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TO CAP!'. JAMES FISHER,
or TRW HOM. BAST INDIA co 'PAN'v'. - IlWIIU!f(1' or ~"T1V"

IMPAl'(TRY. CALCUTU.,

"Dear Brother Jim,"

As my earlisst an~lin~ reminia.

cences recs.ll the happy days of our boyhood and

youth, when we were companions in m.e.ny an an~lin~

excursion, and when we fished the ripplin~ burn

"from morn to dewy eve"-now we.din~ middle-deep

in the stream, and now wallrin~ dry.shod on the bank

- I know no person to whom I can mo appropriate·

ly dedicate" The An~ler's Souvenir," than yOlfi'8el£, -

The "Dedication" copy - which. your friend

Major Armstron~. who expecte to sail the 1st of

September, has kindly promised to take che.r~e of

you will please to keep as a sms.ll token of brotherly

affection. The other copy, sent at the same time

one side of the bindin~ of which is ornamented with



iv.

the trophiee of W&l', SUl'mounted with a Bengal

tiger rampant, and the other ornamented with an.

glinA apparatus, surmounted with a Tweed salmon

hauriant- I wish you to present, in my name, to

the regimental library. Great indeed would be our

rewa.rd-I now write for" Self and Co." the joint con·

tributors to the volume-should "The Angler's Sou.

venir" afford an hour's entertainment, by recalling

thoughte of former days, to those who have aban.

doned the long rod and ozier creel, for the "spurtle

blade and dog.skin wa.l1et," and who, instead of

walking by the pleasant streams, and through the

woods and green meadows of their native land, now

march by the banks of the Ganges and the Jumna,

or traverse the jungles and arid plains of Hindostan,

Should" The Angler's Souvenir" prove acceptable to

those who are far distant from" ilie green islands

of their sires," I would fain hope that it may not

be wholly uninteresting to the brotherhood of an

glers at home, for whose. delectation and instruction

it is more especia.l1y intended,

Should you wish to know, my dear James, what

portion of the volume was written by your loving

brother, I must honestly confess that throughout

ilie greater part of it, I have been little more than
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"a disposer of other men's stuff;" putting together

and arranging, in sometbing like order, the various

communications, both written and verbal, which I

have received from "several eminent pisoatory cha.

racters." Your old school-fellow. Robert Salkeld. of

the Gill-foot, who is a. perfect" angIimaniac"-ths.nks

to Christopher North for the word-has "contributed"

liberally; and old Mich. Routledge. "the lang-weaver

of Laggenby," whom you will recollect as an BJL'cel.

lent fly.fiaher and a notorioua poacher, hll.ll furniahed

-orally, for he cannot write-some "valua.ble infor

mation." Cousin Alick Twsddell, who waa juat

breeched when you went out to India. haa also

lent his assistance; and the greater part of the

notice of the Thames and some of ite tributary

streams. ie written by Mr. Wm. Simpson, a partner

in the celebrated firm of" Simpson ~d Co." Several

other gentlemen of piscatory sminsnce have also

afforded their valuable aid; but their great modesty,

the certain indication of gS!lius, does not permit me

to mention their names; "Like violete by a mossy

stone," more "than half hidden from the eye," they

are content to diffuse their sweetness unseen. Res

pecting the illustrations, I need not. say one word.

They speak for themselves.
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Before concludin8 my Epistle, I think it neces

sary to inform you that "The Angler's Souvsnir"

was ready for ths press in October last; but that

several unforsseen causes of delay, which printers

and publishers only can explain, have retarded its

appearance till the present time. If the calcula.l;ions

of astronomers and printers are to be depsnded on,

I expect that it will posil;ively make its appearance

here about the same time as the comet, and reach

you, as a New Year's BUt, about the 1st January, In

the same feelin8 with which it is inscribed, accept

it, my dsar Jamss,

From your loVin8 Brother,

P. FISHER.

Southern Ku()we ;

14t" Aug. 1835.
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CRAPI'ER I.

ANGLING. PRO AND CON.

U WUBN fair Aurora riliDg'carly shewn
Her bIIl.hing face beyond the e1i.tern hill,
And dyel lhe heavenly vault with purple rew~.,

ThM for abroad the world wiLh brlgbtne••e fill t
The meadow. green are hoare with InVel' dewe.,
That on tbe earth the liable night distil.,

And ehanUng bird_ with merry note. b6wrll.Y
The Dear approaching of the chearfull day.

ThellIet him go to river, brook, or lake,
That lovel the aport, where atore of dlb abound,

And through the pleaaaDt field. hi. journey make,
Amid., .weet pastures, meadows frelh and sound,

Where he may beat hi. choice of pastime take,
\VhHe awift lIyperloll runa hi. cirele round;

And, aa the place .hall to bi. liking prove,
There Ilill remain, or further elae remove.

TIN Seer,,, of Angli.IJ9, b!l JUIaH DmHy', Esq. 1613.

THE true secret of the An~ler's purest and most

lastin~ pleasure-whose remembrance is sweet. and

anticipation exhilaratin~.-is discovered in the

stanzas which we have prefixed as a befittin~ intro

duction to the preeent chapter. The practice .of

An~lin~ is closely and necessarily associated with

objects, the colitemplation, nay. the very beholdin~.

of which fails not to impart a pleasure to every man
B
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whose soul is not insenslble to the che.rms presented
by the ns.tural combins.tion of

.. Field s.nd forest. flood s.nd hill.
Tower. s.bbey. church•. s.nd miU,"-

such s.s our friend here will enjoy s.ft;sr he hs.s ls.nded
the ss.1mon. which hs.s 'held 'him in work for this last
hour s.nd s. half. I

ThouAh the love of s.nAling is geners.lly acquired. in
youth. yet it sometimes s.ttacks persons of more me..
ture s.Ae; conveys s. ms.ggot into their hes.d, s.nd then
they dres.m of gentles; tickles ·their nose with s. Ms.y.

fly. s.nd stl's.iAht they talk of ps.1mers. red s.nd black.
dun-cuts. gra.ns.ms. coachmen. professors. Ans.ts. moths.
Ms.rch browns. s.nd peacock hackles; shows them s.
salmon in s. fishmonger's shop, s.nd then they think of
ls.nding s.n eiAhtsen pounder; ms.Jces them dres.m.
spes.Jc. s.nd think ofnothin!\ but s.nAlinA; s.nd

", ... winns.let the puir bodies
Gs.nA about their business !"

Fewpersons who hs.ve been educs.ted in the country,
except the peevish or sickly, s.nd such as hs.ve'hs.d s.
brute for s. ms.stsr. cs.n look back upon their boyish
ds.ys without brinAing to mind ms.ny recollections ot
res.l, hes.rtfelt, uns.lloyed ples.sure; s.monAetwhich ths.t
of s.n!'iling. with s.n epis9de of bs.thing or bird-neeting,
is not the les.st deliAhtful. On s. fine summer s.tternool1
-when the new·mown hs.y smelle sweet,whenthe trees
s.re in fUllles.f; s.nd wild.flowers in full bloom. the corn
in the es.r. s.nd the bea.n in bloesom; when there s.re
trout in every burn. s.nd nests in every hedAe s.nd
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thicket;-happyare the school-boys who obtain a half.

holiday; and few of the pleasures ofille, either for pre

sent enjoyment or s.fter-thouAht, exceed those ofsuch

an occasion. The kind master-masters who occs.sion

ally give such an indulgence are always kind good men

-with a suppressed smils ofsatisfilction announces the

glad tidings, and immediately retires, that he may not

witness the somewhat indecorous haste with which

books and slates are laid aside, and hate and caps

scrs.mb~dfor. Like a swarm ofbees casting, theyrush

out of school with a joyful hum, and then, spreading

themselves in groups upon the green, hold council

how they shall best dispose of the portion of golden

time which has been s.ccorded to them per gratiam

domini-through the kindness of the master. One party

is off to the meadow, to plague the farmer by tumbling

among the hay, when they pretend to assist him in

tedding it; another is gons to the wood and the coppice,

to cut sticks, gather f1owere, and seek bird.neste; and

a third has determined to try the fishing, after taking

!l- bathe in the Friar's Pool, as they go up the burn.

Those of the latter party who have rods, now produce

them, and a survey and fitting of ts.ckle take place;

while such as are not so "\VeIl provided set out in search

ofbrandling worms and cad.bait; their reward for such

service being a cast now and then, with the honor of
carrying the fish home.

To attend our fishing.party: they have now had their
bathe in the Friar's Pool; the swimmers boldly plung
ing in from the ledge of rocks at the head, and the

Coogk
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siIlkers prudently confining themselves to dabbling
about in the shallows at the foot. Twoyoungones,who
would not go oVlll'-head voluntarily; were, to prevent
them taking cold, thrice ducked nolens" volens; and

another, who would not bathe, was gently bumped

against a sod-dyke, They now proceed ~ the serious
business of the afternoon.-fishi.ng, The strongest, as
a matter of right, selecting such parts of the water as
appear to them best; the weaker fishing where they
can; and those who have neither rod nor line, wait

ing on such as have, or trying to catch minnows and

loaches with their handa. or to spear eels with the
prongs of an old fork stuck in a broom-stick.

Here is a cl!libby1ittle i'eiJ.o~,'in .. pinafore. five last
birthday, maJring his firs'\; essa~' as' an'at,.gler, :His rod

is an untrimmed stick ofhazel, which he has picked up
by the way; his line a couple of yards of pack-thread;
his hook one of the four old, beardless, rusty ones.
which he bought as a bargain ofa schoolfellow; and his

bait the worms which he dug in his grandmother's gar.
den, breaking the handle of her fire-shovel in turning
up the earth, But though rude his tackle and ~mallhie
skill, ere the sun: set great~ his reward, The -water
was'ili prime order, and the -fish "bit freely: He C'auAht

five minnows: and an eel twice 8S long as his middle
finger, and elmost as" thick; and lost, 'as'he affirmed

and verily believed, a trout'" about three POlUlda
weight,which dropped off just as he was whiskiIigliim
out. This is1.he first step oft;1le angler's pro~ss; and
from'this -day "forward, when"tiD:ie and tide serve, will
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he fish by rapid IItrea.m s.nd broad river. by hi~d
locb s.nd lowls.nd mere; until... sans teeth. sans eyes,

ss.ns taste. ss.ns everythinA:' he relapse into ohildhood

aAs.in.
The boy who has thus auspiciously entered on his

noviciate proceeds Araduslly until he takes a master's

deAree. s.n honor to which no one is admitted before he

has performed the qualifYinA act ofhookinA and ls.nd
inA. without assists.nce. a salmon not less ths.n fourteen

pounds weiAht; s.fterwhich he ouAht. on producinA his

testimonium, to have the entre of every s.nAlinA club
throuAhout Great Brits.iD. s.nd Ireland Should there be

no salmon-fishinA in the waters where he exercises his
skill, then a j s.ck of the same weiAht. also takenwithout
assists.nce, or a stone s.nd a heJ.f oftrout. heJ.fa hundred.
weiAht of barbel, or a peck of dace, roach, or perch

cauAht in a day's fair fiehinA. not in dock or pond may

be sllowed as a qualification. speciali ANtia, for the same
deAne. Itie here to be noted thatbream maybe sllowed

instead of barbel, or be weiAhed with them, if tslten in
the eame day's fishinA; and that carp s.nd tench may
be weiAhedwith trout. Eels are not reckoned; s.nd aud

Aeon.fishers are always to be considered in a state of

pUPilsAe. s.nd their take not to be admitted in proof of
anAlinA skill. either by weiAht, tale. or measure. Gud·
Aeon·fishinA, as Michael AnAelo said of oil.paintinA, is
only fit for women and boys. To take a salmon in fresco
-that is. in a fresh or spate, as a north·country friend
translates it-is the perfection of the anaIer's art.

ThouAh no person, however partial to s.nAlinA. and
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however fond of walking. in pursuit of IDs sport.

through pleasant meads and by rippling streams,
can be entitied to the character of a skilful angler,

unless he be capable of bringing home. by the fs.ir
exereise of his rod and line. a tolerable load of fish;
yet it by no melLlls follows that mere fish killers.

whose practice has never extended beyond the Docks

at Blackwall, the Surrey lLIld Regent's ClLIlalS. or a mile
from Islington. on the New River, are entitied to the

name of lLIlglers, in the best sense of the word. Their
hands are dabbled in blood-from the butcher's tub

lLIld fouled with the garbage with which they bait their
ground; lLIld there is the fragra.nce ofno tlowers to con·

ceal the loathsome smelL They hear not the murmur
of the stream, nor the eong of birds; they see not the
forest in the fulness of summer leaf, nor the meadow

prankt with summer tlowers. Confined, in ps.irs, in a
punt or boat. or singly to a strip of~und some thirty

feet long. the extent of their rod lLIld line, they sit or
stlLlld for hours. the picture of despondency-their eyes
never raised from their tloat. unless when roused by the
coarse salute of a sailor or bargeman, or by the sarcastic
query of" what success?" from the passer.by. Such per
sons. if married men. are generally those who seek
relief from domestic annoylLllces; and who, in the words
of one oftheir poets,

.. bend their way
To streams. where far from care and strife.
From smoky house and scolding wife.

They snare the finny race:'

Coogle
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Poor men! they only resort to this melanoholypa.atime
in order to pu\ their patience to the proof, and fit them
for sever~rtrial';; for if the fire be not out and the wife

notdead, on there retUrn home, desperate indeed must

be their condition. Gentle anAler, lauAh not at those
persons who II.T8 thus driven to the water-side, to seek
so desperate a remedy for their woes: thou knowest

not what may hereaft.er be thy own fate. Pray that the
construotion oftheir ohimneys, and the temper of their
helpmates, may be amended; but if, aft.er a twelve

month's absenoe, thou aAain mark an unhappy man on
the same spot, for pity's sake put the suffereroutofpain.

TaJeinA him by the oollar ofhis ooat and the waistband
ofhis small-clothes, Aently oa.at him into the water-he
will have neither strenAth nor inclination to resist
hold him down with the but of his rod for the space of
twenty minutes,. and then leave him to his beloved

AudAeons, ThouAh thou canst not thus expeot to Aain
the medal oftne Humane Society, thou wilt have the
pleasinA consoiousness. of havinA relieved a fellow
man,-1 almost said a brother anAler, but, with' suoh,

brother Bob is the word,-of his oares; and of havinA
prevented him from oommittinA suioide:

Elderly .AnAJ,ers,who feel weak inthe leAsaft.er a mile
or two's waJ.k, and who seat themselves 'on the bare

Around when fishinA, ouAht to be made acquain'tedwith
the danAer whioh they inoUr in thus inoautiously
restinA themselves; for" however dry it may seem,"

says an experienoed bottom fisher, "many, from. so

doinA, have experienced violentoholio8, in.fiammations

b Coogle
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in the bowels, &0." -To guard aga.i.nat such disorders, it

appears, from the authority above quoted, that "careful
anAlers provide themselves with a piece of cork or

board, (which some cover with a piece ofcarpet.l , , . ,

The cork or' board provided for a seat, is usually about

eiAhteen inches 10nA and twelve broad, which may be
kept and carried in a basket, with other articles used by

An@eTs." This contrivance, which was Aood enouah in

ite day-about ten years since-has, in consequence of

the late rapid strides ofscience, as applied to the useful

arts, been almost wholly superseded' by Macintosh's
patent Caoutchouc .Air-cushions, which, when not in

flated, may be conveniently stowed in the hatrcrown,

and, when wanted, can in two minutes be blown out to

the size of a Aoodly pillow. But, as it is desirable that

the anAler should carTy withbim as few thinAs as possi
ble, beyondhis necessary tackle, a further simplification

ofthis "life preserver" for the sedentary anAler, is here

suMested: beinA also waterproof, it has all the Aene

Tal advantaaes of the cushion, with, it is presumed,

some littJ.e comforts in addition ;-tobe warm as well as

dry, in the part most exposed to cold and damp, is a

great desideratum with the anAler who wishes to enjoy

" .... , . pleasure and ease
ToAether miKed,-sweet recreation."

The proposed improvement has also the advantaAe

over the cushion in these pointe,-it is always ready

for use, and is much less liable to be lost. It is rather

surprisina that an invention at once so simple and

b Coogle
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obvious should have ClCC1Jn'8d to no bottom-tieher
before. It consists merelyin seatinA the in8%p1'98sibles

of the sedentary anAler with caoutchouo, and IminA
them, scoordinA to size, with two, three, or four bosom
friends-prepared rabbiwki.ns, so called,-which can be
obtained at any Alover· or hosier's shop.

ThouAh BirRumphreyDavy, in hie Balmonia, speaks

liAhtlyof the anAlinA of "oookney fishermen, who fish
for roach and dace in the Thames,- yet we stronAlY
suspect that in this school he was first initiatsd into

the mysteries ofthe rod and line, and that his love of
By·fishinA for trout and salmon was rather a late one.
Re was President of the Royal Bociety, and he was
ambitious-sero sed serio, late thouAh earnestly-of
rankinA amonA the first of By.fishen. "Vsin hope J No
man who drives out to Denham, "in a liAht carriaAe
and pair ofhones," to enjoytrout-fishinA in a preserved
stream; or who is carried into a boat on a HiAhland.
man's back, to fish for salmon on Loch Maree, need
aspire to such a distinction. OfBy.fishinA, hemaytalk,
in season and out of season,

" About it, Goddess, and about it,"

with German Professors and French Members of the

mstitu_but a Aenuine anAler he never can be. The
advice to anAlers respectinA the state of their bowels,
the danAer of palsy or apoplexy to be apprehended
from wadinA, and the excess of drinkinA a pint ofwine,
savor much of the precautions and forebodinAs of a
prudent bottom·fisher. ThouAh there are several pas..

c
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Bages of great beauty and feeling in the Salmonia, and

many observations on natural historywhich are highly
deserving of attention, yet, notwithstanding that it has

had an extensive sale, it is not a popular book Many

have read it who would not otherwise have looked into

such a book, from curiosity to see what the President of

the Royal Society, claiming to be one of the first scien

tific bodies in Europe, could say upon such a subject;
and others, who are desirous of reading such works, be

the author who he may, have perused it with greater

avidity in consequence of the previous reputation of

the author. It is of little use as an angling guide;

and though the author appears to have angled in

the Scottish Highlands and in Stiria, he scarcely

appears to have seen any of the people of these coun

tries, for there is nothing like a characteristic sketch

of popular manners in the book The notice of the

"stout Highlander with a powerful tail, or, as we

should call it in England, suite: is a poor affair; and

Mr. Ornither :was right in not saying a word about the
Celt being" a pot-fisher, and somewhat hungry," until

his tail was turned, lest he should have soused him

in the pool The sneer from the Cockney (he could

be nothing else), one of a party who "have come

nearly a thousand miles for this amusement:' at a
Highlandman as a pot-fisher, is really capital Why,

what does the Highlandman feed on ?-Salmon, grouse,
and red deer; and he might as well be laughed at as a

pantry sportsman, because he kills the latter for his

table, as sneered at because he takes his own fish- We

,ooglc
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have known Bome trout and Balmon fiBhers in our day,
and the beet of them were pot-fiBhers; not men who

fiBhed for alivinA, but who walked far and waded deep

to brinA home a prime Balmon for the kettle, or a creel

full of trout for the f'ryinA-pan. The author of Balmonie.,

who is not disinclined to let us know that he enjoyed

the acquaintance of a Prince of the Blood Royal, and

had lived with the Areat-<lum maAnis vmsse would

form no unapt motto for the book-is more at home at

Denham, within the sound of" the drassinA-bell, which

rinAs at half-paBt four:' preparatory to dinner at five,

than on ths banks of a HiAhland loch, where the eelect

party is annoysd by the siAht of a powerful HiAhland

man with hie tail on. Mountain lochs and streams

cannot be so BtriCtly preserved as two or three miles of

stream in Buckinghemshire; nor Aentlemen anglers in

Rose-shire, BO well fenced in from chance intruders aa

by the Bide of a brook which skirts a Aentleman s·plea

sure-Arounde within twenty miles of London.

Fly-fiBhinA is most assuredly that branch of anAlinA
which is the mOBt excitinA, and which requires the

Areatest skill with the Areatest personal exertion to

insure succeBB. Fly-fishinA in a preserved water,where

a Aentleman, perchance in ball-room dras., aJiAhte from

his carriage to take an hour or two's easy amusement,

is no more like fly-fiBhinA in amountain stream,-where

the angler wanders free to seek his fish where he will

and take them where he can-than slauAhterinA phea
sante, in a manner fed at the barn-door, and almost as

tame as the poultry which are reAularly bred in the
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ywd, can be compared to the active exertion ofArouse
ehoot;inA. The anAIer who lives in the neiA}lbourhood
of, or visite even the best trout streams, has not unfre.

quently to wa.lk miles, if he wishes to bring homs a
'W811 filled creel, before he finda it worth his while to
make a cast. When he has reached a place where
trout are plentiful, and disposed to rise, his la.bours
thsn only commence. He now and then hooks a la.rAe
trout,which hehas tokeep in play for some time bsfore
he can draw him to land. The nsh has run all the line
out, and with stronA effort is xnaJdnA up or down the
stream; and the anAIer, beinA no 10nAer able to follow
him on the sh~for a tree, a rock, or a row of alders
prevent him,-and knowinA that his tackle; which
towards the hook is of the finest Aut, will not hold the
trout, and rather than lose the specklsd beauty, three
pounds weiAht at the least, into the water he Aoes, up to
his knees, and possibly a ywd above, the £ret step.
And thus he continuesleadinA a sortof amphibious life,
now on land, now in the water, for ne8.1'ly halfa day, till
he has killed his creel·full, about the size of a nsh.we
man's pannier, with some three or four dozen besides,
strunA on his As.rters and suspended over his rod. In

this Auise, liA}lt-he8.1'ted-for he has reason to be proud
ofhis succees-thouA}l heavily laden, he takes his way
homeward; and then does he, for the £ret time, note
how rapidly the .hours have fled. He came out about
two in the afternoon, just thinkinA to try if the trout
would rise, as there had been a shower in the morninA
and the waterwas a little colored; and he now perceives
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that the sun,which is shedding a 1Iood of glorytbrouAh

the rosy cloude that for half an hour before partly OD.
ecured his rays, w:ill in ten minutes sink behind the

weste= hilL &lthouAh it be the 21st of June. Involun
tarily he stande for a while to gaze upon the scene.

Everything a.round him. in the solitude of the hill6-ibr
there is no human dwelling within 1Ive milss_ppear8

quiet and oomposed, but not sad. The face of nature

appears with a chastened loveliness, induced by the

departing dey; the winde are &leaping. and so are the

birds-lark andlinnet. blackbird and thrush: the leaves
of the aspen are seen to move but not heard to rustle:

the bubbling ofthe stream, as it hurries on over rooks

and pebbles, is only heard. The angler's mind is1illed

with unutterable thoughts-with wishes pure, and
aspirations high. From his heart he pours, as he

turns towards home,

,. Thanks to the glorious God ofRea.ven,
Which sent this summer da.y."

The exercise which the angler taJreswhen1ly-fishing
is no less conducive to the health ofhis body, than the

influence ofpleasing objects contributes to a contented

mind. He is up in the summer mo=ing with the first

note of the lark; and ele he return at noon he has walk

ed twenty miles;

...... By burn and 1Iow'ry brae,
Meadow green and mountain grey:'

and has ate nothing since he dispatched a hasty break
fast of bread and milk about four in the mo=ing;
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nor drank, except a Alaas ofCoAniao or GleIllivat, qua
li1ied with a dash of pure sprinA water from the stone

trough of a way.side well_ee it here-on hie way

home. When he Aoes to the water eide, as it is more

than likely that he 'Will have to wade, he pute on a pair

of lambswool socks and an extra pair in his pocket.

Should his feet be wet when he leaves off nshinA, he

exchanAee his wet soeke for a pair of dry ones, and

walks home in a state of exceedinA great comfort; the

Alass which he took at the well,juataft.er chanAing his

socks, havinA sent the blood tingli:llg to his toe ends.

Delicate, nervous people-auch fra.8ile beinAs as, in

countryphrase, are said to be " all eAg-shells"-who con

ceive, and very truly, from some Q.elightful papers in

Blackwood by the "old man eloquent:' that fly-fishing

must be a most fascinating amusement, and who think

that straightway they can enjoy it in all its charms,

are for the mos t part wofully disappointed when they

come to make the trial. Fly-fishing is in~eeddeliAhtful,

but not to them. • A poor whims~cal thing-poor. in
Heaven's best Aif'!;, mens sana in corpore sano,-who

.. ~s everything by fite and nothinA long:'

has persuaded himself that he would enjoy fly-fishing,

and is' de~rmined to try the Wharfe, which he is in

formed aff~rds good trout-fishinA, the nsxt time he
visits Harrogate. Previous to leaving London, he pro

vides hi;nselfwith an excellent rod and such li:Iles, of

hair and silk, aswo~dmake the mouth of an old angler

water, who spins his ~wn from;'o better material than
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the ha.i.rs of a cow's tail. His ilies, thouAh ehowy and

well enouAh made, are not the lrindfor a trout, althouAh

laid within an inch of his nose by ever so fine a hand

He supplied himself at a ta.ckl&-ma.kers, who knowinA
little offiy-fishinA except for chub, provided his custo

mer with a choice and extensive a.esortment of moths,

cockcha.fers, and bees, with va.riouslrinds of 1arAe flies,

dressed on hooks la.rAe enouAh to hold any salmon in

Tweed
HavinA thus supplied himself with the means, and

'lua.lified himself in the art of killinA by a diliAent
studyofWalton;Venab1ee,Barker,Bowlker,Willia.mson,

Mackintosh, Ba.inbridAe, Carrol, and others, who have

treated offly-fishinA, he arrives at HarroAate about the

middle ofAuAust, and in the course of a day or two pro
ceeds to the Wharfe in the neiAhbourhood ofHa.rewood,

to make his first essay. Not wishinA to appear a.e ..

novice, and thinkinA that his know1edAe of the science
may fairly place him on .. par with any mere practical

country fly-fishor, who ha.e never read a book on the
subject in hisllie, he a.eks no one's advice, but in the

fullness of his own wisdom, sets about putUnA his

theory into practice-sometimes arathsr difficult a.fI'air

as well in fly-fishinA a.e inplouAhinA by steam. HavinA
reached the water, which happens to be small and fine.

about ten in the mommA, the sun shininA briAht and
the sky clear, he very properly beams by a"JustinA his
tackle. He puts his rod toAether, screws on his wheel
on which he winds the line in .. very artist-like man

ner, leadinA the end of it throuAh the rinAs on the rod
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He now draws forth bis book offlies. andaft;er seleotiD.A
a foot-lenAth to wbich three likely flies are attached

to wit. for the stretcher a Aood. heavy, red·ended bee, to
maJr::e the line carry well out; for the lower dropper a

cockchafer, and for the upper. a ve:ry fine Arey moth
he loops it to bis line. BeinA resolved not to attempt
throwing 1ll.r at first, he only lets about nine yards

of line off, and wavinA bis rod with a graceful turn of
the arm. he meditates a throw; and now, away the line

Aoes !-No. not exactly yet; for the bee has been so well
oounterfeited that it appears to have been attracted by

the flower of the thistle to whose stalk it is stickinA so
1lI.st. The bee is now disenaaged from the thistle, but
the moth shows a partiality for broad·cloth. and ad

heres most pertinaciously to the collar of the gentle
man'e coat. wbich he ie obliged to put off before he can
free himeelffrom the annoying ineect. But he has pro
fited already from experience. and discovered that the

eureet mode of throwing out ~e line etraiAht before
you. is first to layit on the ground etraiAht behind, and
then, taking your rod in both hande, and holdinA it
directly over your riAht ehoulder. deliver the fliee right
in front. byasortofover-head stroke. A1terthis faebion
doee he maJr::e bie firet cast, and swash Ao the flise into
the water. as ifa trio of wild ducke had etooped there

in full fliAht; and had there been a trout near. he
moet surely would have been killed-with fright. For
an hour he continuee bie uneucceeeful practice; but
coneolee himself with ·the thouAht that he will have
the more to take next day. Next daycomee. another
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after that, but still he has cautht no trout, thouth he
has lost many flies. On the fourth day it rains, and

in the forlorn hope of1illinA his basket while ths water

is rieinA, he ventures, without umbrella, to bmve a
shower-but still without success; he catches nothing
but eo cold. The seme niAht he has his feet put in

warm water, and takss e. basin of Aruel when he Aoss
to bsd. How unlike the anAl-er proper, who has the
s!!=e day been fishinA in the Tweed, betwsen Yair

bridAe and Melrose. He has cautht four Arilees, and
as many dozen of trouts, from three in ths afternoon

till seven; and about eiAht o'clock, to save time and
trouble, takes both dinner and supper at once; and

afterwards enjoys, with Capt. Clutterbuck, a bottle
ofwine, drinks three tumblers of toddy, smokes two
ciAars, and retires to bed about eleven, to rise, like

a Aiant refreshed, at eix the next morninA.
:But to attend to the proAress of our amateur anAler'e

disorder.-The next morninA he finds that the cold
which he has cauAht when tryinA for trout, is not die
posed to leave him; so he takes his coffee and reads

the newspaper in bed. He Aets up about two in the
afternoon, rather hoarse, with a eliAht ticklinA couAh,
but dares not stir out, as a drizzlinA rain ie fallinA·
Towards eveninA he becomes fidAety, and wants eome
thinA to read; and loolcinA into his trunk for a book,
lays his hands on Walton, which, in savaAe mood, he

throws to the other side of the room, wishinA the Aood
old man, and allwriters on anAlinA-whom he considers

D
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as the authors of his disorder, by temptin~him to try
fly.fishinA-at a place where it is to be hopedno honest

an~erever will be found. Atnigbt his gruel is repeated.

but without any benefioial effeot; for the next mornin~

he finds himself muoh worse, with rather an alarmin~

pain in his side and breast. The dootor now is sent

for. who thinks he perceives inflammation of the lun~s;

and should his prognostio be wron~.hispractioe is safe;

for within three hours a1ter he of the ~olden·headed

cane has touched his fee. the patient has been cupped

between the ehoulders. had a blister placed upon his

chest. taken a bolus, and swallowed three draughts_

He has. however. received an assurance from the doc

tor that he is in no danger. that is. provided he takes

regularly the medicine which is sent him. has the

blister renewed on the third day. and the oupping re

peated at the same time. At the end of a fortnight the

dcctor pronounced him convalescent; and at the end

of a month. declared that he might venture. by easy

etages. to return to London. The access of infla=a.

tion abated his fit of fly.fishin~. and he has not since

been visited with another attack. Angling he now

a.bominates, together with all who follow or teach it;

and. should he ever be so fortunate as to obtain a seat

in Parliament. he intends to bring in a bill to utterly
abolish its practice throughout the British empire.
It ie not a mere wieh. without experience and without
perseverance. that will convert a person who ha.

scarcely eeen a trout-stream in hisllie into an expert
fly.fisher_ For the perfect enjoyment of aDgling. there
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is still somsthing required besides dexterity in the

managsment of the rod. skill in the ohoice of flies. and

acquaintance with the haunte offish. and thelooalitie.

of the stream. In addition to thess. there must be a
warm yet enduring love of angling. even though the

diligent pursuit of it be occasionally attended with no

reward. The mind of the angler should be fully sen·
sible ofthe beauties of the scenery which are presented

to him in his excursions by laks and stream; and sus

ceptible of the heart·healinA impressions which the

splendor of the rising or setting sun, the rugged gran.

deur of rocks and craggy mountains, the milder channa

of com.fields. meadows. and woody slopes. never fail

to convey to him whose better feelings are not over.

layed by the filthy lucre ofMammon. nor corrupted by

the principles of the modern school of heartless, coun·

terfeit philosophy, which assumes to iteelf, par excel·
lence, the title of .. Utilitarian," and has discarded the

old fashioned virtues of Faith. Hope, and Charity,

.. For what availes to brooke or lake to goe.

With handsome rods and hooke. of every sort.

Well·twisted lines, and many trinckete moe,

To find the fish within their wat'ry fort,

If that the minde be not contented so.

But wants those gifts mat should the rest support.

I
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CHAPTER II.

DESCRIPTIVE NOTICES OF THE THAMES, AND
TIS TRIBUTARY STREAMS, THE KENNET, THE
COLNE, THE WANDLE, AND THE LEA.

THE author of" Salmonia," Bome Bix or BBven yearB

ago, declared that the glory of fly-fiBhing had departed

from many of the BtreamB of Scotland; but ChriBtopher

North, a much higher authority, writing within thiB pre

Bent year, giveB to all anglerB a comfortable aBBurance

that, though there iB what he, "ChriBtopher, and a

Scotohman," CallB firBt-rate angling. "in few, if any, of

the dear EngliBh laJreB;" and though, with your own

tackle, you may angle in Crummock water, "with amo

rOUB dittieB all a Bu=er'B day," and never get a riBe;

'tiB never BO in the 10chB of Scotland. But all living
creatureB," he thuB continueB, " are in a conBtant Btate

of hunger in thiB favored country; BO bait your hook

with anything edible-it matterB not what-Bnail, Bpi

der, fly-and angle for what you may, you are Bure to

catch it-almoBt aB certainly aB the a.ccent or the itch."

In addition to thiB expreBB teBtimony of one BO WBll

qualified to give an opinion on thiB Bu'qiect, we Bhall
JUBt quote an account of the Ettrick Shepherd'B BUC

ceBB, in little more than a mere en-paBBant whup at a

couple of BtreamB, the MegAat and the Fruid, when

( ,(logic
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journeyiDt. on IL pleas&nt April day. from his' own
home on YIL1'1'OW to visit IL few Mende who he.d pitched

their tent. on,1L AipsyinA excursion. in the FILiry's
·CleuAh. on the south.eastern borders of L&narkehire.

