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LIVES 

0. 

EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN. 

JOHN Pl'M. 

1584-1648. 

JOHN p~J(:. th~ IIGn of a Somersetsbire "~uire," was bom 
at Brymore, in his father's county, in the year 1584. His 
family, though described by C1arendon as of a "private 
quality and condition of life 1,': were rich and of very old 
descent; his mother was afterwards Lady Rous 2; and 
this boy, the only issue of her first marriage 8, was sent, 
in the beginning of tJJe year 1599, to Broallgates Hall, 
now Pembroke College, Oxford, where he entered as a 
gentleman commoner.4 Here he made himself remark. 
able not only by quick natural talents, but by a sleepless 
and unwearied pursuit of every study he took in hand. 
Lord Clarendon has indulged a sneer at his "parts/' as 
having been "rather acquired by industry than supplied 
by nature or adomed by art 6 ;" but we have it on the 
better authority of Anthony it Wood, that Pym's lighter 

J Clarendon'. Hlltory, vol. iv. (Oxford edition of l826.) p. 4:f1. 
• See the dedication to tbe aennon delivered at the flmeralofthla lady, 

amODg the pampbleta at the Brltiab Muaeum. 
• The dedication in the aermon I bavejuat referred to, evidently reatrlcts 

her iIIue by Mr. Pym. to the great 8ubJect ofthl. memoir. 
4 -In the year of hI. age," 88)'8 AnthonylWood," fifteen, being then, 

w aooo after, put under the tuition of DerOQ' Whear." 
• Clareadon'l History, vol 1v. (Oxford editlOll 1826.) p. 481. 

'YOL. m B 
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BlUTISR STATESHEN. 

accomplishments of literature, DO less than his great 
learning and "pregnant parts," were 'admired in the 
university. "Charles Fitz-Geoffry, the poet, styled the 
said Pym, in 1601, PhtBbi delicice-Lep08 pueUi." I 

It is stated in some of the histories that, on leaving 
Oxford, Pym entered one of the inns of court, with a 
view to the bar; but it is difficult to find good authority 
for this. 2 He was throughout life, however, remark­
able for his thorough knowledge of the laws; and no 
doubt he studied them, at this time, with the almost 
certain expectation of being called upon, at no distant 
day, to serve in parliament by the side of that great 
party, who had already, by no unequivocal signs of their 
power and resolution, startled the misgoverned people 
into hope. He had certainly, even thus early, attracted 
the attention of the great Whig nobleman of the day, 
the earl of Bedford; and to his influence, it is pro­
bable, he owed that appointment to a responsible office 
in the Exchequer, in which, according to lord Claren­
don, many after years of his youth were passed, and 
where, it is to be supposed, he acquired the knowledge 
and habits of business, and great financial skill, which, 
acarcely less than his genius for popular government, 
distinguished him through the long course of his public 
life. 

In the parliamentary returns .f the year 1614, the 
name of " John Pym" is to be found, as member for 
the borough of Calne.3 These were the returns of that 
~, addle" parliament, which has been before described 4, 

and which, "meeting according to their summons, such 
faces appeared there as made the court droop 6 ;" -among 
the new faces were those of Pym and Wentworth. 

Upon the precipitate dissolution of this parliament, 
after a sitting of two months, several of the more for_ 

1 Wood', Atb. o,.on. Ed. BU ... voL Iii. P. 73. 
, Anthony A Wood merely IIY" -" Before be (Pym) toot a degree, be 

left the unl.enity, and went, /U I CIIII«iIIe, to one of the inns of court." 
• It baa been incorrectly atated that Pym 8nt ,.t as member for Tavla­

tock; be did not lit for the latter borougb Ull lOme yean after. It w. 
the aame InBuenee, however, wbieb returned blm for both places • 

• Life of Strallbrd. p. 196, 197. 
I WllrdD-ln Kennel, vol U. p. 69&. 
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JOHN PYX. 

ward members were called before the council and com­
mitted to the Tower. If Ruahworth is correct in saying 
that Pym was twice imprisoned in the reign of James, 
it may reasonably be supposed that he was one of thOle 
committed on the present occasion) It is certBin that 
he at once took an active share 2 in the measures of the 
opposition, and the "maiden speech" of ·such an acces­
sion to the popular party is not unlikely to have been 
rewarded by a warrant from the council-table. 

About this time Pym married Anna, the daughter of 
John Hooker, esquire, a country gentleman of Somer­
Betshire. For the next six years his name is not to be 
found in connection with public affiU.ra. These years 
were probably passed in retirement, where the mind 
doea not find it difficult to imagine him, strengthening 
himself, in.the calmness of domestic quiet, for the abso­
lute devotion of his great faculties and deep aft'ections to 
that old cause which was now again, not dimly, dawning 
npon the world. 

In the year 1620, the wife of Pym died. The pri­
vate memorials of this great man are too rare, and obtained 
with the cost of too much labour, to be thought un­
worthy of the reader's attention, however scanty they 
may be. What I shall now quote gives a grateful sketch 
of the character of this lady, on the authority of an ex­
cellent and accomplished man. The year in which she 
died witnessed also the death of Philippa, lady Rous, 
Pym's mother; and on the occasion of the funeral of 
of lady Roua, a sermon was delivered by the famous • 
Charles Fitz_Geoft'ry3, which, on its subsequent pub­
lication, he dedicated to Pym. 

I In the RelIque Wottoniane (p. 448) lOIDe of the or refractory" membera 
10 committeci;are cbaracteristically described ,-1st, SirWalter Chute "who, 
to get the oplDlon of a bold man after he had loot that of a wise, fell one 
-..mInS Into an insipid and unseasonable ~eclamation against the times;" 
lid, .Jobn Hookins, who" II in for more wit, and for licentiousness baptised 
freedom j " 3d, Wentworth, a lawyer, " wbOie fault W88, the ~plication of 
certain textl in Ezekiel and Daniel. to the matter of impositions;1t and, 
MIl. Cbrlatopber Nevil, .. a young gentleman fresh from the .. hools, who 
Jaarins gathered together divera Latin sentences against kings, bound them 
up in a long speech." These are tbe only names specilled, but it II known 
1IIat upwards of ten men were committed. 

,. See the Jouma1o. 
3 ForcuriousnotlceonftbiswriterseeWood'. Au.. O:r,on. voL II. p. flTl.-

B ~ 
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BRITISH 8T~TB8l11EN. 

It I present you here," he writes in this dedication, 
"with that whereat you could not be present, your 
dearest mother's funerall, - a labour I could willingly 
have spared, if God had been so pleased. But seeing 
the great Disposer hath otherwise decreed, I gladly 
publish what I sorrowfully preached. Neither will I 
use that triviall apology for this publication - the im­
portunifie of friends. I confeaa mine ambition to divulge 
my observance of that house to which lowe my beat 
endeavours. •••• What the religiOUB cares of othera 
received with some comfort, I here offer to your judicioUII 
eye; that as you are interested in the same sorrows, 80 

you may be partaker of the same comforta. foor, I 
confease, are these of mine to those rich ones which the 
rare gifts of nature and grace afford to yourselfe; yet 
herein I would have you symbolize with the grea~ ones 
of this world, who, although they possess whole cities 
and kingdoms, will yet accept an oWer of a few acres." 

" You may well take up," Fitz-Geofftoy continues to 
Pym, " the complaint of the pathetical prophet - < I 
am the man that have seen afBiction:' a great afBiction; 
firat, in being deprived of a most loving, holy, helpful1 
wife; whose learning rare in that sex, whose virtues raret 
in this age, whose religion the rarest ornament of all the 
reat, could not choose but level the sorrow of losing her 
with the former comfort of enjoying her. This croaae 
is now seconded with the lOIRe of a dear mother, and 
such a mother as was worthy that sonne, who was 

• worthy BIlch a wife. With the prophet's complaynt I 

, 
Mere'. Wlt'a Commonwealth, part IL-and Ceolura IJteraria. He was 
thought a .. high towering falcon" in pDetrJ, on the atrength of a really 
tine and loftily written account, in Latin verse, of the life, and action. or Sir 
l"rancil Drake. Hi. minor composition. are toucbed with grace and reel. 
ing.~ .1 cannnot reaI,t concluding thl, note with the following quaint lines 
by Hayman, ingenioUliy deac:rlptlve of a perannal defect of Fito-Geoftloy'. :_ 

Blind poet Hom .... you do equaIiee, 
'l'bouJlh ~ eaw more with Done than with moot eye. : 
Our GeOlDy Chaucer, "ho wrote quaintly neat, 
In vebe you matcb, equal blm In conceit: 
FSllturedgtJrl tJf'e like a_ .... _ qe, 
Rigbtly surnamed the Ion of Geofty. 
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,JOlIN nil. 5 

doubt not but you Ilao take up his comfort - , It is 
good for s man that he beare the yoke in his youth.' .. 

"I have fairly gayned by this publication," the writer 
CODcludes, " if hereby you take notice of my thankful. 
Deale to yoimelfe; the world of my IelYiceableneue to 
my patron. If God Bhall conferre a farther bl_ng 
(u commonly he doth in all good attempts) that as 
IODIe received comfort in hearing, 80 many may be edi. 
lied by reading thele my weake endeavoUll: this I ahall 
eeII!eme my happinesse. In this hope, bequeathing the 
lUecesae to him who is able to doe above all that we 
can doe or thinke, yourselfe to his cbiefeat bleIIIi.ng, my 
.bett aft'ections to your worthy aeife, - remaineth youn 
1D all love and duty. CHARLES FITZ-GBOFI'RV." I 

I.':" n..tb'. Sermon unto the Iiviog. delivered at the fIlnew of the rellgiou, 
j' PhiUppo. 4tD. 1620. From the aermon ihelf Doe or two poiotl. touch­
., on the personal cbuacteriatlcl of PJm'. mntber. will be thought worth 
ulrleting. "Expect oot," oay. the preacher." that I should apuke of 
thber IIICI!Itoh, aod make that the betl\nnlng of her praylO. wbicb .. ratber 

..... y .. of otherl." From the fbllowing it i. evident tbat tbe lint hUI_ 
~d of lady Philippa, the father of Pym, must have died .,ery lOOn after 
ho,m's birth. She is opoken of U" A comfortable helper to her lovlog 

1IIbandJher oecood busband). and no .maJl8upport oflO areal a houaefor 
...... ,hila tAfrtie FtJr,' contimIallU, - aod an .. pecIaIl ornament unto 
haooitalitle, the IOhg.contiDued Craise of that house." One of the con_ 
d.amg pasaageo of tbe lOrman s eloquently dncriptlve of this excellent 
_ : -" "Sbe, wbo not long 8ithenee came cbeerfully unto thi. place 
011 the Lord'. day (as ber godly manner Wall hath cauoed us moumfllUy to 
ftpl~ hither on this day. She who used to come in her coach, is now 
.. med in a coffin. She wbo used to heare attentively and look steadfastly 
OIl the preoeber.1a here now (10 much of her as remameth) but can neither 
.. _ hear tbe preacher; but In oilence preacbetb 10 the preacher him_ 
1OIf,lUd to ''tOry hearer and beholder, that this is the end of all men, 
AI1d by her own example (wbich I. tbe Ufe of preacbing) sbe confirmeth 
IIIe doCtrine, that neither arms nor ICUtebOOlH, nor greatneu of .tate~ nor 
IOd\iIIeu ofllfe. nor gifts of mind, nor sobrietrofdle!, nor art orphyslcke, 
!lOr husband's care. COl!, nor diligence of attendaotl, nor children's tearl, 
!lOr sighs of servantl, nor prayers of the churcb. can except U8 from that _mon condition; for iUhey could, we bad not see" this great and oad 
...... bly bere thlo day ... 

Worthily, fmm the boIdm of luch a motber. can we imagine younl! 
"'" instructed to the I!feat acbi..,ementl of bis after Ufe! "The hoy." 
..,. our great ~ Wordsworth, "10 father to the man ;"10 alao, anllci­
)l1li., Wordsworth, Cbarl .. Fitz-Geoflloy said In this very sermon. The 
~ is quaint and ,:urious, but pregnant with meaning. Speakin'1 from 
thetextor death. he luddenly breaks forth'th 01-" For tAfIt u tile eft '1 all 
-. Man is, .. It were, a hook; bis birtb i. tbe title-page'; his baptllm. 
Ihe epistle dedicatory; hi. groans and crying. tbe epistle to the reader; 
AD Irf/a1ll:ie tJ"" cAiJIUuJDd, tile 1IIJI1I- or cant""" qf tile wIwk trlW.fwlI 
""""" i biolife and aetlo .... the IUbject ; bis crim .. and erron. tbe faullo 
~; bi. repentance, the connection. Now there are lOme large .,0-
I ..... in folio, lOme lilde ones In oixteens i lOme are fayrer boUnd, 10m. 
)1IaJDOr; lOme in Itronl! .,.lIum, lOme in thin paper; lOme whOle subject 
• J1lar &lid godlin .... oome (IIDQ too many ouch) pampblets of wanton .... 

B S 
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6 BRITISH STATESlIIEN. 

Pym. was now left with fiNe youug ehildren, two sons 
and three daughters I; and he did not marry again. 
"What he was from that moment," says a learned 
contemporary divine, Dr. Stephen Marshall, "was only 
for the public good; in and for this ·he lived - in and 
by this he died. It was his meat and drink; his work, 
his exercise, his recreation, his pleasure, his ambition; 
his ALL." Such enthusiastic expressions may justly de­
scribe his general course of life thenceforward; tho~h 
the reader will be carefu.I. not to construe them too 
literally. Pym never was a candidate for the honours 
of asceticism: he required something besides an im­
peachment to dine ullon, and was not content with 
supping off a religious committee: nor ever, it mUBt 
be added, did the heavy distraction of public affairs 
bewilder him from that affectionate care towardB his 
children, which is .observed upon by many of those who 
were about him, and which was afterwards richly re­
compensed. In this respect he was more fortunate 
than his friend Eliot. His second BOn, Charles, after­
wards sat with him 2, a fellow-labourer, in the Long 
Parliament; and the name of his eldest BOn, John, ap­
pears in the returns of the short parliament a, and also 
in the list of those gallant parliamentarians who were 
severely wounded at the battle of Newbury. 

On the assembling of the parliament of 1620-21, 
Pym again took is seat for Caine. A series of truly 
disgraceful events 4 had filled up the interval since the 

and foUy; but in the laat page of every one, there stands a word which 
\a,/itIU, and this i. the last WOM in every book. Such is the life of man : 
lome longer, some sborter. some stronger, some weaker, some fairer, some 
o081'l8r, lOme holy, some profane; - but desth comes in like IInl. at the 
last, to olote up the whole; .for tluJt i. tile nul qf /Ill men." 

I See the Perfect Diumall,No. 21.fromllthofDec. to the 18th of Dec. 1M3. 
• For the Devonsblre borough of Eeeralstone. See the returna. 
• Which met in April, 16iO. He .. t for Pool, in Dor_hire. 
• See Life of Strafll)rd pp. £Ol,l!Ol!. Let an intelligent foreigner describe 

the ltate of the public mind durillg the progress of these eventl. .. Coo_ 
aider, for pity's sAke;' runa one of Count Harley de Beaumontt• reports .. 
.. what must be the stale and condition of a prince, whom the preacbers 
publicly from the pulpit ... al1; .. hom the comediana of tbe metropolia 
co.ertlv bring upon the BIage ; whote wife attends these representations in 
order:to enjoy the laugh against her husband; wbom the parliament bravea 
and despises, and who is universally hated by the wbole people." Let me 
compiete tbe picture by reCerring the reader to authorities at p. £02. of m)" 
former volume. 
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J'OBN PTI(. 7 

last dissolution; but one of these events had been at, 
tended in attaching 
Coke to I'arty. Hampden 
year first nguse of Commons I 
preparawJ ",:uulon, we observe the 
ation of parliamentary party 
brought for good and ill, iu ''''1'5U*g''L 
The men who were foremost in opposition to the court, 
whether in or out of the House of Commons, ht'ld 
constant meetings at the house of the great antiquary, 
sir Robert Cotton, in Westminster. Here 888t!mbled, 
for a common purpose, the men of learning and of 
action - the intellectual and moral power of England. 
Here w:,.'" th:: ,,::d Seldens leagued; 
Coke, RR,:liU*an, Philips, Mallg"I, 
U mer, Fleetwood, and 
knowle!!!!!!!! object here. 
library o!! now the pricel!!:: 
of the to these meetin!!: 
dents fro,: ~l!!i:t m:tmorableresolutio~~ 
and from within its walls the statutes of the great days 
of England were, one by one, unrolled, and launched 
in succession upon the popular mind. May we not, 
with slight alteration, apply to it the matchless language 
of Milton? " Behold now that mansion-house of 
liberty, encompassed and surrounded with God's pro­
tection; ~::h"l!I th:~ !1h!1p of war, with it: !!:vils :!1,d 
hammers li±:hion out the plate: 

defence of beleaguj:::tl 
!!eads there, sitting 

lamps, !!,'!!,,'r,i:,L revolving new 
ideas, Rn::!!nt, 88 with their 
their fel!ltR J !!R!!Jm!!"hing reformation!" 

If the courtiers drooped, then, at the last parliament, 
bow much more reason had they to sink down at this II 

1 The count Harley de Beaumont, writing from England a month before 
this parliament me~ observes: -" A udacious language, offensive pictures, 
ealuumious pamphlets, these usual fore.runnen of civil war, are common 
here, and are s,mptoml doubly strong of the bitter temper of mt-n's minds i 
because in this country men are in general better regulated, or by the gooa 
admiDiltratioD of justice, are more kept within the sphere of their dutieo. 

B4 



8 BBlTIIB ITATII8JI.BN. 

It required all the energy and intellect of lord Bacon­
who had then, jUllt on the eve of his terrible fall, 
attained to the highest summit of official rank, power, 
and fame-to reusure and atreugthen them. Never. 
he told the king, would he have a better chance of sue­
cetIII with a parliament than now, if, taking advantage 
of the universal depreasion of the protestant interest 
abroad, he humoured the anti-catholic zeal of the popu­
lar party by asking money from them in support of a 
crusade to be undertaken in behalf of the intereBtll of 
protestantism. 1 James could only half understand his 
chancellbr's purpose; and in the speech to the commons 
on their day of meeting, having substituted his own 
jargon for Bacon's grave and cautious periods 2, he ma­
naged to foil it completely. What he said to them was 
meant to be conciliatory, but it was a feeble mixture of 
threats and supplications. 

The commons listened coldly, and, on its conclusion .. 
turned to the consideration of their privileges. They 
complained, in strong terms, of the imprisonment of the 
members at the close of the last parliament for their 
conduct in that house, and broadly asserted that to the 
house itself belonged alone the right of judging and 
punishing every breach of decorum committed within 
its walls. The king in vain attempted to parry this re­
monstrance, and was at last obliged to defer to it by a 

Yet I doubt that any ..... t aetlon win come of it, inasmuch .. the king 
w;n, In cue of need, .urely join the _pr party." Tbio w .. correctly 
gueued; for DlOIl cerlIIil'ly, bad James been in the place or Chariest the 
civil war would not have been. A little b1uateriDg, and he would nave 
yielded. 

1 See Bacon'o worb, vol. v. pp. 531,532. Aikin .. Life of James I., vol Ii. 
pp.l~ - 1!l8. Rnahwonh, vol L p. to, 21. ParL History, vol. v. pp. 309-
319. Lingard, voL ix. (8vo. ed.) pp. 24-'1-245-

• Tbio expression may .tartIe tbooe who are acquainted with the Bchoo}.. 
m .. ter tone of Bacon In addreaBingparliamenta generally,yet a glanceatbia 

... reaaono for uaembUngtheparllament," wbicb Iadrawn up with very great 
eloquence, wmoho. that it io not miaplaced. He obaerYea, at Ita COD. 
clnaion, .. that In respect of 10 long Intermission of a parliament, the timea 
may have introduced IOIIIe things Ot to be reformed, either by new law. or 
by the moderate desires of our loving IUbjecta dutifullyint.imated to .... 
wherein we .hall ever be no\eao ready to give them all graciona aatiaraction 
than their own heartlCln desire." Bacon'.lUblequent arrogant lpeecb to 
thio very parUament - the haugbty spirit going before a fall I -It not lor 
an wiant to be weighed agoInit tbi8 cautlouo and elaborate composition. 
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solemn 58 he b8d already grant§§J, 
was his intention thenceforward to maintain, that liberty 
of speech which was demanded by his faithful com­
mons. Upon receiving this meBBage, they voted two 
subsidies, but without tenths or fifteenths; 80 mnall a 
sum, in fact, that it only left the king more completely 
at their feet. James hereupon, with his wmal clever 
folly, retili'i15d tdanka in the most 
ThougJ small, he pref4?15'4?d 
them, it was 80 freely 
he exhtlnrtJ the exuberance of dit 5t''''tttt, 
apply the national griev5115tt, 
them always find him 

half way." 2 

,Avoiding, with quiet indifference, the royal snare 
thus set for them, the leaders of the house at once pro­
posed to restrict their literal acceptation of his majesty's 
speech to the latter half of it only. They sent him back 
resolutions from their committees of inquiry, levelled 
against certain notorious monopolists, who had long 
crippleJ tf English trade'l, 

1 See R'ttt" {It,,,', Jttl ,t"" part. i P 111 
2 See ttt ,11't,tt' ,,£11 ~'ii~;"" of com....; .... p. 528. 

p. 328, &1 

~: ~=zl~::t~~z*,~::;_,"M" -0:-- ~ -:d ~.:~ :ni.i:h~~m -- : '~~B~:~~~;Z!1J'2""m 
;::~~:~~~:~jj~,~~;~~:~~~t~ 1;:~~~~;~r~:~:~]~~j,~~j'~j~'lj~j~~: 
I18'!Dta of Buckingham and his family. By virtue of the two fint, the 
patentees were enabled to exact for their licences whatever sum. they 
pleaaed; and on the refuaal of innkeepen or publicans to comply with 
their arbitrary extortions, they fined or threw them into prison at their 
discretion. The knaveries and oppressio ... practised under Ihe authorlty 
of the thinl patent were manifold. The monopolists manufactured thread 
ao &CaDdalously debaaed with copper, that it was said to corrode the hand. 
of the artificen and the fi .. h of those who wove iL This adulterated 
article they vended at an arbitrary and exorbitant price; and if they de. 
tectt» any penon. in making or selling a better and cheaper article, they 
were empowered to fine and impriaon luch interloC,",;'I8, without law; 

:..~ :h;;~~:;~Id !~~!~~~=!Eh;!:=~~at~:r:c!;.i:~::M~~%-,:g "q,dtm,,, T'y 

tacta rty of their feliow •• ,,"]""''', 
right ou"" which tbe;, .. ",.m"e,t ;1;1:~'::;; 

*~~~~: 'ill,l,::" ~d l~,=~~~~£~i;:nt~~~~~j~;;;~~,r~~~ 
=.~~~:,t~!~ ~t""~,,,, "k association, thougb 1,"1 ~"t"ll' "', It,tl, 



10 BBITI8B n.ATE8J(EN. 

some officers of the king's courts, by whom the admi­
nistration of justice had been for some time openly 
polluted. I Of the commiftees from which these several 
charges emanated, Pym was an active and zealous pro-
moter.! -

The king, with every mean desire to wheedle money 
from the commons 3, was by this bold course startled 
into his old attitude of blustering arrogance; and at his 
elbow stood Buckingham, who, knowing too well that his 
brother air Edward Villiers would be struck down along 
with the other state criminals now plainly aimed at by 
the commons, urged him at once to a dissolution;­
when, from a little distance, was heard the voice of the 
wily Williams, then creeping slowly but very surely, 
up the state ladder, U Swim with the tide and you 
cannot be drowned. If you assist to break up this 
parliament, 'being now in pursuit of justice, only to save 
some cormorants, who have devoured tha~ which must 
be regorged, you will pluck up a sluice which will over­
whelm yourself. Delay not one day before you give 
sir Edward Villiers a commission for an embassage to 
some of the princes of Germany, or the Northlands, 
and despatch him over the sea before he be missed. 
Those empty fellows, sir Giles Mompesson and sir 
Francis Michel, let them be made victims to the public 
wrath, and cast all monopolies and patents of griping pro­
jectors, into the Dead Sea after them. I have searched 

I Among theta were Field. bisbpp of lAndaif'; lir John Bennet,judge or 
thepreropthe court; and lir HenryYelverton. the k1ng'uttorney, general • 

. _ See Bacon, .i. 383. ~ 

t, In the unjultiftable proceedingo &pinat Fioyde. Into which the houae 
.. ere .hortly Aller betray .... I cannot ditoover that Pym took a.y active 
ahare. No doubt, however, in the melancholy religiou8 excitement that 
prevailed. at the time1 and which .... the natutal reoul\ of the then in­
variable appearance or popery. both at home and abroad, in affinity and 
aUiance "Itb deepotilm. pym did not reoilt the general feeling. I shall 
have many pPportunltleo for showing, however. that he w .. not an intol. 
erant man. For the clrcumotancee of Fioyde'lcase see the State Trials, voL 
ii.:I" 1159. Carte, vol. iy. pp. 78...;80. 

I n one of thedeopatcheo of 1i1li~reo,t.hen French ambuaad<lr in London, 
J fi nd a Ihrewd re8lOn given for the anxiety of the court to oeeure, by any 
expedient, a lupply of money ITom parliament. By that, the Frenchman 
argues, the opposition will be" kept in check; U for, he coutinues, U bow .. 
ever ill inclined they appear. theta granta of money which give a claim on 
their property, contpel tMna to proceed fDitJt more gmtieRu. alld 'ell". 
ence." 
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the signet office, and have collected almost forty, which 
I have ~ung in one bracelet and are fit for revoeation 
Damn all these by one proclamation, that the world may 
see thattbe king, who is the pilot that sits at the helm, 
is ready to play the pump, to ttieet such filth as grew 
noisome in the nOltrilll of his people."l IDtimately 
this was sccepted as a piece of wise counsel, and, ob­
llerVes Racket, "out of this bud the dean's 2 advance­
ment very shortly spread out into a blown flower." 

Sir Edward Villiers fled; sir Giles MompesaoD­
the original of Massinger's Overreach -and his creature 
sir Francis Michel, were impeached and degraded ; 
and many minor offenders were swept down in the same 
righteous storm of popular indignation, above which, 
moving and directing, Pym 'W8II seen pre-eminent, 80 
especially active was he about those affairs at this time, 
that the king, as we learn from'.the authority of Anthony 
a Wood, singled him out from the rest of the members 
as a man of " a very ill-tempered spirit." 3 

The most melancholy duty of this famous parliament 
remainM to be performed, to the world's wonder and 
its lasting loss, On the ·15th of March, sir Robert 
PhiIips reported to the house, as chairman·of one of its 
committees of inquiry, that they had received inform­
ation respecting a case of bribery which "touched the 
honour of 80 great a man, 80 endowed with all parts both 
of nature and art, as that he would say no more of him~ 
not being ab~ to say enough." 4 We turn aside, with 

1 See Hacket'l Scr\nia Relerala, pp. 49, 50. 
• WillialUl waa at this time dean of Westminster. 
• Atb. Oxon. "oL·IIL P. 78. Woodadda, aaaomeaet.olFto the klng·lopl. 

11Ion. that Pym was not witbout great esteem at the time, as a .. (len0n of 
:: la~f.""I'" voluble tongue, and considerable knowledge in the com. 

'-See U.e Commons' Joumala, pp. 58O--li68. ParI. HilL vol. v. p. 850. 
Bubwortb, voL L P. is. State Trlall. voL II. p. 10118. Clarendon and 
Carte have striven to represent the Impeachment or Bacon as the reBult of 
)IIi.ate pique and reaentment _ in the one case, on the part of Coke; in 
~ other, on that of Buckingham. Whatever may have been the truth in 
IiIIler case. the common., having had the charges submitted to them. bad 
lIO.-urce but that .. hirb they adopted; and the deferenoe and tendem ... 
ftbibited by tbem. during the whole of the proceeding •• toward. tbe iIIus. 
tr\oQo a""used. wal truly remarkable. I should add that, though Coke did :!.... appe&rprominentiy. hia conduct In endeavouring to implicate Bacon in 
...... ptUOIl'. crimes, fayoun lobe supposition of bia baving done bia bea 
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deep regret and self-humiliation. at the thought of the 
disgrace of lord Bacon; but, careleaa of the influence 
of Pope's worthless and aenaeless distich I. it is only just 
that we sh~d remember. in some rellSSUl'ance of the 
goodness as well as greatness ,JJf the intellect. that Ba­
COD'S submission was wrung from him by the mean and 
paltry spite of Buckingham 2; that he was not COD­

fronted with his aecuaers; never cross-examined any 
of the witnesses against him; never adduced any on his 
own behalf. It becomes us. therefore. using his own 
most affecting appeal. to give to that submission "a 
benign interpretation; for words that come from wasted 
spirits. and.an oppressed mind. are more safe in being 
deposited in a noble construction. than in being circled 
with any reserved caution. When the book of hearts 
shall be opened. I hope I shall not be found to have the 
troubled fountain of a corrupt heart. in a depraved 
habit of taking rewards to pervert justice; howsoever 
I may be frail. and partake of the abnsea of the times." 
It was with this feeling. the manly and earnest mind of 
Jonson contemplated ~n's fall; for he had cele­
brated his prosperity; and wonld not ,brink from him 
in his years of adversity and BOrroW. rc My conceit of 
his perlOn was never increased towards him by his 
place or honours; but I have and do reverence him for 

to move the original committee of inquiry. See the JOIl\.w. or Mucb 9th. 
and Carte Iv. 74-

.. Irparta allure tbee, tblnk bow Bacon ablned 
The wileat, ..... _, meanest of mankind:" 

One of these luperlatives muot be questloned -let the common .. DIe or 
the reader detenriille whicb. 

• It will probably be In the reader'lrecollection that a servant of Bacon', 
luboequently said very distinctly, that his lord "'AI aboolutely prohibited by 
the klnl from maklnl hil defence. Tbls may be questioned; but can it be 
questioned tbat, had Bacon not been restrained either br a positive com. 
mand'of James, or at least bf~ a knowlqe ofwbat'muot be the royal wlsb,he 
might have palliated his olll!nee to a very areat desree 1 Many ot the at. 
leJI8d bribes were, In rea\lty, the customary complimento io:cbancellon ; and 
oftbe worst of hi. delinquencies Buckinaham was the IOlc Instiptor - tbe 
sreat cause and orilln' .. anyone who readl the now pubiished correo 
.pondenee of Bacon anA Bucltinlham. will lee to be established beyond & 
doubt. To th!"L!udeed, lord Bacon allud""t in tbll memorial of accesa 
to the klDi in lO!tlI!. .. or my 08lmceo. Illr be .t from me to oay, Dat fIefIi_ 
corwU, ,,,,,,III t:efIIUr/J ~. but 1 will sa)' that I baf. pod warrant" 
lor • they were not the ....- o4lIDden In lIrael on wbom the wall 01 
Sbilo fell' I. . 
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the greatneBB that W88 only proper to himaelf, in that he 
aeemed to me ever, by hie words, one of the greatest 
men, and most worthy of admiration, that had been in 
many ages. In hill adveJSity I ever prayed that God 
would give him strength, for greatnesa he could not 
want. Neit;ber could I condole in a word or syllable 
for him, 81 knowing no aooident could do harm to 
virtue, but rather help to make it manifest." 

Strengthened by the great good they had already 
achieved, Pym and the other leaders of the country 
party in this famous parliament, now addressed them­
selves to subjects which, while they deeply interested 
the religious feelings of the people, involved, 88 they 
well Jmew, some of the most dearly cherished prej~­
dices of the king. A war for the recovery of the protest­
ant cause in the palatinate; some repeal of the indul­
gence granted to catholics in the non-execunon of the 
penal laws ; destrnction of those treaties that had been 
concluded with the king of Spain and the emperor, to 
the heavy diseouragement, as it was generally felt, of 
protestantism; and finally, arrest of the negotiations 
now carrying on for the marriage of the prince of 
Wales with the Spanish infanta; - these questions, day 
by day, gathered formidable influence in the house, and 
at last, in the utter absence of any signs of immediate 
supply, eftectuallyalarmed James. He lost temper and 
patience, and, suddenly dropping the mask he had wom 
so ill, sent an intimation to the House of Commons that 
he expected them to adjourn over the summer. This W88 

received with extreme dilIsatisfaetion; much angry par­
leying followed; but after some days' delay both houses 
were adjourned· by royal commission. The commons, 
however, before separating, voted a solemn declaration of 
their resolve to spend their lives and fortunes in defence 
of the protestant cause 1 (the reader will keep in view 
what has been already urged 2 respecting the inseparable 
connection of thilI cause in that day with civil' freedom) ; 
and this declaration W8I "sounded forth," says a per-

1 ParI Hilt. ,,01. T. p. 47t, 4'/8. J See LIfe of ElIot, P. 18. 
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son who waa present, "with the voices of them all, 
withal lifting up their hats in their hands so high 81 

they could hold them, 81 a Tisible testimony of their 
unanimous consent, in such sort, that the like had scarce 
ever been seen in parliament." 

A receBB of five months followed, in the course of 
which the whole church was thrown into confusion, and 
the king's theology suffered a great eclipse. The cause 
is worth adverting to, in illustration of the personal 
positions of the dignitaries of the church; for it was 
against this class of men, according to lord Clarendon, 
that Pym first showed himself "concerned and pas­
sionate." 1 

The good eaay archbishop Abbot happened to have 
joined the lord Zouch on a hunting party at Bramzhill 
Park, in Hampshire. Here his grace, having singled out a 
buck one morning,' " and warned the company to be on 
~ guard,'~ took his aim, and, 81 the' accounts aat, 
"through miBtake or want of skill," shot the keeper of 
the park, who was passing over the ground on horse­
back. A verdict of unintentional homicide was re­
turned; but the opportunity was too happy to be lost, 
wherefore a pack of his grace's reverend opponents set 
in full cry after him, urging that by the canon law, 
he had become incapable of holding any ecclesiasti- ' 
cal preferment, or exercising any ecclesiastical func .. 
tion. His' leading opponents were no 1eB/! than four 
bishops elect, all of whom, under the circumstances, 
refused to receive consecration at his hands, and took 
their stand, very pathetically, upon impassable scruples 
of conscience, to which it would of course be a gross 
insult to suggest that, with two at least of these four 
reverend men, the hope of succeeding to the dignity of 
the diaabled archbishop must have been strongly present. . 
It waa in fact notorious, that Williams and Laud 2 en­
tertained this hope. The sober and religious people of 

I mst. of RebeL voL Iv. p. 41fT, 
, t Laud bad a quarrel of twenty yean ItandlDB witb Abbot, wbo bad GIl 
_eraI occasions at Oxford opposed and censured bim on account or the 
Roman catholic tendencies of doctrines maintained by bim In' Ilia acade­
mical exerciaa. 
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England were, meanwhile, attentively liatening, and 
from the high places in church and state nothing lV8II 

to be heard but an agitation of the momentous question 
of whether ,the amusements of hunting and ahootiug 
were allowable in a bishop. James BUffered all the 
throes of the strongeat theological conceptions, but 
brought nothing forth. In despair of his own delivery 
b& at last appointed a commission of prelatea and canon;,. 
ists: they could not agree ; but, by way of a compromiae, 
the majority proposed that Abbot should be absolved 
from all . irregularity ad majorem caute1am. An ag0.­

nising question followed - Where was the ecclesiastical 
IRlperior to absolve the metropolitan? A brilliant 
thought at last relieved the unprecedented difficulty. It 
was suggested that the king, as head of the church; po&­
BeIlIIed exactly that plenitude of power which in Roman 
catholic countries reaided in the pope. Whereupon 
James issued his triumphant commands to the eight 
consecrated bishops, and Abbot was pardoned forthwith, 
upon the issue of a solemn declaration from the con­
clave, that "the hunting aforesaid was decent, modest. 
and peaceable." I 

The parliament assembled in November, and in some 
anger at the imprisonment of one of their members, 

1 Tltil .. iD probably be l'lOIlounced to bave been. upon the .. bole, a .. ioe 
• well as importagt deciSIOn, and Is certainly not without even present ap. 
JI/btion to &lIlUn of thil sort. Tbere iI a kind of bunLinr. no ...... day •• 
induIsed occasionally by clergymen and archdeacons. which iI any thing 
hat decent and peaceable. Buck .. bootlng. even at the OCC&8lonai riIk of 
ID accidental 1088 of life. as in hil grace of Canterbury's case. II in reality 
lIOtbing to It. It may be very much the fashion, therefore, when .. e see a 
mlniJter of the flO8III'l partrldgHbootinr or fox-nunting. to pull forth our 
bibles, and make a parade of our acquaintance with Paul and Timothy: 
Ioat the propriety of the practice is really more than doubtful; since tbe 
f<IIIaI!qnences may be ouch as to put society under aerioUl diMJ6lignt,'on to 
die rash hinderer of clerical pastimes. A pheaaant II more allowable game 
!ban • peaaan~ When Domitian left 011" By_kUling he took to killing 
lloaan citiselll j and our times have witnessed leu innocent amusements" 
GIl the part of tile clergy. than the 8port> of the field. A. Cor the sileoce of 
Il0l,. .. rit about detonaton. it is not mQre .ilent about detonators than 
about lawn .Ieeves and mitres; and, besides. it it sayo nothing for them. It 
_Iy sayo nothing &galnot. .. tryou must drink," sa) .. the ordinary DC 
)fewgate, to Mr. Jonathan Wild. .. if you must drink. let u. have a bowl 
~ punch i a liquor I the rather prefer. as It 18 no where spoken against in 
aeripture.' Tlte same reaaon hold. for an archbishop'. or archdeacon" dog 
IIId gun. with preciae1)' tbe same fOrce. 
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air Edwyn Sandys 1, during the ~. Some few daya 
after their meeting, Pym aeeonded air Edward. Coke 
in moving, BS one of their first resolutions, that they 
should remonstrate with the king on the C&UBeB of the 
public discontent then prevsiling, and point out the re­
medies. A petition WBS accordingly prepared; suggesting, 
among other things, prince Charles's marriage with a 
protestant; and that the king should direct his ~efFortB 
against that power (Spain), which first maintained the 
war against the protestant cause in the palatinate. 2 

This petition WBS opposed by the court party BS utterly 
without precedent: the chancellor of the duchy said 
that " it was of 80 high and transcendent a nature, he had 
never known the like within those walls." Privately, 
meanwhile, a copy of it had been sent to the king, on 

I Sandys had been placed under ~ with Selden, not then " member 
oftbe House; alao 10rdaOl<rord',and Southampton,Sutelilfdean of Exeter. 
the bishop of Banpr, sir Christopber Neville, air G. Leeda, and Bri .... a 
puritan mlnilter; - after examination before the council, and a short 
confinement, tbey were restored to liberty. See Camden'. Annala of 
Jamea,lMI. Kennet'. History, vol.ii. ~ 657. Theirofll!DceQrenotasslllDed. 
but It would aeem they bad indulsed ID talkins" arCtJIItI imperU," against 
a roya1 proclamation. Seeretary Calvert was commissioned by tne king to 
declare that Sandy., the only member committed, had not been ... mmltted for 
any parliamentary matter, and air Thomas Wentworth even discountenanced 
the resenting it al a breach of privilege. But It i. ditBcult to doubt the 
cause of SandYI' commitment. See Debate. and Journal .. 

• See Rushwortb, voL I. P. 40. Thi. remon.trance, It baa been truly IBid. 
waa fitted to disconcert aU the projects of Jamea: It penetrated without 
reserve Into thll.deepeat recesses oftb08e arm"" imIJer/i wbieb he held ao 
dear and so sacred; It proclaimed the futility or those negotiations in 
which he had exposed himself to beoome the dupe of Spain and the laugh_ 
ing-stock of Europe; it warned him that bi. arbitrary sulpen.ion of Ia_ 
would be no longer borne with; it taught bim that the darling project of 
alliance wbicb bad .1'rompted al\ th ..... orifices of dillDity and principle 
waa ... ntemplated WIth abhorrence; and, above al\, that tbe purses of lile 
English people would never be opened to him but in the cause of pro­
testantism and the Iibertlea.of Germany, "«ainst the great catholic league, 
the emperor, and especially the king of Spain. Tlie fol\owing passage 
closed the petitio,! : -" Thi. i. the sum and efft!ct of our humble declara­
tion, whicli we (lIIltDag, mteruli"lf to [We .. .."... gorw moJe6ly', ulllloKbtetl 
.... " regal rwertJgaIi""J do with the fIllneaa of our duty and allegiance 
bumbly .ubmit to your moat princely consideration: the glory of God. 
whose cause it ia; the seal of our true religion, to which we bave been 
born, and wherem by God'. grace we are resolved to die; the aafaty of' 
your majesty'. person, wbo i. the very life of your people' the happiness 
at your cblldren and posterity, the honour and ROOd of t'be church and 
state, dearer unto us than our own lives - havIng 'kindled tbese afft!ctlona, 
truly devoted to your majeaty." The words in italica were not In tbe Peti­
tion aafirst propOsed to·the·hou .... but were iuserted in the course of the 
debate on It to meet some scruples of the time. See Joumala, ParL Hi.~. 
vol v. p. 489., IUld Aikin's James, vol IL p. !ll5-7. 
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whom it took sudden and desperate effect. Calvert and 
Weaton, aeeording to Wilson, "had aggravated the. 
matter to bim, with all the acrimony they could, 80 far 
as to reflect upon particular persons that were the moat 
active inatrmnents in it." 1 Foremost among the per_ 
IODS so named were Pym, Coke, and Philips. Accord. 
mgly from Newmarket, whither he had gone at the 
time, "to be further from the sound of that noise of 
the'dillC!Ontent of the commons," James instantly dis. 
patched a letter to the speaker complaining of the in. 
ftuence possessed by some certain 2 "fiery, popular, and 
turbulent spirits" in the lower house, forbidding them 
to inquire into tbf! mysteries of state j or to concern 
themselves aboat the marriage of his son j or to touch 
the character of any prince, his friend or ally j or to 
interm.edd1e with causes which were submitted to the 
decision of the ceurts of law j or e~en to send to him 
their ~ti.tion, if they wished him to hear or answer it ; 
and, finany, to recollect that he (king James) thought 
himself "very free and able to punish any man's mis­
demeanours in parliament as well during their sitting 
as after: which we mean not to' spare hereafter, upon 
an,. occasion of any man's insolent behaviour there 
tltat shall be ministered unto us: and if they have,al. 
ready touched any of these points, which we have for. 
bidden, in any petition of theirs which is to be sent 
nnto us, it is our plea&llre that you shall tell them, that 
except they reform it before it come to our hands, we 
will not deign the hearing nor answering of it." S 

From the date of this letter - the 3d of December, 

I See Wilaon, in Kennet'. History, ~oL H. P. 740-
2 The folloWing, whicb llands upon Ule joumala immediately after the 

ting'.letter, I. an eyideoce of Pym'a quict reooluUon and high collrage:_ 
"Xr. Pym aaith that the words of' fiery, popular, and turbulent,' are laid 
by bi. ~estJ oro tM wMle .touae; for since we I"stle no'1"'rU,lIed or quu_ 
,."..,4..." ,.,cA, but (u the letter salth) been led by the" propotltlons, It 
10 tbe &It ofUle whole housa. He deslreth, a patitlon may be flom u. to 
the king, to knotD ",AD hi8 "'4ie.tg hath "'ttl ifl{omu:d thOle.fier1l turbu­
feat rpirit. lire, that we may luaWY oursel_, and clear tbe howe of the 
taint or those words." 

3PuL Hilt. vol Y.p.492. Roger Coke'. Declaration, vol. i. p.lI9.ed.l~ 
VOL ID. C 
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1621 - may be dated the commencement of the kind 
of open warfare of antsgonist principles which ended 
in the destruction of the Stuart race. The historian 
Hume confesses that it was "rash and indiscreet" in 
the king thus to risk the "tearing off that sacred veil 
which had hitherto covered the English constitution, 
and which threw an obscurity upon it, so advantageous 
to royal prerogative: . every man began to indulge himself 
in political reasonings and inquiries j and the same fac­
tions which commenced in parliament, were propagated 
through the nation." 1 Would the philosopher have 
thought James rash and indiscreet, if his letter had proved 
successful? The truth was, that, backed by all the power 
of the executive, and with all the prisons of the tower 
at his command, James's venture was perfectly in ac~ 
cordance with Hume's principles. He had, however, , 
miscalculated the characters of the men opposed to him j 
the great majority of whom were already, for life or 
death, devoted to the achievement of a popular and ~ 
Bponsible government in England. 

In the spirit of men so leagued their reply to this 
letter was framed. The -greatest respect tempered the 
most resolute firmness. Some abstract of this docu­
ment will find a .fitting place here, since Pym was one 
of the most active members 2 of the committee appointed 
to draw it up, and it is, besides, of the last importance 
that -the reader should distinctly understand the exact 
ground that was occupied by the opposing parties in 
this, the first open contest between the English par­
liament and the English king. 

They began by professing their sorrow at the dis­
pleasure shown by his majesty;. letter to the speaker ; 
while they took comfort to- themselves in the assurance 
of his grace and goodness, and of their own faithfulness 
and loyalty. They entreated that their good intentions 
might "not undeservedly suffer by the misinformation 
of partial and uncertain reports, which are ever unfaith_ 

I Hisf. ... L.,. p. 8i. quarto ed. t See JOumalL 
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t'ul intelligencers ;" but that his mlljesty would vouch­
aafe to understand from themselves, and not from others, 
what their humble petition and declaration, resolved 
upon by the universal voice of the house, did contain. 
They beseeched, also, that bis mlljesty would not hence­
forth give credit to private reports against all or any of 
the members of that house, on whom they themselves 
should not have inflicted a censure; but that they might 
ever "stand upright" in bis royal judgment. Ad­
verting, then, to the cause of their assembling in parlia­
ment, and to the particulars of information laid before 
them by bis mlljesty's command. they inferred that 
they "were called to a war," and certainly with the 
king of Spain, who had five armies on foot, and who 
was known to have occupied the lower Palatinate; and 
hence they took credit for the unprecedented celerity 
and alacrity, with which tb,!ir zeal for his mlljesty and 
his posterity had prompted them to proceed in voting 
the neceBllal')' supplies, and considering of the mode 
of conducting hostilities. To this they added, that 
although they could not conceive that the honour and 
aafety of his mlljesty and his posterity; the patrimony 
of his children, invaded and possessed by their enemies; _ 
the welfare of religion and the state of the kingdom; 
were matters at any time unfit for their deepest con­
sideration in time of parliament, - yet that, at this 
time, they were clearly invited to it; and that the men­
tion of popish recusants, and whatever said touching 
the honour of the king of Spain - in which, however, 
they contended that they had observed due bounds-had 
necessarily arisen out of the subject. Next they dis­
claimed all intention of invading his mlljesty's un­
doubted prerogative in disposing of his son in marriage; 
but maintained that, as the representatives of the whole 
commons of England, who have a large interest in the . 
prosperity of the king and royal family, and of the 
state and commonwealth, it became them to offer their 
opinion respecting this matter. On these consideration'!, 

c 2 
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they hoped that his mpJesty would now be pleased to 
reoeive their petition and declaration at the hands of 
their messengers, to read and favourably to interpret it, 
and to give answer tel as much of it as relates to popish 
priests and recusants, to the passing of bills, and to 
pardons. The declaration ended thus: - " And 
whereas your mpJesty doth ~ to abridge us of the 
ancient liberty of parliament for fteedom of speech, 
jurisdiction, and just liberty of the house, and other­
prooeedings there (wherein we trust in God we shall 
never transgresa the bounds of loyal and dutiful 1Ilb­
jects); a liberty which we assure ourselves so wise and 
so just a king will not infringe, the aame being our an­
cient and undoubted right, and an inheritance received 
from our ancestors; without which we caanot freely 
debate, nor clearly discern of things in question before 
88, nor truly inform your mpJesty; in which we have 
lJeen confirmed by your mpJesty's most gracious former 
speeches and messages: - we are, therefore, now again 
enforced, in all humbleness, to pray your m~ty to 
allow the same, and thereby to take away the doubts and 
seruples your mpJesty's late letter to our speaker hath 
wrought upon us." 1 

This declaration, with the original petition, 11'88 

carried -to the king at Newmarket by Pym and eleven 
other members deputed by the hOUle. <C Chairs 1 .. 
cried the king. as they entered the presence chamber, 
"Chairs! here be twal' kyuges comin' I" In the inter­
view which followed he refused to receive the original 
petition; and, as Roger Coke expresaes it, after reading 
the second declaration, "furled all his tails. and re­
solved to ride out this storm of the commons.': In 
other words, he set to work, and indicted, with his own 
hand, an enormously long nUoinder, which may be thua 
translated and abridged from the rich Scotch dialect 2 
of the· original. . 

1 RUlbwortb,vol. L p.4&. ParLUilt.voLv. p.f95. AlIdD .. James tbeFlnt, 
voL IL p. i85L lIM. I Baaer Coke, vol L P. l2J. 
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, He began by applying to the case lOme worda of queen 
Eliaheth, addreeaed to an insolent ambasudor :-" We 
looked for an ambuBador; we have reeeived a herald." 
50, he uaerted, he bad looked for tbanbgiving from 
the commOIlII for all the "points of grace " he had con .. 
ceded to them. .. But not ouly," he continues, "have 
we heard no news of all thill, but contrary, great com. 
plaintll of the danger of religion within this kingdom; 
licitly implying our ill gOTernment in thi. point. And 
we leave you to judge whether it be your duties, that 
lie the repJ'eIIeDtative body of our people, 10 to distaete 
them with our government; whereas, by the contrary, 
it is your ,duty, with all your endea,yOUll, to kindle 
more and more a dutiful and thlnkfullove in the peo-. 
pie's ht'.IJ'tlI towards UI, for our jUit and gracious govern. 
ment.'" In respect to their taxing him with trUlting 
uncertain reports and partial informatiollll, he proceeded 
thus: " We wish yon to remember that we are an old 
and experienced king, needing no such lessons; being 
in our collllCience freeIt of any king alive from hearing 
or trusting idle reports;" and 811 to their petition in 
particular, he went on to .. y, that he bad made their 
own 1lle8llenger& compare the copy of it which they 
brought with that which he had. received before, which 
COlreIponded exactly, euepting a concluding aentence 
added by them af'tentvds. Having thUB satisfied himBelf 
with a reuon which did not even glance at the gross 
breach of privilege complained of, he next told them, 
that if, in ignorance, of the contents of their petition, 
he had received it, to. his own great dishonour, he 
could have returned nothing to their mesaengers but 
that he judged it unlawful and unworthy of an answer. 
"For," he ohlenea, .. as to your conclusion thereof, it 
la nothing but fWOt6lttJtw coatraria facto; for in the 
body of your petition yoll UlIIU'p upon our prerogative 
royaJ, and medd1e with thinga far above your reach, and 
then, in the conclusion, you protest the contrary; as if 

o 3 
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a robber would take a man's purse, and then protest he 
meant not to rob him." He denied tlnlt the co~ 
munications made by him to the house could in any 
manner authorise their proceedings. He had, indeed, 
made known that he was resolved by war to regain the 
Palatinate, if otherwise he could not; and had invited 
them to advise upon a supply for keeping the forces 
there from disbanding, and raising an army in the 
spring. "Now what inference," he continues, "can be 
made upon this, that therefore we must presently de­
nounce war against the king of Spain, break our dearest 
son's match, and match him to one of our religion, let 
the world judge. The di1Ference is no greater than if 
we would tell a merchant that we had great need to 
borrow money from him for raising an army; that 
thereupon it would follow that we were bound to 
follow his advice in the direction of the war, and aU 
things depending thereupon. But yet, not contenting 
yourselves with this excuse of yours, which indeed 
cannot hold water, you come after to a direct contra­
diction - saying, that the honour and safety of us and 
our posterity, and the patriI,;Donyof our children, in­
vaded and possessed by their enemies, the welfare of 
religion and s~te of our kingdom, are matters. at any 
time not unfit for your deepest considerations in parlia­
ment. To this generality we answer, with the logicians, 
that where all things are contained nothing is omitted.. 
So this plenipotency of yours invests you with aU 
power upon earth, lacking nothing but the pope's, to 
have the keys, also, both of heaven and purgatory. 
And to this vast generality of yours we can give no 
other answer, for it will trouble all the best lawyers in 

• the house to make a good commentary upon it. For 
so did the puritan ministers in Scotland bring all kind 
of causes within the compass of their jurisdiction, saying 
that it was the church's office to judge of slander, and 
there could be no kind of crime or fault committed but 
there was a slander in it, either against God, the kin~ 
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or their neighbour: - or like Bellarmine's distinction 
of the pope's power over kings, in twdine ad lpiritualia, 
whereby he gives them all temporal jurisdiction over 
them." With respect to the war, be then professed in 
senenl terms that he would suffer no considerstion, 
not even the marriage of his IOn, to interfere with 
the restitution of the Palatinate; and boasted that 
by his intervention with the king of Spain and the 
archdnchess in Flanders, he had already preserved 
it from further conquest for a whole year.·" But," 
he added, "because we conceive that ye couple this 
war of the Palatinate; with the cause of religion, we 
must a little unfold your eyes therein." And he pro­
ceeded, in defiance of all historic truth, to lay the whole 
blame of' the war of Bobemia, and the consequent 
oppression of the protestants in Germany, on the ambi­
tion of hislOn-in-law, and his unjust usurpation of the 
crown of another. He severely reprimanded the par­
liament, next, for the terms in which the king of Spain 
and his inordinate ambition were spoken of in their 
petition; not to allude to "the particular ejaculations 
of some foul-mouthed orators in your house, against the 
honour of that king's crown and state." Respecting 
the prince's marriage, he professed himself indignant 
that the bouse should not place 10 much confidence in 
his religion and wisdom, as to rely on his former 
declaration, that religion should receive no injury by it; 
and then informed them, that he was already too much 
advanced in the treaty to retract with honour. After 
much more objurgatory language respecting what he 
treats aa their unpardonable presumption, quoting the 
proverb, Ne autor ultra crepidam, he condescends­
ungraciously enough, but yet out of a BIlrt of ungainly 
desire of seeming to conciliate - to explain away, in lOme· 
degree, bis general prohibition of their meddling with 
matters of government and mysteries of state, accusing 
them, at the same time, of misplacing and misjudging 
hia sentences, as "a scholar would be ashamed 10 to 

o 4 
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misplace and miIOudge any aentences in another man', 
book," With the following 'Very ,atartling paiII8ge, he an 
last concludes: "And although we cannot allow of the 
style, calling it yw.r ancient and undoubted right tJfId 
inheritance, but could rather have wished that ye had 
said that your privileges were derived from the sraee 
and permission of our ancestors and us- (fur most of 
them grow from precedents, which &hOWl rather a 
toleration than inheritance) - yet, we are pleued to 
give you our royal IllllUranee, that as long as you con­
tain yourselveB within the limits of your duty, we will 
be as careful to maintain and preserve your lawful 
liberties andprivilegea as ever any of our predeceaaom 
were; nay, as to preaerve our own royal prerogative:-
50 as your hoUlie ihall only have need to beware to 
trench upon the prerogative of the cro1nl; which would 
enforce UB, or any just king, to retrench them of their 
privilegeB that would pare his prerogative and flowers of 
the crown. But ofthiB we hope there shall never be 
cause given," 1. 

ThiB letter had not been long dispatched, when 
symptoms of alarm broke out at the court. Williama 
recommended the qualification of its terma " with 1IOale· 

mild and noble exposition 2;" and the king prepared to 
adopt this BUgge8tion,after he was told that the eommona, 
on receiving his letter, had on the instant appointed a 
committee to prepare a protest. Secretary Calven 
accordingly went down to the house lIVitb. an explanatory 
message from the king, wherein, while he reiterated his 
BBSurances of respecting their privileges, and tacitly 
withdrew the menace that rendered them precarious, he 
said that he could not with patience endure BiB subjects 
to use such anti-monarchical words to him concerning 
their liberties, as "ancient and undoubted right and 
inheritance," without subjoining that they were granted 

I PorL Hiat. '1'01. Y.~p. 4111. S!11 • 
• See hi. curious letter in the Cabala, p. 65. MI .. Aikin II In error In 

811pp01iDI that th;. w. writteD before die iIiapatcb of die kiD,.. a.r. 
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by the ~re faVffiU' his i'riJdecviFlOl'li, ThQ? 'houlse 
~<l thli coldly. f7alvert· o'f the other milililteri, 
sering the COIl!ing ~, made a BtiU Dror" de!!pera&e 
eBhrt to ""ert it, by admitting the ftng'" ~ ex~ 
pn:smon~ in the origi.nalletu;r to be meapa~ of ~efence, 
alb1 <lIiIkv the0?f a 0?f!} of tne fvv at 0?fe C0F:«1! 0' Ion;; 
lIIIWer. 1 - Thia amW as little IS the former. The 
Iaat t"d r"rat Q?!}pedi"nt tb"v l'eI!"ned "", a""f th" 
clerk of the hOWle received notice of instant ad.jCNl'DDlellt 
till 2f,e FebrllillllY. 

In thia. ex~mHy the lead.~ of this ~parlia­
DIE", aeQ",tt~,£ theJ22zelv0?f Wl0?f 1D!'0?f0l'l."'" e"~,,, 
Notbing,' they said, IIhould aeparat.e them, till they 
had T,lae£,.j 011 "em"T a 10?fJtett 3gaitAt§t tht§ mC£A§trOt§" 
pVEt"nsions of James. The iime that remained to 
them W!}3F indeed abort, bllt they pro~ 
ent§ugh tht§ accumplia;;ment of an act .. hie;; ex. 
erted a sensible inftuence on the con!6t between the 

and tht§ king, up i;; very clOV2. 1,1¥ that 
waa done in the most celebrated parliaments of Charles 
fofi,,!}ed as natStt§,d c""&eq"',nce f'ro.,V2 wh,t Wa done no;'. ~ ,., '" , 

uF"''1 tht§ ,ecei;;t of this v"tice t§f adjourn, 
D1ent, a meaage W&I sent to the eommittee to whom· 
the ldng' § let!}" ha,l been §efem!d; o,me 1kime 
in debate meanwhile, and it was not, as it would 
~ by kio;;'s 8nlik2ll!qnE'nt pt,clamotion untr " 
o'zlock at night, by candle-light, a thing unprecedented 
in those ,Itya, "tho, tho said t'.>mV2ittee drounfit ind} 
the bOn.: a protestation (to whom made 'l,.ppears 
DOt) their lihm-tiE0?f" 'roo o!!lertk,o 'E,I 
ign}K'IIlr" on king's po,t, as to whom nhe protest-
ation was made, emphati!'.allr points ovt the noblen 
qlIFv£eJ' wfii"h it addrk.'!!sed itself,~ thk. grek.t mag 
of the Engliab people.' To them it was made" and, 
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sinking into their hearts, met with a fruitful and eon. 
genial soil. After a long and earnest debate, advanc­
ing to a very late hour, the protestation was entered 
" as of record" upon the journals, in the following 
ever memorable words:-

" The commons now assembled in parliament, being 
justly occasioned thereunto, concerning sundry liber­
ties, franchises, and privileges of parliament, do. make 
this protestation following: - That the liberties, fran. 
chises, privileges, and jurisdictions of parliament, are 
the ancient and undoubted birthright and inhe­
ritance of the people of England: And that the 
arduous and urgent affairs concerning the king, state, 
and defence of the realm, and of the Church of 
England, and the ma,intenance and making of laws, 
and redress of mischiefs and grievances which daily 
happen within this 'realm, are proper subjects and 
matter of council and debate in parliament: And 
that in the handling and proceeding of those busi­
nesses, every member of the House of Parliament hath, 
and of right onght to have, freedom of speech, to 
propound, treat, reason, and bring to conclusion the 
aame: And that the commons in parliament have like 
liberty and freedom, to treat of these matters in such 
order as in their judgments shall seem fittest: And 
that every member of the said house hath like' freedom 
from all impeachment, imprisonment, and molestation, 
(other than by censure of the house itself), for or 
concerning any speaking or reasoning or declaring of 
any matter or matters touching the parliament, or 
parliament business: And that if any of the said mem­
bers be complained of and questioned for anything 
done or said in parliament, the aame is to be showed 
to the king by the advice and assent of all the com­
mons assembled in parliam~nt, before the king give 
credence to any private information." I 

No time was lost by the courtiers, it may be BUp­

I RUlbworth, vol. L p. 58. 
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posed, in communicating intelligence of this act to the 
king; who instantly, frantic with spite and outraged im­
becility, hurried up to London from Newmarkl't, hastily 
/ISIIeIllb1ed around him at Whitehall the privy council 
and six of the judges. who happened to be in town, sent 
for the clerk of the house of common., and command­
ing him to produce his journal book, tore out the pro­
testation with his own hand, and ordered the deed to 
be regiatered by an act of council. His next exploit 
was to dissolve the parliament. 1 This he did by pro­
clamation, assigning as the necessity which had driven 
him to it, the ff inordinate liberty" assumed by some 
"particuIar members of the house,"-" evil tempered 
spirits, who sowed tares among the com."2 Finally, he 
B1lIDDl~ned theSe ff evil tempered spirits" before the 
conncil table, in the persons of Coke, Philips, Pym, and 
Mallory, and, having in vain endeavoured to exact sub­
mission from them, committed them to Separate prisons. 

I have found, and will here quote, a curious letter, 
in illustration of the nature of these imprisonments, 
which have been sometimes spoken of by writers of the 
court party as though thl'y spoke of matters compara­
tively trifling-a sort of temporary detention, or honour­
able arrest. What follows will show the full extent 
of the dangers to which men of high birth and fortune 
were now content to expose themselves, in the hope, by 
such means, of still more quickening the sympathies and 
strengthening the purposes of the mass of the common 
people. It describes the capture and imprisonment of 
sir Robert Philips, Pym's intimate friend, on the oce&-

I A ludicrous anecdote oC what very ominously beCell the king on the 
1liiie day, is given in a manuscript lE'tter of the time. _" The parUament 
.... on Wednesday, cleane dissolved by proolamation. The .ame day his 
lllaie rode by coach to Theobald's to dinner, not intending, as the 

=~~.r:~:~~~I!t~':~f:J a~:;t htn:~j:!ti:~~t!~~i:'f.:: ~~!!~ 
.here the Ice brake: he Cell iI), so that nothing but hi. boots were seene. 
Sir Richard Yong was next, who alighted, went Into the water, and lilted 
him. out. There came much water out of his mouth and bodie; hiB 
1Dajestie rode back to Theobald's, went into a warme bed, and," we he ..... 
;, well, wbich God continue." HarL MS8. 389. 

t R ... bworth, voL L p. 55. 
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aion now in question; and describes, also, there can be 
little doubt, the coune adopted, at the same time and for 
the same resaon, toWards Pym himself'. It iB in the 
shape of a petition from FranciB Philip. to king James, 
praying for the releaae of hill brother, sir Robert. 

"It is not fOr myself," _he writes, "I thus implore 
your majesty'. grace, but for one that is far more worth,., 
and in wbom all that I am conaistB, my dear brother ; 
who, I know not by what miBfortune, hath fallen, or 
rather been pushed, into your majesty's displeaanre; 
not. in dark and crooked waYB, as corrupt and ill affected 
subjects use to walk, and neer to break their neckB in ; 
but even in the great road, which both himself and all 
good EugJiahmen that know not the paths of the court, 
would have sworn would have led most safely and moat 
directly to your majesty's service from your majesty's 
displeasure. There needs no other invention to erusi6e 
a generous and. honest-minded suppliant, upon whom 
hath issued and been derived a whole torrent of ex­
emplary punishment, wherein his reputation, his person, 
and his estate grievously BUfFered. For AafJing (UJIOI' 
u.. laBt J"I'OI*B oj parliament) retired AimBelJto hiB poor 
Aoue iA tie couAtrer - With hope a tIIAile to breatAe 
after thuB troubluomB qlfairB, and BtiU bNatAing nothing 
but pur _july' B M'tJiee - AB "'aB _t Jor, erB AB AtuI 
fiAiBW AiB ClwiBtmu, by a -Jeant at armB, tllho ar. 
ruted him iA hiB OtIIA 1wuBB, tllitA aB much terror aB 

~ to tAB apprelaBndirtg oj trfKUOA itBBlf': but 
(tbanb be to God) hi' conscience never started; and, 
his obedience herein shewed, it was not in the -power of 
any authority to surprize it; for at tAB imtaAt, tIIitAout 
tukirtg one miAute' B timB oj ruolutilm, AB rtm4erBd Aim­
BBlj' to tAB ojJicer' B diBCf'Btion, who (according to his di. 
rectionB) brought him up captive, and presented him at 
the council-table as a delinquent, from whence he was 
as soon committed to the Tower; tIIMrB AB fltII!f' BiAee 
hatA been kept cloBB priBoner, and that tIIith iIo Btrict a 
hand, aB AiB 0tIIA beloved tIIifB and mgBBIf', having BOfnB 

tif/IB Binee urgent and unJBignBd occaBion to BpBak with 
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lim, about tome prirJtJt8 buritIu. of AU faRly, and 
hereupon making humble petition to the !orela of yau 
majesties IBOBt honorable privy council, for the favour 
of 1ICCesB, IN tOere, to our great diMJornf""', IIenied it ; 
by reuon, as their lordships were pleased to declare 
1IIIio 111, that he had not satisfied your m;Qesty fully in 
80IDe points; which is 80 far from being his fault, u. 
I dare say, it is the greatest part of his &fRiction, that 
lie sees himself debarred from the means of doing it. 
The lords CIOJDDliasioners that were appointed by your 
~esty to examiJle his oflimce, &iDee the tnt week of 
Ilia imprisonment, have not done him tRe honGUr 1;0 be 
with him, by which me&III, not onely his body, but 
(the most part of his mind) his humble iJUJentioDB to 
your 1lIIJesty, are kept ill restraint. May it please, 
therefore, your mostexce1leBt majesty, now at length, 
after foJe fJiOtnth,' i".,.uonllllmt and MJtrem6 4"rtmCfJ, 
to ordain such expedition in this cauae, u may BtaIld 
with your justice, and yet not aven yOlD' mercy: either 
01. tBea will serve our tuns; but that whieli ill moat 
~ to your royal and gracious inclination will beat 
accomplish our desire. 7'0 Ii" •• till in cIoBe priMm S­
ail one fill to fJe lntried tJliIrJe; IJftd ffYl' & mGn that hath 
f1f11J hope &f 8ahIation, it ",ere lIetter to pray for the day 
oj judgment, tMn to lie languiBhing in meA waking 
"'_g; yet not ours, but your meJesties will be done." 

A subsequent PIUlllllgl! of the petition runs thus : -" If 
(I lilly) it be not yet time to have mercy, but that he 
must still remain within the walls of bondage, to empiate 
that which he did in theBe pritJiledgetl 0068, my hope is, 
that he will die at any time for your meJesties .service, 
and will find . patience to live any where for your ma­
jesties pleasure; onely thus much let me beeeech your 
majesties grace, again and again, not to deny: your 
humble and most obedient suppliant, that you will, at 
lttm, be pleaBetl to mitigate the rigour of hiB lJtJ,jfering, 
all far a8 to grant him the liberty of the TQ'fDer; that 
be may no longer groan under the burthen of those 'in­
commodities which daily prejudice his health and for-
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tune, in a higher degree (I believe) than either yout 
majesty knoWII or intends." 

No answer was returned by the king; and under this 
kind of restraint Pym and his friends were all, with one 
exception I, kept close priBOners 2~ until, as Roger Coke 
states, the breaking of tht Spanish match neceBBitated 
the king to call another parliament. Such sufferings, 
however, while they excite all the sympathies of the 
heart and mind, are much too high for pity. "I bad 
rather," said Pym 3 on more than one occasion, " 1 had 
rather suffer for speaking the truth, than that the truth 
should suffer for want of my speaking." The priBOns 
of such men are the sanctuaries of phill)BOphy and 
patriotism. ' 

The last parliament of James was summoned, and 
Pym, having obtained his release, again sat for CaIne, 
The proceedings of this parliament have been followed 
BO minutely in the biography of Eliot 4, that it is not 
necessary to say more here than that Pym's exertions, 
during its continuance, were chiefly employed upon the 
declaratory statute against monopolies, and against the 
delinquencies of the lord treasurer Middlesex. 

James died, and Charles ascended the throne, The 
precise condition of affairs at this 'juncture has been 

1 This exception ..... In the cue 0( Selden, who, though not a member 
0( the parliament, had been consulted by it, and given very decisive opi­
nions respecting questions of privilege. He was released in consequence 
of the earnest intercession of the subtle lord keeper WiHiama, an extract 
hom whose letter on this lubject addressed to Buckingham, supplies UI 
with one or two curious hints of character. " Now" says our artful 
bishop, "poor Mr. Selden petitioDl your lordabip'8 mediation and favou!'. 
He and the world take knowledge of that favour your lordahip hath ever 
aftbrde.d my motions; and myself, without the motion of any; and 80 
draweth me along to enlJ'eat for him; the which I do the more boldly. 
because, by his letter enclosed, he hath absolutelY;denied that pver be gave 
the least approbation of that power of judicature lately Ulurped by the 
house of commonL My lord, the man halll e_1JenI par", wAlch mall be 
,ul1erled from nil n.6i'ctat/tm qf applnrae qf idle ".,.,,1_, to do some gaod aM 
wt/ul .....,lce 10 lou mqJ .. tg. He;. but fIOU"II, aad it u /lie jIr.t q/ftf1A!e 
/hat etler he committed /JIf1li •• t the kinK' r.,reBume, therefore, to leave 
him to your lordship'. mercy nnd charity. It Hackett, Scrinia RHierata. 
part. L p. 69. Doctor Hacket proceed., after giving this letter. in bls ch .... 
racteristic style: -" These soft worda mollified anger, and Mr. Selden_&II 
released by tbe next pacquet tbat came from the court in progress. 

• DetectiOll, vol. I. p. 130. 
• See speech on the journall of tbe lalt parUament 0( Jam .. ; alllO on 

the 17th March,IMI • 
• P. 17. 26. 
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already placed before the reader 1; and it will be only 
necessary to remind him, that the bitter distrust 
awakened in the Engliah people towarda their young 
.king, by the Earl of Briatol's exposure of the circum­
stances attending the breach of the spanish treaties at 
the cloee of the reign of James, was aggravated by 
OItentatiOUB and ill-timed indulgences granted to the 
professors of the Roman Catholic religion, immediately 
upon Charles's accession. . Under the influence of these 
feelings, the first parliament of the new reign met, 
when Pym took his seat, for the fi~ time, as membeJ' 
for the borongh of Tavistock, in Devonshire; w~ch he 
represented, in all succeeding parliamenta, till his death. 

The first matter we find him engaged in here 2, was 
the case of the king's chaplain, Doctor Montagu, which 
may be very briefly explained. The then inseparable 
connection, in the minds of the English people, between 
popery and despotism, has been very frequently touched 
on. The effect of the Reformation - the sense of 
emancipated intellect which had naturally. flowed from 
it- had been such as to imbue men's minds, generally, 
with the deepest sense of the paramount importance of 
a pnre system of reIigious ethics in matters of political 
government. This sense struck still more deeply into 
the heart of England, when in every quarter of the 
continent the Romish csuse appeared as the cause of the 
oppressor, while the protestant, was that of the oppressed; 
and no where WBs a struggle for good government to be 
&een, that had not instantly arrayed against it all the 
powers and influences of the Roman Catholj.c church. 
If anything was wanting to strengthen a consequent 
necessity, on the part of the men w~o now enjoyed the 

1 Life of Eliot, p. 'l7. 29-
!l.bould mention, alao, that Pym 10 .. a "ery acti.e·memberof the cele­

bralA!d committee kno .. n by the name of It. ehainnan, Mr. serjeant Glan­
rille. Thia 1088 that grand committee of prhileges, whose report is still 
referred to as an eminent achievement of "parliamentary reform.'" 
AdYancing from their deciaionl on cert.,in contested returns, they drew 
out • general outline and system of the lellal rigbt of voting, and iSlued 
.... writs to Beveral pia .... to three BuckmgbaDllblre boroughs among 
l!lem. wbere the custom of retuming members bad fallen Into diause. 
Bamjlden was alao an active member of this famoUI committee. 
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confidence of the great IIl8IIeII of the people, of a bitter 
opposition to the doctrines of popery, it was furnished 
by the conduct of those high church court divines who 
were known to be moet favourable to the despotic aystem 
in politica. They made every effort to introduce, under 
the covel' of the Arminian tenetB, a sort of bastard 
popery into the church of England. Their design 
was, plainly, to secure a safe retreat for ahlolute 
monarchy, under a timely alliance of prerogative with 
priestcraft and church power. 

ForemOit in support of this design was Montagu, 
one of ,the king's chaplaina j and upon thill divine Pym 
futened with inveterate purpoae. He had republished, 
on Charles's acceaaion, a book which Archbishop Alilbot 
had censured, at the request ef the house of commona, 
in the preceding year. Encouraged by Laud, he com­
posed also a defence' of ~s book, called it an appeal to 
CteIl&r, and inscribed it to Charles. Here.he auerted 
the Romish church to be a true church" rellting on the 
same authority and foundation &I the English, and 
differing from it only in some points ,of lesaer import­
ace j defended the Use of images; affirmed that the 
saints had knowledge and Inemory of human things, 
and exercised peculiar patronage over certaill places and. 
persons j maintained the real presence j numbered • 
ordination among the sacraments j and approved con­
fession and absolution, and the use of the sign of the 
Cl'OIIII. In the same work, as a contrast to all this, much 
bitterness was indulged againllt the puritans j leeturing 
and preaching were decried; even the reading of the 
Scriptures was alluded to with a sneer; and, finally, by 
way of gratifying the despotic propensities of the king, 
a prerogative was claimed for him, founded on divine 
right, and paramount to the English laWs. J 

Pym was the author of the report upon this book 
presented to the house of commons. Montagu was 
ordered immediately after into the custody of the ser-

I See Monblgu'. works, entitled" A new Gag for aD old Goose," and I, Appe110 Ceaarem. n 
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jeant at arms, and brought, for submission, before the 
bar of the house. A vehement intercession was then 
made for him by Laud, who BO far betrayed himself, in 
a letter to the duke of Buckingham, as to declare that 
it was impossible to conceive how any civil government 
could be supported, if the contrary of Montagu's do~­
trines were to be maintained; and urged him to engage 
the king to recWm to himself the judgment of the 
cause, as a branch of his prerogative. I Upon this 
Charles interfered, but with no other effect than to 
expose himself still more to the distrust of his people. 
Notwithstanding his request that, since Montagu was 
his servant, the punishment might be referred to him­
self, the prisoner was obliged to give bail for his 
appearance before the house when called on, in the 
sum of 20001. - ' 

After 'the first ill.advised dissolution, and on the eve 
of the issue of writs for Charles's second parliament, 
Rush worth tells us that "Bishop Laud procured the 
duke of Buckingham to BOund the king concerning the 
cause, books, and tenets of doctor Richard Montagu; 
and understanding by what the duke collected, that the 
king -had determined wit~in himself to leave him to a 
tryal in parliament, he said, , I seem to 8ee a cloud. 
aming and threatening the church of England; God for 
his mercy dissipate it ! '" 2 

But this parliament, guided by the energy and in­
tellect of Eliot, had higher game in hand; and Pym 
found himself, BOme few days after its assembling, 
appointed one of the secret managers of an impeach­
ment against the duke of Buckingham. This impeach_ 
ment has been already described at some length 3, but 
one or two characteristic extracts hom the speech with 
which Pym presented the eleventh and twelfth articles 
to the judgment of the house of lords, will find a proper 
place here. Those articles, it will be recollected, 
charged the duke with procuring titles of honour and 

1 See Heyliu'. Life of Laud, p. 131. Cabala, p. 156. 
• Rushworth, Coli. vol. I. p. 199. 
" Eliot', LiCe, p. 88-48. 
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grants of land for poor and unworthy creatures of lrls 
ewn, and also with embezzling the king's money, and 
l!ecuring to himself grants of crown property of enormous 
.-alue, on dishonest conditions, to the gross prejudice of 
the crown no leas than of the subject. I 

Pym began his task by observing, that tc want of 
oratory" would' be. no disadvantage to his cause, since 
the "proportion of matter" he had to deliver was such 
that their lordships would not be likely to criticise his 
fC art or expression." Having read the ele.-enth article, 
lIe preceeded to point out the fatal conaequences to the 
well-being of the state no leas than to the morals of the 
lIubject, which must result from the continuance of such 
practices as those of the duke. A grave, deliberative, 
and weighty style will arrest the reader's attention in 
the extIacts which follow; and let him. think what a 
masterly and effective foil this must have been to the 
quick and impassioned eloquence of Eliot. 

