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Tms volume completes that portion of the series which 
relates to the statesmen of the English commonwealth. 
The subjects have been selected with reference to 
the various stages in the struggle, from the opposition 
in the reign of James to the breaking out of the civil 
war, and thence to the execution of Charles, the usurp­
ation of Cromwell, and the resumption of power by the 
republicans on the abdication of his son. The prin­
cipal and greatest person who adhered to Charles has 
not been omitted. 

Four lives, out of the six, are here written in a 
detached shape for the first time; for, though few have 
been able to dispute the celebrated saying of bishop 
Warburton, that, at the period they illustrate, the spirit 
of liberty was at its height in this country, "and its 
interests were conducted and supported by a set of the 
greatest geniuses for government that the world ever 

. saw embarked together in one common cause," the 
number of those who have troubled themselves to in­
quire into the reason or precise value of this saying 
have been fewer still. It is surely a grave reproach to 
English political biography, that the attention so richly 
due to the statesmen who opposed Charles the First, in 
themselves the most remarkable men of any age or 
nation, should have been suffered to be borne away by 
the poorer imitatora of their memorable deeds, the au­
thors of the imperfect settlement of 1688. 

The portrait prefixed to this volume illustrates one 
of the earlier memoirs, and has been engraved by the 
courtesy of Lord St. Germains, the patriot's lineal de­
scendant. It is the first published portrait of Sir John 
Eliot. . 

58. Lincoln'. Inn Fitlds. 
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LIVES 

OF 

. EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN. 

SIR HENRY VANE THE YOUNGER. 

1612-1662. 

HENRY VANE, the eldest son of sir Henry Vane, of 
Hadlow, in Kent, was born in the year 1612. His 
family could trace itself back to the earliest times of the 
English history.- They sprang from Howel ap Vane, 
of Monmouthshire, whose son, Griffith ap Howel Vane, 
married Lettice, daughter of Bledwin ap Kenwyn, lord 
of Powis. Six generations after this mark the date of 
the battle of Poictiers, where the then representative of 
the family, Henry V~ne, received knighthood on the 
field as the reward of great bravery. After the lapse of 
five more generations, one of the branches of the family 
altered the name to Fane, which was retained by the 
descendanta of his second son; while the issue of his 
fourth son, John, who had inherited the manor of 
Hsdlow, and other estates in Kent and elsewhere, in 
consequence of the eldest son dying without issue, re­
sumed, in the second generation, the old name of Vane. 

• Ludlow .tatel . them to have been originally of the diocese of Durham. 
JIIemoin, vol. Ii. p.1I0. 

VOL. IV. B 
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BRITISH STATESMEN. 

The eldest son of this last named John was unwarily 
drawn into sir Thomas Wyatt's inlRUTection, but par_ 
doned, on the score of youth, by Mary, and afterwards 
elected to two of Elizabeth's parliaments. Henry Vane, 
the father of the subject of this memoir, was his eldest 
grandson; and it was by him the ancient name was re­
sumed. 

Sir Henry Vane the elder is described by Clarendon 
as a busy and a bustling man; and a rapid glance over 
the chief incidents of hiB life will show the correct­
ness of the description. He was born in 1589, and 
received knighthood from James I. in 1611. He tra­
velled afterwards for three years, and mastered many 
foreign languages. On his return to England, he was 
elected to the parliament of 1614, by the city of Carlisle, 
and from this period, during many years, exerted con­
siderable inftuence in the cabinets of James and Charles. 
James had appointed him, soon after his entry into the 
house of commons, cofFerer to the prince, who con­
tinued him in the same office on his own accession to 
the throne, and made him one of his privy council. In 
the parliaments of 1620 and 162tJ, he continued to sit 
for Carlisle; and he served in every subsequent parlia­
ment to the time of his death, having been elected for 
Thetford in Norfolk, 'Vilton in Wiltshire, and for the 
county of Kent. As a diplomatist, he appears justly 
entitled to high prsise; in other matters, it may not be 
unjust to use the words of Clarendon, that he had 
"credit enough to do his business in all places, and 
cared for no man, otherwise than as he found it very 
convenient :for himself:'· In 16:n, he had been ap­
pointed ambassador extraordinary to renew the treaty 
of friendship and confederacy with Christian of Den­
mark; and also, in a similar character,to conclude on 
a firm peace and alliance with Gustavus Adolphus of 
Sweden. Both these treaties were of great importance 

, 
• Hi.tory of the RebeJlion, vol. i. p. 216., Oxford, 1826 (the only cor­

rect edition). 
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SIB HENBY VANE. ' 3 

to the power and the commercial interests of England, 
and he concluded both auspiciously. He returned home 
in 1682, and in 1688 gave a princely entertainment, at 
his castle of Raby, to Charles, then on his way to 
Seotland to be crowned; as he did again on a more 
fatal occaaion, in 1689, when the king was marching 
with his melancholy "expedition to Scotland," in which 
air Henry Vane himself had the command of a regi­
ment. In the latter year, he was made comptroller of 
the household, and some months after this appointment 
n!Ceived the highest seat in Charles's administration, 
that of principal secretary of state. The latter years of 
his life &BBOciate themselves with the fortunes of his 
illustrious son. 

The mother of the famous air Henry Vane was 
Frances Darcy, of an old family in Essex. She had 
many other ehildren, of whom the second son, sir' 
George Vane, was knighted in 1640, and seated himself 
in retirement at Long Melton, in the county of Durham ; 
while Charles distinguished himself as a diplomatist 
under the commonwealth, when envoy to Lisbon. One 
of her daughters married sir Tho~as Honeywood·, of 
Essex, a man of learning and a good soldier; another, 
sir Francis Vincent, of Surrey; a third married air 
Thomas Liddel, of Ravensworth, an ancestor of the 
present earl of Ravensworth; while the eldest became 
the wife of air Thomas Pelham, the ancestor of those 
families which are now represented by the duke of 
Newcastle, the earl of Chichester, and lord Yarborough. 
It may be worth adding, that the present earldom of 
Westmoreland is held by the lineal descendant of that 
branch. of the Vane family who retained the assumed 
name of Fane; and that the present duke of Cleveland, 
William Harry Vane, is the lineal det!cendant of the 
great statesman whose life will occupy these pages. A 
dukedom was given, in 1882, as the reward of a dis-

• See Wood', F""ti O~onlen.i., part 2. P. 167., ed. Bn... 
B2 
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4 BRITISH STATESJIEN. 

interested advocacy of popular principles - rewarded, 
in 1662, by a scaffold I· 

Such were dIe brilliant auspices which ushered Henry 
Vane into the world. The representative of a long line 
of illustrious ancestors, the immediate heir to great wealth, 
and, as it were, to the favour of the princes whom his 
father served, - a broad and bright path stretched itself 
out before him, lighted by honours and enjoyments, 
and leading to luxury and power. 

He received his education at WestmiDster school, 
under the care of Lambert OsbaldistoDj and was school­
fellow with Arthur Haselrig, Thomas Scot, and others 
whom active participatioD in public affairs subsequently 
rendered famous.t Here, yielding for a time to the 
impulses of his youth and station, he entered wildly 
into the gaieties of both; and they soon showed him, 
by the light of sudden and awful contrast, a fiery 
sincerity in his soul, which had nothing in common 
with such things, but marked its owner out for serious 
and great achievements, and whispered to him, even 
then, of the possible regeneration of mankind. He 
shall describe the first dawning of this change in his 
own words, as he described it, in after years, to the 
multitudes who had assembled to see him die:-" I was 
born a gentleman; had the education, temper, and 
spirit of a gentleman, as well as others; being, in my 
youthful days, inclined to the vanities of this world, 
and to that which they call good fellowship, judging it 
to be the only means of accomplishing a gentleman. 

• It il scarcely necessary to say that alluaion II here made to WiIIillDl 
Harry Vane, baron Raby of Raby ca.tle, and duke of Cleveland; knowD. 
before the acce8sion of his present titles, aa the earlot' Darlington, and allo 
as the marquis of Cleveland He had an enormous interest at stake in the 
existence of the rotten boroughs, and yet vot.m in the house of lords for 
their eXllDctlbn on the memorable 4th of June, Ih32, when that great 
measure of reform wu consummated which his illustrious ancestor_ the 
.tate.~aD whose life II ,!ritten in these pa8es-~ad been the first to propose 
to parha.nent. He received hiS dukedom early In the follOWing ye-ar .. with 
the addition oftbe very barony of Raby, in appropriating which, two cen. 
turles before, lord Strallbrd had given luch mortal otllmce to the elder sir 
Henry Vane. The authorities fur the pedigree of the Vanes will be found 
in the Biof. Brit. vol. vi. I'· 3989. ; and in Collin.'s Peerage, vol. Iv. p. 290 

t Wood. Atb. 0". vol. ill. p. Sl8., ed. BliI.. . 
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. SIR HENRY VANE. 5 

But, about the fourteenth or fifteenth year of my age, 
which was about thirty-four or five years since, God 
was pleased to lay the foundation or groundwork of 
repentance in me, for the bringing me home to himself, 
by his wonderful rich and free grace, revealing hiB Son 
in me, that, by the knowledge of the only true. God, and 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, I might, even whilst 
here in the body, be made· partaker of eternal life, in 
the first fruits of it."· His father appears to have 
remonstrated bitterly against his unworldly change. 
"Yea," observes Sikes, "'this change and new steering 
of his course contracted enmity to him in his father's 
house." And in the year after its occurrence, he was 
sent as a gentleman commoner to Magdalen college, 
Oxford, where, it is possible, his father may have hoped 
that in such a nursery of dissipation and fantastic 
forms the youth might be induced to abandon his un­
toward turn for seriousness and the realities. 

Such a hope, if ever entertained, was doomed to very 
decisive disappointment. " At about sixteen years of 

• Vane'. speech on the .callbld, from .... pamphlet .. printed in the year 
1662." A very extraordinary publication of the same year, to which I shall 
ba.e very frequent occasion to refer. and which was written by one oC 
Vabe's associates, thus described this change in his habits and way of life:­
.. He was born a gentleman. My next word is 10 much too big Cor that. 
that it may hardly seem decorous to stand 80 near it. He was a chosen 
vessel DC Chri.t, separated (as Paul) from hiB mother'. womb. though not 
actually called till 14 or 15 years' standing in the world ('twas longer ere 
Panl was called) ; during which time, Buch was the complexion and consti­
tution DC hillpirit. through ignorance oC God and his wayes, al rendered 
him acceptable company to thOle they call good Cellows (yet. at his wont. 
restrained Cram that lewdness intemperance sometimes leads into, which 
he hath been oCt heard to thank God Cor). and so long he Cound tolerable 
quarter amongat men. l'hen God did by lOme signal impressiona and 
awakening dispensationa, startle him into a view of the danger oC hil COD­
dition. On this. he and hi. former jo)ly company came presently to a 
parting blow." The tltlepage oC the very singular and valuable book 
trum which the above extract is taken rUns in th~ words: _" LiCe and 
Death oC Sir "Henry Vane, Knight; or, a short Narration oC his earthly 
Pilgrimage; together with a true Account oC his purely Christian, peace ... 
able. Bpiritual. Gospel Principle.. Doctrine, Life ... and Way oCworshlpping 
God, for which he suffered Contradiction and .u.eproach Crom alliorts of 
Sinner. and at laot a violent Death, June 1 ... Anno 1662. To which i. 
added. Ilia la.t Exhortation to his Children, the Day before hiB Death. 
Printed in the Year 1662." The author waa George Sik .... a bachelor in 
divinity. and Cellow of Magdalen, in OxCord. where Vane studied. and, It 
may be .upposed, their intimacy commenced. He was a thorough entnu .. 
Iiaot. with all the sincerity and Calth, though without the knowledge and 
VariOUl power. oC Vane himself: " 

B S 
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6 BRITISH STA.TESMEN. 

age," says Anthony a Wood, "he became a gentleman 
commoner of Magdalen Hall, as his great creature, 
Henry Stubbe, hath several times informed me; but, 
when he was to be matriculated as a member of the 
university, and so consequently take the oath of alle­
giance and supremacy, he quitted his gown, put on a 
cloak, and studied, notwithstanding, for some time in 
the said halL" He then quitted Oxford for the 
continent, and, passing through France, spent some time 
in Geneva-, where his strong tendency to the dispute 
and discussion of spiritual matters, it will readily be 
supposed, found little check or hinderance. He brought 
back with him to England, Clarendon tells us, "a full 
prejudice and bitterne8B against the church, both against 
the form of the government, and the liturgy, which was 
generally in great reverence, even with many of those 
who were not friends to the other." 

Great was the consternation, meanwhile, of the now 
worthy comptroller of his majesty king Charles's house­
hold, the elder Vane. The open disaffection of his son 
in matters of religion could be concealed no longer: 
useless had been all threats and persuasions on that 
score; still more usele8B the endeavour to tame a yet 
stronger tendency to republicanism, by bringing the 
youth within reach of the king. The presence cham­
ber of Charles t had no charms for one to whom the 
house and heart of Pym were open. A last effort was 
made, and with a like result. The bishops took the 
matter in hand. "It was suggested," says his friend 
Sikes:t, "by the bishops to the then king, concerning 

• Clarendon, voL I. p. 326. ; Oxford edition of 1826. 
t A favourite story of the ribald royalist prinla agaiDst yOUDg Vane had 

ill origin in these efforts of hi. father to conquer hi' popular and repub­
lican tastes, by bringing him into perlonal contact with the king. On one 
occasion, the youth WI.' left alone by his father (purpotely, no doubt) in the 
royal presence chamber i when Charles .. uddenly approaching, Vane as 
suddenly, resolute to aVOid him, hid himself behind the ansI. Charles, 
perceiving a motion in the hangingst poked with the stick he always car­
ried at that part of the room, till Vane was obliged to come forth, and 
II retired in confusion. If This was an insult, say the seUbhly judging 
royalift writen, which the younJit republican never forgave. 

t In the publication referred to above, - Life aDd Death of Sir HenrJ 
Vane. , 
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SIR DENRY VANE. 7 

him, 'that the heir of a considerable family about his 
majesty Wi££i dislike of the disdpline 
ceremonies of England, anzl 
majesty take some course 
On this, of London took 
who seemezl him gently in the 
but concluzlozl against him in 
Such a a close to it, 
imagined. The Ilupreme self-confidencl;J of Laud, lash­
ing itself into imperious and passionate wonder against 
the calm and immovable reason of the young republican 
recusant, is precisely what was likely to have been; and 
was also an exhibition in no way likely to increase the 
church's claims to obedience or respect in the person of 
her most 

These 
evidences 

of the life of Vane 
What he afteliwzmEli 

willed already. Tu 
zl'emptation, or whot 

ii~Ulim to have gone 
overrule ,he destiny of a 
this case of the "son and heir" of the favourite minister 
of Charles I. But the power of Genius is the greatest 
power that the world has tested yet, and this Vane had. 
Impelled and sustained by it, he " waved and whistled 
off ten thousand strong and importunate temptations," 
and dashed the " dice-box of Chance" from her jew­
elled hando 

Whilst ipUlinwznt what course tu 
him, looknfi lest a hostile pOSitiiiii, 
tained ultimately weaken 
rasa his Olliin court, young Vailo 
announced at once to leave 
and seek ihe ithwrty of conscience denied him :here in 
new world that had risen beyond the waters of the 
wide Atlantic. 0 Shortly after, the Rev. Mr. Garrard had 0 

a choice piece of news to write to the lord deputy of 
Ireland, which he worded thus, with his usual gossiping 
mixture of truth and falsehood: - "Mr. comptroller 

°B 4 
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8 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

sir Henry Vane's eldest BOn hath left his father, his 
mother, his country, and that fortune which his father 
would have left him here, and is, for conscience' sake, 
gone into New England, there to lead the rest of his 
days, being about twenty years of age. ae had ab­
stained two years from taking the sacrament in England, 
because he could get nobody to administer it to him 
standing. He was bred up at Leyden; and I hear 
that sir Nathaniel Rich and Mr. Pym have done him 
much hurt in their persuasions this way. God forgive 
them for it, if they be guilty!"· 

When, twenty-seven years having passed, sir Henry 
Vane addressed the English people and posterity from 
a scaffold, he thus described, in words never to be for­

. gotten, the cause which moved him to this voluntary 
exile:- C( Since my early youth, through grace, I have 
been kept steadfast, desiring to walk in all good con· 
science towards God and towards man, according to 
the best light and understanding God gave me. For 
this, I was willing to turn my back upon my estate; 
expose myself to hazards in foreign parts; yea, no. 
thing seemed difficult tome, BO I might preserve 
faith and a good conscience, which I prefer before all 
things; and do earnestly persuade all people rather to 
suffer the highest contradictions from man, than dis­
obey God by contradicting the light of their own con. 
science. In this it is I stand with BO much comfort 
and 601dness before you all this day." 

America then stood forward, to the imaginations of 
the enthusiastic and the young, no less than to the 
oppressed consciences of worn and persecuted men, in 
the l light of a promised land. The progress of her 
colonisation had excited the utmost interest and curiosity 
throughout Europe; the fortunes of her first emi_ 
grants, glimmering back into the world they had left 
through the infinite wildernesses and over the vast and 
dismal ocean which now divided them from it, were strained 

.. Strallbrd', Letters, vol. i. P. 46S. 
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BlR HENRY VANE. 9 
after by their friends with painful earnestness and 
wonder; and, at each successive ship that left with pil­
grim passengers to her shores, the admiration lind 
amazement of men increased, that not of the poor, the 
unfortunate, or the lowly were these voluntary exiles, 
but rather, in the majority of instances, the most re­
fined and accomplished examples of the civilisation of 
the age. Not alone the scholar and the philosopher, 
but the wealthy, the high born, and the nobly bred, 
were thus seen willingly abandoning the classic quiet, 
the splendour, the refinement of their homes, urged 
and sustained by those grand designs and hopes which, 
having told them that mankind were born for a better 
system of government, and a purer shape of society, 
than existed in the Old World, now peinted out to them 
an opportunity of testing these exalted aspirations in the 
new and strange lands which had started up so suddenly 
beyond the vast and dismal ocean. The work, thus 
begun by pure philanthropists, was carried out to an 
extraordinary extent by Laud's terrible system of 
church government; and, for many months before Vane 
80 suddenly formed his resolution of, exile, successive 
multitudes of sufferers for the conscience' sake had 
been driven from their native country to take refuge in 
New England, as the last home that was left for religion 
or for liberty. 

In glancing at the infancy of the American colonies, 
even thus briefly, several considerations of great interest 
suggest themselves as to the peculiar forms and habits 
of society which were of necessity incident to that early 
state, and the intellectual influences which again, as a 
matter of course, sprang out of these forms. It will 
be a matter of importance to follow them, as far as we 
may, in their probable or possible effects upon the mind 
of Vane. The extraordinary spectacle of two extreme 
points of human progress brought back into direct con_ 
tact, which awaited his landing on the Americarrshores, 
could hardly be presented to such a mind witkout an 
effect scarcely less extraordinary. There he had to see 
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10 BRITISH S'l'ATEIIIIE!f. 

a reunion of the city and the wilderneas, a junction in 
the same men of the habits which belong to the high­
est advances of refinement and to the most rude and 
primitive condition of humanity. In log-houses he 
would have to seek, not vainly, the most studiously 
polished manners of civilisation; for " the same person 
whose evenings were spent in the studies ofphilO8Ophy, 
learning, and religion, was engaged during the day in 
the midst of the forest, or floating in a bark canoe;" 
toiling in labours which were the occupations of the 
rudest and most barbarous ages, the employments of the 
period when 

-" Nature 8nt made man, 
And wild in wooda the noble BavIIII! ran." 

Vane was not suffered to depart without many 
peevish remonstrances from his father: but it is said 
the king interfered at last, and intimated a wish for the 
absence of the young republican. t 

A characteristic circumstance awaited his presence on 
board the passage ship. The puritans and noncon­
formists already assembled for the same distant voyage, 
instead of· welcoming their illustrious fellow exile, 
shrank from him with coldneas and suspicion. He was 
the son of a minister of the king; he had a face that 
beamed with lustrous imagination; and he wore long 
hair! " His honourable birth," says his friend Sikes, 
" long hair, and other circumstances of his person, ren­
dered his fellow-travellers jealous of him, as a spye 
to betray their liberty, rather than any way like to 
adv:ant;age their design." The old, vulgar, and never­
failing resource, when we can find no better objection to 
a man! Clarendon has a remark of the same kind in 
his history:-"Sir Harry Vane had an unusual aspect, 
which, though it might naturally proceed both from 
his father and mother, neither of which were beautiful 
persons, yet made men think there was somewhat in 

• Upham's American Biography_ 
t Neal'. History of New England, ,..,1. I. p. 1". Neal!adcJa, tbat Vane'. 

design, .. a. be pretended," was to begin a aetUement on tbe banks of the 
river Connecticut. ADd see Mather, book Ill. P. 77. -
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SIB DENBY VANE. 11 

binl of extraordinary; and his whole life made good 
that imagination." • A few short and pithy words out 
of Sikes's rhapsody furnish no bad result to that style 
of objection in the case of the puritan voyagers:­
« But he that they thought at first sight to have too 
little of Christ for their company, did soon after appear 

• to have too much for them. It 
Vane landed at Boston, in New England, in 1635, 

and was admitted to the freedom of Massachusetts on 
the 3d of March in the same year. Whatever his 
first reception by the colonists may have been, his 
character and his powers very speedily attracted uni­
versal attention; and it became the theme of wonder 
and admiration with them all, that such a man, so 
fitted by his talents and his position to sway the desti­
nies of men in courts and palaces, should "choose the 
better part" with the remote and unfriended exiles of 
the obscure wildernesses of Massachusetts. In '1636, 
after a very short residence among them, and while he 
had not yet completed his twenty-fourth year, "Mr. 
Vane" was elected governor of the colony. 

Clarendon describes the population of Massachusetts 
at this time, garbling truth with falsehood, as " a 
mixture of all religions, which disposed the professors 
to dislike the government of the church; who were 
qualified by the king's charter to choose their own 
government and governors, under the obligation 'that 
every man should take the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy;' which all the first planters did, when 
they received their charter, before they transported 
themselves from hence; nor was there, in many years 
after, the least scruple amongst them of complying 
with those obligations: so far men were, in the in­
fancy of their schism, from refusing to take lawful 
oaths." In the same passage of the history, Vane's 
election and government are thus described:-" He 
was no sooner landed there, but his parts ~ade him 

• VoLl, P. S26. 
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12 BRITISH 8T ATESMEll. 

very quickly taken notice of; and very probably his 
quality, being the eldest son ofa privy counsellor, might 
give him some advantage; insomuch that, when the 
next season came for the election of their magistrates, 
he was chosen their governor; in which place he had 
so ill fortune (his working and unquiet fancy raising 
and infusing a thousand scruples of conscience, which 
they had not brought over with them, nor heard of 
before), that, he unsatisfied with them, and they with 
him, he transported himself into England; having 
sowed such seed of di~nsion there as grew up too 
prosperously, and miserably divided the colony into 
several factions, and divisioDs, and persecutions of each 
other, which still continue, to the great prejudice of 
that plantation; insomuch as some of· them, upon the 
ground of their firat expedition, liberty of conscience, 
have withdrawn themselves from their jurisdiction, 
and obtained other ('.harters from the king, by which, 
in other forms of government, they have enlarged 
their plantation, within new limits adjacent to the' 
other:'· Nor by Clarendon alone has Vane's admi­
nistration been thus spoken of, but by writers of better 
faith and a nobler purpose, whom it is difficult to 
imagine wilfully lending themselves to the propagation 
of error.t 

A simple detail of the short administration of Vane, 
derived from various sources, all of them above sus­
picion t, will be the best answer to statements of this 

• Hiatory or the RebelUon. vol. L 327, 32ll. 
t See Mather, book iii. P. 77.; Neale, vol. I. p. tU .• and the work. of R. 

Baxter, ptUlim. Mather has the follOWing remark :_cl Mr. Vane'. election 
will remain a blemish to Iheir judgment who did elect him, while New Ens­
land remain. a nation; for, coming from England a yOUDg unexJM!rienced 
aentleman. by the industry of some who tboughtto make a tool ofbim. he 
wu elected governor; and, before he was scarce warm in bis seat, fell in 
with the sectaries, and sacrificed the peace of the state to them, leaving u. 
a caveat, thatalt good men are not fit for government.u Baxter, in his life, 
after speakina of V.ne in the thoughtless ph r"se he too often adopted 
towards him, indulges the rollowing utterly fictitioul slatement of hia 
unpopUlarity in New England :-" He wu fain to Iteal away by niaht, and 
take shil)ping for England, before his year of government WAI at an end. n 
(Abridgment, p. 98.) The e"tire untruth ofthil will be shown. 

t Winthrop'. Hialory of New Engiand, the edition by Savage; Hutch_ 
inlon'l Collection of Oriltinal Papers; the second &eries of an ex.tensive 
American work ofhiatory, called.the" MusachusettsHiatorical Collections," 
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kind. It is trUe that that administration was in its dura­
tion brief and· stormy, and not successful in its result; 
but greatness, truth, and goodness are of more value 
than length of years, than quiet, or success. 

Vane had m~y serious difficulties to contend against, 
even before a single act of his government was known. 
The principal persons in the colony had been already 
gravely prejudiced against him by the extraordinary 
enthusiasm he had called forth among the great and 
general body of the settlers: for there is no worse crime 
than the power of awakening the enthusiasm of multi_ 
tudes, in the eyes of those who have no such power. 
The day on which he assumed office saw a formidable 
party arrayed against him, determined, on no better 
grounds than this, to embarrass his government at every 
step. The influences which operated at that early 
time in the annals of Massachusetts, and particularly 
disposed the people, always prone to controversy, to be 
torn and divided by the factions and intrigues which 
might be set afloat in the young colony, were, of course, 
favourable to the success of the design. 

Nevertheless, in Vane's discharge of the first and 
most ordinary duties of the station of chief magis­
trate, he manifested a firmness, energy. and wisdom, 
truly remarkable in one of his early age and previous 
history. "He adapted himself," says Mr. Upham, 
"readily to his situation; made himself acquainted 
with the interests and relations of the colony; and 
concerted the operations of the government, which, in 
reference to the Indians, were particularly interesting 
at that period, with promptitude, skill, and effect." 
Men of great learning and old experience surrounded 
him; but in every measure of resource or ready prac­
tical wisdom he rose easily above them all; while in 
----------------_._--- ---
and including, in its 6th and 7th volumes, Hubbard's U General History of 
New Enfl'land j" and, lastly, a Life of Vane, as" fourth governor of Massa­
ctmaettlll," by an e1oquf'nt and accomplished American writer, Mr. Charles 
Wentworth Upham, published a feWjears since in the cour8C ora Rriesof 
American biogra~hi .. , and to which feel moat hap", in conf .. sing several 
tmportant obligation.. HI. admirable sketch oC the Hutcbinson contra­
veri)' baa been, in particular, a areal lI8II.tance to me. 
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the intricate and profound discussions that occurred 
during his administration, embracing as they did the 
most perplexed questions of theological metaphysics, he 
bore his part in a manner which at once placed him 
on a level with the first divines of that age, and well 
deserved the praise of "wisdom and godliness," which 
his famous competitor and successor in the government, 
Winthrop, unreservedly bestowed upon him." 

The announCement of his election had been received 
with immense enthusiasm by the people.; and, to in­
crease the demonstrations of popular satisfaction, a 
salute was fired by the shipping in the barbour. Fif. 
teen large vessels were at that time in port. Some few 
days after the firing of this salute, a deputation of the 
leading men of the colony waited on Vane, and repre­
sented to him that the presence of such a large force 
of foreign veBBels was in itself a formidable and dis­
agreeable circumstance in the condition of a feebJe 
settlement, which could not rely on the sympathy of 
the mother country any more than it could upon the 
friendship of other powers. Whatever the motives 
for such a representation may have been, there was 
justice in it, and this Vane acknowledged at once. It 
was at least a matter of no doubt with every reflecting 
person, that the influence of tile manners and habits of 
the officers and men of these ships could not be other 
than injurious to the morals and social condition of 
the inhabitants of the town. 

A prevention of the evils, therefore, that might have 
sprung from Buch a Bource, was the first act of the 
government of Vane. 'Vithin a week after hiB election, 
he took meaBUres to this end, which decidedly illustrate 
his tact in affairs, and his "skill and success in ma­
naging men." He invited all the captains of the ships to 
dine with him; and, taking advantage of the generous 
dispositions that are born of a good dinner, laid the 
whole case before them. The conversation is described 
to have been conducted with infinite frankness and the 

• Upham, p. 109. 
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friendliest spirit on both sides; and the natural result was, 
that the captains consented, "readily and cheerfully," 
to the agreement proposed by Vane, and which ran 
thus :-First, that all inward bound vessels should come 
to anchor below the fort, and wait for the governor's 
pass before coming up to the town; secondly, that, 
before discharging their cargoes, their invoices should 
in all cases the inspection of dIe: 
ment; anzl, none of their cre:e:!lS 
ever be rr±nrm on shore aftes 
except 

The veszl 
nishes a 
less than of the character of the men he had to 
with, and who were necessarily associated with him in 
the government. It was in itself of little intrinsic im­
portance, but it afforded the first occasion of active 
opposition to the young governor. 

The mate of an English ship, called the Hector, 
then lying at anchor in Boston harbour, in an excess of 
loyal indignntims the king's colouss 
displayed was not tlll'n the 
declared, rise ,deck of his vessel, 
presence of inhabitants of the 
visiting hes, ssdenists were all " 
rebels." was quickly 
from the ship circulated through the town: a vio_ 
lent excitement against the mate was the immediate and 
very natural consequence; and so high did it run at 
last, that it became necessary to take official cognisance 
of the offence that had provoked it. Vane accord­
ingly sent for the captain of the ship, and, after ac­
quainting him with ths, affair, despatched 
accompameg "mcers of the law, 
offender. Rmwever, refused to 
the mate absence; upon 
captain hims±5lf the marshal 

• Winthros,'s 
bam'. Life, r;' 

England, Savage', ed, VOR 
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when the mate was at once surrendered, and made an 
ample and satisfactory apology to the, civil authorities. 
But, the dignity of the colony vindicated, another care 
presented itself to the scrupulous thoughts of governor 
Vane, scarcely lesa important than that called forth by 
the insult so atoned for, since it involved what might 
posaibly be the just and well-grounded feelings of con­
scientious men. 

He had seen that some circumstances connected 
with the transaction I have just described had been 
"taken very much to heart" by the general body of offi­
cers of British ve88els in the port; and he now at once 
summoned them to a conference with himself and the 
magistrates of the colony, in which he requested a free 
expresaion of whatever had occurred to them. They 
observed, in reply, with much courtesy and temper, that 
it was more than likely the circumstances of the -recent 
dispute might be made known to the authorities in 
England, and represented there in such a manner as to 
create a prejudice against the colony, and bring its 
loyalty into suspicion; and that, therefore, as sincere 
friends of the colony, it would be very agreeable to 
them could they be enabled to say that they had seen 
the king's colours flying in Boston. 

For the captains, a courteous and fair request, but 
for the conscience_suffering recusant puritans, a most 
distressing dilemma! On the one hand, it was clear, 
as Mr. Upham urges, that for a colony, holding ita 
very being under a charter from the crown, to refuse 
to acknowledge the king's sovereignty by displaying his 
flag, and that, too, when it was requested for the purpose 
ofrescuing its loyalty from misrepresentation, would look 
like a very unreasonable procedure, and almost seem 
to justify the expressions for which the mate had been 
humbled and punished.· But then, -on the other hand, 
it would have filled the whole country with horror had 
the flag been hoisted; for on that flag was represented 
the PAPAL CROSS, - an abomination no puritan could 

• American Biograpby. p. liS, 
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bear; and Endicott himself, one of the leading emi­
-grants, whose daring hand had before tom it from the 
royal ensign -, was one of the board of magistrates 
who were 80 pontely requested to hoist that very ensign, 
ClOII8 and all I 

A lucky accident seemed to offer the hope of ea.' 
caping both horns of this dilemma; they could not hoist 
the king's flag, for .there were no such colours in the 
whole colony.t The captains, unfortunately, had are. 
lOurce at han~. They offered to lend or give a set of 
the king's colours to the colony to be displayed on the 
occasion. Vane now saw that, all chance of evading the 
question was quite shut out, and urged upon the ma­
gistrates the necessity of meeting it fairly and openly. 
This reasonable answer was accordingly returned, - that 
aJthough they were fully persuaded that the ClOSS in the 
colours was idolatrous, yet, as the fort belonged to the 
king, they were willing that his own flag should fly there. 

The conference thus clo&ed, however, was doomed to 
be re-opened the following day with greater violence.· 
The case and its result had been submitted in the even­
ing to the consideration of the clergy, a practice ex­
acted from the government on all disputed questions, 
and the proceedings of Vane and the magistrates did not 
meet their approbation. It was thought a grave error 
to have sanctioned, upon any terms whatever, the dis-

• American Biography, p. 113-
f Mr. Upham remark., upon the curious circumstance that not a lingle 

royal elllign oould be found in lIl ..... hu.etto in 16S1l, that it indioates tbe 
.ubltantial indopendence of the colony at that early pt'riod. It did not 
attract the notice, and wa. therefore out of the reach of the royal power; 
and not merely of the royal power, but or the very insignia of that IKJwer" 
The people would not ha .. e anything among them "'hioh would t.lld in the 
Jeut degrPe to remind them or the hierarchy or the throlle. Mr. Upham 
addJ : _" When, in the coune ortbe r,resent year (1~', a British vPlleI of 
war arrived in the harbourorSalem. n l\IU88ChuJetts, and it was proposed, 
according to international uaage, to obIene the civility uf dbpla~·ing from. 
the .. _I the 8ag or the United States, and from the town the nag of Great 
Britain, it .at found neceuary to borrow coloun for the OCCA8lnn from the 
Briti.h vessel hehelf. Thil circumstance was noticed 8S h,dicatillil the ab­
oenceofall relations between the port of Salem and Great Britain, at the time 
of iu occurrence. A limitar indIcation was given, 81 just related. in 1636· 
and the inference I. more than fanciful; it is jUit and obvious, that I he actual 
connection between the colony of M ..... huaett. and the mother countr" 
at the beginning, wa. _If greater tban that of the town of Salem with. 
En,land at tbe preoent day." 

VOL IV. 0 
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play of the Iring's flag, that badge of Romish super." 
stition, over puritan BOil; and the court was therefore 
again aBBembled, and the captains summoned to appear 
next morning, when the previous minute of the board 
was reconsidered, and after a stormy debate, a maJority 
of the magistrates voted to refuse what they had granted 
the day before. Vane now interfered with his author­
ity as governor of the colony; and in a temperate but 
earnest remonstrance, after vindicating the strength and 
purity of his own religious faith, pointed out to the 
assembled magistrates, that that must be a very far­
fetched and excessive scruple, not to sayan absurd or 
capricious one, which would induce them to refuse to re­
cognise the Iring's authority in his own dominions, on his 
own fort, by a ceremony innocent in itself, and which 
was requested for the avowed purpose of preserving peace 
and harmony, and preventing a misunderstanding be­
tween the colony and the people of England, under 
circumstances that would certainly be highly injurious, 
and, it was possible, might become even ruinoUs to the 
colony. The magistrates, with one exception, remained 
unmo\'ed by this appeal; the jealousy of Vane, which 
had for BOme time rankled in the breasts of the leading 
settlers, had now found an outlet; and even Winthrop, 
the founder and patriarch of the colony, a man of emi­
nence and excellent dispositions, was induced to place 
himself at the head of the obstinate objectors. Upon 
this, V sne, supported only by the magistrate alluded to, 
Mr. Dudley, announced his determination to avail him­
self of his privilege as governor, and .. under a protest 
against acknowledging the idolatrous sign upon the flag, 
to display it from the fort on his own personal responsi­
bility, and that of Mr. Dudley.-

This was the commencement of that hostility to the 
young governor, which, availing itself not long after of 
the fury of a theological controversy, ultimately brought 
bis administration to a close. But will it now be 
doubted, in these days of reason and toleration, which" 

• Sa •• ,o·o edition oC Wintbrop, I. 187, Upbam'. Life. 
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of the parties were in the right? which COUl'Be was the 
fairest, the most just, the most enlightened? It appears 
to me, that by the light which is thrown on Vane's 
cbartcter, even thus early, by an incident of this sort, 
we may reduce to fine and eloquent sense many pas­
ages in Sikes's tribute to his friend, which have hitherto 
pused for absurd and incoherent rhapsodies. Two may 
be quoteCl here. 
, "His principles, light, and wisdom were such, that 

he found the bare relation of his utmost aims amongst 
hi. fellow labourers would in all probability 80 expose 
him to censure from all parties and sizes of under­
standing, as would disable him for doing any thing at 
all. He was therefore for small matters rather than 
nothing, went hand and hand with them, step by step, 
their own pace, as the light of the times would permit. 
He was still for quitting the more groll disorders in' 
church and state, corruptions in courts of judicature, 
popish and superstitious forms in religion and ways of 
worship, for what he found more refined and tolerable. 
But he ever remsed to fix his foot, or take up his rest, 
in any form, company, or way. where he found the 
main bulk of professors avowedly owning but such out­
ward principles of life and holinell, as to him evidently 
lay short of the glory, righteouSBeBB, and life, hid with 
Christ in G.od. He was still for pressing towards the 
mark. HB t.Da. morB for thing. than pet"Bon', .pirit 
tAon formB. This carriage of his, all along in New 
Eng/a7111. a7111. in Old, exposed him as a mark for the ar_ 
row from almost all sorts-of people, rendering him a 
man of contention with the whole earth. Yet was he 
all along a true son of peace, a most industrious ~d 
bleBBed peace-maker to the utmost of his power,for 1M 
reconciling all .orts of conBCitJntioti. men, whatever 
Tariety of peraussion or form he found them in, to one 
another and to Christ." Refuting again, in another pas­
age, the common report and " general reproach" that 
11'81 cast upon Vane, that "he was a man of contention 
from hia youth up, wherever he came or had to do, m 

02' 
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New England or in Old," Sikes thus continues :-" He 
was no humoursome, conceited maintainer of any 
pervene or irrational opinions j but a most quiet, calm, 
composed speaker forth of the words of truth and so­
berness, at all sesaons, upon all occasions, and in all 
companies. He was full of condescension and forbear­
ance, hating nothing more in his very natural temper, 
than wrangling and contention. He would keep silence 
even from good (though his sorrow was stirred by it, 
and the fire bumed within while he was musing) in 
case that either wicked or but short-sighted good men 
were before him, that he perceived could not bear more 
spiritual and sublimated truths. He became all things 
to all men, that he !night by all means save some. His 
heart was of a right scripture latitude, stood fair and 
open for any good, but no evil. AU IOrt, of comcim­
tiou, inquirer, after truth found a friendly reception 
with him; yea, he Was in a con,tant readine8' to per­
form any warrantable citlilities to all men. A"y thing 
that wa, good he owned and cheri,hed, in the hone,t 
moral heathen, leg«1 Chri,tian, or ,piritual believer; 
and he sought opportunity by honest insinuations to 
, catch them with guile,' and lead them forward into 
more excellent truths." 

In such passages as these, a divinely beautiful cha. 
racter is depicted, and one which the reality will not be 
found to fall short of. 

Vane's great influence with the people of the colony 
enabled him for some time to withstand effectually the 
hostility of its chiefs; and we find that early in July 
he started on a tour through the towns on the northern 
and eastern parts of the bay, and made a public entrance 
into Salem on the 9th of that month, amidst every de­
monstration of affection and enthusi8llm. Mr. Upham 
states, that he has sought upon the spot in vain for any 
records of this great event, as no doubt it was con­
sidered by the people of that ancient town j but in their 
absence he indulges 3 picture of the scene, as fancy and 
probability might delineate it.· Such a picture would 

• American Biosnpb7. p. US-1m. 
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have little interest for the English reader, uninstructed 
in the distant locality, but the simple idea which 8uggests 
itself to the mind of the general character of a progresa 
such &8 this of Vane must have been, includes many 
considerations of interest. We cannot refrain from 
speculating on the effect likely to have been produced 
on the extraordinary mind of the chief actor in the • 
pageant, &8 he moved along the winding streets of a 
succession of straggling quiet villeges, then for the first 
time perhaps alive and stirring with a great emotion-
all eyes gazing - and all hearts excited - &8 the son of 
the chief minister of the English king, self-banished 
from a palace to a wilderness, thus passed along invested 
with all the power that the dwellers in his chosen exile 
had to give j "old men and matrons, young women 
and children of every age, thronging round the door­
Btones and gathered at the windows," before which, the 
procession pursued its line of march; while, through 
the slight breaks of the surrounding woods, might be 
caught glimpses of the neighbouring Indians, assembled 
at intervals to watch the passing show, and gazing at 
all its 8trangeness with an interest and wonder but 
poorly concealed beneath the constrained and sullen 
silence which resented the white men's intrusion. 

Soon after Vane's return to Boston, the occurrences 
which led to what is called the Pequot war commenced 
of which it is only necessary to observe, that by the 
influence of Vane, exerted in various ways, many of the 
Indian tribes were withheld from joining in hostilities 
against the English. In nothing were Vane's wisdom 
and benevolence more strikingly illustrated than in the 
course of justice and conciliation he invariably pursued 
towards that noble race of men. We find that on his 
invitation, on the 21st of October in this year, the 
Sachem of the Narragansetts came to Boston, accom­
panied by two sons of Canonicae, Cutshamakin, another 
Sachem, and twenty other Indians j and that these 
gallant SODS of the forest were treated by governor Vane 
with marked kindness and attention. They dined in 

. c 8 
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the same room and at the same table with himself, and 
after a long and friendly conference, the result was a 
treaty of peace and amity with the English. When the 
object of their visit was accomplished, they marched 
back to their native wilds, having been attended to the 
borders of the town, at the order of governor Vane, by 
a file of soldiers, who were instructed to give them at 
parting the salute of a volley of musketry.-

Meanwhile the religious controversy, to which allusion 
has been made, raged to an extraordinary extent, and 
assumed a more and more serious aspect. Before pro­
ceeding to its description, it may be as well to state, 
that in the latter part of the summer letters had been 
received from Vane's family in England, urgently 
·pre88ing his immediate return, and that he had laid 
them before the council, witll a request that he might 
be permitted to resign office. He discerned then, no 
dyubt, to what the religious controversy was fast tending. 
But such obstacles appear to have been thrown in his 
way, and especially by the remonstrances of the Boston 
church, of which he was a member, that he abandoned 
his purpose and consented to remain in the government. 

In describing that fierce religious disptlte, the anti­
nomian controversy, which was now suddenly seen 
raging with' a passionate fury throughout the colony 
that swept away every other -interest from the feelings 
and thoughts of the people, I shall chiefly avail myself 
of the facts that have been . collected with 80 much 
knowledge and zeal by the American biographer of 
Vane.t The few writers who have alluded to it, with 
the single exception of the latter, in despair of ex­
plaining the dispute, have been fond of passing it over 
as an absurd and unmeaning strife about words, alto­
gether unworthy of the regard of posterity. It is very 
Vue that as th.e controversy grew hot, new points were 
developed, new aspects of the question presented, and 
new terms introduced, so that, to a merely superficial 

.. Savage'. edition or Winthrop, I. 198. Upham'. Life. 
t American Biography, p. 12i. 140. 
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observer, the whole affair might seem at last to have 
become enveloped in impenetrable clouds of technical 
phraseology and unintelligible distinctions. But to the 
wise and studious inquirer it is scarcely necessary to· 
observe, that there has seldom been such a dispute merely 
about words, or that men have not almost always meant 
something, and understood what they meant, in matters 
about which they have been, as in this case, deeply and 
zealously affected. In the case before us, Mr. Upham truly 
observes, "principles of the highest consequence were 
involved, much light was elicited, and a great progress 
made by some of the parties in Christian knowledge: 
and it is due to the fame of our ancestors to rescue tbis 
controversy from the charge of being a ridiculous and 
stupid war of words, and to vindicate the claim it justly 
presents to the character of a dignified and important 
discuasion." It is more especially due to the truth and 
intelligibility of the picture I am anxious to present, 
of the character and intellect of Vane. 

During his administration, Mrs. Anne Hutchinson, 
a very remarkable and accomplished woman, arrived 
from England, and became a member of the Boston 
church. Her husband was a gentleman of respectable 
standing; and her brother-in-law, who accompanied her, 
Mr. Wheelwright, bore a highly estimable t"haracter as 
a Christian minister. "She was possessed of extraor­
dinary talents, information, and energy. Her mind was 
prone to indulge· in theological speculations, and the 
happiness of her life consisted in religious exercises and 
investigations. She was perfectly familiar with the most 
abstruse speculations of the theology of the clay. In 
keenness of perception and subtilty of reasoning, she 
had no superiors, and her gifts as a leader of devotional 
exercises were equally rare and surprising." It was the 
fortune of this singular woman to kindle a religious 
strife in the infant commonwealth of M8B88chuBetts, 
which has secured to her name a lasting memory there, 
and rendered her the hE'roine of a passage in the 
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. American history, as wonderful and tragical as any it 
contains. 

It was the custom in Boston at the period of her ar­
rival, for the brethren of the church to meet every week 
for the purpose of impressing still more deeply upon 
their minds the !,liacOUnetl and other exercises of the 
previous Sunday. Following out this custom, Mrs. 
Hutchinson very soon instituted weekly religious meet­
ings for females j and so attractive and interesting did 
she make them, that almost all the ladies in the place 
attended. The exercises were conducted and super­
intended by Mrs. Hutchinson herself, and it soon fol­
lowed) as a matter of course, that she exerted a con­
trolling and almost iITesistible influence upon the whole 
community.-

The clergy of' the colony, startled at first, were not 
long in discovering the danger that threatened them. 
Here was a power suddenly brought to bear upon the 
religious feelings and views of the people, irresponsible 
to them, wholly beyond their control, and withdrawing 
from their reach that very portion of society, which is 
always, perhaps, the chief est source of such authority and 
and influence as their's. Of the religious opinions which 
prevailed generally among these clergy, it will be enough 
to say, that the doctrines, as professed by the reformed 
churches, were received with almost unanimous consent 
by their order throughout New England, while they 
permitted themselves to regard with very great jealousy 
and aversion the exercise of free inquiry, whenever it 
in any way threatened to lead to results different from 
their own. Their views of Mrs. Hutchinson's particular 
case were not likely to be propitiated by the very dis­
agreeable comparisons, to say the least of them, which 
her powers and talents were likely to provoke among the 
people. 

Mrs. Hutchinson, in her turn, was neither wise nor 
considerate in the style and manner she adopted. To say 
nothing of the somewhat unbecoming position in which, 

• Upham, p. J2.L . 
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as a woman, she placed herself, it soon became obvious 
.that one of her in these weekly e1l41iLiiililii'ii, 

criticisms upon the 
or lecture-day, til 

li,arning and tale1lTii 
iiliBpicions respecting 

ness of th4 if Iff4ii -,Ii1lQ-;_ Any thing like m"'''· •• ,4",4, 
where a system of personality has been once adopted, is a 
thing vainly looked for, and now not a day passed which 
did not, in the matter of these attacks, add to Mrs. Hutl"h_ 
inson's offences and indiscretions, and tend to drive be­
yond all fair and reasonable ground, the hostilities of 
which she had become the object. The ministers, the 
magistrates. all the leading men in the 
arrayagainii£ confining their an"' •••• '. 

the point Okl in the wrong, 
easily have be in the wrong-
tied with her as a contentin1lii 
busy calumnink. of the vellce~tlii4li 
puted to I. _. openly what was 
sidered the darkest crime in the catalogue of depravity, 
and demanded against her criminal penalties of the 
deepest dye. She was a HERETIC, they said, and must 
be crushed by the punishment due to heresy. At this 
point Vane interfered - the ever gallant and generous 
defender of the rights of faith and conscience - and a 
.sharp religinliii was soon fairly 
.which of and 

.'"' •••• m.H" points at issue, in 
sion of the truth or falsehood of her doctrines, shall now 
.be laid before the reader, apart from the cloud of words 
and (not to speak it irreverently) cant phrases which 
enveloped them. Mrs. Hutchinson's opponents were 
doubtless the aggrieved parties, and might as surely have 

• Upbam, p. m. 
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kept that vantage ground; but they sUITendered it when 
they chOl!e to impugn her doctrines rather than her con­
duct; and it is no matter of difficulty to us, profiting by 
the diffusion of the blessed principles of religious liberty 
and toleration, to determine on which side of the con­
troversy tIUth and justice lay. Vane and Mrs. Hutch­
inson were far in advance of their age. 

One of her favourite topics (" whether selected with 
a design, at the beginning, of diminishing the confidl!nce 
at the people in their ministers cannot now be deter­
mined"), on which in her weekly meetings she dwelt 
very often and very largely, was the proposition, that 
the existence of the real spirit of the Gospel in the heart 
of a man, e10len if that man should happen to be a mi­
nister of extraordinary gifts, could not be inferred with 
certainty from the outward displays of sanctity. She 
simply paraphrased, in fact, the language of the apostle, 
who hath told us that a man may speak with the tongue 
of angels, and have the gift of prophecy, and undeIstand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and have all faith so as 
to remove mountains, and bestow his goods to feed the 
poor, and give his body to be burned, and still be nothing 
in a religious and spiritual view. The Saviour himself 
hath said that men may prophesy and cast out devils, 
and do many more wonderful works in his name, and 
be rejected and disowned by him at last. 

But it was SOOI\ suspected, and it is to be feared, saya 
Mr. Upham, "upon too good grounds, that Mrs. Hutch­
inson was aiming at a particular object ip dwelling so 
pointedly and so much upon this proposition. And when 
it once became a prevalent opinion that she was actuated 
by personal designs, it can be easily conceived how in_ 
tolerably provoking her discourses must have been. It 
was a period of great formality and austerity in religion. 
The outward manifestations of piety were much greater 
than they have bl;en since. Every minister and every 
professor of religion was expected to give evidence in 
his whole manner of life, in his most familiar convers­
ation, in his movements, dress, countenance, and even in 
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the tones of his voice, that he was not of the world. It 
followed of course - it would have been unjust had it 
not-that the evidence thus demanded by public opinion 
was very much relied on by the' people. The praise of holi­
ness and spirituality was freely and confidingly bestowed 
upon the sanctimonious and austere. But Mrs. Hutch­
inson's doctrine cut up the whole matter by the roots, 
destroyed the very foundation upon which her reputation 
had been made to rest, poisoned the fountains of confi­
dence, and, in consequence of the personal and satiricil 
design imputed to her, had a direct tendency to make 
men suspect of hypocrisy all whom they had before been 
disposed to revere for their piety." Most true is all this, 
and most grave and difficult of answer must hsve been 
a charge founded on improprieties of conduct which 
were evidently fraught with mischief to many of the 
best interests of the colony·, but such a charge would 

• In lucb a state of society ao tbeoe coloni .. preoented, it was beyond 
every thing expedient to imp ... s the people with an Implicit veneration 
and respect for their ministers, and thil had been done to a d.gree alto. 
gether unreasonable and exces.ive. and far beyond the point to Which it 
Wao really and Justly meriled by that, on the whole, pioul' and excellent 
claaa or men. To have gone against Mrs. Hutchinson for disturbitJg. 81 it 
were. this necessary equilibrium in the government, would have been the 
wi.e coone, and in the main impouible or resistance; but the accusatioQ 
of heresy, on the other hand, raised up derenders of her doctrines every­
where throughout the colony, among people even who understood them 
leut, and carried agitation and dlvblon into every church and family 
throughout the province. Mr. Upham lives the following extract from a 
pamr,hlet .. ntitled, .. A Ihort SIO,], of the Rise, Reirn, and Ruin of the 
Ant nomianl, Familisll, and Llb.rtmes, that Infected the Church .. of New 
England ;" and ascribed 10 a clerl!yman (the Re •• Thomas Weld, of Rox­
bury) of great Inlluence at the time. It conveys lOme Idea - though of 
coune a partial one -or the form in which the controveny_ was conducted, 
the origin of the dilllculty, the charg .. alleged against Mrs. Hutchinson 
and her followers, and the Ipirit 0( tbe parti .. : -" But the laot and worat 
of all, which mOlt suddenly diftbaed Ihe venDin of these opinions Illto the 
YO!! veinl and vitals of the people in the country, was Mistress Hutchin. 
IOn I double weekly lecture, which Ihe kept under a prelence of repeating 
sermool, to which reaorted lundry of BOlton and other town. about, to the 
number of lIfty, lixty, or eighty at once; wbere,aftershe had repeated the 
aennon, .he would make her comment upon it, vent her mllChievoul 
opiniona as ahe pleased, and wreathe the Scriptures to her own purpose; 
where tbe cUltom Wall for her acholan to propound questions, and ahe 
(gravely litUng in the cbalr) did make answen Ihereto. The gr.at respect 
Ihe had at Hrst in the hearts of all, and her proHtable and lober carriage of 
mattera, for a time, made thil her practice I ... IUSpected by the JI(ldly mao 
glitrat .. and elden ofthechurch there,aothat it was winki!d at lora time, 
(though afterwardl reproved by the Alsembly and called into court), but 
It held 10 long untillhe had Ipread her leaven 10 far, that, had not Provl. 
dence preYented, It bad proved the canker of our peace, and ruin of our 
comfort. Th .. e opinionl being Ihul Ipread, and llro .. n into their full ripe­
Dell and latitude, through tbe nimblen ... and acUvit, of their fomenter .. 
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not satil!fy her unwise opponents, who, eagerly seiling a 
remote and very false pretext for the accusation of heresy, 
prosecuted her for maintaining (to use the formal terms 
jn whlch the complaint W8B laid). that" 8tZnctijication is 
no evidence of jtutijication." , 

Never W8B th~ natural tendency of angry disputants 
to push each other to extremes 80 fully exemplified 8B on 
this occasion. From the proposition that the outward 
expressions of sanctity are not infallible evidences of the 
inward residence of the Christian spirit, Mrs. Hutch­
inson was driven to speak disparagingly of external and 
visible morality, and her opponents; on the other hand, 
to asrign too high a value to it; until at last the two 
watchwords or countersigns of the controversy_became, 

belan no .. to lift up their hew full high, to .tare UI in the face. Ind to 
eonfront.1I that opposed them. And that whlcb added vigour and bold­
Dell to them .... thu. that now by thi. time they had lOme of alllOrti and 
quality. In all placeo. to defend and patronile them; lOme of the magIa­
trat.ea, lOme gentlemen, lOme ICholara and men oflearninl. lOD'Ie burgeaaes 
of our General Court, lome of Durcaptainl and soldier., lOme chief men in 
townl. and lome men eminent for religion, parts, and wil So that, where ... 
80ever the cue or the opinions came in agitation. there wanted not patron. 
to .tand up to plead for them: and if any of the oplnioni.ta were com­
plained of in toe court. for their miademeano .... or brought before the 
churches for conviction or censure, still slime or other of that party would 
Dot only luspend giving their vote against them. but would labour tojuIUlle 
them. to .ide with them. and pro""'t aaainst any lentence that Ihoul<l pall 
upon them. and '0 be ready not only to harden the delinquent aglin.t all 
mean. of conviction, but to rai~ a mutiny, if the major part Ihould carry 
it against them; ao in town meetinp, military trainings, and aU other 
lOCietiea. yea. almost in every family! It WII hard. If that lome or other 
were not ready to rile up in defence or them. even .. of the apple of their 
own eye. Now, oh their boldness, pride, inlo)ency, 801.1 alienations trom 
their old and dearest friend. ; the di.turbanceo. divl.lons. contention. they 
raised amongst us, both in church and Itate; and in families, setting di­
~ioion betwixt hu.band and wife! Oh the lore censures agaln.t all.ortl 
that o~ them; and the contempt they cut upon our JIOdly magiltratea, 
churches, ministers, and all that were set over them, wben they Itood in 
their way! Now the faithful mlniltenofChristmu.t have dung ell! upon 
their face •• and be no beller than legal preachen. Baal'l "rieat., popiob 
facto .... acribea. pharisees. and oppooer. orChrl.t hlmaelf! Now they must 
be pointed at •• 1 it were with the linger. and reproached by name. Such 
a church.officer is an ignorant man, and knowl not Christ; luch a one 11 
UDder a covenant of work.; .ucb a pastor i. a proud man, and would mate 
a good. persecutor. Bec. Now, after our termon. were ended at our r.UbliC 
lectures. you might have leen halr a dOlen plltol. discharged at the ace of 
the preacher (I mean. 10 many objection. made by the opiDionlota In the 
open allSCmbly aaainat the doctrine delivered. If it Buited not their new fan­
Cleo). to the marvelloul weakening of holy truthl delivered. Now you 
millht have leen many of the opinionistl riling uP. and contemt)tuoU81y 
CUmlng their back. upon the faithful pa.tor of that church, and Boing forth 
from the ... embly when he began to pray or preach." See. ..... Balter', 
LV'.I. 74.. and Somer,., 7'r1ldl. vii. 109. 

Digitized by Coogle 



SIR BENRY VANE. 

in theological phrase, a covenant of faith, and a cove-
nant o/fIJO'1'ka.- ' 

Nor was this aU. Mrs. Hutchinson availed herself o. 
some points of difference between the two ministers of 
the Boston Church, Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wilson ,; and 
either because there was a corresponding peculiarity in' 
the preaching, or by an adroit stroke of policy aimed at 
securing the support of the most powerful minister in 
the colony, this ingenious and extraordinary woman' 
used to explain what her distinguishing principle was, 
by saying that Mr. Cotton preached a covenant of faith; 
but that Mr. Wilson and the other ministers were under 
a covenant of works. The result may be easily imagint'd. 
Mr. Cotton, whether from a motive of flattered vanity, 
or sincere preference, continued Mrs. Hutchinson's 
faithful and zealous champion till she left the province, 
while Mr. Wilson and the other ministers, not caring' 
to confine their rage wit11in the bounds of a decent or 
Christian propriety, went about inflaming the people with 
the most dreadful invectives against their ,antagonist, and 
impressing upon them, in many instsnces not without 
success, that such blows aimed at their ministers inflicted 
a serious atain on the character of their parishioners. 

One other opinion fastened on Mrs. Hutchinson in 
the course of the controversy, and this the most im­
portant, 8S it was the most alarming to the faith of the 
churches, remains to be explained. She was charged 
with entertaining the doctrine that .e the Holy Spirit 
dwells in every believer." She beld, that by the ex­
pression Holy Spirit, or Holy Ghost, as used in the 
scriptures. is meant such an actual communication or 
the Spirit of God to the believer's heart, that it becomes 
the abode of those sentiments of love, truth, purity. and 
piety, which bear the impress of a divine source, and 
constitute those who experience them sons of God, 
as partakers of the divine nature, and one with God, as 
the Saviour was one with him. As this idea was sifted 
during the course of the controversy, it became apparent 

• American Biography. Po 136. 
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1hat it would necessariIy end in the belief that the Holy 
Spirit was not so much a divine person as a divine in­
:8uence; and the dread which was entertained of such 
a consequence increased very much the general im­
patience to bring the controversy to a close as speedily 
as possible, by putting down Mrs. HlHchi.nson with the 
strong arm of law. Winthrop, in his journal, tells us, 
that" the question proceeded so far by disputation (in 
writing, for the peace' sake of the church, which all 
were tender of), as at length they could not find the 
person of the Holy Ghost in Scripture, nor in the 
primitive churches, three hundred ye&J:8 after Christ."· 

Mr. Upham very truly observes, that it is important 
to connect this latter, and more formidable proposition, 
with Mrs. Hutchinson's views of the worth of outward 
expressions of BBnctity. They seem to explain each other, 
and to' interpret jointly that elemental system of faith 
which the modem term of Christianism will perhllps 
best comprehend, and which, however unpalatable to a 
formal and' sanctimonious condition of society and 
manners, would provoke no hostility from enlightened 
Cbristians now, of whatever denomination. Mh. Hutch­
inson believed, in fact, that it was the dwelling of the 
Holy Spirit in the believer's heart; that is, the pos­
seBBion and exercise of the pure and genuine and divine 
spirit of Christianity in the soul itself; which constituted 
jU8tijication, or made a person acceptable to God: that 
the external and formal indications of piety, or BClftC­

tijication, might appear where this inward spirit was 
not experienced and that, in such cases, they were ut­
terly worthless; and lastly, that the great end of the 
religion revealed in the scriptures was not 80 much to 
make our conduct sanctimonious, our outward deport­
ment correct, or to bring us under a covenant of worles, 
as to include us under a covenant of grace, by impart­
ing to our souls the Holy Spirit of God. 

