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PREFACE. 

IN the History of the Aquatic Birds of Canada and 
the United States, 1 have made use of the same author
ities quoted in the preceding volume of the Land Birds, 
with such additions as have been more recendy pub
lished; and, amongst these, I may mention, as preemi
Dendy useful, the great work of Doctor Richardson and 
Swainson, on the Zoology of the Northern and Arctic 
regions of the American continent; in the second volume 
of which is contained an ampJe history of all the birds 
of those countries, and more particularly such as were 
discovered in the remote hyperboreaJ tracts examined 
and explored by the enterprising and scientific individuals, 
attached to the several public parties sent out for the 
purpose, by the enlightened liberality of the British Gov
ernment. From this work, so important in the history 
of the present tribes, I have derived much important 
information on which I could well rely, from the acknow
ledged skill and accuracy of their respective authors. At 
an advanced period of the publication, I also received 
much interesting information from my eminent friend Mr. 
Audubon, and I have only to regret that the whole 
manuscript had not been placed under his revision. The 
Synopsis of C. Bonaparte, the Prince of Musignano, has 
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vi PREFACE. 

again also been the principal groundwork of the arrange
ment and diagnostic distinctions of the species. 

A more natural disposition of the subject, than the 
classification I have now adopted, would have been per
haps more gratifying to the learned, but less useful in 
practice, and more perplexing to the general reader. A 
numerical system, (binary, quinary, &c.) however curi
ous and philosophical, yet intricate in its ultimate rela
tions, has the inconvenience at the outset of debarring 
the majority of students from the attempt to compre
hend a subject so complicated and ambiguous; and which 
at the best is but a bewildering and fanciful theory. A 
strict disposition into natural groups, would have been 
indispensable in a purely scientific treatise on Birds; but 
in a work of this nature, intended for the general Reader, 
we have given the preference to the more simple arrange
ment of Temminck, which indeed differs little from the 
artificial classification of Linnreus and Latham. The 
difficulty of recollecting, on all occasions, an intricate 
mass of real and fanciful affinities, renders such methods 
of distribution entirely nugatory in point of convenience. 

To complete the Catalogue of our birds and those of 
the contiguous and vast possessions of Great Britain, I 
have added an ApPENDIX, drawn chiefly from the dis
coveries recorded by Richardson and Swainson in the 
second volume of their Northern Zoology; and to which 
is also added some infonnation and additions from other 
sources, as well as the remedy of some inadvertent 
omissions. 

In now retiring from the public as an Ornithologist, I 
take this opportunity of again tendering my thanks to 
the various friends and acquaintances who have at differ .. 
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PREFACE. vii 

ent times afforded me any assistance in the completion 
of my imperfect labors. 

The graphic illustrations, more uniform and correct 
than those of the preceding volume, have all been exe
cuted by Messrs. Andrews & Co. of Boston, and though 
much fewer than could be desired for a complete know
ledge of the North American birds, serve in their way as 
some assistance to the general character of our feathered 
tribes. 
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WADING BIRDS. 

(GIlALLATORES. Temminck.) 

IN this tribe the DILL varies in its form, but is mostly 
straight, and carried out into a lengthened and compressed 
cone, though rarely it is depressed or flat. Legs and feet 
long and slender, the former more or less naked above the 
knees: the toes mostly three before and one behind, the 
hinder one on a level with, or more elevated than the rest. 

The Wading Birds are nearly all more or less nocturnal 
in their habits; they course along the borders of seas, lakes, 
and rivers, and feed, often indifferently, on fish, fry, reptiles, 
and on land and aquatic insects; those provided with a 
strong and hard bill, give a preference to fish and reptiles, 
while those with flexible mandibles, feed on worms and in
sects. They are all provided with long wings, so necessary 
to sustain them in the distant journeys which they periodi
cally undertake, and for which they assemble themselves 
into flocks, the young and the old proceeding in separate 
companies. In the autumn, unable to procure sustenance, 
by reason of the frost, they migrate to mild climates. While 
sustained in the air, their feet are usually seen stretched out 
behind them; their gait is slow. with measured steps; though 
at the same time, some of the birds included in this general 
order run with great celerity, as might be expected from the 
concurrent formation of their legs and feet. Most of these 
birds enter the water, without attempting to swim; sorr.e 
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2 WADING DIRDS. 

tra~rse muddy and oozy marshes; while others, with slen
der legs, and with the toes very long, and entirely divided,
swim and dive with the greatest facility. A few of the 
GRALL..£ with the feet wholly or partly palmated, still do not 
habitually swim, but seeking their nourishment over vast 
marshy plains, washed by the sea or by rivers, they are pro
vided with long legs, and their wholly, or partially webbed 
feet serve merely to sustain them from sinking into the soft 
and muddy soil. Other species, though they do not habitu
ally swim, are nevertheless endowed with the ability, which 
they seldom exercise, but when driven to extremities by their 
enemies.t The voice of the whole order, of these melan
choly, quailing, and shy birds, is generally harsh, loud, and 
unmusical; but though divested of sympathetic attraction 
to man, they yet afford a vast supply of choice and delicate 
food, many of them being ranked amongst the most valua
ble game. They breed usually but once in the year. In 
some genera, and often only in a few species, the moult is 
double, and attended with a periodical change in the colors 
of the plumage: in others the moult is annual, and then, 
the young are several seasons in acquiring the dress of the 
adult; but in all there is but little external sexual difference. 

~ I. Waders rcit" three toes. 

SANDERLINGS. (CALIDRIS, Rliger, Temminck.) 

b these birds the BILL is of moderate size, slender, straight, 
ra.ther soft, flexible in every part, compressed from its base, with the 
point depressed, and 80 much flattened, as to be wider than the mid
dle. NQ.8al groove elongated nearly to the point of the bill. Nos
TRILS lateral, placed in a longitudinal cleft. FEET slender, the 3 toes 

.. The Rail, Gallinule aod Pana. 
t Such as BOID8 apeelea of the poem Trilog .. , TDt ..... , LifrlD8", Cluml,,""s, Rn~ 

part~cularly g",1II4ttlplll. 
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8ANDERLING8. 3 

all directed forward, and almost entirely divided to their hue. Wings 
moderate in aize, the firat quill the longeat. 

The genua of the Santkrling containa but a aingle speciea, ordina
rily confounded with the Sandpipers, to which they are indeed 
closely related. Theae birda are apread nearly throughout the whole 
globe, over which they travel in the course of their periodical mi
grationa. They retire into the colder regiona to breed, emigrating 
uaually in amall companies, along the borders of the sea, and they 
often cover the ahorea with their numeroua Hocks. They live upon 
the amallest marine insecta, cruatacea, minute abell-fish, and the 
diminutive coleopteroua insecta of the abore. Aa they are only seen 
accidentally along the bordera of rivers, it ia to be preaumed that their 
principal food is maritime. They experience a double moult, and 
the color of their plumage greatly dift"ers in the two seasona; the 
sexea, however, are scarcely diatinguishable from each other by any 
external marks, but the young of thc year have a livery which dif
fers from that of the adult at any season. 
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SANDERLING PLOVER. 

(Calidru art1l4ria, ILLIGER. Tringa aTt1I4ria, LIN. CluzradritU 
ealidri8, WILSON, vii. pI. 59. fig. 4. [adult in winter dresa.] Phil. 
Museum, No.mKI4, and Ruddy Plover, C. rubidlU, WILSON, vii. pI. 
63. fig . 3. [summer dress.]) 

SPECIFIC CHARACTER. - The Bi1lst.raight and shorter than the head; 
the rump ash colored, and with the middle tail feathers the long
est. - Summer plumage, varied with blackish, white, and rufous, 
beneath white. - Winter livery, pale ash color, and with the sides 
of the head, and all beneath, white. 

THE Sanderlings, in accumulating flocks, arrive on the 
shores of Massachusetts from their remote northern breed
ing places towards the close of August. They are seen 
also about the same time on the coast of New Jersey, and 
still farther to the south, where they remain throughout the 
greater part of the winter, gleaning their subsistence exclu
sively along the immediate borders of the ocean, and are 
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SANDERLING PLOVBR. 

particularly attached to sandy flats, and low, sterile, solitary 
coasts, divested of vegetation, and perpetually bleached by 
the access of tides and storms; in such situations they are 
often seen in numerous fIooks, running along the strand, 
busily employed in front of the moving waves, gleaning with 
agility, the shrimps, minute shell-fish, marine insects, and 
small moluseous animals, which ever recurring accident 
throws in their way. The numerous flocks, keep a low 
circling course along the strand, at times, uttering a !!lender 
and rather plaintive whistle, nearly like that of the smaller 
sandpipers. On alighting, the little active troop, waiting the 
opportunity, seatter themselves about in the rear of the re
tiring surge, the succeeding wave then again urges the busy 
gleaners before it, when they appear like a little pigmy army 
passing through their military evolutions; and at this time 
the wily sportsman, seizing his opportunity, spreads destruc
tion among their timid ranks: and so little are they aware 
of the nature of the attack, that, after making a few aerial 
meanders, the survivers pursue their busy avocations with 
as little apparent concern as at the first. The breeding 
place of the Sanderling, in common with many other wad
ing, and aquatic birds, is in the remote and desolate regions 
of the north, since they appear to be obliged to quit thoee 
countries in America a little after the middle of August. 
According to Mr. Hutchins, they breed on the coast of 
Hudson's Bay, as low as the 55th parallel: and he remarks 
that they construct, in the marshes, a rude nest of grass, 
laying 4 dusky eggs, spotted with black, on which they begin 
to sit about the middle of June. 

Flemming sUpPQ8es that those seen in Great Britain breed 
no farther oft' than in the bleak Highlands of Scot,land, and 
Mr. Simmonds observed them at the Mull of eantyre as late 
as the 2d of June. They are found in the course of the 
season throughout the whole arctic circle, extending their 
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6 WADING BUlDS. 

migrations also into moderate climates in the winter. They 
do not, however, in Europe, proceed as far south as the 
capital of Italy, as we learn from the careful and assiduous 
observations of the Prince of Musignano. According to 
Latham, the Sanderling is known to be an inhabitant even 
of the remote coast of Australia, and is found on the shores 
of Lake Baikal in Siberia. In the month of May, or as 
soon as they have recovered from the moult of spring, they 
Jea\"e us for the north, but are seldom in good order for the 
table until autumn, when, with their broods, they arrive 
remarkably plump and fat, and are then justly esteemed as 
a delicacy by the epicure. Besides the various kinds of in
sect food, already mentioned, on which they live, they like
wise swallow considerable portions of sand, in order, ap
parently, to assist the process of digestion. 

The Sanderling is about 8 inches in length; the alar extent or 
stretch of the wings being 14 inches. The bill and legs black, the 
fonner about I! inches long. Summer plumage, the feathers black 
in the centres, bordered with ferruginous, and fringed with white, 
the black spots only larger, and the rufous borders deeper, on the 
Bcapulars. Four first primaries brown externally and on the tips; 
their inner webs, and the bases of the other quills, with the whole 
untUr plumage white. Rump gray. The 2 central tail feathers 
blackish-brown, slightly edged with ferruginous; the others of a 
Boiled white. Wings cqual with the taiI.-After the moult in au
tumn and in lointer, all the upper parts, and the aides of the neck, 
i.re of a whitish gray, but with a small trait of a deeper color in the 
centre of each feather. In the young bird before moulting, the dark 
upper plumage is bordered by yellowish, and varied with small BPOts 
of the same color. 

LONG-LEGGED PLOVERS, OR STILTS. 

(HIMANTOPUS, Brisson, Tetn.) 

IN the birds of this singular genus, fonnerly included among the 
Plovers, the BILL is long, slender, cylindric, attenuated, flattened at 
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LONG-LEGGED PLOVERS, OR STILTS. 7 

its base, and comprell/led at the point; the mandiblee are a1ao chan
nelled laterally for about half their length. The NOSTRILS lateral, 
linear, and long. FEET very long and slender; the 3 toes directed 
forward; the middle toe united to the outer one by a wide membrane, 
and to the interior toe by a minute mdiment ~nly; the cla1D. very 
1IJIIall, and fiat. Wing. very long, the 1st quill extending far beyond 
the reet. . 

The StiJ.U have a greater predilection for the borders of the sea 
and saline lakes, than for the banks of rivers and fresh waters. They 
fiy with great rapidity, but when mnning appear to stagger in bal
ancing their long legs. Their food consists of small worms, IDee, 
minute ahell-fish, and marine insects. The species are very few, 
and spread over Europe, Asia, and America, but they are no where 
numerous. They associate and breed in small fiocks, and from 
the unusual length of their legs, are, like the Flamingo, obliged 
apparently to hatch their eggs in astanding or eqnitant posture. The 
moult is believed to be double. 

/ 
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BLACK-NECKED STILT. 

(HimantoptU nigricoUis, VIEILLOT. Recunnrostra himantopus, WIL-

. 801f, vii. pI. 58. fig. 2. Phil. MU8eUID, No. 4210.) 

Sr. CRARACT. - White; neck abovE', Bcapulars and wings, black.
Femau (or young?) with the back, Bcapulara, and tertial. dark 
brown. 

THE Black-necked Stilt is common to many parts of South 
as well as North America; it is known at any rate to inhabit 
the coast of Cayenne, Jamaica, and Mexico. In the United 
States, it is seldom seen but as a straggler as far to the north 
as the latitude of 410. About the 25th of April, according 
to Wilson, they arrive on the coast of New Jersey in small 
flocks of 20 or 30 together. These again subdivide into 
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BLACK-NECKED STILT. 9 

smaller parties, but they still remain gregarious through the 
breeding season. Their favorite residence is in the higher 
and more inland parts of the greater salt marshes, which 
are interspersed and broken up with shallow pools, not usually 
overflowed by the tides during summer. In these places 
they are often seen wading up to the breast in water, in quest 
of the larvre, spawn, flies, and insects, which constitute their 
food. 

In the vicinity of these bare places, among thick tufts of 
grass, small associations of six or eight pa\r, take up their resi
dence for the breeding season. They are, however, but 
sparingly dispersed over the marshes, selecting their favorite 
spots, while in large intermediate tracts, few or none are to 
be seen. Ear]y in May, they begin to make their nests, 
which are at first slightly formed of a mere layer of old grass, 
just sufficient to keep the eggs from the moisture of the 
marsh j in the course of incubation, however, either to 
guard against the rise of the tides, or for some other pur
pose, the nest is increased in height with the dry twigs of 
salt marsh shrubs, roots of grass, sea-weed, and any other 
coarse materials which may be convenient, until the whole 
may now weigh two or three pounds. The eggs, four in num
ber, are of a dark yellowish drab, thickly marked with large 
blotches of brownish-black. These nests are often situated 
within fifteen or twenty yards of each other, the respective 
proprietors living in mutual friendship. 

While the females are sitting, their mates are either wad
ing in the adjoining ponds, or traversing the marshes in the 
vicinity j but on the approach of any intruder in their peacea
ble community, the whole troop assemble in the air, and 
flying steadily with their long legs extended behind them, 
keep up a continual yelping note of click, click, click. Alight
ing on the marsh, they are often seen to drop their wings, 
and standing with their legs half bent, and trembling, they 
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10 WADING BIRDS. 

seem to sustain their bodies with difficulty. In this singu
lar posture they will sometimes remain for several minutes, 
uttering a curring sound, and quivering their wings and 
long shanks as if in the act of laboriously balancing them
selves on the ground. A great deal of this motion is, how
ever, probably in manamvre, to draw the spectators' attention 
from their nests. 

Although so sedentary in the breeding season, at times 
they extend their visits to the shores, wading about in the 
water and mud in quest of their food, which they scoop up 
with great dexterity. On being wounded, while in the wa
ter, they sometimes attempt to escape by diving, at which, 
however, they are by no means expert. In autumn, their 
flesh is tender and well flavored. They depart for the south 
early in September, and proceed probably to pass the winter 
in tropical America. 

Length from the e.rtremity of the bill to the end of the tail 14 
inches, alar extent 28. The bill 3 inches long. Forehead, spot be
hind the eye, lower eyelids, Bides of the neck, and all the lower Bide 
of the body pure white. Tail nearly even, JJUllied white. Line 
before the eye, auriculan, back part of the neck, scapulan and 
wings, black, with a green glo88. Legs and thighs pale carmine, 
thighs 3 inches long. The legs 41, very thin and elastically flexible. 
Wings sharp pointed, extending 2 inches beyond the tail. Iris scar· 
let. - In the female or young, the back, scapulan, and tertial. are 
dark brown. 

STILT, OR LONG-LEGGED PLOVER. 

(m.. ....... 111,.. ...... , MIIYIIII. ~ Ai ........ , GIIIILII<, WTRA_, 
Ind. i. p. i41. &p. 3. L·Ech88le. BUFFol<. 0Ia. vlU p. 114. L 8.) 

S •• CRA_ACT. - Wbite; above. except the neck black; tail clneleOns; 18£11 ver
mUlon red, very long. In the old ..... 1 ... all tbe nape and bind bead wblte.
F-.lI a little smaller. and without green reftectlou from the black above. -
In the 'OIUIfl, tbe feet are orange colored, with tbe mantle and wlnp brown. the 
fRtbelll ed,ed with wbltillb; top of the bead-. occiput. and nape, of a blacklsb 
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OY8TER-<:ATCBERS. 11 

arey edpd with whi&l8b. Thill 1_ .... 01 p1umqe 00IIItItate8 the H • • t2iGa
_ of Ba,uo". v. p. aG •• p. SI. 

TRE Stilt, though rare and accidental ill itJJ vilitJJ ill the colder 
climates, is not uncommon in eastern Europe, along the bordel'll 01 
lakes in Hungary, and in the interior of Asia, where, as well .. ill 
Mexico and Brazil, and sometimes in Germany and Franoe, it i. 
k.nown to pus the period of reproduction. In Egypt, where it 
arrives in October, it probably pUBeS the winter. According to 
Temminck it was known to nest in the marshes near Abbeville in 
1818, but their general resort for breeding is in the vast IIIIline 
marshes of Hungary and RUSBia. Being a native of regions so con
tiguous to the southern limitJJ of the United States, there is little 
doubt but that it visitJJ the whole shores of the Mexican Gulph. ItJJ 
habitJJ are altogether maritime, and it i. said to feed on the spawn 
of fish, tadpoles, gnatJJ, IDes and other aquatic inaectJJ. The lep of 
this bird are remarkably Blender, and longer, perhapa in proportion, 
than in any other known bir", it consequently staggers and reels in 
itJJ gait, while balancing itself on itJJ stilt-like legs. . 

The length of th. _pecies, !'rom the point of the bUiIo the eztremlty of the 1ILiI, 
III about 15 Ineheo, and from the lIIJIle 10 the clawo nearly 20 Ineheo. Face, necli:, 
breut, and au the lower partI puN white j thill white taite_ a elllht _ tint 
on the breut and belly. Nape and hind head black, or blacld8h, with wblte opoU. 
Back and wlnp black, with If8I!nillh refleetionl. TaU c1nereoua. SUI black. 
Iria carmlae ; and the leet vermilion red. 

OYSTER-CATCHERS. (H..£HATOPUS. Lin.) 

In these the BILL is long, robust, straight, and compreased, more 
particularly towards the point where it is bevelled off like a pair oC 
sciBBOrs. NOSTRILS lateral, longitadinally cleft in the groove oC the 
bill. FEET strong and muscular, the 3 toes directed forward, with 
the middle toe united to the outer by a membrane as far as the first 
articulation, and to the interior by a small radiment; the toes them
selves also bordered bya rudimental membrane. WingBofmoderate 
size; the let quilllongeBt. 

The Oyster-Catchers dwell exclusively along the borders of the 
sea., frequenting beeches and sandy shores, where they are seen to 
follow the waves, in quest of the marine insecta, which they bear to 
the strand. They assemble in grea.t flocks to undertake their migra. 
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12 WADING BIRDS. 

tory VOyages, but live in pairs during the season of reproduction; 
JDBking their neats among the herbage, or in the aaline and mushy 
meadows contiguoUll to the ocean. They run and fly swiftly, and 
utter a sharp and echoing cry. The moult is double; namely in 
apring and autumn, but the color of the plumage scarcely undergoes 
any change; the only well-marked difFerence in their livery is in 
the absence or presence of a white gorget on the throat. The sexes 
are likewise externally alike. 

PIED OYSTER-CATCHER. 

(HttmIIlIoptU 08trahgvs, LIN. W ILION, viii. p. 15, pI. 64.1ig. 2. [Sum
mer Dre88.] Phil. Museum, No. 425t!.) 

SP. CRARACT. - Blackish; rump, band on the wing, base of the 
quills, wi feathers, and from below the breast, white; the bill and 
fect red. - Summer drull, glossy black; in winter a white crescent 
on the throat.-In the Young the back and wings are brownish 
black, and the bill and feet dusky. 

THE Oyster-Catcher is common to the north of both con
tinents, breeding in Great Britain, France, Norway, and 
along the borders of the Caspian; it is even seen as far 
south as Senegal in Africa. But though common in New 
Jersey and the southern states as far as the Bahamas, where 
they likewise pass the period of reproduction; they are but 
rarely seen to visit the coast of Massachusetts. In Europe, 
they are said to retire somewhat inland at the approach of 
winter; in the United States they are seen at this season 
along the coasts which lie south of Cape Hatteras, on the 
borders of the Atlantic. They return to New Jersey by 
the close of April, and, frequenting the sandy sea beach, 
are now seen in small parties of two or three pairs together. 
They are generally wild and difficult to approach, except in 
the breeding season, and at times may be seen walking 
erectly and watchfully along the shore, now and then prob
ing the sand in quest of marine worms, molusca, and minute 
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PIBD OT8TEB-«lA'l'CREB. 13 

eben fish. Their larger prey is IIOmetimeB the BIDall bur
rowing crabs called Fiddlers, as well as IIlll!Cles, solens, and 
oysters, their reputed prey in Europe. They seldom, how
eyer, molest the larger shell-fisb in the United States, pre
f'erring BIDaUer and less preearious game. Catesby, at the 
Iitme time, asserts that he f'oond oysters in the stomacb, and 
WiUughby adds, that they sometimes swallowed entire lim
~. According to Delon, the organ of digestion is indeed 
spacious and muscular, and the flesh of the bird is black, 
hard, and rank flavored. Yet in the opinion o( some, the 
young, when (at, are considered as agreeable food. The 
nests of the Oyster-catchers are said often to be made in 
the herbage of tbe salt marshes, but on the Atlantic coast 
they commonly drop their eggs in slight hollows scratched 
in the coarse sand and drift, in situations just sufficiently 
elevated above the reach of tbe summer tides. Tbe eggs 
about 3 or 4, laid from the first to the third week in May, 
are nearly the size of those of the domestic ben, of a bluisb 
or simple cream color, inclining to olive, marked witb large 
roundish spots of two sbades of brownish black. From the 
15th to the 25th of May, the young are batched, and run 
about nimbly almost as soon as they escape from the shell. 
At first they are covered with a down nearly the color of the 
sand, but marked with a line of brownish black on the back, 
rump, and neck. In some parts of Europe, they are 80 re
markably gregarious in particular breeding spots, that a 
bushel of their eggs in a few hours might be collected 
from the same place. 

Like Gulls, and other birds of this class, incubation costs 
much less labor than among the smaller birds, for the female 
sits on her eggs only during the night and morning, or in 
cold and rainy weather. The heat of the sun and sand 
alone being generally sufficient to batcb them, without the 
aid of the bird by day. The nest is, however, assiduously 
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14 W ADINQ BIBDS. 

watched with the usual solicitude of parental aft'eetion, anel 
on the least alarm, the male starts off wRh a loud scream, 
while the female, if present, to avoid the discovery of her 
charge, runs out some distance previous to taking wing. 
The young, as soon as released from the shell, follow the 
guiding call of the mother, and on any imminent danger 
threatening, instinctively squat on the sand, when from 
the similarity of their color, it is nearly impossible to dis
cover their artless retreat. On these occasions, the pa
rents make wide circuits on either hand, now and then 
alighting, and practising the usual stratagem of counterfeited 
imbecility, to draw away attention from their brood. The 
note of this species consists e<immonly of a quick, loud, and 
shrill whistling call like 'tDheep, 'tDheep, tDheo, or peep, peep, 
often reiterated, as well at rest as while on the wing. 

While migrating, they keep together iu lines like a mar
shalled troop, and however disturbed by the sportsman, they 
still continue to maintain their ranks. At a later period, the 
flock will often rise, descend, and wheel about with great 
regularity, at the same time bringing the brilliant white of 
their wings into conspicuous display. When wounded, and 
at other times, according to Baillon, they betake themselves 
to the water, on which they repose, and swim and dive with 
celerity. They have sometimes also been brought up and 
tamed so as to associate familiarly with ducks and other 
poultry. 

The length of this species is about 18 inches, the alar admeasure
ment 35. The bill from 3! to 3, inches long, and of a very lively 
orange; orbits of the same color. Iris bright yellow. Beneath the 
eye a small spot of white, and a large bed of the sa.me on the wing
coverts. Head, neck, scapula.rs, rump, quills, and tail, black; several 
of the primaries are marked on their outer vanes with a slanting 
band of white. Secondaries white, part of them tipt with black. 

'. The whole lower part of the body, Bides of the rump, ta.il-coverts, 
and that portion of the tail which they cover, pure white. The 
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clOled wings cover the whole white plumage of the back and rump. 
Lege pale red. On. Some authors eay they are of a fine coral red, 
others of a red orange, and hence Belon denominated it HtmwtoptU, 
from IIII'll, b«Iod, and 1C1I~. the foot. 

MANTLED OYSTER-CATCHER. 
(ntZmatoplU pal/iaL ... , TE"''''~OJ[.) 

SP. CHUA.OT. - Back, I!CIlpullll1l, and wings, cinereous brown; bill and feet more 
robust. 

Tms species, introduced on the authority of Temminck, is found 
in Brazil and tropical America. generally, nnd ma.y consequently be 
expected occa.sionally on the coa.st of Florida. In this ra.cc, the bill 
is constantly longer, and a.s well as the feet more robust. Witll its 
ha.bits, if at all different from those of the common spccies, we are as 
yet una.cquainted. 

NOTE. - A tblrd species of til is genus, the H<lJmaLopus "igtr of CUVlER, Is Ilk ..... 
wise met witb in South Africa, nnd Australia. This kind is II. little larger tban tho 
common Oyster-Catcber, witl. tbe plumage entirely black, and tb. bill and feet 
coral red. 

PLOVERS. (CIIARADRIUS, Lin.) 

IN these the BILL is shorter than the head, rather slender, straight, 
and compressed. NOSTRILS basa.l, notehed, longitudinally cleft in 
the middle ofa large membrane, which covers tlle nasal fosse, the 
groove of the nostrils also continued along two· thirds of the bill. 
The }'EET long, or only of moderate length, and slender, the 3 toes 
directed forward; the exterior one united to the middle toe by a short 
membrane, inner toe generally divided, tlle hind one wanting. Tail 
fnintly rounded, or square. The 10ings of moderate dimensions; the 
lBt primary a little shorter than the 2d, which is the longest. 

The Plovers generally nssociate in small fiocks, and the whole 
emigrate in companies of greater or less extent; the young collect 
together, pursuing their route apart from the old, and after their 
departure. They live principally upon small worms, and aquatic 
insects. The common species, and the Guignard, frequent the 
marshes and muddy borders of the larger or smaller rivers, and 
rarely frequent sea-shores; the other species live more habitually 
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upon the eoaN, and Dear the outlett of streams. The moult ill 
most of the species is double, and the sexes are scarcely dittin
guishable by any exterior markings, except in the C. cantiamu, ill 
which the moult is only annual, and the sexes distinguishable by 
their livery. Some exotic species of the genus bear spines upon the 
shoulders of the wings, being, in fact, an approach towards the devel
opement of claws on the anterior extremities! several other specie. 
have fleshy excrescences upon the head or mandibles. 

t Inner toe clift. 

THE COMMON, Oil GOLDEN PLOVER. 

(Ch4radrilUl plvflialil, Lilf. WILlOlf, Am. Om. vii. p. 71. pI. 159. 
fig. u. [the young] C. 4pric4ritu, GJlJ:L. WJLSOIf, vii. p.41. pI. 
57. fig. 4. [the adult ill summer plumage.] Phil. MUleWD, No. 
4196.) 

Sr. CSAIl.lCT.-Spotted with black and lemon yellow; long axillary 
feathers yellowish grey. - SvmlMT plvmage, beneath black; ill 
wnltter below white, tinged with yellowish grey. - The yotMf{f or 
moulting birds duller, and beneath varied with black and whitish. 

THE Common Plover is, according to the season of the 
year, met with in almost every pm of the world, particularly 
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in Asia and Europe, from Kamtshatka to China, as well 
as in the South Sea Islands; and on the present continent 
from Arctic America, where it breeds, to the Falkland 
Islands: it is also seen in the interior, at least as far as 
Missouri. They breed in Siberia, and in the northern parts 
of Great Britain, but not in Franee or Italy, where they are 
also common. At such times, they select the high and 
secluded mountains sheltered by the heath, where, without 
much attempt at a nest, they deposit about 4, or sometimes 
5 eggs of a pale olive color, marked with blackish spots. 

They arrive on the coast of the middle and northern 
states in spring and early autumn. Near to Nantasket and 
Chelsea beach, they are seen, on their return from their 
inclement natal regions in the north, by the close of August, 
and the young remain in the vicinity till the middle of Oc
tober, or later, according to the state of the weather. They 
live principally upon land insects, or the larvle and worms 
they meet with in the saline marshes, and appear very fond 
of grasshoppers. About the time of their departure they 
are, early in a morning, seen sometimes assembled by 
thousands, but they all begin to disperse as the sun rises, 
and at length disappear high in the air for the season. They 
usually associate, however, in small flocks and families, and 
when alarmed, while on the wing, or giving their call to 
those who are feeding around them, they have a wild, shrill 
and whistling note, and are at most times timid, watchful, 
and difficult to approach. Though they continue associa
ted in numbers for common safety during the day, they 
disperse in the evening, and repose apart from each other. 
At day-break, however, the feeling of solitude again returns, 
and the early sentinel no sooner gives the shrill and well 
known call than they all assemble in their usual company. 
At this time, they are often caught in great numbers by the 
fowler, with the assistanee of a clap-net, stretched before 
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dawn, in front of the place they have selected to pass the 
The fzg,¥lers nuw Ciurroundzng the prostrate 

th€:mmlves o££ when call i'¥ ann 
soon as the birds are collected together, they rise up from am
bush, and by shouts, and the throwing up of sticks in the air, 

fg intimidJ'fu,ing thfrfr l'lovers they 
th££,r thus the net, falls 
them. In this, and most other countries, their Besh, in 
the autumn, and particularly that of the young birds, is 
esteemed as ddicacfrfr , often frfrfrfrposed 8ale . 
markets of the principal towns. 

The Golden Plover is about lOi inches long, and 21 in alar stretch. 
Bill legs Upper p,m,'age p,'r,r,nish blacn, ,,'guIarln 
ted the tipr margin? with lem"" yellow, "pots 
on the wing-coverts; greater coverts and primaries unspotted. Tail 
barred. Front and a space above the eyes white, sides of the neck 
also white, but wi,,?' 'h'''ky anh hollow. black, 
teY yellow the sid,,? the bu,o?! nnder wing. 
commencement and close of the breeding season many individuals 
are seen with the under plumage varied with black and white. 

PIPING RINGED PLOVER. 

(C§iOTd,driusmelfr?,z"",OBD. SY'''''h?,ot Am. 4. p. 
24. fig. 3. [summer dress.] C. hial.icula, var. WILSON, v. p. 30. 
pI. 37. fig. 3. Phil. Museum, No. 4150.) 

Sp, t) 'L' BA.CT. d'dhitish ?olor, ti0dCid with ; front, 
""d ben"ot11, white t)ontlet and ,i,.1es of lleck, benoorli, 

the white collar, black; the bill and feet orange, but the former 
black towards the tip. - Adult, with a black frontlet and inter

neck ,1"11' - You'rli', "'ld auto"frfrlo£? bird wi,,?'out tho 'l',k 
on th" and and wihl hle bill blac11i?h 

THIS species, like the Semipalmated Plover, is a common 
inhfrfrbitant of sea €:?]gt, arrhdigd in the middle states 
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from their southern hybemal retteata, towuds the close of 
April. It does not, however, proceed I!O far to the north, 
but resides and breeds in the United States, from the shores 
of New Jersey to Nova Scotia. Along the low, sandy, and 
solitary borders of the sea, in small scattering flocks, they 
are therefore seen throughout the summer, rapidly coursing 
over the strand, either in quest of their food, or to elude the 
search of the intruding spectator. After gliding swiftly 
along for a little distance, they often stop for a short interval 
to watch any approach, or pick up some insect, occasionally 
bending forward, and jerking the head up in a balancing 
attitude; when still, their pale livery 80 nearly resembles 
the color of the sand, that for the instant, they are rendered 
nearly invisible. On approaching their nests, which are 
mere shallow hollows in the sand and gravel, they usually 
exhibit considerable emotion, running along with outspread 
wings and tail, and fluttering as if lame, to attract attention 
from their eggs and young. They will sometimes practise 
this artifice at a considerable distance from their brood, and 
often follow the spectator for a mile or two, making their 
shrill, mournful, monotonous call, frequently alighting and 
running, with a view to deception, near any place which 
happens to be examined; and by these reiterated feints and 
fears it becomes often nearly impossible to discover their 
breeding haunts. About the 20th of May, or later, as they 
proceed to the north, they commence laying, the eggs, 
being about 4, rather large, of a pale cream color, or nearly 
white, irregularly spo,ted -and blotched nearly allover with 
blackish-brown, and many subdued tints of a much paler 
color. 

The voice of this species, uttered while running along 
the strand, is rather soft and musical, consisting chiefly of 
a single, varied, and repeated, plaintive note. On approach
ing the breeding spot, they wheel around in contracting 
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circles, and become more clamorous, piping out, in a tone 
of alarm, 'ke-hu,· and /cub, keeb, then falling off into a 
more feeble ki.e--boo, with occasionally a call of kill. At 
times, in the same sad and wild accent with the vociferous 
Lapwing, we hear a cry of kee-tlJee, and even the same pm
",ee, pee-voo, and pai-voo. When in hurry and consterna
tion, the cry resembled 'pit, 'pit, 'pit, 'pt. Sometimes, in 
apparent artifice, for the defence of their tender brood, be
sides practising alarming jestures, they even squeak like 
young birds in distress. 

The food of this species is quite similar with that of the 
Semipalmated Ring Plover; indeed the birds are scarcely 
to be distinguished but by the paleness of the plumage in 
the present, and the shortness of the web between the ex
terior toes. They are usually fat, except in the breeding 
season, and much esteemed' as game. 

The Piping Ringed Plover, is nearly of the same size 119 the Semi
palmated species, exceeding it scarcely half an inch in length, with the 
bill of the same two colors, andsomewhatatouter. The front, side of 
the face, a broad ring round the neck, and the whole of the lower 
parts pure white, except the side of the breast, which is marked with 
a broad and somewhat curving patch of black, never extending so 
far forward on the neck below as to form a continuous ring. Another 
patch of black extends acroBB the front before and between the eyes. 
Head and upper parts pale cinereous, tinged with brown, lightest on 
the head, and darkest on the shoulder of the wing. Primaries~ dusky 
brown, nearly white on their inner webs, and with a narrow, white 
patch along the anterior part of the shafts; the leBBer primaries white 
towards the base, and on the greater part of the outer web; the 
greater coverts broadly tipt with white; secondaries nearly white, 
except at their outer extremities; subaxillary plumage pure white. 
Tail nearly even, the 2 outer lateral feathers wholly white, (in the 
male,) the succeeding feather with a dusky blotch, and the next 
broadly tipt with white, the eentral feathers white, tinged with brown 
above, gradually becoming dusky towards their extremities. Eye, 
black, surrounded with a narrow ling of yellow. Legs bright yel-

• The 11m eyJ1ab1e aueled willi a puaml Jiap 
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low, inclining to orange, claw. black. - Y"""I', without any of the 
bl&ck marks, the cervical patch and whole head being eqU&l1y cine
reoUl, and the bill black, except toward. the hue. 

WILSON'S PLOVER. 

(Cll4radrilUl Wilsm&iua, ORD. WILSOIf. ix. p.77, pl. 73, fig. 5. Phil. 
MUieUDl, No. 4159, [male.] No. 4160, [female].) 

Bp. CRARACT. - Olive uh color; front, collar, and beneath white; 
frontlet, and a broad ring around the base of the neck, black; bill 
black; feet flesh color. -Ad1dt, with a black sincipital band. - In 
the ymmg, the band of the hind head, with the frontlet and neck
ring is dUlky. 

OF this species, which sparingly inhabits the middle 
and Southern States during summer, very little is yet 
known. The specimens, from which the description was 
taken, were shot on the 13th of May, on the shore of Cape 
Island, in New Jersey, by Wilson, and possess much the 
appearance of the preceding species. They seem to have a 
predilection for the strand and the vicinity of the sea, and 
probably nest and breed just above the reach of the summer 
tides. When observed, they were heard to utter an agree
able piping note, like most of the birds of the same section 
to which they belong. 

This species is about 7t inches, and lSi in alar stretch. Front 
broad and white, bounded by a widish band of black; the lores also 
blaek. From the middle of the eye backwardl a Itripe of dull white. 
Above olive drab, the auricularl and nape tinged with rufoUi brown. 
:Below white, with a broad band of black OD the breast, preceded 
by another of white. QuillI brownish black, BOIDe of the IIhaftI and 
their edgeB white. Iris dark. Lep and feet fleah colored; claWi 
bl&ck. Tail even, blackilh olive, the two outer feathers whitish. 
Bill black and.tout, an inch long, the upper mandible projectiJlg.
The/tIIIIIle without the black on the forebead,loreB, or breast. 
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KILDEER PLOVER. 

(CkartulriWl 'DOCi/enu, LIlf. WILSOlf, Am. Om. vii. p.13. pI. 59. 
fig. 6. Aret. ZooI. No. 400. Phil. Museum, No. 4174.) 

SP. CRARACT. -Dark olive grey j front, collar, and beneath, white; 
a broad ring round the neck, and belt on the breast, black j the 
rump tawny orange, and the tail wedge-formed. 

THE well known, restless, and noisy Kildeer is a common 
inhabitant throughout the United States, in neuly all parts 
of which it is known to breed, wintering however, generally 
to the south of Massachusetts. In the interior, it also pen& 
trates to the sources of the Mississippi, the remote plains 
of the Saskatchewan, - and Vieillot met with it even in St. 
Domingo. On the return of spring, it wanders from the 
coast, to which it had been confined in winter, and its reit
erated and shrill cry is again heud as it passes through the 
air, or as it courses the shore of the river, or the low me. 
dows in the vicinity of the sea. About the beginning or 
May, it resorts to the fields, or level pastures, which happen 
to be diversified with pools of water, and in such situations, 
or the barren sandy downs in the immediate vicinity of the 
sea, it fixes upon a place for its nest, which is indeed a 
mere slight hollow, lined with such straw and dry weeds, as 
come most convenient. In one instance, Wilson saw a nest 
of the Kildeer curiously paved and bordered with fragments 
of clam and oyster shells: at other times no vestige of an 
artificial nest is visible. The eggs usually 4, luge, and 
pointed at the smaller end, are of a yellowish cream color, 
thickly marked with blackish blotches. 

At all times noisy and querulous to a proverb, in the 
breeding season, nothing can exceed their anxiety and 
alarm; and the ineeasant cry of It:iidur, It:iidur, or te te de 

• ~'. Nortbem ZoolOl1, Put D. P. 368. 

Digitized by Google 



IULDBBB PLOTO. 

dit, and te dit, as they waft themselves about over head, or 
descend,and 6yaround you, is almost deafening. At the 
same time, to carry out this appearance of distreu, they nm 
along the ground, with hanging wings, counterfeiting la.me
neBS to divert tbe intention of the intruder. Indeed no 
person can now approach the breeding place, though at a 
considerable distance, without being molested with their 
vociferous and petulant clamor. During the evening, and 
till a late hour, in moonlight nights, their cries are still 
heard, both in the fall and spring. They seek their fare of 
worms and insects often in the twilight, so that their habits 
are, in some degree nocturnal, but they also feed largely on 
grasshoppers, crickets, carabi, and other kinds which fre
quent grassy fields by day. 

The flight of the Kildeer is remarkably vigorous, and 
they sometimes proceed at a great height in the air. They 
are also fond of washing themselves, and wading in the 
pools, which they frequent for insects; their gait is per
fectly erect, and like most of their tribe, they run with great 
celerity. As game, their flesh, like that of the Lapwing, is 
musky, and not generally esteemed; in the fall, however, 
when fat, they are by some considered as well flavored. 
Towards autumn, families descend to the sea shore, where 
their behavior now becomes more circumspect and silent. 

This Bpeciel is about 10 inches long, and 20 in alar extent. Bill 
black. Fore part of the crown and auricular regi,pn, dark grey. 
Eyelids acarlet. Iris black. A white stripe through and beyond the 
eye. Primaries blackish, partly white on the inner webs; the secon
daries with an irregular blotch of white on their outer vanes; the 
greater coverts broadly tipt with white. Rump and tail coverts, 
tawny orange. Tail with the 2 middle feathers dark grey, the next 
tipt with tawny, and the outer ones with a large indented spot or 
white; these are below tawny, and black towards the extremities; 
the outermost feathers elegantly barred with black on the inner web. 
Legs and feet, yellowish-olive. (OUle'fIIfIh.) 

Digitized by Google 



· WADING .IBD8. 

t t .au tie tou ~ at 6GN ., II tIIeIII6Nu. 

SEMIP ALMATED RING PLOVER. 

(CAGrtulrill8 6eIIIipcltllatu, BolU.p. SynOpB. et Am. Om. iv. p. 92, 
pl. 25. flg. 4. [young,] 7mtgll 1Iiatie1dG, WILBON, Am. Om. vii. 
p. 65. pI. 59. fig. 3. [adult in spring dreIs,] Phil. MUBe1lIIl, No.:4750.) 

SP. CRAIlACT.-Dark brownillh·uh; front, collar, and beneath 
white; frontlet, and a ring round the bue of the neck, black; 
bill and aemipaImated feet orange, the former black at tip.-Atlrrlt, 
Bincipital band and auricula.ra black. - ha 1JOUfIII and IIIIt1mu&d 
bird8, the neck ring ill duaky. 

TRIS small species, 80 nearly relaUld to the Ring Plover 
of Europe, arrives from the south along our sea coasts, and 
that of the middle states, towards the close of April, where 
they are seen feeding and busily collectiDg their insect fare, 
until the close of May. They then disappear on their way 
farther north to breed, and in the summer are even observed 
as far as the icy shores of Greenland. According to Rich
ardson, they abound in Arctic America during the summer, 
and breed in similar situations with the Golden Plover. 
Mr. Hutchins adds, its eggs, generally 4, are dark colored, 
and spotted with black. The aborigines say, that on the 
approach of stormy weather, this species utters a chirping 
noise, and claps its wings, as if inJIuenced by some instinct
ive excitement. The same, or a very similar species, is 
also met with in the larger West India islands, and in Bra
zil, according to the rude figute and imperfect description 
of Piso. 

The early commencement of inclement weather, in the 
cold regions selected for the breeding haunts of this species, 
induces them to migrate to the south, as soon as their only 
brood have acquired strength for their indispensable journey. 
Flocks of the old and young are thus seen in the vicinity of 
Boston, by the close of the first week in August, and they 
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have been observed on the shores of the Cumberland, in 
Tennessee, by the 9th of September. 

The Semipalmated Ring Plover, though 80 well suited for 
l!ll almost aquatic life, feeds on land as well as marine insects, 
collecting weavels, and other kinds, and very assiduously 
coursing the strand at low water. ID general, when not 
too eagerly hunted, they are but little suspicious, and may 
readily be approached by the fowler, as well as detained 
sometimes by whistling in imitation of their quailing call. 
On most occasions, and wheD flushed, they utter a reiter
ated, sharp, twittering and wild note, very much in uDison 
with the ceaseless echoes of the breakiDg surge, and the 
lashing of the waves, Dear wh~h they almost perpetually 
course, gliding aDd running with great agility before the 
retiring or advanciDg waters. This species is commonly 
fat and well flavored, and' in early autumn, not uncommon 
in the markets of Boston and New York. 

The American Ring Plover is about 8 inches in length, and 14 
in Ilar eztent. Front and chin white, the lI&IIle color encircling the 
DeCk; a narrowiah ring around the upper part of the breut, black; 
becoming broader at the aides; all below white. Fore part of the 
crown black; a band of the lI&IIle color extending from the upper 
mandible, and covering the auriculara. Back, scapulara, and wing. 
coverts of a brownish ub·color. Primaries, dusky, marked with a 
line of white along the centre of the shafta, the iuner webs nearly 
white. Tail, olive, deepening into black, and tipt with white; the 
01ltermoet lateral feather white, and the 3 next broadly tipt with the 
BUlle color: the outermost feather, in the fem4le 1 with a shaded 
dusky blotch. Iris dark hazel; the eyelids yellow. - In young birds 
the neck ring, and fore part of the head is dusky. Wing coverts 
and _pulara edged very slightly with yellowish white. The tail 
.. in the adult. 
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Subgenus. - SQUATAROLA. (Ouvier.) V AN.ELLUS, 

(Brisson, etc.) 
W"atA tie Jut 4 to«l; tie lind toe 'HrY 1mtJU. 

OBI.-ThiS species connects the true Plovers with the Lapwings, 
the latter of which are unknown in the United States. - The habits 
of theBe birds are altogether simiJ.ar with those of the Plovers. 

BLACK-BELLIED, OR SWISS PLOVER. 

(Clu&radritu lulfJetU:u, BolUP. Tringa lulfJttiea, LIN. Clu&rtUlnu 
apriearill8, WILSON, vii. p. 41. pl. 57. fig. 4. Vanellu AelfJetU:u, 
BRISSON. V. melanogtJ8ter, BECHSTElli. TEMMINcK,d'Ornithologie, 
ii. p. 547. Phil. Museum, No. 4196.) 

Sp. CRARACT. - Spotted; long axillary feathers, black. - Sammn 
plumage, spotted, with black and white; beneath black. - Wittler 
plumage, spotted black and yellow; beneath inclining to white.
Young and moulting individuals, below varied with black and 
whitish. 

THE Black-Bellied, or large Whistling Field Plover, is 
met with in most parts of the northern hemisphere, and in 
America is known to breed from the open grounds of Penn
sylvania to the very extremity of the arctic regions. It is 
common around Hudson's Bay, Greenland, Iceland, and in 
all the inclement parts of Siberia, they also abound in the 
spring in the plains of Ostrabothnia, in Lapland. It is 
likewise believed to breed in the Highlands of Scotland. 
How far they extend their migrations to the south is not 
satisfactorily ascertained, though there is little doubt but 
that they spread themselves to the confines of Mexico, and 
they have been seen in considerable numbers in Louisiana 
and Carolina, during the winter. According to Wilson, 
they generally begin to visit the inland parts of Pennsylva
nia in the latter end of April, and less timid than the Golden 
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Plover, it often selects the plowed field for the site of its 
nest, where the ordinary fare of earth worms, larvle, beetles, 
and winged insects now abound. The nest, as in most of 
the birds of this class, is very slightly and quickly made of 
a few blades of stubble or withered grass, in which are 
generally deposited four eggs, large for the size of the bird, 
(being scarcely a line short of two inches in length,) of a 
cream color slightly inclining to olive, and speckled nearly 
all over with small spots and blotches of Iightish brown, and 
others of a subdued tint, bordering on lavender purple; the 
specks, as usual, more numerous towards the large end. In 
the more temperate parts of the United States, they have 
often two broods in the season, though only one in Massa
chusetts, where indeed, their nests are of rare occurrence. 
During the summer, the young and old now feed much 
upon various kinds of berries, particularly those of the early 
bramble, called dew-benies, and their flesh at this time is 
highly esteemed. About the last week in August, the Betel
Headed Plovers, (as they are called in New England,) 
descend with their young to the borders of the sea coast, 
where they assemble in great numbers from all their northern 
breeding places, now passing an unsettled and roving life, 
without any motive to local attachment, they crowd to such 
places as promise them the easiest and surest means of sub
sistence; at this time small shell-fish, shrimps and other 
minute marine animals, as well as the grasshoppers, which 
abound in the fields, constitute their principal fare. 

They are at all times extremely shy and watchful, utter
ing a loud, rather plaintive, whistling note as they fly high 
and circling in the air, and are so often noisy, particularly 
in the breeding season, as to have acquired among many of 
.the gunners along the coast, the name of the Black-Bellied 
Kildeer. From a supposed similarity, probably in the note, 
it is remarkable, that the inhabitants of the Ferro Islands, 
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denominate the Oyster-Catcher, kieltkr, and in Iceland, the 
male is named tilldur, and the female tilldra. Indeed the 
compass of voice in a great portion of this tribe of birds, 
more or less related to the Plovers, is remarkable for its sim
ilarity. The Betel-Headed Plovers, usually linger round the 
sea coast in the Middle States, till the commencement of No
vember, when the frosts beginning sensibly to diminish their 
prospect of subsistence, they instinctively move oft" towards 
the south, proceeding probably, at this time, under the shade 
of twilight, as moving flocks are no where, as far as I can 
learn, seen by day. About the middle of September in the 
marshes of Chelsea, (Mass.) contiguous to the beach, they 
sometimes assemble at day break, in flocks of more than a 
thousand individuals together, and soon after disperse them
selves in companies to feed on the shores, upon small shell-fish 
and marine insects. This crowding instinct, takes place a 
short time previous to their general migration southward. 

The length of this species is about 12 inches, and 23 in alar extent. 
Winter plumage of both sexes. - Front, throat, abdomen, thighs, 
and upper tail coverts, white. Eyebrows, fore part of the neck, sides 
of the breast and flanks, white, mottled with cinereoUl and brown
ilh spots. Upper partI of a blackish brown, varied with spots of 
greenish yellow, but all the feathers fringed with cinereous and whit
ish. Long axillary feathers, deep brownish black. Lower tail coven. 
with narrow diagonal dusky bands upon their outer barbs. Tail 
white, but somewhat rufous towards the extremity, marked with & 

few pale dusky bands on the lateral feathers. Bill, legs, and iris 
black. Hind toe very amall, armed with a minute nail. Bill longer 
and Btouter than in the Golden Plover. - Spriag and bretllliag plum
age of both sexes. A space between the eye, the bill, throat, aides 
and forepart of the neck, middle of the breast, belly and flanks, deep 
brownish-black. The front, a wide band above the eyes, aides of the 
neck, and of the chelt, thighs, and abdomen white; the nuchal region 
!IpOtted with brown, black, and white. Hind-heM, bilek, _pwars. 
and wing coven. duaky, the feathers all broadly terminated with 
white tips. On the great coverts and _pulars, laqe wbite apo .. 
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Middle tail feathen banded with black and whlte, the lateral 0_ 
nearly all whlte. Butard wing, primaries, and their coveN, black· 
ish·brown, the latter tipt with white; middle of the quill shafts, and 
of the outer webs of the 6th and succeeding primaries, as well as 
the bases and borden of the secondaries, white. 

OBS.-We, as well as Dr. Richardson, have never seen birda in 
the Bummer plumage, with the yellow spots on the donal feathers, 
figured by W ilson. 

TURNSTONE. (STREPSILU8, flZig.) 

iN these birds the BILL is shorter than the head, robust, hard, 
straight, in the form of an attenuated cone, compressed, fiattish above, 
and truncated at the point; upper mandible slightly recurved from 
the middle. NOSTRILS basal, lateral, long, and pervious, half closed 
by a membrane. FEET rather short, four·toed j a very sma]) part 
of the tibia bare j toes with a narrow margin, divided to their origin, 
the hind toe touching the ground. Wings long and acuminated; 
the 1st primary longest. Tail raUler short, consisting of twelve 
feathers. 

This genus comprehends only a single species common to all th{' 
world. Like the Sandpipers, with which they have usually been 
united, they are almost entirely maritime, following the retreating 
waves, and gleaning at tlle ebb of the tide, the various marine insects, 
and small shell-fish, which constitute their food. As may be sup. 
posed, from Uleir name, tiley have a peculiar habit of dexterously 
turning over considerable stones witi} their bills, in quest of their 
insect prey. The sexes are scarcely distinguishable by any differ
ence of plumage, and effect their moult half yearly. The young. 
however, differ much from the adult, and change repeatedly until 
the third year. 

~ 
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TURNSTONE, OR SEA OOTTEREL. 

(Strtp8ilw imerpres, ILLIG . S. coUaris, TEMK . Tringa imerpru, 
WILSOII, vii . p. 32. pI. 57. 6g.1. [adult.] Phil . Museum, No.4044.) 

SP. CBARAcT.-Throllt, rump, and base of the tail, white; bill 
black; the feet orange red. - .adult, varied with black, ferrugin
OU8 and white; breut black; belly white. -The youngllre dusky, 
varied with pale ferruginous and Borne white; breast dusky, and 
mottled. 

THIS singular marine bird is not only common to the 
whole northern hemisphere, but extends its colonies even to 
Senegal and the Cape of Good Hope, in the southern half 
of the globe. Their favorite breeding resorts are, however, 
confined to the inclement regions of the north, to which 
they are in no haste to return, but linger along the coast in 
the temperate climates for several months, before they attain 
to the remote and desolate shores of their nativity. Their 
southern progress in America, is in all probability continued 
as far as the tropics, since their race even extends itself into 
the other hemisphere. Bufi'on, in fact, figures a specimen 
of the you~ bird from Cayenne. In New Jersey, accord-
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TURNSTONE, OR SEA DOTTEREL. 81 

ing to Wilson, they arrive in the month of April, and there 
linger until June, very soon after which they are seen at 
their breeding quarters, on the shores of Hudson's Bay, and 
along the desolate strand of the Arctic Sea, where they have 
been met with by the Northern navigators, as far as the 75th 
parallel. They already begin to depart from these remote 
boreal regions in August, in which month, and even towards 
the close of July, I have seen young birds for sale in the 
market of Boston. They visit the shores of Great Britain 
also about the same time, arriving thence probably from the 
arctic shores of Siberia. Five or six weeks later, they are 
observed to visit the borders of the Delaware, and proceed 
onward to the south as the weather increases in coldness. 
The most southern summer residence of this species known, 
if Mr. Fleming be correct, is the Scottish isle of ZetIand. 
They are also said to inhabit the isles of the Baltic during 
summer. In a mere depression of the sand or gravel, along 
the sea coast, it is said to drop its eggs, which are four in 
number, and according to Mr. Hutchins, are of an olive 
green, spotted with blackish brown. 

It is naturally of a wild and solitary disposition, coursing 
along the shore by pairs, or in small families which have 
been bred together. In the months of May and June, in 
New Jersey, they aI.most wholly feed upon the spawn of the 
King-Crab, or Horse-Foot, (Monoculus P01!IPl&emUII, LIN.) 
which affords them and other animals an abundant and 
almost inexhaustible supply. 

The Turnstone, while flying, often utters a loud twitter
ing note, and runs at times with its wings lowered, but is 
less swift in its movements than most of the Sandpipers, 
and more patient and intent in obtaining its fare. Like 
the Woodpeekers it is content to search over the same place 
tOr a considerable length of time; the mechanism of its bill 
seems well provided for this purpose, and it is often seen in 
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thi±4'iJi!ay tli±4liing O±4E:3" stonliE and ff4>m si:::td 
in search of various marine worms and insects. The young 

feed :tdsoli%?'?'n sh:ri:mps difi"e,eet ki?'d!3 of shen~ 

fish, particularly minute muscles which are occasionally cast 

up by the tides. According to Catesby, this habit: of turn

ing 7:ifer stmles in of eetai%k?'d by th?' specn?'e 

even when subjected to domestication. 

length :If the Temstone ebout inchel, JPdult, a larh:' 
spol on the Jores, the upper sincipital ban:i, which is prolonged over 
the eye, borders the ears, and meets with a second on the nape, the 
UPe1l half lides me m:l:t:: the r:::::p, lont:111 taill:lll:rts, tiYl1 
of hreatel lling loo::rts, blllll of the' quills, an:i lip of lZ:e 
tail, the chin, belly, under tail coverts, and insides of the wings, 
white Feaml:ll of ::row:: black, whirl hlrders, The bOl11 
of neck thl: Z:ll:k, BClr:::lars, i::rliaries: m:d mi:1:ii:, rows 
leaser covers, chestnut brown, blotched with black. Upper border of 
the :lying, grc1,ter COV::1%k, and d::et: ::love "bmwn. rli:::rter 
cov::e%k,oute1 h::lf of tail, 1::11or sin:'i::ital b::o:1: that y::11,10S un"b::t 
the eye and spreads over the cheeks, a stripe from the rictus along 
the side of the throat: the fore part of the neck, breast, and lhoulderl: 
vel:::::: blaciL Bill, i:J::ok; oran"b::, - 71Ie z:oun!! the yl::o 
have no trace either of black or chestnut. Head and nucha of a 
cinereous brown, barred with deeper brown; white spots upon the 
sido: the h::::,d and ::::::k i and part::1" the ne::h llhitish 
the th:::thers the sides of the "breast, of a deep brown, with whitish 
tips; the other lower parts as well as the back, white; upper part 
of back, r:opular1 l,rd wirZ: loverts ::h a deeh "b1::wn, heath:'l: 
wid::1z: surro::.::1"ed wilh z:ellollil"b bord111; the JP::::svers::J hand of 
the rump dark brown, bordered with ferruginous. Feet yellowish 
red The b1::::i: and llhite apyl::::ll m:::: :egulmih dispo:l1h: as 
bir:l :::leanc::l age. This st:ll:' ::f pl1:111ge cOlllllutes Tring:: 
morimlia, LUI. Coulond-cltaud de Cayenne, and Coulond-cluuui gri4, 
BUFrolf, Ois, PI. Enl::::::340 11:d 857, tll,:, speci:::,,::s of tZ:e :l0ung ::Z: 

the yott1:,T: :eTten 1: old: :le1:e tho par::f: ::rco121:, 
on the forepart of the neck and upon the sides of the breast, indi
cated by black feathers: edged with narrow whitilh bo:d::rl. The 
Chllf:l and moUle:} with k:tl::k, U:l0:: a whitilh gr:::::::i. The 
IIUJIlmit of the head and nucha, brown, spotted with blackish shades 
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O( the lIUIle. Back, aeapularll, and wing coverts, dWlky; the te&thel'll 
lIIU'fOunded with rufous bordel'll. A large black spot upon the OQter
moat tail ieathel'll, the rest of the plumage as in the adults. 

CRANES. (GRUB, PaUas,4-c.) 

IN these birds the BILL is about the length, or somewhat longer 
than the head, it is strong, straight, compressed, attenuated at the 
point, which is somewhat obtuse; the mandibles with a wide furrow 
on either aide at the hue, ridge of the bill elevated. NOSTRILS aitu
ated in a furrow, in the middle of the bill, pervious, posteriorly 
closed by a membrane. Region of the eyes, and the bue of the bill, 
often naked or warty. FEET long and robust, naked for a large apace 
above the kn(>e8, the middle toe united to the outer by a rudimental 
membrane, the inner one divided, the hinder toe articulated high 
On the taraus. Wings of moderate dimensions, 1st and 5th prima
ries about equal; the 2d, 3d, and 4th longest; secondaries broader 
and wider than the primaries; the tertials arched and much elon. 
gated. The tail short, ofl2 feathers. -

The food of this family of birds is various, and besides insects, rep
tileB, worms and fish, some species likewise frequent ploughed and 
newly planted fields to pick up seeds, as well as living prey. They 
dwell in fields, marshes, and frequent the margins of ponds, but 
always roost in trees, where they also nest, as well as on the ground, 
though the European species, useful, familiar and venerated, often 
selects the roofa of deserted houses for its eyry. When incuba
tion commences, the nest i. raised to the height of the body with 
grass and reeds; they are said to lay but 2 eggs, on which each 
alternately brood in a standing posture, while the other keeps· a care
ful watch. They migratc in vast flocks, and perform very extenaive 
periodical journeys, pusing along often out of Bight in the higher 
regions of the atmOlphere, moving in the night, in troops arranged 
in long triangular lines, at the shrill voice of their le~r, which re-

o echoed by the timorous and unseen ranks, a1Fords often the only 
indication of the course of their passage. Subject to less excite
ment, they pass along silently and at a great elevation in fine 
weather, but lower their flight, and become elamoroWl, at the ap
proach, or during the existence of a storm. Species inhabit both 
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continents. The sexes are scarcely distinguishable from each other 
in their plumage; but thc young differ much from the old until 
the third year. The remarka.ble compass of their sonorous voice is 
attributed to the peculiar formation of the windpipe, which enters 
the keel of the sternum or breast-bone into a cavity for its reception, 
from whence it returns after being twice reflected. 

WHOOPING CRANE. 

(GrUB atnmcalla, TEMM. 

viii. p. 20, pI. 64, fig. 3. 
Phil. Museum, No. 3704.) 

BONAP. /lrdea americana. WILSON, 

[adult male.] BUFF. PI. Enlum. 889. 

SP. CHARACT. - White; primaries black, and with black shafts; 
the whole crown and cheeks bald.-The young, tawny. 

THIS stately Crane, the largest of all the feathered tribes 
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ill the United States, like the rest of its family, dwelling 
amidst marshes, and dark and desolate swamps, according to 
the selll!Oll, is met with in almost every part of North Amer
ica, &om the islands of the West Indies, to which it retires 
to pass the winter, to the utmost habitable regions and fur
eountries of the north. A few hybernate in the warmer 
parts of the Union, and some have been known to linger 
thr~ugh the whole of the inclement season in the swamps 
of New Jersey, near to Cape May. When diseovered 
in their retreats, they are observed wandering along the 
marshes and muddy fiats near the sea-shore, in quest of 
reptiles, fish, and marine worms. Occasionally they are 
seen sailing along &om place to plaee with a heavy, silent 
ffight, elevated but little above the surfaee of the earth. 
Ever wary, and stealing from the view of al1 observers, 
these gaunt shades of something which constantly avoids 
the soeiallight, impress the mind no less with curiosity than 
aversion, and it is surprising, that furtive and inharmonious 
as owls, they have not excited the prejudiee of the super
stitious. 

At times they utter a loud, clear, and piercing cry, that 
may be heard to a very considerable distanee, and which, 
being not unaptly eompared to the whoop or yel1 of the 
savages when rushing to battle, has eonferred upon our bird 
his peculiar appellation. Other species of the genus possess 
also the same sonorous cry. When wounded they attack 
those who approach them with considerable vigor, so much 
so as. to have been known to dart their sharp and dagger
like bill through the incautious hand held out for their cap
ture. Indeed, according to Dr. Richardson, they have 
sometimes driven the fowler fairly out of the field. 

In the winter season, dispersed from their native haunts 
in quest of subsistenee, they are often seen prowling in the 
low grounds, and riee fields of the Southern States in quest 
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of m.eets, grain, and reptiles; they swallow also mice, 
moles, rats, and frogs with great avidity, and may the.uwe 
be looked upoD, at least, as very useful seavengers. They 
are also, at times, killed as game, their flesh being well 
tlavored, as they do not subsist 80 much upon fish as 
many other birds of this family. It is with difficulty, 
however, that they can be approached, or shot, as they 
are 80 remarkably shy and vigilant. They build their nests 
on the ground, after the manner of the common Crane 
of Europe, selecting a tUBBOCk of long grass, in some 
aecluded and solitary swamp, raising its sides to suit their 
convenience, so as to sit upon it with extended legs. The 
eggs are two in number, as large as those of· the swan, and 
of a bluish white color, blotched with brown. 

The Whooping Crane rises with difficulty tlom the ground, 
8ying low for a time, and thus affording an easy mark for 
the sportsman. At other times they fly around in wide cir
cles, as if reconnoitering the surrounding country for fresh 
feeding ground; occasionally they rise spirally into the air 
to a great height, mingling their screaming voices together, 
which are still 80 loud, when they are almost out of sight, 
as to resemble a pack of hounds in full cry. Early in.Feb
ruary, Wil80n met with several of these Cranes in South 
Carolina; at the same season, and in the early part of the 
following month, I heard their clamorous cries nearly every 
morning around the enswamped ponds of West Florida, and 
throughout Georgia, so that many individuals probably pass 
either the winter or the whole year in the southern extrem
ity of the Union. 

It is impossible to describe the clamor of one of these 
roosting flocks, which they begin usually to utter about 
sunrise. Like the Howling Monkeys or Preachers of 
South America, (as they are called,) a single individual 
seemed at first as if haranguing, or calling out to the assem-
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bled company, and after llttering a round number of discord
ant, sonorous, and braying tones, the address seemed as 
if received with becoming applause, and was seconded with 
a reiteration of jingling and trumpeting hunas. The idea 
conveyed by this singular association of sounds, was so 
striking, quaint, and ludicrous, that I could never hear it 
without smiling at the conceit. Captain Amidas, (the first 
Englishman who ever set foot in North America) thus graphi
cally describes their clamor, on his landing ou the isle of 
Wokokou, off the coast of North Carolina, in the month 
of July," Such a flock of Cranes (the most part white) arose 
under us, with such a cry, redoubled by many echoes, as if an 
army of men had showted all together." But though this 
display of their discordant calls may be amusing, the bustle 
of their great migrations, and the passage of their mighty 
armies fills the mind with wonder. In the month of De
cember, 1811, while leisurely descending on the bosom of 
the Mississippi, in one of the trading boats of that period, I 
had an opportunity of witnessing one of these vast migra
tions of the Whooping Cranes, assembled by many thou
sands from all the marshes and impassable swamps of the 
north and west. The whole continent seemed as if gi'ing 
up its quota of the species to swell the mighty host. Their 
flight took place in the night, down the great aerial valley 
of the river, whose southern course conducted them every 
instant towards warmer and more hospitable climes. The 
clangor of these numerous legions, passing along, high in 
the air, seemed almost deafening; the confused cry of the 
vast army continued, with the lengthening procession, and 
as the vocal call continued nearly throughout the whole 
night, without intermission, some idea may be formed of the 
immensity of the numbers now assembled on their annual 
journey to the regions of the south. 

4 
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The following, elegant poetic description of the annual 
migration of the Crane of Europe, is perfectly applicable to 
the instinct of our species: 

Part lOOlely wing the region, part more wille, 
In common, ranged in1igure (» weqe their way, 
Intelligent of lleaaons, and llet forth 
Their aery caravan, high over lieU 

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing, 
EBBing their ftight; 10 steers the prudent Crane 
Her annual voyage, bome on winds, the air 
F1otes, u they puB, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes. * 

Th!l Whooping Crane ia about 4 feet or upwards in length, and 
when atandi.D.g erect, meuures nearly 5 feet. The bill is W8J[ yellow, 
6 inches in length, and an inch and a half in thickness. Iris yellow. 
The forehead, whole crown, and cheeks are covered with a dull 
orange colored warty skin, thinly interspersed with black hairs. 
Hind head, ash color; the relt of the plumage pure white, except 
the primaries, which are brownish black; from the base of each 
wing arise. numerous large dowing feathers, which project over the 
tail and tips of the wings, some of them are loosely webbed like the 
feathers of the Ostrich. The legs and naked part of the thighs are 
black. The hind toe articulated too high to reach the ground. 

BROWN CRANE. 

(GrU8ca7UUlervi8, TEll •• Bo!I"A.p. Synops. No. 225. G • .fu,8t;a, VIEILL. 

IlrdM call1Jde1lBiB, FORSTER.) 

Sr. CRAUCT.-Cinereous; wings varied with testaeeous; prima
ries brown, with white shafts i anterior portion of the head bald. 

THIS species, scarcely inferior to the preceding in mag
nitude, visits all parts of the fur countries in summer, up to 
the shores of the Arctic sea j and is indeed, according to 
the 86880n, spread more or less throughout North America, 

• Milton'. l'IIladiM Loll, Book 7, lIoe 4lI5, et 118<\. 
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having been observed in Mexico, Louisiana, an4 Florida. 
It also probably breeds in the interior of the continent, 
as Major Long saw it in the Illinois country, on the 15th 
of July. As early as the 7th of February, Kalm observed 
them pa sing over New Jer ey and Penn ylvania, on their 
way either to the north or west, but as the Atlantic coa t 
has become more settled and populou ,these shy birds have, 
for the most part, altered their route, and now proceed more 
within the wilder interior of the continent. In May, they 
are seen about Hudson's Bay, and like the Whooping Crane, 
which they re emblc in manners, they ne t on the ground, 
laying two eggs, of an oil green, irregularly, and rather 
thickly spotted with yellowish brown and umber, the spots 
confluent and dark on the greater end. The flesh is ac
counted good food, resembling that of the Swan (Cygnus 
buccinator) in flavor. 

This species is about 4 inches long, of which the bill, measured 
from above, is 4~ inches; the bill, however, varies in s4e. The 
general color yellowish grey; the dorsal plumage glossed with fer
ruginous. Neck above, ash colored; cheeks and throat brownish 
white. Primaries blackish brown; their shafts white. All the 
upper surface of the head, before and between the eyes, and the lores, 
covered with a red skin, pretty thickly clothed with black hairs. 
Bill blackish brown. 

GREAT wmTE CRANE. 

(Grus •..•.•. AUDUBON, MSS.) 

Of thi. interesting 'pecie., found by Audubon in the vut IWUDpe 
of Eut Florida, we yet know no particul&rl, excepting the specific 
chan.cter of its being wholly white, and scarcely inferior in magni. 
tode to the Whooping Crane, whOle general habits it in all proba
bility JIOIIIIC8IeII. Since its dilcovery, we have, I believe, heard of a 
IpeCimen having been obtained in the vicinity of Charlelton, S. C. 
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HERONS. (ARDEA, Lin. Temm.) 

WITH the BILL long, and acuminated into a sharp point, being 
robust, straight, and compressed to an edge, the ridge rounded; the 
upper Inandible faintly channelled. NOSTRIL5, lateral, basal, placed 
in the furrow of the mandible, and half closed by a membrane. Lores 
and Orbits naked. FEET long and slender; a naked space above the 

-knee; middle toe united to the outer one by a short membrane; the 
interior divided; hind toe articulated internally, and on a level with 
the rest. Nails long, compressed and sharp, that of the middle toe 
serrated internally. The wings of moderate dimensions, obtuse; 
the 1st primary nearly equal with the 2d and 3d, which are longest. 
The tail short and rounded, consisting of 10 or 12 feathers. 

Birds of this genus are found dispersed over the whole earth, and 
many approach to each other by the slightest shades of distinction, 
having as it were their representatives in different quarters of the 
world. Like the Cranes, whose manners they in a great degree . 
possess, thcy perform extensive journies, migrating in large and mar
shalled troops: this gregarious habit also continues through the season 
of reproduction, many individuals of this, and even of different 
species, nesting together in the same swamp or forest, thongh they 
are all strictly monogamous, the female hatching, while the male 
watches and supplies her with food, but both unite in the charge of 
nursing and rearing the very imbecile young, which remain in the 
nest until they are fully fledged. Their nests are usually made with 
sticks, and lined with wool; but if they chance to find a nest, like 
that of the rook, suitable for their purpose, they take no pains to build 
a new one. Their habits, however, like those of amphibious quad
rupeds, are gloomy and voracious, and their instinct scarcely superior 
to that of the fish and reptiles on which they principally feed. Dur
ing the day they generally remain in indolent repose, awaking only 
to the calls of hunger, chiefly at the approach of evening, or the 
setting in of twilight. Their raucous and disoordant cries are now 
heard at solemn intervals; or, as they traverse the aerial space, at a 
great elevation, towards the hannts of their prey. Their flight is 
ample, slow, and graceful, with the neck bent backwards, and the 
head in indolent ease, still resting against the back; the long legs 
stretched out behind, appear like a tail, and probably answen the 
purpose of a rudder in directing the motions. Their favorite resorts 
are the uncultivated borders of lakes, rivers, InarBhes, and gloomy 
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Bwamps, solitudes which they court no leBB from eli.polition than 
necessity, as such placeB abound in their fare of fish, frogs, moles, 
mice, worms and insects. They often wait motionleBB for the ap
proach of their prey, secreting themselves in the tall grass by the 
margin of ponda and marshes, and strike with great certainty at any 
thing within their reach. When tired of this inactivity, often un
BucceBBful, they move slowly through the mud and water, stirring 
up by their feet the fish and frogs which may be lurking round them. 

The plumage in the adult of both sexes is similar, but the young 
dift'er much from the old, obtaining their full dress only after the 
third year. The ornaments of the adult consist of tufts of long 
feathers, with decomposed barbs, which, after the annual moult, are 
not immediately renewed, and appear principally to belong to the 
nuptial season. Their down is remarkably silky, and in all the species, 
beneath the other feathers, are found four spaces, provided with a 
matted m&B8 of down. The species, though generally large, dift'er 
much in relative size, this disparity alone sometimes offering the 
beat distinction of the different races. The presence of but one 
CRlCum as in quadrupeds, instead of two, as in other birds, is a peculi
arity of the Herons, in which they even durer from the Storks, and 
the rest of their tribe. 

Subgenus. - ARDEA. ( Trull Herons.) 

b this group the BILL ia much longer than the head, and quite 
straight. The ruck also is very long and slender, below decorated 
with elongated drooping plumes; the body is also compressed on the 
Sanks. The legs very long, and the naked space above the tarsus 
extensive. - This seotion embraces the largest birds of the genus, 
which feed principally on fish, and seek their food uaually by day, 

4· 
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GREAT HERON . 

• (.Ilrdea hemdiltS, LIN . Arct. Zool. No. 341. 'VILSON, viii. p.28. pl. 
GS. fig . 2. [adult.] Phil. Museum , No . 3G2D.) 

SP . CUARACT. - Crested ; bluish-ash; thighs purplish ferruginous ; 
middle toe much shorter than the tursus . - Jldult, with the crown 
of the head bluish-black and white , with two long slender and ex
se rted black felltilers; the back preJ!{' nting long tapering whi te 
plumes. - In ti.· y(mng, no long feathers on the back, lUld with 
the crown wholly dusky . 

TIlF: Great Heron of America, no where numerous, may 
be considered as a constant inhabitant of the Atlantic States, 
rom New York to East Florida; in the storms of winter 
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seeking out open springs, muddy marshes, subjected to the 
overflow of tides, or the sheltered reeesses of the eedar and 
cyprus swamps eontiguOIlB to the sea eoast. As a rare or 
aeeidental visitor, it has been found even as far north as 
Hudson's Bay, and eommonly passes the breeding season in 
smaIl numbers along the eoasts of all the New England 
States, and the adjoining parts of British America. Mr. 
Say also observed this species at Pembino, in the 49th paral
lel. Ancient natural heronries of this species occur in the 
deep maritime swamps of North and South Carolina: sim
ilar associations for breeding exist also in the lower parts of 
New Jersey. Their favorite and long frequented resorts 
are usually dark and enswamped solitudes, or boggy lakes, 
grown up with tall eedars, and entangled with an under
growth of bushes and Kalmia laurels. These recesses defy 
the reclaiming hand of cultivation, and present the same 
gloomy and haggard landscape they did to the aborigines 
of the forest, who, if they existed, might still pursue through 
the tangled mazes of these dismal swamps, the retreating 
bear, and timorous deer. From the bosom of these choked 
lakes, and arising out of the dark and pitchy bog, may be 
seen large clumps of the tall Cypress (Cupressus disticha,) 
like the innumerable eonnecting eolumns of the shady 
mangrove, for sixty or more feet rising without a branch, 
and their spreading tops, blending together, form a canopy so 
dense as almost to exclude the light from beneath their 
branches. In the tops of the tallest of these trees, the 
wary Herons, associated to the number of ten or fifteen 
pair, construct their nests, each one in the top of a single 
tree; these are large, formed of coarse sticks, and merely 
lined with smaller twigs. The eggs, generally 4, are 
somewhat larger than those of the hen, of a light greenish 
blue, and destitute of spots. The young are seen abroad 
about the middle of May, beeome extremely fat and full 
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grown before they make any etrective attempts to 6y. They 
raise but a single brood; and when disturbed at their eyries, 
fly over the spot, sometimes honking almost like a goose, and 
at others uttering a loud, hollow, and guttural grunt. 

Fish is the principal food of the Great Heron, and for 
this purpose, like an experienced angler, he often waits for 
that condition of the tide, which best suits his experience 
and instinct. At such times, they are seen slowly sailing 
out from their inland breeding haunts, during the most silent 
and cool period of the summer's day, selecting usually, such 
shallow inlets as the ebbing tide leaves bare, or accessible to 
his watchful and patient mode of prowling j here, wading to 
the knees, he stands motionless amidst the timorous fry, till 
some victim coming within the compass of his wily range, 
is as instantly seized by the powerful bill of the Heron, 88 

if it were the balanced poniard of the assassin, or the noer· 
ring pounce of the Osprey. If large, the fish is beaten to 
death, and commonly swallowed with the liead descending, 
as if to avoid any obstacle arising from the reversion of the 
fins or any hard external processes. On land, our Heron 
has also his fare, as he is no less a successful angler than a 
mouser, and renders an important service to the farmer J in 
the destruction he makes among most of the reptiles and 
meadow shrews. Grasshoppers, other large insects, and 
particularly dragon flies, he is very expert at striking, and 
occasionally feeds upon the seeds of the pond lilies, contig
uous to his usual haunts. Our species, in all probability, 88 

well as the European Heron, at times, also preys upon 
young birds, which may be accidentally straggling near their 
solitary retreats. The foreign kind has been known to 
swallow young snipes, and other birds, when they happen 
to come conveniently within his reach. 

The Heron, though sedate in his movements, flies out 
with peculiar ease, often ascending high and proceeding far 
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in his annual migrations. When he leaves the coast, and 
traces on wing the meanders of the creek or river, he is be
lieved to prognosticate rain; and when he proceeds down
wards, dry weather. From his timorous vigilance and wild
ness it is very difficult to approach him with a gun, and 
unheeded as a depredator on the scal y fry, he is ne,·er sought 
but as an object of food, and for this purpose the young are 
generally preferred. 

The present is very nearly related to the common Heron 
of Europe, which appears to be much more gregarious at 
their breeding places than ours, for Pennant mentions hav
ing seen as many as eighty nests on one tree; and Mon
tague saw a heronry, on a small island, in a lake, in the 
north of Scotland, whereon there was only one scrubby oak 
tree, which being insufficient to contain all the nests, many, 
IIOOner than abandon the favorite situation, were placed on 
the ground. The decline in the amusement of hawking 
has now occasioned but little attention to the preservation 
of heronries, so that nine or ten of these nurseries are now 
nearly all that are known to exist, at present, in Great Bri
tain. Not to know a Hawk from a HeronslunD, (the former 
name for a Heron) was an old adage, which arose when the 
diversion of Heron-hawking was in high fashion; and it has 
since been corrupted into the absurd vulgar proverb, "not 
to know a hawk from a handsaw!" As the rooks are very 
tenacious of their eyries, and piratical to all their feathered 
neighbors, it might be expected that they would at times 
prove bad and encroaching neighbors to the quiet Herons, 
and I have been credibly informed by a friend·, that at Mr. 
Wilson's, at Dallam Tower, near Milthorp, in Westmorland, 
• battle took place betwi'tt the Rooks and Herons for the p0s

session of certain trees and old nests, which was continued 

.E 
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tor five days in succession, with various success, and 1088 of 
life on both sides, when, I believe, they at length came to 
the sage conclusion that their betters had at times acceded 
to, after an equally fruitless contest; namely, to leave things 
statu quo ante b"llum. 

The European Heron appears to give a preference to 
fresh-water fish, and for the purpose of taking his prey, 
gently wades into the water where they abound, and stand
ing on one leg up to the knee, with his head drawn in, re
clined upon his breast, he quietly watches the approach of 
his prey. It has been remarked by many, that the fish gen
erally swarm around them, so as to afford an ample supply 
without much exertion; and Bechstein remarks, after re
peated observations, that the source of this attraction to the 
Heron is merely the ex~rement of the bird, which the fish, 
according to experiment, devour with avidity. Their time 
of fishing, like that of our own species, is usually before or 
after sunset. Though there is no ground for believing that 
the Heron acquires a macilent constitution by privation, it is 
certain, that in Europe, from a scarcity of food, it becomes 
extremely lean. They are known frequently to feed by 
moonlight, at which time they become tolerably fat, being 
then unmolested, and it is observed that the fish at this time 
come into the shoaler waters. 

The Great Heron is about 4 feet 4 inches long; the alar extent 6 
feet. The forehead and middle of the crown white, pasaing over the 
eye; aide. of the crown and hindhead, bluish black and created, the 
2 long tapering black feathers being 6 inches long. Chin, cheeks, 
and side. of the head, white, for lleveral inches; throat white, thickly 
streaked with double rowa of black atripea; the reBt of the neck 
brownish ash, from the lower part of which proceed a great num
ber of long, narrow; pointed white feathers, that apread over the 
breast, and extend nearly to the thighs; under these long plumes, 
the breast and middle of the belly, are deep blackish slate, the latter 
streaked with white. Sidea blue ash; vent white. Thighs and 
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ridgH of the winga of a dark purpliah ra color. Whole upper 
parta of the wings, tail, and body, light ash; the latter ornamented 
with a. profusion of long, narrow, white, tapering feathers, origi
nating on the shoulders or upper part of the back, and falling grace
fully over the wings. Primaries very dark slate color. Naked thighs 
brownish yellow. ugs, brownish black, tinged with yellow, and 
netted with seams of whitish. Bill 8 inches long, and 1. in width; 
yellow, in some blackish, on the ridge; very sharp at the point and 
edges, and slightly serrated near the extremity. Space around the 
eye, from the nostril, of a. light purplish blue. Iris orange. 

GREAT WHITE HERON. 

(/1rdu. tg'fetl4, GlIIEL. WILBOIf, vii. p.l06, pI. 61, fig. 4. /1. allie, 
BOIfAP. IUC. LIIf. BOIfAP. Am.Orn. iv. p.97. /1.imu:e, TEll •• 

Phil. Museum, No. 3754. Young, 3755.) 

SP. CHAlUCT. - Without crest; snowy white; bill bright yellow; 
legs black, very long and stout, naked for four inehes above the 
tarsus. - Adult, the back furnished with long Bowing stout plumes, 
extending beyond the tail. - Young and moulting birds without the 
dorsa.l train. 

THIS tall and elegant Heron is, in America, chiefly con
fined to the warmer and more temperate regions. From 
Guiana, and even far beyond the equator in South Amer
ica,. it is seen to reside as far to the north as the state of New 
York. In the old continent, the very nearly allied A. alba 
is met with on the borders of the Caspian and Black seas, 
on the shores of the Irtish, and the lakes of Tartary, even as 
far as the 53d parallel; and a straggler is now and then 
met with in Great Britain. Towards the elose of February, 
our species is seen to arrive in Georgia from its warmer 
hybemal resorts. At all times it appears to have a predi-

• Aeeordln, In the Prinecl of MuelpaDo, lb .. specleo ia menlinDed by d' Az .... 
aDd he baa bImIeIr recelvl'd It frona Sculnam. 
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lection for swamps, rice fields, and the low marshy shores of 
rivers and lagoons, where from its size and color it becomes 
conspicuous at a distance, yet from its vigilance and timid
ity rarely allows of an approach within gun-shot. It)s 
known to breed in several of the great cedar swamps, in the 
lower maritime parts of New Jersey. Like mo t of their 
tribe, they associate in numbers at their eyries, and the 
structure and materials of the nest is entirely similar to 
those of the Snowy Heron. The eggs about 4, are of a 
pale blue color. In July and August, the young arc seen 
a~_""d..U!. the neighboring meadows and marshes, in flocks 
of twenty 0; thirty oge are particularly frequent 
in the large and deep tide ditches' in t 1 icinity of Phila
delphia. Their food, as usual, consists of fr small fish, 
lizards, mice, and moles, insects, small water sn' 
at times, the seeds of the pond lilies. 

This specics is 3 feet G inches from the tip of the bill to the ( end of 
the tail; and 5 feet in alar extent. The train, which extends 17 or 8 
inches beyond the tail, is composed of a great number of long, t 'uck, 
tapering shafts, arising from the lower part of the shoulders and 
thinly furnished on each side with fine flowing, hair-like th:c' ds, 
several inchcs in length, covering the lower part of the back a d 
falling gracefully over the tail, which it entirely conceals. 'T. 
whole plumage pure white, except the train, which is sliuht f 
tinged with yellow. The bill orange, tipt with black. Irids ;al 
The span of thc foot upwards of {j inches, with the inner edge of t 
middle claw pectinated. 
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PEALE'S EGRET HERON. 

(.IlrrUa P«Ilii, Bown. Am. Orn. iv. p. 96. p1.l!6. fig. 1.) 
SP. CR.lRAcT.-Crellted; anowy white; bill flelh colored, the point 

and lega, black; toes yellow beneath; tanua more than 5 
inca long.-.dAlt, with the crest and neck-fringe large, com
posed of compact and pointed feathers; the back provided with 
long, Itraight, filiform plumeB, extending beyond the tail.-The 
young Imaller, and destitute oftheae omamentB. 

THIS species, so nearly allied to the European Egret, was 
discovered in East Florida, by Mr. Titian Peale, and proba
bly inhabits still farther south, on the American continent. 

This speciea is about 26 inches long. The bill 5, fleBh color, for 
nearly three inches, from the baBe, then black to the point. The 
lora and naked partB of the face are of the same flesh-color,but paler. 
Plumage as in all the EgretB, snowy white. The crest large and 
dense. A bunch of these fine subulate feathers hanga down allO 
from the front part of the neck. The long flowing plumes of the 
back are filiform, rather than silky, being by no meana delicate, ex
tending much beyond the tail, with the rays of their barbs atraight 
and rather alifF, never curled, or divaricate, as in the .d. u.rulidiB
rima. Tarsus 6 inches long. 

SNOWY HERON. 

(J1.Tdeo. u.7&didi.Brima, GJlEL. WILSOI'. vii. p. 120. pI. 62. fig. 4. 
[adu1t.] Phil. Museum. No. 3785.) 

SP. CRARAcT.-Crested; snowy white; bill, and lega black; toes 
yellow; tarsus less than 4 inches 10ng.-.8dvlt with a large crest 
and neck-fringe, of loose flowing feathers; the back ornamented 
with long, Bilky, recurved plumes, acarcely extending beyond the 
tail. The young, but slightly crested, dealitute of the dorsal 
trainj and, with the lega yellowish green, stained with black. 

THIS elegant Heron, so nearly related to the little Egret 
of Europe, inhabits the marshes and swamps of the sea-

5 
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coast, nearly from the Isthmus of Darien to the estuary of 
the St. Lawrence, generally omittiltg, however, the maritime 
range of the cenu:al parts of New England. - It arrives in 
the United States from :t~e south early in April, and parties, 
passing inland, at length proceed .up the va1ley of the Mis
sissippi, IlIld_ even aseendtbe, bor.ders of the Arkansa, thus 
pursuing an extensive inlan~ route to their final destination 
in the wilds of Canada. After raising their brood, they de
part from the middle states, towards their hybernal destina
tion in the south, in the course of the month of October. 

Like most of the summer visitersofthis family, the Snowy 
Heron confines its residence to the salt marshes, where its 
brilliant whiteness renders it a conspicuous object at a dis
tance. Its food, as usual, consists of sma1l crabs, worms, 
snails, frogs, and lizards, to which fare it also adds at times 
the seeds of the pond lilies and other aquatic plants. About 
the middle of May they commence to breed, and Wilson 
describes one of these heronries situated in a sequestered 
clump of red cedars, at Summer's Beach, on the coast of 
Cape May. The spot chosen, with the usual sagacity of 
the tribe, was separated on the land side by a fresh water 
pond, and sheltered from the view of the Atlantic by ranges 
of sand hills. The cedars, though low, were so densely 
crowded together as scarcely to permit a passage through 
them. Some of the trees contained three or four nests in 
each, constructed wholly of sticks. The eggs, about 3 
in number, were of a pale greenish blue color, and measured 
one inch and three quarters in length. On approaching the 
premises, the birds silently rose in great numbers, and alight
ing on the tops of the neighboring trees, they appeared to 
watch the result of the intruding visit in silent anxiety • 

• I bue seen a speeiman of an Individual wblcb came on board a v_sel neady 
of!' Xnnlucket. probably migrating directly to tbelOutll, outside the land. Though 
extremely leaD and emaciated, it relIIIed all food. 
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Assembled with them were numbers of the Night Herons, 
and two or three of the purple-headed species. Great quan
tities of egg-shells lay lICattered under the trees, occasioned 
by the depredations of the crows, who were hovering in the 
vicinity. Wherever they happen to wander through the 
marshes, or along the borders of the rivers and inlets, they 
regularly return in the evening to their favorite roost in the 
cedars of the beach. 

The young, of both this and the preceding species, are 
generally fat, and esteemed by IIOme as palatable food. 

The length of the Snowy Heron is about 2 feet 1 inch; the alar 
extent 3 feet 2 inches. The bill is black, and 4 and a quarter inches 
long. The space from the nostril to the eye bright yellow. Iris 
orange. The head i8 largely crested with loose unwebbed feathers, 
nearly" inches in length i another tuft of the same covers the breast. 
Shafts of the great donal train feathers 6 or 7 inches long, very 
elastic, tapering to the e%tremities, and thinly set with long, slender 
bending threads or fibres easily agitated by the slightest motion of 
the air; these 8hafts curl upwards at the ends. Legs black; feet 
yellow, claws black, the middle one pectinatei. 

LOUISIANA HERON. 

(./lrd.es. l~, WIL80lf, (not of LATKAK,) viii. p. 13. pI. 64. 
fig. 1. [adult.] Phil. M\lIeum, No. 3750.) 

Sr. CKAIlACT.-Creeted; slate-colored; back, rump, and beneath, 
white; neck feathers purplish; a donal train of long capillary, 
purplish plumes.- Youwg without the ornamental feathers. 

THIS rare species of Heron is confined to the warmer 
parts of the Union, from whence it migrates, at the approach 
of winter, probably to the tropical parts of America. It is 
occasionally found in the river marshes of South Carolina, 
and is not unfrequeDt along the inundated borders of the 
Mississippi, below New Orleans, where it is said to breed, 
constructing its nest in trees. Its habits agree very nearly 

~'tize~bY Google 



WADING BIRDS. 

with those of the Blue Heron. It is very quick in its move
ments, and alert in the capture of its prey, which coosistl 
of fish, frogs, lizards, and various aquatic iDSeCts. 

Length of the species &om the bill to the end of the tail about 2S 
inches. Bill 5 inches long, very sharp, yellowish.green at bue, and 
black towards the point. Irids yellow. Chin and throat white, dotted 
with brown and BOme greyish blue. The neck light vinoUII purple. 
Crest formed of a number of long narrow purple feathers, beneath 
which arise 7 01' 8 very long white and pendent ones. Upper part of 
the back and wings light slate color; lower part of the back and rump 
beneath the dorsal train white. The train of a soiled purplish bro'WD 
at the base, becoming cream color towards the extremities. Tail 
alate colored, even; legs, and naked thighs greenish yellow; the 
middle claw pectinated i below pure white. 

Subgenus. BOTAURUS. (Bonap.) 

IN these Herons the BILL is scarcely longer than the head, much 
compresaed and higher than broad; the upper mandible is likewi&e 
sensibly curved. Legs comparatively short; a small naked space 
above the tibilll. ,The lUck rather short, and densely covered with 
long loose feathers, capable of voluntary erection. - Chiefly noc
turnal. Living as usual with the preceding in retired marshes and 
dark IIW8DlpB i feeding more on reptiles and iDaects than on fish. 

t.u.vzt, ~ 1M mtptial~_, tOit1a II /WJ, ltmg, cm4 urrotI11 

tapering occipitlll/etlJJuT8. 

WHITE CROWNED HERON. 

(.8rdea f1iol.tt.aa, LIN. WILSON, viii. p.26. pl. 65. fig. I. [adult.] Phil. 
Museum, 3738.) 

SP. CSARAcT.-Crested; ash color, paler below; upperparts streak
ed with black; dorsal train of long, loosely webbed tapering 
teathera; the croWD and spot OD each cheek, white; two occipital 
t'eatherI. 

THIS species, erroneously caUed the Yellow Crowaecl 
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Heron, by Catesby, inhabits the maritime parts of South 
Carolina, Georgia and Loui iana, during the summer season. 
Individuals are also seen as far north as Virginia, and even 
occasionally in the vicinity of Philadelphia. They are also 
resident in the Bahama I lands, where they breed, in great 
numbers, and the young are sought after as a delicate kind 
of game. In the United States, the species is not numerous; 
and after the manner of the Night Heron, they repose during 
the day in low swampy woods, and sally out to feed only at 
twilight. They breed in companies, making their nests of 
sticks, in the branches of low trees, and lay four pale blue 
eggs. Their food, as usual, consi ts of fi h fry, lizards and 
crabs, of which last they are very fond and make great 
destruction. 

This species is about 22 inches in length; alar extent 34. Bill 
black, about 4 inches long. Lores pale green. Irids orange rt'd. 
Head, and part of the neck black, marked on each cheek with an 
oblong spot of white. Crested crown and upper part of the head 
white; the 2 long occipital feathers white, bene .. th these lore a few 
othen of a blackish color. Upper parts a dark ash, each feather 
centred with black and edged with wrute. Primaries dusky, edged 
with white. Long donal train feathen ash, streaked broadly down 
the centre with black, extending 4 or more inehel beyond the wingl. 
Legs and feet yellow; middle claw pectinated. 
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QUA BIRD, OR AMERICAN NIGHT HERON. 

(Ard~ "discms, A . nycticm4X, W1LSOIf, vii . p. 101. pI. 61. fig. 2. 
[adult,] and fig. 3. [young.] Phil. Museum, No. 3728. and young, 
3729.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Whitish; crown greenillh black; uppt'r part of the 
back with a faint tinge of dusky green ; the 3 occipital feathers 
pure white. Length of the bird 28 inches. - Autumnal bird with
out the occipital feathers-The Young, as soon as feathered, 
brown, streaked with rufous white, beneath dark grey with whitish 
Stript'8; wing and tail feathers dark grey, the former with a spot 
of white at the tips; no occipital feathers. 

THE Great Night Heron of America, extends its migra
tions probably to the northern and eastern extremities of the 
United States, but is wholly unknown in the high boreal 
regions of the continent. In the winter it proceeds as far 
south as the tropics, having been seen in the marshes of 
Cayenne, and their breeding stations are known to extend 
from New Orleans to Massachusetts. They arrive in Penn-
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sylvania early in the month of April, and soon take poaaea
sion of their ancient nurseries, which are l18ually, (in the 
middle and southern states,) the most solitary and deeply 
shaded part of a cedar swamp, or some inundated and almost 
inaccessible grove of swamp oaks. In these places, or some 
contiguous part of the forest, near a pond or stream, the 
timorous and watchful flock pass away the day, until the 
commencement of twilight, when the calls of hunger, and 
the coolness of evening arouse the dosing throng into life 
and activity. At this time, high in the air, the parent birds 
are seen sallying forth towards the neighboring marshes and 
strand of the sea, in quest of food, for themselves and their 
young; as they thus proceed in a marshalled rank, at intervals 
they utter a sort of recognition call, like the guttural sounlJ. 
of the syllable 'Inca", uttered in so hollow and sepulchral a 
tone, as almost to resemble the retchings of a vomiting 
person. These venerable eyries of the Kwah Birds, have 
been occupied from the remotest period of time, by about 
eighty to a hundred pairs. When their ancient trees were 
levelled by the axe, they have been known to remove merely 
to some other quarter of the same swamp, and it is only 
when they have been long teased and plundered that they 
are ever known to abandon their ancient stations. Their 
greatest natural enemy is the Crow, and according to the 
relation of Wilson, one of these heronries, near Thompson's 
Point, on the banks of the Delaware, was at length entirely 
abandoned, through the persecution of these sable enemies. . 
Several breeding haunts of the K wah Birds occur among the 
red cedar groves, on the sea beach of Cape May; in these 
places they also admit the association of the Little Egret, 
the Green Bittern, and the Blue Heron. In a very secluded 
and marshy island, in Fresh Pond, near Boston, there like
wise exists one of these ancient heronries; and though the 
birds have been frequently robbed of their eggs, in great 
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numbers, by mischievous boys, they still lay again imme
diately after, and usually succeed in raising a sufficient 
brood. The nests, always in trees, are composed of twigs, 
slightly interlaced, more shallow and slovenly than those of 
the. Crow, and though often one, sometimes as many as two 
or three nests are built in the same tree. The eggs about 
4, are as large as those of the common hen, and of a 
pale greenish blue color. The marsh is usually whitened 
by the excrements of these birds; and the fragments of 
broken egg shells, old nests, and small fish, which they have 
dropped while feeding their young, give a characteristic 
picture of the slovenly, indolent, and voracious character of 
the occupants of these eyries. 

On entering these dark and secluded retreats of the Night. 
Heron, the ear is assailed by the confused and choking noise 
uttered by the old and young, .which, however, instantly 
ceases the· moment the intruder is observed, and the whole 
throng, lately so clamorous, rise into the air in silence, and 
fiy to the tops of the trees in some other part of the wood, 
while parties of the old birds, of from eight to ten, make 
occasional reconnoitering circuits over tlJe spot, as if to 
observe, what may be going on in tlJeir surprised domicil. 

However deficient tlJese nocturnal birds may be in vision 
by day, their faculty of hearing is so acute, that it is almost 
impossible, with every precaution, to penetrate near their 
residence without being discovered. As soon as the young 
are able, and long before they are capable of fiying, they 
climb to the highest part of the trees near their nests, as if 
to solicit the attention and watch the return and protection 
of their officious parents; and yet, witIJ every precaution, 
the young fall victims to the prowling hawks, who hovering 
round, make an occasional sweep among their timorous ranks. 

About the middle of October, the Qua Birds begin to 
retire from tlJis part of Massachusetts, towards their soutlJem 
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winter quarters, though a few of the young birds still linger 
occasionally to the 29th or 30th of that month. The food 
of this species consists chiefly of small fish, which it coUects 
in the twilight, or towards night, and in the wide gullet, 
which commenoos at the immediate base of the bill, they 
probably collect a supply for the use of their young. 

In the month of October, I obtained two specimens of the 
young Night Heron, in their second plumage; these were so 
extremely fat, that the stomach was quite bUIied in cakes ofit 
like tallow. Their food had been UlI1a latissima, small fish, 
grasshoppers, and a few coleopterous insects; so that at this 
cool season of the year, these birds had ventured out to 
hunt their fare through the marsh by day, as well as evening. 
In the stomach of one of these birds, towards its upper ori
fioo, were parasitic worms, like tEnia. About the time of 
their departure, the young, in their plumbeous dress, ass0-

ciate together early in the morning, and proceed in flocks, 
either wholly by themselves, or merely conducted by on"e 
or two old bi~ds in a company. 

The American Night Heron is 28 inches or upwards in length; and 
the alar extent is 4 feet. Bill black, 4. inches from the rictus. Loree 
pale greenish-yellow; (bluish white, WilIHm.) Eyelids large and bare, 
of a deep purplish blue. Iris blood red. Crested crown and hind
head, deep dark blue, with a green reflection. Front and line over 
the eye, white. Occipital feathers 3, sometimes 4, pure white, and 
between 8 and 9 inches long ; these are so cloeely incumbent, as when 
at rest, to appear only like a Bingle feather. Lower parts white, 
lltained with yellowish cream color. Back and scapulars tinged with 
a ,hade of the dark green of the head. Rump, tail-covertB, winge 
and tail, pale ash. Lege yellowish-green, (yellow cream color, Wil
son.) Inside of the middle claw serrated.-The young bird measure. 
about 21 inches in length, and is above of a deep brown, streaked 
with rufous white, the spoll of white on the back and winge are 
triangular. QnillB dusky, marked on their tiP' with a lpot of white. 
Belly with the feathere pale dusky, etreaked down their centre. with 
white. IriB, orange. Lege and feet,light green. In the progruri'H 
eAtmge which the young undergo before their departure, BOme are, 

Digitized by Google 



WADING BIRDS. 

at length, seen dusky above, with a pale, rufous white stripe in the 
centre of each feather. The wings and tail put on the bluish-grey 
tint of the adult, and the coverts are all tipt with a pencil shaped spot 
of white. Below also thc plumage becomes a shade paler. The iris is 
orange, and the pupil very large. These were killed in October. 

I have ventured to consider the K wa Bird as a di1Ferent specie. 
from the Night Heron of Europe, principally from the striking dis
parity in the size of the adult. I have not at this time, had the means 
of making an accurate comparison, though I have seen the European 
Night Heron living, in the aviary of Lord Stanley, but believe, from 
the geographical range of the species in both continents, they must 
be distinct, as neither migrate Into the high boreal regions. The 
transatlantic species, is said to inhabit the borders of the Don, where 
it builds in trees, and is also met with at Astrachan, in summer. In 
a forest, now demolished, at Sevenhuys, near Leyden, many formerly 
bred, in company with the Spoonbills, and other birds of like habits. 
They arrive in Silesia in the autumn, and migrate with the Storks in 
the spring, they are inhabitants of the borders of lakes in Tuscany; 
are fOllDd at Aleppo, and there are figures of the ppecies in Chinese 
dmwings. I am happy also to find, that my friend Mr. Audubon, 
agrees with me in the opinion of the distinction of the American 
species from that of Europe. 

BLUE HERON. 

(bdeo. carulea, LIIf. WILSON, vii. p. 117. pl. 62. fig. 3. [adult.] 
.11. ca:ruiucens, TURTOII. .11. CYO:1I0PUS, LATRAII, GMEL. [the 
young.] Phil. Museum, No. 3782.) 

Sr. CRABACT. - Crested; bluish-slate; feathers of the back and 
breast, slender and elongated; head and neck purplish-brown; 3 
occipital feathers. The young without the crest, and with the 
head and neck of the same color with the body. 

THE Blue Heron may be considered almost a restricted 
native of the warmer climates of the United States, from 
whence it migrates at the approach of winter, into the tropi
cal parts of the continent, being found in Cayenne, Mexico, 
and the island of Jamaica. The muddy shores of the Mis
sissippi, from Natchez downwards, are their favorite resort. 
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In the course of' the spring, however, they migrate, ocea
sionally to the confines of' New England, restrieting their 
visits, like many other of' the tender speeies, to the confines 
of the ocean, and its adjoining marshes, where their proper 
f'ood, of reptiles, worms, and insect larvlll abound. They 
also often visit the fresh water bogs, in the vicinity of their 
eyries; and move about actively, sometimes making a run 
at their prey. Like the Snowy Heron, with which it som&
times associates, it is also, when the occasion requires, very 
silent, intent and watchful. These nocturnal and indolent 
birds, appear tacitly to associate and breed often in the 
same swamps, leading towards each other, no doubt, a very 
harmless and independent life. Patient and timorous, though 
voracious in their appetites, their defence consists in seclu
sion, and with an appropriate instinct, they seek out the 
wildest and most insulated retreats in nature. The undrain
able morass grown up with a gigantic and gloomy forest, im
perviously filled with tangled shrubs and rank herbage, 
abounding with disgusting reptiles, sheltering wild beasts, 
and denying a foot hold to the hunter, are among the chosen 
resorts of the sagacious Herons, whose uncouth manners, 
raucous voice, rank flesh, and gluttonous appetite, allow 
them to pass quietly through the world, as objects at once 
contemptible and useless; yet the part which they perform 
in the scale of existence, in the destruction they make 
amongst reptiles and insects, affords no inconsiderable 
benefit to man. 

A f'ew of the Blue Herons, f'or common safety, breed 
among the Night Herons, the Snowy species, and the Green 
Bittern, among the cedars, (or Virginian Junipers,) on the 
sea beach of Cape May. Their nests, placed in the tops 
of' the trees, were composed of' small twigs, and contained 
mostly 5 eggs of' a light blue color, but of a somewhat deeper 
tint than those of' the Night Heron. 
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This species is about 23 inches in length, and 3 feet in alar enent. 
Bill, black; lores, light purplish-blue; iris, grey; head and neck of 
a deep purplish brown. Long occipital feathers, dark brown, and 
not very distinct or separate from the rest. General plumage, of a 
deep slate color. The back covered with long, flat and narrow 
feathers, some of them near 10 inches long, and extending 4 incM. 
beyond the tail; the breast al80 ornamented with similar feathem. 
Legs blackish green. 

t t No Wng oeeipitalJeatlrm8 in tMJolI.tnDiftg apM:iu. 

AMERICAN BITTERN. 

(brIm, ~,Moll'TAGUE, Supp!. Om. Diet. (ann. 1S13.) .11. 
mi",", W1L801f, viii. p. 35. pl. 65. fig. 3. (ann.lSI4.) Phil. Museum, 
No. 3727.) 

Sr. CUARACT. - Yellowiah ferruginous, mottled and sprinkled with 
deep brown; throat white, streaked with brownish; the crown, a 
wide space on each side the neck, and primaries plain black.
Young, with similar colors, but leaa decided. 

THE Bittern of America, though no where numerous 
from its retiring habits, is found in almost every part of the 
continent, where there exist extensive marshes, either mari
time or inland, up to the 58th parallel of northern latitude.· 
where they are frequent, in the morasses and willow thickets 
of the interior, throughout the fur countries. From the in
clement regions they retire in the winter, while in other 
parts they are permanently resident. They are said to revisit 
Severn river, at Hudson's Bay, about the beginning of June, 
where they make their nests in the swamps among the sedge, 
and lay 4 cinereous green eggs. They breed also in several 
parts of the state of Massachusetts, young birds being met 
with in the marshes of Fresh Pond, and other places in the 
vicinity of Boston, about the middle of summer. 

• Rlclumllou'. Nortb. Zool. II. p.374. 

Digitized by Google 



.uaUCAN BITTBIlN. 61 

- During the day, the Night Hen, as it is here called, re
mains hid in the reeds and sedge, and rarely comes out till 
the approach of night. When disturbed in its retreat, it 
flies off with a hollow 'kwa, or kotek, kotek, and sometimeIJ 
gives a loud squeak of alarm; at this time, as it flies heavily, 
and at no great height, it is easily shot down; they are alllO 
sometimes obtained by laying wait for them as they sally 
out in the evening, towards the salt marshes, in a pill'
ticular direction, in quest of their usual supply of food. 

In the breeding season, and throughout a great part of 
the summer, we often hear the loud booming note of this 
bird from the marshes of Fresh Pond, morning and evening, 
and sometimes even during the day. Instead of the bUmp, 
or biiomp, however, of the true Bittern, their call is something 
like the uncouth syllables of 'pump-aii.-gah, but uttered in 
the same low, bellowing tone. 

The cry of the European Bittern, so similar to that of 
our own species, is thus elegantly described by Gold
smith, in his Animated Nature. " Those who have walked 
in a summer's evening by the sedgy sides of unfrequented 
rivers, must remember a variety of notes from different 
water fowl; the loud scream of the wild goose, the croak
ing of the mallard, the whining of the lapwing, and the 
tremulous neighing of the jack-snipe. But of all these 
sounds, there is none so dismally hollow as the booming of 
the Bittern. It is impossible for words to give those who 
have not heard this evening call, an adequate idea of its 
solemnity. It}s like the interrupted bellowing of a bull, 
but hollower and louder, and is heard at a mile's distance, 
as if issuing from some formidable being that resided at the 
bottom of the waters. This is the Bittern, whoee wind
pipe is fitted to produce the lIOund for which it is remarka
ble j the lower part of it, dividing into the lungs, being 
auppIied with a thin loose membrane, that can be filled with 
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a large body of air, and exploded at pleasure. These bel
Iowings are chiefly heard from the beginning of spring to 
the end of "autumn; and are the usual ealls during the pai~ 
ing season." 

The American bird, no less than the true Bittern, is eon
sidered by many as exeellent food. 

Total length of the American Bittern 31 inches, (only fl'I acc0rd
ing to Wilson.) Bill straight, tapering, acute, and finely aenated 
towa.rda the point, dark brown, on the aides and beneath, yellow. 
The crown d11Bky reddish-brown. Neck pale yeUowish-brown; mi
nutely dotted with bla.ckish-brown; a broad bla.ckiah stripe on the 
side of the neck, from behind the ears. Dorsal plumage, dark umber 
brown, barred and spotted with chestnut and yellowish-brown; long 
feathers on the shoulders broadly edged with brownish yellow. 
Spurious wing, primaries, their coverts, and the bases of the secon
daries, greyish-black; their tips, le_r quills, and tail brownieh
or&ngC, dotted with black. ChiD and part of the throat whitish; 
reBt of the under plumage, ochre-yellow, unspotted on the vent, 
under tail coverts, and insides of the thighs; marked, however, on 
the neck, breast and belly with central stripes of mottled clove
brown; flanks dusky, with light irregular bars. Legs greenish-yellow. 
2d and 3d quills the longest. Tail rounded, of 10 feathers. Middle 
claw pectinated. 
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GREEN HERON. 

(Ilrdu.lIiruuu, LII" WILIOIf, vii. p. ffI. pl. 61. fig. 1. Phil. Mu
IleUJD, No. 3797.) 

Sr. CB.UUCT. - Created; dark glOl8y green; neck and breut duk 
"inaceoua red; a liBe ftoom the chin down the throat, white, with 
dusky mew.-lJdadt having the back ornamented with long 
tapering feathers. - 'fhe youg m.uch Ie. brilliant, and deltitute 
of the donal train. 

TUE Green Bittern, known in many parts mueh better 
by a contemptible and disgusting name, is the most eommon 
and familiar speoies of the genus in the United States. 
Early in April, or as soon as the marshes are 80 far thawed 
II to aft'ord them the means of subsistence, they arrive in 
PelUl8ylvania, and soon after are eeen in New England, but 
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are unknown in the remote and colder parts of Canada. 
Many winter in the swamps of the Southern States, though 
others retire in all probability to the warmer regions of the 
continent, as they are observed at that season in the large 
islands of Hayti and Jamaica. 

In common with other species, whose habits are princi
pally nocturnal, the Green Bittern seeks out the gloomy 
retreat of the woody swamp, the undrainable bog, and the 
sedgy marsh. He is also a common hermit, on the inun
dated, dark willow and alder shaded banks of sluggfsh 
streams, and brushy ponds, where he not only often asso
ciates with the kindred K wa Birds and Great Herons, but 
frequently with the more petulant berd of chattering Black
birds. When surprised or alarmed, he rises in a hurried 
manner, uttering a hollow guttural scream, and a 'k'w, 'k'w, 
'k'w, but does not fly far, being very sedentary, and soon 
alighting on some stump or tree, looks round with an out
stretched neck, and balancing himself for further retreat, 
frequently jets his tail. He sometimes flies high, with his 
neck reclining, and his legs extended, flapping his wings, 
and proceeding with considerabte expedition. He is also 
the least shy, of all our species, as well as the most numer,,: 
otis and widely dispersed, being seen far inland, even on 
the banks of the Missouri, nearly to the river Platte, and; 
frequent near all the maritime marshes, and near ponds, and 
streams in general. He is also particularly attracted by 
artificial ponds for fish, not refraining even to visit gardeius 
and domestic premises, which any prospect of fare may offer. 
He is, at the same time, perhaps as much in quest of the 
natural enemy of the fish, the frog, as of the legitimate' 
tenants of the pond. These bold and intrusive viSits are
commonly made early in the morning, or towards twilight, 
and he not unfrequently, when pressed by bunger, or alief' 
ill success, turns out to bunt bis fare by day, as well as,dusk,. 
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and, at such times, eolleets varioOB larve, particularly thOll8 
flf the dragon fly, with grasshoppers, and dift"erent kinds of 
insects. At other times he preys upon 8Dlall fish, cr!Lbs and 
frogs, for which he often lies patiently in wait till they 
reappear from their hiding places in the water or mud, and 
m being transfixed and caught, which is eft"ected with great 
dexterity, they are commonly beaten to death, if large, and 
afterwards swallowed at leisure. 

The Small Bittern, in the Middle States, usually begins 
to ~uild about the 15th of April, sometimes in solitary pairs, 
in dark and swampy woods, at other times in companies, 
and, as already remarked, by a similarity of taste and habit, 
they frequently join the heronries of the larger species, as 
a sort of humble dependants, and watchful defenders of 
the general eyry. The nest is fixed in the branches of 
trees, occasionally concealed also in the summit of a hollow 
trunk, made wholly of twigs, lined only with finer ones, and 
is of considerable size, but slovenly put together. The 
eggs are 4, oblong, and of a pale blue color. The young, 
as usual, slowly acquire the full use of their limbs, and re
main patiently in the nest until able to fly. Late in the 
autumn, they begin to retire from the colder parts of the 
Union, seceding gradually, and proceeding usually by single 
families together. 

Thill species is about 18 inches long; and 25 in alar eztent. Bill 
black, nearly straight, lighter below, and yellow at the base. Donal 
train hoary green, shafted with white on a dark green ground. 
Wings arld tail, dark glOBBY green, tipt and bordered with yellowiBh
white. Legs and feet yellow, tinged with green. Bellyashy.brown. 
ere,ted bead, dark gIOBBy green. bids orange. 
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Subgenus.-ARDEou. (Bonap.) 

lit theae, the 8IIlaileBt birde of the family;the JegB ere compara. 
tiTely ahort, the thighs feathered to the kneea, and the membraDe 
uniting the toea merely ru!iiment&l. The Bexel IOmewhat di1ferent. 
The plumage of the ytnlf&({ distinct from both. Their habita, like 
the Bitterns, are chielly nocturnal. They nest and dwell in marshy 
grounds, and hiding, and running out far in their coverts rather than 
take to wing, they are but aeldom Been abroad; food u uaual. 

LEAST BITTERN. 

(.4rtlMeziliB, G.n. WILIIGIf, viii. p. 37. pl. 65. fig. 4. Phil. Muse
DIll, No. 3814.) 

Sr. CR.UtA.CT. - Chestnut, beneath whitish; neck above rufOWl; 

Bides cream-colored; crown, primariea, tail, and tuft each side of 
\he breast, duaky. Length about 12 inches. 

THIS smallest of the Bitterns, and closely related to the 
diminutive species of Europe ( Ardea min.ta,) inhabits the 
United States in summer, probably to the extremity of the 
state of New Hampshire, but are in every place of rare occur
rence, from their habit of selecting the remotest parts of 
extensive marshes, from whence they seldom ever issue, till 
the period of migration, which is no doubt nocturnal, in 
accordance with their usual habits. They are seen in Ja
maica, also, and several other of the West India islands, but 
whether the birds of the United States extend their migra
tions within the tropics, is as yet unknown, though not im
probable, as they pass on to the north to breed in the spring, 
18 soon as the marshes are sufficiently thawed for their re
ception. They are rarely ever seen in salt meadows, and 
live principally upon the small fish of fresh waters, or inlets, 
and upon aquatic insects. Towards autumn, they are oeea-
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sionally started in the interior of the great marshes of Fresh 
Pond, near Boston, where they probably breed, in the sedgy 
tussocks; though we have occasionally seen one or two in 
the society of the Kwa Birds, in the dark woody swamp of 
their breeding place. We are not conscious that they ever 
utter any very audible note, at least, they are perfectly silent 
when surprised in their retreat. The eggs of the European 
species are described as being white. Aeeording to Wilsoo, 
a few of these birds also breed io the low marshy meadows 
below Philadelphia. 

The Least Bittern ill about 12 inches in length, and 16 in alar ex
tent. Bill, nearly IItrai.ght, yellow, ridged with black, 2i incheB 
long. Lores, pale yenow. Irid., bright yenow. Created head, back, 
acapulars and tail, deep dusky, reflecting Blight tint. of green. Throat 
white, tinged in placeB with bull'. Hind part of the neck dark cheat
Dut bay. Sides of the neck,cheeka, and line over the eye, brow. 
buft". Greater wing-coverta cheatnut, with a apot of the IllUDe at 
the bend of the wing. Primariea, duky. Breut white, with an 
ochreoua tint, beneath which are a number of blackiah feathen. 
Belly and vent white. Lega greeniah on the BhinB, the hind part and 
feet yellow; thigha aImOBt wholly feathered; middle claw pectin
aled; feet large. Sexes nearly alike in plumage. The 1JO"f'I are 
brown on the crown and back. 

ARAMUS. (Vieillot, Temm: BcOLOPAX, Li7&.) 

WITH the BILL much longer than the head, cleft. beneath the eyea, 
straight, compreued and BOmewhat curved at tip; upper mandible 
alightly furrowed; the lower turgid towarda the middle, acute, and 
angular beneath. NOBTlUL8 wide, linear, pervioua, lrituated aboTe 
the hue of the bill. Head wholly feathered; the lores naked. Fut 
long, the naked apace above the tarsus extensive; toea entirely divid
ed; hind toe half the length of the inner, bearing on the ground 
with aeveral joint.; DailB 10Dg and Blender, the poaterior 10Dg88&. 
Fmg8 moderate, the fint primary rather aIIort and curved; the 311 
longe.t. Tail .hort, of 12 feathen. 
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Sexes nearly limiJar in p11Ullaf1!, and IIO&rCely di8tingailhable ti'om 
the young. The moult annual. 

'I'heae are shy and solitary birds, dwelling in arid and desert plaina, 
where they uaualiy lie concealed, but fly rapidly to a great elel'ation 
lUI BOOn as they are aware of being dillCovered. They alight on trees, 
and walk with agility, keeping the tail in motion when alarmed. 
They neBt in the grass, have a loud and shrill voice, and subsist prin
cipally upon tioga and insects. The genus, consisting of hut one 
well known species, is peculiar to the warmer parts of America, and 
is almost intermediate in its habits and structure with ArdfJIJ. and 
Nummiu, (the Herons and Curlews.) It is also nearly allied to the 
Rails, with which indeed some have arranged it. 

SCOLOPACEOUS COURLAN. 

(ArtafAtU/~, VU:ILL. BOllAP. Am. Om. iv. p. 111. pl. 26. 
fig. 2. Arw «oltrpGu4, GMZL. LATH. Om. ii. p. 701. sp. 89.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Brown, gl~d with green; feathers longitudinally 
marked with white in the middle; rump, primaries, and tail 
feathers, without spots. 

THIS singular bird principally inhabits Cayenne, Brazil 
and Paraguay, where it is rather common; it is numerou 
in the island of Cuba, and other warm parts of America. 
In the United States, Florida appears to be its most natural 
residence, and a few instances have occurred of its visiting 
the Middle States. The Courlan leads a solitary life, or ooly 
associates by pairs. By night as well as day they are heard 
crying out in a loud and son orous voice earn! and are 
well entitled to the name of the supposed • erying-bird' of 
Bartram. Mollusca, frogs, and other aquatic animals are its 
ordinary food. It is very shy, carefully hiding itself, but 
when aware of being discovered, it starts rapidly to a great 
elevation, and its Hight is long continued. They also walk 
with great agility, but never willingly wade into the water; 
they alight on the summits of trees, and build in the gr&88, 
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near stagnant water, concealing their nest with much art: 
the eggs are but two. The young follow their parents 800n 
after they are hatched, and are covered with blackish down. 
The Courlan inhabits the low shores and swamps of the 
nvers and lakes in Florida, and perhaps Georgia. Like the 
Rail, it runs swiftly through the grass, compressing its narrow 
body so as to pass through a small hole, and is very difficult 
to catch when wounded. 

The Courlan is about 2 feet long; and 3 feet 8 inches in alar ex
tent. The bill 4t inches in length,yellow at base, and bluish·black 
at tip. Iris, brown. Legs pale lead color; tarsus 4l inches long. The 
body is compresscd, but Beshy; the neck cylindrical and slender; 
the face and lora entirely feathered. The general color of the bird 
is a deep chocolate brown, or sooty hue; the feathers are however, 
paler on their margins, and there is on each, about the middle, a 
broad lanceolate white spot, most conspicuous on the wing coverts. 
Rump, upper and lower tail coverts, outer large wing coverts, vent, 
all the quills and tail feathers are unspotted, and of a bright choco
late brown, with a greenish gloss, but darker and with purplish re
flections on the quills and tail. Throat entirely whitish. 

FLAMINGO. (PH<ENICOPTERUS.· Lin.) 

b the birds of this genull, the BILL is large, higher than wide, 
light and hollow, naked at its base, the upper mandible suddenly bent 
downward in the middle, and curved over the lower towards the 
point; thl! lower mandible wider than the upper, the margins of 
both finely toothed. NOSTRILS longitudinal, narrow, pervious, situated 
about the middle of the bill, and covered above by an extensible 
membrane. TlIRIf'" very thick and fteshy, roughened with papilllll. 
FHt, legs very long, 3 toes before, the hinder one very short, being 
articulated very high upon the tarsus; feet almost entirely webbed, 

• Aa lUlCient Greek name. compounded of "'lVlf, the PA.nicia. or purple dye, 
and rtTCpor, a "'"" I and beaee the l'vrtugueae name or Fla ...... and &be J'rencb 
Fla._lit, all a11lldln, to 1110 brIIllan& bllO of the blr4. ' 
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the web indented; ttaiU short and Sat. Wifl6' moderate in dimen.' 
1i0DS, the let and 2d primaries nearly equallllld longest. Tail short, 
0( 16 feathers. 

The neck is exceedingly long, and very slender; the female BJDaller 
IIIld somewhat paler than the male. The young dift"er greatly from 
the adult, and change their plumage repeatedly. The moult is 
lIIlDual; colors red, at first white, and roee color. 

The Flamingos, inhabiting solitary sea couts in all the warmer 
parts of the world, &8BOCiate and migrate in large Socks, fol'lDiDg 
themselves into an angular phalanx like the Wild Geese. Thl!J 
feed upon molluscoUB animals, spawn, and insects, which they ant 
in the habit of fishing up by means of their long necks, turning their 
bill upside down, to take advantage of its peculiar, and othem. 
awkward form; they even assist themselves often in walking, by 
placing the Sat part of their upper mandible upon the ground in the 
manner of a support. They are extremely shy, and watchful; estab
lishing sentinels to give warning of danger, by a loud trumpet-like 
call. They breed also in societies in inundated marshes; during the 
progress of incubation, raising the nest to the height of the body, by 
colleeting the mud into a hillock with their feet, where they brood 
and hatch often standing in the water. The eggs are 2 or 3, white, 
and of an elongated form. The young run as BOOn as hatched. They 
Bleep .tanding upon one leg, with the neck folded back upon the 
body, and the head reclined under the wing. They run swiftly, but 
never swim from choice. Their scent and hearing are also very 
IICllte. The genus consists of .. species, one of which inhabits Eu
rope, and another, so Bimilar as to be mistaken for the lI&Dle, is pe
culiar to the wanner·parts of the present continent. 
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AMERICAN, OK RED FLAMINGO. 

(PJumicopttnurvber, Llif. WJLlOIf, viii. p. 45. pl.66. fig. 4 . [adult,] 
and BoICAP. Am. Om. iii. [yoUDg.] Phil. Museum, No. 3545, 
[young of the year,] No. 3646, [of the 2il year.]) 

Sr. CUARACT.-Red, quill. b1ack.- Ycnmg, grayish-white.-

THE Flamingo of America is found chiefly in the tropieal 
regions, from whence it appears to emigrate in summer, on 
either side the equator; in the southern hemisphere, visiting 

• TIle tnnlDtllUlUc .pecIee II CJnI8 dlldnl1lllbed by TemmlllCk. 

Pa-iupe_ 4"'~. llGeeolor I WiD" red ; quUle, black ..... raa,wbllllll, 
wIUI 'lronlly marked Iobc browDiab blOCdMI. 1A P .... opu..t, Buno", 
Pl. Enlom, 63, [ndulL] 
This .pedes Inbabltl tile "anD "1l0iii ot tbe old CODdnent, mlptiDI In _ 

mer to lOulbem, and _Ioollly to cenual Ewope,lIIId II rara. 
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Brazil, Peru, Chili, and Buenos Ayres, on the shores of La 
Plata. It is also seen in Cayenne, (where it is known by 
the name of Tococo, from the usual sound of its call,) and 
in various islands of the West Indies. They breed in Cuba 
and the Bahamas, are not unfrequent at certain seasons on 
the coast of Florida, and sometimes solitary individuals are 
observed even in the Middle States, but in the Union gen
erally, the species may be considered as rare. When seen 
at a distance, such is the brilliancy of their dress, and the 
elevation at which they stand, that they appear like a troop 
of soldiers, being arranged alongside of each other, in lines, 
while on the borders of rivers and estuaries near the sea, 
they assemble in search of their food, which consists chiefly 
of small fish, spawn, and aquatic insects. They collect 
their prey by plunging in the bill and part of the head; and 
nom time to time trample with their feet, to disturb the 
water, and raise it from the bottom. While the rest are 
thus employed in seeking their subsistence, one of them 
stands sentinel, and, on the first note-of alarm, a kind of 
trumpet call, he takes to wing, and the whole flo"k immedi
ately follow. 

The flesh of the American Flamingo is accounted pretty 
good food, and that of the young is thought by some as equal 
to the partridge. Davies, in his History of Barbardoes, (p. 
88,) says they are commonly fat, and accounted delicate. 
While of the transatlantic species, Dillon- remarks, that, 
the inhabitants of Provence always throwaway the flesh, as 
it tastes fishy, and only make use of the feathers, as orna
ments. But of this kind, celebrated in history, the ancients 
esteemed the tongue as an exquisite dainty:t and Philostra
trus reekoned them among the delicaeies of entertainments. 
Juvenal, upbraiding the Romans with their luxury, says, 

• Trav. po 374. t See PliDJ' b:. cap. 48. 
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they ~r their tables with the rare birds of Scythia, and 
with the phrenicopterus. Apicius, that deepest abyss of 
wastefulness, as Pliny calls him, probably cotemporary with 
Tiberius, was the first who discovered in the tongue of the 
Flamingo, after being highly seasoned, that exquisite relish, 
which so recommended it to the epicures. Among the ex
travagances of Heliogabalus and Vitelli US, were dishes of 
these tongues; and Martial, upbraiding the Romans for their 
wanton taste, imagines the Flamingo complaining, 

Dat mihi penna. rubens nomen; sed lingua gulosis 
Nostra sa.pit : quid , si garrula lingua foret ? 

The Flamingo has the neck and legs in a greater disproportion than 
any other bi rd. Tile length from the end of the bill to that of the 
tail is 4 feet 2 or 3 inches ; but to the end of the claws measures 
sometimes more than 6 feet. The biU is 4! inches long ; as far as the 
bend black , but from thence to the base, reddish-yellow; round the 
baBe quite to the eye, covered with a flesh-colored cere. The tongue 
is large and fleshy, filling the cavity of the bill, and furnished with 12 
or more hooked and reverted papillm on each side ; the tip is also 
sharp and cartilaginous. The plumage deep scarlet in the adult, 
except the quills which are black. From the base of the thigh to the 
claws, measures 32 inches, of which the feathered part takes up no 
more than 3. 

AVOSET. (REcuRvIRosTRA, Lin.) 

b the birds of this genus the BILL is very long, weak, slender, 
depre8lled throughout its whole length, lI.exible, recurved from the 
middle, and slightly eurvt'd at the tip; mandibles about equal, and 
furrowed each aide at the base. NOSTRILS, in the furrow of the bill, 
buaI, long and linear, open. FEET long and slender; 3 toea before, 
hind toe minute, and articulated high upon the tarsus; the anterior 
toe. webbed to the second joint by a deeply indented membrane. 
Wings aceuminated, the 1st primary longest. 

The .exes eimilar, t'xcept in eize, the female being nnaller : the 
young alBO di1Fer but little from the adult. They moult but once in 
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the year; IUl.lDely, in autumn, acqni.ring, however, in spring, maD1 
additional feathers. The pll1ll1llg8 rather thick and close, and well 
provided with down. 

The Avosets live by pairs, or small companiea, in inundated DW'Bh
ee, where they are constantly obliged to wade. They run with rapid
ity in or out of the water, but do not habitually swim, though their 
feet are almost entirely webbed. Their flight is rapid and long sustain
ed; and they are naturally shy, noisy, and timid. They feed on small 
fish, insects, and spawn,which they often seize by beating the water, 
as well as by probing the mud, in the manner of the Woodcock or 
Snipe. Their neats are usually small cavities in the earth, lined with 
a few weeds, or merely, the bosom of the bare sand; sometimes, 
however, the nest is in some meaanre artificially elevated, as if to 
aToid the acce88 of expected tides. The eggs are 2 to ,,: both seXeli 
take their tnrns at incubation, and at such times fold their long legs 
to the body. 

The genus consists of 4 species, dispersed respectively over aa 
many quarters of the globe. In form and habits they are closely 
related to the Stilts (Himat&top1U.) 
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AMERICAN AVOSET. 

(Ruumro.tTa amnicana, LUf. WILSOII, vii. p. 126. pI. 63. fig. 2 
Aret. Zool. ii. p. 212. No. 421. Phil. Museum, No. 4250.) 

Sr. CBA1U.CT. - White; tail tinged with ciDereoua; back and wings 
black; whole head and Deck pale rnfoua. 

THE Ameriean A voset, supposed to winter in tropieal 
Ameriea, arrives on the eoast of Cape May, in New Jersey, 
late in April, where it rears its young, and with them again 
retires to the south, early in the month of Oetober. In the 
spring they were observed by Mr. Say, in the lower part of 
Missouri. They are also known to visit Nova Seotia, though 
eeareely ever seen in the State of Massachusetts. Doctor 
Richardson also found them abundant in the Saskatchewl.ll 
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plains, as far as the 5:W parallel, where they frequent shallow 
lakes, feeding on insects, and fresh-water crustacca. In 
New Jersey, they seem to have a predilection for the shallow 
pools of the salt marshes, wading about often, in search of 
their prey, which consists of marine worms, small paludinas, 
turbos, &c. to which, like the European species, they some
times add, small Ji'uci, or marine vegetables. 

The Avosets, near their breeding places, are very noisy,. 
quailing and clamorous; flying around in circles near their 
invaders, and, in a sharp but plaintive tone, uttering' CAlc, 
, clilc, 'clilc, in the manner of the Stilts or Long Legs 
(llimantopus,) with which at times, they familiarly associate, 
in small numbers, to pass the important period of reproduc> 
tion. Like them also, they alight on Jhe marsh, or in the 
water indifferently, fluttering their loose wings, and shaking 
their tottering and bending legs, as if ready to fall, keep
ing up at the same time, a continual yelping. The nest, in 
the same marsh with the Stilts, was hidden in a thick tuft of 
grass or sedge, at a small distance from one of their favorite 
pools. It was composed of small twigs of some marine shrub, 
withered grass, sea-weeds, and other similar materials, the 
whole raised to the height of several inches. The eggs were 
4, of a dull olive color, marked with large irregular blotches 
of dark brown, mingled with others of a fainter hue. The 
period of incubation commences about the middle of May. 

The Scooping A vaset of Europe, so like to the AmericUl 
.,eoiea, ill very widely spread over the old continent, beiug 
tound all over Europe, in Siberia, the deaerts of Tartary, 
and even at the Cape of Good Hope. Salerne eaya, that on 
&he coasts of Bas Poictou, in France, they are so abundaDt, 
that, in the breeding season, tbe peasants take the eggs by 
thousanda. They are said also to be very tenacious of their 
young, and when disturbed, fly around, uttering a plaiaUve 
note,that reaembles the word 'ml, twice repeated. 
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Buffon, theorizing on the singular strueture of the bill of 
the Avoset, supposes it to be "one of those errors or essays of 
nature, which, if carried a little further, would destroy itself; 
for if the curvature of the bill were a degree increased, the 
bird could not procure any sort of food; and the organ des
tined for the support of life, would infallibly occasion its de
struction." As it happens, however, and not as migAt be 
imagined, the Avoset, no less than tlle Crossbill, continues 
not only to live, but to vary its fare, and obtain it with facility. 
Even the Sloth, that triumph on the occasional imbecility of 
nature, so wretched and lost upon the plain ground, for which 
the motions of its peculiar and unequal limbs are not calcu· 
lated, climbs up a tree with facility, and like the tribe of 
monkeys, is perfectly at ease in his ac~ustoll1e<f arborial 
retreat. Let us then more wisely content ourselves to ob
serve nature in all her ingenious paths, without daring, in 
our ignorance, to imagine the possible failure of her conser
vative laws. 

The American Avoset is about le& inches long ; and 2l feet in alar 
stretch. The bill is black, and about 4 inches in length, curving up· 
wards, except at the extremity, where it is reflected and terminatcd in 
a fine point. Iris reddish hazel. Head, neck, and breast, of a light 
IOrrel color. Chin, and region round t!le eye nearly white. Upper 
part of back and wings black. Beapulara and almost the whole back, 
white, though generally concealed by the black of the upper parts. 
Belly, vent, and thighs white. Tail equal at the end, white, with & 

fBint tinge of cinereous. Greater coverts tipt with white; tertialll 
dusky: seciondaries white on their outer edges, and whole inner vanes ; 
relit of the wing black. ugs pale, light blue, (greenish black, Rid
.rdMm) 4 inchell long,-The female about 2 inches shorter. Thill 
bird di1Iers from that of the Arctic Zoology, in wanting a white spe,ce 
between the lICapulars, and in the white band on the outer scapulars 
Dot being continued over the humeral joint. 

NOTE. A second species, with a white, instead of a rufous neck, 
head and breast, and very nearly allied, if not identic, with the 
European, or Oriental Avoset, was shot near to the Great Northem 
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lIeJI.d of the Miaaouri, and ia !lOW, I believe, in tJ!e extensive IDUElUD 

of the Right Honorable Lord Stanley, at Knowaley Hall. 

SPOONBILLS. (PLATALEA, Lin.) 

b these the BILL is very long, large, much 8attened, dil~d and 
- orbicular at the extremity; upper mandjble deeply furrowed, and 

traneveraely grooved towards its baBe, terminated by a hooked nail. 
N08TR1LS, in the furrow, bual, near toge&her, oblong, open, mar· 
giIIed by a membrane. Head and Fae" in part, or entirely naked. 
FHI, tareus, but little longer than the middle toe, robust; the thIee 
fore toes united as far as the second joint, by a deeply indented memo 
brane; hind toe long, bearing on the ground nearly its whole length. 
W"1IIg' moderate, ample; 1st primary a little shorter than the 2d i 
_nd longest. Tail of 12 feathers. 

Male and female nearly alike in plumage. The young dilFer much 
&om the adult, changing the colors of their dreu, and the appear· 
ance of the bill, until the third year. The moult takes place once ill 
the year. 

The Spoonbills &88OCiate in small 8ocka, living in woody marshes, 
near the outlets of rivers; and are rarely seen in the immediate vi· 
cinity of the sea. They wade slowly into the water, after the man· 
ner of Herons, but though provided with considerable webs to the 
feet, they rarely ever swim. Their Bight ia easy, slow, and COil· 

dllcted uswly at a considerable elevation; they also alight on tree8, 
and are said to be noisy, more particularly at the breeding 88&8OIli 
and for this purpose, like the Cranes, the males are provided with an 
eztensive and replicated trachea. They feed on small fish, Sp&WD, 

reptiles, minute shell·fillh, insects and worma, and occasionally OIl 

vegetable substances, probing the mud with their sensitive and enor
mous bill., and sometimes they are said to have the art to olatter their 
mandibles together in such a manner as to BOare other birds out of 
their prey. They nest, according to the convenience of the situatiOIl, 
either in trees, shrubs, or merely in the rushes, on the borders of 
large lakes, or in the vicinity of the sea coast. The eggs are 2 to 4, 
hatched by the female alone, who ia fed by the male durior this period, 
but both at length join in the charge of the imbecile young, who 
remain in the nest until fully 8edged. 
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TIle lpeciea, oraly about three, are IPlead throughout all the warm 
and temperate climatel, one being confined to Europe alone, and 
another to the whole extent or the American continent. They are 
allied ill form ud habit.. to the family of the HeTODS (HnoDu.) 

ROSEATE SPOONBILL 

(P~lljlljll, Lllf. WIL80lf, vii. p. l23. pI. 63. fig. I. [an individual 
ofmiddle age.) Bvrrolf, PI. Enlum, p. 116. Ajlljll, M~acoJU.VJ:, 
p. 204. Phil. Mu8Cum, No. 3553.) 

Sr. CB~RACT. - Whole head bald. - Adult red. - Birds of middle 
age, rOle colored. - The young white i blackiah chestnut, U lOOn 

U hatched. 

THE Red or American Spoonbill chiefty dwells within the 
tropical regions of the continent, being common in Jamaica, 
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and other of the West India islands, as well as in Mexico, 
Guiana, and Brazil. In the southern hemisphere they are 
said to exist in Peru, and as far down the coast of South 
America as Patagonia. North of the equator, they migrate 
in summer into Florida, and are met with to the eon
fines of the Altamaha, in Georgia. Wilson's specimen was 
obtained up the Mississippi, at the town of Natchez, (about 
the latitude of 320.) They are also occasionally met with 
on the river shores of the Alabama, and in other parts of 
that state. A straggler has been known to wander as far as 
the banks of the Delaware. 

According to the relation of Captain Henderson, in his 
account of Honduras, this species is more maritime in its 
habits than that of Europe, as it wades about in quest of 
shell fish, marine insects, fry, and small crabs; and in pur
Buit of these, according to him, it occasionally swims and 
dives. 

The European, or white species, appears to reside in much 
cooler climes than the American, being abundant in Holland, 
and even at times visiting the shores of the south and west 
of England in whole flocks. They are there, however, birds 
of passage, and in their migrations accompany the flocks of 
swans. As we have already said, in our remarks on the 
habits of the genus, the European birds nest in trees, or 
bushes near to the sea coast, and lay two or three white eggs, 
about the size of those of a hen, powdered with a few pale 
.rufous spots. Their flesh is said to savor like that of the 
tame goose, and the young are esteemed as good food. 

The Red Spoonbill is about 2 feet 6 inches long; and about 4 feet 
in alar extent. The bill 66 inches, 2 inches wide at the widest ex
tremity, and only l of an inch in the narrowest part, black for about 
half its length, and covered with hard scaly protuberances. Tongue 
very small. Crown and chin bare of plumage, covered with a 
greenish skin, (at this age of the individual;) the fold of skin below the 
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ander mandible, dilatable as in the Gannet. Space round the eye, 
orange. Iride red. Cbeeb and hind-head covered with a bare black 
llkin. The neck long, cover d generally with short white feather8, 
on the upper part tinged witb crimson. BrcWlt white, with a fulig
inous tint at the .ide8; from the upper part of the breast proceeds a 
long tuft of pale, rose colored capillary plume.. Back white, with a 
slight brownish tint. Win. rose color, ben ath brighter, the shnfia 
deeper; the shoulders of the wings as w II as the upper IlIId lower 
tail coverts, of a full carmine color, the hum ral feathers capillary. 
Belly rose, the rump paler. Tail even, of a browni h orang. Lega 
and naked part of the thigh, dark sullied r d. Feet half webbed; 
tho toe. very long, particularly the hind one. 

