liquids.t

15. Sound is a peculiar quality of the etherial element,
and is to be apprehended by the hearing. It abides in
that element exclusively, and is its characteristic quality.
Two sorts are distinguished: articulate and musical.:!:

To account for sound originating in one place being
heard in another, it is observed, that sound is propagated by
undulation, wave after wave, radiating in every direction,
from a centre, like the blossoms of a NaucIea. It is not the
first, nor the intermediate wave, that is the sound heard,
but the last which comes in contact with the organ ofhear
ing; and therefore it is not quite correct to say, that a drum
has been heard. Sound originates in conjunction, in dis
junction, or in sound itself. The conjunction of cymbals,
or that of a drum and stick, may serve to exemplify the

• Tare. Bhash. and Pad. Dip. t Ibid. and Siddk. Sang.
t Ibid. and GAU. &c.
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first. It is the instrumental cause. The rustling of leaves
is an instance of disjunction being the cause of sound. In
some cases, sound becomes the cause of sound. In all, the
conformity ofwind, or its calmness, is a concomitant cause :
lOr an adverse wind obstructs it. The material cause is in
every case the etherial fluid; and the conj unction of that
with the sonorous subject is a concomitant cause.

The ~mansa affirms the eternity of sound. This is con
tested by the Naiya:!licfJ6, who maintain, that were it
eternal, it could not be apprehended by human organs of
sense.

16-23. The eight following qualities are perceptible by
the mental organ, not by the external senses. They are
qualities of the soul, not of material substances.

16. Intelligence (budd'hi) is placed by CA:HDE among
qualities; and by G6TAMA, fifth among objects of proof.
It will be noticed in that place.

17 and 18. Pleasure and pain are among qualities enumer
ated by CANADE. Pain or evil is placed by G6TAMA

among objects of proof; where (under the head of deliver...
ance) it will be further noticed, with its converse.

19 and 20. Desire and aversion are the two next in order
among qualities. Desire is the wish of pleasure and of hap
piness, and of absence of pain. Passion is extreme desire ;
it is incident to man and inferior beings. The supreme
being is devoid of passion. Neither does desire intend
GOD'S will, nor a saint's wish. Aversion is loathing or
hatred.

21. Volition (yatna), effort or exertion, is a determina
tion to action productive of gratification. Desire is its oc
casion, and perception its reason. Two sorts of perceptible
effort are distinguished: that proceeding from desire, seek
ing what is agreeable; and that which proceeds from aver
sion, shunning what is loathsome. Another species, which
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escapeS sensation or perception, but is inferred from analogy
of spontaneous acts, comprises animal functions, having for
a cause the vital unseen power.

Volition, desire, and intelligence, are in man transitory,
variable, or inconstant. The will and intelligence of GOD

are eternal, uniform, constant.
22 and 23. Virtue and vice (D'harma and Ad'karma),

or moral merit and demerit, are the peculiar causes of
pleasure and of pain respectively. The result of perform
ing that which is enjoined, as sacrifiCt', &c. is virtue ; the
result of doing that which is forbidden, is vice. They are
qualities of the soul; imperceptible, but inferred from
reasoning.

The proof of them is deduced from trnnsmigration. The
body of an individual, with his limbs and organs of sense,
is a result of a peculiar quality of his soul; since this is the
cause of that individual's fruition, like a thing which is pro
duced by his effort or volition. The peculiar quality of the
soul, which does occasion its being invested with body,
limbs, and organA, is virtue or vice: for body and the rest
a.re not the result of effort and volition.·
. 24. The twenty-fourth and last quality is faculty (,ans
cara). This comprehends three sorts.

Velocity (vega), which is the cause of action. It con
cerns matter only; and is a quality of the mental organ,
and of the four grosser elements, earth, water, light, and
air. It becomes manifest from the perception of motion.

Elasticity (st'hitist'hfwaca) is a quality of particular tan

gible, terrene objects; and is the cause of that peculiar
action, whereby an altered thing is restored to its pristine
state, as a bow unbends and a. strained branch resumes its
former position. It is imperceptible; but is inferred from
the fact of the restitution of a thing to its former condition.

• Tare. Bhfuk.
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Imagination (bhavana) is a peculiar quality of the soul,
and is the cause of memory. It is a result of notion or
recollection; and being excited, produces remembrance:
and the exciting cause is the recurrence of an association;
that is, of the sight or other perception of a like object.

III. The next head in CAN ADE'S arrangement, after
quality, is action (carme).

Action consists in motion, and, like quality, abides in
substance alone. It affects a single, that is a finite sub
stance, which is matter. It is the cause (not aggregative,
but indirect) of disjunction, as of conjunction: that is, a
fresh conjunction in one place, after annulment of a prior
one in another, by means of disjunction. It is devoid of
quality, and is transitory.

Five sorts arc enumerated: to cast upward; to cast
downward; to push forward; to spread horizontally; and,
fifthly, to go on: including many varieties under the last
comprehensive head.

IV. Community (Samanya), or the condition of equal
or like things, is the cause of the perception of conformity.
It is eternal, single, concerning more than one thing, being
a property common to several. It abides in substance, in
quality, and in action.

Two degrees of it are distinguished: the highest, con
cerning numerous objects; the lowest, concerning few.
The first is existence, a common property of all. The
latter is the abstraction of an individual, varying with age,
in dimensions, yet continuing identical. A third, or inter
mediate degree, is distinguished, comprehended in the first,
and including the latter. These three degrees of commu
nity correspond nearly with genus, species, and individual.

In another view, community is two-fold: viz. genus (jati)
and discriminative property (upadhi), or species.

The Baudd'has are cited as denying this category, and
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maintaining that individuals only have existence, and that
abstraction is false and deceptive. This, as well as other
controverted points, will be further noticed at a future
Opportunity.

V. Difference (viSe,ka), or particularity, is the cause of
perception of exclusion. It affecta a particular and single
object, which is devoid of community. It abides in eternal
substances. Such substances are mind, soul, time, place;
and the etherial element; and the atoms of earth, water,
light, and air.

VI. The sixth and last of CANADE'S categories is aggre
gation (samavo:!la), or perpetual intimate relation. It baa
been already briefly noticed.

VII. To the six affirmative categories of CANADE, suc
ceeding writers add a seventh, which is negative.

Negation or privation (aMava) is of two sorts; universal
and mutual. Umversal negation comprehends three species,
antecedent, emergent, and absolute.

Antecedent privation (pragabMva) is present negation of
that which at a future time will be. It is negation in the
material cause previous to the production of an effect; as,
in yarn, prior to the fabrication of cloth, there is antecedent
privation of the piece of cloth which is to be woven.. It is
without beginning, for it has not been produced; and has an
end, for it will be terminated by the production of the effect.

Emergent privation is destruction (dhwansa), or cessation,
of an effect. It is negation in the cause, subsequent to the
production of the effect: as, in a broken jar, (smashed by
the blow of a mallet) the negation of jar in the heap of
potsherds. It has a commencement, but no end; for the
destruction of the effect cannot be undone.

Absolute negation extends through all times, past, pre
sent, and future. It has neither beginning nor end. Fo.r
example, fire in a lake, colour in air.
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Mutual privation is difference (bheda). It is reciprocal
negation of identity, essence, or respective peculiarity.

.5. To return to G6TAMA'1l arrangement. The fifth
place, next after objects of sense, is by him allotted to intel

. ligence (budd'hi), apprehension, knowledge, or concep
tion; defined as that which manifests, or makes known, a
matter.

It is two-fold; notion and remembmnce. Notion (anu
bkava) includes two sorts; right and wrong. Right notion
(prama) is such as is incontrovertible. It is derived from
proof, and is consequently fourfold; viz. from perception,
or inferenc(', or comparison, or revelation: for example: 1st,
a jar perceived by undisordered organs; 2d, fire inferred
from smoke; 3d, a gayal· recognised from its resemblance
to a cow; 4th, celestial happiness attainable through saeri
fice, as inculcated by the Vedas.

Wrong notion deviates from truth, and is not derived
from proof. It is threefold: doubt; premises liable to re
duction to absurdity; and error (for example, mistaking
mother-Q'-pearl for silver).

Remembmnce (smarana), likewise, is either right or wrong.
Both occur, and right remembmnce especially, while awake.
But, in sleep, remembrance is wrong.

6. The sixth place among objects of proof is allotted to
mind. It has been already twice noticed; viz. among
organs of sense, and again among substances.

7. Activity (pravrztti) is next in order. It is determina
tion, the result of passion, and the cause of virtue and vice,
or merit and demerit; according as the act is one enjoined
or forbidden. It is oml, mental, or corporeal; not com
prehending unconscious vital functions. It is the reason of
all worldly proceedings.

8. From acts proceed faults (d6sha): including under

• Bas grll'lZus s.frontalis. As. Res. vol. viii. p. 487.

VOL. I. U
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this designation, passion or extreme desire; aversion or
loathing; and error or delusion (rn6ha). The two first of
these are reckoned by CAN .iDE among qualities.

9. Next in G6TAMA'S arrangement is (pretya-bhtlva) the
condition of the soul after death; which is transmigration:
for the soul, being immortal, passes from a fonner body
which perishes, to a new one which receives it. This is a
reproduction (punar-utpatti).

10. Retribution (p'hala) is the fruit accruing from faults
which result from activity. It is a return of fruition (punar
bk6ga), or experience of pleasure or pain, in association with
body, mind, and senses.

II. Pain, or anguish, is the eleventh topic of matters to
be proven.

12. Deliverance from pain is beatitude : it is absolute
prevention of every sort of ill; reckoned, in this system of
philosophy, to comprehend twenty-one varieties of evil,
primary or secondary: viz. I, body; 2-7, the six organs
of sense; 8-13, six objects (vishaya) ofsensation ; 14-19,
six sorts' of apprehension and intelligence (budd!hi); 20,
pain or anguish; 21, pleasure. For even this, being tainted
with evil, is pain; as honey drugged with poison is reckoned
among deleterious substances.

This liberation from ill is attained by soul, acquainted
with the truth (tatwa), by means ofholy science; divested of
passion through knowledge of the evil incident to objects;
meditating on itself; and, by the maturity ofself-knowledge,
making its own essence present; relieved from impediments ;
not earning fresh merit or demerit, by deeds done with
desire; discerning the previous burden of merit or demerit,
by devout contemplation; and acquitting it through com
pressed endurance ofits fruit; and thus (previous acts being
annulled, and present body departed, and no future body ac
cruing), there is no further connexion with the various sorts of
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ill, since there is no cause for them. This, then, is prevention
of pain of every sort; it is deliverance and beatitude.

III. After proof and matter to be proven, G6TAMA pro
ceeds to other categories, and assigns the next place to
doubt (sanaaya).

I t is the consideration ofdivers contrary matters in regard
to one and the same thing; and is of three sorts, arising
from common or from peculiar qualities, or merely from
contradiction; discriminative marks being in all three cases
unnoticed. Thus an object is observed, concerning which
it becomes a question whether it be a man or a post: the
limbs which would betoken the man, or the crooked trunk
which would distinguish the post, being equally unperceived.
Again, odour is a peculiar quality of earth: it belongs not
to eternal substances, as the etherial element; nor to tran
sient elements, as water: is then earth eternal or uneternal ?
So, one affirms that sound is eternal; another denies that
position; and a third person doubts.

IV. Motive (pray6jana) is that by which a person is
actuated, or moved to action. It is the desire of attaining
pleasure, or of shunning pain; or the wish of exemption
from both; for such is the purpose or impulse of everyone
in a natural state of mind.·

V. Instance (dr'tshtanta) is, in a controversy, a topic on
which both disputants consent. It is either concordant or
discordant; direct or inverse: as the culinary hearth, for
a direct instance of the argument of the presence of fire
betokened by smoke; and a lake, for an inverse or contrary
instance of the argument, where the indicating vapour is
mist or fog.t

VI. Demonstrated truth (sidd'hanla) is of four sorts; viz.

universally acknowledged; partially so; hypothetically;
argumentatively (or, e concessu).t

• GOT. J. 1. 4. 1-3. t GOT. 1. 1. 5. 1-6. : GOT. 1. 1. 6.1, &c.

u 2
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Thus, existence of substance, or of that to which pro
perties appertain, is universally recognised, though the ab
stract notion of it may not be so; for the Baudd:/laS deny
abstraction. Mind is by the N aiyuyicas considered to be
an organ of perception, and so it is by the kindred sect of
Vaiseshicas. The eternity of sound is admitted in the Mf
mansa, and denied in the Nyaya. Supposing the creation
of the earth to be proved, omniscience of the creator fol
lows. In JAIMINI'S disquisition on the eternity, or the
transitoriness, of sound, it is said, granting sound to be a
quality.

On the appositeness of 80me of these examples, in the
cases to w}lich they are here applied, as instances of divers
sorts of demonstration, there is a disagreement among com
mentators, which it is needless to go into.

VII. A regular argument, or complete syllogism (nyaya),
consists of five members (avayava) or component parts.
1st, the proposition (pratijnya); 2d, the reason (hetu or
apadcSa); 3d, the instance (udaharalw or nidarsana);
4th, the application (upanaya); 5th, the conclusion (niga
mana). Ex.

I. This hill is fiery :
2. For it smokes.
3. What smokes, is fiery: as a culinary hearth.
4. Accordingly, the hill is smoking:
5. Therefore it is fiery.

Some'*' confine the syllogism (nyuya) to three mem
bers; either the three first, or the three last. In this latter
form it is quite regular. The recital joined with the in
stance is the major; the application is the minor; the con
clusion follows.

VIII. Next in this arrangement is (tarca) reduction to
absurdity. It is a mode of reasoning, for the investigation

• The followers of the Mimansa. Pad. IYtp.
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of truth, by deduction from wrong premises, to an inad
missible conclusion which is at variance with proof, whe
ther actual perception or demonstrable inference. The
conclusion to which the premises would lead is inadmissible,
as contrary to what is demonstrated, or as conceding what
is disproved.

It is not to be confounded with doubt, to which there
are two sides; but to this there is but one.

Five sorts are distinguished by the more ancient wl'iters,
to which the moderns have added six, or even seven more
varieties. It is needless to enumerate them: one or two
examples may suffice.

Ex. l. Is this hill fiery, or not? On this question one
delivers his opinion, that it is not fiery. The answer to
him is, Were it not fiery, it would not smoke.

Ex. 2. If there be a jar in this place, it must look like
the ground.

Fallacy of the same form, termed tarcabhasa, comprises
the like number of sorts and varieties.

The desi~ations by which they are distinguished are
familiar to the Indian scholastic disputation. It would be
tedious to enumerate and explain them.

IX. Ascertainment (nirlzeya), or determination of truth,
is the fruit of proof, the result of evidence and of reason
ing, confuting objections and establishing the position in
question.

X.-XII. Disputation (cat'ha) is conference or dialogue
of interlocutors maintaining adverse positions, whether con
tending for victory, or seeking the truth. It comprises
three of the categories.

X. One is (jalpa) debate of disputants contending for
victory; each seeking to establish his own position and
overthrow the opponent's.

XI. Another is (vada) discourse, 01' interlocution of per-
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sons communing on a topic in pursuit of truth, as preceptor
and pupil together with fellow-students.

XII. The third is (vitanda) cavil, or controversy wherein
the disputant seeks to confute his opponent without offering
to support a position of his own.

XIII. Next in G6TAMA'S enumeration is fallacy, or, as
it is termed, semblance of a reason (hetu:abhasa); it is the
non causa pro causa of logicians. Five sorts are distin
guished, embracing divers varieties or subdivisions. They
need not be here set forth.

XIV. Fraud (ch'ltala), or perversion and misconstruc
tion, is of three sorts: 1st, verbal misconstruing of what is
ambiguous; 2d, perverting, in a literal sense, what is said in
a metaphorical one; 3d, generalizing what is particular.

XV. After all these is yati) a futile answer, or self
confuting reply. No less than twenty-four sorts are enu
merated.

XVI. The sixteenth, and last of G6TAMA'S categories,
is (nigraha-st'kana) failure in argument, or (parajaya-Mtu)
reason of defeat. It is the termination of a controversy.
Of this, likewise, no fewer than twenty-two distinctions are
specified; which are here passed by, as the present essay
has already been extended to too great a length.



On tI,e PHILOSOPHY of the HINDUS.

PART III.'

[From the Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society,
vol. i. p. 439-461.]

INTRODUCTION.

OF the six systems of philosophy received among learned
Hindus, four have been noticed in the preceding parts of
this essay, viz. the theistical and atheistical Sanc'hyas, the
dialectic Nyaya, and the atomical VaWshica. The prior or
practical Mzmansa will be now considered; reserving the
later or theological Mzmansa, usually named Vedanta, for
a future disquisition, should it appear requisite to pursue the
subject, much concerning it being already before the public.

The object of the Mtmansa is the interpl:etation of the
Vedas. "Its purpose," says a commentator, t "is to
"determine the sense of revelation." Its whole scope is
the ascertainment of duty. Here duty intends sacrifices
and other acts of religion ordained by the Vedas. The
same term (dharma) likewise signifies virtue, or moral
merit; and grammarians have distinguished its import
according to the gender of the noun. In one, (the mas
culine), it implies virtue; in the other (neuter), it means an
act of devotion. t It is in the last-mentioned sense that
the term is here employed; and its meaning is by com
mentators explained to be " the scope of an injunction;
" the object of a command; § a purpose ordained by reve-

• Read at a public meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, March
4th, 1826.

t 80MANAT'HA in the !lfayUc'ha, 2.1. 17. t Medin, COSllfl.

§ PART'IIA 1. 1. Z. nidh. ibid.
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" lation with a view to a motive, such as sacrifice com
" manded by the Vedas, for the attainment of bliss ;". an9
such indeed is the main scope of every disquisition.

The prior (purva) M;mansa then is practical, as relating
to works (carma) or religious observances to be undertaken
for specific ends; and it is accordingly termed Carma
mzmansa, in contradistinction to the theological, which is
named Brahme-mzmansa.

It is not directly a system of philosophy; nor chiefly so.
But, in course of delivering canons of scriptural interpreta
tion, it incidently touches upon philosophical topics; lUld
scholastic disputants have elicited from its dogmas, prin
ciples of reasoning applicable to the prevailing points of
controversy agitated by the Hindu schools of philosophy.

Writers on the Mzmansa.

The acknowledged founder of this school of scriptural
interpretation is J AIMINI. He is repeatedly named as an
authority in the sutras which are ascribed to him. Other
ancient writers on the same subject, who are occasionally
quoted in those aphorisms, as .A.TREYA, BADARI, BADA
RAYANA,t LABUCAYANA, AITISAYANA, &c. are sometimes
adduced there for authority, but oftener for correction and
confutation.

It is no doubt possible, that the true author of a work
may speak in it of himself by name, and in the third person.
Nor, indeed, is that very unusual. A Hindu commentator
will, however, say, as the scholiasts 'of MENU'S and of
YAJNY AWALCY A'S intitutes oflaw do, that the oral instruc
tions of the teacher were put in writing by some disciple;
and, for this reason, the mention of him as of a third person
is strictly proper.

• ApAuh A; Nyaya-pracasfl,. t Author of the Brahme-sntras.
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The sufras, or aphorisms, thus attributed to JAIMINI,
are arranged in twelve lectures, each subdivided into four
chapters, except the third, sixth, and tenth lectures, which
contain twice as many; making the entire number sixty
chapters. These again are divided into sections, cases, or
topics (adhicaranas), ordinarily comprising several sutras,
but not uncommonly restricted to one; and instances may
be noted where a single sentence is split into several adhi

caranas; or, on the contrary, a single phrase variously
interpreted becomes applicable to distinct cases; and sutras,
united under the same head by one interpreter, are by ano
ther explained as constituting separate topics. The total
number of sutras is 2,652, and of adhicaranas 915, as
numbered by Min'HAv A ACHARY A.

Like the aphorisms of other Indian sciences, those sutras

are extremely obscure; or without a gloss utterly unintel
ligible. They must have been from the first accompanied
by an oral or written exposition; and an ancient scholiast
(Vntticara), is quoted by the herd of commentators for
subsidiary aphorisms, supplying the defect of the text, as
well as for explanatory comments on it.

Besides the work of the old scholiast, which probably is
not extant in a complete form, the sutras have, as usual,
been elucidated by a perpetual commentary, and by cor
rective annotations on it.

The author of the extant commentary is SAHARA SWAMi
BHATi'A, from whom it takes the name of sahara hh6.shya.

He quotes occasionally the ancient scholiast, sometimes
concurring with, sometimes dissenting from him.

The annotations (vartica) are by BHATTA CUMARILA
swAMi, who is the great authority of the Mzrnansaca
school, in which he is emphatically designated by his title,
Bhatta, equivalent to Doctor. He frequently expounds
and corrects SABARA'S gloss, often delivers a different
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interpretation, but in many instances passes entire sections
without notice, as seeing no occasion for emendation or
explanation of the commentary, which he must be consi

dered therefore as tacitly ratifying. The ancient scholiast
is sometimes cited by him, adopting or amending the
scholia; and he criticises the text itself, and arrangement
of JAHUNI.

Next to him in celebrity is a writer usually cited under
the title of Guru; more rarely under the designation of

Prabhacara.· His work I have had no opportunity of
examining with a view to the pre!!eDt essay, and he is
known to me chiefly from references and quotations; as in
MADHAV A'S summary, where his opinions are perpetually
contrasted with CUMARILA'S; and in the text and com
mentary of the Sfutra-dlpica, where his positions are can
vassed and compared with those of numerous other writers.

CUMARlLA BHATIA figures greatly in the traditionary
religious history of India..He was predecessor of SA NCA RA
ACHARYA, and equally rigid in maintaining the orthodox
faith against heretics, who reject the authority of the Vedas.
He is considered to have been the chief antagonist of the
sect of Buddha, and to have instigated an exterminating

persecution of that heresy.t He does, indeed, take every
occasion of controverting the authority and doctrine of

SACYA or BUDDHA, as well as ARHAT.or JINA, together
with obscurer heretics, BOD'HAyAN A and MASACA; and

he denies them any consideration, even when they do concur
upon any point with the Vedas. t The age of CUMAR1LA,
anterior to SANCARA,§ and corresponding with the period

• MADH. 1. 1. 3. t Preface to \Vilson's Dictionary, p. xix.
t Mtm. 1.3.4.
9 SABARA sWAMf ACHARYA is expressly named by SANCARA in his

commentary on the latter .Mtmansa (see Brahma SUtm, 3. 3. 53);
and there are allusions to CUMARJI,A BIiATh, if no direct mention of
him.
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of the persecution of the Bauddkas, goes back to an
antiquity of much more than a thousand years. He is
reputed to have been contemporary with SUDHANW A, but
the chronology of that prince's reign is not accurately

determined.•
Next in eminence among the commentatol'8 of the M,

mansa is PART'HA-SARAT'HI MISRA, who has p~fessedly

followed the guidance OfCUMARILA BHAtiA. His com
mentary, entitled 8astra-dpica, has been amply expounded
in a gloss bearing the title of Mayuc'ka-malQ., by S6MA
NAT'HA, a Carnataci Brahman, whose elder brother was
high priest of the celebrated temple at Vencat6.dri (or
Vencatagiri).t PART'HA-SARAT'HI is author likewise of
the Nyaya-ratna-mala and other known works.

A compendious gloss on the text of JAHIINI, following
likewise the same guidance (that of CUMARILA), is the
Bhatta-dzpica of C'HANia-DEY A, author of a separate
and ampler treatise, entitled Mzmansa-caustubka, to which
·he repeatedly refers for a fuller elucidation of matters briefly
touched upon in his concise but instructive gloss. This
work is posterior to that of MADHAVA ACHARYA, who is
sometimes quoted in it, and to PART'HA-SARAT'HI, who is
more frequently noticed.

The Mrmansa-nyaya-viveca is another commentary by a
distinguished author, BHAVANAT'HA MISRA. I speak of
this and of the· foregoing a.~ commentaries, because they
follow the order of the text, recite one or more of the
aphorisms from every section, and explain the subject, but
without regularly expounding every word, as ordinary
scholiasts, in a perpetual gloRs.

Among numerous other commentaries on J AIMIN' I'S

• Preface to Wilson's Dictionary, p. xviii.

t 135 miles west from Madras.
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text, the NyayavaU-dUIhiti of RAGHAVANANDA is not to
be omitted. It contains an excellent interpretation of the
sutra8, which it expounds word by word, in the manner
of a perpetual comment. It is brief, but clear; leaving
nothing unexplained, and wandering into no digressions.

It results from the many revisions which the text and ex
position of it have undergone, with amendments, one while
arriving by a different process of reasoning at the same
conclusion, another time varying the question and deducing
from an unchanged text an altered argument for its solu
tion, that the cases (adhicaraltas) assume a very diver
sified aspect in the hands of the many interpreters of the
M~mansa.

A summary or paraphrase of JAIMINI'S doctrine was put
into verse by an ancient author, whose memorial verses are
frequently cited by the commentators of J AIMINI, under
the title of SaT/graha.

Another metrical paraphrase is largely employed in the
Vartica, or is a part of that work itself. An entire chapter
occurs under the title of S16ca vartica: other whole chap
ters of CUMARILA's performance are exclusively in prose.
In many, verse and prose are intermixed.

The most approved introduction to the study of the
Mfmansa is the Nyaya-malfL-vistara by MAD HAV A AC H h
Y A. It is in verse, attended with a commentary in prose
by the same author. It follows the order of J AIMINI's text;
not by way of paraphrase, but as a summary (though the
title rather implies amplification) of its purport, and of
approved deductions fl'Om it; sometimes explaining sepa
rately the doctrinl:l of Bhatta and of Guru, under each
head; at other times that of the old scholiast; but more
commonly confined to that of Bhatta alone; yet often
furnishing more than one application for the same text, as
Bhatta himself does.
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M ADA AVA ACHARY A was both priest and minister, or civil
as well as spiritual adviser of BUCCA-RAY A and HARIHARA,

sovereigns of Vidganagara on the G6davari, as his father
MAYANA had been of their father and predecessor SAN

GAMA, who reigned over the whole peninsula of India.
Like the numerous other writings which bear his name,

the Ngaya-malO. was composed, not by himself, but by his
directions, under the more immediate superintendence of his
brother, SAYANA-ACHARYA; and it appears from its pre
face to have been the next performance undertaken after
the completion of their commentary on P ARABA RA'S insti
tutes of law; and it suitably enough preceded the great
commentary of the same authors on the whole of the
Vedas.

According to history, confirmed by authentic inscriptions,
MAD H A V A flourished towards the middle of the fourteenth
century: the sovereigns whose confidence he enjoyed reigned
from that time to the end of the century.

Analysis of the M'mansa.

From this brief notice of the principal writers on the
Ntmansa, I pass to the subject which has occupied them.

A complete adhicarana, or case, consists of five mem
bers, viz. I, the subject, or matter to be explained; 2, the
doubt, or question arising upon that matter; 3, the first
side (purva-pac8ha) or primd facie argument concerning it;
4, the answer (ltttara) or demonstrated conclusion (sidd
nanta); 5, the pertinence or relevancy.

The last-mentioned appertains to the whole arrangement
as well as to its subdivisions; and commentators are occu
pied with showing the relation and connexion of subjects
treated in the several lectures and chapters, and their right
distribution and appropriate positions.

The text of J AIMINI'S aphorisms does not ordinarily
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exhibit the whole of the five members of an adhicara1'ta.

Frequently the subject, and the question concerning it,
are but hinted, or they are left to be surmised; sometimes
the disputable solution of it is unnoticed, and the right
conclusion alone is set forth. The rest is supplied by the
scholiasts; and they do not always concur as to the most
apposite examples, nor concerning the presumed allusions
of the text.

Its introductory sutras propose the subject in this man
ner. "Now then the study of duty is to be commenced.

" Duty is a pUrPOse which is inculcated by a command.
" Its reason must be inquired 3"

That is, according to the interpretation of cO\Dmentators,
, Next, after reading the Veda; and therefore, for the sake
, of understanding it; the duty enjoined by it is to be inves

'tigated. Duty is a meaning deduced from injunction = its
'ground must be sifted. A command is not implicitly
, received for proof of duty.'

The business of the Mfmfznsa, then, being to investigate

what is incumbent as a duty to be performed, the primary
matter for inquiry is proof and authority (prarnarta). This,
accordingly, is the subject of the first lecture, comprising
four chapters, which treat of the following matters: 1st,
precept and its cogency; 2, affirmation or narrative (art'lta
vada),as well as prayer and invocation (mantra), their co
gency as inculcating some duty; 3, law memorial (smr'iti),
and usage (achara), their authority as presumption of some
cogent revelation; 4, modifying ordinance and specific deno
mination, distinguished from direct or positive injunction.

Proceeding with the subject as above proposed, the
Mlmansa declares that perception or simple apprehension is
no reason of duty, for it apprehends a present object only,

• J AUf. 1. 1. 1-3.
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whereas duty concerns the future.· Simple apprehension
is defined in these words: " when the organs of man are
" in contiguity with an object, that source of knowledge is
" perception."

The ancient scholiast has here introduced definitions of
other sources of knowledge which the author had omitted,
AZ. inference, verbal communication, comparison, presump
tion, and privation. None of these are reasons of duty
except verbal communication; for the rest are founded on
perception, which itself is not so. Verbal communication
is either human, as a correct sentence (apta-vUcya), or
superhuman, as a passage of the Vedas. It is indicative
or imperative; and the latter is either positive or relative:
Ex. 1. " This is to be done:" 2. " That is to be done like
" this."

" On sight of one member of a known association, the
" conRequent apprehension of the other part which is not
" actually proximate, is (anumana) inference.t The aS80
" ciation must be such as had been before directly per
" ceived, or had become known by analogy.

" Comparison (upama7Ul) is knowledge arising from fe

" semblance more or less strong. It is apprehension of
" the likeness which a thing presently seen bears to one
" before observed: and likeness or similitude is concomi
" taney of associates or attributes with one object, which
" were associated with another.

" Presumption (art'hapatti) is deduction of a matter
" from that which could not else be. It is assumption of a
"thing not itself perceived, but necessarily implied by
" another which is seen, heard, or proven.

" Knowledge of a thing which is not proximate (or sub
" ject to perception) derived through understood sound,
" that is through words the acceptation whereof is known,

• JAIM. I. I. 4. t Anc. SchoJ. D1ih., P ART'H" &c•
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U is (saslra) ordinance or revelation. It is (saMa) verbal
U communication."

These five sources of knowledge, or modes of proof, as
here defined, are admitted by all Mzmansacas: and the
followers of PRABHACARA are stated to restrict their ad
mission to those five.· Bhatia with his disciples, guided
by the ancient scholiast, adds a sixth, which is privation
(abMva); and the Vedantls or Uttara Mimansacas concur
in the admission of that number.

The ClUtrvacas, as noticed in the first part of this essay,t
recognise but one, viz. perception. The followers of CA

NADE and those of Sugata (Buddha) acknowledge two,
perception and inference. The Sanc'hyas reckon three,
including affirmation.t The Naiyayicas, or followers of
G6TAMA, count four, viz. the foregoing together with
comparison. The PrUhhacaras, as just now observed,
adInit five. And the rest of the Mzmansacas, in both
schools, prior and later Mzmansa, enumerate six.§ It does
not appear that a greater number has been alleged by any
sect of Indian philosophy.

The first six lectures of J AIMINI'S Mfmansa treat of
positive injunction: it is the first half of the work. The
latter half, comprising six more lectures, concerns indirect
command: adapting to a copy, with any requisite modifi
cations, that which was prescribed for the pattern or pr0

totype.
The authority of enjoined duty is the topic of the first

lecture: its differences and varieties, its parts (or appendant
members, contrasted with the main act), and the purpose
of performance, are sue;cessively considered in the three
next, and complete the subject of U that which is to be
U performed." The order of performance occupies the fifth

• Vfdfznta-sic'hfzmani. t Ante, p.240.
§ VUdntfl sic'ham.

t Ante, p.266-267.
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x

lecture; and qualification for its performance is treated iu
the sixth.

The subject of indirect precept is opened in the seventh
lecture generally, and in the eighth particularly. Infer
rible changes, adapting to the variation or copy what was
.<J.esigned for the type or model, are discussed in the ninth,
and bars or exceptions in the tenth. Concurrent efficacy
.is considered in the eleventh lecture; and co-ordinate effect
in the twelfth: that is, the co-operation of seveml acts for
a single result is the subject of the one; and the incidental
effect of an act, of which the chief purpose is different, is
discussed in the other.

These which are the principal topics of each lecture are
not, however, exclusive. Other matters are introduced by
the way, being suggested by the main subject or its excep
tions.

In the first chapter of the first lecture occurs the noted
disquisition of the Mfmansa on the original and perpetual

.association of articulate sound with sense.-
"It is a primary and natuml connexion," JAIMINI

affirms, " not merely a conventional one. The knowledge
" of it is instruction, since the uttemnce of a particular
~, sound conveys knowledge, as its enunciation is for a par
" ticular sense. It matters not whether the subject have
" been previously apprehended (the words being intelligible,
" or the context rendering them so). Precept is authoro
~'tative, independently of human communication."t

Gmmmarians assume a special category, denominated
sp'h6ta, for the object of mental perception, which ensues

• A passage cited by writers on the dialectic Nyaya from the dis
quisition on the perpetuity of sound (see ante, page 292), is not to be
found in J AIMINI'S 8utras: it must have been taken from one of his
commentators.

t hiM. 1. I. 5.