A discussion which embraced the truth or falsehood. of 
such doctrines as these, could not but be felt of serious 

• Savage'. edition of Winthrop, i. 206. 
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importance by a man of Vane's pure mind and lofty 
character - for in fact, considered thus, the questions 
at i88ue embraced the primary and essential principles of 
Christianity, and under one form or other, have con­
stituted the leading topics of investigation and debate in 
every age of the church, from the gathering of the first 
general councils in the primitive centuries up to the 
present hour. It is useleu to attempt to ridicule the 
"Hutchinsonian or antinomian discusaion," or to express 
astonishment that "men of sense and learning could 
ever have been engaged in it." Many of the doctrines 
it implied were the mling principles of the life and the 
faith of Vane, and it is by the affected contempt of such 
things that his intellect and character have hitherto suf­
fered in the shortaighted estimation of our historians. 
Let me pause for an instant to prove this to the reader. 

Sir Henry Vane the younger was, in the only true and 
eompre~ensive sense of that word, a Christian. A 
master of hll the abstrusest points of the science of reli­
gion, his intellect and frame of mind were of that en_ 
larged description, that, while he held his own views in 
a high and spiritual sense, "he sought to imbibe truth 
from every system of faith and every form of religion." 
.. Christian faith was not to him a mere intellectual 
and barren system of speculative opinions; not one 
article of faith was permitted to be of that character in 
his mind. But around every doctrine of Scripture his 
Doble genius, exuberant imagination, and hallowed affec~ 
tions gathered a living and life-giving spirit of warmth, 
and love, and energy." He was a zealous man; but 
kDowledgeregulated his zeal. and charity tempered it. He 
w-as called a fanatic, because he was the most strenuous 
advocate that religious liberty ever possessed. He was 
eaIled a wild unintelligible viaionary, because through 
life he never ceased to urge, with all the strength of 
his passions and the subtlety of his intellect, a UNI­

TJlUlSAL TOLERATION of sects and opinions. It was his 
profound and al'-wise maxim, whether in civil or reli~ 
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giOU8 polity, that everyone should be perfectly free, and 
every one perfectly equal, in the eye of the law. All 
exclusive privileges, whether of church or state, be 
utterly abhorred j and equally did he abhor every form 
of bigotry or persecution, whether" exercised by poli_ 
tical or ecclesiastical institutions, by societies or indio 
viduals j" while of all these principles he emphatically 
proved the sincerity by carrying them out into practice, 
"without partiality or exception, even when their 
operation was in favour of those whose sentiments he 
most disliked." For, dreading the power of the pope, 
great in that day, and opposed to the Church of Rome, 
he yet flung all his energies into the support of Catholic 
emancipation, careleas of the rage of his Protestant 
contemporaries, and of the denunciations of Richard 
Baxter himself: nor be it ever forgotten, that when 
John Biddle, the founder of the denomination of Uni­
tarian Christians throughout England, wasarraiped for 
publishing his opinions, the younger Sir Harry Vane, 
the enthusiastic champion of the Genevan Valvinists, 
stepped forth in his defence, and laboured with untiring 
zeal to protect him from the blind intolerance of the 
age. - To the last hour of his life, as through all its 
changes and vici88itudes, pe maintained the asme faith 
which in her days of danger and persecution threw its 
shield before Mrs. Hutchinson. 

Observe the following description of the divisions 
and conflicting parties in Christendom, which is quoted 
by Sikes from one of Vane's reIigiousessays. "There 
are many churches in the world, that make a profes­
sion of the name of Chrif4, under several forms and 
denominations, sccording to the variety of judgments, 
and interesta of the rulers and members thereof. There 

.. • Upham'. Life. Onne'. Life of Baxter, L 82. Toulmin's Life of Bid­
dIe, 33. ; and II!C tbe 13th and 18th volumes of that admirable periodical, 
the Monthly Repository, pp.257. and 34.7., which now, under the ac­
eoml,lisbed management of Mr. Leigh Hunt, a writer of geniu., and the 
moat chri5tian .. hearted of men, lustaina the reputation it acquired under 
tbe editorship of one of the mOlt eloquent lUll! pbilosopbical writera of the 
day, the Rev. Mr. Fox. 
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is a church called catholick or universal, headed by the 
pope, who pretends to be Christ's vicar. There are also 
national churches, headed either by a civil magistrate, as 
the church of England, or by general assemblies, as the 
church of Scotland hath been, with other reformed 
churches. There are also particular, independent, con­
gregational churches, distinguishing themselves into a 
variety of sects, and diversity of judgments and opinions, 
as well about the way and order of the word in matters 
of worship, and the service of God, as in what they hold 
fundamental in matters of faith. These all make up 
one body, as to the owning and upholding a church in 
some outward visible form, who, notwithstanding all 
their differences, and protestings against one another, 
do generally agree together in one mind, a8 to the pre­
ferring of the church in name, show, and outward order, 
before what it is in Bpirit and truth, as it is the real 
and Jiving body of Christ. Hence it is, that the true 
church indeed, the very Jiving, real, spiritual, members 
of Christ's body, have been for many hundred years a 
dispersed, captivated people, under all worldly powers, 
civil or ecclesiastical, and never been suffered to use or 
enjoy a freedom in their communion together, and in 
the purity of God's service and worship; but are upon 
one pretence or otlIer, restrained by humane lawes, and 
suppressed as hereticks, schismaticks, fanaticks, and such 
as turn the world upside down; while those that have 
the repute and credit to be the church or churches of 
Christ, under BOrne one of the formes, and outward orders 
before mentioned, have the powers of the world on 
their side, and are contendin,g one with another, who 
shall be uppermost, and give the rule of conformity in 
doctrine, worship, and church order, to all the rest, 
by compulsion and persecution! But the days are 
now hastening apace, wherein the living . members 
of Christ's body shall be made manifest, in distinction 
from all those that have the name to live but are dead." • 

. • III another ~ ...... of a IImllar kind the same faith receives emphatic 
ill_alion : _ • TbeIe keen cooclsionilts. that cannot allWd a good word 

VOL. IV. D 
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I have described this great statesman's faith as that 
of UNIVERSAL TOLERATION. Not to Christian sects and 
professors alone did he extend his charity, bnt to men 
of all opinions, and all religions, to the "honest moral 
heathen,J as we have seen his friend Sikes express it, 
no less than to the "legal Christian." And he did 
this because Christianity was with him a spiritual re­
ligion, the vital essence of which can live in the hearts 
of its followers alone. To him the substance of true 
religion was moral and spiritual excellence j and, where- . 
ever he could find that, wherever that appeared, whether 
in the minds and characters of Gentiles or of Jews, he 
recognised a fellow Christian, although ita possessor 
lived in an age or country which had not known or 
heard of the very name of Christ. Men enrolled in 
the same political struggle with himself would ask him 
the meaning of such latitudinarian backsliding, and were 
answered by -the startling, but most noble qnestion­
How dared he to exclude the heathen from his charity, 
since in doing that he might shut out those whom Christ, 
the great head of the church, would poBBibly, at the final 
day, acknowledge and welcome as his own? Let the 
reader take to his heart the following divine passage 
of the "Retired Man's Meditations," a work which will 
be described hereafter. "But, indeed, this assertion 
is so far from straitening or lessening the number of 
those that are the true heirs of salvation, that it rather 
discovers how they may lie hid, as they did in Elijah's 
time, out of the observation of visible professors (AMONGST 

THOSE THAT THEY EXCLUDE AS HEATHENS), and be com­
prehended by Christ, their spiritual head, when as yet 
they may not have their spiritual senses brought forth 
into exercise, so as to apprehend him; but may be babes 
in Christ, walking as men, undi~tinguished from the rest 