WOOD IBIS. (TA TALU , Lin. Tem11l') 

II< the birds of this gi'nus, the BILL is stout, as wide as the face at 
its base, compr"ssed and attenuated, curved only towards th point; 
the upper mandible not furrowed, notched; the edges approximating 
10 closely as to form a narrow channel; lower mandible not chan
nelled. OSTR/I. S at the base of the bill, contiguous, longitudinal, 
elliptical, pervious, and uncovered. Head nakC'd and warty, cheeks 
with scattered feathers. Feet nearly semipalmated; tarsus twice as 
long as the middle toe; nails short and rather blunt. The lst IlIId 2d 
primaries about equal, and longest. 

The genus is composed of but 4 species, one in each grand divi8ion 
of the globe, except Europe. 
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WOOD IBIS. 

(TantalU8loculator, LIII. WILSON, viii. p. 39. pI. 00. fig. I. [adult.] 
Curicaca, MARCGRAVE. p. 191. BUJ'FOIl, Ojs. vii. p. 276. PI. Eo
lum, 868. Wood Pelican, Catesby, i. p. 81. LATH. iii. p. 105. 
Phil. Museum, No. 3862.) 

Sr. CHARACT.- White, face and head greenish blue; quills and tail 
black, with colored reflections. - Young blackish; with the head 
and neck yellowish white; the belly cinereou8. - Female with the 
head and chin only denuded. 

THIS is another tribe of singular wading birds, which 
emigrate in the summer to a certain distance, on either side 
of the equator; being found occasionally as far north as Vir
ginia, ~ far south, in the other hemisphere, as the savan
nahs of Cayenne and Brazil, and in other parts of South 
America. In the compass of the United States, their prin
cipal residence is in the inundated wilds of the peninsula or 

DigitizedbyGoogle j 



WOOD IBTIJ, 

East Florida, and they are not uncommon in Mississippi_ 
Alabama, Carolina, and Georgia, 1Vithdrawing froin the north, 
however, at the commeneement of cold weather, or aboilt 
the month of November. 

According to Batram, who had many opportunities of ob
l!I6"ing them in Florida, they are solitary and indolent birds, 
seldom associating in flocks, and usually frequent the banks 
of the principal rivers, marshes and savannahs, especially 
such as are inundated, as well as the larger deserted rice 
plantations, contiguous to the sea coast. Here, alone, the 
feathered hermit stands listless, on the topmost limb of 
some tall and decayed cypress, with his neck drawn in upon 
his shoulders, and his enormous bill resting like a scythe 
upon his breast. Thus pensive and lonely, he has a grave 
and melancholy aspect, as if ruminating in the deepest 
thought; and in this sad posture of gluttonous inactivity, they, 
probably like Herons, pass the greatest part of their time, 
till aWakened by the calls of hunger, they become active in 
quest of their prey of snakes, young alligators, fish, frogs, 
and other reptiles. They are easily approached and shot, 
when abandoned to repose, and are by many of the inhabi
tants accounted as excellent food. 

Length of the Wood Ibis about 3 feet 2 inches. The bill nearly 9 
iDcheslong; and 2 inches thick at the baBe, where it riseB high in the 
head, the whole of a brownish hom color; the under mandible fits 
into the upper in ita whole length, and both are sharp edged. Face, 
wed head, and part of the neck, wrinkled, and dull greeniBh blue. 
Irides dark red. Beneath the lower mandible is a loose corrugated 
llkin, or pouch, capable of containing about half a pint. Whole 
body, neck, and lower parts, white. Primaries dark glOBBy green 
IIIld purple. Tail about 2 inches shorter than the wings, even, and or 
a deep and rich violet. Legs and thighs dusky green. Feetand toetI 
yellowish, sprinkled with black; feet almost aemipalmated, and beD
dered to the clawB with a narrow membrane. Plumage on the upper 
ridge of the neck generally worn with rubbing on the back, while 
in its ordinary position of resting ita bill on the breast. 



WADING BIItDII. 

IBIS. (ba, Laeqnae, au". Te ... ) 

IIr the. birda the BILL is long, Blender, arched, thicker at the bue, 
the point depreued, obtuae, and rounded; upper mandible deeply 
grooved it. whole length j the lower deeply channelled beneath. No .. 
TRILl bua1, oblOllf, narrow, half clOlCd by a membrane,lituated in the 
furrow. Faee naked, and often allO a part of the head and neck. FRET 
middling, or alender, naked above the knee j anterior toes webbed to 
the 1irIt joint; the hind toe long and reatillf on the ground. W'mp 
moderate, thd lst primary nearly lUI long, or mach shorter than tbe9d 
and 3d, which are longeat. 

BpeciCl of the Ibis inhabit all quarters of the world. They fre
quent the borders of rivers and lakea, where they are accustomed to 
filed upon insects, crustacea, worma, and ahell.fiBh, to which they 
allO, at timea, add vegetables. But we may place amongst popular 
fllbles, the reputation they have 10 long enjoyed of being great de
Iboyers of serpents, and YenomoUl reptiles, which, in fact, they nev
er touch. They migrate periodically to nch diatancCl, that the boun
daries of the earth alone seem to set limits to their wanderings. The 
moult is simple and annual. The sexes scareely differ but in their 
relative dimenaioDB j but the yotm{/ differ in several respect. from the 
&Ilult, panicularly in the Beulet, and some other speciea. 

SCARLET IBIS. 

(IN f'IIiN, VIEILL. BoIUP. Tlllltldu mer, LII" WILSO~, viii. p. 
41. pI. 66. fig. 2. [adult.J G'IUlrll, MARCGRA'VE, p. 203. BUFFo~. vii. 
p. 35. PI. Enlum. t. 81. Red Cvrl_, CATESBY, i. p. 84. LATH. 
iii. p. 100. Phil. Museum, No. 3864.) 

Bp. CRARAcT.-Scarletj outer quill-feathers glo88Y blue-black to
ward. their extremities j face reddish. - YOII'W cinereoUl j back 
and wings blackish j rump and beneath white. 

THIS brilliant and exclusively American species, inhabits 
ohiefly within the tropics, abounding in the West India and 
Bahama Islands, and BOuth of the equator, at least, as far as 
Brazil. They migrate in the course of the summer, (about 
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July and August,) into Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and 
South Carolina; but retire into Mexico, or the Carribbean 
islands, at the approach of cool weather. They generally 
lISIIOCiate in numbers, frequenting the borders of the sea, 
and the banks and estuaries of neighboring rivers, feeding 
on small fry, shell-fish, crustacea, worms, and insects, which 
they collect at the ebbing of the tide. They are said to be 
in the habit of perching on trees in companies; but lay their 
eggs, which are greenish, on the ground, amidst the tall 
grass of the marshes, on a slight nest of leaves. When just 
hatched the young are black, BOOn changing to grey, but are 
nearly white before they are able to fly; by uegrees theyat
tain their red plumage, which is not complete uutil the third 
year. The young and old associate in distinct bands. In 
the countries where they abound they are sometimes domes
ticated, and accompany the poultry. The Ibis shows great 
courage in attacking the fowls, and will even defend itself 
from the insidious attacks of the cat. It is generally esteem
ed' as good food; and its rich and gaudy plumage is used 
by the Brazilians for various ornaments. 

The Scarlet Ibis measul't's 23 inches' in length; and 37 in alar extent. 
1'Iie biU is 5 incht'slong, thick, and of a !IOmewhat square form at 
the base, gradually bent downwards, and sbarply ridged; black, ex
cept near the base, where it inclint'8 to red. Iri. dark hazel. Tht' 
fiIce naked, Blenderly wrinkled, aDd of a pale red. Chin bare, and 
aIIIo wrinkled. Whole plumage of a ricb and Itl~wing scarlet, cxcc>pt 
about 3 incbes of the extremities of tbe 4 outer quill feathers, which 
are of a deep steel blue. Legs pale red; thl! three anterior tOOB united 
by a membrane as far as the first joint. 

A 
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WHITE mIS. 

(AU alN, VIIIILL. nmtalu /Il6u, WILS01l', viii. p. 43. pI. 66. fig. 
3. CnlllBY, i. t. 81. AMt. Zool. No. 363. B17J'J'01l', Pl. Eul ... 
916. Phil. MUleam, No. .) 

8 •• CR.t.RACT.-White,the old bird tinged withlOle color; outer 
quill-feathera, blue-black at tip; face reddi8h. 

THIS species, !O extremely like the preceding, except in 
ita permanent white color, is likewise common in the tropical 
pans of the American continent, particularly the Caribbee 
Islands, and extends ita residence, at least as far south beyond 
the equator, as the coast of Brazil. Wilson obse"e8, that 
the species appeared to be pretty numerous on the borders 
of Lake Pontchartrain, near New Orleans, in the month of 
June j he also saw them on the low keys or islands off the 
coast of Florida. They rarely proceed to the north of 
Carolina, which they visit only for a few weeks towards the 
close of summer; collected probably from their dispersed 
breeding places, a little previous to the period of their mi
gration back again to the south, which takes place on the 
return of cool weather. Their food and haunts are alto
gether similar with those of the preceding species, and like 
them, they seldom remove to any great distance from the 
sea. Mr. Bartram remarks, that" they fly in large flooks 
or squadrons, evening and morning, to and from their feed
ing places or roosts, and are usually called Spanish Curlewa. 
They subsist principally on cray-fish, whose cells they probe, 
and, with their strong pinching bills drag them out." They 
also feed on fry, and aquatic insects, and their flesh is some
times eaten, but not much esteemed. 

Birds of this species may frequently be seen standing OD 

the dead branches of trees, and on the shore resting on ODe 

leg, with the body in an almost perpendicular position, and 

• 
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the head and bill resting on the breast; which indeed appean 
to be their common mode of reposing, in consequence of 
which, and as a proof of the habitual indolence of the 
species, the plumage, as in the Wood Ibis, on the ridge of 
the neck, and upper part of the back, is evidently worn by 
the constancy of this habit. 

Sometimes, according to Bartram, during the prevalence 
of high winds, and in thunder storms, they may be soon, 
collected into numerous flocks, driving to and fro, or tum
ing and tacking about high in the air, during which evolu
tions \vith the contending currents of the wind, their silvery 
plumage gleams and sparkles with unusual brilliance, as it 
refteets the ftashing light &om amidst the dark and hovering 
c)oods . . 

The White Ibie i. uellit m inches lOll« j and 37 in alar emnt. 
Bill .. in the preeedini lpeciel, of a pale red, and blackilh towardl 
the point. The fiaee, of a reddiah flesh color, finely wrinkled. Iria 
whitilh. Whole plumage white, except towardl the tipl of the 4 
outer primariel, which are of a deep and 110111 steel blue. Le,. and 
feet pale red, webbed to the IirBt joint. 
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BAY, OR GLOSSY IBIS. 

( Ibisfalcinel1us, VIEILL. Tt: ~ul. .Bo~AP. Am. Om. iv. p. 23. pI. 23. 
fig . 1. [adult.] Tantalus f{dcin~Uus, GMEL. T. igntu3. IDElII' . 
L .HHA&I. Le Couriis fJert . B UFFO", and Courlis d'llalit . 10. Pl. 
Enlum . J.D. [the old male.] L'Jbis noir, SAVIGNV, Hist. natur. et 
Mytholog. de l'Ibis, p. 36. pI. 4. Lt COllrlis brillant, SONN)N), edit 
de Bull'. Ois. xxii . p. 238. [an old female .] The young, Tanlalta 
fJi.ridis , GM£L. L AT n . Ind. ii . p. 707. PhiJ. Museum, No. .) 

SP. CHARACT . - Purplish-chestnut; crown, m.iddle of the back, 
WiDgS and tail, metallic green; face blackish - Young, head and 
neck, striped with blackish, and margined with whitish ; back IlIld 
acapulars brownish ash : beneath blackish-cinereous: the wings 
and tail duller. 

THE Glossy Ibis, or Liver, appears to be, within the 
temperate and warmer regions, almost a general inhabitant 
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of the world. On the borders of riverl and lakel it is Been, 
for example, abundant as a bird of pa age in Poland, Hun
gary, Turkey, and the Archipelago; it vi its the borders of 
the Danube, is seen sometimes in Switzerland and Italy, 
rarely in England and Holland; is for seven months a peri
odical vi iter in Egypt; where, in common with the Sacred 
Ibis, it was revered aud embalmed in the vast catacombs 
of Saccara and Memphi . It arrive in that country in Oc
tober, and leaves it in the month of March. They are 
known to breed up the river of the Caspian and Black 
Seas, and to apr ad themselves into Russia, Siberia, Tartary , 
Denmark, occasionally into weden, and perhap Lapland, 
for the same purpo e ; remaining in tho e countries till driven 
to migrate by the inclemency of approaching winter, at 
which period they appear to arrive in Africa and A ia. It i. 
a still more rare and accidental yi;;iter in the nited tates, 
than in England. A specimen has occa~ionally been exposed 
for sale in the market of Boston, and individuals are, at dis
tant interval, shot off Long I;;land, and on the shores of 
New Jersey. At I'ery irregular periods, in the spring season, 
small flocks are thus seen on the coast of the Middle State', 
and as far south as Maryland and Virginia. Vieillot also 
asserts their occasional appearance el'en in Cayenne, Ice
land, and Greenland j and they are found common along the 
rivers, in the island of Java, and the Celebes. 

The Ibises ordinarily dwell together in flocks, in marshy 
and inundated grounds, exploring for their food with great 
regularity, side by side advancing, like disciplined troops in 
an extended line, perambulating the meadows they visit in 
preference to making a desultory flight, and for hours they 
are observed boring the same spot with their long and sen
sitive bills, when their prey is abundant. Sedate in their 
movements, elevating their feet high in walking, and as It 
were measuring their steps; they seem by the delicacy of 

• 
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their actions, as if conscious of the veneration and high 
regard, symbolicaUy bestowed upon them, by the nations of 
antittuity. When, however, alarmed, they rise high in the 
air, in a wide spiral range, uttering loud cries, like geese, 
and having attained a safe elevation, they file off in an hori
zontal direction, uttering at, intervals, a low and hoarse 
sound, and their flight being vigorous, they soon disappear 
from sight. They are said to nest in trees, but of their 
manners, during' the period of reproduction, we are still 
wholly ignorant, and Temminck believes that they retire to 
breed in the wilds of Asia. Though Montague thinks their 
vernal migrations are directed to the tess inhabited parts of 
the north, where they find security about the rivers and in
terior lakes to propagat,e, and from whence they retire as 
the winter approaches, and as their food begins to fail, 
spreading themselves at this sea!\on over the southern parts 
of Europe and the adjoining continents. According to 
Oedman, they have been known to breed for se\'eral years 
in succes.,ion, in the isle of Oland, in the Baltic. The food 
of the Ibis is merely insects, worms, river shell-fish and 
vegetables, which i~ likewise the real fare of the nearly 
allied, and also second Sacred Ibis, of the Egyptians, (Ibis 
religiosa, CUVIER,) neither of whom show any predilec
tion for devouring serpents or large reptiles, for which, in 
fact, the structure of their long and falciform bills is wholly 
unfitted. 

From the supposed utility of the Ibis in destroying nox
ious reptiles, it was held in the greatest veneration by the 
Egyptians: to kill it was forbidden under pain of death; 
they were kept in temples, and when they died, were embalm
ed, inurned, and deposited with the mummies in the sacred re
ceptacles of the dead. These bird-pits, as they are still 
called, are scattered over the plains of Saccara, and are filled 
with the numerous remains of this and the Egyptian species. 
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So highly was it honored, that the Ibis became the charac
teristic hieroglyphic of the country, repeated upon all their 
monumcnts, obelisks, and national statues. The abundance 
of their remains in the catacombs, proves, indeed, the famil
iarity which the species had contracted with the indulgent 
inhabitants of its favorite country; and, like the Stork of 
Europ£', venerated for its .~"pposrrl piety, it gained credit, in 
the prejudices of the i,';norant, for bellC'fits which it ne\·er 
conferred. DiotloruR Sicnlu", however, only add~, what 
appears by no means improbable, that (impellcd by hunger 
on their first arrival,) night and day, the Ibis, walking by 
the verge of the water, watches reptiles, scar('lIing for tllCir 
eggs, and destroying all the beetles and grasshoppers which 
it finds. Thus accustomed to favor and immunity, (like 
our own Vulture scavengers,) in Egypt these birds admnc
ed without feilr into the midst of the cities. Strabo re
lates, that th<'y filled the f'treets and lanes of Alexandria, 
to stich a degree, as to become troublesome and importunate; 
and IIa~~elqui5t remarks, that in Lower Egypt, as soon as 
the Nile becomes freed from its inundations, they arrive in 
such nUmber!'>, as to be seen morning and evening, frequent
ing the gardens, and covering whole palm trees with their 
flocks. The Egyptian Ibis ill likewise said to construct its 
nest familiarly in the clustering fronds of the date palm, 
where it lays 4 eggs, and sits, according to the fanciful cal
culation of jElian, as many days as the star Isis takes to 
perform tbe revolution of its phases. 

To enumerate the various fictions and falsehoods with 
which the ancients have chosen to embellish the history of 
the Ibis, would be as vain and useless to the. naturalist, as 
to the sober historian. Even Josephus has the credulity to 
relate, that, when Moses made war on the Ethiopians, he 
carried, in cages of papyrus, a great number or the Ibis, to 
oppose them to the serpents! Fables of this kind are now 
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no longer capable of being substituted for facts, and the 
naturalist contents himself with the humbler, but more 
useful employment, of simply describing and delineating 
nature, as it issued from the hands of its omnipotent Creator. 
This superstition has also had its day, and the Ibis, no longer 
venerated, even in Egypt, is in the autumn, commonly shot 
and ensnared by the Arabs for food, and the markets of the 
sea coast, are now abundantly supplied with them as game, 
together with the white species, both of which are ignomin
iouslyexposed for sale, deprived of their heads, a spectacle 
from which the ancient Egyptians would have recoiled with 
horror. So fickle and capricious, because unreasonable, is 
the dominion of superstition. 

The Glossy, or Bay Ibis, is about 23 inches in length. The head 
is of a blackish chestnut. Throat, breast, upper part of the back, 
shoulder of the wing, and all the lower parts, of a bright reddish . 
chestnut. Back, rump, wing coverts, primarie'll, and tail feathers, of 
a blackish green, with bronzy and purple reflections. Bill about 5 
inches long, greenish black, brown towards the point. Naked space 
round the eye, green, surrounded by a greyish band. Iris brown. 
Feet and legs greenish brown. - .adult, the female is a little smaller. 
In the young pr~j0U8 to the tkird year, the plumage of the head, 
throat, and neck, is striped lengthwise with blackish brown, and 
bordered with whitish. Lower part of the neck, breast, vent and 
thighs of a greyish black; top of the back and scapulars cinereoUi 
brown; with the green reflections on the wings and tail leB8 lively. 
In the yOttng oj ti,e year, the plumage is still more tinged with black
ish-ash ; and the white borders of the feathers of the head and neck 
are wider. It is then the Tantalus tliridis of GII:ELIN, &c. 

CURLEWS. (NUMENIU8, Briss. Temm.) 

b the birds of this genus, the BILL is very long, slender, almost 
cylindrical, a little compressed and curved: the upper mandible 
longer, furrowed for three fourths of its length, and rounded towards 
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the eztremity. NOSTRILS in the furrow of the mandible, basal, lateral, 
oblong. FEET rather long and slender," toed; naked apace of the 
tibia moderate aized; the anterior toes abort, stout, distinctly bordered, 
somewhat rough beneath, united by a membrane to the first joint; 
the hind one, bearing on the ground at the ti~. First primary longest. 
Tail somewhat rounded, of 12 feathers. 

The sexes similar in size and color. The bill shorter and straighter 
in the youxg. The moult tardy, and annual. Plumage in all the. 
species very Hinillar. 

These are extremely shy and wary birds, dwelling in the vicinity 
of the sea, and frequenting muddy marshes as well as arid and 
gravelly shores, feeding principally on worms, insects of tlre land 
and water, small shell-fish, fry, and moluscoUB animals, in tile course 
of the summer advancing inland, in quest of food. They migrate 
in large flocks, marshalled in long lines, flying rapidly at a great 
eleyation; but being monogamous, separate into solitary pairs, at tlre 
breeding season; makiug t.Qeir ncsts in marshcd, duncs, or herbage, 
near the sea, laying about 4 eggs, on which botlr sexes sit in tum. 
Their voioe is loud, plaintivl', and whistling. The species are spread 
over the whole globe: three of tlrese are peculiar to tlre old contin: 
ent, and three or four to America. 
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(Nmnenius /ong irosiris, WILSON, viii. p. 23. 1'1. 64 . fig . 4. BOJII~p. 

Synops. No. 242. Phil. Museum , No. 3!HO.) 

SP. CH ARAcT.-Crown blackish, with whitish streaks, no medial 
line; rump uniform in color wi th the rest of the plumage ; long 
axillary feathers ferruginous , without bars; the bill very long, 
and much arched. 

THE Long Billed Curlew is seen in the marshes of New 
J ersey, about the middle of May, on its way further north : 
and in September, or the latter end of August on their return 
from their breeding places. How far south they retire in 
the course of the winter, has not been ascertained, but a 
few, no doubt, winter in the marshes of South Carolina, as 
I have observed them on the muddy shores of the Santee, 
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near Charleston, in the month of January. Their southern 
migrations, in all probability, ue bounded by the shores of 
the Mexican Gulph. Like moat species of the genua, they 
retire into the deaolate regions of the north to breed. Dr. 
Richardson believes, that they frequent the plains of the 
Saskatchewan and the Columbia, at this season; and they 
are known to visit the neighborhood of Hudson's Bay. In 
Major Long's Expedition, it appears that some of these 
birds were observed as far inland as the TIIinois, latitude 
42'>, on the 15th of June, which might be supposed, about 
the time of breeding. According to Wilson, a few instances 
have been known, of one or two pairs remaining in the salt 
marshes of Cape May the whole summer; and they were 
believed to nest there on the ground, laying" eggs in size 
and color much resembling those of the Clapper Rail. In
deed, it will probably be found, that many birds, now sup
posed to pass the period of reproduction, in the remote 
regions of the north, only separate into solitary pairs, and 
disperse themselves through the vast wilds of the interior of 
North America. 

The Long Billed Curlews fly high and rapid, generally 
throwing ,themselves, when in company, into an angular 
wedge, after the manner of wild geese; uttering, as they 
fly, and when at all alarmed, a loud, short, whistling, and 
almost barking note, aometimes, as in other species of the 
family, strongly resembling the sibilation of the word kurletD, 
and from whence they derive their characteristic name, 
adopted into so many of the European languages. By a 
dexterous imitation of this note, a whole flock may SOIJl&. 

times be enticed within gun shot; while the cries of the 
wounded continue the sympathetic enticement, until the 
fowler, repeating his shots, carries havoc among the quailing 
throng. Their food consists principally of insects, worms, 
and small crabs. The young and old, also, on their arrival 
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trom the north, where tbey feed on various kinds of berti~SI 
still continue their fondness for this kind of food, and bow 
frequent the uplands and pastures in quest of the fruit of 
the bramble, particularly dew-berries, on which they get 80 

remarkably fat, at times, as to burst the skin in falling to 
the ground, and are then superior in flavor to almost any 
other gilme bird of the season. In the market of Boston, 
they are seen as early as the 8th of August, having already 
raised theit brood, and proceeded thus far towards their 
winter quarters. 

This species is about 25 inches in length; 3 feet 3 inches in alar 
extent; and in good order, it weighs about 30 ounct's. The bill 
is about 7 inches long, brownish-black, purplish flesh-color,· be
low towards the base. Tongue extremt'ly short. Eye dark. Upper 
plumage blackish-brown, spotted and interruptedly barred with dif
ferent shades of rufous buff. Chin, line over the eye, and around 
it, brownish-white, in the latter spotted WiUl dusky brown; neck 
pale whitish buff', streaked with black. Belly, thighs, and vent, 
rufous white, without spots. Primaries, brownish-black, on the 
outer edges, pale rufous on the inner, and barred with black; .haft 
of the lst quill white; the rest of the wing, pale reddish brown, 
barred with waving lines of dusky; lining of the wing much brighter 
than the rest of the lower plumage, salmon rufous, sparingly spotted 
with blackish; tertiaries paler, narrowly and faintly barred with 
dusky: long axiliaries plain, or with a few remote, dusky marginal 
specks. Tail rounded, pale rufous, with about 10 dusky brown bars_ 
Legs and naked thighs, pale greyish-blue, or lead color. The lighter 
colors are much brighter and more extensive in the young than ia 
old birds. 
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ESQUlMAUX CURLEW. 

(NummiuS hudsaniC1Ul, LATH. Ind. ii. p. i12. sp. i. nONAP. Synops. 
No. 243. &olopaz boreali6, WILSON, vii. p. 2'.l. pI. riG. fig. 1. Phil. 
Museum, No. 4003.) 

SP. CHARACT.-Crown dark brown, with a whiti.h m!'dial lint'; 
plumage of the rump uniform with the rest; long nxillnry feathl'r8 
banded with grey and pall' rufous; bill much arched. 

TUE Short Billed Curlew, after passing the winter south 
of the United States, arrives in large flocks, on the coa~t 
of New Jersey, early in May, frequenting the salt marshes, 
muddy ponds, shoals, and inlets; feeding, at this time, 
on small worms, land and marine insects, fry, minute 
shell-fish, and sometimes the seeds of aquatic vegetables, 
which they usually collect at the recess of the tide, in com
pany with various other waders; and at high water retire 
into the marshes, and sometimes to the dry ridges, and pas
tures, particularly at a later period, in June, where accom
panied by the Long Billed species, they feed much on dew
berries, becoming very fat and well flavored. In the northern 
regions, and the fur countries, to which they retire to breed, 
they also collect Crow-berries (EmprtMlm 7IligrllTII) for 
food. In June, they take their departure to the north; col
lecting together from the marshes in one general /lock, tlll'Y 
rise to a considerable elevation, about an hour before sunset, 
and forming a long angular phalanx, keep up a constant 
whistiing on their march, as if conversing with each other, 
in order to forget or lessen the toil and hazard of their ad
venturous journey. Their flight is steady, like that of the 
Woodcock; and, in consequence of their sympathy for each 
other, readily come within gun shot of those who can imitate 
their call. While thus beating the air in company, the 
transient glittering of their speckled wings, as they glide 
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along in ease and elegance, presents an interesting spectacle, 
no less beautiful than amusing. Arriving, at length, in their 
natal regions in the wilds of the north, they soon obey the 
instinct of their species, and making probably a nest on 
the ground, lay about" eggs, which, according to Mr. 
Hutchins, are of a light bluish-grey color, marked with 
black (or dark brown) spots. From the middle of August, 
to the beginning of September, they arrive in the vicinity of 
Massachusetts Bay, and other parts of New England, fre
quenting the pastures as well as marshes, and fatten upon 
grasshoppers and berries, till the time of their departure, 
about the close of September; and they wholly disappear 
from New Jersey, on their way to the south, early in the' 
month of November. Previous to their departure, they 
again assemble in large flocks, near the sea beach, being 
constantly gregarious in all their journeys. In an island of 
the Piscataquay, near Plymouth, (N. Hampshire,) a friend 
informs me, that they had, in the autumn, been seen together 
in a dense flock of many thousands, thickly covering several 
acres of ground with their numbers. 

When much hunted, they become extremely shy and 
difficult to approach; yet the same bird, shot at, three 
or four different times, and recovering when about to be 
picked up, still, notwithstanding this persecution, con
tinued to feed again in the same spot. These birds, 
lhough so exquisite in flavor, in the antumn, when as abund
ant as usual, are sold in Boston market for about twenty to 
twenty-five cents each. As early as the 18th of July, I 
have met with individuals of this species, one of which, 
on dissection, proved to be an old and barren male, who 
in all probability, had remained behind the flock in the 
same vicinity where he had arrived in the spring, having no 
incentive to migration. Whether other specimens, killed at 
this season, before the return of the general flock, are in-
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Bueneed by the same cause to linger behind, or wander 
from the rest, I am unable to say. 

The young of the common Curlew of Europe (N. fl1'o 

guata,) run as soon as they are hatched, but cannot fly 
for a considerable time. Mr. Rennie succeeded in taming 
one which had been shot in the wing. At first it was ex
tremely shy, but, at length, fed with some domestic Ruffs, 
on bread and milk, with which it soon became fat. In a 
JDOnth or six weeks, it was tame enough to follow a person 
across the menagerie for a bit of bread, or a small fish, of 
which it was remarkably fond; besides this diet, he fed on 
water lizards, smaIl frogs, and every kind of insect not too 
large to swallow; and, in defect of other food, he contented' 
himself to eat barley with the ducks. This bird survived 
with this treatment for two years, when he was at last killed, 
as was supposed, by a rat. 

The note of the Whimbrel, so nearly allied to the present 
species, is said to sound like the words ''lDeddy tetty tetty 
tetty tet, quickly repeated. 

The Esquimaux Curlew is about IS inches long; and 32 inches in 
alar extent. The bill to the rictus (in Richardson's specimen) is 3 
inches 6 line.; in Wilson'. 41 inches! in a specimen now before 
me 3 inches Slines. In a young, but very full grown bird of Sep
tember, the bill, remarkably slender, scarcely exceeds 2 inches! (In 
Wilson'. bird the extraordinary curvature of the bill i. no le88 re
markable than ita unusual length,) ita color in our specimens, brown
ish blac,k, towards the base of the tmder mandible purplish lIesh
oolor, straight almost for two thirds of ita length, and then rather 
nddenly curving. Upper part of the head dusky brown, divided 
by an obscure stripe of whitish; over each eye extends a broad 
paler line. Iris dark hazel. Sides of the head, neck, and breast, dull 
yellowish white, with narrow stripes (passing into bars on the breast) 
of pale dusky brown. Chin, belly, and under tail coverts white, 
the latter more or le88 tinged with bufi'. Upper pl1ltllllg8, as well .. 
the rump and loree, dusky brown, with brownish-white marginal 
!!pOts, which become bars on the 1eHer quill. and tail coverts. Pri-
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maries dusky brown, aU 4iBtinctly bGfTed 011 tMir i_ aN witla 
pale reddish buff, the shafts of the two first white, leu pure on the 
second. Tail dark brownish-grey, with 9 dusky bars, one of theBe 
terminal, but edged, with brownish-white. - Flanks, long axinaries, 
and under wing-coverts bright reddish-buff, (almost salmon color,) 
barred with clove-brown. A few of the larger primary wing-coverta 
wholly dusky, tipped with whitish, 1I\0re particularly in the young 
birds. Legs and feet dark lead color. In young birds the pale spots, 
bands, and bars, arc much larger, fainter, and more inclining to flesh
color, and the lower half of the under mandible is almost yellowish
white. The tinge of buff on the belly and vent, is also deeper. In 
Wilson's specimen, the 'lDhole bill is dull flesh-color, except towards 
the point, where it is dusky. 

OB9. Our bird appears to differ from that of Richardson and 
Wilson, in the situation and extent of the curvature of the bill, and 
in the conspicuous bars on the inner vanes of the primaries; ours, 
therefore, makes a much nearer approach to the Whimbrel, (N.plulJ-
0fJIUS,) than any other American species, if such it may be considered; 
indeed, the European bird, only differs in the paler shade of ita 
colors, the wliile rump, and absence of buff in the long axillarie •• 
Should our bird prove a distinct species, which seems very probable, 
we may perhaps distinguish it as followe : 

AMERICAN WHIMBREL. 

(Numenius *intermedius. N. phtllQjJU8, TEIIIH. excluding the other 
synonymy of that species.) 

SP. CHARACT. - A whitish medial line in the dark croWD; rump 
and back dusky and spotted; primaries barred on their inner webs ; 
long axillaries banded with grey and reddish buff; bill black, CUrT

ing towards the extremity, a great portion of the under mandible 
flesh-color. 

My friend Mr. Audubon has also observed this species, and be
lieves it to be sufficiently distinct from the bird figured by Wilsoll. 
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SMALL ESQUIMAUX CURLEW. 

(N'tnMrriu bortalU, LATH,Uf. DOluP. Syn. No. 244. Am. Om. iv. 
p. 118. pl. 26. fig. 3. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 378. t. 65. Seoloptu. 
IiortalU, FOlUlUR. Phil. Trans. 62. pp. 411,--431. N. brmroJl. 
triJI, TI:IIIM. pl. color. 381.) 

S •. CH.IoRACT. - Crown dusky, with an obacure medial line toward. 
the hind head; rump dusky and 8potted; axillarie8 banded with 
dusky and rufous; bill short and Blender, but little arched. 

THE Small Curlew, in the course of its vast migrations, 
oeeasionally visits almost every part of the American con
tinent; penetrating even into the remote territories of the 
west, coursing along the great valley of the Mississippi, and 
extending its wanderings into the southern hemisphere as 
far as Brazil and Paraguay. They arrive at Hudson's Bay 
in April, or early in May, but breed to the north of Albany 
Fort, returning to the marshes with their young in August, 
and retire from that country early in September. lndeed 
the species, accompanied probably by the preceding, fre 
quents in summer, the wide extent of barren lands within 
the Arctic circle, feeding usually on aquatic insect!4, their 
larvle, and when ripe, the fruit of the crow-berry, (Empe
tnun nigrum.) On the 13th of June, (1822) Dr. Richardso~ 
discovered one of these Curlews, sitting on three eggs, on 
the shore of Point Lake. When approached, she ran a short 
distance from the nest, crouohing near to the ground, and 
then stopped to watch the motions of her encroaching 
visitor. The eggs, sometimes as many as 4, have a pyri. 
form shape, and a siskin-green color, clouded with a few 
large irregular spots of bright umber brown. 

About the close of August or beginning of September, 
these birds, accompanied by the preceding, arrive on the 
shores of Massachusetts Bay, and frequenting the marshes 
and adjoining pastures, feed at this time much upon gras..~ 
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hoppers, coleoptera, and earth worms, which they conect 
principally towards evening, or early in the morning. In 
their way to the south they also visit Nova Scotia and New
foundland, where they remain till the approach of winter ; and 
in New Jersey, these birds linger on tilt the month of No
vember, when they apparently, without further delay, pass 
on to the south of the United States, for in other parts of the 
Union they appear to be wholly unknown. Like the other 
species, they are remarkably gregarious, each company 
seeming to follow some temporary leader, and on starting to 
wing, a sort of watch cry is heard, resembling the whistling 
pronunciation of the word bee-bee. On their arrival from 
the north, they are very fat, plump, and well flavored, and 
included like both the preceding, and the Marbled Godwit, 
under the general name of Doebirds, they are sought out 
by epicures, and enhance the value of a table entertainment. 
Pennant remarks, on the authority of Hutchins, that from 
the 9th of August, to the 6th of September, they were seen 
in flocks innumerable on the hills about Chatteux Bay, 00 

the coast of Labrador, soon after which they all departed 
for the south: at this time, they kept chiefly on the open 
grounds, and feeding on Crow-berries, were very fat and well 
flavored. 

Length of the Small Curlew, from 14 to 15 inches; the female 
more than an inch longer. Bill slender, brownish-black; slightly 
Besh-red at the base, its length from above about 2! inches. The 
upper 'Plumage blackish-brown, with many pale yellowish-brown 
marginal .pots, these colors forming handsome b&rB on the leBBer 
quills and tail coverts. The whole of the primaries and their coven. 
are unspotted, only the posterior onel are edged at the tip with 
white; the shaft of the first quill very broad and white. An im~r
teet mediallinl' is visible on the nape. Tail dusky brown, with 9 
blackish b&rB, the exterior web of the outermost feather elegantly 
barred with light buff and black. Chin, and band over the eye 
brownish-white, the latter faintly streaked with dusky. ·Under plu-
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...,. nankeen·broWD ; the neck aad tide. or the head tllickly IItripecl 
with dusky·broWD; the breut and Sanks marked with arrow heade4 
IIpOtaof the same, which exist OD the belly also, though mnaller aad 
more scattered. Inner wing coverts and long uiIlariee, bright red. 
dilh.brown, barred with dark cinereouB. Legs blackish· grey ,tinged 
with olive; soles of the feet and margins of the toes olive. - Ft1IIIJk, . 
with the color of the plumage paler, thespoQand barsbelow,fiLinter, 
and the general color below nearly rufous-white. Medial line on 
the head obsolete. 

SANDPIPERS. (TaINGA. BrillS.) 

b this tribe of birda the BILL is of moderate dimensions, or rather 
long, 8lender, nearly cylindric, straight, or fiUntly curved, 80ft and 
flexible its whole length, comprell8ed at base, the point smooth, de. 
pre_d, somewhat dilated and obtuse; both mandibles furrowed 
each side, to their tips. NOSTRILS situated in the furrows, basal, 
linear, pervious, and covered by a membrane. FEET 4 toed; tarBU8 

slender; fore toes rather long and slender, generally divided; hiud 
toe very ahort, acarcely touching the ground. WiagB moderate, 1st 
primary longest. Tail rather short, of 12 feathers. 

The sexes similar in color, but the female somewhat larger. The 
young differ from the adults. They moult twice in the year, greatly 
changing the color of their plumage; the autunmal dreBl is com
monly a mixture of white and cinereous; the dress of summer and 
of the period of reproduction, being a mixture of the more decided 
colors of black and rufous. 

These gregl1l:ioUB birds migrate and breed in flocks, often compos
ed of different species, and dwell in marshes near rivera, luee, and 
particularly. the vicinity of the ocean; the-y frequent aandJ couts, 
muddy shores, or the rocka covered with sea weeds, where they collect 
their subsistence, consisliar principally of coleoptera, larve, worms, 
8DIali cruetacea, molluscous animals, and minute bivalve shell fish, 
which they often probe out of their retreats, by inserting the point 
of their flexible and somewhat sensitive bills; accommodating them
Belves alao to circumstances, they drink, and quench their thirst, in
wfFerently with either salt or freeh water. They generally migrate 
along the borders of the sea, but sometimee also follow the meanders of 
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rivers. Vagabond and wild in their habits, some of the apeoieahave 
lIPread themselves over the whole world; but in general, they seek 
out the remotest wilds of the north in which to JIIIII', without 
molestation, the period of reproduction. 

SubgenUB.-TRINGA. (True Sandpipers.) 

WITB the anterior toes all cleft to the bue. 

CAPE CURLEW, OR SANDPIPER. 

('l'ringa aubarquata, TEIIII. &olopaz o,friea7I.tJ, GIIEL. i. p. 655. sp. 
19. NumemU8 a.friutRWI, LATH. L'.Illuuette de mer, BUFFO", PI. 
Enlum, 851. a good figure in the commencing moult of winter.) 

SP. CBAIU.CT.-BiJJ much longer than the head, somewhat arched; 
rump white; middle tail feathers longest, the lateral ones white 
internally; tarsus shorter than the bill, 1:1 inches long. - Sum_ 
plumage varied with black and rufous, beneath reddish brown. 
Wimer plumage, cinereouB, beaeath white. 

OF this species very little is known. It frequents the 
sea coast and the borders of lakes, and is sometimes seen 
in the interior of the countries it frequents. Like most 
species of the genus, it is migratory in the spring and autumn, 
and at such times proceeds in flocks along the coast, or on 
the borders of large rivers. They are seen in Switzerland 
and France; nesting sometimes in Holland upon the margins 
of water courses, laying 4 or 5 eggs, which are yellowish, 
with brown spots. The food of this bird is usually small 
insects, and worms, as well as the lterbage of some of the 
sea weeds, (Puci.) So wide are the devious wanderings 
of this cosmopolite pigmy, that Temminck obtained a ~ 
cimen from Senegal, another from the Cape of Good Hope, 
(as is also indicated by Latham's name of the Cape Cur
lew,) and a third from North America. 
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The Long Dilled Sandpiper is about 8i inches long; by about l5i 
inches in alar streteh. Dill black, an inch and a half long, and 
bent. Winter plumage of the adults.-The face, line over the eyes, 
throat, upper tail coverts, vent, and all the lower parts pure white. 
A brown line between the bill and eye. Top of the head, back, 
acapulars, and wing coverts, of a cinereous brown, with smnll touches 
of a deeper color along the shafts. Nape striped longitudinally with 
brown, and bordered with whitish; the fore part of the neck and 
breast the same, but paler. Tail grey, edged with white, the outer 
feathers white within. Iris brown. Feet and legs pnle green, brown 
or blackish-grey when dry. 

In the young, before thejirllt moult, the colors are nearly as in the 
winter plumage of the adults, but the feathers, of the middle of the 
back, the scapulars, and wing coverts, are of a blackish ash color, all 
fringed and terminated by a large band of yellowish-white. No 
distinct spots on the breast, which is faintly clouded with yellowish, 
white, and pale brown. The bill is nlready long and feebly arched; 
and the feet brown. - Numenius pygnueus, DECOSTE!!'. 

Plumage of Sll1nmCT and the nuptial season. The face, line over 
the eye, and throat white, dotted with brown. Summit of the head 
black, the fcathers with rufous bordcrs. Nape rufous, with small 
longitudinal touches of black. Throat, breast, vent and abdomen, 
of a reddish.brown, often sprinkled with small spots of brown, or 
at times varied with some white feathers. Upper and lower tail 
coverts white, transversely lined with black and rufous. Back, 
Bcapulars, and large wing coverts, deep black, upon the borders of 
these feathers are a row of angular bright rufous spots, most of them 
tipt with pale ash color. Tail of a blackish ash, edged with white. 

OBS. - Individuals differ in size according to local circumstances; 
and in the female the bill is always longer than in the male. 
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DUNLIN, OR OX-BIRD. 

(Tringa alpi1UL, Lll'I. WILSON, vii. p. 25. pI. 56. fig. 2. Red-backed 
Sandpiper, [summer dress.] T. 'DIJriabilis, TEJIIJII. also T. tindu, 
LIN. (The Purre.) WILSON, vii. p. 39. pI. 57. fig . 3. [winter dress.] 
Phil. Museum, No. 4094, and 4126.) 

SP. CUARAcT. -BilI black, longer than the head, slightly curved at 
the point; rump blackish ; middle tail feathers longest; tarsus 
little more than an inch long. - Summer plumage varied with black 
and rufous, beneath black and white. Winter dress ashy-brown, 
beneath white. 

THE Dunlin, or Red-backed Sandpiper of the United 
States, according to the season of the year, is met with 
throughout the northern hemisphere ; penetrating, in Ameri
ca, during the summer season, to the utmost habitable verge 
of the Arctic circle, and even breed in that remotest of lands, 
the ever wintry shores of Melville Peninsula. They like
wise inhabit Greenland, Iceland, Scandinavia, the A1ps or 
Siberia, and the coasts of the Caspian. In the southem 
hemisphere, they sometimes even wander as far as the Cape 
of Good Hope; and are found in Jamaica, other of the West 
India Islands, and Cayenne. In the autumn they are seen 
around Vera Cruz, and with other Sandpipers, probably, ex-
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posed for sale in the market of Mexico. At the same ~me, 
many, as the Purres in their winter dreBB, remain through 
the greatest part of the winter within the milder limits or 
the Union; frequenting, at times, in great numbers, the 
coasts of both Carolinas during the month of February; 
flitting, probably, to and fro with every vaccillating change 
of temperature, being naturally vagabond, and no where fix
ed for any considerable time, until their arrival at the ultimate 
Thule of the continent, where they barely stay long enough 
to rear a single brood, destined, as soon as they are a~le, 
to wander with the rest, and swell the aerial host, whose 
sole delight, like the untiring Petrels of the storm, or the 
ambitious Albatross, is to be in perpetual action; and are 
thus, by their associated numbers, obliged perpetually to rove 
in quest of their transient, periodical, and varying prey. 

In the middle states, the Dunlins arrive on their way to 

the north, in April and May; and in September and Oc
tober, they are again seen pursuing the route to their hybee
nal retreat in the south. At these times they often mingle· 
with the flocks of other strand birds, from which they are 
distinguishable by the rufous color of their upper plu
mage. They frequent the muddy flats and shores of the salt 
marshes, at the recess of the tide, feeding on the worms, in
sects and minute shell-fish, which such places generally af
ford. They are also very nimble on the strand, frequenting 
the sandy beaches which bound the ocean, running and 
gleaning up their prey with great activity, on the reflux of 
the waves. 

These birds, when in their hybemal dreBB, are seen, in 
conjunction with several species, sometimes collecting to
gether in such flocks, as to seem at a distance, like a mov
ing cloud, varying in form and appearance every instant, 
while it performs its circuitous, waving, and whirling ev~ 
lutions along the shores with great rapidity; alternate)y. 
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bringing its dark and white plumage into view, it forms a 
very grand and imposing topectacle of the sliblime instinct 
and power of nature. At such times, however, the keen gun
ner, without losing much time in empty contemplation, makes 
prodigious slaughter in the timid ranks of the Purres; while 
as the showers of their companions fall, the whole body ot:
ten alight, or descend to the surface with them, until the 
greedy sportsman becomes satiated with destruction. 

The Dunlins breed plentifully on the Arctic coasts of 
America, nesting on the ground in the herbage, laying 3 or 
" very large eggs, of an oil-green, marked with irregular 
spots of liver-brown, of different sizes and shades, confluent 
at the larger end. 1\Ir. Pennant also received the eggs of 
this kind from Denmark, so that the range in which they 
breed, no less than that in which they migrate, is very ex
tensive. 

The length of the Dunlin is from 8, to SA inches. The bill black, 
about an inch long. In the tcinlcr plul/wge of the adults of both snell, 
the throat, line from the upper mnndihle to the eye, u.ll the under 
ruts, (with the exception of the 3 exterior feathers of the under tail 
coverts,) pure white. Breast whitish-nsh. A line between the bill 
and eye, and all the upper parts of a greyish-brown, with de(>per tints 
u.long the shafts of the feathers. RUlIIP, intermediate feathers of the 
upper tail coverts, nnd the two middle feathers of the tail, of a black
illh-brown; lateral tail feathers cinereous, bordered with white. Iris, 
and feet of a blackish·brown. - T. cinclU4, of authors. 

Nuptial alUisulllmer plumage. The throat whiie, face, sidos and fore 
part of the neck, sides of the head and breast, white, faintly tinged 
with rufous, the feathers 8treaked lengthwise with black. Vent and 
abdomen wholly black, often, according to the epoch of the year, varied 
with some white feathers. Feathers of the head, black in their centres, 
bordered with rufous brown. Back, scapulars, and greater coverts, 
biack, the black wideiy bordered with bright rufou8, and tipt with 
wliitish-asli. The 31ateru.l feathers of the upper tail coverts white 
only oil their outet barbll. Tail feathers blackish-ash, bordered with 
white. - T. alpi7UJ, of authors. T. flGriabilis, MEYER. TEll •. 
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Usnal fIIOtIlti1Ig plU'llltWII, and that of tie '!If1U'IIIl i1& IlUMJ&n. With 
the throat, line from the upper mandible to the eye, abdomen, and 
lower tail coverts, white. A brown line between the eye and the bill. 
Throat and breast ofa rufous yellow, with longitudinal brown spots. 
Some spots of blackish-brown upon the vent, numerous or scattered. 
Plumes of the back and scapulars black, bordered with pale rufou. 
and yellowish; mingled with patches of ash-colored feathem, indi
cative of the passage into the winter livery. Wing coverts brown, 
bordered with yellowish-rufous. - In the ywag bird the bill is 
straight; and in the old its length often varies. - In a ymmg biTd 
(now before me,) with the wings, feet, and bill of T. cincllUl, the up
per part of the back and the scapulars are brownish-ash, scarcely edrd 
with whitish. The whole neck, head, face and breast, brownish
uh, pale on the latter, with the centre of the feathem darker: l1anb 
also sparingly spotted with the same, the rest of the under plllJllag(' 
white. 

SCHINZ'S SANDPIPER. 

(7Tinga Sclainzii, BREHM. BONAP. Synop •. et Am. Om. iv. p. 69. pI. 
24. fig. 2. [winter dress].) 

SP. CHARACT.-As in the preceding; but the specie. smaller, with 
the bill proportionably smaller; the white, upper tail coverts more 
extenaive. 

THIS species, so nearly related to the preceding, is also com
mon to both continents; penetrating inland in America, to the 
western plains of the Mississippi, and inhabiting the shores 
of the small lakes, which skirt the plains of the Saskat
chewan, and probably the remoter wilds of the Arctic 
circle. According to Bonaparte, they are rather common on 
the coast of New Jersey in autumn, and Mr. Oakes met with 
this species in the vicinity of Ipswich, in Massachusetts. 
They are either seen in flocks by themselves, or accompany
ing other Sandpipers, which they entirely resemble in their 
habits and food; frequenting marshy shores, and the borden 
of lakes and brackish waters. They assoei.te in the breed-
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jng season, and are then by no means shy j but during au
tumn, accompanying different birds, they become wild and 
restless. Their voice resembles that of the Dunlin, but 
is more feeble j and they nest near their usual haunts, by 
lakes and marshes, laying" eggs, smaller than those of T. 
"lpina, of a yellowish-grey, spotted with olive or chestnut
brown. 

The length or thia species is 1, to 7' inches; alar extent 14. BiD 
nearly an inch long, compressed and black from the base, (brown, 
Ridulrd8tm.) - Winter druB, The crown, neck above, and intemcapu
lary region, of an ashy-brown, darker in the centre of each feather. 
Upper tail coverts white, blackish along the shafts, and towards the 
margin of the outer vanes. A whitiah stripe from the bill over each 
eye. Cheeke, sides of the neck, and breast, whitish, streaked with 
pale dusky, along the shafts of the feathers. Throat, and all the rest 
of the parts beneath, white. Wing cm'erts darker than the body, 
with pale margins, inner great coverts with white tips. Primariee 
blackish-ash, secondaries palet, margined with whitish. Tai12! inch-
88 long, the 4 lateral feathers each aide, nearly equal in length, pale 
uh, margined and _hafted with white, the 5th each aide blackisla-

• ash, a little longer than the preceding, with a pure white marginal tip 
on the inner web; the 2 middle feathers longest, and blacki.h. Feet 
blackiah: tareus 7 eight. of an inch long.-The Sttmtur dreBB ana
logous to that of T. tdpina, but the colors leA bright; the breast neY
t>r 80 broadly black. &'mmer druB.-Centres of the upper pluMCp 
blackish-brown, the edges ferruginous on the shoulders and aca~ 
1l1ara; but grey on the neck, po~rior part of the back, and rump. 
Lateral tail coverts white, marked near the tips with clove-brown; 
the central pair blackiah-brown, tipped with white. Tail feathea 
broccoli-brown, edged with white, the central pair blackish-brown 
with narrow edgings, rather acute, and longer than the others. 
Wings blackish.brown; margins of the lesser coven. paler; outer 
borders of the quills, centres of their .hafts, and the tipe of the .... 
eondarie. and greater coverts, white. Region of the bill, a streak 0Jl 

the lotel, and the ear feathers browni.h. Below, white; but with 
the aidet of the head, throat, breast and flanks, spotted with blackish
brown. Bill dark-browD, paler at the base of the lower mandible. 
Morter than the head, Btniaht, the tip dt>prelled and slightly droop
IDI·-(-.I ... ) 
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PECTORAL SANDPIPER. 

(TriflgtJ pectoralitl, BONAr. Synope. et Am. Om. iv. p. 43. pI. 23. fig. 
2. [summer drell.] Pelid_ pectorali6, Bu, in Long's Expedition.) 

8r. CHARAcT.-Bill about the length of the head, compreBBed at 
the sides, and dull reddish-yellow at the hue; rump black; middle 
tail feathers longest; feet ali ve color, tarsus one inch long. - SU1ll

""'r plumage varied with black and rufous, beneath white; breast 
rufo-cinereous, !ineated with blackish. Wimer drUB, cinereous
brown, beneath white? 

TUls conspicuous species of Sandpiper, first detected by 
Mr. Say, is by no means uncommon in various parts of the 
United States; migrating north, and perhaps west, to breed, 
as they are common in the remote plains of the Mississippi, 
and retire at the approach of winter to the southern limits 
of the Union, being met with at this season also in the West 
Indies. According to d' Azara and Bonaparte they are 
found even in Brazil and at Montevideo. They are killed in 
abundance on the shores of Cohasset, and other parts of 
Massachusetts Bay, and are brought in numbers to the 
market of Boston, being very fat and well flavored. They 
arrive in flocks about the close of August, and continue 
here, as well as in New Jersey, till the month of September, 
and perhaps into October. In some instances, solitary 
individuals have been killed in the marshes of Charles river, 
in Cambridge, about the 22d of July; these were in com
pany with the flocks of small SllI}dpipers (T. Wilsonii,) but, 
whether pairs may perhaps breed in the neighboring marsh
ee, or not, we have not had the means of ascertaining. 

While here, they feed on small coleoptera, larne, and the 
common green Ulva laltissima, as well as some species o( 
Pucus or se~weed, 00 whieh they become very fat. They 
utter a low plaintive whistle when started, very similar to that 
of eome other speeiea. Like the Snipe, they seem fond of 
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damp meadows and marshes, and solitary individuals are 
often surprised by the sportsman in the manner of that bird. 

The Pectoral Sandpiper is commonly about 10 inches in length, 
though individuals sometimes occur a full inch shorter. Bill from the 
rictus, or opening of the mouth, a little more than an inch, of a pur
plish f1esh.color, inclining to yellow below, and nearly black at the 
tip. ~gs and feet olive. Upper plumage (in summer ,) abov!: black, 
deepest on the head, back, and scapulars, fading into dusky on the 
neck, and wing coverts, with all the feathers bordered with rufous, 
deepest on the head and shoulder of the wings, in the pale parts of 
the edgings becoming gradually and softly diluted into, or mixed with, 
white. Outer edges of the scapulars and contiguous plumage, white : 
larger wing coverts edged with white ollly. Quill. all 8pOtlUII and 
dusky, the shaft of the first, white. Rump black, white at the sides. 
Under plumage, throat and breast, to the shoulders of the wings 
blackish·ash, extending in lines along the shafts of the feathers, 
which are there broadly tipt with brownish·white; the rest of the 
plumage and chin, nearly white. - In yaung birds, the black feath
ers of the rump are faintly edged with rufous: the plumage of the 
breast is paler, more broadly and delicately edged with rufous white, 
a color also pervading the chin, which is likewise without spots, 
(but in the adult more white, and always more or less mot
tled.) Long axillary feathers white. In some birds the rufous edg
ings of the back and scapulars are diluted with yellowish. -In the 
old birds of nmmer before moulting, the wing coverts and tertiaJa 
are worn to sharp points, and divested of their rufous margins, in 
consequence of their constant habit, (in common with other species) 
of threading their way through the sedge grass of the marshes, in 
que8t of insects. - Whether this species becomes white on the breast 
in winter, or not, I cannot say, from experience, but doubt the fiu:L 
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BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER. 

(7'ringa ruJUCtmB, VEILLOT, U 7'ringa rotU4tre, Nouv. Diet. d'Hillt. 
Naturelle 2de. edit. xxxiv. p. 470. Eneycl. Method. p. 1050. 
YAIlIlEL. in Lin. Transact. xvi. p. 109. t. 2.) 

Sr. CRARACT. - Bill blackish, scarcely the ll'ngth of the head, near
ly straight; below pale ferruginous; inner webB of the primaries 
mottled; rump blackish; 1l'1I and feet brown: tarsus 15 lines 
long. - SU11I1M1' plvmage varied with black and brownish-rufous; 
beneath rufous, much paler on the abdomen. Winter dreu un
known. 

TUls elegant species, some seasons, is not uncommon in 
the market of Boston, in the month of August and Septem
ber, being met with near the capes of Massachusetts Bay. 
My friend, Mr. Cooper, has also obtained specimens from 
the vicinity of New York; and it was first discovered by 
Veillot, in the then territory of Louisiana, so that, cours
ing along the shores of the Mississippi, and thus penetrating 
inland, it probably proceeds, as well as in the vicinity of 
the sea coast, to its northern destination, to breed, and is 
often here associated with the Pectoral Sandpiper, which 
it resembles very much in size, and bill, though perfectly 
distinct in plumage. As a proof, how wide it wanders, 
this species has also been rarely obtained, even in France 
and England, and a specimen figured in the Li~nrean 

Transactions of London, is there given as a new addition to 
the Fauna of that country. It was shot in September 1826, 
in the parish of Melbourne, Cambridgeshire, in comp~y 
with the Siberian Plover or Guignard (Claaradrius mm
fIellIu.) 

Its food, while here, consists principally of land and ma
rine insects, particularly grasshoppers, which abounding in 
the autumn, become the favorite prey of a variety of birds j 
even the Turnstone at this season, laying aside his arduous 
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employment, is now content to feed upon these swuming 
and easily acquired insects. 

The length of the Bu1f'·Breasted Sandpiper is from 8 to 9 inches. 
The bill is slender, very slightly curved, brownish-black, t of an 
inch measured from above, an inch from the rictus, and from this 
part to the occiput about the same. Top of the head dark brown, 
the feathen edged with very light brown; back of the neck light 
brown, with minute longitudinal darker spots, the back darker, the 
reathen tipt with brown. Wing coverts palish brown. Primaries 
dusky-brown, tipt with white, shafts, except the first, dusky; the 
tertials and tail coverts brown, edged with a lighter tint. Tail 
wedge-formed, the middle feathers dusky-brown, the lateral ones light 
brown bordered with dusky and fringed with white. Below pale ru
fous; abdomen, flanks, and under tail coverts nearly white, sides of the 
neck fainUy spotted; anterior portions of the under surface of the 
wing rufous brown, the outer part spotted, under wing coverts pUle 
white. Outer webs of the primaries dusky, inner half of the inner 
web. beautifully mottled with dark specks; secondaries also mottled 
at their buea. Legs bare half an inch above the knee. Middle toe 
7 eights of an inch. Tarsus Ii inches. - In the yuung birds the • 
tints are much lighter, the primaries more spotted, Borne of the inner 
wing coverts also mottled; all the upper plumage more broadly 
edged with pale buff, on the back inclining to white. The color be
npath is also buff, becoming almost white on the belly and vent. 

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER. 

(Tringa piatyrAi1WJ. TEll •• BOIIAP. Nu7lU1tiu pygmmu, L.LTB. 

nee BECBST. Naum. Vog. t. 10. fig. 22. [summer adult].) 

SP. CHARAcT.-Bill longer than the hpad, slightly curved at the 
point, much depressed and reddish-grey at base; rump black; mid
dle tail feathers longest; feet greenish-ash; tarsus 10 or 11 linea 
long. - Summer plumage varied with black and rufous; beneath 
pure white. Winter dress, ash-color, white beneath. 

To IS species, according to Temminck and Bonaparte, 
common to both continents, is of very rue occurrence in the 
United States. In the high boreal regions of Europe and 
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America, it is met with in marshes, near the Bell, as usual, 
and feeds upon small insects and worms. It breeds probably 
in the remote and desolate regions of the Arctic circle. It is 
a bird of passage, seen along the banks of rivers in the 
eastern parts of Europe, and is not uncommon in the spring 
eeason on the borders of lakes in Switzerland. 

The length of this species is about 7 inches. The head, and hind 
head is of a blackish.brown, divided by two longitudinal rufous 
bands; line over the eyes white with brown dots; the stripe between 
the bill and the eye of a blackish-brown; sides of the head whitish, 
.uiped with brown; nape uh-color, striped with the BalDe. Back 
and seapulars black, slenderly edged with rufous, the latter with 
longitlldinal touches of whitish upon their outer webs. Wing cov
erts blackish towards their ends, the feathers tipped with reddish 
white. Throat, vent, and abdomen white; the sides and fore part of 
the neck reddish white, with small brown stripes along the shafts, all 
terminated with white. Some large brown spots upon the ftanks; 
and upon the white feathers of the lateral tail coverts are some lan-

• ceolate spots. Middle tail feathers black, bordered with rufoUB; the 
lateral, and quills edged with pale grey. Bill black, but reddish
grey at base.- Summer plumage. In the YUU7&f/, the colors are 
fainter. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER. 

(Tri1llfa maritima, BRmncH. Orn. Borealis, No. 182. GIIEL. L.a.TB. 
Ind. Orn. ii. p. 731. sp. 18. TnM. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 6l!l. [ed. 
alt.] BONAr. Am. Orn. Mss. T. 71igrica1l8, Lin. Trans. iv. p. 
40. t. 2. fig. 2. T. striata, GMEL. i. p. 672. LATH. Striated Sand
piper, Aret. Zoo!. xi. No. 383.. LATH. Byn. v. p. 176. Selnifl/!Ifr 
Sarulpipllr, LATH. 8yn. v. p. 173. 15? Arct. Zool. ii. p. 480.) 

Sr. CH.a.RACT.-BiIIlonger than the head, hardly curved at the 
point, compressed and reddish at the base; rump black; the mid
dle tail feathers longest; feet reddish-yellow, the naked apace 
above the knee very small. - Summlfr plumage purplish-black, va
ried with white and rufous; beneath whitish, with dUBky spots. 
Willtlfr drus, blackish, beneath whitish, streaked with dUBky. 

TUE Purple Sandpiper, is another of those wandering 
species common to the cold regions of both continents, COD-

i!F 
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fining its visits principally to the rocky and shelving Bee 

coasts, where it obtains in more abundance, the minute 
crustacea, mol use a, and the fry of sheU-fish, which adhere 
commonly to the sea weeds or Fuci in such situations; and 
I!O peculiar is this habit, that in Holland, where they are 
now common, they have only appeared with the existence 
and advancement of the artificial moles which have been 
built. In Norway, along the rocky shores of the Baltic, 
and on similar coasts of the Mediterranean, in the west 
of England, and around Hudson's Bay, they are common. 
In Russia, Siberia, and Ioeland, they are also found, but 
less frequent. In other parts of America they are scarcely 
ever seen. Leaving the inclement coasts of their nativity, 
they proceed probably by Greenland, and migrate direcdy 
to the rocky coasts of Norway, and in the course of the 
winter visit, for a while, the colder parts of Europe. Ac
cording to Dr. Richardson, they breed abundandy on the 
shores of Hudson's Bay, as well as in that coldest and most 
desolate of boreal climates, Melville Peninsula; laying the 
usual number of eggs, which are of a pyriform figure 16l 
lines long, and an inch across at the larger end. They are 
yellowish-grey, interspersed with small irregular spots of 
pale hair-brown, more abundant at the larger end, and rare 
at the other. It is seldom seen inland, or on the borders of 
'rivers, where its appearance is accidental; its piping note is 
very similar to that of other species; is not shy, often 
caught in snares, and the flesh accounted palatable. 

Length of the Purple Sandpiper 8 inches or upwards. In the 
wnnter plumage the top of the head, cheeks, and the sides and fore 
part of the neck, blackish-grey. Throat, space around the eye, and 
a BJIlall spot between the eye and bill, whitish-ash; breast grey, the 
feathers terminated with white crescents. Back and scapularB vio
let black with purple reftections, the feathers tipped with dark 
ash. Wing coverts blackish, edged with pale ash. Lower parts 
white, theftanks, however, marked with large spots of dark ash, aDd 
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the lower tail coverts with blackish laDceo1ate IJIO'" Rump aDd the 
two central tail feathers black, all the others ash, edged with white. 
Bill black, reddish at base, 1 inch 2 lines measured from above; in the 
female often as much as a quarter of an inch longl'r. Legs and feet 
ochre-yellow. Iris blackish. - In old indiwiduals the violet and pur
ple reflections are most lively. - In young birds the black of the 
plumage is duller, with pale rufous edgings, and the wing coverts 
broadly edged with white; with large longitudinal spo.. upon the 
flanks and abdomen. The base of the bill and feet also pale yl'llow
ish. Summer pillmage.-Summit of the head, back, mantle and 
scapulars, violet black, the feathers bordefl'd and tipt by a wide edg
ing of pure white, or touched laterally with a tinge of rufous. Fore 
part of tlte neck, breast, and vent, marked with blackish oval and 
lanceolate spo .. upon a greyish-white ground, appearing in longitu
dinal stripes upon ilie tail coverts; middle ofilie abdomen pure white. 

STINT, OR LITTLE SANDPIPER. 

(Tringa pusilla, LIII. GMEL. Syst. ii. p. 681. BECHST. Naturg. DeuL 
iv. p. 308. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 131:1. 8. [excl. syn. WILSOII, et BON
AP.] Little Sandpiper, Mon. Orn. Dict. FLEMING. Brit. Anim. p. 
108. Little Stint, or LUI.8t Snipe, BEWICK, Brit. Birds, ii. pp. 122. 
Brtntm &nnpiper, Brit. ZooI. ii. No. 195. Tringa Temminekii, 
LEISLER, Nachtr. zu BECHST. Naturg. Deut. Hept. i. p. 65,9,70, 
73. TUM. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 622. et PI. Color. 41. fig. 1.) 

SP. CHAR_~CT. -Bill shorter than the head, nearly straight; rump 
blackish; feathers of the tail graduated, one or two of the outer 
pure white. - Summer plumage black, varied with rufous, beneath 
except the breast, white. Winter dTBtls, ashy-brown, beneath 
principally white. 

THIS small species, the Little Stint, subsequently dedi. 
cated to one who has so well elucidated the history of these 
variable and protean birds, is again a common inhabitant 
of the Arctic circle throughout the northern hemisphere, 
from whence after the breeding season, accumulating in hun-
gry flocks, they abandon for a while their natal regions, and 
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like the 'fatarian hordes of antiquity, but harmlel!ll!l in their 
inroads, they spread themselves at the early approach of the 
byperboreal winter, into different parts of the German em
pire; frequenting now the borders of lakes and rivers, along 
the course of which they pursue their emigrations, feeding 
as they offer, upon various kinds of small insects. Their 
visits in the United States are very rare; they appear equal
ly, stragglers and wanderers upon the lake of Geneva, in 
Switzlerland, and in the vicinity of the Tiber at Rome; at 
such times they may very probably visit the interior of 
France, as they do occasionally Great Britain. They are 
not noticed, (though probably confounded with Wilson's 
T. pUllilla,) in Parry and Richardson's account of the Are
tic regions; their manners, as well as plumage and size, in 
all probability, being so very similar, that the history of one, 
often necessarily includes that of others. Their breeding 
retreats, yet unknown, are probably far to the north. 

The length of this species is about 6 inches. - In the liflery oj wi a
ter, all the upper parts are dark brown, with tints of blackish-brown 
along the shafts of the feathers. Breast, and fore part of the neck 
rufous-ash. Throat, all the lower parts, and lateral coverts of the tai
white, intermediate tail coverts blackish; the 4 middle feathers uhyl 
brown, the others whitish, and the exterior pure white. Bill and 
legs brown. - In the yuung oj Ute year, all the upper parts are black
ish-ash, paler on the hind head, and, except on the last, edged with 
yellowish. The scapulara blackish towards theirextremities; breast 
and sides of the neck, ash, slightly tinged with rufous. Throat, su
pereiliary ridge, and lower parts, white; all the feathers of the tail, 
except the outer, tipped with pale rufous. Legs and feet greenish
brown. - Summer plumoge: Above black, the feathers widely bor
dered with deep rufous. Front, fore part of the neck and breast, ru
fous ash, with very small longitudinal stripes of black. Throat, 
lower parts, and lateral tail feathers, white; central tail featheR 
blackish·brown, bordered wjth deep rufou8. 
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PIGMY SANDPlPEIt. 

(Tri1llftl minula, "LEISLER, Nachtr zu BECRn. Naturg.l>eut. Heft. 
i. p. 74." TUIII. ii. p. 624. NAUIII. Vog. t. 21. fig. 30. [young.] 
BONAP. Synops. No. 254. RICHARDSON, North. Zoo], ii. p. 385.) 

Sr. CUARACT. - BiJIshorter than the head, straight; rump blackish; 
the mdn- as well as the middle tail feathcrs, longer than the rest, 
the lateral bnes dark ash, edged with white; the tarsus longer 
than the bill, about 10 lines. - Summer plumage blackish, varied 
with rufous, bencath, except the breast, white. Winter dreu ci
nereous, below principally white. 

THIS is another ambiguous species, scarcely distinguish
able from the preceding and following, but much nlore ex
tensively dispersed over the world; and, though in the breed
ing season immured in the desolate regions of the north, at 
the early approach of winter, the pigmy bands, leaving the 
arctic wilderness, are now seen wandering along the borders 
of rivers in Germany, France, Italy, Holland, and Switzer
land, (being common on the lake of Geneva,) and extending 
their periodical voyages beyond Europe, have been killed even 
in Bengal in India. Though rare, they are not less widely 
migratory on the present continent, appearing in the autumn 
in abundance, on the extensive marine flats at the estuaries 
of Nelson's and Hayes' rivers, in the distant fur countries; 
afterwards visiting Nova Scotia, and usually passing at once 
beyond the limits of the Union, they reappear, according to 
Veillot, in the islands of the Antilles, spreading themselves, 
in all probability, with the other similar species, throughout 
Mexico, and along the coasts of all the warmer parts 01 
America. Their actual breeding places, are, however, yet 
anknown; but their food, as usual, is very small worms, and 
fluviatile and marsh insects, which tbey commonly assemblo 
to collect at the recess of the tides. 

Digitized by Google 



120 WADING BIRDS. 

The Pigmy Sandpiper i8 about 6 inchel in length. - In the adult 
tIIiRter plumage of this species, all the upper parts are cinereoWl, 
and blackish-brown along the ahafte of the feathers. Sides of the 
breast ashy-rufous. A brown stripe between the eye and bill. Mid
dle of the breast, throat, superciliary stripe, fore part of the neck, 
all the lower parts, with. the exception of the lateral feathers of 
the upper tail coverts, white. Lateral tail feathers ashy.brown, 
edged with white; the 2 middle ones brown. Bill and feet brown
ish·black, the former 86 lineslong.- Summer plumage: with the 
lI11IJIJJlit of the head black, varied with bright rufous. Cheeks, 
aides of the neck, and of the breast, pale rufous, scattered with 
IIIIIIill brown angular spots. Superciliary stripe, throat, middle 
of the breast, and all the lower parts, white. Back, acapulara, wing 
GOverts, rump, and the 2 middle feathers of the tail, deep black, 
all broadly bordered and tipt with bright rufous; the lateral upper 
tail coverts alone excepted, which are white, with isolated spots. 
All the lateral tail feathers brown-ash, but edged with white. A 
specimen killed in July, by Dr. Richardson, had the legs wax-yel
low . -The yrnmg of the year very similar to those of the preceding 
and following species; the rufous borders of the feathers being paler, 
and inclining in Borne parts to yellow. 
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(Tringa *Wilsonii, NOBIS. Little SandpipE'r, (T. puli/la,) WILSO!C, 
(nec auct.) v. p. 32. pl . 37. fig . 4. BONAP. Synops. No. 255. Cin
c/U3 dominicensis minor, BRiss. v. p. 22'2. 13. t. 2:>. fig. 2. Phil. 
Museum, No. 41:kl.) 

SP. CUARACT. - Bill much shorter tllan the head, straight; rump 
blackish; the middle tail feathers longest, the lateral ones of equlll 
length with each other, datk ash.color, edged with white; tarsus 
about equal to the bill, 8 lines long. - SummM' plumage blackish, 
varied with rufou., beneath, ,>xcept tile breast, white. Winter 
dre811 cinereous, beneath principally white. 

THIS small, and nearly resident species, may be consid
ered as the most common and abundant in America, inhab
iting the shores and marshes of the whole continent, both 
to the north and south of the equator; retiring probably, 
with the inclemency of the season, indifferently, from either 
frigid circle, towards the warmer and more hospitable re
gions within the tropics. They are consequently seen, 
apring and autumn, in all the markets of the Union, as well 
as in those of the West Indies, Vera Cruz, and in the in
terior as far as Mexico. Captain Cook also found them on 
the opposite side of the continent, frequenting the shores 

it 
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of Nootka Sound. The great mass of their pigmy host ~ 
tire to breed within the desolate lands of the Arctic circle, 
where, about the 20th of May, or as soon as the snow .,. 
gins to' melt, and the rigors of the long and nocturnal 
winter relax, they are again seen to return to the shores and 
the swampy borders of their native lakes, in the inclement 
parallel of 660 • Though shy and quailing on their first arri
val, with many other aerial passengers oflike habits, they con
tribute to give an air of life and activity, to these most drea
ry, otherwise desolate, and inhospitable regions ofthe earth. 
Endowed with different wants and predilections from the 
preceding hosts, whose general livery they wear, they never 
seemingly diverge in their passage so far to the eastward as 
to visit Greenland, and the contiguous extremity of northern 
Europe, being unknown in the other continent; and migra
ting always towards the south, they have thickly peopled 
almost every part of the country that gave them birth. 

The Peeps, as they are here called, are seen in the salt 
marshes around Boston, as early as the 8th of July; indeed, 
so seldom are they absent from us in the summer season, 
that they might be taken for denizens of the state, or the 
neighboring countries, did' we not know that they repair, at 
an early period of the spring, to their breeding resorts in the 
distant north; and that, as yet, numerous and familiar as 
they are, the nest, and history of their incubation is wholly 
unknown. 

When they arrive, now and then aeeompanied by the 
Semipallllated species, the air is sometimes, as it were, 
clouded with their flocks. Companies led from place to 

. place, in quest of food, are seen whirling suddenly in circles, 
with a desultory flight, at a distance resembling a swarm of 
hiving bc!'!', seeking out some objeet on which to settle. At 
this tinw, deceiving them by an imitation of their sharp and 
queruluus whistle, the fowler approaches, and adds destruc-
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tiOD to the confusion of their timorous and restless ffight. 
Flocking together for common security, the fall of their com
panions, and their plaintive cry, excites so much sympathy 
among the harmless Peeps, that, forgeting their own safety, 
or not well perceiving the cause of the fatalitY,which the gun 
spreads among them, they fall sometimes into such a state of 
confusion, as to be routed with but little effort, until the 
greedy sportsman is glutted with his timorous and infatuated 
game. When much disturbed, they, however, separate into 
small and wandering parties, where they are now seen glean
ing their fare of larvlE, worms, minute shell-fish, and insects 
in the salt marshes, or on the muddy and sedgy shores of tide 
rivers and ponds. At such times they may be very nearly ap
proached, betraying rather a heedless familiarity, than a 
timorous mistrust of their most wily enemy; and even when 
rudely startled, they will often return to the same place in 
the next instant, to pursue their lowly occupation of scoop
ing in the mud, and bence probably originated the contemp
tible appellation of humility, by which they and some other _ 
small birds of similar habits have been distinguisbed. For 
the discovery of their food, their flexible and sensitive awl-like 
bills are probed into the mire, marshy soil, or wet sand, in the 
manner of the Snipe and Woodcock, and in this way they di. 
cover and route from their hidden retreats, the larvlE and soft 
worms which fOrm a principal part of their fare. At other 
times, they also give chase to insects, and pursue their call
iDg with amusing alacrity. When, at length startled, or 
about to join the company they have left, a sharp, short and 
UlOnotonous whistle, like the word peet, or peep is uttered, 
and they instantly take to wing, and course along with the 
company they had left. On seeing the larger marsh birds 
feeding, as the Yellow-Shanks and others, a whirling flock 
of the Peeps will descend amongst them, being generally 
allowed to feed in quiet; anti on the approach of the sports-
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man, these little timorous rovers are ready to give the alarm. 
At first a slender peep is heard, which is then followed by 
two or three others, and presently peet 'pip 'pip 'p'p mnr
murs in a lisping whistle through the quailing ranks, as they 
rise swanning on the wing, and inevitably entice with them 
their larger but less watchful associates. Towards evening, 
in fine weather, the marshes almost reecho with the shrill, 
but rather murmuring or lisping, subdued, and querulous call 
of peet, and then a repetition of pe-dee, pe-cUt!, dee dee, which 
seems to be the collecting cry of the old birds calling t()o 

gether their brood, for, when assembled, the note changes 
into a confused murmur of peel, peet, attended by a short 
and suppressed whistle. 

At most times, except in the spring, they are fat, and well 
flavored, though less esteemed than many of the other species, 
from their smallness, and an occasional sedgy taste, which 
deteriorates them. From the oily ·and deliquescent nature 
of the fat, which loads the cellular membrane in this hyper
boreal natal family of birds, we Olay, perhaps, perceive a con
stitutional reason, why most of them thrive better, and have 
such a predilection for those cool and temperate climates, 
in which they renew their exhausted vigor, and acquire 
the requisite strength and energy necessary for the period 
of reproduction. It is indeed certain, that those stragglers, 
which, from age or disability, remain, as it were, hermits, 
secluded from the rest of the wandering host, do neither 
propagate, nor fatten, while thus detained through summer in 
the warmer climates. Of this we have already mentioned 
instances, in the case of straggling Curlews, killed in this 
vicinity by the 18th of July, a period when the main mass 
of the species are engaged in feeding, or just hatching their 
tender young. 

This little Sandpiper, which we have named in bonor of 
Wilson, (certainly not being tbe species first intended as 
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7'ringa pruilla,) leaves us by the close of September, and 
departs from the Middle States, towards its remote hybemal 
retreats, in the course of the month of October. 

The present species, and BOme others, appear, occasion
ally, to feed partially on vegetable substances, as well lUI 

on animals; as I have found in their stomachs pieces appa
rently of Zostera roots, and fIower8 of the Marsh Plantain. 

The length of this species varies from 6A to 71 inches! (indeed 
Wilson gives only SA inches to the specimen he happened to meae
ure).-S!&m1lU1" pi.mage: with the top of the head, ba8e of the neck, 
scapulars, interscapulars, and lower row of wing coverts, dark 
brownish·black, bordered with chestnut, and pale yellowish-brown 
or rufous. Neck dusky-ash, with central dark spots. Lower part of 
the back, middle tail coverts, and central pair of tail feathers, black, 
edged with pale brown. Lateral tail coverts white, blotched with 
black; lateral tail feathers darkiah cinereoUl, faintly upt with white. 
Wings dusky black, the primary coverts, posterior primaries, and 
aecondaries tipped and edged with white. A dark line on the lores. 
Chin and superciliary stripe white, the latter dotted. Middle of the 
breast, belly, ftanks, under tail coverts, inner wing coverts, and 
thighll pnre white; sides of the breast and lower part of the throat 
pale rufous-ash, faintly streaked with pale brown. Bill blackieh. 
Legs dark brown. 

KNOT, OR ASH-COLORED SANDPIPER. 
('J'ringa cillM"ea, Lllnr. WILIOIf, vii. p. 36. pI. 57. fig. 2. [winter 

dreas.] T. 'TUfa, bID. (Red bTeuted Sa7Ulpipe-r.) vii. p 43. pl. 57. 
fig. 5. [summer dre88.] T. Ul7luta, i8landiea, ciflllrea, tJV6tr1lli6, 
-"a, grilea! GIIEL. Phil. Museum, No. 4050, and 4060.) 

S.. CRARACT. - Bill straight, scarcely longer than the head; rump 
white, barred with black; tail even.- Sum7IUT plwmtllfe black, 
varied with ferruginous, beneath dusky. Wiflte-r dreg, pale ash 
color, beneath white. The yong, dark ash, varied with black 
and white; beneath white. 

T~18 large and variable species, described under such a 
variety of names, is again a denizen of both continents, 

11-

Digitized by Google 



W UING BtIlD8, 

passing the summer or reproductive HellIOn in the utmost 
habitable limits of the arctic circle. Captain Parry's ad
venturous party found it breeding on Melville Peninsula, 
and in other partB of thoHe hyperboreal regions; as on Seal 
Islands, probably, near Chatteux Bay, as well as in the 
vicinity of Hudson's Bay, down to the 55th parallel. It is 
also supposed to breed in Denmark, and in the Orkney Isl
ands. They are iikewise met with in Iceland, on the shores 
of the Caspian, and the banks of the Don and Choper in 
Russia, and continuing eastward towards the American 
continent, in that direction, are again found in Siberia, 
and on the other side of the boreal circle at Nootka 
Bound. 

According to Mr. Hutchins, the Knot lays 4 eggs, on a 
tuft of withered grass, which are of a dun color, copiously 
marked with reddish spots. In Great Britain, this species 
ohiefly confines its visits to the fens of Lincolnshire, the 
Isle of Ely, and a few other places. Great flocks also, 
in the winter selllOn, visit the shores of Flintshire in Wales. 
In the fens they are taken in great numbers, in nets, by 
means of stuffed skins, called stale birds. According to 
Pennant, as many as fourteen dozen have been taken at 
once, the HellIOn being from August to November, as they 
migrate with the appearance of the first frosts. They are 
fattened and fed in the same manner as the Ruffs, and 
are by some even preferred as game. According to the 
account of Mr. Lewis, they sometimes even breed in Eng
land, arriving with the Ruffs, and laying a pale ferrugin
ous egg, in size rather inferior to that of the Lapwing, mark
ed with spots and streaks of rust-co~or and cinereous. 

About the middle of August, flocks of the Knot, stil) 
clad ill their nuptial and summer plumage, appear on the 
shores and in the marshes at the eastern extremity of Mas
sachusetts Bay, particularly around Chatham and the Vin-
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yard. In many, however, the moult of autumn has already 
commenced; but iIi the nearer vicinity of Boston, flocks of 
the young only are Been, disguised in the elegantly marked, 
and sober grey of winter. When not harll88ed they are by 
no means shy, allowing of a pretty near approach, while 
busily and sedately employed in gleaning their food along 
the strand, chiefly at the recess of the tide; where, in friendly 
company with the small Peep and other kindred species, 
the busy flocks are seen gleaning up the rejectamenta of 
the ocean, or quickly and intently probing the moist sand 
for worms and minute shell-fish, running nimbly before the 
invading surge, and profiting by what it leaves behind. 
They seem like a diminutive army, marshalled in rank, and 
spreading their animated lines, while perpetually engaged 
in an advance or retreat before the break of the resounding 
and ceaseless waves. Bred in solitudes, remote from the 
haunts of men, the young, in particular, seem unconscious of 
danger from the fowler, and a flock may sometimes be suc
cessively thinned by the gun, till the whole are nearly des
troyed; when wounded, however, they take to the water 
and swim with ease. 

On the coast of New Jersey and other parts of the Middle 
States, they arrive in October, and are seen along the strand 
in flocks, but disappear early in December, on their way 
south to their winter quarters within the tropics, as a mere 
variety, the T. australis, has been obtained in Cayenne. 
On their return, they appear on the coast of the Middle 
States early in May, on their way to their congenial retreats 
in the north; but at this time, few are to be seen compared 
with the accumulating flocks of autumn; while, at the 
same season, in Holland, they arc most abundant. Some 
of these birds, in their rufous plumage, have been observed 
to linger on the neighboring coast, till the 20th of July, so 
that they must either have bred in the vicinity, or have 
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passed the season in celibacy, lingering behind the migrating 
flocks; a habit which appears to be more or less common 
with many other of the aquatic and wading birds. 

The Knot, or Ash Colored Sandpiper is usually about 10 inches 
fong, and 20 in alar extent, though specimens occur from 9 to 
11 inches in length! In the winter plv:mage, the throat, and middle 
of the belly, is white. Front, superciliary stripe, sides and fore part 
of the neck, breast and flanks also white, but varied with small lon
gitudinal brown spots, and transverse zigzag ashy-brown bands. 
Head, neck, back, and seapulars pale ash, with the shafts of the 
feathers liver-brown. Rump, and upper tail coverts white, with 
black curving and zigzag bars. Wing coverts cinereous, edged with 
white, and the shafts dusky. Tail feathera pale cinereous, fringed 
with white. Bill, legs and feet, black, with a tint of olive. Irids 
hazel. The \lill in the adult, 1 inch 3 lines. In the young 1 inch 1 
line. - Tringa cinerCIJ., grilfefl, et canutulf, GMEL. Syst. i. p. 673. 
LUH. Ind. ii. p. 733. La ma~cI&e Grise. BUFF. Oia. vii. p. 531. 
Pl. Enlum, 366. 

In the ytYUJI{! of the year, the ash of the back and seapulara is very 
dark, and all the feathers terminating in two very narrow bordering 
crescents, or curving edges, the upper of which is dusky and the 
lower white. The head longitudinally, and cleared spotted with 
dusky-brown. A faint tint of rufous white upon the lower part of 
the throat and breast; a dusky mottled band from the eye to the 
bill. Bill shorter and paler than in the adult. - Tri1&lftl ciner., 
WILSOII. 

In the .svm1llll1" plumage, the wide superciliary stripe, throat, side. 
and forc part of the neck, breast, belly, and Hanks bright ferruginous. 
Nape rufous, with small longitudinal spots. Summit of the head, 
back, and seapulars, black, the feathers bordered with bright rufous; 
oval spots of the same upon the scapulara. Abdomen white, with 
touches of rufous, and spots of dusky brown. Upper tail coverts 
white, with black curving bars and rufous .pots. Tail f8llthers 
blackish-ash, fringed with white. - Tri1&lfa islandiea, GJI(EL. LATH. 

f'./errv.giJUa, MEYER. T. TUfa, WIL801l. 

The ytYU1&If, in the first moult of the spri1&lf, have all the bright fer
ruginOUB parts of the old, of a pale rufous; the summit of the head 
and nape yellowish-grey, with dusky-brown spots. There i. a 
mixture of blackish and pale rufous upon the top of the back i the 
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oval rufous apots on the acapulara, are very pale. Middle of the 
belly, and sometimes the breast varied with white feathers, which 
are spotted with brown. More cinereous feathers on the upper parts, 
and more white feathers upon the lower parts; the whole regulated 
by the epoch of the moult. - Calidris, BRJSS. Om v. p. 296. T. 
-ma, et australis, GMEL. LATH. Dusky, Speclded, and StnItAtna 
Sandpiper, of LATHAM. 

ODS. In this singular retrenchment of species, made by modem 
authors, I make little doubt but that several kinds of Knots are blend
ed together. I have lately seen in the portfolio of ~lr. Audubon, a 
drawing of a grey K1Wt, in which the dOBBal feathers are without 
creacents, and the bill and legs are ofa lively sap green,~. 

Subgenus. -MACHETES. (Cuvier.) 

WITH the outer and middle toe united by a membrane as far as 
the first joint. The males provided with peculiar ornaments during 
the continuance of the breeding season. 
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THE RUFF. 

(Tringa pugn4X, Lllfl" PUfl1IIlX. BRI!!. PhiUnnachtu, MCEHRllI'G. 
CorMaltanl, BUFF. Ois. vii. p. 521. t . 29. 30. [male.) T. littorea, 
G • .EL. i. p. 677. LATH. T. Grt1W'l1icerui8, b . T. equutm, b. Gatn
bet, and Y tllotD-legged Sandpiper, Mon. Orn. Diet. Totamu cinereu, 
BRJss. v. p. 203. 17. 2. [female and young.) Ruff and ~e, Brit. 
Zoo!. ii. No. 192. t. 69. DON. Brit. Birds, t . 19. BEWICI,ii. p. 95.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Bill slightly curved and enlarged towards the point; 
legs long; tail rounded, the two middle feathers btLnded, the 3 
lateral ones always of a single color. - The colors of individuals 
extremely variable. - The male in BUmmer, furnished with a. ruff' 
of long feathers on the occiput and sides of the throat, and with 
the fa.ce naked and warty.-Female, yw.ng, and autumnal mak, 
without the ruff. 

THE Ruff, no less than the family of Sandpipers, with 
which it is associated in the systems, is almost equally given 

, to wandering, being found , according to the season, dispersed 
in flocks throughout the principal parts of the cold and 
temperate climates of the northern hemisphere. In spring 
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they anive in great numbers OIl the coasts of Holland, Ger
many, Flanders and England; they are equally abundant 
in Sweden, occur in Denmark, Norway, Finmark and Ice
land~ and breed in the great deaolate marshes of Siberia 
and Lapland, as weD as in milder latitudes. According to 
Skioldebrand,· at Uleii.borg, the capital of Oatrobotlmia, 
they anive in the spring, in such vast flocks, as almoat to 
obscure the heaveDB, and resting on the doating ice, or on 
the banks of the rivers, fill the air with their confused 
cries; and the Ruft's, contending for their mates~ appear 
like a pigmy army of pugilists. My friend Mr. Cooper, 
about three years ago, obtained a specimen of the Ruft', 
&om the shores of Long Ialand. From the rarity of this 
oeeurrence, we can only coDBider the Ruft', on the Ameri
can coasts, as an accidental straggler; and their visits are 
probably more common on the western than the eastern 
side of the continent. 

'the Ruft's, like most of the birds, bred in high boreal 
latitudes, are under the necessity of migrating to milder 
climates, at the approach of winter. These northern hosts 
therefOre now spread themselves over Europe, and the con
tiguous continents, until the retum of spring invites them 
again to revisit the north. Dift'erent from the birds of the 
preceding section of this genus, the breeding limits of the 
Ruft' extend from the marshes of England and Holland, to 
the confines of the arctic circle, and while the mass of the 
species are driven by the vicissitudes of the seBSODS to per
form extensive migrations for the means of support, others, 
residing in milder climes, scarcely proceed further, in the 
course of the winter, than to the sea coasts in the vicinity 
of their native marshes. At any rate, it appears eertain, 
that the Ruff, unlike the Sandpiper, neYer wanders into 

• &tiII/""6r.""'. Plctaresqae Voyap 10 Cape North, P. 15. (French edltloa.) 
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tropical climates. Come from where they may, they appear 
again in the eastern parts of Great Britain, to which their 
visits in that kingdon are now wholly confined, about the 
latter end of April, resorting to the fens of Lincolnshire, 
the Isle of Ely, and a few other places, which suit their 
peculiar habits. 

In the month of May, the male, besides the red and ca
runculated face, acquires the curious and ornamental Ruft", 
which characterizes the breeding season. It is scarcely 
completed in this month, and begins to fall in the latter end 
of June. With this singular decoration, he also undergoes 
a complete change in the rest of his plumage, the colors 
are more gay and brilliant; there is then a predominance 
of rufous and purple tints among the others, and the plain 
and sombre livery of winter is laid aside. Full of ardor 
and jealousy, the polygamous Ruffs now seek out the com
pany of the Reeves, and when they have chosen a breeding 
place, the males, so remarkable for their initability, assem
ble upon some contiguous rising spot of ground, where, like 
80 many professed duellists, erecting the ruff in a threatell
ing attitude, they take their stand at a small distance from 
each other, and in their sight, combat for the society of their 
favorite females. This resort for amorous combat, is at 
length so trodden, that the turf appears bare, and this battle 
field thus betrays its company to their general enemy the 
fowler. The Ruffs feed chiefly by night, repairing to the 
hill of contest about the dawn of day, and so pugnacious 
are they at this time, that they will often leap or flirt a yard 
from the ground, towards some wanderer or company who 
happen to be passing by; and an imitation of this hostile 
attitude, by a rudely stuffed bird jerked at the end of a long 
atring, is often sufficient to decoy the passengers to alight 
in the snare. The pugnacious disposition of the Ruff, ac
cording to Mr. Baillon, is exhibited as soon as they appear 
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in April, and before their arrival at their breeding place. 
In the marshes of Montreuil-sur-Mer, where he had often 
oceasion to fo1low them, he remarks, that their first object is 
10 pair, or rather to fight with their rivals, while the feeble 
aereams of the females rouse and exasperate their hostility, 
and their battles are often long, obstinate, and sometimes 
bloody. The vanquished betakes himself to flight, but the 
ery of ,the first female he hears, dispels his fears, and re
awakens his courage, and he renews the conflict if another 
opponent appears. These skirmishes are repeated every 
morning and evening till their departure, in May. 

As soon as the Reeves begin to lay, both those and their 
mates lay aside their wildness and desire of hostility, 80 

that the whole may be caught with little effort. As the 
attachment of the females to their charge increases, with 
the progress of incubation, they become still more embold
ened in its defence. At length, the period of excitement 
subsiding, the males, dropping their nuptial plumage, sink 
into tame and undistinguishable wanderers, and seceding 
from the Reeves and their brood, depart to their hybernal 
seclusion, in lOme distant country. 

The females, associated in numbers, commence laying 
about the first or second week in May, and the young appear 
early in June. The nest is formed of grass, in a tussock 
of the same, in the most swampy part of the marsh. The 
eggs, "'in number, very like those of the snipe, as well as 
the nest, are however larger, of a pale greenish hue, wit~ 
a great number of small spots and points of dusky, and 
brown. The Reeve is 80 remarkably attached to her eggs, 
that after being caught on the nest and carried some distance, 
on being liberated, she went again to her eggs, as if nothing 
had molested her. Indeed the attachment and couraae of 
the female for her young, seems scarcely less remarkable 
than the pugnaceous valor of the Ruff. 

12 
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The Ruffs, esteemed as a most delicate game, are 80 much 
lIOught after in England, as to be almost exterminated from 
many of their native marshes, and sell, when fattened artifi
cially, at from 30 shillings to two guineas the dozen. They 
are usually taken in large clap-nets, erected over the mounds 
that the Ruffs have selected for their daily combats. The 
fowler repairing to the spot before day-light, spreads his 
net, places his decoy birds, (which are either real prisoners 
of the species, or rudely stuffed skins,) and takes his stand 
at the distance of about one hundred and forty yards, or 
more, according to the shyness of the birds. The net sus
pended by poles, and commanded by a rope and pulleys, is . 
at length pulled over its victims, and seldom fails of secur
ing all within its reach. Although their natural food consists 
of worms, and insects of the marshes where they dwell, 
when confined they are fed and fattened on milk and soaked 
bread, hempseed, sometimes boiled wheat, and to hasten the 
process sugar is frequently added to the rest of their fare. 
As soon as sufficiently fattened, they are killed and dressed 
in the manner of Woodcocks. If this unnatural fare be 
long continued, they sicken and pine away, as it were by 
the surfeit of gluttony. It is a curious fact, related of the 
Curlew, (Nummius arquatG,J by Rennie, that when fed 
on worms, thrown into milk, to accustom him to the unnatural 
and fattening diet of the Ruff, he for some time, took out 
the worms and carefully washed them in water, before be 
would consent to swallow them 

The Ruft" is about 12 inches in length. In its autumnal au toiwter 
plvmage, the face is covered with feathers; and the occiput and neck 
clothed with short plumes. The throat, fore part of the neck, belly, 
and other lower parts white. Breast rufous, with dark brown .pot.. 
The upper plumage, v8U4lly brown, covered with black spots, with 
rufous borders. The longest wing coverts, and the middle feathers 
of the tail banded with brown, black, and rufous. Bill long, aDd 
brownillh. Legs and feet yellowish, tinted with greenillh, brown, or 
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reddieh. Iris brown. - MaU. The few&ak i. one third smaller, the 
pJWEl&ge more cinereolLl, and the fore part of the neck i. rarely pore 
whit.e. The bill black. The feet duker. - 7'ringa Mriegau., BaulUf. 
Om. Boreal. p. 54. 

Summer and nuptial plu1fW.ge of the 1II4le. With the face naked, 
and covered with yellow or red warts. The occiput decorated with 
long feathers; a large ruff composed of a. range of showy feathers 
orna.ments the throat. Thesc long feathers nre ordinnrily contrasted 
with the rest of tlle plumagc; which is usually varied with rufous, 
cinereouB, black, brown, white, and yellowish; thc feath rs of the 
ruff are ruso rumost infinitely varied. The bill yellowish-orange. 
The rufi' varies in sizc according to the a.ge of individuals. The 
femoJe or Reno, is dcstitute of thc ruff. At this sclUlOn, the upper 
parts nre of a cinereous brown, mingled with some feathers of a 
black, with reflections like polished steel. Throat and breast the 
same, but poJcr. The vent and belly white. Bill black. Legs and 
feet yellowish or greenish. 

The yuu7lg of tlu year, have II. near rescmblance to the ftmalu in 
unnter dru!l, but the tints of the fore part of the neck and breast are 
of a. dull rufous·asb. The fea.thers of the hend, back, sca.pula.rs, 
and large wing coverts are blackish-brown, with wide rufous and 
yellowish borders; Jesser wing coverts edged with rufous white. 
Throat, vent, and abdomen pure white. Hill black. Legs greenish. 
It is then, Tringa littorca, GMEL. LATH. T . l,rrentnJietn!li!l, Is. Toto,.. 
nU!l QUUela, BRUS. u Clter:alier '!>arie, BUFF. Ois. vii. p. 507. PI. 
Enlum, 300. Gambetta tale, STORR. deg. ucc. v. p. 465. 

Subgenus. - -HETEROPODA. 

W LTH the bill straight, rather eularged and punctate at the ex
tremity: the wsus of moderate length, and the 3 anterior toes all 
connected at base by a membrane, the outer to the middle toe as far 
as the first articulation. - Peculiar to America. 
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. 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER. 

(Tringa semipalmata, WILSON, vii. p.131. pI. 63. fig. 4. [young.1 
BONAP. Synops. No. 246. RICHARDsoN,North. Zool. ii. p. 381. Phil. 
Museum. No. 40023.) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Bill shorter than the head, straight, somewhat 
depressed and enlarged towards the point; rump blackish; mid
dle tail feathers longest. - Summer plumage varied with black
ish, olive-grey and pale rufous; beneath, except the breast, white; 
Winter drus, dark cinereous, beneath principally white. 

ODS. Scarcely distinguishable from T. Wusonii, or the Peep, 
except by the feet, bill, and greyer color of the summer plllIDllgtl. 

COMMONLY associated with other species of the same 
size, plumage, and habits, it is not easy to offer any remark 
concerning it which can be considered as exclusive. It is 
spread equally over the North American continent, from 
the confines of the arctic circle, probably to the West Indies. 
According to Wilson it arrives and departs with the Sander
ling, and associates with the Donlin, when in its autumnal 
dress, in this case forming flocks apart from each other; but 
with the Peep they are sometimes so blended as to be unknown 
till brought to the ground. Many, like the other species, take 
even an interior route, towards their winter retreats, and are 
consequently seen on the shores of the great inland lakes of 
the S1. Lawrence. Wilson saw a flock of them in Septem
ber, in Burlington Bay, on Lake Champlain. In the salt 
marshes near Boston, they are not uncommon in small num
bers, but some seasons are seen whirling about wildly in 
large and separate flocks, and 80 timorous and roving as to 
give the alarm to the other larger birds associated around 
them. Along the shores of New Jersey, they are numerous; 
and Mr. Hutchins, who described this species, without pub
lishing it, as early as the year 1770, says, that they arrive at 
Severn river, in the fur countries, in great numbers about 
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the middle of May, an4 make a nest of withered grass, 
early in lune,laying 4 or 5 white eggs, spotted with black 
or dusky brown. Towards autumn, it utters a chirping caU, 
and in September they retire to the southward, soon after 
which they are seen in Massachusetts, on most of the mud
dy shores, which they frequent at the reOO88 01 the tide, 
dwelling more exclusively in the immediate vicinity of the 
ocean than the Peep. When dispersed or alarmed they 
give a quailing call, like 'to-flJeet, 'to-flJut. At other times, 
when startled, they utter a shrill clattering whistle, and are 
always noisy and querulous. Like the small land birds they 
may sometimes be seen washing themselves, with great sat
isfaction, in the salt pools and plashes, and when woun
ded swim with considerable vigor. While here they feed 
upon diminutive coleoptera, very small shrimps, minute 
shell-fish, which they probe out of the sand, some molusca, 
and occasionally the roots of the Zostera marina; they also 
swallow considerable quantities of small gravel, and becom
ing very fat, are nearly as well flavored as the Snipe, being 
very superior to the other small species. 

The length of the Semipalmated Sandpiper ia from 56 to 6i inches; 
the alar e.Ktent 10 to I!. Bill black, from, to an inch long, thick 
at the bue, the ridge of the upper mandible tlattened toward. its 
extremity; the tip somewhat enlarged, and distinctly pitted, as in 
the Snipe. Crown and body above dusky-brown, the feathers edged 
with very pale rufous, and plive·grey, inclining often to white. 
Front,line over the eye, and the sides of the neck grey. Tail and 
wings nearly of an equal length when folded. Primaries dusky. 
browD, the outermOlt shafted with white, the greater coverts tip. 
ped with white, sides of the rump white. Tertiaries almost en. 
tirely the length of the wings. Beneath wholly white, except the 
breut and front of the neck, which ia greyiah and streaked with 
a few dusky pointed spots. Leg. and feet very duuy-olive. Wi!. 
IIOD'. figure represents ... yuu7tfl bird, though I have never seen one 
wholly white below. - Winter plumage brownish.grey; beneath 
white, .pots on the breast fainter. 

12-
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STILT-LEGGED SANDPIPERS. 

Subgenus. - HEMIPALMA, (Bonap.) 

WITH the bill much longer than the head, and partly uched, di
l&ted and Mudded with minute tubercles at tip. Feet, the tarBua_ 
very long, and the 3 anterior loes usually connected by a membrane 
as far as the first articulation. 

Probably a genus, peculiar to America, consisting of about 3 species, 
for the most part residing within the high boreal latitudes. In the 
length, curvature of the bill, and peculiar markings of the plumage, 
these birds appear to be intermediately allied to the Curlew (Nu.II
ftius) and Ruff, (Maeltetes); but their long and very naked lega, 
and partly palmated feet are wholly distinct from either. In their 
habits and manners they agree generally with the ordinary Sand
pipers, but the tumid and sensitive extremity of the bill, as in the 
Snipes, indicates a greater delicacy in the selection of their food, 
which is very probably often worms and moluscous animals. 

LONG LEGGED SANDPIPER. 

(Tnng4 Ai7llMltopll8, BOllAP. Synops. No.245. et Am. Om. iv. p. 89. 
pl. 25. fig. 3.) 

SP.CHARACT.-Below whitish, banded with dusky-brown; tarna 
about the length of the bill; tail somewhat doubly notched; au
riculare pale ferruginous; rump banded with black and white; tail 
grey, without bands, the middle feathers longest; lega very long 
and black, webs of the loes equal. - Winter 1'lumage unknown. 

ThE discovery of this very singular bird is due to the Prince 
of Musignano, and Mr. Cooper, who, in the month of July, 
met with a ftoek of them tiying, near a small fresh water 
pond at Long Branch. The only second specimen, as. yet 
obtained, was one shot in the month of May, on the south 
sliore of Long Island, in the possession of the latter gentl. 
man. The discovery of a bird of this kind, decidedly, as 
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we believe, a summer resident in the high boreal latitudes, 
at this season of the year, can only be accounted for on 
the supposition of their being driven south by some storm 
or uncommon spell of severe and cold weather, as they 
could not have bred, at so early a period of the summer. They 
might probably, however, have been barren birds, who had 
never proceeded to the north that season. In the month of 
May, it is easy to suppose the occurrence of a straggler on 
the way to its natal regions. 

The length of this species ill about 91 inches. The bill black, 
subarched, about 1 inch and 8 lines long. Wings 51 inches long. 
The crown grey, mixed with whitish and blackish, the feathers with 
Ilight ferruginous margins. A broad whitish line over the eye; lore. 
dusky; auriculare pale lUIt color. The neck above and itllidel 
mixed with whitish. Back and acapulare brownish black, tipt with 
grey, and marked with pale rusty. Rump grey, the upper tail covertl 
white, with black bands. Throat soiled white, faintly dotted with 
blackish. UndllT plumage, including the tail covertl whitilh, each 
feather banded with blackish, with one of the banda terminal. Wing 
coverts dusky-brown, with paler margins; the under coverts marbled 
with dusky-brown and whitish. Primaries blackish-brown, shaft of 
the first white; secondaries pale dusky, edged with whitish. Tail 
grey, even, 2 inches long, the 2 middle feathers projecting beyond 
the rest; the outer on each side is also somewhat longer than the 
others; the whole are pale dusky with white shafta, the white epread
ing somewhat along the middle, but particularly at the base, where 
all the feathers, but the middle ones, are white, u well u the 2 outer 
likewise on the greater part of their inner vanes. The feet black; 
legs very long: naked space on the tibia 14 inches. Tarsus It inchee. 
Middle toe about an inch, nearly, without the nail. All the fore toea 
are equally half-webbed. 
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AUDUBON'S STILT SANDPIPER. 

(7'ri7llfG */huluboRii. T. himantt1pV8' RICB.lRDIOlf and SW.lllflOlf, 
North. Zool. ii. p. 380.) 

SP. CB.lR.lcT.-Below brownish-grey, and without spots or bars; 
tannJa wax-yellow, longer than the bill; lateral tail feathere equal, 
all without bars; tail coverts spotted; wet. of the toea equal with 
each other.-Winter plllflUl(flJ unknown. 

ACCORDING to Dr. Richardson, this species was not on
common in the month of July, on the fiats at the outlet or 
Haye's river, in the fur countries of Hudson's Bay, in the 
latitude of 570 , where no doubt they breed, and probably 
pursue an inland route to their winter quarters in the warmer 
parts of the continent. We have ventured to consider this 
bird as a distinct species from the preceding, according to 
the description given of it by Dr. Richardson, and as such, 
feel gratified in having the opportunity of dedicating it to 
the memory of the indefatigable Audubon whose services 
in illustrating the Ornithology of North America have been 
80 preeminent. 

Length of the species 9A inches; of the bill 1 inch 8 lines. Alar 
extent 17 inches. The length of the thigh, tarsus and toes together 
51 inches (being fully an inch more than in the same parts of T. 
DtnIgla8ii.) Summit of the head, dorsal plumage, and leuer wiDg 
coverts black, edged with rufous and brownish white. Neck grey. 
Primaries, and central tail feathers, clove-brown; lateral tail feathers, 
pale hair-brown; sha.fta of the primaries, margins of the secondarietl, 
and of the lateral tail feathers, and stripes on the shafts of the latter 
whitish. Tail coverts, greyish white, with a few brown .pots. 
Breut, browniah-grey; belly brownish-white. Inner wing coverts, 
lIIIloke-grey and white. Lega wax-yellow. Bill black, much com
preased at the base; its ridge rounded for two-thirds of its length, 
where it ill depressed or flattened, its width being slightly increased 
close to the point. The ends of both mandibles, closely studded 
with minute, .mooth, 10ft, flattened tuberclea, like polished Bhagreen. 
Central tail feathers, exceeding the others a little in length. Lateral 
toe. equal. Webs of the toes both nearly or quite equal with each 
other, extending 10 far u to include the first phalanx. 
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DOUGLAS'S STILT SANDPIPER. 

(Tringa Douglasii, SWAINSON and RICHARDSON, North. Zoo!. 2. p. 
379. pI. 00. [adult in summer plumage].) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Below brownish·white, banded with dusky.brown; 
t&ntus about the length of the bill; tailaomewhat doubly.notched; 
ear feathers chestnut colored; rump banded with black and white, 
and the middle tail feathers with ferruginous; legs long, olive 
color, the inner web of the toes smaller. - Winter plu11UIIfe un
known. 

ACCORDING to Dr. Richardson, this species is not uncom
mon in the fur countries of Upper Canada, to the 60th par
allel, and perhaps still further north. It exhibits the usual 
habits of the genus Tringa, frequents the interior marshes 
in the breeding season, and in the autumn reBOrts in flocks 
to the flat shores of Hudson's Bay, previous to taking its 
departure for the south. 

The length of this species is said to be 10 inches 3 lines; of the 
bW above &8 well &8 from the rictus 1 inch 71 linea: the tarsus 1 
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inch 7A lines; the naked thigh 1 inch 1 line. The length of the 
inner web which connects the toes 2 lines, but that of the outer web, 
3A linea or nearly double. -In the adult of nmmer, the top of the 
head, acapulara, interacapulara and tertials blackish.brown, edged 
round the tips with browniah-white and ferruginous. Wing coverts 
and secondariea hair-brown; the latter, together with th.ir greater 
coverts, slightly edged with white. Primariea blackish-brown; 
shafts of the first, and of the secondaries brownish-white. Neck, 
rump, tail coverts, and whole untkr plumage, brownish-white. The 
chin, aides of the head and neck, marked with central BpOts or streaks 
of liver-brown, largeat on the back of the neck; the rump, tail 
coverts, and under plumage barred with the same, more distinctly on 
the flanks, and most imperfectly on the middle of the belly. Chest
nut colored banda on the lores, above the eye, and on the ears. Cen
tnl pair of tail featl&ers blackish-brown, atriped, tipped, and barred 
with ferruginous: lateral tail feathers broccoli-brown, striped on the 
aha.fts and inner webs with white. Bill black, long and slender, 
moderately high at the base, slightly arched towards the point, which 
is depreased, conspicuously dilated, and minutely pitUd when dry. 
Fore toea webbed; the inner web smallest, being half the length of 
the first joint of the inner toe. 

TOT ANUS. (Beckst. Temm.) 

I. these birda, so nearly related to the Snipes and Sandpipel'll, the 
BILL is of moderate length, straight, or a little recnrved, flexible at 
hue, compressed throughout its whole length, hard, acute, a little 
curved at the point, and with both mandibles furrowed each aide to 
the middle. N08TRILS in the furrowa, baaa.l, lateral, linear, pervious. 
FEBT (-toed; tarsua long and slender; a conaiderable naked IIJIIICCI 
above the knee; outer toe united to the middle one by a membrane u 
tar u the first, and sometimea to the second joint; hind toe short, 
slender, much elevated, touching the ground at tip. Wi7Igs, when 
folded, abollt u long u the tail; the 1st primary longeat. Tail, gen
erally short, composed of 12 feathers. 

The plumage of the sezel is alike, but the female is somewhat 
larger. The young di1Fer little from the adult in ita winter livery. 
They moult twice in the year; the .ummer and winter p1nmaae 
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often clliI'eriDg merely in the di8tributi'on of the BpOts and atripee 
with which it is varied j fiequently, only in the purity of its shade. 
in IJ1lDlID8r compared with that of winter. 

The birda of this gen11l (CA.t:rJaliers of the French) like the pre
ceding, to which they are intimately allied, associate in flocks, though 
lOme species appear inclined to lead a solitary life. They generally 
prefer the borders of lakes, rivers, and fresh water marshes, to the 
immediate precincts of the sea, or only visit the strand in a desul
tory manner j they also wade deeply, for which they are provided 
with very long legs. They feed on insects, worms, small shell-fish, 
and moluBCous animals, which they often seek on dry ground, or on 
the gravelly banks of rivers, by means of their hard, pinching, and 
Ie .. aeneitive bills. They migrate periodically with the season of the 
year, but usually inhabit more temperate regions than the true Sand
pipers, and commonly breed in numbers together in the same mea
dow or marsh. They are spread allover the earth, even BOme of the 
IllUDe species are cosmopolites. Like the preceding, the races reaem-' 
ble each other so much as to render distinctione sometimes ambigu-
0111. In addition to their other affinities, they are closely allied to 
the Snipe and the Godwit, and particularly to Tringa Jly the Ruff'. 

Subgenus. - CATOPTROPBORU8, (Bonap.) 

WITH the bill straight, ltout, solid almost its whole length, fur
rowed only at the base, the groove of the lower mandible obliterated. 
The fore toe. all connected at base by a membrane. - The female il 
conspicuously larger. These birds not only wade, but occasionally 
swim. 

Digitized by Google 



SEl\UPALMATED SNIPE, OR WILLET. 

(TotanU8semipalmalU8, TE III III. BOlfAP. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 
388. pI. 67. Scolopax semipalmata, GIIIEJ •• LATH. WILSON, vii. p. 
Z'/. pI. 56. fig. 3. [summer dress.] Glottis semipalmata, NILs. Om. 
Suec. ii. p. 55. Phil. Museum, No. 3942.) 

SP. COARACT.-Rump white; lower wing coverts black; quill. 
white for two-thirds of their length from the base • ...;.. Sltmmn-pltnll
G(fe, pale brownish, varied with black and whitish; beneath white, 
.potted with dusky. Winter dress, ashy-brown, beneath princi
pally white. 

THE Willet, as this well known and large species is called, 
inhabits almost every part of the United States, from the 
coast of Florida to the distant shores and saline lakes in 
the vicinity of the Saskatchewan, up to the 56th parallel of 
latitude, where, as they pass the summer, they no doubt 
propagate there, as well as in the Middle States of the 
Union. Their appearance in the north of Europe, is 
merely accidental, like the visit of the Ruff in America, 
which has, indeed, no better claim in our Fauna, than that 
of the WiJlet in Europe, both being stragglers from their 
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native abodes and ordinary migrating circuits. From the 
searcityof this species on the shores of Massacbusetts Bay, 
it is more than probable, that their northern migrations are 
made chiefly up the great valley of the Mississippi; and 
they have been seen, in the spring, by Mr. Say, near En
gineer Cantonment, on the bank of the Missouri. A few 
straggling families or flocks of the young, are occasionally 
seen, about the middle of August, on the muddy flats of 
Cohasset beacb; but tbey never breed in this part of New 
England, tbough nests are found in t~ vicinity of New 
Bedford. 

The Willet probably passes the winter within the tropics, 
or along the extensive shores of the Mexican Gulf. About 
the middle of March, however, their lively vociferations of 
pill-will-willet, pill.will-willet, begin commonly to be heard 
in all the marshes of the sea islands of Georgia and South 
Carolina. In the Middle States they arrive aboqt the 15th of 
April, or sometimes later, according to the season; and, 
from that period to the close of July, their loud and shrill 
cries, audible for half a mile, are heard incessantly through
out the marshes where they now reside. Towards the close 
of May, the Willets begin to lay. Their nests, at some 
distance from the strand, are made in the sedge of the salt 
meadows, composed of wet rushes and coarse grass placed 
in a slight excavation in the tump; and during the period 
of incubation, as with some other marsh birds, the sides of 
the nest are gradually raised to the height of five or six 
inches. The eggs about 4, are very thick at the larger end, 
and tapering at the opposite, two-thirds the size of a com
mon hen's egg, (measuring over 2 inches in length, by Ii in 
the greatest breadth;) they are of a pale bright greenish
olive (sometimes darker), largely blotched and touched with 
irregular spots of a bright blackish-brown of two shades, 
mixed with a few other smaller touches of a paler tint, the 
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whole most numerous at the great end. According to 
Wilson, the eggs are very palatable as food. The young 
covered with a grey colored down, run off as soon as freed 
from the shell, and are led about by the mother in quest of 
their proper food, while the vociferous male keeps careful 
watch for their safety. On entering these breeding places, 
the spectator is beset by the Willets, flying wildly around, 
and skimming over his head, with the clamorous cry of 'pill
will-willet,' accompanied at times, when much excited and 
alarmed by an approach to the nest, with a loud clicking 
note, in the manner of the Avocet. Exhausted with their 
vigilant and defensive exertions, at times, they utter a sad 
and plaintive note, and occasionally alighting, slowly close 
their long, silvery and particolored wings, as if acting a part 
to solicit compassion. Among their most common and pi
ratical enemies, are the Crows, who roam over the marshes 
in quest of eggs, and as soon as they appear are attacked by 
the Willets in united numbers, who with loud vociferations 
pursue them off the ground. During the term of incuba
tion, the female, fatigued with her task, and occasionally 
leaving her eggs to the influence of the ardent sun, resorts 
to the shore, and deeply wading, washes and dresses her plu
mage, frequently emerging, and performing her ablutions 
with an air of peculiar satisfaction. Indeed the Willets 
generally wade more than most of their tribe; and when 
disabled from flying by a wound, they take to the water 
without hesitation, and swim with apparent ease. The 
peculiar note which characterizes and gives name to thia 
remarkable species of Chevalier, is only uttered by the 
adults; and the call of the young, when associated by them
selves, appears to be a kind of shrill and plaintive whistle, 
almost like that of the Curlew. The Willet subsists chieO, 
on smaIl shell-fish, aquatic insects, their larve, and molu~, 
in quest of which it constantly resorts to the muddy shores 
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and estuaries at low water. In the fall, when the Socks of 
young birds ll880Ciate together, which may be easily known 
by the greyness of their plumage, they are selected by the 
gunners in preference to the older and darker birds, being 
tender, fat, and fine-Savored game. In the months of Oc
tober and November they gradually pass on to their winter 
quarters in the warmer parts of the continent. Transient 
flocks of the young, bred in higher latitudes, visit the shores 
of Cohasset by the middle of August, but timorous, wild, 
and wandering, they soon hasten to rejoin the host they 
had accidelltally forsaken. 

The length of the Willet is about l~ inches j length of the bill to 
the rictua ~ inches, much shorter in the young bird of the season j 
tarsus 2 inches 8 lines. - In the 811mmet' pllI:mllge the general color 
above is brownish-grey, striped faintly on the neck, more con
spicuously on the head and back, with blacki.h-brown, the ecapulars, 
tertiaries and their coverts irregularly barred with the eame. Tail 
coverts white. Tail even, whitiah, thickly mottled with pale ashy
brown, that color forming the ground of the central feathen, which 
are barred with dusky-brown toward. their extremities. Spurious 
wing, primary coverts, a great portion of the uterior extremities 
pf the primaries, the axillary feathen, and under wing coverts, black, 
with a shade of brown j the remaining lower and longer portion of 
the primaries, and the upper row of under wing coverts, white j the 
posterior primariea tipt with the eame j secondaries and the outer 
webB of their greater coverts, white, marbled with dusky. Wings 
rather longer than the tail. The lores, with a spotted liver-brown 
streak, bounded above by a llpotted white one. Eye-lida, chin, belly, 
and vent, white j the reat of the under plumage brownish-white, 
streaked on the throat, and transversely barred, or waved on the 
breast, shoulders, flanks, and under tail coverts, with clove-brown, 
the bars pointed in the middle. - F.fIIIIk colored like the male, but 
an inch longer. Lega and feet dark lead color, the BOleS inclining to 
olive j the toea broadly margined with a. BOrt of continuatioD of the 
web. Iria hazle. 

Winter dru8 with fainter spots on the upper plumage, and with
out the dark waving transverse bars below, only the fore part of 
1be neck aDd breast of a. cinereoUl tint marked with .mqll brown 
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.veaks. -In the ?JIIfIfIl{ oj the yMT the oiuereous tint prevails above~ 
with a tint of hair-brown on the summit of the head, baok and scap
ulars; the spots ill defined, and wanting about the head, neck and 
breast; the two latter cinereous, very' pale on the sides of the neck. 
Rump ash; tail coverts white. Scapulars and tertials edged with 
brownish-white indented spots, with indications of dusky-browu 
bariI. Below, exoept the lower part of the neck, wholly white 

Subgenus. - TOTANus. 

BILL slenoer, hard,furrowed nearly to the middle.' Inner toe oleft. 

TELL-TALE, OR GREATER YELLOW-SHANKS. 

(Totanu8 'DOciJerua, SABINE. T. 'IIldanoieuCU8, VlEILL. BON.lP. BYII. 
No. 260. Scolopaz ~ociferua, WILSON, vii. p. 57. p!. 58. fig. 5. 
[Bummer dress.] Spotted Snipe, PENNANT, Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 467. No. 
374. Phil. Museum, No. 3940.) 

8p. CHARACT. - Blo.ckish·brown, spotted with black and white; 
rump partly white; tail dusky white, barred with brown; legs and 
feet yellow; bill black, slightly recurved; tarsus about the length 
of the bill. Length of the individual about 14 inche8. 

THE Greater Yellow-Shanks or Tell-Tale, so remarkable 
for its noise and vigilance, arrives on the coast of the Mid
dle States, early in April, and proceeding principally by an 
inland route, is seen in abundance as far north as the plains 
of the Saskatchewan; where, no doubt, in those desolate 
and secluded marshes, far from the prying eye and persecu
ting hand of man, the principal part of the species, pass 
the period of reproduction, reappearing in the cooler parts 
of the Union towards the close of August; yet so extensive 
is the breeding range of the Tell-Tale, that many continue 
to occupy the marshes of the Middle Stateaa until the ap-
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proach of oold weather, in the month of November, 'breed
ing in their favorite resorts, on the borders of bogs, secur
ing the nest in a tuft of rank grass or sedge, and laying 4 
eggs, of a dingy white, irregularly marked with spots of 
dark brown or black, and which, according to Mr. Hutch
ins, are large for the size of the bird, and of similar mark
ings in their northern breeding places. In Massachusetts, 
as with many other birds, the present is so uncommon a spe
cies, that it may be considered almost as a straggler, arriving 
in autumn, with the few flocks, who touch at the coast of 
Labrador and Newfoundland, confining their visits, with 
Curlews, Godwits, and many other wading birds, chiefly to 
th~ eastern extremity of Cape Cod and Cape Ann, where mul
titudes of these birds transiently assemble, in spring and au
tumn, (particularly in the vicinity of Chatham and Ipswich) 
and of which but few penetrate inland, their next visit being 
usually to the shores of Long Is1and in their further progress 
to the south. In the spring, however, avoiding the long 
continued eastwardly storms of this climate, they are led 
to go inland by a more favorable route; and have been seen 
at this season, by Mr. Say, on the banks of the Missouri, on 
their way to the interior of the continent. 

The vociferous vigilance of the Tell-Tale, has justly 
stigmatized him with the present name, for no sooner does 
the gunner appear, than his loud, and shrill whistle of about 
four rapidly repeated notes, is instantly heard, as he mounts 
on wing, and proves generally so good a warning to all 
the rest of his feathered neighbors, and particularly the vig
ilant ducks, that the whole, to the frequent disappointment 
of the fowler, at once accompany their faithful and officious 
sentinel. At times, indeed, without any particular motive 
to excitement, except perhaps that of hilarity and vigor, 
they are seen to rise high in the air, chattering so loudly, as 
still to be heard when beyond the rea~h of the eye. From 
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their note they are called by the Cree Indians of Hudson~. 
Bay Sasaslw.D, and in this part of New England, they are 
usually known by the name of the Winter Yellow-Leg. 

The Tell-Tale, after taking up his s~er residence i.Jl 
the marshes, is no longer gregarious, until the return of win
,ter; when, with the addition of the young, they rove about in 
small parties until their final departure for the south. Like 
most of the species, they frequent watery bogs, and the mud
dy margins of creeks and inlets, where they are often seen 
in quest of food, or standing in a watchful posture, alter
nately balancing themselves, raising or lowering the head 
and tail, and on the least appearance of danger or surprise, 
which they readily perceive, from the e1evation of their legs, 
and the open places in which they feed, their loud whistle 
is instantly heard, and the timorous and less watchful 
flocks are again in motion. They sometimes penetrate, 
singly or in small numbers, some way inland along the mud
dy shores of estuaries and rivers to the extent of tide water. 
Although they live principally upon the insects and lamB 
they find in the marshes, at a later period they also pay 0c

casional visits to the strand in quest of molusca, small 
shrimps, and minute shell-fish, the ordinary fare of the true 
Sandpipers. In the fall, when fat, their flesh is highly es
teemed, and they are frequently brought to market. 

The length of the Tell-Tale is about 14 inches, (the female about 
an inch and a half longer.) Bill black, the length 2 inches 1 or 2 
lines measured from above. Tarsus 2 inches 6 to 8 linea. The lep 
wax-yellow: a short web between the inner and middle toea; outer 
web deeply sinuated; the toes, all furnished with a narrow membrane
OUB margin. - Upper plll:mage blackish-brown, with faint violet 
reflections, bordered with greyish-white on the head, neck, rump, 
and two upper rows of lellller wing-coverts; the fore part of 
the back, acapulara, lesser quills, intermediate and greater cov
erts, marked with rather large marginal whitish spots. Primaries 
and their coverts blackish; shaft of the first quill white. Tail barred 
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alternately with duaky-brown ad aoiled or browniah-white, tbs 
ground of the under feathers being nearly pure white. Part of the 
upper ad under tail coverts, sides of the rump, ad tmder plUfltll/l#l 

white. The neck streaked with liver-brown; Banke, under wing and 
tail coverts, barred with the same; the barB on the latter (probably 
females,) nearly obsolete on lOme specimen.. The breast a1ao apar
ingly and broadly barred with duaky-brown. The lowelt row of tail 
coverts barred with dusky-brown and white. - .8utKmrud or tDiflter 
plumage above uhy-brown, the larger feathell (scap1llars, greater 
wing coverts, &c.) margined with rows of brownish-white ad 
dusky spots, on the lower part of the neck, the spots small and al
most exclusively greyish-white. White feathers of the breut mi
nutely mottled with zig-zag lincs. - Ymmg fe'Tflllk in BUmmer pl. 
mage. Length 15i inches. Bill one line short of2 inches. Scapu
lars, tertials and luger wing coverts with rufous white indented spots, 
ad marginal bars of dusky- brown on the tertials, le88 distinct on 
the other large feathers. Beneath, u in the adult, but the white 
space on the chin and throat more pure ad extensive. Long axillary 
feathell with very delicate pale dusky zig-zag bars. 

..-, 
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( Totanus jluvipcs, VI E I LL . B ONAI' . Sy n . No . 2Gl. Scolopnx j/ampes, 
WI LSON, vii . p.5;). pI. 58. fig . 4. Y~llow-Shanks S nipe , PENN. 

Arct. Z OO!. ii . p. 4G8. No. 378. Phil. Museum, No. 3!J3i3.) 

SP . C II ARA CT. - Blackish·brown, spotled with black and white ; 
rump partly whi te; tail dusky·white, barred wi th brown, legs and 
fee t yellow ; bill blac l" slightly rccurved; tarsus longer than the 
bill. Length of the individual about J 0 inches (uwle .) Female 
] ~ inches longer . - Wi lltc-r plumage brownish-ash ; the throat 
whi le, and thinly mottled . 

THE Yellow-Shanks, in certain situations, may be consid
ered as the most common bird of the family in America. 
Its summer residence, or breeding station, even extends 
from the Middle States to the northern extremity of the con
tinent, where it is seen, solitary or in pairs, on the banks of 
rivers, lakes, or in marshes, in every situation contiguous to 
the ocean. And though the young and old are found through
out the warm season of the year in so many places, the nest 
and eggs are yet entirely unknown. Calculating from too 
first appearance of the brood abroad, they commence Jaying 
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by the middle of June, and are seen in this neighborhood at 
that season. It resides chiefly in the salt marshes, and fre
quents low fiats and estuaries, at the ebb of the tide, wading 
in the mud, in quest of worms, insects, and other small 
marine and fluviatile animals. They seldom leave these 
maritime situations, except driven from the coast by storms, 
when they may occasionally be seen in low and wet ineadows, 
as far inland as the extent of tide-water. The Yellow
Shanks has a sharp whistle of three or four short notes, which 
it repeats, when alarmed and when flying, and sometimes ut
ters a simple, low, and rather hoarse call, which passes from 
one to the other, at the moment of rising on the wing. It is 
very impatient of any intrusion on its haunts, and thus 
often betraying, like the preceding, the approach of the 
sportsman to the less vigilant of the feathered tribes, by 
flying around his head, with hanging legs and drooping 
wings, uttering its incessant and querulous cries. 

How far they proceed to the south in the course of the 
winter, is yet unknown; they, however, I believe, leave the 
boundaries of the Union. At the approach of winter, pre
vious to their departure for the south, they are observed to 
collect in !:Imall flocks, and halt for a time on the shores of 
Hudson's Bay. Accumulated numbers are now also seen to 
visit New England, though many probably pass on to their hy. 
bernal retreats by an inland route, like the preceding, having 
indeed been seen in the spring, on the shores of the Missouri, 
in particnlar situations, by Mr. Say. They also seem to re
side, no less in the interior than on the coast, as they were ob
served on the shores of Red River of Lake Winipique (lat. 
490,) on the 11th of August, by the same gentleman; thus 
subsisting indifferently on the productions of fresh as well as 
Balt water. At the approach of autumn small flocks, here 
also, accompany the Upland Plover (TotantlB Bartramiw,) 
fI,ing high, and whistling, as they proceed inland to feed, but 
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Tq;:turning agaiRl towikK'ds thn martshiks of the seAl coast roccikb 
Sometimes, and perhaps more commonly at the approach or 
stE?rmy theh are Ett<n iAl small ,estletss 
over the salt marshes, and tacking and turning along the 
ttz:nAlandAll?l? of the riee" nOcl? cros,xng then a IlrcAl= 
ment alighting, the next on the wing; they then spread out 

agam in lOOEe the 
tering of their wings and snow white tails, are seen con-
ep?ikUOAl£§ as monnt inlE> the OK ?Ale 
and now intent on some more distant excursion, they rise, 
???H:"umE on ,??elr over the aiHage t?pire, t?Ikd 
yond the reach of danger, pursue their way to some otPer 

to new mAlrshes t?nd ai"it other corsts mAlI?, 
productive of their favorite fare. While along 
th, surfr??c,e of the neiilhboring river, I have been amused by 

soci;rhility of tho±3e weodering waders. come(: 
steadily along? the party, never very numerous, would be 
junned SO;I&<S Peepr, who in e(:niso&< pur:;,?&< 
their route together like common wanderers, or travellers, 

and d&<fande;i by acee??s of any emnpand' 
Being a plentiful species, particularly in the latter end of 

tstmtmet, when the y,;mg h;;gin floch, it is in 
markets of Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, 

u" more harti:,nlarlf abundant adout $:he mihdle 
August, and being then fat, and well flavored, are esteemed 

the t;rble. i:'rom the of the syt<eies 
other, they may be shot with facility, if the sportsman, OD 

firtst disd;arge, the wounded hirds fluttkts 
about, as in that case, the dock wiu usually make a circuit, 
&<,nd alihhting c;;peat;;dly et the ",ies of their wounded com
panion:;, ,he grr;ater part them may shot dot<n befnt<:, 
they perceive the real nature of their danger. Like Plo-
o&<rs, c&<&< also be c,tHed &<i&<un:E the by 
imi~ation of their whistle. 
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The length of the Yellow-Shanb, (or Yellow-Lega, .. it i. here 
called) is about 10 inches or a little under. The bill i. black, 1 inch 
4 lines measured from above; the tarsus 2 inches. Iris dark hazel. 
Summit of the head and neck blackish-brown, edged with greyish
white. Fore part of the back, scapularl, greater coverts, and terti ... 
ries, blotched and barred with blackiah-brown, and marked with 
marginal triangular spots of brownish-white. Lower part of the 
back, leBBer coverts, and secondaries, clove-brown, narrowly edged 
round with white. Primaries blackish-brown; the shaft of the first, 
white. Two central pairs of tail feathers whitish-brown, the lateral 
ones and the coverts white; the whole baqed with blackish-brown, 
but leu distinctly on the coverts of the tail. Eye stripe, chin, and 
trn.der plumage, white, streaked on the neck, and barred on the lides 
of the breast and belly with blacki8h-brown. - (male.) The win
ter plumage, inclining to ash-color, as in the former. 

THE RED-SHANK, OR GAMBET. 

(Totanus ealidm, BECHST. TEMM. ii. p. 643. Seolopaz ealidm, 
GMEL. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 722. sp. 25. Tringa gambetta, GIIEL. 

Syst. i. p. 671. sp. 3. Totanus run>ius, BRUB. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 728. 
ap.9. Chl!1Jalier aw: piedB rougu, 011 la Gambeue, BUFF. Oi •• vii. 
p. 513. t. 28. PI. Enlum. 845. [summer plumage.] Red-Mank. 
PEN. Arct. Zoo], ii. p. 172. No. 377.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Cinereous olive-brown, spotted and barred with 
black; secondaries white for half their length; rwnp white; tail 
dusky-white, barred with blackish-brown; legs, feet, and the 
lower half of the bill bright red. - Winter plumage m08t1y uhy. 
brown; below, except the throat and breast, white; the feet pale 
red. Yotmg above, dusky-brown, the feathers principally border
ed and indented with yellowish-white. Bill livid at the hue, 
brown tQwards the point; feet and legs orange yellow. 

TOE Red-Shank or Gambet, seems to be from its rarity 
little more than a mere straggler in the American continent, 
88 it is also probably in the marshes of China and Bengal. 
It is common to many parts of Europe, is particularly fre
quent in Holland, and not uncommon in England where it 
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breeds, but seems generally to prefer the milder to the cold 
climates. It is found, however, as high as Finmark, inhab
its Scandinavia, also Iceland, as well as Siberia, and in the 
course of its extensive wanderings, in autumn, it has been 
met with in the frozen sea, between Asia and America, in 
the inclement latitude of 69io. It was not seen, how
ever, by the late scientific northern navigators; and it is 
only given on the authority of Pennant, and from a spe
cimen of the bird from Hudson's Bay, now in the British 
Museum. 

Like the preceding, to which the present is related, it 
breeds in marshes, and on the verge of large pools, where it 
chiefly dwells; laying 4 eggs of an olivaceous-brown, spot
ted and blotched with black, the marks most numerous at 
the large end. When disturbed in their breeding retreats, 

... they fly around the nest circularly in the manner of the 
Lapwing, uttering an incessant shrill whistle, and like the 
Tell-Tale are so vigilant, noisy, and jealous of their breeding 
retreat, as to be very troublesome to the sportsman, alarming 
his game, and defeating his pursuit. When wounded, like 
many other waders, they appear to swim with facility; and 
the Common Sandpiper (Totanus hypoleucoB) has been 
known to dive at the approach of a hawk. They live prin
cipallY upon lan-Ie, and soft bodied insects, as well as worms, 
and sometime prey upon minute shell-fish. 

The Red·Shank is about 11 to 12 inches in length. Bill above, 
about 1 inch 8 lines. Length of the tarsus 2 inches. - Winter pl_
moge of the adult. Head, back of the neck, top of the back, scapu
lars and wing coverts ashy-brown, the color deeper along the shafta. 
Throat, sides of the head, fore part of the neck and breast greyish
white, with dusky linea along the shafts. Rump, vent and abdomen, 
white. Tail feathers banded with white, and broad zig-zags of 
dusky. Iris brown. Legs and feet pale red. Half of the bill red, 
the rest black. 
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s.m._ p11flllGg' 0/ the l1li.".. - A white line mm the uppt'r 
mandible to the eye. Head, nape, top of the back, BCapulan and 
oovertl cinereoua olive-brown, each feather nearly black toward. its 
cenue. On the ecapul&rll and larger wing covertl, BOrne 8JIIall black· 
ish t~nsveraal band.. Rump white. Sides of the head, throat, and 
all the lower parts white, but upon the centre of each feather there 
ill a large longitudinal spot of blackish-brown. Tail feathers banded 
with black and white; the white BOiled and grey on the 4 middle 
feathers. Lega, feet, and the lower half of the bill of a bright ver
milion. -In the young o/t1ttJ yMT, the upper feathers about the head 
are duaky-brown, with fine yellowish margina. Back and BCapulars 
the Bame brown, the feathers bordered laterally by a yellowish band, 
which forma angular spots upon the edges of the feathers. The re
gion about the breast spotted narrowly with duaky-brown. Flub 
and belly white, with Bome brown spots. Extremity of the tail ru
foUl. Bill livid at the baBe, brown toward. the point. Feet and 
lege orange. 

NOTE. The Totanu ellndidu of BrillOn, figured by Edward., pI. 
139. ill considered by him to be an albino variety of T. ealidrU. Its 
acmipalmated reet would, however, rather rank it with T .• em;' 
ptdmatu; but it is smaller. The plumage WILl all white, except a 
little tranaverac mixture of pale brown on the back, wings, and tail. 
The lege and reet bright reddish-orange. 

WHITE-TAILED TATLER. 

(Tota""" ocAropu, TEX •. ii. p. 651. RICHARD. and SWAINS. North. 
Zool. ii. p. 392. TriAg_ oeAropu, GKEL. Sy.t. i. p. 676 .• p. 13. 
LATH. Ind. ii. p. 'i'29. 1A B~_M. ou Cul-Bltme, BUFF. Ois. vii. 
p.534. Pl. Enlum. 843. [young of the year.] Grem Stuulpipn-, 
PENN. Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 475. No. 389?) 

Sp, eRARACT. - Dark OlivaceouB-brown, with green reflectiona, and 
spotted with white; three or four outer tail feathers white, or with 
a spot only towards their extremities; quills blackish-brown. 

TaB Green Sandpiper, as this species has been called, ia 
principally an inhabitant of the northern parts of Europe, 
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retiring in summer to the deep mor&llll8S of Sweden, Rus. 
sia, and Siberia, and extending its vernal migrations as far 
as Iceland. One or two specimens have also been obtained 
at Hudson's Bay j but, as yet it can only be considered an 
accidental straggler in North America. In autumn, they 
visit the milder parts of the old continent, and are at that 
season seen occasionally in England, remaining from about 
the middle of September to the end of April. It mostly 
frequents marshes, pools, and shallow streams, preferring a 
residence near fresh water to the sea-eoast, where it is but 
rarely seen. It is at all times a solitary bird, associating 
only by pairs, or merely accompanying their brood. When 
disturbed, like the other species, it makes a very shrill and 
whistling note as it takes to wing. Its food consists of small 
worms, flies, and other soft-bodied insects. 

According to Temminck, they breed in the central parts 
of Europe, making a Dest in the sand, or in the herbage, 
Dear to fresh waters, laying 3 to " eggs of a whitish green, 
with brOWD spots. 

The White-Tailed Tatler from Hudson's Bay, was about 81nches 
9 lines long. The bill from above 1 inch" lines. Tarsus 1 inch 3 
linea. - The upfIttr' plumage dark hair-brown with green reflections, 
dotted on the edges of the scapulars, tertiaries, and a few of the le&
ser coverts with whitish triangular specks, each spot having a dark 
margin. Primaries blackish-brown. Tail and ita coverts white i 3 
broad black barB towards the ends of the central tail feathers, fewer 
on the more exterior ones, and merely a spot or two on the two outer 
pairs. Line over the eye and cheeb whitish, with d1l8ky Btreab; 
a dark stripe on the lores. Front of the neck, breast, and flanks 
pale dusky-brown, with dark central stripes; the remainder of the 
under plumage pure white. Wings rather longer than the tall. 
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GREEN-RUMP TATLER. 

(TotImueldoropygiu, VII:ILL'. BoIUP. BynopB. No. 263. RICHARD. 
North. Zoo!. ii. p. 393. Solitary Sandpiper, (77mgtl .alittJritJ,) 
WILSOII, vii. p. 53. pI. 58. fig. 3. Phil. Muaeum, No. 7763.) 

Bp. CH.uu.cT.-Brown-olive, with slight green reflections, and 
spotted with whitish; rump and middle tail feathers also dark 
brown; tail white, broadly barred with blacki.eh; quills and their 
shafts brownish-black. 

THB Solitary Tatler of Wilson is, probably, with the 
change of seasons, a general inhabitant of the whole North 
American continent. Early in May it arrives in Pennsyl
vania from the south, and a few remain to breed, according 
to the above author, in the marshy solitudes of the moun
tains of Virginia, Kentucky, and Pennsylfania; the greater 
part of the species, proceed, however, to the boreal regions, 
as far as the extremity of the continent. According to 
Richardson, it makes no nest, but merely deposits its eggs 
on the bare beach, or the gravelly banks of rivers; in such 
situations, or near mouotain springs, brooks, or pools, they 
are seen solitary or by pairs, ruoning swiftly when alarmed 
or in pursuit of their prey, and seldom taking wing until 
hard pressed. on which occasion it makes a short circular 
flight, and soon alights near the same place to renew its 
search for subsistence. Occasionally it stops and watches 
the observer, often nodding or balancing its head and tail, 
almost in the manner of the European Wagtail (Motacilla). 
It is extremely unsuspicious of danger, proceeding in its 
1l81lal occupation almost unconcerned, when nearly ap
proached: in tact, the safety of the species, is in no small 
measure, due to their solitary and retiring habits, as they 
are never seen on the strand of the sea, nor collected into 
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flooks, SO as either to fall in the principal path of the fowler, 
or to present themselves in sufficient numbers for a sueees. 
ful shot. Their flesh, however, is well flavored, and they 
are usually fat. 