W~ shall not. attempt to injure. by tranelatinA. the
8hepherd'e'deliAhtfUl Dorio. but quota hie own worde.
"I couldna ken how ye micht be fennin' in the Tent
for ii.h. eo I thocht I miQht ae weel tBJc a whup at the
MeMat. How they lap I I tilled ma creel afore the
dew.tnel1;o and as ita·out 0' the poor 0' ony m&n wi'

a heart to Aie owre fiehin' in the MeAAat durin' a tak, I

kent by the eun it was nine-houre; &nd by that time I
he.d filled a' ma pouches. the braid 0' the tail 0' some 0'

them wmppin' &Aain ma elbows," The poet hennA
.over-ridden his horse, to maks up for lost time. is
obliAed to wait till he Aeta second wind. &nd not to be
idle, in the meantime. he trye &nother etream. "I juet
thocht I we.d try the Fruid wi'the f1se. and put on a

profeesor, The Fruid's fu' o' sma' troote. &nd I sune
had a strinA, I could na has he.d about me. at this
time. ¥ WILy and ither. in ma eeveral repositoriee.
strinA and a'. less than thretty dizzen 0' traots," Now

this is anAlinA indeed, and enouQh to tempt an elderly
Benedict, who man!LAes to lrill two bmoe and a half in
a week's constant anAlinA in the Colne, to desert house
and home for a month's anAlinA in the MeAAat and
the Fruid.

The effect produced on the mind of the anAlinA

publio by euch papers. in Blackwood. 8B Christopher
at the Lakee, Christopher in his 8portinA Jacket. Loch

Coogle



22

Awe, and many others, imbued with a similar spirit,

and bearing the impress of the same ma.ater hand, is

extremely questionable, so far as the general interests

of society are regarded. They have unsettled the minds

ofmany. By a kind of fascination, they have allured

the elderly gentleman whose annual summer trip

never extended beyond Ma,rAats, to venture on a long

journey to attend the Windermere Regatta, trace the

COUl'Se of the Duddon. or ascend Bkiddaw, instead of

viewing Doggett's coat and badAe rowed for on the

Thames, wandering by the Regent's Canal, or climbing

Pri=ose.hill, to see Mr. Sadler's balloon go up; and even

lawyers may now be seen, during the long vacation,

angling for trout on Lock Awe, who formerly confined

themselves to trolling for pik&-fresh.water attorneys

in the river Lea.. From Midsummer to Michaelmas the

lakes are perfectly swarming with visitors, while trout

have, in the same ratio, become scarce; and beds are

scarcely to be had for love or money. It is in vain that

the "contemplative man" endeavours to enjoyhis medi

tations alone. If he a.acend Skiddaw, he overtak~s and

passes a slow-paced, short-winded company toiling up

the steep; he meete a second coming down, who have

a match against time, and intend completing a tour 01

the lakes in four days; and the first sight that greete

him, when he reaches the top, is a filJ:nily party of

thirteen, engaged in eating a family dinner-lells 01

mutton and trimminlls-which boots and the hostler

have carried up in a clothes-bllBket. Thinking to find
something like solitude in the desert, he takes the
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lonely ad to Butte:t=eI'8 up Borrowdale; but still he

cannot escape the lakers, who cross him at every turn
of the dale. Three boats have just dischs.rAed their

livinA freiAht at the head of the lake as he passes Low

dore; under the lee of the J30wder stone sits a Cam·

bridAe youth, who is studyinA for honors, with his
tutor at his side, cramminA him with choice morsels

from Vince and Wood's-alas! how unlike Kay's, of

the Albion-dry and insipid, thouAh solid oourse. On

the top, on a thre&-legged portable stool, is seatsd an

artist sketchinA; and at the base is a member of the

Geological Bociety, hammer in hand. ohippinA off spe·

cimens, which his lady carefully gathers up and depo

sits in her retioule-the future foundations of another

new theory ofthe earth. At Rosthwaits Areatsr annoy
ance awaits him; for there doss he behold, in that here

tofore quiet and secluded spot, a party of younA men

and maidena quadrilling it to the melancholy wailinAs

of a pal&-faced young Aentleman's Buts; and on arriving
at Butte:t=ere, tired, and out of humour with himself,

the lakes, and their visitors. he finds that ha can only

be lodged in a doubl&-bedded room, where he is enter·

tained all niAht with a trombons solo, from the nose

of a stout Aentleman who occupies the other bed, and

whoss doubl&-base quaver,-which is a repeat, con str&
pito. every half hour,-he vainly hopes is the effect of

strangulation. Finding no delightful solituds out of

doors, nor rest in his bed. he returns to town by the

1st of September; and finds, in the deserted walks and



drives of Hyde Pa:rk, that freedom from intrusion

which he in Va.ln sought among the hills.

The evil of those papers is not confined to tempting

sober, quiet people, who,

"Along the cool sequestered vale of life

Have kept the noiseless tenor of theirway:'

-have walked in cork soles by the shady side of the
Strand or Fleet Street all their lives-to set out on a

wild-goose chase after the picturesque, the sublime,

and the beautiful, amon~ hills and lakes, and then
leaving them, as a Will 0' the Wisp does his followers,
beguiled and laughed at. It extende to others, recall

ing scenes which they can never again visit, and ex

citing longings which can never be gratified, The

native of Oumberland or Westmoreland, the man of

pleasant Teviotdale, or the child of the mist from

the Highlands,

"Absent long and distant far:'

from the hills and streams which in boyhood he loved,

who has been immured for years in a Babel of brick

and morta:r, is seized, on reading those papers, with a

epecies of calen ture, Recollections of the happy daye

of his boyhood come over his mind as he reads the
page, where, in

. . . . words that breath,"

the faithful picture is pourtrayecl The memory of

dear, departed days is recalled, and a full tide of plea.-
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sure bursts upon his heart. to be succeeded. when

ths enchanting vision hs.e ps.esed. by a corresponding

depression, when he reflects how small is the chance

of his ever visiting his native place aAain; but that.

" GettinA and spending,"
he is doomed to wear out his life in a round which

affords liWe ples.eure from reflection or from hope:

"He sees
A mountain ascending. a vision of trees;
Bright volumes of vapour tbrouAh LothbUIY glide.
And a river rolls on tbrouAh the vale ofCheapside.- - - - -
He looks, and his heart is in Heaven: but they fade.
The mist and the river, the hill and the shade;
The stream will not flow, and the hill will not rise,
And the colours have all ps.esed away from his eyes."

THE THAMES.

But to give over thinking or speaking of lakes.

mountains, and trout·stre~. far in the '''North

Countree." let us take a view of the Thames. and two

or three other streams. which the anAler who lives

in London may visit when opportunity is not afforded

of taJr::i.ng a longer journey. We will. if you please.

gentle reader. proceed upwards. making no stay until

we arrive at Richmond. for at the bridges below.

Putney. Battersea, orVauxball.-the anAler, according
to an experienced brother Bob, is frequently saluted

in this style by the uncivilized. who have never fished
in their lives: "What sport?" "Do they bite?" "A
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maAAot at one end, and a fool at the other," &c.; with

occasionally a handful of dirt or stone cominA in the

water or on your head, renders anAlinA anythinA but

an amusement.
ThouAh Richmond is not famed as an anAlinA

station, yet it is "beautiful exceedinAly,· with its

bridAe, its mount, and its park; and several times,

both above the bridAe and below, have we eDjoyed

excellent sport here ;-five in a punt, "the more the

merrier:-pullinA up dace, roach, and perch, till the

joint stock of the company amounted, in point ofnum

bar and weiAht, if not of size and value, to sometbinA

considerable, and enouAh to make a drift; of bottom

fishers vain. In AoinA towards Richmond Hill may be

seen a votive tablet, in front of some alms-houses,

founded by Bryan Duppa, bishop ofWinchestsr, dedi

cated in courtly, thouAh scarcely reverend style," Deo

et Carolo,-to God and KinA Charles:' by the above

prelate, A conjunction which, more especially if we

bear in mind the depraved character of the KinA,

Charles II., savours a little of profuneness on the part

of the bishop, and would lead ue to infer that he held

both in equal fear and equal honor; and that he could

occasionally make a sacrifice of his reliAion to his loy.

alty. The view from Richmond Hill is truly deliAhtful,

and thouAh it has often been celebrated in verse by

poets, and on canvass by painters, and thouAh some
of each class have in their delineation "o'erstepped

the modesty of nature:' no one, either in prose, verse,

or colours, has been able to improve it, or make it Beem
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more lovely than it is. At the foot of the hill lies a

.. SllmY spot of Areenery;' surrounded by a belt of

trees extendinA to the river, which here flows in a
'bend, Araceful as the arched neck of one of the swans,
which, with easy motion, are cleavinA its watsrs:

.. Glide Aently. thus for ever Alide.
o Thames! that AnAlers all may see
As lovely visions by thY' side
As now! fair river, come to me.
o Alide, fair stream! fo)' ever so,
Thy qUiet soul on all bestowinA.
Till all our minde for ever flow,
As thy deep waters now are ilowinA:'

LoolrinA up and s.cross the stream,-on whosews.ters
the heavy barAe is seen slowlyascendinA. or the liAht
wherry shootinA swiftly down-corn-flelds. woodlande,
and meadows are perceived, blended in pleasinA va·

riety, and extendinA in a Ars.dually softened tone of
colour, till the prospect is bounded by a rs.nAe of
Aently swellinA hille. The poet Thompson,-whose

beautiful desCl'lption of fly-flshinA, in the .. Seasons;'
leads the reader to conclude that he muet, ere he left;
his native etreams, have been an adept in the s.rtr
lived at Richmond; but that he was s.ccustomed to
anAle, durinA his reeidence here, we have not been
able to learn. From hie indolenths.bits,-eatinApes.ches
from the tree, with hie hands in hie breeches pockets,

-we are inclined to think that he did not.

FollowinA the couree of the river, the next place

above Richmondie Twickenhs.m; between which place
and TeddinAton Lock, considerable quantities ofros.ch,



dace, and ~ud~eons are taken, as well as perch,ruff, and

barbel, durin~ the season. Pope, as is known to every

one, lived at Twickenham; and once when rowin~past

the house, which is still sta.ndin~, much enla.r~edand

modernized, the waterman called our attention to Pope's

• willa.." Havin~ heard much of the willcw which the

bard ie said to have planted with his own hand, and

cuttin~s of which were sent to her imperial ma,jesty

Catherine of Russia, we were wishful to obtain both

a si~ht and a slip; and desired the man to point out,

amon~ a dczen others which shaded the ma.r~in of the

stream, the identical tree. "Tree, master," replied he,

Ilita'n'tnotree,but ahouae: that ere is it, whatwe're
now a..passing right in front ot" We now perceived

that, from his having pronounced willa. instead of villa,

we had mistaken a house for a tree.

From Twickenham to Hampton Court is a pleasant

walk of three miles, the road leading for upwards of a

mile throu~h Bushey Park, between a noble avenue

of lofty trees; but the most preferable course for the

an~ler to take, who wishes to enjoy two or three days'

fishing between Hampton Court and Richmond, is to

proceed direct to the former pla.ce, and thence fish

downwards by Thames Ditton, Kin~ston, and Twick·

enha.m, to Richmond Bridge. This part of the Thames,

though scarcely a.ffordin~ so good anglin~ as between

Hampton Court and Chertsey, is far superior in pie

turesque beauty; and he who has sailed down it on

a fine summer evenin~-whenthe settin~ sun, casting

a fu.rewell ~ance through the rosy clouds, sheds a
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mellow glow upon the waters, and when ell ie so still
that you may hear the clank of the boatman's oar for a
mile-notes it at the time with a white stone; and
ever aft;er, as often as it recurs to his mind, dwells

upon its recollection with pleasure.
A mile above Hampton Court lies Hampton, a plea-.

sant v:il.laAe. in the neighbourhood of which there is
generally as good anAling for gudgeons. dace, roach,

perch, chub, ruff, and barbel, as the Thames affords;

and the same maybe said of Walton, Shepperton, and

Chertaey. About thirty·two years ago. the late Sir
William Hamilton used f'requentlytovisit Hampton,

for the sake ofanAling in the Thames, and Nelson occa.

sionally took a seat in the punt beside him, and

looked on while the old ambassador pursued his sport.
Laleham a.nd Staines. yet hi8her up the river. are also
visited by a.n@ers from London. In fact there is

scarcely a village in which there is a decent public

house. on each side of the Thames from Richmond to
Henley, that is not visited by anglers from London

in search of their favorite amusement.

From Staines to Windsor. is a walk of eix miles.
through Egham. and across Runnemede. so famed in

En8lish history as the place where the barons obtained
from King John, a reluctant signature to Magna

Charta.. On the 29th of August last, we took this road.
intending to look through Windsor Castle, and have
two or three hours' barbel.fishing between Eton and

Datchett. The sun had not been up more than an

hour when we crossed the famous mead, which. in
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consequence of Egham races, was partly covered With
tents, as if another army had enc&mped there: and

we hea.rd, With eomething like surprise and incredu
lity, from a countryman who was going to his work,

that one of the stewa.rds was a n&mesue of a distin
guished cha.ractsr in John's reign-Hubert de Burgh.

A vision of Queen Constance, and young Arthur, and
FeJ.conbridge, and Ca.rdineJ. P&mphilo, With the rest of

ths principeJ. cha.ractere of 8hakepeare's play, ClUne
aeross our mind; and we were only &rOused from our
reverie on beholding the flag flying from the round
tower of Windsor Castle, which, lighted by the morn
ing sun, rose proudly above the old oaks in the Park.

Not only an angler, from a day-dre&m, but

.. 8t. George might waken from the dead,
To see gay 'England's banner fly!"

About heJ.f a mile below Eton there is good
fishing for barbel, in the eddies close by the bank,
and there eJ.so trouts are sometimes oaught, from
two to three pounds weight, but not so frequently as
induce an angler to try expressly for them. An old
angler, who fishes there regularly, caught four this

last season, which had taken his worm when fishing

for barbel.
Considering the opportunities e.fforded for angling

in the Th&mes, and the worthy example set by a
former provost of Eton College, Sir Henry Wotton, it
is not surprising that the Eton boys should be lovers
of the pleasing art. A good example once set, in a
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place of education. lonA continues to be followed; and
one Aenemtion emulates another. in the cultivation of
a ecience or art which has taken deep root in an uni

versity or colleAe, under the care of those whose me
mory is honored. Oxford produoes men upon whom
the Mueee smile. and whose mina. are imbued with
the poetry and the eloquence of Greecs and Rome;
and CambridAe sena. forth her sons skilful to sx
pound the problems of Euclid and Archimsdes. to
analyse the complicated relations of numbers and
curves. to observe the revolutions of the planets, and
calculate the distance of the stare. Sir Henry Wotton.
who died in 1639, was appointed provost of Eton by
James L in reward for his services when ambassador
at Venice. In one of his journeys throuAh Germany
he inscribed in an e.lbum an indiscreet Latin version
of a Aood EnAlish pun: ".An ambassador is a person
of honour sent to lie abroad. for the Aood of his
country." Sometime a.ft;erwards this sentence, which
has not in the Latin version the pair of handles which
it has in EnAlish. was extracted by a scurrilous "lite
mry Iehmaelite" of the day. the Jssuit Scioppius, who
published it, with a bitter co=sntary. as the text of
the deliberate policy of the British court. James.
who was much annoyed by the aspersions which were
thulJ cast upon him, required 1rom Sir Henry an ex
planation of the circum stance; and on beinA made
acquainted with the punninA EnAlish oriAinal, and
beinA assured that the writinA in the e.lbum was in
serted merely as a jest. he forAave the ambassador.
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after warninA him to be more ca.reful of acatterinA hie
wit in future. Sir Henry,-whose life ia written by hie

friend Aood old Iza.a.k W Ilo1.ton,-when he W&ll u.pwa.rd.a

ofeeventy_ years of· aQe,· CO/JJ.po.aea.-,: !!Be he·eate quietly

in a eummer'e eVlll:UnQ' on a· be.nJ< II> nehmg," those

verees on the re~ of 8p~ w.hich are ineerted in

the firet chapter of Walton's "Coxnplete Angler." Sir

Henry, after havinQ lived lonQ in the bu.ey world, and

eeen much of the intriQue, the reetleseneee, and the

s.mriety of a court life, declared that he had at length

learnt: "Animae sapientioree neri quieecendo." A truth

which doubtlees the calm ple~uree of anAlinQ very

materillo1.ly contributed to impress upon his mind

Proceeding up the 'l'hames, Maidenhead, Marlow,

and Henley afford excellent acco=odation for the

an~ler; and the Tham.es, in the neiAhbourhood of all

the three placea, ia well atocked with flah. The river

near Henley, presenta a beautiful expanae of water.

and the amuaement of rowinA and boat-sailinA, in ad

dition to an~nA. may be enjoyed here to Areat advan·

taAe. The surroundinA country is alao extremely

pleasant; and between Windsor, and Oxfurd we are.
acquainted with no place where the =~ler can apend;

a week with Areater pleasure.

From the villaAe of Do~hes~er. where a small

stream, ~alled the .Tame. runs into the. ~hames, the
river up to OxJOrd, and fu.. some miles above. is com

monly cal,l"sl the !ais. Thia n.ame, accocdinA to,Dr..
Aikin•• is QXl1y he.ancien.t name of Ou.ee latinized, and

unknown to the inha ita.ntaof ita banks. who.call th..
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principal river the Thamee. up to ite very head. LarAe

trout and carp are occasionally taken in the deep

pools above the lock. about a mile to the west of
Dorchester.

The banks of the Thames. in the vicinity of Dor:
chester, afford better opportunities of fishinA from

the shore than in the neiAhbourhood of Hampton,

Richmond, or Henley; and there the patient anAler,

who combinee the utile et dulce, by obtaininA a two

days' supply of fish in followinA an amusement

whio~ he lovee, may be observed, seated on the

shore, oommittinA havoo amonA the soaly fry; and

while eatinA by snatches a fruAal dinner. brouAht him

by his little son, still keepinA an eye to his rod.

The villaAe of PanAbourn, situated near a small

stream of the same name, a short distanoe from the

Tha.Dles, and about five miles above ReadinA, is a

Aood anAlin~ station. Here are two respeotable inns;
and a person of the name of Ford, who is well ac.

quainted with the best fishin~.~round in ths Dei~h

bourhood, is always ready to lend his ssrvices, for

a small reward, to the an~ler who is a stran~er to the

place. Fly-fishin~ may be pursued here with suc

cess from April to the end of Au~ust, in the stream

which runs past the ~e; and, should the an~ler

be unsuccessful in this, he can take reven~e on the

dace, roach, and perch of the Thames, of which there

is, near to Pan~bourn, no sca.rcity.

The Isis, as the main stream is called, and the

Cherwell, in the nei~hbourhood of Oxford, contain
F
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pike, roach, and perch, in great abundance; and atrord

the young collegian. who are still in statu pupillari

ample opportunity of gr..dually improving them.

.elves, till, ..fter ...e..son's fi.hing in Scotland, Wales,

or Ireland, they become qualified to take an M. A. '.

-Ma.ter .angler'.-degree, One of the p ..triarch. of

angling, the venerable Nowell, dean of St Paul's, w ...

al.o principal of Br..zen-no.e College, Oxford; and no

angler who vi.it. th..t city .hould omit calling to .ee

hi. ,portrait, which i. still pre.erved there, Itwill do

hi. heart good to .ee the old worthy, even on canv....,

"leaning on .. de.k, with hi. Bible before him, and

on one hand of him hi. line., hooks, and other tack.

ling, lying in .. round; and on his other hand his

..ngle-rods of .everal sorts." Dr, Gilbert Sheldon,

archbi.hop of Canterbury, and, prior to his ..dv..nce

ment to th..t dignity, wardsn of All Soul'., WB.B the

founder of the The..tre ..t Oxford,-where installa.

tion., the public acts, and the annual co=emor..

tion are held,-and, according to Walton, most skil

ful in angling for umber and barbel. A living memo

ber of this University, .. double M.A.-both of s.rta
and angling-and who, had he been in orders, would

most B.Bsuredly have been on the bench, m ..y with

confidence take the .tream again.t any fly-fisher,

whether amateur or profe••or, in the three king
doms,
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THE KENNE'I'.

The trouts of the Kennet.-& river which rises not

tar from Ma.rlbro' in Wiltshire. &nd a.fter passinA

throuAh Berkshire. by Hungerford. Newbury. and

ReadinA, runs into the 'I'h&mee.-&re deservedly cele

bratsd both for size a.nd quality. That part of the

water which is co=on. unfortunately for the &n

gler. is much netted; and the rest. which run9

through gentlemen's grounds, is mostly preserved,

In the neighbourhood of Reading, trouts are scarce,

and it is not worth any person's while to visit this

town, for the sake of angling in the Kennet. About

Newbury they are more plentiful; and he who can

throw lightly a long line, may here, during the

months of May, June, and July, in the course of a

day's fishing, take a dozen or a dozen and a half of

trout,-veritable yellow fins, which might excite the

admiration of a North-countryman, and would weigh

as much as three times the number caught in the

mountain etreams of Cumberland, or the Border.

Trout. weighing from two to three pounds, are lXe
quently caught, and la.rger ones, from four to seven

pounds weight, are not unco=on. A large trout,

estimated at twelve pounds weight,-= abatsment

ofperhaps fifty per cent., and sometimes more, ought

to be made on the estimatsd weight of all uncaught

fish,-took up his quarters in a deep pool which did
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not admit of netting. near Newbury, laet eummer.
and though frequently tempted. both by night and
by day. with the most alluring fiies and killing
baite, he continued uncaught when we heard from
an angling friend at Newbury. on the 2d September.
who wrote to say that the day before he had shot
five brace of birds. and in the evening killed just
balf ae many trout.

The housebolders of Hungerford. nine miles
above Newbury, bave the right, by virtue of a
Arant from John of Gaunt it is said, of fishing in

the Kennet. for a certain distance above and below
the town. The water, to the extent of their privilege.
is at present rented by a person of the name of
Rozier. who nets it. and gains a living by selling
the fish. A strlUlger. however. who wishes to try a
cast here. may obtain liberty on paying a small sum
to the renter. The town liberty. upwards, extends
to the grounds of Mr. Pearce, of Chilton Lodge; and
his property again, higher up. is joined by that of
General Popham. of Littlecote. The fish are strictly
preserved by these gentlemen; and no person is
allowed to angle in their respective waters without
leave. The skilful fly.fisher, who is so fortunate as to
obtain permission to fish to the extent of both these
gentlemen'e liberties. will have little reaeon to envy
those who go farther for their amusement. and per·
chance fare worse. Gay. the poet. who was also a
fly.fisher, is said to have frequently angled in this
stream. wben staying at Amesbury. in Wiltshire.
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the ssat of his patron the Dulce of Queensbury. The
Kennet is a clear stream, running over a bottom of
chalk and gravel, in some places weedy, but never
like many streams in the north, hurrying with noisy
speed over a bottom of large psbbles or fragments of
rock. In the neighbourhood of Hungerford, where
the face of the cquntry is more diversified with
rising ground than lower down, it is likely to remind
the angler, who has fished in that stream, of the
Derwent, bstween Malton and East Ayton, in York.
shire.

A small stream, callsd the Lambourn, which
runs into the Kennet below Newbury, occasionally
affords good angling; and we have heard 01' some
larAe trout being killed betwesn Newbury and
Eastbury. But this is a capricious stream, which,
haviDg its source in the chalky wolds above the
village of Lambourn. is - like another which we
are acquaintsd with, in a different part of the coun·
la'y, but rising in and traversing a similar soil.-in
some seasons almost dry. Whsn it is full. we have
heard an angler say, who knows both streams. that
he prefers it to the Kennet. About twenty years
ago, from a pond at Welford House, on the banks
of the Lambourn, the seat of Mr. Hoblyn, a trout is
said to have besn taken which weighed twenty.four
pounds. We have had no opportunity of ascel'tain.
ing the truth of this rsport, but we very much sus·
pect its accuracy; and are disposed to think that
those who weighed this trout must have used the

JI"' .......
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same set of weiAhts and scales as were used to
weiAh Colonel Thornton's larAe tench. which wae

taken at the bottom of an old well at Thornville
Royal. about thirty years aAo,

THE COLNE,

The river Come, between Longfo:rd and Burr's

Mill, up the stream. a distance of four miles, contains

fine trout, and would afford excellent sport to the

fly-fisher were it not so much netted. But here,

except in the neighbourhood of two or three mills,

the fish are never allowed a week's Arace; snd it is

only an anAler who lives on the spot. and has

opportunity of observinA where the trouts lie, that

has any chance of success, LarAe trouts are some·

times taksn here with the fly; and. in June last. a

prime one, weiAhinA seven pounds and a quarter. was

cauAht near LonAford, by a Aentleman of the neiAh.

bourhood, al1;er an hour's struAAle. Each householder

in Rarmondsworth, a villaAe a short distance above

LonAford. has the privileAe of nettinA the river

three times a week; and the copyholders of the

manor of Drayton, two miles hiAhe" up. have the

same liberty. Each person may take with him to
the water as many stranaers as he pleases. and

allow them to use his nete. provided he remain with

them; and sometimes the mortified anAler, just as
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he comes in si~ht of the pool where he had ascer
tained. the niAht before. that some prime troute were
lyinA. perceives that a pa.rt,y of stranAers-both to
the parish and the love of anAlinA-are enA&ged in
netting it. with the native Goth who leads them on.
standing dry·shod on the bank. directinA their op&
rations,

.. 0 that some fowler passing by
Would with his lona duck·gun let fly.
Hit them between the hip and thiQh.

And drive them from the water '"

In the neiQhbourhood of two of the milis above
Drayton the water is preserved, and permiesion to
angle is not easily obtained Below Burr's Mill. in
particular. there are at all times fine trout; and
the anAler who should obtain leave to fieh from
here uninterruptedly to LonQford. would eeldom
have reason to complain of want of euccess. The
Qreatest inconvenience which attends the fly·fisher
in the neiQhbourhood of London. is that he is mostly
confined to a limited space. and has not opportunity
of tryina a sufficient extent of water; while. in dis·
tant parte of the county. he has the stream free for
miles. with ample scope to fish in rapid. pool. or
slack. as he may find the fish disposed to rise. For
often. as is known to every fly-fisher. trout may be
cauQht in pools. where the water runs' with a gentle

current and rather deep. when they will not look at
the fly where the water runs more rapidly. and
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where, at' other times, the an~ler is most certain to
meet with s,:-ccess, The tly-fisher who is confined to
a piece of water ofone ch8.racter, tliou~h well stocked
with trout,-for instance, where the stream runs in
an UJlifon:oly ~entle current for a couple'ofmiles,-will
be more frequently disappointed of ,his sport than
One who fishes a 'stream of ~eater variety, tho~h
the fish may not be so plentiful. This part of the
Colne also contains pike, roach, perch, and the finest
dace of any stream within twenty miles of London,
The Trout Inn, at Drayton, is frequently visited by
an~ers from the metropolis, for the sake of pike
fishin~, which is here at the best from the middle
of September to the middle of November, The coun
try is tlat and low, and the breadth of a field is com
monly the extent of the prospect. Except the ivy
mantled tower of Drayton church, there is not much
to fill a leaf in the An~er's sketch-book, to make
amends for a light creel

Denham, a vill~e near the Colne, about two
milee from UXbrid~e, has, from Sir Humphry Davy's
account, in the "Salmoma," of his angling there,
acquired a high character in the annals of tly-fishing;
but there is neither free nor subscription water,
and a day's ils1ii.ng can' o'nly be obtained by per
mission of- some one of the gentlemen through
whose propertY it flows, and by whom it is strictly
interdicted to intruders, Besides the Colne; another
stream runs past Denham, through the 'grounds
of Mr, DruminoIid, I at· DenM:m.. Fisliery; and of
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Mr. Way. Denham Pla.ce-now occupied by Joseph

Bonaparte, Count Survilliers. waiting. it is pre·

sumed. until the shufBing of the politica.l cards of

Europe shall afford him an opportunity of playing

a trump. and taking the lead either in France or

Spain. This. though a small. is a capita.l trout-stream.

and affords excellent angling. a.s the fish a.re both

plentiful and large. It ws.s a rule with the la.te Mr.

Dru=ond, that all trout hooked in his water under

two pounds should be set free again. This we think

rather too strict. and a.re of opinion that no trout

weighing' one pound should be returned to the

water. let him be caught where he may. Two

pounders a.re not so . numerous anywhere. that
we know of. as to justify a prudent angler in libE>

rating one of less weight. in order that he may grow

bigger. and return when he ha.s attained the proper

size to be caught again. For an illustration of this

opinion the reader is referred to the fable of the
.. .Angler and the Little Fish:' On this stream. as on

the Wandie. the May·f1y does not make its appear·

ance. Denham Court. on the ea.st of the village of
Denham. which. when in the possession of Mr.

Thompson. used to be visited by the Duke of York

and Sir Humphrey Davy. for the sake of f1y.fishing

in the CoIne. is now. the property of Mr. Hamlet.
the silversmith. who frequently allows gentlemen

who are known or introduced to him. a day's fishing
in his grounds. For those who are so fortunate as

to 0 bta.in the entree of those pre.eNes. there is
G
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certainly no water within thirty miles' of 'London

where so rDBJ:IY trouta are 'to btl caught ' qh8'l' up
the ColDe, in the neiAhbourhooa of Rimcman61ltorth.

is a Sl1b'tlription water. whicn &fIOrde toleie;bl;t good

t1y.llshing; but the troute s:re not so large th~re as in

the lower part of the stream.

THE W'&NDLE,'
.."

A email stream. which contributes to form the

'Wandle. at Cal'shs.lton, r11ns through Croydon; lbld ih

apond'at Waddon·mill helt'd, abolit a mile billo:"'·tliat

-townr.Ge,some lllrge trout;butthougl'1 the angler·sh.oUld

-Bet.leave to fieh for "them, it would be ·but'waelte of
'time to mike'the attempt, as thilY' are "oDly,tb'be

lC:;l.ught by'netting 01' with night-lines, Theyare'too

iu:ll·1ed, -'-probably with the sma'J.l. worms' from ·the

.mud, generated by the off-scou:riJigs of' Croyd6n.~ana

too shy. to take anything that the angler·il;"s'·to.

'crfier them in daylight. We-were standing one''May

xdorning, by the bank a . little below the mill; con·

jeoturing if fuerE> ~ight be a trOut in the water which

:run.. ,~o:ai the mill.tail, BJ;ld were preparing our

tackle, for the purpose of ascertaining the fact, when

a miller came up. of whom we made en'l,uiry, "0
yes/' was his answer, .. there are trouts in this water,

two or three; and for this last fortnight ever so

many people have been here from Croydon, trying
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to catch them." Not wishinA to deprive a whole
pe.rish of a.musement for the eee.son. we replaopd on
our hat the triplet of flies. which would have 'tempted
any trout to tsJce them,-and die with plee.sure.-whose
hours of rest and of feedinA had for a fortniAht been
interrupted by friAhtful visions of winAed and fea
thered thinAs. neither insect nor bird. with now and
then a devil proper. thrown at him from somethinA
like a hop-pole.

The etrea.m hannA inoree.sed considerably in ite

course ftoom Croydon. pe.sses the village of BeddinA·
ton. and runs throuAh BeddinAton Park, where the
water is preserved. and contains plenty of trout,
which, escapinA ftoom time to time, eJford an ezeel
lent supply to the subscription WlLter of Mr. Brown,
at WallinAton. a short distance lower down. The
number of subscribers to this water is limited to
fifteen. at three Auinee.s ee.ch. from the 1st of May to
the 1st of September. At Carshslton it is incres.s
ed by severeJ streams. which rise from a che.lky
soil near that village; and ftoom thence to where it
runs into the Thames. a little below Wandsworth.
it is called the Wandle. "The Wendsll Trout," says

W. Fol.kinAhs.m. Gent. in his Art of Survey, 1600. "is
held in hiAh esteeme ;" end we. in lW4, with the te.ste
of one of them yet on our pale.te. decle.re that they
deserve to be so still One of the principsl sprinAs
which form the Wen91e. rises in the Arounds of Mr.
Reynolds at Carshslton. The sprinA-head is &rOhed
over; but at the head of the pond into which it runs,
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eegeral little jets may be seen bubblinA up throu!\h

the sand and Aravel at the bottom. The water of
this sprinA, which is soft, and pleasant to the taste

is nsver discoloured by heavy rains, but in all sea,.

sons flows equally clear. DurinA the summer·
months ite quantity is diminished, thouAh in a very
small deAree. unless in seasons of extreme drouAht.

Within three hundred yarde of ite source. it turns

the wheel of a larAe mill. A sprinA at Carehalton,
neatly covered with stone, and provided with an iron
ladle,-for the benefit of the poor and thirsty traveller

",ho has not wherewithal to purchase a drauAht of
ale.-is caUed by the inhabitante "lloleyn's Wen,"

in consequence, as we were informed by an old lady,

of Anne lloleyn, when ehe was reeidinA at lleddinA·

ton Park. always havinA her tea made with water
from this sprinA. There is most certainly a mistake
in this with respect to the tea. which, as any Aentle.
man who has read the Penny MaAazine knows, was

not introduced into this country until upwards of a
hundred years after Anna lloleyn'was beheaded. As.
in her days, court ladies and maids of honor scarcely

ever drank water, but diluted their solid meals with
a fiaAAon of double ale, or a quart of Gascony, it is
most likely that Anne used this water-which is

said to be powerful in improvinA the complexion-to
wseh hersel£

lletween WallinAton and Mitcham there is Aood

anAlinA in the early part of summer; but as there is
no free water. a stran~er need not expect any fish·

b Coogle



46

iDg here without leave. Perhaps the best part of the

Wa.ndle for fly.fishiDg is that which runs through

Sir John Lubbock's grounds, near Mitcham, where

the water, it is almost needless to say, is preserved,

a.nd leave to angle only gra.nted to the friends of the

owner. In the lower part of the stream, where the

liberty of Angling is lese reetrained, trout almost

wholly disappear, while dace a.nd roach become more

abunda.nt.

THE LEA.