for the true circumcision. nre eager about tAe outfDard ctrcJl.f'lUlaflt:n qf 
worship, time, piace, and the like. Christ leJlroves them in his answer to 
the woman of Samaria, at Jacob's well; • netther in this mountain nor at 
Jerusalem, .hall 'Ie wonhip the Father, btlt in spirit and In truth.' Neitber 

~~~~h t~r~ ::-u~a~r ~~~i~~~~~ w~~:hr:pr;:~ ~&If.r.;":w~I':/~~n= 
yean and upwards, In a mOUlning penecuted wildemeu condition." • 
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of the world. And although they may, in that respect, 
8eem to be men in tile jluh, yet they maylifJe according to 
God in the Bpirit, and find acceptance in the beIotJed one; 
whilst they themselves may either be WITHOUT LAW, 

EXERCISING A CBA8TH NATURAL CONSCIENCE, or may be 
under the law, believers so zealous of the law, as to Hie 
in the face of Paul himself. for witnessing a higher light 
than they have yet experience of, or can bear." • 

And as these principles guided him when his life be­
gan, and through all the hard years of his public struggles 
BUBtained him, so, in the hour of death they were hiB 
comfort and refuge. "Whatever you do," he said to 
bis children on their last interview with him in the 
Tower, the eveniug before his execution, "whatever 
you do, be not conformed to this world, in the spirit, 
way, principles, affections, no, nor religion thereof. 
Amidst the great variety of churches and wayes of wor­
ship that this world abounds with, be not by any means 
induced or forced to observe and become subject to the 
ordinances of man, in things pertaining unto God. Give 
unto God the things that &Ie God's. Give also unto 
CII!S&l' the things that are his. If he unlawfully require 
more • .do you lawfully refuse to obey him. Let him 
then take his course; wherein any deal proudly, God will 
be above them. If one church say, ' Lo, here is Christ; , 
another. 'Lo: There '" and.the trumpet that's blown in 
both give but an uncertain sound, look up to Christ him­
self with the spouse in the 9anticles, and say, '0 thou, 
whom our souls do love, tell us where thou feedest, and 
makm thy flock to rest at noon, under the scorching 
heat of man's persecuting wrath: If rightly sought to 
and waited on, he will·by his spirit infallibly direct you 
to the true shepherds' tents; to those spiritual pastors 
and assemblies that walk in the footsteps of his ancient 
flock, even in the faith, spirit, and way of Abraham ••• 
And, as I would have you to quit all false churches. 
whatever curious dress, insinuating appearance, or re-
6ued form they shine f0I"!h in, so~ much more yet, would 

• ReUred Man .. MedltatioDl, 4to., 213-
D 2 
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I have you to loathe and depart from all manner of pro­
phaneness and common deb&uchE'J'Y, whatever countenance 
or encouragement it may have round about you in the 
land of your nativity!"· Through the prison walla 
that then encempassed Vane, the barbarous dissonance of 
Bacchus and his revellers had already reached, even a8 it 
pierced the blind solitude that compassed Milton round! 

Vane's advocacy of Mrs. Hutchinson, then, was only 
in accordance with the principle which governed every 
passage in his life j it was no "working and unquiet 
fancy," as Clarendon describes it, nor humour of " young 
inexperience," as better friends to truth than Clarendon 
have been induced to urge: it was, simply, the result of 
those settled philosophical convictions which, thus early 
developed, remained with him his whole life after, that 
forced Vane into the front rank of this religious contro­

. versy, as the chief friend and supporter of the reIJ.lark­
able woman with whom it originated. He espoused her 
cause, and defended ber with all the warmth and enthu_ 
thiasm of bis own character.t 

So supported, and with the additional aid of the Rev. 
Mr. Cotton's zeal, Mrs. ~utchinson for a time held equal 
ground with her enemies. But as the contest proceeded, 

.. I shall have to return to this aftl!cUng address, ,.,hich there is reason 
to suppose ,.,as taken down· by Sikes, at the moment of ill delivery. 
He appears to have been the only penon present beside> the fami \y of 
Vane. 

t I need s .. rcely add, that, supposing his opinions had been less in accord­
ance, or even utterly at variance-, with her own, he would 1et have been 
bound, by his theory 0( non_interference in matters of religtous belief, to 
take part with her against her prosecutors. U He was always," BaYS his 
friend Sikes, .. against the exel'Clse of a coercive magistratical power in 
religion and worship; because of the Bingle rule po,.,er, and authority that 
Christ himself claims, as bls """uliar prerogatlye, in and oyer the heart. 
and consciences of all men. How grossly inconcinnou8 mUlt it needs 
appear even to the common reason oC an mankind, that luch as take upon 
them to be m8jtlstrates and rule .. , whether the people will or no (as it 
often falls out) yea, or tbough freely chnaen, should give the rule to aU 
othen' consciences, in point of religion, when they many times have no 
religion at all in themselves. nor any other conscience but a dead or feared 
one, hardened in the most bruti,h .nene .. es that the basest of men can 
be guilty of. But if the magistrate do plausibly pretend to .omething 01 
re igion, ,.,hat a changeable thing will religion be at this rate! as fickle as 
the magistrate's judgment, at least, as his person, for the ncxt ruler DIAl 
be of another pe ... uasion: as this nation hatb experienced oft' and on. 
between popery and the protestant profeslion, in Henry VIIL, Edwarci 
VL, and in the two queens, Mary and Elizabeth." 
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the proportion of numbers turned out heavily against 
her. The celebrated founder, father, and first governor 
of the colony, Winthrop, conducted the opposition; and 
was supported with the hottest zeal by Mr. Wilson and 
III the other ministers of the country, by all the churches 
but that of Boiton, and by a considerable and very active 
minority there. With every day that passed, her po_ 
sition, including that of her supporters, became more 
and more dangerous. She had provoked, in all its most 
fearful fires, the odium tAeologicum, and it burnt with 
an equal fury against all who dared to countenance or 
to tolerate the opinions she was charged with holding. 

The crisis arrived at last. The day of the annual 
election came round; and the party always hostile to 
Vane, reinforced in strength and numbers by the party 
whose hostility he had brought down in his support of 
Mrs. Hutchinson, all assembled, and massed themselves 
together at the appointed place and time. A terrible 
storm of excitement was the result. Among other not­
able circumstances, the Rev. Mr. Wilson clambered up 
into a tree, and harangued the electors in a speech which, 
as it is described, could surely never have been endured 
in those grave times, and in one of his calling, except 
during the prevalence of a most engrossing and almost 
maddening excitement. The end was, that Winthrop 
was elected governor, and Vane, and all Vane's friends, 
left out of office. 

The Boston people, ever devotedly attached to Vane, 
at once declared their unmoved confidence and faith in 
him by electing him, with others of his most zealous 
friends, to represent them in the general court. More 
passionate than discreet, the Winthrop party in the as­
sembly pronounced the election void. The people of 
Boston, spirited and independent then as they have been 
ever since, with indignation at such a gross outrage on 
their rights of drage, returned the same men back to 
the house, by a new election, the very next day. The 
succes,ful party, meanwhile, once seated in the colo­
nial government, lost not a day in beginning in fearful 
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earnest to put down by main force the Hutchinr.onian 
heresy, and to cut off for ever all means of its further 
growth. The first step taken with this view was a. 
stLrtling one, - no less than to prevent, by absolute 
means, the introduction into the colony of persons who 
were at all likely to favour Mrs. Hutchinson or her doc­
trines. Many such persons being expected to arrive 
from England about that time, a law W3B passed 
which imposed a heavy penalty upon any person who. 
should receive into his house Ii stranger coming with 
intent to reside, or let to such an one Ii lot or habitation, 
without, in every instance, obtaining p&rticuIar per­
mission of one of the standing council, or two of the 
assistant magistrates; and, by the same act, a large fine 
was to be levied upon any town which should, without 
such permission, allow strangers a residence. 

A grosser violation of the rights of the colonists, 
considered in the abstract, could not be imagined thau 
under such a law as this. Vane at once declared against 
its injustice and enormity, and appealed to the people. 
The inhabitants of Boston, with whom his influence 
always bore its natural and fair proportion to their own 
independence, took up the matter so warmly, that they 
refused to meet governor Winthrop, after the usual 
customs of respect, when he entered the town on his 
return from the session of the legislature; and, at last, 
the public mind generally, and in all parts of the co­
lony, showed so much discontent on the subject of the 
law, that governor Winthrop was driven to the neces­
sity of a formal public appeal in its behalf and his own. 
A warm controversy ensued, in which Vane was his 
chief and most formidable opponent. 

This discussion is only to be alluded to here in so far 
as it illustrates the character of Vane as.. a statesman, 
so long misunderstood, and, by writers of English 
history, 80 unjustly handled. It is in proof, during 
its progress, that he was the first to declare at this early 
period of his life, and at the greatest personal hazard, 
that the theory on which New England had been 
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planted and was proposed to be maintained, was abso­
lutely visionary and impracticable. We shall find 
always, in the course of this memoir, that he whose 
wildness and enthusiasm are the favourite topics of the 
history of the time was, in strict truth, the most clear­
headed and the most practical of politicians. He could 
never understand what was meant, as applied to the case 
of New England, by a settlement of religious liberty in 
a peculiar sense alone, and subject to conditions which 
destroyed it in fact.· He held that they who in a large 

• The beat statement of the cue in that view. and the most enlightened 
defence of Winthrop'. policy, are given by Mr. Upham. We quote It in 
jUltice to botb partie.: _" In their own country they were oppr ... ed and 
in variOUI ways dieted in the exercise or their consciences, and in the 
expresllion and enjoyment of their own religiou. principles and way oC 
worsbip. They saw no prospeet of a remedy, because it was then univer. 
laUy IUppoaed, that, in order to live in peace and Iibeny, Cbristians must 
agree in .entiment and lpeculation. SUch an agreement was manifestly 
imposlible in the Old World. Tbey were therefore led to conceive the plan 
of wlthdrawlllg from Cbristendom Into a wilderness beyond the ocean, 
wbere, without disturbing others, they themselves might enjoy' freedom 
to wonhip God.' It did not occur to their imaginations that any, besides 
those who sympathised witb them In view. and feelings. would voluntarily 
join them in encountering the perils of the deep, and tbe lul!erings of • 
Dew settlement, on a foreign and lavage shore. It was their Bolemn and 
most sacred purpose to rear up their children in the faith they cherished ; 

:!.~~h.r:.!~=!~.!la~~:: :. ~:~ ~~~!ehJ' ~~"~e:~ti~:~f:h~oc;,~~y 
tbeir own institutloDl and profess their own principles, without giving or 
.ufFering molestation, and Cree hom all division or dilsent. But, without 
conlidering the difficulty or excluding persons of dilcordant opinions, 
coming from abroad, it was utterly in vain to attempt to bring any .y&tem 
of education to bear with such complcte effect upon a whole people as to 
preyent difference or opinion among their descendantl. It waa however 
a beautiful vision, and, upon the whole, very creditable to those who in­
dulled it. While we cannot lament that it failed of being realised. it Is 
Imposaible not to sympathioe with our fathers in the dioappointment they 
... bitterly experienced, when. after all their sacrifices. and tolls. and pri • 
• ationl. and luftl!ringl. and before t~eT· had got comfortably oettled in 
their new abode, they discovered, to their lIIIlaJement, that they had not 
eaeaped the dllll!rences and dissenlionl wbich they 10 much dreaded. It 
seemed hard, that, after having left Chrilltendom, country, and home itoelf, 
and ~ed. lodgment In a far.offwildern .... where their only hope wal 
• peaceful harmony of opinion, beyond the reach of oppreSlion, and rescued 
hom all temptation to opp ...... -It was Indeed hard to be puroued and 
tormented by thooe very dl.putes which they had lacriflced their very all 
to aYDid. It ought not to be wondered at, al a Itrange or inconsl,tent 
thing, that they used every eftbrt to drive from their territory those who 
advocated diocordant opinions, and that they employed every device to pre­
yent their Introduction. In 10 doing tbey did not violate, but on the COli. 
t.rary runy acted out the principles. upon which tbey emigrated to America, 
an4 planted the colon-,. The law to which we have jUlt referred [the law 
.....mbed In the text] wal but an exp .... ion of thOle principles, and indl· 
cated the only probable policy by which they could be developed and p ..... 
aened." 
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society had contended for the rights of conscience, when 
they were themselves sufferers, could not upon any pre­
text, in a society however small, turn against others, and, 
upon points of speculative difference, violate their rights 
of conscience, because they had acquired the power and 
the opportunity to do It. The result proved Vane 
to have been right. He had hit the true principle 
of religious liberty which, in its great and compre­
hensive wisdom, never dawned upon the minds of the 
first planters of New England; and he was the first 
English ststesman to declare and to act upon that prin­
ciple up to its very fullest extent. He heralded the 
way for Milton, for William Penn, for Locke, for 
the great Fox, and for his noble descendant (in our own 
time, the most generous and constsnt asserter of the 
rights of conscience) Lord Holland.· 

A few extracts from Vane's answers to Winthrop will 
satisfactorily establish this. The latter having isaued 
an elaborate" Defence of an Order of Court made in the 
year 1687," explaining its "intent" and illustrating its 
" equity," Vane at once published a reply under the 
title of " A brief Answer to a certain Declaration, made 
of the Intent and Equity of the Order of Court, that 
none should be received to inhabit within this Jurisdic­
tion but such as should be allowed by some of the 
Magistrates." 

The introduction of Winthrop's argument consisted 
of the following definition of a " common weale or body 
politick," such as the colony of Massachusetts was : -
" The consent of a certain company of people to c0-

habit together under one government, for their mutual 

.. AI this volume Is passing through the preu, lord HoUand'l signature 
again appean alooe to one article of a protest 00 the lublect of reli8iOUl 
liberty. which ap!"!,,n to me to condense into a few worda, III moat c0m­
prehensive princlpl.... His Inrdohip protests against the municipal oIBcen' 
Declaration Bill (ae he had ten yearo before protested IlJIinlt the biD It pro.. 
poled to remedy the defect. of) because he .. cannot dIrectly or indirectly 
unction the "pinion, that any particular faitb in matters of reli8ion il 
neceslary to the proper dilCharge of duties purely political or temporal" 
A colleclion of Iord"Hol1and'l protesll would be an invaluable text boot 
of sllteoman-like reasoning. of )!lire conotitutional doctrine, and of the 
moat generous and ennobling sentIJDento. 
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safety and welfare." To this, howeverVane decisively in­
terpoIeI a mention of the restrictions which limit so con­
venient a definition, and render it by no means so apt a 
plea for the arbitrary legislation of such a .. government." 
He reminds Winthrop that his definition is at the best 
but a description of a commonwealth at large, and not 
such a commonwealth as this (as is pretended), which 
is not only CHRISTIAN, but dependent upon the grant 
also of our sovereign; for so are the expreB8 words of 
that Order of Court to which the whole country was 
required to subscribe. .. Now," he continues, tc if you 
will define a christian commonwealth, there must be in_ 
cluded such a consent as is according to God; a sub­
jecting to such a government as is according to Christ. 
And if you will define a corporation incorporated by virtue 
of the grant of our sovereign, it must be such a consent 
sa the grant requires and permits, and in that manner 
and form as it prescribes, or else it will be defective. 
The commonwealth here described [in Winthrop's defi­
nition] may be a company of Turkish pirates, as well as 
Christian professors, unless the consent and government 
be better limited than it is in this definition; for, sure it 
is, that all pagans and infidels, even the Indians here 
amongst us.· may come within this compass. And ill 
this such a body politic as ours? Our commonwealth 
we fear, would be twice miserable, if Christ and the 
king should be shut out so. Reasons taken from the 
nature of a commonwealth not founded .upon Christ, 
nor by his mpJesty's charters, must needs fall to the 
ground, and fail those that rely upon them. MemberB 
of a commonwealth may ROt Beek out aU meGfIB that 
may conduce to the welfare of the body, but all lawful 
lind due meanB, according to the charter they hold by, 
either from God or the king, or from both. Nor may 
they keep out whatsoever may appear to tend to their 
damage (for many things appear which are not), but 
such as, upon right and evident grounds. do ~ appear 
and are so in truth." 

Winthrop had insisted very strongly on the following 
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argument as decisive in his favour. "The churches 
take liberty (as lawfully they may) to receive or reject 
at their discretion; yea, particular towns make orders 
to such effect; why then should the commonwealth be 
denied the like liberty, and the whole more restrained 
than any part? .. To this Vane replied, in the true 
spirit of the great founder of Christianity: - " Though 
the question be here concluded, yet it is far from being 
Soundly proved; yea, in truth, we much wonder that 
any member of a church should be ignorant of the 
falseness of the ground work upon which this conclusion 
is built; for, should churches have this power, as you say 
they have, to receive or reject at their discretion, they 
would quickly grow co~pt enough. Churche8 have 
no liberty to receive or rfliect at their di8cretioR8, but at 
the di8C1'etion of Christ. Whatsoever is done in word 
or deed, in church or commonwealth, must be done in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Neither hath church nor 
commonwealth any other than. ministerial power from 
Christ, who is the head of the church, and the prince 
of the kings of the earth. After that Cornelius and his 
company had received the Holy Ghost, whereby the right 
which they had to the covenant was evidenced, it is not 
now left to the discretion of the church, whether they 
would admit them thereunto or not. But can any man 
forbid them water? saith Peter. He commanded them 
trJ be baptised. There is the like reason of admission 
into churches. When Christ opens a door to any, 
there's none may take liberty to shut them out. In one 
word, there is no liberty to be taken, neither in IIhurch 
nor commonwealth, but that which Christ gives, and is 
according unto him." Carrying out these noble and 
exalted views Vane thus described what ought to be, 
by statesmen, the proper treatment of heretics. "As 
for scribes and pharisees, we will not plead for them; 
let them do it who walk in their ways; nor for such as 
are confirmed in any way of error; though aU 8uch are 
not to be denied cohabitation, but are to be pitied ancl 
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rejO'l'fTl6d. ISHMAEL SHALL DWELL IN' THE PRESENCE 

OF BIS BRETHREN:' 

Then towards the conclusion of this very striking 
pampbJet he sums up his argument in these words: 
- rc This law we judge to be most wicked and sin. 
fuI, and that for these reasotls: - 1. Because this 
Jaw doth leave these weighty matters of the com· 
monw~th, of receiving or rejecting such as come 
over, to the approbation of magistrates, and suspends 
these things upon the judgment of man, whereas the 
judgment is God's. This is made a groundwork of 
gross popery. Priests and magistrates are to judge, but 
it must be according to the law of God. THAT LAW 

WHICH GIVES THAT, WITHOUT LUlITATION, TO MAN, 

WHICH IS PROPER TO GOD, CANNOT BE JUST. 2. Be. 
cause here is liberty given by this law to expel and 
reject those which are most eminent Christians, if they 
suit not with the disposition of the magistrate; whereby 
it will come to pass that Christ and his members will 
find much worse entertainment amongst us than the 
Israelites did amongst the Egyptians and Babylonians, 
than Abraham and Isaac did amongst the Philistines, 
than Jacob amongst the Shechemites; yea, even than 
Lot amongst the Sodomites. These all gave leave to 
God's people to lit dot.on amongst them, though they 
could not claim such right as the king's subjects may. 

I Now that law, the execution whereof may make us more 
cruel and tyrannical over God's children than even these, 
must needs be most wicked and sinfuL" 

The profound and generous spirit of these passages, 
the force and beauty of their scripture illustration, can. 
not be admired too highly. But Winthorp, strongly 
snpported by the most powerful influences in the colony, 
was enabled to hold his ground, and Vane, batHed in 
bis best hopes and purposes, resolved for England. '* 

• CI He had not been long in New England," lays hi. Mend Sikes, "be­
(ore be ripened into more knowledge and experience of Christ, than the 
cburcbllll there could bear the testimony DC Even New England could not 
bear all hi. words, though there were no king'. court or king'. chapel. 
TheD be retuma for Old England." 
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He took hiB passage in August, 1637, not .. fain to 
steal away by night" as Baxter would have it, but openly, 
nay with marks of honour from his friends which even 
his enemies were obliged to take part in, and accom­
panied by the young lord Ley, son and heir of the earl 
of Marlborough, who had come over a short time before 
to see the country. A large concourse of the people of 
Boston attended him with every form of affectionate re-' 
&pect, to the vessel's side, which he ascended amidst the 
strongest demonstrations of love and esteem for his per­
son, and admiration for his character and serVices. A 
parting salute was fired from the town, and another 
from the castle; and as he sailed from the shores of 
New England, he left behind him a name which, as 
years went on, became more and more endeared to the 

. people; a name which is venerated there to this day; 
and gives a kind of religious interest to the small house 
in Boston which is still pointed out as one of his places 
of residence with an honorable gratitude and pride. -

Nor did Vane's interest in America, any more than 
the better influences of his character and name, pass 
away with his passage from her shores. During the re­
mainder of his life, through all its power, and all its 
suffering, he forgot not her. By his sid, when governor 
of Massachusetts, the famous Roger Williams had suc­
ceeded in obtaining a deed of Rhode Island from the 
native princes, and one of his first acts after his return 
to England, was to exert himself to procure the first 
charter of that colony. "It was not price and money," 
says that most celebrated puritan, "that could have 
purchased Rhode Island, but it was obtained by love, 
-that love and favour, which that honoured gentleman, 

.. Mr. Upham tells us that" Governor Vane's houle ltood, &I we are 
informed by HU1.ChinlOn (i. 55., note), on the aide of the hill above Queen 
_" between the sites of the houses of Mr. Jonatban Phillips, and the 
late Mr. Ga.rdiner Greene. On hiB departure from America, he !,reaented 
the eatate to Mr. Cotton, in whOle family he had reaidee!, and WIth whom 
he had formed a .. reat lliendBhip," founded upon aympathy of opinions 
and congeniality 0 Bpirlt. It has been BUppoaed that Sir Henry Vane 
a .. lated Mr. Cotton In preparinl! the" Abstract of the Laws of New 
England," publisbed at London, m 164L -llht. ColI. ". 172. note. 
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sir H. Vane, and myself had with the great Sachem, 
Miantonomu, 7eugue which I nrl~<""'<; 
tween the l'~ tlglish, and the N"rJt3'l'S,;g"tt§ 
in the Pequut I mention, as the 
sir H. Vanu l'ood an instrume 
hand of Ggl', this island from 
lians, as alemtl, and confirming th,~ 
·that it may be recorded all thankfulneas." • 
not in words alone did Roger Williams exhibit his gra­
titude; he gave more solid and enduring proofs of it in 
carrying out Vane's own great principles of religious li­
berty, in the settlement of the colony of Rbode Island, 
which soon presented, single and alone, faithful among 
the faithleas, the yrand example of Christian toleration in 
its only comyi,t, mt,pect, as applied n,lt 
Christians whatever religion 
faitb. Deemt Vane thencefortY 
that colony, ~ Tong after years, all 
busiest and period of his pub?i" 
had receive,I Y7"Ii§~ct that something 
tentious and intolerant spirit was stealing insensibly into 
the hearts of some of its active leaders, he at once wrote 
the~ a letter (dated the 8th: of February, 1658), ex­
pressing his regret at the intelligence, and urging them 
to a more consistent practice of the great principles upon 
which their society was founded. An answer was 
drawn up by Willimtms, and signed by the 
cipal people which shows with 
Christian E,'nry's friendly am! 
remonstranllm It concludes 
sing the hoy,,? mY,n we are gone ami 
our posteritI after us, shall 
town record" ,,,d favourable lette", 
iug kindneas to us. 

In these after years he wrote to Winthrop too, his 
old and active enemy, in the same spirit as to those 
who had supported him. From the high places of po-

• Mr. Upham. Hist Coil ix. 194. 2d series. 
t Hist. CoiL x. 20., note. 

Digitize, 



BRITISH STATESMEN. 

litical influence and power, as in his young and unin­
fluential days, he used the same. arguments to Winthrop, 
to induce him to save the country he presided over from 
the destructive effects of religious bigotry and intoler­
ance. . He wrote to him. entreating him to exhort the 

• Thillettel' wiD be found in HutchinlOD·. collections, p. 187. I cannot 
rel'rain !'rom adding here, wbile yet detained on the lubject, an admirable 
.ketch which iI fUmilbed by Mr. Upham, or the clooing puagea of Mn. 
HutcbinlOn·. life, after the departure of VIlIle. It cannot fail to bave a 
melancholy interest for thooe who are intereated in the areat stateaman ber 
fortun .. connected her with, and wbo, admiring .. they must, her lenius, 
ber IIrmneas, and perseverllllce, must deplore ber lulll!rings, and the bloody 
tragedy wbich brought \hooe ,uffi!ring, to a cloae. After Vane .. departure, 
the controveny he had taken part in, wal, by the direct application ;or 
mere power, extinguilhed and extirpated. Mr. Wheelwright WIIS banished, 
aDd the same Bentence W&8 carried into execution qainat Mrs. Hutchinlon. 
after an examination and trial, in which ahe exhibited the mOlt extraordi­
Dary degree of talent, leaming, Ikill. and fortitnde. She at once removed 
after thil with her family to Rhode leland, where. under the I'rotection of 
Boger Williams, her conduct did not incur reproacb, althougb Ihe ronti. 
DUed faithful to her principles; neither did any injury or inconvenience, 
as Williama wrote to Valle, result from her influence there. "How clear)y" 
justly purou .. Mr. Upham, .. does thil illustrate the Important maxim, that 
DO heresy need be regarded .. dangeroul to the .tate, wben the state doeo 
not meddle with it! Upon the death of her husband, Ibe transferred ber 
residence to Long Island. wbere, in the yepr 1643, her IU8l!ringa and per. 
secutions were brought to an end in a lItanner 10 awful and tragicll, as 
would bave IOftened the bearts, we migbt IUppose of the bitternt foes, 
and have buried for ever all feelings of anger and bigotry, in ODe ... iofe­
opread and profound lentiment of pity and oorro.... She and all ber family, 
conlisting of lixteen penonl, were murdered by the Indians ... ith the ex-
ception of one daughter, who w:u carried Into captivity. Such ... al the fate 
Clf Anne HutcblnlOD. one of the moot remarkable penonl of ber age and 
eex. -learned. accompliBhed, and of a heroic Ipirlt. Her genius WAI AI 
extraordinary .. her biltory w .. Itrange and eventful. Her abilities were 
equalled only by her milfortuneo. With talents and groceo, wbieb would 
bave adorned and blessed the private spheres, within wbicb tbey ougbt to 
have been confined, Ihe aimed to occupy. more public position and to act 
upon a more conlpiCUOUB theatre; and the conaequence W&I, tbat she .u 
hated w bere abe would otherwise have been loved; • torrent of prejudice 
and calumny w .. made to pour Over her; an entire communitr w .. thrown 
into disorder and convullions forlean; a moot cruel peroecut.OD drove ber 
ftoom tbe pale of civilisation; an she rell, at I .. t, beneath the blood)' toma­
baWD of murderous .. vage.. Immediately after her exile from M ..... 
ebUletta, the 800d-gates of Ilander were opened a.ainst ber character. 
Every speci .. of abule and defamation w .. resorted to, and ta1eo of calumny 
were put into circulation 10 extravagant, dilgUBting, loathsome, and mock. 
ing, tbat nothing but the blackeot malignity could have fabricated, or the 
most infuriated and blinded bigotry have credited them. (Mather" .. Mag­
naJia," book vii. c. iiL ,xL) Every mouth seemed to be open to .. perse 
her. and every heart hardened against her. And when tbe news of her tra­
gical death arrived, it w .. readily believed and proclaimed tbat It wu a 
judgment of God upon ber sinful ber •• i .... and the people seemed almoot to 
take ... ilf&Ction In re8ecting upon the dreadful fate, whicb had befallen 
ber in the dillllllt wildem ... to which she had been driven by their intol ... 
rance. In contemplating the furioul and deoperate virulence of the coJo,. 
niota towardl Mro. HutchinlOn, we discern a striking illustration of the 
destructive inftuenceo of bigotry and persecution upon all tbe liner and 
more amiable lentimenta of humanity. Tbe very virtuel ... hicb are JUIUy 
lauded !II our fathen lOne to prove and demonatrate tile \eaon, wbieb it 
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congregational churches in America to exhibit such an 
example of the spirit of peace, charity, and forbearance, 
aa would alone tend to promote the grest cause of 
Christian liberty and truth in the older world. Win­
throp himself appesrs by this time to have become sen­
sible of the grestneB8, justice, and truth of Vane's 
character, and we find him accordingly, in speaking of 
a clliIi.cu1ty in:which, in 1645, BOme New England men 
were involved in the admiralty courts in London, on' 
account of their connection with certain proceedings of 
the government of Massachusetts, and which was of 
such momentJ that the bonds they were required to give 
amounted to four thousand pounds,- seizing the oppor-' 
tunity of doing honour to certain active and disinterested 
exertions of sir Henry V:me in their behalf, and adding 
that, "although he might have taken occasion against 
us for BOme dishonour, which he apprehended to have 
been unjustly put upon him here, yet both now, and at 
other times, he hath showed himself a true friend to New 
England, and a man of a noble and generous mind."· 

Such is a faithful history of Vane's colonial residence 
and administration, and it may be safely left thus to the 
impartial and just-minded to determine, whether, far 
from depreciating hiB powers as a public man, as hath 
been too rashly concluded, it does not on the contrary 
give additional interest and lustre to all that is great, or 
noble, or Wise, in the historI of his life. He now ap­
pears upon a wider scene once more, and Garrard writes 
to the lord deputy. " Henry Vane, the· comptroller's 
eldest son, who hath been governor in New England 
this laat year is come home; whether he hath left his 
former misgrounded opinions, for which he left. us, I 
know not."t 

becomea UI to draw ft:om thit paaage of their hiatory. Indeed, no excel. 
leoce or nature or or principle, no Itrength or refinement of character, i. 
proof lIalnlt the debasing power of intolerance. Tu be bigoted 10 to be 
cruel. To persecute another .. to barbarise one·, lel£." , 

• s.vage'. Wintbrop. vol. Ii. p. 2t8. + Strallbrd" Letten and Dispatches, Ii. 116. 
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Nor could the gossiping Garrard, with all his zealous 
curiosity, ascertain for many months any better know­
ledge on this point. Vane lived in retirement for a 
considerable time after his return. The interval not· 
unfitly prepares us, after the strange and turbulein 
scenes we have just gone through, for that resolved and 
deliberate strengthening of his purposes and powers, 
which, in hours of quiet retreat and lofty study we may 
suppose to have been now his principal aim, and his 
noblest preparation for that glorious career of suffering 
and of senice, on which he was soon to enter in his 
native country. In this interval, too, tc with his fa_ 
ther's approbation" he married Frances, the daughter 
of sir Christopher Wray, of Ashby in Lincolnshire. 

Public aft'airs had meanwhile advanced to the crisis 
which forced the king once more upon the detested 
resource of a parliament, in April, 1640, and in this 
parliament, influenced secretly, it is supposed, by Pym, 
"young Mr. Vane" consented to sit. He was at once 
returned for the borough of Kingston upon Hull,­
worthiest predecessor, in the representation of that plact', 
to honest Andrew Marvel. 

This step appears to have given great alarm at court, 
both to his father and the king. Means were at once 
taken to propitiate the possible hostility of the young 
and resolute statesman. ct By his father's credit with 
the earl of Northumberland, who was lord high admiral 
of England," 8I\Ys Clarendon, "he was joined pre­
sently and jointly with sir William Russel in the office 
of treasurer of the navy (a place of great trust and 
profit), which he equally shared with the other.­
His father'a credit may indeed have had some share in 
this appointment, but the manifest purpose .for which 
that credit had been called into request, and the eager 
sanction the appointment received from the king, were 
displayed in an additional honour conferred on him two 
or three months afterward, when he received the dignity 

• Vol. I. 328. 
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of kJiightbood from the bands of Charles. From this 
time he generally passed by the title which he has made 
so famous, sir Harry Vane the younger, or the more 
formal one of sir Henry Vane, of Raby Castle, kuight.* 

StiR no movement appeared on the part of the lIewly 
appointed minister, of co-operation in the principles of 
tire' government. He was frequently observed on the 
contrary, in the society of Pym and Hampden, and it 
is a remark of Clarendon that at this time "nothing 
W8tI concealed from him though it is believed that he 
communicated his oWn thoughts to very few." He 
was waiting his time, now very near. 

In November, 1640, again elected for the borough of 
Kingston-upon-Hull, Sir Henry Vane the younger sat 
down at Westminster, a member of the ever.memorable 
long parliament. From that instant his course was plain, 
and never swerved from. "In the beginning of the 
great parliament," says one who had watched him well, 
the honest and able Ludlow, "he was elected to serve 
his country among them, without the least application 
on his part to that end. And in this ststion, he BOOn 
made appear how capable he was of managing great 
aWai~, possessing, in the highest perfection, a quick and 
ready apprehension, a',strong .and tenacious memory, a 
profound and penetrating judgment, a just and noble 
eloquence, with an easy and graceful manner of speaking. 
To these were added a singular zeal and affection for the 
good of the commonwealth, and a resolution and cou­
rage not to be .shaken or diverted from the public 
service • ., t . Soon jndeed were these great characteristics 
made manifest. ' 

• Anthon)' l Wood, ;n. 579-
t I may in thit place lubjoln wbat is said of his general conduct hence­

bWard, in the extraordinary .. life" by Sik.,.. .. This ... orthy patriot 
.... &eel)' chOlen, without any leeklng of his, to le"e .. a burgea 
far the town of KinptoD-upon-HuR, in that Jl!Irliament wbich sat down 
Newember 3. UKO. About thirteen yean dId be indefatigably labou. 
tbenin fbr bla country .. relief, against manirelt oppression. and public 
pieya1lCea that were npon it. And well nigh ten yean more he hath 
patiently mm.red, a. eitber a uaeleas or perniciOUS penon, becauae of 
bla deatruotiYe conltitutlon to the peace and int ....... t of tyrann)'. During 
the 1_. parliament, be w .. uauaUJ 10 engaged for the public, in the 

VOL. IT. B 
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His conduct in the affair of Lord Strafford's trial has 
been alluded to in a previous memoir. - He furnished 
the most material evidence against the earl. The cir­
cumstance may be stated here in the words which, 
according to Clarendon, were used by Pym, in de­
scribing it to the house of commons. " That, MYIn6 

months before the beginning of thu parliament, he had 
visited young sir Henry Vane, eldest son to the secretary, 
who was then newly recovered from an ague; that they 
being together, and ccmdoling the Bad condition of tlls 
kingdom, by n:ason of the many illegal taxes and pres­
sures, sir Harry told him, if he would call upon him 
the next day, he would show him somewhat that would 
give him much trouble, and inform him what counsels 
were like to be followed to the ruin of the kingdom; 
for that he had, in perusal of some of his father's papers, 
accidentally met with the result of the cabinet council 
upon the dissolution of the last parliament, which com­
prehended the resolutions then taken. The next day he 
showed him a little paper of the secretary's own writing; 
in which was contained the day of the month, and the 
results of several discourses made by several counsellors; 
with several hieroglyphics, which sufticiently expressed 
the persons by whom those discourses were made. The 
matter was of so transcendant a nature, and the counsel 
so prodigious, with reference to the commonwealth, that 
he desired he might take a copy of it, which the young 
gentleman would by no means consent to, fearing it 
might prove prejudicial to his father. But when he 

house and several committees, from early in the morning till yery late at 
night. that he had .... rce any leilur. to eat his bread, converse with hia 
nearest relation., or at all to mind hi. family aflllin. Were 1100..00 fUr­
nlahed witb the tongue of the learned, the pen of a ready writer, I sbould 
think ihdvlsable to let the ulefulne .. and .Ucce18 of Iiil public actinp 
all along that parliament, till forcibly dissolved, speak for themselv.... That 
race of action being run, not without mueh atruagling, contradiction, 
and mis-reports the while, be comes to his .ulIering scene. He was for 
several ~e.rs rejected, persecuted, and imprisoned by his apostallsed 
friends, that had gone to the house of God In company with him, who ot 
length to complete their persecuting work upon him, deli vered him up, to be 
hunted to death by bis professed foe., enemies of all rigbteouanE"lll, God'. 
and manti too." 

• LiCe of Strallbrd, p.393. 
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(Mr. Pym) informed him, that it was of extreme con­
aequence to the kingdom, and that a time might probably 
come, when the discovery of this might be a sovereign 
means to preserve both church and state, he was c6n_ 
tented that Mr. Pym should take a copy of it; which 
he did, in the presence of sir Henry Vane; and having 
examined it together, delivered the original again to sir 
Henry Vane."· 

This famous paper, it is scarcely ~eces&ary to repeat 
in this place, contained old Vane's notes of a council, at 
which Strafford had recommended the introduction of 
the Irish army to reduce England to obedience. When 
they were produced by Pym in Westminster Hall, an 
extraordinary sensation was created, and the cause of 
Stra1Ford was, for the first time, felt to be hopeless. 
It is perhaps worth while adding the sequel of the scene 
in the house of Commons after Pym's announcement -
always bearing in mind, that it rests on no better 
authority than Clarendon:s. Sir Henry Vane the 
younger, he says, rose after Mr •. Pym, corroborated his 
statement, and added "that his father being in the 
north with the king the summer before, had sent up 
his keys to his secretary, then at Whitehall; and had 
written to him (his son) that he should take from him 
those keys, which opened his boxes where his writings 
and evidences of his land were, to the end that he might 
cause an assurance to be perfected which concerned hig 
wife; and that he having perused. those evidences, and 
despatched what depended thereupon had the curiosity 

• C1arendOD'. HiltOJy, I. 899-400. Oxford ed. of 18t6. lt I~ an extra­
ordinal'} lnalance of Mr. D'laraeli'. forsetfuineu where bl. violent partl_ 
Ilities Intrude, thuln character\olng the lIatement in the text II an art­
l\aUy tumed party tale, sot up In Infer that there wu .. no premeditated 
plot" In tbil cue, between tbe Vanes In revenge a family batred against 
1Itra1lOrd (a ebarge wbleb the royaliat wrlten are vel'} fond 01'), be endea­
~un In cut doubt and reproach upon the allesatlo". of the ...... ere india­
podtion" of the younger Vane, and his alleged" rf'luctance" in Buffering 
.,... In take a copy, by .. ylng tbat be can lind no authority for them, 
excepting in Brodie'. HIIIDI'J of the British Empire! .. IIIr. Brodl .. " 
_Ita Mr. D'loraeH, .. i. my IDle .utIlorily for thi •• tatemenU" Yet 
Clarendon must bave been turned over, page by page, .entence by oen­
tence, with Inllnite and mOlt curious se.1 by IIIr. D'laraeli! ClareDdOll is 
the very text on wbleb the .. commentarieo" are written. 
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to desire to Bee what was in a red velvet cabinet, which 
stood with the other boxes; and thereupon required the 
key of that cabinet from the secretary, as if he still 
wanted somewhat towards the business hiB father had 
directed; and so having gotten that key, he found, 
amongst other papers, that mentioned by Mr. Pym, 
which made that impre.ion in him, that he thought 
himself bound in conscience to communicate it to 80IIlt 

person of better judgment than himself, who might 
be might be more able to prevent the mischlefs that 
were threatened therein, and so showed it to Mr. Pym, 
and being confirmed by him, that the seaonahle 
discovery thereof might do no less than preserve 
the kingdom, had consented that he should take a 
copy thereof, which to his knowledge he had faithfully 
done; and thereupon had laid the original in ita proper 
place again, in the red velvet cabinet. He said he knew 
this discovery would prove little less than his ruin in the 
good opinion of his father;. but having been provoked 
by the tenderness of his conscience towanls his common 
parent, his country, to trespasS against his natural father, 
he hoped he should find compassion from that house, 
though he had little hopes of pardon elsewhere." The 
elder Vane, who had, throughout the whole of this scene, 
shown extraordinary symptoms of pain and vexation 
now rose, rem8l'ked~verelyon the conduct of his son, and 
added: -" That it was troe, being in the north with the 
king, and that unfortunate son of hill having married a 
virtuoua gentlewoman, daughter to a worthy member then 
present, to whom there was somewhat in justice and 
honour due, which was not sufliciently settled, he had 
sent his keys to his secretary, not well knowing in what 
box the material writings lay; and directed him to suffer 
his SOD to look after tho~ evid«:nces which were neces­
asry; that, by this occasion, it seemed, those papers 
had been examined and perused, which had begot much 
of this trouble."· This scene, adds Clarendon, whose 
object throughout is to leave an impression that the 

• Clarendon, L 403, 404. 
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elder Vane had secretly supplied the papers to his son, 
for the mere purpose of revenging himself of a private 
IJlIeen against Straffbrd, "was so well acted, with such 
passion and gestures between the father and the son, 
that many speeches were made in commendation of the 
conscience, integrity, and merit, of the young man, and 
a motion made, 'that the father might be enjoined by 
the house to be friends with his son;' but for some 
time there was, in public, a great distance observed be­
tween them." 'The distance which was observed between 
them is spoken of by other writers of better faith and 
purer purpose than Clarendon, as the result of sincere 
dissatisfaction on the part of the elder Vane at the course 
to which his son had now irrevocably pledged himself j 
and of the exact truth of the details given in the preced­
ing speeches, no writer of authority has ventured to ex­
press a doubt.· The only remaining matter that is in any 
way questionable, may be safely left to the judgment of the 
leIder - whether young Vane was strictly authorised in 
the step he took, upon discovering, by the indulgence of 
,a pardonable curiosity, the memorable paper in question. 
Not only. it appears to me, was he fully justified in the 
course he followed, but none other was open to him, 
sIYe at the peril of betraying the best interel!ts of his 
country. So it was considered then by the most rigidly 
conscientious men t, and so all right judging men must 
col!Bider it now. The truth of the contents of that 
memorable paper is not disputed by Clarendon himself, 

• Whltelocke, wbo WAI intimately acquainted witb an the circumstmClll, 
and by no ma.ns a violent enemy to Straftbrd, or a violent Mend to tbe 
VIII", diltlnctlJ corroborat .. every part of Pym's statement. .. Secretary 
Vane being out of town, lent a letter to bis IOn, lir Henry Vane the 
JOUnger, then In London, witb the key of his study, for hil son to look In 
bis tabinet, for aome paperl there to &end to hi. father. The SOD looking 
OVer many papen, among them al!Jhted upon theae not .. , whlcb being of 
10 _t concernment to the pubhc, and declaring 10 much againat the 
earl of StraWord, he held himaelf bound In duty and conIClence to dlICover 
tbem. He ahowed them to Mr. Pym who urged him and prevailed with 
him, that they might be 'made use of in tbe evidence &gaIDlt the earl of 
Straftbrd, AI being moat material and of great consequence, in relation to 
that busln ..... " _ Memorlah, April 12. 1641 • 

. t The old covenanter Baillie deocribe& young Vane', conduct throughout 
Wltb f .. ven~ pnlle, and &&1a his manner was retJljarkable.: and that of a 
most "graciOUI youtb." 
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and was confirmed by the evidence of Northumberland 
and Bristol, and even of Usher and Juxon.· 

In every great measure of the commons the name of 
the younger Vane now prominently appears; and pend­
ing the trial of Strafford, he had carried up the im­
peachment t which diubled the power of Laud, the 
once terrible enemy of toleration. In all matters of reli­
gious reform he more especially distinguished himself; 
he was one of the greatest supporters of the famous" root 
and branch" petition against prelacy; in the committee of 
which Hyde was chairman he spoke with masterly 
effect in favour of the bill against episcopal govern­
ment t j and when the famous assembly of divines 
assembled at Westminster to deliberate on the state of 
the church and the interests of religion, being requested 
by the house of commons to take upon himself the duty of 
one of its lay members, he rendered himself conspicuously 
eminent in the cODsultstions of that most grave and 
learned body §, not only by his theological attainments, 
but by the singular subtlety and skill with which he ad· 
dressed them to the loftier purposes of government j and, 
in the faith of those opinions which have already re­
ceived such striking illustration in these pages, sought 
to impress upon his more sectarian colleagues the neces­
sity of associating with the popular principle in civil 
affairs, an extreme and universal toleration of religious 
differences. In this noble policy. by his powers of 
irresistible persuasion, he eventually won over some of 
the most celebrated of these men." 

The progress of public affairs, up to the erection of 
Charles's standard at Nottingham, has been discussed in 
detail, in the memoir of Pym. The extraordinary legis-

• See Hallam'S Const. Hist. ii. 145. (note). 
t See Laud's Diary- Rushworth'. Collections, iii. 1087. . 
t The report which remains of tbis speech is obviously imperfect and 

;~~r~:rlh:;~'::"~::~:'~~'t~ in tbe pamphlets of the day. in the 

p. ~~iog. Brit. Art. Vane. vi. 3991.; and see Scobell'. Collection of Acta, 

II Clarendon (vol. v. p. 15, 16.) speak. ofthe~growinl inSuen .. of the 
Independents In the a .. embly of divines. . 
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lative achievements that had already distinguished the 
hitherto short existence of this immortal parliament, 
shed no small portion of their lustre on the name of the 
younger Vane. In the impeachments which broke down 
the terrible power of Strafford and of Laud, and which 
disabled for ever such men as bishop Wren, bishop 
Pierce, secretary Windebank, lord keeper Finch, and 
the slavish judges of ship money, their meaner aBBe)­
clates, young Vane had made his powers conspicuous. 
In the triennial bill, the constitutional settlement of 
taxation, the destruction of despotic courts, the abo­
lition of the king's prerogative of dissolution, in all those 
potent measures which, with a terrible hand, had driven 
out from the English governmenll " evil counsellol's, pro­
fligate judges, arrogant bishops, and sycophant church_ 
men," young Vane had gone hand in hand with the man 
from whom he had received his first political lessons, 
and on whose pure and lofty principles, on whose 
long life devoted with unequalled fidelity and virtue to 
the service of his country, he desired to model his own. 
The period to Pym's exertions was fast arriving, but 
they had found their worthiest "supplement and com. 
pletion " in the younger sir Harry Vane." 

• In the discu .. ion. respecting the .ommand of the militia. wbich im_ 
mediately led to the civil war. Vane showed remarkable activity and de_ 
termination; and a curious anecdote i. told by Echard (p.5'l1.) on tbat 
head, which, without vouching for ita authenticity, it may be worth while 
to IUbjoin. He took it, he laya, «from an anonymous writer of noted 
curioaity ;and reputation." It occurred on the occasion of the laot mea.. 
age from the parliament reapccting the militia. delivered to the king at 
Theobalda, and to wbleb he returned the passionate and fiery answer wbicb 
forbode all further accommodation. Young Vane was olle of the com_ 
mittee of the two bou ... appointed to deliver the menage. The an.wer • 
.. ,. Ecbard, "being Suddenly and with unulual qui.kn ... spoken by tbe 
king. they were mucb daunted· and presently retired themoelv .. to take 
into conllderation the te~ of it. that there migbt be no diflllrence in the 
reporting It to the aeveral boulea A. lOOn as tbe committee was .et. the 
earl or Newport called out his brother the earl of Warwick to sveak with 
him. who 'peeclUy returned wltb this a.count from the earl of Newport • 
• That the king was then ton prelOed to give a moresatilfactory an.wer· but 
that be was confident tbey Ihould have m.h a one. if they would but defer 
their departure for a lmall time.' To thil tbe whole coml"'ny seemed to 
....... t with mucb .heerfuln .... when suddenly young Ilr Henry Vane. a 

-dar .. enemy to all accommodation, declared himself to wonder at It. and 
.aid •• II ttiere any peraon bere. wbo can undertake to know the parlia­
ment', mind; wbether thll wblcb we have. or that whlcb Is called a more 
~ ",.,10.".. will be more pleaoing:to the hoUl .. P For my part.I 
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When the final appeal to arms was made be 11111"_ 

rendered the patent of office be held from Charles, but 
he was re-appointed treasurer of tbe navy by the par­
liament; and its duties, which he had before tranaaeted 
jointly with sir William R1III8el, were now committed to 
him alone. - Sir Gilbert Gerard, the member for Mid­
dlesex, was appointed at the same time treasurer to1 the 
army. 'fhe orderly conduct of the affairs of parliament 
required these appointments; and it is not one of the 
least memorable characteristics of the time, that it was 
only in such cases of absolute necessity that any ap­
pointments by the parliament were made. Those par­
ticulars only were meddled with, that were indispensable 
to the objects they had in view, and every thing else 
was left as it stood. 

A memorable circumstance is to be noted in con­
nexion with this re-appointment. The fees of Vane"s 
office. were great in the time of peace, but in war he had 
found them enormous. They are stated by many writers 
to have been little less than thirty thousand pounds per 
annum. t Yet now, on surrendering the patent which 
be had received for life from Charles I., (and for the 
purpose of enabling him to.[do 80, Whitelockei tella 
us, the house passed an ordinance at his own earnest re­
quest,) he stipulated, in regard to the great necessities of 
his country, that a thousand a year should be secured to 
the deputy who executed the ordinary routine of the 
office, (" an agent he had bred up to the business,") and 
that the rest of its emoluments should be paid in to the 
public treasury. From this rare and most virtuous act 
of self denial, we date the method of a fixed salary, which 
was afterwards continued in that office. Of its author, 

cannot; and If there be any that can, let him apeak.' To-th18 no man wu 
ao bold as to give an 'anlwer ; and ao, naving agreed upon their report, the)' 
departed; which'show. how easily one subtle \Il.dlspoaed penon mayover­
throw a general good Intentlon."-(pp. FIII, 528.) 

• Journala of AuguI,8-10. 16W. 
t See Biographia Britannica, vt 3991.; Ludlow', Memoin, it llL; Col. 

Ilnl'. Peer."" (art. earl of Darlington), v. lIl3. . 
~ Jli[emorl&lI, p. S!S2. 
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who practised many more such actions-, most truly it 
has been remarked that he was no less superior to the 
allurements of ambition; and it may perhaps be ascribed 
to the entire absence of such views, that another person 
in the sequel (Cromwell), "fitted better for the rude 
intercourse, and the sordid dispositions of the masa of 
mankind," got the start of him m the political race. 
In goodness, in real greatneB8, Vane had the advantage 
still. 

The severe reverses suffered by the parliament during 
the second year of the civil war are known to the reader. t 
Hampden slain, the strength of Pym declining with 
almost every hour, the train of disastera which had fol­
loWed each other upon the field.,-every thing seemed 
to render it not impoaible' to the superficial observer. 
that the parliament might soon be laid prostrate at the 
feet of the king. Yet let it not be imagined that the 
men on whom the chief conduct of affairs had now de­
volved, the Vanes. the Cromwell., ihe Martena, the St­
John., ever for an instant seemed to dread this, or lost 
even momentarily their preaence of mind, or any of the 
resources which depend on that greatest endowment of 
statesmen. They had a glorious faith in tbe caDle 
they had embarked in, and t1ley knew the wonderful aid 
which, in the very last resort, might still be relied on in 
Inch a C&uae. The defence of the liberties of a country 

• .. In the !IeIInnlll, oflhat upmIlve war. (u unwlW!'II till make a prey 
of bit country'" neceuitiea,l be resigned biB treuurenblp for the navy • 
..... ing the cuatamary du .. of tllat oiIIee to be converted Into a aaIarJ of 
a thouaand f'W 11_. The bare poundaae of aD expe_ that way. 
wblcb in tim .. or peace came to about three tbouaand, would have 
_unted till near twenty thouaand by the year. durlog the war with 
Holland. Were hil penonal circumltaneet and \the condition of bit 
family allllin at that leuoo aDd Bince, weD Imown, It would renderlthla 
piece of lelf-clenlal the more memorable. lome incoDliderable matte; 
without hi. oeeklng, wu allotted to him by the parUa;meot in neu th~r. 
He hlld 8110 1000g before thia, upon the oelf.denYlDl ordinance (ht~e 
oboened by othen), refunded ftve and twenty bundled pound., for public 
-. being the moiety or hla reception" In the laid olIIce, I'rom ouch time 
.. the parliament bad made him IOle treuurer, who, before Ihe war, ""u 
Joined with another penon." Such II tbe mentlen of lOme ofJth- acto of 
true petriotlom .., Vane" intimate Mend, Sik .. , who hlld the belt oppor. 
tunitlea of knOWing an the circumstanCl!l, and of appreciatIDI the extent 
of the noble oeIr.cleniaL 

t See LIfe of Py .... pp. 27t-i!Ii. 
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is never to be despaired of. Even at this time in 
question, when brilliant successes waited on Charles, 
the astonishing power of the parliamentarians appeared 
to guarantee a certainty of ultimate victory on their 
side. They would not be defeated. Bands and regi­
ments of armed men sprang up in succeBBion BB if out 
of the earth. " The fervour and determination of the 
adherents of the parliamel)t was so intenBe, as to assume 
in a great degree the features of gaiety and hilarity. 
The sentiments of the adverse party,. arising from an 
ilnplicit veneration for monarchial institutions, or bent 
to take a prey, could not enter into rivalship with the 
emotions of men, and in some measure of women, en­
groBBed in the cause of their religion, and fighting for 
every thing that elevates the human heart, and makes 
life worth the possessing." They shrank abashed from 
the comparison. 

For the immediate necessities of the hour, however, 
one expedient, it was evident, must now be adopted. 
Scotland had been hitherto kept aloof from the English 
qnarrel- in which it was well known she sympatbiBed 
(for it was in its material features the same as that she 
herself had been so recently and so successfully engaged 
in) and to which indeed she had openly manifested no 
slight leaning. But up to this time the pride a,nd 
delicacy of the English patriots, withheld them, for 
obvious reasons, from claiming her asaistance. Had it 
been posaible they would still have desired to engage no 
distant party in this great domestic struggle; but when 
the present unexpected crisis arrived, which involved 
the posaible defeat of the liberal cause in England, and 
by consequence its imminent endangerment in the neigb­
:hour countries, these considerations were laid aside, and 
the chief leaders of the parliament resolved upon an 
embaBBY to the north, to bring the Scottish nation into 
the field. ., 

The conduct of this embaBSy was a matter of the 
highest difficulty and danger. The Scots were known 
to be bigoted to their own persuasions of narrow and 
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exclusive church government, while the greatest men 
of the English parliament had proclaimed the sacred 
maxim, that every man who worshipped God according 
to the dictates of his conscience was entitled to the pro­
tection of the state. But these men, Vane, Cromwell, 
Marten, and St. John, tho~gh the difficulties of the . 
common cause had brought them into the acknowledged 
position of leaders and directors of affairs, were in a 
minority in the house of commons, and the party who 
were their superiors in number were 88 bigoted to the 
most exclusive principlea of presbyterianism 88 the Scota 
themselves. Denzil Hollis stood at the head of this 
inferior class of patriots; GIyn, the recorder of London, 
and Maynard were among itR ablest supporters. Waller 
and Massey in the army, sir Philip Stapleton and sir 
John Clotworthy, ranged themselves under the same 
banners; and the celebrated Prynne, and Clement 
Walker, his inseparable and not less libellous 888Ociate, 
were c~ ftaming presbyterians." The most eminent of 
the parliamentary nobility, particularly Northumberland, 
Essex, and MancheSter, belonged also to this body:; 
while the London clergy, and the metropolis itself, were 
almost entirely presbyterian. These things considered, 
there W88 indeed great reason to apprehend that this 
party, backed by the Scots, and supported with a Scottish 
army, would be strong enough to overpower the advo­
cates of free conscience, and cc set up a tyranny, not less 
to be deplored than that of Laud and his hierarchy 
which had proved one of the main occasions of bringing 
on the war."· Yet, opposing to 'all this danger only 
their own high purposes and dauntless courage, the 
smaller party of more consummate statesmen were the 
first to propose the embassy to Scotland. 

cc The idea of such an embassy," says Mr. Godwin, 
(C had been brought forward in the lifetime of Hampden; 
and 00 the twentieth of July 1643, the commil!Bioners 
set out from London: They were four; and the man 
principally confided in among them W88 Vane. He 

• Godwin'. Hilt. of Com. L 176. 

/ 
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indeed was the individual beat qualified to succeed 
Hampden as a counsellor, in the arduOUI Itruggle in 
which the nation was at this time engaged. In au~tlety 
of intellect, and dexterity of negomation, he W&I inferior 
to none; and the knowndiaintereatedneaa of hi I character, 
and his auperiority to the vulgar temptations of gain, gave 
him the greatest authority."· It is worth notioe tha& 
on the very same day on which Vane set out for Scotland, 
St. John W&l named to be added as a member to the 
committee of government, commonly Caned the committee 
for the safety of the kingdom - and this hal sugg8lted 
the idea that he was selected as a person.on whom Vane 
could peculiarly depend. The short.sighted presbyte­
rians knew not the formidable power insensibly making 
head against them. 

Clarendon while he eulogisetl Vane's genius in de_ 
leribing this embassy, Usetl all his insidioUB artifice to 
blacken ita motives and ita character: " Sir Harry Vane," 
he says, " was one of the commissioners, and therefore 
. the others need ·not be named, rinee he fIHU all ttl 
any buai1UJ81 wwe Ot1&"., tll87'e joined witA Aim. He 
W&I indeed a man of extraordinary parts, a pleasant wit, 
a great understanding, which pierced into and discerned 
the purpOsetl of other men with wonderful sagacity; 
whillt he had himself tndtum claueum, that no man 
could make a guess of what he intended. He was of a 
temper not to be moved, and of rare diBBimulation, au 
eould. comply when it WaB not 8tJIUO'nable to contradict, 
fDithout loring ground. by the contlucen.rion; and if he 
were not auperior to Mr. Hampden, he was inferior to 
no other man, in all mysterious artifices. There need 
no more be said of his ability, than that he was chosen 
to cozen and deceive a whole nation, which excel in 
craft and cunning; which he did with notable pregnancy 
and dexterity, and prevailed with a people, that could 
not otherwise be prevailed upon than by advancing their • 
idol presbytery, to sacrifice their peace, their interest, 

• Hilt. of Com. L l~L 
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and their faith, to the erecting a power and authority 
that resolved to persecute presbytery to an extirpation) 
and very near brought their purpose to paa.· 

A aerlous:difliculty OCCUrred in Vane's departure from 
London. He was obliged, with the other commillion. 
en, to proceed for Scotland by sea, probably iB conse­
quence of the defeat of lord Fairfax, and the temporary 
aacendancy of the earl of Newcastle in the north of 
England. He was dismill8ed in London on the 20th 
of July, and did not reach Edinburgh before the 9th of 
August following. t Thus for twenty days he was per­
haps out of the reach of any intelligence respecting the 
aff'ain of the commonwealth. Thil was the most cri­
tieal period in the whole history of the war; the period 
in which. there was, for the moment, the greatest ap­
pearance that Charles would gain decisively the advan­
tage over the parliament, and be able e1Fectually to ex .. 
tinguish the cause of liberty in this country. Vane had 
sailed to negotiate an aid for the English legislature en­
gaged in hostilities against their prince; and it was not 
oertain, that the first news that would reach him when 
he entered the harbour of Leith, might not be that he 
had no constituents to represent. In these anxious and 
critical circumstances, Mr. Godwin has speculated on tile 
character of his thoughts and resolutions. "During 
this IUBpenae," says that historian, "he seems to have 
preserved all bis serenity. He did not believe that, 
judged as the cause of Charles had been, and condemnell, 
by the most sober and enlightened portion of the pcople 
of England, it would be poBBible to put down the spirit 
of liberty. He persuaded himself that, even if the ca­

. valiers gained possession of the metropolis, and dispersed 
the parliament, their triumph would be short. And we 
may be very sure that he was sustained through all by 
the verdict pf his conscience, and the holy zeal he en­
tertained for a cause which, as he believed, comprised 

• Vol iv. p.!192. 
t Othet"_ACCOUnta Itate the 7th. See BIo •. Brit. vi. 3991. ; and Ruahworth., 

v.466. 
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in it every thing that W81 valuable to the existence of .. man. 
Immediately on his arrival in Edinburgh the negoti­

ation commenced, and what Vane _ms to have anti­
cipated at once occurred. The Scots o1f'ered their assist­
ance heartily, on the sole condition of an adhesion to the 
Scottish religious system on the part of England. After 
many long and very wann debates, in which Vane held 
to one firm policy from the first, a solemn covenant was 
proposed, which Vane insisted Should be named " a s0-

lemn league and covenant," whilst certain words were 
inserted in it on his subsequent motion, to which he . 
also adhered with immoveable constancy·, and which 
had the effect of leaving open to the great party in Eng­
land, to whose interests he W8I devoted, that laat liberty 
of conscience which man should never surrender, and 
which he had from the first resolved tliat nothing in this 
agreement should exclusively withhold them from. In 
the clause relating to the "preservation of the king's 
person," he inserted the words, "in pre&ervation of the 
laws of the land and liberty of the subjectt;" and by 
a simple phrase in the memorable article relating to re­
ligion, effected a saving retreat for the IUpporters of a 
just toleration. 

The treacherous intrigues of the duke of Hamilton 
were equally foiled on this remarkable occaaion by Vane. 

• I subjoin an account of these debateo fIoom Echard, wbo neYer giv ... 
authoritl .. ! and Is therefore seldom to be relied on. The opIrit attempted 
to be fi" .. on Vane in tbe preoent accounl, II merel), a ~try Imitation 
of Clarendon i but the facta may be correct enougb : -" The maln of it 
Wal managed Dy the .uperior cunning and artifice of lir Henry Vane, who. 
.. Dr. 6umbl. tella .... Wal very earnest with the Scota to haye tbe whole 
called a l""II"e, aI well as a covenant, and araued It aIm .. t all nigbl, and 
at lut carr1ed it. He held another debate about church government. 
which wal to be according to the example of the belt reformed churches ; 
he would have it only according to tbe word of God; but after a great 
conteol, they joined both alld the lad IuJd the precttllJfln. One of hia 
companionl afterwarda ;;tiDg bim the reason why he should put them to 
ao much trouble, with luch needIeao trilles, he told him: -' He Wal mia-
taken, and did not ... enough into that matter, for a league showed, it was 
between two natio .... and migbt be broken upon just reason .. but not a 
covenant. For the other, that churcb government according to the word 
of God, by the diffl!rence of divines and e"pOliton. would be 10Dg enough 
before It be determined, for the learned held it clearly for epiacol"":!; 110 
that when aU llre agreed, we may take in the Scotch presbytery," -po 585. 

t Ludlow'l Memoiro, I. 79. 
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He and some of his brother royalists had secretly stimu_ 
lated the more enthusiastic covenanters to stickle for 
extreme conditions. They insisted, in consequence, ac_' 
cording to Clarendon, on a committee to be selected frOID 
the parliament of both kingdoms, to whom was to be 
intrusted the conduct of the war I it was imagined that 
the pride of the English nation would never subscribe 