In Massachusetts, the Solitary Tatler is only seen at the 
commencement of cool weather. About the beginning of 
September, they arrive in single pairs, apparently, ·from the 
north, at which tQne also they are supposed to descend from 
their breeding resorts in the mountains, and now frequent 
the miry borders of tide-water streams and estuaries, as well 
as small ponds, and, in short, any situation which affords the 
means of subsistence with little labor. They feed princi
pally upon insects, such as small coleoptera, and cater
pillars. 

A pair, but oftener a single individual, have usually &&. 
quented, very familiarly, the small fish-pond in the Botanic 
Garden in Cambridge. Attracted by the numerous D"". 
tias and their larve, which feed upon the water IiIy (Ny. 
pluza odorata,) I observed one of them tripping along upoD 
the sinking leaves with great agility, expanding its wings, 
and gently flitting over the treacherous element in the man
ner of the Rail. At another time, probably the same indi
vidual, (who at first was accompanied by a mate,) was seen, 
day after day, collecting insects, and contentedly resting in 
the interval, on the border of the pond. The water having 
been recently let off, the lily leaves and insects were cov
ered with mud; as soon then as our little familiar and clean
ly visitor had swallowed a few of these insects, he washed 
them down with a drink of the water, and at the same time 
took the precaution to cleanse his bill and throat. Indeed 
it is remarkable, that however dirty the employment of these 
shore birds may be, so neat are they in all their habits, that 
not a stain or a soil is allowed for a moment to remain upon 
their limbs or plumage. This species is usually silent, ex-
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cept when suddenly flushed, at which times it utters a sharp 
whistle, like most of the other kinds to which it is related. 
According to the observations of Mr. Ivas (of Salem), the 
Solitary Tatier swims and dives, with great facility, when 
disabled flom flying by a wound; it even proceeds under the 
water, like the Divers or Grebes, and is only overtaken by a 
close pursuit. This species is allied to T. glareola, but, at 
the same time, essentially distinct. 

The Green.Rump Tatler is about 8, inches long. The bill from 
above, about 11 inches. Tarsus about the length of the bill. Hind 
toe 3 lines. Summer plumage uJ tlte adult. Upper parts, including 
the central pair of tail feathers dark olive-brown, slightly glossed 
with green, and interspersed with small marginal, angular, white 
spots; the lateral tail feathers and their coverts barred with black 
and white; the white bars being broadest on the former; rump feath
ers merely edged with white. Wings unspotted, except on the 
margins of the tertiaries. Primaries, their coverts, and the anterior 
border of the wing, deep brownillh-black, with all the shafts of the 
same brown color. - Under plumage white; short stripe over the 
eye whitish; sides of the head, front of the neck, and breast, streaked 
with pale olive brown; inside of the wings, and long axiliaries bar
red with blackish-brown and white. Bill blackish-brown. Legs 
and feet dUllky-olive. Tail somewhat roundcd laterally: in most of 
our specimens there are white spots on the margins of the middle 
tail feathers. In the adult? probably, thelle spots are obsolete or 
wanting. 
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(To/linus 1IulCI,/tlrius, TEMM. BONAP. Syn. No. 264. Spotted Sand
piper, PF.S!'I . Arct. Zool. ii . p. 473. No. 385. WILSOII, vii. p. 60. 
pI. 59. fig . 1. [adult] Spotted Tringa, (Tringa nUll·ulala.) ED
WARDS, pI. Z77. lower figure. Phil. Museum, No. 4056.) 

SP. CHAR.<CT.- Glossy olive brown, waved with dusky; rump and 
tail of the same color with the rest of the plumage; one or more 
outer tail feathers white, barred with black; quills dark olive 
brown, with a large white spot on the inner web - Adtdt, beneath 
white, with roundish dusky spots; bill yellow below, black tow&rde 
the tip. - Young, beneath white; wing coven. edged, but not 
barred, with waving dusky linea; upper mandible blackish. 

TilE Peet Weet, is one of the most familiar and common 
of all the New England marsh birds, arriving along our 
river shores and low meadows, about the beginning of May, 
from their mild or tropical winter quarters, in Mexico, and 
probably the adjoining islands of the West Indies. By the 
20th of April, Wilson observed their arrival on the shores 
of the ~Iarge rivers in the state of Pennsylvania. They 
migrate and breed from the Middle States, in all probability. 
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to the confines of the St. Lawrence, or further j but were 
not seen by Dr. Riohardson, or any of the Arotio expedi
tiODS, in the remote boreal regioDS, or around Hudson's Bay, 
as had been asserted by Hutchioson. It is also an acci
dental visitor in the old continent, being sometimes observed 
on the coasts of the Baltic, and in Germany, but still more 
rarely in Great Britain. As to resi4ence, therefore, the 
Spotted Tatler may be considered as exclusively American, 
and confined chiefly to the limits of the more temperate parts 
of the Union. 

As soon as the Peet Weet arrives on the coasts, small 
roving flocks are seen, at various times of the day, coursing 
rapidly along the borders of our tide water streams, flying 
swift and rather low, in circuitous sweeps along the mean
ders of the creek or river, and occasionally crossing from 
side to side, in rather a sportive and cheerful mein, than as 
the needy foragers, they appear at the close of autumn. 
While flying out in these wide circuits, agitated by superior 
feelings to those of hunger and necessity, we hear the 
shores re-echo the shrill and rapid whistle of ,weet, 'weet, 
'weet, 'weet, and usually closing the note, with som. 
thing like a warble, as they approach their companions on 
the strand. The cry then again varies to 'peel, weet weet 
tDeet, beginning high and gradually declining into a 80m. 
what plaintive tone. As the season advances, our little 
lively marine wanderers often trace the streams some di&o 
tance into the interior, nesting usually in the fresh meadows 
among the grass, sometimes eve':l near th~ house and I 
have seen their eggs laid in a strawberry bed, and the young 
and old pleased with their allowed protection, familiarly fed 
and probed the margin of an adjoining duck pond, for their 
usual fare of worms and insects.· 
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Like the preceding apeeies, but more fieqoently, they 
have the habit of balancing or wagging the tail, in which 
even the young join as BOOn as they are fledged. From the 
middle to the close of May, as they happen to arrive in the 
dift'erent climates chosen for their sommer residence, the 
pairs, seceding from their companions, seek out a site for 
their nest, which is always in a dry open field of grass 01' 

grain, sometimes in the seclusion and shade of a field.of 
maise, but most commonly in a dry pas.ture, contiguous-to 
the sea shore; and in some of the solitary and small sea 
islands, several pairs, sometimes nest near to each other, in 
the immediate vicinity of the noisy nurseries of the quail
ing Terus. - The nest, sunk into the bosom of a grassy 
tuft, is slightly made of its withered tops, and with a thin 
lining of hay or bent. The eggs 4 in number, are of a 
greyish yellow, or dull cream color, marked with a great 
nomber of spees and spots of dark brown, with a Tery few, 
of a somewhat lighter shade, the whole most numerous at 
the larger end: they are about 1-1- inches in length, and 
very wide at the greater end. On being flushed from 
her eggs, the female goes off without uttering any com
plaint; but when surprised with her young, she prae> 
tises all the arts of dissimulation common to many other 
birds, fluttering in the path, as if badly wounded, and gen
erally succeeds, in this way, so far to deceive a dog, or per
haps squirrel, as to cause them to overlook the brood, fbr 
whose protection these instinctive arts are practised; 1lGt 
are the young without their artful instinct, for on heariJlr 
the reiterated cries of their parents, they scatter about, and 
squatting still in the withered grass, almost exactly their 
color, it is with careful search very difficult to discover them, 

• AI at Ea Roct, near Nabant. where U,oy IIppeDr l18dutoualy &0 ....... '""i; 
IIIIaII pordoa o( .-wbleb 11011'8 on U,at IeIeI. . ..",.:. 
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80 that nine times out of ten, they would be overlooked, 
and only be endangered by the tread, which they would 
eodure sooner than betray their conscious retreat. 

At a later period, the shores and marshes resound with 
the quick, clear, and oft repeated note of put fIIeet, put 
fillet, followed up by a plaintive call 00 the young, of put, 
put put 1 put 1 If this is not answered by the scattered 
brood, a reiterated 'fllut 'fllut 'flleet, 'fllait 'fllait is heard, 
the voice dropping on the final syllables. The whole 
marsh and the shores at times echo to this loud, lively, 
and solicitous call of the affectionate parents for their 
brood. The cry, of course, is most &equent towards ev~ 
aiDg, when the little family, separated by the necessity of 
aeattering themselves over the ground in quest of food, are 
again desirous of reassembling to roost. The young, as 
BOOn as hatched, run about in the grass, and utter, from the 
first a weak plaintive pup, at length, more &equent and 
audible; and, an imitation of the whistle of 'put fDut, is 
almost sure to meet with an answer, from the sympathizing 
broods which now throng our marshes. When the note ~ 
pears to be answered, the parents hurry, and repeat their call 
with great quickness. The late Mr. William Bartram, 80 

long and happily devoted to the study of nature, with which 
be delighted to associate, informed Wilson of the spirited 
defence which one of these Peet Weets made of her young 
agaiDBt the attacks of a Ground Squirrel. The place was 
on the river shore; the female had thrown herself, with her 
two young behind her, between them and the land; and 
at every attempt of the enemy to seize them by a circuitous 
sweep, she raised both her wings, almost perpendicularly, 
and assuming this formidable appearance, rushed towards 
the squirrel, who intimidated by this show of resistance, in
stantly retreated, but soon returning, was met as before, in 
front and flank, by the resolute bird, who with her wings 

... -
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and plumage bristled up, seemed swelled to twice ber usual 
size. The young crowded together behind her, sensible or 
their peril, moving backwards and forwards as she advanced 
or retreated. In this way the contest endured for about ten 
minutes, when as the strength of our little heroine began 
to fail, the friendly presence of the humane relater put an 
end to the unequal and doubtful contest. 

Young and old, previous to their departure, frequent the 
sea shores, like most of the species, but never associate with 
other kinds, nor become gregarious, living always in families, 
till the time of their departure, which usually occurs about 
the middle of October. While near the shore, they feed 
on small shrimps, coleoptera, and probably also moluscL 

The length of the Spotted Tatler is from 6 to 7A inches. Bill nearly 
an inch long, straight to the tip, which is curved, grooved nearly to 
the extremity, the. point hard and horny, with no appearance of 
nervous pits, and therefore, but little sensitive; the color to the tip 
is brownish-yellow, brightest below; the hard extremity black.
Uppr;r plumage, of a glossy brown olive, with greenish reflectioll8. 
Summit of thc head and neek marked with longitudinal dusky spots 
along the shafts of the feathers; the back, scapulars, and tertiariel 
undulatingly barred with dark olive-brown, the bars in zigzag on the 
larger and longer feathers. Quills dusky-brown, the 2 first plaiD, 
the 8ucceeding marked each with a large oval white spot on their 
inner webs; secondaries white on the inner webs for more than 
half their length, broadly tipt with white, and with some white on 
put of the outer webs: bastard wing bordered and terminated with 
white. Rump and rounded tail, plain olive-brown; the central 
feathers faintly tipt with dusky, the rest more or 1e88 barred with 
dusky, and more distinctly terminated with white; the outerDlOllt 
lateral feather barred with black, but whiu tmly on the cmtr;r wei. 
Lores dusky. Stripe over the eye and eye-lid white. Below white, 
tinged with grey at the sides of the neck; nearly all the feathen 
ending in a subterminal, roundish, dusky olive spot, (giving the 
whole bird, with its plain plumage, straight and black tipped yellow 
bill, no unapt resemblance to a Thrush, and hence the name of 7\Ir
cia lJfIUUieu, given it by Bri880n.) Legs rather stout, dull wu 
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feDow, the tamu IODIeWhat Ihorter than the bill. IriI buel.
FIIfIIGk larger, with the sipap on the tertiarie • ...wI, olMcare 
IDd confined to the ti)lll; with the white apot on the wing c0m

mencing on the 2d primary, where, however, it w amalI IDd mot. 
tled. Outer tail feather,lDd a great part of the 2d white, withduky 
""'.- YOIIng, white below,lDd without apot., the sides of the breut 
w-grey; two fint primaries often wholly duBky-olive; top of the 
head IDd neck plain olive-brown, without spot. or with very taint 
tracllB of them; covert. of the wingB and the long feathen of the 
back all without barB, terminated with dark curved edginp, and 
tipped with Blender borden of pale rufoul or greywh-white. Outer 
tail feather in IODIe white, in othen with much olive, all barred 
with blacmh. 

Subgenus. - ·EULJGA.t 

BILL slightly curving fiom near the middle, deprell88d at the hue, 
about the length of the head. LBO. and F.l:BT robust, the latter 
warty beneath; hind toe half the length of the inner one. Wing. 
IIhorter than the tail. 

Thill beautiful bird, for which thW I18Ction is instituted, w in habit 
IDd plumage more allied to the Curlew. than the preaent genu. 
The bill i. thus fiaintly curved fiom below the point; the feet are 
equally robUBt. The ban on the illJler part. of the wing and it. 
uillariel, u weD u the longitudinal and arrow shaped IPOt. of the 
neck and breut; and particularly the medial line on the top of the 
head, are characteriatic trait. in the livery of aeveral apeciea of NtJ.
flWlliu. But the inner and middle toe are divided to the baae, and 
the biD il not longer than the head, u well u lharp at the extremity. 
Theae bird. nrely ever frequent the aea coul, reBiding chiefly in 
meadow., and plaina near the aea (in autumn,) aubBiBtiing almOBt 
wholly on coleoptera, graaahoppen, and other land insect.. They 
appear to moult only once in the year. 
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(Totantu Bartramitu, TEIIII. ii. p. 650. BOlfn. Synops. No. 262. 
RICHARD. North. Zoo!. ii. p. 391. Tringa Bartramia, WILlOII, 

vii. p. 63. pl. 59. fig. 2. T. lDngkaw, BECHST. Vog. Nachtr. 
Der Langguc/lID4ntz.te &ran.dlatifer, NAuli. Vog. Nacbtr. t. 3t!. 
fig. 76. Phil. Mu.aeum, No. 4040.) 

Sr. CUAR4CT.- Rump black; winge much shorter than the taper
ing tail, lint primary barred on the inner web; bill somewhat 
curved, below brownish-yellow towards the bue. 

IbRTRAM's Tatler, known here by the name of the Up
land Plover, 80 very distinct from the rest of the tribe with 
which it is associated in the systems, is one of the most 
common birds along the sea coast of Massachusetts, making 
its appearance with its fat and well fed brood, as early as 
the 20th of July, becoming more abundant towards the 
middle of August, when the market of Boston is amply 
BUpplied with this delicate and justly esteemed game. 
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According to the season of the year, they are found 
throughout the continent, many retiring south of the equatM 
to pass the winter. They are observed in May, already 
busily gleaning coleopterous in!8Cts on the remote boreal 
plains of the Saskatchewan, and abound in the extensive 
prairies west of the Mississippi. At this time, and in 
June, they are seen common also, in Worcester county, 
(Mass.) and are believed to breed there. They are equally 
frequent on the plains of Long Island and New Jersey, and 
in similar bare and dry pastures in various parts of Massa
chusetts, particularly about Sekonk, and in Rhode Island, 
near to the sea coast, where they pass the greater part of 
the summer. Wilson, who first described the species, met 
with it in the meadows of the SehuylkilJ, pursuing insects 
among the grass with great activity. As a straggler, it has 
been seen, though very rarely, in Germany and HoUand. 

The breeding range of this species, extends, in aU pro
bability, from Pennsylvania to the fur countries of Upper 
Canada, as well as westward, on either side of the Missis
sippi. Scattering broods and nests, made in dry meadows, 
are not uncommon a few miles from Salem, where Mr. N. 
West informs me, he saw the young just fledged, the pre
sent season, (1833) in the month of July. 

While here, they feed much upon grasshoppers, which 
now abound in every field, and become so plump as to 
weigh upwards of three quarters of a pound. They keep 
together usually in broods, or small companies, not in 
gregarious swarms, like the Sandpipers, and when ap
proached, are, like Plovers, silent, shy, and watchful, 80 

that it requires some address to approach them within 
gun shot. They run fast, the older birds sometimes drop
ping their wings and spreading the tail, as if attempting 
to decoy the spectator from paying attention to their 
brood. On alighting, they stand erect, remain still, and, 
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on any alarm, utter three or four sharp querulous whistling 
notes as they mount to fly. In the pastures they familiarJy 
follow, or feed around the cattle, and can generally be best 
approached from a cart or wagon, for though very wary of 
man, they have but little apprehension of danger, in the 
company of domestic animals. In August, the roving fami
lies now approach the vicinity of the sea, resorting to feed 
and roost in the contiguous dry fields. In the morning, 
as they fly high in the air, in straggling lines, their short 
warbling whistle is sometimes heard high over head, while 
proceeding inland to feed, and the same note is renewed in 
the evening, as they pass to their roosts. It is also very 
probable, that this is usually the time they employ in their 
migrations to the south, which commence here, early in 
September, and by the middle of that month, a few strag
glers only are found. 

The length of Bartram's Tatler, is from 12 to 13 inches; and about 
21 in alar extent. The bill 1 inch 2 to 4 lines, black above, bright 
brownish yellow, inclining to orange below, towards the base. Tarsus 
from It to 2 inches, wax-yellow; soles of the feet lemon-yellow, 
inner toe free, the web between the other toes short and thick. Iris 
dusky. - Adult, in 8UlIlmeT dress; upper plumage mostly blackish
brown, cdged with tawny-rufous, sometimes almost fading into 
white. Summit of the head blackish-brown, the centre, in one of 
the sexes divided by a medial line of pale rufous; scapulars, 
tertials, and greater wing coverts, more or less obscurely barred with 
a deeper tint of blackish-brown; the rufous margins broader, some
times forming angular indentions between the dark bars. Lower 
part of the back, and most of the tail coverts, pitch-bl:1Ck. SpuriOWl 
wings, and primaries with their coverts, blackish-brown; the shaft of 
the lst primary white, as well as the whole of the ~nner web, which 
is barred and marbled with dusky; the inner webs of the other quills 
are also more obscurely barred; secondaries tipped and spotted with 
white. Tail graduated, orange-buff, tipt with white; the outer feath
ers more broadly, sparingly, and distinctly barred with black, the ter
minal bar broad, and deeply indented, the bu1f replaced by greyish-
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brown, in the central pair of feathers. - Under pl'll'Rlllge, chin and 
belly white; under tail coverts tinged with rufous, the large lateral 
feathers barred with dark brown. Neck and breast, pale tawny. 
butr, the former streaked, the latter croBBed by arrow-headed mara 
of blackish.brown, flanks barred with the same. All the under 
wing coverts and lining, as well as the long axillaries white, barred 
with dusky.brown, (female.) The sexes appear alike in plumage : 
yet some individuals are darker, with narrow, and paler edgings to 
the feathers. 

OBS. The moult (probably only annual,) takes place immediately 
after breeding, (in July,) and the plumage appears wholly similar 
with that of the vernal dress, which preceded it. The head, as in 
the Plover, is much more curved and elevated than in any other 
species of this genus. - The slight curve in the bill is wanting in 
our figure. 

In atldition to our account of the Solitary Tatler (Totanus chiOTo
pygiU8); we remark, that its whistle, uttered when alarmed, or about 
to fly, is shorter and sharper than that of the Yellow Lf'g. It is, as 
we have already described, by no means shy; habitually solitary; 
often nods the head and tail; sometimes uttering a low faint peep, 
when watched too assiduously; and, when satisfied with its prey of 
insects, which it watches and pursues with eagerness, it frequently, 
in the manner of the Rail, steals off, and hldes so closely in the 
sedge, as to defy discovery, and will not, on s,!ch occasions, rise to 
Bight, however disturbed, till nearly trod upon. 

GODWITS. (LIlIIOSA, Briss. ~c.) 

b these birds the BILL is very long, and straight, more or less re
curved from the middle, rather rounded and slender, very soft and 
flexible throughout, depressed; dilated, flat, and obtuse at the point j 
both mandibles deeply furrowed their whole length. NOSTRILS in 
the furrows of the bill, basal, lateral, linear, pervious. FEET and 
legs, long and slender, with a large naked space above the knee: 
3 toes before and one behind; the middle united to the outer toe by 
a membrane which extends to the 1st articulation; the hind toe 
eort and slender, touching the ground only at the tip. Wi,.,..long 
IUld IICllte j 1st primary longest. Tail of 12 feathers. 
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The ItJfAfIlc larger, and of aomewhat duller colon. The,.... 
IC&1'Cely diJl"ering from the adult in winter plumage. They moah 
twice in the year, changing greatly the colors of their plumage, 
and the 1emaIe acquires her dre .. later than the male. 

The Godwits are large birds allied to the Curlews, with very long 
bills and legs, dwelling principally in marshes, and frequenting the 
estuaries, and muddy banks of rivers, at no great distance, from 
the sea. Their Bight is weak, and their habits principally noc
tumal, feeding usually on insects, larvm and worms, which they 
collect at twilight, or by the light of the moon; for this p~ 
they thrust their long and sensitive billa, like Snipes, into mud and 
wet sand, as the feebleneBB of this organ renders it unfit for foraging 
in the earth, or in gravel. Indolent, timid, and shy, they live in 
Socks, IlCattered over the deep morasses, where they reBOrt, hiding 
sedulously by day among the rank gr&B8 and reeds, which they only 
leave night and moming in questof food; at such times their hoarae 
and shrill barking voice, is heard from the depths of the marsh, and 
has, from its quailing discordance, been compared to the cry of a goat. 
When discovered, they ron out rapidly, without taking wing, among 
the reeds and swampy grounds in which they are always entrenched. 
They breed in society in the same situations, they usually fre
quent, laying their eggs among the grass or in the shelter of ad
joining bushes. The Godwits, like some of our Sandpipers, (par
ticularly Tringa WiUOIIii,) migrate in flocks, by night, particularly 
when it is moonlight, and may, at such times, be heard, and some
timel seen p&B8ing along high in the air. The species of the genua 
are few, but .pread over all the cold and temperate parts of the north
ern hemisphere. Of these, in all about four, two &fe confined to 
Europe, and two others to North America. 
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GREAT MARBLED GODWIT. 

(IA_Juloa, VIE1LL. Bo/IA.p. No. 266. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 
395 theat Godvril, PEIIII. Aret. Zool. ii. p. 465. No. 371. MarWM 
GoAum, bID. Suppl. p. 68. No.471. &oUJptnJuioG, WILIOll, vii. 
p . 3O. pI. 56. fig . 4. [female.] Phil. Muaeum, No. 4019.) 

Sr. CRARACT. - Bill recurved; rump uniform in color with the 
re.t of the plumage; tail brownish, banded with black. - Sum.nur 
pl",_ge, dusky-brown, varied with rufoUB; beneath pale ferru· 
ginOUB. Winter dru., cinereoUB; beneath whitish. Mal., with 
the breast marked with undulating bars of dwy.brown. 

THE Marbled Godwit is only a transient visiter aJong the 
eea coasts of the United States, in the spring and faJI, on its 
way to and from its breeding place in the north. Accord. 
ing to Richardson, they abound in the summer season in 
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174 WADING BIBD8. 

the interior of the fur countries, being particularly plenti
ful on the Saskatchewan plains, where it frequents marshes 
and bogs, walking on the surface of the swamp moss, 
(8p1uJgM,) and thrusting down its bill to the nostrils in 
quest of worms and leeches, which it discovers by the 
sensitive point of its bill, thus finding means to obtain • 
kind of food which would otherwise be imperceptible to 
any other sense. They no doubt, likewise vary their fare, 
and feed also upon insects, and larVal. They arrive on the 
coasts of the Middle States in the month of May, and IiDger 
on till som~ time in June. Many, however, at this time, 
have already arrived at their ultimate destination in the 
north, so that it is not improbable but some of these God
wits may breed in more temperate regions to the west as 
well as north, selecting the high plains of the Rocky Moun
tains, in situations sufficiently moist. At all events, they 
are Been in the lower part of Missouri, in the course of the 
spring, but migrate, like most other waders, along the sea 
coast, in the way to their tropical winter quarters. 

The Marbled Godwit, in large flocks, appears in the salt 
marshes of Massachusetts, about the middle of August, 
particularly towards the eastern extremity of the Bay, 
around Chatham, and the Vineyard j their stay is, however, 
very short, and they, at the same time, no doubt, visit the 
eastern coast of Long Island. On these occasions, they 
are assembled by many hundreds together, and usually 
associate with the Short Billed Curlews, they themselves 
being called Red Curlews; though here they are distinguish
ed also by the name of Doe-birds, and, being at this season 
fat, are highly esteemed for the table. They are very shy 
and cautious, but when once confused by the fall and cries 
of any of their companions, great destruction may be made 
among them before they recover from the delusion j they 
thus make repeated circuits round the wounded and com-
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plaining, and may alao be enticed within gun shot, by IIIlJo 

tating their whistling call, in the manner of the Curlew. 
Indeed without some contrivance of this kind, they cm 
aeldom ever be approached. They are seen. it appears. iD 
the Middle States as late u October, or November, but Il1'8 

Dot met with on this coast beyond the close of September. 

Length of the male Godwit, 19 inches; of thefemale 21. Length 
of the bill from above, in the male, 3 inches 9 lines; of the female" 
inches 10 linea. TB.1'8U8 in the male 2 inches 10 lines; of the female 
3 inches. The bill very slightly curved upwards; above, and at the 
tip blackish-brown, on the sides and beneath dull :Besh-color. Legs 
greenish-black. Above dusky-brown, spotted or barred with di1ferent 
tints ofbutr or ferruginous, head darker. On the fore part of the back, 
_pulars, and tertiaries, the pale rust color forms transverse spot8 
or bars; on the rump, tail, and its coverts, the pale bars are broader 
than the dark ones. Four first quills blackish-brown, edged with butr; 
their inner webs, the remaining quills, the secondaries, and part of the 
greater coverts, bright yellowish-butr, sprinkled with black; shaft 
of the first quill brownish-white. Line from the nostrils to the up
per eye-lid and the chin white; cheeks the same, streaked with 
dWiky. UJ&der plufrUI{fe bright wood-brown, with small dWlky spots 
on the neck; breast and :Banks barred with the same. The whole 
inside of the wings, and under surface of the tail, rufous-orange.
In some specimens the inner wing coverts, and under tail coverts 
are barred with liver-brown. Middle Mil in some individuals notch
ed, in others entire. 

HUDSONIAN GODWIT. 

(Li_ AuUtmictl, SWAIlr80N, and RICHARD. North Zool. ii. p. 
396. Hudaonian Godwit, LATH. PENN. Arct. Zool. Suppl. ii. p. 
68. SeoUrptIz Aud6oraicG, LATH. Ind. ii. p. 720. sp. 20. RetJ. 
6retUtetl God1Dit, EDWARDS, pI. 138.) 

Bp. eHARACT. - Bill very slightly recurved ; -rump white; tailllOJDI
what doubly forked, black, with a white base and tip; uillary 
feathers black. - Stctmner plu'Ittage duaky-brown, varied with pale 
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rafoUlj beneath cbeltnut, 8potted and barred with duky. ..,... 
tIIr tlreu uhy-brown, beneath on the breut grey, below white. 

TUB Hudaonian, or American Black-Tailed Godwit, 
though abundant in the barren grounds near the Aretic 
.ea, where it breeds, is an uncommon visiter in the eutern 
and Middle States of the Union; although, from all ana
logy, and the impossibility of the species subsisting through 
the winters of its natal regions, we are eertain that the whole 
retire into mild climates to pass the winter. They probably, 
like some other birds of the same countries, retire south
:ward by an inland route, or even pass the autumn on the 
shores of the North-Western coast of the continent; be tlUa 
as it may, the present bird is among our greatest rarities; 
as I have seldom seen more than two or three pair in the 
course of the season; these are found on the neighboring 
coast of the Bay, and called by the market people of B0s
ton, Goose-Birds. I obtained a solitary pair of these strag
glers about the 8th of September; they were very fat and 
well flavored, scareely distinguishable, in this respect, from 
the. Curlew, and appeared to have been feeding on some 
Ulva or other vegetable substanee. Several pair of young and 
old birds were brought to market this year, (1833), from the 
6th to the 30th of the same month. An individual, now in 
the Philadelphia Museum, was shot also, near the coast of 
Cape May, in New Jersey. They sometimes associate 
with the Plovers, and descending to the marshes and the 
strand, feed upon minute shell-fish, shrimps, and the roots 
of the Zostera. According to Richardson, they frequent 
boggy lakes; like the preeeding, probing the sp~ IDCl 
mud in quest of insects, and minute shell-fish. Its maDD8I'8 

are similar to those of the L. fedoa, and in moet respects it 
makes an approach to the Black-Tailed species of Europe; 
it is, however, somewhat larger, and readily contradis· 
tinguished. The L. meltmura frequently utters a low, plaia-
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tive, yelping note, like the barking of a puppy, or small 
whining dog. The Red Godwit, is indeed called the Barker 
by Butron, from the similarity and frequence of this habit. 
The English name of Yarwhelp, for the 11Ulanura, has also 
reference probably to the same note; and the clandestine pas
sage, high in the air, and in the dead of night, of the myste
rious • &tJm 'Mistln-s,' sometimes heard in my native vil
lage,- in Yorkshire, and to which, harmless superstition 0c

casionally added some supernatural presage, was, in all proba
bility, nothing more than a wandering visit of this singular 
company of Yelpers, or Curlews, returning to their native 
marshes and fens in the interior, where formerly they were 
known to breed. 

The L. 11Ulanura nests in the high grass of the meadows, 
near water, and lays 4 eggs of a dark olive, marked with 
large pale brown spots. 

Length of the male Hudaonian Godwit 15 to 16 inches; of the 
ItIfIUIle 18 to 19. Bill measured from above, in the male, 3 inches or 
Ie.; in the female 3 inches 7 lines, rather more curved upwards 
than that of L. fedos; dark umber above and at the point; else
where purplish flesh color. Legs and feet black. Tarsus of the 
male about 2 inches; of the female 2 inchell 41 lines. - Summer
,zru6, .,.ith the top of the head dusky-brown, with pale edgings. 
Line over the eye whitish and spotted. Sides of the head and tile 
DeCk above and below, wood-brown, with dark streaks. Scapulars, 
interllCapulars, and tertiaries, dark liver-brown, tinged with green, 
the tips and marginal spots dilute wood-brown, or pale rufous. Mid. 
dle and hind part of the back dark clove-brown, with pale edginI" 
Broad transve!'lle band on the rump, the base and tip of the tail, while i 
middle of the tail and ends of its longer ooverts black; central poi. 
or tail feathers tipped with pale olive-brown. Primary coverts an4 
quilla blackish-brown; the .hafts white to near their tips. U1ItUr 
plvmage posterior to the neck, deep chestnut-brown; the breast 
marked with roundish black spots, the belly with undulating bars, 
which become much broader and more numerous posteriorly and 
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on the tail coverts; the posterior under plumage is also tipt with 
white j the two longest under tail coverts are white, with two 
large, oblong, black blotches. Under wing coverts blackish-brown, 
tipt with white; long axillaries and the lesser coverts surrounding 
them, unspottt'd pitch-black. Wings equal in length to the tail, 
which is partially forkf'd, the central pair of feathers, being, how
ever, as long as the outer pair, thus producing a double emargination, 
or notehing; outermost feather nearly all white, except the obliqne 
tip which runs f.'U' down on the inner web. In the female the chest
nut of the undt'r plulllage is less pure, more tipt with white, and 
barred with bluel" and the nails of thl·ir middle toes arc more apt 
to be dentatf'd; (in the 7 specim!'ns before llll', howev!'r, there is DO 

vestige of a notch;) this charactl'r even varies in the feet of the 
same individual. - 1f'inte-r plumage, a dark mouse grey, almost 
wholly without spots and !'dgings. Below, this color on the throat 
and breast is dilute, nnd tinged with yellowish, the rest of the in
ferior plUlllage f:u)ing into white towards the belly and v~nt. 

In the y01lllg of tile yrllr, the h!'ad and neck are of a dull brownish
grey, the former spotted with dusky-brown. The back and scapulars 
dusky-brown, edgl'd with rufous-white, a few of the lon~st often 
partly barred at tlleir extremities. Rump greyish pitch-black, the low
er part and tail coverts pure white, a few of the latter tipt with black. 
Tail black, the lower part of the feathers white, tips brownish-white, 
outermost hil feather for the most part white, obliquely tipt with 
black. Stripe over the eye whitish. Lores dusky-brown. ChiD, 
rump, and under tail coverts, white. Throat and breast brownish-ash 
color; below white, faintly tinged with rufous. Slight indications of 
waving spots on the sides of the breast. Wing coverts ash, dWI 
along the shafts, greater coverts broadly fringed with ashy-white. 
The first 4 primaries brownish-black, the rest and secondaries white 
below, that color extending farther up on the outer shafts. Primary 
coverts pitch black, tipt broadly with greyish-white, shoulder of the 
wing dusky. Long axillaries, intimate and upper lining of the 
wing black; the anterior lining broadly edged with white. Intimate 
lining of tile secondaries principally white. Legs and feet oli.,.. 
black, webs of the the toes unequal, the outer extending to the firII& 
articulation, the other half as long. Bill slightly curved upward-, 
dusky-brown above, black at tip, the greater part of the lower mao
dible brownish-red: in the male 2t inches long; (measured from 
above) in the female 3! inches. Len~ of the male 15 inches; 01 
the female 17. 
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TIlE WHITE GODWIT. 

(Limoa4 EliU:4TQSii, RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 3!lS. in a note. 
The White Godwit from Hudson's Bay (Fedoa Canaticnaia, rostro 
mrsum reCllTlJO,) EDWARDS, pl. 139. posterior figure. 

OF this bird nothing is yet known b£'yond Edwards's figure and 
description, made from a specimen brought from Hudson's Bay by 
Mr. Isham in 1745. "This bird is of the size of the RI·d·Brpasted 
Godwit (L. llmlsoniclls,) and its measures agree pretty nl'urly there
with, exe£'pt the Bill, which is rather longer, nnd turns upwards to
wards the point like that of /lroutla (Ru1LT1Jirosira.) Th" bill is of 
an orange color, but bllLck ILt the point; it bends gradually upwlLrds, 
like a scythe, and is justly represented in the fignr!'. TIl(' plumlLge 
of this bird is white all over, exe£'pting the tail, til!' greawr quiIIs, 
and the small feathers on the ridge of the wing, which arc ofa dirty 
or yel1owish-white; the covert felLthers withinside of the wings are 
light brown; the legs are bare above the knees; the outer is joined 
to the middle toe; the legs, feet, and claws are all of a dark brown 
color." - EDWARDS. 

SNIPE, &c. (SCOLOPAX, Lin.) 

WITH the BILL long, straight, slender and compressed, soft and 
flexible; the point depressed, dilated, tumid, and obtuse, minutely 
tuberculawd or dotted, projecting over the lower mandible: both 
mandibles furrowed to the middle. NOSTRILS in the furrow of the 
bill, basal, lateral, linear, pervious, covered by a membrane. Feet 
and legs moderate, slender, 4-toed, naked space on the tibia smaIl; 
fore toes entirely divided.- Wings moderate, the 1st and 2d pri
maries nearly of equal length, and longest in the wing. Tail short 
and rounded, of from 12 to 16 or more feathers. 

The head large, compressed, low in front and high behind; the 
eyes large, placed high and far back in the head, so as to give a 
lItupid appearance to the bird, for which it is indeed characteristic. 

• The outer oiled to the middle toe In the aubpDu, Ibcaoa .... BtI •• 
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The tongue long, filiform and acute. The body comprel8l!Cl BDtl 
very fleshy. The sexes, with the young, similar in their pllllllllP. 
but the female a little larger. They moult twice in the year, BDtl 
the tints are a little more brilliant in summer. 

These birds, nearly nocturnal in their habits and time of feeding, 
live usually in woods, or in bogs and marshes, and feed on worms, 
insects, and other small animals, which they seek in mud or bog
mOBS, by probing down with the sensitive bill, whose extremity po8-

sesses, in consequence of its peculiar nervous netting, all the appro
priate sense of touch; when this resource fails, and also in common, 
they seek their prey by turning over the decayed leavea of the forest, 
under which it may happen to lurk. When pursued they keep 
close to the ground, and have the infatuation to think that by hiding 
their head in their feathers, they are concealed from their enemies; 
when close chased, or Buddenly 8.ushed, they Btart on wing and 8.1 
out with great rapidity. The 8.esh is considered Buperior to almOBt 
any other game. - The species, composed of two or more subgenera, 
are .pread allover the world, but they generally prefer cold coun
tries for their residence, in which, if temperate, they are often resi
dent the whole year, in other climates they are necell8lLl'i1y migratory 
from the nature of their food. They nest on the ground; and the 
eggs are about four. 

Subgenus. - MACRORAMPBUS, (Leach.) 

WITH the eye not far back in the head; the legs long; the bare 
Bpace above the knee extensive; tarsus longer than the middle toe ; 
the outer toe connected to tlJe middle one by a membrane as far as 
the first joint, the inner toe also connected by a very ahort web; 
the hind toe naH acute and projecting over tlJe toe. Tail of 12 fe .. 
thers. 

These birds, difFerent from the true Snipes, vary their plUJDlll'l 
according to age and season, in the manner of the Sandpipen. 
Unlike the Snipes, they are also gregarious, keeping and fly
ing in 8.ocka, and generally inhabit open marshy grounds in the 
vicinity of the sea; they 8., high and with rapidity, and have not 
the habit of hiding. in the herbage. Of this section, or rather true 
geDUS, there is but a single specie.. It appean to connect ~ 
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with naau, and is in many re8pl!Cts allied to HIlUBOPODA (Tria
l" Mmipal"""") both in the feet, bill, winp, and general plu
DIIIg8. 

BROWN, OR RED-BREASTED SNIPE. 

(SwlqpGz grina, GMEL. LUB. Ind. Om. ii. p. 724. &p. 33. T .... 
ii. p. 679. BOlfA.P. Syn. No. 267. Am. Om. iv. p. 51. pl. 23. fig. 
3. Brown Snipe, PEII1I. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 464. No. 369. Macro
ramphUB griBeru, LIlACH. Cat. Brit. MU8. [winter pI1lJIlllle.]
SwlqpGz _ebortu:lIft6i6, LA.TH. GMJE:L. Syst. i. p. 658. Red·breast
ed Snipe, Pallll. Arct. Zool. ii. p.464. No. 368. WILIOII, vii. p. 
45. pl. 58. fig. ]. [aummer dre88.] RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 
398. (LiftlOllG.) Phil. MWJeUID, No. ~.) 

SP. CBA.IUCT. -Rump and tail white, the former spotted, and the 
latter thickly banded with black; shaft of the first primary white. 
- Summer plumage, black, varied with rufoU8 and cinereoua i 
mperciliary stripe, and all below rufoUB. Wiwer drUB, chiefly 
cinereoUB, beneath white. Yotmg, with the neck and breast 
mostly cinereoUB, and the back feathers with broad rufescent bo .... 
ders but without marginal spots; from the breast to the tail, below, 
white, tinged with rufoU8. 

THE Red-Breasted Snipe begins to visit tbe sea coast of 
New Jersey early in April, arriving from its winter quarters 
probably in tropical America. After spending about a 
montb on the muddy marshes, and sand-flats, left bare by 
the recess of tbe tides, a more powerful impulse than that 
of hunger impels the wandering flocks towards their natal 
regions in the north, where secluded from the prying eye 
of man, and relieved from molestation, they pass the period 
of reproduction, the wide range of which continues, with
out interruption, from tbe borders of Lake Superior to the 
abores of the 4rctic Sea. On the plains of the Saskatche
wan, according to Richardson, they feed much upon leecheS' 
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and coleoptera, for wWeh, DO doubt th.ey probe the IIlUII 
and ~ of the bogs and manhea, a habit which they 
&lao pursue while here, on their way to the south, particu
larly collecting the lame of aquatic insects, such as Ih-
6eUuk, and others. The JMI8t &Ad eggs of this species are 
yet unknown. The ovaries in females killed in May were 
already swelled to the size of peas j and by the 2Oth·of luly, 
or beginning of August, they revisit the shores of New 
England and the Middle States, in luge flocks recruited bJ 
their young, already full grown, in good condition for the 
table, and are at all times greatly esteemed for their ex
cellent flavor. 

The Red-Breasted Snipes are always'seen associated in 
ftgcks, and though many are bred in the interior around the 
great northern lakes, they now all assemble towards the sea 
coast, as a region that affords them an inexhaustible supply 
of their favorite food of insects, molusca, and small shell
fish j and here they continue, or a succession of wandering 
and needy bands, until the commencement of cold weather 
advertises them of the approach of famine; when, by de
grees, they recede beyond the southern limits of the Union. 
While here, they appear very lively, performing their aerial 
evolutioos over the ~arshes, at a great height sometimes in 
the air, uttering at the same time a loud, shrill and quiver
ing whistle, scarcely distinguishable from that of the Yenow 
Legged TatIer, (something like 'te-te-u, 'te-te-te.) The 
same loud and querulous whistling is also made as they 
rise from the ground, when they usually make a number 
of circuitous tums in the air, before they descend. At 
all times gregarious, in the autumn and spring they IIOIDe

times settle 110 close together, that several dozens have 
been killed at a single shot. While feeding on the shores 
or sand-bars, they may be sometimes advantageously ~ 
proached by a boat., of which, very naturally, they have but 
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little fear or suspieioD, nor U8 they at any time 10 shy. 
the common Snipe, alighting often within a few rods of the 
place where their companions have been shot, without ex
hibitiag alum until harassed by successive &ring. Beside. 
molosea, they occasionally vary their fare with vegetable 
diet, such as the roots of the Zostera mannIS, and I have 
also found in their stomachs the whitish oval seeds of some 
marsh or aquatic plant; they likewise, in common with the 
Sandpipers, aDd many other wadillg bUds, swallow gravel 
to assist the trituratiOD of their food. 

The length of the Red-Breuted Snipe i. about III inches, (thi s 
is the length, at leut, of 5 specimens now before me) the male, how
ever, is Aid to be le88. The bill is black towards the poiat, the re
mainder dull olive; the epidermis at the hue of the bill traDavenely 
wrinkled; its length about 2l inche., measured from above; (in 
young birds somewhat ahorter.) The tarsus leu than 16 inches. 
Middle toe, without the nail, about 1 inch. - Winter plll_ge, with 
the IIUJJlDlit of the head, neck, breast, wing coverts, back and acapu
lara ashy-brown, paler on the latter, with all the featJaen darker on 
the margiua and tip.; a baRd of this color between the biB and the 
eye. Line over the eye, belly, throat, and thighs white; flanks 
whitish, with waving lines of pale brown. Back and acapulan pale 
brown, with darker tips to the feathers. Rump and lower tail co
verts white, with curving spot. of blackish, which become t.ran. 
veree banda upon the upper coverts of the tail, of which aD the fea
thers are striped with approximating banda of black ad white.
s.._ pl.mege, with the tep of the head, back of the Ileek, acapulan 
and tertiaries, striped ani spotted OIl the margiM with ii!rruginous, 
with traftsverse bars of the same color 011 the longer acaputan and 
tertiaries. Wing coverts and Reondaries clove-brown; the former 
Burowly edged with white, the latter broadly edged and IItriped 
down the shafts with the same. Primaries blackilh-brown, the shaft 
of the let one white. Middle ud hind parts of the back white, the 
rump marked with round lpots of blackish-brqwn, which, on the tail 
coverts become transverse ban. Tail with about 10 black banda, 
broader than the white intermediate ones, the 2 central feathers 
tinged and tipt with rufoul. Line over the eye, and whole IIft4ler 
plvraage bull', approaching to ferruginous. Sides of the head spotted 
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with dark brown, the spots crowded into a stripe on the lores. 
Front of the neck, Bide. of the breut, ilanb, and tail covertll, 
marked with scattered rollDd spots of dark brown, larger, and form
ing bars IlDder the wings. Inner wing covertll barred with white 
and clove-brown. In some specimens the black bars of the tail lIN 

very broad and irregular, becoming blotched· and zig-ag.-Ia 
yotMIlf birds, which form more than two thirds of all thOlie brought .. 
the Boston Market, the upper plumage is more broadly edged with 
dilute rufous; the bars on the scapulus lees defined; the marginal 
spots on the feathers of the top of the back wholly wanting. The 
neck cinereous, faintly tinged with dark brown; stripe over the eye, 
and chin, nearly white; sides of the neck, throat, and top 0( die 
breut pale grey, tinged with very dilute rufous, and with a few, 
very small and indistinct or clouded specks of clove-brown. Breut 
and all the lower parts white, tinged with rufous; the vent spotted 
with black. The tail handsomely tipt with rufous, with die Jut 
black bar in zig-zag. 

Subgenus. - SCOLOPAX. (True Snipes.) 

WITH the legs of moderate length, and a small naked space above 
the knee; all the toes are cleft; the hind nail acute and projecting 
over the toe. Tail of from 12 to 16, 18, or even 24 feathers! The 
young Bimilar to the adult; and there is no change of colors in 
moulting. The feathers present generally a mixture of black, white, 
rufous, and cinereous. 

The Snipes, merely associated by pairs, or solitary, dwell in opeD 
marshes, in bogs, and on the margins of riveN, u well u by pools 
of fresh water; they frequent damp, and sometimes also dry 
prairies, but have no predilection for the sea couto As they always 
hide in the grass, they are not perceived until Btarted. Their Bight 
is high, rapid, and irregular. The species are few, but some of them 
.pread over the whole globe . 
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WILSON'S SNIPE. 

(~ W"aZ.tmii, TE ••. BoIUP. Syn. No. 268. RlcH.um. North. 
Zoo). ii. p. 401. Snipe, (Sc~ galliaago,) WILIOlf, vi. p. 18. 
pl. 47. fig. 1. Phil. Museum, No. . • .) 

SP. CHARACT. - Tail graduated, of 16 feathers, with black Bubter
minal barB; the outermost with 5 barB of black and whitieh, and 
only half as broad as the middle feathers of the tail; rump dUlky, 
fiUntly mottled and barred with pale yellowiah-brown. 

THE Snipe of North America, so nearly related to that 
of Europe, is found according to the season, in every part 
of the continent, from Hudson's Bay to Cayenne, and does 
not appear indeed sufficiently distinct from the Brazilian 
Snipe of Swainson, which inhabits abundantly the whole of 
South America as far as Chili. Many winter in the marsh
es and inundated river grounds of the Southern States of 
the Union, where they are seen in the month of February, 
frequenting springs and boggy thickets; others proceed 
along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, and even penetrate 
into the equatorial regions. 

By the second week in March, they begin to revisit the 
marshes, meadows, and low grounds of the Middle States, 
and soon after they arrive in New England. In mild and 
cloudy weather, towards evening, and until the last rays of 
the setting sun have disappeared from the horizon, we hear, 
as in the north of Europe, the singular tremulous murmur
ings of the Snipes, making their gyratory rounds so high in 
the air as scarcely to be visible to the sight. This hum
ming, or rather flickering and somewhat wailing sound,. 
has a great similarity to the booming of the Night Hawk 

• Like '",.A. 'A. 'Ia. 'Ao '" .. , qulcJd)' repeated j or the hUGling of the IDl8II owl, 
(SIriz ruio.) 
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(Capri.ulgus); but more resembles the sound produced by 
quickly and interruptedly blowing into the neck of a large 
bottle than the whirring of a spinning wheel. But, how
ever difficult and awkward may be our attempts to convey 
any adequate idea of this quailing murmur, it seems to be, 
to its agent, an expreBBion of tender feeling or amatory 
reverie, as it is only uttered at the commencement, and dur
ing the early part of the pairing season, while hovering 
over those marshes or river meadows, which are to be the 
cradle and domicil of their expected progeny, as they have 
already been of themselves and their mates. This note is 
probably produced by an undulatory motion of air in the 
throat, while in the act of whirling flight; and appears most 
distinct as the Snipe descends towards the ground. How
ever produced, the sound and its originators are commonly 
so concealed by the fast closing shades of night, and the 
elevation from whence it issues in cloudy weather, that the 
whole seems shrouded in mystery. My aged maternal pa
rent remembered, and could imitate with exactness this low 
wailing murmur, which she had for so many years heard 
over the marshes of my native Ribble, in the fine evenings 
of spring, when all nature seemed ready to do homage for 
the bounties of the season; and yet at the age of 70, the 
riddle had not been expounded with satisfaction. 

Over the wide marshes of Fresh Pond, about the middle 
of April, my attention was called to the same invisible 
voice, which issued from the floating clouds of a dark eve
ning j the author was here called the Alewife Bird, from its 
arrival with the shoals of that fish in the neighboring lake. 
From the elevation at which the sound issued, probably, it 
appeared less loud and distinct than that which I have since 
heard from the English Snipe. I imagined then, that the 
noise was made by the quick and undulatory fanning of 
the wing!'!, bllt this would not produce the shrillness of tone 
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by which it is characterized, as anyone may satisfy himtelf 
by hearkening to the very different low buzz made by the 
wings of the Humming Bird. In this instance, as well as 
in the former, all my sporting acquaintance were familiar 
with this quivering call, but had never decided upon its 
author.· At the same time, probably instigated by anger 
and jealousy, I observed flying high and rapid, a pair of 
these Snipes, who then uttered a discordant quacking sound; 
something like the bleat they make when they have de
scended to the ground, and which they accompany with 
an attitude of peculiar stupidity, balancing the head for
wards, . and the tail upwards and downwards, like the action 
of some automaton toy, jerked and set in motion by a tight 
drawn string. 

After incubation, which takes place rather early in the 
spring, the humming is no longer heard, and the sprightly 
aerial evolutions which appeared 80 indefatigable, have now 
given way to sedater attitudes and feebler tones. A few 
pairs no doubt breed in the extensive and almost inaccessi
ble morasses of Cambridge ponds or lagoons; and I have 
been informed, that they select a tuft of sedge for the foun
dation of the nest, which is constructed with considerable 
art; the eggs, like those of the European species, about 4, 
are perhaps alike olivaceous and spotted with brown. They 
probably scatter themselves over the interior of the conti
nent to breed, no where associating in great numbers; nor 
are they at all common in the hyperboreal retreats chosen 
by so many of the other wading birds. My friend, Mr. Ives 
of Salem, also informs me, that a few pairs of this species 
breed in that vicinity. 

• Indlft"erent oboervera m~y well be e:rcuaed, when It Is mown, lbat eYeD IIon
&llpe appears Iinorant of t)le (act j and WIIIIon aUrl..... lb. hammln. to lbe 
Woodcock In place DC tbe Snipe. 
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The Snipe, almost nocturnal in its habits, conceals itself 
with assiduity in the long grass, sedge, and rushes of its en
swamped and boggy retJeat. Aware of danger from the 
approach of the sportsman, it springs at a distance with 
great rapidity, uttering usually a feeble squeak; and making 
several inflections before it takes a direct course, it becomes 
very difficult to shoot, and is more easily caught with a 
snare or springe similar to that which is set for Woodcoeks. 
Being, deservedly, in high repute, as an exquisite flavored 
game, great pains are taken, to obtain Snipes. In the 
spring season, on their first arrival they are lean; but in the 
autumn, assembled towards the coast from all parts of the in
terior, breeding even to the banks of the Mississippi, they are 
now fat and abundant, and, accompanied by their young, are 
at this time met with in all the low grounds and enswamped 
marshes along the whole range of the Atlantic; but ever 
shy and dexterous, they are only game for the most active 
and eager sportsmen. When on the wing, they may like 
many other birds of this family, be decoyed and attracted 
by the imitation of their voice. They are, like the Euro
pean Snipe, which migrates to winter in England, by no 
means averse to cold weather, ·so long as the ground is not 
severely frozen, in such a manner as to exclude their feed
ing; so that even in Massachusetts they are found occa
sionally down to the middle of December. They are no 
where properly gregarious, but only accidentally associate, 
where their food happens to be abundant. For this purpose 
they are perpetually nibbling and boring the black marshy 
soil, from which they sometimes seem to collect merely the 
root fibres which it happens to contain, though their usual 
and more substantial fare consists of worms, leeches, and 
some long legged aquatic insects; the Snipe of Europe also 
seizes upon the smaller species of Scarahams. Their food, 
no doubt, is mixed with the black and slimy earth they 
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raise while boring for roots and worms, and which, in place 
of gravel, or other hard substances, appears to be the usual 
8uccedaneum they employ to assist their dige8tion and 
distend the stomach. 

The length of Wilson'8 Snipe varies from 11 to 111 inches; the 
alar stretch about 17 inches. The bill from 21 to 2t inches, 
brown, and black towards the tip (shorter in the young bird.) The 
crown black, divided by an irregulu line of pale brown; and another 
of the same tint PI188CS over each eye. A dark brown 8tripe on the 
lores, and another oblique one beneath the ears. Neck and upper 
part of the breast pale brown, with smo.lldusky longitudinal spots. 
Chin pale and spotless, white, tinged with brown. Back and scapu
lars deep black with bronzy reflections, the latter faintly blU'red, and 
broadly edged exteriorly with pale-brown and white; the central 
feathers of the back broadly edged on their outer margins with di
lute brown, thus producing two broad pale 8tripe8 down the centre 
of the back, the same feathers also minutely tipt with brown. Wings 
plain dU8ky; outer web of the 1st primary as well as the lower por
tion of the shaft white. Outer spurious feather of the butard wing 
much acuminated, and white, except a dusky space along the shaft; 
wing coverts dusky, tipt with white, the upper ones paler and broadly 
edged with a tint of brownish-white, the shoulder of the wing dua
ky brown and glossy. Tail coverts long and dU8ky, faintly barred 
with pale brown. Tail rounded, black, with a bright ferruginous zig
zag, 8ubterminal, broad band, then crossed by a similar narrower dusky 
bar, and" tipt with dilute brown, pBBBing externally into white; on 
some of the lower feathers there is either a ferruginous spot below 
the large bar on the inner web, or a pale greyish ferruginous entire 
bar; the outermost narrow feather is almost wholly white, tinged 
with dU8ky on the inner web, and crossed by 5 dark bands.
This is then, very nearly, the Scolupax lwa.iUenais of Swainson, but 
the whole thru outer feathers are not white u in that specie8. The 
belly white, the side8 barred broadly with dusky, but faintly tinted, 
as well as the breast, with dilute brown. The throat and commence
ment of the breast, faint greyish-brown, with two broad and darker 
indistinct stripe8 along the side8 of the throat. Long axillary feath
ers, pure white, with 11 or 12 broad and very elegant angular dusky 
bands on the longest of them; the lining of the wing white, and 
also barred with the same. Vent pale brown, the .ides tawny, with 
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dusky spot. and bars. Legs and feet ciI1ereoua-olive. - Ia the fJOtI.'AI 
bird, the whole throat and neck is almost equally mottlee, and the 
tertiaries and lesser wing coverts are more abundantly barred with 
pale brown, the latter edged and tipt with white; the white edgiDg1l 
an the scapulars and back feathers are also more conspicuous, and 
the rump and tail coverts lighter: the ferruginous bands on the tail 
are more intense; and the bill is a quarter of an inch shorter. 

Oss. The specimen described by Dr. Richardson, from Hudson's 
Bay, is only 10~ inches long, and the two outer pairs of tail feathers 
are brownish-white, witll t!tree narrow, equidistant, blackish bars. 

On comparing our Snipe willI the European (S. gallinago,) the 
black feathers on the top of the head in that are spotted with browu, 
the medial line more distinctly marked. The outer pale edges of 
the seapulars are broader, and not so distinclly fringed with white. 
The tertiaries arc much more strongly barred with tawny-brown. 
The Ru~rp may be said to be taumy-brouUt with black undulaiing bars. 
The lesser wing coverts are more broadly lipt with white. Tail 
of 14 featlters, the outermost quite as broad as the rest, which 
have much more brown upon them than in ours, and the tail itself 
is nearly even when spread. Throat and breast less darkly spotted; 
and the region of white below more extensive. The flanks with far 
fewer dusky bars; and with more white than black on the long ax· 
iIIaries. The vent less brown. The naked space on the tibia more 
extensive. Size the same willI ours: and the bill and legs alike. 

DRUMMOND'S SNIPE. 

(Scolopm: Drummondii, SWAI:<SO~, RrcflARD. North. Zool p.400. 
PccthapaclIscw, CREE INDIANS.) 

SP. CU.l.RACT. - Tail of 16 feaUlers; the two outer pairs somewhat 
narrowed, varied with black and white; the rest broadly banded 
with ferruginous. 

Tms species, according to Dr. Richardson, is common 
in . the fur countrie5 up to latitude 6-50 , and is likewise 
found in the recesses of the Rocky Mountains. Its man
ners are in all respects similar to those of the European 
Snipe. It is intermediate in size between S. major and 
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lfJlIittogo: but bas a much longer bill than the latter and 
two more tail feathers. Its head is divided by a pale cen
tral stripe, as in those species, but its dorsal plumage is more 
distinctly striped than in 8. mqjor; and the outer tail 
feather is a quarter of an inch shorter than that of 8. 
Douglasii. 

DMIIIIl plvmage ud wings JDOBtly browDiah-black. The top of the 
head,acapulars, interscapulars, intermediate coverts, posterior greater 
01188, and tertiaries, reflecting green, and mottled or barred with yel
lowish-brown: this color also forming stripes from the forehead 10 
the nape, over the eyell to the sidell of the neck, and more broadly 
on the exterior edges of the scapulars and interacapulara. Middle 
dorsal plumage, and first quill fringed with white, moat of the 
wing coverts and lell8er quills tipt with the same. Shafta of the pri
maries deep brown; an inch of the firat, near its point, whitish. 
Ramp and tail coverts yellowish-brown, barred with clove-brown. 
Tail of 16 feathers; the 3 central pairs rich greeDiah-black, with 
reddish-orange or ferraginous ends, croBBed by a blackish subtermi
nalline, and tipt with white; the 3 exterior pairs barred a1temately 
with clove-brown and brownish-white, the white tips broader; the 2 
intermediate pairs colored nearly like the middle ones, but partly 
barred and tipt with white. Uatl.er plll""'K'; with a dark browD 
stripe on the lores, and another UDder the ear. Sides of the head, 
front of the neck and breast, pale wood-brown, with central spots of 
dark umber. The ftanks, insides of the wings, and UDder tail cov
erts, barred with black and white, which on the latter is tinred with 
brown. Belly white. Bill blackish towards its tip, dark wood-brown 
at the base. Tail rather long, graduated, the feathers deoreasing a 
little in breadth as they are more exterior. Total length 111 inches: 
tail 2 inches 10 lines: the bill, from above, 2 inches 7 lines ; tarsus 1 
inch 3 lines. 

DOUGLAS'S SNIPE. 

(Scoloptu D01I(lZam, SWA.lno., RlcR.A.an. North. ZooJ. p. 400.) 

8 •• Ca.A.a.a.cT.-Taii of 16 featbl'lB, not narrowed, all banded with 
ferruginous, except the outer pair, which are paler. 
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THB only specimen yet known, .... killed on the bank. of tbe 
Columbia, in Oregon, by Mr. Dougl ... , whoae name it belU'll. The 
total length w .. lll inches; of the wing 5 inches; the t1U'111llI 1 inch 
Sllines. 

WOODCOCKS. (RU8TICOLA., Vieill. &tn.) 

b this tribe of birds, the BILL is nearly similar with that of the 
Snipe, but more robust, with the extremity attenuated and not de
preued; the under mandible is also deeply grooved beneath. The 
tIIJU are placed very far back in the head, which last is rather quad
rate than round. LBGS robust, short, and wholly feathered to the 
kneel, tIU'IIUlIBhorter than the middle toe ; the tou cleft from the very 
base, anel the hind nail truncated, and not projecting over the toe. 
The 1st or 4th primary longest. Tail of 12 feathen. 

The female larger, and the young similar with the adult. The 
plumage undergoell no change with the moult; its general colon 
are a mixture, often intimate, of black, rufous and cinereoull. 

TheBe are solitary birds, or only UBOciating by pain or families in 
the breeding Be .. on. They dwell habitually in foreats both in the 
plains and mountains, and frequent shady swamps and thickets; but 
seldom appear in open grounds. From the greater IItrength of 
their leu sensitive bills, they are enabled to bore in drier ground 
than the Snipes, and use this organ often in turning over the fallen 
leavel and withered gr"', in quest of their inBect prey. They tend 
their young with great .. siduity, conveying them from danger even 
by sometime. carrying them on their backs, or in their claWl. Their 
flight is low and direct, accompanied by a whizzing sound, from the 
labor attending upon it. Although there are but two speciel known, 
in either continent, yet they are spread over the whole earth. 

Subgenus. - ·MICROPTERA, (RUSTICOLA. Bonap.) 

THB leed more rounded than quadrate. The wings short, and the 
S first primaries very narrow and graduated, the 4th and 5th being 
longest. Legs 1 ... rob1lllt, and the hind toe nail slightly projecting 
over the estremity of the toe. 
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The American Woodcock IleeID8 to aiFord & link of connection be· 
twat the RlUticola and" true &olopax. As in the Snipe, the body i. 
more slender; the head, Ie .. elevated at the vertex, is more rounded; 
the feet rather slender; and the tail, of unequal sized feathers, is 
graduated to a point. The structure of the wings is very peculiar 
and characteristic, nothing of the kind existing in the Woodcock of 
Europe, (now before me.) It is in consequence a hird of more re
tiring habits, less capahle of continued flight, being often sedentary 
in the countries in which it breeds, and migrating short distances 
merely over land, as the severity of the winter season increases 
where it happens to reside. The sexes are very di1ferent in size, the 
female being much larger, but individuals vary much likewise from 
the abundance or scarcity of their food, and the period of the year 
in which they have been reared. To show the relative shortness of 
the wing in a specimen of 13~ inches, it meMures, from the shoulder 
to the point only about 5 inches: in the European Woodcock of 15 
inches, the same part of the wing is 7 inches in length. 

17 
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(Rustieola minor, NOBI S. Scolopax minor, G"EL. B ONAP . Syn. No. 
269. 'VILSON , vi. p. 40. pI. 48. fig. 2. PENN. Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 
463. No. 365. Phil. Musel!m, No. . .) 

Sr. CUARACT. - Hind head black, with 3 pille rufous bands; beneath 
dilute·rufous ll.lld without bars; quills plain dusky. 

THE American Woodcock, like the Snipe, appears again 
to be a near representative of that of Europe, whose man
ners and habits it almost entirely possesses, differing, how

". ~~-- materially in the temperature of the climates selected 
for its residem,'>.p'. confining itself in the summer to the south 
iide of the St. La~'fence, breeding in all the intermediate 
space as far as the limiu. ~ of the Middle States, and retiring 
in winter, for the most part, · either to or beyond the boundar! 
of the Union. The European "sspecies, on the contrary, cour~ 
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jog cooler climates, winters in Great Britain and the north 
of Europe, and retires as early as March, to breed in the 
Alps or in the frigid wilds of Sweden, Norway, Russia, and 
penetrates even to the icy shores of Greenland, and tbe 
heaths of Iceland. About the same period, early in March, 
the American Woodeoek revisits Pennsylvania, and soon 
after the New England or Eastern States. Indeed so sed
entary is the species at times, that a few are known to wio
ter in the sheltered forests and open watery glades of Penn
sylvania; at the same season also, many are seen in the vi
cinity of Natchez, in Mississippi. According to their usual 
habits, they keep seeluded in the woods and thickets, till the 
approach of evening, when they sally forth to seek out springs, 
paths, and broken soil, in quest of worms and other insects, 
on which they feed. They now disperse themselves over 
the country to breed, and indicate their presence in all di
rections by the marks of their boring bills, which are seen 
in such soft and boggy places as are usually sheltered by 
thickets and woods. They also turn over the fallen leaves 
from side to side with their bills in quest of lurking insects, 
but never scratch with their feet, though so robust in their 
appearance. The sensibility possessed by the !lxtremity or 
the bill, as in the Snipe, is of such an exquisite nature, that 
they are enabled to collect their food by the mere touch, 
without using their eyes, which are set at such a distance 
and elevation in the back part of the head, as to give the 
bird a remarkable aspect of stupidity. When flushed or sur
prised in their hiding places, they only rise in a hurried 
manner to the tops of the bushes,. or glide through the UD

der growth to a short distance, when they instantly drop 
down again, and run out for some space on touching the 
ground, lurking as soon as they imagine themselves in a 
safe retreat. At times, in open woods, they fly out straight 
with eonsiderable vigor and swiftness, but the e8"ort, from 
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the shortnesa of the wing, is always attended with mudl 
muscular exertion. 

Early in April, the Woodcocks in pairs select a spot for 
breeding, which is generally in or near some retired pan of 
the same woods which usually affords them their food and 
shelter. The nest is placed on the ground, in a tuft of 
grass, or in the protection of some old stump. It is formed 
with litde art, of such withered leaves and old grass as the 
convenience of the place affords; the eggs are 4, rather 
large, of a dark yellowish-white approaching olive, specked 
and confiuently blotched with three slightly different shades 
of dark yellowish-brown spots, most numerous at the greater 
end. Eggs have been found, even in Massachusetts, in 
sheltered woods, as early as the month of February; but 
the usual time, according to the age and general appearance 
of the young, is not before the commencement of April. 
At this. time, in the morning, as well as evening, but more 
particularly the latter, the male, in the vicinity of his mate 
and nest, rises successively in a spiral course, like a Lark. 
While ascending he utters a hurried and feeble warble; but 
in descending the tones increase as he approaches towards 
the ground, and then, becoming loud and sweet, passes into 
an agreeable, quick, and tumultuaus song. As soon as the 
performer descends, the sound ceases for a moment, when 
with a sort of stifled utterance, accompanied by a stiff and 
balancing motion of the body, the word blaUe, and some
times pilip pilip is uttered. This uncouth and guttural 
bleating seems a singular contrast to the delightful sere
nade, of which this is uniformly the close. I heard this 
piping and bleating in the marshes of West Cambridge, on 
the 16th of April, and they had arrived about the first week 
in that month. This nocturnal music continued at regular 
intervals, and in succession, until near 9 o'clock in the 
evening, and is prolonged for a number of days during the 
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period of incubation, probably ceasing with the new eaJ'eS 

attendant on the hatching of the brood. The female, as in 
the European species, is greatly attached to her nest, and 
an instance is related to me of a hen being taken up from 
it, and put on again without attempting to fly. Mr. 
Latham mentions a female of the common Woodeoek sit
ting on her eggs so tamely, that she suffered herself to be 
stroked on the back without offering to rise, and the male, 
no less interested in the common object of their cares, sat 
also close at hand. The European speeies has had the 
credit of exereising so mueh ingenuity and affeetion, as to 
seize upon one of its weakly young, and earry it along to a 
plaee of seeurity from its enemies. Mr. Ives of Salem, 
once on flushing an American Woodeoek from its nest, was 
astonished to see that it earried off in its foot one of its brood, 
the only one whieh happened to be newly hatehed; and as the 
young run immediately on leaving the shell, it is obvious 
that the little nursling could be well reared, or all of them, 
as they might appear, without the aid of the nest, now no 
longer seeured from intrusion. In New England this highly 
esteemed game is common in the market of Boston to the 
close of Oetober, but they all disappear in the latter part of 
December. In this quarter of the Union they are searcely 
in order for shooting' before the latter end of July, or be
ginning of August; but from this time to their departure, 
they eontinue in good condition for the table. 

The springes or springers, set for Woodeoeks in Europe, 
in places they are found to frequent by the evidence of their 
borings, &c. are commonly formed of an elastie stiek, to 
whieh is fastened a horse-hair noose, put through a hole 
in a peg, fastened into the ground, to which a trigger is 
annexed: and in order to compel the Woodeoek to walk 
into the trap, an extended fence is made on eaeh side, by 
BlDaU stieks, set up elose enough to prevent the bird pusing 

l-r-
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betweeen them; these concentrate at the trap, so that ita 
this funnel-shaped fence, the bird, in feeding, is made to 
p8S8 through the narrow passage, and is almost to a cer
tainty caught by the legs. 

As the season advances, IUld food begins to fail, by reasoa. 
of inclement and cold weather, the Woodoocks leave the 
interior; and approaching the shelter of the sea coast and 
the neighboring marshes, they now become abundant, and 
are, at such times, late in autumn, killed in great numbers. 
These are also their assembling points previous to their 
southern migrations, which are performed in a desultory and 
irregular manner, their motions, as usual, being mostly noc
turnal, or in the twilight; and though many are now met 
with in the same low meadows and marshes, they are brought 
together by common necessity, and never move in concerted 
flocks. At this season, their movements are not betrayed 
1u' any note or call; the vocal powers of the species are only 
called into existence at the period of propagation; at other 
times they move and start to wing in silence. The young run 
or wander oft" as soon as they are hatched, are at this period 
covered with a brownish-white down, and, on being taken, 
utter a slender bleat, or clear and long drawn peep. 

The American Woodcock, though distinguished by the epithet of 
tIIiftor, is at the same time but little inferior to the European species, 
the female being about 1~ inches from the tip of the tsi1 to the point 
of the bill; and the male 12 inches melUl1lJ'ed in the same way. 
The transatlantic bird is said to measure 15 inches (female?) Wile 
son, however, gives to tile male only 101 inches, and 12 to the fe
male. Pennant gives 111 inches to the species without any dis
crimination of sell:. To reconcile these difFerencel, is, I confetlll, not 
in my power, but luch is the fact, as I have stated, drawn from the 
specimens ROW bifore me. The bill of my longer specimen is 
2f inchel in a state of desiccation. Line over the eye, and the 
whole under plumage reddish.tawny, paler on the breast and belly, 
and brightest on the Bides beneath the winp. Chin white. Fore· 
head, sides of the neck nearly to the middle of the throILt strongly 
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tiDpd with cmereous Line from the eye to the bill blacJti.lla. 
Nape, from the top of the eye backwuda, black, crolllled by 3 nar
row pale rufous bands. Cheeks marked with a faint waving bar of 
black, on a broadillh rufous ground. Back and lCIIpulua deep black, 
waved IUld tipped with pale and light rufous-tawny banda, spots ancl 
sig-Dg8 ; a row of the outer scapuIarB and doraal feathen on each 
mde broadly tipped with cinereoUB, 80 u to give a very peculiar 
blotched appearance along the .idea of the back; tertiaries and larger 
coverts dusky, and finely zig-zagged with tawny. Primaries dnaky, 
the 3 narrow outermost edged with tawny-white. Tail intensely 
black, each feather spotted on the edge, and terminated with a nar.. 
1019 rufoUB subterminal bar, beyond which, they each end in a lOR 

of oval duaky uh-colored tip, which iB of a bright .Ivery white 
beneath. Long axillaries, and lining of the wing, rufOUI, with the 
exception of a few broad lead-colored posterior feathen, with faint 
marginal tawny lpota. Under tail coverts long, thick and fibroUB, 
the lowest deep rust color, broadly tipped with white. Upper tail 
ooverts very similar to the tail, but with larger dilute rufoUB apotB, 
and fewer and smaller lilvery tips. Feathen of the back, under the 
wings, black, with the .. me marginal small ruIoUB spots and tipe: 
lateral tail coverts bright tawny, with faint zig-~ ban of blacl. 
Legs and feet pale reddish flesh-color. Eye black and full. 

The innumerable bars and zig-zags all over the plumage of the 
European Woodcock both above and below, u well u on the quillll, 
Me lItriking traits of external distinction from our bird, which baa 
not a single bar or spot below, nor on the primaries. The tail of the 
European bird is a1ao Ie.. graduated, and the feathers all of a 
breadth; the rump likewise is bright rufoUB, with slender duBky 
ban, and not black. Of the very different feet, wings, and head, 
we have already spoken, and which appear amply sufficient to form 
a II1lbgenus. 

RAILS. (RALLus, Lin.) 

Is this family of birds the BILL, varying in length, is thick at the 
hue, and generally straight and compresaed; the upper mandible is 
furrowed on each side, eomewhat arched, and curved at the e:dIem. 
ity, with its hue extending upwards between the feathen of the 

Digitized by Google 



WADING BIRDS. 

forehead. NOSTJULI situated in the furrow of the bill, above ita 
hue, oblong or longitudinal, pervioua, and covered at bue by a 
membrane. T07IIf7U, narrow, acute, and fibrous at tip. Forehead 
reathered. Leg., naked space above the knee, small; toes wholly 
divided; hind toe equal to a Bingle joint of the middle one, aDd 
inserted a little higher than the rest. Wing. moderate, rounded; 
the lst primary shorter than the 2d, 3d, and 4th, which are longest. 
Tail very short, of 12 rather feeble feathers, not extending beyond 
their coverts. 

The plumage of the sexes, is, in general, nearly similar; but the 
young dilFer, in this respect, from the adult. The moult takes place 
twice in the year, without any change in the livery. The body is 
much compressed. 

The Rails are shy, solitary, and very timid birds, generally residing 
in reedy and sedgy marshes, in the vicinity of fresh and still waters, 
provided with a deep covert of shrubs, ruahes and rank her~. 
When surprised they run much oftener than fly, and Him over 
watery place. with great agility, on the surface of the leaves or 
aquatic plants, rather than swim, which they seldom do from choice, 
though they also dive well, if necessary, or when wounded and can 
remain long under the water. Though their flight is ordinarily 80 

limited, they yet perform extensive migrations. They wallt with 
eue and swiftness; and rarely alight any where but on the ground. 
~ they are chiefly nocturnal in their motions, they remain eon
oea1ed throughout the greatest part of the day, chiefly in wet and 
grassy pisces, and tum out in quest of food in the morning or eve
ning, or by the advantage of the moonlight. In the breeding seuon, 
however, the monogamous parents and the brood they have jointly 
hatched, are not unfrequently seen abroad by day. They breed in 
marshes and thickets, nesting near waters, sometimes even forming a 
Dest to float, and attaching it to the contiguoua reeds. They reed 
upon worms, soft insects, as well as upon vegetables, and their _ds. 
Species are found to inhabit every part of the world. 

Subgenus. - RALLUS, (Bonap.) 

The 6illlonger than the head, rather slender, somewhat curved, 
compressed at hue, rather blunt at the point: upper mandible flU'
rowed beyond the middle: tItMtriU almost bIa1 and linear. 
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CLAPPER RAIL. 

(RsllU8 t::Ttpita1Ul, GX:EL. BONAP. Syn. No. 270. Wn.solf, vii. p. 
112. pl. 62. fig. 2. [adult.] PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 407. Phil. 
Museum, No. 4400.) 

SP. CHABACT.-Black, skirted with olive-brown, beneath rufous; 
throat white; wing coverts chestnut; first primary edged ex
ternally with pale rusty. Length 14 inches.- Young, greenish
ash, beneath whitish. 

THE Clapper Rail is a numerous and well known species 
in all the Middle and Southern States, but is unknown in 
this part of New England, or in any direction further to 
the north, being unnoticed by Richardson in his Northern 
Zoology. According to Wilson, it arrives on the coast or 
New Jersey about the 20th of April, and probably winters 
within the southern boundaries of the Union, or in the 
marshes along the extensive coast of the Mexican Gulf, as 
they are seen by February on the shores of Georgia, in great 
numbers. In the course of their migrations, in the hours 
or twilight, they are often )leard on their way, in the spring, 
by fishermen and coasters. Their general residence is in 
salt marshes, occasionally penetrating a short distance up 
the large rivers, as far as the bounds of tide water. In the 
vast flat and grassy marshes of New Jersey, intersected by 
innumerable tide-water ditches, their favorite breeding re
sorts, they are far more numerous than all the other marsh 
fowl collectively. 

The arrival of the Mud Hen (another of their common ap
pellations,) is soon announced through all the marshes, 
by its loud, harsh and incessant cackle, heard principally in 
the night, and is most frequent at the approach of a storm. 
About the middle of May they commence laying, dropping 
the Drst egg into a slight cavity scratched for its reception, 
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and lined with a small portion of dry grass, as may be con
venient. During the progress of laying the complement of 
about 10 eggs, the nest is gradually increased, until it at
tains about the height of a foot; a precaution or instinct 
which seems either to contemplate the possibility of an ac
cess of the tide water, or to be a precaution to conceal the 
eggs or young, as the interest in their charge increases. 
And indeed to conceal the whole with more success, the long 
sedge grass is artfully brought together in an arch or canopy, 
but, however this art and ingenuity may succeed in ordinary 
eases, it only serves to expose the nest to the search of the 
fowler, who can thus distinguish their labors at a consid
erable" distance. The eggs, more than an inch in breadth, 
and about It in length, are of the usual oval figure; of a 
yellowish-white or dull cream color, sparingly spotted with 
brown-red, and a few other interspersed minute touches of 
a subdued tint, bordering on lilac-purple; as usual there 
are very few spots but towards the obtuse end. The eggs are 
much esteemed for food, being frequently collected by the 
neighboring inhabitants, and so abundant are the nests in 
the marshes of New Jersey, that a single person, accustom
ed to the search, has been known to collect a hundred dozen 
in the course of a day. Like other gregarious and inoffen
sive birds, they have numerous enemies besides man; and 
the crow, fox, and minx, come in for their share, not only 
of the eggs and young, but also devour the old birds besides. 
From the pounce of the hawk they can more readily de
fend themselves by dodging and threading their invisible 
paths through the sedge. The nature of the ground they 
select for their nurseries, and its pJoximity to the sea, ren
ders their thronging community liable also to accidents of 
a more extensively fatal kind; and sometimes after the preva
lence of an eastwardly storm, not uncommon in the earJy 
part of June, the marshes become inundated by the access 
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of the sea, and great numbers of the Rails perish; at least, 
the females, now sitting, are so devoted to their eggs, as to 
remain on the nest and drown, rather than desert it. .At 
such times, the males, escaping from the deluge, and such 
of their mates as have not yet begun to sit, are seen by 
hundred s, walking about, exposed and bewildered, while 
the shores, for a great extent, are strewed with the dead 
bodies of the luckless females. The survivors, however, 
wasting no time in fruitless regret, soon commence to neBt 
anew, and sometimes, when their nurseries have been a 
second time destroyed by the sea, in a short time after, so 
strong is the instinct and vigor of the species, that the nests 
seem as numerous in the marshes, as though nothing de
structive had ever happened. 

The young of the Clapper Rail are clad, at first, in the 
same black down as those of the Virginian species, and are 
only distinguishable by their superior size, by having a spot 
of white on their auriculars, and a line of the same color 
along the side of the breast, belly, and fore part of the thigh. 
They run very nimbly through the grass and reeds, so as to 
be taken with considerable difficulty, and are thus, at this 
early period, like their parents, without the aid of their 
wings, capable of eluding almost every natural enemy they 
may encounter. Indeed, the principal defence of the spe
cies seems to be in the vigor of their limbs, and the com
pressed form of their bodies, which enables them to paIlS 
through the grass and herbage with the utmost rapidity and 
silence. They have also their covered paths throughout the 
marshes, hidden by the matted grass, and through which 
they run like rats without ever being seen; when clote 
pressed, they can even escape the scent of a dog, by diving 
over ponds or inlets, rising, and then again vanishing with 
the silence and celerity of something supernatural. In still 
pools it swims pretty well, but not fast, sitting high on the 
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water, with the neck erect, and striking with a hurried rapid
ity, indicative of the distrust of its progress in that element, 
which it immediately abandons on approaching the leaves 
of any floating plants, particularly the pond lilies, over 
whose slightly buoyant foli age it darts with a nimbleness 
and dexterity that defies its pursuers, and proves, that how
ever well it may be fitted for an aquatic life, its principal 
progress, and that on which it most depends, when closely 
followed, is by land rather than in the air or the water. 
When thus employed, it runs with an outstretched neck and 
erected tail, and like the wily Corn Crake, is the very pic
ture of haste and timidity. On fair ground, they run 
nearly as fast as a man. When hard pushed, they will be
take themselves sometimes to the water, remaining under 
for several minutes, and holding on closely to the roots of 
grass or herbage, with the head downwards, so as to render 
themselves generally wholly invisible. When rou ed at 
length to flight, they proceed almost with the velocity and 
in the manner of a duck, flying low, and with the neck 
stretched j but such is their aversion to take wing, and their 
fondness for skulking, that the marshes in which hundreds 
of these birds reside, may be crossed without ever seeing 
one of them j nor will they rise to a dog till they have led 
him into a labyrinth, and he is on the very point of seizing 
them. 

The food of the Clapper Rail consists of various insects, 
small univalve shell-fish, and crustacea (minute crabs, &c.) 
Their flesh is dry, tastes sedgy, and is far inferior in flavor 
with that of the Common Rail or Soree. Early in October 
they retire to the south, and probably migrate in the twilight, 
Or by the dawn of morning. 

This species mcasures 14 inches in lcngth, and 18 in alar extent. 
The bi1l2! inchcs, of a reddish-brown color. Irids dark red. Crown, 
neck and back, black, streaked with dusky-brown. Chin, and line 
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over the eye, brownish-white: auriculan duaky. Neck before, and 
whole breast, red-brown. Wing coverts deep chestnut. Primaries 
plain dusky. Flanks and vent black, tipped or barred with white. 
Legs reddish-brown. The sexes nearly alike in plumage. 

LESSER CLAPPER RAIL. 

(Rallus 1IirgiRianus, Lnf. Virginian Rail, WILSON, vii. p. 109. pI. 
62. fig. 1. PUN. Aret. Zool. No. 408. EDW.A.RDs,279. L.A.TR. 
Synops. iii. p. 228. No.1. var . .fl. Phil. Museum, No. 4426.) 

Sr. CDARACT. - Black, skirted with olive-brown; beneath rufous; 
throat white; wing coverts chestnut; tint primary entirely dusky. 
Length 10 inches. - Female and young much paler. 

THE Virginian or Lesser Clapper Rail, scarcely dis
tinguishable from the preceding but by its inferior size, is 
likewise a near representative of the Water Rail of Europe, 
with whose habits in all respects it nearly agrees. But in 
every part of America it appears to be a rare species com
pared with the Mud Hen, or common Clapper Rail. It is 
also wholly confined to the fresh-water marshes, and never 
visits the borders of the sea. In New Jersey it is indeed 
ordinarily distinguished as the Fresh-Water Mud Hen; so 
constant is this predilection, connected probably with its 
choice of food, that when met with in salt marshes, it is 
always in the vicinity of fresh-water springs, which ooze 
through them, or occupy their borders. From this pecu
liarity in its choice of wet grounds, it is consequently seen 
in the interior, in the vicinity of bogs and swampy thick
ets, as far west as the states of Ohio, Kentucky, and proba
bly Illinois and Michigan. Its migrations, however, along 
the neighborhood of the coast, do not extend probably fur
ther than the shores of the St. Lawrence, as it is unknown 
in the remote fur countries of the north, and retires from. 

18 
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the Middle States in November, at the commencement of 
frost. It revisits Pennsylvania early in May, and is IIOOD 

after seen in the fresh marshes of this part of Massachu
setts. How far they retire, in the course of the winter, 
towards the south, is yet unknown, though from its absence, 
apparently from the warmer parts of the continent, it pro
bably migrates little farther than the southern extremity of 
the Union. Its habit of closely hiding in almost inaeee88i
ble swamps and marshes, renders it a difficult task even to 
ascertain its presence at any time j and, like the preeediDg, 
it skulks throughout most part of the day in the long sedge 
and rushes, only venturing out to feed in the shade and ob
scurity of the twilight. Its food is most commonly marsh 
insects and their larvlll, as well as small worms and univalve 
shell-fish, rarely, if ever, partaking of vegetable diet. 

The Virginian Rail commences laying soon after its arri
val, in the early part of May. The nest, situated in the 
wettest part of the marsh, is fixed in the bottom of a sedgy 
tussock, and composed of withered grass and rushes. The 
eggs, from 6 to 10, are almost exactly of the form and color 
of those of the preceding species, and are equally similar 
with those of the European Water Rail, being of a dirty 
white, or pale cream color, sprinkled with specks of brown
ish-red and pale purple, most numerous at the great end. In 
the Middle States, they are believed to raise two broods in 
the season. The female is so much attached to her eggs, after 
sitting, as sometimes to allow of being taken up by the hand 
rather than desert the premises, which affection appears the 
more necessary, as the male seems to desert his mate, and 
leave her in the sole charge of her little family. ,6, 

About the 18th of June, in this vicinity, in a wet pUt 
of the salt marsh, making into a fresh meadow, near Charlee" 
River, one moonlight evening as late as 9 o'clock, I heard 
a busy male of this species, calling out at short intervals, iD 
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a guttural, creaking tone, alJDOBt like the IIOUJlCl of a· 
watchman's rattle, 'lrut..fi..eUt tee-Gl, the eall 80IDetimes a 
little varied. At this time, no doubt, his mate was some
where sitting on her eggs, in some tuft of the taU marine 
gr888 (SpartifUJ glabra,) which overhung the muddy inlet 
Dear which he took his station. The young, tOr some time 

. after being hatched, are covered wholly with a jet black 
down, and running with agility, are now sometimes Been, 
Dear the deep marshes, straying into the uplands and drier 
places, following the careful mother much in the manner of 
a hen with her brood of chickens. When separated from 
the parent, at a more advanced age, their slender peep, peep, 
peep is heard, and soon answered by the attentive parent. 
The female, when startled in her watery retreat, often utters 
a sharp squeaking scream, apparently close at hand, which 
sounds like 'leeele, 'leeele, 'leele; on once approaching, as I 
t1lOught, the author of this discordant and timorous cry, it 
still ~owly receded, but always appeared within a few feet 
of me, and, at length, pressing the pursuit pretty closely, 
abe rose tOr a little distance, with hanging legs, and settled 
down into a ditch, among some pond lily leaves, over which 
she darted, and again disappeared in her paths through the 
tall sedge, screaming at intervals, as I now found, to give 
warning to a brood of young, which had at first probably 
accompanied her, and impeded her progress. 

When Been, which is but rarely, the Virginian Rail, like 
the other species, stands or runs, with the neek outstretched, 
and with the short tail erect, and frequently jerked. They 
are never seen to perch on trees or shrubs, and are most of 
tile time on their teet. Their fteah is scarcely inferior to 
tbat of the Common Rail, but their scarcity ad diminutive 
size, relieTe them from mueh attention as game. Late in 
autumn, a little time previous to their departure, they 0cca

sionally W-md~ ~Il' btto dJe neighboring salt marshes, sit-
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Dated at a distance from the sea, a route by which, in aU 
probability, they proceed in a solitary and desultory manner 
towards the milder regions of the south. At this time also, 
they often roost among the reed&, by ponds, in company 
with the different kinds of black birds, clinging, no doubt, to 
the fallen stalks, on which they pass the night over the water. 
They swim and dive also, with ease and elegance; but like 
their whole tribe, of Long-Footed Birds, they are swiftest 
on land, and, when pushed, depend upon their celerity over 
the covered marsh as a final resort. 

The Small Mud Hen is about 10 inches in length; and 14 in alar 
extent. The bill near It inches long , dusky above, bright yellowiah
brown below. Iris red. Cheeks and stripe over the eye, ash: over 
the lores, and at the lower eye-lid white. Crown, and all the upper 
parts black, the feathers edged with olive-brown, more broadly on 
the back and acapulars, which last are scarcely longer than the 
ordinary feathers of the back. Wing coverts chestnut. Quilla all 
plain deep dusky. Chin white. Throat, breast and belly, reddish
brown. Sides and vent black, with distant transverse white bars. 
Under tail coverts white, with pale brownish edges, and oblong black 
spots along the shafts; shoulder of the wing and the feathers of its 
lining, edged with white. Legs and feet dusky reddish-brown: the 
tarsus Ii inches; the middle claw, with its nail, 1 t inches. - The 
female is about half an inch shorter, with the breast much paler. 
and with more white on the chin and throat. 

Subgenus. - CRElI:. (Bonap.) 

The bill shorter than the head, robust, much higher than wide at 
the base, tapering, compressed, and acute at the point; uppt'r man
dible furrowed at base only, a little curved at the extramity; lowe» 
navicular; nostril. oblong, medial. - These birds, with the aspect of 
our domestic fowl .. live 81\ much on vegetables 18 animals. 
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(Rallus C4rolinus, BONAP. Syn. No. 272. Rail, WILSON, vi. p. '.t7. 
pI. 48. fig. 1. [male.) Gallinula carolina, LATH . Ind. ii. p. 771 . 
ap. 17. Soree Gallinule, PENN. Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 491. No. 409. 
Soree, CATESBY, i. p. 70. Little American Water Hen, (Galli-
1Wla minor,) EDW. pI. 144. Le Rille de Virginie, BUFF. 0 • . viii. 
p. 165. Phil. Museum, No. 4426.) 

SP. CIIARACT. - Varied with olive-brown and black; feathers of the 
back and wings penciled with white margins ; breast and flanks 
mostly slate color, the latter waved with white ; edge of the 1st 
primary white. - Male Witll the centre of the throat black. In 
the female and young the throat is white. 

THE Soree, or Common Rail of America, which assem
ble in such numbers on the reedy shores of the larger rivers, 
in the Middle and adjoining warmer States, at the approach 
of autumn, and which afford such abundant employ to 
the sportsman, at that season, like most of the tribe to 
which it belongs, is a bird of passage, wintering general1y 
south of the limits of the Union. They begin to make 
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their appearance, in the marshes of Georgia, by the close of 
February ; and, on the 2d of May, Wilson observed them 
in the low watery meadows below Philadelphia. In the re
mote fur countries of the north, up to the 62d parallel, they 
are common through the summer, and were observed by 
Dr. Richardson to be particularly abundant on the banks of 
the small lakes, that skirt the Saskatchewan plains. In the 
vast reedy marshes, swamps and lagoons, of these desolate 
regions, the greater part of the species are no doubt reared, 
as but few of them are ever known to breed in the warmer 
parts of the continent, and the history of their manners, at 
the period of incubation, is, therefore, till a blank. The 
observations of persons not conversant with the nice dis
tinctions necessary in natural history, ought to be received 
with caution, as they might easily confound the mere young 
of the present and the preceding species, as one and the 
same. The alleged nest, eggs, and young birds covered 
with a black down, mentioned by Wilson, agree perfectly 
with the Virginian Rail; but the length of the bill, and 
any other discriminating particulars are wholly omitted. 
We may conclude, therefore, up to the prese:p.t time, that 
the actual young and nest of the Soree are yet unknown, 

. and that all which has been said on this subject is but con
jecture, or a misapplication of facts belonging to the prece
ding species. 

Like the other migrating waders, the Rails, accompanied 
by their swarming broods, bred in the north and west, be
gin to show themselves on the reedy borders of the Dela
ware, and other large waters of the Middle States, whose 
still and sluggish streams, spreading out over muddy fiats, 
give birth to an abundant crop of the seeds of the Wild 
Rice,· now the favorite food of the Rails and the. Rice 

• Zi,oma aquou,., nnd Z. ciaoui080, the latter speciea moat prevolent in the 
western waters. 
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Birds.· On first arriving, nom the labor and privation 
incident to their migrations, they are lean, and little valued 
as food j but as their favorite natural harvest begins to swell 
out and approach maturity, they rapidly fatten; and, from 
the middle of September to the same time in October, they 
are in excellent order for the table, and eagerly sought 
after wherever a gtm can be obtained and brought into 
operation. 

Walking by the borders of these reedy rivers, in ordinary 
seasons, you hear, in all directions, the crowding Rails 
squeaking like young puppies. If a stone be thrown in 
amongst them, there is a general outcry through the reeds, a 
confused and reiterated 'kuk 'kuk 'kuk 'Ie' k 'Ie' k, resounds 
from the covered marsh, and is again renewed by the timid 
throng, on the discharge of a gun or any other sudden noise 
within their hearing. The Rails, however numerous, are 
scarcely visible, unless it be at or near to high water; for 
when the tide is down, they have the art so well to conceal 
themselves among the reeds, that you may walk past and 
even over them, where there are hundreds, without seeing 
probably a single individual. 

The flight of the Rails, while confined among the rice 
reeds, is low, feeble and fluttering, with the legs hanging 
down, as if the effort were unnatural and constrained, which 
may, no doubt, at times, be produced by the extreme cor
pulency which they attain in a favorable season for food; 
yet, occasionally, they will rise to a considerable height, 
and cross considerable streams without any reluctance or 
difficulty j 80 that however short may be their wings, the 
muscles by which they are set in motion are abundantly 
sufficient to provide them the means of pursuing the de
liberate stages of their migratory course. Wherever the 

• The Dame pYeJl to tbe BoIlo1lDk. and IhelrbJood, whelllJllheIr Sparrow __ 
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Z-uania and its nutritious grain abounds, there the Rails 
are generally seen. In the reedy lakes of Michigan, as 
well as the tide-water streams of the Atlantic, these birds 
are found eongregated, in quest of their favorite food. In 
Virginia, they are particularly abundant along the graMy 
banks of James' River, within the bounds of tide water, 
where they are often taken in the night, while perched 
among the reeds; being stupified by the glare of a fire 
carried in among them, they are then easily approached by 
a boat, and rudely knocked on the head with a paddle; 
sometimes in such quantities, that three negroes, in as many 
hours, have been known to kill from 20 to 80 dozen. 

Fear seems to be a ruling passion among the whole tribe 
of Rails and their kindred allies; with faculties for acting 
in the day, timidity alone seems to have rendered them 
almost nocturnal in their actions; their sole address and 
cunning seems entirely employed in finding out means of 
eoncealment; this is particularly the case when wounded; 
tIiey then swim out and dive with so much caution as sel
dom to be seen again above water; they even cling with 
their feet to the reeds beneath that element, where they 
would sooner endure suffocation than expose themselves 
with any chance of being !reen; they often also skulk, on 
ordinary occasions, under the floating reeds, with nothing 
more than the bill above water. At other times, when 
wounded, they will dive, and rise under the gunwale of the 
sportsman's boat, and secreting themselves there, have the 
cunning to go round as the vessel moves, until, given up as 
]ost, they find an opportunity of completing their escape. 

Aceording to the observations of Mr. Ord, the females, 
more particularly, are sometimes so affected by fear, or 
some. other passion, as to fall into sudden fits, and appear 
Stretched out as lifeless, reeovering, after a while, the use of 
their faculties, and falling again into syneope, on merely 
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presenting the finger in a threatening attitude. At such 
times, and during their obstinate divings, they often fall 
victims, no doubt, to their enemies in the watery element, 
as they are sometimes seized by eels and other voracious 
fish, who lie in wait for them; so that the very excess of 
their fear and caution hurries them into additional dangers, 
and frustrates the intention of this instinct for preservation. 
The swooning, to which they appear subject, is not uncom
mon with some small and delicate irritable birds, and Cana
ries are often liable to these death-like spasms, into which 
they also fall at the instigation of some immaterial or trifling 
excitement of a particular kind. 

During the greater part of the months of September and 
October, the market of Philadelphia is abundantly supplied 
with this highly esteemed game, and they are usually sold 
at from 50 cents to a dollar the dozen. But soon after the 
first frosts of October, or towards the close of that month, 
they all move off to the south. In Virginia, they usually 
remain until the first week in November. In the vicinity 
of Cambridge, (Mass.) a few, as a rarity only, are now and 
then seen in the course of the autumn, in the Zizania 
patches which border the outlet of Fresh Pond; but none 
are either known or suspected to breed in any part of this 
state, where they are, as far as I can learn, every where 
uncommon. 

The usual method of shooting Rail on the Delaware, 
according to Wilson, is as follows. The sportsman proceeds 
to the scene of action in a batteau, with an experienced 
boatman, who propels the boat with a pole. About two 
hours before high water, they enter the reeds, the sportsman 
taking his place in the bow ready for action; while the 
boatman on the stern seat pushes her steadily through the 
reeds, The Rails generally spring singly, u the boat ad
vlDces, and at a short distance ahead, are instantJy shot 
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down, while the boatman, keeping his eye on the spot where 
the bird feU, directs the vessel forward, and picks it up as 
the gunner is loading. In this manner the boat continues 
through and over the wild-rice marsh, the birds flushing and 
falling, the gunner loading and firing, while the helmsman 
is pushing and picking up the game; which sport continues 
till an hour or two after high water, when its shallowness, 
and the strength and weight of the floating reeds, as al80 
the unwillingness of the game to spring as the tide de
creases, oblige them to return. Several boats are s0me

times within a short distance of each other, and a perpetual 
cracking of musketry prevails along the whole reedy shores 
of the river. In these excursions, it is not uncommon for an 
active and expert marksman to kill ten or twelve dozen iD 
the serving of a single tide. 

The Soree or Rail is about 9 inches or a little more in length: and 
14 in alar extent. The bill yellow, blackish towards the point abon, 
a little more than t of an inch long, and a little short of , an 
inch in vertical breadth. Lores, front, crown in the centre, ChiD, 
and IItripe down the throat, black. Line over the eye curved to the 
flont, cheeks and breast clear ash color. Sides of the crown, and 
upper parts generally brown-olive, the feathers largely centered with 
black on the back, scapulars and tertiaries, which feathers are 
elegantly marked with subterminal lateral borders of pure white, 
but broadly tipt with brown-olive, (in some specimens a few of the 
larger tertiaries are spotted and partly barred with white oJ! their 
outer webs.) The sides of the head, neck, and the wing coverts 
are almost wholly brown· olive. Wing plain dusky olive-brown j the 
exterior edge white. Tail pointed, dusky-brown olive, til.intly cen
tered with black; the two or four middle feathers, for half their 
length, taintly bordered on the inner webs with white. 1JJuUr pi. 
..,8; lower part of the breast marked with transverse cuning ban 
of white on a light ash ground. Centre of the belly white, aiclea 
barred with black and white, with a mixture of olive-brown. Vent 
bWf. Legs and feet yellowish-green. Middle toe with ita nail It 
inchel; nail much comprel8ed and hooked j tarsus 1 inoh 3 to .. line.. 
lride reddish hazel. 
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The jemtlltJ and fJI1fIfIII of tU year have the throat nearly white, 
the breast pale brown, and little or no black on the head. The 
young are also much Imaller, and the pale brown tint prevail8 over 
all the lower plumage, with a Blight indication of ash only on 
the throat: the front and aidea of the head are also brown. The 
rnmp and adjJinmg part of the aide. iI much brighter rufoaa thaD iD 
the adult. 

YELLOW-BREASTED RAIL. 

(RaUwr mneboraunN, BOllAP. Byn. No. 373. Am. Om. iv. p. 136. 
pI. 'rI. fig. 2. [young.] Gallirwla mneboracensis, LATH. ii. p. m. 
ap. 16. Fulica 7WlIeboracensis, GMEL. SY8t. i. p. 701. 8p. 15. Per
diz 1l1Idsonica? bID. ii. p. 655. 8p. 41. Yellow-Breasted Galli
nule, LATH. and PEIIN. Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 491. No. 410. Rallu 
rqftcollia, VIEfLL. Gal. del Oil. p. 168. t. 266. American Mu
seum, in New York.) 

Bp. CUARACT. - Black, skirted with pale olive-brown, and varied 
all over with narrow tran8Verse white bare; beneath yellowish
brown and waved; lower wing coverts and a great part of the 
secondaries, white - Ftmtde duller, and the lega Iineated. 

THE Yellow-Breasted Rail, though fOUDd sparingly in 
many parts of the Union, and in Canada, is every where 
rare. It has been met with, apparently, as a mere straggler 
in the vicinity of New York and Philadelphia, in the depth 
of winter; and has likewise been seen in Missouri, probably 
on its spring passage towards the north. Where it winters, 
whether in the Southern States, or in still milder climes, is 
yet unknown. 

Mr. Hutchins, in a manuscript, written as far back as 
1777, quoted by Dr. Richardson in his Northern Zoology, 
says, "This elegant bird is an inhabitant of the marshes" 
on the coast of Hudson's Bay, near the mouth of Severn 
River, "from the middle of May to the end of September. 
It never flies above 60 yards at a time, but runs with great 
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rapidity among the long grass near the shores. In the 
morning and evening it utters a note, which resembles the 
suiking of a flint and steel i at other times it makes a 
shrieking noise. It builds no nest, but lays from 10 to 16 
white eggs, among the grass." It is evident, therefore, that 
the Yellow-Breasted Rail is principally a northern species, 
which migrates mostly through the western interior of the 
continent, and is therefore very rare in the Atlantic States. 
According to the Prince of Musignano, it has also been 
seen in marshy situations around Athabasca Lake. 

Like all the other species, the present inhabits swamps, 
marshes, and the reedy margins of ditches and lakes. In 
the vicinity of West Cambridge, aDd the vast extent of wet 
marsh-land, which stretches over the face of the country, 
and is but rarely visited by man, among the Virginian Rails, 
and a few stragglers of the Soree, we occasionally meet 
with this small and remarkable species. The first ever 
brought to me, late in autumn, was surprised while feeding 
on insects or seeds, by the margin of a small pool, over
grown with the leaves of the waterIil y (N ymph«a odorata.) 
Without attempting either to fly or swim, it darted nimbly 
over the floating leaves, and would have readily escaped 
but for the arrest of the fatal gun, which baffled its cun
ning and precaution i when wounded it also swims and 
dives with great address. According to Mr. hes, they are 
frequently met with, at this season, in the marshes in the 
vicinity of Salem. 

On the 6th of October (1831,) haloing spent the night in 
a lodge, on the borders of Fresh Pond, employed for decoy
ing and shooting ducks, I heard, about sunrise, the Yellow
Breasted Rails begin to stir among the reeds (Annulo 
phragnlitis) that thickly skirt this retired border of the 
lake, and in which, among a host of various kinds of Black
birds, they had for some time roosted every night. As soon 
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as awake, they called out in an abrupt and cackling cry, 
'krek, 'lcrek, 'lcrek, 'krek, 'kUk 'k'kla, which note, appu
entIy from the young, was answered by the puent (probably 
the hen,) in a lower soothing tone. The whole of these 
uncouth and guttural notes have no bad resemblance to the 
croaking of the tree frog, as to sound. This call and 
answer, uttered every morning, is thus kept up for several 
minutes in various tones, till the whole family, sepuated for 
the night, have met and satisfactorily recognised each other. 
These are, no doubt, migrating broods, who have arrived 
from the north, about the time stated for their departure by 
Mr. Hutchins. By the first week in November, their cack
ling ceases; and as they seem to migrate hither without d&
lay, and with great expedition, for a bird with such short 
wings; it is probable they proceed at once to the swamps of 
the Southern States, and soon after to, or beyond the boun
duies of the Union. 

The length of the Yellow-Breasted Rail is about 76 inches. The 
young acarcely 6 inches. The bill , of an inch long from the rictus, 
much comp_d, dusky-green, with the base and ridge near the 
&ont, dull yellowish-orange. Iris haze\. Feet soiled fiesh color. 
Tarsus 1 inch. Middle toe an inch and one eighth long. Summit 
of the head and back, black, the latter more broadly skirted with 
yellowish-brown, with each feather crOBBed by two narrow white 
bands: hind part of the head dotted with white. Broad line over 
the eye pale yellowish-brown, and dotted with dark brown. The 
feathen of the nape, sides of the neck and lump, with only the ter
minal band of white. Wings when closed extending to the tip of 
the tail: upper wing·coverts dusky, margined with olive-ferruginous, 
each with two white narrow bands. Quills dusky; Becondaries 
nearly all white except the firat, which is dusky on the outer web, 
and the last, which is mottled with the same; lICapuiars black, very 
widely bordered with yellowish-brown, crossed by two to three 
white equidistant lines. Tail black, very ahort, the feathen with 
two and three white line., and pale ferruginous at the aide.. LotDer 
pltl.1I&4lftJ, aides of the neck and breast, yellowish-brown, each feather 
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being tipt with a darker tint, giving a waved appearance to thoae 
parts. Throat and belly whitish: flanks and thighs dusky, mixed 
with pall' brown, the feathers furnished with two or three white 
transverse lines, as on the back. Under tail-coverts pale rufous. 
The young, for lome time after hatching, as in the other species, are 
covered with a black down. When fully grown, they are atill 
much Imaller than the adults, have the bars about the head much 
more distinctly marked; the under parts darker and more clouded, 
with a general reddish tint prevalent over the lower parts and the 
skirting of the upper plumage; there are also fewer white bars OD 

the tail and large feathers, and the black of the adult is yet oaly 
chocolate-brown. But the most decisive mark is the aheence of 
most of the white on the secondaries, which is only indicated by J 
or 3 irregular spots on the first of them, and on the IllSt of the 
primaries. 

GALLINULES. (GALLlN(;LA, Lat".) 

IN these birds, which closely resemble tlJe Rails, the BILL is aborter 
than the head, much higher than wide, compressed, straight; both 
mandibles furrowed, the upper covering the margins of the lower, 
inclined at the point, the bue spreading out into a naked space 
advancing upon ~e forehead. NOSTRILS in tile furrow of the bill, 
medial, lateral, oblong, pervious, half closed by a turgid membrane. 
Feel, a small naked space above the knee, anterior toes very lonr, 
wholly divided, bordered by a narrow membrane: hind toe bearing 
on the ground with several joints; nails acute and compressed. 
Wing. concave, rounded; 1st primary shorter than the 5th; 2d and 
3d longest. Tail short, and nearly covered. 

The two sexes nearly alike in plumage, the males merely a liUle 
brighter colored, and with the frontal clypcus more extended. The 
yOUDg dift'er from the adult, till the completion of the ycar; and in
dividuals vary muclt in Bize. The moult is annual. 

The Gallinules, or Water Hens, 80 called from their quaint_ 
blance to our common domestic fowls, associated by pairs or broods, 
lead almost a nocturnal life, hiding them!!Clves in the thick herhsfe 
of the marshes, where they dwell by day, and disporting and feediq 
towards evening, and in the early twilight. They reside near &e.h 
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watera, about riTera and pool.,·in wet and inundated m.mCD; they 
aJBo take to the water habitaally, ILDd swim with eue, in a Bingular 
8irtiDg manner, continually tltrikiDg the water with their tails: 
when approached ILDd alarmed, they have recourse to diving, at such 
times using their wings as liDs, but never feed in this manDer. The 
Water Hens are sedentary, no lesa from the incapacity of their 
Ihort wings for undertaking migrations, thlLD from original di .. 
poBition, they are therefore found to inhabit warm and temperate 
eJimate8, in which they can obtain a constant supply of their varied 
fbod. Bred sometimes in elevated inland districts, the old and young, 
merely in quest of food and shelter, moye occaBionally into the 
aheltered plBins and manhe., and perform their migrations by night. 
Like the Rails, they depend much more on the use of their ]ap 

than wings, running with rapidity through covert and entangled 
herbage, in which they arc &l8isted by the compreased form of their 
bodies aI]owing them to pus through the narrowest openings, and 
sometimes, rather than trust to the tardy progreM of swimming, 
they skip over considerable sheets of still water on the yielding Sill' 

1iu:e of aquatic foliage. They are naturally restleIB, and, when ran· 
ning, always in the advancing posture of extreme haste, they elevate 
the tail. They feed on smal] fish, insects and vegetables, and se]· 
dom leave the pool or still river while it continues to dord them 
food, and are particularly attached to such, whose shady and sedgy 
borders nourish a supply of their usual fare. They are very prolific, 
and yet from the VDllOUS destructive accidents to which they are 
exposed, are by no means a numerous race; they lay two or 
three times in the year, at first as many as 10, the latter broods, how· 
ever, consist usually of only about 5 or 6 eggs; these are usnally 
olivaceous, with rufous spots. The nest is made of rushel, Bags, or 
other coarse herbage, brought together in con.iderab]e quantities, and 
placed near the surface of the water, on some branch, bash or stump; 
the hen i. Baid to cover the eggs with herbage on leaving them, to 
feed; she sits about three weeks, and the young, at first covered with 
black down, run and swim as soon as hatched, but remain for some 
time under the careful guidance and protection of the mother, and 
are so well concealed that it is rarely possible to surprise them; for 
some time after birth the parent conducts them to and from the nest, 
where she broods and defends them with all the care of a domestic 
hen. But the very element, on which instinct so strongly leads 
them to rely, and in which they are usual]y 10 secure, not unfre. 
que~tl1 prove~ their destruction, as their eggs, placed so near the 
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water, are often Iwept away by the 1l00d. of Bummer, and many or 
the young are destroyed by rapacioua fish, and particularly by the 
pike. The Ilight of the Gallinules, except when they rise high in 
the air, is slow and limited, so that they have only recourse to it in 
extremities; it is also performed in a peculiar heavy manner, with 
the legs hanging down, and not stretched out as in other waders. 
Their voice is strong, but guttural and unpleasant; and their Aesh 
is, by most, considered palatable. - The genua consists of five 01' 

aix very similar species, spread over alI the warm and temperate 
climates of the globe. The only race remarkably distingui8bed 
by its di1Ferent plumage is the G. marliaial, which, in the bril
liancy of its vesture, approaches the nearly related Purpkyriortu, 01' 

Sultanas. . 
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(GaUinula martinica, GMEL . BONAP . Syn. No. 274. LATH. Ind. p. 
769. No. D. Fulica TlUlrtinica, LIN. (ed. 12.) i. p. 259. sp. 7. Gal.
linula porphyrio, WILSON, ix. p. 67. pI. 73. fig . 2. Phil . Museum, 
No. 4294.) 

Sr. CB .. uuCT. -Lower wing coverts blue; all the under tail covert. 
pure white : no colored circle around the tibia. -.Ildult, purple, 
back and tail green; the side. of the neck and winge blue. The 
yqung varied with dull purplish and dusky; beneath with black 
and white. 

THIS very splendid, but incongruous species of Galli
nule, is, in the United States, a bird of passage, wintering 
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in tropieal Ameriea, and passing the summer, or breeding 
season in the marshes of Florida and the contiguous parts 
of the State of Georgia, where it arrives in the latter part 
of April, retiring south with its brood, in the course of the 
autumn, and probably winters, aecording to its habits, in 
the swampy maritime distriets along the coast of the Mex
ican Gulf. An instance is given by Mr. Ord, of one of 
these birds being driven out to sea, and taking shelter on 
board of a vessel bound from New Orleans to Philadelphia, 
while in the gulf. This happened on the 24th of May, and 
therefore could only have been a bewildered straggler, 
accidentally earried out to sea without any intention of 
migrating; nor is it probable that a bird of such short 
wings as those whieh eharaeterize .the genus, would make 
the attempt to travel any considerable distance over sea, 
while a route by land, equally favorable for the purpose, 
offered. Little relianee, therefore, is to be placed upon 
these aecidents, as proving the maritime migratory habits 
of birds. Several hundred m~es from land, towards the 
close of last June, (1833,) in the latitude of the Capes of 
Virginia, the vessel in whieh I was sailing for the port of 
New York, was visited by two or three unfortunate Swallows, 
who, overcome by hunger and fatigue, alighted for a while 
on the rigging of our ship, from whence they, in all proba
bility, proceeded farther out to sea and perished. At this 
season of the year they could not be migrating, but had 
wandered out upon the barren bosom of the deceiving 
ocean, and would, in consequence of exhaustion and famine, 
800n after fall a prey to the remorseless deep. 

The Martinico Gallinule, while in the Southern States, 
frequents the rice fields, rivulets, and fresh water pools, in 
company with the more common Florida speeies. It is a 
vigorous and active bird, bites hard when irritated, runs 
with agility, and has the faculty, like the Sultanas, of hold-
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ing on objects very firmly with its toes, which are very long, 
mel spread to a great extent. When walking, it jerks ita 
taillike the common Gallinule. In its native mushes it is 
very shy and vigilant, and continually eluding pursuit, can 
only be flushed with the aid of a dog. 

The length of the Purple Gallinule is 14 inches. Bill I! inches, 
vermilion-red, greenish-yellow at the tip. Irids pale blood-red. 
Naked crown dull azure blue. Head, part of the neck, throat, and 
breast, of a rich violet-purple. Back and 8capulars olive-green. 
Rump, tail, and its coverts, brownish-green. Sides of the neck aDd 
wings, bright blue, the latter tinged with green: shoulders of the 
wings rich azure. Inner webs of the quills and tail feathers, dusky
brown. Belly and thighs dull purplish-black. Vent white. Tail 
rounded. ugs and feet greenish-yellow; the claws long, sharp, 
and of a pale fle8h color. Span of the foot 5 inches. 

FLORIDA GALLINULE. 

(GallUwl4 gale&ts, LICHEIiSTBIIi. BOIiAP. Am. Om. iv. p.l28. pl. fl1. 
fig. 1. [adult.] TUM. (in note) Man. d'Om. ii. p. 696. G. clalo
ropu, BOIlAP. Syn. No. 275. Fulica major pulla, jr01lle cera coc
cima, oblungo quadrata glabra obiucta, membrana digitorum all

gu.ti8sima, BROWlIE. Nat. Hist. Jamaic. p. 479. (Red-Faced Coot.) 
The Coot, SLOAlIE. ii. p. 320. 8p. 15.) 

Sr. CHAR.lCT.-Frontal cere oblong-quadrate; toe. eztremely long, 
edged with a very narrow membrane, the middle toe 34 linetl; & 

red circle &.round the tibia; lateral under tail coverts only, white. 
-.adult dark .Iate color, tinged with olivaceous on the back. 
Yoag brownish-olive, beneath whitish. 

THIS species of Gallinule, so closely related to thU of 
Europe, is common in Florida, in the Antilles, in Jamaica, 
Guadaloupe, and the Isle of Aves, where they have to die
pense with the use of tresh water. It:s seen frequenting 

Digitized by Google 



WADING BIRDS. 

pools, lagoons and streams, and extends over a great portion 
of the continent of South America. In the Middle and 
Northen States of the Union, it appears to be quite aooi
dental, though as a straggler it has been seen, and shot as 
far north as Albany, in the State of New York. Its range 
to the north is therefore much more limited than its Euro
pean analogue. Its voice is un~uth, but sonorous, and its 
cry, or call, resdmbles 'ka, 'ka, 'ka! Mr. Audubon, met 
with this species, in great numbers, in Florida, towards the 
source of the St. John's, in the month of March. 

This species is unknown in Canada, or the northern 
parts of America. The Common Gallinule (G. chloropus) 
is spread over all Europe, and the temperate parts or 
Asia, and is met with throughout the continent of Africa. 
That of Java (G. ardosiaca, V IEILL.) is also very similar 
with the present, and probably exists throughout India. 
The principal traits of distinction between the three kinds, 
till recently confounded as one, lie in the comparative 
length of the toes, and the accompanying difference of form 
and extent of the frontal clypeus. This bare space on 
the forehead is much more extensive in the American and 
Javanese species, than in that of Europe; it is also round 
in that of Java, quadrate in that of America, and narrOflJ 

and awle in the bird of Europe. 

The Florida Gallinule is about 14 incheBlong. The bill I! inchet 
to the rictus, and, as well as the clypeuB, or bare apace paasing up 
the forehead, red; but with the point greeniah. The clypeus is 
more than an inch wide between the eyea, occupying a great por
&ion of the head, posteriorly terminating somewhat square or slightly 
heart-ahaped. The general color of the plumage is a dark lead 
color, or sooty black, the head and neck being a shade darker, the 
lower parts lighter, or almost cinereous. The back and wing cov
erts are deeply tinged with olive. Primaries blackish, the tail more 
deeply black than in the other allied species. The under tail coverts 
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al80 deep black, with the lateral feathers pure white. The white 
/ IiDing of the wing extend8 externally round the ahoulder, nearly to 

the tip of the outer quill, which is al80 white on the exterior web. 
Flanks with large white spot.t. Wings about 7 inches long: the tail 
exceeding 3. Feet greenish, with a red ring round the tibia: the 
bare space on the thigh nearly I of an inch. Tarsus 2 inchea and 
three eighths. Middle toe without the nail, more than 2l inches; 
the nail itaelf t of an inch. The lateral toea meaaure more than 2 
Inches, and the hind toe one and an eighth. The Bexea appear 
exactly alike. 
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WITH the BILL of moderate dimensions, straight and ro
bust, (except in Phalaropus, where it is long and slender:) 
the upper mandible somewhat curved at the point. FEB'!' 

moderate, the tarsus slender, or compressed; 3 toes forward, 
and 1 backward; the toes mostly margined with lobed or 
festooned membranes: hind toe articulated rather high and 
internally upon the tarsus. 

The birds of this artificial order are essentially aquatic, 
swimming and diving with equal facility. They live in 
BlDall flocks, on or near the sea coasts, venturing sometimes 
to sea, others often visit fresh-water lakes. They live 
upon insects, worms, fish, frogs, and on vegetables. They 
are monogamous; and migrate in large bands, mostly on 
wing, but often also execute journeys of considerable extent, 
by swimming. The plumage of the sexes nearly alike, 
but the young often differ from the adult. The body is 
thickly covered with down, and the plumage is close and 
shining. 

COOTS. (FULICA." Briss. Lin.) 

IN these birds the BILL is shorter than the head, stout, nearly 
straight, conical, compressed, higher than broad at base, acute at 
tip; mandibles equal, furrowed each side at the base, the upper COT-

• So called because o( Ite dlllky color: from ftlJilo, mote, and lienee the 
lta11an nDlDe DC I.lleg. or lolllJtlJ. 
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ering the margin. of the lower, IOmewbat curved, the bale apreadina 
out into a naked membrane over the forehead, and lOme times accu
mulating into a cre.t-like appendage; the lower mandible boat-like 
(or navicular.) NOSTRILI in the furrow, medial, lateral, concave, 
oblong, perviolD, half cloaed by a turgid membrane. FEET mod. 
erate, situated far back, naked space above the tarsus small; tarllU8 
compreiaed, almost edged behind; anterior toes very long, nearly 
divided to the bale, on either aide margined by a broad scalloped 
membrane; hind toe bearing on the ground, edged on the inner side 
with an entire membrane. Wings moderate, rounded, lst primary 
equal with the 5th, 2d and 3d longest. Tail short and narrow, of 
12 or 14 feathers. 

The two sexes nearly alike in plumage; and the young scarcely 
distinguishable from the adult: individuals differ greatly in size. The 
frontal disk varies much among adult individuals: the moult takes 
place twice in the year, without producing any material change 
in the colors of the plumage, which is thick, close and impermeable 
to water. The general color of all the BpCcies is inclining to 
black. 

The Coots are more decidedly aquatic than the Gallinules, they 
are indeed rarely seen on land; they live, however, in salt as well 
as fresh waters, and swim and dive with the utmost facility: they 
frequent gulfs and bays, but never venture out upon the sea; yet 
they voyage as well as reside upon the water, where the route is 
sheltered by the proximity of land. The Coots are also noctur· 
nal in their habits, the old birds being rarely seen by day; the young 
are less shy, playful, and easily approached, but generally elude the 
gunner, by promptly diving at the flash; they also often collect 
certain kinds of food beneath the water, so that they are habitual 
divers, and feed on small fish, insects, molusca, and aquatic plants. 
They walk with difficulty, from the awkward situation of their legs, 
being placed far behind the centre of the body; it is indeed seldom 
that they ever attempt to proceed by land, except, occasionally from 
one pond to another, and they generally take. wing if the distance 
be of any magnitude; on the ground their progress is so futile, that 
they are easily overtaken and caught by hand. The Coot takes wing 
also with difficulty, and during day time, only when dri ven to emer· 
gencies, sometimes even burrowing into the mud, rather than rise 
&om the water; when they make the attempt, they rise 00 the sur· 
face of their favorite element, spread the wings, and then flutter and 
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paddle rapidly along the 1I1lriiIce; when once raiaed, however, the 
difficulty vanishes, and they Sy with ease and rapidity, but with a 
great deal of motion in the wings. They breed in marshes, among 
the reeds and rank grus, forming a very bulky nest of coarse aquatic 
weeds, the eggs are large and numerous; both IICXes join in the 
labor of incubation, and the rearing of the young, who take to the 
water as soon as hatched. The Sesh is said to be dark, and IlDpal
atable, but the young of the native species are nearly equal in taste 
with some of thc best Savored ducks. 

The species, though few, are spread nearly over the world; there 
ill one in Europe, and another closely allied to it in America; another 
also in Africa, and two or three kinds in South America. They 
are very nearly allied to the Gallinules. 
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(Fuliea amerUana, GJlEL. BONAP. 8yn. No. 276. F. atra, WILSON, 

ix. p. 61. pI. 73. fig. 1. Phil. .Museum. No. . . .) 

SP. CH .t.IlACT. - Slate colored, under tail coverts Ilnd exterior lining 
of the wings white; tail uBual1y of 14 featbl'rs.-Adult, with the 
head and neck deep black; the membrane of the forehead white. 
Young, with the head and neck browniBh·black; beneath paler, 
and somewhat mixed with white. 

THE Coot of America, so very similar to that of Europe, 
according to the season, is found in almost every part of the 
continent, from the grassy lakes that skirt the Saskatche
wan plains, in the 55th parallel,· to the reedy lagoons of 
East Florida, and the marshes of Jamaica. To the West, 
the species seems to inhabit the waters of the Columbia, in 
the remote Territory of Oregon. Mr. Say observed them 
also in the lower part of Missouri, and in Long's Expedi
tion, they were seen in Lake Winnipique, (lat. 420 .) on 
the 7th of June. Mr. Swainson has also received speci-

• Rlcbardoon and BwalDlOD, Nortb. Zool. II. p. 404. No. 170. 
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mens from the distant table-land of Mexico. We may, 
therefore, conclude almost with certainty, that the Coot of 
America, indifferent to climate, dwells and breeds in every 
part of the North American continent, over a range or 
probably more than 50 degrees of latitude! Nocturnal in 
their habits, and dispersing themselves far and wide over 
every watery solitude, they appear, in many places, to have 
disappeared for the season, until the numbers, swelled by 
their prolific broods, and impelled at the approach of winter 
to migrate for food, now begin to show themselves in the 
lakes, pools, and estuaries in the vicinity of the sea, from 
which they gradually recede towards the south, as the 
severity of the season compels them, being unable to subsist 
amidst the ice. In this way they proceed, accumulating in 
numbers as they advance, so that in the inundated and 
marshy tracts of Florida, particularly along the banks of the 
St. Juan, they are seen in winter, congregated in vast and 
noisy flocks. In the milder latitudes, their whole migra
tions will be limited to a traverse from the interior to the 
vicinity of the sea, while those which visit the wilderness 
of Upper Canada, where they are abundant in the summer. 
will probably migrate from 25 to 30 degrees every spring 
and autumn. 
. The Coots arrive in Pennsylvania, about the beginning 
of October. They appear in Fresh Pond, in this vicinity, 
about the first week in September. A pair took up their 
residence in this small lake, about the 15th of April; and 
in June they are occasionally seen accompanied by their 
young. The nest, eggs, and manners, during the period 
of reproduction, are yet unknown. Timorous and defen~ 
less, they seek out the remotest solitudes to breed, where, 
amidst impassable bogs and pools, the few individuals which 
dwell in the same vicinity are readily overlooked, and with 
difficulty discovered, from the pertinacity of the older birds 
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in hiding themselves wholly by day. It is therefore only 
when the aft"ections and necessities of the species increase, 
that they are urged to make more visible exertions, and 
throw aside, for a time, the characteristic indolence of their 
furtive nature. We now see them abroad, accompanied by 
their more active and incautious offspring, night and morn
ing, without exhibiting much timidity, the young sporting 
and feeding with careless confidence in their fickle element. 
They are at this time easily approached and shot, as they do 
Dot appear to dive with the same promptness as the Euro
pean species. 

The old birds, ever watchful and solicitous for their 
brood, with which they still appear to Ill!sociate, when 
alarmed, utter at times a sort of hoarse 'kruk, which serves 
as a signal either to dive or swim away. At this season of 
the year, Mr. N. Wyeth info~ms me, that he has heard the 
Coot repeatedly utter a whizzing sound, which he can only 
compare to the plunge of large shot when fired into water. 
It might possibly be the small and bouncing leaps, with 
which the associated young of the Common species amuse 
themselves at almost all hours of the day. In East Florida, 
where they appear, according to Bartram,to assemble and 
breed in great numbers, they are very chattering and noisy, 
and may be beard calling on each other, almost night and 
day. With us they are, however, very taciturn, though tame, 
and with many other birds, appear to have no voice but for 
the exciting period of the nuptial season. 

The Coots of Europe have many enemies in the preda-
. clous birds which surround them, particularly the Moor Buz

zard, which not only destroys the young, but sucks the 
.eggs, to such an extent, that notwithstanding their great 
prolificacy, laying from 12 to 18 eggs, the numbers are 
10 thinned by depredation, that not above one tenth escape 
the talons of rapaciOI18 species. Indeed, it is only the 
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second hatch, of about 8 eggs, more securely concealed 
among the flags on the margins of pools, that ever survi .. 
to renew the species. The nest, secreted in this manner 
among the rank herbage, is placed on the surface of the 
water, but raised above it by piling together a quantity of 
coarse materials, in order to keep the eggs dry. In this 
buoyant state, a sudden gale of wind has been known to 
draw them from their slender moorings, and nests haftJ 
thus been seen floating on the water, with the birds still sitting 
upon tbem, as in the act of navigating over the pool on 
which tbey had resided. The female is said to sit 22 or 23 
days; the young, now covered with a black down, quit 
the nest as soon as they are hatched, and are then cherished 
under the wings of the mother, and sleep around her be
neath the reeds; she also leads them to the water, in which 
they swim and dive from the moment of their liberation 
from the shell. 

When closely pursued in the water, the Coot sometimes 
makes for the shore, and from the compressed form of ita 
body, though so awkward in its gait, can make considerable 
progress through the grass and reeds. When driven to take 
wing on the water, it rises low and with reluctance, flutter
ing along the surface with both the wings and feet pattering 
over it, for which reason, according to Lawson, in his HiB
tory of Carolina, they had in that country received the name 
of Flusterers. 

The food of the American Coot, like that of the ~ 
species, is chiefly vegetable; they live also upon small fluvi~ 
tile shells and aquatic insects, to all whieh they add gram 
and sand, in the manner of common fowls. A specimen 
which I examined on the 19th of September, had the stom
ach, very capacious and muscular, filled with tops of the 
Water Milfoil (MyriopllyUum verticiUatum,) and a few 
eeeds or nuts of a small species of BIU-:p.eed (tS}mrgcmi-
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.... ) From the contents of the intestines, whieh were 
enormous. aquatie vegetables appeared now to be their 
prineipal food. 

In the month of November the Coot leaves the Northern 
amd Midd1e States. and retires by night, aooording to its 
'08I1a1 habits. to pass the winter in the warmer puts of the 
Union. and probably extends its journeys along all the 
shores of the Mexican Gulf. 

The length of the American Coot is from 16 to 161 inches. The 
length of the bill to the rictua 1 inch 5 linel; of the tarsus 2 inchel 
lIine; of the middle toe 2 inches 11 Iinel. The head and neck 
nlvet-blaclt. Fore part of the back, IIC&PWaH, rump, and till cov
erts, clove·brown, with a greenish tinge. Qujlll, till, and vent, 
pitch-black. Tips of the secondariel, and onder till coverts. white. 
- uu.r ~e lead.grey. Bill pale hom color, with a chelt.nut 
ring near its tip; frontal callus dead white, (m lOme lpecimeDl 
cbeltDut-broW'll,) terminating superiorly in a rhomboidal chestnut 
ao1ored.,.,t. Legs and toes yellowish-green, the scalloped mem
Inne lDOItlylead color. - Male specimeDl occur of only llij inches. 

PHALAROPES. (PBALAROPU8.t Brisl.) 

h these bird. the BILL is rather long, straight, weak and slender, 
both mandible. furrowed to the point, the upper somewhat curved 
at the extremity, the lower subulate at the point. NOBTlULI in the 
furrow, bual, lateral,longitudinal, linear, half covered by a mem
brane. FEET moderate, 4-toed; naked space on the tibia lOme what 
extensive; tarsus compressed, the 3 anterior toe. bordered by & 

lobed membrane (&I in the Coot,) outer connected at hue to the mid
dle toe; bind toe short, bordered only intemally with a small entire 
membrane, articulated interiorly, touching the groond at tip. 'W"mgB 
long, curved and acute; the 1st and 2d primariel about equal, and 

t Prom .""'.,IS, tbe probable Greek name ('" the Coot, and ""', Ch. loot Da.· 1.-, the lobed feet oIlhe Coo&. 
2()4t 
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the longest. Tail short, of 12 feathers, with the under coverts ex
tending to ita extremity. 

The head is small, wholly feathered, and compreued at the sidell, 
but rounded above; the neck is also well proportioned, and the bod~ 
roundish. The female differs a little from the male, and is larger. 
and more elegantly feathered. The young differ much from the 
adult in plumage, and also vary according to age. They moult 
twice in the year, changing their colors at these periods as much 
u the Sandpipers. The plumage is close, dense, and very downy at 
base, quite impermeable to the access of water. The colors in sum
mer brownish and rufous; changing in winter to grey and white. 

These elegant and d!minutive birds are essentially aquatic, not
withstanding their obvious relation to the Sandpipers. They glide 
over the water with admirable ease and Bwiftness, are the smallest 
at swimming birds; resisting the heaviest waves, like Petrels, they 
not only inhabit lakes and limited waters, but also go out fearlessly 
to sea; their extreme buoyancy, deprives them of the ability to 
dive. They are scarcely ever seen on the ground, where, how
ever, they walk and run quickly. They are by no means shy. 
ar: otlen conscious of danger; live in small flocks on sea coasta, 
preferring salt and brackish to fresh waters, on which they are but 
rarely seen. They fly with ease and elegance; and feed upon aquatic 
insecta and molusca, which they collect on the surface of the waves. 
ar: by the water side. They associate by pairs; nesting on shore. 
on the grassy borders of pools and lakes, or in the contiguous savan
nahs; the eggs are from 4 to 6, on which both sexes incubate, as 
well as take charge of the young; the brood, however, run about 
and swim as soon u they are hatched. The flesh is said to be oily and 
disagreeable, but in young birds of the Hyperborean Phalarope, we 
have found it altogether similar in flavor with that of the smaller 
1'ringc£. They inhabit the Arctic seas, from whence they migrate. 
at the approach of winter, into the temperate regions of either COD

tinent. The genus, as yet, consists of but 4 species, all found in 
America, and two of them are also common to Europe. The Pha
laropes seem to form a link of connexioll between the waders and 
web·footed tribes 
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Subgenus. - PBALAROPUS. OIl". Bonap. CRYMOPBILUS. 

Vieia. 

b this race of birds the BILL is moderate in its climen.aiona. rather 
stout, and much depressed throughout, the point dilated, rounded 
and curved. NOSTRILS oval. TungtU short, fleshy and obtuse. 
Feet; tarsi short, stout, and but little compressed; middle toe con
nected with the outer as far as the second joint, and with tlJe inner 
to the first articulation; the toes edged with a broad and deeply scal
loped membrane; hind toe very short, the nail only attaining the 
ground. Wings moderate. Tail rather long, and much rounded. 
The general form robust. 

This subgenus, or rather genus, consists, at presen't, of but one 
well ascertained species; resembling the section Hemipalma of the 
Sandpipers (Tringre.) 
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(Phalaropus f uliwrius, B ONA P . Syn. No. 277. P . platyrltinch7LJ, 
T Eml. Man. d 'Orn . ii. p . 71 2. P . hypcruoreus, (also P . fulw. 
nus.) WI LSON , ix. p . 7G. pI. 73. fig. 4. Red P halarope, (Tri~ 
ga fulicaria .) PENN. Arct. Z ool. No. 413. T he Red Coot-footed 
Tringa, ( Tringa "ufa.) Enw. pI. 142. Phil. M useum, No. 4088.) 

SP. C HARACT . - Blackish , varied with rusty, beneath rufous . - Wi. 
t eT dress cin('reous, benea.th white. Young ashy-brown, varied 
with yellowish-rufous; beneath white. 

THE Flat-Billed, or R ed Phalarope, inhabits the whole 
Arctic circle during summer, where, in the ecurity of soli
tude, it passes the important period of reproduction. It ., 
observed in the north and east of Europe ; in abundance in 
Siberia, upon the banks of lakes and rivers, and it extends 
its vernal migrations to the borders of the Caspian. They 
abound in the hyperboreal regions of America, breeding on 
the North Georgian Islands, and the remote and wintry 
coasts of Melville Peninsula. The late enterprising and 
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soientifio northern navigators, on the 10th of June, in the 
latitude of 680, saw a oompany of these little dariug voya
gers out at sea, four miles from land, swimming at t)leir 
ease, amidst mountains of ice. They are seen also by 
mariners between Asia and America. According to Mr. 
Bullock, the Red Phalarope is found oommon in the 
marshes of Sunda and Westra, the most northerly of the 
Orkney Isles, where they pass the breeding season, and are 
there so tame, and little alarmed by the destructive arts of 
man, as to suft"er the report of a gun without fear, so that 
Mr. B. killed as many as nine of them without moving from 
the spot where he made the first discharge. Whe.} seen 
swimming in pools, it is continually dipping the bill into the 
water, as if feeding on some minute insects, and "hi!e thus 
engaged it will often allow of a very near approach. When 
disturbed they fly out a short distance only, like the Dunlins. 
Sometimes, though rarely, they are seen to approach the 
shore or the land in quest of food, but their proper element 
is the water, and more particularly that of the sea or saline 
pools. 

The Flat-Billed Phalarope breeds around Hudson's Bay 
in the month of June, soon after their arrival from their 
tropical winter quarters j for this purpose, they select some 
dry and grassy spot, wherein they lay about " eggs of an 
oil-green oolor, crowded with irregular spots of dark umber
brown, which beoome oonfluent towards the obtuse end. 
The young take to wing in July, or early in August, and 
they leave the inclement shores of their nativity in the 
month of September. At this period, as well as in the 
spring, a few stragglers visit the United States, where they 
have been occasionally shot in the vicinity of Philadelphia 
and Boston. These and other species are also seen, in the 
autumn, about Vera Cruz, where they are sold with other 
game, in the market. Their visits in England aDd Gel-
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many are equally rare as in the United States, and they 
have been known sometimes to stray into Switzerland, 
having been shot on the lake of Geneva .. 

The length of the Red Phalarope ia from 7 to 7, inchea, (near 9 
inches TE •• !) Bill measured from above, 10 linea, tarsus the sau:e 
length. Summit of the head, occiput and nape, of a pure ash-color: 
a large patch of greyish-black over the orifice of the ears; two 
bands of thia color originating towards the eyes, pass over the hind
head, where they constitute a single band, which descends along 
the nape. Sidea of the breast, back, scapulars and rump, of a fine 
bluish-OJIh (like the mantle of some of the Gulls,) some blackisll 
BtainS occupy the centre of all these feathers and continue along 
the shafts: the longest of the scapulars are tipped with white: there 
is a transverse white band upon the wing. Tail feathers blackiah
brown, bordered with cinereoua. Front, aides of the neck, middle 
of the breast, and all the other lower parts pure white. Bill yellow
ish-red at the base, but brown towards the point. Iris reddiaD
yellow. Fcet greenish-grey. - The adults of both sexes in unntll1' 

plu'TIUlge. -Phalaropuslobat.WI, l.ATH. Ind. ii. p. 776. ap. 2. 

The young bifore moulting. Upon the occiput a blackish patch in 
the form of a horse-shoe; a band of the same color also over the 
eyes. Nape, back, scapulars, upper tail coverts, and the feathers or 
the tail ashy-brown. The plumage of the back, scapulars, and 
middle tail feathers widely bordered wi~ yellowish. Rump white, 
varied with dark brown. Secondaries and primariea fringed with 
white, their coverts bordered and terminated wfth yellowish-white j 
a transverse white band upon the wing. F~ont, ·throat, sides and 
front of the neck, breast, and other lower parla, pure white. Feet 
greenish-yellow. Bill ashy-brown. - It is then Tringa lobala, LEU" 
CHIIf, and Grey Phalarope of LATH. Syn. v. p. 272. PERIJ. Brit. 
Zoo!. 126. t. E. i. fig. 3. 

Summer and nuptial plumage uf the a4ults. - Head, nape, back, 
acapulars, and upper tail coverts blackish-brown; all the feathers or 
these parts surrounded with wide orange-rufous bordera. A yellow
ish band above the eyea. Wing coverts blackish, tipped with white. 
A transverse white band on the wing. Rump white, apotted with 
black. Fore part of the neck, breast, belly, and lower tail coverta, 
bright rufous or brick-red. - Tringa julicaria, Baulflf. Om. Boreal. 
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p. 51. No. 172. u Plullarope Rouge, BuJ'J'. <>ill. viii. p.225. Red 
P~pe,L&TB.Syn.V.p.2n. 

<hs. Dr. Richardson sU8pects that plate 308, and 142 of Ed
wards represents two Flot-Billed Pjalaropu. A specimen, now iD 
the British Museum, killed in the Orkneys, agrees in size and color 
with Edwards' bird, plate 142, and is larger in all its dimensions 
than the ordinary species. Similar large specimens were also killed 
Qn Melville Peninsula, by Sir Edward Parry; the summer plumage 
of these does not materially di1i'er, however, from that described 
shove, in the smaller species. 

Subgenus.-LoBIPES. (Bonap. Cuv.) 

WITH the BILL moderate, slender, cylindrical, subulate to the tip, 
poiDt narrow and sharp; upper mandible slightly curved upon the 
lower at tip. NOSTRILS not quite basal, linear. TonlflU filiform 
and acute. Tarsi elongated, somewhat compressed; toes rather 
long; middle one connected with the inner to the first, and with the 
outer to the second joint; the membranous margin of the toes 
broad and deeply scalloped; hind toe very short, touching the 
ground emly with the nail. Wings long: the tail rather short. The 
general form slender. 

There is but one known species of this section, which bears con
siderable resemblance to the Tatlers (Totanus,) and particularly Ca
IfIptroplwrus, or the Willet. 

HYPERBOREAN PHALAROPE. 

(Plullaropus lyperbort:IUI, etJusevs, LUB. Ind. ii. pp. 774, 775. sp.l. 
and 4. TEIlIl. ii. p. 709. BolUP. Syn. No. 278. Am. Om. iv. p. 
/fa. pI. 25. fig. 2. [young of the second year?] Lobipu hyperbo
reus, Cuv. Reg. Anim. i. p. 533. Tri1lfla hyptrborea, Lllf. Syst. i_ 
p. 249. sp. 9. T. lobata, IBID. [young.] Phil. Museum, No. 
. . . .) 

Sr. CU&R&CT. - Black, varied with rufous, beneath white; sides of 
the neck and breast bright rufous and ash. - Winter plumage ci-
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nereou&; beneath white. Y"..,- black, med with pale yellow
iab.brown; tront and beneath wlaite. 

THE geographical range of the Hyperborean Phalarope, 
as its name implies, is nearly, if not quite, similar with that 
of the preceding species. In summer it dwells and breedl!l 
generally within the Arctic circle in both continents. It pen
etrates into Greenland, Iceland, and Spitzbergen, is abun
dant in the north of Scotland, in the Orkneys and Hebrides, 
and is equally prevalent in Lapland, on the northern coasts of 
Siberia, and between Asia and America, a transient visi
ter on the shores of the Baltic, and seen only accidentally 
in Germany and Holland. It sometimes, though very 
rarely, penetrates inland as far as tbe lakes of Switzerland, 
and in its natal regions visits lakes of fresh as well as salt 
water. At tbe period of their migrations, in May and 
Augnst, they betake themselves to the open sea, particularly 
in autumn, and are then gregarious, assembling in flocks: 
at other times they are seen in pairs, and like the prece
ding, have a constant habit of dipping the bill into the 
water, as if in the act of collecting the minute molusca, 
which may be floating in it. They are often also seen on 
the wing, and are said by Willughby, to utter a shrill 
clamorous cry or twitter, resembling that of the Greater 
Tern. 