VOL. I.
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upon the hearing of an articulate sound, and which they
consider to be distinct from the elements or component
lettel'll of the word. Logicians disallow that as a needless
assumption. - They insist, however, that "sound is an
"effect, because it is perceived as the result of effort ;
" because it endures not, but ceases so soon aEl uttered;
" because it is spoken of as made or done; because it is at
" once apprehended in divers places at the same instant,
" uttered by divers persons; because it is liable to permu
" tation; and because it is subject to increase of intensity
" with the multitude of utterers." To all which the answer
is, that " the result of an effort is uniform, the same letters
" being articulated. Sound is unobserved though existent,
" if it reach not the object (vibrations of air emitted from
" the mouth of the speaker proceed and manifest sound by
" their appulse to air at rest in the space bounded by the
" hollow of the ear; for want ofsuch appulse, sound, though
" existent, is unapprehended).t Sound is not made or done,
" but is used: it is uttered, not called into existence. Its
" universality is as that of the sun (common to all). The per
" mutation of letters is the substitution of a different one (as
" a semivowel for a vowel), not the alteration of the same
"letter. Noise, not sound, is increased by a multitude of
"voices. Sound is perpetual, intended for the apprehen
" sion of others: it is universal, a generic tenn being appli
" cable to all individuals. Its perpetuity is intimated by a
" passage of the Veda, which expresses ' Send forth praise,
" , with perpetual speech.' ":l:

The first chapter terminates with an inquiry into the
authority of the Veda, which is maintained to be primeval
and superhuman; although different portions of it are de-

• IJidh., PiRT'H. and MiDH.
t hIM. 1.1. 6. 1-18 and Com.

t /Yuill.
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nominated from names of men, as Cat!kaca, Caut'kuma,
Paishpala, &c. and although worldly incidents and occur
rences are mentioned. Those denominations of particular
portions, it is affirmed, have reference to the tradition by
which a revelation has been transmitted. They are named
after the person who uttered them, as to him revealed.

The eternity of the Veda, or authenticity of its revela
tion, is attempted to be proved by showing that it had no
human origin; and for this purpose, the principal argument
is, that no human author is remembered. In the case of
human compositions, it is said, contemporaries have been
aware that the authors of them were occupied in composing
those works: not so with the Veda, which,has been handed
down as primeval, and ofwhich no mortal author was known.

It is, however, acknowledged, that a mistake may be
made, and the work of a human author may be erroneously
received as a part of the sacred book by those who are un
acquainted with its true origin. An instance occurs among
those who use the Bakvrlch, a sac'lIa of the Rzgveda, by
whom a ritual of ASWALA,YANA has been admitted, under
the title of the fifth Aranyaca, as a part of the Rzgveda.

The Veda received as holy by orthodox Hindus consists
of two parts, prayer and precept (mantra and brahma{w,).
J AIMINI has attempted to give a short definition of the
first, adding that the second is its supplement; " whatever
., is not mantra, is bruhma{w."· The ancient scholiast hall
endeavoured to supply the acknowledged defect ofJAIMINI'S

imperfect definition, by enumerating the various descriptions
of passages coming under each head. Later scholiasts have
shown, that every article in that enumeration is subject to
exceptions; and the only test of distinction, finally acknow':'
ledged, is admission of the expert, or acceptance of approved

• Mim.2, 1. 7.
x 2
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.teachers, who have taught their disciples to use one passage
as a prayer, and to read another as a precept. J A I M UH'S

-definition, and his scholiast's enumeration, serve but to
alleviate" the task of picking op grains."

Generally, then, a mantra is a prayer, invocation, or d~
claration. It is expressed in the first person, or is addressed
.in the second. It declares the purpose of a pious act, or
lauds or invokes the object. It asks a question or returns
an answer; directs, inquires, or deliberates; blesses or im
precates, exults or laments, counts or narrates, &c.

Here it is to be remarked, that changes introduced into
a prayer to adapt it, mutatis mutandis, to a different cere
mony from that for which primarily it was intended, or
the insertion of an individual's personal and family names
where this is requisite, are not considered to be part of the
mantra.

It is likewise to be observed, although mantras of the
Vedas are ordinarily significant, that the chants of the
Samaveda are unmeaning. They consist of a few syllables,
as ira ayira, or gira gayira, repeated again and again, as
required by the tune or rhythm. Nevertheless, significant
mantras are likewise chanted j and two of the books of the
Samaveda are allotted to hymns of this description. The
hymns consist of triplets (trtch) or triple stanzas.

The first, or pattern verse or stanza, is found, with the
name of the appropriate tune, in the Chhandas or Y6ni
grant'ha; and the two remaining verses or stanzas, to com
plete the triplet, are furnished in the supplementary book
called Uttara-grant'ha. -

Mantras are distinguished under three designations.
Those which are in metre are termed r'lch, those chanted
are saman, and the rest are yajush, sacrificial prayers in
prose (for yajush imports sacrifice). Nevertheless, metrical
prayers occur in the Yajurveda, and prose in the Samaveda.

J
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Metrical prayers are recited aloud: those tenned sarnan
with musical modulation; but the prose inaudibly muttered."
Such, however, as are vocative, addressed to a second per
son, are to be uttered audibly, though in prose: for com
munication is intended.t

Metrical prayers, however, belonging to the Yajurveda
are inaudibly recited; and so are chants belonging to the
same inaudibly chanted: for prayers take the character of
the rite into which they are introduced; and where the
same rite is ordained in more than one Veda, it appertains
to that with which it is most consonant, and the prayer is
either audibly or inaudibly chanted accordingly.:::

• Mim. 3. 3. 1. t lb. 2. 1. 7-14.

: lb. 3.3. 1-3. Instances of the same prayer recurring either word
for word, or with very slight variation, in more than one Veda, are
innumerable. An eminent example is that of the celebrated Gayner!,
of which the proper place is in the R'(g-lJeda (3. 4. 10.), among hymns
of VISW AMITRA. It is, however, repeated in all the Vedas, and par
ticularly in the 3d, 22d and 36th chapters of the white Yajush. (3,
935; 22, 9 9; and 36,9 3.)

Another notable instance is that of tbe Purusha-sUcta, of which a
version was given, from a ritual in which it was found cited (ante,'
p. 167). It bas a place in the R'(g-fjeda (8.4. 7.) among miscella
neous bymns; and is inserted, with some little variation, among
prayers employed at the Purusha-midha, in the 31st chapter of the
white Ynjur-lJWfl.

On collation of those two Vedas and their schoJia, I find occasion to'
amend one or two passages in the version of it formerly given : bu~

for thisl sball take another opportunity.
That remarkable hymn is in language, metre, and style, very diffe

rent from the rest of the prayers with which it is associated. It has
a decidedly more modern tone; and must have been composed after
the Sanscr'(t language had been refined, and its grammar and rhy.thm.
perfected. The internal evidence whicb it furnishes, serves to demon
strate the important fact, that the compilation of the Vedas, in their
present arrangement, took place after the Sanscl''tt tongue had ad
vanced, from the rustic and irregular dial~·ct. ill which the multitude
of hymns and prayers of the Vida was composed, to the polished and
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The prayers termed rIck and saman are limited by the
metre and the chant respectively j but those which are
in prose are regulated as to their extent by the sense. A
complete sentence constitutes a single yajush: the sense
must be one, and would be deficient were the phrase divided.
Nevertheless, the sentence which constitutes a prayer may
boITow, from a preceding or from a subsequent one, terms
wanting to perfect the sense, unless an intervening one be
incompatible with that constmction.·

The brahmana of the Veda is in general a precept j or
it expresses praise or blame, or a doubt, a reason, or a com
parison j or intimates a derivation j or narrates a fact or an
occurrence: and a characteristic sign of it is that it very
generally contains the particle "so" (iti or itiha) j as a
mantra usually does the pronoun of the second person
" thee," either expressed or understood, " (thou) art."t

In a still more general view the brahmana is practical,
directing religious observances, teaching the purpose, time,
and manner of performing them, indicating the prayers to

be employed, and elucidating their import. The esoteric
brahmana comprises the upanishads, and is theological.

It becomes a question which the Mfmansa examines at
much length, whether those passages of the Vida which
are not direct precepts, but are narrative, laudatory, or ex
planatory, are nevertheless cogent for a point of duty. In
this inquiry is involved the further question, whether a con
sciousness of the scope of an act is essential to its efficacy
for the production of its proper consequence. The Mlmansa
maintains that narrative or indicative texts are proof of
duty, as concurrent in import with a direct precept. There

sonorous language in which the mythological poems, aacred and pro
phane (puranas and clivyas), have been written•

• JlHm.2. 1. B-IB. t SAD. &c. on Mim. J. 4. l. and 2. 1. 7.
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subsists a mutual relation between them. One enjoins or
forbids an act; the other supplies an inducement for doing
it 01' for refraining from it: "Do so, because such is the
fruit." The imperative sentence is. nevertheless cogent inde

pendently of the affinnative one, and needs not its support.
The indicative phrase is cogent, implying injunction by pro
nouncing benefit.

It virtually prescribes the act which it recommends." In
ference, however, is not to be strained. It is not equally
convincing as actual perception: a forthcoming injunction
or direct precept has more force than a mere inference from

premises.t
A prayer, too, carries authority, as evidence of a precept

bearing the like imp'ol't. This is a visible or temporal pur
pose of a prayer; and it is a received maxim, that a per
ceptible purpose being assignable, prevails before an imper
ceptible one. But the recital of a particular prayer at a
religious rite, rather than a narrative text of like import, is
for a spiritual end, since there is no visible purpose of a set

form of words.:f:
~esides the evidence ofprecept from an extant revelation

or recorded hearing (Sruti) of it, another source of evidence
is founded on the recollections (smr'iti) of ancient sages.

They possess authority as grounded on the Veda, being
composed by holy personages conversant with its contents.
Nor was it superfluous to compose anew what was there to
be found; for a compilation, exhibiting in a succint form
that which is scattered through the veda, has its use. Nor
are the prayers which the smr'iti directs unauthorized, for
they are presumed to have been taken from passages of
revelation not now forthcoming. Those recollections have
come down by unbroken tradition to this day, admitted by

• Jll'm. I. 2. 1-3. t lb. 1. 2.3. t lb. 1. 2. 4.
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the virtuous of the three tribes, and known under the title
of Dha''ma-saatra, comprising the institutes of law, civil
and religious. Nor is error to be presumed which had not,
until now, been detected. An express text of the VM.a,

, as the Mtmansa maintains,. must then be concluded to
have been actually seen by the venerable author of a re
corded recollection (smr'iti).

But if contradiction appear, if it can be shown that an
extant passage of the Veda is inconsistent with one of the
smr'iti, it invalidates that presumption. An actual text,
present to the sense, prevails before a presumptive one.t

Or though no contrary passage of the Veda be actually
found, yet if cupidity, or other exceptionable motive may
be assigned, revelation is not to be presumed in the instance,
the recollection being thus impeached.t

The 8acyas (or Bauddhas) and Jainas (or Arhatas), as
C UMA RILA acknowledges, are considered to be Cshatriyas.
It is not to be concluded, he says, that their recollections
were founded upon a VedlJ which is now lost. There can be
no inference of a foundation in revelation, for unauthentic
recollections of persons who deny its authenticity. Even
when they do concur with it, as recommending charitable
gifts and enjoining veracity, chastity, and innocence, the
books of the Sacyas are of no authority for the virtues which
they inculcate. Duties are not taken from them: the asso
ciation would suggest a surmise of vice,~ tainting what else
is virtuous. The entire Veda which is directed to be studied
is the foundation of duty; and those only who are con
versant with it are capable of competent recollections.

Usage generally prevalent among good men, and by them
practised as understanding it to be enjoined and therefore

• 1I/im. 1. 3. 1.
t lb. 1. 3.3.

t lb. I. 3. 2.
9 lb. 1. 3.4.
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incumbent on them, is mediately, but not directly, evidence of
duty: but it is not valid if it be contrary to an express text.
From the modern prevalence of any usage, there arises a
presumption of a correspondent injunction by a holy per
sonage who remembered a revelation to the same effect.
Thus usage presumes a recollection, which again presup
poses revelation. Authors, however, have omitted particu
lars, sanctioning good customs in general terms: but any
usage which is inconsistent with a recorded recollection is
not to be practised, so long as no express text of scripture
is found to support it.

In like manner, rituals which teach-the proper mode of
celebrating religious rites, and are entitled Calpa-sutra or
Grluya-grant'ha, derive their authority, like the Duarma
sastra, from a presumption that their authors, being persons
conversant with t.he Veda, collected and abridged rules
which they there found. The Calpa-sutras neither are a
part of the Veda, nor possess equal nor independent
authority. I t would be a laborious enterprise to prove a
superhuman origin of them; nor can it be accomplished,
since contemporaries were aware of the authors being occu
pied with the composition of them.- Whenever a Butra
(whether of the calpa or grlltya) is opposed to an extant
passage of the Veda, or is inconsistent with valid reason, it
is not to be followed; nor is an alternative admissible in
regard to its observance in such case, unless a corroborative
text of the Veda can be shown.t

Neither are usages restricted to particular provinces,
though certain cWitoms are more generally prevalent in some
places than in others: as the B6laca (vulg. Hull) or festi
val of spring in the east; the worship of local tutelary
deities hereditarily, by families, in the south; the racing of

• GURU OD lIlim. 1. 3.7. t C'HANI)A-DEVA.
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ol:en on the full moon of Jyesht'ha, in the north; and the
adoration of tribes of deities (matri-gana), in the west. Nor
are rituals and law institutes coo6ned to particular classes :
though some are followed by certain persons preferably to
others; as VASISHt'HA, by the Bahvr'tch sac'ha of the
R'tgveda; GAUTAMA, by the G6bkiLZya of the Samaveda;
SANC'HA and LIC'HITA, by the Vajasaneyz; and APAS
TAMBA and BAUDHAYANA, by the Taittirzya of the
Yajurveda. There is no presumption of a restrictive revela
tion, but of one of general import. The institutes of law,
and rituals of ceremonies, were composed by authors apper
taining to particular sac'has, and by them taught to their
fellows belonging to the same, and have continued current
among the descendants of those to whom they were so
taught.

A very curious disquisition occurs in this part of the
]J'lzmansa,. on the acceptation of words in correct language
and barbaric dialects, and on the use of terms taken from
either. Instances alle~ed are yava, signifying in SansCT'lt,
barley, but in the barbaric tongue, the plant named
priyangu; varana, in the one a hog, and in the other a
cow; pUu, a certain tree, t but among barbarians an
elephant; vetasa, a rattan cane and a citron. The Mf
mama concludes, that in such instances of words having
two acceptations, that in which it is received by the civilized
(aryas), or which is countenanced by use in sacred books,
is to be preferred to the practice of barbaria.ns (MLech'lIa),
who are apt to confound words or their meanings.

Concerning these instances, CUMARILA remarks that the
words have no such acceptation, in any country, as is by
the scholiast alleged. He is wrong in regard to one, at

• 1. 3. 5.
t The name is in vocabularies allsigned to many different trees.
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to be applied in strict conformity
The Sltcyas, and other heretics,

least, for pUu is evidently the Persian fll or ptl. Modern
vocabularies· exhibit the word as a Sanser'i,t one in the
same sense; erroneously, as appears from this disquisition.

Then follows, in CUMARILA'S Vartica, much upon the
subject of provincial and barbaric dialects; which, advert
ing to the age in which he flourished, is interesting, and
merits the attention of philologists. He brings examples
from the Andhra and DravUla dialects, and specifies as
barbaric tongues the Parasica, Yavana, Raumaca, and
Barbara, but confesses his imperl'eet acquaintance with

.these.
JAIMINI gives an instance of a barbaric term used in

the Veda, viz., pfca, a black cuckow (cuculus indicus); to
which his scholiasts add nema, half, tamarasa, a lotus, and
aata a wooden colander; but without adducing examples
of the actual use of them in any of the Vedas. Such terms
must be taken in their ordinary acceptation, though bar
barous; and the passage quoted from the Veda where the
word plca occurs, must be interpreted" sacrifice a black
" cuckow at night." It will here be remarked, that plea
aorresponds to the Latin picus, and that nem answers to the
Persic nfm.

On the other hand, a barbaric word, or a provincial cor
ruption, is not to be employed instead of the proper Sanser'lt
term. Thus g6 (gaul,), and not gawf, is. the right term for
a cow.t Orthography, likewise, is to be carefully attended
to; else by writing or reading aswa for aSwa in the direc
tions for the sacrifice of a horse, the injunction would seem
~ be for the sacrifice of a pauper (a-swa, destitute of
property).

Generally, words are
with correct grammar.

• JAHDHARA, &c. t ViJrt. 1. 3. 9.
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as CUMARILA in this place remarks,. do not use SansCTtt
(they employ Pracr'lt). But Brahmaftas should not speak
as barbarians. Grammar, which is primeval, has been
handed down by tradition. Language is the same in the
Vedas and in ordinary dTh':course, notwithstanding a few
deviations: the import of words is generic, though the
application of them is specific.

The peculiarities of the dialect of the Veda are not to be
taken for inaccuracies. Thus, tman stands for atman, self
or soul; and BrU1lmanasah for BrfJJtmanah, priests; with
many other anomalies of the sacred dialect.t

When the ordinary acceptation of a term is different
from that which it bears in an explanatory passage, this
latter import prevails in the text likewise, else the precept
and its supplement would disagree. Thus trivr'lt, triplet,
is specially applied to a hymn comprising three triplets or
nine stanzas, which is the peculiar sense it bears in the
vedas.

Again, charu, which in ordinary discourse signifies boiler
or cauldron, is in the Vedas an oblation of boiled food, as
rice, &c. So aswabO.la, which literally means horse-hair,
is a designation ofa species ofgrass (saccharum spQ1l.taneum)
into which it is said the tail of a consecrated horse was once
transformed; and of that grass a cushion is made for cer
tain religious rites.

It will be observed, as has been intimated in speaking of
the members of an adhicarana in the M1.mansa, that a ca...o:e
is proposed, either specified in J AIMINI'S text or supplied
by his scholiasts. Upon this a doubt or question is raised~

and a solution of it is suggested, which is refuted, and a
right conclusion established in its stead. The disquisitions
of the Mtmansa bear, therefore, a certain resemblance to

., Vell't.1. 3. 7. t Mim. 1,3.10•.
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juridical questions; and, in fact, the Hindu law being
blended with the religion of the people, the same modes of
reasoning are applicable, and are applied to the one as to
the other. The logic of the Mtmansa is the logic of the
law; the rule of interpretation of civil and religious ordi
nances. Each case is examined and determined upon
general principles; and from the cases decided the prin
ciples may be collected. A well-ordered arrangement of
them would constitute the philosophy of the law: and this
is, in truth, what has been attempted in the Mzmansa.
JAIMINl'S ammgement, however, is not philosophical; and
I am not acquainted with any elementary work of this
school in which a better distribution has been achieved. I
shall not here attempt to supply the defect, but confine the
sequel of this essay to a few specimens from divers chapters
of J AIMINI, after some more remarks on the general scope
and manner of the work.

Instances of the application of reasoning, as taught in
the Mzmansa, to the discussion and determination of juridical
questions, may be seen in two treatises on the Law of
Inheritance, translated by myself, and as many on Adop
tion, by a member of this Society, Mr. J. C. C. Sutherland
(See Mitacshara on Inheritance, 1. 1. 10, and 1. 9. 11, and
2.1. 34; Jzmuta Vahana, 11. 5.16-19. Datt. Mzm. on
Adoption, 1. 1. 35-41, and 4.4.65-66 and 6. 6. 27-31.
Datt. Chand. 1. 1. 24 and 2. 2. 4).

The subject which most engages attention throughout the
Mzmansa, recurring at every turn, is the invisible or spiritual
operation of an act of merit. The action ceases, yet the
consequence does not immediately ensue. A virtue mean
time subsists, unseen, but efficacious to connect the con
sequence with its past and remote cause,and to bring
about at a distant period, or in another world, the relative
effect.
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That unseen· virtue is termed apurva, being a relation
superinduced, not before possessed.

Sacrifice (gaga), which, among meritorious works, is the
act of religion most inculcated by the Vedas, and conse
quently most discussed in the prior Mlmansa, consists in
parting with a thing that it may belong to a deity, whom
it is intended to propitiate.+ Being cast into the fire for
that purpose, it is a burnt offering (lt6ma). Four SOrts are
distinguished: a simple oblation (ishti), the immolation of
a victim (paSu), the presenting of expressed juice of the
s6ma plant (asclepias acida), and the burot-offering above
mentiooed.t The object of certain rites is some definite
temporal advantage; of others, benefit in another world.
Three ceremonies, in particular, are types of all the rest ~

the consecration of a sacrificial fire, the presenting of an
oblation, and the preparation of the s6ma. The oblation
which serves as a model for the rest, is that which is offered
twice in each month, viz. at the full and change of the
moon. It is accompanied, more especially at the new
moon, with an oblation of whey fi'om new milk. Accord
ingly, the Yajurveda begins with this rite. It comprehends
the sending of selected cows to pasture after separating
their calves, touching them with a leafy branch of pallt,Sa
(butea frondosa) cut for the purpose, and subsequently
stuck in the ground in front of the apartment containing
the sacrificial fire, for a protection of the herd from robbers
and beasts of prey: the cows are milked in the evening
and again in the morning; and, from the new milk, whey
is then prepared for an oblation.

Concerning this ceremony, with all its details, numerous
questions arise, which are resolved in the Mlmansa: for
instance, the milking of the cows is pronounced to be not a

• M'tm. 4. 4.12. t lb. 4.4.1.



Mi'\fANSA. 319

primary or main act, but a subordinate cne; and the parting
of the calves from their dams is subsidiary to that iloUbonIi
nate act.. The whey, which in fact is milk modified, is
the main object of the whole preparation; not the curd,
which is but incidentally produced, not being sought nor
wanted.t

In the fourth chapter of the first book, the author dis
criminates terml!I that modify the precept from such as are
specifie denominations. Several of the instances are not a
little curious. Thus it is a question, whether the hawk
lI8Crifice (syena-yaga), which is attended with imprecations
on a hated foe, be performed by the actual immolation of a
bird of that kind. The' case is determined by a maxim,
that "a term intimating resemblance is denominative."
Hawk, then, is the name of that incantation: "it pounces
" on the foe as a fulcon on his prey."t So tongs is a name
for a similar incantation, " which seizes the enemy from afar
" as with a pair of tongs;" and cow, for a sacrifice to avert
such imprecations.

It is fit to remark in this place, that incantations for
destruction of hated foes, though frequent in the Vedas
(and modes of performing them, with greater or less solem
nity, are there taught), cannot be deemed laudable acts of
religion; on the contrary, they are pronounced to be at least
mediately criminal; and pains in hell, as for homicide, await
the malevolent man who thus practises against the life of
his enemy.

Another instance, discussed in the same chapter, is
chitra, applied to a sacrifice performed for acquisition of
cattle. It is questioned whether the feminine termination,
joined to the ordinary signification of the word, indicates
a female victim of a varied colour. It intends, however, an

• M{m. 4. 3.10. t lb. 4. 1. 9. t lb. J. 4. 5. and 3.7. 23
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offering termed various, as consisting of no less than six
different articles: honey, milk, curds, boiled butter, rice in
the husk as well as clean, and water.•

In like manner, udbhid is the name of a sacrifice directed
to be performed for the like purpose: that is, by a person
desirous of possessing cattle. The sense approaches to the
etymology of the term: it is a ceremony " by which pos
" session of cattle is, as it were, dug up." It does not

. imply that some tool for delving, as a spade or hoe for
digging up the earth, is to be actually employed in the
ceremony.

A question of considerable interest, as involving the
important one concerning property in the soil in India, is
discussed in the sixth lecture.t At certain sacrifices, such
as that which is called viSwajit, the votary, for whose
benefit the ceremony is performed, is enjoined to bestow all
his property on the officiating priests. It is asked whether
a paramount sovereign shall give all the land, including
pasture-ground, highways, and the site oflakes and ponds;
an universal monarch, the whole earth; and a subordinate
prince, the entire province over which he rules? To that
question the answer is: the monarch has not property in
the earth, nor the subordinate prince in the land. By con
quest kingly power is obtained, and property in house and
and field which belonged to the enemy. The maxim of the
law, that "the king is lord of all excepting sacerdotal
"wealth," concerns his authority for correction of the
wicked and protection of the good. His kingly power is
for government of the realm and extirpation of wrong; and
for that purpose he receives taxes from husbandmen, and
levies fines from offenders. But right of property is not
thereby vested in him; else he would have property in

• Mm. I. 4,3. t lb. 6.7·2.
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house and land appertaining to the subjects abiding in his
dominions. The earth is not the king's, but is common to
all beings enjoying the fruit of their own labour. It be
longs, says JAJMINI, to all alike: therefore, although a
gift of a piece of ground to an individual does take place,
the whole land cannot be given by a monarch, nor a pro.
vince by a subordinate prince; but house and field, acquired
by purchase and similar means, are liable to gift,'..

The case which will be here next cited, will bring to
recollection the instance of the Indian Calanus,t who ac
companied Alexander's army, and burnt himself at Babylon
.after the manner of his country.

This particular mode of religious suicide by cremation is
now obsolete; as that of widows is in some provinces of
:India, and it may be hoped will become so in the rest, if
no injudicious interference by direct prohibition arouse
opposition and prevent the growing disuse. Other modes
of religious suicide not unfrequently occur; such as drown
ing, burying alive, falling from a precipice or under the
wheels of an idol's car, &c. But they are not founded on
the Vedas, as that by burning is.

Self-immolation, in that ancient form of it, is a solemn
sacrifice, performed according to rites which the Vedas
direct, by a man desirous of passing immediately to heaven
without enduring disease. He engages priests, as at other
sacrifices, for the various functions requisite to the per
formance of the rites, being himself the votary for whose
benefit the ceremony is undertaken. At a certain stage of
it, after wrapping a cloth round a branch of udumbara (ficus
glomerata), which represents a sacrificial stake, and having
appointed the priests to complete the ceremony, he chants

• §AB. MA.DH. and C'HANDA, ad locum. t Calyana. '

VOL. J. y
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a solemn hymn, and casts himself on a burning pile wherein
his body is consumed. Afterwards, whatever concerns the
rite as a sacrificial ceremony, is to be completed by the
attendant priests: omitting, however, those matters which
specially appertain to the votary, and which, after his death,
there is no one competent to perform.*

In like manner, if the principal die by a natural death,
after engaging Brahmalws to co-operate with him in the
celebration of certain rites requiring the aid of several
priests, his body is to be burnt, and his ashes kept to
represent him; and the ceremony is completed for his bene
fit, according to one opinion, but for theirs according to
another. The ashes, it is argued, do not perform the
ceremony, but the priests do. Being inanimate, the bones
cannot fulfil the prescribed duties peculiar to the principal :
as utterance of certain prayers, shaving of hair and beard,
measure of his stature with a branch of udumbara, &c.
These and similar functions are not pl'llcticable by an inani
mate skeleton, and therefore are unavoidably omitted.t

The full complement of persons officiating at a great
solemnity is seventeen. This number, as is shown, includes
the votary or principal, who is assisted by sixteen priests
engaged by him for different offices, which he need not
personally discharge. His essential function is the pay
ment of their hire or sacrificial fee.t

They rank in different gradations, and are remunerated
proportionably. Four, whose duties are most important,
receive the full perquisite; four others are recompensed
with a half; the four next with a third; and the four last
with a quarter.

On occasions of less solemnity four priests only are
engaged, making with the principal five officiating persons.

• ./IIim. 10. 2. 23. t lb. 10. 2.17-20. : lb. 3.7.8-17.
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A question is raised, whether the immolator of a victim at
the sacrifice of an animal (usually a goat) be a distinct
officiating person: the ~swer is in the negative. Noone
is specially engaged for immolator independently of other
functions; but some one of the party, who has other duties
to discharge, slays the victim in the prescribed manner,
and is accordingly termed immolator.·

The victims at some sacrifices are numerous: as many as
seventeen at the vajapeya, made fast to the same number
of stakes; and at an aSwamed'ha not fewer than six hun
dred and nine of all descriptions, tame and wild, terrestrial
and aquatic, walking, flying, swimming, and creeping things,
distributed among twenty-one stakes and in the intervals
between them; the tame made fast to the stakes, and the
wild secured in cages, nets, baskets, jars, and hollow canes,
and by various other devices. The wild are not to be slain,
but at a certain stage of the ceremony let loose. The tame
ones, or most of them (chiefly goats), are to be actually
immolated.

The various rites are successively performed for each vic
tim; not completed for one before they are commenced for
another. But the consecration of the sacrificial stakes is
perfected for each in succession, because the votary is re
quired to retain hold of the stake until the consecration of
it is done.t

The foregoing instances may suffice to give some idea of
the nature of the subjects treated in the Mzmfmsa, and of
the way in which they are handled. ~ey have been select
ed as in themselves curious, rather than as instructive
specimens of the manner in which very numerous and varied
cases are examined and questions concerning ~hem resolved.
The arguments would be tedious, and the reasons of the

• IIfim. 3. 7. 13.

y 2
tIl>. ;j. 2. 1-5.
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solution would need much elucidation, and after all would,
in general, be uninteresting.

A few examples of the topics investigated, and still fewer
of the reasoning applied to them, have therefore been con
sidered as better conveying in a small compass a notion of
the multifarious subjects of the Mtmansci.

ebvGooglc



On the PHILOSOPHY of tke HINDUS.

PART IV.-

[From the Trana8ctions of the Royal Asiatic Society,
vol. ii. p. 1-39.]

INTllODUCTION.

A PRECEDING essay on Indian philosophy contained a
succinct account of the Carma-mtmansa. The present one
will be. devoted to the BraAma-mamansa; which, as the
complement of the fonner, is tenned uttara, later, con
trasted with purva, prior, being the investigation of proof,
deducible from the Vedas in regard to theology, as the
other is in regard to work8 and their merit. The two
together, then, comprise the complete system of interpre
tation of the precepts and doctrine of the Vedas, both prac
tical and theological. They are parts of one whole. The
later Mlmansa is supplementary to the prior, and is expressly
affirmed to be so: but, differing on many important points,
though agreeing on others, they are essentially distinct in a
religious as in a philosophical view_

The ordinary' designation of the Uttara-mtmansa is Ve
dO.nta, a term likewise of more comprehensive import. It
literally signifies" conclnsion of the Veda," and bears re
ference to the Upanishads, which are, for the most part,
terminating sections of the vedas to which they belong.
It implies, however, the doctrine derived from them, and
extends to books of sacred authority, in which that doc-

- Read at a public meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, April 7,
1827.
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trine is thence deduced; and in this large acceptation, it is
" the end and scope of the Vedas."

The followers of the VCdfmla have separated in several
sects, as ' ancient' and' modem' Vedanlins, and bearing
other designations. The points on which they disagree, and
the difference of their opinions, will not be a subject of the
present essay, but may be noticed in a future one.

Among numerous Upanishads, those which are princi
pally relied upon for the Vf:dfmta, and which accordingly
are most frequently cited, are the Ch'hand6gya, Caushltaci,
Vr'lhad arU1zyaca, Aitareyaca, Taittir~yaca, Cat'haca,
Cat'ha'lJallf, MUlutaca, PraSna, Swetaswatara; to which
may be added the isa-vasya, Gena, and one or two more.

Certain religious exercises, consisting chiefly in profoillid
meditation, with particular sitting postures rigorously con
tinued, are inculcated as preparing the student for the
attainment of divine knowledge, and promoting his acqui
sition of it. Directions concerning such devout exercises
are to be found in several of the Upanishads, especially in
the Swetawatara; and likewise in other portions of the
VCdas, as a part of the general ritual. These are accord
ingly cited by the commentators of the VCdfmta, and must
be considered to be comprehended under that general term ;fi

and others from different sac'has of the Vedas, as further
exemplified in a note below.t

• For instancE', the Agni rahasga hrfJImafla of the Canwas and of
the Vajins (or Vajasaneyins); the Rashasya bruhmana of the Tandins
and of the Paingins.

t The Udgit'ha-brahmafm of the V6jasaneyins, the Panchflgni-l1idyfJ.
pracarana of the samE', the C'hila grant'ha of the Ranayan'iyas the
Prafla-saml1fuia or Prafla-vidya, Dahara-vidyti, Bardo-mdya, Para
matma-vidya, Satya-vidya, VaisUJanara-vidya, sanailya-vidya, Vama
dellya-vidya, Upacosala-vidy6, Paryanca-vidya, Madhu-vidya, ShOlJaSa
caul-l,idya, Samt'arga-vidya, &c.
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Besides the pOltion of the Vedas understood to be in
tended by the designation of Vedanta, the grand authority
for its doctrine is the collection of sutras, or aphorisms,
entitled B7'fJhme-sutra or Slzrzraca-mlmansa, and sometimes
Sarzra-sutra or Vedfmta-sutra. ,';arlra, it should be OD
served, signifies embodied or incarnate (soul).

Other authorities are the ancient scholia of that text,
which is the standard work of the science; and didactic
poems comprehended under the designation of smrzti, a
name implying a certain degree of veneration due to the
authors. Such are the Bhagavad glta and Y6ga-vasisht'ha,
reputed to be inspired writings.

Writers on the VEDANTA.
,

The SarZTaCa-mZmansa or Brahme-sittra, above-mention-
ed, is a collection of succinct aphorisms attributed to
BADARAYANA, who is the same with VYASA or Veda
vyasa; also called Dwaipayana or Crzshlta-dwaipayana.
According to mythology, he had in a former state, being
then a brahmana bearing the name of APANTARA-TAMAS,·
acquired a perfect knowledge of revelation and of the
divinity, and was consequently qualified for eternal beati
tude. Nevertheless, by special command of the deity, he
resumed a corporeal frame and the human shape, at the
period intervening between the third and fourth ages of the
present world, and was compiler of the Vedas, as his title
of Vyasa implies.

In the Pura.ftas, and by PARASARA, he is said to be an
incarnation (avatara) of VISHNU. This, however, is not
altogether at variance with the foregoing legend; since
ApA NTARA-TAMAS, having attained perfection, was identi
fied with the deity; and his resumption of the human form
was a descent of the god, in mythological notions.