to this stipulation. The friends of Hamilton were com­
pletely outwitted here as on every other point. Vane 
offered no objection, secure in the harmlessness of IUch 
a stipUlation before the energy and power of hill own 
dauntleBB party, which he knew, as long as the war lasted" 
would sustain itself in that place of supremacy which in 
times of danger and doubt is ever conceded to superior 

,minds. 
The famous article respecting religion ran in these 

words :-" That we shall, sincerely, really, and con­
Itsntly r through the grace of God, endeavour, in our 
several places and callings, the preservation of the re­
formed religion in the church of Scotland, in doctrine, 
worship, discipline, and government, against our com­
mon, enemies; the reformation of religion in the king­
doms of England and Ireland, in doctrine, worship, dis­
cipline, and government, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF 

GOD, and the example of the best reformed churches; 
and we'shall endeavour to bring the churches of God in 
the three kingdoms to the nearest conjunction and uni­
formity in religion, confessing of faith, form of church 
government, directory for worship and catechilling; that 
we, and our posterity after us, may as brethren live in 
faith and love, and the Lord may delight to dwell in the 
midst of us. That we shall, in like manner, without 
respect of persons, endeavour the extirpation of popery, 
prelacy, (that is, church government by archbishops, bi_ 
shops, their chancellors and commiBSaries, deans, deans 
and chapters, archdeacons, and all other ecclesiastical 
officers depending on that hierarchy)." Vane, by this 
introduction of, "according to the word of God," left 
the interpretation of that word to the free conscience of 
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every man. On the 17th of ·August the solemn league 
and covenant WII voted by the legislature and the .... 
sembly of the church at Edinburgh. The king, in des­
perate alarm, Bent his commands to the Scotch people 
not to 'take BUch a covenant. In reply, they «humbly 
adnsed his m9Jeaty to take the covenant himself." • 

The mrpaasing aervice rendered by Vane on this 
great occuion to the parliamentary cause, exposed him 
to a more nolent hatred. from the ~yaliata than he had 
yet experienced, and Clarendon has 1l8ed every artifice 
to depreciate his motives and his sincerity. In VariOUl 

paaaagea of his history he adverts to the subject. ID 
the following, the truth. is very evasively stated:­
«&iT Harry Vane (who equally hated episcopacy and 
presbytery, uve that he wished the one abolished with 
much impatience, believing it much eaaier to keep the 
other from being established, whatever they promised; 
than to be rid of that which was settled. in the kingdom) 
carefully considered the covenant, and after he had 
altered and 'changed many expressions in it, and made 
them doubtful enough to bear many interpretations, he, 
and JUs felIow-commi&&ionera, signed the whole treaty;" 
- but shortly after we have this distinct falsehood de­
liberately given: « And he who contributed most to it, 
the league and covenant, and, in truth, was the principal 
contriver of it, and the man by whom the committee in 
Scotland was entirely an~ stupidly governed, sir Harry 
Vane the younger, was not afterwards more known to 
abhor the covenant, and the presbyterians, than he was 
at that very time known to do, and laughed at them 
then, as much II ever he did afterwards." 

Vane never "abhorred" the covenant, though he 
abhorred the paltry advantages and tyrlnlDies which 
were afterwards, under its sanction, sought to be prac­
tised by the presbyterians. He held the league and 
covenant in ita only true and just acceptation, to be 
ever sacred - a mutnal guarantee between two nations, 
that for one great common object, each should sustain 

" Whltelocke .. lI1emoriaJ1, Po '17. 
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the rights of the oth~, until perfect liberty had been 
gained for both .• Till the very close of his life he pro­
fessed a devotion he had never swerved from, to all that 
was noble, and just, and good in that memorable. league, 
while he never scrupled to record· his impressive dissent 
from the numerous and desperate endeavours that were 
made by the Scots and the presbyterians to wrest it to 
"other ends ~ itself warranted." Nor will I deny, he 
said to his judges in the course of his melancholy trial, 
"Nor will I deny but that, as to the manner of the prose­
cution of the covenant to other ends than itself warrants, 
and with a rigid oppressive spirit (to bring all dissent­
ing minds and tender consciences under one uniformity of 
church discipline and government), it W/l8 utterly againBt 
my judgment. For I always esteemed it more agreeable 
to the word of God, that the ends and work declared in 
the covenant should be promoted in a spirit of love and 
forbearance to differing judgments and consciences, that 
thereby we might be approving ourselves in doing that 
to others which we desire they would do~to us, andIso, 
though upon different principles, be found joint and 
faithful advancers of the reformation contained in the 
covenant, both public and personal." Beautiful, indeed, 
and conceived in the only true christian spirit, is this 
definition of the covenant,-in that divine and tolerant 
faith it was projected and signed by Vane. Some of 
the last words spoken by him on. the scaffold, and in 
which he made a most touching allusion to the marquis 
of Argyle, show even more deeply that among the last 
and strongest feelings left to him in this world, was the 
desire that in referenCe to this great action of his life, 
he should leave behind him an unstained name. t 

• Henry Marten, it will be found, held the same opinion, though in his 
case perhapo the opinion was pushed to the extreme. See prul, Life of 
Marten. 

t .. My life, estate and all, i. not 10 dear to me as my service to God, 
his cause, to the kingdom of Christ, and to the future welfare of my 
country; and I am taugbt according to the example, as "ell as that most 
christian laying, of a noble person that lately died after this public manner ' 
In Scotland; • How much better i. it to chOOIe alBiction and the cro .. , 
than to lin or draw bock hom the service of the living God, into the ways 
or apootacy and perdition.' That noble person, whose memory I honour. 

VOL. IV. F 
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Vane did not return to London after his ml8Slon, 
until October 26.- In the interval he had formed a 
very great intimacy and confidence with the marquis of 
Argyle. Clarendon has celebrated this friendship, and 
makes out that their sudden attachment had its origin in 
the strong sympathy felt by each for a like depth and 
mystery of purpose he discovered in the other. It 
is certain that a subtler' or more refined spirit than 
Argyle's existed only in the breast of Vane, and though 
the Scottish statesman was a staunch friend to presbytery, 
yet he and the great English leader had soon discovered 
one point in which they fully agreed j a repugnance to 
half measures, an aversion to the conducting the war in 
an irresolute and temporising spirit, and "a deter­
mination to push the advantages obtained in the field as 
far as they would go." 

The solemn league and covenant remained to be adopt­
ed in England. The Scottish form of giving it autho_ 
rity was followed as far as possible. It was referred 
by the two houses to the assembly of dhines, which had 
commenced its sittings on the 1st 'of the preceding July, 
being called together to be ,consulted with by the par_ 
liament for the purpose of settling the government 
and form of worship of the church of England. This 
assembly, already referred to, consisted of 121 of the 
clergy j and a number of lay assessors were joined 
with them, consisting of ten peers, and twenty mem­
bers of the house of commons. All these persons 
were' named by the ordinance of the two ,houses of 
parliament, which gave birth to. the assembly. The 
public taking of the covenant ~ w~ solemnised on the 
25th of September, each member of either house at­
testing his adherence by oath first, and then ~y sub-

w .. with myself at the beginning and making of the solemn league aod 
covenant, the matter of which, and the holy ends therein contained, 1 
fully assent unto, and have been as desirous to observe; but the rigid waf 

. or prosecuting it, and the oppr .... ing unifonnity that hath been endea-
vo:rC!!rn:!n!' ~e::~~Yr.roved. It - Speech upon the sctJ,jfiJld. 

Digitized by Coogle 



·SIR HENRY V.lNE. 67 

scribing his name.- The name of Vane, subscribed 
immediately on his return, appears upon the list next to 
that of Cromwell. t 

The results of this masterly effort of statesmanship 
were soon manifest. An army of 20,000 men was 
raised and marshalled in Scotland, and crossed the Tweed 
on the 19th of January following, to act with the forces 
of the parliament. 

The disastrous loss to the popular party of the great 
services of Pym (the last of which had been the intro­
duction of the system of excise into this countryt, -an 
idea borrowed from the financial proceedings in Holland,) 
had now devolved upon Vane the chief conduct of civil 
affilirs. His energy was remarkable: in public and in 
private, on the floor of the house, and in its committees, in 
council with the committees at Derby house, or in watch­
ful earnestnef! on the field of battle, sir Harry Vane. the 
younger was acknowledged the foremost man of the t1me. 

At the opening of the campaign, in 1644, strength­
ened by the accession of the army from Scotland, 14,000 
men had been raised under the earl of Manchester, and 
his lieutenant-general, Cromwell,' for the associated 
counties in the eastern quarter of England. Upon these 
forces, Vane, distrustful of the power, if not of the 
sin~rity, of Essex §, fixed hopes of the most sanguine 
kind. We find him upon the, scene of action, with 
Manchester, in June, 1644, assisting him with his advice, 
and urging movements of policy which soon won for 
that divi.ion of the army the peculiar confidence of the 
people. Vane had already i!l his view an army of a 
~ new mode!." An interesting remark is made by 

• GOOwin, I. lSL Journals of Commons. Sep. 22. Whitelock, P. 74. ' 

t Ruahwortb, v. 480. Ecbard, p. S85. 
See Journa .. , )I8Y 17. 1643. Dugdale, View of the Troubles, p. 120. 

Godwin. iii. 48'i This circum.tance had escaped me, when engaged on 
the life or that great statesman. 

, Esaex well knew tbls. and thatthe induence or Vane was undermining 
his hold upon the parliament Clarendon remarks (Iv. 524-0.) ... The lord 
Roberti, tbough mferior in the army, had much greater credit in the 
parliament than the earl or Esaex; and the earl did not think him Very 
kind to him. he being then in great conjunction with sir Harry Vane. WhOIU 
of all men tbe earl hated, and looked upon as an enemy." 

F 2 
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Mr. Godwin, on the presence of the statesman thus in the 
camp of Manchester. "It gives," he says, " an additional 
quickness to our feelings in the midst of these warlike 
proceedings, to look into the camp of the parliament­
arians, to draw back the canvas of their tents, and 
contemplate the soldier and the statesman, busied as they 
were in anticipating the future, in providing for all 
occasions, and endeavouring to place the mass of yet 
unformed events under the guidance of ,human prudence 
and intellect. In this camp, which was now traversing 
Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire, and proceeding to 
York, we might see, among others, Manchester, defi_ 
cient neither in ,the qualities of a gentleman nor the 
valour of a soldier, the most well-tempered and courteous 
of mankind, firm in purpose, yet ever gentle and conci­
liating in his manners; Cromwell, the future guide and 
oppressor of the commonwealth, daring every thing, and 
accomplishing whatever he dared to desire'; and Vane, 
ever profound in thought, and sagacious in purpose, 
desiring the true advantage and happinesa of all within 
the sphere of his influence, and embracing in his ca­
pacious mind all the· elements of public safety and sub­
stantial improvement. These men, now so cordially 
united, were in no long time to be shaken asunder, each 
actuated with different sentiments, each pursuing an 
object which the other two regarded with fixed disappro­
bation." 

Vane seldom remained long from the seat of govern_ 
ment, however, for there his presence was daily becoming 
more and -more essential. The presbyterians, rallying 
with the better aspect of affairs in the field, once more 
showed a formidable front of remonstrance and discon­
tent, in the debates of the house of commons. He was 
not daunted by this; he had already looked greater 
dangers in the face on the eve of the league and covenant, 
and yet dared to proceed. He knew from the first the 
consequences of that great measure, which he would 
sooner or later have to cope with, and he was prepared 
for the struggle now. 

The presbyterians declared their resolution to stand 
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upon nniformity in church government. Laud and his 
system had lind they now came 
with tht'ir 01i7L lilicmcmunicating canons 

driven out of Englel1wl 
Canterbury reeked~ 

hut now came in 
or intolerant, 

pressed with no less horror of the blasphemy and 
ppmiciousness of sects, than the former. Its chief dis­
tinctions were, the comparative moderation of its emolu­
ments, and the plainness of its garb. The clergy of the 
church of Scotland were habited with something of the 
same unambitious sadness, as we see in paintings of the 
fathers of the in'luisition~ "But this," says the his-
torian of thl1 with earnest and 
live eloquel1ZiZiy 

He that lordZi 
he is not 
perhaps, to 
and gold. mitigation of my 
should be glad to be deluded and dazzled to the last. It 
Bet>mS natural that human beings should prefer, like the 
widow of Benares, to die amidst the clangour of trum_ 
ppts, and the soft breathing of recorders, to the perishing 
by the deformed and withering blow of undisguised 
cruelty." 

And 80 

and Milton 
solute 

hl1l1e thought, and Cromwell, 
principle they acteg, 

policy" 
these great 

Wt'~YUYilll"." or to be "mZiW',U~W""{' 
to anothes 

sect. For matters appertainil1p 
gion, he was indeed what Clarendon has striven to con­
vert into a term of reproach, " a man abotIe ordinances." 
His pure religious faith has already received illustration 
in these pages - the extraordinary incidents of his early 
life must be supposed to have acted with corresponding 
force upon his imagination - and,now, having risen with 

3 

Digitize, 



70 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

the dangers of the time-the most eminen(statesman 
of an age remarkable for greatness - the acknowledged 
leader of the English house of commons, - the sole forms 
of religious or intellectual contest or controversy that he 
would acknowledge, were those in which the truth bade 
fair to be separated &om falsehood, and in which a per­
feet and uncontrolled liberty of disquisition might pos­
sibly some day, with God's sanction, elevate men into 
the highest and most sublime regions of pure and perfect 
intellect - into a station little lower than th~ angels. 

Nothillg has been so misunderstood by even the most 
liberal thinkers, nothing has been 80 carefully avoided 
by the greatest admirers of the younger Vane, as the 
nature of his peculiar opinions in religion. But these 
shall not be . avoided here, and, if possible, not mis­
understood. Nor is this an improper period for the in­
troduction of them, since, standing thus on the threshold 
of the greatest events and exertions of his political life, 
each may serve to illustrate the other. 

When he retired for a time from public life in disgust 
at the uSurpation of Cromwell, he occupied his leisure 
with religious and political writing. In politics, he 
wrote with the clear and impressive reason, the simple 
and masterly style, of a consummate statesman. In re­
ligion, he indulged occasionally those wild and~visionary 
thoughts which hate seldom failed to visit all strong 
and fervent spirits of the earth, when they have flung 
themselves passionately into the profounder questions of 
man's existence and destiny. In those moments his 
own divinely elevated fancies assumed to him the forms 
of « angels of light," and the very presence of Christ 
himself, "coming in the clouds," was not far distant 
from his rapt and excited vision. 

In the Retired Man's Meditations he thus speaks of the 
Fall of Man:-"In this tree of knowledge of goOd and 
evil, man had the sight of himself, in the exercise of his 
naturallife"and the operations appertaining unto him, as 
he became a living soul; in the well or evil use whereof he 
might arrive unto the experience of the ~upreme gOQdhe1d 
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forth to him as the end of bis creation, the endless life 
~t was to follow; or elae he might come, by the for_ 
feiture of the present good he enjoyed, to know the evil 
of a much worse condition than at first he had; for 
the avoiding of which, and to continue in a posture 
meet to receive the other, God required him in the state 
of innocency to abide in a waiting frame of spirit, as a 
sojourner and stranger in the midst of his present enjoy­
ments in the earthly paradise, that so through his patient 
forbearance from taking up his rest, or terminating his 
delight in seen things, he might preserve in himself an 
unengaged, unprejudiced spirit to what was yet behind 
of the counsel of God to be communicated to him, as to 
a more excellent attainment and inheritance to be exhi­
bited to him in the light of the approaching day of the 
Lord, the beamings forth whereof, as considered in type, 
were already present." 

Here, it seems to me, is the expression of a sense 
equallyaubtle and noble. The pause before the accession 
of all the divinity of intellect that the Creator had de­
signed for man - the rest which was intended before its 
gradual fulfilment - the waiting frame of spirit, the 
patient forbearance - the unengaged unprejudiced soul 
- conceived in that divine sense of Milton, 

God doth not need 
Either man'. work or his own alfts; who beat 
Bear hi. mild yoke, tbey aene bim best: his state 

- Is kingly; thoul8ndo at hi. bidding speed, 
And post o'er land and ocean without rest : 
They aIao oene who only .tand and wait-

- all this, with the vision in the distance of a ct more 
excellent atqmment and inheritance" in the realisa­
tion of all man's intellectual powers, expresses most 
aurely a great imaginative conception, which may be 
non-accordant with a simpler faith, but is neither un_ 
intelligible or obscure. The fervent writer proceeds 
thus:-

" Now man (being furnished 'With a reasonable soul 
and all the excellencies of its operations, with freedom 
of will to choose the good and refuse the evil, honoured 

F 4 
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also with the sovereignty over the creatures), in this fair 
posture of preparation to receive more, was nevertheless 
seduced, ensnared, and made a prey of by Satan, sin, and 
death, to the rendering (as it were) abortive all that 
work which was already paBSed upon him, and to the 
letting in of sin and death, with the deserved curse and 
wrath of God, through him, as through a door, upon all 
his posterity. 

" The occasion of this was twofold: first, the present 
enjoyment of good from God under the ministry of the 
first covenant, the fruit of which, to the eye of flesh and 
blood even at its best, was 110 glorious, and appeared so 
beautiful and desirable, that man was easily persuaded 
. that it was the best and highest attainment he needed to 
look after; and thereby, through Satan's subtlety, ren­
dered secure and negligent as to the use of means given 
by God to carry him on, pass him through, and conduct 
him out of this his corruptible state, as from glory to 
glory, into the power of an endless life (without the in­
tervening of sin), to the full and perfect securing of 
man's nature from all prevailing power of ain's assaults 
for ever; which was not done by creation. 

H The second occasion of man's fall was the freedom 
of his will, wherein the judging and desiring faculties 
of his mind were entirely committed by God to his own 
free motion and operation, upon the terms of the cove­
nant he was brought into with God; which was to be 
dealt with according unto his works-to be rewarded 
with life or with death, as he should rightly order or 
. abuse this liberty of action, with which God had in_ 
vested him by way of trial and probation. That man 
had such a power of free will as this,-

" First, the nature and tenor of the covenant he was 
tsken into doth demonstrate, which is conditional in refer­
ence to the works of man; and God throughout deals 
with man, under that covenant according to his works, 
strongly thereby asserting them to be man's own; 80 as 
the very reward, which comes thereby, is accounted to 
him of debt, even the thing which his own action (as 
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left alone unto himself therein). hath brought upon him, 
and entitled him unto. 

"Secondly, without such a power of free will, man's 
first estate could not have been mutable, at least could 
never have changed into corruption j for if it had been 
nece&&ary to him to have stood, he could not have fallen; 
and if it had been necessary to'him to fall, God had 
thereby made himself the author of sin, . which could 
not be. 

er That which Adam was forbidden, was not simply 
to forbear the use of his free will, but the evil and un­
lawful use of it, as (through an unwise discerning, and 
erroneous judging between the present temporary good 
which he saw, and the future durable excellency of the 
things unseen and but in hope) there did spring up an 
inordinate coveting and desire in him after the retaining 
of the first, to the despising and rejecting of the second." 

What is the meaning of this rich vein of spiritual 
argument and subtlety, divested of the thin veil of 
theological phrase which is flung around it, if it be not 
only another form of those purest aspirations which 
should be the glory of our nature, teaching us that there 
is a something within us that was designed for nobler 
purposes and achievements than have fallen to it in this 
world, and that, having for a time forfeited these bless­
ings, still the liberty of free will and independent action 
remain8, which, wisely directed, and regulated by the 
higher uses and refinements even of our imperfect in., 
tellect, will in the end bring Christ.himself upon the 
earth, by raising the minds and thoughts of men up to 
within the level of his own. The reign of the saints 
Vane looked for was the perfection of the intellect of 
man. The de emendatione intellectl18 of Bacon might 
have been construed by Clarendon into another reign of 
saints of a similar description. For this great purpose ; 
with an ever present view to that possible reign of 
wisdom upon earth; keeping constantly before him the 
sense, that in the mission of Christ had been fulfilled 
the gracious purpose of the Creator, of ofl'erin~ to man 
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the redemption of his former shortsightedness and error, 
- Sir Henry. Vane passed his life in one unending strife 
with what he believed to be the temporal and the spi­
ritual enemy of man-in the one case, to prevent the 
subjection of hia PQwers to that tyranny of bad govern­
ment which must deprave his will; and in the other, to 
unloose his conscience from those secular chains which 
must take from him eventually the liberty of thought 
and action by which only his spirit could IIl!pire. Thia,. 
I believe, to have been Vane's great theory - these the 
thoughts, which, carried out into all their various and 
richest forms by the beauty and power of his genius, 
filled and stirred his mind when he spoke of the coming 
of Christ upon the earth, and hia reign here in goodness 
and in glory. 

In the night before his death he prayed in his prison 
with his children, and this was a portion of his prayer: 

" The day approaches in which thou wilt decide this 
controversy, not by might nor by power, but by the 
spirit of the living God. The spirit will make its own 
way, ;lnd run through the whole earth. Then shall it 
be said, Where is the fury of the oppreilsor? Who ~s he 
that dares or can stand before the spirit of the Lord, in 
the mouth of his witnesses? Arise, 0 Lord, and let 
thine enemies be scattered. Thy poor servant knows 
not how he shall be carried forth by thee this day, but, 
blessed be thy great name, that he hath whereof to 
speak in this great cause. When I shall be gathered to 
thee this day, thell come thou in the ministry of thy 
holy angels that excel in strength. We have seen 
enough of this world, and thou seest, we have enough 
of it. Let these my friends, that are round about me, 
commit me to the Lord, and let them· be gathered into 
the family of Abraham the father of the faithful, and 
become faithful witnesses of those principles and truths 
that have been discovered to them, that it may be 
known, that a poor weak prophet hath been amongst 
them, not by the words of his mouth only, but by the 
voice of his blood and death, which will speak when he 
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is gone." Here is the same lofty spirit, the same hope 
of the tranquil elevation of intellect in the world, above 
the old influences of might and power. . . 

When his friends were weeping around him on the 
morning of his execution, he bade them have faith and 
pstience, for that the realisation of all the Creator's pro­
mises held out for fulfilment in the world would surely 
come, when a sufficient number of the spirits of the just" 
should have ascended into heaven. " Weep not," he said, 
-" I have not the .least reluctancy or struggling in my 
spirit against death. I desire not to live; but my will 
is resigned up to God in all. Whg are gou troubled. f 
I am not. You have need of faith and patience to 
follow the Lord's call. This ougl)t chiefly to be in our 
eye, the bringing glory to our heavenly Father. Surely 
God hath a glorious design to carry on in the world, 
even the houilding up of David's throne to all gene­
rations. For he is completing all his precious stones, 
making them heaven-proof, and then laying them 
together in the heaveIily mansions, with the spirits 
of the just, till it be a complete city. When the top 
stone thereof is laid, then will he come in all his glory." 
What is the ground-work of this noble idea, but that 
which I have described to be his pervading pbilosophi­
cal sense of the Messiah's advent, the gradual perfec­
tion of the moral and intellectual powers of mankind? 

On the scaffold itself, these were among the latest 
words of his prayer: - - "Let thy servant speak 
something on the behalf of the nation. wherein he hath 
lived. Lord, did we not exceed other nations in our 

• Immediately before be prayed be bad addressed tbe people, and ex. 
preaed to the I8me ef!l!ct, but bv a Itronger paraphraoe, thl. impression of 
the advent of a better day: _" i shall not desire in this place to take up 
much time, but only at my last words, leave this with you: • That as the 
P ........ t storm we now lie under, and the dark clouds that yet hanl! over 
the reformed churcbes of Christ, which are coming thicker and thicker 
for a 1eILIOD, were not untbreteen by me fbr many yean passed, 88 some 
Writ ..... of mine declare; 10 the coming of Christ ill these clouds, In order 
to a apeedy and sudden revival of hi. caUle, and spreading hi. kingdom 
over the face of the whole earth, i. most clear to the eye of my faith, 
even that faith in which I die, whereby the kingdoms of tbi. world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of hi. Christ. Amen. Even 80, 
comet Lord JesUI." 
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day? Great things have been done by thee in the 
midst of us. Oh, that thou wouldst look down in 
pity and compaBBion, and pardon the s!ns of this 
whole nation, and lay them not to their charge; show 
them what is thy good and acceptable will, ~d bring 
them into subjection thereunto. We humbly pray 
thee, 0 Lord, look down with compaBBion upon this 
great and populous city, cleanse away the impurity, 
sinfulness, and defilements thereof; cause their souls to 
delight in thy word, that they may live. Let a spirit 
of reformation and purity spring up in and amongst 
them with power; make them willing to lay down all 
that is dear to them for thee, that thou mayst give 
them a crown of life; that they may always desire and 
choose ~ction, and to be exposed to the worst condition 
and hardest circumstances that can be brought upon 
them in this world, rather than sin against him that 
hath loved them and bought them with a price, that 
they might live to him in their bodies and in their 
spirits." Again, in these memorable and most touching 
words, the paBBionate yearning for that perfecting of his 
beloved country, by the "spirit of reformation and 
purity," surmounts every other emotion. 

With such aids as these, and considering the subject, 
so far as we may feel it practicable, in a congenial 
spirit, we do not find much difficulty in comprehending 
even Vane's theology! And this is what Baxter ridi­
cules - - Hume finds "absolutely unintelligible" and 

• The terma or Baxter'. ridicule are worth giving. The closing passage 
may perhaps divest it of ita sting! "His unhappiness lay in this, that his 
doctrine. were 80 clOUdily formed and expressed, tbat few could under­
stand them, and therefore he had few true disciples. The lord Brook wu 
slain berore he had brought him to maturity. . Mr. Sterry ia thought to be of 
his mind, as he was hia intimate; bllt he hath not opened himself in writ_ 
ing; and was so faOl'llUS for obscurity in preaching (being, said sir Denj. 
Budyard. too high for thl. world. and too low for tbe other,) that be 
thereby proved almost barren a180, and vanity and sterility were never 
more happily conjoined. Mr. Sprig i. the cbiet of bl. more open diaciples 
(too welf known by a book of hi •• ermons). This obscurity by some was 
imputed to his not understanding himself; but by others to design, because 
he could speak plainly when he liated: the two courses in wbicb be bad 
most ""ceess and Ipake most plainly were, his earnest :plea for universal 
liberty of conscience. and against the magiatrate'. intermeddling with ...,. 
liglon. and hi, teacllinf '"' follower. to revile the miJlistrg, calling them 
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" exhibiting no traces of eloquence or common sense" • 
- Anthony Wood foams in the mouth at, when he even 
mentions t-bishop Burnet professes an utter bewilder­
ment about t - Clarendon, in various passages, studiously 
endeavours to misrepresent or laugh at § - and all 

ordinarily black coati, priesll, and other names .. hich then lavoured of 
"'JIlOUh; and tbOle sentlemen that adhered to the ministry, tlleJi .aill 
....... print_ridden. ~-lLife, p.75.1 'lbe" earnest plea for unlvenal Tiberty 
of conscience" I rearet to lay I bave not seen. No doubt It .. aa one of 
the noblest of bi. works. 

• This i. Hume'. deliberately recorded opinion. .. Thi. man, 10 cele­
brated for bis parliamentary talenll, and for biB cafocity in bUllneu, h .. 
left somo writings bebind bim. Tbey treat, al of tbem, of religiou. 
lubjecll, and are absolutely unintelligible. No t ..... of eloquence or even 
of commoD sense appear in them. 0, 

t A sbort opecImen will lerve: -" In IUm, he waa tbe Proteul of the 
times, a mere botcb_potcb of religion, cbief ringleader of all tbe frantic 
sectariano, of a tulbulent &pirit and .. orklng brain, of a strong composition 
of choler and melancboly, an inventor not only of wblmoey. in reUgion, 
but also of crotcbets In the .tate (al bll leVerai modet. testify), and com. 
posed only of treason, inlrAtitude, and baaen....... Alb. Ox. ib. 580. 

t Ht. word. are:-" For though he let up a form of religion in a .. ay 
of hi. own, yet it conslated ratber in a withdrawing from all otber form., 
than in any new or particular opinions or forma; from which he and hi, 
party were called Seeken, and seemed to wait for lOme new and clearer 
manifestations. In these meetings be preacbed and prayed often himoelf, 
but with..-o pecu\lar a darkness, tbat, ttiougb I bave lometlmes taken pains 

, to lee if 1 could ftnd out bil meaning in bis work., yet I could never reacb 
it. And lince many otbers bave said the lame, it may be reaaonable to 
believe that be bid somewhat tbat .... a necellary key to the reat. Hi. 
friendo told me, be leaned to Origen', notion of an universal salvation of 
all, both of devil, and the damned, and to the doctrine of pre-existence. " 
-\Hlst. of bl.o .. n Time, fol 1724. i. 164.) 

I .. Vane waa a man not to be described by any character of religion ; in 
wtilch he had swallowed some of the fancies and extravagan ... of every 
sect or faction; and waa become (which cannot be expreoaed by any other 
language than w .. peculiar to that time) a mmaabmleordinmu:el, unlimited 
and unrestrained by any rules or bounM prescribed to other men, by reason 
of hi. perfection. He waa a perfect enthusiaat; and, .. ithout doubt, did 
believe bimaelf in.plred; w61ch 10 far corrupted b,. reason and under. 
standing (whicb In all matlerl .. ithout tbe verge of rellgion, waa Inferior 
to that of few men,) that he did at some time believe, lie UItU the fit"';'" (I) 
deputed to rejgD over the sainll upon earth, for a tbouaand yean." (Hist. 
ofllebellion, rio 373.) I need not quote, aI I migbt, IIfty .imilar p&o8ages 
from bi. blstory : - fn cbarlty it Is nght to add, that In private intercourse 
with his friend&, e.en Clarendon could moderate IOmething of the inveterate 
hoatillty, with which, to the lcaftbld, he punued Vane. In lOme remark. 
on .. Cressy's ana_r to Stllllngfteet," (reported in the Biog. Brit.) he thus 
.peak .. with halfcandour, of one of hi. religious booko :-" Wblcb when 
r bad read, and found nothing of hil usual clearness, and ratiocination in 
bls diacouroe, i. which lie wed muell to ezed the belt qf tile ctmI1'!"'1I he kept 
and tbat the style thereof waa very much like tbat of Sancta iSop/Iia; and 
that in acrowd of very ... y warda, the lense waa too hard to lind out: I 
wu of opinion that the .ubject-matter of it waa of ao delicate a nature, 
that U r<!l'"red tJROtMr "fnd qf prtl!I!rati<m qf mind, and It may be anotber 
kind of diet, tban men are ordmanly .upClJed .. Ith." 'ibis is more true 
than the writer intended, as applied to I1 •• n .. preparation or mind," 
and that: grOlI " diet .. wbich withheld the pampered cbancellor from Iym­
pathy ,.,Itb iuch a &pirlt aa that oldr Harry Vane. 
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modem writers, with one single exception -, have 
'either studiously evaded, or spoken of with ingenuous 
pity or a wholesale contempt. The candid critic in the 
Spectator, who" had read Aristotle, and found him not 
such a fool as he thought him," showed greater ability 
and much more honesty than these ~itics of sir Henry 
Vane. 

But this'subject cannot be brought too distinctly be­
fore the reader, in an endeavour to do tardy justice to 
the memory of one of the greatest men of our history. 
He will bear enquiry best into the matters for which he 
has been the most vehemently assailed. 

The peculiar action of the will in Vane's argument 
upon the fall of man, receives illustration from another 
passsge in his writings upon the relation of the will 
to all that is noblest in . man's soul. "The will only 
is truly man's own, and the considerable part of the 
reasonable soul. On it depend the issues of good or 
evil, life or death. All the rest of a man, his under_ 
standing, memory, imagination, may be taken from 
him, altered, troubled by a thousand accidents. But 
the will is so much in our own power that it cannot 
be taken away, though its action may be 'hindered. 
'T is our own till we knowingly and freely give it 
away, which may be. And he that hath once ab­
solutely given up his will to another, is no more his 
own man. He hath left himself nothing of his own. 
, T is by the will we, are good or en, nappy or un­
happy." 
. His enthusiasm was indeed highly and passionately 

wrought on many incidental points of faith, but the 
character of his mind in all the practical applications of 
those exalted views, was infinitely sober, subtle, well 
regulated, and exact. No worldly failures in his own 
case had the power of disheartening the great reliance 
with which" to the mark ,J he still pressed forward. 

• In an early number or the \Vestmin5ter Review a very able notice a~ 
peared under the title of U Vane and Buuyan," which was written in the 
best spirit. 
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"The goodness of any cause is not merely to be judged 
by the events, whether visibly proRperous or unpros­
perous, but by the righteousness of its principles; nor 
is our fsith and patience to fsi! under the many fears, 
doubts, wants, troublell, and power of adversaries, in 
the passage to the recovery of oUr long-lost freedom. 
For it is the same cause with that of the Israelites of 
old, of which we ought not to be ashamed or distrustful." 

And in another most wise and tender passage of phi­
losophy he speaks thus: -

c< Evils themselves, through the wise over-ruling pro­
vidence of God, have good fruits and effects. The world 
would be extinguished and perish, if it were not changed, 
shaken, and discomposed, by a variety and interchange­
able course of things, wisely ordered by God, the best 
physician. This ought to sat.j.sfy every honest and rea­
sonable mind, and make it joyfully submit to the worst 
of changes, how strange and wonderful soever they may 
seem, since they are the works of God and nature, and 
that which is a loss in one respect is a gain in another. 

" Let not a wise man disdain or ill resent any thing 
that shall happen to him. Let him know those things 
that seem hurtful to him in particular, pertain to the 
preservation of the whole universe, and are of the nature 
of those things, that finish and fill up the course and 
office of this world." 

Of his views in regard to the necessity of that pre­
paration of man for hill better and wiser state, which 
has already been explained in a former passage to 
imply in its results that divine advent which his ima­
gination took such fervent delight in. the following most 
striking passage from the Retired Man's Meditations, 
will afford a further illustration and example: -

ct But there is a du~y of the day, a generation­
work, respecting the time and circumstances of ac­
tion, in which the lot of our life is cast, which calls 
upon us to use all lawful and righteous means that are 
afforded by the good hand of God, throu~h the inward 
light and knowledge he vouchsafes, and outward pro-
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yidences and helps which he casta in, whereby to midre 
way for, and to be hasting unto the coming of that day 
of God, wherein the old heavens and earth shall be 
rolled away as garmenta, yea, with the works that are 
therein, be burnt up, and the new heavens and the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteouaness shall be brought 
forth in their room. 

" Our part is the same therefore in this, a8 in the 
practice or other righteous duties appertaining to us, 
the perfection whereof we cannot expect until the re­
demption of the body; and yet we are to be using all 
lawful means and endeavours, to come as near the 
primitive pattern and rule as we can, in our whole 
practice throughout. 

" So that when once we have well considered what 
rule Christ himself, if he were on earth, would exercise 
over men, in protecting those that do well, and being a 
terror to evil works, as also in distributing righteouaness 
equally and impartially unto all, upon the grounds of 
right and just (which everyone, in the measure of light 
they have attained, are acquainted with, and do ac­
knowledge for the rule which they are willing to be 
concluded under, as to aU their outward concerns) we 
ought in the way of Christ, and in the use of aU lawful 
means, to be as near this in our practice as possible we 
may, in the rule over men, which we shall be either as 
principals or accessories in setting up, holding ourselves 
obliged in heartiness and freedom of mind, to maintain." 

In a previous memoir in this series I spoke of the . 
extraordinary influence which the translation of the Bible 
had exerted in the world. To Vane it was, indeed, 
what Plato's "original type" may have been to the 
enfeebled and restless man of civilisation, who wished, 
by such a comparison, to ascertain his precise position 
in the moral or intellectual scale. What he knew of its 
own, original language- gave additional strength to his 

... Hebrew worda were fitted to the thing. they signified; there was a 
certain connection between things and words. All other wOrds, as they 
come less or more near to the Hebrew, do more 01" less significantly repre .. 
• ent the things meaDt by them. The more any language recedes from the 
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pusion for its study, and in the leisure he could abstract 
from public afFairs it was seldom out of his handa. - It 
is no matter of surprise that such a mind as his should 
wander occasionally out of the rich treasures of thought, 
fancy, imagination, and feeling, disclosed in that favourite 
study ilj. their highest and most passionate forms..Jnto 
fancies and speculations of its own on the various won_ 
ders of those primeval days, when inspired teachers 

Hebrew. the more It II confounded by human change. and additions. the 
DIOIe obscure and dilflcult me.no ..... the words thereof for conveylnll the 
knowledge of thing. to.... Homer and other Greek poets and philo. 
OO!'bero set themselves therefore· to otymolotdcal learning, by reducing the 
pnmitive word. In other langu.ges to their Hebrew roota, and then the de. 
rivative to thOle prinCiples. Thia they laboured In ... the most notable 
means conducible to the knowledge of thin... Then CbryslppuI, Demetri .... 
and abundance of othen, wrote boo... of etymology. Then the Lati ... 
receiving learning .. well .. the empire from the Gree .... ateer the lame 
coune, in order to etymologic.1 dilClpline," the choicest means to lead 
men into the knowledge of thlnga. Calo, V.rm. and other ancient .nd 
falllOUl Lati .... wrote many ,,"olumes to tnis purpoae. Of later times. OIl 
the aame account, did Jullul ea.r, Scaliger. comllOle a bundred and ten 
boob de or/gi"ibtu. Then Jooeph Scallger. Ion of Juli .... Li...l"'iul. Ca. 
lIubon, and many othen lleered the .ame coune." Silte,', 7llo11K"" ~ ,_. 

• SItes thUi deacribeo one of Vane'. domestic practices: -" The Ulual 
proetice of tbls lulll!rer W.I to spend an hour or two every evening with 
hia family. or any other that were providentially there. and .a much 
both morning and evening on the i1nt day. He w.. of tbat truly 
bounteous, princely, communicative spirit, noted in the Spouse. Rich In 
,.... worb. ready to dlJtrlbute. willing to communicate, to make maai. 
fest the favour of the knOWlle of Christ, that himself had deep and 
luRe n:perience of. In every ace. HII @ravity, purity, and ch .. t .. 
_ of Iplrit were very e"em ary, H'e held out in the midit of all the 
late apootaclea and changes. He w .. stedra.t and Immovable, alway" 
aboundingla tbe work of the Lord, and hil labour w .. not in vain, .. be 
well toew. So _iduoul ... he in continual searching of the ICrlptu_. 
waltiag upon the Lold in faith and prayer. for more full diocoveriea of bll 
mind therein.tbat It w .. said of him, put him where you will, If be may 
ba .. but a Biblet be II well .nough ; .. JanleD (of whom the Janaeniata In' 
Franoe) reckoned hlmoelf with Austin." In a subsequent paoaage Sikes fur. 
ther iIIullratetl the beautiful toleration of Vane, In d...,riblag hll vi.w. of the 
illltitution of the oabbath. They who 80 bUllly trouble th.lDlel .... in legi .. 
\atin, fur .. bitter observance" of tNJt day, aDd would bestow upoo, ma ... 
kind no portion of their care on anr other, may read the paoaage with 
.-ad .. antage: -" He accounted the Jew .. h sabbath ceremonioUi and 
trtDpora'1,.ndlng upon tbe coming of the Son of Man. wbo w .. Lold of 
the aabham day,' And If be bad thought tbat wblch II commonly oboe"ed 
in the room thereof. to be rather a magiltratica1ln.titutlon among Chriltiana 
in hnltatlon of the Jewiob. than tbat wbleb bath any clear a~polntmenl 
in tile 'DOpe!, tbe Apootle would DOt haYe him Judged for it. One man,' 
lip he •• esteema one day above anotber; another .. teemeth· every day 
aIIIte. Let •• ery man be fully persuaded In hll own mind. He that reo 
prdeth a day. repldeth It uithe Lord, and he that regardeth not tbe 
day to the Lord, he doth not r rd It.' Thia I can say, be uaually took the 
~unity of .pelidlng more t me in exorc'" and prayer In bll family. or 
other Christian meetinga on that day, than on any other. And wiU any 
Yet .. y he w .... abbath breater 1 If Ibey do, .ee .bat company we may 
and for1llm under thaI lmputalion," 

VOL. IV. G 
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walked upon the earth, and angela are recorded to haTe 
I&t down with men. 

Even in luch SpeculatiOlll observe still the pervading 
sense of what has been BO variously exhibited in pas­
nges already given. He speaks of the creation, the na­
ture. and the ministry of angels:-

" These in their creation are described by the ligbt 
which God made on the first day, Gen. i. 8, 4., when I 

he said, ' Let there be light, and there was light; and 
God saw the light, that it was good ~' approving this 
first work of his hands in the beginning of that day: , 
and God, by his dividing the light from tlIe darkness. 
signified the heavenliness of their frame and constitution, 
as they stand exalted and separate in their beings from 
all sensual life, in the form of invisible spirits, whereof 
the material heavens in their creation are the lint 
shadow; which are called, Prov. Till. 26., 'the highest 
part of the dust of the world;' as David also, (giving 
account of both their Cl'e&tions together) Psalm civ. 
2-4., saith, 'Who coverest thyself with light 88 

with a garment; who stretch est out the heavens like a 
eurtain: who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters: who maketh the clouds his chariots: who walketh 
upon the wings of the wind: who maketh his angels 
spirits, and his ministers a flaming fire:' in which 
posture and preparation, the Psalmist describes the word 
as he proceeds to the rest of the creation, vers.5, 6, &c. 
intimating, tbat as man in his bodily state was made 
dust of the ground, BO the angela were made a flame of 
fire, in their natural constitution." 

He follows this up in a passage of rapt poetical fer­
vour that would have been worthy of Milton: -

" As thus they are this heavenly building, they are 
the first heavens, the tabernacle and clouds of heaven, 
or the air, for the day-bresk and glorious BUD of God's ~ 
first appearance, to run his race and finish his course in; i 

whereby to enlighten the ends of the earth, and all I 
dUngs under heaven. These BOns of thiB moruing are I 
the firat light-bearers to the inhabitants of the first I 
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world, and therein are covering cherubs unto the Son in 
his own proper glory; and that they may be enabled to 
bear light, or the similitude of Christ in his first ap­
pearance, unto others, they are first the receivers of 
that light in themselves, in a spirituality of being and 
form, fitted and suited thereunto, which accommodates 
them with the exercise of senses merely spiritUal and 
inward, exceeding high, intuitive, and comprehensive: 
a manner of life, shadowing out the divine life in the 
name of the Father, whose voice is not heard at any 
time, nor shape seen, but is like a consuming fire, to 
burn up and slay whatever natural organ is conversant 
about it, or stands before the beams and rays of its most 
pure and invisible glory." . 

And into the exercise of even such senses, rr spiritual 
and inward, high, intuitive, and comprehensive," it was 
the ardent hope of this great lover of his fellow-men to 
see even them one day conducted by the exercise of a 
purity of intellect and righteousness of will. Such also was 
the faith of Milton, expressed in later years, when of ml'n 
and angels the rr winged hierarch" spoke to Adam, as-

'1 More refined, more 'pirituoUl and pure, 
A. near .... to Him placed; or ".,._ tending, 
ElIch in their leVeraJ active spheres auign'c1, 
Til11Jod1l up to .pit-it work, In bounds 
ProportIoned In each kind. So from the root 
Sprmgs lighter the green stalk, from thence the leav .. 
More airy, Jut the bright consummate flower 
Spirit. odorous breath .. : 80w'r8 and their fruit, 
Man', nourishment, by (ll'adual scale sublimed, 
To "ital apirila aspire, to animal, 
To illlelleclw4l; give botb life alld IOnae, 
F .. ncv and understanding: whence the soul 
HeaaOn receives, and reaaon is ber being, 
Discursive, or intuitive; dilcoune 
II oftelt youn, the latter mIMt I. oun, 
Dilfering but In degree, of kind the lame. 
Wonder not tben, what God for you saw good 
If 1 refule not, but convert, as you, 
To proper lubltance: time mall come, wheol Me. 
Wi'. 11.16.""'11 T"!'"'it:/ptJte, -JINl 
No ~diet,.or too Ilf.iltfart; ••• 
To whom the potrlarch of mankind replled._ 
o fa"ourable spirit I propltJOUl SUett I 
Well hut thou taught the way that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the tcale of nature let 
From centre In circumference, wbereon 
In contemplation of created thingo 
B.l! .......... aICeIId to God." 

G ! 
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, These illustrations of the religious writings and spe_ 
culations of Vane shall here be closed, for the present, 
with some extracts that bring us immediately back to 
the consideration of the subject which first led to their 
introduction. All Vane's enthusiasm, all hil faith, only 
rendered him unboundedly tolerant of creeds the most 
opposed to his own.. In the "Retired Man'l Medi­
tations," one of the most rigidly theological of his works, 
the direct assertion of perfect liberty of conscience il 
a pervading doctrine throughout; and he thus, in the 
chapter on magistracy, defines what the authority of a 
civil magistrate should be restricted to, as opposed to the 
exclusive and intolerant policy of the presbyterians. 

" When the Scripture saith that the rule of magis­
tracy is over men, we are to understand by tbis term, 
the proper sphere, bounds, and limits, of that office, 
which is not to intrude itself into the office and proper 
concerns of Christ's inward government and rule, in the 
conscience, but is to content itself with the outward 
man, and to intermeddle with the concerns thereof in 
reference to the converse which man ought to have with 
man, upon the grounds of natural justice and right, 
in things appertaining to this life. 

" Magistracy, then, is the rule, which God hath or­
dained to be exercised over the outward man, by man 
himself qualified thereunto, to act in righteousness and 
in the fear of the Lord, in discharge of this his high 
and great trust j and so is an office merely respecting 
rule and government over men in their outward con­
cerns, which is capable to be rightly used or not, ac­
cording as the persons intrusted therewith, are qualified 
and do exercise the same, the office of itself being good, 

• .. A man may be orthodox and BOUnd In hi. Judsment, as to the priD­
e1p1e1 of religion, and yet wantiDg lincere' loye to Christ and hil peGple, 
may faUshort of heaven; and on the contTary, another Chri.tlan may err 
and mistake In many pointa, and yet harinl .incere Ion to the truths of 
Christ, aeeordlnl to that measure of (llh&,. which God hath vouch .. red 
unto him, be may be .. "ed. Who art thou that judgest another JUD'. 
aerYant? to hil OWIl master be IIIIIldetb or faUeth." Thi. was ever biI 
di'flne principle. 
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and the end for which'it is set up, being aeeording to 
God's ordinance and institution, for the ministering of 
puuialunent to them that do ill, and encouragement and 
protection to them that do well. 

" And men may lawfully arrive and attain unto this 
office and dignity, either in an ordinary way, through 
the endeavours and free choice of men j or extraordi­
narily, by the immediate can of God himself to the 
exercise thereof, making those thit are to obey,·r will­
ingly anbject in that day of his power.' 

"For the office itself, it is (as we have showed) in 
God's institution, a rule that is set up over the outward 
man, in righteouaneBB and i~ the fear of the Lord, 
obliging the persons intrusted with this power, to put 
forth righteouBDeBB in all their actings that appertain to 
their public charge." 

He afterwarda, in pursuing the subject, reverts to his 
old faith of the necessity of " working up to God," by 
constant changes, and improvements, and efforts to bring 
the institution to purity and perfection. 

"And as in this, the principle of natural justice 
and right, in their highest improvement, are to be their 
rule, so the fear of the Lord should oblige them in an 
humble dependency upon him, and trembling posture 
of mind before him, to be watchful, in not suffering 
any thing to be done by them that may carry in it 
hinderance or opposition to the breaking in of higher 
discoveries upon them, as to the very exercise of the 
magistratical office, in the purity and perfection, wh~in 
it is promised to be brought forth in the last days. by 
Christ himself; unto which they should always h\ive 
willing and ready minds to make way and to submit, 
- so that, considered such as God requires it to be, it is 
man'. ruling over men in righteoUBDeBB, and in the true 
lear of the Lord. 

" And this, Christ, in his own person, as the Son of 
Man, is perfectly qualified to do, whose right also it is, 
having all power in heaven and in earth put into his 

as 
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hands. And his saints, when fitted by him to sit upon 
the throne of the same glory with him, shaIllikewi&e be 

. found prepared to bring forth even magistracy itself in 
its right exercise, exactly answering the end for which 
it was set up by God." 

Where this aim is not followed, he shows the neces­
'sary tendency to corn"tption, inherent in the offices of 
magistracy; and, as witlr a prophecy of some of the 
magistrates in these latter times, ends it thus:­
« We have already considered magistracy as in its 
corrupted, degenerated use: it is in a manner the throne 
and seat of the beast, serving to promote and advance 
the great design and interest of the devil in the world; 
whereby it doth become part of his kingdom and hath 
its place and use in the government that anti-christ keeps 
up, to the oppressing and keeping under the dear saints 
and holy ones of the true and living God." 

The last extract, from the same chapter of the Re­
tired Man's Meditations. presents a view of the grand 
object of his whole political life, in direct association 
with his religious creed. At the period when this was 
written Cromwell held the government. 

" For, if once the Lord be pleased so far to enlighten 
the minds of men, in these nations, governors, and 
people, as to show them the good of magistracy, as it is 
in its primitive institution, and is held forth in promise 
to be restored in the last days, it will then be their de­
sire and delight to inquire and consider, in' a way of 
free debate and common consent, on behalf of the good 
people of these nations (who in all these great trials have 
stood faithful and unshaken as to the known cause they 
have been engaged in), how the rule over them may be 
brought nearest to its first institution and original pat­
tern, in tbe exercise and practice thereof amongst them 
(founded, as we have seen, upon the principles of natura! 
right and just, and so exclusive to all private interest 
and personal concern of any singulars that shall be found 
to stand in competition with, or preference to, the good 
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of the whole), and how that which is the ordinance and 
institution of God, may become also the ordinance and 
lltatule of man, established in a free and natural way of 
common consent, to the reuniting of all good men as one 
man, in a happy ·union of their spirits, prayeI'll, and 
COUDSels, to resist all common danger and opposition, 
which by devils or men may be raised against them." 
" A wide gulf, then, it has been seen, separated Vane 
from the presbyterian party, on many of the most 
important questions of civil policy. But on the side 
of toleration with him, stood also Cromwell, Marten. 
and St • .fohn, such men as Whitelocke and Selden, 
and indeed the majority of the lawyers, who held with 
the Erastian doctrines. Milton, too, lent to that great 
canse, the astonishing force of his genius; and in fur­
therance of its virtuous objects of freedom of speech 
and of the press, which were held to be the safest gua­
rantees for a perfect freedom of conscience, published at 
this period his immortal" Areopagitica," and there 
anticipated, in words of fire, the defeat of the sect of 
presbyterians: - " Methinks I see in my mind a noble 
and puissant nation rousing herself, like a strong man 
after sleep, and shaking her invincible locks. Methinka 
I see her, as an eagle, mewing her mighty youth, and 
kindling her undazzled eyes at the full midday beam ; -
purging and Wl8C&ling her long-abused sight at the 
fountain itself of heavenly radiance: while the whole 
noise of timorous and flocking birds, with those also that 
love the twilight, flutter ahout, amazed at what she 
means, and in their envious gabble would prognosticate 
a year of sectB and schisms." 

Lastly, with these great leaders were associated the 
Ilect of the independents. These men had arrived, by 
somewhat different means, at the same result on the 
question of liberty of conscience. Their religious zeal 
was intensely fervid, but they disapproved equally the 
presbyterian and episcopal systems. They held, that a 
church WBI a body of Christians assembled in one place, 

Q 4 
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appropriated for their worship, and that every such body 
was complete in itself; that they had a right to draw.p 
the rules by which they thmaght proper to be regulated, 
and that no man not a member of their assembly, and 
no body of men, was entitled to interfere with their 
proceedings. Demanding toleration on these grounda, 
they felt that they were equally bound to concede and 
assert it for others; and they preferred to see a umber 
of churches with different aenUments and institutes, 
within the lI&JIle political community, to the idea of re­
medying the evil, and exterminating error, by means of 
exclusive regulations, and the menaces and severities of 
punishment.- To this illustrio\18 seet belonged nearly 
the. whole of the army of Manchester. 

Such was "the force arrayed against the presbyterians; 
a force whose llWIlerical weakness in the h01l!le of 
commons, and the assembly of divinest. was counter_ 
balanced by its growing influence among the common 
people, and in the army, and by the superior reason and 
power of its leaders. The great and manifold struggles 
which ensued, are not, therefore, to be considered, what 
the historians have been fond of naming them, struggles 
between two sects. The" independents," as the general 
body opposed to the presbyterians snffered themselves 
for party convenience to be called, were, it is seen, 
many:j:,-bound in union by a common love of liberty 

.. Apologetlca' Narration or the IndependentL Godwin,l. 337. 
t But as in tbe houle of commons, I() in thia aasembly, the .. indepeDC!­

ent" member. were by tar the mnflt able. Two of the most considerable 
eCtheir aclvenariel ha"" giYenlketcb .. llfthem, which will be thought.1I­
thentle. Clarendon MY', "The independents were more learned and ra­
tional than the preobyteriana; and, thougb the, bacl not so great ....... 
gregationa of the commOD people, yet the)' inf.ected and were followN by. 
the moot substantial and wealthy citi.en .... well al by other. of better COII­
dition." And Baillie, ene of the dOJ>uties from Scotland •• ent to w.teII 
over the interests of presbyterianiam 10 the a&lembl)" relateo of them, that 
.. truly they speak much, and exceedingly weIt.. And .. I_here, .. tnIIf, 
if the cause were good. the men ba.e plenty of Iearnilllf, wit, eloquence, 
and, above all. boldness and stiffbess. to make it out. It * Among them Mr. ("rOd"in jll.t1)' counta Erutianl; anabaptllta ; m~ 
narians; ftt}h monarchy men; individuals who even in these times did DOt 
IIorrow their creed fI'om the country in which they were born, but thoqilt 
like citizena or the uni.ene; and Beets, tile very names of wbiclt b •• e 
perlobed; all embarked in the aacred Clause againat preabyteriilll uaurpalile. 
and a compUlaory unitormity of relicioul wonhip and belief: 
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of speech and of religion. The presbyterians, on the 
other hand, were one-devoted singly and solely to half 
n'e88UrrrX rxf gorrrrx'rrmenxrrrnd to nrrtirely rrrm~ 
pulsory measures of religirrus inrrrrlerance. For, in the 
questionsi of religion, at this period, we never fail to 

comprised most rrrirrabler the danprrrrrns, 
,rlaximrr civil prrvemmrrnt. houn'r lordrr tmd 
almost all the men of great wealth oli the side of the 

or rlprrnly, frrrrr'rured thrr prerbprrr'-
the rrrrty rearfr" that opinitns in ehxlrch 

government" were most favourable to their own limited 
political views. They were tired of the warr and anxious' 
fer a cnmrrromirrr, Thr:h nlso shrrr'rrd, Otr eariour rrXra.. 
sions, an alarm lest the king should be brought too low. 
"They did not desire an entire victory. What they 
wished was accommodatirrrr betwra'n the rrrrwn 
and the aristocracy, in which each of them might rnrnre 
certain favourite objects, and be enabled to dictate to 
the natlC?tE ~" 

Such was thn rrrete of tPe cInrr of the hr'ar 
1644, when the reverses, still continued, of the English 
prrrliamentary aDrS tne thre of 
the covtnerrt,· Irtessed the learierr of 
the minority in the house of commons. called up 
Cromwdl from the armh r end with many sihr:ificant ex­
r:""""inrr', r, a pk:e for terrdrre conrrdences," r'lrs nrrrrr'rrr"tf 
at the same time to the house of lords, the house of com­
mons, and the assembly of divines; enforced in the 
e<rmmong, with pozrrg,c, by riene, Ctrrm­
well, and Saint John: in the house oflords, lod fay; 
an~ in the asse~bly, by the leading ministers of the 
rrrrlepenhlnts. 'rEns an ereck the 
fresbykntlnns, were driven, ronsepnt'itce, trr rrrrn-
rent to a sort of compromise, and to establish a " directory 
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pubhz; whkli Teft to will the 
capacity of the minister who practised under it. 

Charles seems to have been much struck at this time 
??Yith thE' E'apacitE' z;nd z;t;nz;er exhihited Vane, ;md 
entered into ~v~rtures ~f negotiation ~ xnd 
Saint John. They humoured them only that they might 

bettt,;, acq;;z;i;;t themttz;lves the king's eeE'ct 
t'esign, t',,;mg mea;;nhile, commeklicate Z;klE'ry 
thing that passed, to the speaker, to a committee of t)1e 

~~::: c:;;~:~::;z;:;~~~:~Li~;~ee;t;~t;educt ZZ;5f;~~d ,!;he: 
from suspieioR. But Essex, not knowing this, and get-

SOme hint the7t;;;tter, bid a ;;gainst 
w,hese t??Y;;;;8 tr;;lt;:;rs to ca;;;;;;, befor;; tlie hot;;;;;; of 
lords. They were, of course, most honourably acquitted.­
Ess:ex himself, at the Bame time; was thanked for bis 
;;;;g11ant;;; ;;nd ZtttZZ 

The open and acknowledged treaty of Uxbridge hol­
lowed, which need not be detailed in these pages. t The 
;;;;;mes ;;ir· Va;;;; the a;;;i Olive;; liaint 
,'Fohn, we find to bmn by a tp;;;:;ial x;;t;;;, to 
the commissioners for the parliament. It is enough to 
Otow th;; temp;;z; the in ;t;;Yttring t¥s ZZtt;;,ty, 

• Journals, Jan. 17. Baillie, i. 426. Hilt o( Com. i. 360. 
. t Whitelocke, who was one of the commissioners, gives a grapbic 
ttttch 0' ,;;!t tern,;';;';;;';; re.u;;!m; of the d;!d met;;t"tt of the hostile 

~:~:!;:~8;,~::,~;:~~:~~-;~m~,~at~n~: ;!M:;:~'~~~is u,tSttI1!: UxU~;~i7ilg~,'~~d~~'"S~'L~!~ 
several quarters; those for the parliament and all thelt' retinue on the 
north side of the town, and thof\e for the king 01'\ the south Side, and no 
~ntermi~ture Of. the one party of their attendants with the other;" the ,be4 
",m oC tiJ~ Side ,')'as U,e reni3'22:vuU8 of t,l1('C'T;arliamsmf."ij, COmm'Sl:ll~mer .. 
n.tfd the '1>,"::if1 of tin: uther sld%: uC the Sf,".;,,,,,i was f,y£ tfJ(0 king'", ~:'0miJ.. 
"loners. The evening thatthe, came to town several ,,,j;J,}zA.pa86ed 
particular commissioners of either party; as sir Edward -Hyde came 
!~sit Mr. ~ol~;!i and ~r. Whitelocke~ the lord Culpepper visited ~ir ~~ry 

~1~~~:~~:~:;:;J.~~~~,£~i:~~~~:};~~:~i~&~~~!~~;if;~?:~tT~~~ 
or the parliament'. i.commissioners, visited. divers of the king'» commis-

~;;;E~:i:~:,~d ~hre:~:;;~~~:~::~~~~:;~~:;;~~,::~~f.!:;~;~~;;~~;;~t:E 
tmue; and some of the commiSSioners were forced to he two of k,t,em in a 
chamber tftgether in ficld~beds, only upon a quilt, in that cold weather, not 
coming into a bed during aU the treaty." (Jan. 29, 1644, p. l22.) 
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to show that it was impossible success could have ever 
attended it. " As to my calling those at London a par. 
liament," he wrote to the queen, during the prelimi. 
naries for the negotiation, "if there had been two, besides 
myself, of my opinion, I h",d not done it; and the 
argument that prevailed with me was, that the calling 
did nowise acknowledge them to be a parliament; upon 
which conditien and construction I did it, and no other~ 
wise: and, accordingly, it is registered in the council 
books, with the council's unanimous approbation," Again 
he writes 'on a subsequent day: "I assure thee that 
thou needest not doubt the issue of this treaty; for my 
commissioners are so well chosen (though I say it), 
tbat they will neither be threatened nor disputed from 
the grounds I have given them; which, upon my word, 
are such as we had formerly determined on." " Be. 
lieve," he once more writes to Henrietta, "that I have 
a little more wit than to place confidence in the fidelity 
of perfidious rebels." Upon the king the failure of 
that treaty rested, and on the king's head at last fell all 
the penalties of that invincible,spipt of treachery which 
nothing could cope with or subdue, so long as a vestige 
of power or even life remained to him - so long as the 
narrowest loop.hole was still left, through which he 
could yet catch a glimpse of the darling authority of 
an absolute throne. 

The opening of the campaign of 1645 was rendered 
memorable by one of the most masterly strokes of po­
licy, emanating from Vane and Cromwell, that had yet 
distinguished the statesmanship of the times, and which 
proved eventually, and that very soon, decisive of the 
rate of the war. This was the self-denying ordinance and 
the new'modeL It had been obvious for a considerable 
time to Vane and Cromwell, that Essex, Waller, and Man· 
chester himself, all evidently temporising and afraid to look 
8teadily at the result of one great and uncompromised 
victory, must be removed from their command, and the 
military system of the parliamentary forces completely 
renovated, before any thing like a perfect success could 
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be loo~ed for. Up to this time they had had sufBciem 
proof that "their victories, 10 gallantly gotten, and in 
which they had 10 eminently experienced the favour of 
Heaven, had been of no avail;" that "a summer's 
triumph had proved but a winter's story, and the game, 
however it seemed well in autumn, was to be played 
over again in the spring.". They felt not less, that if 
things went on much longer thus, these very leadet'8 
might possibly be made instruments in the hands of 
the presbyterians for the betrayal of what they held to 
be the most valuable conditions of their cause. The 
authorship of this great remedy now resolved upon, 
which should have the effect; without personal insult, 
of removing these obnoxious men, and accompanying 
with that removal, a re-organisation and reiuforcement 
of the army, is ascribed by Clarendon' to Vane. It was, 
no doubt, the result of deep and anxious deliberation 
among all the chief men of the independents. 

It was opened in the house of commons on the 9th 
of December, 1644. On that day the bouse resolved 
itself into a committee, to consider of the sad condition 
of the kingdom, in reference to the intolerable burthena 
of the war, and the little prospect there was of its being 
speedily brought to a conclusion. In this committee 
there was a general silence for a good space of time, one 
"looking upon another to see who would break the 
icet," when it was at last broken by Cromwell. "With­
out," he said, "a more speedy, vigorous, and effectual 
prosecution of the war, casting off all lingering pro­
ceedings like IOldiers of fortune beyond the sea to spin 
out the war, we shall make the kingdom weary of us, 
and hate the name of a parliament. For what do the 
enemy say? nay, what do many Bay that were" friends 
at the beginning of the parliament? Even this; that 
the members of both houses have got great places and 