In Arctic America, where this Phalarope resides in the 
mild season, it is seen to seek out shady pools, in which 
it swims with peculiar ease and elegance, its attitudes much 
resembling those of the Common Teal. It makes its nest 
without much art, on the borders of the waters it frequents, 
among the grass, upon some elevated tussock, laying 3 or 4 
eggs, of an olive-yellowish color, so closely spotted with 
blackish-brown as to obscure the appearance of the ground 
color. They-arrive to breed, around Hudson's Bay, about 
the beginning of June, and old and young are seen to 
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frequent the sea coast previous to their departure, which 
takes place often soon after the middle of August, on the 
16th or 17th of which they are occasionally killed in differ
ent parts of Massachusetts Bay, and near Newport in Rhode 
Island. They likewise probably pay a transient visit to the 
coast of New Jersey, as they do also, at times, to Long 
Island, and finally repair to the mild shores of the Mexi
can Gulf, being seen in the markets of Mexico and Vera 
Cruz. Migrating probably by sea and outside of the land, 
they but rarely visit the coast in any part of the United 
States. Though straggling families of the old and young 
are met with in this vicinity, nearly every year, about the 
beginning of May and the middle of August, commonly in 
salt water pools near the sea, and, as usual, they are seen 
perpetually dipping their bills into the water j or with a re
clined neck swimming and turning about in their favorite 
element, with all the ease and grace of a diminutive swan. 
In Iceland, the Hyperborean Phalarope arrives about the 
middle of May, and waiting the complete thawing of the 
ice, . they are seen, for a time, assembled in flocks out at sea, 
several miles from the shore. This gregarious association 
breaks up early in June, when seceding pairs retire to breed 
by the mountain ponds. They are very faithful to their 
mates, and jealous of intrusion from strangers of the same 
species, on which occasions the males fight with obstinacy, 
running to and fro upon the water, at the time even when 
the females are engaged in incubation. When the young 
are exposed to any danger, the parents are heard to express 
their alarm, by a repeated 'prip, 'prip. At the commence
ment of August, as in the glacial regions of America, the 
whole retire to the open sea, previous to their migration to 
the BOuth, and by the end of that month they are DO longer 
to be found in that island. 

21 
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The food of this species is .aid to be chiefly worms, 
winged insects, particularly diptera, and such other kinds 
as frequent the surface of the water. In specimens, which 
I have examined, the stomachs contained some small gravel, 
and the remains of aquatic coleopterous insects, as the dift"er
ent kinds of small water beetles. These individuals, which 
were young birds beginning to moult, had therefore varied 
their fare, by a visit to some fresh-water pool, or lake, 1Uld, 
like their kind.;ed Sandpipers, had landed on the shore in 
quest of gravel. They were likewise fat, and very finely 
flavored. The old birds, hunted as food by the Green
landers, are said, however, to be oily and unpalatable, which 
may arise probably from the nature of the fare on which 
they there subsist; if the birds alluded to, are not, in fact, 
the small Petrels, instead of Phalaropes; though their 
using the skins medicinally, to wipe their rheumy and dis
eased eyes, seems to decide pretty nearly in favor of the 
present bird. In the spring of 1832, about the beginning 
of May, so dense a flock were seen, on the margin of Chel
sea Beach, in this vicinity, that 9 or 10 were killed out of 
it at a single shot: these were nearly all old birds, and on 
being eaten, proved quite palatable. 

Mr. Audubon informs me, that in the month of May last, 
(183a,) he met with flocks of these Phalaropes, about four 
miles out at sea, off the Magdalen Islands, where they are 
known to the fishermen by the name of ' &a Geese,' appear
ing more or less every year. At this time, they were in 
very dense flocks of about 100 together, 80 close as nearly, 
or wholly to touch each other. On being approached they 
were very shy and wild, and as they rose to fly, in the man
ner of the Sandpipers, uttered a faint clear cry of 'trDec 
'tweet. Like Tringas too, they alight on the shore or the 
ground, and run with agility. They also, at times, settle on 
the drift weed and Fuci, in order to glean up any insects 
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which may occur. They squat on the ground like Snipes; 
breed on the borders of small ponds, and lay only about 
2 eggs. 

It is remarkable enough, that all these ftoeks consisted of 
birds of both sexes assembling to breed, and in imperfect 
plumage. In none were the sides and front of the neck 
wholly red. They had a broad patch of red below the ears, 
not extending in front, and the blackish-grey feathers of 
the back and scapulars were edged, in the latter, nearly 
round with pale dull rufous. The females were paler in all 
parts, the scapulars merely edged with ~hitish-rufous. The 
'brightest of these birds answers to Temminck's description 
of the female of the species. While Bonaparte asserts that 
the females are always much brighter, or redder than the 
males in their most complete plumage. We have, there
tore, the foDowing distinct stages of appearance in this 
species. The young of the year: - the young of the second 
year, differing in the appearance of the sexes. The adult, 
of botA sexes (probably not then wholly alike); and finally, 
the gr~y livery of winter, distributed according to the varia
tions in the preceding plumage. We shall then have, at 
this rate, 6 or 7 different states of plumage, to this single 
species of Phalarope I 

The Hyperborean Phalarope is about from 76 to 8 inches long. 
Length of the biD from the rictus 1 inch; of the tarsus 106 linea. Alar 
IItreteh 126 inches: naked space upon the tibia 6 an inch. Summer 
,z_ge of tAil tulult: Sides and nont of the neck bright brownish
orange; medial tJtripe on the latter, the Bidel of the breast, front, 
top, and Bides of the head, nape, and fore part of the back, blackish
grey. The rest of the Uppflf' plumage brownish-black, the ecapulUB, 
interscapulars, and feathen on the Bide, of the back, striped exte
riorly with yellowish-rufous, the centre of the back having a con
Verging angttlar splICe destitute of spots. Tail and wings brownish
bla:clr. ~ tertiaries pale uh, below and a smpe on the outer web white. 
W'mg QOverts browuiah-black, tipped with white; the lower ODell 'Ve'rJ 

Digitized by Google 



LOBE-FOOTED BIRDS. 

broadly, so 811' to produce a conspicuous white band across the wing. 
Lateral tail feathers dllBky-uh, their shafts and edges, several bB.lll 
on the lateral tail coverts, shafts of the primaries, chin, throat, and 
the rest of the fl7ider plumage pure white, blotched with uh beneath 
the wings. Tail graduated. Bill black. Legs and feet blackish
green; nails very short, rather flat and blunt, the deeply scalloped 
edging membranes, elegantly pectinated. Irill brown. 

The ytYUJIIf bifore the moult: with the summit of the head, hind 
head, nape, and a patch behind the eyes, deep brownish·black. Back, 
acapulars, and the two middle tail feathers of the same dark color, 
and broadly bordered with wax·yellow or pale rufous. Front, throat, 
fore part of the neck, breut, and the other lower parts white, bot 
with pale cinereous shades upon the sides of the breut and flanks. 
A slight shade of yellowish or brownish upon the sides of the neck. 
Legs and feet dusky wlLli:·yellow. In the young of this age, the 
aeapulars do not reach the tip of the 4th quill; and the tail extends 
beyond the upper unbarred coverts more than t of an inch, and is 
also somewhat acute.-Phalaropu jv.aCtlJl, LATH. Ind. ii. p. 776. spa 
4. Coot-fool.ed TriJllfa, Evw AllDS, Glean. pI. 46. Le PIuIl.arope BrtaI, 
BRIBs. Om. vi. p. 18, 

Winter plumage; In a young specimen obtained in this vicinity, 
on the 20th of August, the black feathers of the back and scapulars. 
are moulting into uh-grey, with white borders. 

Subgenus. - HOLOPODIUS. (Bonap.) 

The BILL long, very slender, flexible, cylindrica.l, and of equal 
breadth throughout, Bubulate, the point sharp, narrow, and slightly 
curved. NOSTRILS basal, long and linear, the grooves nearly 
obsolete. TOJIIfU6 filiform, acute. Tara rather long, and somewhat 
.tout, compreBBed and two edged; toes elongated; the outer con
nected u far 811 the first joint to the middle one; the inner almost 
divided: edging membrane narrow, and al1lllJ8t fIIlwUy entire: hind 
toe long, resting on the ground. Wings long: tail rather morL 
The general form slender. 

Theile birds have a considerable rellemblance to the TatIeR (7bta
_;) but the deDlle plumage with which they are clad, at once dis
tiDguiahes them, and indicate. their residence in hyperboreal reaioll8. 
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AMERICAN PHALAROPE. 

(PlIalarDp1Ul Wilsmaii, SABIU, Zool. Append. Franklin's ElI:ped. p. 
691. BOIfAP. Synope. No. 279. &C. et Am. Om. iv. p.59. pI. 24. 
fig. 1. [&dulL] and pl. 25. fig. 1. [young.] RICHARD, North. Zool. 
ii. p. 405. pl. 69. P./r_tru, VUILL. Gal. OiB. ii. p. 178. pI. 271. 
P. jimlrrUzl'/U, TUM. PI. Color. 370. [bad.] Lobipu ifte471U8, SEL
BY and JABD. Om. lIIust. i. Syn. sp. 3. t. 16. [young.] P/wlarDp1Ul 
lolIat1l8, ORD. in WILSOI<, ill:. p. 72. pl. 73.1ig. 2. [bad.] Phil. Mu
IleWD, No. • . • [adulL]) 

SP. CUABACT. - Bluish-grey, beneath white; an elongated chest
nut patch confluent on the back, and a black curving band on 
each side of the neck. - Winter plumage unknown. Young dus
ky-brown, centres of the feathers darker; beneath whitc; .ides of 
the neck tinged with rufous, but accompanied with no black line. 

TRIS elegant Phalarope, first noticed by Wilson, in a 
museum at Albany, was afterwards dedicated to his name 
and memory, when now no longer conscious of the honor. 
Hurried to the tomb from amidst his unfinished and ill re
quited labors, his favorite Orpheus and Wood Thrush, pour 
out their melody in vain. The Blue Bird, which hastens to 
inform us of the return of spring, and of the approach of 
Bowers, delights no longer the favorite of their song. Like 
his own beautiful and strange bird, now before us, his tran
sient visit, which delighted us, has ended; but his migra
tion, no longer to be postponed, has exceeded the bounds of 
the earth! and spring and autumn, with their wandering 
hosts of Oitting birds, may still return; while he, translated 
to the Elysian groves, will only be remembered in the thrill 
of the plaintive nightingale I - - - - - -

Wilson's Phalarope, unlike the preceding, has no predi
lection for the ultimate range of the Arctic circle, con
fining its residence consequendy to the shores of America, 
it is unknown in summer beyond the 5.5th parallel, passing 

21-

Digitized by Google 



LOBE-FOOTED BIRDI!!. 

the period of reproduction on the plains of the Saskatche
wan, being also a stranger to the coasts of Hudson's Bay. 
Taking the interior of the continent for its abode, it is seen 
not uncommon on the borders of lakes, in the vicinity of 
the city of Mexico. In these situations, choosing the shel
ter of some grassy tuft, it forms an artless nest, in which it 
deposits 2 or 3 pyriform eggs, between yellowish-grey and 
cream color, interspersed with small roundish spots, and a 
few larger blotches of umber-brown, somewhat crowded 
towards the obtuse end. From the structure of its legs 
and feet, this remarkable species, so distinct from the others, 
appears more suited for a wading or walking, than an emi
nent swimming bird. In the United States, it can only be 
considered as a straggler, of which a specimen has been 
obtained near Philadelphia, in May, and another in the 
State of New York. As yet, we have never met with it in 
this vicinity. 

Wilson's Phalarope appears to vary in size from 96 to lOA inches. 
The bill black, and very straight, 1 inch and 4 lines long. The tar
BUS compreued as in the Sea Ducks, 1 inch 5 lines. Naked part of 
the thigh 76 linea. The middle toe 1 inch. SU7"tnn' plu_ge oft1M 
ad.tdt female: Crown of the head and lores pearl grey: medial stripe 
on the neck greyiah-white. Dorsal plumage, winga, and tail broccoli
brown; Bhafts of the primaries umber-brown, the first one nearly 
white. Lesser quills and their coverts slightly edged with white. 
Bides of the neck rich chestnut-brown, which is continued in a stripe 
over the shoulden, down the outside of the intencapulara: there is 
a mmiiar stripe on the outer border of the ecapulara, and a tinge of 
the same color over the throat. A spot before the eye, the mdea of 
the rump, tips of the lateral tail feathen, also stripes on their shafts, 
and mottling on their inner webB, with the borders of the upper tail 
coverts, the chin, and under pltmur.ge pure white. A velvet black 
band commencel on the 10reB, includes the eye, and runs half way 
down the neck, becoming broader after plUlling the ears. Legs 
brownish-black. Tail with a double, but very shallow emarginatiOD. 
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Subgenus. _. AMBLYRBYNCBUS. 

WITH the BILL slender and depreBBed, dilated and rounded at the 
extremity. The FEET more than half palmated, and the toes bor
dered with a plain or UDIIColloped membrane. 

PLAIN PHALAROPE. 

(PluUarop1U glacialu, LATH. Plain Phalarope, PEIIII. Arct, Zoo!. 
No 415. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 409. Tringa glacialu, 
GREL. Syat. i. p. 675. ap. 32. Phalarope a eOK jauJle, 80l1li11'1, 
~dit. de BUFFOlf, Ois. xxiii. p. 298.) 

THIS very singular bird, described by Pennant, was taken to the 
north of Behring's Straits, near Icy Cape, in latitude 691 N. and 
longitude 1911 E. in the beginning of August, or end of July, on Cap
tain Cook's last voyage. Recent authors have very unjustly referred 
it to P. hyperbortull, gratuitously supposing it to be an example in the 
moult. Dr. Richardson remarks, "I have ground for believing that 
a very handsome Phalarope, answering, in some particulars, to the 
Plain Phalarope, and unknown to the naturalists of the present 
day, exists in America. In September, 1819, while at York Factory, 
Hudson's Bay, a small bird was brought to me, which had a de
preBBed bill, rounded at the end; with thc feet more than half pal_ 
mated, and the toes evenly bordered to the nails. Its plumage, u 
tar as my recollection goes, was mostly white. The natives said that 
it was the only bird of the kind, they had ever seen." This speci
men, with others sent to London, were subsequently lost, and the 
species thus thrown back into its original obscurity. But, as the 
])octor remarks, from the rarity of this bird at Hudson's Bay, it 
moat probably frequents the northero side of the Rocky MountainB, 
and, it is to be hoped that it may one day be found in New Caledonia. 
This specimen was probably the winter plumage of the specieB; 
while Pennant's may be the Bummer livery. It is thus briefly 
described by him. 

"PH. With a slender black bill, dilated at the end: crown dus
ky and dull yellow: &croaa each eye a black line: cheeks and fore 
part of the neck a pale clay color, "(yellowish:)" breast and belly 
white: back and tertiala dusky, edged with dull yellow : wing cov-
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erts, primaries, and tail, cinereoa i the lut edged like the tertiala : 
legs yellowish: toes bordered with a plain or unacalloped mem
brane." Ilrel. Zool. ii. No. 415. 

GREBES. (PODICEPS. Lath.) 

b these birds the BILL is of moderate dimensions, roblllt, hard, 
IItraight and compreaaed, conically elongated and acute; upper man
cUble deeply and broadly furrowed each side at base, IOmewhat 
curved at tip; the lower navicular (or boat-shaped.) NOSTRILS in 
the furrows, basal, lateral, concave, oblong, pervious, posteriorly halr 
closed by a membrane. FUJI. turned outward, sitoated far back; the 
tibia almost hidden in the belly; tarsUS moch compressed; anterior 
toes greatly depressed, connected at bUe by a membrane forming a 
broad lobe round each toe, lobe of the middle toe thrice as broad as 
that of the lateral; hind toe compressed, articulated internally opon 
the tarsa, equal in length to a joint of the fore toe: nai18 wide and 
4attened. Wings short and narrow, the 3 first primaries nearly 
equal, and longest. Tail none; in its place a small tuft of downy 
feathers. 

The female is similar to the male in plumage; bot the young 
are very difFerent from the adult, not acquiring their full dre .. 
before the second year: the adult is generally distinguished by the 
presence of a crest and ruff. They moult in spring and autuInn, 
changing then their colors, and periodically losing their ornaments. 
The plumage is very thick, compact and silky, and beneath gl088y_ 
Colors blackish above, and silvery white below. 

The Grebes are eminently aquatic, swimming' as well beneath the 
water as on its surface,_ and in this submerged progress, besides pad
dling, they seem to 1lIIC their wings as if proceeding in the air; they 
dive for a great length of time, and descend 80 far as to be some
times caught by accident in the deep sea nets. Indeed they travel, 
dwell, sleep and migrate on the water; their facility at diving and 
moving in this element, is 10 great as to have bestowed upon them 
the emphatic appellation of ' Water Witches.' During summer and 
the breeding season, penetrating far to the north, even into the 
Arctic circle, they pass the time chiefly in fresh waters, particularly 
Jakes, estuaries, and sluggish streams, but as the inclemency of the 
.ason advances, they leave their inland retreats, and aeek out the 
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open waters in the precincts of the sea, and finally venture out to 
the margin of the ocean in quest of food and shelter, proceeding 
leismely towards milder climates, and spending the winter often 
in small companies in bays and inlets, free from the influence of 
levere frost; in such situations they are averse to landing on the 
shores, from their inability to travel far by land, in consequence of 

. the inconvenient and posterior situation of their feet, they therefore 
only waddle and flounder along slowly over the surface, being unable 
to rise on wing often from the level ground, though flying with ease 
and facility for a short distance when once sufficiently elevated. ID 
storms, and near steep and surf-lashed shores, they frequently perish 
on grounding, as they are unable often to regain the water beyond 
the influence of the breakers, and left wrecked on the strand, they 
commonly perish of hunger. In fact they never come to land but 
for the purpose of breeding, and then select swampy and submerged 
marshes, fixing their nests, which often float, to reeds and rank 
herbage. This rude cradle is made of dry grass, and lined with 
the down plucked from their own bodies, and of which, indeed, as 
well as feathers, a portion is commonly found within their stomachs; 
an appetite, though depraved, which originates from the instinct 
employed in lining the nest for the reception of thc callow brood. 
The eggs 3 to 6, are covered also with this down, whenever they ant 

left, and the parent shows a strong attachment to ,her charge. The 
young are covered at first with a beautifully spotted down, are BOOn 

able to provide for themselves, and are at first carefully led into the 
water by the example of the attentive parents. The mother eveD 
swims sometimes with the young on her back, and snatches them from 
danger, by diving with them under her wings. They feed on fish, 
frogs, reptiles, aquatic coleoptera, and occasionally on water plants. 

The species are spread over the whole world, but they have .. 
predilection for the high boreal climates, to which most of them 
retire in summer to breed. 

Subgenus. - PODICEPS. 

Ilf the GRBBBS, common to both continents, the bill is slender 
&om the base, partly cylindric, and with the point straight and subu
Jate: the flDmilB are also elongated. The taraus thinly compre.ed ; 
and the inner and middle toe united by a membrane, only as m as 
tile first articulation. 
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(Podiup. cri.8tatU8, LUH. BOIIAP. Synop • . No. 364. RICHAILD. 
North. Zoo!. ii. p. 410. Le Gr~be Cornu, BUFF. OiB. viii. p. 235. 
t . 19. Pl. Enlurn. 400. [adult:] Crested Grebe, PEl/II. Arct Zool. 
ii. p. 208. EDWARDS, Glean. t. 360. fig. 2. Colymlnu .nutor, 
GMEL. sp. 9. Tippet Grebe, LATH. Syn. v. p. 283. [the young of 
the year.] MEYER, Vog. Deut. i . Heft. 4. t . 3. [the young of two 
yean of age.] ) 

S,. CHARACT. - Bill longer than the head, from the front to the 
extremity, about 2 inches, reddish, white at the point; neck be
neath, front, and llecondariel white. - .8dtdl with the neck and 
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breast white; Bidet! of the head reddish, a fiat occipital tuft and & 

broad ruft' on each side of the neck, black. Young dull colored, 
obacurely spotted, and destitute of the ornamental feathers. 

TUE Crested Grebe, inhabiting the northern parts of both 
the old and new continents, is met with in Iceland, north
ern Europe, and the cold, u well as temperate parts of Si
beria; in winter passing south as far as Italy, and along the 
couts of the Mediterranean. In America, they are found 
in all the secluded reedy lakes of the mountainous and 
woody districts, in the remote fur countries around Hudson's 
Bay. This species is also common in some parts of Eng
land, where it is known by the provincial name of Cargoose, 
or GaunL They breed in the meres of Shropshire and 
Cheshire, and in the eastern fen of Lincolnshire. They 
also pass the period of reproduction in some of the Scottish 
Isles, particularly in Zetland, and are abundant in Ger
many, Holland, and France. In the United States they are 
only seen in winter, proceeding leisurely towards the south, 
IS the severity of the season increases, often migrating by 
water, .-ather than on the wing, and keeping generally at 
no grelLt distance from the sea, or tide-water estuaries, thus 
securing their retreat from the surprise of sudden and 
severe frost. 

The nest of the Crested Grebe, concealed among the 
reeds and flags of the ponds, in which they dwell in the 
summer, is made of rushes, and the coarse aquatic herbage 
contiguous to the chosen spot, and so constructed as often 
to float about on the rise of the surrounding water which 
penetrates it, notwithstanding which, the female still sits 
steadfastly on the floating habitation, defended securely from 
the access of the water, by the density of her oily and 
downy plumage. The eggs, 3 or 4, are of a whitish-green, 
waved, or, as it were, soiled with deep brown. The young 
are fed sometimes with small eels, and fry; and according 
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to Pennant, when endangered or fatigued, the female will 
carry her brood upon her back, or under her wing. Their 
food consists of fish, fry, coleoptera, marine worms, and 
often, in part, of vegetables. In Canada, from their re
markable agility in diving, they are known by the name of 
Water Witches, and are here called Dippers, as they 
plunge beneath the water on the least appearance of danger, 
depending very little on their wings for safety; and when 
most disturbed seldom fly farther than from one side of the 
pool to the other. The young are said to be common in 
the winter season, in small flocks, on the lake of Geneva, 
in Switzerland, and are killed for the sake of their beauti
ful skins; the under side being dressed, with the feathers 
on, are made into muffs and tippets. 

The length of this species is from 23 inches to 2 feet. Length or 
the bill from above, 2 inches. From the nostrils to the tip of the 
billl inch 5 lines. Upper surface of the head, occipital crest, and 
lateral ruff, of a shining black. Bases of the latter, and sides of the 
nape, tinged with rufous. Back of the neck, dorsal plumage, and 
wings, blackish-brown. Upper border of the wing, tertiarics, and 
all the secondaries, except 3 or 4 posterior ones, a spot before the 
eye, the chin, sides of the head, and under plumllge of the neck and 
body, white, silvery below. Naked space from the bill to the eye, 
red. Bill of a brownish red, above dusky, white at the point. Iris 
carmine. Fect blackish, interiorly yelJowish-white.-.idult.s aft .. 
the completion o/tke tkird moult. The /mude is a little smaller, the 
crest and rulF somewhat shorter, and the colors a little duller. 

At the age of t'/DO years, and after the completion of the molllt, both 
&exes have a very short occipital crest and ruff, the former bordered 
with white feathers: there is also no rufous on the face, which is 
white. A blackish irregular band from the bill passing undcr the 
eyes, and terminating on the nape. - TIle YOUNG, tip to the age oftv1D 
1/tJ418 have no appearance of the crest or rulF: the front IIDd the 
face are also white: upon these parts, as well as upon the upper 
part of the neck, are scattered irregular zig-zag bands of a dusky
brown. The Iris is then pale yellow, and the bill reddish-livid. :n. 
1/UII:flg of the year bejore moultifll{ have the head and upper part or 
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the neck of a deep dusky-brown. - fA Grl6e Iavppe, et 111 (h~6e, 
Burr. Oi •. viii. pp. ~, et fS7. PI. Enlum. 944, and 941. [the 
young of different agea.] Tippet Grebe, LATH. Syn. v. p. 283. [the 
young of one year old.] 

RED-NECKED GREBE. 

(Podieeps rubrieollis, LATH. TEMIII. ii. p. 720. BOIlAP. Synopa. No_ 
865. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 411. Colymlnu rulnUoUis, et sub
crismtus, GIIIEL. Syst. ap. 24. et sp. 18. fA Gr~be II jouu grisu, 
ou Le Juu-Gris, BUFF. Ois. viii. p. 241. PI. Enlum. 931. Red
Necked Grebe, LATH. Suppl. i. p. 261. t. 118.) 

SP. en ARACT. - Bill. as long as the head, black, yellow at the base, 
from the front to the tip 16 inches j neck beneath reddish j front 
blac,; secondaries white. - /Jdvlt, with the cheeks and throat ash 
color: neck and beneath rufous; crown and nape with a narrow
ish black space; a ahort occipital black creat, but no ru1f. Young 
much duller colored and spotted; no occipital crest; cheeks and 
throat white, the former striped with black. 

THE Red-Necked Grebe, like most of the other species, 
zetires to the hyperboreal regions of both continents to pass 
the breeding season, delighting in the seclusion of the deso
late wilderness, penetrating in the present continent, as far 
as the remote inland shores of Great Slave Lake, where they 
were observed by Captain Franklin's adventurous party, in 
the month of May. In the course of the winter, they pro
ceed to the south, probably as far as Florida, but are rarely 
seen in the United States. At this season they frequent 
lakes, and the estuaries or rivers in the vicinity of the sea; 
but at other times are seen more abundantly on fresh waters. 
They are common in the eastern parts of Europe, and fre
quently visit Great Britain, Germany, and Switzerland. 
Their food, as usual, is small fish, fry, reptiles, coleopterous 
insects and vegetables. The nest is similar to that of the 
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preceding species; the eggs 3 or 4, of a whitish-green, and 
appearing as if soiled with yellowish or brown. 

The length of the Red-Necked Grebe is from 17 to 18 inches. 
Bill from the front 11 inches; from the rictus 21. Front, summit of 
the head, and short crest, of a shining black. Cheeks and throat 
mouse grey; a wide black band along the nape. Fore part of the 
neck, sides and summit of the breast bright rufous; all the other 
lower parts white, with the exception of the flanks and thighs, 
which are spotted with blackish-brown. Secondaries white. Base 
of the bill yellow, the rest black. Iris reddish-brown. Feet ez
tremely black, interiorly yellowish-green. 

Yuuflg birds of two years of age have the throat and cheeks white; 
upper part of the neck yellowish-white, upon these parts are scat. 
tered zig-zag brown and blackish bands. The top of the head 
and nape black, but without crest. Lower part of the neck and 
summit of the breast, of a dull rufous, varied with brown; BOme of 
the feathers of the breast and the vent edged with grey. Base of 
the bill livid yellow. Iris reddish-yellow. It is then Colymbu 
paroti8, SURMAN, Mus. Carls. fase. i. t. 9. GIIEL. Ip. 21. 

HORNED GREBE, OR OOBCHICK. 

(Podieeps wmutus, LATH. sp. 5. RICHARD. North. ZooJ. ii. p. 411. 
BOIlAP. Synops. No. 366. TElliM. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 721. Col!f1A
bus COTflutus, GMEL. sp. 19. Le Petit Gr~be Cornu, BUFF. et Le 
Grebe d'Esclalionie, PI. Enlum. 404. Eared or Horned Dobchick, 
EDWARDS, pI. 145. [Hudson's Bay specimen.] Black and White 
Dobchick, lB. pI. !J6. (anterior figure.) [young English specimen.] 
Horned Grebe, PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 417. Dusky Grebe, lB. 
No. 420. [young.] Phil. Museum, No. . . .) 

SP. CUARACT. - Bill shorter than the head, compressed throughout; 
secondaries white; 12 outer primaries entirely brown. - Adult dus
ky, beneath white; neck and breast rufous; a broad black ruft"round 
the neck; a long tuft of rufous feathers behind and above each 
eye. Yuung pure white beneath, except the neck, the white 
nearly meeting on the nape: no ornamental feathers. 
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Tal: Horned Grebe, or Dobehiek, is also an inhabitant 
of the northern regions or both continents, being very c0m

mon, in the summer season, throughout the Hudson's Bay 
fur countries, frequenting almost every lake with grassy 
borders, in which seclusion, about the month of June, it 
constructs its nest of coarse herbage, which left afloat, is 
lIODletimes moored to the surrounding reeds and rushes. 
The eggs, 3 or 4, are white, spotted, and as it were, soiled 
with brown; in order to hide them from its enemies, it has 
tile habit of ,covering the eggs, while abroad. In the au
tmnn it retires to the south, appearing in MlU!8aehusetts, so~ 
times in the small fresh water lakes near the ocean. At a later 
period they retire still further, being very common in the 
Middle and Southern States, where they are known, with 
oUter species, by the name of Dippers and Water Witch.. 
es. The Indians of Hudson's Bay give it the name of 
Sukeep. While here, they keep generally in the salt water, 
swimming ud diving with great agility and elegance, 
and these are almost universally young birds, the old ones 
keeping probably more inland in their migrations towards 
the south. In most of the individuals which have fallen 
under my notice, the stomach, like a pouch in form, has 
been generally swelled out with its own feathers, apparently 
bent and masticated before swallowing; these had been 
feeding on minute eels, and coleopterous insects, and had, 
besides the matted feathers plucked from the breast, a 
quantity of sand and gravel. Their appetites are, indeed, 
belt and little scrupulous, fOr which, sometimes, they pay 
a dear forfeit, as happened to an individual seen by Mr. N. 
Wyeth, which had its bill clasped in the shell of a clam, 
in such a manner as to disable it both from flying and 
diving. 

The ~omecl Grebe of America i. from 151 to 16 inchee in length. 
(that of Europe ias aboqt 13A iachee.) Head, nape, and throat, green-
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ish-black . . A broad baft"-orange eye band, which il reddish before 
the eye and on tile side of tile nape. Back of the neck, dorsal plu
mage, and wings, blackish·brown: the secondaries wrute. Under sur
face and sides of the neck, sides of the breast, ilie flanks and thighs, 
reddish-orange; vent greyish: the rest of the under plumage srun
ing yellowish-white. Orbits and rictus, lake-red. Bill bluish-black, 
the tip white. Irids red. Legs brownish, paler interiorly. Plu
mage of the sides of the head and nape lengthened so as to form a 
lateral ruff. The colored eye-band forms the upper margin of the 
ruff. Nail of the middle toe finely pectinated. - The young are 
without the horned eye-band and reddish.orange plumage, hllving 
the throat and sides of the head below the eye, and a spot on the 
lores white; fore part of the neck nsh-colored. In the European 
bird, the eye appears to ha\'c, as it were, a double iris, the outer 
being yellow, and the inner circle bright red. Iu the young, the 
outer circle is white, the inner pale red. In our bird the iris is 
simply of a bright salmon-red. - Podirrps OUSCUTUS, et caspicus, L TH. 

sp. 4. [the young.] Colymbus nigriCflns, ScoP. Ann. i. No. 10l. 
Eared Grehe, LATH. var. Jl. [a bird of the age of two years.] 

EARED OOBCHICK, OR GREBE. 

'(Podiup8 /Jurittu, LATH. sp 3. Col!fW1lnu aurittu, GKEL. Bp. 8. 
Eared Dobchick, EDWARDS, Glean. t. 96. fig . 2. [8. correct figure.] 
MEYER, T888Chenb. Dent. ii. p. 435. NAUlli. Vog. t. 70. fig. 108_ 
Colymbo IJ1UUSO tUTCO, Stor. degl. Ucc. v. t. 520. [llIlnlt.]) 

SP. CRARACT. - Bill shorter than the hellll, abont 8 lines long from 
the front, depressed at ba.se, somewhat recurved at the point, 
black: secondaries white ; inner primaries white on the inner 
vanes.-.Ildult blackish, beneath white; neck, breast, crest, and 
very short ruff, black; a long slender tuft of reddish feather. 
behind and beneath each eye, covering the ea.ra. Young p1U8 
white beneath; on the cheeks and sides of the neck, this color 
extending but little on the hind hend: no ornamental feathenr. 

As this species is very common to the north of the old continent, 
it will probably be found in America. It is abundant upon the riv
enr and fresh-water lakes, near the sea coast. in Europe, particularly 
in Germany, France and Switzerland. 
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LITTLE GREBE, OR DABCHICK. 

(Podiups minor, LATH. sp. 9. TEIIII. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 'lZT. P. 
kebridictu, LATH. sp. 11. ColvmJnu minor, GlIfEL. ii. p. 594. fA 
Gr~be de rimre, ou --GtUtagneu3:, BUFF. Ois. viii. p. 244. t. 20. PI. 
Enlum. 005. [young of the yeu.] Gr~be MontIlgnard, SOlflfllU, 

Nouv. Ed. de BUFF. Ois. xxiii. p. 336.) 

Sr. CIIARACT. - Bill very short, strong and compressed; the adult 
without crest or ruff; the tarsus very rough behiDd: secondariel 
white at the base and on their inner webs. 

THE Dabchick, the smallest of the species, in length 
only about 10 inches, is again a race of birds common to 
the colder parts of both continents, having been seen around 
Hudson's Bay, though hitherto unknown even as a visiter 
within the limits of the United States. This is the least 
and most plentiful species, being common in Europe and 
the north of Asia in most lakes, slow running rivers, 
streams and ponds, which are well supplied with the shelter 
of reeds. It seldom takes to wing, but dives on the least 
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alarm, and will remain under water amongst the floating 
weeds and sheltering herbage, with its bill alone elevated 
above for respiration. Its nest, like that of other Grebes, is 
formed of a large quantity of coarse aquatic plants, piled to
gether to the thickness of a foot, and is generally fastened to 
the reeds or flags, in order to prevent its removal by the cur
rent. The eggs, Ii or 6 in number, are of a dirty white, and 
somewhat less than those of a pigeon. These are generally 
covered with weeds for concealment in the absence of the 
birds j yet with every precaution they are frequently de
stroyed by the water rat. 

In large rivers these little divers are often devoured by 
pike and trout, while they are themselves engaged in the 
pursuit of small fish. In the spring the males are very ac
tive in pursuit of their intended mates, and at such times 
frequently fly along the surface of the water to a small 
distance, uttering often a shrill chattering noise. After 
the breeding season, they frequent the inlets of the sea, 
and feed on shrimps and other marine productions. This 
species is not uncommon in most parts of the old continent, 
but is by no means frequent in the north. 

The length of the Dabchick is only about 10 inches. IldulU oj 
60th sexes, at the age of 3 years: With the throat, summit of the head, 
and nape, deep black. Sides and fore part of the neck bright chest
nut. Breast and flanks blackish; the remainder of the umhr pltt
flUJge blackish-ash, varied with BOme white shades; thighs and 
rump tinged with rufous. Upper parts blackish, with OliVaceOUB Je

flections. Quills ashy-brown; secondaries white interiorly and at 
base. Bill black, base of the lower mandible, naked space to the 
eye, and extreme point of the bill, whitish. Iris reddish-brown. 
Feet externally greenish-brown, interiorly fl~Bh color. 

De ymmg, after completing the moult, at the close of the Jr. year, 
have the summit of the head, nape, and upper part of the sides of 
the neck, white, varied with irregular light and dark bands and 
IIpOts of rufous-brown. Behind the eye are Bome small oblique 
streaks of white. LInDer part of the anterior portion of the neck, 

Digitized by Google 
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breut and flanks, pale ruf0118, varied with blackish 1Ihade. upoa 
the thighs. Middle of the belly white. 

77u young oj the year have the top of the head, nape, and upper 
parts ashy·brown, slightly tinted with rufous. The throat white. 
Sides of the neck pale ashy.rufous. Fore part of the neck, top of 
the breast and flanks more or Ie .. deeply whitish-rufous. Vent 
pure white. Lower mandible and the borders of the upper one, 
yellowish-ash color, the remainder of the bill brown. Iris clark 
brown. 

Subgenus. - ·HYDROKA. 

BILL very stout, compreued and curved strongly at the point. 
Nostrils somewhat·rounded. Tarsus robust, shorter than the iDller 
toe. Inner and middle toe united by a membrane beyond the first 
articulation, the outer and middle one equal in length. Wings very 
ahort. ~ Peculiar to America. 

PIED-BILL DOBCHICK. 

(Podiceps eaTolinensis, LATH. BONAP. 8yn. No. 867. RICHARD. 

North. Zool. ii. p. 412. Colymlnut podiceps, and C. ludomcianU8, 
GIlEL. Pied-Bill Dobchick, CATESB. Car. i. pl. 91. [adult]. BUFF. 
PI. Enlum.943. [young.] Pied-Bill Grebe, PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 
418. Phil. Museum, No .... ) 

B~. CHARACT.-Bill much shorter than the head, about 9 lines long 
Rom the front, greatly compreued and bent at the point; neck be
~ath much colored; all the quills dusky.-.I1dult with the feathers 
of the hind neck 8omewhatelongated; chin and throat black; bill 
with a black band. Young dull ferruginous 011 the sides and 
throat; chin white; bill without a band. 

THE Pied-Bill Dobchick is an exclusive inhabitant of 
the North American continent, proceeding north to breed 
u far as the remote fur countries of upper Canada; a ape-
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cimen having been killed on Great Slave Lake by the ex
ploring party of Captain Franklin. They arrive in the 
Northern and Middle States about the close of August, and 
are then seen residing in our small fresh-water lakes, until 
the approach· of winter, when they retire probably as far 
south as the lagoons of the Mississippi, and the tide-water 
streams and bays of the Mexican Gulf. It is the most com
mon species in the Union, and is met with in all the states 
as far as Florida, leaving those countries however for the 
north in the month of April. Most of the birds seen in this 
vicinity are young or unaduIt j they feed principally on fish 
and aquatic insects, such as large Nepas, and other kinds. 
They often swim about without appearing to take any alarm 
from the peaceful spectator j but in the next moment dive 
and swim under water for such a length of tirr.e, as to ap
pear, for several minutes, entirely invisible j and at such 
times, these Water Witches, as they are deservedly called, 
are often moving about entirely submerged to the hill, which 
is the only part elevated above the water, and, in the cov
ert of the surrounding aquatic herbage, this small project. 
ing point is not only easily overlooked but with difficulty dis
covered. Like Ducks, they are also somewhat nocturnal in 
their habits, and may be perceived after sun-set, in the 
dusky twilight, actively engaged, and swimming about the 
ponds with great activity. While here they are not heard 
to utter any note, and their breeding places are wholly ~ 
known. The young are often eaten, and are generally ten
der and well flavored. 

This species is about 14 inches in length. Upper plVm4If6 dusky
brown: the secondaries obliquely tipped with white. A conspicu
OIU black roundish pateh under the chin, extending an inch or more 
down on the throat; the rest of the throat and cheeks brownish-grey; 
• patch on the breast dotted or clouded with brownish-white and 
blllck. The belly, almost white, mottled under the wings and aloug 
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the flanks nearly u on the breat. Rump darker, ita aidea above dtl8-
ky, but the downy hue of the feathers pale yellowish-rafona. Bill 
with a broad black band round its middle including the nostrils, ita 
length, measured from above, about t of an inch. lrids hazel. Legs 
black, with a slight tinge of brown. 

In the young bird, there is often already a vestige of the black 
transverse band, but the chin ie Dearly white. The aidea, front of 
the neck, and top of the breast, u well u the Banke, are of a light 
chestnut-brown; lower part of the breast more faintly tinged with the 
lI8.IJle color; the belly silvery-white tinged with a shade of brown j 
the vent grey.-Le Grebe de la Louisiaru, BUFF. Oia. viii. p. 240. PI. 
Enlum.943. Louisiana Grebe, PENN. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 207. No. 419. 
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WEB-FOOTED BIRDS (PALMIPEDES, Temm.J 

IN this order of birds the BILL is of forms too various to 
admit of any general definition. The FEET are short, 
placed more or less back, and drawn up considerably to
wards the abdomen: anterior'toes partially or wholly web
bed, the membrane sometimes deeply sinuated, so as to leave 
nearly half the length of the toes unconnected: the hind 
toe articulated interiorly upon the tarsus or wholly absent. 

The female is generally smaller, but in other respects very 
similar in plumage with the male, except among the Ducks 
and Mergansers; the young differ greatly from the adult. 
They moult usually twice in the year; and the plumage is 
peculiarly thick, close, abundantly provided with down, and 
naturally, without any peculiar provision, so oily as to be 
impermeable to the water in which this tribe so generally 
dwell. The body appears almost boat-shaped, or in a form 
which offers the least resistance to their motion in the water. 
The tail consists of from 12 to 20 feathers. 

Many of the birds of this order may be almost designa
ted as inhabitants of the sea, they seldom leave it to any great 
distance, and dwell generally near the coast; it is rare to 
meet with them upon fresh waters in the interior of the land, 
and then chiefly by accident, or when performing their peri
odical passage. The greater number of the species which 
compose the first genera of this order, repose upon the sur
face of the sea, are indefatigable in flight, habitual swim
mers, but so light and full of feathers as to be almost wholly 
incapable of diving: others again both swim and submerge ; 
there are a few which live continually at sea, and but for the 
necessity of aerial respiration, could almost entirely subsist 
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in the liquid element; theae are never seen on land bUt dur
ing the short period of reproduction; many indeed leave 
their eggs for the greater part of the time to the hatching 
influence of the SUD. Some, as many of the ANATlDA!I, dwell 
mostly on fresh waters, and retire into the interior to breed; 

• approaching the sea only in the period of their migrations. 
All the birds of the order nest on the ground, in holes, 
crevices or shelvings of rocks, or merely upon the elevated 
borders of the strand j a few, however, habitually or acci
dentally Dest in trees or in hollow stumpe. As the youD« 
are early capable of providing shelter for themselves, many 
have no proper nest, and in all it is rude and artless. Their 
food, as their habits indicate, is chiefly aquatic j such as 
fish, fry, shelly mollusca, and marine insects, to which some 
species also add vegetables. 

SKIMMERS. (RUINCOPB. Lin.) 

IN the singular birds of this genus the BILL is longer than the 
head, straight, much compressed, but somewhat four-sided at the 
base; upper mandible much shorter than the lower, somewhatcurv
ed, rather acute, grooved SO as to receive the edge ot: the lower: 
lower mandible narrower, truncated or cut off at the point, fitting 
into the channel of the upper like the blade ofa knife. NOSTRILS ba
sal, marginal, concave, longitudinal, open and pervious. Tongue very 
short, narrow and acute. FEET, moderate, slender; tarsus some
what longer than the middle toe; middle toe longest; inner shorter 
than the outer: webs emarginate: the lateral toe bordered exteriorly 
with a narrow membrane: hind toe short, articulated rather high on 
the tarsus, touching the ground at tip. Wings extremely long, curv
ing upwards; 1st primary longest, and with the 2d much longer than 
the rest. Tail forked, of 12 feathers. 

The sexes alike in plumage; but the young differing from the 
adult. The moult takes place twice in the year, without inducing 
much change in the appearance of the plumage. 
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The &kimmen keep in small parties near the morea, and seldom 
venture far to sea. They seek repose on the strand, and in the neigh. 
bouring marshes: walk. badly, keep much on wing, seldom alight
ing, particularly on the water, and they never swim, notwithstanding 
the presence of their webbed feet. They fly slowly, flapping their 
wings while in quest of prey, but proceed swift and tortuous in their 
ooune when it is once discovered. Their voice is loud, harsh, and • 
screaming. They feed on small fish, and other light productiODll of 
the ocean, skimming along the surface of the water, in which theJ 
dip the lower mandible, the upper being elevated out of the water 
until the' prey is felt by the lower. They brl'ed in society, on rockI, 
or on sandy and elevated shores, without forming any artificial JI8IIt; 
and lay three oval eggs; raising but a single brood.-The Skimmen 
are chiefly inhabitants of tropical climates; and are found in all lOll
gitudes. The genus consists, however, of but three species, there 
being, besides the present, one in India, and another in tropical 
America. 

BLACK SKIMMER. 

(RAineop8 nigra, LIN. BONAP. SynopB. No. 283. Cut Water, C.l.TJ:S· 
BY, i. p. 90. Aret. Zool. No. 445. WILSON, vii. p. 85. pI. 60. fig. 4. 
I.e Bee en Ciseaux,BuFF. viii. p. 454. tab. 36. Pt Enlum. 357. Phil. 
Museum. No. 3530.) 

SP. CH.l.RAcT.-Black, ~neath white; bill and feet red, the former 
black at the point. 

THE Cut-Water or Black Skimmer, is a bird of passage 
in the United States, appearing in New Jersey from its trop
ical winter quarters early in May. Here it resides and 
breeds in its favorite haunts, along the low sand-bars, and 
dry flats of the strand, in the immediate vicinity of the 
ocean. Their nests have been found along the shores oC 
Cape May, about the beginning of June, and consist of a 
mere hollow scratched out in the sand, without the addi
tion of any extraneous materials. The eggs are usually 
8 in number, oval, about Ii to 2 inches by It, and nearly 
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pure white, marked almost allover with large umber-brown 
blotches and dashes of two shades, and other faint ones ap
pearing beneath the surface. In some eggs these particular 
blotches are from half an inch to an inch in length. As 
the birda, like the Terns and Gulls to which they are allied, 

• remain gregarious through the breeding season, it is possible 
to eollect a half bushel or more of the eggs from a single 
sand bar, within the compass of half an acre; and though not 
'rery palatable, they are still eaten by the inhabitants of the 
couto The female only sits on her nest during the night, 
or in wet and stormy weather; but the young remain for 
several weeks before they acquire the full use of their wings, 
and are during that period assiduously fed by both parents ; 
at first they are scarcely distinguishable from the sand by 
the similarity of their color, and during this period may 
often be seen basking in the sun, and spreading out their 
wings upon the warm beach. The pair, retiring to the 
lOuth, in September, or as soon as their young are prepared 
for their voyage, raise but a single brood in the season. 

The Skimmer is, I believe, unknown to the north of the 
aea-eoast of New Jersey, and probably passes the period of 

• reproduction along the whole of the southern coast of the 
United States. The species is also met with in the equato
rial regions, where it i.lI alike resident, as far as Surinam, 
but never penetrates into the interior, being, properly speak
ing, an oceanic genus. Its voice, like that of the Tern, is 
loud, harsh, and stridulous. In quest of its usual prey of 
small fish and mollusca, it is frequently observed skiinming 
close along shore about the first of the flood tide, proceeding 
leisurely with a slowly flapping flight, and balancing itself on 
its long and outstretched wings, it is seen every now and 
then to dip, with bended neck, its lower mandible into the 
sea, and with open mouth receives its food, thus gleaning 
and ploughing along the yielding surface of the prolific de£'p. 
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They keep also among the sheltered inlets which intervene 
between the main land and the sea, where they roam about 
in companies of 8 or 10 together, passing and repassing at 
the flood tide, like so many grotesque and gigantic swal
lows, the estuaries of the creeks and inlets which penetrate 
into the salt marshes, exhibiting the necessary alertness in 
the capture of their approaching prey, which often consists 
of small crabs, and the more minute crustaceous animals~ 
which abound in such situations, and around the masses or 
floating sea-weeds and wreck. But though so exclusively 
maritime, the range of the Cut-water is entirely limited to the 
peaceful and calm borders of the strand; notwithstanding 
the vast expansion of their long wings, they have no induce
ment to fullow the adventurous flight of the Petrel, as the 
ever agitated and wave-tossed surface of the restless deep, 
would be to them, with the peculiar mechanism of their bill, 
a barren void, over which they consequently never roam, 
and on whose bosom they rarely ever rest, preferring with 
the Terns, when satisfied with food, the calm, indolent, 
and surer repose of the insolated shoal left bare by the reee88 
of the tide, where associated in flocks they are often seen to 
rest from their toilsome and precarious employ. 

The Skimmer is about 19 inches in length, the closed wings ex
tend beyond the tail 4 inches: alar stretch 44 inches! Length or 
the lower mandible 46 inches; of the upper S6. both red, tinged with 
orange, and tipt with black. Upper part of the head, neck, back and 
lCapulars, black; wings the same, except the secondaries which ant 

white on their inner vanes, and also tipt with whitc. Tail forked, 
the two middle feathers about an inch and a half shorter than the 
exterior ones, all black, broadly edged on either aide with white: 
tail coverts white on the outer aides, black in the middle. -Front, puB

ing down the neck below the eye, throat, breast, and whole lower 
parts, white. Legs and webbed feet, red lead color. - Thefemal4 only 
16 inches long, and 39 in alar atretch; similar with the male in plu
mage, except in the tail which is white, shafted, and broadly center-
ed with black. ' 
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TERNS, OR SEA-SW ALLOWS. (STERNA, Lin.) 

IN thele birda the BILL i. u long or longer than the head, alm. 
atraight, compre_d, subulate and acute at the point; edgeB sharp; 
upper mandible more or le88 curved at the tip, never hooked, the 
lower equal in length with the upper. NOSTRILS towarda the middle 
of the bill, longitudinal, linear, pervious. Tongue Blender, cleft and 
acute at tip. FEET Bmall, a naked space above the knee; tarsus short.
er than the middle toe; toes 4, the S anterior united by a Binuted 
membrane or web; hind toe and its nail very short, touching the 
ground merely at tip. Naih small and curved. Wing. very long and 
acuminated, incurved; lst primary longest. Tail of 12 feathers, 
rather long, and generally forked. 

The lexes alike in color; the female a little smaller. The young 
differing from the adult during the first or lecond moult. The 
moult takeB place twice in the year; in the spring changing the 
color of the head only: the plumage 80ft and copious. The colora 
white, with uhy-blue tints, and some parts black; or black with 
lOme white. The young more or le88 mottled and varied, with dusky 
colors, unknown in the adults. 

The Terns, or Swallows of the ocean, uaually congregate in 
4ocks, and live almost continually in the vicinity, and on the bor
ders of the sea; some, however, proceed inland, and indilFerently 
inhabit lakeB of fresh water, u well u the precincts of the ocean. 
Their Sight is elevated and almost perpetual, 10metimeB extending 
10 far into the ocean, u to be no indication to the mariner of ap
proaching land. They exercile and pursue their prey by making u
tensive rounda or circuits, and often also Bkim over the surface of 
the water, from whence they snatch the object u it appears; at oth
er times they are seen to hover over their quarry and dart upon it di
rectly, falling from above with Buch force as to plunge into the w .... 
ter, and seldom min their aim. They are scarcely ever seen upon 
the water, and never swim from choice: they often however alight 
upon the beach or aand Ihaal, or upon rocks and poles. The voice of 
the Tern iB sharp, shrill, and quailing, being often repeated in fine 
weather, and they are extremely irritable and jealouB of any intru
sion on their breeding retreats. They feed mostly on fish, the larger 
_pecieB alBo attack the eggllUld young of water birde; and some feed 
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almost wholly on insecta, which, like Swallowl, they IIOmetimeB seize 
and devour as they continue their fl.ight. They neBt in great numbel'll 
on the bare ground, slightly hollowed, or on rocka and mOreB, pre
ferring such as are insulated, remaining in close community with 
each other; the eggs are &om 2 to 4, and &om their dHFerent mark
ings and relative ei.ze in the same neat, there is re&llOn to suppose 
that they IIOmetimes lay in each others. The hatching of the eggs is 
mostly left to the inftuence of the BUD, yet the young are sedalousJy 
fed and protected. - The BpecieB are met with on almost every sea 
coast in the world; and many are common to the whole of the same 
hemisphere, particularly in the cold and temperate climateB. They 
are closely allied to the GullB, into which they appear to paBB by in
sensible gradatioDB of structure. 

t In tAi6 section, t1u ",lwle are clotAed in aile, 1Ilitl tAe back, vm.p 
and tail, pearl-grey. 

CAYENNE TERN. 

(Sterna C4yana, LATH. Jnd. ii. p. 804. Bp. 2. BOIUP. Synops. No. 
284. S. CIl8pia, var. SPARIrA1'JIf, MUB. Carlsb. No. 62. La. graada 
Hirll7llUUe-de-fMl' de Cay_. Pl. Enlum. 988. [winter livery].) 

SP. CBARACT. - Bill long and rather atout, orange; qnill shafta 
white; tail moderately forked; tarsus Ii inches long, black j weba 
enUre. - Sum_ plumage, with the whole crown black. Wi,.,.,. 
drUB, with the hind head only marked with black. 

OF this species, very similar to others, little more is known 
than that it is an ex.elusive inhabitant of America, though 
reported to have been sometimes seen also in Europe. It 
inhabits the coasts of the tropical seas, and is frequent in 
Cayenne and other warmer parts of the continent, as well 
as common along the coasts of the Southem States of the 
Union. 

The length of thiB specie. is about 16 inches. The hind part of 
the head black, in winter. The upper plumage grey, the feathers 
(probably in young birda,) margined with pale rufoUl j under part 
of the body white. 
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MARSH TERN. 

(StM'7llJ tmglit:a, MOIITA-Gu, Om. Dict. Sllppl. with a figure. TEll •. 
Man. d'Om. ii. p. 744. Stema _, WILlIOlf, viii. p.143. pI. 72. 
fig. 6. BOIUJ'. SYDOpe. No. 285. Phil. Mo.eum, No. 8621.) 

S •. CHA-RAcT.-BilI very short, stout,and black; quill shan. white; 
tail slightly forked; tsmu black, 11 iDcheslong, and about equal 
in length with the middle toe; webs deeply sinuated; hind nail 
straight. - SrmttIUT pl_ge; with the croWD deep black. Willler 
hUI, the CroWD white; and with a black spot OD each Bide of the 
eye. 

TRIS bird, rare in England, notwithstanding its scientific 
name, is very common in Eastern Europe, particularly iD 
Hungary, and on the confines of Turkey. In the new con
tinent, it inhabits the whole coast of the Atlantic, from New
England to Brazil. In Europe it affects the covert of rushy 
marshes, in the vicinity of the great lakes, and rarely ever 
visits the sea-coast or the ocean. They have also been 
seen inland, in Missouri, by Mr. Say, and probably penetrate 
still farther into the interior to the coasts of the great 
lakes of the North American continent. Wilson first ob
served the species on the shores of Cape May, in New-Jer
sey, where parties were engaged, darting down like Swal
lows over the salt marshes, in quest of some aquatic in
sects or spiders which occur upon the surface of the water. 
The food of the species, while here, appears wholly com
posed of insects; in Europe also their fare is similar, and 
they feed upon lepidopterous insects or moths as well as 
other kinds, showing, indeed by this peculiarity of appetite, 
their independence on the produce of the ocean, and their 
indifference to salt water, as preferred to fresh. 

The Marsh Terns, keep apart by themselves, and breed 
in company on the borders of the snit marshes, among the 
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drift gr88S, preparing no artificial nest, laying 3 or "eggs 
of a greenish-olive, spotted with brown. The voice of this 
species is sharper and stronger than that of the Common 
Tern. 

The length of the Marsh Tem is about 14 inches; and 34 in alar 
stretch. Pl"'1IIIIf8 of spring and tAe nuptial 11_ j with the whola 
upper part of the head and nape black; the rest of the body uhy
white,elI:eept the points of the quills which are alittle darker. Line 
&om the nostril under the eye, and all the lower parts, white. The 
wings extend upwards of 2 inches beyond the tail. Legs and feet 
black. 7le yuung of tAe year have a few longitudinal spots on the 
top of the head, tints of brown, uh and pale yellowish are a180 
mingled with the bluiah·uh of the back and wings: the tail is also 
but little forked, cinereoUB, with the points of the feathers white. 
Quills ashy-brown. AU the parts below whits. The hue of the bill 
yeUowish, the rem.ainder towards the poillt blackish-brown. Feet 
brown. 
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THE GREAT, OR COMMON TERN. 

(SteNIIJ Mrundo, LuI". LUB. 8p. 15. TEllII. ii. p. 740. BONAP. Syn. 
No. 286. WILSON . vii. p. 76. pI. 60. fig. I. RICHARD. North. Zool. a 
p. 412 ? Great Tern, PENN. Arct. Zool . No. 448. L' HirlmdeU. 
de·mer Pierre garin, BUFF. Ois. vii. p. 331. t . 27. PI. Enlwn.967. 
BEWICK. ii. 181. Phil. Museum, No. 8485.) 

SP. CHARAcT.-BiII of moderate dimensions, rather robust, red 
apt with black; crown black ; quill shafts white; outer vane of 
the lat primary bluish.white ; tail deeply forked; tarsus red, near • 

• Iy 1 inch long; webs of the feet entire. -Adult both in 8ummer 
and winter with the crown black. Young, soiled white, varied 
with grey, brown and pale rufous, and with the nape only marlr.. 
ed with black. 

THE common Tern is an inhabitant of both continents, 
being met with on the coasts of most parts of Europe as far 
north as the ever inclement shores of Greenland and Spit&
bergen; it is also found on the arctic coasts of Siberia and 
Kamtschatka. In the winter it migrates to the Mediter
ranean, Madeira, and the Canary Islands. In America, it 
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breeds along all the coasts of the Northern and Middle 
States, and penetrates north into the fur countries, up to the 
57th parallel of latitude. They also breed on the sand-bars 
of the great western lakes, being frequent in those of Erie, 
Huron, and Superior. In short, no bird is more common 
along the sea coasts, and lakes, of the whole northern hemi
sphere, within the limits of cool or moderate temperature. 

The Great Tern arrives on the coast of New Jersey about 
the middle of April, and soon after they are seen on the 
shores of New England, where they are known by the name 
of the l\Iackarel Gull, appearing, with the approach of that 
fish, towards the places of their summer residence. In New 
York it is dignified, for the same reason, with the appella
tion of the Sheep's-Head Gull, prognosticating also, the arri
val of that dainty fish in the waters of the state. About 
the middle of .May, still gregarious as they arrive, they com
mence with the cares of reproduction. Artless in contri
vance, the Terns remedy the defect of a nest, by selecting 
for their eyries, insulated sand-bars, wide beaches, but most 
commonly desolate, bare, and small rocky islets, difficult of 
access, and rarely visited by any thing but themselves and 
birds of similar habits. A small hollow scratch on the surface 
of the shelving rock, with the aid of a little sand or gravel, 
merely sufficient to prevent the eggs from rolling off, are all 
the preparations employed by these social and slovenly birds. 
The eggs, about 3 or 4, are left exposed purposely to the 
warming influence of the sun, the parent sitting on them 
only in the night, or during the existence of wet and stormy 
weather: they are about Ii inches long, by Ii in width; 
of a dull yellowish or pale whitish-olive, with dark brown 
blotches and spots, and others of a pale hue beneath the 
surface, the whole often disposed in a sort of irregular ring 
towards the obtuse end j other eggs again, (as if of a dif
ferent species of bird,) are spotted almost equally allover. 



THE GREAT, OR COMMON TERN. 

From the variety in the appearance of the eggs, it i. 
pretty obvious that the females inditTerently and frequently 
lay in each other's nests, in the manner of our common 
fowls in a state of domestication. Though to all appearance 
thus abandoned to accident, the nests are constantly under 
the surveillance of the Terns, and the appearance of an in
truding visiter on the solitary spot chosen for their breeding 
retreat, fiUs the whole neighboring troop with dismay and 
alarm; and in defence of their young they are very bold, 
clamorous and resentful, sweeping round and darting down 
80 close to the visiter as sometimes to touch his hat; making 
at the same time a hoarse and creaking sound, and occa
sionally uttering a plaintive long drawn 'ptee-way, and 
when much irritated and distressed by the fall of their com
panions or their brood by the gun, we hear a jarring Tik, 
'Ii k, k' k, as well as a piping plaint, and at times they utter a 
bark almost like so many puppies. On a rocky islet near 
Nahant, in the vicinity of Boston, known by the name of 
the Egg Rock, 30 or 40 pairs annually breed, and among 
these, others are also distinguished by the name of'pee-IJoo'$ 
from the sound of their usual note. 

The young are often hatched at intervals of a day or two 
from each other, and are carefully fed and watched for sev
eral weeks before they are in a condition 'to fly. At first 
they are fed on small fish and insects, such as grasshoppers 
and beetles, the hard and indigestible parts of which food 
appearing to be rejected by the bill in the maDner of rapa
cious birds. The young are afterwards fed without alight
ing, as they skim over the spot; and then they merely drop 
the fish among the brood, when the strongest and most ac
tive are consequently the best served. The young at length 
launch out into the marshes for themselves in quest of in
sects; while thus engaged, at the warning voice of their pa
rents, or the approach of an enemy, they instantly squat 

Digitized by Google 



174 WEB:FOOTED BIRDS. 

down, and remain motionless until the danger be over. As 
soon as the young are able to fly, they are led by the old to 
the sand shoals and ripples where fish are abundant, and 
occasionally feeding them, they learn by example to pro
vide for themselves. 

While flyillg, the Tern exhibits uncommon watchfulness; 
beating the air with a steady wing, and following the 
track of the vessel, with an easy flight, the quick eye and 
moving head may be observed minutely scanning the haunts 
and motions of their finny prey. At the approach of wiD
ter they retire south of the limits of the Union. 

The Great Tern is about 15 inches long; and 30 in alar extent. 
Adtilt plumage; the bill reddish.yellow, sometimes crimson, tipt with 
black. Whole upper part of the head black, extending to a point on 
the nape, and including the eyes. Sides of the neck and whole low
erparts, white. Quills hoary-grey, as if bleached by the weather,long 
and pointed, a longitudinal stripe of white on the inner edge of each, 
not extending to the tips. Back, scapulars and wing coverts, bluish
white, or pale lead color. Rump and tail coverts white. Tail white, 
long and greatly forked, the exterior feathers being 3 inches long
er than the adjoining ones, the rest gradually shorter for an inch and 
a half to the middle oncs; the outer web of the cxterior feather 
greyish.black. Legsand feet miniate: the webs deeply scalloped. - In 
thefemole the 2 outer feathers of the tail are shorter than in the male. 

NOTE. This bird, agreeing with the European specie8, appeara 
distinct from that of Richardson; in which tJu tail aJld its WU'rU",.. 

pearl-grey, tlte outer featAer white exteriorly, and the tar8U8 2 Ii_ 
lunger. If thilshould prove to be a distinct speciel, which i8 more 
than probable, we would distinguish it by the name of STERNA Foa
ITERJ, from the eminent naturalist and voyager who first suggested 
these distinctions. 
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ARCTIC TERN. 

(SUru aretica, TJ:KK. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 742. BOIlAP. Synoptl. No. 
287. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 414. Sterna argmUAla, Baa ... 
S. _our", NAt/_Ali.) 

SP. CHARACT.- Bill moderate, alender,red to the tip; crown black; 
quill ahafts white; outer vane of the first primary black; tail great. 
ly forked; tarsus t of an inch. - ./ldtdt both in summer and winter 
with the crown black. Young, as in the preceding. 

THE Arctic Tern appears to supersede the common 
species in the hyperboreal regions of the northern hemi. 
phere, being common around Baffin's Bay and Davis's 
Straits. The species also breeds abundantly in the remote 
land of Melville Peninsula, and along most of the shores 
and islands of the Arctic Sea, as well as in Labrador. 
where it was observed by Mr. Audubon. It is also com
mon in the Scottish isles of the Orkneys, and visits England 
and Scotland, proceeding at times as far as the shores of the 
Baltic. According to Richardson, the eggs of this species 
are very tapering at the small end, of a light yellowish-brown 
to bluish-grey, marked with many irregular brown spots of 
different degrees of intensity. They are deposited upon a 
gravelly beach or upon the sand, and the parent birds show 
B8 much anxiety for their safety, and boldness in defending 
them, as the Common Tern. 

The Arctic Tern ia about 14 inches long. In the """,mer pZIlfltlJ68, 
tbe front, alUllJllit of the head and the long feathers of the nape 
aC a deep black; all the reat of the parte colored as in the preceding 
epeciea The lorDer pam, throat, and Fore part of the neck, or 
the same deep ash color as the back. A very small part of the abdo
men, lower tail coverts, and a band beneath the eyea, pure white. 
Tail a little longer than that of S. AiTllndo. Tarsus and toea very 
ahort, of a fine red. Bill lake red. Iris-brown. 
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SANDWICH TERN. 

(Sterft4 boyBii, LATH. Ind. Om. ii. p. 806. sp. 10. MOl'TAGU, Diet. 
Om. p. 449. S. eantiaea, GIIEL. sp. 15. TEll •• Man. d'Om. ii. 
p. 735. S. a.frim-, LATH. Ind. ii. p. 805. sp. 5. S. striata, GIIJ:L. 
sp.24. LATH. Ind. ii. ap. 11. Striated Tern, LATH. Synopa. vi. 
p. 358. t. 95. [young.] Sandwich Tern, LATH. Syn. vi. p. 856. 
lB. Suppl. i. p. 266. BEWICK'S Brit. Birds, ii. p. 204. Greater 
Sea Swallow, ALBIN. Birds, ii. pI. 88. [adult in summer dre •. ] 
Sterft4 di beua U1lur nero, Stor. degl. uee. v. pI. 545. [in perfect. 
winter plumage.] 

Sp. CuAllACT.- Bill long and black, the point yellowish; feet alton 
aDd black; quill shafts white; tail long and deeply fOl'ked, bat 
aborter than the pointe of the closed winge; tarsus rather IIlOI'e 

than 1 inch long. - Summer plumage, with the whole crown black. 
Winttr dTU6, with the crown white, the hind head only marked 
with black. Y DUng; above varied with grey, brown and pale 
dull rufoOB; the hind head marked with black. 

FEW species have a wider geographic range than the 
Sandwich Tern. It was first observed in England, by Mr. 
Boys of Sandwich, where it is not uncommon, and wu 
afterwards published by Latham. It is readily confounded 
with the Common Tern, (Sterna lairundo,) but is superior 
in size, besides other differences; it is rather rare on other 
parts of the English coast. It is believed to breed on the 
shores of Sandwich, and retires south in autumn, where it 
is probably afterwards seen migrating to the coast of Africa 
to pass the winter, and the young birds have been brought 
from the distant shores of New Zealand. According to Tem
Minck it is very abundant in the isles of North Holland, and 
chiefly frequents the sea coast, though sometimes it has 
been known to wander into the interior and visit fresh 
waters. In the Leverian Muaeum, there existed, some 
years ago, a specimen of the young bird from South Amer
ica, but it was left for our indefatigable friend, Audubon, 
to discover this interesting cosmopolite within the boundary 

Digitized by Google 



SANDWICH TERN. 277 

of the United States. In 1832, he, with his party, obtained 
a considerable number of specimens in summer plumage, 
during the month of May, in East Florida, and they were 
particularly abundant in the vicinity of Indian Key, about 
30 miles from Cape Sable. In this place, in the usual 
manner of the genus, they breed together in large com
panies. 

According to Temminck, they deposit their eggs on the 
sea beach, in the low meadows which are submerged in 
winter; and often also, according to the convenience of 
the locality, upon the shelves of naked rocks. The eggs, 
2 or 3, are white or whitish, sprinkled with large and small 
blackish spots, or marbled with brown and black. Like 
most of the species, they feed on living fish, and it has all the 
manners and habits of the Common Tern. 

The Sandwich Tern i8 near upon 18 inches in length. In the 
tDinter pluflt4ge, the front and summit of the head are white; but 
barred towards the hind head, with very small black spots; the long 
feathers of the occiput black, but fringed with white; a black 
crescent in advance of the eyes. Nape, top of the back, all the 
lower parts, and the tail brilliant white. Back, scapruars and wing 
coverts very pale bluish·ash. Quills velvety ash, all of them bor
dered by a large band of white. Bill deep black, ochre-yellow at 
thc point. Iris blaekish. Feet black, beneath ochre-yellow. 

ne spring lind nuptial plu1lllLge j with the front, summit of the 
head, and long feathers of the occiput, deep black, without any 
spots. Fore part of the neck and breast, rose white, more or leu 
lively and brilliant, according to age and the epoch of the morut: 
the rest lUI in the winter plumage. 

In tkll ytnlRlf of tke Y6l1.r, the white and black colors of the head 
and nape are blended with very pale rufous tints. All the parts be
low white. Upper part of the back and scapulars whitish rufous, 
transversely lined with blackish-brown bands. The larger scapulars 
widely bordered with brown; wing coverts tipped with semicircular 
bands. Secondaries and primaries blackish-ash, edged and tipped 
with white. Bill livid black, slenderly tipped with yellowish. Tail 
feathers cinereoll8 at the base, blackish beyond, and terminated with 
white. 
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ROSEATE TERN. 

(8ttirtuI Dmtplli, MOllTAOU, Dict. Om. Suppl. Diet. p.432. [ei. 
alt.] TE ••• Man. d'Om. ii. p. 738. Roseate Tern, FLE •• llfO'1 

Brit. Anim. p. 143.) 

Sp. CHARAcT.-BiIllong and Blender, black, orange at the hue; 
crown black; quill shafts white; outer vane of the 1st primary 
black; tail deeply~ forked, much longer than the folded winga; 
tanUB orange, t of an inch long. -Adult both in lummer and 
winter, with the crown black? Youag, 1Vhite beneath; the bill 
black, and thc feet yellowish. 

THE Roseate Tern, 80 frequently associated with and 
eonfounded in the character of the Common Tern, is 
another species common to the eolder and temperate parts 
of both eontinents j being frequent upon the eoasts of Sc0t
land and England, particularly the former j it is also found 
in Norway, and probably also upon the borders of the Bal
tic j visiting the northern eoasts of the ocean, in small num
bers, associated with flocks of the Great Tern. The par
ticular places of resort for the present species, according to 
Dr. M'Dougal, are two small, flat and rocky islands, in the 
Firth of Clyde, called Cumbrae islands, chiefly about Mil
ford Bay. On these islands the Common Tern swarms to 
such a degree that it was scarcely possible to step without 
treading upon the young birds or eggs. The new species, 
here described, was shot by accident, without distinguish
ing it until it lay dead upon the ground, when the Doctor's 
attention was attracted by the beautiful pale roseate hue of 
the breast. There did not here appear to be more than 
about one in two hundred of the present with the Common 
Tern, but they were at length easily singled out by the eom
parative shortness of their wings, whiteness of their plumage, 
and by the elegance and slowness of their aerial motion, 
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often sweeping along or resting in the air, almost immovea
ble, like the soaring of a hawk; and they were also distin
guishable by the comparative inferiority of their size. 

M. de Lamotte has had the satisfaction to find two pain 
of these birds nesting on the coasts of Picardy in company, 
and associated in the same places with the S. Airundo. 
In the United States they are also -sparingly seen with 
the common species, as I have obtained an individual on 
the coast at Chelsea Beach, in this vicinity, and they may 
probably sometimes breed on the neighboring isle of the 
Egg Rock, or in similar places in the temperate parts of 
the Union. It is not mentioned by Richardson as an 
inhabitant of the northern parts of the continerrt, where 
however, the Common and Arctic Terns abound. Defying 
a1most all exact geographic limits, we find, according to the 
observations of Mr. Audubon, that they even abound on the 
shorelt of the Tortug&ll, at the extremity of East Florida, 
where he likewil5e saw their nests and eggs. 

The length of the Roseate Tern is about 15i inches. Bill black, 
long and slender, orange at the base, length about Ii inches. Feet 
tIDd rep orange, Daill black. SIma_ pZ-Ie oj the tul1Uu; with 
tile 8IUlUDit of the head and nape of a deep gloay bluiah-black, much 
more intenae than in S. l&intJllio. Back, acapulara and wings of a pale 
aah color. Side. of the neck, all the lower parte and tail, of a pure 
white; the breast with a f;unt roeaceou8 tint. Lateral tail feathers 
1011g and aubulate, extending 2 inches or more beyond the closed 
wings. Outer barb of the lat quill black; the others ash, bordered 
OIl their inner web. with a white band. 

NOTE. Mr. Audubon, by letter, has also favored me with the fbl
lowing notiee of what he considers to be a new species of Tem, 
" &.ma Nuttalii wu procured there alao (the Tortugu.) It is inter
mediate in size with the Sandwiah Tern and the Roseate species; 
but ita wings are, in proportion, much longer, and the tail shorter 
than either. The bill is pure black, and almost as larse as that of 
$to"", a,.,lie4." 
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SILVERY TERN. 

(SteTJl& argmttlJ, PRiNel: MAXIM. de NBVWII:D, Voyage, vol. i. p.67. 
TEMM. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 754. [in a note.] Sterno. fllimdo., WIL

BOil, (nec LIII.) vii. p. SO. pI. 60. fig. 2. DOIlAP. Synope. No. 288. 
Phil. Museum, No. 3505.) 

SP. CHARACT.-DiIl moderate, sulphur yellow and black at tip; 
croWD black j front white; the 2 first quills and their shafts black, 
except a broad white stripe on their inner webs; tail moderately 
forked, of the same color with the back; tarsus yp.llow, about half 
an inch long; webs of the toes entire j nails long and acute. 
Length !JI inches. - Young appearing soiled and spotted, and 
with the black of the head obsolete. 

THE Silvery Tern, apparently of Temminck, and the 
Lesser Tern of Wilson, is an inhabitant of the American 
continent, and was first detected as distinct from the EIlI'&
pean species, by Prince de Neuwied, in Brazil. In the 
United States it arrives from its hybernal retreat later than 
the Common Tern, and is not met with so far to the north, 
being unknown in the Canadian fur countries. They are, 
however, common in the Middle and New England States, 
being frequently seen coasting along the shores, or over 
pools and salt marshes, in quest of the insects and small 
shrimps, which constitute their favorite fare; they also 
occasionally dart down upon small fish and fry, hovering, 
suspended in the air, for a moment over their prey, like so 
many small hawks, and with equal promptness dashing 
headlong into the water after it, seizing it with the bill, as 
the feet are incapable of prehension. It sometimes makes 
extensive incursions along the river courses, and has been 
shot several hundred miles from the sea, its principal place 
of residence. 

In the latter end of Mayor beginning of June, the fe
male commences laying, the eggs, 3 or 4 in Dumber, are 
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merely deposited in a slight scratch in the sand, and left to 
hatch in the heat of the sun; the bird, as usual, sitting on 
them only during the night, and in wet and stormy weather; 
they are nearly white, or yeHowish-white, blotched almost all 
over with umber-brown spots, sometimes appearing shaded 
with others of a subdued tint beneath the surface. They 
are about Ii inches by ! of an inch in breadth. On ap
proaching their breeding places, the old birds assemble in 
crowds around the intruder, and after a good deal of vocif
eration, flying round in wide circuits, they often approach 
within a few yards of one's head, squeaking almost like so 
many young pigs, and appear to be very irritable and re
sentful. At other times, when not excited or alarmed, they 
are tame and unsuspicious, particularly the young birds; 
often heedlessly passing the spectator within a few yards, 
while tracing the windings of the shore in quest of their 
prey. 

The Silvery Tern is about 91 to 10 inches long. (The European 
species, or LeBBer Tern, 8 to 81 inches only) and 20 in alar extent. 
Bill pale yellow. Front, and short line scarcely extending over the 
eye, white. Crown, band through the eye proceeding to the base 
of the nostrils and hind head, black, thi. color descending to a 
point on the uape. Cheeks, or all the space benf'ath the eye, 
aides of the neck and whole lower parts bright gloBBY white. Neck 
above, upper part of the back, rump, tail coverts, and wings, pale 

. uh, or pearl grey. The 2 first primaries and their shafts black, 
their inner edges with a broad white space. Tail pale ash, white 
beneath, forked, the 2 outer feathers about an inch and 4 lines longer 
than the inner ones, and tapering to a point. Legs and feet yellow, 
claws black, comprell8Cd, narrow, long, acute and much curved.
OBs. The tail, in the European sl\ecies is pure while. The bill and 
legs orange, and ita upper parta are darker; it is also a smaller hird. 
'-By 1I0me inadvertence Wilson describes the bill and legs as bright 
redlli.8h-yelloVJ .. we have never seen any specimens so colored, and 
hi. own figure is tinted in those parta pale yellow as in nature with 
us. That our bird is that of Brazil we have no further evidence 
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&ban the qht DOtice in Temmiack; but we preitr &bia huard .. 
that of multiplying species. 

t t lA tAil ~ toW IDAole iirII, tIIl_ aclwIt, ill _, U tJitj., 

Wtac:k tw tluky. 

BLACK TERN, OR STERN. 

(Ste"", fligra, LII'. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 810 •• p. 24. TlI: ••• Mao. 
d'Om. ii. p. 749. BolUP. Synops. No. 289. RICHARD. North. 
Zool. ii. p. 415. S. jissipu, GIlEL. sp. 7. 8. oheura, lB. LATH. 
Ind. sp. 25. Short-Tailed Tern, (8. plvmbea.) WILSO_, vii. p. SI. 
pl. 60. fig. 3. [young.] Black Tern, PlI:n. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 525. No. 
450. Brown Tern, LATH. Syn. Gui/etU noiTe, OK EpnllOJllGil. 
BUFF. Oil. viii. p. 341. PI. Enlum. 338. [adult.] Phil. Museum, 
No. 8519.) 

Sr. CHAIL\CT. - Bill slender aod black; tail slightly forked; feet 
blackish-brown; tarsus nom 7 to 8 lines; webs of the toes deeply 
sinuated. - Summer plumage, wholly blackish-aah. Wiater 4nu 
lead color, with the head and neck deep black; nont, throat, aod 
Tent white. YOIUIg white; nape blackish; back, wings, ud tail, 
brownish, skirted with dilute, or .oiled rufoUII-white. 

THIS is another aquatic bird common to the northern 
regions of both continents, extending its residence to the 
limits of the Arctic circle; breeding in the fur countries of 
the interior upon the borders of lakes and in swamps. It is 
also very common in HoUand and in the great mushes of 
Hungary, and has been observed round the salt lakes of 
Siberia and 'Fartary. In Europe it is met with as far as 
Iceland. In all situations it appears to prefer the borders 
of rivers, lakes, or marshes, to-the vicinity of the sea, ex
cept when engaged in its migrations. 

The Stern is a common summer inhabitant of England, 
appearing, according to Montagu, in Romney Marsh. in 
Kent, about the latter end of April, breeding on the sedgy 
borders of pools, and though very near to the sea, they are 

Digitized by Google 



BLACK. naN, oa STaaN. 

rare1y seen on the shores till after the breeding eeuon, and 
are then U!leommon. It lays 3 or 4 light olive-brown eggs, 
blotched and spotted with brown and black, the spots some
times crowded almost into a circle about the middle of the 
egg. They breed likewise in the fens of Lincolnshire; 
making a nest of flags or broad grUB upon a tuft jut 
elevated above the surface of the water. 

The young of this species are rather common on the 
coasts of New Jersey during autumn, on their way still 
farther south to pass the winter. Wilson observed a flock 
of these driven inland as far as the meadows of the Schuyl
kill, by a violent storm from the north-east. Hundreds of 
them were to be seen at the same time, accompanied by 
Bocks of the YeJlow-Legs, and a few Punes (Tringa alpi
na.) Famished by the accident which had impelled them 
from their usual abodes, they were now busy, silent and 
unsuspicious, darting down after their prey of beetles, 
grasshoppers and other insects, now afloat by the inundation, 
without hesitating, though perpetually harused by gunners, 
who had assembled to view the extraordinary spectacle of 
these rare flocks of wandering birds. In ordinary, as in 
Europe, they frequent mill-ponds and fresh-water marshes, 
in preference to the bays and the sea coast. 

The Stem measure. about 10 or 11 inches in length. Bill black, 
measured from above, 1 inch 3 lines. Winter pluftl4K8 01 the tululu: 
Head and hind part of the neck black. Front, space between the 
bill and eyes, throat, and fore part of the neck to the breast, pure 
white. Breast, vent, and abdomen blackish·uh. All the upper 
parts, romp, and tail feathers bluish.uh, or lead color. Lower tail 
coverts white; the two first quilla fiinged with white only at the 
extremities of their inner barbs. Iri. brown. Feet and legs dark 
brown, or purplish.black. 

Spring and nuptial plv:m4ge i with the front, space between the 
bill and eye., throat, and fore part of the neck, which are white ia 
winter, are in 8I1IDDlE'r of a blackillh-uh color like the other parts. 
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In the young oj tAil year 6e.forll tAe IIUtI&tmIIIl moult, the front, apace 
between the eye and bill, sides and fore part of the neck, as well as 
all the lower parts pure white; upon the sides of the breast there i. 
a large patch of blackish·ash. A crescent before the eyes, top of 
the head, occiput and nape black. Back and scapulars brown, bor
dered and tipped with pale mfous-white. Wings, rump, and tail, ash, 
the coverts edged with rufous-white. Bill brown at its base. In. 
brown. Feet and lege livid brown. It is then, the Sterna fttnia., 
GIIEL. sp. 5. S. boysii, var . .11. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 806 .p. 10 . .d. La 
GuiJd/e, BUFF. Ois. viii. p.389. PI. Enlum. 924. Sandwich Tern, 
var . .11. LATH. Synops. vi. p. 358. Lesser Sea-Swallow, ALBIN. 
Birds. ii. tab. 00. S. plumbea, or Short-Tailed Tern, WILSON, vii. p. 
88. pl. 60. fig. 3. 

SOOTY TERN. 

(Sterna Juligi1Wsa, GIIEL. WILSON, viii. p.I45. pI. 72. fig. 7. Bo
NAP. Syn. No. 200. L'Hircnu1elle tk-mer a graw CftTJtJrgvn", 

BUFF. viii. p.345. Sooty Tern, PENN. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 447. 
LATH. Synops. iii. p. 352. Phil. Museum, No. 3459.) 

SP. eHARA-CT. - Bill black; front, exterior edge of the outer tail 
feathers and all beneath white; tail deeply forked; webs of the 
toes entire. 

THIS species generally inhabits the tropical seas; being 
widely dispersed into either hemisphere. It is observed on the 
coasts of New Holland, New Guinea, and as far south nearly 
as the 49th parallel. In the 8th degree of south latitude, 
in the isle of Ascension, they breed in swarms, each laying 
2 or 3 eggs, of a large size, yellowish, spotted with brown, 
and pale purple.' The flocks which possessed the various 
parts of the island, perpetually breeding, in this mild lati
,tude; were found laying at different times. In some places 
the young were hatched and grown, in others were seen 
eggs newly laid. They uttered a sharp and shrill cry, and 
were so fearless of the men who visited the island, as to fly 
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almost upon them. The species is migratory, however, even 
in these mild climates. Along the coasts of Georgia and 
Florida, 'Vilson observed them in numerous flocks in the 
month of July. They were very noisy, darting down head
long after small fish. This bird frequently settles on the 
rigging of ships at sea, and, in common with the following 
species is called by sailors the Noddy. 

The length of the Sooty Tern is about 17 inches; the a1llr extent 
about 3 feet G inches. Bill 1 ~ inche~ long, tJle upper mandible slightly 
serrated near the point. Irids dusky. Forehead, as far as the eyes, 
white. \Vhole lower parts and sid!'s of the neck, white; the rest of 
the plumage black. \Vings very long, when closed extending nea.rly 
to the extremity of the tail, which is deeply forked; the 2 exterior fea
thers four inches long,·r than those in the middle, the whole black, 
except the 2 outer feathers which arc white, but a little blackish 
towllrds their extremitics 011 thc inncr vanes. Legs and feet black. 

NODDY. 

(Sterna slolida, LUll'" et Lnu BOSAP. Synops. No. 2m. Ilirondelle 
de-mrr brunc de IlL Loni.,;ianc, llun'. PI. Enlum. 9!l7. Lc Xoddi, 
IBID. viii. p. 461. Noddy, CATF.SBY, i. p.88. PENN. Arct. Zoo!. 
ii. No. 44G PlLsscr slullus, Foolish Spllrrow, RAY. Synops. 
ill loc.) 

SP. CIIARACT. - Bill black; crown whitish; tail rounded; webs of 
the toes entire. 

THIS Common and well known species inhabits all parts 
of the tropical seas, and migrates occasionally as far as the 
coasts of the United State ~ ; at which times they are gen
erally seen in flocks, and are by no means rare. Familiar 
to mariners, who navigate in the equatorial regions, the 
Noddy, like the voyager, frequents the open seas to the dis
tance of some hundreds of leagues from the land, and with 
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many other birds of similar appetites and propensities, they 
axe seen in great flights assiduously following the shoals of 
their finny prey. They pursue them by flying near the 
surface of the water, and may now be seen continually 
dropping on the small fish, which approach the surface to 
shun the persecution of the greater kinds by whom they axe 
also harassed. A rippling and silvery whiteness in the 
water marks the course of the timid and tumultuous shoals; 
and the whole air resounds with the clangor of these glut
tonous and greedy birds, who exulting or contending for 
success, fill the air with their varied but discordant cries. 
Where the strongest rippling appears there the thickest 
swarms of Noddys and sea fowl are uniformly assembled. 
They frequently fly on board of ships at sea, and are 
so stupid or indolent on such occasions, as to suffer them
selves to be taken by the hand from the yards on which 
they settle; they sometimes, however, when seized, bite and 
scratch with great resolution; leading one to imagine, 
that they are disabled often from flight by excessive fatigue 
or hunger. 

The Noddys breed in great numbers in the Bahama 
islands, laying their eggs on the bare shelvings of the rocks; 
they also breed on the Roca Islands and various parts of 
the coast of Brazil and Cayenne. According to the ac
counts of voyagers they lay vast numbers of eggs on cer
tain rocky isles contiguous to St. Helena, and the eggs are 
there accounted a delicate food. Some have imagined that 
the appearance of the Noddy at sea indicates the proximity 
of land, but in the manner of the Common Tern, they 
adventure out to sea, and like the mariner himself, the 
shelter of whose friendly vessel they seek, they often voyage 
at random, for several days at a time, committing them
selves to the mercy of the boundless ocean; and having at 
certain seasons no predilection for pJaces, where the eli-
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mate suits, the roving flocks or stragglers, find equally a 
home on every coast, shoal or island. 

The Noddy, (so termed from its apparent stupidity) is about 15 
inches in length. The bill about 2 inches long, slender and blnck. 
The whole plumage is of a Booty brown, except the top of the head 
which is white, fading gradually into cinereous on the nape. The 
quills and to.il are darker than Ule relt of the plumage i and the 
legs black. 

GULLS. (LARUS. Linn.) 

IN these birds the BlLL is of moderate dimensions, stout, hard, 
straight, compressed, naked at base, with the edges sha.rp and bent 
inward; the upper mandible rounded above: rather sharp, and curved 
at the point; the lower somewhat shorter, gibbous nnd angula.r be
nenth the point, blunt and oblique at the tip. NOSTRJL8 medinl, 
laternl, 10ngitudino.1, linear, wider and rounded anteriorly, open, and 
pervious. Feet rather slender i tarsns nearly equo.1 to the middle 
toe j webs entire i lateral toes mnrgined exteriorly WiUI 0. narrow 
membrane j hind toe very small, a.rticulated high upon the tarsus, 
and wholly raised from the ground; nail. small, curved, and rather 
acute; hind nail sometimes wanting. Wings long and acute j lst 
and 2d primnries nearly equo.1 and the longest in the wing. Tail 
almost o.1waY8 even, of 12 feathers. . 

Female somewhat smiller, but similar in plumage with the male. 
The young, for several years (in U,e larger species for 4 or 5,) dif
ferent from the adult. They moult twice in the year, changing the 
colors of the head only i the young moulting continually. The 
plumage is remarkably silky, elastic, and plentifully supplied with 
down. The colors, including the tail, always pure whit.c, with a 
distinct mantle j the mantle white, pearl grey, or deep black. The 
young mottled with dull grey, and various tints of brownish, con
fusedly spotted; bill, feet, and iris dark, light colored in the adult. 

The Gulls are timid, gluttonous, and cowa.rdly birds, except when 
defending their young. They associate genero.1ly in large flocks, 80 

numerous at times, as to cover the shores where they dwell, the 
young and old keeping in societies apart; the larger kinds being wholly 
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mari~me, the smaller frequent rivera and lakes. They alight on 
rocks, shoals, or on the water; walk tolerably well, and swim with 
eue, but are incapable of diving. They keep much upon the wing, 
flying out with rapidity, a long sustained and even course, sometimes 
against the strongest gales of wind. Like Vultures they are vora
cious, feeding on every kind of animal food, whether dead or living, 
fresh or tainted; the larger kinds also prey upon eggs and young 
birds; but their principal supply is fish, whose crowding ahoals they 
follow with much eagerness, seizing their prey with great addrellll, 
as it approaches the surface of the water, darting swiftly in the quest, 
and at the same time submerging the head. So powerful is the gas
tric juice in this family of birds, that it sufficl's even to digest the 
acaIes of fish, feathers, and putrid matter, though when irritated 
they often disgorge their undigested food. They are also like other 
ravenovs birds, patient of hunger, but eager and quarrelsome for 
food, and are naturally so morose and resentful as sometimes to 
attack each other without any apparent cause; and fallon and de
vour even those of their own species whom thl'y may have acciden
tally woundl'd; being unable to resi.t their cannibal fondneaa for 
the taste of blood. They breed only once in the year, chl108ing,oD 
such occasions, the most desert places, or savage and inacceaaible 
rocks, ~tiring to the remotest of the Aictic islands, and desolate 
coasts, nesting, or rather merely laying their I'ggs on the naked 
rocks, or on the surface of marshy weeds, though some of the 11)18-

cies even comtruct neats in low trees near the coast, as well .. OIl 

the ground. The I'ggs are from 2 to "; and the young leaving the 
nest soon after hatching, are carefully hidden, fed, and protected by 
their parents for several weeks before thl'Y are able to provide Cor 
themselves. The Gulls are clamorous, having a loud, shrill aud 
harsh voice, their cries being often repeated while flying. The fl_ 
ia generally tough and unsavory; except in the young of the smaller 
inaectivorous species, which may be considered rather as palatable 
game. 

The tribe of Gulls are spread allover the world; the species alII) 
are numerous, and resemble each other in an extraordinary degree in 
aU their di1Ferent state. of plumage. 
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LITTLE GULL. 

(Lanu minuttu, PALLAS. GIIEL. LATH. Ind. sp. 5. T.I1I1I1. Mu. 
d'Om. ii. p. 7i!1. BOlf.+.P: Syn. No. 292. NAuli. Vog. Nachtr. 
tab. 3. fig. 72. [adult.]) 

Sr. CHAucT.-Mantle pearl grey; quills white at the point, ahafta 
blackish; tarsus 1 inch long; hind toe very small, with the nail 
straight and scarcely apparent. - Summer pill_gil; with a black 
hood ; wanting in the winter. Young spotted with grey and black
ish, tail somewhat forked, with a black subterminal band: feet 
livid carnoou •• 

THIS small species inhabits the north of both continents, 
and was seen in the fur countries in Franklin's first expedi
tion, but does not appear to be at all common in those coun
tries, and is equally rare in the United States. In eastern 
Europe, Russia, Livonia and Finland, it is common, but 
very rare in Germany and Holland. It inhabits the banks 
of rivers, lakes, and the interior seas of eastern Europe, 
particularly the shores of the Caspian and its tributary 
streams, and migrates in summer northward up the WoIga 
in order to breed. It is said to nest also in the eastern and 
warmer parts of Europe. Like the other small species it 
feeds upon insects and worms. 

The length of the Little Gull is about lOl inches. Winter pill_ 
age 01 tAe tul.alb, with the front, space between the eye aDd bill, a 
large spot behind the eyes, throat, all the other lower parts and the 
tail, pure white. Occiput, nape, spot before the eyes and upon the 
orifice of the ears blackish-ash. All the other upper plumage of a 
pale bluish-ash, the quills also ofthiB color, but tipped largely with 
pure white; the interior of the wings black. Bill and iris blackish
brown. Feet of a very lively vermilion-red. The wings extend an 
inch beyond the extremity of the tail. 

Summer and nuptial plumage. - All the head and the upper part 
of the neck, clothed, as it were, with a black hood. A white cres
cent behind the eyes, a portion of the lower part of the neck, and 
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all the lower parts of an aurora or blWlh~white. Rump and tail white. 
BlASk, IIC&polara, and the whole wing of a pure and very pale bluish
uh. Quills ash; the secondaries tipped with white. BiU of a deep 
lake-red. Iris dark-brown. Feet carmine-red. Length 116 inche. 
ora little more. 

BROWN-MASKED GULL. 

(.l.Gru capim"lJtIU, TEIlIi. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 785. Bour. SyDOp8. 

No. 293.) 

Sr. CSARAcT.-Mantle pearl grey; quills black at the point, the 
outer one white, internally pale ash; shafts white; bill very Blen
der; tarsus about 16 inches; tail somewhat emarginate. - S.",_ 
pl"""'K8, the head only, covered with a light brown hood. In tDiII
fer without the hood. Young spotted with greyish and blackish j 
tail with a black subterminal band. 

TRIS species, so very similar with the Laughing Gull, io
habits the north of both continents; migrating south on the 
approach of winter, at which season they are not uncommon 
on the shores of the Delaware aDd the bay of the Chesa
peake. In Europe the species seldom strays from its north
ern breeding places, and though rare on the milder coasts of 
Europe, is common in the Orkney islands in Scotland. In 
America their summer residence appears to be on the shores 
and islands of Baffin's Bay and Davis's Straits, regions much 
more inclement in winter than their European residence, 
and from which they are consequently obliged to migrate 
early in autumn. 

The eggs of this species are smaller than those of the 
Laughing ~ull, greenish-ash with blackish-brown spots. 

The Brown·Masked Gull is about 14 inches long. The llliRter 
pl.'IIIIII{e of this species is the aa.me as that of the Laughing Gull, 
fiom which, however, it is still distinguishable by its smaller size, 
its bill much more small and slender; and the taraWl and toee 
shorter, have also a tint of reddish-brown. 
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SanR_ pl"''''''Ie, with the front of a BOiled greyiah-brown; 1UJIl· 

mit of the head, cheeks, orifice of the earw and throat, pale brown. 
Occiput, nape, and fore part of the neck white; the brown upon the 
throat mucb deeper than on the bead. Bill reddiah-brown ; the feet 
of the aame color, but paler. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL. 

(Lanu tItricill4, Ln'. LATH. ii. p. 813. TE.IIII. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 
780. BOlUr. Synops. No. 294. L . ridibund1U, WILSOlf. ix. pI. 
74. fig. 4. Laughing Gull, CATJ:SIIY, Car. i. t . 89. PElflf . Aret. 
Zool. ii. No. 454. Mot.IetU Biewe, BRISS. vii. p. 192. t. 18. fig. 1. 
Phil. MUlleum, No. 3881.) 

Sr. CRARAcT. -Mantie dark bluish-aah; quills black; bill robust, 
and .. well as the feet dark red ; tarsus nearly 2 inches. - Summer 
plumage, with a dark lead colored hood on the head and neck, de
aeending lower down before than bebind. Winter dru8 without 
&he bood. Ytnmg brownish, skirted with whitish and Bome ferru
ginous; the tail with a black subterminal band. 

THIS species, very common in most parts of America, is 
also frequent in Europe, particularly in the warmer parts, as 
the coasts of Sicily, Spain, and the islands of the Mediter
ranean; elsewhere, in that continent it is rare IUld aeeiden-

DigitizedbyGoogle 



WEB-FOOTED BIRDS. 

tal. In America it is found as far south as Cayenne and 
Mexico, but does not appear to inhabit far north of the lim
its of the Union. On the coast of New Jersey they make 
their appearance in the latter part of April, and are soon 
discovered by their familiarity and noise; companies are 
even seen at times around the farm house, or coursing along 
the river shores, attending upon the track of the fishermen 
for garbage, gleaning among the refuse of the tide; or scat
tering over the marshes and plowing fields, they collect, at 
this season, an abundant repast of worms, insects and their 
larvm. Great numbers are also seen collected together to 
feed upon the prolific !.'pawn of the King-Crab. While thus 
engaged, ifapproaehed, they rise as it were in clouds, at the 
same time squalling so loudly that the din may be heard 
for two or three miles. 

The Black-Headed GulIs breed in the marshes of New 
Jersey, but are not seen at this period in New England, and 
are indeed at all times rare in this quarter. The eggs, 3 in 
number, are ofa drab or olive-grey, thinly marked with small 
irregular touches of pale purple, and dilute broWD. They 
measure 21 inches by II. Being apparently a somewhat 
tender species, they retire to the south early in autumn, and 
on commencing their migrations, if the weather be calm, 
they are seen to rise up in the air spirally, all loudly chatter
ing as it were in concert, like a flock of cackling hens, the 
note changing at short intervals into a 'haw, 'ha 'ha'lra 'haw, 
the final syllable lengthened out into an excessive and 
broad laugh, After ascending to a considerable height, they 
all move otT, by common consent, in the line of their in
tended destination. 

On the 4th of March, (1830) while at Beaufort, North 
Carolina, in company with several other species, I saw a 
small flock of these risible Gulls, which every now and 
then, while amusing themselves by fishing and pluuging 
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after their prey of fry, burst out very oddly into a 01 01 "61 
agla, or a coarse sereaming laugh. These birds had not 
proceeded in their migrations further probably than Florida, 
or the coast of the Mexican Gul£ 

The length of this specie. is about 17 inches; alar extent 3A feet. 
8ImtfIIeT plumage; the bill, bare space above the knee, legs, feet, 
Bides 0(' the mouth and eye-lids, dark lake-red. The bill nearly 26 
Inches long. Irids dark hazel. Above and below each eye marked 
1rith a spot of white. Head and part of the neck black; remainder 
of the neck, breast, whole lower parts, tail coverts and tail, pure 
white. Scapulars, 1ring coverts, and whole upper parts dark blue 
ash-eolor. The first 5 primaries black towards their extremities; 
llecondarie. tipped widely with white, and all the primaries except 
the 1st and 2d slightly touched with the IllUDe. Tail nearly even, its 
coverts extending to within 16 inches of its tip. The closed winga 
extend 2 inche. beyond the tail. A delicate tint ot" blWlh is percep
tible along the breast and belly. 

FRANKLIN'S ROSY GULL. 

(Lanu Frllftldillii, SWAIl'IOIf and RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 424. 
pl. 72. L. Gtricilla, SABIIII:. Franklin's Joum. p. 695.) 

Sp. CH.AJUCT. - Mantle pearl grey; the 5 exterior quillII broadly 
barred 1rith black, the first one tipped 1rith white for an inch; bill 
and feet vermilioa-red; tarsua 20 lines long. - Sat,._ tlr_, with 
a black hood. 

AOCORDING to Dr. Richardaon this is a very common spe
oies in the interior of the fur countries, where it frequents 
the shores of the largel lakes. They generally associate iB 
ftoeks, and are very Boisy. They breed alao in the neigh. 
boring mushes. 

The present species is 17 inches in length: of the bill above 1 
ineh I) lines. Tarsua 1 inch 8 lines. Middle toe 1 inch 3 lines. 
8uwam<Ir pl""""il8: both eye-lids, the neck, rump, tail, and whole un
der plUJD8ll!, white; the latter and interior of the wiugs deeply 
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tinged with peach-blotleom red. A black hood coYering three qa.v_ 
ten of an incll of the nape, and extending as much lower on the 
throat. Mantle and wings bluish-grey. The outer web of the first 
quill feather is black to near the tip, and a broad band of the same 
CI'Oll8eB the ends of the 5 outer primaries: all the quill feathen are 
terminated with white, that on the first primary and ofall the aecon-

- dariea being upwards of an inch long; all the shafts whitish. Bill 
and legs vermilion, the former obscurely barred near the tip. Bill 
Btout, rather curved from the nOltrils; ita depth equal to twice it. 
breadth. Wings an inch and a half longer than the perfectly even 
tail. Bare Bpace above the knee one inch. 

BONAPARTIAN GULL. 

(lAna B_partii, SWAIM. et RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 425_> 

Sr. eRARACT. - With a black slender bill; the mouth and feet car
mine-red; wings bordered with white anteriorly; posteriorly to
gether with the back, pearl grey; 6 exterior quills black at the 
end, Ilightly tipped with white; the first quillB entirely black elt
teriorly; tarsus scarcely an inch and a half long. - Slmamer pl ... 
""'If8, with the head greyish-black. 

THIS elegant Gull is common in all parts of the fur coun
tries, where it associates with the Terns, and is distinguish
ed by its peculiar, shrill and plaintive cry. It is allied to L. 
t:apistratus of Bonaparte. Small ftoeks, early in autumn, 
are occasionally seen on the coast of Massachusetts, and 
sometimes high in the air their almost melodious whistling 
is heard, as they proceed on their way to the south, or in
land to feed. Their prey appears to be chiefly insects; and 
two which I had an opportunity of examining were gorged 
with ants and their eggs, and some lamB of moths in their 
pupa state. These -birds both old and young are good 
food. 

Length of the adult 151 inches; of the bill from above, 1 inch 3 
lines. Sutnmer pl'KfAll/fe; with the neck, tail coverts, tail, whole under 
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plUlllllp and interior of the winga pare white. Hood greyish-black, 
extending half an inch over the nape, and as much lower OD the 
throat. Mantle pearl grey, thi8 color extending to the tips of the 
tertiaries, secondaries, and two pOBterior primaries. The anterior 
border of the wing is white from ita shoulder for the breadth of" 
greater primary coverts. The exterior web of the outer primary, 
and the ends of the first 6 are deep black, moat of them slightly tip
ped with white, the 7th and 8th are merely blotched with black on 
their tips. The inner web of the first primary, and the outer webs 
of the 3 following ones, with their shafts, are pure white. Bill shin
ing black. Inside of the mouth and lege bright carmine-red. Irids 
dark brown. Bill slender and nearly 8traight, conspicuously notched 
at the tip; much compreued at the point, and the breadth at the 
base exceeds ita depth. Winge 2 inches longer than the tail, which 
ill very slightly rounded laterally. 

In tlie 1JUUng bird, the crown of the head, back of the neck, scap
ulars and interscapulars are greyish-brown with paler tips. Middle 
of the wing and tertiaries blackish-brown, the tips lighter; bastard 
wing and primary coverts blotched with the same. Throat and up
per part of the breast faintly tinged with buit'. Tail with a blackish 
II11bterminal band. Bill brownish, pale at the base beneath. Lep 
clay colored. In the bird of one year old flesh-colored. In the 
adult specimen, as in that of Dr. Richardson, the exterior web of the 
2d qnill ill irregularly marked with a narrow black mark on the edge. 

WEDGE-TAILED GULL. 

(Lanu Rouii, RICHA.RDSOIf, North. ZooI. ii. p. 4f1T. L. f'OIftI, 

JA.RDln and SELBY, Om.lllust. p. 1. pI. 14.) 

Sr. CRA.RA.CT. - With a pearl grey mantle; winge longer than the 
cuneiform tail; the outer web of the first quill feather blackish ; 
bill black and slender i tarII11s an inch long, and as well as the feet, 
vermilion-red. 

SPECIMENS of this species were collected on the coast of 
Melville Peninsula, in Sir Edward Parry's second voyage. 
Commander Ross afterwards in his most adventurous boat 
voyage towards the Pole, relates that several were seeD dOl-
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ing the journey over the ice north of Spitzbergen, and that 
Lieutenant Foster also found the species in Waygate Straim, 
w~ich is probably one of its breeding places. 

Length of the species 14 inches; of the wing 106 inche.. LeDJih 
of the bill above 9 lines; of the tanus 1 inch 1 line s.,._ pl .. 
waage; scapware, intel'llC8.pware, and both surfaces of the wings clear 
pearl grey; outer web of the first quill blackish-brown to its tip, 
which is grey; tips of the scapware and lesser quills whitish. Some 
emaIl feathen near the eye, and a collar round the middle of thtt 
neck, pitch black. Rest of the plllmage white, the neck above aDd 
the whole under plumage deeply tinged with peach-blONOm red, in 
recent specimens. Bill black, slender, weak; the upper mandib~ 
slightly arched and compretlBed towards the point; rictus and the
edges of the eye-lids reddish-orange. Wings an inch lonlt'lr thaD 
the decidt'dly cuneiform tail. Legs and feet vermilion-red; tarBi 
rather stout, the hind toe very diatinct, armed with a nail as large .. 
that of the outer toe. 

FORK-TAILED GULL. 

(Lara Wi,,", J. SABIn; LIIf. Trans. xii. p. 520. pI. 29. SABIl'B,. 
(Captain) Greenl. Birds. p. 501. No. 23. RICHARD. Append. 
Parry's Second Voy. p. 360. No. 25. Xema Sabinii, LUCH. Roea. 
Voyage. Append. p. 57.) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Tail forked; bill black, with a yellow tip; first 5 
primaries black, bordered with white nearly to their tipa.-Adult 
in 8IImmer, with a blackish-py hood bounded by a black 
collar. 

THIll interesting species wu discovered by Captain Ed
wud Sabine, on the 25th of July, at its breeding station on 
IIOme low rocky islands, lying oft' the west cOast of Green
rand, associated in considerable numbers with the Arctic 
Tern, the nests of both birds being intermingled. It is 
ualogous to the Tern, not only in its forked tail, and in ita 
choice of a breeding place, but also in the boldne811 which 
it displays in the protection of its young. The puent birds 
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flew with impetuosity towards those who approached their 
nests, and, when one was killed, its mate, though frequently 
fired at, continued on the wing close to the spot. They 
were observed to collect their food from the sea beach, 
standing near the edge of the water, and gleaning up the 
marine insects which were cast on shore. A single indi
vidual was seen in Prince Regent's Inlet, and many speci
mens were procured, in the course of the second voyage, on 
Melville Peninsula. A pair were also obtained at Spitzber
gen, so that it is a pretty general summer resident on the 
shores of the Arctic seas, and may thus be enumerated 
amongst the European as well as the American birds. It 
arrives in these remote boreal regions in June, and retires to 
the southward in August. When newly killed they had all 
a delicate pink blush on their under plumage. The eggs, 
2 in number, are deposited on the bare ground, and 
hatched in the last week of July. They are of an olive 
color with many brown blotches, and about an inch and a 
half in length. 

The length of the species about 136 inches; of the tail 5 inches; 
the wing 11 inches long: the bill from above, 1 inch; the tarsus 1 
inch 4 lines; depth of the fork of thE' tail 1 inch. Summer plum4ge; 
with the head and upper part of the throa.t bla.ckish-grey, bounded by 
& velvet bla.ck collar. Mantle bluish-grey. The anterior border of 
the wing, primary coverts, and 5 first primaries pitch bla.ck, the lat
ter broadly bordered anteriorly with white nearly to their tips. The 
rest of the primaries, the greater part of the secondary coverts, the 
ends of the 8l"condaries, tipa of the tertiaries and scapulars, with the 
neck, tail, and whole under plumage, pure white. Bill bla.ck, with 
a yellow tip; the upper mandible a little curved at the point, and 
with a conspicuous salient angle on the lower one. Inside of the 
mouth and edges of the eye-lids vermilion-red. Legs and feet 
black. Irids the same. The bill is much smaller than that of L. ri
tlilnuultu and L. tridactylus, but twice as stout D.8 that of L. ROBsii. 
Wings an inch longer than the tail. The nail of the hind toe is very 
small. The winter plumage and that of the young is yet unknown. 
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KITTIWAKE GULL. 

(LaT1Ul tridaetylus, LATH. TElIIlII. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 774. BONAP. Sy
nops. No. 295. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 423. MoudU em
dree, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 387. Kittiwake, PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 

[winter dress] La,~,,~, Suppl. p. 70. 
;~;33. D. /litsa, of tb, 

"dantle blue-grey; 
without nail.-

ted; tail with a black subterminal band. 

point; hind 
with the head 

neck bluish-

TUE Kittiwake or Tarrock is found in the north of 
both continents. It inhabits Newfoundland, Labrador, the 
islands in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence, - the coasts of the 
Pacific, Spitzbergen, Greenland, Iceland and the north of 

"S the arctic coast Kamtschat-
islands; and 
interior seas 

less frequent Oit the ocean. 
spread themselves h'mks of rivers 

aitd feed upon fish, iVsects: and 
nest upon the rocks near the sea coast; laying 3 eggs of an 
olivaceous white, marked with a great number of small dark 
spots, and other greyish ones less distinct. In Iceland they 
inhabit the cliffs of the coast in vast numbers, and utter 
loud and discordant cries, particularly on the approach of 

vs the Sea Eagle, prey upon 
Rtoth their flesh esteemed as 

the Kittiwake is ab,mt Length of the 
the bill from aboee, tarsus about 

the same length with the bill. Summer drull', with O,e mantle blu
ish-grey. Ends of the 5 exterior quills, and outer web of the first, 
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black: the 4th and 5th hue llnal1 white ti~. Head, neck, rump, 
tail, and whole under pll1Dlllgt!, white. Bill yellowi.h. Orbit. and 
iDBide of the mouth orange colored. Legs blacki.h. Tail 2 inchu 
loager than the wiDgs. In wnater the hind head and neck are French 
grey, and the pll1Dlllgt! between the eye and bill i. finely .treake4 
with black. In the 1JO"fI6 the bill i. black. 

COMMON GULL, OR MEW. 

(Lanu _ .. , LIIf. TIC ••. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 771. Doup. Syn. No. 
296. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 420. Mouelte 1& piaU bUu. 
BUF:I'. Ois. viii. p. 428. Pl. Enlum. 977.) 

SP. CBARACT. - Mantle bluish.grey: quills black at the point, reach· 
ing much beyond the tail ; shafts black; bill small; feet blui.h; tar. 
sus little more than 2 inches. ~ Summer plU'lll4/le, with the head 
and neck pure white. Winter tlreu; the head and neck spotted 
with blackish. Young browniah-cinereouB, varied with nuty. 

THE common Gull, like 90 many other species is com-
mon to the shores of both continents. It breeds in Arctic 
America, and is found in Iceland and the Russian lakes. 
At the approach of winter they retire lOuth, and at this time 
are numerous in the Middle States of the Union. At the 
approach of storms they are often seen to travel inland in 
Bocks. From its disagreeable and squalling, almost feline 
cry, it bas received the name of metD and mall. It nests 
usually in the herbage, near the outlets of rivers and on the 
borders of the sea; the eggs are 3, of a bluish ochraceous 
tint, marked with irregular spots of black and cinereous. 
They live upon fish, worms, marine insects, and bivalve 
shells, which last they are known sometimes to carry up into 
the air and drop them on the ground in order to obtain their 
contents. On being alarmed they disgorge their food, but 
swallow it again when the fright is over. 

The length of the Common Gull is about 19 inches; the wing 14 
inches; the bill ftoom above, 1 inch and nearly 5 line.; the tarsDl 51 
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inches lline. 8 __ pl_ge, with the 1Il&Ilt1e and wings pearl 
grey. The first 6 quills black towards their ends, that color extend
ing to the bue of the first, but forming merely a narrow bar on the 
6th; the first and second have a long white space near their tiJIII ; 
the others, the leaaer quilla and acapulara, are conspicuously termi
nated with white. Shafts of the two or three eltterior quills black. 
Head, neck, shoulders, rump, tail, and whole under plumage, white. 
Bill considerably compreaaed, wax.yellow, tipped with bright yellow. 
Lege blackish-grey, blotched with yellow on the webs. Winge 2 
inches longer than the tail; thighs bare for an inch. 

RING-BILLED MEW GULL. 

(La7'V8 l&ln&orhyndnUl, RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 421.) 

SP. CRARAcT.-Commi88ure of the atout ringed bill rather longer 
than the wsus, which measures ~ inches; ends of the quills and 
their shafts blackish; a short white space on the two exterior 
ones. 

THIS Gull, which breeds in considerable numbers in 
swampy places on the banks of the Saskatchewan, bears a 
close resemblance to L. canus. Its plumage is the same, 
except that the white spaces near the ends of the first and 
second quill feathers are one half shorter, iwd in some speci
mens there is none at all on the second. It differs how
ever, remarkably in the size of the bill, which approaches 
thai of L. argentatoides, being much wider at the base, 
more rounded on the ridge, and stronger every way than 
that of L. canus: it has a conspicuous salient angle be
neath, and is of a dutch-orange color, with a blackish ring 
near its tip. The wings are 2 inehes longer than the tail 
It is smaller than L. argentatoides of Bonaparte, and its 
nostrils are shaped like those of L. canus. 

Length 22 inches; the wing 15 inches 3 lines; of the bill from 
above, 1 inch 9 lines : tarsus 2 inches 5 lines. A second male speci. 
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JDeIl ill lID iDCh _arter, _ hu the fllnlll -1 2 __ 2 Ii_ 10Dl; 
a third in4iYidaal ill of iDtermedi&t.e dimeJlliODol. 

SHORT-BILLED MEW GULL. 

(1Anu tnlcAyrA!fIIMu, RICHARD. North. Zoot ii. p. 422.) 

SP. CSARACT.- With a ahort, t:hickiab bill; the taNua _1, II 
iDehel 10Dl; quills not tipped with white: a abort white lpace OD 

the 2 exterior ones, and blackish abafts. 

THE specimen described by Dr. ltichardaon was a fe
male, killed on the 23d of May, 1826, at Great Bear Lake. 
Some brown markings on the tertiaries, primary coverts and 
bastard wing, with an imperfect subterminal bar on the tail, 
point it om as a young bird, in the spring moult. The bill is 
shorter than in L. %Onor/aynt:/auJ, and stouter than in L. ea.
nus, and like it, is wax-yellow, with a bright yellow rictus 
and point. Its tarsus is nearly one third shorter than that 
of the Ring-Billed Gull. 

Length 19 inches; willi lSi ; of the bill above, It inches; fllnu 
1 inch 11 lines. 

IVORY GULL. 

(Lanu ebtm&eu, GMEL. LATH. Ind .• p. 10. TJ: ••• ii. p. 769. BOWAP. 

S,n. No. 297. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p.419. Ivory Gull 
PJ:IfIf. ArcL Zool. ii. p. 529. No. 457. La MIIIUItte BlimeI&e,' 
BUFF. Oill. viii. p. 422. PI. Enlom. 994.) 

SP. CUARACT. - Pure white i bill stout; feet black; naked space 
above the tarSUB very small; webB of the feet IOmewhat indented; 
tarsus 11 inche.; firBt primary lonpt. - YIIII7II'; lores IIDd chiD 
dUlky-grey, dazk browniBh .pots on the wing coverts and Bcapu
lan, with bars of the lame on the end of the tail and tips of the 
quillB: bill blackish, pale at the tip. 

26 
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Tms beautiful species, called sometimes the Bnow Bird, 
from the pure whitene88 of its plumage, is found in great 
numbers on the coasts of Spitz berg, Greenland, Davis's 
Straits and Baffin's Bay, and various parts of the northem 
shores of the American continent. It seldom migrates far 
from its natal regions; is a pretty constant attendant on the 
whale fishers, and preys on blubber, dead whales, and other 
carrion. Dr. Richardson obsened it breeding in great 
numbers on the high broken cliffs which form the extremity 
of Cape Parry, in latitude 700. It is also found on the Pa
cific coast as far as Nootka Sound, and commonly wanden 
far out to sea, seldom approaching the land but during the 
period of incubation. Its only note consists of a loud and 
disagreable seream. 

The length of the I "ory Gull is about 18 inches; of the viDa 
13; the bill from above 1 inch 3 lines; the tusus about 16 incheei. 
The mature bird is pure white. The bill wax-yellow at the hue, 
ochre-yellow towards the poinL Orbits red. Irides brown. Lep 
and feet black. Wings an inch and a half longer than the eYeD 

tail. 

SILVERY GULL. 

(Lanu fo,M;w, Lilli. TEll •. Man. d'Om. it p. 7f11. Bour. BYD
opB. No. 298. Herring Gull, PEKl'. ArcL Zool. No. 452. fA 
Goelarul c\ manteau gri6 brun, BUFF. Ois. viii. p. 879. Gelb-F_ 
6ige Nne, MUER. Viig. Deut. 2. heft. 18. [adult.]) 

Sr. CB.UU.CT. - Mantle slate-black; quills almost wholly black, the 
wings extending 2 inchea beyond the tail; bill short, but not 
stout; feet yellow; tarsus 2A inches. - Summer plvlmage, head and 
neck pure white. WinteT dreu, with the head and neck streaked 
with light-brown. Youll&', blackish-grey, mottled with yellowish
rusty. 

THE Silvery Gull inhabits the north of Europe, Iceland, 
Greenland, Siberia, Newfoundland and Hudson's Bay; they 
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are also seen about the Caspian and Black Seas, and their 
tributary streams. In the Middle and Northem States they 
are common during winter, and extend their migrations at 
this period as far BOUth as Jamaica. They breed in the 
milder parts of Europe, in the boreal regions of America; 
and are said also to pus the summer on the islands off the 
('A)8St of South Carolina for the lame purpose. They feed 
dliefly on fish, both living and dead, on fry, carrion, aDd 
rarely, on bivalve shell-fish. In a state of confinement they 
exhibit considerable docility, and are obse"ed to catch 
beetles and other large coleopterous insects, which fly 
abroad in the dusk of evening. They utter harsh and 
piercing cries in the breeding season, and are very clamo
rous when disturbed in their eyries. On an island off 
8t. David's in Wales they breed annually; the nests, made 
of a handful of long dry grus, are very numerous, formed 
among the herbage and loose stones on the summit of the 
island. Theeggs, 2 in number, are of a dark or grey olive
brown, with dusky blotches. 

The Silvery Gull is about 20 to 21 inches long. WiRter plU'ffltll". 
qf t.\e tulvlU, with the summit of the head, region of the eyes, oc
ciput, nape, and aide. of the neck, white, but with all the feathera 
marked in the centre with a longitudinal streak of pale brown. 
Front, throat, all the other low"r parts, back and tail of a pure white. 
Top of the back, acapulars and the whole wing deep black, appear
ing .haded with ash color. The quills almost entirely black; 
toward. the end. of the 2 exterior ones there is an oval white spot 
terminating with black; secondaries I!l1d acapulara alao terminating 
with white. Bill citron yellow: angle of the lower mandible lively 
red. Naked border round the eyeB red. Iris very pale yellow. 
Feet fine yellow. - The ftmUlle is leu by an inch. 

7Y&e YOUfl/f to tJu age of 3 YWT6. no.e of tl&e yt!l.&f' have the throat 
and fore part of the neck whitish, with longitudinal streaks of pale 
brown. Neck and lower parts whitish, almost totally covered with 
large and very deep brown BP0ts Upper parts and all the feathers 
of the winp blackiah-brown in the middle, each bordered with a 
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arrow ,.no'" "aDd. Tail feathel'll pa.ko P1 at their hue, mar
bled with Wack; all the relit of the feather. very duBY edged witll 
white. Quills deep black, without any white spot towards the end&. 
Bill black, brown at ita baBe. Feet of a dirty ochre yenow. 

Summer plumage of tJu adulu, with the summit of the head, le

gion of the eyes, occiput and neck white, without any brown spot. 
tile rest of the plumage as in winter. 

HERRING GULL 

(lAna IJ.rgtml4tU, BRun. Om. Boreal. p. 44. No. 149. Gwn.. 
8yBt. ii. p. 600. ap. 18. Herring Gull, LATH. Syn. 'Vi. p. m. No. 
3. PAn. Aret. Zool. No. 452. Golla,.. IJ. ---.,v .. cmuInI. 
Bun. Oi •• viii. p. 406. t.32. Pl. Enlum. 258. lAru arg..uu. 
and L. IJ.rgetlttJbu, BREHK. Silvery Gull, PEIIB. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 
533. C. L.UH. Syn. vi. p. 375. [winter plumage.]) 

SP. CHARAcT.-MantIe bluish-grey; wings extending beyond the 
tail; quills black at the point, tipped with white; IIhaftB .. ...,1:; 
first primary with a white spot and tip of the _ col.: ~ 
nearly 3 inches. - Summer p1_ge, with the head and neck 
pure white. Wiater drUB, with the head and neck varied with 
hrown linea. 'Y_g, blackish-ash, mottled with yellowish rusty. 

THE Herring Gull is common to the milder as weD .. 
cold countries of both continents. It remains throughout 
the year on the sea coasts of Holland and France; and is 
very abundant, according to Temminck, in the isles of the 
BOrth of Holland. It is Been sometimes on the borders 
or lakes and rivers, though these visiters are chiefty the 
young. 

Mr. Audubon found these birds breeding abundantly 
on Grand Manan Island, in the Bay of Funday, on low fir 
trees as well as on the ground, the nellt being large and 
loose, composed of sea-weeds, roots, sticks and feathen. 
They are very resentful and clamorous wheg approached, 
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acreaming or barking like the sound of S1:dk 'kdai. It 
also iohabits on other islands, and he found it again in 
Labrador. It is ravenous and tyrannical to other smaD 
birds; but the young and the eggs are considered as pal~ 
table food. They Jive principally upon th~ produce of the 
ocean, and generally upon fish. In Europe they nest in 
small excavations on the summits of the downs near to the 
sea, as well as upon naked rocks, according to the con
Yenience of the situation, and unite in great troops at their 
breeding places. They lay 2 or 3 blunt eggs, of a deep 
olivaceous tint, with some black and ash colored spots ; 
often also of a pale greenish or bluish hue, with brown and 
ash colored scattering spots. 

The length of the Herring Gull i. about 2 feet. Wintn pltml4ge 
t1.f tie old. birds, with the top of the head, region of the eyes, occiput, 
nape, and Bides of the neck, white, each feather with a longitudinal 
pale brown streak. Front, throat, all the other lower parts, back and 
tail white. Top of the back, lOapulars, the whole wing and its quill. 
blui.h-ash: primaries black toward. their ends, all terminating in & 

large white apace; secondaries and scapulars tipped with white. 
Bill ochre yellow, angle of the lower mandible lively red. Orbits 
yellow. Iris the same but pale. Feet livid llesh color. The fe
males about an inch shorter than the males. 

WHITE-WINGED SILVERY GULL. 

(Lanu Utu:opt/lTU8, FABER, BOIfAP. Bynops. No. 301. RICRARD. 
North. Zool. n. p. 418. "L. glaueoillu, TE..... L. GrgfJJltat1ll, 
SABINE, Birds of Greenland, p. 546. L. Grctieu, MACGILLIVRAr. 
Wern. Trans. v. p. 268.) 

Sp. CRARAcT.-Mantle pale bluish-uh; wings extending to the 
tip of the tail ; quills greyish-white, white at the points, their shafts 
pure white; tarsus 2 inches. - Summer plumage, with the head 
IUld neck pure white. W"ww drUB with the head and neck 
lllzeaked with brown. The JOW&I mottled and of dingy colon. 

, 26-
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ACCORDING to Dr. Richardson, during Capt. ROIlS's and 
Sir Edward Parry's first voyages, many specimens of this 
Gull were obtained in Davis's Strai~, Baffin's Bay and at 
Melville Peninsula. The plumage of the present species 
differs but little from that of L. glaucus, but the great su
periority of the latter bird in point of size is sufficient to 
distinguish the species. 

The length of the White Winged Gull is about 26 incbes; the 
hill meunred &om above is ~ incbea; tamu the aame length; the 
middle toe 2 incbes 1 line. Stretch of wing 50 inches. Su",_ 
plumage, with the mantle pearl py. Quills fading to white, their 
ahaft. pure white, as well ILl! the relit of the plumage. Bill com
prellBed, deep; the upper mandible longer than the under, tbe color 
wine-yellow, with an orange colored spot near the tip of the lower 
mandible. Wings equal to tile even tail. reet Besh colored. 

GLAUCOUS GULL, OR BURGOMASTER. 

(IA.,... KlallCU.f, BRun. Orn. Boreal. No. 148. GIIEL. ByllL i. p. 
600. LATH. Ind. sp. 7. BolUP. Bynopll. No. 302. Glaucous 
Gull, PEIIII. Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 532. Die gr08116 &em«Je, oder der 
Burgemui6ter, NUl(. Viig. tab. 35. [a good figure.]) 

SP. CRARAcT.-Mantle bluisb-grey; quillll greyish-white, wbite at 
the point; abaft. white, tinged with ash; tuBUlI 3 incbell; tail 
extending 2 incbes beyond the wings - Summer plumage, head 
and neck pure white. Winter drUII, with the bead and neck ... 
ried with brown streak.. Tbe young mottled, and dull colored. 

THIS large species is almost wholly confined to the hyper-
boreal regions, where it indifferently inhabits both continents. 
It is common in Russia, Greenland, and in all the arctic 
and polar seas. In Baffin's Bay and the adjoining straits 
and coasts it is seen in considerable numbers during the 
Bummer. Its winter resorts are yet unknown. From its 
great rarity in the United States, it is probable that it may 
not migrate far from its summer residence, as there can be 
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GLAUCOUS GULL, OR BURGOMASTER. 30'7 

DO reason why it should proceed south along the Pacific in 
preference to the Atlantic coast. It is almost continually 
on the wing, uttering often a hoarse cry like the Raven. It 
is extremely tyrannical, greedy and voracious, preying not 
only on fish and small birds, but also on carrion; and is said 
likewise to attend on the Walrus to feed on its excrement. 
He wrests their prey from the weuer birds, is usually seen 
hovering high in the air, or seated on some lofty pinnacle of 
ice, from whence, having fixed his eye upon some favorite 
morsel, he darts down on the possessor, which, whether 
Fulmar, Snow-Bird, or Kittiwake, must instantly resign the 
coveted prize. The Auk, as well as the young Penguin, 
he not only robs but often wholly devours. Pressed by 
hunger they sometimes even condescend to share the Crow
Berry ( Empetrum migrum) with the Ptarmigan, and it is usu
ally,when not impelled by hunger, a rather shy and inactive 
bird, and much less clamorous than others of the genus. 
They nest upon hollow rocks, laying 3 eggs of a pale pur
plish-grey, with scattered spots of umber-brown and subdued 
lavender purple. 

The length of the Glaucous Gull eztenda from 29 to 82 inchel; 
the wing 19 inches; the bill above 3 inchel; tarsus of the same 
length with the bill. --Winter" plU't1lll.K8, with the head and neck 
.ueaked and mottled with very pale wood brown. The yaung are 
.ueaked longitudinally on the neck with pale brown, and the upper 
plumage ia barred transversely with ash-grey and greyish-yellow; 
the tail irregularly spotted. The.hafts of the primaries white, and 
the spots on the webB are mu.:h paler than in the young of L. fllllri
... and .f'gmblbu. The bill is hom colored at the base, and brown
ish-black at the tip. Feet Besh colored. 

Bum_ plu't1lll.Ke, with the mantle French-grey. The edge of the 
wing, the ends of the first primaries, and the shafts and tips of the 
others, with all the rest of the plumage, white. Bill wine-yellow, 
marked near the tip of the lower mandible with orpiment-orange. 
hids Bmw yellow. Legs and feet livid Besh color. The billstroDJ, 
with an angular projection Deu the point beneath. 
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BLACK-BACKED GULL, OR COBB. 

(Lanu _"RUB, Lilf. GIIIEL. Syat .• p. 6. LATH. Ind. ii. ap. 6. 
TEIIIII. ii. p. 760. BOIfAr. SynopB. No. 303. MOlfTAGU, Diet. 
Om. p. 92. red. alt.] La G.~la7lll7lDir _1Iteau, BUFF. Ois. viii. P. 
405. t. 31. Pl. Enlum. 990. [old.) and 266. [the young of the 
year.) Black-Backed Gull, LATH. Syn. vi. p. 371. PEU. Brit. 
Zoo). p. 140. t. L. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 527. No. 451. LEWllf'S Brit. 
Birds, vi. t. 208. LaTUS argentatoidu, BOKAr. Syn.299. RICK

ARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 417. Wagel Gull, LATH. Syn. vi. p.375. 
[young.) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Mantle alate-black; quills black at the point, tipped 
with white; the shafts black; wings scarcely extending beyond 
the tail; tarsus about 3 inches. - Summer plumage, with the head 
and neck pure white. Wimer drUB, with the head and neck 
varied with brownish strew. The 1Jf1IlRg moUled and stained 
with dull grey and brown. 

THE Saddle-Back, or Black-Backed Gull, is a general 
denizen of the whole northern hemisphere, and extends its 
residence in America as far as Paraguay. At the approach 
of winter it migrates not uncommonly as far as the sea 
coasts of the Middle and extreme Southern States. If Mr. 
Audubon be correct in considering L. argentatoides, as a 
state of imperfect plumage of the present species, it breeds 
as far north as the dreary coasts of Melville Peninsula. It 
is also found in Greenland, Iceland, Lapmark, and the 
White Sea. It is also abundant in the Orkneys and Hebr;" 
des in Scotland; but is a winter bird of passage on the 
coasts of Holland, France and England. It rarely visits 
the interior or fresh waters, and is but seldom seen as far 
south as the Mediterranean. 

The Black-Backed Gull feeds ordinarily upon fish, both 
dead and living, as well as on fry and carrion, sometimes 
also on shell-fish, and like most of the tribe of larger Gulls, 
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it is extremely ravenous and indiscriminate in its appetites 
when pressed by hunger. It watches the bait of the fisher
man, and often robs the hook of its game. As Mr. Audu
bon justly and strongly remarks, it is as much the tyrant or 
the sea fowl as the eagle is of the land birds. It is always 
on the watch to gratify its insatiable appetite, powerfully 
museular in body and wing, it commands without control 
over the inhabitants of the ocean and its borders. Its flight 
is majestic, and like the Raven it sous in wide circles to a 
great elevation; at which times its loud and raucous cry 
or laughing bark of 'calc' cak 'calc is often heard. Like the 
keen eyed Eagle it is extremely shy and wary, most difficult 
of access, and rarely obtained but by accident or stratagem. 
It is the particular enemy of the graceful Eider, pouncing 
upon and devouring its young on every occasion, and often 
kills considerable sized Ducks. In pursuit of crabs or lob
liters it plunges beneath the water; has the ingenuity to 
pick up a sheU-fish, and carrying it high in the air drops it 
upon a rock to obtain its contents; it catches moles, rats, 
young hares; gives chase to the Willow Grous, and sucks 
her eggs, or devours her callow brood; it is even so indis
criminate in its ravenous and cannibal cravings as to devour 
the eggs of its own species. In short it has no mercy on 
any object that can contribute in any way to allay the cra
vings of its insatiable hunger and delight in cllJ'nage. 
Though cowardly towards man, before whom it abandons 
its young, its sway among the feathered tribes is so fierce, 
that even the different species of Lestris, themselves daring 
pirates, give way at its approach. 

In Europe the Saddle-Backed Gull breeds as far south as 
the Lundy Islands in the Bristol channel, in England. Mr. 
A.udubon, who lately visited the dreary coast of Labrador, 
found them breeding there on rocks, laying about 3 eggs, 
large, and of a dirty dull brown, all over spotted and splashoo 
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ed with dark brown. The young, as !lOOn as hatched, walk 
about among the rocks, patiently waiting the return of their 
parents, who supply them amply with food until they h&
come able to 6y, after which, as among the true rapacious 
birds, they are driven off and abandoned to their own 
resources. 

This species, like others, does not attain its complete pl~ 
mage until the third year, and Mr. A. is of opinion that L. 
argenlatoides is no more than the immature bird. He was 
led also to this belief by seeing both birds, as described 
by authors, breeding together. The eggs and young are 
eatable, the latter taken before they are able to fly, are 
pickled in large quantities, and used in Newfoundland for 
winter provision. 

The leDgth of the Black-Backed Gull ie nearly 30 inchee; the 
alar stretch 5 feet 9 or 10 inchee. The female about 2 inches amaller. 
- Winter plUfM{le of tAe old birth i with the summit of the head. 
legion of the eyee, occiput and nape, white, but with all the feathen 
longitudinally 6treaked with pale brown. Front, throat, neck, all 
the lower parts, back and tail, pure white. Top of the back, acapu
lara, and wings deep black, appearing clouded with bluish. Quills 
towards their ends black, all terminating in a large white space. 
Bill whitish-yellow, the angle of the lower mandible bright red.. 
Orbits red. Iris bright yellow marbled with brown. Feet of a dull 
white. 

In the BUmmer OT breeding plUfM{le, the summit of the head, re
gion of the eyee, occiput and nape are perfectly white without any 
brown spot: the orbits orange, but the rest of the plumage as ill 
winter. 

JAGERS. (LESTRIS, Illiger.) 

WITH the BILL moderate, robust, hard, cylindric, sharp-edged, 
compre86ed, and hooked at the tip; upper mandible with the ridge 
ud tip distinct, and covered beyond the nostrils by a cele; \he 
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lower of one piece, Iborter, angular beneath, and obtuM at the ex
tremity NOSTRILS toWardB the point of the bill; lateral, oblique. 
narrow, perviOUB, CIOBed behind by the cere. T".".. channelled. 
IIC1lte, slightly cleft at the end. FEET slender; naked .pace above 
the knee moderate; tanuB eqnal to the middle toe, acaly behind; 
webB of the feet entire; lateral toes edged eneriorly with a narrow 
membrane; hind toe very Bmall, placed almost on a level with the 
anterior, reating on the ground: nails strong, much cu"ed and very 
acnte. Wing' moderate, acute; lat primary longest. Tail B1ightly 
rounded, consiBting of 12 feathers, the two middle onel very long. 

The I18xes alike in plumage: the young differing from the adult, 
and changing repeatedly. They moult twice in the year without 
changing their colors, which are generally dark brown, with white 
or light tints on the neck and under surface of the body. The Y011l1l 
more spotted than the old, and with the middle tail feathers scarcely 
longer than the others. The adult is distinguished by the presence 
of these two long feathers. The head and eyes are large, and the 
neck rather stout. 

These are bold and predacioUB birds, excepting in the breed
ing season, and during migration almost constantly out at sea. 
Their lIight is high, IIOIIring and majestic, deacribing circles round 
the objecta in which they are in quest, at times they are said to ap
pear as if twubling over, and then fly in ahort cu"es. They are 
uually seen only in pairs, are voracious and parasitic, seizing their 
prey from other birds, particularly from the Terns and Gulls, and 
sometimes laying contribution even on the gigantic and cowardly 
A1batr088; they thu attack their providers on the wing and 
C&1llIIl them to drop or diagorge their prey, which they then 
seize before it arrives at the water. They also often provide 
for themaelres, feeding on floating objeots, u they never dive, and 
sometimes live on the flesh of cetaceoUB animals, shell-fish, molua
ca, eggs, and young birds. They inhabit the Antarctic u well u 
the Arctic 8eU, migrating only short distances towards the warmer 
climates in the severity of winter; they then sometimes seek out 
the abelter of bays and inlets, and appear leu active and COu.r&geOUB 
than ordinary. They congregate in numbers to breed in the cold 
regions which they prefer, nesting in tufts of graas, on rocka, or 
merely on the sands. The eggs are 1 or 2. They abow great cour
age in defence of their young, attacking indift'erently every thing 
which approaches their eyries. 
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TIM genaa coDlriata at prateDt of about 6 BpIIciea, aU found in the 
AmericaD continent, and moat of them common to the coldest regiou 
ofboth hemispheres. They were formerly united with the Guu., 
of which they have the general port, and &Ie equally related to tile 
PetJele and Albatrose; aad ill their habits bear 80_ di8taDt anal., 
to the Eagles. 

SKUA GULL. 

(Lutris eato.,.,tUtu, TElilM. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 792. BolU.p. Syno,.. 
No. 304. LB."", eato.,.,tUtu, GlilEL. LATH. Ind. ap. 12. Sku 
Gull, LATH. Syn. vi. p.385. PEn. Brit. Zool. p. 140. t. L. 6. 
Arct. Zoo!. No. 460. CoI./w,rad4 Skua, BRUIIIIICH, No. 125.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Bill ahort, very stout, much curved; middle or long 
tail feathers equally broad throughout; tarsus about 2, inches 
long, moderately rough with scales. -Adult dark brown, neck and 
beneath greyish-rufous. Young wholly brownish, varied with 
ferruginous tints. 

THIS daring Yager, or fe.athered pirate of the oooaa 
has spread its dominion to the extremes of both hemi
spheres, dwelling chiefly on the hyperboreal or antarctic 
seas. It is found in the Hebrides, Orkney, Shetland, and 
FarOe Islands, as well as in Norway and Iceland. In Amer
ica, it is found in the high northern regions; then again ia 
many parts of the Pacific, at Port Egmont in the Falkland 
Islands, (hence called Port Egmont Hens.) In the latter 
end of December, their breeding season in that hemisphere, 
at Christmas Sound in Terra del Fuego, they were fotmd 
in great plenty, making their nests in the dry grass. They 
are also seen to tbe east of New Zealand. Such is the 
extensive geographic range of this species, according to 
Pennant and otbers, at the same time, we may fairly doubt 
the identity of the northern and southern birds, since they 
are but rarely seen on their passage any great distance 
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towards the south. Oft" the coast of Newfoundland, proba
bly this species is seen in June, widely exploring the 
ocean, and in the depth of winter, they migrate into the 
bays along the coast of Massachusetts, but I believe they 
are nearly unknown as far south as the coast of New 
lersey. As tlle supposed identic species of the two hemi
spheres appear therefore never to meet in their range to 
warmer countries, proceeding rarely, if ever, into the trop
ics, we may almost rest satisfied that, however closely allied, 
they are still of distinct races, originating from different 
ereative points of the globe. 

The Cataract Yager, so called by Linnleus from the ra
pidity and violence with which it darts down on its prey, is 
a very bold and voracious species. Like the Eagle it some
times pounces upon the domestic flocks, and tearing up 
a lamb, carries the mangled pieces to feed its craving 
brood. In the rocky island of Foula, however, better sup
plied with its ordinary fare from the deep, it even refrains 
from injuring the poultry, and in its enmity to the Eagle, 
defends the flocks from its attacks; so different, according 
to circumstances are the habits and propensities of animals. 
It however often preys on the small Gulls and other birds 
with all the rapacity of a Hawk, and for which its powerful 
elaws seem to indicate both the ability and instinctive incli
nation. It is often, at the same time, satisfied with seizing 
on the fish, which its accidental provider easily disgorges 
whenever alarmed. In defence of its young its temerity 
scarcely knows any bound, it will at such times often attack 
a whole company of men, should they disturb it, or molest 
its cherished brood. A fter the breeding season, old and 
young take to the sea, in small companies or pairs, and 
venture, like the Albatross, boldly and securely over the 
wide ocean. Off the stormy Cape of Good Hope and Cape 
Hom, as in the middle of the vast Atlantic, these black 
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aud piratical birds, like weathered mariners, are seen to 
levy their contributions upon the inhabitants of the deep, 
lIOaring on high above the mountain wave, and Sying out 
in easy circling tours like 110 many boding Ravens, 0cca

sionally reconnoitering at a distance the sailing vessel thai 
accidentally ventures across t;beir wide and desolate domaiJt. 
10 the southern hemisphere, bold and predaceous by pri" .... 
"on, the Skua Jager is frequently seen to attack the gigan-. 
tic Albatross, beating it with violence while on the wing, and. 
who generally escapes from the daring free-hooter alone by. 
settling down into the water. Still the Jager himself suc
cumbs to the rage and violence of the elements, and at the 
approach, or during the continuance of the tempest, he c0n

descends to seek out the shelter of the bay or the neighbor
ing coast. They are also not unfrequently associated with 
the Common Tern, and have a somewhat similar cry. 