"There are some laws," he said, alluding' to the 
tampering of the duke with grants and honours,. 
"peculiar, according to the temper of several states; 
but there are other laws that are co.essential and 
co-natural with government, which being broken, all 
things run unto confusion,- and such is that law, of 
suppressing vice and encouraging virtue by apt punish­
ments and rewards. Whosoever moves the king to give. 
honour, which is a double reward, binds himself to 
make good a double proportion of merit in that party 
U!.at is to receiv~ it; - the first of value and excellency,. 
the second of continuance. For as this. honour lifts 
them above others, 80 should they have virtue beyond 
others. And as it is also perpetual, not ending with 
~heir persons, but depending upon their POltenty,-so 

1 Anthony Wood obsen'es, «PYm was a great enemy to the favourite oC 
king Charlet L called. George Villiero, duke of Buckingh.... and very 
active in aggravating lOme of the articles that were put up against him; 
viz. that he forced sir Richard Roberts, bart., knoWing him to be rich, to 
take the title of lord .Roberts of Truro upon him, aild that in consider. 
ation thereof to make him pay for It to him the said duke 10,OOOl. Farther 
a~e~at be sold the o8Ice of lord treasurer to the earl of Manchester for 
~t~' and the office of master of the wards to the earl of Middlesex for 
CIUUUI., &c. &c." -.4th. o.r. vol IL P. 73. 
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tlIen ougAt to lie, in 1M fir" root qf tltilltonour, lOme 
BtIdl aetifHJ merit to 1M commonweal'" tU mfJy transmit 
II tJigorou' UH.Jmp/6 to t1teir 1UCCU1Or', to raile tAem to 
an imitation oj t1te like." Waving, then, with great 
dignity, any reflections <t on those persons to whom this 
II'ticle collaterally relates, since the commands I have 
received from the commons concern the duke of Buck­
ingham only," the speaker proceeded to urge, from the 
facts stated in the article itself, the heavy nature of the 
grievance charged. fC It is prejudicial," he said, fC fir,t, 
to the noble barons; aecqndly, to the king, by disabling 
him from rewarding extraordinary virtue; tAirdly, to 
the kingdom, which comprehends all. It II prejudicial 
to tAil hig1l. court qf peer,. I will not trouble your lord­
ships with recital, how ancient, how famous, this degree 
of barons hath been in the western monarchies; I will 
only say, the baronage of England hath upheld that 
dignity, and doth conceive it in a greater height than 
any other nation. The lords are great judges - a court 
of the last resort; they are great commanders of state, 
not only for the present, but as law makers and coun­
sellors for the time to come; and this, not by delegacy 
and eommillllion, but by birth and inheritance. If any 
be brought to be a member of this great body, who is 
not qualified to the performance of such state functions, it 
must needs prejudice the whole body i-as a little water 
put into a great vessel of wine, which, as it receives 
apirits from the wine, 80 doth it leaTe therein some de­
grees of its own infirmities and coldness. It i, prejudi­
cial to the king. Not that it can disable him from 
giving honour, for that is a power inseparable from the 
crown; but, by making honour ordinary, it becomes an 
incompetent reward for extraordinary virtue. When 
men are made noble, they are taken out of the press of 
the common sort; and how can it choose but fall in 
estimation, when honour i~ is made a press? It iI 
prejudicial to the kingdom. Histories and records are fuD 
of the great _stance which the crown has received from 
the barons. on foreign and domestic occasions; and not 
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only by their own persons, but their retinue and tenants; 
and therefore they are called by Bracton, ROBUR BELLI. 
How can the crown expect the like from, those who have 
no tenants, and are hardly able to maintain theml!elves? 
Besides, this is not all ; - for the prejudice goes not only 
privatively from thence, in that they cannot give the 
assistance they ought; but po"sitively, in that they have 
been a greater burden to the kingdom since, by the gifts 
and pensions they have received, nay, they will even 
stand in need to receive more for the future support of 
their dignities. This makes the duke's offence greater, 
that, in this weakness and consumption of the state, he 
hath not been content alone to consume the public trea­
sure, -which is the blood and nourishment of the state, 
but hath brought in others to help him in this work of 
destruction; and, that they might do it the more eagerly 
by enlarging their honour, he hath likewise enlarged 
their necessities and appetites." With several prece_ 
dents from early reigns, clearly and forcibly urged to 
the house, in proof that c< when men are called to ho­
nour, and have not livelihood to support it, it induceth 
great poverty, and causeth briberies, extortions, em­
braceries, and maintenance," Pym concluded his "ag­
gravation " of this article. 

He now desired the twelfth article to be read, 
embodying various charges of embezzlement in various 
ways, both of money and land; and then, having 
subdivided these charges into separate branches, he 
presented each to the attention of the house with such 
popular clearness and brevity, and in such a natural 
and lucid order, that what must otherwise have been 
confused and unintelligible to all save those peers who 
were thoroughly versed in the nicest distinctions of 
property and technicalities of law, took, from the 
style of Pym, a remarkable simplicity and plainness. 
In speaking of the lands which the duke had pro­
cured, with unusual conditions of favour) from the 
crown; and urging the monstrous grievance, "that in a 
time of necessity, 80 much land should be conveyed to 

" 
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.JOHN Pl'lI. 37 
a private man ;" ...;. the orator interposed thus: it And 
lkallle the "commons aim not at judgment only, but at 
reionnation, they wish that, when the Icing bestows any 
lands for. support of honours, those ancient cautions 
might be revived, of annexing the land to the dignity 
(lest, being wasted, the party returns to the crown for 
a new support); by which provision the crown will 
reap this beneftt, - that as some [lands go out by new 
grants, others will come in by extinct entails." Ob­
serving next upon the unusual clauses inserted in these 
grants for the duke, Pym directed their lordships' 

• attention more especially to it the surrender of divers 
parcels of those lands back to the king, after he had 
held them some years, and taking others from the king 
in exchange. - Hence," continued he, " the best of the 
king'sl4nds, by this course, being passed away, the worst 
remained upon his hand; so that, having occasion to 
raise money, such lands could not supply him. Oppor­
tnnity was also hereby left to the duke to cut down. 
woods, to enfranchise copyholders, to make long leases; 
and yei, the old rent remaining still, the land might be 
snrrendered at the same value. Whether this be done 
1 am uncertain, not having time -to examine; but I 
recommend it to your lordships to inquire after it; and 
the rather, fOT that the manor of Couphill, in Lincoln­
shire, was so. dismembered, and by a surrender turned 
back to the king." In the next branch of his subject, 
a favourite style of embezzlement with Buckingham 
was admirably handled, - that of selling the king's 
lands, and causing tallies to' be struck for the money 
paid, as if it had really gone into the exchequer, 
whereas it had notoriously been received by the duke. 
({ Divers parcels of land were sold and contracted for 
by his own agents, and the money received to his own 
use; and yet tallies stmck as if the monies liad come 
into the exchequer. This is to be proved by his own 
ofIicers, by the officers of the exchequer, and by the 
tallies themselves, which tallies amount to 44,090/. 5,. 
Whence I observe, 1. -That there ran one thread of 
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fallehood towards the king, through all hiB dealings. 2. 
That. it WaR a device to prevent the wisdom- of parlia­
ment. if it Bhould be thought fit, from making a re­
!lUlDption; for, by the!le means, these grants aeem to 
have the face of a valuable consideration, whereas they 
were free .girtH. 8. If the title of these lands prove 
questionable, yet, it appearing by record as if the king 
bad received the money, he was bound in honour to 
make the estate good; and yet the duke had the profit." 

Alluding afterwards to Buckingham's grOBS practice of 
procuring, under pretence of secret service, great sums 
to be iBSUed hy privy seals to sundry of his c;leatures, 
Pym thus, with earnest gravity, - in a speaker whose 
style ,was less steady and deliberative it would have 
passed for severity or passion, - hinted at the puniBh. 
ment which such practices might require. " The quality 
of the fault," he said, "I leave to your lordships. I 
leave to your lordships the proportion of judgment in 
which you will rate it;-whether to that crime, which, 
in the civil law, is called crimen peculatuB: :-which waa 
when any man did unjustly tum to his own use that 
money, which was either 8aC'I'Q, dedicated to God's 
service; or religio8a; used about funerals or monuments 
of the dead; or publica, as the business now in question 
is, - the rather, because the public treasure was held in 
the same reputation with that which was dedicated to 
God and religion. This offbnce - crimen peculattul­
by that law, was death and confiscation. Or whether 
your lordships will think it to carry proportion with that 
crime, which is called in the civil law, crimen falai:­
and is defined to be when any shall rimulatione "" 
Buum compendium, alieno diapendio, facere, viz. by 
semblance of truth make gain to himself out of others" 
losses; which, in the case of a bondman, was death, 
and, in the case of other men, was banishment and 
confiscation, as the nature of the fact required. Or 
whether your lordships will esteem it according to the 
sentence of the starchamber ordinary, in cases of fraud:_ 
or according to the common lawl which 80 much detesta 
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.lORN PYIf. 89 
this dealing, which they term eotnl'l, 88 it doth vitiate or­
dinary and lawful actions. Or, laatly, whether your lord­
ahiJlll will estimate it IJ6COrding to the duM. DUm judgment 
in Au 0"'" IlOI'I8Cience. For direct actiOBl are not afraid 
to appear open-faced, but ill dealings desire to be masked 
with subtilty and dOleness. And therefore it were even 
oftlmce IIllJIicient, were there no more than a cunning 
conces.ling of what he received from the king : - &inee 
that argues either guilt of untbankfulness, in hiding his 
master's bounty; guilt of unworthiness, aa if he durst 
not avow the receipt of that which he had not merited ; 
or guilt from fear of punishment, by these inquisitions 
into his actions which now are come to pass." 

One extract more, -in reference to the great dan­
ger that had been done to the state in tile confusion 
betwixt ~e king's estate and Buckingh8Jll's~ by the 
duke's practices of falsifying the records and entries,­
will illustrate the quarter from which Pym doubtless 
derived his admirable habits of business and order. 
"By the wisdom of the law, in the constitution of the 
exchequer, there be three guards Bet upon the king's 
treasurer and accompts. The first is a legal impig_ 
noration, whereby the estates, personal and real, of' the 
aecomptants, are made liable to be sold for the satisfac­
tion of their debts. The second is an act of controul­
ment, that the king relies not upon the industry nor 
llincerity of anyone man; but, if he fail in either, it 
may be discovered by the duty of some other officer, 
sworn to take notice of it. The third is an evidence 
and certainty; not for the present time only, but of 
perpetuity; because the king can neither receive nor 
pay any ihing:but by record. All th~ ways have been 
bI'oken by the duke of Buckingham, bot1i in the case 
next before recited, and in these that follow. The 
custom of the exchequer, my lords, is the law of the 
tiJigdom, for as much as concerneth the revenue. Now 
every breech of that law, by particular offence, is 
punishable; but such an offence, as is the destruction of 
the Jaw itself, is of a far higher nature." Pym next 
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alluded to ct two privy seals of release, - the one the 
16th, the other the 20th Jac.,-concerning<diverssums 
secretly received to his majesty's use, but by virtue of 
these relel1J!E!s to be converted to the duke of Bucking­
ham's own profit; the proof whereof is referred to 
the privy seals themselves," - and thus continued: 
ct Hence, my lords, appeal'the duke's subtilties, by which 
he used to wind himself into the p08lle8Sion of the king's 
money; and to get that by cunning steps and degrees, 
which, peradventure, he could not. have obtained at· 
once. A good master will trust a good servant with a 
greater sum than he would give him ; yet after, when it 
is out of his possession, will be drawn the more easily 
to release him from accounting for it, than to have made 
it a free gift at first." 

Having gone through the various charges in detail, 
Pym now presented to the house in one mass, the gross 
amount in money and land absorbed from the public 
estate by Buckingham, and afterwards summed up his 
share of the great duty that had been assigned to him 
by the house of commons, in this grave and deliberate 
manner. - ct This is a great sum in itself, but much 
greater by many circumstances. If you look upon the 
time past, never so much came into anyone private 
man's hands out of the public purse •. If you respect 
the time present, the king had' never 80 much want, 
never 80 many' occasions, foreign, important, and ex­
pensive. The subjects have never given greater sup­
plies; and yet those supplies are unable to furnish 
those exPenses. But as such circumstances make that 
sum the greater, 80 there are other circumstances which 
make the sum little, if it be compared with the in­
estimable gain the duke hath made by the sale of honours 
and offices, and projects hurtful to 'the states both of 
England and Ireland; or if it be compared with his 
own profuseness. Witness, notwithstanding this gift, 
his confession· before both houses of parliament to be 
indebted 100,0001. and above. If this be true, ho'ID can 
'IDe hope to satisfy hiB immense prodigality? if false, hotD 
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con we hope to Batujy Ai. COf1et0uBne8., And, therefore, 
no wonder the commons so earnestly desire to be de­
livered from such a grievance. . I shall n.w produce 
the precedenta of your lordship's predecessors. Prece­
dents they are in kind; but not in proportion; for, in 
that view, there are no, precedents. The first is the 
10th Rich. II., which was in the complaint against 
Michael de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, out of which I 
shall take three articles. The first, that being chancellor 
and swom to the king's profit, he had purchased divers 
lands from the king, more than he bad deserved, and 
at an under rate. The second, that he bad bought an 
annuity of 501. per annum, which grant was void; and 
yet he procured the king to make it good. The third, 

. whereas the master of St. Anthony's being a schismatic, 
had forfeited his estate into the king's hands, this earl 
took it in farm· at 20 marks the year; converting 
the overplus, which was 1000 marks; to his own benefit, 
which should have come to the king. The next prece­
dent is one of the 11 th Rich. II., out of the judgment 
against Robert de Vere, and others, out of which I shall 
take two articles, the fifth and seventh. The fifth was 
for taking lands and manors annexed to the crown, 
whereby they themselves were enriched, and the king 
made poor. The seventh was intercepting the sub­
sidies granted for the defence of the kingdom. The 
third precedent is 28 Hen. VI., in the parliament roll, 
out of the complaint against William duke of Suffolk, 
- to the effect that, being next and privatest of council 
to the king, he had procured him to grant great posses­
mons to divers persons, whereby the king was much 
impoVerished; the expense of his house unpaid; wages, 
the wardrobe, castles, navy debts, unsatisfied; - and 
80, by his subtile counsel and unprofitable labour, the 
revenues of the crown, of the duchy of Lancaster, and 
of other the king's inheritances, so diminished, and the 
commons of the realm so extremely charged, that it was 
near a final" destruction: and, moreover, that the Iring's 
treasure was sO mischievously diminished to himself, hij! 
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friends, and well-wishers, that, for lack of money, no 
. .armour nor ordnance' could be provided in time.~ These 

precedents, my, lords, the commons produce as preeedents 
in kind, but not in proportion; and, since these great 
pellOns were not brought to judgment upon these arti­
cles alone, you will observe this as a just conclusion :­
that ravening upon the king's estate is always accom­
panied with other great Vices. All these considerations 
I humbly submit to your lordships' great wisdom; and 
conclude with hoping, that, as this great duke has SO ra, 
exceeded. all others in his offences, he may not fall short 
of them in punishment." 1 . 

The result of this great movement against Bucking­
ham, the abrupt dissolution of the second parliament, 
and the dill&8);rons events that followed, have been suffi­
ciently placed before the reader. Pym was thrown 
into prison, and only again released on his return to the 
third parliament for Tavistock. In that memorable 
third parliament, his exertions were only second to -

I See the Old Parliamentary History, voL viL pp. 123-139. The recent 
editors of the ParL Rist. have entirely omitted this striking speech. I 
o;annot .resist lubjoining, In this note, a very remarkable Jist of precedent. 
similar to thoae urged bf Pym, wbicb were furnlsbed by lir Robert Cotton, 
when sitting In tile prevIOUS "",Jiament at Oxford. "'[ will tell you what 
I have funnel. since this &llelDbly at Oxford, written by a reverend man, 
twice vice-cbancellor of this place: his name was Gascoign - a man that 
aaw the tragedy of De la Pole. He tells you that the revenu.. of the 
crown were 80 rent away by ill counsel, that the king was enforced to live 
de tallailiU JJOf1IIli, and was grow .. in debt quiftq1Ul c""""'" millia liir .... 
....... ; tliat hii great favourite, in treating a foreign marriage, had lost his 
master a foreign duchy; tbat, to work bi, elida, be had caused the king to 
adjourn the parliament in .illil et partiblll remotU regni, where few people, 
propter dq'ectum hOlpilji et victualium, could attena, and by the sblftlng 
that auembly from place to place to enforce (I DIe the author'. own wOrdB) 
iIloIlJiIt'CM qui remanelJmtt de _ .. ..uate regni txmt:edere reg; '1"" .... 
~Iinu&. It was," .. ,8 be, in conclusion, "a 8PeedinJl' arUe1e &g&1nlt the 
biahop of Wincbester and bis brother, In the time of Edward Ill, that 
they engroaaed the penon of the king from biB otber lorda. It was not 
forgotten apinat Gave&ton and the Spencen In the time of Edward II. 
The unhappy miniBten of lUchard II., Henry VI., and Edward Vl, felt 
the w.elgbt, to their ruin, of the like error.. I bope we .hall not complain 
In parliament again of sucb. I am glad we bave neither just caDle nor 
undutiful dispositions to aPJlOlnt the king a council to redre .. tboae errora 
In parliament as tboae 42 Henry III We do not desire, as 5 Henry IV., 
or !/9 Henry VI., the removing from about the king any evil counaellora. 
Wedonotrequestacboice by name, &114 Edward lL'~~I.~' 11 Richard 11 .• 
8 Henry IV., 31 Henry VI.' Dor to .wear them in paniament, as 35 Ed­
ward I., 9 Edward 11.,5 Richard II. j. or to line them out their direction. 
of rule, 4,S Henry III and8lknry vl" Thi. IOrt of display of learning 
has a wonderful signiftcancy of meaning beneatb it. See History 15-
hom Maeintolb, voL v. po In.;..IL 
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those of Eliot. . With that great patriot and ltateJman, 
indeed, Pym went hand in hand I; and his deference 
to Eliot's powers was only Ie. admirable than the ex .. 
tent and capacity of his own. 

When, after the first debate on grievaneea, in wbich 
the member for Tavistock did not fail to distinguish 
himself, the motion for granting five lUoodies wu 
brought forward, in accordance with the noble plan of 
operations determined upon by Eliot, and already fully 
described in my account of bis exertions; it was Pym 
who urged most emphatically upon the house the ne­
cetsity of the immediate grant. "In business of 
weight," he said, "dispatcb is better than discourse, 
We came not hither without all motives, that can be, 
towards his majesty. We must add expedition to ex­
pedition; let us forbear particulars. A man in a jour­
ney is hindered by asking too many questions, To give 
speedily is that which the king calls for. 'A word spoken 
in season is like an apple of gold set in pictures of sil­
ver ;' and actions are more precious than words. Let 
us hasten our resolutions to supply his majesty." 2 Now 
it might really have :been upon such words as these, 
spoken with a view to give effect to the noble and 
temperate policy which was thought necessary for the 
achievement of the petition of right, that lord Claren­
don afterwards ventured :3, in his indulgence of re_ 
vengeful spleen against the memory of Pym, to ground 
his famous accusation that, at a particular time, 
"Mr. Pym made some overtures to provide for the 
glory and splendour of the crown ; ·in which he had 
so ill success, that his interest. and reputation visibly 
abated." The time named by the historian is, indeed, 

1 Pn:n was the only man in the house of common. who seemed to have 
I perfect understanding with Eliot as to the course of his intentions 
~ward5 Buckingham, and, in prosecuting the matter in such a way &Ii to 
lIve the greatest possible effect to Eliot's policy, he showed himself master 
of the same large ulterior views. 'Vhen the news of the arrest of Eliot 
1i'3l ~rried to the house of commons, Pym was the only penon preaent 
Who did not seem startled out of his self-possession. In the midst of tu. 
trl.ull\lo\ls shouting and cries for instant adjournment, his voice waa heard 
to~nseUing judgment and temper. See Journals, May 12. 1626. 

3 Part Hist. vol. vii. p. 430. 
• See Hist. of Rebellion, vol.Jv. p. 4S8. 
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much later; but the speech which llas just been quoted 
is about the best semblance of authority for such a charge 
that can be found on the debates or journals of the house 
of commons 1; and it will scarcely be maintained that, 
in the absence of such corroborative authority, lord 
Clarendon's assertion upon such a matter is entitled to 
the smallest weight. 2 

Certainly the court was soon fated to be undeceived, 
if it had ever persuaded itself to construe these words 
of the patriot leader into a shrinking or relenting from 
the popular cause. Pym's activity in searching every 
possible quarter for precedents during the preparation 
of the petition of rights, was marked and incessant; 
he was said, by sir Edward Coke, to have examined 
every stste paper in the manuscript collections at Lam­

,beth. Equally indefatigable were his exertions during 
the progress of that great measure through the houses; 
and many of the wretched expedients 3 vainly resorted 
to by Charles, day by day, and week by week, to elude 
the purpose'or weary out the perseverance of his oppo­
nents, were defeated by Pym's address and courage. 
When secretary Cooke carried down Charles's brief and 
peremptory message to the house, desiring to know 
whether they would, or would not, rest upon his royal 
word 4, it was Pym's voice which broke the long silence 
that followed the Jltartling question. He rose and said, 
With consummate presence of mind, . and admirable 
temper,-"We have his majesty's coro~ation oath to 
maintain the laws of England - what need we then to 
take his word?" and afterwards quietly proposed to 
move" whether we should take the king's word or no ?" 
Old Cooke upon this started from his seat with the in­
dignant question, - " What would they say in foreign 

, I bave caref\Jlly examined them all wltb tbis view; and may here 
remark, tbat were I to give only the names or the numberless committees of 
which Pym was the leading;member througb all the parliaments of Charles, 
I might 1111 haIr this volume with sucb detsi1s alone.: HI. habits of busine .. 
must have been wonderful indeed I 

I See post, p.'152. -""te. . Tbe speech there rererred to is not upon the 
journals. 

• They are all described In the LiCe or Eliot. 
• "Upon this there was silence fur a gOod s!"'Ce." - See :t\uahworth. 

voL L P. 553,; ParL Hilt. vClL,xviiL P. 95.; 1:.ile Of ElIot, p. .. 
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parts, if the people of England refused to trust their 
king ?"-" Truly," rejoined Pym quickly, "truly, Mr. 
Speaker, I am just of the same opinion I was­
namely, that the king's oath is as powerful as his word:' 
Eliot then came to the assistance of Pym, and the dia­
honest message was rejected. 1 So, when the petition 
of rights itself was sent down from the house of lords 
with the addition of the saving clause proposed by 
Williams, to the effect that "-they would leave entire 
the SOVEREIGN. POWER with which his majesty was 
trusted, for the protection, safety, and happiness of the 
people," Pym rose from his seat, and uttered these 
remarkable words: - "I am not able to speak to this 
question. I know not what it is. .All our petition is 
for the laws of England, and this 'power' seems to be 
another distinct power from the power of the law. I 
know how to add sovereign to the king's person, but 
not to his power. We cannot' leave' to him a sovereign 
power, for we never were possessed of it:' 2 The iBBue 
has been. fully described. 

Great as Pym's exertions were, however, during the 
progresS of the petition of right, we do not find that 
they in any way served to abate his attendance on the 
various religious committees of this famous BeBBion, at 
all of which he sat as chairman. An ingenious admirer 
of Charles I. has, in allusion to this, observed:­
" The profound politicians among the patriots. as Pym 
and Hampden, now allied themselves to the religionists. 
The factions at first amalgamated, for each seemed to 
8Il8ist the other, and, while the contest was doubtful, 
their zeal, as their labours, was in common. Religion, 
under the most religious of monarchs, was the oatensible 
motive by which the patriots moved the people. When 
on one occasion it was observed, that the affairs of re­
ligion seemed not so desperate that they should wholly 
engross their days, Pym replied, that they must not 
abate their ardour for the true religion, tha~ being the 
most certain end to obtAin their purpoze and maintsin 

I ParI. Hill. voL yliL P. 118. 
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their influence." I This is not correctly stated; since 
no such alliance, except in so far as the ob,jects of both 
parties could not be kept apart, was at this time formed. 
Pym was never, at any period of his life, a noneon­
formist; he died, as he had lived, in the discipline no 
less than in the faith ot the pure English church, «a 
faithful son of the protestant religion." 2 It is true that 
he was the means of exacting from the country party in 
the house of commons a greater attention than they had 
before been used to pay to matters of religious faith and 
doctrine; but with what aim ?-not, most surely, to 
inflame the religious passions of the people, or to 
strengthen any set of dissenters from the .church, bat 
to assault, through the sides of court-divines, the 
strongest holds of absolute power. The sect of the 
puritans was not increased by Pym's exertions. It was 
the good work of Laud, and of such as Laud, to enlist 
npon their side the deepest sympathies of even the most 
sober sections of the English people; who thought it 

'hard indeed that vast numbers of high-minded, indus­
trious, and conscientious men, firmly attached to· the 
laws of England, should be driven from their native 
soil, or harassed in property and estate, or mutilated in 
person, only for scrupling to comply with a few indif­
ferent ceremonies that had no relatiop to the favour 
of God, or to the praetice of virtue. Laud puritanized 
England. Pym'8 share in the work, as well as his ge­
lIeral principle of parliamentary interference in religious 
affairs, will be best explained by his speech in the case 
of doctor Mainwaring. ' 

While the house of commons were deliberating, in 
distrust and resentment, on the king's ftrst answer to 
the petition of right, which had just been presented to 
them, Pym seized the occasion of carrying up to the 
house of lords a «declaration" against Mainwaring • 

. During the last interval of parliament; this dinne, one 
of the royal. chaplains, had rendered himself notorious 

1 D·Israeli'. Commentaries 00 the Life of Cbarles the First, vol. iU. 
p. 296-297. 

• IDa own wOrds. Sea Rulbwortb'. Collections, vo]. Y. p. m. 
I 
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by the slavish doetrines of his sermons. In obedience 
$0 Laud's illBtructl.oDB I to the clergy to .. preach the 
loan," he bad deliveJed two infamously serrue di ... 
courses, with a view to show that the king could make 
laws and do whatsoever pleased him; tbat he was not 
bound by any pre_existing law respecting the rights of 
the tRlbjeet; and that hia sole will in imposing taxes 
Without the consent of parliament, obliged the subjects' 
conscience, on pain of eternal damnation." 2 One ex. 
tract from these effusions will show their style and 
character. .. Of all relations, the first and original is 
~fl16e7& the Creator and the creatures; the next between 
husband and wife; tbe third between parents and 
children; the fourth between lord and servants; from 
all mAiM forenamed respects there doth arise' that most 
high, sacred, and tranacendant relation between king 
and subject." 

On Wednesday, the 4th of June, Pym presented 
himself to the lords, as the accuser of Mainwaring. He 
began bysBying, that he should speak to this cause with 
more confidence, because he saw nothing to discourage 
him. .. If I consider the matter," he continued, " the 
otrencea are of a high nature, and of easy proof; if I 
eoDliider your lordships, who are the judges,-your own 
interest, your own honour, the examples of your an­
eestorB, the care of your posterity, all will be advocates 
with me in this cause, on the behalf of the comD,lon-

I Tbese in.tructionl commenced thua. They were drawn up by Laud in 
the name of the king: -" We have oboerved, that the cburch and the 
IIIIe are 10 nearly united and knit together, that, though they may seem 
~wo bodi .. , yet. indeed, in aome relation they may be accounted but •• 0:!i 
:""l:-:'~~"loa:"I~~ ~c~:'.f :!~!e ~~ ::,:.;,~i~= ~~~~::""h 
ealfiD the help of :J:e atate to auecour and support her, whenooever ahe I. 
)IleJoed beyond ber strengtb. And the lame nearne81 makes the .tate call 
Ia for the service of the cburch, both to teach that duty wbich her memo 
~ know not, and to exhort them to, and encourage them In, that duty 
~bioh they know. It i. not long .ince we ordered tbe atate to serve tbe 
... lIltb, and bY. timely proclamation, settled the peace of it; and now 
~!I"te I;;;;J.. Iilr tbe like asalotance from the church. that Ihe and all her 1IIi_ may serve God and UI br, preaching peace and unity at home, 
~ It may be the better able to res It COreil" force uniting and multiplying 
rit." Who can doubt the deaign 10 plainly Intimated in thlo paosage, 
.'wt~e of churcb and .tate againat the people'.Uberlie.? 

bit\ocke', Memoriala, p. 8-10. 
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wealth. And when I consider the king our sovereign ....... 
the pretence of whose service and prerogative might, 
perchance, be sought unto as a defence and shelter for 
this delinquent - I cannot but remember that part of 
the king's answer to the petition of right of both houses, 
'that his majesty held himself bound in conscience to \' 
preserve their liberties: which this man would persuade 
him to impeach. Nor,/ my lords, can I but remember 
his majesty's love to piety and justice, manifested upon 
all occasions; and I know Love to be the root and spring 
of all other passions and oJIections. ..4. man therefore 
hates, became he S888 somewhat, in that which he hates, 
contrary to that which he. loves; a man therefore is 
angry, became he S888 somewhat in that wherewith he iB 
angry, that gives impediment and interruption to the 
accompliBhment of that which he loves.! If this be so, by 
the same act of apprehension, by which. I believe his 
majesty's love to piety and justice, I must needs believe 
his hate and detestation of this man, who went about 
to withdraw him from the exercise of both." • 

After this very striking commencement, Pym pro­
ceeded to that which he said was the task enjoined him; 
- " To make good every clause of that which had been 
read unto them; which, that he might the more clearly 
perform, he proposed to observe that order of parts, into 
which the sald declaration was naturally dissolved. - 1. 

I JIIr. Browning haa worked upon the I8IDe '.'oble thought In hla poem :_ 

• • ... All loye renden wise 
In ita degree; from love which blend. with loye­
Heart aDlwering heart- to that whicb apendl itaelf 
In silent mad Idolatry of some 
Pre_eminent mortal- .ome great loul of 10ull­
Which ne'er will know how well it is adored! 
• • Love is never blind, but rather 
Allve to every the minutest spot 
That mars Ita object, and whicb bate (supposed 
So vigilant and searching) dreams not CIt: 

If there ~ frien:' who :eek t~:~~::~r hurt, 
To ruin and drag down earth's mightiest .I'iri~ 
Even at God'i foot. 't will be from such as loye­
Their zeal will gather most to serve their cause, 
- And least from those who hate.· j 

ParacelllU, part 3. 
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Ot'thepreamble. 2. The body of the charge. 8. The 

conclusion, or prayer of the commOB8. 
"The preamble consiBted altogether of recital, - firat. 

of the inducement. upon which the commona undertook 
this complaint; aeeond, of thoae laWB and libertiea 
against which the offence was committed; third, of the 
violation of thoae laWB which have relation to that 
offence. Now," he continued, "from the connection of 
all theae recitaIa, it was to be obaerved that there did 
JeSult three poaitionB, which he was to maintain as the 
ground-work and foundation of the whole eauae. The 
fif'lt, that the form of government, in any state, could 
not be altered without apparent danger of min to that 
state. The 8800nd. that the law of England. whereby the 
subject it exempted from taxea and loans not granted 
by common conaent of parliament, was not introduced 
by any atatute. or by any charter or 88nction of princes; 
but was the ancient and fundamental law, iBBUing from 
the first frame and coDBtitution of the kingdom. The 
tAim, that this liberty of the aubject is not only most 
convenient and profitable for the people, but most 
honourable and neeesaary for the king; yea, in that very 
point of supply, for which it was endeavoured to be 
broken. 

" As for the first position - the best form of govern. 
ment iB that which doth actuate and dispoae every part 
and member of a state to the common good; and as 
those parts give strength and ornament to the whole, 
80 they receive from it again strength and protection in 
their several stations and degrees. If thit mutual 
telation and intercourse be broken, the whole frame will 
quickly be dissolved, and fall in pjeees j for whilst, 
instead of this concord and interchange of aupport, one 
part aeeks to uphold the old form of government, and 
the other part to introduce a new, they will miaerably 
eGnBUIDe and devour one another. Historiea are full of 
the calamitieS of whole states and nations in such eases. 
But it is equally true that time must needs bring about 
some alterations, and every alteration is a step and degree 

VOL. IXI. E 
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towards a dissolution: those things only are eternal 
which are constant and uniform. Therefore it is observed 
by the best writers on this subject, that those common­
weoJth8 have been most durable and perpetual fJlhiM have 
often reformed and recompOBed them8el11e8 according to 
their firat imtitution and ordinance; for, by this means, 
they repair the breaches, and counterwork the ordinary 
and natural effects of time. 

" The second is as manifest. There are plain footsteps 
of those laws in the government of the Saxons: they 
were of that "igour and force as to overlive the Conquest; 
nag, to give bounds and limit, to the Conqueror; whose 
victory only gave him hope, but the assurance and pos­
session of the crown he obtained by composition; in 
which he bound himself to observe these and the other 
ancient laws and liberties of, the kingdom, and which 
afterwards he likewise confirmed by oath at his corona­
tion; and from him- the said obligation descended to his 
ilUcceSSOrs. It is true they have been often broken, 
and they have been often confirmed by charters or 
kings, and by acts of parliaments; but the petitions 
of the subjects, uponwhiah those charters and acts were 
founded, were ever PETITIONS OF RIGHT, demanding 
their ancient and due libertiea, 1IOt auing for any_. 

"To clear the third position may seem to some men 
more a paradox, - that those liberties of the subject 
should be so convenient and profitable to the people, and 
yet most necessary for the supply of his majesty. But 
surely," he said, "if those liberties were taken away, 
there would remain no more industry, no more justice, no 
more courage; for who will contend, who will endo:n116'1' 
himself, for that whiM ia 1IOt hi, own' And yet:' he 
added, "he would not insist upon any of those points, 
nor upon others equally important; but only -observe 
that if those liberties were taken away, there would 
remain no means for the subjects, by any act of bounty 
or benevolence, to ingratiate themselves with their 
sovereign." And, in reference to this point, he desired 
their lordships to remember "what profitable prerogati vea. 
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the laws bad at various times appointed for the support 
of sovereignty; as wardships, treasures-nouve, felons' 
~, fines, amercements, and other iaaues of courts, 
wrecks, escheats, and many more, too long to be enu­
merated; which, for the moat part, are now J by charters 
and grants of several princH, dispersed into the handa 
of private persons; and that, besides the ancient de­
mesnes of the crown of England, William the Conqueror 
did annex to the crown, for the better maintenance of 
his estate, grest proportions of those landa which were 
confiscate from those Engliah who persisted to with­
stand him; of which, notwithstanding, very few remain 
at this day in the king's possession; yet also, since that 
time, the revenue of the crown hath been supplied and 
augmented by 'attainders and other casualties; and, in 
the age of our fathers, by the dissolution of monasteries 
and ehantries, of which near a third part of the whole 
land came into the king's possession." He remembered 
further, that constant and profitable grant of the subjects 
in the act of tonnage and poundage, "But of what avail," 
he added, "have all these grants and prerogatives been ? 
They were now so alienated, anticipated, or overcharged 
with annuities and assignments, that no means were 
left ' for the pressing and important occasions of the time 
but one, and that one the voluntary and free gift of 
the subjects in parliament. It is that which is now 
1I88ailed; but trust me, my lords," Pym exclaimed, "the _ria of the ~, and their bounty in parliament, arB 
tile only constant t'I'6a8UrB and rtmentlB of the crown, 
_laich cannot be exhatultBd, alienated, anticipated, 0'1' 
ot1aervnae charged and encumbered '" " 

There is nothing more remarkable in the speeches 'of 
Pym than what may be emphatically termed their wu­
ft. This will have frequent and abundant illustra­
tion in the course of this memoir. Never, in the most 
excited momenta of even his latter life, did he seem . 
other than, far removed' above the idle clamours of 
peny, and the little views of the "ignorant present;" 
while with this he could combine, at will, the most im-

B 2 
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mediate and most prac~cal resources of the orator. 
For the wisdom I have spoken of was, as it always is 
with the greatest men, a junction of the plain and prac­
tical with the profound and contemplative; to snch an 
extent, however,.in his case, and in snch perfection, as 
may not be equalled in that of any other speaker of an­
cient or modern time, with the single exception of 
Burke. Hence his speeches were not simply a pre­
sent achievement of the matters he had in hand, but 
a grand appeal, on their behalf, to the enlightened judg­
ment of the future; and the presenting the more, pro­
minent passages of them thus, for the first time, to 
the attention and admiration of his fellow-countrymen, 
is no less to discharge a very tardy act of jUBtice to his 
memory, than . to furnish the most striking, and, as it 
were, living materials, for a judgment on the great 
times in which he lived. 

After a farther homiletic ~bdivision of his snbject, 
a practice of which he was extremely fond, and which 
gave a· certain weight and scholastic. formality to the 
commonest point he touched on, Pym proceeded at 
great length through the second grand division of his 
speech, step by step; to "show the state of the case 
as it stood both in the charge and the proof;" to" take 
away the pretensions of mitigation and limitation of 
his opinions urged by the Doctor in defence;" to" ob­
serve circumstances of aggravation;" and" to propound 
some precedents of former times; wherein, though he 
could not match the offence now in question, yet he 
should produce snch as should snfficiently declare how 
forward our ancestors would have been in the prose­
cution and condemning of snch offences, if they had 
been then committed." The materials of the charge, 
he observed, were contrived into three distinct articles. 
The first of these comprehended two clauses. " Firat, 
That his majesty is not bound to keep and observe 
the good laws and customs of the realm, concerning 
the right and liberty of the snbject to be exempted 
from all loans, taxes, and other aids laid upon theIl\ 
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without common consent in parliament. Second, 
That his m~esty's will and command, in imposlDg 
any charges upon bis subjects without such consent, 
doth 80 far bind them in their consciences that they 
cannot refuse the same without peril of eternal damna­
tion !" Two kinds of proof were produced upon this 
article. "The first was from assertions of the Doctor'S, 
concerning the power of kings in general j but, by 
necessary consequence, to be applied to the kings of 
England. The next was from bis Censures and Deter­
minations upon the particular case of the late loan j 
which, by necessity and parity of reason, were likewise 
applicable to all caseB of a like nature.. And lest, by 
frailty of nature, he might mistake the words, or 
invert the sense, he desired leave to resort to a paper, 
wherein the places were carefully extracted out of the 
book itself." 

And then he read each particular clause, pointing 
to the page for proof, and afterwards· proceeded and 
IBid : - that from this evidence of the fact doth i88ue 
a clear evidence of his wicked intention to' misguide 
and seduce the king's conscience, touching the observ­
ations of the laws and liberties of the kingdom j and 
to scandalize and impeach. the good laws· and govern­
ment of the realm, and the authority of parliaments. 
"Now, my lords," continued Mr. Pym, " if to give the 
king ill counsel ip. one particular action hath hereto­
fore been heavily punished in this high court, how 
much more heinous must it needs be thought to pervert 
and Seduce, by ill counsel~ his majesty's conBCience­
that sovereign principle of all moral actions in man, 
from which they are to receive warrant for their di­
rectUm before they be acted, and judgment for their 
reformation afterwards I . If scandalum magnatum­
Blander and infamy cast upon great lords and officers 
of the kingdom - baa been alwaYII most severely cen-
1IIred, lwto much more tender O'Ught Ule to be of that 
'laa!kr and infamy Ulhick i8 here cast upon the laUl8 
1M goDemment, from Ulhence are deritled all the honO'Ur 

l!l 8 
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and retlerence due to tAoBe great lortla and magiBtratu ! 
All men, my lords, and 80 the greatest and highest ma- ' 
gistrates, are subject to passions and partialities, whereby 
they may be transported into over-hard injuri01l8 
ClOBBe8; and though these considerations can never 
justify, they may 80metimes excuse, the railing and evil 
speeches of men who, have been 80 provoked; it being 
a true rule, that whatsoever gives strength and in.,. 
forcement to the temptation in any sin, doth neces­
sarily imply an abatement and diminution of guilt in 
that sin. But to slander and disgrace the laws and 
government, is without possibility of any such excuse ; 
it being a Ilimp1e act of a mal.ignant will, not induced 
nor emcitetl b!i any outward prooocation; for the lawB 
carrying an equal and conBtant r6llp6t;t to tJIl, ought t, 
be reverenced equally by aU." And thus he derived the 
the proofs and enforcements upon the first article of 
the 'charge. 

In the same strain of grave and 104yeloquence Pym 
urged the second and third articles of the impeachment, 
and then observed, with conclusive effect, upon Main­
waring's attempted limitations of his doctrines. The 
Doctor had pleaded, for instance, among other things, 
that " he did not attribute to the king any such abso­
lute power as might be exercised at all times, or upon 
all occasions, but only upon necessity extreme and 
lU'geDt ;" and to this Pym answered: "That it is all 
one to leave the power absolute, and to leave the· judg­
ment arbitrary when to execute that power; for, 
although these limitations should be admitted, yet it is 
left to the king alone to determine what is an urgent and 
pressing necessity, and what is a just proportion, 
both in respect of the ability and of the use and occ&­
Ilion; and what shall be said to be a circumstance, and 
what the substance, of the law. Thus the subject is 
left without remedy; and, the legal bounds being 
taken away, no pr).vate person shall be allowed to 
oppose his own particular opinion, in any of these 
pointa. to the king's resolution; 80 that all these limit,:" 
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ations, though specious in shew, are in effect fruitleu 
aDd vain." 

Having answered, in the same eaII'f .train, all Main­
waring's ffimsy defence, he now took up lOme <f circum­
stiooes of aggravation," and presented them to the lord&. 
·The remark he makes on the fact of lOme of these 
sermons having been preached before the <f king and 
court at Whitehall," is very singular and significant. 

" The first," he laid, alluding to the circumstances 
of aggravation, "was from the place where these 
sermons were preached - the cowt, the king's own 
family, where ruck doctrine flllU btifore 80 well believed 
fiat no f1UJ'JI nee4 to be cont16rletl. Of this there could 
be no end, bu.t either aimoniacal, by flattery and 
soothing to make way for his own preferment; or else 
extremely malicious, to add new aftlietions to those who 
lay under his majesty's wrath, disgraced and imprisoned, 
and thus to enlarge the wound which bad been given to the 
laws and liberties of the kingdom. The second was from 
the consideration of his holy function. He is a preacber 
of God's word; and yet be had endeavoured to make . 
that, which waa the only rule of justice and goodness, 
to be the warrant for violence and oppression. He is a 
messenger of peace; but-be had endeavoured to BOW 

strife and dissension, not only among private persons, but 
even betwixt the king and his people, to the disturbance 
and danger of tbe whole state. He is a spiritaaI father; 
but, like that evil father in the gospel, he bath given 
his children stones instead of bread; instead of flesh 
he hath given them scorpions. Lastly, he is a m.inister 
of the eburch of England, but he hath acted the part 
of a Romisn jesuit: ,they labour our destruction, by 
dissolving the oath of aIIegiance taken by the people; 
he doth the same work, by dissolving the oath of pro­
tection and justice taken by the king." 

With the same eloquent boldness he next observed, 
18 a circumstance of aggravation, that the authors quoted 
by Mainwaring in support of his doctrines were "for 
the IDOIt part friars and jesuits;" and, worse than this, 
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that he had been guilty of "fraud and shifting in 
citing even those -authors to purposes qllite different 
from their own meanings." In .this portion of his great 

. task, Pym gave some memorable illustrations of the 
labour and learning he had applied to it;' only one very 
short specimen of which may be given here.-" In the 
twenty-seventh page of his first sermon," Mr. Pym con­
tinued, "he cites these words, Suarez de Legilnu, lib. v. 
cap. 17.: ...4.cceptationempopuli rum esae oonditionemnece8_ 
8IJriam, e:JJ 'Vi juriB naturalis aut gentium, neque e:JJ jure 
communi. Now the jesuit adds, Ne.que e:JJ antiquo jure 
HiBpanic8, which words are left out by the Doctor, lest 
the reader might be invited to inquire what was anti­
quul7J jus HiBpanic8; though it might have been learned 
from the same author, in another place of. that work, 
that about two hundred years since this liberty was 
granted to the people by one of the kings, that no tribute 
should be imposed without their consent; - and this 
author adds further, that after the law is introduced, and 
confirmed by custom, the king is bound to observe it." 
From this place Pym took occasion to make this 
short digression. "That the kings of Spain, being power • 

. ful and wiae princes, would mver have parted with. BtCCT. 
1.1 mark of absolute royalty if they had not found in th.i8 
courae more advantage than in the other ; and the SUCC6811 

and prosperity of that kingdom, through the 1II.Ilour and 
industry. of the SpaniBh nation, 80 much advanced since 
that time, do manifest the wisdom of the change." It 
would be scarcely possible to illustrate Pym's courage 
and high-minded indifference to popular prejudice 
better than by these few words in. praise of the Spanish 
nation, at that time the object of universal execration 
with the English people. ' 

As a concluding point of aggrsvation, Pym now men­
tioned the circumstance of Mainwaring's having repeated, 
"in his own parish church of 8t. Gi1es," the very 
offensive doctrines originally charged agaiosthim, "even 
since the sitting of parliament and his being questioned 
in parliament;" and then "desired the lords that thill 
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circumstance might be carefn11y coDlidered, becauae the 
commoDS held it to be a great contempt offered to the 
parliament, for him to maintain that 80 publickly which 
was here questioned. A great presumption, they held 
~t, for a private divine to debate the right and power 
of the king; which is a matter of such a nature as to 
be handled only in this high court, and that with mo­
deration and tenderness." 

Pym now, in conclusion, produced lOme such pre­
cedents as might testify what the opinion of our ancestors 
would have been, if this case had fallen out in their time; 
and herein, he said, "he would confine himself to the 
reigns of the first three Edwards, two of them princes of 
great glory:" he began with the eldest.-West. I. cap. 840. 
" By this ststute, 8 Edw. I., provision was made against 
those who should tell any false news or device, by which 
any discord or scandal may arise betwixt the king, his 
people, and great men of the kingdom. By 27 Ed­
ward. 1. (Rot. ParI. n. 20.) it waa declared by the king's 
proclamation, sent into all the counties of England, that 
they that reported that he would not observe the great 
charter were malicious people; ~ho desired to put 
trouble and debate betwixt the king and his subjects, 
and to disturb the peace and good estste of the king, 
the people, and the realm. In 5 Edward II. (Inter no­
vas Ordinationes), Henry de Deamond, for giving the 
king ill counsel against his oath, was put from the 
council, and restrained from coming into the presence 
of the king under pain of confiscation and banishment. 
By 19 Edward II. (Clause, Mem. 26. indors.), commis­
sions were granted to inquire upon the ststute of West. I. 
touching the spreading of news, whereby discord and 
IICaIldal might grow betwixt the king and his people. 
In 10 Edw. III. (Clause, M. 26.) proclamation went out 
to arrest all of those who had presumed to report that 
the king would lay upon the woods certain BUmS, besides 
the ancient and due customs; where the king calls 
these reports < exquisits mendacia, &c. qUill non tantum 
in puhlicam l!esionem, sed in nostrum cedunt dam~um~ 
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et dedeeus manifestum: In H! Edward III. (Rot. A1-
manie), the king writes to the archbitlhop of Canterbury, 
exCUling hiinaelf for some impositions which he had 
laid, professing his great sorrow for it; deaires the 
arehbishop, by indulgences and other ways, to stir up 
the people to pray for him; hoping that God would en­
able him, by some satisfactory benefit, to make amends, 
and comfort his subjects fot: those pressures." Having 
added to these temporal precedentS one or two from 
ecclesiastical records, Pym Prt!Bellted to their lordships 
the following result to be collected from them: _n If 
former parliaments were careful of false rumours and 
news, they would have been much more tender of such 
doctrines as these, which might produce great occasion. 
of discord betwixt the king and his people. If those 
who reported the king would lay impositions and break 
his laws, were. thought such heinous offenders, how 
much more should the man be condemned who per­
suaded the king he is not bound to keep those laws! 
If that great ki1l1J Edward was so far from challenging 
any right in this kind, that he professed his own sorrow 
and repentance for grieving his subjects with unlawful 
charges - if confessors were enjoined to frame the con­
science of the people to the observances of these laws,­
certainly such doctrines as those of Mainwaring, and 
such a preacher as this, would have been held most 
atrange and abominable in all those great times of 
England!" 

Then, having recited the prayer of the commons, de­
siring Mainwaring to be brought to examination and 
judgment, Pym concluded -" That seeing the cause 
bad strength enough to maintain itself, his humble suit 
to their lordships was, that they would not observe his 
infirmities and defects, to the diminution or prejudice of 
that strength.I" 

Laud trembled at the effects of this speech, and even 
expressed to the king his alarm for an impeachment 

1 J have collected tbil apeech fl'om varioUi documents; but a Calr 1"epOrt 
will be found iD the Old ParliaJneDtary Hiltory. vol. Iii. pp.171-189. 
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agaiDat himaeIf'; but ChArlel told him to be under no 
uneuiD.eII, till he saw him forsake his other frienda. 1 

Yet even Charles winced from an open deftanee of the 
manifest feeling excited by Pym., and for a time pre­
tended to yield up Mainwaring to the judgment of par­
liament. .. Truly," says Sandenon 2, "I remember the 
king's answer to all,- 'he that will preach other than he 
can prove, let him BUfFer; I give them no thanb to 
give me my due;' and 80, being a parliament businees, 
he (Mainwaring) was left by the king and church to 
their sentence:' Immediately after the p88ling of the 
petition of right, that sentence was pronounced by the 
upper house; and, in spite of Mainwaring's tears and 
aft'ected penitence, to say nothing of his impudent hypo­
crisy, he was condemned to imprisonment during the, 
pleasure ,of parliament; to be fined a thousand pounds 
to the king; to make a submiSBion, both in writing and 
personally, at the bar of the house, and also at the bar 
of the commons; to be suspended from the ministry 
for three years; and to be incapable of ever holding an 
ecclesiastical dignity or secular office, or of preaching 
at eourt. Lastly, the peers ordered his sermons to be 
burnt. 3 "A heavy aentence, I confess," observes 
Heylin 4, "but such as did rather aftiight than hurt' 
him. For his majesty looking on him in that conjuncture 
as one that suffered in his cause, preferred him first to 
the parsonage of Stamford-Rivers, in Essex (void not 
long after by the promotion of Montagu to the see of 
Chichester), afterwards to the deanery of Worcester. 
and, finally, to the bishopric of St. David'.. TAu fDa 
indeed the fOGy to AGee Au majB8ty fDell 8Bf'tJBtl, but such 
as created him lOme ill thoughts towards the commons 
for ~ majeatie's indulgence to him.:' 

These disgraceful promotions, strengthened by the 
translation of Laud himself to the see of London. took 
place during the prorogation of parliament, and the 

, J Herlln" LIfe of Laud, Po 171, See aIIo Laud .. Diary, 
s Lite of Cbarleo the First, p. 115. 
a Parl Hist. vol. viii. Po 151, &c. Ruabwortb, vol i. p.585-511S. 
4 Life, of Laud, p. 180. , 
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feelings with which the commons reassembled in COD­

sequence have already been described. I Pym took an 
active part in their debates on the spread of Arminianism, 
and spoke: with bittenless of the recent promotions. 
(C Who," he asked, "could pretend to ignorance of the 
articles of the true protestant religion? Had they not 
been settled by the articles set forth in 1552; by the 
catechism set forth in king Edward the Sixth's days; 
by the writings of Peter Martyr, Martin Bucer, Wick­
cli1fe, and others; by the constant profession sealed by 
the blood of so many martyrs, as Cranmer, Ridley, and 
others; by the thirty-nine articles set forth in queen 
Elizabeth's time; and by the articles set forth at Lam­
beth as the doctrine of the church of England, which 
king James sent to Dort and to Ireland as the truth 
professed here? Lastly, had they not been set forth by 
his majesty's own declaration and proclamation to main­
tain unity in the settled religion? Yet these are now 
perverted and.; abused, to the ruin and subversion of 
religion! Consider the preferments which such have 
received since the last parliament who have heretofore 
taught contrary to the truth ! Then consider again for 
what overt acts these men have been countenanced and 
advanced! what pardons they have had for false doc­
trines! what manner of preaching hath been lately 
before the king's majesty! what suppresaion of books 
that have been written against their doctrines, and what 
permitting of such books as have been written for 
them '" Subsequently Pym propounded certain remedial 
measures, which he urged it to be the duty of the par­
liament in general, and of each Christian in particular, 
to follow. "For," he continued, "howao:ever it ill alleged. 
that the parliament are not judgu in matte'l'8 of faith, 
get ought they to know the mabliBhed and fundamental 
trutM, and the contrary to them 2; for parliaments 

. 1 Life otEllot, p. 87-89. 
I 10 AikiD', Life of Cbarlea, aod alao 10 tbe blstory from Maclntoeb, the 

foDowing worda are attributed to Pym 10 tbla debate: -" It belongs to par­
lIameot to eatabllab true rellgioo and to punish faIJe." But the ~_ 
In tbe text Ia the original from wblcb that truly aweep1ns "POPhthesm of 
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have confinned acts of general conncils, which have 
not been received until they have been 10 author­
ized; and parliaments have enacted laws for trial of 
heretics by juries. The parliament pnnished the earl 
of Essex for countenancing of heretics; and there is · 
no court can meet with these mischiefs, but the court 
of parliament. The convocation cannot, because it is 
but a provincial synod, only of the jurisdiction of 
Canterbury, al}d the power thereof is not adeqUll,te to 
the whole kingdom; while the convocation of York 
may, perhaps, not agree with that of Canterbury. 
The high commission cannot; for it hath its authority 
derived from parliament, and the derivative cannot pre­
judice the original. . It is, in short, reserved for the 
judgment of the parliament, that being the ,judgment 
of the king and of the three estates of the kingdom." 1 

The result of these debates was the famous vow or 
declaration 2 respecting religion, which, as Carte takes 
upon himself to inform us, "Mr. Pym, having the 
more time to take care of other people's religion be­
cause he had very little of his own, drew up, and pre­
sented to the house."" This was the last great act of 
that most celebra~d parliament, in which Pym had 
achieved for himself, almost equally with Eliot, the 
pursuing hatred of the court. Fortunately, however, 
he was 1Iot an actor in the stormy and tempestuous 
scene of its dissolution, and therefore escaped that 

parliamentary supremacy and persecution has been taken ; and, it is 
IICal'Cely neeeuary to add,lit doeo not by any means autborise such. violent 
.and abourd construction. I bad before observed (Life of Eliot, p. 90.) tbat 
Rushworth's report. of this sellion are very incorrect, and tbe words In 
quest;on are taken from Rushworth. But for tbe correCt speecb see Old 
Pari. Hi,l vol. viii. p. 262-263. 

I Oliver Cromwell's first reported speech in parliament was made on this 
occasion, and is worth subjoining. He 'aid, fI that he heard by relation 
from one Dr. Beard, that Dr. Alablaster had preached ftat popery at 
St. Paul', Cross; and that the bishop of Winchester (Dr. Neile) com­
manded him, as he was his d iOCfl'lan, be .hould preach nothing to the con .. 
nary. He said, that Manwaring. 10 JUIUy cenlured for hi, termon, in this 
bouse, 'Was, by this bishop's meanl, preferred to a rich living. If theae are 
Iteps to church preferments, what may we not expect!' " 

• See tbe Life of Eliot, p.9-I. 
S Carte, History, vol iv. p. 200. 
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vengeance by which the popular cause lost 80 formi­
dable a champion, and himself so dear a friend. 

But another friend had fallen from his side lOme few 
months before, alienated by a worse stroke, in the thought 
of Pym, than that of imprisonment or death. Sir 
Thomas Wentworth had gone over to the court; and 
Pym, who is described to have been the only one of 
the leading'popular men, besides Hollis, really intimate 
with W ent~orth, is said to have felt this desertion with 
singular acuteneBS. Vainly imagining that 

" Mutual leagUe, 
'United thoUghts and counsela, equal hope, 
And hazard In the Slorioua enterpriae." 

had joined them inseparably, it was probably Pym 
who, whenever Eliot impugned the trustworthiness of 
Wentworth, pledged his own faith for him, and 80 in­
creased, for himself, the bitterness of the present 

, desertion.' Feeling, therefore, in all its force, the 
truth of one of his own favourite thoughts, hatred now 
sprang into the place of his former love. The anec­
dote which dates the first terrible dawning of the 
change, rests on the cautious authority of doctor Wel­
wood. 1 " There had been a long and intimate friend­
ship," he says, "between Mr. Pym and sil' Thomas 
Wentworth, and they had gone hand and hand in the 
House of Commons. But when sir Thomas Went­
worth was upon making his peace with the court, he 
sent to Pym to meet him alone at Greenwich; where 
he began in a set speech to, sound Mr. Pym about the 
dangers they were like to run by the courses they were 
in, and what advantages they tnight have if they 
would but listen to some offers which would probably 
be made them from the court. Pym, understanding his 
drift, stopped him short' with this expression, 'You 
need not use all this art to tell me that you have a 
mind to leave us: but remember what I tell you.. 
You are going to be undone. And remember also, ~ 
though you leave U8 1UJtD, I will never leave you while 

I See Memoriala of EnsUm AItlIira, p. 4a, 47. 
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yOUf' 1&etul i8 upon YOUf' 8Aoulder,/ ... Pym kept hie 
word. 

The desperate course of government by prerogative 
now began. Charles, while disrobing himself on the 
day of the parliament's dissolution, plllllionately vowed 
that he would never put on thOle robes again; and, 
not content with a violent declaration of his reasons for 
the diB8olution, issued a proclamation which forbade 
even the word parliament to croBB the lips of hie pe0-
ple, since he, who alone had the power of calling, con-

• tinuing, and diI80lving parliaments, was the best judge 
when to asaemble them, and now declared that though 
8I1eb an event might happen, it would only be after the 
country had evinced a better disposition, and the "vipers 
of the commonwealth JJ had received their condign 
punishment, and " thOle who are misled by them had 
come to a better understanding of hie maJesty and 
themselves." With deep sorrow for the miseries which 
now, for a ti~e, impended over England, and aiHicted 
to the soul by the personal sufferings of many of hiB 
dearest, friends, it may be yet supposed that Pym looked 
forward deliberately and undespairingly, since, if for no 
reason else, he had to keep the appointment he had 
made with Wentworth. 

It will be necessary to sketch, very briefly, the 
measures by which the executive now sought to enalave 
the people. 

The duties of tonnage and poundage, which Charles 
had solemnly pledged himself never to take but iIB a 
gift from hie people, were rigoroualy extorted; war­
rants were issued by the council to seize the goods of 
all who attempted to land them without authority, and 
to detain them till- the customs were paid; and orders 
were despatched to imprison all who attempted to re­
coYer their property by replevin. Richard Chambers -
a name ever memorable among Loudon citizens -
courageously appealed from the vengeance of the coun­
cil; but he was dragged into the Star Chamber, fined 
2000L, and doomed to imprisonment till he made 
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various abject submissions: these he refused to make, 
and for twelve years he languished, in prison, from which 
he was released a beggar. Various merchants made at­
tempts to elude these measures .by Bending their goods 
beyond theBe8S; but nothing is so vigilant as' tyranny, 
alld .the goods were seized in England, while Unlimited 
orders were issued in consequence to Bearch warehouses, 
and prevent what was denominated a fraud on the 
revenue. 

Equally disgraceful were the taxes imposed for the 
support of muster-masters of the militia; coat and COIl~ 
duct money was also exacted, while soldiers were billeted 
as of old. But the grievance which outheroded all the 
rest was the revival of monopolies. This was carried 
to an extent which was truly appalling. Under the 
pretext, for instance, that certain persons had made dis­
coveries in the manufacture of soap, and that the dealers 
in general imposed. a bad article upon the people, these 
persons were erected into a corporation, and the right 
of the manufacture and sale of the commodity vested 
in them exclusively; they having paid ten thousand 
pounds for their paU!n~, and rendered themselves liable 
to a tax of eight pounds per ton upon the sale. The 
original pretext, it may be easily supposed, was a lie; 
the com1Ilodity being, in fact, so adulterated as to ruin 
the clothes of the people. In the same mauner, abilost 
every article of ordinary consumption, whether of ma­
nufacture or not, was exposed to a similar abuse. Upon 
every thing, no matter how insignificant, the fetters of 
monopoly were fixed. Salt, starch, coals, iron, wine, 
pens, cards and dice, beavers, felts, bone-lace, meat 
dressed in'taverns, tobacco, wine casks, brewing and dis­
tilling, lamprons, weighing of hay and straw in Landon 
and Westminster, gauging of red herrings; butter casks, 
kelp and sea-weed, linen cloth, rags, hops, buttons, 
hats, gutstring, spectacles, ~bs, tobacco-pipes, salt­
petre, gunpowder, down to the sole privilege of gather­
ing of rags, - were all subjected to monopoli~, and 
consequently heavily taxed! 

0'9""ed by Google 

t 



sa 

) 
I 
I 

I 
" ,1 

"OlIN PYII. 65 

Some few of theae ahocking enormitiel may be m __ 
tmed by extracts from the reverend Mr. Garrard'. Jet.. 
tel'8 1 to the lord deputy. .. Here i. much ado," he 
write! on one oce&Iion, .. about the soap buinesI; it iI 
very doubtful whether in the end it will stand or DQ. 

Far the present, it iI atrongly baeked, and I hear a 
proclamation IIhalI come forth to atop all moutha 
that speak againat it. CommiliionerB have been ap­
pointed: the lieutenant of the Tower, air Williant 
Beeher, air Abraham WilliIBlS, Spiller, joined to the 
lord mayor, and some aldermen. They have had two 
general washing day. at GuiJdhall; mOlt of them have 
given their verdict for the new soap to be the better; yet 
continual complaints rise up, that it burn. linnen, acalda 
the laundress'. fingers, W8IteI infinitely in keeping, 
being full of lime md tallow: which if true, it iI of 
t.liat use in thil kingdom that it will not last. The lord 
mayor of London, by the king's commandment, received 
a shrewd reprimand for biB pusillanimity in this 
hui.nesa, being afraid of a troop of 'Women that cl&. 
morously petitioned him against the new soap: my lord 
privy seal, biB brother.in-law, W81 to give it him at 
the board, and did very aharply." 2 "Here are two 
eommileions afloat," he writes on another occasion, 
"which are attended diligently, which will bring, as it 
iI conceived, a great sum-of money to hi. majesty. The 
fint, concerning the licenaing of those who shall have a 
Jeue {orUfe to sell tobacco in and about London, and 
BO in all the boroughs and vill&gel in England; fifteen 
pounda fine, and as much rent by the year •••. The other 
is for buildingl in and about London since a proclam­
ation in the thirteenth of king Jamel." In the casea 
of the latter, three years' rent, and " lOme little rent to 
tlle king" additional, was exacted by lhe commilaionere 
as a compollition, for anffering the buildings to stand . 
•• How far this will spread," Garrard ¢ds, "I know 
DOt; but it is confidently spoken that there are above 

YOL. xn. 

I See IJfe of Slrall\lrd, p. 290. 
t Stlalfosd Paper., YD1 L p.1Y11. 
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100,0001. rente upon this string about London. I apeak 
much within compaas. For Tuttle [Tothill], St. Giles'., 
St. Martin's Lane, Drury Lane, Covent Garden, Lin­
coln'l Inn Fields, Holbom, and beyond the Tower 
from Wapping to Blackwall, all come in and are liable 
to fining for annoyances, or being built contrary to pro­
clamation, though they have had licences granted to do 
so: my lord of Bedford's licence in this case, as it is 
.aid, will not avail him." 1 The first notice of coal as 
an article of export is made thus: -" My lords of 
Dorset and Holland have obtained a beneficial suit of 
the king, worth better than 1 0001. a year apiece to 
them, for sea coal exported." Then we are startle4 
by the following:-" We have very plaurihle things 
done of late. The book called the declaration of the 
king's for rectifying of taverns, ordinaries, bakers, os.:. 
teries, is newly come forth. I'll say no more of it; 
your agent here will send it your l~rdsbip. All back 
doors to taverns on the Thames are commanded to be 
abut up; only the Bear at the bridge-foot is exempted, 
by reason of the paasage to Greenwich. To encou~ 
gentlemen to live more willingly in the country, all 
game fowl, as pheasant, partridge., ducks, as also hares, 
are by proclamation forbidden to be dressed or eaten in 
any inns, and butchers are forbidden to be graziera." 2 

The first introduction of hackney coaches is next 
commemorated by Mr. Garrard :-" Ho9'e is one Captain 
Bailey; he hath been a sea captain, but now lives on 
the land about this city, where he tries experiments. 
He hath erected according to bis ability some four 

. hackney coaches, put his men in a livery, and appointed 
them to stand at the maypole in the Strand, giving 
them instructions at what rates to carry men into sevel'al 
parts of the town, where all day long they may be had. 
Other hackneymen seeing this way, they flocked. to the 
same place, and perform their journies at the same 
rate: so that sometimes there is twenty of them to-

I 8traIIbnI Papen, yo!. L po 206.. 
J Ibid. yo/. L po 176. 
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gether, which disperse up and down, so that they and 
others are to be had anywhere."-But now, within two 
short months of this date, during which time the plan, 
serving as a 'comfort and luxury to the great mass of 
the people J, had succeeded to an extraordinary extent, 
we find Garrard mentioning "a proclamation coming 
forth, about the reformation of hackney coaches, and 
ordering of other coaches about London; nineteen hun­
dred was the number of hackney coaches of London, 
!we lean jades, unworthy tD be seen in so brave a city, 
or to stand about a king's court." Nothing that con­
tributed, unincumbered by monopoly, to the comfort of 
the people, was permitted to continue! - Again Garrard 
writes: -" Here is a proclamation comtng forth to pro­
hibit all hackney coaches to pass up and down in London 
streets; out of town they may go at pleasure as hereto­
fore. Also the attorney-general ~ath sent to all taverna 
to proltibit them tD dress meat; somewhat was required 
of them-an halfpenny a quart for French wine, and 
• penny for sack and other richer wines, for the king; 
the gentlemen vintners grew sullen and would not give 
it, so they are well enough served." 2 No single thing 
escaped that had escaped monopoly: the monopolists 
only were allowed to thrive. Soon after the above we 
find Garrard mentioning". project for carrying people 
up and down in close chairs, for the sole doing whereof 
sir Sandfir Duncombe, a traTeller, now a pensioner, hath 
obtained a patent from the king, and hath forty or fifty 
making ready for use." The next enormity which Gar­
lard alludes to in his packets of news, is monstrous 
indeed. « Here is at this present," he says, "a com­
mission in execution against cottagers, who have not 
four acres of ground laid to their houses, upon a statute 
made the 31 Eliz., which vexeth the poor people 
mightily, all for the benefit of the lord Morton, and the 

I Rushworth has recorded that in the ftnt year of Charles there were 
not above twenty coaches to be had for hire in and about London. "The 
paye judges of the Jaw," he addt, UCOnttantlr rid on horseback, in all 
weather&, to Westminster. " Collection., yolli. p.317. 

• Stralford Papers, vol. i. p.5()7. 
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IIeCretIlry of Scotland, the lord Sterling: much crying 
out there is against it, espeeially beea1IBe mean, needy, 
aDd men of no good fame, priloners in the Flett, III 
ued as principal commiuiooers to eall the people before 
them, to fiDe and compound with them." 1 Subse­
quently he remarks: _C< The taverna 1aegin to victual 
llpin. lIOIDe have got leave. 'Tis said that the villmerl 
within the city will give 6OOOl. to the king to ciresi 
meat .. they did before; and the auburbl will yield 
lIINIIewhat".3 Such illuatratio.1, curious and valuable as 
&bey are, considering the 801lmt whenee they proceed, 
aad to whom they are addreued, might be largely in. 
dulged; but one more will 1el"Ve. " Here," writes 
Garrard, "here are abundance of new projects OD foot, 
upon sea-coal, salt, malt, marking of iron, cutting of 
rivers, setting up a Dew corporation in the suburbs of 
London, much opposed by the Londcmera, many othen. 
Where profit many come to the king, let them pass; 
but to ellric:h private men, 'they haye not my wiahea~ 
Discontinuance of parliaments brings up this kind of 
grain, which' commonly is blaated who they eome:' a 

And all theae fearful outrages were committed ,upon 
the people, while there was probably not a siDgle family 
in England, with the mnallest ahare of educatioD or 
illtelligecce, in whoae house a copy.f the famo .. 
PJI'l'ITJON' of RIGHT might not be fouad! BlI\ til 

consideration it was, beyond every other, that still IIUII­

tained with the strongest hope, during the twelve 1ft­
rible years' continuance of such outrages, such men as 
Pym and Hampden. It was this which, eveD while 
their friend Eliot SInk to his death under the murder-
081 V8Ilgeance of the court, and while others of their 
friends, .. Noy, Digges, Littleton, and Glan-ville, c~t 
OYer to the side of the public enemy, - it was this 
which l'ea88Ured them that least of all were they then 
to despair. The breath of God. was not to be mODOpo­

lised j neither 11'11 the petition of rights to be ~recalled. 
I StraII'ord Paper&, YOl L .. 117. 
• Ibid. 1'ol i, P. 26i. 
" ibid. 1'oL ii. P. 56. 
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- In enforcement of the ilJegal patent. and proclaiu .. 
tiOlls of the king, mOlt grievoUi commillionl, alIo, 
were granted; to one or two of which GUI"II'd'a c:or .. 
reIpOIldeace baa alluded. They were IUch, for illltaDoe, 
.. a commifllion touching cottages and inmatea­
another about lemcea - one for compounding with 
oftlmden for traneporting butter - another for com­
poanding with those who ued or imported logwoocl...,.; 
one to compound with IherifFl, and lUeb II had hem 
aIIeril's, for RIling under.sherifFs' plaeee - another for 
compounding for the deatruction of wood in iron worb 
- another for concealments, and encroachmenta within 
twenty miles of London - and the lilt might be 
.tretcbed indefinitely. 

Nor had ~ J'eIOW'(lfI of tyranny expended them.. 
EVes here. Under the candid pretext of curing 
defects in titles of land, a proclamation wa. i.ned, 
proposing to grant new titles upon the payment of a 
reaaonable composition; and all·who declined to avail . 
themselTes of tbis general offer from the court were 
&hreatened, in no meuured terms, with the loal of their 
property: nor, indeed, were web ca_ unfrequent. 
Hmy pretended flawl in titlel were dragged into the 
eourtI, where a parcel of obaequioul judge. lit ready 
to establish the objectiOlJll. Even the form of the 
judges' patents WII changed to fix their alavish de­
pmdence more mrely! The old clause, quamtliu 16 

• hie guMlrit WII changed into du1'tJn~ bene placito, and 
the benefit of the first elauae WII even denied to one 
Judge who had received his patent before the change, 
becauae be WII thought too, upright lor the designl in 
band. I 

Other meanl, too, were adopted to bring the civil 
government of Eagland into unilOn with thete enor. 

1 See Ma,'s History. p. 17. Hut. Mem. \Oot L p. 182. Whitelock's Memo­
~z • .. 16. For tlae ,..rI.,... authorltl .. In ItIP~ of the text, See Mr . 
.....,.ue (Hilt. of Brit. Emp. vol. II. p. ~5 -286),.110 Rush.orth, throu.h. 
oat Itis 8nt and third volume of Collection.; Old Pari. HI.l vol. Ix. p.M . 
......,. ; HilJ ... •• c..e; CJareadon', Life, P. $1. 73.; MaJ', HW«J I Allin., 
CIUlrleI the First i and Straftbrd's Letter •. 
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mitiet. The jurisdiction and powers 'of the Co1II'ti of 
star chamber and high commiBSion were enlarged toa 

'most extraordinary degree. New illegal oaths were 
enforced, and new courts, with vast' powers, erected 
without colour of JAw; and when commillions were 
issued for examining into the extent of fees that 
were complained of, the commiBSioners 'compounded 
with the delinquents, not only for their past offences; 
but their future extortions. Finally, the orders of the 
t:01lJlcil board were received as positit'e law. Claren­
don tells us that Finch, who, for his conduct in the 
late parliament, had been promoted to the office of lord 
keeper of the great seal, now boldly declared .. that 
while he was keeper, no man should be so saucy as to 
dispute orders ef the council board; but that the wis­
dom of that board should be always ground enough fot 
:him to make a decree in chancery." 

An extract from the same noble historian shall com-
o plete my sketch'of the civil government,of England at 

this period. "Supplemental acts of sta'te were made 
to supply defect of laws; and so tonnage and ponndsge. 
and other duties upon merchandises, were collected by 
order of the board, which had been positively refused 
to be settled by act of parliament, and new and greater 
impositions laid upon trade; obsolete laws were re .. 
nved and vigorously executed, wherein the subject might 
be taught how unthrifty a thing it was, by too Strict a 
detaining of what was his, to pllt the king as strictly 
to inquire what was his own. And by this ill hns­
bandry the king received a vast sum of money from all 
persons of quality, or indeed. of any reasonable con_ 
dition, throughont the kingdom, upon the law of knight­
hood. And no less unjust projects of all· kinds, - many 
ridiculous, many scandalous, all very grievous, - were 
set on foot; the envy and reproach of which came to 
the king, the profit to other men. To recompense the 
damage the crown sustained by the sale of the old landa, 
and by the grant of new pensions, the old laws of the 
forest were revived, by which not only great fines were 
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impOsed, hilt great 'annual rents intended, and Hke to be 
settled by way of contract; which burden lighted moat 
upon persons of quality and honour, who thought them. 
sel~es abo~e ordinary oppreBBiona, and were, therefore, 
like to remember it with more sharpness. For the 
better support of these extraordinary waya, and to pro­
tect the agents and instruments who must be employed 
in them, and to discountenance and suppress all bold 
inquirers and opposers, the council table and star cham. 
ber enlarged their jurisdictions to a ~aat extent, 
• holding (as Thucydides said of the Athenians) • for 
honourable that whicb ple&lled, and for just that which 
profited;' and being the same persons in ~eral rooms, 
grew both courts of law to determine rights, and courts 
of re~enue to bring money into the treasury; - the 
council table by proclamations enjoining to the people 
what was not enjoined by the law, and prohibiting that 
which was not prohibited; and the star chamber cen.uring 
the breach, and disobedience to those proclamations, by 
.,ery great fines and imprisonment: so that any disre. 
spect to acts of state, or to the persons of statesmen, 
was in no time more penal, and those foundations 
of right, by which men .,alued their security, to the 
apprehension and understanding of wise men, never 
more in danger to be destroyed." 1 The reader will 
scarcely conceive this picture capable of aggravation; but 
the noble historian afterwards proceeds, very drily, to 
tell how the people chiefly bome down by these terrible 
measures were protestants, while the papista were not 
only encou~d, but protected .. as the. chief promoten 
of the mischief. "They grew," he says, "not only 
secret contrivers, but public professed promoters of, and 
miDisten in, the most ~rievous projects; as that of 
_p, formed, framed, and executed by almost a cor· 
poration of that religion, which, under that licence and 
notioD, might be, and were suspected to be, qualified 
for other agitations." No wonder the Roman catholics 
were bated! It il!l to be added, that whate'Yel trifling 

1 Hilt. of Rebellion, vol. L p. 1l9-liII. 
J! 4 
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fragmeDta of law or protection might be supposed ... 
!emaia to the people still, were utterly swept away. 
£rom a long line of northern counties,' by the terrible . 
.wninistration ot the presideney of the north. 

Yet the king continued poor! Bis advocate bas hin~ 
a just.itlcation of him in the extract just -given, to the 
eftect that while the reproach of these monstrous extor­
tiDns came to him, the profit WeDt to otber meD; but 
this is much more in the nature of an aggravation. 
When Charles found that the case was 10, it serred hiql. 
only as a better excuse for breaking down the spirit. of 
the people by still heavier burthens. What Clarendon 
bas said is indeed quite true, that the tax upon the com­
munity was infioit.ely beyond what came into the excheo­
quer. For the monopoly of wine, for instance, the 
king received only 88.0001. per annum; but then. the 
nntners paid 40,. per tun to the patentees, which, upon 
405,000 tuns, raised the tax to 90,0001. The. vintners 
again, imposed id. per quart, which raised it to 8/. per 
tun, or 860,OOOL ; nearly twelve times as much as went 
into the exchequer. I And 80 with other imposit.ions. 
The difficulties of the court, therefore, in the· disastrous 
C8!eer they had entered on, were only becoming, day by 
day, more imminent; when the famous invention of 
Mr. Attoney-general 'Noy 2 came in' to give a longer 
. I See tbe 014 ParL Hilt. wl ix. P. 611. et Itt. 

• .. He wos • man," aay. Dr. Heylln, in bil IJfe of Laud, p. 801., .. ex. 
tremely well _ In BId records, with wbich cODaultll)g frequently In th~ 
course of bi'lludiel, be had excerpted and laid by man5oiU>d p_ 
dents for tbe kl ... ·.levyinll of IUch naval aid upon tbe IU • by bla own 
authority, whenaoever tbe pr-..at1on 8IId aaretJ of the ti dill re­
quire It of them; which notel and precedent .. taken os they came in bia 
way, in Imali piecea 01 paper (_ 01 them no bigger than ane .. band) 
be kept In tbe CollIn of a pye, wblch had been sent biDi by biI mother, uad 
kept there till the mouldln ... and oorruptibleneal bad perlahed many of hi. 
papen." '!'be 1i ..... larltJ of NOJ" manners RiYel cnkiur to this 1tolT. I 
eannot resist lubjolni ... 8IIother anecdote whlcb ........ a proof, in a certain 
IOrt" that Noy winced a little under bla new ,...itlan, afterL ".! bis trIeoda 
uoed to '88)', "bew .. bewitched to becomethekl ...... " wDencreated 
attom"1'1l"neral. a _pr, .. UlUal, wos lent til attend on blm; bUt" 
after endurina nil presence with ... ..,. aDfll')' _\lop, fbr a few da,.., 
Noy could not bear It anJ longer. He ordenid him to get bome, and bid8 
bimselr. .. Ier. the peop1e, whO have alwaYI seen me walk 6ee .1Kl alone. 
abould lUcy me utate priIoner." See Wood'. 4tA. 0 .... voL It p.1i82.. NOF 
died 100II a&.r his dlocoverlealn the matter of ablp money, and they were 
wanderlllll, Impl'OYed upon by Finch: oee Hallam', CoDlt. Hilt. .... ii. 
P. 16-21. For admirable cbaracten of Noy and Finch, see CIueI;don-. 
HiStory, voL L p. 1ie-JSL 
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1eueto tyranny, and make more fatal ita fiDal redemp­
Don • 

.. Lutly" (I again ayail myaelf of the Itmpage of 
Lord C1arendon), .. for a spring and magazine that 
ahould have 1M) bottom, and for an evullllting supply 
of III oecasiOllll, a writ w.. framed in a form of law, 
and directed to the merif' of every COUDty of England, 
• to provide a ship of war for the king's seniee, od 
to send it, amply fitted and prorided, by such a day 
to IUch a plMej' and with dial writ were sent to each 
lIherifF iDltl'U.ctioDl~ that, 'inBtead of a ship, be should 
levy upon his COUDty such a lum of money, and re­
turn the llUDe to the treuu1'el' of the Davy for his 
majesty's use, widl direetion in what manner he ahould 
proceed agaiDst neb as refaed:' and from hence that 
tax. had the denomination of SHIP MOXBY j a wonl qf 
IaBAng If1IlU In IAe I'IUlI'IIOrY of tAu ldngdum; by which 
for aome years reilly accrued the yearly lum of 2oo,OOOl. 
to the king'. coftfta; aDd it was in truth the only project 
that was accouDted to hi. own aerviee." 