The River Lea is, within twenty miles of London,

more frequently flogged, or rather whipped, by
.. Brother Bobs" than a.ny other stream of similar

extent in the kingdom. From year to year the fish

have no rest; in spriDg, s=er, autumn, a.nd win·

ter, you will always mest with some one fishiDg in

the Lea, except when it is frozen over.. Nor have

the fish sven the benefit of a Sunday's rest; but on

that day, between June a.nd Octobsr, arS more esp&

cially a.nnoyed by the drifts of self-styled" ha.nglera,"

who coms from London to enjoy a. Sunda.y's fishiDg.

Here may be seen Jews, Gentiles, a.nd Quakera,-all

sects are tolerated on the Lea, provided the sub

scription be pa.id,-iD friendly neighbourhood, eI\ioy.

ing their favorite sport, a.nd forgetting, at least for

one day in the week, their religious differences.

The epithet broad·brim scarcely Can be applied with
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propriety to the hat of the younA "Friend," who is

moved to abeent himself from -the meetinA for the

sake of fishinA in the Lea; _d his coat, cucumber

no 10nAer, ie distinAuished by the style of ite out,

showinA the slrill of the .. artiste:' who aould thus

&quip a quaker in a Aa.rment of the first fashion,

without subjectinA him to expulsion from the

Society. Those who reside in a distant part of the

country, but more especially the people of Scotland,

will be surprised to learn that on a Sunday, durinA

the summer, there is more anAlinA in the Lea, from

Str&tford to Broxbourn, than on 'any other day in

the week. Then may be seen persons of all aAes,

from the urchin just lilreeched to the old and slip.

pered pantaloon, practisinA anAlinA in all ite cockney
varieties; whippinA, dabbing, bobbing, and bottom·

fishinA. with fliee, maaAote. paste, and worms. The

Aentleman who is well to do in the world leavee

his wife and family, and drives to Broxbourn or

Hoddesdon in his "one-horse shay;" others, not quite

so well off, take a shillinA ride by the ehort staAee

to 'l'ottenham or Edmonton; and the less wealthy,
thouAh equally respectable, trudAe out with rod on

shoulder, and bait-pan in hand, to enjoy the free

fishinA bstween Lea BridAe and Tottenham, well
supplied with brains from the eheep's head, - pur.

chased on the Saturday niAht for Sunday's dinner,

which they chew raw,· and spit into the water as

• The brain. are to be cheW1ld and .pit out of your 1Ilouth into the
water... g't"OlUId-bait, to entice &he Chllb.-SGl,.,.... A"••". (J.,;M, '#GI'
10, Bolli. 1830.
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~ound.ba.it.· But, a.s we at this'mc;>ment feel an un·

plaa.sant· sensation in the '. stomach, we mue.t be

excused· fram 'entemg further into this. suqject at

present, which is dieguetinA to· botd::t ri:lIm -..nd beast,

and tolerable only to a cockney angler, Were such

enormities perpetrated on a Sunday in Scotland,

the offender would be" jure lapidatus"-justly stoned;

and a cannibal, with his mouth smeared with blood

and brains, would soon be smelt out and torn to

pieces by the shepherd's collies, a.s a worrier of

sheep;-a.nd on good grounds too, for does he not

look like a wolf, an unclean raveninA animal, in the

face?
The Lea, in the naiAhbourhood of Ware, is memo

rable as baing the scene of the fishinA exploits of

"honest Izaak Walton;" but an angler of his stamp

is as unlikely now to be seen stretching his leAs up

Tottenham Hill, on a fine fresh May mominA, as

an otter-hunter walkinA on to take his mominA

drauAht at the Thatched House, Hoddesdon, in his

way to meet a pack of otter dogs at Amwell Hill,

Two-horse coaches, leavinA BishopsAate Street every

hour,for"Tottenh~IE<hnonton!Waltham! Hoddes

don! Ware '" a8 the cads, with uplifl;ed finAer, an
nounce, wers not known. in the dayB ofWalton; and

the angler who then wieloed for a day's amusement

twenty miles from town, waB. obliged to use hiB own
legB, The vulgarity of walkipg twenty miles, even

if a person were able, is, in the Pl"sent age of refine.

ment-of omnibuses; cabB, rail-roads, and steam-.,
..
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cuaches-very properly ridiculed; and no native anQler

under fifty is now to be found in the whole realm

of CockaiQne who ever walked twenty miles in one

day. either on business or pleasure. in his life. Pretty

milk-maids. like Maudlin. who can sinQ you a choice

sonQ by Kit Marlow. no 10nQer dwell on the banks .

of the Lea.. Ale-houses. cleanly enouQh. you may

find between Stratford and Ware. but not one with

twenty ballads etuck about the wall: nay. in the

principal houses on the Lea. which are resorted to

by AnQlers. there is not a portrait of Walton to be

seen. The mere cockney anQler knows nothinQ of

Walton; and is utterly incapable of appreciatinQ his

beauties... Barley·wine. the Qood liquor that ourhonest

forefathers did use to drink of; the drink which pre

served their health. and made them live so lon~.

and to do so many good deeds," can scarcely be so good
or so inspiring as in the days of, Walton; since few

of the anglers of the Lea now drink it. like their

honest and amiable predecessors. in the evening.

after their day's sport. but cheer their spirits with

kindred ether-six.pennyworths of gin and water.

The London angler's excursions on the Lea sel·

dom extend beyond the Rye Rouse. about half a

mile to the north.east of Roddesdon; and the inn

there. the King's Arms. is certainly the most plea.

santly situated of all ths houses frequented by an·

glers on that river. The accommodations are also

good; and he who would wish to try a few days'

iishinQ in the Lea. cannot take up his qaarters at a .
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better house. The landeoape ie here pleasinA,

tho~h not Arand nor strik:inA, To the south-east
the view is bounded by a hilly ridAe, well oovered
with wood, between whioh and the river lies a tract
of low fiat pasture. verdant even durinA the lonA
drouAhts of summer, when the sward in upland
places is parohed and brown. The Lea is indeed
partioularly dietinAuiehed by similar tracts of pas.
ture and low meadow-land, extsndinA from a quarter
to half' a mile in breadth, in nearly the whole of
its course between Hertford and the Thames.
On a line summe\' eveninA, when there is a
mellow ambery liAht in the eky, a Aroup of the
numerous cattle whioh are fed in these PeBtures
some drinkinA, others lookinA vaoa.ntly round them
at the river side, where a few low stuntsd willows
or alders overhanA the water,-frequently present a
scene of oa.lm repose, without Ala.re and without dark.
nees, which Cuyp alone has succeeded in truly repre
senl;in~ on canvass. Cooper and Edwin Landeeer
are at the head of their profession as animal
painters, and we should like much to see some of
their Areatsr works - oombats on horseback, and
scenes in the HiAhlands-occasionally relieved by a
cattle piece, on the banks of the Lea, somewhere be·
tween Broxbourn and Amwell.

The extent o£ the water at the Rye-house is
about a mile and a half, from the Black Pool to the
TumblinA Bay. and ie fres to Aentlemen frequentinA
the inn. The subscription to others ie two Auineas

H
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a..year. or half-a-orown for a day'e Dshina. It contains
most of the Dsh co=oDly taken in the Lea. such as

bleak. gudAeons,roach. dace. chub. perch, and pike, and
two or three trout are sometimes cauaht in a season.

In oDe of the rooms of the inn are two drawinas
of trout taken in this water, ODe, which is tolerably
well coloured, bears the artist's name. W. Kilburn,

1779, but no particulars 8S to weiaht; the other, as
we learn from an inscription at the bottom, was
"taken by W. Leverton, in Shepherd's Water, the
Rye, 4th June, 1003. Length 22 inches, weiaht 5 Ibs."

The lucky angler, we believe, belonaed to one of the
London regiments of volunteers, and came down to
the Rye-house to enjoy himself with a day's fishina,

instead of marchina with his regiment to Wormwood
Scrubs, to fire a feu-de-joie in honour of Georae the
Third's birth·day. The parlours of two or three other
"Anglers' inns," lower down the river, are aleo ameed

with drawinas of larae trout, weighing from five to
eiaht pounds, which have been taken in the water
belonging to the house which they ornament. None
of them, however, appear to have been captured

within the last or the present reian, but .have been
taken

". . . , . when Georae the Third was kin~,"

Thouah at every "Angler'S inn; apocryphal ac

counts are current of large trout- of five to eight
pounds weiaht-being cauaht' each season in the ad
joining water, yet the fortunate angler who has per
formed the feat is never to be met with. A trout,
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wei~g seven pounds, • killsd-by a blow from

a mill-wheel-in the -Lea, in the spring of 18K; and

every ~ iri~eeper,' from Hertford' to BlacJcwall, is

. reBdy' to ewetl.r1lhat it was caught ·with·a tly in hi.

water. Old TirO ':Bates, 'of W Bltham, who certainly

has the eyes of a lynz for seeing through water,

decla.res that he frequently sees trout as long as

your arm, and weighing at least a dozen pounds,

playing about; but on such occasions he is, as he

says, so unluoky as to be always alone. In plain

truth, the Lea ie good for nothing as a trou!;.stream;

and though, during the season, in a COlll'Be of twenty

miles, three or four dozen may be taken, by the

eame number of anglers, who alwaye try for a trout

whenever they are informed where one liee; yet he

who goes out to the Lea expressly for the sake of

angling for trout, will be very likely to return dis.

appointed, ninety-nine timee out of a hundxed. The

next time any gentleman eucceede in taking two

"brace" of troute in one day, no matter how small

they may be, the proprietor of the water where they

are caught ought to publish the fact in the Gazette.

About two miles below the Ry~house,is PaAe's, the

.. Eel and Pike," which used to be much frequented
by anglers, and to whioh there belongs about a mile

of water, free to those' who frequent the house. A

mile lower down than PaAe's, is the Crown, Brox

bourn Bridge, a housewhich is respectably conducted,

and where the angler will meet with comfortable

quarters; always providlld tha. he is not a stranger,

Coog'
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who drope jn on a Saturllay night, for then'e~
bod is en!~ed, Illld room ,pcoupied .bJl ~e regula;,
customers of ~e house. -.rhq come fr~m London 0;0.

the Saturdf.yevening, iD. Qrder .to be at tl1.ei:r fe.vori.tG:
.. swim" bet!me~on the Sunday morning: ~os~.whQ

take their refreshment at the house Pave the liberty
of fishing in tho water belonging to it, which extends
nearly two miles. Tickets. at a guinea each. for
Weston's SUbscription Water. Xing's Weir. lower
down tho river. may be had here, This water-which
is the most streamy of any in the Le_in addition
to that of the Crown, affords a good ch8J:1ce of sport;
and the angler who is in the habit of visiting Brol(,
bourn, will do well to become a eubscriber, Between
Weston'e and Waltl),am Abbey there is another sub
scription water, where leave to anAle may be ob
tained on the same terms. In the government water.
both above and below Waltham Abbey, anglinA is
prohibited: and the next subscription water. lower
down the river, is that known as Shury Carpenter's,
where the privilege of anglinA is also to be obtained
on payment of a guinea per annum. The annexed
engraving represents Flander's Weir, on this water.
To this succeeds Cook's Fe:ry. a subscription water,
extending about a mile each Vlay. above and below
the house, Th~ subscription 1Dr trollinA, and angling
here is a guine~' pQ,l; annUJ:Q.; and. to angle.... only halt
that sum. Low~: down are· th~ IDue Houie'~
Hughe's, Ferry.Hou!,e,~TotteDha.m,MilIlr, eotb,>. sub
scription :waters. FrOm the ,termmatiQD. of the latter
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to the Lea BridAe. the fishmA is free; and there is
certe.iDly no want of non-subscribers to avail them.
selves of the liberty. The Horse and Groom, at Lea
BridAe. and the Wbite Rouse, between there and
Stratford. are both frequented by anAlers. but the
water in their vicinities do not contain so many nor
so larAe fish as are taken hiAher up. The Lea is
fished to ite very mouth. at Blackwell; but few pel'
sons anAle below Stratford who have opportunity of
AoinA hiAher up. The anAler here. as we learn from
an excellent authority. "is continually annoyed by
the many passenAers. as to 'What sport?' 'Do the
fish bite?' and other rude interroAatione." Blackwall
certainly is not a polite neiAhbourhood; and the
sensitive anAler, tremblinAlY alive to insult as his
float to a bite, has but too often his fealinAs wounded
by impertinent queries and vulAar S&1'C8Bms. But.
while sufferinA under such inflictions. let the victim
remember: "Rope and Patience support the Fish.
erxnan.'-

In most of the subscription waters above men
tioned the subscriber is not allowed to fish in what
manner he pleases, but is restricted in his use of
live and spinninA baite to particular months. Trout,
as has been observed, are .eeldom oauAht in the Lea.
and barbel are not often taken above BroxbourD.
The Lea, duriDA the eeason. affords tolerably Aood
trolliDA for jack; and ie well supplied with bleak.
AudAeons. roach. dace. perch. and chub; and he who
is fond of anAlinA for such fish-inest sua Aratia
parvis - will ecarcely find a better river. Indeed
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there is no river of its extent in the kingdom which

contains.a greater variety of the fish which are sought

after by the angler. The salmon sometimes enters

the Lea; and there are taken in it trout, pike, perch,
barbel, carp, tench, roach, dace, chub, bream, bleak,

minnows, loach, AudAeons, flounders, and eels'.

Though the fish mostly caught are not of the first

quality-of such, AudAeons bsinA the best-yet the

'quantity is considerable. BeeinA how assiduously

this river is fished, without intermission all the year

through, it is e. matter of surprise that the fish

lIhollid continue lIO numerous. It is, however,

likely that a great number of them are not bred

in the Lea, but enter it from the Thames.

To the indefatigable gudgeon and roach fishers of

the Lea, we beg to co=end the following stanza

of an old ballad;

"You that fish for dace and roaches,
Carps or tenches, bonus noches,
Thou wast borne betweene two dishes,
When the Friday signe was Fishes.
.Anglers' yeares are made and spent
.All in Ember weekes and Lent.

Breake thy rod about thy noddle,
Throw thy wormes and flies by the pO'~e,

Keepe thy corke to stop thy bottle;
Make straight t;,hy hooke, and be not afeard

To shave his beard;
That, in wse of started stitchee,
Rooke and line may mend thy breeches: •

• Llewellyn's Men Miracles, 1656.
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CHAPTER III.

AN EVENING AT lo'HE RYE·HOUSE.

HAVlNG occasion to be in London. with a view
to forwardinA the publication of the AnAler'e Souve.
nir. we went out to the Lea. about the let of October
last. to have a day'e fiehinA. in company with two
friends-Mr. William Simpeon, of the firm ofSimpson

and Co.• a native of. and resident in. the great oity;
and Mr. Ale%8Jlder Tweddell. a far.away cousin of
our own. who happened to be in London on a visit
ft'om the north. Aft.er a tolerable day's sport. we
spent the eveninA at the Rye House, when the con·

versation. as miaht be supposed. was chiefly about
anAlinA. As none of the party expected that the
eveninA discourse would be made publio. each was
unprepared to make a display; but just followed the
ball of conversation as it was bandied about. without

.detainina it until he had delivered himself of a lonA

set speech. whioh possibly miaht have been in pre
paration for a month, and found. on beinA held forth.

to be both stale and dry. A Aentleman of the press.
who. like ourselves. had come out to have a day's
fishiDA. at this dull time of the year. when parliament
is not sittinA. and nothinA int.erestinA hatched either

. at home or abroad. happened to ocoupy the email
parlour-which was only separated ft'om that in
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which we were seated by a wooden partition.-a.nd
heard the whole of our conversation. which, as he
had no company. he carefully took down in shorl;
hand. in the reAular way of business. intendinA t~

interweave a few of his own graces. and show up
the party in a newspaper or magazine. just as he
miAht feel himself in the humour to cut down or
extend the article. He len; betimes in the morniuA.
to save the seven o'clock coach at Hoddesdon, at';er
giving to the waiter the fcllowing note. with orders
to deliver it at breald'e.et>time. addressed.

"To the Piscato:ry Trio. Rye-House."

" Gentlemen.

"Happening last niAht to occu.py the small par·
lour adjoininA that in which you held your pisce.
tory session. I was an auditor. malAre moi. of the
whole ofyour conversation; of which, as I was alone
and had nothing better to do. I took ample notes.
in a professional way. with a view of furnishinA
either a qwzice.l. report for the - Newspaper. or
a spriAhtly article for the - Me,Aazine. as fancy
miAht suAAest on re-examination of my materials.

"I do not. however. wish to act towa.rds you with
incivility. more especially as the younA Scotchman.
when I met him at the water.side yesterday. was so
kind as to offer me a cigar from his box, when. seeing
that he had steel and tinder with him. I only asked
for a liAht-an insts:Dce of liberality which. unless
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1 had witnessed it myself, I. should eca.rce1y have

believed one of his nation would have afforded. I

therefbre beg to make you the ti:rst offer of a lair
transcript of my notes for the sum of five pounds;

which is much less than I could obtain for them after

a few heightening touches of my own-placing a
cap and bells on each of your heads. or putting a

few good puns into your mouths-e.nd serving your
conversation up to the public. through either of the

channels aforesaid.

"Should I not hear from you by to-morrow after
noon. I shall conclude that my offer is declined.

I am. &0. &0.
- -, Reporter.

As we chanced at this time to be in want of a
"night:' whose shadss might give relief to the dey

of the "Angler's Souvenir:' we determined. with the
free consent of our friends Simpson and Tweddell,

to accede to this modest proposal, with a view to its

insertion in our work then groaning under the press.
On: our return to town, we dispatched a note, the

same evening, to Staple's Inn, stating that Mr. -'s
offer was accepted; and desiring that the MS might be
sent, as soon as convenient, to Mr, Tilt, Fleet-street,
where the sum agreed on would be duly paid., In
two days the suQjoined report of our sitting was
sent as directed; and is here given without addition
or abridgment The only corrections necessary were

in the names of the parties, in which the reporter
I
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had cOIDImtted a few venial errors: - for instance,

designating Tweddell as "Mr. Saunders," from having

heard us once or twice familiarly address him as

" Sandy;" calling Simpson "Mr. Simons," and wag

gishly locating him as a slop-seller, in Roundsditch;

and writing oureelves "the Ola Fisher," in conse

quence of mistaking our surname for a mere agno.

men, cr professional designation. 'l'he songs, which

were a good deal mangled, are restored, under the

revision of Mr. Tweddell.

REPORT OF THE EVENING SI'ITING OF A
PISCATORY TRIO, AT THE KING'S ARMS,
RYE-HOUSE,

The speakers, Simpson, Tweddell, and Fisher,

dined at four; and at five business co=enced by

SIMPSON proposing a toast: "To the pious and

i=ortal memory of Izaak Walton:'

(Bumpers-pinta-of old Staffordshire ale, drank in

solemn silence,)

FISHER, (after 11 deep sigh, to recover his breath,)

-A toast worth drinking - in the "language of the

cabaret," as a great man called Shakespeare's phrase

-"pottle deep." A noble subject! and better ale I

scarcely ever drank, - colour of a beautiful amber,

clear as sherry, and fragrant as a handful of new

picked hops - a perfect nosegay, Observe that

wasp, whose wings are rather stiff with rheumatic

pains-caught by being out late these chill October

\
\

i



eveninAs-how he is enJoyinS himself at the bottom

of my Alass. There, the ale has warmed hi. heart.

and away he flies, brisk as a bee that keeps hum

minS soft; nonsense to the flowers in July. I will

thank you to Sive the toast ~ain. Simpson.

SIMPSON.-I have no objection; but I beA to de

cline drinkinS it ~ain in ale.

TWEDDELL.-And so do 1. I have no objection to

drink it ~ain in a tumbler of toddy, if there be any

Sood whiskey to be had here.

SIMPSON.-ThouAh you may praise this ale. Mr.

Fisher, I confess that I think it rather too old. For

the rest of this eveninS,

.. I abandon sll ale
And beer that is stale;'

and if no whiskey is to be had. I shsll be Alad to

join you, Mr. Tweddell, in a bottle of black strap.

LiAht dinner wines,-abominable compounds of perry

and eiAhteen-penny Cape-are my aversion. I won

der how any person who drinks of them escapes the

choler...

TWEDDELL.-I am willinA.

SIMPSON. - Waiter, a bottle of your best port.

You know whers to find it. Of the same that I had

last Thursday. A bottle of sherry at the same time;

I like a Alass of sherry to a ciAar. Let me have one

of your Ravannahs, Tweddell.

FISRER.-I w.... only in jest when I proposed the

other pint, .... I knew that you would both shy at it.

Good ale is now sca.rcely to be had, the more is the



pity; for most beneficial :in former times were its
effects on the Aenius and morals of the nation, as
we learn from the old sonA;

.. Give a 8cholar of Oxtord a pot of sixtesn,
And put him to prove that an ape has no tail,

And sixteen times bettsr his wit will be seen
Ifyou fetch him from Botley a pot of Aood ale.

.. Thus it helps speech and wit, and hurts not a whit
But rather doth further the virtues morale;

Then think it not much if a little I touch
The Aood moral parts of a pot of Aood ale.

.. To the church and reliAion it is a Aood friend,
Or else our forefathers in wisdom did 1B.il,

Who at every mile, next to the church stile,
Bet a consecrate house to a pot of Aood ale."

BIMPBON.-Go on.
FIBHER-I cannot. The ale is out, and, as always

happens in such a case, my recollection Aone. But
drink what you please,-toddy, brandy and water, or

black strap, I em willinA to join you. Any of the.

usual potations in this part of the country I can
bear, except Ain. The real cream of the valley, at

three pence a quartsrn, should only be drank in .. the

valley below."

(Enter waiter, with a couple of decanters of wine.)

SIMPBON.-Now till, and I will aAain Aive you
the Memory of the .. BaAe beniAn."
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FlSHER-.A~ain, I drink it with pleasure. Deserv.

edly does the honest an~ler call him .. father," and

happy are his sons who waJk in the path of their
worthy puent. A spirit of cheerful piety pervades his
whole book; and, as he instructs us how to angJ.e, he
interweaves his precepte with descriptions and reBee
tions which teach us how to live happily and die well.

His book is like one of the deli~tful scenes which

he describes with so thOl'OU~ a feelin~ of their quiet
beauties. A pleasant meadow, with a stream run

nin~ past it, bounded by low woody hills; field
Bowers bloomin~ s.mon~ the ~s and perfumin~

the air; with boys and ~ls C1'Oppin~ cOWlllips, cul
kerkeyes, and-lilies, to make Bulands to welcome in

the merry month of May. I could almost wish that

L had lived in those days, to have ~one a fishin~

with the ~ood old man, whose humour was "to be

free and plsasant, and civilly merry;" to have lis

tened to his reminiscsnces of lBB.Tned and pious
Dr. Nowell, cheerful Sir Henry Wotton, holy Master

Geo~e Herbert, witty Dr. Donne, or reverend Bishop

Sanderson; to have eaten a piece of powdered beef

and a radish with him, to breakfast under a syCBr
more tree; drank a cup of ale, and borne a part in a

catch with him in the evenin~ at the house of a

clea.J+ly, handsome, and oivil hostess, in oompany
with a downright witty companion, who had come
out purposely to pe pleasant, and eat a trout; and

then, after biddiD~ "Good night to everybody," to
have retired to bsd, where the sDow-white sheets,
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of the land.1ady'e own spinning, smelt of lavender

But•

.. A changa comes o'er the spirit of my dream,"

The low woody hills have beoome mounts.i.Ds, s.nd

the boys s.nd girls s.re chs.nged into a flock of black.
fs.ced sheep, with s. sun.freokled. red·haired lad, in s.

blue bonnet. herding them; the bros.d meadow is

reduced to a ns.rrow Alen, through whioh a noisy
stream is cs.reering like s.n untamed Highland poney;

s.nd I fanoy that I hes.r s. voice addressing the ls.rk,
which is hovering in full song s.bove her nest on the
mounts.i.D side.-

"Bird of the wilderness. blithsome and oumberless.
O. to abide in the desert with thee'"

I wish that I were home ags.in,

8IMP80N,-You s.re disposed, I think. to .. ps.s.

toralize a little,' However highly you may admire
Walton's book. it is not in much repute among the

s.nglers who fish in the Lea. It is not considered a
prs.ctical work; s.nd I hs.ve known some who, in con·
sequenoe of hes.ring it much prs.ised, have bought
a copy, s.nd. aft.er trying to read it through, have

thrown it s.side with expressions of surprise that
s.ny person-except s. priest or a church·going old

msid-eould admire it.
FISHER.-What oan be expected from men who

"blow brains" and fish on a Sunday? Walton'e Angler

used to be a very ecarce book in the north. Indeed

until MaJor published his beautiful edition in 1823.

~-- .. _.._-- -
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I never had been able to call a copy my own. The'

Society for promotin~ Christian Knowled~e ou~tt"

print an edition of this book. in order that copies

mi~t be ~ven-to~etherwith the Book of Co=on

Prayer and the Whole Duty of Man. as at preeentr

to promisin~ lads who have a taste for an@inA, on

their leavin~ echooL Should it not improve them

much in the "~entle art;' it would at least afford

them many· useful lessons in the "art of bein~ viJ).

tuous and happy." Sheridan was fond of readin~

Walton. as we learn from the Introduction to MaJor's

edition, and used to take a copy with him. when he

travelled, as a pos~aise companion. I can scarcely

conceive how any person could enjoy Walton amidst

the joltinA and rumblin~of a post-chaiee; and for my

own part would as soon think of enjoyin~ the" Plea.

sures of Rope" in a bell-loft durin~ a full peal

Walton ie best read in eolitude; and he will bear

readin~ in all seaaons, Read him in the house, in

winter. and you will enjoy eummer in anticipation;

read him in eu=er. in the open ai~n a hill-side,
by the banks of a stream. under a tree. eeated at

eaae in the deee- of a hay-stack, or reclinin~ in

a clover field, - and your heart will drink in the
lovelineee of the eeaeon with increase of pleasure.

and will expand with ~titude towarde that Power

which framed the ~oodly thinAs of the earth for our
enjoyment. "Live ever, eweet book, the silver

im~e of his Aentle wit!"

• The Dook io a stack trom which the hay baa been eut.
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BIMPBON.-! highlya.dmi.re Walton's work my·self.
thouAh I do not make it the text-book for a lay

sermon over a bottle of wine.

FIBHER.-You have not muoh taste for sermons, I
believe, whether lay, extempore, and over a bottle;
or clerical, savouring ofthe lamp, and over a oushion.
But to have done with sermoni.zinA.-This is a tole
rably pleasant place. Bimpson, for a bachelor like
yourself to spend a few days at, and basket a stone
or two of roach, or half a dozen brace of jack, sinos
you have nothing better that is oome-at-able near
London at this time of year. Do you ever fish fly
for trout now?

BIMPBON.-o yes, in the season. I subscribe to
two waters whioh afford trout, one at the Wandle,
and the other at the Colne; and I sometimes Aet a
day's fishing in the preserved waters of two mends,
one of whom resides at Mitcham. and the other
near Rickmansworth.

FISHER.-And do you manage to oatch many?
SIMPSON.-Why, as you, who count by dozens,

understand the word. I cannot say that I ~o. But I
have taken, I believe, in those streams in a season
more large trout than ever you caught in beck, burn.
or river, north of the Trent-always excepting' sea..
trout-in your life. In one season, from the 1st of
May to the 1st of September. I have taken with tl:).e
fly three trouts. each weighing upwards of five pounds,
besides two others which weighed three pounds
and a half each.
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FI8B:ER.-In this I must yield you the palm.

I never caught one real yellow.finned burn trout

weighing five pounds in my life. I once. however.
eaw one caught with a minnow, in the Eden. near

8alkeld. which was twenty·two inohee long. and
weighed five pounds and a· quarter; and I knew
a person who took one in the Tweed. with a net.
which weighed nearly seven pounds. The trout. in
such streams in the northern counties as I am ac·

quainted with, are not so larAe as those caught in
the trout-streams within thirty miles of London.
But, to make amends. the By.fisher there counte his
take by the dozen. while here he is fortunate who

in a day catohes three "brace:' I have frequently
killed four dozen in a morning. between daylight
and nine o'clock, and as many in the evening. be·

tween fo~ and ten. During this last seasoD.. on
Monday, 21st July, after a hell.vy rain onthe preoeding

8aturday. a friend of mine oaught thirteen dozen.
between five in the morning and three in the after.
:nCl.O~' He had on three Biee, which he never
.~g9d dur1D.g the whole. replacing those which he
lost:wi1,R others of the same kind. For his stretcher
he' had a grouse-hackle; for the middle' dropper. a
'1iy with a brown body of bear's fur, and "blea," or

leaden coloured wings; and for his highest dropper,
a red hackle.

TWEDDELL. - This is something like fishing;

but almost any one. man or boy, who has the use of
hie arms, and can throw five yards of line into the

It
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water, without the inatructions of a scientifio teacher.
may catch trout by fishing well up a stream aft;er a

spate or Jresb. though not in such qua:o.tities aa a

proficient in the art. The true secret of old BY'.

flehers, who scarcelY' ever return with a light oreel,

is only to go to the water when, from long observa
tion, they are almost certain that trouts will rise.
An old fly.fisher, who lived near Sanquhar, and

whom I have often flshed with, up Spank and down
Orawick, in Ken, Scar, and Yeochall, once told me,

when I was questioning as to the secret of his suc

cess, that for a gill of whiskey he would tell me

how I miAht always succeed.-It was a bargain.
.. Ne'er fish but when trouts are hungry, and fish

aye where they 're plenty." 'But how am I to know
that?' .. In troth:' replied he, .. I canna vena well

tell yeo But ye 11 no find mony within twa miles

0' where ye can see at ae gliff, a manse, a mill, and

a public, nor nigh a place where tinklers often camp.

Trouts dinna seem inclined to take their meat
for a fortnight after sheep-washin', nor when the

water's vena high or vena low, They <linna feed

freely outher on a warm bright day nor on a cauld

dark ane; and the feck 0' them keep a black fast

in a' weathers, atween Michaelmas and Easter." I

have seen a lad sit down by the water.side, near

the head of Yeochan, and, with a few threads from

his bonnet, and the feather of a curlew, dress a fly

on a co=on hook-not to a length of gut clear as

the thread of the gossamsr and almost as fine, but
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to a dingy liDlc of live cow'a hair. for he had no

thouaht of playinA with tha trouta.-nd then, with

a rouAh hazel rod. about nine feet 10nA, and a line

to match, beAin liahinA; and in two houra catch &II

many trouta as aome cockney .lIy.flahera, whoae rod.
.lIiea, and tackle may have coat them tan pounds,

take in a whole a8UOn.

8IMJ'80N.-What you a"" provea that in atreama
where trouta are eo plentiful not much akill ia

required to take them. May we not, then, conclude,

that the beat fly·fishers are to be found in London,

as they are confined to anllie in watars where the

fish are scaroe. and so shy as only to be caullht

with the finest tackle skilfully manaAed 7

TWEDDELL. - You may conclude ao: and, upon

the same Ilrounds. you may also infer that cockney.

sportsmen. who ranlle the fields within ten or fifteen

ro.iles of London, where partridlles are scarce and
shy, are .the best shota.

FISHER. - I know that there are excellent fly.

fishers in London; but the best. I am inclined to
think. did not acquire their craft in tbe Colne or tbe

WandIe. tboullh they may now and tben occasionally
basket a few heavy trout from those streams. Chantrey

can throw a lonll line cleverly, either for trout or

salmon; but he was a proficient in the art, havinll

killed many a trout in Dovedale, before he came to
London. and I doubt if he be improved much eince

he became an R. A. Sir Waltar Scott has mentioned.
but where I for/let, Chantrey's partiality to sal.

.'
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mon.fishinA; md, as I have the words down in
my pocket-book, I will read them. - "We have
ourselves seen the first eculptor in Europe when
he had taken two salmon on the same morn
inA, and can well believe that his sense of seltim
portance eJl:ceeded twenty-fold that which he felt on
the production of any of the masterpieces which
have immortalized him."

TWEDDELL,-I think I have heard you say that
you did not acquire your awn lclowledAe of tty.fish
inA in London, Mr. Simpson.