• SANe. &r. on Br. SUtr. 3.3.32.
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Apart from mythology, it is not to be deemed unlikely,
that the person (whoever he really was) who compiled and

arranged the Vedas, was led to compose a treatise on their
scope and essential doctrine. But V YASA is also reputed

author of the MaMbltarata, and most of the principal Pll
ranas; and that is for the contrary reason improbable, since
the doctrine of the puranas, and even of the Bkagavad ~ta

and the rest of the Mahabharata, are not quite consonant to
that of the Vedas, as expounded in, the Brakme-sUtras.
The same person would not have deduced from the same
premises such different conclusions.

The name of BADARAYANA frequently recurs in the
sutras ascribed to him, as does that of JAIMINI, the re

puted author of the Purva-mimansa, in his. I have already
remarked, in the preceding essay,· on the mention of an
author by his name, and in the third person, in his own
work. It is nothing unusual in literature or science of other
nations: but a Hindu commentator will account for it, by
presuming the actnal composition to be that of a disciple
recording the words of his teacher.

Besides BADARAYAiAhimself,and his great predecessor
J AIMINI, several other distinguished names likewise occur,
though less frequently: some which are also noticed in the
Purva-m~mansa, asATREvi and BADARI; and some which
are not there found, as ASMARAT'HY A, AU:6UL6MI,
CARSHNAJlNI, and CASACdTSN A; and the Y6ga of Pa
tanjali, which consequently is an anterior work; as indeed
it must be, if its scholiast, as generally acknowledged, be
the same V YABA who is the author of the aphorisms of the
Uttara-mima7l.Sa.

The sanraca is also posterior to the atheistical Sanc'nya
of OAPILA, to whom,' or at least to his doctrine, there are
many marked allusions in the text.

• See p. 296, of this volume.



VKDANTA. 329

The atomic system of CANADE (or, as the scholiast of
the sar~raca, in more than one place, contumeliously de
signates him, CANA-BHUJ or CANABHACSHA) is frequently
adverted to for the purpose of confutation; as are the most
noted heretical systems, viz. the several sects of Jainas,
the Bauddhas, the Pasupatas with other classes of Makes
waras, the Pancharatras or BhagavatlU, and divers other
schismatics.

From this, which is also supported by other reasons,
there seems to be good ground for considering the sar~raca

to be the latest of the six grand systems of doctrine (dar
sana) in Indian philosophy: later, likewise, than the heresies
which sprung up among the Hindus of the military and
mercantile tribes (cskatriya and vaiSya) and which, disclaim
ing the Vedas, set up a Ji7la or a Buddha for an object
of worship; and later even than some, which, acknowledg
ing the Vedas, have deviated into heterodoxy in their inter
pretation of the text.

In a separate essay,· I have endeavoured to give some
account of the heretical and heterodox sects which the
Slzrrraca confutes: and of which the tenets are explained,
for the elucidation of that confutation, in its numerous
commentaries. I allude particularly to the Jainas, Baud
has, Cnarvacas, pa£'Upatas, and Pancharatras.

The sutras of BADARAYANA are arranged in four books
or lectures (adhyaya), each subdivided into four chapters
or quarters <pada). Like the aphorisms of the prior Mr
mama, they are distributed very unequally into sections,
arguments, cases, or topics (adhicarana). The entire num
ber of sutras is 555; of adhicaranas 191. But in this
there is a little uncertainty, for it appears from SANCARA,
that earlier commentaries subdivided some adhicaranas,
where he writes the aphorisms in one section.

• See p. 382, of this volume.
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An lUllticaralta in the later, as in the prior Mzmansa,
consists of five members or parts: 1st, the subject and
matter to be explained; 2d, the doubt or question concern
ing it; 3d. the plausible solution orprimd facie argument;
4th, the answer, or demonstrated conclusion and true s0

lution; 5th, the pertinence or relevancy and connexion.
But in BiDARAYANA'S aphorisms, as in those of

J AI MIN I, no adkicarana is fully set forth. Very freqnently
the solntion only is given by a single sUtTa, which obscurely
hints the question, and makes no allusion to any different
plausible solution, nor to arguments in favour of it. More
rarely the opposed solution is examined at some length, and
arguments in support of it are discussed through a string of
brief sentences.

Being a sequel of the prior Mimansa, the latter adopts
the same distinctions of six sources of knowledge or modes
of proof· which are taught by J AI MIN I, supplied where he
is deficient by the old scholiast. There is, indeed, no direct
mention of them in the Brakme-sutras, beyond a frequent
reference to oral proof, meaning revelation, which is sixth
among those modes. But the commentators make ample
use of a logic which employs the same terms with that of
the Purva-mlmansa, being founded on it, though not with
out amendments on some points. Among the rest, the
Yedantins have taken the syllogism (nyaya) of the dialectic
philosophy, with the ob,,-ious improvement of reducing its
five members to three.t "It consists," as expressly de
clared, " of three, not of five parts; for as the requisites of
" the inference are exhibited by three members, two more
"are superfluous. They are either the proposition, the
" reason, and the example; or the instance, the applica
" cation, and the conclusion."

In this state it is a perfectly regular syllogism, as I had

• vedanta pm·ibhasha. t vedanta paribhti.~l/(i.
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occasion to remark in a former essay:* and it naturally be
comes a question, whether the emendation was borrowed
from the Greeks, or being sufficiently obvious, may be
deemed purely Indian, fallen upon without hint or as
sistance from another quarter. The improvement does not
appear to be of ancient date, a circumstance which favours
the supposition of its having been bolTowed. The earliest
works in which I have found it mentioned are of no an
tiquity·t

The logic of the two Mzmllnsas merits a more full exami- .
nation than the limits of the present essay allow, and it has
been reserved for a separate conside~tion at a future oppor
tunity, because it has been refined and brought into a regu
lar form by the followers, rather than by the founders of
either school.

The So,nraca-sutras are in the highest degree obscure,
and could never have been intelligible without an ample
interpretation. Hinting the question or its solution, rather
than proposing the one or briefly delivering the other,
they but allude to the subject. Like the aphorisms of
other Indian sciences, they must from the first have been
accompanied by the author's exposition of the meaning,
whether orally taught by him or communicated in writing.

Among ancient scholiasts of the Brah,ne-sutras the name
of BAUDHAYANA occurs: an appellation to which rever
ence, as to that ofa saint or rtshi, attaches. He is likewise
the reputed author of a treatise on law. An early gloss,
under the designation of vr'itti, is quoted without its
author's name, and is understood to be adverted to in the
remarks of later writers, in several instances, where no
particular reference is however expressed. It is apparently

• See p. 292, of this volume.

t In the vedanta paribhashii and Padiirt'ha dipica.
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BAUDHAYANA'S. An ancient writer on both nUmansas
(prior and later) is cited, under the name of UPAVARSHA,
with the epithet of venerable (bhagavat),· implying that
he was a holy personage. He is noticed in the supplement
to the Amera-c6sha t as a saint (muni), with the titles or
additions of Hala-bhrlti, Crlta-c6ti, and Ayachita. It
does not appear that any of his works are now forthcoming.

The most distinguished scholiast of these sutras, in
modem el:ltimation, is the celebrated SANCARA ACHARYA,
the founder of a sect among Hindus which is yet one of the
most prevalent. I have had a former occasion of discuss
ing the antiquity of this eminent person; and the subject
has been since examined by RAM A M6HEN RAY A and by
Mr. Wilson.t I continue of opinion, that the period when
he flourished may be taken to have been the close of the
eighth or beginning of the ninth century of the ChriStian
era ; and I am confirmed in it by the concurring opinions
of those very learned persons.

How much earlier the older scholia were, or the text
itself, there is no evidence to determine. If the reputed
a~thor be the true one, it would be necessary to go back
nearly two thousand years, to the era of the arrangement
of the Vedas by Vv1SA.

SANCARA'S gloss or perpetual commentary of the sutras
bears the title of Sarfraca-mfmansa-bhOsnya. It has been
annotated and interpreted by a herd of commentators;
and among others, and most noted, by .vAC HESP ATI
MISRA, in the BhOmati or 8arfraca-bltf18hya-vibhaga.

This is the same VACHESPATI, whose commentaries on
the Sanc'hya-carica of IswARA CHANDRA, and on the
text and gloss of PATANJALI'S Y6ga and G6TAMA'S
Nyaya, were noticed in former essays. II He is the author

• SANO. 3. 3. 53. t Tric6:fUla ,esha.
t Sanserit Diet., first edit., pref. p. xvi.

\I See pp. 233, 235, 262, of this volume.
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of other treatises on dialectics (Nyaya), and of one entitled
Tat1ca-vindu on the Purva-mzma1l8a, as it is expounded
by BHAffA. All his works,in every department, are held
in high and deserved estimation.

VACHESPATI'S exposition of SANCARA'S gloss, again,
has been amply annotated and explained in the Vedanta
calpataru of ANALANANDA, surnamed Vyasasrama;
whose notes, in. their tum, become the text for other
scholia: especially a voluminous collection under the title
ofParimala, or Vedanta-calpataru-parimala, by Apy AY A

niCSHITA (author of several other works); and an abridged
one, under that of Vedfmta-calpataru-maryarz, by VIDYA

NAT'HA BHAfi"A.

Other commentaries on SANCARA'S gloss are numerous
and esteemed, though not burdened with so long a chain
of scholia upon scholia: for instance, the Brahma-vidya~

bharana by ADWAITANANDA,· and the Bkashya-ratna
prabna by G6VINDAN ANDA: both works of acknowledged
merit.

These multiplied expositions of the text and of the gloss
furnish an inexhaustible fund of controversial disquisition,
suited to the disputatious schoolmen of India. On many

• It is by Mr. Ward named V~danla sfdra vyac'hya by BKAHMA

VIDYABHARA{U, mistaking the title of the work for the appellation
of the author. Yet it is expressly affirmed in the rubric and colopbon
to be the work of AnwAITANANDA, who abridged it from an ampl~r

commentary by RAMANANDA TiRT'HA. The mistake is the more re
markable, as the same AOWAITANANDA was preceptor of SADANAN

DA, whose work, the Vedanta-sara, Mr. Ward attempted to translate;
and the only part of SADANANDA'S preface, which is preserved in the
,-ersion, is that preceptor's name. Mr. Ward's catalogue of treatises
extant belonging to this school of philosophy exhibits other like errors.
He puts MfJdhava for Madhusudana, the name of an autbor; converts
a commentary (the Muctavali) into an abridgment; and turns tbe
text (mula) oftbe Vedanta-sam into its essence_ Ward's Hindus, vol.
iv. pp.172, 173.
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occasions, however, they are usefully consulted, in succes

sion, for annotations supplying a right interpretation of ob

scure passages in SANCARA'S scholia or in VVAsA'S text.

Another perpetual commentary on the sutrasofthe Bartra
ca by a distinguished author, is the work of the celebrated

RAMANUJA, the founder of a sect which has sprung as a
schism out of the Vedantin. The points of doctrine, on

which these great authorities differ, will be inquired into in

another place. It may be readily supposed that they are

not unfrequently at variance in the interpretation of the text,

and I shall, therefore, make little use of the scholia of

RAMANUJA for the present essay. For the same reason,
I make no reference to the commentaries of BALLABHA

ACHARYA, BHAfi'A BHASCARA, ANANTA TiRT'HA sur

named MADHU, and NiLACANf'HA, whose interpretations

differ essentially on some points from SANCARA'S.

Commentaries on the Barlraca-sutras by authors of less

note are extremely numerous. I shall content myself with
naming such only as are immediately under view, vi:z. the

Vedanta-sutra-muctavali by BRAHMANANDA-SARASWA
'1'1';.. the Brakma-sutra-bltO,shya or Mfmansa-bkaskya,
by BHASCARACH AR VA; the Vedanta-sutra-vyac'kyo.
ckandrica, by BHAvADEv A MISRA; the Vyasa-sutrfH-vr'itti,
by RA NGANAT'H A; the Sub6dhinz or Barlra-sutra-sarart'ka

chandrica, by GANGADHARA; and the Brahmamr'ita-ver
shini, by RAMANANDA.

This list might with ease be greatly enlarged. Two of

the commentaries, which have been consulted in progress

of preparing the present essay, are without the author's

name, either in preface or colophon, in the only copies

which I have seen; and occasions have occurred for noticing

authors of commentaries on other branches of philosophy, as

• Mr. ''IT ard calls this an ahridg'ment of the Vcdiint(/·~fttr(/8. It
is no ahrirlgment, hilt a commentary in ordinary form.
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well as on the Brahma-mlmansa (for instance, V IJ NyiN A
BHICSHU, author of the S6.nc'hya-sara and Y6ga-vartica).*

To these many and various commentaries in prose, on the
text and on the scholia, must be added more than one in
verse. For instance, the SancsMpa-sarzraca, which is a
metrical paraphrase of text and gloss, by SARVAJNYATMA
GIRl a sannyasz: it is expounded bya commentary entitled
Anwayart'ha-pracaBica, by RiMA TIRT'HA, disciple of
CRIsHNA TIRT'HA, and author of several other works; in
particular, a commentary on the Upadesa-sahasrl, and one
on the Vedanta-sara.

Besides his great work, the interpretation of the sUtras,
SANCARA wrote commentaries on all the principal or im

portant Upanishads. His preceptor, G6VIN DA, and the
preceptor's teacher, GAu6APADA, had already written com
mentaries on many of them.

SANCARA is author, likewise, of several distinct treatises;
the most noted of which is the Upadesa-salwsrl, a metrical
summary of the doctrine deduced by him from the Upani
shads and Brahma-sutras, in his commentaries on those
original works. The text of the Upadesa-saltasrz has been
expounded by more than one commentator; and among
others by RAMA TIRT'HA, already noticed for his comment
on the SancsMpa-sarlraca. His gloss of the Upadesa-sa

hasrz is entitled Pada-y6janica.
Elementary treatises on the Vedanta are very abundant.

It may suffice to notice a few which are popular and in
general use, and which have been consulted in the prepara
tion of the present essay.

The Yedanta-paribh6.shtt of DHARMA-RAJA DicsHITA
explains, as its title indicates, the technical terms of the

Vedanta; and, in course of doing so, opens most of the

• See p. 231, 235, of this volume.
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principal points of its doctrine. A commentary on this

work by the author's son, RAMA-cdsHNA DicSHITA, bears

the title of vedanta-Sic'kamani. Taken together, they form
an useful introduction to the study of this branch of Indian
philosophy.

The vedanta-sara is a popular compendium of the entire

doctrine of the Vedanta."'" It is the work of SADANANDA,

disciple of .A.DWAYANANDA or ADWAITANANDA before

mentioned, and has become the text for several commen

taries; and, among the rest, the Vidwan-man6-ranjin~,by

• Mr. Ward has given, in the fourth volume of his View of the
History, Literature, and Mythology of the Hindus (third edition) a
translation of the Viddnta-sara. I wish to speak as gently as I can
of Mr. Ward's performance; but baviug collated this, I am bound to
say it is no versron of the original text, and seems to have been made
from an oral exposition through the medium of a different language,
probably the Bengalese. Tbis will be evident to the oriental scholar
on the slightest comparison: for example, the introduction, which
does not correspond with the original in so much as a single word,
the name of the author's preceptor alone excepted; nor is there a
word of the translated introduction couIrtenanced by any of the com
mentaries. At the commencement of the treatise, too, where the
requisite qualifications of a student are enumerated, Mr. Ward makps
his author say, that a person possessing those qualifications is heir to
the vUa (p. I76). There is no term in the text, nor in the commen
taries, which could suggestthe notion of heir; unlesa Mr. Ward has
so translated aahicari (a competent or qualified person), which in
Bengalese signifies proprietor, or, with the epithet uttara (uttara
dhictlri) heir or successor. It would be needless to pursue the compa
rison further. The meaning of the original is certainly not to be
gathered from such translations of this and (as Mr. Ward terms them)
of other principal works of the Hindus, which he has presented to the
public.

I was not aware, when preparing the former esaays on the Philoso
phy of the Hindus which have been inserted in the first volume of
the Transactions of Royal Asiatic Society, that Mr. Ward had treated
the same topics: but I think it now unnecessary to revert to the sob
ject, for the purpose of offering any remarks on his explanation ofother
branches of Indian philosophy.
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RAMA-TiRT'HA, who has been already twice noticed for

other works; and the SuMdkini, by NRYSINHA SARAS
WATt, disciple of CRYsHNANANDA.

A few other treatises may be here briefly noticed.

The So.stra-siddhanta-Usa-sangraka, by Apy AYA or
(ApYAI) DicSHITA, sonofRANGANAT'HA or RANGARAJA

nicsHITA, and author of the Parimala on the SiddlW.nta
calpataru, before-mentioned, as well as of other works,

has the benefit of a commentary, entitled CrZsMt6.lancara,
by ACHYUTA CRYsHNANANDA TiRT'HA, disciple of SWA

YAM-PRACASANANDA SARAswATi. The V6dcmta-sid
dlW.nta-vindu, by MADHUSUDAN A, disciple of VISWESWA

RANANDA SARASWATi, and author of the Vedanta-calpa
latica, and of other works, is in like manner commented on

by BRAHMANANDA, disciple of NARAYANA TiRT'HA.

Analysis.·

The Uttara-mfmansa opens precisely as the Purva, an

nouncing the purport in the same terms, except a single,

but most important word, brakme instead of dkarma~

I Next, therefore, the inquiry is concerning GOD.'t It pro

ceeds thus: '[He is that] whence are the birth and [conti
I nuance, and dissolution] of [this world]: [He is] the source

• of [revelation or] holy ordinance. ':t: That is, as the com

mentators infer from these aphorisms so expounded, 'He
, is the omnipotent creator of the world and the omniscient

I author of revelation.' It goes on to say, 'This appears

, from the import and right construction of holy writ. '§

• In this analysis of the mtras, a portion of the scholia or expla
nations of commentators is blended with the text, for a brief abstract
and intelligible summary of the doctrine.

t Br. Sutr. 1. 1. ; I. t lb.; 2 alld 3. ; lb. ;4.

VOL. I. z
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The author of the ,utras next· enters upon a confutation

of the Sane'hyas, who insist that nature, termed prad!hana,
which is the material cause of the universe, as they affirm,
is the same with the omniscient and omnipotent cause of

the world recognised by the Vedal. It is not so ; for ' wish'
(consequently volition) is attributed to that cause, which
moreover is termed (atman) soul: ' He wished to be many
, and prolific. and became manifold.' And again, ' He de
, sired to be many, &.c.•.••. ."t Therefore he is a sentient

rational being; not insensible, as the pracr'iti (nature) or
pradhana (matter) of CAPILA is affirmed to be.

In the sequel of the first chapter:!: questions are raised
upon divers passages of the Vedas, alluded to in the text,
and quoted in the scholia, where minor attributes are

seemingly assigned to the world's cause; or in whieh subor
dinate designations occur, such as might be supposed to
indicate an inferior being, but are shown to intend the
supreme one.

The cases (adhicaraltas) or questions arising on them

are examined and resolved concisely and obscurely in the
,utras, fully and perspicuously in the scholia.

, .The omnipotent, omniscient, sentient cause of the uni

'verse, is (anandamaya) essentially happy.~ He is the
, brilliant, golden person, seen within (antar) the solar orb

, and the human eye.1/ He is the etherial element (acasa),
, from which all things proceed and to which all return.~ He
, is the Meath (Prana) in which all beings merge, into which
, they all rise." He is the light (jy6tish) which shines in
'heaven, and in all places high and low, every where
, throughout the world, and within the human person. He
, is the Meath (Prana) and intelligent self, immortal, unde-

• Br. SUtr.§5. (mtr. 5. II.) t Ch'hfJndfJgya, 6.

§ Taittinya. II Ch'handbgya, 1. ~ Ch'nandO!I!Ia, 1.

n 6 to § 11.
•• Udtfll'ka.
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'caying,andhappy, with which INDRA, in a dialogue with
'PRATARDANA, identifies himself."

The term prEnZa, which is the subject of two of the
sections just quoted (~ 9 and 11), properly and primarily
signifies respiration, as well as certain other vital actions
(inspiration, energy, expiration, digestion, or circulation of
nourishment); and secondarily, the senses and organs.t
But, in the passages here referred to, it is employed for a
different signification, intending the supreme Brahme; as
also in divers other texts of the Vedas: and, among the
rest, in one where the senses are said to be absorbed into
it during profound sleept; for' while a man sleeps without
, dreaming, his soul is with Brahme.'

Further cases of the like nature, but in which the indi.
cations of the true meaning appear .less evident, are dis
cussed at length in the second and third chapters of the
first book. Those in which the distinctive attributes of the
supreme being are more positively indicated by the passage
whereon a question arises, had been considered in the fore
going chapter: they are not so clearly denoted in the pas
sages DOW examined. Such as concern GOD as the object
of devout meditation and worship, are for the most part
collected in the second chapter; those which relate to
Go D as the object of knowledge, are reserved for the third.
Throughout these cases, completed where requisite by the
BCholiast, divers interpretations of a particular term or
phrase are first proposed, as obvious and plausible, and
reasons favourable to the proposed explanation set forth;
but are set aside by stronger arguments, for a different and
opposite construction. The reasoning is here omitted, as
it would need much elucidation; and the purpose of this

• CausllUad. t Br. SUtr. 2.4. § 1,6. (S. 1,13.)

t SAxe. &c. on Br. Sutr. 1. I. § 9.

z 2
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analysis is to exhibit the topics treatedl and but summarily
the manner of handling them.

It is not the embodied (sarira) and individual soul, but
the supreme Brahme himself,· on whom devout meditation
is to be fixed, as enjoined in a passage which declares :
, this universe is indeed Brahme j. for it springs from him,
I merges in him, breathes in him: therefore, serene, wor
I ship him. Verily, a devout man, as are his thoughts or
, deeds in this world, such does he become departing hence
, [in another birth]. Frame then the devout meditation,
'" 1" bod d d . h . d " 'ta IVlng y en ue Wit rom .

It is neither fire nor the individual soul, but the supreme
being, who is the 'devourer' (attrt) described in the dia
logue between YAMA and NlcHICETAS:t ' who, then,
, knows where abides that being, whose food is the priest
, and the soldier (and all which is fixt or moveable), and
, death is his sauce l'

In the following passage, the supreme spirit, and not
the intellectual faculty, is associated with the individual
living soul, as " two occupying the cavity or ventricle of
the heart" (gultlzm pravishtau atmanau). 'Theologists,
, as well as worshippers maintaining sacred fires, term light
, and shade the contrasted two, who abide in the most
'excellent abode, worthy of the supreme, occupying the
, cavity (of the heart), dwelling together in the worldly
'body, and tasting the certain fruit of good (or of evil)
I works.,§

• Brahman is, in this acceptation, a neuter noun (nom. Brakme or
Brakma); and the lame term in the masculine (nom. Brakma), is one
of the three gods who constitute one person. But it is more conformable
with our idiom to employ the masculine exclusively, and many San
Berrt terms of the same import are mlUlculine; as Paramatman(-tmd),
Parameswara, &c.

t Ck'MndOgga,3. &inailya-vid!lG. Br. SutT. 1. 2. § 1, (S. J, 8.)
t Cat'hafJalll, 2. Br. SUtT. 1. 2. § 2. (S. 9, 10).
§ Cat'hafJaJl', 3. Br. S. 1. 2. § 3. (S. 11, 12.)
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In the following extract from a dialogue,· in which
SATYAcAMA instructs UPAC6SALA, the supreme being is
meant; not the reflected image in the eye, nor the inform
ing deity of that organ, nor the regent of the sun, nor
the individual intelligent soul. 'This being, who is seen
, in the eye, is the self (ulman): He is immortal, fearless
'Brakme. Though liquid grease, or water,be dropped there
, in, it passes to the corners (leaving the eye-ball undefiled).'

So, in a dialogue, in which YAJ NYAW ALCYA instructs
UDDALACA,t " the internal check" (antaryamin) is the
supreme being ; and not the individual soul, nor the ma
terial cause of the world, nor a subordinate deity, the con
scious informing regent of the earth, nor a saint possessing
transcendent power: where premising, 'he who eternally
, restrains (or governs) this and the other world, and all
I beings therein,' the instructor goes on to say: 'who stand
I ing in the earth is other than the earth, whom the earth
I knows not, whose body the earth is, who interiorly restrains
, (and governs) the earth: the same is thy soul (and mine),
I the " internal check" (anlaryamin), immortal, &.c.'

Again, in another dialogue, ANGIRAS, in answer to
MAHASALA, who with SAUNACA visited him for instruc
tion, declares' there are two sciences, one termed inferior,
I the other superior. The inferior comprises the four Vedas,
I with their appendages, grammar, &'c.' (all of which he
enumerates): 'but the superior (or best and most beneficial)
I is that by which the unalterable (being) ill comprehended,
'who is invisible (imperceptible by organs of sense), un
I grasped (not prehensible by organs of action), come of no
I race, belonging to no tribe, devoid of eye, ear (01' other

• Ch'hfJndbgya,4. Upacowla.vidya. Br. Sittr. 1. 2. § 4. (8. 13, 17.)

t Vnhad aranyaca, 5. Br. Sittr. 1. 2. § 5. (8. 18, 20.)

: MunJJaca, an Upanishad of the At'harvana. Br. Sutr. 1. 2. § 6.
(8.2),23.)
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, 8ensitive organ), destitute of hand, foot (or other instrument

, of action), everlasting lord, preBent every where, yet most

'minute. Him, invariable, the wise contemplate as the
, source (or caU8e) of beings. As the spider puts forth and
, draws in his thread, as plants spring from the earth (and

, return to it), as hair of the head and body grows from the
, living man, so does the univef8e come of the uaalterable
, ...... ' Here it is the supreme being, not nature or a

material cause, nor an embodied individual soul, who is
the invisible (adrcSya) ungrasped sOurce of (all) beings
(bkuta-!l6ni).

In a dialogue between several interlocutors, PRlcHiNA
SALA, UDDALACA, and ASWAPATI, king of the Caiceyu,
(of which a version at length was inserted in an essay on the
Vedas,· the terms vaiSwanara and atman occur (there trans
lated universal souI). The ordinary acceptation of vawa
nara is fire: and it is therefore questioned, whether the ele
ment offire be not here meant, or the regent of fire, that is,
the conscious, informing deity of it, or a particular deity de
scribed as having an igneous body, or animal heat designated
as alvine fire; and whether likewise atman intends the living,
individual BOul, or the supreme being. The answer is, that
the junction of both general terms limits the sense, and re
stricts the purport of the passage to the single object to

which both terms are applicable: it relates, then, to the
supreme being.t

Under this section the author twice cites JAIMINJ:t
once for obviating any difficulty or apparent contradiction
in this place, by taking the term in its literal and etymologi
cal sense (universal guide of men), instead of the particular

acceptation of fire; and again, as justifying, by a parallel
passage in another Veda,§ an epithet intimating the minute

• Seep.84,ofthisvolume. t Ch'han~a,5.Br.SUtr.1.2.§ 7.(8.24,32.)

: lb. S. 28 and 31. § Vtijasani.yi brahmailfJ.
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size of the being in question (prlulUa-matra), a span long.·
On this last point other ancient authors are likewise cited:
one, A§MARAT'HYA, who explains it as the result of shrink

ing or condensation; the other, B1DAI1I, as a fruit of

imagination or mental conception.t Reference is also made to

another sac'/W, of the V6da,t where the infinite, supreme soul

is said to occupy the spot between the eye-brows and nose.
, That on which heaven and earth and the intermediate

, traDspicuous region are fixt, mind, with the vital airs (or

• sensitive organs), know to be the one soul (atman) : reject
, other doctrines. This alone is the bridge of immortality.' ~

In this passage of an Upanishad of the At'harvana,
BRABME is intended, and not any other supposed site
(ayataaa) of heaven, earth, &c.

Ina dialogue between NAREDAand SANATCUMARA, the
(Muman) , great' one, proposed as an object of inquiry for

him who desires unlimited happiness, since there is no bliss

in that which is finite and small, is briefly defined. • He is
, great, in whom nought else is seen, heard, or known, but

• that wherein ought else is seen, heard, or known, is

• small.'11 Here the supreme being is meant; not breath
(prana), which had been: previously mentioned as greatest,

in a climax of enumerated objects.
So, in a dialogue between YAJN YAW ALCY A and his wife

G1RGt,~ being asked by her, ' the heaven above, and the

• earth beneath, and the transpicuous region between, and all

• which has been, is, and will be, whereon are they woven and

• sewnl' answers, the ether (acasa); and being further asked,

• By an oversight, the expression relative to diminutive dimension
was omitted in the translated passage.

t Br. Sfdr. 1. 2. 29.30. f Jahala.
§ MufUlaca. Br. SUtr. 1. 3. § 1. (8. 1, 7.)
U Ch'hdndOgya, 7. Bhumavidga. Br. Sutr. 1. 3. § 2. (8.8, 9.)

'IT Vrthad orang. 5. Br. Sutr. I. 3. § 3. (8.10,12.)
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what it is on which ether is woven or sewn? replies, ' the
'unvaried being, whom Brakmanas affirm to be neit.her
, coarse nor subtile, neither short nor long...•.. .' It is the
supreme being who is here meant.

The mystic syllable 6m, composed of three elements of
articulation, is a subject of devout meditation; and the
efficacy of that meditation depends on the limited or ex
tended sense in which it is contemplated. The question
concerning this mode of worship is discussed in a dialogue
between PIPPALADA and SATYACAMA.·

If the devotion be restricted to the sense indicated by
one element, the effect passes not beyond this world; if to
that indicated by two of the elements, it extends to the
lunar orb, whence however the soul returns to a new birth ;
if it be more comprehensive, embracing the import of the
three elements of the word, the ascent is to the solar orb,
whence, stripped of sin, and liberated as a snake which has
cast its slough, the soul proceeds to the abode of Brahme,
and to the contemplation of (purusha) him who resides in
a corporeal frame: that is, soul reposing in body (puri
saga).
. That mystic name, then, is applied either to the supreme
Brakme, uniform, with no quality or distinction of parts;
or to Brakme, not supreme, but an effect (carya) diver
sified, qualified; who is the same with the V IRAJ and
HIRANYA-GARBHA ofmythology, bomin the mundane egg.

It appears from the latter part of the text, that it is the
supreme Brahme to whom meditatiou is to be directed,
and on whom the thoughts are to be fixed, for that great
result of liberation from sin and worldly trammels.

In a passage descriptive of the lesser ventricle of the
heart, it is said: ' within this body (Brakme-pura) BrahrMs

• FraSM, an Upanishad of the At'harvana. Br. Sdtr. 1. 3. § 4.
(S. 13.)
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, abode, is a (dahara) little lotus, a dwelling within which is
, a «(lahara) small vacuity occupied by ether (acasa). What
, that is which is within (the heart's ventricle) is to be
'inquired, and should be known.'· A question is here
raised, whether that' ether' (acasa) within the ventricle of
the heart be the etherial element, or the individual sensitive
soul, or the supreme one; and it is pronounced from the
context, tllat the supreme being is here meant.

, The sun shines not therein, nor the moon, nor stars:
, much less this fire. All shines after his effulgence (reflect
, ing his light), by whose splendour this whole (world) is
'illumined.'t In this passage it is no particular luminary or
mine of light, but the (prajnya) intelligent soul (supreme
Brahme) which shines with no bon-owed light.

In the dialogue between YAMA and N ACHld:TAS, before
cited, are the following passages. t 'A person (puru8na)
, no bigger than the thumb abides in the midst of self;' and
again, ' the person no bigger than the thumb is clear lUI a
, smokeless flame, lord of the past (present) and future; he
, is to-day and will be to-morrow: such is he (concerning
, whom you inquire).' This is evidently said of the supreme
ruler, not of the individual living soul.

i\nother passage of the same Upanishad~ declares:
, this whole universe, issuing from breath (prana), moves
, as it impels: great, terrible, as a clap of thunder. They,
, who know it, become immortal.' Brahme, not the thun
derbolt nor wind, is here meant.

, The living soul (samprasada) rising from this corporeal
, frame, attains the supreme light, and comes forth with his

• Ch'handogya, 8. Dahara-fJidya. Br. suer. 1. 3. 9 5. (8.14,21.)
t MufUlaca, Br. Suer. I. 3. 9 6. (8. 22, 23.)

t Cal'ha. 4. Br. Sutr. I. 3. 97. (8. 24, 25 )
9 Cat'hn. 6. Br. Sutr. 1. 3. 910. (8 39.)
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, identical form,'· It is neither the light of the SUD, nor the
visual organ, but Brahme, that is here meant.

• Ether {acasa) is the bearer (cause of bearing) of name
, and form. That in the midst of which they both are, is
, Brallme: it is immortality; it is 80ul,'t Acasa here
intends the supreme being, not the element 80 named.

In a dialogue between YAJNYAWALCYA and JANACA,~

in answer to an inquiry , which is the soul l' the intelligent
internal light within the heart is declared to be so. This

likewise is shown to relate to the supreme one, unaffected
by worldly course.

It had been intimated in an early aphorism of the first
chapter, that the Vedas, being rightly interpreted, do concur
in the same import, as there expressed concerning the
omnipotent and omniscient creator of the universe. § An
objection. to this conclusion is raised, upon the ground of

discrepancy remarked in various texts of the vedas, II which
coincide, indeed, in ascribing the creation to Brahme, but
differ in the order and particulars of the world's develop
ment. The apparent contradiction is reconciled, as they
agree on the essential points of the creator's attributes;
omnipotent and omniscient providence, lord of all, soul of
all, and without a second, &c.: and it was not the object
of the discrepant passages to declare the precise succession
and exact COID'Se of the world's formation.

Two more sections are devoted to expound passages
which define Brahme as creator, and which are shown to

comport no other construction. In one,~ cited from a dia
logue between AJATASATRU and BALACI, surnamed

• Ch'handOgya 8. Pmjapati-vidya, Br. SUtr. I. 3. ; II. (S. 40.)
t lb. ad finem, Br. SUtr. I. 3. ; 12. (S. 41.)
t Vr"rhad aranyaca, 6. Br. SUtr. 1. 3. ;13. (S. 42, 43.)