A lively illustratioD of the maDner in which this tax 
was worked, will be supplied by one or two extracta 
from Gal'l'Ud's letters to the lord deputy of Ireland. 
In one letter 1 he writes: - .. In my lQt I advertised 
your lordllhip, that the mayor of London received lIOIDe 
reprimand for being 80 slow in giviDg anner to the 
writ sent into the city about th~ shippiDg buBineBl; 
afterward the city council were called befure the lorda, 
and received abme gentle check, or rather were ad­
moniahed, to take heed how they advised the city in 
a C!UMl 80 clear for the king, whereiD his majesty had 
first advised with his learned counsel, and with his 
council of state. 1& wrought this efFeet, that they III 
yielded, and. instantly fell to seizing in all the wards 
of London. It fIIiIl c..t IAe city at leaBt 85,0001. 
They hoiat up the merchant atranget'll, sir William 
Curtyre 8601., sir Tbomaa Cuttcale 80OL: great ,.".. 
,. pay at one tu, and we lmouI not iotD often it ".", 

I S&nftbrd Pa,.e, yoL L P. S58. 
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comB. It reaches UI in the Strand, being within the 
liberties of Westminster, which fumisheth out one 
ship. My lord of Bedford, 60/.; my lord of Salisbury, 
25L; my lord of Clare, 4OL; the lord keeper, and lord 
treasurer, 201. apiece: 'flay kJdgerl,/or I am Bet at 40,. 
Giving subsidies in parliament, I was well content to 
pay to, which now hath brought me into this tax; but 
I tell my lord Cottington, that I had rather git16 and pay 
ten 8UbBidie8 in parliammt, than 10.. tAil _-old_y 
of deo.d Noge'l. Letters are also gone down to the bigh 
sberifli of the maritime counties to quicken them. HaTe 
you heard the answer given by a great lord that bath 
been a judge? "Tis true this writ hath not been used 
when tonnage and poundage was gT&Dted, now 'tis not, 
but taken by. prerogative. ergo, this writ is now in full 
force.''' On a subsequent occasion be writes:­
" The sherif' of Sussex sent up to the lords to receive 
their further directions what be was to do, giving 
them information that seven or eight poor towns in that 
county stood out, and would not pay towards the ship­
ping. But as BOOn as they beard that the sheriff, by. 
new command, began to distrain, they came roundly inj 

and paid their money." 1 The lord deputy speedily 
corrected his correspondent's complaints about the tax; 
baving fumiabe4 the court witb his opinion that it was 
"the grea~t service the legal profession had done the 
crown in his time," while he added: - " but unlen bis 
majesty bat~ the like power declared to raise a land 
amIy upon the nme exigent of state. the crown seems 
to me to stand but upon one leg at home. to be con­
siderable but by balves to foreign princes abroad: yet 
sure tbis. methinks. convinces a power for the sovereign 
to raise payments .for land forces, and consequently 
submits .to his wisdom and ordinance the transporting of 
the money or men' into foreign states. 10 tQ carry. by 
way of prevention •. the fire from ourselves into the 
-dwellings of our enemies <an art which Edward III. 
'and Henry V. well understood); and if by degrees 

1 StraIIbrd Papers, voL i. po 312. 
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Scotland and Ireland be drawn to contribute their pro­
portion. to these levies for the public, omne tulit punc­
tum. Well fortified," Wentworth continued, .. thi. 
piece for ever vindicate. the royalty at home from under 
the condition. and restraints of subjects, and renden 
us also, abroad, even to the greatest kings, the mOlt 
considenble monarchy in Christendom." I Stimulated 
thUll, the court partially extended their views that way, 
and, adnncing gradually from the maritime district., 
levied the hated tax upon almOit every man in England. 
« For home news," Garrard writes in one of hi. subee­
quent letten 2, "the shipping business goes on currently 
all over England, 'so 'tis apprehended at coulL Some 
petitions have been offered to the king from poor town., 
which he hath referred to his council." Again: -
« The Londoners have not been so forward in collecting 
the ship money, since they have been taught to sing 
Hey-dottm,.de1'rg, and many of then;t will not pay till 
after imprisonment, that it may stand upoa record the,. 
were forced to it. The 18seaements have been wonder. 
ful unequal and unproportionable, which is very ill 
taken, it being conCeived they did it on purpose 
to raise clamour through the city." And again, be 
writes : - " Your lordship is very right, that there is 
DO reason all publick works should be put upon the 
crown. And yet you see how unwilling the people 
are to contribute to any, be it never 80 honourable or 
necessary for themselves. Witness the ship money, 
which at this very present ending of the term is under 
argument in the exchequer chamber before all the 
judges, brought thither upon a case of Mr. Hambden's, 
as I think; but I am sure, either upon a case of his or 
the lord Say·s. So have you the greatest news of the 
time." . 

Great news this was indeed! Many men bad resisted 
ship money; many poor men had been flung into prison 
for refusing to pay it, and lay there languishing and 

I Stratlbrd Papel'll, vol it p. 61,62. 
• Ibid. vol. i. p. 468. 
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uaJmown; many rich men had vainly: stirred them.elveil 
against it; but at last, in the perIOn of HampdeD, 
die popular party preplred to make their final and 
Ie80lved resiltance, and in his great name all the renown 
er that resistance baa been abeorbed. 1 

Pym and St. John were Hampden's dOle counaellora 
in the iBtRval before the public trial, and six montM 
were pISSed in preparltions on both sides. At last, after 
I display of extraordinary leaming and power on the 
part of St. John, till then almost unJmownm the courts, 
and a scarcely less remarkable exhibition of venal pros­
titution of research on tbe pitt of the crown lawyers, 
jndgment wu pronounced in favour of ship money, 
and against the illustrious defendant, by nine out of the 
twelve judges. Of the three dissentients - Hutton 2, 

· I It ·m., be oboerved, at the aame time, that doubtl_ tbe COIIrt p&rtJ 
were to be OODlU\ted .. to the cIloice oL a penon In .. bOle cue the right til 
~tance .... to be decided-lince, up to tbi. period, .. ben refllsers oL 
ohip money bad sone beIIIIe the courts, the judll"l on circuit bad overruled, 
or declined to entertain, any plea fOUDded on tbe assumed illegality of tbe 
impooition; and thus the question of rigbt bad remainecf undecided.. 
Unable, bowever;to ft!Iilt auy longer the demand for a aettlement or tbe 
question..!. \t i. prboable that the king'. party tbougbt .that, in ita progrese. 
the .. allllOiIlty and :r" of Ham~en .. an opponent, would .ene 
~~ best It is ce .that klId y and Sele .... distiDctly .... fIlaed • 

· • Hutton .... a ftIencl of lord Wentworth' .. and· addreued a long awl 
curioualatter to bim, exculpatory of the bonest coune be punued on tbis 
SDeotion. I aubJoin a cbaracteri.tic extract from the lord deputy'" reply:-
• Considering it II agreed by commoD ""Dlent, that in time of publici< daD­
ger and neceulty IOU"'. levy may be made, and tbat tbe king i. therein 
IDle judge b_ or In .. bat manner or p~n it II to be gathered, 1 
conceive it w .. out or bumour 0PII08ed by Halllbden, beyond the modesty 
o( • oubject, and that __ ."hereiD we ougbt to baye eo Jrr8C\.OUI a 
lCIYereign ; it being ever to be unclentood, the prospects ot kinS" Into mJl­
teriee of ltate are 80 far exceeding !bOle of ordinary common penon., ea 
they be able, to dIscem and prevent dau(llln to the pUblici< afa~ off, wbleb 
alben oball not 10 mucb .. dream or tiD they feel the unavoidable otripea 
and .mart or them upon their Dated .houldera: halides, the mioclilef 
.. bicb th_tena otates and people are Dot alwayo thOle .. bicb become the 
object of every vulgar eye; but then commonl, of_ daugeo-, when Ieeat 
dilcovered; nay, ve.,. otten, if u ............. y, over early pubU.bed, albell; 
privately known to tlie king long before, mif."'t ratber InDame than remedy 
the evil: therefore It is • oafe rule lb. u~ al , In the fear or God" to remit 
tbeae lupreme .. atches to that rega\ po .. er, wbOle peculiar indeed It II; 
IIlbmlt ounelvea iD theae bigb coDlideration. to bl. ordinance, .. being no 
other than the ordinance 01 6<Jd iUelf· &lid rUber attend upon bl. wlII. 
.. ith confidence In hi., justice, ben;; In bl. wisdom, ... urance in bis 
pareatal a81!cti0Dl to hll lUblecta &lid kllJSdoml, than feed ounely .. with 
the CUriOUI question., with the VaiD 8atteries of imaginary Uberty, which, 
hid .. e even our lilly .. lIbea and conceIto, .. eft we to I\'ame a new com­
mon .. ealtb even to our own fancy, might yet In coDciulion leaye ounelv .. 

·1_ free, leu bappy, than DOW, th&nb be to God and bislU!ll!llt.y, we are" 
nay OUlht jUidy 10 De, repUI8G hy every m.ooI.sate-Blln4ed CIlrlatIan." 
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Croke, and Denham - Croke woukl _ hue giYeD 
judgment for the crown, had not hi. wife, a lady at 
eminent piety &DCl a truly heroic spirit, IWItained his 
aillking yirtue. "She told him," say. WhiteIoclt 1, 
n she hoped he WGUld do nothing against his conacienCle, 
for fear of any da..- or prejudice to her 01' hi, family; 
and that she would be contented to auter W&Ilt, or any 
miaery with him, rather than be the oeeuioo for him 
&& do or .. y anything agailII& his judgment or con­
lCienee.l • 

Lord Clarendon ebaervea that this deciaion "prcrnd 
of more advantage and credit to the gentlemm con­
demnecl, than to the king's aenice. Men before," he 
adds, "pIeued tlaemselvea with doing somewhat for the 
king's service, CJI1 a te8timtm!l qf tAsir tsjfeetitn&, __ 
tMy _6 _ bound to do 2 ; many really believing the 
DeceBSiity, and therefore thinking the burden reuonshle. 
But when they heard this demanded in a court of law. 
.. a right, and found it, by awom j~ of the law, 
adjudged 50, lipan mch grounds and. reaIODI &I every 
stander-by W&I able to .wear WIll not law, and so had lost 
&he pIeuu,.. aM dMiglat of being kind and dttiful to the 
king; and iD8tead of giYing were required to pay, and 
by a logic dsat left no man anything which he might 
ea1l hi. own; when they saw in a CCIUl't of law (that 
Jaw that gave them title to, and poll8ellllion of, all that 
.y had) n!BSODS of Mate urged 88 elements of law, 
judges &I sharp.sighted &I secretaries of state, and in 
&he mysteriea of state, judgment of law grounded upon 
matter of fact, of which there 11'&1 neither inquiry or 
proof; and no reasOllS' given tor the tax in question. 
bat what included the estates of all the 8taoders-by ; 
- they no more looked upon it as the caae of one man, 
but the case of the kingdom, nor as an imposition laid 
upon them by the king, but by the judges; which they 

1 Jlemorlalo, p. 25. 
S Bra tMti.,.,.." before tJu~ decilioo, 6-.1 to obey .e tax, and thlt by 

marper conditiODl than attended an,. Other Ie.,.. These and otb .... expreloo 
.... of lord Clarendon in the extract are artful mlarepreaentatl':.':!II:;ur 
_ tbJousb ~ - the extracl ia. verr valuable evideD!:e ootwitbat 
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thought themselves bound in conscience to the public 
justice not to submit to." In other words, the event 
justified the policy of the leaders of the people, and 
they now quietly resumed their former position, hopeful 
and determined. Laud soon wrote to Wentworth that 
the .. faction are grown very bold, and the king'. monies 
come in a great deal more slowly than they did in former 
years, and that to a very considerable sum;" 1 and 
Whitelocke closes bis description of the proceedings with 
these words: - " Hampden and many others of quality 
and interest in their counties were unsatisfied with the 
judgment, and continued, with the utmost of their 
power, in opposition to it, yet could not at that time 
give any other stop or hinderance; but it remained' alt4 
mente rep88tum." 

Leaving it thus, for a time, in the minds of Pym. 
and Hampden, it is now necessary, - in completion of 
such a sketch of the present government Qf England as 
will be thougbt essential to a right judgment of the 
exertions of Pym's latter life, - that I should sligbtly 
revert to Laud's administration of religious afflairs. It 
was frightfully consistent with the view that bas been 
furnished of the condition of civil matters. The bar­
barous punishment of Leighton 2, the Scotch divine; the 
cruel persecution of Balmerin08, at Edinburgh; the 
shocking severities that were practised upOn Prynne, Bur. 
ton, and Bastwick"; need only be alluded to, to recal the 

1 Straftbrd Papers, voL iI. p. 170 • 
• See Rushwoitb, vol. iL p. 55., Wblteloct, P. 15. Neal, ,,01. L P. M7. and 

Bee Laud'. Diary tor NoyembtT 16, 1630. 
• See Carte, vol iv. p. 222. State Triala. vol. iii. &C. 
• See I.aud'. Diary I Neal', Hiotory of the Puritana; Rushworth, ,,01. lL 

p.l!5K1 et 1/eII. HeyUn'. Ufe of Laud, 249, &c. Garrard writes to Ion! 
Wentworth: .. Some few <lay. after the end of the term in the palace-yanl 
two pillori .. were erected, and there the .. ntence of atar-chamber againat 
Burton, But"ick, and Prynne waa executed: they otood two hours in the 
pillory; Burton by himaelf, being degraded In the high cnmmiJaion court 
three day. before i the place waa CUll of JlOOIlle, who cried and howled ter­
ribly, especially wnen Burton waa crop!. Dr.Baatwlck wa. very merry l hll 
wile, Dr. Poe', daughter, got a atnnl, 8IId kiaaedhim' hi. ear. being cut oIF. 
ahe .. lied for them, and put them in a clean ha;;Jkerchief, and "&rri;d 
them away witb her. Baatwick told the people, the lords had collar-daya 
at court, but this ... hi. coUar.daJ, rejoycfn, much in iL Since. warrantll 
are &ent from the lord. to the aheritr.s of the o.,.eral counties where they 
are to be impriaoned, to ...... 1 .. them and Bee them placed. Alao Dr. Lay­
ton, .tomo r;ltudemjaritule, ceDIUIed _en yean llnee, and DOW priDler ill 
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borror and disgust with which their mfteringB have 
pused into history. The very name of toleration was 
banished from Eng1and.A refusal to attend divine 
worship in the parish church was, in all persons, without 
exception, punished in the first instance by fine, and on 
a repetition of such refusal by transportation. PopiBh 
recusants, indeed, were allowed to compound for these 
,penalties by a heavy annual payment; and the celebration 
of mus, though illegal, was connived at; but no similar 
indulgence was extended to the religious services of 
pro~t diBBenten. The diBBenting ministers, in point 
of fact, did not yet form a distinct class; they were, 
with very rare exceptions, ordained and beneficed clergy 
of the English church; and being thus lawfully subject 
to the authority of their diocesan, the means of detecting 
and punishing their deviations from conformity were 
easy and obvious. Accordingly from Laud they found 
no quarter. At the thought of every episcopal visit­
ation the clergy groa.ned and trembled. Lecturers were 
peremptorily silenced; domestic chaplains in the houses 

o of private gentlemen punished, and their patrons ordered 
to attend their parish churches; while the parochial 
clergy, where nOD-conformable, were fined, BUBpended, in 
BOrne cases deprived, and ultimately, in very many 
instanoes, driven out of England with the more zealous 
of their followen. - Happy to escape without BOrne 
mutilation of their persons! For scarcely a sitting of 

&be Fleet, Is remcwed to oome remote prilon of the kIDgilom." From that 
priaon Leiabton was not reI~ased till ten yeal'l after, when he had lost 
aiJht, heailng, and the ..... of his limbo I Another or the lord derutY'1 co.­
ftIpOndenta had before desCrIbed the mutilation or Prynne: -' No mercy a_ed to Prynne; he Itood In the pillory, aDd loot hi. tint ear in a pillory 
in the palAce at Weatminlter in full term, his other In Cheapside; where, 
... hile he atood, hiB volumes were humt under his nooe, which had a1molt 
aWIbeated him." Lastly, Laud himself .rote thul to Wentworth: -" I 
have done expecting of Thorow on thil lide and thererore shall betake 
myself to that which you uy, and I believe, is the Dext belt; and yet I 
... ould not live over neither. But what can you think of Thorow where 
thele lhall be such lIips iD bUlln_ of consequence P What I.y you to 
it, tIIat PryDne and bil 'eJlo .. llhould be IUftl!red to talk what they pleased, 
...... iI. they stood In the pillory, and win acclamallool from the people and 
have not .. taken or what they spake, aDd those Dot .. spread In W;.\tteD 
eopiea about the city, and tbat .. hen they went out of town to their 8ever.1 
ImprilDDment .. tbere were thouoand. 8U IIl!red to be upon the way to take 
&heir leaye, and God knowa wbat _1 .. 
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the star chamber pasaed without its netim, and its eon. 
sequent exhibition, in the public streets, of some KeIIe 
of bloody human agony. 00 one oecasion, while Lil. 
burne and Wharton, after having suffered a severe 
whipping, were standing exposed in the pillory, news 
was carned to the star chamber, that WAarton, un. 
silenced by his suffering or his shame, WII scattering 
pamphlets about and haranguing the mob; and ~ 
court, happening to be sitting at the moment, made an 
order that he should be gagged, and the order was 
executed instantly! Prynne, having had his oW ean 
stitched to his head, .. relapsed," as Garrard expTl!8lleS 
it, "into new errors j" and again softered a mutilatioa 
of the fragments! Meanwhile the laDguage of Went. 
worth and Laud held out no hope of ehuge. "Go it 
as it shall please God with me, H wrote Wentwortb, "be­
lieve me, my lord, I will be &till tluwougla and thof'ov.~ 
out, one and the same. I The cure of this grievous 
and over-spreading leprosy is, in my weak judgment, to 
be effected rather by corrosives than lenitives; less than 
'I'Aorfw.gla will not overcome it: there is a· cancerous 
malignity in it, which must be cut forth ," 

What wonder if, in the midst of all thia frightful 
depotism over the property and consciences of men, luge 
nmnhers of the English people now sent their thoughm 
across the wide atlantic toward. the new world that had 
risen beyond its waten ! Such were the gloomy appre. 
hensions and terrors with which ~e old world was filled, 
that only two alternatives indeed now seemed. to many 
persons to remain; that, as May expresses it 2, c< Things 
carried so far on in a wrong way, must needs either 
enslave themselves and posterity for ever, or require a 
vindication so sharp and smarting, as that the. nation 
would groan under it." Too weak to contemplate the 
last alternative, and too virtuous to submit to the first, 
crowds of victims:l to the tyranny of ~hurch and state, 

I StraIFord Papers, yolo I. p. 298. • 
, History of the Long Parliament, p. 17. 
• .. The p1antatiODI of Ormond and Clare," writes Laud to Wentwanh 

at thia time, .. are a lIW'\'elloUi great work for the honour and pmflt of the 
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now 'accordingly left their homes and their country, will­
ing to encounter any sufferings, privations, and dangers, 
in the distant wil~ses they sought, because of the 
one sole hope they had, that there, at least, would be 
found some, ~t &Ild refuge for liberty, for religion, for 
humanity ! 

So extensive, however, did the emigration threaten to 
heeome, that Laud thought it necessary to interfere at 
last, and - with a refinement of tyranny of which, it 
has been truly said, the annals of persecution afford 
few equally strong examples - to seek to deprive the 
conscientious sllfferers of that last and most melancholy 
of all resources, a rude, and distant, and perpetual exile. 
On the 1st of May, 1688, eight ships bound for new 
England, and filled with puritan families, were arrested 
in the Thames by an order in council. It has been a 
very popular «l1lmour of history," that among the 
passengers in one of those vessels, were Pym, Hampden, 
Cromwell, and Hazelrig. 

Were this anecdote authentic, the hand of fate had 
heen visible' upon, Charles indeed! But there is no good 
authority I for it, and it is deficient in all the moral 
evidences of truth. The mind cannot bring itself to 
imagine the spirits of such men as these, yielding so 
easily to the despair of country; and at this moment 
Hampden was the «argument of all tongues" for his 
resistance to ship money, while to Pym the vision of the 
fatal meeting to which he had summoned Wenflworth, 
now became daily more and more distinct. Nor are we 
wanting of absolute circumstance of proof, obvious 
enough to me, of the utter incorrectness of the state-

kin. and ..... ety of that kinRdem, and you have done very nobly to follow 
that bUliDe811 10 close; but 1 am lOrry to read' in your letters, that you 
want men extremely to fill that work; and thil i. the more considerable a 
great deal, that you sbould want men In Ireland,and tbat, the while, there 
ahouid be here luch an univenal rumling to New England, and God 
kno .... wbitner I but this it iI, ....... men tlrink not/WIg i. their atl.antag~, 
btrt to "'" from JrOIH'Tllment. AI for your being lett alone In the envio,," 
aad thorny part of the work, that i. no new. at le .. t to me, who am forced 
to the like tiere, lcarce a man appearing where the w«y i. rough Indeed." 

1 The only known autborities are Dr. George Bat.., and,Dugdale, both 
_ ...... royalilta I and, on thia point, quite beneath consideration. 

VOL. m. G 
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mente In the same part of Rushworth's Collections, 
where the original order is to be found, a subsequent 
proclamation may be seen also, wherein, after stating the 
seizure of the ships, the following passage occurs:­
"Howbeit, upon the humble petition of the merchants, 
pall8fmgera, and owuers of the ships now bound for New 
England, and upon the reasons by them represented to 
the board, hi. majesty was graciously pleased to free 
them from their latt! restraint, to proceed in theiT in_ 
tended voyage:' 1 So that, in fact, there is no reason 
for supposing, that all who had embarked for New Eng­
land on board the eight ships alluded to, did not proceed 
to New England. No doubt they did so. 

The anecdote in question, however, is not without 
ground, of a certain kind. Some years before its date, 
the attention of the leading men among the patriots had 
been strongly directed to the subject of the colonisation 
of part of the North American continent, with a view 
to its affording a refuge of safety and comfort to such 
of their party or their families, as the sad troubles which 
impended over England might force from their homes. 
The subject had occupied even Eliot's thoughts in his 
prison, as a passage from' one of Hampden's letters to 
him may serve to show. «The paper of considerations 

• concerning the plantation might be very saf~ly conveyed 
to me by this hand, and after transcribing, should be as 
safely returned, if you vouchsafe to send it to me." 2 
The result of all this consideration of the subject, was 
the purchase of a large grant of land in the name of 
lord Brook, and lord Say and Sele; and in 1635, ac_ 
cording to Horace Walpole, these two lords" sent over 
Mr. George Fenwick to prepare a retreat for them and 
their friends; in consequence of which a little town was 
built, and called by their joint names Saybrooke." 3 Now 
in this scheme there can be little doubt that Hampden 
was concerned, and I have. found certain evidence,' in 

I See Rushworth, vol. ii. p.409., 8Ild see Aikin's Charlee, voL i. p.473. 
, Eliot MS8. in Lord Eliot'. poese88ion. 
~ ~::aIPOIe'. Calalogue of Royal 8Ild Nollie Ambon, voL.H. Po 352.! 
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Garrard's letters to lord StrafFord, that Pym was a party 
to it. "Our East India Company," writes that indefa­
tigable newsmonger, "have this week two ships come 
home, which a little revives them. The traders also into 
the Isle of Providence, who are the earl of Warwick, 
the lord Say, the lord Mandevile, the lord Brook, Sir 
Benjamin Rudyard, Mr. Pym, and others, have taken 
s prize, lent home worth 15,0001. by virtue of letters 
of mart granted to the planters there by bis majesty for 
some injuries done them by the Spaniard." 1 The date 
of this letter is December, 1687; and from that date, 
as the prosPects of the court darkened, the hopes of 
Pym and Hampden must have grown with the passage 
of every day. 

Time and fate soon pressed in hard, indeed, upon the 
government of Charles. Driven to the close of every 
expedient, his last hope centered in the lord deputy or 
Ireland, and Wentworth's capacity and vigour had now 
twice restored the court finances, and paid the king's 
debts. Ruin again impended, when Laud, as if to dash at 
once into the gulf, made a desperate attempt to impose 
the yoke of the common prayer book upon the Scotch 
people. A fool might have seen the result, and indeed 
one fool did see it, and was whipped for his folly. I 
do Dot know that it has been remarked before, but the 
disgrace of the famous Archy, the jester of Charles I., 
took place at this time. " Archy is fallen into a great 
misfortune," writes a letter of the time. «A fool he 
would be, but a foul-mouthed knave he hath proved 
himself; being in a tavern in W eatminster, drunk, he 
aith himself, he was speaking of the Scottish business, 
Ie fell II railing on my ltwtl of Canterbury, Baid Ae tDaB 

II monk, II rogue, and a traitor. Of this his grace com­
plained at council, the king being present; it was 
ordered he should be carried to the porter's lodge, his 
coat 'pulled over his ears, and kicked out of the court, 
never to enter within tile gates, and to be called into the 
Itar-chamber. The first part is done, but my lord of 

1 StraIlbrd Papen, yoL IL p. 14Q. 
G 2 
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Canterbury hath interceded to the king, that there it 
should end. There is a new fool in his place, Muclde 
John, but he will never be so rich, for he cannot abide 
money." This last must have seemed a fool indeed ! 

The affairs of Scotland belong to general history, 
and require only a brief mention here. Suffice it, then, 
to say, "that after several monthl" alternation of perse­
cution and negotiations, the Scottish people remained 
firm. Most truly has it been said of the conduct of 
the covenanters, that the display they now made of fear­
less purpose, and even of fearless reason; of unwearied, 
unwinking energy and 88gacity; of ardour without 
violence, and enthusiasm without extravagance; has 
done imperishable honour to the Scottish character. 
Why should it be denied that Pym, Hampden, and 
others of the English opposition, placed themselves im­
mediately in communii:ation with those men? Jt 
stands upon the authority of Whitelock, and may not 
be denied. With the dawning of the fierce opposition 
in Scotland to the frightful tyranny of conscience at­
tempted by Laud, sprang up the consummation of the 
hopes entertained during twelve long years of oppres­
sion, by Pym and Hampden, that a day for the liberties 
of England would still come. Let the friends of 
Charles I. make what use of the admission they please, 
it is quite certain that at the London meetings of the 
Scotch commissioners from the. covenant, headed by 
lords Loudon and Dumferling, not only Pym am\ 
Hampden took an active part, but also lords Essex, 
Holland, Bedford, and Say. 

Meanwhile lord W E\lltwortll stood by the side of 
Charles in England, and a war was resolved upon 
against the Scottish people. The lord deputy's un~ 
paralleled exertions at tb.is period have been already 
described I, but the silent efforts of Pym and Hampden 
flung them powerless back, and all the attempts at 
loam! and ship-money levies now fell flat to the ground. 
The strong spirit of hope was in truth .. again gone 

. 1 See ~ of Straftbrd, p. 866. 
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forth among all classes of men, and that word which 
had been proscribed by Charles twelve years before, 
was again heard, as a familiar word, in England. 

A parliament, it was resolved, should be instantly 
summoned. Wentworth was created lord Strafford; 
returned to Ireland as lord-lieutenant; called a parlia­
ment ' there; procured a large ,",m of money from 
them, with a further offer of" their persons and es­
tates" if required; and in the beginning of April 
returned to England. The example of the Irish par_ 
liament would, it. was vainly hoped, influence the 
parliament of En.gland. Meanwhile, the elections for 
members had been concluded without a single demon. 
stration of tumult in any part of the country; and on 
the 3d of April, 1640, the king open~d the houses in 
person, and in the midst of a larger number of mem. 
bers of the commons thsn had ever been known to 
assemble on the 'first day of the session. His speech 
was equally short and ungracious. "My lords and 
gentlemen," he said, "there never was a king that had 
a more great and weighty cause to 'call his people 
together than myself: I will not trouble you with the 
particulars. I have informed my lord keeper, and 
command him to speak, and desire your attention." 1 
The lord keeper's speech was in the absurdest strain of 
high prerogative •. He observed that" his majesty's 
kingly resolutions were seated in the ark of his sacred 
breast, and it were a presumption of too high a nature 
for any Uzzah uncalled to touch it; yet," he continued, 
" the king is now pleased to lay by the shining beams 
of majesty, as Ph rebus did to Phaeton, that the distance 
between sovereignty and subjection should not bar "you 
from that filial freedom of access to his person and 
councils; only let us beware how, like the son of 
Clymene, we aim not at the guiding of the chariot." 
He proceeded. subsequently to say, "that his majesty 
did not expect advice from them, much less that they 

I RUlbwortb."voL iii. (part aeeond),'p. tll+' Rusbworlb w .. appointed. 
tbia IMIIIiOD, clerk.Ulialant 10 Ibe bOUle &C COIIUIlOJII. 
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should interpose in any office of mediation, which 
'Would not be grateful to him; but that they should, 
as soon as might be, give his m~esty a supply., and that 
he would give them time enough afterwards to repre. 
sent any grievances to him." I 

"The house," proceeds lord Clarendon, who, on 
this occasion, made his first entrance into the house of 
commons, as Edward Hyd!l, member for the borough 
of Wootton. Basset, "met always at eight of the clock, 
and rose at twelve j 'which were the old parliament 
hours; that the cOmmittees, upon whom the greatest 
burden of business lay, might have the afternoons for 
their preparation and despatch. It was not the custom 
to enter upon any important business during the first 
fortnight, both because many members used to be 
absent 80 long, and that time was usually thought ne­
cessary for the appointment and nomination of com­
mittees, and for other ceremonies and preparations that 
were usual: but there was no regard now to that cus­
tom; and the appearance of the members was very 
great, there having been a large time between the issuing 
out of the writa and the meeting of the parliament, 
80 that all elections were made and returned, and every­
body was willing to fall to the work." 2 

A leader only was wanting j and in this great 
position, by the common consent of all, Pym now 
placed himself. As he looked round the seats, crowded 
as they were with members, what gaps must have ap­
peared in them to him! The line of his early friends 
and associates was broken indeed. "The long inter­
mission of parliament," observes Clarendon, " had 
worn out most of those who had been acquainted witb 
the rules and orders' observed in those conventions." 
Sir Edward Coke and sir Robert Philips 3 were dead 
DOW, and sir John Eliot had perished in his prison. 

I I See Clarendon, vol. I. p. 233. 
, Clarendon',. HI.tory, voL i. p. 238-284. 
• .. Sir RobP.rt Philip .... wrote Garrard to the lord deputy on the 10th of 

May. 1638, .. Sir Robert I'hilips. your old acquaintance. baa died of a cold. 
choked with phlegm." litrallbrd Papen, vol. it. P. 1M. - ' 
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But it was a great and redeeming consolation to Pym 
that Hampden still sat by his side, and that up to the 
close of their illustrious career the most intimate' 
private friendship henceforth united them even more 
closely, if th1at were possible, than the great public 
objects they pursued in common. Hitherto Hampden 
had been "rather of reputation in his own country. 
than of public discourse or fame in the kingdom;" 
but the business of ship-money had made him the ar­
gument of all tongues; and to the toils and perils of 
public life he now, by Pym's side, entirely devoted 
himself. He brought up all his famlly to London from 
their seat in Buckinghamsbire, which only at a few 
-chance intervais he ever saw again; and it is an addt_ 
tional proof of the close intimacy I speak of, that 
henceforward they lived in lodgings near Pym's house I, 
which was then in Gray's Inn Lane, until the com­
mencement of the following parliament, when Pym 
having changed his residence to Westminster, Hampden 
removed there also. 2 Before the meeting of the pre­
sent parliament, I should also mention, they had ridden 
together through several of the English counties, 
less with the view, as Anthony a Wood states, of 
«promoting elections of the puritanical brethren," 
than of urging tbe people to meet and send petitions to 
the house of comm9ns as soon as possible after it had 
assembled. Petitioning parliament was first organised 
thus, as a system, by Pym and Hampden. The result 
was sensibly felt the day after the delivery of the king's 
speech, when several county members rose and pre. 
sented petitions from their respective counties 3, com­
plaining 'of ship-money projects and monopolies, the 
;,tar-chamber and high commission courts, and other 
heavy grievances, Deneet-though the king had, at the 
close of tbe lord keeper's speech the day before, dis­
tinctly asked of the house that they should proceed at 

J See Lord Nugent'. lIfemorlala of Hampden, vol i. p. !96. 
• See Clarendon' •. Life. 
• Ruaq w..m, vol liL p. 1131. 
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once to the consideration of the Scotch bllsiness with a 
view to supplies, and for this purpose had specially or­
dered the lord keeper's speech and his own to be entered 
on the journals, - even the royalist members of the 
house could not but recognise, after the }ft"esentation of 
such a series of petitions from the people they repre­
sented, a certain sort of .. divided duty." This was 
exactly the occasion Pym had sought, and he availed 
himself of it. " 

"Whilst men gazed upon each other," says lord 
Clarendon, "looking who should begin, (much the 
greater part having never before sat in parliament), 
Mr. Pym, ~ man of good reputation I, but much better 
known afterwards, who had been as long in th\lse 
assemblies as any man then living, brake the ice; and in 
'a set discourse of "above two hours, after mention of 
the king with profound reverence, and commendation 
of his wisdom and justice, he observed, "that by the 
long intermission of parliaments many unwarrantable 
things had been praetised, notwithstanding the great 
virtue of his majesty;" and then enumerated all the 
projects which had been set on foot; all the illegal 
proclamations whieh hsd been published, and. the pro­
ceedings which had been upon those proclamations; 
the judgment upon ship-money; and many grievances 
which related to the ecclesiasticaljurisdietion ; summing 
up shortly and sharply, all that most reflected upon the 
prudence and justice of the government; and con­
eluding" that he had only laid that scheme before them 
that they might 888 1ww much tIJOf"k they had. to do 
to 8atiBfy their country, the method and manner" of 
the doing whereof he left to their :wisdoms." To 
this may be added the characteristic description given 
by May, the "historian of the Long Parliament. .. Mas­
ter Pym; a grave and religious gentleman, in a long 
speech of almost two "hours, recited a catalogue "of 

I Whitelock thUi describes him: _" Maoter Pym, an ancient genllem,m 
of great experience in parllamentuy aftlIin, and no leu known fideiit)' to 
bit country. ,J 

0'9""ed by Google 



I 

I 

l 

.lOHN PYX. 89 
the grievances which at that time lay heavy on the 
commonwealth, of which many abbreviated copies, (J8 

extracting the heada only, were with great greedines, 
~aken by gentlemen, and othera throughout the kingdom, 
for it was not then in fashion to print speeches of par­
liament." 

The effect of this speech was 80 extraordinary 
throughout England, that it has been made matter of 
general comment with all the Mstorians of the period. 
The only reference they are able to give, however, is to 
the abstract supplied by Rushworth I ; and this seemed 
to me to be 80 unsatisfactory a version, that I com·· 
menced a search among the pamphlets at the British 
Museum, in the hope that some publication of a speech 
that had produced such results, and which might pos­
sibly haTe taken place with Pym's authority, had es­
caped the notice of' the indefatigable collector. This 
hope was not disappointed; and some extensive extracts 
shall now be laid ~fore the reader, from a report which 
received the subsequent correction of Pym himself. 
These extracts are remarkable on every account: they 
do not ~imply illustrate the period better than any 
laboured history can; they will be found to mark, 
also, most emphatically, a certain grave and subdued 
style and manner in the speaker, which singularly con­
trasts with his tone at the meeting of the parliament 
that followed. It is as though he spoke - and doubtless 
he did speak- with the thorough knowledge that, as the 
present parliament had been called by the king, the 
next was to be forced into existence by the people. 
The report is given in the third person, and opens 
thus:-

" Never parliament had greater businesses to dispatch, 
nor more difficulties to encounter; therefore wee have 
reason to take all advantsges of order and addresse, and 
hereby . wee shall not only doe our owne worke, but dis. 
pose and inable ourselves for the better satisfaction of 
his majesty's desire of supply. The grievances being 

I VoI.IiL p.llSI. Old. ParL Hilt. "01 ... iIi.lP. 425.l 
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f'eflWf:ed, our afFections will carry us with speede and 
cheerefulnesse, to give his majestie that which may be 
sufficient both for his honor and support. Those that 
in the very first place shan endeavour to redresse the 
grievances, will be found not to hinder, but to bee the 
best furtherers of his majestie's service. Hee that takeI 
away V'eight8, dolh a8 mucla adt·antage motion, a8 he that 
addeth V'inflll. Divers pieces of this maine worke have 
beene already propounded; his endeavour should be to 
present to the house a modell of the whole. In the 
ereation, God made the world according to that idea or 
forme, which was eternally pre-existent in the divine 
minde. :Moses was commanded to frame the tabernacle 
after the patterne shewed him in the mount. TIw8e 
actiom are se/dome well perfected in the execution, which 
are nQt fir. well moulded in the de8igne and ProJKI8-
ition." 

In such passages as these, for abundance of argument. 
and weight, no less than closeness, of reasoning, tIle 
eloquence of Pym approaches to the more deliberate 
compositions of Lord Baeon. 

"He said he woul(llabour to .contraet those manifold 
afFaires both of the church and state, which did so 
earnestly require the wisdome and faithfulriesse of this 
house, into a double method of grievances and cures. 
And because there wanted not some who pretended, 
that these things wherewith the commonwealth is now 
grieved, are much for the advantage of the king, and that 
the redresse of them will be to his majesty's great dis_ 
advantage and losse (hee said) he doubted not but to 
make it appeare, that in discovering the present great 
distempers and disorders, and procuring remedie for 
them, we should bee no lesse serviceable to bis majestie, 
who hath summoned us to this great couneell, than 
usefull to those wbom we doe here represent. For the 
better efreeting whereof he propounded three maine 
branches of his discourse. In the first (he said) he 
would offer them the severall beads of some principall 
grievances, under which the kingdom groaned. In the 
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second, he undertook to prove, that the disordera from 
whence those grievances issued, were as hurtfull to the 
king as to the people. In the third, be would advise 
such a way of healing and removing those grievances, 
as might bee equally etf'ectuall to maintaine the honour 
and greatnesse of the king, and to procure the prosperitie 
and contentment of the people. 

" In the handling whereof he promised to use such 
expressions as might mitigate the sharpnesse and bitter­
nesse of those things whereof he was to speake, 80 far 
as his duty and faithfulnesse would allow. It is a great 
prerogative to the king, and a great honour attributed to 
him, in a maxime of our law, that he can doe no wrong; 
he is the fountaine of justice; and, if there be any 
injustice in the execution of his commands, the law 
casts it upon the ministera, and frees the king. Activitie, 
life, and vigour, are conveyed,into the BUblunary creatures 
by the influence of Heaven; but the malignitie and dis­
temper, the cause of 80 many epidemicall diaeases, doe 
proceed from the noyaome vapoura of the earth, or aome 
ill affected qualities of the aire, without any infection or 

• alteration of those pure, cele8tiall, aM incorruptible bodies. 
In the like manner (he said) the authoritie, the power, 
and countenance of princes, may concur in the actions 
of evi1l men, without partaking in the injustice and. 
obliquitie of them. These mattera whereof we com • 

. plaine, have been presented to his majesty, either under 
the pretence of royall prerogatives, which he is bound 
to maintaine, or of public good which is the most honor­
able object of regaU wisdom. But the covetous and 
ambitious designes of others have interposed betwixt 
his lOyall intentions, and the happinesse of his people, 
making those things pernicious and hurtfull, which. his 
majestie apprehended as just and profitable." 

How admirable is the grace and modesty of expression 
in the first paseage that follows, and how thoughtful ~d 
comprehensive the tone of the rest! 

" lIe said, the things which he was to propound were 
of a various nature, many of them auch as required a 
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very tender and exquisite cOllsideration. In h~ndling 
of wh~ch, as he would be bold to use tbe liberty of the 
place and relation wherein he stood, so he would be· 
yery carefull to expresse that modestie and humilitie, 
which might be expected by those of whose actions he 
was to speake. And if bis judgment or his tongue 
should slip into any particular mistake, he would not 
thinke it 80 great a shame to faile by hUt own weaknesse, a8 

he should esteem it an honour and advantage, to be cor­
rected by the wisdom of that house to which he submitted 
him·self, with this protestation, that he cUJaired no reform:' 
ation 80 much 48 to reforme himseife. 

U The greatest liberty of the kingdom is religion; 
thereby we are freed from spiritual evils, and no impott_ 
itiona are 80 grievou8 as those that are laillupon the soule. 
The next great liberty is justice, whereby we are pre_ 
served from. injuries in our persons and estates; from 
this is derived into' the commonwealth, peace, and order, 
and safety; and when this is interrupted, confusion and 
danger are ready to overwhelm all. The third great 
liberty consists in the power and priviledge ofparliatnents; 
for this is the fountaine of law, the great councell -
of the kingdome, the highest court; this is inabled, by 
the legislative and consiliarie power, to prevent evils to 
come; by the judiciarie power, to suppresse and remove 
evils present. J:f you consider these three great liberties 
in the order of dignitie, this last is inferiour to the 
other two, as meanes are inferiour to the end; but if you 
consider them in the order of necessitie and use, this 
may justly claim the first place in our care, because the 
end cannot be obtained without tbe meanes; and if we 
doe not preserve this, we eannot long hope to enjoy 
either of the other. Therefore (he said) being to speake 
of those grievances which lie upon the kingdome, hee 
would observe this order. 

"1. First to mention those whith were against the 
piiviledge of parliaments. 2. Those which were pre_ 
judiciall to the religion established in the kingdome. 3. 
Those which did interrupt the justice of the realme 
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in the libertie of our persons and propriety of our 
estates. 

Cf The privileges of parliament were not given for the 
OJ1\ament or advantage of those who are the members 
of plU'liament. They have a reall use and efficacie 
towards that which is the end of parliaments. We are 
free from suits that we may the more intirely addict 
ourselves to the publick services; we have, therefore, 
libertie of speach, that our counsels may not be cor­
rupted with feare, or our judgements perverted with 
selfe 'respects. Those three great faculties and func­
tions of parliament, the legislative, judiciarie, and con­
siliarie power, cannot be well exercised without such 
priviledges as these. The wisedom of our laws, the 
faithfullnesse of our counsels, the righteousnesse of our 
judgements, can hardly be kept pure and untainted, if 
dley proceed from distracted and restrained mindes. 

" It is a good rule of the morall philosopher, Et non 
lo!das mtmtem gubernstricenl omnium actionum. These 
powers of parliament are to the bodie politike as the 
rationall faculties of the soule "to a man: that which 
keepe8 all the parts 01 the comm01WJealth in frame and 
temper, ought to be mlllt carPjuUy preserved in that 
freedome, f-"igour, and activitie, which belfmgs to· it .8elf. 
Our predecessors in this house have ever been most care­
full in the first place to settle and secure their privi_ 
ledges; and (he said) he hoped, that we having had 
greater breaches made upon us than heretofore, would 
be no lesse tender of them, and forward in 8eeking re­
pGration for that which is past, and prevention of the 
like for the time to come. 

e< Then bee. propounded divers particular points. 
wherein the priviledge of parliament had been broken. 
First, in restraining the members of the house from 
speaking, Secondly, in forbidding the speaker to put 
any question. 

"These two were practiced the last day of the 
last parliament (and, as was alledged by his majestie's 
command); and bath of them trench upon the very life 
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and being of parliaments; for if such a restraining 
power as this should take root, and bee admitted, it will 
be impossible for us to bring any resolution to perfection 
in snch matters as shall displease those about the king. 

"Thirdly, by imprisoning divers members' of the 
house, for matters done in parliament. Fourthly, by 
indictments, informations, and judgments in ordinary 
and inferiour courts, for speaches and proceedings in 
parliaments. Fifthly, by the disgraceful order of the 
king's bench, whereby some members of this house 
were injoyned to put in securitie of their good be­
haviour; and for refusall thereof, were' continued 
in prison, divers yeares, without any particular alle­
gation against them. One of them WaB freed by death. 1 
Others were not dismissed 2 till his majesty had declared 
his intention to summon the present parliament. And 
this he noted not only has a breach of privilege, but a8 

/J tJioiation Of the common jU8tice of the kingdome. 
Sixthly, by the sudden and abrupt dissolution of par­
liaments, contrary to the law and custom. 

"Often hath it been declared in parliaments, that the 
parliament should not be dissolved, till the petitions be 
answered. This (he said) was a great grievance 
because it doth prevent the redresse of otller grievances. 
It were a hard case that a private man should bee put 
to death without being heard. As this r!!'presentative 
pody of the commons receives a being by the summons, 
so it receives a civill death by the dissolution. Is it not, 
a much more heavie doome by which we lose our being, 
to have this civill death inflicted on us in di8p1etJ8flf'e, 
and not to be allowed time and liberty to answer for 
ourselves? that we should not only die, but have tAtll 

r 1 ThI.:a1lulion to Eliot II interHtlng; and I ohould add that, two or 
three day. after, Pym moved "that It be refeITed to the committee of tbe 
Tower. to examine qfftJr ",1IaI_ ... .To"" EIIDI "" ..... to IIi, delllll, AU 
wage ill tile TOUJtr, alld to .".,., tile ....,.". and"zace, wllere , .. .,.., ifnpri. 
_ed, and wIIere lie died, and to report the same to the houle." I liave 
not been able to find the xeport. The tertDI of the notice are very remark. 
able, and .uggeot other notioDl beaidea that of Pym'. aftetion for his old 
trlend. 

• That II. not releued tJ:om bail. They were aU releaoed from prisoD 
before Eliot. 
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. mark of infamy laid Uplm U8' to bee made intestabiles, 
disabled to make our. wills, to dispose of our businesse, 
as this house hath always used to doe before adjourn. 
menta or dissolutions? yet this hath often been our 
case ! We have not beene permitted to poure out our 
last sighes and groanes into the bosome of our deare 
soveraigne. The WOI"d& of dying men are full of piercing 
ajfecti01Ul; if we might be heard to speake, no doubt 
we should so fully expresse our love and faithfulnesse 
to our prince, as might take oft' the false suggestions 
and aspercions of others: at least we should in our hum. 
ble supplications recommend some such things to him 
in the name of his people, as would make for his owne 
honour .and the publike good of his kingdome. 

" Thus' he concluded the first son of grievances, 
being such as were against the priviledge of parliament, 
and passed on to the next, concerning religion; all 
which bee conveyed under these four heads. The 
first, was the great encouragement given to poperie, of 
which he produced these particular evidences. 1. A 
BUBpension of all laws against papists, whereby 
they enjoy a free and almost publike exercise of that 
religion. Those good statutes which were made £or 
restraint of idolatrie and superstition are now a ground 
of securitie to them in the practice of both; being uml 
to no other end but to get money into the king8 purse; 
which, as it is clearly against the intentions of the law, 
150 it is full of misehiefe to the kingdome." 

Here Pym interposed a few words which vindicate 
his memory from the charge that has so often been 
urged against it, of religious bigotry and intolerance. 
Laud's indulgences to the catholics may possibly, be 
thought, now-a-days, and justly so thought, unworthy 
of either regret or blame; but let the reader place him­
self in the position of a protestant non-conformist of that 
period, and think of the hardships he woUld have suffered 
for refuting to bow his consciencie to certain pretlCrlbed 
formule in doctrine and ceremonial, and contrast them 
Deltt with these catholic indulgences; or, considering 
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himself only as a statesman bent on the acirleveme~ of 
responsible government, let him, knowing the connec­
tion in that day of popery with absolute power, observe 
the eager servility with which the "indulged" catho­
lics Bought to make themselves, upon every occasion, 
the mostactiveinstmments of Charles's despotism. Tho­
roughly was Pym justified in saying what follows! - . 

tc By .this means a dangerous party is cherished and 
increased, who are ready to close with any opportunitie 
of disturbing the peace and safety of the state. Yet 
(hee said) hee did not de8ire any new laWB agaimt pope­
rie, or any rigorow COllr868 in tile execution of tho8e 
alreadie in force: he Was far from 866king tile ruin qf 
their pe7'80nB or eatatea; onely he wiah't they might be 
kept in BUck a condition a8 Blwuld reatraine them from 
doing hurt. 

tc It may bee objected, there are moderate and discreet 
men amongst them, men of estates, such as have an 
interest in the peace and prosperitie of the kingdom as 
well as wee. These (hee said) were not to be considered. 
according to their own disposition, but according to the 
nature of. the body whereof they are parties. The 
planets have severall and particular motions of their 
owne, yet they are aU rapt and transported into a con­
trarie course by the superior orbe which comprehends 
them all. The principles of poperie are such as are in­
compatible with any other religion. There may be a 
suspension of violence for some by certain respects; but 
the ultimate e~d even of that moderation is, that they may 
with more advantage extirpate that which is opposite to 
them. Laws will not restrain them. Oathes will not. 
The pope can dispense with both these, and where there 
is occasion, his command will mO,ve them to the disturb_ 
ance of the realme - against their own private dispos­
ition - yea, against their own reason and judgement 
- to' obey him; to whom they have (especially the 
jesuiticall party) absolutely and intirely obliged them­
selves, not only in spiritual matters, but in temppral; as 
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they aTe in order ad spiritualia. Henry III. and Henry 

• IV. of France, were no protestants themselves, yet were 
murthered because they tolerated the Protestants. The 
king and the kingdome can have no securitie but in their 
weakness and disabilitie to do hurt. 

a 2. A second incouragement is, their admission into 
places of power and trust in the commonwealth, whereby 
they get many dependants and adherents, not only of 
their owne, but even of such as make profession to be 
protestants. 3. A third, their freedome of resorting to 
London and tpe court, whereby they have opportunitie, 
not only of communicating their counsels and designes 
one to another, but of diving into his majesty's counsels, 
by the frequent accesse of those who are active men 
amongst them, to the tables and company of great men; 
and, under subtile pretences and disguises, they want ut!t 
means of cherishing their own projects, and of in. 
deavouring to mould and biasse the public affairs to the 
great advantage of that partie. 4.. A fourth, that as they 
have a congregation of cardinals at Rome, to consider 
of the aptest wayes and means of establishing the pope's 
authoritie and religion in England, so they have a nuncio 
here, to act and dispose that party to the execution of 
those counsels, and, by the assistance of such cunning 
and jesuiticall spirits as swarm in this town, to order 
and manage all actions and events, to the furtherance of 
that maine. end. 

U The second grievance of religion, ·was from those 
manifold innovations lately introduced into several parts 
of the kingdom, all inclining to poperie, and disposing 
and fitting men to entertain it. The particulars were 
these: - 1. Divers of the chiefest points of religion ift 
difference betwixt us and the papists have been publickly 
defended, in licensed books, in sermons, in universitie 
acts and disputations. 2. Divers popish ceremonies 
have been not only practised but countenanced, yea, little 
less .than injoyned, as altars, images, crucifixes, bowings, 
and other gestures and observances 1, which put UpOIl 

1 See the Life of Eliot, p. 87, 88. and Life of. Strafford, r. ,1:>-317. 
VOL. ill. B 
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our churches a shape and face of poperie. ' Hee com~ 
pared this to the drie bones in Ezekiel. First, they came' 
together; then the sinews and the flesh came upon them ; 
after this the skin 'covered them; and then breath and life 
was put into them! 80 (he said) after these men had 
moulded us into an outward forme and visage of poperie, 
they would m01'e boldly endeavour to breathe into UB the 
Bpirie of life and poperie. ' 

"The third grievance was the countenancing and 
preferring those men who were most forward in 
setting up such innovations: the particulars were so 
well known, that they needed not to be named. 

" The fourth was, the discouragement of those who 
were knowne to bee most conscionable and faithfull pro­
fessors of the truth. Some of the wayes of effecting this 
he observed to be these. The courses taken to inforre 
and inlarge thoae u1tAappg djfferenceB, fOr matters of 
small moment, which have been among8t ourselves, anll 
to raise up new occasions 'of further division, whereby 
many have been" induced toforsake the land, not seeing 
the end of tho.se voJuntarie and human injunctions in 
things appertaining to God's worship. Those who are 
indeed lovers Q"f religion, and of the churches of God, 
would seek to make up those breaches, and to unite us 
more entirely against the common enemie. 2. The over 
rigid prosecution of those who are BcrupulouB in 1J.8ing 
some things enjoyned, wh'ich are held by tliolle who enjoyn 
them (0 be in themselves indjfferent. It hath beeile ever 
the desire of this house, exprest in many parliaments 
in queene Elizabeth's time and since, that such might 
be tenderly used. It was one of our petitions delivered 
at Oxford to his majestie that now is; but what little 
moderation it hath produced, is not unknown to us all! 
Any other "ice almost may be !better endured in a mi­
nister than inconformitie! 3. The unj1l1:lt punishments 
and vexations of sundry persons for, matters required 
without any warrant of law: as, for liot reading the 
hooke concerning. recreation on the Lord's day; for not 
removing the communion table to bee set altarwise at 
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the east end of the chancell; for not coming up to the 
l"ailes to receive the sacrament; for preaching the Lord's 
day in the afternoone; for catechising in any other 
words and manner than in the precise words of the short 
catechisme in the common prayer book. 

er Th~ fifth and last grievance concerning religion, was 
the incroachment and abuse of ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 
The particulars mentioned were these: -1. Fining and 
imprisoning in cases not allowed by law. 2. The 
challenging their jurisdiction to be appropriate to their 
order, which they aUedge to be jure divino. 3. The 
contriving and publishing of new articles, uEon which 
they inforce the church wardens to take oathg and to 
make inquiries and presentments, as if such articles had 
the force of canons; and this, he said, was an eH'ect 
of great presumption and boldnesse, not onely in the 
bishops, but in their archdeacons, officials, and chan_ 
cellors, taking upon themselves a kinde of synodall 
auth ori tie. The injunctions of this kind might, indeed, 
well partake in name with that part of th!! common,law 
which is called the extravagants !" 

A more masterly statement than this, of the precise 
bearings of one of those great questions of the time, 
which it is probably the most difficult to sympathise 
with now, except, indeed, in the broad statement of a 
certain widely felt ecclesiastical oppression, could not 
possibly be furnished; and from such a speaker it is 
-invaluable. 

But Pym's treatment of the civil oppressions of the 
state is felt, from the nature of the subject, with still 
greater force. A more massive document was never 
given to history. _ It has all the solidity, weight, anll 
gravity of a judicial record; while it addresses itself 

-equally to the solid good sense of the masses of the 
-people, and to the cultivated understandings of the time. 
The deliberative gravity, the force, the broad decide!) 
manner of this great speaker, contrast forcibly with those 
choice specimens of awkward aH'ectations - and laboured 
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extravagances, that have not seldom passed in modem 
days for oratory. 

" Having dispatched tbese several points, bee pro­
ceeded to the third kind of grievances, being sucb 18 

are against the common justice of the realm, in the 
libertie of our persons, and proprietie of our estates, of 
which (he said) he .had many to propound: in doing 
whereof, he would ratber observe the order of time. 
wherein they were acted, than of consequence; but 
when hee should come to the cure, hee should then per_ 
suade the' house to begin with those which were of most 
importance, as being now in execution, and very much 
pressing and exhausting the commonwealth. 

" He began with the tonnage and poundage, and 
other impositions not warranted by law; and because 
these burdens had long lain upon us, and the principles 
which produced them, are the same from wbence divers 
others are derived, he tbought it necessary to premise 
'a short narrative and relation of the grounds and pro­
. ceedings of the power of imposing herein practised. It 
was (he said) a fundamental truth~ essential to the 

\onstitution and government of this kingdom,-an he_ 
reditarie liberty and privilege of all the freeborn su~ 
jects of the land,-that no tax, tallage, or other charge 
might be laid upon us, Witbout common consent in 
parliament. This was acknowledged by the Con­
queror; ratified in that contract which he made with 
tbis nation, upon his admittance to the kingdome; de­
clared and confirmed in the lawes which he published. 

"This hath never been denyed by any of our kings, 
though broken and interrupted by some of them, espe­
cially by king John and Henry III. Then, againe, it 
was confirmed by Mag. Chart. and other succeeding 
lawes: yet not so well settled but that it was sometime 
attempted by the two succeeding Edwards; in whose 
times the subjects were very sensible of all the brea('hes 
made upon the common libertie, and, by the oppor­

'tunitie of frequent parliaments, pursued them with fresh 
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complaints, and for the most part found fedresse, and 
procured the right of the subject to be fortified by new 
statutes. 

" He observed that those kings, even in the acts whereby 
they did break the law, did really affirm the 8ubject's li­
bertie, and disclaim that right of imposing which is 
now challenged: for they did usually procurI! the mer­
chants' consent to such taxes as were laid, thereby to 
put a colour of justice upon their proceeding; and 
ordinarily they were limited to a short time, and then 
propounaed to the ratification of the parliament, where 
they were cancelled O{ confirmed, as the necessity and 
state of the kingdom did require. But for the most 
part such charges upon merchandize were taken by 
authoritie of parliament, and granted for some short 
time, in a greater or lesser proportion, as was requisite 
for supply of the publike occasions;-six or twelve in 
the pound, for one, two, or three yeares; as they saw 
cause, to be employed for the defence of the sea: and 
it was acknowledged so clearly to be in the power of 
parliament, that they have sometimes been granted to 
noblemen, and sometimes to merchants, to bee disposed 
for that use. Afterward they were granted to the king 
for life, and so continued for divers descents, yet still as 
a gift and grant of the commons. 

" Betwixt the time of Edward III. and queene Mary, 
never prince (that be could remember) offered to de­
mand . any imposition but by grant in parliament. 
QUel!ne Mary laid a charge upon cloth, by the equitie 
of the statute of tonnage and poundage, because the 
rate set upon wool was much more than upon cloth; 
and, there being little wooH carried out of the kingdom 
unwrought, the queen thought she had reason to lay 
on 8ome~hat more; yet not full 80 much as brought 
them to an equalitie, but that still there continued a 
lesse charge upon wooIl wrought into cloth thatt upon 
woo11 carried out unwrought; until king James's time, 
wben, upon Nicholson's ' project, there was a further 
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addition of charge, but still upon pretence of the 8ta .. 
~te, which is that we call the pretermitted cu8tome. 

"10 queen Elizabeth's time, it is true, one or two 
little impositions crept in; the generall prwperitie of her 
raigne over8hadowing 1IfTUl11 error8 and innovationa. One 
of these was upon currants, by occasion of the mer­
chants' complaints that the Venetians had laid a charge 
upon the English cloth, that so we might bee even with 
them, and force them the sooner to take it oft'. But 
this being demanded by king James, was denyed by 
one Bates, a merchant, and upon a suit in the exche­
quer, was adjudged for the king. Now, the manner of 
that judgement was thus. There were then but three 
judges in that court, all dift'ering from one another in 
the grounds of their sentences. The first was of opinion, 
the king might impose upon such commodities IS were 
forraign and superfluous, as currants were, but not upon 
such as were native and to be transported, or necessarie, 
and to be imported for the use of the kingdome. The 
second judge was of opinion, he might impose upon sll 
forraign merchandize, ~hether ·superfluous or no, but 
Dot upon native. The third, that for as much as the 
king had the custody of the ports, and the guard of the 
seas, and that he might open and abut up the ports as 
he pleased, bee had a prerogative to impose upon sll 
~erchandize, both exported and imported. Yet this 
single, distracted, and divided judgment, is the found-
4tion of all the impositions now in practice! for after 
this, king J ameli laid new charges upon all commodities 
outward and inward, bot limited to a certain time and 
qccasion, but reserved to himself, his heires and suc­
cessors, for ever-thefirat imporitionB inf~ Bimple fhat 
fIJ81'e _ heard. of in thiB kingdMne. This judgment, 
and the right. of imposing thereupon assumed, was 
questioned in septimo and duodecimo of that king, and 
was th.e cause of the breach of both those parliaments. 
~n 18 & 21 Jacobi, indeed, it was not agitated by this 
house, but only that they might preserve the favor or 
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the king, for the dispatch of some other great busi­
nesses, upon which they were'more especially'attentive.l 
But in the first of his present majedie, it necessarily 
came to be remembel"ed, upon the proposition on the 
king's part, for renewing the bill of tonnage and pound­
age; yet so moderate was that parliament, that they 
thought rather to confirm the impositions already set by 
a law to be made, than to abolish them by a judgment 
in parliament; b'llt that and diver8 insuing parliaments 
have been unhappilie broken, bifore that endeavour could 
be accompliahed: only at the last meeting a remon­
strance Wl\8 made concerning the libertie of the subject 
in this point; and it llath alwayes beene expressed to 
bee the meaning of the house, and 80 it was (as hee 
said) his owne meaning in the proposition now made, to 
settle and restore the right according to law, and not 
to diminish the king's profit, but to establish' it by a 
free grant in parliament. 

"However, since the breach of the last parliament, 
his majestie hath, by a new book of rates, very much 
increased the burden upon merchandize; and now tonnage 
and poundage, old and new impositions, are all taken by 
prerogative, without any grant in parliament, or authOlitie 
oflaw,las we conceive; from whence divers inconveniences 
and mischiefs are produced. 1. The danger of the 
president, that a jlldgment in one court, and in one case, 
is made binding to all the kingdome. 2. Men's goods 
are seized, their legaU suits· &ie stopped, and jllstice 
denyed to those, that desire to take the benefit of the 
law. 3. The great sums of money received upon these 
impositions, intended for the guard of the seas, claimed 
and defended upon no ground but of publike trust, for 
protection of merchants and defence of the ports, are 
dispersed to other uses, and a new tax raised for the 
same purposes. 4. These burdens are so excessive, 
that trade is thereby very much hindered, the commo­
dities of our own growth extremely abased, and those 
imported much enhaunsed; all which lies not upon the 

J The war with the PalaUnate. See i.ite DC Eliot, p. 18-24. 
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merchant alone, but upon the genel'alitie of the subject ; 
and by this means the stock of the kingdom is much 
diminisht, our exportation being lesse profitable, and our 
importation more changeable. .And if the W0IIT8 ami 
lrouble8 in the neighlJour part8 had not brought alf1lD8t 1M 
. whole Btreame of trade into thi8 kingdome, we should have 
found many more prejudiciall effects of these impositions, 
long before this time, than yet wee have done. Espe­
cially they have beene insupportable to the poore plant­
ations, whither many of his majestie's Sllbjects have beene 
transported, in divers part~ of the continent and islands 
of America, in furtherance of a designe tending to the 
honor of the kingdome, and the inlargement of his 
majestie's dominions. The adventurers in this noble 
worke have for the most part no other support but 
tobacco, upon which such a heavy rate is set, that the 
king receives twice as much as the true value of the 
commoditie to the owner. 5. Whereas these great 
burdens have caused divers merchants to apply them­
selves to a Vlay of traftique abroad by transporting goods 
from one countrey to another, without bringing them 
home into England. But now it hath beene lately 
endeavoured to set an imposition upon this trade, so 
that the king will have a dutie even out of those earn':' 
modities which never come within bis dominions, to the 
creat discouragement. of such active and industrious 
men. 

U The aext generall head of civill grievances, was 
inforcing men to compound for knighihood; whieh 
though it may seeme past, because it is divers yeares 
llince it was used, yet upon the same gronads the kiDg 
may renew it, all often as he pleaseth, for the composition -
looks backward, and the offence continuing is subject to 
a new fiDe. The state of that busbaesse he layed downfl' 
thus: - Heretofore, when the services due by tenure 
were taken in kind, it were fit there were some way of 
triall and approbation of those that were bound to sucll 
.ervices. Therefore it was ordained, that such as lfe~ 
to doe knight's services, after they eame of age anel had. 
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possession of" their lands, should bee made knights j 
that is, }lublikely declar\lc1 to bee fit for that service: -
di~ers ceremonies and solemnities were in use for this 
purpose; and if by the partie's neglect this was not 
done, be was punishable by fine; there being in those times 
an ordinary and open way to get knighthood, for tliose 
who were borne to it. Now it is quite true~ that although 
the use of this hath for divers ages been discontinued, 
yet there have past very few kings under whom there 
hath not been a generall summons, requiring those who 
had lands of such value as the law prescribes, to' appeare 
at the coronation, or some other great solemnitie, and to 
bee knighted, and yet nothing intended but the getting 
of some small fines. So this grievance is not altogether 
new in the kind; but it is new in the manner, and in 
the excesse of it, and that in divers respects. 1. First, 
it hath been extended beyond all intention and colour 
of law. Not only inneholders, but likewise lease. 
holders, copyholders, merchants, and others; scarce any 
man free from it. 2. The fines have been immoderate, 
far beyond the proportion of former times. 8. The 
proportion have been without any example, president, or 
mJe of justice. For though those that were summoned 
did appear, yet distresses infinite were made out against 
them, and issues increased and multiplyed, and no way' 
open to discharge those issues, by 'plea or otherwise, but 
onely by compounding with the commissioners at their 
own pleasure. 

c< The third general llead of civil grievances was, 
the great inundation of monopolies; whereby heavy 
burthena are laid, not only .upon forrsigne but also 
nalive commodities. These began in the soap patent. 
The principall undertakers in this we:re dive:rB PupiBlt 
f"eCUlKlntB, men of mate and qualitie, such as in likely. 
hood did not only aime at their private gaine, but that by 
this open breach of law, the king and hiB people might be 
more fully divided, and the wayea qf parliament men 

r more thoroughly obBtructed. Al,llongst the infinite in con,. 
ftDienees and misehiefes which thia did produce, \hese 
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few may be observed. 1. The impairing the goodnesse, 
and inhauncing the price of most of the commodities 
and manufactures of the realme, yea, of those which are 
of most necessarie and common use, as salt, soape, beere, 
coles, and infinite" others. 2. That, under colour of' 
licenses, trades and manufactures are restrained to a few 
hands, and many of the subjects depriVed of their 
ordinary way of livelihood. 3. That upon such illegall 
grants, a great number of persons had beene unjustly 
vexed by pursevants, imprisonments, attendance upon 
the counsell table, fOl'feiture of goods, and many other 
wayes. 

" The fourth head of civil grievances was, that great 
and unparalleled grievance of the ship money, which, 
though it may seeme to have more warrant of law than 
the rest, because there bath a judgement passed for it, 
yet in truth it is thereby aggravated, if it bee conaidered 
that the judgement is founded upon the naked opinion 
of some judges without any written law, without any 
custome, or authoritie of law bookes, yea, without any 
one president for it! Many expresse lawes, many de­
clarations in parliaments, and the constant practice and 
judgment at all times being against it! yea, in the very 
nature of it, it will be found to be disproportionable to 
the case of 'neces8itie' which "is pretended to be the 
ground of it! NeceaBitie excludes all formalities and 
solemnities. It is no time then to make levies and taxes, 
to build and prepare ships. Every man's person, every 
man's ships, are to be imployed for the reaisting of an 
invading enemie. The right on the subject's part was 
"so cleare, and the pretences against it so weake, that hee 
thought no man would venture his reputation or con_ 
science in the defence of that judgment, being so con­
trary to the grounds of the law, to the practice of former 
times, and so inconsistent in its selfe. 

"Amongst many inconveniences and obliquities of 
this grievance, he noted these. 1. That it extendeth to 
all persons, and to all times j it subjeeteth our goods to 
distresse, and our persona to imprisonment j and, the 

D,g""ed by Google 



.JOHN PYM. 107 

causes of it being secret and invisible, referred to his 
majesties breast alone, the subject was left without , 
possibilitif' of exception and reliefe. 2. That there was 
no rules or limits for the proportion; so that no man 
knew what estste he had, or how to order his cOurse or 
expenees. 3. That it was taken out of the subject's 
purse by a writt, and brQught into the king's coffers by 
instructions from the lords of his most honourable 
privie couneell. Now in the legall defence of it, the 
writ only did appeare; of the instructions there was no 
notice taken, which yet in the real execution of it were 
most predominant. It carrieB the face oj BBrVice in the 
torit, and of revenue in the i1l8tructi0n8. Why, if this 
way bad not been found to turn the ship into money, it 
would easily have appeared bow incompatible this serviee 
is with the office of a sheriffe, in. the inland counties; 
and how incongruous and inconvenient for the inhabit­
ants ! The law iii a 1Jody politike: if like nature, which. 
alwayu preparetA and diapoleth proper and fit i1l8trumenta 
and organ88 for 8fJ81'!} naturall operation. If the law had 
intended any such charge as this, there should have 
beene certaine rules, suitable meanes and courses, for the 
1evying and managing of it. 

" The fifth head was the inlargement of the forrests 
beyond the bounds and perambulations appointed and 
established by act of parliament 27 & 28 Edward 
L; and this is done upon the very reasons and 
exceptions which had been on the king's part pro­
pounded, and by tbe commons answered, in parliament, 
not long after that establishment. It is not unknowne 
to many in this house, that those perambulations were 
the fruit and effect of that famous charter which is 
eaUed Charta de /orreIJt8, whereby many tumults, 
troubles, and'discontents had beene taken away, aDl~ 
eomposed between the king and his subjects; and it is 
full o£ danger, that by reviving thOle old questions, wee 
may:fall into the like distempers. Hereby, however, no 
blame could fall upon that great lord, who is now justice 
in Eyre, and in whose name these things were acted; it , 
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• could not be expected that he should take notice of the 
lawes and customes of the realrpe; therefore he was 
earefull to procure the assistance and direction of the 
judges; and if any thing were done against law, it 
was for them to answer, and not for him. 

" The particular irregularities and obliqUities of this 
busiriesse were these: -1. The surruptitious procuring 
a verdict for the king; without giving notice to the 
countrey, whereby they ·JUight be prepared to give in 
evidence for their own interest and indemllitie; as was 
done in Essex. 2. Whereas the judges in the justice 
seat in Essex were consulted with, about the entry of 
the former verdict, and delivercil their opinion touching 
that alone, without medling with the point of right; 
this opinion was after inforced in 'other counties, as if it 
had been a judgement upon the matter, and the coun­
cell for the county discountenanced in speaking, because 
it was said to be already adjudged. 8. The inberitance 
of divers of the subjects have beene hereupon disturbed, 
after the qUiet possession of three or four hundred 
years, and a way opened for the disturbance of many 
others. .4. Great summs of money have been drawn 
from such as have lands within these pretended bounds, 
and those who have forborne to make composition have 
beene threatened with the execution of these forest lawes. 
5. The fifth was the selling of nusances, or at least 
some such things as are supposed to bee nusances. The 
king, as father of the commonwealth, is to take care 
of the publike commodities and advantages of his sub­
jects, as rivers, highways, common sewers, and such 
like, and is to remove whatsoever is prejudiciall to 
the'm; and for the ft'yall of those, there are legall and 
ordiuary writs of ad quod damnum; but of late a new 
and extnJudiciall way hath beene taken, of declaring 
matters to be nusances; and divers have thereupon been . 
questioned, and if they 'would not compound, they have 
beene fined; if they doe compound, that which was 
first prosecuted as a common nusance, is taken into the 
king's protection, and allowed to stand; and havini 
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yeelded the king money, no further care is taken wbe­
ther it be good or bad for tbe commonwealth. By thw 
6 very great and publike tMUtt w either brok8n or abused. 
If the matter compounded for be truly a nuunce, then 
it is broken to the burt of the people; if it bee not a 
nusance, then it is abused to the hurt of the partie. Tbe 
particular" mentioned were: First, The commission 
for buildings in and about tbjlj towne, which heretofore 
hath beene presented by this house as a grievance in 
king James his time, but now of late the execution 
hath beene much Blore frequent and prejudicial] than 
it was before. Secondly, Commission for depopulations. 
which began some few years since, and is still in hot 
prosecution. By both these the subject is restrained 
from disposing of bis owne. Some have been com­
manded to demolish their bouses; others bave been 
forbidden to build;. others, after great trouble and vex­
ation, have beene forced to redeeme their peace with 
large summes, and they still remain, by law, as lyable to 
a new question as before; for it is agreed by all, that 
the king cannot license a common nuunce; and al­
though indeed these· are not such, yet it jIj a matter 
of very ill consequence, that under th,at name they 
should be compounded for, and may in ill times here­
after bee made a preaidentfor the kingB of thw realme 
to claime a POVJ8'I' of licen8ing 81JCh thif1{J8 68 are nu-
6Qncea indeed. ' 

~. Tbe seventh great civil grievance bat!I been, the 
militarie cbarges laid upon the several1rcounties of the 
ldngdome; sometimes lly warrant under. his mpJestie's 
aignature; sometimes by letters from the councell table; 
and sometimes (sucb bath been the boldnesse and pre­
sumption of some men), by the order of the lord lieu­
tenants, or deputy lieutenant alone. This is a growing 
evill; still multiplying and increasing from a few par­
ticn1ars to many, from small summes to great. It be­
gan find; to be practised as a loane, for supply of coat 
and conduct money; and for this it bath some c;onn­
~ce :Crom the use in queen Elizabeth's time, wheD 
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the lords of the councell did often desire the deputy 
lieutenants to procure 80 much money to be laid out in 
the countrey as the service did require, with a promise to 
pay it againe in London; for which purpose there was 
a constant warrant in the exchequer. This (he said) 
was the practice in her time, and in a great part of king 
James's. But the payments were then so certain, as it 
was little otherwise than taking up money upon bills of 
~xchange. At this day they follow these presidents in 
the manner of the demand (for it is with a promise of 
a repayment), but not in the certaintie and readinesse 
of satisfaction. 

"The first particular brought into a tax (as he 
tItought) was tIte muster master's wages, at which many 
repined; but being for small summs, it began to bee 
generally digested: yet, in the last parliament, this 
house was sensible of it, and to avoid the danger of the 
president tItat tIte subjects should be forced to make 
any payments without consent in parliament, tItey 
thought upon a bill tItat might bee a rule to tIte lieu. 
tenants what to demand, and to the people what to pay. 
But the hopes of this bill were dasht in the dissolution 
of that parliament. Now of late divers other particu_ 
lars are growing into practise, which make the griev_ 
ance much more heavie. Those mentioned were these. 
1. Pressing men against their will, and forcing them 
which are rich or unwilling to serve, to find others in 
their place. 2. The provision of publike magazines 
for powder, and other munition, spades and pickaxes. 
3. The salarie of divers officers besides the muster 
master. 4. The buying of cart-horses and carts, and 
hiring' of carts for carriages. 

" The eighth head of civil grievances was the extr_ 
judiciall declarations of judges, whereby the subjects have 
been bound in matters of great importance without 
heareing of councell or argument on their part, and are 
left without legall remedie, by writ of errour or other_ 
wise. He remembered tIte expression used by a 
former member of the house, of a ',teeming parliament: 
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This (he said) was a teeming grievance; from hence 
have issued most af the great grievances now in -being. 
The ship-money-the pretended nusances already men­
tioned -and some others which have not yet been toucht 
upon, - especially that concerning ,the proceedings of 
ecclesiastical courts. 

"The ninth general h~ad was--that the authoritie and 
wisedom of the councell table have been applied to the 
contriving and managing of lleverall monopolies, and 
other great grievances. The institution of the coun_ 
cell table was much for the advantage and securitie 
of the subject, to avoid surreptitious and precipitate 
courts in the great affairs of the kingdome. But by 
law an oath should be taken by alI those of the king's 
counsell; in which, amongst other things, it is exprest 
that they should for no cause forbeare to doe right, to 
all the king's people. If such an oath be not now 
taken, he ,wisht it might be brought into use againe. 

"It was the honour of that table, to bee IJ8 it were 
inCO'l'porated with the king; his royalI power and 
greatnesse did shine most conspicuously in their actions, 
and in their councels. "Vee have heard of projectors 
and resurees heretofore; and whllt opinion and relish 
they have found in this house is not unknown. But 
that any such thing s:hould be acted by the councell 
table, which might give strength and countenance to 
monopolies, as it hath not been used till now Q/ late, 
10 it cannot be apprehended without the just griefe of 
the honest subject, and encouragement qf those who are, 
ill affected. He remembered that in tertio of this 
king, a noble gentleman, then a very worthy member 
of the commons' house, now a great lord and eminent 
COUDsellour of state, did in this place declare an opinion 
concerning that clause used to bee inserted in pattents 
of monopolie, whereby justices of peace are com­
manded to assist 'the patten tees ; and that he urged it to 
'be agreat dishonour to those gentlemen which are in 
commission to be so meanely employed: - with ~ow 
muth more rellfon may wee, in jealousie of tlle 
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honour of the. councell table, humbly desire that their 
precious time, their great abilities, designed to the 
publike care aup service of the kingdome, may not 
receive 8Uch a 8taine, BUch a diminution, ti8 to be 
employed in matter8 W. 80 ill report, in the 88timation 
of the law; of 80 ill f!ifect, in the apprehenaion of the 
people! 

<c The tenth head of civil grievances was comprised 
in the high court of starchamber; which some thinke 
succeeded that which in the parliament rolls is called 
magnum concilium, and to which parliaments were wont 
so often to' referre those important matters which they 
had no time to de.termine. But now this court, which in 
the late restauration or erection of it, in Henry VII/a 
time, was especially designed to restraine the oppres­
sion of great men, and to remove the obstructions and 
impediments of the law, - this, which is both a court 
of councell and a court of justice, - hath' been made 
an instrument of erecting and defending monopolies 
and other grievances; to set a face of right upon those 
things which are unlawfull in their own nature; a 
face of publike good. upon such as are pernicious in 
their use and execution. The soape-patent and divers 
other evidences thereof may be given, 'so well known 
as not to require a particular relation. And as if 
this were not enough, this court hath lately intermedled 
with the ship money! divers sheriffes have been 
'questioned, for not levying and collecting such summs 
as their counties have been charged with; and if this 
beginning bee not prevented, the starre cha~ber will 
become a court of revenue, and it shall bee made crime 
not to collect or pay such taxes as the state shall 
require! ' 

<t The eleventh head of civil grievance was now come 
to. Bee said, hee was gone very high, yet hee must 
go a little higher. That great and most eminent power 
of the king, of making edicts and proclamations, which 
are said to be 16!J88 tempo"", and by means of which 
our~ptiJlces have used to encounter with such sudden and 
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unnpeeted danger, iii would not indure 10 much delay. 
as I1811e1Dbling the great couneell of the kingdome­
this, which is one of the most glorious beames of 
majestie, most rigorous in commanding reverence and 
subjection, hath, to our unspeakable' griefe, been often 
exercised of late for the enjoyning and maintaining 
sundry monopolies and other grants; exceeding bur. 
densome, 'and prejudiciall to the people. 

f< The twelfth next. Now, although he was come as 
high as he could. upon earth, yet the presumption of 
enll men did leade him one step higher-even as high 
as heaven-as high IS the throne of God! It was now 
(he said) growne common for ambitious and corrupt men 
of the clergie to abulle the troth of God and the bond of 
conscience; preaching downe the lawes and liberties of 
the kingdom; and pretending divine luthoritie for an 
absolute power in the king, to do what he would with 
our persons and goods. This hath been 10 often pub-­
lished in sermons and printed bookes, that it i8 ftOfD the 
high fDay to preferment! , 

c'In the last parliament we had a sentenqe of an offence 
of this kind against one Manwaring, then' a doctor, now 
a bishop; concerning whom (bee said) he would say no 
more but thill, that when he laW Aim at that barre, i" 
the fI108t humble and dejected poItttre that etJer he 00-
8e7'tH!d, he thought he fDOttld not· ~ BOOne katie leapt into 
a bishop' 8 chaifoe / But his suocesse hath emboldened 
others; therefore (he said) this may well bee noted as a 
a double grievance, that such doctrine should be al. 
lowed, and that such men should bee preferred; yea, as a 
roote of grievances, where~y they indeavour to cormpt 
the king's conscience, and, as much as in chem Iyes, to 
deprive the people of that royal protection to which his 
majestie is bound by the fundamentall lawes of the 
kingdome, and by his own personall oathe. 