commands, and the sword into their hands, and what by 
interest in parliament, and what by power in the army. 

• Rlllhwortb. vi. S, to j t Ib, vi. 4. 
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will perpetually continue themselves in grandeur, and 
not permit the war speedily to end,lest their own power 
should determine with it. This I speak here to our 
own faces is but what others do utter abroad behind 
our backs. 1 am far from reflecting on any: I know 
the worth of those commanders, members of both houses, 
who are yet in power." Cromwell then went on to 
deprecate any investigation into the conduct of the 
commanders. He especially recommended «to their 
prudence, not to insist upon a complaint as to the over. 
sight of any commander-in-chief upon any occasion 
whatsoever." He observed, that he was himself, con­
scious of oversights, and well ,knew that they could 
scarcely be avoided in militaryaiFairs. Therefore, waving 
a ~trict inquiry into the cause of these things, he exhorted 
the committee to apply itself to some general remedy, 
"which, without in anyway countenancing the particular 
censure of individuala, might best in future shut out 
those evils under which they were at preSent suiFering." 
,The memorable\ debate which followed is unfortunately 
not reported. It ended, however, in a great discussion 
on the following resolution: - "That no member of 
either house of parliament shall, during the war, enjoy 
or execute any office or command, military or civil, and 
that an ordinance be brought in to that purpose." Vane, 
who had reserved himself for this resolution, spoke at 
great length upon it, and with even more than his usual 
eloquence. .. Whitelocke, separating himself from the 
party he generally acted with, was its chief opponent. 
Hollis and the other heads of the presbyterians seconded 
him, but without effect. Vane and Cromwell had se­
lected the question with 'a masterly judgment and fore­
sight; for the errors in the conduct of the war had been 
10 apparent, that many of the presbyterians were obliged 
on this occasion to deeltae against theit chiefs. It does 
Dot appear indeed, that there was more than one divi. 
sion in the progress of the ordinance through the com. 

• The report or tile debate in Clarendon, Including Vane', speech, i. all 
agrouCorger,. (See Hill. or Com. I. ~) 

Digitized by Coogle 



mons, but that involved its entire spirit; when, on the 
17th of December, a proviso wu ofFered to be added, 
that the ordinance, and any thing contained in it, should 
not extend to the earl of E8IIex, lord general Upon 
this ocrasion, the numbers stOOd, for the clause 98, 
against it 100. The ordinance had been reported to 
the house on the 11 th, 'was passed on the 19th, and wss 
carried up to the lords on the 21st of December. 

Every device was resorted to in that house to defeat 
by delay what they were most reluctant openly to pro­
pose. Three times the house of commons sent up mes­
sages, desiring expedition, and representing that any 
delay in passing the ordinance would be dangerous, 
might be destructive. A select committee was then no­
minated by the lords to consider of alterations to be 
introduced, and it ill not a little characteristic that of 
the committee, consisting of ten members, four peers, 
Esaex, Manchester, Warwick, and Denbigh, were per­
sons to whose disadvantage the law would particularly 
operate. A paper of reasons originated in this com­
mittee against the substance of the ordinance. In thil 
paper it was observed, that it deprives the peers of that 
honour which in all ages had been given them, aince they 
had evermore been principally active, to the eff'uaion of 
their blood, and the hazard of tbeir estates and fortunes, 
in regaining and maintaining the fundamental laws of 
the land, and the rights and liberties of the subject; 
nor was there ever any battle fought for these ends, 
wherein the nobility were not employed in places of 
chief est trust and command. It was added, that the 
proposed measure was by no means equal to the lords 
and commons of England, since, though some of the 
gentry and commons were excepted as members of par_ 
liament, yet that the rest might have liberty to discharge 
their duty whether in ~ivil office or the field; whereal 
the ordinance was proposed to operate a8 an univenal 
disqualification of the whole hereditary nobility of the 
country. Another objection was, that the tendency of 
the ordinance appeared to them to be such that in al-
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tempting to put it in force every thing would be thrown 
into confusion in the annie.; and that, therefore, till 
the "new model" of what was proposed to succeed 
was produced, they were scarcely in a position to judge 
the measure fairly. Finally, after repeated conferences 
between the two houses, the ordinance was rejected by 
the lords on the 13th of January.· 

The last named objection was at once, with masterly 
promptitude, laid bold o~ by the statesmen of the lower 
house, and the very day after the delivery of the rea­
sons from the lords, the committee of both kingdoms 
reported to the commons a new model for the consti­
tution of the army. This consent of the committee of 
both kingdoms, including thE.' fonr Scotch ~mis­
sioners, is snpposed to have been achieved by Vane's 
mastery OVE.'r the marquis of Argyle, who had just ar­
rived in London. t It was another decisive advance in 
inll.uence secured for the independents. 

On the 9th of January, the scheme of the new model 
was laid before the house of commons; and the names 
of the principal officerll who were to have command in 
this army were put to the vote on the 21st. The three 
armies of the parliament were to be fonned into one 
- consisting of 14,000 foot, 6060 cavalry, and 1000 
dragoons,- under a general-in-chief, Iieutenant.general, 
major-general, thirty colonels, and the due proportion 
of other officers. Sir Thomas Fairfax .was named ge­
neral-in-chief, and Skippon major-general. Among the 
colonels appears the name of Algernon Sidney, and other 
most eminent men. Among the inferior officers were 
Ireton, Desborough, and Harrison. The name of the 
officer who was designed for the second place in the 
command, aud the generalship of the'cavalry, was kept 
in reeerve, to be filled up, as it afterwards appelll't'd, 
with the name of Cromwell. This scheme of the new 
model passed the lords on the 15th of Febmary, cre. 
ating an army of 22,000 men, to be principally drafted 
fiom the old annies. 

• HIlt. of Com. L toll. 4OS. t ClareDdoa. Godwin. 
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A second" self-denying ordinance" was now tran ... 
. mitted to the lords. Great misconception has arisen in 
consequence of the difference between these two ordi­
nances in a very material point, though both called by 
the same name. Mr. Godwin has briefly and impres­
Rivc?ly stated the difference thus: .. It has been com­
monly imagined, that the independents, after having 
carried a measure so full of boasted disinterestedness, 
acted a part directly contrary to their professions, smug­
gled in one exception after another, Cromwell the first; 
enriched themselves with the spoils of the nation; and 
silently and imperceptibly antiquated the law which had,· 
at the moment, been their great instrument for defeating 
their adversaries of_the presbyterian party. But this 
way of stating the question is by no means exact. The 
original 'self-denying ordinance,' as it was called, di­
rectect that no member of either house of parliament, 
should, during the present war, hold any office, civil or 
military, such office being conferred by the authority of 
both or either of the houses. Thi8 ordinaRCe tDtJ8 de­
feated, in the Mu.e of lorda by the machinations of the 
presbyterians, and fl6061" paaaed, into a law. A second 
ordinance, which was called by the same name, was 
brought in a short time after, and. was attended with a 
more successful event. The enactment of this ordinance· 
was, that every member of parliament was hereby dis­
charged from whatever office, civil or military, that haJJ 
been conferred, by the authority of parliament. The 
former edict was prosflecUve, and had more of the or­
dinary character of a law; the second prescrlbe'l:l some­
thing immediately to be done, and no more. - What 
was the cause of the striking difference between the first 
and the second' self_denying ordinance,' must be a IDatter 
purely of conjecture. It is not improbable, that some 
of the great leaders of. the independent interest began, 
in this interval, to suspect, that the advantagE' of per_ 

• That i .. It dlcl Dot prevent the dilcbarpd oIIIcen ftoom recoveriol 
their umc .. aplD.. , 
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manently separating the legislative character, and that 
of an officer, civil or military, was more specious than 
real,. .8e&ides, as their adversaries had contrived to de­
feat theit me&llUl'e in the upper house, they felt less • 
delicacy towards them,_ and cons~cted an edict which 
more plainly pointed at the i1id'''i4ual change in the 
public service. which they held to be immediately re­
quired. The new law, therefore, was a temporary ex­
pedient, and the general principle was left as before.-

In the progress of this second measure through the 
house of commons, it is to be remarked, there appears 
to have been· only one division, which occurred on the 
twenty-first of January, when it was put to, the vote 
whether Fairfax should be nominated commander-in 
chief, and the numbers stood (on the question whether 
the nomination should be then made), for the affirmative 
101, for the negative 69. When the ordinance came 
back from the lords however, a second division took 
place on an amendment that had been introduced in 
that house, purporting that the nomination of officers, 
which was vested in the commander in chief, should be 
mbject to the approbation of the two houses of parlia­
ment; and the numbers stood, for the affirmative 82, 
for the negative 63, the majority being with the pres­
byterians. This was not a point, however, of vital im_ 
portance with Vane and the independents, whose victory, 
in the achievement of the measure as it now stood, had 
been triumphandy complete. 

Essex,Manchester, Warwick and Denbighhadappeared 
in the house of lords the day before the ordinance passed, 
and laid down their commiBBions. ' Acknpwledgments 
were made by the commons of their great and faithful 
services, and pensions were voted to them. 

The army was now in the hands of the independents. 
Ie. 80ldiers were nearly all members of that communion. 
Unadorned by rank, ungraced by any of the eminences 
of station, they were filled with religious zeal and an 
irrepressible enthusiasm. Each man felt as if the cause 

• Hilt. of Com. iI. 41. 
VOL. IV. B 
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rested with him. eacp man had the sense that he wu 
qualitied to be a teacher to others. They were equally 
stimulated by the love or liberty. and the love of that 
scheme or religious faith which each man espoUlled. 
"They respected themselves; they believed that they 
were in a state of grace; and they were incapable of 
allowing themselves in any thing unworthy of the high 
calling with which God had ,honoured them. They 
were vessels of glory, set apart for the purposes of 
heaven. As they had these feelings and impulaea in 
common among them, so these feelings and impulses 
served them as a bond of indiSsoluble union. They ad­
vanced into the field chanting the psalms contained in 
the scriptures, and fought, as they expressed it, with 
, the sword of the Lord and of Gideon.' " • 

But then they were not lords, nor had seen dozens of 
campaigns, and infinite was the laughter and contempt 
they at first inspired. It was not given to all 'to see 
with the subtle and far-piercing glance of Vane or of 
Cromwell. "Truly this army was no way glorions," 
observes May, "either in the dignity of its commanders 
or the antiquity of the soldiers. Never did an army go 
forth to war, who had less the confidence of their own 
friends, or were more the object of contempt to their ene­
mies; and yet who did more bravely deceive the expect&­
tiona of them both." Their successes he ascribes, under 
God, to their moral and religions '88 well as military 
discipline. "The usual vices of camps," he adds, 
" were here restrained. The discipline was strict. No 
theft, no wantonness, no oaths, no profane words, could 
escape wtthout the severest castigation; by which it was 
brought to pass, that in this camp, as in a well-ordered 
city, passage was safe and com~erce free." To all this 
the king's army offered a melancholy contrast which set 
off with still greater lustre the parliamentarian vinues. 
," The officers took pride in the profligacy of their lan­
guage and their lives; and the common soldiers weN, 
out of the field, a disorderly and dissolute rabble." + 

• Godwin, i. fill. 
t Hiatory from Mackintoah, v. 363. 
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Wbatcould the king's snperiority in numbers, or his 
many other advantages, avail against this single circum­
stance alone? Most wisely had Vane and Cromwell 
judged. The royalists were doomed to fall in the fil'lit 
great battle. 

The single danger . to be apprehended does not seem 
to have hitherto in any way occurred to Vane. To have 
suspected the virtue of the great soldier of the cause he 
had most at heart, to have doubted the reality of Crom­
-well's republican fervour and enthusiasm, wQuld have 
been equivalent to a surrender of the high faith and 
hope which sustained." him in the mighty ~truggle he 
was engaged in. 

The army of the new model marched resolutely on 
against Charles. His head-quarters were at Oxford; 
he had a preponderance in the midland counties; was 
master in almost the whole of the western districts; had 
power in the north; and was complete master of Wales. 
In a few short weeks he was helpless! The new leaders 
iy. whom the power was vested struck at once against 
Charles himself, and kept him in pursuit. He had moved 
from Oxford in a northern direction, with a-view, it is 
supposed, to co-operation with Montrose. The Scottish 
army advancing to the south, impelled by the English 
leaders, I'aised the siege of Carlisle, and interposed to 
foil his plan. Fairfax meanwhile had sat down before 
Oxford. Charles upon this at once turned back, and 
With considerable vigour and resolution assaulted the 
garrison of ,Leicester. Alarmed for the I8fety of the 
eastern counties, Fairfax immediately raised the siege 
of Oxford, and resumed his pursuit of Charles, who 
had moved from Leicester, fixed his head-quarters at 
Daventry, and betaken himself to the pleasures of the 
chase, while his soldiers ravaged and plundered the 
neighbouring country. Fairfax gradually and silently 
advanced, was joined by Cromwell near Northampton, 
and they both together took Charles by snrprise near the 
fatal town of Naseby. At eleven at night a council of 
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war was summoned in the royalist camp; and with that 
carele&ll and courageous gallantry which, whatever their 
other vices may have been, always distinguished the 
aristocratic officers of Charles's arrpy, it was refOlved, 
notwithstanding their critical position, "not only to 
give, but to advance and offer, battle." 

The armies met. at Naseby, upon a fallow field, about 
a mile in breadth. The king led his centre in person, 
and found himself opposite to Fairfax and Skippon. Ru.­
pert commanded on the right, and (appointed at Crom­
well's request, and invested with rank for the occasion) 
Ireton fronted him. Sir Marmaduke Langdale, on the 
left, was opposed by Oliver Cromwell. The word of 
the cavaliers was "queen Mary" (Henrietta Maria),­
of the parliamentarians, "God our strength." The roy_ 
alists commenced the battle by advancing at a quick step, 
<r with alacrity and resolution." '* The van of the par­
liamentary centre was broken by the charge, and the 
troops fell back upon, the resr, as they,had been com­
manded, in such necessity, to do. Skippon was severely 
wounded by a shot in the side, and Fairfax desired he 
would leave the field. But" the brave old man (says 
Rushworth) answered, r he would not stir so long as a 
man would stand,' and kept the field to the end of the 
battle." Fairfax now advanced himself with a body oC 
rese.rve, and the battle raged anew. Not content to ex­
ercise the functions of a captain, Fairfax grappled per~ 
sonally with the foe, galloped through the thicltest oC 
the fray, encouraged by dauntle&ll example the brave, 
and shamed the timid, if any such were there. His 
helmet was beaten to pieces, but he continued to ride 
about bareheaded, and in this state happening to come 
up with his body-guard, commanded by colouel Charles 
Doyley, the latter respectfully rebuked him for thus 
hazarding his person, "wherein lay the safety of the 
wbole army and of the good cause, to be riding bare­
headed among the showering, bullets," at the same time 

• RUlhwQrtb. Hlat. from lIrackintoeb. 
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otfering him his own helmet. Fairfax put it by, say­
ing, "'T is well enough, Charles." • 

The battle meallwhile had,assumed a 1e'rible aspect 
on either wing. Rupert began with his usual impetu­
flBity, and bore down his adversaries in spite of the as­
tonishing resistance of Ireton; while Ireton himself, 
wounded in the thigh with a pike, in the race with a 
halberd, having at the same time his borse killed under 
him, was made prisoner, though he afterwards escaped 
hack to the parliam~ntarians. But now, while Rupert 
pursued the flying horse of the parliament, and after_ 
wards vainly amused himself with summoning their 
park of artillery, Cromwell was deciding the fortune of 
the day (according to his custom) on the right wing. 
He attacked sir Marmaduke Langdale, first with a cl~ 
fire of carbines, next at the sword's point; broke and 
routed his cavalry, and drove them a mile from the field 
or battle, whony ~yond the possibility of further concert, 
with the royalist infantry. Then, with that consum­
mate prudence which outshone even his extraordinary 
valour, the victorious Cromwell, unlike the victorious 
Rupert, returned to the aid of his struggling commander, 
and falling on Charles's weary infantry, put them to 
instant rout. One regiment alone preserved its order 
unbroken. f< One royalist corps," says Rushworth, 
" stood like a rock, and though twice desperately charged, 
~ould not move an inch." At last however, Fairfax, 
directing Doyley to make a third charge in Cront, simul­
taneously attacked th~m in the rear, pierced them in all 
directions, and, slaying an ensign with his own hand, 
aeized the colours, and gave them to a common soldier 
to hold. The soldier, unable to resist the tempation, 
boasted among bis comrades that he had seized those 
colours himself, and the boast went back to Fairfax. 
« Let him Jelain the honour," said that great general, 
" I have enough beside." 

The king ~haved with his accustomed bravery. 

I • Lire or Falrrax. in Hartley !CoIeridse" Blographla Borealia -a most 
intere.tiDI and cbarmlnaly written book. And lee Wblte1oc1te, JUDe 14. 
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When he saw his infantry routed and his affairs 80 des.. 
perate, he placed himself at the head of what remained 
of his cavalry, and implored them to stand the coming 
shock. "One charge more," he cried, "and we recover 
the day." It was vain; they were not in a condition to 
do it; Rupert had joined them 'too late ; they fled, and 
left Fairfax and Cromwell masters of the field. Two 
thousand men had been slain,-nearly an equal number 
on both sides. But Charles left behind him 5000 pri4 
soners, of whom 1000 were officers, his whole artillery, 
a hundred stand of colours, with the standard royal, the 
king's baggage, with the cabinet containing his private 
papers and correspondence with the queen, the baggage 
of the army, including the plunder of Leicester, the 
royal coaches, the whole spoil of the camp, everything! 
The first civil war was decided by that memorable day, 
and the disclosure of all the treacheries and infidelities 
of the king's correspondence., was a weapon in the 
hands of the independent leaders which, until the very 
termination of the struggle, they used with terrible 
effect. 

Such was the first memorsble result of Vane's great 
policy in the matter of the self_denying ordinance and 
the new model; and for that reason this battle has 
been detailed. In the field of ~vil polity, he was 
meanwhile pursuing other objects of scarcely less im_ 
portance. 

He had now directed his attention to the state of the 
representation in the house of commons, The civil war 
had necesaarily purged that house of the royalist mem­

.hers, and also of others who had selected_the policy of 

.. It appeared, amonR other things, on the publication of this correspond­
ence, that at the Oxford -treaty he Dad ieerelly registered in the council 
book hi. protest tbat, in calling the lords and common. at Westminster. 
parliament, he did not acknowledge them as such; that he looked upon 
tbem as banded traitors, to wbom he owed neither forglven .. s nor good 
faith; that he termed his own followers, of both houae., assembled at Ox­
ford. a "baae." "mutinous," "mongre1 parliament;" that be designed. 
bringing into England an army of Roman-catholiea from Ireland, and 
a foreign army under the duke of Lorraine, a popish prince-contrary to 
his expreoo and IOlemn word. History from Mackintosh, vi. 2. And lee 
Journals and Parliamentary History-or the.5tb vol. of the Hadeian MIs-
cellany. -
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temporising or of observing a strict neutrality. The 
war itself had been attended with memorable vicissi. 
tudes; for, as we have seen, in the winter of 1642, -and 
in the autumn of 1643, expectations even ran strongly 
in favour of the success of the royal party; and it was 
the natural consequence of these vicissitudes to cause 
further desertions. 'fhe precise number of the house 
of commons,_ according to the returns in 1640, appears, 
to have been 506. The highest numbers that are to be 
observed upon any division, occur on the 1st of March 
following, and amount, taken together, to 383, includ­
ing the tellers.- About the time of the king's declara­
tion, after the war began, that only 80 of the 500 com­
moners, and only 15 or 16 of the 100 peers remained, the 
divisions certainly ran very low; but this was accident, 
and " could only be used to colour a party declaration." 
On the 9th of February following, the numbers rose 
as high as 201. We have seen that the numbers were 
nearly as great upon a vote respecting the self-denying 
ordinance in December,1644. At the time of assembling 
the mock, or as Charles himself called it, the 'c mon­
grel," parliament at Oxford, on the 22d of January in 
that year, the commons ordered a call of the house, 
which took place on the same day that the king had 
fixed for his followers at Oxford, and the numbefl! 
appear to have been divided as follow: 280 members 
answered to their names at Westminster; 100 were 
excused. as being absent in the service of parliament in 
their several counties; and 118 at Oxford, signed the 
letter to Essex of the 27th of the same month, calling 
on him to interpose for the restoration of peace. There 
are, therefore, only eight individuals unaccounted for in 
this computation. t 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, that one of the 
conditions of the civil war was to impose on the house 
of commons itself the necessity, unavoidable in such a 

• See Godwin'. History, iL 25. et seq. 
t See the Joumal8. Whitelock, p. 80. Rulhworth. v. 573. And God,. 
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state of revolution, of declaring such. persons II were 
most forward to enN'! in hostilities agaiDlit them, dis­
abled from sitting thereafter in that parliament; and in 
all the earlier .instances this vote of disability he.d been 
accompanied with the direction that a new writ Gould 
be issued for filling up the place of the liDember tau 
declared incapable. But here the affair stopped. A~ 
ably to the customary forms, the speaker issued hie 
warrant to the clerk of the crown in chtncery for the 
granting a new writ, &0 the originating of which. the 
great seal was necessary; but the lord keeper had ear­
ried off the great seal to the .king at York, in May, 
] 642; therefore the order to the apealr.er bad necessarily 
miscarried; and from this time the question of ~ 
ducing new members seems to have bin untouched, 
until the 30th of, Se~ber, 1644. On that day it 
was voted by the commons tha.t the house should on 
a future day that was speciiied, take the subject into 
consideration. The ac.tual decision on the question, 
however, was from tiJne to time deferred -; aDd it was 
not till the August of the following year that any pro. 
gress was made. It was 80 managed, that a petition 
was at that time presented from the borollgb of South~ 
wark, praying. that they might be authorised to elect 
two fresh representati. ves in the room of the first they 
had; one of whom was dead, and the other disabled 
by a vote of the house. This served as a signal for 
entering on a proceeding. which had certainly, by 
Vane, Saint John, and the other leaders of the indepead­
ents, been already determined on. On the 21st it wlI 

decided by a majority of three, that new writs should he 
issued for Southwark, Bury St. Edmunds and the cinque 
port of Hythe. This beginning was apeedily pUl'8W!d: 
1406 new members were introduced into the parliament in 
the remainder of the year 1645, and 89 in the course of 
thefollowingyear. Among those at present introduced, we 
find the most honest, virtuous, and everyway illustrious 

• Godwin, iI. 36. 
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names of Fairfax, Blake, Ludlow, Algemon Sidney; 
Ireton, Skippon, Massey, and Hutchinson.-

This, then, 11'88 another victory for the independents. 
The presbyterians and the Scots commillllioners, how­
ever, disabled in a great part by the tum eveuts had 
taken aince the new modelling of the army, and asto­
Dialled, beyond pleasure, at the decisive victory of 
Naseby, began to see the DeeeBBity of resorting to some 
expedient of rallying their strength, which, judiciously 
managed, was 'still superior in numbers. While they 
bethought themselves of what they must do, Cromwell's 
Jetter after the battle of Naseby was read from the 
chair. "Honest men," he wrote, "have served you 
faithfully in this actioD. I beseech you, in the name 
of God, not to discourage them. He that ventures his 
life for the liberty of his country should be left to trust 
God for the liberty of his cODscience." The old question 
again started up; the presbyterians insisted on their 
elsims of an exclusive and intolerant church discipline; 
the independents met them with all the force of con­
scious reason, and the accession of that reputation for 
it which recent military events had given them. A 
second sort of accommodation was elected, and the par­
ties once more rested for a while. 

Charles, defeated and almost helpless, was now at 
Oxford. He felt the neeeBBity of taking Bom~ step for 
penonal safety; he saw it was impossible that another 
army could be got together, and was casting in his own 
mind the relative advantages of throwing himself upon 
London for a treaty, or of making the best of his way 
to the Scottish army in the north. Here the striking 
attitude taken by Vane and the independents appears to 
have affected him once more, and he proposed to Ash­
burnham to sound the independents through Vane. 
Two letters remain in the Clarendon state papers, ad­
dJeesed in the king'. name by Ashbumham to Sir Harry 
Vane the younger. In these he pledges himself, that if 

• Ludlow, L 169-70. Godwin, 11. 41. Notitia ParliamentariL 
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presbytery were insisted on, he would join Vane and 
the independents with all his powers in "rooting out 
that tyrannical government." No answer on the part 
of Vane has been found. It is likely that he returned 
no answer.· It was impossible that a mind so subtle 
and acute could have brought itself to place confidence 
in the good faith of such a proposal. In the Naseby dis­
closures it had been made manifest that professions and 
proteststions cost Charles nothing; that he held every 
thing fair that was done in negotiating with an enemy ; 
that he never talked of peace, but with a crafty inten­
tion; "and that he never made a concession that he was 
not at the time considering how he should retract it!' 

The incident only testified to the streDgth of Vane's 
influence and party. A passage from Whitelock's me­
morials of this period may be quoted for the same pur­
pose: under the dates of October the 15th and 20th, ht 
states, in one instance, " I lived with," in another " I 
dined with, Sir Henry Vane, Mr. ~licitor (St. John), 
and other grandees of that party, and was kindly trested 
by them, as I used to be by the other." The cautious 
lawyer, though voting on questions of religious liberty 
with Vane and St. John, had evidently never before 
committed himself thus far. 

The king's spirit of intrigue, however, was irresistible. 
His 'Object was by some means or other to force himself 
into London, where he trusted his presence might 
work some kind of miracle in support of his prostrate 
cause. To this end he made the following extraordinary 
proposal of a treaty: - that he himself should come to 
LondQn with 300 foUowers, under the assurance and 
security of the two houses of parliament, the commis­
sioners for Scotland, the corporation of the metropolis, 
and the chief commanders of the English and Scotch 
armies, for forty days; at the expiration of which he 
should be free to repair, at his own choice, to his gar­
rison of Oxford, Worcester, or Newark. In the same 

• A mlsapprehenlion of the who\eofthil incident by Dr. LingaldiaablJ 
pointed out and corrected in the Hiatory from MacldntCJIh. _ 
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message he repeated his Uxbridge proposition, that the 
military power should be vested for tDree years in com. 
missioners, to be nominated half by himself and half by 
the parliament, or in any other way that might be satis­
factory to both parties. To render the point more 
intelligible, the king tendered in his message the names 
of thirty persons for commissioners, and among them 
were the names of Vane, Fairfax, Cromwell, and Hollis. 
This was the.falsest proposal be had yet made, and the 
iadependent leaders at once detected its falsehood. . It 
was merely one of the old resources to strive to place 
the parliament, if possible, in a false position. In the 
very midst of the subsequent measures he took to advance 
the salJle object, it was afterwards found he had written 
thlltl to Digby:_!C Now for my own particular reso­
llition, I am endeavouring to get to London, so that 
the conditions may be such as a gentleman may own, 
and that the rebels may acknowledge me king; being not 
without hope, that I shall be able so to draw either the 
presbyterians or independents to side with me for extir. 
pating one the other, that I shall be really king again. 
I will conclude with this assurance, that whatsoever 
becomes of me, by the grace of God, I will never for. 
sake the church, my friends, nor my crown" 

It would be tedious, and it is unnecessary, to follow 
the course of events after this period, through the various 
changes which carried Charles to the Scotch camp. 
which subsequently induced the Scots to surrender him 
to the parliament, and which ended in the violent 
struggles' between the, presbyterian and independent 
·parties in the house of commons, as to the final disposal 
of his person and dignity, and the new settlement of the 
government of the kingdom. . 

Clarendon has two remarks in his history, which 
may be properly introduced here. He observes of the 
discomfort of the Scotch commissioners after the de· 
cision of the first civil war: - " They had long had 
jealousy of Cromwell and sir Henry Vane, and all that 
party j WhiM they saw increased every day, and grew 
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powerful in the parliament, in the council, and in the 
city. Their sa.cred vow and covenant W88 mentioned 
with less reverence and respect, and the illdependenta, 
which comprehended many sects in religion, spake p1lb­
licly against it; of which party Cromwell and VIIJle 
were the leaders, with very many clergyman, who were 
the most popular preachers, and who in the I88eDIblyof 
divines had great authority: so that the Soots plainly 
perceived, that though they Iaad gone 18 far wwards the 
destruction of the church of England 88 they desired, 
they should never be able to establish their presbyterian 
government, without which they should lose all their 
credit in their own country, and aU their iQ,terest in 
England."· And in a subsequent P88ll8ge of singular 
incorrectness, he adds: - " The truth. is, though. dlat 
party W88 most prevalent in the parliament, and com­
prehended all the superior officers of the army (the 
peral only excepted,· who thought himself a presby­
terian), yet there were only three men, Vane, Crom­
well, and Ireton, who governed and disposed all the rest 
according to their sentiments; and without doubt they 
had not yet published their dark designs to. many of 
their own party, nor would their party, at that time, 
have been 80 numeroua and considerable, if they had 
known, or but im~, that they had entertained thole 
thoughts of heart, which they grew every day less ten­
der to conceal, and forward enougb to discover:'t 

Upon this it is worth while to enq"ire what tbeIe 
" dark designs" were - that are here imputed to V ene. 
The lesson in politica which his life illustrated and eD­

forced cannot be stndied too well, and it has never yet 
been exhibited in that most impreBllive form which it 
aBBUmes, when, upon the great actions of his life, the 
rarer political writings he left behind him throw the 
light of their eloquence and wisdom. 

The majority of historians' speak of Vane 88 a purely 
theoretical republican, with great wisdom in the means he 

• VoL Y. P. Ui,l6. t lbicL P. SIS. 
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employed, but with the utmost absurdity in the ends he 
aimed at- in a word, the owner of a political' faith not 
reducible to this world, and only made up of wildness 
and extravagant enthusiasm. Such are the convenient 
opinioDB, with the help of which disagreeable conclusions 
of another sort are sought to be kept at distance ! 

A theoretical republican Vane was not, if it is at­
t.emptal to be shown by this, that the motive of his 
public exertions was merely a preconceived idea of the 
abstract excellence of that-form of civil society. What 
Vane sought was good and popular government, ex­
tensive representation, freedom of thought, freedom of 
the press, and perfect liberty of conscience. Because 
be could Dot find these under a monarchy, he became 
a republican; but, under a monarchy he would have 
been content with theRe Practical and protracted ex­
perience of the utter impossibility of bringing Charles 
to terms of good faith, was the origin of Vane's devotion 
to a republic. Having once embraced that faith, he 
p1lmled it with all the earnestness and enthusiasm of his 
character, but never for a single instant lost sight of the 
practical reasons out of which it had sprung up in his 
mind, or of the wise design of preserving all its new in­
stitutions, in 80 far as possible, in correspondence with the 
fundamental laws and usages to which Englishmen had 
been for centuries accustomed, and under which, in their 
purer shapes, they had grown in virtue, in civilisation, 
and in pGwer. 

ID an Essay on Government, which was left among 
his papers at his death, he lays down a philosophical max­
im which few will be bold enough now-a-days to dispute: 
"Ancient foundations, when once they become destructive 
to those very ends for which they were first ordained, 
aDd prove hinderances to the good and enjoYment of 
human societies, to the true worship of God, and the 
safety of the people, are for their sakes, and upon the 
same reasons to be altered, for which they were first 
laid. In the way of God's justice they may be shaken 
and removed, in order to accomplish the counsels of his 
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. will, upon such a state, nation, or kingdom, in order to 
his introducing a righteous government of his own 
framing." - When he stood in the court of king's bench' 
upon his trial, be laid down another proposition, on 
which, he said, all his actions had been grounded, and 
he challenged the judges, 'with eloquent and unanswer­
able subtlety, to contradict it if they could. It was, that 
the very root and origin of monarchiral government in 
England, was the assent of the people through their 
representatives, or in other words, the so horrible and 
terrifying republican principle. 
: "However I have been misjudged and misunderstood, 

I can truly affirm that in the whole series of my actions, 
~at which I have had in my eye hath been to preserve 
the ancient well constituted government of England on 
its own basis and primitive righteous foundations, most 
learnedly stated by Fortescue -in his book, made in praise 
of the English laws. And I did account it the most 
likely means for the effecting of this, to preserve it at 
least in its root, whatever changes and alterations it 
might be exposed unto in its branches, through the 
blusterous and stormy times that have passed over us. 

"This is no new doctrine, in a kingdom acquainted with 
political power, as Fortescue shows ours is, describing it 
to be in effect, the common assent of the realm, the will 
of the people or whole body of the kingdom, represented 
in parliament. Nay, though this representation, as hath 
fallen out, be restrained for a season to the commons 
house in their single actings, into which, as we have 

• In another paaage, he Ilates: with unanswerable toree : .- It Waa or­
dinary amongst tbe ancienta, not only to cbange their governon, but 
government alIa. II' ooe race of kings be lawfully depoaed !bey are 
not wrooged b)' change or government, and whe else can be P It ia 10 
natural and fundamental a right in _Ie to bave and to Ole such • 
Uberty, that we may do well to consider whether tbey have an)' right to 
give it out of their hands, unl ... it be lawful to contradict the law of 
nature, the true end of all government In human oocietiea, tum tbeir 
own reason out of doors, and 80 tum beasts for their governors to ride 00. 
That the Jews, Greekl, and Romans, the wileat states In the world, bave 
over and over used thla liberty of cbanging their governmeotlBl they .... 
occasion, and that often with very good Buccess, il undeniab e. Were it 
unlawful for a state in ao)' case to d"J'Ol'! aod remove kiogs, what Uti ... 
have any monarchs now upon oath to their crowils. that are descended at 
&boae who were elected loto the room of 8uch as the people deposed P" 
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seen, when by the inordinate fire of the times, two of 
the three estates have for a season been melted down, 
they did but retire into their root, and were not hereby 
in their right, destroyed, but rather preserved, though as 
to their exercise laid for a while asleep, till the season 
csme of their revival and restoration." 

Shortly before his death, while imprisoned in one of 
the isles of Scilly, he made a more elaborate statement 
of his views on tJJ.is point, and of the justifications which 
he conceived the people and their leaders to have had, 
in their attempts to alter the monarchical institutions. 
This remarkable treatise was entitled "The People's 
Case Stated." At the commencement of it, he lays 
down, in language which bears no evidence of wildness 
or impatience of just restraint, the following rul~s : -
"The end of aU government, being for the good and 
welfare, and not for the destruction of the ruled, God, 
w~o is the institutor of government, as he is pleased to 
ordain the office of governors, intrusting them with 
power to command the just and reasonable things which 
his own law commands, that carry;their own evidence 
to common reason and sense, at least, thai do not evi­
dently contradict it, 80 he grants a liberty to the sub­
jects, or those that by him are put under the rule,\ to 
refuse all such commands as are contrary to his law, or 
to the judgment of common reason and sense, whose 
trial he allows, by way of assent or dissent, before the 
commands of the ruler shall be binding or put in exe­
cution; and this in a co-ordinacy of power with just 
government, and as the due balance thereof: for," he 
adds, in words of deepest truth and significance, " the 
original impresBionB of jUllt law, are in man', nature, 
and very C01&8titution of being." 

From the foregoing proposition, a condition of go­
vernment is then established thus :_.c God doth allow 
and confer by the very law of na~, upon the com­
munity or body of the people, that are related to and 
concerned in the right of government placed over them, 
the liberty, by their common vote or suffrage duly given, 
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to be _nters or dissenters therennto, and to affinn and 
make stable, or disallow and render ineffectual, what 
shall apparently be found by them to be for the good or 
hurt of that society, whose welfare, next under the 
justice of God's commands and his glory, is the supreme 
law and very end of all subordinate governing pow~. 
Sovereign power then comea from God, as its proper 
root, but the restraint or enlargement of it, in its exe • 

. cution over such a body, is founded in the common con· 
sent of that body. The office of chief ruler, or head 
over any state, commonwealth, or kingdom, hath the 
right of due obedience from the people inseparably an· 
nexed to it. It is an ofBce, not only of divine institu­
tion, but for the safety and protection of the whole 
body or community, and therefore justly and necessarily 
draws to it, and engages their subjection." The logical 
force of this passage is only equalled by its philosophic 
sobriety. Subsequently he carries out his premises into 
the following eloquent statement of the proper source 
of the best fonn of government, in-which, it will be 
seen, the character of bis religious opinions, as I have 
endeavourt'd to describe them, receives very striking il­
lustration. " The nighest judgment and will Ret up 
by God, for angels and men in their particular being" 
to hold, proportion with, and bear conformity unto (in 
the capacity of naIed, in relation to their chief ntler), 
lIhinea forth in the pe1'8on of ChriBt, the engraj'tetl Word. 
And when by the agreement or common consent of a 
nation or state, there is such a constitution and fonn of 
administration pitched upon, as in a standing and or­
dinary way, may derive and convey the nearest and 
greatest likeness 'in human laws, or acts of such a con­
stitution, unto the judgment and will of the supreme 
legislator, as tbe rule and declared duty for every one 
in that society to .observe; it is thereby, that govern­
ment or supreme power comes to receive being in a 
nation or state, and is brought into exercise according to 
God's ordinance and divine institution. So then, it i8 not 
80 much the form of the adminiBtration, a8 the thing ad­
miniBtered, wherein the good or et1iI of gotJef'nment dotA 
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CIl1I8i8t; that is to say, a greater likeness or unlikeness 
unto the judgment and will of the highest Being, in all 
the acts or laws, flowing from the fundamental consti_ 
tution of the government." 

The legal restraints placed for these objects on the 
office of king are then cl~arly stated, after which, Vane 
adds-'" The contrary hereunto was the principle at 
bottom of the king's, cause, which he endeavoured to 
nphold and maintain, in order to decline and lay aside 
the legal restraints as aforesaid, which the government 
of England, by the fundamental constitution, is 'Sub­
jected unto, as to the exercise and ministry of the royal 
office. From the observation and experience which the 
people of ,England had, and made many years together, 
by their representatives in parliament, of a desire in the 
king to shake off these legal restraints in the exercise of 
tl).e regal power; and on their having tried the best 
~ays and means that occurred to their understandings, 
to prevent the same, and to secure to themselves the en­
joyment of their just rights and liberty; they at last 
pitched upon the desiring from the king, the continu­
ance of the sitting of the parliament called November 
3. 1640, in such IIOrt as is expressed in that act, 
17 Car. wherein it is provided 'that it shall not be 
discontinued or dissolved, but by act of parliament.'" 
This act, however, he proceeds to argue, did not in 
jtseJf dissolve their allegiance, or give the people back 
their original right to erect a new government, until 
after, all reasonable efforts failing, war had been resorted 
to, and the decision given: -~' Such appeal answered, 
and the issue decided by, battle" the people's delegates 
,till Bitting, and keeping together in their collective 
body, may of right, and according to reason, refuse 
the re-admu.ion 07' new admu.ion of the ezerci.e of the 

former rtder., or any new rulers again over the whole 
body, till there be received satisfaction for the former 
wrongs done, the expense and hazard of the war, and 
security for the time to come, that the like be not c0m­

mitted again. Until this be obtained, they are bound 
VOL. IV. I 
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in duty, in such manner as they judge most fit, to pro­
vide for the present government of the whole body, that 
the common weal receive no detriment."·· He admits 
the sacredness of an oath of alle8iance to a sovereign, 
snd argues with great force and eloquence, that it is 
only an utter abuse of the kingly trust that can relieve 
the subject from it, but he will be utterly relieved in 
that case, he adds, 'c especially if, together with such 
breach of trust, both parties appeal 10 God, and put it 
upon the issue of battle, and God. give the decision; 
and in consequence thereof, that original right be as­
serted, and possession thereof had and held for some 
years, and then not rightfully loBe, but treaclterOfUlg 
betrayed and givtm up b1J thOtlfl in whom no power tJJt.U 

riglttfully placed." 
These, then, are the "dark designs" of V.ane.,­

this is the wild and visionary eathusiast! He sought 
to achieve for the English people; lor u.t, Au pMerity, 
the blessings of a government responsible to the governed, 
the basis of which was to be security for penon and 
property, and perfect and uneontrolable freedom in aU 
matters appertaining to the conscience and intellect. 
Fsiling of this object in that day under. a monarchical' 
form, he struck for· a republic. This, was his only 
crime, - the sum of his " dark designs." 

But alas! for one person among the good citizens ot 
London, at the close of the civil war, who could think 
with Vane. there, were. fifty who preferred tG think, ott 
these particular pointBt with Clarendon. The presbyte­
rians had once more rallied in this strong hold of their 
power. They clamoured for a pretrbyterillD settlement. 

• In another work he expresoee the .... e doctrine thus: -" All <l1li­
lrarient aetings against the prince, are Dot to be accounted a reaIotin& 
of the power; especially when the whole stat.e is concerned, and the 
busiHeas is managed by public trulteeo, called and authorised by law, u 
conaenen of the s!;ote, and defenden of the publio Iibertieo and la_ 
thereof In 8uch a public capacity, to .tand in the gap when a breach is 
made, and hinder any: charge Dr attempt that would ruinate the _It, II 
duty. In luch cue they ought to withstand and hinder tbe viol_ pro­
ceedings Dr any, eit~er by way Dr justice in a legal trial, Dr by force. Tor 
the prince ia not muter of the atate, bn' only a .lIardian -and ~ 
!bereof, from injuries and eviL "-Trelllil. OIl ~ 
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They seemed to have altogether forgotten such things 
as a reform of political institutions, or an establishment 
of public rights and liberties. A petition had been 
secretly got up by the presbyterians in the name of the 
city·, and was now carried into parliament-praying 
for strict religious conformity, for subscription to the 
covenant, and for the dissolution of the army. It was 
only preliminary to a more decisive movement on the part 
of the presbyterians; The reduction of the army to a 
peace establishment was proposed in the house of com­
mons on the 9th of February. The dismantling of the 
garrisons in England and Wales, with the exception of 
forty-five'; and the reduction of the army, after drafts of 
horse and foot for the service of Ireland, to about 5000 
.horse, to maintain public tranquillity, and the force' or' 
infantry required for the reserved garrisons; were carried 
lifter earnest and long debate - in which Vane used all 
his influence and eloquence against the motion, - and 
carried too without due provision for arrears of pay. 
It was voted, also, that no member of parliament should 
have a military command; that there should be no 
oflicer of higher rank than that of colonel, with the ex­
ception of Fairfax; and that every officer should take the 
covenant, and conform to the presbyterian ordinance in 
religion :-in other words~ all security for the triumphs 
that had been won for the people were recklellilly voted 
away, and the people's bravest soldiers, Cromwell, Ireton, 
Ludlow, Algernon Sydney, Skippon, Blake, and Hute,h­
inson, were insolently dismissed from their service. 
Fairfax himself was only retained on a division, by 
159 to 147. ' 

Mr. Godwin has, at this passage of history, given 
way to no inappropriate strain of melancholy enthusiasm. 

. • A. Yery memorable counter-petition waa luboequently set afloat by the 
lDdependente_demandingsome.\I1rtllng reforml, which exhibited revolu-. 
tion and repUbJicanl1lD unmasked. It remonstrated against the payment 
ot'dtbes,- die hardohlpo of enforced religioUi conformity. the inlolent con­
tumely "'ith which presbyterian. designated thOle who would not conform 
to tM presbytery; the milchlef or tbe hou.e of lorda' and was addressed 
to the nqwerne authority of the nation In'the _III I!ouae of parliament. 
-HUt . .frOm JllldlirtltnA. 

12 
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" Here," he says" we have a striking illustration of 
the uncertainty and versatility of human affairs. Crom_ 
well, Ireton, St. John and Vane, were four of the ablest 
statesmen that ever figured. upon the theatre of any 
nation. They were engaged to tile measures they un­
dertook by the strongest motives that could animate and 
excite the heart of man. They, and they only, had 
been principally concerned in conducting an arduous 
war to a successful termination. Other men had felt 
deeply and fought nobly; but it was they who created 
the army by which the victory was secured. Finding 
their influence not sufficiently triumphant in the house 
of commons, they had recurred to the admirable expe­
dient of setting 011 foot new elections for those places 
in England, which, in the lapse of years, and by the 
ev~nts of a civil war, were found .unrepresented; and 
this measure had, for a time, answered every purpose to 
them that their fondest wishes could have anticipated. 
Their adversaries were men of ordinary capacities; 
llollis and sir Philip Stapleton, .the nominal leaders of 
the presbyterians, would probably never have been heard 
of in history, had they lived in a more tranquil period. 
Yet all these advantages possessed by the hesds of the 
independent party, proved fleeting and illusory. The 

. very circumstance of the great success and superlativ~ 
talents of these men, had a tendency to render them 
objects of jealousy to coarse and vulgar minds. Hollis 
says, ',Though the greater part of the new members 
came into the house with as much prejudice as possible 
against us, yet, when they came to sit there themselves, 
and see with their own eyes the carriage of things, this 
made them change . their . minds, and many of them 
to confess and. acknowledge that they had been abused: 
Such is the almost unavoidable course of thingS in 
modern times, and among what is calJed a sober people. 
The men of the last four centuries in civilised Europe 
have been found capable of being strongly excited, and 
susceptible of a tone of fervour and enthusiasm. But 
this is to them an unnatural state, and they speedily 
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subside into their constitutional quietude. There are 
but few of us that can even image to ourselves an ex_ 
citement and elevation that, as in the instances of Greece 
and Rome, lasted for centuries. Talk to the men of • 
later times of sobriety and moderation, and they will 
soon show that they prefer that lore to the sublimer 
style of heroism and virtue, of self-sacrifice and expan­
sive affections. Weare sons of the fog and the mist. 
The damp and flagging element in which we breathe 
becomes part of ourselves: we turn speculative men and 
calculators: timorous prudence and low circum&pection 
fix their stamp on all we do. Our < charity begins at 
home,' and fixes its attention emphatically on our own 
interests, or our own firesides. We dare not mount, at 
least from the impulse of feeling, into an etherial region, 
Iest we should break our necks with the falL To men 
formed in this mould, the representations of such persons 
as Hollis and Stapleton, < the moderate party,' as they 
loved to denominate themselves, are almost sure to prove 
irresistible:'· 

Vane's position was that of the greatest difficulty. He 
felt that he must now throw his party upon the, great 

. body of the army for support, to a more absolute degree 
than he had contemplated hitherto. It will be worth 
while, before proceeding further, to show what character 
of men these soldiers were. Whitelocke describes thus 
the troops raised by Cromwell: -" He had a brave regi­
ment,of hone of his countrymen, most of them free­
holders and freeholders' sons, and who, upon matter of 
conscience, engaged in this quarrel. And thus, being 
well armed within by the satisfaction of their, own con_ 
sciences, and without by good iron arms, they would as 
one man stand firmly, and fight desperately." Baxter 
says of them, in his life:-" At his first entrance into the 
wars he had a special care to get religious men into-his 
troop: these were of greater understanding than common 
soldiers, and therefore more apprehensive of the import­
ance and consequence of the war; and making, not 

• God"in, HIsL of Com. IL il8-l!21. 
I 3 
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money, but that which they took for the public felicity, 
to be their end, they were the more engaged to be vali­
ant. They tl)erefore proved such that, as far as I could 
learn, they never once ran away before an enemy." The 
fiercely royalist Bates, in his "Elenchus Motuwn," 
speaks of them thus: -" Cromwell invited all the honest 
men (as he was pleased to call them) to take on with 
him. Wherefore independents, anabaptists, and the sink 
of fanatics, came flocking to him, who, in the beginning, 
were unskilful both in handling their arms, and manag­
ing their ho~s. But he used. them daily.to look after, 
feed, and dIess their horses, and, when it was needful, 
to lie together with them on the ground. He besides 
taught them to clean, and keep their arms bright, and 
ready for service; to choose the best armour, and arm 
themselves to the best advantage. Trained up in this 
kind of military exercise, they excelled all their fellow 
soltliers in feats of war, and obtained more victories over 
their enemies." "And these men," observes another 
royalist, sir Philip Warwick, "habited more to spiritual 
pride than carnal riot and intemperance, so consequently, 
having been industrious and active in their former call­
ings and professions, where natural courage wanted, ze~ 
supplied its place. At first they chose rather to dye 
than fiye; and cUltom removed the fear of danger." 
Of themselves, in a petition to the parliament, these 
men had spoken thus: - " We were not a mere mer­
cenary army, hired to serve any arbitrary power of 
a state, but were called forth and conjured, by the several 
declarations of parliament, to the defence of our own 
and the people's just rights and liberties. To these 
ends in judgment and conscience we took up arms; and 
we are resolved to assert and vinclicate these rights against 
all arbitrary power, and all particular parties and inter_ 
ests whatsoever."· And lastly, when it was proposed 

• In another petition, demanding payment of the anean attempted to 
I)e withheld by the preobyteriaDs, these men say: -" We hope that by 
being soldlen we have not lost the capacity of subjects, - that in purchas­
ing the freedom of our brethren, we have not lost our own." They assert 
the justice of their demand of the payment of arrean to themselves, Dot as 
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. to disband these very forces, immediately after the re­
storation, lord Clarendon, who could speak the truth 
only when the truth answered his purpose, spoke of 
them and their exploits in these words: - U His ma­
jesty consents to the measure. Yet, let me tell you, no 

. other prince in Europe would be willing to disband such 
an army: an army to which victory is entsiled, and 
which, humanly speaking, could hardly fail of conquest 
whithersoever he should lead it: an army, whose order 
and discipline, whose sobriety and manners, whose cou­
rage and success, have made it famous and terrible over 
the world." • 

It was no common army this-it was a band of men 
who had taken up arms for a great public cause, and 
who had a right to some influence, and that not incon­
siderable, in the right direction of the victories won by 
their own valour, for the security of their own homes. 
In this view it is certain that Vane now countenanced the 
seizure of the king by Joyce, and Fairfax's march to 
London for the purpose of overawing the presbyterians. 
Hitherto he had no distrust of Cromwell. The exertions 
of that great soldier in this crisis hall been all republican 
in their tendency, since in favouring, or at least not re­
sisting, the 9l'ganisation of the agitators and other mili­
tary councils, he was raising up the very worst instru_ 
ment of despotism-an armed and enthusiastic demo­
cracy. 

The disgraceful London riots in favour of the pres­
byterians, completed the sorry work set on foot by that 
party, and determined Vane's last scruples. He took 
the opportunity of removing with several other mem_ 
ben, and the speakers of both houses, to Fairfax's 
camp at Hounslow, and as he afterwards rode with that 
general along the line of the troops, was hailed and 

II mercenariea whose end .BI gain" but as men "who J,ad abandoned 
their ... tates, trades, caRinI!", and the contentments of a q'liet life, for the 
peril. and fatigues of .. ar In defence olth. public liberty." 

• In th& History of the Common .. eailh, Ii. 152-155., the reader will 
ftnd.thia IUbject treated. 

I 4 
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cheered with enthusiasm. A few days after, Vane and 
Fairfax, the two speakers, with the other seceding 
members, met at HollaDd House Kensington, and pro­
ceeded to Westminster, where the presbyterians, feeling 
themselves once more defeated by a consummate stroke 
of policy on the part of their adversaries, while a me­
lancholy and mischievous effort had been made by them­
selves, were unprepared to offer any further present 
resistance. In Hyde Park they received even the con­
gratulations of the lord mayor and aldermen, and at 
Charing Cross the common council stood ready to receive 
them! Colonel Hammond's regiment of foot, and 
Rich's and Cromwell's regiments of horse, led the pro­
cession, which was closed by Tomlinson's regiment of 
horse. On the following day the whole army, with its 
artillery, marched through London, "but in 80 civil and 
orderly a manner, that not the least offence or prejudice 
was expressed by them towards any man, either in 
words, action, or gesture." The procession had no sooner 
reached Palace Yard, than Fairfax alighted, and retired 
into a private house, while the lords and commons pro­
cet'ded to their respecti've places of lllil!embly. Man­
chester and Lenthall took the chair in each house; and' 
the proceedings commenced with a report from the 
commissioners of the parliament, appointed to reside 
with the army (that in the house of commons was made 
by Vane) of the transactions of the last preceding days. 
Fairfax was then successively introduced into each house, 
and received their thanks for what he had done.· He 
was at the same time by their joint vote made constable 
of the Tower of London.-

The king's ill-judged flight from Hampton Court, 
once more altered the position of affairs. The first 
treaty at the Isle of Wight, and the treachery of Charles 
with the Scots commissioners will be more appropriately 
glanced at in the memoir of Henry Marten. The day 
after the parliamentary commissioners returned, the 

• HId. or Com. iL 386-7.; RUlbWOJ"t!lI Wblle1oclte. 
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celebrated vote of non-addresses was passed, equivalent 
to a resolution for the settlement of the kingdom with­
out further recourse to the king. The events which 
followed, and ~ad the effect of lifting up the presby­
terians once more; the riots in the varieua English 
counties, and the advance and defeat of the Scotch army; 
the famous petitions and proposals of Fairfax and hi\! 
oflicers; will also have fitter illustration in the notice of 
Marten's important participation in these measures. Vane 
seems to have held himself as much as possible in the 
position of being able, at a crisis, to negotiate between 
the commons and the army, secure that his party in the 
house would once more feel ascendancy and power upon 
the final crushing of the "second civil war." 

The personal treaty at the Isle of Wight was now 
arranged; Vane was appointed one of the chief com­
missioners, and represented the independent or (now) 
republican party. Hollis and others represented the 
presbyterians. Several peers attached to the parliament 
were also present, and Charles was attended by forty­
two frienda and advisers. The interviews and debates 
were spun out from the 18th of September to the ~7th 
of November, 1648. In the course of them Charles 
showed much ability, and Vane, who had, as he says, 
"believed him' to be a very weak person," took occasion 
to acknowledge "that he had been deceived," for that 
he had. found him "a man of great parts and abilities."­
Such a feeling would be naturally apt to overrate itself 
by comparison with a previous unjust impression. 

The result of the treaty was a concession of ithe 
militia by Charles, with the secret reservation to retract 
itt; but he afterwards took his stand upon two points-­
a claim for "the divine institution of the bishops," 
and for indemnity to all his friends. Hollis and the 
other presbyterians implored him on their knees, with 
tears in their eyes, to concede these aIao. He refused. 
"The truth is," eays Clarendon, describing the treaty, 

• Sir Edward Walker. p. 312-:t Hilt. &oIIlllfacklntoob. vL 105. 
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" t'here were amongst the commilBione18 many who bad. 
been carried with the violence of the stream, and would 
be glad of those concetlsions which the king would very 
cheerfully have granted; an act of indemnity and ob­
livion being '\II' hat they were principally eoncemed in. 
And of all the rest, who were more passionate for the 
militia, and against the church, there was no man, ex­
cept sir Harry Vane, who did not deaire that a peace 
might be established by that treaty. For as all the 
other lords desired, in their own natures and affections, 
no more than that their transgressions right never more 
be called to remembrance, 80 the lord Say himself (who 
was as proud of his quality, Ilnd of being distinguished 
from other men by his title, as any man alive) well 
foresaw what wopld become of his peerage, if the treaty i 

proved ineffectual, and the army should make their own 
model of the government they would submit to (as 
undoubtedly they resolved shortly to do); and therefore 
he did all he could to work upon the king to yield to 
what was proposed to him, and afterwards, upon the 
parliament, to be content with what his ·majesty bad 
yielded." It was well for the men who preferred their 
titles to their country, .to argue thus, but the younger 
sir Henry Vane remained to the last " among the faith. ! 

less faithful." 
Charles had again thought of escape and of reveage. 

when he rejected the kneeling and weeping presbyte­
rians: the army now seized. his person once more, 
and closed his hopes on that .head for ever. Mean. 
while, a terrible remoostrance calling for justice on. him I 

as "the eapital IIOUree of all grievances, 'J had been I 
.carried into the house of commons, where the pres- I 

hyterian majority, again mustering, strove to parry it I 

by successive remonstrances. The army, upon this, sent 
in a more determ,ined. declaration, that unless justice 
were' suffered to prevail, they would purge the h_ 
'aud put a stop to the treaty .. At this crisis, the 1st of 
December, 1648, the commissioners from the Isle of I' 
Wight reported Charles's answers, and Hollis moved that 

I 
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they should be declared satisfactory. To the astonish­
ment of Vane, Fiennes supported that motion, but the 
extract from Clarendon respecting Fiennes' father, Lord 
Say, explains the marvel.· The debate lasted one day, 
~nd its further consideration was adjourned to the next 
by a majority of 133 to 102. Vane saw that the 
crisis he had striven so long to aTert had arrived at 
last, and he prepared himself for one great and final 
eff0,rt to surmount it. The speech he delivered pn the 
resumption of the debate on the second day is uMortu­
nately only left to us in the equivocal pages of Claren­
don. That it must have been very masterly, however, 
we can discern even there, and we discern in it also, 
the first frank and resolute statement of the question 
as between monarchy and a repUblic. 

" Young sir Harry Vane," says Clarendon, "had 
begun the debate with the highest insolence and pro­
voeation ; telling them, r that they should that day know 
&lid discover who were their friends and who were their 

foes, or, that he m;ght apeak more plainly, who were the 
kiWJ'1/ party in the houl/e, and who were for the people ;' 
aIld so procee<led with his usual grave bitterness against 
the person of the king and the government that had been 
too long settled; put them in mind r that they hKd been 
diverted from their old settled resolution and declara­
tion that they would m~no Ulore addresses to the 
ldIJg; after which the kingd,om had been governed in 
gl'Cat peace, and begun to tal/te the 8weetof that repub_ 
lican government which they had inte7uled and begun to 
Ulabliah, w~n, by a combination between the city of 
London and au ill-aifectedparty in Scotland, with some 
l!1Jall contemptible insurrections in England, all which 
were fomented by the City, the houses bad, by cla· 
1IlOUr and noi,se, been indul;ed and compelled to reverse 
their former votes and resolution, and enter into a per­
tqD,al treaty with the }dng, with whom they had n9t 
ieen able to prevail, notwithstanding the low condition 

• Thi. waa first pointed out in the History from Mackintosh, in rep!, to 
~doubt6 o£ Godwin and Lin831d. 
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he was in, to give them any security; but he had still 
reserved a power in himself, or at l~ast to his posterity, 
to exercise as tyrannical a government as he had done; 
that all the insurrections which had so terrified them 
were now totally subdued; and the principal authon 
and abettors of them in custody, and ready to be 
brought to justire, if they pleased to direct and appoint 
it; that their enemies in Scotland were reduced, and 
that kingdom entirely devoted to a firm and good corre­
spondence with their brethren, the parliament, of Eng­
land; so that there was nothing wanting but their own 
consent and resolution, to make themselves the happiest 
nation and people in the world; and to that purpose 
desired that they might, without any more 1088 of time, 
return to their former resolution of making no more 
addresses to the king; but proceed to the settling the 
government without him, and to the severe punishment 
of those who had disturbed their peace and quiet, in 
such an exemplary manner, as might terrify all other 
men for the future from making the like bold attempts; 
which, he told them, they might see would be most 
grateful to their army, which had merited so much from 
them, by the remonstrance they had so lately pub­
lished: This discourse appeared to be exceedingly dis­
liked, by that kind of murmur which usually shows how 
the house stands inclined, and by which men make their 
judgments there of the success thalis like to be:' • • 

Some members seconded Vane with a hearty concur-I 
renee, among them Wroth, Wentworth, and Prideaux. 
It was urged on the other side by Prynne that the par­
