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0 . LIVES

EMINENT BRITISH STATESMEN.

.

JOHN PYM.
1584—1649.

J omx Py, the son of aSomersetshire "esquire,” was born
at Brymore, in his father’s county, in the year 1584, His
family, though degcribed by Clarendon as of a * private
quality and condition of life 1, were rich and of very old
descent ; his mother was aftcrwards Lady Rous?; and
this boy, the only issue of her first marriage , was sent,
in the beginning of the year 1599, o Broadgates Hall,
now Pembroke College, Oxford, where he entered as s
gentleman commoner.4 Here he made himself remark-
able not only by quick natural telents, but by a sleepless
and unwearied pursuit of every study he took in hand.
Lord Clarendon has indulged a eneer at his * pares,” aa
having heen © rather acquired by industry than supplied
by nature or adorned by art 9 ;” but we have it on the
better authority of Anthony & Wood, that Pym’s lighter

1 Clarendon's History, vol. iv. (Oxford edition of 1826.) p. 417

1 See Lhe dedication to the sermen delivered mt the funeralof thia iady,
ancn the letn at the British Musevwn,

e dedicalion in the seymaon Thave just referred to, evldenr.ly rerricis

hel' isue by Mr. P{m, to the great subject of this memolr,

4 “1n the yeer of his age,” samm &nthanya“’wd, e ﬂneen belng then,
or soon after, put undet the tuition of Degory Whear,'

* Clresdons Mutary, vu\. 1=, {Owford edlfion 1586.) p 437,
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2 BRITISH BTATEAMEN.

accomplishments of literature, no less than his great
learning and * pregnant parts,” were adiired in the
university, ‘ Charles Fitz-Geoffry, the poet, styled the
said Pym, in 1601, Phebi delicie— Lepos puelli.” !

Itis stated in some of the histories that, on leaving
Oxford, Pym entered one of the inne of court, with a
view {0 the bar; hut it is difficult 1o find good authority
for this,? He was thronghout life, however, remark-
ahle for his thorough knowledge of the laws; and no
doubt he studied them, at this time, with the almost
certain expectation of being called upon, at no distant
day, 10 serve in parliament by the side of that great
party, who had already, by no unequivocal signs of their
power and resolution, startled the misgoverned people
into hope. He had certainly, even thus early, attracted
the attention of the grest Whig nobleman of the day,
the earl of Bedford; and to his influence, it is pro-
hable, he owed that appointment to a responsible office
in the Exchequer, in which, sccording to lord Claren-
don, many after yesrs of his youth were passed, and
where, it is to be supposed, he acquired the knowledge
and hsehits of business, and great Anancial skill, which,
scarcely less than his genine for popular government,
distinguished him threugh the leng course of his public
life,

In the parliamentary returns of the year 1614, the
name of " John Pym " is to be found, as member for
the borough of Calne® 'These were the returns of that
*“gddle” parliament, which has been before described 4,
and which, “ meeting sccording 1o their surnmons, such
faces appeared there a8 made the court droop¥ ;" — among
the new faces were those of Pym and Wentworth.

Upon the precipitate dissolution of this parliment,
after a sitting of two months, several of the more for-

I Wood's Ath, Oxon. Ed. Blisa. vol. Jii. p. 78

2 Anthony & Wood merely sayn, — ' Before he (Pym) took & degree, he
teft the university, and went, at I concedoe, W one of the inne of court."*

2 It has been incorrecily stated that Pym Grst sat a8 member for Tavis-
tock s he did not sit for the latter berough 131l some years after. It was
the same infiuence, however, which returned him for both plares.

4 Life of Btrafford, p. 196, 197.

? Wilpan — in Kentier, vol i3, p. 698




JOHN PYM. 3

ward members were called before the council and com-
mitted 1o the Tower. If Rushworth is correct in saying
thet Pym wans twice imprisoned in the reign of James,
it may reasonahbly be supposed that he was one of those
committed on the present occagion.! It is certain that
he at once took an active share ? in the measures of the
oppesition, and the “ maiden epeech ” of such an acces-
ficn to the popular party is not unlikely to have beem
rewarded by a warrant from the council-table.

About this dme Pym married Anna, the daughter of
John Hooker, esquire, & country gentleman of Somer-
petehire. For the mext alx years his name is not 1o be
found in connection with puhblic effsirn These years
were probably passed in retirement, where the mind
does not find it difficult to imagine him, strengthening
himgelf, in the calmness of domestic quiet, for the abeo-
lute devotion of hia great faculties and deep affections to
that old canse which was now again, not dimly, dawning
upon the world.

In the year 1620, the wife of Pym died, The pri-
vate roemorials of this great man rre too rare, and obtained
with the cost of too much lsbour, to be thought un-
worthy of the reader's atiention, however scanty they
may be, What I ghall now quote gives a grateful sketch
of the character of thia lady, on the anthority of an ex-
cellent and accomplished man. The year in which she
died witnessed also the death of Philippa, lady Rous,
Pym’s mother; and on the occasion of the funeral of

of lady Rous, a permon was delivered by the famous
Charles Fitz-Geoffry 3, which, on its subeequent pub-
lication, he dedicated to Pym.

11In the R.el.ique ‘Wottenians (p 443 some of the “ refractory "> members
ically described :—1st, SirWalter Chute “wha,

tn get the cuinion of a bold men aﬂ.er he had lost that of a wise, fell ane
mmorning into an insipid and unseasonable declamation against the timey ;"
i, Jobn Hoskim, who ‘¢ ia in for move wit, and for Beentiowsness baptued
* 3d, Wentworth, a lawyer, © whose fanlt was, the application of

cectain l.exu in Ezehiel and Daniel, te the matter of lmposulmm 37 ang,
#th, Christopher Nevil, ¥ a young gemleman fresh from the achw}s who
having qat.hered I.osether divert Latin sentences against km%‘ bound them
in & long epeech.”® These are the only named specified, but it in known

npwnrds of ten men were committed.
* Jee the Journals, .
3 Farcuricus notices of thiswriter see Wood's Ath. Oxon. vol §i. p 607,=
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4 BRITISH ETATEWMEN.

¢ I present you here,” he writes in this dedication,
“ with that whereat you could not be present, yoar
dearest mother’s funerall, —a labour I could willingly
have spared, if God had been g0 pleased. But seeing
the great Disposer hath otherwise decreed, I gladly
publish what I sorrowfully preached. NMeither will I
use that triviall apology for this publication - the im-
portunitie of frienda. I confess mine embition to divulge
my observance of that house to which I owe my best
endeavours. . ... What the religious cares of others
recaived with some comfort, I here offer to your judicious
eye ; that as you are interested in the same sorrows, so
you may be partaker of the same comforta Poor, 1
confasse, are these of mine to those rich ones which the
rare gifts of nature and grace afford to yourselfe ; yet
herein I would have you symbolize with the great ones
of this world, who, although they possess whole cities
and kingdoma, will yet accept an offer of & few acres.”

¢ Youmay well take up,” Fitz-Geoffry continues to
Pym, * the complaint of the pathetical prophet — ¢ 1
am the men that have scen afliction:" o great affliction,
first, ity being deprived of a most loving, holy, helpfull
wife ; whose learning rare in that sex, whose virtues raver
in this age, whoee religion the rarest ornament of all the
rest, could not choose bt level the sorrow of losing her
with the former comfort of enjoying her. This crosse
is now seconded with the losse of a dear mother, and
such & mother us was worthy that sonne, who was
worthy such & wife. With the prophet's complaynt 1

Mere's Wit's Commonwesalth, part il —and Censurs Litersds. He was
thonght a ** high tawering falcon ' In poetry, on the strength of & really
fine andloftily written account, in Latin verse, ofthe life, and actions of Sip
Francis Drake Hin minor compositions are touched with grace and fegl-
ing. .1 cannnot resist concluding this note with the foliowlng quaint linea
by Hayman, ingeaioualy descriptive of a personal defect of Fitz. L .,
Blind Homer you do equaline,
Th m waw mi-e with none than with moet eyes :
Cur Chaucer, who wrote quaintly neat,
In verse you match, equal bt in coneait
Fearured yos are ke Horer in ome eye,
Rightly saruewed the son of Geoflyy.
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deubt not but you also take up his comfort — ¢ It ia
good for 2 man that he beare the yoke in his youth.'”

“I bave fairly gayned by this publication,” the writer
concludes, “ if hereby you take notice of my thankful-
besse 10 yourselfe ; the world of my serviceablenesse to
my patron.  If God shall conferre a farther bleming
(@ commonly he doth in all good attempts) that as
ome received comlort in hearing, so many may be edi-
fied by reading these my weake endeavours : this I shall
®eteeme my happinesse. In this hope, bequeathing the
micceme o him who is able to doe above il that we
o doe or thinke, yonrselfe to hia chiefest blessing, my
beg affections to your worthy selfe, — remaineth yours
in &l love and duty. Cmanres Firz-Georrry.” !

! Death's Sermon untothe living, delivered at the funecalof the rellgious
Indy FPhilippa. 4to. 1680,  From the sermaon iteelf ane or two Eoinu. touch-
ing on Lhe personal ebaracteristics of Pym's mother, will be thought worth
fatictng. ¢ Expect not,” sayh the preacher, that  should speake of

aucestors, and meke that the beq'mning af her prayse, which is rather
1be prayse of others,” From the bllowing it in evident that the Grst bus-
band of lady FPhilippa, the father of Pym, mwust have died very soon after
Pra'vbirth, She 1 spoken of al “ A comfortable helper to her loving
hﬂlband_[h:r sevond husband}, end no wmsll support of s great & house for
wore than thirtie years' confimiance, —and an especiall omament unto
Htaliti¢, the long-continued praise of that howse.” One of the con.
T of the 18 elog Ty descriptive of this excellent

Ll T -.“%he. who not long sithence came cheerfully unto this
@ the Lord's dry (as her godly manner was)] hath caused us mournfuliy to
Tparre hither on this day. She who used to come in her cosch, is now
arned in & coffin, She who used to heare attentively and look steadfastly
00 the prescher, fa here now (s0 much of her as remaineth) but can neither
#e nor hear the Emcher; but in silence preacheth +a the preacher him-
Wi, and ta every hesrer and beholder, that this 39 the end of afl men.
by her own example (which is the life of preaching) she confirmeth
t;mriu. that neither eyma nor Kutcheons, ner grastness of rtale, nor
Eodliness of life, nor gifta of mind, nor scbriety of diet, nor art of physicke,
nor hughand's care, coat, nor diligence of attendants, hor children’s” tears,
oot sighs of agrvants, nor prayers of the church, can except us from that
tommen condition 5 for if they could, e had not seen this great and sad

moﬁ{. here this day.”

Woerthily, from the bosom of such a mother, cen we imagine young
instructed to the great achievements of hin afier life! “ The bo,r,"
M gy great poet Wordeworth, ' ie father to the man ;" so aleo, antici-
pting Wordsworth, Chnrles Fitz-Geoffry said in this very sermon. The
Passge it queint and -urlous, but pregnant with meaning.  Speeking from
thelext of death, be suddeniy breaks forth'thus — For that és the end of af}
Man s, a4 It were, A book; his birth ia the title-page; his baptiam,
the spistle dedicatory ; his groans and crying, the epietie to the reader ;
ki infa and chitdhood, the arg t oy af the wholr samving
frestiye ¢ Lie life prwd sctions, the subject ; his erimes and errom, the faulty
Mcaperd ; hin ey , the 1 Now there are some large vo-
birmew in folio, some iittle ones in sixteens ; some are fayrer bound, some
ToeT ; same in strong vellum, spme {n thin paper; some whose subject
ety and godliness, some (a.nd tao many such) pamphlets of wentonesss

B 8




6 BRITIFH BTATESMEN,

Pym was now left with fiee youung children, two sone
and three davghters!; and he did not marry agein.
““ What he was from that moment,” eays a learmed
contemporary divine, Dr. Biephen Marshall, ““ was only
for the public good ; in and for this he lived —in and
by this he died. It was his meat and drink ; his work,
his exerciee, his recreation, his pleasure, his ambition;
his arr.” Suoch enthusiastic expressions may justly de-
gcribe his general eourse of life thenceforward ; though
the reader will be careful not to construe them too
literally, Pym never was a candidate for the bonours
of macelicism : he required somethiug besides an im-
peachment to dine upon, and wes not content with
supping off a religious committee: nor ever, it must
be added, did the heavy distraction of public affairs
bewilder him from that affectionate care towards his
children, which is ohserved upon by many of those who
were about him, and which was afterwards richly re-
compensed. In this respect he was more fortunate
then his friend Eliot. His second son, Charles, after-
wards eat with him?, a fellow-labourer, in the Long
Parliament ; and the name of his eldest son, John, ap-
pears in the returne of the short parliament ¥, and also
in the list of those gallant parliamentarians who were
severely wounded at the battle of Newbury.

On the essemhling of the parliament of 1620-21,
Pym again took in seat for Calne. A series of truly
disgraceful events 4 had filled up the interval since che
and folly; but in the last page of every one, there stands a word which
in finir, and this s the last word in every book.  Scch ia the life of man :
some langer, some shotter, some stronger, nome weaker, some (Rirer, some
coarver, same holy, some profane 3 — but death comes in Lke finig at the
last, to clage up the whole ; for thai ix the end of ail men."”

1 See the Periect Diurnall, No. 21. from 11th of Dec. tathe 18th of Diec. 1643,

i For the Devonahire borough of Beeraletone, See the returns,

2 Which met in April, 160, He sat for Paol, in Doreetshire.

4 See Llfe of Strafford pp. 201,202, Let an intelligent foreigner describe
the state of the pubte maind during the progress of these evenle. ™ Con.
wider, for pity's sake,” runs one of Count Harley de Beaumant’s reporta,
# what must be the state and condition of s prince, whom the preachers
publicly from the pulpit aesail ; whom the di of the tropoli
cavertiy bring upon the stage ; whose wife attends these representations in
order"to enjoy the laugh againgt her husband; whom the parliament braves
and despises, and who is universally hated by the whole people.”  Let me

complete the picture by referring the reader to authorities at p. 28, of my
former wolume,




JOHN PYM, i

last dissclution ; but one of these evenin had been at-
tended with a great reult in attaching air Edward
Coke to the popular party. Hampden also in this
year firet entered the House of Commone ; and, in the
preparstions for the sesgion, we observe the flrst form-
ation of the aystem of parliamentary party which has
brought guch great results, for good and ill, in England.
The men who were foremost in opposition to the court,
whether in or out of the House of Commons, held
constant meetings at the house of the great antiquary,
sir Robert Cotton, in Westminster. Here assembled,
for a common purpose, the men of learning and of
action — the intellectual and morl power of England.
Here were the Pyms and Seldens leagued ; Camden,
. Coke, Noy, Btowe, Spelman, Philipa, Mallory, Digges,
Usher, Holland, Carew, Fleetwood, end Hakewell, ac-
knowledged a common object here, The famous
library of sir Robert Cotion, now the priceless property
of the nation, furnished to these meetings the prece-
dents from which theirmemaorablereaolutions were taken ;
and from within its walls the statutes of the great days
of England were, one by one, unrolled, and launched
in succession upon the popwar mind. May we not,
with elight alteration, apply to it the matchless language
of Milton? “Behold now that mansion-house of
liberty, encompassed and eurrounded with Ged's pro-
tection ; behold that shop of war, with its anvils end
hammer working, to fashion out the plates and instru-
ments of armed justice in defence of beleagmered truth ;
behold the pens and heads there, sitting by studious
lamps, musing, searching, revolving new ootions and
ideas, wherewith to present, as with their homage and
their fealty, the approaching reformation!”

If the courtiers drooped, then, at the last parliament,
how much more reason had they to sink down at this !!

1 The count Harley de Beaument, writing from Engiand & manth before
this papiament mel, oheerves:—** Audecious language, offensive pictures,
ealumninus pamphlels, these usual fore-runners of elvil war, are common
by, and are symmplome doubly strong of the bitter temper of men's minds ;
berause in this countTy men are in generai batear regulated, or by the gnmi
administrution of jusiice, are more kept within the sphere of their duties,

B 4



a BRITHH STATESMEN.

1t required all the energy and intellect of lord Bacon—
who had then, just on the eve of his terrible fall
attained to the highest surnmit of official rank, power,
and fane— to reassure and strengthem them. Never,
be told the Ling, would he have a better chance of me-
cees with a parliament than now, if, taking advantage
of the univerasl depression of the protestant interest
ahroad, he humoured the anti-catholic geal of the popu-
lar perty by ssking money from them in support of a
crusade to be undertaken in behalf of the interests of
protestantiam, ! James could only half undermand his
chancellor's purpose; and in the speech to the commons
on their day of meeting, having subetituted his owm
jargon for Bacon’s grave and cantious periods 2, he ma-
naged to foil it completely. What he said to them was
meant to be conciliatory, tmt it was & feeble mixture of
threats and supplications.

The commona listened eoldly, and, on ita conclusion,
turned to the comsideration of their privileges. They
complained, in srong terms, of the imprisonment of the
members at the dose of the last parliement for their
conduct in that house, and broadly asserted that to the
house itself belonged alone the right of judging and
punishing every breach of decorum committed within
its walls, The king in vain attempted to parry this re-
monstrance, and was at last obliged to defer to it by a

Yet I doubt thatee! grest action will come of it, inasmuch a the king

will, In caxe of n wurely join the stronger party.”  This was correctly

gueated ; for most certainly, had James been in the place of Charles, l.ha

cﬂﬁl;“ would not hnve{'een. A little blustering, sod he would have
1€

¥ i ‘lee Bacon" uworlu, ol v op. 571, 539 Alkin's Life of James T, vol 1i,

gp — 148, Rushworth, vol. 4. p.‘w, £1. Parl History, vol. 7 pp 0G—

19, Lingurd, vol ix {8va ad,) Ep —245.

3 This expreuion may startle those who sre acquainted with the school-
muaster tone of Bacon in addreumg parliaments generally,pet &lnl:e athis
wee for Dt " which ladrawn up with very great
eloquence, will show l.hst it i not muplmd. He ohwrveu. at Ita con.
¢lusion, * that in m)ect of 20 long intermi of & , the times
may have introduced some things 6t te he Nfbrmnd elther by nel’ !.awl or
by the moderate desires of our loving mubj d to us,
wherein we shall ever be noleu read t give them all gracaom uhsfactlun
than their own heartacan desire," gacun '¥ subseguent arrogant speech ta
this very parliament —the Illllghtj‘ spirlt going before & fall 1 — 1o not for
an instant to be weighed against this &nd posltian,
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solemn asurance that as he had already granted, so it
wae his intention thenceforward to maintsin, that liberty
of speech which was demanded by his faithful com-
mona. Upon recciving this mesmsage, they voted fweo
eubeidies, but without tenthe or fifieenths ; so amall a
eum, in fact, thet it only left the king more completely
at their feet Jumes hereupon, with his umual clever
folly, returned them thanka in the most grateful teyms,!
Though the supply waseamall, he prefen'ed it, he told
them, w milliona, because it was so freely given ; Ia.ntly,
be exhorted them, in the exuberance of hia cunning, to
apply to the redresa of the national grievances, asmuring
them that they wonld always find him resdy “to do
more than meet them half way,' 2

. Avoiding, with quiet iudifference, the royal snare
thus set for them, the leaders of the house at ance pro-
poeed Lo restrict their literal acceptation of his majesty's
speech to the latter half of it only. They sent him back
resclutions from their committees of inguiry, levelled
againat certain notorions monopolists, who had long
crippled the freedom of English trade?, and agminst

1 Haa Roger Coke’s Dietection, part, i p-

3 See&the Journals of the House of Commnm, B 523, Parl Hist. vol v
.
lp!. yee patent monapoheu hart been the especial mbiject of 1 #lon In
the meetings of the opposition, s aluees of the highest degree of enpr-
mity, —they were thoee fior the licensing of Inns ; the heemlng:f]lcstelnes,
and the manufacturs of gold thread ; in which two notorious prajectors
Mompessor and Michel, were pretty generally known to be only the
ngexite of Buckingham and his Fami By virtue of the two first, the
putentees were enabled to exact for ¢ it l.u:encec whateyar sumsa the:
pleased ; and o the refusal of innk 1] ply wit
their umtraq_h tortions, they fined or threw them into priscn at their
e

discretion. knaveries am:l | appresaions ptacmed under the authotity
of the thind patent were The thread
o scandalously debasod with copper, that it was said to corrode the hands

of the artificers and the flesh of tflose who wove it This adulteraled
article they vendad at &n ayhitrary and exorbitant pebee ; and if they de.
tected any petsons in making or seiling a better and rheuper article, they
were empowered to fine and imprison :urh interlopers, wlthwtllw,
whilrt a clguse in their patent es from zll acts to
'hmh they woitld ctherwise have been llable in consequence of these at-
b the liberty and perty of their fellow.subjects, and of the
search, even in private houses, which they smumed. [AKin's
Jamet the First, vol it p. 207. msard, vol. ix. p. 247, 244)  “ (khers,”
-y Hac-h;t “ lr::!lhm:;r,atgd aslmu’ll: :hpack of cheszeru, who procured the
mmpouo read,which, with their spi
b{ued? These gilt ﬂleu were the bolder, Bmu!e st Edward Vll.
luu was ia their indenture of amociatien, t.ho'u,gh not named in their
patenit." — Scrimia Reserala, p. 490
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the signet office, and have collected almost forty, which

1 have hung in one bracelet and are fit for revocation

Damp afl these by one proclamation, that the world may
e that the king, who is the pilot that sits st the helm,
4 ready to play the pump, to eject such filth as grew
noisome in the nostrils of his people.”! Ultimately
this was accepted as a piece of wise counsel, and, ob-
wrves Hacket, “ out of thia bud the dean’s? advance-
ment very shortly apread out into a blown flower.”

Bir Edward Villiers fled ; sir Giles Mompesson —
the original of Massinger's ('verreach—and his eresture
@r Francis Michel, were impeathed and degraded;
0d many minor offenders were swept down in the same
fighteous storm of popular indignation, above which,
moving and directing, Pym was seen pre-eminent. 8o
edpecially active was he about those affairs at thia time,
that the king, as we learn fromthe authority of Anthony
@ Wood, singied him out from the rest of the members
a8 & man of * a very ill-tempered apirit.” 3

The most melancholy duty of this famous parliament
Temaindd to be performed, to the world's wonder and
g lasting loss. On the 15th of March, sir Robert
Philips reported to the hounse, as chairman of one of its
tommittees of inquiry, that they had received inform-
ation respecting a case of bribery which ¢ touched the
bongur of so great & men, so endowed with all parts both
of nature and art, aa that he would say no more of him,
5ot being able to say enough.”¢  We turn aside, with

i See Hacket's Serinia Resersta, 1p. 49, 50,

* Willisma woa at thia time dean of Westminster.

2 Ath. Oxon woliil. p. 7. Wood adds, as some set-off s the Xing's opi.
biog, that Pyro was not without great esteem et the time, as a ™ person of
mhla:ﬁuage, voluble tongue, and considerable knowialge in the com-

4 See the Commons* Journals, 530—563.  Parl. High, val. v, p. 350,
Bushworth, vol i p. #5. State E.Fi’il!&, vol ii. p. 1088, Clarendon and
Carte have striven to represent the impeachment of Bacon as the result of
wivate pique and resentment —in the one case, on the part of Coke; in
the other, on that of Buckinghaw., Whatever may have been the truth in
either case, the commens, having had the charges submitted to them, had
borescuree but that shich they adopted ; and the and tendermess
exhibited by them, during the whole of the proceedings, towaris the illus,

accyused, was n:uly remarkable. I ehould add that, though Coke did

Dot appeary [ 1y, hix duct In endeavouring to implicate Bacon in
Mompenon's crimes, favours the suppolition of his having done his hest
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deep regret and eelf-humiliation, ac the thought of the
disgrace of lord Bacon; but, careless of the influence
of Pope's worthless and senseless distich 1, it is only just
that we should remember, in some reassurance of the
goodness a8 well s greatnesa of the intellect, that Ba-
con’s mubmission was wrung from him by the mean and
paltry spite of Buckingham?; that he was not con-
fronted with his accusers; never cross—examined any
of the witneses againat him ; never adduced any on his
own behalf. It becomes us, therefore, uaing his own
moat affecting appesl, to give to that submoisston “a
benign interpretation ; for words that come from wasted
spirits, and an oppressed mind, are more safe in being
deposited in 8 noble conatruction, than in being circled
with any reserved caution. When the book of hearts
shall be opened, I hope I shall not be found to have the
troubled fountain of & corrupt heart, in & depraved
habit of taking rewards to pervert justice; howscever
I may be frail, and parteke of the abuses of the times.”
It was with this feeling, the manly and earnest mind of
Jonson contemplated Bacon's fall; for he had cele-
brated his prosperity; and would not shrink from him
in his years of adversity and sorrow. ‘* My conceit of
hin person was never increased towards him by his
place or honours ; but I have and do reverence him for

s move the original comealtoee of inguity. See the Jou'rnats of March #h,
ang Carte iv. T4,

1 “ If parts allure thee, think how Bacon shined

The witest, greatest, meanest of mankind!*

One of these superlatives must be questioned ~ Jet Lhe commaon sense of
1he reader determine which,

1 It wil Probobiy be in the reader’s recollection that a servant of Bacon's
subsequentiy said very distinctly, that his lord was absclutely prohibited by
the king from making his defence. This may be questioned ; but can it be
questioned that, had n not been restralned éither by a positive com-
mnand of James, ar at jeast by a knowledge of what oiust be the royal wish he
might have pallialed his offence in a very grest degtee ¥ Many of the al-
leged bribes were, in reality, the pli to.ch Nors ; and

the worst of his delinguencies Buchngimu was tha soic instigaor — the
great cause and origin; ax aoy one who reads the now published corre=
apondence of Bacon and Buckingham, will see to be established beyand a
dout.  To this, indeed, lord Bacon eiludes, in this memoriel of "access
tothe King in 1622 “Ofmya far ba it from me to sy, Daf veniam

corwi, verat cengurs colwmbas, but 1 will say chat T havs good warrant, -

for ¢ lm were not the greatest offenders In Israel on whom the wali ot
Shils ail * ** i

B



10HN PYE. 18

the grestness that was only proper to himself, in that he
seemed to me ever, by his words, one of the greatest
men, and most worthy of admiration, that had been in
many ages. In his adverwity I ever prayed that God
wonld give him strength, for greamess he eould not
want, Neither could I condole in a word or syllable
for him, as knowing no aecident coudd do harm to
virtue, but rather help to make it manifest.”
Suengthened by the great good they bad already
achieved, Pym and the other leaders of the country
party in this famous parliament, now addressed them-
selves to subjects which, while they deeply interested
the religious feelings of the people, involved, as they
well knew, some of the most dearly cherished preju-
dices of the king, A war for the recovery of the protest-
ant cause in the palatinate ; some repeal of the indul-
gence granted to catholies in the non-execution of the
penal lawa; destruction of those treaties that had been
concluded with the king of Bpain and the emperor, to
the heavy discouragernent, as it wae generally felt, of
protestantimm ; and finally, arvest of the negotiations
now carrying on for the marriage of the prince of
‘Wales with the Spanish infanta ; — these questions, day
by day, gathered formidable inflzence in the house, and
ai last, in the utter absence of any signs of immediate
supply, effectually alarmed James. He lost termnper and
patience, and, suddenly dropping the mask he had worn
o ill, sent an intimation to the House of Commons that
he expected them to adjourn aver the summer. This was
received with extreme dissatisfaction ; much angry par-
leying followed ; but after some days’ delay both houses
were gdjourned by royal commission, The commons,
bowever, before separating, voted a solemn declaration of
iheir resolve to spend their lives and fortunes in defence
of the protestant cause ! (the reader will keep in view
what has been already urged 2 respecting the inseparable
connection of this cause in that day with civil freedom);
and this declaration waa “sounded forth,” says a per-

! Parl HisL vl v. p. 478, TR * Siee Life of Elict, . 16.
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son who waa present, “ with the voices of them all,
withal lifting up their hate in their hands so high as
they could hold them, as a visible testimony of their
unanimous consent, in quch sort, that the like had scarce
ever been seen in parliament.” -

A recess of five months followed, in l.he course of
which the whole church was thrown inte confusion, and
the king's theology suffired a great eclipse. The cause
ie worth adverting to, in illustration of the personal
poditions of the dignitaries of the church ; for it waa
agninst this clags of men, according to lord Clarendon,
that Pym first showed himself ¢ concerned and pas-
gionate.” !

The good easy archbishop Abbot happened to have
joined the lord Zouch on a hunting party at Bramzhill
Park, in Hampshire. Here his grace, having singled out a
buck one morning, «“ and warned the company to be on
their guard,” took his aim, and, as the accounts say,
 through migtake or want of skill,” ehot the keeper of
the park, who was passing over the ground on horse-
back. A verdict of unintentional homicide was re-
turned ; but the opportunity was too happy to be loat,
wherefore a pack of his grace’s reverend opponents set
in full cry after him, urging that by the canon law,
he had become incapable of holding any ecclesiasti-
cal preferment, or exercicing any ecclesinstical func
tion. His leading opponents were no les than four
bishops elect, all of whom, under the circumstances,
refused to receive consecration at his hands, and took
their stand, very pathetically, upon impassable scruples
of conscience, to which it would of course be a grosa
inmalt to suggest that, with two at least of these four
reverend men, the hope of succeeding to the dignity of
the dieabled archbishop must have been strongly present.
It waa in fact noiorious, that Williams and Laud ? en-
tertained this hope. The sober and religious people of
st Eié‘:‘;‘*&..:&ﬁ of lgv:gfy spars weandiog with Abbot, who had o
severnl occasions at O ford and him of tha

HAoman catholic tendencien oT'dmrmel maintained by hlm in’ his acede-
mical exertiseL
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England were, meanwhile, attentively listening, and
from the high places in church and state nothing was
to be heard but an agitation of the momentous question
of whether the amusements of hunting end shooting
were gllowahle in a bishop. James enffered al] the
threes of the strongest theological conceptions, but
brought nothing forth. In despair of his own delivery
bo at last appointed a coramiesion of prelates and canon-
ints: they could not agree ; but, by way of a compromise,
the majority proposed that Abbot should be sheolved
from all irregularity ed majorem caulelam.  An ago-
nising question fallowed — Where was the ecclesiastical
siperior to absolve the tmetropolitan? A brilliant
thought at last relieved the unprecedented difficulty. It
was suggested that the king, s head of the church; pos-
sewmid exactly that plenitude of power which in Roman
catholie countries resided in the pope.  Whereupon
James ismed his triumphant commands to the eight
consecrated hishops, and Abbot was pardoned forthwith,
upon the issue of 8 molemn declaration from the con-
clave, that ° the hunting aforesaid was decent, modest,
and peaceable.” !

The parliament assembled in November, and in some
anget at the imprisonment of one of their members,

! This will probably be pronounced to hare been, upon the whole, & wise
a8 well a4 important deciston, and in certainly not without even present ap.
icalion to Affhiza of this sort. There is a kind of huniing, now—a.da‘ys,
iged oecasionally try clergymen and archdeacons, which is any thing
bat decent and peaceable.  Buck-shoeting, even at the occaslonal risk of
an acridental loss of life, aa in his grace of Canterbury’s case, is in teality
nothing to it, 1t may be very much the lshion, thetefore, when we see a
Dyinister of the gospel partridge-shooting or fox-huntin. , to pull forth our
bitdes, and make a parade of our rcguaintance with Paul and Timothy :
bat the propriety of the practice is really more than doubtful; since tha
tonseguenc e may be such ai ko put soclety under serious dizodiigntion o
the rash hinderer of clerical pastimes, A pheasant ia more allowable game
then & peswant. When Domitisn left off Ay.killing he tock to Killing
Romas citizens; and our times have witnessed less intocent amusements,
o6 the part of the clergy, than the sports of the fleld.  As for the silence of
boly writ about detonators, it 1s not morze silent about detonators than
abotit 1awn sleeves amil mitres; and, besides, if it saya nothing for them, it
certainly anys nothing against.  * IF you aust drink, * aays the ordinary of
Mewgate, to Mr. Jonathan Wild, ** if you must drink, let us have & bowl
of punch ; 8 liquor I the rather prefer, as it ia no where spoken egainet in
ll:ripture." The same reason holds for an archhishop's or archd ‘s dog
| gur, with precisely the same foree.
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gir Edwyn Sandys !, during the recess, Some few days
after their meeting, Pym seconded eir Edward Coke
in moving, as one of their first resolutions, that they
should remonstrate with the king on the causes of the
public discontent then prevailing, and point out the re-
medies. A petition was accordingly prepared ; suggesting,
among other things, prince Charles's marriage with &
protestant ; and that the king should direct his’efforta
againet that power (Spain), which first maintained the
war against the protesiant cause in the palatinate. 2
This petition waa opposed hy the court party es utterly
without precedent: the chancellor of the duchy said
that ** it was of o high and transcendent & nature, he had
never known the like within those walls,” Privately,
mesnwhile, a copy of it had been sent to the king, on

! Sandys had been placed under arrest with Selden, not then 4 member
of the Houge ; also lords Oxford'and Southampton, Sutoliff deap of Exeter,
the bishop of Bangut, sit Christopher Neville, sir G, Leeds, and Brise, a
puritan Foini ;— after Ination before the council, aod a short
confinement, they were restoved to liberty. See Camden’s Annale of
James 131, Kennet's Histary, vol. i, p. 657, Thelrofencegare not sssigned,
but it would seem they bad indulged Io talking * aregne fmperd,” spsinst
& royal proclsmation, Secretary Calvert was commissionad by the king to
declare that Sandys, the only member eomimitted, had not been committed for
apy parliamentary matter, and air Thomas Wentworth even discountenanced
the regenting it as & breach of privilege. But it is diffcult to doubt the
cauee of Sandys' itment. See Del and Journals,

¥ Se¢ Ruahworth, vol. L. p. 40. This remonatrance, it bes been truly enid,
was fitted to disconcert all the projects of Jumes: it penetrated without
reserve lnta the deepeet racersed of thode arcanc imperis which he held so
dear and s0 sacred; it procleimed the futility of thoee negotiations in
which he hed exposed himsglf to become the dupe of Spain and the laugh-
ing-stock of Furope; it warned him that his arbitrary suspension aof Lews
would be no longer borne with ; il teught him that the darling project of
elliance which had prompted all thess sacritices of dignity and principle
was contemplated with abhorrence ; and, above all, that the purses of the
Enghish people would never be cpened to him but in the cause of pro-
testantiem and the liberties of Germany, against the great catholic league,
the emperor, and especially the king of Spain. The following passape
closed the petition : == ¥ Thie is the sum and efect of aur humble dectarn_
tion, which we (nowaya imtending to press upon yowr mafesiy's wndoudted
and regal prerogative} do with the fulness of our dufy and alleginnce
homhbly submit to your most princely consideration: the glory of God,
whoee cause it ja; the zeal of our true religion, to which we have heen
born, and wherein by God's we are resolved to die; the safety of
your majesty’s person, who is the very life of your people ; the heppirens
of your childrem and pesterity, the honour and of the churck and
atate, dearer untc us than our own lives — having kindled these afectionn
truly devoted to your majesty.” The words in italica wera not in the peti-
tion as frit proposed to the house, hut were Inserted in the couree of the
debate on it to meet some pernples of the time.  See Jourpals, Parl, Hist.
vol. v. p. 489, and Alkin% Jemes, vol. iL, p. 275-7,
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whom it took sudden and desperate effect.  Calvert and
Weston, secording to Wilson, ““had aggravated the
matter 1o him, with all the acrimony they could, so far
a8 to reflect npon particular persons that were the most
active instruments in it,” 1 Foremost smong the per-
sond 50 named were Pym, Coke, and Philipa.  Aecord.
ingly from Newmarket, whither he had gone at the
time, “ to be farther from the spund of thst noise of
the discontent of the coramons,” James instantly dis-
patched & letter to the speaker complaining of the in.
fluence poesessed by some certain 2 ¢ fiery, popular, and
turbulent spirits " in the lower house, forbidding them
to inquire into the mysteries of state; or to concern
themselves about the marriage of his aon ; or w touch
the character of any prince, his friend or ally; or to
intermeddle with causes which were submitted to the
decision of the courts of law ; or even to send to him
their petition, if they wished him 1o hear or answer it ;
and, finally, to recollect that he (king James) thought
himself ¢ very free and ahle to punish any man’s mis-
demeanours in parliament as well during their sitting
na after : which we mean not to' spare hereafter, upon
any occasion of any maen's insolent behaviour there
that shall be ministered unto us: and if they have al-
ready touched any of these points, which we have for-
bidden, in any petition of theirs which is to be sent
unto us, it is our pleasure that you shall tell them, that
except they reform it before # come to our hands, we
will not deign the hearing nor anawering of jt.” 3

From the date of this letter — the 3d of December,

! Ser Wilson, in Kennet's Histery, vol. Hi. p. 740
* The followitg, which stands upon the journals, immediately after the
ki_llmf‘s letrer, is an evidence of Pym's quick resclution and high conrage t—
“'Mr. Prm saith that the words of * fiery, popular, and turbulent, * are 1aid
bis majesty on ihe whole Sowde ; Far since e Lave not pupished or quer-
d any pick, but {as the letter eaith) been led by their propoeitiom, it
n the act af the whole house. He desireth, a petition may be from ustp
the king, 0 knoto who his majesty hath deen informed hosr fzry turkue
bewmt speritx are, thal we may juslify curselves, and clear the house of the

taint of those worde.”™

3 Pwrl Hist. vol. v. p. 4%, Aoger Coke’s Declaration, vol. i, p, 118, ed, 165¢

YOL . ¢



18 BRITIEH STATESMEN,

1621 — may be dated the commencement of the kind
of open warfare of antagonist principles which ended
in the destruction of the Stuart race, The historian
Hume confesses that it was **rash and indiscteet ' in
the king thus to risk the ¢ tearing off that sscred veil
which had hitherto covered the English constitution,
and which threw an obscurity upen it, so sdvantageous
to royal prerogative ;. every man began to indulge himself
in political reasonings and inquiries ; aod the same fac-
tione which commenced in parliament, were propagated
through the nation.”! Would the philosopher have
thought James rash and indiscreet, if his letter had proved
successful? The truth was, that, backed hy all the power
of the executive, and with all the prisons of the tower
at hiz command, James's venture was perfectly in ac-
cordance with Hume's principles. He had, however,
miscalculated the characters of the men opposed to him ;
the great majority of whomn were already, for life or
death, devoted to the achievement of a popular and re-
gponsible government in England.

In the spirit of men so lesgued their reply to this
letter was framed. The' greatest respect temnpered the
most resolute firmness, Bome abstract of thia docu-
ment will find s fitting place here, since Pym was one
of the most active members 2 of the committee appointed
to draw it up, and it is, besides, of the last importance
that .the reader chould distinctly undemstand the exact
ground that was occupied by the opposing parties in
this, the firet open contest between the English par-
liament and the English king.

They began by professing their sorrow at the dis-
pleasure shown by his majesty;s letter 10 the speaker ;
while they took comfort to themeelves in the assurance
of his grace and goodness, and of their own faithfulness
and loyalty. They entreated that their good intentions
might ¢ not undeservedly suffer hy the misinformation
of partial and uncertain reports, which are ever unfaith.

1 Hisf, vol. ¥. p. B2 quartc ed ¥ See Journals.
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fol imelligencers ;* but that his majesty would vouch-
wafe lo understand from themselves, and not from others,
whet their humble petition and declaration, resolved
upon by the univeraal voice of the house, did contain.
They beseeched, also, that his majesty would not hence.
forth give credit to private reports against all or any of
lhe members of that house, an whom they themselves
thould not have inflicted s censure ; but that they might
ever “gtand upright™ in his royal judgment. Ad-
verting, then, to the cause of their assembling in parlia-
went, and to the particulars of information laid before
bem by his majesty’s command, they inferred that
they “ were called to o war,” and certainly with the
king of Spain, who had five armies on foot, and who
was known to have occupied the lower Palatinate ; and
hence they took credit for the unprecedented celerity
and alaerity, with which their zeal for his majesty and
his posterity had prompted them to proceed in voting
the necessary supplies, and considering of the mode
of conducting hostilities. To thia they added, that
dlthough they could not conceive that the honour and
eafety of hia mgjesty and hia posterity ; the patrimony
of hig children, invaded and possessed by their enemies ; _
the welfare of religion and the state of the kingdom :
were matters at eny time unfit for their deepest con-
gideration in time of parliament, — yet that, st this
time, they were clearly invited to it; and that the men-
tion of popish recusants, and whatever said touching
the bonour of the king of Spain — in which, however,
Lhey contended that they had obeerved due bounds— had
necessarily arisen out of the subject. Next they dis-
claimed all intention of invading his majesty’s un-
doubted prerogative in disposing of his son in marriage ;
Yut maintained that, as the representatives of the whole
commons of England, who have a large interest in the’
prosperity of the king and royal family, and of the
fate and cormmonwealth, it became them o offer their
mpinicn respecting this matter. On these conaiderations,
c 2
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they hoped that his majesty would now be pleased to
receive their petiion und declaration at the hands of
their messengers, to read and favourably to interpret it,
and to give answer ta as much of it as relates to popish
priesta and recusants, to the pessing of hills, end to
pardons, The dedaratdon ended thus: — “ And
whereas your majesty doth seem to abridge as of the
ancient liberty of parliament for freedom of speech,
jurisdicton, and just liberty of the house, and other’
yroceedings there (wherein we trnst in God we shall
bever tranggress the bounds of loyal and dutiful smub-
jecta) ; a liberty which we assure ourselves 50 wise and
50 just a king will not infringe, the same being our an.
cient and undoubted right, and an inheritance received
from our ancestors; without which we camnot freely
debate, nor clearly discern of things in question before
us, nor truly inform your majesty; in which we have
been confirmed by your majesty’s most gracious farmer
speeches and messages : — we are, therefore, now again
enforced, in all humbleness, to pruy your majesty to
allow the same, and thereby to take away the doubia and
scruples your majesty's laie letter to our speaker hath
wrought upon ws” !

This declaration, with the original petiton, was
carried to the king at Newmarket by Pym and eleven
other members deputed by the house. * Chairs!”
cried the king, as they entered the presence chamber,
* Chairs ! here be twal' kynges comin’!” In the inter-
view which followed he refused to receive the original
petition ; arid, sa Roger Coke expresses it, after reading
the second declaration, * furled all his sails, and re-
solved to tide out this storm of the commona” In
other words, he set to work, and indicted, with his own
hand, an enormously long rejoinder, which may be thus
translated and abridged from the rich Beotch dialect 2
of the original, .