The Skua, like the larger Gulls, commonly feeds on fish 
and mollusea, as well as on carrion and cetaceous animals, 
and seeking out the nests of other marine birds, he robs 
them frequently of their eggs. They nest themselves in the 
remote and cold regions, associating in large bands, on the 
summits of mountains, or in the herbage and heath CO~ 
tiguous to the coast. They lay 3 or 4 very pointed olivace
ous eggs, sprinkled with large brown spots. 

The length of the Cataract is about 2 feet or under; the alar 
streteh 4. feet. Head and region of the eyes dark brown. Neck 
and all the lower parts reddish-grey, tinged with pale brown. Back 
and IIC8.pulara dull rufous, the lateral borders of the feathers dark 
brown. Wing coverts, secondaries, and tail feathers brown. Quills 
white for half their length, the remaining part dark brown; sbafts of 
the quills and of the tail feathers white. Feet, nails, and bill deep 
black, the latter brown at its base. Iris brown. The long tail 
feathers extend to 8, 4, or 5 inchel. 
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POMARINE JAGER. 

(LuttV JHHI'Miu, Tz ... ii. p. 798. Boup. Bynope. No. 305. 
RIC BARD. North. Zoo!. ii. p. 429. and Append. Parry'. 2d. Voy. p. 
861. No. 96. Bu. Fi1'It Voy. Do. p. ccvi. p. 119. Eequimaax 
Jreuk, RUDSOII'S B.U' RBSIDBIITB. Le SttJre",aire ro"', BRIIS. 

Om. n. p. 152. No. 2. tab. 18. fig. 2. [the young of the year.] aho 
MBYI:R, tab. 20. (Fel_ MI'!Oe.) LA,... poruitim6, METBB, Vog. 
De.t. ftIl. v. I. lief\. 21. [a good figure.] AVDU1IOII, ic. ined.) 

8., Can.ACT. - Bill ahort, much curved; long tail feather. rounded 
at the end, and of the same breadth thronghout; tarln.little more 
'than 2 inches long, behind covered with Itrong asperities. - Add 
datk brown, beneath white; feather. of the nppeT part of the 
'tIeek long, .Iender, and pointed, gl088y yellow. Yowag wholly 
brownish, varied with ruf008. 

TRIS species, like moat of the others, cbiefly inhabits the 
Aretic !eas of both eobtinents, from whenee they migrate 
short distances in winter, and are tben seen in Sweden 
and Norway, and perhaps also in the Orkneys and the west 
of Scotland; the old very ruely visit the banks of the Rhine 
bel the coasts of the oCean; tile young are more given to 
9Uldering, and ue sometimes even seen upon the lakes of 
Switzerland and Germany. According to Ricbudson the 
PomuiRe Yager is seen in the Arctic seas of America and 
the northern outlets of Hodson's Bay. Mr. Audubon ob
tained specimens on the coast of· Labrador. It sobeiMs OR 

putrid and other animal substances thrown up by the aea, 
and also on fish and other matters which the Golls disgorge 
when pursoed by it; it also devours the eggs of sea birds. 
It goes more to sea in winter, and also towards the south, 
arriving at Hudson's Bay in May, coming in from seawud. 
It is rare and accidental on the coast of the United States. 

The Pc)fIluine Yager breeds in elevated spots in the 
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marshes, or upon roeks, making a coarsely interlaced nest of 
the surrounding moss and herbage, laying 2 or 3 very 
pointed eggs of a greyish-olive, marked with a small number 
of blackish spots. 

Length (excluding the central tail feathers) 18 inches; long tail 
feathers 9, inches; wing 15 inches; bill from above 1 inch 7 lines; 
tarsus about 2 inches. - Summer plltmage (male;) with the head, 
Deck, under eye-lid, a patch at the cornt'r of the mouth, back, winga 
and tail, browniBh-black; flanks and aides. of the breast blotched 
with the Bame. Shafts of the quill and tail feathera white, except at 
their qps. Neck straw yellow. Auricul&r8, chin, throat, breast. and 
belly white. Vent and under tail covert.J blackish-brown. Bill dark 
brown, tipped with black. Legs and feet black; a broad band of 
pale lead color on the leg below the knee.* Tail slightly rounded. 
Tarsua covered posteriorly by rough angular scalea, resembling thoIIe 
of some pine cones; anteriorly the lower two thirds are acute, and 
covered by strong keeled scales, very different from those of L. per
uitiea, in which the anterior scales resemble those of a Gull. 

In the adolt bird of Temminck, the neck is of a golden yellow, 
and there is upon the breast a wide collar formed of brown spots.. 
In birtU of middle age, according to the same author, the whole body 
is of a dark brown; the long neck feathers yellowish-brown; the 2 
long tail feathers shorter than in the adult i the bill and feet as in 
the adults. (male and female.) 

77u yov,7I{f of the YUlr, are in general dull or blackish-brown, varied 
with rufous edgings and crescents; transverse zig-zags of the 8&Dl8 

on the belly and flanks. Tail coverts above and below atriped with 
wide blackish and rufous bands. Base of the bill greenish-blue, the 
point black. Feet bluish-ash, the base of the toes and webs white, 
the reat black. Hind nail white. The long tail feathers not ezceed
ing the reat more than half an inch. 

• Given for tbe II"" time in Audubon .. ucellent IIpre, wllicb I IIaft _ 
Dooa tb" cbarac&er reell, eJ;1It In tbe EIuopean 1p84;Im8nsl 
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ARCTIC JAGER. 

(Lutris pM'1Iritiea, TE ••. ii. p. 796? RJCRAaD. North. Zool. ii. p. 
430. L. B"ffoaii, Bour. Synope. No. 306? The Arctic Bird, 
EDWAJtDS, pl. 148?) 

Sr. CBAIlACT. - Bill about It inchel meuured from the front, 
IItraight and aotched; middle tail feathel'll gradually terminating 
in long, .render, sub-linear, acute points; tareua 16 mcbee loag, 
slightly rongh, yellowish. -Adult brown, neck and breut Itraw 
yellow, below white. Ytn&Rg wholly brownish. 

TOls species inhabits the Arctic aea coasts of America 
and Europe in the summer, migrating to more temperate 
parts in winter, particularly the young, which are sometimes 
seen on the coast of the United States. They abound in 
the remo~ and desolate region of Melville Peninsula, the 
North Georgian Islands, Baffin's Bay, and Spitzbergen. In 
its habits and manners it resembles the preceding species. 

The length of this kind is about 15 inches, (excluding the long 
eentral tail feathers;) these long feathel'll are 12 inches 3 line.; bill 
from above, 1 inch 1 or 2 lines; tal'llUl 16 inches. Adult, with the 
crown, nape, qnillsand tail, pitch black. Back, BcapuM, and lesser 
wing coverts, blackish.brown, with a tinge of grey. ShaRe of the 
tail and quills whitish, except on their tips. Head beneath the level 
or the eye, neck above and below, and breut, straw yellow. Ante
rior part of the belly whitish; posterior parts, flanks and under tail 
coverts brownish.grey. Interior of the wing blackish.grey. Bill 
ftvid; its tip, the knee joints and feet, blackish. Tanus largely 
blotched with yellow. Wings longer than the lateral tail feathl'rs. 
Tbe long tail fcathel'll project half a foot beyond the othel'll. Tal'll us 
slender, reticulated behind with minute, conical, and rather acute 
seales. 
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BROAD-BILLED JAGER. 

(LulrU c~kfUl. NOBIS. StercorarifUI CeppkfUl, LEAcH. Cat. Museum. 
RICRUD. North. Zool. ii. p. 432. [in note.] LulrU ptJruititJa1 
BOII..\P. Synop8. No. 807. Aretic Gull, LnH. Die Pol_e, 
LEUCY. Reise, Th. 3. S. 224. tab. 11.) 

Sr. CRAllACT. - Bill about I! inches long, straight, broad at base, 
entire; middle tail feathers very long, abruptly narrowing towards 
the extremity, being slender and acute at point; tarsUB It inches 
long, with the protuberances obsolete. - AtWlt, blackish-brown, 
neck and beneath white, the former tinged with yellow. The 
?JOU1&lf wholly brownish. 

THIS species, like the former, inhabits the Arctic seas, 
and hyperborean regions, migrating short distances. and 
chiefly out seaward, towards milder climates in the course 
of the winter. It resides indifferently both in America and 
Arctic Europe. The young are sometimes, though very 
rarely, seen near the United States. Dr. Leach's specimens 
were killed in Hecla Bay, Spitzbergen, by Sir Edward 
Parry's party, where the species was abundant. 

Total length 0 inches; excluding the central wi feathers 16 inches; 
theac long feathers 0 inches; wing IS inches; length of the bill 
from above, 1 inch 2 lines, the bill to the rictus 2 inches; the tarsus 
I inch 8 lines; the middle toe 1 inch S lines. -Adult, with the head 
above and before the eye, the whole dorsal plumage, wings and wi. 
nearly uniform blackish-grey. The quills and end of the tail nearly 
black, tlleir shafts white. Neck above and below, as well as the 
throat, straw-yellow. Breast, a pateh under the wings, and under 
WI coverts, dark greenish-grey. Belly and sides white. BiU horn 
color above; its tip, the legs, and feet black: transverse diameter of 
the bill in front 7 lines. The middle wi feathers are an inch and & 

quarter wide at the baac, retaining most of their breadth until they 
pass the rest of the WI feathers, whence they suddenly and evenly 
taper to an acute point that projects S inches beyond the adjoining 
feathers. Tarsus stout, smooth behind; the scales somewhat ele ... &

ted, though not pointed, and larger and &.rther apart than in the 
preceding species. 
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(Lutris Richaruonii, SWAIIISOII. RICHARD. and SWAIIIS. North. 
Zool. ii. p. 433. pI. 73.) 

SI'. CHARACT. - The whole plumage brown; the 2 middle tail feath
ers abruptly acuminated: tarsus black, 22 lines long.- YOtmg 

unknown. 

THIS species, according to Dr. Richardson, breeds in con
siderable numbers in the Barren Grounds, at a distance from 
the coast, in the latitude of about 65°. It feeds on shelly 
mollusca, which abound in the small lakes of the fur coun
tries; and it harasses the Gulls in the same way with others 
of the genus. This species is occasionally seen in winter, 
in the inland bays in the vicinity of Boston, flying about in 
pairs, or sitting on the water. 

Total length 22 inches 8 lines; exclusive of the central tail feath
ers 19: these long feathers 9 inches; the wing 18A inches; the bill 
ftoom above, 1 inch 1 line, from the rictus 1 inch 10 lines; the tarallll 
also 1 inch and 10 lines; the middle toe 1 inch 5 lines. - .I1tlvU. 
with the upper plumage deep blackish-brown, the back of the neck 
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paler. Quills and tail pitch-black. The shafts of the primaries and of 
the central tail feathers white to near the tips. Beneath hair-brown, 
mixed on the ears and sides of the neck with yellowish-brown. Un-
der tail coverts darker. Axillaries a.nd inner wing coverts .black. 
Intcrior of the quills greyish-brown, paler than any other part of the 
plumage. Bill greenish-black, towards the base cylindrical, being 
very slightly higher than broad i culmen rounded i upper mandible 
towards the end rather hooked, and destitutc of a distinct notch. 
L egs and feet of a shining velvet black. Wings an inch longer 
than the lateral tail feathers i the primaries acute, the secondaries 
truncated. Thighs bare for 8 lines. The tarsi protected anteriorly 
by strong falciform or crescent-shaped scales i reticulated behind, lUI 

well 8.8 the knee and tarsal joints. The soles of the feet and sides 
of the toes and webs covered with small thick scales, which have 
each a raised central ridge, or a sharp point. 

SWALLOW-PETRELS. (TJIALASSIDROllfA, Vigors.) 

IN these small birds of the ocean, the BILL is shorter than the 
head, slender, attenuated, much compressed, acute, and hooked at 
the point i upper mandible slightly seamed on each side i the lower 
shorter. N OSTRI LS contained in a single tube carried out on the 
top of the bill . FEET rather long and slender i naked space above 
the knee extensive: tarsus longer than the middle toe, smooth i 
middle toe nearly equal with tlle outer, the inner shortest: webs of 
the toes small and somewhat indented: the hind toe merely a slen
der, acute nail. Wings long and acuminated : the 1st primary 
shorter than the 3d; the 2d longest. Tail of 12 feathers, emarginate 
or forked. 

The sexes nlike in plumage i and the young scarcely differ from 
the adult in tllis respect. They are sa.id to moult twice in the year 
without changing their colors i which are blackish, with more or 
less of white, usually on the rump. They are the smallest of we~ 
footed birds. 

These are oceanic birds, wandering out far from the land nearly at 
all seasons of the year, and are found in all parts of the world. 
Their flight is rapid, like that of the swallows, which they 80 much 
resemble in general appearance i they fly low, skimming tlle water, 
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and attentively scanning its surface for their diminutive prey of 
marine insects and small mollusca. They venture out at all times 
of the day in quest of their accidental fare, and follow the wakes of 
vessels partly for the animal productions which are thus whirled to 
the surface, and not leSd for the fat and other animal matters which 
are occasionally ejected from the decks. In stormy wealher they 
easily find shelter from the blast by skimming through the valleys 
of the mountain waves. They are often seen tripping upon the 
surface of the waler, while eagerly engaged in seizing their food, 
balancing themselves with singu lar lightness, by gently flapping and 
fanning their expanded wings. At snch times they of len dip their 
heads beneath the water, and though they swim and rest upon that 
element at night and in fine weather, they arc incapable of diving. 
Their voice is low, guttural, and somewhal chattering, particularly at 
night and during calm weather. They breed in society ncar the sea, 
selecting for their nests the holes and cavities of rocks, which they 
sometimes burrow out for lhemselves, but ollen make use of the 
deserted resorls of other hiding animals; the eggs are 1 or 2, and 
they feed their young by disgorging food ; at these times, and on 
other occasions, they are observed to hide themselves by day, and 
sally out only towards twilight in pursuit of their prey. They are, 
however, by no means nocturnal when at sea, and are seen alike in 
fair or foul wealher, but scarcely follow vessels but in breczea, as 
their own ordinary resources for obtaining food nrc equally produc
tive in calm weather. 

A small and natural genus1 consisting of about 5 nearly allieq 

species, 
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WILSON'S STOR.MY PETR:EL. 

(TIaclIU8idrOfflIJ WU.onii, Doup. Synope. No. 808. Stormy Petrel, 
(Procdlaria pelagiCIJ,) WILSOII, vii. p. 90. pI. 60. fig. 6. Procel
Zaria Wil8tn1ii, BOIIAP. Joum. Acad. Nat. Sc. Philad. vi. p. 231 . pl. 
9. [lower figure .] Phil. Museum, No. 3034.) 

Sp. CUARACT. - Deep BOoty black; upper tail coverts wholly white; 
tail nearly even, the wings eztcnding a little beyond ita eztremity ; 
tube of the nostril. recurved; tareus 11 inche. long; a yellow 
8pO~ on the webs of the toes. 

THIS ominous harbinger of the deep is seen nearly 
throughout the whole expanse of the Atlantic, from New
foundland to the tropical parts of America, whence it 
wanders even to Africa and the coasts of Spain. From the 
ignorance and superstition of mariners, an unfavorable 
prejudice has long been entertained against these adven
turous and harmlel's wanderers, and as sinister messengers 
of the storm, in which they are often involved with the 
vessel they follow, they have been very unjustly stigmatized 
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WILSON'S STOaJIT "TREL. 

by the name of Stormy Petrels, Devil's Birds, and Mothe~ 
Carey's Chickens. At nearly all seasons of the year these 
Swallow-Petrels, in small flocks are seen wandering almost 
alone, over the wide waste of the ocean. 

On the edge of soundings, as the vessel loses sight of the 
distant headland, and launches into the depths of the un
oounded and fearful abyss of waters, flocks of these dark, 
swift flying, and ominous birds begin to shoot around the 
vessel, and finally take their station in her foaming wake. 
In this situation, as humble dependents, they follow for 
their pittance of fare, constantly and keenly watching the 
agitated surge for floating mollusca, and are extremely grati
fied with any kind of fat animal matter thrown overboard, 
which they invariably discover, however small the mOl'!eI, 
or mountainous and foaming the raging wave on which it 
may happen to float. On making such discovery they sud
denly stop in their airy and swallow-like flight, and whirl 
instantly down to the water. Sometimes nine or ten thus 
crowd together like a flock of chickens scrambling for the 
same morsel, at the same time pattering 00 the water with 
their feet, as if walking 00 the surface, they balance them
selves with gently fluttering and outspread wings, and often 
dip down their heads to collect the sinking object in pursuit. 
On other occasions, as if seeking relief from their almost 
perpetual exercise of flight, they jerk and hop widely over 
the water, rebounding as their feet touch the surface, with 
great agility and alertness. 

There is something cheerful and amusiog in the sight of 
these little voyaging flocks, steadily following after the 
vessel, so light and unconcerned, across the dreary ocean. 
During a gale it is truly interesting to witness their intre
pidity and address. U napalled by the storm that strikes terror 
into the breast of the mariner, they are seen coursing wildly 
and rapidly over the waves, descending their sides, then 
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WEB-FOOTED BIRDS. 

mounting with the breaking surge which threateDs to b1lJ'8t 
over their heads, sweeping through the hollow waves as in a 
sheltered valley, and again mounting with the rising billow, 
it trips and jerks sportively and securely on the surface of 
the roughest sea, defying the horror of the storm, and like 
some magic being seems to take delight in braving o\"er
whelming danger. At other times we see the_e aerial 
mariners playfully coursing from side to ide in the wake of 
the ship, making excursions far and wide on every ide, 
now in advance, then far behind, returning again to the 
vessel, as if she were stationary, though moving at ehe mo t 
rapid rate. A little after dark they generally cease their 
arduous course, and take their interrupted rest upon the 
water, arriving in the wake of the vessel they had left, as I 
have observed, by about 9 or 10 o'clock of the following 
morning. In this way we were followed by the same flock 
of birds to the soundings of the Azores, and until we came 
in sight of the Isle of Flores. 

According to Buffon the Petrel acquires its name from the 
apostle Peter, who is also said to have walked upon the water. 
At times we hear from the e otherwise silent birds by day, a 
low tOtet, ?Out, and in their craving anxiety, apparently to 
obtain something from us, they utter a low twittering 'pc-i'tp, 
or chirp. In the night, when disturbed by the pas~age of 
the vessel, they rise in a low, vague and hurried Right from 
the water, and utter a singular guttural chattering, like 
kUk kuk k'k, k'k, or something similar, ending usually in a 
sort of low twitter like that of a Swallow. 

These Petrels are said to breed in great numbers on the 
rocky shores of the Bahama and the Bermuda island, and 
along some parts of the coast of East Florida, and uba. 
Mr. Audubon informs me that they also breed in large 
flocks on the mud and sand islands off Cape Sable, in 
Nova Scotia, burrowing downwards from the urface to the 



WILBON'S STORlIIY PETREL. 

depth of a foot or more. They alBO commonly employ the 
holes and cavities of rocks near the sea for this purpose. 
The eggs, according to Mr. Audubon, are 3, white and 
translucent. After the period of incubation they return to 
feed their young only during the night, with the oily food 
which they raise from their stomachs. At these times they 
are heard through most part of the night, making a cOo
tinued cluttering BOund like &ogs. In June and July, or 
about the time that they breed, they are still seen out at sea 
for scores of leagues from the land, the swiftness of their 
flight allowing them daily to make these vast excursions in 
quest of their ordinary prey; aDd hence, besides their sus
picious appearance in braving storms, as if aided by the 
dark Ruler of the Air, they breed, according to the vulgar 
opinion of sailors, like no other honest bird, for taking no 
time for the purpose on land, they merely hatch their egg 
under their wings, as they sit on the water I 

The food of this species, according to Wilson, appears to 
consist, as he says, of the gelatinous spora of the Gulf
weed (PuCUI natans) as we]] as small fish, barnacles, and 
probably many small mollusca. Their flesh is rank, oily, 
and unpleasant to the taste. Their food is even converted 
into oil by the digestive process, and they abound with it to 
such a degree, that, according to Brunnich, the inhabitants. 
of the Fero Isles make their carcases to serve the purpose 
of a candle, by drawing a wick through the mouth and 
rump, which being lighted, the flame is for a considerable 
time supported by the fat and oil of the body. 

Wilson'. Petrel is about 6, inche. in length; the alar extent being 
about 131. The bill black. Head, back, and lower parts browniah
black. Greater wing covertl pale brown, minutely tipped with 
white. Sides of the vent and whole tail covertl pure white. Wings 
and tail black, the latter nearly even at the tip, or but slightly 
wked: (in lOme specimena 2 or 8 of the exterior tail feathers are 
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WEB-I'OOTED BIRDS. 

white for about an inch at their base.) Lega and naked part of the 
thighs black ~ Blight rudiments of a hind toe. The membrane of the 
foot is marked with a spot of straw yellow, and finely serrated along 
the edges. Iridll dark broWJl. 

FORK-TAILED STORMY PETREL. 

(TIuJltuIidr_ Le4ckii, D01UP. Jonrn. Acad. Nat. Se. Philad. vi. p. -
229. pl. 9. [upper figure.] et SynoplI. No. 809. Fork-Tail Petrel, 
(ProceUariafuTcota1) LATH. PElfII'. Aret. Zool. No. 463. Pro
uUaria LMehii, Tux. ii. p. 812.) 

SP. eBARACT. - Sooty greyish-black; upper tail coverts white, with 
dusky .hafts; tail deeply forked, the winga not extending be
yond its extremity; tube of the nostrils somewhat inclined upwarda 
and obliquely truncated; tareus 1 inch long. 

THIS species inhabits throughout the whole of the north
ern parts of the Atlantic, seeming thus to supply the place 
of the preceding in the colder latitudes. It was, I believe, 
discovered by Mr. Bullock, the enterprising traveller and 
well known collector in the Isle of St. Kilda, one of the 
Orkneys, where they were rather common, but associated 
in small numbers. A second individual was killed on the 
coasts of Picardy in France. According to the Prince of 
Musignano, they are not rare on the banks of Newfound
land. The Fork-Tailed Petrel of Pennant, probably the 
same species, was taken among the ice between Asia and 
America. A few years ago Mr.lves obtained a straggler in 
the vicinity of Ipswich, on the coast. Their habits and 
mode of feeding appear to be wholly similar with the pre
ceding, seizing insects from the surface of the water, never 
diving, and pattering on its surface with outstretched wings. 
They nest on the borders of pools and near the sea, in rat
holes, and the clefts of rocks, where, when on shore, and 
probably only in the breeding season, they remain con-
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eealed almost the whole day. They are sud to lay but a 
single egg, almost round, and wholly white. 

Length about 76 inches. Above sooty greyiah-br.ck; beneath. 
ehade lighter. Top of the head aomewhat darker. Wings pitch 
black; 2d primary longest, the ht and 2d acute at the ends j the 1st 
a little longer than the 8d j the graduation very rapid beyond the 
4th. Wing coverts fading into white at the extremities, and outer 
edrs so .. to produce the appearance of a greyish mantle. Scapu
lars broad and short, slightly tipped with white, extending to the 
top of the rump, which is white just above the tail; some of the 
longer tail coverts are however dusky and white. Sides.of the rump 
white. All the feathers close and thick. Tail forked, the 1st feather 
bale an inch ahorter than the relit, all blunt or rounded at the ends. 
Legs, feet, and bill, black. The bill t of an inch long; the tube of 
the nostrils rather short, inclined a little upwards, and obliquely 
truncated. - For an opportunity of describing this rare species .. it 
occurs in America, I am indebted to ME. I ves, who now poaaeasel the 
-,ecimen• 

STORMY PETREL. 

(77uIluftdrOlllll peiagW, VIOORS. BolUP. Bynops. No.3. Append. 
(note 27.) Proullaria peiagW, LATH. sp.19. TE ••. Man. d'Orn. 
ii. p. 810. BONAP. in Journ. Acad. Phil. iv. p. 'J!l1. pI. 8. Stormy 
Petrel, LATH. Suppl. i. p. 269. EDWARDS, Glean. t. 90. PENII. 
Brit. Zool. p. 146. t. L. 5. La P~trel, BRISS. vi. p. 140. t. 13. 
fig. 1.) 

SP. CHARACT.-Sooty black i upper tail coverts white, with black 
tiJIII i tail even, the wings extending a little beyond it i tube of the 
nOitrils nearly Itraight i tarBus seven eighthl of an inch long. 

THERE is reaaon to believe that this, .. well .. the preceding 
1IpeCie., inhabitl the whole Atlantic, and is conaequently found on 
the couts of the United Staq,s .. well .. thOle of Europe. In abort, 
most of the Btormy Petrels, which I have seen off the soundings of 
the coast, have uniformly had black feet and even tails i .. tar .. I 
"eoold judge at the near distance to which they aometime. approach
ed the veMel in which I was Ailing. 
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WEB-FOOTED BIRDS. 

The Stormy Petrel breeds in the Orkneya and Hebridetl, in the 
holes and clefts of inaceeuible clifiil impending over the sea, prob. 
bly also on the American cout or it. islands, and are at this time BO 

engaged in incubation as to .uA"er themselves to be taken oft" their 
nest. by hand. Thu the female. constantly hiding in their DeIItII 

wben on shore, have been BUppoaed nocturnal in their general 
habit., 1Fhile at the IllUDe time the males ani abroad thronghout the 
whole day. The eggs of this specieB are uid to be 2, of a soiled 
white, with a circle of ferruginouB &eckles around the larger end. 

The manners of this bird are so precisely similar with those of 
Wilson'B Stormy Petrel, the species having, till lately, been con
sidered as one, that what has been advanced in the history of the 
former is equally applicable to the present. This species, as well as 
the two former, according to Audubon, indeed breed in the aandr 
illands oft" Cape Sable in Nova Scotia. 

Length of the Stormy Petrel about 6 inches. With the hetul, 
back, winge and tail of a dull black; below BOOty brown. A wide 
transverse band of white upon the rump. 8e&pulara and aeeon. 
rieB tipped with white. Tail and quills black. Bill and feet wholly 
black. lriB brown. - In the ytnmg the tint. are darker, the edgee 
of the feathers sooty, or somewhat rufou; but in all other respeeta 
they resemble the adult.. 

PETRELS. (PaOCELLARIA, Lin.) 

b these birds the BILL is about as long as the head, robnst, broad, 
hard, sub.cylindric and sharp on the edges, depreBBed at the bue, 
compreBBed and suddenly swelled towards the point: the upper 

, mandible deeply seamed each side, strongly hooked and acute at the 
tip; the lower aborter and narrower, angular beneath, truncated at 
the end. NOITIULI uuited in a common tube on the top the bill 
Tongue entire, conic. FEET stout i naked Bpace above the knee 
small; tarsus shorter than the middle toe j webs large and entire j 
the hind toe merely a thick and blunt nail. Wiag. very long and 
acute j lit primary longest. TaU of 14 feathen, ~QDdecla ot wedp
shaped. 

Digitized by Google 



GIANT PETREL. 

Pl1lDlll(9 of the _s alike; IUld the yOUDg diA"eriDg but liUle 
fiom the adult. They moult twice a yelZ without changing their 
cOlora; in which white is prevalent. 

The true Petrels are IlZge birds living generally flZ out at sea, or 
on desolate islands, amidst rocks and ice-bergs in the coldest regions 
of the Arctic IUld Antu:ctic circles. They venture farther on the 
GCeIUl thlUl any other birds, regardless of the tempest they seem only 
aroaaed into greater activity at its approach. They fly, rest, IUld 
walk upon the waves; steadily impelled by the blast, their wide 
Bpread w~, like the sails of a ship seem scarcely to require lUly 
motion. Tbeir food is fish, and the Besh of dead cetaceous, or other 
marine IUlimals, mollusca, and sometimes vegetablea. They &180-

date in great numbers to breed in the clefta of rocks, or in holetl 
burrowed in the earth, where they hide themaelvea during the period 
of incubation, and never come to land at any other time. They lay 
only one large egg; and feed their young by bringing up into the bill 
their half digested and oily food. In defence of their oiFapring they 
have a singular faculty of spurting oil upon their antagonists. Their 
voice is guttural and stridulous, and is often heard re&OUDding from 
the depths of their burrows. The apecies are few IUld found in aU 
latitudes; only one in the northern hemisphere. They are allied to 
the larger Gull •• 

GIANT PETREL. 

(Procel1aria giga"llUa, GXEL. LATH. Synops. vi. p. 896. QruiraJlttJ-
1wuS08, (Bone-breaker) BOUG. Voy. p. 68. COOK'S Voyage, ii. p. 
205. FORSTER's Voy. p. 516. BUFFON, ix. p.519. Giant Petrel, 
PENN. Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 249. No. 461.) 

SP. CH .... RA.CT. - Brownish, spotted with white; below white; back, 
wings, and tail brown; bill IUld legs yellow. 

These gigantic birds, ludicrously called by the sailors 
Mother Carey's Geese, inhabit the two remote extremities of 
the American continent, being found in Staaten Land, Tel'
ra del Fuego, the Isle of Desolation, and other places in high 
BOuth latitudes; as well as in 410 10" north, in March, 
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330 WEB-FOOTED BIlmS. 

and off the coasts of Nootka Sound in April j and &gRiD 

further north on the American coast, in May, in pairs; from 
which it is probable they also breed in the northern as well 
as the southern hemisphere. In the sea between America 
and Kamtschatka~ the rocks of the intervening chain of 
islands were quite covered by their flocks; and SteUer saw 

, multitudes feeding on a dead whale 200 versts from land. 
Captain Cook met with them in vast numbers in Christmas 
Harbor, Kerguelin's island, in December, where they were 
so tame as to suffer themselves to be knocked on the head 
with sticks on the beach. 

The Giant Petrels, though so infatuated, probably in the 
breeding season, as to submit to death rather than abandon 
their resorts and young, are at other times sufficiently active 
and adventurous, being seen to assemble in great numbers 
on the approach of a storm, sailing majestically with wide 
expanded and scarcely moving wings close to the surface of 
the water, scanning the agitated bosom of the deep in quest 
of some fish or other object of prey raised towards the sur
face by the foaming billows. They also feed when opportu
nity offers, on the dead bodies of seals or birds, and are 
themselves by sailors considered as good food. Pennant 
thinks it probable that they migrate with the Albatross, ioto 
the southern hemisphere to breed. 

The Giant Petrel i.e 40 inches in length; the alar extent 7 feet. 
The bill 4A inches long; tube of the nostrils 2§ inches, the 
whole a fine dusky-yellow, resembling the color of box·wood. Top 
of the head dusky; the sides of it, fore part of the neck, breast, and 
belly, white. Hind part of the neck, and upper part of the body, 
pale brown, mottled with dusky· white. Scapalars, wing coverts, quills 
and tail, plain dusky.brown; the last 6 inches in length, and the 
feathers darkest in the middle. Lt>gs 4 inches long; the toea 5, of 
a greyish.yellow; webs dusky; the spur behind Btout and pointed 
but ahort; claws dusky. 
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FULMAR PETREL. 

(Procellaria glacialis, LINII. LATH. Ind. ii . p.828. &p.O. TEll •• 

Man. d·Orn. ii. p. 802. BOIIAP. Synops. No. 310. Fulmar Petrel, 
LATH. PElIN. Brit. Zoo!. p. 14::>. t . M. fig. 1. et Arct. Zoo!. ii. p. 
250. No. 461. petru tU l'ule tU St. Killla, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 
50.) 

Sr. CUARACT. - White; back and wings bluish.grey; tail cunei
form; bill and feet yellow. - Young, pale cinereou8, varied with 
brown; bill and feet yellowish·grey . 

SURROUNDED by an eternal winter the Petrel dwells nearly 
at all seasons of the year upon the Arctic Seas, 

Where undisaolving, from the first of time, 
Snow8 8well on snows amazing to the sky; 
And icy mountains high on mountains pil'd, 
Seem to the shi verillg sailor from afar, 
Shapele88 and white, an atmosphere of clouds 
Projected huge, and horrid o'er the aurf. 

Harbingers of storm and danger, they choose the wildest 
and most desolate of regions, where congregating amidst 
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the floating ice, they seek out tbe resorts of the wbale, on 
whose carcase, and that of other cetaeeous animals, they 
often make a gratifying feast, and are well known to the 
whale fishers who tiequent these hyperboreal seas. They 
attend tbe ships in all their progress. Emphatically the 
bird of the tempest, the Petrel rides securely amidst its hor
rors, profiting by the agitation and destruction which it 
spreads around. Conscious of the object which the mariner 
bas in quest, they follow the vessel, and watch the result. 
As soon as a whale is moored to the side of the ship, and 
begins to be cut up, an immense muster takes place, some
times exceeding a thousand of these greedy birds, all sta
tioned in the rear, watching for the morsels which are wafted 
to leeward. The peculiar cbuckling note by which they 
express their eager expectation, their voracity when seizing 
on the fat, and the large pieces which they swallow, the 
envy shown towards those who have obtained tbe largest of 
these morsels, and often the violent measures taken to 
wrest it from them, afford to the sailors curious and amos
ing~ spectacles. The surface of the sea is sometimes so 
covered with them, tbat a stone cannot be thrown without 
one being struck. Wben an alarm is given, innumerable 
wings are instantly in motion, and the birds, striking their 
feet against the water to aid their flight, cause a loud. and 
thundering plash. 

The Petrel is not uncommon in some of the islands 011' 
the north of Scotland. At St. Kilda, one of the Hebrides, 
it breeds, and supplies the inhabitants with a vast quantity of 
oil, which is used for culinary as well as medicinal purposes. 
According to Pennant," no bird is of such use to the 
islanders as this; it supplies oil for their lamps, down for 
their beds, a delicacy for their tables, a balm for their 
wounds, and a medicine for their distempers." He adds 
" that it is a certain prognostication of the change of winds. 
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If it come to land no west wind is expected for some time, 
and the contrary when it returns and keeps to sea." 

Its food is chiefly fish, particularly those that are the most 
fat, its stomach is indeed generally charged with oil, which 
it has the power of ejecting forcibly from the bill and nos
trils, as a mode of defence. It attends the fishing vessels 
on the banks of Newfoundland, feeding on the liver and 
offal of the cod-fish which is thrown overboard, and is 
known to the sailors by the quaint name of John Down. 
It is also taken by means of a hook baited in thi~ manner 
with the offal; and the inhabitants of Baffin's and Hudson's 
Bay are said to salt them for winter provision; though Pen
nant, in the Arctic Zoology, adds that their flesh is rank and 
fetid in consequence of their unpleasant food, yet they 
are still considered as no indifferent dish by the hungry 
Greenlanders, and they breed usually about Disco. Like 
the birds of the preceding, and nearly allied genus, they 
nest in holes in the rocks, in great companies, at St. Kilda, 
about the middle of June, laying but one large, white, and 
brittle egg. The Fulmar is now and then, though very 
rarel y, seen on the temperate coasts of Europe and the 
United States. The feathers are very close and full, cloth
ed below with a thick and fine down. 

The length of this species is about 17 inches. With the head, 
neck, all the lower po.rls, rump, and tail pure white. Bo.ck, scapu
lars, wing coverts and secondaries of a pure bluish.ash. Quills pale 
greyish.brown. Tail much rounded and forming 0. cone. Bill bright 
yellow, the nasal tube tinged with orange. Irids and feet yellow. 

The young of lhe year, have 0.11 parts of the body pale grey, shaded 
with brown. The fcathers of the back and wings tipped with much 
darker brown. Quills and tail feathers of a single shade of grey
brown. Before the eyes there is an angular black spot. Bill and feet 
7ellowiBh .... h. 
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PUFFINS. (PUFFINUS, Briss.) 

WITH the BILL longer than the head, slender, hard, much com
pre88ed at the point; both mandibles much curved and acute at tip; 
the upper seamed on each side,"turgid at the point; the lower some
what shorter, angular beneath. NOSTRILS basal, opening in two 
tubes. FEET moderate, stout, large; naked space on the tibia emn
sive; tarsus equal to the middle toe: webs entire; hind toe merely 
a sharp nail. Wings long and acute; Ist primary longest. Tail 
l'Ounded, of 12 feathers. 

The sexes alike in plumage; and the young clliFering but little 
&om the adult. They moult twice a year without changing their 
ealors, which are usually more or Ie. greyish. The species of 
middling size. 

These birds, like the Stormy or Swallow-Petrels live almost wholly 
out at sea, ranging far and wide without fear or danger; they are 
also capable of diving as well as swimming. They are continu
ally wandering over the ocean, residing in the vicinity of shoals, 
banks and breakers, but are rarely seen on shore except in the breed
ing season, when they dig burrows, or nest in the clefts of rocks, 
and during incubation are almost nocturnal in their habits, going 
abroad ouly at twilight, or by day, in dark and cloudy weather. 
They lay but one egg, and breed in companies. The young are Ii 
first covered with long down. They feed almost wholly on fish, for 
which they often dive into the waves. 

The species are spread all over the world. They are eminently 
dUtinguished by their power of diving from the ordinary Petrels. 

CINEREOUS PUFFIN. 

(PuJlinUII cinereUII, Cuvn:R. BolU. •. Synops. No.811. Proee1l4N 
pujJiftUII, and P. cinerea, LIlI". LATH. P. puJlinUII, TE ••• Man. 

d'Orn. ii. p. 805. Cinereou8 Petrel, LATH. Syn. vi. p. 405. lA 
l'14J/in, Burl'. Pl. Enlum. 962. (young].) 
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CINEREOU& PUFFIN. 

8p, CIlf.l.1U.YY"1. -:Bill W11re thiln 2 mcbeii long, depressed at billie, 
C11mpI'fY1ae1i wh111e myy p<JUit 8"17elht; tall wedge....baped; tarsus 2 
L,cnf1s- .l?dull Falf1 ciIlfereoIlfB, winp and!.iiil blackish.ash; 
ilen11f1th ; bill !111d f8"f1t yellowish, YOlo'''&" slate color, b&
~'lath1!1.l"if,d with f3in<:cIl«WI bill hladu1h. 

THE Cinereous Puffin orW andering Sheerwate, ~ IS<ts 
every part of the great AtlailtiIlf OceanA, f<om th« bcmks 
of Newfoundland to Scn«grJ «f£d tll" Cape esf G«sod liope. 
It is a!80 ccm:m<:<D in the Mediti«n«n«an, and On the 
!'~tnth«ym CUa1[s of Spain ymd Proveescc, but never proceeds 
to thes Adriatic. On appruaching the banks of Newfound
land, but far weyt of soundings, we see the soaring and 
wanduring Lcstris, and every day, the wild Sheerwatery but 
more particularly in blowing and squally weather, sometimes 
also in fine weather we see them throughuut thy) d"y, Th11ir 
course in the air is exceedingly swift and powe1fnl. With thnir 
long wjngs Y1yut!'!trutched snd almo3t m(ytinnles;?, they 8weep 
YJVnK the wild W;?"e8 fearles8 of e"e,y dange1, flying out in vast 
curve;?, wtl£ching nt the ;?ame ti,ne intently {or their finny 
prey. Like thY£" Stormy Petrel, they are often seen to trip 
nJ)':in thel.Vnte1 with extended feet and open wingsy they 
likewise dive for small fish, and find an advantl\ge in the 
storm, whose pellucid mountain waves hring to "iew its shin~ 
illg prey to more advantage; it i£1 ther"fofe nften snen most 
aetive at such timesy watching the sweeping billow a£1 it 
rises and foam8 along, and pnrsuizyg ilK quarry 
with singular tid dress, slyatY~hing from the surface, or 
diIlfing nftnr it thr<:mgh thY£" '.vaves, on which they are often 
aecn to sit, a11 they mount to the sky or sink into the yawn~ 
ing abyss of the raging deep. 

The Dest and history of ptr"opagntion in tbis spedes, pr<>h. 
ably vesy 8imib.r with thy) fnlkywiTIxg, is yet unknown. 

'I'he length of this species is about 19 inches, Thf3 h1o.rl y cbe!:ksy 

Dai-1C ..nd b~ck are of a pale ash color. All the feathe1'8 of thi1 bnck 
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t.ermiDating in paler zone. of color. 8capalars, wings ud tail of & 

blackish-ash or alate color. QuillII black. Sidet! of the neck and 
breut waved with very pale uh color; all the other lower parIa, 
white. Bill yellowiBh, with brown apot. toW8.1'd8 the end, which in
dicates stilI the deficiency of matare age. Feet ud their web. or a 
livid-yellowish. lrida brown. 

In the young the upper plUJJlllg8 is much darker, and below there 
are several places waved with ash. The bill is greyish-black, and 
somewhat more alender than in the old, without apparent groove, 
and the two tube. of the nOltrils are not united under the II8.IQ8 

vault. 

SHEAR-WATER PETREL. 

(PIfIIi- anglO'r_, Ru. Synope. p. 184 • .fl. 4. MONUGU. Om. 
Dict. p. 390. [ed. alL] BONAP. Synope. No. 312. Mank's Puffin, 
EDWARDS. tab. 359. Shear-water Petrel, PElfN. Brit. Zool. fol. p. 
146. tab. M. et Arct. Zool. ii. No. 462. Procellaria anglonnra, 
Tn •. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 806.) 

Br.CUARACT.- Bill very elender, almost It inchealong; tail rounded, 
the wings extending 80mewhat beyond its tip: tanu about 
the length of the bill. -.fltlull glouy black, -beneath pure white; 
bill blackieh. 

TUE Manks Puffin inhabits the northern seas of both coo
tinents, but does not penetrate apparently into Arctic lati
tudes. It is only a rare and accidental visiter in the United 
States, but is sufficiently common in the northern Britisb 
islands, particularly the Orkneys and the Isle of Man. In 
winter they migrate to the coasts of England and Ireland, 
and are seen also in Norway. They are found in the Ork
neys, particularly at St. Kilda, and in the Isle of Man, in 
the breeding season, where they take possession of rabbit 
burrows, or other holes near shelving rocks and headlands 
impending over the sea, and lay one wbite egg, blunt at 
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DURY PETREL. 

either end. The young are fit to take in August, when 
great numbers are killed and salted for provision by tbe io
habitants. In the Orkneys they are also valued for their 
feathers. They arrive in February, but do not settle down 
to breed ,mtil April, and they migrate by the beginning of 
September. During the day they keep out at sea fishing, 
and return to their young towards evening. Their habits, 
generally, are wholly similar with those of the Stormy 
Petrels. 

The Manka Poftin is about 15 inches in length. The BUDlmit of 
the head, nape, and generally all the upper parts of the body, the 
wings, tail, thighs and edges of the inferior tail coverts of a black 
which appears gl08BY. All the lower parts white. The Bide. of the 
neck waved. Bill blackish.brown. Legs and feet dark brown, the 
webs yellowiBh. 

DUSKY PETREL. 

(P'ff}imu 06",,"", CVVII'R. BOIfAP. Bynops. No. 313. ProceUaria 
oNcurtI, GKJ:L. Byn. i. p. 559. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 828. sp. 24. 
TEll II. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 808. Dusky Petrel, LATH. Synops. vi. 
p. 416. PEIfIf. Arct. Zool. Suppl. p. 73. Stor. degli Ucc. 5. pI. 
688.) 

Sr. CSARACT. -Bill very Blender, Ii incheBlong; tail rounded, the 
wings extending to its tip; tarsus little more than 1 inch long. -
Adult glOBB1 brownish·black, beneath white: bill blackish. 

TSls species is I!O nearly related to the preceding, that it 
appears almost the same, but diminished in size. It chiefly 
inhabits the temperate and warmer seas contiguous to both 
continents. It is rarely seen in the Mediterranean, but is 
found in all the Archipelago, and, is very common on the 
coasts of Africa, at the Cape of Good Hope, and the north
west coast of America. It is never seen in the north. 
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Ita food and the place and manner of propagation ue ... 
known, though probably very similar with the preceding. 

The length of this species is about 101 inches. The co1018 baed)' 
.. in the preceding. The tarsus and toes of a reddi.eh-b~_, 
the wehe yellow; the outer toe iiiDge4 with black. Iris bluldab. 
brown. 

ALBATROSS. (DrOIlBDBA, Lift.) 

l1r these largest of marine birds the BILL is longer than the head, 
very robust, hard, and cutting at the edges, comprelEd,lItraight, aDd 
suddenly curved at the point; upper mandible deeply --.I 0.
each Bide, strongly hooked at tip; lower mandible BIDOOth, its end 
distinct, compreBBCd and truncated at tip. NOSTJULS in the furrow, 
distant from the base, separate, covered on the Bides, open before; 
tubes very short, partly conical, wider before than behind, lying on 
the Bides of the bill. Ttmgru very abort, fleshy, and truncated at 
the extrelnity .. FBET short, robust: tarsus one fourth aborter than 
the lniddJe toe; webs fuJI and entire: DO rudiment of a hind toe nor 
nail: nails abort and obtuse. Wift{{8 very long and narrow; quills 
abort: the secondariel! acarcely extending beyond their coverts. 
Tail rounded, of 14 feathen. 

The sexes alike in plumage; but the yav.ng diJFer much ftom the 
aduJt. They mouJt twice a year without changing their colora. 

The Albatross like the Shear-water ventures out far to sea, fiyiq 
generally low or Bkimlning the surface of the waves, but in stormy 
weather they soar into the higher regions of the atmosphere, in 
which they probably enjoy a calm, while the fury of the blast is ex
pending itself below. Though of luch bulk and strength they are 
generally cowardly, giving way to the attacks of smaller and more 
predaceous birds by seeking shelter on the bosom of the sea; indeed 
they are constantly harassed and attacked by small parties of Gulls. 
They are extremely gluttonous and voracious; feed on fish, particu
larly those which make Buch prodigious leaps out of the W&ter .. to 
appear flying, also, on mollUBCOus and gelatin01l8 uaima1a; gorp, 
themselves sometimes to IUCh a degree as to be unable to move, 
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when their feathered eD.eJDiH compel them to di8pge, and at Rch 
times they are rendered 80 listie .. and inactive by gluttony, u to 
allow of being takeD by. hand. Their voioe is aaid to be harah. 
though Dot remarkably loud, reeembliug somewhat the lod: of a 
gooee but deeper.· They build, with clay and aedge, a rounded neat 
two or three feet high; and the eggs· are large and aeveral. The 
flesh is hard and UD_vory: but the eggs are eatable. 

Theile largest of web-footed birds are spread throughout both hemi
spheres, but are elpecially common in the high latitudes of the 
southern. The genus contains but ... well uoertained species, only 
ODe of which visits the Atlantio. They are much allied to the larger 
lpeoiel of Gull. 
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WANDERING ALBATROSS. 

(Diomedea exWa1l8, Ln,/( . Syst. p. 214. LATH. Ind. 8. AI~ 
EDWARDS. pI. 88. PALUSo Spicil. Zool. Faacic. v. p.26. WaD
dering Albatra., PE!</(. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 216. No. 423. Boa ••• 
Synops. No. 314. Sooty, or Brown Albatrosa, LATH. Synopllo 
[young]. BVFF. PI. Enlum. 237. T,cI&aiki of the K&mtacha.dales.) 

Sr. CRARACT.- Whitish; back and wings lineated with black; 
quills black, their shafts yellow; tail lead-colored, rounded.
Younz dusky; head, wings, and tail, blackish: a white space 
round the eye. 

THE Albatross inhabits the Atlantic as well as the Paeific 
and sometimes wanders accidentally to the coasts of the 
central parts of the Union. Vagabond, except in the short 
season of reproduction, they are seen to launch out into the 
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widest part of the ocean, and it is probable that accor
ding to the seasons, they pass from one extremity of the 
globe to the other. Like the Fulmar, the constant attend
ant upon the whale, the Albatross, no leBS adventurous and 
wandering, pursues the tracks of his finny prey from one 
hemisphere into another. Dr. Forster saw them in the mid
dle of the southem ocean, 6 or 700 leagues from. land. 
When the fiying fish fails they have recourse to the inex
haustible supply of molluscous animals with which the 
milder seas abound. They are no where more abundant 
than off the Cape of Good Hope, where they have been 
eeen in April and May, sometimes soaring in the air with 
the gentle motion of a kite, at a stupendous height; at 
others nearer the water, watching the motions of the Flying 
Fish, which they seize as they spring out of the water to 
shun the jaws of the larger fish which pursue them. Vast 
flocks are also seen round Kamtsehatka, and the adjacent 
islands, particularly the Kuriles and Bering's Island, about 
the end of June. Their arrival is considered by the na
tives of these places as a sure presage of the presence of 
the shoals of fish which they have thus followed into these 
remotest of seas. That want of food impels them to un
dertake these great migrations appears from the lean condi
tionin which they arrive from the south; they soon however 
become exceeding fat. Their voracity and gluttony is 
almost unparalleled; it is not uncommon to sea one swallow 
a salmon of four or five pounds weight; but as the gullet 
cannot contain the whole at once, part of the tail end will 
often remain out of the mouth; and they become 80 stupi
Sed by their enormous- meals, as to allow the natives to 
knock them on the head without offering any resistance. 
They are often taken by means of a hook baited with a fish, 
but not for the sake of their fiesh, which is hard and unsa
'lory, but on account of the intestines, which the Kamtseha .. 
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dales use as a bladder to float the buoys of their fishiDg 
nets. Of the bones they also make tobaeeo pipes, needle
cases, and other small implemeots. When caught, however, 
they defend themselves stoutly with the bill, and utter a 
harsh and disgusting cry. Early in August they quit theee 
inhospitable climes for the more genial regioos of the south. 
into which they penetrate sometimes as low as the latitude 
of 670. 

In Patagonia and the Falkland Islands, they are bOWD 

to breed, but not in the northern hemisphere to which they 
probably migrate only in quest of food. They repair to th. 
800them extremity of the American continent aboot the 
time they leave the northern regions, being seen at the close 
of September and beginning of October (the spring of this 
hemisphere) associated to breed with other birds of similar 
habits. The nests are made on the ground with earth and 
sedge; of a round conic form, elevated to the height of 
three feet, leaving a hollow in the summit for the egg. fOr 
they lay but one, which is larger than that of a goose, white. 
with dull spots at the larger end; and is good food, the 
white never growing hard with boiling. While the female 
is sitting, the male is constantly on the wing. and supplies 
her with food: during this time, they are so tame 88 to 
allow themselves to be pushed off the nest. while their eggs 
are taken. But their most destructive enemy is the Hawk, 
who steals the, egg whenever the female removes from it. 
As soon as the young are able to leave the nest. the Pen
guins take possession of it, and without farther preparation 
hatch their young in tum. 

The Albatross though so large a bird suffers itself to be 
teased and harassed while on the wing by the Skua Gull 
or Lestris, from which it often alone finds means to es
cape by settling down into the water. but never attempts 
resistance. 
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OBZI'IB. 

The Al~ it &om. • to 4 feet 10llf; the alar enent from 10 to 
17 feet. CroWD of the bead pale uh-brown; the r.t of the bod, 
putly white, croeaed with blackiah line. on the back and wings, &Del 
with .pots in the IllUDe direction toward. the rump. Primaries black. 
Tail dusky-Iea.d color nnd rounded. Bill dull Boiled yellow. Legtl 
flesh colored 

GEESE. (ANSER, Briss.) 

IN these large and well known birds the BILL is short or moderate, 
stout, at the base higher than broad, somewhat conic, cylindrical, de
pressed towards the point, and narrowed and rounded at the extrem
ity; upper mandible not covering the margins of the lower, the 
ridge of tbe bill broad and elevated; the nail somewhat orbicular, 
curved and obtuse; marginal teeth short, conic and acute. N OSTRIL8 

medial , lateral, longitudinal, elliptic, large, open and pervious, 
covered by a membrane. The longue thick, fleshy, and fringed on 
the sides. FEET central, stout, tarsus rather longer than the middle 
toe; webs entire; hind toe equal to a joint of the middle one, simple, 
touching the ground at tip . Wings moderate, llCute, sometimes 
spurred; quills strong, primaries much longer than the secondaries : 
1st and 2d, or 2d and 3d only, longest. Tail rounded, containing 
many feathers. 

Female similar in plumage to the male: the young of some species 
differing much from the adult, and changing their plumage repeat
edly. The moult annual, and protracted. Plumage I ther thick. 
The colors dull, being different shades of dark or light ash color. 
The size of the species large: and the trachea simple. 

These are chiefly terrestrial and vigilant birds, living in flocks, 
mostly in marshes and low grounds or by the inundated banks of 
rivers, migrating according to the season from cold to temperate 
climates. Their flight}s high, and long sustained, and they are usually 
marshalled in long converging lines. They swim but little, and sit 
deep in the water, scarcely ever diving, and never from choice. 
They walk with less awkwardness than the allied genera of Ducks 
and Swans, are altogether diurnal in their movements, and have 
excellent sight and hearing; are ememely vigilant, and when feed
ing or sleeping esta.blish sentinels to advertise them of danger. 
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They retire at night to the water, are very clamoro1l8 while coUectiDf; 
SO abroad to pasture by day i aDd feed principally upon vegetablell, 
ad aeeds, some also prey on fishes, reptiles, ad small aquatic an
imals. They nest on the ground, laying many eggs, are disposed to 
polygamy, and are very courageo11ll aDd resentful in defence of theiw 
10UDg, attacking the assailant with hissing which they accomp&D1 
by blows from their wings. 

The species are numerous and spread allover the world, but they 
are most frequent in cold and temperate cOUDtriel. 

SNOW GOOSE. 

(.I1fU1tt1' hypttl'boreus, PALLAS. BOXAP. Synopa. No. 315. RICHARD. 
North. Zool. ii. p. 467. .Ilflll8 Ayperborea, IIJld .11. cend_. 
LtXN. WILSOIf, viii. p. 76. pI. 68. fig. 5. [adult male.] and p. 89. 
pI. 69. fig. 5. [young.] .11mttl' fti'IJftU, BRrSB. vi. p. 288. 10. Snow 
Goose, PEIIN. Arct. Zool. No. 477. The Blue.winged Goose, 
EDWARDS, pl. 152. [young.] Phil. Muaeum, No. 2635.) 

SP. CHAaACT. - Bill rising high upon the forehead i .ides of the 
bill with longitudinal furrows, and denticulation8; tail of 16 
feathers. - .I1dult white, quill. black at the point: bill and feet 
red. Young purpli8h.brown; wing coverts aDd rump, bluilh-uh: 
more or le88 white according to age. 

THE Snow Goose, common to the north of both conti
nents, breeds, according to Richardson, in tlle Barren 
Grounds of Arctic America, in great numbers, frequenting 
the sandy shores of rivers and lakes, and are very watch
ful, employing one of their number usually as a sentinel to 
warn them of any approaching danger. The eggs are of a 
yellowish-white color, and are a little larger than those or 
the Eider Duck, their length being 3 inches, and their 
greatest breadth 2. The young fly about the cl~e or 
August, and the whole depart southward about the middle 
of September. Early in November they arrive in the river 
Delaware, and probably visit Newfoundland and the coasts 
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of the Eastern States in the interval, being occasionally 
BeeD in Massachusetts Bay. They congregate in con
siderable flocks, are extremely noisy and gabbling, theil' 
Dotes being shriller than those of the Canada or Common 
Wild Goose. They make but a short stay in the winter, 
proceeding farther south as the severity of the weather 
increases. The Snow Geese already begin to return towards 
the north by the middle of February, and until the breaking 
up of the ice in March, are frequently seen in flocks on the 
shores of the Delaware, and around the head of the Bay. 
At this time they are observed to feed on the roots of the 
reeds, tearing them up like hogs. In their breeding resorts 
in the fur countries they crop rushes, and collect insects, 
and in autumn principally berries for food, particularly those 
of the Crow-Berry.- At this time they are seldom seen on 
the water, except in the night, or when moulting. When 
well fed its ftesh is excellent, being far superior to the Can
ada Goose in juiceiness and flavor. It is said the young do 
not attain the full plumage of the old birds before their 
fourth year, and until that period "they appear to keep in 
separate flocks. They are numerous at Albany Fort, in the 
southern part of Hudson's Bay, where the old birds are 
rarely seen; and, on the other hand, the adlllt birds in their 
migrations visit York Factory in great abundance, but are 
seldom accompanied by the young. They make their 
appearance in these remote countries in spring, a few days 
later than the Canada GIlOse, and pass in large flocks both 
through the interior and along the coast. At this season 
they were also seen by Mr. Say in the territory of Missouri; 
many migrating north, probably up the great valIey of the 
Mississippi. 

The Snow Goose is also met with commonly on the 
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western side of America, as at Aoonalashka and Karn
tsehatka) as well as in the estuary of the Oregon where they 
were Been by Lewis and Clarke. They are very abundant 
in Siberia, and the natives often take them in nets by means 
of rude decoys. In that frozen climate they afford a great 
article of Bubsistence; each family killing thousands in a 
l8uon, which are laid up in bulk, in holes in the earth, and 
made use of as occasion requires. 

The length of the Snow Gooee i. about 82 inches; the wings 161 
inches or upwards; the bill above 2 inches 3 lines; tarsus 3 inches. 
General color white. Quills pitch black; their shafts white towarc& 
the hue. Head glOBBed with ferruginoua. !rids dark hair-brown. 
Bill, feet, and orbit. aurora-red; nails of both mandibles livid. The 
ferruginous tint occupies varioua portions of the head on difFerent 
individuals, and in some eztends to the neck and middle of the 
belly. 

The immature bird has a few feathers on the crown and nape, the 
fore part of the back, ends of the acapulara, some of their covertll, 
and the outer webs of the tail feathers greyish-brown, aU tipped, 
and more or Ie .. edged, with white. Tertiarie., and the rest of the 
plumage &8 in the old bird. Some individuals deviate from the full 
plumage merely in the bastard wing and primary coverts retaining 
tbeir py color; while in very young bird., part of the ander 
plumage i. also greyiBh.brown. - The bill of the adult iB shaped 
much like \hat of 11. albifrou. 

WHITE-FRONTED, OR LAUGHING GOOSE. 

(11_ olbifrtmJl, BECRST. BoIUP. 8ynops. No. 316. TEKK. MIlD. 
d'Om. ii. p. 821. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 466. I11uu albi
jrtmJl, GHEL. LATH. Ind. SPA fl1. White-Fronted Gooee, PERK. 

Aret. Zoo!. ii. No. 476. Laughing Goose, EDWARDS. Glean. to 
158. L'me RUru6, BUFF. Ois. iz. p. 81.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Brownish, beneath white varied with black; 
&ontlet and throat white, margined with blackiBh; bill and teet 
orange; nail, whitish. 
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TllIs species is also common to the hyperboreal regions 
of both continents, migrating at the approach of winter into 
milder climates, being very common in Holland in autumn, 
but rare in Germany and France j and merely accidental in 
its visits to the coasts of the United States. Early in the 
spring, however, they were seen by Mr. Say in the lower part 
of Missouri. According to Richardson, this species passes 
at the same time, or a little later than the Snow Goo e, 
through the interior of the fur countries in large flocks to 
its breeding places, which are in the woody districts skirting 
the Mackenzie river, to the north of the 67th parallel, and 
also the islands of the Arctic Sea. It is not common on 
the coasts of Hudson's Bay. From its rarity in the United 
States it probably winters on the coast of the Pacific, in 
common with the preceding species. The Indians imitate 
its call by patting the mouth with their hand, while they 
repeat the syllable wal, ; and the resemblance of this note to 
the laugh of a man has given rise to the trivial name. 
Its food and habits are similar with those of the preceding 
species. 

The length of the Laughing Goose is about Z7 inches; the wing 
16; bill above, 2 inches 4 lines; tarsus 2 inches 7& lines. Head and 
neck pale greyish-brown. Dorsa.! plumage clove-brown, with paler 
edges; secondaries tipped with white; primaries greyish-black, with 
white shafts. Front, region of the bill, eye-lids, tail coverts, and all 
the under plumage white, the belly blotched with deep black. Bill 
and feet orange, the tip of the former flesh-colored. - A specimen 
killed on the 17th of May, by Richardson, at Fort Enterprise, had 
all the belly light wood-brown blotched with black. - The bill as 
long as the head, its depth at the base two thirds of its length; the 
commissure curved and gaping, permitting the teeth to appear in the 
middle. Five or 6 rows of teeth on the palate. Wings, with the 
3d quill the longest. 
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BEAN GOOSE. 

(llfl8tf' 'egetum, Boup. BynopB. No. 317 . .I1JIlII ,egd.tm&, GKEr.. 
LUB. Ind. ap. 28. TEKK. ii. p.~. Bean Gooee, LUB. Byu. 
n. p. 464. PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 472. L'O;' &IaG,e, Bun. OiL 
ix. p. 80. t. 2. Pl. Enlam. 985. &Ill Gau, N.a.vK. Vig. t. 4.2. 
fig. 61. Oca SaifllltW, Stor. degli. Uee. v. pl. 561.) 

Bp. CB.UU.CT. - Dark ash, beneath whitieh; rump blackiah; the 
folded wings extending beyond the tail j bill long, dep_d, 
black and orange, nail black j tail of 18 feathers. 

TUls species inhabits the Arctic regions of both coo
tinents, migrating periodically to and from more genial cli
mates. It is rarely seen even in the most northem parts of 
Canada, and was not met with by RichardSon in the Arctic 
expeditions which he accompanied, though Hearne speaks 
of seeing it in Hudson's Bay. It probably winters on the 
Dorth western coast of America. In England, Germany, 
France and Holland it is common as a bird of passage. 

The Bean Goose passes the period of reproduction in the 
regions of the Arctic zone, nesting in marshes and heaths, 
laying 10 or 12 white eggs. It is said to breed in great 
numbers in Lewis, one of the Hebrides, and is very destruc> 
tive to the green corn. Its food consists of both aquatic 
and terrestrial vegetables, as well as seeds and grain. 

The length of true species is about 2 feet 8 inches. The head and 
upper part of the neck i. of an uhy.brown. Lower part of the neck 
and beneath pale uhcolor. Top of the back, _pulara, and all the 
wing coverts brown uh fringed with whitieh. Rump blackiah
brown. Abdomen and beneath the tail white. Bill black at ita bua 
and upon the nail, orange-yellow in the middle. Orbits blackiBJl.. 
grey. Iri. dark brown. Feet orange-red. 

In the """11 the head and neck i. of a soiled yellowiBh-rufollL 
All the plumage of a more pale cinereoUB. There is commonly a 
IJIlIll white .pots at the base of the bill. 
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(AMer ta~, Vlltll.L. BONAP. Synop8. No. 3]8. RlclJ. North. 
Zoo!. ii. p. 468. Canada Goose, PEIIII . Arct. ZooJ. ii. No. 471. 
WILBOII, viii. p. 53. pI. 67. fig. 4. The ClLDada Gooee, EDWARDS . 

pI. 151. Phil. Museum, No. 2704.) 

SP. CRARACT. - Dark uh; hl'ad, neck and tail black; cheeks and 
throat white ; billud feet black; tail cOll8isting of 18 feathers. 

THE common Wild Goose of America is known familiarly 
in every part of the Union as a bird of passage to and from 
its breeding places in tbe interior and north of the conti
nent. The arrival of this bird in the desolate fur countries 
of Hudson's Bay is anxiously looked for, and hailed with 
joy by the aborigines of the woody and swampy districts 
which they frequent, and who depend principally upon it for 
subsistence during the summer. They make their appear
ance at first in flocks of20 or 30, which are readily decoyed 

30 

DigitizedbyGoogle 



350 WEB-FOOT&D BIRDS. 

within gunshot by the hunters, who set up stales or stuft'ed 
birds, and imitate their call. Two or three are so fre
quently killed at a shot, in this way, that the usual price of 
a Wild Goose is a single charge of ammunition. This 
vernal flight of the Geese continues from about the middle 
of April to the same time in May; their appearance of 
course coinciding with the thawing of the swamp and 
marshes, though their usual food of grass and berries is 
accesible at most times when not buried up in the snow. 
These fruits are often, indeed, only mellowed by the frost, 
and when stripped of their wintry wreath are again ready 
for food as they were in the autumn before their disappear
ance beneath the snow. At such times, according to Dr. 
Richardson, the Wild Goo e makes an abundant repast of 
the farinaceous berries of the Silvery Buckthorn (EZeag'1lus 
QI·gentea,) as well as of other kinds which have escaped 
destruction. After feeding in a desultory manner for about 
three weeks, they retire from the shores of Hudson's Bay, 
their great rendezvous, and disperse in pairs through the 
country, between the 50th and 67th parallels to breed; but 
are seldom or never seen on the coasts of the Arctic Sea, 
yet Mr. Audubon found them breeding on the shores of 
Labrador. They lay 6 or 7 greenish-white eggs in a coarse 
nest usually made on the ground, but some pairs occasionally 
breed, on the banks of tlle Saskatchewan, in trees, making 
use, on these occasions, of the deserted eyries of the Ravens 
or Fishing Hawks. Its call or !tonk, is imitated by a pro
longed nasal pronunciation of the syllable wook frequently 
repeated. 

Solitude, and suitable food, seem principally to inJIueoce 
the Canada Goose in the selection of its breeding place, it 
is therefore not improbable but that many pairs pass the 
period of reproduction in the swampy and retired marshes 
of the great North-western lakes. At any rate, in the month 
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of March, (1810,) many wild Geese were nesting in the 
Shave-rush- bottoms of the Missouri, no farther up than 
Fire prairie, considerably below the junction of the river 
Platte j so that the breeding range of the Canada Goose, 
probably extends through not less than 30 degrees of latitude. 
In July, it appears, after the young birds are hatched, in the 
fur countries, the parents moult, and advantage being then 
taken of their helplessness, vast numbers are killed in the 
rivers and small lakes when thus disabled from flight. At 
such times, when chased by a canoe, and frequently obliged 
to dive, they soon become fatigued, and making for the 
shore in order to hide, are quickly overtaken, and fall an 
easy prey to their pursuers. 

Attached to particular places of resort at the period of 
migration, the Geese, in autumn, instinctively advertised 
of the approaching winter, and of the famine which to them 
necessarily attends in its train, are again seen to assemble 
on the sea coast, courting the mildness of its temperature, 
and its open waters, which seem to defy the access of frost. 
They thus continue to glean the marshes along the shores, till 
the increasing severity of the weather urges them to a bolder 
and more determined Bight from the threatening dangers of 
their situation. They now, in vast array, begin to leave the 
freezing shores of Hudson's Bay. Like the rest of their gab
bling and sagacious tribe, at the call of their momentary 
elected leader, they ascend the skies, wheeling round, as if 
to take a final leave of their natal shores, and sensible to the 
breeze, arranged in long converging lines, ( > ) they survey 
their azure route, and instinctively follow the cheering path of 
the mid-day sun, whose feeble gleams alone offer them the 
hope of arriving in some more genial clime. The leader, 
ambitious of his temporary station, utters the cheering and 

,. Ef"ilretlLm hicm«'I., there commonly termed Rush ... 
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reiterated cry; his loud but simple clarion, answered by 
the yielding ranks, dispels the gloom of solitude through 
whi~h they laboriously wander to uncertain and perhaps 
hostile lands. At length they come in sight of the habi
tations of men, suspicious of these appearances they urge 
their flight higher and more silently in the air; bewildered 
by fogs, however, they often descend so low, and lltmk so 
loud as to give sufficient notice of their approach to the 
ambitious gunner, who thus pours destruction among the 
alarmed and confused flock. They also hear, or think they 
hear, a wandering companion lost~ from their cherished 
ranks, they approach the object, and it is but a domestic 
traitor of their species, or the well imitated call of the wily 
fowler. Towards evening, desirous of relieving the toil 
and hunger of his adventurous band, the intelligent leader, 
reconnoitres from his lofty station the resting place of hiB 
charge; he espies the reedy river or silent lake, whose 
grassy margins offer the necessary supply and cover to their 
lodgment, his loud call now redoubles at the pleasing 
prospect, and they all alight, and silently repose in darkness 
upon the still water. Early in the morning they renew their 
wandering course, and according to the time and season, visit 
every part of the Union to the shores of the Mexican Gulf. 

The autumnal flight of the Canada Geese to the coast of 
Hudson's Bay, and their residence there continues for three 

,weeks or a month, previous to their departure for the south. 
which usually takes place in September. Early in October 
they arrive on the coasts of the Eastern and Middle States. 

The residents of Hudson's Bay depend greatly on Geese 
for their supply of winter provision; and, aecordiBg to 
Hutchins, in favorable years, they killed 3 or 4000, an41 
barrelled them up for use. These are obtained chiefly by 
means of ambuscade and decoy; bough huts being made by 
the Indians in lines over the marshes they frequent to feed i 
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mimicking their call, they are brought within gun shot, and 
the deception is also enhanced by stales and setting up the 
dead birds on sticks, in living attitudes. Thus in a good day 
a single native will kill as many as 200. When the frosts 
begin, the Geese are readily preserved, with the feathers on, 
in a frozen state, and thus aft"ord a durable supply of fresh 
provision. The feathers also constitute an article of c0m

merce. 
In the shallow bays and marshy islands, some continue the 

whole winter in New Jersey and the Southern States, through 
which they spread themselves to the very extremity of Florida. 
Their principal food is the sedge roots and other herbage, 
they also crop mfJas and tender marine plants; and 
swallow quantities of gravel. They swim with ease and 
elegance, and when disabled in the wings, dive well, and 
become difficult to capture. When the shallow bays and 
ponds are frozen, they seek the mouths of inlets near the 
sea, in quest of their fare. 

The Canada Goose is now completely domesticated, and 
is as familiar, breeds as freely, and is in every respect as 
valuable as the common Grey Goose. Even in Buft"on's 
time, "many hundreds inhabited the great canal at Ver
sailles, where they bred familiarly with the Swans," and he 
also adds, "there is at present a great number on the mag
nificent pools that decorate the charming gardens of Chan
tilly." The female, in a state of domesticity, still with 
instinctiye caution, seeks out the most solitary place for her 
nest, not far from the water. They are also extremely 
watchful, and the gander often very resentful and clamorous 
against any stranger who happens to approach the place 
where his consort is breeding. He often engenders with the 
goose of the common species, and the hybrids are greatly 
esteemed for the superiority of their flavor. 

The natural desire of periodical migration is strongly 
ao-
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exhibited by the Canada Gooee while .. a ltate of do ... 
tication. and though at aU other times reeoneiled to aceua
tomed and voluntary captivity. they are .D heard in
stinetiftly to hail the passing flooks as they pursue their 
yielding way high in the air. Indiyiduala baYe been known 
to leave the premises where they appeared entirely domestic, 
after the healing of the wounds whieh brought them into 
captivity. and they have thll8 successfully mounted into the 
air. and joined lOme pusing pa11y purauiag their way to 
the north. 

A. Mr. Platt of Long Island, having wounded a female 
Wild Gooee, auCQeeded in taming it. and left it at large 
with his other comlllOll Geese. Its woood healed. and it 800D 

became familiar and reconeiled to its domestic condition. but 
in the following spring it joined a party of Canada Geese and 
disappeared until autlllDD; when, at length. out of a passing 
6oelc. Mr. P. observed three Geese to detaeh themselves from 
~heir companions. and. after wheeling rouad several times, 
alight in the barn yard. when to his astoDishment he recog
nized. in one of the three his loog 10llt fugitive. who had 
DOW returned. aeeompanied by her offspring, to share the h0s
pitality of her former acquaintance. However ineredible 
this story may appear, I have heard two or three relations 
of the same kind, as weD authentieated as any other faets 
in natural history. One of these happened to a planter near 
Okroeoek i~t, in North Carolina, in which, as in the 
present instance, the female. after being absent the SUllL

mer. returned recruited with her brood in autumB; but 
the greedy farmer. less humane than Mr. Platt. having 
probably heard of the old adage. that" a bird in the hand 
was worth two in the bush," made sure of his prizes by 
killing them without delay. It appears from the rel~ns 
of travellers, and particularly a Dr. Sanchez, that in the 
Cossack villages 00 the Don, (in the autumn of 1736) he 
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remarked, as he travelled along, a great number of Geese ia 
the air,· which alighted and dispersed through the hamleta. 
On inquiry, he leunt that these birds came from the remote 
northern lakes; and that every yeu, on the breaking up of 
the ice, in Much and April, six or seven pair of Geese 
leave each hut of the village, and return not till the begiD-

- Ding of winter, or the first fall of snow; that then these 
Books arrive, increased by their progeny, and eaeh little 
party, separating from the rest, seek out the houses where 
they lived the preceding winter. 

The Canada GoOtle is uaually about 3 to 31 feet long; the wing 
lSJi illche.; the bill above, 2 iDehe. 2 lin .. ; the tanllB 8 inches 7 
JiIle.. Head, two thirds of the neck, greater quills, rump, and tail, 
pitch black. Back and wings broccoli-brown, margined with wood 
brown. Billie of the neck before, and under plumage yellowish-grey 
with paler edges. Flanks and bue of the plumage generally brown
iah-grey. A few feathers about the eye, a large kidney-shaped patch 
on the throat, the sides oE the rump, and upper and under tail COY

erta, pure white. BiU and feet black; the former shaped CODIid
erablylilte that of the Barnacle. 

BARNACLE GOOSE. 

(Iluer lev.copm, BECHBT. BoltA.P. Synopa. No. 319. ./1u8~, 
T •••• Man. d'Om. ii. p. 823. .81UJ6 ergtJarotJU, Lilt. ed. 12. p. 
lin'. Bp. 11. Ben&icla or CUlkis, LATH. Syn. vi. p. 466. PEn. 
Arct. Zool. ii. No. 479. La. BertI4ehe, Bun. PI. Enlum. 855. [old 
male.]) 

B •. CHAllAcT.-Dark IIIIh color; neck and tail black; race, and 
beneath from the breast, white; biD and reet black. 

THIS speeies, 80 remarkable in its history, is said to be 
common to the Aretie regions of both continents, migrating 
to more temperate climates in autumn and winter. They 

• Tbe common domedlc IE ... , ........... , L ••• 
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are, though rarely, seen about Hudson's Bay, but are mere 
stragglers along the coasts of the United States. 

The origin of the Barnacle Goose, seen 80 common in 
some parts of Europe in winter, but hiding itselfin the remotest 
wilds of the Arctic circle in the season of breeding, has given 
rise to the most ridiculous fables ever invented in natural 
history. It was long believed to be the produce of a kind 
of shells, hence called conchO! anatiferO!· found on certain 
trees on the coast of Scotland and the Orkneys, or on the 
rotten timber of decayed ships. Some even described these 
supposed embryos as fruits in whose structure already ap
peared the lineaments of a fowl, and being forthwith drop
ped into the sea, turned directly into birds. Munster, Saxo 
Grammaticus, and Scaliger even; asserted this absurdity. 
Fulgosus affirmed that the trees which bore these won
derful fruits resembled willows, producing at the ends of 
their branches small swelled balls containing the embryo of 
a duck, suspended by the bUI, which, when ripe, fell off into 
the sea and took to wing. Bishop Leslie, Torquemada, 
Odericus, the Bishop Olaus Magnus, and a learned car
dinal, all attested to the truth of their monstrous generation. 
Hence the bird has been called the Tree Goose, and one of 
the Orkneys, the scene of the prodigy, has received the 
appellation of Pomona. 

It is needless to quote any other authorities for such folly, 
though the learned Cambden and Hector Boece were am'Ong 
the number, who not only vouched for the truth of this prodigy, 
but added remarks of their own to the same effect. Even 
Cardan, Rondelet, Gyraldus and Maier gave credit to these 
fables, and some of them wrote treatises on the subject. 
Maier, in particular, opened a hundred of the Goose-bearing 

• The Lepu "tI4Ii/ ... ". f!f Linneus; the e .. lerttod tentacull of which .-mble 
Ibe bar .. of a featber, and hence probably. besides lie coriou. fleshy peclicle,_ 
Ibe Idea of lie relation to the orpnization of un embr)'o bird. 
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shells, and found in all of them the rudiments of the bird 
completely formed. Gerard thus gravely asserts his belief 
in this absurdity . 

.. But what our eyes have seen, and hands have touched. 
we shall declare. There is a small island in Lancashire 
called the Pile of Foulders, wherein are found broken pieces 
of old and bruised ships, some whereof have been east 
thither by shipwracke, and also the trunks and bodies with 
the branches of old and rotten trees, east up there likewise; 
whereon is found a certain spume or froth that in time 
breedeth into certain shels, in shape like those of the 
muskle, but sharper pointed, and of a whitish colour. 
wherein is contained a thing in form like a lace of silke 
finely woven as it were together, of a whitish colour; one 
end whereof is fastened unto the inside of the shell, even 
as the fish of oisters and muskles are; the other end is made 
fast unto the belly of a rude masse or lumpe, which in time 
coilmeth to the shape and form of a bird; when it is per
fectly formed, the shell gapeth open, and the first thing that 
appeareth is the foresaid lace or string; next come the legs 
of the bird hanging out, and as it groweth greater it openeth 
the shell by degrees, till at length it has all come forth, and 
hangeth only by the bin: in short space after it cometh to 
full maturitie, and falJeth into the sea, where it gathereth 
feathers, and groweth to a fowle bigger than a mallard 
and lesser than a goose, having black legs, and bill or 
beake, and feathers black and white, spotted in such manner 
as our Mag-pie, called in some places pie-annet, which the 
people of Lancashire call by no other name than Tree
Goose; which place aforesaid and all those places adjoining. 
do 80 much abound therewith, that one of the best is bought 
b three-pence. For the truth hereof, if and doubt, may 
it please them to repaire to me, and I shall satisfy them by 
the testimonie of good witnesses." 

.i 
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..Eneas Sylvins, however, shrewdly relates, that chancing 
to be in Scotland, he inquired particularly for the place of 
the wonderful metamorphosis of the Barnacle, but was re
ferred to the remote Hebrides and Orkneys, 80 that as he 
sought to advance, the miracle retired before him. 

As the Barnacles breed in the hyperborean regions, DO 

person for a long time had observed their birth, or seen their 
nests; and the Dutch, in a voyage which extended to the 
80th degree, were th~ first who discovered their place of 
retirement for the purposes of incubation. Yet they pro
bably breed in Norway, if it be true as Pontoppidan relates, 
that they are seen there the whole summer. They are also 
believed to breed in Lapland, the north of Russia, and 
Iceland. They are ~en on the coasts of England, Ireland 
.and France, in autumn, are particularly abundant at that 
season in Holland, and are caught in their passages, by nets 
atretched across the rivers. 

Length of the Barnacle about 2 feet 1 or 2 inches. The hilt, 
tlides of the hea.d a.nd throa.t pure white; A small stripe between the 
eye a.nd bill, occiput, nape, neck, upper pa.rt of the breut, tall a.nd 
quills, black. Feathers of the ba.ck, scapula.rs a.nd wings of a.n uhy
grey from their origin, with a wide black band towa.rds their en., 
and all tipped with whitish-grey. Lower parts pure white, with the 
exception of the flanks which have a cinereous tint. Bill a.nd feet 
black. Iri. blackish·brown. 

The yofl.ft{f oftke year, have between the eye and the bill .. wide 
blackish ba.nd, formed of small.pots. Some blackish points upoll 
the front. The feathers of the back and wings terminated by a 
band of pale rufous, upon the feathers of the flanks many more 
cinereous tints and those deeper colored. Feet blackish-brown. 
The femo1u are sma.ller than the malu. 
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(.Ilnser bernida, BONAr . Synops . No. 320. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. 
p . 400. iJnsa torquatu.s, VIEILL. .Ilnas bernicla, LIN. L ATrr. Ind. 
Bp. 32. 'l'EMM . Man. d'Orn. ii . p. 824 . WILSON, viii . p . 131. pl. 
72. fig . 1 . Brent Goose, Pl:NN. Arct. Z ool. ii . No. 478. Le era

"ant, B UFF . Ois. ix. p. 87. PI. Enlum. 342. Phil . Museum, No. 
2704.) 

SP. eBARA-CT. - Blackish-ash ; head, neck, and breast bla.ck; a white 
patch on. each side of the neck ; benea.th whitish; bill and feet 
black ; tail of 1v feathers. 

THE Brent is another of the hardy aquatic birds common 
to the hyperboreal regions of both continents. They breed 
in great numbers on the coasts and islallds of Hudson's 
Bay and the Arctic Sea, and are rarely seen in the interior. 
In Europe they proceed to the most northern isles of Green
land, and to the dreary shores of Spitzbergen. In winter 
they are very abundant in Holland and in Ireland, as well 
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88 in Shetland, where they remain until spring. In Amer
ica, though they visit in the course of their migrations, 
most of the Northern and Middle States, the, proceed still 
farther south, to spend the winter, being seen on the Mis
sissippi nearly to New Orleans. They retire from their 
natal regions in the north in September; and early in Oc
tober are seen to arrive in great numbers about Ipswich, 
Cape Ann, and Cape Cod in Massachusetts, continuing to 
come till the month of November, and generally appearing 
in greater numbers after the occurrence of an eastwardly 
storm. In hazy weather they also fly low and diverge into 
the bays and inlets. Many of these wandering flocks p888 
on to the south almost without any delay, usually in mar
shalled and angular lines, but sometimes in a confused 
gang, loudly gabbling as they proceed. Their stay here is 
commonly so short that it is necessary to ambuscade in huts 
on ~heir route in order to obtain them. The course of their 
passage is remarkably uniform, and instead of winding 
round the bays, they cross over the narrow necks and penin
sulas of land which lie in their southern route, as if in 
haste to arrive at some particular destination, or dissat
isfied with the prospect of fare. They continue almost 
without interruption their inflexible course, until seduced 
by the mildness of the climate or the abundance of their 
food, they seem inclined to take up their permanent winter 
residence in the inlets of Long Island, and the sheltered 
bays of New Jersey; arriving, according to Wilson, in Egg 
Harbour, sometimes as early as the 20th of September,« 
almost without the intermission of any interval,. bat b 
necessary food and repose, from the time of their _ring 
the shores of Hudson's Bay. The first flights, still ad
venturous and roving, generally remain here only a few . 
days, and then pass on still farther to the south. Flocks con
tinue, however, to arrive from the north, and many remain in 
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the waters of New Jersey until the severe weather of Decem-
ber them "eek o"t milder "~" ""',,. 
jng jourm,y they t"g:?mb]e in great 
an extensive spiral sweep some miles in circuit, to reconnoi
tre their route, when risiny at length high in the air, they 
sWe" the and :?,:?ntLnue thnl" nnurse the 
or even out at sea for several leagues, till they arrive again 
at some new destination. 

Brent Gn the at ]0"\'1 water, 
no,,, then in th" m",'shes ; comnH,n fare is 
laver, (Ulva laduca, and U. latissima,) and other tender 
marine plants· they now and thcn also cat small shen-fish~ 
In spriny EYe old are yenerally E""n and 
flav,,,,,,X, but in wintcr they are justly esteemed as a ,EeKi
eacy, and sell at a high price. They never dive, but wade 
abo"t quest their at th" ",cess of tide. 
the of Hater swim at the" "ase in 
bay, ranged in long lines, particularly during the contin
uance of calm weather. 

,'Olce ,he Brent and 
in "nmpany equflE" tfe yell of a pacY of 

hounds. When pursued or nearly approached, in a state 
of n,,,,finement, they hiflfl like comm,"G Geess. They 
often amonhflt each oth",*, and the D""y" 
in their vicinity, driving the latter off their feeding ground. 
They never dive in quest of food, yet, when wing broken, 
the R",nt will a h"nd,,,d yards Gr mOn' a stn:,t,'.h 
afldn" the wat,,·, ; ,nd it i" tRw"n very dEdl,'.ult to "htflin. Ahout 
the'middle of May they reappear on their way to the north;. 

'but at this timo floflely stoh long, driven by 
Weethefl 

~- .. The navigator Barentz found multitudes sitting on their 
eggs, about the 21st of June, 1595, in the great bay called 
Wikw danz Wetefl; and, his am"o'ement, diflcfl,*,ered 
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to be the Rotgansm, which his couDtrymen~ the Dutch, sup
posed to have been generated from some tzees in Scotland, 
the fruit of which, when ripe, fell into the sea, and were 
converted into Goslings.· 

The Brent is about 2 feet in length; and 8 teet 6 inches in alar ez
tent; from the bill to the front 1 inch ~ linea. Head, neck, shouldeN, 
and awell of the breast, greyish-black. Quills, tertiarie8, rump, and 
tail, greenish.black. Back, acapulara, and outer and inner wing 
coverts clove-brown, margined with yellowish-grey. A mottled 8PO~ 
on the side of the neck, tail coverts above and below, sides of the 
rump, and vent, white. Belly yellowish-grey. Flanks transveraely 
barred with bluish-grey and white. Bill and feet black, the former 
small and ahorter than the head. Tail coverts as long as the tail, 
which ia much rounded. 

HUTCHINS'S BARNACLE GOOSE. 

(/luer HutchiMi, RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 470. .8fIIJ8l1err&idc, 
fl. RICHARD. Append. Parry'. Second Voy. i. p. 368. Canad& 
Goose, HEARNE, Journey, p. 489.) 

SP. CHARACT.- With a black bill, le8B than an inch and a half in 
length; a white kidney-shaped patch on the throat; upper half oC 
the neck black, the throat white. 

ON Captain Parry's secoDd voyage several flocks of Geese 
were seen on Melville Peninsula, which were thought to be 
the Anser leucopsis or Barnacle, but which the Esquimawr. 
said were the males of the Brent, that, during the breeding 
season, separate themselves from the females. A number 
of specimens were obtained, all of which proved to be males, 
and, in the Appendix above quoted, Dr. RichardsoD de
scribed them merely as a variety of the BreDt, bllt &om ia-

• The English flI1t1ed tb. _me of the Bamaete, as we bave re\atecI and.r tIIat 
article. 
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formation afterwards obtained, he considered them as be
longing to a different species, hitherto confounded with the 
.d. canadmsis. In Hudson's Bay they are well known by 
the Cree name of Apistiskeesh, and are generally thought 
by the residents to be merely a small kind of the Canada 
Goose, as they have the white kidney- haped patch on the 
throat, which is deemed peculiar to that pecies. Their 
habits, however, are dis imilar j the Canada Gee e frequent
ing the fresh-water lakes and rivers of the interior, and 
feeding chiefly on herbage j while the present species are 
always found on the sea coast, feeding on marine plants, 
and the mollusca which adhere to them, and from whence 
their flesh acquires a strong fishy taste. In form, size, and 
general colors of the plumage, the new species more nearly 
resembles the Brent, than the Canada Goose. It differs, 
however, from the former in having the white reniform 
patch on the throat and cheeks, in wanting the spotted 
white mark on the side of the neck, in the black color 
terminating 4 inches higher, instead of including the swell 
of the upper parts of the back and breast, and in the white 
of the vent being more extended. It is totally unlike A . 
leucopsis in plumage, and has a larger bill. 

This species of Barnacle, named in honor of Mr. Hutch
ins, and from whom Pennant and Latham derived most of 
their information respecting the birds of Hudson's Bay, 
breeds in considerable numbers on the shores and islands 
of the Arctic sea, being seldom seen in the interior, and 
keep near the sea coast in their migrations. They feed on 
marine plants, and mollusca, as well as 011 grass and berries, 
in common with the A. bernicla. 

Length of the species about 25 inches; the wing 14; the bill to 
the front 1 inoh 8~ lines; tarsus 2 inches 6 lines. The head, neck, 
rump and tail, pitch black; back, and both surfaces of the wings 
clove.brown, the edges of the feathers yellowish·grey and worn. 
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A speck before the eye, the under eye.lid, a kidney-ehaped patch 
on the throat, terminating acutely on each aide of the hind head, 
a band passing over the upper tail coverts and forwards by the side, 
of the rump, breast, vent, and under tail coverta, all white. Abdo
men yellowish·grey, edged with white. Flanks transversely barred 
with bluish.grey and white. Bill and feet black. Bill higher thaD 
wide at the front, shaped much like that of the Brent, but wider, 
the commissure straighter, and the teeth of the upper IDaDdible not 
appearing externally. Wings; ht and 3d quills nearly equal to the 
2d, which is the longest; the spur at the angle of the wing nearly IS 

much developed as in .11. bemida, but less than in .11. co.ntulensia and 
.Il. levt:opm. Tail of 14 feathers, rounded laterally; the middle ~ 
shorter than the acljoining ones, and sca.reely exceeding the outer. 

SWANS. (CYGNUS, Ray.) 

IN these large aquatic birds the BILL is at base higher than it ie 
broad, gibbous, partly cylindric above, obtuse, and of the II8DI8 

breadth throughout; the teeth lamelliform; the upper mandible 
provided with a nail, and curved at the tip; the lower shorter and 
narrower. NOSTRILS in the middle of the bill, oval, pervious, coy· 
ered by a membrane. The ttmgtUl thick and obtuse, fringed at its 
aides. Head small, lora naked; neck exceedingly long. FBET 

placed far back, very short and stout; tarsus shorter than the middle 
toe; webs broad and entire; hind toe equal to a joint of the middle 
one, simple, touching the ground merely at the extremity. Wif1/f8 
very long, when folded, the primaries scarcely extend beyond the 
secondaries: 1st and 4th quills equal; the 2d and 3d longest. Tail 
wedge.shaped, consisting of numerous feathers. 

The female somewhat smaller. but similar to the male in plu
mage. The young, for two or three years differ from the adult. The 
moult is simple, annual, and protracted iu ita duration. The plu. 
mage is very close, thick, soft and light. The color uniform. 

These are among the largest of aquatic birds, dwelling on fresh 
waters, rivers or lakes, in which they swim with filcility, aiding 
their motion often through the yielding element and the air, by 
.preading out their wings like bending Bails: indeed they surpUB 
all other birds in grace and elegance upon the water. From their 
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IItnIctare, aDd the extreme buoyancy of their plumage, they are 
UDable 10 clive, but often feed in the water, by meana of their ez· 
tended neeD, which allow them in aIWlOWI 10 reach the bottom. 
Their food ill chiefly vegetable, but they tJ.o devoor reptiles, CIpe

cially frogs, and other -n IlllUtic animw, for which they leuch 
in the mud beneath the water, ICUcely ever preying on fiIh, but 
rather protecting them by feeding on the enemiel of the fry: and 
hence for their unparalleled beauty and elegance, are among the 
choicest decorationl of artificial water pieces. They are MCtly 
monogamoUl; building on the ground in the vicinity of water, or in 
aecluded isleta. The nest ill compOlCd of a pile of marsh planta, or 
any other 10018 material. in the vicinity, railed into a mound. The 
male is very vigilant in protecting his mate while litting, be 
shares with her all the parental cares; and if attacked while swim· 
ming, without other convenient means of escape, be is capable of 
inflicting severe blows with his wings. They walk badly; and at 
rest place one foot on the back. Their flight, when elevated, i. rapid 
and protracted, and they leldom alight but in the water. 

The species are few, but distributed over the whole world. They 
appear to bold an intermediate character between the Geele and 
Ducks, but are more cIOlCI, allied to the latter. 
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(CYpUJI fenu , R,\IJ, Synope. p. 136 . ./1. 2. MOl'TAGu. Dict. Om. 
[ed. alt.] p.543. C. mtUietu, BI!CHST. Boup. Synope. No. 321 • 
./1ruu CYpUJI flTUJl, Lil' . Faun. Suec. No. 107. ./1ruu Cy~, 
Lil'. Syst. i. p. 194. LATH . Ind. ii. p. 833 .• p. 1. TI! ••• Man. 
d'Orn. ii. p. tl28. Whistling or Wild Swan, LATH. PU!f. Brit. 
Zoo!. p. 149. t. Q. EDWARDS, Glean. tab. ISO. Whistling Swan, 
Pl!l'l' . Arct. Zoo!. No. 469. Le Cygm &luNge, BUFF. Oia. ix. p. 
8. DU' Sing.chwan, MErI!R, Taaachenb. ii. p. 498. NAu •. Nachtr. 
tab. 13. fig. Zl. Cygrw &l'lXltico, Stor. Degli. Ucc. v. pI. 554. 
Phi!. MU8Cum, No ... • . ) 

SP. CHAR.\CT. - White, top of the head somewhat yellowieh; bill 
black, without a tubercle; the bare space round the eye yellow; 
tail of 20 feathcrs. - The young pale ash color, and with the naked 
space round the eye flc8h colored; feet black . 

THE WhistIi~g Swan retires into the Arctic regions to 
pass in more security the period of reproduction, during the 
short but brilliant summers which there prevail. In autumn 
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they migrate oyer both continents, and in winter are some
times numerous in the Bay of Chesapeake. Flooks are 
seen and heard to pus also through various parts of the 
interior of America, and they are no where more abundant 
at that season than in Missouri, Arkansa, and Louisiana, 
to which countries, by the great valley of the Mississippi, 
they are seen to repair in lofty and numerous flights to the 
very close of winter, protracting their stay sometimes until 
driven to move by the severest frosts. In the winter or 
1810, I saw two of these graceful birds in a state of domes
tication near St Louis, (Missouri) which were obtained with 
several others at the same time, in consequence of the 
extreme cold. The thermometer falling to 150 below zero, 
they were unable to bear the cutting severity of the weather, 
and fell disabled, accompanied by several Wild Ducks, 
into an adjoining field, where a few survived and be
came tame. In summer they are seen in last numbers 
inhabiting the great lakes and marshes of the Tartarim 
and Siberian deserts: and resort in great flooks to winter 
around the Caspian and EUDne seas. At the same season 
they frequent the mild climate of Greece, Lydia, Anatolia, 
and Egypt. In Europe they proceed as far north as Iceland, 
where they seek out the remote lakes among the mountainl. 
According to Dr. Richardson they also breed at Igloolik 
near the northern extremity of Melville Peninsula. A few 
pairs, according to Fleming, formerly bred in the OrkneYl, 
but jealous of intrusion, have now probably deserted the 
shores of the Ultima Thule. They are also seen in winter 
along the sea coasts of Holland and France. 

Whistling Swans arrive in Hudson's Bay about the end 
of May, in small flocks accompanied by the Geese, and 
propagate in great numbers along the shores, islands, and 
inland lakes. These, distinguished by their note and in
ferior size from the following, are called Hoopers, and 
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mostly frequent the sea coast. The Cygnets are esteemed 
a delicate dish, and the full grown young are also excel
IeDt food. The aborigines of the interior make much use 
of the down of the Swan as a matter of decoration, in 
which taste they have also been very successfully followed 
by civilized nations. Among the Icelanders they are an 
object of chase, in the moulting season, which takes place 
in August, after rearing their young; they are pursued by 
dogs, and on horseback, the animals being purposely trained 
to pass nimbly over bogs and marshes. The eggs, in the 
spring, as well as the flesh in autumn, are there much used 
as food, and the feathers form an article of trade. In Kam
tsehatka, where they likewise abound and breed, they are 
taJ(en and used in the slUDe manner. They nest on the 
ground in the ran~ herbage near the water; laying 5 to 
'1 olivaceous-green eggs, appearing as if covered with a 
whitish incrustatioD. Their food consists of aquatic plants 
and insects. 

The Whistling Swan, though commonly tamed and do
mesticated in Russia, has not the grace and elegance or 
the Mute 'species, as instead of the beautiful curve of the 
neck, it swims with it erect. Its vocal organs are also 
remarkably assisted by the elaborate structure of the tra
chea, which instead of passing on direct to the lungs, as in 
the Mute Swan, forms two circumvolutions within the 
chest, like a real trumpet, before terminating in the respira
tory organ, and it is thus enabled to utter a powerful and 
IIOnorous note. The common Tame Swan, on the contrary, 
is the most silent of birds; being unable to utter any louder 
Doise than a hiss. This deficiency of voice is, however, 
amply made up by beauty of form, and insinuating grace. 
Its pure, spotless, and splendid attire; its stately attitude; 
the ease and elegance, with which, like a bark, it sits and 
moves majestically on the water, as if proud and conseioUB 
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of its beauty; aiding its pompous progress by gently raising 
its snow white wings to catch the sportive breeze, wherein 
it wantons with luxuriant ease, queen of its native element. 
In short, all conspires to shroud the Swan, however mute, 
with its long acknowledged and classic perfection. And u 
if aware of its high and ancient pretensions, it still, as in 
former ages, frequents the now neglected streams of the 
Meander and the Strymon; with an air of affected lan
guor they are yet seen silently sailing by the groves of 
Paphos, though no longer cherished by its Beauteous 
Queen: - and still, as ever, altered as the scene may be to 
nature's rudest form, 

The Swan, with arched Ill'C.Ir. 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, row. 
Her state with oary feet j * • • • .. 

and knows no change but that of season. 
The Hooper emits his notes only when flying, or calling 

on his mate or companions; the sound is something like 
'tlJlwogla, 'wAoogA, very loud and shrill, but by no means dis
agreeable, when heard high in the air, and modulated by 
the winds. The natives of Iceland indeed compare it, very 
flatteringly, to the notes of a violin. Allowance must be 
made, however, for this predilection, when it is remembered 
that they hear this cheerful clarion at the close of a 10Dg 
and gloomy winter, and when, in the return of the Swan, 
they listen to the harbinger of approaching summer; every 
note must be, therefore, melodious, which presages the 
speedy thaw, and the return of life and verdure to their 
gelid coast. 

It is to this species alone that the ancients could attribute 
the power of melody; - the singular faculty of tuning its 
dying dirge from among the reedy marshes of its final re
treat. In a low, plaintive, and stridulous voice, in the 
moment of death, it murmured forth its last prophetic sigh. 
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These doleful strains were heard at the dawn of day, or 
when the. winds and waves were still; and like the syrinx of 
Pan, were in all probability nothing more than the murmura 
and sighs of the wind through the marshes and forests 
graced and frequented by these elegant aquatic birds. The 
Mute Swan never visits the Padus, styled Oloriferus, from 
the numbers of the present species which frequent its 
waters. It is also almost equally certain that none but the 
present is ever seen on the Cayster, in Lydia, each of them 
streams celebrated by the poets, as the resort of Swans. 

Haud secus Eridani Btagnis rip&ve Caymi 
Innat&t a1bus Olor, pronoque immobile corpl1ll 
Dat Iiuvio: et pedibus t&citis emigrat in undu. 

SlLllIS ITALlct1s. Lib. 14. 

The Hooper i. about 5 feet in length: the alar extent 7 feet 8 
inches. Length of the bill above, 4 inchell 4llines; the t&raus" 
inches; the middle toe and nail 6i inches. Wholly white except 
the head and nape, which are very aligbtly tinted with yellowish. 
Bill black, covered at ita bue with a yellow cere, which surrounU 
also the region of the eye.. Iria brown. Feet black. 

In the young, the wbole plu.mage is of a pale grey; the fore part 
of the bill dull black, with the cere and naked space round the eyes 
livid Iiesb color. Tbe feet reddisb.grey. In the second moult it ap
peUII already in whitish plu.mage. 

TRUMPETER SWAN. 

(Oygmu TnueifllltOf', RICRAIlD80lf, North. Zool. ii. p. 464. Kutc1&e. 
_peuAftD, CaEE IIfDlAlil. The Trumpeter, LAWIOlf. HiBt. Carol. 
p.146.) 

SP. CRAUCT. - White; head glOlBed above with chestnut; bill 
entirely black, without a tubercle; tail of 24 feathers; the feet 
black. 

ACCORDING to Richardson this is the most common Swan 
in the interior of the fur countries, which it frequents to 
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breed, 88 far BOUth 88 the 61st parallel, but principally within 
the Arctic circle. In its migrations it is generally seen to 
precede the Geese by a few days. It is to the Trumpeter 
that the bulk of the Swan-skins imported by the HudBOn', 
Bay Company belong. Lawson remarks that they arrive in 
great flocks in Carolina in autumn, and frequent the rivers 
and fresh waters, retiring thence to breed in the north as 
early as February. This species, remarkable for its loud 
clarion, descends the valley of the Mississippi in great flights 
at the approach of winter. Hearne, who alBO observed this 
Trumpeter, remarks" I have heard them, in serene even
ings, .after sunset, make a noise not very unlike that of a 
French Horn, but entirely divested of every note that con
stituted melody, and have often been sony that it did not 
forebode their death." The trachea is well supplied with 
the means of producing this hollow clang, a fold of it 
entering a protuberance on the dorsal or interior aspeet of 
the sternum at its upper part, which is wanting both in the 
CylfJlus ferus (the preceding species) and the C. BeUJickii: 
in other respects the windpipe is distributed through the 
sternum nearly as in the latter of these species. 

The length of the Trumpeter Swan is about 70 inches; the willi 
26; the bill above, 4 inches 11 linel; the tarsus 41 inches; the 
middle toe and ita nail 6 inches 9 lines. - The-color white, the fore
head alone tinged wIth reddish-orange. Bill, cere, and legs entirely 
black. The bill nearly resembling that of C. jtJnUI in form, though 
longer and rather more depreBBed. Wings: third quill longest. 
Some specimens, it appelll's, have the crown and cheeks bright 
chestnut. 
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BEWICK'S SWAN. 

(Cypw Bewiekii, Y ARREL. Lin. Tranaact. %Vi p.4.(5. (Jan. 1880.) 
SUBY, Illustr. ofOmith. vi. pl. 95. RICHARD. and SWAIIIS. North. 
Zoo!. ii. p.465.) 

Sp. CHARACT.- White; bill yellow at the hue posterior to the 
nostrils; tail of 18 feathel'8; the feet black. 

THIS Swan breeds on the small lakes of the coasts and 
islands of the Arctic Sea, and is seen in the interior of the 
fur countries while on its passage only; its principal route is 
along the coast of Hudson's Bay. It arrives with the 
latest of the migratory birds in the spring, while the Trum
peters are, with the exception of the Eagles, the earliest. 
They winter, according to Lewis and Clarke, near the 
mouth of the Columbia, where they were seen in very great 
numbers. Captain Lyon describes its nest as built of mose
peat, nearly six feet long, four and three quarters wide, and 
two feet high externally; the cavity a foot and a half in 
diameter. The eggs were brownish-white, slightly clouded 
with a darker tint. 

The length of this species is about 55 inches; of the bill abo,", 
36 inches; taraus 8 inches 9 lines; the middle toe and nail 5 inches 
3 lines: elltent of wing 6 feet 1 inch. Pure white, ellcept the crown, 
nape, and upper parts of the neck, which are deeply tinged with 
reddish-orange, and the belly which is Blightly glOBBed with the 
.me. Bill black; cere orange (that color entirely behind the DOlI

trils.) Irides orange. Feet black. - Old birds are entirely white, 
and young ones grey. The 2d and 3d quills equal and lonpt. 
Tail wedge-formed, of 18 feathel'8. 
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DUCKS. (ANA •• - Lia.) 

WITH the BILL broader t.haa high at the hue, wideaing more or 
lela at the extremity, .omewhat ftaUened, obtue and much deprelllll!d 
towarda the point; marginal teeth Iamelliform, weak: upper maD· 

dible convex, curved, and furniJIhed with a alender nail at the end; 
the lower narrower, iat, and entirely covered by the margins of the 
upper. NOBTllILI bual, approaching together, oval, open, pervioua, 
and partly cloeed by a membrane. Tongue stout, and obtuae, fringed 
at the sides. The auk about the length of the body. FEET nearly 
central, but rather small and weak; tarsua about equal with the 
middle toe, not very much compreased; webB entire; the hind toe 
equal in length with a joint of the middle one, simple, touchinr the 
ground at tip. Wingtl moderate, acute i the primaries long; the 1st 
and 2d, or 2d only, longest. The tail of from 14 to 16 feathers. 

The plumage of the female dift"erent from the adult male i the 
younr more or leBS resemble the female. The moult takes place 
twice in the year, in the female only partially, in the male com· 
pletely, IUlBUming towarda the end of Bummer and after the cloee of 
the breeding sea.on the humble dreBB of the female. The plUlllllp 
thicker than in the Geese, but leBS .0 than in the Swans and Ful.i(p
Le. There is a conspicuous brirht colored patch, usually called the 
lpeCulum, on the wing in moat of the species. The colors of the 
female a.re generally dull and greyish. The windpipe or trachea 
swelling out at ita bifurcation into cartilaginous cavities. 

Theee well known birds are eminently aquatic, and migratory, 
approacbing the sea coast in iockaduring autumn and winter, but 
frequent &esh water pondl, lakes and rivers, particularly thoee with 
grauy and sedgy borders, preferring shallow places in which they 
can fathom the bottom with the bill without the aid of deeply diving, 
to which they only have recourse in the breeding sea.on, or when 
compeUed by neceBBity to avoid their enemies; they therefore 
uaually avoid deep waters. While swimming, which they perform 
with lingular addreBB and facility, they stretch forward the body and 
elevate the tail. They walk comparatively well, with the feet cloee 
together, but waddle, and do not poise the body with the s&me ease 

• From &be Gree .. II81II. tor &be Duck .--' trom"", to ftIi •• 
32 
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.. the GeeIe. Their flight ill comparatively light, swift, high and 
whiatling. They are somewhat nocturnal, feeding and travelling 
often by night or in slender twilight. Their food is principally veg
etable, plants, and seeds, to which they also add lIlIuatic animals, and 
sometimes soft bodied insects and mollusca. They are disposed to poly
gamy: breeding in the grua often near water, and some in thl' holloWli 
of decayed trees. The nest ill often lined with down, and the l'ggs are 
numerous. On the female alone devolves the whole charge of incu
bation and the rearing of the young: she covers her eggs as often 
.. she h.. .eceBBity to leave them, with the dowu or lining of her 
nest, and is very secret in her movements and her retreat. 

The species are numerous, and spread over the whole globe to 
both extremities, but they are most abundant in the temperate 
regions, and generally retire in our hemisphere far north to breed. 

Subgenus. - SPATBULEA, Fleming. (SPATULA, Boie. 
RHYNCHASPIS, Leach. Bonap.) 

THE bill long, without a fleshy protuberance; the upper mandible 
semicylindric, broad and somewhat orbicular at the extremity, the 
nail small, and much incurved: lamelliform teeth, very long and 
slender. The head wholly feathered.-The female cillfering greatly 
from the male. 

These feed chiefly on small aquatic animals, minute shell.fish and 
insects, which they sometimes obtain by sifting the mud through 
their long and pectinate teeth; they also at times collect tender 
marine and fluviatile vegetables. The bill is very sensitive, ex
hibiting when dry a complicated nervous surface. 
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SHOVELER. 

(.au. clypeGta, LIN. LATH. ap. 60. WILSON, viii. p. 65. pI. 67. fig. 
7. BOR.n. Synoptl. No. 322. RICHARD and SWAIKB. North. Zool. 
ii. p. 4119. TUK. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 842. Ilnas rubeu, GKBL. 

ap. 81. [var. young male.] Shoveler Duck, PUR. Aret. Zool. ii. 
No. 485. LA Suu.cket, BUFF. Pl. Enlum. 971, and 972. [male and 
female.] Phil. Museum, No. 2734.) 

SP. CUAlUCT. - With a green spot or mirror on the wings, mar
g;ned above with white, and below with black; the wing covertll 
light blue. -Male brown: head and neck green; the belly mfo. 
chestnut.: Female and yotRtg wholly broWDiah, varied with whit.iah, 
rufous, and blackish. 

THE Shoveler, remarkable by the broadness of its bill, is 
an inhabitant of the northern parts of both continents; 
according to Richardson, frequenting chiefly the clear lakes 
of the hyperboreal districts, selecting for their breeding place 
the Barren Grounds, where they remain to pass the summer, 
appearing in numbers in the more southern and woody 
country, only in the spring and autumn when migrating. 
Early in October they visit the small fresh water lakes and 
marshes near the sea in Massachusetts, and in the course of 
the winter continue south to the extremity of the Union, pene
uating into Mexico and along the coast of the Gulf to 
Vera Cruz, and perhaps still further'in quest of subsistence, 
and shelter from the cold. They also inhabit Norway, 
Sweden, and Russia, and are found even in Kamtschatka in 
the summer. They are very abundant in the marshes, 
lakes, and rivers of Holland, and as birds of passage visit 
France, Germany and England. Soon after March, accor
ding to Baillon, they disperse through the fens in France to 
breed, and select the same places with the Summer Teal, 
choosing with them large tufts of rushes, making a nest of 
withered grass in the most bog" and difficult place. of 
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acceB8, near waters. The eggs are 12 to 14, of a very pale 
greenis.h-yellow ; the female sits 24 or 25 days. The young, 
in consequence of the great disproportion of the bill, at that 
period, have a most uncouth and awkward appearance, 
seeming to be oppressed by its weight, and perpetually in
clined to rest it upon the breast. They run about and 
swim, however, as soon as hatched, and are carefullyattend
ed by the parent, who incessantly guards them from the 
surprise of ravenous birds. On these occasions, when the 
danger becomes unavoidable, the young are seen to squat 
.aently among the grass, while the old birds run off and 
dive. Their cry has been compared to that of a rattle 
turned by small jerks in the hand. 

The Shoveler is considered one of the moat tender and 
delieate flavored Ducks, growing yery fat in winter. Their 
U8Ual food is said to be small fish and insects; rarely vege
tables and seeds. In a pair of the young which I examined, 
that were killed in Fresh Pood in this vicinity, the Btomach 
eootained many fragments of a very delicate diyaricated 
small green ACtls, minute &irpi plucked up by the roots, 
also fragments of some C1atJf'a, with minute Natiea and 
AlIDmia shells quite comminuted, and a portion of grareL 
We see therefore, that the remarkable structure of the bill 
in this species, is no way generally indicative of any pecu
liar habit of feeding. The labyrinth in the trachea of the 
male is small, and its voice probably proportionately feeble. 

The Shoveler is about 211 inches in length; the folded wings 91 
inche.; length of the bill above, 2 inchell 41 linea; tarsus 1 inch 6 
line •. - Male, with the head, adjoining half of the neck, medial 
,tripe to the interacapular., the whole back, interior ICapularl, and 
primaries, umber-brown. Sides of the head, the neck, and crest. 
glOMed with duck-green: the rump and tail coverll, above and 
below, with blackish-green. Lower half of the neck, the breut, 
moulder., shorter scapulara, end. of the greater wing covertl, and 
tide. of the rump, white i longer scapulars, .triped with pale blue, 
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white and blacDh-b!own. .Le.er COTert8 pale blue. Speculum 
(or wing 8pot) brilliant grau-green, broadly bordered above and nar
row]y edged below with white; bounded interiorly with greenish
b]ack. Belly and flanks deep orange-brown, the latter waved p0s

teriorly with black. Bill black. Legs orange. 

The female is liver-brown above, with broad borden of pale wood
brown; beneath pale wood-brown with obscure liver·brown marks. 
In this sell: iB also wanting the dark-brown and green colon of the 
head, rump, and tail covert8, the white of the neck, breast, BideB of 
the rump, and _pulara, and also the orange-brown of the belly. 
The lesser wing covert. are alightly glOBBed with pale blue, and the 
speculum is Ie .. ririd than in the male. 

SubgenU8. - BoSCBAt!I. &ainstm. ANAS. Btmap. 

TaB bill of moderate dimenBiona, nearly of the same breadth 
throughout, and without any fleshy protuberance; the teeth amaIl, 
and comparatively coarse. The head wholly feathered. 

The sell:eB di1Fer much in their plumage. 

The DuckB, properly 10 called, feed ou tender aquatic plant., 
chiefly seede and pain; also on spawn, fry, moll_ and other 
aquatic animals. 

32-
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COMMON DUCK, OR MALLARD. 

(Ana8 domes/ica, RICHARD . IlIld SWAllU. North. Zool. ii. p. 442 . 
.Ihuu b08Chas, LIl'N. LATR. Ind. sp. 49. TEIlIl. M&n. d'Orn. ii. p. 
835. WILSON, viii. p. 112. pI. 70. fig. 7. [male.] Doup. Synoptl. 
No. 323. The Mallard, PEII". Arc!.. Zool ii. No. 494. LA Canard 
&llll·oge, BI'FJ'. Oi8. ill. p. 115. tab. 7 and 8. PI. Enlum. 7i6. and 
m. B08cltas 1TUljor, Ray. Syn • .I1. 1, 150,1. Phil. Museum, No. 
2864.) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Sp~culum purple with green reflections, bounded 
with black and white; rump blackish; tail of 16 f{'athers . - Mah, 
with t.he head and neck green ; & white collar on the neck; the 
middle tail coverts recurved. Fnnale and yuung wholly brownish, 
v:uied with yellowish and blackish. 

THE Mallard, or original of our domestic Duck, like 90 

many other species, is common to most parts of the north
ern hemisphere. As a bird of passage, in spring and 
autumn, it is seen in every part of the United States, and 
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indeed inhabits more or less the whole continent, from the 
gulf of Mexico to the 68th parallel in the fur countries of the 
Canadian wilderness. In Europe it. is met with every 
where, up to the dreary climates of Greenland, where many 
even pass the greater part of the winter. Avoiding the sea 
coast, it is but rarely that the Mallard visits this vicinity, 
retiring south by an interior route. They breed in the in
land woody districts of the fur countries, and more or less 
through all the intermediate space as far south as Pennsyl
vania. In England also, as well as in Sweden, Denmark, 
GerJllany, aud all parts of the vast dominions of Russia, no 
Jess than Arctic Europe, and the Aleutian Islands in the 
north Pacific, the Wild Duck is known to breed. They 
Dest commonly on the borders of rivers and lakes, some
times at a considerable distance from water, amongst reeds, 
grass, or in fields and copses, according to the conve
nience of the locality, and occasionally even upon trees 
impending over waters. For its nest it scrapes together a 
small quantity of such dry weeds as happen to be con
tiguous, and lays from 10 to 18 eggs of a bluish-white. At 
the time of incubation, the female plucks the down from her 
breast to line the nest, and frequently covers the eggs when 
she leaves them. 

Although it is most natural for all those birds, whose 
young run as soon as they are hatched, to deposit their 
eggs on the ground, in the Duck we have some curioWl 
exceptions. It is asserted by a person of veracity in 
England, that a half domesticated Duck was known to nest 
in a tower, where she hatched her young, and brought them 
down in safety to a piece of water at a considerable distance. 
Mr. Tunstall mentions one, at Etchingham, in Sussex, 
which was found sitting upon 9 eggs, on an oak 25 feet 
from the ground, and in another instance one was known to 
take possession of the nest of a Hawk in a large oak. 
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Though believed to be monogamous, the fact is doubtful, u, 
during the season of incubation, the Mallards are seen to 
congregate apart from the Ducks as among other polygamous 
birds. Indeed, so little is the male interested in the fate of 
the brood he has procreated, that the female, as incubation 
·advances, is assiduous to hide herself from the company of 
her indifferent mate: she steals to her nest with caution, and 
sits on her eggs with the greatest pertinacity and instinctive 
affection. When the young are hatched, in situations 
remote from water, the parent is seen to transport them 
to it by carrying them gently in her bill. In the evening, 
the mother retires into the reeds, and broods her young 
under her wings for the night. Almost from the moment of 
hatching the ducklings swim and dive with the greatest 
address, employing themselves ollen in catching gnats and 
other insects on which they at first principally feed, but 
though so alert and well provided for their aquatic life, their 
aerial progress and the growth of their wings is very tardy, 
these continuing short and misshapen for near ix weeks, and 
jt can scarcely attempt to fly in less than three months. 
This protracted infancy necessarily indicates the nece sity 
of pairing early in the season, and in the milder parts of 
Europe, the males, jealous and quarrelsome with each other, 
begin towards the close of February already to address their 
mates. 

Wild Ducks at all times show more activity in the niglrt 
than in the day. They feed, migrate, arrive and depart, 
chiefly in the evening, and in the night. In the dll8k, the 
rustling of their wings often alone marks their progress. 
Their flight is generally in the form of a wedge or two eon
verging lines ( :> ); and being very cautious, they never 
alight until they have wheeled several times round the spot, as 
if to survey any lurking danger that may possibly threat
en. They often also swim out at a distance from the shore, 
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and one or more of the party, experienced 88 leaders, usually 
watcb for the common safety, and give instant alarm, when
ever there is occasion. Durmg the day, they thus roam at 
large OR the lakes, seclu!Ied pools or broad rivers remote 
£rom the shores, resting or sleeping till the approach of twi
light. In a domestic state, though their habits are so much 
changed, they are very noisy and watchful in the evening 
and at dawn, responding their quack and cackle to the early 
crowing of the Cock. It is at this time that the fowler. 
secreted in his hut or in any other way, lays m wait for their 
approach to t}le lure of his female decoys, and pours 
among them his destructive fire. 

It would far exceed our limits to detail the various arts 
employed in order to obtam this wily and highly esteemed 
game. Decoys of wood, carefully painted to imitate these 
and other species, are sometimes very successful lures in 
the morning twiligbt. The imitation of floating objects, as a 
boat painted white amongst moving ice, has also sometimes 
been attended with complete success. In India and ChiD., 
the natives wadmg into the water, and concealing the head 
in a calabash, steal upon the Ducks imperceptibly, and 
drawing them down severally by the legs, fasten them to a 
girdle, till they become loaded with their unsuspicious 
game. 

In the fens of Lincolnshire, extensive and ingenious de
coys are made for this purpose, in the form of a windiDg 
canal passing out of the lake where the Ducks resort, 
and which is screened on one side by a high reed fence. 
At the bottom of this artificial and converging sluice inarch
ed with willows, a tunnel net is laid, into which the birds 
IU'f(I driven, by a dog tramed for the purpose, and sent out 
to the Ducks at the entrance of tbe inlet; they are thus, 
with suitable precaution, at length urged into tbe net, some
times in such quantities, that five or six dozen have been 
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taken out at one drift; and Pennant rei ates a season in which 
31,200 Ducks, including Teals and Widgeons, were sold in 
London only, from ten of these decoys near WainBeet, in 
Lincolnshire. Formerly, the Ducks while in moult, and 
unable to By, were driven into nets, in such numbers, that 
88 many as 4000 have been taken at one driving in Deep
ing Fen; and Latham quotes an instance of 2,646 being 
taken in two days, near Spalding, in the same county. But 
this manner of catching, or rather extirpating game, while in 
the moult, is now justly prohibited. The season of catch
ing Ducks in England, as regulated by law, ~ from the end 
of October to the beginning of February. 

The food of the Wild Duck is small fish, fry, snails, 
aquatic insects and plants, as well as seeds and most sorts 
of grain. In the severity of winter, if the standing waters 
become frozen, they remove to running rivers, and resort to 
the edge of woods in quest of acorns or other suitable food; 
but if the frost continues for eight or ten days they disap
pear, and do not return till the early thaws of the spring. 

The length of the Mallard or male is about 2 feet; the wings 11 
mche. 3 lines; the bill above, 2 inches 2 lines; the tarau. 1 inch 9 
line.. Head, and adjoining half of the neck deep emerald-green, 
below which there is a white collar; the remainder of the neck and 
breast are dark chestnut. Anterior part of the back, wing coverts, 
primaries, and tail, hair-brown of different shades: the tail feathen 
bordered with white, and the anterior part of the back finely waved 
with grey. Rump and upper tail coverts blackish·green: under tail 
coverts greenish. black. Shouldp1'1l, &capulars, Bides of the rump, 
flanks, and abdomen, grey, finely undulated with clove-brown. 
Some of the exterior scapulars, chestnut, with darker lines. Spec
ulum imperial purple, reflecting green, bounded above and below 
with velvet·b1ack and white, and interiorly with reddish·brown. 
Primaries cinerpoUB. Sides of the rump partly, and interior of the 
wings entirely, white. Wings an inch and a half shorter than the 
tail, which consists of 16 feathers; the two central pairs of upper 
tail coverts curl upwards. Bill w/l.J:.yellow, rather longer than the 
head. Irids reddish·brown. Legs orange. 

Digitized by Google 

I 
j 



GADWALL, OR GREY. 383 

The female reeembles the male only in the wings. The upper 
plumage and the tail are mostly liver-brown, with pale brown mar
giruI and hor.e-Bhoe shaped bars. - The upper parte of the head lint 

clarker; and the sides of the head and neck more finely marked. 
The under plUJDage yellowish-grey, obscurely spotted with brown; 
the breast tinged with chestnut. 

NOTE. I have received two specimens, said to be wild, which 
measure about 30 inches in length, and agree in most particulara 
with the common species; but in the adult the primaries are uhite., 
the tail feathers wholly grey; and the whole neck and breast as well 
as abdomen are of the same uniform grey and finely mottled color, 
with only a slight general tint of pale rufous. In the other male 
moulting into adult plumage, the primaries are dark-grey; and the 
grey of the breast is more distinctly waved with pale rufous. Mr. 
Cooper of New York. has also met with similar large specimens, and 
considers them as hybrids. What they are, or how originated, I am 
unable to determino, and thus merely call attention to the subject. 

GADWALL, OR GREY. 

(.87146 mepera, LJIf. LA.TR. Ind. &p. 69. WILIOIf, Till. p. 1!M>. pL 
71. fig. 1. TEllII. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 888. RICRAIlD. N. Zool. 
ii. p. 440. BolU.p. Synops. No. 324. Gadwall, PEJ(J(. Arct. ZOO). 
ii. L. LtJ Claipeav, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 958. [male.] Mori.t.G17, Om. 
Diet. red. all. eum ie.l Phil. MUlJeUID, No. 2750.) 
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Sr. CB~ILl(;T.-Speculum white, bordered with black and cbeef... 
nut, feet orange, their webs blackish; tail of Hi feathers. - Male 
blackish, waved with white; rump black. Female duller, rump of 
the _ color with the reat of the pllllll8ge. 

THE Gadwall inhabits the northern regions of both con
tinents, but does not in America, according to Richardson, 
proceed farther than the 68th parallel, and in Europe it 
seems not to advance higher than Sweden. In the 
Russian empire it extends over most of the latitudes of the 
European and Siberian part, except the east of the latter 
and Kamtschatka. In their migrations they pass chiefty 
into the warmer parts of Europe, being very rare in England, 
but common ·on the coasts of France, Italy and Sardinia. 
In the United States it appears to be generally rare. A few 
of the young birds are seen in this vicinity; and Wilson met 
with it in the interior on Seneca Lake, in October, 
and in February, at Louisville on the Ohio; and near the 
Big Bone Lick, in Kentucky. 

The Gadwall breeds in the woody districts of the remote 
northern fur countries of Canada. In the north of Europe 
they inhabit the vast rushy marshes; and in Holland, 
where they are common, they associate in the same places 
with the Wild Duck or Mallard. They nest in meadows 
and among rushes, laying 8 or 9 greenish-grey eggs. They 
are very much esteemed as game, are very alert at diving 
and swimming, and plunging at the ftash of the gun are 
obtained with difficulty. It is very timorous, lurking in the 
marshes by day, feeding only in the twilight of the morning 
and evening, and often till some time after night fall; they 
are then heard flying in company with the Whistlers, and 
like these obey the call of the decoy Dueks. Their ery 
much resembles that of the common Wild Duck; nor is it 
more raucous or louder, though Gesner seems to have meant 
to eharacterize its note by applying the epithet strtp«'Q, 
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which has been adopted by llUoceeding ornithologiets. 
Their food, consists or amall fish, sheDy mollusca, insects 
and aquatic plants. 

The trachea of the male is provided with a large la
byrinth, but in most respects agrees with that of the 
Mallard. 

The Gadwall is about 23 inchel in length; the wing 106 inches; 
the bill above, is about 1 inch 7 Iinel; the tarsus 1 inch 6 lines.
In the mtl.h, the top of the head and nape are Iiver·brown edged with 
py. Head beneath and neck grey with small brown specks. Base 
of the neck above and below, anterior part of the back, exterior 
_pulara, flanks, and sides of the vent, clove.brown, marked with 
concentric horae-shoe shaped white lines. Interior scapulara, 18B11er 
coverts, primaries, tertiaries, and tail, hair.brown; intermediate 
coverts, chestnut-brown; pater coverts, rump, and upper and 
under tail coverts, bluish·black. Speculum white, its anterior bor. 
der black. Lower part of the breast, middle of the belly, and under 
.arface of the wings white. First and second quill. equal and 
longest. Lege orange. Bill brownish.black, pale beneath, as long 
as the head, of equal breadth and height at the rictua; depreBlled but 
not widening anteriorly. Lamine of the mandibles rather stronger 
and much shorter than those of the Shoveler, but finer and more 
numerous than those of any other Ilorthem species. The upper 
__ project a tenth of an inch beyond the margin. Winge nearly 
equal to the tail. 

In the femals the feathere of the back are blackish·brown, edged 
with pale rufoue; the breast reddish.brown, spotted with black; 
there are no zig.zag lines on the flanks; and the rump and inferior 
tail coverts are grey:- In a young male, now before me, the 
general plumage is that of the female, dusky.brown with dull 
yellowish-brown edgings to the feathere, but none of the delicate 
caning lines of the male in those parte. The lummit of the head 
is very dark-brown. The speculum is white mixed with grey, ante
riorly bounded with blackish and grey: greater coverts over the 
lpeculum only, black with green reflections, no chestnut on any of 
the coverts, and the scapulara dueky. Rump the general color of the 
back: under tail coverta paler. Below spotted with dusky, the 
IpotB large and roundish; willi linings and 10. mlliaries pure 
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white. BiU dusky above, below and at the aidee orauge, tinged 
slightly with brown, the laminar teeth exaerted. Legs and fee' 
pale orange, the webs dusky. 

PINT AIL, Oil WINTER DUCK. 

(Anas atuta, LINN. LATH. Ind. 8p. 81. WJLSON, viii. p. i2. pI. 68. 
fig. 3. BONAP. Synops. No. 825. TEMM. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 838. 
Jl. Mudtuuta, (RAY. LUCH.) RICHARD. North. Zoo!. ii. p. 441. 
Pintail Duck, PENN. Arct. Zoo!. No. 500. u Canard a ~ 
queue, BUFF. Pl. Enlum.959. Phil. Museum, No. 2806.} 

SP. CHARACT. - Speculum green with purple reflections, bordered 
by rufous and white; tail very long, cuneiform, acute, of 16 
feathers; bill long and linear, nearly black. - Male ash color, 
waved, lined, and spotted with black, with a white stripe on E'ach 
aide of the neck: two middle tail featlters very long and tapering ; 
vent black. Female dusky, spotted with redish-white: speculum 
and vent uniform in color witlt the rest of the plumage, and the 
middle tail featlters not elongated. 

THIS elegant species is again an inhabitant of the 
northern parts of both continents, leaving its remote natal 
regions, as the winter advances, when it is seen pretty fre
quent in the markets of the United States, and is a game 
much esteemed for the excellence of its flavor. According 
to Richardson, they frequent chiefly the clear lakes, and 
breed in the Barren Grounds, appearing in the more south
ern and wooded districts when about to migrate, at which 
period they proceed even beyond the limits of the United 
States, being noticed by Hernandez in Mexico. In Europe 
they are said to retire to the marshes of the White Sea to 
breed. They are seen in Sweden in the spring and autumn 
for a few days l.< birds of passage; in winter "isit the north 
of England a'lf' Scotland, and are seen in great flocks in the 
Orkneys. They are also common in France, Holland and 
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Germany, and proceed south as far as Italy. In the RUllllian 
empire they penetrate to Kamtschatka, Tartary, and even as 
far as China. In Missouri and some of the other Western 
States they are abundant early in March, and frequent the 
small pools and ponds in the prairies; at the same time they 
are likewise seen on their way north on the shores of the 
Delaware. 

The Pintail is shy and cautious, feeding on the mud flats. 
and shallow fresh-water marshes, but rarely takes to the sea 
coast. It seldom dives, is very noisy and chattering, utter
ing a quack like the Common Duck, and plunges and hides 
with great dexterity when wounded. It is also trouble
somely vigilant in giving alarm on the approach of the 
gunner. 

The food and nest of this species is very similar with that 
of the preceding. I have found the stomach in one in
stance nearly filled with the seeds of the Zostera. It lays 8 
()r 9 eggs of a greenish-blue color. A female Pintail bred in 
confinement, when paired with a Widgeon, in Lord Stanley's 
menagerie at Knowsley, sat so closely upon her eggs towards 
the close of the period of incubation, as to nllow herself to 
be taken oft" the nest by hand without forsaking her hatch
ing, and a brood of these hybrids were successfully reared. 

The Pintail is about 26 inches long; the wing 10 inches 9 lines; 
length of the bill above, 2 inches; the tanus 1 inch 7 lines. In the 
_ale, the head and adjoining part of the neck is anteriorly umber
brown, with paler edges. The neck above blaekish-brown. The 
whole of the back, shorter 8capulara, sides of the breast, and flanks 
marked with fine waved transverse lines of brownish-white and 
black, most regu1ar and broadest on the long feathers lying over the 
thighs. Long acapulara and tertiaries black, the bordera of the for
mer and outer webs of the latter, white. Wing coverts and prima.
ries hair-brown; the primary .hafts white, and the interior coverts 
mottled with tbe same. Speculum dark green, with purple reflec
tiODll bounded above by a ferruginoUl bar, and interiorly and bela" 
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by white. Tail, and mOBt of it. upper covertll, d&rlt brown wida 
pale borden. Two long central upper covertll, vent, and under 
coven., black; the latter bordered with white. A lateral streak 011 

the upper part of the nec!.\ the side8and front of its lower part, the 
breast, and belly, white. The posterior part of the abdomen minutely 
tllUked with grey. Feet blackish-grey. The bill .. 10DI as die 
head, black, the Bides of the upper mandible bluish-grey; it i8 COD

Biderably higher than wide at the base; the upper mandible oC 
equal breadth to the poinL The middle pair of tail coven. have 
long slender points projecting III inche8 beyond the tail. 

The tracheal dilatation, a small OBIIeOua sac, the aize of a hue! 
nut. 

The fflftllik is smaller than the male, the upper plumage brownim
black, with a spot on each side of the shaft, and borden of red ... 
white. The middle covertll are not prolonged beyond the tail; the 
barred feathers of the flanks are wanting, and the mirror (or wiDe 
spot) is destitute of the green gloss. Ita total length is about 21 
inches; the extent of the wings 29. 

In young birds the general plumage i. similar with that of the &
male, but still plainer and paler. In a young mtde the head is pale 
ferruginoUl with brown streaks; the scapulal'll are sparingly spottecl 
and edged with white and yellowish-white. The speculUlll is whoUy 
wanting; but the llecondarie. are deep duaky faintly clouded with pale 
brown and broadly edged with white. The bill i. brownish·black. 
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( .I1nasam&Ticana, Gm:L. LATH. iii. 520. WI LSON, viii . p. 86. pl. 69. 
fig 4 . B ON Ar . Sy n . No, 326. RI CHARD . North . Z oo I. ii. p. 445. 
American WidgeoD, P ENN. Arc t. Z ool. ii. No. 502. MaTtea 
amcriCl£r.a, STEPHESS, Gen . Z ool. x ii. p . 135. Le Canard J ensen 
de la Loltisiane, B L' n ·. PI. Enlum 935. Phil. Museum. No. 
27fJB. ) 

SP. Cn.<RAcT. - Speculu m green , surroun ded with black; wing 
coverts white; tni l wedge.shaped, of 14 fcall ,ers. - Male, brown· 
ish.red, waved wi th blackish; with (J whi te band from the front 
to the nape, bounded posteriorly by a broad patch of g reen ; the 
breast nearly chestnut : throat whi tish. Female dark brown and 
mottled ; no green on the head, wh ich is paler . 

THIS species, so nearly allied to the European Widgeon, 
has not been found in the old continent, yet it retires north 
to breed, inhabiting in summer the wood y districts of the 
remote fur countries, near the Saskatchewan and the coasts 
of Hudson's Bay, as far as the 68th degree of llorthern lati
tude . In autumn and winter they are seen common in 
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nearly all parts of the Union, many wintering in North and 
South Carolina in the open rivers and bays, sometimes con
siderably inland. Indeed, I have never seen them any where 
so numerous as in the Neuse river, round Newbern, 40 miles 
from the ocean, where in company with the Canvas-Back 
and Buft"el-Head, they are seen constantly in February and 
March. They are also numerous in Chesapeake Ba, ; and in 
the course of the wintet extend their migratioll8 lilt Car as 
St. Domingo and other of the West India islaude, 88 well 
as into Cayenne in the tropical parts of iIHf '«mtinent. 
They are also observed in the interior of the United States, 
as on the Missouri, and probably other inland piltte, where 
in the month of April, as well as on the sea OO8M1 they are 
seen on their way to their northern breeding places to which 
they repair in May, on the thawing of the ice, and are then 
commonly associated by pairs. According to Hutchins 
their eggs are from 6 to 8; and they frequent the swamps, 
and feed much on insects. 

The Widgeon, or Bald-Pate, is a frequent attendant on 
the Canvas-Back, and ollen profits by this assoeiation. 
The former, not being commonly in the habit of diving for 
subsistence, or merely from caprice, watches the motions of 
its industrious neighbor, and as soon as the Canvass-Back 
rises with the favorite root on which they. both greedily feed, 
the Bald-Pate snatches the morsel and makes oft" with his 
booty. They are always very alert and lively, feeding and 
swimming out into the ponds and rivers at all hours of the 
day, but are extremely watchful, sheltering in coves and 
behind the land, and on the slightest attempt to steal upon 
them, immediately row out into the stream beyond gun-ahot, 
and then only take to wing when much disturbed. In 
Carolina and the West Indies they frequent the rice fieldli 
in flocks, and in Martinico are said to do considerable 
damage to the crops. When thus feeding in company, they 
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have a sort of sentinel on the watch. At times they keep 
in covert until twilight, and are then traced by their low, 
guttural, and peculiar whistle, or 'lOAm 'lOAm, as well as 
other calls, and their whistle is frequently imitated with 
Recess to entice them within gun-shot. They feed much in 
the winter upon aquatic vegetables, cropping the Potamo
geton or Pond Weed, as well as other kinds of fresh-water 
plants and seeds, and sometimes themselves, dive and 
collect the roots and leaves of the Ruppia and Zostera or 
Sea-Wrack. 

In the middle States these birds are frequently brought to 
market, sell well, and are much esteemed as food. As the 
species feeds principally on seeds, grain, and vegetables, 
they might probably be readily domesticated. Suited to the 
nature of their food, the stomach is remarkably stout and 
muscular. 

The length of the American Widgeon is about 23 inches; the folded 
wing 10 inches S IinBs ; length of the bill above, 1 inch 5 lines; the 
tarsus ] 6 inches. In the male the front and crown is cream colored; 
aometimcs nearly white; behind the eye a broad dark green patch, 
which end. in the short crest on the hind part of the head. Upper 
part and sides of the breast brownish-red, glOBBed with grey. Due 
or the neck above, interscapulars, scapulars, and flanks, minutely 
and exquisitely undulated with brownish-red and black: throat and 
aides of the neck yellowish-white, thickly covered with small .pot. 
of black; hind part of the back waved with clove-brown and white, 
the latter color prevailing on the tail coverts. LeIBer wing coverts, 
primaries, and tail, clove-brown; intermediate and greater coverts, 
fidee of the rump, breast, and belly, pure white. Speculum velvet
black below, green above, and bounded superiorly with black and 
behind with white. Exterior web. of the temarie., and lateral and 
inferior tail coverts deep greenish velvet-black, the ~rti.aries lone 
and poiuted, bordered and shafted coupicuously with white. DiU 
IID1&II, shorter than the head, clear and bright bluish-grey, bordered 
and tipped with black, the under mandible wholly black. Plumage 
of the nape somewhat lengthened. Closed wings aboTe an inoh 
dONr than the acutely pointed tail, which, as in the European 
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Widgeon consists of 14 feathers; the two long feathers, exteriorly 
edged with greenish-black. 

In theftmalc the upper plumage is dark liver-brown, edged and 
remotely barred with pale brown and white. The intermediate wing 
coverts are merely edged with white, and there is no grel:n on the 
head. The tail also shorter and not so tapering. About 2 inches 
shorter than the male. 

DUSKY DUCK. 

(./1na8 obscura, GMEL. LATH. Synops. iii. p. 545. WILS05, viii. 
p. 141. pI. 72 fig. 5. BONAP. Synops. No. 327. Dusky Duck, 
PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 496. Phil. Museum. No. 2880.) 

SP. CRARACT. - Speculum violet-blue with green and amethystine 
reflections, margined with black; under wing coverts and long 
axillaries white; tail of 16 feathers. - Male and fe1nale nearly 
alike; both blackish-brown, the feathers edged with paler tints : 
the young and female darker. 

THIS species seems to be an exclusive inhabitant of 
America, being met with from Labrador to Florida, but is 
not founo in the higher boreal regions of the continent. It is 
generall y known by the improper name of the' Black Duck: 
though it is merely dusky, and both sexes, nearly alike in 
plumage, have a great resemblance to the female of the 
common Mallard. It is a numerous and common species in 
the salt marshes, as well as fresh-water rivers and lakes_ 
It is only partially migratory, many often wintering in the 
Middle and Southern States, where they also pass the 
summer and breed from the Carolinas to Labrador,· in 
retired places in the fresh water marshes, or in the sea 
islands, making a nest of rank weeds. The eggs, 8 to 15, 
are of a dull ivory white, and palatable to the taste. 

• Audubon, by letter. ' 
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Many migrate north as well as into the interior at the 
approach of spring. Their principal food in autumn and 
winter appears to consist of minute shell-fish, particularly 
those univalves which are so abundant in the salt marshes. 
They also at times, in great numbers, visit the sandy beach 
in quest of smaH bivalves and other shelly mollusca; and 
occasionally feed on seeds of aquatic and bog plants, such 
as those of the Scl&eutzeria, and as usual swallow gravel 
with the rest of their fare. They roost in the shallow pondll 
and islands where many are caught by the minx and fox; 
and are extremely shy during the day, being at that time 
very seldom Been except when surprised in their retreats, 01" 

alarmed by the report of the gun, when they often riee from 
the marsh in great numbers, and disperse confusedly in 
every direction. In calm weather they fly high, but when 
the wind blows hard, they proceed within gun shot over the 
the salt meadows, and may then be brought down in great 
numbers by the coneealed gunner, as they proceed over 
their usual track. Their voiee 01" quack resembles that or 
the common Wild Duck, and their hh when well fed, 
DOtwithstanding the natore of their food, is lICareely inferior 
to that of any other speciev. 

The Dusky Duck is about 2 feet in length; and B feet 2 inches 
in alar exwnt. The upper pet of the head is deep dusky-brown, 
with small streaks of drab on the fore part; the rest of the head and 
greater part of the neck, dull yellowish-white, each reathl'r marked 
down the centre with a line of blackish-brown. Inferior part of the 
DeCIr., and whole lower parts, dusky, the feathers edged more or leu 
broadly with brownish-white; upper parts the same, but deeper. 
Speculum blue, with green and amethyst-red rellections. Winge 
and tail dusky; the tail feathers sharp pointed. Bill greeuish-aah, 
formed much like that of the Mallard, about 2l inohe.long meuured 
from above. The legs and feet dusky-yellow. 

The ftmDle is browner i but in other respects resembles the male, 
hving in common with it the alar speculum. 