SIMPSON.-True. When a boy, I was at school
near Cotheretone. in Yorkshire, and it was there. in
the Tees, and in a sms.ll stream which ran clos8 to

our maeter's house, that I first commenced anAler.
I did not commence tty.fieher at once. but reAularly
advanced throuAh a course of minnow.tishinA, with
a line of packthread and a farthinA hook; and I well
recollect my firet trial for perch, with a new rod and
a tine hair line, when I cauAht 1ifteen. and thouAht
myself a first-rate anAler; and certainly felt myself
one of the happiest of human beinAs. After this
succeesful commencement. with somethinA like a
reAula.r anAler's taoJde, s.ll my leisure hours and
holidays. when the weather s.llowed, were spent in
tiehinA; and ae I manaAed to take a Aood many eels.
perch. dace, and brandlinA trouts. I became a favorite
with the muter's wife. who was a Areat economist.
and reAularly eerved up my eveninA'e take for dinner
the next day, and I frequently obtained. throuAh her
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intercession. a holiday, to go a fishinA- My leellOZlll

in lIy-fishing were taken under our drlnriDg-maater.
as great a proficient in the art as ever I met with,

and in hie compe.ny I have fished in the Wear. in
the neighbourhood of Stanhope and Wal8inAham:
in the Greta: in the Swale, nesr Catterick: and
at Richmond; as well sa in the Tees, from Piera
bridge to the Wheel or Wee!, above Middleton.
Trouts were not plentiful in the Wear then, twenty
eight years ago; and I understand that they have
since become more scarce, nay almost eJttinct in

the upper part of the e12'ea:m., in consequence of the

water from the lead mines. The Tees used to afford
tolerably good sport from Cotheretone upwa.rd8,
though it used to be sometimee netted by the mi.

ners about Middleton. The HWeeL- about ten mile.

above Middleton, is a deep pool above two miles
lonA. and containing e:zcellent trout. The country
is the most wild and desolate that I ever beheld.
and I have been at the head of Bcnrowdale, and
croseed Dartmoor,- but the Cau1<hon Snout, where
the stream dashes from the Weel over a auocesaion of
falls, and the HiAh Force, five miles above Middleton,
where the stream leaps, at one bound, from a ledge
of rocks sixty feet high, sre well deserving of the
attention of the tourist who happens to be within
twenty milee of the place. Once, durinA a vacation,
when I did not return home, I spent a week with
our drawing-master, who w.... reaiding with his ftoiende
at Richmond. We went out together one day to an

"
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.excellent trout-stream, near Burton Constable, about

seven miles to the .southward, and were following
our sport to our great satisfaction, for the trouts

were large and rose well, when a countryman
came up, and attempted to take my companion's

rod from him as a trespasser who was fishing without

leave. This, of course, was resisted, and a struggle

ensued, in which the s.rtist,-who was but weakly,

while his antagonist was a big powerful fellow,-was

likely to come off only second best. when I, a stout

lad of sixteen, joined as thirdsman in the fray, and

turned the scale. We soon got the countryman- a

great hen-hearted fellow-down; and without any

regard to what is called fair play, pummelled him

well when we had him down; but that was not long,
for he soon recovered his legs, and ran off; while we,

who were swifter of foot, gave chase, and belaboured

him with the butt end of our rods right across the

field, till he esoaped by dashing head foremost

through a regular bullfinch hedge, like an ox stung

by hornete, We e.fl;erwards learnt that the fellow

had no right to interfere with us, and had only wished

to get a good rod at a cheap rate. But for once the

Yorkshireman was bit.
FISHER.- Youth is certainly the period when a

love of the fine arts, including angling, is most easily

and most naturally inspired, and a practical know
ledge of :them most readily attained. The pliant

fingers of youth, from ten to sixteen, are peculiarly

adaptE'd to tying delicate knots, whipping on hooks,
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and dressing flies; and he who first begins to learn
those minor branches of s.n &nAler's art a.fter his

hs.nd is "set," seldom performs his work with neat·
ness, and nevsr with ease. And then to see a gen.

tleman who has arrived at yeare of discretion
taking lessons in managing the rod and throwing
gracefully a long line, is about as good as a peep
at Mr. Deputy Hopkins, who never learned to

dance till alter he was married. practising & qua.
drille, for the Mansion.House ball, with his coat
and wig oft ¥ost of our practical books on angling
are written, not for the "instruction s.nd improve
ment of youth," but for the edification of elderly
gentlemen, who are presumed never to have had a

rod in their hands before; and the dry.nurse of a
teacher "begins at the beginning" aceordinAlY. I think
it would be worth any professor's whVe to opsn s.n

Angling Aoademy at Peerless Pool, City Road. when
it is no longer used for bathing, to teach grown gen.
tlemen the use of the long rod,-applying a birch
one, solito loco. when needful, to dull or re:f\:aotory
pupila,-with examples of the art of whipping with·
out cracking off the fiy.-How did you succsed in
your trolling to-day, Tweddell?

TWEDDELL.-Very badly. I only caught one
jack a.fter a two hours' trial; and when I thought to
change my gorge hook for a snap, I was nearly

another hour before I could fix my bait as the

bock directed, and then the best part of the day
was gone. I do not wonder at my not catching a
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sscond one, rOT I mUllt comellll that, efte1' I had suc
ceeded in fixing my hocks and sewing up the

gudgeon's mouth, it presented s.nytbing but a tempt

ing appes.ra.nce. I had handled the bait rather too

roughly, and when all was ready for a cast, it was

not UD1ike a bruised sprat, bristling with Books, and
more likely to deter than to allure. No. pike, how.

ever hungry, I felt assured, could behold it without

aversion, if not terror, so I took it off agsin. An
old gentleman who came up, and perceived that I

was a novice at jack-fishing, invited me to take a

seat in his boat, which was then lying just below the

Tumbling Bay; and with one of his rods I caught

two dozen of roach, whilst-we smoked our cigars,

and talked of the comparative excellence of Silvas

and Woodvilles, of fishing and shooting in the High

lands, and things in general. Next to fly-fishing, I

should prefer trolling for jack, but I have never

practised the latter branch of angling, and I could

scarcely expect much sport in my first attempt. I

did not choose to follow in the wake of either of

you, and receive- your instructions at the moderate

charge of being laughed at. But what success have
you two had?

SIMPSON.-I caught three brace and a half of jack,

and Fisher three brace, all by trolling; and this, con·

sidering that the water is so clear, and has still so

many- weeds in it, is tolerably good sport for a

five hours' bout at the co=encement of the season.
They were all rather small, under four pounds,

except one of those caught by Fisher, which r think
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will nQt weiAh muoh less than nine pounds. I

have not sesn a better tale~n in the Lea this season.

I had a run with one. whioh. from the Alanos I had

of him as he.turned. I should talee to be larAer; but

thouAh he had ple~ty of time to pouoh. I failed to
hook him.

FI8HER-I had twenty minutes' Aood play with

the larAest pike. for my tackle was rather of the

finest. and he was stronA and pulled hard. I nearly
lost him onoe, just as I had brouAht him near the
sbore. s.nd was preparinA to Aet his head into the
landinA net. Alarmed at the sight of the net. bis

fear Aave him new strenAth. and be went off with a

plunAe which I thouAht bad broken all away; but
my tackle beld good. It was bis last effort. for s.tter
he had run off a.bout thirty yards of line. I felt him

AettinA weak. when I turned him and drew him to

land fiUrly exhausted. He was dead beat, and when
I Aot him into the net. he soarcely moved a fin.

8IMP80N.-ThouAh the oookney anAler may not
take so many nor so fine fish as are oauAht in the
north, yet he enjoys a greater variety of sport. I
suppose there is not much trolling in ths neighbour

hood of Sanquhar. Mr. Tweddell?
TWEDDELL.-Very little. The strsams ars too

rapid there to afford much harbour for pike. or ged. as

they are frequently called in Dumfries-shire. They are.
however. caught in several streams in the lower part

of the oounty about Dumfries; and I have known
them frequently taken in lochs with night-lines; but

L
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trolling is not much practised in Scotland. I think

I shall be tempted to try it in the Lochar, as I

return home, It contains plenty of fine pike, but

anglers there seldom try to catch them except with

night-lines.

FISHER.-We will now basket the pikes, if you

please. Mr. Simpson, you are a regular l;>otUe.stop

per-a perfect cork-paBs the wine; and, Tweddell,

wet your whistle, and give us a song. I wish I had

brought my pipes to London with me. How the fish

would have-pricked up their ears, I was going to
say~"vaggsd their little tails," to a merry lilt on

the Union pipes, played from a punt on the Thames

or the Lea; while the performer had a cigar in his

mouth, his eye on the float, and his foot on his rod.

Why, this would almost equal the performance of

the travelling musician who plays on six instru

ments at once, or that of the notable servant girl,

who could,

"Whistle and knit,
l.nd carry the kit,

And hameward drive the kye.'·

But I hear, by y01ll' hum, that you are in voice and

ready. Come, lay your cigar down, and off at score.

TWEDDELL.-Have a minute'e patience, till I

can recollect the words, and I will give you a
.. Fisher's Galt" I am not S1ll'e that I can go through

it without breaking down, for I have never yet sung
it in company, though I have now and then crooned

over a few lines to myself. You know the writer
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well, an old anAlinA crony of yours; but you cannot

have heard the eonA before, ae mine ie the only

copy that he has Aiven to anyone,

THE ANGLER'S REVEILLE,

Old Winter ie gone, and young Spring now comee
trippinA;

Sweet flowere are sprinAing wherever ehe treade ;
While the bee, hovering o'er them, keepe hummin!\

and eipping.
And birds eing her welcome inwoodlands and meade.

The enow-wreath no more on the hill-side ie lying;
The leaf.bude are bursting, bright green, on each tree;

Ho, anAlers, arouse yeJ the etreams are worth trying,
Fit your rode, and away to the fishinA with me!

Haste away! haste away! for the southwind is blowinA
And rippling so gently the face of the stream.

Which neither too full nor too fine yet is flowing,
Now clouded, now bright with a SUD-shiny Aleam.

At the foot of the fall, where the briAht trouts are
leaping,

In the stream where the current is rapid and stronA.
Or just by the bank where the skeAAers seem sleepinA.

There throw your fly liAht, and you cannot throw

wronA·

There's joy in the chase, over hedge and ditch flying;
'Tis pleasant to bring down the grouse on the fell;

The partridge to baa, through the low stubble trying;
The pheasant to shoot as he flies through the dell.
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But what are such joys to the pleasure of st:rayinJ
By the side of a stream, a long line throwing free,

The sa.lm.on and trout with p. neat fly betraying?
Fit your rods, and away to the :fishing with me !

To awa.ken the IDil£maid, the cock is yet crowing,
She was out late last niAht, with young HodAe, at

the fair-
To be milk;ed yet the cows in the loaning are lowing;

We '11 be at our sport ere young Nelly be there.
The weather is prime, and the stream in good order;

Arouse ye, then, anglers! wherever you be,-
In Scotland, in Ireland, in Wales, on the Border.

Fit your rode, and away to the :fishing with me!

FISHER-Good!

"In Scotland, in Ireland, in Wales, On the Border,
Fit your rode, and away to the :fishing with me '"

Some one has been coDjuring with your song,

Tweddell, for three spirits have already appeared at
the invocation - an anonymous angler in Ireland;
Hansard in Wales; and Stephen Oliver on the Bor
der. But the spell h ... not been sufficiently powerful

to rouse.that in...ter.spirit in Scotland, to whom every
stream and loch is known in that

"Land of the mountain and the flood;"

who at one time may be seen throwing his liAht
fly in the Tweed, by the "lovely levele of holy

l
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Ashieetiel," - coneecrated as having been formerly
the reeidence of Sir Walter Scott,

"For the lore
Of mighty minde do1lh hallow in the core
Of huma.n hearts, the ruin of a wall
Where dwelt the wise and wondrous ... - ;"

at another time wiling the bold trout, Salmo Fero:lt,
from the depths of Loch Awe; and a.non, waking the
echoes with ,a lofty strain, as· he hails the morn,
amidst the wilde of Morven.

SIMPSON.-Four have answered the summons
you forget Capt. Medwin's"AnAler in Wales,"

.FISBEB.-He is a epirit of another clase, who
has approached the circle unbidden. The "AnA!er in
Walss'" why I see not the least trace of the angler
throughout the two volumee. He might as wall have
" unbuckled his mail:-stuffed with fragmente of" t;ra..

vellers' tales," and scraps from the feast of languages,
- at Calcutta, and called his book the "AnAler in
Hindostan." Independent of the misnomer, it is not
written in the spirit of an anAler. How could it?
when the doer, whoever he m~ be, probably never
handled a rod, or felt the inspiration or'the JU't, in
his life. The calm and cheerful spirit, which the love
and practice of anAlinA inspire, is not to be found
in the book. From his "scatterinA his water" on
Byron's ashes, it is not difficult to read his riddle.
The noble bard should have dedicated one of his
poems to his friend-Heaven save us from such friends
-and appointed him one of his executors. Then,

•
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perhaps. Ro~ers. Moore. and HobhoWls. mi~t have
been saved from the blunt. clumsy. sabre of his

se.tire. which only me.n~es, but doss not cut; and
Byron himself not have been shown up by his

lnend as a petulant oozoomb and a 1le.sh ble.ckAuat'd.
I cannot for a momsnt believe that Byron. with all

his faulte. was the despioe.ble cbare.oter that Medwin.
soi.diaant Byron's friend. and An~er in Wales.

represente him.
8I:MPBON,-Te.ke a ci~s.r. Fisher. or you will lose

your temper; and tell WI oalmly what soe.nde.l about
Lot'd Byron it is that moves your bile.

FI8lIER.- I mi~ht then tell you nes.rly all
that is said about him in the book. He is repre
sented on the day that the author of the .. Pleasures
of Memory," and of" Italy," was ezpeoted to call on
him, ot'derin~ his buJ1.do~ and his monkey into the

billis.rd·room. where he· intended to receive his visi
tor, for the purpose of e.nno~ him. When Mr.
Ro~ers entered. it ie said tll.e do~ ruahed furioWlly
at him, and was encoUl'llAed by Byron. while. with·
out noticin~ his visitor, he pretended to ce.ll the
brute of[ At lenAth he thou~ht ~ood to discover
the C&Wle of the allhy ; to kick Ti~er off. and,
press his .. des.r friend" in his s.rms. To the ~reat

entertainment, I conclude - if the story be true

- of the toad·eaters present. who fiattered and
encoU111Aed the noble poet in his wayward follies
as the price of their admission to his society; and

who. when he was in his ~rave, for the sake of

dishonourable ~sin. exposed and exaA~erated his
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follies and bis vices, and held him up to the

contempt of the world. If this story were true,

Byron and his bull-doA should have been served in

the same manner that Lieutenant BowlinA served

Roderick Random's brutal cousin and bis quadruped

auxiliariee. TiAer should have been silenced with a

blow from a shillelah; and bis master floored by a

riAht-handed bit between the eyes, and afterwards

kicked as he lay, ad putorem usque, as a reward

for bis unmanly conduct. I think I know one

livinA poet who would have done it, had he been

served so, and have made the jaoks.ls Arin on the

wronA side of the face had he observed them encou

mAinA the fun by their sardonio smiles, ad exam

plar reAis, after the fasbion of the lion. upon whom

they then fawned, when livinA, but preyed, like

unclean animals as they were, upon bis carcase

when dead. It is no joke to have a bull-doA within

a couple of yards of you. watohinA an opportunity

to rush in and. seize you by the throat. I know what

the feelinA is, and therefore am disposed to think

very indifferently of the man who would wantonly

place another in such a situation. I was once pass

inA over a lonely moor in the north of EnAland,
when I came suddenly upon a Aipsey's encamp

ment, and before I perceived any of the party, a 10nA

backed, bow·leAAed, brindled bull·doA made towards

me, ehewinA bis formidable teeth, and eyes AlarinA

with mAe. I stood still the moment I saw him, end

he wes just croucbinA preparatory to a sprinA, when

his master, who had observed him rush from under
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the cart, ceJ.led him off. "He is a savag&-lookinA

animal:' said I to the man, as the doA skulked slowly

to his r8stinA place. "He is a savage," replied the

man, "and we never let him lowse but in places

where we dinna expect to meet stre.nAers. It's weel

for ye that I saw him sprinA up, or he wad has had

your thropple out afore ye could cry ,Jack Robison.' "

I felt the truth of this at the moment most forcibly,

as I was walkinA. in consequence of the heat of
the day. with no handkerchief on and my neck bare.

I sfl;erwards learnt that the sa.v&ge dispQsition of

this doA was purposely encoura,Aed by his owner,

who occasioneJ.ly smuAAled 8. little whiskey from the

Scottish side into EnAla.nd. for the purpose of keep

inA excisemen at a distance.

SIMPSON.-I am not so sceptical as you a.re.-I ca.n

believe this of Byron.

FISHER.-Can you? Then you entertain more:

uncha.ritable feelings towa.rds his memory than I

do, for what can you think of the man who could
be guilty of such an act of wanton cruelty and

insult to a friend, or acquaintance. if you please.

who wa.s neither young nor strong? To have placed

a pail.ful of water over the door. and thus practically

have Aiven him a cool reception as he entered,

would have been a better joke. and more excusa.ble.

SIMPSON. - I think it the a.ct of a man whose
better feelinAs had been brutalized by havinA little

or no social intercourse with those whose conduct.

or manly reproof. might repress or correct those
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whose expostulation or maDly reproof miAh't correct

those disAra.ceful fteaks which a man of unsettled
mind and capricious temper is liable to indulAe

in. when surrounded only by those who are far
beneath him. or whose only passport to his com

pany ie their perfect compliance with. and applause
of, "everythinA that he says or does. I· have more

than once seen a man of really Aood heart. in a
moment when he forAot himself. Aive pain to a

lonA-tried worthy friend, to Aratify a small knot

of ephemeral acquaintances by whom he happened
to be surrounded.-Were you nevsr cauAht yourself.

scarcely compos, by a Arave old frisnd, leadinA the
revels amonA a Ara.caless crew. whom. in your "sober

senses and in dayliAht. you would be ashamed to

be seen with? and. as he left the room. more in
sorrow than in anAer. have you not joined in the
lauAh which the professed wit of the party raised
at his expsnse?

FI8HER-I am still sceptieaJ. But. even should
a person. not thorouAhly insensible to every better
feelinA. find himself' in the last predicament. would

he not. on retlection. be ashamed of his conduct.
endeavour to make reparation to his friend. and

shun the company of the tlatterere who corrupt
him?

SIMPSON"-ln such manner I believe llyron
would act.

FISHER-Byron's livinA with another man"s wife.
the Countess Guicciola. is as well known as his

J(

,/

/
I

I

.s' 0'-

f
~·:·?,· /

..- /"

-== /
: ,

b Coogle



v
feat of ewimminA across the Hellespont. She had
abandoned for him husband, home, and Aood name
- if there be such a thinA as female reputation in
ltaly;-and yet he is repl'8sented &II speakinA of her
in a most unfeelinA manner to one of his "friends,"
just after she bad passsd them on a ride; "I loved
bel' for three weeks.-what a red:headed thinA it
is!" This .. red.headed thinA:' at the same time,

livinA with him as a wife! Believe this of Byron
who likes, .not I. It is more likely that the reporter
"lies-under a mistake," as Byron himeelf writes,
than that the author of Child Harold was so heartless

a beinA.
SIMPSON.-I am inclined to think that these

aneodotes, which Aive so unfavorable an account of
Byron, bave p~udiced you aSainst the Senerel

merite of the book ae a work on anAlinA.
FIBHER-Work on anAlinA !-thouAh you say you

have looked it throuAh, you cannot have read it, or

you would never allude to it as a work on angling.
Why. there ie nothing in it but what Rammohun

Roy. who never caught a trout in his life, miSbt

bave written with the aid of a sixpenny Art of
Angling. So far from entertaining any prejudice
against the book, I read on past the scandalous anec

dotes about Byron. till I was fairly brouAbt up by a
"Poem" at the end, about Julian and Gizele, the
Pindarries, Zalim, Spahees. .Beils, Ghebres, Goorkhas.

Bringarries, &c. &c. I then fairly saw land. The
"thinS" had been .. done" expressly for the circul....
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ting libraries. with the chance of hooJring an angler

from the title. 'l'here is a capital blunder in his

first volume. where he gives a quotation from Neme

aian. as illustrative of the instinct of a bitch. He

must have picked the pll.lls&.ge up somewhere, ready

cut and dry. for it is evident he cannot have read

the context. The poet means that a bitch. when her

whelpe B.1'E' surrounded by a circle of fire. will rescue

the best first. from an instinctive knowledge of ite

excellence. The original pass&.ge.-

" .... rapit rictu primum. portatque cubili.
Mox alium. max deinde alium. Sic conscia mater
Segregat egregia= sobolem virtutis amore,"-

he ignorantly renders:

. wHh opening jaws, first one,
And then another, to her hutch she bears;
The mother, conscious of their danger, thus
With-an instinctive fondness saves her young,"

Conscious of their danger! What a wonderful instance
of instinct in the bitch, and of sagacity in the

plumeless biped-or unplumed rather, for he appears

to have been feathered once-who discovered such

a meaning in the lines! - Send ths bottle round.

Sandy. 'why are you looking so glum?-Angler in

Wales, whoever thou art. Valea.!

TWEDDELL.-I am not looking glum, I am only

getting weary of your lengthy criticism on the

.. Angler in Wales," I have read some very clever
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e:rtracts from it, and I tbi:ck every author baa a
riAht to prefix what title he pleases to his book.

FISHER. - Do you? Then if 'Anglin~: 'Angling
Recollections: and so forth, prove· taking titles. we
will soon have A~ers in Italy. France, Hoiland.
Germany, Egypt, America, Africa, and New South
Wales-that there are sevwal pocke~an@ers in the
le.tter colony. on public service, is well known;-and
even le.dies who keep e. journal of their travels, and
produce twins-handsome foolsce.p octe.vos-every
twelvemonth. will be tempted to usher in the ..ho~
pressed de.rlin~s" as the production of an .. An@er;"
an e.ppeile.tion which me.y, in another sense, be

correot. as the word is Epicoene. should the fe.ir
e.uthoress be e. spinster.

SIMPSON.-He.ve you seen Hansard's" Trout and
Salmon Fishin~ in Wales?"

FISHER. - Why need you ask. when you, know
the.t I buy every. new book on anAUnA the.t e.ppee.rs?
It is e. perfect Aa.zetteer of every la.ke and stree.m
in the Principality. at once so e.mple and so e.ocurate
the.t I suspect the author must he.ve bsen several
yeare eng~ed in the Ordn~ce Survey. I see the.t
he has resumed in his book e. considerable portion
of the e.rticle .. An~linA:' which he must be.ve fur·

nished to ;Brewster's EdinburAh Enoyclopredie.. No
an@er should ~o into Wales without te.king :Mr.

Hansard's book in his pocket. The" An@er in Ire

land" e.ppeare to have he.d excellent sport; but I
really do not perceive the consistency of his me.kiDg
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so many hsJ.f apoloAi,es for sa.yinA so much about

anaJjnA, whsn, from the title of his book, we are

led to expect that anaunA would form hie principal
su1{jsct. One miaht suppose that his book wa.s first

written a.s an a.ccount of a tour Aenera.lly, and that the
portions which treat more expressly of anAlinA, were
afterwards dove-ts.iled in. He, however, writes like ons

who could ms.ke alonA and clever ca.st, and who ha.s

a heart to feel all the beauties which lie exposed
to the honest cultivator of the Aentle art. His book
will bear readinA a sscond time, even by one who

may think him too partial to the" =As-.fly," and a

"leetle" too osts.ntatious of chroniclinA his punctual
observance of the .. Sabbath... Were it not for his

statinA that he Aoes to church, I should be SODle
times inclined to suspect him to be .. hired distri
butor of Tracts to some secta.rian .. Society for con

vertinA the Heathen." Stephen Oliver. too, the
Yorkshireman, who ms.klis the Border Counties,
Northumbsrland, Cumberland, and Westmoreland,
the scene of his anaJjnA recollections, now and then

Ai,ves us a touch of tha mock sublime, and writes
a.s if he had just been refreshinA his memory from

Harvey's" Meditations in a Flower Garden." But fill

up a bumper-hsre's to them all, and sUCCess attend

them: The AnAler in Ireland, Hansard. and Oliver,

liAht hearts and well-filled creels, with a Aood
a.ccount of their next pisCQtory oa.mpaiAnsl

SIMPSON.-'I'here is a clever little book," Maxims
and Hints for an AnAler," with illustrations by
Seymour, which you have not mentioned.

jI



S6

FISHER.-It is a clever little bcok, but not of
this year's brood; and the hints and maxims of the
author, who modestly styles himself a "bungler:' I
should think would do credit to any of the adepts
of the Houghton Club, I see. from the illustrations,
that the members are cased up to the fork in enol'
mous boots. and that a smock·frecked or liveried
attendant, with a landing.net, is always in waiting
to do the honors in introducing the trout to a new
element. Where Aentlemen "whip"-I wish the
author would discard the Cockneyism next edition
withkid gloves on. Jack I em inclined to think will
olten be as good as his master in securing the fish,
and entitled to share the honors of the capture.
The angling characters introduced in the illustra
tions are portraite. I undsrstand. of members of
the club. That of the stout gentleman slipping
off the bridge on a windy day. is said to be the
portrait of an eminent sculptor. and I have heard
that he furnished Seymour with the sketch from
which the design was made.

SIMPSON.-Have you ever seen any American
books on angling. Fisher?

FISHER.-No. I do not think there are any pub
lished. Brother Jonathan is not yet sufficiently
civilized to produce anything original on the gentle
art, There is good trout-fishing in' America. and the
streams. which are all free, are much less fished than
in our Island. .. from the small number of gentle
men/' as an Am.erican writer says, "who are at lei-
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sure to ~ive their time ·to it." We are further

a.ssured, by the same authority, that ladies do not

so often partake of this amusement in the States as
in England.

SIMPSON. - Lady anglers - at least for fish - are
far from numerous in England, so far as myobser
vation extends. I have not seen one for these la.st
three years, though I heard of one the other day

tumbling out of a punt, as she wa.s angling for gud.

~eons with ber father in ths Lsa, near Bow. She
wa.s soon fished up; and after bein~ treated, secun.

dum artem, - accordin~ to the directions of the
Humane Society,-came to herself, and was conveyed
home in a cab, as she had lost one of her shoes.

FISHER.-There is one mentioned in the .. Angler
in Wales," who is in ths habit of reAu1a>'I,y fishinA
fly, attended by her AbiAail.. This lady appears, from

what is said of her, to be as well acquainted with the

turf as the stream; a.nd Chitrnsy or Scott miAht
take lessons from her in the art of traininA and
manaamA the race·horse. She is musical, too. How
deliAhtful to hear the syron, :familiar with the beau.

ties oC Rossini, after her return from AivinA her
hunter a breathinA..

• Whistle sweet a diuretic strain!"

I do not like to see ladiss either a.nAlinA or playinA
on the fiddls. Thsqs are not lady.like accomplish.
mente, any more than smoothinA the chins of bris·
th.·beardsd coal-heavers is a feminine employment.



I oa.nnot bell.1' a female bll.1'ber or a male "chamber·

maid" Do many ladies anAle in Scotland, Tweddell ?

TWEDDELL.-Not to my knowledAe. I have

known a lady once or twice try a few casta with a

Aentleman's rod, and hook a trout too, but I cannot

say that I ever knew one who was a professional fly.

fisher, I, however, once saw a woman kill two

salmon, with the fly, in the Tweed, about a mile

above Kelso, in March 1832. She fished from a boat,

which was also manaAed by a female companion.

I was out with a friend the same day, and thouAh

we had several rises, we both failed in killing a sin·

Ale salmon.

FISHER - Cedant braccae stolae, - "Fy, Sandy,
yield the breeks to MeA!"-What kind of sport have

you had in trout.fishinA in your part of the country
this season?

TWEDIJELL.-Not very Aood, except in the early
part. In such a drysu=er as this has been there

is not much sport after sheep.washinA beAins, unless

there be a Aood spate shortly after, to purifY the

streams. DurinA sheep-washinA, and for a fortniAht

or three weeks afterwards, trout are very shy ofrisinA.
more especially if the water be low. I have often

spoken with old apAlers abou~ the cause of this, and

have heard different reasons assigned for this shyness

of the trout. One says that they are sick, in conse

quence of the water beinA impreAnated with the tar

and grease which is washed from the fleeces of the
sheep; another, that it is as much owinA to the
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dung from their hind quarters. as the greasy tar is
not incorporated with the water, but floate. like a
rainbow-coloured film, on the surface; and a third

says they are gorged with the ticks and vermin
which s.rs dislodged from the fleece in the washing.

To this last opinion I am inclined to give very little

credit; 'but I think the trout may be disordered by
the joint effects of the greasy tar· and dung, and
alarmed by the disturbance in differsnt parts of the
stream. I have seen the scum of the tar by the

side of a stream, in considerable quantity, ten days
afl;er the sheep-washing was over. A good spate.

however, seldom fs.ils to cure the trout and restore
their appetite. I saw an instance of sick trout this
ysar, but not in consequence of sheep-washing. It
was in a stream which was much swollen from a
heavY rain the day before, and the water was very
much discoloured and thick, as if a newly.ploughed

field had been overflowed and the soil washed away,
or s.e if a bank of earth had fallen ill. The water
ws.e by no means so high as I have frequently seen
it, but in mid-channel it was almost black; and
shoals of small trout crowded to the sides, so weak
and helpless,-ws.bbling about as if they were f,,-d·
dled, - that you might take them out with your

hands.
SIMPSON. -I do not think that this has been a

very good season for fly-fishing anywhere. A friend
of mine, in Herefordshire•. informs me that there has
been a deficiency of sport in that part of the country.

N
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and he complains much of the rivers bsin~ netted

by poachers.
FISHER. - The same may be said of some of the

best trout streams in Yorkshire and Westmoreland.

The Eure, the Ribble. the Lune. ths Lowther, the

Esk. and the Eamont. have not afforded avera~e

sport this season, as I can testify, both from my

own experience and that of others. Some of them

have been completel,y ~~edwith nete for miles; and

I have seen the waters of mOl'e than one of them

of a chalky colour for several days, and fish lyin~

dead by their sides. from the more destructive prac.

tice of limin~, Should these practices be continued,

fly-fishers will have no option but to emi~rate, and

leave the fair but troutless streams of En~land for

the rivers and lochs of Cunnemara, or for the virgin

waters of the middle and northern States ofAmerica,

where never yet trout were deluded by the ~ay

deceivers of O'Shau~nessey. Chevalier. or Widow

Phun. Un~ratefulcountry! thou wilt mourn the loss

of thy kindest children too late; when thou hearest of

them extendin~ civilization. and introducin~ a know

ledge of the ~entle art among the wild men of
Galway. or the red men that dwell by Lake Huron.

when no lon~er the trout leaps in thy streams. and
when no more the angler's reel is heard soundin~ on

their banks. The ~igantic trout of Lake Huron.

(Salmo Amethystinus,l weigbin~ one hundred ll.I1d

forty pounds, bas never yet been captured by a

native angler,-red man. 0:1: Yankee;-and if ever be

\
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be captured, it is a native of the British Isles. skilled

in all the mysteries of the a.rt>-who can neatly spin

a minnow or troll, ss well ss lightly throw a fly

who will achieve the glorious deed.

SIMPSON. - You are romancing now, when you

talk of a trout weighin~ one hundred and forty

pounds.

FISHER.-I am not. A gi~antio species of trout.

said to attain that weiAht. from Lake Huron, is actu·

ally described by Dr. Mitchell, a JistinAuished Ame

rican naturalist; and the specific name. Amethystinus.

hss been applied tc it from the purplish tinAe of its

teeth. For my own part. I have no doubt of the

fact; and should have no objection to make one of a

party to proceed to Lake Huron. for the purpose ofen

deavouring tc capture one of those Leviathans ;-that

is. provided the expenses were defrayedby Aovernment

or by publio subscription. And even should the expe
dition fail in its oqject-Captain Parry did not reach

the North Pole, nor Captain Ross discover the North

West PsssaAe-yet would the public derive immense

Aratification from a circumstantial report of our say

inAs and doings; for,

.. Quarter.day would see us back.
With each a volume in his pack."

There are also trouts weiAhinA from twenty to sixty

pounds in Lake MichiAan; and some of the weiAht

of ninety pounds are said to have been taken in

the straits of Michilimackinack-a name well worthy



of a ninety pounder-which connect Lake Huron

with Lake MichiAan.

SIMPSON.-A Aentleman of the name ofViAne, a

member of Lincoln'e Inn, took a trip to America,

about three yeare RAo, durinA the lonA vacation, and

enjoyed a few daye' ll.y-fiehin~ in Pennsylvania.. He

had some fil.i:r spo:rt in the Juniata., one of the tri·

butaries of the Suequehannah. The t:rout were from

half a pound to three pounds in weiAht; and in little

more than. two houre' fishinA he cauAht about six

dozen. He mentions the red-hackle a.e the best ll.y

that an anAler can throw in SprinA Creek.

FISHER.-The red-hackle is deadly on all waters,

thouAh not at all times. It is one of my three types

for the colour of ilies. The red, black, and Arouee

hackle, are with me standards, and all the t:rout-fiiee

whioili I dress are only varieties of these, with the

addition of winAs, and a difference of shade in the

dubbinA· Those which I ranAe under the red type

comprehend the various shades from ecarlet to leIl?-on

colour. The second extends froIl?- positive black,

throuAh the various shades of the martin's winA and

leaden coloured hacklee, to the bluish-Arey feather

of the tern, With the Arouee hackle are cla.eeed the

varioue shades of brown, froIl?- the chesnut of the

phea.eant to the Arey-brown of the partridAe. With

the last I also place my ilies with speckled winAs,

£rOIl?- the May-fiy to the AreY drake and feathers of

the Guinea fowl. In conforIl?-ity with this a.rra.nAe-
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ment. my fly-book coneiete of three principal divi

sions. each of which aAs.in consists of two compart
mente. one for hackles proper. and the other for
,,>inged flies; and I can turn to the colour and suit

myself with a hook of the size wanted with the

greatest facility.
TWEDDELL. - I have known some gentlemen

who were seldom successful in te.king many trout,
though their assortment of fliss was most extensive.
They have wanted perseverance. and have wasted
their time and lost their patience in fiddle-faddlinA

and changing their fliee. when they should have
kept fishing on. I seldom change my flies after

beginning to fieh. in a etream which I am well ac·

quainted with. though I may sometimee keep walk·

inA and throwing for two or three hours. and scarcely

catching so many fish. I have. notwithstanding.
continued using the same flies.-because I was satis
fied I could put on none more likely.-till I found
the fish in a humour to feed; and have filled my

creel. when others less persevering. but who had
perhaps tried a dozen different l1ies. walked home
with their creels toom. I do not think it a good plan
for an angler always to be adding flies to a stock
which he is not likely to use up for yea.rs. In

looking over a large book of flies. belonging to a
gentleman who prided himself on their number and

variety, I have found m",?y moth·eaten and not fit
for use. .An excellent f1y.fisher of my acqus.intance

generally carries his whole steck 'in the two pockete
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of an old Bcots' A.lmanack, with two or t.bree links
of sa.lmolJ,.llies bstween the leaves. There is one of

his salmon.llies which he shows as a trophy. It is

rather a plain looking one, with a yellowish·brown
coloured body, brown wings of a bittern's feather,
with a blood·red hackle for legs, s.nd the link of a
pepper and salt mixture, formed of five black and
five white horse-hairs. With this lly he killed, in

one day, five salmon, the last of which weighed

twenty.five pounds, the largest that hs had ever
taken with the lly. He landed this last salmon

atWr a severe contest of upwards of s.n hour, during
the whole of which the fish never sulked, but

kept continually dashing about the pool where he
was hooked, which was not more ths.n eighty yards
long, a.ud was too shallow s.t its head to allow of his

pushing up the stream; and the s.ngler ma.ns.Aed to
keep his sts.tion towards the foot, to prevent his

escape downwards. There is nothing like keeping

a fish in constant exercise for speedily killing him.