; Br. S. 1. 1. ; 4. II Clt'h6.ndfJgya, Taittiriya, and .Aitareya.

'If Caushitad lYrfJhmana. Br. S. I. 4. ; 5. (S. 16-18.)
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GA.RGY A, the object of meditation and worship is pro
nounced to be, , he who was the maker of those persons
, just before mentioned (regents of the sun, moon, &c.), and
, whose work this universe is.'

In the other, cited from a dialogue between YA.JNY A

W ALCYA and MAITREYi,. 8Oul, and all else \fhich is desir
able, are contrasted as mutual objects of affection: ' it is
, for 80ul (atman) that opulence, kindred, and all else which
, is dear, are so; and thereunto soul reciprocally is 80; and
, such is the object which should be meditated, inquired, and
, known, and by knowledge of whom all becomes known.'
This, it is shown, is said of the supreme, not of the indivi
dual 8Oul, nor of the breath of life.

Under this last head several authorities are quoted by the
author, for different modes of interpretation and reasoning,
viz. ASMARAT'HYA, AUDUL6Ml and CASACRhsNA, as
JAIMINI under the next preceding (§ 5).

The succeeding section t affirms the important tenet of
the Ved/mta, that the supreme being is the material, as
well as the efficient, cause of the universe: it is a proposi
tion directly resulting from the tenour of passages of the
Vedas, and illustrations and examples adduced.

The first lecture is terminated by an aphorism, t intimat
ing that, in the like manner as the opinion of a plastic
nature and material; cause (termed by the Sanc'kyas, pra
dhana) has been shown to be unsupported by the text of the
Veda, and inconsistent with its undoubted doctrine, 80, by
the like reasoning, the notion of atoms (anu or paramanu)
and that of an universal void (sunya), and other as un
founded systems, are set aside in favour of the only con
sistent position just now affirmed. (Br. Sutr. 1. 1. § 5
and 1. 4. § 7.)

• VNhad arnngaca, Maitriyi brfJkmana. Br. SUer. I. 4.96. (S. J9-22.)
t BI'. Sutr. I. 4.97. (S. 23-27.) : Ibid. 98. (S. 28.)
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Not to interrupt the connexion of the subjects, I have
purposely passed by a digression, or rather several, com
prised in two sections of this chapter,· wherein it is inquired
whether any besides a regenerate man (or Hindu of the
three first tribes) is qualified for theological studies and
theognostic attainments; and the solution of the doubt is,
that a sudra, or man of an inferior tribe, is incompetent;t
and that beings superior to man (the gods of mythology)
are qualified.

In the course of this disquisition the noted question of
the eternity of sound, of articulate sound in particular, is
mooted and examined. It is a favourite topic in both
Mfmansas, being intimately connected with that of the
eternity of the Veda, or revelation acknowledged by them.

I shall not, however, enter into the matter further, in this
place, though much remain to be added to the little which
was said on it in a former essay.t

In the fourth chapter of the first lecture, the author
returns to the task of confuting the Sane'hya doctrine; and
some passages of the vedas, apparently favouring that doc
trine, are differently interpreted by him: 'the indistinct
, one (avyaeta) is superior to the great one (mahat), and
, embodied soul (purllsha) is superior to the indistinct:~

Here the very same terms, which the Sane'hyas employ
for 'intelligence, nature, and soul,' are contrasted, with
allusion seemingly to the technical acceptations of them.
This passage is, however, explained away; and the terms
are taken by the vedantins in a different sense.

The next instance is less striking and may be briefly
dismissed, .as may that following it: one relative to aja,
alleged to signify in the passage in question II the unbor1&

• Br. Siltr. 1. 3. 98, 9. (S. 26-38.) t Br. Sutr. 1. 3. (S. 28-29.)

t See p.305, ofthis voluffiP. 9 Gat'ha, 3. Br. Sutr.1. 4. 91.(8.1-7.)

\I ~lCua5wata1'a. B. S. 1. 4. 9 2 (S. 8-10.)
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sempitemal nature (praerlti), but explained to intend a
luminow nature (praer,ti)' noticed in the Ck'Mlnd6gya;
(there is in the text itself an evident allusion to the ordinary
acceptation of the word, a she-goat): the other concerning
the meming of the words paneka-paneTUJjanak, in a pas
sage of the Vr,had aranyaca,· which a follower of the
Bane'hya would construe as bearing reference to five times

-five (twenty-five) principles; but which clearly relates to
five objects specified in the context, and figuratively termed
persons (paneka-jana).

It is because the Sane'kya doctrine is, in the apprehen
sion of the Vedanti7l$ themselves, to a certain degree plau
sible, and seemingly countenanced by the text of the Vedas,
that its refutation occupies so much of the attention of the
author and his scholiasts. More than one among the sages
of the law (DivALA in particular is named) have sanc
tioned the principles of the Sane'kya; and they are not
UDcountenanced by MENU.t CAPILA himself is spoken
of with the reverence due to a saint (Mana-ruTti) and
inspired sage; and his most eminent disciples, as PAN
CHASIC'HA, &C. are mentioned with like veneration; and
their works are dignified with the appellations of tantra
and 8111T,ti as holy writings, by the Vedanti7l$, at the same
time that these oppose and refute the doctrine taught by
him.

CA PILA, indeed, is named in the Veda itself as possess
ing transcendent knowledge: but here it is remarked, that
the name has been bome by more than one sage; and in
particular by VASUDEVA, who slew the sons of SAGARA.t
This mythological personage, it is contended, is the CAPILA
named in the Veda.

• rrt:had aran. 6. Br. S. 1. 4. § 3. (8. 11-13.)

t MENU'S Institutes, vh. xii., v. 50.

t SANe. on Br. Sittr. 2. 1. § 1. (8. 1-2.)
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The second lecture continues the refutation of CAPILA'S

so'nc'1Jya, which, it is observed, is at variance with the
&mrltu, as with the Vedal: and here the name of MENU

is placed at the head of them, although the institutes,
which bear his name, will be found, as just now hinted, and
as subsequently admitted in another section, to afford seem
ing countenance to Sane'kya doctrines. Such passages are,
however, explained away by the Vedantins, who rely in
this instanc.e, as they do in that of the Veda itself, on other
texts, which are not reconcileable to the Sane'kya.

The same argument is in the following section,. applied
to the setting aside of the Y6ga-smrlti of PATANJALI

(Hairaftya-garbka), so far as that is inconsistent with the
orthodox tenets deduced from the vedas; and, by parity of
reasoning, to CANADE'S atomical scheme; and to other
systems which admit two distinct causes (a material and an

efficient one) of the universe.
The doctrine derived from the tenour of the Vedas is

to be supported, likewise, by reasoning independently of
authority. I The objection, that the cause and effect are
, dissimilar, is not a valid one: instances of such dissimi
I larity are frequent. Hair and nails, which are insensible,
, grow from a sensible animal body; and sentient vermin
, (scorpions, &c.) spring from inanimate sources (cow-dung,
'&c.) The argument, too, might be retorted; for, accord
, ing to the adverse position, sentient beings are produced
I from an insensible plastic nature.t On these and other
, arguments the orthodox doctrine is maintainable by rea
I soning: and by like arguments opinions concerning atoms
, and an universal void, which are not received by the best
I persons, may be confuted.'t

• Br. Sutr. 2. 1. § 2. (8. 3.) t Ibid. 2. 1. § 3. (8. 4. 11.)

f Ibid. § 4. (8. 12.)
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, The distinction relative to fruition, discriminating one
, who enjoys and that which is enjoyed, does not invalidate
, the singleness and identity of Brahme as cause and
, effect.· The sea is one and not other than its waters;
, yet waves, foam, spray, drops, froth, and other modifica
• tions of it, differ from each other.'

• An effect is not other than its cause. Brahme is
• single without a second. He is not separate from the
, embodied self. He is soul; and the soul is he. t Yet he
, does not do that only which is agreeable and beneficial
, to self. The same earth exhibits diamonds, rock crystals,
, red orpiment, &c.; the same soil produces a diversity of
, plants; the same food is converted into various excres
• cences, hair, nails, &c.

, As milk changes to curd, and water to ice, so is
, Brakme variously transformed and diversified, without aid
• of tools or exterior means of any sort.:j: In like manner,
• the spider spins his web out of his own substance; spirits
• assume various shapes; cranes (valaca) propagate without
, the male; and the lotus proceeds from pond to pond with.
, out organs of motion. That Brahme is entire without
.. parts, is no objection: he is not wholly transformed into
• worldly appearances. Various changes are presented to
• the same dreaming soul. Divers illusory shapes and dig.
, guises are assumed by the same spirit.'§

• Brakme is oqmipotent, able for every act, without
, organ or instrument. II No motive or special purpose need
'be assigned for his creation of the universe, besides his
, win.'~

, Unfaimess and uncompassionateness are not to be 00-

• Br.SUtr. 2.1. § 5.(8.13.)

t Ibid. § 8. (8. 24-25.)

" Ibid. § 10. (S. 30-31.)

t Ibid. § 6.(8.14-20.) and § 7.(8.21-23.)

§ Ibid. § 9. (S. 26-29.)

". Ibid. § II. (S. 32-33.)



352 ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE HINDUS.

, puted to him, because some (the gods) are happy, others
, (beasts and inferior beings) are miserable, and others again
, (men) partake of happiness and unhappiness. Every one
, has his lot, in the renovated world, according to his merits,
, his previous virtue or vice in a former stage of an universe,
, which is sempitemal and had no beginning in time. So
, the rain-cloud distributes rain impartially; yet the sprout
, varies according to the seed....

'Every attribute of a first cause (omniscience, omnipo
, tence, &c.) exists in Brakme, who is devoid of qualities.'t

The second chapter of the second lecture is controversial.
The doctrine of the Sane'h'!Jas is confuted in the first section;
that of the VaiSesnicas in two more; of the Bauddnas in
as many; of the Jainas in one; of the Pasupatas and
Panenaratras, likewise, in one each. These controversial
disquisitions are here omitted; as a brief abstract would
hardly be intelligible, and a full explanation would lead to
too great length. They have been partly noticed in a sepa
rate treatise on the Philosophy of Indian Sects.t It is
remarkable, that the Nyaya of G6TAMA is entirely un
noticed in the text and commentaries of the VedO.nta-mtras.

In the third chapter of the second lecture, the task of
reconciling seeming contradictions of passages in the Vedas
is resumed.

, The origin of air and the etherial element (acasa), un
, noticed in the text of the veda (Cit'k6.nd6gya), where the
, creation of the three other elements is described, has been
, affirmed in another ( Taittir'yaca).§ The omission of the
, one is supplied by the notice in the other; there is no coo
, tradiction, as the deficient passage is not restrictive, nor
, professes a complete enumeration. Ether and air are by

• Br. SUtr. 2. 1. ~ 12. (S. 34-36.) t Ibid. ~ 13. (S. 37.)
t See p. 378, of this volume. ~ Ibid. 2. 3. ~ 1 and 2. (S. 1-7 and 8.)
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, Brahme created. But he himself has no origin, no pro
, creator nor maker, for he is eternal, without beginning as
, without end.• So fire, and water, and earth, proceed medi
, ately from him, being evolved successively, the one from
, the other, as fire from air, and this from ether.t The ele
, ment of earth is meant in divers passages where food (that
, is, esculent vegetable) is said to proceed from water: for
, rain fertilizes the earth. It is by his will, not by their own
, act, that they are so evolved; and conversely, they merge
, one into the other, in the reversed order, and are re-absorbed
, at the general dissolution of worlds, previous to renovation
, of all things.'t

, Intellect, mind, and organs of sense and action, being
, composed of the primary elements, are evolved and re
, absorbed in no different order or succession, but in that of
, the elements of which they consist.' §

, The same course, evolution and re-absorption, or ma
'terial birth and death, cannot be affirmed of the soul.
, Birth and death are predicated of an individual, referring
, merely to his association with body, which is matter fixed
, or moveable. Individual souls are, in the Veda, com
, pared to sparks issuing frem a blazing fire; but the soul
, is likewise declared expressly to be eternal and unborn.
, Its emanation is no birth, nor original production. II It
, is perpetually intelligent and constantly sensible, as the
, Sane'hyas too maintain; not adventitiously so, merely by
, association with mind and intellect, as the disciples of
, CAN iDE insist. It is for want of sensible ohjects, not for
, want of sensibility or faculty of perception, that the soul
, feels not during profound sleep, fainting, or trance.

41 Br.Sf.ttr. 2. 3.§3. (8. 9.) t Ibid. § 4-6. (S. 10.12.)

: Ibid. § 7-8. (S. 13-14.) § Ibid. § 9. (8. [5 )

" Ibid. § 10.11. (S. 16-17.)
VOL. I. 2 A



t Ibid. § 14. (S. 33-39.)
§ Ibid. § 16. (S. 41.42.)
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, The soul is not of finite dimensions, as its transmigra
'tions seemingly indicate; nor minutely small abiding
, within the heart, and no bigger than the hundredth part
, of a hundredth of a hair's point, as in some passages de
, scribed; but, on the contrary, being identified with
, supreme Branme, it participates in his infinity."

, The soul is active; not as the sane'hyas maintain,
, merely passive.t Its activity, however, is not essential,
'but adventitious. As the carpenter, having his tools in
, hand, toils and suffers, and laying them aside, rests and is
, easy, so the soul in conjunction with its instruments (the
, senses and organs) is active, and quitting them, reposes.t

, Blind in the darkness of ignorance, the soul is guided in
, its actions and fruition, in its attainment of knowledge,
, and consequent liberation and bliss, by the supreme ruler
, of the universe,~ who causes it to act conformably with
, its previous resolves: now, according to its former pur
, poses, as then consonantly to its yet earlier predispositions,
, accruing from preceding forms with no retrospective limit;
, for the world had no beginning. The supreme soul makes
'the indiriduals act relatively to their virtuous or vicious
'propensities, as the same fertilizing rain-cloud causes
, various seeds to sprout multiJariously, producing diversity
, of plants according to their kind.

, The soul is a portion of the supreme ruler,\1 as a spark
, is of fire. The relation is not as that of master and ser
, vant, ruler and ruled, but as that of whole and part. In
, more than one hymn and prayer of the Ve~ it is said,
, " All beings constitute one quarter of him ; three quarters

• Br. Sutr. 2.3. § 13. (S. 19--.32.)

t Ibid. § 15. (S. 40.)

" Ibid. § 17. (S. 43-53.)

'If R'Zgvidn, 8.4. 17. Yrtjurvidn rVti.jasaneyl) 31. 3.
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• " are imperishable in heaven:" and in the iSlDara-gzta.
, and other smr'itis, the soul, that animates body, is ex
, pressly affirmed to be a portion of him. He does not,
• however, partake of the pain and suffering of which the
• iRdiridual soul is conscioull, through sympathy, during its
, association with body; so solar or lunar light appears as
• that which it illumines, though distinct therefrom.

, As the suo's image reflected in water is tremulous,
I qua"'ing with the undulations of the pool, without however
I affecting other watery images nor the solar orb itself; so
, the sufferings of one individual affect not another, nor the
I supreme ruler. But, according to the doctrine of the sarl
I c'hyas, who maintain that souls are numerous, each of
I them infinite, and all affected by one plastic principle,
, nature (pradhana or pracr'iti), the pain or pleasure, which
, is experienced by one, must be felt by all. The like con
, sequence is objected to the doctrine of CANADE, who
, taught that souls, numerous and infinite, are of themselves
, insensible; and mind, the soul's instl'UffiE'nt, is minute as an
, atom, and by itself likewise unsentient. The union of one
, soul with a mind would not exclude its association with other
, souls, equally infinite and ubiquitary; and all, therefore,
I would partake of the same feeling of pain or pleasure.'

The fourth chapter of the second book proceeds in the
task of reconciling apparent contradictions of passages in
the Vedas.t

I The corporeal organs of sense and of action, designated
, by the termprafla in a secondary acceptation (it is noticed
I in its proper signification further on, ~ 4), have, like the
, elements and other objects treated of in the foregoing
, chapter, a similar origin, as modifications of Braltme ;

• SANOARA cites by this namE'! the Bhagnvnd gila.

t nr. SUtr. 2. 4. § 1. (8. 1-4.)

2 A 2
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• although unnoticed in some passages concerning the crea
, tion, and mentioned in others as pre-existent, but expressly
• affirmed in others to be successively evolved.· The de
I ficiency or omi88ion of one text dot'S not invalidate the ex
• plicit tenor of another.

I In various passages, the number of corporeal organs is
• differently stated, from seven to thirteen. The precise
• number is, however, eleven :t the five senses, sight, &c. j

• five active organs, the hand, &c.; and lastly, the intemal
• faculty, mind, comprehending intelligence, consciousness,
, and sensation. Where a greater number is specified, the
• term is employed in its most comprehensive sense; where
• fewer are mentioned, it is used in a more restricted accep-
• tation: thus seven sensitive organs are spoken of, relatively
, to the eyes, ears, and nostrils (in pairs), and the tongue.

'They are finite and small: not, however, minute as

• atoms, nor yet gross, as the coarser elements.t
• In its primary or principal signification, prfJIta is vital

• action, and chiefly respiration. This, too, is a modifica
, tion of Brallme. It is not wind ('/Jayu) or the air which
• is breathed, though so described in numerous passages of
• the Vedas and other authorities; nor is it an operation of
, a corporeal organ; but it is a particular vital act, and
, comprehends five such: 1st, respiration, or an act operat
, ing upwards; 2d, inspiration, one operating downwards;
, 3d, a vigorous action, which is a mean between the fore
• going two; 4th, expiration, or passage upwards, as in
, metempsychosis; 5th, digestion, or circulation of nutri
, ment throughout the corporeal frame.' §

, Here, too, it must be understood of a limited, not vast
, or infinite act, nor minutely small. The vital act is not 80

• Br. Suer. 2. 4. 9 I. (8. 1-4.) t Ibid. 92. (8. 5-6.)

: Ibid. § 3. (8.7.) 9 Ibid. 9 4. (8. 8.) § 5. (8. 9-12.) 9 6. (S. 13.)
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r minute as not to pervade the entire frame, as in the in
, stance of circulation of nourishment; yet is small enough
, to be imperceptible to a bystander, in the instance of life'.
, passage in transmigration.

, Respiration and the rest of the vital acts do not take
, effect of themselves by an intrinsic faculty, but as in
, fluenced and directed by a presiding deity and ruling
, power, yet relatively to a particular body, to whose ani
, mating spirit, and not to the presiding deity, fruition
, accrues.·

, The senses and organs, eleven in number, as above
, mentioned, are not modifications of the principal vital act,
, respiration, but distinct principles.t

, It is the supreme ruler, not the individual soul, who is
, described in passages of the Vedas as transforming him
, self into divers combinations, assuming various names
, and shapes, deemed terrene, aqueous, or igneous, ac
, cording to the predominancy of the one or the other
'element. When nourishment is received into the corpo
, real frame, it undergoes a threefold distribution, according
, to its fineness or coarseness: corn and other terrene food
, becomes flesh; but the coarser portion is ejected, and
'the finer nourishes the mental organ. Water is con
, verted into blood; the coarser particles are rejected as
, urine; the finer supports the breath. Oil or other com
'bustible substance, deemed igneous, becomes maITOW;
.' the coarser part is deposited as bone, and the finer sup
, plies the faculty of speech. 't

The third lecture treats on the means whereby knowledge
is attainable, through which liberation and perpetual bliss
may be achieved: and, as preliminary thereto, on the pas-

• Br. SUlI'. 2. 4. § 7. (8.14-16.) t Ihid. ~ 8. (S. 17·19.)
t I bid. § !l. (:":, 20-22.)
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tiage of the soul furnished with organs into the versatile
world and its various conditions; and on the nature and
attributes of the supreme being.

, The soul is subject to transmigration. It passes from
, one state to another, invested with a subtile frame consist·
'iog of elementary particles, the seed or rudiment of a
, grosser body. Departing from that which it occupied, it
, ascends to the moon; where, clothed with an aqueous form,
, it experiences the recompense of its works; and whence it
, returns to occupy a new body with resulting influence of
, its former deeds. But evil-doer~ suffer for their misdeeds
, in the seven appointed regions of retribution.•

, The returning soul quits its watery frame in the lunar
'orb, and passes successively and rapidly through ether,
, air, vapour, mist, and cloud, into rain; and thus finds
, its way into a vegetating plant, and thence, through the
, medium of nourishment, into an animal embryo.'t

In the second chapter of this lecture the states or con
ditions of the embodied soul are treated of. They are
chiefly three; waking, dreaming, and profound sleep: to
which may be added for a fourth, that of death; and for a
fifth, that of trance, swoon, or stupor, which is interme
diate between profound sleep and death (as it were half.
dead), as dreaming is between waking and profound sleep.
In that middle state of dreaming there is a. fanciful course
of events, an illusory creation, which however testifies the
existence of a conscious soul. In profound sleep the soul
has retired to the supreme one by the route of the arteries
of the pericardium.t

The remainder of this chapter is devoted to the conside.

• Br. Sutr.3. 1. §l-3.(S. 1-7 and8-11 and 12-2].)

t Ibid. §4-6. (S. 22·23 and 24-27'>

t Ibid. 3 2. § 1-4. (8. 1-6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.)
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ration of the nature and attributes of the supreme being.
• He is described in many passages of the Veda, as diver-
• sHied and endued with every quality and particular cha-
• racter; but in other and very numerous texts, as without
• form or quality. The latter only is truly applicable, not
• the former, nor yet both. He is impassible, unaffected
• by worldly modifications; as the clear crystal, seemingly
, coloured by the red blossom of a hibiscus, is not the less
, really pellucid. He does not vary with every disguising
• form or designation, for all diversity is expressly denied
, by explicit texts; and the notion of variableness relative
• to him is distinctly condemned in some sac'has of the
, Veda.·

, He is neither coarse nor subtile, neither long nor short,
• neither audible nor tangible; amorphous, invariable.'

• This luminous immortal being, who is in this earth,
• is the same with the luminous, immortal, embodied spirit,
, which informs the corporeal self, and is the same with the
, [supreme] souL' 'He is to be apprehended by mind
'alone, there is not here any multiplicity. Whosoever
• views him as manifold dies death after death.'t

, He is amorphous, for so he is explicitly declared to be ;
, but seemingly assuming form, as sunshine or moonlight,
• impinging on an object, appears straight or crooked.'t

, He is pronounced to be sheer sense, mere intellect and
• thought: as a lump of salt is wholly of an uniform taste
• within and without, so is the soul an entire mass of intel
'ligence.' This is affirmed both in the Vedas and in the
smntis: and, as such, he is compared to the reflected

• BI'. Sittr. 3. 2. ~ 5. (S. 11-13.)

t Passages of the Vida cited among olhers by the scholiasts COIII

menting on the above.

t RT. SutT. 3.2. (S. 14.)
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images of sun and moon, which fluctuate with the rise and
fall of the waters that reflect them." 'The luminous sun,
'though single, yet reflected in water, becomes various;
, and so does the unborn divine soul by disguise in divers
, modes.'

The Veda so describes him, as entering into and pervad
ing the corporeal shapes by bimselfwrought.t 'He framed
, bodies, biped and quadruped; and becoming a bird, he
, paBBed into those bodies, filling them as their informing
, spirit.'

In the Vrlhad aranyaca, after premising two modes of
Brahme, morphous and amorphous; one composed of
the three coarser elements, earth, water, and fire; the other
consisting of the two more subtile, air and ethel'; it is
said, ' next then his name is propounded,' " neither so
" nor so; for there is none other but he, and he is the
" supreme." Here the finite forms premised are denied;
for his existence as the supreme being is repeatedly affirmed
in this and in other passages.t

, He is imperceptible; yet during devout meditation is,
, as it were, apprehended by perception and inference,
, through revelation and authentic recollections.§

, Like the sun and other luminaries, seemingly multiplied
, by reflection though really single, and like ether (space)
'apparently subdivided in vessels containing it within
, limits, the (supreme) light is without difference or dis
'tinction of particulars, for he is repeatedly declared so
'to be.1l Therefore is one, who knows the truth, iden
'tified with the infinite being; for so revelation iudi
'cates. But since both are affirmed, the relation is as
, that of the coiled serpent fancied to be a hoop; or as that

• B1' SUll'. .1. 2. (S.15·20.)

~ Ibid. § Ii. (~. 22.)

t Ibid. S. 21 .

I bid. S.23-:H. • II Ibid. 8.25.
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'of light and the luminary from which it proceeds, for
, both are luminous. ""

, There is none other but he, notwithstanding the appa
I rent import of divers texts, which seem to imply differ
, ences, various relations, and aliquot parts. He is ubiqui
, tary and eternal; for he is pronounced to be greater than
, etherial space, which is infinite. t

, The fruit or recompense of works is from him, for that
, is congruous; and so it is expressly affirmed in the Vedas.
I JAIMINI alleges virtue or moral merit; but the author of
I the sutras (BADARAYANA VYASA) maintains the fonner,
I because the supreme being is in the Vedas termed the
I cause of virtue and of vice, as of every thing else.'t

The two last chapters of the third lecture relate chiefly to
devout exercises and pious meditation, the practice of which
is inculcated as proper and requisite to prepare the soul
and mind for the reception of divine knowledge, and to
promote its attainment. I pass rapidly over this copious
part§ of the text, for the same reason for which I restricted
myself to a very brief notice of the Y6ga or theistical
sane'kya of PATAN J ALI ; because religious observances are
more concerned than philosophy with the topics there
treated, and the ritual of the Y6ga according to both
systems, Sane'kya and Vedanta, would be a fitter subject
of a separate treatise, rather than to be incidentally touched
on while investigating the philosophical doctrines of both
schools.

Various questions arise on the modes, forms, and object
of meditation taught in the Upanisltads and in other por-

• Br. SUtr. 3. 2. (S. 26.30.) t Ibid. 97. : Ibid. 98.

9 The third chapter contains thirty-six sections, comprising sixty
six aphorisms; the fourth includes eighteen, comprehending fifty-two
sueras,' and the subject i~ pursued in the eight first sections of til('
fourth leeture.
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tions of the Vedas, as well a..~ on exterior observances either
immediately or mediately connected therewith, and likewise
on the direct efficacy of knowledge, which are all considered
and solved at much length. In general, but not always,
the same divine knowledge, the same worship, and like
meditations, are intended by the same designations in dif
ferent Vedas, the omissions and obscurities of one being
supplied and explained by another, and even under various
designations. By the acquisition of such knowledge, attain
able as it is in the present or in a future birth, in lifetime,
or to take effect after death, the influence of works is an
nulled, and consequent deliverance is single, not varying in
degree and inducing different gradations of bliss, but com
plete and final happiness.

The fourth lecture relates chiefly to the fruit and effect of
pious meditation properly conducted, and the consequent
attainment of divine knowledge. The beginning of the first
chapter is, however, supplemental to the foregoing lecture,
treating of devout exercises, and the posture (a sitting one)
in which devotion and contemplation should be practised,
with constant repetition of those observances, and persisting
therein during life.'"

So soon as that knowledge is attained, past sin is annulled
and future offence precluded.t "As water wets not the
" leaf of the lotus, so sin touches not him who knows
" GOD: as the floss on the carding comb cast into the fire
" is consumed, so are his sins burnt away.":;

, In like manner, the effect of the converse (that is, of
, merit and virtue) is by acquisition of knowledge annulled
, and precluded. It is at death that these consequences
, take place. § "He traverses both (merit and demerit)

• Br. Sutr. 4. 1. § 1-8. (S. 1-12.)

: Ch'hand6gya, Brahmc-vidya.

t Ibid. § 9. (S. 13.)

§ Br. S. 4. 1.'§ 1n. (S. 14.)
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( "thereby."· "The heart's knot is broken, all doubts are
, "split, and his works perish, when he has seen the
, " supreme being."t "All sins depart from him:" t
, meaning good works as well as misdeeds; for the confine
, ment of fetters is the same, whether the chain be of gold
, or,iron.' §

, But only such antecedent sin and virtue are annulled,
, as had not begun to have effect: for their influence lasts
'until his deliverance, and then does he merge in the su
I preme Brakme.1I Those which were in opel'ation are not
, annulled, as the arrow, which has been shot completes its
(flight, nor falls till its speed is spent; and the potter's
'wheel, once set in motion, whirls till the velocity which
( has been communicated to it is exhausted.'

, However, the maintenance of a perpetual fire, and cer
'tain other religious observances enjoined as conducive to
, the same end, are not rendered inefficacious: ~ for it is
( declared that " BrEtltmanas seek divine knowledge by holy
, " study, sacrifice, liberality, and devotion :"" and according
( to some sac'hastt of the Veda, other merits remain likewise
( effectual; for sons succeed to the inheritance of their fa
, ther's works; the affectionate share his good deeds; and
( the malignant participate of his ill actions. These sacri
, ficial observances may be such as are conjoined with devout
(exercises, faith, and pious meditation; or unattended by
( those holy practices for attainment of divine knowledge,
, since they are pronounced most efficacious when so con
, joined, which implies that they are not wholly inoperative
, by themselves.'tt

o Vr'fhad aranyaca. t MufJiaca. t Ch'handbgya;

, Anon. com. II Br. Sutr. 4. 1. § 11. (8.15.) Ch'handbgya.

'\[ BI'. S. 4. 1. , 12. (8.16.17.) 00 Vr'fhad aranyaca.

tt Satyayana. tt Br. Sutl'. 4. 1. § 13. (S. 18.) Ch'ltandbgya.

\



364 Ol'i TilE PHILOSOPHY OF THE HINDUS.

, Having annulled by fruition other works which had
, begun to have effect; having enjoyed the recompense and
, suffered the pains of good and bad actions, the possessor of
, divine knowledge, on demise of the body, proceeds to a
, reunion with Brahme.·

The fruit of divine knowledge having been shown in the
first chapter, the second chapter of this lecture treats of
the particular effect of devout exercises joined with appro
priate meditation. I t chiefly concerns the ascent of the
soul, or mode in which it passes from the body.

, Of a dying person the speech, followed by the rest
, of the ten exterior faculties (not the corporeal organs
'themselves), is absorbed into the mind, for the action of
, the outer organ ceases before the mind's. This in like
, manner retires into the breath,t attended likewise by all
, the other vital functions, for they are life's companions;
, and the same retreat of the mind is observable, also, in
, profound sleep and in a swoon. Breath, attended like
, wise by all other vital faculties, is withdrawn into the
'living soul which governs the corporeal organs, as the
, attendants of a king assemble around him when he is
, setting out upon a journey; for all vital functions gather
, about the soul at the last moment when it is expiring.t
, The living soul, attended with all its faculties, retires
, within a rudiment of body, composed of light with the
, rest of the five elements, in a subtile state. "Breath,"
, is, therefore, said to withdraw into" light;" not meaning
, that element (or fire) exclusively; nor intending direct
'transition, for a traveller has gone from one city to ano
, ther, though he passed through an intermediate town.'

, This retirement from the body is common to ordinary

• Br. SUir. § 14. (8. 19.) Clt'hiindo.'lya and Vr'ihad o'mr.yaca.
t Ch·lIiindo.'1.Ya. Br. Sutr. 4.2. § 1-il. t Vr'i!lad iiranyacn.
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t uninformed people as to the devout contemplative wor
, shipper, until they proceed further on their respective
, paths; and immortality (without immediate reunion with
, the supreme Brahme) is the fruit of pious meditation,
, though impediments may not be wholly consumed and
, removed.·

, In that condition the soul of the contemplative worship
, per remains united to a subtile elementary frame, con
, joined with the vital faculties, until the dissolution of
t worlds, when it merges in the supreme deity. That ele
, mentary frame is minute in its dimensions as subtile in its
, texture, and is accordingly imperceptible to bystanders
t when departing from the body: nor is it oppressed by
t cremation or other treatment which that body under
'goes. It is by its warmth sensible so long as it abides
'with that coarser frame, which becomes cold in death
, when it has departed,t and was warm during life while
, it remained.

, But be who has attained the true knowledge of GOD

, does not pass through the same stages of retreat, pro
, ceeding directly to reunion with the supreme being, with
, which he is identified, as a river, at its confluence with
, the sea, merges therein altogether. His vital faculties
t and the elements of which his body consists, all the six
, teen component parts which constitute the human frame,
t are absorbed absolutely and completely: both name and
, form cease; and he becomes immortal, without parts or
t members. '1:

In course of expounding the text, some of the commenta
tors compare the ultimate absorption of the vital faculties

• Br. SUtr. 4. 2. § 4. (8 7.)
t Ibid. § 5. (8. B-ll.) Cat'havalli, ~c.

: Ibid. § 6-8 (8.12-16.) Ctinwa, Madhyrmdina, Prama, ~('.

_J
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to the disappearance of water sprinkled on a hot stone.
They seem to be unaware of its evaporation, and consider
it to have sunk into the stone.

, The IlOO1, together with the vital faculties absorbed in
, it, having retired within its proper abode, the heart, the
, summit of that viscus flashes, and lightens the passage
, by which the soul is to depart: the crown of the head in
, the case of the wise; and any other part of the body, in
, the instance of the ignorant. A hundred and one arteries
, issue from the heart, one of which passes to the crown of
, the head: it is named susllumna. By that passage, in
, virtue of acquired knowledge, and of recollection of the
, meditated way, the soul of the wise, graced by the favour
, of Brahme, whose dwelling is in the heart, issues and
, meets a solar ray; and by that route proceeds, whether it
, be night or day, winter or summer.t The contact ofa
, sunbeam with the vein is constant, as long as the body
, enuures: rays of light reach from the sun to the vein, and
, conversely extend from this to the sun. The preferable

, ness of summer, as exemplified in the case of BHisHMA,
, who awaited the return of that auspicious season to die,
, does not concern the devout worshipper, who has practised
, religious exercises in contemplation of Brahme, as in
, culcated by the Vedas, and has consequently acquired
'knowledge. But it does concern those who have followed
, the observances taught by the Sane'hya Y6ga; according
, to which, the time of day and season of the year are not
, indifferent.'