! Rushworth,vol L p.45 ParLHistvol v. p 495 Aikin's James the First,
wel, iL p 958 284, % Roger Colte, vol 1. p. 191
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He began by applyiug to the case some words of queen
Elizsbeth, addressed to an insolent ambassador :— We
locked for an ambassador ; we have received a herald.”
S0, be ssserted, he had looked for thanksgiving from
the commonn for all the ¢ pointa of grace " he had cons
ceded Lo them.  * But net only,” he continues, * have
we heard no news of all this, but contrary, grest com-
plaints of the danger of religion within this kingdom ;
tacily implying our ill government in this point. And
F¢ leave you to judge whether it be your duties, that
wre the representative body of our people, so to distaste
them with ocur government; wheress, by the contrary,
it is your duty, with all your endeavours, to kindle
more and more a dutiful and thankful fove in the peo-
Pit's hearts towards us, for our just and gracions govern.
mest” {n respect to their taxing him with trusting
Wneriain reports and partial informations, he proceeded
thus: * We wish you to remember that we are an old
and experienced king, needing no such lessons ; being
in oor conscience freest of any king alive from hesring
of trusting idle reports;” and as to their petilien in
particular, he went on to say, that he had made their
0¥%D messengers compare the copy of it which they
rought with that which he had received before, which
coresponded  exactly, excepting a concluding eentence
tdded by them afterwarde. Haring thus satisfied hirnself
with a reason which did mot even glance at the grom
breach of privilege complained of, he next told them,
that if, in ignoramce of the eomtents of their petition,
be had received it, to his own great diehonour, he
muld have returned nothing to their messengeras but
that he judged it enlawful and unworthy of an answer,
¥ For,” he observes, ““as to your conclusion thereof, it
% nothing but protestatio contraria facle ; for in the
body of your petition you usurp upon cur prerogative
toyal, and meddle with things far 2bove your reach, and
then, in the eonclusion, you protest the contrary ; as if

e 3
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a robber would take & man's purse, end then protest he
meant not to roh him.” He denied that the com-
munications made by him to the house could in any
manner authorise their proceedings. He had, indeed,
made known that he waa resolved by war to regain the
Palatinate, if otherwise he could not; and had invited
them to advise upon a supply for keeping the forces
there from disbsnding, end raising am army in the
spring. “Now what inference,” he continues, * can be
made upon this, that therefore we must presently de-
nounce war againat the king of Spain, break our dearest
son’s match, and match him to cne of our religion, let
the world judge. The difference is no greater than if
we would tell a merchant that we hed great need to
borrow money from him for raising am army; that
thereupon it would follow that we were bound to
follow his advice in the direction of the war, and all
things depending thereupon. But yet, not contenting
yourselves with this excuse of yours, which indeed
cannot hold water, you come afler to & direct contra-
diction — saying, that the honour and safety of us and
our posterity, and the patrimony of our children, in-
vaded and possessed by their enemies, the welfare of
religion and state of our kingdom, are matters &t any
time not unfit for your deepest coneiderations in parlia-
ment. To this generality we answer, with the logicians,
that where all things are contained nothing i omitted.
8o this plenipotency of yours invesm you with all
power upon earth, lacking nothing but the pope’s, to
have the keys, also, both of heaven and purgatory.
And to this vast generality of yours we can give mno
other answer, for it will trouble all the best lawyers in
the house to make a good commentary upon it. For
80 did the puritan ministers in Scotland bring all kind
of causes within the compass of their juriediction, saying
that it was the church’s office to judge of slander, and
there could be no kind of crime or fault committed but
there was a slander in it, either ageinst God, the king,
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o1 their neighbour : — or like Bellarmine’s distinction
of the pope’s power over kings, in ordine ad spiritualia,
wherehy he gives them ell temporal jurisdiction over
them.” With respect to the war, be then professed in
general terms that he would muffer no consideration,
ot even the marriage of his son, to interfere with
the regtituion of the Palatinate; and boasted that
by his intervention with the king of Spain and the
trchduchess in Flanders, be had already preserved
it from further conquest for a whole year. ¢ But,”
he added, *“because we conceive that ye couple this
warof the Palatinate ; with the cause of religion, we
miet a little unfold your eyes therein.” And he pro-
teeded, in defiance of all historic truth, to lay the whole
blame of the war of Bohemia, and the consequent
oppression of the protestants in Germany, on the ambi-
tion of his son-in-law, and his unjust usurpation of the
rrown of another. He severely reprimanded the par-
Lament, next, for the terms in which the king of Spain
and his inordinate ambition were epoken of in their
petition ; oot to allude to * the particuler ejaculations
of sorne foul-mouthed orators in your houee, against the
honour of that king's crown and state.” Respecting
the prince’s marriage, he professed himeelf indignant
that the house should not place so much confidence in
his religion and wisdom, s4 to rely en his former
declaration, that religion should receive ne injury by it;
and then informed them, that he was already too much
edvanced in the treaty to retract with honour. Afler
much more objurgatory language respecting what he
treats as their unpardonable presumption, quoting the
proverb, Ne rulor ultra crepidam, be condescends—
engraciously enough, but yet out of a sort of ungainly
desire of seeming to conciliate — to explain away, in sorme’
degree, his general prohihition of their meddling with
mattere of governmoent and mysteries of state, aceusiog
them, at the same time, of misplacing and misjudging
his sentences, as “ & scholar would be ashamed =0 to
c 4
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misplace and migjudge any sentences ib another man's
book,” With the following very startling pamage, he st
last concludes:  And although we cannot allow of the
style, calling it your ancient and undoubled right and
inheritance, but could rather have wished that ye had
said that your privileges were derived from the grace
and permission of our anveators and wa — (for most of
them grow from precedents, which shows rather a
toleration than inheritance) — yet, we are plessed to
give you our royal assurance, that ss long ss you con-
tein yourselves within the limita of your duty, we will
be as careful to maintain and preserve your lawful
liberties and privileges as ever any of our predecessors
Were ; lay, 88 10 preserve our own royal prerogatives
So as your house shall only have need to beware to
trench upon the prerogative of the crown ; which would
enforce us, or any juat king, to retrench them of their
privileges that would pare his prerogative and flowers of
the crown. But of this we hope there shall never be
cause given,” 1.

This leiter had not been lomg dispatched, when
symptoms of alarin broke out at the court. Williams
recommended the qualification of its terms < with some
mild and nohle exposition 2 ;” and the king prepared to
adopt this suggestion, after he was 1old that the cotnmons,
on receiving his leteer, had on the instamt sppointed a
committee to prepare a prolest.  Becretary Calvert
accordingly went down to the house with an explanatory
message from the king, wherein, while he reiterated hin
smurances of regpecting their privileges, and tacitly
withdrew the menace that rendered them precarious, he
said that he could not with patience endure kis subjects
to use guch anti-monarchical words to him concerning
their liberties, a8 * ancient and undoubted right and
inheritance,” without subjoining that they were granted

! Parl Hist vol, v

&a7, 507.
2 See hia curious l;l:'r.er in the Clhal.n. r 65 Miss Alkin i In error in
mp-pullng that this was written befors the dispateh of the king's beer,
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by the grace and favour of his predecessors. The house
heard this eoldly, Cnlvert and the other ministers,
ieeing the coming storm, made a still more desperate
effort to svert it, by mdmitting the king's elosing ex-
pressions in the original letter to be imcapable of defence,
and calling them a Wip of the pen at the close of a long
wrver,! Thia availed us lithe as the former. The
lat and worst expedient was then reworted to, and the
dek of the house received notice of instant sdjournment
till the ensuing February.

In thix extremity the leaders of this gresi parlia-
ment aequitted themeelves with memorsble coursge.
Nothing, they mid, should weparate them, till they
had placed om record s protest agamst the monstrons
preiensions of James. The time that remsined to
them was indeed short, but they proved it long
encugh for the accomplishment of an act which ex-
erted a sengible influence on the contest between the
People and the king, up o ita very close. All that
was done in the most celebrated parliaments of Charle
followed, as a npatural consequence, from what was
doge now,

Instantly upon the receipt of this notice of adjourn-
ment, 3 memsage was sent to the eommittee to whom'
the king’s letter had been referred; wome fime passed
in debate meanwhile, and it was not, ws it would
e by the king's subsequent proclamation 2, until  six
t'clock at night, by candle-light,” a thing unprecedented
in thosz days, * that the said committee brought into
the house & protestation (to whom meade appears
Mt} concerning their libertiew” This amertion of
ignorance, on the king's part, as to whom the protest-
$tim was mede, emphalically points out the nobler
Quarter to which it addressed jteelf — the great mass
of the Eoglish people. To them it was made, and,

! ew Halimm'a Court Hist. vol. ii. p. 500,

3 See Parl Hat, vol. v, p. 51416, Memorial of the King’s Reasms for
destroying the Proteviation qf the G ¢ ~




26 BRITISH S5TATESMEN,

sinking into their hearts, met with & fruitful end con-
genial soil. After & long and earnest debate, advane-
ing to a very late hour, the protestation was entered
“ ag of record” wupon the journals, in the following
ever memorable weords: —

¢ The commone now assemnbled in parlisment, being
Jjustly occasioned thereunto, concerning sundry liber-
ties, franchises, and privileges of parliament, do make
this protestation following: — That the liberties, fran-
chises, privileges, and jurisdictions of parliament, are
the ancient and wundoubted birthright and inhe-
ritance of the people of England; And that the
arduons end urgent affaire concerning the king, state,
and defence of the readm, ond of the Church of
England, and the maintenance and making of laws,
and redrem of mischiefs and grievances which daily
happen within thie' realm, are proper subjecta and
matter of council and debate in parliament: And
thet in the handling snd proceeding of those busi-
nesses, every member of the House of Parliament hath,
and of right ought to have, freedom of speech, tw
propound, treat, reason, and bring to conclusion the
same : And that the commons in patliament have like
liberty and freedom, to treat of these matters in such
order as in their judgments shall seern fittest: And
that every member of the said house hath like' freedom
from all impeachment, imprisonment, and molestation,
(other than by censure of the house itself), for or
concerning any epegking or reasoning or declaring of
any matter or mattera touching the parliament, or
parliament business : And that if any of the szid mem-
bers be complained of and questioned for znything
done or said in parliament, the same is to be showed
to the king by the advice and assent of all the com-
mons assernbled in parliament, before the king give
credence to any private information.” !

No time was lost by the courtiers, it may be sup-

{ Rushwearih, vol. L p. 5%
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posed, in commuonicating intelligence of this act to the
king; who inatantly, frantic with spite and outraged im-
berility, hurried up to London from Newmarket, hastily
sssembled around him et Whitehall the privy council
and &ix of the judges. who happened to be in town, sent
for the clerk of the house of comimons, and command-
ing him to produce his journal book, tore out the pro-
leriation with his own hand, and ordered the deed to
be registered by an act of council, His next exploit
was to dissolve the parliament! This he did by pro-
clemation, assigning as the necessity which had driven
him 1o it, the *inordinate Liberty” amsumed by some
" particular members of the house,”—* evil tempered
epirits, who sowed tares among the corn,”?  Finally, he
summened these “ evil tempered spirite” before the
eouneil table, in the persons of Coke, Philips, Pym, and
Mallory, and, having in vain endeavoured to exactsub-
misgivh from them, committed them to éeparate prisons.
I have found, and will here quote, & curious letter,
in illustration of the nature of these imprisonments,
which have been sometimes spoken of by writers of the
court party as though they spoke of matters compara-
tively trifling —a sort of temporary detention, or honour-
able arrest. What follows will show the full extent
of the dangers to which men of high birth and fortune
Were now content to expose themselves, in the hope, by
#ch means, of btill more quickening the sympathies and
strengthening the purposes of the mass of the common
people. It deseribes the capture and imprisonment of
sir Robert Philips, Pym's intimate friend, on the ocea-
! A ludicrous anecdote of what very ominously befell the king on the
tame day, i given In a manuscript letter of the tiine, — ** The parliament
&, on Wednesday, cleane diagolved by proclamation, The eame day hie
maie rpde by coach to Theobald’s to dinner, not intending, as the
speech in, to Teturne till towards Easter.  After dinner, ryding on horze-
Ttk ab i, his horse st led and cast his najestie into the New River,
where the ite brake: he fell in, 0 that nothing but his boots were seene,
&_r Richard Yong was next, wha alighted, went into the water, and lifted
bimout. ‘There came much water out of his mouti and bodie: his
Biajestie rode back to Theobald®s, went into 3 warme bed, and, as we heare,

i well, which God continue.” Harl, MSS. j89.
T Hushworth, vol. L p. 55.
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gion now in question ; and describes, alsa, there can be
little doubt, the course adopted, at the same time and for
the same reason, towards Pym himself. [t is in the
shape of a petition from Francis Philips to king fames,
praying for the release of his hrother, sir Robert.

It is not for myeelf,” he writes, * I thus implore
your majesty’s grace, but for one that is far more worthy,
and in whom all that I am consists, my dear brother ;
who, 1 know not by what misfortune, hath fallen, or
rather been pushed, into your majesty's displeasure ;
not in dark and crooked ways, as corrupt and ill affected
subjects use to walk, and neer to break their necks io ;
but even in the great rwad, which both himeelf and all
good Englishmen that kuow not tbe paths of the court,
would have sworn would have led most safely and most
directly to your majesty’s service from your majesty's
displeasure. There needs no other invention to crusifie
& generons and homest-minded suppliant, upon whom
hath issued and been derived a whole torrent of ex.
emplary punishment, whersin his reputation, his person,
and his estate grievously suffered. For Aaving (upon
the last process of parliament) retived himself to hiz poor
house in the countrey — with hope a while fo breathe
afier thass troublopome affairs, and still breathing nothing
but your majesty’s service — he was sent _for, ere ba had
Jinished his Christmae, by a serjeant af arma, who or-
rested him in Ais own house, with as much flerror as
belonge to the apprehending of freason iteelf: but
(thanks be to God) his conecience never started ; and,
hia obedience herein shewed, it waa not in the power of
any authority to surprize it; Yor af the instant, without
asking one minuls's time of resolution, he rendered him-
seff to the officer’s discretion, who {according to his di-
Tections) brought him up captive, and presented him at
the council-table as a delinquent, from whence he was
as soon committed to the Tower; where ha ever since
hath been kept close prisoner, and that with & sirict o
hand, ag his own beloved wife and myself, Aaving some
time since urgent and unfeigned occasion lo speak with
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bim, aiout some pricals business of his fomily, md
hereupon making humble petition to the lords of your
Bujesties mowt honarable privy council, for the favour
of scees, we were, {0 our greal discomforts, denied it
by reason, ag their lordehips were pleased to declare
Untd us, that he had not eatisfled your majesty fully in
wme points ; which is 8o far from being him fault, us,
I dare say, it in the greateat part of his affliction, that
be s himeelf debarred from the means of deing it.
The Jords commissioners that were appointed by your
Mijesty to examime hie offence, sinece the firat week of
bis imprisgonment, have not done him the honour o be
with him, by which means, not onely his body, but
(the most pert of his mind) hia Inble insentions o
your majesty, are kept in restrmint. May it please,
therefore, your mmost excellent majesty, now ai length,
afler five months’ imprisonment ond artreme durance,
1 ordain such expedition in this caoee, un may stand
with your justice, and yet not avert your mercy: either
of them will serve our turne; but that which is most
3greeable to your royal and graciows inclination will best
accomplish cur desire, Te Jive #iill in close prisen ir
ol one a5 to be buried alive ; and for & man that bath
eny hope of sulvotion, il were betier to pray for the day
of judgment, than to lie languishing in sueh waking
misery ; yet mot ours, but your majesties will be done,”
A subsequent passage of the petition runs thug : —“If
(I say) it be not yet time o have mercy, but that he
ust il remein within the walls of bondage, i0 expiate
that which ke did in these priviledged onss, Ty hope is,
thet he will die at any time for your majesties service,
tnd will find patience to live any where for your ma-
Jesties pleasure ; onely thus much let me beseech your
Tajesties grace, again and agam, not ¢ deny your
humble and most obedient suppliant, that you will, at
keast, be pleased to mitigale the rigour f his sufferings
® far as to grant him the liberty of the Tower ; that
ke may no longer groen under the burthen of those in-
cemmodities which daily prejudice his healtb and for-
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tune, in & higher degree (I believe) than either your
majesty knows or intenda.”

No anewer was returned by the king ; and under this
kind of restraint Pym and his friends were all, with one
exception |, kept close prisoners ?, until, as Roger Coke
states, the breaking of the Spenish match necessitated
the king to call another parliament. Buch sufferings,
however, while they excite all the sympathies of the
heart and mind, are much too high for pity. ““1I had
rather,” said Pym 3 on more than one occasion, 1 had
rather suffer for speaking the truth, than that the truth
should suffer for want of my speaking.” The prisons
of such men are the eanctuaries of philosophy and
patriotism,

The last parlisment of James wes summoned, and
Py, having obtained his release, again sat for Calne.
The proceedings of this parliament bave been followed
so minutely in the biography of Eliot 4, that it is not
necessary to say more here than that Pym's exertions,
during its conlinuance, were chiefly employed upon the
declaratory statute against monopolies, and agsinst the
delinquencies of the lord tressurer Middlesex. i

James died, and Charles sscended the thmne. The
precise condition of affhirs at this juncture has been

i This exception wad in the case of Selden, who, though not a member
of the parliament, had Deen consulted by it, and given very decivive opi-
pione cespecting questions of privilege, He was releated in coneequence
of the sarmest intercession of the subtle Iord k r Wiliama, an extract
from whose letier on this subject addressad ko Buckingham, supplies uas
with one or two curicur hinte of character. * Now, says our artful
Yishop, * poor Mr. Selden petitions your lordship*s mediation and favaur,
He and the world take knowledge of that favour your lordship hath ever
affprded my motions ; and myself, without the motion of any; and so
drzweth me along to entreat for him; the which 1 do the more boldly,
because, by his letter enclosed, he hath absclutelydanied that ever he gave
the least approbation of that power of judiczture larely uaur) by the
house of commens. MY lord, fhe man Aath ezcellent party, which may be
diverted from an affectotion of appause of idle people, to do same gaod and
wureful service fo his majesty, He f3 but young, and it it the firyt 3
that ever he commiited against the king. Tesume, therelore, to leave
him to your lordship’s mercy and chnr‘lgy." agket's Serinis ‘hueratg,
part i, p. 63, Doctor Hacket proceeds, after giving this letter, in hia cha-
racteristic atyle : — * These soit words mollifled anger, and Mr. Selden was

released by the next pacquet that came from the const in progress.

2 Detection, vol, 3, & 130

2 See speech on the journals of the last parliament of James; also on
the 17th March, 1541,

< P 17. %6
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already placed before the render ! ; and it will be only
necessary to remind him, that the bitter distrust
awakened in the English people towards their young
king, by the Earl of Bristol’s exposure of the circum-
Bances attending the breach of the Spanish treaties at
the close of the reign of James, was aggravated by
oftentatious and ill-timed indulgences granted to the
Professors of the Roman Catholic religion, immediately
upon Charles’s accesaion, Under the influence of these
feelings, the first parliament of the mew reign mmet,
when Pym took his seat, for the firsf time, as membey
for the borough of Tavistock, in Devonshire ; which he
Tepresented, in all suceeeding parliaments, till his death,

The first matter we find him engaged in here 2, was
the case of the king's chaplain, Doctor Montagu, which
may be very briefly explained. The then inseparable
eonbeetion, in the minds of the English people, between
Fopery and despotism, has been very frequendy touched
m. The effect of the Heformation — the sense of
emancipated intellect which had naturelly fiowed from
it — had been such s to imbue men’s minds, generally,
with the deepest sense of the paramount imporiance of
& pure system of religious ethies in matters of political
government. This sense struck still more deeply into
the heart of England, when in every quarter of the
wntinent the Romish cause appesred as the cause of the
oppresgar, while the protestant was that of the oppreseed ;
and no where was a struggle for good government to be
wen, that had not instantly arrayed agaiost it all the
powers and influences of the Roman Catholic church,
If anything was wanting to etrengthen a conseguent
técesaity, on the part of the men who now enjoyed the

I Life of EMot, p. 77. 25, .
* [ ihould mention, also, that P'ym was B very active member of the cefe-
committee known by Lhe name of ite chelrman, Mr. serieant Glan-
¥ill, Thia was that grand committee of privileges, whose report js etill
iyred 1o as an eminent achievement of '* parliementary reform.”
Advancing from thelr decisions on certain contesied returns, they drew
oot 3 general outline and systemn of the logal right of voting, and lssued
bew wrile to seversl places, to three Buckinghamshire borougha among
Ibetn, whera the custom of returning members had fallen into disuse.

pden way also an active ber of thia f i
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confidenee of the great masses of the people, of a bitter
opposition to the doctrines of popery, it was furnished
by the conduct of those high church court divines who
were known to be most favourable to the despotic syatem
in politics. They made every effort to introduce, under
the cover of the Arminian tenets, a sort of bastard
popery into the charch of England. Their dexign
woe, plainly, to secure & aafe retreat for abeolute
monarchy, under a timely alliance of prerogative with
priesteraft and church power.

Foremost in support of this design was Montagu,
one of the king’s chaplains ; and upon this divine Pym
fastened with inveterate purpoae. He had republished,
on Charles’s acceasion, a book which Archbichop Abbot
had censnred, at the request of the house of commons,
in the preceding year. Encouraged by Laud, he com-
posed also & defence of this book, called it an appeal to
Ceesar, and inscribed it to Charlen. Here he asseried
the Romish church to be a true church, resting on the
same anthority and foundation an the English, and
differing from it only in sorne points of lesser import-
ance ; defended the use of images; affirmed that the
ewints had knowledge and memory of human things,
and exercieed peculiar patronage over certain places and
persons ; maintained the real presence ; numbered
erdination among the macrsments ; and approved con-
fession and absolution, and the use of the sign of the
eross, n the same work, 88 a contrast to all this, much -
bitterness was indulged aguingt the puritans; lecturing
. and preaching were decried ; even the reading of the
Bcriptures was alluded to with 2 eneer ; and, finally, by
way of gratifying the despetic propensities of the king,
a prerogative wes claimed for him, founded on divine
tight, and paramount to the Englich laws, !

Pym wos the muthor of the report upon this book
presented to the house of commons. Montagn was
ordered immediately after into the custody of the ser-

1 Bee Montagu's works, entitled * A new Gag fbr an old Gomse,'” and
“ Appelic Casarem.”
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jeant at arms, and brought, for subnmesion, before the
bar of the house. A vehement intercession was then
made for him by Laud, who so far betrayed himeelf, in
& letter to the duke of Buckingham, as te declare that
it was impossible to conceive how any civil government
could be supporied, if the contrary of Montagu's doe-
trines were to be maintained ; and urged him to engege
the king to reclaim to himself the judgment of the
cause, a8 a branch of his prerogative.! Upon this
Charles interfered, but with no other effect than to
expose himself atill more to the distrust of his people,
Notwithstanding hic request that, since Moniagu was
his gervant, the punishment might be referred to him-
w)f, the prisoner was obliged te give bail for his
appearance before the house when called on, in the
sum of 2004/, ’

After the first ill-advised dissolution, and on the eve
of the issue of writa for Charles's second parliament,
Rushworth tells us that ¢ Bishop Laud procured the
duke of Buckingham to sound the king concerning the
cause, books, and tenets of doctor Richard Montagu ;
and understanding by what the duke collected, that the
king had determined within himself to leave him 10 a
tryal in parliament, he said, ‘J seem to see a cloud
arising and threatening the church of England; God for
his mercy dissipete it!” "2

But this parliament, guided by the energy and in-
tellect of Eliot, had higher game in hand; and Pym
found himself, some few daye after its assembhling,
appointed one of the secret managers of an impeech-
ment against the duke of Buckingham. This impeach-
ment has been already deseribed at some length 3, but
one or two characteristic extracts from the gpeech with
which Pym presented the eleventh and twelfth articles
to the judgment of tbe house of lords, will find a proper
Plice here. Those articles, it will be recollected,
charged the duke with procuring titles of honour snd

1 RBee Heylin's Life of Laud, p. 137. Cabala, p. 156,
2 Rushworth, Toll. vol. 1. po lp99.

3 Fliot’s Life, p. 38 — 48.
YOL. 111, D
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granta of land for poor and unworthy erestures of his
own, and also with emtezzling the king’s money, and
securing to bimself grants of crown property of enormous
value, on dishonest conditions, to the grosa prejudice of
the crown no less than of the subject. !

Pym began his task by obesrving, that  want of
oratory ” would be. no disadvantage to his cause, since
the “* proportion of matter ” he had to deliver was such
that their lordships would not be likely to criticise his
% art or expression,” Having read the eleventh article,
he proceeded to point out the fatal consequences to the
well-being of the state no leas than to the morals of the
mubject, which must result from the continuance of such
practices as those of the duke. A grave, deliberative,
and weighty style will arrest the reader’s attention in
the extracts which follow ; and let him . think what &
masterly and effective foil this must have bean to the
quick and impassioned eloquence of Eliot.

“ There are some laws,” he said, alluding to the
tampering of the duke with grants and honours,
* peculiar, according to the temper of several states ;
bnt there are other lawe that are co-essential and
co-natural with government, which being broken, all
things run unto confusion,——and much is that law, of
suppressing vice and encouraging virtae by apt punish-
menta and rewards, ¥Whesoever moves the king to give
honour, which is a double reward, binds himsell to
make good a double proportion of merit in that party
that i¢ to receive it ; —the first of valne and excellency,
the second of continuance. For as this honour lifte
them above others, eo should they have virtue beyond
others. And as it is also perpetual, not ending with
their persons, but depending upon their podterity, —so

¥ Anthony Wood ohserves, © wag i great enemy ta the favourite of
king Charies L called Georrge illiers, duka of Buckingham, snd very
active in aggravating some of the articles that were put up againet him ;
viz. that he forced sir Richard Robetts, bart., koowing him to be rich, ta
take the title of lord Roberts of Truro upon him, end that in consider-
ation thereof to make him bay for it to bim the said duke 10,0008, Farther
algo, that he wold the office of lord treasurer to the earl of Manchester for

£0,0008, and the office of master of the wards o the earl of Middlesex for
SO0, &r &ot' — Atk Oz vol, i p, 73,
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there ought 1o be, in the first root of this honour, some
&uch active merit o the commonwealth a5 may transmil
& vigorous example [0 their successors, to rawe fhem do
an imitation of the Hke”’ Waving, then, with great
dignity, any reflections “ on those persoms to whom this |
article collaterally relates, since the commanda I have
received from the commons concern the duke of Buck-
Ingham only,” the speaker proceeded to urge, from the
facts stated in the article iteelf, the heavy nature of the
grievance charged. It is prejudicial,” he said, ** first,
to the noble barons ; secondly, to the king, by disabling
him from rewarding extraordinary virtue ; thirdly, to
be kingdom, which comprehenda all. [t ir prejudicial
to thiz high court of peers. 1 will not trouble your lord-
ships with recital, how encient, how famous, this degree
of barons hath beenin the western monarchies ; I will
only say, the baronage of Emngland hath upheld that
dignity, and doth conceive it in a greater height than
any other nation. The lords are great judges —a court
of the last resort; they are great commanders of state,
not only for the present, but as Iew makers and coun-
sellors for the time to come ; and this, not by delegacy
and commission, but by birth and inheritance. If any
be brought to be a member of ihis great body, who is
not qualified to the performance of such state functions, it
umst needs prejudice the whole body ;—as a little water
put into a great vessel of wine, which, as it receives
mpirita from the wine, 80 doth it leave therein some de-
grees of its own infirmities and colduess. It ir prejudi-
oial to the king. Not that it can disshle him from
giving honour, for that ie & power inseparable from the
erown ; but, by making honour ordinary, it becomes an
Incompetent rewerd for extraordinary virtue. When
men are made noble, they are taken cut of the prees of
the common sort; and how can it choose but fall in
estimation, when honour itself is mede & press? It 4s
prejudicial Lo the kingdom. Histories and records are full
of the great assistance which the crown has received from
the tarons, on foreign and demestic occasions; and not
D2
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only by their own persons, but their retine and tenants;
and therefore they are called by Bracion, Ropur BeiLr,
How can the crown expect the like from those who have
no tenanis, and are hardly able to maintain themselves?
Besides, this is not all ; — for the prejudice goes not only
privatively from thence, in that they cannot give the
angistance they ought ; but pokitively, in that they have
been a greater hurden to tbe kingdom since, by the gifts
and pensiohs they have received , ney, they will even
stand in need to receive more for the future support of

- their dignities, This makes the duke’s offence greater,
that, in thie weakness and consumption of the state, he
hath not been content alone to consume the public trea-
sure, which is the blood and nourishment of the state,
but bath brought in others to help him in this work of
destruction ; and, tbat they might do it the more eagetly
by enlarging their honour, he hath likewise enlarged
their necessities and appetites.” With severel prece~
dents from early reigns, clearly and forcibly urged to
the houee, in proof that *“ when men are called to ho-
nour, and have not livelihood to support it, it induceth
great poverty, and ceuseth briberies, extortions, em-
braceries, and maintenance,” Pym concluded his “ ag-
gravation ” of this article,

He now desired the twelfth article to be read,
embodying various charges of embezzlement in various
ways, both of money and land ; and then, having
gubdivided these charges into separate branches, he
presented each to the attention of the bouse with such
popular ¢learness and brevity, and in such a natural
and Tucid order, that what must otherwise have been
confused and unintelligible to all save those peers who
were thoroughly versed in the nicest distinctions of
property and technicalities of law, took, from the
style of Pym, a remarkable simplicity and plainness.
In speeking of the lands which the duke had pro-
cured, with ubusual conditions of favour, from the
crown ; and urging the monstrous grievanee, *“ that in a
time of neceseity, 30 much land should be conveyed to
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& privale man ;” — the orator interposed thus: * And
Because the commons aim not at judgment only, but at
reformation, they wish that, when the king bestows any
lands for, support of homours, those ancient cautions
might be revived, of annexing the land to the dignity
{lest, being wasted, the party returns to the crown for
3 new gupport); by which provision the crown will
Teap this benefit, — that as some {lands go out by new
grants, others will come in by extinct entails.,” Ohb-
eerving mext upon the umsual clauses inserted in these
grants for the duke, Pym directed their lordships’
atention more especially to “the surrender of divers
parcels of those lands back to the king, after he had
held them some years, and taking others from the king
In exchange. - ‘Hence,” continued he, * the best of the
king's lands, by this course, being passed away, the worst
remained wpon his hand ; so that, having occasion to
Tuie money, such landa could not supply him., Oppor-
funity was also hereby left to the duke to cut down
woods, to enfranchise copyholders, to make long leases;
sad yet, the old rent remaining still, the land might be
surrendeted at the same value. Whether this be done
I am uncerisin, not having time to examine; but 1
recommend it to your lordships to inquire after it ; and
e rather, for that the manor of Couphill, in Lincoln-
thire, wea 50 dismembered, and by a sutrender turned
back to the king.” In the next branch of his subject,
& favourite style of embezzlement with Buckingham
was zdmirably handled, — that of eelling the king's
lands, and causing tallies to be struck for the money
paid, as if it hed really gone into the exchequer,
whereas it hed notoriously been received by the duke.
" Divers parcels of land were sold and contracted for
hy his own agents, and the money received to his own
nse ; and yet tallies struck as if the monies had come
into the exchequer. This ia to be proved by his own
cfficere, by the officers of the exchequer, and by the
tallies themselves, which tallies amount to 44,0904 5s.
Whence I observe, 1. -That there ran ooe thread of
» 3
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falsehood towards the king, through all his dealings. 2.
That it wes a device to prevent the wisdon'™ of parlia-
meny, if it should be thought fit, from making a re-
eumption ; for, by these means, these grants seem ta
heve the face of a valuable consideration, whereas they
were free gifts. 3. If the tite of these lande prove
questionable, yet, it appearing by record as if the king
had received the money, he waa hound in honour to
make the estate good ; and yet the duke had the profit.”

Alluding afterwards to Buckingham's gross practice of
procuring, under pretence of eecret service, great sums
to be imued by privy seals to sundry of hie ¢reatures,
Pym thus, with eamnest gravity, —in a speaker whose
style was less steady and deliberative it would bave
passed for severity or passion, — hinted at the punish-
ment which such practices might require. “* The quality
of the fault,” he said, I leave to your lordships. [
leave to your lerdships the proportion of judgmoent im
which you will rate it ;— whether to that erime, whieh,
in the civil law, is called erimen peculatus : — which wan
when any man did unjuetly turn to his own use that
money, which was either saers, dedicated to God's
service ; or redigiosa, used about funerals or monuments
of the dead ; or publica, as the business now in question
is, — the rather, because the public treasure was held in
the same reputation with that which was dedieated to
God and religion. 'This offence -— erimen peculatus —
by that law, waa death and confiscation. Or whether
your lordships will think it te carry proportion with that
crime, which ia called in the civil law, erimen falsf : —
and js defined to be when any shall simulatione verd
suum compendivm, elieno dispendio, facere, vir. by
semblance of truth make gain to himeelf out of othera”
losses ; which, in the case of a bondman, was death,
and, in the case of other men, was banishment and
confiscation, as the nature of the fect required O
whether your lordships will esteem it according te the
sentence of the starchamber ordinary,in cases of fraud :—
or according to the common law, which so much detesta
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thie desling, which they term evorin, aa it doth vitiate or-
dinary and lawful actioos. Or, lestly, whether your lord-
shipa will estimate it according to the duke’s own fudgment
in Ais own conscience, For direct actions zre not afraid
to appear open-faced, but ill dealings desire to be masked
with subiilty and closeness. And therefore it were even
offence sufficient, were there no more than & cunming
concealing of what he received from the king : — since
that argues either guilt of uothankfulness, in hiding bis
master’s bounty ; guilt of unworthiness, aa if he durst
not avow the receipt of that which he had oot merited ;
or guilt from fear of punishment, by these inquisitions
into his actions which now are come t¢ pass.”

{Ome extract more, —in reference to the great dan-
ger that had been done to the state in the confusion
betwixt the king’s emtaste and Buckinghaym's, by the
duke’s practices of falsifying the records and entries, —
will illustrate the quarler from which Pym doubtless
derived his admirable habita of businesa and order.
¢ By the wiasdom of the law, in the constitution of the
exchequer, there be three guards set upon the king's
treagurer and accompts. The first iz a legal impig-
noration, whereby the estates, personal and reel, of the
accomptants, are made liable to be sold for the satiefac-
tion of their debis, The second i an act of controul-
ment, that the king relies not upon the industry nor
sincerity of any one man ; but, if he fail in either, it
may be discovered by the duty of some other officer,
sworn to take netice of it. The third is an evidence
and cenainty ; not for the present time only, but of

. perpetnity ; because the king can neither receive nor

pay any thing,but by record. Ail these ways have been
broken by the duke of Buckingham, bath in the case
next before recited, snd in these that follow. The
custom of the exchequer, my lords, is the law of the
kingdom, for as much as concerneth the revenue. Now
every breach of that law, by particular offence, is
puniahsble ; but such an offence, as is the destruction of
the law iwelf, is of a far higher nature.” Pym next
v 4
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alluded to ““ two privy seals of release, — the one the
16th, the other the 20th Jac.,—~concerning divers sums
secretly received to his majesty’s use, but by virtue of
thése releases to be converied to the duke of Bucking-
ham’s own profit ; the proof whereof is referred to
the privy seals themselves,” —and thua continued:
¢¢ Hence, my lords, appear the duke’s subtilties, by which
he used to wind himeelf into the possession of the king’s
money ; and to get that by cunning steps and degrees,
which, peradventure, he could not have ohtained at
once. A good master will trust a good servant with a
greater surm than he would give him ; yet after, when it
is out of his poesession, will be drawn the more essily
to release him from accounting for it, than to have made
it a free gift at first.”

Having gone through the various charges in detail,
Pym now presented to the house in one mass, the gross
smount in money and land absorbed from the puhlic
estate by Buckingham, and afterwards summed up his
ghare of the greac duty that had been assigned to him
by the house of commons, in this grave and deliberate
manner. — “* This is & great sum in itself, hut much
greater by many circumstances. If you look upon the
time past, never so much came into any one private
man’s hands out of the puhblic purse. If you respect
the time present, the king had mnever so much want,
never so many occasions, foreign, important, and ex-
pensive. The subjects have never given greater sup-
plies; and yet those supplies are unable to furnish
those expenses. But as such circumstances make that
sum the greater, so there are other circumetances which
make the sum Jittle, if it be compared with the in-
estimable gain the duke hath made by the sale of honoura
and offices, and projects hurtful to-the statea both of
England and Ireland ; or if it be compared with his
own profuseness. Witness, notwithstending this gift,
his confession before both houses of parliament to be
indebted 100,000/ and sbove, If this be true, how can
we hope lo satisfy his immense prodigality? if fulse, how
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can we hope to salisfy hie covelousnese P And, therefore,
noe wonder the commons o earnestly desire to be de-
livered from such a grievance, . I shall now produce
the precedents of your lordship’s predecessors. Prece-
dents they are in kind ; but not in proportion; for, in
that view, there are no precedents. The first is the
10th Rich. II., which waa in the complaint against
Michael de la Pole, ear]l of Suffolk, out of which I
shall take three articlea. The first, that being chancellor
and sworn 10 the king’s profit, he had purchased divers
lnds from the king, more than he had deserved, and
at an under rate. The second, that he had bought an
annnity of 50, per annum, which grant was void ; and
yet he procured the king to make it good. The third,
whereas the master of 5t. Anthony’s being a schismatic,
had forfeited his estate into the king's hands, this earl
twok it in farm - at 20 marks the year; converting
the overplus, which waa 1000 marks, to his own benefit,
which should have come to the king. The next prece-
dent is one of the 11th Rich. IT., out of the judgment
against Robert de Vere, and others, out of which I shall
take two articles, the fifth and seventh. The fifth was
for taking lands and manors annexed to the crown,
whereby they ihemselves were enriched, and the king
made poor. The seventh was intercepting the sub-
tidies granted for the defence of the kingdom. The
third precedent is 28 Hen. V1., in the parliament roll,
out of the complaint against William duke of Suffolk,
—to the effect that, being next and privatest of council
to the king, he had procured him to grant great posses-
dons to divers persons, whereby the king was much
impoverished ; the expense of his house unpaid ; wages,
the wardrobe, castles, navy debts, unsatisfied ; — and
&, by hin subtile counsel and mnprofitsble labour, the
revenues of the crown, of the duchy of Lancaster, snd
of other the king’s inheritances, so diminished, and the
tommons of the realm so extremely charged, that it was
Bear g final destruction: and, moreover, that the king'a
Weamure wes so mischievously diminished to himself, hig
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friends, and well-wighers, that, for lack of money, no

* armour nor ordnance could be provided in time.—These

precedents, my lorda, the commons produce 88 precedents
in kind, but not in proportion ; and, since these great
persons were not brought to judgment upon these artl-
cles alone, you will observe this a5 a just conclusion :—
that ravening upon the king’s estate is lways accom-
panied with other great vicea, All these conaiderations
1 humhly submit to your lordships” great wisdom ; and
conclude with hoping, that, as this grest duke has o far
exceeded all others in his offences, he may not fall short
of them in punishment.” 1 )
The result of this great movement against Bucking-
ham, the ahrupt dissolution of the second parliament,
and the disastrous events that¢ followed, have been suffi-
ciently placed before the reader. Pym was thrown
into prison, and only again released on his retwrn to the
third perliement for Tavistock. In that memorahle
third parliament, hia egertions were only second to -

} See the Old Parlinmentary History, vol vii pp. 193-138  The recent
editors of the Parl Hist. have ent‘nrefly mnir.teg thie striking speech. T
¢anhnot resist subjoining, in this note, a very remarkable list of precedents
sitailar to those urged by Fym, which were furnished ny eir Robert Cotton,
when sitting in the previous pprliament at Oxford. “ I will tell you what
¥ have found, since this assembly at Oxford, written by a reverend man,
twice vice-chancelior of thiv place: his name was Gascoign -—a man thet
saw the tragedy of De la Pole. He tells you that the revenuss of the
crown were 30 rent away by ill counael, that the king was enforced to live
de tallagiic ﬁmwl, and was grown in debt guingue centena millia iibre.
rum ; that his great favourite, in treating & foreign marrisge, had lost hin
master a foreign duchy ; that, to work his ends, he had caysed the king to
adjourn the parliament in »iliis of partibus resnotis regni, where few people,
propler dofe At et ) {1 could ettend, sad by the sEih.mg
that assembly from piace ta place to enforce (1 use the authoc'sown worda)
iios paucos qui ¢ bt de 1 regni lire vegl g i
exeima. It was," sayn he, in conclusion, s speeding article against the
stiop of Winchester and his brother, in the time of Edward 111, that
they engressed the person of the king from his other lords. It was not
forgotten against Gaveston and the Spencers in the time of Edward IT,
The unhappy ministers of Richard IL, Henry VI, and Edwazd VI, felt
the weight, to their ruin, of the like errora. I hope we shali not complain
in parliament again of such. I am glad we have neither just cause nor
undetiful dispoaitions to a) |§Lnt the king a council to redress those errora
in parliament, s those d-; ary 111 e do not desire, as 5 Henry IV,
ar 26 Henry \'I.. the removing from shout the king aony evil counsellors.
We do not request a cheice by name, as 14 Edward 1L, 3, 5, 11 Richard 1L,
2 Heory IV,, 81 Hepry V13 nor to swear them in parfiament, as 95 Ed-
ward L, 8 Edward IL, 5 Richard IL ; or to line them out their directions
of rule, 43 Henry iIL and & Henry ¥'1» This sart of display of leaming
has s wonderful significancy of mesning beneath it. See History 15
from Macintosh, vol v. p 1011 .
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much later ; but the apeech which has just been guoted
is about the best semhlance of authority for euch a charge
that can be found on the debates or journals of the house
of commons®; and it will scarcely be maintained that,
in the abeence of much corroborative authority, lord
Clarendon’s assertion upon such a matter is entitled to
the smallest weight. 2
Certainly the court was soon fated to be undeceived,
if it had ever persuaded itself to construe these words
of the patriot leader into a shrinking or relenting from
the popular camse. Pym's activity in searching every
poagible quarter for precedents during the preparation
of the petition of rights, was marked and incesaant ;
he was said, by sir Edward Coke, to have exemined
every state paper in the manuseript collections at Lam-
.beth, Equally indefatigable were his exertions during
the progress of that great messure through the houses;
and many of the wretched expedienta? vainly resorted
to by Cbarles, day by day, and week by week, to elude
tbe purpose or weary out the perseverance of his oppo-
nents, were defeated by Pym's address and courage.
When secretary Cooke carried down Charles's brief and
petemptory message to the house, desiring to know
whether they would, or would not, rest upon his royal
word 4, it was Pym’s voice which broke the long silence
that followed the startling question. He rose and said,
with consummate presence of mind, and admirable
temper, — “ We have his majesty’s coronation oath to
maintain the laws of England -— what need we then to
take his word 7 and aflerwards quietly proposed to
move “ whether we should take the king's word or no #**
Old Cooke upon this started from his seat with the in-
dignant guestion, — °* What would they say in foreign
- I heve carefully examined them all with this view; and may here
remark, that were I'to glve only the nrmes of the numberless commitiees of
which Pym was the leading'member through all the parliaments of Charles,

I might 811 half this volume with such details alone.: His habits of buaineas
must have been wonderful indeed!

% 8ee post, p.' 158, —nofe. The speech there referred to ls not upon the
jourmals,

2 They are ati described in the Life of Eliok

4 * lpom thie there was silence for a epace.” —See Rushworth,
vol. i. p. 553, ; Parl, Hiet. vol,_xviii. p. 9&;% of Edlot, p. 64 *
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partd, if the people of England refused to trust their
king #”— Truly,” rejoined Pym quickly, * truly, Mr.
Qpesker, T am just of the same opinion I was —
namely, that the king’s oath is as powerful as his word,"”
Eliot then came to the assistance of Pym, and the dia~
honest message was rejected.] 8o, when the petition
of rights iteelf was sent down from the house of lords
with the sddition of the saving clause proposed by
Williams, to the effect that “they would leave entire
the Boverewx Powrn with which his majesty was
trusted, for the protection, safety, and happiness of the
people,” Pym rose from his seat, and yttered these
remarkable words: — 1 am not ahle to speak to this
question. T know not what it ia. .All our petition is
for the laws of England, and this ¢ power’ aeems to be
another distinet power from the power of the law, [
know how to add sovereign to the king's person, but
not to his power., We cannot ‘leave’ o him a sovereign
power, for we never were possessed of it.” 2 The issue
bas been fully describerd.

Great as Pym’s exertions were, however, during the
progrese of the petition of right, we do not find that
they in any way served to abate his attendance oo the
varous religious committees of this famous session, at
all of which he sat as chairman. An ingenions admirer
of Charles I. has, in allusion to this, ohseryed :—
“* The profound peliticians among the patriots, as Pym
a0d Hampden, now allied themselves to the religionists.
The factions at first amalgamated, for each seemed to
amist the other, and, while the contest was douhtful,
their zeal, as their labours, was in common, Religion,
under the most religious of monarchs, was the ostensible
Totive by which the patriots moved the people. When
o0 one oecasion it was observed, that the affairs of re.
ligion seemed not so desperate that they should wholly
engross their days, Pym replied, that they must not
abale their ardour for the mrue religion, that being the
most eeriain end to obtdin their purpose and maintain

! Bloane MBS, 4177, 1 Pasl. Hist, val, viit. p, 118.
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1

their influence.”! 'This is not correctly stated ; sinee
no such alliance, except in so far as the objects of both
parties could not he kept apart, was at this time formed,
Pym was never, at any period of hin life, & nomeon-
formist ; he died, as he had lived, in the discipline no
lees tham in the faith of the pure English church, *“a
faithful son of the protestant religion.””? It ia true that
he was the means of exacting from the courtry party in
the house of cornmons a greater attention than they had
before been used to pay to matters of religiors faith and
doctrine ; but with what aim ?—oot, most surely, to
inflame the religious passions of the people, or to
strengthen any set of dissenters from the church, bat
to assault, through the sides of court-divines, the
atrongest holds of absolute power, The sect of the
, puritens was not increzsed by Pym’s exertions. It was
the good work of Laud, and of such as Laud, to enlist
upon their side the deepest sympathies of even the most
sober sections of the English pecple; who thought it
-hard indeed that vast numbers of high-minded, indus-
trious, and conscientious men, firmly attached to -the
lewa of England, should be driven from their native
soil, or harassed in property and estate, or mutilated in
person, only for scrupling to comply with a few indif-
ferent ceremonies that had no relation to the favomr
of God, or to the practice of virtue. Laud puritanized
England. Pym’s share in the work, as well as his ge-
neral principle of parliamentary interference in religicus
affairs, will be best explained by his speech in the case

of doctor Mainwaring,
While the house of commons were deliberating, in
distrust and reseutmeut, on the king's first answer to
the petition of right, which had just beeu presented to
them, Pym seized the occasion of carrying up to the
house of lords a * declaration” against Mainwaring.
. During the last interval of parliament ; thie divine, one
of the royal chaplains, had rendered himself notorious
| D'Tsraeli’s Comuentaries on the Life of Charles the Plest, vol. iil.