IC The thirteenth head of civil grievances he would thus 
express: The long intermission of parliaments, contrary 
to the two statutes yet in force, whereby it is appointed 
tltere should bee parliaments onee a yeare, at the least ; 
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and most contrary to the public' goode of the Idngdome; 
since, this being well remedied, it would generate re. 
medies for all the rest." 

These extracts will be thought as important as they 
are interesting, by every student of English history, or 
of the noblest aspects of the English character. To 
abridge them would be indeed to realise the story of 
the man who put a brick in his pocket, thinking to 
show it as the model of a house. What a grave, clear, 
solid, and laborious style! What honest seriousness and 
simplicity of tone in the reasoning! What an exquisite 
general union of fact and feeling in the ideas! . What 
tenacity and firmness in the expression! No where is 
there any affectation of philosophy or fine taste ; the under. 
standing is invigorated and nourished throughout with its 
proper food. 1 will only observe further, that the won. 
derful adaptation of the manner and construction of the 
speech to the peculiar circumstances of the occasion, will 
be better felt by the reader hereafter: 

" Having gone through the severall heads of griev. 
ances, he came to the second maine branch, propounded 
in the begirming: that the disorders from whence these . 
grievances issued were as hurtfullto the king as to 
the people, of which he gave divers reasons. 1. The 
interruption of the s~eet communion which ought to be 
betwixt the king and his people, in matters of grace and 
supply. They have need of him by his generall p'ardon; 
to be secured from projectors and informers; to bee 
freed from obsolete laws; from the subtle devices of 
such as seek to restrsine the prerogative to their owne 
private advantage, and the public h~rt: and he hath 
need of them for counsel and support, in great and 
extraordinary occasions. This mutuall intercourse, if. 
indeed sustained, would so weane the affections and 
interests of his subjects into his actions and designeB, 
that their wealth and their persons would be his; his 
own estate would be managed to most advantage; and 
publike undertakings would be prosecuted at the charge 
and adventure of the subject. The victorious attempts 
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fn"queene Elizabeth's time upon Portugall, Spaine, and 
the Indies, were for the greatest part made upon the 
subjects' purses, and not upon the queene's; though the 
honour and profit of the successe did most accrew to 
her. 2. ThOle often breaches and discontentments be­
twixt the king snd the people are very apt to diminish 

• his reputstion abroad, and disadvantsge his treaties and 
alliances. 3. The apprehension of the favor and incou­
ragement given to pop erie hath much weakened his 
meJestfs partie beyond the sea, and impaired that ad­
vantage which queene Elizabeth amI his royall father 
have heretofore made, of being heads of the protestsnt 
union. 4. The innovations in religion and rigour of 
ecclesiastica11 courts, have forced II great many of his 
meJesty's subjects to forsake the land; whereby not only 
their persons and their posteritie, but their wealth and 
their industry, are lost to this kingdome, much to the 
reduction, also, of his majestie's customes and subsidies. 
And, I!mongst other inconveniences of such a sort, this 
was especially to be observed, that divers clothiers, 
driven out of the countrey, had set up the manufacture 
of cloth beyond the seas; whereby this stste is like to 
BUfFer much by abatement of the price of woolls, and 
by want of employment for the poore; both which like;. 
wise tend to his meJestie's particular 10SBe. 5. It puts 
the king upon improper wayes of supply, which being 
not warranted by law, are much more burden80me to the 
BUbject than ad1Jantageous to hif maj68tie. In France, 
not long since, upon a survey of the king's revenue, it 
was found that two parts in three never came to the 
kiug's purse, but were diverted to the profit of the 
officers or ministers of the crowne, and it was thought a 
very good service and reformation to reduce two parts 
to the king, lesving stilI a third part to the instruments 
that were employed about getting it in. It may well 
be doubted that the king may have the like or worse 
IUccesse in England, which appears already in some 
particnlars. The king, for instsnce, hath reserved' 
upon the monopoly of winel thirty thousand pound 
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~t a yeare; _be vinmer pay.ea Imty shillings;a 
tun, which comes to ninety thllUland pomads; -die 
price i1;pOIl the au'bject ~ maile, is inCl'Qlled two-pence 
a qU8l\t, which comes tG eight pO\1nd a tUB, and for 
forty .... ve thoUtland tun Orought in yearly, amounIB 
to three huncked and sixty thous .. d pounds; which is 
three hundred and thirty thoullild pounds loase to 
the kingdome, ahoNe the king's rent ~ Other mo­
nopolies also, as that of soape, have beene very eharge­
able to the kingdome, and brought very little tresaure 
into his majestie's coffers. Thus it is that the law 
prorides for ·that revenue of the crown which as na.. 
turall and proper, that it may be safely oollected, and 
brought to account; but this illegal revenue, being with.. 
out any such provision, is left to hazard, and ·much 
uncertainty, either not to be retained, or not duly ac­
counted of. 6. It is apt to weaken the indusme 
and courage of the subject; if they be left uncertaine, 
·whether they .shall reap the benefi.te of their 01V1l pailll!S 
and balard. TheBe who are brought into the.condittfm 
ftf Bla'V68 will 6fJ8'ily fJNJW to a BlaviBh dilpOrition, who, 
having nothing to loose, doe commonly shew more 
boldnesse in disturbing than defending a kingdome. 
7. Theae il'l'egular courses doe give opportunitie to ill 
instruments, to insinuate themselves into the king's 
service, fOf' we carmot but ob86r1JfJ, that if a man be 
&jftcifn68 in ftlll'thering their ifUWdifiate but'den8 of aMp 
money, mtmopoliBB, and the like, it 1ItWt'6i8~ over aU 
other faulU, and maku him fit both f01' imployment and 
preferment: so that out of their offices, they are fur. 
waht for v.ast expenees, purchaae&, buildings; and the 
king loseth often more in desperate debts at their 
deaths, than he got by them all their lives. Whether 
this were not lately verified in a westerne ·maD, muoh 
imployed while he lived, he leaves to the bowIedge 
of those who ·were acquainted with his course; and 
he doubted not but others might be found in the like 
1l&8e. The same course, again, has been pUl'BllCll with 
shose that are affected to popery, to prophanesse, and 
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to SUperstiti01ltl innoTationa, in matter. of religion. 
All lrind8 ~ 'P. eM i1&teUigencer, 1HIue _taB 10 lHJ 
eouflttn/.l~ tJnt(j trtUted if tMy .ullHJ but .nGlouI ia 
tAUB kiftde of 1fII'IIiu8, which, h61r mucll it detracll 
from his majestie,)n honer, in proftt, and prosperitie 
or publike aftidrs, lyes open to every man's appre1leneion. 
And from these reasons or some of a.em, he thought 
it proceeded thtJI through lite fI11wle C61WBe ftf the E»glwlJ. 
IfMy it migAt lHJ obBenJed, lluB tlotte lriftg8 tDAo Atul beene 
moat rupectfull of the 1tJc', 1aad beene f»D8' eminent m 
gr6IJtnUBe, in glory, fJfHl IUeCe8IB, bot" /.It Aome and 
alwotJd; and that others, who thought to subaist by the 
violation of them, did often fall into a state of weak­
nesse, povertie, and infortlmitie. 8. The differences 
and discontents betwixt bis majestie and the people at 
home, have in allliklybood diverted his royall thoughts 
and councells from those great opportunities which 
he might have, not only to weaken the house of Aus­
tria, and to restore the palatinate, but to gaine himself 
a higher pitch of power and greatnesse than any of 
his ancestors. For, it is not unknowne how weake, 
how distracted, how discontented the Spanish colonies 
are in the West Indies. There MB flOW in thole 'jI/Jrl" 
in NefD England, "if'gi~ia, and tlle Carib I8Iand8, ancl 
in the BarmudoB, /.It IetJ8t Nty thou8/JncI /.Ible pe1'80n8 

of tAi, nation, many of t1tem _II _eel, /.1M their 
lIodiu 86/J1fmtd to thot climau, tDhich, tDith a "6'11/ amtJII 
.f'g6, migAt lHJ Bet dovm in 8om6 /.IdfJ/JntagfJOua part' 
of theBe plerJBtJnt, rich, /.1M fruitfull countriu, /.Incl6IIrily 
make hi8 majutie _16r 6f all tho, tr6/J8U'n, fD1tich not 
tmlg fOfMll,tI the tDIJ'f"n, but i8 tlle gr. IUpporl of 
fJf1P6f'1I in tJIl po"" of Chri8tm&domB. 9. And lastly, those 
eoDrses ate like to produce sueb distempers ill the state 
.. may not be settled without great charge aDd JOllIe; 
by which means more may be conlRlmed in a few 
months than shall be gotten by such wayes in many 
yeeres. 

II Having thus past through the two fir.t generall 
I 8 
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branches, he was now come to the third, wherein he 
was to set downe the wayes of healing and removing 
those grievances, which consisted of two maine branches.: . 
first, in declaring the law where it was doubtfull j the 
second, in better provision for the execution of law, 
where it is cleere. But (hee ssid) because he had al­
ready spent much time, and began to finde some con­
f'U8ion in hu memory, he would refer the particularrs to 
another opportunity, and for the present only move that. 
which was generall to all, and which would give waight _ 
and advantage to all the particular wayes of redresse. 

" That is, that wee should speedily desire a conference 
with the lords, and acquaint them with the mi8erable 
condition wherein wee finde the church and 8tate; and 
as we have already resolved to joyn in a religious seek­
ing of God, in a day of fast and humiliation, so to 
intreat . them to concur with us in a parliamentary 
course of petitioning the king, as there should be oc­
casion j and in searching out the causes and remedies 
of these many insupportable grievances under which we 
lye. That so by the united wisedome and authQritie of 
both houses, such courses may be taken as (through 
God's blessing) may advance the honor and greatnesse 
of his majestie, and restore and establish the peace and 
prosperitie of the kingdome. 

"This (hee said) we might undertake with comfort 
and hope of successe: for though there be a darknu88 
upon the land, a thick and palpable darkne88, like that, 
of Egypt; yet, a8 in that the BUnne had not loBt hill 
light, nor the Egyptia'!&8 their Bight (the interruption 
was only in the medium), 80 with U8 there u 8till (~ 
be thanked) light in the BUn - wi8dome and jUBtice in 
hi8 majeatie - to diapell thiB darknfJ88e; and in U8 there 
remaina a viBual faculty, whereby we are enab1ed to 
apprehend, and moved to denre, LIGHT. And when We 

shall be blessed in the enjoying of it, we shall thereby 
be incited to return his majestie such thanks as may 
make it shine more cleerely in the world, to his owne 
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glory, and in the hearts of hiB people, to their joy and 
contentment." I 

1 I found thl. speech, as 1 have already .tated, in the very valuable col. 
lection of klng's pamphletl now depoalted In the Britiah Museum. Tbe 
e1Il!ct it produced, and the numeroUi abridgments of it taken at the time 
by difthrent memoers, (or the purpoae of circulation through the country, 
81 described by May, bave led to a curiou. confusion reopecting it. The 
yarying versions of the same speech have been treated as separate speechea 
by all the historians, col\ecton, and memorialists, except Lord Clarendon. 
I cannot account for the error in Rushworth's case (com~re vol. iii. p. 1131. 
of hll collection .. with viii. iv. p. 21.), save by the SUpJlO"ltion of the oecond 
rt!pOrt having been Inaerted by the publisher after the collector's deatb. 
The loose way in whicb it appears, thrown in as it were" in a lump II with 
the other speechea that CoIIow it, certainly favours thia sUPJlO"ition· wblch 
II strengthened by the circumstance of thi. very collection oC speeche .. In­
cluding the abridgment of Pym's speech in the April parliament, having 
been published in I~I as delivered in the long parliament, where .. many 
oC them, witb Pym'., belong to tbe previous meeting. Compare Rudyard's, 
Grimston' .. Ite. Thia would probabiy not be thought worth remarking on, 
were it not that it establishea Clarendon's accuracy on a point that haa been 
disputed, and i. important in reference to Pym himself. It i. nol" clear to 
me, as Clarendon states, that the first speecli delivered by thi. great states. 
man in the long parliament, was the speech In wbich he denounced Lord 
Straflbrd. It mark .. empbatically, the dlfthrence that was obvious in bl • 
.. teml"'r." 1 will subjOin, as a curiOlity, the naked outline which White. 
lock gIves of .. Pym on grievances; II aod upon Whleb it is to be observed, 
tbat, thQugh It is given In the mention of the opening proceeding. in the 
Jong parliament, Whitelock'. word. by no means imply a contradiction of 
the fact that it was delivered the parliament before. He says, .. many 
IJD8.rt 8~hes were made in the hoUle or commons touching g'rievance~ 
wbich Mr. Pym divided Into three beads." The fol\owing abotraet is then 
given in an isolated form -no mention of ita delivery, or the delivery of 
anT thing like it, having \,;;n made by the memorialist in his report oC the 
April parliament. 

"I. Agai1Ul prflli~e <lffJllTliament. II. ~ of ... ligirm. III. Li-
1Jerty of the subJ.ct.' "Onder the first bead were reckoned: - .. 1. Re­
MainifI(J th. member. of fJIITliamenl from opoakifI(J. 2. ForlJiddifI(J lIIe 
opeak ... 10 pul a pellion. 3. Jmpriooning dj.er. mtwiber,for matt .... done 
in fJIITlitJment. ... Btl proceeding. agGinslIllem III ... /'for. in inferior court,. 
5. EtJJohtin{l( tlre;r $ood belialliour and contfnUIJnce in pmo" eve" unto death. 
6. Abrupt dbll'lflhons of fJIITliammll." Under the second head, of religion, 
were mentioned: - 1. Tire """"".irm 0.( law, agaiml them of lire popilh 
religion L.1n ... and DBlh. wiU owl rellra." Ihem; III. pope diapemelh with 
aiL i. nuir place, of /nII1 ajtd __ in the ctnnmotlw.aUh. 3. Tlreir 
f.... T/lIOJ'1 to London and to lIIe court. to communical' their council. and 
t/nitlnI. 4. A. 1II"111uu1e a college in Romefor Ihe pope'. awt/wrlty .... Eng. 
'lana, 10 tAeg "allt: a nuncio Aere to ezt:CU1e U. IJ Under the innovations or 
religion were brought in : - "1. Main/enaRCe of popilh 1e1Iell, in books. 
_, and dilpuiel. !. Praetl"ce of popi." ceremonie. countenanced .... 11 
enjoined, a. alta ... , ."mage., crucijkel, and boro/ngs. 3. Di.couragemem of 
prole8tanl. by rigid prOleClllirm of Ihe .cruptllow, for Ihings ini/iffi?rtml • 
110 vice made of .0 t ... at til incmtformity. 4. EncroaeImrent of eccleritJlll. 
eat J"rildicllon: ( .) In./irthlg and impriBonifI(J witllout law: (2.) CIuJ1-
~ llleir JlWildiclimi 10 lie appropri"" 10 (/Ieir order, jure divino: 
(3.) Ciinlrlving .... d publ/8l1inJl new order. <If v/siIalion infarce, a. of cn~~ 
lire boId1U!u 0.( 6ishop" tmiJ all Ihelr ... 6ordinal. 'lffI«r. _ qfftcials" 
Under tbe thIrd bead, the grievancea; - "L JJg IonMge and 7JONndage 
_dulg "'k.... 2. Componlirmfor /mightluJotl. 3. The "nparalleled grief). 
a""" of Ih/p.mon"1l. 4. EnIltrgemenl of Ihe forells iJegond Ihe due bound •• 
5. Selling qf n,.;sa""". by ctnnpoundmg for them. 6. The commiuifmfor 
building. 1. :n.e commi88ion for depopultJlitml. 8. UntflN/foll miUlary 
charg •• , by WtWrtItJI of the ldng, lett ... , of the courrcU, and ord ... , of III. 

I 4 
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When Pym resumed his seat, the )dng's solicitor, 
Herbert, attempted. "with all imaginable address," to 
call off the attention of tile members from the im­
pression his extraordinary speech had made. - bu.t 
vainly. The deadly force of Pym's statements and 
reasoning. equalled only by the singular moderation of 
his tone, had diffused' through the house a deep and 
settled calm of determination. A committee was im­
mediately appointed to inquire into the violation of 
privilege by the speaker of the last house of commons, 
in refusing to put a question on the ground of prohibi. 
tion from the king; the proceedings in the star.cham. 
ber and king's bench respecting the imprisoned mem­
bers, and the deceased Eliot, were ordered to be called 
for by the speaker's warrant ; together with whatever 
proceedings had taken place in the exc:hequer-chamber, 
and any other courts, respecting ship-money. Sub­
sequently it was resolved that grievances should be 
considered before supply, and that conference on 
grievances should be desired by the lords. Pym and 
St. John were appointed managers of this conference­
t< Mr. Pym for the first, and to make an introducU.on 
to the whole business." 1 

Meaqwbile the house of lords, at the earnest and hu­
miliating entreaty of the king, had pa~d two resolu. 
tions, to the effect, that supply ought to have precedence 

. of grievances, and that the commons should be invited 
to a conference, in order to their being disposed thereto.2 

These tesolutions had just :passed, when Pym laid 
them before the house of commons as a gross breach of 
privilege. An address to the lords was, in consequence. 
agreed to and approved. <c and that Mr. Pym should go 

UetltI!MnI. q[ '''' cmmlie. IJIId their t/qIIlJeI. 9. EdrqlfIdIcItJl declaratlotu 
q[ .Jut!l/e., withOld "'"rIng coUJICU Dr arf(lltl/nll. 10. MOftopoiie, __ 
II4lICtd"" I". cotmeIItable. 1I1IIl./tU1i«, qf"" ",,_ required /0 lII.ill IIItm. 
11. TAe ,'ar·chtJmber courl. II!; The 1mW" etlieIIltrId praclamalionllalelg 
tud far mainlai"flll[ monopolie.. 13. 7Ie ambfti"", alld t:tJrrUpt '*"lnI 
preaclli. divine authority alld ablolute power In tin,. ta do tiIotaI tliiil 
i»Ul. 1'- The Intermluion of parillJmenll." Memorials, p. sa. 

I Pari. Hilt. ,,01. viii. p. 4G6. . 
• I LcmIa' Jolllllall, April, l6lO. -
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up to that bouse with iL" Pym inatantly proceeded to 
the lordat and the word. he uttered an, indeed, me­
morable : -" Your lord_ips have meddled with, aDei 
.bised ooncerning, both matter of supply and the tillle 
wben the ume should be made, aDd thi. before IIIldl 
1ime as &lte same was moved to your lordships by the 
common.. As a COUI'IIe fO'l the repair of this breach of 
privilege, the commons beg to suggest, &ltat your lord-
8hips lJould, in your wisdoms, find out, yourselves, 
lOme sort of reparation, and of prevention of the-like 
infringement for the·futn're. And the commons humbly 
desire, through me, to represent to yOll1' lordships, that, 
in ease your lordships have taken notice of any orders 
or proceedings of the commons, concerning religion, 
property, and privileges, aDd that they were to proceed 
to the supply, which they bave lOme Il&Use to conceive 
by these word.; 'That this being done, your lord­
ships would freely join with the commons in those three 
things ;' -for the avoiding all millllDderstandings between 
your lordships and the commons, for time to come, 
they desire your lordships hereafter to take no notice 01 
any thing wAich ,hall be debated by tile commons, untU 
Uaey ,Aall tAem8elfJU declare tile same unto your kwd,hit»; 
which the comtnons shall always observe towards your 
lotdshlps' proceedings, conceiving the contrary not to 
consist with the privileges of the hOllse.'· I 

Some few short years before, such an assertion of 
power and privilege as this would have seemed mon. 
.trons ; for it implies, it 1ril1 be observed that 
even upon the king'. information and authority, their 
lordships were not ever to touch upoa the proceedings 
of the commons. But the reader wbo has observed the 
eourse pursued by Pym and bis associates, in Jameia 
parliaments of 1614- and 1620, as detailed in these 
pages, and reflects how deeply the principles then in .. 
aisted on must have subk, during the mcoeeding twenty 
years, ibto the minds of the people, and what a couse­
Cluent vigour and diffusion had been given to the demo-

I Old PatL Hilt-vol. vliL 1'> U5. 
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cratic principle - his surprise at Pym's tone will cease.' 
How much more flagrantly absurd is the appearance 
which Charles's pretensions assume! ' 

On Pym's return to the house, he was thanked" for, 
the good service he did them 1 ; OJ and the original con_ 
ference appointed with the lords was directed to pro­
ceed. Pym and St. John, on the part of the commons,. 
persisted in claiming precedence for redress of griev_ 
ances; but the dispute was interrupted, in this stage .. 
by It message from Charles, demanding an immediate 
answer whether he was to have supply or not; and 
followed by a proposition from the elder Vane, now 
secretary of state, as well as treasurer of the household, 
that the king would give up his right to ship_money, in 
consideration of a grant of twelve subsidies, payable in 
three years. Strenuous debates arose on this proposi­
tion. Pym and Hampden, backed by the more fear_ 
less patriots, objected, not only that the sum was too 
great, but that such a transaction would recognize the 
legality of ship_money. The court party, seconded by 
'Hyde and the trimmers, urged the advantage of closing 
with the offer. The debates .lasted two days. On the 
second day, after the house had sat from eight in the 
morning till five in the afternoon, debating two antago­
nist resolutions, from Hampden and Hyde, the latter 
proposing to grant a supply "without naming the 
amount," -Vane told the house distinctly that the king 
would accept nothing short of his original demand in 
amount and manner; and an instant alljou:mment was 
the consequence. At an early hour on the following 
morning, the parliameut was dissolved. 

Clarendon has ascribed this dissolution to the perfidy 
of Vane, and asserts that Charles himself repented of 
the act the instant after it was performed. But the 
king's solicitor, Herbert, is not accused of perfidy, and 
Clarendon admits that he seconded Vane's statement, 
while all the other privy counsellors present sanctioned 
it in silence. The truth is, that the noble historian 

I Old Part Hilt. yol, Yiil. p. 455. 
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wishes to make it appear that the house would have 
favoured hi. proposal in the end; wbereas Vane inter­
preted the temper and disposition of the members far 
more truly.l Neither Laud nor his biographer have 
accused Vane; secretary Windebanke declared at the 
time, that though the di880hltion was "a very great dis­
aster," tbere was" no other way2 j" and finally, the king 
himself has thoroughly repudiated the <r case II bis noble 
advocate strives to make out, by one of his own accus­
tomed and deliberate acts of imbecile rage and madnes •• 
Some days after the diBBOlution, he consigned Mr. Crew, 
the chairman of the committee for religion, to the Tower; . 
because that high-spirited gentleman "refused to sur-

I I lubjoin a passage from a historian who equally admireo both Claren_ 
don and the klnR, and which seemllo me 10 set the question at real. Carte 
In hia General HlltOry, vol iv. p. 281, 282., .. y.:_" }"rom the part Vane 
acted loon after, he wu 8UpJOed to have given thote alluraneet witb as 
much malice al fa1oebood, in order to throw all into conl\alion; either out 
or diaaftl!ctlon to hia majesty, or a mortal hatred to the earl or Straflbrd. 
who bad opposed hia promotion, (Jlfd ....",. ruin "'III tMfa profrctiR/l. 
There was no guessing at the motives of Herbert'. conduct: and thourn 
bll views were di~rent from Vane'., thl!fl both Joined ill r.pre.enU..,. the 
general humour tmd di,~cti01l 0/ tli. "0_ to be 10 fJ/Olmt, tllat if the 
member. c/lme tog.ther /lgain, thl!fl would pa18 lUcia a .ot. agam.t ./alp­
"""'I!fI, III would 61111t that rt!1Ifmue tmd other w/llICIIe. <if lAc receipt. Tlie 
noble historian from whom this relation i. taken, and who bore 10 conli_ 
derable a part in the debale, leemo to have thought this representation ell­
aggerated: hit U _ "",U De qlllUli_d, wlaetller It" ctmtlour 11114 la __ 
able opilli01l qf 10m' perIOIII, Vlith whom he un"'/lrilv concurred In mllIIV qf 
IIteir melllUTel, and wh .... dark deligfu he Alld flot ,I,t dioco".,.td, did fI(JI 
IliIu lai.Judpent: and there wao certainly a great failure at least of hlo 
memory in the accounto he gives of the debates, as If they had taken up 
two cia,... whereas wbat he •• yo of them palled only on tbe second day 
(Monday), when the propoul or twelve lub.ldies wao made. and embar_ 
rassed thequcotion. On Saturday, the debate could only tum on the single 
point, whether a supply ohould or should not be granted. 1/ tit" '{"1',tioll 
""" not IItm put, it mUll be imputed to the .trens'" qf the parlv wh.ch 111/11 
.for poolpotlift/l 1Ac"qrp/g till II/Ier lAc red .... qf Jlrievancc., and had the 
day before, by aml\iorlty of 257 to Its, rejected tbelordo' desire ofa present 
conference, because they would not be diverted trom prosecuting the bUli­
nell of .hip-money. Wboever lIkewise conliderl the whole tenour of pro. 
ceedingo in thlo parliament, and compares them with thOle of the dis­
a1IIocted fartion in the former parliamento of thi. reign. after which it 
~Ied. and observes that a day for the judicial hearing of the caUIe of 
Ihlp-money, in order to repeal the lentence of the judges, bad been ap­
pointed without any appearance of an oppooition, and wao actually come. 
will be apt to think it not ill founded. - • Hil mtJje.tg could _Tee 
enterlaln 6ell8r hope" or t'!l""". dij/iJnnt mea ........ .from /In ,."nn6lv. ",/tole 
proceeding. wert cltlf:llv dwecled IJv Pgm and H/lmpden; two whole dayo 
apent in debatea, without cominll' to a conclusion, or putting a question, 
mowed lulllciently an indiapooltion to ,rant a supply: all appearanceo 
c:ountenanced the luggeotion or these terrible votes about ,hlp-lnoney, and 
otber branch .. of tbe revenue. wbicb would have been the utter fUm or 
bls majesty .. alllll." 

, See tbe ClarelldOil State Papen. vol. II. p. 86. 
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render eertaln petitions tbat bad beeR entr1lsted to bim, 
when their disclosure would have abandoned many cIeri­
ClIIl petitimIers to the vengeance of tlleir lIletrepo1itllD. 
T1t'oother mem1Jen, sir John Hotbam and Mr. Bell_, 
were also committed for refu8lDg to disclose to tile 
.coullcil what bad passed in parliament. And tbese 
pl'OCeedings were appropriately .. ound up by the i8S'lle 
of a declaration of reasons for tbe dilsGlutien, in which, 
among other netable matlers;, Pym, Hampden, St. John, 
aDd the rest, are tbUll described: .. The ill.afFected. 
members of tbe house of commons, instead of aa hum­
ble and dutifuJ. way of presenting their grievauces 10 bia 
majesty, have taken upon them to be the guiders and 
directors in all matters tbat concern bis majesty's go­
nrnment, both temporal and ecclesiastical j and (all if 
kinglJ were booM to give aR IJCcount of their regallJCtionlJ, 
aM of their manner of government, to their IlUbjectlJ aIJ­

lJemblerl in parliament) they bave, in a very audacious and 
insolent way, entered into examination and censuring of 
the present government, ~uced his majesty's admi • 

. nistration of justice, and rendered, as mucb as in them 
. lay, odious to tbe rest of bis majesty's .ubjects, not only 

the officers and ministers of .tate, but even his majesty's 
very government." 

On the occasion of thia dissolution there was no 
vi~lence. no protest, no show of resistance in the 
smalleat degree, on the part of the common.. Every 
thing was deep, aettled, calm: if there was a ru1Re on 
the Burface, it was one of joy. Hitherto the faces of 
sagacious men had darkened at a parliament's dis­
solution, but they were serene and smiling now. c< It 
was observed," says Clarendon, Ie that in the counte. 
nances of those who had most oppoaed all that was 
desired by his majesty, there was a marvellous aerenity; 
nor could they conceal the joy of their hearts, for they 
knew enough of what was to come to conclude that 
the king would be shortly compelled to call another 
parliament. Within an hour after the diBBOlving, Mr. 
Hyde met Mr. Sain~ John, who bad naturally a great 
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cloud in Ilia face, ead"fFf aeldoot was kaown to amile, 
but then had a most cheerful aspect; and .eeing the 
other melancholic. as in tnlth he was from bia heart, 
JIIIbd him. what troubled him? who alltlwered, that 
the aame that troubled him, he beHe¥ed, troubled mOllt 
~ men: that in 8UCh a time of eonmsiOJl, eo wise a 
parliament, wInch alone could ha\<e Alund remedy for 
it, was 10 UJIIIeaaonab1y diamine4: the Gtber answered, 
with a little warmth, 'that all wu U1e1l; and tJaat it 
fIIWt 6e "'ONe, befere U could 6e better; aad that this 
parliament llOuld DelVer llaT!! done what was necesaary 
to be deue.''' 

The reflection of the joy wbieta thus lighted up the 
countenance.of St. John, exhibited itself in the short­
sighted multitude in the forma of turbulence and 
insurrection; and Clarendon takes the opportunity of 
observing that a general impression prevailed, that wch 
a set of sober and dispassionate men, or fewer who 
brought ill purposes with them, as had gone to the 
formation· of the house just dissolved, would never 
meet in parliament again. This is simply one of 
Clarendon's thousand attefppts to mislead the judgment. 
A comparison of the lists of the parliaments of April 
and November 1, will at once con't'ince the reader that 
the so terrible chaoge for the court, W~B in the times, 
and not the men. 

From the instant of the dissolution, Pym's exertions 
were truly extraordinary. The party, and the purposes 
of the party, were now to be organised for the last time. 
t< Mr. Pym," says Clarendon, "continued after the un­
happy dissolution for the most part about London, in 
converaation and great repute amongst those lords who 
were most strangers to the court, and were believed 
most averse to it; in whom he improved all imaginable 
jealousies and discontents towards the stste." There is 
no doubt that a close correspondence with the Scotch 
commiSBioners, was now entered into, under the ma­
nagement of himself and Hampden; and two pl&eell. 

I In Nallon, tbe Old Par1lamemar,. HlaIIory,or Ruabwortb. 
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Broughton Castle, in Oxfordshire, the seat of lord Say 1, 
and Fawsley, in Northamptonshire, the bouse of Sir 
Richard Knightley (whose son bad married Hampden'. 
daughter) - were, from their position with reference 
to the North Road, and their easy distance from Lon_ 
don, fixed upon for the purposes of frequent consult­
ation.2 Pym, Hampden, and St. John, with lords Say 
and Brook, and, somewhat later in the year, the earla 
of Bedford, Warwick, and Essex, lord Holland, Na­
thaniel Fiennes, and young Vane, here' held their meet­
ings; and a private press, which sir Richard Knightley's 
father had established at Fawsley, was brought into 
constant requisition. Whenever, on the other hand, ne­
cessity obliged the meetings to be held in London, they 
took l'lace at Pym's -house in Gray's Inn Lane, from 
whence various reporta were instantly communicated to 
the chief places in the country.a 

Meanwhile the disastrous war with Scotland was 
dragging the king daily, as Pym had foretold, to the 
feet of his subjects. Not a day now passed over the 
heads of the court party, without accumulating upon 
them some fresh evidences of weakness or dishonour. 
The melancholy part which Strafford was forced to 
play, has been already told. In the midst of their 
worst distresses, when Charles had been driven back to 
York after the disgraceful affair of Newbourne, and 

- '" It W81 much oboerved," 1&11 Echard, .. that in the Lord Say', bOUle 
there wu a particular room and a paaoage to It, wbicb bi. servants were 
Dot permitted to come near' and wben the company wu complete, areat 
DOile and talking. were usually beard amongst them, to the admiration of 
those who Jived in the houae, who could not lee or discover the penon. 
tbemaelve .. " 

• Some have been found to charge dangeroua conaultation .. yean bef'ore 
this date, upon the lAme JIIacea. In a pamphlet (part 13. of No. 113. of King'. 
Pampblets), entitled, "'the EIIgliih Pope," J!UbUihed on lit of July, 1643 
(from M8. note), I lind the following (p. 39.») "It ill reported, that the 
lord Digby of late, being at Mr. Knigbtley'. hOUle in Northampton.hire, in 
a parlour there, whilst bill IOU Idlers were buaily _rebing. and plundering, 
and riSing other room... hee amote hla hand upon the table, and IWore, 
• that that wu the table whereat all theae civil wars bad been plotted at 
leut a dNen yearet before.' It ihould eeem N,., Pym bad aojourned lOme 
time in that bollSt', and that wal aulBcient for an mCerence that the ne.t of 
anabaptists had been there too, and that that neat had ltudied aomethlng, 
wbich neither our king', cabinet couneeUora, nor the Juntos of ltal, or 
Spalne, could make defea8ible." 
, I WiDdebuIke'l letter In tb~ -.l .. olume cl Clarendon', State Papers. 
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when, as Laud expresses it, the king's counaellors were 
" at the wall I ,.. secretary Windebanke wrote to inform 
them of the frequent assemblage in London and else­
where of certain persons of quality, mentioning Pym, 
Hampden, lords Say, Russel, and Brook, who, he said, 
had prevailed with some lords to join them, "that had 
been observed not to be very well contented at the time; 
namely, the earles of EBBex, Warwick, and Bedford." 
These meetings, Windebanke added, were much appre­
hended to be "for BOme dangerous practice or intelli­
gence with the rebels of Scotland." In Charles's worst 
moments of terror and alarm, he could not divest him_ 
self of bis habits of deceit and perfidy. He now 
thought to avert the danger closing round him, by im­
posing on his people something of the show of a parlia­
ment, which should induce them to give what every 
arbitrary expedient had again failed in procuring, and 
disarm the popular leaders of their resources. Accord­
ingly, upon a precedent of Edward IlL's time, he 
summoned to York a "council of peers." 'While his 
people, under the guidance of Pym and Hampden, were 
advancing with giant strides into the just aud responsi­
ble governments of the future, this imbecile man pro­
posed to BBtisfy them by crawling back into precedents 
of the barbarous times of England! 

As BOOn as this measure was made public, Pym saw 
that his work was accomplished. He prepared a peti­
tion for a parliament; placed, with their consent, the 
names of Bedford, Hertford, Essex, and Warwick, at 
its head; and, with Hampden and St. John, repaired 
to York. 2 Eight more signatures were here obtained 
from the peers then aBBembled, and the petition was pre­
sented to the king. Bedford and Hertford, being called 

I HardwJeke, State Papen, vol. IL p. 168. ' 
I " At the !Arne time, If .Y. Clarendon, "lOUIe lordl from London (of 

known and sinee published aftctioDl to that invasion), attended his m.,jesty 
at York with a petition, alped by otllen, eJaht or ten in the wbole. whO 
were craftily penuadea btl tile leiger. tMre, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden. and 
IIIr. Saillt John. to concur in it, being full of duty and modesty enough, 
without considering, that nothing else at that time could have done mi .. 
chief; and 80 su&red themselv .. to be made Inltruments towards thole 
ends, which in truth they abhorred." Clarendon, vol i. p. 259. 
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to a eonfereDce with die committee of ltate on the sub­
Ject, declared boldly, that they acted, not for themselves 
&lone, but in trust for" many other noblemen, and 
most of the gentry in 'Several parts of tbe kingdom." 
A second petition waa forwarded to the committee im­
mediately after, from the bands of Pym;, also praying 
for a parliament, and subscribed by 10,000 citizens of 
London. 1 Other petitions from different quarters, but 
with the same prayer, reached York at the same mo­
ment; and the king, hunted thmugh all his father's 
shifts and expedients of " kingcraft," i88Ued writs for 
a new parliament on the 3d of November. 

And now again, without the pause of an instant, 
Pym and Hampden were seen in the discharge of their 
great duty, as chiefs and advisers of the people. It is 
stated in several books of the time, and repeated by 
many of the bistorians', that between the interval of 
the i88Ue of the writs and the elections, they rode through 
every county in England, urging the electors to tbeir 
duty. Warwick, Brook, and Bedford, lord Kimbolton 
(the earl of Mancbester's son), 'Fiennes (lord Say'l se­
cond son), and the younger Vane, exerted tbemselves, 
meanwhile, in their respective districts; and Warwick 
soon wrote to bis Essex friends from York, so recently 
the head-quarters of the king, that" the game ,was weD 
begun." Tbe party of the king were not lesa active, 
but they were leIS succeBBful. 

In the opinion of the great malS of the people Pym 
was the author of this parliament 3_ by the common con­
sent of all he Was to be placed in the position of its leader. 

I The lord mayor bad been implored to au..,... dll. petitiOD, but no­
ftJJecJ. 

, Echard; Carte; Warwick; Anthon,. Wood. 
• I Bud tbis in a OUriOUI pampblet of the time, ",bleb 1 .... not able to 

dlocover in the klns'. colleetlon, but which I purchaaed from Mr. Rodel or 
Newport Street, to whooe InlcUlaence and IlberaUty 10 man), bl*torical col. 
leeton bave to conreu their obligatlonL The pampblet iI a petition lent 
up to the kins by large numben of the common people, M the time 01 biI 
attempted imPelehment for bigh treason; and amon, alllWl!l'll to tbe kin'" 
charI"" apilllt Pyiu, contalna the foI1oWlIIII : -" In the flftb article, he b 
imPeACbed -' that he bath traiteroualylndenoured to .ub.vert the r\ilbta 
and very bein, of parllamenta.' To tbil we ma)' _er with peat faclUtle, 
.e...,tltldWJ_ ,.., t/lil ptlf'1i_ .... ~ and it _ 
,.ery incongruuus that be .bould Iub.vert the _" _ 
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Preparing himself for that great oiBce, he weD 
bew that the highest duty of his lite, and the most 
fatal, there awaited him. He was to keep his old ap­
peintment with Wentworth, now the earl of Strafford. 
Any allusion to this illustrious man has been hitherto 
avoided as much as possible, since a large portion of 
the second 't'olume of this work was devoted to 
an analysis of his character MId actions; and little 
allusion will even now be Deceaury, tor those who have 
had that analysis before them. Pym judged Went­
worth's eoune as a minister too truly, wben, on the 
occasion of their separation twelve years before, he bad 
threatened him with a TisiGnIl'Y doom. The twelve 
years had realised one of the greatest genuises for des­
potic government that the world has bOWD; but they 
had also atreagthened, with 111 almOst superhuman 
power of popular resistanC!!, the mind of Pym. Went_ 
worth bi .. se1t had received occasional very ominous proofs 
of this, and BOme cOrreapoDdeoee passed concerning it 
between himself and the king; but Pym's silence re­
specting tile minister in bis famous speech of the pre­
~ng April, instead of seeming most ominous of all, 
had driven back for a time the fear of danger. The 
conduct of the great opposition leader, however, after 
the dissolution, recalled Strafford's worst apprehen_ 
sions; and on the disastrous failure of hi8 Scotch ex­
pedition, he prayed the king to be allowed to return to 
bis Irish government. But the genius of Strafford was 
the king'slast and only hope; and, pledging a .. royal 
word" that not "a hair of bi. head" should be 
touched by the parliament, the king ordered his minis­
ter's presence in London. Charles himself knew not 
80 well as Pym how much Strafford's genius was indeed 
his last resource. And how much less did he know 
that while he pledged his word for Strafford's safety, 
a few weightier words, lingering yet in the mind of 
Pym, would bring to the pe6ple'8 service the Tower and 
the Block, and break, in one short instant, that spell of 
arbitrary power with which he and his tather, and the 

VOL. Ill. II: 
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worst ministers of both, had been for upwards of 
thirty years struggling to subdue the rising liberties! 
In the death of Strafford, Pym saw that the prestige of 
royalty, which· had hitherto in Charles·s worst ex­
tremities availed 80 much, would be utterly overthrown. 

On the 3d of November the long parliament met.­
There are few well-informed students of English history 
who, with a fearless and frank admission of the errors 
of this illustrious assembly, do not pause with emotion 
at the mention of its name; mindful that there is 
scarcely a privilege of good alld safe government now (tn­
joyed by the common people of England that does not 
justly date from its commencement. The day that wit­
nessed that commencement was a bright day. for every 
one in England, save the ministers and apologists for 
tyranny. H It had a sad and melancholic aspect," says 
lord Clarendon, "upon the first entrance, which pre_ 
saged some unusual and unnatural events. The king 
himself did not ride with his accustomed equipage nor 
in his usual mllJesty to Westminster, but went privately 
in his barge to the parliament stairs, and after to the 
church, as if it had been to a return of· a prorogued 
or adjourned parliament. And there was likewise an 
untoward, and in truth an unheard-of accident, which 
broke many of the king's measures, end infinitely dis­
ordered his service beyond a capacity of reparation. 
From the time the calling a parliament was resolved 
upon, the king designed sir Thomas Gardiner, who was 
recorder of London, to be speaker in the house of com­
mons, a man of gravity and quickness, that had some­
what of authority and gracefulness in his person and 
presence, and in all respects equal to the service. There 
was little doubt but that he would be chosen to serve in 
one of the four places for the city of London, which 
had very rarely rejected their recorder upon that occa­
sion; and lest that should fail, diligence was used in 
one or two other places that he might be elected. But 
the opposition was so great and the faction so strong 
to hinder his being elected in the city, that four 
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otHers. were chosen for that service, withol,lt bardly men­
tioning' his name; nor was there less industry Ulled to 
prevent his being chosen in other places." This inci_ 
dent was indeed an omen of ill promise for the court. 
It was in that day the invariable usage to select a speaker 
on the king's private recommendation; yet on this occa­
sion, without the smallest appearanee of discourtesy, 
the slavish usage, by means of the admirable organis­
ation of the popular party, was warded off. The king, 
taken by surprise, and obliged to name another member 
hastily, recommended LenthaIl, then only known as a 
practising barrister. 

The members assembled in great crowds to hear the 
king's speech. All the chief leaders of the commons 
were there; Pym (who had again been returned, with 
lord William Russel, for Tavistock), Hampden (who 
sat for Buckinghamshire), St. John, Denzil Holles, 
Nathaniel Fienne~, the younger Vane; and, still acting 
with the people, lord Digby (the fantastically chivalrous 
son of the earl of Bristol), lord Falkland, and Edward 
Hyde. The chief popular peers were present also; 
Francis Russel, earl of Bedford (between whom and 
Pym there had been the friendship and mutual counsel 

• of a life); William Fiennes and Robert Greville; 
lords Say and Brooke; Robert Devereux, earl of Essex; 
the brothers Henry and Robert Rich, earls of Holland 
and 'Warwick; and Edward Montagu, lord Kimbolton, 
son of· the earl of Manchester. Upon the faces of 
almost all these men, Clarendon says, there was a 
"marvellous elated" expression, and he proceeds to 
remark of the members of the commons, that "the 
same men who six months before were observed to be 
of very moderate tempers, and to wish that gentle 
remedies might be applied, without opening the wound 
too wide, and exposing it to the air, and rather to cure 
what was amiss than too strictly to make inquisitioD 
into the causes and original of the malady, talked now in 
another dialect both of things and persons." The truth 
was, that as Mr. Hyde, was returning from the house of 

K2 
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lords through Westminster, he fell into conversation 
with Pym, and that bold statesman, sounding Hyde 
with some distrust of his honesty, cared no longer to 
conceal his own prospects or his temper. The anecdote 
is worth giving in the words of one of the parties. 

« Mr. Hyde, who was returned to serve for a borough 
in Cornwall, met Mr. Pym in Westminster Hall, and con. 
ferring together upon the state of affilirs, the other- told 
Mr. Hyde, 'that they mtut ftOfD be ofrmotlter temper thaa 
IAeg were the ltut parliamtmt; that they must not only 
sweep the house clean below, but must pull down aU the 
cobweba which hung in the top and OIW7&er8, that they 
might not breed dult, and 80 make a foul boule here­
,qter; that they had now an opportunity to make their 
COWltry happy, by removing all grievances, . and pullmg 
ttl' the ecHI868 of them by the roo", JP ALL JIlEK WOULD 

DO THEIR DUTIES;' and uSPd much other sharp. dis. 
course to the same purpose: by which it was discern~ 
that the ~armest and boldest counsels and overtues 
would find a much better reception than those of a 
more temperate allay; which fell out accordingly." 

The ftJat week was devoted to tbe appointment of 
committees, and tbe recep~on of petitions. « Troops 
of hcwsemen," says Whitelock, "came from several 
counties with petitions for redress of grievances and 
exorpitancies in church and state." lOne or two sharp 
debates arose on the presentation of these petitions, but 
Pym took no share in them. On the lOth of November, 
lord Strafford arrived in London. 

On the 11th of November, Pym suddenly 2 rose in 
his place in the house of commons, stated tbat he had 
matter of the highest importance to lay before the house, 
and desired that the strangers' room should be cleared, 
the outer door of tbe house locked, and the keys laid 
upon the clerk's table. What followed this ominous 
announcement must be given chiefly in the words of one 
of the members present, aince the destmctibn of this 

I Whitelock', Memorial .. 
I Thilia Ruabwortb'. expras!OD-
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portion of the joumals hIB left us Without any other 
record of the momentous scene that passed. 

"Mr. Pym," says Clarendon, "in a long formed 
c1iseourae, lamented the miserable IIlate and condition of 
the kingdom, aggravated all the particulars which had 
been done amiss in the govemment, IB ' done and con. 
trived maliciously, and upon deliberation, to change the 
whole frkme, and to deprive the nation of all the liberty 
and property which WIB their birthright by the laws of 
the land; which were now no more consideted, ~ut sub­
jected to the arbitrary power of the privy council, which 
govemed the kingdom according to their will and 
pleasure; these calamities falling upon us in the reign 
of a pious and virtuous king, who loved his people, and 
was a great lover of justice: And thereupon enlarging 
in some specious commendation of the nature and good. 
Dess of the king, that he might wound him with less 
suspicion, he said, 'We must inquirefrom whatfountain 
tAeae Waters ofbitteme8sjlowetl: what persons they were 
who had so far insinuated themselves into his royal 
affections, as to be able to pervert his excellent judgment, 
to abuse his name, and wickedly apply his authority to 
countenance and support their own corrupt designs. 
Though he doubted there would be many found of this 
class, who had contributed their joint endeavours to 
bring this misery upon the nation; yet he believed 
tAere WaB one more Biunal in that administration than the 
'I'ut, being a man of great parts and contrivance, and of 
great industry to bring what Ae designed. to piUs ; a man, 
woo in the memory of mang pruent had Bate in tllat MuB8 
an earnest vindicator of the laws, and a most zealous 
aBB8rlor and champion for tAe libertiu of the people; but 
long Bince tumed apostate from thoB8 good affections, and, 
tJCOfJ'f'ding to tAe C'UBtom and nature of apostates, WaB 

lMoome the greatut enemy to tAe libertiu of Ais C(}untry, 
and tAe greatut promoter of tyranny, that any age Aa4 

. produced: And then he named c the EARL of STRAF-

FORD, lord lieutenant of Ireland, and lord president of 
the counell establiahed in York, for the northern parts 

It 8 
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of the kingdom; who: he ~d, 'had in both places, 
and in all other provinces wherein his service had been. 
used by the king, raised ample monuments of his tyran­
nical nature; and that he believed, if they took a short 
BUrVey of his actions and behaviour, they would find 
him the principal author and promoter of all those 
counsels which had exposed the kingdom to so much 
ruin:' and to this end instanced some high and im­
perious actions done by him in England and in Ire­
land, some proud and over confident expressions in 
discourse, and some passionate advices he had given in 
the most secret councils and debates of the affairs of 
stste; adding 80l'Il6 lighter pa88fJgu of hill vanity and 
amourll; that they who were not inflamed with anger and 
detutation against him for the former, might hat16 lUll 
ellteem and retJertmCe for hill prudence and dillCretion: 
and so concluded, 'that they would well consider how 
to provide a remedy proportionable to the disease, and 
to prevent the farther mischiefs they were to expect 
from the continuance of this great man's power and 
credit with the king, and his influence upon his coun­
sels: .. 

In this brief sketch, we may trace the outlines of 
Pym's speech on this great occasion, and it is a fresh 
proof of his extraor:dinary powers. But the resources 
of a profound understanding are as inexhaustible as 
the human heart itself. Variously adapting to his 
various hearers the eloquent austerity of bis invective, 
behold Strafford at one moment elevated to the alarm of 
every wise patriot, and in the next shrunk below the 
contempt of the meanest person present! Passion, 
prejudice, patriotism, every emotion that can· actuate 
the virtuous or the base, were called into existence by 
the orator. It may be to Pym's advantage or disad-

. vantage to stste this, but it was so. When he had 
ceased, there was but one flame raging through that 
great assembly, and the power of Strafford was blasted 
for ever. 

Meanwhile, as several members from every side of the 
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house were awelling the general outcry againat the 
acCUSl!d, a message arrived from the lords, 'desiring 
instant conference on a treaty with the Scots. Pym, at 
once suspecting that the extraordinary precautions which 
had just been taken respecting the exclusion of strangers, 
had given surprise and perhaps alarm in certain quarters, 
and that these messengers had, a very different object 
from their professed one, dispatched them quickly with 
an answer to decline the meeting, on the ground of 
very weighty and important business; and at the same 
moment gave" such advertisement to 8fYITUJ qf the forth, 
that that house might likewise be kept from rising, 
which would otherwise very much have broken their 
measures." I 

" In conclusion," proceeds Clarendon, .. after many 
hours of bitter inveighing, and ripping up the course 
of the earl of Strafford's life before his coming to court, 
and his actions after, it was moved, according to the 
secret resolution taken before, 'that he mi~ht be 
forthwith impeached of high treason;' which was 
no sooner mentioned, than it found an universal ap_ 
probation and consent from the whole house; nor was 
there, in aU the debate, one perlKm, [not even Mr. Hyde !] 
who offered to stop the torrent by any favourable tes­
timony concerning the earl's carriage, save only that 
the lord Falkland (who was very well known to be 
far from having any kindness for him h when the 
proposition was made for the present accusing him 
of high treason, modestly desired the house to consider 
, whether it would not suit better with the gravity 
of their proceedings, first to digest many of those 
particulars, which had been mentioned, by a com­
mittee, before they sent up to accuse him? declaring 
himself to be abundantly satisfied that there was 
enough to charge him:' which was very ingenuously 
and frankly answered by Mr. Pym, ' that such a 
delay might probably blast all their hopes, and put it 
out of their power to proceed farther than they had 

J Clarendon, ToL L P. 302. Rulhworth, voL 1 ... P. 43. 
x4 
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done already; that the earl's power and credit' with 
the king, and with all those who had most credit with 
the king or queen, was 80 great, that when he should 
come to know that 80 much of his wickedness was 
discovered, his own conscience would tell him what 
he' was to expect; and therefore he would undoubt.: 
edly procure the parliament to be dissolved, rather than 
undergo the justice of it, or take some other desperate 
eourse to preserve 'himself, though with the hazard of 
the kingdom's ruin: w~ereas, if they presently sent 
up ~ impeach him of high treason before the houlle sf 
peers, in the name and on the behalf of all the com_ 
mons of England, who where represented by tbem, 
the lords would be obliged in justice to commit him 
into safe custody, and 80 sequester him from resorting 
to counsel, or having access to his majesty: and then 
they should proceed against him in' the usus! form 
with all necessary expedition.' Theile reasons of the 
haste they made," continues Clarendon, "80 clearly de­
livered, gave that universal satisfaction, that, without 
farther considering tbe injustice and unreasonableness 
of it, they voted unanimously (for aught appeared to 
the contrary by any avowed contradiction), that they 
would forthwith send up to the lords, and accuse the 
earl of Strafford of high treason, and IIeveral other 
crimes and misdemeanors, and desire that hll might 
be presently sequestered from the council, and eom,· 
mitted to safe custody; and Mr. Pym was made choice 
of for the messenger to perform that office." • 

After an interval of f01ll" hours, passed by many 
persons outside with intense and various anxiety, the 
doors of the house of commons opened at last to give 
way to Pym, who, issuing forth at the head of upwards, 
of 800 representatives of the English people, proceeded to 
the house of lords, where" Mr. Pym, at the bar, and in 
the name of the lower house, and of all the commons 
of England, impeached Thomas, earl of Strafford, with 
the addition of all bis other titles, of high treason." I 

i CIaraDdoD'B Hilt. yoJ. L p. a15. 
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The earl W88 already in the hOWIe, acoording to Cla­
rendon,1 when Pym appeared at the bar; and was even 
prepared with evidence of a correapondence, between 
Pym and other popular leaders, and the Seoteh, supplied 
by the perfidy and forgery of lord Savile, on which he de­
signed at that 'Very instant to accuse them of treason. 
According to the lively and graphic narrative of Baillie, 
however, Strafford had not yet entered the house with 
tbia view; but, after Pym'. sudden appearance, the 
earl's is thus described: "The lords began to consult 
on that strange and unexpected motion. The word 
goes in haste to the lord lieutenant, where he W88 with 
the king; with speed he comes to the house; he calli 
f"I.Ulely at the door; James Maxwell, keeper of the black 
rod, opens; his lordship, with a proud glooming count .. 
ftaDCe, makes toward his place at the board-head. But 
at once many bid him void the house; so he is forced, 
in confusion,. to go to the door till he was called. After 
consultation, being called in, he stands, but is commanded 
to kneel, and on his knees to hear the sentence. Be­
ing on his knees, he is delivered to the keeper of the 
black rod, to be prisoner till he was cleared of those 
crimes the house of commons had charged him with. 
He offered to speak, but was commanded to be gone. 
without a word. In the outer room, James Maxwell 
required him, as prisoner, to deliver his sword. 'When 
he had got it, he cries with a loud voice for his man, 
to carry my lord lieutenant's sword. This ,done, he 
makes through a number of people, towards his coaeb, 
all g~, no man capping to him btifore whom that 
morning the great88t of England would 'hatle ,tood du­
t;(JV61'ed. Coming to the place where he expected his 
coach, it was not there; so be behov~ to return that 

I .. It ... u about three of tbe clock In the altern""';, wben. the earl or 
Stralfbrd (being inftrm, and not well disposed in his bealth, and 10 not 
baving IUrred out or bls hoUle that morning); bearing that both bo ...... 
still oat, thought fit to go thither. It was believed by lome (upon what 
ground wu never clear enough) that be made that haste then to accule 
the lord Say and lOme othen. of ha,ing Induced the Scot. to Invade tbe 
kingdom: but be waa lCaree entered inlo the bouse of peen, when the 
message from tbe boUle of commoDl waa called In.'' Hiltory •• pI. I. p. 360. 
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same way, through a world of gazing people. When at 
last he had found his coach, and was entering, James 
Maxwell told him, 'Your lordship is my prisoner, and 
muat go in my coach: and so he behoved to do. For 
BOme days too many went to visit him: but since, 
the parliament hath commanded his keeping to be 
straiter." 1 

The result proved this to have been what Pym anti­
cipated, the masterstroke of the time. In whatever 
view, or with whatever sense, it is regarded, whether 
of regret or admiration, it cannot be denied to have been, 
in its practical results, the greatelft achievement of this 
great age of statesmanship. It struck instant terror 
into every quarter of the court, and left the king, for a 
time, powerless and alone. 

Every resolution of the house of commons, from the 
hour of Strafford's impeachment,took the shape of action. 
Every discussion ended in something done. Monopolists 
and patentees were at once declared incapable of serving 
in the bouse j the tax of ship-money, and the proceed­
ings in Hampden's case, were declared subversive of 
property, of the laws, of the resolutions of former par­
liaments, and the petition of rights j the new church 
canons issued by Laud, were condemned j and, on the 
11th December, the London petition against the pre­
lates and prelacy, signed by 15,000 citizens, and praying 

, that that episcopal government, with all its dependencies, 
" roots and. branches," might be abolished, was received 
in ominous silence by the house. 

" William, lord archbishop of Canterbury," was then, 
on the motion of Pym, accused of high treason j and 
Denzil Holies carried up the accusation to the house of 
lords.2 The Scotch commissioners denounced him at tbe 
same time as an "incendiary in the national differences;" 

. and, after ten weeks' confinement in the house of tbe 
naher of the black rod, the tower received Laud also. 

J Baillie'. Lette~ voL L p. 217. 
. • Whitelock I&)'IID his Memorials (p. 89.), that P,m carried it up I but 
tbis is an error. See Journals. 
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Infonnations were now lodged against Wren, bishop 
of Ely, for oppression and idolatry; and against Pierce, 
bishop of Bath and Wells, for corruption of religion; 
and those prelates were ordered to give large securities 
that they would abide the judgment of parliament. 
Impeachments of treason were next prepared against 
secretary Windebanke and lord keeper Finch. Winde_ 
banke escaped to France, and Finch fled to Holland. 

"So that," aays Clarendon, "within lesa than six 
weeks, for no more time was yet elapsed, these TER­

RIBLE UFOBIIEBB had caUlled the two greatest coun. 
sellors of the kingdom, and whom they most feared, 
and so hated, to be removed from the king, and im­
prisoned, under an accusation of high treason; and 
frighted away the lord keeper of the great seal of Eng­
land, and one of the principal secretaries of state, into 
foreign kingdoms, for fear of the like; besides the pre­
paring all the lords of the council, and very many of 

, the principal gentlemen throughout England, who had 
been high sheriffs, and deputy lieutenants, to expect 
such measure of punishment, from their general votes 
and resolutions, as tlleir future demeanour should draw 
npon them for their past offences. l 

These gentlemen had no cause, except in their own 
consciences, to tremble. The leaders of this great 
parliament sought a severe, but a' just atonement. They 
struck down the chief abettors of tyranny i'n the king­
dom, but pardoned its miserable agents. Their terrible 
inquisition passed over the various sheriffs who had lent 
tIleir influence to the enforeement of ship-money, while 
it fixed itself on the servile judges who had prostituted 
the laws to its support. Bramstone, Davenport, Berke­
ley, Crawley, Trevor, and Weston, were obliged to 
give securities in enormous sums that they would abide 
tile judgment of parliament 2; while sir Robert 
Berkeley, as the principal supporter of the iniquitous 

I Hilt. of the Rebellion, 1'01. I. p. 811. 
2 The old clause, qwmtdiu •• ~ ge.m-fnl WBI a110 restored, In plaoe or 

the durvmt. ~ pJoeUo. See Old ParL Hlat. vol. Ix. p.lI08. 
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tax, was impeached of treason, publii:ly arrested in the 
King's Bench court, .. taken from off the \ench where 
be .. te, and carried away to prison, which struck a 
great terror in the rest of his bretbren then sitting in 
Westminster Hall, and in all his profession." 1 

The speech which led to this latter startling step was 
delivered in the house of co~mons on the 2d of De_ 
cember, and there is every reason to believe by Pym. 
It appears in pamphlets of the time without the 
speaker's name; but in Cromwell's parliament of 1650, 
sir Robert Goodwin brougbt forward a precedent which, 
he said, "was urged by John Pym in the long par­
liament," and the only resemblance to which is in the 
speecb alluded to. 2 Some passages, indeed, at the 
commencement would seem to discountenance this sup­
position of authorship, but the general tone and man­
ner are, empbatically, those of the long parliament's 
most famous orator. In the sustained eloquence, the 
practical wisdom, the singular weigbt, gnvity, and' 
precision of language, and the careful protest it records 
against the basty judgments of posterity, we feel tbe 
voice of Pym. Some passages are too remarkable to be 
omitted bere. After a comparison of the body politic 
with the body natural - a favourite parallel with Pym 
- he thus proceeds:-

.. Thil commonwealth is, Mr. Speaker, or should be, 
but one body; this house the great pbysician of all 
our maladies. But, alas I Sir, of what afflicted 
part shall we poor patients complain first? Or rather 
of what shall we not complain? Are we not beart­
sick? Is there in UB that wbich God requires­
unity, purity, \lnd singularity of heart? Nay, is not 
religion, the BOul of this body, BO miserably distracted, 
that (I speak it not witbout terror) 'tis to be feared 
there is more confusion of religion amongst us, than 
there was of tongues at the subversion of Babel? 

1 Whitelock'. MemOrials. p. 89. ' 
• See Burton '0 Diary (10 admirably edited by that IDtelIl...,t, ac:com· 

pU.bed. and long devoted friend to Ibe popular callie, Mr. Jobll Towill 
-Butt). voL iii. p. 1110. 
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.And is it not then high time that we 1lDdentand one 
another, that we be reduced to one faith, one govern_ 
ment? Sir, is the head whole-the seat of government 
and justice, the fountain from whose Iweet inftuence 
all the inferior members of this body should receive both 
vigour and motion? Nay, hath not rather a general 
apoplexy, or pslsy, taken or shaken all our members? 
.Are not lOme dead; others buried quick; lOme dis­
membered; all disordered bg tAe diver8itm of the courH 
of ju,tice j/ Is the liver, nature's -exchequer, open, 
from whose free distribution each limb may receive 
bis proper nutriment? or, rather, is it not wholly ob­
structed - our property taken from us? May it not 
justly be said of us, 

SIc Vot nOD vOOi. fertia Aratra P" 

The hard destiny which, for 80 many years, had at­
tended upon labour, is now described with a noble 
pathos; and those views respecting church government 
are stated, which are ascribed, with the greateat 
justice, to Pym. 

" Our anCtJltor, drank tAe juice of their own tJinu, 
reaped and eat the fruU of their own hartJeBt; but_ 
tAe poor man', plough gOlJ8 to furrow tAe leal, to build 
,hips! 'Ve labour, not for ourselves, bnt to feed the 
excrescions of nature-things grown up out of the ruins 
of the natural members -monopoli,ts! Sir, these are 
maxima citalia-religion, justice, property-the heart, 
the head, the liver of this great body; and these being 
80 distempered or obstructed, can the subordinate 
parts be free? The truth is, all is 80 far out of 
frame, that to lay open every particular grievance were 
to drive us into despair of a cure: in 80 great confusion, 
where to begin first requires not much less care than 
what to apply. Mr. Speaker, I know 'tis a right motion 
to begin with setting God's house in order first. Who. 
ever presses that moves with such advantage, that he is 
sure no man will gainsay him. 'Tis a well becoming 
zeal to prefer religion before our own affairs; and in­
deed 'til a duty not to be omitted, where they are in equal 
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danger; but in curu of the body politic or natural, we 
must prefer the moat pre8sing 63Jigtmeiea. Physicians 
know that consumptions, dropsies, and such like linger­
ing diseases, are more mortal, more difficult to cure, 
than slight external wounds; yet if the least vein be cut, 
they must neglect their greater cures to stop that; which, 
if neglected, must needs exhaust the stock of nature, 
and produce a dissolution of the whole man. A defection 
from the duties of our religion is a consumption to any 
state: no foundation is firm that is not laid in Christ. 
The denial of juatice, the abridgment of our libtJrtie8, are 
mch an obatruction aa renders the oommonwealth Ie­
proua; but the wounda in our property let out the life 
blood of the people. The reformation of church govern­
ment must necessarily be a work of much time; and, 
God be thanked, the disease is not desperate. We 8IJttle 
one God, we believe in one Christ, and we all acknow­
ledge and profus one gospel. The stop of justice can 
yet injure but particulars. 'Tis true, there may be 
many, too many, instances of strange oppressions, great 
oppressors, but 'twill be hard to judge the conclusion: 
et sic de cceteris. But take from us the property of our 
estates, our subsistence, we are no more a people: this 
is that vein which hath been so deep cut, so far ex_ 
hausted, that to preserve our being we must, doubtless, 
stop this current. IT WILL BE TIlliE ENOUGH TO SETTLE 

RULES TO LIVE BY WHEN WE ARE SURE TO LIVE." 

While this, as contrasted with Pym's tone in the 
parliament of April, is a perfect illustration of ,his pre­
sent change of temper, it was also, it cannot be doubted, 
intended to vindicate himself from a charge which I find 
brought against him by more than one of the puritans 

. at the time - a lukewarmness, concerning the bold 
questions of episcopal government, I in favour of the 

I " Known," lays Clarendon, speaking of Pym at this time, ., to be in_ 
clined to the puritan party, yet not of those furious resolution. against the 
church, as the olher r.adlug men were, and Wholly devoted to the earl of 
Bedford, who had nothing of that spiriL" History, vol i. p.323. Pym 
was, In fact, like Selden, and the IOajority of lawyers In the hOUie of 0010-
mona, a_disciple of Erastus in matters of church government, 
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more practical strokes of policy by which he sought, 
first of all, to assault and take by stonn the strong 
holds of the government of the king. The last wordl 
of the passage just quoted are a nobJe defence of what 
he had done, and was about to do, with this great view. 
In truth, the difficulties of the period, the considera­
tions which should weigh with posterity against a hasty 
judgment of the most' startling measures, were never 
so weightiJy expressed as in these few words. The 
first aim was to save the life of the republic; the next 
was to govern it. 

r< Mr. Speaker," he continued, "he that well weighs 
this little 'Word property, or propriety, in our estates, 
will find it of a large extent. The leeches that have 
suck'd this blood, have been excise, benevolences, loans, 
impositions, monopolies, military taxes, ship-money, 
cum multis a1iis; all which spring from one root. And 
is it not high time to gmb up that root, that bringe 
forth such fmit? Shall we first stand to lop the 
branches one by one, when we may down with all at 
once? He that, to correct an lJ1Jil tree, which bring. 
forth bad fruit, .hall begin at the mader_bovgh, and 80 

lop dwnwarda, ia in danger to fall himaelf before the tree 
falls. The .afer and apeedier wag i. to begin at the 
root; and there, with aubmiarion, would I lag the u. ' 

" The root of most of our present mischiefs, and the 
ruin of all posterity, I hold to be those extrajudicial 
(judgments I cannot say, but rather) dooms, delivered 
by an the judges under their hands out of court, yet 
recorded in all courts; to the subversion of all our 
fundamental laws and liberties, and the annihilation, if 
not confiscation, of all our estates: 'that in caae of 
danger, the king mag im[JQ8e upon hia mbject.; and 
that he i. the 80le judge of the danger, necea,itg, and pro_ 
portion: This, in brief, is to take what, when, and 
where he will; which, though delitlerM in the time of a 
graciou. and merciful prince, who we hope will not 
wrest it beyond our abilities, get, when left to the inter­
pretation of a IlUcceeding tgrant, if IJ1Jer thw nation be .0 
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"afon.nate to faU ,ato the haRdB of .meA, it is a record 
tl7heNia every man migAt f'f!JGtt h,,,,,,elf a slave that rBGU 
it; - having nothing he can call his own, but all prosti­
tute to the will of another. 

" What to do in such a case, we are not to seek 
for precedents. Our honourable ancestors taught us, in 
the just and exemplary punishments of chief justice 
Tresilian and his complices I, for giving their judgments 
out of parliament, against the established laws of par_ 
liament, how tender they were of us. How careful, then, 
ought we to be to continue those laws, and to preserve 
the liberty of our posterity! I am far from maligning 
the person, nor in my heart wish I the execution, of any 
man; but certa,aly it IlhaU be a jmtice tJJell becoming tAis 
AouH, to lay their heads at his majB8ty's mercy, w10 laid 
m "nder his fBBt; w10 Aad made m but tBnaatB at ",iU 
of our liberties and our utaw. A.nd though I cannot 
but approtJB of mercy, as a great virtue 'a aay prince, yet 
I heartily pray it p1'OfJe a precedeat as safe and U8Bful to 
tAis opprused state as that of justice !" 

The force and condensation of these psssages are 
wonderful indeed. But what follows is yet more striking, 
when taken as a grest appeal to the future. 

" Mr. Speaker, blasted may that tongue be, that shall, 
in the least degree, derogate from the glory of those 
halcyon days our fathers enjoyed during the government 
of that ever_blessed, never-to-be-forgotten royal Eliz­
abeth. But certainly I may safely say, without de­
traction, it was much advantage to the peace and pros­
perity of her reign, that the great examples of EmpsOn 
and Dudley were then fresh in memory. The civility 
of our law tells us, that the king can do no wrong; 
but then oaly is the ltate secure, whea judges,· tAeir 
m,aistB1's, Mre do noae. Since our times have found 
the fIlant of sucA e..amp188, 'tis fit file leafJB some to pos­
terity ! God forbid all should be thought or found 
guilty; there are doubtless some ringleaders; let us sift 

I Th_ are the precedents alluded to by Good"in, al having been ur,.,.. 
-, by Jobn Pym ID the begiDnlDS of the IODr parUameDt." .. 
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them oat. In public governmtlnt to pass by the- nocent, 
is equal injustice as to punish the innocent. ..4n omi8Bion 
of tOOt dutyAOw will be a gttilt in tu, render tu lhamed 
g liUtorg, and cur,ed by poaterity. Our gracious and, 
in that act of voluntary justice, most glorious king hath 
given up, to the satisfaction of his a1Hicted people, the 
authors of their ruins. THE POWER OF FUTURE PRE-
1!ERVATION,IS NOW IN us. Et iui AOn lertJat patriam 
cum poteat, idem tmdU' tle8truenti patriam. What 
though we cannot restore the damage of the common­
wealth, we may yet repair the breaches in the bounds of 
monarchy; though it be with our loa, and Ch4rge, we ,hall 
80 leave flur c1Ultlren', children fenced a8 with 4 wall qf 
8afety, by the restoration of our laws to their ancient 
vigour and lustre I 

cc'Tis too true, that it is to be feared the revenues of 
the crown, sold outright, would scarce Iemunerate the 
injuries or repay the ·losses of this suffering napon, 
since the pronouncing of that ratal sentence. What 
proportionable satisfaction, then, can this commonwealth 
receive in the punishment of a few inconsiderable 
delinquents? But 'tis a rule valid in law, and approved 
in equity, tliat Qui Ron habent in ~, luant in 
eorpore: and 'tis, without all queStiOD, so in policy, that 
uempls.rg puni,'unent8 conduce more to the ,afet!} qf a 
8tate, tha" pecuniary reparatilml. Hope of impunity 
lulls every bad great officer into security for his time; 
end woo would ROt venture to rgiBe a fortune, wilen the 
allurementa of honour and wealth 41'8 80 prevalent, if the 
tDOrlt that can fall be b'llt reatitution only ? We see the 
bad effects of this bold erroneous opinwn. What wlJI, 
at fir,t, Imt corrupt law, i8 lince, by encouragBment taken 
from their impunity. -become f(J.18e doctrine. The people 
are taught, in pulpits, 'that they have no property;' 
JdDgs instructed in that destrUi:tive principle, 'that all 
is theirs j' and it is thence deduced into necessary state 
policy, and whispered in council, 'that he is DO 

monarch, who is bounded by any law.' , 
.. By these. bad conseq~nces, the belt of .kin" batll 

VOL. lB. L 
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been,by the infusion o( such poisonous positions, 
«Iiverted hom the sweet inclinations of his own natural 
equity and justice; the very e!lIence o( a king haTing 
been taken (rom him, which is the preservatiou o( his 
people. And whereas 1ItJ1Wl, populi is, or should be, 
IlflpremtJ lu, the power o( undoing. us ill masked under the 
style of royal prerogative. And is it not high time (or UB 

to make examples o( the firat authors or this lIubverted 
law, bad couneel, worse doctrine? Let no man think 
to divert us from tbe purauit ·o( justice, by poisoning 
the clear streams o( our afFections, with jealous (eal'II 

of his m~esty's interruptions, i( we look too high. 
SBA.LL WE THEREFORE DOUBT OF ,JUfTlCE, BECAUSE WE 

HAVE NEED OF GREAT ,JUITICE? We may be oonfident, 
the king well knows, that his justice is tbe band of our 
allegiance - that it is the staff, the proo( o( his 
sovereignty:-

Never was a finer answer given to an often repeated 
fallacy, tbau is contained in that sudden question of the 
orator; and the (ollowing peroration seemll to me quite 
unequalled,. in any ancient or modern speaker, (or its 
beauty and condensation o( thought. Ita commence. 
ment is indeed an absolute and final vindication of such 
men as Pym, who, professing themaelves the advocates 
of monarchy, were soon obliged to strip from the 
monarch all his abused resources of prerogative. 

" 'Till a happy assurance, sir, of his majesty's intention 
of grace to us, that our loyalty hath at last won him to 
tender the safety or his people. And certainly (all our 
pre8llflrU V18lI welg1uJtl this luJelue geo.rs lMt past) it trill 
'IIe/ound, that THE PAII8IVII LOYALTY UP A. SUFFBBING 

NATION H.a.TH OUTD8l'I'II THB AeTlVll LOYA.J.TY OF' ALL 

TIMBII AND STOBIa. A. the poet hath it,-
Fortner Ole tacit, qui mloer eo .. poteot; 

and I may as properly say, FideliUr /icimWl. We have 
done loyally to sufFer 80 patiendy. 

" Then since our royal lord hath, in mercy, visited 
us, let UII not doubt but, in his justice, he will redeem 
lUa people. Qui limide rogat,. dOcet flegare! WAea 
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religion is innovated, out' libertiu violated, out' fundn.­
mental law8 a1wogated, OUt' ~ liJW8 already ob8oleted, 
the prope'I'ty olout' estate8 alienated - NOTHING LBI'T US 

WE' CAN CALL OUB OWN, BUT OUB MISEBY AlfD OUB 

PATIENCE - if 6tJe1' any nation might j'U8tijiably, .,e 
certainly may now, now mo8t pt'operly, mOBt 8eaMmably, 
C'I'1J out, and My aloud, • Vel sscra regnet justitia, vel 
ruat celum! ." . 

And in the full acceptation of the spirit of these 
words, Pym prosecuted the great work he had now in 
hand, scarcely &0 much, as he here explains, in the hope 
of achieving present happiness, as of securing the liberties 
and happiness of the future. He has been bitterly 
assailed, by the enemies of freedom, for urging forward 
the measures now in contemplation, on the ground 
that, their tendency being antimonarchicaI, he thus, as 
an equally professed friend to liberty and to monarchy, 
gave the lie to his professions. But was this &O? Has 
he not placed an undeniable refutation of it on record? 
The question had been reduced, in truth, as between 
Pym and the popular party, and Charles the First, to 
a question strictly personal. The nation had been 
brought into such a position by the government of 
Charles, as to make many of the hitherto undenied 
prerogatives of majesty, incompatible, in the person of 
Charles, with freedom. This is not to be .denied, nor 
can the high and weighty considerations involved in it 
be dismissed by any affected discussion of them in the 
~. abstract," or to the exclusion of the one grand 
element of the whole - the insincerity and perfidy of 
Charles himself. 

In his opening speech of the session, the king had 
termed the Scots people" rebels." A vote was now passed 
by the commons, decreeing 800,0001. I( for the friendly 
relief and aid, and towards the losses and necessities, of 
their l-retbren the Scots:' 1 Pym's object, through all 

I Jnqulrlu were also ordered'lnto the IoIsu 8"fIIlred by varlOU8 memben 
of'the bowe by line and Imprisonment aner the third parliament or Chari ... 
AmOIlI the JWDeI specified, J find th ..... or Pym and Hampden: the Jut 
I Uke .. lie lID dle ICOrc 01 .blp.moner; but wu aot aware, beIIre, tba 

• &. i 
~ .. --
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his measures at this time, was apparently to strengthm 
the democratic power so far above that of the preroga­
tive, as to enable the commons to resist a dissolution, 
in case a dissolution should be tbreatened. He was 
10 far successful in achieving it, that an open effort 
to secure the continuance of parliament was now 
thought advisable. And this in two short months! 
But the final stand had, doubtless, now been taken by 
Pym and the cluef men of the party; and, with un­
swerving reliance on that 'political and religious faith of 
the people to which they had been educated by the 
Itruggles and miseries of so many years, they moved 
forward with a steadiness of aim and determination, 
which bore down every opposing effort, and even every 
wish, against them. Clarendon, Falkland, :and Digby, 
were carried along with the stream. Up to this time, 
and far beyond it, we hear no whisper of reaistance on 
the score of danger to the monarchy. "Truly, I am 
persuaded," observes Clarendon, however, in a sort of 
self-vindication, "whatever design, either of alteration 
or reformation, was yet formed - I mean in the begin­
ning of the parliament, was only communicated between 
Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Fiennes, Mr. St. John, 
the earl of Bedford, the lords Say and Kimbolton, who, 
together with the earl of Rothes and the lord Louden 
(the Scots commissioners), managed and carried it on ; 
and that neither the earl of Essex, lVarwick, nor Brooke 
himself - no, nor Mr. Hollis or Strode, or any of the 
rest, were otherwise trusted, than upon occasion, and 
made use of according to their several gifts: but the~ 
was yet no manner of difficulty in swaying and guiding 
the affections of men, all having brought resolution and 
animosity enough against the excesses and exorbitancies 
that had been been exercised in the former governmen.t, 
and dislike enough to the persons guilty of the same, 
and not yet diBcerning that there was any other intentiqn 

PJm had then also been .ubjected to impriaonment and lOll. Olel Pai-L 
• Hl~1. vol. ix. P. 86. -, . ' .'. 1- ' 
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llan of a just and regular proceeding, and reformation. 
upon both." So far,. at least, this is valJlable testimony. 
It is a warrant, from the authority of the strongest pro­
fessed friends to the monarchy, for the justice of the 
. impeachment and attainder of Strafford, and for all the 
measures up to the period of his death. 

We have· seen Pym alluding, in one of his speeches, 
to two statutes of Edward II I., for the holding of annual 
parliaments. Upon'this suggestion Mr. Prideaux now 
introduced a bill for yearly parliaments, which, how 
ever, by the amendments received in committee i, was 
changed into a triennial measure. The most singular 
care and precaution were used in framing this statute. 
The issuing of writs was made imperative on the keeper 
of the great seal; in case of, his failure, upon the lords; 
on failure of the latter, upon the sheriffS; and, in 
the last resort, representatives might be chosen ~y the 
people themselves. Charles made a desperate effort 
to elude assent to this famous bill; but an assent was 
extorted from him, and the people welcomed the event 
with bonfires and every mark of joy.2 

M-eanwhlle Pym had abated none of his exertions in 
preparing for the impending trial of Strafford. A 
masterly series of twenty-eight .articles of impeachment 
had been drawn up by himself and St. John, in which 
fonrteen years of Strafford's life were set forth with 
wonderful force and precision; blending offences of 
various degrees, but so planned as to exhibit through 
them all the one grand offence charged upon the earl 
- an attempt to sub1'ert the fundamental laws of the 
ceunt'l'1}. Information was now conveyed that sir George 
Radcliffe was mainly relied upon by Strafford for the 
proof of his answers 3, and Pym, well knowing Radcliffe 
to have been the wretehed instrument of the lord de­
puty's guilt throughout, instantly charged high treason 
upon him also. Radcliffe shortly after escaped; but an 

I See Joumala of the Hous., 30th De", 1640; and again, Joumala or 
9th January. 
~ See Pari. Hilt. and Stat."16 Car. I. c.1. Clarendon'. mll. .. 01 L p.1W1 . 