I have seen many a good fish lost by being trifled

with - holding him lightly or allowing him more

line ths.n you can ms.ns.Ae-when he contrives either
to break the link or entangle the line, s.nd eecape.
I never allow a ealmon a slack line, and thus give

him the benefit of a run, when he is almost certain
to carry all away. Every good salmon-fisher has a

tolerably correct notion what strain his tackle will

bear, and holds his fish with a firm, though, when
required, not unyielding hand, and keeps him con-

b Coogle

~

I



i

1

stantly moving. The oombined effect of fear and

violent exertion produces, I am inclined to think, So

sort of apoplexy, or fit of etupor, in the fish; and

whenever he ie suepected to be in such a state he

ought to be landed as soon 8.s possible, before he

recovers. I have eeen a large trout quite stupid and

exhausted when brought towarde the ehore, but, in

coneequence of not being quickly landed, recover his

strength, and break away. The moment that an

an@erbrings his fish towards the shore, he ought to

be prepared to land him.

FISRER-I quite agree with you that both sal·

mon and trout are seized, in consequence of their

struMles and their fright. with something like a fit,

which, for a time, renders them powerless. Perhaps

when they are so hooked that the mouth cannot be

regularly closed when the line is held tight, their

free breathing may be interrupted, and similar effects

produced in a fish as in a human eubject when his

cravat is tightly twisted in the murderoue gripe of

a cowardly antagonist. Whenever you have brought

a fish, in such a state, to the shore, net him or gaff

him directly. Rave the "click" into him wherever

you best can, and do not tickle him to his senses

again by two or three misdirected attempte at his
gills, for fear of ripping his side. One fish gaffed

by the side is better than a dozen missed by trying

for his aille. Get him by the aills, if you can, but
get him however. Down on your knees as you draw

him to the bank, and quickly, quietly, and firmly..
\
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fix the hook of the g..ff in him. e.nd out with him,
&a a liaherman from Robin Hood's Bay hauls a cod
from the hold of a five.man boat. Kill him directly

with a few smart blowe on the head, with a life
preserver. if you have one in your pocket. if

not, with any stick or cobble·stone heavy enough;
slip through his gills a cord. one end of which you
will fasten to a bau:k;.runner. or the stump of a tree,
e.nd throw him into the water till you want him.
He will eat as firm again as he would do had you

left; him to die on the ehore by inches,-a dread·
fully protracted death to a salmon three feet long,

or a hume.n being upwards of six feet high.J

SIMPSON.-I never caught a salmon in my life.
though I have killed some trout which for size
miAht be considered such. I should, however, like

much to catch a few" brace" of salmon before I hang
up my rod as a votive offering to the water nymphs.
But it seems you cannot depend on catching satmon
with the rod, however skilful, though you should

• fish for a month, unless you go to the west of Ireland,

or the extreme north of Scotland. Sir Humphrey
Davy has said .. fuit" of salmon.fishing in the

southern counties of Scotland; and the .. Angler in
Irele.nd" declares that no good salmon.fishing is to be
expected in Wales.

FISHER.-Then off with you next spring, either
to Cunnemara or Inverness·shire. .. Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick;" so if you have conceived e.n
affection for salmon.fishing let not your long·deferred
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wishes eteal away the roses from your cheek-you
have now a color like a peony, Simpson,-and pre
sent you with wrinkled crow·toes in exchange, As
soon ae the Arsen leaves begin to appear on the
quickeet he~e or your garden. start by the first
steamer for Aberdeen, and thence find your way
ae you best can to the Spey, the Ness, the Beauly.
the Shinn, the OykeU, the AinaA, the Caesly, or the
Carron; and if you have not eport to your satisfac·
tion. between lOth April and 10th MIliY. cross the
Country to Portpatrick. take the steamer to Donag.
hadee, and then set oII for Cunnemara ae t1I.st ae
you can hie. and you will be there time enough
to have a month's good fishing in the Coetello,
the Spiddle, or

"The sweet tiowing river of Bsllinahinch:'

I should like extremely to visit. Cunnemara myself,
"the next parish to America," as the Angler in Ire
land says,-

" Sed fugit interea, fuMt irreparabile tempus,
Singula dum capti circumvectamur amore,"

"With angling enraptured, at ease sitting here,
While we talk of the scenes of our fishing next year,
Eowthe salmon we'll tempt with a neatly dressed fly.
The time that will never return hastens by:'

Whether fishing or talking about it-recounting past
pleasures, or anticipating future-pulling out trouts
as fast as we can throw in, or thinking time slow
when wearying for a rise-in joy or in sorrow, in

o
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siokness or in health, getting or spsnding-Old 'l'ime,

however we may fancy him moving. fast or slow,

still holds equably on his silent stealthy pace; and,

.. Let the day be ever so long.
At length it ringeth to even sonA.~

Thess oandles, however, oontrary to the usual

progress of things, are growing gradually shorter.

Tweddell, I wish you would give us another son~,

before they reach the vanishing point. You never

eing now, I believe. Simpson-the more's the pity

either at kirk or merry meeting.

SIMPSON. - That is because you never avail

yourself of an opportuni ty of hearing me. I am

rather out of song-not of voice-at this time, remem·

bering nothing but a few old ones, which were stan
dards in the days of Incledon, but are now quite 'out

of fashion, or I would give you a treat directly.

FISHER.-I can excuse you, for I have some in·

distinct recollection of once hearing you bawling out

in the .. Storm," and, in coDjunction, though not in

concert, with another amateur, completely reversing

"All's Well:' But come, Sandy. do fi>.vor us, if you

please, and, for to-night. this shall positively be "the

last time of askinA." Something fishy, if you have

such a thing in the cupboard of your memory.

TWEDDELL.-I have just been rummaging, and

I think I have hit upon the very thiDA; but I eltpect

that you \Vip. sing aft;er me.

FISHER.'- So + will, but not to.night. I will

chaunt matins, in the ~orning, in a style that will
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enrapture you. If there be a lark within hearing he

will make himself hoarse till May in feeble emula.

tion. Silenoe I have dorie making that noise with
the stopper on the table, Simpson. You are trying

to reoolleot some of your old" oomposers," I perceive.

Get the st&rt of him, Tweddell.

TWEDDELL.-Well then. sinoe such is yourwieh,

you shall have another stave.

THE ANGLER'S EVEN·SONG,

Sober eve is approe.ohing. the sun is now set.
Though his beams on the hill·top are lingering yet;
The west wind is stili, and more olearly is heard
In meadow and forest the note of each bird:
'l'he crows to their roost are now winging their way:
It is time to give ovsr my fishing to.day.

I arose in the morn. ere the sun could prevail
To disperse the grey mist that hunA low in the vale.
To the linn I went straight. distant ten miles or more.
Where the stream rushes down with a bound and

a roar j

In the black pool below I had scarce thrown my line.
Ere a trout seized the fly. and directly was mine.

How they rose, and I hooked_them. 'twere needless
to tell.

I fished down the stream to the lone cradle-well.
Where I sate myself down on a s tone that was nigh.
(For the sun now was bright. and the trouts getting

shy;)
A flask of good whiskey I had not failed to bring,
And I chasten'd its strength with a dash from the

,epring.
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Reftoeshed then I roee and ascsnded the hill,
To gaze on the landscape so lonely and still;
Where I met an old shepherd, and nsar him lay down.
At the back of a. oa.irn, where the heather was brown;
And we talked of old times, and be sang an old strain.
Till 'twas time to be gone to my fishinA again.

Though my creel be eo large. to the lid closely filled,
It will not hold the trouts which Bince morning I've

killed;
I must string on a withy three dozen or more
l ne'er in a day caught so many before,-
But though heavy my creel, yet my heart is so light
That I'll sing a BOng of my fisbing at night.

BIMPSON,-Now, a toaat to conclude with. :Mr.
Tweddell,

TWEDDELL. - .. The gentle Art of Angling I ..

FIBHER.-A charming toast; no baJ.J..room belle
eo deserving of a bumper. "Her ways are the ways

of pleasantnese, and all her paths are peace."
BIMPBON.-The best thing you have said to-night,

Fisher; and moat cordially do I aay. Ditto.

(Exeunt omnea.)
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C HAPTE R IV.

I -

RODS. HOOKS• .AND TACKLE.

THE reqU1sites of a good rod for f1y.fishing are

etrength, ligbtness. and even pliability. so that it
be not too supple in one part and too unyielding in

another. but bsnding. wben a beavy fisb is booksd.
in a regular ourve hom top to but. and thus equa,.

lizing the strain. Fifteen feet is a convsnient length
for a trouting rod; and a rod of this description.
having the two lowsr jointe and the etock sa.cb

about three feet three inches long. with the stock
or but bollowed to contain a fourth joint. three feet
long. with two top pieces, in case one sbould be
broken wben fishing. from eightesn to twenty.two

incbes,-may be carrisd in a bag, and put together
wben wanted. The small top-piece ougbt never to be
joined to the next lsngth by a brass socket. but by a
neatly fitting .. sca.re"-Q8 the joining made by sloping

each piece to alternate angles is called-and spliced

on with a piece of double silk or fine twine. at the
water side. When the rod is in the bag. the brass
sockets ought always to be kept plugged. to prevent
their being pressed together. with pieces of wood
whicb exactly fit them; and in putting tbe rod
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together, the ends which enter the sockets ought
to be wetted, to make them swell. and thus keep

firmer hold. When this precaution is not taken, and

the ends not tightly fitted, the angler will sometimes,

more especially when throwing a long line. be liable

to send half of hia rod to follow his fly. A piece of

clean aound fir makea a. good stock when it is not

intended to be hollowed: but when it ia required

to be hollowed, there is nothing better than a. piece

of a.sh. Hickory ia moatly uaed for the piece next

the stock. and the upper lengths are made of lanoe

'Wood. hazel. yew. &0. and the extremity of the top

pieoe is sometimes of whalebone, bamboo, elder, or tor

toise-ahell, according to the tas te of the owner. The

piece of whalebone ought never to exoeed six inches

in length. for, though supple, it is not very elastic;
and when too long it is apt to acquire a permanent

bend. from frequent strain. Most anglers will ac

knowledge that the handiest rods which they have

fished with are such as are not joined by means of

sookete, but are soared, and which are not com·

monly reduoed to more than two pieoes. Such rods

are only to be met with in the neighbourhood of

a trout-stream, where the owner has no occasion to

reduce them to short lengths .for the convenience of
carriage when travelling, but generally carries them to
the water in two pieces, and frequently keeps them

in a rack at their full length for weeks. Pocket
rods consisting of eight or ten pieoes, of eighteen

inches each, are well adapted for the gudgeon
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fishe:r who does not wish to have his elTllIld
known as he travels towards Hornsey or Tottenham
Mills. The small leadinA rinAs, of brass wire, on
troutinA·rods are frequentJy so badly solde:re.d whe:re
the ends meet, as to open almost as soon as
a heavy fish is hook&d. Fivs out of thirtesn rinAs

on a showy London·mads rod .beAan to Aape and let
the line throuAh on ths first day that it was used by

a friend of the writer. .Tackle-makers ouAht to be
more attentive to have the rinAs well solde:red; and
the anAler who wants a rod fo:r use, and not for

mere show, will have the rinAs made. of harder and
stouter wi:re than is now Aenerally used. Ths rinA
at the end of the rod ouAht sJ.ways to be close to the

top-piece, without the two ends of wire, forminA a
sort of continuation of it, to be bent, like a crooked
pin, with the sliAhtest pull.

A ssJ.mon rod is usually from eiAhteen to
twenty feet lanA; and the latter lenAth is to be
preferred whe:re a person can use it freely. A

lanA rod not only enables the anAlel' who is

perfectly master of it to cast wther, but it also

Aives him a:reater power in killinA the fish when
hooked, by usinA the but as a counterpoise, while
a comparatively sliAht movement of his hand, as the
centre of motion, causes the top to describe a can·
siderably A:reater arc, than a rod three or four feet
sho:rter;-an important cousideration when the fish
runs suddenly in, and the reel cannot be wound up

so quick as to take in the slack line. The salmon·
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rod is best made of materials eimilar to those recom

mended for a. troutma-rod, only having a heavier

but, which never ouaht to be hollow, nor ought any

of the pieces to be joined by brass sockets, as the

brass is liable to split when making a long cast. when

considerable exertion is required. and the joints to

work loose, in half an hour's play with a wild and

strong fish. A salmon rod may be conveniently formed

offour lengths; the stock six feet long, of ash or fir;

the two next joints, five and a half and five feet

respectively; and the top joint three feet and a half\

made of some tough and elastic wood, with the

extreme end of whalebone or spliced bamboo. Such
a rod as this requires only three scares; and when

the angler has his thread and twine for wrapping

ready, it may be put together in little more than

five minutss. There is no part.icular charm in the

length of a rod which enables an angler to take sal.

mon; and a twenty foot rod only confers power on

him who can skilfully use it. Many a good salmon

has been killed by a rod five feet shorter; and when

an angler who is trout-fishing perceives a salmon.

let him by all means try, ifhe have good tackle and

a salmon fly with him, to hook the fish, andlethim be

not deterred from making the attempt on account of

the shortness of his rod. Additional patience and

unwearying perseverance will not unfrequently en

able a skilful angler to land a salmon of ten pounds
weight, which has taken a trout-fly, with tackle

which a bungler would break in trying to pull out
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a trout weiahinA three. In puttina the baA·rod
toaether. he ie only a novice who requires to be
told that the lea.dina rinae must be pla.ced in a
line; when the rod ia joined by aca.res. the
rinas cannot be pla.ced awry. because they al'e
previously tied on so as to lie in a line. The rod
used in trollina for pike is commonly about fifteen
feet lona. with the rinas stouter, and pla.ced at a
areater dieta.nce tha.n on a troutinA-rod. and the top
joint is atronaer a.nd leaa flexible.

A reel ia indispensable in aa.lmon-fishina. and
many a.nalers carry it atra.pped about the waist by
a belt. a.a they a.re thua enabled to uae the rod with
areater freedom. Others uae it a.a in trout-fishina.
atta.ched to the but of the rod. A. reel is alwaya a
useful appenda.ae to a f1y.rod. even where the fieh
a.re ama.ll. and the a.n4ler ca.n hold them. or has room
to pla.y without riek to his tackle. a.s it enables him
to lenathen or shorten his line at plea.sure and
without trouble. Some persona are fond of hearina
their reel aound. thouall the trout which they have
hooked be auch an one ~ can hal'dly run the line
off. and which they miaht ea.sily la.nd without a.llow.
ina him a.n inch. Such a.re aenera.lly neophytes. who
talk of ths .. pla.y" of a trout not biaAer than a sprat
a.a if it were a sa.lmo ferox of a dozen pounds. No
experienced a.naler aivea line but when he feeis
it. from the pull Or the apparent size of tile fish. to
be necsssaty. When fishina in atreams where lal'Ae
trouts a.re likely to be taken. a la.ndina net is use·

p

b Coogle



106

ful; but in many places, where the an~ler travels for

miles by the lonely strea= - unbooted - for who

could walk twenty miles cased up to the crutoh in

somethin~ like a French postilion's jack-boots ?-this

is often dispensed with, 'and the an~ler, after havin~

fairly wearied out the fish, draws him ~entJy to

the shore, and lands him with his hand. A" ~aff,"

which is a stick rather pliant, from three to four feet

lon~, with a large hook screwed into one end, is

used by the salmon-fisher to lift the fish out of the

water.

In fishin~ for salmon it is generally necessary to

have from sixty to eighty yards of line, which may

be either of silk, or silk and hair, without knots, on

the reel; and to the end of this should be looped or

knotted a castin~-line of hair about the len~th of

the rod, consistin~ of sixteen hairs at the upper

end, and ~radually diminishing to ten or twelve

where it is joined by the foot-Ien~thor link to which

the hook is whipped. Many old anglers are of opi

nien tbat castin~.lines, hand-twisted and knotted,

may be thrown better, and are less liable to kink

than such as are twisted by a machine. Bein~

knotted is no objection to this portion of the line,

as it is not required to be drawn within the rin~s.

A line from thirty to forty yards long, somewhat

stronger and thicker towards the end which is fas

tened to the reel, is ~enerallyused for trout-fishing in

strea=s; and such as are made of silk and hair are

more pliant and less apt to kink than those that

l..ooglc
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are entirely of hair. '1'0 this a caatin~.line, either of

sin~le ~ut or hand-twisted hair, of the len~th of the

rod, can be added, accordinA to the state of the

water. The Areat objection to hair-lines twisted by

a machine, for castinA, is their beinA so liable

to run into circles, and not lyinA straiAht on the

wate;~....:r.he . ~auae of this is their beinA so hard
twiste~, for the purpose of keepinA the ends of the

hairs_closely bedded in the strand. Some persons

reco=end steepinA the line for a few minutes in

cold-drawn linseed oil, with a view to make it wat:er.

proof, and run smooth, and that it may be less lia.

ble to kink. Such a practice is, however, by no

means recommended, as it most certainly causes the

line to rot sooner than one which is not so treated.

New lines should always be wetted twice or thrice,
and then stretched and well rubbed with a piece of

woollen cloth or flannel, to take the kinks out of

and smooth them, previous to beinA used. A Areat

preservative of lines from rottinA is to dry them

thorouAhly after they have been used. To put lines

away damp is a ready mode of renderinA them ~ood

for nothinA.

By whateve. name hooks may be called-Limerick,

Kendal, Carlisle, or Kirby- and whatever may be

the pretended excellence of this or that particular

bend, the Areat object is to obtain them well made,

neither so soft as to draw out almost s toaiAht, like

a. piece of pin-wire, nor so brittle as to snap on. re·

ceivinA a sliAht jerk Before tyinA them they ouAht
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to be tested; the smaller ones by pullinA them with

the finAers. and ilie larger onea by a amart pull

when suspended over a wooden peg. The pretended

advantages of one kind of bend over another. for

hooking and holding fish. remain yet to be con·

firmed by experience. If the hook be in other ;rea

pecte well made. with a fine point and barb. the

angler need not be particular about the bend. The
hocks uaed by anglsrs are, in England. co=only

numbered from 1 to 12; No 1 being the largest in

the aeries. A amaller hook than No. 12 ia aometimes

uaed in fishing for bleak and minnows; and there are

salmon·books made two or three sizeela.rgerthan No.1.

No.4 is about ilia size co=only dressed in the North

as a gilee-hook; and salmon-flies are dressed upon Nos.

1 to 3. a.e well a.e upon hooks of larAer size. The sizea
mostly required in f1y.fishing for trout are from No.6

to No. 10. From 10 to 12 are used in angling for

roach. dace, gudgeons. and smelts; and .Noa. 6 and 6

are the sizes reco=ended in fishing with live bait

for perch. Barbel, though co=only weighing from

three to five pounda-many are taken in the se....on

weiAhing ten pounds,-are angled for with a small

hook, a.e they have a comparatively small mouth,

and rather suck the bait in than bite at it boldly;

and a hook about a No. 9 size. but made thicker and

stronger than the co=on hooks, is frequently used

by thoee who are partial to barbel·fishinA·

Most books on f1y-fishinA contain long lists of
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flies, named s.fter the particular insect of which

it is pretended they are an imitation, but to

which they bear so very distant a rtlsembla.nce that

ths most skilful entomolo~istwould be completely

at fault in assi~inA the species. Such liste, for the

most part. only confuse the be~er, and ~ivs him
wron~ ideas of the re,tionale of the art, and e.re not

of the least use to the proficient. The ~reatest num·

ber of trout, as is well known to evsry practice.}

e.n~ler, are cau~ht with flies which are the least like
any which frequent the water. The imitation of

the yellow May. which is so co=on on many

streams towards the latter end of May and the be

~n~ of June, is scarcely worth admittin~ into

the an~er's book; for when the nature.! fly is most
abundant, and teachers say the imitation is to be

used, it is ~enere.lly ~ood for nothinA, as the trout

very seldom take it when the real fly is on the

water; but, in direct opposition to the unfounded

theory, prefer a haclr::le, bla.ck, red. or brown, or a

dark,.coloured fly. Some writers have reco=ended

liAht.coloured fliss when the water is clear. and dark

coloured onsl when it is discoloured; but in this

advice we cannot concur. as our practice is nearly

the reverse. When the waleI' is clearinA s.fter rain

for it is needless to try fiy-fishin~ when the water

is at the full. and e.lmost black durin~ a spate or

fresh - we a~e.in l'epeat it. that no flies are more
likely to tempt troute than red-hackles and flies

with bodies of a sinlilar shade; and when the water
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is small and clear. small black &D.d dark-coloured

1lies are ~ bs. pre~e~~ ,
Wherever. fly:fi:"hing is practised - in England,

Scotland, Ire~d.Wales, France. Germany. and Ame
rica - it has been ascertained from experience that
the best 1li~~ ·ti.re ~;se ,;hich are not dresse,?- pro
fessedly. in. imitation of.any p,aJ;ticular l.i;ving-insect.
Red"black. a.pd browp.b.;'ckles;.and flies with ~ngs

of the bittern's. xnaJ.lal:d~s. partridge:s woodcock's.
grouse's, bald.c"!!-t's.IIljl.rtin's. or blue·hen's fel'th<;,rs,
with dubbiJq-g o~ brown, yellow. ~r orange~.,occ!,sion~y

blended. and'hac14~s,~d.:brown..o. bla\lk. under the
wings, are the most useful flies that an a.ngle~ ca.n
use. in day-light. on any stream. aU the yea.r through.
For night fishing, in lakes or in .. weils:' as long still
pools are called in the North. no fly is better than a.
white hackle, The directione given in books ,to beat
the bushes by the side of the stream. to see what
fly is on the wa.ter. and to open a fish's stomach.
to sse what kind of a fly the fish has been feeding
on. tha.t the angler may put on a similar one or
dress a.n imitation at the water side. are not deserv
ing of the least attention. The angler. when he goes
out a fly.fishing. must be guided in his selsction of
flies by the state of the .w~r.:-whether clea.r or
dull, smooth or ruffled by ~ .b~e~e; and also by
the state.. of the weather, as it may be cloudy or
bright. .When the water !e c.leBJ;, and tJ.1e day ra.ther
bright, .small flies and hackles of a dE\l'k shade are
most likely to prov~. su~essfl4, if ~';~ed.with a fine
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line and thrown by a delicate hand; but when both

water and weather are" in "such a state, it is only by

fishing in the morninA and eveninA that the anAler

can expect the fish to rise. His best time is then

before eiAht in the morninA an"d a.fl.er six in the

evening, from June to AuAust. . When the water, in

such weather, is ruffled by a fresh breeze, larAer

hackles and flies, of the same" colour, 'may be used.

When the water is clearinA, after rain, a red hackle,

and a fly" with the body of oranAe-coloured mohair.

dappled winAs of a mallard or pea-fowl's feather,
with a reddish-brown hackle under them. Il.re likely

to tempt trout, at any time of the day. from Maroh

to October. The old doctrine of a different assort

ment of flies for each month in the year is now
deservedly exploded; for it is well known to practi.

cal anAlere, who have never read a book upon the

suqjsct, and whose judAment is not biassed by

Aroundless theories, that the flies with which they

catch most fish in April will Aenerally do them

good service durinA the whole season. The names
which are' Aiven to artifioial flies are for the most

part arbitrary. and afford no guide, with two or three
exceptions. for distinAuishing the fly meant. Where

the materials for dressinA a dozen flies are so very

much alike that when they are finiahed there is so
little difference in appearance that one anAler will

Aive them one name, and another a different one.

it is absurd to pretend to affix to each an individual

appellation. The best mode of ananAma tha artificial
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flies used in anAting is by considering them under

two distinct classes :-lst. hackles proper, or palmers

&8 they are sometimes caUed. without wings ;,' and

2<1. flies with wings. The varieties of the first may

b~more particularly described from the materials

forming the body and the colour of the hackle; and

the latter. also. from the materials forming the body.

and from the colour of the wings, For simply indi

cating ths kind of fly used, it is best to express it

by the characteristio of colour. The old confused

method of referring artificial flies to natural ones,

to which they bear not the slightest resemblance, is

scarcely attended to by prs.ctical anglers. Many an

angler who can more justly pride himself upon the

variety of his flies than upon the number of trout

which he has taken, only knows them as they are

labeUed for him by the fly-maker; and seldom two

anglers agree in the specific name of their fiies

except two or three of the most common-unless

they both happen to deal at the same shop.

It is a great advantage to the fly-fisher 1<0 be able

to dress his own fiies. although the facility with

which flies can be obtained of the different tackle

makers. both in town and country. no longer ren

ders this acquisition indispensable to the :.modern
angler, Even though he should never attain the

skill of O'Shaughnessy in dubbing a s~on-fiy. nor

• equal the neatness of Mrs. Phun in dubbing a"pro

fessor," he will find it no very difficult matter. if he

have the uae of his ten fingers. to fashion an ent0-
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mologioal non.descript. which. if used with tole·
rable skill. will clearly let him see. that. in spite of
what the old gnostics teach, it does not require
more wisdom to delude trouts than it does to govern
the world. .. Where fules and fish:' eaid an old an·

Aler. unwittingly paraphrasing a maxim of antiquity•
.. are willing to be beguiled. it is no sas very fine
a flee that is needed to catch them,"

Though no directions. however explicit. for dress
ing illes. are so likely to oonvey an idea of the ope'
ration as seeing a fly made. yet the following les
sons may be of some service to grown gentlemen
but abecedarians in fly.fishing and fly-dressing-who
do not like to ask for or may not have an opportu·
nity of obtaining practical instruction.

Having your materials ready, hold the hook in a

horizontal position. with the shank downmost. and
the bend between the fore fingsr and thumb of your
left; hand. Having half a yard of silk ready waxed.
take it by the middle. between the finger and thumb
which holds the hook. and with your right hand give
it three or four tums round the shank. inclining
them towards its end. and there faste;n the silk with
a single loop. Next. place the end of the gut on the
inside of the shank. and reachiDg nearly to the bend.
and holding it straight. whip it tightly on till your
tums reach.as far as the bend. and then fasten your
silk again with a sinAle loop. The wo ends of your
silk will now hang down togeth"lr. With the longest
end of your silk. with three turns. whip. on the inner

Q
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eide of the hook, at the bend, three plumelete from

the stem or a peacock's tail feather, by the upper

ends, and with the root part lyinA, towards the left;

hand, again faeteninA the eilk by a sinAle loop, Next,

with the fore finAer and thumb of the riAht hand.

twist the plumelete and silk toAether, and wrap them

closely round the shank till you come to the end,

when you must twitch or cut off the superfluous

feathers, and fasten your silk with a double loop.

With a pair of scissors you are now to trim the body'

of the fly to a proper form, keeping it full'

towards the middle, and tapering towards the

bend. With the other end of silk still hanging

from the bend of the hook, whip 'the point of a

hackle in the bend of the hook, in the same manner

as the plumelets, keeping the bright side of the

feather downmost, and stroking the fibres from tile

point towards the root. Wind the hackle from the
bend towards the end of the shank; and at every

second turn, holding fast what you have so far

wound, pick out, with a needle, such of the fibres

as you may have wrapped in. Proceed in this man

ner till you come near to the end of the shank,

when you must clip off from the stem of the

hackle the fibres which are nut required, pare

down the etem itself, press it close to the shank,

and. with the silk well waxed, whip it tightly down

with two or ' e turns, fastening the silk off by

wrapping it thrice over the fore fingsr of your left

hand, laid upon the hook, passing the end through
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the triple loop thus formed, wrapping the t.hnle

turns close, and drawing the end tight. Clip off the

ends of silk, and the he.ckle is finished. In the same

manner as directed for forming the body of the

plumelete. frequently caUed herls. of a peacock's fee..

ther. may those of an ostrich. or any other bird. be

used. When wool. fur. or tioss. is used for "dubbing"

a word which. though frequently applied to the whole

materials of tiy-maJring. means strictly. that portion

only of which the body is formed-it is spun round

the silk. which ought to be well ws.xed, in a similar
manner, and gradually thickened where the body is

required to be most fulL The first essays of the

learner ought to be made on a rather large hook, and

when he has acquired something like a neatness of

manipulation, let him drees a hackle for use. upon

a No.6 hook, and from that proceed to the smaller

sizes.
To dress a fly with wings is a more complicated

process· than to dress a hackle; and to finish it
neatly requires more ekilL Having the feathers
intended for the wings. and the dubbing for the

body. prepared, and lying conveniently within reach,

hold the hook with the bend between the fore

finger and thumb of the left; hand, and the back of

the shank upwards. and with a well ws.xed thread,

about twenty inches long. take five or six turns.
towarde the. end of the shank. Place your gut

on the i=er side of the shank. holding the end be·

tween the finger and tbumb of your left; hand, and

)
"
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wrap it three or four times about with your silk,

immediately above its junction with the shank; then
whip it, with three or four turns, to the shank, as

firmly lUI your silk will allow, fastsninA it with a
sinAle loop. Then take the feathers for the winAs,
layinA them on the outside of the sh&Dl&:, with their

briQht side next the hook, with the points towards

the Aut and the root towards the finAers, holdinA
the hook by the bend, and with two or three turns
whip them fast. Fasten your silk with a sinAle loop;

cut off the root of the feathers close to the silk, and
continue your whippinA till you come to the bend
of the hook, and then, with a sinAle loop, fasten

your silk aQain. RavinAyour dubbinA for the body
ready, spin it, from the fore finAer and thumb of
your left; hand at the bend of the hook, round your
silk, which should be well waxed, with the fore

fiIlAer and thumb of your riQht, and wind round the
hook till you come to the winAs, where you must
take a double turD, and then, strippinA off the su

perfluous dubbinA from the silk, whip it neatly
dOWIl. Next separate the winAs, and turn them beck
as you intend them to stand, and bind them so by
alternatsly crossinA the silk between the separation.
Wax your silk well, and twist round it the dubbinA
for the head, taks two or three turDS, as may be

required, to the end of the shank, and fasten your
silk off, as directed in dressinA a hackle. With a

needle, raise the dubbinA Aently from the warp;
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trim the body to a proper form; set the wings

straight; and the work is done.

This is the mode of dressing a winged fly of the

simplest kind; but where a hackle is wrapped over

the dubbing, as is frequently the c....e, the mode of

proceeding is Il.8 followe :-Firat wrap your silk four

or five times round that part of the gut which is

exposed to be chafed by the end of shank; then

placing the gut on the inner eide of the hook, with

four or five turns, from the shank end, whip it as

tightly Il.8 the silk will bear, and f.... tsn the silk with

a single loop. Place your feathers for the wings on

ths back of the hook, whip thsm fast, cut off ths

roots, continue the whipping to the bend of the

hook, and fll.8tsn off with a single loop as before
dirscted. If you intend to dress your fly with whisks

-bristle..like projsctions forming a forked and some

times a triple tail - the smaJl feathers or hairs

meant to represent them are now to be whipped

to the back of the hook, with a couple oftums of the

silk. Next whip on your hackle-feather, by the point,

.... you would do in making a hackle proper. take a

turn or two round the bare hook, below the whisks.
and f....ten your silk by a eingle loop. Now WBJ<

your eilk well, spin round it your dubbing, - of

floss, wool, or fur, a.ocordingly as you intend to form

the body-wrap it once or twice below the,whis.k:s,
and then wind it up as far aa the wings; strip from

the silk the superfluous dubbing. and fasten with a
single loop. Rib up the body with the hackle,
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takina care to keep the fibres clear, till you come
to the winas, and then, with two or three turns,

fasten it neatly down. Turn back the winas

to the position in which they are intended to lie,

and if they be larae, aive them two or three wraps
over all, to keep them well back Divide the winas

equally with a needle, and aive them two or

three wraps between the point of division crossina

alternately. Wax your thread wsll, spin round it

the dubbina for the head, wrap it f'rom the winas

to the end of the shank, fasten your silk properly

off, and the :fly is made. These directions, which

we have endeavoured to render as intelliaible as

possible, thou~ at the expense of sundry repeti

tions, and apparently needless instructions in mi

nute pointe, will enable the learner to drese a :fly,

althouah it is probable that the result of his first

attempts will be such as are more likely to friAhten

than to allure a trout. Let not the novice, however,

be alarmed, like a second Frankenstein, at the siAht

of a creature of his own maJrina, but continue his

eesays; and after a few trials, more especially if he

have an opportunity of seeina an artist at work

should he be not a aentleman of obwse understand

ina, and deficient in" tact," one whose finaers are .. all

thumbs"-he will be deli~ted to perceive the :flies

of hie own manufacture gradually assume a shape

lees questionable, and at last come from his hands

perfeot; moet captivatina hackles, hare's luAs, pro

feseors, arey drakes, starlinA's winAs, and wren"s
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tails which "look at once both love and murder·
formed both for the deliA}lt and the destruction of
trouts.