206207,
! His own wordid  See Rushworth's Collections, vol v, p. I77.
1
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by the slavish doctrines of his sermons. In obedience
% Laud’s imstructions! to the clergy to ““ preach the
loan,” he had delivered two infamously servile dis-
couraes, with a view to show that the king could make
laws and do whatsoever pleased hlm; that he was not
bound by any pre-existing law respecting the rights of
the sabject; and that his sole will in imposing taxes
without the consent of parliament, obliged the subjects’
conscience, on pain of eternal damnation.”? One ex-
treet from these effusiona will show their style and
tharacter. ¢ Of all relations, the first ard original is
betwen the Creator and the creatures; the next between
husband and wife ; the third between parents and
children ; the fourth between lord and servants ; from
all which forenamed respects there doth arise that most
high, sacred, and tronscondant relation between king
and subject.”

On Wednesdsy, the 4th of June, Pym presented
himeelf to the lords, as the accuser of Meinwaring, He
began by saying, that he should speak to this cause with
more confidence, because he saw nothing to discourage
him. ¢ If I consider the matter,” he continued, ** the
offences are of & high nature, and of easy proof; if I
consider your lordships, who are the judges,— your own
Interest, your own hemour, the examples of your an-
ceslors, the care of your posterity, all will be advocates
with me in this cause, on the behalf of the common-

' These instructions commenced thus. ‘They were drawn up by Laud in
the name of the king: —'* We have observed, that the church and the
Wate are so nearly united and knit together, that, though they may scem
wo hodies, yet, indeed, in some relation they may be accounted but as ane,
mumuch as they are both made up of the same wen, which are differenc
enly in yelation o spiritual or civil ends. This nearneas makes the chuzrch
call i the help of the state to succour wnd support her, whensoever she ia
Presed veyond her strength.  And 1he smine nearness makes the state call
1o for the service of the church, both to teach that duty which her mem-

t know not, and to exhort them ta, and encourage them o, that duty
which they khow. 1t ia oot long since we grdered the state ta serve the
thurch, and, by & timely proclemation, settled the peace of it; and now
Ahe sste loaks for the like assistance from the church, that she and all her
mitirers may gerve God and us by preaching pesce snd unity at home,
hat it may be the better abie to resist foreign force uniting and multiplylng

Egunlit® Who can doubt the design noténainly intimated in this passage,

o€ 2 crusade of church and state ageinst the people’s libertien?

Whitlocke's Memoriale, p. 8—10.
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wealth. And when I consider the king our sovereign—
the pretence of whose servicé and prerogative might,
perchance, be sought unto as a defence and shelter for
this delizquent — I cannot but remember that par! of
the king's answer to the petition of right of both houses,
¢ that his majesty held himself hound in conscience to
preserve their liberties,” which this man would persuade
him to impeach. Nor, my lords, can I but remember
his majesty’s love to piety and justice, manifested upon
all occamsione ; and I know Love to be the root and spring
of afl other passions and affections. A man therefore
hates, because he sees somewhat, tn that which he hates,
contrary to¢ thal which ke loves ; a man therefore &
angry, because Ae sees somewhat in that wherewith he is
aengry, that gives impediment and interruption o the
accomplishment of that which ke loves.! If this be so, by
the same act of apprehension, by which I believe his
majesty’s love to piety and justice, I must needs believe
his hate and detestation of this man, who went about
to withdraw him from the exercis of both.”

After this very striking commencement, Pym pro-
ceeded to that which he said was the task enjoined him;
«— “To make good every clause of that which had been
read unto them; which, that he might the more clearly
perform, he proposed to observe that order of parts, into
which the said declaration was naturally dissolved. .— 1,

* Mr. Browning has worked upon the same noble thought in his poem : —

® % » o« All Jove renders wise
In ita degree; frem leve which blends with love —
Heart answering heart - to that which spends itself
In gilent mad idolatry of some
PrE-eminent mortal — some great soul of soule—
Which ne'er will know how well it 15 adored!
® % Tovc is never blind, but rather
Allve to every the minutese spot
‘That mars its ohject, and which hate (sopposed
80 mgﬁlaut and sesu-chmg‘ dreams not of,

Trust me,
If there be rnends whe seck to work our hurt,
To ruin and drag down earth’s mightiest splrite
Even at God's foot, 't will be from such an love s
Their zeal will gather muost ko serve their cause,
~ Aund least from those who hate ™
Paracelnit, part 3.
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Of the prearnble, 2. The body of the charge. 3. The
conclusion, or prayer of the commons.

' The preamble consisted altogether of recital, ~~ first,
of the inducements upon which the commona undertook
this complaint ; second, of those laws and liberties
eguinst which the offence was committed ; third, of the
violation of those laws which heve relation to that
offence,  Now,” he continued, ¢ from the connection of
all these recitals, it was to be obeerved that there did
tesult three positions, which he was to maintain as the
ground- work and foundation of the whole cause, The
Arst, that the form of government, in any state, could
ot be altered without apparent danger of Tuin to that
etate. The second, that the law of England, whereby the
mbject in exempted from taxes and loans not granted
by common consent of parliament, was not introduced
by any statute, or by any charter or sanction of princea;
bot was the ancient and fundamental law, issuing from
the first frame and constitution of the kingdom. The
third, that thie liberty of the subject is not only most
convenient and profitable for the people, but most
hongurable and necesaary for the king ; yea, in that very
point of eupply, for which it was endeavoured to be

broken.

“ As for the first position — the best form of govern-
ment is that which doth actuate and dispese every part
1nd member of a state to the common good; and as
those parta give strength and ornament to the whole,
0 they receive from it agein strength and protection in
their several stations and degrees. If this mutual
telation and intercourse be broken, the whole frame will
quickly be dissolved, and fall in pjeces; for whilst,
instead of this concord and interchange of support, one
part seeks to uphold the old form of government, and
the other part to introduce a new, they will miserably
conmame and devour one another, Histories are full of
ibe calamities of whole states and nations in such cases,
But it is equally true that time must needs bring about
sine alterations, and every alteration is a step and degree

FOL. J1l. E '
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towards a dissolution: those things only are eternal
which are constent and uniform. Therefore it is observed
by the best writers on this subject, that those common-
weallhs have begn most durable and perpetual ghich have
often reformed and recomposed themeclves according to
their first institution and ordingnee ; for, by this means,
they repair the breaches, and counterwork the ordinary
and natural effects of time.

* The second i3 ag manifest. There are plain footsteps
of those laws in the government of the Saxons: fhey
were of that vigour and force ag to overlive the Conguest ;
nay, {o give bounds and limits o the Congueror ; whose
victory only gave him Aope, but the assurance and pos-
session of the erown he obtained by composition ; im
which be bound himself to observe these and the other
ancient laws and liberties of the kingdem, and which
afterwards he likewise confirmed by ocath at his corona-
tion ; and from him- the said obligation descended to his
guccessora, It is true they have been often trokem,
and they have been often confirmed by charters of
kings, and by acts of parliaments; but the petitions
of the mbjects, upon whieh those cbarters and acts were
founded, were ever PeriTions oF Riont, demanding
their ancient and due liberties, not suing for any new.

“To clear the third position mey seem to some men
mere & paradox,-~- that those liberties of the subject
should be so convenjent and prefitable to the people, and
yet most necessary for the supply of his majesty. But
surely,” he said, “if those liberties were taken away,
there would remain no more industry, no mote justice, no
more coorage ; for who will contend, vho will endanger
himself, for that which ie not hie owvn¥® And yet,” he
added, “he would net ingist upen any of those points,
nor upon others equally important ; but ouly observe,
that if these liberties were taken away, there would
remain no means for the subjects, by say act of boun
or benevolence, to ingratiate themeelves with their
sovereign.” And, in reference to this point, he desired

their lordshipsto remetaber ““ what profitable prerogatives.
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the laws had at various times appointed for the support
of wvereignty ; as wardships, treasures-trouve, felons’
goods, fines, amercements, and other izsues of courts,
wrecks, escheats, and many more, too long to be enu-
merated ; which, for the most part, are now, by charters
&rd grenta of seversl princhks, dispersed into the handa
of private persons; end that, besides the ancient de-
mesnes of the crown of England, William the Conqueror
did annex to the crown, for the better maintenance of
his estete, great proportions of those lands which were
confiseate from those Engliech who persisted to with-
stind him; of which, netwithstanding, very few remain
at this day in the king’s poaseasion ; yet also, since that
time, the revenue of the crown hath been supplied and
mgmented by attainders and other casualties ; and, in
the age of our fathers, by the dissolution of monasteries
and chantries, of which near a third part of the whole
land came into the king’s possemsion.” He remembered
further, that conatant and prefitable grant of the subjects
in the act of tonnage and poundage. ““But of what avail,”
he added, * have all these grants and prerogatives been ?
They were now so alienated, anticipated, or overcherged
with annuities and assignments, that no means were
left for the pressing and important occagions of the ime
bat obe, and that one the voluntary and free gift of
the mbjects in parliament. 1tis that which is now
mmgailed ; but trust me, my lords,” Pym exclaimed, “ the
Aeeris of the people, and their beunty in parliament, are
e only constant tregsure gnd revenue of the crown,
which cannot be exhausied, cliengted, anticipaled, or
ofherwrige charged and encumbered I” _
There is nothing more remarkable in the speeches of
Pym than what may be emphatically termed their wis-
dom, 'This will have frequent and abundant illugtra-
tion in the course of this memoir. Never, in the most
excited moments of even his latter life, did he aeemn ,
other than far removed above the idle clamours of
peryy, and the little views of the “ignorant present;” .
while with this he could combine, at will, the most im-
E 2 :
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mediate and most practical resources of the orator.
For the wisdom I have spoken of wes, s it alwaya is
with the greatest men, a junction of the plain and prac-
tical with the profound and contemplative ; to such an
extent, however, in his case, and in such perfection, as
may not be equalled in that of any other speaker of an-
cient or modern time, with the single exception of
Burke. Hence his speeches were not simply a pre-
sent achievement of the mattera he had in hand, but
a grand appeal, on their behalf, to the enlightened judg-
ment of the future ; and the presenting the more pro-

. minent passsges of them thus, for the first time, to

the attention and admiration of his fellow-countrymen,
is no less to discherge a very tardy act of justice to hia
memory, than to furnich the most sriking, and, as it
were, living materials, for & judgment on the great
times in which he lived.

After a farther homiletic subdivigion of his subject,
a practice of which he was extremely fond, and which
gave a certain weight and scholestic. formality to the
commonest point he touched on, Pym proceeded at
great lengih through the second grand division of his
speech, step by step ; to “ show the state of the case
as it stood both in the charge and the proof;” to ** take
away the pretensicna of mitigation and limitation of
hir opinions urged by the Doctor in defence ;" to * ob-
serve cireumstances of aggravation ;” and * to propound
some precedents of former times ; wherein, though he
could not match the offence now in question, yet he
should produce such as should sufficiently declare how
forward cur ancestors would have been in the prose..
cution and condemning of such offences, if they had
been then commitled.” The materiala of the charge,
he observed, were contrived into thiee distinct articles.
The first of these comprehended two clauses. ¢ First,
That his magjesty is not bound to keep and ohserve
the good laws and customs of the realm, concerning
the right and liberty of the subject to be exempted
from s8ll loans, taxes, and other aids laid upon them
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withcut common consent in parliament  Becond,
That hie majesty’s will and eommand, in imposing
any charges upon his subjects without such consent,
doth eo far bind them in their consciences that they
cannot refuse the game without peril of eterna! damna-
tion !” Two kinde of proof were produced upon this
article. “ The first was from assertions of the Doctor’s,
concerning the power of kinge in general ; but, by
necesaary consequence, to be applied to the kings of
England. The next was from his Censures end Deter-
minations upon the particular case of the late loan;
which, by necessity and parity of resson, were likewise
applicable to all cases of a like mature. . And leat, by
frailty of nature, he might mistake the words, or
invert the sense, he desired leave to resort to a paper,
wherein the places were carefully extracted out of the
book. itself.”

And then he read each particular clause, pointing
to the page for proof, and afterwards proceeded snd
said : — that from this evidence of the fact doth issue
a clear evidence of his wicked intention to misguide
and seduce the king’s conscience, touching the observ-
ations of the laws and liberties of the kingdem ; end
10 seandalize and impeach the good laws and govern-
ment of the realm, and the authority of parliaments,
“ Now, my lords,” continued Mr, Pym,  if to give the
king ill counsel in ome particuler action hath hereto-
fore been heavily punished in this high court, how
much more heinous must it needs be thought to pervert
and seduce, by ill counsel, his majesty’s conscience —
that sovereign principle of all moral actions in man,
fom which they are to receive warrant for their di-
fection before they be acted, and judgment for their
reformation afterwarda! - If scandalum magnatum —
tander and infamy cast upon great lords and officers
of the kingdom — has been always moat severely cen-
tred, how much more tender ought we to be of that
Yander und infamy which is here cast upon the lnws
ond pomernment, from whence are dertved all the hongur

4
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and reverence due to those great lomds and magistrales !
All men, my lords, and so the greatest and highest ma. -
gistrates, are subject to passions and partialities, whereby
they may be transported into over-hard injurious
crosses ; and though these considerations ean never

" juatify, they may sometimes excuse, the railing and evil
speeches of men who have been so provoked ; it being
a true rule, that whatscever gives sirength and in-
forcernent to the temptation in any ain, doth neces-
sarily imply an ahaternent and diminution of guilt in
that gin. But to slander and disgrace the lawa and
government, ia without possibility of any such excuse ;
it being a simple act of o malignant will, nat induced
nwr excited by any outward provocation ; for the lows
carrying on equal and conslant respect fo all, ought lo
ba reverenced equally by ell.” And thus he derived the
the proofs and enfarcements upon the first article of
the charge,

In the same strain of grave and loity eloquence Fym
urged the second and third articles of the impeachment,
and then gbserved, with conclusive effect, upon Main-
waring’s attempted limitatione of his doctrines. The
Doctor had pleaded, for instance, among other things,
that * he did not attribuie to the king any such abeo-
lute power as might be exercised at all tithes, or upon
all occasions, but only upon necessity extremme and
urgent ;” and to this Pym enswered: “That it is all
one to leave the power absclute, and to leave the judg-
ment arbitrary when to execute that power; for,
although these limitations should be admitted, yet it ia
left to the king alone to determine what is an urgent and
pressing mnecessity, and what is a just proportion,
both in respect of the ability and of the use and occa-
pion ; and what shall be said to be a circumstance, and
what the subatance, of the law., Thus the subject is
left without remedy; and, the legul bounds being
taken away, une¢ private persen shall be alloved to
oppose hie own particular opinion, in any of these
points, to the king’s resolution ; so that all these limiga
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ations, though epecious in shew, are in effect fruitlem
and vain.” )

Having angswered, in the same easy strain, all Main-
waring’s flimey defence, he bow toak up eomae  circum-
gtinces of aggravation,” end presented them to the lords.
The remark he makes on the fact of some of these
sermone having been preached before the  king apd
eourt at Whitehall,” is very mingular aod significant.

“The first,” he mid, alluding to the circumstances
of aggravation, ““was from the place where these
eermons werTe preached — the ecourt, the king's own
funily, where such docirine was before oo well delisved
&gt ng man need o be converted. Of this there could
be no end, but either simoniacel, hy flattery and
mothing to make way for his own preferment ; or else
extremely malicious, to add new afflictions to those who
lay under his majesty’s wrath, disgraced and imprisoned,
and thns to enlarge the wouod which had been given to the
laws and liberties of the kingdom., The second was {rom
the consideration of hia holy function. He is a preacher
of God's word ; and yet he had endeavoured to make
that, which was the only rule of justice and goodness,
to be the warrant for violence and oppresgion. He is a
measenger of peace; but” he had endeavoured to sow
strife and dissension, not only among private persons, but
even betwixt the king and his people, to the disturbance
and danger of the whole state. Heis a spiritual father ;
but, like that evil father in the gospel, he hath given
his children stones instesd of bread ; instead of flesh
be hath given them scorpions. Lastly, he js a minister
of the church of England, but he hath acted the part
of a Romish jesuit: they labour our destruction, by
dissolving the oath of allegiance taken by the people;
ke doth the same work, by dissolving thé ocath of pro-
tection and justice taken by the king.”

With the same eloquent boldness he next observed,
= a circumatance of aggravation, that the authors quoted
by Mainwaring in support of hie doctrines were * for
the muosi part friars and jesuits ;* and, worse than this,

5 ¢ :



56 BHITIGH BTATESMEN.

that he had been guilty of “fraud and shifting in
citing even those authors to purposes quite different
from their own meanings.” In this portion of his great
.task, Pym gave some memorable illustrations of the
labour and leaming he had applied to it ; only one very
short specimen of which may be given here..— In the
twenty-seventh page of his first sermon,” Mr. Pym con.
tinued, ‘““he cites these words, Suerex de Legibus, Iib, v.
cap. 17.: Accoplationem populi ron esse conditionem neces.
sariam, er o juriz naturale auf gentium, neque er jure
communi. Now the jesuit adds, Negue er antiquo jure
Hispanie, which words are left out by the Doctor, lest
the reader might be invited to inquire what was gnii-
quum jus Hispanie ; though it might have been learned
from the sarne author, in another place of that work,
thet shout two hundred years gince this liberty wes
granted to the people by one of the kings, that no tribute
ghonld be imposed without their consent ; —and this
author adds further, that after the law is introduced, and
confirmed by custom, the king is bound to obeerve it.”
From this place Pym took occasion to make this
short digression. “° That the kings of Spain, being power-
Sul and wige princes, would never have parted with such
a mark of absolute royalty if they had not found n this
course more advantage then in the other ; and the success
and progperity of that kngdem, through the valour and
indusiry of the Spanish nation, 0 much edvanced since
that time, do manifest the wisdom of the change.” It
wonld be scarcely posaible to illustrate Pym’s courage
and high-minded indifference to popular prejudice
better than by these few words in praise of the Spanish
nation, at that time the object of universal execration
with the English people, )

As a concluding point of aggravation, Pym now men-
tioned the circumstance of Mainwaring's having repeated,
“in his own parish church of St Giles,” the very
offensive doctrines originally charged againet him, *“even
since the gitting of parlisment and his being questioned
in parliament;” and then ¢ desired the lords that this

.
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circumstance might be carefully connidered, because the
commons held it to be a great contempt offered to the
parliament, for him to maintain that so publickly which
was here questioned. A great presumption, they held
it, for & private divine to debate the right and power
of the king; which ia a matter of such a nature es to
be handled ouly in this high court, and that with mo-
deration and tenderness.”

Pym now, in conclusion, produced some such pre-
cedents as might testify what the opinion of our sncestors
would have been, if this case had fallen out in their time;
sad herein, he said, * he would confine himself to the
reigns of the first three Edwards, two of them prinees of
great glory:” he began with the eldest,— West, 1. cap. 34.
“ By this statute, 3 Edw. 1., provision was made against
thoee who should tell any false news or device, by which
any discord or scandal may arise betwixt the king, his
people, and grest men of the kingdom. By 27 Ed-
ward I. (Rot. Parl. n. 20.) it waa declared by the king’s
proclamation, sent into all the counties of England, that
they that reported that he would not observe the greet
charter were malicious people; who desired to put
trouble and debate betwizxt the king and his subjects,
and (o disturb the peace and good estate of the king,
the people, and the realm. In 5 Edward IT. (Inter no-
vas Ordinationes), Henry de Beamend, for giving the
king ill counsel against his cath, was put from the
eguncil, and restrained from coming into the presence
of the king under pain of confiscation and banishment,
By 19 Edward II. (Clause, Mem. 26. indors. ), commis—
iena were granted to jnquire upon the statute of West. 1.
touching the spreading of news, whereby discord and
scandal might grow betwixt the king aud his peaple.
In 10 Edw. I1I. (Clause, M. 26.} proclamation went out
to arrest all of those who had presumed to report that
the king would lay upon the woods certain ewms, besides
the ancient and due cuatoms; where the king calls
these reports ¢ exquisita mendacis, &c. que hon tantum
in publicam lesionem, sed in nostrum cedunt damnum,




58 BRITISH STATESMEN,

et dedecus manifestum,” In 12 Edwerd ITIL (Rot. A}
manie), the king writes to the archhishop of Canterbury,
excusing himeelf for some imposidons which he had
laid, professing his great sorrow for it; dewires the
srchbishop, by indulgences and other ways, to stir up
the people to pray for him ; hoping that God would en-
ahle him, hy some atisfactory benefit, to make amends,
and comfort his subjects for those pressures.” Having
added to these temporal precedents one ar two from
ecclesiastical records, Pym presented to their lordships
the following result to be collected from them: —< If
former parliamenta were careful of false rumours and
news, they would have been much more tender of such
- doctrines as these, which might produce great occasions

- of discord betwixt the king and his people. If those
who reported the king would lay impositions and break
his laws, were_thought such heinous offenders, how
much more should the man be condemned who per-
fuaded the king he is not bound to keep those laws!
If that great king Edward was so far from challenging
eny right in this kind, that he professed his own sorrow
and repentance for grieving his suhjects with unlawful
charges — if confessors were enjoined to frame the con-
acience of the people to the observances of these lews,—
certainly such doctrines 88 those of Mainwaring, and
such & preacher as this, would have been held most
strange and abominable in all those grest umes of
Eogland 1"

Then, having recited the prayer of the commons, de—
siring Mainwaring to be brought to examination and
judgment, Pym concluded —* That seeing the cause
had strength enough to maintain iteelf, his humble suit
to their lordships was, that they would not observe him
infirmites and defects, to the diminuton or prejudice of
that strength.!”

Laud trembled at the effecta of this speech, and even
expressed to the king his alarm for an impeachment

1 Thave collected this speech from varlous documents; hut & falr repow ¢,
il be found o the Qld Parlismentary History, vol, iii, pp. 171185,
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against himeelf; bat Charles told him to be under no
nnensines, till he saw him forsake his other friends. !
Yet even Charles winced from an open defiance of the
manifest feeling excitéd by Pym, and for a tme pre-
tended to yield up Mainwaring to the judgment of par-
Lizment. “ Truly,” says Sanderson 2, ¢ I remember the
king’a answer to all,—<he that will preach other than he
c3n prove, let him suffer ; 1 give them no thanks to
give me my due;’ and w0, being a parliament business,
he (Mainwaring) was left by the king and church to
their eentence.” Immediately after the passing of the
petition of right, that sentence was pronounced by the
upper house ; and, in spite of Mainwaring’s tears and
affected penitence, to say nothing of his impudent hypo-
crisy, he was condemned to imprisonment during the
pleasure | of parliament ; to be fined a thousand pounds
to the king ; to make a submission, both in writing and
personally, at the bar of the bouse, and also at the bar
of the commons; to he suspended from the minietry
for three years ; and to be incapahle of ever holding an
ecclesiastical dignity or secular office, or of preaching
at court, Lastly, the peers ordered his sermons to be
burnt.# “ A heavy wentence, I confess,” observes
Heylin4, “hut mch as did rather affright thao burt
him, For his majeaty looking on him in that cenjuncture
as one that suffered in his cause, preferred him first to
the parsonage of Stamford-Rivers in Essex (void not
leng after by the promotion of Monlagu to the see of
Chichester), afterwards to the deanery of Warcester,
and, finally, to the bishopric of 8t. David’s. This wa
indeed the way to have his majesty well served, but such
as cregted him some ill thoughts wwards the commona
for his majestie’s indulgence to him.” .

These disgraceful promotions, strengthened hy the
translation of Laud himeelf to the see of London, took
place during the prorogation of parliament, and the
"1 Heylins LMe of Laud, p 171, See alsa Laud's Dinzy.

Life of Charles the let. 115

a
* Parl Hisl vol. vill. p, 151, &c'. Bushworth, vol, 1. p. 5RS—543.
4 Life of Laud, p 180
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feelings with which the commons reassembted in con-
sequence have already been described.! Pym took an
active part in their debates on the spread of Arminiznism,
and spoke with bitterness of the recent promoations.
““ Who,” he asked, * could pretend to ignorance of the
articles of the true protestant religion? Had they not
been settled hy the articles pet forth in 1552 ; by the
catechism set forth in king Edward the Sixth's daye;
by the writings of Peter Martyr, Martin Bucer, Wick-
cliffe, and others ; by the constant profession sealed by
the blood of eo meny martyrs, as Cranmer, Ridley, and
others ; by the thirty.nine articles set forth in queen
Elizabeth's time ; and by the articles set forth at Lam.-
beth as the doctrine of the church of England, which
king Jarnes sent to Dort and to Ireland as the truth
professed here?  Lastly, hai they not been set forth by
his majesty's own declaration and proclamation to main-
tain unity in the settled religion? Yet these are now
perverted and_abused, to the ruin and subversion of
religion! Consider the preferments which such have
received since the last parliament whe have heretofore
taught contrery to the fruth! Then consider again for
what overt acts these men have been ecountenanced and
advanced ! what pardons they have had for falze doc-
trines! what manner of preaching hath been lately
before the king's majesty ! what suppression of books
that have been written against their doctrines, and what
permitting of such books as have been written for
them ! Subsequently Pym propeunded certain remedial
messures, which he urged it to be the duty of the par-
liament in general, and of each Christian in particular,
to follow. “For,” he continued, * howsever it iz alleged
that the parliament are not judges in matiers of faith,
yet ought they {o know the esteblished and fundamental
truths, and the contrary fo them?; for parliaments

1 Life of El.lnt,lp. Bi=fig
% Tn Aikin's Lile of Charles, aud also in the history from Macintosh, the
following words are attributed to Pym in this debate:—*= It belongs to'pu-

[ b teoe religion and to punish false.* Buyue passage
ic the text la the original from which that truly sweepiog :po;'ﬂﬁ,m af
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vengeance by which the popular cause lost s0 formi-
dable 2 champion, and himeelf so dear a friend.

But another friend had fallen from his eide some few
months before, alienated by a worse stroke, in the thought
of P'ym, than that of imprisonment or death. Bir
Thomas Wentworth had gone over to the conrt; and
Pym, who is described to have been the only one of
the leading' popular men, besides Hollis, really intimate
with Wentworth, is said to have felt this desertion with
gingular Acuteness.  Vainly imagining that

* Mutua] league,

United thoughts and counsels, equal hope,

And hazard in the glorious enterprise,*
had joined them inseparably, it was probably Pym
who, whenever Eliot impugned the trustworthiness of
Wentworth, pledged his own faith for him, and eo in-
creased, for himeelf, the bitterness of the present
- desertion.  Feeling, iherefore, in all its force, the
truth of one of his own favourite thoughts, hatred now
gprang into the place of his former love. The anec-
dote which dates the firat terrible dawning of the
change, rests on the cantious autherity of doctor Wel-
wood. ! ¢ There had been a long and intimate friend-
ship,” he says, “between Mr, Pym and sir Thomas
Wentworth, and they had gone hand and hand in the
House of Commons, But when sir Thomas Went-
worth was upon making his peace with the ecourt, he
sent to Pym to meet him alone at Greenwich ; where
he began in a set speech to sound Mr. Pym about the
dangers they were like to run hy the courses they were
in, and what adventages they might have if they
would but listen to some offers which would probably
be inade them from the court. Pym, understanding his
drift, stopped him short with this expression, ‘ You
need not use all this art to tell me thet you have a
mind to leave us: but remember what 1 tll you.
You are going lo bo undone. And remember also, thoae
though you leave us now, I will never leave you while

| See Memorlals of Englinh Afxice, b, 46, 47-
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your head is upon your showlders/’” Pym kept hia
word.

The desperate course of government by prerogative
now began, Charles, while disrobing himgelf on the
day of the parlimment’s dissolution, passionately vowed
that he would never put on those robes again ; and,
not content with 8 violent deelaration of his reasona for
the digsolution, issned & proclamstion which forbade
even the word parlinment 10 cross the lips of his peo-
Ple, gince he, who alone had the power of calling, con-
tinuing, and dissolving parliarments, wae the best judge
when to assemble them, and now declared that thaugh
snch an event might happen, it would only be after the
country had evinced & better disposition, and the “vipera
of the commonwealth” had received their condign
punishment, and “ those who are mialed by themn had
come to a betier undemtanding of his majesty and
themeelves.” With deep sorrow for the miseries which
now, for a time, impended over England, and allicted
to the soul by the personal sufferings of many of his
dearest friends, it may be yet supposed that Pym looked
forward deliberately and undespairingly, since, if for no
reason else, he had to keep the sppointment he had
made with Wentworth.

It will be necessary to ehetch, very briefly, the
measures by which the executive now sought to endlave
the people,

The dutes of tonnage and poundsge, which Charles
had eolemnly pledged himself never to take but as &
gift from his people, were rigorounly extorted ; war-
rants were issued by the council w seize the goods of
all who atlempted to land them without anthority, and
to detain them till thé custome were paid ; and orders
were despatched to impriron all who attempted to re-
cover their property by replevin. Richard Chambers —
& name ever memorable smong London ciuzens —
courageously appesled from the vengeance of the coun-
cil ; but he was dragged into the Star Chamber, fined
2000L, and doomed to imprisonment till he wmede
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various abject submissions: these he refused to make,
and for twelve years he languished in prison, from which
he was released & beggar. Various merchants made at-
tempts 1o elude these measures by sending their goods
beyond the seas ; but nothing is so vigilant as tyranay,
and the goods were eeized in England, while unlimited
orders were igsued in consequence to search warehouses,
and preven! what was denominated a fraud on the
Tevenue. .

Equally disgraceful were the taxes imposed for the
support of muater-masters of the militia; coat and con-
duct money was also exacted, while soldiers were hilleted
as of old, But the grievance which outheroded all the
reat was the revival of monopolies. This was carried
to an extent which was truly eppalling. Under the
pretest, for instance, that certain persons had made dis-
coveried in the manufacture of soap, and that the dealers
in general imposed a bad article upon the people, these
persons were erected inio a corporation, and the right
of the manufactwre and sale of the commedity vested
in them exclusively; they having paid ten thousand
pounds for their patént, and rendered themselves liable
to & tax of eight pounds per ton upon the sale, The
original pretext, it may be easily supposed, was a lie;
the commodity being, in fact, so sdulterated &s to ruin
the clothes of the people. In the same manner, almost
every arlicle of ordinary consumption, whether of maa-
nufacture or not, was exposed to a gimilar abuse, Upon
every thing, no matter how insignificant, the fetters of
monopoly were fixed, Salt, starch, coals, iron, wine,
pens, cards and dice, beavers, felts, bone-lace, meat
dressed in'taverns, tobacco, wine casks, hrewing and die-
tilling, lamprons, weighing of hay and straw in Lendon
and Westminater, gauging of red herrings, butter casks,
kelp and sea-weed, linen cloth, rags, hops, huttons,
hats, gutstring, spectacles, combs, tobacco-pipes, salt-
petre, gunpowder, down to the sole privilege of gather-
ing of ragg, ~~ were all subjected to monopolies, nnd
consequently heavily taxed !
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Bome few of these shocking enormities may be illus- \
trated by extracts from the reverend Mr, Garrard's let-
ters! to the lord deputy, ““ Here is much edo,” he
writes on ohe occamon, < about the soap business ; it is
very doubtful whether in the end it will stand or na
For the present, it is strongly backed, and I hear s
proclamation ehall eome forth to stop all mouths
thet spesk agminet it. Commimionera have been ap-
, pointed : the lieutenant of the Tower, sir William
Becher, sir Abrabara Williema, Spiller, joined to the
lIord mayar, and some aldermen. They have had two
general washing days at Guildhall ; most of them have
given their verdict for the new soap to be the better ; yet
continual complaints rise up, that it burns linnen, acalds
the lanwudress's fingers, wastes infinitely in keeping,
being full of lime and tallow: which if true, it is of
that use in thia kingdom that it will not last. The lord
mayor of London, by the king's corzmandment, received
s shrewd reprimand for his pusillanimity in this
bosiness, being afraid of a troop of woren that cla-
moreudly petitioned him against the new soap: my lord
privy ecal, his brother-in-law, was to give it him at
the board, and did very sharply.”? ¢ Here are two
comminsions afloat,” he writes on another occasion,
‘* which are attended diligently, which will bring, as it
. in conceived, a great sum-of money to his majesty. The
first, concerning the licensing of those who shall have a
lense for life to sell tobaceo in and about London, and
| a0 in ell the boroughs and villages in England ; fifteen
: pounds fine, and as much rent by the year. . .. The other
] ip for huildings in and sbout London sinee a proclam-
: ation in the thirleenth of king James.” In the cases
. of the latter, three years' rent, and * some little rent to
f the king’' additional, was exncted by the commissioners
a8 a composition, for suffering the buildings to stand,
“ How far this will epread,” Garrard adds, * [ know
not ; bat it is confidently spoken that there are above

! Bee Life of Streffrd, p 289,
¢ Scraiford Papers, vl L p, 507,
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100,000/, rents upon this string about London, I speak
much within compass. For Tutde [Tothill], St. Giles's,
8t, Martin’s Lane, Drury Lane, Covent Garden, Lin-
coln’s Inn Fields, Holborn, and beyond the Tower
from Wapping to Blackwall, all come in and are liable
to fining for annoyances, or being built contrary to pro-
clamation, though they have had licences granted to do
80 ; my lord of Bedford's licence in this case, as it is
said, will not avail him.”! The frst notice of coal as
an article of export is made thus: —* My lords of
Dorset and Holland have obtaimed a beneficial swit of
the king, worth betier than 10004, a year apiece
them, for zea coal exported.” Then we are startled
by the following: —* We have very plausihle things
done of late, The book called the declaration of the
king’s for rectifying of taverns, ordinaries, hakers, te-
teries, is mewly come forth. I'll say no more of it;
your agent here will send it your lordship, All back
doors to taverns on the Thames are commanded to be
ahut up ; only the Bear ut the bridge-foot ia exempted,
by reason of the paseage to Greenwich. To encourage
gendemen to live more willingly in the country, all
game fowl, as pheasant, partridges, ducks, as also hares,
are by proclamation forbidden to be dressed or eaten in
any inns, and butchers are forbidden to be graziers,” 2
The first introduction of hackney coaches is mext
commiemorated by Mr. Garrard : —* Here ia one Captain
Beiley ; he hath been a sea captain, but now lives on
the land about this city, where he tries experiments.
He hath erected according to his ability some four
- backney coaches, put hie men in a livery, and appointed
them to stand at the maypole in the Strand, giving
them instructions at what rates o carry men into several
parts of the town, where all duy leng they may be had.
Other backneymen seeing thia way, they flocked to the
same place, and perform their journies at the same
rate: 80 that sometimes there is twenty of them to-

1 Strafford Papers, voL L p 204,
» Jbid, wol L rﬂk
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wecretary of Scotland, the lord Sterling : much crying
out there is aguingt it, especially becamse mean, needy, .
and men of no good fame, prisoners in the Fleey, are '
used w8 principal commimionera to call the people before !
them, to fine and eompound with them.”! Bubse- ‘
quently he remarke: —* The taverns begin to victual '
again, some have got leave. 'Tis said that the vinmers *
within the city will give 6000 to the king to dress \
meat sa they did before ; and the suburbe will yield t
smewhat”.?  Buch illustrationa, curious and valuable as '
they are, considering the source whence they proceed, k
and o whom they are sddremsed, might be largely in- k
dulged ; but one more will werve. ¢ Here,” writes -
Garrard, * here are abundance of new projects on faor, )
upon sea-coal, salt, malt, marking of iron, cutting of
rivers, setting up a new corporation in the suburbs of
Laondon, mueh opposed by the Londoners, many others.
Where profit many come to the king, let thera pass ;
but to enrich private men, ‘they have not my wishes.
Discontinuance of pariisments brings up this kind of
grain, which commonly is blated when they eome,”d
And ull these fearful outrages were committed upen
the people, while there was probably not a single family
in England, with the smallest share of edncation or
iotelligence, in whose house a copy of the famous
Prnirmr of Raemr might net be found ! But this
conaiderstion it was, beyond every other, that still wus-
taimed with the strongest hope, during the twelve ter-
rible years' continuence of such outrages, such men as
Pym and Hampden. It was this which, even while
sheir friend Kliot sank to his death under the murder-
oas vengeance of the court, and while otherw of their
friends, an Noy, Digges, Littleton, and Glanville, crept
over to the side of the public enemy, — it wan this
+ which reassured them that least of all were they then
to despair. The breath of God was not to be monopo=
liced ; neither was the petition of rights to be “recalled.
. | 8rsfford Pape&vnli. p 17,

1 Thid. voli. p.
3 Ihid volii p 55
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mitier. The jurisdiction and powers -of the courts of
star chamber and high commission were enlarged to &
'most extraordinary degree. New illegal oatha were
enforced, and new courts, with vast powers, erected
without colour of law; and when commissions were
jsmed for examining into the extent of fees that
were complained of, the commissioners -compounded
with the delinquents, not only for their past offences,
but their future extortions. Finally, the orders of the
council boerd were received ge positive law. Claren<
don tells us that Finch, who, for his conduct in the
Inte parliament, had been promoted to the office of lord
keeper of the great seal, now boldly declared < that
while he waa keeper, no man should be so saucy ss to
dispute orders of the council board ; but that the wis-
dom of that board should be alwaya ground enough for
him to make a decree in chancery.”
An extract from the sume noble historian shall com-
- plete my sketch of the civil government of England at
this period, * Bupplemental acts of stdte were made
to supply defect of laws ; and so ionnage and ponndage,
and other duties ypon merchandises, were collected by
order of the board, which had been positively refused
to be settled by set of parliament, and new and greater
impositions laid upon trade; obsolete laws were red
vived and vigorouely executed, wherein the subject might
be taught how unthrifty a thing it was, by too strict a
detaining of what wea his, to put the king as atrictly
to inguire what was hic own. And by this ill hos-
bandry the king received a vast um of money from all
persons of quality, or indeed of any reasonable con-
dition, throughout the kingdom, upon the law of knight-
hood. And noless unjust projects of all kinds, — many
ridicufous, many scandalous, all very grievous, — were
set on foot ; the envy and reproach of which came to
the king, the profit to other men. To recorupense the
damage the crown sustained by the sale of the old lands,
and by the grant of new pensions, the old laws of the
forest were revived, by which not only great fines were
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tmposed, but grest annual rents intended, and like to be
settled by way of contract ; which burden lighted most
npon persons of quality and henour, who thought them..
selves above ordinary oppressions, and were, therefore,
like to remember it with more sharpness. For the
better support of these extrsordinary ways, and to pro-
tect the agents and instruments who must be employed
in them, and to discountenance and suppresa all bold
inquirers and opposers, the council table and star cham.
ber enlarged their jurisdictions to 8 veat extent,
' holding’ {(as Thucydides said of the Athenians) < for
bonourable that which plessed, and for just that which
profited ;* and being the same persons in several rooms,
grew both courts of law to determine rights, and courts
of revenue to bring money into the treasury; — the
eouncil table by procismations enjoining to the people
what was not enjoined by the law, and probibiting that
which was not prohibited ; and the star charmber cenauring
the breach, and digobedience to those proclamations, by
¥ery great fines and imprisonment: so that any disre-
epect to acts of stete, or to the persons of statewinen,
wsas in no time more penal, and those foundstons
of right, hy which men valued their security, to the
apprehension and understanding of wise men, never
more in danger to be destroyed.”! The reader will
scarcely conceive this picture capable of aggravation ; but
the noble historian afterwards proceeds, very drily, to
tell how the people chiefly borne down by these terrible
measures were protestants, while the papists were not
only encouraged, but protected, as the chief promoters
of the mischief, “They grew,” he says, “not only
secret contrivers, but public professed promoters of, and
ministers in, the most grievous projects; as that of
soap, fermed, framed, and executed by almost a cor-
poraticu of that religion, which, under that licenrce and
notion, wight be, and were suspected to be, qualified
for other agitations.” No wonder the Roman catholics
were hated ! It is to be added, that whatever trifling
> Hist, of Rebellion, v;l.i. P 119182,
¥
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fragments of law or protection might be supposed W
remain to the people still, were utterly swept away.
from a long line of northern counties, by the terrible
administration of the preaideney of the north. :
Yet the king continued poor ! His advocate hus hinted
a justification of hkim in the extract juat given, to the
effect that while the reproach of these monsirous extor-
tions came to him, the profit went to other men; buat
thie is much more in the pature of an aggravetiom.
When Charles found that the case wea 80, it served him
only as a better excuse for breaking down the apirit of
the people by still heavier burthens, What Clarendon
hes said is indeed quite true, that the tax upon the com-
munity was infinitely beyond what came into the exche-
quer. For the monopoly of wine, for inatance, the
king received only 88,000i per snnum ; but then .the
vintners paid 40s. per tun to the patentees, which, upon
45,000 tans, raised the tax to 90,000/, The vintners
aguin, imposed 24, per quart, which raised it to 81 per
tun, or 360,0001 ; nearly twelve times a8 much as went
into the exchequer.’ And se with other impositionn,
The difficalties of the court, therefore, in the disastrous
carcer they had entered on, were only becoming, day by
day, more imminent; when the famous invention of
Mr. Atiorney-general Noy? came in to give & longer
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kease (o tyrsnny, and make more fatal its final redemp.
tiom,

“ Lastly” (I again avail myself of the language of
Lotd Clarendon), * for & apring and magegine that
should have Ro bottom, abd for an everlssting supply
of all cecasions, a writ was framed in a form of law,
and directed to the sheriff of every county of England,
‘to pruvide a ship of war for the king's service, and
w send it, amply fitted snd provided, by such & day
w much a place ;' and with that writ were sent to each
eheriff instructions, that, *instead of a ship, he should
levy upon his county such s sum of money, and re«
turn the same 10 the treasurer of the navy for his
majesty’s use, wilh direction in what manner he should
proceed eguinat such ag refused ;” and from hence that
tax hed the denominadon of sprr mowky ; o word of
lasting sound in the memory of this kingdom ; by which
for some yeara really acerued the yearly aum of 200,000L
to the king’s coffers ; and it was in truth the only project
that wus eecounted to his own service.”