• • See Clarendon" m.t. "oL). Po m. 
L S 
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extract from Pym'l speech in presenting the articles 
against him will not be thought inappropriate here. 

" The earl," my lords, "is charged as an author; 
sir George Radcliffe as an instrument and subordinate 
actor. The influence of superior planets are often 
augmented and enforced, but seldom mitigated, by the 
concurrence of the inferior, where merit -doth arise 
not from well doing, but from ill. The officiousness 
of ministers will rather add to the malignity of their 
"instructions, than diminish it; that so they may more 
fully ingratiate themselves with those upon whom they 
depend.- In the crimes committed by the earl, there ap­
pears more haughtiness and fierceness, being acted by 
his own principles. Those motions are ever strongest, 
which are nearer the primum mobile. But in those 
of sir George Radcliffe, there seems to be more base­
'ness al!d servility, having resigned and subjected him­
self to be acted upon by the corrupt will of another. 
The earl of Strafford hath not been bred in the study 
and practice of the law, and 1Ia11ing 81rongtll" hutB and 
paBsiQTUI to incite, and less knowledge to restrain him, 
might more easily be transported from the rule. Sir 
George Radcliffe, in his natural teinper and disposition 
being more moderate, and, by his education and pro­
fession, better acquainted with the grounds and direc­
tions of the law, was carried into his offences by a 
more immediate concurrence of will, and a more corrupt 
suppression of his own reason and judgment. My lords, 
811 both these have been partners in offending, so it ~8 the 
desire of the commons they may be put under such trial 
and examination, and other proceedings of justice, as 
may bring them both to partake of a deserved punish_ 
ment, for the safety and good of both kingdoms." 
- As the trial of Strafford approached. tbe king made an 

effort to save him by a comproinise with the leaders of 
the opposition. Whitelocke's account of this nego­
tiation I is unsatisfactory and obscure; but it is possible 

I Theae are hi. word.: -" But there .... a proposal (the subject 01 
much diHcoune), to prevent all this trouble, and 10 _tore the earl of 
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that, from Bome extracts I shall now make fro'm Cla. 
rendon, a just notion of the whole transaction may be 
arrived at. This is the more necessary; since it has 
heen made matter of grave accusation against the virtue 
of Pym and Hampden by a writer 1 who is not less dis­
tinguished by his genius than his zeal. 

" From the time," says the noble historian, "that 
there was no more fear of the archbishop of Canter­
b~ry, nor the lord lieutenant of Ireland, nor of any par­
tic:ular men who were like to succeed them in favour,· 
all who had been active in the court or in any service 
for the king being totally dispirited, and most of them 
to be disposed to any vile offices against him, - the great 
Jl(Jtriot8 thought they might be able to do their country 
better 8ervice if they got the plaC1J8 aM prtiftJ'l'f1Umt8 in 
the court 2, and 80 pretJent the evil coumelll which hall 
wed to 8fJring from thence • ••• The earl of Bedford was 
to be treasurer; in order to which the bishop of Lon-

. don had already desired the king to receive the staff. 
And so the treasury was for the present put into com­
mission. Mr. Pym was to be chancellor of the exche­
quer •••• These two were engaged to procure the king's 
revenue to be liberally provided fora, and hooourably 

Straflbrd to hI. rOrlJll!r favour and honour, If the klDg would prefer lOme 
of the l1"andeel to oftlces at court, whert'by Straflbrd's enemies should be­
come h .. frieDd. and the king'. de.ires be promoted. It was, tbat 
Ibould be made lard treasurer, the lord Say master of the ward., Mr. P)'III 
chancellor of the e1chequer, Mr. Holies oecretory of stote, M r, Hampden 
tutor to the prince; others to have other plat'ea. In order wbereunto the 
bishop of Londob resigned up bis treasurer' •• toll', the lord Cottington 
his place of the muter of the wards, and the re.t were easily to be voided. 
But whether upon the king'. alterat.ion of hi. mind, or by whalever means 
It came to pass, II uncertain, these things were not elll!cted, and tbe great 
men ba8led thereby became the more incenled and violent againlt the 
earl, Joining with the Scotcb commioaionen, who were implacable againlt 
him. .. The blank i. 8UPpoaed to bave been left for lord Bedfotd'i name. 

I Mr. Southey, in Ibe Quarterly Review. 
I In the IPUriOUI editfona of lord Clarendon-tbat i .. In every edition 

published before the Oxford one of 18$, tbls po ... ge stando thu.: _ "If 
they got the places and preferments of Ihe court /or tllemlel-." See 
Blat. voL i, P. 369. 

• I may here quote the cbarge whir.h i. IUbsequently brought by Cla­
rendon (vol. iv. p.438-I39.) against tbe memory of Pym, and which I 
have already (p. 43.) adverted to. .. The king at one time intended to 
make Mr. Pym chaneellot of the e""hequer, for which he received hi. 
maje8ty'. promise, and made a return of a suitable proCession of hi. aer.ict! 
and devotIOn; and thereupon, the other being no secret, .omewhat declirle4 
t;ora tAaI lAarp.e" /JJ the /wale tlMic4 ..... more poptlltJr '"" ""11 _'" 

, L 4 
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mcreased and settled: and tllat this might be the better· 
done, the earl of Bedford prevailed with the king, upon the 
removals mentioned before, to make Oliver St. John his 
solicitor general; which his majesty readily consented to, 
ltoping that he WQ'Itld hare been fJe'I'!/ UBtful in the pruml 
exigence to 8Upport Au aeroice in the houle of comm_, 
where his authority was then great; at least, that he 
would be ashamed ever to appear in any thing that 
might prov~ prejudicial to the crown. And he beeame 
immediately possessed of that office of great trast, an<l 
was so well qualified for it at that time, by his fast md 
rooted malignity against the government, that he lost 
no credit with his party, out of lilly apprehension or 
jealousy that he would change his side: and he made 
good their confidence; not in the least degree abating 
his malignant spirit, or dissembling it, but with the 
lame obstinacy opposed ever; thing which might ad­
vance the king's service, when he was his solicitor, . as 

.. u _"" some """"faru to ,.,.1IfJi4e ftw Iltt: g/"'1I and ""end ..... qf IItt: 
""'_ •. in ..... icb he 1I/J11 •• ut",cce ... that Ai. "meTest and repIIIsti ... '''''''' 
Pi.fblg tllJated; and he found that he waa much better able to do hurt than 
good; which wrou,bt very much upon him to melancholy, aud complaint 
of the tiolence and diacompoaure of the people's aftctlon. and inclina­
tion.... It auy period co.ld have been ea.efuny &elected before anotber 
with a view to prove the utter fal.ehood of this charge. it had been this 
ver'! time named by lord Clarendon. Pym'. interest and repute with tbe 

.eoDlmODl w .. never 80 extraordinary and eommaDding AI during Rnd after 
the proceedin,. "Pinst Straflbrd nor did it ever, aa we ahall -. in the 
slightest respect abate. till after ihe disastrous rever.es at the commence_ 
ment oYthe civil war. Now observe upon what the Ipite of lort! Clarendon. 
tor which tM11y there 11"85 Datural and lufBeient cause, seem., with eYeD 
le88 re ...... than on the words quoted at p. 43., to have tramped up aR thil. 
In a pamphlet of the time. entitled .. The Diurnall O«urren ... of both 
Ho ..... from the Srd of November l6IO, to the Srd or NOTeJDber 1611 ... • I 
lind mention made of a debate respectin, ship-money and t .... oage and 
poundage~ wbleb took place on the 27th 0 November 1640. and in whleb 
IOm&wo ...... poken by Selden ,ave riee-tn the following; from Pym. The 
reader "III reeolIect that tile v.ery Itep be here recommends waa .taled b,. 
him· to lie Oil Ihe eYe of·bein, taken, wilen the third parliament wu di ... 
IOlved. "That moming. allOt master Pym, the great parliament lOa., de­
dared that they would make the tin, the richest kiD' in all Cbri.tendome; 
and that they had DO other intenti ..... but that he .bollld continue their 
tlng to pem them; and preased he ml,ht haTe ton .. ap ami pound.,e 
cranted him by act of parliament, which took well In the hOUle; h'lIood 
..,.,.. U to "-gn __ jIr., rejtJr:med, ..xo 10 IT""" LBPI' AT LARU. n So 
that here, Immediately after Straflbrd and Laud had been yielded to the 
tower. and lon, belbre any compromise of olllce .... thought 0(. we lind 
Pym I1mp/y recommend in, what·the third parliament wished to bave done. 
",Ith a oondltioo wblch it r. even poulble that parliament would haY. dII­
pellsed with; aud tbi. is twisted Into the charge ftr.t quoted, to srUi.IY 
111. I)IIeea UId .. ite of • penooa1lDd poIitlcal eppGDeDL 
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ever he had done before. The lord Say was to be maa­
ter of the wards, and Denzil HolIes secretary of state. 
TAu, far the intrigue for preferment' wtJ8 entirely com­
plied ""itll; and it " great pity that it wtJ8 not fuUy 
szet;Uted, that tile king might lIave had BOme able men to 
have advi,ed or alNted him; which probably these very 
men would bave done after they had been so thoroughly 
engaged ••.• But the earl of Bedford waa resolved that 
he would not enter into the treaaury till the revenue 
waa in BOme degree settled; at least, the bill for tonnage 
and poundage passed, with all decent circumstances, 
and for life; which both he and Mr. Pym did very 
heartily labour to effect, and had in their thoughte 
many good expedients, by which they intended to raise 
the, revenue of the crown. And none of them ""ere 
very 801icitou, to take their promOtionB, before ,ome 
ether accommodationB ""ere provided for BOme of t1l6· 
r68t of their chief companionB; who would be neither 
well pleased with their so hasty advancement before 
them, nor so submissive in the future to follow their 
dictates. Hampden was a man they could not leave 
unprovided for; and therefore ~here were several de­
signs, and very far driven, for the satisfaction and pro. 
motion of him, and Essex, and Kimbolton, and others ; 
though not so fully concluded, aa those before mentioned. 
For the king', great end ""ai, by th68e complianc68, to 
lave the life of the earl of Strajford, and to pre8erVe 
the church from ruin: for nobody thought the arch. 
bishop .in danger of his life. And there tllere f6'lll of 
the per80nB mentioned before, ",,110 thought their pre­
ferment, ""oulti do them much good, if the earl ""ere 
IlUjfrdf'ed to live; but in that of the church, the major 
part even of thole per80nB would have been willing to 
have ,ati8fled the king; the rather because they had 
no reason to think the two houses, or indeed either of 
them, could have been induced to have pursued the con­
trary. And 80 the continued a1id ren6tlled violence in the 
pr086cution of the earl of Strajford made the king well 
cont(fOted ( aa the other reasons prevailed with the 
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other persous) that tAe putting of t1aoBe promotWR8 m 
practice ,hould be for a time 1U1p6TUled." 2 And in a sub­
sequent passage, lord Clarendon, probably without in­
tending it, supplies some very singular and serviceable 
comments on his present account of these transactions. 
« If that stratagem," I.e says, "of winning men by 
places, had been practised as soon as the resolution 
was taken at York to call a parliament (in which, it 
was apparent, dangerous attempts would be made, and 
that the court could not be able to resist those at­
tempts), and if Mr. Pym, .Mr. Hampden, and Mr. 
Hollis had been then preferred with Mr. Saint John, 
before they were desperately embarked iu their despe­
rate designs, and !&ad innocence fMlJUgA about tAem to 
tru,t the king, and be trusted by him (having yet con­
tracted no personal animosities against him), it is very 
possible, that they might either have been made instru­
ments to have done good service, or at least been re­
strained from endeavouring to subvert the royal 
building, for supporting whereof they were placed as 
principal pillars. But the rule the king gave himself 
(very reasonable at another time), that they ,Aould fir,t 
do I6rvice, and compall tAil or tAat thing for Aim, 
before they should receive favour, was then very'un­
seasonable; since, besides that they could not in truth 
do him that service without the qualification, it could 
not be expected they would desert that aide, by the 
power of which they were sure to make themselves 
considerable, without an unquestionable mark .of in_ 
terest in the other, by which they were to keep up their 
power and reputation. And so, wAillt tie king 61»­

peeted they ,Aould manife,t their inclinatioRB to Ai,_­
vice by their temper and moderation in t1aoBe proceeding' 
t!&at mOlt qffended Aim, and they eftdeavoured, by doing 
all the Aurt they could, to make evident the power they 
Aad to do Aim good, he grew 10 far diBobliged and pro­
voked tAat he could not in honour gratify them, and 
they so obnoxious and' guilty that they could not think 

I Hilt. vol L P. 300-371. 
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themselves secure in bis favour; and thence, according to 
the policy and method of injustice, combim!d to oppress 
that power they had injured, and to raise a security for 
themselves by disenabling the king to question their 
transgressions." 1 

Now, surely, there cannot remain a doubt, after a care­
ful observation of these extracts, of the precise nature 
and conduct of the .. compromise" which Whitelock 
has so imperfectly and obscurely stated. It is quite 
clear that Pym and lord Bedford never for an instant. 
contemplated the restoration of Strafford, as their con­
dition of entering office. It is here acknowledged that 
the thought of office was only entertained by the 
patriots on the understanding that Strafford and Laud, 
with all thei, evil counseIs, were silenced for ever; and 
it is proved, in the case of St. John, that the great 
body of the opposition had sufficient faith in their 
leaders to see them assume office without the fear that 
they would" change sides." Doubtless, when the nego­
tiation was first entered on, BOme pledge for what is 
called by Clarendon the" security of t~e church," was 
given by Pym; since there was nothing in his opinions 
on that subject 2 that should have raised up all insur­
mountable obstacle. The ecclesiastical constitution of 
England, as it existed in that day, apart from Laud's 
gross administration, and as it exists now, is as nearly 
as possible Erastian in theory, and almost wholly Erastia.n 
in practice. But, admitting that such a pledge was 
given, it is to be observed, also, that neither Pym' nor 
lord Bedford would consent· to treat with the king on 
any narrow or personal consideration - the people were 
to have a secure guarantee for a thoroughly and com­
pletely popular ministry. "Neither of them were 

I Hist. of Rebel. vol ii. p. 60, 61. 
• .. In the house of commona, though of the chief leaden, Nathaniel 

Fiennea and young air Harry Vane, and ahortly after Mr. Hampden (who 
had not before owned It), were believed to be for root and branch I which 
arew .hortly after a common expreaaion, and discovery of the several 
tempera; yet Mr. Pgm fDa' JJOt of tIIat mind, nor Mr. Hollis, nor any of 
the northern men, or those lawyers wbo drove on most furiously witb 
them: aU 'If -... ..,.". pl'tlled wit,. tile gOl1emm"" lire/( 'II tile cllurcll. .. 
Clarendon'. History of tbe Rebellion, vol "I. p.410. See afterwards vol. Iv. 
P. 4:1'7.. . 
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very solicitous to take their promotions ll1S,kore accommo­
dations were provided for the rest of their chief com­
panions." And why was the whole negotiation suddenly 
broken off? Because of a "continued and renewed 
violence in the prosecution of the earl of Strafford" 
is the distinct reply of Clarendon; because none of 
the popular statesmen" thought their preferment would 
do them if the earl were 

writer, in anotht:t 
apparently a 

terms are worth 
undertook to hit 

should be n77'::::777d 
procure his revenue to be settled as amply as any of 
his progenitors." 1 Here Pym's name is omitted, and 
the "secrecy" of the undertaking alluded to would 
seem to imply treachery on the part of lord Bedford 
to his political associates. Now Clarendon is not, the 
best authority to receive such an accusation from. Laud, 
though he was then a prisoner, had ample opportunity 
of mehidh ?'t,aster of the stat::: 
afFectimtt: t::ttimony may be tah::f 
confi:Lemm: effUses the earl of Bt::lf::?'d 
mainind intractable respectind 
StrafFn::L::' he says, in his 
laid bm: services done in 
part of his accusation, I cannot but observe two things: 
the one, that upon Sunday morning before, Francis 
earl of Bedford (having about a month before lost 
his second son, in whom 'he most joyed) died, the 
small-pox striking into his brain. This lord was one 
of the main plotters of Strafford's death j and I know 
where he: with other lords, before the parliament sat 
down: his blood. But {~f,f 
let hi:?t joy therein, but cut 

bill for the ea,'li 
till night," &c. 
conclusion to whidn 
Hilt. ,,01. L p.446. 
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men must come, respecting this much-disputed passage 
of history - that, whatever shape, or ultimate purpose, 
these proposed changes might have assumed in the 
mind of Charles, they have left unsullied the motives 
of Pym and Hampden. With the king the negoti_ 
ation may have been merely a stratagem of despair, 
but with tbe patriots it was entertained with a sincere 
and bona fide hope of serving the cause, and possibly of 
saving the king. Happy would the issue, in all proba­
bility, have proved for England: but, whether or no, 
little did Pym and Hampden then deserve to have it 
said of them, in after times, that they only" wanted 
places and power; and being disappointed in their ex_ 
pectations, they determined upon sbedding the blood of 
the man with whom, if tbey might have been taken into 
office, they were willing to have coalesced." 1 Granting, 
for an instant, tbat it were possible to reconcile such a 
charge with our impressions of virtue of tbe accused, 
bow could it consist with their undisputed genius? 
They bad been short-sighted fools, and not wise states­
men, to bave hazarded such an outrage on tbat people 
whose confidence had given them their power. Mr. 
Southey is an able and unflinching defender of his 
party; but, when he sees the propriety of withdrawing 
this remark, be will be the last to refuse luch a con­
cession to truth. 2 

The impeachment of Strafford now moved gradually 
forward, and at last, on the 22d of Mar~h, the trial was 
opened in Westminster Hall. That mighty scene has 
been.already described,2 and it is only lIecessary here to 
present some memorable passages from the speeches of 
tbe second chief actor in it, the accuser Pym. The 
first day was occupied with a recapitulation of the 
charges and answers. . 

" My lords," said Pym, rising on the mormng of the 

D,g,"~ed by Google 



158 BBlTISB ITA.TBSKBH. 

IeCOnd day, tc we stand here by the commandment of 
the knights, citizens, and burgesses, now ,uembled for 
the commons in parliamenL And we are ready to 
make good that impeachment whereby Thomas earl of 
Strafford stands charged in their name, and in the 
names of all tb,e commons of -England, with high 
treascftl • 

• , Thil, my lords, is a great cause, and we might 
link under the weight of it, and be utonished with the 
lustre of this noble UBelBbly, if there were not in the 
cause strength and vigour to support itself, and to 
encourage us. It is the cause of the king; it concernl 
his mll,jesty in the honour of his government, in the 
safety of his person, in the stability of his crown. It 
il the cause of the kin~om; it concerns not only the 
peace and prosperity, but even the being of the kingdom. 
We have that piercing eloquence, the cries and groaua, 
and tears and prayers, of all the subjects assisting us. 
We have the three kingdoms, England and Scotland 
and Ireland, in travail and agitation with us, bowiJ!g 
themselves, like the hinds spoken of in Job, to east out 
their sorrows. 

•• Truth and goodness, my lords-they are the beauty 
of the soul; they are the protection of all created 
nature; they are the image and character of God upon 
the creatures. This beauty evil Ipirits and em men 
have lost; but yet there are none so wicked but they 
desire to march under the show and shadow of it, though 
they hate the reality. 

tc This unhappy earl, now the object of your lordships 
justice, hath taken a much care, hath used a much 
cunning, to set a face and countenance of honesty and 
justice upon his actions, as he hath been negligent to 
observe the rules of honesty in the performance of all 
these actions. My lords, it is the greatest baseness 
of wickedness, that it dares not look in lis own colours, 
nor be seen in its natural countenance. But virtue, a 
it is amiable in ·all respects, 80 the leat is not this, 
that it pull II rwbIenu" it put, II bravery upon lie 
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mind, and ljft, it abotJe1a()JJ68 andfetJr" a1KnJefafJOfJr and 
diBpleaBure. It make8 it al.,ay, uniform and con,ta'M 
to it,elf, The service commanded me and my colleagaes 
here, is 1:0 take oft'those vizards of . truth and upright­
ness, which hath been sought 1:0 be put upon this 
cause; and 1:0 show you his actions and his intentions, 
in their own natural blackness and deformity. 

" My lords, he hath put on a vizard of truth in these 
words, wherein he sayll, 'that he showd be in hill 
defence more careful 1:0 observe truth, than to gain 
advantage to himself: He says, he wowd endure any 
thing rather than be saved by falsehood. 

" It WfJB a noble and brave u;pre8rion if it were reallg 
true • 

.. My lords, he hath likewise put the vizard of good­
ness on his actions, when he desires 1:0 recite his services 
in a great many particulars, as if they were beneficial to 
the commonwealth and lltate, whereas we shall prove 
them mischievous and dangerous. 

~'It is left upon me, my lords, to take oft' these 
vizards, and appearances of truth and goodneBS, in that 
part of his answer which is the preamble; and that I 
shall do with as much faithfnlness and brevity as I can. 

"The first thing, my lords, that I sball observe in 
the preamble, is this: -That haTing recited an those 
great and honourable offices which he hath done under 
his majesty, he is bold 1:0 affirm that he hath been 
careful and faithful in the execution of them alI. 

" My lords, if be might be his own witness, and bi. 
own judge, I doubt not but he wowd be acquitted. It 
is said in the Proverbs of the adulterous woman, 
• that she wipes her mouth,' and says, 'she had done 
no evil: Here is a wiping of the mouth, here is a 
Terbal expression of honesty. But, my lords, the fow-
1IeBII and upjustness will never be wiped off, nehher 
from his heart, nor from his actions; I mean for the 
time past--God may change him for the time to come! " 

With the same earnest gravity, and in the same 
confident and infte~ble tone, Pym proeeeded 1:0 obllerve 
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upon the various parts of Strafford's" apologetical pre­
amble." Among other allegations, for instance, that in all 
things he had "endeavoured the honour of the king." 
Here the accuser exclaimed, "The honour of the king! 
My lords, we say, it is the honour of the king that he is 
the father of his people, tha the is the fountain of justice; 
and it cannot stand with his honour and his justice, to 
have his government stained and polluted with tyranny 
and oppression!" Another of Strafford's allegations was, 
that by his means many good and wholesome laws had 
been made since his government in Ireland. "Truly, 
my lords," said Pym, "if we should consider the par­
ticulars of these laws, some of them will not be found 
without great exception. But I shall make another 
answer. Good laws, nay, the best laws, are no ad_ 
vantage when will is set above law; when the laws have 
force to bind and restrain the subject, but no force to 
r.ilieve and comfort him." 

Pym then proceeded thus: - "He says, he was a 
means of calling a parliament not long after he came to 
his government. My lorda, parliaments without par_ 
liamentary libertie, are but afair and plau8ible way into 
bondage. That parliament had not the liberties of a par_ 
liament. Sir Pierce Crosby, for speaking against a bill 
in the commons' house, was sequestered from the coun­
cil table, and committed to prison. Sir John Clot­
,worthy, for the same cause, was threatened that he 
should lose a lease that he had. Mr. Barnewell, and 
two other gentlemen, were threatened they should have 
troops of horse put upon them for speaking in the house. 
Proxies, by dozens, were given by some of his favourites; 
and, my lords, parliaments coming in with these cir­
(''Umstances, they be grievances, mischiefs, and miseries; 
no works of thanks or honour." 

Strafford had urged his having been a means to put 
off monopolies and other burdensome projects from the 
subject; upon which his accuser observed thus bit­
terly : - ct If he had hated the injustice of a monopoly, 
I)l' the mischief of a m.9nopoly, he wolild have hated 
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it in himself.' He himself would have been no mo­
nopolist. Certainly, my.lords, it was not the love of 
justice, nor the common good, that moved him. And 
if he were moved by anything else, he had his reward. 
It may be it wa, becattBe he would haw fU) man gripe 
them in the kingdom but himaelf; hu own harvut crop 
would haw been lea" if he had had ,harer,. It may be il 
waa becattBe monopoliu hinder trade; he had the CtU­

tomlJ, and the benefit of the cu,tom, would haw been lea,. 
'When we know the particulars, we shall make a fit 
and proper answer to them. But in the meantime, 
we are sure, that whatsoever was the reason, it was not 
justice, nor love of truth, that was the reason." 

Alluding, next to Strafford's pIea, that he had no 
other commission lllt, what his predecessors had, and 
that he had executed that commission with all modera_ 
tion - the orator proceeded thus' powerfully: «For the 
commission, it was no virtue of his if it were a good 
commission. I shall say nothing of that. But for 
the second part,-his moderation !When you find so 
many imprisoned of the nobility! so many men, ~me 
adjudged to death, some executed without law! when 
you find so many public rapines on the .tate, soldiers 
sent to make good his decrees-so many whippings 
in defence of monopolies -so many gentlemen that were 
jurors, because they wbuld not apply themselves to 
give verdicts on his side, to be fined in the Star Cham­
ber-men of quality to be disgraced, set on the pillory, 
and wearing. papers, and such things (as it will appear 
through our evidence)-can you.~my lords, think there 
was any moderation? And yet truly, my lords, I can 
believe that if you compare his courses with other 
parts of the world ungovemed, he will be found be­
yond all tyranny and harshness; but if you compare 
them with his own mind' and disposition, per. there 
_, moderation I Habits, we say, are more perfect 
than acts, because they be Dearest the principle of 
actions. The habit of cruelty in hi_If (no doubt) u 
more perfect than any act of cruelty he hath committed; 

VOL. Dl. 
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but if this be hie moderation, I think all men wm 
pray to be delivered from it. I may truly say that 
that is verified in him; 'The mercie'S of the wicked 
are cruel!' " 

Then, iftel' e1tpoaing at length, ad with singullll' 
precision, the fallaciea reapeeting revenue in the an_ 
sweR of Strafford, Pym took up one of his statement., 
to the eft'ect that many charcbea' had been built since 
hi. governtDent; alld went on,-" Truly, my lords, 
why he abo"lli have any credit or honor if other men 
builded cliurcbea, I know not; I am lure we hear of 
DO churches he hath built himself. I t, i1ld~, he had 
been careful to have set up good preachers, that would 
have stirred up devotion in me~ and made them. 
desirous of the knowledge of God, and by that meaDS 
made more churcbes, it had been something. But 1 
hear nothing of spiritual edification, nothing of the 
knowledge of God, tbat by bis means batk been dis.. 
persed in tltat kingdom. And certainly they tbat 
strive Rot to build up men'. BOulll in a spiritual way 
of edification, let them build all the material cburches 
that can be they will do no good: God is not wor­
shipped with walls, but he is wor.hipped with bearts." 

It is necessary to hasteD, howe.er, through many 
remarkable details in thil speech to the memorable 
words which closed it :-" The earl concludes, my 
lords, with a desire, 'that he may not be charged 
with errors. of his understanding or judgment, being' 
not bred up in the law; or with wealtDelll, to which 
human na&1lre is subjeet.' Truly, my lords, it would 
be far from us to charge him with any IIlch mistakes! 
No, my lords, tII6 aAall c1targl! Aim with notAing but 
tBAat #16 law in 6fJ6f'1I man'a1weaat condemna,-tAeligAt 
01 fware, the light of common retJlOn, the ndu of 
HCiety. And this will appear in all the articles which 
my colleagues will ofter to YOll." 

It haa 1Ieen observed in the CGurse of this worlt I, 
that in the BpMlhes of P1m alone will be found a 

I LIfe of StralI'orcl, P. 3IlI1. 
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teal vindica60n of all the proceedings against StraiPord 
up to ~ eltlretion of his nfe. From them alone ia 
i~ re!fI~t1Jat "Itowing and existing light of 
the pUblic welfare," whh:b ditto\'ered to virtuOUl states­
men then what was requtsite to be done, and without 
which now o1\r sight ill duD. and feeble. It appe8l"ll 
to 1tJe that Pym, and tit all the managen Pym alone, 
aTgued the ~ation and conviction or the earl as at 
the l!ubsrcnce of eternal, rl~ in opposition to the' 
~bnical Fonns wbicb the defence IlfISUmed. That crisis 
of danger to the public Hberties·had in his view already 
arrived, wherein, by every preeedent of great and virtu­
OIlS .~teRmansbip, the question of JUII'l'IOI!J reared itselt 
above the ntrrow limits of the Jaw. 

Henee it 11'0 that, early tlh the morning of the 
thirteenth day or the trial, ~ wben the eloquence, the 
dignity of demeatronr, and the ob'Vious bodily BUfI't!linga 
of the noble aceused, had weighed Il'II mllllh in his favour 
with the lords his judges, as the eommandiug intellect 
and mownrf'ul severity of his features hact prepossessed 
the lady speetaturs on his ~de, - Pym roae in bit place 
in the haUte of commons, and announcing a diseovery 
of the last importance respecting StrafFord, presented 
to the house certain weighty reasons for closing the 
p!'Oceedings against the earl by the legislative enactment 
of a blll Of attainder. He then produced Vane's famoUl 
notes, in proof of ad\'ice from Strafford given to the 
Icing at the council table, that he had an army in Ire-
1lll1d by which England might be redueed to obedience ; 
and mo\'ed that the bill of attainder, which he now also 
ptodueed, should be read a first time. 

Pym'lI mutiTes to this sudden course are obvious. 
They are disiinctly explained by a motion which he 
nbmittecl to the house six days after, when, on the 
bringing up the report of the bID pm'ious to its thira 
readi~, be prevailed with the house to pass. unani­
mouly, a previous resolution, rc That it has been sufti­
ciently proved that Thomas earl of Strafford hath 
endeavoured to subvert the ancient and lunda mental 
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JaWI of these realma of England and Ireland. and to 
introduce an arbitrary and tyranniea1 government against 
Jaw." 1 In the coune of the proceediDgli of the im­
peachment. and on the discovery of Vane', notes, the 
policy no less than the n~ty had made itaelf apparent 
to him. of fixing the case of Strafford on wider and 
more special grounds than were found to be involved 
in a very strict construction of the old statnte ot 
treasons. Admitting this, however. nothing is so vain 
¥ to argue this question with a view to our present 
settlement of the laws of evidence and treason. The 
rules of evidence, and legal ".onstructions of statutes, 
which are now clearly and intelligibly defined, were theD 
recognised doubtfully. and frequently exceeded; nor i • 

. it to be denied that the people at least - accustomed II 
they were to perpetual stretehings of the statute ot 
Edward by conatructive interpretation - were unable 
to' attach any definite lense to the crime. 2 In Pym'. 
refusal even to risk any arbitrary construction of a statute 
which might thereafter be turned against the people. we 
see only a fresh evidence of his never-ceuing care ot 
the public freedo~. which he would not consent to 
endanger. even in so extraordinary an emergency. by 
any possible invasion of the securities of regular juris­
prudence. He resolved on a bill of attainder. Bills ot 
attainder were· not then unusual. were the same in 
principle II the ordinary bills of pains and penalties; 
and the argument against such a proceeding, II an act 
of retrospective punishment, WII thoroughly answered 
in the ease of Strafford by the coune which Pym 
adopted. The historiel do not mention the resolution I 
have just quoted, but it embodies his grand vindication. 
It plainly reduced the reasoning of Strafford to this. 
that though to trangress a particular Jaw is a crime. 
he who takes advantage of circumatances to overturn 
the whole established laWl bad no legal warning of his 
guilt. and therefore WII no criminal. Pym only waited 

I See Joumala or 16th Apr\), 1661. . 
.~ I See Hallam'. COIIIt. Hfat. voL 1L P. 146. 
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till he had reason to believe that the proof. he advanced 
under the fifteenth article of the impeachment did not 
amount to a substantive treason under the atatate,­
when it is very clear that he at once resolved upon this 
cour&e ~ wisely judging it better to fix the guilt of 
StrafFord on bigher and grander conaiderations J, and 
to bring the treason that bad been committed against the 
laws and liberties of the commonwealth to tbe imme­
diate arbitration of what he justly termed .. the element 
and source of all laws, out of wbich they are derived, 
- the end of alllaWtl, to wbieh they are cleaigned, and in 
which they are perfected:' With this view also he 
inserted tbe famous proviao in the bill, that the pt'eSCnt 
attainder should not be acted upon by the judges as a 
precedent in determining the crime of treaaon. Truly 
has Mr. Godwin said 2 that this illustrates, emphatically, 
the clearneas of his conceptions aDd the equality of hi. 

- temper, through the whole of these memorable pro­
ceedings. 

Nothing bas been ao little understood - not to say 
grossly misrepresented - as the exact course of Pym 
hl this matter. He did fIOt wait till " the impeachment' 
had obviously failed" - he did fIOt wait to see "the 
eftect of Vane's notes upon the lords"- he did ROt at 

• last hurry the bill of attainder through the lower bouse 
<. with indecent haste," Clarendon's assertions, that tbe 
bill was not introduced till after StrafFord's defence was 
made, and that then it was" received with wonderful 
alacrity and immediately read the firat aDd the second 
time, and 80, committed, wbich was not usual in parlia­
menta S," are simply untruths. Pym introduced the 
bill on the 10th of April, when it was read the first 
time; Vane's notes were not read in Westminster Hall 
till the 18th of April, immediately before Strafford's de­
fence; on the day following (the 14<th) the bill of at­
tainder was read a second time; and the third reading 

I See theoe COIliideratiODa urpd at greater Jenstb In the Life or SIra£. 
ford, p. ~16 • 

• HioL of the CommoDwealth, ,01. L p. 92-
, HIlI. voL L p. 3IJ8. 
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.lid not pUll tin $be ilst of April) Meanwhile PyJn 
and St. John had both Itated to the hoUie 01 lords, tbU . 
the commonl did 00& seek "to decline their lordships' 
justice in a judicial way 2" by au\lmittiag the bill of 
attainder to them; and ultimately the boule m lorda 
did in faft vote upon each article of the bill judicially, .nd 
Dot as if they were enacting a legislaQve mee.1IllC; while 
1he judgea themselves, on a IOlelDn reference by $he 
lords for .heir opinioo whether BOme of the aruelea 
chargal upon Strafford QIlounted to trea .. n, aJIIwered 
unanimously that upon all which their lordships tid 
voted to be proved, they considered the earl to be pilty 
of that crime. So that, in truth, there is 110 reuon to 
IlUppole a failure of the imp~hlllCllt, bad it been.I­
lowed to proceed. It was Pym who fillt refused to 
nnctioo that proceeding wi. the weight of hla a'Jtherit)" 
in after.timea; and to him, IIld the great men whQ 
acted with him, be awarded the praiee of having thue 
atamped the guilt of Strafford as a treason ~n8t tbe 
people ",her tban the king, and, wllile they guarded 
with profound and ngacioua l81'e the libelty of the sub­
ject and the atriot authority of the la .... of having writ­
ten '01' all f.ture ages. in the death of Strai'ord, $he 
terrible lesson of a nation"s retribution. 

I DOW reUlrll to tile last day of the trial in West­
minster Hall, where the lords still proceeded as if &l.ey 
were ignorant of the bill now peBdieg in the lower 
loWIC. On the 18th of April, after lord StralOrd had 
8elivued. tile noble .a. aft'ec:tiotr bu~ ~ eloqueace 
,nth which w. defenee CIODeluded, Pym rOlle, and. in 
the _gaage of an ho .. writer 8 who was prneD~ 
.. m.ade. in half aD hour, to the IOnfeslion of all, one 
.f the most; elOfluent, wi.." free lpeeches. tbat eYel' 
we heard. or I &hiDk ahall ever bear."" Tbe apeech 

I See the JOIImB1. of thOle daYl j. or tile Old ParI. Blat. yoUs. p. 25111. 
S NalMm'. CoIIeetioIo. yolli. P. 611. 
• ·Balllle~ ~e f,rlnciPAi of the 61..,0. Vninnlty. 
• .. TIl. Q'" ' Baillie adell ... D .... hean! a lecture of ... ft'ee ......... 

.... nat that hi. idol;.d PI'I!I'OIIlllive. Some of the .......... aDd no ...... 
ht lOme, and theee defaced, I &end 1'* iJI piat, .. III.,. ban been taIleD 
'D lpeaklDl bJ _~ .. 
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was indeed extraordinary. It seem., by all the ac­
counts, to have been delivered with the evident sense 
that the great occaaion of the _peaker's life had come, 
and that witb bim it now finally rested whether or 
not the pri vileges so long contested, and the rights 80 

long misunderstood, of the great body of the people, 
should win at la,t their &BBllred consummaticm and ac­
knowledgmenL 

"My lords," he began, "many days have been 
spent in maintenance of tbe impeachment of tbe earl 

. of Straft'ord by the house of commons, whereby be 
standa ebarged with high treason; and your lordships 
hue heard biB defence witb patience, and with as 
much favour as justice will allow. We bave paued 
through our evidence; and the result is, that it remains 
dearly pl'Oved that the earl of StraJFord hath eRdeavouNd 
by hi, word" tlctitmB, and O()Un_, to ,ubvert the luft­
damentallaw, 01 Englamt and /f'6Ia.nd, aM to introdvce 
a arbitrary "nd t1JfYlftnical fOtJerllment. 

" This is tbe envenomed arrow I for which he inqllired 
in the beginning of his replicatiop cbi. day, whioh 
hath infe0te4 all hi. blood; thi. is that intoxicating 
cup (to \lII8 bis G\V1l metaphor) whi~h bath tainted bis 
judgment, and poisoned bis beart I From hence was 
infuseQ that epecifical difference which turned bis 
speechea, his actioDs, hi, /lOun. into treasan,-Dot 
cum\1lative, a8 he expreSlfid it, 81 if many lIIiedl'Ule&­

nours could make one treaaon; b~t formally INld e&­

aentially. H ~ the end that doth inform .. ctionF, and 
doth 8pecifi.ca~ ~e nat,," of thfl18, ltlllking nQt OQly 
criminal, but even indifferent, words and actions, w be 

I In tbe colDlllenceJIleIlt of lbe defence ... birh bad juat c\OlIod. $traflbrd , 
oboervlog upon the ItatelDeot of bl, acculen, that leparate arth·l .. In the 
impeachment ml.bt be no .' ...... n ill tbem.ei" .... and let COIICIu"" 10 lbe 
proofoftreasnn. bad •• Id_" And hence, my IPI'lh, i bave all along watchod 
til lee if 1 ,'Ould fiod that poi.OIIod arrow that abould ftnenolU all the 
r .. t- that dean,), clIP or wine Ihat Ihould iolosi""l. a row .1I.,_d 10..,0 • 
• 8ienres and lDildelltealtoura, to run tht'm up to high trt"88OD." ~'. 
remll.ka on tbil and other imporlant poinll of the delenee proves that in 
gene,al man.gement, and m\lcb of lbe fIltpreulon, tbio sreat lpoocb of bja 
-..... dolIvered extempore. 
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treason, when done and spoken with a treasonable 
intention • 

.. That which is given to me in charge is to abew the 
quality of the offence, how heinous it is in the nature. 
how mischievous in the effect of it; which win best 
appear, if it be examined by that law to which he 
himself appealed, that universal, that supreme law, 
SALus POPULI. This the element of all laws, out of 
which they are derived; the end of all laws, to which 
they are designed, and in which are they perfected. How 
far it stands in opposition to this law, I shall endeavour 
to abew; in some considerations, wblch I.shall present 
to your lordships, arising out of the evidence which 
hath been opened. 

.. The first is thil,-it is an offence comprehending all 
other offences. Here ·you shall find several treasons, 
murthers, rapines, oppressions, peljuries. The earth 
hath a seminary virtue, whereby it doth produce all 
herbs and plants, and other vegetables: there is in this 
crime a seminary of all evila hurtful to a state; and if 
you consider the reasons of it, it mUlt needs be 80. 

" The law i8 that fDhicA put8 a difference bettDialt goo4 
and evil, betfDizt jrut and unjuBt. If you take afDGY the 
law, aU thingB fDill fall into a ctmfruion. Ewry man 
fDill become a lafD to hifR86lj, fDhicA, in the deprowd con­
dition. of human nature, mrut need8 prodtu:6 many great 
/IftOf'mitiu. Lrut fDill become a law, and envy IlliU be­
come a lafD, COvet0tUnU8 and ambition wiU become lafD8; 
and fDhat dictatu, fDli4t deci8ion8 8UCh IafD8 fDill prodtu:6, 
may earily be di8cerned in the late gooernment of Ire­
land! 

.. The law hath a power to prevent, to restrain, to 
repair evils. Without this, all kinds of mischief and 
distempers will break in upon a state. It is the law 
that doth entitle the king to the allegiance and service 
of his pt'Ople; it entitles the people to the protection 
and justice of the king. It is Oed alone who subsists 
by himself; all other things subsist in a mutual de-
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pendence and re1ation. He was a wise man that said 
that the king aubsisted by the field that is tilled: it i. 
the labour of the people that supports the crown. If 
you take away the protection 01 the king, the 'tigour and 
cheerfuIneaa of a1l~iance will be taken away, though 
the obligation remain. 

"The 1aw is the bOund,lry, the meuure, betwixt the 
king's prerogative and the people'aliberty. Whilst these 
move in their own orbs, they are a support and a 
security to one another,-the prerogative a cover and 
defence to the liberty of the people, and the people by 
their liberty enabled to be a foundation to the prero­
gative; but if these bounds be so removed that they 
enter into contestation and conftict, one of these mill-

. chiefs must enaue,-if the prerotrative of the king over­
whelm the liberty of the people, it will be turned into 
tyranny; if liberty undermine the prerogative, it will 
grow into anarchy." 

The whole compass of our 1angnage does not contain 
a nobler description of law than this. It has indeed 
been justly pronounced, by no partial witneaa 1 to Pym's 
memory, to combine the splendour of one of the com_ 
mon-places of Cicero with the logical force of lord 
Bacon's profoand meditations. It has even greater force, 
philosophy, and beauty, when viewed in relation to the 
wider appeal which the speaker had already judged it 
nec:essary to make, not less to prevent the possibly undue 
stretching of a statute, than to wither and destroy the 
monstrous assumption of the accused-that he, for­
sooth, was a pleader for the law, while the very prin­
ciple as&11med in his argument is that of having laboured 
to overturn a1llaw. 

It will be observed, however, that nothing so strik­
ingly impresses itself upon us, in reading Rushworth's' 
report 2 of this extraordinary speech, than the instant and 
impressive practical application to· the defence which 
Strafford had just delivered, with which all the' great 

.1 )fro ]),1""",11 In his Commeabri ... , vol. Iv. P. fIf1 . 
s )(1 qUOla&ionl are taken from it. 
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principles and abstraet truthi on which Pym mllIt have 
thought for years, now, with a stately vehemence, rushed 
forth from him. This it is, as with the .Jleateat orators, 
to comprehend the whole of a subject, DO matter how 
overwhelming in its intereats and proportions, at a sin. 
gle glance; and then, out of an armoury of words and 
tboughts, collected through the untiring exertioDs of a 
life of observation aDd stu<iy, to know how to send every 
word and every thought to its errand, like 'an arrow to 
its mark, with unerring aim. The first of the noble 
passages which follow has reference to wh.t Strafford 
had said in his defence respecting Ire]and,-tbat it was 
a conquered coUDtry, and that his illegal e~er~ons there 
were to maintain the king's absolute sovereignty. 'fhia 
was as good an argument as many that have been since 
advanced, with less excuse, for subsequent oppressions 
in the same quarter; but mark with what final and un­
answerable eloquence Pym crushes every such 80phiam 
or pretension! 

" The law is the safeguard, the C\lStOdy of all private 
interest.. Your honours, your lives, your libertie., and 
estates, are aU in the keeping of the law. Without 
this, every man hath a like right to any thing; and 
such is the condition into which the Irish were brough, 
by the earl of Strafford. But the reason which he gave 
for it hath even more mischief in it than the thing 
itself. They WBnI a qonqueretl nation! There cannot 
be a word more pregnant and fruitful in tre¥On than 
that word is. There are few nations in the world that 
have not been eonque,red, and no doubt' but the con. 
fJuerol may give what law be pleues to those that u. 
conquered; but if the succeeding paets and agreementll 
do llot limit and restrain that right, wb4t pupItJ can be 
~, England hath been conquered, and Wales ltath 
~ conquered, and by thill reason will be" in titde 
better case than Ireland. If the king, by the rigAI qf • 

'teror, P"" lawa to Au fHIIlP16l alall ~ tM peopla~ 
rams reaBOn, be reBtoretl to the rigAt of the, con­
to fIBtJOfJ6r IAeir liberty 11 they can' What can 
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be more hurtful, more peraicious to both, than ncb 
propositions a. th~? And in these particulars is deter. 
mined the fin~ coDBideration. 

<t The Econd consideration is this ~ arbitrary power 
is dangerous to the king's penon, and dangerous to his 
crown. It is apt to cherish ambition, usurpation, and ' 
oppression, in great men, and to beget &edition and dis­
conteDt in the people; and both these have been, ADd 
in raIGII must eYer be, C&1l8t!s of great trouble and at. 
teration to princes and state.. If the histories of those 
eaatern countries be punued, where princes order their 
aWain according to the Jllial"bievoul principles of the 
earl of Strafford, hlOE and absolved from all rules of 
govt'rnment, they will be found to be frequent in com~ 
bustiona, full of massacres, and qf lie tragict.Jl endB qf 
princu. If any lIIan ahalliook into their own stories, 
.in the times waelt the lawl were moat neglected, he 
shall find them full Gf commotions, of civil distempen; 
whereby the kings that then reigned were always bpt in 
want and distress; UIe people conBUmed with civil wars; 
- and by auch wicked .;onnsel. as thase lOme of OUl' 
prinees have been brought to auch a miserable end .. 
DO honest heart can remember without horror, and an 
earnest prayer thai it may never be 80 again.! 

<t The third oonaideration ia this - the subveraion of 
the law. ; aud ihis arbitrary power, as it is dangerous to 
the king's JM!nOIl and to hiI crown, so ia it in other 
respects v,ry prejudicial to his majesty, in his honoUl', 
profit, and greatness. And yet tbeae are the gildings 
and paintings that are p1tt upon ."ch counsels, ,these 
are tOr your honour - for yo,"" service;' wherea. in 
truth iIley are contrary to botll. Bu, if I take oft" 
this vami.h, I hope they shan then appear in their own 
native deformity; and therefol'e 1 delire w COIIsid,. 
thelia by these 11lIea. 

I The king w .. pnsent, the reader will recollect, though not rccopileol 
.. bein, 00. A ...... of treln •• work wal beCOM hi... It maJ be IUppooeil 
tIIat DOW, .. bile tb_ memorable wonlllOUoded tllrou,h the holl, .... tile 
moment ot .. breotlAS down tile _ wltll bia own hand," .. BalIIIe .... 
__ biID 14II1u1"e~ 
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" It cannot be for the honour of the king, that his 
sacred authority should be used in the practice of injus­
tice and oppression, - that his name should be applied 
to patronize such horrid crimes, as have been represented 
in evidence against the earl of StrafFord j. and yet how 
frequently, how presumptuously, his commands, his 
letters, have been vouched throughout the courae of this 
defence! Your lordships have heard when the judges 
do justice it is the king's justice; and this is for his 
honour, becauze he is the fountain of justice. But when 
they do injustice, the ofFence is their own. How these 
officers and ministers of the king, who are most officious 
in the exercise of arbitrary power, do it commonly for 
their own advantage; and, when they are questioned 
for it, then they fly to the king's' interest,' to his • di­
rection!' Truly, my lords, this is a very unequal dis-

• tribution for the king; that the dishonour of evil courses 
ihould be cast upon him, and they to bave the advan­
tage ! 

"The prejudice which it brings to him in regard of 
his profit is no less apparent, aince it deprives him of 
the most beneficial and most certain revenue of his 
crown j that is, the volqntary aids ami supplies of his 
people. His other revenues, consisting of goodly 
demesnes, and great manors, have by grants been 
variously alienated from the crown, and are now ex­
eeedingly diminished and impaired. But this revenue, 
it cannot be sold j it cannot be burdened. with any 
penaions or annuities; it comes entirely to the crown. 
It is now almost fifteen years aince his mlijesty had 
any asaistsnce from his people j and these illegal ways 
of the supplying the king were never pressed wiih more 
violence and art, than they have been in this time: 
and yet I may, upon very good grounds, affirm, that 
in the last fifteen years of queen Elizabeth she re­
ceived more by the bounty and affection of her subjects, 
than hath come to his majesty's coffers by all the 
inordinate and rigorous courses which have been taken • 
.And, as those supplies were more beneficial in the 
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receipt of them, 80 were they like'in the UBe and em­
ployment of them • 

.. Another way of prejudice to his majesty'. profit 
ia thia, - sucb arbitrary courses exhaust the people, 
and disable them, when there ,hall be 'occaaion, to give 
auch plentiful supplies as otherwise they would do. I 
shall need no other proof of this than the Irish govern­
ment under my lord of Straffbrd, where the wealth of the 
kingdom haa been 80 consumed by those homble exac­
tions and burdens that it is thought, the aubsidies lately 
granted will amount to little more than half the pro­
portion of the last subsidies. The two former way. 
are hurtful to the king'. profit, in that respect which 
they call lucrum _80118, by diminishing hiB receipts; 
but there is a third ,yet more full of mischief, and it 
is in that respect which they call damnum etnu'f/61I8, 
by increasing hi, disbursements. For auch irregular 
and exorbitant attempts upon the liberties of the pe0-
ple are apt to produce auch miserable distractions and 
distempers, as will put the king and kingdoms to 80 

vast expenses and 10&seB in a short time that they will not 
be recovered ~in many years. We need not go far to 
seek a proof of this, - these two last years will be a 
sufficient evidence; within which time I asaure myself 
it may be proved, that more treamre hath been wasted, 
and more loaa sustained by his majesty and hiB aubjects, 
than was spent by queen Elizabeth in all the war of 
Tyrone, and in those many brave attempts against the 
king of Spain, and the royal aasiatance which she gave 
to France and the Low Countries, during all her reign. 

" Now, .. for greatnesse,- this arbitrary power is 
apt to hinder and impair it, not only at home, but 
abroad. A kingdom ia a society of men conjoined 
under one government for the common good. The 
world ia a society of the kingdoms and states. The 
king's greatneaa conaiats not only in his dominion over 
bis subjects at home. but in the influence which he bath 
upon states abroad; - that he should be great. even 
among kings. and by his wisdom and authority be 
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• able !Ie to incline amd dispese die aff'aIrs of other staa 

and nations, and those great events wbieb faR out ill 
the wMld, that tltey ahall be lOy the good or mnkind, 
and for the peculiar adYatdage of bis &wn peOple. This 
is the most glQriOWl and. magniftcent greatnetlll,- to be 
able to relie'fe distreaeed princes, to support hi. own 
meads and tlliea, to pre¥eBt the ambitious deeigns or 
other kings j- aftd how mue" this kingdom hath ~ 
impaired in this kifld by the 1ate Mischievous coanaela, 
your lordships beat know, who, at a near distance, and 
with a more e1etr sight, do apprehend these public 
anti great aft'aira than I can do. T et thua much I dare 
boldly say, that if his m~esty bad not with great wiB.. 
dom IBd goodnetlll forsaken that .a1 wherein the' 
earl of StrafFord had put him, we should, within a 
short time, ha\'e beml brought into that miserable con­
dition as to have beell useless to our friends, con­
temptible to our enemies, and in~apaMe or undertaking 
any great design either at Ilome or abroad. 

II A fourth consideration is, - that this arllitrary and 
tyrannical power which the earl or Straftbrd did exer_ 
cise with his own person, and to wbicll he did adnse his 
m~esty, is inconsistent with the peace, the wealth, the 
prosperity or a nation: it is destructive to justice, tbe 
mother of peace; to industry, the spring of wealth; to 
Talonr, which is the active virtue whereby only the 
prosperity of a Dation can be prGcured, confirmed, 
and enlarged. It is not only apt to take away peace, 
and so intangle the nation with wars, but doth CON'Upt 
pIJIU'A, and put such a malignity into it as produceth 
the effects of war. We need seek no other proofs of 

. tbis but the earl of Strafford's go\'emment; where the 
Irish, both nobility and otllers, bad as little security or 
their persons or estate8 in this peaceable time as if the 
kingdom had been under the rage and fury of war. 

"And as for industry and valour, wbo will take pains 
for that .hich when he hath gotten i8 not his own? 
or who fight for that wherein he hath no other interest 
but such as is subject to the wiD of another? The an ... 
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cient encoUl'8gement to men that ",ere to d.efend. their 
countries .as this, that they were to hazard their per­
IOn, pro II'I"iI et foe", for tbeir religion and for their 
bomes. But by this arbitrary .ay wbich was practised 
in Ireland, tmd oouruelled here, no· man bad any cer­
tainty, either of religion, ot of his home, or of any thing 
else to be his o.n; and besides this, such arbitrary 
coursea have an ill operation upon the courage of a na­
tion, by embasing the hearts of the people. A servile 
condition does for the most part beget in men a slavish 
temper and disposition. Those that live 80 much under 
the whip, and the pillory, and such servile engines as 
were frequently used by the earl of Strafford, they may 
have the dregs of valour-sullenness, and stubbornness, 
which may make them prone to mutinies and discon_ 
tents; but those noble and gallant affections which put 
men to brave designs and attempts for the preserv­
ation or enlargement of a kingdom, they are hardly 
capable of. SHALL IT BE TRBASON TO EHBAIE THII 
XlNG's COIN. THOUGH BUT A PIECE OF TWELVEPENCE 
OR SIXPENCE? AND HUST IT NOT NEIs1DS BB THE EFPEOT 
OF A GREATER TBEAION TO ElIIBASE THE SPIRIT OP 
HIS S\TB.1EOTIl, AND TO SET UP A STAHP AND OHA-· 
B",orER OF SERVITUDE UPON THEH, WHEREBY THEY 
SHA ..... BE DISABLED TO DO ANYTHING FOR THE SERVIllE 

OF THE KING AND COHHONWEALTH? 
"The fifth consideration is this,-that the exercise of 

this arbitrary government in timcs of sudden danger, by 
the invasion of an enemy, will disable his m~esty to 
preserve himself and his subjects from that danger. 
This is the only pretence by which the earl of Strafford, 
and such other mischievous counsellors, would induce 
his majesty to make use of it; and if it be unfit for 
such an occasion, I know nothing that ean be alleged in 
maintenance of it. When war threatens a kingdom by 
the coming of a foreign enemy, it is no time then to dis­
content the people, to make them weat'y of the preaent 
government, and more inclinable to a chanse. The 
supplies which are to come in this way will be unread!, 
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uncertain; there can be no BBBurance of them; no de­
pendence upon them, either for time or proportion. 
And if some money be gotten in such a way, the dis­
tractions, divisions, distempers, which thi. course is apt 
to produce, will be more prejudicial to the public safety 
than the supply can be advantageous to it. Of thil tD6 

have had IUfficient experience the last IUmmer. 
"The sixth is,- that this crime of subverting the 

laws, and introducing an arbitrary and tyrannical go­
vernment, is contrary to the pact and covenant betwixt 
the king and his people. That which was spoken of 
before was the Jep:al union of allegiance and protection; 
this is a personsl union, by mutual agreement and sti­
pulation, confirmed by oath on both sides. The king 
and his people are obliged to one another in the nearest 
relations. When justice Thorp, in Edward III.'s time, 
was by the parliament condemned to death for bribery, 
the reason of that judgmeut is given, because he had. 
broke the kings oath; not that had broke his own 
oath, but he had broken the king's oath, that solemn 
and great obligation which is the security of the whole 
kingdom. Now, if for a judge to take a small sum 
in a private cause was adjudged capital, how much 
greater was this offence, whereby the earl of Strafford 
hath broken the king's oath in the whole course of hiB 
government in Ireland, to the prejudice of so many of 
his maJesty's subjects in their lives, liberties, and estates, 
and to the danger of all the rest! 1 The doctrine of 
the papists, fidt·, non est IUrvanda cum litueticil, is an 
abominable doctrine; yet that other tenet, more pecu­
liar to the jesuits, is more pernicious, whereby sub­
jects are discharged from their oath of allegiance to 
their prince whensoever the pope pleaseth. Now, my 

I 'lbia preeedent, by the by, II IIkel): to have been that wblch wu iD 
Sir R. Goodwin'. mind when he ref......ed to Pym In Cromwell" parliament 
of 1658; but I have allowed the lpeeeh to lland, wbleb bal been attributed 
to PJ1D on the ground of ita containinl a o\miIar preeedent; both _use 
of III estraorciinarlly marked style. which, .In the obaence of any known 
autbor, and In epite of atrODlf oppoolnl ""1deDCe, 1ti1l.&eemI to point to 
PJDlu ha,,1DJr bad a .bare In it. aathonblp; and allo, _u .... belnl_ 
motl atrIkInl Uluatration of the times. it II rei excluded ftom the common 
parliamenlar)' bllton ... 
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loids, this may be added, to make the third no leBB mis­
ehievOUB and destructive to human society than either 
ot the n:st, - that the king is not bound by that oath 
which he hath taken to observe the laws ot the king_ 
dom, but may, when he BeeS cause, lay taxes and bur­
thens upon them without their consent, contrary to the 
laws and liberties of the kingdom. This hath been 
pretu:Aetl end puhliB1led by di vera; and th~s is that 
which hath been praeti8ed in Ireland by the earl ot 
Strafford in his government there, and mdeaoottretl w 
he lwougAt into England by AiB COUn861 here. 

~, The seventh is this-it is an offence that is contrary 
to the end of government. The end of government is 
to prevent oppressions, to limit and restrain the exces­
sive power and violence of great men, to open the 
passages of justice with indifferency towards all. This 
arbitzary power is apt to induce and encourage all kinds 
of insolences. Another end of the government is· to 
preserve men in their estates, to secure them in their 
lives and liberties; but if this design had taken effect, 
and could have been settled in England as it is practised 
in Ireland, no man would have had more certainty in 
his own than power would have allowed him. But 
these two have been spoken of before; there are two . 
behind more important, which have not yet been 
touched. 

"It is the end of government, that virtue should be 
cherished, vice supprest; .but where this arbitrary and 
unlimited power is set up, a way is open not only for the 
security, but for the advancement and encouragement of 
evil. Such men as are apt for. the execution and main- . 
teDance of this power are only capable of preferment; 
and others who will not be instruments of any unjust 
commands, who make a conscience to do nothing against 
the laws of the kingdom and liberties of the subjects, 
are not only pot pBB88ble for employment, but subject to 
much jealousie and danger. It is the end of govern_ 
ment, that all accidents and events, all counsels and 
designs, should be improved to the public good; but 

VOL. DJ, 
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this arbitrary power is apt to dispose all to the main­
tenance of itself. The wisdom of the council-table, 
the authority of the courts of justice, the industry of 
all the officers of the crown, have been most carefully 
exercised in this; the learning of our divines, the 
jurisdiction of our bishops, have been moulded and 
disposed to the same effect; whicb, though it were begun 
before the earl of Strafford's employment, yet hath been 
exceedingly furthered and advanced by him. Under 
this colour and pretence of maintaining the king's power 
and prerogative, many dangerous practices against the 
peace and safety of the kingdom have been undertaken 
and promoted. The increase of popery, and the favours 
and encouragement of papists, have been, and still are, 
a great grievance and danger to the kingdom. The 
invocation, in matters of religion, upon usurpations of 
the clergy, the manifold burthens and taxations upon the 
people, have been a great cause of our present dis­
tempers and disorders; and yet those who bave been 
chief furtherers and actors of such mischiefs have had 
their credit and authority from this, that they were 
forward to maintain this power. The earl of Strafford 
had the first rise of his greatness from this; and in hi. 
apology and defence, as your lordships have heard, tbjs 
hath had a main part. 

ee The royal power and majesty of kings is only 
glorious in the prosperity and happiness of the people. 
The perfection of all things consists in. the end for which 
they were ordained. God only is his own end. All 
other things have a further end beyond themselves, in 
attsining whereof their own happiness consists. If the 
means and the end be set in opposition to one another, 
it must needs cause an impotency and defect of both." 

These extracts carry with them their own praise. 
They belong indeed to the very highest order of 
eloquence; they embody the truths of a sound phi­
losophy with the great substantial truths of common 
sense; and mingle, with a power and purpose that "are 
truly masterly. the great Ipaxims of the old English 
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constitution with the real interests and general feelings 
of mankind in every country and under every circum­
stance. 

Pym now turned to certain special excuses and jus­
tifications which Strafford had urged in his defence. -
<t The eighth consideration is, the vanity and absurdity 
of those excuses and justifications which he made for 
himself, whereof divers particulars have been mentioned 
in the course oJ this defence. 

"1. That he is a counsellor, and might not be 
questioned for any thing which he advised according to 
his conscience. The ground is true. There is a liberty 
belongs to counsellors, and nothing corrupts counsels 
more than fear. He that will have the privilege of a 
counsellor, however, must keep' within the just bounds 
of a counsellor: those matters are the only proper sub­
jects of counsel which in their times and occasions may 
be good or beneficial to the king or commonwealth; but 
such treasons as these - the subversion of the laws, 
violation of liberties - they can mver be good or jus­
tifiable by any circumstance or occasion. Therefore his 
being a counsellor makes his fault much more heinous, 
as being committed against a greater trust, and in a way 
of much mischief and danger, lest his' majesty's con. 
science and judgment (upon which the whole course 
and frame of his government do much depend) should 
be poisoned and infected with such wicked principles 

. and designs. This lord Strafford hath endeavoured to 
do, which by all laws, and in all times, hath in this 
kingdom been reckoned a crime of a high nature. . 

"2. He labours ,to interest your lordships in his 
cause, by alleging it may be dangerous to yourselves 
and your posterity, who by your birth are fittest to be 
nesr his majesty, in places of trust and of authority, if 
you should be subject to be questioned for matters de. 
livered in council. To this it is to be answered, that it 
is hoped their lordships will rather labour to secure 
themselves and their posterity in the exercise of their 
virtues than of their vices, that so they may, together 

N 2 
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with their own honour and greatness, preserve the honour 
and greatness both of the king and kingdom. 

"8. Another excuse is this, that whatsoever he 
hath spoken, was 'out of good intention. Sometimes, 
my lords, good and evil, truth and falsehood, lie so near 
together, that they are hardly to be distinguished. 
Matters hurtful and dangerous may be accompanied. 
with such circumstances as may make them appear 
useful and convenient; and, in, all such cases, good. 
intention will justify evil counsel But where the mattera 
propounded. are evil in their OtOn fttJture, such as the 
matters are wherewith the earl of StrafFord is charged, 
- as to break a publick faith, and to subvert laws and 
government, - they can never be justified by any inten­
tions, how good soever they be pretended. 

"4. He a1legeth it was a time of great neces­
sity and danger, when such counsels Wf're necessary for 
the preservation of the state. Necessity hath been spoken 
of before, as it relates to the cause; now it is considered 
as it relates to the person. If there were any necessity, 
it was of his own making: he, by his evil counsel, had 
brought the king into a necessity; and by no rules of 
justice can be allOWEd to gain this advantage by his own 
fault, as to make that a ground of his justification which 
is a great part of his offence. 

"5. He hath often insinuated this, that it was for his 
majesty's service, in maintenance of that sovereiga. 
power. with which he is intrusted by God for the good 
of his people. The answer is this, - no doubt but 
that sovereign power wherewith his majesty is intrusted 
for the public good hath many glorious efFects, the 
better to enable him thereunto; but without doubt this 
is none of them, that, by his own will, he may lay any 
tax or imposition upon his people without their consent 
in parliament. This hath now been five times ad­
judged by both houses, - in the case of the loans, in con­
demning commissions of the excise, in the resolution 
upon'the sav.ing clause ofFered to be added to !he peti­
tion of right, in the sentence against Manwaring, and 
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now against Lutell, in condemning the ship-money. And, 
therefore~ if the sovereign power of the king call pro­
duce no such effect as this, the allegation of it is an ag­
gravation, and no diminution, of his offence, because 
thereby he doth labour to interest the king against the 
just grievance and complaint of the people. 

"6. That this counsel was propounded with divers li­
mitations and provisions, for securing and repairing the 
liberty of the people. This implies a contradiction - to 
maintain an arbitrary and absolute power, and yet to re­
strain it with limitations and provisions; for even those li­
mitations and provisions will be subject to the same abso­
lute power, and to be dispensed in such manner, and at 
such time, as itself shall determine. Let the grievances 
and oppressions be never so ~eavy, the subject is left 
without a11 remedy, but at his majesty's own pleasure. 

"7. He allegeth they were but words, and no effect 
followed; this needs no answer, but that the miserable 
distempers into which he hath brought all the three 
kingdoms will be evidence sufficient that his wicked 
counsels have had such mischievous effects, within these 
two or three last years, that many years' peace will 
hardly repair those losses and other great mischief~ 
which the commonwealth hath sustained." 

Pym now offered his concluding considerations, which, 
it will be seen, bear emphatic reference to the new 
course which he had already initiated in the house of 
commons, of declaring Strafford's treason by the justice 
of a special enactment. 

" The ninth consideration, my lords, is this, - that 
if this be treason in the nature of it, it doth exceed all 
other treasons in this, that in the design and endeavour 
of the author it wa, to be a conatant and permanent 
tretJ8on. Other treasons are transient, as being confined 
within those particular actions and proportions where­
in they did consist; and those being past, the treason 
ceaseth. The powder treason was full of horror and 
malignity, yet it is past many years since. The 
murder of that magnanimous and glorious kin~ 
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Henry IV. of France, was a great and horrid treason, 
and so were those manifold attempts against queen 
Elizabeth, of blessed memory j but they are long since 
past: the detestation of tItem only remains in his­
tories, and in the minds of men, and will ever remain. 
But this treason, if it had taken effept, WAS TO BE A. 

STANDING, PERPETUAL TREASON, WHICH WOULD HAVE 
BEEN IN OONTINUAL AOT j NOT DETEIUlINED WITHIN ONE 
TIME OR A.GE, BUT TRANSMITTED TO POSTERITY, EVEN 
FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER. 

" The last consideration is this;-that as it is a crime 
odious in the nature of it, so it is odious in the judg­
ment and estimation of the law. To alter the settled 
frame and constitution of government, is treason in 
any state. THE LAWS WHEREBY ALL OTHER PARTS OF 
A. KINGDOM ARE PRESERVED WOULD BE VERY VAIN AND 
DEFEOTIVE, IF THEY HAD NOT A POWER TO SECURE AND 
PRESERVE THEMSELVES." 

The orator concluded with these condensed and ter_ 
rible words: tf The forfeitures inflicted for treason, by 
our law, are of life, honour, and estate, even all that 
can be forfeited j and thi8 prisoner having committed 
so many treasons, although he should pay all-these for­
feitures, will be still a debtor to the commonwea).th. 
Nothing can be more equal than that he should perish 
by the justice of that law which he would have sub_ 
verted. Neither will thia be a new way of blood. There 
are marks enough to trace this law to the very original 
of this kingdom j and if it hath not been put in exe_ 
cution, as he alledgeth, these 240 years, it waa not for 
want of law, but tlmt all that time hath not bred a man 
bold enough to commit 8uck crimea aa theae! .. 

An interesting i,ncident now occurred, which has 
already been described in this work l , but which cannot 
be omitted here. Through the whole of the speech 
Strafford is described to have been closely and earnestly 
watching Pym j when the latter suddenly turning, as 
the above words were spoken, met the fixed and faded 

_ 1 LiCe of Strallbrd, p. 398. 
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eyes and haggard features of his early associate, and a 
rush of feelings from other days, - so fearfully contrllt_ 
ing the youth and friendship of the past l with the love­
poisoned hate of the present and the mortal agony im­
pending in the future, - for a moment deprived the 
patriot of self_poBBe88ion. "His papers he looked on," 
lIys Baillie, "but they could not help him j so he be_ 
hoved to paaa them." For a moment only! Suddenly 
IeOOvering his dignity and self-command, he told the 
court that the solicitor-general, St. John, would, on a 
future day, and "with learning and abilities much 
better for that service," argue certain points of law be­
fore them j and solicited their lordships, for the present, 
to consider the proceedings closed. 

The few eventful weeks of life which still remained 
to Strafford have already been detailed j but some in­
cidents connected with the plots devised for his rescue, 
not given before, may now be used in illustration of 
Pym'lt character. While the bill of attainder was on its 
way to the lords 2, Mr. Hyde (lord Clarendon) was sent 
up to that house with a mesasge stating that the com­
mons apprehended a design for the escape of Strafford, 
and requesting that the Irish army should be disbanded. 
Five days after this, and two days after the ill-advised 
interference of the kingS, a furious mob of upwards of 
6000 people, variously armed, thronged round West­
minster Hall, clamoured for Strafford's blood, and 
placarded the names of those members of the commons 
who, out of a house of 268 ", had voted against the 
attainder, as "StafFordians,· and betrayers of their 
country." The lords instantly demanded a conferen.ce 

I The Rp ..... lon COII9eyed In Straflbni'. look may be felt on reading a 
few of tbe toueblng word •• bleb sraced bis eloquent defenee: -" That 
I am ebarged with treason by the honourable commono, i. my sresteat 
grief: It pierces my beart, though not with sullt, yet with sorrow, that .... 
fII1( Vet! flair, IIhOllld 6. 10 millfMlllerllood 6g the companilml of "'11 goat/I, 
VIitA ""'om I hlJ .. formertg qe1tt 10 mucA time." 

• On the ~th o( April • See Life of Strallbrd, p. S99. 
• .. The qu .. Uon belnll then put for pauing the bill "",Imt the earll it 

..... earrled In tbe alllrmatige by 201 agaimt 59. Mr. Pym w .. ord""", ttt 
earry thil blU to the lords, and to expretll to them 'tbat it was a bill that 
highly concerned the commonwealth In the expediting of It.·.. Thla wu 
on the 211t of April - 014 Ptwl. Hu,. Yol. Ix. pp. iIW, li6S. 
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00 the subject, and were refused. The commons were 
at that moment listening, in the deepest agitation, to 
Pym, whose sleepless vigilance had discovered a fonni..· 
dab1e and dangerOl18 conspiracy, and was then de­
nouncing it, in all its details, and with the names of all 
its actors. He discovered to the house various desperate 
intrigues and daDgerous designs, both at home aad 
abroad (referring to France), ,against the parliament 
and the people; and especially a plot ., to disaffect the 
army to the parliament," and bring it up from the 
north, with the king's assent, to overawe their proceed­
ings; also of a design upon the Tower for lord Straf­
ford's eseape, and of an intended descent of the French 
upon Portsmouth in furtberance of these machinations. 
He stated further, that "persons of eminence about the 
CJ.ueen .. appeared to be deeply implicated; and moved 
that his majesty be requested to shu' the ports, and to 
give orders that no person attending on himself, the 
queen, or the prince, should quit the kingdom without 
licence of his majesty, by the advice of parliament. 1 

The immediate effects of Pym's speech were very 
memorable, The commons, who remained sitting on . 
the occasion with locked doors from seven ill the 
morning till eight at night, drew up a "protestation," 
at last, on Pym's motiou2, .. to defend· the protestant 

I SU~UeDt dlscooerl .. have placed us In poIIIeuiOD of the end 
coune and .ubltance of PJm" pr_t diae\oou..... Tbe, are th ... lhortly 
summed up In the H1atory from Macl<intooh: -" Goring, thell a colonel. 
in the army, and Perey, brother of the earl of Northumberland, took the 
lead in a CODIultation of olllcero, held under an oath of _reey. It ort. 
slnated .. ith Ilr John Suckling, .. ho .... aocn thro .. n aalde /'tom diatrUlt 
of hia penonal courage. The parliament .... to be o,er.wed or diaaolYed ; 
and, In abort, the king render .... abaolute, hy the sudden march .f the 
armJ'to Loadon. They addreaaed to the ting a petition, which he re. 
eci,ia and alJPl'l'ed, and marked with the Initlala C. R.: it l8Ii .... ly COIIl­
promlaed him. Thil m09emeut .... combined with tbe eacape of S1ralbrd.. 
Balfour, lieutenant of the Tower, .... offi!red by the earl 22,0001., the 
marriage of Balfour'a IOn to hi. eldeal daughlo!r. alld the tlng'. warrant 
fer hia Indemnity. He receiyed the king'. command at the .. me time to 
receiye caJ1laln BiUingaler, one of the COIIIpiratoro, with 100 .plcked .. ea, 
Into the To .. er. Dreading the nngeanee of the hOUle of commoD&, be 
rejected the bribe, and refilled obedleace to the miHtary ordar. The kina 
and queen charpd Jermyn. already the ,UeeD'. favourite,' to reconcile the 
rl..t preten,lona of Goring and Perey, but failed to do 80 I and Gorlng.dia­
clOIed the plot to lord Newark, 1Nm whom, throop Bedford, Say. UId 
KImbolton, It reached Pym." 

I See the ...-b 01 Pym. .. reported III au.Ion, yol, L .. 4IIII-MI. 
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church, his meJesty's person and power, the privileges 
of parliament, and the lawful rights and liberties of the 
people"; which was instantly signed by every mem­
ber present (" Edward Hyde" is the second name 
attached to it), subsequently by the members of the 
house of lords (the catholic peers excepted, and who 
were in consequence absent during Strafford's attainder), 
and then circulated, in various copies, for universal 
.signature throughout the kingdom. The sensation thua 
created was felt everywhere; and the popular leaders 
took advantage of it to achieve a still more memorable 
measure. Pym pointed out the nature of the dangers 
that had threatened them before this discovery, and 
asked whether they were safer now? The king had 
listened to and approved a proposal of appealing from 
the house of commons to a military force. Were they 
now secure from instant dissolution? and, supposing 
a dissolution at the present crisis, with a term of three 
years for prerogative measures against the people, were 
not the public liberties in· danger of being lost for ever? 
A bill to secure the existence of the present parliament, 
on which depended every thing, was then named, and 
fervently welcomed by the hoUle. "A rapid impulse," 
observes Mr. Hallam 1, "rather than any concerted re­
solution, appears to hllve dictated a hardy encroachment 
on the prerogative. The bill against the dissolution of 
the present parliament without its own conse!lt was 
resolved in a committee on the 5Lh of May s, brought 
in the next day, and sent to the lords on the 7th.~' On 
the 8th the biD P'l'sed. On the same day Strafford's 
attainder passed also, and both measures were presented 
to the king. 

Be at once signed the biD for the continuance of 
parliament; and Mr. Hallam suggests, that "his ready 
acquiellccnce in this bill, far more dangerous than any 
of those at whieh he had hitherto demurred, can only 
be ascribed to his own shame, and the queen's con-

I Conal. HIlt. YOl. iL P. 155. 
I Tba& II, two daJlIfteJ: l'Jm'l cn-YIIIJ oftbe anDJ plot. 
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&ternation, at the discovery of the late plot." He im­
plored for some delay, however, before signing Strafford's 
attainder. Nothing could be more vain. The ~e 
discovery had also enmeshed him here; for it was 
already obvious, into such a state had the public mind 
been thrown, that had the commons even consented. to 
a temporary respite, it must have been in defiance of 
imminent danger to the kingdom. The bill was signed 
on the 9th of May; and, on the 12th, Strafford, "the 
greatest subject in power, and little inferior to 'any in 
fortune that was at that time in any of the three king­
doms I," suffered on the scaffold. 

Such were the instant consequences of Pym's dis­
covery of the army plot; and others, almost equally 
remarkable, will be noticed hereafter. Lord Clarendon 
has not failed, therefore, to assail the character of. the 
vigilant patriot on this point; and, treating the real 
plot as a very trifling affair, charges Pym in his history 
with having used it only to agitate the public mind, 
and raise terrifying tumults. Admitting, however,. 
subsequently, that what was really discovered "gave 
great credit and reputation to Mr. Pym's vigilance and 
activity," he takes occallion to add, that at this period 
"Mr. Pym had all tavern and ordinary discourses 
carried t9 him;" which only leaves us to regret 
that the treachery of such men as "Mr. Hyde" should 
have rendered such vigilance necesssry. Notwithstand_ 
ing all this, nothing is more certain, at least, than that 
this same "Mr. Hyde" partook of the terrors which 
Pym excited; since he carried ~p the first message to 
the lords, was foremost in the affair of the "pro. 
testation," which so effectually roused the country, and, 
with his friend lord Falkland, managed a sudden con­
ference with the lords respecting the bill for the con_ 
tinuance of parliament. 2 It was only the "earl of 
Clarendon" who, many years after, found it convenient 

I Clarendon • 
• See the JoumaIJ. Colepepper. with Falkland, Hyde, and Whitelock, 

an .. moderate men," were equally warm IIlpportera oftbia very" uncon­
stitutional" me&IIlre. 
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to represent the conspiracy as having been exaggerated for 
factious purposes'; and, notwithstanding the thorough 
exposure of his falsehoods, carelessness,. and disin. 
genuousness by Mr. Brodie and Mr. Hallam 1, he has 
found a very resolute and ill{tenious follower in the 
present day, who yet persists in saying that the only 
solid mischief of the army plot was worked "by the 
adroit management of Pym, whose vigorous concep­
tions could create mighty consequences from slight 
events, and on whose bold designs now revolved the 
fate of an empire." 2 

It is now necessary' to go back a little. Some few 
weeks before the death of Strafford, Pym had been 

, specially chosen by the commons to justify the im­
peachment and detention of Laud, on the occasion of 
their delivering to the lords the articles that had been 
prepared against him. The time was well select~, 
in reference to measures respecting prelacy and the star 
chamber, then instantly depending; and the speech is 
not only so remarkable in itself, but so little known, 
that it claims a place' in his memoir.s The articles 
having been read, Pym opened his task with a very 
striking effect. 

<r My lords," he said, "there is an expression in 
th~ Scripture, which I will not presume either to un­
derstand or to interpret; yet, to a vulgar eye, it seems 
to have an aspect something suitable to the person and 
cause before you. It is a description of the evill 
spirits, wherein they are said ,to be 'spiritual wicked. 
nesses in high places." Crimes acted by the spiritusll 

, faculties of the soule, the will, and the understanding, 
exercised about spirituall matters, concerning God's 
worship and the salvation of man, seconded with power, 
authority, learning, and many other advantages, doe 
make· the party who commits them very suitable to 

I H"ut. of Brit. Empire, vol. iii. pp. 109-114., Dote. COD8t. Hist. voL iL 
P. 154., nOle. • 

• D'IsraeU'. Commentaries, vol. Iv. p. 172. 
• I give tbe extraetl from a .malI quarto in my poueo.lon. printed for 

Ralpb lIfa~ IMI. 