Digitized by Google 



394 WEB-FOOTED BIRDS. 

In a beautiful and very perfect maU, the throat and neck is of & 

clear brownish-white with blackish strew. Above deep dusky, the 
feathers but sl ightly edged with dull brown; with the scapulars and 
primaries towards their points glosSC'd with pale green. Speculum 
blue , w ith sp lenrlid green and amethyst-red reflections , bordered 
with black and slenderly edged also with white, the posterior bound
ary on the terti ,uicB ample, and dcep vl' lvet-black . The 2 central 
tai l coYerts , sligh tly re fl ccted upwards at the tips . Inner lining of 
the wing and axillaries pale crealll-white . Bill bright yellow-olive, 
the nail , tip hem'atll and lum inre black . Legs and fee t salmon-red 
mixed with dusky, which extend, ovcr the wl'bs. 

SUMMER, OR WOOD DUCK. 

(Anas sl'onsa , L, :-lN . LATH. 8rnops. iii . p. 546. 'WILSON, VIU. p_ 
!J7. pI. 7d. fig. 3. n OH.'. Syn. No . 323. Denc/ronessa sponaa, 
RI C H _;'Il11 and 8 11 A I H . North Zool. ii. p. 446. Summer Duck, 
C .<T~ ' nr . i. p. !l7. EO\\AUII 5, pI. 101. P ENN. Arct. Z ool. ii. p . 
280. No. 4f13. De beau Ctl1wrd ""pc de /a CaTolin., BUFF. P I. 
Enlull1 . !l80, DtH. Phil. Muscum, No. 2872.) 

SP. CU A I1A CT . - 'Wi th a mcta llic g loss, the throat white: a pendo.nt 
crest ; specu lum purplish-blue, tipped with white; under wing 
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covert. white, IpOtted with black; the tail of 14 wide and rounded 
feathe1'll. The bill small and pointed. - Male with the head and 
crest golden green, with two white stripes: breaat and side. of the 
rump bright reddish chestnut. Female with the head and crest 
brownish, and with a white apace round the eye. 

THIS most beautiful of Ducks seems to be dressed in a 
studied attire, to wbich the addition of a flowing crest adds 
a finish of peculiar elegance; and hence Linnlllus has dig
nified the species with the title of sponsa or the bride. 
This splendid bird is peculiar to America, but extends its 
residence from the cold regions of Hudson's Bay in the 54th 
parallel to Mexico and the Antilles. Throughout a great 
part of this vast space, or at least as far south as Florida 
and the Mississippi territory, the Summer Duck is known to 
breed. In the interior they are also found in the State of 
Missouri, and along the woody borders and still streams 
which flow into most of the great north-western lakes of the 
St. Lawrence. The Summer Duck, so called from its con
stant residence in the United States, bas indeed but little 
predilection for the sea coast, its favorite haunts being the 
solitary, deep, and still waters, ponds, woody lakes, and the 
mill dams in the interior, making its nest often in decayed 
and hoJlow trees impending over the water. 

Though many migrate probably to the shores of the 
Mexican Gulf, numbers pass the winter in the states south 
of Virginia. Early in February they are seen associated by 
pairs on the inundated banke of the Alabama, and are freo
quent at the same season in the waters of West Florida. 
In Pennsylvania they usually nest late in April or early in 
May, choosing the hollow of some broken or decayed tree, 
and sometimes even constructing a rude nest of sticks in 
tbe forks of branches. The eggs 12 or 13 are yellowi8h
white, rather less than those of the domestic Hen, and they 
are usually covered with down, probably plucked from the 
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breast of the parent. The same tree is aomeUmea occupied, 
by the same pair, for severallluceessive years, in the breed· 
ing season. The young, when hatched, are carried down 
in the bill of the female, and afterwards conducted by her to 

the neare t water. To these places, when once selected, if 
not di turbed, they sometimes show a strong predilection, 
and are not easily induced to forsake the premi e , however 
invaded by noise and bustle. While the female is sitting, 
the male is usually perched on some adjoining limb of the 
same tree, keeping watch for their common afety. The 
specie is scarcely ever gregariou , they are only seen in 
pairs or by families. The common note of the drake is peet, 
peet; but when on his post as sentinel, on e pying danger, 
be makes a sort of crowing noise, like 'hoo eek, '!wo eek. 

The food of the Wood Duck consists principally of 
acorns, the seeds of aquatic plants, such as tho e of the 
Wild Oat (Zizania aquatica,) Ruppia, &c. and insects, 
which inhabit in or near waters; and I have seen a fine 
male who e stomach was wholly filled with a mass of the 
small coleoptera, called Donatias, which are een so nimbly 
flying over or resting on the leaves of the pond lily 
(Nymphf1!a odorata;) they are therefore very alert in quest 
of their prey or they could ne'l"er capture these wary insects. 
They are not uncommon in the markets of the Eastern 
and .Middle State, and are justly e teemed a food. 

The Wood Duck has ometimes been tamed, and soon 
becomes familiar. They have e\'en been so far domestica
ted as to run about at large in the barn yard like ordinary 
fowls. In France they have also been acclimated and tamed, 
and have bred in this condition. 

Length of the species about 21 inches: of the folded wing 
inches; of the bill above 1 inch 4~ Iincs; tarsus l~ inches. In the 
male the head above, and space between the eye nnd bill is glolSS}' 
dark green. Cheeks and II. largc patch on the sides of the throat 
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porp1e, with blue re8ectioDa. Pendant occipital cretIt pen IIlld .. u· 
ricula-purple, mOIked with two narrow white lines, one of them ter· 
minating behind the eye, the other extending over the eye to the bill. 
Sides of the neck purplish. red, changing on the front of the neck 
and sides of the breast to bright chestnut.brown, and there sprinkled 
with small pencil.shaped spots of white. Scapulars, wings, and tail, 
exhibiting a play of duck green, purple, blue, and velvet·black 
colors: interscal'ulars, posterior part of the back, rump, and upper 
tail coverts, blackish.green and purple; several of the lateral coverts 
reddish.orange on their outer webs; a hair·like splendent, reddish· 
purple tun on each side of the rump; the under coverts brown. Chin, 
throat, and collar round the neck, a crescentic bar on the eOIs, tho 
middle of the breast, and whole of the abdomen, white. Flanks yel. 
lowish.grey, finely waved with black, the tips of the long feathers, and 
also of those on the shoulder, broadly barred with white md black. 
Inner wing coverts white, barred with dusky. Almost all the colored 
plwnoge shows a play of colors with metallic lustre. Bill, shorter 
thm the head, considerably narrowed towards the point, like that of 
the Eider; its height at the rictus greater than its width, and its 
fronl.al angle 8 prolonged; the mandibles strongly toothed; the nail 
strong, and much curved down. Nostrils largc and pervious; the 
forehead sloping. Color of the hill red; a space between the 
nostrils, its tip, mOIgins, and lower mandible, black. Lega orange. 
Occipital crest long and pcnd=t. Wings shorter than the tail, which 
consist of 14 wide and rounded feathers, the two large inferior 
coverts neOIly as large and strong as the tail feathers. 

The fe1nale wants the fine lines on the flanks, and the hair·like 
tufts on the sides of the rump. The crest is also shorter; and Ille 
plwnage is less vivid, particularly about the head, where it is mostly 
brown. 

BLUE-WINGED TEAL. 

(.611114 di#cors, LIN. WILSON, viii. p.74. pI. 68. fig. 4. BOlUP. Sy. 
nops. No. 329. RICHARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 444. U Sarcellt 
d'.6muique, BRIU. vi. p. 452, 85. BUFF. ix. p. 279. PI. Enlum. 
966. CATESBY, i. pI. lOO. White·faced Duck, LATH. Synop8. iii. 
p.502. PEIfII'. Aret. ZooI. ii. No. 503. Phil . Museum, No. 2846.) 
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Sr. CBAIlACT. - Speculum green, bordered above with a IliDgie 
white band; wiDg coveN light blue; quill shafts duaky; tail of 
14 feather8. - Moh, with the head and neck purple-green; CrowD 

black; a white crescent each Bide of the head before the eye. 
Female, with the head and neck wholIy dU8ky. 

THE Blue-Winged Teal, according to the season, inhabits 
every part of the American eontinent from the plains of the 
Saskatchewan and the 58th parallel, to Guiana and the 
West Indies. Its breeding plaee, however, is to the north 
and west; they are particularly abundant as early as August 
in the Territory of Michigan, and Mr. Say obsened them 
there on the 7th of June; so that they probably breed in 
the vicinity of the great lakes of the St. Lawrenee, as well 
as in the remote interior of the Canadian fur eountries. 
Mr. Say also obsened the Blue-Winged Teal at Pembino 
in the latitude of 490 on the 5th of August. They arrive 
in this vicinity, and other parts of Massachusetts near to the 
sea coast, early in September, and aceording to Wilson, are 
seen soon after on the muddy shores of the Delaware, 
where they are often observed basking or hiding in crowded 
eompanies close to the edge of the water, where they can 
only be approached under eover. They fly out with ra
pidity, and when they alight, drop down suddenly among 
the reeds in the manner of the Snipe or Woodeoek. As 
the first frosts eome on, they proeeed to the south, and then 
abound in the inundated riee fields of the Southern States, 
where great numbers are taken in traps placed on the smaU 
dry eminences that here and there rise above the water, to 
which they are deeoyed with riee, and by the eommon eon
trivanee called a figure four, they are taken alive in box 
traps. In the month of April they pass through Pennsylva
nia, on their way to the north, but make little stay at that 
season; they are seen also in the spring in the state of 
Missouri, and spread themselves widely to breed throughout 
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a great extent of the western and northern wildernetlS. 
Though often contiguous to the eea they have no predilec.
tion for visiting the shores, feeding chiefly on vegetables and 
ineects, and particularly on the Zizania or Wild Rice which 
abounds in the North Western lakes and sluggish streams. 
They are much esteemed as game, and commonly be
come very fat. Their note, somewhat like a diminutive 
quack, is uttered low and somewhat rapid. 

The length of the Blue-Winged Teal is about 18inchel; thefolded 
wing 7 inches 8 lines; the bill above, 1 inch 76 line.; the tanua 1 
inch 2 lines. In the male the upper surface of the head, and under 
tail coverts are brownish-black. A broad white erescent from the 
forehead to the chin, bordered all round with black; Bides of the 
head und adjoining half of the neck bright lavender-purple; base of 
the neck above, back, tertiaries, and tail covel1l!, brownish and black
iab-green. The fore parts, including the shorter acapulara, margined 
ad marked with semi-ovate pale brown bars; longer acapulara 
Iongitadillll1y IItriped with blackish-green, berlin-blue, and pale 
brown. Leuer wing coverts pure pale blue; greater coverts white, 
their hues brown. Speculum dark green. Primariel, their coverts, 
ad the wI, liver-brown. Side. of the rump, longer under wing 
coverts, and uiUary feathers, pure white. The under plumage pale 
ftddiah-orange, glossed with chestnut on the breut, and thickly 
muked throughout with round blackish spotll, which on the breast 
and tips of the long lank feathers change to bars. Bill bluish
black. Feet yellow. 

The femsle is without the white patche, on the Bides of the rump, 
the ere_at before the eye, and the rich purple tint 011 the head and 
aeck. The upper plumage is allO browner, and the pale barB are 
lees diatiDct and handsome. The under plumage is white and brown, 
with irregular blotches of a darker color, instead of round spotl. 
The win .... in the male. The 1JUKRg birds are without the green 
epeculum, and in other reapectll are like the female. 
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(/lnD.8 cruea, var. FORSTER, Phil. Tr8Jlll.lxii. p. 419. No. 51. RICK
ARD. North. Zool. ii. p. 443. /lna8 cruea, BONAP. Synops. No. 
330. American Teal, PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 504. Green-Winged 
Teal (/lnas cruea,) WILSON, viii. p. 101. pl. 70. fig. 4. Phil. Mu
leum, No. 2832.} 

SP. CHARACT. - Speculum vivid gra&ll green, black on the sides, 
margined with white and rufous; wing coverts brownish-lUIh j 

tail of 16 feathers. - Male with the head and neck glOBSY chest
nut; 0. green bnnd on each side ot' the head; the thro&t black. 
Var. (americana) with a white longitudinal band OD the scapul .... , 
and a broad transverse white bar on the moulder: these mara 
wanting in the European jndividuala. FrIIIlIU wholly duaky, 
.kirted with whitish'; the throat white. 

THE Green-Winged Teal, as a species, is common to the 
northern and temperate parts of both continents. The 
American bird appears to be a permanent and distinct va. 
riety. There is, according to Dr. Richardson, however, i.Q 
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the Hudson's Bay Museum, a specimen from the fur coun
tries agreeing in all respects with the European species. 
Our variety is abundant to the extremity of the continent, 
both in the woody and barren districts of the remote fur 
countries of Hudson's Bay. It is also plentiful about Sev
ern river, in the woods and plains near fresh waters, where 
it breeds, the young being about 6 or 7 at a hatch. It feeds 
much upon fresh-water insects, seeds, and aquatic plants, 
and when fat is delicate food. In the autumn and winter it 
is very common throughout the waters of the United States, 
both in the interior and contiguous to the sea coast. In the 
course of the winter they retire as far south as Jamaica, 
and are probably common also along the coasts of the Mexi
can Gulf. It frequents ponds, marshes, the reedy shores of 
creeks and rivers, and in winter is very abundant in the 
rice plantations of the South. They usually fly in small 
parties, feeding mostly by night; associating with the Mal
lard, and are commonly decoyed by its call. 

The Teal is found in the north of Europe as far as 
Greenland and Iceland, and it also inhabits the borders of 
the Caspian to the south. In France and England it is said 
to breed. They are commonly seen on t.he pools, in close 
companies of ten or twelve together, frequenting the rivers 
and unfrozen springs in winter, where they subsist on 
aquatic plants. They fly very swiftly, and utter a sort of 
whistling cry. The Teal breeds in the fens, continuing in 
the temperate parts of Europe the whole year. It conceals 
its nest among the bulrushes, constructing it of their stalks, 
and lining it with feathers; it rests alsp sometimes on the 
surface of the water, so as to rise and fall with the flood. 
The eggs are about 10 or 12, of a soiled white, indistinctly 
marked with brown spots. The female takes the whole 
management of incubation; the males, at this time, seem 
to leave them and associate by themsel ves in companies. 
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The Amerieu Teals in the autUJDD, whieh visit this quarter, 
ue also for the most part young birds and females, the 
males pursuing a different route apart from the rest, and ue 
rarely seen here_ until their return in the spring. 

_According to Richardson, the American Teal is about 15 inches in 
length: the wing when folded 7 inches; the bill above, 1 inch 5 
lines; tarsus 1 inch 2 linea. In the male, the head and adjoining 
half of the neck is cbestnnt-brown. Chin, region of the bill, ancl 
forehead, brownish-black. Behind the eye a broad duck-green band, 
narrowly edged with white. Nuchal crest tipped with deep indigo 
blue. A collar, base of the neck above, interscapulara, part of the 
scapulars, the flanks and vent, finely waved with brownish-black and 
white. Outer border of the scapulara black; the interior and longet 
acapulara, wing coverts, primaries, posterior part of the back and tail, 
hair-brown. Tail coverts velvet black and green, with whitish 
edges. Speculum half velvet black, half vivid grass-green, bordered 
above and below with brownish-white, and posteriorly on the tertia
ries and scapulara with black. Breast wood brown, with round black 
spots_ A crescentic band on the .houlder; belly and under lateral 
tail coverts white, middle ones black. Bill bluiah-black. Irida 
yellow. Feet bluish-grey, mixed with red. Tracheal dilatation an 
oaseOUB capsule, capable of holding a pea. 

The female is without the crest, and brilliant colora on the head, 
as well as the stripes on the scapulara, the black under tail coverts, 
the round spots on the breast, and all the fine waved markings on 
the base of the neck, flanks, &c. The upper plumage, breast and 
flanks, is liver-brown, with pale margins. Head and neck the same, 
with smaller specks. Chin and belly white, the latter obscurely 
marked with brown. 

In a male just moulting into the adult plumage (now before me.) 
The bill is of an olive-grey, dotted beneath the epidermis with black, 
the under mandible brownish flesh color, also spotted and tipped with 
dusky. The irids are umber-brown. The lep and feet light yellow
ish-grey, with darker webs. The green band behind the eye wanta 
the white edging. The scapulara, wing coverts, posterior part of the 
back nnd tail are plain dark ash color, the coverts faintly glossed 
with green; the quills dusky brown. The undulated back feathers 
are succeeding othera which are simply dusky with dull rufous-white 
edgings. The speculum is complete and vivid, according to the 
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,..tion of the light, the brilliant put is golden.green or bluish
green, broadly bordered above with pale rufous, below with white. 
The black spots of the breast not fully developed externally, but COIl

spicuous on raising the feathers. Lateral tail coverts buff, the under 
ones deep black with broad whitish·buff edgings and tips. The 
central upper tail coverts dark py, tinged with buff, the l .. teral 
ones glo88Y green, intemally edged with pale bufF. The white cres
centic shoulder band, scarcely indiea.ted by some lighter barred feath· 
era. Length 15 inches. 

Subgenus. --GYIIINATHUS. 

WITH the cheeks bare of feathers, and covered by a papilloee cu. 
ticle which extends bphind the pyea, and enlarges in the male into 
.. caruncle at the base of the bill. The· upper mandible termin&te. 
in a sharp curved nail. The legs very ahort and stout; the naila of 
the toes are large, and that of the inner one hooked. 

This very singular Duck is an inhabitant of the warm and tropi· 
cal parts (If America, from whence it seldom migratea to any consid. 
erable distance. In its domestic condition, with which we are f ... 
miliar, it has a slow, waddling, and heavy gait; yet in the wild 
atate it is said to perch on trees or stumps on the borders of rivera 
and swamps. They nest also in trees, from whence, when hatched, 
the female conveys her young in the bill to the water. In the mild 
regions of thpir nativity they hatch two or three times in the year, 
and are extremply prolific, laying from 12 to 18 eggs. They moult 
in September, and so completely as to be entirely denuded of feath. 
era, and unable to fly. Their voice is little more than a mere hiss. 

l\'IUSK OR MUSCOVY DUCK. 

(.IlnaB moscAata, WILLUGBBT, p. 294. Lnflf. Syst. i. p. 199. sp.16. 
LATH. Ind. sp. 37. In. Synops. iii. p.476. sp. 31. SLOAlfE, Hiat. 
Jamaica, p. 324. No.8. Le Canard MU8qu~, HUFF. PI. Enlum. 
989. .R.nas sylfJestris magnitudine ansem, MARCGRAVE, Hist. Nat. 
Brazil, p. 213. lpua-guacu, Puo, Hist. Nat. Canard SaufJage du 
Breail, SALBRIfII:, p. 438. J1_ sylfJestris Brusilimuis, RAT, p. 
149. No.3.) 
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SP. CHARACT.- No speculwn; the three first primaries white: tail 
of 20 feathers. - Male dark brown, glossed with green; wing cov. 
erts, belly and head, white, the latter varied with black; breast 
and below brown. FtmIO.k darker; and the naked space about the 
head smaller. 

THE Musk Duck derives its name from its exhaling at 
times a strong odor of that drug. The term Muscovy is 
wholly misapplied, since it is an exclusive native of the 
warmer and tropical parts of America and its islands. 
They exist wild in Brazil, Demerara, and the overflowed 
savannas of Guiana, and are occasionally seen along the 
coasts of the Mexican Gulf, in the lower part of Mississippi, 
and stragglers are frequently observed along the coasts of 
the warmer parts of the Union. 

They feed in the tropical savannas chiefly upon the seeds 
of some grasses which resemble, and are called, wild rice; 
flying in the morning to those immense and overflowed 
meadows to feed, and returning in the evening to their 
roosts near the sea. They are said to PaBl! the warmer 
parts of the day indolently perched upon trees, which over
hang the rivers and marshes, in the hollows of which, ]ike 
our Wood Ducks, they construct their nest, and convey the 
young to the water as soon as they are hatched. They breed 
at all times of the year, and are very prolific, but many of 
the young fall victims to the Caymans and other predatory 
animals with which those countries are infested. The eggs 
are nearly qllit~ round and of a greenish-white color. The 
male is very ardent and readily couples with the Domes
tic Duck. In a wild state they are very shy and watchful 
and approached with difficulty. 

The :Musk Duck is now commonly domesticated, feeds 
and fattens well, is deservedly esteemed as food, more par
ticularly the young, and though derived from the mildest of 
climates, endures the winter of the Eastern and Northern 
States without any difficulty or hardship. In the poul try 
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yard, like Turkeys, they have very singular and exciting 
antipathies. On such occasions both Ducks and Drakes 
shake their tails, stretch out their heads, and hiss a~d quack 
in a low tone with great affectation of anger and earnest. 
The male puffs and blows very much, but the whole one by 
one make their retreat before a small clucking Hen, who 
seems to view them with total indifference. Two males will 
also sometimes wage a very warm but harmless war in 
jealousy. In Virginia and North Carolina these domestic_ 
hirds begin to lay as early as February. 

The Musk Duck is about 2 feet long. The bill about 2 inches, 
red, except about the nostrils and at tip, where it is dark brown. 
A broad red and naked skin sprinkled with papilllll, covers the 
cheeks, extends behind the eyes and swells out at the base of the bill 
into a red caruncle, which Belon compares to a cherry. The crown 
black; temples, chin, and throat, white, varied with ~pots of black. 
Breast and upper part of the belly brown, mixed with white. Back 
and rump brown, glossed with golden-green. The lower part of the 
belly white. The three first quills white, the remainder brown. 
The tail very large and full, consisting of 20 feathers, goldep-green, 
except the outer feather on each aide, which is white. Legs red. 
The female more obscurely colored, and the naked space about the 
head smaller. 

SEA DUCKS. (FuLJGULA, Bonap, and Ray in part.) 

b these birds the BILL i. generally similar with that of the prece
ding genus. The head is thick, wholly feathered, and the neck stout 
and much shorter than the body. The FEET are placed very Dr 
back, and are large and stout; the tibia partly covered by the skin 
of the belly, and furnished in front with an acute prominence; tar
IUS much shorter than the middle toe, extremely compressed; the 
toes rather long, middle one longest; the inner shorter than the 
outer; the webs entire, very broad: hind toe equal to a joint of the 
middle one, furnillAed II1it1a II membrlllle, touching the ground at tip. 
Willg. rather short, lst and 2d, or 2d and 3d primaries, about equal, 
and longest. TIJil of from 12 to 20 feathers. 

The female very different from the male in plumage; the male 
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ha.rdly changing from lleuon. The young llimilar to the female, only 
l8Buming the adult dre .. in the second or third year. They moult 
twice a year without chaDging color. Tracheal capsule of the mala 
large. Plumage closer aDd thicker thaD in the ordinary Ducks. 

The birds of this family mOiltly dwell in the north. They migrate 
in large flocks, chiefly along the Ilea coast; seeming to have a pre
dilection for the sea, howevcr boisterous ita waves, and swim and di ... 
with great agility, proceeding considerable distances under water, 
&lid dive habitually both for food and amusement. They are, however, 
IOmewhllt noctumlll, feeding aDd travelling sometimes by night. In 
their migrations, however, 8evl"ral of the kinds proceed on their 
aerial voyage by day, particularly in blowing and hazy weather; 
at such timl"s, alBO, in autumn and winter, they are seen abroad 
in the bays and estuaries, throughout the prineipal part of the 
day. They feed chiefly upon mollusca, diminutive shell-fish, small 
fry, and marine vegetables, after all which they usually dive. They 
are monogamous; breeding generally near fresh Wllters, aDd lininc 
the nest with down; the eggs are numerous. The female alone in
cubates, and leads the young to the water after their food as BOOn u 
they are hatched. From the position of their feet they are acarcely 
able to walk, being obliged to bring the body nearly erect; they 
run, however, BOmewhat rapidly, though with aD awkward attitude, 
appearing to fall at every attempt in progre... They swim deep in 
the water; aDd their flight, though often steady, rapid, and long con
tinued, is low, heavy, and attended with a whistling Bound. 

'l'hough chiefly hyperboreal, they are spread more or Ie .. over the 
whole globe, &Ad the speoiel are IlUlDercus. 

Subgenus.-SOMATERIA, (Leach, Genus or) 

b thelle the bill is small, elevated at base, encnding up the fore
head, and divided by a lIIlient point of the frontal feathers, towara 
the extremity narrow and blunt; nostrils about medial. Winp 
ahort, the tertiaries long, and generally curved outwarda 10 u to 
overlap the primaries. Neck thick. Tail of 14 feathers. 

The plumage is remarkably thick and clolle: the down valuable, 
&lid of an exquisite BOftne... Theile are exclullively marine; breed
ing near the sea; but are comparatively not very prolific. The male 
Eider does not acquire his perfect pl1llllllp before the fourth year. 
Allied to the genUl /lUeT. 
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(Fuligula mollissima, BONAr. Synop •. 331. JJllLlsmollissima, L ATH. 
Ind . sp . 35. T EMM. Man. d'Orn. ii . p. 848. WILSON, viii. p.l22. 
pI. 71. fig . 2. and 3. [male and female.] Somateria moUissima, 
L EAC H . RICHAHD. and SWA INS. North. Zool. ii. p.448. E ider 
D uck , PEN N. Arct. Z ool. No.4 O. and Brit. Z ool. p. 152. t. Q. 
[male and female .] Great black and white Duck , EDWARDS. pI. 
gs. Oie a d,,~et, em Eider, B UH. Ois. ix. p. 103. t . 6. PI. Enlum. 
20 ,and 20!). [male and female .] Phil. Museum, No. 2706.) 

SP. CU.ARACT. - Frontal plates of the bill lineo.r-oblong : no specu
lum. - Male black, head. neck, breast, and back white; front and 
Bides of the crown bloe-black. Female whony pali'h rufous, 
broadly barred with black; one or two narrow white indistinct 
bands a.cr088 the winge. 

THE Eider Duck, remarkable for the softne!!s of its valo
able down, seems thus purposely provided by nature with 
a clothing suited to the inclement regions in which it 
generally dwells_ Living mostly out at sea, it is thus 
enabled to endure the severity of the glacial regions, for 
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which it has such a predilection. The older birds are 
indeed only partially migratory, moving no further south
ward in winter than to permanent open water. It presence, 
with a few other birds of like habits and hardihood, con-

• tributes to give an air of animation to the bleak and dreary 
coasts of Greenland and Spitzbergen. They are equally 
abundant in Lapland, Norway and Iceland, at Bering's 
Island, and the Knriles, as well as in the Hebrides and 
Orkneys in Scotland; they are more rare in Sweden and 
Denmark, passengers in Germany, and the young only 
appear on the European coasts of the Atlantic. They are 
found throughout Arctic America, and in severe winters 
sometimes wander as far south to sea, as the capes of the 
Delaware. In the depth of winter, or from November to 

the middle of February, the old birds are also usually seen 
in small numbers towards the extremities of Massachusetts 
Bay, and along the coast of Maine. A few pairs even have 
been known to breed on some rocky islands beyond Port
land. Mr. Audubon found several nesting on the isle of 
Grand Manan in the Bay of Funday; but on the bleak 
and wintry coast of Labrador they were' seen by him in 
abundance, nesting and laying from April to the last of 
May. Their eggs were from 6 to 10, dull greenish-white, and 
smooth. The nest was usually placed under the shelter of 
a low prostrate branched and dwarf Fir (probably Pinus 
Banksiana,) and sometimes several are made under the 
same bush within a foot or two of each other. The ground
work of the nest, as usual, was sea-weed and moss, but 
the down of the female parent is only added when all the 
eggs are laid. The Duck now acquiring an attachment for 
her eggs, was at this time easily approached, her flight being 
even and rather slow. As soon as the task of incubation 
has commenced, the males leave the land, associate together 
in large flocks out at sea; in July begin to moult, and in 
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.. at become 10 hue as to be lGarceiy able to rile oot 01 
~ water • 

.&. soon as the young are hatched they are led to the 
water, by their attentive parent, and there remain, exeeptin, 
iD tlae night and in tempestooOB weather. Their greatest 
ea8Jlly, beeicles man, is the Saddl&-Back Gull (Lruus ,... 
"-s,) the YOIlDI, however, elude his pursuit by diving, at 
which both old and young are very expert. The down, 
though 10 valnable, is negleeted in Labrador.- It is 80 

light and elastic that two or three pounds of it, pressed into 
a ball that may be held in the hand, will swell out to such 
I.B extent as to fill and distend the foot-covering of a large 
bed. The best kind, termed live down, is that which the 
Eider plucke to line the nest, the down taken from the dead 
bird is greatly inferior, and it is rare that 80 valuable a bird 
is DOW killed for the purpose. To augment the quantity of 
doWD from the same bird, the eggs, which are very palata
ble, are taken, and the female again strips herself to cover 
the second and smaller hatch. If the nest be a second 
time plundered, as the female can furnish no additional 
lining, the male now lends his aid, and strips the coveted 
down from his breast, which is well known by its paler 
color. The last laying, of only two or three eggs, is always 
left. to kindle their hopes of progeny, for if this be taken 
they will abandon the place, but thus indulged, they con
tiDIIe to return the following year, accompanied by their 
young. The most southern breeding place of this species 
in Europe is the Fern isles, on the coast of Northumber
land; and voyagers who have ventured to the dreary ex
tremity of Arctic Europe, hear, in sulnmer, from the cav
erns and rocks of the final Cape, the deep moan of the 
complaining Eider. The eggs are commonly 5 or 6, but it 

.. p,. til. information I am illdeilled to DI)' YfW)' obI1I1111 friend, Mr. Aqdubon. 
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is not unusual to find upwards of 10 in the same Deet, 
which is thus occupied peaceably by two females. In Nor
way and Iceland, the Eider districts are con ide red as val
uable property, carefully preserved, and transmitted by in· 
heritance. There are spots that contain many hundreds of 
these nest ; and the Icelanders are at the utmo t pains to 
invite the Eiders, each into his own estate; and when they 
perceive that they begin to frequent some of the islets 
which maintain herds, they soon remove the cattle and dogs 
to the main land, to procure the Eiders an undisturbed re
treat; and to accommodate them, sometimes cut out hole in 
rows on the smooth sloping banks, of which, to ave them
selves trouble, they willingly take possession and form their 
nests. These people have even made many small islands 
for this purpose, by disjoining promontories from the conti
nent. It is in the e retreats of peace and solitude that the 
Eiders love to settle; though they are not averse to ne tie 
near habitations, if they experience no mole tation. "A 
person," says Borrebow, "as I myself have witnessed, may 
walk among these birds while they are sitting, and not care 
them; he may even take the eggs and yet they will renew 
their laying as often as three times." According to the 
relation of Sir George Mackenzie,· on the th of June at 
Vidoe, the Eider Ducks, at all other times of the year per
fectly wild, had now assembled in great numbers to ne tie. 
The boat, by. which they approached the shore, pas d 
through multitudes of these beautiful fowl , which scarcely 
gave themselves the trouble to go out of the way. Between 
the landing place and the governor's house the ground was 
strewed with them, and it required some caution to avoid 
treading on the nests. The Drakes were walking about, 
uttering a sound very like the cooing of Dove, and were 

• Travels in Iceland, p. 126. (410. Ed. 2.) 
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eYen more familiar than the common Domestio Duck!. 
All round the house, on the garden wall, on the roofs, and 
even in the inside of the houses, and in the chapel, were 
numbers of Duoks sitting on their nests. Suoh as had not 
been long on the nest generally left it on being approaohed j 
but those that had more than one or two eggs sat perfeotly 
quiet, suffering us to touch them, and sometimes making a 
pntle use of their bills to remove our hands. When a 
Drake happens to be near his mate, he is extremely agitated 
when anyone approaches her. He passes and repasses 
between her and the object of his suspioion, raising his 
head and cooing. 

One female, during the whole time of laying, generally 
gives half a pound of neat down, and double that quantity 
before cleansing. According to Troil,· in the year 1700, the 
Iceland Company sold as muoh of this article as amounted 
to £850 sterling, besides deduoting what was sent direotly 
to Gluokstad. 

At the time of pairing, according to Brunnioh, and Ski. 
oIdebrand, the male is heard continually oalling out with a 
raucous and moaning voice 'la lao, 'M lao; but the ory of 
the female resembles that of the Common Duck. At this 
exoiting period the males, more numerous than their mates, 
have sharp contests with each other, and the vanquished 
and superannuated are afterwards seen wandering about 
at sea, in much milder climates than the rest of their &ater
Jlity. Both birds labor in conoert, while forming the nest j 
and though the male gives no assistance in halohing, dur
ing the period of laying, he keeps strict waloh in the 
,icinity, giving notice of any danger as soon as it appears. 
The Ravens, it seems, no less than the Gulls, are the ene
mies of thi. valuable bird, often sucking the eggs, and kill-

~. 
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iog the young; the female therefore hastens to coovey her 
brood to the sea, sometimes e,en carrying them on her 
baek to the element in which they are theneetUrth destined 
110 live. The male DOW also leaves bu, and neither of them 
return more that season permaoently to the land. Seven! 
limhes associate together at sea, aod form floeks of 20 or 
80, attended by the females who lead them; and are seeD 
eontinually aplashiog the water, to raise with the mud aDCl 
aediment, the insects and small shell-fish for such of the 
young as are too weak to dive for themselves. The Eider 
dives deep after fry, and feeds upon small shell-fish, IIIU1CJea, 
and univalves, and sometimes on the Sea-Urchin (EcAiatu) 
and various kinds of marine insects and sea-weeds, and in 
eummer mostly on the soft molloaca ao abundant in the 
Arctie and hyperboreal seas. Their flesh is dark aDd tishy, 
though sufficiently tender, and that of the young and the 
Aemale may be considered good. They are commonly eateD 
by the Greenlanders, and their skin is esteemed as an ex
ceDent inner garmenL Prepared with the feathers left on, 
they alao form an article of commerce with the North, 
and particularly with the Chinese. Fitted purposely for 
inhabiting the coldest climates and the sea, they do not long 
mrvive in temperate regions, and aU attempts to dome&
ticate them bave consequently failed. 

In the breeding 88aaoo, in Norway, lIOIDe of the male 
Eiders are seen roaming about unpaired, either superan
nuated or unable to keep possession of the females. Mr. 
Audubon remarks, tbat the Sea Ducks (Eiders, Surf Duck, 
Velvet, and Sooter) moult in July, and by the 10th of 
August are ao naked of feathers, and even destitute of 
quills, as to be unable to rise either from the water or the 
ground. At this juncture, in the Bay of Fundy, the 
Indians in large oompanies assemble in their canoes at the 
entrances of the bays frequented by 'these birds, and clivi-
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ding themselves on either side of the head-land, fire their 
guns with powder, and hooting and yelling as loud as possi
ble, drive the tenified birds into the cove at high tide, 
where the natives remain until the ebb. The Ducks are 
thus left grounded on the naked coast, and are then easily 
dispatched with clubs. In this most destructive way, as 
many as 4f)() or upwards have been taken in two hours. 
Many, if not all of these, as well as the Loons by which 
they were accompanied, Mr. A. believed to be barren or un
paired birds, which had not proceeded to the north with the 
rest of tbe Socks. 

The total length of the Eider is about 25l inches; the closed wing 
12 inches 9 lines; the bill above to its utmost extension along the 
front 8 inches 1 line, to the intersecting point of the frontal feathers 
2i inches; tarsu82 inches 1 line. In the male, there i. on each side 
the frontal plate and aides of the head above and through the eyes 
a very wide band of rich violet.black, whose extremities unite 
upon the front. The cheeks, angular band on the summit of the 
head as well as the occiput, pale, or siskin.green fading off into the 
IlUrroundiDg white plumage. Cheeks, chin, neck, breast, back, scap
ullU'll, lesser coverts, curved tertiaries, sides of the rump, and under 
wing coverts, white; the tertiaries faintly tinged with greenish
yellow, and the breast with reddish-white or fiesh color, deepest' 
towards its junction with the black below. Greater coverts, quills, 
rump, tail, and its coverts, as well as the reBt of the under plumage, 
pitch-black; but the ends of the quills and tail fading into dusky
brown; the posterior greater coverts have a tinge of violet. The 
bill oil-green. Legs greenish-yellow. lri. brown. Closed wings 
nearly 5 inches shorter than the tail. Noatrils impervious. 

The ft11lLJk is bright yellowish·rufous, transversely barred with 
black. Wing coverts dusky·brown, edged with dull rufous; the 
greater coverts and secondaries narrowly tipped with white, so as to 
produce the appearance of one or two indistinct bars. Head and 
upper part of the neck marked with dUlky stripes. Under plumage 
clove-brown, with obscure darker blotchel. - The yotmg male reo 
sembles the female. 
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KING DUCK. 

(FtdiplG qeetabilu, Boup. Synops. No. 832. .au. ~tabiIh, 
Lllur. Faun. Suee. No. 112. LATH. Ind. No. 36. TE ••. ii. p. 861. 
&rmateriG BpIletallilu, LEACH. RlCHAlUI. and SWAIBI. North. Zoot 
ii. p.447. King Duck, PE1UI. Arct. Zool. No. 481. Grey-headed 
Duck, EDWARDS. pI. 154. I.e Ca1U1.Td a t~te grise, BUFF. Ois. ix. 
p.253.) 

BP. eRA-RAeT. -Frontal plates of the bill broad, and rounded: no 
speeulum. - Male black; neck and back white, the crown and 
nape bluish-grey; an &now-shaped black mark on the throat. 
Female similar with that of the Eider ; but with the frontal pla.te 
nearly vertical. 

THIS species, so nearly allied to the Eider, is also an in· 
habitant of the same glacial regions, living generally out 
at sea, and feeding independently of the land, chiefly upon 
the mollusca which abound in the Arctic Sea. They are 
never seen in fresh waters, and only resort to land for the 
indispensable purposes of reproduction. Being well pro
vided with a thick and downy robe, they are little inclined 
to change their situation, however rigorous the climate, 
and, as the frost invades their resorts, they continually re
cede farther out to sea, and dweU securely amidst eternal 
barriers of ice and all the horrors of an arctic winter. The 
King Duck, still more sedentary than the Eider, is seldom 
seen beyond the 59th parallel, except in the depth of winter, 
when, according to Audubon, they are observed off the coast 
of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, &c. and a few 
have been obtained off Boston and at Eastport in Maine. 
They abound in Greenland and Spitzbergen, visit and some
times breed in the Orkneys, and other of the remote Scottish 
isles. A few are also occasionally seen on the coasts of the 
Baltic and in Denmark. They breed sometimes in the crev
ices of rocks impending over the sea, making a nest of sticks 
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and moss, lined with the down of the breast in the manner of 
the Eider. The eggs are 5 or 6 in number, rather less than 
those of the Goose, and of a whitish color. The flesh is 
said to be palatable, the gibbous part of the bill being ac
counted a delicacy, and the down, coUected by the Green
landers, is esteemed of equal value with that of the prece
ding species. Inhabiting all parts of the hyperboreal re
gions, they are found on the opposite side of America in 
Siberia and Kamtschatka. 

The length of the male of thill species is about 24, inches; the 
wing 11,; of the bill to the front 1 inch 2 lines: the tars\18 1 inch 
lOi linea. The height of the frontal plates Ii inches, the breadth 1 
inch. In the mal~, the frontlet, circumference of the frontal plates, 
under eye-lid, edge of the upper one, and two converging bands on 
the throat, meeting on the chin, rich velvet-black. Top of the head 
and nape blaish-grey. Cheeks of a shining pistachio-green. Line 
over the eye extending to the nape, and the breast ochre-yellow. 
Neck, fore part of the back, most of the lesser wing coverts, and 
the sides of the rump white. Bcapnlara, greater coverts, lesler 
quills, curved tertiaries, rump, tail coverts, and under plumage, ink 
black. Borders of the wings, greater quills and tail, blackiah
brown. Bill vermilion-red, the nail of it strong and vaulted, fiesh 
color; frontal plates and base of the lower mandible dutch-orange. 
Lege ochre-yellow. Frontlet, rising from behind the nostrils, nearly 
perpendicular to the bill, compressed and bounded laterally by 
t1l'0 broad, fiat, rounded 8eshy plates. Nostril. perTious. WingB 
much .horter than the tail. The bill of the f~e ill shorter than that 
of the Eider. The young male has the head and neck of a d\18ky yel
lowish-grey, crowded with blackish spots. The under plumage 
mostly pitch black, with yelI01l'ish·bro1l'D edgings. Breast aDd 
8anb yellowiah-bro1l'D, spotted aDd barred with black. Belly the 
laDle color intimately mixed. Bill as in the female. 
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Subgenus.-OIDEMIA, Bonap. (Genus of, Fltming.) 

WITH the bill broad, and gibbou above the noetriJa, ita margbul 
dilated; lamelliform teeth coarse. N06triU nearly in the middle of' 
the bill, large and elevated. The tail consisting of 14 feathers.
The pDlvailing color in these birds is black; the female brown. 
This tribe of Docks live principally at sea, and freqoent the edge of' 
the 8U1'f. 

BLACK, OR SURF DUCK. 

(Fuligula perspicillatlJ, BoIUP. Synopa. No. 383. .I171114per8picillat4, 
Lun,. LATH. IND. ii. p. 847 .• p. 42. WILIOIf, viii. p. 49. pI. 67. 
fig. 1. [male,] TEIIII. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 853. 0idemia,...8pi
cillata, RICHARD. and SW.&INS. North. Zool. ii. p. 449. Black 
Duck, PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 483. Great Black Dock, from 
Hodson's Bay, EDWARDS, pI. 155. Macreuse a large 6ee, ou Mar
tAand, Bcn. Ois. ill:. p. 244. Pl. Enlum. 995. Phil. Museum, 
No. 2788.) 

SP. CH..&R.&CT. - No speculum; the feet red; the bill with a protu
berance on each side. - Male gloay black; the crown· and nape 
marked with white. Ftmale BOOty·brown, near the bill and auric
ulan, whitish. 

THIS species of Sea Duck, with other dark kinds here 
commonly called Coots, may be properly considered as 
an American species; its visits in the Orkneys and Eon> 
pean seas bcing merely accidental. They breed on the 
Arctic coasts, and extend their rcsidence to the opposite 
side of the continent, having been seen at Nootka Sound 
by Captain Cook. During summer they feed principally in 
the sea; they also commonly &equent shallow bars and surt: 
lashed shores and bays in quest of various kinds of small 
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sheU..fish, tOr which while on our coast they are almost 
perpetually diving. They begin to migrate southward from 
their northern resorts in company with the Long-Tailed 
Ducks (Fuligula glacialis,) at which period the flocks halt 
both on the shores of Hudson's Bay, and on the lakes of 
the interior, as long as they remain open, feeding on tender 
sheUy mollusca. 

The Surf Duck or Sea Coot breeds also along the shores 
of Hudson's Bay and in Labrador,· and is said to make a 
nest of grass, lining it with down or feathers, and lays from 
4 to 6 white eggs, which are hatched in the month of July. 
They select the borders of fresh-water ponds for their eyries, 
on which the young are fed and protected, until they are 
nearly ready to fly.t Although they extend their migrations 
to the coast of Florida, they often continue along all the 
shores and open bays of the Union throughout the winter; 
or, at least parties go and come during the greater part of 
the period. Early in May, or the close of April, they are 
again fl'een bending their course towards the north. They 
are shy birds to approach, but can be decoyed by imitative 
wooden ducks of the same general appearance. Their 
~sh, however, remarkably red and dark when cooked, is 
very fishy, and has but little to recommend it; the young 
birds are somewhat superior in flavor, but the whole are of 
little consequence as game, though often eaten by the 
inhabitants of the neighboring coasts. 

Length about 2 feet; the wing 91 inches; the bill above, 1 inch 
.q Jinea; the tarsus 1 inch 8 lines. Male; velvet-black, with a red
diah refiection. Throat brownish. A broad white band between 
the eyes, and a triangular patch of the same ou the nape. Bill 
reddiah-orange, the nail paler; a square black spot ou the lateral 
protuberance. Legs orange, the webs of the feet brown. The bill 
much like that of the following specie. (F. fwea,) but the lateral 

• AUDU.OII In lit. tAudubon. 

Digitized by Google 



418 WEB-Foo·rED BIUS. 

protuberances are naked and horny, and the central one is featheled 
farther down. As in the other apecies of this section, the bill aud 
forehead are inflated, causing the head to appear lengthened and the 
croWD depreBBed. 

The fBmllle is browner; and the under plumage paler; the back 
and wing coverts narrowly edged with grey; the breast, flanks and 
ears, with lOme whitish edgings. Bill black; its b.. Dot so much 
inflated, and the Dostrils smaller than in the male. 
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(Fuligula ftuca, BOIf,u. Bynopl. No. 335. .Q1Ul8 fU8ca, LIJliIf. 
GIIJ:L. LATH, Ind. Ip 44. TE ••. n. p. 854. WILSON. viii. p. 
137. pI. 92. fig. 3. [male.] OiUmia ju6C4, Fu:mNG. RICHARD. 

North. Zool. ii. p. 449. Velvet Duclt, PEU. Arct. Zoo!. No. 
482. LA double MacrelUe, Bon. Oi •• ix. p. 2&2. ID. P!. Enlum. 
7T'ol8. [old male.] Phil. MUleum, No. 2658.) 

SI'. ClIAJlACT. - Speculum white; feet red. - Male black; a whi. 
crescent under the eye. Female blacki.h-brown. 

THE Velvet Duck is common to the northern regions of 
both continents, where it retires late in the spring to p:.Bs 
the period of reproduction. Like the preceding, they live 
principally upon the sea and its productions, diving often 
in broken water for shell-fish and other marine bodies. 
They breed along the Arctic coasts and around Hudson'. 

DigitizedbyGoogle 



..... 

420 WEB-FOOTED BIRDS. 

Bay and Labrador,· retiring inland for the purpose; nesting 
contiguous to small fTesh-water pools in the shelter of 
Juniper or Pine bushes, laying from 8 to 10 white eggs, 
which the female closely covers with her elastic feather. 
The young are attended by the female only, who remains 
with her brood in these seclu ions until they are nearly 
ready to fly. She also makes a show of defending them, 
and the young themselves often by their great alertness in 
diving escape the attacks of their enemies. They are 
abundant in the Orkneys and Hebrides, as well as in Norway, 
Sweden, and Lapland; and are common in some parts of 
Siberia and Kamtschatka. Near Kengis, on the banks of 
the Tomea in Lapland, a little beyond the 67th parallel, 
Skioldebrand remarked them ne ting in tree, particu
larly Pines, accompanied by the Golden Eye (Puligula 
clungula.) The inhabitants, he al 0 adds, knowing the 
trouble they have in forming their nests, attach hollowed 
pieces of wood to the trees for their com'enience; and in 
recompense receive a quantity of their eggs, which upply 
the place of those of the common fowl, no longer found to 
endure the severity of these hyperboreal climate .t 

On the commencement of incubation, the males leave the 
land and again assemble together in flock out at ea. In 
the moulting season, which soon after takes place amona 
these seceding birds, the natives at Ochotska to the number 
of fifty or more, as already related of the Indians of the 
Bay of Fundy, taking advantage of the flood tide, dri"e 
the whole flock, before them up the river, in canoe, and 
as soon as the water ebbs, they dispatch them with club in 
such numbers that each individual often corne in for 20 or 
30 to his share . 

• AUDUDO:or, In lit. 
t Skioldebmnd's, Picturesque Voyoge on ('op Nord . 
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The Velvet Duck is said to return late to its breeding 
quarters in S~eden, the eggs being sometimes found fresh 
as late as the beginning of July. In April they are seen, in 
cloudy weather more particularly, proceeding steadily on 
wing in large flocks towards their northern destination. 
At these times they fly low in an irregular angular phalanx, 
making a straight course just outside of the land, and are 
perfectly silent and intent on their voyage. In the spring 
of 1831, I saw them thus migrating by thousands, though 
not more than 12 to 20 associate in anyone flock. They 
proceed in all probability to the very extremity of the Union, 
in the course of the winter, are very abundant in the 
Bay of Chesapeake, being usually accompanied by the 
Scoters, and are taken sometimes in the same nets with 
them. With the other dark species ~f this subgenus they 
are here known by the appellation of Coots, and these are 
distinguished by the name of the White-Winged kind. 
Whether from their nocturnal habits or what other cause, I 

. cannot pretend to say, when they have been seen in Fresh 
Pond, which they sometimes visit, at least the young, their 
heads have been observed nodding, as though they were op
pressed by sleep j and we sometimes here have a saying of 
being as sleepy as a Coot. The flesh of the old bird is strong, 
dark, and sedgy, yet they are much sought after in this 
quarter, and oft~n exposed for sale in the market, particu
larly the young birds whose flavor is more tolerable. They 
arrive in this vicinity from the north about the close of 
September, and according to Richardson, spend some time 
on the coasts of Hudson's Bay and the lakes of the interior 
previous to their departure for the south. 

The Velvet Duck is about 2 feet 16 inches in length; the wing 
10 inches 9 line.; the bill above, 1 inch 7 lines i the tarsus 1 inch 
106 linel: alar Itreteh 8 feet. The male is of a deep and velvety 
black. Beneath the eyes &Del at the poaterior angle there ill a white 
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pre_nt. A white speculum on the wing. Sides of the bill red
lead fading into orange, protuberance between the nostrils, the 1IlV

gins and poBterior part of the under mandible, black; nail ver
milion, the anterior &t portion of the upper mandible whitish. 
IridB white, tinged with straw-yellow. Legs scarlet with black welle. 
and a tinge of black on the joints. NOBtriIs large, oval,and perno .... 
opening into a protuberance which forD18 part of the forehHd. 
Toe. long, the outer equal to the middle ODe. 

The female resembles the male, but is smaller, and the pllllllllP 
browner. Seapulars very narrowly edged with broccoli-brown. No 
white mark beneath the eye, but the speculum like that of the male. 
Bill black, slightly inflated at the base, the naiLblack. - The YOtIJIfl 
tnGlu resemble the female, but have small white spot. before and 
behind the eyes. 

AMERICAN SCOTER DUCK. 

(Fuligula americana. OUUmill llmericana, SWAIN •• RICHARD. and 
SWAINS. North. Zool. ii. p. 450. Whistling Duck, HUDsoR's 
BAY RESIDERTB. Cwnuitatum, CREE bDIA!! •• ) 

SP. CBARACT.- Entirely sooty black i bill contracted behind the tip, 
black, except the basal protuberance of the upper mandible, which 
is entirely orange; nostrils about the middle of the bill, red. 

THIS species, probably confounded with the Common 
Scoter, is said to inhabit the shores of Hudson's Bay, 
breeding between the 50th and 60th parallels, but does not 
appear to frequent the interior. It lives and feeds princi
pally at sea, and its flesh is rank and oily. The American 
Scoter visits the coast and bays of Massachusetts and New 
York in considerable numbers, associating with the Surf, 
Velvet, Eider and other sea ducks j and are brought 00-

casionally to Boston market, about the first week in 
November. While here they appear to feed principally on 
shell-fish j particularly muscles j and the flesh of the young 
is tolerably palatable. 
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The American Scoter ia about 19 incbee in leugth; bill trom the 
rictus 2 inchel; the wing SA inchea; tareUI about 1 inch 2 liIlCl ; 

the middle toe 3 illchel. Mala in color and lize closely reaembling 
F. ¥a, except in the bill, ill which the aide. of the nail at the end 
01 the upper mandible are luddenly narrowed. The whole of the 
bud protuberance orange, thia color not extending beyond the 
Do.trila. In a youngiah -z., which I have elt&lllined, the bud 
protuberance i. scarcely elevated, orange, at the hue bright yellow. 
The Ist quill very much and luddenly narrowed for near upon !I 
inchel, and the 2d and 3d nearly equal and 10ngeBt. Lege and feet 
whelly black. 

SCOTER DUCK. 

(Fvligvla nigra, BONAP. Synop •. No. 834 . .!btu NgrtJ, LJlnf. G.IIL. 
Ip. 7. LATH. Inel. ii .• p. 43. Til ••. ii. p. 856. WILSON. viii. p. 
185. pI. 72. fig. 2. L4 MfKTeule, BUFF. Oil. ix. p. 234. t. 16. Pl. 
Enlum.978. Beoter, PENN. Arct. Zool. No. 484. b. Brit. Zool. 
p. 1~. tab. Q. 6. [a good figure of the male]. Phil. Museum, No. 
~.) 

Sr. CHARA.c1.-No speculum; feet dusky; a protuberance atthe 
bale of the bill; middle of the upper mandible yellow; noatrila 
below the middle of the bill. - Mala glollY black; a large orange
red protuberance at the base of the bill. FfII1IDlc .aoty-browa, 
beneath greyish.white 

THE Sooter, or Black Duck is another of those marine 
species which inhabit the high boreal latitudes of both con
tinents, from whence at the approach of winter they migrate 
in swarms to warmer or more moderate climes. Along the 
coast of the United States, over which they extend to the 
extremity of the Union, they are commonly associated with 
their kindred species, the Velvet Duck. In winter they are 
common in the sounds and bays in the vicinity of New York 
.. well at in the Bal of Chesapeake, and are perpetually 
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diving in quest of small shell-fish, sea insects, mollusca and 
marine vegetables. 

The Scoters, whose origin, like that of the Barnacles, 
was supposed to be derived from certain shells in rotteD 
wood originating in Scotland, have hence derived their pe
culiar name; but besides the Scottish Islands, they are 
found in Lapland, Norway, Russia and Siberia, as well as in 
the present continent. They usually lIy low, almost touch
ing the surface of the sea, but they swim and dive with 
peculiar ease and swiftness. 

According to M. BaiIlon, from the months of November 
to March, the north and north-west winds bring along the 
coasts of Picardy prodigious flocks of Scoters, so that the 
whole sea for a considerable space appears covered with 
them. They are then seen ftying incessantly from place to 
place by thousands; they appear and di~appear in the water 
every minute, and as soon as one of them dives, the whole 
eager troop imitate the motion, and soon after emerge to the 
surface. When the southwardly winds, however, begin to 
blow in the month of March, they all disappear at once 
from the coast. 

The fishermen, taking ,advantage of their habit of diving 
for food, catch the Scoters in great numbers in their nets, 
which are spread out over the beds of shell-fish they are 
observed to frequent. The nets are thus supported horizon
tally at the height of two or three feet from the bottom; and 
at the flowing of the tide remain Concealed. The Scoters, 
approaching as usual at the reflux of the water in great 
numbers, dive after their prey, and are soon entangled 
in the snare; in such numbers that 20 or 30 dozen have 
sometimes been taken in a single tide. These fishy fta
vored birds, and a few others of similar character, being 
exempt from the ecclesiastical interdict, on the sage suppo
sition that they rank among cold-blooded animals, are sold 
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to the catholics, who are allowed to eat them on their fut 
days, in common with fish and white meats. 

The Seoter i. about 21 inche. in length i and 34 in alar emnt. 
Protuberance on the bue of the bill orange.red, the Bides and a line 
in its middle black, the OrIDge extending over the upper mandible 
considerably towards the tip i the edge. and lower mandible !lie 

black. The orbits yellow. Irid. dark hazel. The whole plumage 
black, inclining to purple on the lr&ad and neck. Legs and feet 
reddish.brown. The je'ffUlk has scarcely any protuberance on the 
bill. . 

Subgenus. _. GVMNURA. (OXYURA t. Btmap.) 

The lliU broad at its extremity, and with the nail very small and 
hooked. N08tri16 medial, proximate. Tarsus much shorter than the 
elongated toes; the legs situated very far behind. Wings very short 
and concave. Tail long and cuneiform, consisting of 20 narrow, 
pointed, rigid, and more or leBB concave feathers: the tail coverts 
wholly wanting, or undistinguishable from the adjoining plumage. 
Vent at the extremity of the body. 

The plumage .ombre, very thick, compact, beneath silvery with 
briatly tips. - This small and remarkable species bred in the north, 
chiefly inhabits fresh·water lakes in which it swims and dives 
remarkably well, but i9 averse to taking wing, yet migrates extensive
ly towards the .outh in the course of the winter. It is nearly allied 
to.lJruu leucoeeplaala, which inhabits the saline lakes and interior 
lieU of Siberia, Russia and Eutern Europe. It appears likewise to 
have a near affinity with 11. jamaiemBi.6 of Latham i and is perhaps 
identic with 11. ~_a of Guiana, if not also with 11. Dominica 
of Gmelin, a native of St. Domingo, and probably only resident 
there during winter. 

t The name 01 Orprc bavlnr been prev10asll emplo:.red for a lubgllllll8 oC 
Creeperl, It was neceuary to Illter It. 
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RUDDY DUCK. 

(Fuligula mUla, BONAP. Synops. No. 336. RICHARD. and SWA.INS. 
North. Zool. ii. p. 455. /lnas rubida, WILSON. viii. p. 128. pl. 
71. fig. 5. [male.] p. 130. pI. 71. fig. 6. [young male.] (female 
Wils.) Phil. MUseUDI, No. 2808. and 2809.) 

SP. CH.ulACT.-No speculum i bill fiat at the hue i nostrils small 
and linear; tail·feathers somewhat concave, with sphacelous tips. 
Iris brown. - Male reddish-brown; the crown, front and nape 
black; sides of the head and chin white. Fenuds blackish-brown, 
minutely sprinkled with whitish; the CroWD darker; aides of the 
head dusky and whitish. 

THIS species, an exclusive inhabitant of America, retires 
to the north to breed, frequenting the small lakes in the 
interior of the fur countries up to the 58th parallel. On the 
5th of August, they were also observed by Mr. Say, at 
Pembino in the latitude of 490 , where no doubt, they also 
pass the period of reproduction. They are very unwilling 
to take wing, though they fly pretty well when once started. 
They dive with the greatest facility and particularly at the 
flash of the gun, or even the report of the percussion cap. 
When swimming they have a habit of carrying the tail so 
erect that it appears of the same height with the head and 
neck. Small flocks consisting of the female and young are 
often seen in Fresh-Pond in this vicinity, but scarcely ever 
the adult males, who seem to migrate usually apart at this 
season. They visit us early in October, and in the course of 
the winter proceed south to the extremity of the Union. 
On their first arrival they are tame and insuspicious: but 
the old males are extremely shy and difficult of approach. 
Their food appears to be principally marine and fluviatile 
vegetables, and seeds, for which they dive. Besides gravel, 
I have found in the stomach seeds and husks of the Rflp
pia maritima. They rarely, if ever, visit the sea, but are 
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found towards the head of tide waters, in estuaries and 
small lacustrine ponds, at no great distance from the ocean. 
They are common in the market of Boston, generally 
known by the name of Dun-Birds, and their flesh is good 
and much esteemed as game. 

The length of this species appean to vary in an extraordinary 
degree. Wilson gives it 156 inches; I have found it about 17, and 
Richardson's measurement give. 19 inches! the lanusl inch "lines ; 
middle toe 2 inches and 4 linea. In the male the upper surface of 
the head and nape is velvet-black. The middle of the back and tail 
brownish-black. Throat, neck, fore part of the back, rump, scapu
lara, and flanks, pure brownish-orange. The Bides of the head and 
chin white. Wings unspotted hair-brown, the secondaries tipped 
with white •. Base of the under plumage clove-brown, its tips silvery 
white. Bill shining light blue. lrids brown. Legs brown. No.
trils near together, situated in the anterior partof a large oval mem
brane. Tail wedge-formed or fan-shaped, of 20 narrow and strikingly 
unequal feathers in length, the shortest being only about an inch, 
while the longest are 8 inches, or upwards, their points in the adult 
birds, present a sphacelous continuation of the shafts beyond the barbs, 
which terminate bluntly, and are concave beneath: the hollow or 
pttered appearance of the feathers themselves above is nearly equal 
throughout, and only very C01lBpiCU0V8 in the yuuRlf birds, or im
mediately after the moult; in these likewise the sphacelous tips of 
the tail are yet undeveloped. In an old female, which I posse .. , 
the sphaeelous tips of the tail are prolonged into a set of ad
ditional proliferous feathers with bristly and nearly simple distant 
setaceous barbs. Whether this character be constant at a certain 
age or not I am una.ble to determine. - The young male resembles 
the female, but differs in having the sides of the face pure white to 
beyond and beneath the ears. A few rufous feathers are also some
times already visible among the plumage on the lower part of the 
back. The smaller tail feathers, being probably subject to moult, 
accounts for the apparent diversity of their number. Wilson and 
Bonaparte giving 18, and Richardson only 16, while the actual 
number is 20. 
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Subgenus. - FULIGULA. Bonap. 

WITH the bill long, broad, fiat, IIC8J'Cely gibbous at bue,and BOrne
what dila.ted at the extremity. NostJils 8uboval, at the bue of the 
bill. The tail short consisting of 14 feathers, the lateral ones grad
uated. The first quill feather longest. 

The trachea dilating to the left into a BOmewhat membranous 
capsule, sustained by an osseous ramified frame work. - These an 
alBO chiefly inhabitants of the sea or saline bays and estuaries. 

PIED DUCK. 

(Fuligula lalwtulora, BOIfAP. Synops. No. 337. .I17&1J8 llIbrtulora, 
WILSON. viii. p. 91. pI. 69. fig. 6. [male.] Pied Duck, PEIfIf. 
Arct. Zool. ii. p. 282. No. 488. LATH. Synops. iii. p. 497. Phil. 
Museum, No. 2858.) 

Bp. CHARACT. - A broad white specull1m; the bill membranous at 
the extremity; the cere-like base and posterior edges orange 
colored. - Male black; head, neck, breast, scapnlars, wing-cov
erts and secondaries, white; crown, and a collar round the neck, 
black. Female ashy-grey. 

THE Pied Duck, though an inhabitant' of the northern 
parts of America, is not found in the fur countries of Hud-
8On's Bay. It is probably a mere straggler on the coasts of 
the whole Atlantic, and chiefly inhabits the western side of 
th.e continent. It was not observed by Mr. Audubon in his 
late summer tour to Labrador where it has been said to 

breed. The gunners of New Jersey and Pennsylvania call 
it the Sand-Shoal Duck, from its habit of frequenting sand-

. bars in quest of minute shell-fish which constitute its prin
cipal food, and which it procures by diving like the other 
Sea Ducks. Its visits occur in the Middle States in winter, 
and early in the month of March, in spring. Its flesh is 
dry and unsavory. 
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The length of the Labrador Duck is about 20 inches. In the male 
the base of the bill, and the edges of the mandibles for two thirds of 
their length, are pale orange i the rest black i towards the extremity 
it widens, and the sides consist merely of a soft, loose and pen
dulous skin. lrids dark hazel. Head and half of the neck, white, 
marked along the crown as far as the nape with a stripe of black i 
the plumage of the cheeks bristly. A black collar round the neck, 
the snme color continuing over the back, rump, and tail coverts i 
below this color the upper part of the breast is white, extending 
itself over the whole 8capulars, wing coverts, and secondaric3. The 
primaries, lower part of the breast, belly. and vent, black. The tail 
pointed, and of a blackish hoary color. Anterior part of the legs, 
and ridges of the toes, pale whitish-ash, hind part of the same, 
sprinkled with blackish; the webs black: the edges of both mandibles 
pectinated. In young birds, tbe white plumage is usually tinged 
with yellowish. 

The female is about 19 inches in length. The bill as in the male. 
The sides of the front white; head, chin, and np~ k, ashy-grey; 
upper part of the back and wings brownish-slate. S 'condaries only 
white; tertials hoary. .Below dull ash, skirted with brownish-white. 
Legs and feet as in the maIe. The bill in both is marked l'osteriol 
to the nostrils with a heart-shaped outline, 
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CANV ASS-BACKED DUCK. 

(Fvligu/a 'Ila/isncrill, STE?lIENS. BONAP. Synops. No. 338. RICH. 
and SWAIN. ii. p. 451. Anlls 'Ilalisneria, WILSON. viii. p. 103. pI. 
70. fig. 5. Genus Fuligula, RAY. Phil. Musclim. No. 2816.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Speculum grey; bill straight, nearly 2~ inchel 
long, its sides parallel. - Male white, waved with black; the head 
tinged with black anteriorly, and with the neck glossy chestnut: 
a black pectoral belt. Female dull whitish, waved with black j 
head, neck and breast brownish. 

THE Canvass-Back, so well known as a delicacy of the 
table, is a species peculiar to the continent of America. It 
breeds, according to Richardson, in all parts of the remote 
fur countries from the 50th parallel to their most northern 
limits, and at this period associates much on the water with 
the ordinary tribe of Ducks. After the clo e of the period 
of reproduction, accumulating in flocks, and driven to the 
open waters of the south for their favorite means of sub-
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lIistenee, they arrive about the middle of October seawarda 
on the coast of the United States. A few at this time visit 
the Hudson and the Delaware, but the great body of emi
grants take up their quarters in the Bay of Che. apeake, and 
in the numerous e tuaries and principal river which empty 
into it; particularly the Su quehannah, the Patap co, Poto
mac and James' rivers. They also frequent the sounds 
and bays of North Carolina, and are abundant in the 
river Neu e, in the vicinity of Newbern, and probably 
in most of the other southern water to the coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico, being seen in winter in the mild cli
mate of New Orlean .• In these different sections of the 
Union they are known by the variou names of Canvass
Backs, White-Backs, and Sheldrakes. In the depth of 
winter, a few pair, probably driven from the interior by 
cold, arrive in Ma sachusetts Bay, in the vicinity of Cohas
set and near Martha's Vineyard: the e, as in the waters of 
New York, are commonly as ociated with the Red-Head, or 
Pochard, to which they have so near an affinity. Their 
principal food, instead of the fresh-water plant Valisneria, 
which is confined to so small a space, is, in fact, the differ
ent kinds of Sea-Wrack, known here by the name of Eel
gras, from its prodigious length, (Zostera marina, and Rup
pia maritima.) These vegetable are found in nearly 
every part of the Atlantic, growing like submerged fields 
over all the muddy flats, shallow bay, e t~laries, and inlets, 
subject to the acces of salt or brackish waters. They are 
the marine pa ture' in which most of the Sea Duck, no 
les than the pre ent, find at all time , except in severe 
frosts, an ample upply of food. 

The Canvass Backs on their fir t arri\'al are generally 
lean, but by the beginning of November, they become in 

.. Mr. \Vnre, on the autbority of ~lr. C. i'ickering, M. D. 
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good order for the table. They are excellent divers, and 
swim with speed and agility. They sometimes assemble by 
thousands in a flock, and rising suddenly on wing produce 
a noise like thunder. _During the day, they are com
monly dispersed about in quest of food, but towards even
ing collect together, and coming into the creeks and river 
inlets, ride as it were at anchor, with their heads under 
their wings asleep; sentinels, however, appear awake and 
ready to raise an alarm on the least appearance of danger. 
At other times they are seen swimming about the shoals, 
and diving after the sea-wrack, which they commonly pluck 
up, and select only the tenderest portion towards the root. 
Though thus labOriously engaged, they are still extremely 
shy, and can rarely be approached but by stratagem, for 
even while feeding, several remain unemployed and vigilant 
against any surprise. When wounded in the wing they 
dive to prodigious distances, and with such rapidity, and 
perseverance as almost to render the pursuit hopele s. The 
great demand and high estimation in which these Ducks 
are held, spurs the ingenuity of the gunner to practise 
every expedient which may promise success in their capture. 
They are sometimes decoyed to shore or within gun-shot by 
means of a dog trained for the purpo e, which, playing 
backwards and forwards along the shore, attracts the vacant 
curiosity of the birds, and as they approach within a suita
ble distance the concealed fowler rakes them fir t on the 
water, and afterwards as they rise. Sometimes by moon
light the sportsman directs his skiff towards a flock, whose 
position he had previously ascertained, and keeping within 
~cting shadow of some wood, bank, or headland, 

be paddles silently along to within 15 or 20 yards or a flock 
of many thousands, among whom he consequently makes 
great destruction. 

As the severity of the winter augments, and the rivers 
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become extensively frozen,. the Canvu.Baeki retreat to
wards the ocean, and are then seen in the shallow bays 
which still remain open; occasionally also frequenting the air 
holes in the ice, and openings which are sometimes made for 
&he purpose, immediately over the beds of Bea grass, to eDtice 
them within gun .. hot of the hut or busb fixed at a COOTe

Dient distance for commanding the hungry ftocks. So urgent 
sometimes are the Ducks for food in winter, that at one of 
these artificial openings in the ice, in James' river, a Mr. 
Hill, according to Wilson, accompanied by a Becond person, 
picked up from one of these decoys, at three rounds each, 
no less than 88 Canvass-Backs. The Ducks crowded to the 
place, so that the whole open space was not only covered 
with them, but vast numbers, waiting their turn, stood inac
tive on the ice around it. 

The Canvass-Back will also eat Beeds and grain as well as 
marine grass, and seems especially fond of wheat, by which 
they may be decoyed to particular places, after continuing 
the bait for Beveral days in succession. The loss of a vesasel 
loaded with this grain, near the entrance of Great Egg 
Harbor in New JerBer, attracted vast flocks of theBe 
ducks to the spot, so that not less than 240 were killed in 
ODe day by the neighboring gunners, who uaembled to the 
spot in quest of theBe strange birds, which were after
wards sold among the neighbors at the low rate of 121 cents 
a piece, without the feathers. TheBe Sea-Ducks, as the 
gunners then called them, from the direction probably in 
which they arrived, were no other than the famous Canvass
Backs, which commonly sold in the Philadelphia market at 
from one dollar to a dollar and a half per pair, and indeed 
lODletimes much higher prices are given, when they are 
ICarce and considered indispensable. 

The Can_Back is about 2 feet in length, and 8 teet in aJar 
extent i and when in good order weighs 8 pounds. The bill is large, 
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n.iDg hiP and sloping on the front, 2 inobell 4 nne. meuured &om 
above; and 1 inch and ,the thick at the bue; the frontaJ IUlJle 
longer, the nostril. farther from the front, and the nail di1ferently 
llhaped and smaller than in the Pochard. In the male, the region or 
the bill, top of the head, ohiD, hue of the neck, and adjoiDiDg parte 
of the breast and back, rump, upper and under t8il coverts, are 
pitch-black. Sides of the head and the neok, bright glO8BY reddish
chestnut with violet reftections on the head. Middle of the back, 
lICapulara, wing.coverts, tips of the secondaries, tertiaries, fla.nb, 
posterior part of the belly, and thighs greyish-white, finely waved 
with hair-brown. Primaries and their coverts hair-brown, darker on 
their tips; JIeCOndaries uh-grey, tipped with white; the two adjoin
ing tertiaries edged with black. Belly white, faintly undulated on 
the medial line. In some specimens the white parts are glO8Bed 
with ferruginous. Bill and Legs blackish·brown. 

In thefemak, the ground color of the upper plumage and ftanks is 
liver-brown. Sides of the head, neck, and breast ferruginoUB. 
Shoulders, shorter scapulars, and under plumage edged with the 
lIIDle, middle of the back and wing coverts clove-brown, finely un
dulated with greyish-white. No waved markiDga on the tertiaries 
and secondaries, and only a few on the tips of the scapu)an. Bill 
u in the male; but the neck more Ilender. 

POCHARD, OR RED-HEADED DUCK. 

(FtJ.igvla jerinG, STEPHEIfS. BOIIAP. Synops. No. 339. RIC: •• and 
SWAIIIS. North. Zool. ii. p. 452. .1111411 jeri., LIIf. GKEL. lIP 
81. L.t.TR. Ind. sp. 71. TEKK. Man. d'Om. ii. p. 868. WILSOII, 
viii. p. 110. pl. 70. fig. 6. Pochard Duok, PEKII. Arct. Zoot. ii. 
p. ~. No. 491. IBID. Brit. Zool. p. 156. t. Q. 5. [male and 
female.] La C"""rd Miloain, BUFF. Oil. ix. p.216. PI. EnJum. 
SOB. [male.] Fuligvla, sp. R.n. Phil. MUBeum. No. 2710.) 

SP. CH.lBACT. - Speculum grey; bill rather recurved, about 51 
1000el long, dilated at the extremity.-MIiU uh, thickly waved 
with black linel; head and anterior part of the neck only, wholly 
oheabl.ut; & broad black pectoral belt. F....z. wholly brown of 
VariOUB tinte. 
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THE Poehard 80 nearly related to the Canvass-Back, with 
which it generally ll8IIOeiates, is common to .the north of 
both continents. It is abundant in Russia, in rivers and 
lakes in all latitudes, as well as in Denmark, the north off 
Germany, and, as a bird of passage, is seen in England. 
Holland, France, Italy, and in the course of the winter pro
eeeds as far south as Egypt. In the present continent they 
are found to breed in all parts of the fur countries, from the 
50th parallel to their utmost boreal limits, and, dwelling in 
fresh waters, are seen to associate generally with the ANA.

'I'IN..£, or proper Ducks, taking to the sea in autumn with 
their broods, and appearing within the limits of the United 
States towards the close of October; they afterwards spread 
themselves over the bays, rivers and fresh-water lakes, at no 
great distance from the seL In the bay of Chesapeake 
and its tributary streams they are now seen in floeks with 
the Canvass-Backs, and feed much on the same kind of 
submarine grass or wrack-weed, on which they become very 
fat. and are in flavor and size but little inferior to their com
panions; being often in fact, both sold and eaten for the 
same, without the aid of any very sensible imposition. In 
the months of February and March they are common in 
the fresh waters of North and South Carolina, where many 
pass the greater part of the winter; they are also seen at 
this season in the lower part of the Mississippi, around 
Natchez, and probably accompany the floeks of the prece
ding species near New Orleans. Brisson's Mexican Po
chard, described by Fernandez, is also in all probability the 
same bird. 

The Poehard dives and swims with great agility. They 
are in England sometimes taken in the decoy pools in the 
usual manner of driving, but are by no means welcome 
visitors; for by their continual diving they disturb the rest 
of the fowls on the water, and thus prevent their being en-
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tice4 into the tmmel nets j nOl' are they wiliiDgly decoyed 
with the other ducks. They are said to walk awkwardly 
and with diftieulty. It is also added that their cry more 
resembles the hollow hiss of a serpent, than the voice of a 
bird. . Their flight is more rapid than that of the Common 
Wild Duck, and the noise of their wings very different. 
The troop fOrms a close body in the air, but they do not 
proceed in angular lines, or obey any particular leader, IlOJ' 

have they any call sufficient for the purpose. On their first 
arrival they are restless and watchful, alighting on the 
water, and then again wheeling and reconnoitering in the 
air fOr some time uncertain in the choice of their move.. 
ments. The only time when they can be approached within 
guD-shot, like 80 many other of the species, is about day .. 
break from an ambush or the shelter of some concealment. 

In the LDndon markets these Dueks are sold under the 
name of Duo-Birds, and are very dese"edly esteemed as a 
delicate and well flavored game. 

Although it has has been said that this species will DOt 
Iiye in COD~ent; Mr. Rennie states, that no bird appean 
IOOner reconciled to the menagerie j and one in his poe. 
I88sion which had been badly wounded in the wing, took 
immediately to feeding on oats, and after three years 
confinement appeared very t.ame, and remained in good 
health. 

According to Temminck they nest in reed marshes, laying 
from 12 to 13 greenish-white eggs. 

The Pochard iB about 22 inches in length, aometimeB Ie.; the 
wing 9 inches; the biD above, about 2 inches long; the taraua 1 
inch 7l1inetl. In the mal_, the head aDd neck appeUlt 'fiery fldl or 
feathers and of a deep glOBBy reddiBh-chntnut j the hue of the QeOk. 
breast, fore part of the back, rump, aDd upper and under tail coverts. 
pitch.black. Scapulara, intef8Capulara, flanks, thighs, aDd vent, 
finely nndulated with white and clove· brown. BeDy whitish, with 
faint lines. Posterior part of the baok blackish·brown, partiall7 
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waved with py 1iD~. Winp hair-broWB; the lIIIC01Idari~ blallh
py, narrowly tipped with white, and the two adjoining tertiari. 
edged with black; axillary feathel'll and under coven. pure white. 
Bill; upper mandible light blue; its tip, a narrow belt round its hue, 
and the under mandible, black. Legs black. 

The female is liver-brown above, with pnle edgings. Forehead, 
base of the neck, sides of the breast, and flanks, chestnut, edged 
with yellowish-brown. Chill, throat, and fore part of the belly, 
greyish-white. Wings, bill, and legs as in the mnle. 

SCAUP DUCK. 

(Fuligula 11I4rila, STEPHEN. BONAP. Synops. No. 340. RICHARD. 
North. Zoo!. ii. p. 453. .IJnas maTi/a, LIN N. Faun. Suee. No. 111. 
LUll . Ind. sp. 54. T£mr. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 865. WILSON, viii. 
p. 84. pI. 69. fig. 3. L c Milouinan, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 1002. [the 
old .] Scaup Duck, PENN. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 4!)8. laID. Brit. 
Zool. p. 153. t. Q. Fuligula, sp. RAY, Phil. Museum, No. 2668.) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Speculum white: bill very broad; no crest.
Male gl08sy blllCk, scapulars waved with white. Ferrw.le brown, 
near the bill whitish. 

THIS species, better known in America by the name of 
the Blue Bill, is another general inhabitant of the whole 
northern hemisphere; pa sing the period of reproduction 
in the remote and desolate hyperboreal regions, from whence 
at the approach of winter, they issue over the temperate 
parts of Europe as far as France and Switzerland; and in 
the United States are obsel'Yed to winter in the Delaware, 
and probably proceed as far as the waters of the Southern 
States, having been seen in the lower part of Missouri by 
Mr. Say in the spring, and are abundant also in winter in 
the Mississippi around and below St. Louis. Their breeding 
places, according to the intelligent and indefatigable Rich-
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ardson, are in the remote fur countries from the most 
southern point of Hudson's Bay to their utmost northern 
limits. 

The present species is said to derive its name from feed
ing on scaup, or broken shell-fish, for which, and other ar
ticles of subsistence, such as marine insects, fry, and 
marine vegetables, it is often seen diving with great alert
ness. It is a common species here both in fresh waters aoo 
bays. They particularly frequent such places as abound in 
their usual fare, and like most of their tribe take advantage 
of the accommodation of moonlight. They leave the Middle 
States in April or early in May. 

Both male and female of the Scaup make a similar grunt
ing noise, and have the same singular toss of the head, with 
an opening of the bill when sporting on the water in the 
spring. While here, they are heard occasionally to utter a 
guttural quanck, very different from that of Common Ducks. 
In a state of doinestication, dllriog the summer months, 
when the larvle of various insects are to be found in the 
mud at the bottom of the pond they frequent, they are ob
served to be almost continually diving. They feed, how
ever, contentedly on barley, and become so tame as to come 
to the edge of the water for a morsel of bread. Mr. Rennie 
adds, of all the aquatic birds we have had, taken from their 
native wilds, none have appeared so familiar as the Scaup. 
The flesh of this species is but little esteemed; though the 
young are more tender and palatable. 

In Europe the species is found as bigh as Iceland; and 
in the summer they abound in RUl!sia, Sweden, Norway and 
Lapland. It is also common on the northern shores of 
Siberia, and particularly on the great river Ob. 

The Scaup varies in size from 16, to 18, 19, or 20 inches in 
length! the bill above, from 1 inch 6A lines, to 1 inch 9A; the tarsus 
nom 1 inch 4 linell, to 1 inch 6. In the fIIIIl. the head and upper 
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part of the neck is black, reflecting deep violet and green. Lower 
part of the neck, posterior part of the book, the breaat, and under 
tail coverts pitch-black. Scapulars and interscapulars greyish-white, 
rather coarsely undulatE'd with black. Wings hair-brown, the pri
maries paler in the middle; the sccondaries whitE', with brown tips ; 
the tertiariea gloaaed with green; and the lesscr coverts and inner 
tertiaries finely dotted or waved with white. Belly white, mu:ed 
with grey posteriorly; flanks pure white, the tips of the feathers 
mghtly undulated. Long axillaries and inner wing linings pure 
white. Bi11 greyish-blue. Irids yellow. Legs blackish-brown. 

ThefelllGle is aomewhatsmaller, with a wide white band round the 
base of the bill, the remainder of the head and neck blackish-brown. 
Lower part of the neck, breast and rump dark brown. Back and 
seaplllus waved with black and white aproximating zig-zag lines: 
the flanks spotted and waved with brown. The iris dull yellow. 
The young malu in a general way resemble the females. 

RING-NECKED DUCK. 

(Fuligulo.1'1fJitorfJUU. BONAP. Synops. No. 341. RICH. and Sw.,uxs. 
North. Zool. ii. p. 454. Tufted Duck, (.Il1lll8fuligula,) WILSOIl', 
viii. p. 60. pl. 67. fig. 5. /11Ul11 n4itorfJUU, BONAP. Phil. Musc
um, No. 2004.) 

SP. CUARACT.- Speculum bluish-aah; chin white; a bluish-white 
band acroB8 the bill: no crest. - Male black, belly white, the sides 
waved with grey; a chestnut collar on the neck. Female glOBBY" 
brownish, face and belly white. 

THE Ring-Necked Dock, allied to the Scaup more nearly 
than to the Tufted Duck of Europe, is an exclusive, but Dot 
oncommon inhabitant of North America, being frequently 
seen in our fresh-water lakes, estuaries and rivers at the 
commencement of winter, and many proceed, no doubt, 
with others as far as the Southern States, before the arrival 
of spring. They also breed in the remote fur countries of 
Hudson's Bay, where they were seen by Dr. Richardson to 
the extent of their range, and particularly in the Saskatche-
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wan and other fre8h waters of the interior in the hyperbo
rean wilderness. Indeed it commonly assoeiate8 in the 
summer with the true Ducks, and only frequents the sea 
coast at the period of its migration8. Their flesh i8 tender 
and well flavored. 

The length of the species is about 19 inches; the wing 7 inches 8 
lines; the bill from above 1 inch 10 lines; the tarell8 1 inch 4 linea. 
- In the male the head and greater part of the neck is greenish
black, reflecting deep violet·purple. Beneath with a dark chestnut
brown collar. Base of the neck, whole dorsal plumage, tertiaries, 
greater coverts, breast, vent, and under tail coverts, greenish-black: 
leBBer coverts, primaries, and tail, blackish·brown. Secondaries 
pearl-grey, narrowly tipped with white. Belly white, from which 
there is a crescent-shaped curve to the shoulder; flanks and p0s

terior part of the belly finely waved with blackish-brown. Bill 
black; rictulI,line round the base, anclbelt near the tip of the upper 
mandible, light blue. lrids deep yellow. Legs blackish-brown. 
Closed wings 3 inches shorter than the tail. 

In the fmwIe the upper plumage is dark brown, edged on the top 
of the head, shoulders, scapulara and breast, with chestnut. Sides • 
of the breast and flanks unmixed dark chestnut. Speculum as in 
the male. Region of the bill, throat, and belly, greyish-white, 
speckled with brown. Posterior part of the belly liver-brown. The 
greater extent of the flattened triangular part of the bill next the 
&ont serves to distinguish the female 01 this .peciell 1iom that of 
the Scaup. 

In the young male a year old, the belly is more clouded, the upper 
plumage wants the chestnut tints, has a darker color than in the 
innale, and the brown of the collar is not formed. 

Subgenu8. - CUNOULA. Bonap. (Genu8 of, Boit.) 

WITH the bill short, narrow and elevated at the bue, somewhat 
attenuated at the extremity. Nostnu Buboval, somewhat anterior to 
or near the middle of the bill. Tail rather long, mostly composed 
of 16 feathers. 

This tribe of Sea Ducb IMide generally in high nonhem latiftdl!ll. 
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COMMON GOLDEN EYE. 

(E'vlipla ela"lf1llG, BoIUP. SynOp8. No. 842. Clafl/lUla 'lJldgarV, 
LEACH. FLEIIIIIO. RICH. and SWAIn. North. Zool. ii. p. 456. 
117148 ela1llf"la, LIIIN. LATH. Ind. ii. sp. f!1. TEIiIIl. ii. p. 870. 
WILSOJr, viii. p. 62. p\. 67. fig. 6. [male.] Golden Eye, PElfJr. Arct. 
Zoo\. No. 486. lB. Brit. Zoo\. p. 154. t. Q. [male and female.] 
laID. MuriUol&, (A1IM glaueim&,) ii. p. 300. F. [young.] Le Oa,.,.ot. 
BUTF. Oi8. ix. p. 222. PI. Enlum. 802. ClaJlltUla, GA8n: •• 
JOB.ST. and KLEIJr. [male.] Phil Museum, No. 2921.) 

SP. CBARACT. - Speculum white; under wing coverts black; tail 
rounded, of 16 feathers. - Male white; back, wings, and tail 
black, feathers of the hl'ad tumid, purplish-green; a roundish 
white 8pot on either aide near the base at the bill. F_le cinere-
0 .. ; beneath white; held ud adjoining part of the neck umber
brown, and without the white 8pot on the face. 

TSE Golden Eye is a eommon inhabitant of tbe boreal 
regions of both continents, from whence it migrates in smaD 
locks at the approacb of winter, accompanying the Velvet, 
Burf Duck, and Scoter, in tbeir desultory route in quelt or 
subsistence. On tbeir way, 800n after the commencement 
or their adventurous voyage, they visit tbe shores of Hud
BOD's Bay, and their congenial lakes in the interior, on 
which they linger, feeding on tender and small shell-fish, 
antil debarred by the invasion of frost. They breed in aD 
parts of t.he desolate and remote fur countries in great num
bers, frequenting the rivers and fresh-water lakes, on whose 
borders they pue the period of reproduction, making a rude 
neat of grue, and protecting the neceBBary warmth of their 
eggs by a layer of feathers or down plucked from the breast. 
According to Linneus it lays from 7 to 10 white eggs, which 
it often conceals and protects with its nest in hollow trees. 
And Skioldebrand adds, that in common with the Velvet 
Duelt, it breeds abundantly in Lapland, on the banks of the 
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Tornea, within the Arctic circle, and nearly to the northem 
extremity of Europe .. The inhabitants, for the value or 
the eggs, take the trouble to accommodate these useful and 
almost domestic birds, by attaching hollowed pieces of wood 
to the stunted Pine trees in which they ordinarily breed. 
They extend their summer residence as far as Northern 
Asia and Greenland, yet in Europe some pairs are observed 
to propagate even in temperate countries. 

Although furnished with a remarkably complicated tra
chea in the male, and the name of Clangula, we cannot 
learn that they ever possess any audible voice. When 
flushed they rise in silence, and we then only hear, instead 
of a cry or a quack, the very perceptible and noisy whistling 
of their short and laboring wings, for which reason they 
are here sometimes called by our gunners the Brass-Eyed 
Whistlers. In their native haunts they are by no means 
shy, allowing the sportsman to make a near approach, as 
if conscious at the same time of their impunity from ordi
nary peril, for no sooner do they perceive the flash of the 
gun, or hear the twang of the bow, than they dive with a 
dexterity which sets the sportsman at defiance, and they 
continue it so long and with such remarkable success that 
the aboriginal natives have nick-named them as conjuring 
or • Spirit Ducks.' 

The food of the Golden Eye, for which they are often 
seen diving, consists of shell-fish, fry, smaIl reptiles, insects, 
smaIl crustacea, and tender marine 'plants. In and near 
fresh waters they feed on fluviatile vegetables, such as the 
roots of Equisetums, and the seeds of some species of Poly
gonum. Their flesh, particularly that of the young, is gen
erally well flavored, though inferior to thu of several other 
kinds of Ducks. 

In Europe, they descend in their migrations to the south 
along the coasts of the ocean, as far as Italy, where they are 

Digitized by Google 



known by the name of Quattr' OceAi, or four eyes, &om 
the two round and white spots placed near the comers of 
the bill, which Ilt a distance give almost the appearance of 
two additional eyes. They likewise paaa into the central 
parts of the continent and visit the great lakes of Switzer
land. They are equally common, at the same season, in 
most parts of the United States, as far probably as the ex
tremityof the Union, and early in spring they are again 
seen in Missouri and on the wide bosom of the Mississippi, 
preparing to depart for their natal regions in the north. 
Though they fly with vigor, from the sbortnesa of their legs 
and the amplenesa of the webs of their feet, the Clangulaa 
walk badly and with pain; they advance only by jerks, 
and strike the ground 80 strongly with their broad feet, that 
each step produces a noise like the slapping of the handa ; 
the wings are also extended to retain an equilibrium, and 
if hurried, the awkward bird falls on its breast, and stretches 
its feet out behind. Born only for the water, the Golden 
Eye, except in the season of propagation, seldom quits it, 
but for to dry itself awhile in the air, and immediately after 
returns to its natural element. 

The Common Golden Eye, would appear from various authoriti81 
to vary from 19 to 22i incheB! With this larger size in themak, 
the wing is said to be 9 inches long: the bill above, about 16 inches, 
and the taDua enctly the lI&IIIe length. - The head and two inchea 
of the neck is brimant duck.green. Forehead and chin blackish
brown. The back, long acapulars, coverts bordering the wing, pri
raari8l, 4 outer secondaries, and the tertiaries, pitch-black. A round 
spot beneath the lores,lower part of the neck, shoulders, outer _po 
1dara. intermediate and greater coverts, 7 posterior llecondarie., and 
the whole under plumage pure white, el[cl'pt the deep black edglll 
of the long flank feathers, and the space round the thighs, which, with 
the tail, are broccoli-brown. Bill black, high at the bue, narrowed 
towards the point. Feet orange. lrids goldl'n-yellow. Head large; 
forehead high; occipital plumage lengthened. Wings acute, lli 
iDcbea shorter than the tail. 1st and 2d quills subequal and longest. 
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T_ 10lif. The f.-le _hies that of the following apecleIr, 
dilFering only in the form of the bill. In the yuung of tlae year the 
white space on the Bide of the bill begins to appear, and the feathen 
of the head are black without reftections. -In the mtJl~, the tTachea, 
about ita middle swell. out to" times ita common diameter; u..
Dciletl below this enlargement it enten the labyrinth, which i. aboot 
the Bille of a wahlut and of a structure almost too complicated for 
deacription; fur a figure of it see w. 7'rAll8&et. iv. pl. 15. fir. 1, 2. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOLDEN EYE. 

(Fuligula BarTl1l'ii. Clangvla Barromi, RIca. and SW.A.lIfS. North. 
Zool. ii. p. 466. plate. 70.) 

SP. Ca.A.lu.cT.-Head and upper part of the neck panlley.parpIe, 
with a large white crescent before each eye; the white lIJICCulwn 
.panted from the band on the covena by a black stripe. - Female, 
as in the preceding; but the bill, as in the male also, is shorter uu1 
narrower towards the point. 

THE habits of this species, so nearly related to the prece
ding, are said to be wholly similar. It has hitherto been 
found only in the valleys of the Rooky MQuntains. Besides 
the permanent difference in the bill, this species is further 
distinguished by the purer color of its dorsal plumage, and 
the smaller portion of white on its wing and scapulars. Its 
long flank feathers are also much more broadly bordered all 
round with black. 

Length of the speciea 221 inches; the wing 9, inchetl; the biB 
above,1 inch" lines; the tarsna 1 inch 7 Iinell ; the middle and outer 
toe each 2l inches long. - In the -ue, the head and two inchetl of 
the neck are bright pansey-purple, with a rreenish reflection OIl the 
ears. Forehead and chin brownish·black. Doraal plumage, wiDga, 
and broad tip. of the long flank feathen, mostly velvet-black. The 
crescenwhaped patch from the rictus to the Bides of the forehead, 
lower part of the neck, shoulden, tips of the outer scapuJara, loww 
row of lesser coverts, tipe of the greater coverta, 6 seCOllcl.ariea &Dd 
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the under plumage, pure white. Space round the thighs, the tail, 
and its lateral under coverts, broccoli-brown. Bill blackish. Legs 
orange; webs black. - The feathers of the forehead terminate 
on the bill in a semicircular outline. The plumage of the occiput 
and nape, longer than in the Common Golden Eye, and forming a 
more decided crest. Wings 2~ inches shorter than the tail. 

In the Jtmtole, the head and adjoining part of the neck arc umber
brown, and without any white mark. Dorsal plumage pitch-black; 
its anterior part, particularly the shoulders and the base of the neck 
all round, edged with ash-grey. A white collar round the middle of 
the neck . Flanks clove-brown, edged with white. Intt'fmediate 
coverts blotched with white and black; greater coverts white, tipped 
with black. Secondaries as in the male. Both mandibles orange at 
the point, their tips and posterior points black. Feet ns in the 
maJe. 

SPIRIT DUCK. 

(Fuligula alheoia, BOliA P. Synops. No. 343. Olangula alheola, RICIl. 
and SWAINS. North . Zool. ii. p. 45. .lIMs albeola, LINN. FORS

TER, Phil. Trans. Ixii. p. 416. No. 47. Spirit Duck, ( l l. alheola,) 
PENN. Arcl. Zoo1. ii. No. 487. Bulfel Duck, (Anas buccpluLla,) 
LIN. PENN. ii. No.4 9. BufiH-headed Duck, (Anas alheoia,) 
WILSON, viii. p.51. pI. 67. fig. 2. [male.] fig. 3. [female.] The 
little Black and White Duck, EUWARDS. pI. ~OO. [male.] Lepttit 
Canard a grosse itle, BCH. Oi9. ix. p. 240. PI Enlum. 948. 
C.ATESBY, i. p. 93. Pbil. Museum, No. 2130.) 

SP. CIlARACT.-SpE'culum and under wing coverts white; tail 
rounded, composed of 16 feathers. -.l(ale varied with black and 
white; head tumid, green and auricula-purple: a large white 
apace passing over the top of the head to each eye. Female sooty 
black, with a white spot on each side of thc head. 

Tms very elegant little Duck, 0 remarkable for its ex
pertness in diving and disappearing from the sight, is 
another of these specie, like the Golden Eye, to which the 
aborigines have giren the name of Spirit or Conjurer, from 
the impunity with which it usually e capes at the flash of 
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the gun or the twang of the bow. In the summer Be&80D it 
is seen abundantly on rivers and fresh-water lakes through
out the fur countries, where they breed, in June, and about 
Hudson's Bay are said to make their nests in hollow trees, 
in the woods contiguous to water, a provision of some 
importance, probably, from the impotent manner in which 
the birds of this section proceed on the ground. In autumn 
and winter they are seen almost in every part of the Union, 
sometimes frequenting the sea shores, but more particularly 
rivers and lakes. They are observed in Missouri, and on 
the Mississippi round Natchez. In February they were very 
abundant in the river Neuse in North Carolina, in the 
vicinity of Newbern, and dive very dexterously and perse
veringly in quest of their food, which is at that time prin. 
cipally fluviatile and submerged vegetables, particularly the 
sea-wrack j they also sometimes visit the bays and salt 
marshes in quest of the Laver or Ulva lactllca, as well as 
crustacea and small shell-fish. They are often exceedingly 
fat, and in Pennsylvania and New Jersey are commonly 
known by the ridiculous name of Butter-Box or Butter-Ball. 
Their flesh, however, like that of the preceding, is not in 
very high request for the table j but the females and young, 
which are almost the only kinds that visit this part of Mas
sachusetts in winter, are very tender and well flavored. 

In February, the males are already engaged in jealous 
contests for the selection of their mates, and they are then 
seen as em bled in small flock of both sexe. The drake 
is now heard to quak, and repeatedly move his head back
ward and forward in the frolicksome humor of our domes
tic Ducks j and about the middle of April or early in ~lay, 
they have all disappeared on their way to their natal region 
in the north. 

From their great propensity to diving, they are commonly 
known in the Carolinas by the name of Dippers j when 
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wounded or hit with shot, they will often dive or conceal 
themselves with such art, that they seem as though they 
had :voluntarily buried themselves in the water, and probably 
often remain wholly submerged to the bill, or disappear in 
the jaws of a pike. 

The length of the Spirit Duck is about 16 inches; the wing 6 
inches 8 lines; the bill above, 1 inch 1 line ; the tuaua 1 inch 4. 
lines. In the ffIIIle the forehead, region of the bill, nuchal crest, and 
npper sides of the neck are of a rich duck-green, blending with the 
resplendent auricula-purple of the top of the head and throat. The 
broad band from the eye to the top of the occipital crest, lower half 
of the neck, the ahoulden, exterior acapulal'll, intermediate and 
greater coverts, outer webs of 5 or 6 secondaries, flanks, and under 
plumage to the vent, pure white. Back, long scapulan, and terti .. 
ries, velvet-black: leaser coverts bordering the wing the AIDe, 
edged with white. Primaries and their coverts brownish-black. 
Tail coverts blackish-grey; tail broccoli-brown. Vent and under 
tail coverts greyish. Bill bluish-black. Legs yeUowiah. Nostrihl 
uearer the base of the bin than in the two preceding Clangula8, and 
the bill also smaller in proportion. Head large, with the upper part 
of the neck clothed in velvety plumage, rising into a ahort thick 
orell. Wings 26 inches shorter than the tail. 

The fefflllk smaller. Head and donal plumage dark blackish
brown. The fore part of the back, scapulan, and tertiaries, edged. 
with yellowiah-brown. Fore part of the neck, aides of the breast, 
tanka, and vent feathen, blackish-grey; breast and belly white, 
gJoaed with brownish-orange. The white band on the ean and 
occiput much narrower than in the male. Le_r coverts and scapu
Jar. blackish-brown. Bill and feet brownish. Length 141 inches 
- The yqung malu relll!lllble the females. Individuals vary much 
iu 1Iize. 
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(Fuligula Idstrionica, BO NAF. Synops. No. 345. Clangula histrio
nica, L EACH. RICR. and SWAINS. North . Zool. ii. p. 45!J. .111148 

/tistrionica, LINN. FORSTER. Phil. Trans. lxii. p. 41!J. No. 52. 
LATn. Ind. sp. 45, W,LSON, viii. p. 139. pI. 72. fig. 4. TEJon(. ii, 
p.878. Harlequin Duck, PE"N. Arct. Zool. ii. 0.400. Dusky 
a.nd Spotted Duck, EO"ARD . pI. \l!J. [female.] Painted Duck, and 
Mountain Duck, HUDSON'S BAV RESIDENTS. LfJ Canard a collier 
de Terre Xwve, BUFF. Ois. ix. p. 2i>O. lB. PI. Enlum. 7 '_ Phil, 
Museum, No ...... ) 

SP. CHARACT. - Speculum blue-black i space before the eye and 
auriculars, white; tail wedge-shaped consisting of 14 pointed 
feathers; bill narrow, not hooked at the extremity. - Male, bluish
plumbeous, varied with black and white; line over the eye and 
flanks rufous. FC1Iutle greyish-brown, below greyish-white, barred 
with dnll brown; auricular spot, and a small one near the front, 
white. 

THIS singularly marked and beautiful pecie is almost a 
constant resident of the hyper boreal regions of the northern 
hemisphere, from which it migrates but short di -lances 
towards more temperate latitude , and is as in Europe a rare 
and almost accidental visiter as far as the Middle States of 
the Union . It is however more frequent in Eastern Europe 
up to Greenland; and common from lake Baikal to Kam-
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tschatka. Now and then it is killed in Scotland and the 
Orkneys. Dr. Richardson found it to be a rare bird in the 
fur countries, haunting eddies under cascades, imd rapid 
streams, where it dwells and breeds apart from all other 
Ducks. In Kamtschatka it affects the same retired and 
remarkable romantic situations; like the alpine Cinclus, it 
seeks out the most rocky and agitated torrents, in such 
situations it has been seen in the rivulets of Hudson's Bay, 
as much as 90 miles inland from the sea; here it seeks 
out its appropriate fare of spawn, sheU-fish, and the larVal 
of aquatic or fluviatile insects. On the low bushy and 
shady banks of these streams it constructs its nest, which 
contains from 12 to 14 pure white eggs. On the margins of 
fresh-water ponds in Labrador Mr. Audubon also observed 
this species, and he remarks, that instead of rearing their 
young in the same siwations chosen for breeding, as with the 
Velvet and Surf Duck, it conducts its brood to the sea as soon 
as they are hatched. Its Bight is high and swift; and it swims 
and dives with the utmost dexterity. So great is its confidence 
in the security of its most natural element, that on the report 
of a gun over the water, it instantly quits its flight and dives 
at once with the celerity of thought.· It is said to be 
clamorous, and that its voice is a sort of whistle; the anatomy 
of the trachea is however, unknown, and it is not said 
whether this sibilation be really produced from the throat or 
the wings, as is the latter case in the Common Clangula 
or Golden Eye. Driven from their solitary resorts in the 
interior by the invasion of frost, they are now seen out at 
sea engaged in obtaining a different mode of subsistence. 
Amidst these icy barriers they still continue to endure the 
rigors of winter, continuaUy receding further' out to sea, or 
making limited and almost accidental visits to milder re-

-------~------------
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gions. When discovered, they display the utmost vigilance, 
and instantly take to wing. It is considered to be a game 
superior in flavor to the Common Wild Duek. From the 
singular and beautiful creseent-shaped lines and marks 
which ornament its neck and breast it has probably come 
by the dignified appellation of lord, among the fishers of 
Newfoundland. It is here too rare to have acquired any 
particular name. 

The Harlequin Buck ia about 20 inches in length j the wing 8 
inches; the bill above, 1 inch I line ; the tarsus 16 inchea. The gen
eral color of the male ia plumbeoUB inclining to bille. The head and 
neck black with a glOBl of violet. A large triangular space of white 
betwixt the base of the bill and the front of the eye connecting with 
a chestnut stripe descending to the occiput where it meeta aud in
cludea a stripe of black. An oval white spot near the ean. A lin
ear-oblong white patch of about 1, inches on the aides of the nape. 
A white ring round the base of the neck, broader anteriorly; alao a 
long curving white spot margined with blac' on either side from the 
ahoulders towards the front of the breast. Tertiaries and acapulara 
with a broad white space on their inner webs towards their tipe. 
The speculum black glOBBed with indigo. blue. BeJ&«It1 slate color 
tinged with chestnut. Flanks as far as the thighs bright cheBtnuL 
Rump and longish pointed tail, black. A small white lpot on tile 
.ides near the rump. Bill bluish.black, the tip orange-red. lrid. 
dusky. Legs and feet·blackish-brown. Wings 16 inches shorter 
than the tapering tail. The femtJ.le much smaller than the male. 

Subgenus. _. MACROPUS. 

The bill nearly as high as the head at the base, and narrowecl • 
towards the extremity. N06lriJ6 baaaJ. The head small. The body 
and feet robust. The tertiaries curving outwards, Tail wedge
shaped, composed of 12 feathers. Nearly allied to the aubgena. 
OJDBIUA, but without the frontal plates at the base of the bill. 
~ .. f J:.ry aingular Duck is confined to East Aaia and the western 

o . I\.merican continent, where it dwells in high latitu_ 
aud ne.ta m ta.~ inacceaaible cliftB contiguous to the eea cout. 
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WESTERN DUCK. 

(1'Idigula Stelltri, Doup. Bynops. No. 344. .Il1IIU Stelleri, PALL ..... 
Spieil. ZOO!. fase. v. p. 35, tab. 5. .//1IIU dispar, and .//. Stelleri, 
GllltL. Syst. LATH. Ind. iii. Western Duck, PU!I. Aret. Zoo!. ii. 
p. 2t:!9. No. 457. plate 211. BPARIlAlf, Mus. Carle. tab. 7. and 8. 
Steller', .//nd, Swenak, Zool. ii. fucic. ii. pI. 62.) 

Sr. CHARAcT.-Bpeculum metallic black, margined with white; 
bill blackish· green ; tail cuneiform. - Malt white; beneath rufous; 
fioont and band on the nape greenish; orbits, throat, collar, and 
back black. Female reddish.brown, varied with dusky and black. 

THIS beautiful and singular Duck was discovered by the 
learned voyager Steller, in flocks, inhabiting, during the 
breeding season, the inacce8Sible rocks on the coast of 
Kamtschatka. In these wild and desolate retreats, con
tiguous to the sea, they were found to have their nests, but 
were so exclusively maritime, as never to enter even the 
estuaries of the contiguous rivers. They are very common 
at. Oonalashka, and stray accidentally into northern and 
eastern Europe, and probably sometimes into Atlantic Ame
rica; but like the Eider, whose aspect and manners they 
so nearly possess, they seldom stray farther from their natal 
abodes than to the OpeD inlets and seas contiguous to their 
favorite haunts. A pair were shot in Oster Gothland, in 
Sweden, both of which were engraven by Doctor Sparman. 
They inhabit likewise the western-coast of America. 

The length of this species is about 17 inches. In the male there 
it! a small occipital crest. There are two spots of bright green, one 
upon the nape, and the other larger one passes along the lower part 
of the front and from the bill to the eyes. The eyes are surrounded 
with small silky black feathers. The fore part of the neck, throat 
and back, black, with violet reflections; a colJar round the neck of 
the same color but more brilliant. The breast slightly tinged with 
rufous; the rest of the body white. The primaries bright dark 
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brown; the aecondaries black, tipped with white; the tertiaries violet 
black externally, white internally, they are also pointed and curved 
outwards towards their extremities. Vent and tail black, the latter 
short and pointed. Bill black. Iris pale brown. The feet black.
Thefemale is ferruginous marked with dusky and black, with two 
white spots upon the wing coverts, the feathers of which are straight 
and blackish. This is the .Ilfl4llferrugimu. of LATIUIl. 

Subgenus. - HARELDA. (Genus of, Leach.) 

WITH the bill very short, and high at the base, the nail broad and 
arched; laminm distant, prominent, and cutting; the upper ones 
projecting below the margin of the mandible; the lower ones also 
considerable as the upper, and divided into two nearly equal rows. 
Nostrils large and oblong, almost basal. Front high; the neck rath
er thick. Tail very long and tapering composed of 14 feathers. 
Toes short. 

This is altogether a marine species, inhabiting the arctic regions 
of both continents. It is generally gregarious, feeds on marine pro
ductions, vegetable and animal, and is remarkable in winter for itl 
Doisy vociferation. The plumage varying in color with the seuon. 
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LONG-TAILED DUCK. 

(Fuligulo. glatialis, BONAP . Synops. No. 346. lIarelda gltuiali" 
LEACK. and RICH . and SWAINS. North. Zoot. ii. p. 460 A1lilI 
gracialis, LINN . LATII. Ind. ii. sp. 82. TE .... . ii. p. 800. WILSOlf, 

Yiii. p. !l3. pI. 70. fig . 1. and 2. [male and ft'male in winter dre88.] 
Long-tailed Duck, PE"". Arct Zool. ii. No. 501. lB. Brit. Zool. 
p. 156. t . Q. Cunard a long Queue, au Canard tie JlJiclon, BUFF. 

Ois. ix. p. 202. IBID. PI. Enlum. 1008. La Sarcelle de Ferroe. PI. 
Enlum. !In!l. Anus caudacula llarilda, RAY. Syn. p. 145, 14. [the 
young of the year] . Phil. Museum, No. 2810.) 

SP. CH.~RACT. - Speculum brown, nearly of the same color with 
the wing; a whitish space round the eye, tail long of 14 unequal 
pointed feathers . Male varied with black and white; middle tail 
feathers greatly elongated. Winter plumage, with the head, neck 
and scapulars white, the latter pearly. l'etnale dusky brown; throat 
and collar ash.grey; crown blackish : in winter beneath white. 

THIS elegant and noisy Duck, known 80 generally in the 
Southern States by the nickname of' South-Southerly,' 
from its Dote, and, in most other parts by the appellation of 
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'Old Squaws' or 'Old Wives,' is an Arctic inhabitant of both 
continents, and abounds in the glacial seas of America, 
where it is seen commonly associated with the Eider, Surf, 
Black and other Ducks of congenial habits, who invariably 
prefer the frail but, to them, productive dominion of the sea 
to the land or its more peaceful waters. So strong is the 
predilection of this species for its frigid n!ltal climes and 
their icy barriers, that it is seen to linger in the north as long 
as the existence of any open water can be ascertained; 
when the critical moment of departure, at length approach
es, common wants and general feeling begin so far to pre
vail as to unite the scattered families into numerous Bocks. 
They now proceed towards the south, and making a halt on 
the shores and inland lakes round Hudson's Bay, remain 
until again reluctantly driven towards milder climes 
They are the last birds of passage that take leave of the 
fur countries. Familiar with cold, and only driven to mi· 
grate for food , in the latter end of August, when already a 
thin crust of ice is seen forming in the night over the still 
surface of the Arctic Sea, the female Harelda is observed 
ingeniously breaking a way with her wings for the egress of 
her young brood. . 

According to the state of the weather we consequently 
observe the variable arrival of these birds. In October they 
generally pay us a visit, the old already clad in the more 
dazzling garb of winter. The young sometimes seek out 
the shelter of the fresh-water ponds, but the old keep out at 
sea. No place in the Union so abounds with these gabblera 
as the Bay of Chesapeake. They are lively, restless and 
gregarious in all their movements, and fly, dive and swim 
with unrivalled dexterity; and subsist chieBy upon small 
shell-fish, and marine plants, particularly the Zostera or 
Grass-Wrack. Late in the evening, or early in the morning, 
towards spring more particularly, vast flocks are seen in Ole 
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baye and sheltered inlets, and in calm and foggy weather 
we hear the loud and blended nasal call reiterated for hours 
from the motley multitude. There is something in the 
IOUnd like the honk of the goose, and, as far as words CaD 

express a subject so uncouth, it resembles the guttural 
syllables 'ogl~ ougl, egl~, and then 'ogh ogh ugl~ ouglt egh, 
given in a ludicrous drawling tone j but still with all the 
accompaniments of scene and season, this humble harbin
ger of spring, obeying the feelings of nature, and pouring 
forth his final ditty before his departure to the di tant north, 
conspire with the novelty of the call, to please rather than 
disgust those happ.!' few who may be willing' to find good in 
every thing.' This peculiar cry, is well known to the abo
riginal sons of the forest, and among the Crees the species 
is called 'Halt-luvway, so much like the syllables I have 
given above, that many might imagine my additions no more 
than a version of the same. But I may perhaps be allowed 
to say, that, the notes I had taken on the subject were 
made two years previous to the publication of Dr. Richard
son's Zoology, from whence I learn this coincidence of the 
name and sound as given by the aborigines of the north. 
This Duck is no less known to the Canadian voyagers, 
who have celebrated it in their simple effusions by the name 
of the "Caccawee," 

In the course of the winter the Long-Tailed Ducks wan
der out in the bays and inlets nearly if not quite, to the 
extremity of the United States coasts j and in the spring, 
voyaging along the unruffled bosom of the great 1t1issis
sippi, with the many thousands of other water fowls, which 
penetrate by this route into the interior, we also find among 
the crowding throng, some small flocks of the present 
species who proceed as far as the banks of the Missouri.-

• Mr. SI1Y. 
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In Spitzbergen, Iceland, and along the grassy shores of 
Hudson's Bay contiguous to the sea, they make their nests 
about the middle of June, lining the interior with the down 
&om their breasts, which is equally soft and elastic with that 
produced by the Eider. The eggs are about 5, of a pale 
greenish-grey, and with both ends rather obtuse, they are 
about 26 lines long and 18 wide.-

The&e birds abound in Greenland, Lapland, Russia and 
Kamtschatka, are seen about St. Petersburgh; and &om 
October to April many flocks pass the winter in the Ork
Deys. They are only accidental visiters on the great lakes 
in Germany and along the borders of. the Baltic; and 
are often seen, but never in flocks, upon the maritime coasts 
of Holland. The flesh of the old birds is but little esteem
ed, yet. that of the young is pretty good food. 

The Ipngth of this species, varying with the unequal length of the 
long tail feathers, is rated at from 22 to 26 inchps. One which I 
have just measured in winter plumage, gives 24 inches; the bill 
from above, 1 inch; the tarsus 1 inch 3 lines. The bill black, croued 
Dear the e:rtrt>mity by a broad band of dull orange. Irids dark red. 
Cheeks and frontlet, dull dusky drab (sometimes nearly altogether 
white,) the same color passing over the eye, and joining a large pateh 
of blackish-brown on the side of the neck; throat, and rest of the 
neck white. The crown tufted, and of a pale cream color (some
times wholly white.) Lower part of the nl'ck, brl'ast, back and 
wings, bl:l.ck. Scapulars and tertiaries, pale bluish or pearly whito, 
long, pointed, o.nd falling gracefully over the wings; the white of 
the neck descends an inch or two over the back: the white of the 
belly spreads over the sides, and nearly meets at the rump. Secon
daries bright brown forming a bar or imperfect ppeculum over the 
wing. Primaries, rump and tail coverts brownish·black. The" 
middle tail feathers black, the central pair 4 to I.i inches longer than 
the adjoining ones, the rest of the tail tinged internally with ash. 
Legs and feet, dusky grey. 

In the old Je'llllJ.k the tail is ahort, and ita feathers edged with 

• R1cbardIOD'. Nortb. Zoo1. II. po 460. 
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_bite, and the 2 oenb'al ones are not lengthened. A spot on the 
throat and the eye bands whitim-ash. Nape, the fore and lower 
part of the neck, vent and abdClmen, pure waite. Summit of the 
head and a large space on the aides of the neck blackish-uh. 
Breut varied _ith ash and brolFD. Feathers of the back, acaPWarB, 
and wing conn. black in the middle, bordered and tipt with ub,y
rufoua; the rest of the upper plumage sooty brown. The bluish of' 
the bill c~d by a yellowish band. Iria pale brown. Feet 1eM 
color. Length about17 inche8. - In 10iftUr the middle of the CfOlFD, 
and a spot on the side of the neek ia blackish; a narrow duaky line 
ruDII along the throat for 2 inches : the rest of the head, and upper 
half of the neck white, the lower half pale einereoua bay, blended 
with white. All the 1't'8t of the lower parts of the body, pure white. 
Back, aeapulara, and leeeer wing coverts, bright ferruginous, the 
feathers centred with black, and intersperaed with tints of whitish. 
Shou ldera of the winge and quills black; lower part of the back the 
_, tinged with brown. Tail pale brown ash; inner vane_ of all 
but the two middle feathers, white. Legs and feet dusky-elate. 

s.._ drU8 of 1M maU, with the whole upper plumage, the 2 
central pairs of tail feathers, and the under plumage to the fore part 
of the belly, brownish·black; the lener quills paler. A triangular 
patch of feathers between the shoulders and the _pulara broadly 
bordered with rufous. Sides of .the head from the bill to the ears 
uh-grey. Eye .tripe, and poeterior under plumage pure white. 
Flanks, sides of the rump, and lateral tail feathers, white, stained 
with brown. Axillaries and inner wing coverts clove-brown. Bill 
uin winter. 

In the trachea of the male, besides the labyrinth, there ill an ex
puaion immediately above it of about two diameters, this ill Sat
tened externally and covered with an oblong, thin membrane ; 
another lIimilar fenestrate appearance exiats on the external aide of 
&lie labyrinth. 

39 
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MERGANSERS. (MERous, Linn.) 

WITH the BILL long, or only of moderate dimenlions, straight, 
IOmewhat cylindric, broader than high at the hue, narrow, and IIOme
what compre8lled at the point; the edges serrated, and with the 
,ubulate and eharp teeth inclining backwards; the upper mandible 
hooked and furnished with a nail at the tip. NOSTRILS lateral, Dear 
the middle of the bill, very email and pervious. Tongue almost 
subulate, but thick, covered with recurved papilllll. FE&T placed 
far back, robuet, and turned outward; the tibia retracted into the 
abdomen; tareue much compreaeed, ehorter than the middle toe; 
webe full and entire; hind toe equal to a joint of the middle one, 
touching the ground only at tip, and furnished with a brosd memo 

o brane; naill hooked. Wing. moderate, acute; Ist and 2d prima
ries about equal and longeet. Tail short and rounded, cOlUliating of 
from 16 to 20 feathere. 

The j~ and young clliFer greatly in plumage from the adult 
male. They moult annually, the old male in the spring, the female 
and young in autumn. The plumage extremely thick and compact. 
The trachea of the male ill furniahed with two large expansions. 

The Mergansers have a great resemblance to the Ducb; they 
live equally in the water, 8wim deep and dive often and with great 
facility, proceeding with the velocity of a fi8h under water, and em· 
ploying their wings in this element u if in the air. They alllO l1y 
swiftly and for a considerable time together in removing from place 
to place, and in the execution of their protracted and distant migrt.
tionl. They dwell habitually in cold countries, where they pa. 
the period of reprodnction, and are only seen commonly in tempe
rate climate. at the approach of winter. The Mergamen are much 
more wild and untameable than Ducke, and l8em only capable of sab
llitting in jtll"A IIGnm8. They feed principally on fi.eh and amphibio .. 
reptiles. From the posterior position of their feet they are acarcely 
oapable of walking, tottering from aide to side with the utmost em· 
barTuament. They breed on the ground or in hollow treetI near 
fieahwaten, retiring for the purpose often far into the interior; the 
neat il lined with down, and the egga are nom 8 to 14. The male 
keeps nelir the neat while the female ia !litting; and the YOIll1l are 
conducted to the water u lOOn u they are hatched, but by the 
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Itmale puent only. The mll1e8 at this lleuon secede from their 
mates, who are alone lleen in company with, and act as the pro
tectors of their brood ; when pUl'llned they e-,e by swim. 
ming and diving, -and however driven, the mother in e-rery ez. 
tremity remains by her brood, long llJlable to fly, and refules to ••• 
herself by taking to wing. Their ftesh is generally tough and ill 
tasted. 

The genWl eonBists of but 5 species. AU the European, and one 
race peculiar lie found in North America, and there is another 
.,ecies on the Southern aide of the same continent. 

/" 
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(Merp merganser, LIN. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 828. sp. 1. WILSOlJ. 
viii. p.68. pl. 68. fig. 1. [male] and 2. [female.] BONAP. Synops. 
No. 347. TEMM. ii. p. 1. RICH. and SWAINS. ii. p. 461. 0009-
ander, or Merganser, PENN. Brit. Zool. p. 147. t. N. lam. Arct. 
Zool. 2. No. 465. u Harle, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 951. Mtrgusuutor, 
GMEL. LATn . Ind. ii . sp. 2. [female]. U Harleje1n,lle, BUFF. Ois. 
viii. p. 236. 10. PI. Enlum. 953. Dun.Diver, or Sparling Fowl, 
LATH. Syn. vi. p. 420, 421. A. [fe1nale.] Phil. Museum, No. 2932.) 

SP. eHARA-CT. - Speculum white, uninterrupted; bill and feet red; 
nosuils about the middle of the bill. -Male black, neck and 
beneath white; the head tufted, purplish.green. Female cinere
OU8, beneath white; head rufous, tufted. 

THE Goosander inhabits the remote northern regions of 
both continents, being seen during summer on the borders 
of grassy lakes and streams throughout the whole of the fur 
countries, and are among the latest of their tribe in autumn 
to seek an asylum in milder climates. They are said to 
breed 'in every latitude in the Russian empire, but mostly in 
the north. They are common also in Kamtschatka, and 
extend through northern Europe, to the wintry shores of 



GOMAn ... 

Iceland and Greenland. Many, however pUB the breeding 
IeUOD in the Orkneya, and these aearcely ever find any ne
ceeeity to migrate. They are seen in small families or c0m

panies of six or eight in the United States in winter, and 
&equent the sea shores, lakes and rivera, continually diving 
in quest of their food which consists principally of fish and 
ahelly mollusca. They are also very gluttonous and vora
cious, like the Albatross sometimes swallowing a fish too 
large to enter whole into the stomach, which therefore lodges 
in the CBsophagus till the lower part is digested before the 
remainder can follow. The roughne88 of the tongue, cov
ered with incurved projections, and the form of the bent 
serratures which edge the bill, appear all purposely contrived 
with reference to its piscatory habits. In the course of the 
season they migrate probably to the extremity of the Union, 
being seen in winter in the Missi88ippi and Missouri, tiom 
whence at the approach of spring they migrate north or into 
the interior to breed. 

The Goosander is seen to frequent the coast only in the 
depth of winter; and in its remole resorts in the north it 
fears the cold much le88 than the ice; as in that condition 
its supply of food is neee88arily cut off. According to Pen
nant, one was seen in Helsingeland in the month of Jan. 
uary, during a period of the most intense cold. It is said 
to lay 12 to 14 whitish eggs, almost equally pointed at both 
ends, nesting sometimes in hollow trees, on the ground, or 
in the shelter of graSB and bushes. The extent of the 
breeding range in this species, as among many other retir
ing birds, is yet far from being sufficiently ascertained. 
Early in the month of May (1832), while descending the 
Suaquehannab near to Dunnstown, a few miles below the 
gorge of the Alleghanys, through which that river meanders 
Dear the foot of the Bald Eagle Mountain, G. Lyman, Esq. 
end myself observed near the head of a little bushy island, 
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BOme Wild Duck, as we thought, with her brood making o£ 
round a point which closed the view. On rowing to the 
spot, the wily parent had still continued her retreat, and 
we gave chace to the party, which with all the exertioD8 
that could be made in rowing, still kept at a respectable 
distance before us. We now perceived that these diminu
tive possessors of their natal island were a female Goose
ander or Dun-Diver, with a small but active little brood of 8 
young ones. On pushing the chase for near half an hour, 
the young, becoming somewhat fatigued, drew around 
their natural protector who now and then bore them along 
crowding on her back. At length, stealing nearly from our 
sight, as the chase relaxed, the mother landed at a distance 
on the gravelly shore, which being nearly of her own grey 
color and tpat of her family, served for BOrne time, as a 
complete concealment. When we approached again,however, 
they took to the water, and after a second attempt, in which 
the young strove to escape by repeaied divings, we suc
ceeded in cutting off the retreat of one of the family, which 
was at length taken from behind a flat boat under which it 
had finally retreated to hide. We now examined the little 
stranger, and found it to be a young Merganser of this 
species, not bigger than the egg of a goose, and yet already 
a most elegant epitome of its female parent, generally grey, 
with the rufous head and neck, and the rudiments of a 
growing crest. After suffering itself to be examined with 
great calmness, and without any apparent fear, we restored it 
to its more natural element, and, at the first effort, this little 
diminutive of its species flew under the water like an arrow, 
and coming out to the surface only at .considerable distances, 
we soon lost sight of it, making good its aquatic retreat in 
quest of the parent. On inquiry, we learnt from the t .. em 
keeper, that, for several years past a nest or brood of theee 
birds had annually beeD seen Dear this solitary and aeclu-
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dedialand. In such situations, probably, eseaping the 
obeenanee of man, many of these birds spread through 
the country and breed, from PenDBylvania to the remotest 
parts of the Canadian fur countries. ' 

The male Gooaandl'r is about 31 inches in length j the female 25. 
In the male the bill above, is 2 inches' line. j the tanua 2 inchn. 
The males vazy 4 inches and more in length. In the old 'IIIIIle, the 
head and upper put of the neck is of a greenish.black with reflec
tions. Lower part (If the neck, breaat, vent, abdomen, wing coven. 
ud acapulara farthest from the body, pure white, but shadl'd elegant
ly with yellowish rose color upon the lower parts (which fadetI 
nearly away in dril'd specimens.) Top of the back and acapulara 
nearest the body deep black. Humeral wing coverts blackish; 
greater coverts fringed with black. Back and tail ash. Bill ver. 
milion red on the sides, but black above and below. Iris reddish. 
brown, sometimes red. Legs vermilion. • 

In the female the crest, mostly occipital, consists of long and .len· 
der feathen j the head and upper part of the neck rufous-brown. 
Throat white. Lower part of the neck, breast, flank!, and thighll, 
whitish·ash. Vent and abdomen yellowish·white; all the upper 
parts dark ash. Speculum white, without transverse bands. Bill 
dull red. Iria brown. Feet yellowish-red; the webs cinereoul 
red. 

The ymmg of tlu year scarcely di1fer from the female. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. 

(Mwgt18 serrator, Lnnf. GIIEL. JuT •• Ind. ii. sp. 4. W.L80 •• viii. 
p. 91. pI. 69. fip;.2. [male.] BOlur. Synops. No. 348. TUM. ii. 
p. 884. RICH. and SWAI1l8. North Zool. ii. p. 462. Red-Breasted 
Merganser, PUll. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 466. EDWARD8. Glean. t. 95. 
[male.] Le Harle Hupp~, BUFF. Pl. Enlum. 207. Phil. Muaeum, 
No. 2936.) 

8r. CHAlUCT. - Speculum white, crossed with black j Bill and feet 
orange j nostrils near the base of the bill j a long slender pendent 
crest. - Msl. black, neck and beneath white; head and orelt 
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parplilh~. "-" ci~, the bead rWou; the 8p8CahIIIl 
cro_d by aa uh~lored bud. 

TRls Merganeer is again another general inhabitant of 
the whole northern hemisphere, spreading itself in the so .... 
mer season' throughout the remote fur countries and western 
interior, from whence, at the approach and during the con
tinuance of winter, they migrat~ towards the sea coast in 
quest of open water and the necessary means of subsistence. 
The Red-Breasted Mergansers, equally common in Europe 
18 in North America, are seen as far as Iceland, breed in 
Greenland, and inhabit most parts of the Russian domin
ions, particularly the great rivers of Siberia, and the waters 
of lake Baikal. In the northern parts of Britain they pasa 
the period· of reproduction, as on Loch Mari in the county 
of Ross, and in the isle of IIay. In Sweden it is observed 
to arrive later than the preceding. As winter passengen 
they abound on the coasts of Holland, and sometimes visit 
the marshes of the interior. On the borders of the Med
iterranean they also migrate as far as Venice, but are rare 
in France. They arrive about Hudson's Bay in June, as 
soon as the ice breaks up, and make their nests immedi
ately after, of withered grasa, and a lining of down or feath
ers from their breasts: the eggs are generally 8 in number, 
sometimes as many as 13, of a bluish-white and about the 
size of those of a common Duck. The young are at tirst of 
a dirty brown, like young goslings. . 

The breeding range of this species is nO less extensive 
tban the preceding. According to Audubon, they nest in 
rank weeds on the borders of lakes, in Maine and other 
parts of the Union; and Mr. Say obse"ed them on Lake 
Michigan in 42°, on the 7th of June, assembled there nO 
doubt to pass the summer. 

This species like the rest of the family dives well, and 
dexterously eludes the sportsman when wounded, moriDg 
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about often in the greatest silence, with its bill only elevated 
above the water for respiration. In the winter, while here, 
they frequent the bays and estuaries as well as fresh waters, 
and feed as usual on fry and shell-fish. 

The length of the Red·Breasted Merganaer appean to 'fV1 
ftoom 21 to !lSi inches in the male; the female is more than 4 inch .. 
shorter. The bill above, in the male is 2 inches 4, lines; in the 
female 2 inches. Tanus 1 inch 10 lines; in the female 1 inch" 
linea. In the mall! the head is furnished with a long crest of slender 
'.then, which together with a part of the neck is black, gloued 
with green; the neck below, pure white, ending in a broad space ot 
brown approaching to bWf spotted with black, which extends over 
the lower part of the neck and sides of the breast. Shoulders, back 
and tertiaries, deep velvety black, the first marked with a number of 
roundish white apotll. Bcapulan white. Wing coverts mostly 
1rhite, cro8lled by two narrow band. of black. Primaries black; 
lecondaries white; several of the latter edged with black. Lower 
part of the back, rump, and tail covertll, grey speckled with black. 
Sides under the wings waved with black. Belly and vent white. 
Tail dusky ash. Legs and feet brownisb-orange. Bill orange OD 

the sides and beneath; dark above. lrids red. 

The femall! is under two feet long, similar with that of the pre
eettiDg species, but dilFering in the form of the line of junction of 
&lie plumage of the forehead with the bill, and in the black bar CfQ8l. 
iDg the speculum on the bases of the secondaries and utreme tips of 
the greater coverts. It is also several inches smaller. 

HOODED MERGANSER. 

(Merlflll cucullatus, Lllfll. LATH. Ind.Orn. p. 830. ap. 5. WILIO •• 
viii.. p. 79. pl. 69. fig. 1. [male.] BOllAP. Syn. No. 349. RICH. 
and SWAIIU. North. Zool. ii. p.463. Hooded Merganaer, PElf •• 
Arct. Zool. ii. No. 467. The Round·created Duck, EDWARD •• pl. 
160. CUESIIT. 1. pl. 94. HarlllcottroftM, BUFF. Pl. Enlum. 985. 
[male.] and 986. [female.] Phil. Museum, No. 2930. [male.] and 
filii. [female.]) 
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WBB-POOTBD BIUS. 

Sr. CRA~CT. - Speculum white, croued with black; bill blackim
orange; feet ftesh-color, a large circular creat. - Male black, 
beneath white; crest black, white on each aide. Female 
BOOty-brown, beneath whitej crest ashy-ferruginous. without the 
white. 

THIS elegant species is peculiar to North America, and 
inhabits the interior and northern parts of the fur countries 
to their utmost limits. It is also among the latest of the 
ANATID& to quit those cold and desolate regions. It 
makes a nest of withered grass and feather!.' in retired and 
unfrequented places, by the grassy borders of rivers and 
lakes. According to Audubon, it also breeds around the 
lagoons of the Ohio, and on the great North-Western Lakes 
of the interior. On the River St. Peters, in the 45th par
allel, Mr. Say observed them on the 18th of July, no doubt 
in the same place where they had passed the rest of the 
summer. At Hudson's Bay, where they arrive about the 
end of May, they are said to nest close to the borders' of 
lakes and lay 6 white eggs. The young are at first yellow
ish and begin to fly in July. The Hairy Head, as this 
species is sometimes called, is rarely soon but in fresh waters 
and lakes, approaching the sea only in winter, when ita 
favorite haunts are blocked up with ice. It delights in the 
woody interior, and traces its way up still creeks, and some
times visits the mill ponds, perpetually diving for small fish 
and insects in the manner of the Red-Breasted Merganser. 
In the course of the winter they migrate as far south as 
Mexico, are very common throughout the whole winter 
in the Mississippi, imd are rendered very conspicuous by the 
high circular and p articolored crest which so gracefully 
croWDS the top of the head. 

The length of the male varies it appears, from 18 to 20 inchn. 
The length of the bill above in the lIIJIle leX i8 1 inch 8 Jine.; the 
tarsus 1 inch 3 line.. The top of the head, dorasl p11lJDaf1', Dppel' 
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SMEW, OR WRITE NUN. 

I_r wing coven., quill. and tail, blackim·broWII. Side. of the 
bead, Deck, ban OD the .houlders, _pulars, tertiaries, and hue. of 
the secondaries and greater coverts, greenish.black. Broad bar &om 
behind the eye through the middle of the crest, alternate bars OD the 
ahoulder, tips of the greater coverts, exterior borders of the teCOD. 
dariea, central stripes on the tertiaries, and under plumage, white. 
nanka finely undulated with yellowish.brown and black. Crest OD 
the CroWD and nape long. Wings ~ inches shorter than the tail. 
Bill blackish·red. Tail pointed, consisting of 20 feathers. Lega and 
feet flesh colored, the claws large and stout. The trachea is fur· 
nished with a small labyrinth. 

In the young the upper plumage is browner; and the white spec. 
1I1um and Itripes on the tertiaries leu perfect than in the adult. No 
black and white ban on the shoulder, nor white band behind the eye. 
The head, neck, and upper parts of the breast, soiled pale brown, 
with white edgings on the breast. Chin whitish. Bill black, oranga 
beneath. The crest lcarcely visible. 

THE SMEW, OR WHITE NUN. 

(Mergw al6eUus, LuclI. LATH. Ind. 2. sp.6. WILSOII, viii. p.Iiff. 
pl. 71. Jig. 4. [male.] BOIlAP. Synop •. No. 850. TEIIII. Man. 
d'Om. ii. p. 887. The Smew, PEIfIf. Aret. ZooJ. ii. p.26l. No. 
468. lA Petit Harle H~, on LA Piette, BUFF. Ois. viii. p.275. 
lB. PI. Enlum. 449. lB. LA PiettefemeUe, Pl. Enlum.450. Mergu 
wUllutus, LIIfIf. Faun. Suec. No. 138. [female]. LATH. Ind. &p. 7. 
M. cuiGtiau, S. G. GMEL. Rei •. ii. p. 188. t. 20. [ibid.] N • • td. 
latu, BRUIIII. Om. Boreal. No. 98. N. palPlOl&ii:tu, SCOPOLI. 
Ann. 1. No. 92. Phil. Museum, No. 2944. [an E.,.op_ apt. 
cimen !]) 

SP. CHAItACT. - Speeulum black, croaaed with white: bill and feet 
blni.h.-Male white; varied with black; the CroWD white. 
FIIIIIIle cinereoUl, beneath white; crown reddish·brown. 

As a native of America this appears to be a very doubt
ful species. Pennant gives it on the authority of a specimea 
lent to Mrs. IDackbum (of Orford in Lancashire) from 
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New York. It is unnoticed by Vieillot, is very rare in the 
Middle States to the Prince of Mussignano, as it was to 
Wilson on the shores of New Jersey: but the latter adds, 
probably on mere report, that it was more common on the 
coast of New England and in some of the lakes in the state 
of New York; but in all our researches we have never met 
with it or heard of it either in Maine or Massachusetts. It 
was never met with by Richardson or the other naturalists ill 
the fur countries or in. Arctic America; and was not found 
in Labrador by the indefatigable Audubon; from all which 
we are sufficiently led to conclude, that the Smew is ill 
America little more than a straggler. Yet in Europe it ex
tends its summer migrations as far as Iceland; and in the 
Russian empire frequents the same districts as the Goose
ander, and migrates with them and several kinds of ducks 
up the Wolga as early as February. In winter it is much 
more common in Britian than any of the other Mergansers. 
It is also common in Germany, Holland, France, and de
scends as low as Carniola, Italy and Tin08 in the Archipe
lago in the course of the winter. The females and young 
which visit the lakes of Switzerland, are called Ice Ducks, 
as they do not appear there until the hard frosts commence. 
They are active divers, and feed on the same prey as the 
preceding species. They nest in the arctic regions, on the 
borders of lakes and rivers, laying from 8 to 12 whitish 
eggs. 

The Bmew is about 17 inchea in length. In the male there i. a 
large patch of greenish-black on either aide of the bill; a limilar, 
bat longitudinal one upon the occiput. A tufted creat. The neck, 
lC&pulan, leaaer wing coveN, and all the lower parte, pure white. 
Top of the back, the two creacenta advancing upon the Bide. of tile 
breut, and the borders of the ecapulan, deep black. Tail cinereou. 
Flanb and thighs varied with cinereou zig-zag linea. Bill, t.a1'IIu 
IDd toe. blui.h ... h; the webs black. lril brown. 

In theJ...u the lummit of the head, cheeb and occiput are at 
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a rufoll8-brown. The throat, upper part of' the neck, vent and abdo
men white. Lower part of the neck, breut, Sanks, and rump pUl 
ash. Upper parts and tail very dark ash. Winp varied with white, 
cinereous, aDd black. Length &boat 16 inches. 

The young 01 tl&efirst ytflT resembles the female. The males lit 
the eompletima 01 OM yeaT are distinguished by the small blackis;\ 
feathers which form a large patch at the )lides of the bill; by 80m·' 
whitish and wnite feathers sprinkled upon the head and occiput. 
The upper part of the back is alaJO varied with black and ash colored 
feathers j_ and there are indices of the 2 black crescents upon th·, 
lides of the breast. 

PELICANS. (PELECANUI!l, Lin".) 

b these large and remarkable birds the BILL is very long, broa,l, 
straight and much depressed; the upper mandible flattened, seameu 
on each side, the ridge distinct, ending in a compressed and stron;rly 
hooked nail; the lower mandible broader, formed of two branches, 
uniting at the extremity, and supporting a naked membrane distend
inginto a large pouch. NOSTRILS in the furrow, basal, linear, scarccly 
distinguishable. Tongue very small and obtuse. Face and cheeks 
naked. The FEET nearly central, short and robust: tibia naked 
below; the whole 4 toes connected by a membrane, S forward, the 
hind toe shortest; webs broad, full and entire. The nail of the mid-

. die toe entire or pectinated on its edge. Wtngs moderate, ample; 
the 2d primary longest; secondaries extending to the primaries. 
Tail rounded, of 20 feathers. 

The female similar to the male in plumage j the young differing 
much from the adult for a long period. The moult is annllal. The 
general color of these very large birds is white or cinereous. 

The Pelicans live indifferently upon rivers, lakes, or on the sell 
coasts, continuing their flight often for a long period, and occasion
ally rising in the atmosphere to great elevations; they usually, hOl"
ever, fly low and heuvily, in a waving and almost serpentine course. 
They swim well; and though they can perch on trees with a firm hold, 
they generally prefer the bosom of the water or the bare ground. 
Sometimes when arouaed by the calla of hunger they skim the surfilce 
oCthe water, or balancing themselves in the air at a moderate elevation, 
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with a loud pluh, POUC8 headloDg OIl their ptfIy. III the II1OI'Diug 
aDd enning the.e amaII -wed loeb are Been th ... enppd ia 
fiIbinr util their pouch and _phapa • lu.fIiciently goqed, they 
then retire to rooa, bare lhoala,OI' dOle on the water wJaile ~ 
their gluttonoUi meal. At thil time, aware of theirQnheeilityt .... 
the diliculty with which they riae when p1Ull!8d,: ..,. ~ 
.Ieet the DlOIt 101iW'y or inlulated rebeaU. TheY·~I.1 
VOncioUl; the very emblem of gluttony, and their VOlfe • a mere 
h_, hoUow and indiatinct lOud, aometimee bonieriDg on a grut. 
They are lllid occuiOllally to embit lOme IdcI.reaI in the capture of 
their prey, the whole company uiting and encircling a piece of 
water, beat with their wiagI near the lur&ce, until the confued and 
crowding fiIh of the .hoal come more conveniently within their 
grup. They breed on rooka near the Wlter, genet'ally choo.iDg 
pllcM of the moat difficult acce. and lay from 2 to " ena. 

The Peli_ are apreaAl over all the warm, temperate, and almOllt 
fiigid climate. of the globe; and one of the apeciea may be coDlid
ered u a cOllmopolite. The lpeciea are about five. 
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PELICAN. 

(PelU4ftlU onocrOtilllU, LINN . LATH. Ind. ii. p. 882. BONAP. By. 
nops. No. 351. RICH. and Bw AINS. North. Zool. ii. p. 472. T •••• 
Man . d'Orn. ii. p. 891. Great Pelican, P.N •. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 
306. No. 305. EDWARDS, Glean. pI. 92. 1A P~lial", Bon. Oia. 
Yiii. p. 282. t. 25. IBID. PI. Enlum. 87. [&dull] 1A P~ZU- du 
Pililippinu, BUFF. Pl. Enlum. 963. [young.] PelU4n1UjruClU, and 
P. maflilleMi.r, GKEL. and LATH. also the young. Phil. MUlleum, 
No .. ... ) 

81'. CRARACT . - Middle nail entire; primaries black; the first much 
longer than the fifth. -.adult white, tinged with roee color; a 
lllender nuchal crest. YOIIIV whimh.grey; t.ck and wiDgII dark 
uh color. 

THE Pelican, the largest of web-footed water fowl, known 
from the earliest times, has long held a fabulous celebrity 
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for a maternal tenderne88 that went· 80 far as to give DOOf-

. ishment to its brood at the expense of its own blood. Ita 
industry and success as a fisher, at this time, allows of a 
more natural and grateful aliment for its young, and pre88ing 
the wen stored pouch to its breast, it regurgitates the COIl

tents before them, without staining its immaculate robe with 
a wound. 