A Dively illustration of the manner in which this tax
was worked, will be supplied by one or two extracts
from Garrurd's letters to the lord deputy of ireland.
In one letter! be writes: — ¢ In my last 1 advertised
your lordship, that the mayor of London received some
reprimand for being wo slow in giving snewer to the
writ sent into the city about the shipping business ;
afterward the city council were called befure the lords,
and received some genile check, or rather were od-
monished, to take heed how they advised the eity in
a case 80 clear for the king, wherein hia majesty had
firet sdvised with hiz learned coupsel, end with his
conncil of state, It wrought this effect, that they all
¥ielded, and instantly fell to seiring in all the wards
of London. Jt will cost the city of least 35,000L
They heist up the merchant strangers, sir William
Curtyre S60L, sir Thomas Cutteale 300L ; great sums
fo pay at one fax, and we know wmot Bow ften it moy

1 Siraffrd Papers, vol, |, p, 354
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coms. It reaches ue in the Strand, being within the
libertien of Westminster, which fornisheth out one
ghip. My lord of Bedford, 60/ ; my lord of Salisbury,
254 ; my lord of Clare, 40/ ; the lord keeper, and lord
treasurer, 204, apiece: nay lodgers, for I am st at 40s.
Giving anbsidies in parliament, I was well content to
pay to, which now hath brought me into this tax ; dut
I telimy lord Cottington, that I had rather give and pay
ten subsidies in pariiament, than 10s. thiz new-old way
of dead Noye's, Letters are also gone down to the high
sheriffs of the maritime counties to quicken them. Have
you heard the answer given by a great lord that hath
been a judge ? ¢"Tis true this writ hath not been used
when tonnage and poundage was granted, now 'tis not,
but taken by prerogative, erge, this writ is now in full
force”” On a subsequent occamion he writes: —
“ The aheriff of Sussex sent up to the lords to receive
their further directiona what he was to do, giving
thern information that seven or eight poor towns in that
county stood out, and would not pay towards the ship-
ping. But as soon as they heard that the sheriff, by a
new command, began to distrsin, they came roundly in;
and paid their vooney."! The lotd deputy speedily
corrected his correspondent’s complaints about the tax ;
having furnished the court with his opinion that it was
 the greatest serviee the legal profession had dene the
crown in his time,” while be added : — ¢ but unless his
majesty hath the like power ceclared to raize a land
army upon the same exigent of state, the crown seema
to me to stand but upen one leg at bome, to be con-
siderable but by halves to foreign princes abroad: yet
sure this, methinks, convinces & power for the sovereign
to raise payments for land forces, and conseguently
submits to his wisdom and erdinance the transporting of
the racney or men into foreign states, so0 to carry, by
way of prevention, -the fire from ourselves into the
dwellings of our enemiez (an art which Edward IIL
‘and Henry V. well understood); and if by degrees
1 Birafford Papere, vol i, p. 72






o

Tb BERITIAH BTATESMEN.

upknown ; matiy rich men had vainly stirred themsélves
against it; but at lmst, in the person of Hampden,
the popular party prepared to make their final and
resolved resistance, and in his great name all the renown
of that resiatance has been absorbed. !

Pym and St, John were Hampden's close counsellora
in the iaterval before the public trial, and eix months
were passed in preparations on both sides, At last, after
a digplay of extraordinary lesming and power on the
part of St John, till then almost unknown in the courts,
and a scarcely less remarkable exhibition of venal pros-
titution of research on the part of the crown lawyers,
Judgment wes pronounced in favour of ship money,
and ageinst the illustrious defendant, by nine out of the
twelve judges. Of the three diesentients — Hutton 2,
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Croke, and Denbam — Croke would alse have given
judgment for the crown, had not his wile, a lady ot
eminent piety and & truly heroic epirit, sustained his
ginking virtue. ¢ Bbe told him,” says Whitelock !,
““she hoped he would do nothing againat his conscienoe,
for fear of any danger or prejudice to her or his family ;
and that she would be contented to suffer want, or any
misery with him, rather than be the oceasion for him
to do or say anything sgaimst his jmdgment or con-
science.”

Lord Clarendon ebserves that this decigion ¢ proved
of more adventage and credit to the gentleman con-
demned, than to the king's service. Men before,” he
sdds, ““ pleased themselves with doing somewhat for the
king's service, as a festimony of their sffection, whick
they were mot bound in do?; many really believiog the
necertity, abd therefore thinking the burden reasonable.
But when they heerd this demanded in a conrt of law,
as a right, and found it, by eworn judges of the law,
adjudged so, mpen puch grounds and reasons ne every
stander-by wae ahle to swear was not Iaw, and 50 had lost
the pleqsurs and delight of being kind and dutiful to the
king ; and inatead of giving were required to pay, and
by a logic that left no man anything which he might
call his own ; when they saw in 3 court of law (that
law that gave them title 10, and possession of, all that
they had) rezsons of state urged o8 edements of law,
judges as sharp-sighted as secretaries of state, apd in
the mysteries of state, judgment of law grounded upon
matter of fact, of which there was neither inquiry or
proof ; and no reasons given for the tax in question,
but what included the estates of all the atanders-by ;
- they no more looked upen it as the case of one man,
but the ease of the kingdom, nor as an imposition laid
apon them by the king, but by the judges ; which they

1 Memoriala, p £5.

1 Bus they wevs, before Lhe decision, Sound to obey Mhe tax, snd that by
sharper conditions Lhanh sttended any other levy. These and other expres

shona of 1ord Clarendon in the extract are arcful mlsreprescntations, easdly
sora Lhraugh ;.- the extract is very valualile evidonce nolwithstanding,
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thought themeelves bound in conscience to the publie
justice not to submit to.” In other words, the event
Jjustified the policy of the leaders of the people, and
they now quietly resumed their former position, hopeful
and determined, Land soon wrote to Wentworth that
the “ fuction are grown very bold, and the king's monies
come in a great deal more slowly than they did in former
years, and that i0 a very considerable sum;"! and
Whitelocke closen his description of the proceedings with
these words : — * Hampden and many others of quality
and intereat in their counties were unsatisfied with the
judgment, and continned, with the utmost of their
power, in opposition to it, yet could not at that time
give any other stop or hinderance ; but it remgined- altd
menis repbstum.”

Leaving it thus, for a time, in the minds of Pym
and Hampden, it is now necessary, — in completion of
such a aketch of the present government of England as
will be thought essential to & right judgment of the
exertions of Pym’s latter life, — that I sheuld slightly
revert to Laud's administration of religious affairs. It
was frightfully consistent with the view that hes been
furnished of the condition of civil matters, The bar-
barous punishment of Leighton 2, the Scotch divine ; the
cruel persecution of Balmerino®, at Edinburgh; the
shocking severities that were practised upon Prynne, Bur-
ton, and Bastwick4; need only be alluded to, to recal the

| Sirafford Papers, vol ii. p. 170.

% See Rushworth, vol. ii. p. 55, Whitelock, p. 15 Nea!, val i p 547. and
ste Laud's Diary for November 16, 1A%

3 8z Carte, vol. iv, p. 220, State Trimls, vol. fil. &e.

4 8ee Lavd's Diary; Neal's Hintory of the Puritans ; Rushworth, vol. 1L,

920 ¢f pey. Heylin's Life of Laud, 249, &c. Garrard writes to lord

entworth : ** Same few days after the end of the term in the patace yard
two pillories were erected, and there the sent of star-ch dnat
HBurton, Bastwick, and Prymne wm executed ; they stood two hours in the
pillery ; Burton by himeelt, beiig degraded in the high commiwion court
three days Before; the place wan full of people, who cried and howled ter-
ribly, especially wflen Burten was crapt,  Dr.Bastwick was very merry; hia
wife, Dr. Poe's daughler, got a stool, and kissedhim ; his ears being eut of,
she called for them, andgut them in & clean hanc‘l’erchief, and earried
thera away with ':ir. astwick told the people, the locds had colisr-duys
ot court, bul this his collar-dsy, rejoyeing much in it Bince, warranty
are sent from the lords to the aheriffs of the several countles where they

are to be imprisoned, to receive them and see them pinced, Alsa Dr, Lave
ton, homo gwsdetn farinse, cenaured seven years pince, and now pricoder in
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horror and disgust with which their sufferings have
passed into history, The very name of twleration was
banished from England. A refusal o attend divine
woership in the parigh church waa, in all persons, without
exception, punished in the first instanee by fine, and on
a repetition of such refusal by transportation. Popish
recusants, indeed, were allowed to compound for these
‘penalties by a heavy annual payment ; and the celebration
of masa, though illegal, was connived at ; but no similar
indulgence was extended to the religious services of
proiegant dissenters. The dissenting ministers, in point
of fact, did not yet form a distinct class ; they were,
with very rare exceptions, ordained and beneficed clergy
of the English church ; and being thus Lawfully subject
to the authority of their diccesan, the means of detecling
and punighing their deviatons from conformity were
easy and obvious, Accorditgly from Laud they found
no quarter. At the thought of every episcopal visit-
ation the clergy groaned and trembled, Lecturers were
peremptorily silenced ; domestic chaplains in the houses
‘of private gentlemen punished, and their patrone ordered
to attend their parish churches; while the parochial
clergy, where non-conformable, were fined, suspended, in
some cases deprived, and ultimately, in very many
instanoes, driven out of England with the more zealous
of their followers. — Happy to escape without spme
mutilation of their persons! For scarcely a sitting of

the Fleet, Lo rergoved to some temate prizon of the kingdom.” Frum that
prison Leighton was not released till ten years after, when he had lost
aight, hearing, and the vse of his limia! Ancther of the lord dePuty‘l cor-
respondents had before degeribed the mutiletion of Prynne: — “ No mercy
shewed to Prynne; he stood in the pillory, and lost his it eat in a pitlory
in the palace at Westminster in full term, his other In Chea]ride; whers,
while he atood, his volumes were hurnt under his nose, which had almost
suffocated him.* Lastly, Laud himself wrate thus to Wentworth ;4" [
have dane expecting of Tharow on this side, and therefore shall betake
myselfl 10 that which you aay, and ¥ believe, in the next beit; end yet I
would not give over neither. But what ¢an you think of Thorow where
there shall be such slips in buziness of consequénce ?  What say you to
it, that Prynne and his fel'ows should be suffered to talk what they pleased
while they stood in the pillory, snd win acclamations from the people, and
hare notes taken of what they spake, and those notes spread in written
copies abtut the city, and that when they went out of town to their seversl
imprri there were th ds suifered to be upon the way to take
their keave, and God knows what ¢lee? *
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the star ¢hamber pased without its victim, and its con-
sequent exhibition, in the public streets, of some scene
of bloody buman agony. On one occasion, while Lil-
burne and Wharton, after having euffered o severe
whipping, were standing exposed in the pillory, mews
waa carried to the star chamber, that Wharton, un.
gilenced by hie suffering or his shame, was scattering
pamphlets sbont and haranguing the mob; and the
eourt, happening to be gitting at the moment, made an
order that he should be gagged, and the order was
execnted instantly | Pryune, having had his ojg ears
atitched to hia head, “ relapsed,” as Garrard expresses
it, “into new errors;” and agein snffered a routilagon
of the fragments! Meanwhile the language of Went-
worth and Laud held out no hope of change. ¢ Go it
a8 it shail please God with me,” wrote Wentworth,  be-
lieve me, my lord, I will be still thorough and tharough-
out, one and the same.! The cure of this grievous
and over-spreading leprosy is, in my weak judgment, to
be effected rather by corrosives than lenitives ; less than
Thorough will not overcome it: there is a canceroos
malignity in it, which must be cut forth I’

What wonder if, in the midst of all this frightful
depotism over the property and consciences of men, large
numbers of the English people now sent their thonghs
acroes the wide atlantic towards the new world that had
risen h’yond its watere! Such were the glmmy appre-
heasions and lerrors with which the old world was filled,
that only two alternatives indeed now seerned w many
persons to remain ; that, ae Muy expresses it 2, < Things
carried so far on in s wrong way, must needs either
enslave themselves and posterity for ever, or require a
vindication 20 sharp and smarting, sa that the nation
would groan under it.” Too weak ¢ contemplate the
last alternative, and too virtuous to submit to the first,
erowds of victime ® to the tyranny of church and state,

! Strafford Papers, vol. 1. p, 20

2 Higtory of the Long Parliament, p. 17.

3 “ The plantalions of Ormond snd Clare,” writes Laud Wentworth
at thiy time, “are a marvellous great work for Lhe honour and proft of te
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now ‘accordingly left their homes and their couniry, will-
ing to encounter any eufferings, privations, and dangers,
in the distant wildernesses they sought, because of the
one sole hope they had, that there, at least, would be
found somne rest and refuge for liberty, for religion, for
bumanity !

So extensive, however, did the emigration threaten to
become, that Laud thought it 1eceswary to interfere at
last, and —— with a refinement of tytanny of which, it
has heen truly said, the annale of persecution afford
few equally strong examples — to seck to deprive the
conscientioun sufferers of that last and most melancholy
of all resources, a rude, and distent, and perpetual exile.
On the 1st of May, 1638, eight ships bound for new
England, and filled with puritan families, were arrested
in the Thames by an order in council. It has been a
very popular “rumour of history,” that among the
passengers in one of those vessels, were Pym, Hampden,
Cromwell, and Hazelrig.

Were this anecdote authentie, the hand of fate had
boen vigible upon Charles indeed ! But there is no good
authority ! for it, and it is deficient in all the moral
evidences of truth. The mind eannot bring itself to
imagine the spirits of such men as these, yielding so
easily to the despair of country ; and at this moment
Hampden was the * argument of all tongues” for his
registance to ship meney, while to Pym the vision of the
fatal meeting to which he had summoned Weneworth,
now became daily more and more distinet, Nor are we
wanting of absolute circumstance of proof, obvious
enough to me, of the utter incorrectness of the state-

kimig and safety of that kingdem, and you have done verly nohly to follow
that businesd so close; hut 1 am sorry to read ‘in your letters, that you
want men cxtremely to fill that work ; 2nd this i the more cansiderable a
great deal, that yoo should want men in Ireland, and that, the while, thers
shauld be here such an universal rumiing to New England, and God
knows whither; but this i s, whers men think nothing @t their advantage,
buf fo run from gowerastend. A€ for your being left along in the envioua
aad thoerny part of the work, that is no news et least to me, who &m forced
to the 1ike here, searce a man appearing where the wdy is rough indeed. **
1 The obly known anthorities are Dr. George Bates, andDugdale, hath
xealons Teyalists ; and, on this poitt, quite beneath conslderation,

¥OL~ I, a
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ment. In the same part of Rushworth’s Collections,
where the original order is to be found, a subsequent
proclamation may be seen also, wherein, after stating the
geizure of the ships, the following passage cceurs:—
« Howbeit, upon the humble petition of the merchants,
passengers, and owners of the ships now bound for New
England, and upen the reasons by them represented Lo
the board, his mejesty was graciously pleased to free
them from their latt restraint, to proceed in their in-
tended voyage.” ! So that, in fact, there is no reason
for supposing, that all who had embarked for New Eng-
land on board the eight ships alluded to, did not proceed
to New England. Ne doubt they did so.

The anecdote in guestion, bowever, is not without
ground. of a certain kind., Some years before its date,
the attention of the leading men among the patriots had
been strongly directed to the subject of the colonization
of part of the North Americen continent, with a view
to its affording a refuge of safety and comfort to such
of their party or their families, as the sad troubles which
impended over England might force from their bomes,
The subject had occupied even Eliot’s thoughts in his
prison, as & passage from one of Hampden's letters to
him may serve to show. * The paper of considerstions
concerning the plantation might be very safgly conveyed
to me by this hand, and after transeribing, should be aa
safely returned, if you vouchsafe to send it to me,” 2
The result of all thin consideration of the subject, was
the purchase of a large grant of land in the pame of
lord Brook, and lord Say and Sele ; and in 1085, ac-
cording to Horace Walpole, these two lords “ sent over
Mr. George Fenwick to prepare a retreat for them and
their friends ; in consequence of which a little town was
built, and called by their joint names Saybrooke.” 3 Now
in this echeme there cin be little doubt that Hampden
was concerned, and I have found cerisin evidence, in

1 Sea Rushworth, vol. ii. p. #0%., and see Aikin’ Charles, vol L p. 473,
% Eligt MS& in Lord Eliot's poeressiol

n.
A fpe Walpole's Calalogue of Royal and Noble Aahors, vol il p, 3523
Ed Park,
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Garrard’s letters to lord Strafford, that Pym was a party
to it *Our East India Company,” writea that indefa-
tigable newsmonger, “ have this week two ships come
home, which a litile revives them. The traders also into
the Isle of Providence, who are the earl of Warwick,
the lord Say, the lord Mandevile, the lord Brook, Sie
Benjamin Rudyard, Mr. Pym, and others, have taken
a prize, sent home worth 15,000l by virtue of letters
of mart granted to the planters there by his majeaty for
some injuries done them by the Spaniard.,”! The date
of this letter is December, 1637 ; and from that date,
as the prospects of the court darkened, the hopes of
Pym and Hampden must have grown with the passage
of every day.

Time and fate soon pressed in hard, indeed, upon the
government of Charles, Driven to the close of every
expedient, his last hope centered in the lord deputy of
Ireland, and Wentworth’s capacity and vigour had now
twice reatored the court finances, and paid the kinga
debts, Ruin again impended, when Laud, as if to dash at
once into the gulf, made a desperate attempt to impose
the yoke of the common prayer bock npon the Beotch
people. A fool might have seen the result, and indeed
one fool did see it, and was whipped for bis folly. I
do not know that it has been remarked before, but the
disgrace of the famous Archy, the jester of Chatles I.,
took place at this time. < Archy is fallen into a great
miafortune,” writes a letter of the time, * A fool he
would be, but a feul-mouthed knave he hath proved
himeelf ; being in a tavern in Westminster, drunk, he
sith himself, he was spesking of the Scottivh husiness,
Ae feld @ railing on my lord of Canterbury, said he was
a monk, o rogue, and a traifor, OF this his grace com-
plained at council, the king being present; it was
ordered he should be carried to the porter's lodge, his
coat ‘pulled over his ears, and kicked out of the court,
bever to enter within the gates, and to be called into the
sar.chamber, The flrst part is done, hut my lord of

1 Agrafford Pl.pené vol iL p 142
1]
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Canterbury hath interceded to the king, that there it

should end. There is & new fool in his place, Muckie

John, but he will never be so rich, for he cannot abide

money.” 'Thie last must have seemed a fool indeed !

The affairs of Scotland belong to general history,

and require only & brief mention here. Buffice it, then,

to say, that after several tnonths’ alternation of perse-

cution and negotiations, the Beottish people remained

firm. Most truly has it been said of the conduct of

the covenanters, that the display they now made of fear-

Yess purpose, and even of fearless reason ; of unwearied,

unwinking energy and sagacity; of ardomr without
violence, and euthusissm without extravazance ; has

done imperishable honour to tbe Bcottish character,
Why should it be denied that Pym, Hampden, and
others of the English opposition, placed themeelves im-
mediately in communication with those men? Jt
stands npon the authority of Whitelock, and may not
be denied. With the dawning of the fierce opposition
in Scotland to the frightful tyrenny of conscience at-
tempted by Laud, sprang up the consummation of the
hopes entertained during twelve long years of oppres-
sion, by Pym and Hampden, that a day for the liberties
of England would elill come. Let the friends of
Charles 1. make what use of the admisaion they please,
it is quite certain that at the London meetings of the
Scotch commissioners from the .covenznt, headed by
lords Loudon and Dumferling, not only Pym and
Hampden took an aclive part, but also lords Essex,
Holland, Bedford, and Say.

Meanwhile lord Wentworth stood by the side of
Charles in England, and a war was resolved upon
sgainst the Seottish people. The lord deputy’s un-
paralleled exertions at this periorl have been already
described 1, but the silent efforts of Pym and 1 ampden
flung tbem powerless back, and all the atternpta at
loane and ship-money levies now full flat to the ground.
The strong spirit of hope was in truth, again gone

.1 See Life of Straffbrd, p. 366
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forth among all classes of men, and that word which
had been proscribed by Charles twelve years before,
wag again heard, as a familiar word, in England.

A parlisment, it was resolved, should be instantly
summoned. Wentworth wes crezted lord Strafford ;
returned to Ireland ae lord-lieutenant ; called a parlia-
ment there; procured a large sum of momney from
them, with a further offer of * their persons and es-
tates * if required; and in the beginning of April
returned to England, The example of the Irish par
liament would, it was vainly hoped, influence the
pariiament of England. Meanwhile, the elections for
members had been concluded without a single demon-
stration of tumult in any part of the couniry ; and on
the 3d of April, 1640, the king opengd the houses in
person, and in the midst of a larger number of mem-
bers of the commons than had ever been krown to
assemble on the first day of the session. His speech
was equally short and ungracious. “ My lords and
gentlemen,” he seid, *“ there never was & king that had
a more great and weighty cause to call his people
together than myself: I will not trouble you with the
particulars., [ have informed my lord keeper, and
coromand him to speak, and desire your attention.” !
The lord keeper’s speech was in the absurdest strain of
high prerogative. . He ohserved that < his majesty’s
kingly resclutions were seated in the ark of his sacred
breast, and it were & presumption of too high a mature
for any Uzzah uncalled to touch it ; yet,” he continued,
‘“the king is now pleased to lay by the shining beams
of majesty, as Pheebus did to Phaeton, that the distance
between sovereignty and subjection should not bar “you
from that filial freedom of access to his person and
councils ; only let us beware how, like the son of
Clymene, we aim not at the guiding of the chatiot.”
He proceeded subsequently to say, *that his majesty
did not expect asdvice from them, much less that they

! Kashworth,vol. iii. (part second), "p. 1114. Rushworth was appainted.
this session, elerk-auistant to the howuss of commona,

e 8



86 BRITISHE ETATERMEN.

should interpose in any office of medistion, which
would not be grateful to him; but that they should,
88 s00n as might be, give his majesty a supply, and that
he would give them Ume enough afterwards to repre-
5ent any grievances to him,” 1
“The house,” proceeds lord Clarendon, who, on
this occasion, made his frst entrance into the house of
commons, as Edward Hyde, member for the borough
of Wootton.Basset, * met always at eight of the clock,
and rose at twelve ; ‘which were the old parlisment
hours ; that the committees, upon whom the greatest
burden of business lay, might have the afternoons for
their preparation and despatch, It was not the custom
to enter upon any important business during the first
fortnight, both because many members used to be
sbsent so long, and thet time was usually thought ne-
cessary for the appointment and nomination of com-
ruittees, and for other ceremonies and preparations that
were usual: but there was no regard now to that cus-
tom ; and the appearance of the members was very
great, there having been a large time between the issuing
out of the writs and the meeting of the parliament,
8o that all elections were made and returned, and every-
body was willing to full to the work.” 2
A leader only was wanting; and in t.l'us great
position, by the common consent of all, Pym now
placed himeelf. As he looked round the seats, crowded
as they were with members, what gaps must have Bp-
peared in them to him! The line of his early friends
and associates was broken indeed. “The long inter-
mission of parliament,’ observes Clarendon, ¢ had
worn out most of those who had been acquainted with
the rules and orders observed in thuse conventions.”
Sir Edward Coke and sir Robert Philips? were dead
now, and sir John Eliot had perished in his prison.

* 1 See Clarendon, vol.i. p. 230,
1 Clarendan's Hlunry, vol. & n E—0H. -
3+ Sir Hobert Philips," wrom Garrard to the lord deputy an the 10h of
May, 163, ¢ Sir Robert Phili “ﬂ] l7Jour old acquainlance, hak dled of a cold ;
choked with phlegm.” S l"apeu, val, ii. p 164
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But it was a great and redeeming consolation to Pym
that Hampden still sat by his side, and that up to the
' close of their illustrious career the most intimate
private friendship henceforth united them even more
closcly, if that were possible, than the great public
objects they pursued in common. Hitherto Hampden
had been *“rather of reputation in his own country,
than of public discourse or fame in the kingdom ;”
but the business of ship-money had made him the ar- !
gument of all tongues ; and to the toils and perils of I
1

t

public life he now, by Pym's side, entirely devoted
himself. He brought up all his family to London from
their seat in Buckinghamshire, which nnly at a few
thanee intervals he ever saw again; and it is an addi .
tional proof of the close intimacy I speak of, that
henceforward they lived in lodgings near Pym’s house !,
which was then in Gray’s Inn Lane, until the com-
mencement of the following parliament, when Pym
having changed hie residence to Westminster, Hampden
removed there also, ?  Before the meetiog of the pre-
sent parliament, I should also mention, they had ridden
logether through several of the English counties,
less with the view, as Anthony 3 Wood states, of
“promoting elections of the purilanical brethren,”
than of urging the people to meet and send petitions to
the house of commgns as soon as possible after it had
asgernbled.  Petitioning parlinment was first organised
thus, as & system, hy Pym and Hampden, The result
was seneibly felt the day after the delivery of the king’s
speech, when several county membera rose and pre-
gented petitions frore their respeclive countiesd, com-
Plaining of ship.money projects and monopolies, the
star-chamber and high commission courts, and other
heavy grievances. Hence,—though the king had, at the
close of the lord keeper's speech the day before dis-
tinetly asked of the house that they should proceed at

! Sce Lord Wugent's Memorisls of Hempden, vol i b 206 .
* Hee Clarendan's Life. l
* Hushwoerh, vel. fiL p 1131, )
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onre to the consideration of the Scotch bmsiness with &
view tp supplies, and for this purpose had specially or-
dered the Jord keeper’s speech and his own to be entered
on the journals, —even the royalist members of the
house could not but recognize, after the presentation of
such a seties of petitions from the people they repre-
sented, a certain sort of *“divided duty.” This was
exactly the occasion Pym had sought, and he availed
himself of it. '

‘" Whilst men gazed upon each other,” ssys lonl
Clarendon, ‘“looking who should begin, (much the
greater part heving never hefore sat in parliament},
Mr, Pym, a man of good reputation !, but mueh better

" known afterwards, who had been as long in those
assernblies as any man then living, brake theice; and in
‘8 pet discourse of ahove two hours, after wention of
the king with profound reverence, and commenilation
of his wisdom and justice, he ohserved, that by the
long intermission of parliaments many unwarrentsble
things had been preectised, notwithstending the great
virtue of his majesty ;' and then enumerated all the
projects which had been set on foot; all the illegsl
proclamations which had been published, and the pro-
ceedings which had been upon those proclemations ;
the judgment upon ship-money ; and many grievances
which related to the ecclesinstical jurisdietion ; sumrming
up shortly and sharply, all that most reflected upon the
prudence and justice of the government; and con-
cluding « that he had only laid that scheme before them
that they might see how much work they hed to do
to satisfy thelr country, the method and manner of
the doing whereof he left to their wisdoms.” To
this may be added the characteristic description given
by May, the historian of the Long Pariiament. ¢ Mas-
ter Pym, 8 grave and religious gentleman, in a long
speech of almost two hours, recited s catalogue of

! Whitelock thos descritees hlm : wu Master Pym, an ancient gentleman

of great experienge in parliamectary affeire, and oo less known fidelity to
hin country.”
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ihe grievances which at that time lay heavy on the
commonwealth, of which many abbreviated copies, as
extracting the heads omly, were with great greediness
faken by gentlemen, and others throughout the kingdom,
for it was not then in fashion to print speeches of par-
lament.”

The effect of this speech wes so extraordinary
throughout England, that it has been made matter of
genergl comment with all the historians of the peried.
The only reference they are able to give, however, is to
the abstract supplied by Rushworth !; and this seemed
o me to be se unsatisfactory a version, that I com-
menced a search among the pamphlets at the British
Museum, in the hope that some publicalion of a speech
that had preduced such results, and which might pos-
sibly have tzken place with Pym’s suthority, had es-
caped the notice of* the indefatigable collector, This
hope was not disappointed ; and some extensive extracts
shall now be laid before the reader, from a report which
teceived the subsequent correction of Iym himsell.
These extracts are remarkahle on every account: they
do not simply illustrate the period better than any
liboured history can; they will be found to mark,
aleo, most emphatically, a certain grave and subdued
siyle and manner in the epeaker, which singularly con-
traats with his tone at the meeting of the parliament
that followed. It is as though he spoke — and doubtless
he did speak— with the therough knowledge that, as the
present parliament had been called by the king, the
next was to be forced imto existence by the people.
Ebe report is given in the third person, and opens

s ; —

** Never parliament had greater businesses to dispatch,
nor more difficulties to encounter ; therefore wee have
reagon to take all advantages of order ahd addresse, and
bereby wee ehall not only doe our owne worke, but dis-
pose and inable curselves for the better satisfaction of
his mejesty’s desire of supply. The grievances being

1 ¥ol, iif, p. 1181,  Old, Parl Hist, vol. vili..p. 433, ]

Ll
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removed, our affections will carry us with speede and
cheerefulnesse, to give his majestie that which may be
sufficient both for his honor and suppart. Thosze that
in the very first place shall endeavour to redresse the
grievances, will be found not to hirder, but to bee the
best furtherers of his majestie’s service. Hee that takes
away weights, doth as much gdvantage motion, as he that
addeth wings. Divers pieces of this maine worke have
beene already propounded ; his endeavour should be to
present to the house m modell of the whole. In the
creation, God made the world according to that idea or
forme, which was eternally pre-existent in the divine
minde. Moses was commanded to frame the tabernacle
after the patterne shewed him in the mount. Those
actions are seldome well perfected in the erxecution, which
are not firat well moulded in the designe and propos-
ition.”

In such passages as these, for abundance of argument,
and weight, no less than closeness, of reasoning, the
eloquence of Pym approaches to the more deliberate
compositions of Lord Bacen.

“ He said he would labour ta contract those manifold
affaires both of the church and state, which did so
earnestly require the wisdorne and faithfulniesse of this
house, inte a double method of grievances and cures.
And because there wanted mot some who pretended,
that these things wherewith the commonwealtb is now
grieved, are much for the advantage of the king, and that
the redresse of them will be to his majesty's great dis.
advantage and losse (hee said} he doubted net but to
make it appeate, that in discovering the present pgreat
distempers and disorders, and procuring remedie for
them, we should bee no lesse serviceable to his majestie,
who hath summoned us to this great councell, than
usefull to those whom we doe here represent. For ihe
better effecting whereof he propounded three maine
branches of hie discourse. In the first (he said) he
would offer them the severall heads of some priucipall
grievances, under which the kingdom groaned. In the
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gecond, he undertook to prove, that the disorders from
whence those grievances issued, were as hurtfull to the
king ss to the people. In the third, he would advise
such 8 way of healing and removing thoee grievances,
as might bee equally effectuall to maintaine the honour
and greatnesse of the king, and to proeure the presperitie
and contentment of the people.

 In the handling whereof he promised te use such
expressions as might mitigate the sharpnesse and bitter-
nesse of those things whereof he was to speake, so far
as his duty and faithfulnesse would allow. Itis a great
prerogative to the king, and a great honour attributed to
him, in 2 maxjme of cur law, that he can doe no wrong;
he is the fountaine of justice; and, if there be any
injustice in the execution of hia commands, the law
casts it upon the ministers, and frees the king. detivitie,
life, and vigour, are conveyed into the sublunary ercafures
by the influence of Heaven ; but the malignitie and dis-
temper, the cause of so many epidemical] diseases, doe
proceed from the roysome vapours of the earth, or gome
ill affected qualities of the aire, without any infection or

. alteration of those pure, celestiall, and incorruptibie bodies,
In the like manner (he said) the authoritie, the power,
and countenance of princes, may concur in the actions
of evill men, without partaking in the injustice and.
obliquitie of them. These matters whereof we coma

_plaine, have been presented 10 his majesty, eitlier under

the pretence of royall prerogatives, which he is bound
to maiotaine, or of public good which is the most honer-
able object of regall wisdom. But the covetous and
ambitious designes of others have interposed betwixt
his royall inteutions, and the happinesse of his people,
making those things pernicious and hurtfull, which. his
majestie apprehended as just and profitable.”

How admirable is the grace and modesty of expression
in the first passage that follows, and how thonghtful and
comprebensive e tone of the rest!

‘¢ TYe gaid, the things which he was to propound were
of @ various nature, many of them such as required a
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in the libertie of our persons and propriety of our
estates, '

* The privileges of parliament were not given for the
omament or advantege of those who are the members
of parliament. They have a reall use and efficacie
towards that which is the end of parliaments. We are
free from suits that we mey the more intirely addiet
ourselves to the publick services; we have, therefore,
libertie of speach, that our counsels may not be cor-
rupted with feare, or our judgemenis perverted with
selfe respects. Those three great faculties and fune-
tons of parliament, the legislative, judiciarie, and con-
ailiarie power, cannot be well exercised without such
priviledges as these. The wisedom of our laws, the
faithfullnesse of cur counsels, the righteousnesse of our
Jjudgements, can hardly be kept pure and untainted, if
they proceed from distracted and restrained mindes.

** It is a good rule of the morall philosapher, Ef non
ledas mentem gubgrnatricem emnium actionum, These
powers of parliament are to the bodie politike as the
rationall faculties of the soule "to a man: that which
keepes all the parls of the commonwealth in frame and
temper, gught fo be moef carcfully preserved in that
JSreedome, vigour, and activitie, which belongs to it self.
Qur predecessors in this house have ever been most care-
full in the fivst place to settle and mecure their privi-
ledges ; end (he said) he hoped, that we having had
greater breaches made upon us than heretofore, would
be no lesse tender of them, and forward in seeking re-
paration for that which is past, and prevention of the
bike for the time to come.

“ Then hee, propounded divers particular paints
whetein the priviledge of parliament had been broken.
First, in restraining the members of the house from
speaking. Secondly, in forbidding the speaker to put
lny quesnon

* Theee two were practiced the last day of the
last patliament (and, as was alledged by hiz majestie’s
command) ; and both of them trench upon the very life
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and being of parliaments; for if snch a restraining
power as this should take root, and bee sdmitted, it will
be impossible for us to bring eny resolution to perfection
in such matters as shall displease those about the king,

“ Thirdly, by imprisoning divers members of the
honse, for matters done in parligment. Fourthly, by
indietments, informations, and judgments in ordinary
and inferiour courts, for speaches and proceedings in
parliaments.  Fifthly, by the disgraceful order of the
king’s bench, wherehy some members of this house
were injoyned to putin securitie of their good be-
haviour ; and for refnsall thereof, were continned
in prison, divers yesres, without any particular alle-
gation againat them. One of them was freod by death. |
Othera were not dismissed ? till his majesty had declared
his intention to summon the present parliament. And
this he noted not only hes a breach of privilege, but as
a violation of the common justice of the kingdome.
Sixthly, by the sudden and abrupt dissolution of par-
liaments, contrary to the law and custom.

“ Often hath it been declared in parliaments, that the
patliament should not be dissolved, till the petitions be
answered. ‘I'his (he seid) wes a great grievance
because it doth prevent the redresse of other grievances.
It were a hard case that a private man should bee put
to death withont being heard. As this rdpresentative
body of the commons receives & being by the summons,
50 it receives a civill death by the dissolution, Isit not
a mnch more heavie dotine by which we lose our being,
te have this cvill death inflicted on us in diepleasure,
and not to be allowed time and liberty to enswer fox
ourselves ? that we ghould not only die, but Aava &his
r 1 Thit"aliusion to Eliot is interesting; and 1 should add that, two or
three days after, Pym moved ' that it be referrved to the commlittee of the
Tower, to after what wir John Eliot camse ia iz death, My
wtage m the Tower, and o vew ide roors and places where Az wok 4
#oned, and where A died, and to report the same to the house.” I have
not been ahle to fnd the repert, o termma of the notice are very retnark-
farbilee' ;nd suggest other notions besides that of Pym's affection for bis old

1]
he:' That ll. not released from bail, They were all releasd from prison
ore Edi
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mark of infamy laid upon us ? to bee made intestabiles,
disabled to make our wills, to dispose of our businesse,
gs this house hath always used to doe before adjourn-
ments or dissclutions? yet this hath often been our
case! We have not beene permitted to poure out our
last sighes and groanes into the bosome of our deare
sovernigne. The words of dying men are full of piercing
affections ; if we might be heard to speake, no doubt
we should so fully expresse our love and faithfulnesse
to our prince, aa might take off the false suggestions
and aspercions of others: at least we should in our hum.

ble supplications recommend some auch things to him
" iop the name of his people, as would make for his owne
honour and the publike good of hia kiogdome,

“ Thus he concluded the first sort of grievances,
being such as were against the priviledge of parliament,
and passed on to the next, concerning religion ; all
which hee conveyed under these four heads. The
firat, was the great encouragement given to poperie, of
which he preduced these particular evidences. 1. A
suspension of all laws againat papists, whereby
they enjoy a free and almost publike exercise of that
religicn. Those good statutes which were made for
restraint of idolatrie and superstition are now a ground
of securitie to them in the practice of both; being used
to no other end but to get money inlo the hing's purse ;
which, as it is clearly againat the intentions of the law,
o it is full of mischiefe to the kingdome.”

Here Pym interposed & few words which vindicate
his memory from the charge that haa so often been
urged against it, of religious bigotry and intolerance.
Laud’s indulgences to the catholics may possibly be
thought, now-a-days, and juelly so theught, unworthy
of either regret or blame ; but let the reader place him-
eelf in the position of a protestant non-conformist of that
period, and think of the haydshipa he would have euffered
for refuring to bow his conscience to certain prescribed
formule in doctrine and ceremgoial, and contrast them
next with these catholic indulgences ; or, coosidering
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himself only as a statésman bent on the achievement of
responsible government, let him, knowing the connec-
tion in that day of popery with absolute power, observe
the eeger servility with which the * indulged " catho-
lics sought to make themselves, upon every eccasion,
the most active instruments of Charles’s despotism, Tho-
roughly was Pym justifed in saying what follows ! —

¢ By this means e dangerous party is ¢herished and
increased, who are ready to close with any opportunitie
of disturbing the peace and safety of the state. Yet
(hee anid) Aee did not desire any new laws against pope-
rie, or any rigorous cowrses in the erecution ¢f those
alreadie in force: Ae wos for from seeking the ruin of
their persons or eslafes; onely he wish't they might be
%ept in such a condilion as should restraine them from
dotng huri.
* It may bee objected, there are moderate and discreet
men amongst them, men of estates, such as have an
interest in the peace and prosperitie of the kingdom as
well as wee. These (hee said) were not to be considered -
according to their own disposition, but according o the
nature of the body whereof they are parties. The
planets have eeverall and particular moticns of their
owne, yet they are all rapt and transported into a con-
trarie course by the superior orbe which comprehends
them all. The principles of poperie are such as are in-
compatible with any other religion. There may be &
suspension of viclence for some hy certain respects ; bug
the ultimate end even of that moderation is, that they may
with more advantage extirpate that which is opposite to
them. Laws will not reatrain them. Oathes will not.
The pope can dispense with both these, and where there
is occasion, his commend will move them to the disturb-
ance of the realme —— against their own private dispos—
ition — yea, against their own resson and judgernent
—to obey him; to whom they have (especially the
Jjesuiticall party) absolutely and intirely obliged them-
" selves, not only in spiritual matters, but in temporal ; as
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our churches & shape and face of poperie. * Hee com-
pared this {o the drie bones in Exeldel.  First, they came’
together ; then the sinews and the flesh came upon them ;
afler this the skin covered them; and then breath and life
wag put info them ! 8o (he said) after these men had
moulded s into an outward forme and visage of poperie,
they would more boldly endeavour fo breathe into us the
spirit of life and poperie,

“The third grievance was the countenancing and
preferring those men who were most forward in
setting up such innovations: the particulars were so
well known, that they needed not to be named.

“ The fourth was, the discouragemeunt of those who
were knowne to bee most conscionable and faithfull pro-
fessors of the truth. Some of the wayes of effecting this
he observed to be these. The courses taken fo inforce
and inlarge those unhappy differences, for matiers of
gmall moment, which have been anwangst ourselves, and
to raise up new occasions of further division, whereby
many have been induced to forsake the land, not seeing
the end of those volnutarie and human injunctions in
things spperlaining to od’s worship. Those who are
indeed lovers of religion, and of the churches of God,
would sexk to make up those breaches, and to unite us
more entirely sgainst the common enemie, 2. The over
rigid prosecution of those who are scrupulous in wusing
some fhings enjoyned, which are held by those who enjoyn
them fo be in themselves indifferent. It hath beene ever
the desire of this house, exprest in many parliaments
in queene Elizabeth’s time and since, that such might
be tenderly used. Tt was one of cur petitions delivered
at Oxford 10 hiz majestie that now is; but what Llittle
moderation it hath preduced, is not unknown to us all!
Any other vice afmost may be lbetter endured in a mi-

aister then inconformitie! 8. The unjust punishments
end vexations of sundry persons for matters required
without any warrant of law: as, for not reading the
booke concerning, recreation on the Lord's day ; for not
removing the communion table o bee set altarwice at
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extravagances, that have not seldom passed in modern
days for oratory.

“ Having dispatched these several poinls, hee pro-
ceeded to the third kind of grievances, being such as
are agsinst the common justice of the realm, in the
libertie of our persons, and proprietie of our estates, of
which (he said) he had many to propound: in deing
whereof, he would rather observe the order of time.
wherein they were acted, than of consequence; but
when hee should come to the cure, hee should then per-
suade the house to begin with those which were of most
importance, as being now in execution, and very much
pressing and exhausting the commonwealth.

“ He began with the tonmage and poundage, and
other impositions not warranted by law; and because
these burdens had long lain upon us, and the principles
which produced them, are the same from whence divers
others are derived, he thought it necessary to premise
a short narrative and relation of the grounds and pro-
ceedings of the power of imposing herein practised. It
was (he said) & fundamental truth, essential to the

onstitution and government of this kingdom,——an he.
reditarie liberty and privilege of all the freeborn sub-
jects of the land,—that no tax, tallage, ot other charge
might be leid upon us, without common consent in
parliament. This was acknowledged by the Con.
queror ; ratified in that eontract which he made with
this nation, upon his admittance to the kingdome ; de-
clared and confirmed in the lawes which he published,

# Thie hath never been denyed by any of our kings,
though broken and interrupted by somne of them, espe-
cially by king John and Henry II1. Then, aguine, it
wus conflrmed by Mag. Chart. and other succeeding
lewes: yet not so well seitled but that it was sometime
‘sttempted by the two eucceeding Edwards ; in whose
times the subjects were very sensible of all the breaches
roade upon the cammon libertie, and, by the oppor-
‘tunitie of frequent parliaments, pursued them with fresh
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addition of charge, but still upon pretence of the sta-
tute, which is that we call the pretermitted custome.
“In queen Elizabeth's time, it is true, one or two
little impositions crept in; the generall prosperitic of her
raigne overshadowing smali errors and innorations. One
of these wag upun currants, by occasion of the mer-
chants’ complaints that the Venetiane had laid a charge
upen the English cloth, that so we might bee even with
them, and force them the econer to take it off. But
thig being demanded by king James, was denyed by
one Bates, a merchant, and upon a suit in the exche-
quer, was adjudged for the king. Now, the manner of
that judgement was thus. There were then but three
Judges in that court, all differing from one another in
the grounds of their sentences. The first was of opinion,
the king might impose upon such commodities 15 were
forraign and superfluous, as corrants were, but not upon
such es were native and to be transported, or necessarie,
and to be imported for the use of the kingdeme. The
second judge was of opinion, he might impose upon all
forraign metchandize, whether superfluous or mno, but
not upon native. The third, that for as much as the
kiog had the custody of the ports, and the guard of the
eeas, and that he might open and shut up the ports as
he pleased, hee had a prerogative to impose upon all
merchandize, both exported and imported. Yet this
eingle, distracted, and divided judgment, is the found-
gtion of all the impositions now in practice ! for after
this, king James laid new charges upon all commodities
outward end inward, hot limited te 2 certain time and
qceasion, but reserved to himself, his heires and suc-
eeasors, for ever —the first impasitions {n fee simple {Aat
were ever Meard ¢f in this kingdome. 'This judgment,
and the right of imposing thereupon assumed, was
questiobed in septimo and duodecimo of that king, and
was the cause of the breach of both those parliementa
In 18 & 21 Jacobi, indeed, it was not agitated by this
house, but only that they might preserve the favor of
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the Ling, for the dispatch of some other great busi-
nesses, upon which they were more especially attentive.!
But in the first of his present majestie, it necessarily
came to be remembered, upon the proposition on the
king's part, for renewing the bill of tonnage and pound-
age ; yet so moderate was that parliament, that they
theught rather 1o confirm the impositions already set by
a law to be made, than to abolish them by a judgment
in parliament ; byt that and divers insuing parliaments
have been undappilic hroken, hefore that endeavour could
be accomplished : only at the last meeting & remon-
strance was made cohcerning the libertie of the subject
in this point; and itheth alwayes beene expressed 1o
bee the meaning of the house, and so it was (as hee
said) his owne meaning in the propesition now made, to
settle and restore the right according to law, and not
to dimirish the king's profit, but to establish it by a

free grant in parliament,
¢ However, since the breach of the last parliament,
hiz najestie hath, by a new book of rates, very much
increased the burder upon merchandize ; and nowtonnage
and poundage, old and new impositions, are all taken by
prerogalive,without any grant in parliament, or autharitie
of law fas we coneeive;; from whence divers inconveniences
and mischiefs are produced. 1. The danger of the
president, thata judgment in one court, and in one case,
is made binding to all the kingdome, 2. Men's goods
are seized, their legall suits are stopped, and justice
denyed to those, that desire to take the beneflt of the
law., 3. The great sums of mouey received upon these
jmposidons, intended for the guard of the seas, claimed
and defended upon no ground but of publike trust, for
protection of merchants and defence of the porle, are
dispersed to other uses, and & new tax raised for the
same purposen 4. These burdens are so excessive,
that trade is therehy very much hindered, the commo-
dities of our own growth extremely abased, and those
imported much enhaunsed ; all which lies not upon the
4 The wat with the Palatlnate. ;ee Life of Eliot, p. 15—24 ‘.
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merchant alone, but upon the generalitie of the subject ;
and by this means the stock of the kingdom is much
diminisht, our exportation being lesse profitable, and our
importation more changeable. And {f the worre and
troubles in the neighbour paris had not brought almost the
‘whole streame of trade info this kingdome, we should have
found many more prejudiciall effects of these impositions,
long before this tirme, than yet wee have done. Espe-
cially they have beene insupportable to the poore plant-
ations, whither many of his majestie’s subjects havebeene
transported, in divers parts of the continent and islands
of America, in furtherance of a designe tending to the
honor of the kingdome, and the inlargement of his
majestie’s dominions, The adventurers in this noble
worke have for the most part mno other support but
tobacco, upon which such a heavy rate is set, that the
king receives twice as much as the true value of the
commoditie 10 the owner. &, Whereas these great
burdens have csused divers merchants to apply them-
sclves to a way of traffique ahroad by transporting goods
from ome countrey to another, without hringing them
home into Fngland. But now it hath beene lately
endeavonred to set an imposition upen this trade, so
that the king will have a dutie even out of those eom-
modities which never come within his dominions, to the
great discouragement, of sueh active and indostrious
men.