The further progress of the soul, from the termination of
the coronal artery communicating with a solar ray to its
final destination, the abode of Brahme, is variously de-

• Ranganat'ha on Br. Sutr. 4.2. ; 6. (S. 12.)

t Br. Suer. 4.2.; 9-11. (S. 17·21.) Vr'fhad Q1·an. Ch'handogya, &c.
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scribed in divers texts of the Veda; some specifying inter
mediate stations which are omitted by others, or mentioned
in a different order.· The seeming discrepancies of those
passages are reconciled, and all are shown to relate to one
uniform route, deduced from the text, for the divine journey
(deva-yana) which the liberated soul travels. A question
arises, whether the intermediate stations, which are men

tioned, be stages of the journey, or scenes of frnition to be
visited in succession, or landmarks designated for the course
and direction of the route.t On this point the settled con
clusion is,t that the presiding deities or regents of the places
or regions indicated are guides to the soul, who forward
it on its way in its helpless condition, destitute of exerted
organs, all its faculties being absorbed and withdrawn; as a
blind man is led, or a faint person is conducted, by a guide.

The route deduced from the tenour of texts compared,
and from divers considerations Bet forth,t is by a solar ray
to the realm of fire; thence to the regents of day, of the
semilunation, of the summer six months, of the year; and
thence to the abode of gods; to air or wind, the regent of
which forwards the journeying soul from his precincts, by a
narrow passage compared to the nave of a chariot wheel,
towards the sun: thence the transition is to the moon,
whence to the region of lightning, above which is the realm
of V A RUN A, the regent of water; forlightning and thunder
are beneath the rain-cloud and aqueous region: the rest of
the way is by the reabo OfiNDRA, to the abode ofPRAJA.
PATI or Braltme.

• Ch'handfJgya, Caual/lead, Vr'rhad arangaca, &c.

t BRA vADEv Ainstancl's Pataliputra and the SOna river, as indicated
for the direction of the route from Tarahhucti (Tirb6.t) to Varanasi
(Benares). It is ell'ar that he understands Pataliputra (the ancient
Palibothra) to be Patna.

t Br. Suer. 4. 3. ; 1-1. (S. I-f.)
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A question arises, which is here discussed, whether Brait·
me, to whose dwelling and court the soul is conducted, be
the supreme being, according to the ordinary and chief
acceptation of the term, or be that effect of his creative
will which is distinguised as carya brahme, indentified with
the mythological personage entitled HIRANY AGARBHA, as
having been included within the golden mundane egg.
J AIMINI affirms the supreme one to be meant: but BADARJ

maintains the other opinion; which is that which the com
mentators of the sutras understand the author of them to

adopt.·
The souls of those holy persons only, whose devout

meditation was addressed to the pure Brahme himself,
take the route desclibed;t not those whose contemplation
was partial and restrictive : they have their special reward.
Those, too, whose knowledge of GOD was more perfect,
pass immediately, or by any route, to a reunion with the
divinity, with whom they are identified.

The soul of him who has arrived at the perfection of
divine knowledge, and is consequently liberated, U quitting
" its corporeal frame, ascends to the supreme light which
" is Bra1l.me, and comes forth identified with him, conform
" and undivided ;"t as pure water, dropped into the limpid
lake, is such as that is.

Concerning the condition of the liberated man, a differ
ence of doctrine is noticed.§ JAIMINI maintained, that he
is endued with divine attributes, omniscience, ubiquitary
power, and other transcendent faculties. AUDUL6MI in
sisted, that he becomes sheer thought, sentient intelligence.
The author of the sutras (BADARAYANA) accedes to the
last-mentioned opinion; admitting, however, the practical

• Br. SUer. 4.3.95. (S. 7-14.)

: Ibid.9 1-2. (S. 1-4.)

t Ibid. § 6. (8. 15-16.)

§ Ibid. § 3. (S. 5-7.)
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or apparent possession of divine faculties by one who hal;
attained perfection of knowledge.

By certain devout exercises and meditation· a less per
feet knowledge is acquired, which, as before mentioned,
qualifies the po8fl6880r of it for reception at Brahme'a
abode, though not for immediate re-union and identity
with his being. In that condition transcendent power is
enjoyed. The pitrt', 01' shades of progenitors, may be
called up by a simple act of the will; and other super
human faculties may be similarly exerted. The possessor
of these is independent, subject to no other's control. He
may, at his option, be invested with one or more bodies,
furnished with senses and organs, or be unincumbered
with a corporeal frame. On this point, however, a differ
ence of doctrine subsists. JAIMINI maintained the indis
pensable presence of body; BADAR), its absence; and
the author (BADARAY AN A) admits the option. In one
case, the condition is that of a person dreaming; in the
other case, as of one awake.t

e Master of several bodies, by a simple act of his will,
e the Y6g~ does not occupy one only, leaving the rest inani
e mate, like so many wooden machines. He may animate
e more than one, in like manner as a single lamp may be
e made to supply more than one wick. ':t:

Liberation (mucti), besides its proper and strict sense,
which is that of final deliverance through a perfect know
ledge of Brahme, and consequent identification with the
divinity and absorption into his essence, is likewise em
ployed in a secondary acceptation for that which takes
effect in life-time (jwan-mucti); or which conducts the
soul after death to dwell with Brahme; not, however,

• Harda-fJidya or DaharOrfJidya in the Ch'handOgy".

t Br. SUtr. 4.4. § 4.5. (8.9-14.) : Ibid. § 6. (8.15-16.)

VOL. I. 2 B
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divested of a subtile corporeal frame. The more complete
deliverance is incorporeal (villella mucti).. The less perfect
liberation appertains to a Y6g4, similar, in respect of the
faculties and powers possessed by him, to one who hasao
complished the like by the observances- taught in the Slsn
c'hya or Y6ga of PATANJALI.

Such a Y6gJ, uncontrolled and independent as he has
been pronounced to he, can exert every faculty and superior

_~wer analogous to that of the divinity's which may· be cOo
ducive to enjoyment; but he has not a creative power.
His faculties are transcendent for enjoyment, not for action.t

The more perfect liberation is absolute and final: there
is no return of the soul from its absorption in the divine
essence, to undergo further transmigrations as before.::: -But
incomplete knowledge, which conducts to Brahme's abode
without qualifying the soul for such absorption into the
divinity, exempts it from return during the subsisting calpa;
but not at a future renovation of worlds,~ unlesa by special
favour ofthe deity.

Recapitulation.

In the foregoing summary of the Vedanta from the mtras
of Vd,SA, the interpretation by SANCARA has been relied
upon; and his gloss, with notes of his annotators and the
commentaries of scholiasts who follow him, have been ex
clusively employed, lest the doctrine of separate schools and
different branches of the Vedanta should be blended and
confounded. Those commentaries are numerous, and ex
planations and elucidations of the text have been taken from
one or from another indiscriminately, as they have been

• BHA V A DEV A on Br. Sutr. 4. 4. S. 22.

t Br, SUtr. 4. 4. § 7. (S. 17-22.) t Ibid. S. 22.

, 011 thi. point tbe commentators do not appear to agree.
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found pertinent and i1lulltrative, without particular preference

or selection. This should be borne in mind in comparing
that snmmary with its authorities, as it has not been judged
necessary, nor generally practicable, to cite the particular
commentary that is especially used in each instance.

Some remarks will be now added, in which other autho

rities are likewise employed, and chiefly the elementary
works· mentioned in the introduction of this essay.

The principal and essential tenets of the Vedanta are,
that GOD is the omniscient and omnipotent cause of the
existence, continuance, and dissolution of the universe.
Creation is an act of his will. He is both efficient and
material canse of the world: creator and nature, framer and
frame, doer and deed. At the consummation of all things,
all are resolved into him: as the spider spins his thread
from his own substanee and gathers it in again; as vege
tables sprout from the soil and return to it, earth to earth ;
88 hair and nails grow from a living body and continue
with it. The supreme being is one, sole-existent, second
less, entire, without parts, sempiternal, infinite, ineffable,
invariable ruler of all, universal soul, truth, wisdom, intelli
gence, happiness.

Individual souls, emanating from the supreme one, are
likened to innumerable sparks issuing from a blazing fire.

From him they proceed, and to him they return, being of
the same essence. The soul which governs the body toge
ther with its organs, neither is born; nor does it die. It is

a portion of the divine substance; aDd, as sueh, infinite,
immortal, intelligent, sentient, true.

It is governed by the supreme. Its lI.Ctivity is not of its
essence, but inductive through its organs: as an artisan,
taking his tools, labours and undergoes toil and pain, but

• redlwWz-8ln'o, V~d4.,o·pariMfuh4, &c.

2B2
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laying them aside reposes; so is the soul active, and a suf
ferer by means of its organs; but, divested of them, and
returning to the supreme one, is at rest and is happy. It
is not a free and independent agent, but made to act by the
supreme one, who canses it to do in one state as it had pur
posed in a former condition. According to its predisposi
tion for good or evil, for enjoined or forbidden deeds, it is
made to do good or ill, and thus it has retribution for pre
vious works. Yet GOD is not author of evil; for 80 it has
been from eternity: the series of preceding forms and of
dispositions manifested in them has been infinite.

The 80ul is incased in body as in a sheath, or rather in a
succession of sheaths. The first or inner case is the intel
lectual one (vijnyanamaya): it is composed of the sheer
(tan-matra), or simple elements uncombined, and consists
of the intellect (buddhi) joined with the five senses.

The next is the mental (man6maya) sheath, in which
mind is joined with the preceding. A third sheath or case
comprises the organs of action and the vital faculties, and is
termed the organic or vital case. These three sheaths
(c6sa) constitute the subtile frame (sucshma-sarfra or linga
sarfra) which attends the soul in its transmigrations. The
interior rudiment confined to the inner case is the causal
frame (carana-sarlra).

The gross body (st'hula..sar4{a) which it animates from
birth to death in any step of its transmigrations, is composed
ofthe coarse elements, formed by combinations of the simple
elements, in proportions offour-eighths of the predominant
and characteristic one with an eighth of each of the other
four: that is, the particles of the several elements, being
divisible, are, in the first place, split into moieties; whereof
one is subdivided into quarters; and the remaining moiety
combines with one part (a quarter of a moiety) from each
of the four others, thus constituting coarse or mixed ele-
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ments." The exterior case, composed of elements so com
bined, is the nutrimentitious (annamaya) sheath; and
being the scene of coarse fruition is therefore termed -the
gross body.

The organic frame assimilates the combined elements
received in food, and secretes the finer particles and rejects
the coarsest: earth becomes flesh; water, blood; and in
flammable substances (oil or grease), malTOW. The coarser
particles of the two first are excreted as feces and urine;
those of the third are deposited in the bones. The finer
particles of the one nourish the mind; of the other, supply
respiration; of the third, support speech.

Organized bodies are alTanged by the Vedantins in either
four or three classes: for both which arrangements the
authority of passages of the Veda is cited. Their four
classes are the same with those of other writers; but the
threefold division appears to be peculiar to this school. It
is, 1st, viviparous (jfvaja), as man and quadrupeds; 2d,
oviparous (anllaja), as birds aud insects; 3d, germinipa
rous (udbhUja).t The latter, however, comprehends the
two terminating classes of the fourfold distribution, vermin
and vegetable; differing but as one sprouts from the earth,
the other pullulates from water: the one fixed, the other
locomotive. To both, equivocal and spontaneous genera
tion, or propagation without union of parents, is assigned.

The order in which the five elements are enumerated is
that of their development: 1st, the etherial element (acasa),
which is deemed a most subtile fluid, occupying all space
and confounded with vacancy; sound is its particular qua
lity. 2d. Wind (vayu), or air in motion: for mobility is its
characteristic; sound and feel are sensible in it. 3d. Fire
or light (tijas), of which heat is the characteristic; and by

• Ved. &ira. 136. t SANe., &c. on Hr. Sutr. 3. 1. § 3. (S. 21.)
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which sound, feel, and colour (or fonn) are made manifest.
4th. Water (ap), of which fluidity is characteristic; and in
which sound, feel, colour, and taste occur. 5th. Earth
(przt'hiv~ or anna), of which hardness is characteristic;
and in which sound, feel, colour, taste, and smell are dis
cernible.

The notion of ether and wind as distinct elements, an
opinion which this has in common with most of the other
schools of Indian philosophy, seems to originate in the
assumption of mobility for the essential character of the one.
Hence air in motion has been distinguished from the aerial
fluid at rest, which is [LCasa, supposed to penetrate and
pervade all worldly space; and, by an easy transition, vuyu
(wind) and motion, come to be identified, as acasa (ether)
and space likewise are confounded.

An organized body, in its most subtile state of tenuity,
eomprises sixteen members (avayava) or corporeal parts, viz.
five organs of sense, as many instruments of action, and
the same number of vital faculties; to which are added
mind (including intelligence, consciousness, and sensation);
or, distinguishing mind and intellect (buddhi) as separate
parts, the number is seventeen.

The vital faculties, termed vuyu, are not properly air or
wind, but vital functions or actions. Considered, however,

.with a reference to the proper meaning of that term, they
are by some explained to be, Ist, respiration, which is
ascending, and of which the seat is the nostril; 2d, inspi
ration (or otherwise explained, flatus), which is descending,
and which issues from the lower extremity of the intestine;
3d, flatuousness, which is diffused through the body, pass
ing by all the veins and arteries; 4th, expiration, ascend
ing from the throat; 5th, digestion, or abdominal air, of
which the seat is the middle of the body.

According to a different explanation, the first is respi-
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ration; the second, inspiration; the third, a mean between
the two, pulsation, palpitation, and other vital movements ;
the fourth is expiration; and the fifth is digestion.

Three states of the soul in respect of the body are
recognized; to which mUit be added a fourth, and even a.
fifth, viz. waking, dreaming, profoundly sleeping, half-dead,
and dead. While awake, the soul, associated with body,
is active under the guidance of providence, and has to do
with a real (paramart'hid) and practical (vyavaharicf) crea
tion. In a dream there is an illusory (mD.yamayf) and un
real creation: nevertheless, dreams prognosticate eTents.
Dreaming is the mean (sandhya) between sleeping and
waking. In profound sleep the soul is absent, having retired
by the channel of the arteries, and being as it were
enfolded in the supreme deity. It is not, however, blended
with the divine essence, as a drop of water fallen into a
lake, where it becomes undistinguishable; but, on the con
trary, the soul continues discriminate, and returns un
changed to the body which it animates while awake. Swoon,
or stupor, is intermediate between sleep and death. During
insensibility produced by accident or disease, there is, as in
profound sleep and lethargy, a temporary absence of the
soul. In death it has absolutely quitted its gross corporeal
frame.

Subject to future transmigration, it visits other worlds,
to receive there the recompense of works or suffer the
penalty of misdeeds. Sinners fall to various regions of
punishment, administered by CHITRAGUPTA and other
mythological persons in the realm of YAM A. The virtuous
rise to the moon, where they enjoy the fruit of their good
actioos; and whence they return to this world to animate
new bodies, and act in them, under providence, conform
ably with their propensities and predispositions, the trace
of which rt'mainf'l.
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The wise, liberated from" worldly trammels, ascend yet
higher, to the abode and court of Brakme ior, if their
attainment of wisdom be complete, they at once pass into a
re-union with the divine essence.

Three degrees of liberation or deliverance (mucti) are
distinguished: one incorporeal, which is that last-men
tioned, and is complete; another imperfect, which is that
before-mentioned, taking effect upon demise, when the
soul passes to the highest heaven, the abode of Bra/nRe.
The third is effectual in life-time {jwan-mucti), and enables
the possessor of it to perform supernatural actions;" as
evocation of shades of progenitors, translation of himself
into other bodies called int.o existence by the mere force of
his will, instantaneous removal to any place at his plea
sure, and other wondrous performances.

These several degrees of deliverance are achieved by
means of certain sacrifices, as that of a horse (aSwamUlw.),
or by religious exercises in various prescribed modes, "t0ge
ther with pious meditation on the being and attributes of

GOD: but the highest degree of it is attainable only by
perfect knowledge of the divine nature, and of the identity
of GOD with that which emanated from him, or was created
of his substance and partakes of his essence.

Questions most recondite, which are agitated by theolo
gians, have engaged the attention of the Vedantins likewise,
and have been by them discussed at much length; such as
free-will (swatantrya), divine grace (fSwara-praslula), effi.
cacy of works (carman) or of faith CSraddna), and many

other abstruse points.
On the last-mentioned topic, that of faith, nothing will

be found in the text of B ..lnARAYANA, and little in the
gloss of SANCARA. Its paramount efficacy is a tenet of
another branch of the Vedanta school, which follows the

Authority of the Bkagat:ad·glta. In that work, as in many
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of the Purfulas, passages relative to this topic recur at
every tum.

The fruit of works is the grand subject of the first
Mfmansa, which treats of religious duties, sacrifices, and
other observances.

The latter Mfmansa more particularly maintains the doc
trine of divine grace. I t treats of free-will, which it in
effect denies; but endeavours to reconcile the existence of
moral evil under the government of an all-wise, all-powereuI,
and benevolent providence, with the absence of free-will, by
assuming the past eternity of the universe, and the infinite
renewals of worlds, into which every individual being has
brought the predispositions contracted by him in earlier
states, and 80 retrospectively without beginning or limit.

The notion, that the versatile world is an illusion (maya),
that all which passes to the apprehension of the waking
individual is but a phantasy presented to his imagination,
and ev.ery seemiDg thing is unreal and all is visionary, does
not appear to be the doctrine of the text of the Vedanta. I
have remarked nothing which countenances it in the sutras
of VYASA nor in the gloss of SANCARA, but much con
cerning it in the minor commentaries and in elementary
treatises. I take it to be no tenet of the original VedUntin
philosophy, but of another branch, from which later writers
bave borrowed it, and have intermixed and confounded the
two systems. The doctrine of the early vedanta is com
plete and COAsistent, without this graft of a later growth.
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PART V.·

ON INDIAN SECTARIEIl.'

[From tbe Tnmsactions of tbe Royal Asiatic Society,
vol. i. p. 549-579.]

IN the present essay, it is my intention to treat of the
heretical systems of JINA and BUDDHA, as proposed in
the first essay of this series on the Philosophy of the
Hindus; and to notice certain other Indian sects, which,
like them, exhibit some analogy to the Sane'k!las, or fol
lowers OfCAPILA or of PATANJALT.

The theological or metaphY8ical opinions of those sec
taries, apart from and exclusive of mythology and ritual
ceremonies, may be not inaptly considered as a branch of
philosophy, though constituting the essence of their religion,
comprehending not only their belief as to the divinity and
a future state, but also certain observances to be practised
in furtherance of the prescribed means for attaining per
petual bliss: which here, as with most other sects of Indian
origin, is the meed proposed for true and perfect knowledge
of first principles.

The Jainas and Bauddhas I consider to have been origi
nally Hindus; t and the first-mentioned to be so still,
because they recognised, as they yet do, the distinction of
the four castes. It is true, that in Hindust'han, if not in
the peninsula of India likewise, the Jainas are all of one

• Read at a public meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society, February
3,1827. t As. R('~., vol. ix. p. 288.
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caste: but this is accounted for by the admission of their
adversaries (CuMIRILA BHAttA, &c.), who affirm that
they are misguided cdatriYaB (Hindus of the second or
military tribe): they call themselves vaUyas. On renounc
ing the heresies of the J aiM sect, they take their place
among orthodox Hindus, as belonging to a particular caste
(cshatriya or vauya). The representative of the great
family of JAGAT SET'H, who with many of his kindred was
converted some years ago from the Jaina to the orthodox
faith, is a conspicuous instance. Such would not be the
case of a convert, who has not already caste 8S a Hindu•.

Both religions of JINA and BUDDHA are, in the view of
the Hindu, who reveres the Veda as a divine revelation,
completely heterodox; and that more on account of their
.heresy in denying its divine oi\,ain, than for their deviation
from its doctrine. Other sects, as the sane'"yaB and
Vaueskieas, though not orthodox, do not openly disclaim
the authority of the Vida. They endeavour to reconcile
their doctrine to the text of the Indian scripture, and refer
to passages which they intel'Pret as countenancing their
opinions. The M,mansa, which pl'Ofessedly follows the
veda implicitly, is therefore applied, in its controversy

-with these half-heretics, to the confutation of such misin
terpretations. It refutes an en'oneous construction, rather
than a mistaken train of reasoning. But the Jainas and
Baudd"as, disavowing the Veda, are out of the pale of the
Hindu church in its most comprehensive range; and the
Mf-mansa (practical as well as theological) in controversy
with these infidels, for 80 it deems them, argues upon general
grounds of reasoning independent of authority, to which it
would be vain to appeal.

The Uttara 7lIlmansa devotes two sections (adkieara1fas)
to the confutation of the Bauddkas, and one to that of the
Jainas. They are the 4th, 5th, and 6th sections in the
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2d chapter of the 2d lecture; and it proceeds in the same
controversial chapter to confute the PfUupatas and other
branches of the Maheswara sect; and the Pancharatra, a
branch of the Vaishnava. The Charv!J.cas are alluded to
incidentally in a very important section concerning the
distinction of body and soul, in the 3d chapter of the 3d
lecture (~30). In the Purva m~mansa, controversy is more
scattered; recurring in various places, under divers heads:
but ellpeciaUy in the 3d chapter of the first book (~4)..

The Sanc'hya of CAPILA devotes a whole chapter to
controversy; and notices the sect of Buddha, under the
designation of Nfuticas; lind in one place animadverts on
the PasupataR; and in another, on the Charvacas.

It is from these and similar controversial disquisitions,
more than from direct sources, that I derive the information,
upon which the following account of the philosophy of
Jainas and Bauddhas, as well as of the CharvfJ.cas,
Pasupatas and Pancharatras, is grounded. A good col
lection of original works by writers of their own persuasion,
whether in the Sanscr'lt language or in Pracrtt or PfJ.ll,
the language of the Jainas and that of the Bauddhas, is
not at hand to be consulted. But, although the infor
mation be furnished by their adversaries and even invete-

. rate enemies, it appears, so far as I have any opportunity
of comparing it with their own representations, essentially
correct.

SECT OF JINA.

The Jainas or Arhatas, followers of JINA or ARHAT

(terms of like import), are also denominated Vivasanas,
Muctavasanas, Muctambaras or Digambaras, with refer
ence to the nakedness of the rigid order of ascetics in this
sect, who go "bare of clothing," "disrobed," or "clad
H by the regions of space." The less strict order of Swe-
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tambaras* "clad in white," is of more modern date and
of inferior note. Among nicknames by which they are
known, that of Luncllita-cesa occurs. It alludes to the
pmctice of abruptly emdicating hair of the head or body
by way of mortification. PARSWAN.h'H A is described as
tearing five handfuls of hair from his head on becoming a
devotee·t

According to the Digambara Jainas, the universe con
sists of two -classes, "animate" and " inanimate" (jlva and
ajlva), without a creator or ruling providence (wara).:t: They
assign for the cause (cara1~a) of the world, atoms, which
they do not, as the Vaueshicas, distinguish into so many
sorts as there are elements, but consider these, viz. earth,
water, fire, and air, the four elements by them admitted, as
modified compounds of homogeneous atoms.

These gymnosophists distinguish, as already intimated,
two chief categories: 1st, Jfva, intelligent and sentient soul
(ckaitana atma or Mdhatma) endued with body and conse:.
quently composed of parts; eternal: 2d, Ajfva, all that is
not a living soul; that is, the whole of (jalia) inanimate and
unsentient substance. The one is the object of fruition,
being that which is to be enjoyed (bk6gya) by the soul;
the other is the enjoyer (bh6cta) or agent in fruition; soul
itself.

This second comprehensive predicament admits a six-fold
subdivision; and the entire number ofcategories (padart'ha),
as distinguished with reference to the ultimate great object
of the soul's deliverance, is consequently seven.1I

I. Jfva or sou], as before-mentioned, complising three
descriptions: 1st, nityrwiddka, ever perfect, or y6ga-siddha,

• Transact. of the Ruy. Asiat. Soc., vol. i.-p. 416.

t Ibid. p. 433. t RAMANUJA on Br. Sutr.

II §ANCA RA and other commentators on Br. Sutr.,and annotators on
their gloss.
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perfect by profound abstraction; for instance, Arhata or
Jinaa, the deified saints of the sect: 2d, mucta or muctfmnfz,
a soul which is free or liberated; its deliverance having been
accomplished through the strict observance of the precepts
of the Jinll8: 3d, baddha or baddhOi:ma, a soul which is
bound, being in any stage antecedent to deliverance ; re

maining yet fettered by deeds or works (carma).
II. Ajma taken in a restricted sense. It comprehends

the four elements, earth, water, fire, and air; and all which
is fixed (at'havara) as mountains, or moveable Cjanga71la)
as rivers, &c. In a different arrangement, to be hereafter
noticed, tbis category is termed Pudgala matter.

III.-VII. The five remaining categories are distributed
into two classes, that which 'is to be effected (sad!ya) and
the means thereof (sadhana): one comprising two, and the
other three divisions. What may be effected (sfulhya) is
either liberation or confinement: both of which will be
noticed further on. The three efficient means (sadhana) are
as follow :

III. Asrava is that which directs the embodied spirit
(asra"ayati ptt.rusham) towards external objects. It is the
occupation or employment (vrttti or pravrttti) of the sen
ses or organs on sensible objects. Through the means of
tbe senses it affects the embodied spirit with the sentiment
of taction, colour, smell, and taste.

Or it is the association or connexion of body with right
and wrong deeds. It comprises all the carmas: for they
(asravayanti) pervade, influence, and attend the doer, fol·
lowing him or attaching to him.

It is a misdirection (mit'kya-pravrltii) of the organs: for
it is vain, as cause ofdisappointment, rendering the organs of
sense and sensible objects subservient to fruition.

IV. Samvara is that which stops (sam"rln6ti) the course
of the foregoing; or closes up the door or passage of it:
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and consists in self-command, or restraint rA organs inter
Dal and external: embracing all means of self-control, and
llubjection of the senses, calming and subduing them.

It is the right direction (samyac pravrttti) of the organa.
V. Nirjara is that which utterly and entirely (nir) wears

and antiquates varayati) all sin previously incuned, and
the whole effect of works or deeds (caNlla). It consists
.chiefly in mortification (tapas): such as fasts, rigorous

silence, standing upon heated stones, plucking out the hair
by the roots, &c.

This is discriminated from the two preceding, as neither
misdirection nor right direction, but non-direction (apra
wltti) of the organs towards sensible objects.
, VI. Baddha is that which binds (badhnati) the embo

died spirit. I t is confinement and connexion, or associa
tion, of the soul with deeds. It consists in a succeuion
-of births and deaths as the result of works (carman).

VII. M6csha is liberation; or deliverance of the soul
from the fetters of works. It is the state of a soul in
which knowledge and other requisites are developed.

Relieved from the bondage of deeds through means
taught by holy ordinances, it takes effect on the soul by
the grace of the ever-perfect ARHAT or JINA.

Or liberation is continual ascent. The soul has a buoy
ancy or natural tendency upwards, but is kept down by
corporeal trammels. When freed from them, it rises to
the region of the liberated.

Long immersed in corporeal restraint, but released from
it; as a bird let loose from a cage, plunging into water to
wash off the dirt with which it was stained, and drying its
pinions in the sunshine, soars aloft; so does the soul, re

leased from long confinement, soar high, never to return.

Liberation then is the condition of a soul clear of all
impediments.
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It is attained by right knowledge, doctrine and obser
vances: and is a result of the unrestrained operation of
the BOul's natural tendency, when passions and every other
obstacle are removed.

Works or deeds (for BO the teno carman signifies, though
several among those enumerated be oeithel" acts oor the
effect of action) are reckoned eight; and are distributed into
two classes, comprising fOUf each: the first, gilatin, mis
chievous, and asadhu, impure, as marring deliverance: the
second aghatin, harmless, or sadhu, pure, as opposing no

obstacle to liberation.
I. In the first set is :
1st. Jnyana varaft~ya, the erroneous notion that know

ledge is ineffectual; that liberation does not result from a

perfect acquaintance with true principles; and that such
science does not produce final deliverance.

2d. IJarsana varaft~ya, the error of believing that deli
verance is not attainable by study of the doctrine of the
Arhats or Jinas.

3d. M6hanfya, doubt and hesitation as to particular
selection among the many irresistible and infallible ways
taught by the Tlrt'hancaras or'Jinas.
,4th. Antaraya, interference, or obstruction offered to

those engaged in seeking deliverance, and consequent pre
vention of their accomplishment of it.

II. The Second contains :-
1st. V6dan~ya, individual consciousness: reflection that

" I am capable of attaining deliverance."
2d. Namica, individual consciousness of an appellation:

reflection that " I bear this name."
3d. G6trica, consciousness of race or lineage: reflection

that" I am descendant of a Gertain disciple of J IN A, native
44 of a certain province."

4th. Ayushca, association or connexion with the body
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or person: that, (as the etymology of the tenn de
notes), which proclaims (co/yate) age (o/yush), or duration
of life.

Otherwise interpreted, the four carmas of this second
set, taken in the inverse order, that is, beginning with
ayushca, import procreation, and subsequent progress in
the formation of the person or body wherein deliverance is
attainable by the 80ul which animates it: for it is by con
nexion with white or immaculate matter that final liberation
can be accomplished. I shall not dwell on the particular
explanation respectively of these four carmas, taken in this
sense.

Another arrangement, which likewise has special refer..
ence to final deliverance, is taught in a five-fold distribution
of the predicaments or categories (asticaya). The word
here referred to, is explained as signifying a substance
commonly occurring; or a term of general import; or (con
formably with its etymology), that of which it is said
(cayate) that " it is" (asti): in other words, that of which
existence is predicated.

I. The first isj~vasticaya: the predicament, life or 8Oul.
It is, as before noticed, either bound, liberated, or ever
perfect.

II. Pudgalfuticaya: the predicament, matter: compre
hending all bodies composed of atoms. It is sixfold, com
prising the four elements, and all sensible objects, fixed
or moveable. It is the same with the ajlva or second of
the seven categories enumerated in an arrangement before
noticed.

III. Dharmasticaya: the predicament, virtue; inferrible
from a right direct:ion of the organs. Dharma is explain
ed as a substance or thing (dravya) from which may be
concluded, as its effect, the soul's ascent to the region
above.

VOL. I. 2 c
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IV. Adharmasticaya: the predicament, vice: or the
reverse of the foregoing. Adharma is that which causes
the soul to continue emban'8.Ssed with body, notwithstand
ing its capacity for ascent and natural tendency to soar.

V. Acasasticaya: the predicamentacasa, of which there
are two, L6c/lcasa and A16cacasa.

1. L6cacasa is the abode of the bound: a worldly region,
eonsisting- of divers tiers, one above the other, wherein
dwell successive orders of beings unliberated.

2. A16cacasa is the abode of the liberated, above all
worlds (L6cas) or mundane beings. Here acasa implies
that, whence there is no return.

The Jaina gymnosophists are also cited· for an arrange
ment which enumerates six substances (dravya) as consti
tuting the world: viz.-

1. Jzva, the soul.
2. Dharma, virtue; a particular substance pervading

the world, and causing the soul's ascent.
3. Adharma, vice; pervading the world, and causing

the soul's continuance with body.
4. Put.lgala, matter; substance having colour, odour,

savour, and tactility; as wind, fire, water, and earth:
either atoms, or aggregates of atoms; individual body, col
lective worlds, &c.

5. Cala, time: a particular substance, which is practi
cally treated, as past, present, and future.

6. Acasa, a region, one, and infinite.
To reconcile the concurrence of opposite qualities in the

same subject at different times, and in different substances
at the same times, the Jainas assume seven cases deemed
by them apposite for obviating the difficulty (bhanga-naya) :
1st. May be, it is; [somehow, in some measure, it so is]:

• RAIIANt'J A on the Br. SUtr.
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2d. May be, it is not: 3d. May be, it is, 'and it is not
[successively]: 4th. May be, it is not predicable; [opposite
qualities co-existing]: 5th. The first and fourth of' these

taken together: may be it is, and yet not predicable:
6th. The second and fourth combined: may be it is not,
and not predicable; 7th. The third (or the first and second)
and the fourth, united: may be it is and it is not, and not
predicable.

This notion is selected for confutation by the Vedantins,
to show the futility of the Jaina doctrine. 'It is; they
observe, 'doubt or surmise, not certainty nor knowledge.
, Opposite qualities cannot co-exist in the same subject.
, Predicaments are not unpredicable: they are not to be
, affirmed if not affirmable: but they either do exist or do
, not; and if they do, they are to be affirmed: to say that
, a thing is and is not, is as incoherent as a madman's talk
, or an idiot's babble,'.

Another point, selected by the Vedantins for animadver
sion, is the position, that the soul and body agree in dimen

sions.t 'In a different stage of growth of body or of
, transmigration of soul, they would not be conformable:
, passing from the human condition to that of an ant or of
, an elephant, the soul would be too big or too little for the
, new body animated by it. If it be augmented or dimi
, nished by accession or secession of parts, to suit either the
, change of perflon or corporeal growth between infancy and

'puberty, then it is variable, and, of course, is not perpe
, tua!. If its dimensions be such as it ultimately retains,
, when released from body, then it has been uniformly such
, in its original and intermediate associations with corporeal
'frames. If it yet be of a finite magnitude, it is not
, ubiquitary and eternal,'

• SANU. on Br. Sutr. 2. 2. § 6. (S. 3.~.)

2 c 2
t lb. S. 34-36.
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The doctrine of atoms, which the Jai1UJ,J; have in common
with the Bauddhas and the VaiSeshicas (followers of CA
NADE) is controverted by the Vedantins.. The train of
reasoning is to the following effect: ' Inherent qualities of
, the cause,' the VaiSeshicas and the rest argue, 'give origin
'to the like qualities in the effect, as white yam makes
, white cloth: were a thinking being the world's cause, it
'would be endued with thought.' The answer is, that
according to CANADE himself, substances great and long
result from atoms minute and short: like qualities then are
not always found in the cause and in the effect.