liament was overawed by the army, and the question 
should be postponed. Another adjournment took place, I' 

and the debate was resumed next morning with 
increased vehemence. Six monarchists and twehe 
republicans are named as having spoken. The presby­
terians, not venturing to persist in a vote that the king's I 
answers were satisfactory, modified it into a resolution I 
that they afforded "a ground for the house to proceed 

• Vol. yL pp. 199-iOl. 
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to the settlement of the peace of the kingdom." Prynne 
delivered a speech of several hours in the affirmative, 
with by his own account wonderful effect. It was 
carried on a division by a majority of 140 to 104. The 
lords readily concurred, and Vane's last hope of pre­
venting a grosser injustice was for ever gone.-

The house was purged of the presbyterian majority 
on the following morning, by colonel Pride. That 
proceeding will be found described in the memoir of 
Marten. Vane alone, among all the independants and 
republicans, refused to share in a triumph obtained by 
such means. He had held a high sense of the claims 
ofthe army to be allowed to throw the weight of their 
opinions into the scale at a moment like the present, 
and while the state was itself in process of revolution: 
he had done his best in aiding them when on former 
occasions they had subdued the strength of the presby. 
terians by the inspiration of a just terror; but this for­
cible exclusion of members, this absolute introduction 
of the sword iuto the house of commons, the scene of 
his best exertions for the people in the past, and the 
source of his best hopes for the people in the future, 
appeared fraught with a danger surpassing every other. 
He took the resolution at once to retire from public life. 
He could not oppose those with whom he had hitherto 
acted in such close union; he knew not whether evell 
now their motives might not be as pure as he held their 
conduct to be mistaken; but in any case he could never 
lend to the act of lawless force they had committed the 
sanction of his character and name. He retired to 
Raby t, and took no further part in public life till after 
the execution of the king. ~ 

It is a profound proof of Vane's political sagacity 
that he disapproved the policy of that great act. Upon 

• History from llaeklntOlh, vL 109. 
t Thil callie had IUftl!red In the wan, for the royaliita made aeveral 

attacka on it in compliment, it mi[lht be IUppooed, to ita owner. While­
locke deoerihea one of them : -" The king''- to..,.,. from Bolton Caltle our. 
prioed Raby Cut Ie, belonging to sir Henry Vane, but were again close 
blocked liP by fore. ralaed by Ilr George Vane." (July 7. 1616. P. 151.) 
ani ~.!:i~~eazJ:':!r~~:~Cb IRed up thl. Interval, are detailed 
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the question of its abstract justice he never delivered 
an opinion. 

He left. his private retirement, and again joined his old 
friends and associates· on tbe 26th of February, 1649. 
He bad been most earnestly entreated to this step by 
Cromwell, and, it is likely, accepted that entreaty as a 
pledge of the purity of intention, with whicb it was 
designed to frame and carry out the government of the 
commonwealth. Nor was the request Cromwell's alone, 
though his still superior influence witb Vane was the 
instrument to procure compliance. There was no lead­
ing man of the party that did not hold the sanction of 
the most eminent republican statesman to be tbe essen­
tial element of their new- republic, or tbat would not 
have considered the outline of proceedings sketched 
hitherto t void and blank, had he refused to fill it up 

• The omiSlion of al\ mention of Vane's fathl!1", the elder Vane,~stiII 
alive and takinlf a feeble part in public aflllin with the men of the com­
monwealth must not Burpri.e the reader. He Bank into a cipher beside 
the Bplendid taientB of his son. It i. seldom that one family has borDe 
twin names of eminence in it. But the truth wal, that old Vane wa 
only fit for such service as he performed under Charles-he was bare!)' 
tolerated among tbe independants for his son', sake. 

t All those proceedings are described in the Life of Marten. .. The 
truth iB, thiB honourable gentleman, having aboented himself from tbe 
parUament, upon that great change and alteration of afllli.. In tbe 
year 1618, lieutenant-general Cromwell, who Bat upon the trial of the 
king, and encouraged the commi.,lonen of the high court of justice to 
proceed to sentence, it being the general vote and desire of the army, that 
the king 'hould be put to death, was importunate with thislII!ntleman aDd 
used many arguments to persuade him to sit again in parliament, and in 
the council of state, and did at length prevail with him to come in." So 
writes Vane'. friend Stubbe, in hia anawer to the calumnies or Baxter. 
Stubbe was one of the mott eminent acholaTl of that or any other period, 
and wa. indebted for the fln! development or hil talents to the regard 
and liberality of Vane. Another passage in hi. vindication or Vane from. 
the attack, of Baxter is worth giving, as Illustrating the contempt _ith 
which one of the .. best abused" men of his tim'!> which Vane certainlJ 
was, could allbrd, in the confldence or hia character and virtue, to pus 
unnoticed all hil wretched alanderer.. I may mentiOn that one or-the ten 
thousand doUrelUbel. against him is preserved a. a specimen in A ppea­
dix (C). .. I presume," IA,. Stubbe to Baxter, .. he looks -upon it II 
below him, and hla great and weighty employments, to write any thin,' 
in hla own vindication: he hath other bu.lnes. to look after, and not to 
Bpend hiB time about the pa8liionate and rash acribbllngs of every blassal 
and engaged person; and therefnre I think it not amist, hulng more 
lelanre and opportunity, not so much from any private or personal re­
spect which I bear to him, as my love to the commonwealth and publle 
interest of these nations, whicb is owned and asserted by him upon jUIC 
and honest principles, to: clear up the innKenc), of that worthy knll!ht, 
and to lIlndicate him, tho",. witAout Au pritIUW "." ~, IiOa 
your lies and .. penIonJ.... • 
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with the authority of his presence, his counsel, his name. 
And yet, notwithstanding all this, it was with much 
difficulty, and in the result of many arguments, that 
Cromwell prevailed with him to accede. He had been 
elected, long before his consent was ascertained, among 
the first members of the council of state, but he did not 
present him~f till the 26th of February, nine days 
after all the council had been installed. A difficulty 
then occurred. On the day on which the instructions to 
the counril of state had been voted;an engagement was 
drawn up and adopted, to be taken-by each counsellor 
previously to- his admission, the purport of which was 
to express his approbation of all that had been done in the 
king's trial, in the abolishing of kingship, and the taking 
away the house of lords,-and this oath was now pre­
sented to Vane. He reful!ed to take it. He did not ap­
prove, he said, of what had been done in the king's trial 
or the king's death. No compromise could meet the 
difticulty. An entirely new oath was eventually drawn 
up, for the satisfaction of sir Henry Vane .• -

The first measure we find traces of; after Vane's ad­
heaion to the commonwealth, is the issue of several new 
writs to the house of- commons. I may mention that 
before his adhesion, the iirat public act of the council of 
state had been to recommend to parliament to vacate 
the appointment of the earl of Warwick (objectionable 
88 a presbyterian) to the offiCe of lord admiral. A bill 
had in eonsequence been brought in and passed, for re­
P"1ing .lord Warwick's ordinance, and vesting the power 

• I. hJ. I""",,hon hll trill. he told thit 10 hit judael: - co When that 

'.: ==~~e;I:.!'.~':.ed~:=~:n~:t:: t;ro:"rc:.::f 
keepiel their leala there, Ibil mille me forbear to come to the pullamenl 
for tile apace of ten weeb, to wit, from the 3d of December, 1648, till 
towarda the middle of February following, or to meddle In any public­
lranuctlona. And durinl that time the matter moot obvioul to excep­
tion, in way of altentlon of the lovemment, did happen. I can there­
fore, truly aay that .. J hili neither eon_t nor vote, at lint, In the reao­
luti_ of the hou_ conoemiDl the nlln-addrealel to hi. late majeaty, 10 
l/either had I, In lhe lent, an1 eoOlent in, or approbation to, hit death. But, 
.... the contrary, when required by the parliament to take an oath, to live 
mJ ~ ... CIt pod 1_, to what waa done, I ulterly refuaed, and 
woulifnot acc:ept of .ittlnl in the connell of .tate upon those Ie ...... but_ 
CaaIned a _1II&Ia-&G1It dR_. wbaeilHbat".. Cllllitted.' 
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of lord admiral in the council of state. The next day 
another act was made, appointing Robert Blake, Edward 
Popham, and Richard Dean, to the command of the 
fleet, -each of whom afterwards made his name fami. 
liar and eminent on the seas. Finally, on the 12th of 
March, a committee of three was named by the council 
to carryon the affairs of the admiralty and navy~ and 
sir Henry Vane was placPd at their head. Wauton and 
Rowland Wilson were the other members of the com­
mittee. Thus, in the administrative genius, the vigour 
and the capacity of Vane, -in the heroic courage, won· 
derful knowledge, and splendid virtues of Blake,-was 
laid the foundation of a naval supremacy for England, 
which she had not seen since Elizabeth's days. 

Bradshaw was elected president of the council on the 
10th of March. Three days later, Milton, the kins. 
man of Bradshaw, was made secretary to the council 
for foreign tongues, which office had been held by 
Weckerlin under the committee of both ki,ngdoms. 
" It is impossible," observes Mr. Godwin, "to consider 
these appointments without great respect. They laid 
the foundation for the illustrious figure which was made 
by the commonwealth of England during the succeeding 
years. The admirable state of the navy is in a great 
degree to be ascribed to the superlative talents and emi. 
nent public virtue of Vane. The naval commanders 
were such as can scarcely be equalled in any age or 
country. The attachment of Milton is equivalent to 
volumes in comm~ndation of Bradshaw. The perfect 
friendship of these three men, Milton, Bradshaw, and 
Vane, is, in itself considered, a glory to the island that 
gave them birth. The council, we are told, took up a 
resolution, that they would neither write to other states, 
nor receive answers, but in the tongue which was com_ 
mon to all, and fittest to record great things, the subject 
of future history. And they fixed on Milton, the 
language of whose .tate papers is full of energy and 
wisdom, and must have impressed foreign states with a 
high opinion.of the government from which they came. 
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The character of the great poet of England frequently 
discovers itself in these productions, without dl'traeting 
in tile smallest degree from the graveness and sobriety 
which the occasions and tbe rank of the nation in whose 
name they were written, demanded. On the other 
hand Milton, who felt 8S deeply as any man, that his 
proper destination was the quiet and sequestered paths 
of literature, conceived that he could not decline & 

public station wben the demand came to him from such 
ml'n, and was that he should devote himself to the 
aervice of that scheme of a republic, which above all 
earthly things he loved:'-

Tbe next question that came to be considered in the 
council of state was, beyond every other question, the 
most important and the most difficult. It related to 
the dismission of the present parliament, and the sum­
moning of another. No popular or representative go­
vernment can be said to exist without successive par­
liaments, and the present house of commons had sat 
for a period unheard of in our history, though fully 
warranted by the critical circumstances of tbe time. 
The passages I have quoted from Vane's statement of 
the" Case of the People," show most clearly, as it ap_ 
pears to me, that the act declaring that this parliament 
could not be dissolved but by their own consent, was 
the comer stone of all their public services; and of all 
the liberty that has since existed in this island. The 
legislature ~t had been guided in their original mea­
sures by Pym and Hampden, and that, after their 
early decease, had been worthily, and in an eminent 
degree in their spirit, conducted by their successors, is 
perhaps, all things considered, "the most illustrious as­
sembly, whose acts are recorded in the history of the 
world." They had now completed all that originally 
they undertook.. "They had conquered the determined 
enemy of parliaments; they had finished the. civil war; 
they had destroyed despotism-for he that had grasped 
the sceptre was no more; and his family, and even the 

• Hiat. oC Com. ill. 33. 
VOL. IV. J[ 
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idea of government to be vested in the hands of a single 
person, was publicly proscribed. All that remained to 
complete their glory, was for them to put an end to 
their authority, and tranquilly to deliver up their power 
into the hands of their successors." 

And this, as it appears to me, would not only 
have completed their glory, but, in all human proba. 
bility, assured the commonwealth's safety. In such 
peculiar cases, in the circumstances of such a change in 
the form of the government, accomplished, be it obBertJed, 
and not merely struggling to its accomplishment as we 
have recently seen it,-more would have been gained 
by trusting the people than by distrusting them.· It 
is right at the same time to listen to what the ablest 
advocates of the course they adopted, bave to say in its 
favour. «.Monarchy," says Mr. Godwin, «was at an 
end; the house of lords was extinguished; it had been 
solemnly decreed that the commons of England in par. 
liament assembled were the supreme authority. But 
all was yet in a stste of convulsion and' uncertainty. 
The tempest might be said to be over; but the atmo. 
sphere was loaded with threatening clouds, and the 
waves swelled this way and that with no unequivocal 
tokens of uneasiness and turbulence. This was the 
task that it fl'll to the present possessors of the legisla­
tive power to perform: to produce that calm, to adopt 
all those preliminary measures, which might enable 
the present parliament safely to deliver up the reins of 
political power to the next. They had advanced far to 
this end. They had erected a council of state, which 
comprised in its body much of what was most extraor­
dinary in talents, and most unquestionable in public 
spirit and disinterested virtul', that was to be found in 
the nation." t «The great statesmen," Mr. Godwin 
continues, "who guided the vessel of the common-

• Was it not proved atlerwardJ, that this would have been the eona:t 
coune, by the independent and spirited tone 88Iumed ""en in the paru .. 
ment. 6ummoned by the Ulurper? They are gianced at in tbe mmnolt 
or Marten. 

t Hist. or Com. Iii. 108. 
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wealth at this time, had established a republic without· 
king, or house of lords, the only government in their 
opinion worthy of the allegiance and support of men 
arrived at the full use of their understanding. They 
felt in themselves the talent and the energies to conduct 
this government with success. They wished to endow 
it with character, and gain for it respect. Having 
shown their countrymen practically what a republic was,. 
they proposed to deliver it pure, and. without reserve, 
into their hands, to dispose of as they pleased. Thill 
was their project. The present state of England was 
of a memorable sort. The great mass of the com~· 
munity, through all its orders, was now, particularly 
after the able and successful administration of the com.' 
monwealth in its first six months, content to submit at· 
least for the present to the existing government. But 
probably not more than a third part of the nation were 
sincere adherents to the commonwealth's men and the 
independents. The other two thirds consisted of royalists 
and presbyterians. Both of these, however, disposed 
for a time to rest on their arms, were but' so much the 
more exasperated against their successful rivals. Both 
these latter parties were for a monarchy, to be established 
in the line of the house of Stuart. Both were averse tI), 

the endurance of any religious system but their own. 
StIlbbe, the protege and intimate friend of Vane, says, 
the supporters of intolerance were five parts in seven of 
tlle inhabitants of England. The objects of Vane and 
Cromwell were the administration of a state without 
the intervention of a sovereign and a court, and the. 
free and full toleration of all modes of religious worship 
and opinion. They would have held themselves ,cri­
minal to all future ages, if they supinely suffered the 
present state of things, and the present operative prin­
ciples to paas away, if they could be preserved. Crom­
well, and Ireton, and Vane, and the rest, were intimately 
persuaded, that by a judicious course of proceeding 
these advantages might be preserved. If things were 
allowed to continue in their present state, !,nd if by 
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a skilful and judicious administration the common­
wealth came by just degrees to be respected both 
abroad and at home, they believed that many of 
those persons who now 100Jted upon it with an uJrkind 
and jealous eye would become its wannest friends. 
They felt in themselves the ability and the virtlte to 
effect this gre~t purpose. The commonwealth was now 
viewed with eyes askance, anti with fee1iBgs of coldness, 
if not of aversion. But, when once it was seen that 
this fonn of gOTernment was pregnant with liI1essings 
innumerable, that it afforded security, wealth, and a 
liberal treatment to all in its own borders, and that it 
succeeded in putting down the hostility of Ireland and 
Scotland, in impreslling, with awe, Holland, Fran~ 
Spain, and the various nations of the continent, and in 
gaining for England a character and a respect which 
she had never possessed under any of her kings, they 
believed that the whole of the people, in a manner. 
would become commonwealth's men, and would hold 
embraced in the straitest bonds of affection, a govern­
ment, to which now they had little partiality. They 
sanp;uinely anticipated that they should effect all this. 
And then how glorious would be the consummation to 
convert their countrymen to the cause of freedom by 
bent'fits and honours, to instil into them the knowledge 
of t~eir true interests by the powerful criterion of ex­
perience, and finally, to dpliver to them the undimi­
nished and inestimable privileges of freemen, saying, 
" Exercise t4em boldly and without fear, for you are 
worthy to possess them:-" 

Such, no douM, was the process of reasoning with 
the purest and loftiest minded of those men - the 
Vanes, the Martens, the Sydueys, the Ludlows, the 
Iretons, the Bradshaws - it may well be disputed in 
the case of Clomwell; but admitting all this, it would 
leem, nevertheless, to have been a grand mistake to 
IUPPCIe that any lasting beneficial impression could 

• Hilt. of Com. Ii. lit -1-19. 
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me been produced in the minds of the people by 
merely administrative talents or glories, however great 
or trilllllphant. What the people wanted in the new 
form of government to lay its foundation deeper in 
their hearts, was what Vane has so ably pointed out 
in the political writings I have qu.oted, new inBtitution. 
follDded on the principles of the old. Granting the 
truth of what Mr. Godwin urges, it amOllDts to this, in 
fact, - that the only present guarantee of the new 
eommonwealth rested. in the army. - Where, then, 
was the guarantee for the Tirtue or fidelity of the 
army ? - To themselves alone, or to men who had 
achieved influenee over them, were they aceountable. 
Remarkable, as the circumstances were, whieh widely 
distinguished them from the character of ordinary 
soldiers, it is yet certain, that when they found them­
selves the guardians of a commonwealth, in which all 
things were unsettled, and in which that very power 
which was more than ever necessary, in such a state of 
government, to hold together the elements of order and 
of liberty - the power and the authority of the people 
- was altogether exeluded, - the temptation was too 
great for men of much more than ordinary virtue. 
tt Qui gardera ks !J8rdien8 ~" 

There is much reason to believe. in my opinion, that 
Vane was over-ruled upon this question. and that he 
afterwards, for that reason, desponded of immediate 
success in the achievement of the great part of the 
republican design.. Some of his speeches in Richard 

... Thll prophet 01' ... or Gal, ill the midst or the greateot lllee_l .. 
the late war, .ben the churchea, parliament, and army reckoned tbeir work 
done; thoullht their mountain 101lrong that they should never be moved; 
taIcI the blttem_ or death aad persecution is over and that nothing 
remained, but (wltb those self-conHdent CorinthiaR.\ to be re1llning 81 
ki ... ; lie ~ered himoelf to be or another spirit, with Paul: be 
.:auld not reign with them. When they thUI mused and spake, • we Ihll1l 
.. , U a queen. we shall koo .. no more eorrow," he would be continuatl,. 
foretelling the ovodowing of the Bner mystical Babylon, IIJ the moot 
..-Iy idolatrous Babylon, and the IlaJing or the true wltn ... eo of Christ 
betweea them both, 81 the conaequence of meh inundation. H8I not he 
hod hillhare In the aceompliahment or hi. own prediction P Have not 
they, by tbeir pride, apoatacy, and treachery, been the oecuion of hil anll 
their own auireringo, who would not believe him, when he prnpheoied of 
IIIda a Iuftring le&lOn. Haye not 800c\0 or J!eIial Judgei, counoeUon. 

itS 
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Cromwell's parliament will, I think, tbrow sollie light 
on this, and an extractfrom his friend Sikes's tribute may 
be urged in 'illustration of it; but these claim a place 
hereafter. One thing is quite certain, that Vane exbi.. 
bited a perpetual uneasiness respecting the dissolution 
of the parliament; was constantly mooting it in some 
form or other; and, as soon as he detected the traitorous 
llesign of Cromwell, distinguished himself by a me­
morable effort to secure those rights for the peopie that 

. had been so long, and as he then at last percei ved, so 
fatally delayed. 

The steps that were taken to strengthen the present 
house may be shortly described. The first of May is 
the day on which we trace the earliest mention of the 
subject in the journals. It was then determined that 
the business respecting due elections and equal repre­
sentatives should be taken into consideration on the 
third day following. I t was mentioned again on the 
fourth and the fifth, and on the eleventh was revived in 
the shape of a debate on the question of putting a period 
to the present parliament, which was referred to a grand 
committee, or committee of the whole house. This 
question appears to have originated with Vane; he was 
chairman of all committees named respecting it. The 
committee of the whole house sat on the fifteenth, and 
prepared a resolution, which was immediately after voted 
by the house, that, previously to the naming a certain 
time for the dissolution of parliament, a consideration 
should be had of the succession of future parliaments, 

witnesses, juron • ..,ldiers of Belial compalsed him about ~ Did Srriptuft, 
law, or reason, signify any thing with them P So the waten went OYer his 
80ul; they took away his life from the eartb. Yea, tbe rage and vi&lence 
of brutish men followed him close at the heels, to biB very execution 
.troke. But, however, it wu with him, u to a certain foreoight of par_ 
ticular events, yet that he could conjecture and opell out the moet reserved 
.consults and .ecret drifts of foreign councils a"ainst us (which the)' 
reckoned u tacita, concealed till executed), the HoDander did experience 
to their cost." So says Sik .. , In hil extraord;IIary pampblet, and reduc.d. 
to the ordinary language It leema to me to ex!?r .... lomethine like tile 
feeling alluded to in the text, The clOling allu"on i. to tha' power _ 
mortslised by Milton as baving been poole .. ed to an eminent degree II)' 
VlIDe-ofunfoiding" the drift: of boll ow stat .. hard to be spell .... " 
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and the regulating their elections. This consideration 
. was referred to a committee, consisting of Vane, Ireton, 
Scot, Nathaniel Rich, Algernon Sidney, and four others, 
·who were to present to the house ·heads proper for their 
deliberation in determining on the subject. They were 
'directed to sit 'every Monday and Friday. It is remark_ 
able to notice the frequent mention of the sittings of 
this committee recorded in the journals, and'the never 
failing presence of Vane. The temporary arrangement 
which dispensed with a dissolution for' the present had 
not dispensed with the sittings of this committee. 

That temporary arrangement was at last effected thus: 
The exact numbers of the house were first ascertained • 
. It had been determined by the Act of the first of Feb­
.ruary, that no person should be admitted to sit and vote 
as a member of the legislature, till he had declared his 
4issent from the vote of the fifth of December, that the 
king's answers to the propositions were a ground to pro­
ceed on for the settlement of the kingdom. The num­
ber of those who on that day voted for the negative was 
eighty-three. But every member was now required to 
.enter his dissent; and by a careful collation of the 
journsls it appears, that the number of these, between 
the twentieth of December and the thirtieth of June 
following, could not be less than one hundred and fifty.­
There were only six writs issued during this period; 
and these were in the room of members deceased. The' 
9th of Jnne msy be considered as the day on which the 
government first manifested its intention of continuing 
the existence of the present parliament. On that day 
it was resolved, that such members of the house as had 
not sat since the beginning of December should stste 
their cases by the last day of the present month to the 
committee for absent members, which if they neglected 
to do, writs should then isaue for new elections in the 
place of those who should so neglect. The question of 
any further new writs in the room of members deceased, 
appears to have been laid aside • 

.• Hilt. of Com. iii. 121-
Jt4 
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The first year of the commonwealth' closed willi 
Cromwell's reduction of the rebellion in Ireland after 
terrible alaughter, and with the trial and acquittal of the 
notorious Lilburne on a charge of treason against the 
government. 

Vane again took his seat in the second year's counell 
of atate. The historian of the commonwealth thus 
notices the gradual construction of the naTal· admi­
nistration over which the great statesman presided:­
"The committee of the admiralty and navy ""II 
first named on the 12th of March, twenty-three days 
from the original instalment of the ~uncil of state, and 
then consisted of only three persons, Vane, Valentine 
Wauton, and alderman Rowland Wilson. Two others, 
Jones and Scot, were added in the course of the month, 
and two more, Purefoy and Stapeley, on the 6t1l of 
June. Vane was all along the principal person in die 
care of the navy of England: when the war broke 
out between the Dutch and the English, he and two or 
three more were appointed commissioners to conduct it; 
and to his activity and skill contemporary writers prin­
cipally ascribe the memorable succea in which that 
contest issued. The committee of the admiralty in the 
second year were Vane, Wauton, Jones, Scot, Purefoy, 
Stapeley, the earl of Salisbury, lord Grey of Groby, 
Alexander Popham, and Robert Wallop." Alderman 
Rowland Wilson (of whom Whitelocke says, "He wu 
a gentleman of excellent parts and great piety, of a solid, 
sober temper and judgment, and very honest and just in 
all his actions, beloved both in the house, the city, and 
the army, and by all that knew him, and his death as 
much lamented") had died immediately before. 

In the exceUence of an administrative system, nothing 
ccruld surpass the arrangements of the commoIlwealth. 
They again renewed this year five other committees in 
the council of state-for the ordnance, Ireland, private 
examinations, the laws, ,and negotiations with :foreign 
powers. These committees all varied in their aIDount, 
being from seven to ~n or twelve membera each, and the 
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_me coUD8ellor of state being often on different com­
mittees. • Immense advantages accrued from this me­
thodical distribution of the business of administration. 
The council at large, whose order-books are preserved, 
auembled for the general affairs of government, and to 
them, in the first instance, were conficl!!d the powers of 
the state. But these different committees, when they sat 
apart, had their attention directed, without distraction, 
to the special business for which they had been named, 
and either prepar~d matters for the guidance and deci­
sion of the council in general, or, al appears from the 
articles of instructions to the council, being of a certain 
I88igned number, were authorised and empowered to 
give directions immediately. as from themselves, in the 
departments collligned to their care. t 

Meanwhile young Charles Stuart was in the field 
against the commonwealth in Scotland, and Fairfax had 
accepted the chief command of the expedition against him, 
when his wife prevailed with him to resign it. By this 
fatal weakness Cromwell was left without a rival in the 
absolute command of the army, and he at once marched, 
cr in glory and in joy," to his great Scotch campaign. 
The battle of Worcester afterwards crowned his tri­
umphs, and settled, for the present, the safety of the 
commonwealth from foreign foes. 

Bat with the opening of this second campaign by 
Cromwell:l:, Vane had manifested his suspicion of her 

• We Bnd the name of '·ane in almost all the various administrative 
__ of the time. And It Is Interesting to observe him engaged, among 
ather things on the measure whach had last occupied the IIreat mind of 
Pym. .. Referred," .y. one of Whitelocke'. notes, p. 392., "to a com.. 
:!e.~ to ~ an act, upon .ir Henry Vane'. report touch\ns tbe ex· 

.. t Hilt. of Com. UL 181. 
t Mr. Godwin, always too partial to the motivea of Cromwell dates hi. 

own IUlplcion or the Intentions of the Ulurper at a IOmewhat (.;ter date. 
u It ... only," he obeenel. "by Ilow degrees tbat he came to entertain 
those ambitious thoughtl, that in the sequel proved fatal to his own cha­
racter and the welfare of his country. But they found entrance; and 
Imperceptiblr they proceeded to undermine the pillan of Integrity and 
honeat,. in h .. bosom. He laW hlmaelf without a competitor. He had no 
equal. He began to dlaclain and despise those with whom he had bitherto 
aeted. Incomparably the man or ttie hlgbeat """iUl he now met in the 
councll-chamber at Whitehall, wu lir Henry Vane. But what wu Vane? 
He .u .. hoD,. udt to command an army. He did nOl poaaeaa that moat 
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-danger from a more terrible treason. We observe it in 
the restless movements that were again resumed in the 
house of commons, on the question of dissolution and 
a new house. We have seen that on the 15th of May, 
1649, a committee had been appointed to take the sub­
ject into consideration. It consisted of Vane, Ireton, 
Scot, Algernon Sidney, and :five other persons, among 
whom Vane had placed his father. Its first report, 
however, was not brought in till the 9th of January of 
the following year, some change having in the mean time 
taken place in the members of which it was constituted, 
and Ireton being on service in Ireland. On that day 
n Henry Vane the younger" introduced it, and its first 
proposition appears to have coincided with the suggestion 
of the Agreement of the People, tendered by the general 
council of the army twelve mouths before, that the re-: 
presentation of the people of England should consiat of 
400 members, though with a distribution to the counties, 
and the towns within them, somewhat different. It re­
ferred the succession of parliaments, and the quali:6.­
cations of the electors and elected, to future consideration, 
and recommended that all members now sitting in par­
liament should be counted in the next parliament as re­
presentatives for the places for which they at present 
sat. The first proposition, that the representatives should 
be in number 400, was voted by parliament on the day 
that the report was brought up. The rest was deferred; 
and Vane seems to have pressed with great anxiety for 
its completion, but without effect. He had consented to 
the provision for the continuance of the present members 
in the house as in some 80rt a necessary compromise in 
the necessities of the case, to enable the original achievers 
and founders of the commonwealth to deliver into the 
hands of the new representatives such a statement as 

glittering and atrlking of human accomplishments, to look through whole 
file. and aquadron. of athletic, well fonned, and well armed moo, and 
inspire them at once with confidence, lubmiuioD,&nd Iwe. and make them. 
move a. If they had ollly one lOu,I1 and march at his wom unlIiDchi ... 
even to the canDon'. mouth," ill. 2!!!, 219. 
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they alone could give of their lIIotives and reasons for 
the late memorable actions, and to report themselves, no 
less than their cause, aright to the unsatisfied; but still 
the dissolution was delayed. Again the committee re_ 
sumed its sittings, and through this and the following 
year would seem to have met upwards of fifty times. 
Still nothing decisive was done. At last Vane procured 
the passing of a resolution, that the subject should be 
again discussed in the house on the 24th of September, 
1651. 

Cromwell had arrived meanwhile from the triumph­
ant field of 'Vorcester, "brooding strange thoughts by 

. the way,"· Finding matters in the house of commons 
brought to this crisis by Vane, he seems at once to have 
decided on practising one of his profoundest arts of de­
ception. He professed broadly his concurrence in the 
measure proposed, and announced his earnest desire for 
a new parliament and a popular repreSentation! Whe­
ther Vane was in any way moved by this to forego his 
suspicions, does not with any certainty appear. 

The debate took place on the day appointed, and on 
the 25th, the house voted, upon a divisioll, Cromwell 
and Scot being tellers for the majority, that a bill should 
be brought in, for fixing a certsin time for closing the 
present parlisment, and calling another; and it was 
referred to Saint John, Whitelocke, Lisle, Prideaux, Say, 
Miles Corbet, and eight others, to prepare the bill. 
Next day the names of Vane, Cromwell, Marten, and 
Salway, were added to this committee; and it was or­
dered that all that came should have voices in their 
decisions. On the lst of October it was directed that 
this committee should sit every afternoon, till the bill 
'Was ready. At the expiration of OBe week the bill was 
brought in, and read a first time, and, two days after, 
a second time. It was then committed to a committee 
of the whole house, which was ordered to sit daily from 
the 14th to the 28th. The committee sat with few 
interruptions till the 4th of November. On that day 

... That man would make himself our kin,!" laid HUSh Peten, who 
lAW him on the road. • 
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it was directed that a new chainnan should take the 
chair; and on the 12th it was found necessary, that the 
aerjeant-at-arms .hould go into Westminster hall, and 
aummon the members, as wen judges as others, to 
attend the house for the further consideration of the 
bill. On the 1 sth the house was desired to examine 
the question, whether it be now a convenient time to fix 
the period at which the sittings of the present parliament 
should cease; and on the 14th it was decided that this 
fDlJ8 a proper time. This decision was not adopted 
without two divisions, the first of fifty to forty-six, and 
the Recond of forty-nine to forty-seven j Cromwell and 
Saint John being in each instance tellers for the majority. 
On the 18th it was voted without a division, that the 
period should be the Sd of November, 1654.-

The conquest of Scotland now led to the incorporation 
of that country with the English legialature. A union 
was devised on large and liberal terms, and the genius 
of Vane, exerted with such effect in Scotland on a pre­
vious most memorable occasion, was thought essential to 
the successful achievement of the measure. He at once 
consented to preceed to Scotland as one of the commis­
sioners for the settlement of the union. It was a trying 
time fl1r such a duty j but his country never required 
his services in vain. "It marks" says Mr. Godwin, "the 
generous and unsuspicious mind of Vane, who consented 
to go upon a journey to Scotland for certainly not less 
than two months, and to leave the lnilitary party with­
out his personal opposition during that term. We may 
also infer from this fact the slow, deliberate, and cautious 
procedure of Cromwell. Vane would scarcely have en­
gaged in this transaction, and have withdrawn himself 
for so long a time from the metropolis, if Cromwell and 
he had not been seemingly on terms of friendship." 

The inatructions to the commissioners were finally 
given on the ] 8th of December. They reached Scotland 
in the course of the following month, and opened their 
proceedings at Dalkeith, six miles from Edinburgh. 

• I ascertaiD these various divilloni from GodwlD'S History 01 the Com. 
305.306. . 
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Their purpose was to summon deputies from the dif-
ferent shireTl Tlf Scotland to mTlTlTl 

and declare the proposed union~ 
sat during of January, and 
of February g Tlt of March they 
Vane and commissionera to 
parliament had made; friTlnk 
statement it TlyynTlrTli! twenty shires and 
borougbs bad already assented to the union. - In con­
sequence of this report the act of union was brought in, 
and read a tirat and a second time on the 13th of April. 
In a very remarkable speech in the parliament of 
Richard Cromwell (reported in the recently published 
Diary, by Burton), in which Vane argued most subtilely 
for the exclnTliTln Ycotch nominees or nknnktr,~rn 
who would majority againnt 
publicans, he tYis act of union in 
related to never been duly 
I insert the:lth as illustrative 
in this famorln ::nd of those sound 
phical views of " laying tott::r::Tl\:m:::f ~ 
in mattera of government we bave been doomed 
to see defeated in these first yeara of the commonwealth. 

" This gentleman's discourse about the Union bas 
called me up. I sball represent the true state of that 
union. Admitting the premises agreed by the whole 
house, I shall the conclusion that it is right, con-
venient, or them to a right, r:itYTln 
law or fact, 

U Those tneat, had their grent 
settlement and lay aside all 
The differen,:::: imposing a king 
We conquer,~d yave them the fruit 
conquest in meding denizens with u::. 

He read the declaratory part, and acknowledged that 
to be the Union, and stated tbe progress of it. 

U It is the interest of tbis nation to own and counte­
nance that Union. None of my arguments shall weakeu 
it. The ordinance for union relates to this declaration. 

• Godwin Hiat. of Com. iii. 3l!O. 
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It was thus brought back again by your members from 
Scotland; that there should be one parliament, by BUo-. 

cessive representatives. This is your Union, and, when 
opened, none will deny it. To the completing of this, 
accordingly, commi8l!ioners attended the parliament. We 
agreed then the number to be thirty-five to represent 

- Scotland. The parliament accepted the result from ours 
and their commissioBers. A bill was prepared to pass, 
if that parliament had not been broken up. In that 
respect, the public faith of the nation was much con­
cerned to promote it. He that will deny it, departs 
from the very cause we have managed. 

" It is to be confel!St!d, the Union was perfected in the 
time of last parliament. It only wanted the last band, 
which should have changed the constitution of parlia­
ment. There was no foundation in law in the long 
parliament to receive them from Scotland or Ireland, 
till we had settled our own constitution. The committees 
that came from Scotland did not sit here, but only treated 
with your committee. 

"You must vary your own constitution, as well to 
make you fit to receive them, as for them to come, and 
therefore I moved that the writs be read. It was the 
true meaning of the petition and advice to distribute it 
so, by reducing their own number, to give place for 
Scotland and Ireland. This the long parliament were 
about to do, to reduce themselves from 500 to 400. 
This was not done that parliament. 1 told you the rea­
son. But this was done by the providence of God, by 
the instrument of government-a new constitution, which 
reduced our own constitution suitable to that for Scot­
land and Ireland-and accordingly the parliament in 5(, 
and 56 1181. This was reserved to be done by the peti­
tion and advice; but prevented also by the providence 
of God. It was left to no person to declare it but 
singly, as that parliament should declare. That was 
left imperfected. 

" It is one thing for us to be united and incorporated; 
another thing to be equally represented in parliament by 
a right constitution. T4ere is a great difference. At 
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soon as you are a representative of that commonwealth, 
then must the thirty be called, and not before. 

t( There being a failure in the petition and advice, as 
to the distribution, they were fain to have recourse to the 
common law and the old statutes. There being no act 
of parliament for another distribution, they were forced 
to call you as we left it in 1648. 

" Now the single question is, whether, by the Act of 
Union, any right was created to anyone shire or bo_ 
rough of Scotland. If they send them, you cannot 
receive them without overturning your own foundation. 
Your being thus called upon the old bottom, when no 
law was afoot to call Scotland or Ireland, your com_ 
mission is clear; otherwise they were brought hither 
upon you, that if you will see it, you may; if you will 
not, you may let it pass. 

"I think you are bound in duty and convenience to 
perfect this Union, both as to the distribution, and all 
other defects. 

" I assert two things, which I would gladly have an­
swered: 1. That those gentlemen that are chosen from 
those shires or boroughs, have no right to sit as members 
of the representative of England, either by statute, com­
mon law, or agreement. 2. That there is no poasibility 
of receiving them, till you agree, by act of parliament, 
on the distribution, and other things. To say the chief 
magistrate may do it, is expressly against the petition 
and advice. He cannot do it, it being neither in law, 
state, nor in the commission. 

" Durham had as much a possessory right; why was 
not bis oath broken as well in that as in this? Haply 
he knew more what the people of Durham would say, 
when it was applied to. 

&, Honestly ani uprightly make it your first business 
16 settie your own etm8titution. It is said, you go slowly 
on. Whose is the fault? If no new commission had 
been sent out, you might have gone on to have done a 
great deal of good. This is an imposing upon you. 

U I would have this to be your first business,-To lay 
foundations. Obstructions in the fountain are danger-
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ous: that body cannot live. There is no remedy, but 
to do that by law which cannot possibly be done without 
it. The ringle pet'80n maya, well ,end one hundred tu 
thirty, and allfor one place, and '0 rule your debater tu 
he pletue,. This is the highest breach that can be. 
Where are you, or porterity, upon the account of pru­
dence? You 8ee how the ,tate of your affair, i, abroad : 
how the Swede i" rince your mighty debate. France and 
Spain are tJery likely lIpeedily to agree ! 

" It is an ill time for any man to assume-to rule with_ 
out a parliament. In this juncture of time, I believe 
the ,protector does not know the state of this business. 
If any counsel, him to the contrary, it will fall heavy 
upon them. I,hope you will not call it an excremen­
titious formality: it is the very essence and being of 
your priVilege. . 

" Put the question, whether they have by law a right 
to sit, and that they may withdraw. If they do not, 
it is against the law of nature and nations to deny it. 
If they have no right by law to lit, none will insist 
upon it that they ought to continue." 

The commencement of hostilities with Holland fur­
nished a great occasion for the display of the genius of 
Vane, in affairs of government. It had already shone 
forth in the pre-eminent success of his naval adminis­
tration, in the matter of prince Rupert's expedition ; and 
left foreign nations, repeating the names of Vane and 
Blake, to wonder wherein Jay the secret of English 
success, whether in the genius of the council chamber 
of the commonwealth, or the bravery of her sons upon 
the waves. 

During a portion of the Dutch war, Vane was not 
only at the head of naval affairs, but also president of 
the co,uncil, and his exertions were almost incredible.· 

... The next branch of hi. public usefUln.... in a political capacity, 
was his most bappy dexterity at making the best ofa war, Armies are to 
Imall purpose abroad, unles. there be sage counsel at bome. He heartU, ' 
laboured to prevent a war with Holland, but the Bons of Zerviah. a military 
party (that too much turned war into a trade), were too many for him 
10 that P."int. He therefore set himself to make the best of a war} fOr his ' 
country s defence. In tbis war, at'.er some dubious Bghts, (wnile the 
immediate care of the lieet was in other bands,) be with five otbers were 
appointed by the parliament, to attend tbat alf'~ir. Hereupon be became 
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When the war'began, the Dutch were lords of the ocean. 
It They were in the full vigour of their strength, and had 
never yet, by sea, felt the breath of a calamity. They 
looked with contempt and impatience on the pJ:Oud 'atyle 
the commonwealth had assumed. Our navy was com­
paratively nothing: theirs covered the ocean with their 
1IiIs." Before the war had concluded, the united pow_ 
ers of Vane and Blake' had, nevertheless, struck down 
the pride of the united provinces, and conferred on 
their beloved country that glorious title of mistress of 
the seas,1 which, to the present day, she has 80 glori­
ously maintained. 

A temporary reverse, which was deeply felt at the 
time, only served to set off' more brilliantly, the subse­
quent exertions of Vane, and the success which crowned 
them. Blake, with only thirty-seven ships under his 
immediate command, had encountered Van Tromp, in 
the Downs, with a fleet of eighty sail, on the 29th of 
November, 1652. The fleet of the English admiraJ, 
imperfect as it was in number, was not even in proper 
lighting order; but it WBl' Blake's grand creed-, that 
the English flag should never decline the 'challenge of 
au enemy, whatever his advantages; and the advice of 
his ofticera, it is said, coinciding with his own, deter .. 
mined him to engage. The battle was fought with the 

'utmost gallantry on both sides for about five hours, 
when night came on, and enabled Blake to abandon the 
light and escape into harbour with the loss of two ships, 
and others in a shattered atate. Blake's ahip ,was the 

the happy and speedy contriver or that lueceatul tleet that did, our work 
In a yet'y critical Ie&IOn, when the Hollander Yapoured upon our leu, 
took pri&el at pleuure, hovered about our porte, and w .. read, to apoll 
all HII report to the hoUle, .. to the war-lhlpa by bim ~Ited ordered, 
..... ent fortb In 10 Uttle time, to find tbe enemy work, aeem;;;i a thing 
IDCredIble." The foresollll II the teltimoay of flilr.ee, an unlmpeae/jable 
wltn .... 

• Another noble article In Blake'. creed may be recorded bere, In COD­
tzaR to the conduct of Cromwell. He WAi tbe Jltauncheot of republieano I 
but It u recorded of bim that, on racei.i", tbe news of the dllperalon of 
the long parliament, be at on"" I.ued an order to the men of the fleet, 
&bat tbeir duty .. _men w.. to defend tbeir country apiDot foreip 
C/lemleo, and not to medlde witb poUticai a8ldro. ' 

VOL. IV. L 
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most forward and fiercely engaged, and- he was himself 
wounded. .. The victorious Dutchman, drunk with his 
triumph, afterwards paraded his fleet up and down the 
English channel, with a broom fixed to his masthead, in 
derision of having swept the English navy from the sea. 

For this he was BOOn punished, by the unparalleled 
efforts of Vane. The difficulty was a disastrous one at 
the moment, but his energies rose to the occasion. On 
the 29th the battle had been fought. Not many days 
after, Vane reported the navy estimates to the house, 
and it was at once resolved that 40,0001. per month 
should be devoted to the navy. The next and .most 
difficult point was to raise the revenue to meet such 
an appropriation; but Vane's energy and capacity sur. 
mounted it. He brought in a bill, and had it at once 
read a first and second time, to sell Windsor Park, 
Hampton Couit, Hyde Park, the Royal Park at Green­
wich, Enfield Castle, and Somerset House, the proceeds 
of the whole to be for the use. of the navy. In the 
beginning of February, Blake was put to sea by Vane, 
with eig,hty ships of war, and BOOn fell in with Tromp, 
at the head of· a squadron of equal size, convoying 200 
merchantmen. A battle commenced on the 18th of 
February, off the Isle of Portland, which, for the weight 
of the armaments engaged, the determined bravery of 
the combatants, the length of' time during which it 
lasted; and the brilliancy of its results, far transcended 
every previo~s naval action on record; and has never, 
perhaps, been since surpassed. It was fought and re­
newed through three successive days, and at the end 
of the third day Blake conquered. He captured or 
destroyed eleven ships of war and thirty merchantmen, 
slew 2,000 men, and took 1,500 prisoners. His own 
ships suffered severely, but only one was sunk, and after 
her crew had been brought away; but his number slain 
is stated as nearly equal to that of his enemy. 
. Thus splendidly did Vane and Blake close the battles 
of that republican commonwealth whose own termination 

• Hist. from lIfackinlooh, vt 168. 
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WIUI now near at hand. Vane and Cromwell were at 
last on the eve of an open rupture. 

Before it is described, an interesting circums~nce 
claims our notice. During the progress of "ane's bril~ 
liant administration of the government, Milton had ad. 
dressed to him his famons sonnet; and at the same time, 
as if with the view of composing those fatal differences 
between them, which threatened the state with calamity, 
by showing how the glories of each might be celebrated by 
the same impartial pen, the divine poet forwarded another 
and not less famous sonnet to Cromwell. That to Vane 
was first published in Sikes's book; and it is a singular 
circumstance that it escaped the notice of the first editors 
of Milton, and was only subsequently included in his 
poems. It had been sent privately to Vane, who fur. 
nished the copy to Sikes. I present it precisely as it 
was first printed, and with the commentary I have 
already referred to. ' 

"The character of this deceased statesman," says 
Sikes, "I shall e.xhibit to you in a paper of ve~ 
composed by a learned gentleman, and sent him, July S. 
1652. 

• ~':' ~~~"':: !n.!:r:~:!t~ ~~ "l:~~Cil old, 
The helm of Rome, when gowns, not arms, repe\l'd 

The fierce Eperiot and the Ar~can bold. 

• Whether to settle peace or to unfold 
The drill of hollow state., hard to be spell'd, 
Then to advise bow war may, .... t upheld, 

Move by her two main nerv~ iron and gola, 

• In all her equipage: .... id .. to know 
Both Ipiritual power and civil, what each means 
What .. yen each, thou h .. , learn'" which few ~ave done, 
The bounds of eitner IWOrd to thee we owe; 
Therefore on thy 61"11) hand Religion lean. 
In peaee, and reckons tbee her eldest I0Il.' 

tt The latter part of this sufferer's elogy in the above 
mentioned verses, concerns his skill in distinguishing 
the two swords or powers, civil and spiritual, and the set­
ting right bounds to ~ach. He held that. the magistrate 
ought to keep within the proper sphere of civil juris. 

.. diction, and not intermeddlt:: with men's consciences, ~ 
. L 2 . . 
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~ay of imposition and force, in matters of religion anel 
divine worship. In that healing question, for which he 
was wounded by the late protector (so called), he did suf-
6ciently manifest this to be as well the magistrates' true 
interest as the people's just security. 'Tis observed by 
More and others, on various accounts, that the Roman 
emperors owning and incOrporating Christianity with' 
the laws of the empire, strengthened the in~st of the 
formal Christian, and drove the true spiritual worshipper 
into the wilderness. While magistrates pretend, and, 
it may be, verily think they are doing Christ a high 
piece of service by mch fawning and formal compli­
ance, they are directly involved in theanti-christiatt 
interest, for the presecuting of Christ in his tme spi­
ritual members. 

"This lover of his nation, antill88erter of the just 
rights and liberties thereof unto his death, W8I alao for 
limiting the civil power, delegated by the people to their 
trustees in the supreme court of parliament, or to anr 
magistrates whatsoever. He held, that there are certaiD 
fundamentsl rights and liberties of thenation,that carry 
such a universal and undeniable consonancy with the 
light of nat1lre, right reason, and. the law of God, that 

. they are in nowise to be abrogated or altered, but pre-
served. What less than this can secure people's lives, 
liberties, and birthrights, declared in Magna Charta, 
and ratified by two and thirty parliaments since? Let 
but once this truth be exploded and blown away, all 
the rights and liberties of the nation will soon go after 
it, and arbitrary domination and rapine may securely 
triumph over' all. Deny that there are any funda­
mental irrepealable laws, and who can be secure as to 
life, liberty, or estste? For, if by an over-mling stroke 
of abused prerogative, a majority in parliament can be 
proeured that will pull up all the ancient mischief by a 
new law, nurIre reason and dUty treason, and that poll 
factum too; in this case, he that did things most ra­
tional and justifiable by unrepealed or irrepealable 
Jaws yesterday, may be condemned by a law made poll 
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/4Ctum, and executed to-morrow. By this means judges 
may be put into a most unhappy capacity of justifying 
the wick«:d, and condemning the righteous, under colour 
of parliamentary authority; in both which things the1 
are an abomination to the Lord." 

Vane waa now uaing the same unparalleled exertions 
he had made for Blake, to avert the despotism of Crom_ 
well But Cromwell had completed all his pla.ns, and 
was more than prepared for the opposition which «even 
his own beloved Vane" (aa Clarendon expresses it) was 
organising against him. It should be remarked, that 
his motives for iDstant procOOu,e had not been lessened 
by the meaaure Vane had included in his recent adminis.­
trative plans, of the sale of Hampton Court, at that 
tUoe in CromweU'1i trust. Vane had also, aa soon as 
Blake left fur sea, procured a resolution of the house of 
commoDs, appointing the 3d of November, 1653 (in. 
stead of the 3d of November, 1654, before fixed on, aa 
I have said1 for the parliament's dissolution ... Roger 
Williams, Vane's old friend of earlierye8JIS in his govern­
ment of, New England, waa staying at this time in 
Vane's country residence in Lincolnshire. and we find 
him writing over to his friends of New England;­
tr Here is great thoughts and preparations for a n~ 
parliament. Some of our friends are apt to think a new 
parliament will favour us and our cause more than this 
has done •• 

Up to this moment, therefore. Vaue wow.d seem not 
to bave despaired. Yet Cromwell's plans had left him 
not a single possibility of BUCce8ll. His inlltrUment waa 
the army, and his immediate agents the republican 
otlicers. These otlicel'll had been first most thoroughly 
deceived; and the silly simplicity of 'their enthusiasm 
appears to have deserved betrayal They professed, 
aod indeed felt, almost all of them, a rooted aver­
sion to the government of a single person. Crom­
well, therefore, had first to «convince them that Vane 

• Daten', HiatorJ 01 New EnsJand, L '.l1li1. 
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and Bradshaw and Marten, the great apostles of the 
republican school, and whom he had taught them before 
to look upon with implicit reverence, were dishonest ;" 
he hail next to purge himself from the imputation of 
personal motives, and every alloy of the love of great­
'ness and the love of power. All this he did; and as 
·Mr. Godwin observes, . « by degrees, by multiplied pro­
testations of the purity of his views and a self-denying 
temper, and by an apparent frankness, and the mani­
'festations of a fervent zeal, he succeeded, and formed to 
himself a party as strong and as completely moulded to 
his suggestions and his will, as the boldness of his pur­
poses required." 

It appeared subsequently, (and the circumstance may 
possibly explain some of the difficulties of Vane's' po­
sition in holding out the existence of the o~d parliament 
so long) that Cromwell's plan had not always been that 
of a violent dissolution, but that, as far back as the 
preceding October, he had brought about variO'll8 meet­
ings between the officers of the army and certain mem­
bers of the parliament opposed to Vane, for the purpose 
of convincing the latter, of the necessity of putting a 
speedy end to their sittings. There were ten or twelve 
such meetings in all, and Cromwell's proposition appears 
to have been that, the parliament being dissolved, the 
government ad interim should be entrusted in the hands 
of a small number of persons of honour and integrity, 
and whose characters should be well known to the 
public. The number mentioned was forty. They 
were to supersede the council of state, and to consist of 
members of parliament and officers of the army.- The 
secret object of this was to prepare the way for his own 
supremacy or kingship, by removing every existing 
legislative and executive body that had the appearance 
of being founded upon the customs and institutions of 
England. The proposed senate, or council of forty, 
lVould have been moulded in a manner agreeable to his 
wishes; or at worst, he depended upon having a 

•• ParL Hilt. u.158. 
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ml\iority among them whom he could render subservient 
to his purposes. And all this the military republicans, 
saints of democracy, and men of the fifth monarchy, 
simply and gravely listened to, as auguring a blessed re­
public on the earth - while to these vpry men the 
wise and practical counsels of Vane were denounced as 
visionary ! 

~'Cromwell," says the historian of the common­
wealth, "by calumnies, and the most insidious sug­
gestions, succeeded in alienating the major part. of the 
army from the leaders of the parliament. His tim 
topic was that they were statesmen who, without un­
dergoing hardships and being exposed to dangers them­
selves, were willing to use the army as their tool, and 
felt no genuine interest~in its prosperity and happiness. 
The next argument was, that these lazy men, these 
e baleful, unclean birds, perched as they were at fortune's 
top,' divided all the good things and the emoluments of 
the stste among them, totally insensible to the adver­
sities and privations which such a system inevitably 
entailed upon men of greater merit than themselves. 
Vane he treated as an obscure visionary. whose specu­
lations no man could understand, and who, while he 
pretended to superior asnctity and patriotism, had no 
bowels of compassion for such as were not ready to en­
gage themselves, heart and soul, in his projects. Others, 
agreeably to the austerity of the times, he exclaimed 
against as men of loose morals, and, therefore, unfit to be 
entrusted with the public aafety. His own professed 
object was equality, and a pure commonwealth, without 
,. king, or permanent chief magistrate of any kind." 

All was now prepared for submiBBion, except the un_ 
quenchable resolution of Vane. On the 2Othof April 
1658, he hurried down to the house of commons, re_ 
solved to make a last effort to sustain the republic. 
By his exertions within the last month, all the amend­
JD,eats from his report on the diBBolution bill had already 
been decided on in the 8ucceBBive sittings of the house; 
and all that now remained was the third. reading, and 

L 4 . 
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that sanction of the parliament which should gi.e the 
bill the force of a law. Vane, on his arrival in the 
house, at once rose and vehemently urged the neeessi.ty 
of passing through these latter forms at once, imploring 
them, for the most pressing reasons, to hazard DO further 
delay. Upon this a debate arose, for Cromwell had 
iustructed his myrmidons. Harrison spoke in remon­
strance and expostulation, and was answered more 
warmly still. 

Meanwhile Cromwell with his military cabal were 
sitting in consultation at Whitehall. He had dismisaed 
many who happened to be members of the house on 
the first announcement of ita sitting, but still remained 
himself with a few others. At length colonel Ingoldsby 
re-appealed from the house, in violent haste and excite­
ment, and told him, that if he meant to do any thing, 
he had no time to lose.· Cromwell hastily commanded 
a party of soldiers to be marched round to the house of 
commons, and, attended by Lambert and five or six 
other officers, at once proceeded there himself. Some 
of the soldiers he stationed at the door and in the lobby, 
and led some files of musqueteera to a situation just 
without the chamber where the members were seated. 

"In p¥n black clothes, with grey worsred stock­
ings," Cromwell quietly made his appearance on the 
1I00r of the house of commons. Vane was urging 
passionately the necessity of proceeding to the last stlfll 
of the bill with the omission of immaterial fOlDls­
such as the ceremony of engrossing. Cromwell stood 
for a moment, and then "sat down as he used to do in 
an ordinary place." After a few minutes he beckoned 
Harrison. « Now is the time," he said, tc I must do 
it!" Harrison, doubtful, at the instant, of the eWect of 
what Vane was urging, advised him to consider. " The 
work, sir," he added, "is very great and dangerous," 
<I You say well," retorted Cromwell, hastily, and "&at 
still for another quarter of an hour." The questiOB 

• Whltelockej 539. ; Perfect Politician, 168. 
t Lelceoter'. oUlnals, 192.; SydneJ Papen, by Blencowe. 
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WI8 now alio'ut to be put, when Cromwell suddenly rose, 
"put off his hat and spake." "At first," BByS lord 
Leieester (on the information, no doubt, of Algernon 
Sydney,) "and for a good while he spake to the com­
meudation of the parliBInent, for their pains and care 
of the public good; but afterwards he changed his 
style, told them of their injustice, delaytl of justice, 
self interest, and other faults" - in other words, he 
poured out, according to the reports of every one pre­
sent, a vehement torrent of invective. Vane rose to 
1eJJi0nstrate, when Cromwell, as if suddenly astonished 
himself at the extraordinary part he was playing, 
stopped and said-" You think, perhaps, that this is 
not parliBInental'y language - 1 know it!" Then, 
-ys lord Leicester, "he put on his hat, went out of 
his place, and walked up and down the Etage or floor 
iJJ the midst of the house, with his hat on his head, 
and chid them soundly, looking B9metimes, and pointing 
particularly upon some persona, as sir R. Whitelocke, one 
of the commissioners for the great ~ and sir Henry 
Vane, to whom he gave very sharplangusge, though he 
fItImed them -not, but by his gestures it was well known 
he meant them." One person, he said, (aiming, lord 
Leicester adds, at Vane,) "might have prevented all 
tWa, but he was a juggler, and had not 80 much as 
common honesty. The Lord had done with him, how_ 
ever, and chosen honester and worthier instruments for 
carrying on bis work." All this he spake, says Ludlow, 
"with so much pa88ion and composure, as if he had 
been distracted." Vane's voice was heard once more, 
and sir Peter Wentworth and Marten seconded him. 
U Come, come," raved Cromwell, "I'll put an end to 
your prating. YOll are no parliament. I'll put an end 
to your litting; Begone! Give way to honester men." 

The tyrant then stamped his foot very heavily upon 
the floor: the door opened, and he was surrounded 
by musqueteers with their arms ready. "Then the 
geueral," says Lord Leicester, " pointing to the speaker 
iD his chair, said to Harrison, 'Fetch him down;' Har-
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rison went to the speaker and spake to him to come 
down, but the speaker sate still and said nothing. 
< Take him down,' said the general; then Harrison went 
and pulled the speaker by the gown, and he came down. 
It happened that day that Algernon Sydney sat next to 
the speaker on the right hand. The general said to 
Harrison, < Put him out.' Harrison spake to Sydney 
to go .out, but he said he would not go out, and sat still. 
The general said again, • Put him out;' then Harrison 
and Worsley (who commanded the general's own regi­
ment of foot) put their hands upon Sydney's shoulders, 
as if they would force him to go O\l.t. Then he rose 
and went towards the door. Then' the general went to 
the table where the mace lay, which used to be carried I 

before the speaker, and said, < Take away these bau­
bles i' so the soldiers took away the mace."-

Helpless in the midst of this extrsordinvry scene, 
the members had meanwhile ,been gradually withdraw­
ing. As they passed Cromwell, he ~dressed. the lead­
ing men with passionate bitterness. He accused alder­
man Allen of embezzlement, and Wbitelocke of gross 
injustice. He pointed to Challoner, and told his sol­
diers he was a drunksrd; he called after a4' Peter 
Wentworth, that he was an adulterer; and as his old 
friend Harry Marten passed him, he asked if a whore­
master was fit to sit and govern. Vane passed him 
among the last, and as he did 80, .. said aloud, < This 
is not honest! Yea - it is against morality and common 
honesty!'" Cromwell stopped for an instant, as if to 
recollect what vice he could charge his great rival 
with, and then addressed to him, in a loud but 
troubled voice, the memorable words, .. Sir Harry Vane, 
sir Harry Vane - The Lord deliuer me/rom rir Ha"., 
Yane ! " He was now master. He" seized on the 
records, snatched the act of dissolution from the hand 
of the clerk," commanded the doors to be locked, aDd 
went away to Wbitehall.t 

.. Lel_'. Journal., pp. 140-1.1. 
t I bave taken the yarious polnll In the fore&oIng _I fhJm YCrJ 
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Cromwell that day liC "Ktehall, he 
was the absolute dictator of three kingdoms: when 
Vane reached his own home, he was once more a pri­
vate man, with no authority in the state, with little for-
tun,' ' from what " devoted to 
his with no the world 
saw' his genins dis virtue. who would 
have chosen betwixt them? 

This memorable long parliament had many glorious 
epitaphs written over it. " It was thus," says Ludlow, 
" that Cmmwell contrinrd to be rid of this~'arliament, 
that hnil drrformed things,' subdued 
their in Englnnd, d,,,tland, an,lliw1""d; estab-
lished liberty of th" d""hl,,; reduced h "'gdom the 
or Portugal to such terms as they thought fit to grant; 
maintained a war against the Dutch with that conduct and 
success, that it seemed now drawing to a happy conclu_ 
sionrlilir,vvred at sea; '",':r",ed "ur trade, 
and a for the of the 
natim, , And howeveT n',alice of ""emies may 
endeavour to deprive them of the glory which they 
justly merited, yet it will appear to unprejudiced pos­
terity, that they were a disinterested and impartial paT-

many "':r:;;t;;,al!fi,~ th;~C~~" ' , ' I!~est '"-R.-: ,:~, :" "dock., Lud, 
~:tth03r, ~",~M % s of It he time my"wm ~C:~~e th~ ~~- ~"~;£:~¥~~~.!it 
of the narrative, to .ubJOIn the II official" account of the incident pub .. 
lithe<! two or three days after in Cromwell's paper_the Mercuriul Po. 
liticUl. U Westmin.ter, April2V. The lord general delivered in parlia­
ment divn-. retutml wherefore a present period should be put to the litting 
of tbi", parliament i and it was ac~ording]y done; ~~ 8pe~er .a,!d the 