““The next generall head of civill grievances, wns
inforcing men to compound for knighthood ; which
though it may seeme past, becguse it is divers yeares
gince it was used, yet upon the same grounds the king
may renew it, as often as he plesseth, for the composition
Jooks backward, and the offenice continuing is subject to
& new fine. The state of that businesse he layed downe
thus : — Heretofore, when the services dwe by lenure
were taken in kind, it were fit there were some way of
triall and approbation of those that were bound to such
wervices. 'Therefere it was ordained, that such ms were
to doe knight's services, after they came of age and hady

|
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possession of their lands, should bee made kmighta;
that is, publikely declared to bee fit for that service: —
divers ceremonies and solemnities were in use for this
purpose ; and if by the partie’s neglect this was not
done, he was punishable hy fine; therebeing in those times
an ordinary and open wsy to get knightbaed, for tliose
who were borne to it. Now it is quite true, that although
the use of thin hath for divers ages been discoutinued,
yet there have past very few kings under whom there
hath not been a generwll sumimons, requiring those whe
hed lands of auch value aa the law prescribes, to' appesre
at the coronation, or some other great solemnitie, and to
bee knighted, and yet nothing intended but the getting
of some small fines. BSo this grievance is not altogether
new in the kind ; but it is new in the manner, and in
the excesse of it, und that in divers respects. 1. First,
it hath been extended beyond all intention and colour
of law. Not only inneholders, but likewise lease-
holders, copyholders, merchants, and others; scarce any
man free from it. 2. The fines have been immoderate,
far beyond the proportion of former times. 8. The
proporiion have been without any example, president, or
rule of justice. For though those that were summoned
did eppear, yet distresses infinite were made out against
them, and issues increased and multiplyed, and no way
open to discharge those issues, hy plea or otherwise, but
onely by compounding with the commissioners at their
- own pleagure
“ The third gemeral head of civil grievances was,
the great inundation of mounopolive ; whereby heavy §
burthems are laid, not only vpon forraigne but also
pative commodities. These began in the soap patent,
The principall undertakers in this were divers Popish
recugants, men of estate and qualitie, such as in likely-
hood di¢ not only aime at their private gaine, but that by
tafa open breach of law, the ling and hiz peopls might bg
more fully divided, ond the wayes of parliament men
3 more thoroughly odstructed, Amongst the infinite incon-
veniences and wischiefes which this did produce, these
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few may be observed. 1. The impairing the goodnesse,
and ichauncing the price of most of the commodities
and manufactures of the realme, yes, of those which are
of most necessarie and common uee, as selt, soape, beere,
coles, and infinite. others. 2. That, under colour of
licenses, trades and manufactures are restrained to a few
hands, and many of the subjects deprived of their
ordinary way of livelihood. 3. That upon such illegal]
grants, a great number of persons had beene unjustly
vexed by pursevants, imprisonments, attendance upon
the counsell table, forfeiture of goods, and meny other
wayes,

¢ The fourth head of civil grievances wea, that great
and upparelleled prievance of the ship money, which,
though it may seeme to have more warrant of law than
the rest, because there hath a judgement passed for it,
yet in truth it is thereby aggravated, if it bee considered
that the judgement is founded upon the naked opinion
of some judges without any written law, without any
custome, or authoritie of law bookes, yes, without any
one president for it! Many expresse lawes, many de-
clarations in parliaments, and the constant praclice snd
judgment at al! times being against it ! yea, in the very
nature of it, it will be found to be dispreportionable to
the case of ©mnecessitie’ which is pretended to be the
ground of it! Necesmtie excludes all formalitiee and
solemnities. It is no time then to make levies and taxes,
to build and prepare ships. Every man's person, every
man’s ships, are to be imployed for the resisting of an
invading enemie. The right on the subject’s part was
so cleare, and the prelences eguinst it so weake, that hee
thought no man would venture his reputation or con-
science in the defence of that judgment, being so con-
trary to the grounds of the law, to the practice of former
times, and =0 inconsislent in its selfe.

* Amongst many inconveniences and ohbliquities of
this grievance, he noted these, 1. That it extendeth to
all persons, and to all times ; it subjecteth our goods to
distresse, and our persons ta imprisonment; sod, the
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causes of it being secret and invisible, referred 10 his
majesties breast alone, the subject waa left without
possibilitie of exception and reliefe. 2. That there was
no rules ot limits for he propottion ; so that no nan
knew what eatate he had, or how to order his course or
expences. 3, That it was taken out of the subject’s
purse by a writt, and brqught into the king's coffers by
instructions from the lords of his most honourable
privie councell. Now in the legell defence of it, the
writ only did sppeare ; of the instructions there was ne
notice taken, which yet in the real execution of it were
most predominant. f¢ carries the face of service in the
wril, and of revenue in the instructions, Why, if this
way bad not been found to turn the ship into money, it
would easily have appeared how incompatible this eervice
is with the office of a sheriffe, in the inland countes ;
and hew incongrnous and inconvenient for the inbabir-
ants ! The law in o body politike 'ts like nature, which
alwayes prepareth and disposeth proper and fit instruments
and orgenss for every naturall operation. If the law had
intended acy such charge as this, there should bave
beene certaine ru.les, suitable meanes and courses, for the
levying and managing of it.

““ The fifth head was the inlargement of Lhe forrests
beyond the bounds and perambulations appointed and
eatablished by act of parliament 27 & 28 Edward
Y. ; and this is done upon lhe very ressoms and
exceptions which had been on the king's part pro-
pounded, and by the commons answeted, in parliament,
not long after that establishment, It is not unknowne
to many in this house, that those perambulations were
the fruit end effect of that famous charter which is
ealled Charts de forrestd, whereby many tumults,
troubles, and discontents had beene taken away, and
composed between the king and his eubjects ; and it is
Inll of danger, that by reviving those old quesions, wee
may fall into the like disternpers. Hereby, however, no
blame could fall upon that great lord, who is now justice
in Eyre, and in whose name these things wete acled ; it
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could not be expected that he should take notice of the
lawes and customes of the realme; therefore he was
carefull to procure the mssistence and direction of the
Judges ; and if any thing were done against Iaw, it
was for them to answer, and not for him.

“The particular irregularities and obliquities of this
businiesse were these : —1. The surruptitious procuring
a verdict for the king; without giving notice to the
countrey, whereby they might be prepared to give in
evidence for their own interest and indemnitie ; as was
done in Essex. 2. Whereas the judges in the justice
eeat in Essex were consulted with, about the entry of
the former verdict, and delivered their opinion touching
that zlone, without medling with the point of right;
this opinion was after inforced in-other counties, es if it
had been a judgement upon the matter, and the coun-
cell for the county disconntenanced in speaking, because
it was said to be alrezdy adjudged. 3. The inheritance
of divers of the subjects have beene hereupou disturbed,
after the guiet possession of three or four hundred
years, and s way opened for the disturbance of many
others, . 4. Great summs of money heve been drawn
from such as have lands within these pretended bounds,
and those who have forborne to make composition have
beene threatened with the execution of these forest lawes,
5. The fifth was the selling of nusetnces, or at lemst
some such things as are supposed to bee nusances. The
king, as father of the commonweslth, ts to take care

of the publike commodities and advantages of his aub- -

jects, as rivers, bighways, common sewers, and such
like, andis to remove whalsoever i prejudiciall to
theém ; and for the tryell of those, there are legall and
ordinary writs of ad quod damnum ; but of late & new
and extrajudiciall way hath beene taken, of declaring

matters to be nusances ; and divers have thereupon been |

questioned, and if they wonld not compound, they have
beene fined ; if they doe compound, that which was
first prosecuted a9 a common nusance, is taken into the
king's protection, and allowed to stand ; and thaving
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yeelded the king money, no further care ie taken whe-
ther it be good er bad for the commonwealth, By this
a very great and publike trust is either broken or abused,
If the maiter compounded for be truly & nusance, then
it ig broken to the hurt of the people ; if it bee not a
nusance, Lhen it is abused to the hurt of the partie. The
particulars mentioned were: Fimt, The commission
for buildings in and about this towne, which heretofore
hath beene presented by this house as a grievance in
king James his time, but now of late the execurion
hath beene much more frequent and prejudiciall than
it was before, Secondly, Commission for depopulatiens,
which began some few years since, and is etill in hot
prosecution. By both these the subject is restrained
from disposing of hiz owne. Some bave been com-
roanded to demolish their houees; others have been
forbidden to build ; others, after great trouble and vex-
ation, have beene forced to redeeme their peace with
Jarge summes, and they still remain, by law, as lyable to
a new question as before ; for it is egreed by all, that
the king cannot license & commen nusance ; and ai-
though indeed these are mot such, yet it is a matter
of very ill consequence, that under that name they
shonld be compounded for, and may in U times here-
after bee made o president for the kinge of this realme
{o claime a power of licensing such things as are nu-
sances indeed, ’ .
¢ The seventh great civil grievance hath been, the
militarie charges laid upen the severallfconnties of the
kingdome; sometimes by warrant under hizs majestie’s
gignature ; sometimes by letters from the councell table;
and sometimes (such hath been the boldnesse and pre-
sumption of eome men), by the order of the lord lieu-
tenants, or deputy lieutenant slone. This iu a growing
evill ; stll multiplying and increasing from a few par-
gicnlars to many, from small swnmes to great. It be-
gan first to be practised as a loane, for supply of coat
and conduct money; and for this it bath some coun
tepance from ihe use in queen Elizabeth's time, when
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the lords of the councell did often desive the deputy
lieutenants to proenre so much money to be laid out in
the countrey &s the service did require, with a promise to
pay it egaine in London ; for whick purpose there wes
a constant warrant in the exchequer. This (he said)
was the practice in her time, and in a great part of king
James’s. But the payments were then so certain, as it
was lititle otherwise than taking up money upon bills of
exchange. At this day they follow these presidents in
the manner of the demand {for it is with a promise of
a repayment), but not in the certaintie and readinesse
of satisfaction.

“The first particular brought into a tax (as he
thought) wes the muster master's wages, at which many °
repined ; but being for small summs, it began to bee
generally digested: yet, in the last parliament, this
house was sensible of it, and to avoid the danger of the
president that the subjects should be forced to make
any payments without consent in parliament, they
thought upon a bill that might bee & rule to the lieu-
tenants what to demand, and to the people what to pay.
But the hopee of this Wil were dasht in the dissolution

. of that parliament. Now of late divers other particu-

lars are growing into practse, which make the griev—
ance much more heavie, Those mentioned were these.
1. Pressing men against their will, and forcing them
which are rich or unwilling to serve, to find others in
their place. 2. The provision of publike megnzines
for powder, and other munition, spades and pickaxes.
3. The salarie of divers officers besides the muster
master. 4. The buying of cart-horses and carts, and
hiring of carts for carriages.

* The eighth head of civil grievances was the extra.
Jjudiciall declarations of judges, whereby the subjects have
been boundt in matlers of great importancz without
beareing of councell or argument on their part, and are
left without legall remedie, by writ of errour or other—
wise. He remembered the expression used by g
former member of tbe house, of a teeming parliament.”
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This (he said) wea 2 teeming grievance; from hence
have issued most of the great grievances now in-being.
The ship-money—the pretended nusances elready men-
ticned —and some others which have not yet been toucht
upon, — especially that concerning ihe proceedings of
ecclesiastical courts.

*“The ninth general head was— that the authoritie and
wisedom of the conncell table have been applied to the
contriving and managing of severall monopolies, and
other great grievances. The institution of the coun.
cell table was much for the advantage amnd securitis
of the subject, to avoid snrreptitious and precipitate
ecourts in the great affairs of the kingdome. But by
law an oath shonld be taken by ell those of the king's
counsell ; in which, amongst other things, it is exprese
that they should for no canse forbeare t¢ doe right, to
all the king’s people. If such an oath be not now
laken, he wisht it might be brought into use againe.

“ Tt was the honour of that table, to bee ay if were
incorporated with the King ; his royall power and
preatnesse did shine most conspicuously in their actions,
and in their councels. "Wee have heard of projectors
and resurees heretofore ; and what opinion and relish
they have found in this house iz not uvnknown. But
that any such thing should be zcted by the councell
table, which might give strength and countenance to
manopolies, av i kath rot been wsed till row of late,
% it cannot be apprehended without the just griefe of
the honest subject, and encouragement of those who are
t qffected. He remembered that in tertio of this
king, a nohle gentleman, then & very worthy member
of the com:nons’ house, now a great lord and eminent
eounsellour of state, did in this place declare an opinion
coneerning that clause used to bee inserted in pattents
of monopolie, whereby justices of peace are com-
manded to assist the pattentees; and that he urged it to
be agreat dishonour to those gentlemen which are in

©mmission to be so meanely employed: — with how
much more reason may wee, in jealousie of the
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honour of the councell table, bumbly desire that their
precious time, their great abiliries, desipned to the
publike care and service of the kingdome, may nat
receive such o staine, such o diminution, ds to be
employed in matters fof s0 il report, in the estimation
¢f the luw ; of o il effect, in the apprehension of the
people !

*¢ The ienth head of eivil grievances was comprised
in the high court of starchamber ; which some thinke
succeeded that which in the parlisment rolls is called
meagnum concilium, and to which parliaments were wont
50 often to referre those important matters which they
had no time to determine. But now this court, which in
the late resteuration or erection of it, in Henry VIL."s
time, was eapecially designed to restraine the oppres-
sion of great men, and to remove the obstructions and
impedimenta of the law, — this, which is both a court
of councell and & court of justice, —- hath been made
an instrument of erecting and defending monopolies
and other grievances; to set a face of right upon thase
things which are unlawfull in their own nature; a
face of puhlike good, upon such as are pernicious in
their use and execution, The soape-patent and divers
other evidences thereof may be given, 'so well known
a8 not to require a pardeular relation. Aod as if
this were not enough, this court hath lately intermedled
with tbe ship money! divers sheriffes have been
questioned, for not levying and collecting such summs
as their counties have been charged with; and if this
beginning bee not prevented, the starre chamber will
become & court of revenue, and it shall bee made erime
not to colleet or pay such taxes as he state shall
require ! :

% The eleventh head of civil grievance was now come
to. Hee said, hee was gone very high, yet hee must
go a little higher, That great and most eminent power
of the king, of making edicls and proclatnations, which
are eaid to be /eges femporis, and by means of which
our'princes have used to encounter with such sudden and
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unexpected danger, ag woeuld not indure so much delay,
a8 agsembling the great councell of the kingdome —
this, which is one of the most glorious beames of
majentie, most rigorous in commanding reverence and
subjection, hath, to our unepeakable griefe, been often
exercised of late for the enjoyning and maintaining
sundry monopolien and other grants; exceeding bur-
densome, und prejudiciall to the people.

“ The twelfth next. Now, although he was come as
bigh as he eould. upon earth, yet the presumption of
evill men did leade him one step higher—-even a8 high
as beaven—as high as the throne of God! 1t was now
(he said) growne common for ambitigus and corrupt men
of the clergie to abuwe the truth of God and the bond of
eonscience ; preaching downe the lawes and liberties of
the kingdom; and pretending divine authoritie for am
absolute power in the king, to do what he would with
our persons and goods. Thie hath been so often pub~
lished in sermons and printed bookes, r.hat £ 15 now the
high wey to preferment !

“I'n the Jast patliament we had a aentenqe of an offence
of this kind against one Manwaring, then a doctor, now
a bishop ; concerning whom (hee said) he would say no
more but thie, thet when ke saw kim at that darre, in
the most humble and dejected posture that ever he ob-
veroed, he thoteght ke would nol o soone have leapt inlo
a bishop’s chaire! But his enccesse hath emboldened
other ; therefore (he said) thle may well bee noted as a
a double grievance, that such doctrine should be al.
lowed, and thet such men should bee preferred ; yea,as e
roote of grievances, whereby they indeavour to corrupt
the king’s conscenee, and, as much as in them lyes, to
deprive the people of that royal protection to which his
majestie ig bound by the fundamentall lewes of the
kingdome, and by his own personali oathe.

¢ T'he thirteenth head of civil grievances he would thus
express : The long intermission of parliaments, contrary
10 the two statutes yet in force, whereby it is appointed
there should bee parliaments onee ¢ yeare, at the least ;

YOL. M,
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and most contrary Lo the public goode of the kingdome;
since, this being well remedied, it would generate re.
medies for all the rest.”

These extructs will be thought as important as they
are interesting, by every student of English history, or
of the noblest aspects of the English character. To
abridge them would be indeed to realise the story of
the man who put a brick in his pocket, thinking to
show it as the medel of a house. What a grave, clear,
solid, and laborious style! What honest seriousness and
simplicity of tone in the reasoning! What an exquisite
general union of fact and feeling in the ideas!. What
tenacity and firmness in the expression! No where ia
thereany affectation of philoscphy or finetaste; the under-
standing is invigorated and nourished throughout with its
proper food, 1will only observe furthey, that the won-
derful adaptation of the manner and constraction of the
speech to the peculier cirenmstances of the occasion, will
be better felt by the reader hereafter.

‘¢ Having gone through the severall heads of griev-
ances, he came to the second maine branch, propounded
in the beginning: that the disorders from whence these -
grievances issued were as hurtfull to the king as to
the people, of which he gave divers reasons. 1. The
interruption of the sweet communion which ought to be
betwixt the king and his people, in matlers of grace and
supply. They have need of him by his generall pardon ;
to be gecured from projectors and informers; to bee
freed from obeolete laws; from the subtle devices of
such am seek to restraine the prerogalive to their owne
private advantege, and the public burt: and he hath
need of them for counsel and support, in great and
extrpordinery occasions, This mutuall intercourse, if
indeed susteined, wonld so weane the affections and
interests of his subjects into his acdons and designes,
that their wealth and their persons would be hia; his
own estate would be managed to most advantage; and
publike undertakings would be prosecuted at the charge
and adventure of the subject. The victorious attempts
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In queene Elizabeth's time upon Portugall, Spaine, and
the Indies, were for the greatest part made upon the
gubjects’ purses, and not upon the queene’s ; though the
honour and profit of the successe did most accrew to
her. 2. Those often breaches and discontentments be-
twixt the king and the people are very apt to diminish
his reputation abread, and disadvantage his treaties and
alliances. 3. The apprehension of the favor and incou-
ragement given to poperie bath much weakened his
majesty’s partic beyond the ses, and impaired that ad-
vantage which queene Elizabeth and his royall father
bave heretofore made, of being heads of the protestant
union, 4. The innovations in religion and rigour of
ecclesiasticall courts, have forced a great many of his
majeaty’s subjects to forsake the land ; whereby not only
their persons and their posteritie, but their wealth and
their industry, are lost to this kingdome, much tw the
reduction, also, of his majestie’s customes and subsidies.
And, amongst other inconveniences of such a sort, this
was especially to he observed, that diver clothiers,
driven cut of the countrey, had set up the manufacture
of cloth beyond the seas ; whereby this state is Iike to
suffer much by abatement of the price of weolls, and
by want of employment for the poore ; both which like-
wise tend to his majestie’s particular losse. 5. It puts
the king upon improper wayes of supply, which being
not warranted hy law, are much more burdensome lo the
gubject than advaniegeous to ki majestie. In France,
not long since, upon a survey of the king's revenue, it
was found that two parts in three never came to the
king’s purse, but were diverted to the profit of the
officers or ministers of the crowne, and it was thought a
very good eervice and reformation to reduce two parts
to the king, leaving atill a third part to the instruments
that were employed about getting it in. Tt may well
be douhted that the king may have the like or worse
successe in England, which appears already in some
particulars. The king, for instance, hath reserved
upon the monopoly of wines thirty thousand pound
12
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yent a yeare; the vintner payes forty shillings a
tun, which comes to ninety theusand pounds; +the
price upon the subject by retaile, is increased two-pence
8 quart, which comes to eight pound a tun, and for
forty-five thousand tun brought in yearly, amounts
to three hundred and sixty thousand pounds ; which {s
three hundred and thirty thousand pounde losse to
the kingdome, above the king’s rent?! Other mo.
nopalies also, ae that of sowpe, have beene very eharge-
abie to the kingdome, and brought very little tressure
jnto his majestie’s coffera, Thua it is that the law
provides for that revenue of the crown which is na-
turall and proper, that it may be safely collected, and
trought to account ; but this illegal revenrue, being with-
out any such provision, ie left to hazard, end much
uncertainty, either not lo be retained, or not duly ac-
counted of. 6. It is apt to wesken the industirie
and courage of the subject ; if they be left uncertsine,
whether they €hall reap the benefite of their own paines
and hazard, Thoee who ars brought into the condition
of slaves will sasily grow to o slavish disposition, who,
having nothing to loose, dee commonly shew more
boldnesse in disturhing than defending a kingdome.
7. These irregular courses doe give opportunitie to i}
instruments, to ineinuate themselves into the king's
service, for we cennat but observe, that if a man be
officious in furthering their inordinate burdens of ship
mioney, monopolics, end the like, i varnishoeth over ol
other faults, and makes him fit both for imployment and
preferment ;- so that out of their offices, they are fur.
nisht for vast expences, purchases, buildings; and the
king loseth often more in desperate debts at their
deaths, than he got by them all their lives. Whether
thin were not letely verified in a westerne man, much
imployed while he lived, he leaves to the knowledge
of those who were acquainted with his course; and
he doubted not but others might be found in the like
case. The same course, again, has been pursued with
those that are aifected io popery, to prophgnesse, and
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to superstitions innovatione, in matters of religion.
AR kinds of spioe and intelligencers hove monns o be
countenanced smd (rusted if they will be but xealous in
these kinds ¢f services, which, how much it detracta
from his majestie, in honsr, in proflt, and prosperitie
of publike affairs, lyes open to every man's apprehenaion.
And from these reasona or some of them, he thought
it proceeded that through the whols course of the English.
slory it might be observed, that thoos kings who had beene
mogt regpectfull of the laws, had beene most eminend in
greatnesee, in glory, ond succeste, both al home and
abroad ; and that others, whe thought to subsist by the
violation of them, did often fall into & state of weak-
nesye, povertie, and infortnmtie, 8. The differences
#nd discontenta betwixt his majestie and the people at
home, have in all liklyhood diverted his royalt thoughes
and councells from those great opportunities which
be might have, not only to weaken the house of Aus-
tria, and to restore the palatinate, bat to gaine himself
s higher pitch of power and greatnesse than any of
hin ancestors. For, it is not unknowne how weake,
bow distracted, how discontented the Spanish colonien
are in the West Indies. There are now in those parts,
#n New England, Firginia, and the Carid Isdands, and
in the Barmudos, at least sizty tAousond able persons
of thie nation, many of them well armed, and their
bodies scasened Lo that chimate, which, with a very emall
charge, might be set down in some advanlageous paris
of thexe pleasant, rich, and fruitfull countries, and easily
make his majestie masier of all that tredsure, which not
enly fomenls the warre, bul is the groad support of
popery in all parte of Christendome, 9. And lasdy, those
courses are like to prodnce such distempers in the state
as may not be settled without great charge smnd lomse ;
by which means more may be consumed in a few
monthe than shall be gotten by sauch wayes in many
yeeres.

* Having thus past through the two firat generall

. 18
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branches, he was now come to the third, wherein he
was to set downe the wayes of healing and removing
those grievances, which consisted of two maine branches @
first, in declaring the law where it was doubtfull ; the
second, in better provision for the execution of law,
where it is cleere. But (hee said) becanse he had al-
ready spent mmuch time, and begen to finde some com—
fusion in his memory, he would refer the particularrs to
another opportunity, and for the present only move that
which was generall to all, and which would give waight
and advantage to all the particular wayes of redresse.

% That is, that wee should speedily desire a conference
with the lords, and acquaint them with the miserabie
condition wherein wee finde the church and state ; and
a8 we have already resolved to joyn in s religious seek-
ing of God, in a day of fast and humiliation, so to
intreat ‘them te concur with us in a parliamentary
course of petitioning the king, as there should be oc-
caston ; and in searching out the causes and remedies
of these many insupportable grievances under which we
Iye. That so by the united wisedome and authgritie of
both houses, such courses may be taken as (through
God’s blessing)} may advance the honor and greatnesse
of his mujestie, and restore and establish the peace and
prosperitie of the kingdome.

¢ This (hee said} we might undertake with comfort
and bope of successe : for though there be a darknesse
upon the land, a thick and palpable darkness, like thaé
of Egypt ; yet, as in that the sunne had nof lost hie
light, nor the Egyptians their sight (the interruption
was only in the medium}, s with us there is still {God
be tharked) light in the sun — wiedome end justice €n
his majeatie — to dispell thiz darknesse; and in us thera
réemaing a visual facully, whereby we are enobled to
apprehend, end moved to desive, LignT. And when we
shall be blessed in the enjoying of it, we ghall thereby
be incited to return his majestie such thanks as may
make it shine more cleerely in the world, to his owne



JOHUN PYM. 119

glory, and in the hearta of his people, to their joy and
contentment.” !

1 1 found thiv speech, an T have already siated, in the very valushle col.
lection of king’s pamphlets now deposited in the Britith Museum. The
effect it produced, and the numerous abridgments of it taken st the time

y diffe bera, for the purpose of circulation through the country,
ua described by May, haveled to a curi fusi pecting it, The
waryibg vernlony of the same speech have been breated ex separate apeeches
by ell the hlstorians, collectors, and memorialiets, except Lord Clarendon,
T eapnot aecount for the error in Rushworth’s case (compare vol. il p 1131,
of hls collectione, with vol, iv, p. 21.], save by the suppesition of the second
report heving been ineerted by the publisher atter the collector's death.
‘The loose way iti which it appears, thrown in as it were “in a lump ** with
the other speeches that follow it, certainly fapours this supposition ; which
is atrengthened by the circumatanee of 1his very coilection of speec'hc:, in.
cluding the atridgment of Pym's epeech in the April parliament, having
been published in 1641 as delivered in the long patlinment, whereas many
of them, with Pym's, belong to the }];mious meeting. Compare Rudyard's,
Grimston's, &c. This would probahly not be thought worth remarking on,
were it not that it establishes ]arend’on'i ACCUPACY ON A paint Lhat has been
disputed, and 14 important in reference to Pym himsel. 1t is now clear to
me, ag Clarendon states, that the first speech defivered by this great states.
man in the long perliament, was the speech in which he denouniced Lord
Strafford 1t marks, emphatically, the difference that was obvious n his
“lemper," 1 will subjoin, 24 & curiosity, the naked outline which White-
lock gives of " Pym on grievances; " and upon which 1t is to e observed,
that, thaugh it is given [n the mention of the opening proceedings in the
lcng!parliarnent, hitelock's words by o means imply a contradiction of
the fact that it was delivered the parlizmect before. He says, ''many
amarl gpecches were made in the houee of commana touching grievances,
which Mr. Pym divided into three hends.” The following abstract is then
given in an isolated form, — no mention of ita delivery, or the delivery of
any thing like it, having i}eeu made by the memorialist in his report of the
April parliament,

41, dguingt priaiie‘.ge of parliament, 11, Prejudice of veligion. 111, Li-
ety of the subfect. nder the Azt head were reckoved : —** 1, Ee-
sraining the members of parligment from speaking. 2. Forbidding the
tpeaker io pul @ quertion. 5. Imprisuning divers members for saatiers done
" park 2 & By pr iings agamsi thern therefore in tnferior cousts,
5. Enjuini; rka'rgourf Sehaviour and Conithudnce i prison ever wito deaih,
6. Adrupt dissoleitons of pardarments.” Under the second bead, of rehigion,
were mentioned : — 1. The saapernion gf lawy against them of the popish
religion | latvs and oaths unll not restrain them ; the pope dispemscth ioith

L % ?Mirptamry fruxt apd Aonowur in the commaswentih, 3 The'r
Jree resort to London and (o the courdy io i their iy and
detigne. 4. Ag they have a college fn Rome for tAe pope's authartty in Eng.
land, 40 they kove & nubcio Aere 8o erecute i Uader the innovations of
religion were brought in ; —* 1. Maintenance of popish tencis, in books,
sermions, and disputes. 2. Practive of popish ceremonies counlenanced and

oined, ar aitars, images, crucifizes, pnd dowings, 5. Discouragement of
profestand rigid pr Hon of iXe scrup , Jor things indiffirent ;
ng vice made of 10 great ai incogformity. 4. Encrvachmen! qf eccleniostic
cai furisdiction : [E} Ia fining and fmprisoning withoul law: (8] Chalk
lmfing shely jurisdiciion to be appropriale te their order, jure diving:
{3} Contriving and ;uwaking Retlr Qrderd of wisitation in faree, as of canond,
{the daidneps of bishops, and all their subordinate officers and afficion.
Under the third head, the grievances; —* 1. By lonnage and posndage
undely token, 3. Compoxition for inighthoos, 5. The unparaiieled gricv-
ance of ship.money. 4. Enlargement of the forerts begond the fue dounds,
5. Selling of nuisances by compounding for them. 6. The commission for
burlding. 7. The asion for depopuiath 5. Unlawful military
charges, by warrant of the king, lefters of the covncil, and onders of the

14




120 BRITIER STATEAMEN.

When Pym resumed his seat, the king’s solicitor,
Herbert, attempted, < with all imaginable address,” to
call off the attention of the members from the im-
pression hie extraordinary speech hed made, — but
vainly. The desdly force of Pym’s staternents end
reasoning, equalled only by the singular moderation of
his tone, bad diffused through the house a deep and
settled calm of determination. A committee was im-
mediately appoinied to inquire into the violation of
privilege hy the speaker of the last house of commons,
in refusing to put & question on the ground of prohibi-
tion from the king ; the proceedingy in the sisr-cham-
ber and king’s bench respecting the imprisoned mwem-
bers, and the deceased Eliot, were ordered to be called
for by the speaker’s warrant; together with whatever
proceedings had taken place in the exchequer-chamber,
and any other courts, reapecting ship-money. Sub-
sequendy it wea resalved that grievances should be
considered before supply, and that conference om
grievances should be desired by the lomls. Pym and
Bt. John were appointed managers of this conference —
“ Mx. Pym for the fimt, and to make an introduction
to the whale business.” !

Meanwhile the house of lards, at the earnest and hu-
miliating entreaty of the king, had passed two resolu-
tons, to the effect, that supply ought to have precedence

- of grievances, and that the commons should be invited
10 & conference, in order to their being disposed therato.2

These tesolutions had just  passed, when Pym laid
them before the hause of commans as & gross breach of
privilege. An address to the lords was, in consequence,
agreed to and approved, ¢ and that Mr. Pym should go

Ueuiemanls of the countics ond their deputier. 9. E;muadkm declarations

of fucges, uithout Aearing € ar arg

nancd by the roungll talér, and justicer of ace rcvuired to azriat them,

Y. The siar-chamber court. 1L The ki ‘: icts and proclamaiiony ladely
for 13, ﬁe and corrupl clergy

prmc.hxag divine au"horltsr and absolute power in kmg; to do whad fhey

4. The inter af g Memorials, p. 38
l Parl HIM’. vol. viil, p. 4568,
. ¥ Londs’ Journais, April, 1540,
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up to that house with it Pym inatantly proceeded to
the lords, and the words he uttered are, indeed, me-
moreble : — Your lordships have meddled with, und
adrised oomcerning, both matter of supply and the time
when the samne should be made, and this before suech
time a8 the same was moved to your lordships by the
commons. As a course for the repair of this breach of
privilege, the coommons beg to suggest, that your lord-
ships would, in your wisdoms, find out, yourselves,
some sort of reparation, and of prevention of thedike
infringement for the-futove. And the commons humbly
desire, through me, to represent to your lordships, that,
in case your lordshipe have taken notice of sy orders
or proceedings of the commons, concerning religion,
property, and privileges, and that they were to proceed
t0 the supply, which they have some cause to conceive
by these words; ¢ That this being done, your lord-
ships would freely join with the commons in those three
things ;'—for the avoiding all misunderstandings between
your lordships and the comimnons, for time to come,
they desire your lordships hereafter fo taka no notice of
any thing which shall ba debated by the commons, until
they shall themselves declare the sams unto pour lordships ;
which the commona shall always obeerve towards your
lordshipa’ proceedings, conceiving the comtrary not to
conelet with the privileges of the house.” ! -

Home few short years before, such sn assertion of
power and privilege as this would have seemed mon-
strous; for it implies, it will be observed that
even upon the king's information and authority, their
lardships were not ever to touch upor the procesdings
of the commona. But the reader who haa observed the
course pursued hy Pym and his associates, in James's
purliaments of 1614 and 1620, as delailed in these
pages, and reflects how deeply the principles then in«
gisted on must have sunk, during the succeeding twenty
years, into the minds of the people, and what & conse-
quent vigeur and diffusion had been given to the demo-

1 OMd Parl Hlat. vob. viik, p, &5
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eratic principle - his surprize &t Pym s tone will cease.
How much more flegrantly absurd is the appesrsnce
which Charles’s pretensions assnme !

On Pym's return to the house, he waa thanked * for.
the good service he did them! ;” and the original con-
ference appointed with the lords was directed to pro-
ceed. Pym and 8t. John, on the part of the commons,
persisted in claiming precedence for redress of griev.
ances ; but the dispute was interrupted, in this stage,
by & message from Charles, demanding en immediate
gnswer whether he waas to have supply or not; and
followed by a proposition from the elder Vaoe, now
secretary of state, as well as treasurer of the bousehold,
that the king would give up his right to ship-money, in
consideration of & grant of twelve subsidies, payable in
three years., Strenuous debates arose on this proposi-
ticn. Pym and Hampden, backed by the more fear-
less patriots, cbjected, not only that the sum was too
great, but that such a transaction would recognize the
legality of ship-money. The court party, seconded by
Hyde and the trimmers, urged the advantage of closing
with the offer. The debates lasted two days. On the
second day, after the house had sat from eight in the
morning till five in tbe afternoon, debating two antago-
niet resolutions, from Hampden and Hyde, the latter
proposing to grant a supply ¢ without naming the
amount,”—Vane told the house distinctly that the king
would aceept nothing short of his original demand in
amount and manner; and an instant adjournment was
the consequence, At an early hour on the following
morning, the parlitment was dissolved.

Clarendon has ascribed this dissolution to the perfidy
of Vane, and asserts thet Charles himself repented of
the act the ipstant after it was performed. But the
king’s eolicitor, Herbert, is not accused of perfidy, and
Clarendon admits that he seconded Vane's statement,
while all the other privy counsellors present sanclioned
it in silenee, The truth is, that the noble historian

¥ 0ld Parl Hist, val, vili, p 455
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winhes to make it appear that the house would have
favoured his proposal in the end ; whereas Vane inter-
preted the temper and disposition of the members far
more truly.! Neither Laud nor his biographer have
sccused Vane ; pecretary Windebanke declared at the
time, that though the diesclntion was “a very great die-
ester,” there waa “ no other wey? ;" and finally, the king
himself hae thoroughly repudiated the * case ™ his neble
advocate strives to make out, by one of his own accus-
tomed and deliberate acts of imbecile rage and madness.
Bome days after the dissclution, he consigned Mr. Crew,
the chairman of the committee for religion, to the Tower ;-
because that high-spirited gentleman refused to sur-

1 I eabjoin & passage from a historian who equally admires both Claren-
don and the king, and which seems Lo me toset the guestion atTese.  Carte
in his General History, vol iv. p. 281, 28%., saya: —*' From the part Vane
acted woon after, he wad suppared to have given those assurances with sa
much malice s falsehood, in order to throw all inte confusion ; either out
of disaffection to his majesty, or a mortal hatred to the earl of Strafford,
who had cpposed hin promotion, and whose ruin wes then projecting.
There was no guessing at the motives of Herbert's conduct : and thoug!
his views were different from ¥ane's, they dotA Joined in represeniiag the
general kumour and divaffection of the fowte 10 be a0 violent, that if the
members came Logether again, they wowld pass syuck & vole against ship-
money, or would Hlast thar revenus and other branchey af the réceipf. The
neble historian from whaom this relation iv taken, and who bore so consi.
derable a part in the debate, seems to have thought this repr tation 5.

eTated : duf # may well be quesiioned, whether his candour and fasowr.
¢ opinion of some persons, with whom ke unwaridy concurred in many of
thelr medsures, and whose dark derigns Ae had nof ! discovered, did not
das hiy fudgment : and there was certainiy a great failure at least of his
memory in the accounts he gives of the debates, &8 if they had taken up
twe days, wheress what he says of them passed only on the socond day
(Manday), when the al of twelve subsidies was made, and embar-
Tassed tge question. (?n gturday, the debate cauld anly turn on the singla
point, whether » supply should or should not be grented, Jf thir question
was nof them pud, 3 twad be iputed Lo the stvength qf the pariy wAich was
Jor partponing the iy 131l after the redress of grievancez, and had the
day befare, by a majority of #57 to 148, relected the lorda’ desire of a present
confereénce, because they would not be diverted from prosecuting the busi.
nesa of ship-money. Whoever likewise considers the whele tenour of pro.
ceedings 1n this parflament, avd compares them with those of the di-
“f. fartion in the former pariiaments of this reign, alter which it
¢opied, and obeerves that a day for the judicial hearing of the cause of
ship-rooney, in order to repeal the sentence of the judges, had been ap.
pointed without any appearance of an opposition, and was actually come,
will be apt to think it not ill founded  ® ¥ His majesty cowld scarce
entertain belter hopes, or expect diffirent smearures, from an surmdly whose
prooeedﬁ:{s were chicfly divected by Pym ana Hampden ; two whole days
apent in debates, without coming to a lusion, or potting & quedtion,
owed sulficiently an indisposition to grant a supply : all apprarances
countenanced the suggestion of these terrible votes about ship-money, and
other branches of the revenue, which would have been the utter raln of
bis majeaty’s affaics.”
4 3ee the Clarendon 3tato Papers, vol il p, B4
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render certaln petitlons that had beem entrasted to him,
when their disclosure would have abandened many clevi-
cul petitioners to the vengesnee of their metrspotitan.
Fwo other membens, pir John Hotham aud Mr. Bellasia,
were alwo committed for refudng lo dieclose to the
council what had paseed in parliement. And these
proceedings were appropristely wound up by the issue
of & declaration of reasons for the dimsolutisn, in which,
among other netable matters, Pym, Hampden, $t. John,
snd the rest, are tbus described; * The ill-affected
members of the house of commons, instesd of an hum-
ble and dutiful way of presenting their grievances to his
majesty, have taken upon them to be the guiders and
directors in !l matters tbat coneern his majesty’s go-
vernment, both temporal and ecclesiastical ; and (as if
kings were bound to give an account of their regal actions,
and of their manner of government, to their subjects ce-
sembied in parliament) they have, in a very audacions and
insolent way, entered into examinetion and cenauring of
the present government, traduced his majesty’s admi-
nistration of justice, and rendered, as much as in them
" lay, odious to the rest of his majesty’s subjects, not onty
the officers and ministers of state, but even his majesty’s
very government.”

On the occesion of this dissslution there was no
violence, no protest, mo show of resistance in the
smallest degree, on the part of the commons, Every
thing wes deep, settled, calm : if there was a ruffie on
the surface, it was one of joy. Hitherto the faces of
sagacious men bad darkened at a parliament’s dia-
solution, but they were serene and smiling now, I
was observed,” mays Clarendon, ** that in the counte-
nanees of those who had most opposed all that was
degired by his majesty, there was a marvellous serenity ;
nor could they conceal the joy of their hearts, for they
knew enough of what was to come to conclude that
the king would be shortly compelled to call another
parliament. Within an hour after the dissolviog, Mr.
Hyde met Mr. 8aint Jobhn, who had naturally a grest
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cloed in his fece, amd very seldom was kmown to amile,
but then had a most cheerful aspect; and seeing the
other melancholic, a8 in truth he way from hin heart,
saked him, what troubled him+ who anawered, that
the sgame that troubled him, he believed, troubled most
good men: that in such a time of eonfusion, so wise &
parlisment, which alape could bave found remedy for
it, wae 20 unseasomahly dismiseed ; the other answered,
with a little warmth, * that off wes well ; and that it
muxt be worse, befare i could be beifer ; and that this
- purliament could never have dope what was neceseary
10 be done.’ "’

The reflection of the joy which thus lighted up the
counterance of 3t. John, exhibited itself in the short
gighted multitude in the forma of turbulence and
ineurrection ; and Clarendon tekes the opportunity of
observing that a general impression prevailed, that such
a set of sober and dispussiopate men, or fewer who
brought ill purposes with them, as had gone to the
formation - of the hewee just dissolved, would never
meet in parlisment again. This iz simply one of
Clarendon’s thousand ettempta to mislead the judgment.
A comparison of the lists of the parliaments of April
and November !, will at once convince the reader that
the 8o terrible change for the court, was in the times,
and not the men.

From the inetant of the dissolution, Pym's exertions
were {ruly extraordinary. The party, and the purposes
of the party, were now to be organised for the last time,
“Mr. Pym,” says Clarendon, ““continned after the un-
bappy dissolution for the most part about London, in
conversation and great repute amongst those lords who
were most strangers to the court, and were believed
most averse to it; in whom he improved all imaginable
Jjealougies and discontents towards the state.”” There ia
no doubt that a close correspondence with the Scotch
commissioners, was now entered into, under the ma-
negement of himself and Hampden ; and two places

! ino Newon, the O Parllamentary History,or Rushworth.
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Broughton Castle, in Oxfordshire, the seat of lord Say 1,
and Fawsley, in Northamptonshire, the house of Sir
Richard Knightley {whose son had married Hampden's
deughter) — were, from their position with reference
to the North Road, and their easy distance from Lon.
don, fixed upon for the purposesof frequent consule-
aton.? Pym, Hampden, and St. John, with lords Say
and Brook, and, somewhat later in the year, the earls
of Bedford, Warwick, and Essex, lord Holland, Na-
thaniel Fiennes, and young Vane, here held their meet-
ings ; and & private press, which sir Richard Knightley’s
father had established at Fawaley, was brought into
constant requisition. Whenever, on the other hand, ne-
cessity obliged the meetings to be held in London, they
took place at Pym’s house in Gray'é Inn Lane, from
whenece various reports were instantly communicated to
the chief places in the country.*

Meanwhile the disastrous war with Scotland was
dragging the king daily, as Pym had foretold, to the
feet of his subjects, Not & day now passed over the
heads of the court party, without accumulating upon
them some fresh evidences of weakness or dishonour.
The melancholy part which Strafford was forced to
play, has been elready told. In the midst of their
worst distressea, when Charles had been driven back to
York after the diegraceful affair of Newbourne, and

L 1t was much ohgerved,” sayn Echard, * that in the Lord Say's howse
there was a particular reom and a ‘to it, which his secvants were
not permitted to come nears and when the comnpany was complete, great
noige and taikings were muaﬂy heard amonget them, to the admiration of
those who lived in the house, who could not see or dlscaver the persons
themeglven "

i Some have been found to charge dahgerols conaultations, years before
this date, upon the same places. In a pampl hler. : rt 13, of No. 113 of King's

anphleu), em:l.led, “ The English ope, lished on 1at of July, 1643
{grom M8 notel, 1T And the following tp.S!l R T ed, that the
rd Digy of late, being at Mr. Knigbtley's house in Northaraptonshire, in

& parlour there, whilat his souldiers were busily sesrching, and plundering,
and rifing other roomes, hee wmote his hand upon the table, and cware,
! that that was the table whereat all these clvil wata had been plotted at
leant 4 dozen yeares before.’ 1t should seem Mr. Py had 10journed some
time [0 thet hovse, and that wad sutllciant for an interence that the nest of
anabaptists had been there too, and that that nest had studied somethlng,
which neither gur king's cabinet 1l noc the juntos of ltaly or
&mne.coul\i make defezaible.”