, The whole world, with its mountains, seas, &c., consists
, of substances composed of parts disposed to union: as
'cloth is wove of a multitude of threads. The utmost
, sub-division of compound substances, pursued to the last
, degree, arrives at the atom, which is eternal, being sim
, pie: and such atoms, which are the elements, earth, water,
'fire, and air, become the world's cause, according to
, CANADE: for there can be no effect without a cause.
, When they are actually and universally separated, disso
'lution of the world has taken place. At its renovation,
, atoms concur by an unseen virtue, which occasions action:
, and they form double atoms, and so on, to constitute air ;
, then fire; next water; and afterwards earth; subsequently
, body with its organs; and ultimately this whole world.
, The concurrence of atoms arises from action (whether of
, one or both) which must have a cause: that cause, alleged
, to be an unseen virtue, cannot be insensible; for an insen
, sible cause cannot incite action: nor can it be design, for a
, being capable of design is not yet existent, coIning later
, in the progress of creation. Either way, then, no action
, can be; consequently no union or disunion of atoms; and

• Br. Sutr. 2.2. § 2. and § 3. (8.11.17.)
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'these, therefore, are not the cause of the world's forma
, tion or dissolution.

, Eternal atoms and transitory double atoms differ utterly;
, and union of discordant principles cannot take place. If
, aggregation be assumed as a reason of their union, still
'the aggregate and its integrants are utterly different;
'and an intimate relation is further to be sought, as a
, reason for the aggregation. Even this assumption there
, fore fails.

"Atoms must be essentially active or inactive: were they
'essentially active, creation would be perpetual; if es
, sentially inactive, dissolution would be constant.

, Eternity of causeless atoms is incompatible with proper
, ties ascribed to them; colour, taste, smell, and tactility:
, for things possessing such qualities are seen to be coarse
'and transient. Earth, endued with those four properties,
, is gross; water, possessing three, is less so; fire, having
, two, is still less ; and air, with one, is fine. Whether the
, same be admitted or denied in respect of atoms, the argu
'ment is either way confuted: earthy particles, coarser
, than aerial, would not be minute in the utmost degree;
, or atoms possessing but a single property, would not be
, like their effects possessing several.

'The doctrine of atoms is to be utterly rejected, having
, been by no venerable persons received, as the Sa:nc'kya

, doctrine of matter, a plastic principle, has been, in part,
, by MENU and other sages,'.

Points, on which the sectaries differ from the orthodox,
rather than those on which they conform, are the subjects
of the present treatise. On one point of conformity, how
ever, it may be right to offer a brief remark, as it is one on
which the Jainas appear to lay particular stress. It con-

• SANe., &c. on Br, Sutl'. 2. 2, § 3. (8. 17.)
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cerns the transmigration of the soul, whose destiny is espe
cially governed by the dying thoughts, or fancies entertained
at the moment of dissolution.. The Vedas,t in like man
ner, teach that the thoughts, inclinations, and resolves of
man, and such peculiarly llS predominate in his dying
moment8, determine the future character, and regulate the
subsequent place, in transmigration. As was his thought
in one body, such be becomes in another, into which he
accordingly pas..~s.

SECT OF BUDDHA.

The Bauddhas or Saugatas, followers of BUDDHA or
S UGATA (terms of the same import, and conesponding to
JINA or ARHAT) are also called Mucta-cachlta, alluding
to a peculiarity of dress, apparently a habit of wearing the
hem of the lower garment untucked. They are not unfre
quently cited by their adv~rsaries as (Nasticas) atheists,
or rather, disowners of another world.

BUDDHA MUNI, so he is reverently named by the
opponents of his religious system, is the reputed author of
sutras,t constituting a body of doctrine termed agama or
sastra, words which convey a notion of authority and holi
ness. The BUDDHA here intended, is no doubt the last,
who is distinguished by the names ofGAUTAMA and S..iCY A,

among other appellations.
I

\ Either from diversity of instruction delivered by him to
\ his disciples at various times, or rather from different con
I structions of the same text, more or less literal, and varying
! with the degree of sagacity of the disciple, have arisen no

less than four sects among the followers of BUD DHA: Com-

• See Transact. of the Roy. Asiat. Soc., vol. i. p.4:l7.
t Br. Sutr. 1. 2. 1.
t Quotations from them in thl' Slll/SCl'tt language occur in COID

mt'lltarics on thc "iArmlll: (thc llIu/mllli on R,.. Sfttr. 2. 2.19.)
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mentators of the Vedanta, giving an account of this schism
of the Bauddhas, do not agree in applying the scale of
intellect to these divisions of the entire sect, some attribut
ing to acuteness or superior intelligence, that which others
ascribe to simplicity or inferior understanding.

Without regarding, therefore, that scale, the distinguish
ing tenets of each branch of the sect maybe thus stated.

/ Some maintain that all is void, (sarva sunya) following, as
it seems, a literal interpretation of BUDDHA'S sutras. To I

these the designation of Madhyamica is assigned by seveml ('
of the commentators of the Vedanta; and in the marginal
notes of one commentary, they are identified with the \
Charvacas: but that is an error.

Other disciples of BUDDHA except internal sensation 01'

intelligence (vijnyana) and acknowledge all else to be
void. They maintain the eternal existence of conscious
sense alone. These are called Y6gachUras.

Others, again, affirm the actual existence of external
objects, no less than of internal sensations: considering
external as perceived by senses; and internal as inferred
by reasoning.

Some of them recognise the immediate perception of ex
terior objects. Others contend for a mediate apprehen
sion of them, through images, or resembling furms, pre
sented to the intellect: objects they insist are inferred, but
not actually perceived. Hence two branches of the sect of
BUDDHA: one denominated Sautrantica; the other Vai
bkfuhica.

As these, however, have many tenets in common, they
may be conveniently considered together; and are so treated
of by the scholiasts of VYABA'S Brahme-sutras: under
standing one adhicarana (the 4th of the 2d chapter in the 2d
lecture) to be directed against these two sects of Bud
dhists; and the next following one (2. 2.5.) to be addressed
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to the Y6gach6.raa; serving, however, likewise for the con
futation of the advocates of an universal void.·

The Sautrantica and VaiblWshica sects, admitting then
external (bD.hya) and internal (ablayantara) objects, dis
tinguish, under the first head, elements (bhuta) and that
which appertains thereto (bhautica), namely, organs and
sensible qualities; and under the second head, intelligence
(chitta), and that which unto it belongs (chaitta).

The elements (bkuta or makD.bhuta) which they reckon
four, not acknowledging a fifth, consist of atoms. The
Bauddhas do not, with the followers of CANADE, affinn
double atoms, triple, quadruple, &c. as the early gradations
ofcomposition; but maintain indefinite atomic aggregation,
deeming compound substances to be conjoint primary
atoms.

Earth, they say, has the nature or peculiar character of
hardness; water, that of fluidity; fire, that of heat; and
air, that of mobility. Terrene atoms are hard; aqueous,
liquid; igneous, hot; aerial, mobile. Aggregates of these
atoms pwiake of those distinct characters. One authority,
however, states, that they attribute to terrene atoms the
characters of colour, savour, odour, and tactility; to aque
ous, colour, savour, and tactility; to igneous, both colour
and tactility; to aerial, tactility only.t

• This schism among the Bauddhas, splitting into four sects, is
anterior to the age of ~ANCARA ACHAaVA, who expressly notices all
the four. It had commenced before the composition of the Bra}l1ne
sutras, and consequently before the days of SAHARA SWAMi and
CUMARILA BHATh; since two, at the least, of those sects, are sepa
rately confuted. All of them appear to have been indiscriminately
persecuted, when the Bauddhas of every denomination were expelled
from Hindust'han and the peninsula. Whether the same sects yet
subsist among the Bauddhas of Ceylon, Thibet, and the trans-gangetic
India, and in China, deserves inquiry.

t RAMAKtTJA on Br. Sutr.
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The Bauddhas do not recognise a fifth element, acasa,
nor any substance so designated; nor soul (j~va or tJtman)

. distinct from intelligence (cnitta) j nor any thing irreducible
to the four categories above-mentioned.

Bodies, which are objects of sense, are aggregates of
atoms, being composed of earth and other elements. Intel
ligence, dwelling within body, and possessing individual
consciousness, apprehends objects, and subsists as self;
and, in that view only, is (atman) self or soul.

Things appertaining to the elements, (bhautica,) the
second of the predicaments, are organs of sense, together
with their objects, as rivers, mountains, &c. They are
composed of atoms. This world, every thing which is
therein, all which consists of component parts, must be
atomical aggregations. They are external; and are per
ceived by means of organs, the eye, the ear, &c., which
likewise are atomical conjuncts.

Images or representations of exterior objects are pro
duced; and by perception of such images 01' representations,
objects are apprehended. Such is the doctrine of the
Sautranticas upon this point. But the Vaibhashicas ac
knowledge the direct perception of exterior objects. Both
think, that objects cease to exist when no longer perceived :
they have but a brief duration, like a flash of lightning,
lasting no longer than the perception of them. Their iden
tity, then, is but momentary: the atoms or component
parts are scattered; and the aggregation or concourse was
but instantaneous.

Hence these BKddhists are by their adversaries, the
orthodox Hindus, designated as Purna-or Sarva-vaina
ncas, , arguing total perishableness;' while the followers
of CAN ADE, who acknowledge some of their categories to
be eternal and invariable, and reckon only others transitory
and changeable; and who insist that indentity ceases with
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any variation in the composition of a body, and that a cor
poreal frame, receiving nutriment and discharging excre
tions, undergoes continual change, and consequent early
loss ofidentity, are for that particular opinion, called Ardha
vainlUicas, , arguing half-perishableness.'

The second head of the arrangement before-mentioned,
comprising internal objects, viz. intelligence, and that which
to it appertains, is again distributed into five scandltas,
as follow:-

1st. Rupa-scandha; comprehending organs of sense and
their objects considered in relation to the person, or the
sensitive and intelligent faculty which is occupied with
them. Colours and other sensible qualities and things are
external; and, as such, are classed under the second divi
sion of the first head (bhautica), appurtenance of elements :
but, as objects of sensation and knowledge, they are
deemed internal, and therefore recur under the present
head.

2d. Vijnyuna-scandha consists in intelligence (chitta),
which is the same with self (utman) and (vijnyana) know
ledge. It is consciousness of sensation, or continuous
course and flow of cognition and sentiment. There is not
any other agent, nor being which acts and enjoys; nor is
there an eternal soul: but merely succession of thought,
attended with individual consciousness abidi~g within body.

3d. Vedana-scandha comprises pleasure, pain, or the
absence of either, and other sentiments excited in the mind
by pleasing or displeasing objects.

4th. Sanjnya-scandha intends the knowledge or belief
arising from names or words: as ox, horse, &c.; or fcom
indications or signs, as a house denoted by a flag; and a
man by his staff.

5th. Sanscara-scandha includes passions; as desire,
hatred, fear, joy, sorrow, &c" together with illusion, virtue
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vice, and every other modification of the fancy or imagina
tion. All sentiments are momentary.

The second of these five scandhas is the same with the
first division of the second general head, chitta, or intelli
gence. The rest are comprehended under the second head,
chaittica, appurtenance of intellect; and under the larger
designation of adhyatmica, belonging to (atman) self. The
latter term, in its most extensive sense, includes all the
five scandhas, or branches, moral and personal.

The seeming but unreal course of events, or worldly suc
cession, external and mental, or physical and moral, is
described as a concatenation of causes and effects in a
continual round.

Concerning the relation of cause and effect, it is to be
premised that proximate cause Udtu) and concurrent occa
sion (pratyaya) are distinguished: and the distinction is
thus illustrated in respect of both classes, external and
personal.

From seed comes a germ; from this a branch; then a
culm or stem; whence a leafy gem; out of which a bud;
from which a blossom; and thence, finally, fruit. Where
one is, the other ensues. Yet the seed is not conscious of
producing the germ; nor is this aware of coming from seed:
and hence is inferred production without a thinking cause,
and without a ruling providence.

Again, earth furnishes solidity to the seed, and coherence
to the germ; water moistens the gl'llin; fire warms and
matures it; air or wind supplies impulse to vegetation; ether
expands the seed;" and season transmutes it. By concur
rence of all these, seed vegetates, and a sprout grows.
Yet earth and the rest of these concurrent occasions are
--------------------- ----- -~~----

• So the commentaries on SANCARA (the Bhdmati, .4.bharana, and
1'1Ywha). But the fifth element is not a.cknowledged by the Baud
dlws.
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unconscious; and SO are the seed, germ, and the rest of
the effects.

Likewise, in the moral world, where ignorance or error
is, there is passion: where error is not, neither is passion
there. But they are unconscious of mutual relation.

Again, earth furnishes solidity to the bodily frame; water
affords to it moisture; fire supplies heat; wind causes
inspiration and respiration; ether occasions cavities;. sen
timent gives corporeal impulse and mental incitement.
Then follows error, passion, &c.

Ignorance (avidya) or error, is the mistake of supposing
that to be durable, which is but momentary. Thence comes
passion (sanscara), comprising desire, aversion, delusion, &c.
From these, concurring in the embryo with paternal seed
and uterine blood, arises sentiment (vijnyana) 01' incipient
consciousness. From concurrence of this with parental seed
and blood, comes the rudiment of body; its flesh and
blood j its name (naman) and shape (Tupa). Thence the
(slta/i-ayatana), sites of six organs, or seats of the senses,
consisting of sentiment, elements, (earth, &c.), name and
shape (or body), in relation to him whose organs they are.
From coincidence and conjunction of organs with name and
shape (that is, with body) there is feeling (sparsa) or expe
rience of heat or cold, &c. felt by the embryo or embodied
being. Thence is sensation (vedana) of pain, pleasure, &C.
Follows thirst (tr'Zsltna) or longing for renewal of pleasur
able feeling and desire to shun that which is painful.
Hence is (upadana) effort, or exertion of body or speech.
From this is (bltava) condition of (dltarma) merit, or
(adltarma) demerit. Thence comes birth (jati) or aggrega
tion ofthe five branches (scandhas).t The maturity of those

• See the preceding note.

t One commentary of the Vedanta (viz. the Abharafm), explains
bhava as corporeal birth; and jriti genus, kind. Other differences
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"

five branches is (jara) decay. Their dissolution is (mamna)

death. Regret of a dying person is (s6ca) grief. Wailing
is (paridevana) lamentation. Experience of that which is
disagreeable is (duhc'ha) pain or bodily sufl'rance. But
mental pain is (daurmanasya) discomposure of mind. Upon
death ensues departure to another world. That is followed
by return to this world. And the course of error, with its
train of consequences, recommences.'-

Besides these matters, which hare a real existence but
momentary duration, the Bauddhas distinguish under the
category and name of (nirupa) unreal, false, or non
existent, three topics: 1st, wilful and observable destruction
(pratuanc'hya-ni1·6dha) of an existing thing, as the break
ing of a jar by a stroke of a mallet; 2d, unobserved nullity
or annihilation (apratisanc'hya-nir6dha); and 3d, vacancy
or space (4casa) unencompassed and unshielded, or the
imaginary ethereal element.

The whole of this doctrine is formally refuted by the
Vedantins. 'The entire aggregate, referred to two sources,
, external and internal, cannot be; nor the world's course
, dependent thereon: for the members of it are insensible;
, and its very existence is made to depend on the flash of
, thought; yet ~o other thinking permanent being is ac
, knowledged, accumulating that aggregate, directing it,
, or enjoying; nor is there an inducement to activity with
, out a purpose, and merely momentary.

, Nor is the alleged concatenation of events admissible:
, for there is no reason of it. Their existence depends on
, that of the aggregate of which they are alleged to be
, severally ~uses. The objections to the notion of eternal
, atoms with beings to enjoy, are yet more forcible against

among the Vedtintin writers, on variou8 minor points of the Buddhist
doctrine, are pa8sed over to avoid tediousness.

• SANe., V'&:CH., &c. on Br. SUtr. 2. 2. (8. 19.)
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, momentary atoms with none to enjoy. The various matters
, enumerated as successive causes, do not account for the
, sum of sensible objects. Nor can they, being but mo
, mentary, be the causes of effects: for the moment of the
, one's duration has ceased, before that of the other's exist
, ence commences. Being then a non-entity, it can be

no cause. Nor does one last till the other begins, for
, then they would be contemporaneous.

, The ethereal element (acasa) is not a non-entity: for its
, existence is inferrible from sound.

, Nor is self or soul momentary: memory and recollec
, tion prove it: and there is no doubt nor error herein; for
, the individual is cOllscious that he is the same who to-day
, remembers what he yesterday saw.

, Nor can entity be an effect of non-entity. If the one
, might come of the other, then might an effect .accrue to a
, stranger without effort on his part: a husbandman would
, have a crop of com without tilling and sowing; a potter
, would have a jar without moulding the clay j a weaver
, would have cloth without weaving the yarn: nor would
, anyone strive for heavenly bliss or eternal deliverance,'«-

To confute another branch of the sect of BUDDHA, the
V6dantins argue, that 'the untruth or non-existence of
, external objects is an untenable position; for there is per
, ception or apprehension of them: for instance, a stock, a
, wall, a jar, a cloth; and that, which actually is appre
, hended, cannot be unexistent. Nor does the existence of
, objects cease when the apprehension does so. Nor is it
, like a dream, a juggle, or an illusion; for the condition of
, dreaming and waking is quite different. When awake a
, person is aware of the illusory nature of the dream which
, he recollects.

, Nor have thoughts or fancies an independent existence:

• SAl'C'. and other Com. on Br. Sutr. 2. 2. § 4. (S. 18-27.)
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, for they are fOBDded on external and sensible objects, the
, which, if unapprehended, imply that thoughts must be 80

• too. These are momentary: and the same objections
, apply to a world consisting of momentary thoughts, as to
, one of instantaneous objects.

, The whole doctrine, when tried and sifted, crumbles
, like a well sunk in loose sand. The opinions advanced in
, it are contradictory and incompatible: they are severally
• untenable and incongruous. By teaching them to his
, disciples, BUDDHA has manifested either his own absur
, dity and incoherence, or his rooted enmity to mankind,
• whom he sought to delude,'·

A few observations on the analogy of the doctrine, above
explained, to the Grecian philosophy, may not be here out
of place.

It has been already remarked, in former essays, that the
Bauddhas, like the VaWshicas, admit but two sources of
knowledge (p. 304 of this volume). Such likewise appears
to have been the opinion of the more ancient Greek philo
sophers; especially, the Pythagoreans: and accordingly
OCELLUS, in the beginning of his treatise on the universe,
declares that he has written such things, concerning the
nature of the universe, as he learned from nature itself by
manifest signs, and conjectured as probable, by thought
through reasoning j thereby intimating, as is remarked by
his annotator, that the means of knowledge are two.t

Concerning the atomic doctrine, maintained not only
by the Vaucshicas, or followers of CANADE, surnamed
CASYAPA,t but by the sect of BUDDHA, and likewi.'le by

• Com. on Br. Sutr. 2. 2. § 5. (S. 28-32.)

t Opusc. mytholog. phys. et eth. p. 505.

t A remark may be here made, which was omitted in its proper
place (Part 2 of this essay), that the followers of the atomic sect are
sometimes contumpliously dpsignatpd hy their orthodox opponents, 8S
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several others as well heterodox as orthodox, no person
needs to be told, that a similar doctrine was maintained by
many among the ancient Greek. philosophers; and in par
ticular by Leucippus (if not previously by Moschus), and
after him by Democritus; and likewise by Empedocles,
who was of the Pythago~ school. They disagreed, as

the Indian philosophers likewise do, respecting the number
of elements or different kinds of atoms. Empedoclei'o ad
mitted five, developed in the following order: ether, fire,
earth, water, and air. Here we have the five elements
(Muta) of the Hindus, including acasa. The great multi
tude of philosophers, however, restricted the number of
elements to four; in which respect they agree with the
Jainas, Bauddltas, Cltarvacas and some other sectaries,
who reject the fifth element affirmed by the Hindus in
general, and especially by the orthodox.

In published accounts of the religious opinions of Baud
dhas and Jainas, derived principally from oral informa
tion, doubts have been expressed as to the sense attached
by them to the terms which they use to signify the happy
state at which the perfect saints arrive. It has been ques-

, tioned whether annihilation, or what other condition short
of such absolute extinction, is meant to be described.

Both these sects, like most others of Indian origin, pro
pose, for the grand object to which man should aspire, the
attainment of a final happy state, from which there is no
return.

C6nabhuj (a) or Ganabhacsha, in allusion to the founder's name. cafla
signifies a crow; and the import of Gana-bhuj, synonymous with
Gafuid, is crow-eater (carza-ad). The oril\"inal name, however, is de
rivable from cana little, (with ad to eat, or tida, to receive) implying
abstemiousness or disinterestedness of the person bearing the name.
Conformably with the first of those derivations, CANADE himself is
sometimes caned Cafzabhacsha or Canabhuj.

(a) SANe. on Br. SUiT. 2. 3. ~ 12. (S. 18.)
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All COncur in assigning to its attainment the same term,
mucti or m6cslw., with some shades of difference in the
interpretation of the word: as emancipation, deliverance I

from evil, liberation from worldly bonds, relief from fur
ther transmigration, &c.

Many other terms are in use, as synonymous with it;
and so employed by all or nearly all of these sects; to
express a state of final release from the world: such as
amrzta, immortality; apavarga, conclusion, completion, or
abandonment; Sreyas, excellence; nih-sreyasa, assured
excellence, perfection; caifcalya, singleness; nih-sarana,
exit, departure. But the term which the Bauddhas, as
well as Jainas, more particularly affect, and which however
is also used by the rest, is nirvana, profound calm. In its
ordinary acceptation, as an adjective, it signifies extinct, as
a fire which is gone out; set, as a luminary which has gone
down; defunct, as a saint who has passed away: its etymo
logy is from va, to blow as wind, with the preposition nir
used in a negative sense: it means calm and unrufHed.
The notion which is attached to the word, in the accepta
tion now under consideration, is that of perfect apathy. It
is a condition of unmixed tranquil happiness or ecstacy
(ananda). Other terms (as suc'ha, m6ha, &c.) distinguish
different gradations of pleasure, joy, and delight. But a
happy state of imperturbable apathy is the ultimate bliss
(ananda) to which the Indian aspires: in this the Jaina, as
well as the Bauddl,a, concurs with the orthodox Ved{mtin.

Perpetual uninterrupted apathy c.an hardly be said to.
differ from eternal sleep. The notion of it as of a happy
condition seems to be derived f!'Om the experience of ecsta
cies, or from that of profound sleep, from which a person
awakes refreshed. The pleasant feeling is referred back to
the period of actual repose. Accordingly, as I had occa
sion to show in a preceding essay, the Vedanta considers the

VOL. J. 2 D
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individual soul to be temporarily, during the period of pro
found sleep, in the like condition of re-union with the
Supreme, which it permanently D.ITives at on its final eman
cipation from body.

This doctrine is not that of the Jainas nor Bauddhas.
I But neither do they consider the endless repose allotted to

their perfect saints as attended with a discontinuance of
individuality. It is not annihilation, but unceasing apathy,
which they Undel'8tand to be the extinction (nirvarUt) of
their saints; and which they esteem to be supreme felicity,
worthy to be sought by practice of mortification, as well as
by acquisition of knowledge.

CHARVACAS and L6cAYATICAS.

In my first essay on the Philosophy of the Hindus (p.
228, of this volume), it was stated upon the authority of a
scholiast of the SfJnc'hya, that CHARVACA, whose name is
familiar as designating a heretical sect called after him, has
exhibited the doctrine of the Jainas. In a marginal note
to a scholiast of the Brahma-sUtras, one of the four
branches of the sect of BUDDHA (the Mfulkyamica) is
identified with the ChQ,rvacas. This I take to be clearly
en-oneous; and upon comparison of the tenets of the Jainas
and Cl4arvacas, as alleged by the commentators of the
Vedanta in course of controversy, the other position like
wise appears to be not correct.

For want of an opportunity of consulting an original
treatise on this branch of philosophy, or any connected
summary furnished even by an adversary of opinions pro
fessed by the CkfL";'acas, no sufficient account can be yet
given of their peculiar doctrine, further than that it is
undisguised materialism. A few of their leading opinions,
however, are to be collected from the incidental notice of
them by opponents.
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A notorious tenet of the sect, restricting to perception
only the means of proof and sources of knowledge, has
been more than once adverted to (p. 240 and 304, of this
volume). Further retlearch enables me to enlarge the cata
logue of means of knowledge admitted by others, with the
addition of probability (samhlunnj and tradition (aitikya)
separately reckoned by mythologists (Pauranicas) among
those means.· The latter is however comprehended under
the head of (8O.bda) oral communication. In regard to

probability or possibility (for the term may be taken in
this lower meaning) as a ground or source of notions, it
must be confessed, that in the text of the mythologists
(their Pur6:1uu) a very ample use is made of the latitude;
and what by supposition might have been and may be, is
put in the place of what has been and is to be.

The CharvD.cas recognise four (not five) elements, viz.
earth, water, fire, and wind (or air); and acknowledge no
other principles (tatwa). t

The most important and characteristic tenet of this sect

concerns the soul, which they deny to be other than body.~

This doctrine is cited for refutation in V Y ASA's sutras, as
the opinion of " some;" and his scholiasts, BH AvAntv A
MISRA and RANGANAT'HA, understand the ClW.rv6.cas tx>

be intended. SANCAIU, BHAsCARA, and other commen

tators, name the L6cayaticas; and these appear to be a
branch of the sect of Cu,hvAcA. SADANANDA, in the
Vedanta sara, calls up for refutation no less than foul'

mllo"ers of CHARVACA, asserting that doctrine under
variou8 mOdifications; one maintaining, that the gross cor
poreal frame is identical with the soul; another, that the
corporeal organs constitute the soul; a third affirming,

• PadfJrt'luJ djpica. t VarlulspatJa-su.tra, cited by BH1sCABA.

t §ANOA SA on Br. Sittr. 2. 2.2. and 3. 3. 53.

2 n 2
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that the vital functions do 80; and the fourth insisting,
that the mind and the soul are the same. In the second
of these instances,SADAN ANDA'S scholiast, RAMA TiRT'HA,
names the L6cayatanas, a branch of the ChQ.rvaca, as

particularly intended. No doubt they are the same with
the L6cayaticas of SANCARA and the rest.

I Seeing no soul but body, they maintain the non-exis
, tence of soul other than body; and arguing that intelli
, gence or sensibility, though not seen in earth, water, fire,
I and air, whether simple or congregate, may nevertheless
I subsist in the same elements modified in a corporeal frame,
, they affirm that an organic body (caya) endued with sensi
, bility and thought, though formed of those elements, is
I the human person (purusha) .•

, The faculty of thought results from a modification of
, the aggregate elements, in like manner as sugar with a

• ferment and other ingredients becomes an inebriating Ii
I quor; and as betel, areca, lime, and extract of cate

'chu, chewed together, have an exhilarating property,
, not found in those substances severally, nor in anyone of
I them singly.

, So far there is a difference between animate body and
, inanimate substance. Thonght, knowledge, recollection,
I &c., perceptible only where organic body is, are proper
I ties of an organised frame, not appertaining to exterior
, substances, or earth and other elements simple or aggre
, gate, unless formed into such a frame.

I While there is body, there is thought, and sense of
, pleasure and pain; none when body is not; and hence,
, as well as from self-consciousness, it is concluded that
I self and body are identical!

BHAsCARA ACHARYAt quotes the Varhaspatya-sf1trat

• SANCARA, &c. t On Br. Sutr. 3. 3. 53.



CHARVACAS AND L6cAYATICAS. 405

(VRIHASPATl'S aphorisms), apparently as the text work
or standard authority of this sect or school; and the quo
tation, expressing that. " the elements are earth, water,
" fire and air; and from the aggregation of them in bodily
" organs, there re8ults sensibility and thought, as the ine
" briating property is deduced from a ferment aud other
" ingredients."

To the foregoing arguments of the L6cayaticas or Char
vacas, the answer of the Vedantins is, that 'thought, sen
'sation, and other properties of soul or consciousness,
, cease at the moment ofdeath, while the body yet remains;
, and cannot therefore be properties of the corporeal frame,
, for they have ceased before the frame is dissolved. The
, qualities of body, as colour, &C. are apprehended byothers :
, not so those of soul, viz. thought, memory, &c. Their
, existence, while body endures, is ascertained: not their
, cessation when it ceases. They may pass to other bodies.
, Elements, or sensible objects, are not sentient, or capable
, of feeling, themselves; fire, though hot, bums not itself;
'a tumbler, however agile, mounts not upon his own
'shoulders. Apprehension of an object must be distinct
, from the thing apprehended. By means of a lamp, or
, other light, objects are visible: if a lamp be present, the
, thing is seen; not so, if there be no light. Yet appre
, hension is no property of the lamp; nor is it a property
, of body, though observed only where a corporeal frame is.
, Body is but instrumental to apprehension.'

Among the Greeks, Dicrearchus of Messene held the
same tenet, which has been here ascribed to the L6cayaticas~

and other followers of CHARVlCA, that there is no such
thing as soul in man; that the principle, by which he per
ceives and acts, is diffused through the body~ is inseparabl~

from it, and temliuates with it.
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MAHESWARAS and PiSUPATAS.

The devoted worshippers of SIV A or MAHESWARA, take
their designation from this last"'D1entioned title of the deity

whom they adore, aud whose revelation they profess to
follow. They are called MOJ,eswaras, and (as it seems)

Siva-bhagavatas.
The ascetics of the sect wear their hair braided, and rolled

up round the head like a turban; hence they are denomi
nated (and the sect after them) Jatfulkfzrf, ' wearing a
, braid.'

The Manewaras are said to have borrowed much of
their doctrine from the Sane'hya philosophy: following

CAP I L A on many points.; and the theistical system of
PATANJALI on more.

They have branched into four divisions: one, to which

the appellation of Saivas, or worshippers of SlY A, especially
appertains: a second, to which the denomination of PfUu
patas belongs, as followers of PASUPATI, another title of
MAHESWARA: the third bears the name or Carunica-sid
dkfzntins; but RAMANUJA. assigns to this third braDch

the appellation of Calamue'has: the fourth is by all termed

Capalas or Capalicas.
They appeal for the text of their doctrine to a book,

which they esteem holy, considering it to have been revealed
by MAHESWAltA, SIVA, or PASUPATI: .allnames of the

same deity. The work, most usually bearing the latter title,

PaSupati-sfzstra (MahcSwara-siddkfznta, orSivagama), is
divided into five lectures (adkyfcya), treating of as many
categories (padfzrt'has). The enumeration of them will
afford occasion for noticing the principal and ldistinguishing

tenets of the sect.

• Com. on Br. SutT. 2.2.37.
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I. Carana, or cause. The Pasupatas hold, that imara,
the Supreme Being, is the efficient cause of the world, its
creator (carta) and superintending (adkiskt'kata) or ruling
providence; and not its material cause likewise. They,
however, identify the one supreme GOD, with SIVA, or
PASuPATI,and give him the title of MAHESWARA.

II. Carya or effect: which is nature (pracrtti), or plastic
matter (pradkana), as the universal material principle is by
the Pasupatas denominated, conformably with the termi
nology of the so'nc'kyas; and likewise mahat, the great
one, or intelligence, together with the further development
of nature, viz. mind, consciousness, the elements, &c.

III. Y6ga, abstraction; as perseverance in meditation on
the syllable 6m, the mystic name of the deity; profound
contemplation of the divine excellence, &c.

IV. Vulki, enjoined rites; consisting in acts, by per
formance of which merit is gained; as bath, and ablutions,
or the use of ashes in their stead; and divers acts of enthu
siasm, as of a person overjoyed and beside himself.

V. Dukc'kanta, telmination of ill, or final liberation
(m6cska).

The purpose, for which these categories are taught and
explained, is the accomplishment of deliverance from the
bondage (bandka) or fetters (Pasa), viz. illusion (maya),

&c., in which the living soul (j~va or alma), by this sect
termed pasu, is entangled and confined. For it is here
maintained, that pa8us (living souls) are individual sentient
beings, capable of deliverance from evil, through the know
ledge of GOD and the practice of prescribed rites, together
with perseverance in profound abstraction.

The Pasupatas argue, that as a potter is the efficient,
not the material, cause of the jar made by him; so the
sentient being, who presides over the world, is the efficient,
not the material, cause of it: for the superintendent, and
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that which is by him sllpt'rintended, cannot be one and the
same.

In a more full exposition of their opinions· they are stated
as enumerating under the heads of effects and causes, those
which are secondary; and aa subdividing likewise the heads
of prescribed rites and termination of ill.

I. They distinguish ten effects (carya): namely, five
principles (tatlDa), which are the fiye elements: earth, water,
fire, air, and ether; and five qualities (guna) colour, &c.

II. They reckon thirteen causes or instruments (carana);
viz. five organs of sense, and as many organs of action;
and three internal organs, intelligence, mind, and conscious
ness. These thirteen causes or means are the same with
the thirteen instruments of knowledge enumerated by CA
ptLA and his followers, the Sanc'hyas.

III. Y6ga, abstraction, does not appear to admit any
subdivision.

IV. Enjoined rules (vidhi) are distributed under two
heads: 1st. vrata, 2d. dlDara.

To the first head (vrata or vow) appertains the use of
ashes in place of water for bath or ablutions: that is,
first, in lieu of bathing thrice' a day; at morning, noon,
and evening: secondly, instead of ablutions for special
causes, as purification from uncleanness after evacuation of
urine, feces, &c.

To the same head belongs likewise the sleeping upon
ashes: for which particular purpose they are solicited from
householders, in like manner as food and other alms are
begged.

This head comprises also exultation (upahara), which
comprehends laughter, dance, song, bellowing as a bull,
bowing, recital of prayer, &c.