If indeed, authors do not include more thau a single spe
cies in the P. onocrotalus, no bird wanders 80 widely or 
inhabits such a diversity of climates as the Common Pelican. 
In the cooler parts of Europe it is however seldom seen, 
being observed in France, England, and Switzerland, only 
as a very raJe straggler. It is likewise uncommon in the 
north of Germany, though great numbers occur on the 
banks of the Danube. This resort aud that of the Stry
mon, also famous for its Swans, is noticed by Aristotle. 
They are found in RM Russia, Lithuania, Volhinia, Podo
lia and Pokutia, but aJe unknown in the northern parts of 
the Museovian empire, being seldom met with as far as the 
Siberian lakes, yet are observed about that of Baikal. In 
the old world the Pelicans seem to affect more the warm 
than cold climates. Along the Mediterranean, we find 
them in the island of l\lajorca, the lakes of Mantua and 
Orbiteno. In the time of Martial they were common in the 
territory of Ravenna; and exist in Asia Minor, in Greece, 
and on the Propontis, and the Black and Caspian seas. Be
Ion observed them at sea, on their passage between Rhodes 
aud Alexandria; and he afterwards saw them in flight OD 

the confines of Arabia and Palestine. The lakes of Judea 
and of Egypt, the banks of the Nile in winter, and those of the 
Btrymon in summer, seen from the heights, appear whitened 
by flocks of Pelicans. They are likewise common in Atti
ca, on the Senegal and the Gambia, as well as at Loanga, 
and on the coasts of Angola, Sierra Leone, IlQd Guinea. 
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They occur at lIadagucar, at Siam, in China, the isle or 
Bunda, and at the Phillippines, especially in the fisheries of 
the great lake of Manilla. They are sometimes met with 
at sea, and have been seen in the remote islands or the In
dian Ocean. Captain Cook observed them likewise in New 
Holland. 

In America PeJicana are found in the North Pacific, 
on the coast of California and New Albion; and nom the 
Antilles and Terra Firma, the isthmus of Panama and the 
bay of Campeachy, as far as Louisiana, and Misaouri. 
They are very rarely seen along the coast of the Atlantic, 
but stragglers have been killed in the Delaware, and they 
are known to breed in Florida. In all the fur countries they 
are met with up to the 6Ist parallel of northern latitude. 
Indeed, in these remote and desolate regions they are nu
merous, but seem to have no predilection for the sea coast, 
seldom coming within two hundred miles of Hudson's Bay. 
They there, according to Richardson, deposit their eggs 
usually on small rocky islands, on the banks of cascades 
where they can scarcely be approached, but still are by no 
means shy. They live together generally in flocks of from 
6 to 14, and fly low and heavily, sometimes abreast, at 
others in an oblique line; and they are often seen to pass 
close over a building, or within a few yards of a party of 
men, without exhibiting any signs of fear. For the purpose 
of surprising their p~ey, they haunt eddies near water-falls, 
and devour great quantities of carp and other fish. They 
can only swallow apparently, when opening the mouth side
ways and somewhat upwards like the Shark. When gorged 
with food, they doze on the water, or on some sand shoal 
projecting into or surrounded by it, where they remain 
a great part of their time in gluttonous inactivity digesting 
their overgorged meal. At such times they may be easily 
captured, as they have then great difficulty in starting 
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to flight, particularly when the pouch is loaded with fish. 
Though they can probably perch on treel!l, which I hal'e never 
Been them attempt, they are generally on the wing, on the 
ground, or in their favorite element. 

In the old continent, the Pelican is said to nest on the 
ground in an excavation near to the water, laying 2 or 3, 
and rarely 4 eggs, which are pure white, and of nearly 
equal thickness at both ends. Their nesting in del!lerts re
IIlote from water, and the story of the parents bringing 
water for their young in the pouch, in such quantities as to 
afford drink for camels and wild beasts, appears only one of 
thOl!le extravagant fictions, or tales of travellers invented to 
gratify the love of the marvellous. Yet so general is the 
belief in the truth of this improbable relation that the Egyp
tians style it the Camel of the river, and the Persians, Ta
cab, or the Water-Carrier. The pouch of the Pelican is 
however very capacious, and besides drowning all attempts 
at distinct voice, it gives a most uncouth, unwieldy, and 
grotesque figure to the bird with which it is associated. 
The French very justly nickname them Grand-gosiers, or 
Great-throats; and as this monstrous enlargement of the 
gullet is capable of holding a dozen quarts of water, an 
idea may be formed of the quantity of fish it can scoop, 
when le\ loo!!e among a shoal of pilchards or other fish, 
which they pursue in the courBe of their migrations. 

The Pelican appears to attain to a great age: According 
to Culmann, in Gesner, a tame one in possession of the em
peror Maximillian, which is said to have followed him with 
the army, lived to the age of fourscore. 

It is remarkable, that while the Pelican of the Atlantic 
and the PacifiG, habitually frequents the ocean, that which 
80 generally inhabits North America, is rarely seen on the 
Bea coast, and then only as a straggler, seeking, even at 
lIuch times, the protection of bays and rivers. Its habits 
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ue also easentially different. It never boldly IJ08J'8 aloft, 
nor seeks its prey at BeL The oceanic species is likewise 
seen in troops, sometimes following a retreating shoal of 
fish, and circumventing their escape by enclosing them as in 
a ring j at other times, soaring over their prey, they drop 
down like a plummet, and plunging headlong, cause the 
foaming sea to fly up for eight or ten feet by the rebound. 
These and other actions foreign to our bird, would seem to 
indicate an original difference of race. Yet again, we find 
them on the old continent principally upon large rivers and 
residents on lakes. 

The flesh of the Pelican, as Buft"on remarks, needed not 
to have been forbidden among the Jews as unclean, for it 
condemns' itself by its bad taste, its marshy scent, and ita 
oily fat, though some navigators have eaten of it, who say 
that it is better than either that of the Boobies or Man-of,. 
War Birds. 

The length ot' the Pelican is about 6 feet. The general color ill 
white, tinged with peach.bl088om red; the breast yellowish; bastard 
wing and quillil black. Bill bluish, the margins and nail reddillh. 
Naked skin round the eye, base of the upper mandible, and the feet 
flesh colored; the pouch yellow. The hind head is crested. Neck 
covered with down. 

NOTE. Some specimens, apparently in mature plumage, have the 
bill quite even above; but individuals have a long thin bony pro
cess, about two inches high, springing from the ridge of the upper man
dible. It docs not appear that these excrescences ever exist in the 
bills of the Pelican of the Old Continent. In the transatlantic bird 
there is also sometimes a .tain of pale green on the breast, aimilar to 
the coloring on the head of the Eider Duck. 
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BROWN PELICAN. 

(Peleeaau ftur:u, Lllflf. BOlfAP. 8ynope. No. 352. VllIlLL. Gal. 
dell Oiaeaux, pl. 276. Dusky Pelican, PElflf. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 
606. Pelican 6TUA tl'J1merilpu, BUFr. Oia. viii. p. 306. PI. Enlwn. 
957. P. caroliMnail, LATH. PElfIf. No. 507. P. traclayrlayracu, 
and P. eryt!ar""layractn, of authors. Phil. MUlleum, No .••••• ) 

8r. CUARAcT.-Middle nail aerrated internally; primaries black, 
the shafts white; the lit quill equal to the 5th. -Ildlllt blackish. 
ub, back and wings hoary ; crown yellowish; neck deep cIJa&. 
nut, margined each aide with white. YDIIIIg wholly browniah. 

THB Brown Peliean inhabits exelusively the sea eoast of 
the warmer parts of Ameriea, being abundant in the West 
Indiea, particularly in Jamaiea, Barbadoes, &c. It is also 
seen in Mexico, the Bay of Campeaehy, and as low as Car
thagena and Cayenne. They are likewise common in 
the Southern States, abounding in the bay of Charleston 
where they are seen aetively engaged in pursuit of their 
prey. They likewise bmed and inhabit in the peninsula of 
East Florida, and occasionally wander up the Mississippi as 
far as the river Missouri. They are, like the preceding 
species, very gluttonous and voracious. After gorging them
selves, they retire to the rocks or islets, and during the pro
cess of digesting their enormous meal, remain dozing and in
active for hours together, with the bill resting on the breast, at 
which times, in South America, it is no uncommon thing for 
the natives to steal upon them unawares, and seize tbem by 
the neck without their making any defence or resistance. 
Yet, like some other gregarious birds, they are said to show a 
great affection for the wounded of their own speeies to whom 
they will carry a supply of food. Father Raymond relates, 
that he had seen one of these Pelicans so weU tamed and taught 
among the aborigines, tbat it would go 08" in the morning, 
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ud return before night to its muter with its pouch distended 
with fish, a great part of which the savages made it disgorge, 
leaving it in possession of the remainder as a reward for its 
I'Je1'viee. 

Length nearly 4 feet. The young bird haa the bill red, with a 
black nail. NakeD space between the bill and eyes red. The head 
motUed with ash color and white; the nape slightly crested. The 
hind part of the neck covered with soft ash-colored feathers. Back, 
acapulars, primaries, and wiug coverts dusky, edged with dull white. 
Tail deep ash. Legs dusky-green. 

CORMORANTS. (PHALACROCORAX, Briss.) 

IN these birds, closely allied to the Pelicans, the BILL ill of moderate 
dimensions, straight, and compressed; the upper m3.Ddible seamed 
and rounded above, with the ridge distinct, unguiculated and hooked 
at the point. the lower somewhat shorter, furnished at base with a 
lIDlall naked membrane produced on the throat. NOSTRILS in the 
furrows, basal, linear, scarcely vi.ible. Tongws very ahort, and ob
tUle, carinatl>d above. Hind head very protuberant; the face and 
email pouch naked. Feel short and robust: tibia much drawn up 
into the belly, wholly feathered, tarsus carinated before and behind; 
the whole" toea connected by a membrane; webs broad and full; 
hind toe half &8 10Dg &8 the middle one; middle nail serrated on the 
inner edge. Wing. moderate, 2d and 3d primariell longest. Tail 
rounded, of 12 or 14 rigid feathers. 

The sexes alike in their plumage. The young differing greatly 
from the adult. They moult twice in the year, acquiring additional 
ornamenta in the spring. The plumage thick and close i its colon 
black. 

The Cormorants uaociate in families, near water, and swim with 
dexterity, with the body deeply immersed, sometimes with the head 
only exposed i they dive after their prey with expanded wings, ad
vancing with great velocity, and remaining long submerged i they 
aleo fly well and with rapidity, and are seen perching on branches, or 
litting for hours on high and bare rooks, with their wings outspread, 
II if basking in the air. They walk awkwardly and in an erect 
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pc!IItllN .... their rigid. tail u, aJl .. ,ta' ...... ~~ 
The Cormorants teed IIImoat eactllllively OIl 8ah j fttirIDg 6om'the 
water with the prey in their bill, and in order to nallow it bead 
foremoBt, throw it up into the air, and catch it as it cte.oead.. 'They 
build in high treeB or in hollow and shelving roob, as weD as OIl 
the ground among reeds: the neBt is oonstruotecl with little III'l and 
of coarae malPrialB; the eggs are 8 or " and wllilillL The,.," 
IOmetimel b£.'en trained to fish for man. 

The llpecieB are rather numerous and spread OTer the whole wodL 
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(Phalacrocorax carbo, D UMO NT. BONAP . Synops. No. 353. Carbo 
cOT1norauuI, MEYER. TE~nt. Man. d 'Orn. ii. p. 894. Pelecan'U8 
carbo, LI NN . GMEL. LATH . Ind. ii. sp. 14. L e Cor1ltoran, BUFF. 
Ois. viii . p. 310. t. 26. IB . PI. Enlum. 927. [summer dress.] The' 
Cormorant, PENN . Brit. Zool. p. 159. t . L. 1. [the young of a year 
old.] IBm. Arc!. Zool. ii . p. 509. Phil. Museum, No . . .. ) 

Sp. CHARACT. - Bill 4 inches long; tail moderate, rounded, consist· 
ing of 14 feathers . - .lJdult glossy black; a white collar on the 
throat. In summer a golden-green crest; head, neck, and thigh$ 
with long, slender, silky, white feathers. Young blackish; be' 
neath mixed with whitish. 
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THE Cormorant, Phalacrocorax, or Bald Raven of the 
Greeks, like the Pelican, to which it is nearly related, is also 
a general inhabitant of nearly every maritime part of the 
world, and even extends its residence into the inclement 
regions of Greenland, where by following the openings or 
the great icy barriers of that dreary region they find means 
to subsist and to fish throughout the year. To the natives 
of this frigid climate they also prove of singular service, 
their tough skin is used by them as garments, the pouch is 
employed as a bladder to float their fishing tackle, and the 
flesh though coarse is still acceptable to those who can 
regale upon seals, and whale's blubber. 

This uncouth and gluttonous bird is plentiful on the rocky 
shores of Great Britain, Holland, France and Germany. 
On the shores of the Caspian they are sometimes seen in 
vast flocks, and are frequent on lake Baikal. They inhabit 
China, the coast of the Cape of Good Hope, and are com
mon in the Phillippine islands, New Holland, New Zealand, 
and other neighboring regions. At Nootka Sound, and in 
Kamtschatka they have been observed by various navigators ; 
and are found in North America, from Hudson's Bay and 
Labrador, to the coasts of Carolina and Georgia. They 
are not however common in the central parts of the United 
States, though they penetrate into the interior as far as the 
Missouri river.- They breed, and are seen in the vicinity 
of Boston on bare and rocky islands, nearly throughout the 
Jear, and in all places appear shy, retiring and sedentary. 
enduring the most severe weather with impunity, and only 
removing seawards or south in the depth of winter for the 
purpose of acquiring food. Mr. Audubon found them breed
ing on the ledges of almost inaccessible rocks at Grand 
Manan isle, in the Bay of Fundy. Their eggs are 3 to 6, 

• Mr. Say. 

Digitized by Google 



,OOJUlORAlIIT. 481 

white, fOIIIbened wi&b a calcareous incnlltation, and small 
tor the size of. the bird. They appear very wary ancI 
shy, and fee4-tbeir young with great assiduity, whose ,oice 
6t tlti& time ~s the hissing of makes. 

The CormOrUltl is·a very dexterous and voracious fisher, 
committing greatbavoe when it visits pools and lakes; but 
it almost constantly resides on the sea shores, and is seldolll 
aeen inland. Swimming beneath the water with the veJo
eityof a dart in the air, and remaining a long time sn~ 
merged, its prey scarcely e,er escapes, and it almost always 
riaes with a fish in its bill, to swallow which it employs the 
expedient of tossing it into the air, and dexterously catches 
the head in its descent, 80 that the fins lie ftat, and thus 
favor the passage down the throat; the small pouch at 
the same time stretches so as to admit the whole body of 
the fish, which is often very large in proportion to the neck, 
and it there remains undergoing a preparatory digestion 
previous to its passage into the lower part of the stomach. 

In some countries, as in China, and formerly in England, 
the dexterity of the Cormorant in fishing was turned to 
profit; for, by buckling a ring about the lower part of the 
neck, to prevent deglutition, and accustoming it to return 
with its acquisitions in the bill to its master, it was made an 
useful and domestic fisher. On the rivers of China, Cor
morants, thus fixed, are perched on the prows of boats, and 
at a signal made by striking the water with an oar, they 
instantly plunge, and soon emerge with a fish, which is 
taken from them; and this toil continued till its master is 
satisfied, he looses the collar, and finishes the task by allow
ing it to fish for itself. But it is only hunger which gives ac
tivity to the Cormorant j when glutted with its meal, which 
is soon acquired, it relaxes into its native indolence, and 
dozes away the greatest part of its time in gluttonous ine
briety, perched in solitude on naked and insulated or inae-

41 
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cessible rooks to which it prudently retires for greater safety 
tiom the intrusion of enemies. '. 

In Europe, where they are alike ee!\entary !lDd averse to 

migration, they are known to breed from the coasts of Bol
land to the shores of Greenland, and they are equally resi
dents in America nearly to the extremity of the Union. 
The nest is usually made with sticks, sea weeds, grass, and 
other coarse materials, commonly upon rocks, but some
times upon trees on the banks of rivers, where they are 
occasionally seen perched. According to Lawson, they are 
observed in great flocks in Carolina, in March and April, 
when the herrings ascend the creeks; at which time tbey are . 
seen on fallen logs in the water waiting and watching the 
approach of their prey. 

The Cormorant rarely exceeds the length of 3 feet 3 inches, and 
i8 commonly IIIl&ller. The bill blackish.ash, 5 inches long. lri_ 
grass or emerald green. The chin and round the base of the bill to 
the eyes, bare and yellow. Head and neck black. Back greeniah
black, gloBBed with purple, each feather bordered with deep black; 
acapuJars and wing coverts the same, dashed with ash color. Below 
black, except a IIIl&lI patch of white upon the throat. Quills and 
rounded tail dueky black. Feet black. 

Sum_ pl"ruge with a dark green brilliant long crest upon the 
hind head and a part of the nape; also .. large white collar on the 
throat. Upon the lummit of the head, on .. great part of the neck 
and the thighe, appear lome very long, attenuated, silky white feath
en. The rest of the plumage ill as in the winter. These feathen 
a1Io are more or lea long in proportion to the age of individuala. 
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DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT. 

(P"''''_a tlilop/l .... p~ (c.r60) 1IiIoplu, Sw~ .... Raea. 
and S'UJIfS. North. Zool. ii. p. 473.) 

Sr. CB.ABACT. - Tail of 12 fi!atben i bill 3i inchn long i a cnmed 
tuft of feathen behind each eye. 

THIS new species, allied to the common Cormorant, ",as 
obtained on tbe Saskatchewan in the month of May, by Dr. 
B,iehud80n, but of its habitS and manners we va wholly 
ignorant: it seems, howev:er, there to supply the place of 
the other species which is not mentioned as found in the 
fur countries. 

Length about 83 inches; the bill from the front 2 inches 1 line, 
the wing 12 inches i middle tail feathen 6l inchea; tanus about 2 
iache. a lines: the long toe and nail 4 inches 1 line. The bill black
_-brown. Orbits and naked akin round the chin yellow. Over 
the eye a line of while dots. General plumage above and below, 
deep bluish.black, glOlllled obscurely with green i this color, as U8UIIl, 
confined to the margins only of the fell.then on the upper part of 
the back, the le_r wing coverts and the tertials, the middle of 
which are light hair-brown: quill. much darker. Tail and feet 
black. The middle toe strongly pectinated. Naked apace on the 
lide. of the head small, extending from the bill to the eye, which it 
acarcely encircles i it also occupies a narrow margin at the rictus, 
and then curves doWDwards under the chin, which it croaBeS, leay
in, a naked space 36 inches in length, measured to the base of the 
gony. of the under mandible. Immediately behind the eye ill a con
apicuoUl! crest or tuft of narrow slender feathen, many of which are 
an inch and a quarter long. Tail moderate, of 12 feathen, each of 
which is graduated. Lesser quills slightly mucronated. 

• 
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THE SHAG. 

(PltGltu:rocoraI.~, DUKOItT. BOIl4P. Synops. No. 354. p.z-
... gracullU, LillI'. WTB. Ind. ii .• p. 15. Carbo grtu:VlWl, '1'1: ••• 
Man. d·Orn. ii. p. 897. Fou mn de Cayenne, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 
974. [young of the year]. Shag. PENN. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 508. 
LEWI"'S Brit. Birds. vii. t. 264. PelecanWl pa1'11lU, GMEL. LATH. 

[young]. Phil. Museum. No ••••. ) 

S •. CHARACT. - Bill about Sl inches long; tail very long, conic, 
composed of 12 feathers. - ./Jdult greenish·black; with a few ~ 
tered white strew on the neck. In • __ bronze-oolored, with 
a golden-green creet; head, neck and thighs, with mort and amall 
white feathers. Young blackish, more or le88 tinted beneath with 
whitish. 

THE Shag, a denizen of nearly the whole world, inhabo. 
its both the old and new continent, and is colonized in both 
hemispheres. They are frequent in most parts of Europe, 
as far north ItS Sweden, Norway and Iceland; and in the 
eastern parts are birds of passage. In Africa, Brazil, and 
under the Antarctic circle they are particularly numerous. 
They are common in most parts of the United States, .. 
far south as East Florida where they even breed, in large 
communities in trees;· but are not, however, found appar
ently much further north than the bays and islands of the 
St. Lawrence. In the southern hemisphere Cook and Fore
ter found them in the desolate island of Georgia, in a region 
nearly inaccessible to man, where, associated with the Pen
guins, they lodged among the tufts of rushy grass, the only 
vegetable production of that dreary tract. On Staten Land 
they were also observed in great numbers; and were almost 
the exclusive possessors of the islands in the Straits of Mag-
ellan, one of which Captain Cook named after them . 

• AI7D17801l, III lit. 
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III these drea.ry wastes, the Shags breed amongst broken 
rocks, or on projecting clift's advancing into the ocean. In 
other parts their nests are made among patches of flags, or 
ia taD tufts of coarse grass; where they inhabit, collected 
by thousands. The report of a musket does Dot disperse 
them, they only rise a few feet, and alight again into their 
nests, nor is the use of fire arms necessary, for tbey may be 
dispatcbed witb sticks, without producing any general alarm 
by tbe attack. The flesh of the young is accounted pretty 
good food. 

The Shag dwells perpetually on the borders of the lea, 
and rarely eyer wanders inland like the Cormorant. On the 
rocky coasts or on trees in which tbey sometimes breed, they 
construct a coarse and bulky nest of sticks and sea-weed, 
and lay 2 or 3 white eggs of a long oval figure. On a smaIl 
rock, a little detached from the shore, Montagu counted as 
many as 30 nests together. The Shag, by reason of the 
weight of its body in proportion to the feathers, swims deep 
in the water, showing in fact only tbe bead, neck, and 
back; but they are most expert divers and devour a prodi
gious quantity of fish. In Holland, near Sevenhuis, they 
were known to build, like Herons, on tall trees or insulated 
rocks. In Massachusetts Bay, at the approach of winter, 
tbey are seen to assemble in numerous and dense flocks, SO 

that several dozen have been killed at a shot. 

The length of the Shag is about 29 inches. In the wimer dren 01 
the adult, the head, throat, neck, back, and all the lower parts are of 
a dull greenish-black. Upon the neck are some small ohleure whit
iab spots. The feathen of the top of the back and of the willfl an 
dark aah in the middle, each bordered widely with deep black. Naked 
Ipaee around the eyes and small gular pouch reddish-yellow. Bill 
reddish_h, black aboye. Iris reddiab-brown. Feet black. 

,U· 
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CRESTED SHAG. 

(p~ erVtatw, DVJlONT. BoNAP. 8yno)l8. No. 355. p,,-
tUU eriBlatw, GIIJ:L. LATH. Ind. Orn. ii. p. 888. sp. 16. FABRIC. 
Fauna Greenl. No. 58. OLAFFEN, Voy. en Islande, vol. ii. and Atlas 
tab. 44. Carbo lTiatatus, TEIlIi. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 900, and IBm. 
Planche color. 1122. [adult in full dress]. Carbo 6rtuAyunu, BRES •• 
Crested Shag, PENN. Arct. Zool. ii. p. S12. [4to] A.) 

Sr. CUARACT. - Bill very slender, Sl inches long; tail very.but, 
rqunded, of 12 feathers. - .Ildult dark and bright golden-green, 
without white feathers. In "1IImer a broad, long, golden tuft on 
the top of the head, and a Blender crest behind. The ymmg black
ish, beneath more or leB8 whitish. 

THE Crested Shag, is also an inhabitant of the northern 
part of both continents. It is said to be common in Iceland, 
in the Orkneys, and in Norway and Sweden, in the vicinity 
of the large lakes. In Britain they inhabit the dark and 
bleak precipices of Holyhead, on the coast of Wales, and 
the cliffs of the Isle of Wight. They are likewise seen in 
the south of Greenland, where like the Night Herons, the 
rooks they frequent are covered by their excrements. They 
have the same habits and mode of breeding as the preced
ing species; nesting in the clefts of rocks, laying 2 long 
and whitish eggs covered with a calcareous incrustation. It 
is rather rare in the United States, and seen only in the 
winter. 

The length of the Crested Shag is abollt 2 feet .. inches; the &Iv 
eztent 42 inches; the bill above 2 inches 4 line.. W"JIIt. __ qf 
a. tulult, with all the plumage of a fine deep reaplendent and ahin
ing green. Upper part of the back, -,ulars, wing coverta and 
quills of a fine bronze color, each feather surrounded with a DIllOW 

border of velvety-black. The extremities of the clOlE'd wings not 
extending beyond the commencement of the tail, which ill abort, 

-. ,-
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rouded and of a dull bt.ek. Bare of the bill, and the very IIJDaII 
par pouch, of a fine yellow. Bill brown. Feet black. The ilia 
green. 

DWARF SHAG. 

(P1tt.tlaeroCOf'tIZ pygmew, DUIIIOIIT. BOIf .... Synope. No. 856. P. 
«anm pyg'IRInU, PALLAs. Reiae, ii. p. 712. t. G. GIIIJ:L. Syat. i. 
p. 574. sp. 19. LATH. Ind. Ii .• p. 25. lA Connor"" py~8. Sou. 
Nouv. Edit. de BUFF. Oia. xxiv. p. 77.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Bill 16 inches long, shorter than the head; tailloDg, 
cuneiform, of 12 feathers; scapulars long and aubulate. - Adult 
black, slightly glOBBed with green i eyebrows dotted with white; 
orbits and pouch black. No creat in 8IImmer, the head, neck and 
thighs, finely streaked with white. The youag blackish, benea&Ja 
whitiah; the orbits and pouch yellowish. 

As a native of the United States and of the northern 
parts of America we introduce this species on the authority 
of the Prince of Musignano, who reports it tiom seeing one 
reputed specimen of native origin. It is probably a mere 
straggler on the Atlantic coast, but from its occurrence in 
Asiatic Russia, may more probably be expected on the west
em side of America. It is seen about the Caspian Sea, aDd 
other parts of Russia, is common in Hungary, on the banks 
of the Danube; but rare in Austria and the contiguous parts 
of Germany. 

The length of this smaIl species ia only about 22 inchea. 7la Ault 
ill tllinUr has all the plumage of the upper puts of the body of lID. 

uhy black, each feather being narrowly bordered round with gloaay 
black. Neck and lower parts greenish.blaok. Some very smaIl white 
spots on the eyebrows. Bill, orbits, and .malI gular nudity deep 
black. Feet WackiBh·uh. 
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AFRICAN SHAG. 

(Plaalaerocoraz afriea-, DU.ORT. Boup. Synops. No. 857. Pele
ca_ africanus, G.ZL. L~TR. Ind. ii. p. 890. sp. 24. Spa"...... 
Mua. Carls. fascic. iii. tab. 61. [a good figure.]) 

Sr. CR~ll~CT. - Bill 2 inches long, longer than the head; taill0D«. 
rounded, composed of 12 feathers; acapulara long, mbulate. The 
IDe very amall. - ./Jdult black, slightly glO8lled with green; throat 
white. Young blackish, beneath whitish. 

THIS hitherto rare species, given on the authority of the 
Prince of Musignano, inhabits both continents. It has 
been found by Sparman at the Cape of Good Hope. I am 
assured by Mr. Audubon also, that he has seen it in the 
United States. 

The African Shag is only about 20 inches in length. The upper 
mandible of the bill is brown-black, the remainder of it dull yellow
ish-white. The head and neck brownish-black. Middle of the back 
aDd rump gloaay black. Scapulara and wing coverts ash grey, each 
feather margined all round and tipped with black. The 3 first quilla 
pale brown, inclining to cinnamon, the relt brown-black; seconda
ries as long as the quills, of a dusky black, edged with brown. Tail 
of 12 feathers, wedge-shaped, the 2 middle ones 7 inches long, the 
outer only 36 inches; the" middle oues and the outer on each Bide 
pale brown, the rest black. Chin white Fore part of the 'neck mot
tled with dusky white and black; belly much the same, with a mix
ture of brown. Legs black. 

NOTE. Mr. Audubon, by letter, mention. a new species as be be
lieves, and which he will in due time publish, which breeds on the 
Sat portions of Rocky lslaDds, (in Labrador?) raising a nest or 
weeds, sticke, &e. from one to three feet in length. 
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FRIGATE PELICANS. (TRACBYPETE8, Vieill.) 

III thell! birds the BILL is longer than the head, dilated and entire 
on the margins; with both mandibles strongly hooked and acumino 
ate at the points; the upper very acute, furnished with a nail, depre.
ed at the base, the ridge grooved deeply on each side. NOSTRILS in 
the furrows of the bill, basal, linear, and but little apparent. Ttmglle 
nry short and lanceolate; the gape very wide. Orbits and lores 
naked, the throat dilatable and furnished with a pouch. Fed very 
short, the thighs drawn up into the belly; tibia wholly feathered; 
tusus compresscd and carinated on both sides, half feathered. Toe. 
4, all connected together by membranes, the webs deeply indented; 
hind toe half as long as the middle one; the nails large, curved, and 
acute; the middle one IIf'rrated on its inner edge, and twice as 10111 
.. the rt'st. Wings extremely long and narrow; the lst primary 
longest. Tail deeply forked, of 12 fiaccid feathers. 

The sexes similar in their plumage. The young differing from the 
adult, and changing repeatedly. The moult occurs twice in the 
year, producing but slight change in the colors. The plumage not 
impermeable to water. The general colOr!! approaching to black. 

The Frigate Pelicans _iate in small or large flocks; keep much 
on the wing, encountering storms with impunity, and soaring at 
times above the clouds. They fly with great ral,idity, and are seen 
far out at sea, though never resting on the surface, as they appear 
unable either to dive or swim. On land they are scen perched on 
trees, or on high rocks; and when on the ground appeu unable to 
rille and are easily caught. They pursue the ftying fish, and seize it 
.. it rises from the waves to escape from its pursuers in the deep. 
Tyrants of the ocean, they even seize upon the Pelican, and habitu
ally harB88 thc Gulls and Boobies, compelling them often to drop 
their finny prey, or even to disgorge that which they have swallow
ed, and are 80 eager and alert in the pursuit, as to seize the fish before 
it arrives at the wave.. Their sight, like that of the Eagle, is keon 
and accurate, and they are bften seen to pounce upon their quarry 
from the sky with an unerring aim. They sometimes dkim the 1I1U'

face of the wave. or lie suspended with their wings still elevated 
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abo" the back. They breed on tree_, on deaert .horea, or on elen.ted 
roob i the egga are only one or two. 

The bird. of this group are chieily tropical, and are formed of but 
two _pecieB, one of which ia allO doubtfol. They are analOJOWI in 
form and habits to the rapacioUl birds, especially the Eaglea, which 
they seem to repreaent among the lU{uatic tribe,. 
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FRIGATE PELICAN. 

(TrllClypetu tllJUillU, VJlULLOT, Gal. deB Oi •• pl. 274.BOlfAP. eyno,.. 
No. 358. Pel_,,1U aquillU, P. lfteocepla4lau and P. pul ___ , 
G.I:I .. LATH. FrtgGle de Ca!lmM, Horr. PI. Enlum.961. MUl
of-War Bird, EDWARDS. FregGla am, RAt'.) 

BP. CBARACT. - Purplish-black: orbits black i .haft of the onte .. 
tail feather white beneath.-AIlIIlt, .ummer plumage? bead whilf'. 
The ft"UYf with part of the breut and beny "hite. 

Tn Frigate Pelican or Man-of-War Bird i8 chiefly !leeD 

on the tropical seas, and generally on the wing. They are 
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abundant in the Island of Ascension, India, Ceylon and 
China. In the South Sea they are seen ahom the Marqu&o 
sas, Easter Isles and New Caledonia, also at Otaheite. 
Dampier saw them in great plenty in the island of Aves in 
the West Indies, and they are common off the coast of 
East Florida, particularly around the reefs or keys, often 
assembled in flocks of from fifty to a thousand.- They are 
also not uncommon, during summer, along the coasts of the 
Union as far as South Carolina, and breed in various places, 
retiring to warmer latitudes on the approach of cool 
weather. 

The Frigate Bird is often seen smoothly gliding through 
the air, with the motions ~f a Kite, from one to two hundred 
leagues from the land, sustaining these vast flights with the 
greatest apparent ease, sometimes soaring 50 high as to be 
scarcely visible, at others approaching the surface of the 
sea, where hovering at some distance, it at length espies a 
fish, and darts upon it with the utmost rapidity and gener
ally with success, flying upwards again, as quick as it de
scended. In the same manner it also attacks the Boobies 
and otber marine birds which it obliges to relinquish their 
prey. 

Tbey breed abundantly in tbe Bahamas, and are said to 
make their nests on trees, if near: at other times they laf 
on tbe rocks; the eggs one or two, are of a flesh color, 
marked with crimson spots. The young birds covered with 
a greyish-white down, are assiduously attended by the 
parents who are then tame, and easily approached. 
When alarmed, like Gulls, tbey as readily cast up the 
contents of their pouch, as those birds do of the stomach . . 

The length of the Fripte Pelican ia about a feet; the alar stretch 
14. The bill ia aleDcIer, about r, inches long, aDd of a dualr.y color; 
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&.1 ita bue ., __ oat • leddi.h dark colGred IIkiD GIl either lide 
01 the head, inoh.diDg the eyetl. From the under mandible hup •. 
.-Hano ... bag u_ndiDf MIme way down the throat, which iI ar 
a Ine 4leep Jed, and u well u the other nlked partI about the t\ce 
mOlt Itrilliant in the bnediDf _n ; on the .ideB ofthiB pouch are 
.,nnkled a few -uend teathen. The general plumage iI browa· 
.-black, with Yiolet re8ectioDl, except the wing coverts which have 
• rufou. tinge. The WI i. long and deeply forked; the outer tea
tMn 18 inche. or more in length; the middle onel from 7 to 8. The 
lep and feet ue duaky·red. 

GANNETS. (SULA, Briss. Temm.) 

TalC BILL longer than the head, cleft beyond the eye., robUlt, COD. 

ically elongated, very .tout at base, comprellCd toward! the point, 
which iB slightly cuned; the edges of both mandible. serrulated. 
NOSTRILS in the farrow of the bill, basal, long and linear, a1mOlt 
hidden. Fau and tArocIt nlked of feathen. FEET ahort, robuat, 
drawa up into the abdomen; toes 4, all connected together by memo 
branel, the webs full and entire; the hind-toe short, articulated inte
riorly; the middle nail eerrulated on its inner edge. Wing. long 
and acute, 1st and id primaries longest. Tail wedge-_hoped, of ]2 
&athen. 

The female limilar to the male, but smaller. The young changing 
their plumage, u well u _ for several yeUl before attaining the 
6very of the adult. The moult annual. On the throat there iI a 
mWl pouch or enlargement of the tuOpA4gtu, u in the Pelican, with 
which the birdB of this genua have been formerly confounded. 

The Gannets and Boob,.. have been Btigmat.ieed, perhaps unjUltly. 
fur cowardice and lItupidity, Buffering themselves Mlmetimel to be 
taken or killed without much mow of reailtance. They cbieSy 
dwell in desert and rocky wands near the sea, in incredible numbert, 
and are aImlWlt conltantly on the wing, Syin, well, and keepin, 
II10ally at no great diltance from the shore; proceediDf with the 
DeCk extended, and the WI .pread Though provided with perrectl, 
webbed feet, they eeldom lwim, and never dive. From the lituation 
ar their feet they wa1Ir. with d.i8iculty. Btandin, nearly erect, and 
darowiDc in the .... taDoe of tbeir ricld WI to aid in IUpporting the 

~ 
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• WEB-FOOTED BIRDS. 

body; they are unable to me on wing from the even ground, lad 
hence they alight on elevated cli1F. and projectioDII. Caught .od
denly in a lituation from which they cannot ri.e, they eon.eqaentJy 
fall an easy and perhaps unresisting prey to their enemie., and may 
thns be hastily considered as stupid and cowardly. They fish by 
hovering over their prey with 8till and expanded wings, and descend
ing seize them as they approach the surface of the WIves. They 
remain 80 greg8.rious in the breeding season, that their neeta touch 
each other, laying their eggs, mostly 1 and sometimes 2, on the 
rocks, beeches, or high ground surrounded by the -. The yOUIIC 
are for a long time covered with very soft and white down. 

Some of the Ipecie8 are Ipread over all the warm and tempera&e 
regioDl of the earth; othera migrate to the oorth to pa88 the .um
mer. The racel are extremely few : there are two specie. in the 
United State.. 
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GANNET. 

(Sula basaana, LACEPEDE . BONAr. Synops. No. 359. S. alba, TEIIIIII. 

Man. d'Orn. ii . p. !l05. Pclecanua basaanua, LINN. LATH. Ind. ii. 
sp. 26. P. mluu/atu8, G"EL. sp. 32. [young] . The Gannet, 
PEIIII. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 510. Le Fou de Baaaan. BUFF. PI. En· 
lum. 278. [adult] . Le Fou tachete de Cayenne. BUFF . Ois. viii. p. 
376. Is. PI. Enlum. 986. [young].) 

SP. CnARAcT. - White, crown yellowish ; primaries black, the shafts 
below white; face bluish. - Young blackish-brown. spotted with 
white; beneath brownish-cinereoul. . 

THE Gannet is another of the many marine birds com
mon to both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. In the summer 
season they are extremely abundant on some rocky isles in 
the Bay of the St. Lawrence, and not uncommon on the 
coasts of the United States, especially to the south of Cape 
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Hatteras. On the south side of Long Island, and the neigh
bouring coast, they are seen in numbers in the month of 
October, associating with the Velvet and Scoter Ducks. In 
the summer they also penetrate into the Arctic regions of 
both continents, are seen on the coast of Newfoundland, 
and occasionally in Greenland. In Iceland they breed and 
are seen in great flocks. They are also equally common to 
the north-west coast of America. 

These birds abound in Norway and the Hebrides, parti
cularly on some of the least accessible of the islands. Ac
cording toD~. Harvey, Bass Island, not more than a mile 
in circumference, has, in the months of May and June, 
its surface almost wholly covered with nests, eggs, and young 
birds, so that it is scarcely possible to walk without treading 
on them; and the flocks of birds are 80 prodigious, when 
in flight, as to darken the air like clouds, and their noise 80 

stunning that it is scarcely possible to hear your next neigh
bour. Looking down towards the sea trom the top of the 
precipice, you see it on all sides covered with multitudes of 
birds, swimming and chasing their prey; and if in sailing 
round the island you survey the hanging cliffs, you may 
see on every crag, or fissure of the rocks, numberless birds 
of various sorts and sizes; and seen in the diBtance, the 
crowding flocks passing continually to and from the island 
can only be compared to a vast swarm of bees, 

The rocks of St. Kilda are no less trequented by the 
Gannets, and Martin assures us, that the inhabitants of that 
small island consume annually, no less than 22.000 young 
birds of this species, beilides a vast quantity of their eggs. 
these, being in fact, their principal support. This supply. 
though spontaneous from nature, is not obtained without 
imminent hazard of life to those who engage in procuring 
these birds and their eggs; as besides climbing difficult and 
almost inaccessible paths alllong the rocks I>eediog over the 
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eea, they sometimes lower each other "hown from above, by 
ropes in baskets, to collect their game from the shelvings 
,smll 6~sm,es 01£ she ro€Sh, chn,en by these hishs. 
The young are a favorite dish with the North Britons in 
§hpj,neral, smd the BeaM88 they aSe constmstly brs}88hht 
ft,s:m the ftass to 

As might be supposed, th~ Gannets are in these islands 
hisds of hs:ssage, makin{2' sheir appentance the mmsth 

Marssf, continuing there till August or hh:ptember, ac
cording as the inhabitants take or leave their 6rst egg j but 

the time of and eppes:m to 
coincide with the arrival of the Herring, and its migration 
out of those seas" It is hrobabk that the Gmmets ett€Snd 

anel pild,,:md their mhole €Siscuit tmtnd 
the British islands j the appearance of the former being 

,",steemed by the hshe,m€Sn as ::ure hsusage :the 
es:l[)r£la€SS: of the htter. it migra,es in quest of tOOd as flU 
south as the mouth of the Tagus, being frequently seen off 
ftiebon plunging Satdi:kcs. 

In the month of August, Dr. Harvey observed in Cath. 
ness their northern midrations; they WS:':"3 the :mhole 

in five fifteee in ea,":d In s:elm we,;tder 
they fly high j in storms they proceed lower and near the 
3ds>re ; nevns eross ueer the !:md, whes! a bad eslith 

promoe,tories but ±hHow, an equel distance, 
the course of the bay, and regularly double every cape. 

the m:}!!ing w;mld m:l.fm a soot ssf h,], tor 
the sake of fishing; for this purpose, they soar to a great 
height, then darting headlong into ths, 80a, moke the esoter 
ham an;] sweH with viol,::m:e of conen:4sion, of7:er 
which they pursue their With the arrival of the 
hwrals pilchs88ds in end summe" ore 
nern on the of and November, when 
they retire, the Gannets mostly disappear, though a fe"" 

4h€S 
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linger on the coast throughout the winter. An indiyidaal 
killed near Mount's bay, made, as is common with this bird, 
a long struggle with a water spaniel, assisted by • boatmlUt, 
showing himself both strong and pugnacious, aad suffi
ciently redeeming on bis part the gannet family from the ill 
supported charge of cowardice and stupidity. 

Many years ago, a Gannet' flying over Penzance, and 
seeing some pilchards lying on a fir-plank, in a cellar uaed 
for curing fish, darted down with such violence, that it 
struck its bill through the board, and broke its neck. 

These birds appear to have a strong predilection for par
ticular spots. On the Gannet Rock, in the Bay of the St
Lawrence, they are seen in amazing multitudes. This rock, 
(according to Audubon, from whom we derive the interest
ing information,) is 400 feet in height, and several acres in 
extent on the summit. At that time, the 8th of June, it 
was covered with innumerable birds upon their nests, so 
crowded or closely arranged as to give the appearance of a 
huge mass of snow, while the hovering crowds seen around 
this inaccessible marine mountain, forcibly presented at a 
distance the actual appearance of a soow storm. While 
thus engaged, the report of a musket did not seem in the 
least to alarm them; and defenceless, while obeying this 
powerful instinct, they allow themselves to be approached 
and dispatched without using any means for escape, ap
pearing riveted to the spot, while engaged in the afi"ectiODS 
and cares of reproduction. 

The nest of the Gannet is composed chiefly of sea-weed, 
and generally placed upon the most inaccessible parts of the 
highest rocks. The egg, (only one being laid before the, 
hatch,) is white, and very like to that of the Cormormt, but 
not near 80 large as the egg of the Goose, weighiDg aboat 
3i ounces. 

Tbe Gannet seems incapable of diving, at least DO alarm 
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eo fOrce it to immene. Upon the water it swilDB as buo,... 
ant as a gull. When offered fish they will take it, but will 
never go into a pond after it: and from every appearance 
of tbeir actions on water, to which they will only go from 
compulsion, they cannot procure the fish beyond the extent 
of their neck. At certain times they rise from the water 
with so much difficulty, that they are easily run down by a 
boat; but when thus surprised defend themselves with vigor. 
Aceording to Montaga, it is destitute of nostrils, or theJ 
are so concealed as to be rendered obsolete. The buoyancy 
of the Gannet is augmented to a great degree, by the power 
it possesses of transmitting air from the lungs, not only into 
the cavity of the body, but also into the cellular membrane 
which covers a great part of its exterior. 

The Gannet is about 3 feet long; the alar extent 6. The biD 
about 6 inches long, of a soiled yellowish-white; when the bird ill 
alive, of a bright blni.h-grey; Dear the base of the upper mandible 
.. a sharp praceu and suture, which enables the bird to move it • 
little in the act of swallowing large fish. Iris pale yellow. Chin 
naked, dusky. Whole plumage white, except the crown of the head, 
which is buff' colored. The legs dusky, in front bluish-yellow; 
along the ridge of the two forward toes, the connecting membrane 
ill unusually strong, and nearly as transparent as glass. In the 
'fI*R{f 01 tluJ year the upper plumlge is of a blackish-brown, and 
without spots. Below brown varied with cinereou8; the bill, naked 
partd, and iria brown, and with the tail rounded. In the second 
moult, or at the cumplue age 01 a year, the head, neck, and breast, 
are of a greyish-brown, covered with IImall, approximating, laaceo
late, white spots; the back, rump, and wings of the same cinereo_ 
brown, bearing large white Ianceolate spots, but more distant Rom 
each other. BelQU1 whitish, varied with grey-brown. Wings and 
tail brown, shafts of the latter white. Naked parts of the fiLce blu
ish-brown. Bill grey-brown, but whitish towards the point. IriIr 
fellowish. Front of the lanul, and upper part of the toell greeu. 
IIrown; the 8beakl upon the tarsus and toe. of a grey white; .. 
IIIeIIlbranea ciDereou-brown, ad She ow whitish. - At t1DO ,..,.. 
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WEB-FOOTED BIRDS. 

qf til', individual I, in the moult, appear covered with patchea of 
white featht'fs amonr the remainder of the brown livery with ita 
"hite spobl. 

BOOBY. 

(8ul4 fusca, BRISS. BOI<AP. SynopB. No. 360. VUILL. Gal. delOia

eaux, pI. Z17. PeluanlUl sulG, Booby, CATESBY, i. p. ~. tab. f!1. 
LII<II. BUFF. PI. EnlulU. 973.) 

Sr. CSARACT. - Blackish.brown; beneath white; primaries black; 
face red.- Young spotted with white and brown. 

THE Booby is found to be an inhabitant of islands and 
desolate sea coasts throughout all the warm and temperate 
parts of the globe, and hIlS acquired this degrading name 
from its silly aspect, and peculiar stupidity; suffering it
self to be taken not only at sea on the ship's yards, but 
also on land, where they may be dispatched merely with 
clubs and sticks, in great numbers one after the other, with
out seeming to take any general a1arDl, or using any efficient 
etrort for escape. The only cause that can be assigned for 
this want of conservative instinct, so general and prompt 
among most of the feathered tribes, is probably the fact, of 
the difficulty and almost impossibility of setting their long 
wings into motion when they happen to be surprised on level 
ground, or fatigued with undue exertion. 

The Boobies however have a domestic enemy more steady 
though less sanguine in his persecutions than man; this ill 
the Frigate Pelican or Man-of-War Bird, who, with a keen 
eye descrying his humble vassal at a distance, pursues him 
without intermission, and obliges him by blows with ita 
wings and bill to surrender his timiy prey. whieh the pirue 
instaDtly seizes and swallows. 
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The Boobies, however, notwithstanding this tribute to 
their marine monarch, contrive to obtain an ample supply 
of provision. 'rhey commonly hover above the surface of the 
waves, at times searcely moving their wings, and drop on a 
fish the instant it emerges or approaches in view. Their 
flight, though rapid and long sustained, is greatly inferior 
to that of the Frigate Bird; accordingly they do not roam 
80 far, and their appearance is generally hailed by mariners 
as all indication of the approach of land. Yet numbers are 
not wanting around the remotest and most sequestered isl
ands in the midst of the wide ocean. There they live in 
companies, associated with Gulls, Tropic Birds, and their 
tyrannical persecutor the Frigate, who appreciating their 
assistance as providers, dwell and rest in the same retreats. 

Dampier remarks, that in the AIcrane islands, on the 
coast of Yucatan, the Boobies were crowded so thick that 
he could not pass their haunt without being incommoded by 
their pecking. At this time they appeared ranged in pairs 
IS if preparing to breed. When he struck them, some flew 
away, but the greatest number remained, and could not be 
roused to retreat by any effort. When they went out to sea 
in quest of provision, in common with their neighbors the 
Man-of-War Birds, they appointed sentinels to protect their 
young. Among the Frigates, some, (probably, the males 
after incubation,) lived in societies apart from the rest, dis
persed to situations most suitable for obtaining pillage. 

The Booby utters a loud cry, something in sound betwixt 
that of the raven and the goose; and this quailing is heard 
more particularly when they are pursued by the Frigate, or 
when assembled together they happen to be seized by any 
sudden panic. As they can only begin the motion of their 
wings by starting from some lofty station, they usually perch 
like Cormorants; and, in flying, stretch out the neck, and 
display the tail. 
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According to Dampier, in the isle of Aves they breed on 
trees, though in other places they nestle on the ground, and 
always associate in numbers in the same place. They lay 
one or two eggs; and the young continue for a long time 
covered for the most part with a very soft and white down. 
They abound on rocky islets off the coast of Cayenne, and 
along the shores of New Spain and Carracca, as well as in 
Brazil and on the Bahama islands, where they are said to 
breed almost e\'ery month in the year. The flesh is black 
and unsavory; yet sailors frequently make a meal of iL In 
summer they are not uncommon on the coasts of the South
ern States. 

The It·ngth of the Booby is about 2 feet 5 inches; the bill oil 
inches; UIC tail about 10. The orbits, and base of the bill yellow, 
its point brown. Legs straw colored. The belly white, all the rest 
of the plumage is ashy-brown. 

TROPIC-BIRDS. (PHAETON, Linn.) 

b these the BILL is as long as the head, hard, much compresaed, 
convex above, straight and acute at the tip; mandibles equal; the 
upper slightly curved towards the point, the margins dilated, sharp 
at the balK' and obliquely serrulated. NOSTRILS basal, concave, nar
row, and pervious. TUllgue very short. Head and throat wholly 
feathered. Feet very short; tarsi naked, toes 4, all connected to
gether by mt'mbranes; hind one a third the length of the middle 
one: web. full and entire: nails moderately curved, acute, the inner 
edge of the middle one entire. Wing810ng; the lst pr:imary longest. 
Tail short, composed of 12 or 14 feathers, and with the middle pair 
very narrow, and t'xtremely long. 

The fcmalt.' similar in plumage with the male, but much smaller. 
The young diffi'r much from the adult, and often change their ap
pearance. They moult twice in the year. The plumage is thick 
and close, and its color gpnprall.v white. 
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Th_ are wandering and oceanic birds excelling in lIight and in 
vision, and venturing out to great distances from the land. Unlike 
the Frigate Birds they nre able to repose upon the sea, though they 
never di ve. They alight on trees, rocks, nnd sometimes on the rig. 
ging of vessels, but nre scarcely able to walk. They nssociate in 
families, and chiefly frequent remote and desert islands. They feed 
mostly on the flying-fish, which abound in the intertropical sens, and 
leize them by grazing the surface of the waler. They nest in hol
low trees, or in the clefts of impending rocks: the eggs nre 2, nnd 
the young are at first clothed with a white and son down. Their 
appearance, though a sure indication of the torrid zone, is none of 
the proximity of land. 

As their common name implies, these arc tropical birds, and in 
eDitable climates appear all round the globe. The genus is com
posed of but 3 specie.; and they appear to be allied to the Terns. 

TROPIC BIRD. 

(Pluuton tnMretU, LillI(. LATH. BOIlAP. Synops. No. 361. U lhaw4 
Paille en cul, BUFF. PI. Enlum_ 979. aDd 9'J8. (young.] p~ 
phcmicunu, VI&ILL. Gal . dee Oia. pl. 279. [adult.] Tropic Bird, 
Ru, WILLUOBBT, and EDWARDS. Phil. Ml18eum, No . . . •.. ) 

Sr. CUARACT.- White varied with black; bill red; tail wedge
ahaped, composed of 14 feathen. -Adult somewhat tinged with 
rose-red; the loni tail feathers red. 

THE Tropic-Bird, soaring perpetually over the tepid seas, 
where he dwells without materially straying beyond the 
"erge of the ecliptic, seems to attend the car of the sun 
under the mild zone of the tropics, and advertises the mar
iner with unerring certainty of his entrance within the tor
rid climes. Yet though generally confined to these more 
favored solar realms, which be widely explores to their U$

moet bounds, he sometimes strays beyond the favorite limit, 
and bence we have given bim a place among the oceanie 
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birds which stray in mmmer to the coast8 01 the W1lTIaer 

States.-
The flight of the Tropic-Bird is often conducted to a 

prodigious height, at which in every season it can obtain a 
temperature of the most delightful kind. At other times, 
affected by the ordinary wants of nature, he descends m.. 
his lofty station, and accompanied by an ignoble throng or 
Frigates, Pelicans and Boobies, he attends tbe appearance of 
the flying-fish as they emerge from the water, pursued by 
their enemies of the deep. They are sometimes observed 
to rest on the surface of the sea; and have been seen in 
calm weather, upon the backs of the drowsy torto_, 
supinely floating, 80 that they have been easily taken by 
allowing the approach of a boat. On shore they will 
perch on trees, and are said to breed on the ground be
neath the shade of the adjoining woods. They are met with 
on the islands of St. Helena, Ascension, Mauritius, New 
Holland and in various parts of the South Seas; but in no 
place are they 80 numerous as at Palmerston Island, where, 
along with the Frigates they appeared in such ,Plenty, that the 
trees were absolutely loaded with them, and 80 tame or list
JellS that they suffered themselves to be taken from the 
boughs by hand. In the Sandwich and Friendly lalande, 
where they also abound, the natives set a high nJue 
on the long tail feathers made use of by way of ornament, 
and in Otaheite they formed a eouspicuous part of the osten
tatious garment worn by mourners. The flesh, though often 
eaten by mariners cannot be aeeeunted good. 

The length of the Tropic-Bildu. about 2 reet 10 inches to the tip 
of the long tail feathen; the common size of the bird being about that 
of a domestic pigeon. The bill u. .,wards ofa inches long and zed. 

• KaIm nn o"","ecIlhem oat 1& _ fill &be _t 01 &be UllItecJ SIato8 Ia die 
Jatllllcle 01 40". 
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TM .... , .u, ad aDder putII of the hody are white, in the adult 
..... Iy tinged with _ reel. Near the ba. of the upper mandi
We begina a .u.k of black, which c,,"e. rolUld the upper part of 
the eye, and ende a tittle way behind ill a straight direction. The 
_k, 'rump, and ecapulan white, oroeeed with coned .treak. of 
..... : tile leBBer wing covens white, eome of them transversely 
-.rbd with black. Greater quills black, margined with white. 
I'ianb black, or nried with dll8ky and white. Longer tail feathers 
about ~ inches; the 2 longelt above 20 inchel in length and point
ed, black for one fourth of the way from the bale; the reet of the 
tIIil white in the young bird, but red in the aduit. Lege dUBy-yel
low, the clawl black. 

DARTERS. (PLOTUB, LiM.) 

WITB the BILL longer than the head, elender, straight, conically 
lengthened, acuminate, much compreeeed, and very acute; the man
diblee equal; the edge. eerrulated obliquely at the point; upper 
IIWldible whollyltraight, the margine dilated at bale, comprelled 
and in1lected towards the point. NOSTRILS in a rudimental furrow, 
buaI, linear, and IIC&I'Cely apparent. Tongue very short. Head email 
and lengthened; face and throat naked; neck long and elender, eer
pentine. FUJI ahort and atout, the tibia drawn up into the belly: toee 
4, all connected together by a membraoe, the web broad and entire; 
hind toe half &I long &I the outer; naill stollt, coned and acute, the 
middle one pectinated on the inner edge. Winge moderate, the lit 
primary equal to the 4th; the 2d and 3d longelt. Tail long and 
Ipreading, compoeed of 12 feathers; the feathere rigid, broad and 
IVUDdod. 

The 18_ alike in their plUlll8f8: the young dift"ering much from 
the adult, and changin, their feathere repeatedly. They moult 
twice in the year, acquiring additional ornamental feathere in the 
IpriDg. The plum.,. soft, clOl8 IUId downy; the prevailin, color 
il black. 

The Darters tift in faniliel, are extremely .hy and vigillUlt, em
laent1y aquatic, but keep in &e.h water at a diltlUlce from the -. 
TbeY1J8'fer walk, nor remain lour on wing, but perch on vee. 

.f.3 
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from whence, when surprised, they plunge directly into their more 
natural element, swimming very deep, with the head only elevated 
above the water, and instantly submerging that also on the Jeut 
alarm. When approa.c.hed, they silently drop from the limbs of the 
trees on which they usually perch in company, and sliding into the 
water, reappear at a distance, transformed 8.8 it were into snakes, 
for which the head when alone presented might easily be mist.a.k:en. 
They feed on fish, which they catch by darting at them with their 
Iharp bill and long vibrating neck. They nelt in trees and Jay or 
more eggs. 

These singular birds are confined to the warm parts of both conti
nents; and the species are only two. 
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BLACK-BELLIED DARTER. 

(PWhu IIMi1l{fa, LII'I'. LATH. Ind. p.895. Ip.l. Bo"AP. aynope. 
No. 862. Plohu meltmogtUter, WILlO", ix. p. 79. pI. 74. fig. 1. 
[adult.] and p. 82. pI. U. fig. 2. [young.] P. meltmogaatllr, VU:ILL. 

Gal. des Ois. pI. 278. [bad.] BUFF. PI. Enlum. 960. and 959. 
[young.] Colymlnu colubrimu, (Snake Bird), BARTR ..... ·S Travels, 
p. 132. and 295. Phil. Museum, No. 3188. [male.] and 8189. 
[female].) 

Sr. CH .... RACT. - Black, varied with hoary: scapulara ahort, lanceo
late; naked .pace on the throat extensive and black. -Adult, with 
the belly black. Summer plU'JIUJge, with long slender black feath
en on the nape. In the ytJU1I{f the neck and beneath i. whitish, 
tinged with pale rufous. 

THE Snake-Bird, or Black-Bellied Darter, is an exclUsive 
inhabitant of the warmer parts of the Union, being found 
on the banks of retired, still, and shady rivers in low and 
swampy districts in both Carolinas as far as Cape Fear river 
to tbe north; in Georgia, . Alabama, Louisiana, and the 
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Floridas. It is also observed in Mexico, Cayenne, aad 
Brazil. No bird, in the situations and climates it inhabits, 
can exhibit a more suspicious or sinister appearance than 
the Anhinga. Its long and dark serpentine neck and small 
head, vibrating backward and forward, presents entirely the 
appearance of a snake, whether seen through the foliage of 
a tree, or emerging from the still and sluggish stream in 
which it often swims with the body wholly immersed to the 
neck, and on being approached or startled even that is in
stantly withdrawn, and sweeping beneath the flood in per
fect silence, we at length see it again rise at a distance 
which defies approach. 

The projecting limbs of trees suspended over these streams, 
in the most retired situations, are the usual perches fre
quented by the Darters when not engaged in fishing and div
ing after their finny prey. Here they lurk in indolence and 
solitude, occasionally sunning und dressing their plumage, 
and like the patient Heron, they sometimes watch in silence 
the approach of some ill-fated fish, on which they pounce 
with accurate aim, swallowing the smaller ooes at a siagle 
gulp, and bringing out the larger to some stump or log 
where they tear it up with their claws and devour it piece
meal. When approached, tlley drop from their secret re
treats or perches into the water with the utmost silence, 
scarcely making more commotion in the stream than the 
gliding of an eel. They usually build in low trees streteh
ing over the water in their favorite swamps, lagoons, or riv
ers, and sometimes select the retirement of islands. The 
nest is made of sticks and coarse weeds, and the eggs, 
probably 8 or more, are said to be of a sky blue color. They 
are so attached to particular localities as to breed for a series 
of years in the same tree. The young as weD as the old, 
if materially disturbed, drop from the nest into the stream 
over which they are usually suapeoded, in perfect silence, 
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like lumps of lead, diving often entirely beyond the view 
before they again emerge. According to Bartram, they 
are sometimes seen in the heat of the day, in great num
bers, sailing very high ill the air over the lakes and rivers. 
Their flesh, like that of most birds of similar habits and 
diet, is considered as very unpalatable. 

The length of the Blu.ck-Bellied Darter is about 2 feet 10 inches. 
The bill to the angle of the mouth 4 inohes. The head, neck, and 
whole body above and below of a deep and shining black, with 
a green reflection. On the upper part of the back are Bome smAll 
oblong, IlShy-white spots, which PIlSS down the shoulders, increas
ing in size, with the relative magnitude of the feathers, and descend
ing down the scapulars. Wings and tail black, the latter broadly tip
ped with soiled white. The lesser coverts of the wings glossed with 
green, and also spotted with ashy-white; the IllSt row of the lesser 
coverts, and the coverts of the secondaries, chiefly ashy-white, 
forming a large bar across the wing. The outer web of the large 
sca.pulnrs is crimped. T:Li1 rounded, the two ouler feathcrs for the 
greatest part oHheir lcngth, crimped on their outer webs, the two next 
feathers are in a slight dl'gree so. Bill dusky above and at the base ; 
the upper mandible brownish-yellow at the sides, the lower yellow. 
!rids brown. The orbit of the eye next to the plumage of the head 
is of a greenish ·blue color, and this pll8ses round in the form of a zig
zag band across the front, the next color which surrounds the whole 
eye is black. Eyelids bright azure. Lores greenish-blue. Naked 
akin in front black ; jugular pouch jet blu.ck. The nape partly crest
ed. Along the sides of the neck there runs a line of loose un
webbed feathcrs of a dull ash color, resembling the plumage of cal
low young. - The neck near its centre, takes a bend in order to 
enable the bird to dart forward its hill with velocity when it takcs ita 
prey. Legs and feet yellowish clay color : claws greatly hookel!. 
The closed wings exlend to the centre of the tail. 

HELIORNIS. Btmalerre. Vitill. (PODOA, Illig.) 

WITH the BILL of moderate dimerulioDa, .uaight, o1~ 
~, lubulate, IOmewbat CutTed uuI notched a& tip, ac1de; tIM 
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edges sharp and entire; mandibles equal; the upper slightly fur
rowed on either side nearly its whole length, the margillll dilated 11 
base. 05TRILS in the furrow, medial, concave, oblong, pervious, 
covered by a membrane, but open in the middle. Read small, en
tirely feathered; neck moderate, slender. Feet short i tibia almo t 
entirely feathered i hind toe short, touching the ground at tip only; 
connecting membrane mnch indented, very deeply lIJ)allopcd, merely 
bordering Ule anterior toes i hind toe free and simple: nails short, 
curved, and acute. Wings moderate, acute; 2d and 3d primaries 
longest. Tail spreading, composed of 12 feathers. 

The sexes alike in plumage i but the young differing somewhat 
from the adult. They moult twice in the year, but scarcely change 
the colors of their plumage. The feathers thick, close, and downy; 
the colors brownish. 

These are very active birds residing on rivers and creeks. They 
fly well, and swim and dive with celerity. They walk awkwardly 
and scarcely ever rest but on their favorite element. They are 
often in Ule habit of expanding their wings and tail. As might be 
supposed from !lleir aquatic life, they Bubsist principally on fiBh, 
water reptiles and winged insects, which tIley capture in the air 
with great dexterity. They nest on the ground, in marshes, con
tiguous to water. - They are confined to the warm portions of 
America and Africa, and consist of two sectional species. 

SURINAM DARTER. 

(HelWnsU IllrinaflUll6i6, Vn:ILL. BOlfu. Synope. No. 363. PkIew 
6UrinaflUll6i6, LATH. Ind. PodoG .. ri_fIUII6i6, ILLlU:R. fA GnIoa
F<nllq1te, BOFF. PI. Enlum. 893. OU_ tk Soleil, De.cript. Su
rin. ii. p. 192. Surinam Tern, BROW If.) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Brown, beneath whitish; sidee of the neck striped 
with black and white i bill and feet dusky, the latter barred with 
black i toe. aemipalmated i tail rounded, with the feathen broacl. 

THIS bird inbabits the warmest parts of America, par-
ticularly Surinam, and in summer is an ac:cidental visiter in 
the Middle States of the Union. It is cbiefly seen OD die 
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aides of rivers and creeks, teeding on small fish, as well u 
on insects, but above all on Ries which it seizes with great 
address by the strokes of its sharp bill, scareely ever failing 
in the attempt. It is often domesticated by the inhabitants, 
displaying a great deal of action, and keeping the head and 
body in continual motion. From the frequent circum.stanee 
of expanding its tail and wings at the same time, it baa 
heen conceived to resemble the sun, and has in conse
quence, on this slender ground, acquired the name of the 
Sun Bird. 

The length of this speciel il about 18 inches. The bill an inch 
and an eighth long. The irids red. Crown of the head black, the 
feathers lengthened into a small crelt. The head itself is Bmall; 
and the neck Blender and long in proportion to the body. Cheeks 
bright bay. From the corner of each eye is a line of white. The 
aides and hind part of the neck longitudinally marked with lines of 
black and white. Wings, back and tail, dusky-brown; the fint 
pretty large, extending to within an inch of the tail when closed. 
Tail wedge-shaped, tipped with white; its upper coverts remarka
bly long. Breast and belly white. Legs short, and rather atoat, 
pale dusk,.; the toes barred with black. 

DIVERS. (COLYJlBU8, LiM.) 

IN these birds the BILL is longer than the head, stout, straight, 
Dearly cylindric, compre888d, with the point subulate and acute ; 
the edges bent in, sharp and entire; upper mandible somewhat 
rounded above, alightly curved at the point; the lower navicular 
and straight. NOSTRILS bual, lateral, concave, oblong, pervious, 
h&If covered by a membrane. 7'otJ,ps lanoeolate, fringed backwards 
at the base. Lores feathered. FUT large, placed far back; the 
tibia almost entirely drawn up into the belly: tarsus exceediDalJ 
compreaaed; anterior toeB lcmg, wholly palmated: hind toe -an, 
touching the ground merely at tip, CODIleCted to the outer by • 'Yery 
-n rudimental membrane. NfIiU short, compre8II8CI, hind OM 
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mnall and acuminate. Wing. moderate; bt and 2d primariee 10111-
est. Tail very short and rounded, composed of 18 to 20 leathers. 

The sexes alike in plumage. The young differing from the adult 
until the 3d or 4th year. They moult twice in the year without 
changing the colors of their plumage. The feathers thick; their 
colors above bright and glossy, beneath white. 

Although the greater number of web-footed birds submerge, the 
Divers, and the succeeding genera of this great order, resort to the 
water as their habitual residence. They live continually upon this 
element, where they commonly escape our sight, because they often 
only elevate the head out of water an instant to respire and immedi
ately after submerge. The birds of the present genus commonly dive 
to the bottom of the deepest rivers or bays, accompanying their pro
gress with a bubbling of the air, and move their wings beneath the 
water as though exercising them in the air, they strike out with 
their feet at the same time in a diagonal direction, and dive instan
t3.Ileously at the Bash of a gun. Their migrations are often per
formed by water, preferring this method in the autumn to that of 
using their wings, though they fly in breeding time at a considerable 
elevation and with rapidity. They can scarcely be said to walk, 
their posture Qn their legs is vertical, but unable to maintain for an 
instant this exact balance, they fall over on the belly and supinely 
and slowly drag themselves over the surface of the ground by succes
sive and painful jerks, using their wings often as a kind of oars to 
assist their inefficient progress, and hence their common name of 
Loon.* In winter they generally live out at sea in bays and inlet8, 
usually accompanied by their young who thus associate in families. 
In the spring they separate in pairs, and seek out the borders of 
lakes and fresh water islets in which to breed in the greatest seclu
sion; tlle nest is made of coarse aquatic weeds, and the eggs are 
usually from 2 to 4. The young follow the mother, plunging into 
the water when the nest is invaded. The voice is shrill, mournfuJ, 
and monotonous. They feed principally on fish, which they take 
under water, and devour on the surface; they also prey on aquatic 
animals, insects, and sometimes on vegetables or their roots. 

They inhabit the northern hemisphere, retiring into the interior lUI 

well as the high boreal latitudes to breed. The species are about 
five. 

• Or Loom, which In Ibe langn.ce o(lbe lApl.nden lilnlllellame, ullley ean
Dol wlllk well. 
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LOON, OR GREAT NORTHERN DIVER. 

(Colymbusglacialis, LINN. WILSON, i.t. pI. 74. fig. 3. [adult] . BONAP. 

Synops. No. 3GB. RICH. and SWAINS. North. Zool. ii. p. 474. 
TEIIIM. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 910. Northern Diver, Pzu. Aret. 
Zoo!. ii. No. 489. [adult] and 1mber, No. «0. [young.] L'Im8ri,., 
ou (h.,.a PWngeon, Burr.Oi •. viii. p. 258. 1. 22. Iv. PI. Enlwn. 
952. [a good figure of the adult.] PZNlf. Brit Zool. p. 139. t. K. 
2. Phil. Museum, No. 3262. [male and young] and 3263. 
[female].) 

SP. CHARAC'I'. - Bill about 4, inches long from the rictus; upper 
mandible straight; the lower wider in the middle, grooved beneath, 
and recurved: tail of 20 feathers. -.Ildult black, speckled with 
white; beneath white; head and neck glossy black; with a white 
interrupted collar and gular band. Young wholly brownish; be
neath white. 

TilE Loon, the most common of its tribe in the United 
States, is a general inhabitant of cold and temperate 
climates, throughout the whole northern hemisphere. It is 
found in the north of Europe, and spreads along the Arctic 
coasts as far as Kamtsehatka, Nootka Sound, and the 
mouth of the Ob:' It dwells on the dreary coast of Spitz.. 
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bergen, Greenland, Iceland, and Hudson's ·Bay. It abounds 
in all the lakes of the fur countries, where, as well as in the 
interior of the most northern of the States, and probably in 
the inland seas of the St. Lawrence along the whole Cana
dian line, they pass the period of reproduction, They have 
been known to hreed as far south as the Farn Isles on the 
coast of Northumberland along with the Eider Ducks, with 
which they also associate on the shores of Labrador.· In 
the Hebrides they are common in the summer season, 
as well as in Norway, Sweden and Russia, from all which 
countries they seldom migrate to any considerable distance, 
being only accidental passengers on the coasts of the Ocean; 
the young only are seen, and rarely, en the lakes of 
Germany, France and Switzerland, but in those regions the 
old are unknown. In the United States, from the superior 
severity of the winters, the young, and even occasionally the 
old, are seen to migrate nearly if not quite to the estuary of 
the Mississippi. 

The Loon, cautious, vigilant, and fond of the security at
tending upon solitude, generally selects with his mate, some 
lonely islet, or the borders of a retired lake far from the 
haunts of men, here on the ground, contiguous to the water, 
they construct their rude and grassy nest. About the 11 th 
of June, through the kindness of Doctor T. W. Harris, I 
received 3 eggs, which had been taken from the nest of a 
Loon, made in a hummock, or elevated grassy hillock, at 
Sebago pond, in New Hampshire. These were about the 
size of the eggs of a goose, of a dark smoky olive, coarsely 
blotched nearly allover with umber brown spots. The 
males, after the period of incubation, secede from their 
mates, and associate by ~hemselves in the bays and estu
ries near to the sea. They soon after moult, and become 80 

• ~Qdubon. 
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bare of feathers as to be unable to rise from the water. 
The young, after being duly attended by the female parent, 
disperse with her towards the sea. Instinctively warned of 
the approach of fro t, they avoid its con equences by slow 
but efficient migrations. As soon as the fi h begins to fail, 
the young unable or unwilling to fly, are sometimes seen 
waddling from one pond to another, and in this situation are 
easily captured, as they refuse, or are incapacitated to ri e 
from the ground. When approached, they utter a long 
drawn melancholy scream, like 6 00/" with a shrill loud, 
sighing and rising note. Now and then, as if a call upon the 
parent, the tone is broken almost in the manner of running 
the finger across the mouth while uttering a sound. A 
young bird of this kind which I obtained in the salt mar h 
at Chelsea Beach, and transferred to a fish pond, made a 
good deal of plaint, and would sometimes wander out of his 
more natural element and hide and bask in the grass. On 
these occasions, he lay very still until nearly approached, 
and then slid into the pond and uttered his usual plaint. 
When out at any distance he made the same cautious efforts 
to hide, and would commonly defend himself in great anger, 
by darting at the intruder, and striking powerfully with his 
dagger-like bill. This bird, with a pink colored iris like 
albinos, appeared to suffer from the glare of broad day-light, 
and was inclined to hide from its effects, but became very 
active towards the dusk of evening. The pupil of the eye 
in this individual, like that of nocturnal animals, appeared 
indeed dilatable; and the one in question often put down his 
head and eyes into the water to observe the situation of his 
prey. This bird was a most expert and indefatigable diver, 
and would remain down sometimes for several minutes, often 
Iwimming under water, and as it were flying, with the vel~ 
city of an arrow in the air. Though at length inclined to 
be docile, and showing no alarm when visited, it constantly 
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betrayed its wandering habit, and every night was found tB 

have waddled to some hiding place, where it seemed to 
prefer hunger to the loss Qf liberty, and never could be 
restrained from exercising it instinct to mo\'e onwards to 
some secure or more suitable a ylum. 

Far out at sea in winter, and in the great we tern lake , 
particularly Huron and Michigan in summer, I have often 
heard on a fine calm morning, the sad and \Volfi h call of 
the solitary loon, which like a dismal echo seems slowly to 
invade the ear, and rising as it proceed, dies away in the air. 
This boding sound to mariners, supposed to be indicative 
of a storm, may be heard sometimes for two or three miles, 
when the bird itself is invisible, or reduced almo t to a 
speck in the distance. The aborigine , nearly as upersti
tious as sailors, dislike to hear the cry of the Loon, con
sidering the bird from its shy and extraordinary habits as a 
sort of supernatural being. By the Norwegians its long 
drawn howl, is, with more appearance of reason, supposed 
to portend rain. Judging however from the young bird, 
already mentioned, this expression, like that of other fowls, 
indicated nothing beyond the humble wants or social com
munication of the species. 

The flesh of the Loon is dark, tough, and unpalatable, 
yet the young birds are frequently seen in the markets of 
New York and Boston, and are therefore no doubt some
times eaten. Some of the Russian Tartars on the Ob and 
the Irtisch tan the breasts of this and other water fowl, 
preserving the down upon them, and sewing them together, 
sell them for garments, and caps. The Greenlanders, 
lvell as the aborigines round Hudson's Bay, and on the 
hanks of the Columbia river, employ their skin as article 
of dress or of decoration; and the Indians of the Missouri 
and Mississippi also often ornament the sacred calumet with 
the brilliant neck feathers of this and other species. 
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The length of the Loon is about 2 feet 8 or 10 inches. The head, 
neck, and tail coverts glossed with deep purplisll·green, on a black 
ground. A short transverse bar on the throat, a collar on the middle 
of the neck, interrupted above and below, and the shoulders, white, 
broadly striped on the shafts of the feathers with black. \Vhole 
upper plumage, wings, sides of the breast, flanks, and under tail 
coverts, black; all, except the quills and tail, marked with a pair of 
white spots near the tip of each feather : these spots form rows, and 
arc large and quadrangular on the scapulars and interscapulars, 
round II.nd smaller elsewhere, lea t on the rump. Under plumage 
and inner wing coverts white; the axillll.ries striped down their 
middles with black. Bill and legs black. Irides brown, (often 
blood red.) 

In tit. young of the year, the head, occiput, and all the illferior 
plI.rts of the neck are ashy.brown; small II.Shy a.nd while point2 
upon the checks. Throa.t, fore part of the nt'ck and the other lower 
parts purb white. Feathers of the back, wings, rump, and flanks, 
dark brown in tbe middle, border('d a.nd edged with bluish-ash. 
Upper mandible of the bill ash-grey, the lower whitish. Iris pur
plish-red. F eet dark brown externally, interiorly, II.S well as their 
membranes whitish. It is then Colymblls immer, GMEL. i. p. 568 . 
• p. 6. 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER. 

(Colymb1l.S anticus, LINN. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 800. sp. 4. BONAr. 
Synops. No. S6!). TEMM. ii. p. 913. RICH. and SWAINS. North. 
Zool. ii . p. 475. Black-throated Diver, PENN. Arct. Zoo I. ii. p. 
No. 444. The Speckled Diver, or Loon, EDWARDS. pI. 146. [adult 
from Hudson's Bay.] Legrand Plongeoll, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 914. 
(young]. NAUM. vag. Nachtr. t. 30. f. 60. [adult male].) 

SP. CUARACT. - The bill from til rictus about 3~ inches long; the 
upper mandible slightly curved; lower not wider in the middle 
than at base, and without groove beneath; tail of 18 feathers.
.adult black, slightly marked with white, the back unspotted; be
neath white; head greyish-brown; the neck beneath glossy black, 
with 0. stripe on eo.ch side of it marked with white. Young ashy
brown; beneath white; 0. blackish band ofien on the sides of the 
neck. 
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THIS species, common to the hyper boreal parts of both 
continents, is much more rare in the United States than the 
preceding, and though frequent near the shores of Hudson's 
Bay is seldom seen in the interior of the fur countries. It 
abounds in the northern parts of Europe, Norway, Sweden, 
and Denmark, in the inland lakes of Siberia, especially 
those of the Arctic regions j it is also seen in Iceland, 
Greenland and the Feroe I les. They are held in super
stitious regard by the Norwegians, who believe their cry to 
portend rain. The skins of this and other species, being 
tough and impervious to wet, are used by the Indians and 
Esquimaux as weH as by the Norwegian for articles of 
dress. 

The Arctic Diver i an autumnal and winter bird of pas
sage in England, Germany and Holland, more rare upon 
the interior lakes of France j but common upon those of 
Switzerland. They live on fish, frogs, insects and aquatic 
plants; nest in the reeds and herbage upon the borders of 
lakes and in marshes, preferring those which are much in
tersected by waters; they are said to lay 2 eggs, which are 
brown, marked with scattered black spots. 

The length of the Black Throated Diver is about 26 inches; the 
wing 11 inches. The forehead, back, wings, wi, Sanks, and thigh 
feathers, are black. The ecapulan and shoulders marked with trans
"41T88 white spote, and the wing coverts with round .pote. Hind
head and back of the neck ash-colored; side. of the latter and of 
the breast white, streaked with black. Fore part of the neck black, 
reSecting purple and green. The under tail coverts barred with 
black : the rest of the under plumage white. 

The yotU&(1 closely reeemble those of c. g~, but may be dis
tinguished by their inferior size, and thc character of the bUt .. 
already riven. 
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kED-THROATED DIVER. 

(GW""""~, LII' •. L.t.nr. Ind. ii. p. 801. sp. 5. Bonp. 
SynopB. No. 370. TE ••• Man. d'Orn. ii. 916. Rica. and SWAin • 
.North. Zool. ii. p. 476. VU!lLL. Gal. de •• OiB. 282. [adult.] Red
Throated Ducker or Loon, EDWARDS. pl. 97. fENN. Arct. Zool. 
ii. No. 443. Le Plongeon 4 Gorge Rouge, BUFF. PI. Enlum. 
308. [adult]. Colynalnu miatvI, C.8teli4lw, and C. 6oretJli8, [dif
ferent states of the young]. I.e Petit Pltmgeor., BeFF. OiB. viii. p. 
254. tab. 21. ID. PI. Enlum. 992. (yoUDg]. Speckled Diver, 
PENN. Brit. Zool. p. 139. t. K. (young].) 

Sr. CaA~cT. -The bill (from the rictua) about 8 inches long, 
slightly recurved; the edges much inflected; the lower mandible 
grooved: tail composed of 20 feathers. - Jldult blackish, beneath 
white, head and neck lead-colored; the neck beneath with a long 
reddish .tripe. You"" ashy-brown, with minute marginal spots 
OR the dorsal plumage; beneath white. 

THIS species is again a general inhabitant of the north
ern regions of both continents; from whence few migrate 
to any great distance, except the young, and these are seen 
not uncommonly along the coasts of the United States in 
the course of the winter. According to Richardson, they 
frequent the shores of Hudson's Bay up to the extremity of 
Melville Peninsula, and are also abundant on the interior lakes 
where they breed. The eggs are 2, laid on a little down, 
by the margin of the water, and are of a pale oil-green color, 
35 lines long by 21 wide. Temminck however, describes 
the eggs as of an olive-brown, mark~ with a few brown 
spots. Mr. Audubon found them nesting on the coast of 
Labrador near small fresh-water lakes. The food is simillll 
with that of the preceding species. Fleming says that they 
breed in Zetland and the Orkneys. In Greenland and Ice
land they also lay among the herbage on the shores con
tiguous to water, Rnd make a nest of moss and grass, 
lining it with down. The young of this species, called the 
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Cobble, is frequently seen in England in the winter, in bays 
and inlets, and sometimes in fresh water rivers and lakes. 
In the river Thames it attends the arrival of the sprats on 
wlaieh it feeds, and is henceJmown to the fishermen bl the 
name of the Sprat Loon. From their diving habits they are 
tiequently taken in the fishing nets to which they me 
attracted by tMir contents. They fly weU, and dive -and 
swim with remarkable dexterity, and while proceediog in the 
air are said to be sometimes very noisy. At Hudeon'. Bay 
the young fly before the end of August, and the whole 
commence their migrations in the couree of September. 
They are common also to the Baltic and the White Sea, 
and are found in the inclement regions of eastem Asia, U 

in Kamtschatka and Siberia. 

The length of the Red· Throated Diver is about 29 incbel; 
the wing 11 inches 8 lines; the bill above 2 inches 2 linea; from 
the rictua, 8 inches 1 line; tanua 8 inches; middle toe the 
aame length. The head, chin, and side. of the neck, lead.color; 
centres of the plumage on the top of the head blackish. Front 
of the neck occupied by a .tripe that widens downwards, of rich 
cochineal or purplish·red. Hind head, back of the neck, shoulder., 
and sides of the breast, greenish·black, atripetl on the margins willa 
white. Donal plumage and wings pitch.black; narrow space under 
the wings and under tail coverts also black, with whitish borde,... 
Under plumage and inner wing coverts white; the axillary feathe,.. 
lItriped on the shafts with blackish-brown. Bill black. Legs black
ish·green. - Adult individuals vary much in length, lOme being' 
inches shorter than the above. Yovng bird. have the dorsal plwnage 
interaperllt!d with minute marginal spots, there being & pair lIeU' 

the tip ~f each feather. 
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In all the following genera the feet are 3-toed. 

GUILLEl\fOTS. (UKIA, Briss. ALCA, Linn.) 

WITH the BILL moderate, or short, robuat, straight, acute and 
eompreased, the bue feathered; upper IlUUldible convex, somewhat 
curved at the point, notched; the lower slightly navicular; the mar· 
rine of both sharp and inflected. NOSTRILS nearly basal, lateral, 
eoneave, longitudinal, linear, pervious, covered partially by the 
feathers of the front advancing far on the bill. Tongtu linear, acute, 
entire. Head deprelled, narrowed before, and rounded behind, neck 
Ihort. FEn placed very far back, the lower extremity only of the 
tibia apparent; tarBUB one fourth sborter than the middle toe, 
slender, compressed, carinated anteriorly: webs not very broad. 
NciU compressed, aomewhat curved, acute; tbe middle one largE'r, 
dilated intemally into a IIharp edge. WirIg • • hort, narrow aad 
acute; the lilt primary longellt. Tail very IIhort, rounded, eompMed 
of 12 feathers. 

The plumage of the sexes Bimilar, but the female smaller. The 
young difFering from the adult, but almoBt similar to their winter 
dress. They moult twice in the year, changing the colors of their 
plumage; which is generally in muses of black and white. 

The Guillemots and other birdll of this natural order, fomling & 

IOrt of final link in the chain of the feathered "tribe_, with their 
ignoble mein, and furtive habits, seem condemned to dwell, or rather 
to .rulDate the mOllt dreary wastea of the Arctic and polar regions. 
Surrounded by an eternal winter, and dwelling amidst barriers of 
ice which deny existence to almOllt every other animal, they seek 
refuge on the boIOm of the ocean, where they perpetually reside. and 
only relinquish thill their natural element, at the important 
"&IOn of reproduction. Under the brilliant IIky of the still chilling 
hyperborealmmmer,they take possellllion of the desert islets, and 
lofty and precipitou. rocks near the _, in wh_ clefts they are 
Been crowding with dillcordant din, and llwarming like bees. In bIIIIt.e 
to secure their precarious progeny, they sit immediately on theu 
only egg, and, without the trouble or delay of providing a neBt, they 
hatch upon the naked rock. The ocean i. theu BOfte.t, bed, they 
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IClU'Cely _k repoee upon the land, and their young, as thelllJll'h'ee, 
ted on fish, find n.n inexhaustible fare in their favorite element, to 
which they are instantly conducted as soon as delivered from 
the prison of their .hell and their irksome exposure on the rocks. 
Like the Divers, whose necessities scarcely call them to the In.nd, 
they walk with the utmost difficulty, and then only across some bar
rier of ice; but in the water they are as alert as they llCe impotent 
on the ground. They swim and dive in a manner wholly unrivalled; 
pursuing their finny prey as if flying in the air, exercising their 
wings in the water no less than their oar·like feet; tbey dive even 
beneath the ice, and thus find means to subsist in the most inclem
ent season. In the extremity of the terrific winters which reign 
in their natal regions, they, however, sometimes find a necessity to 
migrate to thc open seas of thc colder parts of the continent, but 
their presence is constantly rare in moderate climates, even in the 
winter. In storms they seek the shelter of their chosen rocks, or 
the caverns of tbe jce.!x>rgs. Their flight, though short, is rapid, a.nd 
just elevated above the surface of the waves; they traverse a.nd 
climb the rocks on which they dwell by leaping and fluttering 
from point to point. Their principal food at all periods consists 
of fish; and notwithstanding this mllCine diet, the young and the 
eggs are esteemed as food. The eggs, in all this family of ALCA

DJE, are remarkable for the thickness and dulness of the shell. 
The Guillemots princi IJally inhabit the Arctic 8('as, and the coldest 

of climates, from whence they migrate in winter to more tempe
rate coasls. The genus consists at present of but 5 well nacertained 
species common to the whole northern hemisphere. 

Subgenus. - URIA. B01IfJp. 

WITH the bill longer than the head, straight, eompreaed, .. h
uiate, even. Nostrilslinenr. 

t Extre'fM tip of the upper mandible lliglally droop"'. 
The colors black, presenting many changes in the moui~: .. 

dress of the adult, is said, to be only acquired in the 4th yev. 'DIe 
egr, in the birda of this section are one to three. 
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BLACK GUILLEMOT. 

(Urill gryUt, LATH. Ind. ii. p. 797 .• p. 2. TnM. Man. d'Om. ii. 
p. 925. BONAr. Synops. No. 371. RICH. and SWAllfS. North. 
Zool. ii. p. 4':'8. VII:ILL. Gal. de. Oi •. pl. 294. Black Guille
mot, PEn. Arct. Zoo!. ii. No. 437. Black Greenland Dove, 
EDWARDS. pl. 50. [small figure]. Spotted Greenland Dove, bm. 
[front figure, a moulting individual]. Spotted Guillemot, PElf •• 
Brit. Zool. ii. pI. 83. fig. 2. Uria baltica and U. gryllt¥idu, 
BRUNN. Orn. Boreal. p. 28. No. 114. 115, and 116. [moulting 
individuals]. U. laeteolG, LATH. ii .• p. 3. (Cepmu lccteoltll, 
PALLAS.) [an albino?].) 

Sr. CHARACT. - A large white apace on the middle of the wings: 
the fuet red. - Summer plumage entirely black, wiDg covert. 
white. Winter drus, black, with the cheeks and beneath white. 

TuB Black Guillemot is a general inhabitant of the 
• whole Arctic seas of both continents. It has even beeD 

called the dove of Greenland, being common in that country, 
as well as on the still more dreary coasts of Spitzbergen. 
In the hyperboreal seas and straits of America they al80 
abound, from the inclement !Ihores of Melville Island down
to Hudson's Bay, and Labrador. According to Mr. Audu
bon they alsO breed on the isle of Grand Manan in the 
Gulf of the St. Lawrence. Like the other GuilIemots they 
are entirely mlU"ine, never going inland, and rarely seek the 
coast but for the indispensable purpose of reproduction. In 
the cold and desolate regions of the north, abandoned by 
nearly every other animal, the Guillemots, though in dimin
ished numbers, find means to pass the winter j frequenting 
at such tilDes the pools of open water, which occur even in 
these high latitudes amongst the floes of ice. Others, but in 
lIDall numbers, and those probably bred in lower lati
tudes, venture in the winter along the coasts of the United 
States. In Europe they are also seen at this season along 
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the borders of the Atlantic. They are alike indigenous to 
the western side of the American continent, and occur iD 
Kamtschatka. At St. Kilda, on the Bass isle, in the Frith 
of Forth, in the Faro islands off the coast of Northumber
land, and on some parts of the coast of Wales, particularly 
near Tenbeigh, they are known to breed. 

They fly commonly in pairs, with considerable rapidity, 
almost grazing the surface of the sea, but at other times they 
proceed in a more elevated course. Their note, according 
to Audubon, is a contracted whistle. They nestle some
times under ground, but more commonly in the deep and 
rocky fissures of inaccessible cliffs and bold headlands pro
jecting into the sea. To avoid the access of water to the 
eggs, they commonly pile together a nest of pebbles, be
neath which the rain water or melting snow passes off 
without any injnry or inconvenience. The eggs are from 
1 to 3, white or whitish, spotted pretty equally with dark 
brown. To escape becoming the prey of the foxes who 
iJacessantly watch for them, the young, when pushed 
to the necessity, throw themselves without diffieulty from 
their impending eyrys into the sea. They dive with greaa 
f'aeility, and feed upon small fish, bot particularly ca 
ahrimps, small crabs, and other crustacea, and marine 
insects. They show considerable vigilance on being ap
proached, and are much more IIhy and wary tho the other 
Guillemot!. The eggs, (called improperly those or &he 
Noddy,) are brought sometimes in the IImall coastiDg veueIf 
&0 Boston market. • 

The length of the Black Guillemot i. about 13 inchel; the taill 
iDche.; the wing 6 inchel .. lines; the bill above, abo1rt 1 iDCh 1 
line; the tanae 1 inch 2 lines. Greenish-biack above; browni .... 
black benea.th. Border of the wing and quill. pitch-bllo8k. Mid
dle and greater coverts, inner b&lell of the quill feathers, and all the 
under wing coverts, white. Bill black; inside of the IIIOUth anel 
&let sca.rlet. The bill comprellled, e&treme tip of the upper IIIUlcli-
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We lJiahtIy drooping, not notched; that of the lower mandible 
eKeavated or sloping. The nostrils are ahort, narrow, bual ali. 
near the comminure. No hind toe. 

Winter plumage, wilh the head, neck, whole under plumage, Bcap
ulara, rump, mirror of the wings, and tips of the dorsal feather. 
white. A crescent shaped patch before the eye, the border of the 
wing, the primary coverts, all the quills, the tail, and tips of the 
_pulara, black. - In the spring and beginning of IlUlDmef the 
plumage is variously mottled, the summer dre88 being complete at 
different periods in different individuals, but rarely before the be
(inning of July. 

In tAe young oj tAe year, the throat, breast and all the lower parts 
are pure white. Summit of the head, nape, lower part of the neck 
and sides of the breast blackish, spotted with grey and white. Back 
and rump dull black. Some feathers of the scapulars and of the 
rump tipped with whitish-ash. Wings black, except the mirror 
which is white, but marked with blackish and clnereous spots. Inte
rior of the mouth and feet livid reddish. Iris blackish-brown. 

MARBLED GUILLEMOT. 

(Uria: marmorata, LATH. Synops. vi. p. 336. pI. 96. BOIfAP. Synopa. 
No. 372. Marbled Guillemot, PUll. Arct. Zool. 4to. ii. p.230. 
pI. 22. No. 438. Young of Uria: gryUe, VIEILL.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Brown, undulated with ferruginous; beneath dusky, 
spotted and barred with white; feet yellow; bill black, one inch 
long. 

THIS species, yet but very imperfectly known, was brought 
from Prince William's Sound, on the western coast of Ame
rica. Another specimen was also obtained on the coast of 
Kamtschatka; this individual formed part of the collection 
of the late Sir Joseph Banks. Of.their habits we are wholly 
ignorant. 

The length of this species appears to vary from 9 to 10 inches. 
The bill is compre88ed a little on the sides, &nd rather slender. 
Orown of the head dusky. Upper part of the body transversely 
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barred with tawney, chestnut, and blaokish-brown, as far lUI the tail, 
which is short and black The wing coverts dusky, some of the 
larger edged with white . Quills black. Chin and throat dusky, 
milled with irregular blotches of white; sides of the neck plain 
dusky; breast, belly, and vent, irregularly barred and wa.ved with 
dusky and white, changing to the last at the vent. Legs &Ild toe. 
pale orange; the webs and claws black. 

t t Both mandibles curtled at the point. 

Beneath white at all times; the throat only changing from black 
to white in moulLing. The young obtain the adult plumage in the 
2d year. These lay but one egg. 

FOOLISH GUILLEMOT, OR MURRE. 

(Uria troille , LATH . GMEL. Syat. sp. ii. BONAP. Synops. No. 373. 
TEMOI. Man. d ·Orn. ii. p.921. RICO. and SWAINS. North. Zoo!. 
ii. p. 477. Colymbus troille, LINN. Faun. Suec. No. 149. Foolish 
Guillemot, EDWARDS. pI. 359. fig. 1. PENN. Arct. Zool. ii. p_ 
229. [4to.] No. 436. L esser Guillemot, IDEM. ii. p.231. A. Le 
Guillemot. BUFF. Ois. ix. p. 350. ID. PI. Enlum. 903. [adult in 
summer]. PENN. Brit. Zool. p. 138. t. H . Uria Suarbag, and U. 
ringuia, BRUNlIICH, Om. Boreal. p . 21. No. 110. and 111. [winter 
plumage] . U. Unntlia, IBID. No. 108. LATH. Ind. ii. sp. 1. [a.dult 
in summer] .) 

SP. CRARACT. - Blackish, beneath white; secondaries white at tip; 
feet dusky ; bill longer than the head, much compre~sed through
out, upper mandible four times as long as broad. - .I1duit, with & 

black stripe behind the eyes. SU1mner plumage, with the whole 
head jet black. The you11(J duller, and without the black stripe 
behind the eye. 

TUE Foolish Guillemot, so called for their fatuity in the 
breeding season, in allowing themselves sometimes to be 
seized by the hand, or killed on the spot without flying from 
their favorite cliffs, is another singular and common inhab-
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itant of the high northern latitudes of both continents. In -
Europe they extend their swarming colonies as far as the 
ever wintry coast of Spitzbergen, they are also seen in 
Lapmarck, and along the White and Icy Sea, as far as 
Kamtschatka. Along the whole coa t of Hudson's Bay, 
Labrador, and Newfoundland, they congregate in swarms. 
They also breed in the Orkneys, and in more temperate 
climates, when the local situation happens to suit their par
ticular habits and instinct j thus, they are extremely numer
ous in the desert isle of Priestholm, contiguous to the island 
of Anglesey, on the Godreve rocks, not far from St. Ives, in 
Cornwall, the Fam isles off the coast of Northumberland, 
and the cliffs of the Isle of Wight and of Scarborough in 
Yorkshire. Occasionally the young are seen along the 
coasts of the U ni$ed States j but the great body of the spe
cies, in America, according to Audubon, winter in the Bay 
of Fundy, where they find an open sea, congenial rocks, and 
a cool temperature. 

They begin to assemble on their cu tomary cliffs, in Eng
land, early in May, and crowd together in such numbers, 
that it is not uncommon to see hundreds sitting upon their 
eggs on the ledge of a rock, all in a line, and nearly touch
ing each other. They lay but a single egg, on the flat and 
bare rock, without any precaution to protect it or the pro
geny arising from it by any shelter or convenience at all 
like a nest. It is of a palish green, blotched and marked 
with black and deep umber-brown. They rarely quit their 
eggs unless disturbed, and are fed during the time, chiefly 
with small fish or other marine productions, by the male. 
In inaccessible places, or where seldom disturbed, it is with 
difficulty that they are roused to flight, and may then some
times be taken by the hand; others flutter into the water, 
below the cliffs on which they nestle, and seem in fact to try 
eTery expedient but that of Right. They are at all time • 

• 
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extremely expert in diving, using their piaioas u oar8 m. 
stead of the feet, thus flyitlg as it were in the water, as well 
lIB in the air. After the young are hatched, and capable 
of migrating, by the close of August, they all di appear 
from the shores of Britain, and are seen in winter on the 
coasts of the Baltic, Holland, France, and as far a Italy 
along the borders of the Atlantic. Many of the young as 
well as old birus of this species, also bred in colder latitudes, 
migrate in winter along the coasts of Norway, Holland, and 
England, secJlling as it were to fill up the place of those 
which have left their native shores for still milder climates. 

The inhabitants of Kamtschatka kill the Murres in great 
numbers for the sake of their flesh, though it is said to be 
tough and ill tastcd, but more especially for their skins, of 
which, as of other fow\:;, they make garments; but the eggs 
are every where accounted as a delicacy. It is called by 
the Welsh Guillem, and in the southern parts of England 
Willock. 

The length of the Murre is abollt 17 to 18 inches, (the female is Aid 
to be somewhat smaller;) the length of the tail 2 inches : of the 
wing about 71 inches; the bill from above, 1 inch 10 lines; the tar· 
I1UI 1 inch 3 line.. The head and front of the neck rich pitch· black 
inclining to umber. The dorllal plumage and wings greyish.black. 
Tips of the secondaries and under plumage white; that color form
ing a rounded projection into the black of the neck. Bill and legs 
black. Margins of the eye-lids and a suture from behind the eye, 
white. In other specimens from the laDle locality the eye-lids and 
suture are black, u in the following .pecies. Bill longer than the 
head, considerably compretl8ed, commissure nearly straight; lower 
mandible acutely notched Ilt the tip. 

In winter the under parts of the head and throat are white, and 
tile black of the donal plumage loses its brownish tinge . 

. 1" flu !fOtlft8 of flu !fur, the bill is IIhorter, cinereouB, and yel. 
lowi8h at the base ; the black above ill lhaded with uhy-brown. 
The longitudinal band behind the eye. is alao Ie .. diatiDct, and blenu 
in uhy .potll with the white of the tides of the occiput; uby-brown 

• 
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1liiio pnclollliDUel _ tile lower put oftlaell8Ok,uulcJle white oltbe 
lower putI it .. pUle. The tamII uad tMllft of & livitlyellow
ish, and the we1ll are brown. 

LARGE-BILLED GUILLEMOT. 

(Uria Brunnic1&ii, SUlln:, Greenland Birds, p. 538. No. 14, &e. 
TExx. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 924. BOIfJ.p. Synops. No. 374. RICH. 

and SW,(INS. North. Zool. ii. p. 477. U. Francsii, LUCH. U. 
b'oilie, BRIIII1I. Om. Boreal. No. 109. nec. LATH.) 

Sr. CR,UU,CT. - Reddish-black; beneath white; secondaries white 
, at tip; feet greenish; bill as long as the head, dilated and broad 

at base; upper mandible three times as long as broad. - Summer 

plumage, with the whole head black. 

THI8 is another inhabitant of the glacial seas of the hy
perboreal regions of both continents; being very commoll 
in Greenland, Spitzbergen, Davis' Straits, Baffin's Bay, 
and in the remotest parts of Arctic America that have yet 
been visited. Occasionally, the young, and more rarely the 
old, are also seen on the coasts of the Northern and Middle 
States in the course of the winter. Its habits, 8S distinct 
from the preceding, with which it has generally been con
founded, are unknown. 

The length of the species i. about 18 inches; the tail 2 inches 9 
lines; the wing 8 inches 3 lines; the bill above, 1 inch 2 lines; the 
bill to the rictus 2 inches; tarsus 1 inch 4 lines ; middle toe 1 inch 7 
line.. The top of the head and upper plumage reddish-black. Head 
beneath the level of the eye, and the front of the neck, pitch-black. 
Tips of the secondaries and the under plumage white; the white 
indenting the black of the base of the neck in an acute angular form. 
Bill bluish-black, paler at the base. Rictus bright yellow. The biD 
wider at the base, shorter, and 1_ compreued than in U. b'oilU. 
Under mandible higher, with a much shorter and more promine.it 
gony.; commillUle more curved. A suture on the plumage behind 
the eye u in U.~. The tDiRter pl"""'ll' undergoee emgea 
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anaJopua to daoI8 which take place in U. grylU. which oontiD .. 
uti! the B1IOC88cIiDg JUDe. In the yotIIII'the bill w more .leader. 

SUbgeDUS. -MBBG11LUS. Rag. Btmap .• &c. 

WITH the BILL very mort, a little curved, conic-convex, Beuly u 
broad .. high; both mandiblea notched at the tip; the upper ODe 

grooved'; R08frilI bual, aemicirculu; tongue thick and entire. 
W"mgs morter than the tail; the lat and 2d primariea aIIoutequal. 
The outer and mid:dle toea of the ame length. 

ThW w the .malleat race of the Natural Order to which it pr0-

perly belonga. Their ftight is rapid and long auatained. notwith· 
atanding the ahortneu of the winga; they proceed .. much in the 
air .. in the water; and walk also better than the other speciell, 
They breed in aociety, and lay but a single bluish·white egg. Their 
food conaiata principally of amall cruatacea, which they collect 80 __ 

time. I1I1der the tongue. 
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LITTLE AUK, OR SEA DOVE. 

(Uri4 aZU, TEll •. Man. d'Om. n. p. 9'.28. BOIUP. Synops. No. 8'75. 
Rica. and SW.UIU. North. Zoo!. ii. p.479. Little Auk, (Aka 
Glk,) WILSO", ix. p.94. pl. 74. fig. 5. PUB. Arct. Zoot. ii. No. 
429. .6. aZU, LI"B. Faun. Suee. No. 142. BauBBlca, No. 106. 
Small Black and White Diver, EDWARDS, Glean. pl. 91. Bun. 
P!. Enlum. 917. [winter dre88]. PE ... Brit. Zool. p. 187. t. H.4. 
fig. 1. Mergulua alle, VIEILL. Gal. de8 Ois. 295. [adult]. Green
land Dove, ALBIB, i. 1. 85. Rot-gu, or Rotut, MARTE"'S Spilzb. p. 
85. Uri4 minor, BRl8I. vi. p. 73,2. Phil. Museum, No. 2978.) 

8p. CaARAcT. - Black; beneath and tips of the secondaries white; 
under the wings black; bill and feet black; bill very short, half 
.. long .. the head, a little curved. - Summer plumage, with the 
whole head black. 

THIS neat and singular little bird, with a quaint resem
blance to the Columbine tribe, is known to mariners by the 
name of the Greenland Dove; and in this vicinity it is aJ80 
caJled the Pigeon Diver. It inhabits, however, a region 
w here the gentle cooing of the Dove is never heard. It 
dwells far withiJi the Arctic circle, approaching the very 
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pole, having been obtained by Dr. Richardson from the 
dreary coa t of Melville Island, in the latitude of i50 and 
760, in August, where they were seen by thousand. It is 
probably almost the last bird seen within the desolate and 
glacial boundaries of the earth. In Greenland and pitz
bergen they congregate in great flocks; and in the depth of 
winter, watching the motion of the ice in the offing, when 
it is broken up by storms, they crowd by thou and into 
every opening fi ure or flaw, in order to snatch up the ma
rine productions on which they sub i t. Mr. Audubon 
found a few breeding on the coa t of Labrador. In New
foundland they are called the Ice·Bird, being the ure har
binger of evere weather, as they seldom proceed far from 
their inclement natal regions, except when accidentally 
driven to shore by storms. In the United States their ap
pearance is always olitnry, being mere wanderers as they 
are also along the milder coasts of Europe. Their uniform 
predilection is for tlle hyperboreal regions of their nativity, 
and they even fatten in storms when not overwhelmed by 
their fury; as, at the e times the small cru tacea, and ma
rine insects on which they feed are ca t up and brought to 
the surface in greater abundance. At times they appear to 
fly well, as appears by their extensive accidental migration , 
having sometimes been met with con iderably inland. The 
water, however, being their more natural element, they dive 
with great facility, and are often observed dipping their bill 
into the water as if drinking. 

Tho e which have been obtained in this vicinity, u ually 
in the depth of winter, have sometimes been found in Fre h 
Pond, and so lean and exhau ted, by bufli ting weather and 
fatigue as to allow themselves to be quietly taken up by 
the hand. 

Like other species of the genus, and the family generally, 
ueociated with the Razor-Bills, they seek out for their bree4. 
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jag places the moat inacceseible impending elitI's which pr0-

ject into the ocean, and in their clefts, without any artificial 
nest, deposit their single egg, which is of a pale bluish
green, commonly without spots, but sometimes scattered with 
a few small touches of blackish. At this time probably, 
they are heard to utter their uncouth and monotonous call 
of rottd, by which as a name, they are known to the Dutch 
navigators who have penetrated to their dreary and remote 
haunts. 

Captain Ross's party met with these birds in great nUJDo 
bers on the west coast of Greenland, where they were shot 
daily, and 80pplied to the ship's company, who found them 
very palatable, and free from any fishy taste, though their 
food consists chiefly of a small species of crab (Canur) 
with which the Arctic seas abound. 

The length of the Little Guillemot or Auk is about 96 inches; 
the tail 1 inch 9 linea; the wing 5 inches; the bill above, half aD 
inch; from the rictus 11 lines: the tarsus 9 linea; the middle aDd 
outer toea 11 linea. The top of the head, dorsal plumage, tail, winp, 
aDd the aidea under them, velvet-black. Under surface of the head, 
throat, upper part of the breast, and thighs, pitch-black; the reat of 
the under plumage, the tips of the secondaries, and lateral edgeB of 
the BcapuJara, white; that color joining the black of the breast in 
an even line. Bill black. Legs brownish. 

In tDiJlUT, the front of the neck is whitish; the change takinc 
place towarda ,the end of September. It iB said sometimes to vary to 
~te white, and i. seen occaaionally with a reddish breast. 

PHALERIS. Temm. (ALcA, Linn.) 

WITH the BILL shorter than the head, dilated on the marp, 
almost quadrangular, notched near the tip i Ilpper mandible depre_ 
cd on the sideB, convex above; curved at the point: lower some
what compreall8d, angular beneath, truncated at tip. NOSTRILS me
dial, marginal, linear, pervi01lll. half cloMd by a naked lDcmbrme. 
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7bngue thick and entire. Capi8tram advanciug but little OD the 
base of the bill. FEET placed very far back; the tibia almoat. en
tirely retracted into the belly; tarsus slender, compreued, carinated 
on both sides; toes long and slender, middle toe longest; webs fuD 
and entire; nails incurved, acute. Wings short, acute, 1st primary 
longest. Tail of 14 feathers, the middle and outer being shortest. 

The sexes alike in plumage; but the young dift'er from the adult. 
They moult twice in the year, but undergo little or no change of 
color. 

These birds reside throughout the year in the hyperboreal regiODS, 
and only migrate to short distances in the severity of the winter. 
They congregate in tlocks, living geoerally out at sea, swimming 
about among the ice with ease and dexterity, but retiring usually at 
!light to the clefts of the neighbouring rocke, or into burrows which 
they dig with the aid of their bill and feet. In these holes and bur
rows, without any preparation, they deposit their only egg; and at 
Buch times probably, are so much infatuated by the duties of incu
bation as to allow themselves to be easily killed or taken by hand. 
Like the preceding, they feed on marine productions exclusively, 
lOch as crustacea, mollusca, and other small animalB of the sea. 

These inhabit the Arctic seas between Alia and America. The 
genus is composed of about 3 species. 

PARROQUET AUK. 

(PAaleris psitttuula, TElIlM. BONAP. Synops. No. 376. I1lt:IJ p8ittG
cvla, PALLAS, SpiciI. Zoo!. fase. v. p. 15. tab. 2. Itflult]. LATH. 
Ind. sp.8. 11. tdracula, PALLAS, sp. Zool. faSe. v. p. 23. t. 4. 
[young]. Perroquet, and Dusky Auk, LATH. Syoops. "t. 
95. fig. 2 and 3, the head. PBNN. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 433 and 
435.) 

SP. CRARACT. - Black; belly white; a line behind the eyes, and a 
spot above, white; ridge of the bill compreased. -l1dldt with the 
bill red. In the yovng the bill is yellowish-dusky. 

THESE singular birds inhabit the coast of Kamtschatka, 
the Kuriles and other islands towards Japan as well as con
tiguous to America, and the westem shores of this conti-
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nent. They are very abundant, and are seen swimming and 
diving in flocks, but seldom, unless tempest driven, go far 
from the rocks to which they resort at night. They are 
said to be extremely artless, so that the natives take them 
with ease, sometimes, merely by placing, near their burrows 
or holes a garment with large sleeves distended, into which 
they creep as into their customary retreats, and thus become 
an easy prey. Being constantly seen on dangerous and 
precipitous coa ts, they sometimes afford a timely warning 
to the mariner of the approach of rocks or shoal , by seek
ing out the refuge of his vessel, which they sometimes mis
take for their accustomed lodging. They lay one large egg, 
about the middle of June, almost the size of that of a com
mon hen, being whitish, or yellowish, spotted with brown, 
dusky or yellow, and is esteemed as a delicacy. The young 
arj! sometimes seen solitary, wandering out at sea, and are 
remarkably stupid and awkward. They can scarcely fly or 
stand, from the hortness of their wings, and the po terior 
position of their retracted leg , and they depend for subsist
ence wholly on their swimming and diving, at which they 
are remarkably expert. Their flesh is sometimes eaten, but 
is very little esteemed, except by the half famished natives 
of those dreary climates. 

The Perroquet Auk or Phaleris, is about 11 inches long. The bill 
deep red. A white spot in the middle of the upper eye-lid. From 
the hinder part of the cye springs a slender tuft of white feathers, 
which h:mg loosely on each side of the neck. The head, neck, and 
upper parts are black, inclining to ash on the fore part of the neck. 
The undcr parts from the breast arc white; thighs dusky. Winge 
extending to the end of the tail, which last is very short. Lege 
dull yellow ; the webs brown. 

In the young, the black of the upper plumage on the head aDd 
nape is varied with some obscure ferruginoUi tints. Below cine
reous, whitish near the vent. The tail tipped with ferruginou.. 
Legs livid. 
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CRESTED PHALERIS. 

(PltalaV ~, TUM. PI. Color. 200 [adult]. BoIUP. BYDO,.. 
p. 426. (in a Dote). .8la crist.tella, P .&LLU, Bpicil. Zool. fuo. Y. 

p. 18. tab. S. LnH. and .8. pygmao., IBID. .8. cristatella, VU!ilLL. 
Gal. Ois. pI. 297. (adult). Crested, or Flat·Billed Auk, LnB. By
aops. iii. pI. 95. fig. 4. [the head]. PBlflf. ArcL Zool. ii. No. 414. 
Black Sttzriki, Hist. Kamt.Jchat.) 

Hr. CH.&R.&CT. - Blackish, beneath ligh~r, the nunp uh-colored; 
a frolltaJ tuft of 6 or 8 feathers curling over the bill; llides of the 
head ornamented with long slender white feathers; ridge of the 
bill scarcely compressed, lower mandible with a groove each side 
from the throat. - The you.ng black, beneath paler; the head with
out tuft; the bill black. 

THIS species, discovered by Steller, inhabits the seas and 
islands betwixt Japan and the north-eastern coast of Asia, 
especially Kamtschatka, and were seen in multitudes about. 
Bird Island, between Asia and America, and no doubt visit. 
the contiguous western shores of America. They roost and 
nest in burrows and fissures of rocks on shore, near the sea, 
and are at such times so tame as to allow of being taken by 
band. 

The Crested Auk ill about 12 inches long. The bill reaemblea 
that of the Puffin, but the upper mandible is more hooked at the 
tip : at the angle of the mouth hangs a callous ftap, the color of that and 
the bill crimson, the tip yellow. On the front an upright crest of 
loug feathers curving forwards. Beneath the eyes a line of white, 
and behind them a streak composed of 4 or 5 slender white feathers. 
Above black, hoary on the ramp, some ferruginous brown spots on 
the back. Beneath dusky brown. The wings extend to the bue of 
the tail, which is black; the outermost feather but one ferraginoas 
-at tip. the outer marked with indistinct dots of white. Legs ,livid; 
the webs dasky. 

NOTJ:. The.8la "'''iqua of Latham, and Pennant, AIeL Zool. 
No.. 430, ill apJNll8ntly a third North American, and Asiatic speciea, 
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having been found on the coat, and around Kamt.chatka and the 
lCuriIe islands. 

The AIICIEIIT An: iB about 11 inches long. The biD an inch and 
a qulLJ1.er; the bue white; from the nostrils to the extremity ble.ck. 
The feathers advance far forward on the bill, and the eyes are set far 
back appart'ntly in the head. Head, sides, and throat deep ble.ck. 
The upper put of the body and wings dusky black. Theunderput 
pure white. Just behind the eyes spring several long narrow white 
feathers, which lie on each side of the neck, meeting at the lower 
put and forming a crescent, theBe are somewhat curled at the origin, 
where they are moat numerous, and can perhaps be erected at will, 
in the manner of a ruft". Legs It inchea long and dusky. The taU 
black, short and rounded. 

CERORHINCA. BONAP. 

WITH the BILL ahorter than the head, much compre~, longer 
than high, even, the bue not much feathered, covered by a callous 
membrane, sllrmounted by a long, blunt, horn·like prace .. ariainc 
mm the base of the bill; both mandibles curved and slightly notch· 
ed at tip; the lower angular beneath, acute; the edges sharp, in the 
upper mandible dilated, in the lower milch bent in at the bue. No .. 
TlULS situated beneath the ear, marginal, linear, perviolls, half cloaed 
by the membrane. Tongue ahort and slender. Head very rOllDd, 
the orbits featllered. FEET placed very far back; the tibia almost 
wholly retracted into the abdomen; tarsus moderately compreaaed, 
rough behind; toes long and slender; webs entire: nails curved, 
&cute, the middle one largest. Wings short and slender, 1st primary 
a little the longest; the secondaries very short. Tail very short, of 
14 rounded feathers. 

The changes and habits most probably similar with those of the 
allied genera. 

It inhabits the coast and the &ea between America and northern 
Asia, and has hitherto been obtained only from the western side of 
thi, continent. 

r 
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WESTERN CERORHINCA. 

(CeTorhiru;a occidcnlalis, BONAP. Synops. p. 428. No. 377. PhokrU 
ctrorhinca, IBID. in Am. Orn. MSS. ined.) 

SP. CHAR.\CT. - Blackish, belly whitish; a few slender, elonge.t.. 
ed white feathers at the corners of the eyes and mouth; bill 
yellow. 

ACCORDING to the Prince of Musignano, from whom we 
derive all we know concerning this rare bird, it is an inhab
itant of the western coasts of North America. 

PUFFINS. (MORMON, flZig. ALCA, Linn.) 

WITH the BILL shorter than the head, much compressed, higher 
than long, at base as broad as the head, transversely and obliquely 
grooved on the sides, covered at base by a wrinkled, cnllou8 mem
brane: both mandibles much curved and notched; the upper with a 
.harp ridge, rising higher than the front: the lower a little shorter 
and obtuse; angles of the mouth margined witi) an extensible mem
brane. NOSTRILS near the cere, marginnl, long, linear, obsolete, 
almost entirely closed by a naked membro.ne. Tongue short, com
pressed, and very acute. The head very round; the orbits naked; 
neck short and thick. FEET placed very far back; the tibia almost 
wholly retracted; tarsus rather slender, carinated above and behipd; 
webs slightly indented; nails much curved, acute, middle one largest, 
the inner one most curved. Wings short, slender and acute; the 1st 
primnry as long, or a little longer than the 2d. Tail short, of 16 fea
thers, the middle and outer shortest. 

The sexes n1ike in plumage; and tile young diEer but little from 
the adult, except in the smaller and smoother bill. They moult 
twice in the year, but the colors undergo very little change. The 
young are at first covered with a long down. 

The Puffins inhabit the cold and hyper boreal regions, associating 
in large flocks, keeping at no great distance from the shores, and 
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zetlriDtr at Dlght and in nonDy weather into burrowl at eleftll oC rocb, 
in which ILlso thoy breed in dense societies, genernlly digging ouf 
holes in which to nest with tho Ilid of their bill and claws; laying 
but a single largo egg: thoy are affectionate parents, and boldly de
fend their young, They are seen flying among the rocks only when 
enga.ged in feeding their brood; after they are lOU d. the whole 
community often migrate to other places, and in winter they pa.rtilLlly 
proceed to milder climates, They swim and dive with tho utmost 
dexterity, and wlLlk better than the allied genera, though not well; 
their flight is ILlso short and contracted, they skim low over the wa.
ter, assisting their progress by striking the surface with their feet, 
and rarely rise to 3J\y greater height. They feed on crustacea, mol
lnsca, and other small marine animals, lIS well lIS on some sea-weeds, 
and cut their food with their sharp bill previous to swlLllowing it. 

The Puffins arc found in the high latitudes of the whole northern 
hemisphere. There are only 3 well ascertained species, and the 
whole exist in North America. 

TUFTED MORMON, OR PUFFIN. 

(Mtmruna c:i,.,.ltGtu, T •••. Boup. SynOpi. p. 419. No. 878. .il«J 
eirrAata. PULAS, Spicil. Zool. fUcic. v. p. 7. tab. 1. LATH. I. 
Tufted Auk, P.lflf. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 225. No. ~. BuJ'l'. PL 
Enlum.761. FrGteretdG cirrAata, VI.ILL. Gal. de, Ois. pI. 296. 
[adult].) 

S,. CHAIlACT. - Bla.clr.iah, quill ,hafts white; eye-browl white, peD
dently tufted behind ; the bill moderately comprened, furnished 
at hue with a horny sheath, upper mandible only, grooved.
In the yuag the bill is Imooth, and the head deltitute of orna
ments. 

THIS singular species inhabits the shores of Kamtschatka, 
the Kurite and other tntervening islands between Asia and 
America, on the western coast of which they are also not 
uncommon in the winter. According to Mr. Audubon, an 
individual of this species has been killed at the mouth of 
Kennebeck river, in Maine. In its manners it resemble. 
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the Puffin. Pa.seing the day chietly at sea, in the Yicinity 
of the rocks, into whose clefts, or the burrows they con truct 
for themselves, they retire at night j these also are their resorts 
for breeding, and different from others of this tribe, are said 
to make a nest of marine weeds lined with feathers, in which 
they deposit a single white egg in the latter end of 1\1ay or 
beginning of June. They are monogamous j and are said 
to bite fiercely when taken. Their food consists of small 
crustacea, crabs and shrimps, as well as shell-fi h which 
they force from the rocks with their powerful bills_ 

The beautiful silky lateral tufts of feathers which orna
ment the head of this bird are greatly esteemed hy the rude 
natives as an object of decoration. Their skins are em
ployed by the inhabitants of Kamtschatka as an_ article 
of clothing, for which they are fitted by seaming together_ 
The eggs are also commonly eaten, but the flesh is hard and 
insipid. 

The Tufted Mormon, is about 19 inches in length; the biJJ It 
inches, and the same in depth at the base, crossed with 3 furrows; its 
colors a fine red, yellow, and corneous. Irids yellowish-brown. Fore
head, sides of the head and crun, wrute. Over each eye arises a 
tuft of feathers 4 inches or more in length, wruch falli elegantly on 
each side of the neck, extending almost to the back; these arc white, 
but buff yellow towards their extremities. Thc rest of the plumage 
is black, paler on the under parts, and inclining to cincreous. Tail 
very short. Legs brownish-orange. The fCl1Ulle is somewhat less, 
and said to ho.ve only two furrows across tile bill in plnce of three, 
and the superciliary tuft is smaller • 
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LARGE-BIT.LED PUFFIN. 

(MernIoa~, LUCH. Bo_n. SYDOptl. p. 430. No. 879. TUM. 

Man. d'Om. ii. p. 938. in a DOte.) 

Sr. CH.Ul.t.CT. - Black, beDeath white, with a broad black oollar ; 
the bill exceedingly high, moderately compreBled; both mandibles 
with at moat two grooves before the Dostrils; the lower mandible 
much curved. -In the?JUKflll the bill i8 much smaller, and IIC&rCely 
grooved. 

THIS species, which I know only from the indication of 
Temminck and the Prince of Musignano, is said to inhabit 
the Arctic parts of both continents; and is not uncommon 
in winter on the coasts of the United States. It is also a 
rare and accidental visiter in northern Europe. Its plum
age as well as habits are probably very similar with thoee of 
the Puffin. 
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PUFFIN, OR COULTERNEB. 

(MfII"fTIQII arctictu, ILLIGER. DOllAr. Synopl. p. 430. No. 380. M. Irq... 
tercula, TEIIJII. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 933. .8lec arctica, LUII'. GJIIEL. 

SYlt. i. .p. 4. LATH. Ind. ii. p. 792. sp. 8. .8. la/mu/ora, LATH. 
Ind. ii . • p. 4. and .8. tUieata, BRUNI'. Om. Boreal. No. 104. [the 
young). u MtJC4reuz, BUFF. Ois. ix. p. 856. t. 26. ID. Pl. Enlum. 
275. [adult). EDWARDS. tab. 856. fig. 1. Puffin, PEn. Brit. 
Zool. p. 135. t. H. Arct. Zoo!. ii. No. 427, and 428.) 

Sr. CHARACT. - Black, beneath white; a broad black collar round 
the neck; bill red, much compre88ed, both mandiblel with at 
least three lateral grooves before the nostril., the lower mandi
ble but liUle curved. - In the young, the bill is yellowilh-duHy. 
and even. 

THE Puffin is a general inhabitant of the cold and io
element regions of the whole northern hemisphere. OIl 
the coasts of northern Europe they are met with to the leT 
Sea. They are found ia Iceland, Greenland, Spitzbergen 
and the Feroe Ieles; on the ecast of Kamtsehatka and the 
Kurilee they are also common. In the tem, erate climates 
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of Great Britain, as well as in the Shetland and Orkney 
Isles, they likewise breed in large communities; as, at the 
Farn Isles off the coast of Northumberland, Priestholm 
Isle, near Anglesea, the slJlall islands off St. David's in 
Wales, the Isle of Wight, the cliffs of Beachy Head, Dover, 
Scarborough, and in the vicinity of Holyhead. They were 
also found by Audubon on the sterile and dreary coast of 
Labrador, but not beyond Brador; they also probably inhabit 
the coasts of Newfoundland, and in the winter are seen 
in great numbers in the Bay of Fundy. They are little 
more than stragglers on the coast of New England, but p~ 
ceed in the course of the season as far soutn as Carolina, 
according to Catesby. In Europe they are also seen on the 

. coasts of Andalusia in Spain. 
In England, at Priestholm Isle, they are seen in flocks 

innumerable. They assemble and begin to visit the island 
early in April, but do not commence their incubation until 
the first week in May. They make no proper nest, but 
burrow deep holes in the loose earth, in the labor of which 
both male and female unite, forming excavations three or four 
feet in depth. As this labor is very considerable they some. 
times content themselves with the deserted burrow of the 
rabbit, and probably at times dislodge tI~e owners fOr this 
coveted convenience. They lay a single whitish colored 
egg on the bare mould of their den. The young are hatch
ed by the beginning of July, and are attentively fed by the 
assiduous parents who are now seen busily engaged fishing 
fOr them, and bringing their prey in the bill, until they are 
10 far grown as to feed and defend themselves. About the 
close of August they all go off in a body to a single bird, 
and indeed, so completely, that they desert the young ODes 
which are hatched late, leaving them a prey to the Falcon, 
and other rapacious birds who watch for them at the mouths 
of their holes. Yet notwithstanding this apparent neglector 
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their YOUDg at this time, when eyery other instinct is merged 
in the desire and neeeaeity of migration, probably after food, 
no bird is mOTe attentive to them in general; since they 
will suffer themselves to be taken by the hand, and use every 
endeavor to save and screen their young, biting not only 
their antagonist, but, when laid hold of by the wing , inflict
ing bites on themselves, as if actuated by the agonies of 
despair; and when released, in tead of flying away, they 
hurry again into the burrow to thoir cherished young. 

The Puffin, es entially aquatic in its nature and habits, 
makes no great progress in the air, taking wing with diffi
culty; and it walks on the whole length of the leg and foot 
with a wriggling awkward gait. In tempestuous weather 
they seek shelter in caverns, the hole of the neare t rocks, 
in their burrows, or in the rabbit holes on the beach, in 
which they do e till the return of calmer weather. Though 
accustomed to the severest cold, they are unable to brave 
the storm, and when overtaken by it are often drowned, and 
cast dead on the shore. Their food consists of various 
kinds of small fish, particularly sprats, the smaller kinds of 
crabs, shrimps and sea-weeds, and it is not improbable but 
that their sudden migrations are regulated by the pre ence or 
absence of certain kinds of fish on which they delight to 
feed. They are excessively rank in flavor, yet the young, 
preserved with spiccs and pickled, are by orne people much 
admired. They are e,'cn potted at St. KiJda and elsewhere, 
and sent to London as rarities. 

Though pertinacious in attachment to their favorite breed
ing places, they have ometiroe been known to desert them 
in a very unaccountable manner. At the great isle of Arran, 
Galway Bay, in Ireland, the stupendous cliffs to the south
west of the islanrl, which from time immemorial had been 
the place of resort, or rather the natural habitation of such 
numbers of Puffins, as is almost incredible, was at once de-
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eerted on the 24th of June, by the entire species, who thus 
abandoned their eggs and young, and went oft' to sea. The 
like incident is said to have happened fOrty years previous 
Uld DO reason could be assigned fOr this extraordinary 
cJereliction. 

Among the enemies of the Coultemebs is sometimes the 
piratical:raven, who makes bold to oft'er battle; but as soon 
as he approaches, the defender of the premises catches hi~ 
UDder the throat with her beak, and sticks her claws into 
his breast till he sereams out with pain and tries to get away; 
but the Coulterneb retains her hold, and tumbles him about, 
till both frequently fall into the sea, where the aggressor is 
drowned, and the Puffin returns in triumph to her nest. But 
mould the raven at the first onset, get hold of the Coulter
neb's neck he generally comes oft' victorious, killing the 
mother and feasting on her eggs or young. The fishermen 
sometimes draw them out of their burrows by introducing 
the hand into the hole, which is seized by the bird, who 
suft'ers himself to be pulled out rather than lose his hold. 
Their bite is however very severe, and they can, when irri
tated, take out a piece of flesh from a man's hand without 
any extraordinary eft'ort. When reared IUld domesticated 
they become quite tame, and in the end familiar. 

The length of the Puffin ia a little over 12 inche.. The half ~ 
tihe bill adjoining the head is lead-blue, the other part to the tip, red.. 
The cornera of the mouth are puckered so &I to form a kind of ltu. 
The upper mandible with 4 furrowI, the under with 3. The in" are 
hue!. Orbit. red. Above the e:ve ia a triangular caIloul protuber-
1DCe, beneath an oblong one. The top of the head and whole upper 
partB are black, puaing round the neck in a collar, The Bide. f1i 
the head and all the under part. are pare white. The chin in some 
ia grey, in othera white, the cheeb are also grey. Qailll dWlky. 
Tallmon. Lega and feet orange; claw. black, the inner one mach 
hooked. 
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AUKS. (ALcA, Linn.) 

The BILL robust and shorter than the head, compreued, broad aI 
the bue, higher in the middle, feathered to the nostrils, tumid, 
grooved and plaited on the Bides, hooked at the point; upper mandi
ble convel:, strongly curved from the middle, hooked and acute at 
the tip; the lower gibbous below the point, shorter and obliquely 
truncated; the feathers of the face advancing to the middle of both 
mandibles. NOSTRILS medial, marginal, abort, linear, pervious, half 
closed by the feathered membrane, and acarcely perceptible. TortgU 

thick, oblong and acute. Head depressed, n!1rrowed before, and 
rounded behind. Tibia much retracted; tarsus rather robust, carin
ated on both sidea; wt'bs entire; nails moderately curved, acute, 
the middle one largt'st. Wings short, aud acute; quills sharp pointed; 
lBt primary longest; secondaries very short. The tllil composed 01 
12 or 16 acute feathers. 

The sexes similar in their plumage. The young have smaller and 
nearly even bills. They monlt twice·in the year, changing the ca
lors of the head. Tbe feathers sbort. 

The true Auks live out at sea, not far from tbe shore; those that 
have the ability, fly rapidly, though usually but for short distancell, 
and generally dive the inatant they aligbt; they are very dexterous 
beneatb tbe water, pursuing their prey with great certainty and 
address, making use of their wings as powerful oars. Tbougb they 
walk awkwardly, tht'y yet sometilllt'a proceed swiftly. They breed 
in large companies in caves and clefts of rocks, wherc they also 
retire for shelter and repose. They lay but a single disproportionately 
large egg; and the young arc fed by regurgitation for a considerable 
time, and also after leaving tbe eyry. They feed on fiabcs and small 
marine animals, wbich they obtain chiefly by diving. 

These are cbiefly arctic birds: the genus comprt'henda two widely 
different and appa.rently incongruous specieB; one of which, \.he 
largest of thc naturalordef to which it belonj[s, .carcely ever leave8 
the arctic circle. 
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RAZOR-lULL. 

(.8lea tortia, LllfI", GMEL. Byllt. i. p.551. sp.l. L.UR. Ind. ii.2. sp.5. 
Bonp. Synops. p. 431. No. 381. TE ••. Mao. d'Om. ii. p 988. 
I.e Pingouin, BUFF. Oi9. ix. p. 390. t. Zl. ID. PI. EnlulD. 1003. 
[81lJDIDer dress]. and 1004. [winter plumage]. Razor-Bill Auk, 
P,JNN. Arct. Zool. ii. No. 425. EDWARDS, Glean. tab. 358. fig. 2. 
Alca pica, GMEL. i. sp. 2. .!l. mi·nor, BRI3S. vi. p. 92. t. 8. fig. 2. 
[young male]. .!llea unisuiMta, BRUNN. Orn. Boreal. p. 23. No. 
102. Black-Billed Auk, LATH. 8yn. vi. p. 3'JO. PJ:l'IN. Arct. 
Zool. ii. No. 426. Ia. Brit. Zool. p. 137. t. H. 1. [young after the 
filBt moult]. .!l. baltAica, BRVI'N.Orn. Boreal. p. 25. sp. 101. 
[winter drt'ss].) 

SP. CnARAcT. - Black, bt'neath white; wings capable of flight, 
when folded {·xtending to the rump; tail moderatt>, wedge-shaped, 
composed of 12 feathers. - ildult, the bill with 3 or 4 lateral 
grooves. SU1ltm"T plumage, with the whole head black; a white 
line from the bill to the eye. In the young the biJI i8 even. 

THE Razor-Bill, is another of those gregarious marine 
birds which dwell amidst the wildest scenes of nature, IUld 
penetrate into the most dreary hyperboreal climates through
out the whole of the northern hemisphere. They abound 
in the north of Europe, as far as Iceland and Greenland. 
And in America swarm on the bleak and barren coasts of 
Labrador. From the White Sea they extend their colonies 
along the Arctic Asiatic shores, to Kamtschatka and the 
gulph of Ochotsk. They also penetrate into the interior of 
the Baltic. In the winter sea..~n, the young, migrate into 
the Mediterranean, being seen along the coast of Candia 
and Crete, and are very common in the Bay of Gibraltar. 
They also visit the coasts of France and Holland at the 
same season. Small groups of from 10 to 12 proceed along 
the coasts of the Unifed States as far as New York j. in 
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llevere winters remaining in deep water, but they are by no 
means common, and scarcely ever seen in Massachusetts 
Bay. 

Like most of the birds of this family, they have a steady 
predilection for their ancient eyry. From time immemo
rial they resort to the same rooks and coasts, and there are 
but few places, sufficiently desert, rocky and inaccessible, 
suited to their furtive habits, and marine food. One of their 
great resorts in England, are the Needle-rocks and other 
precipitous clift's, 80 dangerous to the shipwrecked mariner, 
which flank the romantic Isle of Wight. As curious and 
striking works of nature and instinct, theile, and the birds 
which frequent them afford an interesting spectacle in May 
and June. The Razor-Bills are here in such numbers that 
• boat full might be killed in a day; and the eggs beiog 
esteemed a delicacy, particularly Cor sallads, the fishermen 
and other indigent and adventurous inhabitants traverse the 
precipices in search of the pickle Samphire, and the eggs 
of the Murre. Some of these stupendous cliffs are 600 feet 
above the yawning deep which lashes and frets them into -
gloomy caverns. Seaward they present rugged and deepIJ 
indented clift's, on whose rude shelvings and ledges, the birds 
urange themselves by thousands, and without further prepa-
ratioo lay their eggs, which lie as it were strewed without pr~ 
caution by huodreds in a row, no way attached or defendecl 
by the rooks, so that in a gale of wind whole ranks of them 
are swept into the sea. To these otherwise inaccessible 
deposits the dauntless fowlers ascend, and passing intrepidly 
&om rook to rock, collect the eggs, and descend with the 
AIDe indifference. In most places, however, the attempt is 
made from above. The adventurer is let down from the 
Ilope contiguous to the brink of the cliO", by a rope, .... 
Woed by a single assistant, who lowering his companion, 
depends on his personal strength alone to support him; 
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which if failing, the fowler is dashed to pieces, or drowned 
ill the sea which roars and heaves below. 

This ~ene, on the coaat of Dover, is most graphically de
scribed by that immortal bard, who delighted to hold' as 
't were the mirror up to nature.' 

---How fCllrful 
And dizzy 'tis to Cll.8t on()'s eycs so low! 
The Crows, and Choughs* that wing thc midway air, 
Show scarce so gross Il.8 beetlcs : - Half way down 
Hangs one that gathers Samphire, dreadful trade! 
Methinks, hc seems no bigger than his head: 
The fishermen, that walk upon the beach, 
Appear like micc; and yon tall anchoring bark, 
Diminished to her cock, her cock, II. buoy 
Almost too small for sight. The murmuring surge, 
That on the unnumbcred idle pebbles chafes, 
Cannot be heard so high; - J 'lllook no more; 
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight 
Topple down headlong. 

In order to study the habits of these marine birds, the 
celebrated Edwards spent several days among these terrific 
and romantic rocks. If a cannon was fired, the air was 
dar elled with a black cloud of the cliff birds which issued 
by thousands from every hole and cranny as if summoned 
into sudden existence by the work of enchantment. They 
fly about in silence near to the surface of the sea, perform a 
few circuits; and, on the removal of the cause of alarm, 
return soon to their eyry, or alighting on the waves, dive 
out of the way of harm, until well assured that no enemy 
is near. 

The egg of the Razor-Bill is very large for the size of 
the bird, being about at inches long, pointed towards the 

• In IlII probnbility tho very birds tn question, Murres ond GuiIJemotJI, rntherthan 
either tllC one or tile other bore tntro/luted. 
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BtDaller end, pure white, or sometimes yellowish, largely and 
rather uniformly blotched and streaked with very dark 
brown, but principally towards the larger end. They lay 
but one, except when robbed of the first, and if this i taken 
they \\"ill sometimes gil'e a third. These birds, which Mr. 
Audubon found breeding in great numbers on the coast of 
Labrador, generally took posses~ioll of the mo t rugged and 
precipitous isles, in the deep indentations and fi sures of 
which they crowded, and deposited their egO's as near to
gether as distinct proprietor8hip would admit, commonly 
upon a nest of pebbles, artificially collected together, under 
and between which the dripping waters and melting ice 
thus pas ed without ever coming in contact with their eggs. 
The Murre sits on her nest ill an upright posture, and 
with her head facing the wind. The young are fed by re
gurgitated food until they attain a con iderable size; after 
which the small fi ~h, 0/1 which old and young principally 
feed, are merely lait! before them. They leave their rock, 
or nest when about half grown, and then immediately com
mence fishing for themselve. Thou and of these birds 
are here seen breeding on and about the same Tock.-

The flight of the Razor-Bill is rapid, and according to 
!\fr. Audubon, sometimes e\'en greatly protracted, but low 
abo"e the surface of the water, and sustained by a con tant, 
stiff and short flapping of the wings. It dive to great de pilis, 
and swims under the surface with con iderable velocity, 
using its wings as flattened fins, and in this manner, like 
the Divers, they may be seen pursuing and seizing their 
prey, Besides Labrador, !\fr. A. found that theyoccasion
ally bred In the island of Grand !\fanan, the Seal Islands, 
and others situated in the entrance of the Bay of Fundy. 
Though they walk and run awkwardly, they remove swiftly, 
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and can easily escape from place to place. The bite of the 
old bird, like that of the Puffin, is very severe. The fish
ermen of this region call them the Hawk-Billed Murre. 
Their flesh is quite palatable, although very dark, and much 
employed by the Greenlanders, according to Crantz, form
ing their chief subsistence during the months of February 
and March. They are killed with missiles, cha ed and 
driven ashore in canoes, or taken in nets made of split 
whalebone. They also use their skins for clothing. The 
eggs are everywhere accounted a delicacy; and the feathers 
of the breast are extremely fin e, warm and elastic. For 
the sake of this handful of feathers, according to Audubon, 
thousand of the e birds are killed in Labrador and their 
bodies strewed on the shore. The islands between the small 
port of Little Macatine and Brador, abound with these and 
other allied marine birds, whose eggs are collected by the 
inhabitants of Nova Scotia. For this purpose, they com
mence by trampling on all they find laid, and the following 
day begin to collect those which are newly dropped; and 
Buch is the abundance of the eggs, that Mr. A. fell in with 
a party of three men, who, in the course of six weeks, had 
collected 30,000 dozen, of the estimated value of 400 pounds 
sterling I Beyond Brador the Murres and Puffins were no 
longer found. 

The length of the Razor-Bill is about 15 inches IlCcording to Tem
minck, and 18 by Pennnnt nnd Montagu! In the winter plurrw.g. 
of the adults, the summit of the head, nape, sides of the neck nnd all 
the other upper parts are of a deep black. A longitudinal band of 
white divided by brown spots, extends from the middle of the bill to 
the eyes. Quills blackish-brown. The secondaries tipped with 
white. Throat, forepart of the neck, breast, nnd all the lower parte 
pu.re white. A space of white spotted with ash occupies the side. 
of the occiput, and there is a narrow black stripe behind the eyel. 
The bill black, marked with 3 or 4 grooves, of which the middle one 
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£0l'1li8 & t.ransverle white bead. Iui_ of the bill livid yellow. Id. 
hrifht breWD. Feet blackillh-uh. 

n.!fOII'V '!I the year, resemble tile adultll in winter pllllllllp; 
but the bill is smaller, and not grooved with white. The summit of 
the head and nape is of an uhy-black. All the lower partII are 
white; thi. white, however, is clouded with uh, which prevu 
equally upG'R the aides of the oeck &JUI towards the occiput, where 
this color advances in the form of au qle. The bill is amall, very 
little elevated, deprived of the groove and Bcarcely hooked at tile 
point. The iris also blackish. It is then .lib piea of GKEl.llf and 
othi!ra. 

In tke summer plumage, the narrow band which goes from the bill 
to the eye8 is very pure white. The eheeks, throat and superior por
DOlI. of the forepart of the neck is of a deep black, appearing shaded 
"ith a light tint of reddish. beide of the bill bright yellow, the re.t 
.. in winter. 
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(Alca impennil, LIIIN. Faun. Suec. No. 140. LATH. Ind. Om. ii. p. 
'191. BOlfAP. Synopl. p. 432. [in note] . Tu •. Man. d'Om. ii . 
p. 939. U Grand Pillgouin, BOFF. Oi •. ix. p.893. t. 29. 10. 1)1. En
lum. 367. Great Auk, EDWARDS, tab. 147. PEn. Aret. Zoo!. 
ii. p. 220. [4to.] No. 424. 10. Brit. Zool. ii. No. 229.) 