The angIer who dresses, dubs. busses. or ties
his own flies-for these are ell synonymes of the
same procees-has an additional source of pleasure
opened to him in the colleotion of materials; and
while gathering fur and feathers from quadruped
and fowl, he is at once adding to the store of his dub
bing·baA and to his stock of information in NatursJ.
History. He learns to distinguish the nice shadss
of diffsrencs in the feathsrs of the starling and ths
grouss. of the dottersl and the wren. the pheasant
and the pe.rt.ridge, the mallard and the pintado, the
bald coot and the black hen; and so acuts is the
discriminating faculty of the practised collector that
no keeper of wild beasts 'can cheat him with the

fur of a Barbary Ape for that of the Green Monkey of
Demerara; the soft; fur ofwhose thorax and abdomen,
of gosling-green slightJy tinged with mous9-()olour.
is so great a desideratum with every amateur. and
professional lIy.dresser. To an angler of this class
the Zoological Gardene afford a treat far beyond that
which is enjoyed by the mere lover of natursJ. his
tory; for, in addition to the pleasure of seeing the
animals, he has the gratification of collecting mate
rials for his dubbing-baa. and receivss his shilling's
worth twice over. A friend of oure visited this col·
lection about two years since; and during his three
hours' perambulation, contrived to amass such a



stock of hair and feathers as renders bis dUbbing·

baA unique. The wings of one ofbis salmon'flies are
formed of the feathers of a condor, variegated with

the plumage of a macaw; the body is formed of the

under~rowth of a lion's mane, and the wbisks are

from the beard of ale9pard. A feather from the wing

wbich may have soared above the top of Chimborago

has often floated on "Tweed's fair river," between

Coldstream and N orham, and the hair from a

mane which may have been dabbled in the blood

of the antelope in the desarts of Africa has more

than once been red with the blood of a Tweed

ealmon, From a Hudson's Bay owl, wbich he caught

napping, he obtained some fine brown·brindled fea.

thers; and he would have "feathered his nest" wen

with the emerald plumes of a parrot had not Poll

ecreamed out "murder'" and compelled him to
deeist,

The angler's dubbing-bag ought to contein fine

wool, flOSB, silk, and mohair, of various colours.

brown, red, orange, lemon, and etraw·colour, olive,

willow-green, and drab, Fur of various ehadee,-goe.

ling-green, cinnamon, dun, brown, brownish'yellow,

and mouse-colour. Feathers, for wings, of different

shadee, from a dark brown to a bluish-grey. The

under-mentioned birds will afford an ample assort

ment for the use of the fly-fisherman :-the cormorant,
heron, bald-coot, etarling, dotterel, field-fare, grouse,

partridge, glead or kite, pheasant, owl, mellard, teal,

pintado, turkey, jay (for salmon.flies), tern, and mar-
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tin. Peacock.and oBtrich featherB Bupply him with

berlB, and thoBe of the latter may be dyed of any

colour required. HackleB, red, black, and wbite,

with a variety of interinediate BbadeB, are obtained

hom the neck and from the wing.coverts of the

common cock and ben. In fact, there iB Bcaroely a

bird. from an eaAle to a tom.tit, whoBe feathen may

not be of service to the anAJer. in enabling him to

vary the colours of hiB fuBe. Even the ligbt downy

fBather of a gooBe tied on a hook, in the eimpleBt

fasbion, baB been BometimsB uBed with BucceBB in

night-fiBbing, Bright scarlst backles, which are

mOBtly used in dressing salmOn·fuSB. may be ob

tained from any military acquaintance who 8hows a

tuft of red feathere in biB plume. The topping or

crest. which moves so gracefully on the head of the

lapwing. as he bobs about. upon the fell, is often

reC<?mmended for the body of a By; but it iB more

praiBBd for thiB purpoBe than it deBerves, for the

berl of an oBtricb anBwerB the purpoBe much better.

No gentie angler will kill bim for the Bake of biB

crest, nor the martin for the Bake of hiB wing; and

none but a downright barbarian-a scientific Bavage

wbo would" murder to disBect; or bis purveyor. who

would Burke a young sweep for the price that bis

teeth would bring at a dentist's - would think of

Bbooting a wren, and Bbe perchance a widow, with

a small family of thirteen unfledged young oneB .de

pendent on ber- ber mate baving fullen a prey to a

hawk or a weazel,-for the pitiful reward of ber tail.
R
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Gut and hair links, stronA silk for whippinA, of dif·

ferent colours; gold and silver tineel, or twist, for

ribbinA; with wax, needles, penknife, and a pair of

sharp-pointed ecissors, are necesslll'Y appendages to

the dubbing.bag.

From March till May, salmon are generally angled

for wi th flies of more eobel' coloure than are used

from May to September;. and three of each kind are
here enumerated, though it ie by no means pre

tended that, in the eummer season, salmon will rise
at the latter only.

1. Body of a brownish yellow, formed of the fur

from the roots of a hare's ears; wrapped with a yellow.

ish-red, or, as it is called, a ginger hackle; winAs

from the feather of a bittern's wing. with whisks of

the same.
2, Mouse-coloured body of fur, tipped with scarlet

at the head and tail; winSs of a turkey's feather; a

red or brownish·yellow hackle, from half.way up the

body to the winAs.

8. Cinnamon coloured body of mohair, fur or wool,

tipped with red; leadsIl-<loloured winAs of the feather

of a heron; blood·red hackle, from hal.f.way up the

body to the winAs.

These three flies are Aiven as standarda for colour,

of which many varieties may be dressed by blendinA

the dubbinA and Vlll'YiIlA the shade of tile winAs
and hackles, accordinA to the anAler's fancy, The

last two flies may be dressed either with or without
whisks.
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4. Body of claret-ooloured wool or mohair twisted

in with the herl of a peaoock's feather. ribbed with

tinsel or twist; grouse hackle under the wings; head

of red mohair; wings of the blue and white mottled

feather of a jay, with strips of bright blue feather

extending a little beyond them.

6. .Body of smoky.dun ooloured fur or wool and

black ostrich herl; tipped at head and tail with

bright orange; full red hackle over the body; wings

of a bittern's feather, with etrips of red at each side.

6. Body leaden-colour; ribbed with tinsel or bright

yellow silk, with a full bla.ck hackle over it; three

short black filaments for whisks; wings of blackish

green feather of a cormorant, variegated with blue

and green from the eye of a peacock's tail-feather;

red mohair for the head.

.All the above ilieB may be dreBBed on hookB No.1

to 4, and varietieB of the three laBt may be dreBBed by

blending dubbing of different BhadeB, and varying

the Bhade of the hackle and wingB. According to

the Bize that Balmon run in the water where the an·

gler iB fiBhing, and the facility afforded by the bankB

of the river for killing a fiBh, he mUBt Buit the

strength of hiB link. In comparatively Bmall poolB,

rocky, with a strong fall of water at the head, or a

Budden bend, formed by a jutting rock, towardB

which a Balmon generally haBtenB when hooked,

and where Btrength aB well aB Bkill iB required to

turn him, Bingle gut will Beldom avail. In Buch
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places. the hook ouAht to be whipped to triple Aut
or .. link of nine horse-hairs. In 10nA sla.cks or weils
olear of rocks. where the banks afford the anAler ..
quarter of a mile'e clear run. sinAle salmon Aut, or
a link of six hairs, may suffice, We have heard of

salmon-fishers usinA only three hairs; and that
small fish. from four to seveD' pounde. may be killed
with 80 fine a link, there is no doubt; but should

a salmon of fourteen pounde take the fly when the

anAler is usinA such an one. he will be very likely
to wish that it were tripled. A stouter kind of Aut

called salmon-Aut is used in dreuinA larAe hooks for
Ailee and salmon. Ae the link is Aenerally fastened

-or bent. as a whale-fisherman says of the junction
of ths foreAanAer. the foot lenAth of his harpoon. and
the whale.line-to the caetinA·line by a loop, it is
advisable to have it not less than three feet 10nA.

A double loop near the hook is always to be
avoided. as small air bubbles are apt to oollsct
round it, as well as from ite fallinA heavisr on ths

water.

LarAe fties of the most AorAeous colours - a pris
matic combination of red, oranAe, yellow. Areen. or
blue-e.re sometimes dressed, but they are rather for

show than use; thouAh salmon will unquestionably

taks a very Aaudy fly when a more quaker-like beauty

will not tempt them to rise. It is needle88 to Aive

direotions for dressinA such a parti-ooloured ParaAon ,
as any person who can dress a fly has only to con·
sider the rainbow as his type for colour. and he
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will scarcely fs.il to produce s.e perfect a specimen

of the ~enus s.e any salmon would wish to ts.ke.

The followin~ flies are such s.e are most ~ene"

rsJ.ly used in an~lin~ for trout; and s.ny one
of them may be used either s.e a stretcher or a
dropper; the former bein~ the fly at the .end of the

line, the other that which is placed h~her up.

Whether anAJin~ in lake or stream, it is advisable
to use three; the lower dropper about three feet
from the end fly, attached to the foot;.le~th by a

link two and a hill inches lon~; and ths sscond
dropper about two feet above the lower. by a link
an inch lon~er. The foot;.len~th, or trs.il, as it is

called in some parts of En~and. o~ht to be three
yards lon~, from the end fly to the cs.etin~.line, to
which itou~talways to be knotted. and not.looped;

and for fine" fishin~, when the water is low and clear.

it o~ht to be of the finest ~ut, and the flies of the
smallest size.

HACKLES PROPER, WITHOUT WINGS.

L Black hackle. - Dubbin~ of brown, leaden, or
claret colour, with a black hackla over it.

2. Similar dUbbin~,with smoky-dun hackle. Thsse
two are to be tried when the water is olear.

3. Red hackle.-Claret, cinnamon, or bright brown,

with a red hackle from a cock's neck. The colour of

this hackle is of various shades, from a yellowish-red
or ginger hackle to a reddish-brown.
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4. Boldier hackle -Dull scarlet or liAht cle.ret colour,

with a briAht red hackle. This and No. 3,wi11Aenere.ily

be found useful when the water is risinA or fe.1linA,

and before it becomes quite turbid, e.f'ter rain.

6. Grouee hackle.-Olive or cinnamon colour, red.

dish-brown mottled feather of the cock bird of the

red Arouse or moor-Aame for hackle.

6. Wren's ta.il.-13lack and oranAe colour blended;

hackle of the feather of a wren's tail, or one of

similar colour. May be used as a dropper at e.1l
times.

7. Hare's luj!.-LiAht-coloured fur of a hare's ear,

or the white herl of an ostrich feathe,., blended with

straw-coloured fioss.silk; white or Arey hackle over all.

This is of excellent use in the dusk of a summer's

eveninA, either on lake or stream.

WINGED FLffiS.

8, Body lemon-coloured; willAs of a sWlinA's fea

ther, with whisks of the same.

9. Body of the fur of a hare's ear, blended with

black; winAs as the last, of a swlinA's feather.

10. Body of hare's ear; mallard's winAs, with red

hackle under them.
11. Body olive colour, with lemon-coloured tip; red

hackle over it; winAs of the pheasant.

12. Olive, cinnamon, or straw·coloured body; grouse'

hackle over it; winAs of a me.1lard, silver pheasant,

or pintado,
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13. Body mouse or lea.den colour, tipped with

silvsr; ginger or yel.i:owieh hackle; wings of the
heron or tern.

14. Body gosling-Arsen and drab blended; ribbed
with silver; cinnamon-coloured wings of a dotterel;
with red hackle under them.

16. Copper-coloured body, tipped with red; wings
of the starling. ths pheasant, or bittern.

16. Body of the black herl of an ostrich; ribbed
with silver; wings of the blue feather of a heron.

17. May f1y.-Body yellow or straw colour; wings

of a m&1lard's breast feather dyed yellow. with gin·
Aer hackle under them; whisks, the liAht brown fila.
ments of a pheasant's wing feather, or three ~lack

hairs, •
18. Grey draJ<e,-White' or cree.m-colou~ed. body,

ribbed with brown; mottled wings of a m&1lard's or

grey drake's feather; Arsy hackle under them; whisks
as the last.

Ill. Cream·coloured body; wings of the feather of
the Arsy owl; with similar hackle underneath.

20, Similar body to the last; bittern's hackle;
winge of the greyish.blue feather of the tern. The

last two may be used with advantaAe towards the
dusk of the evening.

The above hackles and flies may be dressed upon
hooks No. 6 to 10. and used according to the state
of the weather or the 'size of the fish that the angler
may expect to take.. No.6 to 7 will do for large trout



and whitlinAs. whsn ths day is windy and the

water rouAh: a hook of No.9 size may be used in

lIIIloother water; and small hooks from 10 to 12, when,
the water is clear and th,ere is little wind.. The

feather for the winA is rather mentioned as indi

catinA the colour than intended to convey the no

tion that it is absolutely necessary to use the feather
of the bird specified: any 'other. of the same or

similar shade. will do as well. Troute are not parti.

cula.r as to a shade. or inclined to examine the lure

minutely. when they are disposed to feed.. When the

day is briAht. the water clear. and no wind. so that

the fish can distinctly see the lure offered to them,

it is needless to expect to catch many with the

artificis.l lIy; althouAh. on such occasions. two or

three infs.tuated Aluttons. who cannot resist the

cravinAs of appetite. thouAh they may pls.inly see

that there is "death on the lIy; may be cauAht

when the rapidity of the stream. 1I0winA over

an uneven bottom, causes a ripple at the surface.

ThouAh we know, from frequent experience. that

two or three fues - which are specified as such

in the list- are Aenerally well adapted for niAht

fishinA. or when the water is clear. yet we must
acknowledAe that we are aware of no better mode of

decidinA what fues are especis.l1y suited for each

month in the year, than by puttinA one of each kind

noticed in our list into a hat, on the 1st of each

month, and drawinA out blindfold the first half.

dozen which fix themselves in the finAera; and we
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.dare pledge our piscatorial reputation that they will

be found as killing for trout. during that month, as
any pa.rticula.r half dozen set down for the same

month "in the books." Writers who have formed
their lists of 1lies for each pa.rticula.r month of the
yea.r acoording to the ezample of old tather Walton.
ha.ve not attended to the altera.tion in the oslenda.r
since his time. a.nd do not seem to know that fish.
never ha.ving been ma.ds acqua.inted with the act of

George II.. comma.nding the cha.nge. still observe
the old style. All the editions of Walton published
since this act for correoting the oslenda.r- that is
all from the da.te of Moses Browne's, &nIlO 1769,

to the present time-a.re consequently twelve days
too slow in their lists of 1lies for every month, a.nd
require correction accordingly, It is surprising that

the editor of a late expensive edition of Walton. who
is so well acqua.intsd with da.tss a.nd oslenda.ra.
should have over.looked this moat important tact. as
in such kind of a.nnotation it might bs presumed
that hs would ha.ve found himself most at home.

Sir Humphrey Davy, who. in his "Bslmonia:' has
shown himself ra.ther too prone to find a reason for
every thing connected with a.ngling, has. in that work,

-put forth some gra.ve tri1ling. which he intended for

reasoning, on the subject of salmon taking a tly
whose oriAinsl-supposing the lure to be a.n imita.
tion of the dragon-tly-they never could have seon;

a.nd the result of his ra.tioaination is very like
"a conolusion wherein nothing is oonoluded." Ac-

s
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cordinA to, Sir Hump~y, 'thll salmon may, take

the fly in silPrt ell' from·outi.ollit:Y; or if thsy take
it as food ,it .JIiay:..bs, in' ,a mistake for', a .small
fish,· or from, a vaAUll recollection of the flies

upon whillh they Jed when samleta.- Now we are

aJTived at the last link of the chain, but what does

that .ha.nAon? The myst81Y of the samlete taJcinA
any kind of fly,-9.8 they, can receive 'no lessons in

entom,!loAy from their .parente,. who are recruitinA

themselves in the salt water at the mouth of the

river before their proAeny have burat from tha "pea"

near ita aource~-ia at "leaat aa Areat aa the aaJ.mon

takinA a ahowy lure of fur and feathera, which

may be like aomethiIlA that he may have taated

before, while the impulae wlllch prompta the aamlet

to aeize hia .. first fly" muat be purely intUitive. But

thia ia not the only attempt in the book to explain

the iAnotum per iAnotiua, and after a parade of

ahowy arAument, but feeble reaaoninA, leavinA the

queation where it was. One of the Arounda for aup

poainA that aalmon take the fly ·from curiosity or in
aport, is, that, durinA their abode in rivers, they are

never found with food in the atomach; with equal

reason may we not auppoae that they take the worm,

minnow, amall trout, AudAeon, and par-tail-for it ia

known that !4ey will bite ~t all 'theae - from the

aaroe motives? What a playf~ iLnd inquisitive fiah

the a~on.:r;n~st be! B!'lieve ,witf'. us, Aent1e reader,
-whicl;l..is accordlnA to.1;he.faitll of yoUr Arandsir8',

that the salmon takes];he illY, whetlre'r a quaker in so~er-
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drab, or an anonymous cheat in green, purple, scarlet,

and gold, fur the purpose of ews.llowing it, ehould it

prove to hie ts.ete. The digeetive power of the ealmon

is known to be great, and the process of digestion

rapid, and if their food consisted only of flies and

~secta when in fresh water,-s.s most s.asuredly it

does not- there would be nothing wonderful in the
stoms.ch always being empty when caught in rivera.

As the stoms.ch of the salmon, s.a in man, probably

retains its power for some time s.fter the animal is

deprived of life, the question s.a to the fish not feeding

when in fresh water cannot be decided by ezamin

inA the stoms.ch three or four hour. after death,

when it is possible that the contents may in that

time have been digested. On a dozen different rivera

in England, Ireland, and Scotland, let the s toms.ch.

of finy salmon, at es.ch pls.ce, during the ses.aon, be

examined immediately s.fter the fish is landed, and

we think it p1'Obable that food of some kind-worms,

fish, or insecta-will be found. It ws.a at one penod

s.aserted and believed, that nothing, except mere

fluid, ws.a ever to be found in the stoms.ch of a
salmon, either during his abode in salt water or in

fresh, till it ws.a discovered that in salmon taken at

the mouths of rivers the etomach was frequently
full of sand eels.

The annexed Plate of Angling Apparatus contains
representations of-I, 2. Plummets for sounding the

depth of the watsr; the first with a ring at the top,

and a piece of cork at the bottom to stick· the point
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of tJle book in; tJle seoond, a roll of tJlin shest' lead,

one of the iolda of lead beinA paned round the sbank
of tJle book wben used. 8. A bank-1'UJl%ler. 4. Tin

boz fol' Aentlee. 6. Cleari:l:lA-rinA· Co Reel, winch, 01'
pim. 7, 7. COl'k f1oatll. 8,8.8. Quil floats. 9. Trimmer.

10. Galf. or landinA·book. with a telescope handls, U
DiIA01'Ael'. 1Jl Landin&-net. 18. Bait-kettle. 14. Live
bait. lbowinA the mode of iizinA the book, either

throuAb the b.ck 01' the lip. 16 G01'l\e-bait. 18. GorAe
hook and baitinA·needle. 17. Thumb-winder. 18. Hooks.
from No.6 to la, with specimenl of sinAle or double
eel.hooks underneath. 19, The artificial bait called a
.. deviL" roo Dra6-hooke. f01' c1earinA away weeds. and

drawinA to land nil\bt-lines and trimmers. 21. Bod.
with the line 1'8ady fixed and Ihotted fol' lloat-1ishinA.
lI.'4 Creel. pannier. or iilbinA·basket. 28. Angler'l
pooket-book.

Of the various baits used in anAlinA, tJle followinA
are the principal. The dew. l\erden. and lob-wonn.

thoul\b di1ferinA considembly in form and colour,
acool'dinA to the nature of the eerth in which they
are found. aTe of tJle same lpecies, They are better
suitsd f01' the anAler's purpole aft;e}' they have been
kept a few dayl in damp mOil. as they then scour

themselves. and become toul\ber. A piece of com·
mon brick, pounded small and moistened. may be

added to the moss, as it assists to scour them. The
bl'8:ldlinA. so called from havinA bl'8:lds 01' stripes
acroes the body. is smeller than the lob-worm. and
of a deeper red colour, It is found in old dun&-hills
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and heaps of old tanner's bark. It is a good bait for
small trout, perch, and par.

Maggots. or gentles. as they are mostly called by
Bouth-oountry anglers, may be bred by any person
who requires them, by exposing a piece of offal to

be blown on by flies, A stock may be preserved for
winter use by putting a November brood, well sup.

plied with bran, into a cellar or cool place. whsre
they are not likely to be killed by the frost. When

angling with gentlss, it is best to keep them amongst
bran in a small tin bo%. In By-fishing for trout. a
gentle, on the point of a hook. is sometimes used.
with a hackle, to considerable advantage. The young
brood of wasps and bess; grubs. which are turned

up by the plough in spring; and cad.bait or caddis
worms - which are the larvae or maggot of two or

three kinds of flies. and found in streams, inclosed
in a case of small shells and stones. hollowed twigs.
strew, and pieces of reed-are occasionally used as
bait. The young brood of wasps and bees. when
dried in an oven. become tough. and will keep good.
for a month. Cad·bait are to be kept in their case.
in any cool place amongst damp sand.

Paste for bait used in angling for carp, chub,
roach., or dace, may be made of a piece of soft
white bread, new from the oven, dipped in honey;
or, instead of honey, loaf sugar, dissolved and sim·

mered over the fire to the consistence of syrup, and

worked with a piece of new white bread to the
consistence of a. tough. paste. It may be coloured,
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if' the anAler pleaaell. with vermilion. red ochre, ~r

turmerio. acoordiDAlY as it may be wanted red or
yellow; and if' he be a believer in the efficacy of
scente to allure fish. he may add to his oomposition
a few drops of anniseed. or any other oil. for the
learned in these matters have not yet aArsed what
partioular kind of oil is best.

Minnows, gudgeons. small roach. and dace. for

dead bait, s.re best carried amongst bran. in a tin box
divided lengthways into three pa.rtitious. as may be

seen in some oiAar oases, to prevent them rubbing
sgainst each other. This is a muoh better mode
than carrying them in a damp cloth. which renders
them solt, sloppy. and good for nothing.

Ground·bait for chub, roach, dace. and barbel. may
consist of small balls of clay, bran, crumb of bread,

with ~entles, or ~reaves,out into small pieces, worked
up to~ether and thrown into the water. Greaves are
refuse animal matter from which all the fat has been

extracted by boilin~, and may be had of the tallow
.chandlers. Sometimes it is advisable to bait the

~und the Di~ht before. Blood from the slau~hter

house, bullock's brains, and other kinds of ~arb~e.

are used by certain" brother bobs," to collect the fish

round their "swim." This style of an~lin~ ou~ht to
be left to the uninterrupted enjoyment of butchers'
boys, who are familiar with the blood-kit and Jay.stall,
knackers. Di~htmen, and such ~entry as the em·
players of Burke and Hare, and Bishop and Wil·
liams. When fish-and those of the most worthless
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kind, and affording the least sport- are only to be

caught by scattering clotted blood and "blowing
brains," angling, instead of being a "recreation to
the contemplative man:' must be a punishment to

all save those who may be considered peculiarly
qualified for a situation in Wombwell's Menagerie
or the Zoologioal Gardens-"deferre viecera urao;"
or, as the phrase is deoently wrapped up in the ver
na.cular, by an imitator of Dr. Johneon, "to convey
the :inteatinea of the Oll: to the den of the bear,"

Never, gentle reader, if you wieh to merit the name
of" gentle angler," defile your handa with blood; and
never, ae you hope "to print on her eo~ lipe a
balmy JOae," or-if you be wuing hoary-as the

long.drawn kiae of first and youthful love remaina
hallowed in your memory, never pollute your 'mouth

by putting into it the raw braine of a eheep or an

o:s:. If you wieh to enjoy the trlle pleaauree of an·
gling- the pleasure of filling a large creel amidst
the inspiring solitllde of hills and streams - away
with yOIl to some lonely village, towards ths head
of a trout stream, where no butcher resides within
ten miles; where fresh mlltton is only to be had
once a week, and where bullock's brains are only to
be obtained once a-year - that is, when the only

farmer in the place kills a kyloe at Martinmas, for
winter provision,
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CHAPTER V.

PRACTICAL DIRECTIONS.

Notwithstanding what 1eamed antiquaries and
historians' have' said abOut the name of EnAland.
01' AnAJ,~l8nd. beinA derived from the AnAles~ an ob
soure -tribe 'from JuUand-whioh. by the way; is
never'mentioned by our most ancient Bnlls.1iets as
flmnitrA a CI0118iderable· bod,y of the Saxon invaders
df Britain-it is not W1lik:ely that they may all have·
been 'hlintillA on a. false· scent. The most obvious
d6'rivation 18 from AnAlinA. the myste~ of e&tbhinA·
Deh 'with rod and line; an eleAant br&lloh of the tilie'
artle. 'il:l. 1I'hich the people of this country exoei· all
other nations, and 'the mstinOtive love of which.
beoominA more intense in each sucoeedinA Aenem
tion, they probably derive, from an illustrious race
of anAJ,inA ancestors. who 1l0urlshed the lonA rod
durillA the Heptarchy; and from whom the seven
lI:inAdoms, when united under one crown, were oalled
AenAJ,&Ja.nd; a name in which all would oordiaJly
s.Aree as peculiarly appropriate, sinoe. from St.
Michael's Mount to the Frith of Forth-which we
believe was the extent of "Old" EnAJ.s.nd-they were
anAJ,ers aI.l. Hence, natio AnAlia est; and till the
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end of time may the love of her ohildren towards

the ~entle art, and their ekiil in its exercise, continue

to render the name appropriate ;-for so all piscatory
authors, booksellers, publishers, and tackle-makers,

are in duty bound to pray. The conjecture that

the name An~a, or Asn~le.land, is derived from

.. an~lin~," will be considerably stren~thened

when we consider that the mOTe ancient name,

Britannia, is most probably derived from Britthyl,

a trout, meanin~ the country aboundin~ in trouts;

a much more feasible etymolo~y than that of Rum·

phrey Lhuyd, who derives it from Pryd and Cam,

fertile and fair; a far.fetched etymolo~y, for which

Buchanan - a sava~e with the rod, as the royal

breeoh of James VI. oould testify- scour~es him

soundly. The chan~e of name, from Land of Trouts

to Land of An~lers, is at once simple and natural,

and exactly what a philosophical etymolo~istwould

be most likely to infer. Let any person look at the
map of En~and, includin~ in his survey Sootland,

Ireland, and the PrincipaJity,-that is, if he have not
personally visited each oountry, which every ~enUe.

man, at least, ou~t to do before makin~ the tour of

Elll'Ope - and from the brooks, becks, and burns

which he will see risin~ in all directions, and

windin~ throu~h the country, at last formin~ a noble

river,-capable of bearin~ on its bosom the native oak,
which erst shaded its banks, but now formed, to bear

Britannia's thunders, and" to quell the dspths below,"
-and he will directly peroeive, from the very physical

T
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constitution of the country, that EnAland is peculiarly
adapted to form a race of anAlera, The very cli

mate, which oertain foreiAners decry 88 beinA dull
and cloudy, is decidedly in favour of the anAler; for,
notwithsta.ndinA the number and excellence of our
streams, had we the olear atmosphere and cloudless
skies of Italy, the lly.fisher's occupation would, in a
Areat measure, be gone. Above all other classes of
BnAlishmen, the lly.fisher has most reason to be satis
fied with the olimate of his own oountry; and were a
course of anAling to form-as it ought-a branch of
liberal education, we should not have so many abo
sentees mis-spending their money and their time,
and losing the freshness of honest EnAlish feeling
in the enervating climate and degraded society of
Italy,

.. 0, native Britain! 0, my mother Isle!
How shouldst thou prove auAht elee but dear and

holy
To me, who from thy lakes and mountain hills,
Thy clouds. thy quiet dales, thy rocks. and seas,
Have drunk in all my intellectua.llife,
All sweet sensations, all ennoblinA thouAhte,
All adoration of the God in nature,
All lovely and lill honourable things.
Whatever makes this mortal epirit feel
The joy and grea.t.ness of its future beinA!"·

Under the term .. AnAlinA," Professor Rennie in·
eludes all kinds of fishinA with a hook. in salt water
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as well as in fresh; and it must bs admitted-though

the fact militates aQainst our derivation of Anglia

from "Angling:'- that the people of Sussex, about

6.78, were so ignorant of the "genUe art:' that the

only fish that they knew how to catch were eels. which

they probably manaQed to capture after the primitive

fashion of "bobbing" with a pottle of bay. St. Wil

fred, however, taught them the art of fishing witb

nete, and with books and lines; and thus enabled

them, at a period of famine. to procure a supply of

food from th&ir own rivers and bays. "This Bishop:'

says the venerable Bede. who records the event,

,. gained the affections of the people of Suseex to a

wonderful degree by teaching them this useful art;

and they listened the more willingly to his preach

ing from whom lliey had received so great a bene

fit." St. Wilfred probably acquired his knowledge

of sea-fishing at Lindisfarn or Holy Island, where he

was educated; and, as angling was allowed t.o eccle

siastics as a recreation, it is not unlikely that the
Saint may have fished fly for salmon in the Tyne,

when he was bishop of Hexham.
Sea-fishing. with hook and line. though compre

hended by Professor Rennie under the general. term

"An8!ing:' does not come within the scope of oux

"Souvenir," otherwise, we might. here insert certain
"Recollections ofCod-fishing." which. perchance,might

prove more lengthy than interesting. We will, how

ever. do better; we will embellish this portion of

the volume willi a few Jllustrations of coast scenery,

~.
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which can sca.rcely fail of exciting most ples.sing
sea-side reminiscences. Behold the joint effect

of Topham's pencil and Beckwith's burin, and read.

the description of Crabbe';

"Turn to the w..tery worldI-but who to thee
{A wonder yet unviewed} sha.ll p ..int-the Be..?
Va.rious and vs.st, sublime in ill ite fonns,
When lulled by zephyrs, or when rous'd by storms,
Its colours changing, when from clouds a.nd sun
Bhad.ss a.fl;er sh..des upon the surfa.ce run;
Embrowned and horrid now, and now serene.
In limpid blue a.nd evanescent green;
And oft; the fogAY banks on oce..n lie,
Lift; the f..r sa.il, and che..t th 'experienced eye.

"Be it the summer noon; .. sandy spa.ce
The ebbing tide h ..s left; upon its pla.ce;
Then just the hot and stony bea.ch ..bove
Li~t twinkling strea.ms in bright confusion move;
(For he..ted thus, the warmer air s.scends
And with the cooler in ite fall contends.)
Then the bro..d bosom of the ocean keeps
An equ..l motion; swelling ..s it sleeps,
Then slowly sinking, curling to the s tra.nd,
Faint lazy w..ves o'ercreep the ridAY sand,
Or tap the tarry bo..t with gentle blow,
And ba.ck return in silence, smooth and slow.
Ships in the ca.lm seem anchored; for they glide
On ths still se.., urged solely by the tide."

But, - having thus taken a glimpse of the

se.., - to return to our fresh·water angling.

Previous to enumerating the fish which are prin-
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cipally oaught in· the rivers and 1aJ<ee of EnAland
by angling. it m'Ay perhaps be of some service to

the angler to give a brief sketoh of their a.rrange

ment. s.ooordiDg to the eystem of LinnBBUS. This
distinguished.' natureJist divides fishee propel'-tha.t
is. euoh a.e ·brea.the wholly by means of gille-into

four Orders. wtric:h hs diaoriminates by the absenoe
or by Ute :position of oertain fine. considered by him
lUl8logG1.!s with the feet of quadrupeds.

The first Order- Apodss. or FooSletlll.-ootnpriees
such fish as are without the pair of ventral fins

which ue found on the lower part of the body. be
tween the vent and the mouth in all the other

orders. Of this order the eel s.ffords a fll.mili&r
example.

The second Order-Jugulues-have the ventral.

fins placed more forwud than ,the peotoral fins,
which are those immediately behind the gills.-and
as it were, under the jugulum or throat. The ood
is an example of this order.

The third Order-Thoracici-have the ventral fins
placed under the pectoral. on what may be considered
the thorax or breast; as in the perch.

The fourth Order-Abdominales-have the ventral
flns placed on the e,bdomen or lower part of the
belly. a little before. \;he vent, as in the salmon.

Orders ue sub-divide~ into Genera, which ue

determined by certain..a,neral marks of resemblance
in which a number, o~ .slleciell aAree. Species is the
lowest term in the series, admitting of no further
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division, and where the individual anima.ls com

prising it &.Aree with the specifio definition in every

essentisl point; differing only from the aooidents

whioh are the l'6lIult of' BAe. olima.te, disease, or food. A

fsmilia.r illustration of this a.rtiIicisl s.rra.ngement-for
any genersl point of resemblance may be assumed as

constituting 110 clllo8S, an order. or 110 genus-will be

a.fforded by considering the term " Infs.ntry" as repre

senting an ordE'r of the clus "Army:' 'l'he order.

infantry. s.dmits of res.dy dietribution into genem,

or regiments; the generic cha.raoterietic being IIoSsumed

from the facings, their clothing being coneidered

as 110 ns.tursl covering. The light and grens.dier com·

panies may be regs.rded as two species; and the in·

dividus.ls of ths centre comps.nies will form 110 third;

the specifio distinctione of the two former beinA

the green bob. and the bros.d eps.ulets. respectively.

The finer cos.te and the sashes of the officers ms.y

represent the accidentsl s.ppearances constituting

varieties. which framers of systems and cs.tslogue.

makers of ns.tursl history a.re so much puzzled to
account for. In this illustration, it is to be observed.

ths.t "homo," the Aenus summum of the class. is

to be considered of the co=on gender. as defined

by s.ll Ammmarians from Priscian to Dr. Busby.

It will be perceived from the followinA list, that the

genem which a.fford most sport to the angler are the
Selmo and the Cyprinus; the number of Species

comprehended under the former Genus being twelve,

and· under the ls.tter eleven.
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Order I.-Apodee. No ventral fine.

Genus Muraena.

Murae.aa AnAuilla.-The Eel. Three species

found in EnAland.

Order IT.-JuAulares. Ventral fins before the pectoral.

Genus Gadus.

Gadus Leta. Burbot or Eel.pout.

Order lIT.-Thoracici. Ventral fins under the pectoral.

GenUll Cottus.

Cottus Gobio. Bull.head, or Miller's thumb.

Gsnus Perca.
Perea F1uviatilis. Perch.

. . . Cernua. Ruff or Pope.
Genus Gasterosteus.

Gasterosteus Aculeatus. Stickleback. Three
species.

Order lV.-AbdomiDales. Ventral fins on the ab
domen, behind the pectoral.

Genus Salmo.