Windebanke's letter in the second volume of Clavendon’s State Fapers.
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when, as Laud expresses it, the king’s counsellors were
¢ at the wall!,” secretary Windebanke wrote to inform
them of the frequent assemhlege in London and else-
where of rertain persons of quality, mentioning Fym,
Hampden, lords Say, Russel, and Brook, who, he said,
had prevailed with some lords to join them, * that had
been observed not to be very well contented at the time ;
namely, the earles of Essex, Warwick, and Bedford.”
These meetings, Windebanke added, were much appre-
hended to be * for some dangerous practice or incelli-
gence with the rebels of Scotland.” In Charles’s worst
moments of terror and alerm, he could not divest him-
pelf of his habits of deceit and perfidy. He now
thought to avert the danger closing round him, by im-
posing on his people something of the show of a parlia-
ment, which should induce them to give what every
arbitrary expedient had again failed in procuring, and
disarm the popular leaders of their respurces. Accord-
ingly, upon a precedent of Edward 111."s time, he
summoned to York a  council of peers.” While his
pecple, under the guidance of Pym and Hampden, were
advancing with giant strides into the just and responsi-
ble governments of the future, this imbecile man pro-
posed to satisfy them by crawling back into precedents
of the barbarous times of England!

As soon as this measure wan made public, Pym saw
that his work wes accomplished. He prepared a peti-
tion for a parliament ; placed, with their consent, the
names of Bedford, Hertford, Essex, and Warwick, at
its head ; and, with Haropden and St. John, repaired
to York.?2 Eight more signatures were here obtained
from the peers then aseembled, and the petition was pre-
sented to the king. Bedford and Hertford, being called

| Hurdwicke, State Papers, vol IL p.168. -

* AL the reme time,” saya Clarendon, * some lords from London {of
Inown and since published affections to that invasion), attended hie majesty
at York with a petition, signed by athers, eight or ten in the whale, wha
were cTaftily persusded by the leigers there, Mr, Pym, Mr. Hampden, and
Mr, Salut John, to concur in it, being full of duty and modesty enough,
without considering, that nothing else at that time could have dane mis

ehief; and 10 suffered themselves to be made Inatruments towards those
ebds, which in truth they abhorred.” Clarendon, vol i. p. 250,
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to a conference with the committee of state on the sub-
Ject, declared boldly, that they acted, not for themselves
alone, but in trust for ¢ many other noblemen, and
most of the gentry in meveral parts of the kingdom."
A second petition was forwarded to the committee im~
mediately after, from the hands of Pym ; also praying
for a parliament, and subscribed by 10,000 citizens of
London.! Other petitions from different quarters, but
with the same prayer, reached York at the same mo-
ment ; and the king, bunted through ell his father's
shifts and expedienis of ** kingeraft,” issued writs for
& new parliament on the 3d of Novernber.

And now again, without the pause of an instant,
Pym and Hampden were seen in the discharge of their
great duty, as chiefs and advisers of the people. Ttis
gtated in several books of the time, and repeated by
many of the historians?, that between the interval of
the issue of the writs and the elections, they rode through
every county in England, urging the electors to their
duty. Warwick, Brook, and Bedford, lord Kimbelton
(the earl of Manchester’s som}, Fiennes (lord Ssy’s ae-
cond son), and the younger Vane, exerted themselves,
meanwhile, in their respective districts ; and Warwick
aoon wrote to his Eagex friends from York, so recently
the head-quarters of the king, that * the game was well
begun.” The party of the king were not less active,
but they were less successful.

In the opinion of the great mass of the people Pym
wes the author of this parliament 3— by the commen con-
sent of all he was to be placed in the position of its leader,

m;edﬁe lprd mgyor had been implored to suppress thir petition, but re-

1 Echard; Catte; Warwick ; Anthony Wood.

% T fnd this in a ourious pamphlet of the time, which I was not able to
discorer in the Xing's collection, but which ! purchased fram Mr. Rodd of
Newport Streat, ta whose Intelligence and liberality so many historical col-
lectore have to confess thelr obligsitone. The pamphiet is & petition sent
up to the king by Inrge humbexs of the comman people, at the time of hla
attempted impezchient for high treason ; and among aovwers to the king's
charges againat Py, contains the followlng : — * Ir: the fifth article, he s
) sched — ¢ that he bath traiterouly indeavoured to subrert the rights
and very being of parliaments,” To this we may apawer with grest fasilitie,
Ae wat the chief camne tha? this parl ¢ wis bi
very incongruoun that be should subwert the smme." |

o, ardl It seema
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Prepsring himself for that great office, he well
knew that the highest dnty of his life, snd the most
fatal, there awaited him. He was to keep his old ap-
peintment with Wentworth, now the earl of Strafford,
Any allugion to this illustrious man has been hitherto
avoided as much as possihle, since a large portion of
the second volume of this work was devoted to
an gnalysis of his character snd actions; and little
allusion will even now be necessary, for those who have
had that analysis before them, Pym judged Went-
worth's course as a minister too truly, when, on the
occasion of their separation twelve years before, he had
threatened him with a viglonary dootn. The twelve
years had realised one of the grestest genuises for des-
potic government thet the world bas koown; but they
had also strengthemed, with sn almost superhuman
power of popular resismnce, the mind of Pym. Went-
worth himself had received occasional very cininous proofs
of Lhis, and some correspondence passed concerning it
between himself and the king ; but Pym's silence re-
specting the minister in his femous speech of the pre-
¢eding April, instead of sceming most omincus of all,
had driven back for & time the fear of danger. The
conduct of the great opposition leader, however, after
the dissolution, recalled Btrafford’s worst apprehen-
sions ; and on the disastrous failure of his Beotch ex-
pedition, he prayed the king to be ailowed to return to
his Irish government. But the genius of Strafford was
the king's last and only hope; and, pledging & * royal
word” that mot ““a hair of his hesd ” should be
touched by the parliament, the king ordered his minia-
ter’s presence in London, Charles himself knew not
so well as Pym bow much Strafford’s genius was indeed
his last remource. And hew much less did he know
that while he pledged his word for Strafford’s safety,
a few weightier words, lingeriag yet in the mind of
Pym, would bring to the people’s service the Tower and
the Block, and break, in one short instant, that spell of
arbitrary power with which he and his father, and the
vOI. 111, K
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woret ministers of both, hed been for upwarde of
thirty years struggling to subdue the rising liberties!
In the death of Strafford, Pym saw that the prestige of
royalty, which had hitherto in Charles's worst ex-
tremities availed #0 much, would be utterly overthrown.

On the 9d of November the long parliament met.—
There are few well-informed students of English histery
who, with a fearless and {rank adinission of the errors
of this illustrious assernbly, do not panse with emotion
at the mention of its name; mindful that there is
scarcely a privilege of good and safe government now en-
joyed by the common people of England that does not
jusdy date from its commencement. The day that wit-
nessed that commencernent was a bright day for every
one in England, save the ministers and apologists for
tyranny, It had a sad and melancholic aspect,” sayn
lord Clarenden, *upon the first entrance, which pre-
saged some unusual and unpatural events, The Ling
himself did not ride with his acenstomed equipage nor
in his usual majeaty to Westminster, but went privately
in hie barge to the parliament stairs, and after to the
church, as if it had been to a return of a protogued
or adjourned parliament And there was likewise an
untoward, and in truth an unheard-of accident, which
broke many of the king's rneasures, and infinitely dis-
ordered his service beyond a capacity of reparation.
From the time the calling a parliament was resolved
upon, the king designed sir Thomas Gardiner, who was
recorder of London, to be speaker in the house of com-
mons, a oan of gravity and quickness, that had some-
what of authority and gracefnlness in his person and
presence, and in all respecis equal to the service. There
was little douht but that he would be chosen to serve in
otie of the four places for the city of Londom, which
had very rarely rejected their recorder upon that occa-
sion ; and lest that should fail, diligence was used in
one or two other places that he might be elected. But
the opposition was so great and the faction so surong
to hinder his being elected in the city, that four
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others were chosen {or that service, without hardly men-
Uoning' his name; nor wae there less industry used to
prevent his being chosen in other places.” This inci-
dent was indeed an omen of ill promise for the court.
It was in that day the invariable usage to aclect & speaker
ob the king's private recommendation ; yet on this ocea.
sion, without the emallest appestance of discourtesy,
the slavish usage, by means of the admirable organis-
aticn of the popular party, was warded off. The king,
taken by surprise, and obliged to name another member
hastily, recommended Lenthall, then only known as e
practising barrister.

The members assembled in g'reat crowds to hear the
king's speech. All the chief leaders of the commons
were there ; Pym {who had again been returned, with
lord William Russel, for Tavistock), Hampden {who
sat for Buckinghamshire), 8t. John, Denzil Holles,
Nathaniel Fienpes, the younger Vane ; and, still acting
with the people, lord Dighy (the fantastically chivelrous
son of the earl of Bristol), lord Falkland, and Edward
Hyde. The chief popular peers were present aleo;
Francis Ruseel, earl of Bedferd {between whom and
Pym thete had been the friendship and routuel counsel
of a life}; William Fiennes and Robert Greville;
lords Say and Brooke ; Robert Devereux, eatl of Essex ;
the brothers Henry and Robert Rich, eerla of Halland
and Warwick ; and Edward Montagu, lord Kimbolton,
son of the earl of Manchester. Upon the faces of
almost all these men, Clarendon says, thete was a
“ matvellous elated’ expression, and he proceeds to
remark of the members of the coremons, that ¢ the
same men who six months before were observed to be
of very moderate ternpers, and to wish that gentle
remedies might be applied, withou¢ opening the wound
w¢ wide, and exposing it to the air, and rather to cure
what was amiss than too strictly to make inquisition
into the causes and original of the malady, talked now in
anather dialect both of thingsand persons.” The truth
was, that as Mr, Hyde, was returning from the house of

K2
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lords through Westminster, he fell into conversation
with Pym, and that bold statesman, scunding Hyde
with some distrust of his honesty, cared mo longer to
conceal his own prospects or his temper. The anecdote
is worth giving in the words of one of the parties.

¢ Mr. Hyde, who was returned to serve for a borough
in Cornwall, met Mr, Pym in Weatminster Halt, and con-
ferring together upon the state of affairs, the other tald
Mr. Hyde, * that they must row be of another temper than
they were the last parlioment ; that they must not only
sweep the house clean below, but must pull down all the
cobwebs which Aung in the lop and ocorners, thal they
wmight not breed dust, and s0 make o foul house Aeve-
gfter ; that they had now an opportunity to make their
country happy, by removing all grievances, and pulling
up the canses of them by the roofs, 7 ALL MEN WOULD
po TREIR DUTIES;’ and used much other sharp dis-
course to the same purpose: by which it was discerned,
that the warmmest and boldest counsels and overturves
would find a much better reception then those of a
more temperate allay ; which fell out accordingly.”

The flrst week was devoted to the appointment of
connnittees, and the reception of petitions. * Troops
of horsemen,” says Whitelock, ‘ came from several
counties with petitions for redress of grievances and
exorbitancies in church and state”1  Que or two sharp
debates arose on the presentation of these petitions, but
Pym took no ahare in them. On the 10th of November,
lord Scrafford arrived in London.

On the 11th of November, Pym auddenly 2 roge in
his place in the house of commons, stated that he had
matter of the higbest importance to lay before the house,
end desired that the strangers’ room should be cleared,
the outer door of the house locked, and the keys laid
upon the clerk's table, What followed this ominous
announcement must be given chiefly in the words of one
of the members present, since the deatructién of this

1 Whitelock’s Memorials,
3 Thia is Rushworth’s expression.
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portion of the journals has left us without any other
record of the momentous scene that passed.

“Mr. Pym,” says Clarendon, “in a long forrned
discourse, lamented the miserable state and condition of
the kingdom, aggravated all the particulsra which had
been done smies in the goverhment, aa ¢ done and con-
trived maliciously, and upon deliberation, to change the
whole frime, and to deprive the nation of all the liberty
and property which was their birthright by the laws of
the land ; which were now no more considered, %ut sub-
jected to the arbitrary power of the privy council, which
governed the kingdom according to their will and
pleasure ; these calamities falling upon us in the reign
of a pious and virtuous king, who Joved his people, and
wasa great lover of justice.’ And therenpon enlarging
11 some specious commendation of the nature and good.
ness of the king, that he might wound him with less
suspicion, he said, * We must inquire from what _fountain
these waters of bitterness flowed : what persons they were
whe had so far insinuated themselves into his royal
affections, as to be able to pervert his excellent judgment,
to abuee hig name, and wickedly apply his authority to
countonance and support their own corrupt designe.
Though he donbted there wounld be many found of this
class, who had contributed their joint endeavours to
bring this misery upon the nation; yet he believed
thare was one more signal in thal administration than the
Test, being a man of grent parts and conlrivance, and of
grent industry to bring what ke degigned to pass ; a man,
wha in the memory of many present had sole in that house
an earnest vindicalor of the laws, and ¢ most zeglous
asgortor and champion for the liberties of the people ; but
Img since turned apostale from those good affections, and,
acoording te the custom and nature ¢f apostates, way
becoms the gremtest enemy lo the liberties of his country,
and the greatest promoter of Lyranny, fhat any age had
‘produced” And then he named the Eanw of Strar-
romD, lord lieutenant of Ireland, end lord president of
the council established in York, for the northern parts

K 3 :
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of the kingdom ; who,” he said, “had in both places,
and in all other provinces wherein his service bad been
used by the king, raised ample monuments of his tyran.
nicel neture ; and that he helieved, if they took a short
gurvey of his acdons and behaviour, they would find
him the principal author and promoter of all those
counsels which had exposed the kingdom to so much
ruin:’ and to thig end instanced some high and im-
perious actions done hy him in England zod in Ire-
land, some proud and over confident expressions in
discourse, and some passionate advices he had given in
the most secret councila and debates of the affairs of
state ; adding some lighter passages of his varity and
amoure ; that they who were not inflamed with anger and
detestation against him for the former, might have leas
esteern and reverence for his prudence and discretion :
and s0 concluded, ‘that they would well consider how
to provide a remedy proportionable to the disease, and
to prevent the farther mischiefs they were to expect
from the continwance of this great man’s power and
credit with the king, apd his influence upon his coun-
m]n.l w .

In this brief sketch, we may trace the outlines of
Pym's speech on this great occasion, and it is a fresh
proof of his extrasordinary powers. But the resources
of & profound understanding are as inexhausttble as
the human heart itself. Variously adapting to his
various hearers the eloquent austerity of his invective,
behold Strafford at one moment elevated to the alarm of
every wise patriot, and in the next shrunk below the
contempt of the meanest person present! Passion,
prejudice, patriotism, every emotion that can actuate
the virtuous or the hase, were called into existence by
the orator. It may be to Pym's advantage or disad~

- vantage to state this, but it was s0. When he had
ceased, there was but one flame reging through that
great assembly, and the power of Strafford was blasted
for ever.

Meanwhile, ac several members from every side of the
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house were swelling the general outery against the
accnsed, a messege arrived from the lords, desiring
instant conference on a treaty with the Scots. Pym, at
once suspecting that the extragrdinary precautions which
had juet been taken respecting the excluaion of strangers,
had given surprise and perhape alarm in certain quarters,
and that these messengers had a very different object
from their professed one, dispatched them quickly with
an answer to decline the meeting, on the ground of
very weighty and important business ; and at the same
moment gave  such advertizement to sems of the lords,
that that house might likewise be kept from rising,
which would otherwise very much have broken their
meagures,”’ 1

“ In conclusion,” proceeds Clarendon, ¢ after many
hours of bitter inveighing, and ripping up the course
of the eatl of Strafford’s life before his coming to eourt,
and his actions after, it was moved, according to the
secret resolution taken before, ‘thzt he might be
forthwith impeached of high tresson;’ which was
no sooner mentioned, than it found an universal ap-
probation and consent from the whole house ; nor wos
there, in all the debute, onc person, [not even Mr. Hyde !]
who offered to stop the torrent by any favourable tes-
timony concerning the earl’s cartiege, save only that
the lord Falkland (who was very well known to be
far from having any kindness for him), when the
proposition was made for the present accusing him
of high treason, modestly desired the house to consider
¢ whether it would not muit better with the gravity
of their proceedings, first to digest many of those
particulars, which had been mentioned, by a com-
mittee, before they sent up to accuse him 7 declaring
himself to be abundantly satisfied that there was
enough to charge him:’ which was very ingenuously
and frankly answered hy Mr. Pym, ‘ that such a
delay might probably blast all their hopes, and put it
out of their power to proceed farther than tliey had

! Clarendon, val, i, p, 302. Rushworih, wol iv. p. 43,
K 4
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done already ; that the earl's power and credit* with
the king, and with all those who had most credit with
the king or queen, was so great, that when he ehould
come to kpow that so much of hiz wickedness was
discovered, his own conscience would tell him what
he was to expect; and therefore he would undnubt-
edly procure the parliament to be dissolved, rather than
undergo the justice of it, or take some other despernte
course to preserve himeelf, though with the hazard of
the kingdom's ruin: wheress, if they presently sent
up to impeach him of high treason before the house of
peers, in the name and on the behalf of all the com-
mona of England, whe where represented hy them,
the lords would be ohliged in justice to commit him
into pafe custody, end se sequester him from resorting
to counsel, or having access to bis majesty: and then
they should proceed against him in the usual form
with all necessary expedition.’ These reasons of the
haste they made,” continues Clarendon,  so clearly de-
livered, gave that universal satisfaction, that, without
farther considering the injustice and unreasonablenesa
of it, they voted wnanimously (for aught appeared to
the contraty by sny avowed comtradiction), that they
would forthwith send up to the lords, and accuse the
earl of Scraflard of high tresson, and several other
erimes and misdemeancrs, and desire that he might
be presently sequestered from the council, and com-
mitted to aafe custody ; and Mr. Pym was made choiece
of for the messenger to perform that office.” .

After an interval of four hours, passed by many
persons outside with intense and various anxiety, the
doors of the house of commons opened at last to give
way to Pym, who, iesuing forth at the head of upwards
of 800 representatives of the English people, proceeded o
the house of lords, where  Mr. Pym, at the bar, and in
the name of the lower house, and of all the commons
of England, impeached Thomas, earl of Strafford, with
the addilion of all his other titles, of high treason.” !

1 Clarendon's Hist, vol &, p. H5
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The ear! wes already in the house, according to Cls-
rendon,! when Pym appeared at the bar ; and was even
prepared with evidence of a correspondence, between
Pym and other popular leaders, and the Scotch, supplied
by the perfidy snd forgery of lord Savils, on which he de-
signed at that very instant o accuse them of treason.
Aceording to the lively and graphic narrative of Baillie,
however, Btrafford had not yet entered the house with
this view; but, after Pym's mudden appesrance, the
earl’s ia thns described : “ The lords began to consult
on that strange and unexpected motion. The word
goes in haste to the lord lieutenant, where be was with
the king ; with apeed he comes Lo the house; ke cell
rudely at the door ; James Maxwell, keeper of the black
rod, opens ; his lordship, with a proud glooming counte-
Aance, mekes toward his place at the board-head. Bug
at once many bid him void the house ; so he is forced,
in confusion, to go to the door 1ill he was called. After
consultation, being called in, be stands, but is commanded
1o kneel, and on his knees to hear the sentence. Be-
ing on hie knees, he is delivered to the keeper of the
black rod, to he priscner till he was cleared of those
crimes the house of commons had charged him with.
He offered to speak, but was commanded to be gone.
without a word, In the outer room, James Maxwell
required him, as prisoner, to deliver his sword. When
he had got it, he eries with a loud voiee for his man,
to carry my lord lieutenant’s sword. This done, he
makes through a number of people, towards his coach,
all gaging, ne man capping to him before whom that
morning the greatest of England would have stood dis-
covered. Coming to the place where he expected his
coach, it was not there ; so he behoved to return that

! % It was about three of the clock in the afternoor, when.lhe earl of
Straffbrd (being inflrm, and not well dieposed in his health, and so not
having sitred out of his house that merhing), hearing that both housen
still est, thought fit to go thither It wae believed by some (upon what
ground wag pever clear enough) that he made that haste then to zccuae
the lord Say and some others, of having induced the Scots to Invade the
kingdom: bitt he was scarce enterod inte the house of peers, when the
mesange from the bouse of commons was called in.» Histary, vol. §. p. 350,
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aame way, through a world of gazing people. When at
last he had found his coach, and was entering, James
Maxwell told him, ¢ Your iordship is my prisoner, and
must go in my coach,” and so he behoved to do. For
some days too many went to vieit him: but gince,
the parliement hath commanded his keeping to be
straiter.” |
The result proved this to have been what Pym anui-
cipated, the masterstroke of the time. JIn whatever
view, or with whatever sense, it is regarded, whether
of regret or admiration, it cannot be denied to have been,
in its practical results, the greatedt achievement of this
. great age of statesmanship. It struck instant terror
into every quarter of the court, and left the king, for a
time, powerless and alone.

Every resolution of the house of commons, from the
hour of Strafford’s impeachment,took the shape of action.
Every discussion ended in something done. Monopolists
and patentees were at once declared incapable of serving
in the hounse ; the tax of ship-money, and the proceed-
inga in Hampden's case, were declared subversive of
property, of the laws, of the resolutions of former par-
liaments, and the petition of rights; the new church
canons issued by Laud, were condemned ; and, on the
11th December, the London petition against the pre-
lates and prelacy, signed by 15,000 citizens, and praying

* that that episcopal government, with all its dependencies,
* roots and branches,” might be abolished, was received
in ominous silence by the house.

“ William, lord archbishop of Canterbury,” was then,
on the motion of Pym, accused of high treason; and
Denzil Holles carried up the accusation to the house of
lords,? The Scotch commissionera denounced him at the
same time a8 an “‘incendiary in the national differences ;”
‘and, after ten weeks’ confinement in the house of the
usher of the black rod, the tower received Laud alsa.

! Baillie™s Letters, val. ihp. 217,
% Whitelock says in his Memorials (pu 8903, that Py carried 1t up; but
Lhis s an ervor. Journais
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Informations were now lodged against Wren, bishop
of Ely, for oppression and idolatry; and against Pierce,
bishop of Bath and Wells, for corruption of religion ;
and those prelstes were ordered to give large securities
that they would sbide the judgment of parliament.
Impeachments of treason were mext prepared againat
secretary Windebanke and lord keeper Finch. Winde-
banke escaped to France, and Finch fled to Holland.

““ 8o that,” says Clarendon, * within less than six
weeks, for no more time was vet elapsed, these TER.
RIBLE HEPORMERS had cavsed the two greatest coun-
sellors of the kingdom, and whom they moat feared,
and 80 hated, to be removed from the king, and fm-
prisoned, under an acc¢usation of high treason ; and
frighted away the lord keeper of the great seal of Eng.
land, and one of the principal secretaries of atate, into
foreign kingdoms, for fear of the like ; besides the pre-
paring all the lords of the council, and very many of

"the principal gentlemen throughout Englend, who had

been high aheriffs, and deputy lieuwenants, to expect
auch measure of punishment, from their general votea
and resolutions, sa their future demeanour should draw
upen them for their past offences.!

These gentlemen had no cause, except in their own
conseiences, to tremble.  The leaders of this great
parliament sought a severe, but a just atonement.  They
struck down the chief abettors of tyranny in the king-
dom, but pardoned its miserable agents. Their terrible
inquisition passed over the various sheriffs who had lent
their influence to the ¢nforeement of ship-money, while
it fixed itself on the servile judges who had prostituted
the laws to its support. Bramstone, Davenport, Berke-~
ley, Crawley, Trevor, and Weaton, were cbliged to
give securities in enormous sums that they would abide
the judgment of parliament?; while sir Robert
Berkeley, as the principal supporter of the iniquitous

! Hiat, of the Rebetlion, vol. L p. 311 ;
? The old clause, quamsiu s¢ bene gesterinl wan alvo restared, in place of
the derante bewe plariéo, See Old Parl Hist, val Iz, p. U8,
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tax, was impeached of treason, publicly arrested in the
King’s Bench court, * taken From off the bench where
he sate, and carried away to prison, which struck =
great terror in the rest of his brethren then sitting in
Westminster Hall, and in all his profession.” !

The speech which led to this latter startling step wae
delivered in the house of commons on the 24 of De-
cember, and there is every reason to believe by Pym,
It appears in pamphlets of the time without the
speaker’s name ; but in Cromwell's parliament of 1650,
sir Robert Goodwin brought forward a precedent which,
he said, “ was urged by John Pym in the long par-
Hament,” sod the only resemhlance to which ie in the
speech alluded to.2? Some passages, indeed, at the
commencement would seem to discountenance this sup-
poeition of authorship, but the general tone and man-
mer are, emphaccally, those of the long parliament’s
most famous orastor, In the sustained eloquence, the
practical wisdotn, the singular weight, gravity, and’
Precision of language, and the careful protest it records
agsinst the hasty judgments of posterity, we feel the
voice of Pym. Some passages are oo remarkable to be
omitted here. After a comparizon of the body politic
with the body natural — o favourite parallel with Pym
— he thus proceeds ; .—

“ This commonwealth is, Mr. Speaker, or should be,
but one body ; thie bouse the great physician of all
our maledies. But, alas! Bir, of what aflicted
pert shall we poor patients complain first? Or rather
of what shall we not complain? Are we not heart-
sick? s there in us that which God requires —
unity, purity, and singularity of heart? Nay, is not
religion, the soul of this body, so miserably distracted,
that (I speak it not withcut terrgr) 'tis to be feared
there is more confusion of religion amonget us, than
there was of tonguem at the subversion of Babel?

i Whitelock's Memotiels, p 39, :

2 Bew Burton's Diary (50 sdmirably edlted by that Intelligent, accom-
E‘-‘lhﬂ’a and long devoted friend 1o the popular cause, Mr. Joho Towill

utt), vob iii. p. 180.
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And is it not then high dme that we understand one
another, that we be reduced to one faith, one govern-
ment?  Sir, is the head whole— the seat of government
and justice, the fountain from whose sweet influence
all the inferior members of this hody should receive both
vigour and motion? Nay, hath oot rather a genersl
apoplexy, or palsy, taken or shaken all our mernbers?
Are not some dead ; othérs buried quick; some dis-
membered ; all disordered by the diversion of the courss
of juatice? Is the liver, nature's exchequer, open,
from whose free distribution each limb mmy receive
his proper nutriment? or, rather, is it not wholly ob-
structed — our property taken from ns? May it not
Juatly be ssid of us,
Hic vos non voyie fertis Aratra?”

The hard destiny which, for s0 many yesrs, had at-
tended upon labour, iz now descrihed with a noble
pathos ; and these views respecting church governmens
are stated, which are ascribed, with the greatest
Justice, to Pym.

“ Qur ancestors drank the juice of their oon vines,
reaped and eal the fruid of their own harvest ; but now
the poor man’a plough goes fo furrow the seas, o build
ships! We labour, not for ourselves, but to feed the
excrescions of nature— things grown up ont of the ruins
of the natural members —monopolists /'  8ir, these are
marima vitalia —religion, justice, property — the heart,
the head, the liver of this great body ; and these being
go distempered or obstructed, can the subordinate
parts be free? The truth is, all is go far out of
frame, thet to lay open every particular grievance were
to drive us into despair of a cure: in se great confusion,
where to begin first requires not much less care than
what to apply. Mr, Speaker, I know 'tis a right motion
to begin with setting God's house in order frst. Who.
ever presses that moves with such advantage, that he is
gure no men will gaineay him. ‘Tis a well becoming
zeal to prefer religion before our own affairs; and ¢n-
deed tis a duty not to be omitted, where they are in equal
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danger ; tact in cures of the body politic or natural, we
must prefer the most pressing exigencies. Physicians
know that consumptions, dropsies, and such like linger.
ing diseares, are more mortal, more difficult to cure,
than slight external wounds ; yet if the least vein be cut,
they must neglect their greater cures to stop that ; which,
if neglected, must needs exhaust the stock of nature,
and produce a dissolution of the whole man. A defection
from the duties of onr religion is a consumption to any
state : no foundation is firm that iz not laid in Christ.
The denial of justice, the abridgment of our liberties, are
such an obetruction as renders the commonwealth leo
prous ; but the wounds in our property let out the life
biood of the people, The reformadion of church govern-
ment must necessarily be 8 work of much time; and,
God be thanked, the dicease is not desperate. PBe serve
one God, we believe in one Christ, and we all acknotw-
ledge and profess one gospel. 'Fhe stop of justice ecan
yet injure but particulars, ’TFis true, there may be
many, to¢ many, instances of strange oppreasions, great
oppressors, but 'twill be hard to judge the conclusion:
et sic de ceteris. But take from us the property of our
edtates, our subsistence, we are no inore a pecple: this
is that vein which hath been so deep cut, so far ex-
hausted, that to preserve our being we must, doubtless,
stop this current. IT WILL RE TIME ENOUGH 70 EETTLE
RULES TO LIVE BY WHEN WE ABE 5URE TO LIVE.”
While this, es contraated with Pym’s tone in the
parliament of April, is a perfect illustration of his pre-
sent change of temper, it was also, it eannot be doubted,
intended to vindicate himself from e charge which I find
brought against him by more than one of the puritans
. 8t the time —a lukewsrmness .concerning the bold
questions of episcopal government,! in favour of the

I 4 Known,* gays Clarendon, speaking of Pym at this time, “to be in-
clined to the puritan party, yet not of thoee Murious resolutions against the
chureh, as the other feadi:g men were, and wholly devoted to the earl nf
Bedford, who hed nothing of thar spirlt.”  Hiseory, vol i, p. 321, Pym
way, in [act, like Selden, and the mejority of lawyers in the house of cam-
muns, a disciple of Erastus in metters of church government,
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mote practicel strokes of policy by which he sought,
firat of all, to assault and take by storm the strong
holds of the government of the king. The last worda
of the passage just quoted are a noble defence of what
he had done, end was about to do, with this great view.
In truth, the difficultier of the period, the considera-
Lions which should weigh with posterity against a hasty
Jjudgment of the most- startling measures, were never
so weightily expressed as in these few worde. The
first aim was to save the life of the republic ; the next
wag to govern it

¢ Mr, Speaker,” he continued, ¢ he that well weighs
thig little word property, or propriety, in our estales,
will find it of a large extent. The leeches that have
suck’d this blood, have been excise, benevolences, Joans,
impositions, monopolies, military taxes, ship-money,
cum multis alite ; all which apring from one roct. And
is it not high time to grub up that root, that brings
forth such fruit? B8hall we first stand to lop the
branches one by obne, when we may down with all at
once? He that,to correct an evil tree, which brings
Sorth bad fruit, shall begin ai the master-bough, and s
lop dunwards, is tn danger to fall Aimaelf before the tree
Salls. The safer gnd speedier way is to begin al the
rool ; and there, with submission, would I lay the as.

“ The root of most of our present mischiefs, and the
tuin of all posterity, I hold to bhe those extrajudicial
(judgments I cannot gay, but rather) dooms, delivered
by all the judges under their hands out of court, yet
recorded in all courts; to the subversion of all our
fundamental laws and liberties, and the annihilation, if
not conflscation, of all our estates: ‘that in case of
danger, the king may impose upon his subfects; and
that Ae 18 the sole judge of the danger, necersily, and pro-
portign.” 'This, in brief, is to take what, when, and
where he will; which, though delivered in the timeof a
gracivus and mereiful prince, who we hope will not
wrest it beyond our abilities, yet, when left to the inter-
pretation of a succeeding tyrant, if ever this nation be so
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unforiunale to fal into the hands of such, it iz & record
wherein cvery man might rend Aimself a slave that reads
i¢ ; — having nothing he can call his own, but all prosti-
tute o the will of another,

“ What to do in such a case, we are not to seek
for precedents. Our honourable ancestors taught us, in
the just and exemplary punishments of chief justice
Tresilian and his complices !, for giving their judgments
out of parliament, against the established Jaws of par-
liament, how tender they were of us. How careful, then,
ought we to be to conlinue those lawe, and to preserve
the liberty of our posterity ! T am far from maligning
the person, nor in my heart wish I the execution, of any
man ; but eertainly it ghall be a justice well becoming this
house, to lay their Reads ot his majesty’s mercy, who lasd
us under hiz fert ; who had made us but ienants at will
of our iiberties and our eslates. And though I cannot
but approve of mercy, as a great virtue in any prince, yet
I heartily pray i prove o precedent as safe and useful to
this oppressed stale as that of justics I

The force and condensation of these passages are
wonderful indeed. But what followe is yet more striking,
when taken as a great appeal to the future.

“ Mr. Speaker, blasted may that tongue be, that shall,
in the lesat degree, derogate from the glory of those
haleyon days our fathers enjoyed during the government
of that ever-blessed, never-to-be-forgotten royal Eliz-
abeth. But certainly I may safely eay, without de-
traction, it was much advantage to the peace and pros-
perity of her reign, that the great examples of Empson
and Dudley were then fresh in memory. The civility
of gur law tells us, that the king can do no wroug ;
but then oniy is the state secure, when judges, their
minisiers, dare do none. Since our times have found
the want of such examplos, 'tis fit we leave some to pos.
terity ! God forbid all should be thought or found
guilty ; there are doubtess some ringleaders ; let ua sift

i These are the precedenta alluded to by Goodwin, as having been urgew

" by John Pym in'the beglonicg of the long parliament.”
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them vut.  In public government to pase hy the nocent,
is equal injuslice ag to punish the innocent. An omission
of that duty now will be a guill in us, veader us shamed
on history, and cursed by posterity. Qur gracious and,
in that set of voluntary justice, maost glorious king hath
given up, to the satisfaction of his afflicted people, the
authors of their ruins. THE POWER OF FUTURE PRE-
SERVATION 18 Now IN us. [Et qui non ¢ervaet pairigm -
cum potest, idem tradii’ destruenti pafriom. What
though we cannot restore the demage of the common-
wealth, we may yet repair the hreaches in the bounds of
monarchy ; though it be with our loss and charge, ve shall
80 logve sur children's children fenced as with a wall of
safety, by the resioration of our laws to their ancient
vigour and lustre !

“'Tis too true, that it ia to be feared the revenues of
the crown, sold outright, would scarce remunerate the
injuries or repay the -losses of this suffering nation,
since the promouncing of that fatal sentence. What
Pproportionable satisfaction, then, can this commonwealth
receive in the punishment of a few inconsiderable
delinquents ? But "tis 4 rule valid in law, and approved
in equity, that Qui non hadeni in crumend, luen! in
corpore ; and 'tis, without all question, so in policy, that
exemplary punishments corduce more o the safety of a
slate, tham pecuniary reparations. Hope of impunity
lulls every bad great officer inte security for his time;
and who would not veniure to reise a fortune, when the
alluremente of honour ard wealth are so prevalent, if the
worst that can fall be but restitution only ¥ We see the
bad effects of this bold erroneous opinion. What ves,
at firat, but corrupt law, is since, by eacouragement laken
Jrom their impunity, become felse doctrine. The people
are taught, in pulpits, ¢ that they have ne property;’
kinge instructed in that destructive principle, ©that all
ia theirs ;° and it is thence deduced into necessary state
policy, and whispered i council, ‘that he is no
macnarch, who is bounded by any Law.

“ By these bad consequences, the best of kings hath

VOL. 1L A



146 BRITRPH STATESMEN.

been, hy the infusion of much poisonous positions,
diverted from the aweet inclinations of his own narural
equity and justice ; the very essence of a king having
been taken from him, which is the preservation of his
people. And whereas saius populi is, or should be,
suprema lez, the power of undoing ns is masked under the
style of royal prerogative. And is it not high time for ue
to make examples of the firat authora of thia subverted
law, bad couneel, woree doctrine? Let no man think
to divert us from the pursuit of justice, by poisoning
the clear streams of our affections, with jealous fears
of his majesty's interruptions, if we look too high.
SHALL WE THEREFORE DOURT OF JUSTICE, BECAUSE WE
HAVE NEED OF GREAT JUsTICE 7 We may be confident,
the king well knows, that his justice is the band of our
allegiance — that it is the staff, the proof of his
sovereignty.”

Never was & fimer answer given to an often repeated
fallacy, than is contained in that sudden question of the
orator ; and the following peroration seems to me quite
nnequalled, in any ancient or modern speaker, for ite
beauty and condeneation of thought. Its commence-
ment is indeed ap absolute and final vindication of such
men as Pym, who, profeasing thetnselves the advocates
of monarchy, were soon obliged to strip from the
monarch all hie abused resources of prerogative.

 "Tis 8 happy assurance, sir, of his majesty's intention
of grace to us, that our loyalty hath at last won him to
tender the safety of his people. And certainly (ald our
pressures well weighed this Moefve gears last past) it will
be found, Aol THE PASSIYE LOYALTY OF A SUFFERING
NATION HATH OUTDGNB THE A€TIVE LOYZLTY OF ALL
Tryed aND sroRiEa  As the poet bath it, —

Forliver jle furit, qui miser evse potest;
and ¥ may &8 properly sy, Fideliter fecimus, We have
done loyally to suffer so patiently.

“ Then gince our royal lord hath, in mercy, visited
us, let vs not doubt but, in his justice, he will redeem
bis people. Qui timide rogat, docet negure! Whem

st e
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veligion is innovated, our Hberties violated, our funda-
wmental laws abrogated, our modern lws already obsoleled,
the property of our estates alienated — NOTHING LERPT US
WE CAN CALL OUR OWN, BUT OUR MIERY AND OUR
PATIENCE — iff ever any nation might justifiably, we
certainly may now, now most properly, most seasonably,
ery out, and cry aloud, ‘ Vel saern regnet justitia, vel
Tuat celum! "

And in the full aceeptation of the spirit of these
words, Pym prosecuted the great work he had now in
hand, scarcely so much, as he here explains, in the hope
of achieving present happiness, aa of securing the liberties
and bappiness of the future. He has been hitterly
assailed, by the enemies of freedom, for urging forward
the measures now in contemplation, on the ground
that, their tendency being antimonarchical, he thus, as
an equslly professed friend to liberty and to monarchy,
pave the lie to his professions. But was this so? Has
he not placed an undeniable refutation of it oo record ¢
The question had been reduced, in truth, as between
Pym and the popular party, and Cherles the First, to
B gnestion strictly personal. The mnation had been
brought into such a position by the government of
Charles, as to make many of the hitherto undenied
prerogatives of muajesty, incompatible, in the person of
Charles, with freedom. Thia is not to be denied, nor
ean the high and weighty considerations involved in it
be dismissed hy any affected discusaion of them in the
¢ ghmtract,” or to the exclusion of the one grand
element of the whole — the insincerity and perfidy of
Charles himself.

In his opening speech of the session, the king had
termed the Scota people ““ rebels,” A vote was now passed
hy the commeons, decreding 300,000 ¢ for the friendly
relief and aid, and towards the losses and necessities, of
their brethren the Scots.” 1  Pym’s ohject, through all

! Inquiries were also ordered’intn the fosses suffered by various membery
«of the house by Hne and_imprilugun ent after the third pnrﬁammt af Charles.

g the names s I find those of Pym and Hampden : the last
Ttake t» be on the scorc of ship-raoney; but was mot aware, before, that

L2
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his measures at this time, was apparently to strengthen
the demoeratic power so far above that of the preroga-
tive, as to enable the commons to resist a dissolution,
in case a dissolution should be threatened. He was
g0 far successful in schieving it, that an open efforz
to secure the continvance of parliament wes now
thought advisable. And this in two short months!
But the final stand had, doubtless, now been taken by
Pym and the chief men of the party; and, with un-
swerving reliance on that political and religious faith of
the people to which they had been educated by the
struggles and miseries of so many years, they moved
forward with a sterdinesa of aim and determination,
which bore down every opposing effort, and even every
wish, against them. Clarendon, Falkland, ‘znd Digby,
were carried along with the stream. Up to this time,
and far beyond it, we hear no whisper of resistance on
the score of danger to the monarchy. “ Truly, I am
persuaded,” observes Clarendon, however, in a sort of
self-vindication, * whatever design, either of glteration
or reformation, was yet formed — I mean in the begin-
ning of the parliament, was only communicated between
Mr. I'ym, Mr, Hampden, Mr. Fiennes, Mr. 5t, John,
the earl of Bedford, the lords Szy and Kimboltor, who,
together with the earl of Rothes and the lord Louden
(the Scots commissioners), managed and carried it on ;
and that neither the earl of Essex, Warwick, nor Brooke
himself — no, nor Mr. Hollis or Btrode, or any of the
rest, were otherwise trusted, than upon occassion, and
made use of according to their several gifts : but there
was yet no manner of difficulty in swaying and guiding
the affections of men, all having brought resolution and
animcsity enough againgt the excesses and exorhitancies
that had been been exerciged in the former government,
and dislike enough to the persons guilty of the same,
and nof yet discerning thal there was any other infentian

R-m had then also been subjected to imprisgnment and loss, Old Parl
vol, ix, p. 8d ) e

-
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fhan of a just and regulsr proceeding, and reformation
tpon hoth.”  Bo far, at least, this is valpable testimony.
It is 8 warrant, from the authority of the strongest pro-
fessed friends to the monarchy, for the justice of the
impeachment and attainder of Strafford, and for all the
mensures up to the period of his death.

We have-seen Pym alluding, in one of his speeches,
to two statutes of Edward I11., for the holding of annual
parliaments. Upon- this suggestion Mr. Prideaux now
introduced a Lill for yearly parliaments, which, how
ever, by the amendments received in committee |, was
changed into a iriennial measure. The most gingular
care and precaution were used in framing this sratute,
The issuing of writs wes made imperative on the keeper
of the great seal ; in case of: his failure, upon the lords ;
on failure of the latter, upon the sherifft; and, in
the last resort, representatives might be chosen by the
people themselves. Charles made a desperate effort
to elude assent to this famous bill; but an assent was
extorted from him, and the people welcurned the event
with bonfires and every mark of joy.?

Meanwhile Pym had abated none of hia exertions in
preparing for the impending trial of Strafford. A
masterly series of twenty-eight articles of impeachment
bad been drawn up by himself end 8t, John, in which
fourteen years of Strafford’s life were set forth with
wonderful force and precision; blending offences of
various degrees, but so planned as to exhibit through
them all the one grand offence charged upon the earl
— an allempt to subvert the fundamental lnws of the
country. Information was now conveyed that sir George
Radcliffe was mainly relied upon by Strafford for the
proof of his enswerad, and Pym, well knowing Radcliffe
to have been the wretched instrument of the lord de-
puty's guilt throughout, instantly charged high treason
upon him also. Radcliffe shortly after escaped ; but an

1 See Journals of the Houre, 30th Dec. 1640 ; and agaln, Journals af
oL January.

% Yo Parl, Hist, and Scat 18 Car. L ¢ §. Clarendon’s Hist vol L p. 587,
. 1 Bee Clarendon's Hist volL L p 977

L3
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extract from Pym’s speech in presenting the articles
against him will not be thought inappropriate here.

* The earl,” my lords, * is charged as sn author;
sir George Radcliffe as an instrument and subordinate
actor. The influence of superior planets are often
augmented and enforced, but seldom mitigated, by the
concurrence of the inferior, where merit doth arise
not from well doing, but from ill. The officiousness
- of miniaters will rather add to the malignity of their
‘instructions, than diminish it ; that so they may more
fully ingratiate themselves with those upon whom they
depend. In the crimes commitied by the ear], there ap-
pears more haughtiness and fierceness, being acted by
his own principles. Those motions are ever strongest,
which are nesrer the primum mobile. But in those
of sir George Radcliffe, there seems to be more base-
‘ness and servility, having resigned and suljected him-
self to be acled upon by the corrupt will of another.
The ear] of Strafford bath not bheen bred in the study
and practice of the law, and Aating stronger luiis and
passions lo incite, and less knowledge to restrain him,
might more easily be transported from the rule. 8ir
George Radcliffe, in his natural temper and disposition
being more moderate, and, by his education and pro-
fession, better acquainted with the grounds and direc-
tions of the law, way carried into his offences by a
more immediate concurrence of will, and a more corrupt
suppression of his own reason and judgment. My lords,
as both these have been partners in offending, so it is the
desire of the commons they may be put under such trial
and examination, and other proceedings of justice, 8s
may bring them both lo partake of a deserved punish-
ment, for the safety and good of both kingdoms.”