• Pidhg6JJharana on Br. SUJr. 2. 2. 37.
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The second head (dwara) consists of, Ist, pretending
sleep, though really awake; 2d, quaking, or tremulous
motion of members, as if afHicted with rheumatism or
paralytic affection; 3d, halting, as if lame; 4th, joy,
as of a lover at lilight of his beloved mistress; 5th, affec
tation of madness, though quite lilane; 6th, incoherent dis
course.

V. Termination of pain (duke'hanta) or deliverance from
evil, is twofold: one is absolute extinction of all ills; the
other is acquisition of transcendent power, and exercise of
uncontrolled and irresistible will. The last compIises energy
of sense and energy of action.

The energy of sense (drze-saeti) varies according to the
sense engaged, and is of five sorts: 1st, vision (darsana),
or distinct and perfect perception of minute, remote, con
fused and undefined objects; 2d, (sravana) perfect hear
ing of sound; 3d, (manana) intuitive knowledge, or science
without need of study; 4th, (vijnyfLna) certain and un
doubted knowledge, by book or fact; 5th, (sarvajnyatwa)
ommsclence.

Energy of action (criya-saeti) is properly single of its
kind. It admits nevertheless of a threefold subdivision;
which, however, is not well explained, in the only work in
which I have found it noticed.·

The opinions of the Pasupatas and other Ma!teSwaras,
are heretical, in the estimation of the Vedantins, because
they do not admit pantheism, or creation of the universe
by the deity out of his own essence.

The notion ofa plastic material cause, termed pradllana,t
borrowed from the Sane'kyas, and that of a ruling provi-

• Abharana (§ 39) 2.2.27. The only copy of it seen hy me is in this
part apparently imperfect.

t That by which the world is accomplished (pr(/d~iyati), and in
which it is deposited at its dissolution, is first (pradhana) mOlliter.
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dence, taken from PATANJALI, are controverted, the one
in part, the other in the whole, by the orthodox followers
of the VedUta.

, An argument drawn from the prevalence of pain, plea
, sure, and illusion in the universe, that the cause must have
, the like qualities and be brute matter, is incongruous,' say
the Vedantins, 'for it could not frame the diversities, ex
, terior and interior, which occur: these argue thought and
, intention, in like manner as edifices and gardens, which
, assuredly are not constructed without design. Nor could
, there be operation without an operator; clay is wrought
, by the potter who makes the jar; a chariot is drawn by
, horses yoked to it; but brute matter stirs not without
'impulse. Milk nourishes the calf, and water flows in a
, stream, but not spontaneously; for the cow, urged by
, affection, suckles her calf, which, incited by hunger, sucks
, the teat; a river flows agreeably to the inclination of the
, ground, as by providence directed. But there is not, ac
, cording to the Sane'ltyas and Pasupatas, any thing besides
, matter itself to stir or to stop it, nor any motive: for 80ul
, is a stranger in the world. Yet conversions are not spon
, taneous: grass is not necessarily changed to milk; for
, particular conditions must co-exist: swallowed by a cow,
, not by an ox, the fodder is so converted. Or, granting
, that activity is natural to matter, still there would be
, no purpose. The halt, borne by the blind, directs the
, progress: a magnet attracts contiguous iron. But direc
, tion and contiguity are wanting to the activity of plastic
'matter. The three qualities of goodness, foulness, and
'darkness, which characterize matter, would not vary to
'become primary and secondary in the derivative prin
, ciples of intelligence and the rest, without some external
'instigator whomsoever. Apart from the energy of a
, thinking being, those qualities cannot be argued to have



lIIAHESWA&U AND P.uUPAT.U. 411

• a natural tendency to the production of such effects as
• are produced.'·

•The PfUxpattU' notion of Supreme GOD being the
• world's cause, as governing both (prad.JW.na) matter and
• (pwnuAa) embodied spirit, is incongroous,' say again
tile vualltiu, •fur be would be cbargeahIe with paIBion
• and injustice, distnDutmg good and em with partiality.
• Nor can this impntation be obviated by reference to the
• influence of works: for instigation and instigator would
• be reciprocally dependent. NCI' can the d>jection be
• avoided by the aB6umption of an infinite BUCCel!ISion (with-
• out a begianing) of works and their fruits.

• Neither is there any aB6ignable connexion by which his
• guidance of matter aDd spirit could be exercised: it is
• O>t oonjunotian, nor aggregation, nor relation of calise
, and e4"ect. Nor C8Il the material principle, devoid ofall

• seBSible qualities, be guided and administered. Nor can
, matter be wrought without organs. But, if the Supreme
• Being have organs, he is furnished with a corporeal frame,
, and is not GOD, and he BUffers pain, and experiences

• pleasure, as a finite being. The infinity of matter and of
• embodied spirit, and GOD'S omniscience, are incompati
, ble; if he restrict them in magnitude and number, they
, are finite; if he cannot define and limit them, he is not
, omniscient (and omnipotent).'t

A further objection to the Sane'hya doctrine, and conse
quently to the PfUupata grounded on it, is 'its alleged in
, coDSistencies and contradictions ::j: one wbile eleven organs
, are enmnerated, at another seven only, the five senses
, being reduced to one cuticular organ, the sense of feeling.

• SANO., &c. on Br. SUtr. 2. 2.9 1. (S. 1-10.)

t SANO., &c. un Br. SUtr. 2. 2. 97.
t lb. 2.2. 9 1. (S. 2, and 10.)
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, The elements are in one place derived immediately from
, the great or intelligent principle; in another, from con
'sciousness. Three internal faculties are reckoned in some
, instances, and but one in others.'

The grounds of this imputation, however, do not appear.
Such inconsistencies are not in the text of CAPILA, nor in
that of the Carica: and the Vedanta itself seems more
open to the same reproach: for there is much discrepancy
in the passages of the Veda, on which it relies.

The point on which the Pasupatas most essentially differ
from the orthodox, the distinct and separate existence of the
efficient and material causes of the universe, is common to
them with the ancient Greek philosophers before Aristotle.
Most of these similarly affirmed two, and only two, natural
causes, the efficient and the material; the first active, mov
ing: the second, passive, moved; one effective, the other
yielding itself to be acted on by it. Ocellus terms the

latter ,.1''''''' generation, or rather production; the former
its cause, ",l.,./", "lOlnM'.'" Empedocles, in like manner,
affirmed two principles of nature; the active, which is
unity, or GOD; the passive, which is matter.t

Here we have precisely the pracrtti and carana of the
Indian philosophers: their upadana and nimitta-carana,
material and efficient causes. The similarity is too strong
to have been accidental. Which of the two borrowed from
the other I do not pretend to determine: yet, adverting to
what has come to us of the history of Pythagoras, I shall
not hesitate to acknowledge an inclination to consider the
Grecian to have been on this, as on many other point.'>,
indebted to Indian instructors.

• Ocellus de Universo, c. 2., in Opusc. Mythol. p. 505. Cicero,
Academ.

t Sext. Ernpir. adv. Math. ix. 4.



pANCHARATRAS OR BHAGAVATAS. 413

It should be observed, that some among the Greek phi
losophers, like the Sanc'hyas, who follow CAPILA, ad
mitted only one material principle and no efficient cause.
This appears to have been the doctrine of Heraclitus in
particular. His psegmata correspond with the sheer (tan
matra) particles of CAP I LA'S Sane'hya; his intelligent and
rational principle, which is the cause of production and
dissolution, is CAP I LA'S buddhi or makat; as his material
principle is pradhana or praCTlti: the development of
corporeal existences, and their return to the first principle
at their dissolution,· correspond with the upward and down
ward way, .)o~ ~,.., and .)o~ "tiT"', of Heraclitus.t

I shall not pursue the parallel further. It would not
hold for all particulars, nor was it to be expected that it
should.

PANCHARATRAS or BHAGAVATAS.

Among the Vaisknavas or special worshippers of VISH

NU, is a sect distinguished by the appellation of Pancka
ratras, and also called Vilhllll-Bhagavatas, or simply
Bhagava.tas. The latter name might, from its similarity,
lead to the confounding of these with the followers of the
Bkagavad-g~ta, or of the Srt Bhagavata pUTaruz. The
appropriate and distinctive appellation then is that of Pan
charaira, derived from the title of the original work which
contains the doctrine of the sect. It is noticed in the Bha
rata, with the sane'hya, Y6ga and Pasupata, as a system
deviating from the Vedas; and a passage quoted by SAN

CA RA-ACHARY A seems to intimate that its promulgator
was SANDlLYA, who was dissatisfied with the Vedas, not
finding in them a prompt and sufficient way of supreme
excellence (para-Sreyas) and final beatitude; and therefore

• See p. 254, 255 of this voJuml'. t Diog. Laert. ix. 8 and 9.
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he had recourse to this wtra. It is, however, by most
ascribed to N ARA. Y Alh or VAsUDiv A himself; and the
orthodox account for its heresy, as they do for that of

BUDDHA'S doctrines, by presuming delusion wilfully prac
tised on mankind by the holy or divine personage, who
revealed the ta'/lb'a, or agamll, that is, the sacred book in
question, though heterodox.

Some of its partisans nevertheless pretend, that it con
forms with one of the sac'lafu of the Veda, denominated the
E'caytma. This does not, however, appear to be the case;
nor is it clear, that any such aac'laa is forthcoming, or has

ever existed.
Many of this sect practise the (IWI8CMtU) initiatory cere

monies ofregeneration and admission to holy orders, accord
ing to the forms directed by the Vajasaneyi-aac'lao. of the
Yajurveda. Others, abiding rigidly by their own rules,
perform the initiatory rites, in a different, and even contrary
mode, founded, as is pretended, 00 the supposed E'c6.ya7UJ
8ac'ka. But their sacerdotal initiation is questioned, and
their rank lUI Brahmanas cootested, on the ground of the
insufficiency of their modes unsanctioned by either of the

three genuine and authoritati,,.e Vedas.
The religious doctrine of the sect is, by admission of

SANCARA and other commentators of the Vedanta, recon·
cileable on many points with the Veda; but in some essen
tial respects it is at direct variance with that authority,
and consequently deemed heretical; and its confutation is
the object of the 8th or last adkicarana in the controversial
chapter of the Brahme-sutras (2. 2. 8.)

Yet RAMANUJA, in his commentary on those sutras,
defends the superhuman origin and correct scope of the
po.ncharo.tra; the authority of which he strenuously main
tains, and earnestly justifies its doctrine on the controverted
points; and even endeavours to put a favourable construc-

j
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tion on BADARAvANA'S text, as upholding rather than
condemning its positions.

VisUDEVA, who is VISHNU, is by this sect identified
with Bkagavat, the Supreme Being; the one, omniscient,
first principle, which is both the efficient and the material
cause of the universe : and is likewise its superintending
and ruling providence. That being, dividing himself, be
came four persons, by successive production. From him
immediately sprung Sancar,1Iana, from whom came Pra
dyumna; and from the latter issued Aniruddka. Sancar
skana is identified with the living soul viva}; Pradyum
1la, with mind (manas); and AniruddAa, with (aooncara)
egotism, or consciousness.

In the mythology of the more orthodox Vai&knavas,
V ASUDBVA is CRlsHNA; Sancarsoona is his brother BALA
RAMA; PradYU11lM is his son CAMA (Cupid); and Ani
ruddka is son of CA 111 A.

VASUDBVA, or Bkagavnt, being supreme nature, and
sole cause of all, the rest are effects. He has six especial
attributes, being endued with the six pre-eminent qualities
of

1st. Knowledge <jnyana}, or acquaintance with everything
animate 01 inanimate constituting the universe.

2d. Power (sacti), which is the plastic condition of the
world's natw'e.

3d. Strength (balD,), which creates without effort, and
maintains its own creation without labour. '

4th. Irresistible will (awarya), power not to be opposed
or obstructed.

5th. Vigour (vtrya), which counteracts change, as that
of milk into curds, and obviates alteration in nature.

6th. Energy (tijal), or independence of aid or adjunct
in the world's creation, and capacity of subjugating
others.
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From the diffusion and co-operation of knowledge with
strength, Sancarskana sprung; from vigour and irresistible
will, Pradyumna; and from power and energy, Aniruddha.
Or they may all be considered as partaking of all the six
attributes.

Deliverance, consisting in the scission of worldly shackles,
is attainable by worship of the deity, knowledge of him,
and profound contemplation; that is, 1st, by resorting to

the holy temples, with body, thought, and speech subdued,
and muttering the morning prayer, together with hymns
and praise of (Bltugavat) the deity, and with reverential
bowing and other ceremonies; 2dly. By gathering and
providing blossoms, and other requisites of worship; 3dly.
By actual performance of divine worship; 4thly. By study
of the sacred text (Bltagavat-sastra) and reading, hearing,
and reflecting on that and other holy books (pur6:1tas and
agamas), which are conformable to it; 5thly. By profound
meditation and absorbed contemplation after evening wor
ship, and intensely fixing the thoughts exclusively on (Bha

gavat) the deity.
By such devotion, both active and contemplative (eriyu.

y6ga andjnyana-y6ga), performed at five different times of
each day, and persisted in for a hundred years, VASUDEvA
is attained; and by reaching his divine presence, the votary
accomplishes final deliverance, with everlasting beatitude.

Against this system, which is but partially heretical, the
objection upon which the chief stress is laid by VYASA, as
interpreted by SAN CAR A"" and the rest of the scholiasts, is,
that ' the soul would not be eternal, if it were a produc
, tion, and consequently had a beginning. Springing from
, the deity, and finally returning to him, it would merge in
'its cause and be re-absorbed; there would be neither

• Br. Sutr. 2. 2. 8. (42-45). SANe., &c.
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, reward nor punishment; neither a heaven, nor a hell:
, and this doctrine virtually would amount to (nluticya)
, denial of another world. Nor can the soul, becoming
, active, produce mind; nor again this, becoming active,
, produce consciousoess. An agent does not generate an
, instrument, though he may construct one by means of
, tools; a carpenter does not create, but fablicate, an axe.
, Nor can four distinct persons be admitted, as 80 many
, forms of the same self-divided being, not springing one
, from the other, but all of them alike endued with divine
, attributes, and consequently all four of them gods. There

'is but one GOD, one Supreme Being. It is vain to
, assume more; and the Pa:nclUJratra itself affinns the
, unity of GOD.'

A few scattered observations have been thrown out on

the similarity of the Greek and Indian philosophy, in this
and preeeding portions of the present essay. It may be
here remarked by the way, that the Pythagoreans, and
Ocellus in particular, distinguish as parts of the world, the
heaven, the earth, and the interval between them, which they
term lofty and aenal, ),1')'''' 31 ~Ie'" 'Uel&"', -yi" .,;; ~trl&Eu ."",."',.
• ~ ~.Lcll"" &1&1 ale'" .,~trl&,".

Here we haTe preciAely the (mar, hAu, and antarfcsha)

lteaven, earth, and (trarupicuo1u) intermediate region of the
Hindus.

Pythagoras, as after him Ocellus, peoples the middle or
aerial region with demons, as heaven with gods, and the
earth with men. Here again they agree precisely with the
Hindus, who place the gods above, man beneath, and
spiritual creatures, flitting unseen, in the intermediate region.
The vtdas throughout teem with prayers and incantations

• Ocell. c. 3., in OpUIIC. Myth. p. 528.

VOL. I. 2 E
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to avert and repel the molestation of aerial spirits, mis
chievous imps, who crowd about the sacrifice and impede
the religious rite.

Nobody needs to be reminded, that pythagoras and his
successors held the doctrine of metempsychosis, as the
Hindus universally do the same tenet of transmigration of
souls.

They agree likewise generally in distinguishing the
sensitive, material organ (manu), from the rational and
conscious living soul vfvatman):" '11~~ and q>c~' of Pytha
goras; one perishing with the body, the other immortal.

Like the Hindus, Pythagoras, with other Greek philoso
phers, assigned a subtle ethereal clothing to the soul apart
from the corporeal part, and a grosser clothing to it when
united with body; the 8ucsnma (or linga) sarlra and 8t'kUla
sarlra of the Sane'Ayas and the rest.t

They concur even in the limit assigned to mutation and
change; deeming all which is sublunary, mutable, and that
which is above the moon subject to no change in itself.:::
Accordingly, the manes doomed to a succession of births,
rise, as the Vedas teach, no further than the moon: while
those only pass that bourne who are never to return. But this
subject rather belongs to the Vedanta: and I will therefore
terminate this treatise; purposing to pursue the subject in
a future essay, in which I expect to show that a greater
degree of similarity exists between the Indian doctrine and
that of the earlier than of the later Greeks; and, as it is
scarcely probable that the communication should have taken
place, and the kOOwledge been imparted, at the precise

• Empedocles. See Brucker, Hist. Orit. Phil.j. U17.

t See page 245 of this volum~.

~ Ocellus. Opusc. Mythol. 527.

I
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interval of time which intervened between the earlier and
later schools of Greek philosophy, and especially between
the Pythagoreans and Platonists, I should be disposed to
conclude that the Indians were in this instance teachers
rather than learners.
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hereditary avatUra of GANt§A,
199.

AVlCSHIT, 40,41.
AvidyfJ, 396.

Atl!Jacta, 348.
AYASYA,68.
A!latana, 343.
Ayushca, 384.

B.
BABHlm, 46.
BADARAvANA,296, 327, 361,
BADARI, 296, 328, 343, 368.
Baddha,383.
BaddhfJtmfJ,382.
BAHCALA, 14.
BAHOALI,14.
BABULA, 193.
Bahula chaturt'h1, 193.
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Ba]wr~ck, 14,307.
BallW¥Cla br~ .".iM4d,

46.
Bakllrl'ck Iac'M,314
B6kya, 392.
BaJa, 415.

BALAcA,65.
B1LAOl, 65, 346.
BALA OB'taHiA, 59, 94, 96.
BALA BAllA, 415.
BALIBRADBA, 263.
BALLABHA AORABYA, 263, 284,

334.

Bandha, 407.
Bdn-ling, 156.
~barfllanguage,315.

Barga, 20.
Bathing, 123,136.
BarHldkas, 329, 378, &C. 390, &c.
BAUDDHAYANA, 100, 144, 202,

314,331.
BauddMganas,17.
Beatitude, 237,265.
Beings, three orders of, 246.
Bh6.dra; 149.

Bhadr6.vacaia,157.
BHAGA,32.
Bhagavadgit6., 327, 413.
BHAGAVAT, 415, &c.
Bhagavatn pu1"6.na, 103, U5, 197,

413.
Bhagavatas, 329, 413, &c.
BRALLAVJ, 84, 86.

Bh6.mati,332.
Bhanganaya, 386.
BHARADwA,IA, 23, 93, 94.
BRARATA,42.
BHARGA,45.
Bhashgfl, 262.

Bhashyrr ratna prahh6., 333.

BRAffA, 300, 333.
BHAifA BBASOAIU, 112, 334.
BRAffA CUIIABILA swAlii. 'lSl.
Bhana IJIpica, 299.
Bkautica, 392, 393.
Bhautica 8IJ'Tga, 246.
BMva, 264.
BHAvADEvA,149.
BHAVADEVA MI§SA, 334, 367.
BMvcvniJ,287.
BHAvANAT'HA Ml§RA, 299.
BRAvANf, Ill.
Bh6.v6.rt'ha dipic6., 263.

BMvayavya, 24.
Bkavishya prmina, 130, 132.
Bhecuri,215.
BhUla,289.
BRfMA,46.
BRhIASENA,193.
BhOc:tr~, 381.
Bhbgya, 381.
BR6JA BAJA or BHOJA PATI, 236.
Bhf{J"ya, 38.
llh~gu,23,4O,76,95.

Bhr~guvnm upanishad, 97.
BhU,417.
Bhuman, 343.
Bhur bhuvak 1I1lJah, 27.
BhUta,392.
Bhuta yfmi, 342.
Black Yajur vida, 16,72, &c.
BfHJh6.tmQ., 38J.
BODBAYANA,298.
BODHu,I44.
Body, twofold, 245. Enquiry con

cerning body in the N,aya, 268.
Brallma or Bra]m~,and BrtJhmtj,

340.
Brallma(Bm1Jme), 52, 57, 76, &c.

340, &c.
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BRAHMI, 31, 32, 35, 52, 56, 93,
340, &c.

BRAHMI, VISHNU, and RUDRA,
131, 132.

Brahma m.mansa, 296, 325, &c.
Brahmamnta vershiM, 334.
Brahman, 340, &c.
Brtihmana ch'hflndas', 135, 190.
Brahmanah parimarah, 44.

BRAHMINANDA,337.
BRAHMINANDA SARASWATi,334.
Brahmanas of the vUas, 18, 19,

67, 68, 307, 310, &c.; of the
R>ig vUa, 36, &c.; of the White
Yaju,' veda, 59, &c.; of the
Black Yajur vUa, 76, &c.; of
the 86ma veda, 82, &c.; of the
At'harva veda, 91, &c.

B1'ahmana sarvaswa, 149.

Brahma pura, 344.

Brahma purana, 117.
Brahma sidras, 327.
Brahma sidra bhtishya, 334.
Brahmavadin (-din.), 31.
Brahma vidyabharana, 333.

Brahmavidya upanishad, 95.

Bra}muzviJulu upanishad, 95.

Brahme, see Brahma.

Brahm" 242.
Breath,195.
BuooA RlvA, 301.
Bridegroom, his solemn reception

by the father of the bride, 203,
&c.

BUDDHA, 103, 111,378, &c. 390,
&c.

BUddhi, 242, 285, 289, 290, 372,
413.

Buddhists, see Bauddhas.

BUDHA, 23, 154.

VOL. I.

Bull, an emblem of religious duty,

135.
Burning of dead bodies, 158.

C.

CABANDHA,18.
CABANDHi, 95.
CAOSHivAT,24.
Caiwalya, 235, 401.
Caiwalya upanishad, 97.

Gala, 386.
Calabhairava, 173.
Gal{zgnirndra upanishad, 97.
Galamuc'has, 406.

Calanus, 321.
Calendar, ancient, 106, &C.

C1Lf,l11.
Galica purana, 112.

C1LIDASA, 154, 193, 204.
Cali !JU1ja, 108, 201.

Capa, 100.

Capas, 74, 370.
Calpa sutras, 313.

Gama, 34.
CIMA, 415.
Gamya, 121.
CANABHUJ, or CANABHAosHA,

329, 400. See CANIDE.

CANABHUJ, CANABHAOSHA, 400.
CANInE, 227, &c. 261, &c. 388,

&c.
CafUla, 73, 74, 89.
CdfUlanucrama, 16.

CanJica, 54, 60, 73.
Canl'haiTUti upanishad, 95.

CANwA,17.
Canwa school, 59, 63, 72, 326.
Canyacubja, Brahmans of, 13.

Gapalas or Gapalicas, 406.

2F
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f]4PlLA, 103, 111, 144, 229, &c.
349. His doctrine contr8llted
with PAT..lNJAl,I'S, 252.

Capila bllluhya, 229, 231.
Garana, 266, 407, 408.
Garana sarira, 372.
Garici;',263. See sanc'hya carica.
Carma mimanaa, 296, &c.

Carman, 287, 376, 382, 384, &c.
Carme, see Carman.

CAKSHNAJINI, 328.
Gartica, 118.
Cartr~, 407.

Garya, 266, 407, 408.
Garya brahme, 36ri.

CASACRlTSNA, 328, 347.
ca.si, 25, 53, 65.
CASU, 24.
CASYAPA, 23, 40, 193.
CAf'H..l,17.
Cat'ha, 293.

Cal'has, 17.
Cal'ha, Cat'havalll, or Gat'kaca

upanishad, 7~, 91, 96, 307,
326.

CATYA,95.
CbYAYANA, 23, 95, 100, 144.
CATVAYANf, 66.
Caula upanishad, 113.
CAUSAJ,YA,95.
C~us~ ~d effect, 350.
CAUSHfTACf, 15.
Caushitaci brahmana upanishad,

53, 326.
Caltsici, 157.
Caut'humi sac'ha, 17, 18,307.
CA v ASHA, 39, 72.

CAV.-\.SHiYA, 72.
Caya, 404.
Cicaya, 84.

Geua or Ceneshita upanishad, &8,
91, 97, 326.

Ceremonies, writers on, 100. Ce
remonies to be obsl'rved by ~

Brahman when rising from
sleep, 124, &c. Funenl cere
monies, 156, &c. Ancl'stnl
ceremonies, 180, &c. Hospi
tal ~d nuptial ceremonies
203, &c. '

C fSA VA .nsKA, 263, 272.
Chaitanatma, 381.
Chaitra, 200, &c.
Chaitta, 392.

C'hafUJa, 19, 36.
C'HANDAnfvA, 299.
CMMala, 88.
Chaftlliceyas, 17.

Chandrabhdga, 157.
CHAKACA, 17.
Characas, 17.
CharanavyfJ.ha, 14.
Charu, 316.

CHAavAcA, 228, 240, 402.

Charvacas, 329, 402, &c.

Chaturt'hl, 222.

ChaturvUJI., 13.
Chnuhe, 13.

Chaut'hi, 222.

CHfnf, 24.
Ch'hala, 294.

Ch'handasi sanhita, 80.
Ch'handOga priests. 80.
Ch'handbgya, 17.

Ch'MindO!J!ja upanishad, 12, 83~
88, 91, 328, &c.

Ch'hetri, 172
C'hilagrant'ha, 326.
CRITKA, 24, 54.
Chitra, 200, 319.
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CHITRAGUPTA, 376.
Chitta, 392, 393, &C.
Chronology, 106, 200.

Chulieli upanishad, 95.
CHYAVANA,4O.

CUIiln, 170.
Cintita, 70.
CIRISA, 45.

Clepsydra, 109.
Colour, NyayQ doctrine respect

ing it, 279.
Commentaries, their importance

in preserving the text of a book
from chang-es, 98.

C6N6A BHATIA, 263.

Controversies of various philoso

phical schools, 240, 251, &c.
969, 273, 292, 304, 312, 348,
379, 380, 387, 403, 410, 416.

CbSa,372.
Cows let loose on certain solemn

occasion8, 207.
Creation of the world, 33, 131,

140.

CRlsBKA, llO, &c.
CRISBNANANnA, 88, 337.

CRlsHNA DWAJPAYANA, 327.

Or'(shnalancara, 337.
CR1sHNA TiRT'HA, 335.
Or'(shna upanishad, llO.

CRITJ, 17.
Or'(ttica, 90, 107.

Oriya, ll9.
Oriyasacti,409.
OriyayOgfl, 416.
Cshatriyas massacred by P ARA-

BURAMA, 115.

Cshuriea upanishad, 95.
CULLUCA BHATIA, II.
CUMARILA sWAMi, 297, &c.312.

CURAyAN.~, 24.

CUrma purafao, 236.
CURu,72.
Curo, 38, 69.
CURUNGA, 24.

Cuia, 114, &C.
CUSBARU, 45.
Cushion used at certain ceremo-

nies, 205, &c.

CushmafU1a, 146.
CUBICA, 29.

CusumaTtiali, 263.

Cut'Hum, 17.
CUTSA, 23, 98, 29.

D.
DACSHA, 31.
DACSHINA, 31.
DADlIYACH, 56, 59, 68.
DahaTa, 345.
Dakara vidya, 326.
Daivata, 26.
DARA SHUCOR, 9.
DarMa,90.

Dar'ana, 409.
Dar,ana8, 329.

Dar'ana upanishad, 113.
Dariana varanlya, 384.
Da'ati, 80.
Daurmanasya, 397.
Death, 364, 390.
Deistical &me'kya, 252.
Deities invoked in the hymns of

the VedaB, are resolvable into

different titles of one God, 25.
Deities of Hindu mythology
have but a definite duration of

life, 160, 238, 240.
Deliverance from evil, 237, &c.
DEvAci, 112.
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D£VADAKh, 18.
DevadaTii i6c'hti, 18.
D£VAOUTJ,230.
DbALA, 349.
DivatIJ of a manh'a, 21, 22.
DEvAVBYDHA, 46.
Devay(mQ, 367.
Dhanisht'ha, 109.
DHAR£8wARA, 236.
Dharma, 286, 295, 385, 396.
DRARMARAJA, 145.
DHABMARA.TA Dfo8HITA, 335.
Dha~a.312.

Dka'T'TTl4stieaya, 385.
DUATKY, 19J, 193.
Dherma, see Dharma.
DHRhARASHfRA, ll5, 121.
Dhwansa, 288.
Dhyanavindu upanishad, 95.
Dialectic philosophy of GOTAMA,

261.
Dialects, provincial, 315.
Digamharas,380.
DlLfPA, 204.
DfROHATAMA8, 42.
DlvAOARA RHAfh, 202.
Di vine grace, 377.
DfvODA8A, 25.
Dlwall, 222.
DObe, 13.

Donations accompanied by reli-
gious formalities, 178.

Dosha, 289.
Dravifla dialect, 315.
Dravya, 385, 386.
Drte iacti, 409.
D,'lshtama, 291.
Duhe'ha, 397.
Duke'hama, 407, 409.
DUHSUANTA, 42.

DURMUC'RA, 42.
DU8HMANTA, DUSHYANTA, 42.
DWAIPAYANA, 105,327.
Dwara,408.
DwivUi, 13.

E.
Ear. Impurity removed by touch-

ing the right ear, 126.
Earth, invoked, 137.
E'eayana, 414.
Elements, five, 243, 373. Four,

392,395.
Error, 247.
Eternity of sound, and of the

Vida, 305, &c. 348.
Etherial fluid, 243,268,275,352.
Evidence, three kinds of, 240.
Evil spirits, 191.
Existence of GOD denied by CA

PILA, 251, 252.

F.
Faith, 376.
Fire, sacrificial, its consecration,

149, &c. Seven tongues of fire,
190. Maintenance of a perpe
tual fire, 188, 363.

Frame, twofold corporeal, in-
vesting the soul, 245.

Free will, 377.
Fruit of works, 377.
Fuel used at sacrifices, 151.
Funeral rites, 151, &c.

G.

Gana,82.
Ganapatyas, 197, 199.

Ganas, 217.
GafUJaci river, 156, 157.
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GANDHARA, 46.

GANDHARBA,51. The sun, 212,

224.

GANDHiRf, 121.

GANESA, 197.
G(/;//'ga, 42, 137, 157.

GANGADHARA, 334.

GANG.hANJ, 54.

Garbha upanishad, 95, 244.

GARGA, 65, 95.

GARGf, 70.

GARGYA, 65, 66.

Ga~ pur6.flQ, 103.

GaT'1I1la upanishad, 97.

GAT'HIN, 29.
GAUDAPADA, 95, 96, 104, 229,

&0.335.

GAURfoANTA, 263, 279.

GAUTAMA, 314, 390.

Giiyatri, 29, 30, 124, &0.; 165,

&c.; 309. Explained, 127.

Another version, 175.

Giiyatr, metre, 35, 36,

Ghana copies of the R'tg and

Yajur veda, 21.
GMtin, 384.
GloBSary to the Vedas,26.

G6BHlLA, 100.

G6hhillya iile'ha, 314.
G6culast'has, 197, &c.

Gods. See Deities.

GOghna, 203, 204.

G6pala tapan'ya upanishad, 110.

G6pat'ha hrahmana, 91, 92.

G6plchandana upanishad, 113.
G6TAMA, 87, 120, 227, 261, &c.

352.

G6tras, 115.

G6trica, 384.
G6VERDHANA MlSRA, 263.

G6VINDA,335.

G6VJNDA BHATfA, 263.

G6VJNDANANDA,333.

G6VINDANAT'HA,104.

Griimageya gana, 80, 81.

Gravastata, 135.

Great Soul, 27.

Grtltya, 116.

Grthya grant'ha, 313.

GrlShma, 202.

GRIrSAMADA,23.

Guest, solemn reception of, 203,

&c.

Guna, 248, 408.

GUNAVlSHNU, 149, 212.

GURU, 298.

H.

Hanaa upanishad, 97.
Harda vidya, 326.
HARIHARA,301.

H.iRitA,118.

Hasta,200.
HAYAGRivA,83.

HBLAYUDHA, 149, 219.

Hemanta, 202.

Heretical systems of Hindu phi-
losophy, 227.

Hem, 292, 395.

Huw6.hhasa, 294.

Himavat, 38.

Hindi language: parts of the

Vedas translated into it, 9.

HIRANYAGARBHA, 52, 344, 368.

HIRANYANABHA,17.

HJRANYASTUYA,23.

H6lti.ca or Half festival, 222,

313.

Homa, 55,313.



430 IN D EX.

Hospitality, 203.

H6tr~, 135, 190.

HUHU, 144.

1.

ldflvauara, 58.
Idvatvatsara, 58.
/jas,202.
Immolation of victims, 111, 239.

Allegorical immolation of

BRAHMA, 33, 55, 61, 167,168.

Incarnations. See Avatara.
INDRA, 28, &c., derivation of the

name, 50. Fourteen INDRAs,

115. Realm of !NDRA, 367.
INDRADYUMNA, 84, 86.

INDRAPRAMATl, 14,15.

Inference, three kinds of, 240,

241.

Intellect, obstructions of, 247.
isadhyaya, 59.

isavasya, 59, 91, 326.

IshU, 318.

iswara, 230, 244,251,381,407.
f§WARA CRiSHNA, 103, 234, 332.

iwara gltti, 355. Bee Bhllgavad

!fila.
iitMra p7tUlUMJ, 376.
ltihasa, 11, 12, 67, 68. 94.

J.

]ABALA,37.

JtiJJftlas, 17.

JaMla upanishad, 97.
Jagatl metre, 35.

JAHNU, 137.

J AIGfSHA VYA, 241.

JAJMJNJ, 14, 17, 227, &c.; 296,

&c.; 342,361,368.

Jaina sect, 228,329, 378, &c.

Jalpa, 293.

JAMADAGNJ,23.

JANA, 84, 86.

JANACA, 46, 69,71,346.

JANAMiJAYA,37,39,4O, 46,72.

JANANTAPA,43.

JANA§RUTJ,84.

Janga11l8, 382.