Salmo Salar The Salmon. 'l'he fry, oryounB

salmon, are called smoute; and, on their

return from thE' sea to fresh water,-when

they moetJy weigh from three to six pounds.

-they are termed grilse or gilse.
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Balmo Eriox. The grey. A species of salmon
caught in some of the rivers in the north
of Bcot1&nd. It is seldom seen in EngJ.s.nd.
Bome writers conaider it the aame as the
Bewin caught in the Welsh rivera.

· . Rucho. Bull trout.
· . Trotta. Bea-trout. It ia probable that

this ia identical with the hucho.
· . Albus. Whitling, herling, or pbinoc.

Bupposed by aome to be a young salmon.

Fmo. Co=onbum, or freah.watertrout
Balmulus. .Brs.ndling, par, or aamlet.
Belvelinus. Torgoch or red char.
Alpinua. CMe char.

Thymellus. Grayling.
La.va.retua. Guinaid or Bchelley.
Eperls.nua. Bmelt

Genus Esox.
Esox Lucius. Pilee.

Genus Cyprinus.
Cyprinua Berbus. Barbel.

Carpio. Carp.
Gobio. Gudgeon.
Tinca. Tench.
Cephe.lue, or Jesee. Chub.
Phoxinue. Minnow.
Leuc;scue. De.ce.
Rutilus. Roaell..
Orfue. Rud. Suppoeed to be only a

variety of the roe.ch.
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Cyprinus Alburnus. Blea.k

Brama. Bream

Genus Cobitis.

Cobitis Barbatula. Loach.

Of the above species, some, such as the char. are

seldom ta.ken with the rod and line. The burbot is

mostly caught by setting night lines; and such" small
gear" as the loach, minnow. and stickleback. are

only taken by the an81er for bait or by boys for

amusement. The miller's thumb ie seldom or never

expressly an81ed for; but is occasionally caught

when angling for other fish.

As angling is in ite very essence an art of de

ceiving, and as the fish which are most deserving of

the angler's attention are extremely shy. whoever

wishes to catch them must keep himself as

much out of their sight as he can. He who treats

the fish to a view of the whole process of fitting
the rod, screwing or tying on the reel, putting on

his flies, or baiting his hooks as he sits upon a

bank which overlooks the stream, ought to com·

mence his operations at least half a mile farther

off An angler showing himself on the banks

of a trout-stream. when the water is clear, ope·

rates as a general warning for every fish to ta.ke

care of himself. An immediate spread ta.kes place.

similar to that of the group of authors on the ap

pearance of a bailiff-as the scene is somewhere so

graphically sketched by Dr. Johnson-each suspect.
u
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ing himself to be the party" wanted." A novice,

who has heard or re&d that the perfection of the
aogler's art is .. to fish fine aod f&rolf;' ie oft;en fond of

making his first essays with a long line, even in a

stream which he might commaod with a line the

length of his rod. As might be expected, he entan'

Ales his line in some part of his dress, - about his
hat, the buttons at the back of bis coat, or at it.s

cuffB; and if there be a bUBb or tree within reach he

is sure to catcb it. When be does succeed in making

a long cast it iB without biB tail fly or stretcber, whicb

be iB certain to crack off in making his return

Btreke. which be fetcbeB, with migbt and main, at the

water, weilding his rod like a forge.bammer. Though

it be true tbat to fiBh fine and far off iB the teBt of

an angler's Bkill in the management of biB rod, yet

no proficient in the art will use a long line when a

Bbort one will Berve hiB purpoBe. If the object be to
catcb trout, the way to Bucceed is not by throwing

a long line. however lightly, five or Bix yardB beyond

wbere they lie. Though wading be sometimes ne

ceBBary,-either when the line cannot be thrown

clear, on account of trees and bUBheB on the bankB

of a Btream,.. or wben that part of tbe water where

the £iBh lie cannot be otberwiBe reached- yet no

perBon of BenBe will wet his feet when be may

follow hiB BPO,:t dry.shod. Water.pl'oof bootB are

generally recommend'ld to .. waders," and, they who

like them may use them. In our opinion, the

angler can wllde in nothinii" better than shoes and
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etoelrin~e. alwaye carryin~ with him in hie creel.
when he expecte that he will have to take the

water. a pair of felt eolee. and a pair of lambe-wool

etoelrin~e or eocks. Thin plaid trowsers are much

better to wads in than thick milled kerssymeres.

which after they are wet. become as stiff as a
board. Gentlemen to whom the dampness of their

nether ~arments is peculiarly annoyin~. should put

them off when they wade. taJrin~ care to secure

their purse in the coat or wais tcoat pocket. les t

some dishonest person should steal their trowsera.

and thus place them in a most awkward predica

ment.

SALMON.

Ths salmon. above aU other fish. both from it.a

value and the sport afforded in its capture. is the

most worthy of the an~ler's attention; and to hook

and kill a fine freeh-run lively fish of this species

weighin~ from seven to seventeen pounds. requires

the exertion of all his patience and skill. Owin~ to

the ecarcity of this fieh in the south of England.

an~lin~ for salmon. either with fly. worm. or min

now. is seldom practised south of the Tees. In the

northern oounties. where they are more plentiful

the Tyne. in Northumberland. and the Eden and the

Derwent. in Cumberland. ars the rivere which afford

lhebest chance "fsuccessto the salmon fisher. A ~ood

many salmon are cau~t with the rod in the Tweed.

\
I.
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during the ssasen. between Berwick and Peebles;
but he who wishes to enjoy the sport in its greatest
perfection must go fe.rther e.-field. and looats him·
self for a month beyond the Tay. or in the wilds
of Cunnem&rL With respect to salmon.fishing in
Wales. two recent authors. who both profess to
speak from experience. disagree; the one telling the
anAler that he must expect no good salmon.fishing
in the Principality. while the other represents it as
excellent in more strea.ms than any anAler-who
commences selmon'fishing when he comes of age.
and hangs up his rod when about seventy. devoting
three months in each year to the sport. and fishing
each stream thoroughly-can hope to get through in
his life-time.

.. 'Tis really painful here to see
Experienced doctors disagree."

Fresh run salmon. that is. clean fish from the
sea. begin. in small numbers. to enter moet rivers
in the north ofEnAland and in the eouth of Scotland.
about Januaxy. if the seuon be mild; their numbers
increuing during the spring months. In severe
winters. and when the streams are full from the
melting of the snow. theh' appe&r&Dce is propor.
tionately de1&yed. as the selmon hu an aversion to
snow broth. In some rivers their appe&r&Dce is
from a month to six weeks later than in others; and
there are streame which they never enter till April.
though they ucend others which discharge them·
selves into the same estuary in Januaxy.
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The advance-~uBJ'd of the main body of salmon
beAin to ascend above the tide-way about March
in ellJ'ly rivers. and enter the fresh water; and

durinA this and the three succeedinA months of

April, May, and June, is the best time for an·
AlinA for salmon within ten or twelve miles
of the hiAhest point of the river to wbich the

tide 1I0ws. About July. they beAin to push up
towllJ'ds the hiAher pllJ'te of the river, e.ud now

enter its smaller subsidi8.1y streams, Aradually as·

cendinA towllJ'ds their sources. durinA the months of
AuAust. September, and October. as 1I00ds afford them

opportunity of passinA the falls, wiers, and sballcws

Should the weather be frosty. the early fish common·

ly beAin spawninA in November, thouAh the Areater
number spawn in December and Janu8.1y. GriJse.

the younA of the salmon.-which descend as smoute

or salmon-try from the spawninA Around to the sea
in April and May.-return to the rivers about the
middle of June; and aAain descend to the sea in

September. Gnlse, which on their first appearance
weiAh from two to four pounds. and increase durinA
their abode in fresh water to ei% or seven. take
a smaller kind of salmon-lIy, dressed on a book.
NO.4, 5, or 6, accordinA to the state of the water.

They may also be an~sd for with lob-worms, a
minnow, or a pllJ"s tail.

Salmon in ascendinA a rivsr, mostly kesp in the

middle of the stream avoidinA the sbore, and sel·
dam ~akinA any stey in pools or weils which are
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much shaded, either with steep rocky banks or

trees. They are most likely to be found a little

below weirs and falls, and towards the head of

large pools. As salmon never. or at least very rarely.
rise at the fly when the water is clear and unrufIled.

the anAler need not be apprehensive of disturbinA
them by wadinA; for when the water is in such a

state as to alford him the Areatest chance ofsuccess.
they will not be very likely to notice him at the

distance of twenty yards. When the anAler knows
that salmon are in a pool. he must not be content
with making two or three caste, as directed by mere
book·makers. who probably may never have seen a
salmon cauAht. but 11sh the pool diligently again

and again. making his caste frequent; and. should
he not succeed with one fly. try another of a dif
ferent shade.

In dull weallier, when uniformly dark hazy clouds

are impendinA. and the barometer pointe steadily
to rain, both salmon and trout generally decline
taking any kind of bait or flies. whatever may b~

the state of the water. On such days. the angler

may save himself the trouble of going to the water·
side, - except for the sake of exercise.- as he may
much more profitably employ himself at his inn.
if he be merely a temporary sojourner. in dressing
a few flies, looking over his tackle or his linen, or

writing to bis male and female friends. cramming
the former with accounts of the loads of salmon
and trout which he has caught-in bis dreams; and
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soothin~ the ladies-maids, wives, and widows. wbo,)

s.re disconsolately sin~in~. from morninA to niAbt,
.. O. for him back &.Aain:-with a touch of tbe senti·
mental, either in verse or prose. s.ocordinAly as be
may be .. r the vein."

With a twenty.feet salmon rod-a twi~ whicb
requires two hands. and cannot be flourished about
as a ~entleman switches his cane-an expert anAter
will find no difficulty in castin~ twenty-five yards

of line. if the bs.nks of the rivsr be olear of wood;
and if the wind be dUect in his favor, he will be

able to cast five ys.rd.9 more. It is Aeners.lty the
safest way tc strike as soon as the salmon descends
al\;er hamA seized the fly; for when he bas once

taken it in his mouth and made a downward plun~s

there is nothinA to be ~ained by AivinA bim time.
which only affords him an opportunity of blowinA
it out &.Aain should he not have hooked himself.
In the .. Encyclopaedia Metropolitana:' article .. An.

Alin~:'-whichmust have been written by a down
ri~ht i~noramus, wholly unaoquainted with the art
of whiob he pretends to treat, and, from the shame.

ful literary error. wbich have been permitted to
pass uncorrected, revised by a careless editor-i.

the followin~ dUection: .. Wben you ima~ine tbat
the salmon ha9 been struck, be cautious in Aivin~

him tjme sufficient to enable him to pouch hi.

bait. that is, swallow it fairly or securely: al\;er this,
fix the hook in him by a Aentle twitch." A passaAe

betrayin~ Areater i~norance of the art of anAlin~ was

I
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never penned. The doer must have read, that pike,

when trolled for with the dead gorAe. IU'8 to be allowed

time to pouch the bait; and he eaAoly directs. that
alter the salmon haa been .. struck," he is to be

allowed time \.0 take the hook out of his jaw, then

swallow it fairly and securely-no mumbling it like

an old crust allowed;-end when the hook is thus

comfortably lodged in his stomach. and the pro·

cess of di~estion is co=enced, it is to be fixed,

for the second and last time, by a .. gentle twitch,"

The steadiness and self.possession required to

manaAe a salmon alter he is hooked; the peculiar

tact with which the angler now yields to the rush

of the fish, now holds hard when he appears to be

growing weak, are only to be acquired by practice.

as they can no more be taught by mere precept

than the art of dancing on the tight rope. To tell

a novice to be steady when he has hooked a sal.

mon for the first time-now to give him line. now
to hold him in-is like telling a young ensign, who

haa never smelt powder but on field.days. to be

cool and collected in his first battle; or a cockney

not to be frightened when first a covey of par·

tridges starts up before him. within ten yards of

his nose. Favour us. gentle reader, with your pa

tience for five minutes. while we attempt to give a

sketch of salmon·fishing. which will embody all the

practical information on the subject of' catching a

salmon which we can convey; and to secure your

attention the better, you shall be the hero of the tale.
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You are staying at an inn,. or at a friend's house,
on the banks of some river - say the Tweed, the
Tyne, the Spey, or the Costello- for the sake of
salmon.fishing, There has been a soaking rain

of eight hours' duration on the Tuesday•. which
has brought the slO1mon up. and at six o'clock on
'l'hursday morning - with a pleasant breeze from
the south.west; as much blue. in the sky as will

make trowsera for every man in the Royal Navy;
and a cloud occasionally shading the sun's 18.ce

- your fiy is making his first circuit aeross the
berry.brown water of a pool in whiph you know
there are at least twenty salmon. For upwards of
an hour you fiog that half mile of water till your
arms ache. but without success. the fish not yet
beinA disposed to take breakfast. As an excuse for
resting yourself. you sit down for twenty minutes,
and change your fly. Plltting on our No. 1. hare's
lug and bittern's wing, You return to the water
a.gain. and ere the new 11y has gone the circuit thrice.
he is served with a special retainer. in the shape of
a salmon. which. judging from his pull. you estimate
at thirty pounds, the largest and strongest. as you
verily believe. that yOll ever hookel1. With that
headlong plunge. as if he meant to bury his
head in the Qravelly bottom. he has hooked him·

se1£ Your hook. which will hold thirty pounds
dead weight, is buried in his jaws to the bend, and
now that he feels the barb. he shoots up the stream
with the swifiness of an arrow. and fifty yards of

x
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your line are run off before you dare venture to
cbeck bim. Now bis speed is somewbat diminisbed.
bold on a little. and. as the river side is clear of
tzeel. follow up after him. for it il bad policy to let
out line to an unmanageable length. when you can
follow your nsh. There are lome awkward rocks

towWI the head of the pool which may cut your
lin,,; turn him. therefore, 88 lOOn 88 you can. Now il
the time to ehow your tact. in putting your taokle

to the telt without haVing it Inapt by a ludden

Ipring. Hold gently_ase off a little-now hold aABin

-how beauWUlly the rod bends, true from top to butt

in one uniform curve !-He has a mouth. though bitted
for the 1irat time. BravoJ. bil noaa is down the
water! Lead him along.-Gently. he growe reetive.

and ie about aAain. Though hil course is still up
the stream. he Seems inclined to tack. Now he

shoote from bank to bank. like a Berwiok smack
turning up Sea Beach in a gale of wind. Watch
him well in ltays. lest he shoot suddenly a·head.
and carry eJl away. He is nearing the rocks-give

him the butt and turn him aAain. He comeS round

-he cannot bear that steady pull-what excellent
tackle; lead him downwws; he follows reluctantly,

but he is beAinning to faA. Keep winding up
your line 8S you lead him along. He is inclined

to take a rest at the bottom. but, 88 you hope to
land him, do not Arant him a moment. 'I'brow in a
large stone at him. but have both your eyes open
-one on your rod and the other on the place where
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the fish lies-lest he make a rush when you s.re
stooping for a stone, s.nd break loose. Great. at this

moment, is the s.dvs.nLaAe of the angler who hs.s a

"cs.st" in his eye! Ths.t stone hs.s startled the fish

no rest for saJmo-s.nd now he ds.rts to the surfs.ce.

"Up wi tally," what a leap! it is well you humoured

him by dipping the top of your rod, or he would

have gone free. Again. and aAain! These s.re the

last efforts of despair, s.nd they have exhausted

him. He is seized with stupor, like a stout gentle.

man who has suddenly exerted himself after dinner,

or a boxer who has just received a swinging blow

on the jugular. Draw him towards the shore, he

can scarcely move a fin. Quick. the gaff is in his

gills. and now you have him out; and. as he lies

stretched on the pebbles. with his silver sides

glancing in the sun, you think you never cau~ht

a handsomer fish in your life, though you perceive

that you have been wrong in your estimate of his

weight- thirty pounds- for it is evident that he

does not weigh more than thirteen. It was exactly

haJfpast seven when you hooked hilD. and when
you look at your watch after landing him, you

perceive that it ws.nte a quarter to nine. so that

he has kept you in exercise exs.ctly an hour and a

quarter.

"Along the silver streams of Tweed
Tis blythe the mimic By to lead.
Wben to the hook the saJmon springs,
And the line whistles through the rings,
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The boilinA eddy see him try.
Then duhinA ft-om the current hiAh.
Till watchful ~ and cautious hand
Havs led his wasted strenAth to land."

In anAlinA for salmon with a minnow-a sms.ll
trout or brandllnA may be used for the same pu:o

pose-it is necessary to use a 10nA-ahanked hook.
whioh is to be passed in at the mouth and br:>UAht

out between the vent and the tail; and. to prevent

the bait slippinA down this hook, a small hook.

....hipped on a piece of fine Aut about three inches

lanA. is to be attached to the link and passed
throuAh the minnow's lips, To facilitate the spin.
ninA of the minnow. it ie usual to employ two

swivels. Ollil at the junction of your first and eeoond

lenAth of Aut. and the other at the junction of the
second and third; with a shot. Areater or smaller
accordinA to the strenAth of the current. placed on
the Aut. immediately above each swivel. to keep the
minnow down in the water. In spinninA a minnow,

the foot-lenAth. of Aut, is Aenerally about three
yards lanA. 80me anAlere use a conical piece of lead.

with a hole at the apex, for the Aut to pass throuAh.
which they slide down over the minnow's nose;

but this method haa not any advantaAe over the
simpler one of placinA shot above the swivels. The

manner of usinA this bait is to cast it across the
stream. and, as you draw it towards you. to keep

it playinA by a sliAht motion of the rod.
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In DsmnA for salmon with lob-worms, two or
three, 8OCOrdinA to their eize, ouaht to be pl_d

upon the hook, which ouAht to be cast up the
etream and worked Aently down with the current.

acoordinA to the strenAth of which the line is to be
ehotted. When epinninA a minnow, or DshinA with
the wot= for salmon, it is customary to use a

stiffer top-piece than in DsmnA 11.1. When a salmon

is hooked by either of the" former methods, he is
to be manaAed in the same manner aa in lIy-Dsh.

inA· There is no rod or taclde, that we have ever
seen, which will enable an anAler to throw a sal.

mon of twenty pounds weiAht, over his head, aa he

would whisk out a trout when shade-DemnA. The

beat time of the day for salmon.fiemnA is from Biz

in the mominA till eleven in the forenoon, and from

four in the afternoon till dusk; but when the water

and weather are favorable, they may be anAled for

at any hour between sun·rise and sun·set. The

anAler who in one day haa the skill and Aood for
tune to land four ealmon, each upwards of eeven

pounde, thouAh" he may have toiled for them from

dawn till eveninA. has no just cause to Arwnble, and to
represent the water aa not worth DahinA. An amateur

anAler, who haa thrice in the course of ten years
taken eight salmon in one day, is entitled to Aive

a minute detail of each day's proceedinAs, and catch
hie salmon over aAain, in all companies, social,
philosophical, or litera:y. Before talrinA leave of
the salmon, we beA to OO1'1'8Ct an error of the press
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in the second seriee of Mr, Jesse's interestinA

.. GleaninAs'- of which, compared with the .. bar·

vestinA" of some others, it may be said that" the

AleaniDAs of the Arapes of Ephraim are better than

the vintaAe of Abiezer." It is there stated. paAe 306.
that "the ovarium of a salmon will produce

IlO'cX:O,CXXl ova." This rMquires correctioD, by cuttinA

off the three last ciphers. and makinA the Dumber

OO,(XXl instead of OO,CXXl,CXXl. Twenty millions of the

ova of a salmon ready to spawn would weiAh about

four hundred pounds, The number of ova in salmon

is. accordinA to the size of the fish. from fifteen to
twenty.five thousand.

In the annexed enAravinA, an anAler is repre

sented- evidently from Cockneyshire. as may be

suspected from his neck bare. a Is. Byron. white

drills and pumps. and his basket siunA over the

wronA shoulder - ms.kinA. with a AudAeon.rod. hie
first essay in fly·fishinA, bendina forward in eleAant

attitude, as if he were anAlinA in the Lea. and a

Is.dy on the opposite side admirinA him. The scene

is in Wales. and the spot where he has thrown his

fly seems a likely one for both salmon and trout,

and worthy of beinA fiBhed by a Areater proficient.

THE GREY,

The Balmo Eriox. or Grey. which enters some of

the rivers in the north of Bcotland, about AuAust.

is little known in the rivers south of the Forth,
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thouAh occasionally a 'solitary one is cauAht in the

Tweed. Martin. in his .. History of the Western

Islands of Scotland." 2d edition. 1716. thus speaks of

it. .. The Arey lord. alias black·mouth. a fish of the
size and shape of a:,j.ilindn. takes the limpet for a

bait.• "Th~;'e is another" way of an~li;'A f';r "this fisb.

"by 'falltmrinA a sbort y;'hite down.· 6{-';' Aoose bebi'~d"
the book; and 'the ·boat·<qeiI1A' continuallY:l'9wed•
the fisb run: Areedily e,ft8~ the" d6wn and are .easily

cauAht."

BULL-TROUT, SEA.TROUT. AND WHITLING.

The buU.trout. sea-trout. and whitling-the two
former beinA probably of the same speoies- begin

to run up the rivers about May. and return to the

sea in September. 'I'bey will all take both fly and

worm. and are to be angled for in the same manner

as for the salmon, and with similar flies dressed on

smaller booke. The whitling is most abundant in

the rivers which discbarge themselves into Solway

Frith; and many are caugbt every season in the

Tweed and most of ite tributary' streams. In the

northern counties of Scotland. thsy are call"d fin.

Dooks, and are not so larAe as' those caught ill the

streams or on tb"b~rder. wbere they are frequently

oauAbt·. sixteen :in"6b1ls long, and weiAwnA two'

pounds; in Abe:r:deen. ..e.f.d 'Petthsb~e they seldom
exceed a foot. t.. .. I
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In lak&-fishing for largs trout, such &8 Balmo
ferox. of Loch Aws. with a small trout for bait, snap
booD whipped on strong gimp, are to be preferred.
An excellsnt snap, of four hooD, is made thus :-To
tbe end of youI' Aimp whip a stout No.4 book;
and a little higher up. on the same gimp, another

book a size or two sma11or. so that the two may

stand back to back. e,~d.~" .bend of the uppal' ~one
a quarter of an incb abov\l the shank of the lower.
On another piece of gimp. whip two more hooks in.
& eimilar manner: and an inch above the ehank of
ths upper hook make a small loop on the end of
the gimp. To pait the hook, put the end of the
longest gimp into the gills of the emall trout,

and bring the eIId out at ite mou~h; do the same
with the shorljeJ; p~e08 .at the other Bill, and. pass

the end of the .lqnger Aimp throuBl;>. the loop of the.
eh~rter, which loop ie to be drawn into the fish's
~outh. . Blip a emq.jl.leaden bead down the lenAth,

Qf.AiIt\p ~to. the moV.~, anll leVi it< up. Stick. the
lower hooks.sligbt;ly into .the..slPn of .the, liSA .tha.t:

they may lie fair, and the bait is ready. If it bo
thought ne08ssary. in large bait, six or eight hooks
may be used in the same way, havinA the lowest

reaching nearly to the tail. The artificial bait, called

a dsvil, formed of silk and silver twist. and having
a tin tail. elightly ourved. to make it spin better,
and armed with a bristlinA array of hooks, is some·

times used. in the same manner &8 a spinning bait

in fishinA for large trout. Two or three, of different
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The common, or burn trout continuee in the freel;l
water all the year, without vieiting the eea, and
may be anAIed for with either fly or worm, from
March till November; but the beet time is from
April to July; thouAh at\;er a heavy rain towards the
end of the latter month, if the water hae been for
two or three weeks low, in coneequence of drought,
the angler will sometimee take more in a sinAle
day than in any day of the months preceding; but
on the whole. anAling is not so Aood, and from thie
month trout are less frequently caught. and in
emaller numbere. Trout do not generally appear
inolined to feed about mid-day; and the most likely
time to catch them is before nine in the morning
and at\;er four in the afl.ernoon. What hae been pre
viously said respecting the most favourable state of
the weather and water for salmon.fishing will aleo
apply to trout;.fiehing, with this addition, that trout
may be angled for when the water is becoming dis
coloured ae well ae when it is clearing a*er rain;

which is not Aeneral1y the case with the salmon. ae
it ie the flood which brings the new fish up,

.An anAIer who wishes to obtain a dish of troute
will not wait till they are inolined to talce the arti·

ficial fly. prOVided he can fairly hook tbexn by avail'
y

COMMON, OR :BURN' TROUT.
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colours, ehould alwaye form part of the contente of
the angler'e pocket-book, ae they are ready for uee
at timee when a minnow cannot be had.

<,. I
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inA himself of other mea.ns. In days when the

water is olear and smooth-not a breeze stirrinA to
ourl its surfae-and when there is not the sliAhtsst
chance of 8uooeS8 with the artifioial fly, the shade

fiaher will not unfrequently brinA home a dozen

or two of Aood trouts. Iu shade-fishmA, the aUAler

ouAht to u.e a stiff rod and a line stronA enouAh to
lill; out a trout the moment he iB Btruck; and for bait

we know nothinA better than aentleB. The beBt situa.

tionB for practiBina thiB method of analina are the
banks of streams Bhaded by trees and bUBheB that

conceal the analer from the Biaht of the trouts

which are takinA their eaBe in the pool below, lei·

Burely openina their mouthe and plyina their amB
ae if between BleepinA and wakina. Ravina put a
couple of aentleB on hiB hook, let the anAter warily

make hiB way throuAh the bUBhes, and projBct hiB

rod aB impBrceptibly aB the motion of the Bhadow

on the dial; and drop hiB hook aB Aently aB a
catel'pillar 10werB himBBlf from the branch of a lime

tree to the Around. A fine portly.lookina trout, who

would not BprinA at the mOBt temptina fiy, aB reo

quirina too much exertion, BkullB himBelf, with =0

or three aentlB BtrokeB ofhiB tail, towards the dainty

morBel, w:o.ich he tiPB over aB you, Aentle reader,

would an oYBter; and, JUBt aB he iB deBcendina, he
feelB a BliAht ticklina in hiB throat; and before he

can ascertain the caUBe. he fin dB himself in another

element, fiyina like a bird throuah the alderB that
Bhade hiB native Btream.
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In clear water it is sometimes advanta~eous,

wben there is a li~ht breeze, to use two natural

1Iies, with a fine line, puttinR a small book tbrou~h

them, under ~e win~, so ·that they may lie with
their heads in opposite· dUeations, .and e.llowinS

them to be li/lhtly bloWn Mm.s the stream, or

carried down with the CUlTBnt. When usinS the

blowinS line it is necessary to employ a reel. Worms,

either lob or brandlinS. are· an excellent bait for

trout when the water is 'ra\her discolou:red; and

even whsn it is clear trout 'Will frequently take the

wcrm in strea'my pe.1'te of a Tiver or a burn, when

they will not take the fly. When worms are used,

the bait is to be thrown up the stream and worked

~dually downwards to the extent of the

anRler's line;

In swift-runninS streams. the fresh·water or burn
trout seldom attains to the 'W"8~Sht of five pounds;

and, in such streams, in the North of EnSland and

in ScoUand, by far the ~reater number of troute

cauSbt weigh less, than .half a pound eacb. In the

Thames, between' TeddinSton and Windsor, very

larse fresh.water trouts are sometimes cauSht.

Within the last twelve months three have been

cauSht, two with the net, and one with the rod and

fly, each of which weiShed upwards of twelve pounds.

'I'be annOOl:ed beautiful enSravinS of a larse trout,
from a paintinS by-.A. Cooper, R A. is a" portrait" of'

.. well-fed five-pounder, ...hich was cau/lht by the

artist himself, in the WandIe, in May, 1834.
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BRANDLlNG·TROUT. PAR. or SAMLET.

The brandling trout. par. eamlet. fingerling. reck.
rider. sampson. shedder. aIld laet-spring. are the
various names by which thie little fieh. that hae

eo much puzzled ichthyologists to discover his pa
rentage. is known in di1ferent parts of the kingdom.

One writer is disposed to believe that brandlings
are the young of the sea-trout; another believes
them to be the produce of a trout and a salmon; &

1.hird says that they are the young of such salmon
ae have been preventsd ftom returning to the ssa;

a fourth. that they are all miltsrs or males. cons&
quently a cross between two di1ferent species; and

a fi1\h. having discovered the 18ct that they are of
both sexes. concludes that they are a distinct spe.
cies; and &8 such we will consider them until the
observations of experienced ichthyologists shall have
decided their true pedigree. The name brIl.I1dling. or
fingerling. is derived ftom nine or ten marks, of a
dusky bluish colour. like the impression of fingers.
upon its sides. They are supposed to visit the sea.

ae they generally mak~ their appearance in rivers
about April. and disappear in November. On their
first appearaaC8 they are between five and six inches
long; and very few nine inches long are taken at
aIly time. the average being about seven. Brand.

lings are 80met.imes caught in Janusry and Februe,Ty.
returning to the sea. weak and emaciatt.d. &Iter
spawning.
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The brandling is a bold little fish, and will rise

at a fly large enouAh for a Arilse. They may be
anAled for with any small illes, and they bite Are&

dily at a half-hackle, with a maAgot on the point of

a hook, which ouAht to be allowed to sink a little
below the surface ofthe water A brandliDg.worm is

also a tempting bait for thsm at all times when

they are disposed to feed. llrandliDgs are numerous

in the rivers that discharAe themselves into the

Solway. Frith; and in the Eden. in ths neighbour

~ood of Carlisle. Areat numbers are cauAht every

season. Marks similar to those on the brandling.

trout may be psrceived on the sides of the salmon

fry, when the scales are rubbed off. Tbe par-teil,

which is the lower half of a brandliDg.trout, ueed

in the same manner as in spinning a minnow, is a

most excellent bait for pike and larAe trout; and

one more killing the anAler cannot use.

CHAR.

Char, which are taken in the lakes of Winder·
mere, Conistone. and lluttermere. in England. and

also in Bome of the lakes of Scotland and Wales,

will sometimes take the fly. and are also angled for

with worme, gentlee. and cad·bait. They are so
eeldom taken with the rod. that it is scarcely worth

the anA!er's while trying for them. The beet place

for anAling for case Char. is in the Brathay, at the
head of Windermere, which they enter in September,
for the purpose of spawning.
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The AraylinA. wbich is not a common species, is
mostly cauAht in the western counties of EnAland.
It is also cauAht iu the Dove. in Derbyshire. and in
several of the tributaries of the Trent; in the Derwent,
the Wharfe, the Rye, the Ure, and the Wiske. in

Yorkshire. It is not found in Ireland, nor in Scotland;
and, thouAh the Rev. Mr. Lowe represents it as beinA

frequently cauAht in the Orkneys. in salt water, we
are much disposed to think that be means some
other fisb. known there by the same name. Tbe
AraylinA will take any of the tlies usually employed

in anAlinA for trout, as well as cad.bait, Aentles. and
worma. ThouAh Walton says that be will bite at a
minnow, we never knew one taken with such a bait.

The AraylinA spawns in May, and is in Areatest
perfsction from September to Christmas.

GUINIAD OR SCHELLEY.

This species, mosUy cauAht in lakes. is called, in

Wales, the Auiniad, and, in Cumberland, the schslley.
It is probably the powan of ths Scottish, and the
pollan of the Irish lakes. They seldom exceed a foot
in lenAth, and, in ths appsarance of the mouth, they
resemble the berrin~. They swim in shoals; and,

in Ullswater, where Areat quantities are cauAht with
the net, and afterwards potted, 'and sold as char,
upwards of a thousand are sometimes taken at a
sinAle haul. Sometimes a few descend into the river
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Eamont, at the fo$ of Ullswater, where, as well 11.8

in the ·lake, they at's anAled for 'wlth~tl1e a!.'tifici.&l
fly, the ellme as for small·t:fOI1t. .,

. ~. :.", .

Smelts are caught in mcst rivsre frequented by

salmon. and thsir co=on length is about seven
inches. They enter rivers from the sea, about the be.

AinninA cf winter, and are said to spawn in March.
They are mostly angled for, from March to August,

and usually with a patsrnoster lins, so called from

the number of hooks, usually eight or ten, placed on

the line, at a regular distance from each other, like

the paternoster beads on the rosary, or "prayer

tally," of Roman Catholios. The hooks, No.9, to

stand better from the line, ouAht to be whipped to
a fine bristle, five or six inohee lang. Smslts will

take shrimps, tJ:ieit' natural food, at the mouths of

rivers ;",ra,;:,dling worms, or gentles: but a preferable
bait is a piece of oile;'of thsir own speoies.

PlKE.

Next to the ssJ.mon and the troo.t, the pike

affords. the angler, the' 'grefItest sport, - in all the

various' modes 0 angling for him;' the principal

of 'which maY' be'- cort;1pnsed' und'er,' 1. Trolling, in

its moat il'estlrioied' !fense, of fishing with the dead

bait, <l.Ild double,gorge :hook." 2. Live-bait fisbing

Coogle



168

when a .float is Jl,sed on the line. 3. Snap fishinA.
with either a live or dead bait. In trollinA. a

rod about fourteen Jeet lonA is commonly us~d.

with a stouter top pisce ~a,,: is employed in

fly-fishinA. and provided with wider and stronAer

rinAs for the line to run throu~h. A reel is neces
sary. and the line. which ouAht to be a stronA one.

of silk. or silk and hair. should not be less than forty
yards. The bait may be almost any small fish;

dace, reach. trout. par, audAeon. or bleak. The hook

used is a double one. of the kind commonly called
eel hooks, the pointe of which stand more outwards
than in others; the shank is fastened to a short

piece, about two or three inches, of twisted brass

wire. which is covered with lead from within an inch
of the eye at its top. to half-way down the shank of

the hook To the eye in the brass wire about nine

inches of stronA Aimp is made fast, and attached by a
loop to the line. To bait this hook it is necessary

to use a baitinA needle. whicj:l is a kind of 10nA bod

kin, sharpened at the point. the other end beinA

turned into a small hook. instead of hs.vfuA an eye.