Sr. CBAlUCT. - Black, beneath white; wings extremely ehort, and 
uaeJeu for flight : tail short and rounded, composed of 16 feather.. 
- Adult with the bill grooved. Summer plumage, with the whole 
head and throat black; a large white spot on each .ide of the hue 
of the bill. In the young the bill is even; and there is no white 
tpOt on the front. 

TOE Great Auk, or Northern Penguin, inhabits the high
est latitudes of the globe, dwelling by choice and instinct 

47 
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amidst the horrors of a region covered with eternal ice. 
Here it is commonly found upon the floating masses of the 
gelid ocean, far from land, to which alone it resorts in the 
season of procreation. In this cheerless climate, 

Ocean itself no longer can resist 
The binding fury; but, in all its rage 
or tempest taken by the boundless frost, 
I. many a fathom to the bottom chain'd, 
And bid to roar no more; a bleak expanse, 
Shagg'd o'er with wavy rocks, cheerless, and void 
Of every life, that from the dreary months 
Flies conscious southward. 

Deprived of the use of wings, degraded as it were from 
the feathered ranks, and almost numbered with the amphib
ious monsters of the deep, the Auk seems condemned to 
dwell alone in those desolate and forsaken regions of the 
earth. Yet aided by all bountiful nature he finds means to 
subsist, and triumphs over all the physical ills of his condi
tion. As a diver he remains unrivalled, proceeding beneath 
the water, his most natural element, almost with the velocity 
of many birds in the air. He thus contrives to vary his 
situation with the season, migrating for short distances, like 
the finny prey on which he feeds. In the Ferroe isles, Ice
land, Greenland and Newfoundland, they dwell and breed 
in great numbers.. They nest among the steepest cliffs of 
islands remote from the shore, in the vicinity of floating ice, 
taking possession of caverns, the crannies and clefts of 
rocks; or they dig for themselves deep burrows in which 
they lay their only egg, about the size of that of the Swan, 
whitish-yellow marked with numerous lines and spots of 
black, which present to the imagination the idea of Chinese 
characters. They are 80 unprolific, that if this egg be 
taken away, they lay no other that season. Their time" of 
breeding is June and July. 
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The Auk is known sometimes to breed in the isle of St. 
Kilda; and in Papa Westra, according to Mr. Bullook, for 
several years past no more than a single pair had made their 
appearance. They feed on large fish,· and also on some 
marine plants, as well as those which grow on the rooks 
contiguous to their holes or burrows. The young birds tear 
up the roots of the Rlwdiola ro.ea. Many are said to breed 
on the desert coasts of Newfoundland, where they have 
been seen by navigators, though not reoontly. According to 
Pennant, the Esquimaux, who frequented this island made 
clothing of the skins of these birds. The older ones are 
very shy, and but rarely venture to the shore, on which they 
walk badly, though the young are not unfrequently met with. 
When fed in confinement, it expresses its anxiety by raising 
and shaking the head and neck, and uttering a gurgling 
noise, but appears to be on the whole, essentially dumb, as 
well as deprived of flight. 

The length of the Northern Penguin is about 8 feet, or under. Sum
mer dr .. : in front of the eyel, on each lide the hue of the bill, 
there is a large white spot. Head, nape, back, winga and tail deep 
black. Throat, npper parta, and aidel of the neck black, shaded with 
dnll brown. Flanks deep ash color. All the lower parts pure white, 
this white color terminating in a point upon the fore part of the Deck. 
The leuer quill feathers tipped with white, producing a bar on the 
wing. Bill black and wide; upon the base of the upper mandible 
there is a very deep groove; at the point 6 others with a white ground; 
there are 8 or 10 other. with a similar ground upon the point of the 
lower mandible. The feet and iris black. The wing is only 4 inchel 
in length. 

• Tile eg./opt_ ' ... p ... , and othe .... 
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CALIFORNIAN VULTURE. 

(CatA4rtu CtIlifumiaraV8, BaKu. SarCOf'ampiitu Califomiafttu, 
VIGORS, Zoot. Joum. ii. p. 375.) 

THIS bird has not yet been discovered to the eastward of 
the Rooky Mountains. According to Mr. Dougtas (in the 
Zoological Journal) it is common in the woody districts of 
California, migrating in summer as far as the 49th parallel i 
but was no where so abundant as in the valley of the 
Columbia between the Grand Rapids and the sea. They 
build in the thickest of the Pine forests, seeming to give a 
preference to those trees which overhang the precipices in 
the least accessible parts of the mountain valleys. The nest 
is large, composed of strong thorny twigs and grass, like 
that of the eagle, but more slovenly put togesher. The 
pair resort to the same eyry year after year, and lay 2 
nearly spherical black eggs, about the size of those of the 
goose. They hatch about the beginning of June, and incu
bate W or 30 days. The young are covered with thick 
whitish down, and remain incapable of leaving the nest 
until the fifth or sixth week. Their food is carrion, or 
dead fish i and in no instance are they observed to attack 
any living animal, unless it be wounded and unable to walk. 
In quest of their prey, they soar to a great height, and OR 

discovering a wounded deer, or other animal, they follow its 
track until it sinks, and then descend upon it precipitately. 

4~ 
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Crowding to the spot where their prey is diaeovered, in aD 

hour they will devour a stag or a horse to a skeleton. Their 
voracity seems insatiable, and after gorging themselves • 
come too sluggish and indolent to remove from the place 
of their repast, perching on the adjacent trees till agam 
aroused by the recurring calls of hunger. Except, however, 
after eating, or while guarding their nest, they are so wary, 
that the hunter can scarcely ever approach them within gun
shot. Their flight is slow , steady and sailing, with scarcely 
any apparent motion in the wings: but they are seen in the 
greatest numbers, and soar highef.lt before hurricanes or 
thunder storms. 

The length of recent specimens was 56 inches. 

THE MERLIN. 

(Faleo tUalon, TJ:KlII. Man. d'Om. i. p. frI. RICH. and SWA.ln. 

North. Zoo!. ii. p. 37. pI. 25. [female.] SELBY, Brit. Om. i. p. 
45. pI. 18. Dubious Falcon, PEIIII. Arct. Zool. No. 112?) 

Sr. CUA.RA.CT. - Above bluish.grey spotted and striped with dusky 
and fel'1'nginous; the head dusky and striped; below yellowish· 
white with oblong spots; cere and feet yellow. - Ftm&tJk above, 
dusky brown barred and spotted with lighter yellowish.brown. 

THE specimen of this well known Falcon of the old 
continent, was obtained by Dr. Richardson at Carlton House, 
in the Hudson's Bay fur countries in the month of May. 
A second specimen, was also killed at the Sault St. Marie, 
between Lakes Huron and Superior. The Merlin often 
nests on the ground, very closely amidst the heath, in the 
uorth Qf ~_ngland j and sometimes they deposit their eggs 
in a deserte<1-i;r~w'8 nest; these are said to be of a plain 
chocolate color. '-Qccasionally they are seen in the vicinity 
of Boston. ' 
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The length 14 inches. (The male about 10 inchealong). The donal 
upect dull, dusky yellowish-brown, varied by spots and short tran.,. 
'feme bars of dull wood-brown. Feathers of the erown centred 
with blackish-brown; the plumage of the neck lighter. On the 
back, wing and tail coverts, the wood-brown forms one or two pairs 
of roundish, ill defined spots on each feather and on the BCapulars, 
bars. The primaries with from 5 to 7 pair of wood-brown spots, 
those on the outer webs small, irregular, and near the shafts. The 
tail paler alld duller than the back, except at the end where it is also 
tipped with soiled white, and crossed by 5 narrow bars of the same 
color. - The throat white; cheeks, sides of the neck and breast, 
brownish-white, streaked lengthways with dark liver-brown. Belly 
and thighs white, with yellowish-brown streaks on the shafts. Flanks 
and wing linings, yellowish-brown with oval white marks. QuiUs 
barred alternately on the inside with dull brown and wine-yellow. 
Under tail coverts white. Bill bluish-black. 2d ~and 3d quill. 
longest. - Feue. 

COMMON BUZZARD. 

(Falco buteo, LIIClI. Buteo wlgaris, RICH. and SWAINS. North. Zool. 
ii. p. 47. pl. Zl. [male.] Plain Falcon, PENN. Aret. Zoo!: ii. p. 
207. No 103? [young female?] F. obsoletus, LATH. Ind. i. sp. 
61.?) 

Sr. eBARACT. - Blackish-brown; the tail darker, cro88ed by about 
7 bars; below dull brown, paler on the belly and spotted, whitish 
on the vent: cere and feet yellow. - Female leu bright on the 
belly, barred with blackish-brown; and with the cere and lep 
bluish-livid. 

THE Common Buzzard, according to Richardson, ar
Tives in the fur countries about the middle of April : soon 
after it builds its nest, and having reared its young, departs 
about the end of September. It haunts alluvial lands by 
the banks of streams, where on the bough of a tree it sits 
watching patiently for the approach of some diminutive 
quadruped, bird or reptile. On espying its prey, it glides 
of, and sweeping easily but rapidly down, seizes it in it. 
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claws. When disturbed it makes a short circuit, and IIOOn 
settles on some other perch.· Its nest, on a tree, is made of 
short sticks, and sparingly Jined with deer's hair. The eggs 
3 to 5 in number, are equal in size to those of the domesti~ 
fowl, and have a greenish-white color, with a few largedatk
brown blotches at the thick end. It was seen as far north 
as the 57th parallel, and it most probably takes a still high
er range. In France, the flesh is accounted a delicacy and 
much sought after during winter. 

Length of the male Buzzard about 22 inches. - The doraal aspect 
between clove and blackish-brown, the margins of the feathers paler; 
the head and hind part of the back darker, the edge. of the rest of 
the plllJD&il' fading into soiled yellowish-brown. Quills and long 
acapulan. blackish-brown; some obscure ban on the former. Seco~ 

darles and a few adjoining primaries narrowly tipped with brownieh
white. Tail deep clove-brown, with a narrow soiled tiP. cJ'Olllled by 
about 7 obscure ban of a deeper shade, the terminal one an inch 
broad. Urukr w.rface: the cheeks clove-brown; throat white; side. 
and fore part of the neck, and upper part of the breast, dull brocoli
brown, slightly mixed with: yellowish-brown. Belly and thigu 
pale yellowish. brown, indistinctly barred with white. Vent aild 
under tail coverts soiled white. Flanks yellowish-brown, with some 
patches of clove-brown. Tail square, beneath very pale ash-grey, 
crossed by 7 bars of clove-brown. Bill bluish-black. Cere and legs 
yellowish. Bill broad at bue. flatly convex above, muoh comprelllled 
towards the tip, which forms a rather .Iender acute hook. The low
er mandible yery obliquely truncated at the end. The 8cl quill 
IoDgeBt. 

The general color of the f~ similar with that of the male, but 
the black ban on the tail are more distinct; the breast darker, the 
belly less bright, and as well as the lanb .tudded with ebon. ban of 
lilackish-brown. The cere and lege have a bluish livid color. The 
3d and 4th quills are also equal. - Length 26 inchel; tail 10. 
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ARCTIC OR WHITE HORNED OWL. 

.(1ltri:I:~, 1.11'1111. S. (Bilbo) M'clia&,8w .. &.IIfI. and B.ICB~"", 
North. Zeol. ii. p. 86. pl. 82. &riz tllGZima, eapiU 1UIriIo, ~ 
~, or Great Homed White Owl, B~aTIU..·a Travela, p. 289.) 

.sP. ClUlU.cr - White tinced with brown, varied with black __ 
brown bus and linea: beneath brilliant white, slenderly waved aD 

the throat, breut and ftallk.: egrets long, COMJI08I!d of 6 or '1 
feathera. 

0.. this very rare and beautiful bird only one specimen 
Was obtained by Dr. Ilichardson and the Expedition to 
which he was attached. This was seen flying at mid-clay 
m the immediate vicinity of Carlton House, and W88 
hrought down with an arrow by an Indian boy. 

Imperfect and short as may be the description of this 
bird given by Linnwus, there can be no reasonable doubt 
but that it is the present rare and Arctic bird. Three years 
ago, an individual of the same !!pE!cies was observed in this 
vicin ity, also prowling about by day, and remained, in the 
neighborhood for two or three days. 

The length 23i iDchee, I.OOOl'diDg to Ricbardllcm. The tail 86. 
01 the bill fioom. above, 1 inch 9 line.. TIle taraUl 2 iDcheII 8 line&. 
The face white, bounded behind by blaclrish-brown, succeeded by 
white, which two latter colora are continued in a mixed band &Croll 

the throat. The egrets colored at the base like the adjoining plll
mace, the longer feathere tipped with b1ackiah-blown. tbeir iDDer 
'Webe white, varied with wood-brown. Aboft lllenderly waved wit.Ia 
dark umber-brown, and white; the white tinged with pale brown OIl 

the greater wing COftrts, lOMe of the _pulara, and particularly OD 

the neck and lellser wing coverts. The quills wood-brown, white 
along a great portion of their inner webs, and c1'OII8ed by from 5 to 6 
amber-brown baN on both webs, and the interval. apeckled with the 
eaae. Tail feathers white, deeply tinged on their inDet- webs with 
Wood-brown, and croaaed by 6 bua of dark-brown, abollt half _ 
broad u the inte"ening apacell: their tips are white. - Chin white. 
The throat croased by a dark band, behind which there is a large 
apace of pure white, bounded again below on the breut by blotchel 
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or liver-brown on the tipe of the feathers. Belly and flanks white, 
crossed by narrow, regular waving bars of dark-brown. The vent, 
under tail· coverts, thighs and feet pure white. The linings of the 
wings white, with the exception of a brown spot on the tips, of the 
greater interior coverts. Bill and claws bluish-black. lrids yellow. 
Fascial disk small, incomplete above the orbits. Auditory conch 
oval, and without an operculum. Egrets more than 2 inches long. 
Tips of the folded wings, 3~ inches from the end of the rounded tail. 
The 2d and 3d quills longest. 

TENGMALM'S OWL. 

(Strix Tengmalmi, TEMM. Man. d·Om. i. p. 94. VIEILLOT, Gal. des 
Ois. pI. 23. RICHARD. and SWAINS. North. Zool. ii. p. 94. pI. 32. 
Strix passenna, FORSTER, Phil. Trans. 62. p. 385. No.7. New 
species of Owl, PENN. Arct. Zoo!. ii. Supp!. p. GO.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Dusky-brown spotted with white; beneath white 
also blotched with dusky; tail extending far beyond the tips of 
the wings, crossed by 5 llarrUIY lJu.nds of whitc spots; secondaries 
spotted with white on their outer webs. A small species. 

THIS is a small and strictly nocturnal species; and 50 

much 50 that when it accidentally wanders abroad by day, 
it is so much dazzled by the light as to be rendered unable 
to make its escape when surprised, and may then be readily 
caught by the hand. Its nocturnal cry consists of a single 
melancholy note, repeated at the long intervals of a minute 
or two: and it is one of tlte superstitions practices of the 
Indians to whistle when they hear it; and if the bird re
mains silent after this interrogatory challenge, the speedy 
death of the inquirer is augured; and hence among 
the Crees it has acquired the ominous appellation of the 
Bird of Death (ClIePpomesees). According to Mr. Hutch
ins, it builds a nest of grass, half way up a pine tree, and 
lays 2 eggs in the month of May. It feeds on mice and 
beetles. It probably inhabits aU the forests of the fur 
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countries from Great Slave Lake to the United States. On 
the banks of the Saskatchewan, it is so common, that its 
voice is heard almost every night by the traveller wherever 
he may select his camp. 

According to Richardson it. length is 116 incheB, mellll1lJ'ed over 
the crown, while the S. acadica similarly measured giVeB only 10 
incheB. The tail in this species is 5 incheB: in S. tWUliI:tJ only tArN 
incheB. The bill whitish on the ridge and at the tip; but dark·co
lored on the sides. Fascial circle blackish round the orbit. and at the 
base of the bill; the rest of it is white, with black shafts and barbs 
towards its posterior margin. Ear-feathers blackish-brown with a few 
white spots. - .RbtnlB liver-brown. The front thickly dotted with 
round white spots, one only, in general, on each feather near its tip; 
but, in a few, there is an indication of a pair of BPOts lower down. 
(In S. acadica, the white forms linear streaks along the shafts of the 
feathers of the head). Spots on the occiput somewhat distant, larger 
on the back of the neck and shoulders, each spot being restricted to 
the middle of the feather. Only 2 or 3 spots on the back, but many 
on the scapulara. A few distant round spots on the lellllCr wing cov
erts. Coverts of the primaries unspotted, except on their inner webs. 
The quills with 4 or 5 semi-orbicular spots on the margin of their 
outer webs, and as many oblong larger spots, extending to near the 
margins of the inner ones. The outer spots of the 2 first primane. 
are nearly obsolete. The secondaries have 2 spot. on their outer 
webs, and usually about 5 on their inner ones. The tail of the gen
eral color of the upper plumage, crossed by 5 narrow interrupted 
white bands of spots not extending to the shafts of the feathers. 
_ Belovi there is a general mixture of white and dusky-brown, dis
posed in large and confluent spots; the white occupies the lateral 
margiDs of the feathers. Wing linings white with some blotches of 
clove-brown. The feathers of the legs and feet Boiled yellowish-
white, with some obscure brown markings. Conch of the ear partly 
aemicircular, with a long DarroW operculum. The tips of the wings 
when folded are an inch and a quarter shorter than the tail. The 3d 
quill longest, and the 4th is Dearly equal with it. 

NOTE. .Besides the large SPOTTED OWL, (WuptUutha) of Mr. 
Hutchina, which, Dr. Richardson conaiders as a distiDct and valid 
llpecies, 1 have seen in the collection of the Zoological Gardena in 
London a large Owl, labelled, Bl1BO M.lUJll1l from Hudson's Bay. 
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All Eared lpeciel mach paller than 8triz tlirgiwia_, darker, ~ 
maed with fulv01l8, and without the white crescent under the
chin. The irids were also fiery red instead of aulpher or goJ.deD. 
yenow. Whether this species haa yet been published or otherwise I. 
am unable to _y, but leave it to further inquiry. 

LANIUS BOREALIS, _ Richard. and Swains. North. ZooI. ii. p. 
111. pI. 33. [female.] 

l'fOT.. Mr. Swainson on comparing this species with the European 
L. eutlbitor finds that it is obviously larger; the 2d quill is aJao 
shorter than the 6th; the 3d a little shorter than the 4th, and longer 
than the 5th; the 4th being longest; and this disposition of the quills 
prevails equally in both sexes. In L. excultUor the 3d and 4th quills 
are of equal length and the longest, while the 2d is exactly as long aa 
the 6th. 

80 complete, at times, is the resemblance between the Mocking
Bird (Orpkmu polyglaUu) and this species of Laflivs, that it is difli
cult to distinguiah them apart. I have lately heard one (November 
10th, 183S),.employed in a low and soft warble resembling that of the 
Bong Sparrow at the present BeB80n, and immediately after, his note 
changed to that of the Cat-Bird. Like that preeminent minstrel the 
Orpheus, he also mounts to the topmost spray of some lofty tree to 
display his deceptive talent, and mislead the small birds so aa to bring 
them within his reach. Hia attitudes are,also light and airy, and his 
graceful flowing tail is kept in fantastic motion. 

AMERICAN GREY SHRIKE. 

(LafliUl ezcubi:oroilJe." SWAINS. North. Zoo!. ii. p. 115. pl. 34.) 

Sp. CUARAcT.-Deep pearl.grey; beneath whony white; the biD, 
frontal line, and a hand passing over the eye and cheek, black; 
wings short; tail narrow, long wedge-form, black, with a white 
lateral border. 

THIS bird, which in winter is seen in the vicinity of 
Boston, is a more southern species ,in its summer range than 
the L. boreoJis. According to Richardson it does not ad
vance farther north than the 54th parallel; and it attains 
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that extremity only in the meridian of the warm and sandy 
plains of the Saskatchewan, which enjoy an earlier spring 
and longer summer than the densely wooded country lying 
between them and Hudson's Bay. Its manners are similar 
with those of L. borealis. . It feeds much on grasshoppers 
which abound in the plains. Mr. Drummond found its nest 
the beginning of June, in a willow bush; it was constructed 
of the twigs of a wild species of wormwood and dried grll8S, 
and finished with a lining of feathers. The eggs 6 in 
Dumber, were of a pale yellowish-grey, with many irregular 
and confluent spots of oil-green, interspersed with others of 
a smoke-grey. 

Length of the species !Ii inches: of the tail "; bill from above, 
76 lines; tarsus 1 inch. - The head, back, and lesser wing coven., 
deep pearl-grey; the exterior edges of the scapulars and tail coven. 
paler, approaching to greyish-white. A black band commences at 
the notJtrila, anites with its fellow at the base of the upper mandi
ble, and, becoming broader as it paaaes backwards, terminate. obt..e-
11 on the side of the neck; it also includes the whole of the upper 
and under eye-lids, and separates the grey color of the upper puts 
of the head from the white of the lower parte. The primaries and 
t.beir coven. are umber-brown; all the former, except the first or 
spurious one, have a white apace next their quills half an inch in 
breadth; the tips pale, except the 2 next the secondariea, which are 
terminated by a "hite border. Secondaries and their coven. b1ack
iIth-brown, tipt with white. Tail blackish-brown, with a broad white 
border, the 2 centre feathers wholly blackish-brown, the adjoining 
one on each side of them having a minute white tip; and the outer 
ODe baving the whole of its exterior web, and two thirds of its inner 
web white, whilst the others have an intermediate quantity of 
white. - Below ullspotted white, with a t.lnge of grey on the flanke, 
and of broccoli-brown on the linings of the wings. Bill greenish
black. Legs dark rellinoas-brown. The bill rather ahorter and 
broader at the base than that of L. 1H1reslu, but with a sharper ridge 
and a more slender acute point; the lateral tooth very acute. The 
wings short, extending within 2! inches of the end of the tail, 3d 
and 4th primaries longest i 2d scarcely ahorter than the 6th. Tail 
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long and cuneiform, the outermoat feathers being nearly an inch and 
a quarter shorter than the middle ones. 

WHITE-WINGED SHRIKE. 

(Lam ... elega7lB, SWAINSON, North. Zoo!. ii. p. 122.) 

SP. CRARACT. - Clear bluish.grey, beneath UIIspotted white; front
let the same color with the head; a broad white band across the 
wing; a slender and very cuneiform tail, entirely bordered with 
white: 2d quill longer than the 6th, the 4th longest; the tarsus ex· 
ceeding the length of the bill. 

A speoimen of this handsome Shrike exists in the British 
Museum, to which it was presented by the Hudson's Bay 
Company. The particular district of its residence and 
habits are unknown. It is readily distinguished by the 
great quantity of white on the wings and tail, the narrower 
tail feathers, longer tarsi, and less curved claws. 

Length 9 inches 9 lines; tail 4 inches 5 lines; bill from the angle 
of the mouth 11 lines ; from above, 8 lines; wsus 1 inch ~ lines. 
Head and body above clear bluish.grey; the tail coverts somewhat 
lighter; exterior margins of the scapular. nearly white. The lat
eral marks on the head, the wings, with the exception of the white 
parts, and the middle of the tail, pitch·black. The white band on 
the wing lA inches broad, crOBBing the bases of all the primari.ee. 
from the 2d to the lOth, inclusive. The secondaries broadly tipt 
with white; their exterior margins, and the whole of their inlier 
webs (with the exception of a black patch near the tiJIII of the first 
two), also white. The firat primary and the three tertiaries are black. 
The 2 central pairs of tail feathers very slightly tipt with white; the 
2 next pairs broadly tipt with the same j the 2 outer pairs whoDy 
white, except the shafts which are brownish. Below pure white, 
except the brownish tips of the quills and the centre of the tail. 
Bill and legs blackish; the lower mandible not pale at the base as in 
L. borlSliB. 
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OLIVE-SIDED FLY-CATCHER. 

(JIIr.ucie4pG Cooperi, NUTTALL and COOPER, Man. Om. i. p. 282. 
!YrClJ&tlW 1HweaJ.i6, SWUIISOI', North. Zoo!. ii. p. 141. pl. 35.) 

THIS bird appears to have been discovered in the fur 
countries about the same time as in the United States. 
According to Dr. Richardson, the specimen, figured so spi
ritedly in the Northern Zoology of Canada, was shot on the 
banks of the Saskatchewan as it was flying near the ground. 

In 1832, about the middle of June the same pair ap
parently, had again taken possession of a small Juniper 
not more than 300 yards from the tree they had occupied 
the preceding year, about 14 or 15 feet up which they had 
fixed their thin twiggy nest as in the preceding year. It 
contained 4 eggs on which the female had commenced sit
ting; these, except in their superior size, were precisely 
similar with those ofthe Wood Pewee, yellowish-eream color, 
with dark brown, and lavender purple spots, ratber thinly 
dispersed. Being unfortunate enough to shake out the two 
eggs I intended to leave in the nest, the pair bad to com
mence their labors of preparing for a progeny anew; and a 
few days after a second nest was made in another Virginian 
Juniper at a very sbort distance from the preceding. 
The present year, however, they did not return to their ac
customed retreat, and no individual was seen in this vicin
ity. In all places it appears, in fact, a scarce and widely 
dispersed species. 

LITTLE TYRANT FLY-CATCHER. 

(Mracieapa pusilla. 7yrannula puilla, SW~lnoN, North. Zool. ii. 
p. 144. pI. 46. fig. 1.) 

Sr. CH~RACT. - Above olive; paler beneath; orbits and front 
hoary; wings somewhat rounded; lst quill shorter than the 6th 

Digitized by Google 



APPBNDIX. 

and the 2d shorter than the 4th; the bill short and broad, with 
the under mandible pale. A small specie •• 

NOTHING characteristic is known concerning the habita 
of this bird, which. according to Richardson, was seen near 
Carleton House, in the fur countries, the 19th of May, flit
ting about for a few days among low bushes on the banb 
of the Saskatchewan, after which it retired to the shady 
woods farther to the north. Without attending to the 
marks here given in the specific character it would be im
possible to distinguish this bird from the Muscicapa acadica, 
(M. querula, of Wilson). In M. querula, however, the wing. 
are invariably longer, being 3 inches, but in p.silla only 
'J.h of an inch long, and the primaries but J~ longer thm 
the secondaries, while in acadica they are an inch longer. 
According to Swain80n, this new species is also a native of 
the shores of Mexico. 

NOTE. We are acquainted with a third Bmall Bpecies aIlil'd to the 
preJlent and aeadica, but distinguishable by the superior brightne .. of 
its plumage; beiDg olive-green above and on the flanb. Rump, and 
beneath the wings almost sulphur-yellow, with a brightish bar alao 
on the wings. This species doeB not appear to migrate much to the 
north of New York State. 

SHORT-LEGGED PEWIT. 

(JlllUCieap/J Ricltardaonii, NOBIS. Tyrannula Ric1tardaonii, Sw UN

SON, North. ZooJ. ii. p. 146. pI 46. [lower figure].) 

SP. eBARACT. - Olive-brown; bl'neath pale; head with a thick 
incumbl'nt crest; bill black; the 2d and 5th quills equal, the 
ad and 4th I'qual and 10Dgest; tail slightly forked; tarsus very 
short. 

THIS species, so nearly allied to the Pewit (M. fusca, 
Bonap.) was found in the neighborhood of Cumberland 
House in the fur countries, frequenting moist shady woods 
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by the banks of rivers and lakes. Aceording to the BUgge .. 
tioo or Dr. Riehardaon, ita discoverer, it probably exteada 
n. summer ruge to the shores of Great Slave Lake. 

Length 6 inchee 8 linee; the tail 2 inchee 9 lines: the folded 
winge I inches 3 lines; the bill fiom above, I an inch; tamlI 7 t 
liDn. Above hair-brown, very slightly tinpcl with olive-green, 
much darker on the head than ellewhere. Winga and tail liver
brown; the margins of the secondariOl and their coverts, and the 
outer edges of the exterior tail feathen, paler J as if wom. Below 
pale, between oil-green and wax-yellow, the nnder tail coverts ap
proaching to ochre-yellow. Bill blackish-brown. Lep black. Tail 
aD inch longer than the folded wings. The legs and filet much more 
Ilender than in the Pewit. The secondaries and tertiariee are also 
without the broad and distinct paler edgings of the Pewit. 

AMERICAN DIPPER. 

(Ciru:lu ~"u, BWA.llfS. Synops. p.l67. No. 2'7. RICHARD. and 
SWAIIU. North. Zool. ii. p. 1'73. C. Palltuii, Boup. Am. Om. 
iii. pI. 16. fig. 1. NUTTALL, Man. Orn. i. p. 358.) 

SP. C HAllA CT. - Cinereous-grey ;. hl'ad lUId neck blackish-brown.
YOURg, blackish-grey inclining to ash; throat and breast tinged 
with clove-brown, quillB and tail of the latter color, the seconda
ries slightly tipped with white; the bill hom-color; feet fleeh
color. - In the adult the bill id black. 

OBS. A fourth speciee of this interesting genus is known to inhabit 
India. 

THE ROBIN: (Turd., migratoriu,). 

THIS bird, according to Richardson, inhabits every part 
of the fur countries. Nests of the Robin are found as high 
as the 67th parallel i and from the reports of travellers it is 
known to visit the north-west coast of America. It arrives in 
the Mis..'IOuri (in lat. 41 j.o), from the eastward, on the 11th of 
April i and in the course of its northerly movement, visits Sev
ern River in Hudson's Bay about a fortnight later. On the 
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7th of May, in 1827, it was seen at Fort Cbepewyan in lati
tude 5810, and in the distant parallel of 650 , at Fort Franklin 
on the 20th of that month. In tbe 54th degree, tbey begin 
to hatch by the end of May; but 11 degrees farther to 
tbe north, they do not commence incubation until the 11th 
of June. The snow even then partially covers the ground; 
but there are, in those latitudes, abundance of the berries 
of the Alpine Arbutus, Crow-Berry, (Empetrum nigrum,) 
Whortle-Berry and Cow-Berry (Vaccinium uliginolum, and 
V. Vitis idea), besides those of some other plants, which, 
after having been frozen up all the winter, are exposed, on 
the melting of the snow, again to view, full of juice, and retain
ing their original flavor. Dr. Richardson remarks, that the 
notes of the Robin ", resemble those of the common Thrush, 
(Turdus musicus) but are not so loud. Within the Arctic 
circle the woods are silent in the bright light of noon-rlay, 
but towards midnight, when the sun travels near the horizon 
and the shades of the forest are lengthened, the Concert 
commences, and continues till six or seven in the morning. 
Even in those remote regions, the mistake of those natural
ists who have asserted that the feathered tribes of America 
are void of harmony might be fully disproved. Indeed, 
the transition is 80 sudden from the perfect repose, the 
death-like silence of an arctic winter, to the animated bustle 
of summer j tbe trees spread their foliage with such magic 
rapidity, and every succeeding morning opens with such 
agreeable accessions of feathered songsters to swell the 
chorus-their plumage as gay and unimpaired as when 
they enlivened the deep-green forests of tropical climes, that 
the return of a northern spring excites in the mind a deep 
feeling of the beauties of the season, a sense of the bounty 
and Providence of the Supreme Being, which is cheaply 
purchased by the tedium of nine months winter. The most 
verdant lawns and cultivated glades of Europe, the most 
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beautiful productions of art, fail in producing that exhilera
tion and joyous buoyancy of mind which we have experi
enced in treading the wilds of Arctic America, when their 
snowy covering has just been replaced by an infant but 
vigorous vegetation." RICHARDS. North. Zool. ii. p. 177. 

WILSON'S THRUSH. 

(Turdus Wilsonii, BONAP. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 849. &C. MenU. 
minor, SWAINS. North. Zoo!. ii. p. 179. pl. 86. [very accurate].) 

IT appears from Dr. Richardson, that this Thrush, so 
common in New England, likewise extends its vernal migra
tions into the distant fur countries, making its appearance 
on the banks of the Saskatchewan in the month of May. 
That this is the species intended by the Prince of Musig
nano for his T. Wilsonii, appears to us unquestionable, and 
that it is also the long lost and disputed T. minor, appears 
equally certain. But, as Mr. Swainson himself ,;.sstly ae-
knowledges the necessity of some fixed nomenclature, es
tablished either by good figures or passable and intelligible 
descriptions, we retain for the present species, the name 
imposed on it by Bonaparte, adding at the same time, the 
additional distinctive phrase of Mr. S.;- that the 2d, 3d, and 
4th quills are longest, and the 2<1, shorter than the 4th ;. also 
the bill from the angle of the mouth is 11 lines. 

We cannot call to mind any thing which suits the charae-
ter of Swainson's Merula lVilsonii, (" obscure olive-brown; 
beneath whitish; throat and breast marked with dusky 
spots ; " - and "the 2d quill equal to the 4th") except an 
early spring visiter in dark woods, with a very shy and reo 
tiring habit like that of the Hermit Thrush, and of which 
we have no specimen. 
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THRUSH MOCK-BIRD. 

(7Wdtu (ORPREIJS) mendoidu, NOB II. Orp1&eu mendoUlu, SWUK

lair, North. Zoo!. ii. p. 197. pI. 88. Spotted Thrush, LUB. 
Synops. ill. p.~. sp, Ia. Varied ThrU8h, PIU~Ir. Aret. Zool. ii. p. 
3fl7. pI. 15. T. -mus, LUR. Ind. i. p. 881. &p. 18. ?) 

Sr. CR.UlACT. - Blackish-grey, beneath principally reddish-orange ; 
an imperfect black belt extending on the breut ; two orange banda 
on the wings, with the quills exteriorly blotched with the 1I&IDe. 

THIS elegant and rather brilliant species was discovered 
at Nootka Sound, in Captain Cook's third voyage, and both 
8eltes are described by Latham; Pennant has described 
and figured the same male individual. It was found by the 
A.rctic Expedition at Fort Franklin in lat. 651°, in the 
spring of 18-26. It was said to build its nest in a bush, sim
ilar to that of the American Robin. 

Length 9 incht-s 9 lines; the tail a inches 6 lines; the bill above, 
10 lines, from the rictus 1 inch Il lines; tsrsus 1 inch 3 linel.
Above blackish-grey; the head, sides of the neck, and rudimental 
pectoraJ belt, pitch-black. The blackish ear-feathers surrounded by 
a narrow stripe of reddish-orange which extends to the eye-brows. 
Tail greyish-black, a large white spot on the tip of the inner web 01 
the outer feather, and brownish-white spots on the tips of all the 
other feathl'rs, diminishing in size to the central ones on which 
there is merely a minute brownish .pec on their tips. Quills, greater 
coverts, and the adjoining row of lesser ones, liver-brown. Two 
rather broad bands of pale reddish-orange cross the wings. A large 
patch of the same color on the primaries near their coverts, and a 
_lIer one about haJf way to their tips. Tertiaries slightly tipped 
with white. - Chin, throat and belly reddish-orange. Vent white. 
Under tail coverts blackish-grey, l'dged with orange, and largely tipt 
with white. Flanks and axillary feathers blni.h-grey. Bill black, 
pale yellow at the bue of the under mandible. Lega 8esh-colored. 
Bill Itraight, compressed, more slender than in the Robin, but other
wise resembling it. Wings Il inches shorter than the end of the 
tail, 4th quill 10ngeBt; the 3d and 5th nearly equal it. Tail slightly 
rounded. Tarsu. much longer than the middle toe. 
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CA.T-BIRD. (Turdus jelifJOZ, BONAP. Orpl&eus jelifJoz, 
SWAINSON.) 

TslS familiar bird extends its summer residence in the fur coun
tries to the 54th parallel of latitude; and though Hocks proceed in 
the winter as far .outh as the GUlph of Mexico, yet many winter 
&leo in the sheltered swamps of North and South Carolina, where I 
llave seen them abundant in January. It does not arrive on the 
bank. of the Sask&tchewan before the close of May. 

A.RCTIC BLUE-BIRD. 

(Sialia arctica, NOBIS. Erythaca arctica, SWAIIISOII", North. Zoo!. ii. 
p. 209. pI. 39.) 

SP. CSARACT. - Ultramarine-blue; beneath grel'nish-blue, and 
whitish on the lower part of the belly and under tail coverts. 

OF this very beautiful and distinct species, only a single 
specimen was procured by the Arctic Expedition, and this 
was shot at Fort Franklin, near Great Bear Lake in latitude 
64!0, July, 1825. It appeared to be a mere summer strag
gler, and nothing was learnt respecting its habits. It is in 
all probability a Mexican bird. 

Length 7 inches 9 lines; tail 2 inches 9 lines; the bill from the 
rictus 8 lines, from a.bove, 6 lines: tarsus 10 lines; middle to!!' 71. -
Above ultramarine-blue: the webs of the tertiaries, and the tips and 
iDner margins of the quill and tail feathers dull umber-brown. The 
base of the plumage blackish-grey. - Cheeks, throat, breast, and 
insides of the wings greenish-blne, fadiug on the abdomen to grey
ish-white. Vent and under tail coverts white. Tail beneath, and 
insides of the quill feathers clove-brown, with a strong tinge of blue. 
Bill and feet pitch-black. - Bill narrower at base than in thA common 
Blue-Bird, also longer, straighter, more faintly notched and le88 bent 
at the tip of the upper mandible: its breadth is equal to its depth. 
Wings t of an inch shorter than the tail, 2d quill longest; the lit 
and 3d equal. Tail deeply emarginated, the central feathers beinl 
more than half an inch shorter than the exterior ones. 
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YELLOW-RUMP WARBLER. 

(Byl'lJia maeuiosa, BOIfAP. Syl'Dicola nuu:ulosa, SWAllUOlf, North. 
Zool. ii. p. 213. pI. 40.) 

A~THOVGH rare in the United States, it appears, accor
ding to Richardson, that this elegant species is a common 
bird on the banks of the Saskatchewan; where it is as 
familiar as the common Summer Yellow Bird (S. tZstirJa), 
which it also resembles closely in its manners, and in its 
breeding station, but is gifted with a more varied and agree
able song. It frequents the thickets of young spruce trees 
and willows, flitting from branch to branch, at no great dis
tance from the ground, actively p.ngaged in the capture of 
winged insects which now constitute its principal fare. 

In mature specimens the anterior part of the back is pitch-black, 
with the centres of the posterior feathers &180 the same. 

ROSCOE'S WARBLER. 

(Sylma Roscoe, AUDUBOlf, Ornith. Biogr. i. p. 124. pI. 24.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Very dark olive; below yellow; a white streak 
near and over the eye; a broad black patch from the corner of the 
eye passing over the ears; tarsus short. 

THIS species was first discovered by Mr. Audubon in the 
State of Mississippi and not far from the river of the same 
name. It was pursuing its prey of winged insects in the 
upper branches of a tall Cypress, and uttered at short inter
vals a single tld'itt. It has a strong general resemblance to 
the Maryland Yellow-Throat, (Sylvia Trickas), bu~ is 8Uffj.. 

ciently distinct. It is occasionally seen in the New Eng
land States, and particularly in this vicinity, (Cambridge,) 
in the Ilame dark or low bushy thickets and swamps with 
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the Common Yellow-Throat, and probably breeds in this 
quarter, though it is most commonly seen towards the close 
of summer only. Its note, which I have heard, resembles 
in a measure that of its prototype TricAas, but it is much 
more varied and agreeably warbling. Its autumnal twin 
also is louder, deeper, and easily distinguishable from that 
closely allied species. 

The Il"ngthof Roscoe's Yl"lIow·Throat is about 5 and I·8th inches; 
enent of the wings 6t inches; the bill above five twelfths of an 
inch; tarsus one third of an inch. Very dark olive, the margillll of 
the feathers lighter; rump paler. Inner webs of the quills dark 
brown. Bill dark flesh-color, brown at the tip. Feet flesh color. 
Irids pale brown. 

RATHBONE'S WARBLER. 

(Syll1ia Ratlabm&ia, AUDUBOlf, Om. Biog. i. p. 333. pI. 65.) 

SP.CUJ.RAcT.-Pale golden yellow; the back olive; wings and 
tail dark yellowish.brown edged with yellow; feet flesh·color.
The Bexes.nearly alike in plumage. 

THIS elegant new species was discovered by Audubon in 
the alluvial forests of the Mississippi, where he met with a 
single pair, actively employed in the capture of winged 
insects, as they sported amidst the glowing blossoms of the 
aplendid Trumpet-Flower, (Bignonia radicans.) The nest 
and habits of the species, probably a southern one, yet re
main unknown. 

The Rathbone W ubler is about 4~ inches in length; the bill ftoom 
above, 4 lines long; tarsus 7 lines; the middle toe 'an inch. Gen
eral color bright yellow, the upper parts olivaceous. QlliIls and tall 
dusky·brown, the former yellow on the outer webs, the latter mar
gined externally with the same color. Bill yellowish.brown above, 
beneath yellow. Feet flesh-color. Irid. hazel. The 2d quill 
longetlt 
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BLACK-CAP TITMQUSE. 

(P_lItrieGpillu, LIII'If. i. p. 341. .p: 6. Brussolf, Om. iii. p. 551. 
pl. 29. fig. 1. SW.11I'I. and Rloa •• D. North. Zoo). ii. p. M. 
Bo .. p. Synopll. p. 100. No. 157. PtmM pal""",", NVTT. Maa. 
Om. i. p. 241.) 

FOLLOWING the authority of Temminck and Montagu, I 
considered this bird the same as the European Marsh Tit
mouse. I have since seen the bird of Europe in its native 
country. and have good reason to believe it wholly different 
trom our lively and familiar Chicadee. Unlike our bird, it 
is rather shy, seldom seen but in pairs or solitary, never 
in domestic premises, usually and almost constantly near 
streams or water courses, on the willows, alders, or other 
small trees impending over streams, and utters now and 
then a feeble complaining or querulous call, and rarely if 
ever the 'ckicka ike-che.' It also makes a noise in the 
spring, as it is said, like the whetting of a saw, which ours 
never does. The Chickadee is seldom seen near waters; 
often, even in summer, in dry shady and secluded woods; 
but when the weather becomes cold, and as early as Octo
ber, roving families pressed by necessity and the failure of 
their ordinary insect fare, now begin to frequent orchards 
and gardens, appearing extremely familiar, hungry, indigent 
but industrious, prying with restless anxiety into every cran
ny of-the bark or holes in decayed trees after dormant 
insects, spiders and larvm, descending with the ·strictest 
economy to the ground in quest of every stray morsel or 
provision which happens to fall from their grasp. Their 
quaint notes and jingling warble are heard even in winter 
on fine days when the weather relaxes in its severity; and 
in short, instead of being the river hermit of its European 
analogue: it adds by its presence, indomitable action, and 
chatter, an air of cheerfulness to the silent and dreary win-
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ters of the coldest parts of America. Dr. Richardson found 
it in the fur countries up to the 60th parallel, where it even 
contrives to dwell, as in other parts of the continent, through
out the whole year, In the history of its incubation, I re
marked, obsening ,a brood of 7 young birds in the hollow 
of a decayed tree, resting merely on the fragments of rot
ten wood, without the presence of a nest. I have since, 
seen a very soft nest made by the Chickadee, of moss, hair, 
feathers, &c. not much unlike that of P. palustris. The 
brood I met with, therefore, had only taken up their tempo
rary abode in the deserted hole of a small Woodpecker, a 
habit of roosting, hiding and sheltering common both to old 
and young, when occasion requires. 

Besides other differences, the European bird is one inch 
shorter than ours: the bill does not appear to be perfectly 
black; the black not extending so far below the chin; and 
the back not so distinctly bluish-ash. 

HUDSONIAN TITMOUSE. 

(Panu Hud8onicUII, FORSTER, Phil. Transact. Ixii. p. 408,-430. 
LATH. Ind. ii. p. 557. AUDUBON, ie. ined. Pee1u-kekesl&ish of 
the Hudson's Bay Indians.) 

Bp. CHARACT.- With the hcad and nape greyish ruaty brown; the 
back brownish ash color; below greyish-white; a white line be
neath each eye. 

THIS more than usually hardy species continues the whole 
year about Severn river, braving the inclemency of the win
ters, and frequents the juniper bushes,!>n the buds of which 
it feeds. In winter, like the common species, they are seen 
roving about in small flocks, busily foraging from tree to 
tree. It is said to lay 6 eggs. Mr. Audubon met with it 
on the coast of Labrador. 
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Length 6 and 1-8 inchee: aJar enent 7. The head ruf.y.broWD. 
Throat blaak. .Featltere of the back brown, tipped with olive. Plu. 
mage of the breast and belly black, tipped with white. Side. under 
the wings tinted willi ferruginous. Wings dusky; edges of the pri· 
maries cinereous. Tail 'brown, edged with the _ as the quill& 
Legs black. The sexes nearly alike in plumage. 

BARTRAM'S GREENLET. 

(Virts Bartramii, SWA.IIISOlf. North. Zool. ii. p. 285.) 

SP. CHA.ILlCT.- With the plumage of V. oliNutu, but brighter} 
wings shorter, more rounded; the lit and 6th quill. nearly equal, 
the 3d and 4th longest. 

A specimen of this bird was procured by Mr. Douglass, 
on the banks of the Columbia. According to Swainson it 
also exists in Brazil and South Carolina. In V. olivfIUfU 
the 1st quill is longer than the 5th: in the present the 1st is 
shorter than the 5th. V. Bartramii is a very little shorter 
than olivaceus. The latter being 5i inches in length, the 
Bartramii 5 inches and T\ths j bills of both, the same length. 
The wing in olivaceus 3 inches t j in the present 2 inches 
.. ths: the tarsus the same in both. The specific character 
therefore seems to rest on the comparative length of the 
quills: any difference in habits are yet unknown. 

LONG·BILLED GREENLET. 

(V,_ z."giNntrU, SWA.JII80Il, North. Zool. ii. p. 237. [in note.] 
EDWA.RDS, p. 93. pI. 253.) 

SP. CHA.RA.CT. - Plumage of V. olitI&Ccus; the chin margined willi 
a black line; bill lengthened; wings short, when folded, not reach· 
ing to half the length of the tail : the lst quilllhorter than the 4th. 

TillS species, entirely1ropical, i. found to 'be the true West India 
bird, known from its note by the Dame of WAip. Tom-KtJU,. Tlae 

.... 
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Y. oliNC,., baa neyer yet been foand in thoee ieWuU. Accord" 
ing to Dr. Bro~e, who fumi.ehed Edwards with a specimen, &om 
Jamaica, which he hu published, " it hu not many notes, but they 
are loud and Iweet." 

The .ize and general plumage i. similar, according to SwainIon, 
with that of a new species which he term. Vires mrUUf&8 u well"u 
Y. oliMC,." el[cepting that the colore are somewhat duller than 
those of the lut: but it i. esaentially di8tinguished by a narrow line 
of du,sky"b1a.ck, which IlllUgins each side of the chin: - Total length 
6A inches; the bill. from the front sil[ tenths of an inch; the wing. 
2 inches and seven tenths: the tarsus Beven tenths of an inch.-

6B8. We have given this specie. a place in a note thus to complete 
the hi.etory of our own Jamiliar Vires, and with a 8U8picion that it 
occasionally a.1l0 stray. iJlto the fOn!sts of the Southern. States. 

EUROPEAN WAXEN-CHATTERER. 

(Bom6ycillta prnda, B()lU.p. &no Om. pI: 16. fig. 2. RICUUD. and 
SWAIRI. North. Zool. ii. p. 237.) 

DR. Richardson informs us, that this bird appears in 
flocks at Great Bear Lake, about the 24th of May, when they 
feed on the benies of the alpine arbutus, marsh vaccini
urn, and other kinds exposed again to the surface after 
the spring thaw. Another flock of 3 or 400 individuals 
was seen on the banks of the Saskatchewan, at Carlton 
House, early in the same month. In their usual manner, 
they all settled together on one or two tJees, and remained 
together about the same place for an hour in the morning, 
lIlaking a loud twittering noise; and were too shy to be ap
proached within gunshot. Their stay at most did not exceed 
a few days, and none of the Indians knew of their nests i 
though the Doctor had reason to believe that they retired 
ill the breediqg seaaon to the broken and desolate mOUD
t~1imestoDe districts ill the 67th or 68th parallels, where 

Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 

they find means to reed on the fruit of the common juniper, 
80 abundant in that quarter. Mr. Audubon has observed a 
few stragglers of this species in the autumn in this part of 
Massachusetts. 

CEDAR BIRD. 

(BombycilbJ Carolinensi8, BOllAP. Syn. No. 68. B. a1lU1Uana, RICH. 
and SWAINS. North. Zool. ii. p. 239.) 

OF this bird, 80 common in the United States, Mr.l>rum
mond saw small flocks on the south branch of the Saskat
chewan. It likewise frequents the northern shores or Lakes 
Huron and Superior in 'the summer. 

The scarlet wax-like appendages on the secondaries, as 
I have elsewhere remarked, are sometimes conspicuous the 
moment the young bird is fledged. At other times whole 
flocks of young birds may be seen without any vestige of 
these accidental ornaments, and more particularly in those 
which are hatched late in the season. In these birds also there 
is less black about the face, and the whole color is more ob
scure, grey and plumbeous j whether these alter after moult
ing, or blending among others form the plain individuals, 
almost always met with in every flock, remains to be ascer
tained. 

-
CALENDRE LARK. 

(4lavde. calaRdra, LINN. SyBt. p. 288. LATH. iii. p. 382. RrCH.lIDd 
SWAINS. North. Zool. ii. p. 244. Call1Ddra Lark, PENN. Arct. 
Zool. ii. No. 280. The Calandra, EDWARDS, Glean. pI. 268. La 
Calandra, au Grout. 4l6uette, BUFF. v. p. 49. ID. PI. Enlum. 863.) 

SP. CaARAcT. - Dark reddish·brown; a black line from the bill 
pUlling beyond the eye, and a narrow crelcent of the same &CroIIII 

the breut; belly, vent, IIDd throat white. 
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EDWARDS, on the authority of a dealer in birda, wu the 
first who described this bird 88 American; but DO subse
quent author mentions having seen specimens from this con
tinent. There is, however, an individual from the fur coun
tries in the British Museum, presented by the Hudson's Bay 
Company, which, according to Richardson, differs from an 
European example solely in having the bill and tarsus rather 
shorter. This species is common in the southern parts of 
Europe. In Asia it is seen around Aleppo, and is frequent 
in the Tartarian deserts which border the Don and the 
Volga. 

In thiBBpecimen from Hudson'. Bay, the upper plumage is liver· 
brown, with pale margins. The thrOllot, belly, inner borders of the 
tertiaries, exterior ta.il feathers, and the end. of the adjoining pair, 
white; the other ta.il feathers, except the middle pair, slightly tipped 
with the slI.me. Flanks and breast pale brown, the latter spotted 
with umber. A dark brown collar on the anterior bue of the neck, 
and two umber-brown marks on the sides of the same, Bepuated by 
white. Bill greyish, tipped with brown; strong, somewhat com
preBBed, and very slightly curved. The hind claw is long and BtrIIoight. 
- Length 7, inches; the tail 3 inches; the bill above, 9 J.Uu.s; taraus 
1 inch 2 linea. 
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1I0RNED, oll .. SHORE L.ARK. 

(.i14ud4 tOmuta,. WILSON. RICH. and SWAin. North. ZooI. ii. " . 
245. .i. aiputril, LATH: BOIfAP. Syn. No. '158. N"TT. Mu. 
Orn. L p. 455.) 

THIS . handsome Lark · arrives in the fur countries along 
with the Lapland Bunting, with which it. associates, and 
being more shy, acts the sentinel usually. to the whole com
pany in advertising them of the approach of danger. It 
soon after retires to the marshy an.d woody districts to breed, 
extending its summer range to the A,ctic Sea. According 
to Hutchins it nests on the ground', and lays 4 or 5 white 
eggs, spotted w.ith black. Mr. Audubon also found this 
species breeding OIl, the low, mossy and sheltered hills along 

.. the dreary coast of Lilbrador; making a nest of withered 
grass, &.c. sunk a little . below the surface. The male, he 
adds, like &,he Common ~~, .80ars into the air, sings with 
cheerfulness o~er· tJIe resort. of his mate, and roosts beside 
her and bis nest on the ground, having at this season a very 
relDarkabl~ appearance in the developement of the black 
and horn-like egrets. The whole group are spiritedly 
drawn by. Audubon in his most happy and animated style. 
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SNOW-BUNTING. 

rEmberi:uuaimliB, WILSON. E. (PlectropAaftU) taiNli8,MBYlIll. RICB. 

and SWAINS. North. Zoo!. ii. p. 246.) 

THIS harbinger of winter breeds io the northernmost of' 
the American islands, and on. all the shores of the continent 
from Chesterfield Inlet to Behring's Straits. The most 
southerly of its breeding stations in America, according to 
Richardson, is Southampton Island in the 62d paralle", 
where Capt. Lyons found a nest, by a strange fatality, placed 
in the bosom of the exposed corpse of an Esquimaux child. 
It is composed of dry grass, and usually lined with deer's hair, 
and- a few feathers, and is commonly fixed in the crevice 
of a rock, or in the accidental and rude shelter of loose 
stones or fallen timber. The eggs are greenish-white, with 
a circle of irregular umber-brown spots round the larger 
end, and blended with numerous brotches of pale lavender
purple. Well-ciotbed, and hardy by nature, the Snow-Bun
ting even lingers about the forts of the fLJr countries an!! 
open -places, picking up grass seeds, until the snow becomes 

-deep; it is only during the months 0' December and 
January thatit retires to tile· southward of the Saskatche
wan; and it is seen agam there oD, its retum as early as the 
middle of February; two months after which it arrives in 
the 65th parallel, and by the beginning of May it has pen
etrated to the ooast Qf the Polar sea. At this period it feeds 
upon the buds of the Purple Saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositi
folia,) one of'the most early of the- arctic plants. 

As the Snow-Bunting sometimes begins to visit the United 
States in October, it appears pretty certain that some of 
these birds breed, almost, if not quite within the northern 
limits of the Union. And as- stated elsewhere, a nest has 
been found near the rocky summit of the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire. 
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PAINTED BUNTING. 

(Emberim (Plutropkanu) pida, BWAllUOI{, North. Zool. ii. p. 250. 
pI. 49.) 

Sr. CSARACT.- With the head black; a line passing over the eye, 
a small spot on the nape, another on the ears, and a large patch on 
the wing, white; collar and the whole nnder plumage bulf-yellow. 

THIS beautifully marked species was observed associating 
with the Lapland Buntings or Long-Spurs, on the banks of 
the Saskatchewan, in the month of April, but no informa
tion was obtained respecting its breeding quarters. 

Length 6 inches 3 lines; tail 2i inches; the bill above, 51 inches; 
the tarsus 10 linea. Head and sides velvet-black. Three atrongly 
marked pure white stripes on the aides of the head, one bordering 
the chin, another on the eu, and a third above the eye; a less dis
tinct spot on the middle of the nape. Neck above wood-brown; the 
back, and lower rows of wing coverts blackish-brown, broadly edged 
with paler brown; the intermediate coverts pure white, and the upper 
ones entirely black. Quills and tail brownish-black, with narrow 
white edges: the 2 outer pairs of tail feathers white, with their outer 
tips and inner edges brown. Below of an intermediate color be
tween wood-brown and butr-orange. Inner wing coverts white. 
Bill blackish-brown, pale at the base beneath. Lega brown. The 
tail exceeds the tips of the closed wings an inch. 

CLAY-COLORED BUNTING. 

(Emberimptdlid4, SWAIKSOI{, North. Zoo!. ii. p. 251.) 

Sr. CSARACT. - Clay-colored brown, striped with blackish; beneath 
white, unspotted; the head with 8 pale and 2 blackish macular 
stripes; auriculars brownish. 

THIS species, even smaller than the Emberiza pwilla, 
visits the Saskatchewan in considerable numbers. It fre
quents the farm-yard at Carlton House, and is as familiar and 
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TREE-SPARROW OR BUNTING. 

confident as the common House-Sparrow of England. It 
has much the habit of E. pusilla, which differs however, 
from the present by its more robust and cinnamon-colored 
bill, in the chestnut-brown crown and back, &c. 

Length 5 inches 9 lincs; tail 2 inches 8 lines; wing 21 inches; 
the bill above, 4 lines; tarsus 71 lines. Light clay color, or yellow
ish brown; French grey towards the nape; in the middle of each 
feather a dark blackish-brown stripe down the middle, not conspic
uous on the back feathers; these spots are crowded into two stripes 
on the head, between which is a paler line; over each eye is another, 
much more conspicuous, and whiter. Auricular feathers yellowish
brown, with darker edgings, and bordered below with a stripe whiter 
than the throat. Lesser or smallcst wing coverts without spots; the 
row adjoining the greater coverts black, with whitish tips; the rest 
of the covers and quills edged with the same. Below white, tinged 
very slightly with grey, and, on the breast and Ranb, with clay 
color. Bill and legs yellowish, the ridge and tip of the former urn
ber·brown. In the structure and proportion of its wiugs, fcet and 
tail, it perfectly resembles Emheriza BcAamicld'IU. 

TREE-SPARROW OR BUNTING. 

(EmheTi:a call1Uknsis, SWAI1f8. North. Zool. ii. p. 252. Frirtgilla 
~, BOIfAP. Synops. No. 175. NUTT. Man. Om. 1. p. 495.) 

THE Tree-Bunting anives, in small flocks, on the banks 
of the Saskatchewan, in the third week in April, and, after 
a short halt proceeds farther north to breed. Audubon found 
this species breeding in Labrad~r, at which time it sings 
with considerable energy. The nest built in the forks of 
a bush, is made compactly, almost like that of the Yellow 
Bird or American Goldfinch, and the eggs, except in their 
superior size, are similar with those of the Chipping Spar
row. 
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REED BUNTING. 

(EmlJeri%G 8ckmaiculU8, LlNN. Syst. i. p. 311. sp. 17. LATH. Ind. v. 
sp.13. TEIIII. Man. d'Om. i. p. 307. E. "TUfldinaua, GXEL. Sylt. 
i. p. 881. LA.TH. Ind. p. 403. Ortolan de Ro_uz, BUFF. Oia. 
iv. p. 315. lB. PL Enlum. 247. fig. 2. [male.] and 477. fig. 2. (fe
male.] Reed Bunting, Brit. Zool. No. 120. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 368. 
E. LEWIN'S Brit. Birds, ii. t. 75. BEWICK. Brit. Birds, p. & t. 
145. SELBY, l11ust. pI. 52. fig. 5, 6. 8vo. p. 242.-Emheriz& pa-
8erina, LATH. Ind. Om. iii. sp. 14. [young].) 

Sr. CUA.RA.CT. - Black, varied with rufous and grey;. head, chin, 
and throat black; a white ring ronnd the h.ead from the h!Iae of 
the bill; the breast and belly white. - Fe11Ulle, with the h~ ru, 
fous·brown streaked with dusky; no white ring. 

THIS bird, so common in the north of 'Europe, as I leam 
from Mr. Audubon, has been recently killed in the vicinity 
of Harrisburg in Pennsylvania., According to Pennant it is 
found as far north as Denmark. but is rare in Sweden. It 
is likewise common in the south of Russia and Siberia. 

The Reed Sparrow in the north of England, where most 
common, seems to have a predilection for wet and marshy 
tracts near streams, and frequents willows and low bushes 
on which it often perches, conspicuous and familiar, while 
engaged. in. delivering its monotonous ditty, whioh. eensists 
merely of two notes, the first three or four times repeated, 
and the last single and mor~ sharp. This very humble lay 
is sometimes continued from the same spray, for a consid. 
erable time, while the female is engaged in the cares of in
cubation. Nesting and dwelling often in the vicinity of the 
melodious and retiring Sedge-Bird, it has inadvertently ac
quired undeserved credit as a songster to which it was not 
entitled. 

The nest is commonly placed on the ground near water; 
sometimes in a bush some distance from the ground; at oWr 
times in high grass, reeds, sedge, or even among the fur~ 
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at a tonsiderable distance from any water. The neet is 
composed of stalks of grass or other dry vegetable substan
ces, sometimes mixed with moss and lined with fine grass, 
frequently finished with long hair. The eggs 4 or 5, are of 
a dull bluish-white, or purplish-brown, with numerous dark 
colored spots and veins. 

The length of-the Reed Sparrow is about 6 illchel. The head, chin, 
throat, and 80metimel a great portion of the breast, black. From the 
base of the bill commences a 'White ring, whlch grOWl broader be
hind the ears, and encircles the head; the breast often as well as the 
belly white. The aidea grey, marked with a few dark -brown strokes. 
Back black, the feathers widely bordered with reddish~brown, inter
spersed with grey, which latter becomes more prevalent towards the 
romp. Quills and primary coverts dusky, edged with rufous. Tail 
black, the 2 m~adle feathers bordered with rufous, the two exterior 
on each side marked obliquely with a variable proportion of white i 
the sha.fl.s and tips black. The frmude is rather len i with the head 
rufous-brown, streaked with dusky; from each side the under man
dible '" dusky line PaSBeS under the neck, where it joins a bed of that 
color. Behind the eye a light colored stroke, the breast streaked 
with reddish-brown. Rump plain olive-brown. There is no white 
ring round the head. 

WHITE-CROWNED FINCH. 

(Fringilla lew:ophrys, BOBA. •. Synops. No. 167. RICH. and SWA.llU. 
North.Zool. ii. p. 255.) 

THIS elegant species extends its summer visits to the ex
tremity of the continent; breeding in all parts of the fur 
countries, arriving in the middle of May, and departing 
~arly in September to the northern parts of the United States 
to pass the winter. It makes short flights and keeps much 
on the ground, feeding on grass seeds and larvie. The 
male sings, from a low perch a short, clear, and pleasant song. 
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The nest is built on the ground, of grass, and lined with hair ; 
the genes±uly Ii, rIe cf5lf5ndine pale gSf5en, flikJrrWed 
thiekly with pale brown or chocolate-red, particularly at the 
greater end. Mr. Audubon found this species breeding on 
the of Lf5hrad<>L 

(FrinJCilbJ pennsylfXInica, BOl<AP. Synops. No. 269. RICH. and 
nWAltg~ North~ tfool. ii~ 256.) 

THIs species arrives at the Saskatchewan about the mid· 
die of May, f5±kd sprercds throuhhout the fur countries up to 
the to breed. nest madrr the htoundr 
of withered grass, and lined with deer's hair and some feath
errs. Lnothoy nest, u}emd by ±lilr. Rif5u}rdsoe llt GreetL Bear 
Lake was ingeniously lined with bri:ztles of moss 
(Bryum uliginosum). The eggs are pale mountain-green, 
ihickld marbleb with reddiehchroweL On dirtnrbeh 
the female crouches and runs off in silence like a Lark. 
The kkhf51e hLf3 a clLf5f sonh of two or three very distinct 
kroter, helt witLhout 

(Fringilla iliaca, BOKAP. Synops. No. 185. Rlcn. and SWAnn. 
Nr,rrh. Zor,L p. 

THIS handsome Finch breeds in the woody districts of 
the for countrio8 up to the 68th parallel of latitude The 
Lest made a low dry get"", hait rnd fr5rthers, 
and the eggs are 5, of a pale mountain-green tint, marbled 
with iHeguher hrown rpots. 'fhe his 
mate, sings Cheerfully and pleasantly. They llse SOtrtrkf5tLimes 
heard to sing as the spring approaches, in their winter quar-
ters North Lnd SoLth Carolina. 
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BLACK-FINCH, OR. SNOW-BIRD. 

(FringilJa m-zu, LIn. F. tai1lllli8, WILIOlf. NVTT. MID. Om. i. 
p.491.) 

THIs species is merely a summer resident in tbe fur coun
tries, and is not common, nor is it seen apparently beyond 
the 57th parallel. Tbougb tbeir autumnal note is generally 
but a cbirp, we now and then bear an mterrupted warble 
from the young birds, commonly at the instant of contend
ing witb eacb other, or immediately after. 

ARCTIC GROUND-FINCH. 

(Friw,rilla IJTctiea, NOBIS. PyrgitA (PIPILO) arctica, SW.UlfS. North. 
Zool. ii. p. 260. pl. 51. [male.] pI. 52. [female].) 

SP. CBAlUCT.- With the head, neck, and upper plumage blackish 
(in the female ferruginous-brown;) bsc'k, Icapolars, and wing cov
ertI striped with white; lit and 8th quilll nearly equal in length. 

THIS handsome Ground-Fincb was observed only on the 
plains of the Saskatchewan, wbere it no doubt breeds, as 
one specimen was killed late in July. It arrives about the 
close of May, and frequents shady and moist woods, where 
it is generally seen on tbe ground. Its babits, in sbort, cor
respond witb those of the Towbe Bunting, wbicb it so mucb 
resembles in external appearance. It feeds mucb on larvre, 
and is a solitary and retired, but not a distrustful bird. 

The length about 8 inches !) lines; the tail " inches; the folded 
wing Ii inches; the bill above about l an inch; the tarsus 1 inch '1 
line. The head, neck, above and below, scapulars, interacapulars, all 
the wing coverta, and tail, pitch-black; some of the breast feathers 
fiinged with white. A pure white stripe, half the breadth of the 
web, on the outer edge of each of the acapolars and interscapulars, and 
the greater IDd leller coverta tipped with the aame. The 3 exterior 
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pairs of tail feathers tipped intemally with an oval ~ of white. 
the outer pair allIo edged with white. Quills hair-brown, the 2d to 
the 4th inclusive partially edged with an oblique white line, the rest 
narrowly edged with light French grey. Middle of the breut and 
belly pure white. Bides, ftank., and under tail coverts deep and 
bright ferruginous. Inner wing coverts greyiBh-white. Bill black. 
Lega pale brown 

This species differs from F. erytAropt1ud_ in having a amalIer 
bill, with the ridge less arched, the claw. are also more Blender, some
what longer and obvif,ualy 1e88 curved. The tarsi are le88 robUBt, 
and one tenth of an inch shorter. The 1st quill feather is mani
festly longer, the 1st and 8th quill feathers are nearly equal in length ; 
whereu in the Common Ground·Robin the 1st quill i. acarcelyequal 
to several of the secondarieB.-NoTB. The Pipilo tn4CUlGta. BWAIIf
SOIf, of Mexico approaches very near to the present. 

WmTE-WINGED CROSSBILL. 

(LoziAleveoptera, GKEL. BOllAP. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. SfO.) 

THIS species, according to Richardson, inhabits the dense 
white spruce forests of the fur countries, feeding principally 
on the seeds of the cones. It ranges through the whole 
breadth of the continent, and probably up to the 68th par
allel, where the forests terminate. It is usually seen in the 
upper branches of trees, and, when wounded, still clings so 
fast as to remain suspended after death. In September col
lecting in small flocks, they fly from tree to tree in a restless 
manner and make a chattering noise; and in the depth of 
winter they retire from the coast to seek lIbelter in the thick 
woods of the interior. 

Loxia curvirostra, was not observed by the naturalists of 
the northern expeditions in any part of the fur countries. 
It is however described by Forster. In the winter of 1832, 
during, or !lOOn after a severe snow storm, a large ftoek of 
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these uncertain winter visiters were seen in a Red Cedar 
grove near to Mount Auburn in this vicinity. The present 
season, (1833,) accompanied by the White-Winged species, 
a flock of the same birds made their appearance, as early 
as the 11th of November, in some tall Pine trees, in the 
same place, they visited the last year in the depth of winter. 
They are very busy and unsuspicious, have very much the 
manners of Parrots in their feeding. At some distance be
neath the trees where they are engaged, we can hear them 
forcing open the scales of the rigid pine cones with a con
siderable crackling, and the wings of the seeds fly about in 
all directions. Sometimes the little Red Polls also attend to 
anatch a seed or two as they are spread to the winds. They 
6y somewhat like the Yellow-Birds, by repeated jerks and 
sinkings and risings in their course, but proceed more swift 
and direct to their destination; they also utter a rather loud 
and almost barking or fifing chirp, particularly the females, 
like 'tsA 'tsAip, 'tsA 'tsmp. Their enemies seem also to fol
low them into this distant and unusual retreat. One even
ing, as they were uttering their quailing chirp, and about to 
roost in the Pines, we heard an unusual cry, and found that 
the alarm was justly occasioned by the insidious and daring 
attack of a bold Butcher-Bird (Lanius borealis), who had 
taken advantage of their bewildered confusion at the mo
ment of retiring to repose. Besides their call and ordinary 
plaints, we hear, as I have thought, now and then, in the 
warmer part of the day a rather agreeable, but somewhat 
monotonous song. We found these birds, as well as the 
Red Polls, very fat and plump; and they devour a great 
quantity of pine seeds, with which the Esophagus is perpet
ually gorged as (ull as in the gluttonous and tuneless Cedar
Birds (Bombycilla.) 
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LESSER REDPOLL. 

(Friftgil18liuriG, LIlUf. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 5J2. Linaria minor, 
R.n. RICB. and SWA.INS. ii. p. 167. Lellller Redpoll, PEn. Arct. 
Zool. ii. p. 879. No. S62. .Arctic Finch, Iou:. p. 879. 11. [young.] 
I.e sum,., BUFF. Oi •• iv. p. 216. In. Pl. EnIum. 151,2.) 

ACCORDING to Richardson, this is one among the few 
hardy and permanent residents in the fur countries, where it 
may be seen in the coldest weather, on the banks of lakes aDd 
rivers, hopping among the reeds and carices, or clinging to 
their stalks. They are numerous throughout the year, eYeD 

in the most northern districts, and from the rarity of their 
migrations into the United States, it is obvious that they are 
ioflueneed by no ordinary causes to evacuate the regions in 
which they are bred. Famine in all probability, or the 
scarcity of food urges them to advance towards the south. 
It is certain that they do not forsake their natal regions to 
seek shelter from the cold. This season, by the 7th or 8th 
of NO'fember (1833,) before tlie occurrence of any extraor
dinary cold weather, they arrived in this vicinity (Cambridge, 
Mass.) in considerable docks, and have DOt paid a visit to 
this quarter before, to my knowledge, for 10 or 12 years. 
They now regularly assemble in the birch trees every morn
ing to feed 00 their seeds, in which employment they are 
80 intent, that it is possible to advance to the Blender trees in 
which th&)' are engaged, and shake them oft' by surprise 
before they think of taking wing. They hang upon the 
twigs with great tenacity, and move about while feeding 
in reversed 'postures like the Chickadeel. After being shot 
at, they ooly pass on to the next tree and resume their feed
ing as before. They have a quailing caIr perfectly similar 
with that of the Yellow-Bird (Fringilla tristis), ttDee tvie, 
or ts1e-tJee; and when crowding together in flight, make a 
confused chirping 'tlDit 'itwit 'twit 'twit 'twit, with a rattling 
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noise, and sometimes go off with a simultaneous twitter. 0c
casionally they descend from their favorite birches and pick 
up sun-flower seeds and those of the various weedy C1&eno
podiums growing in wastes. At length they seemed attracted 
to the Pines, by the example of the Crossbills and were 
busily employed in collecting their seeds. As the weather 
becomes colder they also roost in these sheltering evergreens; 
and confused flocks are seen whirling about capriciously in 
quest of fare, sometimes descending on the fruit trees, to 
feed on their buds, by way of variety. Though thus 
urged from their favorite regions in the north there appeared 
no obvious reason for their movements, as we found them 
fat, and not driven to migrate from any imminent necessity. 

GREY-CROWNED LINNET. 

(FrUtgilla tephrocotiB. NOBIS. [.i_ria (Lr.UCOSTICTE) tephrocotia, 
Sw.unolf, North. Zool. ii. p. 265. pI. 50.) 

SP. CHAIUCT. - Umber-brown; crown blackiBh; hind head greyish
white; l_r wing and tail coven. with the 1laoks, tipped with 
rose-red. 

ONLY a single specimen of this sinplar new bird was 
obtained on the banks of the Saskatchewan, in the month 
of May. 

Length 6 niche. 9 lines; the tail 2 inches 8 line.; the fblded wing 
4 inches; the bill above I an inch, to the rictus 6llinea; tarsus 9 
lines; middle toe A an inch. - Dark chestnut-brown or deep umber 
color, somewhat paler on the belly, and darkest on the chin, neck 
and ears. Front brownish-black, gradually changing posteriorly iuto 
Bhining ash-grey, which becomea almost white on the hind head. 
Nasal feathers whitish and shining. Wings, tail, and their coverts 
clove-brown. The lesser wing eoverts broadly edged with bright 
peach-blo880m red; the greater eoverts more slightly margined with 
red; and the wings and tail have only narrow and pale edgingl. Rump 

. so-
• 
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and upper tail ooftrta broadly tipped with _red; the flanb and 
under ~ coven. the l&Dle, but paler. Wm,s very long and 
pointed, the 8 first lJ,u.illa nearly equal. 

EVENING GROSBEAK. 

(Fringilla "upertintJ, COOPER. RICH. &I1d SWA.llu. North. Zool. fi. 
p. 269. pI. 68. NUTT. Mill. Om. i. p. 526.) 

THIS very brilliant and remarkable bird is a common 
inhabitant of the maple groves which occupy the plains of 
the Saskatchewan; and hence arises its common aboriginal 
Cree name of the Sugar-Bird (&esebasquit-petltaysisla). It 
arrives in the fur countries with the last of the summer resi
dents considerably beyond the commencement of the month 
of June. It also frequents the borders of Lake Superior 
and the eastem declivity of the Rocky Mountains. in the 
latitude of 56°. 

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. 

(Friwgi1ltJ ltulotlieitJRtJ, BoIUP. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 527.) 

ON the dreary and deSGlate coast of Labrador Mr. Audu
bon found this species breeding commonly. In the interior 
of the fur countries. however, it appears to be sufficiently 
rare, since merely a single specimen was obtained near the 
Saskatchewan on Sir John Franklin's first Expedition. and 
Done afterwards. 

SAFFRON-HEADED TROOPIAL. 

(ldena Z4ntlwupAalIl8, BoIUP. Synope. p. 52. No. 52. 1. U:urou
pludll8, IDEM. Orn. i. p. 27. pI. 3. NUTT. Man. Orn. i. p. 176. 
~gel4v.i6 zantAoeepludll8, Sw A.llfS. North. Zool. ii. p. 281.) 

THIS bird is very numerous in the fur countries, its som
mer range, as well as that of the Red-Winged IDackbird, 
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with which it assoeiates, being about the 58th parallel, but 
has not been seen eastward of Lake Winnipeg, or the Mis
sissippi. It arrives on the banks of the latter from the 
southward in the middle of May, and by the 20th of the 
same month it is seen on the plains of the Saskatchewan, 
where associated with its sable relative, as already mention
ed, and with the Purple Grakle, but in even greater num
bers, they commit serious havoc in the com-fields, tearing up 
the sprouting grain with the greatest boldne88 and perse
verance, returning to one side of the field as fast nearly as 
they are chased from the other. Their manners, in short, 
are precisely like those of the Red-Wings. It would ap
pear that this species, distinct from the lcterocepAaltu, is yet 
unknown in the other parts of the continent; though in the 
range of the Rooky Mountains it will no doubt commonly 
risit Mexico. 

BALTIMORE ORIOLE. 

(Ieter .. Baltimore, DAUDIIf. BOIf.lp. No. 49. RICH. and 8lfAI ••• 

North. Zool. ii. p. 28f. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 152.) 

THE summer range of this beautiful bird in the fur coun
tries extends to the 55th degree of latitude, arriving on the 
plains of the Saskatchewan, aecording to Richardson about 
the 10th of May, or nearly as early as their arrival in Mas
sachusetts. Those which thus visit the wilds of Canada, in 
all probability proceed at once Rom Mexico or ascend the 
great valley of the Mississippi and MisllOuri . 

. Since publishing the account of this bird in the first vol
ume of the 'present Manual, I have had a male bird in a state 
of domestication, raised from the rest· very readily on fresh 
minced meat soaked in milk. When established, his princi
pal food was scalded indian com-meal, on which he fed con-
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tentedly, but wu also fond of sweet eakes, insects of all de
scriptions, and nearly every kind of fruiL In short, he eat 
every thing which be would in a state of nature, and did 
not refuse to -taste and eat of every thing but the condi
ments which enter into the multifarious diet of the buman 
apecies: he wu literally omnivorous. 

No bird could become more tame, allowing himself to 
be handled with patient indifference, and sometimes with 
playfulnese. The singular mechanical application of his 
bill was remarkable, and explains at once the ingenious art 
employed by the species in weaving their nest. If the folded 
band was presented to our familiar Oriole, he endeavored to 
open it by inserting his pointed and straight bill betwixt the 
closed fingers, and then, by pressing open the bill with great 
muscular force, in the manner of an opening pair of com
puses, he contrived, if the force was not great, to open the 
hand and examine its contents. If brought to the face he 
did the same with the 1D0uth, and would try bard to open the 
closed teeth. In this way, by pressing open any yielding 
interstice, be could readily insert the threads of his nest, 
and pass tbem througb an infinity of openings so as to form 
the ingenious net-work or basis· of his suspensory and pro
creant cradle. 

In the .pring of 1832, while travelling in the month of 
May through the back part of Pennsylvania, the trees, now 
rapidly unfolding their tender leaves, were peopled with 
hosts of melodious birds, and among the rest was heard pre
eminent the loud and querulous fife of the brilliant Balti
more. My attention wu thus accidentally drawn to watch 
the employment of a busy female of the species, who, at
tended by her gay, brilliant, and tuneful mate, seemed 
nearly to have completed the fabric of her nest, in obedience 
to the instinct of her favorite hopes of progeny. She seem
ed, however, to tug long in the same meshs and on drawing 
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near, I perceived with dismay and surprise, that the feet of 
our busy Oriole were forcibly entangled in the side of the 
nest. Apprehending the fate of these toilsome and fruit
less struggles, I endeavored to interest some bystanders 80 

far, as to sever down the lofty bough of the Button-Wood. 
in which the distressing scene had occurred; but while we 
delayed, from the difficulty of the task, the unhappy victim 
to this frustrated instinct, cleared her feet, and now got eo
tangled by the neck. In this sad predicament of our bird I 
had to leave the premises, and have little doubt but that the 
hopes and endeavors of this active tenant of the grove were 
soon terminated in death. The male, though uneasy, seem
ed both unconscious of the danger of his mate and unable 
or unconcerned in the means of her escape. 

RUSTY GRAKLE. 

(QuUcalru jerrugi'MllB, BONAP. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 199.) 

IN addition to the geographical limits of this species we 
may add, according to Richardson, that it is the most nor
thern of its family, in its summer or breeding range, pro
ceeding as far as the 68th parallel, or as high in the fur 
countries as the forests extend. It arrives on the Saskatche
wan by the end of April, and at Great Bear Lake in 650 by 
the 3d of May, usually in pairs, and for a time frequenting 
the beaches of secluded lakes, and feeding on coleopteroua 
insects. Later in the season they join the flocks of Red
Wings, Purple Grakles, and Cow Buntings in committing 
depredations in the com-fields. 
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CANADA JAY, OR WHISKEY-JACK. 

(CI1f'W8 ta7&fJdm8i8, BOIIAP. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 232. Ga7TVl.u 
ta~, RIca. and SWAIIIS. North. Zoot ii. p. 295. ~ 
.Meso, of the :ALooNIlUIK8, and WhUu.,h .. tlllleUh, of the CIl&BS.) 

Sr. CSABACT. - Brownish-grey; below yellowish-grey; hind head 
and nape black; front, throat, and aidea of the neck white. 

THIS inelegant but familiar bird, inhabits all the woody 
districts of the remote fur countries from the 65th parallel to 
Canada, and now and then in severe winters extends its de
sultory migrations within the northern limits of the United 
States. Scarcely has the winter _traveller in those cold re
gions chosen a suitable place of repose in the forest, cleared 
away the snow, lighted his fire, apd prepared his tent, when 
the Whiskey-Jack insidiously pays him a visit, and boldly 
descends into the social circle to pick up any crumbs of 
frozen fish, or morsels of dry meat that may have escaped 
the mouths of the weary and hungry sledge-dogs. Thi. 
confidence is almost the only recommendation of our familiar 
intruder. There is nothing pleasing in his voice, plumage, 
or attitudes. But this dark sinister dwarf of the north is 
now the only inhabitant of those silent and trackless forests, 
and trusting from necessity in the forbearance of man, 
he fearlessly approaches, and craves his allowed pittance 
from the wandering stranger who visits his dreary domain. 
At the fur posts and fishing stations he is also a steady at
tendant, becoming so tamed in the winter by the terrible 
inclemency of the climate as to eat tamely from the offered 
hand; yet, at the same time, wild and indomitable under 
this garb or humility, he seldom survives long in confine
ment, and pines away with the loss of his accustomed lib
erty. It hops with activity from branch to branch, but 
when at rest, sits with its head drawn in, and with its plu
mage loose. The voice of this inelegant bird is plaintive 
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and squeaking, though it occasionally makes a low ehatter
ing, especially when its food appears in view. Like our 
Blue Jay it has the habit of hoarding berries, morsels of 
meat, &c. in the hollows of trees, or beneath their bark. 
These magazines prove useful in winter, and enable it to rear 
its hardy brood even before the disappearance of the snow 
from the ground, and long before any other bird indigenous 
to those climates. Its nest is concealed with such care that 
but few of the natives have ever seen it. 

SHORT-BILLED JAY. 

(c- (GAlUtULUS) lrtad&lI1'lIf1dlfU, NOBIS. GaI'Ttllw/ 1rtad&!fI'YII
cAW/, S"AIIIIOlf, North. Zool. ii. p. 296. pl. 65. Jee%4, oCthe Cop
PEa bDIAIIS, and Doo-RIBS.) 

SP. CBARAcT.-Bluiah-grey, darker on the head: frontlet, chin, 
orbits and eara blackish: bill short. 

THa only specimen obtained of this dusky and inelegant 
bird, according to Richardson, was killed on the roof of the 
dwelling house at Fort Franklin. Its general appearance 
and manners resemble those of the Canada Jay so strongly, 
illat it was not recognised as a distinct species, and conse
quently it could not be ascertained whether it replaced the 
Canadian species in high latitudes, or whether both existed 
in tbe same range of climate. 

Length 10 inches; the tail 4 inchea 8 lines; length of the wing 5 
iaches 2 liMs; the bill above, 8 lines, to the rictus 101 linea ; tUBus 
16 inches; the middle toe 9 linea long. - BluiBh-grey, lighten on 
tlle rump and belly; deepening on the head and wing coverts to 
blackish-grey. Frontlet, orbits, chin, and eara blackish; breast ting
ed with yellowish-grey. Shafts of the quills and tail, and inner 
webs of the former, pitch-black; tipa of the lesser quills and tail pale 
yellowish-grey, approaching to white. Bill blackiah, the commi88Ul8 
and tip pale. Legs blackifh-brown. Bill aimijar to that of C. Cilt&11-

deMi8 but a little ahorter, rather broader at the base. Wings 8 
inches shorter than the tail. 
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DOWNY WOODPECKER. 

(PUu ptIbuuu, Boup. Syn. No. 48. N'UTT. Man. Om. i. p. 576. 
p, (D.JlDaOcopvs) pubuuu, SWUJI. Norlh. Zoo}, ii. p. 807.) 

SP. CB.&.RACT. - Varied with b1a.ck and white; beneath white; 
crown and hind head black, the latter margined by a red band : 
2d quill much shorter than the 7th. - OJlI. The latera] tail feath
ers broad and obtuse; the shafts broad, each terminating in an 
abrupt point, and not reaching to the apex of the enreme barbs. 

THIS diminutive and very industrious species is a constant 
inhabitant of the fur countries up to the 58th parallel j seek
ing ita food principally on the maple, elm, and ash j and north 
of latitude 540 , where the range of these trees terminate, 
on the aspen and birch. The circles of round holes which 
it makes with so much reguIarity round the trunks of living 
trees, are no doubt made for the purpose of getting at the 
sweet sap which they contain. In the month of February 
(1830) I observed these borers busy tapping the smRll Jive 
trunks of several W ax-Myrtles (Myrica cerifera), and these 
perforations were carried down into the alburnum or sap
wood, but no further j no insecta could be expected, of 
course, in such situations, and at this season very few could 
be obtained any where. On examining the oozing sap, I 
found it to be exceedingly saccharine, but in some instanees, 
astringent or nearly tasteless. To a bird, like the present, 
which relishes and devours also berries, I make no doubt 
hut that this native nectar is sought after as agreeable and 
nutritious food, in the same manner as the Baltimore Bird 
collects the saccharine secretion of the fruit blossoms; and 
in fact I have observed the Woodpecker engaged in the act 
of sipping this sweet fluid, which so readily supplies it on 
all occasions, with a temporary substitute for more substan
tial fare. Sometimes, however, on discovering insects in a 
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~, il fOl'geta its tutB _ the "p, and in quest of ita prey 
ocoaaionally digs deep holes into the trees large enough to 
admit its whole body. 

LITTLE MIDLAND WOODPECKER. 

(PUu (DnDRocoPUS) flM4iaJlW, SWAI ••• North. Zool. ii. p. 308. 
[in a note].) 

SP. CBARACT. - Varied with black and white; crown black, with 
the hind head red, and both spotted with white: 2d quill lDuch 
longer than the 7th. 

OJis. Lateral tail feathers narrowed and pointed at the end.: the 
UaaftB1IIIn01I', gradually pointed, and eztending to the apell: of the 
feathers. 

TRIS species, if such it may prove, appears to be confined 
to the Middle States principally; and is not uncommon in 
New Jersey. It closely resembles P. pubescens in its size 
and general appearance, and is confounded with it. The 

female differs in having the upper part of the head wholly 
black. 

LITTLE GEORGIAN WOODPECKER. 

(Pictu (DENDROCOPUS) meridimuUis, SWAIn. North. Zool. ii. p. 308 
[in note].) 

SP. CUARACT.- Varied with black and white; beneath grey; crOWD 
black, a broad red band on the hind-head; 2d quill equal to 
the 8th. 

THIS species is smaller than P. pubescens, which it re
sembles generally, as well as in the structure of the shafts, 
and rounded form of the tail feathers. The under plumage 
however is hair-browR (as dark, but not so yellow, as that of 
Picus major) instead of white, or whitish, as in P. pubescens; 
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the red band is, however, much broader, and the relative 
lengths of the quills are different. - It inhabits Georgia. 
(Described from two specimens.) 

COMMON THREE-TOED WOODPECKER. 

(pu.. (Ap~BJ\lfus) triIladylru, SW.UIfIOlf, North. Zool. ii. p. 311. 
Three·toed Woodpecker, EDWAIlDS, pI. 114. PBRR. Arct. Zool. ii. 
No. 168.) 

SP. CHAIlACT.- Varied with black and white; forehead spotted; 
crown pale yellow; bill considerably depreued. 

ACCORDING to Richardson, this bird exists u a perma
nent resident in all the spruce forests between Lake Supe
rior and the Arctic Sea, and is the most common Wood
pecker north of Great Slave Lake. It resembles P. "ilio
sus in its habits, seeking its food, however, principally on 
decaying trees of the Pine tribe, in which it frequently bur
rows holes large enough to bury itself. 

Length 9l inches; tail 8l; wing 4l inches; the bill above, 1 
inch 1 line; the tarsus 9llines. - Crown pale Afl'ron-yellow, with 
white specs; the rest of the upper surface and aidea of the head 
velvet-black, thickly spotted with white on the forehead, round the 
crown, and on the sides of the throat. A white line from the eye to 
the nape, and another from the nostrils under the eye. Back and 
wings blackish-brown; inner scapulara and hind part of the back 
barred with white. Tips of most of the quills, and a aeries of spots 
on their margins, also white. Two middle pairs of tail feathers 
brownish black; two exterior paira barred with black at the base ; 
and the intermediate pair largely tipped with white. Chin, throat, 
a line down the middle of the belly, and the under tail-coverta, 
white; sides of the belly and inner wing-coverts barred with black. 
Bill bluish-grey above, whitish beneath. Legs lead colored. - FefI&IIU 
smaller, and without the yellow on the crown, the top of the head 
being thickly spotted with white. 
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A.RCTIC THREE-TOED WOODPECKER .. 

(Pica (ApTJ:Ml1S) arcticu, SW.UIfB. North. Zool. ii. p. 318. pI. 57. 
Pieu tridactyl .. , Bon,. and NI1TT. Man. Om. i. p. 878.) 

Sr. CHAIU.CT.-Abo.e glOlllly black, with white spots on the quilh 
only; beneath white; udel lin~ted with black; crown 1I&ftro1l· 
yellow. 

WHAT we have said under this species applies exclusively 
to the preceding with which it has till now been confound
ed. The present is a larger bird, with the bill longer in 
proportion and more depressed. It has been seen only on 
the eastern declivity of the Rocky Mountains, where the 
preceding is also found. 

RED-SHAFTED WOODPECKER. 

(Pica (COLAPU8) Mezic4",", NOBIS. Colaptu JtiezicamuJ, SWAllfB. 
North. Zool. iI. p. 315. PieuB Caler, LATH. Ind. Colapt .. eollG
riB, VIGORS. Zool. Joum. 15. p. 854.) 

SP. CHAIU.CT.-Bhafts of nearly all the feathen reddilh-orange; 
muillary stripe blood.red; body beneath vin_ou.. The rest of 
the plumage generally aa in P. a""lItu. 

THIS species, SO similar to P. avratus in size and the 
general colors and markings of the plumage, inhabits Mex
ico, New California, and the coast of the Pacific for some 
distance to the northward of the Columbia River. 

WINTER WREN. 

(7'roglodytu hiemali8, VIBILLOT. RICH. aDd SW.UIU. North. Zool. 
ii. p. 818. Winter Wren, WILIOIf. i. p. 139. pI. 8. fig. 6. T. EM
ropte .. , BOIfA •. Synops. p. 98. No. 148. NI1TT. Man. Om. i. 
p.d7.) 
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COMPARED with the European Wren, the general color 
of the preMnt species is more rufous beneath, the black and 
white apots extend farther towards the breast. In the Ea. 
ropeau bird, the whole of the neck, breast, and anterior 
part of the body, are greyish brown, and spotless. The 
tips of both series of wing coverts in the present are marked 
with a white dot, internally bordered by black: in the for
eign species the dots on the greater wing coverts are scarcely 
seen. The bill in the present is shorter and less cu"ed. 
the feet· larger, but the tarsi nearly equal; the hind toe 
much stronger. Wings two tenths of an inch longer than 
in T. EuroptBfU. 

The Winter Wren is found on the northem shorel of 
Lake Huron, and supposed by Dr. Richardson to breed in 
the mountainous district between that lake and Hudson's 
Bay, but is not known in the fur-eountries. 

MARSH WREN. (Trogloditu pa1tutris.) 

WAS observed by Mr. Drummond on the eastern declivity 
of the Rooky Mountains in the 55th parallel. 

RUBY-CROWNED WREN. 

(Regalw ealMadulru, BOIUP. N11TT. Man. Om. i. p. 415.) 

THIS beautiful and minute bird, was obse"ed breeding 
on the dreary and wintry coast of Labrador by Mr. Audu
bon, inhabiting a country where the snow still remained on 
north exposures nearly throughout the month of July; yet, 
in this secluded and cheerless desert, the warmly clad Ruby
Crown was tunefal and content. Its song resembled that 
of the Canary, but, as might be supposed from the diminu
tive size of the minstrel, was more feeble and plaintive. 

Digitized by Google 



NOOTKA BUMMING-BIRD. 

This and the other species of REGULUS were not ob$~ed 
by any of the Arctic Expeditions in the fur eountries they 
traversed. At least they are wholly silent on tbe subject. 

NORTHERN HUMMING BIRD. 

(7roeAilu eolabriB, Lllflf. RICH. and SWAINS. North. Zool. ii. p. 
823.) 

TBIS most diminutive but swift messenger of summer, 
almost defying the obstruction of space, from its mild resorts 
within the tropics, following as it were the path of the SUD, 

it extends its transient northern range even into the desert 
fur-eountries, and following the great valley of the Missis
sippi, after entering the boundaries of the Union, it is seen 
to range with undiminished ardor to the 57th parallel, and 
perhaps even farther towards the Arctic Zone. It frequents 
the warm plains of the Saskatchewan, and Mr. Drummond, 
one of the most enterprising of naturalists, found its dimin
utive nest near the sources of Elk River in the distant 
interior. 

The Humming-Bird, is deservedly the wonder of all na
tions, savage, as well as civilized. The Mexicans and other 
nations of America, eonsidering it as an emanation from 
their deity, called it the Sun-beam, and also the" Regenerated, 
as they believed it to die or remain dormant in the rainy 
season or winter, and became reanimated with the return of 
the flowers on which it fed. 

NOOTKA HUMMING·BIRD. 

(7roeAilu "4fiu, GIIBL. Byst. i. p. 497. T. (8ZLAIPHOIlVI) nJ/u, 
SWAllIS. North. Zool. ii. p.324. T. t:ollan., LATH. Ind. Om. i. p. 
818. Rd-necked Humming-Bird. LATH. BYD. ii. p. 786. pl. 85· 
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General Hilt. iv. p. 850. Pan. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 177. La s.a., 
VIEILL.OiB. dor. pl. 61. and 62. H1IlIlIIling-Bird, Coox', ThUd 
Voyage, ii. p. 297.) 

S •• CSAILlCT. - Cinnamon·rwoUi i tail cuneate, the lateral feathen 
of the throat elongated.-Mak, with a metalloidal crimaon and 
cupreoUi throat. Thefemale golden-green, with the throat dee-
titute of the glowing spot. ' 

THE discovery of this splendid species, in the cold and 
dreary regions of Nootka Sound, is due to the celebrated 
navigator Captain Cook. Its range is even more extensive 
on the western, and through the central parts of America, 
than the common species. Kotzebue found it in summer on 
the Pacific coast, as high as the 61st parallel of northern 
latitude, and Mr. Swain80n has seen specimens from the 
table-land of Mexico, near Real del Monte; 80 that our 
little western wanderer, no less adventurous than the Ruby
throat, traverses the whole continent, from the equator, pro
bably to the utmost verge of dowering vegetation, on the 
borders of the Arctic circle. 

According to Mr. SwainBOn, the total length of a Bpecimen in his 
poBBeBBi~n iB 2 incheB 10 linea i the wing 1 inch 7 lineB; tail from 
the vent 1 inch; the bill above 7 lines and one fifth, meuured from 
the rietuB 8 inches 2 fi1\ha. The general tint of the upper plumage, 
rufoUi or cinnamon. The crown and wing-coverts only, have, how
ever a BtrOng coppery-greeniBb gloBB. The qaiUI, and middle of the 
tail feathen with their tips, pale dUBky brown, IIlightly glOlled with 
violet. The chin and throat covered with scale-like feathen, of a 
metallic fire-like color gloaaed with red i the tints vary with the di
rection of the light, and in all are e:r:qui,itely aplendid. The middle 
of the breast and vent nearly pure white i the aides and under tail 
coven the BB.lDe color with the back. Lega and feet dark brown. -
The female chiefly clliFen in being golden-green, where the male iB 
cinnamon; and the throat iB merely spotted with the glowing ruby 
color of the male. IB not this supposed female a young male? u in 
the common Ruby-Throat, the female baa no particle of metallic 
splendor on the throat, but in the young malea spots of thiB kind 
appear on the throat in the lateBt moult. 
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BUl very IItnight, and gibbous both above and beneath towards 
the tip. Primarie. D&n'OW and pointed, the lit morter than the 
lid. The tail more cunea.ted than rounded, the two middle pain 
of feathen beiDg longeat, all are Darrowed and obtuaely pointed, 
the two outer pain particularly narrow. The feathen OD the lides 
of the throat are gradually eloDgated u they recede &om the _, 
and appear capable of being raiaed into two tuftl. 

AMERICAN, OR BARN SWALLOW. 
(Hinmdo G~, WIL80lf.) 

IN the fur-countries, where the habitations of men are 
few and remote, the Swallow inhabits eaves, particularly in 
the limestone rooks; and it also frequents the out-houses at 
the trading posts. When Fort Franklin was erected, on 
the shores of Great Bear Lake, in the autumn of 1825, Dr. 
Richardson says, they found many of its nests in the ruins 
of a house that had been abandoned for more than 10 years. 
At Fort Chepewyan, lat. 570 , the Barn Swallows, hare 
regularly about the 15th of May, for a number of years, 
taken possession of their nests, within an out-house, and 
numbers of them were observed in the same month at Fort 
Good Hope (in lat. 67-1.0) the most northerly post in Ame
rica. This species does not appear to agree with the H. 
rufa, of Vieillot, either in its markings or the economy of 
its nest. The Cayenne bird builds a nest of a foot and a 
half in length, without mud, and with an opening near the 
bottom. 

CLIFF SWALLOW. 

(Hirlltldo ltmffrou, SAY. and RIca. and SW.lIlfl. North. ZooI. ii. p. 
331.) 

THIS species, in 1820, the same year in which it was 
discovered by Mr. Say, who accompanied Major Long, was 
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seen in great numbers by Sir John Franklin's party, On 
the banks of Point Lake, in lat. 650 where its earliest arri. 
val Doted was the 12th of June. Its clustered nests are 
of frequent occurrence on the faces of the rocky cliffs of 
the Barren Grounds, and they are not uncommon through
out the whole course of the Slave and Mackenzie Rivers. 
On the 25th of June, 1825, they made their first appear
ance at Fort Chepewyan, and built their nests under the 

_ eaves of the dwelling-house, six feet above a balcony that 
extended the whole length of the building, and was a fre
quented promenade. They had consequently to graze the 
beads of the passengers on entering their nests, and were 
moreover exposed to the curiosity and depredations of the 
children, to whom they were novelties j yet they preferred 
the dwelling-house to the more lofty eaves of the store-houses, 
and in the following season returned with augmented nUJDo 
bers to the same spot. At Fort Chepewyan the young 
came abroad on the 14th of July, and at the end of the 
month the whole took their departure. Under the eaves of 
a house, the nests instead of being clustered and provided 
with long necks, are placed in a single line, and adapted to 
their situation, the tubular entJance is either entirely want
ing or reduced to a mere ledge. The eggs are 4, oblong, 
and white with dusky spots. The note is a gentle twitter
ing like that of the MartiD of Europe, whose mode of build
ing it also nearly adopts. 

PURPLE MARTIN. (llirundo purpurea, LINN.) 

THIS species, which Mr. Swainson observed round Per
nambuco, 8l degrees south of the line, makes its first appear
ance at Great Bear Lake on the 17th of May, at which 
time the snow still partially covers the ground, and the rivers 
and lakes are fast bound with ice. In the middle of August 
it retires with its young from the fur-countries. 

Digitized by Google 



DUSKY GROUSE. 609 

NIGHT-HAWK, OR PISK. 

(Caprimulgua eirginiamu, BoIUP. SynopB. No. 69. RICH. aDd 
SWA.I1f8. North. Zool. ii. p. 837.) 

TRIS well known bird ranges in summer throughout the 
fur-eountries, and to the remotest Arctic islands. It makes 
its first appearance at Great Bear Lake about the last day 
of May. 

BELTED KINGFISHER. (Alcedo alCgOfl, LINN.) 

THIS species, the only one in North America, frequents 
all the large rivers of the fur-eountries up to the 67th degree 
of latitude, but is more common in the interior than near 
the sea-eoast. About the middle of May, when the rivers 
in the 64th parallel break up, it appears on the banks of the 
Saskatchewan, and by the middle of June it has penetrated 
to its utmost northern limits. It departs southward in Sep
tember, and is also resident in the Southern States and in 
the West Indies. 

DUSKY GROUSE. 

(Tetrao ob,eunu, SAl'. RICH. and SWA.INS. North. Zoot. ii. p. 344. pI. 
69. and 60. [male and female]. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 666.) 

TRIS species inhabits the Rocky Mountains from latitude 
400 to 640 , and perhaps to a greater extent. According to 
Mr. Drummond, in the mornings during pairing time, the 
usual station of the male is on some rooky eminence or 
large stone, where he sits swelling out the sides of his neck, 
spreading his tail, and repeating the cry of .. coombe, coom
be," in a soft, hollow tone. The males, in the breeding 
season are so pugnacious and fearless, that a man may take 

Digitized by Google 



610 APPENDIX. 

one of them up in bis band before it will quit its antago
nist. Its food consists of various berries, and its flesh is very 
palatable. 

The male is about 2 feet long; the tail 8 inches. Above blackish
brown; the wings paler. Top of the head glOBBed with hair-brown. 
The back of the neck very minutely undulated with lead-grey. The 
_pulara, tertiaries, and many of the wing-coverts tipped with grey I 
and together with the rump, finely undulated with yellowish-brown. 
Secondaries edged round the tips with grey, and mottled on the 
edges with greyish-brown. Tail deep black. - Sides of the head 
and front of the neck black, pusing to blackish-grey and dark lead
color on the breut and middle of the belly. Lorel, cheeks, chin, 
and upper part of the throat, barred with white. Vent brownish
white. ShorteBt under tail-coverts white, intermediate ones barred 
with black and white, the 10ngeBt black tipped with white. F1anb 
blackish-brown, finely waved with yellowisb-brown, striped on the 
IIhafts and edged on the tiPB with white. Axillary feathers, and 
molt of the inner wing-coverts white. On the Bides of the neck 
next the shoulders, the base of the plumage is white; at thil part 
the plumage parts, and admits of the naked Ikin being puffed out at 
will. Bill, toeB and nailB blackish-brown. Naked comb over the 
eye orange-yellow. There iB no crest; and the 4th quill is the 
longest. Tail long and square, the feathers truncated at the ends. 
Taraus completely feathered. The toea pectinated. 

ROCK GROUSE. 

(Tetrao ",pUtN, LATH. Ind. ii. p. 640. Bp. 11. T. (LAGOPt7S) rupu
tN, RICH. and SWAIIIS. North. Zool. ii. p. 354. pI. 64. [female]. 
LagUJ1U6 "'penris, LEACR, Gen. ZooI. ii. p. 290. Rock Grouse, 
PEIIII. Arct. Zool. ii. p. 812. No. 184. LATH. Bynops. Suppl. 
p.2]7.) 

SP. CHARACT. - Bill rather narrow and compreBBed throughout; naihI 
white; tail of 16 feathers. - SKmmer plumage, above and below 
barred with dusky and brownish-yellow, below lighter; wi.,. 
above and below nearly all white. A black eye 8trIpe in thetll4lk, 
and with the middle of the belly, white. 
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THIS species is nearly allied to the Common Ptarmigan 
(T.lagopiu), but it is smaller, has more of the brownish
yellow in its summer dress, broader bars of black, and none 
of the cinereous tint which prevails in the livery of the 
Ptarmigan. In winter they are ooly distinguishable by the 
size. This species is, according to Hutehinll, numerous at 
the two extremitiell of Hudson's Bay, but does not appear at 
the middle settiementB (York and Severn factories), except 
in very severe seasons, when the Willow Grouse are scarce. 
They abound in Melville Island in the dreary latitude of 
740 and 750 , in the short summers of that frigid and cheer
less region. It is also found on Melville Peninsula and the 
Barren Grounds, and indeed seldom proceedll farther south 
in winter than the 63d parallel in the interior, but descends 
along the coasts of Hudson's Bay, to latitude 580 , and in 
severe seasons still farther to the south. It is also met with 
in the range of the Rocky Mountains as far to the south as 
the latitude of 550 • It also exists in Greeoland, Norway, 
and Sweden, where it is known by the name of sno "ssa. 
In its manner and mode of living it resembles the Willow 
Grouse, but does not retire 80 far into the woody country in 
winter. It frequents the open woods on the borders of lakes 
at the same season, particularly in the 65th parallel, though 
the bulk of the species remain on the IIkirts of the Barren 
Grounds. It hatches in June. The egg is of a pale red
dish-brown, irregularly blotched and spotted with darker 
brown. 

Length 14 inches; the tail 4 inches; the bill above 7 lines; the 
tarsus 1 inch 41Iines.-ln Uliftter, snow-white. The shafts of 6 
greater quills and 14 tail feathers black; the latter narrowly tipped 
with white. Bill black. Nails whitish,dark at the bue. Themsle 
hu a black eye IItripe from the nostrils to the hind head. Tail of 16 
feathers, 14 black ones and 2 white incumbent ones. - Summer 
pl_ge of a ff1fll4le. The head, neck, back, scapulars, tertiaries, 
part of the intermediate coverts, and the under plumage, barred with 
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WIcltieh.brown and browaUh·yel1ow, the dark color prHomiaaliDg 
above, and the yellow beneath. Moat of the donal plWDllge bor. 
dered on the tips, with brownish· white. The remainder of the wine 
above, its whole surface beneath, and the ui.llaries, white. Quill
,hafts slightly tinged with brown. Vent yellowish.brown. 'Tail of 
14 black feathen, with white tip', and 2 central incumbeJlt 01IIII, 

which with the ..tjoiDinr coverts, are barred like tbe back. In the 
tnale the middle of the belly __ white. The bill narrower at the ba.
and more compreSlled throughout than that of the Willow GroUl8, 
alBo longer and narrower than that of TetTao ltJgopu6. ad and 4th 
quililongeat. 

WHITE-TAILED GROUSE. 

(Tetruo (LAGO.I1S) z-nu, SWAIIIS. and RICBAJU) •• North. ZooI. 
ii. p. 356.) 

S.. CHAkACT. - In tDinter entirely white. ID. nlmmel' colored i 
tail and vent white. 

THIS species, with the habits of the Ptarmigan, inhabits 
the BOOWy peaks near the mouth of the Columbia river, as 
well as the lofty ridges of the Rocky Mountains. Its SUIB

mer dress is intermediate between that of T. lagopus and 
T. rupestris, but it differs from both, in its smaller size, and 
in the tail which remains white at all seasons of the year. 
The black eye stripe, appears also to be wanting in both 
sexes. 

Length 1 foot; tail 4 inches i the wing 6 inches 9 lines; the bill 
from above, I an inch; the tarsus 1 inch 4lineB. In winter snow 
white to the base of the plumage; quill shafts also white. Bill blu
ish or greyish.black. Nails dark horn-color. The billleBB compress
ed than thnt of T. rupestris. Wings proportionally longer; scarcely 
an inch shorter than the tail; 3d and 4th quills longest. Tail of 16 
feathers; the middle pair incumbent. 

In a nmmel' specimen, the head and neck are shortly barred with 
blackish-brown and pale wood·brown or brownish-white; the front 
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of the neck paler. Tail-covertB, llCapuIan, tertiaries, and the pos. 
terior leBBer covertB, blackish·brown, cut about half way to the shafts 
by rather coane ochraceous bars, intermixed with nearly an equal 
number of pure ochraceoUB feathers thickly waved with fine black 
lines. The breast, belly, and tlanks are mostly pale ochre, broadly 
blotched and barred with blackish·brown, intermixed on the belly 
with BOme white feathers, and on the breast with a few of the finely 
undulated ones. The vent, lep, tail, outer border of the wing, pri. 
maries, secondaries, and greater covertB, white. The toes partially 
naked and not pectinated, the nails short. In other specimens the 
dorsal plumage, particularly on the head and neck, is nearly as grey 
as in T.,wlfOPlU. 

COCK OF THE PLAINS. 

(TmtJO (CltIlTROCltRCUS) uropAuiaruu, SWAINSOIl, North. Zool. ii. 
p. 358. pl. 58. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p.665.) 

THE flightofthis large bird is slow, unsteady, and attend
ed with a whirring sound, the wings being kept in a hurried 
motion, as in most other Grouse. It also runs much on the 
ground in the manner of the Turkey, and is not very partial 
to taking wing.- Their starting cry, like that of the com
mon Pheasant, is a sort of ; kuk, 'kuk, 'kuk. They begin to 

pair in March and April j and at this time repair to emin
ences on the banks of streams where they are seen assem
bled about sun-rise. The male lowers his wings, and pro
duces a humming sound as he trails his outspread pinions 
on the ground j the tail, at the same time, is spread out like 
a fan, and the bare space on the breast is also accompanied 
by a Jarge inflation. He then struts proudly in the presence 
of his intended mate, uttering a confused and disagreeable 
'l&urr-l&urr-r-r-,...l&oo' ending in a deep and hollow tone, like 

• Tbla remarlt lowe Iomyfrlea4Mt. N. J. Wyetb wlao bRa riBIIecl UleremolO 
coantrielllnbsbite4 bJ tllia pme. 
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the sound produeed by blowing into a eane. They nest on 
the ground under the shelter of low bushes, or near streams 
among the wild Canary Grass of this region. The nest is 
made of dry grass and slender twigs. The eggs, from 13 
to 17, about the size of those of the domestie tOwl, are of. 
wood-brown oolor, with irregular ehooolate blotehes at the 
thick end. The period of incubation extends from 21 to 
22 days; and as in other birds of this active tribe, the young 
run about and quit the nest in a few hours after being hatch
ed. In summer and autumn, these Jarge qrouse are seen 
only in small numbers, pairs or families, but in winter and 
epring, partially migratory, they are then seen in f10eks of 
several hundreds, roaming about in quest of food. They 
are plentiful throughout the barren and arid plains of the 
Columbia, as well as in the interior of North California, 
but are no where seen to the east of the Rocky MoUD
tains. 

Length of the fRIl1e about 25 inches; the bill above, 1 inch 7JiDeIr. 
In this eex the general color of the upper plumage i.light hair-broWll, 
mottled and variegated with dark umber-brown and yellowish-white. 
Esch feather of the back baa 3 equidistant bands of yellowish-white; 
between theBe barB one of which is terminal, the hair-brown groQJ1d 
is marked with small, inegular zig-zags of light hair-brown; theee 
colora crou the shaft"; but on the wing-covena and _pnlan the 
ahafta are all marked by a nanow, conspicuous line of yellowish
white. About 8 banda of this color on the tail, of difFerent degrees 
of intensity, with intermediate irregular zig-zag lillE's of the same. 
The quills pale and almost unspotted.-Beneath white, and unspotted 
on the breast and upper part of the body; but dark umber approachiag 
to black on the lower half of the body and part of the flanb; the 
latter toward, the vent are marked as the upper plumage. Under 
tail-covert. blaok, broadly tipped with white. Throat and region of 
the bead varied with blackish on a white ground. The shafts of all 
the feathera on the breast are black, rigid, and look like hairs. Bill 
and loeB blackish. Wings, in proportion to the .ize of the bird, verr 
short; the leaeer quilll each ending in a small point. Tail rather 
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... ad eouicJerably IOlIDded, the feathen laDoeolate, and PII
ally attenuated to a fine point of a duaky eolor. 

IA the female, the upper plumage generally u well u the front 
of' the neck, and aides of the breul, is dark umber, or blackish-blOwn 
and yellowish.white, irregularly barred and mottled in nearly equal 
quantities; but the dark color forming larger blotches toWBrds the 
hue, and the lighter one bars on the tips and StripeR on the shaft8. 
Fore part of the beny white, barred with black; hinder parts black. 

SHARP-TAILED GROUSE. 

(TeIrtw (CaRROnaCUI) p1aaitmellru, SW~lln. North. Zool. ii. p. 
861. PaNN. Arct. Zool. ii. Jio. 181. NUTT. Man. Om. i. p. 
669.) 

TIlE northern limit of the ruge of this speCies, aeeord~. 
ing to Richardsoo, is Great Slave Lake, in 610 ; and its 
most southern recorded st~ion is in 410 , OD the MiBaouri. 
It abounds on the outskirts of the Saskatchewan plains, 
and is found throughout the woody districts of the mr-eoun
tries, in open glades and thickets on the borders of lakes, 
particularly in the partially cleared tracts contiguous to the 
trading posts. In winter, like the Pionated Grouse, it 
perches generally on trees, but in summer it is much on the 
ground j and is at all times associated in coveys of 10 to 16 
individuals. Early in spring, a family of these birds selects 
a level spot, whereon they meet every morning, and run 
round in a circle of 15 or 20 feet diameter, on which the 
grass becomes worn quite bare. On approaching this ring, 
the birds squat close to the ground, but in a short time 
stretch out their necks to survey the intruder, and if not 
seared by any nearer advance, they soon resume their circa
lar course, some running to the right, and others to the left, 
thus meeting and Qrossing each other. These" Partridge
dances" last * a month or more, until concluded by the 
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more serious employ of incubation. In imitation of this 
curious amusement of the Sharp-Tailed Grouse, the Indi
ans of the upper Missouri, have what they also call a Pill
tridge-Dance, in which the old men chiefly join. 

BLACK SKIMMER. 

(Rhynchops nigra, LINN . S,sto i. p. 228. 1. Le Bu-en-ciseaux, BRISS. 

Orn. vi. p. 223. 1. pl. 21. fig. 2. BUFF. PI. Enlum. 357. AN 
fWl)acul~ Jacu, the Sea Crow, RAil, Synops. p. 194. 5. pl. 1. fig. 
5. PETIV. Gazo. t. 76. fig . 2. [the bill]. EDWARDS, pI. 281. [do.) 
See p. 264. of the present volume.) 

THIS singular bird, inhabits the warmer and milder parts 
of the United States from the coasts of New Jersey to 
Florida, it is also found in Guiana, Cayenne, and Surinam. 
The East India species is probably distinct. The R . fulva 
of Guiana, described by Linnams, differs from the present 
in having those parts fulvous which in this are black; their 
general appearance and habits are however the same. 
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WHITE-TAILED SNIPE. 

(&:oltJpa lacuru, SW.UIII. North. Zool. ii. p. 501. AppencU.) 

8r. CSAJlACT. - Tail of 16 feathers: the 3 lateral ones pare white, 
with 2 to 3 bual black bands on the outer .webs: the beDy tran&
verllely banded. 

A single specimen of this bird in fine and perfect plumage, 
exists in the British Museum, from Hudson's Bay. 

Length 106 inches; the tail 2 inchel 2 lines; the wing 5 inches 4 
lines; the bill above, 2 inches 5 lines; the tarBns nearly the same 
length. The plumage the aame with S. DrKmmondii and S. Wil8oRii, 
except that the belly is barred with blackish·grey, with 2 or 8 barB 
on each feather. The 8 or 4. outer pairs of tail feathers white, with 
one or two irregular blackilh barB near the baBell of the outer webs: 
the 8 central pairs black, with a broad ferruginous bar near the end, 
lleparlted from the narrow white tip by a black line. Bill and lep 
brownish. Tail considerably rounded; the S outer pairs of feathers 
diminishing successively in breadth, but not much; the outer ones 
having about three-fourths of the breadth of the middle oneil. 

Subgenus. - GLOTTIS. (Genus of, Nilsson.) 

WITS the BILL thick and strong; the mandibles alittle recurved, 
straight and almost equal at the point: the middle and outer toe 
united by a short membrane. . 

The food of thelle birds coDliBta prinoipally of fry aDd amaU bi
valve shell-fish. They chiefly dwell on the borders of rivers and 
tiesh-water lake •• 
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GREENSHANK. 

(Tottmu glottU, Bac.sTarB. Ta ••. Man. d'Orn. ii. p. 659. T • 
.fi.8tvlo:tu, BEC.ST. Naturg. Deut. iv. p. 341. No.8. and T. gri.Ieu, 
bID. No.5. [the young of the year]. also La. Barge GNe, BusB. 
Ois. v. p. 267. pl. 18. fig.!. and Greenehank, PElIK. Brit. Zool. 
p. 121. t. C. 1.) 

SP. CSAlUCT. - Bill 8tout, much compresllE'd at its base, and higher 
than it is wide; under wing-coverts banded; the feet greenish. 

THIS species inhabits the north of both continents, but 
is much more rare in America than Europe. It is abund
ant in Russia, Siberia and Sweden, and as a bird of pas
sage in spring and autumn is seen in Britain, France and 
Holland. It has also been brought from Bengal in India, 
and stragglers have been taken, according to Pennant, in the 
vicinity of New York. Mr. Audubon likewise met with it 
at the Tortugas, near to the extremity of East Florida, and 
Latham received it from Jamaica. It is probably more 
abundant on the western side of America. 

The Greenshank most commonly frequents the gravelly 
borders of rivers and marshes, and but rarely visits the sea
coast except at the period of migration. Some are even 
supposed to pass the summer in England in the fens; the 
egg of which is said to resemble that of the Lapwing, but is 
rather less, being of an olive-brown, covered all over with 
small dusky spots. The greater part of the species retire 
however to the north to breed. Their food consists of fry, 
small fish, and shelly mollusca. 

The length of this specie. is about 14 inches. Bill about 21 inches 
long, dusky. Irid. hazel.-In the winter plumage of bot/uexes, the 
apace between the uppt'r mandible and the eye, throat, middle of the 
breast, belly, all the other lower parts and the middle of the back, 
pure white. Head, cheek., sidea and fore part of the neck, and alIo 
the Bides of the breast atreaked longitudinally with ashy-brown and 
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white. Feathere of the upper part of the back, acapulare, IUId wing
coverts blackiah-brown, each 81UfOunded by a wide yellowish-white 
border; on the longer acapulare there are lOme small dark brown 
bIUId8. Tail white, the central feathere banded with brown; the 2 
lateral feathere striped longitudinally. Tips of the quill8 whiti8h. 
Under wing-coverts banded with brown. Bill uhy-brown. Feet 
yellowi8h-green. 

The ytnm[f of tits yu.w acarcely dift'er fiom the old after their first 
moult. The feet are then cinereoU8. 

""mmer plumage, with the head IUId nape longitudinally banded 
with black IUId white. Orbitl white. The fIu:e, throat, fore part of 
the neck, breut, upper part of the belly and ftanb, white, scattered 
over with oval 8POts which are very numerou8 about the middle of 
summer; the reat of the lower parte are pure white, except the 
lower wing-coYerts, which have some black along the shafts of the 
feathere. The upper part of the back IUId scapulare deep black, 
bordered on the feathere of the back with white, IUId upon the acapu
!are with 8 or 4. BPOts of rufoU8-white, diBpoeed on the bordere of the 
barbs. Shoulder of the wing black. The greater wing-coverts and 
conUguoU8 large feathere are of a mfoU8-uh, with some black along 
the 8hafts; on the bordere of these long feathere there are lOme small 
interrupted black mar ... ; the coverts are aIao bordered with a white 
edging, which is 8ucceeded by lUIother of brown. The 2 middle 
tail feathere are ash, tranBvereely bIUIded with zig-zags of brown. 
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620 APPENDIX. 

HOODED MERGANSER. 

(Mflrp cucullat1U, LIn. Syst. LATH. WILSOIf . viii. p. 79. pI. 6!) 
fig. 1.) 

FINIS. 
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INDEX. 

A. 
A~~1.T::; &."JT~D"~, 
---- Wandering, (D. e:I)o 

tdEET,'), 
AIIlBLYRBllfCBUS (Subgenus of), 

241 
,TJU."H'S, (CTTnu, ,f), 
ARDEA (Subgenus of), 41. 

;t~:r~~E(t,u~::~ ;;!)): ~j, 
Auk Little, or Sea Dove (Una 

aa'},531 
-- Great, (.112,,, impennis) ;,,')3. 
-- Parroquet, (PlasleriB p.Uta· 

cui,,), 5;A, 
Avoeet (RECURVIROSTRA, Genus 

of),73. 
,'-~' '- Ail1eriTKTK, (C, am11"tiI' 

lIa),75. 

Bit~m American (.I1rdea lmli-
1f'""Ta), 
--Least, (.11. exilis) 66. 
Blue Bird Arctic (Sialia IIrctica), 

A",,,nd,,,, 57", 
~liy (Sul~~ca), 500., 

:~:~';';,:~s(::~;::::::';;f.j~2, 
Bunting Painted (Emberiza picta), 

Aj'jir:nd. 384. 
--'-'- Clay-colored (E. puUi-

~)'~S;H~·(C,m'Kn&.), App. 
583. 

__ ,_ Tree nr Sparrow (E. 
CG1111iden.T"J, ApI'. &0;;, 

53 

C. 
Calendre Lark, (Alauda calan

dr,;] ApI" 580, 
Cat-Bird (TurdlU jelifJOX) 573. 
CATOPTROPHORUS (SubTTnuB of), 

143, ~ 

Cedar-Bird, (Bombycill4 caroli-

C=~~)I'lf;t:;~Z~m =: 
d'T"YiG), ;;38. 

CLA.lfGULA (Subgenus or), rro. 

~E~J~;f~J~~!~:~~ : 
C~7:,;ner""us ;,Y a~"nCaT;PT), 

Cormorants (PBALACROCOJU.J:,) 
Gel1l1S on 477, 

Cormo,ant 'Cfrk~, (A. afri.i:a,
mu),488. 
-~- ?70IW1111D (C, Cayl,y) , 
479. 

----Crested (P. eriAotv8), 
486, 

----Double Crested (P. di
lop3'PT), 

--- Chag (P. 
484. 

Cranes (GRUB, Genus of), 38. 

( .n., 



INDBX. 

Crane Brown, (G. cl.lftlltLmBi.r), 88. 
-- Great White (G. *AtUlu-

6onii,) 39. 
-- Whooping (G. americt.ma) 

84. 
CRElI, ~Subenus oC) 208. 
Cro88blil Common (Lozia cum

rostra), App. 590. 
--- WhIte-Winged (L. lea

coptera), App. 590. 
Curlews, (NU.ElUUS, Genus oC) 

92. 
Esquimaux, (N. Bud

.rtmicIu ,) 97. 
--- l.ong-Billed (N. loagi

rtntris),94. 
--- Small Esquimaux, (N. 

IIortaliB,) 101. 
--- Whimbrel American, 

(N. illtermediw,) 100. ' 

D. 
Darte1'll (PLOTUS Genus of), 605. 
--- :black-Bellied (P. anI&iR

p,) 507. 
--- Surinam, (BeliomiB n

riMmensi6,) 510. 
Divers, (COLY •• UB Genus of), 

511. 
Diver Black-Throated, (C. arc

hc1u,) 517. 
--Great Northem, (C. glad

alu) 513. 
--Red-Throated (C •• epten

trionaliB) 519. 
Dipper American, (Cinclw ameri

canw) App. 569. 
Dobchick Pied-Bill, (Podit:ep' 

Ducb, Teal Blue-winged (A. 
di6cor.) 897. 
----Green-winged (A. 

cruea,) 400. 
-- Winter, or Pintail (.4acu 

1JCUttJ,) 386. 
-- Wid ron American (A. 

americaM, 389. 
Ducks Sea ( ULIGULA, Genus of) 

405 .. 
Duck Black, or Surf (F. per8pi

ciliata), 416. 
- CannA-Back (F. NliBM-

ria) 430 • 
- Eider (F. frIOlliBsima) 407. 
- King (F. 6putabilis) 414. 
- Velvet (F. flUCa) 419. 
- Golden-eye, (F. cltmpla) 

440. 
-------- Barrow's (F. 

BarrDllii,) 444. • 
- Harlequin (F. /Wtri0llica) 

448. 
- Long-Tailed (F. gladalU) 

453. 
-- Pied (F.iabradora,) 428. 
-Red-Headed (F.feriM) 484. 
- Ring-Necked (F. rujitor-

quu) 4:f9. 
- R.uddy (F. rubida),4i6. 
-- Scaup (F. marila), 437. 
-- Scoter (F. nigra), 423. . 
----- American (F. amen- . 

cana,) 422. 
- Spirit (F. lIlbeola) 445. 
-- Western (F. Stellen) 451. 
Dunlin, or Ox-Bird (Tnnga alpi

_) 106. 
carolinensi8,) 259. . 

Ducks, (Alf.t.s, Genus of) 373. E. 
-- Common, or Mallard, (A. EULIGA (Subgenus of) 167. • 

domutica,) 378. 
-- Dusky, (A. o~'Cllra,) 892. F. 
-- Gadwall, (A. .frep_,) Finch Black, or Snow-Bird 

883. (Fringilla AiemaliB) App. 589. 
-- Musk, or Muscovy, (A. - Fox-Colored (F. iliIKa,) 

frIOIcAata,) 403. App. 588. 
- Shoveler, (A. dypeal4,) --White-Crowned (F. ,.-

375. copA17J6,) Apj). 587. 
-- Summer or Wood, (A. -_. White-Throated (F.pma. 

6pOJ&IG,) 394. 'YImJlic4) App. 588. 
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INDEX. 

JF'R~min~" (i'BIIlI'l2~"PT.llef~, Ge-
nus of), 69. 

---Ameri?an $l'· nW,~2)~' 
i7Ifpa CiiJP~:r"'ffided V"i7IfCl

----Little-Tyrant, (AI. pu-
Iilla) ib. 

JF'r<f:~u!'~~!~f~9 (rUCKff ffBS, 

--- Pelican (T. aquUtU,) 491. 

G, 
fGi'"RwaH Grey, (1J1ItI8 ,r£repe-

,.11) 383. 
Gallinules (GALLIIIULA, Genus 

v~i~1~:I:;iGROridi' (G. g,Yr£u:s), 
223. 
--- Purple (G.1IIIIrtinica,) 

VEl. 
tiffi"bet, Red-Yi""k (V"t"ntU 

calidri,,) 155. 
Gannets (SVLA, Genus of), 498. 

U""net, (ti~~~:b;:(~')':~~) 
Geese, (AI'SER, zti"nuB of) 343. 
Godwits (LuloSA, Genus of) 171. 
iG"iwit (heat sr!ffiYled, C L fe-

doG), 
__ Hudsonian, (L. Hu.dao

mea) 175. 

~;('~hi~~ffiffir:b(}'''ligula 
clangula,) 441. 

----Rocky Mountain, (F. 
Ua""",ii) 444. 

t 2'iOse JF',,!iacle, 
355. 
-- Bean (.11. segetum) 348. 
~- B'~d or JF'r!nt, (rL Ler

nicla) 
-- 'Canada, (.11. CIJ7UU1.msis) 

349. 

Hutcl!;~~i~i36i Barnad", (.11. 
~ ........ ~ ... - Laughing, (Yl. albi,fr0fUJ), 

346. 
-- Snow, (.11, laypffl"borJtu) 

344. 
UOOllea"kr:r, (Alffigusmerga7l8er) 

460. 

(4ffiile V.",ty (~'.~~alUl j.n1fo 
ginew,) App. 597, 

Grebes (PODICBPS, Genus ot), 
Y48. 

Lrebe Ctz,chd, Gaunt, (P. 
cri6tatus,) 250. 
-- Eared, (P. lI"ritua,) 256. 
.~ ............. - Hccffied or ]fy"bchlr:Y, (P. 
r~~r:"tlt,,§) 254. 
-- Little, (P. mi1lO1") 257. 
-- Pied-Bill, (P. w,.olinen-

(P. nYVEcol-
lis) 253. 

Greenlet Bartram's (Vi,.eo BII,.-

t,~amii) ~(;:;g.:~i;,y, (V. 
roatris,) App. 578 . 

Gret'nBhank (Totanus glottU,) 

Ardie' (FriiI}i£la 
arctica ) App. 589. 

Grouse i)usky (Tetrao ob.eunu,) 

Lpp. (T. i'''Yffitris,) LiP. 
610. 

--- White·Tailed (T. leucu-

",r:e,) ~1:;~P~~~;l'''l (T. 
ane!ltu,) App. 615. 

G~o,sbeak, ,~venin!n§ (FringilllJ 

"sp~";~J!~,~,,~t;,d (L Lud-
o'lliciana) App. ib. 

GuiIlemots, (URIA, Genus of) 
;;il. 

I}"iIIemJ,t mack C U, gryllz,), ;,23. 
----Large-mUed (U. Brun-

nichii,) 429. . " , 
trOlli!} ,,26. 

(U. J",,!11IO-
rata) 52.'). 

Gulls, (LARUS, Genus of) 287. 
i"l,,,H BI""k,Back~,l, or I}"bb, 

--B{:~k:'d~=~;d, (L. atriril-
la) 291. 
~ B;e""yarti"", (L. B!iJ"'i",r

",) 29" 
---Brown-Mllllked (L. capis

trattu) 200. 

UI~ 



INDEX. 

Gull Common or Mew, (L. ea
"u.) 299 .. 

--Fork-Tailed, (L. &bi,,") 
296. 

--Franklin's Rosy (L. FrflRk. 
liRii) 298. 

-- Glaucous, or Burgomu-
ter (L. Sla1UUB,) 306. 

--Herring {L. argentatul,)804. 
--Ivory, (1.. ebunsetu) 801. 
-- Kittiwue (L. tridlu:tyIUl), 

296. 
--- Little (L. ,,""wu) 289. 
-- Ring-liilled Mew (L. _ 

()I'1a~UI) 800. 
-- Short-Billed Mew, (L. 

6racltyrlayndm) 301. 
-- Silvery, (L. fu'etu) 802. 
-- Skus, (LutriB catarrtuW) 
, 812. 
__ Wedge-Tailed (Lat'UI Ro8-

• ii) 295. 
--White-Winged Silvery (L. 

leueopterus) 305. 
GYKNATHU8, (Subgenus of) 403. 
GY.NUBA, (Subgenus of) 416. 

H. 
HABELDA, (Subgenus of) 452. 
HELIOBN18, (Genus of) 509. 
Herous, (ABDBA, Genus of) 89. 
Heron American Night (.8. • dis-

cor.) 54. 
-- Blue, (.8. creruka) 58. 
--Bittern (.8.lentiginOBa,) 60. 
-- Great White, (oN. egrd.tlJ,) 

47. 
-- Great, (.8. latroditu,) 42. 
-- Green (oN. tlirucBftl), 68. 
_._- Least, (.8. exili.) 00. 
-- Louisiana, (.8. ludotlieia-

na) 61. 

H~-Bird Nootka (7rocAi
lu. "lf1u) App. 605. 

Hnm~-Bird .Northern (T. co
lubriB,) App. lb. 

HI'DROKA, (Subgenus of) 259. 

I. 
Ibis, (lBlB, Genus of) 84. 
-- Glo .. y (T.Jalel"IlUU,) 88. 
-- Scarlet (T. rubra,) 84. 
- White (T. alba,) 86. 
Ibis Wood (TANTALUS Genus 

of), 81. 
--- (T. loeulator) 82. 

J. 
Jagers, (LEITRI., genus of) 810. 
Jager Arctic, (L.para.ritie4), 317. 
-- Broad-Billed, (L. Clpp1&u) 

318. 
-- PomarlDe, (L. pomari_> 

815 • 
-- Richardson'. (L. Richard.

sonit) 819. • 
Jay Canada, or WhiBkey-Jack 

(CM"l1UB ctmadetIBiB,) App. 598. 
- Short-Billed (C. brac4yryn.

cAu ,) App. 599. 

K. 
King-Fisher Belted, (.81ceU oSl

cyon) App. 609. 
Knot, (7'rinp cifttl'tII) 125. 

L. 
Lark Shore! or Homed, (.8latula 

COT"uta) App.582. 
Linnet Grey-Crowned (FringiUa 

UpArocotis,) App. 598. 
LOBB-FoOTED BIBDS, (PINI.'fATl

PEDES, Order of), 226. 
LOB Ins, (Subgenus of) 239. 

M. -- Peale', Egret (.8. Pllalii,) 
49. 
-- Snowy, {.8. t/lndidissima\ 

ib. 
__ White-Crowned, (.8. IIio

laCtA) 52. 

MACHETES, (Subgenus 01) 129. 
MAcRoPus, (Subgenos of) 450. 
MA.cRou.PHus, (Subgenus of) 

180. 

HETEBOPODA, (Subgenus of) 185. 
HOJ,OPODlIIS, (Subgenus of) 244. 

Martin Purple, (R. puTpfloTUl), 
App.608. 

Mergansers (MEROliB Genus of), 
458. 
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legua),12. 
Owl Arctic, or White 

-- T:;~:~~' 
malmt), App. 562. 

P. 

Homed 
561 

TCL*L" 

Peli2T8 (PLLL2:.UIl78, (%s:nus 
469. 

Pelican <{;. O7&Ocrotalus), 471. 

Peccd ;~~n i~i£rcL~io~~::L: 
(Thalassidroma Lead&ii), 426. 

. .. ~il:r,:~~'~~r(~ 327. 
8;22"), 322. 

Petrels (PROCELLAIUA, Genus 
of), 328. . 

PeiceR Flll"'ite2 gl;e2LfElis), 
~ .......... ~ Giant gign2LCfE), 

PeL"'itR Shear" ,&2hter (L$4~U 
gC,*rLm), '&1rR*L, 
--Dusky (P. ob,twiU), 
--cinereoua (P. cinerllU6), 



INDEX. 

Rail Clapper (R. crepUau), 901. Sc~lopaceona Courlan (hama_ 
-- Lesser (R. tnrginianus,) &otopace1J8),68. 

205. SCOLOPAX, (Subgenna of), 18&. 
-'- Yellow-Breasted (R. _e- Sea Ducks (FULIOOLA, Genu 

boraU7l8is) , 215. of),405. 
RALLOS (Subgenus of), 200. Shag (PhalClCTOCOTfU graeulfU), 
Razor-Bill (.Illea torda), 547. 484. 
Red-Poll Lesser (FringiUa Ii __ Shoveller (.Ilnas clypeata), 375. 

ria), App. 592. Shrike/.American Grey (I.-iu 
Robin American (7'KrdfU migra- euvI1itoroidu), App. 564. 

tonus), App. 569. -- Great American (L. borca-
Ruft" (Tringa pugnaz), 130. lis), App. ib. 

-- White-Winged (L. ele-
S. (CIu), App. 566. 

Sanderlings (CALIDBI', Genna Skimmer (RYMCBOP8, Genu of), 
of,) 2. 263. 

Sanderling (C. Clrmaria), 4. --- Black (R. nigra), 1164, 
Sandpipers (TBlMOA, Genua of), and App. 616. 

103. ----- Appendix, ie. ib. 
----Ash-Colored, or Knot Smew (Mcrgu alhellUB), 461. 

(T. cinerea), 125. Snipe (SCOLOPAX, Genna of), 179. 
Broad-Billed (T. pla- -- Brown ~S. grisetl), 181. 

tyrluJll:tl) , 114. -- Douglas s (S. Dougltuia) 
-~-- Buft'·Breasted (T. TU' 191. 

Jescens), 113, -- Drummond's (S. Drum-
Cape (T subarqu4ts), mondii}, 190. 

104. -- White-Tailed (S.leucunu), 
---- DUDlin (T. alpi_) , App.617. 

106. -- Wilson's (8. W"al8oraii), 
---- Pectoral (T. pectora- 185. 

lis). 111. -- Semipalmated (TotCl1lfU" 
---- Pigmy (T. minuta) , mipalmatfU), 1 ..... 

119. SOIIUTERIA, (Subgenus of). 406. 
---- Purple (T. maritima), SPATHULEA, (Subgenus of), 874. 

115. Spoonbill. (PLATALEA, Genu. 
Ruft'(T. pugnaz), 130. of),78. 

---- Schinz's (T. &himu), Roseate (P. ajaja), 79. 
SQOATABOI.A, (Subgenu of), 26. 
Stilt Black-Necked (Hi_7IlopU 

nigricollis), 8. 

10!). 
---- Semipalmated (T .• e

mipalmllta},I36. 
---Stint (T. pusilla), 117. 
---- Wilson's (T. Wilso-

nii), 121. 
Sandpipers Stilt-Legged (HEMI

PALMA, Subgt'nus of), 138. 
Sandpipt'r Long-Legged (Tringa 

Hi'11UJntopw), ib. 
Audubon's Stilt (T . .Ilu

dubonii). 140. 
---Douglas's Stilt (T. DOII

g[ ani), 141. 

Swallow Bam, (Hirundo ameri
cana), App. 60'7. 

---Clift' (H. lvn,ifrOM} , App 
ib. 

Swans (CYGNUS, Genu8 of). 364. 
-- Bewick'. (C. Bewickii) , 

372. 
--Trumpeter (C. bucci __ 

tor},870. 
--Wild (C.J-), 366. 
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T. Tumstone (SraJIPSJL178 Genua 
Tatler Bartram'. (ThtCl7lu Bar- of),29. 

tramU), 168. , or Sea Dotterel (S. ill-
-- Spotted, or Peet-Weet, (T. terpru), SO. 

_ulanUB),I62. -- Green-Rwnp (T. chWropy-
--White-Tailed (T.odlropu), gilll),159. 

157. 
-- Red-Shank (T. cGlidris), U. 

155. Ua1A (Genua of), 522. 
-- Yellow-Shanks (T. jla1li-
p~,I~ ~ 

-- Great Yellow· Shanks (T. Vulture Californian (CatAartu 
1iOCifenu), 148. . california".,.), App. 558. 

-- Green-Rump (T. cIcloro-
pygiUB),159. W. 

Teal Blue-Winged (097/48 diBcor.), WADINO BIRDS (GRALLATOIll:S), 
897. 1. 

-- American Green-Winged, Warbler Yellow-Rump (Sylf1ia 
(A. crecca), 400. maculosa), App. 574. 

Tell-Tale, or Great Yellow- --- Ratlrbone's (S. RatAllo
Shanks (Tota"UB fJOCifert&B), nia), App. 575. 
148. --- Roscoe's (S. Ro,coe) , 

Tel"llll (STERNA, Genus of), 267. App. 574. 
Tern Arctic (S. aTctica), 275. Waxen Chatterer European 
- Black (8 mgra),~. (Bmrtbycilla~a7TUla),App.579. 
-- Cayenne (S. Cayaoo), 268. WEB-FoOTED lhaDS (PALMI.S-
-- Great (S. hirundo), 271. DE3),262. 
-- Mar8h (S. anglica), 269. Whimbrel American (Numeniu 
-- Noddy (S .• tolida), 285. intennediw), 100. 
-- Roseate (S. Dougalii), 278. Willet (Tota"w .emipaltRGtt.f8), 
-- Sandwich (S. Boysi&), 276. 144. 
-- Silvery (S. aTgentea), 280. Woodcocks (R17STICOLA, Geuua 
-- Sooty (S.fuligillDsa), ~. of), 192. 
Thrush Wilson's (Turdu Wil- Woodcock LellllCr (R. miJaor), 

tomi}, 571. 194. 
--Mock-Bird (T. meruloi- Woodpecker Downy (Picw pM-

des), 572. bucefI8), App. 600. 
Titmouse Black-Cap (ParUB atri- Little Georr.·an (P. 

capillus), App. 576. mendionalis), App._60 . 
---Hudsonian (ParUB Hud- Little Midland (P. 

SOl&icus), App. 577. medianu), App. ib. 
TOTAIf(;S (TATLER GenuBof) 142. Red-Shafted (P. 
--- (Subgenus of), 148. mexicanUB), App. 608. 
TRINOA (Subgenus of), 104. Three-Toed Arctic 
Tropic-Birds (PB&TON, Genus (P. arctict&B)1 App. ib. 

of),502. Three-Toed Com-
Common (P. mtJatif'e- mon (P. tridtJctylw), App. 602. 

u),503. Wren Winter (Troglodytes Aiema-
Troopial SatFron-Headpd (lctert&B lis), App. 003. 

zomAocepAalus) , App. 594. -- RUDy-Crowned (1Up .. 
calendKlw), App. 604. 
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