Jel'l'a,3!J1.
JaM copies of the R'tg and Yajur

vWa,21.
JdltidAarls,406.
Jati, 287, 294, 396.
HTucARNA,l44.

JINA, 378,&c.; 390,&c.

Jlva, 381, 393, 407, 415.

Jivaja, 373.
JfVALA,84.

Jivan mucti, 369, 376.

J'vasticaya, 385.
Jivcltma, 268, 418.
Jfyfcfya, 137.
Jnyana, 415.

Jny&nfl vllraniya, 384.
Jnyana yOga, 416.

JUHu,3t

Jupiter, the planet, 35.

Jyesht'ha,200.
Jyotish, 59,106.

Jyotishtb11l8, 60, 73.

L.

LABUCAYANA,296.

Lacshana, 264.
LACSHMi, prayer to, 179.

LACSHMf NARAYANA, 156, 198.

Laghu dlpica, 76.
LAHYANA,100.

Liberation of the soul, 244, 246,

369, 376, 383.
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LIC'HITA,314.
Light, invoked, 128, &c.
Linga, 198, 245.
Linga 'arim, 245, 372, 418.
Lingis,198.
LOca,386.
LOcfv:fUa, 386.

L6cA:csHI, 17,144.
LocaNtlticas, 402, &c.
Lunar month, 200, &c.
.Lunchitacaa, 381.

M.

Madanaparijata, U8.
MarIhava, 200, &c.
MADHAVA .6.CH.6.BYA, 53, 54, 196,

299,300. His age, 301. See
S.6.YANA .6.CHARYA.

M1DHAVA DEvA. 263, 279.
Madhu, 200, &c.
MADHU, 334.
MADHUCH'HANDA8, 23, 33, 56.
Madhuparra, 206, 209.
MADHUSUIlANA 8ARASWATi, 13,

337.
Madhu vidya, 326.
MfJdhyamica, 391,402.
MADHYANIlINA, 17, 54.
Madhynndina aac'lui, 54, 59, 63,

68,71.
MarIhyandina wapat'ha, 60.
Magha,90.
Mil.fJha, 108, U8, 187,200-203.
Mahabharata, ll8.
MAHAIlEVA, Ill.
MahabhUta, 392.
Mahalaya, 186.
MaluJnlJ.rayana upanishad, 76.
MAHASA:LA, 341.
Mahasarga, 241.

Maluzt, 242, 348, 407, 413.
ldahuwaras, 329, 380, 406, &c.
MAHlDAsA, 46.
MAHiDHARA, 54, 59, 99.
MAITRA,78.
Maitravaruna, 135, 190.
MAITBAYANi, 144.
Maitrayanl sac'ha, 78.
Maitrayanl upanishad, 78.
Maitrayanlyas, 17.
MAITBEYA, 45•
Maitreya Ilpanishad, 244.
MAITREYi, 66, 68, 71, 347.
MAMATA,42.
Manana, 409.
Manas, 243, 271, 272, 418.
MafJialas of the RrgvUa sanhita,

20.
MANDHATR1.
MaMUca or ManOucya upanishad,

11, 91, 95.
M1N6ucEvA, 15.
Mantras, 18, 19,53,54,72,307,

308.
Mantra .astra, 21.
MANU, see MENU.
Marilful, 397.
MARicHI, 23, 36.
Marriage ceremonies, 203, &c.

224.
Marudvidha, 137.
MARUTS, 29, 39, 217.
MARUTTA, 40, 41.
Mashf&6ra, 42.
Matrr gana, 314.

Matsya purana, 103, 118, 236,
242.

Maya, 34, 242, 377, 407,
1l'[ayamaya, 375.
MayUc'ltam61a, 299.
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M£DBITIT'H1, 11, 23, 56.
MiDHy.bIT'BI, 24.
Meditation, religious, 361, &C.
MENU, 25. Race of, 40. The first

MENU, 60. Laws of MENU

cited, 11,27, 92, 103,130, 140,
188,226,236,349.

Menwantaras, 186.
Miru, 43, 276.
Mesha, 202.
Metempsychosis, 239,358.

Metre of the hymns in the Vedas,
35.

MBYA,103.

Mimansa, 99, 295, &c.
Ml11lansa bhashya, 334.
Mimiinsa caustu1Jha, 299.
Mimiinsa nytiya vivwa, 299.
Mma, 201, 202.

Mind, an organ of perception and
action, 243.

Mitacsharti, a commentary on the
Vnhad aranyaca, 62.

Mit'hyapravr'(tti, 382.

MITRA, 32, 35, 78.
MUch'has, 314.
Mocsha, 265, 383, 401, 407.
Moha, 290, 401.
Mohalliya, 384.
Monotheism of the Vedas, 25, &c.

52, 196.

Months, 200, &c.

MooD, its origin, 154.

Mourning, 162, &c.
Mr'(gaiiras, 201.
Mntyu, 68, 96.

Miu:ta, 382.
Muctacach'ha, 390.

Muettimharas, 380.
Muctatmti, 382.

Muctavasanas, 380.
Mueti, 121, 369, 376, 401.

MuhuTta, 91, 109.
MfJ.lapracr'(ti, 242.

Munllaca upanishad, 91,93,326.
Muslemans of India, borrow su-

perstitious ceremonies from the

Hindus, 222.
Mythology of the Vedas, 28.

N.
NABHAN£D1SHT'HA, 25.

Nahhas, 202.

Nahhasya, 202.

Ntica, 57.
NACHlC£TAS, 96, 97, 34!l.

Nacsltatras, 200.
Ntidflvindu, 95.
NAGNAJIT, 46.

NAo6Ji, 230, .2.16.
Naigama, 26.
Naimittica, 121.
Naishadh,ya, 209.

Naiytiyica school, 261.

Namica, 384.

Nandana, 50.
Ntindimuc'ha, 181.
NARADA, 12, 40, 83, &C.
NA:RASARYA, 144-
NARAYANA, allegorical immola

tion of, 10, 33, 35, 61.
NARAYANA PURUSHA, 56.
NARAYANA TiRT'UA, 233, 234,

263, 337.
Narayana upanishad, 97.
NARAYANfNDRA, 47.

Ntisticas, 380, 390.

Ntisticya, 417.
Nima, 315.

Nermadti, 156, 157.
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Nahtr'(, 135, 190.
N,chyas, 38.
Nidariana, 292.
Nigamana, 292.
Nighanti, 25.
Nigrahast'hana, 294.
NilUiarana, 401.
Nihireyas, 265, 401.
NfLAOANf'HA, 334.
NUarudra upanishad, 95.
Nimha tree, 162.
Nimitta carana, 412.
Niriiwara ,anc'hya, 236.
Nirjara, 383.
Nirlieya, 293.
Nirfleya sindhu, 180.
Niructa, 25, &0. 99.
NiriJ,pa, 397.
Niroana, 401, 402.
Niti manjari, 101.
NITYANAND1SRAMA, 62.
Nityasiddha, 381.
Nivaka, 190.

Nr'tmUha, 73.
NSI8INHA, 96.
Nr'tsinha purana, 103.
Nr~sinha tapaniya upanishad, 91,

96.
Nr'tsinha 8Maswat'i, 337.
Nuptial ceremonies, 224.
Nyaya, 227, 237, 261, &c. Syl.

logism, 292, 330.
NyfJya lUava!i, 263.
Nyaya mala vistara, 300.
Nyaya ratrulmalfJ, 299.
Nyaya sancshtpa, 263.
Nyaya sangraha, 263.
Nyaya sara, 263.
Nyayavali didhiti, 300.

VOL. I.

O.

Obsequies, ]55, &c. Twelve kinds

of, 180.
Obsolete dialect ofthe Vedas, 316.
O'm, ]30, 251, 344, 407·
()1m tat sat, 210.
Organs, 243, 270, 356.
Orthodox systems of Hindu phi-

losophy, 227.

P.

PACAST'HAMAN, 24.
Pada copies of the R~9and Yajur

veda, 21.
P(ula, 235.
PadOrt'ha, 264, 272.
PadOrt'ha dipica, 263.
Padayo,janica, 335.
Padma purana, 137.

PAlLA, 14.
Pain, three sorts of, 238, 239.
Paippaladi i6c'hd, 18, 93.
Para, 109.
PaMia, 130, 172, 318.
Panchagnividya pracarafta, 326.
Pancha panchajan6h, 349.
PancMlrr, 39, 42, 69.
Pancharatras, 329, 380, 413, &0.
PANCHASlC'HA, 103, 230, 23],

260, 349.
PanchavinSa In'6hmana, 82.
paINI, 22, 27.
Pan,jica, 36, 83.
Parfijayahetu, 294.
Paramahansa upanishad, 97.
Paramanu, 347.
Paramart'hica, 375.
Paramtitma, 268.
Paramatma'vidya, 326.

2G
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ParnmUht'hi, 27, 33, .~9, 56.
PABiuBA, 108, 200, 301, 327.
PABi8ARYA, 69, 144.
Paraaica language, 315.
Paralreyas, 413.
PARASU,24.
P A RASU RiM A 115.
PABCHASIC'HA, 144.
Paricsha, 264. I

PARICSHIT, 37, 39.
Paridevnna, 397.
Parimala, 333, 337.
Parivaha, 190.
Parivalsara, 58.
PnrfWtaja, 115.
PiRT'HA sAIUT'RI MISBA, 299.
Parushtl, 137.
PARVATA, 40.
Paryanca vidya, 326.
Paia,407.
Pam, 318, 407.
Pampatas, 228, 329, 380, 406,

&C.
PdUPATI, 406.

Paiupati B6stra, ~6.

Patalipulra, 367.
P6taJnjala bh6shya, 235.
PATANJALI, 230, &c. 252,361.
Patflnjali sfUra vr'rUi, 236.
PAT'HYA, 18.
Pauranicaa, 403

Pauranica sanc'hya, 236.
Pausha, 187.
P AUSHYINJI, 17.
PAUTIMisuf, 71.
PAUTIMisHYA,68.
Perception, 240.
P'hala, 290.
P'halgvM, 200.

Philosophy, Hindu systems of,

227.
P'IC(J, 315.
PIJAVANA,40.
Pllte, 314.
PiMa, 119.
PifUlfJraca, 157.
PiMa upanisMd, 95.
PIPPALADA, 18, 95.
Piiachaa, 275.
Pitfmhia, 134.
Pitr'rs, 182, 369.
Pitn mUlha, 56, 73.
Pitr't pac,ha, 186.
Planets, sacrifice to the, 153.
PUY6GA,24.
POt'f't, 135, 190.
PRABUACARA, 298.
Prabh6caraa, 304.
Pracaranas, 262.
PRACU2TAS, 117, 204.
PRACHfNAHu, 84.
PRicHfNA Y6GA, 85.
Pr6chyas, 38.
Pracr'rti, 242, 265, 338, 349, 407,

412, 413.
Pradliam6tra, 343.
Pradhana, 338, 409, 411.
Pradyumna, 415, 416.
Praga6h6va, 288.
PRAJANAT'HA, 108.
PRAJiPATI, 26, &c. 52, &c. 74.

Abode of PRAJAPATI, 367.
Pr6japatga sacrifice, 118.
Prama,289.
Pramaf&a, 266, 302.
Prameya, 266.
Prof&a, 195, 338, 339, 355.
PrafW,gnihiJlra, &8.
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Prafuig'l~ihOtra upanishad, 95.
PraM samvada or PraM tlidya,

326.
Prapli.taca, 60, 73, BO, 83, 89.
Prama, 73.
Praina upanishad, 91, 94, 244,

326.
Prast'ha, 109.
Prast'nana bhUin, 13, 19.
PRATARDANA, 35, 53, 339.
Pratijnya, 292.
P,'atyaya, 395.
Pravaha, 190.

PRAv AHANA, 84.

Pravrrtti, 289, 382.
PmyOjana, 291.

Prayabhava, 290.
Priests, seventeen required at a

great solemnity, 322.

Prit'hiv'i, 75, 374.
PRlT'HU, 137.
PRIYAMEDHA, 41.
Pudgala, 382, 386.

Pudgal6.sticdya, 385.
Puja, 122.

PULUSHA, 84, 85.
PU1naS, 244.
P'Unarbh6ga, 290.
Punarutpatti, 290.
Puranas, B, 12, 62, 67, 68, 94,

242.
P'Uriiaya, 344.
Puma vain6.1icas, 393.
PUrOhita, 44.
Purusha, 48, 89, 244, 344, 411.
Purushamidka, 10, 55, 61,309.
Purusha sUcta, 167, 309.
PU"va bharJrapada, 200.
Purva mfmansa, 227, 295, 296,

&c.

Purva pacsha, 30I.
Purva tapaniya, 96.
Purva valli, 96.
PUlhan, 30, 32, 215.
PUTRA,84.

Patraj'iva, 134.

Q.
Qualities, 248, 279, &c. Sef'

GUM.

R.

RacshOghna, 191.
RAOHA, 197.
Radhtiballabhi, 197.
RAGHA v ANANDA, 300.
Rahasya, 92.
Raja, 39.
Raja martafl1la, 235.
Rajas, 249.
RajasUya, 55, 60, 73.
Raja vtJrtica, 234.
RIMA, 110, 111, Worsbippers of

RAMA, 197.
RAMACRISHNA, 230; 234.
RAMACRlSHNA DfcIlHITA, 336.
Ramalingacriti, 263.
RAMA 1Il6HEN RAYA(Rammobun

Roy),332.
RIMANUJA, 334, 406, 414.
Rdmanujas, 197.
Ra1na ttipooiya fJpan~had, 97,

BO.
RIMA TfRT'HA, 335, 337.
RANA RANGA MALLA, 236.
RaMyan'iyas, 18, 326.
RANGANAT'HA, 334, 337.
RANGARAJA nfcsHITA, 337.
Ra'U1naca language, 315.
RIch, 13, 89, 308.



436 IND·EX.

L

Rice, used at the nuptial cert'
monies, 214.

R'fg veda, 14, 19, &c. 309, &c.
Passage on the burning of wi
dows, Il6, 118, 119.

R'f8hi of a mantra, 21, &c. 56,
74, 81.

Rituals, 313, 314.
R'fluvid, 46.

Riven, holy,. 137,
R6HlDAswA, 25.
ROMAsA,24.
Rudimental creation, 245.
RUDKA, 31, 32, 141, 217, &c.
RUDKANi, 179.
Rudras, 32, 38, 75, 208.
Rupa, 396.
Rupa 8cwndha, 394.

S.

Sahara bhfzshya, 297.
SABAKA SWAld, 297, 298.
6ahda,304.
Sahda, 403.

SACALYA, 15, 70, 144.
Sacalya iac'hli, 19.
SAOAPUKNI, 15.
SAOAY.ANA, 78.

S6c'hfzs of the vedas, 14, &c.
Sfzchlguna, 42.

Sacraments, five great, 148, &c..

viz. 1st. Study of the Vida, 142,

&c. 2d. Sacrifice to the Dei
ties, 148, &c. 3d. Sacrifice to
the Manes, 155, &c. 4th. Sa
crifice to the Spirits, 191, &c.

5th. Hospitality, 203, &c.
S6ctfl8, Ill, 197, &c.

Sacti, 197, 265, 415.
SlcYA, 298,390.

SADANANnA, 336, 403.
Sfzdhana, 382.

Slidhu, 384.
Sfzdhya, 382.

sadkyas, 38, 167.
StJdr'fiya, 265.
Sadyuctimuctlivali, 263.
SAGAKA, 349.
SABADivA, 46.
&has, 202.
Sahasya, 202.
SaMtaja, 115.

Saivas, Ill, 196, &c.

Slilagrlima, 156.
Samlidhi, 121, 235.
Slimagas, 17.
Sfzman, 13, 79, 308.
Samlina, 195.
ShlASKA vAll, 69.

Samavliya, 267, 288.
Sfzma vida, 79, &c.
samavedlya priests, SO.
samba purlifla, 126.

Sam1Jandha, 266.

samhhavi, 403.

Sam" 162, 171, 217.
SamprasfJda, 345.
Samrlij,8limrlijya, 38.

Samvalla, 190.
Samvara, 382.
Samvarga vidyli, 326.

Samvarta, 40.

Samvatsara, 58, 91.
Samyacpravr'ftti, 383.
SANAeA, 130, 144.
SANANDANA, 144.
SANASKUTA, 46.
SANA.TANA,I44.
SANATOUMA.KA, 12, 63.
Sancalpa, 115, &c.
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§ANCARA, 47, 59, 62, 76, 83, 88,

92, 93, 96, 104, 196, 298, &c.
332, &c.

§ANCARA MISRA, 262.

&znca1"a vijaya, 104.

Sanearshana, 415, 416.
§ANO.'HA, 314.

Sanc'hya, 229.

Sanc'hya, system of philosophy,
228, &c.

Banc'hya bhashya, 233.
Slinc'hyu carica, 229.
Slirw'hya caumudi, 234.

Slinc'hya chamltrica, 233.
Slinc'hya pravacftana, 231, &c.

235.

Sline'hyasara, 231, 335.
Sline'hya tatwa caumudl, 233.
SANO'HYAYANA, 15, 100.

Sancshepa sanraca, 335.
Sandhya, 375.
§ANDILYA, 413.

Stiftfiilya vidya, 326.
Sangrafta, 234, 300.

Sanhita, 14, 18, of the R'f:g veda,

19, &c. Of the White Yajur

veda, 54. Of the Black Yajur

veda, 72, &c. Of the Slirna

veda, 82. Of the Afharvana

veda, 89, 92.

SANJivi, 72.

Sanjnya scandha, 394.

Sannylisa upanishad, 95

Sannylisl, 117.

Saniaya, 291.
Sanscara, 286, 396.

Sanscara scandha, 394.
Sanybga, 266.
SapiftJiana, 183.

Saptlt chitica, 190.

Sarada, 202.
Saraswati, 137, 152, 218.

SlirayU, 157.

§AROARAOSHYA, 84, 86.

SARJ.ol, 46.

Sarira, 340.
Sar',raca bhasnya vibhaga, 332.
Sanraca mlmansa bhlishya, 332.
Sa1'lraca mlmansa sUtras, 327, &c.
SaTt1"a BUtra sarart'ha chandrica,

334.
SARVAJNYATMA GIRl, 335.

Sarvajnyatwa, 409.
Sarvamedha, 56.
Sarva vainasicas, 393.
Sarvbpanishatsara, 97.
SARYATA, 40.

Sastra, 390.

Sastra dlpica, 298, 299.

Slistra siddhanta tesa sangraha,

337.

Saiwatl, 24.
Sat, 33.

satadru, 137.
§ATANicA, 40.

Satapat'ha br6ltrnana, 59,62, 101.

§ATARUPA, 65.

&ti, 114, &c.
SATRAJIT, 40.

Saturn, the planet, 155.

Satwa, 249.
Satwats, 38.

SATYAOAMA, 37, 95, 341.

SATYAHAVYA,43.

SATYAVAHA,93.

Satya vidyfJ, 326.
SATYAYAJNYA, 84, 85.

Saugatas, 390.
§AUNAOA, 18, 23, 47, 93, 341.

Saunaciya sac'ha, 93.
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Smwaa, 196, 199.

SAURYANAYYA, 68.
SAURYAYAlh, 95.
SautrIJmalti, 55, 60.
SautrfJnnCtll, 391, &c.
Savitrl, 30, 35, 217, 220.
SAVITRf, 31.
SAVYA,23.

SAYANAOBARYA, ]9, 30, 36, 47,

74, 8], 83, 92, 301. See l\U-
DRAVA AORARYA.

&anda upanishad, 113.
&andJlas, 394, &c.
Seasons, six, 200.

Sectaries, Indian, 378, &c.
Self-immolation, 321.
SESBANAGA, ]06.

Mwara sane'hyo, 236.
Seven steps, 218.
Sha{JIJytJUma, 396.
Sha!ivima, 82.

ShOl1a$a cala vidya, 326.

Siddhlinta, 291, 301.

Siddhlinta calpataru, 337.
Siman, 50.
SINDHUDWfPl., 24.

Si.ira, 200, 202.

Sid, 198.
SIVA,406.

SivahhQgavatas, 406.
Sivagama, 406.
~hvi, 25, 43, 95.

Slbca vartica, 300.

Smarana, 289.

Smr'iti, 302, 311, 349, 359.
Snava, 70.
Sbco,397.

SOma, 28, 73, 238, 318.
SOMA, 31, 32, 74, 154, ]83, 205,

210, 217.

SOMACA,46.

S6IlANAT'BA, 299.

S6MASUSHMAN, 40.
Soul, 51, 244, 255, 267, 353,

372,403.
Sound, its perpetuity, 292, 305.
Sources of knowledge, 240, 266,

304, 330.

Sparia, 396.

Sp'hOta, 305.

SraddAfJ, 119, 316.
SrfJddha, 164, lBO, &c.

Sravana, 409.

Sravana, 108.

Sravukt'ha, 108, 109.
Sreyas, 401.

Srun,311.

St'havara, 382.

St'hiti "'havaca, 286.
St'hUla iarim, 372, 418.

SulJbdkini, 334, 337.
Substances, nine, of the Ny.ga

system, 272.
Subtile frame, investing the soul,

245, 372, 418.

SUOA, 104, 144.
SUOARMAN, ]7.

SUOESA,94.•
Suc'ha, 401.
Suchi, 202.

Sucra, 202.
SUcshma sarira, 245, 372, 418.
Sucta, 20, 89.
SUDAS, 42, 46.

SUDDHA GANAPATI, 197.
SUDHANWA, 299.

SUGATA, 390.

SUMANTU, 14, 17, 18.
Sun, 30, 133, 134.

SUNACA, 93.
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SUNASiP'HA, 23.
Sutulari tapttnl, 112
Sunya, 347.
SURABHf, 192, 204
SURfsWARAOHARYA, 62.
SURd, 31.
SUSHADMAN, 46.
SUSHAMAN, 24.
Sushmafla, 215.

Swhmina, 43.
Sushumna, 154, 215.
SUTA,I4.

Sldrru of BUDDHAMUNJ, 300.
of CANADIl:, 262, &c.

of BADARAYANA, 327,329.
of G6TAMA, 262, &C.
of J AJMJNJ, 296, &c.

of PANOHASIO'BA, 233.
ofPATANJALJ, 235, &C.
of VR~BA8PATJ, 405.

SUTW'AN,45.
SUVRATA, 108.
Swadna, 34, 179.
Swaha, 165, 179.
SWANAYA, 24.
Swar, 57, 417.
Swaraj, 38.
Swarga, 52.
Swatantrya, 376.
Swan, 200.
SWAYA~IBHU BRAHMA, 56.
SWAYAMPRAOASA:NANDA 8ARA8-

WATf,337.
SwfTAOfTU, 54, 83.
Swaambaras, 381.
SWfTAswATARA, 79.
Swaalwatara sae'ha, 17, 79.
Swa6.lwatara upanishad, 326.
Sgma gaga, 319.
Syllogism, 292, 330.

T.
Tad, 33.
Taittir''!JaM8, 17, 314.
Taittiriga ifJc'ha, 314.

Taittiriga sanhua, 47.
Taittiriga upanishad, 11, 16, 76,

91, 326.
Taittirlga Yajur veda, 35, 45, 62,

74, 97, 202.
Talavacaras, 18, 88.
Tamarasa, 315.
Tam48, 34, 249•.
TamMda, 117.
Tanaga brahmaflQ, 82.
Tanmatra, 242, 372.
Tanmtitrasarga, 245.

Tantras, 21, 62, Ill, 199, 349,
414.

Ttipan'!lfJ8, 17.
Ttipanlya upanislUJd, 11.
Tapas, 75, 383. A month, 108,

200,202.
Tapasga, 200, &c.

Tarea, 292.
Tare6JJM.sa, 293.

Tarcahhaskti, 263.
Tarcahhtiskti prac6.la, 26:1.

Tarcahhashti sara manjari, 263.
TarpafuJ, 118.
TaIlOa, 290, 408.
Tatwa eaumtull, 233.
TaIlOa ,amasa, 231, &c.

TaIlOa vindu, 333.

Trias, 249, 373, 415.
TejfJvindu upanishad, 95.

Theistical Stine'h!la, 236.

Tila, 114.
Time, 277, 386.
1irahhucti CTirhut), 367.
TIRJNDJRA, 24.
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T1TTIRI, 16.
Tiwari, 13.
Traipw1ya upanishad, 112.
Transmigrations of the 8Oul,358.
TBASAD.\SYU, 23, 24.
TltAYYABUNA,23.
Triad of gods, 126, 242.
Tricfmfla mandana, 202.
Tri'ch,308.
Tripura upanishad, 112.
Tripuri upanishad, 112.
Trishtuhh (metre), 35.
TalTA,28.
TrivUI, 13.
Trivr~l, 216.
TURA, 39, 72.
TwASHfK1, 32.

U.

UO'HA, 16, 17.
UOHOH'HISHfA GANAPATI, 199.
Uct'hya, 75.
UdlJlarana, 292.
UDAIIIAYA,41.
UdIma, 195.
UDAYAN.\CH.\KTA, 262, 283.
Udhhid, 320.
Udhhijja, 373.
UDD.\LACA, 37, 54, 83, &c. 341.
Uddaa, 264.
Udgatr~, 135.
Udumbnra, 321.
Udvaha, 190.

Ugana, 82.
UOKAsfNA, 40.
Uhagana, 81, 82.
Uhyagana, 82.

Uias,202.
UPAc6sALA, 341.
Upac6'ala vidy6, 326.

Upadrina, 396, 412.
Upad& sahasri, 335.
Upadhi, 287.
Upnhara, 408.
Upamana, 303.
UPAIIIANYU, 84, 85.
Upanaya, 292.
Upanishad, 19, 46, 53, 62, 76,

83, 92, 244, 325, &c.
UPAVARSHA,332.
Ushfaih, 35, 36.
USlO, 24.
USfNARA, 25, 39.
Ullara, 301.
Ullara cum, 38, 43.
Ullara grant'ha, 308.
UI/m'a madra, 38.
Ullara p'hfJlg'lvnl, 200.
c,'ttara tfJpanlya, 96.

Uttara valll, 96.
UVAfA, 54, 99.

V.

VicH,32.
VACHACKU, 70.
VicHAcuff, 144.
ViCH~SPATI, 230, 234, 262,

332.
V'\CPATI, 108.
TTiidn, 293.
VaiMlishicas,391, &c.
VAIDAKBHI, 95.
VAIJAVAPf,I44.
Vainava, 157.
Vaisac'ha, ll8, 200, &c.
VAISAMPAYANA, 14, 15.
TTaiseshica, 227, 228, 261, &c.
VaisMuzvas, Ill, 196.
TTaiswadeva sacrifice, 118, 188.
VAISWANARA, 342.

J
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Ya.ftounara vidy6; 326.
YllitaraM, 177.
Yaitarani cllienu, 177.
Yaiyacara1ia bhfJ.ahafw, 263.
V.UVASWATA, 14Q, 213.
VlJjaplya, 55, GO, 73, 323.
V6jarama, 40.
V6jtuamya MlMitIJ upanisAacl,

59.
Ydjasaney, Yajur vUa, 16, 23,

54, &C. 72, &c. 314, 414.
Y6.jeuamyi br6hmafm upanisAacl,

62.
Y6jasmUyins, 326.
V .bdRAv ABA, 96.
Vajins, 16, 72, 326.
YajrasUcAi upanuAacl, 113.
Yal4ca, 351.
VALLABBA 40BAR Y,,(, 196.
Valli rsptmisMd, 96.
VlMADivA, 23, 51, 56.
YtimadWya hymn, 223.
Y~ vicly6, 326.
VarfJAa, 157, ~14.

YarfJAa avatara, 74.
YliraM calpa, 74.
Ylir61itui (Benarell), 367.

. Varga, see Barg&
Y /WsluJ, 202.
YtiTtica, 262, 2.97.

~ Yamea tdtpaTJG patl'iiudclhi, 262.
Yamca t6tparya tlc4, 262-
VABV,24. .

V ARUNA, 30, 32, 35, 56, 58, 76,
&C. 138, 207, 213, 217, 367.

Y4ru1ilupanulula, 76, 97.
Yaia,39.
YIIItJIIta, 200, 201.
V AIUSBf'HA, 23, 29, &0. 40, &c.

56, 193, 204.

VOL. 1.

Yasumanas, 25.
VtuW, 32, 75, 208.
Vidas, 9, &c. Consisting of parts

written at various times, 106,
309, 310. Portions liable, to
the sU!lpicion of modera origin,
110, 307. Genuinene8ll and
antiquity of the YUltu gene

rally, 98, &c, Four Yiclas al
luded to in aome ·UpaniBha~,

67,94. The Vedas maintained t,b

be primeval, 306, 348. Prayers
on beginning a lecture of the
several Yiclas, 142, 189.

YUadipa, 23, 54, 59.
ViDAMITRA, 15.
YUlan6 scand1la, 394.
Viclaniya, 384.
YU6nta, 99, 100, 25?1, 296,

325, &c. 370.
YUlanta ealpa latiea, 337.
Yumua oalpataru, 333.
VUl6nta calpatfJTN mtlffiari, 333.
YUanta ealpattl'Fu parimala, 333.
YUlanta pariM6sh/J, 335.
Vedanta sara, 92, 336.
YUl6nta ,ie'A6ma1ii, 304, 336.
Vedanta sidclAanta vinclu, 337•
VUl6nt!J sUtrtu, 327.•
YU6nta sUtra muct6WJli, 334.
Vidtinl(l sUlra fJ!J6c'A14 cAandrica,

334,
VinAVYlu, see VY48A.

Vtga,286.
YigfmD, 82.
Y~ncat6clri, 299.
Y~ncatagiri,. 299.
Venul, the planet, J55.
VIIIH{NDU, 24.
Vibhuti, 235.

2H
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VIDAODUA, 70.
VIDARBBA, 46.
VUlfflas, 69.

VicUha fflrwti, 370.
Vidll/Jeri, 191.

Vidhi, 401, 408.
Vid~ti, 50.

·Vidfllan mmW rmlj'ini, 336.
·Vidya nagara, 301.

VIDY,(N..\T'UA BHAf-fA, 333.
VIDYARANYA, 53,63, 78,79,96.
Vigana arna, 82.
Vi,jaya fJi/fua, 14, 23.
Vi,jnytJna, 391, 396, 40~.

VIJNY.\NA BHICSHU, 228, 230,
231, 235, 338.

Vijnyfma maya, 372.
Vi,jfiyana sctl'fUiha, 394.

VIJNY,(NAy6of, or VIJNyANf§.-

WARA, 103.
Vipra, 120.
Vira,j, 38, 52, 62, 64, 65, 68,

167, 344.
Viratf (metre), 35.
VIR6CHANA, 41.
Virga, 415.

ViMc'ha, 200.
VISALA, 46.
Viiesha, 288.
Viskoya, 290.

VIsHNu, 78, 217. No trace of
the worship of his incarnations
in the vUns, 28, 110. His three
strides, 138, 151.

Vishnu purana, 14, 15, 103,134,
236.

VlSWAOARMAN, 40.
Viiwadeoas, 32, 38, 181, &c.

Viiwqjil, 320.
V ISW,(IUTRA, 23, 29,56, &c. 309.

V ISW ANA'l"UA, 2li2.

VlSWANTARA, 46. .
V IswfswAk.\NANDA, 337.
Vitasta, 137.
VifJasanas, 380.

VifJaswat, 56.
VifJaha, 190.

V6PADEU, 197.
V,'ata, 408.

Vr~ddhi 'raddlta. 187.
V"~had aranyaca, 16, 32, 53, 61,

62-72, 91, 101, 326, 341, &c.
360.

Vr~had dharma purana, 103.
ValHADRAT'nA, 78.
VRIHADUCT'UA, 42.
VRIHANOlR, 23.
Vr~han naruyana upanishad, 76,

97.
VRIHASPATI,24, 35, 56,78, 119,

154, 213.
Vr~hatl (metre), 35.
V~hat parasara, 108.

V~sha, 201, 202.
V RITKA, 28.
VRITRAGHNA, 42.
VRITRAHAN, 28.
Vr~tti, 331, 382.
Vrttticara, 297.
VUDlI.A, 84, 86.
VVAGIlRAP'\D, 86.
VyGhrttis, 27, 37, 127.
Vyana, 195.
Vy,(SA, 10, 22, 69, 104, 105,

120, 227, 228, 235, 327, &C.
VY,(S,(SRAMA, 333.

Vytisa sfUra ,,"tn, 324.

VY,(SA TfRT'HA, 83.
Vyatip{lta, 186.
VyaWJlltirica, 3j5.
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W.

Waters, prayers to them, 124,
J25, 138, 139.

White Yajur vUla, 16, 54, &c.
Widow, 114, &c.
Worlds, seven, 129.

Y.
yaga,318.
YA.JNYA,33.
Yajn!la, 13, 55, 61, 90, 112.
YAJNYADEVA,61.
Yajn!Jalm~tra sudhanidhi, 81.
Y4JNYAWALCYA, 15,56,63, &e.

103, 127, &c.
Yajur vUla, 10, 15, 54, &0.
Yaiush, 13, 54, 308,310.
Y AHA, 31, !J6, 145, 213, 217.
Y AMUN4, 31, 32.
YamunQ, 42, 137, 157.

Y1S<lA, 15, 16.
YaIi, 117.
Yatna,285.
Yava, 183.
Yavana language, 315.
Year, 58, 107.
Y6ga, 228, &c. 407, 408.
Y[,gacharas, 391.
Y;'ga lastra, 230, 235, 246~ 250,

251.
YOgmwshti "ptmishad, 95,
Yogasiddha, 381.
Yoga sfdras, 235.
YOga tatlWa upanishad, 95.
Yoga vartica, 231, 235, 335.
YOga vasiaht'ha, 32'].
YOgI, 250.
YOni grant'ha, 308.
YUDHAN§aAUSHff, 40.
Yuga, 106, &c.
Ytegad!las, 186.
YUVANASWA,25.
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