0'9""ed by Google 



188 BRTTISH BTATEBJ(EN. 

that description-sPIRITUAL WIOKEDNE88ES IN maR 

PLACES. 
"Tbese crimes, my lords, are various in their na­

ture, baynous in their gualitie, and universall in their 
extent. If you examine them tAeologically, as they 
stand in opposition to the trueth of God, they will be 
fou~d to be against the rule of faith, against the power 
of godlinesse, against the mtanes of salvation. If you 
examine tb~ morally, as they stand in opposition to 
the ligbt of nature, to right reason, and tbe principles 
of humane society, you will then perceive pride with_ 
out any moderation ; even sucb a pride as that is whicb. 
'exalts ' itselfe ' above all that is called God.' Malice 
without any provocation, malice against vertue, against 
innocency, against pietie! Injustice, witbout any means 
of restitution; even sucb injustice as doeth robbe the 
present times of their possessions, the future of tbeir 
possibilities! If they be examined, my lords, by legall 
rules, in a ci"ill way, as they stand in opposition to the 
puhlique good, and to the lawa of the land, the accused 
will be found to be a tray tour against his m~estie's 
crowne, an incendiary against the peace of the state, 
the highest, the boldest, the most impudent oppressour, 
that ever was an oppressour both of king and people. 

" This charge, my lords, is distributed and conveyed 
into fourteene severan articles, as you have heard; and 
those articles are onely generall: it being the inten­
tion of the bouse of eommons (which they have com­
manded me to declare) to make them more certaine 
and particular by preparatory examinations, to be taken 
witb the helpe of your lordships' house, as in the case 
of my lord of Strafford. For the present, I sball runne 
througb them with a light touch, onely marking, in 
each of them, some speciall pointa of venome, viru­
lency, and malignity. 

" The first article, my lords, doth containe his en­
deavour- to introduce into this kingdome an arbitrary 
power of government, witbout any limitations or rules 
of law. This, my lords, is against -the safety of the 
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king's person, the honour of his crOWD, and most de­
structive to bis people. Those causes which are most 
perfect have not onely a power to produce effects, but 
to conserve and cherish them. The seminary vertue, 
and the nutritive vertue in vegetables, doe produce 
from the same principles. It was the defect of justice, 
the restrayning of oppression and violence, that first 
brought government into the world, and set up kings, 
the most excellent way of government; and by the 
maintenance of justice, all kindes of government receive 
a sure foundation and establishment. I t is this that 
bath in it an ability to preserve and secure thp royall 
power of kings; yea, to adorn and increase it. 

" In the second article, your lordships may observe 
absolute and unlimited power defended by preaching; 
by sermons, and other discourses, printed and published 
upon that subject: and truely, my lords, it seems to be 
a prodigious crime that the trueth of God. and bis 
holy law, should be perverted ttl defend the lawlessnesse 
of man; that the holy and sacred function of the 
ministery, which was ordained for instruction of men's 
soules in the wayes of God, should bee so abused that 
the ministers are become trumpets of sedition, the pro­
moters and defenders of violence and oppression! 

" In the third article, my lords, you have the judges, 
who, under his majestie, are the dispensers and dis­
tributors of justice, frequently cormpted by feare and 
solicitation; you have the course of justice ·in the 
execution of it shamefully obstructed; and, if a willful 
act of injustice in a judge bee so high a crime in the 
estimate of the law as to deserve death, under what 
burthen of guilt doth this man lye, who hath beene the 
cause of great numbers of such voluntary and willful 
acts of injustice? 

"In the fourth article, he will bee found, in his 
owne person, to have sold justice in causes depending 
before bim; and, by his wicked counsell, endeavouring 
to make his majestie a merchant of the same commo_ 
dity: onely with this difference. that the king. by taking 
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money for places of judicature, should sell it in grosse; -
whereas the archbishop sold it by retaile. 

" In the fifth article, there appeares a power usurped 
of making canons, and of laying obligations on the 
subjects in the nature of lawes; while this .power is 
abused to the making of such canons, as are in the 
matter elf them very pernicious, being directly contrary 
to the prerogative of the king and the liberty of the 
people. In the manner of pressing of them, may be 
found fraud and shufBing; in the conclusion, violence 
and constraint, men being forced by terrour and 
threatening to subscribe to all: - which power, thua 
wickedly gotten, has been laboured to be established 
by perjury, and the injoyning such an oath for the 
maintenance of it as can neither be taken nor kept 
with a good conscience. 

" In the sixth article, you have the king robbed of 
his supremacy; you have a papall power exercised over 
his majestie's subjects, in their consciences and in their 
persons; you have ecclesiasticall jurisdiction claimed 
by an incident right, which the law declares to proceed 
from the crown. And herein your IordBhifJll may 00-
8ertJe that those who labour, in ciflil matters, to set up 
the king above the lawes of the kingdom, do yet, in eccle-
8ia8ticall matters, endeavour to set up themselves abooe 
the king. This was first procured by the archbishop 
to be extrajudicially declared by the judges, and then 
to be published in a proclamation. In !ioing whereof 
he hath made the king's throne but a footstoole for his 
owne and their pride. 

" You have, my lords, in the seventh article, religion 
undermined and subverte4; you have popery cherished 
and defended; you have all this seconded with power 
and violence: by severe punishment upon those which 
have opposed this mischievous intention, and by sub­
tile and eager persecution, hath the power of ecclesiss­
ticall commissioners, of the starre chamber and councell 
table, been made subservient to the wicked designe. 

" My lords, you may observe, in th~ eighth article, 
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great care taken to get into his owne hande the power 
of nominating to ecciesiastcalllivings and promotions. 
You have as much mischievous, as much wicked care 
taken in disposing of these preferments, to the hinder­
ance and con-uption of religion; and by this meanes, 
my lords, it is that the king's sacred majesty, instesd 
of sermons, fit for spirituall ,instructours, hath often 
given forth invectives against his people, incourage­
ments to injustice, or to the overthrow of the Iawes! 
Such chaplains have beene brought, indeed, into his 
owne service, as have as much as may bee laboured to 
corrupt his owne household, and beene eminent examples 
of corruption to others; which hath, moreover, so 
farre prevailed, as that it hath exceedingly tainted the 
universities, and beelfe generally disperst through all 
the chiefe cities, the greatest townes and auditories of 
the kingdome; the grievous effects 'whereof are most 
manifest to the commons house, there being divers 
hundred complaints there depending against scandalous 
ministers, and yet I believe the hundredth part of 
them not yet brought in. 

" The ninth article sets out the like care to have chap­
laines of his owne, that might bee promoters of this 
wicked and trayterous designe; men of corrupt judge.. 
ments, of corrupt practice, extreamely addicted to 
superstition. And to such men's cares hath lJeene 
committed the lycensing of bookes to the preBBe; by 
meanes whereof many have beene published that are 
full of falshood, of scandals; such as have beene more 
worthy to be burnt by the hand of the hangman in­
Smithfield (as I thinke one of them was I) than to be 
admitted to come into the hands of the king's people. 

" In the tenth article it will apP!*"'e how he, having 
made these approaches' to popery, comes now to close 
and joyne more neerely with it. Bee confederates with 
priests and jesuits; hee, by his instruments, negotiate8 
with the pope at Rome 2, and hath correspondence with 

1 An allusion to one of Manwaring'. books. 
_ • The celebrated oll'er from the court in Italy to make Laud a cardinal, . 
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them that he authorized from Rome here. He lIafA. 
permitted a Romane hierarchie to be Bet up in thie 
kingd6m. And though he hath beene so careful that a 
poore man could !lot goe to the neighbour parish to heare 
a sermon when he had none at home, could not have a 
sermon repeated nor prayer used in hisowne family, 
but he was a fit subject for the high commission court; 
yet the other hath been done in all parts of the realme, 
and no notice taken of it" by any ecclesiasticall judges or 
courts. 

c< My lords, you may perceive preaching suppressed 
in the eleventh article; divers godly and orthodox minis­
ters oppressed in their persons and estates. You have 
the king's loyall subjects banished out of the kingdome, 
not as Elimeleck, to seeke for bread in forraigne coun~ 
tries by reason of the great scarcity which was in 
Israel, but travelling abroad for tbe bread of life 
because they could not have it at home, by reason of 
the spirituall famine of God's word caused by this man 
and his partakers: and, by this meanes, you have had 
the trade, the manufactory, the industry of many 
thousands of his maJesty's subjects, carried out of the 
land. It is a miserable abuse of the spirituall,keyes, to 
shut up the doors of beaven, and to open the gates of 
hell; to let in prophaneness, ignorance, superstition, 
and errour. I shall need say no more. These things 
are evident, and abundantly known to all 

c< In the twelfth article, my lords, you have a divi­
sion endeavoured betweene this and the forraigne ~ 
formed churches. Now, the church of Christ is one 
body, and the members of Christ have a mutuall rela­
tion, as members of the same body. Unity withGoiC. 
true church ooerg where iB not onely the beauty, but the 
.trrmgth of religion; of which beauty and strength be 

and hi. cIoubta, heoitatlon, and'flnal relUoaI,-" hecaule aomewhat dwelt 
.. ithin him wbich would not suffer that, till Rome was other tball It ....... 
_ .. ere all recorded In Laud'. Diary by his own band, aod are well knowa. 
Rome .till cherilbed, In thOle day., the project or reotorins ita communion 
In Enaland. 
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hath sought to deprive this church, by his manifold 
attempts to break this union. To which purpose he 
hath suppressed the priviledges grauted to the Dutch 
and French churches. Hee hath denyed them to be of 
the same faith and religion with us; and many other 
wares hath he declared his malice to those churches. 

" In the thirteenth article, as he hath sought to make 
an ecclesiastical! di vision, or religious difference between 
us and forraign nations, so he hath sought to make a 
civill difference betweene us and his majesty's subjects 
of the kingdome of Scotland. And thil hee hath pro­
moted by many innovations, there prest by himselfe 
~md his owne authority. When they were uncapable 
of' such alterations, he advised his majestie to use 
. violence. He hath made private and publike collec­
tions towards the maintenance of that warre ; which he 
might justly call his owne warre. And with an im­
pudent boldnesse, he hath struck ta1l1es in the ex­
chequer for divers lums of money, procured by himsel£e, 
1'''0 defenrio1l8 "egni; when, by his counsels, the king 
was drawne to undertake, not a defensive, but an 
offensive warre. 

"He hath lastly, my lords, thought to secure him_ 
selfe and his party, by seeking to undermine parliaments; 
and thereby hath laboured to bereave this kingdome of 

-the legitdative power, which can onely be used in par­
liaments. We should then have been left a kingdome, 
without that which, indeed, makes and constitutes a . 
kiugdbme; and is the onely meane to preserve and 
restore it from distempers and decayes. He hath 
hereby endevoured to bereave us of the highest judi­
catory ; such a judicatory as is necessary and essential! 
to our government. Some cases cannot be tried in any 
inferiour ~ court; as divers cases of treason, and others 
concerning the prerogative of the crowne and liberty of 
the people. It is the supreame judicatory to which al! 
difficult cases resort from other courts. Thus he hath 
eought to deprive the king of the love and councell of 
his people, of that assistance which he might have 

VOl •• Ill. o 
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from them; and likewise to deprive the people of th~t 
reliefe of grievances which they most humbly expect 
from his majesty. 

"My lords, the parliament is the cabinet, wherein 
the chief est jewels both of the crowne and kingdome 
are deposited. The great prerogative of the king, and 
the liberty of the people, are most efFectaally exercised 
and maintained by parliaments. Here, my lords, you 
cannot passe by this occasion of great thankes to God 
and his majesty for passing the bill whereby the fre­
quent course of parliaments is established; which, I 
assure myselfe, he will by experience finde to be a 
strong foundation both of his honour and of his erowne. 

" This is all, my lords, I have to say to the particu­
lars of the charge. The commons desire your lordships 
that they may have the same way of examination that 
they had in the ease of the earle of Strafford; that is, 
to examine members of all kindes of your lordships' 
house and their owne, and, otbers~ as they shall see 
cause. And those examinations to be kept secret and 
private, that they may with more advantage be made 
use of, when the matter comes to tryalL" 

Nothing is more striking in this speech than the utter 
absence of any thing like sectarian intolerance j and no 
thing, it will be admitted, after reading this and other 
,evidences of opinion to be adduced hereafter, has been 
80 much misunderstood as the nature and influence of 
,religion on the mind of this great speaker and states­
man. It will have been observed, throughout the 
speech just given, that he restricts himself with singular 
closeness to the political influence of Laud's adminis­
tration; that he chooSes the plainest and most obvious 
illustrations of its despotic tendency; and that he em­
ploys no language, strong as the temptation would have 
been to a man of bigoted persuasions; beyond what is 
simply necessary to earry his positions distinctly home. 
The leading sentiment through the whole is that of a 
vigorous and practical statesman. In the exposing Laud's 
design to set up a " Roman hierarchie" -in the show~ 
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mg the false claiM to rc ecclesiastical jurisdiction," 
grounded on rc an incident right" which" the law de­
claf'e8 to proceed from the crowne" - in the &tripping 
bare the pretensions of "those who laoou!' in civill 
matters to set up the king above the laws of the ki·ng-

. dom, and yet in ecclesiastical matters do endeavour· to 
set up themselves above the king"-we see nothing 
that is not worthy of the highest order of political ca_ 
pacity, and indeed nothing that has not directly pro­
ceeded from it. It is to be supposed, iu. charity, that 
all the elaborate accounts in the family histories of the 
bigotry and intolerance of Pym, and that all the accus­
ations against him of "mysterious jargon" in the reli­
gious matters of government, are not the offSpring of 
deliberate falsehood. I have found it difficult even to 
find, many of Pym's speeches, and others may hue 
found it equally difficult, or at least inconvenient, to 
f'etUl them. 

Now, however, once for all, before I proceed to • 
resume the active course of Pym's life, after the death 
of Strafford, let me interpose some few remarks con_ 
'ceming this rc mysterious jargon " which we have heard 
so much of, from 80 many various quarters, in refer-
ence to the speeches of Pym and the popular leaders of 
the day. Its utter inapplicability, practically speaking, 
has been proved already by these pages; but there is a 
certain question involved in the very circumstance of 
the charge having having been made at all, which bears 
a relation to the subject of this memoir, too important 
to be passed over in silence. 

C'Mysterious jargon:' being translated, means no­
thing more than a frequent recurrence of the phrase­
'ology of Scripture; and to this, in a certain kind and 
'degree, Pym may very proudly plesd guilty. Some_ 
thing beyond this, howeve!', is to be said; not in vin­
dication of the practice, for it needs none, but in 
explanation of the illfluences it sprang from and of the 
'cause of its so potent and universal action at this pe­
riod, in the atmosphere of life and thought. This is 

02 
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never sufficiently kept in view. Every one can think 
himself privileged to laugh at the too exclusive seareh 
after parallelism in the deeds of the Hebrew worthies, 
indulged by the people generally in Pym'a days; but 
very few have thought it worth while to go sufficiently 
back to understand the original idea, or movement of the 
mind, of which these are the vestiges only. The 
mighty sound is gone - by the mere echo, thunder 
itself seems no perilous matter. 

Rever', however, to the very beginniug. It ia not 
my province or intention here to explain, or reason on, 
but simply to state, the fact i that the fountain of in­
fluence, of the great influence in this world, has been the 
Bible - that book whose first words 1 announce what 
philosophers have at length agreed to be the one ~d 
only truth we are capable of demonstrating, and which 
one truth seems a fit object, enough to employ, and 
destined to employ, life. In the next place, that book 

• is the history of a certain race; it is meant to be tbe 
type of a nation. The nature of the institutions it re· 
cords is not within my present province to discuss; 
Buffice it to say, that whenever the general intellect of 
man has grown too large for its institutions, or its ty­
rannies of habit and custom, it has gone instinctively 
back to tbose records to renew its strength, and to take 
a new course by their direction-as the enfeebled or 
restless man of civilisation might compare himself from 
tittle to time with Plato's original type of man, to ascer. 
tain his precise situatiOll. Afterwards Christ came to 
« fulfil tbe law in in other words, to give this type anew 
in all its freshness. Tben the crusades followed; the 
reformation; the emancipation of mind, and modem 
freedom of thought i-all of which are to be held, in an 
inquiry of this kind, as recurrences to the one grand 
type. The graceful arts, meanwhile, constituted as they 
are to benefit men, must of course rise or faU with bis 
dignity; and hence a aim1lItaneouB influence on these 
arts has been the effect of these recurrences. Tbi. i8 

I I!c U ... IIOIIrIllIrG. GOD CIUUTJID U. RBAYD .tJID UK ..... TIL 
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not the place to pursue the inquiry in detail; but let 
the soholar, at hi. leisure, glance at the progre81 from 
Dante through all the changes till Milton-from Giotto 
and Ghiberti to Michael Angelo, and down again to 
PoUll&in ; - or advance from the mOlt timid Palestrina 
and Pergoleai, to the pure and magnificent Hebraism of 
Handel. • 

Keeping all this in view,- the nature of the epoch 
we are considering, and the position of the men, will 
explain the rest. An attempt appeared to be in pro. 
gress to cheek the impulses of the reformation, when 
terrible energies sprang from the rebound, and embodied. 
themselves in the Eliots, the Pyms, the Hampiens, and 
the Vanes; and new p&&lions and emotions were seat.. 
tered abroad among the people, under the forms of the 
great original type of power and expreasion, to cheek 
the threatened retreat into bigoted faith and slavish 
obedience. It is not difficult to follow up to the result. 
Imagine the great public mind o..verlaid and opposed by 
a diuolute and artificial court, consecrated and made 
plausible in its pretences by a literature growing out of, 
and adapted to, the most servile court in the world 
(that of Augustus) ; - see all thoughts expressing them­
selves in that literature; testing themselves, their worth, 
their approvedne81, by it only, and running only in 
such a ohannel; -and tMn imagine that mind recurring, 
in unison with the laws I have mentioned, to the old 
type - bW'Bting forth into the prilD8!val liberty­
plunging itself suddenly back among the rich treasures 
of thought and feeling, disclosed in the \ translation of 
the Bible, - the ancient manners revealed! the lessons 
of the inspired teachers taught again! the days when 
all were equal contrasted, to the people, with their own ! 
or when, in the midst of the petty kings of Moab and 
Edom, the free people of Iuael, without a king, lived 
mpJestically I-imagine all this, and nothing wili be want.. 
ing to explain the source of the wildest fancies of the 
time, or the origin of the form which many of the 
thoughts of the greatest writers and orators assumed 

., 3 
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There will be an opportunity of pursuing this into all ita 
relations, when treating of the life and works of Vane. 
Meanwhile Pym restrained the tendency, while he gaided 
it no less, up to the hour of hiB death. In himself, in 
Eliot, and in Hampden, we see the grand develop­
ment of one of those reeurrences to the first idea or type; 
- the beginning of that movement of mind, of that stride 
in the progress of man, whicb had its subsequent con­
summation in the intellect of Virile. Pym was Vane's 
first friend; he was his teacber, so to speak; be intro­
duced him into public life. 1 

Every accession, if the term may be used, of ori­
ginality of thought, brings with it neeeBBarily an ac­
eeBSiou of a certain originality of style. The one is 
progressive as the other, with obvious limits and re­
strictions. The thoughts of Pym's days, assimilating 
themselves in the grandness of a common object, to the 
first and intensest ideas of the world, clung also round 
the simple and sublime language of the eal'liest ages, 
and indeed sought and struggled not to be dJsconnected 
from the very words last used when God Was before his 
people in the cloud and the· flame. But, apart from this 
natural consequence, whe~ can be found such an oratorical 
text-book as the Bible? Not, assuredly, in Greece or 
Rome! Pym availed himself of it with a most ad­
mirable taste, no less than the profollndest political 
purpose. Nothing, indeed, throughout this great man's 
life is more observable, thlrll that in which it has been 
most grossly misunderstood - his invariable treatment 
of religion as an element of political government. ,Let 
it always be recollected that, to him, a true political 
government toaB religion. His was that great capacity 
in which bad government and good faith, or good 
government and bigoted faith, could not co-exist. To. 
be free in thought and in act; to seellre responsibility 
in government, and security in the public liberties; was, 
with him, te Bet up the true religion in its purity. It 
was with Pym the practice tirst began, in these day., of 

1 StraIIbrd Papera, vol. iL 
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prosecuting the public measures on the Sabbath itself 
in ce,tain crises I; and no doubt with a view to its 
profound result on the minds of the people, that, in 
thus using the very day they were most urgent to free 
from the desecration of the court, they made, as it were, 
their business Heaven's own; and," standing in the 
great hand of God," had become once again his minis­
ters. 

All this it was which produced Milton also; whose 
life and works are a deliberate looking forth into $e 
world and into paradise, and a final choice of the latter. 
His thoughts ever aspired upwards and upwards to the 
Hebrew theocracy, beyond" insolent Greece and haughty 
Rome," and "all that they have left us." In his 
Paradise Regained, indeed, he has chosen to condense 
the whole argum~nt in one glorious and triumphant 
passage. After bringing forward - irresistibly, to all 
antagonists but one, and that one, himself - the position 
that 

All knowledge is not couch'd In Mooeo' Jaw, 
The Penlateurh, or what the prophets wrote: 
The GentilesallO know, and write, and ttlllCh 
To admiration, led by nature'. I\gbt, 
And with the Gentiles much thou must convel'lle-

- after going to the very heart of the argument, and: 
fortifying it by an eulogium on Athens which makes. 
even the greatest work of Sophocles, written professedly 
to flatter Colon08, his native Bf/iLO', wholly tame in 
the comparison, - he calmly and for ever sets the 
question at rest in that magnificent reply of the Saviour, 
the conclusion of'which is indeed the true " device" of 
the Pyms and Vanes. 

Their Oraton thou tb en extoll'st, 81 thOle 
The top of eloquence; Statists Indeed, 
And lovers of their country, 81 may seem; 
But bereln to our PaOPHB .... far beneath 
As men divinely taught, and better ttlIICbing 
The solid rules of civil government, 
In their majestic unaWooted style, 
Than all tbe oratory of Greece and Rome. 
In them is plainest taught, and eulest learnt, 
What makes a nation happy, and"keepllt lOr 

I He did this on the occuion of the discovery of Waller'. plot, 81 will be 
leen shortly" 

04_ • 
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Mter the death of Strafford, public affairs advanced to 
a crisis rapidly. The gradual disclosures made under 
Pym's committee appointed to investigate the recent and 
IItill continuing conspiracies against the parliament and 
people, served to keep the public mind excited and 
vigilant; special lJle&B1U'eS were taken for the security 
of Po11Bmouth; the queen's confessor and other Roman 
catholic attendauta were dismissed; and her mother, 
Mary de Medici, who had BOught shelter in England 
from the power of Richelieu, was requested ("the 
rather, for the quieting of the jealousies in the hearts 
of his majesty's well-afFeeted subjects, occasioned by 
BOme ill instruments about the queen's person") to leave 
the kingdom. Upon tbis, Henrietta herself expressed 
a wish and an intention to leave England, her health 
requiring her, sbe said, to take tbe waters of Spa. 
That this was not her real purpose, however, was more 
than 8U8pected by the popular leaders; and Pym con­
ducted certain negotiations on the subject which ended 
in her majesty's declining the journey. It was supposed, 
and subsequently rendered almost certain, that Hen­
rietta's motive was to have BOUght foreign aid against the 
parliament.1 

Bills bad passed, meanwhile, for the abolition of the 
court of star chamber, the bigh commission, the court 
of York, the court of the Welsh marches; and other 
horrible engines of the administration of Strafford and 

1 See'Rulhwurth, voL lv, p. 849, 350.; and Parliamentary History. The 
meosage of the common, after hc.r majmy's compliance with their request, 
and her an,wer, are characteristic: .. That beeaule we understand, by sir 
Theodore Mayome, that the chief caUIe of her majesty's sicknell and dis.. 
"""pen proceed from lOme dllcontent of her mind, the boUle of commona 
ba,e thought good to declare, • that If any thing within the power of par. 
llament may glv. her majeoty contentment, they are 10 tender of lIer 
bealth, botb In due reapect to liil moat excellent majesty and benolf, that 
they will be ready to further her satlsficlion In all thinga, ID far .. may 
atand with that public duty to whiob they are ohliged.~" Answer: .. Igi,e 
many thank. to both hoUleo of parliament, for their great care of my 
bealth, and their aIII!ctIon to me,lioplng I aball see the elIl!ct of it. Truly, 
nothing but my bealth could bave made me to resolve of tills joumey' 
and, If I thought I rould aerve the king aM this kingdom with the b~ 
of my life, I would do it. And 1 hope you will believe that I bave ID mucb 
Inte ... t in tbe good of tbls kingdom, that I ,hall never wi.h any thing to 
the prejudice of it. You will pardon the imperfectn ... of my English. I 
bad rather .poken In any other lanpage;; but I, tbougbt ibis WDullfbe.mon 
acceptable." . ' 
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Laud; and a subsidy bill was sent with them to the 
king, to receive the royal aasent. The subsidy bill re­
ceived it at once, while no notice was taken of the 
others. Charlea still madly clung to hi. old eccleaiaati­
cal government, and could not, without heavy pangs, 
surrender the terrors of the star-chamber. But it fared 
with this, as with every thing else. While murmurs 
were not distantly heard throughout the city, and 
while the commons were in hard and secret debate with 
closed doors, - the monarch, suddenly alarmed, hur. 
ried down to the house of lords, and summoning the 
commons, and rebuking them for their distrust, gave his 
aasent to both the bills. It was the sad misfortune of 
this prince to banish every semblance of grace from his 
concessions. In each and all he never failed to leave a 
drop of bitterness that was enough to poison the whole. 
His conduct on the present occasion, betraying what his 
hope and his will still wasj had the effect of driving in 
the current against church government and the prelacy 
more strongly and violently than ever. The" root and 
branch" petition was revived in the house of commons. 

The rise and present influence of the republican 
party in that house, will be described in the life of 
Vane. It is only necessary to treat of these religious 
questions, in which they now especially busied them 
selves, in so far as they strikingly illustrate the political 
course of PYIll, which was, in reality, as decided here, 
as it was in every other dispute where good government 
lay on one side and tyranny on the other. It might 
serve Clarendon's purpose to secure the authority of 
Pym in favour of his darling episcopacy; but why 
have modem writers, with9ut his cause to sustain, 
adopted his errors and misrepresentations? 1 

I Lord Nusent .y., In hla Memorial8 of Hampden, that co Pym .. II bDt 
a faint lupporter of the bill to .... trllln the blahopo from n>ting \' and thaI, 
on the further meulUlll ,.,.. abollahlng epiJcopacy, he WII open Y oppooecI 
to Hampden, Vane, Flanneo,".tc. 'lbla,1I will be .bown presently,ilan 
utterly groundleos _lon, in 10 far .. the exiotence of epi_pocy "'II ever 
brought in question. My former reference to thll subject (p. 155.) "'II In 
relation to the opinionl beld by Pym on the ec:cleliaotIcaI conltitUtion of 
En,land, II a human inotitution. 
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A vote passed to the effect that the bishops should 
not sit in parliament, and the grounds of the vote were 
communicated in a conference to the lords. Their 
lordships at once resolved the contrary of this vote; not 
in much love for the bishops, but with no little alarm 
for themselves. The commons, on this, lost no time 
in changing their resolution to a bill, which disabled the 
bishops and clergy from temporal functions. On the 
third reading, in the upper house I, the bishops' votes 
were restored, and the commons, after two conferences, 
refused to receive the «amended" bill. A memorable 
result followed. A bolder measure was projected; and 
a bill for the utter abolishing and taking away of arch. 
bishops, bishops, deans, archdeacons, and their officers, 
out of the church of England, was 'drawn up by Saint 
John, and at once introduced. It was read twice on 
the day of itB introduction2, and went into committee 
on the 11th of June, fifteen days after. 

Now mark what Clarendon sayll on this subject. 
After observing that on its first introduction "the re­
jecting it was earnestly urged by very many," and re. 
peating some of the remarks to this effect, the "his­
torisn" thus proeeeds: - " The bill was at last read, and 
no question being to be put upon the first reading, it 
WfU laid by, and not called upon in a long time after. 3 
When every body expected that nothing should be men­
tioned in the house but the dispatch of the treaty of the 
pacification, they called in a morning' for the bill' (that 
had 80 long before been brought in by sir Edward 
Dering 4) 'for the extirpation of epis~pacy,' and gatJe 

I On thlt. as OIl every other matter connected with thlt bill, Clarendon 
I. guilty of the most wi1CoI, or the most grossly Inaccurate, error. He lays 
on thi., that .. the lord. could not be prevailed with'" ... ...,,, 11' to eommiI 
tile bill, but at the oecond reading utterly cast It out" 

, See Journal. of May, 1641, and an admirable remark in Godwin', 
HIstory or the Commonwealth, vol. t J'- 61. 

• Vol. I. J>. 418 . 
• The only JOIt'remark I can ftnd In Clarendon about the whole or thla 

matter, relates to thlt weak and lilly gentlema1l. to whose hand. tbe bill 
.... injudiciouII, committed, and who will be heard of lOOn In a very dif. 
ferpnt character. Clarendon ollie"", that tbe popular party .. prevailed 
witb lir Edward Dering, a man very opposite to all tbei. deolgnl (but a 
man of levity and vanity, euilrllatlered by being commended), to Pre:-
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it a 8econd reading; and resolved 'that it should be 
committed to a committee of the house, and that it 
should be proceeded upon the next ~orning: It was a 
very long debate the next morning, after the speaker 
had left the chair, who should be in the chair for the 
committee; they who wished well to the bill having 
resolved 'to put Mr. Hyde into the chair, that he inight 
not WV" by frequent speakhih, 
much vscpediting the bill: 
Mr. e%1ii%m,'nded to the chair 

ii~'ivg divided in opinim' 
flbstruct the bill m(l~" 

than iii liberty, and 
true. • • The chairman perplexed them fJery much ; for 
besides that at the end of his report every day to the 
house, before the house put the question for the con­
currence in the votes, he always enlarged himself against 
every one of them, and so spent them much time; when 
they were in the heat and passion of the debate, he often 
ensnared them in a que8tion 2 ;-so that when he reported 
to the lirk of the day, he 

tty contrary to 
in that manl 

advanced towarx¥!5 
ex;view all that they 

the kigg to begin his joumek 
land, they were forced to discontinue their beloved bill, 
and let it rest." " 

Such and so despicable is the self_sketched character 
of the loyal and religious Clarendon! Setting aside his 
plain falsehoods in these memorable extracts, what mean 
and pitiful pettifogger of the law would not feel shame 
to be set down as a party to the tricks which are here 
--""" ----------

xl,;,'" lex did from the gallery, lent it t~~; t.*""" 
Ovid, I~X "'; w .. hi' greatest motlv, 

'iiHfo.;",da, sed immedicabile viit 
?Ll1f%;" 2'*""": "i;F"n/im",':l t:Et, ne pan .incera traha£tJ; " 

1 Thx,x ;xl;,',ix"ed for the lirst time j;; ,1%4 
edition. : roLl' 'i; the lirat time. 
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unblushingly, and indeed with a self-satisfied chuckle, 
described! And what is the worth of the testimony of 
such a writer on any disputed matter? not to speak of 
the ,.,resent, wherein he lent himself to luch ~picable 
meanness. 

Another extract, from Clarendon'. own life, completes 
the pitture he has left of himself at this period. "When 
Mr. Hyde sat in the chair, in the grand committee oC 
the house for the extirpation of episcopacy, aU that 
party made great court to him, and the house keeping 
those disorderly hours, and seldom rising till after four 
of the clock in the afternoon, they Crequently importuned 
him to .dine with them at Mr. Pgm',/odging" which 
was at sir Richard Manly's house, in a little court behind 
Westminlter Hall, where he and Mr. Hampden, sir A. 
Hazlerigg, and two or three more, upon a ,rock kept a 
table, where they tramacted much burine88, and invited 
thither those oC whose conversation they had any hope." 
Except in the lively illustration it affords of the party 
system of the time, this statement is quite as little worth 
credit as the others, and indeed carries internal evidence 
oC misrepresentation. The same writer, in his history, 
could say that Pym took no interest in the progre88 of . 
the anti-episcopacy measure! The truth was, that if 
he Wall interested in anything more than that at this 
particular time, it was in the evident trimming and 
shuffling oC " Mr. Hyde" himself. 

Meanwhile, before turning to consider the latter, let 
me exhibit the feeling of Pym respecting these questions 
in an unequivocal shape. When, for various reason., 
this church bill was temporarily suspended, Pym was 
the author of a very resolute and decisive measure. 
Some months before, in the midst of all the threatening 
aspects of the time, the bishopa had exhibited their 
gross love of tyranny, and their still grosser folly, in 
enacting a series of canoos in convocation, which im­
posed oaths, introduced innovations, and set aBide the 
laws of the land. Pym now pointed out the propriety 
of impeaching the thirteen prelates who had been mOlt 
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active in framing the canoDs. I will extract the result 
of this motion from ita place in the joumala. 

"Mr. Pym declared. from the house of commons, that 
there is nothing of greater importance to the safety and 
good of the kingdom, than that this high court of par­
liament, which is the fountain of justice and govem­
ment, should be kept pure and uncorrupted free from 
partiality and bye respects. This will not only add 
lustre and reputation, but strength and authority, to all 
our actions •. Herein, he said, your lordships are specially 
interested, as you are a third estate by inheritance and 
birthright; so the commons are publicly interested by 
representation of the whole body of ~e comm,ons of 
this kingdom, whose lives, fortunes, and liberties, are 
deposited under the cu@tody and trust of the parliament. 

"He said, tbe commons have commanded him and 
bia colleague, Mr. Solicitor General, to present to your 
lordships two propositions, which they thought very 
neceaaary to be observed and put in execution at this 
time. First, that the thirteen bishops, which atand 
accused before your lordships for making the late pre_ 
tended canons and constitutiona, may be excluded from 
their votes in parliament. Secondly, that all the bishops 
may be suspended from their votes upon that bill,entitIed, 
An Act to disable all Persons in Holy Orders to exercise 
any Jurisdiction or Authority Temporal. 

" The first of these was committed to bis charge, and 
be said he would support it with three reasons:­
First. That the thirteen bishops have broken that trust 
to which every member of parliament is obliged; which 
trust ill to maintain, 1. The prerogative of the king.-
2. The privilege of parliaments. - S. The property of 
the subject. - 4. The peace of the kingdom. These 
were the jewels, he said, that are deposed under the 
trust of parliament; and this trust these prelates had 
broken, not by one transient act, but by setting up ca­
nons in nature of laws to bind the kingdom for ever. 

t< That the eanons are of this nature, appeared by the 
1:0te8 of both houses; and that they were all parties to 
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the making thereof, appesred by the acts of that synod • 
• The book itself the commons cannot tender to your 

lordships, because they sent for it, but he that hath the 
book in custody was out of town; but a member of their 
own house, upon view of it, is ready to depose, that 
their names were entered among those that did subscribe 
to it. 

" W'herefore the house of commons desire your lord­
ships, in the first place, to consider, whether they that 
take to tAem8ellJU a legi8lative power, destructive to par­
liarllent8, be fit to exerciae that power of making law8, 
lwhich' onl,'I belong8 to the parliafllBnt. 

"Secondly. Whether it be safe for the commonwealth, 
that they should be trusted with making laWI, who, as 
much as in them lay, have endeavoured to deprive the 
suiject of those good laws which are already made. 

" A third reason is this, - That they stand accused of 
crimes very heinous; that is, of sedition, and of sub. 
version of the laws of the kingdom. This will easily 
appear in the nature of the canons themselves, as also 
by the votes to which your lordships and the commons 
have already agreed. Standing so accused, is it fit that 
they should have the exercise of so great a thing as the 
continuing of their votes and places in parliament ?" 

And, though it occurred some few monthl! after· 
this time, I will here present also Pym's speech at a 
conference with the lords, on delivering a charge against 
lord Digby (recently raised to their lordships' house), 
since it has immediate relation to the saBle question, is 
sufficiently explanatory of itself, and is a still more dis­
tinct and forcible expression, than any which has yet 
been given, of the grounds of Pym's opposition to the 
temporal power and authority of bishops: -

"My lords, the knights, citizens, and burgesses of 
the house of commons, now assembled in parliament, 
have commanded me to present to your lordships this 
information, which they have received against the right 
honourable George lord Digby, of such dangerous con· 
sequence, that, if not prevented, evil and troublesome 
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'events may ensue, to the great hazarding the peace of 
this kingdom, and the great hinderance of the happy 
proceedings of this parliament. 

" My lords, I humbly crave your patience to declare 
to your lordships what I am commanded concerning the 
said information, which is, that be, the said lord 
Digby. should give forth report, upon reading the late 
petition and protestation of the twelve bishops, 'tbat the 
present parliament was a forced one; . and that the acts, 
votes, and laws that should be erlacted therein, without 
the votes and assents of the bishops, are void and of 
none efrect, and not binding to the subject.' 

" My lords, this report is of great danger to the state, 
if proved against the said lord, in these three respects, 
as I. under your lordsbips' favour, conceive. First, it 
is a great breach of tbe rights and privileges of par_ 
liament; secondly, it intrencheth mueh on the preroga­
tive of the king, and abridges his royal power; thirdly, 
it is the first step to bring into this state an arbitrary 
and tyrannical form of govemment. 

" My lords, it is a bresch of the privileges of par.;. 
liament, for these reasons. It is against the votes of 
parliamentary proceedings, which ought to be reserved 
and unquestionable during the free sitting thereof. It 
is against the late act of parliament, in that case made 
and provided. for not adjouming or abrupt breaking up 
of the same. TAil act, my lord8, tDa8 freely tJoted by 
both luJtuu; freely and willingly paBmi by AiB majuty. 
without any force or compulBory metJna uled by any, or 
primte tllDrking of any qf the member, qf either MUBe to 
induce Ail majuty to do the aame: nay, the act was voted 
as well by the said lord as the rest of this honourable 
house. This report. therefore, of his must needs be 
against his knowledge and former free consent in passing 
that act. Besides, my lords, one privilege of parliament, 
and that one of the greatest, is to accuse and freely 
proceed to the punishment of delinquents that have 
caused the troubles in this stste, both in church and 
commonwealth. Lord Digbts report is against this 
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privilege, since it oppoaeth altogether our proceedings 
against the bishops, accused as the greatest delinquents 
both in church and state. For, my lords, if the par­
liament is forced in the absence of the bishops, how 
may then the parliament proceed lawfully against them? 
If the bishops sit and have their votes, although delin­
quents, in parliament, how can we proceed, I beseech 
you, against their votes? Then, my lords, to redress 
the grievances of the commonwealth, is a privilege of 
parliament. This report is against thia privilege. How, 
I pray you, my lords, can our grievances be redressed, 
when the oppressions, injustice, and vexatious troubling 
of his majesty's loyal subjects, by the bishops, may not 
be called in question, nor the misdoers therein prosecuted 
and punished for the same? Lastly, my lords, under 
this head, the report is against divers acts of parliament 
of this kingdom, that have been made without the voice 
of bishops in parliament, as is on record in the parlia­
mentary rolls. And thus, under favour, I have shewn 
you how this report is against the privileges of ~ .. 
liament. 

" Ne~t, my lords, this report intrencheth on the royal 
power and prerogative of the king, and that in two 
respects. It intrencheth on his royal prerogative in 
making and enacting laws by parliament, it resting only 
in his power to pass or refuse the votes of parliament. 
My lords, the king of this realm has the greatest prero­
gative (to require the counsel and assistance of the whole 
state upon any occasion whatsoever when it pleasetb him) 
of any prince in the world, except the king of France. And, 
under favour, my lords, I conceive a parliament cannot 
be termed forced, when it is freely called, and willingly 
continued by the king. I conceive, my lords, a forced 
parliament is, when, against the free consent of a king 
and his lorda, and without lawful calling by ·writ, men 
assemble themselves, and by force of arms sit in council 
and enact laws not tending to the welfare of the king­
dom. The parliament holden in the fourteenth year of 
the reign of Edward II. was a forced parliament; the 
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lIarons coming thither with horse and arms. and com­
pelling the king to pass what they thought proper to have 
!!nacted. Moreover. my lords. this report intrencheth 
on the royal power of the king in making of laws; for. 
as before I have touched. parliaments have, without 
bishops. made and enacted laws. By this supposition. 
my lords, that laws made without bishops are void. 
bishops, be they never 80 vile and disaffected to the 
tranquillity and security of the state, yet mUlt have votel 
in: rectifying and setting in order such things as are 
amiss in the ssme - amils as well by their own procuring 
as others; a t rectifying' not then likely to take any 
good effect. Nay, my lords, it is too apparent tMg haw 
6een tAe greatut OJIP08Br' of our proceedi,.,. ira tAis par­
liament, and the cAiVest eGtue tmAg no more is dorae. 

tt Thirdly and lastly. my lords, this report is the first 
step to bring in an arbitrary and tyrannical form of 

. government; and that, under favour. for these reaBODL 

Free parliaments are the securest and ufest government 
that ever could be found for this nation; and that ill 
respect of the power and wisdom thereof. I t is 
upholden. defended. and preserved by the whole body 
of the kingdom; therefore. ~erful: the members 
thereof are men elected. one out of ten thousand, by the 
whole state; therefore esteemed wise. Then to oppoee 
the proceedings thereof. to deny the government thereof, 
is to change the same; and. if changed to another form 
(none being 80 secure. so powerful. and 80 wise), it 
must need, be arbitrary, and 80 tyrannical. Also, my 
lords, if no laws can be binding to the subject, but sucJa 
as are voted and assented to by the bishops, tAm 110M 

eGA be u:pected but 8UcA as ani dutruetice to tAe .IGU; 
tAeir qffectimu being altogetluw a~ from f ... 
parliam8nta'1l proceedi,., •• and tAeir desigu""!J agitatIJd 
for tA6 opposing tAe got1mIment tAereqf: and we canl1Cl& 
bot daUy fear tl1e utter confusion of the same thereby • 

.. Now, my. lords, haviag. to. my weak ability. fulfilled 
the command of the house of commons, in apeaking 
something on this information, I am to desire 7011r 

VOL. IlL • 
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lordships, in th,eir name, that the said George lord 
Digby may answer the said information, or otherwise 
be proceeded against as the parliament shall think fit." . 

I have remarked that Pym had already seen reason 
to suspect the secession of" Mr. Hyde" from the popu­
lar cause. That celebrated person could never have 
seemed very secure to the sagacious mind of the leader , 
of the party, and he had given forth no unequivocal 
signs of his feeling and desires, on the already noticed 
disagreement between the two houses, on the bill to 
restrain bishops' votes. Beside him, also, were a party 
of weak, though probably well intentioned men, whom 
his influence controlled. The danger to the cause would 
obviously be great, if at this moment, and before the 
bulwarks so recently obtained for the preservation of the 
public liberties had been firmly placed, such a desertion 
as Hyde could effect from the ranks of the popular 
members, should be suddenly exhibited to the people. 
Nothing had been more apparent throughout all the con_ 
ce.~lIion8 wrested from Charles, than that they had only 
been yielded, subject to a good oecuion for reclaiming 
them. Strafford could not be raised from the dead, and 
therefore. only, the concession in his case had been 
harder than in the rest. With a certain semblance of a 
popular ministrY, backed by all the arts of Hyde, and 
the pretences of half ,popular measures, the king had yet 
the power to strike a heavy blow for the old prerogative. 
Moreover, the house of lords were Dot to be relied on; 
and, there was too much reason' to fear, in various 
quarters of the country, some still undiscovered sections 
of the army-plot. Charles himself was evidently reco­
vering confidence; while, to save the bishops, the uni­
versities were moving heaven and earth.1 The course 
which WII. under such circumstances, proposed by Pym, 
with a view to avert these dangers, has no parallel for 
vigour and capacity, DO less than a most decisive bold.: 
Jless, even in the recordS of Ai, life. 

Charles had warning of it before he departed for Scot­
I )fa, .. H1111wJ of the ~t. 
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land. Doctor Hacket tells us, in hi. life of archbishop 
Wllliams, that "the bishop, coming to the king, be. 
BOUght his majesty, that for his sake he would put off 
his Scotch journey to another season. 'Sir,' 181. be, 
, I would it were Dot true that I shall tell you: lOme 
of the commons are preparing a declaration to make the 
actions of your government odious. If you gallop to 
Scotland, they will post as fast, to draw up this biting 
remonstrance. Stir not till you have mitigated the 
grand contrivers with some preferme.ts: 'But is thi •. 
credible?' I8Ys the king. 'Judge you of that, sir,' says 
the bishop, 'when a servant of Pym's (in whole mtJI­

m'B la01l8e all tIliB f. moulded) came to me, to know 
of me in what tenns I was contented to leave mine own 
case in the star chamber exhibited among other irregu­
larities? and I had much ado to keep my name, and 
what concerns me, out of these quotstions; but I con­
trived that of the fellow, and a promise to do me more 
service, to know all they have in contrivance, with a " 
few sweetbreads that I gave him out of my purse: 
Yet nothing was heeded."l 

Charles's purpose in this journey was narrowly and 
jealously watched by the patriots. Many and various 
reasons had been publicly assigned for it, but the real 
intention - the double attempts at negotiation with the 
disbanded officers on the borders, with the covenanters, 
and with those who had supplied to lord Strafford "the 
forged letter by which Savile strove to implicate Pym 
and Hampden in "treasonous purposes - all this was 
1cept carefully in the back gronnd. One course remained 
under these circnmstances, and was at once adopted. 

" Commiaaionera were deputed, nominally, to treat with 
the Scots concerning the satisfaction of the treaty, but 
really to thwart and: check the king's negotiation with 
the covenanters, and to report upon them to the 
parliament. Charles went to Scotland; and at the same 
time a committee, openly appointed by the votes of both 
ho~, - and consisting of' lords Bedford and Howard 

_, Hacket'. SeriDia Raerata, part 9. p. 163. 
• j 
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of Eacricke, of Hampdtln, Fiennes, air Philip Stapleton, 
and sir William Armyne, - openly followed him. 
Soon after his departure, the two houaes, having 
respectively appointed committees to sit and act durin, 
the reces&, and entrusted them with extraordinary 
powersl , adjourned over from the 9th of September to 
the 20th of October. Pym was appointed chairman of 
the committee of the house of commons. . 

His fame and influence at this period were un­
bounded. "I think Mr. Pym was at this time," says 
lord Clarendon,'" the most popular man, and the most 
able to do hurt, that hath lived in any time:' His 
name was in the mquths of all, whether the residents 
of palaees or of the "huts where poor men lie." Every 
nook and comer of the kingdom was pervaded with his 
influence and renown; and the flercest hate, or the most 
unbounded love, were equally his great reward. 

It is difficult to ascertain, except on the doubtful 
authority of his enemies, what his private habits were 
at this time. It is certain, however, that they were 
not of the rigid or puritanic BOrt; any more than his .. 
opinions were those of the puritans. The quaint doctor 
Hacket describes him, in his peculiar Ityle, as "homo 
UJ argill8, ~t '",to ~ttu epicur01O, u 'fully' said of 
Piso - that is, in christian Englillh, a painted se-
pulchre, a belly-god" 2; and the royalist songs. while 
they charge him in still plainer terms with having been . 
warmly devoted to Bacchus and Ceres, have left us to 
e00e1ude that in other matters his·-habits were by DO 
mean. CODstrained.8 It is Dot my duty here to enlarge. 
on a point of this kind, which I have already perhaps 
sufficiently adverted to4, nor would a mention of such, 
statements, drawn .. they are from the political lam-
poons of the time, have been worth giving at all, were , 
it not that graver authorities have seemed to bear them 

I IIe<the Inltructlonl, Old ParI. Hilt. 'IOL Iz. p. 5It1. 
I 8c:rInia ~III, part 2. P. uo, lSI. 
I See IOIIII! extrac!l &om a ouriOUIoatile 01 tbe time, In aJlPllldbl Do 
4 Lite of StraIIbId. p.lIBJ ..... 
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out. With snch authority, eyeJi fugitive ballads, 
poignant· with the bitterness or the hour 10 long paaed 
away, are not among the despicable materials of biltory ; 
and to me, as illustrations of the fugitiye aspecta of 
ebancter, catching, 81 they recede for ever, the glanc­
ing poiuta of per80nal manaers, they have eeemed most 
valuable. What remain. to be said reata ou the au­
thority of sir Philip Warwick, a "grave writer;" 
though a royalilt, as eyen Mr. Godwin admitl j and 
certainly a very ,honourable man. 

The famOUI Lucy Percy, mantels of Carllale, now a 
beautiful dowager of about forty, bad been for BODle 
yean .. entirely devoted" to Strafford; wben, upon the 
death of her favourite, she luddenly transferred her 
affections to Pym; and from this time, it is certain­
the countess ltill pteler1'ing appearaneea at court - the 
interior of Whitehall "'81 always better known to the 
patriot, than that of the bonae of commons to the king. 

The cbaracter of lOch a woman needs lOme explan­
ation. Warburton can. her the "Erynnil" of her 
'time, but without jast authority. Ber pusiona were 
. certainly not extreme. The reader who is startled at 
the apparent contradictions of her life, h81 not read 
rightly air Toby Mathew's description of ber character.1 
~. Sbe ia of too high a mind and dignity, not only to 
seek, but almost to wuh, the friendship of any creatme; 
they whom she ia pleased to ohoOle, are BUM all are of 
lie fllQ8t ''''Inat contlUion. botA for potHr aM employ_ 
menU; not· with any design towards her own particular, 
either of edvantage or Curiueity; but 'TIer fta'ure Wllau 
;/ortuftate pe1'1tI'M ••• She prefe1'8 the con venation of 
men·to that of wOllllen; not but abe can talk on the 
fashions with her female ,frienda, but she is too lOOn 
aenilble,that she can set them as abe 'wills; that pre-, 
@linenee IIlrortena all equality. She oonverlllll with 
those who are most diatingniabed for their conver.tional 
powers. • • Of love freely win she discourse; listen to 
all ita faults, and mark all ita power. • • She cannot 

1 See Mathe .. •• Lethn, or the notea to l!'entall .. edition fII Waller • 
• s 
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erlelf love in earnest, but she will play with love 
ad VJill take a deep interest for' p#Jf'1OR. of conclition. aJlll 
eeleIwity:' 

What wonder, then, if, on the fall of Strafford, and 
the sudden and most brilliant riae of Ppn'a fame, we 
find the grave sir Philip Wantick playing the part 
of the scandalous chronicle, and announcing that 
"master Pym" had sueceeded to the situation of the 
earl of Strafford in the affections of my lady Carlisle? 1 
How much of politics there may have been in Pym's 
love, or how much love in hi!! politics, the reader must 
determine. Aa the fact has been ltated, it is preseNed 
to him, with a commentary, from sir Toby Mathew, 
which seeml to render it by·no meanl improbable, on 
the part of the lady at least. The wonder remains of 
how" master Pym" could find leisure, in the midst oC 
his wonderful and unwearied public labours, for auch 
affairs of practical gallantry as this, and others charged 
upon him. For the imputation of Hacket, it may 
remain as he has made it. "Voluptuoul and wise 
withal," the great patriot may have been; and, un­
donbtedly, the portly and well-dressed person, repre­
sented in .the varioUl engravings circulated at thil 
period 1, U the .. true· effigies of the burgess for Tavis­
tocke ;" the open and intelligent face, 80 resolute and 
yet 80 quiet; the long hair flung negligently back 
from the lofty and deeP-thoughted forehead; the full 
moustaches upon the upper lip, and the neat arrange­
ment of the peaked beard and dress below ; present al­
together such a picture u may be willingly received of 
Pym,-neither inconsistent with the extraordinary in_ 
tellect which everyone conceded to him, nor bidding· 
absolute defiance to the royalist slanders. . 

Of Pym's movements during this short recesa of 
parliament, and generally before the king'a return from 
Scotland, I have been fortunate. in obtaining IOmewlw 

I 8eelirl'. Warwick'. Memoin, p.1OI. 
• • ........ 1 may be Men In the collection at the Britllh Mueum: that br 
,.. ..... Bower \I the ..... and I allude to it in the text. 
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curious intelligence (not noticed sufliciently by the hi ... 
tories) in the correspondence of Evelyn. Sir Edward 
Nicholas, who succeeded Windebanke in the office of 
secretary of state, had· it left to him in charge by the 
]dng, before his departure, to furnish diligent inform­
ation of what was going on in London; and the letten 
1n which this was done, noted and answered in the 
maigin by Charles and posted back to the writer, 
ultimately fell into Evelyn's hands. These shall now 
be used in illustration of some striking aud disputed 
hilItorical passages, and of some certain penonal 
detaila. 

The day after the adjournment, Nicholas wrote to 
Charles a long account of a consoling hope he had, that 
there were decided differences to be now expected be­
tween the two houses; upon which the king remarks, 
that he is" not much sorrie for it." 1 In another letter, 
under date of the 27th of September, mention is made 
to Charles of a certain paper, the contents of which are 
Dot named, but which he says the lady Carlisle had given 
t9"the queen, saying, ",he had it from the lord. Mantle­
fJille." Taken in connection with this, the fonowing ia 
very curious: "I heare," continues Nicholas, "there 
are difJB1'8B meeting' at Chelaey att 11 10. MandetJille­
h01J8e and elsewhere, by Pym. and others, to consult what 
is best to be done at their next meeting in parliament." 
Wbereupon is this remark by the king: "It were not 
amiss that some of my servants met lykwise to counter­
mynd th8ir plot" to w'ch end IpBake w'th my wgfe, and 
reeeifJB her tlireclionl." 2 

This lord Mandeville is betfeT known by the title of 
his barony, Kimbolton, in right of which he was a 
about this period called up to the house of lords. He 
DOW ~ived at Chelsea, and Pym had taken lodgings near 

I .el"'·. JlemoIn, voL IL part 2. p. 18. quarto eel. 1819. In the two foDow­
ing letten. there are lOIDe curlou. plrticulan reepecting the crown Jewe ... 
with InjunctioDl to peculiar .ecreer, which are not a IitUe IIgnlftcant or the 
king'. pal'pOlei at thi. time. P. 21-23. 

, In a .ublequent letterr Nichol .. tello the king. that he had communI­
eated reopectIng alQbil w th her IU,jeItIe, bul thai Ibe "ealtb. that cannot 
tie d_ 10 10ur _eIlle·. ablence." Ch&rIeI anlWel'l: .. I confeel, not 10 
;~UAbut yet 10 much· ai lDa1 do much pod: theretore, lie dUlJent to It." 

p4t 
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him. The meetings alluded to in the above extracts, 
the presence of' lady Carlisle, the temper of' the king, 
and hiB anxiety f'or a "plot" of' hil own, and the 
graphic touch with which biB majesty'l note concludes, 
are worth reacuing from the secret recorda of' the time. 
In none of' the correspondences do Henrietta's intrigues, 
and the king's lubjection I, appear more manifest, than 
in thi. of sir Edward Nicholas. My next extracts will 
prove her distinct participation, and also that of' the king, 
in Goring's army plot. . 

In this plot sir John Berkeley, afterwards governor 
of' Exeter, and captain O'Neale, were deeply impli_ 
cated.:I Under date of' the 29th of' September, Nicholas 
writes to the king: " Yesterday at Oatlands I under­
Itood that :sir Jo. Berkely and capt. O'Neale· were 
come over, sad that tMy had been the day bifryre privately 
at W'eylwidge: I was bould then to deliver my opinion 
to tAB quB67iB, that I did believe, if' they continued in 
England, they would be arrested [by Pym]. Her 
majesty seemed (when I tould it her) to app&hend nOe 
lease, mad tDiII, I belietJB, toke order th4t notice may be 
glwm to tAem of ye danger." In a letter of' the 5th of' 
October, he adds: "The commons mmmittee met, and 
had before them sir Jo. Berkeley and capt. O'Neale, who 
were (as I heare) yesterday apprehended by the 8e"ant 
or the serjeant att arms. "S Here the king remarks­
" I Aope 16mB day tMy may f'tJpent their 8IJt1BritiB;" and 
at the close of' the letter, Nicholas having told him of 
the jOCUBd.cheerfulDeasof Pym and biB f'riends, Charles 
IUbjoina, " I beli8vtJ, bVore GIl be tltnN, Uaat tMy fIIilI not 

I See a carlouo III&l'IIiD&I DOte b7 Cbarlel, at p. it. 
• ~ See Ma,'. HIIto.,.. 
. • Prm'a own report vi till. all'alr. dell"ered 011 tloe _bUDI or par. 
Uamebt, til .. InnD til.. He .. Id: -" Next tMre _ III me, III ..., 
,...... III ~,ar John Bert.e1..,and.er.leant m~'O'Neall wbo 
.. iii til.., heaId tbe1 were -UIed, and blld rulil)' .itbdrawn til_I" •• 
but, llpoll better coDlideratlon, til.,. were retllrned to .ublllit to &be)lleuure 
vi tbe bQaee. I IbcIuJbt It m)' did)' to mate IODIe priY)'-eOUnMUcIr _ 
,uaInted tberewl&b: wllMwpon I WeDt to mJ 1IIrd Willmot wltll tbeJD, 
wbo IIndertoet tb.)' mould attend tbe committee tbe Oftt .lttlDI; wbleb 
&be)' did .-dIqI),. and ID .........- vi &be onIft and warrant or &be 
!lOUIe tor tbe apprebeadlng Of &hem, &be)' were botb altaebed b), tbe 

• ....,.nt·. depu&)'. So tbe boUle IDI!1 be pleUIId to IIiod (or &baD. and t.o do 
tbereln .. th.., _ CAllIe." PerL HilL "oL.x. p.!>. . 
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law ~ gr«J' eGUH of joy:' Again: - Nichola 
haYing written in his next letter, .. Mr. Pym reportl 
that the earl of Argaile ia chancellor of that kindom 
(Scotland);" Charles afBxes to the pusage these sig­
Di&cant words: It You may Reby this ·tAtzt all Au 
ckligfau ,.., ftOI; aM I ., before all be dou, tAat At 
B1aall fit'" 0/""":' And in the dispatch following tbi., 
the aecretary having implored the immediate Teturn of 
the king, ayiDg, that "if your majeatie doe not hasten 
to be here lOme dayes before ye next meeting in par­
liament, I donht there will be few 'that will dare to 
appeare here to oppoae ya party that now swayeth;·, 
Charles anlWered: .. Though I cannot return 10 soon 
aa I could wisbe, yet I am coofident that you tDill fin. 
tAtwe tDa.t n,,.ri& lor it, and I lope tAtzt maRie ""II tII_ 01 tlaeir tnd8." 

No one, in the IIlightest degree acquainted with the 
. character of Charles, and with the peculiar intriguea he 

"aa at thia very period carrying on in Seot1and, will 
hesitate to attach .uflicient meaning to these covert 
threats against Pym and the popular leadera. There 
had never been a time in which greater danger threat­
ened' the people's cause than now j never was t1tere a 
time-looking at the daily defections within the houae of 
the commons, at the falling-ofF of the Ionia withont, at 
the rotten condition of the army, and the notorious and 
well-proved perfidy of the king - wherein a greater 
ReCelBity existed for .ome grand appei1 to the people, 
DOt simply to ave the freedom of parliament, but even 
die livea of its most illustrious members j not simply to 
secore the permanenCe of thOle provisions which had 
1Ieen achieved. for the public liberty, but 'even to ward 
off the IUbatitution of a naked despotism. Pym and 
Hampden acted with a perfect knowledge of these 
things, then, far beyond our imperfect aurmise now. 

Parliament reusemb1ed, alter the receBI, on the day 
to which it stood adJourned, the '20th of October. In 
an able and lucid statement 1, PYIII rePorted the p!O­

I See PuL IIIat. YGI. So po 1-& 
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ceedings of the committee during the recess. While 
yet engaged upon this duty, news arrived in London of 
that celebrated occurrence at Edinburgh which is 'Well 
known in history by the name of the ... Incident." 
Through all the mystery which yet enwraps this affair, 
one thing is not denied i that Charles received from 
Montrose his project of aaaasaination, and, having re­
ceived it, continued Montrose in his aenice and COD­

fidence. Montrose had indeed established a luting 
hold upon Charles's favour, by the proposition he 
coupled with his scheme of asaaaaination-to cut oft' the 
English leaders by the milder, but not Jeas certain, course 
of law, on evidence of a "treasonable correspondence" 
with the Scottish army. The king's every thonght now 
bore upon the latter scheme: he had entered Scotland 
with a view to conciliate the covenanters, in the vain 
hepe of effecting it in that way i failing of this, he eon· 
certed with Montrose to trample upon the covenant, 
only with a view to the same end. Pym, Hampden, 
and the rest strock down, the world of despotism would 
be once again before him, where to choose , 

But with the news of the "incident," letters from 
Hampden, still in Edinburgh with the committee, were 
placed in Pym's handa. Their contents may be sur· 
mised from the fact that Pym instantly proposed and 
conducted a conference with the lords, " concerning the 
security of the kingdom and parliament l i" denounced 
again a branch conspiracy in London i and demanded 
that all the military posts of the city should be occupied 
with a strong force. This was at once acceded to, anel, 
besides this, the Weatminster train-bands were bronght 
up to guard the houses of parliament by nisht as weB 
as day.3 

Secretary Nicholas, deeply alarmed, wrote to the 
king, "It is thought that this business will be declared 
to be a greater plot against the kingdome and par. 
liamtl .in Eng: and Scotl: than hath been discovered 

1 See RUlhworth, voL I", p. _ 
I RlUhwortb, "oLl". p.3l& 
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at all. TAe", Aaw been6 lOme WlI-oJfected par­
lit.mumt-men AenJ tDitA me tAw _ing, to know 
whether I had any relac' on of that business,; but finding 
I had none, they lIUmetJ much troubled, (U not knowing 
tDhat to 8fJy to it." To this the king answers with 
cautious reserve. In a lubsequent letter Nicholas men­
tions the sudden introduction of another bill for abolish­
ing the temporal functions of the .bi'shop., accompanying 
it with a remark, that .. it is said to be against ye antient 
order of· p'liamt to bring in a bill againe ye same ses­
mons that it was rejected;" whereupon the king eagerly 
seizes this objection, and orders Nicholas to '''bid his 
servants make as much use of it as may be." 11 

They did so, and were foiled by Pym. His great 
object at this time was to weaken the powers of mischief 
in the upper house; and finding that his impeachment 
against the thirteen bishops on the ground of their 
share in the recent esnons must be quashed, on some 
points of informality (the lords had already admitted 
their demurrer), he counselled the re-introduction of 
the first bill against the bishops, as a temporary com­
promise for a great ultimate gain. I will describe the 
result in Clarendon's words, as recently restored 2 : 

" Mr. Pym and his party found that they were so far 
from baving gotten credit by their angry bill against 
the church for the extirpation of bishops, that they had 
198& ground in the attempt; and therefore they seemed 
to decline any farther thought of such a violent proceed.. 
ing, and to have more moderate inclinations; - and so, 
one morning, they brought .in and desired to have a bill 
read for the taking away the votes of the bishops out 
of the house of peers, no otherwise differing from the 
former, than it was shorter. It was opposed by many, 
that it should be received or read; for it was a known 
mle of the house, that a bill rejected could not be 
brought again into the house during the aame session, 
which waa an order that had never been known to be 

. , 
1 Evelyn ... llL part t. P. ~ 
s 0Sf0,il eel. {If l8I6., Y01.11. P. 75, 76.. DOte 
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YioIated: which Mr. Pym eonf'eaed; but said, t,tAat 
ou,. order, ""''''''l8t ,. tie "'9», qf 1M Mellft aM Per­
rill"" "., to lie altere4, Ind tIaaI tMy tNr8 ,ft flU,. 0tDR 

11"'''' ; 'aad that the ieceiving this bru, sinee it was in 
oar power, was very neeeasary,and would quiet 
the miDda of '1II2IIY, who, it may be, would be COD­
tented . with the puaing this biD, who would othenrue 
be iDlportuMte for 1II0le violent remedies; and that 
1bere was reaon to believe, that the lords, who had 
rejected,the former bill, were very sorry for it, and 
wauld give this a better reception: and if they did not, 
it would meet with the lame fate the other had done, 
and we should have the satisfaction of having' dirt­
ebuged our. own conBCieneea: The eontent many men 
.had, to see 1:he former violenee deelined, aDd more mo­
__ eounsels pursued, prevailed 110 far,that the bm 
..... received, and read; and the same reuons, with 
lOIIIe subsequent actiOlll and aecidents, prevailed after­
warda for the. puaing it in tJae hOUle of commons, 
though it nceived a greater opposition than it had done 
,formerly. A1ul die lord PanWand then concurring 
with his friend Mr. Hyde in the opposing ·it, Mr. 
:Hampden 1 -.aid, that he w. aorry to find 8 noble lord 
had chaused IDa opinion, Blnee the time the last biD to 
dds parpoae' bad pasaed the house;' for he then thought 

, it« goed biD, IJut now he tbooght this an ill one. To 
whiah the lord PanWaad preeendy replied, thet he 
11.1 .been permaded at dlat'time, by that worthy gentle­
JII8Il, to belie1'e many things, whim he had sinee found 
to ,be untrue; and therefore Ae haildttJraged Au oplraitm 
.. 'fIIGftg .partUtJoN, till tI1flllll to "",.'111 fJ6f'1f1II8." 

-Very:true and candid WIi8 dUI, but not'~ ltartIing, 
Ii.. Pym and 'Hampden knew it well already; and 
<t Mr. Hyde" had taken good eaN that, by this time, 
the aug mould bow it'too. .. I iDay not forbeare to 
let YOllUnatil'ftOW," 'W'rOte tlr EdwardNicholu, under 
tiateu£,t.he·agili,of Otto .... , "ebat the 10. F"lMBd~ 
I' Jo. 8trangwlehe [StrangewaYI], Mr. WaDer, Mr. Ed • 

. I HampdaMlIet1llDe4 au. ~_ few dar'.before. 
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Hydct. and Mr. Holhon1e have ,lately" atood .. cham. 
pions in main~Dance 9f your prerogative, wbereof yf 
matle ahall dee well to takelOflN ftOliDe (u yo' matle shall 
tbinke beat) for. tMir 1I1IIIOIS,.."..m:' The. king an­
awered. eagerly and earnestly. .. I COIBmand you to 
doe it in my name, telling tMm tI&at I toiIl doe it fIIr-lfe 
at "'II r,'IWfIA" From tbe date of tbia colft8po11dence. 
at leut, these men were retained on behalf of Charles. 
But Pym watched them more and mol'll narrowly. u 
the great struggle drew nigh. 

NeWB of the Irish re1Jellion and mauaere now burtt 
upon LondoJl. Following 80 cleeely upon the Seottiah. 
It incident," and coupled with the et'idenee of srill more 
striking circumstances against the king. this shocldng 
event increaaed to a fearful degree the pre,.a~ng excite­
ment. The cold and laconic remark of Charlea to sir 
Edward Nichola. respecting it. bas not been noticed. 
" I hope." he merely wrote, .. I hope thi. ill newea of 
Ireland may Ai ... !twill of tAeu foIllu in Eng1a1ld."1 

The .. folliea." and their authors. only moved more 
resolutely forward. A petition bad been in agitation for 
lOme time in the lower boose. <t to be preaented" (I 
guote sir Edward Nicholu's description) <t to yor 
matle, to receaYe the parliament's approbation of II11Ch 
officera. councillora, &0. u yor maJtIe ah.ll chooae, fOl' 
better prevenc'on of the great and maDY miaehiefs that 
may befall ye commonwealthe, by ye choice of ill CODa. 

eillora, officera. amb'dora, and miniatea of atate." No­
thing could exceed the king. alarm at this pl'OpClled 
meuure, or the earneatneu of hia commands, that it 
ahould by lOme means or other be It atopp'd:' Hyde 
and Falkland, a. may DatRrally be auppoaed, 1rith their 
present prospects, oppoaed it bitterly, .tep by step j but 
P.ym and Hampden actively urged it OD. At lat, 
on the 10th of Noyember. aecerding to the 1orda' jour­
naJa. Pym appeared, at the head of the comJllODl. ia con. 
ference with the upper houae, and proeeeded to explain 
to their lordahip. the Bet'eral B~p8, u they are there 

JErel, .. put .. YGl.IL P. ~ 
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called, by which evil counsels had wrought such danger 
to the kingdom, and demanded remedy so loudly. 

«First. That the dangers which come to the state 
by ill counsels are the most. pernicious of all others. ' 
Since it is usual to compare politick bodies with 
natural- the natural body is in danger divers ways: 
either by outward violence, that, may be foreseen or 
prevented; or else, by less appearing maladies, such as 
grow upon the body by distempers of the air, 
immoderate exerciae, or diet; and when the causes of 
the disease are thus clear, the remedy is easily applied; 
but diseases which proceed from the inward parts or 
the more noble parts, - it is a hard thing to apply a 
cure to such diseases. III counsels are of that nature ; 
for the mischiefs that come by evil counsel corrupt the 
vital parts, and overthrow the public government. 

«Secondly. That there have been lately, and still are, 
ill counsels in this kingdom, and about the king. That 
there have been lately, you will not doubt, when the 
main course of the government hath been so employed, 
as, popery thereby hath been maintained, the laws 
subverted, and no distinction kept between justice and 
injustice; and that there are ill counsels still, is 
apparent by the courses taken to advance mischievous 
designs: his majesty's wisdom and goodness kept them 
from his heart, tho' they were not kept out or his 
courts. So most principal and mischievous designs 
have been practised by such as had near accesa unto his 
mtJesty. tho' not to his hean. and the apolDgists and 
promoters of ill cowisels' are still preferred." 

The singular and grave caution of these distinctions. 
is not the least remarkable characteristic Qf Pym. No 
man could so thoroughly keep within the nice bounds of 
parliamentary phrase. wb.i.lt' urging the bitterest things. 

cr Thirdly. The ill counsels of this time are in their 
own nature more mischievous and more dangerous than 
die ill counsels of former times: former counsels have 
been to please, kings in their vices, from which our: 
kiog is free; and sometimes for racking of the 
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_prerogative. If it bad gone no further, it had brought 
many miseries, but not ruin and destruction. But the 
ill counsels of this time are destructive to religion and 
laws, by altering them both; and therefore more mis­
chievous in their own nature than those of former times. 

"Fourthly. That these ill counsels have proceeded 
from a spirit and inclination to popery; and have had 
a dependen.ce on popery; and all of them tend to it. 
The religion of the papists is a religion incompatible 
with any other religion; destructivl! to all others, and 
not enduring any thing that opposeth it. Whosoever 

, doth withstand their religion, if they have power, they 
briug them to ruin. There are other religions that are 
notliight, but not 80 destructive as popery ; for the prin_ 
ciples: of popery are destructive of all states and persona 
that oppose it. With the progress of thia mischievous 
aY.lltem of evil counsel they provide counsellors, fit instru­
ments ami organs, that may execute their own designs ;' 
and 60 turn all counsels to their own ends. You find 
now, in Ireland, that those designs, that have been upon 
aU the tAree kingdorM, do end in a war for the main­
tenance of popery in Ireland. They would do the like 
here if they were able; 80 intent are they to turn all to 
their own advantage. 

"Fifthly. That unlesa these ill counsels be changed, 
it is imposaihle that any assistance, aid, or advice, that 
the parliament can take to reform, will be effectual. ; for 
the public orders and laws are but dead, if not put in 
execution. Those that are the ministers of state put 
things into action; but if acted by' evil men, and while 
these counsels are on foot, we can expect no good. It is 
iike a diletue that tU1'n8 nutritif.'B8 into poi8tm. 

"Sixthly. That thia is the most proper time to desire 
of his majesty the alteration and change of the evil 
eounsellors, because the commonwealth is brought into 
distemper by them, and 80 exhausted that we c::m endure 
no longer. AnotJier reason why we cannot admit of 
them is, to shew our love and fidelity to th I king in 
great and extraordinary contributions and aidr. When' 

L 
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God doth employ his-servants, he doth give some promille 
to rouse up their spirits; and we have rellOn now to 
expect the king's grace in great abundance. This is the 
time wherein the subjects are to save the kingdom of 
Ireland, with the hazard of their lives and fortunes; and 
therefore expect it from his majesty in a more large and 
bountiful manner than at other times. This is a time of 
great &&itation and action, when other states being ready, 
by preparation, to annoy us, ill and false couneels at home 
JDay quickly bring us to ruin. As we have weakness at 
home, so we ought to disce,n the actions abroad, where 
great provisions are made; and a earelessne88 and im­
providence herein, when our neighbours are so provided, 
a~d have great fleets at sea, will open a way to sudden 
ruin- and destruction, before we can be prepared; and 
therefore it is now the fittest time to move the king • 

.. Seventbly and lastly. That this alteration of counsels 
will bring great advantages to the kiug in his own designs. 
In all our actions, our prayers to God should be, that his 
name may be glorified; so our petitions to his majesty 
should bring. honour, profit, and advantage to him, by a 
discouragement to the rebels; a great part of their con­
fidence resting in the evil couneels at home, as by the 
examinations appeareth. It will be a great encourage­
ment to the king's good subjects at home, who hazard 
their lives, and give aid and contribution, to have things 
governed for the public good. It fI1ill make men afraitl 
to P"ler Ief'fNJnU to the king tAI.It aN ill CMl.flHllor" 
when they shall come to the examination of the par_ 
Uament; for many times servants are preferred to' 
princes for the advantage of foreign states. This will 
put an answer into the king's mouth against all impor­
tUBities, that he is to prefer none, but such as will be 
approved of by parliament. Those that are honourable 
and, most ingeJlUOUB are aptest to be troubled in this 
kind, and not.to deny: therefore the king Jl!8Y answer, 
• Be hath promiled his paru.ment not to admit of any, 
bnt by adYice of parliament: Thia will silence them 
all. These are domestick advantages; but it will also 

, D,g""edbyGoogle 



.lORN PYJI. 

make us fitter to enter into nnion and treatywitb foreign 
uticms and states, and -to be made partakers of the 
.strellgth and llllistanee of otllerB; it win fortify us 
aglinlt tile designs of foreign princes. There hath been 
GI1e common couDle! at Rome and in Spain, to redUce us 
&0 ~;.if good COUIIse1 at home, we shan be the 
lIetter prepared to presene peaee and union, and better 
respect from Ireland. It will also make us fit for -any 
noble design abroad." 

Seeretary Nicholas, after describing to the king the 
effect of this graTe and condeBsed statement, adds:­
It YoJimat1e may perceive of what extreame necelSitie 
and importance "lOr mat1e .. speedy retume is, web I be­
IIeedl yr malle by all means to hasten:' Its etteet in 
other quarterl was like to bave proved of immediate 
personal danger to Pym. Some few days after, he 
entered the houae with an open letter in bis hand, and 
told the apeaIrer that he had just: received a letter from 
a porter at the door of the bouse, and that. upon the 
opening of it, a covering which bad come from a plague 
wound 1 dropped out of it, ad that the letter itself con_ 
tained many menaces, and much railing against him. 
The porter, beiDg examined, laid, "a gentleman on 
horseback, in a grey coat, gave bim twelve pence for 
the speedy delivery of it." "Whatever the matter was," 
observes Nalaon, t< it made a mighty noise both in the 
house and out of the house, in the city and conntry; 
for Mr.. Pym was then one of the greatest idols of the 
faction. All the art imagiDable was used to find out 
the anthor of this dangerous attempt to infect Mr. Pym 
with the plague, but to no purpoSe." In a curious. 
pamphlet published four dayB after Pym's death, and 
CIlJled " A ahort View of his Life and Actions 2," I fb{d 
a literal copy of this letter, superscribed ct To my ho­
noured friend John Pym, esquire," 'and in-written 
tbus:-" Master Pym, do not think that a guard or 
men can protect you, if you.persist in youreourlltlB ·aWl 

I The lllalrne .till 1I11pred In "moos places In and about LoDdOll. 
• See lio.-lM. of KlIIi'. Pampbleta, lIr't. Mus. -

.,CL, m. 4 
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wicked designes. I have sent a paper messenger to 
you, and if this do not touch your heart, a dagger shall, 
so soon as I am recovered of my plague. In the mean 
time, you may be forbom, because no better man may 
be . indangered for you. Repent, traitour." In the 
lII1JIIe pamphlet it is said, that soon after this occurrence 
a gentleman, "mistaken for Mr. Pym," was stab1ied in 
Westminster Hall, hy a ruffian who escaped; so that 
it is probable the amiable letter-writer kept his word I 

, Nor was this all. Sir Edward Nicholas, in the same 
letter which details the above attempts to the king, adds, 
that "on Monday last, in y. evening, another as des­
perate and dangerous a conspiracy against Mr. Pym 
was discovered by a poor zealous taylor." And by 
ether conspiracies besides these against his life I, were 
the public virtues and services of this great person 
acknowledged and sought to be repaid. A series of 
harassing suits were commenced against him, with a 
view to deprive him, if possible, of his parliamentary 
privilege, till at last, so eagerly were they followed, the 
house itself thought fit to interfere, and protect him 
by a special order.! 

It was a vain persuasion that by such means as 
these the spirit of Pym could be broken or subdued. It 
rose to its duties with greater resolvedness; and in a 
subsequent conference with the lords, who still held 
back from any thing like willing co-operation, he sud. 
denly threw out a very plain, and very memorable 
warning, which produced a deep impression at the time, 
and had, no doubt, the practical eft'ect its author in. 
tended; pce, while it brought the divisions that now, 
under the management of Hyde and his friends, dis. 