- As the trial of Sctrafford approached, the king made an
effort to save him by a compromise with the leaders of
the opposition. Whitelocke’s sccount of this nego-
tiation ! is unaatisfactory and obseure ; but it is possible

1 Theae are hin wonls: —* But there was a prapesal (the subject of
wuch discourse], lo prevent all thin trouble, and s restare the eari of
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that, from some extracts I shall now make frotn Cla-
rendon, a just notion of the whole transaction roay be

arrived at. This is the more necessary, since it has

been made matter of grave accusation against the virtue

of Pym and Hampden by a writer ! who is not lesa dis-

tinguished by bis geniug than his zeal.

** From the time,” s2ys the noble historian,  that
there was no rore fear of the archbishop of Canter-
bury, nor the lord lieutenant of Ireland, nor of any par-
ticular men who were like to succeed them in favour,
all who had been active in the court or in any service
for the king being totaily dispirited, and most of them
to be dispesed to any vile offices against him, — the great
walriots thought they might be ably fo do their country
belter service ifthey got the places and preferments in
the court 2, and so prevent the evil counsels which had
used fo spring from thenes, .. . The earl of Bedford wus
to be treasurer; in order to which the bishop of Lona

-don had already desired the king to receive the staff
And so the treasury was for the present put into com-
miasion, Mr. Pym was ta be chancellor of the exche-
quer, .. . These two were engaged o procure the king's
revenue to be liberally provided for3, and Aonourably

Strafford to his former favour and honour, 1f the king would prefer some
of the grandeen to offices al court, whereby Strafford’s enemies ehould be.
come hiy friends, and the kiog's desived be promoted. It wae, that
ahould be made Jord tregsurer. the lard Say maater of Lhe wards, Mr. Pym
flor of the exchequer, Mr, Holles cecretary of state, Mr, Hampden

tutny to the prince ; athers to have other places.  In order whereunto the
bishnp of Londan reaigned up his treasuter’s ateff, the lord Cottington
his place of the master of the wards, and the rest were eastly to be voided.
But whether ugon the king's aiteration of his mind, or by whetever means
it came r.ul}m: it uncertain, thede things were not effecied, and the great
wen bafled thereby became the mare incensed and vinlent against r,he
earl, joining with the Scotch who we
him." The blank iy supposed to have been ]eft for lord Bedford's name,

i Mr. Southey, in the Quarterly Review.

¥ In the llpunous editiemna of i,ord Clarendon — that in, in every editioh
published before the Oxford ane of 1895, thid puseage stande thus; — “if
they got the places and preferments of the court for themselver™  Sew
Huot, vol i p 369

3 1 may here gquote the charge which is sulmequently brought by Cla-
Tendon (vol. ie, p.43=—30.) against the memory of Prm, and which I
have alrezdy {p. 43] adverted . The king at one time intended to
make Mr. Pym of the 1 for which he received bis
mgjeaty's promise, and made & refurn of & uu;tahie prafegion of hie wervice
and devotion ; apd thereupm, the other being no secret, fomewshial dectined
From that Marpun in the Bomse which way more popular dhan ony man't,

L4
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increased and settled; and that this might be the better
done, the ear] of Bedford prevailed with the king, upon the
removals mentioned before, to make Oliver St. John hiz
solicitor general ; which his majesty veadily consented to,
hopimg that he would have been very useful in the present
erigence to support hiz service in the house of commona,
where his suthority was then great; et leaat, that he
would be ashamed ever to appear in any thing that
might prove prejudicial to the crown. And he became
immediately possessed of that office of great trust, and
was a0 well qualified for it at that time, by his fast and
rooted malighity against the government, that he lost
no eredit with his party, out of any apprehension or
jealousy that he would change his side: and he made
good their confldenee ; not in the least degree sbating
his malignant spirit, or dissembling it, but with the
same obstinacy opposed every thing which might ad-
vance the king's service, when he was his solicitor, as

and made sarie owerdures o provide for the glovg ond tplendowr of the
crouwn ; i uviich A kad gp il success, tAat bis inierest and repwlation then
oitibly abaicd ; and he found that he was much better able to de hurt than
good; which mrought very much upon him te melancholy, and alai
of the wiol and di ¢ of the te's affections and lnclina-
tions. IF any period could have heen carefully sctected befors another
with a4 view to prove the utter falsehood of this charge, it had been this
very ime named by tord Clarendon., Pym's interest and repute with the
EOMMOS Was neved 80 extraordinsry and comemanding as during sud after
the proceedings dgainat Stradord, nor did it ever, a3 we shall see, in the
slightest reapect abate, til! after the disastrous reversea nt the commence.
mert of the eivil war, Now obaerve upon what the aplte of lord Ciarenden,,
for which tmly there was natural and sufficient cayse, scems, with even
Jess Teason than on the worda quoted at E[‘ 41, to have trumped up aM this.
In a pamphlet of the time, entitled “The ‘Biurnall Oceurrencce of bath
Houaes from the 3rd of November H5#), ta the 3rd of November 1691, T
flud mention made of & debete respecting ship-money and tonnage and
poundage, which took place on the Z7th of Novemnber 1840, and in which
some words speken by ge}den gaveriseto the following from Pym. The
reader will recollect that the very step he here rerommends was stated by
him to be on the eve of being taken, when the third parliament was dis-
soived, * That morning, aleo, master Pym, the great pacliament man, de-
tlared that they woukd make the king the richest king in all Christendome ;
and that they hed ne other intentian, but that he should continue their
king to govern thea; and pressed he might have tonnage and poundage
granted him by act of parliament, which toek well in the housa ; but stood
it 10 Aavr grivvanced forst réformed, AND 80 [T WAR LEFT AT LARSE" S0
at here, immedistely after Strafford and Laud had been yielded to the
tawer, and long before any compramise of office was thought of, we End
Pym amply reeommending what-the third E:.!liament wished to have done,
with a rondition which it is even possible that parlisment would have dis-
pevsed with; and this Is twisted into the charge frst quoted, to gratify
the spican and apite of & parsonsl and politica) epponeny
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ever he had done before. The lord Say was to be mas-
ter of the wards, and Dentzil Holles secretary of state.
Thus far the intrigue for preferments was entirely com-
plied with ; and it ia grea! pity that it was no! fully
ezecuted, that the king might Rave Aad some able men to
have advised or sasisted Aim ; which probably these very
men would have done after they had been so thoroughly
engaged. ... But the earl of Bedford was resolved that
he would not enter into the treasury till the revenue
wag io some degree settled ; at least, the bill for tonnage
and poundage passed, with all decent circumstances,
and for life; which both he and Mr. Pym did very
heartily lahour 1o effect, and had in their thoughts
many good expedients, by which they intended to raise
the revenue of the crown. dAnd nene of them were
very solicitous to take their promotions, before some
other accommodations were provided for some of the.
real of their chief companions ; who would be neither
well pleased with their so hasty advancement before
them, nor so submissive in the future to follow their
dictates, Hampden was a man they could not leave
unprovided for; and therefore there were several de-
signs, and very far driven, for the satisfaction and pro-
motion of him, and Essex, and Kimbolton, and others ;
though not so fully concluded, as those before mentioned.
For the king’s great end wvas, by these compliances, to
gave the life of the earl of Strafford, and to preserve
the church from ruin: for nobody thought the arch-
bishoprin danger of his life. And there were fow of
the persons mentioned before, who thought their pre-
Jermente would do them much good, if the earl were
suffered to live ; but in that of the church, the major
part even of those persons would have betn willing o
have satigfied the king ; the rather because they had
Do reason to think the two houses, or indeed either of
them, could have been induced to have pursued the con-
trary. And #o the continued and renewed vislence in the
prosecution of the earl of Strafford made the king well
contented (as the other ressons prevailed with the
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other persons) thot the putting of those promelions in
practice should be for a time suspended.”? And in a sub-
sequent passage, lord Clarendon, probably without in-
tending it, supplies some very singular and serviceahle
comments on his present account of these tramsactions,
“1If that stratagem,” he says, ‘ of winning men by
places, had been practised us soon aa the resolution
was taken at York to call & parliament (in which, it
was apparent, dangerous attempts would be made, and
that the court could not be able to remist those at
tempts), and if Mr. Pym, Mr. Hampden, and Mr,
Hollis had been then preferred with Mr. Saint John,
before they were desperately embarked in their despe-
rate designs, and had innocence enough about them to
trust the king, and be trusted by him (having yet con-
tracted Do personal animosities against him), it is very
possible, that they might either have been made instru-
ments to have done good serviee, ot at least been re-
strained from endeavouring to subvert the royal
building, for supporting whereof they were placed as
principal pillars. But the rule the king gave himself
(very reasonable at another time), that they should firet
do service, and compass this or that thing for him,
before they should receive favour, wee then very-un-
seasonable ; since, besides that they could not in truth
do him that service without the qualification, it could
not be expected they would desert that side, by the
power of which they were sure to make themselves
considerable, without an unquestionshle mark .of in-
terest in the other, by which they were to keep up their
power and reputation, And so, whilst the Aing ex-
pected they should manifest their inclinations to his ser-
vice by their temper and moderation in these procesdings
that most offended him, and they emdeavoured, by doing
all the hurt they could, to make sviden! the power they
had teo de Aim good, ha grew so far disobliged and pro-
voked that he could not in honour gratify them, and
they so obnoxious and guilty that they could not think
1 Hist vol i p SZ-=371,
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themselves secure in his favour ; and thence, according to
the policy and method of injustice, combined to oppress
that power they had injured, and to raise a security for
themselves by disenabling the king to question their
transgressiona.” | :

Now, surely, there cannot remain a doubt, after a care-~
ful observation of these extractz, of the precise nature
and conduct of the * compromise” which Whitelock
has so imperfectly and obscurely stated. It iz quite
clear that Pym and lord Bedford never for an instant.
contemplated the rescoration of Strafford, as their con-
dition of entering office. It is here acknowledged that
the thought of office was only entertained by the
patriots on the understanding that Strafford and Laud,
with all their evil counsels, were silenced for ever ; and
it is proved, in the case of 8t. John, that the great
body of the opposition had sufficient faith in their
leaders to see them assume office without the fear that
they would ¢ change sides.” Douhtless, when the nego-
tintion was first entered on, some pledge for what is
called by Clarendon the * security of the chureh,” was
given by Pym ; since there was nothing in bis opinions
on tbat subject? that should have raised up an insur~
mountable obstacle. The ecclesiastical constitution of
England, as it existed in thet day, apart from Laud’s
gross administration, and as it exisia now, is as nearly
as possible Erastian in theory,and almost wholly Erastian
in practice. But, admitting that such a pledge was
given, it is to be observed, also, that neither Pym -nor
lord Bedford would consent w treat with the king on
any narrow or personal consideration —- the people were
to have a secure guarantee for a thoroughly and com-
pletely popular ministry.  Neither of them were

! Hist. of Rebel. vol ii. p. 60, 61.

94 In the house of commons, thotgh of the chief leadevs, Nathaniel
Fiennes and young «ir Harry Vene, and shortly after Me, Hampden {who
hed not befere nwned it), were believed to be for tont and branch ; which
grew shortly alter & common expression, end discovery of the several
tempers 3 yet Mr. Pym was not of thut mind, nor Mr. Hollis, nar any of
the northern men, ‘or those lawyers who dreve on moat furicusly with
them : all of whom were pleared with the government itself of the cAurch.™
Cl:;ndon'u History of the Rebellion, vol. i. p. #10. See afterwards vol. iv.
P4 .
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very solicitous to take their promotions before accommo.
dations were provided for the rest of their chief com-
panions.” And why was the whole negotiation suddenly
broken off? Becanse of a “ continued and renewed
violence in the prosecution of the earl of Strafford ”
is the distinct reply of Clerendon; because none of
the pepular statesmen * thought their preferment would
do them much good, if the earl were suffered to live.”
It iz true that the =ame writer, in another part of his
voleminous work, has apparently a partial contradiction
of this; but its precise terms are worth notice. “ The
ear] of Bedford secrefly undertook to his majesty, that
the ear] of Strafford’z life should be preserved, and to
procure his revenue to be settled as amoply es any of
his progenitors.” ! Here Pym’s name is omitied, and
the “pecrecy” of the undertaking alluded to would
seem to imply treachery on the part of lord Bedford
to his political associzten, Now Clarendon is not the
best anthority to receive such an accusation from. Land,
though he was then a prisoner, had ample opportunity
of making himself master of the state of parties and
affections, and his testimony may be taken with greater
confidence. He accuses the earl of Bedford with re-
maining * ravagely” intractable respecting the death of
Strafford. “ The earl,” he says, in his diary, ““being thus
laid low, and his great services done in Ireland made
part of his accusation, 1 cannot but observe two things :
the one, that upon Sunday morning hefore, Francis
earl of Hedford (baving sbout a month before lost
his second son, in whom he most joyed) died, the
emall-pox striking into his hrain. Thie lord was one
of the main plotters of Strafford’s death ; and ¥ know
where he, with other lords, before the parliament sat
down, resolved to have his blood. But Ged would not
ket Rim live lo take joy therein, but cut him off in the
morning, whereas the bill for the earl of Surafford’s
death was not signed ull night,” &c.

‘This, then, is the conclusion to which all impartial

i Hist. vol L p. 445,
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men must come, respecting this much-disputed passage
of history — that, whatever shape, or ultimate purpose,
these proposed changes might have assumed in the
mind of Charles, they have left unsullied the motives
of P'ym and Hampden. With the king the negoti-
ation may have been merely a stratagem of despair,
but with the patriots it was entertained with a sincere
and bord fide hope of serving the cause, and possibly of
eaving the king. Happy would the issue, in all proba-
bility, have proved for England: hut, wbether er no,
little did Pym and Hampden then deserve to have it
said of them, in after times, that they only ‘ wanted
Places and power ; and being disappointed in their ex-
pectations, they determined upon shedding the blood of
the man with whom, if they might have been taken into
office, they were willing to have coalesced.”! Granting,
for an instant, that it were possible to reconcile such a
charge with our impressions of virtue of the accused,
how could it consist with their undisputed genius?
They had been short-sighted fools, and not wise stetes—
men, to have hazarded such an outrage on that people
whose confidence had given them their power. Mr.
Southey is an able and unflinching defender of his
party ; but, when he sees the propriety of withdrawing
this remark, he will be the last to refuse guch a con-
ceasion to truth, 2
impeachment of Strafferd now moved gradually

for:::d, aﬁat last, on the 22d of Mar?h, the trial was
opened in Westminster Hall. :I‘hat mighty sceue has
been already described,? and it is only necessary here to
present sorme memotable passages from the speeches of
the second chief actor in it, the accuser I_‘ym. The
first day was occupied with a recapitulation of the
charges and answers. ) .

« My lords,” said Pym, rising on the morning of the
;1 M. Bouthey, in the Quarlerly Review.

it to say that Hume'a view of this matter (History.
vo'i Erlm?:‘};ihn?u:r?c:-ed‘) d{m not materlally differ from chat which 1

' have taken.
. lv Life af Straford, p. 534, 388,
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second day, “ we stand here by the commandment of
the knights, citizens, and burgesses, now gesembled for
the coraroons in parliament. And we are ready to
make good that impeachment whereby Thomas earl of
Strafford atands charged in their name, and in the
names of all the commons of Englend, with high
treasdn.

“ This, my lords, is & great cause, and we might
sink under the weight of it, end be astonished with the
lustre of this noble assembly, if there were not in the
cause strength and vigour te suppert itself, and to
encourage us, It is the cause of the king; it concerns
hin majesty in the honour of his government, in the
safety of bis persom, in the stability of his crown. It
is the cause of the kingdom ; it concerns not only the
peace and prosperity, but even the being of the kingdom.
‘We have that piercing eloquence, the cries and groans,
and tears and prayers, of all the subjects assisting ue.
‘We have the three kingdoms, Englend and Scotland
and Ireland, in travail and agitation with us, bowing
themselves, like the hinds spoken of in Job, to cast out
their sorrows.

¢ Truth and goodness, my lords—they are the besuty
of the soul; they are the protection of all created
nature ; they sre the image and character of God upon
the creaturen. This beauty evil spirite and evil men
have loat ; but yet there sre none so wicked but they
desire to march under the show and shadow of it, though
they hate the reality.

‘¢ This unhappy earl, now the ohject of your lordships
justice, hath taken a8 much care, hath used as much
cunning, to set a face and countenance of homesty and
justice upon his actions, as be hath been negligent to
obaerve the rules of honesty in the performance of all
these actions. My lords, it is the greatest baseness
of wickedness, that it dares not look in ita own colours,
nor be seen in ite natoral countenance, But viriue, wa
it is amiable in all respecta, so the least is not thia,
thet € puls a nobieness, it puts e bravery upon the
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mind, and {ifts it above hopes and fears, above favour and
displeqsure. It makes it always uniform and constani
to itzelf.  The service commanded me and my colleagues
here, is to take off those vizards of -truth and upright-
ness, which hath been sought to be put upon this
cauee ; and to show you his actions and his incentions,
in their awn natural blackness and defermity.

* My lords, he hath put on a vizard of truth in these
words, wherein he says, © that he should be in his
defence more careful to observe truth, than to gain
advantage to himeelf,’ He aays, he would endure any
thing rather than be saved by falsehood.

¢ It wes a noble and brave expression if it were really
true.

“ My lords, he hath likewise put the vizard of good-
neas on his actions, when he desires to recite hisservices
in & great many particulars, as if they were beneficial to
the commonwealth and state, whereas we shall prove
them mischievous and dangerous.

€ It is left upon me, my lords, to take off these
vigards, and appearances of trzth and goodness, in that
pert of his answer which is the preamble; and that 1
shall do with a8 much faithfulness and brevity ae I can.

“ The flest thing, my lords, that I shall observe in
the presmble, is this: —Thet having recited &Il those
great and honourable offices which he heth done under
his majesty, he is bold to affirm that he hath been
careful and faithful in the execution of them all.

“ My lords, if he might be his ¢wn witness, and his
owp judge, I doubt not but he would be acquitted. It
js said in the Proverbe of the adulterous woman,
‘ that she wipes ber mouth,” end says, ¢ she had done
no evil” Here is a wiping of the mouth, here is a
verbal expression of honesty, But, my lords, the foul-
tess and upjustness will never be wiped off, neither
from his heart, nor from his setions; I mean for the
time past—@God may change him for the time to come!”

With the seme eammest gravity, sod in the same
confident and inflexible tone, Pym proceeded to obwerve
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upon the various parts of Strafford’s ““apologetical pre-
amble.,” Among other allegations, for instanee, that in all
things he had *‘ endeavoured the honour of the king.”
Here the accuser exclaimed, “The honour of the king !
My lords, we say, it is the honour of the king that he is
the father of his people, thathe is the fountain of justice;
and it cannot stand with his honour and his justice, to
have his government stained and polluted with tyranny
and oppression ! Another of Strafford’s allegations was,
that by his means many good and wholesome laws had
been made since his government in Ireland. * Truly,
my lords,” said Pym, ¢ if we should cousider the par-
ticulars of these laws, some of them will not be found
without great exception. But 1 shall make another
apswer. Good laws, nay, the best laws, are no ad.
vantage when eill is set above law ; when the laws have
force to hind and restrain the subject, but me force wo
rilieve and comfort him.,”

Pym then proceeded thus: — “ He says, he wasa
means of calling & parliament not long after he came to
his government. My lords, parliaments withou! par-
Hamentary liberties are bu! a fuir and plausible way inlo
bondage. That parliament had not the liberties of & par-
liament. Sir Pierce Crosby, for speaking against a hill
in the commons’ houee, wae sequestered from the coun-
eil table, and committed to prison. Sir Jobn Clot-
worthy, for the same cause, was threatemed that he
ghould lose & lewse that he had. Mr. Barnewell, and
two other gentlemen, were threatened they should have
troops of horse put upon them for speaking in the house,
Proxies, by dozens, were given by some of bis favourites ;
and, my lords, parliaments coming in with these cir-
cumstances, they be grievances, mischiefs, and miseries ;
oo works of thanks or honour.”

Strafford hed urged his having been a means to put
off monopolies and other bnrdensome projecta from the
eubject ; upen which his accuser observed thus bit-
terly :— ** If he had hated the injustice of & monepoly,
or the mischief of a monopoly, he would have hated
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it in himeelf. He himeelf would have been mo mo-
nopolist. Certainly, my lords, it was not the love of
justice, nor the common geod, that moved him. And
if he were maved by anything else, he had his reward,
It may be it was because he would have no man gripe
them in the kingdom but himeelf ; hir own harvest crop
would have been less, if he had had sharers. Tt may be it
was because monopolies Ainder trade; he had the cus-
toms, and the benefit of the customs would Aave been less.
When we know the particulars, we shall make & fit
and proper answer to them. But in the meantime,
we are sure, that whatsoever was the reason, it was not
Jjustice, nor leve of truth, that was the reason.”
Alluding next to Strafford’s plea, that he had ne
other commission Wit what his predecessors had, and
that he had executed that commission with all modera-
tion — the orator proceeded thus powerfully: * For the
commission, it was no virtue of his if it were a good
commission, I shall eay nothing of that, But for
the second part,—hie moderation { ¥When you find =0
many imprisoned of the mobility ! s0 many men, some
adjudged to death, some executed without law ! when
you find s0o many public rapines on the state, soldiers
sent to make good his decrees—so many whippings
in defence of monopolies —so many gentlemen that were
Jjurors, becauee they wiuld not apply themselves to
give verdicts on hie side, to be fined in the Star Cham-
ber — men of quality to be disgraced, set on the pillory,
and wearing papers, and such things {ss it will appear
through our evidence) —can you,'my lords, think there
was any moderation ?  And yet quly, my lords, I can
believe that if you compare hizs courses with other
parts of the world ungoverned, he will be found be-
yond all tyranny and harshness; but if you compare
them with bie own mind and disposition, perhaps there
was moderation! Hahit, we say, are more perfect
than acts, because they be nearest the principle of
actions.  The habit of cruelty in Aimself (no doubt) ir
more perfect than any dct of cruelty he hath commilted ;
¥OI. Ll X .
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but if thia be his moderation, I think all men will
pray to be delivered from it. I may truly say that
that is verified in him; ¢ The mercies of the wicked
are cruel I"”

Then, afrer expoasing at length, snd with singular
precision, the fallacies respecting revenue in the an.
swerd of Strafford, Pym took up one of his statements,
to the effect that many churches -had been built since
his government; and went on,— Truly, my lords,
why he should have any credit or honor if other men
buiided churches, I know not; I am sure we hear of
po churches he hath built himself. I, indeed, he had
been careful to have set up good preachers, that would
have stirred up devotion in men, and made them
desiroun of the knowledge of God, and by that mesns
made more churches, it had been something. But I
hear nothing of spiritual edification, nothing of the
knowledge of God, that by his means hath been dis.
persed in that kingdom. And ecertainly they that
strive not to build up men's souls in a spiritosl way
of edification, let thern build all the material churches
that can be they will do no goed: God is not wor-
shipped with walls, but he is worshipped with hearts.”

It iz Decessary to hasten, however, through meany
remarkable details in this speech to the memorable
weords which closed it:—‘ The earl concludes, my
lords, wilh a desire, “that he may not be charged
with errors of his undemtanding or judgment, being -
not bred up in the law; or with weakness, to which
humsn natare is subjeet’ Truly, my lords, it would
be far from us o charge him with any mch mistakes !
No, my lords, we shal charge him with nothing but
what the law in every mon's breast condemns, — the light
of nature, the lght of common reason, the rules of
seciety. And this will appear in all the articles which
my colleagues will offer to you.”

It has been obeerved in the course of this woerk]l,
that in the speeches of Pym alone will be found a

1 Life of Strafford, p, 397,
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real vindication of all the proceedinge against Strafford
up to the exaction of his Jife. From them alone is
indeed reflected that ¥ Bowing and existing light of
the public welfare,” which discovered to vittuous states-
men then what was requoisit to be done, and without
which now our sight is dull and feeble. It appesrs
" to me that Pym, and of all the smanagers Pym alone,
argued the actueation and conviction of the earl es of
the substmce of eterna! right, in oppesition to the
technicnl forms which the defence assurned. That crisia
of danger to the public Jiberties had in ki view already
arrived, wherein, by every precedent of great and virtu-
ous statesmanchip, the question of Jusmce reared itself
above the marrow limits of the law.

Henee it was that, early on the moming of the
thirteenth day of the trial, — when the eloquence, the
dignity of demeanouar, and the ohvicus bodily sufferings
of the notle accused, had weighed sm much in his favour
with the lords his judges, as the eommanding intellect
and mewrnful severity of his features had yrepossessed
the lady spectators on his side, — Pym rose in his place
in the house of commons, and announcing s discovery
of the last importance rempecting 3trafford, presented
to the house certain weighty reasons for closing the
proceedings againgt the ear! by the legialative enactment
of u bill of attainder. He then produced Vane's famous
noted, in proof of advice from Btrafford given to the
king at the council table, that he had an army in Ire-
1and by which England might be reduced t ohedience ;
and moved that the bill of attainder, which he now also
produced, should be read a flrst time.

Pym's motives to this sudden comrse are obvious
They are distinctly explained by a motion which he
suhmitted to the house six days after, when, on the
bringing up the report of the bill prerious to its third
reading, he prevailed with the house to pass, mnani-
mousty, a previous resolution, * That it has been suffi-
ciently proved that Thomas earl of Strafford hath
endeavoured to subvert the aneient mnd fundamental

M2
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laws of these realms of England and Ivelend, znd to
introduce an erbitrary and tyrannical government egainst
law." ! 1In the course of the proceediogs of the im-
peachment, and on the discovery of Vare's notes, the
policy no less than the necessity had made itself apparent
to bim, of fxing the case of Btrafford on wider and
more speclal grounds than were found to be ipvolved
in a very strict construction of the old satatute of
treasons, Admitting thia, however, nothing is so vain
es to argue this question with a view to our present
rettlercent of the lawe of evidence and kreason. The
rules of evidence, and legel constructions of statutes,
which are now clearly and intelligibly defined, were then
recognised doubtfully, and frequendy exceeded ; nor is
it to be denied that the people at least — accustomed an
they were to perpetual stretchings of the statute of
Edward by constructive interpretation — were unable
to atiach any definite sense to the erime.? In Pym's
refucal even to risk any arbitrary construction of s atatute
which might thereafter be turned against the people, we
see only a fresh evidence of his never.ceasing care of
the public freedom, which he would not coneent to
endanger, even fn so extraordinary an emergency, by
any possible invasion of the securities of regular juris~
prudence. He resolved on a bill of attainder. Bills of
attainder were-not then unusual, were the same in
principle as the ordinary bills of paion and penalties ;
and the argument against such a proeceding, as an act
of retrospective punishment, was thoronghly answered
in the case of Strafford by the course which Pym
adopted. The histories do not mention the resolution I
bave just quoled, but it embodies his grand vindication.
It plainly reduced the reasoning of Strafford to this,
that though to trangresa a particular law is & crime,
he who takes advantage of circumstances to overturn
the whole established laws had no legal warning of bis
guilt, and therefore was no criminal, Pym only waited

1 Bee Journala of 16th Apri], 1641,
_ ¥ fice Hallum's Conat, H.ul.vnl..l-Lp.iﬂ.
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till he had reseon to believe that the proofs he advanced
under the Afieenth article of the impeachment did not
smonnt to & eubstantive treason under the statute, —
when it is very clear that he at once resolved upon this
course ;* witely judging it better to fix the guilt of
Strafford on higher and grander considerations!, and
to bring the treason that had been committed againet the
lawe and liberties of the commonwealth to the imme-
diate arbitration of what he justly termed * the element
and source of all laws, out of which they are derived,
—the end of all laws, to which they are designed, and in
which they are perfected.” With this view also he
inserted the famous proviso in the bill, that the present
attainder should not be acted upon by the judges as a
precedent in determining the crime of tresson. Truly
has Mr. Godwin said 2 that this iljustrates, emphatically,
the clearness of his conceptiona and the equality of his
* temper, through the whole of these memorable pro-
ceedingu,

Nothing has been so little understood — not to say
grossly misrepresented — a3 the exact course of Fym
in this matter. He did not wait till © the impeachment °
had ohvicusly failed ”— he did not wait to see “ the
effect of Vane's notes upon the lords "— he did not at
last burry the bill of attainder through the lower house
“ with indecent haste.” Clarendon’s assertions, that the
bill waa not introduced till after Btrafford’s defence was
mede, snd that then it was  received with wonderful
alacrity and immediately read the first and the second
tme, and 8o, committed, which was not usual in parlia.
mented,” are simply untruths. Pym introduced the
bill on the 10th of April, when it was read the first
time ; Vane’s notes were not read in Weatminster Hall
till the 131h of April, immedigtely before Strafford’s de-
fence; on the day following (the 14th) the bill of at-
tainder was read a second time; and the third reading

! Bee there iderstlons urged at g length In the Life of Siraf.

rnrdhp. SO % .
3 Hiut. of the Commonwealth, yol L. p. 0%
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did not pass till the 218t of Aprill Meanwhile Pym
and St. John hed both stated to the house of lords, that
the commons did not seek ** 10 decline their lordehips”
justice in a judicial way®"” by submitting the bill of
attainder 10 them ; and ultimately the house of lords
did in faet voteupon ench article of the bill yudicially, and
not a8 if they were enacting o legislative measure ; while
the judges themeelves, on a soleman reference by the
Jords for their gpinios whether some of the articles
charged upon Surafford amounted W0 treassn, answered
unanimoualy that npon ail which their lordshipe had
voted to be proved, they considered the earl to be guilty
of that crime. 8o that, in truth, there is po resson to
suppose & failare of the impeachment, had it been al.
Jowed to proceed. It was Pym who first refuced to
sanction that proceeding with the weight of his authority
in after-times ; and to him, and the great men wha
acted with him, be awarded the praise of having thus
stamoped the guilt of Sirafford as a tresson aguinst 1he
people yather then the king, and, while they guarded
with profound and sagacions eare the libexty of the sub-
Jject and ibe striot suthority of the law, of having writ-
wn for all future ages, in the death of Berafford, the
terrible lesson of o nation’s retribution.

1 now rewrn o the last day of ihe trial in West-
minster Hall, where the lords still proceeded as if Wbey
were ignorant of the bill now pemding in the lower
house. On the 18th of April, after lord Sirafford had
delivered the noble snd affucting burst ¢f eloquence
with whieh his defence coarluded, Pym rese, and, in
the boguage of an hopest writer® who was present,
“ made, in half an hour, te the confession of all, ona
of the most eloquent, wiss, free speeches, that ever
we heard, or I think shall ever hear."4 The speech

"t See the Journals of l.hnu lhyu ar the OK Parl, Fa vol, bx, poRSL
2 Nalun's Collections, vol Etlm

3 ‘Bailjie, the E'""'" I of the magow Univenity,
oA "I'hc'thls, Baillie sdds, "' never heard & of 1o free |
agluut that his jdalised tive, Some of the passaces, and no Mone

but some, uldtuedefn #end You in priot, as wbey bave been
lﬂtpeaku;sbxm
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was indeed extraordinary. It seemis, by all the ac-
counts, to have been delivered with the evident semse
that the great occasion of the speaker’s life had come,
and that with him it now finally rested whether or
not the privileges so long cantested, and the riglts so
long misunderstood, of the great body of the people,
should win at lagt their asspred consummation and ac—
knowledgment.

“My lords,” he began, “ many days have been
spent in maintenance of the impuachment of the earl
-of Strafford by the houss of commons, whereby he
stands charged with high treason; and your lordshipa
have Leard hia defence with patience, and with as
much favour s justice will allow. Wae have passed
through our evidence ; and the vesult is, that it remains
clearly proved that the earl of Strafford hath endegvoured
by his wards, actions, and couneels, to aubvert the fun-
damental laws of England and Ireland, and to iniroduce
on grbitrary end tyrennioal goversmend,

* This is the enveriomed arrow ! for which he inquired
in the beginning of his replicalion this day, which
hath infected sll his blood ; this ie that intoxicating
cup (10 use his own metaphor) which hath tainted his
judgment, and poisoned hia heart! From hence was
infused that specifical difftrence which turned his
speeches, his actions, his connsele into tressen,—not
cumuplative, as he expressed it, as if many misdeman-
nours coukl make one tremson ; but fermally and es-
sentinlly. It is the end uhat doth inform actions, and
doth specificate the nature of them, making not sculy
criminal, but even indifferent, words end sctions, 4o be

1 In the T t of the defi which hed just claed, Strafford |
observing upon the statement of his accusers, that separate nrticles in the
impeachment mizht be no i th ives, and yet d to the
procl of treasnn, had said ~'* And hence, iny lerds, | hare all along watched
tosee if 1 could find that poisomed arrow that should envenon all the
Teal — that deanly cup of wine that should intoxicete 8 few slleged incon-
reniences and misdemesncura, te run them up to high tresam.”  Pym's
remir ke on this and other inrportant poings of the delence proves that in
generai menagement, and much of the gxpresuion, Lhis great apeech of his
was dplivered exlempors,
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treason, when done and spoken with a treasonsble
intention.

¢t That which is given to me in charge ie to shew the
quality of the offence, how heinous it is in the nature,
how mischievous in the effect of it; which will best
appear, if it be examined by that law to which he
himeelf appesled, that universal, that supreme law,
Sarus Porurl. This the element of all laws, out of
which they are derived ; the end of ell laws, to which
they are designed, and in which are they perfected. How
far it stands in opposition to this law, I shelf endeavour
to shew; in some considerations, which I.shall present
10 your lordships, arising cut of the evidence which
hath been opened.

# The first iz this,—it is an offence comprehending all
other offences. Here you shall find several treasons,
murthers, rapines, oppressions, petjuriea, The earth
hath s seminary virtue, whereby it doth produce atl
herbs and plants, and other vegetables : there is in this
crime g seminary of all evils hurtful to a state ; and if
you coneider the reasons of it, it must needs be so,

“ The law it that which puts g difference betwizt good
and evil, betwizt just and unjust. If you take away the
lnw, all thinge will fall into a confusion. Everyman
wiii become g low te himeelf, which, in the depraved con-
dition of human rafure, must needs produce many great
enormities. Lust will become o law, and envy will be-
come o law, covelousnsss and ambition will becomne lawe ;
and what dictales, wha! decisiong such laws will produce,
may ecarily be discerned in the late government of Ire.
and! -

“ The law hath a power to prevent, t restrain, to
repair evile. Without this, all kinds of mischief and
distempers will hreak in upon & state. It is the law
that doth entitle the king to the aliegiance and service
of hiz people; it entitlee the people to the protection
and justice of the king. It is Ged elone who subsists
by himself ; all other thinga subsist in a mutual de-
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pendence and relation. He waa a wise man thet said
that the king subsisted by the field that is tilled : it is
the lsbour of the peaple that supporte the crown. If
you take away the protection of the king, the vigour and
cheerfulness of allegiance will be teken away, though
the obligation remain,

“ The law ie the boundary, the messure, betwixt the
king's prerogative and the people’s liberty. Whilst these
move in their own orbs, they are a support and a
security to one another,—the prerogative & cover and
defence to the liberty of the people, and the people by
their liberty enabled to be a foundation to the prero-
gative ; but if these bounde be 80 removed that they
enter into contestation and conflict, one of these mis-

. chiefs must ensue,—if the prerogative of the king over-
whelm the liberty of the people, it will be turtned into
tyranoy ; if liberty undermine the prerogative, it will
grow into anarchy.”

The whole compass of cur language does not contain
8 nobler descriplion of law than this. It has indeed
been justly proneunced, by no partial witnesa! to Pym’s
memory, 10 combine the splendour of one of the eom.
mon-places of Cicero with the logieal force of lord
Bacon's profound medilations. It has even greater force,
philosophy, and beauty, when viewed in relation to the
wider appeal which the spesker had already judged it
necessary to make, not less to prevent the pessibly undue
stretching of & slatote, than to wither and destroy the
monstrous assumption of the accused—that he, for-
sooth, was a pleader for the law, while the very prin-
ciple assumed in hie argument is that of having laboured
to overtwrn all law.,

1t will be ohserved, however, that nothing so strik-
ingly impresses itself upon usg, in resding Rushworth's
report 2 of this extraordinary speech, than the inslant and
impressive practieal application 1o the defence which
Strafford had just delivered, with which all the great

1 Mr. I'Israel) in his Commentarles, val iv. p, 467 -
3 My quolalluns s7e taken from it
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principles and abstract trutha on which Pym must have
thought for years, now, with a stately vehemence, rushed
forth from him. This it is, as with the greatest orators,
1o comprebend the whole of a subject, no matter how
overwhelming in its interests and proportions, at a sin-
gle glance ; and then, out of an armoury of words and
thoughes, collected through the untiring exertions of a
life of obeervation and study, to know how to send every
word and every thought 1o its errand, like an arrow to
ity mark, with unerring asim. The firat of the noble
passages which follow haa reference 10 what Straflord
had said in his defence respecting Iveland,—that it waa
a conguered country, and that his illegal exertions there
were to mainlain the king’s abselute sovereignty. 'This
was 33 good an argument as many that have been since
advanced, with less excuse, for pubsequent oppressions
in the same quarter ; but mark with what final end un-
answerable eloquence Pym crushes every such sophism
or pretension !

“ The law ie the safeguard, the custody of all private
interests. Your honours, your lives, your liberties, and
estates, are all in the keeping of the law, Wilhount
thie, every man hath a like right to any thing; snd
such is the condition into which the Irish were brought
by the earl of Strafford.  But the reason which he gave
for it bath even more mischief in it than the thing
iteelf. They were a conguered mation! 'There cannot
be a word more pregnant and frujtful in treason than
that word is. There are few nations in the world that
have not been conquered, and no doubt but the con-
queror may give what law he pleases to those that are
conguered ; but if the succeeding pacts and agreements
do not limit and restrain that right, what peepls con de
s#toure ¢ England hath been congquered, and Wales hath
been conquered, and by this reason will be in litde
better case than Ireland. If #he king, by the right of &

‘wror, gives laws to bis people, shall not the peopls,
same reason, be restored to the right of the con-
to rocover their Hberty if they can® What can
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be more hurtful, more persiciouz %0 both, than sueh
propositions as these # And in these particulsrs is deter. .
mined the first eonuideration,

‘ The weeond consideration is this — arbitrary power
is dungerous to the king’s person, and dangerous to his
crown, It is apt to cherish ambition, usurpation, and
oppression, in great men, and to beget sedition and dis~
content in the people ; and both these bave been, and
in reasan must ever be, causes of great trouble and al-
teratian 10 princes and statea  If the histories of those
eastern countries be pursued, where princes order their
affairs according to the mischievous principles of the
. eaxr]l of Strafford, loose and sbeolved from sall rules of
gevernment, they will be found o be frequent in com-
bustions, full of massacres, and of ibe iragical ends of
princge.  If any man ahall Jaok into their own stories,
in the timea when the laws were moat neglected, he
shall find them full of cammotians, of civil distempers;
whereby the kings that then reigned were always kept in
wait and diuress; the people consumed with ¢ivil wars;
— a0d by such wicked ¢ounsels ga these some of our
princes have been brought to such a miserable end aw
no hooest heart ¢an remember without horror, and an
esruest prayer that it may Dever be 8o again.!

“ The third consideration is this — the subversion of
the laws ; aud this arbitrary power, as it is dangerous to
the king's person and to his crown, so is it in other
regpects vpry prejudicial to bis majesty, in his honour,
profit, and greainess. And yet these are the gildings
angd paintings (hat are put upon sach counsels, ¢ these
are for your honour — far your service; whereas iu
truth they mre contrary to both. Bat if I take off
this varnish, I hope they shall then appear in their own
native deformity ; and thersfore 1 dewire te commider
them by these rules. .

} The king was present, (e reader will re¢ollect, though not recognised
s being #0. A dereen of trellic.work wan I:I:.I'Ola hll’l lt may be suppoaed
that now, while these hle words h the hall, was lhe
moment of © “brenking Jdown the lcreen with his own hnnd * ax
£ T o
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* It eannot be for the honour of the king, that his
sacred authority should be used in the practice of injus-
tice and oppression, — that his name should be applied
to patronize such horrid crimes, as have been represented
in evidence againet the earl of Btrafford ; and yet how
frequently, how presumptucusly, his commends, his .
letters, have been vouched throughout the course of this
defence! Your lordships have heard when the judges
do justice it is the king’s justice; and this is for his
honour, because he is the fountain of justice. But when
they do injustice, the offence is their own. How these
officers and ministers of the king, who are most officicus
in the exercise of arbitrary power, do it commonly for
their own advantage ; and, when they are questioned
for it, then they fiy 1o the king’s ¢ interest,” Lo his * di-
rection !’ Truly, my lords, this is 8 very unequal dis-
tribution for the king; that the dishénour of evil courses
should be cast upon hirn, and they to have the advan.
tage |

 The prejudice which it hrings Lo him in regard of
his profit is no lese apparent, since it deprives him of
the most beneflcial and moat certain revenue of his
crown ; that is, the voluntary aide amd suppliee of his
people, Hie other revenues, consisting of goodly
demesnes, and great manors, have by grants been
varioualy alienated from the crown, and are now ex-
ceedingly diminished and impaired. But this revenue,
it cannot be sold; it eannot be burdened with any
pensions or annuities ; it comes entirely lo the crown,
It i now almost fifteen years aince his majesty had
any assistance from hin people ; and these illegal ways
of the supplying the king were never pressed with more
violence and art, then they have been in this time:
and yet I may, upen very good grounds, affirm, that
io the last fifieen years of gqueen Elizabeth she re-
ceived more by the bounty and affection of her mihjects,
then hath come 1o his majesty's coffers by all the
inordinate and rigorous courses which have been taken.
And, as thoee supplies were more beneficial in the
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receipt of them, so were they like in the use and em-
ployment of them.

“ Another way of prejudice to his majesty’s profit
is this,—euch arhitrary courses exhaust the people,
and disable them, when there shall be occasion, to give
such plentiful supplies as otherwise they would do. 1
ghall need no other proof of this than the Irish govern-
ment under my lord of 8trafford, where the wealth of the
kingdorn has been so consumed by those horrible exsc.
tions and burdens that it is thought, the subeidies lately
granted will amount to little more than half the pro-
portion of the last subsidies, The two former waya
are hurtful to the king’'s profit, in that respect which
they eall juerum cessans, by diminishing his receipts ;
but there is a third yet more full of mischief, and it
is in that respect which they call demnum emergens,
by increasing his disbursements. For such irregular
and exorhitant attempts upon the liberties of the peo—
Ple are apt to produce such miserable distractions and
distempers, a5 will put tbe king and kingdoms to so
vast expenses and losses in a ghort time that they will not
be recovered in many years. We need not go far to
seek a proof of this, — theae two leat years will be a
sufficient evidence ; within which time I assure myself
it may be proved, that more reasure hath been wasted,
and more lose suslained by bis majesty and his subjects,
than was spent by queen Elizabeth in all the war of
Tyrone, and in those many brave attempts against the
king of Spain, and the royal aseistance which she gave
to France and the Low Countries, duripg all her reign.

‘“Now, as for greatnesse,— this arbitrary power ia
apt to hinder and impair it, net only at home, but
sbroad. A kingdom is & society of men conjoined
under one government for the common good. The
world is a pociety of the kingdoms and states. The
king's greatness conaists not omly in his dominion over
his subjects et home, but in the influence which he hath
upon etates abroad ; — that he should be great, even
among kings, and by his wisdom and authority be
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able #6 to inclime and disposc the affalrs of other statey
und netions, and those great eventa which fal omt n
the world, that they shall be for the gbod of menkind,
snd for the peeuliar advantage of his bwn pedple. Thin
iv the most gloricus amd magnificent greamens,—— to be
able to relleve distressed princes, to support his own
friends and alliew, to prevent the ambitious dealgne of
other kings ; and how much this kingdom hdth been
impalred in this kind by the Iate mischievans coamsels,
your lordships best know, who, st & near distance, md
with & more clear sight, do apprehend these puhlie
atd great affairs than I can do.  Yet thus much I dare
boldly sy, that if his majesty lrad not with great wle-
dom snd goodness forsaken thet way wherein the
earl of Btrafford had put him, we should, within a
short time, have bedn bronght into that miserzble con-
dition g8 tv have been ueeless to our friends, con-
temptible to our enemies, and incapsble of wndertaking
any great design either at home or abroad.