~~~~}~~~~~~~~ 
m1abt have been the wealthiest oCthe wealthv, But let us hear Site.:­
II Suth were hi. abilities for diapatch oC a bu;ineu if good, or hindering 
it if ill. that had hi. hand been 81 open to receive as otbert to ofter, in that 
lind, he might bave treasured up BUYer as dUll Many hundreds 1'" 
amtum have been offered to lome about him, in CBle they could but 

~~~~~;~ax ji!~h ~~:I~ :~!;;:~~~ ±~n t:L~E 
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iiament, they had the BO¥eceigu pZ?'0'0er 
the three in tbeh haeds ftT tht spa??e of ten or 
twelve years, did not in all that time give away among 
t%iemi'Ji51vee Si? IDt?th theE?F forTTs S?k'~nt in thr?~ mmtth?~" 
" ThuB it pleased God," says the cautious Whitelocke, 

that thiB _,,??bly, fanll,us throuyh tYe ??lurld for 
undertakings, actions, and succesaes, having subdued all 
tdeir ,1nemif's, Wf,re tdemf1??lv??, OV???'thruwn und wrln,,,l 
by their own servants; and those who they had raised, 
?2??W down th,g m?l??ter? an example k'eveT to 
forgotten, and scarceld to be paralleled in any story, by 
which all persons m,y br instructed how un?wrtaln anh 
tsnbjtsd to uhande all w,ddly fdrain! are, and how adt 

to fall w~~~;~,::~~nth!:ed~~~~ ?j:;~;:~ne,t:; 
unworthy action." tc The parliament, observes the 
ni",mtrthlishril "h"cR n,~,m, bd th" hlesr~ 
ing of God, restored the commonwealth to a happy and 
trtlentif?tl c?}nditinn, end tde bnes fuere n1'e&t, 
the people were rich and able to pay them; they bad 
??"me huncRr,,,d, thou"??,,d in tdeir dUl'8t, an,T we,?? 
free from enemies in arms within and without, except 

D,?tch, wh"m td,y h,h benten, nnd seef 
upon hfwounble terms, And now they fell, 
they thought it was time to dehver the peopl, 

I'?','m their hurthens, mhicb cout?TI nnt be but bI' di,hand~ 
ing unnecessary officers and soldiers," "Wnen Van 
Tromp," n'±ys Alkernrn ?j?jdney, "et ?,pon 'BlbPe 
Folkestone Bay, the parliament had not above thirteen 

th,eeS,,?fe, nnd nut mari that had ev?" 
seen any other fight at sea, than between ,a IIlerchant.. 

lnd a p,?rain, to np,pOWi the lnst In htemorlfl 
'1;'ut, s~ch was the power of,wisd?m ~nd in~rit! in 
"nflse ,nat ,,?"'t at the nelm, ann the?? dilinenin? In f"uUlf-

f1,en only for tbeir merit was attended with such 
success, th~t in ~wo years our 51""ts .grew be 11 famon? 
a, OUf' lami nrnn,s, th, relmtst1m and power of our 
nation rose to a greater height than when we pOliiie8Sed 

bettnr hili F,nnce, nnd hnd the ld".gs ,?f !"nmn2 
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and. Scotland for our pritioneI'll." And these tributes 
may be closed with the words of one who had been a 
bitter and a scornful enemy. "Thus, by their own 
mercenary servants," exclaims Roger Coke, "and not a 
sword drawn in their defence, fell the haughty apd vic­
torious Rump, whose mighty actions will scarcelv " find 
belief in future generations. And, to say the tl'Ilth, 
they were a iace of men, most indefatigable and indus­
trious in busineBB, always seeking for men fit for it, and 
neTer preferring any for favour, nor by importunity. 
You scarce ever heard of any revolting from them j no 
mnnnur or complaint of seamen or 8OldieI'll. Nor do I 
find that they ever pressed any in all their wars. And, 
IS they excelled in the management of civil aff&irs, 80 

i~UBt ~ owned they exercised in matters ecclesiastic 
no 1hIeh- severities, as either the covenanters, or otheta 

, before them, did upon such as dissented from them. 
Nor were they leBS 'forward in reforming the abwies of 
the common law." 

It is right, before following Vane to bis retire­
ment, to place the reader in poueBBion 'of the exact 
question between Cromwell an;d that great statesman, 
which we have seen thus insolently silenced by the appli­
cation of brute force. This can only be done by stating 
the provisions of the bill on which Vane was content 
to rest bis case with the people and posterity. 

But this bill was never afterwards found! Crom­
well bimself seized it from the hands of the clerk, and 
no copy of it remains upon record. By a careful exa­
mination of the journals, however, I have gathered auf­
ficlent information on the sulQect to leave no doubt of 
the general provisions of the bill-, or of the nature of 
many of Its more important details. 

• Ludlow, in hll Memol .... applles the following Retch, which 10 cor­
raboratlve of the aceurac), or whilt io llated In the t81t : -" The act for 
pultin,a period to the parliament 10" It III before a committee of the 
wbole houae, who hid mode a collliderable progreoo therein, h.vlng IIIP'I!ed 
upon a more equal diltrlbutioD of the power of election throughout 'Eog. 
IaDd. And whema formerl),oome borough. that hid ocarce a lIoUle upon 
them, chose two memben to be their repreoentulv .. In parliament (juat 
II IUIlJ .. the ,.._t citieo lu Eaglaod, London oolJ excepted), and the 
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I hue already mentioned that Vane was the author 
of the reports from the select committee, presented at 
various intervals to the house. Tracing these through 
the innumerable allusions and votel and divisions re­
corded concerning them in the journals,' a tolerably 
complete abstract of it may be made. ,The number of 
representatives he fixed at 400. He recommended the 
abolition of the right of voting in the smallest b.orougbs, 
and proposed to throw the members into the larger 
counties; to give seven members to London and the 
liberties thereof; and to give members to all the larger 
cities and towns in England theretofore unrepresented. 
He presented to them the following list of the numbers 
of members to which he thought the counties of England 
and Wales, including the cities and boroughs withio 
them, fairly entitled; and he left the particular dis­
tribution of members to each county, city, or borough, 
to the " pleasure of the house,"· 

BedCordshlre, and all the placea 
within the same - 6 

Buckinghamahire. &c. - 9 
Berkshire, &0. _ _ 6 
Cornwall, &c.. • 10 

~::::~r~~:: "eo . : : 
Cheshire, "0. • 5 
Derbyshire, "e. • 5 
Devonshire, &c. .. 20 
Dorsetahire, "c. - • 8 
Durham, "e. • 4 
Easex, "e. • Ii 
Gloucestenhire1 "e. • 8 
HertCordshlre, Be. • 6 

HereCord.hire, and all the places 
'within the same • • 6 

Himtingdonshire, &Co • 4 
Kent, "c.' - 18 
Leicestenhire, "c. - 6 
Lincolnshire, &c. .. 15 
Lancuhire, &e. • - - It 
Middl .. e", "0. (except London) 6 
London and the Liberties thereof 7 
NorColk, &e. _ 14 
N orthamptonshlre, &e. _ 8 
Northumberland, &e. _ 8 
Nottinghamshire, &e. • 6 
Oxfordshire, .!to. • 6 
Rutlandshire, "0. • ~ 

.Insle county of Cornwall elected forty_four, when E!oex, and other COUD­
Ii .. bearing as great a share In the paJrnent oC taxes, sent no more ibID 
six ot eight; tbis unequal representation of the people the parliament ... 
IOlved to correct, and to permit only some of the prinCipal cities and 
boroughs to choose, and that for the m ... t part but one representative, the 
city of London only excepted, which, on account of the great proportioo 
of their contributious and taxes, were allowed to elect lix. The relit of the 
400, whereof the parliament was to consl.t ("".ide. 'hOle '''at /lenJCd for 
Ireland tlod Scotltltul), were appointed to be chOlen by the several 00 ..... 
ties, in as near a proportion as was possible to the sums- charged upon 
Ihem for lhe service of lhe state, and all men admitted to be e1ecton who 
were worth 200/. in lands. leases, or goods. "- ii~ 435. 436. 

• It i. right to state that the.e detail. were published by the .,..-. 
writer in some papers written during the diseussion of the reform bill iD 
1831, and afterwards republished in the Time. newspaper, then ably ODd 
earnestly advocating that measure. 
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Sldlmlabi .... and all the placea 

within the laDle - - 6 
Salop, ac. - 8 
Surrey, &c. • - • 7 
Southamptonshire, &c. • • 13 
Su/lblk, &C, _ • - 16 
SOm.nctahi .... Ike. • 14 
Suaaex, Ae.. • 14 
Westmoreland, &co • 3 
Willlhire. Ac. - 13 
Warwickahire, &c. • 7 
WOICeIIterahire, &C. - 7 
yorkshi .... Ikc. ·24 

Ang'eaey, and alI tbe places with. 
in the lame - ... ... 1 

Brecknockahi .... &co • 2 
Cardiganlhire, Ite. - II 
Carnarvonlhire Ike. • 1 
Denbigb.hire, &e. • II 
Flintshire. &c. 1 
G1amorg.nlhire, Ite. • 3 
Merionethlhire. &c. ... 1 
Monmouthshire, Ae. • 3 
MontgomQl'y.hire, &tc. - 51 
Pembrok .. hire, Ae. • 3 
Radno .. hi .... Ike. • II 

With respect to qualification, he suggested that the 
elective franchise in towns should be exercised· by all 
housekeepers of a certain rental (which he left to the 
determination of the house) and with an earnestness 
rendered remarkable by events of our own day, while 
he pressed the necessity of extending the franchise 
in counties, he urged the danger of vuting it in thoBe 
tenantB whoBe tenure of estate Bubjected them to perpetual 
control. His plan was to give the right of voting in 
counties to all persons Beiaed in an utate of freehold of 
lands, tenements, or other profits of the clear yearly 
value of 4OB.;-all tenants in ancient demesne;­
customary tenants; - and all copyholders of any estate 
of inheritance in possession, of the clear yearly value of 
51.; - all tenants for life of ancient demesne in posses­
sion, and all copyhold and customary tenants for life in 
possession of the clear yearly value of 51.; -all tenants 
in actual posiession for the term of one and twenty yearB 
or more, in being, upon any lease granted, determinable 
upon life or lives, of the clear Yl!arly value of 201. over 
anll above the rent reser\'ed or chargeable thereon,­
'arid all tenants, for the term of one and twenty yearB or 
more, in being, in possession of the clear yearly value of 
20/. over and above any rent reserved or chargeable 
thereon. 

After explaining the various heads of his report Vane 
moved " that they be referred to a grand committee of. 
the house, to take into consideration and to prepare a 
bill to be presented." The numerous sittings and delays 
that followed have been already described, and from the 
frequent diviaions on the journals some notion may be 
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gathered of the natpre of the points that came under 
sharpest discussion. The disfranchising and enfran­
chising clauses were debated at very considerable length, 
each town and county being put separately. One or 
two circumstsnces, taken almost at random from the 
journal. d)lring 1652, will intimate a startling resem­
blance between these debates and those of a later period. 
Many divisions are there recorded,whieh betoken hard 
struggles for condemned boroughs; and we find that 
immediately after Plympton (so renowned in a certain 
famous "schedule A..) had been consigned to destruction 
hy a decisive division, the claims of Queenborough (also 
in that notable schedule) seem to have been stoutly 
debated; for, on a division, the numbers were equal, 
and the half convicted borough was suffered to continue 
in existence only by the casting VOte of the speaker. 
We may mention also that the proposal for uniting East 
and West Loo, in order to their sending one member, 
which was offered to and rejected by the parliament of 
1831, had been entertained and accepted by the long 
parliament. Of the enfranehiaing clauses, we might 
refer for a specimen to the minutes of one day's pro­
ceedings, which gave to Arundel, Honiton, and Reigate 
(all in schedule B.) the privilege of retaining one mem­
ber, and to Penryn and Bury (in schedules D. and E.) 
the right of sending two members each. One circnm­
stance further is worthy of notice in thus slightly com_ 
paring the measures. The disastrous system of dividing 
the counties was in one instance, and in one instance 
only, adopted by the statesmen of the long par\iament. 
On an amendment, and after long discnssion, it was 
resolved that the members for the county of Yorkshire 
should be ehosen separately, the elections for each riding 
to be made distinct. Here, however, in dividing a 
county already parcelled out in separate districts, none 
of the bad results so fairly 'to have been presumed, and 
since so deeply felt, from a general division of the 
counties, 'could be expected to accrue. Lastly, I may 
mention, that when Vane proposed to insert in the biD 
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the county qualification clause already described, Crom-· 
well defeated him in several divisions, and substituted 
a 2001. qualification (real or personal) in its stead. 

Thus are established the popular claimlil of sir Henry 
Vane the younger to the respect and admiration of 
poaterity, in this his last parliamentary struggle for the 
liberties of the commonwealth. One sb'iking circum­
stance more in connection with the subject should s~ill 
be noticed. When Cromwell called his second and 
third parliaments he seems to have tried the experiment 
of the principal provisions of this famous bilL His 
" Instrument of Government" directed that a parlia­
ment should be summoned once in every third ·year -
that all petty boroughs should be suppressed, and that 
the representation should be as nearly as might be, pro­
POrtioned to the amount of taxation. It fixed the· 
number of English members at 400,-of these 261 
were to be county members, besides six for London, 
two for the Isle of Ely, two for the Isle of Wight, and 
two each for Exeter, Plymouth, Colchester, Gloucester, 
Canterbury, Leicester, Lincoln, 'Vestminster, Norwich,. 
Lynn, Yarmouth, Nottingham, Shrewsbury, Bristol, 
Taunton, Ipswich, Bury St. Edmunds, So~wark, 
Coven!ry, New Sarum, Worcester, and York. It gave' 
one each to the two Universities, and one each to all 
the towns and boroughs that were thought worthy to be 
represented, among which are Manchester, Leeds, 
Halifax, &c., and it fixed the amount of qualification 
:It 200/. of real or personal estate. And what was the 
result? The compilers of the Parliamentary History, 
DO indifferent friends to the cause of the royalists, say I 
that "this popular and equitable scheme had filled the 
house of commons with so great a nnmber of independ­
ent gentlemen of the besi families and eststes in the 
kingdom, that he (Cromwell) had no way to manage 
them but by excluding either by fraud or force those 
who were the true friends of the constitution." And 
he scrupled ·riot to do so. He dissolved the first of the 
new: parliaments because it presumed to disCUBB the 
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question, whether the government should be in a single 
person. He endeavoured strenuously, but in vain, to 
pack the second, by using various means to influence 
the elections j and failing in that, excluded a hundred 
members by allowing none to enter without a certificate 
from the Council of State. Such was the practical 
working of even an imperfect copy of Vane's scheme. 

Whatever may be thought, then, of the motives or 
policy of that statesman in deferring this measure, sup­
posing, which is scarcely probable, that the delay was 
not beyond his control, no doubt he fell gloriously in 
his unsuccessful struggle to achieve it at last. He was 
driven from the government of the commonwealth by a 
traitorous usurper, because he proposed to strengthen it 
with new institutions, and replenish its languid veins 
with the vigorous blood of the people. He carried with 
him into his retirement that glorious consolation. 

Some few days after the usurpation saw him quiedy 
settled at Raby Castle. Here, or at his other seat of 
Belleau, in the county of Lincoln, with his family 
around him, he resumed the studies so inexpressibly dear 
to him, of learning, philosophy, and religion, and waited 
patiently for the first fitting occasion of striking another 
stroke for the GOOD OLD CAUSE. 

Cromwell, meanwhile, drunk with power, was setting 
at nought the advice of his wisest counsellor. <c Consi­
der, frequently," wrote Milton to him, with noblest el0-
quence, and something of poetic licence, on his first as--
8umption of the power, "consider in thy inmost thoughts, 
how dear a pledge, from how dear a parent intrusted 
(the gift liberty, the giver thy country), thou hast re­
ceived into thy keeping. Revere the hope that is en­
tertained of thee, t!Ie confident expectation of England; 
call to mind the features and t!Ie wounds of all the brave 
men, who, under thy command, have contended for this 
inestimable prize; call to mind the ashes and the image 
of t!Iose who fell in the bloody strife; respect the ap­
prehension and the discourse that is held of us by foreign 
nations, how much it is they look for, in t!Ie recollection 
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of our liberty, so bravely achieved, of our commonwealth, 
so gloriously constructed; which if it shall be. in so 
short a time subverted, nothing can be imagined more 
shameful and dishonourable; last of all, revere thyself, 
so deeply bound, that that liberty, in securing which 
thou hast encountered such mighty hardships, and faced 
such fearful perils, shall, while in thy custody, neither 
be violated by thee, nor any way broken in upon by 
others. Recollect, that. thou thyself canst not be free, 
unless toe are 80 ;.for it is fitly so provided in the nature 
of things, that he toho conquers another's liberty, in the 
fJery act loses his own; he becomes, and justly, the fore­
most slave. But indeed, if thou, the patron of our 
liberty, should undermine the freedom, which thou 
hadst but so lately built up, this would prove not only 
deadly and destructive to thine own fame, but to the 
entire and universal cause of religion and virtue. The 
very substance of pi~ty and honour wilJ be seen to have 
evaporated, and the most sacred ties and engagements 
will cease to have any value with our posterity; than 
which a more grievous wound cannot be inflicted on 
human ,interests and happ~ness, since the fall,of the 
lIrst father of our race. Thou hast taken on thyself a 
task which will probe thee to the very vitals, and disclose 
to the eyes of all how much is thy courage, thy firm_ 
ness, and thy fortitude; whether that piety, persever­
ance, moderation, and justice, really exist in thee, in 
consideration of which we have believed that God hath 
given thee the supreme dignity over thy fellows. To 
govern three mighty states by thy counsels, to recal the 
people from their corrupt institutions to a purer and a 
:nobler discipline, to extend thy thoughts and send out 
1hy mind to our remotest shores, to foresee all, and 
provide for all, to shrink from no labour, to trample 
under foot and tear to pieces all the snares of pleasure, 
and all the entangling seducements of wealth and power; 
dese are matters so arduous, that, in comparison of 
~hem, the perils of war are but the sports of children. 
These will winnow thy faculties, and search thee to the 
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very soul; they require a man, sustained by a strength 
that is more than human, and whose meditations and 
whose thoughts shall be in perpetual commerce with his 
Maker."· 

Cromwell had now decisively shown that he was not 
that man. He had already richly entitled himself to 
the doom he had stirred against Charles the First; for, 
like that unhappy prince, he had abruptly closed three 
parliaments in succenion because they threatened to 
thwart his will. The splendid trust of foreign victories 
and supreli'lacy which he had inherited from Vane's ad. 
ministration of the commonwealth, he indeed main· 
tained, and the glories of his foreign administration 
served to conceal or patch over the ragged condition of 
his domestic government. In that government existed 
no single principle of stability. Plots and treasons 
shook it in every month of its existence, till at last, aban. 
doning merely desultory acts of despotism, he was 
driven to organise a system of military inquisition (in 
his instructions to the m9jor-generals) that should have 
the effect of superseding the condition. of civil govern­
ment. Having accomplished this, he bethought him of 
getting together a more manageable parliament, and be­
gan to consider it possible that the nation, thoroughly 
discontented with military despotism, might possibly 
not be indisposed to listen to some compromise, involving 
the old institutions of kingship. Nothing could be at­
tempted, at all events, without some shadow or form of 
a parliament. Old habits were much, and the English 
people might still further be deceived, by a prudent 
conciliation on that score. Alas! he was indeed teach. 
ing them all the wbile an indifference to the liberty they 
had suffered so much in achieving - but not for himself 
the melancholy advantage! England was at this time 
a scene of beggarly and disgraceful rehearsal for the 
grand farce of the 29th of May, ]660. 

Cromwell's preparation for his present move in the I 
game was very characteristic; he published, on the 14th 

• Dt/enriO Secunda pro Popfllo .A",IICIZM. 
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of March, 1656, a declaration, calling upon the people 
to observe a general fast, for the purpose of " applying 
themselvea to the Lord to discover the Achan, who had 
110 long obstructed the settlement of these distracted 
kingdoms." He had fixed hia gloating aspiration a on 
a crown, and with admirable originality, he therefore 
expressed the idea in thia proclamation, that he and 
Others associated with him in the government desired to 
.humble themselves before God for their ains, and 
earnestly longed for light that they might discern their 
mors and faults, and therefore that it became them, 
with a spirit of lowliness, .and mind open to conviction, 
tAl receive counsel and direction, in whatever methods 
Providence might adopt. 

Sir Henry Vane had hitherto kept aloof from public 
affairs, engaged in the studies I have named. In the 
interim he had published the " Retired Man'a Medita­
tiona .. (a quarto volume of 4SO pages), already described 
and quoted from, and other works illustrative of his 
views in religion and philosophy. With deep interest, 
indeed, he watched the proceedinga:of the usurper"', but 
in all the conspiracies and consultations of the dis­
afFec:ted, he peremptorily refused to take part. Reason 
and public spirit were Au weapons, and he left every other 
to the simple " visionaries" and " enthusiasts " who,. 
having stripped the commonwealth and her greatest 
statesmen of their liberties to clothe Cromwell with 
them, now conceived the noble project of assassination by 
way of hastening that saints' reign, which their idol 
had once promised them. The apples in that fool's 
paradise were sour at last. 

Now, however, Vane en~ the field, after his 
nobler fashion, against the dictator of the.commonwealth. 
He wrote a political treatise, which he entitled " A 

• Clarendon not ... .., accurately d_rlbel bis conduct to bave been, that 
be .. retired quietly to his house in the country; poiooned the alll!ctiona or 
his ne\ghboun towards the pvernment; and loot nothing or his credit 
with the ipeople; yet carried hi ...... lr 00 warily, that be did nothing to dio­
tUrb the peace or the nation, or to Jive Cromwell any advantage &pI nat 
him upon wbleb to call him in qUest.OD," 
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Healing Question propounded and resolved, upon Occa­
sion of the late public and seasonable Call to Humi­
liation in order to Love and Union amongst the honest 
Party, and with a desire to apply Balm to the Wound, 
before it become incurable. By Henry Vane, Knight." 
In this treatise he enforced his old doctrines of civil 
and religious liberty, and added some theories and re­
commendations concerning the construction of a civil 
government, the result, no doubt, of quiet and philoso­
phical reflection on the occurrences of his political life, 
which are in the last degree, striking and memorable. 
He here proposed, in fact, for the first time in the 
records of history, that expedient of organising a 
government, "on certain fundamentals not to be dis­
pensed with," which was thought " visionary" and 
impracticable by the world, till the world learned to 
venerate the name of Washington. 

Vane begins with a statement of the question thus:­
" The question propounded is, What possibility doth yet 
remain (all things considered) of reconciling and uniting 
the dissenting judgments of honest men, within the three 
nations, who still pretend to agree in the spirit, justice, 
and reason of the same GOOD CA.USE, and what is the 
means to effect this?" Of that CAUSE he proceeds to 
say, that surely it "hath still the same goodness in it 
as ever; and is, or ought to be, as much in the hearts 
of all good people that have adhered to it; it is not less 
to be valued now, than when neither blood nor treasure 
were thought too dear to carry it out, and hold it up 
from sinking: and hath the same omnipotent God, whose 
great name is concerned in it, as well as his people's 
outward safety and welfare; who knows also how to 
give a revival to it, when secondary instruments and 
visible means fail, 0'1' prove deceitful." And that the 
latter had been proved, the writer added significantly, 
cc It seemed as if God were pleased to stand still, and be 
as a looker-on," during the last three years,lthat. is, dur­
ing Cromwell's tyranny. 

In a SUbsequent passage this is more distinctly stated, 
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'With aU the dangers it was bringing the "nation into, 
thUS: -" In the management of this war it pleased God, 
the righteous Judge (who was appealed to in the contro­
versy), so to bless the counsel and forces of the persons 
concerned and engaged in this cause, as in the end to 
make them absolute and complete conquerors over their 
common enemy; and by this means they had added 
unto the natural right which was in them before (and so 
declared by their representatives in parliament assembled), 
the right of conquest, for the strengthening of their just 
claim to be governed by national councils, and successive 
rep~sentatives of their own election and setting up. 
This they once thought they had been in possession of, 
when it was ratified, as it were, in the blood of the last 
king. But of late a great interruption having happened 
unto them in their former expectations,and, inllteadthereof, 
ttJmething rUing up that seem8 rather accommodated to 
the private and selfish iTlterest of a particular part (in 
comparison), than truly adequate to the common good 

• and concern of the whole body engaged in this cause; 
hence it is, that this compacted body is now falling 
aaunder into many dissenting parts (a thing not unfore­
seen nor unhoped for by the commOIl enemy all along 
as their last relief); and if these breaches be not timely 
healed, and the offences (before they take too deep 
root) removed, they will certainly work more to the 
advantage of the common enemy. than any of their own 
unwearied endeavours, and dangerous contrivances in 
foreign parts, put altogether. 

Enlarging next' on the universal advantages of liberty 
in civil and religious matters, Vane goes on to develope 
the method by which he thinks it might be secured to 
the people, and therein suggests the idea of a FUNDA.­

MENTAL CONSTITUTION. He then directs the following 
vigorous passage against Cromwell: -" The offence, 
which causes such great thoughts of heart amongst 
the honest party, (if it may be freely expressed, 
as 81U'e it may, when the magistrate himself pro.. 
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feases he doth but deslre, and wait for conviction 
therein,) is, in ahort, this, - that when the right IIld 
privilege is returned, nay, is restored by conquest untc 
the whole body (that ferfeited not their interestthereiD) 
of freely disposing themselves in such a constitution of 
righteous government as may best answer the end held 
forth in this cause; that, nevertheless, either through 
delay they should be withheld as they are, or through 
design, they should come at last to be utterly de· 
nied the exercise of this their right, upon pretence I 

that they are not in a capacity as yet to use it; wbich I 

indeed hath BOrne truth in it, if those, who are now I 
in power and in command of the arms, do not pre' I 

pare all things requisite thereunto, as they may, and 
like faithful guardians to the commonwealth, admitted . 
to be in its nonage, they ought. But, if tAB briflging 
of truefreedom into ezerci8e among men, yeti, 10 rI!fiRed 
a party of men, be tmpo88ible, tDhy hath thw been eon­
cealed all thu tDhilef and tohy tDaB it not thought on before . 
10 much blood tDaB apilt, and treaaure apent f Su.rely, 
IlUCh a thing aB thu tDaB judged real and practicable, not II 

imaginary and notional. Besides, why may it not mlil:t . 
to have been thus long delayed and withheld from the I 

whole body, at least as to its being brought by them into 
exercise now at last? Surely the longer it is withheld, ! 

the stronger jealousies do increase, that it is intended to I 

be assumed!and engrosaed by a party only, to the }eal' 
ing the rest of the body, (who, in all reason and justice, I 

ought to be equally participants with the other in the. 
right and benefit of the conquest, for as much as the, 
war was managed at the expense and for the safety ofl 
the whole,) in a condition almost as much exposed, and 
subject to be imposed upon, as if they had been enemies I 
and conquered, not in any sense, conquerors. If _I 
BUeh an. unrighteoUlJ, un/rintJ, and deceitful dealing 1IIiti, 
brethren 8hould happen, although it might continue above: 
the reach of question from human judicature, yet caD 
we think it possible it should escape, and go unpunishet1 
by the immediate hand of the righteous Judge of the 
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,whole world, when he ari.etA out of hiB place to do right 
to 1M opJW68.etl." 

Mter this wise, solemn, and searcbing reproof, Vane 
proceeds with. m4Sterly ingenuity to present such a 
riew of events and aftlUrs, as, witbout any personal 
allusion, made it clear to all eyes, that the ambition of 
Cromwell was the obstacle in the way of the establish­
ment of a just and free government, that be was "tbe 
Achan who obstl"lleted. the llettlement of tbese distracted 
kingdom.;' and that, in preferring hit own aggran-

. ilizement to the common good, and seizing an unlawful 
power, he had taken "of the accursed thing." He 
then delineates, in a pa888ge ever deserving of remem­
brance, the course of proceedi~ by which a CONSTI­

TUTION might be agreed upon and established, in re­
paration of all these injuries. The method, the reader 
will perceive, is exactly that which more than a century 
after was adopted by Wasbi.agtoll and hls immortal 
lIIIOCiates. 

" The most natural way fGl" which wo1Jld seem to be 
by a general colJDCil, or CONVENTION of faitbful, honest, 
and discerning men, eIw8en f(lf' that fJUt'p08e by the free 
eon&ent of the tDhole body of adIuJrent. to t1iB cauae, in the 
MNWal part' of t1l6 nation, and observing the time and 
plaee of meeting appointed to them (with other cir­
cumstances eoncerDing their election), by order from 
the present ruling power, but considered as general of the 
army. JVhicA COfttJention iB not properlll to 6$wciBe 
the legiBltJtitJe fIOtDBt', but only to debate freely and agree 
upon the particular., that by tD4y pfrUNDAJlENTAL CON­

STITUTION811wJl be laid and inviolablg obBenJetl, as the 
conditions lipon which the wbole body 80 represented 
doth consent to cast itself into a civil and politic incor_ 
poration, and under the visible form and administration 
of govemment therein declared, and to be by each indi­
lidual member of the body subscribed in testimony of 
his or their particular consent given thereunto; which 
conditions 80 agreed (and amongst them an act of 
oblivion for all) will be without danger of beiug broken 
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or departed from, considering of what it is they are the 
conditions, and the nature of the convention wherein 
they are made, which is of the people represented in 
their highest state of sovereignty; as they have the 
sword in their hands unsubjected unto the rules of 
civil government, but what themselves, orderly assem­
bled for that purpose, do think fit to make. And 
the sword, upon these conditions, subjecting itself to the 
supreme judicature thus to be set up, how suddenly 
might harmony, righteousness, love, peace, and safety 
unto the whole body follow hereupon, as the happy 
fruit of such a settlement, if the Lord have any de. 
light to be amongst us." 

More need not be given'" to show the spirit and phi­
losophy of this great political treatise; its sincere and 
serious admonition, its fearlesa and vigorous exhortation, 
its moderate and respectful tone. It wlls in all respects 
calculated to work a great sensation. . And perhaps the 
most striking circumstance connected with it remains 
to be noticed. Its author, resolved to maintain a per­
fect good faith even towards Cromwell, transmitted to 
him privately, through the hands of general Fleetwood, 
a copy t before its publication, not disregardful of even 
the faint hope there existed that Cromwell might be in­
duced to follow his advice, and adopt some such course 
as he had proposed, in which event the public feeling 
needed not, by its publication, be exasperated unneces­
sarily. But after the lapse of a month it W811 returned 
without comment, and sir Henry immediately issued it 
from the press, with a postscript, in which allusion was 
made to the fact.that it had previously been' commu­
nicated to Cromwell. It is more than probable, 
however, that Fleetwood had feared to provoke the 
usurper by itj and therefore purposely withheld it from 
him • 

.. The whole of the treatise-will be found in Appendix A. The reader 
is particularly referred to it. 

t He .tated this himself, without mentioning Fleetwood'. name, in • 
letter he wrote to the council on being questioned before them. 
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Vane at once published it. The writs for the new 

parliament came out at the same time, and a great ex­
citement arose in many quarten;. It was increased by 
the sudden appearance of another pamphlet which was 
attributed also, though not on sufficiently good authority 
to render it quite certain ., to "sir Harry Vane." It 
was called "England's Remembrancer," and its tone 
was much more violent than that of the Healing 
Question. Some of the republicans had been scrupling 
to act upon Cromwell's writs, as it would be a recog­
nition of his authority. This pamphlet answered the 
objection by putting the case of a thief, who, having· 
kept one out of his house for a time, bids him return to 
it. C< Would any of you scruple to go home because 
the thief had before exercised a power to which he had 
no right?" "What," said the author in conclusion, 
" shall I say more to you, dear christians and country­
men? Do not the cries of the widows and the fatherless 
speak ? Do not your imprisoned friends speak? Do 
npt your banished neighbours speak? Do not your in­
fringed rights speak? Do not your invaded properties 
speak? Do not your affronted representatives, who have 
been trodden upon with scorn, speak?" 

Cromwell is recorded to have" trembled" at last. 
He summoned Vane before the council. The conduct 
~opted by Vane, in consequence, observes the historim 
of the commonwealth, "is entitled to particular notice. 
His high spirit recoiled from the arbitrary proceeding of 
being summoned, absolutely, and without cause shown, 
to appear before the council. He had a short time be­
fore been second to no man in the island, and in reality 
the p~neipal director of the councils of the common­
wealth. No man was ever more deeply imbued with a 
republican spirit; and his high rank and ample for­
tune t had not exactly prepared him to be commanded by 
anyone. He had now spent some years in retirement, 

• Thurloe's State Papers, v. 342-
t The recent death of his father bad placed him ill possession of the 

family estate .. 
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and kept Joof from all cabals and private consults and 
disquisitions in political matters. His principal family 
4leat was Raby Castle in the bishopric of Durham; but 
his more favourite residence appears to have been at 
Bellean, in the county of Lincoln, where this summons, 
dated on the 29th of July, reached him on the 4th of 
August." 

The summons was of the true despotic kind. It was 
eouched ,in the most unceremonious form, without the 
word" sir," or any term,of address at the beginning; 
and the mandatory clause was expressed simply in the 
phrase, "you are to attend." 

Thursday, the 12th of August, was the day'on which 
his presence was demanded. before the council; but in 
a note to the president, he ststed, that it would be im. 
possible for him to be in toWD till some days later. On 
the 14th he sent a message signifying ~t he had that 
evening arrived at his house at Charing Cross, and was 
ready to appear when sent for. His attendance was 
not required till the 21st; and he appears to have been 
merely questioned as to the authorship of the tract, en­
titled, "A Healing Question," which he admitted to be 
his, and was Buffered to leave the council. An order 
,was then made in these words: "Sir Henry Vane hay­
ing this day appeared before the council, and they 
having taken consideration of; a seditious book by him 
written and published, entitled < a Healing Question, 
&c.,' tending to the disturbance of the present govern­
ment and the peace of the commonwealth, ordered tbat, 
if he shall not give good security in bond for 5,0001. 
by Thursday next [in the warrants of September 40, 
entered in the council books, it stands Tuesday], to do 
nothing to the prejudice of the present government and 
the pea/:e of the commonwealth, he shall stand com­
mitted."· Upon this order being sent to him. be 
wrote for answer, that he could on no acc,onnt eomply 
with what was required, and by his own act do that, 

• .. Proceeds of the Protector (so caUed) and Council against sir Henry 
Vane," pp. 1-4. 
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whieh might blemish or bring in question his innocence, . 
and the goodness of the cause for whieh he suffered. 
He further said, "I am well eontent to take this as It' 

mark or honour from those who sent it, and as the re­
compence of my former services," and added, with a 
terrible signifleance: "I cannot but observe in this 
proceeding with me, how exactly they tread in the steps 
of the late king, whose design being to set the govern­
ment free from all restraint of laws as to our persons 
and estates, and to render the monarchy absolute, thought • 
he could employ no better means to effect it, than by 
casting into obloquy and disgrace all those who desired 
to preserve the laws and liberties of the nation." He 
coneluded thus: - "It is with no small grief to be la­
mented, that the evil and wretched principles by which 
the late king aimed to work out his design, Ihould 
11010 revive and 'Pring up under the handtt of men, pro­
lUling godlinul." 

Cromwell-appears to have been brought to a stand for 
lIQIIle little while by this high resolution and courage. 
Fourteen days were suffered to elapse, before a warrant 
was made out, directing the serjeant-at-arms to appre_ 
hend Vane, and conduct him to the Isle of Wight; 
another was sent to the governor of the island to receive 
him as a prisoner, and not to Buffer anyone to speak 
to him but in the presence of an officer.-

No public reason, it is to be observed, was given for 
this step. The English people were left to suppose, 
when they saw this great statesman sent by the Protec­
tor's order to a dungeon, that he had committed some 
terrible crime. ~n vain had sir Henry declared himself 
a member of the long parliament, which had never 
been legally dissolved, and claimed the privilege of 
security from personal arrest. He was seized by Crom­
well's officers, sent to the island on the 9th of Sep­
tember, and committed to Carisbrook Castle, the very 
prison in which Charles,I. had been confined during the 

... Order book " of the council of atate. 
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last year of his life. The remark of Mr. Godwin on 
this infamous proceeding may fitly close the account 
of it. 

" Henry Cromwell describes Vane as one of the most 
rotten members of the community.- Such was not ap_ 
parently the opinion of the Protector. He pays a high 
compliment to his victim, at the same time that he casts 
a burning disgrace on his own government, when he 
fairly states the tract in question as the sole ground for 
taking the author into custody, and sending him into 
confinement in the southernmost point of England. It 
was clearly confessing, that they had no charge against 
him, that his conduct had been altogether irreproachable, 
and that he was placed under restraint for an unlimited 
time, for having given his advice to his countrymen and 
their governors at a most critical period, in a style of 
exemplary temperance and sobriety. What must be 
the government of a country, when the first men in it 
are liable to such treatment, and no other accusation is 
pretended to be brought against them!" • 

But this" conscience doth make cowards of us all," 
and the once brave and gallant Cromwell, driven to the 
cowardice of this oppression against Vane, as little 
dared to keep him long a prisoner. He was released 
from Carisbrook on the 31st of December, 1656. 

The parliament which had met meanwhile, will be 
hereafter (in the life of MaTten) alluded to. Conspi­
racies once again surrounded Cromwell, and his antici­
pated crown was dashed from his hands. The" Heal­
ing Question" was read continually at private meetingst, 
and discontent and danger lodged everywhere. The 
Protector strove to hide his troubles in every kind of 
fantastic resource, and to conceal pistols always upon his 
person; but both were pretty well ascertained t by this 
time, and he had lost all pity, and sacrificed all esteem. 

• Thurloe, iv. 509. t lb. 185. 
t A curious incident which occurred on the 29th of September. may 

illustrate the remark of the text. It Is thus related in Thurloe:_ 
" His highness, accompanied only by the secretary, and a few of bis 
gentlemen and servants. went to take the air in Hyde.Park, where he 
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Still Vane remained, to torture, and be tortured. His 
influence perceptible every where, Cromwell, afraid to 
assault his liberty again, resolved, if he could, to strip 
him of his property, harllSj him by constant vexation, 
and thus compel him at last to submit to his govern. 
ment. With this view, measures were adopted to in­
volve his estates in the meshes of the law. The attorney­
general was employed to discover or invent flaws in the 
titles by which they were held. Bills were filed in the 
exchequer, and legal proceedings of various kinds were 
instituted. At the same time, he was given to under­
stand, that if he would support the government all these 
measures should be stopped. In this way the whole 
power of Cromwell was brought to bear upon him; 
every art was used; and it was systematically and de­
liberately attempted, by a kind of slow torture, to wring 
from him his great fortune, and, by reducing him to 
poverty, to humble and break his spirit - but to no 
purpose. Among the faithless he was still found faithM. 
When all others proved false, he stood by his principles, 
and redeemed his pledges. When hope had been 
driven from the heart of every other republican, he did 
not despair or despond for a moment; when the· name 
of liberty had become a proverb, a by-word, a reproach 
throughout the world, and its cause seemed utterly and 
for ever lost, his allegiance never faltered, and his spirit 
was filled with a " serene and undoubting confidence in 
its final triumph, which neither prisons, nor chains, nor 
the scaffold could shake or impair." 

caused a (ew diobes of meat to be brought, and made hi. dinner; after 
diDner the thought took him to drive hi. own coach, to which there were 
harnessed six fine hor .... , that had been sent him aa a preaent by the count 
of Oldenburgh. He accordingly put Tburloe into the coach, and himself 
mounted the box. },'or lOme time he drove very well; but by and by, 
UBing the whip ... Iittle too violently, the hor .... set off at fUll .peed. The 
poatilion endeavouring to hold them in, was tbrown i and, lOon after. 
Cromwell hilDBelf wa. precipitated from the box, and fell upon the pole, 
and from thence to tbe ground. Hi. foot got entangled with the harneaa, 
and he was 80 carried along a good way, during which a p'istol went oW in 
hia pocket [a proof that he was never without fire.armsl At length hi. 
foot got clear, and he eacaped, the coach rassiDg along without injuring 
him." He waa confined with the conaequencea of the accident (or two or 
three weeka. . 
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In the interval which now intervened before the 
deeth he appears to 

eppearance of H"mi",'T',',', 
to him, which WaT haLlllfjlkev5, 

Cem2ctive or Balance 
published a the~l(lal(LLl 

at' God, and Uniow, 
other learned treatises, chiefly on pointe of religion, were 
issued by him at this time. 

Oliver Cromwell died on the anniversary of his great 
days of Worcester and Dunbar, the 3d of September, 
1658, and writs for a parliament were at once issued by 
the council of his son and successor, Richard Cromwell, 
retukn"ble the 27th of the followinLL January, The 
p,'npte anjl waited the i~Lae, ' tb.iB' 

understood, it 
Porm of government, 

Pl?rtunes of the nation. 
this impression, that 

the occasion Ofay",ibie I 

interest throughout the country. By the result ~f those' 
elections, the struggle between the two great parties 
would be brought to a decision and a close. It is a proof 
of the fear which shook the residents of Whitehall, that 
the old and corrupt system of election was restored by 
them on this occasion. . 

lInd no less memornble 
an object of paraInl?uet mfjnm'teTTT~ 

of sir Henry V l?ne 
resorted to the most eU"ke,TnlliTTTkv5 

mkmklnlk to keep him out. 
Hull, of which 

konsidered the lawf 
having sat as such in the long parliament. His 
was confirmed by the electors; he was re.c~lOsen 
full majority of their votes; but the managers of 
election, being creatures of Richard Cromwell's p:trty, 
in defiance of justice and public sentiment, gave the 
certificate of election to another. Vane was deteI-

Digitize, 



BIR DENRY VANE. 177 

mined not to be defeated by such means; he therefore 
proceeded to Bristol, entered a canvass, and received a 
me.jority of the votes. Here, also, the same bold and 
impudent outrage was committed by the officers; and 
others whose names stood below his on the poll. books 
were declsred to be elected. He still persevered, and 
was finally returned ftO'ln Whitechurch in Hampshire. 

On the 27th of January, Vane once more took his 
seat in the house of commons. The terror his presence 
inspired among what was called the "court" party was 
only a little counterbalanced by the" packed house" 
they had managed to get together. They had named 
the Scotch and Irish representatives, and commanded 
the votes of actual and expectant placemen, for the most 
part lawyers, to the amount of 170. There were besides 
about 100 moderates, waiters upon Providence, and 
maaked royalists. The number of republicsns to set 
(lgaill8t all this, were only 40, but they were headed by 
Vane, and ranked among them the names of Ludlow, 
Scot, and Bradshaw. Therefore the" court" trembled 
still. 

They soon found that they had good reason for trem­
bling. It was well understood among the republicsns~ 
that the first proceeding would be to confirm the govern­
ment of Richard, and to sanction the house of peers, 
which his father had created. Vane had organised a 
small but resolute opposition to these measures with 
masterly power and skill. Their consultations before 
entering the house were always held at his residence at 
Charing Cross; he managed their debates in the house 
itaelf~ with the consummate genius of a popular leader; 
and was supported with infinite resolution and energy 
by Scot and Ludlow. The court party bad, indeed, 
good reason to tremble. 

His first great display against Richard Cromwell, 
was on the debate upon the question of a recognition of 
his U undoubted" right, founded on the "petition and 
advice" of the late Protector. On the 9th of February, 
1659. having reserved himself to a late day, after the 

VOL. IV. N 
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usages of the more eminent and influential parliamentary 
speakers in all times, "sir Harry Vane, "Lrose, and spoke 
thuB. The speech includes 80 many matters of impott­
ance, is 80 masterly an evidence of Vane's power, and em­
braces such an interesting sketch of his political experi­
ences, that the reader will wish it longer even than it is. 

.. I know very well the great.disadvantage that any 
pers&n suffers, that in this great and grave assembly 
shall, at this time a day, offer you any thing. You 
have spent three days in the debate, and it is not 
unsuitable to your wisdom to be yet on the threshold. 
The more time you have taken, the more successful, 
probably, it may be. 

" That which called me up at this time was what the 
last gentleman said, that is, to do things with unity. 
At least we shall be at greater unity, if not greater 
amity, by having patience to hear one another, and ad­
mitting the variety of reasons and judgmebt3 which are 
offered by all men. Though a large field has been led 
into, the thing is very short. Consider what it is we 
are upon,-a protector in the office of chief magistrate. 
But the office, of right, is in yourselves. It is in your 
hands, that you may have the honour of giving or not 
giving, as best likes you. You may confer it, if you , 
please, for any law to the contrary brought now into 
your house. I shall advise you to this, as was moved: 
give not by wAoluale, 80 all to beg again by retail. To 
give, will, at any time, get you many friends. It there· 
fore concerns you in this business, to have your eyes in 
your heads, to look well about you, that it slip not from 
you without considering what is your right, and the 
right of the people. 

" The wise providence of God has brought things, in 
these our days, to the state of government as we now 
find it. , I observe a variety of opinio1l1 as to what our ' 
state of government is. Some conceive that it is in 
king, lords, and commons; that the principles of old 
foundations yet remain entire, 80 that all our evils, in. 
deed, are imputed to our departure from thence. 
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" It hath pleased God, by well-known steps, to put a 
period, and to bring that government to a dissolution. 
All the three parliaments, in the late king's time, found 
the state of things in slavery. I have had some expe­
rience since the two parliaments in 1640, and remember 
when the parliament considered the state of the nations, 
that they found them in a grand thraldom of oppression 
and tyranny, endeavouring to carry us· up even into 
popery. God made us see the state and condition we 
were then in. The consideration of these things would 
have made us make long sweeps to redress it; but Pro­
vidence led us on step by step. Therefore, having the 
legislative power, God saw it good that we should change 
the government: but we found great dijJiculties in the 
tDOrk, aa moat men were willing rather to ait down by 
slavery, than to buy themaelfJ611 out of it at ao great a 
price. 

e< The first thing expected was, that justice should be 
done upon delinquents; who had so much the ear of 
that prince, that they told him he had power enough to 
protect himself and them too. He had the power of 
the militia. These grievances brought us to consider 
where the right of the militia lay j and when we saw it 
was in ourselves, we thought to make use of it with 
moderation j choosing rather to use it to reduce the king 
by fair means, than otherwise. 

~, So well satisfied was this house then with the princi­
ples of that government, that there was then a declaration 
drawn in favour of it. I was one of that committee. 
I /lea,. f'Pjlectiona as if I changed from that. I think if 
notD my duty to change with better reason. They did 
think fit to publish that which was to preserve that an­
cient fabric of government j according to such qualifica­
tions as might be for the public service. I am well 
satisfied it was the clear intent of their hearts. But 
this encouraged the king, and brought it to that issue 
at last, that he hardened his heart j till it was resolved 
to make no more addresses, but to bring him to judg­
JDent. . But, in the mean time, applications were made 

liS 
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to him, still imploring him to be reconciled; and nothing 
was wanting in the house, that if possible, he might 
have saved the government, and himself with i~; but 
God would not have it so. God knows best what that 
work is which he is to bring forth. When all appli­
cations could not prevail, they thought fit to bring the 
king to judgment. Thereby the state of affairs WIIi 

much altered. 
" This house then thought fit to apply themselves 

the lords, against the Scots' invasion, and in the great 
case of justice upon the king. The lords refused both. 
In this juncture, they were reduced to the necessity of 
doing that which i8 flOW the foundation of that buiJdiag 
upon which gou mu,t daM, if gou ezpeet to be pro8pe'I'­

(JUl. When they came to look. upon the delinquency of 
the king, and considered him as an object of justice, it 
w.as declared by them that the taking away of king­
ship was the only happy way of returning to their own 
freedom. Their meaning thereby was, that the origiMl 
of till jUlt power WIJ8 iD the people, and WIJ8 ~ 
whoUg to them, the repre,eatatitJel. 

"When the parliament, in questions as to what w_ 
just and right, had gathered up all into themselves, it 
was disputed in what way the king should be tried. 
They counted themselves then prepared to gtant out a 
commission to try the king. I cOfI,flJlJ' I tllal thea u­
ceedinglg to ,eek, iD the clearne81 of mg jud.gmeDt, IJ8 to 
lAe trial of the king. I WIJ8 for N weekB abient .rr­
mg ,eat here, out of mg tendernlJlJ' of blood. Y d, all 
power being tAUI in tAe people originallg, I myftlf tIICII 

afterward in the bu.rinea,. 
"The king upon his trial denies this power to be in 

the parliament: they try it, and they seal it with the 
blood of the king. This action of theirs was commanded 
by this house to be recorded in all the courts of West­
minster Hall, and in the Tower. If you be not now 
sstisfied with this business, you will put a strange c0n­

struction upon that action, and upon aU that has bees 
done by the geueral and soldiers~ 11 you, len,. will 
flOW doubt thi, right to be in you, you draw the guiltllJlO" 
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cAe body 'of the whole nation. You join usue with him 
upon that point. It wiU be questioned whether that WIU 

.. act qfjmtice or murtkr. 
" Brought step by:step unto your natural rigbt by an 

unavoidable necessity, that .little remnant of the parlia­
ment were now the representative of the nation, spring­
ing up from another root. This had, a more clear found­
ation, being thus the supreme judicature, to compre­
hend all government .in itself. Whetber the death of 
the king caused not a di880lution of that parliament, &8 

to that doing it then had, and as it was taken to be - I 
know not- I leave that to the long robe. 

" It was then ,necessary, &8 the first &et, to have resort 
to the foundation of all just power, and to create and 
establish a free state; to bring the people out of bond­
age from all pretence of superiority over~. It 
Hem«l plain to me, that aU ojJicu had their rile from the 
people, and that aU should be accountable to them. If 
thu be mo1&8trow, then it iI mo1&8troua to be ,afe and 
Ntional, and to bear your OWll good. 

" It is objected, that this nation could not bear that 
go~ernment; but Holland bears it against the power of 
Orange. They keep ,the office of stadtholder vacantt-> 
this day. So do other places. Thil iI a principle, that 
tCI6 may bear it, if we can bear our own libertiu, or, that 
if we have not the importance of the people of Israel: 
unless, with the Israelites, we will return to Egypt, 
weary of our journey to Canaan. 

ct This being the case, we were decIsred a free state. 
We were after tossed upon all those billows that sunk 
118 in the sands. Though we miscarried then; though 
this free state was shipwrecked:; yet you have got a 
Jiberty left to say it is, now again in your possessiOJl; 
elae I am mistaken. If it be 10, I hope you will not part 
ct1ith it, but upon grountll of wiBdom and fidelity, If you 
tNf"6 but arbitrating in the caUItl qf a private friend, you 
9IJOUld make the best bargain for him that you 00'IJld: !Jt* . 
• 0vJ4 '0 t/Q aI ,not to giV6 away the right qf him by whom 
lIOU fD6f'6 intruatcd, but upon good grountll. That which 

If 8 
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you give, give it Creely on grounds of justice. Under· 
ltand well your tenns. 

" This brings me to the consideration of another thing, 
which is, that the first government being dissolved, 
another is brought into the room. Though not perfect, 
yet, it is said, the foundations Ire laid, upon which we 
may build a superstructure of which we need not be 
ashamed. Now, SHA.LL WE BE UNDl:B-BUILDERS TO SU­

PREH,E STUART ? We have no need, no obligation upon 
us, to return to that old government. I have a vote. 

" For the covenant with the Scots, their invasion did . 
render that covenant invalid. They would have repos­
sessed a king and imposed him upon this nation, by 
virtue of that covenant which they had broken. The 
parliament showed that their shackles were broken; it 
did not oblige any further. That it was famous and 
had power! That was the Israelite's argument for wor· 
shipping the sun and moon. If we return to an obliga. 
tion, by virtue of the covenant, by the same reason we 
may return to worship the sun and moon. I hope those 
shall not sway here. 

" Lastly, at the dissolution of the long parliament, you 
lost your possession, not your right. The chief ma­
gistrate's place was assumed without a law. There was 
assumed with it, not only the power of the crown on the 
terms of former kings, which hath its foundation and 
regulation by the lawB, but the possession was assumed. 
You were then under various forms of administration: 
some that had not the characters of trust upon them; 
some too limited. Still you were kept out of possession. 
Parliaments have been called, and as often broken. 

" This c petition and advice,' which is now so much in­
sisted upon, was never intended to be the settled govern­
ment, but only to be a pair qf stairs to aBcentl tAl 
throne; a step to king, lords, and commons. It pleases 
God to let you see you have not been ill-counselled to 
wait upon him a first day, and a second and a third day, 
to see what he will hold out for your peace and safety, 
for asserting the liberties of the people. This bill 
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"tuldle8 up, in wlwlesale, what you have lought 101', and 
il1w.8ted on leBt you 8Aouid 8ee it. 

" We have now a 'petition and advice' that comes. in 
place of the ancient government, the 'instrument,' and 
all other forms. Yet, if this were the case, you are, 
notwithstanding the petition and advice, in the clear 
rightful poSBeBBion of this government, which cannot be 
disposed of but by your consent. The old protector 
thought it tit to have it given him from you, and had 
it, by your pleasure, invested upon him. But, although 
it was acknowledged that he had power to get it, yet he 
thought fit to make it your free gift. It will not be 
denied now. A presenting this office by that parliament, 
and the open investiture of him in your chair, prove it. 
Yet, as to this gift of yours, I dare be bold to say, the 
thing given was hardly understood. By giving of this 
office, they gave, in the 16th article, the power of their 
own dissolution! 

" It being acknowledged to have been your gift, let us 
consider what was given, and how given. . 

" The gift was the executive power, the ruling power. 
That is the office of chief magistrate. All the legislature 
was then in the people. The commonwealth would not 
put the executive power out of their hands. For this 
reason, they set up those shadows, the keepers of the 
liberties of England, as an executive power, to distinguish 
it from the lL-gisIature. This, then, was the thing given, 
and this, the petition and advice hath made a difficulty 
of returning! The power of the purse, indeed, is left 
us, because they know not ~ow to take it from us. 
There is no dispute but you have a right to open the 
people's purse, because kings knew they could not well 
take it; but the chief magistrate! they would not allow 
you that to give! 

~, Now, this power and the office were given, it seems, 
by the regulation of the petition and advice; the whole 
~ecutive power of the late king was all given, at one 
clap, to the late protector for life. This being given to 
biJo, was not given absolutely to any other for life. 

N4! 
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Nothing was given him more, only the nomination ad 
declaration of a successor; which must be according to 
law. So says the petition and advice. This nomination 
must first appear, before we can say this gentleman 
is the undoubted protector. Had I thought this had 
been said before, I should have spared both you and 
myself. 

"That which is -now brought in, the bill of JeCOgnition, 
takes it for granted that there is no one in the poeseaaion 
of the protectorship; for it requires that you acknow­
ledge his right and title, not that we shall ac1roowledge 
his person, and then inquire what is this right and 
title. It is hard we should be put upon that. Let us 
know what this right and title is that we must recognise. 
But it seems the parliameut that made the petition and 
adyice, they gave it, and we must acknowledge it ! 

" If he hath any right, it must be by one of these three 
ways: -1. Either by the grace of God and by God'. 
providence, that if he hath a sword, he may take what-. 
ever is within the reach of it, and thus maintain his 
right. 2. Or as the son of the conqueror. He was, in­
deed, a conqueror on your behalf; but never of your­
aelves fit for you to recognise. s. Or lastly, by the 
petition and advice. But that cannot be urged, until it 
doth appear that he hath it according to that. Yet that 
is only a nomination, which hath nothing of constitution 
until you have made it. He must come to you for that. 
I appeal then, if this has not deserved three days' debate. 
Deserves it not more, to set nails upon it? May it not 
deserve a grand committee, to convince one another in 
love and unity? 

"Therefore I shall move that this bill may, upon the 
whole matter, be committed to a grand committee, where 
reason may prevail. 

" It is not a sudden recognition, a sudden obtaining of 
the fifllt steps that will direct us fairly into the ropm. 
It must be on an unshaken foundation, that you can 
ever hope to maintain it against the old line. Q you 
be minded to rS80rt to the old government, you (.Ire ilol 
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mtJny 8tepa from the old family. THEY WILL BE TOO 

HARD FOR YOU, IF THAT GOVERNMENT BE RESTORED. 

e< Imtead of the BOn of a conqueror by 'IUlture, make him 
,a _ by alloption. Take him into your own family, 
and make him such an one as the great one shall direct 
you. When the army 866 that they are YoUr8, they toill 
be PBOTEOTORED by you. 

f< I would bave all names of sectaries laid aside, and 
righteousness go forward. Let fees and extortions be 
looked into, which make the laws themllE'lves your op­
pressors. I bave discharged my conscience, and look on 
it as a special testimony of God's providence that I am 
here to speak this before yon." 

Vane's retirement bad not impaired bis powers! It is 
impossible to imagine, from this outline, a speech more 
able in itself, or better adapted to the purpose and posi­
tion of the speaker. Yet history still excludes such 
speeches from her consideration in treating of the ques­
tiODS they refer to.· 

The republicans were beaten, however, upon the ex­
treme question, and, it being resolved to have the 
government vested in a " single person," Vane was 
driven to make the hardest fight he could for an extreme 
limitation of his power. On the 18th of February he 
addressed the house on this point. 

.. I would bave the nature of the thing opened at 
little. that is to be the occasion of the further debate. I 
Ihall offer you my thoughts preparatively. You are now 
bounding the chief magistrate. 

~~ The office of cbief magistrate hath something in it 
euential, and which must be inviolably kept for him for 
the necessary pre~rvation of the good of the whole, and 
the administration of justice. 

~~ But it hath also something superiluous, and very 
chargeable. Such as are: -1. A thing called kingly 
power, which implies the whole affair of monarchy and 

• Tb i., ed the other masterly eftbrla or Vee I "han Ihortly: quote, were 
publi8bea ahout ten Jean ago In ... Burton'" Diary," by Mr. Towill RuH. 
Tbey have not heeD noticed .~ce, 
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prerogative, which are great occasions of vain expenses 
and waste all the nation over. Lay tUide thu Blatt> of 
kingly pofIJer, and keep your chief magi8trate. 2. The 
power of the chief magistrate as to the negative voice. 
The denyi~ it by you to the chief magistrate as by the 
law of the nation now set up is tit and requisite. W7um 
all theae things are in our power, must flJe diapute it Otler 

again between the people and the chief magutrate'? 
tr The chief magistrate pretends to a power, not only of 

executing laws, but to enact laws; whereas it is the 
right of all to bind themselves, and to make those laws 
by which they are to be ruled. If corporations, or any 
society of men, have a right to make bye.laws, surely 
much more hath this house, which is the representative 
of the body of the nation. If the interest of the whole 
nation should lie at one man's door, it were worse than 
in the meanest corporation; especially to serve a single 
person, or the interest of a few courtiers or flatterel'll. 

tr Thus it should be, that he should not deny what you 
tind to be for your good. This ow laws have declared 
that the single person ought to grant; leges quas vulgru 
elegerit. It was urged by lord Fiennes, who drew the 
declaration, that it was undeniable that the king should 
not deny laws. 

" This, therefore, is of 80 great concernment, agree­
able to the law of nature and the constitution of the 
nation. It was before-though, if it were not, it is now 
-in your power~ Great weight was laid upon it in all 
propositions of peace, and 80 much weight depends upon 
it as in the proportion of restraining or binding of power 
it ought to be a principal ingredient. The chief ma· 
gistrate may do well without it. 

"On tbe other side, 1 VJOUIIl haw him po88e8, all 
things needful to hu acting for the people; all the fJOfm" 
to draw in the public Bpirits of the nation to a public in­
terest; but not poflJer to do them or you any hu,.t. Thil 
i8 to make him more like Goll himself, flJOO can do non& 

Flatterers flJill tell him otherwue; but they that wi8ll '"' 
safety and honour flJill qgree that he ,hall have powr 
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to rIo every thing that is good, and flOthing that is hurtful. 
It ia therefore nece88ary 80 to bind him tJ8 he may grOfll 
up with the public intere8t. . 

" It was offered that the militia and negative voice be 
included in the vote of your chief magistrate. Then it 
was answered, that the previoll8 vote provided that 
nothing should be binding. It was then allowed the 
reason. Why is that reason denied now? That par­
liament that made the other house, surely had the 
legislative. They mUllt either own that the legislative 
power was in that house, else nothing passed to them. 
If it stand not on that constitlltion, then it must stand 
on the old constitution. 

'11 shall clear it, that we are going to settle that which 
is fallacious. It will strip you at one time, and at one 
breath. You make void all your former expressions, 
which to me is as clear as day. If they can do none of 
those things till they have set up a co-ordinate power, 
then you can paas nothing here, but must have their 
concurrence. Pass this, and you will have that brought 
in upon you from the other house, that will confirm the 
single person in all things that concern him, and so 
your OWll liberties are left at loose. If you have a mind 
to do aughtfor the people, do it clearly. Pronounce your 
judgment, that the chief magistrate 8hall have no negative 
upon the people tJ88embled in parliament. Do this, elBe J 
8ha!.1 take it for granted that you will have flO fruit qf 
your debate, and that you intend nothing for the people." 

The people - still the people! for them he had 
struggled his whole life through, and still his hopes and 
objectB were fixed alone on them. . 

The next effort Vane made against Richard was 
aimed at him through his' administration. On Fe­
bruary 21. secretary Thurloe moved the order of ~e 
day for going into details connected with the war, and 
uked the immediate sanction of the house to the pre­
paration of such shipping and forces as might be neces­
sary to promote the success of a mediation in the affairs 
o£ the kings of Sweden and Denmark in relation to the 
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Baltic Sea, and to the command of the Sound, wherein ' 
Sweden was to be assisted by England and Denmark 
by the Dutch. Upon this proposition, very peremptorily 
urged, Vane rose and &Bid : -

"I am yet perplexed in my thoughts; therefore, 
I ,haU only mind yo", of tile old. order i~ parliament. 
Upon IUCl. report8 D.8 thil, or letter" or mu'tI!JU/rom 
tile king, we fI8t)M' looked upon them tile /lame d4y, but 
had " jealmug and 8rupicion of 80me court duign in 
them, to engage U8 in IlUCh r"'~ derigna, bifore we knew 
where we were. ' 

" I do not asy there is any IUch thing now; but it looks 
like some lIuch thing. I told you, at first, that I feared 
matter of money was our chief concern. I fear still, the 
same thing is now intended, in that we must not have 
leave to sleep 110 much as one night upon it. We must 
give a million of money by a side wind! Sure, we must 
find out this money--and yet we must not sleep upon it ! 
I dare not think of the sad consequence of this, unless 
your wisdoms will disintricate you in it. 

"I t hath been the great wisdom of princes, that here­
tofore have had to do with the house of commons, who 
see not at first the Bad consequences of things, to make " 
war; and then preaently to make a peace; and tI&en put 
up the money that WIll given them towal'd8 the pretended 
war. I do not say such things are now; but I desire 
we may sleep upon this at least forty;'eight hours • 

.. I perceive many things are taken fot" granted, of 
which I am not yet fully satisfied: - 1. That the king 
of Denmark must be dispossessed. 2. That we must 
fit ourselves to take possession of lOme part of it, like 
birds of prey. 8. That Holland is your enemy already. 

"If it be our interest that Sweden should be emperor 
of the Baltic Seas, I should be very glad to understand 
how. 

"France may, perhaps, be willing to'engage us in this 
quarrel; and when we are enga.ged, he will be a8 fit ro 
bridge O1Jer aomebody el8e '" any other. I move for 
Thursday or Friday." 

_Digitized by Coogle 



SIR HENRY VANE. 189 

The government were here assailed in a weak point, 
and were at last obliged to give way. Three days after 
Vane again spoke to the same question, in,answer to 
'rhurloe. He insisted on a series of grOBS errors that 
had been committed, in promoting peace with Holland 
in~tead of war, in stirring up war with Spain instead of 
settling peace, and in flinging English influence at tIle 
feet of the most despotic minister of Europe, the cardinal 
Masarin. 

tt We are not yet at the bottom. Many considerable 
things have been offered in the last matter of fact, by 
Mr. Secretary. , 

tt What is declared is to me very satisfactory. He 
aasures us there is no engagement, nothing of any private 
treaty, between ·us and the Swede, that he knows of. 
But may there not be an underhand, secret treaty, that 
he knows not of? I have heard something to that 
purpose, and upon very good intelligence, that there i8 
an engagement. 

" If the good providence of God had not interrupted 
it, I believe the question had not now been to have been 
decided by you. The fleet should have gone long since, 
but it was prevented; and if it had gone, this debate 
had been determined before this time. But I shall not 
go upon that ground, but only upon the grounds that 
U'e offered, and suit my discourse to that. 

<C The coalition with that state, the Dutch, if it had 
been well pursued, you had shut out all correspondency 
with the Spanish interest. • 

« I am not able to see through it, nor to understand 
how the whole style of managing the peace with Hol­
land, and war with Spain, hath been agreeable at all to 
the interest of the state, but rather 'IJM'1J much to the 
interut of a ringle per8tJn. 

&. The interest then used, and the endeavouring to 
bring the two nations to a coalition, which had made 
a great progreBS, would have drawIl off the States wholly 
&om the Spanish interest, which now mingles much in 
their counSl'ls; and if that bad been then followed 
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home, it would have made that state at that time 
wholly yours. If, when you sent ten thousand men to 
Jamaica, where you have left your dead men to your 
reproach, you had sent the same fleet to the Sound and 
fallen upon the Dutch, that would have done your 
business. You might have been a great way in Ger_ 
many, and have made an emperor there yourself. 

t< That which increases my jealousy is, that I see this 
affair all along managed but to IlUpport the interest of II 
single person, and not for the public good, the people's 
interest. 

" Our counsels have been mingled with France, and 
taken from the cardinal, who goeth upon the most ty­
rannical principles of government in the world. The 
French put us upon this remote design; and out of 
that bow, I doubt, comes this shaft, to be sent into the 
Sound. Looks not this like a principle of cardinal 
Mazarine, for your single person to get a fleet into 
his hands? 

" I know no reason you have to send a fleet inde­
finitely, implicitly upon this design. The Swede is ab­
solute possessor of both sides of the Sound, and he will 
make sure of the passage too, if you do but assist him ; 
and when he hath it, he must either give it you by new 
treaty, or you must take it o:ut of his hands by force. 

t< When one half was in the Dane's hands, and the 
other in the Swede's it was then best for us, for we 
might be as necessary to the Dane as any other. And 
now France, when they see an opportunity, can easily 
resent former injuries. This business is not fit to be 
so openly debated. It requires more secrecy. 

" A twofold necessity has been thought of, and is pnt 
upon you.-I. It is not to be delayed till to-morrow. 
That·will be too late. This is the very nick of time, 
and they put it upon you with so great necessity, that 
all other arguments must receive no favour. 2. You 
must transmit wholly to the disposal of your single 
person, to do what he pleases. There is nothing lost in 
the preparations of the fleet. Your officers, I beJievt, 
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are all commissitPed upon that presumption, that the 
militia is already in him. Nought will satisfy, unless 
the militia be granted in the ringle per80n within twenty­
four hours. 

"In answer to the objection.-l. The vote will not 
seclude us, 'unless the disposal be in the single persOn, 
and by that you give away implicitly the power of 
the militia, before you have asserted your own right, or 
taken it upon yourselves. Oh ! but you make the 8ingle 
person no other than a committee-man ! 

" Yet, though 16th to own it, leat you come to a com_ 
monwealth again, 80 dangerous, not 80 much as advice 
will be admitted I 

"2. And as you do not assert your right in the 
militia, so you do not assert your interest, or take that 
part of it that belongs to you in the very business be­
fore you. You must have the persons' names brought in 
to you to be approved. It is told you, you are not able 
here to"make or manage peace or war! Your commander_ 
in-chief must do it. I hope you will express your in_ 
terest as well as a declaration. Assert the practice as 
well as the right of the militia. Be assured of the 
faithfulness of the commonwealth;1 first, of those persons 
that you send., I hope you will have an able com­
mander, and one that hath given good testimony of his 
good affection towards you. 

et 8. You must at one day give up all the interest in 
the militia, upon the necessity ,that is urged upon you; 
the necessity that it must be done in this manner, and 
no other way. 

t< You have better methods! ]. Assert your militia 
to be in you. 2. Refer it to your commissioners, to see 
that no delay be in it. 3. Have your officers before 
you, and approve of them. 4. Appoint a committee of 
your own, to advise about disposing of this to the most 
public advantage." 

This speech produced a very great effect. Its last 
recolnmendations in especial were most subtilely and 
effectively aimed. They revived the old disputes be-
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tween the long parliament and CharletjJ which had so 
many significant associations connected with them, and 
brought back in its full force the startling question he 
had put to them in his previous speech of the 9th of 
February - " SHALL WE BE UNDER-BUILDERII TO su­
PREME STUART?" Shall we lay the foundation of a 
system that must bring a ' Charles the Second' back to 
us sooner or later? 

Some days after this, on the 1st of March, 1658, 
we accordingly find the old dispute upon the source of 
Richard's power, the famous" Petition and Advice" to 
bind the present parliameBt, and the propriety of ad_ 
mitting of the title of the "other house" (as the 
miserable assembly of lords was contemptuously called). 
again in discussion. Vane's speeeh ran thus:-

"The more I consider this, the more difficulty I 
meet with. I have my eye upon the petition and ad­
vice; and if you consider how things are left, upon the 
death of the late Protector, by that petition and advice, 
I am sure, unless you shut your eyes, you fTUly 8ee tAal 
you are tile undoubted legialatit1e power of tile nation; 
6t16n by tJaat constitution by which you are called, aM 
tile Protector himself proclaimed. 

" 1. You know when the Recognition was pressed, 
how much it was urged that the Protector should be 
made out to be so, according to the petition and ad­
vice, namely, by due nominati~n; which hath never 
been done unto this day. The declaration of his 
highness appears not! 

"Admit that he was duly nominated himself; yet· 
there is no power in that petition and advice for this 
Protector to nominate another house: and that power in 
him is defective, because it was singly given to the 1ate 
Protector. 

" I would have you first examine, whether those now 
sitting have any foundation, as now called, by that law; 
there will be no cause of complaint against you by keep­
ing to that rule. 

"I understand not tIIat objection that we MIJ ... 
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• "ruM ami maJtaCled, ami ClJnnot proceed; that we 
can effect nothing unless we transact with these 
men. You have as much power to make a house of 
lords with the concurrence of the Protector, as the last 
parliament had. 

« I thought you would have gone to clear the rights 
and liberties of the people, and to have passed that 
between you and his hig4ness, without owning the 
other houae. 

" Sir, we have as much power as those that made the 
petition and advice. It is but the uBing of the ju.t po1lJBr. 

We are wandering and cannot find the door, 80 great and 
wilful blindness is upon us. It has pleased God to 
confound us in our debates, that we cannot, in a third, 
come to a question; because we wander from our con. 
stitution. 

" Cannot we dispatch the business of this parliament, 
and leave the other house alone till next parlia­
ment? Why may it not be left till then? Keep but 
true to the things you have already. I know not how 
we are limited. Di,cour.e abroad illig., gour vote . is 
tIIith them. H()U1 it CMneI, I know not! 

<r It will be told you next, that a house of commons is 
unnecessary, and out of your ruins the Seventy shall be . 
built up ! Consider clearly whether this house now 
Bitting have any foundation by this calling, to sit upon 
the petition and advice. If they have not, I think you 
are as fit to advise about calling them, as the council 
that called them." 

Six days later, these questions assumed a more serious 
shape, and a very long and arlluous debate was taken on 
the question of recognising this house of lords, which, 
secretary Thurlow, with amazing assurance, urged was 
as much entitled to existence under the "petition and 
advice" as the house of commons or the protectorate. 
This called up Vane, who gave way to greater passion, 
and even fierceness of manner, than he bad ever shown 
before. The terrible intensity of every word in this 
speech is truly astonishing. 

VOL. IV. o 
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" I am very sorry to trouble you so Iste. Could I 
satisfy myself with these grounds that have been offered, 
I should not trouble you. 

" If you paIIB in the negative, all the power i, here. II 
the contrarg, I dare ,ay then all the power iB gone hence. 

" I conceive, in passing this in the negative, you do 
bring all power into this house, but not into that way of 
a commonwealth. 

" When the power of king or hOUBe of kmla is melted 
down into thi8 house, it i8 in the people by the latrJ of 
nature and reason. Death, and tract of time, may melt 
it and bring it down, but this ,hall never die. Where 
is then the anarchy, the meaking oligarchy? 

"The representative body never dies, whoever die. 
Provision is made for it. By the law of the land, they 
could have come together if there had been no pro­
tector de facto. You are etJ61' thu,. 

"You have voted a protector de facto, and put it 
in a way of a bill, to put it de jure, and I hear no 
argumentB now against it! 
'" The question is not now, whether the petition and 

advice shall be a law, but whether it shall be so far as 
it is argued to be a Isw. Or whether it be not a Isme 
Isw, to bring in king, lords, and commons, insensibly. 

c, It was told you by Mr. Attorney, of the duchy, that 
this was a restitution. But it is not told you how the 
power came into the hands of your old servants, that 
turned you out of doors. 

" As to the petition and advice, they declsred here that 
it was made elsewhere; and they gave you no more than 
they tllought fit, a mere show! 

" .4. new family; one peer in the room of another. and 
here's face about again! 

" Consider the fate of that king. I wonder to hear 
arguments of force used. 

" If you paIIB thiB, you pu, all. The question is as 
catching as that of the French king, When I con_ 
sider how comprehensive this question is, I wonder how 
it should be thought to pass in the affirmative. 
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.. ]. Yon admit this "house" to be a rightful house, 
upon the same rightful foot with yourself. You admit 
them to be fit and meet persons, and that this is for the 
good of the people. 2. You aet up a means to per­
petuate an· arbitrary power over you, to layyour8elve8 
aIliM, and fIU1ke you for ever u8ele8s, I f71UylJay odiou8, 
for ~er! 

" You settle ] 30,000/. per annum, such as never was 
done. Y OIl have granted the excise and customs for 
ever, and farmed them in such a way as to make thl.' 
people cry out their governors are very unnatural. The 
people would never part with customs. You can relieve 
no grievances •. 

" Formerly you might have gone alone. Possession 
- you see how far it goes. 

<t The sore is, theyart.' afraid that you should go alone 
to his highness and complsin of his sneaking coun­
&ellors ! 

<c God is Almighty ! 
" Will not you trust Him with the consequences? He 

that has unaettletl a monarchy qf 80 many descent8, in 
peaceable times, and brought you to the top of your 
liberties, t1wt.tgh he drive you back for a while into the 
CDildernes8, he will bring you back; He i, a wiser 
CDorkman than to reject his own work. 

u Go you on to advise with his highness.-Adciae him, 
in his tender year8, of the mal-administration! I know 
no "hindrance but you may transact with hill highneSB 
alone, and agree of" another house" in the best way for 
the good of tbenation." 

The effect of this speech wa.~ 80 great, that npon an 
actual division of the English members, it is thought 
the republicans must have won the day. The Scotch 
and Irish nominees of the crown once more turned the 
balance against them. 

Against these nominl'es Vane now directed his as_ 
saults. On the 9th of March he startled the house by 
telling them that io present circ1mlstances. thl.'y were no 

o 2 
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house, and that cc they had been out of order ever since 
they sat." Upon a point of order he rose and said,-

" I could not attend you yesterday in your great debate. 
If I understand any thing of order, you have been 
out of order ever since you sat. Till this was cleared, 
you ought to have done nought but choose your speaker. 

" It arises thus to'me. As your question was, last 
parliament, whether you would keep out so many mem­
bers as that those that were in might make the .peti­
tion and advice; now, the question is, whether you 
shall take in so many as are not members that may con­
firm it. You propose to transact with those persons here 
that have no foundation, that you may tr!,nsact with per­
sons that have no law to be another house. By this means 
you have subverted your own foundation. Your wis­
dom will be concerned in it, to part with a prize in 
your hands, that you know not how to manage. Again, 
it must be considered that they should withdraw, while 
this debate is afoot. Otherwise, they will hang upon 
you perpetually as-a negative. As you lay your found­
ation, so will the weight of it be. You will look for 
peace, and have none. 

"The vote for the single person passed with the 
greatest unanimity that ever was. When a man is 
asleep, he finds no hunger till he wake. I doubt tie 
people of England will be hungry when they awake! 

" A greater imposition never was by a single person 
upon a parliament, to put 60 votes upon you. By this 
means, it shall be brought upon you insensibly, to vote 
by Scotch and Irish members, to enforce all your votes 
hereafter." 

It is a remarkable proof of the surpassing influence 
of Vane and the party he chiefly represented in this 
house, that notwithstanding even these nominees, and 
all the scandalous resources which had been employed 
to influence the elections, the republicans actually ma­
naged in the end to achieve a ml\iority upon the omis­
sion of the word "undoubted" from the recognition of 
the Protector's title. ' 
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The last speech I shall notice in Burton's Diary of 
this parliament attests Vane's impartial justice and hu­
manity. A petition had been presented to the house on 
the part of seventy persons, royalist prisoners, who had 
some years before been sent to Barbadoes. It appears 
that, when they arrived after much ill treatment at the 
place of their destination, they were Bold in the public 
market. It was alleged, however, in answer to the pe­
tition by some of the protector's party, that their slavery 
was limited to five years, and that a distinction was 
made in favour of their condition, above that of the ne_ 
groes who worked in the cultivation and preparation of 
sugar. TheBe face-making friends of liberty protested, 
besides, that these men had basely resisted the cause of 
the right faith, and deserved extreme punishment. Most 
admirably did V me answer them. A better retort was 
never made, nor was ever the distinction between hosti­
lities, public and private, or between sincere enemies and 
false friende, more exquisitely given. The allusion from 
Lucretius, at the close, is in perfect keeping with the 

• whole. 
« I do not look on this business as a cavalierish busi_ 

ness; but as a matter that concerns the liberty of the 
free-born people of England. 

« To be used in this barbarous manner, put under 
hatches, to see no light till they came thither, and Bold 
there for 1001.-such wall the case of this Thomas ! 

" I am glad to hear the old cause so well resented; that 
IDe hafle a 86n8e and loathing of the tyranny of the late 
king, and of all that tread in his steps, to' impose on 
liberty and property! As I shoull} be glad to see any 
discoursgement upon· the cavaliers. 80 I should be glad 
to Bee any discouragement and indignation. of yours 
Dgainst such per80ns as tread in Charles Stuart's 8tep8, 
_/wever they be. The end of the major-generals was 
good as to keeping down that party, but the precedent 
was dangerous. 

« Let us not be led away. Whenever the tables 
turn, the same will be imposed upon yow best men, 

oS 
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that is now designed to the worst. There is a fall&ey 
and subtilty on both hands. I would have you be as 
vigilant against that party as you can: but if you find 
the liberty and property of the people of England thus 
violated, take occasion from these ill precedents to make 
good laws. 

" ThatwhicA maku me hatethecatHJlier.," their cad, 
and when I llee other. hate their carlile, I .hall belie« 
them, that they hate their pe1'.07Ul. I detest and abhor 
them as much as any. Let us not have new cavaliers 
and old. Let m hate it in thoBe that tread in eMir 
.tep8, a8 well a8 in them8e/fJtJ8. Be not cozened by p0-

pularity on the one hand, in complaints of this nat]lre, 
nor on the other hand swallow up your liberties and 
properties. Do not that which is bonum only, but 
bone." 

An extraordinary party, meanwhile, had been formed 
without the doors of the house. It was supposed, by 
a large class of the mere liberal section of Cromwell's 
officers, that Vane's objects might at last prevail, such ' 
was the irresistible power and energy with which, un­
subdued and unrelaxing, he still urged them forward. I 

They now suddenly resolved upon the policy of hastening 
their achievement, by forcing a dissolution of the pre­
sent corrupt house; and a petition had accordingly been 
prepared by these men, and was forwarded through 
the hands of Fleetwood, the young protector's brother­
in-law, and Desborough, his uncle, to Richard, request­
ing him to dissolve the parliament. Richard, in alarID, 
accordingly'despatched the keeper of the seal, as be ,,'as 
bidden, to diasolve the houses; but, having received in­
formation of the design, the house of commons deter­
mined not to be dissolved, ordered their doors to be closed, 
and the gentleman usher of the black 'rod to be refused 
the permission of entry. Some of the members abruptly 
quitted the house. It was voted that the fugitives 
should be called back, and that no member should hence­
forth quit his place without leave. The Protector's 
summons to attend him in the house of lords was,not 
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obeyed; and while the usher unsuccessfully pressed for 
admittance, it is said. that Vane, resolved to use even 
this last opportunity of bringing Richard into contempt, 
rose, and addresaed the speaker in these words:-

"Mr.Speaker,-Amongall the people of the universe, 
I know none who have shown so much zeal for the liberty 
of their country, as the English at this time have done: 
they have, by the help of divine Providence, overcome 