I Clarendon alludes to them .. Itb bll UIIIal .. ant of ingenuOUln ..... 
.. Men being tbUI dloquleted; and kno .. ing Uttle; and 10 doubting mucb ; 
every day aeemed to tbem to produce a ne .. dilcovery. of lOme new tre&Ion 
and plot agailllt tbe kingdom. One day.". letter &am beyond ..... of 
great forces prepared to Invade England;" another. of lOme attempt 
upon tbe \lfe or Mr. Pym." VoL Ii. p.24-
.1" It .... this day ordered,tbat Mr. pym!Jelns lUed tbrt,.tbe wood,lhaU 
lIave the priviledge of par\lament,;and tbat Lew Lulhfbrd and others. the 
aoIlcitor and attorney on tbe otber .ide. be hereby enjoyned to forbear to 
proaecute, or further to proceed in that luit, or aDY otber tbat cont:emll the 
aa1d Mr. Pym." (NahoN" COUeeUo .... vol U. p. 393). 
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tracted the commons themselves, to what might ~ ealled 
the extreme point of difference; it settled also the terms 
of the struggle, and the conditions of the victory, in 
the great party contest now instantly impending. When 
a great fight is to be fought for great results, it is better 
to take up position upon an extreme ground of certain 
and defined principle, than on the half covered way of 
policy. Pym recommeuded the upper house to consider 
that " the commons. were the representative body of the 
whole kingdom, while their lordships were but as 
particular persons, and present in parliament in a 
particular capacity."l The trimmers shrank from his 
aide at this; but the trimmers were held of little value 
by Pym and Hampden. 

On the 22d Qf November their great measure was pre­
sented to the house by Pym 2-their final appeal to the na-

'aon on behalf of liberty against despotism-the Grand 
Remonstrance on the state of the kingdom. It was a 
U severely elaborate" review of Charles's misgovernment 
in church and state, from the commencement of his 

_ reign; it summed up all the grievances under which 
the people had suffered in language of great energy and 
power; and it pointed out the redreu already achieved, 
and what"still remained to be done. Great securities for 
the peop~ were yet to be struggled for; and the patriots, 
in directing their present appeal emphatically to the 
people, exercised a wise and just policy of enlightening 
them, and guiding them to the future, !ly severe reference 
and warning to the past. By other means their object 
must have failed of accomplishment. They did not 
scruple to declare, frankly, "that without a seasonable 
care to disappoint some councils still entertained, all the 
good acts which they had obtained were in danger of 
bei.g lost." And Btr9nger and plainer than this was 

• 1 NaIJoo'. Colleetl ...... ,,01.11. p. '712. . 
. • Clarendon'. Hiltory, vol. Ii. p. 606. -restored text. His wordl, thOUllh 
tbl!)' convey a miarepresentatlon, are Itriklng :-" On Monday. the 22d of 
November (the king being within two milea of London). Mr. pym brou&bt 
ill the remonstrance, which wu read; ~ "" tIIrectitm 10 the kiIw. or 
_lion qfthe ~ qfpeer •• bul 6drW" pliJia tItItlIIratiora from IM __ .-_'0 IMpeople." 

Q 2 
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their allusion to the lords; that they had no hope of 
IettJing the kingdom's distractions, for want of • con­
currence on the part of the upper house. 

"What can we the commons do:' said the words 
of the remonstrance itself, •• without the eonjunctioa 
of the houle of lords? And what conjunction can we 
expect there, where the bishops and recusant lords are 10 

numerous and prevalent, that they are able to Cl'OIIl and 
interrupt our beat endeavours for relormation? They 
have already hindred the proceedings of divers good bills, 
pused in the commons' houae;concerning the reformation 
of sundry great abnaea and corruptions both in chureh 
and state:' One passage, memorable for its effect upon 
the people, will illustrate the tone and purpose of the 
statement of grievances. Referring to the di880lution ot 

_ the third parliament, the remonstrants proceed: -" The 
privileges of parliament broken, by imprisoning divers 
members ot the house, detaining them close prisoners 
for many months together, without the liberty of using 
books, pen, ink, or paper; denying them all the com­
forts of life, all means of preservation of health, not 
permitting their wives to come unto them, even in time 
of the iraicfmess; and, for the eomp1eating of that cruelty, 
after years spent in such miserable durance, depriving 
them of the necessary means of spiritual consolation, 
Dot suffering them to go abroad to enjoy God's ordi. 
naneea, in God's hoase, or God's ministers to come to 
them, to administer eomfort unto them in their private 
chambers; and, to keep them still in this oppre88ed 
condition. not admitting them to be bailed according to 
law. yet vexing them with informations in interior 
courta; sentencing and flning some of them for matters 
done in parliament, and extorting the payments of those 
fines from them; enforcing others to put in security for 
good behaviour. before they could be released. The 
imprisonment of the rest, who refused to be bound. still 
continued (which might have been perpetual, if necessity 
had not, the last rUll. brought another parliament to 
relieve them), of fDliom one (rir JoAn Eliot) die4 by 
Ike crttell. and har.An_ qf Ail imprilonment, fDAic1 
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woulII admit oj no reltl.mtion, nolflllt1altanding tAe im-
.. ment da1tflW oj Aw lif' dW 8V~ Gppear by tAe 
46el&mtion oj law pAyricitJ,,; arad Aw releaH, or at 
leaIt Aw rP/1'6IIlvm8ht, fIHJ8 _gAt by many Aumble pe­
tiUtnu. AlfD BIB BLOOD BTILL calES FOB VENGBANO£! 

or repentance of those ministers of state, who at once 
obstructed the course both of his majesty's justice and • 
mercy!" The document closed with a general petition 
that the bishops should be deprived of their votes, 
.and that none should be entmated with the public 
aft'airs whom the parliament might not approve of. 

A violent and long debate arose on its introduction. 
The house had commenced its sitting at eight o'clock 
in the moming; at twelve at noon the debate com. 
menced; at twelve at midnight the remonstrance was 
carried by a majority of eleven. Hampden then opeuly 
cliIIcloaed: the purpOse of the remonstrants by mOfing 
that the remonstrance should be printed. Hyde op. 
posed this with a counter motion; denied the right of 
the house of commons to print any thing without the 
eon currence of the peers 1, (!) and asserted for himself 
the right of protesting against the vote of the majority. 
In this he was joined by several members, and a des­
perate effort was made to enter a formal protest of the 
minority against the decision of the house. The con. 
ftict of voices and of pauions became tremendous, and 
bloodshed, sir Philip Warwick says, was like to have 
ensued. rr We had catched at each other's locks, and 
sheathed our swords in each other's bowels, had not the 
sagacity and great calmness of Mr. Hampden, by a short 
speech, prevented it, and leci U8 to defer our angry debate 
until the next moming." Meanwhile,' at about two 
o'clock, Hampden's motion for the printing had been 
carried; and now, at three in the moming, the house 
adjoumed. 

Clarendon shall tell what occurred on the meeting oC 
the fonowing day. It may serve to explain one of. the 

·au£::!t::1;.1~,?-'h& word "_,"18 replaced in this edition for the 
Q 8 
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reasons of his personal; no less ibm public, hatred of the 
memory of Pym. "About three of the clock, when ~ 
house met, Mr. Pym lamented the disorder of the 
night before, which, he said, might probably have en­
gaged the house in blood, and had proceeded principally 
from the offering a protestation, which had been never 
before offered in that house, and fDa8 a tranagres8Um 
that ought to be 8e"erely examine4, that mischief might 
not result hereafter from that precedent. And there­
fore proposed, that the house would the next morning 
enter upon that examination; and in the meantime, 
men might recollect themselves, and they, who used to 
take notes, might pemse their memorials; that the per-
80118 moo mere the Chief camerB of the diBorder migAe 
be flamed, and defend themselves the best they could!;" 
and with this resolution the house rose; the vexation 
of the night before being very visible in the looks and 
countenance of many." 1 

During this stormy and eventful scene the king was on 
bis way from Scotland. He arrived on the 25th of 
November, "brooding in secret over his purposed ven­
geance on the popular leaders."2 His first act was to 
reward the deserters from the people. He made Falk­

'land secretary, and Colepepper chancellor of the exche-
quer, while Hyde proposed to waive office for himself 
at present, on the ground that "his services would be 
more useful. without it,"·or, in other words, that he had 
not yet lost the hope of secretly betraying the cause. 
Charles's next step was to remove the guards, which, 
since the Scotch incident and the Irish rebellion, had 
protected both houses. The commons strongly ob­
jected, and the king answered that his presence was a 
sufficient protection! 

On the 1st of December the grand remonstrance was 
presented to him at Hampton court. He evaded an 
immediate answer, and promised to send one. The 
commons at once published the remoDstrance, "con-

I KlItory, vol. IL _Po 46. 46. 
. • Hiatory from JIIacintoab. vol v. p. 28S. . 
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trary, II says Whitelocke I, <t to the king's desire, and 
before his answer made to it." In a few days, how­
ever, an answer, secretly drawn up by Hyde 2, was 
made public in the name of Charles. Every thing was 
rushing to a crisis. 

A bill now depended in the lower house for raising 
soldiers by impresBIDent. Charles suddenly intimated 
that he should pass it only with an express saving of 
his prerogative, and added, that he was "little behold. 
ing to him, whoever at this time began this dispute." 
Pym at once proceeded to the house of lords, at the 
head of a conference, and proposed the following res0-

lutions : -" It is our opinion, that the privileges of 
parliament are broken, 1. By his majesty's taking DO­

tice of the bill for pressing, it being in agitation in both 
houses, and not agreed on. 2. In that his majesty 
shOuld propound a limitation and provisional clause to 
be added to the bill, before it was presented to him by 
the consent of both houses. S. In that his majesty did 
expreBS his displeasure against some persons, for matters 
moved or debated in parliament, during the debate and 
preparation of that bill. 4. That a declaratory pro­
testation be entered into, by both houses, for the claim 
of these privileges and liberties; and that a petitionary 
remonstrance be drawn up and presented to his majesty, 
about them." A" humble petition" was immediately 
presented, embodying the stem request, that "he (the 
king) should take notice that the privilege of parliament 
was broken, and to desire him that it may not be done so 
any more hereafter." Charles made an "ample apology." 

The remonstrance meanwhile was doing its work 
among the people, and the popular discontents against 
the bishops were loudly heard.3 Upon this Williams, 

l Memoriall, p. 48. 
: 2 Conoult the restored text or tbe History • 

• Clarendon says, that the temporal peen bad beeome equally objects of 
popular odium. And he proceeds to sari but without any authority of the 
reports or Journals to bQAr him out, Hereupon the lords sent to the 
boUle of commono, • and many memben of that houle complained, • that 
they could not come with safety to tbe houoe-j and that aome of them bad 
been 8118ulted and;"ery ill entreated, by those that crowded about that 
door.' But tiilo conference· could not be Focured; tbe debate belna ltill 

Q 4 i , 
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who had recently made his peace wid! Charles, and 
succeeded to the archbishopric of York, eommiued that 
act, which, colllidered as • rasl.mesa, was such a strange 
departure from his character; but, viewed .. a fint 
step to the kiug's cherished purpose of revoking all that 
had been done in the past year, on the ground that the 
parliament had not been free, was in perfect keeping 
with the huge intrigue of his lile. He drew -up a de­
claration, and prevailed with eleven other prelates to 
join him in it, to the eft'ect that the bishops could De 
longer, without danF to their lives, attend their duty 
in parliament, and that they therefore protested against 
the validity of any votes or resolutions of the house of 
lords-during their absence. This WI8 delivered by the 
lord keeper, and heard with extreme rese~tment. The 
lords treated it as a breach of privilege, and communi­
cated with the commons; when the latter, after a de­
bate with closed doors, impeached the twelve bishops of 
high treason. On the 80th of December they ap­
peared .. culprits on their knees at the baT of the upper 
house. Ten were committed to the tower, and two, on 
the score of age and infirmity, to the usher of the black 
~. -

Thus closed 1641, the most eventful year of the 
English history, and upon the first day of 1642 blood 
was shed. A dissolute royalist officer drew. his sword at 
Westminster, and, inventing a tel'm which afterwards 
became very famous, threatened death. to "the round­
heads who bawled against the bishops." Colonel Luns­
ford; too, who had been appointed to the tower by 
Charles, ill defiance of the wishes of the commons, drew 
his sword upon the populace; several of his friends 
followed his example; and 'some of the, citizens were 
wounded, while one, sir Richard Wiseman, was killed. 

put oil to 80me other time; after leYeral speecb.,. bad been made in lll8ti­
lIcation of them, and commendation of tbeir af!l!ctlon8: 80me aayiq • 
• they mUll not discourage their (rienda, thll being ". time tber mUll make 
use of aU ftienda;' Mr. Pym blmself aaylng, • God forbid tbe bOUle or 
commons mould proceed, in any way. to dlsbearten people to obtain tbeir 
uat dealrea in suCh away.·.. Blator)' of the Rebe1lion, vol. ~ Po fiT. 
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The Bext scene took place in the hoUle of commons. 
The question of a guard Wal agaill debated, with balberta 
in the house for their defence. Pym had presented to 
the lorda tbe following condensed and most significant 
statement of reasons for the protection claimed. " The 
great number of disorderly, 8U8picioua, and ~ 
pe1'IIOns, especially ,of the Irish natiOB, lurking in ob­
seure allies and victualling-houses, in the suburbs, and 
other places near London and Westminster. The 
jealousy conceived upon discovery of the design in Scot­
land, for the surprising of the persons of divers nobility 
and members of the parliament there;' which had been 
spoken of here, BOme few days before it broke out, not 
fDitAout aome wlH8pering intimation, that tM lik6 tDtJB 

intended againlt ditJ61" perBOnB qf both hmuu; which 
found the more credit, by reason of the former attempts 
of bringing up the army, to disturb and inforce this 
parliament. The eonspiracy in Ireland, managed with 
80 much secrecy, that, but for the happy discovery at 
Dublin, it had been executed in all parts of the JrlDg­
dom, upon one and the same day, or soon after; and 
that some of the chief conspirators did profess, that the 
like cour,e tDtJB intended in England and Scotland; 
which being found in BOme degree true in Scotland. 
seemed the more probable to be likewise designed for 
England. Divers advertisements beyond the sea, which 
came over about the same time, 'That there should be a 
great alteration of religion in England in a few days; 
and that the neeks of both the parliaments 8hould be 
broken.' Dfvers examinations of dangerous speeches 
of some of the popish and discontented party in this 
kingdom. The secret meetings and consultations of 
the papists, 'in several parts: their frequent devotions 
for Ibe prosperity of some great design in hand. These 
several coD&iden.t.ions do move, the parliament to desire a 
gaard; which for the most part should be under the 
command of the earl of Essex: ~md they do conceive 
that there is just cause to apprehend, that there is BOme 
wicked and mischievous practice. to interrupt the peace. 
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able proceedings of the parliament, still in hand: for 
preventing whereof, it is fit the guard should be con-" 
tinued under the same command, or such other as they 
should cboose: but, to have it under the command 
of any other, not cbosen by themselves, they can by 
no means consent to; and will rather run any hazard, 
than admit of a precedent so dangerous, both to this 
and future parliaments. And they humbly leave it to 
his majesty, to consider, wbether it will not be fit, to 
suffer his high court of parliament to enjoy that 
privilege of providing for their own aafety, which was 
never denied other inferior courts: and that he will 
be pleased graciously to believe, that they cannot think 
themselves aafe under any guard, of whicb they shall 
not be assured, that it will be as faithful in de(ending 
his majesty's aafety as their own; whereof they shall 
always be more careful than of their own." And "now 
Pym rose to add additional reasons, drawn from the 
recent practices and me~aces of the English "ma-

o lignant party." 
The house of commons W8s still in debate - the 

3d of January, 1642 - when Herbert, the attorney 
general, appeared at the clerks' table of the bouse of 
lords, and said, that "the king had commanded him 
to tell their lordships that great and treasonable designs 
and practices against him and the state had come to his 
majestie's knowledge; for which the king had given him 
command to accuse, and he did aceuse, the lord Kim­
bolton, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Hollis, sir Arthur 

o Hazelrigge, and Mr. Strode, of high treason." He then 
read the articles, which sufficiently indicate how the blow 
would have been followed up, in case it had succeeded 
thus far. 

They were Couched in these words: - "First. That 
they have traitorously endeavoured to subvert the funda­
mental laws and government of this kingdom, and de_ 
prive the king of his regal power, and place in the 0 

subjects an arbitrary and tyrannical power. Second. 
That they have traitorously endeavoured, by many foul 
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aspersions upon bis majesty and bis government, to 
alienate the afFections of his people, and to make bi. 
majesty odioUlJ to them. Third. That they have en_ 
deavoured to draw his majesty's late army to dis­
obedience to his ml\iesty'. commands, and to side 
with them in their traiterous designs. Fourth. That 
they have traiterously invited and encouraged a foreign 
power to invade bis majesty's kingdom of England. 
Fifth. That they have traiterously endeavoured to sub­
vert the rights and very being of parliaments. Sixth. 
That for the completing of their dangerous projects 
they have endeavoured, as far as in them lay, by force 
and terror, to compel the parliament to join with them 
in their traitorous designs; and to that end, have actually 
raised and countenanced tumults against the king and 
parliamEnt. Seventh. That they have traitorously con­
spired to levy, and actually bave levied, war"against the 
king." Herbert added a desire on the part o~ bis 
majesty, "First. That a select committee, under a com­
mand of secrecy, may be appointed to take the ex­
amination of such witnesses as the king will produce in 
tbis business, as formerly bath been done in cases of 
like nature, according to the justice of this bouse. 
Second. Liberty to add and alter if there sho~ld be cause. 
Third. That their lordships would take care for the 
securing of the persons, as in justice there should be 
cause." " 

Had this monstrous attempt of tyrsnny ended here, 
it would have stood a lasting evidence of the perfidy 
and folly of the king. The oldest rigbts of the subject 
were inso1ently violated by it. The attorney general 
had not a shadow of right to impeach Pym or Hamp­
den, any more than the hoU3e of lords had the rigbt 
to try them. Tbe only mode of legal trial, upon such 
a suit preferred by the king, was by a petty jury on a 
bill found by a grand jury. But thus far we have ouly 
seen the beginning of the end! 

The lower house were told of the attempt against 
them by Ii message from the lords; and in the same 
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moment heard that penons were sealing up the trunks, 
papers, and lodgings of the accused members. They 
sent the speaker'. warrant on the instant, to break the 
seal. aDd apprehend the persons by whom they were 
put on j ordered at the same ~e that any members 
upon whom similar seizures were attempted should 
stand upon their defence; and finally desired an imme_ 
diate conference with the lords, as parties intereated no 
less than themselves. 

Mr. Francis, serjeant at arma, having been mean­
while admitted without his mace, delivered the follow .. 
ing message to the h01l8e: -" I am commanded 'by the 
kiog's majesty, my master, upon my allegiance, thatll 
should come and repair to the house of oommOOB, where 
Mr. Speaker is j and there to require of Mr. Speaker 
five gentlemen, members of the house of commons, and 
that these gentlemen being delivered, I am commanded 
to arrest them, in his majesty's Dame, of high treason. 
Their'names are, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. HoUis, 
sir A. Hazlerig, and Mr. William Strode." The house 
sent a deputation to the king in reply, saying, that the 
matter was too aerioua to be decided without consider­
ation, but that the aceuaed would be ready to answer 
any legal charge. Pym and Hampden- were present at 
the moment, and the speaker, in the name of the hOUle, 
formally requested them to attend, with the other three 
members, on the morning of the following day.l 

The. scene must now change, early on the moming 
of the 4th of January, to the king's apartments at 
Whitehall j for a page of the secret history qf this me­
mo~e event has recently been opene<l to us. 

The project of seizing the accused members iu per­
son, from within the walls of the house, was, probably, 
Charles's own, but had certainly been canvassed ear­
nestly with the queen tillSlate OD the preceding night. 
From a. curious manuscript account,1et't by sir W. Coke 

.. 1 Joumala 01 the c-mon.. In tbe afternoon 01 tbe 4th, there i •• me­
morandum entered, .. tbat all tbe live membera, aforementioDed, did appear 
In the bo-. aoaordIns to 7eo..erda1'.lDjllnctioD. .. 
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of Norfolk, to Mr. Anchetil Grey, it would, then appear 
that the king, apprehensive of the hazard of the attemp' 
tbat had been agreed on at night, went the next mom4 
ing to the queen's apartment, and finding Carlisle with 
her mlljesty, he retired with the latter into her closet, and 
there discoursed with her about the consequence of the 
design, urged many reasons against it, and expresaed a 
resolution not to put it into execution j upon which 
the queen could no longer contain, bu.t broke into these 
angry and pasaionat.e words: -" AlleRs! poltron! go, 
pull these rogues out by the ears, ou fIB me rtJ1J01IeM ja,. 
flUJi8!" 1 The king left the room. Madame de Motte­
ville supplies the sequel in describing the queen, while 
waiting with violent impatience, rejoined by lady Car­
lisle. "She was impatiently," says that celebrated 
goBBip anll waiting.woman, "awaiting news from the 
house j at length, thinking that the hour was pas', and 
the stroke made or miaaed, she said to lady Carlisle, 
• Rejoice! for I hope that the king is now:master in his 
states, and such and such are in custody.' Lady Car4 
lisle immediately sent intelligence to Mr. Pym, where it 
arrived in· time. . The queen owned her indiscretion,. 
with great penitence, to her husb and, who!forgave her." 2 

Pym, Hampden, and dae other members, were in 
their places in the house of commons very early on the 
4th of January j and as soon as prayers were said, 
Pyni had risen, and addressed the speaker on the 
articles of impeachment presented against him; the 
day beCore by the king's attorney. The cIeameas, force, 
and beauty of his speech will be felt by all. " What," 
we may say with lEachines, .. what if we had heard 
him'" 

"Mr. Speaker, these articles of high treason, ex­
bibiied by his mlljeaty against me, and' the other 
gentlemen in the accusation charged with tile same 

1 Sir Arthur HaaeIrir lliJllleit, In an account be gave of thil allldr, In 
Cromwell'. parliament Of' 1658, .... tbeoe:worda in part. His account is 
1ooae, but fair CDfIIlbara$In, evidence on the wbole. See _ extracts 
frnIII biB lpeecb In A~ D, 

• 1laqUre. 110 - . 
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crime. are of great consequence and much damage to 
the state. The articles in themselves. if proved. are. 
according to the laws of the land, high treason. 

"First. To tmdeaflOUr to 8UbtJert the fu:n.damental 
latD8 qf the land, W. by thUt preBfmt parliament, in the earl 
qf Strafforrr8 calle, adjudged high treaaon. Secondly, to 
endeavour to introduce into this kingdom an arbitrary 
and tyrannical form o( government, is likewise voted 
high treason. Thirdly, to raise an army to compel the 
parliament to make and enact laws. without their free 
votes and willing proceedings in the same, is high 
treason. Fourthly, to invite a foreign force to invade 
this land, to favour our designs agitated against the king 
and state. is high treason. Fifthly. to animate and 
encourage riotous assemblies and tumults about the 
parliament, to compel the king to assent to votes of the 
house, is treason. Sixthly. to cast aspersions upon his 
majesty and his government, to alienate the affections 
of his people, and to make his majesty odious unto them, 
is treason. Seventhly, to endeavour to draw his 
majl!llty's army into disobedience, and to side with us in 
our designs, if against the king, is treason. 

" I desire, Mr. Speaker, the favour of this house to 
cle4r myself, concerning this charge. I shall only 
parallel and similize my actions, since the sitting 
of this parliament, with these articles. 

" First, Mr. Speaker, If to vote with the parliament, 
as a member of the house, wherein all our votes ought 
to be free (it being one of the greatest privileges thereof 
to have our debates, disputes, and arguments in the 
same unquestionable), be to endeavour to subvert the 
fundamental laws; then I am guilty of the first 
article. 

"Secondly. If to agree and consent with the whole 
tate of the kingdom, by vote, to ordain and make laws 

for the good government of his majesty's subjects, in 
peace and dutiful obedience to their lawful sovereign, be 
to introduce an· arbitrary and tyrannical form of 
government in the state; then am I guilty of this 
article. 
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"Thirdly. If to consent, by vote with theparliament, 
to raise a guard, or train'd band, to secure and defend 
the persons of the members thereof, being invironed and 
beset with many dangers in the absence of the kiDg; 
and, by voU! with the house, in willing obedience to the 
royal command of his majesty, at his return, be actually 
to-levy arms against ,the king; then aD;l I guilty of this 
article • 

.. Fourthly. If to join with the parliament of Eng­
land, by free vote, to crave brotherly assistance from 
Scotland (kingdoms both under obedience to one 
sovereign, both his loyal subjects) to suppress the 
rebellion in Ireland, which lies gasping every day in 
danger to be lost from his majesty's subjection, be to 
invite and- encourage a foreign pow!,!, to invade this 
kingdom; then am I guilty of high treason. 

"Fifthly. If to agree with the greatest and wisest 
council of state, to suppress unlawful tumults and 
riotous assemblies; to agree with the house, by vote, to 
all orders, edicts, and declarations fol' their repelling, be 
to raise and countenance them in their unlawful actions ; 
then am I guilty of this article. 

"Sixthly. If, by free vote, to join with the parlia­
ment in publishing of a remonstrance; in setting forth 
declarations against delinquents in the state'; against in­
cendiaries between his majesty and his kingdom; 
against ill counsellors which labour to avert his majesty's 
affection from parliament; against those ill-affected 
bishops that have innovated our religion - oppl'eBsed 
painful, learned, and godly ministers, with vexatious 
suits and-molestations in their unjust courts- by cruel 
sentences of pilloly and cutting off their ears - bygreat 
fines, banishments, and perpetual imprisonments: - if 
this, Mr. Speaker, be to cast aspersions upon his majesty 
aDd his government, and to alienate the hearts of his 
lo,al subjects, good protestants and well affected in 
religion, fro~ their due obedience to his royal majesty ; 
then am I guilty also of this article. 

H Seventhly. If to consent, by vote with the parlia-
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ment, to put forth proclamatioDs, or to send declarations 
to his· maJesty's army, to animate and encourage the 
same to his loyal o1tedienee; to give so many subsidies, 

. and raise so many great sums of money, willingly, for 
their keeping on foot to aerve ·bis mlQesty upon his 
royal command, on any oeeasion; to app...mend and 
attack, as de1iilquents, such persons in the same as are 
disaffected both to his sacred person, his crown and 
dignity; to his wise and great counsel of parliament; 
to the &rue and orthodox doctrine of the church of 
England, and tbe true religion, grounded on the doc­
trine of Christ himself, and established and confirmed 
by many acts of parliament in the reign. of king Henry 
VIII., king Edward VI., queen Elizabeth, and kiDg 
James, of blessed memOlJ: - if this, MI'. Speak., be 
to draw his mtJesty'. army into disobedience, and siding 
with us in our designs; then am I guilty of this 
article. 

"Now, Mr. Speaker, having given you a touch COD­

GerDing these articles; comparing them with my aetions 
ever BiBee I bad &be honour to sit in this hoUle as a 
member thereof; I humbly crave your consideration 
and favourable judgment of, them, not -doubting­
they being weighed in the even scales of your wisdom -
I shall "be found innocent and clear from these crimes 
laid to my cbarge.'" 

Nor, in the triumpb of this masterly self-vindieation, 
did Pym forget the higher duty which tben waited upon 
his position as leader of the house - upon hi. virtue -
and on bis never_quailing courage. As the members.< 
pected him to resume his seat, he gravely and earnestly, 
amid loud cheering hom various quarten, added these 
Word8:- . . 
• It Mr. Speaker, I humbly crave your further patience, 
to speak somewhat concerning the exhibiting of this' 
cbarge; which is to offer to yoqr consideration these 
questions, viz. Fint, fDhetAer to eriibit ar(ie1e8 qf 
high treason by hiB majuty'a own banda in tAiB 1wrue, 
agreea fDith the rigAtB and pN"ilegea thereqf¥ Secondly, 

0'9""ed by Google 



in 
whether for a guard armed to come into the parliament 
to aceulll any of the members thereof, be Dot a breach 
of the privilege of par1iament ? Thirdly, whether any 
of the members of parliameat, beiDg 10 accused, may 
be committed: upon II1lCb. &CCIII&tioa, wRhout the whole 
CODIIInti Fourthly, whether .. parliament hath not 
prinlege to hail Illy member 10 accused? Fifthly 
8IId latIy, whether, if Illy of &be members of parlia. 
men 10 charged, and by the -houe discharged, without 
reIease from his majesty. m .. y ad.ll sit in the house II 
members of the same? 

c& And thus, Mr. Speaker. I humbly crave pardon for 
my presumption in so far troubling this honourable 
house, desiring their favourable consideratioll of all my 
actions; and that I may have such trial II to this wise 
eouneil shall seem meet ;-chearfully submitting myself 
IIld AliCtions to the rigb'teous judgment of the same." 

The rest of the accused members afterwards lOBe suc­
ceavely, and refuted the alleged charges against them_ 
aelves. The dinner hour', adjournlDent then' took 
place; and the house hacl scarcely resumed when, 
between three and four o'clcick, Pym received lady 
Carlisle's intelligence, and at onee stated it to the house. 
The five members were requested. to withdraw, to avoid 
the bloodshed which it was felt I would be the necessary 
conaequence of their remaining; and after some diffi_ 
culty they did 10. Tben the house, having ordered Mr. 
Speaker to keep his seat, with the mace lying before 
him, awaited in awful silence the- approach of their 
strange and unwelcome visitor.l: 

A loud knock threw open the door; a rush as of 
many armed men was heard; and above it the voice of 
Charles. commanding" upon their lives Dot to come 
in." 2 Be entered the moment after, accompanied only 

• 1 Tbe lUblequent entry 011 the Journala illlmplr tbil: _ « Jan. 4, p. m. 
TIle ~ came into the hOUle of COJD1Dona anel took lIr. Speall.er'l 
chair • 

.. OeIJtlemen, I am lOR)' to have tbll oceuIon to come unto you, • ••• " 
" lIeIolvecl, upon the question, that the boule ahaU III\journ .it.elf till to. 

__ one of the ClocL" 
I Verner'l pencil notee. 

'YOI .. W. a 
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by his nephew, the prince palatine; and 88 he advancecl 
up to the chair - uncovering himself, and the members 
standing up uncovered - he darted a look "on the 
right hand, near the bar of the house, where Mr. Pym 
used to sit; but not seeing him there (lmoIIJing kim 
V16ll), went up to the chair:'l This the speaker yielded 
to him, but he continued standing on the step. Again 
his eye glanced round - searching once more for the 
portly person of the popular leader. The multitUde of 
faces that met his own, and the sullen and awful silence 
that prevailed, confused him. He spoke at last, but in 
a subdued tone, and with an abruptness which made 
more evident than usual the painful defect in his 
enunciation. He 88BUred them hastily, " that no king 
that ever was in England should be ~ore careful of 
their privileges'; but in case of treason, he held that no 
person hath a privilege." He took "this occasion 
again to confirm, that whatever he bad. done in favour 
and for the good of his subjects he would maintain." 
Then again, " he called Mr. Pym by name." 2 - None 
answered. He asked the speaker if he was in the house. 
Lenthall, inspired by the greatness of the occasion, 
kneeled, and desired him to excuse his answer, for" in 
this place I have neither eyes to see nor tongue to speak, 
but as the house is pleased to direct me, whose servant 
I am." "The birelt then are flown!" ·said Charles, 
passionately;; and, abmptly insisting that the accused 
membelll must be sent to him, or "he must take his 
own course," left the place where he stood, " pulling off 
his hat till he came to the door."a A low and ominous 
murmur of " privilege! privilege I" sounded in his 
ears 88 he retired. His hired and tumultuous bands of 
bravoes, who, while he was in tile house, had been 
waiting in the lobby for "the word," cocking their 
pistols, and crying "Fall on,"" no~ followed him 

1 Rulbwortb. . 

, : ~:en~ noteo. II ~:A!:!" :lifo!7!- t .. ~~ .. of 
the commoOL .. "ft~:o;r.., appear, tbat manl 80:. papiIta and othen. 
18 the number of aboutSOO. came Wlth bls m~. on TUeaday the ttb Instant. 
to the Aid bouse of eommon .. armed with •• on!l, piato'" and other 
weapons; and divers of them JIl'CII" to th •.• OOI' of the aald ~. tb~t 
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abouting to Whitehall; from whence he iBlUed a 
proclamation, in the course of that night, directing that 
the ports should be stopped, and that no penon should, 
at his peril, venture to harbour the accused members. 

During the whole of this extraordinary and unparal­
leled seene, one person only sat quiet and unmoved. 
This was Rusbworth, the celebrated historical collector, 
then assistant clerk to the commons. I will here sub­
join the account which he has left, since it is remark­
able for many reasons; and not least for containing the 
very words that were spoken by Charles and Lenlhall, 
and which the indefatigable clerk coolly wrote down as 
they broke upon the terrible silence. The closing para­
graph carries us, too, a step beyond the sketch given 
above; which is taken, it should be added, in the points 
of difference or addition to Rusworth, from the pencil 
notes of sir Ralph Verney, who was also in the house at 
the time. 

"When the five accused members came this clay, 
after dinner, into the house, they were no Booner sat in 
their places, hut the house was informed by'one captain 
Langrish, lately an ofBcer in arms in France, that ,he 
came from among the officers and soldiers at Whitehall; 

away tbe door-keepen, and placed themaelyes between the oald door and 
the cmllnary atteDdaDti of ble ~ haldl ... up their awordll and lOIDe 
holding up their pi8tolo, ready cocked, near the said door I and oaying, • I 
am a good marklllWl; I can hit right, I warrant you; , and they not IUr. 
fering the said door """"nil ... to the CUltom of parliament, to he .hut; 
but IIld, • they wouid hIYe the door open;laDCi, If any opposition were 
agaiDat them, they made no question, but they .hould mate their party 
good i and that tbey would maintain their party:' And, when .... oral 
memoen of the boUle of common. were coming into the hOUle, their at­
teodantl deslrin, that room might he made for them, lOme of the said 
eoldien answered, • A pox of God confound: them I' and othera said, • A 
pox take the houle of common.; Jet th_ come, and he banged I what 
&-do II here with the hqu.e of commons I , And lOIne of the .ald IOldiera 
did likewlle violently _It, and by force diaarDI, some of the attendantl 
and! aerYanti ., the membera of the hoUle of commons, waiting in the 
roODII next the said hOUIe : and, upon the kiDS" return out of the said 
ho ...... many'of them, br oath. and otberwi.oe, expreued much diIconteol, 
that lOIne inembera of the oaid hOUle, for wbom tbey came, were not 
there: and otbera of them oaid, • When eomes the wOrd " and no word 
being glftn, at hll maJeat1'. coming out, th"l. cried, " A Iaoe, a Jane I ' 
Afterwardl, eome of them, bel ... demaodOd, what they.thouabtr,the said 
company Intended to ~ve done,' an.wered, • that, : questio.-iI_, In the 
pooture they were lOt, if the wora had heen iii ...... they Ibould hpa f.IIIIea 
upon the bOule of commOlll.'" 

B 2. 
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and, understanding by them that his majesty wu 
coming with a guard of military men, commanders and 
soldiers, to the boWIe of commons, he passed by them, 
with some difficulty, to get to the house before them, 
and sent in word how near the said officers and soldiers 
were come. Whereupon, a ~n member of the 
boWIe 1 having also private intimation from the countess 
of Carliale, sister to the earl of Northumberland, that 
endeavours would be WJed this day to apprehend the five 
members, the house required tbe five members to de­
part the hoW\ll forthwith, to the end to avoid combus­
tion in the bouse, if the said soldiers should WIe vio­
lence to pull any of them out. To which oommand of 
the house four of the said members yielded ready 
obedience; but Mr. Strode was obstinate, till sir Wal. • 
ter Earle (his antient acquaintance) pulled him out by 
force; the king being at that time entering into the 
new palace.yard, in Westminster. And as his majesty 
came through Westminster hall, the commanders, re­
formadoes, &c., that attended him, made a lane on both 
sides the hall through which his msjesty passed, and 
came up the, stairs to the house of commODS, and stood 
before the guard of pensioners and halberteers, who 
also attended the king's person; and the door of the 
house of commons being thrown open, his majesty en-
tered the house, and as he passed up towards the chair, 
be cast bis eye on the right hand, near the bar of the 
house, where Mr. Pym WJed to sit; but his majesty, 
not seeing bim there (knowing him well), went up to 
the chair, and said, 'By your leave, Mr. Speaker, I 
must borrow your chair a little.' Whereupon the speaker 
came out of the chair, and his majesty stepp'd up 
into it. After he bad staid in the chair awhile, he cast 
his eye upon the members as they stood up uncovered, 
but could not discern any of the five members to be 
there; nor, indeed, were they easy to be discerned, bad 

] '!bere _" a lOR of delicacy here Implied, .. It the' auiatant 
clerk did Dot care to aIIDOUDCe publicly 17m" CODDecliClll with LadJ 
Carlill .. 
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they been there, among 80 many bare faces an standing. 
up together. 

"Then his mtJesty made this speech. • Gentlemen, 
I am sorry for this oceuion of coming unto you. Yell­
terday.I sent a serjeant at arms upon a very important 
occasion, to apprehend lOme that, by my eemmand, 
were accused of high treason; whereunto I did expect 
obedience, and not a message. And I must deelare unto 
you here, that albeit DO king that ever was in Eng1aDd 
shall be more careful of your privileges, to maintain 
them to the uttermost of his power, than I &hall be; 
yet you mult know that in eases of treason no person 
hath a privilege. And therefore I am come to know if 
any of these persons that were aeeuaed -are here. For 
I must tell you, gentlemen, that 80 long as these persons 
that I have accused, for no. slight crime, but for treason, 
are here, I cannot expect that this bouse will be in the 
right way that I do heartily wish it. Therefore I am 
come to tell you, that I must have them wheresoever I 
find tbem.-Well, since I see all the birds are fiown, 
I do expect from you that you will send them unto me 
as soon as ·they return bither. But I lIIIlHe you, on 
the word of a king, I Dever did intend any force, but 
&hall proceed against them in a legal and fair way, 
for I never meant any other.-And DOW, since I see I 
cannot do what I came for, I think this DO unfit occa­
sion to repeat what I have said formerly, that whatso­
ewer I have done in favour and to the good of my 
1Iubject&, I do mean to maintain it. I will trouble you 
DO more but tell you, I do expect, as soon as they come 
10 the house, you will send them to me; otherwise I 
must take my own course to find them: 

•• When the king was looking abcnlt the bouse, the 
speaker standing below by the cbair, his majesty asked 
him whether any of these persous were in the house? 
whether he 88W any of them!? and where they were ? 
To which the speaker, falling on his knee, tb1J!l an­
-swered :-' May it please your majesty, I have neither 

as 
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eyes to see nor tongue to speak in thiB place, but as the 
house is pleased to direct me, whose servant I am here; 
and humbly beg your majesty's pardon that I cannot 
give any other answer than this to what your ml\iesty 
is pleased to demand of me.' 

rc The king, having concluded his speech, went out 
of the house again; which was ill great disorder, and 
many members cried out aloud, so as he might hear 
them, PritJilege! priWeg6! and forthwith adjoUJ'lled 
till the next day at one o'clock. 

rc The I(lme efJening his majesty sent James Max­
well, usher of the house of peers, to the house of com­
mons, to require Mr. Rushworth, the clerk assistant, 
whom his ml\iesty had observed to take his speech in 
characters, at the table in the house, to come to biB 
majesty; And when Maxwell brought him to the 
king, bis majesty commanded him to give him a copy 
of biB speech in the house. Mr. Rushworth humbly 
besought his majesty (hoping for an excuse) to call to 
mind how Mr. Francis Nevil, a Yorkshire member of 
the house of commons, was committed to the tower, for 
telling his ml\iesty what words were spoken in the bouse 
by Mr. Henry Bellasis, son to the lord Fauconberg; to 
whom his majesty smartly replied, < I do not ask you 
to tell me what was said by any member of the house, 
but what I said myself:' whereuponlhe readily gave obe­
dience to his ml\iesty's command, rand in biB majesty's 
presence, in the ~m called the jewel-house, he traa. 
scrib'd his ml\iesty's speech out of his characters, hi. 
majesty staying in the room all the while, and then 
and there presented the same to the king; which his 
ml\iesty was pleased ~ command to be sent speedily 
to the press~ and the next morning" it came forth in 
print." 1 

Pym, Hampden, Hollis, Hazelrig, and Stroude had 
taken refuge in Coleman-street, in the city. The city, it 
has been well observed, was at this time the fastness of 
public liberty, and «a place of at least as much import-

I Rulhworth'. Collecticma, .. 01. I ... P. iTT, 47& 
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ance as Paris during the French revolution.l " Instead of 
being, as now, a huge collection of immense warehouses 
and counting.houses, frequented by clerks and traders dur­
ing the day, and left almost deserted during night, it was 
then « closely inhabited by 300,000 persons, to whom 
it was a place of constant residence;', and who had as 
complete a civil and military organisation as ifit had been 
an independent republic. The troops they afterwarda 
furnished turned the tide of many an action at the open­
ing of the civil war. The municipal offices were filled 
by the most opulent and respectablemercbants of the king­
dom, and It the pomJ' of the magistracy of the capital was 
second only to that which surrounded the penon of the 
sovereign." Finally, the numbers, the intelligence, the 
wealth of the citizens, the democratic form of their local 
government, that had educated them to notions of 
liberty, and their vicinity to the court and to the parlia­
ment, made them "one of the most formidable bodies 
in the kingdom." 

Into the city Charles proceeded on the following 
morning, in search of the five members. He was re­
ceived with marked signs of diJlcontent. The multitude 
cried aloud, "Privileges of parliament! privileges of 
parliament!" and one of them, more zealous than the 
rest, flung into the window of his carriage a paper, on 
which was written the famous words of the ten tribes, 
when they forsook the foolish and wantonly tyrannical 
Rehoboam - " To your tents, 0 Israel!" Meanwhile 
the houses, the purses, the pikes of the citizens, were 
freely placed at the command of the commons. They 
kept themselves all night in arms; and on the following 
day all signs of business were suspended, the shops 
closed, and the streets thronged. A committee had been 
appointed to sit in the city, for investigating the out­
rage; a deputation· of the common council welcome.d its 
members; several of the halls of the companies (then 
formidable clans) were offered for its sittings; guards 

I See a brilliant article on lord Nugent'. Memorlala of Hampden, In the 
Edinburgh Review. 
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not diminution or 8IIbvendoD of any law, which was 
DOt decrimentall to the ulety aDd prosperity of this 
ldugdome." The aDegaticma in che fourth and fifth 
articles are IIDBW8l'ed thus: - " It is declared, that he 
hath traytoroualy inrited and iDClOUJ'I88d a fomine 
power to invade hia lIlIIjeatie's Jdngdome of England. 
Te this yOUI' pedtioaen dare boldly .y, that this neCa­
rious invitation ad incoungement of a f'orreine power 
'W88 never 1l1ldertooke 'by him; f'or he hath bin ?erJ 
vigilant to preserve and defend this kingdome, in 88 

sreat fortification as poaaibly might be, to the ftoriahing 
prGBperity of this "hole realme. And, therefore, he 
hath of'tentimea expreBRd his affection towards the uCety 
of this nation, aad of stroDger forces that lIhould be 
raiaecI. to keep out any ferreine enemy or power, least 
peradventure, they atea1e upon us VDawarea. In the 
Mth article he is impeacbed thus: - That hee hath 
Vaytoroully indeavoured to IIlbvert the lIighta and very 
being of puliameDta. To this wee may answer with 
great facility, - Hee fIHU ,he c1riPltJ 0tJfU6 tAat tAil fHW­_meat fIHU umnbW, and it seems very incongruous 
that he should subvert '&he same. M01'eOver, he is the 
sole man that stands £Or the antient rights and liberties 
of the parliameuta, and it BeeDlea a stupendious thing 
that bee should eonfcnmd the BUlle. In this respect your 
-petitioners dare apeak with confidence, that there was 
not one JIUIIl in the pam.nent house "ho did stand 
more IItIonsly lot' die rip-of parliameat than Mr. Pym 
diAL" 

What need to pursue this abject f'arther ~ The 
heuse of eommons, having deelare4 the king'. "warlike 
entrance" a gross breach of privilege, and his procla­
mation of the five mem1len as -traitors a It fa1ae. SeaD­
dalous, and illegal paper," oompleted their open deflance 
of Charlea by ~CJIUI'Ding till the lith of January, and 
-ordering the acaused members on that flay to attend in 
"their places at Weaauiaater, ad l't!811IIle their public 
duties. Charlea sought to effect a compromise ;, offered 
a II free pardon; If and said he found now " good cause 
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wholly to desert any prosecution j .. - but it was too 
late. The resolute determination of the commons, the 
proceedings which were afterwards taken to dare the ut­
most investigation; and, finally, the punishment of the 
king's attorney, belong to history. 
, The 11th of January was a brilliant day, and the 
thames appeared covered with boats, and its bridges and. 
banks crowded with spectatol'8. Armed vessels, and 
barges manned by sailors and carrying ordnance with 
matches lighted, attended the embarkation of the sheriffS, 
with a portion of the city guard. Two brilliant lines of 
flags and colours ranged themselves from London bridge 
to Westminster hall; and through these, Pym and 
Hampden and their friends, in a vessel manned' by 
sailors who had volunteered their services, returned to 
the scene of their dangers and glories. Afurther division 
of the train-bands of the city had meanwhile marched 
up the Strand, attended by vast crowds of shouting 
people, for the purpose of guarding the avenues to the 
house of commons; and as the patriots landed, the 
enthusiastic applauses ,of the multitude, outringing the 
clattering discharges of ordnance, followed them in 
their passage to the lobby. pYIll rose immediately 
after taking his old seat, and fervently thanked the citi­
zens of London. Hampden, Hollis, Hazlerig, and 
Stroude stood uncovered while Pym spoke. In con­
clusion the sheriffS were thanked by an unanimous vote 
of the house, and orders given that a guard, selected 
from the train-bands of the city, <C should attend daily 
to watch over the safety of the parIiament." 

Late on the night before this public triumph, the 
king, his queen, and their children, left London and 
proceeded to Hampton Court. When Charles returned 
again, he returned a prisoner. 

The crisis had now arrived, and the last appeal alone 
was waited for. Clarendon says that Pym and Hamp­
den returned to their places in parliament, altered and 
flercer men. Fiercer they probably were; but they 
were Dot altered. The times had changed, not they. 
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Their· hopes of any intermediate reconciliation were 
now for ever blasted; and it was clear that no mutual 
terms cou.ld be held again until one of the parties had 
thoroughly subdued the other. 

The commons punued their measures with singular 
energy. Major-general Skippon was placed, 'With a 
sufficient guard, over the Tower; and a memorable 
order was at once issued, that lord Newport, master­
general of the ordnance, and air John Byron, lieutenant 
of the Tower, should sufter no removal of ordnance or 
ammunition" 'Without the king's authority signified by 
both houses of parliament." Goring was sent to hold 
Portsmouth under the same authority, and sir John 
Hotham to Hull. The king remained irresOlute and 
inactive meanwhile. 

The commons wanted money beyond all things, and 
now negotiated a loan with the city. The authorities, by 
petition, declined lending, except upon certain condi­
tiODS, which they delivered in the form of twelve specific 
grievances to be at once redressed. These conditions 
are supposed to have been the suggestion of Pym. The 
COJllmons instantly desired a conference with the lords 
respecting this London petition, and diven others of a 
similar character from the counties of Middlesex, Essex, 
and Hertford. Pym managed the conference, and the 
speech he delivered there is a masterpiece of eloquence ; 
solid, concise, and vigorous, nervous and simple. It 
may remain, with the language itself, an everlasting 
evidence of the wisdom and courage of the orator. 

" My lords, I am commanded by the knights, citizens, 
and burgesses, assembled for the commons in parlia­
ment, to present to your lordships diven petitions, 
which they have received from several parts, concerning 
the state of the kingdom; - whereunto they are chiefly 
moved by that constant aWection which they have 
always expressed, of maintaining a firm union and good 
correspondence with your lordships; wherein they 
have ever found much advantage and contentment, but 
never. held it more important and necessary than at this 

0'9""ed by Google 



BBITIIB 8'1'ATBUIBN. 

time, "hen the wisdom and resolution of parll,lIIeR:t 
. have as many great dangers and diffieulties to pall 

through as eYer heRtofore. 
" We-are united in the public trust, whieh il deri.vetl 

from' the commonwealth, in the common duty and 
obligation whereby God doth bind UI to the diaeharge 
of that trust; - and the commons desire to impart 
to your lordships whatsoever information or intelligence, 
w1sataoever encouragement or assistance, they have Ie­

-ceived from those several COUDties which they repre­
sent; that 80 llkewise we may be united in the RUDe 

illtentionl and endeavours of improving aU tb the 
service of his mlQesty, and the common good of the 
kingdom. 

"; The petitions which I am directed to communicate 
10 your lordships are four: from London, Middleaa" 
Essex, and Bertfordshire. We have received many 
more, but it would take up too much time and be too 
great a trou.ble to perUse all; and in these four you 
Day perceive the effect and sense of all. Firat, I am 
-to desire your lordships to hear them read j and then I 
-slla1l pursue my instructions in propounding IIC)JDe ob-
len'ations out of them:' 

"These peticions," the report continues, '<-being 
read by fOtH' several members of the house, Mr. Pym 
resumed hiq discourse. 

"My lords, in these four petitions you may hear the 
'V«ice. or mtMr the Cf'y, of aU England; and you cannot 
wonder if the urgency, the extremity of the condition -
whereia we are, do produce lOme earnestness and 'Vehe­
meney -of expreaaion more than ordinary. The agony, 
terror, and perplexity in which the kingdom labours, are 
universal; aU parts are affilcted with them j and therefore 
in these you may observe the groans and miserable 
complaints of all. -

"Divers reason. may be given why those diseases 
which are epidemical are more dangerous than others. 
Firat, The cause of neh diseases is universal and au­
pernal, and not from an evil constitation. or evil diet} 
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or an,. other accident j. 81lch C&1lIIIIII, therefore, work with 
more ngour and efficacy than thOle which aN particulR . 
and iDf'erior. Secondly, In nch diaeasea there il a 
eommumeatiTe qualitf, whereby the malignity of them 
ia multiplied and enCereed. Thirdly, They have a 
converting, tranaCorming power; that tuml other diseaaea 
aad ill afteetionB of men's bodies into their own nature. 

"First, The common and epidemical diaeaae, wherein. 
&his commonwealth now lies grasping, hath a nperior 
and universal cause from the em counaeIa and desigua 
of those who, under his majesty, bear the greatest 1wa1 
in government. Secondly, It hath a contagious and 
iDf'ectious quality, whereby it. is diffUsed and diapened 
thro' all.parts of the kingdom. Thirdly, It is apt to 
t,ake in the discontents, em afleetions, and designs' of 
particular persons, to increase and fortify itselC. 

ct I ahall take occasion, from aeTeral branches of thOle 
petitions wbich your lordships bave heard, to obae"e: 
First, The variety of dangers to which this kingdom is 
DOW nbject. Secondly, The manifold distempers which 
are the cauae of thOle dangers. Thirdly, The multi­
pliaity of thOle evil influences which aN the canaea of 
those distempers. 

"The fint danger is from enemies abread. Thill 
may seem a caU88le. apd impertinent observation at' 
this time, aeeing we are in peace with all nations about 
\18. ilut, m, kmlB"ou ma, be plsa&ed to conrider that 
tAB lafet, qf tAe kingdom ought R6t to deptmd upon the 
will, and di8poBition qf out' neigAbout'8, but upon out' 
ovm IItrength and provirion. Betwixt states there· ale 
often sudden changes from peace to war, according to 
occasion and advantlJ8e. AU the states of Cluiatendom 
are DOW armed, and we haTe no reason to believe lmt 
that thOle of greatest power ha'fe an evil eye upon UB, 
in respect of our religion. And if their private differences 
ahould be composed, how dangerously, how speedily, 
might those great armies, and other preparations DOW' 

ready, be applied to some ent.erpriae and attempt against 
us! If there were DO other cause, thia were nflicient 
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to make us stand upon' our guard. But there are di. 
TelS more especial symptoms of dangers of this kind. 

" We may perceive, by several advertisements from 
abroad, that they did foresee our dangers many months 
before they broke out. They could foretell the time 
and manner of them; which is a clear evidence they 
held intelligence with those who were the contrivers 
and workers of the present troubles. 

" We have, in truth, many dangerous traitors and 
fugitives now in other parts, who can discover the 
weakness and distemper of the kingdom, who hold in. 
telligence with the iIl·afFected party bere; and, by all 
cunning and subtle practices, endeavour to incite and 
provoke other princes against us. 

"Some of the ministers of our neighbour princes, 
my lords, may be justly suspected to bave bad a yet 
more immediate hand and operation in the insurrec­
tion and rebellion in Ireland; many of the com. 
manders, and mOst of the soldiers, -levied for the 
service of Spain, are now joined with the rebels there ; 
and those Irish friars, which were employed by the 
Spanish ambassador for the making of those levies, 
are known to have been the chief incendiaries of this 
rebellioD, and are still very active in the prosecution 
and encouragement of it. The rebels bave, moreover, 
a ready and speedy supply from some of our neigh. 
bours. Two convoys of munition and arms we are 
certainly informed of: - one from Dunkirk, the other 
from Nantes in Brittany; and certsinly those that 
are so forward to enable others to burt us, will not 
forbear to hurt us themselves, as soon as th~y shall 
bave means and opportunity to do it. 

" Another danger is from the papists and ill-afFected 
party at home. . The papists here are actuated by the 
BB1De principles with those in Ireland. Many of the 
most active of them have lately, indeed, been] there, 
which argues an intercoUrse and communication of 
.,ouncils. They have etUl store of arms and muni-

')n at their disposing, notwithstanding all our endea-
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"fours to disarm them; they have a free resort to the 
city and to the court; they want no opportunity to 
consult together; they have, the same or greater en­
couragements, from abotle antl from about them, than 
ever, in respect of the example and success of the 
rebels in Ireland, and the great confusions and divisions 
which, by their cunning and subtle practices, are raised 
and fomented amon8llt ourselves at home. 

"A third danger is of tumults and insurrections 
of the meaner sort of people, by reason of their ill vent 
of cloth and Other manufactures, whereby great multi­
tudes are set on work, who live for the most part on 
their daily gettings, and will, in a very short time, be 
brought to grest extremity, if not employed. Nothing 
is more sharp and pressing than necessity and want; 
what they cannot buy they will take; from them the 
like necessity will qnickly be derived to the farmers and 
husbandmen; and so grow higher, and involve all in 
an equality of misery and distress, if it be not instsntly 
prevented! And, at this time, such tumults will be more 
dangerous, because the kingdom is full of disbanded 
soldiers and officers, who will be ready to head and to 
animate the multitude to commit violence with more 
strength and advantage; and if they once grow into a 
body, it will be much more difficult to reduce them into 
order again, because necessity and want, which are the 
causes of this disturbance, will still increase as the . 
effects increase. . 

" A fourth danger is from the rebels in Ireland, not 
only in respect of that kingdom, but in respect of this. 
They ~ve seized upon the body of that kingdom al_ 

I 
ready; they abound In men of very able persons; they 
increase in arms and munition; they have great hopes 
of supplies from abroad and of encouragement here, 
and are sure of good entertainment from the popish 
party; so that they begin to speak already there of 
transporting themselves hither, and making this king­
dom the seat of the war. 
'. ." The distemper, my lords, which hath produced thee 



1!J6 BBITJIJII BT.&TaIIElI'. 

dangers, is vanOlU and exceeding violent. WbeDBOeYer 
nature is hindered in her proper operations and faoul. 
ties, distempers will necessarily follow. The obatNo­
tionl, my lordi, which hne brought· us into tIUs 
distemper are very many, 10 that we cannot wonder a. 
the strength and malignity of it. Some of the cbiefat 
of these obstructions I shall endeavour to remember. 

"First. The obstruction of reformation in matten 
of religion. No grltmancu af'll 8harper tlaan thoI. tAat 
~ uptm the tender COfIo8Ciencu of men! and there 
was never church or state aftlicted with more grie,ancea 
of thi. kind than we have been. And though they are, 
by the wisdom of thi. parliament, partly eased and di. 
minished, Jet many still remain; and as long as the 
biahops and the corrupt part of the clergy continue in 
their power, there will be litde hope of freedom, eithel' 
from the sense of those which continue, or the ftJllf' qf 
tho8tJ which af" rtlf1'I01I6d. And of this obstruction, my 
lords, I mUlt clear the commons. We are in no pan 
guilty of it. Some good bills have pused us, and othera 
are in preparation, which might bave been pUled be­
fore this, if we had not found snell ill auccess in your 
lordships' bOlUe. W1aatlOet1er miBtJAUif tAil oNtruotlon 
IAall produce, tD6 af'llfree from it: we may haw ow pari 
of the miBery, we can haw no part in theguiUor tliBbonour. 

t< Secondly. An obstruction in trade. It is trade 
. that bringe food and nourishment to the kingdom. I It 

is that which preserves and increuee the stock of the 
whole, and distributes a convenient portion of mainte­
nance to every part of it; tberefore. such an obstruc. 
tion as this mUlt needs be dangerous; the freedom of 
trade being so necesaary, the benefit 10 important, that 
it gives life, strength, and beauty to the wbole body of 
the commonwealth. But I mUlt protest the house of 
commons hath given no C8U1e to this obstruction; we 
have eased trade of many."burdens and heavy taxes, 
which are taken off; we have freed it from many hard 
restraints by patents and monopolies; W8 have been 
willing' to part with our oWn privileges, to give it en-
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eouragetnent; we have sought to put the·merchants into 
security and confidence in respect of the tower of Lon. 
don, that so they might be invited to bring in their 
bullion to the mint, as heretofore they have done; and 
we are no way guilty of the troubles, the fears, and 
public dangers which make men withdraw their stocks, 
and keep their money by them, to be ready for luch 
Budden exigencies, as in these great distractions we have 
too much cause to expect. 

·Ie Thirdly. The obstruction in the relief of Ireland. 
It must needs be accounted a great shame and dishonour 
to this kingdom, that our neighbours have shewed them­
selves more forward to supply the rebels, than we have 
been to relieve our distressed brethren and fellow-subjects. 
But I must declare we are altogether innocent of any 
neglect herein. As soon as the first news of the rebel­
lion came over, we undertook the war, not by way of 
supply and aid, as in former rebellions the subjects have 
used to do; but we undertook the whole charge of it, 
amI we suffered not twenty-four hours to pass before we 
agreed to a great levy of money and, men, to be employed 
against the rebels, even in a larger proportion than the 
lords, justices, and council there did desire; and, 
from time to time, we have done all for the furtherance 
thereof, thougb in the midst of many distractions and 
diversions. But the want of commissions for levying 
of men, for issuing arms, and divers other impedi­
ments, bave been the causes of that obstruction: and I 
wish we had not only found impediments to ourselves; 
we bave found also encouragements to them. Many of 
the chief commanders, now at the head of the reb.elB, 
after we had, with your lordships' concurrence, stop't 
the ports agBinst all Irish papists, have been suffered to 
pass by his majesty's immediate warrant, much to the 
discouragement of the lords justices and the council 
there; and this procured, as we believe, by some evil 
instruments too near his royal person, witAout Au ma­
jesty' 8 knowledge and intention. 

U .Fourthly. The obstruction in prosecution of delin-
YOLo UI. 8 
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quents. Many we have already breught up to you 
lordships, diYer. others we have been discou-raged to 
transmit, such difficult proceedings have we met with .. 
all, such terron and discountenance have been cut 
upon ourselves and our witneillel. My lords, thOle who 
have shewed themselves the friends and patrona of cle.o 
linquents, have found it dJ.e mOlt read.y way to prefer-­
.ent! Yea, his majesty'. own hand hath been obtaiDed~ 
and. his majesty's ships employed, fo~ the transporq 
of divers of those who hue fled from the jU8tiee of par­
liament! 

<r Fifthly. A general obBbUetion and interruption of 
the proceedings in parliament, by those mamilld design_ 
of violence which, thro' God's mercy, we have escaped; 
by the great and frequent breaches of priYiIege; by the 
lubtle endeavours to raise parties in ow: house, and 
jealoUlies betwixt the two houses. 

"Sixthly. The obstructiooin providiDgfor the defence 
of the kingdom, that we might be enabled to resist a fo­
reign enemy, or to snppreBII an civil irnmr.rectiOlll. What 
a pressing necessity there is of this - the exceeding 
great decays in the navy, in the forts, in the power of 
ordering the militia of the kingdom, and IDeana of fur­
niehing them with munition - are' sufficient evidencea~ 
known to none better than your lordships. And what 
enlleavoura we have used to remove them, but hithertB 
without that success and eoncurrenee which we expect~ 
and where the stop hath been, and upon what good 
grounds we may claim our own innocency and faithful,. 
neBS, tAlC! deB;,f'f! no otAer tDime88e. but your8elvu •. 

<r Lastly, I come to the evil influences which have 
caused this diatemper ; and I shall content myself with 
menticning· those which are most important. 1. I slWl 
remember the evil counsels about the king, whereof we 
have often complained. :Dia!ases of the brain &lie most 
dangerous, bell&Ullll flom thence sense and motion are 
derived tn· the whole body. The malignity of evil COUIl-

. leIs will quickly be infused into all parts of th~ state. 
None can doubt but we have exceedingly laboured under 
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most dmgereus and misehievOUl counsels. This evil 
influence hath been the CMlIe of the preparation of war 
with Scetlaad - of the procuring a rebellion in I re~ 
land ........ of corrupting reiigion -suppressing the liber*, 
of this kingdom - and of many fearful ad horrid 
attempts to the aubverting the nry being of parliaments, 
wbieh w. the only hopeful means of oppoeing and pre.. 
ventiDg all tbe rest. The last, indeed, doth appear ~ 
he a most predominmt evil of the time; whereat we 
need Dot wender, wben we consider how counsellors 
have beeIl preferred and prepared. And I appeal te 
your lordships' own eonseieneea, whether the giving and 
eeunteII8DCin~ ef evil counsel bath not been almost the 
only way: to Cavour and advancement. 2. Tbe dis­
couragement of good coanael. Divers honest and a~ 
proved COUlaellors have beea put from their plaees, 
others so diseountenaneed, as that the way of favour 
hatb heen shutagaiJlst them, and that of danger and 
destruction only opeD to them. S. The great power 
that an interested and faCtious party hath in the parlia­
ment, by the continuance of the votes of the bishop. 
and popish lords in yeur lordships' llouse; and the 
taking in of others, both out of the house of commons, 
and otherwise, to inclellle their Itrength. 4. The fo­
menting md cherishing of a rnaHgnant party throughout 
dte whole kingdom. 5. The manifold jealousies betwixt­
die king, his parliament, and good subjects; whereby 
his proteetion and r ... our hath, in a great measure, been 
withheld from them; and their inclination &Bd resolu­
tion to serve and assist him, hath been very much am.. 
«lered and iaterrupted." 

The fo~ and boldness of all this were equal to the 
great emergencies of the hour; and as the orator pro_ 
ceeded, we may suppose him more than. repaid by the -
ex:pression Clf proud end affectionate admiration that 
rested on the countenanus of Hampden and Fiennea, 
who were sitting by his side. Hi. closing pMl&gaB were 
simple and noble in the extreme. They condensed int.ct 
• few words all the omiDG1ls warnings which, through.. 

• 2 
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out his great task, he had addressed to the upper house ; 
and the inspiration of a memorable lesson, announced 
not less for the present than as a precedent and ex­
ample for remoter times, was stamped upon them. 

" We have often suffered under the misinterpretation 
of good actions, and false imputation of evil ones which 
we never intended; so that we may justly purge our­
selves from all guilt of being authors of this jealousie 
and misunderstanding. We have been, and are still, 
ready to serve his majesty with our lives and fortunes, 
with as much chearfulness and earnestness of affection • 
as ever any subjects were; and we doubt not but our 
proceedings will so manifest this, that we shall be as 
clear in the apprehension of the world, as we are in the 
testimony of our own consciences. 

" I am now come to a conclusion. I have nothing 
to propound to your lordships by way of request or de­
sire from the house of commons. I doubt not but your 
judgments will tell you what is to be done. Your con­
sciences, your honours, your interests, will call upon you 
for the doing of it. The commODS will be glad to:have 
your concurrencei'and help in saving of the kingdom; 
but, if they fail of it, it shall not discourage them in 
doing their duty. And whether the kingdom be lost 
or saved (I hope, through God's blessing, it will be 
saved I), they shall be sorry THAT THE STORY OF THIS 

PRESENT PARLIAMENT SHOULD TELL POSTEBITY THAT, 

IN so GREAT A DANGER A.ND EXTREMITY, THE HOUSE OF 

GaMMONS SHOULD BE ENFORCED TO SAVE THE KINGDOll[ 

A.LONE, and that the peers should have no part in the 
honour of the preservation of it, having so great an 
interest in the good success of· those endeavours in re­
spect of their great estates and high degrees of nobility. 

"My lords, consider whl!ot the present necessities and 
dangers of the commonwealth require, what the com_ 
mons have reason to expect, to what endeavours and 
counsels the concurrent desires of all the people do invite 
you! So that, applying yourselves to the preservation 
of the king and king~om, 1 may be bold to assure you~ 
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in the name of all the commons of England, that you 
shall be bravely seconded!" 

The first effect of this speech, which was enthusiasti 
cally hailed by the commons I, was in the passing of the 
bill for tsking away the bishops' vote, with three dis.­
sentient voices only. The king refused his assent to it, 
but subsequently yielded; and in this gave great offence 
to his party. ' It may be supposed, however, that some 
subsequent explanation was satisfactory to them, since 
the following notable disclosure has escaped from lord 

• ~larendon's pen: U I have some cause to believe that 
the argument, which was unanswerable, for the rejecting 
that bill, was applied for the confirming it; an opinion 
that the violence and foree used in procuring it, ren­
dered it absolutely invalid and void, made the confirma­
tion of it less considered, as not being of strength to 
make that act good which was in itself null; and I 
doubt this logic had an influence upon acts of no less 
moment than these." There is scarcely an act in the 
life of Charles I. that does not bear the stain of some 
such perfidy. Where were the leaders of the English 
people now to lean, if not upon their own strength, the 
wisdom of their long and hard experience, and the con­
fidence of the people who trusted them? 

The second great effect of Pym's speech was exhibited 
by the ~dng himself. He wrote to the speaker and 
complained of it; more especially of that passage which 
stated several of the Irish rebels to have passed the 
ports "by his majesty's immediate warrant." The 
commons vindicated the speech, and the king replied; 
it was again defended more strongly still; and the many 
conferences and declarations that passed, served to widen 

1 .. The flJl'e8Oing lpeech of Mr. PYmme'l wu 80 agreeable to the com. 
mons, that the nme day tbey ordered, 'that Mr. Speaker, in the name of 
the house, shall give thanks unto Mr. Pymme for hi. 80 well performing 
tbe service he wu employed in, by the commands of thio hoUle, at this 
conference. And it w .. further ordered, that Mr. Pymme be desirE'd to 
r,ut the lpeech he made at thil conference into writing, and to deliver It 
Dto the hOUle, to the end that it may be printed. ' This WAI done accord­

ingly." Parliamentary Hiotorf. The copy in the text II taken from a 
, large paper cof.y of this authorized venion now in poaseuion, .. printed for 
Jolin BOth wei ." 1611. ' 
. s 8 
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the breach between the parliament and the king. 1 TIle 
tributeB which it had meanwhile brought pouring in, at 
faith and aft'ection to the parliament, mOBt materially 
strengthened the cause. 2 

The king now directed all his resources, whether 
of force or stratagem, to tbe acquisition of the two 
great magazines of the kiBgdom, Hull and the Tow.. 
Hi. various attempts, and their thorough defeat, are told 
in an the histories. The result was, that Charles pro­
claimed Hotbam a traitor by aound of trumpet. aDd 
lent two angry meaages to the house demanding .. 
reparation for the repulBe he had met with. " If," be 
added, "we are brought into a condition 10 much worse 
than any of our subjects, that wbilat you all enjoy your 

I Charlet'. pertinacity about thll apeecb WAI curiODl. WheneYel', ftIr 
IOIDe weea after. the COIIIIDOIII oent him any~, bil remark would be, 
.. 1 mUK tell you, that I ratber expected a vindication for the imputation 
laid on me iD Mr. PJm'. apeecb ; .. and AI the war appro.ched .. ore neartr. 
hil reference to it grew lets retpectful. -" Cono:eming PJm'l speecb; you 
wID bave lbund bJ wbat the lord Compton and Mr. Baynton hrought froJII 
UI in anlwer to that _ thet brougbt to UI. that, AI yet, wll_t 
nothing aatisfled In that particular." 

• Even the London ..-. wive. of irIIdeImen, be:ame Inreeted wid! 
tbe popular enthulium, and lent in a loug petition of .&etion to the 
hoUie of common .. and prayen that they would redr.... all grinaneea. 
Butler IIlIIppoaeci to bave aBuded to thlaln bls C»1Ip1et-

" The oyster.women lock'd their flah up, 
.And trudged awa, to cry 'l\O·billlop" -

and the I8tire wao allowable enough. The Journail or the hOUle atate, 
howe,er, tbat .. this petition Wao pretented by 111 .... Anne StItIg, "lIerriJI.. 
........... and brewer'. wife, and many ethen with ber 'II IiU r_k """ 
t1UIJlilU; and· that, after oome time ~t In readlng'of It, the howe 8I!Ilt 
them an .... wer by Mr. PJm, wblCb was perfoimed iD thll manne.r. 
Mr. Pym came to tbe commoDl door, and called ror the'women, and spake 
unto them In tbete words: -' Good women, your Petition, with the 
reason., hath been read In the hOUle, and II thanlr:fully accepted of, and II 
come in a _nable time. Vou Ihall, God willing, receive from UI all 
the ,atisfaction which we can pouIbIy live to Jour juot and lawful detlla 
We intreat you, tberefore, to repair to your hO\llell, 11M hwtI1I'!ur peHIior& 
fJ1/oic" _ loa ... ddiwrttl "ere, ilflo prllflW' at "- f/ll' III; (or we have 
been, a ..... and &ball be, to our ulmoat power, ready to relieve you, JOUr 
huoban4l.! ,!nd cbildren; and to perform tbe trUlt committed unto no. 
&owarda 1101\, our king and:country, al becometh raithfuLchriotianl and Iopl 
subjectl" .. This speech II no bad evidence of Pym'l popular and easy 
addr .... Nothing could ba,e been more bappily turned' I sbould add, aloo, 
from tlie joIInlall of the lame period, another kind oC tettimony to tbe pre­
lent Inftllence of pYID. .. Information being ~,en to the lord .. that 
Ed ... Sandeford, • taylDT, of London, had I8ld, that tbe earl of Eaoex 
was a traitor; that aU the parliament were traiton; that the earl of War. 
wick WAI a traitor. and he wished hll heart In hil boots; and that he cu .. ed 
tbe parliament, and wished Mr. Pym (calling "im Itifl6l'r1ml and Ilr John 
Hotbam both hanged" the oaId Ed .... San deford was brought to the bar, 
and asked what he bad to a\ledge III hla defence L' but not hein, able to dll­
prove the charge, he aod the wlto_eo againat 1m were ordered to with-
4ftw, and a abarp sentence of punilhment was decreed aga\nlt him." 
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not hne your poBII!B5Th4fo4foffi ~~i~n'~'B5,~ 
or yOll1' titles qUelltioned, we only may be spoiled, 
thrown out of our towns, and our good. taken £rom us, 
't is time to examine how we hue lost thClse privileges, 
.and to try all possible ways, by the help of God, the 

. law of the land, and the affection iii all olSr good sub­
jects, to recover them, aDd to vindieate ourself from 
those : i35ld if we shall TI1;.:"~"'" 
ilkan ' in thls killgdom 

end but to 
the Jaw of the 
And God 80 

B54fo,j(:lntioDB." And 
more P9=(l::', drawn forth by 
commons jnstifying Hotbam, IIIld "suppressing" the 
forces the king had raised against H.u, Charles writes -
or rather" Mr. Hyde" writes for him: "We are not 
•• willing to join u81te with them in this 'Way, aDd to let 
.aD the world know how Ileeellsary, just, and lawful all 
our proeeedioga ha\'e been in this point; and that the 
defen::,4fo' $':h®ffi® £..®i4fo~::,eeclings is the def::,4fo=::'4fo 
of the liberty and property 
.and rule of jUstiCE: 

..oWered :erinte interest and 
good ,b::eir lancla and goods: 
and Pym himself 
apeeeh of StraB'ord , , 
order house of commons), < law U the safe-
guard, the ClSstodyof aU private interests; your oonOUt'll, 
your lives, your liberties, and estate., are all in the 
keeping of the law: with om this, every man hath a 
like right to any thing.' And we would fain be an­
swered, What title any subject of our kingdom hath 
to his ~bat we have not 
Hull hath ,De to his 
jeWeia,4foot to our magazhtE 
there Ever such a tide, 
when We eonelude with 
word::, ef the kinh ,~,""'~~E~,lm 
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liberty of the people, it will be turned to tyranny: if 
liberty undermine the prerogative, it will grow into 
anarchy:' And 80 we say into confusion." 

Now mark the answer of the commons, in perhapl 
the boldest and most remarkable state document of the 
time. The hand of Pym may be traced in every line 
of it. The commencement of the extract which follows 
is indeed almost literally copied from one of bis finelt 
Bpeecbes. "If," say the commons of England to their 
king, " if we have done more than ever our a'llCUtoriI 
lave done, fDe have 8uffered more than ever they have 
BUffered; and yet, in point of modesty and duty, we 
shall not yield to the best of former times; and we 
shan put this in issue. Whether the highest and moat 
unwarrantable proceedings of any of bis majesty's 
predecessors do not fall short of, and much below, 
what bath been done to us this parliament: and on the 
other side, whether, if we should make the bighest pre­
cedents of other parliaments our patterns, there would. 
be cause to complain of ' want of modesty and duty ia 
us; , when we have not so much as Buffered such things 
to enter into our thoughts, which all the world knows 
they have put in action? Another charge which is 
laid very high upon us (and which were indeed a very 
great crime if we were found guilty thereof) is, 'that, by 
avowing this act of sir J. Hotham, we do, in conse­
quence, confound and destroy the title and interes~ of 
all his majesty's good subjects to their lands and gooda; 
and that upon thiB ground, that his majesty hath the 
same title to his own town of Hull, which any of his 
subjects have to their houses or lands; and the same to 
his magazine or munition there, that any man hath to 
hiB money, plate, or jewels; and therefore that they 
ought not to have been disposed of without or against 
his consent, no more than the houae, land, money, plate, 
or jewels, of any subject ought to be, without or against 
his will' -Here that ill laid down ffYl' a principle, fDhic1t 
fDOU/d indeed pull up the verr foundation qf the .liberty, 
.property, .and interect, of euery auljfect in particular, (1_ 
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of all the mbjectl in general; if we should admit it for 
a truth, ' that his majesty hath the same right and title 
to his towns and magazine (bought with the public 

. monies, as we conceive that at Hull to have beeu) that 
every particular man hath to his house, lands, and 
goods ;' for hill majuty' 8 Wu11U1 are flO more hi8 oam 
than hill kingdom ill hill own; and hi8 kingdom iB no 
more hill own, than hi8 people are hill oam; and if the 
king had a property in all his towns, what would 
become of the subjects' property in their houses therein? 
and if he had a property in his kingdom, what would be· 
come of the subjects' property in their lands throughout 
the kingdom? or of their liberties, if hiB majesty had 
the same right in their persons, that every subject hath 
in their lands or goods? and what would become of all 
the subjects' interest in the town and forts of the 
kingdom, and in the kingdom itself, if his majesty 
might sell, or give them away, or dispose of them at his 
pleasure, as a particular man may do with his lands and 
with his goods? This erroneous maxim, being infused 
into princes, that their kingdomB arc their Ol&n, and that 
tlaey~may do with them what they wiU (a8 if their kingdorM 
were for them, and not they for their kingdom8), ;8 the 
root of all the mbjectl' millerg, and qf aU the invading 
qf their jUBt rightl and libertie8. Whereas, indeed, they 
are only entrusted with their kingdoms, and with their 
towns, and with their people, and with the public 
treasure of the commonwealth and whatsoever is bought 
therewith. By the known law of this kingdom, the very 
jewels of the crown are not the king's proper goods, but 
are only intrusted to him for the use and ornament 
thereof; as the towns, forts, treasure, magazine, offices, 
and people of the kingdom, and the whole kingdom 
itself, are intrusted unto him for the good and safety 
and best advantage thereof: and as this trust is for the 
use of the kingdom, so ought it to be managed by the 
advice of the houses of parliament, whom the kingdom 
ha~ trusted for that purpose; it being their duty to 
Be«!. it be discharged according to the condition and. true 
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iDtent daereoC; ud u maclt • in tIaea ~ ,bf aD 
poIIible _. tID .... eDt the eoacrary; wbieh\if it 
.. tit beeD tMi1' chief care aad ollly aim in tile dispotiDg 
of the town ud mlgUine of Ball in _eh JDaDIICl' .. 

&bey Jta~e dolle, they hope it will appear clearly tID all 
cbe _14, .. they haYe ~ their own tnI8t, 
and Jlot iIlvaded that of hi. mlJesty's; mueh leas ... 
pnpert)', wlUcll, in &bia ease, they could Dot do." 

A. &e0Rd IIl8Wel' w. returned by the king, RICIN 

.. elk ael more _borate than the fim, and a ftgor'­
CIIU .-o .. tranee, recommelMled in an earDelt aud 
forcible Ipeeeh by P1lll l , wu forwarded to Charles. 
It opeaed with theR words: It We, your majesty's 
mOlt bumble _loyal 81Ibjectl, the lords aad OGm81eD1 

or thi. preaeat parliament _bled, do hereby call 
God, this kiDpm, and the who1e worlel tID witne88, 
that we h ... ~. _r mnoe 0IIl' ftlIIt meeting in this 
present puliameat, with Melity to yOIll' majesty and 
die state, with DHlch patienoe and eonatancy, in reapeet 
or the great afthmta and intel'l'Uptions, the pemicious 
plots alld attempll, wherewith we haTe, been encoun­
tered, dietnlcaed, and oppOled, employed OlD' coUDl8l. 
ead encieM'OIP'II tID maintain (".oct's true religion, the 
hODOUl' and ripts of your erowB, the peace and eat'ety 
of your royal penon and your kingdoms, and the jU8t 
hDerties .f yOIll' people; that so we might eue them 
of their great grietanoea, and prevent the fears and. 
dangers, yea, the imminent min and destnletion, wbich 
have beea eontrived and fostered, net only in your 
court. but t~en very Rear your own person; and how. 
ever our libel'tiea have been invaded, many of our' 
live. endangered, and Reh attempts made upon UI al 

might have 8llbverted the very being of parliament, yet 
have we so apt OIlr&elves within the bouDd. of modeaty 
.n~ d." that we have given DO just oceas!oo of your 
maJesty. absence at thit tilDe." In ~ference to a 
complaint in the king'. last paper, the following re­
mark ia made: .. And whereas hie mlJesty IJaitb, , Be 

I Bee tbIa IIpeecIa Ia CobbeIi'. ParI. HIlt. yaL IL P. 1168. 
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could wish that his Owtl iIIImediate aetiOJ1ll, whteh he 
avows on his OWl'l. honour, might BOt be so roughly 
eensured under that eommon etyle of mI counselloR:' 
we could also heartily wish, we had not cause to make 
that style so common; but hew often and undutifully 
lIOe'Ver these wicked counsellors fix their dishonour llpon 
the ting, by making his majesty the author of those 
evil actions which are the effects of their own evil 
counsels, we, his majesty's loyal MId dutiful subjects, 
can uae no other style, acccmling to that maxim iB the 
law, < The king call do no wrong:' but if any ill be 
'committed iB mattel' of state, the cou.ncil must answer 
for it; if in matters of justice, the judges." 