HookinA the baitinA needle to the loop of the Aimp,

pass it throuAh the body of the perch. dace, roach,

or AudAeon. intended for the bait, enterinA it at the

mouth. and brina~A_ it ou~ at . the fork of the
tail Draw the Aimp throuAh till the hooks lie

on each side of the m?uth. of the bait. To pre.

vent the bait slippinA down the hook. when trollinA.

tie the tail with a piece of white silk or thread,
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to the gimp. Loop now the gimp to the line. and

co=ence trolling ae soon as you please. Some

anglers reco=end that the mouth of the bait
should be sewed up. though for what purpose

ws never yet could clearly make out. Let the angler

make it a general rule never to adopt flmciful con

trivances when he can make more simple tackle do.

nor to attend to fiddle-faddle directions. which only

give additional trouble. without answering any useful

purpose. He is ths best angler who can catch ths most

fish with the simplsst contrivances; and he is an

ass who goes out loaded with complicated tackle

to catch fish which are not worth dressing. and

which any school-boy can take with an untri=sd
hazel.rod, a halfpenny-worth of twine for a line, a far

thing hook, and, for a float. an old cork-which has

done service for an age in repressing the sallies of

his grandmother's or maiden aunt's small beer.

To return to our trolling. - Wben all is ready, the

bait is to be cast into the water. near to where pike

are likely to lie. the angler. as he draws it towards

him, now letting it sink. and now raising it towards

the surface. As the pike. in seizing the bait, does

not immediately swallow it. but makes off to some
distance to pouch it, the angler must give him line

freely. After the pike has had what the angler con·

siders sufficient time-in giving which he must fre·

quently be guided by the motions of his prey

let him strike, and. if he hooks the fish. let him

manage and land him in the best manner he can.
z
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Wben a fish rUDS off with the bait and continues
quiet for eight or ten minutes, then let the angler
etrike; be will not be likely to gain any advantage
by givinA more time; and .. master jack:: that he may
.. swallo... the bait safely and securely:' as a learned
Theban says of the salmon. ougbt not to be allo...ed
less. In trolling. baits of diffsrent sizes may be
used. from a small gudgeon to a roach eigbt or nins
inobes long A larAe bait is most tempting to larAe
fish. but a small one affords the best chance of
hooking them.

In fishing for pike with live bait. roach and gud,.
Aeon are generally preferred, ,the former as being the
most lively upon the book and qlost' durable. and the
latter as most tempting from September to Christmas.
Wbere roacb or gudgeon cannot. be obtained. any of
the fish mentipned,a.l!.,bai~ in trolling Play be em
ployed. In.live-.bait fishing. it.is advisa]j1e to use
a longer rod; tb(l.O, in.: troJtjJ:;g. in order that the
angler, ...h.!ln.negellsl!,ry. may..drop.or swing thebait to
a considetable iliSt!plCil wto the ....ater. eiJ;l.c~ to cast
it as in lrolling.....ould be v'lry liJi:ely to render:the'
term "live b~t".a miqnomer.. Tbe ·booke:....J:;etb:er,
einAle, No. ~,.~r:.dou~le,No.6, are ...to .be ...hjpP'ld()~; ,
gimp; tbe ~e. is ..to be. e.bo~te,d•.1;o,--ke.ep the, .bait
down. and',a ,tl9a~ i •.to ,pe ueed,.le,r~e: enough to ,sua-;
pend the:fish..•Tbg ej~gle..h()ok. ie,UJled in two. i!'aye;.
either by. passing it through, the lips of the fisb.
at the 'side or the ·~~u$. or by.p~s~g it throuAh
the', baCk. imp:>ediate]y .].Ulder .the fore part o,f the
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back fin, taking care that it does not enter too deep

and so kill the fish. The double hook, which may

be obtained forAed on one shank, at the taokla

maker's. or formed by tying two single hooks back

to back, requiree to be fixed by a baitinA-needle.

Hooking the needle throuAh the loop of the gimp.

pass it under the skin, a little behind the gills and

above the pectoral fin; and bring it out at the POS0

rial' enremity of the back fin; draw the gimp

throuth till the shank of the hooks is entered and

the pointe lie flat. on what is ca.lled the shoulder of

the fish. Though this is not so simple a mode of

using the liv....bait as either of the former, and

though the bait sooner dies, some anglers consider

that it affords a greater ohance of hooking pike.

which always swa.llow the bait with the head fore

most, In fishing with the live bait in any of the

above modes, the pike is to be allowed time to

pouch the bait, as in trolling with the dead gorge.

In snap-fishing. whether using a live or dead bait,

the angler strikes directly he feels the fish pull; and

it is this. with the number of hooks used to render

it effective. which constitutes the difference between

snap-fishing and the other two modes, trolling

and liva-bait fishing. previously described. A most

effective snap is that with four hooks, deSCribed

at p. 160. in treating of lak....fishing for large trout.

A double snap hook, to be used with a live bait,

may be made as follows. Whip to a foot of gimp

~ ~.. ~"':-

",~T;:
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two hooks, No.4, each of which has been previously

tied to 110 piece of twisted wire, about a.n inoh and a

qus.rter long, back to back, and between them a small

one, No.7 or 8. In baiting this snap, the small

hook is to be passed through the back of the fish

under the fin, and the !arAer hooks allowsd to hang

down on each side. A dead snap may be formed by

whipping two hooks. No.4 or 6, or larger if thought

nsoessary. to 110 lsngth of gimp. so that the points

may stand distant ft'om sach other about 110 quarter

of 110 oirole. PIIo8S 110 baiting needle in at the vent of

the bait and out at the mouth, a.nd draw the gimp

throuAh till the hooks lie olose to the body; slip 110

leaden bead down the gimp and into the mouth of the

fish, to make it sink, sew the mouth up, and the bait

is ready. There are several other modes of forming

snap-hooks. but the three whioh we have notioed will

genera.lly be found 1108 efficient as a.ny other. In using

the dead·snap, the bait is to be cast into the water

and kept moving in 110 manner similar to trolling.

Spinning 110 bleak or 110 minnow, the same a. for trout.

is a Aood method of anAling for pike. Snap-fishinA

with the dead-bait is mostly praotised in spring.

and trolling from September to Christmas, whsn

the rivers are olear of weeds: the livs.bait is kill

ing at all times. and may bs practised with suocess

on eithsr msre or rivsr. Pike will taks 110 young frog

with ths hook passed through the skin of his back.

or throuAh his jaws, the same as in the live·bait.
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A va.riety of a.rtificia.l baits for pike are sold at the

ahopa of fiahin~-ta.ckl.e makera, such as mice, min

nowa, and fro~a; and pike are not unfrequently

cau~ht with a lar~e ~audy compoaition of feathers

about tha size of a wren, with ~laBS beads for eyes,

and a formidable double hook for a tail.

It may not be improper here to notice the mode

of catchin~ pike by means of a trimmer, which is

~enera.lly a circular piece of fiat cork from five to

ei~t inches in diametsr, with a ~roove in the ed~e,

in which is wound from twelve to twenty yarda of

atron~ line. In the centre of the cork a piece of

wood is fixed, with a notoh in the top for the bi~ht

of the line to be slipped in when the trimmer is

baited, and which admits of the line bein~ easily
pulled out when a fiah aaizasthe bait. The hook

usad may ba either sin~le or double, as in live-bait

fiahin~, and the bait allowed to swim at what depth

the an~er pleases - genera.lly about mid-water

where the depth doea not exceed four fathoms

by fixin~ a small bullet to the line. Trimmer
fiahing is mostly practised on lakes and meres, and

in rivers where the water is still. Pike are cau~ht

in every part of Great Britain, and are most nume·
rous in the fen-land 'of Norfolk, CambridAe, Lincoln,

Huntingdon. Whittlesea mare, in tha latter county,

afforda tha baat pike-fiahing in the kin~dom. Pika,
until they ara twenty.two inchaa long, are, in the

south of En~nd, commonly callad jack. In aome
parts of Scotland the pike ia ca.lled the ged: the old
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EnAlish name waS the luce, and it occurs in old wri·

tinAs two centuries before,the ref<nmation, when

"Turkies. ,!lOpB, C&:rp, pick&re1, and beer,"

are Baid to have been first brouAht into EnAland.

It iB su:rpriBinA" that th'" 'lyinA old distich from

which the above line is 'quoted should have de

ceived Bome modern writin-e, who ouAht to have

known better. as to the tiIDe of pike and C&:rp beinA

firet inb-oduced into thiB c!:>untry, They &re both
probably iIidiAenouB. The'C&:rp iB expresBly men
tioned'in' the book or' St. Alban's, printed upws.rds

of,twenty yes.re. before'they "were firBt introduced;

s.a is erroneouBly stated; "by Mr, Leonard Ms.acal.

a Sussex Aentleman," 'Pike Amw to a larAe Bize.

Bome hannA been cauAbt in this country weiAhinA
upws.rds of forty pounds.

The pike, of which an admirable enl\ravinA is
here inserted, ws.a cauAbt 'by 'our fiiena!'Mr. W=
SimpBon; with alive-bait, a dace. and sinoAle'hook, in
the ThameB, near Mariow; on'i22d October'ls.at He

waS 3 ft;. 4'in.lonA, arld weiAbedOOlbs, Thoua,li he Ws.a

etrOnA' and BtruAAled hai-d, yet our friend hil.d him

aBbote withiu tWenty minuteB of hie eeizinA the bait.

PERCH,

In 1:iotto~.fiehinA for perch there is Bcarcely a

better bait than a brendliIiA. or a well.Bcoured lob

worm, thouAh the' former iB to be preferred. Two
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or three hooks may be used, e.s they bite freely.
and e.re frequently pulled out in pairs. Large per~h

e.re caught with a sme.ll de.ce, gudAeon, or minnow.

used e.s the live-bait for pike, with the single hook

pe.ssed through the back or the lips. When bot.
tom.fishing, have tackle strong enough to enable

you to pull them out at once, without giving them

line. Perch e.re co=only met with in ehoe.ls, and

when they beAin to bite, the anAler may genere.lly

reckon on a large teJce. They appear to be a stupid

fish, for it certainly requires very little skill to catch

them. When a echool-boy, we recollect catchinA siz

dozen, e.ll that were in the pool, one evening be

tween six and eight o·clock. when the water we.s so

clear thst we could see them he.sten to seize the

bait directly it we.s thrown in, e.s if contending-like
steam·boat passengers,-who should be first e.shore.

Our rod and line were anything but elegant. the

former being of unbarked hazel. and the latter a

home·made article of hair, each link twisted by

means of a crooked pin fixod in the crown of an

old hat. and joined by clumsy knots which would

scarcely slip throuAh the eyes of the spectacles

which we lUe now obliged to use when we mend a
pen or dress a fly.

Lo here, Aentle reader, the portrait of a simple
youth. silly Bobby Beaty. - a quondam angling ac
quaintance of our own -who laboured under anAli.

mania. and who broke the ice on Squire Se.1keld·s

pond to fish for perch at Christmas. The disease,
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however. coneiderably abated as he ~re ... older; and

Bob is now only known as one of the most simple

bacon·factors, and one of the most 1I.l'dent ~lers. in

Carlisle, where his pa.ssion for fishin~ ha.s 0 bta.ined
for him the name of .. the Cormorant."

POPE, OR RUFF.

This fish is not unlike II. young perch. but from

which species it is readily distin~uished by not

havin~ the bars on the sides. and by the lar~eness

a.nd prominence of the eye. They are not unf're

quently cau~t in the Thames when an/llin/l for

/lud/leons or roach, They are numerous in the

Wensum and the Yare, in Norfolk. where they are

an/lled for with ~entJes, II. bra.ndlin/l. or II. sma.ll red

worm. The ruff eeldom exceeds seven incbee in

len/lth. and the /lreater number caU/lht are between
five and six.

~ARBEL.

The barb'el; thou/lh his flesh is little esteemed.

bein/l by some persons coneidered unwholesome. yet

affords, perhaps, more sport to the an/ller than any

other fiBh of the genus to which h.e belo':&B, Ba~bel

are numerous in the Thames. where they' are cau/lht

from May to Octobe"r,'thouAh the height of the Bell.'

eon for barbel.fishin/l iB from' the .middle of July to

the middle of September. Barbel a.re ca.u/lht 'in the

Trent. but in the riverB north. of' the Humber they
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are seldom ssen. In fishinA for barbsl. Around-bait
is m,?stly thrown in to collect the fish; ILI1d. to
ensW'e success. it is gsnerally advisable to bait the
place whers it ie intended to lLI1Ale the night before.
The Around-baits chiefiy reco=ended. are eoaked
greaves. or WOnDs chopped into pieces. worked up
into balls with clay ILI1d brlLI1. Small pieces of
well-soaked greavss are frequently used &II bait. &II

&1so wall-scoured lob-worma. Aentles. pute. and
pieces of new cheese. In anAIinA for barbel. it is
necessary to use stronA tackle. as they struAAle hard.
andare frequently cauaht weiAhinA upwards of five
pounds. Barbel weiAhinA ten pounds are not un·
common. and one is said to have been cauAht. near
Shepperton. weiAhinA twenty-three pounde. Where
the anAler is likely to catch larAe fish. it is advisa
ble to use a No. • hook. whipped to a link of
twisted Aut. They are anAled for at bottom. either
with or without a fioat. In anAlinA for barbel. either
from a punt or the shore. it is necses&ry to have a
reel on the rod. with a line thirty yards 10nA. The
beet time for catchinA barbel is from day.break till

nine in the mominA. and from four in the aftemoon
till dusk. Towards eveninA they AsneralJy bite more
freely than at any ether time of the day. Near
Shepperton. in AuAust 1lll7. four Asntlsmen caught
eighty-three barbel. weiAhinA &1toAether one hun·
dred and nineteen pounds, in five hours. Of this
number. the two larAest weiAhed twenty pounds;

A ..

] .
~~ .

),
/

Coogle



v

178

and the two next in eize liaeen; the weigbt of the

other seventy.nine being eighty.four pounds. rath"r

Ieee than an average of a pound and a quarl.er each

CARP.

The carp is not a; common lish. being mostly

fOllDd in ponda where it is preserved. or in rivers and

cute where the bottom is rather soft and the water

almost still. Fine carp are sometimes caught in the

Thames, or the Isis. &ll the river is commonly called,

between Dorchester and Oxford They are a very

shy fish. and do not take a bait readily. When an·

gled for, it is usual to throw in ground-bait 01

brewer's grains, crusts of bread. or worms cut small

and worked up into baUs of clay. a day or two be

fore. As good a bait as any. is a well·scoured lob·

worm. at a foot from the bottom. Cad.bait. gentles.
and paste. are also used as bait for carp. Of aU the

branches of fishing, angling for carp is certainly ths

dullest and most stupid; and is only fit for those

persons who can sit or stand on one spot for five

or six hours, and return home" contented and grate
ful" with three nibbles and one bite, and happy

beyond measure with a brace of fish. Carp are

mostly caught from one 100 three pounds weight.

though large ones are sometimes. taken weighing

si" or eight.
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TENCH.

Tenoh: like ~arp, are nioatly found in ponds and
etill waters. B.nd--~ord-very little sport to the an~ler.

• ,i .. -. ;'4J - .... .., - "

They are said to prefeI' Ii -brandlin~ worm. and may

be an@ed for by those who wish .. to kill" a weary

hour. thou~ with small chance of killin~ fish, in the

same manner as for carp.

CHUB.

This fish. when youn~. in colour, shape" and ~e.

neral appearance. is so like the dace or dare. that
even e:z:perienced ·~D·glerB are sometimes a.t a. lOBS

to decide wHether the fish ;"hi~h they have cau~ht
is to be c.:u~d a chub or a dace.' In such cases. if

the head appear large in proportion to the body it

ie commonly decided to}e a chub. In the Eden,

the chub is known by the name of the skelly; and

shoals of them may be observed lyin~ near fords
and places where catUe are accustomed to drink.

Though chub are usually described as fish which
never leave the fresh water, 'we have frequently seen

them cau~ht in a salmon-net at the mouth of a
river. in ssJt water. The last salmon net which we

assisted to haul. contained, in addition to five fine

salmon. a grey mullet. and a chub or skelly ei~hteen

inches long. with scales like mother of pearl, and

weil'lhing three pounds. Whipping for chub is the
favorite a.IDusement of the fly-fiahers of the Lea. and
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various are the lures which they employ.-imitative

bees. beetles. wasps. Araaa-hoppsrs. Aentles. and
fliee l-but. "IIrith all their tnellJ;l8 and appliances. it
is seldom that th~ ~ost accomplished, 0lUl boe.et of
ce.tchiDA a doz.e;o. brace of chub in &, day, Chub
will take small dace. minnows. or AudAeone. as well
as worms. paste. Aentles. and, new cheese, According
to the weather. chub xnay be anAled for at any depth,
In cold we&ther they mostly lie near the bottom, It

is advisable to use & reel in anAlinA for chub; for
e.lthouAh he is a faint.hearted fish. soon AiviDA in.
yet. when usitlA tine tackle. it is often necessary to

Aive him ~line when he is first struck. Chub may
be anAled for from April to December. and they are
sald to be the best towards the latter end of the
year, Chub oars not generally cauAht upwards of

two ~unds in'1'I'eiAht. thouAh fish from three to
five pounde &rf1 not -unco=on. and some have

been'~en_ "!eiAhuiA from. ~i~t to ten.

:.' .: •• 'i>

, 'The daCe is a handsome fish. and. like the chub.
fa angled' for "IIrith' By. 'paste. worms. and Aen.
tles: They 'are cauAht 'in' most rivers in EnAland.
and; l/.8' they' frequently "sWim in shoale. they' are
eoirietiXtles' ca"-Abt in Areat numbers, 'When angling
for daCe with a;' By. em&n dark.coloured ones. such
as black hackles. small:'spider and ant illllS. are the
most killinA In Boat-fishinA. at mid-water atld near
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the surface. Aentlee are commonly used. and paste
formed of bran and clay may be thrown into the
water to collect the fieh. The common weiAht of
the dace doee not 8%ceed half a pound. thouAh they

have been taken weiAbinA eo much aa two. They
may be anAled for from April to Octocer.

ROACH.

In anAlinA for roach. it is neceeellly to uee
fine tacltle. and as they are not Aenerally of a Areat

eize. a mAle hElir. in the hands of a dextrous anAler.
is eufficient to hdld them. When anAlinA with

a einAle hail-line. it is neceesllly to use a land·

inA·net. and to strike Aently when you feel a bite
Great numbers of roach are cauAht in the Thames

and the Lea. with & sinA!e-hair line. the hcok baited
with paste of soft. white bread and honey. and balls
of clay and bran occasionally thrown mto the water.
When 'usinA paste. which the roach appears to like
best after AuAust. the hook ouAht to ewim just clear
of the bottom. Roach may be anAIed for with Aen·
tlee. from two to four feet from the eurface of the
water. end with small lIies. the same as for dace.
AnAlinA for roach and dace is a pleaeinA amuse
ment for boys. and an introduction to the hiAher
departmente of the art; but is undeservinA of the
attention of the anAler who has anived at years of
discretion. unless he have either notbinA else to do
-in which case his anA}inA may be considered as a
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penance - or no oppo:rtunity of fishinQ for anythinA
elee. Our enpvinA shews a fine youth of 1ifl;een

a portrait-en~ed in anA]inA for roach. Good luck
to thee. Tom! thy very attitude. shows that thy

body. &8 well as thy mind. is at ease. Take thy

pleasure in fresh.water anAtinA while thou mayst.

for within twelve months we expect to recsive from

thee-a promisinA midshipman in one of his Ma.

jesty's mAates on the West India station-a letter

AivinA an &COOunt of fishinA for sharks in MonteAo

Bay.

The rud. thouAh by some naturaliste considered

a distinct species. is probably a variety of the roach.

It is never. that we are aware of, cauAht in streams.

but only in ponds and lakes. or 1arAe piecss of

standinA water,- such as the fieets of the Trent,

formed by the occasional overflowinA of a river

It differs chiefly from the roach in beinA broader.
the colour of its sides more of a yellowish brown;

and the irides yellow. The rud is found in the

fieets of ths Trent, in the water at DaAenbam breach.

in Hornsea.mere in the East RidinA of Yorkshire.
and in several ponds in Lincolnshire,

In the Linnll3an Transactions for 1832, M<r. Yarrell

bas described a species of the Aenus Cyprinus. the

GrsininA. cauAht in several streams which flow into
the Mersey, nearW arrinAton. but apparently unknown
in other parts of the country. It resembles the dace
in Aeneral appearance. but Mr. Yarrell is confident
Lbat it is of a distinct species. Its lenAth, compared
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BREAM.

'. ,

The bream, like the carp and tencb, is partial to

still waters, In form it is deeper in the body than

a roacb. and in colour it resembles a carp. The

bream is best in Septe~ber,-and grows to five or

six pounds weigbt. 'l'J;ley.will take,paste, gentles, or

worms. angled wi~ at" bottoIIl;' In fishing for
bream, boiled malt, or balls of clay and bran, mixed

with pieces of worms, may be used sa ground-bait.

~ ,-.' .: ,-, ... -; ,. .... .
Angling. for gudBeons in the Thames, the Lea,_ ,.' . . ....... u,

the New 'River, and .the Re/lenL's Canal, is a favorite

amusement with -many of the children of a ls.r~er

~rowth resident in .London; and, to speak honestly,

J , • .' Gl:JDGEON. • •• , •.

to ite deptb, is 'as 5 to I, wbi1.. tbe proportion of tbe

dace is as 4 to 1. B:J.inbridge, in tbe .. Fly-fisber's

Guide," describes tbe Graining as-"ratber more slen.

der tban tbe dace; tbe body almost strai~ht:.colourof

tbe scales silvery.-. witb a bluisb cast ;:tPe-eyes, tbe

ventral snd~tb,e:an~l f:~s,'a~:of ii.,p;ue c;io'=." He
.... : also informs us: .. that as tbey rise freely, tbey

afford good sport to tbe angler. and wben in tbe

humour, it is not difficult to fill a pannier witb

them. They sometimes, tbougb not commonly, ex·

ceed half a pound in weigbt. and are much better

eating tbs.n tbe dace:'

Coogk
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we think it equaJ..1y pleasant.as "whippin~" for cbub,

and decidedly 'preferable to ~a:zing for: hoUl's on a

float tn .fisbin~fo carp or tencb', without"ever see

in~ it fainy. pullea, under water: Gud~eon' aeli~ht

in ~entJ."~ etl'ealnB', With .. ~r..velly pr sandy· ,bottom,
which,. in' :tis~ 01" them., ought to be· freqaently

stirred up Wltb a pole or rake: 'They <taka- a,small
red worm at bottom, Il.Ild may bs an~led for from

March to Ootober. They are mostly cautl,ht from

five to six inches lon~.

BLEAK.

This playful Il.Ild hll.Ildsome little fish, whioh is

most numerous in the Lea, is not so frequently

1l.Il~led for as the ~ud~eon, thoutl,h it will rise at a

small artificial fly, and take freely a Aentle from
one to two feet below the eUl'fe.oe, or a small red

worm at mid·water. A bleak is somstimes ussd as

a spinnin~-bait for pike, or large trout, Il.Ild also in

trollin~, thou~h for the latter purpose a ~ud~eon is

preferable.

MINNOW.

The minnow, which is the smallest spscies of tbe

~enus C'yp,inus known .in ,llritain. is used by the

angler 'a~ balt, and oau~ht by tbe boys for 'amuse

ment. Sb'ould an eld"rly lientleman want ini;"nows
for bllit, ahd 'not' be" able to· ~et "tliEll:D. with a small

net, let>htm-seila out m. ·~rana.son-t'he youngster

last breeched- ~ive him a: rod six feet lon~, the eame
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len~th of thread for line, a small book, a.nd a few
small red worms. Let him bave a bait-kettle "ltith

bim to put the minDows into, a.nd tell him to take

them ~ently off the book. If it be likely to rain,

a.nd be a delicate youth, do not allow him to go to

the watel'side without an umbrella.

LOACH.

ThouAh the loach is commonly mentioned amanA

the baits for pike, yet we never knew any person

wbo ever used one for that purpose, nor indeed for

any other. They ma.y be ca.ught in.the same man

ner as minDows, though they 'ue by no mea.ns so

ready to take a bait. They ue found in shallow

streams, and boys mostly catcb them with their

ba.nds, They a.re a very tender fisb, and, if rou~bly

bandled, soon die.

BULLHE.AD, OR MILLER'S THUMB,

The miller's thumb is never an~led for expressly,

but is sometimes cau~bt with the bait intended for
other fish, We bave seen this fisb frequently so

caught, but never knew it used as bait, nor as food

for either" beast or body,"

EEL,

Eels a.re not often an~ed for, thou~b they a.re
frequently cau~bt wben bottom-fishing with worms

for trout, to the ~at annoyance of the an~ler, wbo

~enerally makes sbort work of them by settinll bis
Bb
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foot on their tails. and direotly outtinA off their
heads. to prevent them entanAJinA his line. Fine
freeh.water eelo.•tewed or potted. form .. very
...voury dieh; and the best way to oa.tch them ie
by l..ying night lines. There is no are..t a.rt
requit'8d to make or l ..y a night-line. The line ma.y
be aDy kind of cord or twine whioh m..y be judaed
etrong enough...nd froom twelve to fortY ya.rds long.
aooording to the bl'....dth of the w&ter in whioh you
intend to l ..y it. Ea.oh hook may be whipped to ha.lf
.. ya.rd of Dutch twine. a.nd fa.atened to the line by
.. dra.w knot ..bout three feet ..pa.rt. Ba.it the hooks
with wh..t you plea.ae-minnow•• da.oe. gudaeone.
frog•• ena.ils. 01' pieoes of l..mprey. though nothing
is better than common loh-worms-a.nd to one end
of the line fasten a brick. Either from .. bo..t. or by
W&ding or throwing. 1o.y the brick ..s fa.r into the
river as the line will rea.oh. a.nd extend your line
&Oross the etream in .. elanting direotion. If you
a.re ..pprehensive of ha.ving your lines stolen. fasten
.. briok or a etone to the other end of the line. a.nd
throw it into the w..ter nea.r the ba.nk. eo th..t the
line m ..y be kept extended. Next morninA your line
is to ee rea.ohed by mea.ne of dra.A-hooks. and though
la.rge eele will sometimes dra.A it .. short dista.noe.
yet. if not etolen. you will a.lw..ys find it nea.r to
where you la.id it the niAht befbre. When the eels
have gorged the hooke. or &:ee entangled in the line.
cut their hea.de ot!. a.nd clea.r your line when you
h ..ve leisure.
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The Aeneration of eela has 10nA been a euqject
of speculation with physiologists and naturaliete.

and, notwithstandinA all the observations and en.

quiries which have been made upon the subject. the

question ie still involved in obscurity. Good old

father Walton was inclined to think that they miAht
be bred "either of dew. or out of the corruption of

the earth:· and this opinion he thinks more probable.

seeinA that AoslinAs were produced from the rotten
planks of.a ship or hatohed from the leaves of trees.

This opinion of the Aeneration of eels and Barnacle

Aesse has. however. been lonA abandoned. Sir Everard

Home. after many diss..ctions. believsd eels to be

hermaphrodite; and Mr. JesBB. in the fuBt BerieB oj

his "GleaninAB:' aJl;er citinA BBveral authoritieB to
prove that eelB are viviparOUB, thuB concludeB:-"It

iB. I think, now Bufficiently evident that eelB are

viviparouB, thouAh in what way they are Aeneratsd

WB are Btill iAnorant." In the sBcond BerieB. however.

he declareB that he has had reaBon to alter thiB opi.
nion, and that be now believeB eBls to be OviparoUB.

TbouAh we are inclinsd to concur in this belief, we

by no meanB conBider the teBtimony of tbe Aar

dsner. wbo is ready to make oath that he cauAbt an
eel full of roe, nor the obBervatione of Mr. Yarrell.

published in the Becond seriee of the" GleaninAe:' as

decisive of the fact. The younA fry of eels commonly

make their appearance at KinABton. in their proAreBB

up the Thames, about the lBt of May, thouAh they are
sometimeB Been about 'I'wickenham a fortniAbt ear.

~
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lier. The eum of Mr. YarreU's observations is. that

lrom November to the middle ofMaroh he observed
no increase in what h. decides to be the ovaria
of eela; and that after the Wth of April he found
the roes shsd; but this certainly can never be ad

mitted ... conclWlive evidence that eels are ovipa.
roUI. more especially if we attend to the fact of

ycunA eels appearinA in coneiderable numbers at the
very time that he concludes the old ones have

spawned. In our apprehension. Mr. Yarrell baa just

left; the queetion respectinA eels beinA oviparous or
viviparous. all he found it: and. even ArantinA that
they are cviparous. his observations suAAest another

question which is no less deservinA the attention of
the naturalist, but which both he and Mr. ;resse seem

most stranAely to have overlooked. It is this :-if eels,

aooordinA to Mr. Yarrell's observations. spawn abb\l.t
the middle of April, and since it is a fact that the
young fty of eels' appear about that time, do the
ova become quickened immsdiately on exclusion, or

do they not produce younA eels till the expiration
of a year? A person apt to draw hasty conclusions
would be ver;sJ likely to infer that the younA eels
are produced slive. lrom the fact of their appearing
at the very time that the old ones are supposed to

have spawned. wifuout any interveninA time bema
sJ.lowed for the quickeninA of the ova aft;er exclusion.
Mr. Yarrell's observations on the presumed "spawn.
inA" of eels, without his saying a word about the
time required to quicken fue ova. rather tel:ld to
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support than to weaksn such aD inference. It may be
sa.id-nothinA is more easy than to say-that the younA
eels which appear in the sprinA may buret from the
ova in January. or perhaps may have baen quickened
towards the conclusion of ths precedinA year. Thsy
may. or they may not; and we therefore consider
that Mr. Yarrell's observations have left; the question
concerninA the Aeneration of eels just where he
found it, even if he has been able to distinAuish
milts from roes;--in aacerta.ininA which. judAinA from
his observations, he seems to have found no diffi·

culty. althouAh 80 eminent a comparative anatomist
as Sir Everard Homs appeare to have been unable
to perceive such decisive sexual distinctions, &ince.
afl;er frequent examination. he was of opinion that
eels were hermaphrodite. The" eel's nest" is still to
be found, and we hope that the next enquirer will

prove more successful in hie investiAations.

BURBOT.

The burbot or eel.pout. thouAh of a different
Aenus. is not unlike a thick eel in form. The burbot
rarely exceeds two feet in lenAth. and their averaAe
weiAht does not exceed a pound. They are more
abundant in the still water of the Foss-dike and
Witham naviAations. in Lincolnshire, than in any
other part of the kinAdom. They are not unfrequent
in Lincoln market, where they are sold at the same
price as eela. They are caught with night lines. in
the same manner as eela. Some writers on natural
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history ..ssrt that they are Aenerally found in

runninA water and clear streams. The only streams

in which we have known them cauAht are such as

run very slowly. and which are not remarkable for
their clearness.

STICKLEBACK.

The stioldeback is the smallest of fresh-water

fishee, and is sometimes used by the anAler as bait

for perch, aft;er cuttinA off the spines on the back and

sides. They are a voracious little fish, and most

destructive of the fry of roach and dace. and of every

other kind of fry which they can manlAe to swallow.

YounA leeches are their favorite food. Boys catch

the stickleback without usinA a hook. merely by

tyinA a small worm to their line, which the Areedy

little fish attempte to swallow. and holds fast till
pulled out.

EavinA now concluded our brief observations on

the fish prinoipally oauAht in the rivers and lakes

of EnAland. and on the mode of anAlinA for them.
we may be permitted to remark. that thouAh a love

of anAlinA may be excited by readinA. no Aood an

AIel' was ever yet formed merely by book. To excel

in the art requires diligent practice. toAether with
a .. taot" in the manaAement of the rod and line

which no directions can teach, and which some per

sons anAle all their lives without attaininA. It is

also to be observed. that a most skilful angler. but
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wanting perseveranoe. will not. generally. bring
home so heavy a creel at the oonclusion of a long

day's fishing. as one who may not be able to fish

so fine nor so far off. but who is endowed with

Areater perseverance.

.. 80me youthful gallant here perhaps will eay.
Thie is no pastime for a gentleman.

It were more fit at cards and dioe to play.
To uee both fenoe and danoing now and then.

Or walk the streete in nioe and etrange array.
Or with coy phrasee court his mistris' fan;

A poor delight, with toyl and painfull wato.b.
With losse of time a silly fish to catch."

., Let them that list these pastimes then pursue.
And on their pleasing fanoies feed their fill;

80 I the fields and meadows green may view,
And by the rivera olear may walke at will.

Among the daisies and the violets blew,
Red hyacinth. and yellow daffodill,

Purple narcissus like the morning rayes.
Pale gandergrae, and azure culverkayea.

I count it better pleaslll'8 to behold
The goodly compaese of the lofty skie.

And in the midst thereof, like burning gold,
The flaming chariot of the world's Areat eye;

The watry clouds that in the ayre uprolled
With sundry kinds of painted colours t1ie;

And fairs Aurora li.ft:ing up her head,
All blusltiDg rise from old Tithonous' bed.
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"The lofty-woods. the forrests wide and long,
Adomsd with leaves and branches fresh and green,

Inwhose ooDl bow'rs the birds with chaunting song
Do welcome with their quire the 8=er's Quesn_

•
"All these, and many more, of his creation

That made the Heavens. the angler oft doth see;
And takes therein no little deleotation

To think how strange and wonderfull they bee.
Framing thereof an inward contemplation.

To set his thoughte on other fancies free:
And whilst he looks on these withjoyfull eys.
His mind is wrapt above the starry skie."

Thus singeth John Dennys, Esquire, in his
.. 8ecrete of Angling;' who supplied us with a motto
at the co=encement; and with the above pleasing

reminiscences of the old piscatory bard we oonclude
"THE ANGLER'8 80UVENffi."

THE END.

Printed by J. and C. Adlard, Ba.r~olome.Clollie.
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