all obstacles, and have made themselves free. We have 
driven away the hereditary tyranny of the house of 
Stuart, at the expense of much blood and treasure, in 
hopes of enjoying hereditary liberty, after having shaken 
off the yoke of kingship; and there is not a man 
amongst U8, who could have imagined that any person 
would be so bold sa to dare to attempt the ravishing from 
us that freedom, which cost us so much blood and so 
much labour. But so it happens,· I know not by what 
misfortune, we are fallen into the error of those who 
poisoned the emperor Titus to make room for Domitian, 
who made away Augustus that they might have Tibe_ 
rius, and changed Claudius for Nero. I am sensible 
these examples are foreign from my subject, since the 
Romans in those days were buried in lewdness and 
luxury; whereas the people of England are now re­
nowned, all over the world, for their great virtue and 
discipline; and yet suffer an idiot without courage, 
without sense, nay, without ambition, to have dominion 
in a country of liberty! One could bear a little with 
Oliver Cromwell, though, contrary to his oath of fidelity 
to the parliament, contrary to his duty to the public, 
contrary to the respect he owed that venerable body 
from whom he received his authority, he usurped the 
government. His merit was so extraordinary, that our 
judgments, our passions, might be blinded by it. He 
made his way to empire by the most illustrious actions: 

• By the authon of the Blosraphla Brittanlca, Oldmixon, and other •• 
The lpeech I. not In Burton, because that diary abruptly clost., before the 
day In q .... lon. 

o 4 
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he had UDder hil command an army that had made 
him a conqueror, and a people that had made him their 
general. But as for Richard Cromwell his IOn, who it 
he? what are his titles ? We have aeen that he had I 

aword by his side; but did he ever draw it? And, what 
is of more importance in this case, il he fit to get 
obedience from a mighty nation, who could never make 
a footman obey him ? Yet we mut recognise this man 
as our king, under the style of Protector I-a man without 
birth, without courage, without conduct. For my part, 
I declare, air, it shall never be said that I made such t. 
man my muter.· 

Richard Cromwell never appeared in public again. 
The government continued for a abort time to be ad­
ministered in his name, but he was himself fC null and 
void." 

After his formal abdication, which speedily followed, 
an open coalition was announced between the republicans 
and the more liberal division of officers, by the leaders 
of the respective parties, Vane and Fleetwood. The 
result of this was the resuscitation of the famous Long 
Parliament, and the administration of the government, 
for a short period, on republican principles. But for 
many re38011S, which need not be discusaed here, the 
cause was 800n found hopeless. Upon the subsequent 
rupture between the parliament and the officers, Vane 
adhered to the latter, as the last resource against Monk 
in favour of a republic, accepted a commission·, and 
was ultimately, when that inextinguishable parliament 
revived itself again, carried under arrest for it into his 
seat in Lincolnshire. This adhesion to the officers baa 

• This w .. made matter of charge against him on hi' trial. He observed 
upon it thUB: -« That which remains ot further charge ,et to me, is lbe 
businels of a regiment, aD employment, which I can in trurh aiBnn, mille 
own inclinations, nature, and breeding little fitted me (or, and which was 
Intended only a. honorary and titular, with relation to "oIunteeR who. 
by their applicalion to the council of state, in a time of great commoti ..... 
did propound their own omeen, and, without any &eeking of mine, or JDy 
considering any further of it, than lUI the Uoe of mr. name, did. &lDonB 
uthen, nominate me for .3 colonel, which tbe ootlnCll of ltate approyed. 
granting commission. to myself and all other officers relating tber~Dto. 
And the par1iament confirmed my said commission, upon report thenoC 
made to them. . 
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nevertheless been truly called .. one of those acts which 
prove Vane a sagacious and sound politician." He saw 
that the commonwealth could be .. ved only by union 
with the army. He detected earlier than any other the 
designs of Monk,; but strove in vain to collect materials 
for their overthrow. Haselrig and his ailly aaaociates of 
the long parliament were meanwhile in procesa of cajole­
ment to their heart's content. Vane stayed at Belleau, 
now confident of the worst; and never at any time had 
OH,er Cromwell's despotism struck him SO with anger 
or with shame, as when he now reflected on that state of 
indifference to liberty into which it had brought his 
countrymen. 

I will rapidly sketch the general features of his con­
duct before his arrest, and then proceed to the " restor­
ation." During his adhesion to the officers, he was 
appointed one of the committee of safety, to whom the 
mpreme and entire power of the country was intrusted, 
until parliament could make further arrangements. The 
snthority of this committee was to continue only for 
eight days. A council of state was subsequently agreed 
upon; and, on the 18th of May, he was nominated one 
of its members. He was also, at that time, chairman 
of a committee of this council, to whom the whole mili_ 
tary and naval force of the country was committed, with 
power to make all appointments in each branch of the 
service. Soon afterwards, a special commission was 
formed to administer the affairs of the admiralty, and 
he was placed at its head. In September, 1659, he 
was made president of the council, and continued to 
llerve in every important trust, as the leading member 
of committees of safety, and other el\ecutive and legisla­
tive committees. Upon one of the latter committees, he 
discharged his last noble effort for the great cause his 
life had been devoted to, by reporting a bill for the 
future and permanent settlement of the government, of 
which the following were the heads: -

" 1. That the supreme power, delegated by the peo­
ple to their trustees, ought to be in some fundamentals 
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not dispensed with;" that is, that a CONSTITUTION ought 
to be drawn up and established, specifying the principles 
by which the successive fC trustees," or representatives, 
assembled under it, should be guided and restrained in the 
conduct of the government, and clearly stating thOle 
particulars in which they would not be permitted to 
legislate or act. 2. One point, which was to be deter­
mined and fixed in this constitution, so that no legis­
lative power should ever be able to alter or move it, was 
this, - fC That it is destructive to the people's liberties 
(to which, by God's blessing, they are fully restored) 
to admit any earthly king, or single person, to the legis­
lative or executive power over this nation." 3. The 
only other principle reported as fundamental, and to be 
placed at the very basis of the constitution, was this, 
cc That the supreme power is not entrusted to the pe0-
ple's trustees, to erect matters of faith and worship, so 
as to exercise compulsion therein." 

Such services as these, however, were past for ever, 
for the people were now drunk with the orgies of the 
cr restoration." Upon ~e occurrence of this event, 
Valle left his seat in Lincolnshire, and came up to a 
favourite residence he had at Hampstead, near London.· 
He was not fC conscious of having done anything in re­
lation to public affairs, for which he could not willingly 
and cheerfully suffer." He had taken no share in the 
trial or death of Charles I., and the new king had gra­
ciously promised a wide and merciful indemnity. But 
in the early part of July, 1660, he was arrested at 
Hampstead, and flung into the Tower. 

Lord Clarendon was the author of this measure. A 
glance at the proceedings by which Vane was excepted 
from the indemnity shows it beyond the possibility of 
doubt. Long debates, and many conferences between 
the two houses of parliament, had taken place previously 
to the passing of that act. The house of commons pro-

• posed to subject to capital punishments those alone 
who had been immediately concerned. in the trial and 

• Ludlow, vol ilL p. 111. 
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execution of Charles I., at the same time not exempting 
other offenders from penalties and forfeitures. The 
king himself, in a speech addressed to the lords on the 
subject of the act of indemnity, assured the house, that 
he never had entertained a thought of excepting any be­
sides those immediately concerned in the murder of his 
father, and begged them not to exclude others from the 
benefit of the act. This mercy and indulgence, the 
king said, would be the best way to bring them to re­
pentance, and the safest expedient to prevent future 
mi&C~ief. The house of lords, however, urged the ne­
cessityof excluding Vane, and this was distinctly on 
Clarendon's suggestion. In one of the conferences, the 
"lord chancellor Hyde" advised the exclusion of Vane, 
as "a man of mischievous activity." The common8 op­
poled. thil for 80me time. At length, after three confer­
ences, they agreed to except him, on a IJUgg&tionfrom 
the lord.··chancellor, that the two MU8e8 8MUM petition 
the king to 8pare hi8 life. A petition of the two houses 
was accordingly presented, praying the king, on behalf 
ofsir Henry Vane, that, if he should be attainted, his 
execution might be remitted. The king received the 
petition, and granted the request. Even bishop Burnet 
admits the king gave a favourable answer, though in 
general words. On his trial Vane pleaded the royal pro_ 
mise in his defence, and the fact of such a promise was 
Dot denied by the counsel for the prosecution. The 
promise itself was absolutely read in the court. 

During these debates, the illustrious prisoner had 
been moved from prison to prison, and was at length 
immured in a solitary castle on one of the isles of 
Scilly. 

Here he was deliberately kept till a more pliant par­
liament could be got together for the purposes of his 
murder. It is not a harsh expression to use in this 
case. From the moment of the restoration, Charles 
and his chancellor had resolved upon the murder of 
Vane. They procured his exception from the indem­
nity act by a trick, and now waited till a house of 
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commons, more alavish and more zealous for royalty 
than that of the conv~ntion parliament, could be set 
on to clamour For his death. 

For two years, necesaary to the completion of this 
diabolical plan, he was kept a prisoner; and here, 
on Scilly, while waiting this slow approach of ven. 
geance, in the solitary and dismal receBBel of a desolate 
castle, he lost neither his lofty spirit nor his cabn phi­
losophy. Although separated from his family snd 
friends, and severed, as it were, from the earth itself, 
shut out from the light of heaven and the intercourse 
of man, hearing no sound but the duhing of the ocesn's 
waves against the foundation-stones, and the howling of 
its storms among the turrets, of hiB feudal prilOn, his 
soul was serene and unrufHed, the abode of peace snd 
light. Religion and philosophy, to whose service he 
had devoted his great faculties and pure affections, in 
the days of his ardent youth and glorious manhood, 
when power and prosperity were his lot, and the world 
was bright before him, now came to solace and cheer, 
and bless him, in the reverse of his earthly fortunes, 
and when the dark clouds were gathering around the 
close of his career. "Although," pursues an eloquent 
writer, speaking of him at this period, "to human eye 
all his efforts had failed, and the cause of liberty WSB 

utterly lost and undone, when even hope itself had 
:fled from every-other breast, he did not despond. Not 
a shadow of doubt passed over his spirit. His con·· 
fidence was founded upon a rock, and his faith in the 
promises of God, disclosed to his clear and heaven-illu­
mined vision the' sure prospect of the happy period, 
when there would be no more tyranny or oppression on 
the earth. He felt that the hour of his final trial was 
rapidly approaching; and, although there was a con­
stitutional delicacy and tenderness in his nature, which 
had even made him so sensitive to physical suffering, as 
to lead his enemies to charge him with a want of per­
sonal courage, he contemplated death with a singular 
calmneBB and complacency of spirit. And well he 
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might; for, when he looked. back over his life, his 
mind rested with a just satisfaction upon the faithful 
and constant devotion of his talents to the cause of God 
and his people; and, when he turned towards the 
future, he contemplated, with a glorious hope and 
blessed assurance, the rewards in reserve for sincerity, 
benevolence, and piety, in that world where the wicked. 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest." 

Some of the writings with which this imprisonment 
was thus dignified and solaced happily remain on record. 
It was here he wrote the tl People's Case Stated," which 

. I have already fully described,. and other religious 
works in accordance with the pure faith and the ele_ 
vated doctrine which have also received ample illus­
tration in these pages. Other fragments of works 
remain, and are, many of them, of a deeply touching 
character. He wrote of "Government," of " Re­
ligion, of" Life," of" Death," of "Friends," of 
"Enemies," with all the calmness of an ancient philo­
sopher, but in the deepest and most generous spirit of 
diviner Christianity. The GOOD OLD CAUSE was now 
apparently lost for ever. All its greatest friends had 
sunk into the grave, or were wandering in exile, or im­
mured in dungeons, or perishing on the scaffold. His 
own blood was, he well knew, thirsted after by powerful 
enemies. Yet he contemplated. all things as he had ever 
contemplated them; he sawall the objects of bis glori­
ous life as they had ever been present with him, save 
only that now his hope was gone of himself surviving 
to wi tness their achievement: 

"The people's cause, whom God after trial hath de­
clared free, is a righteous one, though not so prudently 
and righteoualy managed. as it might and ought to have 
been. God's doom is therefore justly executed upon 
us, with what intent and jugglings soever it was pro­
secuted by men." 

In his Meditations on Death, he regarded that event 
not only with cheerful fortitude, but in the profoundest 
spirit of philosophy. 

t< Death is the inevitable law God and nature have 
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put upon UB. Things certain should not be feared, but 
expected. Things doubtful only are to be feared. Death, 
instead of taking away any thing from us, gives 118 all, 
even the perfection of our natures j sets us at liberty 
both from our own bodily desires and others' domination; 
makes the servant free from his master. It doth not 
bring us into darkness, but takes darkness out of 118, us 
out of darkness, and puts us into marvellous light. No­
thing perishes or is dissolved by death, but the veil and 
covering, which is wont to be done away from all ripe 
fruit. It brings us out of a dark dungeon, through the 
crannies whereof our sight of light is but weak and small, 
and brings us into an open liberty, an estate of light and 
life, unveiled and perpetual. It takes us out of that 
mortality which begau in the womb of our mother, and 
now ends to bring us into that life which shall never 
end. This day, which thou fearest as thy last, is thy 
birthday into eternity. 

ee DeatA lwldB a high place in the polic!I and great 
commonwealth of tAe world. It is very profitable for the 
succession and continuance of the works of nature. 

ee The fading corruption, and loss of this life, is the 
passage into a better. Death is no less essential to us, 
than to live, or to be born. In flying death thou flyest 
thyself: thy essence is equally parted into these two, life 
and death. It is the condition and law of thy creation. 
Men are not sent into the world by God, but with pur. 
pose to go forth again; which he that is not willing to 
do, should not come in. 

ee The first day of thy birth bindeth thee and sets thee 
in the way as well to death as to life. To be unwilling 
therefore to die, is to be unwilling to be a man, since to 
be a man is to be mortal. It being therefore so service­
able to nature and the institution of it, why should it be 
feared or shunned? Besides, it is necessary and inevi. 
table: we must do our best endeavour in things that are 
not remediless, but ought to grow resolute in things 
past remedy. 

ee It is most just, reasonable, and desirable. to arrlte 
at that place towards which we are alway. walking. 
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Why fearest thou to go whither all the world goes? lIt 
is the part of a valiant and gener0u8 mind, to pr/if'er 80me 
tAing8 before life, aa thing8 for which a man 8Muld not 
doubt nor fear to die. In such a case, however matters 
go, a man must more account thereof than of his life. 
He must run his race with resolution, that he may per_ 
form things profitable and exemplary. 

« The contempt of death is that which produceth the 
boldest and most bonourable exploits. He that fears 
not to die, fears nothing. From hence bave proceeded 
the commendable resolutions and free speeches of virtue, 
uttered by men of whom tbeworldhas not been worthy:'. 

Of " Life" be had then instructed himself to think 
as only the passage to a place where knowledge and 
virtue would be better achieved after the body was in 
the grave:-

I, There is a time to live and a time to die. A good 
death is far better and more eligible than an ill life. A 
wise man lives but so long as his life is more worth 
than his death. The longer life is not always the 
better. To what end serves a long life? Simply to live, 

• Again, In another """age ofthl. exquisite fragment he llya-"Ttue 
natural wildom punueth the learning and practice of dying weil, as the 
Yery end of life; aod, Indeed, he hath not lpent his life ill that bath 
learned to die welL It ill the chlefeat thing and duty.of Ufe, The know­
ledge of dying ill the knowledge of liberty, tbe state of true f'reedomt the 
way to fear nothing, to live weil, contentedly and peaceably. Wimout 
tbi. there i. no more plealure in life than in the ITuitioo of tbat thing 
which a man feareth alwayo to 100e. In order to wbich, we mUit aboYe 
aU endeavour that our lins. may die, and tbat we lee them dead before 
ourselves, which alone can give UI boldneu in the day of Judgment, a.,d 
make u. alwaYI ready and prepared for death. Death ill not to be feared 
and Sed from, as It Is by mootl but Iweetly and patiently to be waited 
for ... thing natural, realonab e. and inevitable." , 

I cannot reoiat Biylng one eatraet more, in which we SDd two thoughts 
n~ almost literally In Shakopeare'l words: -" It io a ROOd time to 
die, when to live ill rather a burthel1 than a bleaoiog, and tbere ro more ill In 
Jill! than 1IOOd. There are many things in life far worse than death, in re­
spect whereof we ,bould rather die than live. The more voluntary ollr 
dellUula, the more honourable. Life may be taken away from every man, 
by every man, but Dot death • 

.. It;. a great point of wisdom to know the rlsht hour III,1d fit season to 
die. Many men lJa .. ......,i .. d tlleir OWII SIo'1/. That II the belt death 
which il well recollected in Itlelr, quiet, IOlItary, and attendeth wholly 
to wbat at that time II littelt. 

" They that live by faith, die dally. The life which faith leachea, worb 
death. It lead. up the mind to thiDS' not seen, whicb are eternal, aDd 
tak"" it oft' with its aflllctloni and delirea, from things Been, whicb are 
temporary." 

Digitized by Coogle 



208 BRITIIIB STATESMEN. 

breathe, eat, drink, and aee this world. What neeth 
so long a time for all this ? Methinks we should soon 
be tired with the daily repetition of these and the like 
vanities. Would we live long to gain knowledge, ex­
perience, and virtue? This aeems an honest design, but 
is better to be had other ways by good men, when their 
bodies are in the grave." 

In another most beautiful passage on this subject, his 
peculiar religious faith is strikingly shown: -

" The knowledge, sight, and experience of such a 
kind of subsisting and heavel;lly manner of life, that 
man is capable of, is the best preparative, and moat 
powerful motive, to leave the body, and surcease the 
use of our earthly organs. This, in e~t, is all that 
bodily death, rightly knoWn and understood, doth im­
part: a lawful surceasing the use and exercise of our 
earthly organs, and our willing and cheerful resorting 
to the use and exercise of that life without the body, 
which man is capable to subsist in, when made perfect 
in spirit, an equal and associate with angels, under the 
power and order of expressing what he inwardly con· 
ceives, as they do. This made Paul look upon life in 
the body, and life out of it, with no indifferent eye; 
as accounting the being at home in the body an 
absence from the Lord; and such a kind of absence 
from the body as death causes, to be that which makes 
us most present with the Lord; which, therefore, he 
should be most willing unto, aud, with greatest long­
ing after, desire." 

Towards the close of the second year of his impri­
sonment, we ascertain the desperate efforts his enemies 
were making to force on his trial, in passages of a most 
affecting letter to his wife. 

"My DEAR HEART," he begins, "the wind yet 
continuing contrary, makes me desirous to be as much 
in converse with thee, (having this opportunity) as the 
providenee of God will permit; hoping these will coJ1l!' 

safe to your hand. I t is no small satisfaction to me, in 
these sharp trials, to experience the tru th of those CbriJeian 
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principles, while God, of his grace, hath afforded you 
and me the knowledge, and emboldened us to make 
the profession, of. Have faith and hope, my dearest. 
God's arm is not shortel)ed; doubtless great and 
precious promises are yet in store to be accomplished 
in and upon believers. here ,on earth, to the making 
of Christ admired in them. And if we cannot live 

. in the power and actual possession of them, yet if we 
die in the certain foresight and embracing of them 
by faith, it will be our great blessing. Thill dark 
night and black ,hade wAicA God hath drawn over Ai, 
IIJOrk in the midst qf WI, may be, for aught we know, the 
grov:lut-colour to lOme heauttful piece that he i, MW 
upoBing to the ligAt." Dwelling next upon the trials he 
had been called to, with a view to the working out of this 
most sublime image, he expresses the good and holy 
inftuence which afflictions are intended by Providence 
to exert upon the christian aspects of man's cha­
racter. "Nor would I have it thought, that I have 
already attained the powerful practice of this holy duty 
and perfection, but it is much in my desire, aim, and 
hope. The difRcult circumstances 1 am in, and that 
I am still more and more every day cast into, by God's 
wise.disposing providence, to the sequestering me from 
the world, and withholding all sensible comforts from 
me,so much as he doth, make me, in some sort, confident 
it is for a good end, and that out of love and fllithful­
ness I am made to drink of this bitter cup, the better to 
help forward that necessary work in me, and upon me, 
wherein consists the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

,<C If I may have and enjoy tbis, it would seem a very 
little matter to me to be in outward lIands, banishment, 
want, or any other afRictions. Help me, then, (in all your 
cares and solicitudes about me,) to what will further and 
advance this work in me. The Lorc;l grant me and mine 
to be content, if he deny UB to live of our own, and will 
bring us to the daily bread of his finding, which he will 
have us wait for, fresh and fresh from his own table, 
wi~out knowing any thing of it beforehand. Perad-

YOLo IV p 
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~l'nture there is a greater sweetness and blessing in auell 
a condition than we can imagine till we have tried it. 
This may add to my' help, even our making little haste 
to get out of our troubles, patiently waiting till God's 
time come, wherein he will open the prison doors, 
either by death, or some other way, as he please, for 
the magnifying his own great name, not suffering us to 
be our own choosers in any thing, as hitherto hath been 
his way with us • 

. " And why should such a taking up sanctuary in 
Ood, and desiring to continue a pilgrim and solitary in 
thiB world, whilst I am in it, afford still matter oj 
jealousy, dutrust, and rage, as I SPe it doth to tJwe 
who are unwilling that I should be buried and lie quiet 
in my grave, where I now am. They that press 80 ear­
nestly to carryon my trial do little know what p1'esente 

of God may be afforded me in it and usue out of it, to 
the magnifying of (:hriBt in my body, by life or by dtath. 
Nor can they, I am sure, imagine how much I desire 
to be dissolved and to be with Christ, which of all things 
that can befall me I account best of all. And till then, 
I desire to be made faithful in my place and station, to 
make confession of him before men and not deny his 
name, if called forth to give a public testimony and 
witness concerning him, and to be herein nothing 
terrified. What then will the hurt be, that I can or 
shall receive by the worst that man can do unto me, 
who can but kill the body, and thereby open my prison 
door, that I may ascend into the pleasures that are at 
Christ's right hand? If the storm against us grow still 
higher and higher, so as to strip us of all we have, the 
earth is still the Lord's and the fulness thereof; he 
hath a good storehouse for us to live upon. God can, 
and (if he think fit) will chalk out some way, wherein 
he may appear by his providence to choose for us, and 
not leave us to our own choice. And being contracted 
into that small compass, which he shall think fi t to reduO! 
us unto, we may, perhaps, meet with as true inward 
contentment, and see as great a mercy in such a seques-
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tration from the world, as if we were in the greatest 
outward prosperity. I know nothing that remains te 
us, but like a tossed ship in a stonn, to let ourselves be 
tossed and driven with the winds, till He that can make 
these storms to cease, and bring us into a safe. haven, 
do work out our deliverance for us. I doubt not but you 
will accordingly endeavour to prepare for the WOISt." 

tr In this letter, it will be seen, Vane's touching design 
is not solely to prepare his wife and family for his 
death, which he knew to be near, but also to sustain 
and solace them in the poverty to which they would be 
left, should his estates suffer the forfeitures of trea­
son. Soon after its date, which was March 7th, 1662, 
he was removed from Scilly to the Tower of London. 
The grand jury having found a bill against him as " a 
false traitor, &c.," he was arraigned before the court of 
king's bench on the 2d of June, 1662. 

Vane was refused the assistance of counsel, and stood 
alone on the floor of the court that memorable day, 
against the attorney-general-, the solicitor.general, and 
four others of the most eminent lawyera in the kingdom; 
among whom were men that had been agents in the 
affairs of the commonwealth when Vane was its most 
eminent chief! He was not permitted to see his in_ 
dictment before it was now read, or to have a copy of 
it afterwards, and he had been denied the benefit of legal 
advice or consultation out of the court as well as in. 
Yet he stoOd upon the floor of that court, the most 
cheerful and unmoved person there. 

The indictment charged him with compassing and 
imagining the death of Charles n., and conspiring to 
subvert the ancient fram~ of the kingly government of 

• This was the eccentric air GeofFrey Palmer, or whom Roger North gI.... a very graphic sketch. He was diltingui,hed by his ability 
and masterly knowledge in his prolesaien, and hi, wisdom and generosity 
are mid to have been incomparable. During all the troubles 01' the age, 
he lived quiet in the Templel a proreosed and known cavalier; and no tempt­
ation of fear or profit cou d ever ahake hi. principle.. He had gr .. t 
bu.in ... In conveyancing, and would not keep a clerl'wbo waa not" atrict 
cav.lier. One of hia clerks was said to be 80 rigid, that he would never 
write the word Oliver with a great 0, and the attorney-genpral him.elf 
..... reported to bavepurcbased the manororCbarlton from itlreaemblance 
to the name of bll royal maller, 

p 2 
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the realm. The overt acts laid in the indictment 
were, that the prisoner, in concert with other traitors, 
assembled and consulted to destroy the king and the 
government, and to exclude the king from the exercise 
of his royal authority; and that he took upon himself 
the govemmen t of the forces of the nation by sea and 
land, and appointed officers to hold command in an 
army raised against the king; and for the purpose of 
effecting his design, did actually, in the county of 
Middlesex, levy war against the king. 

This indictment, at Vane's request, was read over to 
him twice, in English; he then desired that it might 
be read over to him in Latin, but this was refused. 
After taking some objections to the indictment, the most 
important of which was, that, as the offences charged 
in it were committed in his capacity as a member of 
parliament, or as acting under its commission, he could 
only be held to answer for them before parliament itself, 
and not at the bar of any infeIior or other tribunal, -
the judges peremptorily over-ruled them, and required 
him to answer to the indictment cr Guilty" or 'c Not 
guilty." 

Vane then urged, at great length, those reasona which 
led him to decline to put himself on trial by pleading to 
the indictment. Never were undeniable reasons pressed 
with such power and ability. He showed that it was 
impossible for him to have that equal and juu trial 
which was his right as an Englishman. He argued, 
that, contrary to all the authorities and principles of ED­
glish law, which he cited, he was arraigned before judges 
who, in another place, had pre-judged his case and 
recorded their votes againt hi]D. He dwelt upon the 
months and ye~ that had been occupied in contriviug 
and collecting secret evidence to sustain the prosecutiOD, 
while he had all the time been kept a close prisoner.. Bt 

• .. It Is oboervable how early hard measure appeared In the way wbereil 
the priloner became excepted out of the act of indemnity, when the cam­
mono, his proper judges, declared him in their thoughts not fit to be .... 
dangered ill the point oflire; yet unto the judgment DC tile lorch, (d:aI 
.... Sht not to Judge eommooero. unbrouJbt before them by the ~ 
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entered upon a particular examination of the specifications 
brought against him, and showed that they were vague, 
and general, and such as did not bear against him indivi­
dually, but as a member of a parliament to which he was 
lawfully elected, and in which he had acted in concur­
rence with the nation from time to time. In conclusion 
he addressed his judges, in this nervous and solemn 
strain: -

<l Unto this, unless so~e remedy be afforded by the 
justice, Candour, and favour of this court, it may be 
better for the prisoner (for aught he yet knows) to be 
immediately destroyed by special command, (if nothing 
else will satisfy,) without any form of law, as one to 
whom quarter, after at least two years' cool blood, is 

.much lea, in opposite judgment to the commons), the commons were ne­
eeultated to yield, lest otherwise the act of indemnity to the whole nation 
obould atop upon thi. dispute and essential di~rence betweell tbe two 
houses; a competition, easily over .. ruled j although, as it proves by the 
....,.,el. that act of indemnity i. like to become Ido de '''' or a destroyer of 
iIIeJ[ if your lordships should conceive yourselves at liberty, notwithstand­
ing that act, not only to bring anew into memory upon the shll'e, the state 
eI ali the put dilll!r'ences. from Ont to last, but 10 try and judge the merit 
of them In my person, and therein call i~ question the validity of that 
whole act, and makevGid thebeneftt Intended by it, in .... ethewarunder_ 
taken and mana~ by both or either of the hous •• of parliament. be judged 
unlawful, and within the statute of 25 Edward Ill. For this adjudges all 
the people of England morally guilty of tbe evil of a sin and Qf&nce agai".' 
the law of nature, which once done, whatever promised indemnity be 
paated fQ. the present, the evil of the action remaineth upon r.eord, not 
only tc> the infamy of the whole people of EII/lland. but their future danger, 
upon pretence that they have forfeited ,the very indemnity ~ra"ted . 

.. The length of time tsken to search out matter against the "ri.OI~, and 
the undue practices and courses to find out witnesses, db further evidence 
bow unlike the prisoner ie to bave an equal aDd indUlltrent triaL He 
doubt. not, this will appear in hi. two yean: close imprisqnment, (six 
monlb. wbereof was banisbment) during whIch time. he wae nen. 80 
much as once examined. or had any question put to him, whereby he 
might conjecture wherefore he was committed to pri.on, any further than 
lFaa .... preosed in the warrants of commitment&. Now these _re 10 gene­
ral, that nothing certain or particular could be gathered out of them. But 
ul"'n tbe received opinion, tllat he was excepted out of the act of Indem_ 
OIly, and in the lense of both hoUlel, a great delinquent, hi. estste was 
attempted tc> be inventoried, his rentals demanded. hb rents were actually 
aeized in tile tenants· hands and they forbidden to pa, them. HbI 9f1f1 
court. were prohibited by officers of great perlonages, claiming the grant 
or the eatate, and threatening hi. officen frOm doinll tnelr duty. B,lh..., 
Jcind of undue proceedings, the priMmer had not wherewithal 10 maintain 
hlmselr in .I'rison, and hie debts, to the value of above 10,0001,. were undil­
charged, etther principal or Interest. The hopes of private lucre and proftt 
bereby was mch in t6e tenants and other persons, lought out for far and 
near io be _itn_ that it is no wonder at last. """'ething by way of 
eba..p, comes to.be exhibited." The furegoing is from a paper he lett 
bebind bim In hi. prison, indorsed .. Mernot"tMId""" piea4lJ.lJle on mg ar­
r~" 

, p 8 ' 
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his present majesty:' The first piece of eYidence wu 
a warrant under fhe hand and seal of the prisoner, di­
rected to the officers of the navy, and commanding them 
to issue out storea for the service of the government. 
The signature of the prisoner was proved by ""'0 wit­
nesses acquainted with the general character of his hand­
writjng. Several entries in the journals of the house of 
commons were then i'ead. One of them, dated the 1st 
of February, 1649, purported to be an order for estab­
lishing a council of state. Another entry, of the date 
of the 18th of February in the same year, contained 
instructions to the council of state, requiring them to I 

suppress the attempts of any who should pretend title 
to the kingly government, from the late king, or from hiB 
80n, or from any othel' person. The attorney-general i 

insisted that the former part of these instructions showed 
an interest to destroy the person of the king; and that 
the latter part showed an illterest to destroy the 
kingly government. 1t appeared from another entry 
in the journals, of the 14th of February, 1649, 
that the prisoner had been chosen a member of 
of the council of state, and had acted upon the iD­
struCtiOliS before mentioned, and UllUIlly sat in the 
eouncil; and that he had also acted as treasurer of the 
navy. The fact of hia sitting as member, in a com­
mittee of council, was also proved by witneslMSo It 
was further proved, that in 1651 he was appointed 
president of the council of state, and as such signed 
orders for military equipments. Another entry was 
read, dated 7th of May, 1659, from which it appeared 
that a committee of safety had been appointed for the 
care of the commonwealth, and that the prisoner was 
one of its members, and as IUch had acted in conference 
with foreign ambassadors, and nominated offic:era to 

. commands in the army, and had made several orders, 
and acted in various other ways in the service of the 
commonwealth. A witneBl of the name of Mush 
proved that the prisonel' proposed a new modd of the 
government, White10cke presiding in the chair; and 
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that one of the particulars 'proposed was a resolution 
declaring it destructive to the people's liberty to admit 
any king into power. Another witness stated that he 
believed sir Henry Vane had proposed this resolution 
to the chairman; and affirmed positively that he gave 
reasons in its support. A third proved tbjat sir Henry 
Vane had been at the head of a company of soldiers in 
Southwark. -

Such was the substance of the evidence in support of 
the prosecution. Sir Henry Vane was now called upon 
for his defence. He argued, first, in point of law, that 
the word "king," in th~ statute of treasons, could only be 
understood to mean a king regnant, one in the actual 
possession of the ero,wn; and not a king merely such 
,. jure, who is not in possession of the throne: that 
the parliament was the only power regnant at the time 
alleged; consequently, that no treason could be com­
mitted against the king. He was proceeding in this 
argument, when the court observed, that, previous to 
entering into hi. defence in matters of law, it would be 
proper for him to call witnesses, if he had any. Upon 
this, he said that not having been informed of the 
nature of the charges, nor of the evidence to be brought 
~ainst him, he had not been able to provide witnesses, 
and he therefore desired process of the court to summon 
witnesses, and a further time to answer the charge; 
hut the court declared that such a delay could not Ix: 
allowed. Undaunted, he then, with infinite learning 
and ability, grappled with all the evidence against him, 
and justified every particular of his conduct. The 
learning, the eloquence, the lofty courage with which 
he did this, will appear in the following masterly pas­
ages: -

"The caUlell that did happen, tomove.his late majesty 
to depart from hi. parliament, and continue for many 
yeal'l!l, not only at a diltance and in a disjunction from 
them, but at last in a declared posture of enmity and 
war against them, are so well known and fully ltated in 

• PhilUpa'i State TriaIa. 
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print, flOe to 8ay, written in characttr8 of blood, on both 
parts, that J shall only mention it, ancl refer to it. 

"Tlii8 matter WaB not done in a corner. The appeals 
were solemn, and the decision, by the sword, was given 
by that God who, being the judge of the whole world, 
does right, and cannot do otherwise. 

"By occasion of these unhappy differences, thus hap­
pening, most great and unusual changes and revolutions, 
like an irresistible torrent, did break in upon us, not 
only to the disjointing that parliamentary assembly among 
themselves (the head from the members, the co-ordinates 
from each other, and the houses within themselves), but 
to the creating such formed divisions among the people, 
and to the producing such a general state of confusion 
and disorder, that hardly any were able to know their 
duty, and with certainty to discern who were to com. 
mand and who to obey. All things seemed to be re. 
duced, and in a manner resolved into their first elements 
and principles. 

"Nevertheless, as dark as Buch a state may be, the 
law of England leaves not the subjects thereof, as I 
humbly conceive, without some glimpses of direction 
what to do, in the cleaving to, and pursuing of which, I 
hope I shall not be accounted nor judged an offender; 
or if I am, I shall have the comfort and peace of my 
actions to support me in and under mygreatest sufferings. 

"The king is acknowledged to have two capacities in 
him: one a natural, as he is descended of the blood 
royal of the realm; and the body natural he hath in this 
capacity, is of the creation of almighty God and mortal: 
the other is a politic capacity, in respect of which be is 
a body politic or mystical, framed by the policy of man, 
which is immortal and invisible. To the king, in both 
these capacities conjoined, allegiance is due; that is to 
say, to the natural person of the king, accompanied with 
his politic capacity, or the politic "appropriated to the 
natural. 

" The politic capacity of the king hath properly no 
body nor soul: for it is framed by the policy of JIWl. 
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" In all indictments of treason, when anyone does 
intend the death and destruction of the king, it must 
needs be understood of his natural body, the other being 
immortal. The indictment therefore concludes contra 
iegiantilB SUlB debitum, against the duty of his allegiance, 
so that allegiance is due to the natural body. 

C( Admitting then that thus by law allegiance is due to 
the king (as before recited), yet it is always to be pre_ 
sumed that it is to the king in conjunction with the 
parliament, the law, and the kingdom, and not in dis­
junction from or opposition to them; and that while a 
parliament is in being and cannot be dissolved, but by 
the consent of the three estates. 

C( This is therefore that which makes the matter in 
question a new case, that never before happened in the 
kingdom, nor was possible to happen, unless there had 
been a parliament constituted, as this was, unsubjected 
to adjournment, prorogation or dissolution, by the king's 
will. Where such a power is granted, and the co-ordi. 
nates thereupon disagree and fall out, such effects and 
consequents as these that have happened will but too 
probably follow. And, if cither the law of nature or 
England inform not in such case, it will be impossible 
for the subjects to know their duty, when that power and 
command which ought to flow from three in conjunction 
comes to be exercised by all or either of them, singly 
and apart, or by two of them against one. 

"\Vhen new and never.heard.of changes do fall out in 
the kingdom, it is not like that the known and written laws 
of the land should be the exact rule, but the grounds and 
rulu qf' justice, contained and declared in the law of 
1lIllure, are and ought to be a sanctuary in such cases, 
even by the very common law of England: for, thence 
originally spring the unerring rules, that are set by the 
'divine and eternal law for rule and subjection in all 
states and kingdoms/' 

In a subsequent passage of this immortal defence he 
illustrated the emphatic differences which separated his 
case from that of almost every other, though he avowed 
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the same devotion to the good cause common to all who 
had suffered. for it, and proudly appealed to his vir­
tuous and unstained conrluct in his days of power. 

« The resolutions and votes for changing the govern­
ment into a commonwealth or free state were passed 
some weeks before my return to parliament. Yet after­
wards, so far as I judged the same consonant w the 
principles and grounds, declared in the laws of Englmd, 
for upholding that political power which hath given 
the rise and introduction in this natiun to monarchy 
itself, by the account of ancient writers, I conceived it 
my duty, as the I'tate of things did then appear to me, 
notwithstanding the said alteration made, to keep my 
station in parliament, and to perform my allegiance 
therein, to king and kingdom, under the powers then 
regnant, upon my principles before declared, yieldiag 
obedience to their authority and commands. And ha..mg 
recei ved trust, in reference to the safety and preservation 
of the kingdom, in those times of imminent danger, 
both within and without, I did conscientiously hold my 
self obliged to he true and faithful therein. This I did 
upon a public account, not daring to quit my station iB 
parliament, by virtue of my first writ. Nor was it for 
any private or gainful ends, to profit myself or enriell 
my relations. This may appear as well by the gJUI 
debt I have contracted, as by the destitute condition my 
Jl!any children are in, as to any provision made or 
them. And I do publicly challenge all persons what­
soever, that can give information of any bribes or covert 
ways, used by me, during the whole time of my public 
acting. Therefore I hope it will be e"ident to the 
consciences of the jury that what I have done hath 
been upon principles of integrity, honour, justice, reaIIOlI, 

and conscience, and not as is suggested in the indict­
ment, by instigation of the de"n, or want of the fell of 
God. 

" A second great change that happened upon tbe COlI­

stitution of the parliament, and in them, of the very 
kingdom itself and the laws thereof, - to the plucking up 

Digitized by Coogle 



BIB HENBY V~NB. 221 

the liberties of it by the very roots, and the intIoducing 
of an arbitrary regal power, under the name of Protector, 
by force aild the law of the sword,-was the usurpation 
of Cromwell, .which I opposed from the beginning to 
the end, to that degree of suffering, and with that con- . 
staney, that well near had cost me not only the 1088 of 
my estate, but of my very life, if he might have had hi, 
will, which a higher than he hindered. YetI did 
Temain a prisoner, under great hardship, four montha, 
in an island, by his orders. 

« Hereby that which I have asserted is most unde­
niably evident, as to the tIue grounds and ends of my 
actions all along, that were against usurpation on the 
one hand, or such extIaordinary actings on the othel' 
as I doubted the laws might not warrant or indemnify, 
unless I were inforced thereunto by an over-ruling and 
inevitable necesiity." 

In conclusion, he put in these qUe3hODS to the court :­
U I. lVhether the collective body of the parliament can 

be impeached of high treason. 
u 2. Whether any person acting by authority of par_ 

liament, can, 80 long as he acteth by that authority, 
commit treason? 

"S. Whether matters acted by that authority can be 
called in question in an inferior court? 

.. 4. Whether a king de jure, and out of possession, ean 
have treason committed against him, he not being king 
dB facto. and in actual possession? And prayed it might 
be argued by counsel. 

"5. Whether matters done in Southwark, in another 
county, maybe given in evidence to a Middlesex jury?" 

All these masterly arguments to law, and appeals to 
tdmplest reason, were of course unavailing. The court 
held, that'the parliament was determined and di8Solved 
.by the death of Charles I.; that the proceedings Bub­
aequent to that event, though conducted in the name of 
parliament, were without any legal authority, and abso­
lutely void; that Charles II. became king de facto as 
.well as de jure, from the moment of bis father' a death; 
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and that all acts, done with intent to exclude him from 
the exercise of bis kingly office, were overt acts of high 
treason. As to the objection respecting the counties, 
the court held that any overt act, tending to prove the 
compassing of the death of the king, might be given in 
evidence, in whatever county that oven act had been 
committed. 

Vane, resolute and undaunted, still prayed the benefit 
of a bill of exceptions upon these point:B; but this the 
court refused, being of opinion that the statute of West­
minster 2. chap.S!., which allows of bills of exceptions, 
does not apply to a criminal case, but only to actions 
between party and party. He then proved, by a few 
witnesses, the utter falaehood of much of the crown 
evidence, and so closed his defence. 

The solicitor-general now rose, and made a most 
bmtal speech. He openly declared "that the prisoner 
must be made a public sacrifice; " and, in allusion to his 
urgent demands for the benefit of counsel, held this 
indecent language - "What COWII¥!l, does he think, 
would dare to speak for him in such a manifest case of 
treason, unless he could call down the heads of his 
fellow traitors, .Bradshaw or Cook, from the top of 
Westminster Hall?" When the solicitor had ended, 
the court sent out the jury without saying a word on 
the merits of the case, in order that the efFect of his 
harangue might not be impaired, and he was ellen per­
mitted to hold a ,eeret conaultation with the foreman III 
they were leaving the bo~. After an abaen.ce of half an 
110ur, the jury returned into court with a verdict of 
guilty, and Vane was carried back to the Tower. 

Some friends visited him in his Cf!11 immediately after 
his retum to it, and they were surprised to find him in 
cheerful spirits. Although he had been in' court for 
more than ten :hours, without any refreshment, and en­
gaged for a large part of the time in the most earnest 
and energetic efForts of argument and oratory, he 
seemed, at the conclusion, to be clothed with new 
.Btrength and animation of soul. They questioned him, 
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and he explained the feeling thus: - "He had all 
along," he said, "foreseen the prosecution, which had 
then been consummated. He knew that the offences to 
be charged upon him would be such as would equally 
involve the whole nation; and that in defending him­
self he might, therefore, be considered as defending the 
liberty and life of every Englishman, who had acted in 
the cause of the commonwealth. He had been deeply 
impressed with a sense of the obligation that rested 
aupon him to make a defence worthy of the importance 
nd magnitude of the occasion; and he had formed the 

resolution'to avail himself of every security which the 
constitution and laws of the country had provided to 
protect the subject against injustice and oppression. 
Actuated by these views, he had refused to plead to the 
indictment until he ·was assured he should have the 
benefit of counsel. When, on the~ morning of that 
day, he found that he had been deceived and betrayed~ 
and was without counsel to advise with him, aid him, 
and speak for him, and that the great cause of liberty 
and right was le~ for him alone to vindicate, he was 
oppressed with a sense of his incompetency to do it 
justice. But in looking back, at the close of the day, 
upon the defence he had been enabled to make, his 
heart overflowed with devout gratitude and joy. He 
blessed the Lord that he had been strengthened to 
maintain himself at the post which providence had 
assigned him; that arguments had been suggested to his 
mind; that he had not been left to overlook any means 
of defence; that his lips had been clothed with more than 
their usual eloquence, and that, by his gracious help, he 
had been enabled to discharge, to his own entire satis­
faction, the duty he owed to his conntry, and to the 
liberty of pis countrymen. He had spoken that day, 
as he told the judges, 'not for his own sake only, but 
for theirs, and for posterity.' He had done his best 
and his utmost for himself and for his fellow men, hi' 
conscience was discharged, his obligations to society 
were fulfilled, and his mind was, therefore, at peace 
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with itself, at peace with the world, and full of litis.. 
faction. comfort, and joy ... • 

The r~al murderers now appear upon the scene. We 
are able to uplift the curtain which has concealed them 
hitherto, and show them to the execration of posterity. 

The time had come for the redemption of the king', 
solemn promise that he would remit Vane~B sentence 
should he be proved guilty. Instead of interfering to 
redeem, he interfered to whet the zeal of Clarendon. 
He thus wrote, the day .after the trial, to his pioua 
chancellor: -

" Hampton Court" Saturday, 
TWo ill the afternoon. 

"The relation, that has been made to me of sir 
Henry Vane's carriage. yesterday in the hall, is the oc­
casion of this letter, which, if I am rightly informed, 
was so insolent as to justify all he had done, acknow. 
ledging no supreme power in England but a parliameat, 
and many things to that purpose. You have had a true 
account of all; and if he has given new occasion to he 
hanged, certainly he i8 too dangerOWl a man to let lice, 
if fDe can honestly put him out oj the fDay. Think of 
this, and give me some account of it to-morrow. till 

, when I have no more to say to you. C. R." 

On Wednesday, the 11th of June, Vane was brought 
up to receive his sentencp.. After the usual formalities, 

• I ",ill subjoin a few details from Sikes: - "On this clay, liberty beiDl 
given to friend. tovi.it him in the Tower, he received them with very~_ 
cheerful" ... and with a cOhlflOled Crame of ."irit, having wholly ,iYell lip 
hlmaelrto tbe will of God. It being told hIm by a fri~nd. tbat hi' death 
would be a h ... to the people of God, be anlwere", that God would ral ... lip 
other in.trumentB to .erve bim and his people." And as to the klna"ri 
mile. .• Upon friends persuading him to make lOme lubmiuion to th-
and to endeavour the obtainlng of his life, he Mid, if king did 
think bim.elf more concerned for his honour and word~an he did 
billiCe, he was very willing lhey should take it. • Nay, I decl .. re ' &aid lie, 
• that I value my life I .. , in a good cau •• , than the king can do hi~ prom_ 
I think the king bim •• lr i. 10 .ulBeielllly obli[led to .pare my life that it 
il fitter for him todo it, than m)'lelfto Iet-kil'" Thefonowib~ it 5-
'remely touching." Men'ion being made to him of the cruel proceed"'" 
agaio.t him; Alas laid be, what ado they keep to make a poor l"rea,ture 
like hi. Saviourl In direouroe he said. If the shnUing of my-blood ..., 
prove an occasion of gatht'rillg tO$cther in one the dispenecl interesll 
and remnant of the adherers to th." caUlE', of whatever differing pt"1SIIA­
!i~~:~;!.!~~u1d think ten thOUialld lives, if 1 had tbem, well.8peIlt ID .... 
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he was called upon to answer, «whether he bad any 
thing to say, why sentence of death should not be passed 
upon him." Vane rose upon this, "with an air which suf_ 
ficiently indicated that he not only had something, but a 
good deal, to Bay, why sentence of death should not be 
passed upon him." He commenced by observing that be 
had not yet heard the indictment read in Latin, and 
he claimed] it as a ri~t undeniable. This led to a 
sharp debate between hun and the judges and lawyers, 
in which he finally prevailed. When the indictment had 
been read in Latin, he next claimed counsel to make 
exceptionB to the indictment, according to law. After 
much discussion this was over-ruled j but he would 
not lelinquish his claim until the court had distinctly 
asaumed the responsibility of refusing it. The next 
thing he oif'ered WSB a bill of exceptions, which, in 
.the want of counsel, he had frame4 himself. It had 
been offered on the day of his trial, and the judges had 
tben refused to sign it. He now showed that the statute 
of Edward had never been repealed, and he adduced 
passages from sir Edward Coke, to prove, that, if the 
justices should refuse to sign a bill of exceptions, they 
might be compelled by a writ to sign it, and otherwise 
proceeded against. This bold measure on the part of 
the prisoner confounded and staggered the court. " The 
8tatute was explicit, the law clear, the right certain." 
But after much evasion and disputation, the court re_ 
Cused to sign or receive it; and on this point also Vane 
would not relinquish his claim, until the judges had, one 
by one, assumed the responsibility of the refusal. 

The bill of exceptions, prepared by Vane, has been 
preserved. It is a paper of great ability, learning, and 
interest, setting forth all the particulars, in which he 
had been unjustly used, and the law violated in his 
person. In the course of it, he mentions several in_ 
teresting circumstances, implying the baseness of Monk, 
and other matters.-

• .. On the day or my arraipment. an eminent penon w.s beard to la), 
I bad forfeited DI:r bead. by what I said tha' day. before. ever 1 eame to 
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Vane's next step was to request the reading of the pe.­
tition of the parliament in favour of his life, and tbe 

my deC~nte, What that Ihould be, Iknnw not, except my aaying in 0\ltIl 
court, • IOvereign llOwer of parliament,' which the attorney-general wrote 
down. after he had promised at my reque.t. DO exception should be taken 
at worda; and whole volumes or lawyer,' boob p&Q up and down the 
nation with that title, I lovereign power of parliament.' Six moderate 
men, that were like to con.ider what they did, before they would throwaway 
my life, were lummoned to be of my petty jury, which the king" counsel 
hearing, wrote a letter to one of the Iliher1f&, to unsummon themd" and a 
hew Ii.t wu made, the night Immediately before the day or ver iet, on 
purpose that the prisoner might not have any knowledge of them, till pre­
lented to his view and choice in Westminlter Hall. Yet one of the forty­
eight of this li.t (who &aId he would have ltarved himself before he would 
bave round sir Henry Vane guilty of treason) WIU never called, though be 
walked in the hall all the while. And in that hurry of those that compa.ed 
about, I being alone, stripped or all ... i.tance, lir William Roberta fore­
man, and lir Cbrlatopher Abdy, were sworn by the court, before I wu 
aware; ... my challenging them might teem a penonal diaobliging and 
exasperation of them against me, after thpy were aworD and fixed. The 
aollcitor allO had a long whisper with the foreman of the jury, in the court, 
before they went to \l'erdict, tellinl him the prilOner must be a sacrifice for 
the nation, &c. Suddenly after which I am here called to receive my &en· 
tente. After the day of my trial, the judges went to Hampton Court.· 

The foregoing i. from a paper he had prepared in arrest oC judgment. 
Tbll allo is an extract, [rom his IIlOIt able and convincing argument 
on the law of treason: -

.. The law il made for the beneHt and securit1 of the lubJect, whom tb. 
law requiret not to examine the right of lov_gnty. Nor II the danger 
leu under one government than another. The 6tatute is, for lecurin, 
the lubjecta from all dormant titles, that they may safely pay their a11& 
giance whell they receive protection, and that they may not be in danger 
oC being destroyed by two powera at tne lame time. For that power wbifh 
la oupreme, and de Itldo, will be obeyed, and make It treaaon to do other­
""Iae, be it right or wrong. And it the subject be at the same time in 
danger of committing trealOn againat the power de J~, then is he iD • 
mlaerable condition and state of unavoidable necessity, which i. provid5 
lIBainlt by the Iawa or the land. Otherwiae, if he be loYal to the king de 
jure, he shall be hanaed by the kiDg de lacto; and If he be faithful to tile 
xing del acto, he shan die by the king de Jure, wben he recoverl __ ion. 
Againlt this it wu, that the .tatute oC 11 Henry VIL w .. provided, in tile 
dilterence betwixt the t"!o houses of York ar.d Lancaater. My cue il 
either the .ame with that, and then I desire the benefit 01" that atatute; 
or elae it is new, and then I desire, at II provided, 25 Edward lII., that it 
be referred to the parliament. U 

.1\ I1d lutly (one oftheae points respecting the indictment he IUbaequl!lltly. 
as I have said, achieved) :-
, .. I h •• euotheen permitted to have a copy or light or the Indictment, nor 
10 much as to hear it read in Latin, whiCh is the original record or tM 
court. and ol1ght to be the foundation of their whole proceeding with me. 
I often desired thete tbinga oC the court. I w .. put (after two y ...... 
close impri,omnenth.to answer for my lifc, to a long indictment, read in 
Englilh, which whether it were rightly tranllated how should I know, 
that might not hear the original record In Latin P Counlel alao, learned 
in the law, were denied. me, Ihough preued for by me, again and again, be. 
fore I pleaded. And had they heen granted. what could they have ..aid 
AI to defects oC law in the indictment. unl ... they might have had a copy 
oC It beforehand P My trial for life wu huddled up. The jury, AI ... 
tnld me, mUlt not eat or drink, till they.had done their work: but wby 
such hute and. precipitancy Cor a man'. life~that II more !ban meat or 
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king'spromise, in reply, not to take it away. After 
much dispute he prevailed on this point, and the pro­
ceedings in ~ference to that petition were read in 
open court. He then reminded the court, who had 
begun to show signs of impatience under his search_ 
ing and effectual management ot' his cause, that there 
were certain questions of law which must be settled 
before sentence could be passed upon him. He wished 
to argue them, by counsel if permitted, if not in person, 
before their lordships. He proceeded to instance them. 
1. Whether il parliament were accountable to any infe_ 
rior court. 2. Whether the king, being out of posses-
. " lII.on-.-

'fhe- court here suddenly broke in upon him at thill 
point, and, with considerable vehemence, declared that 
" the king was never out of possession." Sir Henry in­
stantly replied, with great coolness, that if the king wa.· 
never out of po88e8rion, the indictment against him must 
inevitably fall to the ground; for the charge it alleged was, 
.. that he endeavoured to keep out his majesty." 
. The judges,now showed themselves highly excited; 
and Vane, after ag.in demanding to be heard, in assign­
ing his reasons for an arrest of judgment, and after 
having exhausted the various provisions of the English 
law in favour of the security of the subject, desisted' 
from all further attempts. As he folded up his papers, 
he appealed, from that tribunal, to the righteous judg­
ment of God, who, he reminded his judges, would judge 
them as well as him; and he concluded by expressing 
his willingness to die upon the testimony he had borne.· 

As he uttered these last words, serjeant Keeling, who 
had. manifested great passion during the trial, exclaimed, . 
.. So you may, sir, in good time, by the grace of God." 
This gentleman had been very abusive on several oc­
~asions, and Vane had rebuked his rudeness. Once, for 

_tate". when you can let civil caul" about men' ... tatel depend mally 
yean P If an erroneous judsment be Jl8ued In luch malters, It II re'ero • 
• l>le b' but iflnnocent blood be 'pilt, It cannot be gatbered up aiain.· 

• pham'l Life. • 
Q 2 . 
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lnatance, while the latter was reading a passage from 
a volume of the Statutes, Keeling, wishing to look at 
the book, attempted rather rudely to Bftatdl it from his 
hands. Vane withheld the volllme, mnlll'king, If When 
I employ you as my counsel, sir, I will find you book .... 

I close the account of thil most memorable trial 
with one portion of the grand appeal which Vane bid 
taken occasion to make on this lut day, not to biB 
judges, but to posterity. The first has reference to 
the old charge of having violated tile covenant. 

<4 And in the userting and adhering unto the right of 
this highest sovereign, as stated in the covenant before 
mentioned, the lords and commona jointly befiwe the 
year 1648, and the commons alone afterwards, to the 
very times eh.arpd in the indictment, did manage the 
war and late differences within these kingdoms. And 
fliAate1Jer defectiool did Aappen by ap08tatu, AypocriteI, 
and time-8ef'1Jing woridling8, tAen .oM a party amon", 
IAem that continued firm, Bincere, and c1&ane unto tlad 
CGuae to the laBt, and loeed it better 'han t1&eir fJe1"Y lif1f!l; 
sf .oAich "umber 1 am ROt ashamed to profoBB myself to 
16; not so much admiring the form ,and words of the 
eovenant, as the righteous and holy ends therein ex­
pres.sed, and the true sense and mea1ling thereof • .,hitJI 
1 have reason to know • 

. " This general and public cue of the kingdom is 110 

well known by the 6eclarations and actions that have 
passed on both sides, that I need bat name it, since this 
matter was not done in a comer, but frequently con­
tended for in the high placea of the field. and wrilfeD 
even WIth characters of blood. And out of the bowels 
of these public differences and disputes doth my pard­
:'Ular case arise, for whieh I am eslled into question. But 
admitting it come to my lot to stand single in the witness 
1 am to give to this glorioll8 calISe, and to be left alone, 
as in a sort I 'am, yet being upheld with the authority 
te~ore userted, and keeping myself in union and con­
junction therewith, I am not afraid to bear my witneu 
to it in this great presence, nor to seal it with my blood, 
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if called theleunto. And I am so far satisfied in my 
ClOIlscience and understanding. that it neither is nor can 
be treaSon, either against the law of nature, or the law 
of the land, either malu", per Be, or malu", prohibitu",; 
that, OIl the contrary, it was the duty I owed to God the 
universal king, D,d to his ml\iesty that now is, and to 
the church and people of God in these nations, and to 
the innocent blood of all that -have been slain in this 
quarrel. Nothing it seems will now serve, unless by the 
condemnation passed upon my person, they be lendered 
to posterity murderers and lebels, and that upon record 
in a court of justice in Westminster Hall. And this 
would inevitably have followed, if I had voluntarily given 
up this cause without asserting their and my innocency. 
by which I should have pulled that blood upon my own 
head, which now I am sure must lie at the door of 
others, and, in particular, of those that knowingly and 
l>recipitately shall imbrue their hands in my innocent 
blood under whatever form or pretext of justice. 

t< My lords, if I have been free and plain with you in 
this matter, I beg your pardon: for it concerns me to 
be so, and something more than ordinarily urgent, where 
both my estate and life are in such imminent peril j nay, 
more than my life, tluJ concernB of thomandB of liveB are 
in it, not only of thot/8 that are in their graoM already. 
but of aU poBterity in time to come. Had nothing been 
in it but the care to preserve my own life, I needed not 
have stayed in England, but might hllve taken myoppor­
tunity to have withdrawn myself into foreign parts, to 
provide for my own safety. Nor needed I to have been 
put upon pleading, as now I am, for an arrest of judg­
ment, 'but might have watched upon advantages that 
were visible enough to me, in the managing of my trial, 
jf I had consulted only the preservation of my liCe or 
estate. 

" No, my lordB, I hafJe ot1uJrtDi8e learned CAnBt than 
to fear them ~at can but kill the body, and have no more 
that they can do. I have also taken notice, in the little 
reading that I have had of history, how glorious the very 

Q 8 
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heathens have rendered their names ,to posterity, in die 
contempt they have showed of death (when the laying 
down of their life has appeared to be their duty), from 
the love which they have owed to their country." 

The appropriate answer of the judges was "judg­
ment of death." They sentenced him to execution on 
Tower Hill.· 

The space between Wednesday and Saturday was 
granted to him wherein to prepare for death. He 
passed it chiefly in exhortations and prayers with his 
.wife and children to, who were allowed to remain with 

• It Is worth lubJolning here the opinion. of two of the most eminent 
of English lawyer. on this InramoUl judgment. "When,'" says Blaet .. 
atone, U an usurper is in pouession, the subject i. excused and jutltified 
In obeying and- giving him 8uistance; otherwise, under an usurp... 
ation, no man could be .afe, if the lawful prince "ad a right to bang him 
for obedience 10 the powers in beinlf, as the usurper would certainly do for 
disobedience. Nay, farther, as the mass of the people are imperfect 
Judse. of title (of wbich, in aU ca .... poo .... ion ia primd lade evidence). 
the law compels no man to yielrl obedience to that prince, whose right i •• 
by want of.possession. rendered uncertain aDd disputable, tm Providence 
shall think fit to inter{'Ole in his favour and decide tbe ambiguous claim: 
and. therefore. till he'8 entitled to auc~ allegiance by pOlse8.ion, no tIea­
IOn can be committed against bim." Mr. Justice Foster takes theaame view 
of the statute, and maintains that when the throne is fun, any penon 
out of possetsion but clai'ming title, be hi. pretensions what the,. may, iI 
~o king within the statute of treason. "I am aware," he adds, U of the 
judgment 01' the court of KinS's Bench In the case of air Henry Vane: 
that kins Charle. 11., though kept out of the exercise of the kingl' 
office. yet was still. kIRS, both deflJl!/o and de jure, and that all acta doDI!' 
to the keeping him out were hiSh treason," Tbe caseof air Hen.,. Van.., 
he then remarks, was a very smgulal" case; and he concludes with these 
words. which are, in truth, conclusive Oil the question: n I win, therefore, 
lIlY nothing on the merits of the " .... tion. more than thia,- tIIat tbe rule 
laid down by the court involved in the guilt of treason every man in the 
kingdom who had acted in a puhlic aituation under a government pus. 
lessed in fact for twelve yean together at .overeign power. but und. 
'various forms at different times, as the enthusiasm or the herd, or tbe­
ambition of their leader., dictated," It i. an hi.torical fact, that lord 
chief justic~ Haie. when of hiSh rank at the bar, took the en_,""Dt~ 
.. to be true to the commonwealth of England without a king or house O£ 
lordsa" This, as Mr. Justice Foster remarks, was plainly, in the senaeof' 
thoae who imposed It. an ensasement for abolishing kingIJ government,. 
.... at least for IUpporting the abolition of it; and with regard to t_ 
who took it, it might, upon the princlpl .. of air Henry Vane'. case, bave 
been easily impro\·ed into an overt act of t ........ n asam.t king Charleo If. t From hi. exhortstlons to hi. children, I may take the followi ... :-

• Live in the spirit and walk In the (aith of our (ather Abraham, L\I. 
ten to the experiences of your fatber. in thio dying hour and Se8lllD of 
darkn .... who oan and doth here give a good report of that heavenly ancl 
betler country be II now goins to tbe more t\"ef!' and fuD enjoyment or. 
.In the mid.t oC tbese his dark circumstances. Ilia enjoyments and ref .... hin .. 
from the presence of the Lord do more abound than ever," _ .. Regard 
not the reproach .. that are. fallen on your father, Sa,. or do men .... 
they will, Ahraham's faith will 6nd the bleuiDg Ab~aID fOUDd, u. 
whomsoever It Is." . 

I 
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him. At the hour of midnight previous to. the day of 
his execution, the sheriff's chaplain came to his cell 
with the warrant for his execution. He related the 
circumstance to his friends in the morning, and said, 
ee There was no dismalness at all in it. After the re­
ceipt of the message I slept four houra so soundly, that 
the Lord hath made it sufficient for me ; and now I am 
going to sleep my last, after which I shan need sleep 
no more." Early that forenoon his wife, children, and 
friends were all asSembled in the prison. Many and 
most impressive were his entreaties to them all.that they 
should not mourn for him. 
. " I know a day of deliverance for Sion will come, 
Some may think the manner of it may be as before, 
with confused noise of the warrior, and garments rolled 
in blood; but I rather think it will be with burning 
and fuel of fire. The Lord will send a· fire that 
shall burn in the consciences of his enemies, a worm 
that shall not die, and a fire that shall not go out. 
Man they may fight against, but this they cannot 
fight against. And why," said he, speaking be­
fore all the company, "should we be frighted with 
death? I bless the Lord, I am so far from being af_ 
frighted with death, that I find it rather shrink from 
me than I from it." Then, kissing his children, he 
said, " The Lord bless you, - he Will be a better Father 
to you; I must now forget that ever I knew you. I 
can willingly leave this place and outward enjoyments 
for those 1 shall meet with hereafter in a better coun­
try. I have made it my busine88 to acquaint myself 
"With the society of heaven. Be not you troubled, for I 
am going home to my Father." 

Subsequently he prayed with them; and these were 
passages of his prayer: -

~. I die in the certain faith and foresight that this cause 
.hall have its resurrection in my death. My blood will be 
tIf8 Bud BOWn, by which this glorious cawe will spring 
up, ""hieh God wiU speedily raise. Then, laying down 
this earthly tabernacle is no more but throwing down 

Q 4 
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the mantle, by which a double portion or the 8pirit will 
fall on the rest or God's people. And if by my lJeiag 
offered up, the faith or many be co.finned~ and othen 
convinced and brought to the knowleflge or tlle tnl~ 
how can I desire greater Ilonour and matter of re­
joicing ? As for that glorious cause, whieh Goi bath 
owned in these aationl and will own, in whiclt 80 maD1 
lighteo1ll BOula have-lost their liftS, and &0 many haYe 
been engaged by my eo\Ultenance ami eneo.ragemea:t, 
ahalll now give it up, and 10 deelare them all xebels 
and murderers r No, I will DeVer do it; that pre­
aoUl blood shall neVK lie at my door. As a testimony 
and seal to the justness of that 'laml, I leave DOW my 
life upon it, as a legacy to all the honest intelelt- in 
these three nations. Ten thOW!&Dd deatha rather thaD 
defile my eonscience, the chastity aDd purity or which J 
value beyond aU this worltl! I would not for ten thou-. 
lind lives part with this peace and .tisfacDoD I h .... e ia 
my own heart lJoth in Itolding to the plU'ityof my prill­
eipleB, and to the righteousness or this gooQ eaule; and 
to the 88IIUl'ance I have that God is now fulfilling aU theae 
great and preciOllll promises, in nK to what he ia 
bringing forth. AlthoUgh I see it net, yet I die in the 
faith and IlllllUJ'ed expeetation of it. ~ 

Again: -
c. Thou hut promised, that thou wilt be a mouth to 

thy people in the hOUT of trial; for thou but required 
us to forbear the preparatory agitations of ou own 
minds, because it is not we 'that are to speak, but the 
Ipirit of our heavenly Father that apeaketh in us, in 
such season8. In what seasons more, Lord, than when 
thou callest for the testimony of thy serTanta to be writ 
in charactK8 of blood? Show thYllE'lf in a poor weak 
wonn, by enabling him to stand against all the power 
of thy enemies. There hath been a btI"k flflgAt tIIitA 
garmentB rolled in blood, in .,hicA ("poD IOlernn .".,. 
on both Bidu) tAou difht own thy 6enJant., though, 
through the spirit of hypocrisy and apostacy, that hath 
sprung up amongst U8, these nations have been th.t 
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1IIIworthy· an.y longer to enjoy the fruits of that deliver_ 
ace. THOU HAST THEREFORE ANOTHER DAY OF DECISION 

YIlT TO COME! Such a battIe is to begin, and be carried 
OD by the faith of thy people, yea, is in some sort 
begun by the faith of thy poor servant, that is now 
going to seal thy cause with hiB blood. Oh that this 
decision of thine may remarkably show itself in thy 
llel'Vant at this time, by his bold testimony while sealing 
it with his blood ! We know not what interruptions 
may attend thy servant; but, Lord, let thy power carry 
him in a holy triumph over all difficulties." 

He concluded thus:-
" My hour-glass is now tumed up, the sand runs out 

apace, and it is my happiness that death doth uot sur_ 
prise me. It is grace and love thou dost show thy poor 
servant, that thou hastenest out his time, and letteRt him 
lee it runs out with joy and peace. Little do my 
enemiea know (as eager as they are to have me gone) 
how BOon their breaths may be drawn in. But let thy 
U1'VtZnt 6ee death ,hrink under him. What a glorious 
sight will thia be, in the presence of many witnesses, to 
have death shrink nnder him, which he acknowledgeth 
to be only by the power of the resurrection of Jesua 
Christ, whom the banda of death could not hold down I 
Let that apirit enter into us that will set us again upon 
our feet, and let us be led into that way, that the 
enemies may not know how to deal with us. Oh, what 
abjuring qf light, what treachery, what meanfl88' of ,pirit 
hal appeared in thil day! What is the matter? .Oh! 
death is the matter. Lord, strengthen the faith and heart 
of thy poor servant, to undergo this day's work with 
joy and gladness, and bear it on the heart and COD­

sciences of his friends that have known and seen him, 
that they also may say, the Lord is in him of a truth. 
Oh thilt thy servant could speak any blessing to these 
three nationa I Let thy remnant be gathered to thee. 
Proaper and relieve that poor handful that are in prisona 
and bonds, that they may be raised up and trample 
death under foot. Let my poor family that is left deso-
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late-let my dear wife and children be taken into thy care; 
be thou a husband, father, and master to them; let the 
spirit of those that love me be drawn out towards them. 
Let a blessing be upon these friends that are here at this 
time; strengthen them: let them find love and grace in 
thine eyes, and be increased with the increasings of 
God. Show thyself a loving father to us all, and do for 
us abundantly above and beyond all that we can ask or 
think, for Jesus Christ his sake." 

Sikes was present at the last scene of all, and has de­
scribed the triumphal progreBB (for such it was) fro~ the 
Tower to the scaffold. 

" Then one of the sheriff's men came in and told him, 
there was no sled to come, but he was to walk on foot. I 

"Then Mr.',Sheriffcoming into the room, was friendly 
saluted by him, and after a little pause communicated 
a prohibition that he said he had received; which was, 
that he must not speak any thing against his majesty 
or the government. His answer to tWs he himself 
relates on the scaffold. He further told Mr. Sherilf 
he was ready; but the sheriff said he was not, nor 
could be this half hour yet. 'Then, sir, it rests on 
you, not on me (said sir Henry), for I have been ready 
this half hour.' Then the sheriff, at his request, pro­
mised him his servants should attend him on the 
,scaffold and be civilly dealt with, neither of which were 
performed; fOI\ (notwithstanding this promise) they were 
beaten and kept off the scaffold, till he said, 'What! 
have I never a servant here ?' 

" After this, one of the sheriff's men came and told 
him, there must be a sled; to which sir Henry replied, 
, Any way, how they please, for I long to be at home, to 
be dissolved and to be with Christ, which is best of all: 
He went· very cheerfully and readily down the stairs 
from his chamber, and seated himself on the sled, 
(friends and servants standing about him); then he was 
forthwith drawn away towards the scaffold. As he 
'Went, some in the Tower (prisonera as well as othen) 
spake to him, praying the Lord to go with him. And 
after he was Ollt of the Tower, from the tOPB of All"," 
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and out of fllindow8, the people u8ed 8uch mean8 and 
guture8 a8 might be8t di8cover at a di8tance, their re­
spects and love to him, crying· aloud, 'The Lord go 
with you; the great God of Heaven and earth appear 
in you, and for you;' whereof he took what notice he 
was capable in those circumstances; in a cheerful man­
ner accepting their respect, putting offhis hat and bow­
ing to them. Being asked several times, how he did, 
.by some about him, he answered, 'Never better in all my 
life.' Another replied, 'How should he do ill that 
su:ff'ers for so glorious a cause?' To which a tall black 
man said, 'Many suffered for a better cause: 'And 
many for a worse' said sir Henry; wishing 'that 
when they came to seal their better cause,' as he called 
it, 'with their blood, as he was now going to seal his, 
they might not find themselves deceived. And a8 to 
this cau8e,' . said he, 'it hath given life in death to all 
the owner8 of it, and sufferers for it.' 

.. Being passed within the rails on Tower Hill, there 
were many loud acclamations of the people crying out, 

,c The Lord Jesus go with your dear soul,' &c. One told 
him. that was the most glorious seat he ever sat on; he 
answered, 'It is so indeed,' and rejoiced exceedingly • 

.. Being come to the scaffold, he cheerfully ascends; and 
being up, after the crowd on the scaffold was broken in 
two pieces, to make way for him, he showed himself to 
the people on the front of the scaffold, with that noble 
and Christian-like deportment, that he rather seemed a 
looker-On, than the person concerned in the execution, 
insomuch that it was difficult to persuade many of the 
people that he was the prisoner. But when they knew 
-that the gentleman in the black suit and cloak, with a 
scarlet silk waistcoat (the victorious colour) showing 
itself at the breast, was the prisoner, they generally ad_ 
mired that noble and great presence he appeared ~ith. 
C How cheerful he is !' said some. 'He does not look 
like a dying man!' said others; with many like 
speeches, as astonished with that strange appearance he 
.hined forth in. . 
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It Then, silence being commanded by the sherifF, lift. 
ing up his hands and hi, eyes towards Heaven, and after­
warda resting his hand on the rails, and taking a very 
serious, composed, and majestic view of the great multi­
tude before and around him, he spake." 

His addre&ll was' a vigorous statement of all he 
had urged on his trial, and all the injustice he had suf. 
fered. When he was describing the conduct of the 
judges, however, in refusing to seal his bill of exceptions, , 
sir John Robinson, 'lieutenant of the Tower, who I 

attended the execution for no other purpose than to 
prevent any dangerous impression being made by the 
prisoner, interrupted him, saying, in a most furiOUI 
manner, which gave great dissatisfaction even to the 
loyalists who were present, "Sir, you must not go on 
thus, you must not rail at the judges; it is a lie, and 1 
am here to testify that it is a lie." Vane replied, 
If God will judge bet'Y'een you and me in this matter. 
I speak bnt matter of fact, and cannot you bear that? 
'T is evident, the judges have refused to sign my bill of 
exceptions •• , The trumpeters were then ordered to 
approach nearer to the prisoner and blow in his face, 
to prevent his being heard; at which sirllenry, lifting 
up his hand, and then laying it on his breast, said, 
If What mean you, gentlemen? Is this your usage of 
me ? Did you use all the rest so? I had., even done 
(as to that), could you have been patient;' but, seeing 
you cannot bear it, I shall only say, this, that, wberels 
the judges have refused to seal that with their bands 
that they have done, I am come to seal that with DlY 
blood that I have done." 

He then resumed his addre&ll to the people, and pzo. 
ceeded to detail BOme of the circumstances of his life. 
Sikes'. 'report,' with its interruptions, is too striking to 
be omitted. He was himself present on the scafFold, 
and held one of the cc note-books" referred to : -

cc, Gentlemen, fellow Countrymen, and Chriltianl,­
'lVben Mr. Sheriff came to me this morning, and"told 
me he had received a compland from the king, that I 
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should say nothing reftectmg upon his meJesty or the 
government, I answered, I should confine and order 
my speech, 8S near as I could, so as to be least offensive, 
saving my faithfulness to the trust reposed in me, which 
I must ever discharge with a good conscience unto 
death; for I ever t1aluell a man aCCOf'ding to hi8 faith­
fulnea8 to the tru8t reposed in him, even on his majesty', 
behalf, in the late contrOfJef'SY. And if you dare trust 
my discretion, Mr. Sheriff, I shall do nothing but what 
becomes a good Christian and an Englishman; and so I 
hope I shall be hereafter civilly dealt with. 

". I stand here this day to resign up my spirit into' 
the'bands of that God that gave it me. Death is but 
t.I little word; but 'tis a great work to die. It is to be but 
once done; and after this cometh the judgment, even 
the judgment of the great God, which it concerns us 
all to prepare for. And by this act I do receive a dis­
charge, once for all, out of prison, even the prison of 
the mortal body. In all respects wherein I have been 
concerned and engaged as to the public, my design 
llath been to accomplish good things for these nations: 
Then, lifting up his eyes and spreading his hands, he 
said, , I do here appe81 to the great God of heaven and 
all this assembly, or any other persons, to show wherein 
I have defiled my hands with any man's blood or estate, 
or that I have sought myself in any public captcity or 
place I have been in." 

.. • The Cause was three times stated • 

.. • I. In the Remonstrance of the House of Commons. 
If' II. In the Covenant, the Solemn League and 

Covenant -
.. Upon this the trumpets again sounded, the sheriff 

catehed at the paper in his hand; and sir John Robin­
lIOn, who at first had acknowledged that he had nothing 
-to do there, wishing the sheriff to see to it, yet found 
himself something to do now, furiously calling for the 
writer's books, and saying, • He treats of rebellion, and 
yOU write it.' Hereupon six note-books were deli­
Y.ered up. 
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C( The prisoner was very patient and composed under' 
all these injuries and soundings of the trumpets several 
times in his face, only saying, • 'T was hard he might 
not be suffered to speak; but: says he, 'my usage from 
man is no harder than was my Lord and Master's; and 
all that will live his life this day must expect hard deal­
ing fl'9m the worldly spirit: The trumpets BOunded 
again to hinder his being heard. Then again Robinson 
and two or three others endeavoured to snatch the paper' 
out of sir Henry's hand, but he kept it for a while, 
now and then reading part of it; afterwards, tearing it 
in pi.eces, he delivered it to a friend behind him, who 
was presently forced to deliver it to the sheriff. Then 
they put their hands into hi, pocketl for paper" as Wal 

pretended, which bred great confusion· and dissatis.­
faction to the spectators, seeing a prisoner so strangely 
handled in his dying words. This was exceeding remark­
able, - that in the midst of all this disorder, the prisoner 
himself was observed to be of the most constant com­
posed spirit and countenance, which he throughout so 
excellently manifested, that a royalist swore 'he died 
like a prince: .. 
, .... What the feelings of the people may have been at· 
this instant, an eloquent writer has attempted to describe. 
" As might have been expected, and as the government 
had mo~t seriously apprehended, a great impression had 
by this time been made by the prisoner upon the vast 
multitude that surrounded him. The people remem­
bered his career of inflexible virtue and patriotism. 
They had been roused to indignation by the treatment 
he had received at the hands of Cromwell, and of the 
restored monarch. His trial had revived the memory 
of his services and sufferings. The fame of his glorious. 
defence had rung far and· wide through the city and 
nation. The enthusiasm with which he had been wel­
comed by weeping and admiring thousands as he passed 
from prison to Tower Hill; the sight of that noble 
countenance; the serene, and calm, and almost divine 
composure of his deportment; his ¥isible triumph over 
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the fear of death and the malice of his enemies, - all 
these influences, brought at once to bear upon their 
minds, and cOncentrated and heightened by the powen 
of an eloquence that was the wonder of his contempora_ 
ries, had produced an effect, which, it was evident, 
could not, with safety to the government, be permitted 
to be wrought any higher." 

Vane, meanwhile, had turned aside, and simply ob­
serving cr It is a bad cause which cannot bear the words 
of a dying ,man," knelt upon the scaffold, and for a few 
minutes busied himself in prayer. Sikes resumes his 
description: -" Before the stroke, he spake to this effect: 
'I bless the Lord who hath accounted me worthy to suffer 
for his name. Blessed be the Lord that I have kept a 

, conscience void of offence to this day. I bless the Lord I 
have not deserted the righteous cause, for which I suffer: 
But his very !sst words of all at the block were as 
foHows: C Father, glorify thy servant in the sight of 
men, that he may glorify thee in the discharge of his 
duty to thee and to his country: " 

In an instant, as Vane stretched out his arms, the 
executioner, at a single blow, discharged his dreadful 
office; . and one of the greatest and purest of men that 
ever walked the earth, to adorn and elevate his kind, 
bad left the world which was not worthy of him. 

Sikes has a remark on the result of this infamous 
murder, which is as striking as it is true :-" Cromwell's 
victories are swallowed up of death: Vane haa swal­
lowed up death itself into victory. He let fall his 
mantle, left his body behind him, that he had worn 
nine and forty· years, and is gone to keep his everlasting 
jubilee in God's rest. It is all day with him now,no night 
or sorrow more; no prisons or death. He is gone from 
a place, where so much as the righteousness of man 
cannot be endured. He is gone to a place where the 
righteousness of God is the universal garb of all the . 
.ulhabitants. He is gone to that better city, the New 
.Jerusalem. He had served his generation in his mortal 
~)Cfy., done his work, and was glad to fall asleep, and go 
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look for his reward somewhere else. You see what 
this ungrateful world has affonled him for all his kind. 
ness - reproach, prisons, and death: he had need hale 
other return. somewhere. Great is his reward in heaVl'li. 

Cc Well! they have 'done all they can do to this lover 
of his country and the laws thereof. But I would wil\­
ingly have their understandings disabused in one poinL 
Let them not think they have conquered him. They 
knew him not. He judged his judges at the bar. He 
triumphed over his executioners on the scaffold, R. and 
the rest. Such a public execution was more eligible 
than to have lingered out some small time in a prison, 
as a condemned person, liable to any arbitrary after-claps, 
on any future motion or pretence of motion in onr 
troubled sea. He had more ease; God more glory; the 
honest party of the nation and their just cauae more 
advantage; and, why may I not say, his most intimate 
friends and dearest relations more comfort; in this way 
of his deliverance, onee for all ! " , 

That" just cause" was indeed once more elevated 
by the death of Vane, and his own sublime hopes • 
abundantly realised. The government of Charles II. 
scarCely ever recovered the shock his genius and hiJ 
sufferings had given them. Burnet says, "that it was 
generally thought the government had lost more than it 
gained by his death." Pepys, a thorollbh-paced loyalist, 
witnessed the execution, and says that the people 
regarded it as a cc miracle," and that it was a moat 
impressive spectacle. He remarks further, " that the 
king lost more by that man's death than he will get 
again for a good while;" and expresaea the opinion, 
that it had given the bishops a blow from which they 
would never recover. 

Vane's eldest son, who bore his name, and had been 
reinstated in his inheritance and honours, was swom 
into William's privy council at that revolution of 1688, 
which banished for ever from England the detested 
family of the Stuarts. 
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