Every step in this paper war now brought the eom­
batants nearer and lIearer to a more real and a more 
fatal field. The great question on which all else de_ 
pended was"at last in vehement agitation-the command 
or the militia of the kingdom. The very condition or 
the parties between wbom the discuHien arose, pre­
cluded from the first the poBBibility of agreement. 
Soine idea of the labour and research which Pym, not­
withstanding, devoted to ibis memorable question, will 
be gathered from a curious document in the appendix 
of this volume l , and which is highly characteristic of 
the man. 

The disposal of the militia, however, cannot be argued, 
in the present case~on abstract grounds; though Pym bas 
made out the most foreible ea&e, even ill that view, which 
has been yet attempted. The parliament had been un­
doubtedly forced into a position to make' the demand 
they did:l, when, as a ground of trult, they required that 
the king should place the army and navy under the com­
mand of officers posaeBBing the confidence of both houses. 
On refusal of this, he was asked whether, for a time, 

l~cIIltC.' 
• fien lord C1a1'eDdon admitl, on the paulnr of the militia ordinance, 

tbat" wben tbla bill had been, with mIlCh ado, aecepted. alld lint rod, 
thHe were few men who Imagined It would ever receive farther coun _ 
_ ; .... t now ;tbere were few, wbo cIId no(believe It to be a ftI'J' lie­
_Y'provision for the peace and aafely of the kinsdom: 10 great an 
lm~OD bad tbe late proeeecIInp made upon tbem." 
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the militia "might not be granted? "No, by God!" 
his sacred majesty, according to Rush worth I, swore; 
<I Not for an hour! You have asked that of me in this 
was never asked of any king, and witb which I will 
not trust my wife arid cbildren." 

On a subsequent motion by Pym, the commons 
unanimously passed their ordinance for disposing tbe 
militia, and sent it up to the lords. Meanwhile tbey 
again memorialised his majesty, who, in return, va­
poured upon them thus: -" We will propose no more 
particulars to you, having no luck to please, or to be 
understood by you. Take your own time for what con­
cerns our particular; but be sure you have an early, 
speedy care of the public; that is, of the only rule that 
preserves the public, the law of the land: preserve the 
dignity and reverence due to " that. It was wen said in 
a speech made by a private person (it was Mr. Pym's 
speech against the earl of Strafford, and formerly quoted 
by us)-' The law is that which puts a difference be­
twixt good and evil, betwixt just and unjust. If you 
take away the law, all things will fall into a confusion; 
every man will become a law unto himself, whicb, in 
the depraved condition of human nature, must needs 
produce many great enormities. Lust will become a 
law, and envy will become a law; covetousness and 
ambition will become laws; aud what dictates, what 
decisions such laws will produce, may easily be dis­
cerned: So asid that gentleman, and much more, very 
well, in de£ence of the law, and against arbitrary power. 
It is worth looking over and considering; and if the 
most zealous defence of the true protestant profession, 
and the most resolved protection of the law, be the most 
necessary duty of. a prince, we cannot believe this mi­
serable distance and misunderstanding can be long con,. 
tinued between us; we have often and earnestly declared 
them to be the chief est desires of our soul, and the end 
and rule of all our actions." And again, in one of hia 
subsequent productions, he returned to the same strain. 

1 VoI.iv. P. 533. 
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tr We remembered them long ago, and we cannot do 
it too often, of that excellent speech of Mr. Pym's­
The law iB that which puts a difference," &c. And 
Mr. Hallam can say of these tedious and evasive docu_ 
ments, that they excel the manly, earnest, and straight­
forward productions of the popular leaders ! 

The next motion of the commons" shook Charles's 
throne and title to the centre."l After obtaining, by a 
mas~rly stroke of vigorous policy, possession of the 
fleet, they passed the three following resolutions:­
" 1. That it appears that the king, seduced by wicked 
counsel, -intends to make war against the parliament, 
who, in all their consultations and actions, have pro­
,posed no other end unto themselves but the care of his 
kingdoms and the performance of all duty and loyalty . 
to his person. 2. That whensoever the king maketh 
war upon the parliament, it is a breach of the trust re­
posed in him by his people, contrary to his oath, and 
tending to the dissolution of his government. 3. That 
whosoever shall serve or assist him in such wars, are 
traitoril by the fundamental Jaws of this kingdom, and 

. have been so adjudged by two acts of parliament, and 
ought to. suffer as traitors." 

The king now, in his tum, denounced the militia 
ordinance as illegal, and began to issue hiB commissions 
of array. On the 12th of July the commons voted the 
raising of an army. to be commanded in chief by the 
earl of Essex. Some days after, a proclamation from 
the king declared Essex a traitor. 

At this point a temporary pause may be made, 
for the purpose of introducing a speech by Pym 2, of a 
style very different from any that has yet been given, 
but conceived and expressed in exactly that sort of 
exquisite gravity of humour, which such a subject was 
likely to call forth from such a speaker. On the pub­
lication of the militia ordinance, sir Edward Dering,-

, 1 History /'rom MacintOAb, vol. v. p. 004. 
t Thil lpeech appean anonymously in tbe common parliamentary hil­

tvriea ; but In the Jountala It la given to Pym. . 
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wbOlle fantastic ftIIity, before adverted to, had already 
aeparated him from the populu party and bllDi.bed 
him from the bouae, -lletbougbt himself of a DeW pr0-
ject for notoriety; ad, .. albeit a justice of the peace," 
pnaented himself with some equally digaifted friellda 
aa candidates to lIIft'Ve on the grand jury of the county 
of Kent (which be had befOte represented in the com­
mons) ; which being allowed, he wbeedled all the jurol1l 
iD10 his purpose; or, in the words of the charge pre­
ferred agaiJllt him, baving drawn up the heads of a 
atrGng petition agaiDBt the militia Ordinance and the 
house of commons, he "did tender the said beada to 
the said grand jury; and did then and there wickedly 
ad unlawfnlly persuade, labour, and solicit the rest- of 
the grand jury to agree to the same; and have them 
dl'8Wll into a petition to the parliament, to be preseDted 
by the said grand jury to the judge of the said aauRI 
and the rest of the bench there, to be by them aa­
aented to and approved of; and did theu and there 
wickedly conjure the said grand jury to secrecy, &Jld 
not to discover any thing touching the wd petition, till 
it should be by them agreed upon and presented .. 
aforesaid; falsely persuading them that they were 
thereunto bound by their oath." So~e of the jury 
consented; BOrne refU8ed; but .ir Edward persistedl 

ultimately managed to present his petition to the judges, 
and was proposing to do a vaat deal more, when" Mrp 
Pym" inteIfered, lodged an information against himy 
and supported it, before the houae of lords, in the 
following admirable speech of grave satirical humour. 

<t Your lordships see by this that bath been reael unto 
iou, that ftMIdum r/l~nti8 nii fatum ,tetU; that, not­
withstanding the many strange and variable attempts 
against the parliament, and their wonderful and mira­
euleus I'reaervatiooll, yet mischief is so fmitful and­
generative aa to produee a new brood of serpenta, which 
are continually hiBBing, maligning, and practising against 
the pious and noble endeavours of both houses, and 
against the peace, prosperity, aod happinesa of thi& 
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allicted ki... If the em and aeduing spirk wbiclt 
cloth animate thCllle deaig .. were uked 110m wheace h8 
comes, daUbtlea hiB anBwer wo1lld be, < from eempllBBiDg 
the earth,' having removed hill ICene iD1lo maay RV~al 
parts, and foUDd so many friendB and paCroIIB of his 
aadaciCNS achievements, amoDgit whom dtill pDdeman, 
sir Edward DIriDg, i. ene; • mm of mad _ emi­
nenC)'; of wit, 1earniog, aDd zeal, at 1ellt in litew III1d 
appearanco; and yet all these miserahly Bhipwreck'd 
upon the shelves and IUld • ., ahe KeDdah aboJe I T1ae 
thing itBeJ! appean to your 10rdships to be • IIIBRifee' 
breach of the nlea of law, jU1lth!e, and retigion; and 

• yet, under me cloak of all three, a' fue aUBt be pro­
claimed to take away Nalloth md hiB vineyard! The 
yeemllllry of Kent. lleretot'ore in great esteem, is now 
become vile and contempdble; m extnerdinary grand 
jury mUlt be prepared of bigat.., gendellle1l, and jus­
dCo!!B of the pesce, for some extraordinary llervice--wbat 
it is yo ... Jordabipa have heard. They m_t descend 
from their places on the bencb, and from themselves 
too, not to It!l'ft dieir country (for that were no diI­
p~mmt), hut to sene their own 1IJ1worth,., ambi-

• tious, and seditiou. ends. 
" This geRdeman, a ringleader, late a _berof the 

house of ComJD01l'I, the grmd jury of dae whole kiug­
dom (and there so high1y etteeaaing of his wildom), 
ia eontented now flo tlesCltnd 80 low as to beeome 
one of the common jury of the county. Such ill the 
meanllellfl and pul!iDanimity of high thougbts, .. , for 
eompelling of their OWD ends, to Btoop • any COIldidOll~ 
how low aoever it may be I 

" Having set the card., however, he playa the game 
'Very foully. He leads hia fellows out of the way, 
and makes them, Jike ill hURters, instead Gf following 
the chase, at the quest of one in mouth to fall upon 
• flock of sheep I Their duty was flO have inquired, 
di1igently, of the matters given dlem in charge. SllRly 
this was out of the charge, because the judge had Cold 
them. it _was out of hill commislioD. ADd yet tbey 
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leave other matters, which they were charged with, 
as accidents and trifles; and insist upon this, which 
they had nothing to do with, as the principal business. 

" He obtrudes on them, also, be it observed, divers 
monstrouB and seditious heads; and, by sinister sug­
gestions, labours, and solicitations, which ought not 
to be used to a jury; and, by a kind of violenre offered 
them, seeks to enforce them to a consent, contrary 
to their own reason, judgment, and consciences, when 
they refused, opposed, and protested against it. Fail­
ing of this, 

"Flectere ri mqueam 8Upe'I'OB, acheronta mooebo! 
instead of inquiring upon the statute of witchcraft and . 
conjuration, he useth his conjurations and enchantments 
upon them, to conjure them to secrecy; false!,. per­
suading them that they will be bound unto it by their 
oath. When all this would not serve, he then applies 
himself to the bench; and, by the enchantments and 
conjurations used there, prevails so far as to have it 
there voted and assented to, by such as were present; 
and, to give the more strength and countenance to it, 
wants not the aid and concurrence of some appearing 
reverend divines, and of civilians also; and sticks 
not to affirm, that he can have 40,000 persons to 
attend the petition! proclaims a, meeting at Blackhesth, 
a place fatal and ominous for' actions of this nature! 
and all this under colonr of a petition; being, in truth, 
a challenge, an adjuration, and a scandal upon the 
parliament; and purporting nothing else but a deli­
perate design to put not only Kent, but, for aught is 
known, all Christendom into combustion, carrying sails 
full swollen with spite, arroganey, and sedition. 

"The particular- instances I forbear to trouble your 
lordships with, because yon will find some of them 
upon perusal of the petition. Many arguments might 
be used in aggravation of them, from the eminency of 
the power of the person, and the arrogancyof his mind; 
from the acrimony of his spirit, and from the topping I 

place of Kent, which former ages have found obnoxious , 
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to these infelicities 1; which this gentleman, so well 
read in story, should have been mindful of in these 
tl'oublesome times ! But all these, and other circum­
stances, I leave to your lordships' noble and judicious 
consideration; desiring, amongst other motives, that 
your lordships will be pleased to reflect upon the acts 
of your own jUl!tice in a case of like nature j which, 
being first begun here, near at hand, might have spread 
the flame and contagion over all England, had not the 
great wisdom and justice of both bouses in due time 
prevented it. 

"I shall add no more at this time, bnt wbat I have 
read of a people in Africa, wbo sent a challenge to the 
wind j whereupon, at the meeting, the wind blew down 
mountains upon them and overwhelmed tbem. I hope 
those bold and insolent adventurers, who have presumed 
to send a challenge or defiance to the great houses, shall 
find a like stroke of their wonted power and justice; 
and that they shall meet with such a wind as will blow 
down their high thoughts upon themselves, return their 
votes into their own bosoms, and their mischievous desigus 
upon their own heads ! 

"All which I am warranted, in the name of the 
house of commons, and of all the commons of England, 
to desire of your lordships j and that you will be pleased 
to make this gentleman, the principal author of this· 
foul act, a spectacle and pattern of exemplary justice to 
present and future times." 

On the 22nd of August, Charles I. erected his 
atandard at Nottingham. The day was stormy and 
tempestuoUl!, says Clarendon, and the king appeared 
more melancholie than he used to be. "Tbe standard 
itself was blown down, the same nigbt it bad been 
set up, by a very stl'ong and unruly wind, and could 
not be fixed again in a day or two, till the tempest was 
allayed." Essex was in the field almost equally soon; 

1 Pym here mak .. allusion to what bas been commemorated so nobll by 
our great poet WordIworth. in hill sonnet !leginnlng-"Vaoguard oC 
Liberty, ye men of Kent I .. . 

VOL. III. T 
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and the green-coat regiments of Hampden, the London 
red_coats of HolliB, the purple of lord Brook, the blue 
of lord Say, were soon seen gathering over the English 
fields. Sir William Waller, the firm friend of the par­
liament, wrote to biB "noble friend" sir Ralph Hopton, 
entirely devoted to the king, in these words: "My 
affections to you are so unchangeable, that hostility 
itself cannot violate my friendship to your person; bot 
I mUlt be true to the cause wherein I l!erve. The old 
limitation of tuqUIl ad G'I"fU holds still. • • • The great 
God, who is the searcher of my heart, knows with what 
reluctance I go upon this sernee, and with what perfect 
hatred I look upon a war without an enemy. But I 
look upon it as opu8 Domini, and that is enough to 
silence all passion in me. The God of peace in his 
good time send us peace, and in the meantime fit us to 
receive it! We are both on the stage, and we must act 
the parts that are assigned us in this tragedy. Let U8 

do it in a way of honour, and without personal animosi­
ties." It stands on record, to the immortal honour of 
the English character, that in this noble and affecting 
spirit, with very rare exceptions, our great civil war was 
to the last fought out on both sides. 

None of its details, however, belong to this memoir. 
'To, Pym was entrusted the momentous duty of watching 
over, and conducting, the aWairs of parliament and the 
executive, while the majority of his friends were absent 
in the war. The executive power had been vested in 
what was styled a "committee of safety," comprising 
five peers-Essex, Northumberland, Pembroke, Holland., 
and Say; and ten commoners-Pym, Hampden, Hollis, 
Marten, Fiennes, Pierrepoint, Glyn, sir William Waller, 
sir Philip Stapleton, and sir John Meyrick. But all 
its most arduous duties fell upon Pym, and to their per­
formance, with his old and unwearied euergy, he entirely 
devoted what was left of hiB great and nsefullife. 

With a view to that solemnity which was thought 
befittin! the capital of a country through which civil 
war now raged, one of the first acts of the houses was the 
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issue of an order that, during the present period of ca­
lamity, "when humiliation and prayer better became 
the state of public affairs than mirth and levity," all 
public stage-plays should ceaIe and be forborne. There 
is something grand in this, with which the liveliest and 
most liberal imagination amongst us now need not fail 
to sympathise. The players, however, were not dis­
oomfited. Scorning plain prose, they sent up a rhymed 
petition to the houses, and then followed the a,my of the 
king. From ~e petition itself a line or two may serve-

• • • Weyow 
Not to act anything you d1.allow. 
We wID not dare at your .trange voteo to jeer. 
Or peraooate king PJDl with hi •• tate fteer.! 

"King" Pym was a favourite and scarcely objectionable 
term of royalist reproach, against one wbo reigned with 
absolute power over the affections of the great mass 
of the English people. 

As the players went out, pamphlets and newspapers, 
a new, and many may think a somew~t less exception. 
able, series of " abstract and brief chronicles of the 
time," cam~ in. Now," News from Hull," "Truths 
from York," and" Warranted Tidings from Ireland," 
coursed the country side; now, the "Scots' Dove" 
assaulted and tore to pieces the" Parliament Kite" or 
the "Secret Owl;" and the "Weekly Discoverer .. 
IiUddenly found himself" The Discoverer stript naked." 
The principal regular newspapers, however, WE-.re, on 
the sitle of the parliament, the Mercurius Britannicus, 
written by the famous Marchamont Needham, or "foul- , 
mouthed Ned," as his polite opponents styled him; 
and, on the king's side, the Mercurius AuIicus, pub­
lished under the classic auspices of Oxford, and written, 

! King PJDl h .. been pe_nated at I .. t however, or if not peroonated. 
at le .. t delineated, by Mr. Brownin.s;. with inftnite force, expression, ana 
beauty, in the recent tragedy of' Straftbrd." But the ommces against 
Pym at tbis time were not all .0 harml... as that alluded to in the· 
text. I copy /'rom the Old ParL Hist. vol. Ii. p. 266. .. Two were tried 
this day at the lords' bar ; one of tbem, Mr Windebunk. for .. ylng •• that 
"Mr. Pym had taken a bribe of 301. sitting In the chair in Eaiter term; 
that he had as many sugar loaveo given for bribe" 88 be bad sold for 
6 or 7001. That before he W88 a parliament man he wag wortti little, but 
he bad now cozened the king ofa. much money a. be bad bougbtagood eltate, 
tmdg/fJen 10,0001. qf IIIe kilfg', mtmq/tDtlu: mtJrritJge qf Ail dauglller." 

T 2 
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as Needham used to say, ft by Birkenhead the scribe 
(afterwards sir John), secretary Nicholas the informer, 
George Digby the contriver," and that very reverend 
divine, doctor Peter Heylin. The wars of these rival 
journalists were carried on without much scruple on 
either side, though the court, undoubtedly, carried off 
the palm for indecency; and they served to disseminate, 
in every possible shape, the fiercest bate and malice. I 
have examined them all (I believe), with the utmost 
care, and shall be able to illustrate the remaining part 
of my subject with an occasional extract. 

The exertions which Pym found requisite to maintain 
the interest and honour of parliament at this time, are 
almost incredible; and as the chequered fortunes of the 
parliamentarian army darkened into positive losses, the 
difficulties of his position were only less extraordinary 
than the resources they called forth from him. ft From 
three of the clock in the morning to the evening, and 
from evening to midnight," says an unimpeachable wit.­
ness, Dr. Marshall l , who stood by his side, he laboured 
in the service of the commonwealth. Now on the field 
of action, consulting with Hampden; now in the tent 
of Essex, strengthening his failing purpose; again at 
Westminster; and then among the London citizens: 
- it was Pym, and Pym alone, who held at this awful 
crisis the frame of the executive together. 

And,what in this was probably the most extraordinary, 
his influence sustained itself in defiance of all the violent 
changes and affections of the short-sighted multitude. 
In the opening months of the war, for instance, a ne­
gotiation with the king was opened, and became highly 
unpopular. Pym acknowledged its propriety, however, 
and, with some of the committee, presented himself at 
the Guildhall, and thus addressed the authorities2 :-

ft My lord mayor and gentlemen, I and my colleagues 
VI! here to represent to you (to you of tbia famous city 

I Funeral Sermon, p 36 . 
• Thi. opeech i. not in Ruoh.olth. I copy from an edition printed 

" for Pelf'r Cole. n 
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of London, who will make it much more famous by these 
noble affections, which you have shewed still to the 
public good, and by yielding so much aid and so much 
encouragement as you have done to the parliament in 
maintaining it !) the state of both houses, and the reasons 
and motives upon which they did desire peace; motives, 
indeed, that have wrought'with us from the beginning 
of this war to this time; for we should never have' 
stepped one step towards war" if we might have had, 
or hoped for, such a peace as might have secured religion 
and liberty, and the public good of the kingdom. But 
truly ill counsel did exclude us from such hope. 

" We now conceive that the king, having seen the 
courage of his subjects, having seen the danger of his 
own person, and so much blood shed about him, will be 
more tr{'Ctsble to good conditions of peace, than he would 
have been before; and that is the reason why we do 
think fit to try hirq, once more, after this batde that 
hath been lately fought, before it come to another 
battle. 

"It is true, that this may seem a resolution contrary 
to that which was opened to you within these few days; 
but you will conceive, that all great councils are subject 
to' alter their resolutions, according as matters alter, and 
as the apprehensions of matters alter; for if things 
appear more clear and hopeful to them at one time than 
another, it is no dishonour for them to vary according 
to their appearance, judgments, and best reasons, so long 
as they do it with affections to the best purpose, which 
you may rest assured the parliament hath done. And 
though we desire peace very much, yet a peace to betray 
religion, or to betray our liberties, we shall always 
esteem worse than war; therefore we shall put it to a 
very quick issue, if the king receive the petition, to 
malre such propositions as you may see. 

C< First, whether you shall be secured in your re­
ligion; in your religion with a hope of reformation; 
such a reformation as may maintain the power of religion, 
and the purity of religion, as well as the name of 

T 8 
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religion, for we shall not be contented with the name, 
nor without a reformation that shall maintain the power 
of it. Next, we shall pursue the maintenance of our 
liberties, liberties that may not only be in laws and 
statutes, but liberties that may be in practice and in ex. 
ecution; and to take such course, that you may have the 
effects of them in truth; lor to bave printed liberties, 
and not to bave liberties in truth and reality, is but to 
mock the kingdom: and I hope we shall take care for 
that in the second place. Thirdly, we shall take care 
to maintain the dignity and the honour of parliament, 
for that is what will be a lasting security to you in your 
liberty and religion. We shall take care, in the fourth 
place, to answer the affections of the city of London, 
that we will not consent to anything that shall be pre. 
judicial to them. We will preserve them in the highest 
degree of honour, that ever this city of London was in; 
and truly it is now in the highest degree of honour that 
ever it was, for you have carried yourselves in such a 
regard to the public, as never any of your predecessors 
did -before; and therefore we shall, in a peace, be as 
carefol of you as of ourselves: and you may be assured 
of this, that if we have not this peace, our lives, our 
pains, our estates, they shall all join with you in main. 
taining that with the sword, which we can not get in' 
an humble way by petition. And this, I again say, we 
shall bring to a quick issue. 

" Therefore Ishallonly move you, as" I am commanded 
to do from the parliament, that you will not think there 
is any fainting on our parts; that we are more cold or 
less affectionate" to any of these good ends than heretofore 
we have been; but that we would compass them with 
more secure advantage. For if you can get these by 
peace, you will have great advantages by it: you will 
hinder foreign invasions from beyond the seas; you will 
quickly be able to master the rebels in Ireland; you 
will quickly be able to suppress the papists that begin to 
rise in England; - then you shall have a perpetual 
security, that they shall never be able to hurt you more. 
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Therefore, if we can have such a peace without further 
hazard and blood-shedding, we shall praise God, and 
eateem it as a great bleating. Bllt if not, pray lay not 
down the same spirits, for we have the same hearts, and 
multimde& of spirits, and the kingdom inclinable to us. 
Where the king bas been,-many, to save their estatea 
and lives, have shewed themselves but men; for it was 
not to be thought that single colin ties should maintain 
themselves against an army; - but ther have hearts as 
they bad theretofore; and~no doubt but they will jom 
with us, with mo~ alacrity, when they see we have de­
sired peace by all the ways we could, and cannot have ito 

er We shall, br this meaDS, satisfy our own consciences; 
we shall satisfy manr members of parliament, that 
desired it might be put on this war; we shall satisfy 
many of the kingdom too, that have held themselves 
indifferent; but when they see there is no hope of 
peace, in such a war, without blood, certainly they will 
stand to U8 for religion and liberty, which must be 
destroyed if we cannot secure them without war. 
Therefore, I shall commend to you, that rou would not 
let fall anr part of your contributions, for it is that 
which must maintain the army; nor entertain ill 
apprehensions of the parliament; but go on so as you 
have done. The end of all, I hope, will be such that 
God may have all the glory, and you all the comfort!" 

Two little months after, however, when war, again 
less 8uccessfully resumed, was not so popular, he pre­
sented himself in the same place, and requested from 
the same authorities a further assessment of supply upon 
the citizens. 

" My l~rd mayor and gentlemen," he faid, (f we come 
not to tell your lordship and these worthy citizens only 
our wants and dangers, but we come to apejak the thanks 
of the parliament to you, for that which you have 
already done; for that you have shewed so much 
affection to the public, and that it hath produced so good 
effects throughollt the whole kingdom. Now you have 
indeed an armr raised, moat out of this city, able to 

T 4 
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defend (with God's blessing) the religion and liberty of 
the kingdom, if it may be upheld! And we come not 
only to give you thanks for that which you have done, 
but to stir you up to join with us in giving thanks to 
God that hath given such a blessing to our endeavours, 
that when, by letters sent into all parts almost, our 
enemies did presume beforehand to triumph in the 
ruin and plundering of this city, God prevented. it, and 
hath kept you safe j kept your houses, your walls, your 
suburbs, safe from that that was intended against you! 
And now, truly, as we have BOught for this bleasing by 
fasting and by prayer, BO it is fit that we should testify 
our thanksgiving for it j and this is a necessary part of 
our errand which we are sent about. And that we may 
be serviceable to God's providence still, as he hath 
stirred up your hearts to do BO much already, BO that he 
would sUr you up still to co~tinue to do that which is 
fit to be done for the future; and that you will do it in 
such a way as may be most pleasing to yourselves. 

" We come not hither, that, by any consent here in 
public, you should bind yourselves in particular; but 
we come to let you know the dangers of the kingdom, 
with the sense the parliament hath of it, and of the city 
especially ; that you may not lose that which hath been 
already done, but that you may go on still chearfully 
to do the full work. And we come to tell you that the 
parliament doth intend the burden shall not lie upon 
you that are well affected. and come in voluntarily j but 
that they have thought upon a way, and have begun it 
already, and I hope, within two or three days at the 
most, it shallbe published to you, that all that.are in­
disposed shall be forced to do that, which, out of readi­
ness and chearfulnesse to the public good, they will not 
do of themselves. Neither limit we it to the city and 
suburbs; but we are in a course to draw in all the 
cOlmties of the kingdom, that as the burden if! universal, . 
BO the aid may be universal. These are the thoughts of 
the parliament. . 

.. If it please God to bless your forces that are at. 
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ready raised and continued, we hope you shall not only 
see peace again in the kingdom, and security for your 
religion, but see that the burden shall lie upon those 
who have been' the engines and actors of the mischiefs 
and troubles that are come upon us. They shall then 
recompense the charges you have been at already! 

" This is the intention of the parliament. Only for 
the present do somewhat! Every man, as God shall 
enable him, do somewhat! Thus we may meet the pre­
sent necessities, and prevent the dangers that require a 
present subsistence, and present supply of the army; 
without which, what is it will follow, but the danger of 
the city, the ruin of the countries about, the stopping 
up of the river, which is almost taken from you, and 
the lOBS of the sea coasts! You cannot have better 
hearts than you have; God hath enabled m~y.of you 
with purses; I hope it will be so readily disposed, that 
we shall have a full joy iu the recompence of it, and of 
the retribution. This let us all pray to God to bring to 
pass." 

A supply followed this speech, which is an exquisite 
specimen of those "wonderful popular arts" which 
Clarendon ascribes to Pym. It would, indeed, be diffi. 
cult to imagine any thing better adapted to the occasion 
- so forcible, yet worded with such nice subtlety, as the 
pAssages which have just been quoted. Meanwhile the 
king, heated with his imagined successes, addressed a 
paper to the city of London, in the highest style of a 
conqueror. Their recent actions he represented herein 
as outrages of so tremendous a nature, that they called 
down the immediate vengeance of God, unless the City 

. would purge itself of guilt, by delivering up to him 
their pretended lord mayor, and other leaders, whom he 
had particularly marked as traitors in his proclam­
ations; J he graciously offered pardon to the rest, and 
added that he would give them the honour of his pre­
sence, when they should put themselves in a proper 
posture to receive him; with a warning, that whosoever 

I Theae were Ven, Foulke. and lIIanwarin&. 
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should henceforward contribute, by the payment of ton~ 
nage and poundage, or any other tax, on what pretence 
of authority soever, to the maintenance of the army 
under the earl of Essex, must expect the severest pu­
nishment the law could inflict. He concluded with an 
express command, that this his manifesto should be read 
out publicly in the city of London. This command, at 
least, was obeyed. The parliament was communicated 
with, and a committee of both houses were present when 
it was read. 

f< Methinks I see him" says Mr. Godwin, in reference 
to this period, f< metbinks I see Charles) in his principal 
entrance into London, surrounded by all his minions 
and myrmidons, hi, horse's hoofs wet with his country'a 
blood:' 

But this was not to be while Pym lived. The kiog's 
manifesto was read, and a deep silence followed­
when" Mr. Pym, that worthy member of the house of 
commons and patriot of his country," as Peter Cole 
styles him in his edition of the speech, rose and com­
mented, elaborately but with singular force and clearness, 
on the various allegations of Charles. He acknowledged 
the generous and magnanimous conduct of the city, and 
their steady adherence to the principles of liberty: he 
avowed, that all those actions with which they had been 
reproached. by the king had been done in obedience to 
the commands of parliament: he vindicated those com­
mands, and shewed that the king's answer wall a libel, 
stuffed with Icandalous, injurious aspersions on the two 
reapectsble bodies of parliament and city: as to the king's 
assertion, that he was driven by tumults out of the city, 
Pym remembered the company-of the king'. going the. 
day after his attempt to seize the memben into the city, 
without a guard j and his reaiding diven days at 
Whitehall, Hampton.court, and Windsor, without any 
attempt which could give him appreheaaion of fear. On 
Charles'saccusation against the two kouses, of destroying 
the property of the subject, by taking away the twentieth 
part by an arbitrary power, Pym observed, that there 
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was little reason for this objection on his majesty'. 
behalf, when it was well known, that from the subjects 
who were within the power of his army he did take the 
full yearly value of their land., and in some cases more ; 
that not only particular houses, but whole towns, had 
been plundered by command and design; and that by 
proclamations men were declared to forfeit all theiJ 
estates, because they would not obey arbitrary com .. 
mands. To the king's declaration, that he expected to be 
kept from tumults and affronts, Pym observed, that his 
lJIl\jesty's • expressions, in hi. answer, tending to the 
making a division in the city, and to the raising a party 
which might make disturbances in the orderly govern­
ment now establishl!Ci in it, would be more prejudicial 
to his quiet abode in London than any thing which had 
ever been acted by the houses of parliament, or the 
present governors of tb~ city. In conclusion, as to the 
threatening part of the matter, Pym added, with a stem 
indifference, that tbedanger arising from thelt! ill 
councils which influenced the king, could not be kep$ 
off but by the power of arms; and that the lords and 
commons were so far from being frighted by hi. 
menaces, that they had just declared farther contribution 
towards the maintenance of the army; that they hoped 
for the continuance of the good affections of the city; 
and indeed desired that they would add at once some 
farther contribution. towards the support of the forces 
which were now in existence for all their safetiea. 

The effect of this speech is strikingly described by 
tbe reporter. 'f At the end of every period tAB ap. 
piGU86 W/JI 10 great, tAat he W/JI fai1' to rut lill8ileaca 
W/JI again made; and, at last (the company ready to 
be dissolved), after some pause and consultation with 
the committee of lord. and commons then present, si .. 
lence being made, he closed all with the words follow .. 
ing: • Worthy citizens, you have understood. the sense 
of both houses of parliament, coneerning my lord 
mayor here, and those worthy members of your city, 
that are demanded; you have heard the parliament de .. 
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clare, that they will protect them in that which they 
have done by direction of both houses; and they expect 
that you should express it yourselves likewise, that if 
any violence be offered to them, you will secure and defend 
them with your uttermost force; and you shall alwayS 
find, that this protection of the parliament shall not 
only extend to these, but to all others that have done 
any thing by their command.' Which words were no 
sooner uttered, but the citizens, with oue joint harmony 
of minds and voices, gave such an acclamation as would 
have drowned all the former, if they had been then 
breathing; which, after a long continuance, resolved 
itself into this more articulate and distinct voice, ' We 
will live and die with them! We will live and die 
with them " and the like. So that," concludes Mr. Pe­
ter Coles, "in the managing of this day's work, God 
was 80 pleased to manifest himself, that the well-af_ 
fected' went away not strengthened only, but rejoicing; 
and the malignanta (as. they have been called), some 
convinced, others silenced, many ashamed; - it fully 
appearing how little power they bad to answer their 
desires of doing mischief. -Instead of dividing the 
city, the city were more exceedingly united; instead 
of a dissipation, thousands were unexpectedly brought, 
as it were, into an unthought of association, to live and 
die in the defence of those zealous and honourable as­
sertors of their peace and libertiei, all which we may sum 
up in that triumph of the man of God: 'In the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly, God was above them: " 

Proud indeed was Pym's bearing through these great 
extremities of the cause, which, however, now threatened 
to deepen daily. Sir William Waller suffered a serious 
check from his old friend sir Ralph Hopton, and was 
subsequently completely routed by Wilmot. Exeter 
and Bristol at about the same time surrendered to the 
king. The London people began to murmur, and the 
danger was imminent indeed. 

Again Pym saved the commonwealth. The formid_ 
able conspiracy against the parliament, and the life of 
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Pym, its principal member, known by the name of 
Waller's plot, was now discovered by the unwearied, 
and unwinking vigilance of the patriot, and the feel· 
ing produced by its disclosure reanimated the sympa­
thies of the people. The plot had been got up by 
Edmund Waller the poet, in concert with two associates, 
named Challoner and Tomkins. The object. was to 
seize the persons of Pym and the leading members of 
the commons, and deliver up, the city to the king. 
The proceedings were nearly ripe, when, says Claren. 
don, "a servant of Mr. Tomkins, who had often cur. 
sorily overheard his master and Mr. Waller discourse 
of the argument, placed himself behind a hanging, at 
a time they were together i-and there, whilst either 
of them discoursed the language and opinion of the 
company they kept, overheard enough to make him 
believe his information and discovery would make 
him welcome to those whom he thought concerned; 
and so went to Mr. Pym, and acquainted him with all 
he had heard. The time when Mr. Pym was made 
acquainted with it is not known; but the circum­
stances of the publishing it were such as filled al 
men with apprehensions. It was on Wednesaay the 
thirty_first of May, their solemn fast day, when, being 
all at their sermon, in St. Margaret's Church at West­
minster, accprding to their custom, a letter or message 
is brought privately to Mr. Pym, who thereupon" with 
some of the most active members, rise from their seats; 
and, after a little whispering together, remove out of 
the church. This could not but exceedingly affect 
those who stayed behind. Immedistely they sent 
guards to all the prisons, as Lambeth house, Ely house, 
and such places, where their malignants were in cus. 
tody, with directions • to search the prisoners,' and 
some other pIsces which they ~ought fit should be 
suspected. After the sermons were ended, the houses 
met; and were only told, 'that letters were ill ter· 
cepted going to the king and the court at Oxford, that 
expressed some notable conspiracy in hand, to deliver 
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up the parliament and the city into the hands of the 
eavaliers ; and that the time for the execution of it 
drew very near.' Hereupon a committee was ap­
pointed 'to examine all persons they thought fit, 
and to apprehend some nominated at that time.' And 
the same night, the committee apprehended Mr. Wallei 
and Mr. Tomkins; and, the next day, such others as 
they thought fit." 1 

The utmost available use was made of this dis­
covery by Pym, and the IDOst striking was the in. 
troduction of a vow against this or any similar design, 
which, though nominally optionsl, served all the pur­
poses of a test. 'romkins and Challoner were tried and 
executed; and· died acknowledging the justice of their 
punishment. Waller had disclosed so 'much, that on 
the payment of a fine of 10,0001. and a year's im­
prisonment, he was s1lfFered to carry his ignominy to 
France. The whole course and management of the 
plot, and its discovery, were· enlarged on in the city 
with Pym's usnal adroitness and popular power, and a 
copy of the elaborate speech he delivered at the Guild. 
hall, "corrected by his own hand," will be found in 
the appendix.lI . 

Still the king'. successes continued, and still the 
inadequacy and slackneB! of EB!elt became more and 
more apparent. A proclamation appeared from Charles 
promising free pardon to all, with some few excep­
tiODS 3, on the laying down of arms. The exceptions 
included Pym and Hampden, as principal traitors. 

I Hilt. vol. iv. p. 66, 111. In No. 112. of King'. Pampblets, part. 14. p. 800., 
I. a prepooteroUl account of this plot, stating that It was merely a .. com_ 
miHion luued by Charle. againlt traiton," and tbat certain member. of 
tbe bouse of common., asBuming themselves to be the traitors, baving 
found in wbose bands tnecommisaion was, .. on Wednesday, May the Slot. 
when the r('lt of their body were at church to observe the fast, lOme liftJ' 
of them went Into tbe house ot commons, and delegared the whole power of 
the bOUle to master Pym, master Glyn, Mr. St. John, sir Harry Vane tbe 
younger, and sir Gilbert Gerard: wbo, raising the traiDed bands, sebed 
"pon such perlOns as they thought were likely to crOll their purposes, and 
filled the town with all the noise and clamour before remembered," &c. 
&c. The only ef!l!ct of thll is to implicate the ki~ more deeply iu t/le 
treachery . 

• Appendix A • 
• See ParL HIlt. yol. xli. p. 311, 3)t. 
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Some of the moderate presbyterians 1 in the house 
showed signs of wincing. The answer of Pym was 
one of the boldest and most decisive meaBures yet 
adopted. He carried up an impeachment against the 
queen 2, which Hollis has commemorated in hiB me­
moirs as the first great victory gained by the independ_ 
ents over the presbyterians. It is clear to me that 
the great patriot resorted to this as a stroke of im­
mediate policy alone, and without any view to serious 
measures against Henrietta. (I am equally certain that, 
had Pym survived, poor feeble Laud would not have 
died upon the scaffold.) Any hope of compromise with 
the house of commons, as a body, after the queen's 
impeachment, was utterly hopeleas. 

The abuses poured out from Oxford upon Pym, 
were commensurate with these services to the It good old 
cause." "Mereuriua Aulieua" of March the 8th, 16408, 
observes: - .. It was carried from London, by letters 
of the 2d of March, that in the house of commons, the 
day before, there had been a great adoe about his rna­
jestie's proclamation, pro~ibiting the association pro- I 

, By the aid ofthla very party, Pym;was foiled more than once In a mode. 
rate and seneroua polic, as to tne COItduct of tbe war. From one of tbe 
newapapen of a few months before, for ioatance, I take tbe following :-" It 
wao advertized from London, that upon Wedneoday, May 17., at the re­
commendatioll of the earle of Ene", a motion was made in the ho ..... of 
commona, that tbe countease of Riven migbt have her coach.bonea re­
stored, which had before beene taken n-om her by some oftbe borse-taken 
for the two bouaes of parliament; which tboUSh It was a very eaaie cour. 
teaie, conaidering that ahe had been rifted by them (0 themselves eon.. 
fessed) to the valuo of 4O,()OOl., and that it waa propelled by Muter Pym 
(no meane man I hope), would by no meana paaae." 

• .. A meaaage being sent up n-om the lower house, to desire the lorda to 
sit awhile, for they bad a matter of great importance to communicate to 
them; lOOn: after came up :Mr. Pym to acquaint their lordships that 
the commons had dlaeharged their eooaeleneea by the following vote whicb 
they had P8I8ed : -' Tbat the queen had levied war against the parlia. 
ment and "kingdom;' and having dlaeharged their oonsciencea, tbey think 
it lit to d1seliarge their duty too; and said, he wo commanded by tbe 
house of commons assembled in parliament, in the name of themselves, 
and of all the common. of England to accuse and impeach, and be did 
aecordingly now accuse and Impeach, Henrietta Maria, queen of England, 
of high treason. And they dealred their lordships to Issue forth pro-

::a~~~~::: :!~:::.~~ toI~~~:e ~:'t::'~ ~'::i~v::r!ri~~: 
in the honse of commons nem. toll. Tbe queen had just) before met the 
king 1>t Edge Hill with a reinforcement of 3000 foot, 30 troops of horse 
and dragoonl, .;;;i six pleeoa of Mnnon, besides great store of otber war. 
like ammunition, which made the house of commons 8C e"operated against 
ber."-Parl. Hilt •. vol. "II. p.265. 
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jected and agreed upon by them 3 between the counties 
of Kent, Surrey, Sussex, and Hampshire; which was 
inveighed. against with all possible acrimony by Mr. 
Pym, who spake against it no less than seven times, 
and that with so much violence and passion that he 
was faine to take breath." Some passages follow that 
may not with propriety be quoted, concerning the 
<C hums and plaudites" bestowed. upon" this Mr. Pym." 
The same respectable journal of a few weeks later, after 
describing the shift to which the commons had been 
put for want of money, and a warrant circulated by 
lady Waller to arrest the deserters from. her husband's 
army, proceeds thus: -" This warrant a gentleman 
of good credit saw this week, which you must suppose 
was drawn up at the honourable she-committee, which 
is ever full of feares and sadnesse le8t that good fat 
man, mtUter JoAn Pgm, should 1o8e hu 0018, by going 
to mtUter Hampden upon some Bame8t btJ.8inB8se." 
"He tells us/' rejoins Needham to this in the " Mer­
curius BritanDicus," "he tells us of our she-committee 

,again. Aulicus, let our ladies alone, they love not to 

be handled like yours at Oxford." Pym's change of 
residence has the honour of mention in a succeeding 

• <C Aulicus " : - "It is signifiede in the same letters, 
that the committee for disposing of delinquents' estates, 
have appointed the earl of Derby's house in West­
minster to be a dwelling for Mr. Pym, with especial 
direction that he be not too modest or reserved in the 
use thereof; and that others of the houses and house­
hold staff'e about the tower are like to be disposed, by 
the same authoritie (to IDho88 share, think 110u, IDm 
Whitehall fall in thu distribution f/) " On the other 
hand, an opposition journal states a very handsome 
tribute to the patriot, as paid by the court at Oxford: 
-" It is credibly affirmed. that the cavaliers do usually 
drink this wicked. and blasphemous health, viz.-' 1. A 
health to his majestie, by whom we live, move, and 
have our being. ~. A health to the confusion of Pym, 

I By Hampden uul.l'ym. See Life ofHampdeD, poet, P. 351. 
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his God, and his gospel.''' One extract more from the 
Oxford court journal: - "From London we are certi. 
fied, that one master Carleton hath so frequently feasted 
the worthy members, one whereof was muter Pym 
(who, the world knowes, is a man of quick dispatch), 
that they have eaten the said Carleton into a pretty 
.broken fortune, and rendered him fit to be a new 
common councilman j but to make him whole again; 
the worthies have preferred him to a captaine's place 
in his excellencie's army, where, if he thrive apace, he 
may rise to be as high as Manwaring or Ven, at . lea" 

. as great as the earle of. Essex." 
~or was this the only kind of attack now made upon 

the patriot. Clarendon boldly affirms, " that his 
power of doing shrewd turns was extraordinary, and 
no less in doinS good offices for particular persons j 
and that he did preserve many from censure, who were 
under the severe displeasure of the houses, and looked 
upon as eminent delinquents j and the quality of many 
of them made it believed, that he had sold that pro­
tection for valli able considerations." This latter de. 
duction may be supposed to rest on the lIame authority 
to which lord Clarendon has confeBBed himself indebted 
for other slanders against the patriot - that of "an 
obscure person or two." 1 The incident, without 
the deduction, would have better deserved mention, as 
an. evidence of Pym's generosity and kindness. But 
the wonder would have been, if such a forward and 
eminent person as Pym, in times of such exasperation, 
had escaped these fiercest slanders. They passed unnoticed 
by himself j but the commons tllemselves interfered at 
last. When fir John Hotham, for instance, brought to 
the bar of the house for desertion to the king, was asked, 
<c , Whether he knew of any members of that hOUle, or of 
the lords, that had conveyed any treasure beyond leas ? 
He answered, he knew of none, if he were to die that 
instant. And being again asked, whetl1er he knew 
that Mr. Pym had conveyed any treasure in like 

1 See the text restored in Clarendon, voL 1. p. 493. 
VOL. III. 11 
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manner; w1 8OfII8 ammiBAment he tuW, - if tACIt 
~ fD(J8 asked Aim in 6G1'1IUt' protested he knew 
nothing of it, and tbat he had never reported any such 
thing.' .. I will quote the sequel of this, as it is given 
in the Parliamentary History.l "In tbe course of 
these examinations, the readcr may observe, that lIr. 
Pym is mentioned as charged with some indirect prac­
tices. To do justice to tbat' great man, on the same 
day, Sir Edward Bainton, a member ot the house of 
commons was sent for, charged with saying, that 
the Lord Say and Mr. Pym had betrayed the:west and 
north; and being demanded, whether he had spoke 
those words charged upon him, answered: - he did not 
apeak them as they were there Jaid down. Being then 
demanded what he had spoken to that purpose; an. 
awered, that he had learned, since he had sat here, that 
he ought not to speak anything here that reftected to 
the prejudice of another member j and therefore d~ 
aired to be excused, unless he were enjoined and 
commanded. Whereupon, he tDaI enjoined .to speak 
the whole truth j and then he Said, tbat he did not 
say tbat Mr. Pym' had betrayed the west, but tbat he 
had betrayed his county j wbich he did, by being a 
means of detaining him in prison, who only was ahle to 
maintain and preserve that county, till tbe said county 
was quite lost, notwithstal\ding many orders made for 
his bringing up. As for betraying the north, he knew 
nothing more of tbat thait he had heam in the house, 
which sounded bad enough j viz., that the offer of the 
lord Bavile and sir William Bavile, to deliver up to 
the parliament's forces York, and that whole county, if 
they might not be prejudiced in their persons and 
estates, -was prevented: adding, tbat he had heard it 
said and aftirmed, with solemn and deep oaths and 
protestations, that the lord Cottington had trElated with 
his majesty for the pardon of tbe lord Say and Mr. Pym ; 
and that if tbey had had the preferments they expected, 
we had not' been brough to the condition we now are 
in. Being demanded from wbom he heard this, an· 

I ParI. Hilt. 'toL :lli. p, S7!1. 
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Bwered, it was from the lord Grandison's brother, 
lieutenant-colonel Brett, and serjeant-major Juques, 
all officers in the king's army, and prisoners with him at 
Gloucester. Mr. Pym, in answer to the cbarge, pro­
teated solemnly, that he never had intercourse with 
the lord Cottington, by one means or otber, since 
difference between the king and parliament. 'fhat he 
never received but two messages from him since this 
parliament began; the one was by air Arthur Ingram, 
long' before he died; the other by air Benjamin Rud­
yard. Upon the whole, the commODS voted tbe charge 
laid upon Mr. Pym by air Edward Bainton, to be 
falae and IC&Jldalous; and that the said sir Edward 
should be forthwith sent to the Tower, there to remain 
a prisoner during tbe pleasure of the house." 

Increasing in malignity, however, Pym's slandereR 
now fixed upon his religious faith and personal relation 
to the king, and levelled luch monstrous cbarges 
against him in regard to both, that be thought it neces­
sary at 188t to issue a rt declaration and vindication, " 
which will be found at length in the Appendix. 1 In 
this, with great modesty of language and feeling, he 
compares his fate with that of rt the orator and patriot 
of his country, Cicero." " I will not," he says, C' be 
80 arrogant as to parallel myself to that worthy; yet 
my case, if we may compare lesser things with great, 
bath to his a very near resemblance; the reason I am 
80 much maligned and reproached by ill-affected persoDs 
being, because I have been forward in advancing the 
affaiR of the kingdom, and have been taken notice of 
for that forwardness; they, out of their malice, con­
verting that to a vice, which, witbout boast be it spoken. 
I" esteem my greatest virtue." Be concluded with 
afBrming his continued attachment to a form of limited 
and constitutional monarchy in England. Such a mo­
narchy2, bad his life and that of Bampd~n been Sl'ared, 

1 Appendll, E. 
, Ibortly before the death 01 Pym, the elector palatine IeDt letten to 

the parliament, declarin. hi.utl.faction with the covenant, and bemoan Ins 
the CODduct of hil brother, prince Rupert, In ftptlDa asatDlt the llIla-

V 2 
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would, in all prolJability, have resulted. from the war j 
and the settlemen~ of its conditions, and of the true 
extent of the power and authority of the people, would 
doubtless have put to shame the feeble and uncertain 
settlement of 1688. But this hope was already vain. 

News of Hampden'. death had reached London, and 
Pym felt himself sinking under a gradual and. wearing 
illness. His labours had overtasked his strength. Still 
he appeared in the house of commoss, however, and 
had still one of the greatest achievements of his life to 
perform.! 

Sanguine hopes prevailed at Oxford that the way to 
London was open at last. Waller was routed in the 
west, and the strong places were in Charles's hands. 
Gainsborough was re-captured, and Hull In imminent 
danger. The queen joined the king with a reinforce-. 
ment, and London was without an army or fortification. 
for its defence. But Pym was there t The Mereurius 
Aulicus had heard of his illness, however, and took 
occasion to throw out the following signifiunt hint: -
" We are heare very glad to heare that the French 
ambassadour is mo~t certainly arrived, and· doth now 
reside at Sommerset House; the king and queen doe 
both desire that he may be the happy meanes to settle 
peace in this kingdome, and that Pym, if he be sicke, 

. for so we are certifide by letters, may live to see the 

lative body. Thi .... ry constitutional allegiance obtained, evantuaUYt 
for the elector, a pen,ioD from the parliament: more than equiv .. 
lent to that wbich he had been accu.tomed to receive from the kinS. 
The elector himself arrived in England just after l'ym" decease. Is It 
possible that lomethins more than tbi. grant, frustratlld by the patriot .. 
deatb, bad been secretl, in agitation, and that Pym had originally eon­
templated the introduction of this electoral prince .. the founder of a new 
rora! dynasty, if It became n ..... ary to depose Charles l P . 

In a recent compilation, eatitled .... Memoir. or Selden," Pym receivea 
casual mention, at thil period. as having lingular intluence. "Mr. 
Baillie," says the compile-rt "gives this instance of the popularity or 
:rJ'J;::;i~~t!.~n ;b~h':u~~~lihr:~h~~:'''I~~:1!':;; ~~ 
the hou.e goins In proeesaion before blm.'.. .Poor Mr. Baillie little 
thought the use hi. description ot the patriot .. funeral would be IJUt to I 
It was, al •• 1 tbe dead body of Pym thus carried by his old frienda to 
ita last reoting place, in testimony of their a&cti.onate reapecL , 
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king againe, and, by asking God forgivenesse,. may die 
in his bed; a mercy which he does not deserve." This' 
perfidious suggestion availed nothing. Pym was nOi 
yet 80 m, but that he retained his intellect, and, with 
that, his power; and now he used them both, with a 
last aad memorable effect, against the king. 

Essex, despairing. or willing to compromise, wrote to 
the house of lords I, advising accommodation. A 
petition was voted accordingly, and was taken into con­
sideration by the commons after a vehement struggle; 
but ultimately, by the unparalleled efforts of Pym and 
St. John, a majority of two was obtained against it. 
All the pulpits of London were brought into requi. 
sition, and tire people wrought to the last pitch of po· 
litical and religious enthusiasm. Yet the danger of the 
defenceless state of the capital remained unprovided 
against, amI the discontent of Essex himself threatened 
the worst of dangers. Then it was that Pym nobly 

. discharged himself of his last duty to the commonwealth, 
and, oppressed with illneBB as he was, presented himself 
with St. John, at the tent of Essex, and there, as 
Clarendon 8ay8 2, by "his power and dexterity, wholly 

I Man), oC the lordl. orlg\~\1)' left In the executive. were now lighln, 
once more Cor the coun, and aev~ral unseeml)' exhibltk>ns bad alreadj 
taken place between them and the more resolute m~mben oC the com­
mona Tbe Collowln, II !'rom a CIlrioul pampblet oC the time: -" The 
committee Cor the boUle oC cemmona. whlcb eame from Oxford. made a 
relation to the house or hi. maJesty', answer, which was much com. 
mend~ and extolled by all modente men. and thought to be both full and 
utilC_rle; but that upon tbe other Iide it Wal 10 carre f\"om pleasln, the 
enp~ tlttJlipmti party. that muter Martyn said exPreII!), Y' it Wal 
ratber to be ICOm~ tban anawer~; and finall),. th.t at a conference the 
aame day betwixt the hoUHt, for trivlng some anlwer to hil maj .. tl.·. 
m ........ in :the painted chamber. tlie earle of Northumberland. standlnlt 
by tbe lire. alk~ malter Martyn (whom he found there) why he brake 
open certain letten which were oent to him to Oxford (for such a I&ucy 
triclt had been Pllt upon him), and ftndlngllttle reason for it in his reply. 
save him a baltinado with hi, cane. and a blow wilh bis ftst; whereupon 
Martyn. getting near him. caught him by the collar of .... douhlet. or. aI 
some sa),. by his George. which """""ion~ dlven of the Btanders by to 
draw their IwOrdl. amongst whom. the earl of Pembroke il laid to be one, 
mtd mIJIln' Pym """'her. And It Wal :certifted. with all. that tbe quar­
tell il 10 much resen~. that the commons have 'foted it to be • breach ot 
tbeir privilege, and the lords of thein." • 

I "Mr. Pym. n he obIerYeI, "always opposed aU overtures of peate and 
_modation ; and when the earl of Essex Wal dilpOl~, the last summer. 
by thOle lordi, to an inclination toward. a treet1 ... is betore remembered. 
lIIr .. P),m·. power and dexterlt)' wboUy changed blm. and wrought him to 
that temper. wblcb be afterwardl ... erved not from. He ...... wondHfU\ly 

U :3 
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changed him, and wrought him to that temper which 
he afterwards swerved not from." In other words, he 
assured Essex of the support and confidence of the 
house, opened his eyes to the king's particular rel!lent~ 
menta and persOnal rharacter, and confirmed him in his 
duty. It has been truly 'said, in reference to this self­
possessed sagacity and courage, that" men actuated by 
either extreme of violent temper or vulgar prndence, 
would have removed from the command a general whom 
they had reason to distrnst." Pym's nobler policy held 
together the army without a ftaw, and, from that hour, 
the tide of fortune gradually turned. 

He did not live to see this, but the wise conscious­
ness of what he had done was consolation sufficient for 
such a mind. The hand of death was now upon him. 
Some disgraceful riots broke out at this time, in eonse­
quence of the wantll and deprivations incident to the 
war; and, according to Rushworth, a great multitude of 
the wives of substantial citizens, assisted by a large body 
of men in women's clothes, came to the house of com­
mons with a petition for peace, and blocked up the door 
for two hO)1rs. .. Give us the traitor Pym!" they 
cried, .. that we may tear him in pieces! Give us the 
dog Pym !" but a troop of horse dispersed them. The 
traitor or the patriot Pym,-the words may be proba­
bly thought synonymous here, - was then lying on his 
death.bed. 

The house of commons, anxious to give their great 
leader one proof of confidence more, had conferred on 
him, in November, the all.important office of lieu­
tenant-general of the ordnance of the kingdom; but 
from this moment he sank rapidly. With gloating ex_ 
pectation, his death was waited for by the royalisla.. 
" From London we hear that Pym is Clftwling to his 
grave as fast as he,can," writes Trevor to the marquess 

aoIlc1toul for tbe 800tA comln, to their _Istance, thou,b bill indiopoollioQ 
of body wu 10 great, tbat It mi,bt well ban made another impraaIon upoa 
bit mlnd."-HiltOf)', voLiv. p.4tO, 441. 
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ofOrmondl!, in a Jetter dated from Oxford in December.! 
A yet more striking evidence of this feeling is supplied 
in the following extract from the Parliament Scout, 
published some days before: - " We have given the 
enemy .a great and notable defeat this week, if our news 
hold true; for whereas they have for many week. ~­
peeted the death of maBter Pgm, and Aor888 haw 8tood 
ready in 8ewrall 8table8, and, almoat eaten out their 
Aead"for thoBe that were to go with the new8 to O~fortl, 
and had promiae of great reward and knighthood that 
brought it fir8t, now he is like to r~over, and to sit in 
the hOllse of commons again, to facilitate busioeBB 
there, and see an end of the miseries of England; and 
this will trouble the otber party more, by far .. tbat heis 
mending, -than the rOllt that lIir William Waller gave 
to sir Ralph Hopton on Tuesday last." 

Very vain was' this hdpe, for on the 8th of De­
cember, 1643, Pym died at Derby House. An account 
of the last moments of bis sickness has been left by 
ODe 2 who knew him intimately through life, and at­
tended his death_bed. From that we learn that he 
maintained the same " evenness of spirit which he had 
in the time of bis health; profeBBing to myself that it 
was to bim a most indifferent thing to live or die: if he 
lived, he would do wbat service he could; if he died, 
he shoUld go to tbat God whom he bad served, and 
who would carty on his work by some others :-and to 
others he said, tbat if bis life and de!lth were put into 
a balance, be would not willingly cast in one dram to 

, tum the balance either way. This was his temper all 
the time of his sickness." The same interesting me­
morial tells us tbat "sllch of bis family or friends who 
endeavoured to be near him, (lest he should faint away 
in his weakness), have overheard bim importunately 
prsy for the king's majesty and his posterity, for the 
parliament and the public cause; for himself begging 
nothing. And a little before his end, having reco1Jerea 

Carte', Letten, 'lOt I. P. 26. 
I Dr. Jlanball, In bit funeral termon, 16M. 
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out of a 8fDOUM, seeing his friends weeping around him 
he cheerfully told them, ' he had, looked death in the 
face, and knew, and therefore feared not, the worst it 
could do, assuring them that his heart was filled with 
more comfort and joy which he felt from Goo, than his 
tongue was able to utter;' and (whilst a reverend 
minister was at prayer with hi m) he quietly slept with 
his God." After reading this calm and affecting account 
of the last moments of this immortal advocate of civil and 
religious freedom, no one will feel disposed to deny the 
justness of that prophecy, in which the good and ami­
able Baxter has indulged in translating Pym into heaven: 
- tt Surely" (I quote from the tt Saint's Everlasting 
Rest" of that good man), 'surely Pym is now a mem­
ber of a more knowing, unerring, well-ordered, right­
aiming, self-denying, unanimous, honourable, triumph_ 
ant senate, than that from whence he was taken! " 

On the news of Pym's deathl, say the authors of the 
Parliament4ry History, tt the house of commons showed 
a respect to his memory that is without precedent in 
the whole course of these inquiries.' For we find, in 
the, journals, 'that a committee, there named, was 
appointed to consider of the estate of Mr. Pym, de­
ceased, and to oWer what they think fit to be done in 
consideration of it to the house; likewise, to take care 
to prepare a monument for him, at the charge of the 
commonwealth.' It was also ordered, 'that the body of 
Mr. Pym be interred in Westminster Abbey, without 
any charge for breaking open the ground there j and 
that the speaker, with the whole house, do accompany 
his body~to the interment.''' 2 

I Welcome newB, or coune, at oxrord. J extract trom 7Yte Klragdome', 
Weekly POll, .. witb his packet or letters publiahing hlB measago to the cit)' 
and country."_cc It ia every where remarkably obaervedconcerning the 
taking or Alton (the particulan whereor are BUIfY commund to the king. 
dome already. our Pool not usingto relate what hath been printed before)that 
tile IJtf7/ ,11m. day t/uJI there ..... a great le/J8t at O'l/ord; alld Krt'at pr •• 
paratitml made lor lHnudIre, t/uJI flight, fDhicll fD/J8 dime accordiflBly. 
The relJ8Qfl WfU,/OT ""'t they heard tllat fIUIIter Pim fDG,dead; and it waa 
oboerved that many cavaJien at Oxford drank that day the confusion of 
tbe roundheada, and particularJy air William Waller." 

• ParI. HiBt. voL xit p.462. From the .. Kingdom', Weekly tntelli .. 
gencer," I take tbe foOowing : _" The parliamellt 10 blghly bODOun the 
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On the 15th of December, what remained of the 
great patriot "was buried," says Clarendon l, "with 
wonderful pomp and magnificence, in that place where 

. the bones of our English kings and princes are com-
mitted to their rest." The body, followed by Charles 
and Alexander Pym, WaR carried from Derby House to 
Westminster Abbey on the shoulders of the ten chief 
gentlemen ft4}44se of commons, 
mourninf4\ Hollis, sir Arthur 
Henry Oliver Saint 
Gilbert 
John 
(says 
following week), by both houses of lords and com­
mons in parliament, all in mourning, by the assembly of 
divines, by many other gentlemen of quality, and with 
two heralds of armelt before the corpse bearing his 
c~est. His funeral sermon was made by Mr. Marshall, 
who tooke his text out of the 7th of Micah, part of the 
first and second verses, in these words: ',\Voe is me4 
for the perished out of 

A !14(4m this, noble and 
mon this attempt to 
to the of Pym.2 

memory 'J'w they have ordered a m0titiXYki4t z lu L""rt 
in the eJ:i,t:h17y ww w",m,,"""::~§;'l:" w" where he is to be intel"n'"4:1 Y ""'" 

commons have appointed themselves to accompany the corpse to the grave, 
10 highly,4o they value and esteem. the merits and deservlOgs of 10 good, 
10 excellent a patriot, and commonwealth'. man. They have allO taken 
order, in regard ma.ter l'ym hath not onely.pent hi. life in the aervice 
of the kingdome, but lost his estate, that a lpeciall care be taken for a 
subsistence for hi. lon8, who are liltewl'st! in the AertJice of tAe parliament 
and kingdorne; it being a thing very considerable and remarkable, that 
the father'. care was so 10lal1y taken up for the good of the publique, that 
he even neglected a necelsary care to provide forbi. children." 

I 1 mv here .uhJoin one or two points from thi. writer'. 
Pym, The main part oftt ha. alr .. dy been noticed in these 

g:~~2~:;~CC ';:~4~~r~~1~~~~;~~~~ . 
very con O'VB.Y fif expressing himst"lf, ",i,f", ll""~ 
words, lX' :snd understQOd the tem'Td"V B. 

the king;!];""", man; and had olMerved~ %f',,,,, 
takes in j£t)V,;'VkJllH:"t: s'ffi,ew well bow to make 

:~:nh~:;"> "i ~";t¥'i~i;::J~::~1iJ:~t:yL~~I! ~~d~ i~at~::~ 1~0~:;k~?2 
po.r'1~~;~':e C::~~i ::';CitU:;4~~h~h~u~~r~::! ~!'r!~e:;;'44~r~he 
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.. Our' parliament is weak~ned," said this eloquent 
and earnest preacher, "our armies wasted, our treasure 
exhausted, our enemies increased; snd of those few able 
hearts, heads, and hands, who abode faithfull to this great 
cause snd worke in hand, it might even stab us to the 
very heart to thinke how msny of them the Lord hath 
even snatcht away, in the middest of their worke, and 
our greatest need! That excellent spirited lord, the 
lord Brooke; that rare msn, master John Hamp­
den; that true_hearted Nathaniel, master Arthur 
Goodwin (pardon me, I beseech you, though I men­
tion them amongst these friends, who cannot thinke of 
them without bitternesse) - 'How are these mighty 
men fallen in the midst of the batteD, snd the 

with which the various publications flow .... and for many weeks after, teemed. 
t will only quote. as a 'J:teCimen, an CI £legie" which appeared "iu deep 
mournio ... io the MercuriUl Britanniclll. 

.. No immature nor IUllen fate 
Did his immortall lOuie translate, 
He paosecl grtJoel, bence, even 
KO!'t hi. old pace, from earth to heaven! 
He had a lOuie did always stand 
Open fbr busin_e, like his hande. 
He took In so mUCh. I ..,uld call 
Him more than ind;viduall ; 
And 80 much busiueue waited bJ, 
Would scarcely give him leave to die. 
He knew the bound .. and every thiD' 
Betwixt the people and the king; 
He could tbe just proportion. draw 
Betwixt prel'ORative and law; 
He lived a patriot here 80 late, 
He knew each .yllable of ltate, 
Th4t /uJd DOW cllnr'Ur' all 6eene gime, 
I" /lim "'" llad IAem eve,." one. 
He dunt be good. and at tbat time 
When innocence was half a crime. 
He had seene death before he went, , 
Once bad it a. a 10k ..... ent ; 
He .urfeited on stata 81tlo1 .. , 
Di'd on a pleuriaie of caires, 
Nor doth he DOW hi. moume .. 1acke, 
We have few ooul .. but lIO In bllCke. 
And for hla lAke have now put DO 
A IOlemne medit.tion. ' 
Teartll are too Darrow dropps for him, 
And private ugb .. , too .trait (/Ir Pym I 
NOIJI! .... COJIt'f'leakl, P"", lam .. '. 
But ,omdIJinK liU tJ parliame'M I 
ne"~..".,.",,, '1111 ,laIe 
I, btl, tJ vitle ctn/ImetIIIWtJIe. w. _f tfItJIMd ptJIIiou ,,_ 

Artd "'''' • ./tW t»«pirw '" It#1'f'4H." 
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weapons of warre perished! the beauty of our Israel 
is alaine in the high places! ••• And now we meet 
to lament the £all of this choice and excellent man, 
in whose death the Almighty testifiea against us, and 
even fills us with gall and wormwood. 1 know you 
come hither to mourn; 80 fully prepared for it, that 
although 1 am but a dull oratour to move passion, 1 
may serve well enough to draw out those tears, where­
with your hea~tB and eyes are 80 big and full. There is 
no need to call for the 'mourning women, that they 
may come; and for cunning women, that they may 
take up a wailing, to helpe your eyea to run downe 
with teares, and your eye-lids to gush out with waters;' 
the very looking down upon this beere, and the naming 
of the man whose corpea are here placed, and a very 
little speech of hi. worth, and our miserable 10Bse, is 
enough to make this assembly, like Rachel, not only 
to lift up a voice of mourning, but even to refuse to be 
comforted •••• 1 am called to speake of a man 80 eminen,t 
and excellent, 80 wise and gracious, so good and usefull, 
whose, works so praise him in every gate, that if I 
should altogether hold my tongue, the children and 
babelil (I had almost said, the stones) would speak: 
upon whose herse could I scatter the sweetest flowers, 
the highest expressions of rhetoricke and eloquence, 
you would thinke 1 fell short of his worth; you would 
say, this very name, JOHN PVlIf, expresseth more then 
all my words could doe. Should 1 say of him, as they 
of Titus, that he was 'amor et delicie generis hu­
mani :' should 1 say of his death, as onCe the Sicilians 
upon the Grecians' departure, 'Totum ver periit ex anno. 
Siciliano:' should 1 say, he was not oneIyas one of 
David's thirtie worthiea, but one of the three, one of 
the first three, even the first and chiefe of them, the 
Tachmonite who sate in the seat: should I say, our 
whole land groaneth at his death, as the earth at the 
fall of a great mountaine, I might do it without envie 
in this assembly." 

" 1 shall forbeare," doctor' l\farshall continued, 
"to 8peake any thing of hi8 family, education, na_ 
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turall endowments; his cleare understanding, quick 
apprehension, singular dexteritie in dispatch of lrusi­
neaa; his other morsll eminences, in· his justice, Pa­
tience, temperance, sobriety, chastity, liberality, hos­
pitality; his extreme humanity, affability, curtesie, 
cheerfulneaae of spirit in every condition; and (as a 
just reward and sweet just fruit of all these) the high 
and deare esteeme and respect which bee had purchased 
in the hearts of all men of every ranke, who were 
acquainted with him; such onely excepted, of whom to 
bee loved and well reported, is scarce compatible with 
true vertue. All men, who knew,him, either lov'd or 
hated him in extremity: such as were good, extremely 
delighted in him, as taken in a sweet captivity with his 
matchlesse worth; the bad as much hated him, out of 
their antipathy against it. • • His excellent, useful 
spirit was accompanied with three admirable properties, 
wherein he excelled all that ever I knew, and most 
tbat ever I read of. First, such singlenesse of heart, 
tbat no by_respect could any whit sway him; no re­
spect of any friend: he regarded them in their due 
place, but he knew neither brother, kinsman, nor friend, 
sUllerior nor inferior, when they stood in the way to 
hinder his pursuit of the publike good: 'magis amica 
respublica:' and he used to say, ' Such a one is my en­
tire friend, to whom I am much obliged; but I must 
not pay my private debts out of the publike stock.' 
Yea, no self. respect, no private enda of his owne or 
family, were in any degree regarded, but himself and 
bis were wholly swallowed up in the care of the )}ublike 
safety; insomuch that when friends have often put him 
in mind of his family and posterity, and prest him, that 
although he regarded not himself, yet he ought to 
provide that it might be well with his family (a thing 
which they thought he might easily procure), his or· 
dinary answer was, C if it,went well with the publike, 
his family was well enough: Secondly, such constancy 
and resolution, that no feare of danger, or hope of 
reward, could at any time 80 much as unsettle. him. 
How often was his life in danger? What a world of 
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threats and menaces have .bin sent him from time 'to 
time? Yet I challenge the man that ever aaw him shaken ' 
by any of them, or thereby diverted from, or retarded in, 
his right way of advancing the publike good. Nor could 
the offers of the greatest promotions (which England 
could afford) in any way be a block in his way: in 
that he was as another Moses (th'only man whom God 
went about to bribe), who desired that hee and his 
might never swim, if the cause of God and his people 
did ever sinke: his spirit was not so low, as to let the 
whole world prevaile ~ith him so far as to hinder his 
work, much !esse to be his wages. Thirdly, such vn­
weariablenesse, that from three of the clock in the morning 
to the evening, and from evening to midnight, this was 
his constant employment (except only the time of his 
drawing nigh to God), to be some way or other helpfull 
towards the publike good j burning out his candle to 
give light to others. Who know. not all this to bee 
true, who knew this mau's converstaion? Not onely 
since the time of this parliament, but for many yeers 
together, hath he beene a great pillar to uphold our 
sinking frame j a master workman, labouring to re­
paire our ruinous house j and under the weight of this 
worke hath the Lord permitted this rare workman to bel 
overthrown." • 

Allusion was now made to one of the royalist fa­
brications l , which had assailed the great statesman's 
memory, and which is worth extracting, since it re­
mains treasured up in the psges of Clarendon:­
"It may bee some of you expect I should confute 
the calumnies and reproaches which that generation of 
men who envied his life, doe already begin to spread 
and set up in libela concerning his death: as that hee 
died raving, crying out against that cause wherein he 
had beene so great an instrument j charging him to die 

I See Clarendon, vol. iv. po t36. An oIIIcial Itatenumt, ligned by the • 
ftlmou. oir Theodore Mayeme, lul>aequently appeared, and .. iII he found In 
Appendix F., Wbitelock laya, aile a Iingular mistake .. to the date of 
the deatb, .. it .... believed that the multitude of bll bu,;neaa and carea 
uid &0 break bil aplrit and health, that it brDusht blJ death. ~ 
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of that loathsome disease, wlUcb that accursed Balaack, 
in his booke of slanders against Mr. Calvin, charged 
Aim to dye of. But I forbeare to spend time needlesly, 
to wipe off tbose reproaches, which I know none of 
you believe. And this will satisfy tbe world against 
such slanders; that no lease than eight doctors or phy­
sick, of unsuspected integrity, and some of them 
strangers to him (if not of different religion from him), 
purposely requested to be present at the opening of his 
body ; aDd well neere a thousand peeple, first and last, 
who came, many of them out of curiosity, and were 
freely permitted to see his corpse, can and doe abun­
dantly testifie the falsehood and foulnesse. of thil re­
.port." 

"Verily," concluded this fearless and virtuous 
divine "when I consider how God hath followed 
us with breach upon breach, taken away all those 
worthy men I before mentioned, and all the other 
thing» wherein the Lord hath brought us low; and 
now this great blow, to follow all the rest, I am ready 
to call for lIuch a mourning as that of Hadadrimon in 
the valley of Megiddon. But mistake me not! I do not 
meane that you should mourne for him, you his deare 
chlldren; you right honourable lords and commons, 
who esteeme him little lease tben a father; I mean not 
that you should mourne for him! his worke is done, 
his warfare is accomplished; he is delivered from Bin 
and sorrow, and from all the evils which we may 
feare are comming upon our selves: hee hath received 
at the Lord's hand a plentifull reward for all his la­
bours. I beseech you, let not any of you have one 
sad thonght touching him. Nor, would I have you 
mourne out of any such apprehension as the enemies 
have, and for which they rejoice; al if our cause were 
not good, or wee should lose it for want of hands and 
heads to carry it on: No, NO, BELOVED, THIB CAUSE 
In'sT PROSPER; AND ALTHOUGH WE WERE ALL DEAD, 
OUR AIUUES OVEB~B.OWN, AND EVEN OUR PARLIA­
KENTS DI88OLVED, TBlS CAUSE KUIIT PBE\"AIL." 
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Alexander Pym died some Bbo~t time after his father, 
but Charles survived him many years; and on the 
restoration, though he had continued in the ranks of the 
parliamentarian army, was created a baronet. It may 
be added that, on an investigation by the committee or 
the House of Commons appointed to inquire into the 
patriot's estate, it was found neceSBary, not only to vote 
10,000/. for the settlement of the debts it was dis­
covered to be involved in, but also to pension this son, 
Charles, upon the parliament.. No precedent existed 
for such votes as these, but the H<!use justly decided 
that so specially eminent a case was not likely to have 
occurred before, In these proceediugs, at least, the lie 
was peremptorily given to those slanders on the patriot's 
public virtue, which had represented him, some years 
before his dealb, privately amassing the public money 
for his own peculiar ends. 

Since the early sheets of this memoir went to preSB, 
some information respecting the family and eatate of the 
Pyma has been kindly communicated to me by a gentle­
man who was recently connected with their native 
county of Somersetshire, and wOOae interest in the sub­
ject of these researches is another testimony to his dis­
tinguished zeal in the public cause. Mr. Leader telIa 
me that the estate of the Py ms Must, originally, have been 
very extensive, but that, of the old mansion house, a 
large porch, with a pointed gothic doorway and gothic 
pinnacles, is all thst remains to attest its splendour or 
picturesqueDeS8. In addition to their estate of Bry­
more, which the family held, in direct issue, from the 
reign of Henry Ill. to that of Charles II., my in­
formant'acquaints me, on the authority of the present 
owner of Brymore (the hon. Mr. Bouverie, lord 
Radnor's brotht!!'), that they held also the estate of 
W oollavingtoD in the same county, which is still occa-
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sionally called " W oollavington Pym." From a patent 
of baronetcy now in Mr. Bouverie's possession, it would 
appear, moreover, that Charles Pym's dignity was first 
conferred upon him in 1658 by Richard Cromwell, 
immediately upon the death of Oliver, and received 
subsequent confirmation from Charles II. 

The following detailed account of the family of the 
Pyms is kindly furnished to 'me by Mr. Leader, from 
Collinson's History of SomersetshiJe, under the title of 
the " Hundred of Cannington :" -

" On the west side of this" parish is an ancient estate 
called Brymore, formerly part of the lordship of Rad. 
way above mentioned, and held from thence by the 
serviCe of the tenth part of a knight's fee. GefFrey de 
Bramora.held it in the beginning of the reign of Henry 
III.; soon after which it was possessed by Odo, son of 
Durand de Derleigh, who conveyed the same to William 
Fitchet, and he to Elias Pym. 

"This Elias .Pym was father of several children, 
William, John, and Roger, his eldest son anel heir, who 
possessed this estate 27 Edward I. 

" The eldest son and successor of this Roger was of 
his own name, and bore on his seal a saltire between 
four quatrefoils. He died 23 Edward III., and was 
succeeded by Elias his brothet; after whose death, 
without children, ihe inheritance devolved to Philip We 
third son, who, 50 Edward III., being then parson of 
Kentisbury, in Devonshire, conveyed all his right herein 
to Philip Pym, son of Henry his brother, and to the 
heirs of the said Philip. 

" Philip Pym was dead before 1 Henry IV. He had 
two sons by his first wife Emmota, daughter and coheir 
of Alexander de Camelis, whose names were Roger and 
William.; by his second wife he had also a son called 
Elias, to whom he gave several estates in Dulverton and 
Brumpton.Regis. ' 

" Roger Pym, the eldest son, married Joan, daughter 
and coheir of John Trivet, of Sidbury in DevonsJUre~ 
a younger br~nch of the family of Trivet of Durborough. 
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This Roger was possessed of Brymore from the 1st year " 
of Henry IV. to 18 Henry VI., in which last year he 
was sncceeded by Philip, his eldest son. The coat of 
this Philip was a buD's head within a wreath. He was 
living 16 Edward IV., and had two sons, Roger, his 
sUccessor, and Philip. 

Roger Pym married Joan, daughter and heir ot John 
Gilbert, of Wollavington, by Alianor, daughter and 
coheir of William Doddisham. He was living the last 
year of Edward IV., at which ti.me he made over all 
his estate lying at Brymore, Wollavington, and other 
places, to his son Alexander. 

" Which Alexander married Thomasine, daughter ot 
William Stainings, esq., and died 8 Henry VII. He 
",as succeeded by Reginald Pym, his eldest son, who, 
by Mary, daughter of Thomas Dabridgecourt, was 
father of Erasmus Pym, and grandfather of the famous 
John Pym, esq., member for the borough of Tavistock. 

" 'fhis John, by Anna, daughter of John Hooker, 
esq., was father of several children; the eldest of whom, 

.. Charles, was, on the restoration, made a baronet, and 
was succeeded in his honour and estates by a son of his 
own name; who dying without issue, the estate fell to 
his sister' Mary, the wife of sir Thomas Hales, bart, 
progenitor of the present sir Philip Hales, bart." 

This was at the close of the last century. Since that 
period, the estate of Brymore has passed, by will, from 
Miss Hales, the last descendant of the Pyms, to Mr. 
Bouverie, its present possessor. 
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