“ A fourth consideration is,— that this arbitrary and
tymmnnical power which the earl of Strafford did exer.
¢ise with his own person, and to which he did advise his
majesty, in inconsistent with the peace, the wealth, the
prosperity of a nation : it Ts destructive to justice, the
mother of peace ; to industry, the spring of wealth ; to
valour, which ie the active virtue wherehy only the
prosperity of a nation can be procured, confirmed,
and enlarged. It is not only apt to take away peace,
and so intangle the nation with wars, bt doth corrupt
peace, and put such a malignity into it as produceth
the effects of war. We need seek no other proofs of
_ thia but the esr] of Strafford’s government; where the
Irish, both nohility and others, had as little security of
their persons or estates in thie peaceable time s if the
kingdom had been ander the rage and fury of war.

“And as for industry and valour, who will take psine
for that which when he hath geotten is not his own P
ot who fight for that wherein he hath ne other interest
hut such a8 is subject to the will of arother? The an-
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cient emcouragement to men that were to defend their
countries was this, that they were to hazard their per-
son, pro oris el focis, for their religion and for their
homes. But by this arbitrary way which was practised
in Ireland, and counseled Aere, no man had any cer-
tainty, either of religion, or of hia home, or of any thing
elee to be his own; and besides thie, such arbitrary
courses have an ill operation upon the courage of a na-
tion, by embasing the hearts of the people. A servile
condition does for the most pert beget in men a slavish
temaper and disposition, Those that live so much under
the whip, and the pillory, and such servile engines as
were frequently used by the earl of Strafford, they may
have the dregs of valour-—sullenness, and stubbornness,
which may make them prone to mutinies and discon-
ents ; hot those noble and gallant affections which put
men to brave designs and attempts for the preserv-
ation or enlargement of 8 kingdom, they are herdly
capuble of. 8BALL IT BE TREASON TO EMBASE THE
K]'NG.B CGIN, THOUGH PUT A PIECE OF TWELYEFENCE
OR BIXPENGE? AND MUST IT NOT NEEDS BR THE EFFEQT
CF A UREATER TREA®ON T0 EMBARE THE EPIRIT OF
Hig BUBJECT3, AND T(Q BET UP A BTAMP AND CHA-
RACTER OF KERVITUDE uPoN THEM, WHERERY THEY
SHALL BE DISABLED T0 D{ ANVTHING FOR TIE BERVICE
OF THE EING AND COMMONWEALTH ?

“The fifth consideration ie this,—that the exercise of
this arbitrary government in times of sudden danger, by
the invasion of an enemy, will disable his majesty to
preserve himself and his subjects from that danger.
This ia the only pretence by which the earl of Strafford,
and such other mischievous counselloys, would induce
hie majesty 10 meke uee of it; and if it be unfit for
such an occasion, I know nothing that can be ulleged in
maintenance of it,. When war threatens a kingdom by
the coming of & foreign enemy, it is no time then to dis-
oontent the people, to make them weary of the present
government, and more inclinable to a change. The
supplies which are to come in this way will be unready,
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uncertain ; there can be no ssaurance of them ; no de-
pendence upon them, either for time or propartion,
And if some money be gotten in such a way, the dis-
tractions, divisions, distempers, which this course is apt
to produce, will be more prejudicial to the public safety
than the supply can be advantageous to it, Of this we
have had sufficient cxperience the last summer.

“ The sixth is,— that this crime of suhverting the
laws, and introducing an arbitrary and tyrannical go-
vernment, ia contrary to the pact and covenant betwixt
the king and hia people, That which was spoken of
before was the legal union of ellegiance and protection ;
this is & personal union, by mutual agreernent and sti-
pulation, confirmed by oath on both sides. The king
and hia people are obliged to one another in the nearest
relations, When justice Thorp, in Edward 111.°s time,
was by the parliament condemped to death for bribery,
the reason of that judgmeut is given, because he had
broke the king's oath ; not that bad broke his pwn
oath, but he had broken the king’s oath, that solemn
and great obligation which is the security of the whole
kingdom. Now, if for a judge to take & small sum
in a private cause was adjudged capital, how much
greater was this offence, whereby the earl of Sunfford
hath broken the king's oath in the whole course of his
government in Ireland, to the prejudice of so many of
his majesty's subjecle in their lives, liberties, and estates,
and to the danger of all the rest!! The doctrine of
the papists, fides non est survanda cum haereticis, is an
abominable doctrine ; yet that other tenet, more pecu-
Liar to the jesuits, is more pernicious, whereby sub-
jects are discharged from their oath of allegiance to
their prince whensoever the pope pleaseth. Now, my

1 This precedent, by the by, in llkely_to haye been that which was in
Sir . Goodwin's mind when he referred to Pym in Cromwell's pacliament
of 1658 ; tot I have allowed the epeech to stand, which has been attributed
to Pym nn the ground of its eoataining w similar precedent ; both b
of !tz extrasrdinarily marked atyle, which, in the absence of aAnY known
aythor, and in apite of strong opposing evidence, atili seems ta point to
FPym as having had & sharein Ita swthorchip; and l‘lltl!,ﬁml‘l]l::, being &

miost #triking diuetration of the ticoes, It in Fot
paslinmentary hlstories
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lords, this may be added, to make the third no less mis-
chievous and destructive to hunan society than either
of the rest, — that the king is pot buund by that oath
which he hath taken to observe the laws of the king.
dom, but may, when he sees cause, lay taxes and hur-
thens upon them without their consent, contrary {9 the
laws and liberties of the kingdomr. This hath been
preached and published by divers; and this is that
which hath been practised in Ireland by the earl of
Btrafford in his government there, and endeavoured to
be brought into England by Lis counsel here.

“ The seventh is this—it is an offence that is contrary
to the end of government. The end of government is
to prevent oppreasions, to limit and restrain the expes-
aive power and violemce of great men, to open the
passages of justice with indifferency towards all. This
arbitrary power ig apt to induce and encourage all kinds
of ineplencer. Another end of the government is to
preserve men in their estates, to secure them in their
lives and liberties ; but if this design had taken effect,
and counld have been settled io England as it is practised
in Ireland, no man would have had more certainty in
hin own than power would have allowed him. But
these two have been epoken of before; there are two -
behind more important, which have Dot yet been
touched.

“It is the end of government, that virtne should be
cherished, vice supprest; but where this arbitrary and
unlirited power is set up, & way is open not only for the
security, but for the advancement and encoursgement of
evil. Such men as are apt for.the execution and main-
tenance of this power are only capable of preferment ;
and others who will not be instruments of any unjust
commands, who make a conscience {0 do nothing against
the laws of the kingdom and liberties of the subjects,
are not only not passable for employment, but subject to
much jealonsie and danger. It is the end of govern-
ment, that all accidents and events, all counsels and
dedigns, should be improved to the public good ; but

VoL, 1IL N
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thig arbitrary power is apt to dispose all to the main-
tenance of ilself. The wirdom of the council-lahle,
the authority of the courta of juslce, the industry of
all the officers of the crown, have been most carefully
exercised in thig; the learning of our divines, the
jurisdiction of our bishops, have been moulded and
disposed to the same effect; which, though it were begun
before the earl of Strafford's employment, yet hath been
exceedingly furthered and advanced by him, Under
this colour and pretence of maintaining the king’s power
and prerogative, many dangerous practices against the
peace and safety of the kingdom have been underiaken
and promoted. The increase of popery, and the favours
and encouragement of papists, have been, and still are,
a great grievance and danger to the kingdom. The
invoeation, in matters of religion, upor usurpations of
the clergy, the manifold burthens and taxations upon the
pecple, have been a great cause of our present dis-
tempers and disorders ; and yet those who have been
chief furtherers and actors of such mischiefs have had
their credit and authority from this, that they were
forward to maintain thie power. The earl of Strafford
had the first rise of his greatness from this ; and in his
apology and defence, as your lordships have heard, thie
bath had a main part.

*'The royal power and majesty of kings is only
glorious in the prosperity and happiness of the people.
The perfection of all things consists in the end for which
they were ordained. God only is his own end. All
other things have a further end beyond themselves, in
attaining whereof their own happiness consists. If the
roeans and the end be set in opposition to one another,
it must needs cause an impotency and defect of bath,”

These extracts carry with them their own praise,
They belong indeed 1o the very highest order of
eloquence ; they embody the truths of a sound phi-
losophy with the great substantial truthe of common
sense ; and mingle, with 2 power and purpose that are
truly masterly, the great maxims of the old Englich
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constitution with the real interests and general feelings
of mankind in every country and under every circum-
atance,

Pym now turned te certain special excuses and jus-
tifications which Strafford had urged in hia defence, —
““ The eighth consideration is, the vanity and sabsurdity
of those excuses and justifications which he made for
himself, whereof divers particulars have been mentioned
in the course af this defence.

“1, That he is a counsellor, and might not be
questioned for any thing which he advised according to
hie conscience. The ground is true. There is a liberty
belongs to counsellors, and nothing corrupts counsels
more than fear. He that will have the privilege of a
counsellor, however, must keep within the just bounds
of a counselior: those matters are the only proper sub-
Jjects of counsel whicb in their times and occasions rhay
be good or beneficial to the king or commonwealth ; but
such treasons as these — the subversion of the laws,
violation of liberties — they can never be good er jus-
tifiable by any circumstance or occasion. Therefore his
being a counsellor makes his fault much more heinous,
as being committed against a greater trust, and in a way
of much mischief and danger, lest his' majeaty’s con-
science and judgment (upon which the whole course
and frame of his government do much depend) should
be poizoned and infected with such wicked principles
and designs, This lord Strafford hath endeavoured to
do, which by all laws, and in all times, hath in this
kingdom been reckoned a crime of & high nature, '

“2, He labours io interest your lordshipe in his
cause, by alleging it may be dangerous to yourselves
and your posterity, whe by your birth are fitteat to be
near his majesty, in places of trust and of autherity, if
you should be subject to be questioned for matters de-
livered in council. To this it is to be answered, that it
is hoped their lordships will rather labour to secure
themselves and their posterity in the exercise of their
virtues than of their vices, that so they may, together

N 2
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with their own honour and greatness, preserve the honour
and grestness both of the king and kingdom.

3, Another excuse is this, that whatsoever he
hath spoken, waa ‘out of good intention. Sometimes,
my lords, good and evil, truth and falsehood, lie 50 near
together, that they are hardly to be distinguished.
Mattera hurtful and dangerous may be accompanied
with such circurnstances as may make them appear
useful and convenient; and, in ail such cases, good
intention will justify evil counsel. But where the matters
propounded are evil in their own nature, such as the
maiters are wherewith the earl of Btrafford is charged,
— 88 to hreak a publick feith, and Lo subvert laws and
government, — they can never be justified by any inten-
tions, how good soever they be pretended. ‘

“4, He allegeth it was a time of great neces
sity and danger, when such counsels were necessary for
the preservation of the state. Necessity hath been spoken
of before, as it relates to the cause ; now it is considered
a¢ it relates to the person. If there were any necessity,
it was of his own meking: he, by hiseril counsel, had
brought the king into a necessity ; and by no rules of
Jjustice can be allowed to gain this advantage by hiz awn
faunlt, as to make that & ground of his justification which
ie a great part of his offence.

“ 5. He bath often insinuated this, that it was for his
majesty’s service, in meintenance of that sovereign
power with which he is intrusted by Ged for the good
of his people, The answer is this, — no doubt hut
that sovereign power wherewith his majesty is intrusted
for the public good hath many glorious effects, the
better to enable him thereunto ; but without doubt thia
is none of them, that, by hia own wiil, he may lay any
tax or imposition upor his people without their consent
in parliament. This hath now been five times ad-
judged by both houses, — in the case of the loans, in con-
demning commisgions of the excise, in the resolution
upon the saving clause offered to be added to the peti-
tion of right, in the sentence against Manwaring, and
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now against Lutell, in condemning the ship-money. And,
therefore, if the sovereign power of the king can pro-
duce no such effect as this, the allegation of it is an ag-
gravation, and no diminution, of his offence, because
therehy he doth labour to interest the king ageinst the
Jjust grievance and complaint of the people,

@. That this counsel was propounded with divers li-
mitations and provisiens, for securing and repairing the
Liberty of the people. This implies a contradiction — to
inaintain an arbitrary and absolute power, and yet to re-
strain it with limitations and provisions; foreven those li-
mitations and provisions will be subject to the same abso-
lute power, and to be dispensed in euch manner, and at
euch time, as ilself shall determine. Let the grievances
and oppressions be never so heavy, the subject is left
without all remedy, but at his majesty’s own pleasure.

*“7. He allegeth they were but words, and no effect
followed ; tbie needs no answer, but that the miserable
distempers into which he hath brought all the three
kingdoms will be evidence sufficient that his wicked
counsels have had such mischievous effects, within these
two or three last years, that many years peace will
hardly repair those losses and other great mischiefs
which the commonwealth hath sustained.”

Pym now offered his concluding considerations, which,
it will be seen, bear emphatic reference to the new
course which he had already initiated in the house of
commons, of declaring Strafford’s treason by the justice
of a special enactment.

“ The ninth consideration, my lords, is this, — that
if this be treason in the nature of it, it doth exceed all
other tresaons in this, that in the design and endeavour
of the author if was fo be a constant and permanent
treagon. Other treasons are transient, az being confined
within those particular actions and propertions where.
in they did consist; and those being past, the treason
cegseth, The powder treason was full of herror and
mulignity, yet it is past meny years since. Tbe
murder of that magnanimous and glorious Ling,

N 3
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Henry IV. of France, waa a great and horrid treason,
and so were those manifold atlempte against queen
Elizabeth, of blessed memory ; but they are long since
past : the detestation of them only remains in bis-
toriea, and in the minds of men, and will ever reroain.
But this treason, if it had taken effect, was T0 BE 4
STANDING, PERPETVAL TREASQN, WHICH WOULD HAVE
BEEN IN CONTINTUAL ACT ; NOT DETERMINED WITHIN ONE
TIME OR AOE, BUT TRANEMITTED TC POSTERITY, EYEN
FROM ONE OENERATION TO0 ANOTHER.

“ The last consideration is this,—that as it iz a erime
odicus in the nature of it, so it is edions in the judg-
ment and estimation of the law. Teo alter the settled
frame and constitution of government, is treason in
any state, THE LAWS WHEREBY ALL OTHER PARTS OF
A KiNODOM ARE PRESERVED WOULD BE YERY VAIN AND
DEFECTIVE, IF THEY HAD KOF A POWER TO GECURE AND
PRESERVE THEMSELYES.

The orator concluded with these condensed and ter-
rible words : * The forfeitures inflicted for treason, by
our law, are of life, honour, and estate, even all that
can be forfeited ; and fhis prisoner having committed
k0 many treasons, although he should pay all these for-
feitures, will be still 8 dehtor to the commonwealth.
Nothing can be more equal than that he should petish
by the justice of that law which he would have sub-
verted. Neither will this be @ new way of biood. There
are marks enough 1o trace this law to the very originel
of thiz kingdom ; and if it hath not been put in exe-
cution, as he alledgeth, these 240 years, it was not for
want of law, but that all that time hath not bred a man
bold enough Lo commit such crimes as these !

An interesting incident mow cccurred, which hes
already been deacribed in this workl, but which cannot
be omitted here. Through the whole of the speech
Strafford is described to bave been closely and earneatly
watching Pym ; when the latter suddenly turning, as .
the above words were spoken, met the fixed and faded

.1 Life of Straford, p. 5%8.
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eyed and baggard features of his early associate, and &
rueh of feelings from other days, - go fearfully contrast.
ing the youth and friendship of the past! with the love-
poisoned hate of the present and the mortal agony im-
pending in the future, —for 8 moment deprived the
patriot of self-possession. ‘¢ His papers he looked on,”
saye Baillie, ** but they could not help him ; so he be-
hoved 1o pass them.” For a moment only! Suddenly
recovering his dignity and self-command, he told the
court that the solicitor-genersl, St. John, would, on a
fature day, and ¢ with learning and abilities much
better for that service,” argue certain points of law be- |
fore them ; and solicited their lerdships, for the present,

to contider the proceedings closed.

The few eventful weeks of life which sl.lll remained
to Strafford have already been detailed ; but some in-
cidents connected with the plots devised for his rescue,
not given before, may now be used in illustration of
Pym'scharacter. While the bill of attainder was on its
way to the lords 2, Mr. Hyde (lord Clarendon) wea sent
up to that house with a message stating that the com-
mons apprehended 1 design for the escepe of Strafford,
and requesting that the Irish army sbould be disbanded.
Five deys after this, and two days after the ill-advised
interference of the king3, a furious mob of upwarda of
6000 people, variously armed, thronged reund West-
minster Hall, clamoured for Strafford’s blood, and
Placarded the names of those members of the comaions
who, out of 8 house of 2634, had voted against the
attainder, as * Staffordians, and betrayers of their
country.” The lords instantly demanded a conference

1 The exptession conveyed in Straffhrd's look may be felt on reading a
few of the toucbing words which graced his eloguent defemce: — @ That

1 am charged with tresson by the honcurable commons, in my greatest
grief : it J:\ercea my beart, though not w:th guilt, yet with sorrow, /A« fn

‘f airy I thouid be fersiovd by Me ; of my youth,
unid ewhom I nau’jomerl'y pent da muck Hme
2 On the 28th of April, 3 Sec Life of Straffbrd, p. 300,

4 “ The question being then pat for pala:ng the bill agn:nsl. the eatl, it
wu earrled in the afirmative by 24 against 59. Mr. Prm was ardered to
{thh bl th the lords, and ta exprm 1o them *that 1t wad a bill that
h:gl: ¥ concerned the nthe af i’ This wae
o the 21st of April.— OId Pari, st oL b Pp. %65, 963

N 4
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oun the suhject, and were refused. The commons were
at that moment listening, in the deepest agitation, to
Pym, whose sleepleas vigilanee had discovered a formi-
dable and dangerous comspiricy, and was then de-
nouncing it, in all it details, and with the names of all
its actors. He discovered 1o the house various desperate
intrigues and dangerous designe, both at home snd
abroad (referring te France), against the parliament
and the people; and especially a plot * 1o disaffect the
army o the parliament,” and bring it up from the
north, with the king's assentt, to overawe their proceed-
ings; also of & design upon the Tower for lord 8traf-
ford's eseape, and of an intended descent of the French
upon Portamouth in furtherance of these machinations,
He stated further, that “persoma of eminence about the
queen ” appeared to be deeply implicated ; abd moved
that his mejesty be requested te shut the ports, and to
give orders that mo person attending on himéelf, the
queen, or the prince, should quit the kingdom without
licence of his majesty, by the advice of parliament. !
The immediate effects of Pym’s speech were very
memorable, The commons, who remasinesd pitting om
the occasion with Jocked doorm from seven id the
morning till eight at night, drew up a  protestation,”
at last, on Pym's motion?, * to defend the protestant
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church, his majesty’s person and power, the privileges
of parliament, and the lawful rights and liberties of the
people ” ; which wag instantly signed by every mem-
ber present (“ Edward Hyde” is the second name
attached to it), subsequently by the members of the
house of lords {the catholic peera excepted, and who
were in consequence absent dnring Strafford’s attainder),
and then circulated, in various copies, for universal
gignatnre throughout the kingdom, The sensation thus
crealed was felt everywhere; and the popular leaders
took advantage of it to achieve a still more memorable
measure. Pym pointed out the nature of the dangem
that had threatened them before this discovery, and
asked whether they were safer now? The king had
listened to and approved & proposal of appealing from
the house of comwmons to a military force. Were they
now secure from instant dissclution? and, supposing
a dissolution at the present crieie, with a term of three
years for prerogative measures against the people, were
Dot the public liberties in danger of being lost for ever?
A bill to secure the existence of the present parliament,
on which depended every thing, was then named, and
fervently welcomed by the house. A rapid impulse,”
observes Mr. Hallam !, * rather than any concerted re.
solution, appears to hdve dictated a hardy encroachment
on the prerogative. The bill againet the dissolution of
the present parlisment without its own consent waa
resolved in a committee on the 5th of May 2, brought
in the next day, and sent to the lorda on the 7th.” On
the 8th the bill passed. On the same day Btraford's
attainder pasged also, and both measures were presented
to the ling,

He ot once signed the hill for the continuance of
parlisment ; and Mr. Hallam suggests, that *° his ready
aequiescence in this bill, far more dangerous than any
of those at which he had hitherto demurred, can only
be ascribed to his own shame, and the queen’s con-

! Qenst. Hlst, wol. iy, p, 155
® That is, two days aflex’ Pym's ducovery of the army plob
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sternation, at the diseovery of the late plot.,” He im-
plored for some delay, however, before signing Strafford’s
attainder. Nothing conld be more vain, The same
discovery had also enmeshed him here; for it was
already obvions, into such a state had the public mind
been thrown, that had thé commons even consented to
a temporary respite, it must have been in defiance of
jmminent danger to the kingdom. The bill was signed
on the 9th of May; and, on the 12th, Strafford, * the
greatest subject in power, and little inferior toany in
fortune that was at that time in any of the three king-
doms1,” suffered on the scaffold.

Buch were the instant consequences of Pym’s dis-
covery of tbe army plot; and others, almost equally
remarkable, will be noticed hereafter, Lotd Clarendon
has not failed, therefore, to aysail the character of the
vigilant patriot on this point ; and, treating the real
plot as & very trifling affair, charges Pym in Lis history
with lLaving used it only to agitate the public mind,
and raise terrifying turmults, Admitting, however,.
pubsequently, that what was really discovered  gave
great credit and reputation to Mr. Pym's vigilance and
activity,” he takes occasion to add, that at this period
“Mr. Pym had all wsvern and ordinary discourses
carried to him;” which only leaves us to regret
that the treachery of such men es “ Mr. Hyde ™ should
have rendered such vigilance necessary. Notwithstand-
ing all this, nothing is mote certain, at least, than that
thiz same “Mr. Hyde” partook of the terrors which
Pym excited ; since he carried np the first message to
the lords, was foremnost in the affair of the *pro-
testation,” which so effectually roused the country, and,
with his friend lord Falkland, managed a sudden con-
ference with the lorde respecting the bill for the con-
tinuance of parliament.? It was only the ¢ earl of
Clarendonh ™ whe, many years after, found it convenient

* Clarenden.

2 Seethe Journals, Colepepper, with Falktand, Hyde, and Whitelock,
all “ moderale men," were equally warm supporiers of this very “*uncon- -
stitutional ** measure.
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to represent the conapiracy as having been exaggerated for
factious purposes ; and, notwithstanding the thorough
exposure of his falsehoods, carelessness, and disin-
geouousness by Mr. Brodie and Mr. Hallam !, he has
found a very resolute and ingemious follower in the
present day, who yet persists in saying that the only
solid mischief of the army plot was worked * hy the
adroit manzgement of Pym, whose vigorous concep-
tions could create mighty consequences from slight
events, and on whose bold designs mow revolved the
fate of an empire.” 2

It is now mecessary to go back = little. Bome few

weeks before the death of Strafford, Pym had been
"specially chosen hy the ¢ommons to justify the im-
peachment and detention of Laud, on the occasion of
their delivering to the lords the articles that had been
prepared againgt him. The time was well selected,
in reference to measures respecting prelacy and the star
chamber, then instantly depending ; and the speech is
not only 0 remarkable in itself, but so little known,
that it claims a place in his memoir.! The articles
having been read, Pym opened his task with a very
striking effect.

“ My lords,” he sald, " there is an expression in
the Seripture, which I will not presume either to un-
derstand or to interpret; yet, to a vulgsr eye, it seems
to have an aspect something suitable to the person and
cause before you. It is a descripion of the evill
spirits, wherein they are said to be ¢ spiritual wicked-
nesges dn high places.” Crimes acted by the spirituall
faculties of the soule, the will, and the understanding,
exercised about spirituail matters, concerning God's
worship and the salvation of man, seconded with power,
authority, learning, and many other advantages, doe
make - the party who commits them very suitsble to

| Hist, of Brit, Empire, vol. Lil. pp 100—114., note. Conet. Hist, o, il
B 15, nole, ‘

% T¥lsraeli’s Commentaries, vol. iv, p. 172.

& 1 give the extracls from a small quarls in wy possession, prinied for
Balpn Mabb, 1641,



188 BREITIEH ETATE3MEN.

that description —aPIRITUAL WICKEDNESSES IN HIGH
PLACEE.

 These crimes, my lords, are varions in their ne-
ture, haynous in their qualitie, and universall in their
extent. If you examine them #heologically, as they
stand in opposition to the trueth of God, they will be
found to be against the rule of faith, against the power
of godlinesse, against the meanes of salvation., If you
examine them morally, as they stand in opposition to
the light of nature, to right reason, and the principles
of humane society, you will then perceive pride with-
out any imoderation ; even such a pride as that is which
“exalls ’ iteelfe ¢ above all that is called God. Malice
without any provocation, malice against vertue, against
innocency, against piede! Injustice, without any means
of restitution ; even such injustice as doeth robhe the
present times of their possessions, the future of their
poseibilities |  If they be examined, my lorde, by legall
rules, in a civil] way, as they stand in opposition to the
publique good, and to the lawa of the land, the accused
will be found to be a traytour against his majestie’s
crowne, an incendiary against the peace of the state,
the highest, the boldest, the most impudent oppressour,
that ever was an oppressour both of king and people. -

“ This charge, my lords, ie distributed and conveyed
into fourteene severall articles, as yon have heard ; and
those articles are omely generall: it being the inteu-
tion of the house of cammons (which they have com-
manded me to declare) to make them more certaine
and particular by preparatory examinations, to be taken
with the helpe of your lordships’ house, as in the case
of my lord of Btrafford. For the present, I shall runne
through them with a light touch, onely warking, in
each of them, some speciall points of venome, viru-
lency, and malignity,

“ The first article, my lords, doth containe his en-
deavour. to introduce into this kingdome an arbitrary
power of government, without any limitations or rules
of law. This, my lords, is against the pafety of the
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king’s personi, the honour of hizs crown, and most de-
structive to his people. Those causes which are most
perfect have not onely & power to produce effects, but
to conserve and cherish them. The seminary vertue,
and the nuotritive vere in vegetables, doe produce
from the same principlea. It waa the defect of justice,
the restrayning of oppression snd violence, that first
brought government into the world, and set up kings,
the most excellent way of government; and hy the
maintenance of justice, all kindes of government receive
8 sure foundation and establishment. Yt is this that
hath in it an ability to preserve and secure the roysll
power of kings ; yes, to adorn and increase it.

¢ In the second article, your lordships wmay ohserve
absolute and unlimited power defended by preaching;
by sermons, and other discourses, printed and published
upon that gubject : and truely, my lords, it seems to be
a prodigions crime that the trueth of God, and his
holy law, should be perveried to defend the lawlessnesse
of man; that the holy and sacred function of the
ministery, which was ordained for instruction of men’s
soules in the wayes of God, should bee so abused that
the ministers are become trumpeta of sedition, the pro-
moters and defenders of violence and oppression !

¢ In the third article, my lords, you have the judges,
who, under his majestie, are the dispensers and dis-
tributors of justice, frequently corrapted by feare and
solicitation ; you have the course of justice in the
execution of it shamefully obstructed ; and, if a willful
act of injustice in a judge bee so high a crime in the
estimate of the law as to deserve death, under what
burthen of guilt doth this man lye, who hath beene the
cause of great numbers of such voluntary and willful
acta of injustice #

“ In the fourth article, he will bee found, in bis
owne person, to have sold justice in causes depending
before him ; and, by his wicked counsell, endeavouring
to make his mujestie o merchant of the same comme-
dity: onely with this difference, that the king, by taking
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money for places of judicature, should sell it in grosse;
whereas the archhighop sold it by retaile.

¢ In the fifth article, there appeares a power usurped
of making canons, and of laying obligations on the
subjects in the nature of Jawes; while this power is
sbused to the making of such canons, es are in the
matter of them very pernicious, being directly contrary
to the prerogative of the king and the liberty of the
people. In the manner of pressing of them, may be
found frand and shuffling ; in the conclusion, violence
and constraint, men being forced by terrour and
threatening to subscribe to all : — which power, thus
wickedly gotten, lias been laboured to be established
by perjury, and the injoyning such an ocath for the
maintenance of it as can neither be taken nor kept
with a good conscience.

¢ In the sixth article, you have the king robbed of
hia supremacy; you have a papall power exercised over
his majestie’s subjects, in their consciences and in their
persons ; you have ecclesinsticall jurisdiction claimed
by an incident right, which the law declares to proceed
from the crown. dnd herein your lordshipe may od-
serve that those who labour, in civil matlers, to set up
the king above the lawes of the kingdom, do yet, in eccle-
stasticall maiters, endegvour to sel up thernselves above
the king. This was frst procured by the archbishop
to be extrajudicially declared by the judges, and then
1o be publighed in & proclamation. In doing whereof
he hath made the king's throne but a footstoale for his
owne and their pride.

* You have, my lords, in the seventh article, religion
undermined and subverled ; you have popery cherished
and defended ; you have all this seconded with power
and violence: by severe punishment upon Lhose which
have opposed this mischievous intention, and by sub-
tile and eager persecution, hath the power of ecclesias-
ticall commissioners, of the starre chamber and councell
table, been made subservient to the wicked designe.

“ My lords, you may observe, in the eighth article,
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great care taken fo get into hie owne hande the power
of nominating to ecclesiasteall livings and promotiona.
You have az much mischievous, as much wicked care
taken in disposing of these preferments, te the hinder-
ance and corruption of religion ; and by this meanes,
my lords, it is that the king's sacred majesty, instead
of sermons, fit for spirituall instructours, hath often
given forth invectives sgainst his people, incourage-
ments t injustice, or to the overthrow of the lawes!
Such chaplaine have beene brought, indeed, into his
owne service, a8 have as much as may bee laboured ta
corrupt his owne household, and beene eminent examples
of corruption to othera; which hath, moreover, so
farre prevailed, as that it hath exceedingly teinted the
universities, and beerte geperally disperst through all
the chiefe cities, the greatest townes and auditories of
the kingdome ; the grievous effects-whereof are most
manifest to the commons house, there being divers
hundred complaints there depending egrinst scandalous
ministers, and yet I believe the bundredth part of
them not yet brought in,

“ The ninth article sets out the like care to have chap.
laines of his owne, that might bee promoters of this
wicked and trayterous designe; men of corrupt judge-
ments, of corrupt practice, extreamely addicted ta
superstition. And to such mens cares hath beene
commmitted the lycensing of bookes to the presse; by
megnes whereof many have beene published that are
full of falshood, of scandals ; such as have beene more
worthy 10 be burnt hy the hand of the hangman in-
Smithfleld (as I thinke one of them was') than io be
admitted to come into the hands of the king's people.

¢ In the tenth article it will appeare how he, having
made these approaches to popery, comes mow to close
and joyne more neerely with it  Hee confederates with
priesis and jesuits ; hee, by his instruments, negotiates
with the pope at Rome?, and hath correspondence with

1 An aliusion to ane of Manwaring's booke. i
_ 1 The celebrated cfer (rom the court in Ialy to roake Laud acardinal, -
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them that he suthorized from Rome here. He Aath
permitted ¢ Romene Merarchie to be set up in this
kingdom. And though le hath beene so careful that a
poore man could not goe to the neighbour parish to heare
a sermon when he had none at home, could not have &
germon repeated nor prayer used in his owne family,
but he was a fit suhject for the high commission court ;
yet the other hath been done in all parts of the realme,
and no notice taken of it, by any ecclediasticall judges or
courta.

¢ My lorde, you may perceive preaching suppressed
in the eleventh article; divers godly and erthodox minia-
ters oppressed in their persone and esiates. You have
the king's loyall subjects banished out of the kingdome,
not ae Elimeleck, to seeke for bread in forraigne coun.
tries by reason of the great scarcity which was in
Torael, but travelling abroad for the hbread of life
because they could not have it at home, by reason of
the spirituall famine of God's word caused by this man
end his partakers : and, by this meanes, you have had
the trade, the manufactory, the industry of many
thousande of his majesty’s subjects, carried out of the
land. It is & miserable sbuse of the spirituall keyes, to
shut up the doors of heaven, and to open the gates of
hell; to let in prophaneness, ignorance, superstition,
and errour. T ghall need eay no more. These l.h.mg-s
are evident, and abundantly known to all

“ In the twelfth article, my lords, you have a divi-
sion endeavoured betweene this and the forraigne re-
formed churches. Now, the churech of Christ is ane
body, and the members of Christ bave e mutusll rels-
tion, as members of the same body. Unity with God’s
true church epery where is not onely the beauty, but the
atrength of religion. ; of which besnty and strength he

and his doubta, hesitation, and final refoeal, — * because somewhat dwelt

within hir which wauld not suffer that, till Rome wea other thau it was,"

— were all recorded in Lamd’s THary by his own hand, aod ere well knowh.

EoEne mchmlhed, in those dayy, the project of reuorlns its communion
gland.
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hath sought to deprive this church, by his manifold
attempts to breek this unien. Te¢ which purpose he
hath suppressed the priviledges grauted te the Dutch
and French churches. Hee hath denyed them to be of
the aame faith and religion with us; and many other
wayes hath he declared his malice to those churches.

*¢ In the thirteenth article, as he hath sought to make
an ecclesjanticall division, or religions difference between
us and forraign nations, so he hath sought to make a
civill difference hetwesne us end his majesiy’s subjects
of the kingdome of Beotland, And this hee hath pro-
moted by many innovations, there prest hy himselfe
and his owne authority. When they were uncapable
of such alterations, he advised his majeste to use
-violence. He hath made private and publike collec-
tions towards the maintenance of that warre ; which he
might justly call his owne warre. And with en im-
pudent boldoesse, he hath struck tallies in the ex-
chequer for divers sums of money, procured by himselfe,
pro defensione regni ; when, by his counsels, the lung
was drawne {0 undertake, not a defensive, but an
offensive warre,

* He hath lastly, my lords, thought to secure him-
selfe and hie party, by eeeking to undermine parliaments;
and thereby hath laboured to bereave this kingdome of

-the legislative power, which can onely be used in par-
liaments, We should Lhen have been left a kingdome,
without that which, indeed, makes and constitutes a -
kingdome ; and iz the onely meane te preserve and
restore it from distempers and decayes. He hath
hereby endevoured to bereave us of the highest judi-
catory ; such a judicatory as is necessary and essentiall
to our government. Some cases cannot be tried in any
inferiour: eourl ; as divers cases of treason, and others
concerning the prerogative of the crowne and liberty of
the people. It is the supreame judicatory to which all
difficult cases resort from other courts. Thus be hath
sought to deprive the king of the love and councell of
his people, of that assistance which he might have

YOL. 1IL 0
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from them ; and likewise to deprive the people of that
reliefe of grievances which they most humbly expect
from his majesty.

*“ My lords, the parliament iz the cabinet, wherein
the chiefest jewels both of the crowne and kingdome
are deposited. The great prerogative of the king, and
the liberty of the people, are most effectmally exercised
and maintained by parliaments. Here, my lords, you
cannot passe by this oceasion of great thankes to God
and his majesty for passing the bill whereby the fre-
quent course of parliaments is eatablished ; which, I
assure myselfe, he will by experience finde to be &
strong foundation both of his honour and of his crowne,

“ This is all, my lords, I have to say to the partien-
lars of the charge, The commone desire your lordshipe
that they may have the same way of examination that
they had in the case of the earle of Strafford ; that is,
to examine members of all kindes of your lordships’
house and their ownpe, and others, aa they shall see
cause, And those examinations to be kept secret and
private, that they may with more advantage be made
nse of, when the matter comes to tryall,”

Nothing is more striking in thiz speech than the utter
abtence of any thing like sectarian intolerance; and no
thing, it will be admitted, after reading tbis and other
evidences of opinion to be adduced hereafter, has been
50 much misunderstood as the nature and influence of
réligion on the mind of this great speaker and states
man, It will have been ohserved, throughout the
speech juat given, that he restricts himself with singular
closeness to the political influence of Laud’s adminis~
tration ; that he chooses the plainest and most obvious
illustrations of its despotic tendency ; and that he em-
ploys no language, strong aa the temptation would have
been to a man of higoted persuasions, beyond what ia
gimply necessary to carty his positions distincly home,
The leading sentiment through the whole is that of &
vigorous and practical scatesman, In the exposingLaud's
design to set up a ° Roman hierarchie’’—in the show-
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ing the false claim to “ ecclesiastical jurisdiction,”
grounded on “* gn incident right*' which * the law de-
¢lares to proceed from the crowne”—in the stripping
bare the pretensions of * those who lsbour in civill
matters 1o set up the king ahove the lawa of the king.

- dom, and yet in ecclesinstical matters do endeavour: to
set up themselves sbove the king“— we see nothing
that is not worthy of the highest order of political ca-
pacity, and indeed nothing that has not directly pro-
ceeded from it. 1tis to be supposed, iu charity, that
all the elsborate accounts in the family histories of the
bigotry and intolerance of Pym, and that all the secus-
etions against him of ** mysterious jargon ™ in the reli-
gious matters of government, are not the offbpring of
deliberate falsehood. 1 have found it difficult even to
Sfind many of Pym's speeches, and others may have
found it equally difficult, or at least inconvenient, to
read them.

Now, however, once for all, before I proceed to
tesume the active course of Pym’a life, after the death
of Strafford, let me interpose some few remarks con-
‘eerning this '* mysterious jargon ” which we have heard
g0 much of, from 80 many various quarters, in refer-
ence to the speeches of Pym and the popular leaders of
the day. Its utter inapplicability, practically speaking,
has been proved already by these pages; but there is a
certain question involved in the very circumstance of
the charge having hayving beem made at all, which bears
a relation to the suhject of this memoir, too important
to be passed over in silence.

“ Mysterious jargon,” being translated, means no-
thing more than a frequent recurrence of the phrase-
‘ology of Beripture; and to this, in & certain kind and
‘degree, Pym may very provdly plesd guilty. Some.
thing beyond this, however, is to be said ; not in vin-
dicetion of the practice, for it needs none, but in
explanztion of the influences it sprang from and of the
‘ecause of ita so potent and universal action at this pe-
riod, in the armosphere of life and thought. This is

o 2
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never sufficiently kept in vlew, Every one can think
himself privileged to laugh st the too exclusive search
after paralleliam in the deeds of the Hebrew worthies,
indulged by the people generslly in Pym’s days; but
very few have thougbt it worth while to go sufficiendy
back to understand the original ides, or movement of the
mind, of which these are the vestiges only. The
mighty sound is gene-—by the mere echo, thunder
itself seems no perilous matter.

Revert, however, to the very beginning. It is not
my province or intention here to explain, or reason on,
but simply to shate, the fact; that the founiain of in-
fluence, of the great influence in this werld, haa been the
Bible — that book whose flrst words | announce what
philosophers have at length agreed to be the one and
only trth we are eapable of demonstrating, and which
one truth seems a fit ohject, enough to employ, and
destined to employ, Zfe. In the next place, that book
is the history of a certain race; it is meant to be the
type of a nation. The nature of the institutions it re-
cords ia net within my present province to discuss ;
suffice it to say, that whenever the genersl intellect of
man has grown too large for its institutions, or its ty-
rennies of habit and customn, it has gone instinctively
back to those records to renew its sirength, and to take
a new course by their direction--—as the enfeebled or
restlese man of civilisstion might corapare himeelf from
time to time with Plato’s original type of man, to ascer.
tain his precise situation, Afterwarda Christ came io
* fulfil the law;"” in other words, to give this type snew
in all its freshness. Then the crusades followed; the
reformation ; the emancipation of mind, and modem
freedom of thought ;- all of which are to be held, in an
inquiry of this kind, as reemrrences to the one grand
type. The graceful arts, meanwhile, constitnted sa they
are to benefit men, must of course rise or fall with his
digoity ; and hence a simnltaneous influence on these
arts has been the effect of these recurrences. This is

tIn TR DEGIRNING, (GOD CAEATED THE WELVEN AND THE EARTH
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not the place to pursue the inquiry in detail; but let
the scholar, at his leisure, glance at the progress from
Dante through all the changes till Milton —from Giotto
and Ghiberti to Michsel Angelo, and down again to
Poussin ; — or advance from the most timid Palestrina
and Pergolesi, to the pure and magnificent Hebraism of
Handel. ! .

Keeping all this in view,— the nature of the epoch
we are considering, and the position of the men, will
explain the rest, An attempt appeared to be in pro-
gress to check the impulses of the reformstion, when
terrible energies sprang from the rebound, and embodied
themselves in the Eliots, the Pyms, the Hampdens, and
the Vanes ; and new passions snd emotiona were scat
tered abroad among the people, under the forms of the
great original type of power and expression, to check
the threstened retreat into bigoted faith and slavieh
abedience. It is not difftcult to follow up to the result,
1magine the great public mind averlaid and opposed by
a dissclute and artificial court, consecrated and mede
plauaible in its pretences by e literature growing out of,
and adapted to, the most servile court in the world
{that of Augustus) ; ——see all though!ts expressing them-
selves in that literature ; testing themselves, their worth,
their approvedness, by it only, and runming only in
guch a channel ; —and ¢hen imegine that mind recurring,
in unison with the laws I have mentioned, to the old
type —bursting forth into the primeval liberty —
plunging itself suddenly back among the rich treasures
of thought and fecling, disclosed in the' tranelation of
the Bihle, — the anclent manners revealed ! the leasons
of the inspired teacherm taugbt aguinl the days when
all were equal contraatéd, to the people, with their own !
or when, in the midet of the petty kings of Mosb and
Edom, the free people of 1amel, without a king, lived
majesticaliyl —imagine all this, and nothing will be want-
ing to explain the source of the wildest fancies of the
time, or the origin of the form which many of the
thoughts of the grestest writers and orators assumed

o3
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There will be an opportunity of pursuing this into &l its
relations, when treating of the life and works of ¥ane.
Meanwhile Pym reatrained the tendency, while he gnided
it no less, up to the hour of his death. In himeself, in
Eliot, and in Hampden, we see the grand develop-
ment of one of those recurrences o the first iden or type;
—the beginning of that movement of mind, of that atride
in the progress of man, which had its subsequent con-
summation in the intellect of Veme. Pym was Vane's
first friead ; lie was his teacher, 80 to speak ; he intro-
duced him inlo puhlic life.!

Every accession, if the term may be used, of ori-
ginality of thought, btringe with it pecessarily an ae-
cession of a certain originality of style. The one is
progressive as the other, with ohvious limits snd re-
gtrictions. The thoughts of Pym’s days, assimilating
themselves in the grandness of a common ohject, to the
first and imtensest ideas of the world, clung also round
the simple and sublime language of the earliest ages,
and indeed sought and struggled not to be disconnected
from the very words last used when God was before his
people in the clond and the flame. But, apart from this
natural eonsequence, where can be found such an oratoricel
text-book as the Hible # Not, essuredly, in Greece or
Rome! TPym availed himself of it with a most ad-
mirable teste, no less than the profoundest political
purpose. Nothing, indeed, throughout this great man’s
life is more observable, than that in which it has been
most grosely misundersiood — his invariable treatment
of religion as an element of politicel government. « Let
it always be recollected that, to him, a true politieal
government was religion. His was that great capacity
in which bad government and good faith, or good
government and bigoted faith, could not co-exist, To
be free in thought and in act ; 10 secwure responsibility
in government, and security in the public libertiea; was,
with him, to set up the true religion in ite purity. It
was with Pym the practice first began, in these days, of

' } Beraffard Pupers, val it,
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prosecuting the public measures on the Sahbath itself
in certain crises!; and no doubt with a view to its
profound result on the minds of the pecple, that, in
thus using the very day they were most urgent to free
from the desecration of the court, they made, as it were,
their business Heaven's own; and,“ standing in the
great hand of God,” had become once aguin his minis-
ters,

All this it was which produced Milton also ; whose
life and works are a deliberate looking forth into the
world and into paradise, and & final chojce of the latter.
His thoughts ever aspired upwards and upwards to the
Hebrew theocracy, beyond “insolent Greece and haughty
Rome,” and “all that they bave left us.” In his
Paredise Regnined, indeed, he has chosen to condense
the whole argument in ome glorious and triumphent
passage. After bringing forward — irresistibly, to all
antagonista hut one, and that one, himself — the position
that

Al Enpwledge it nol couch'd in Moses' law,

The Pentatench, or what the prophets wrote :

The Gentilesalso know, and write, and tesch

To admiration, led by nature’s Hght,

Aod with the Gentiles much thou must converie—

— after going to the very heart of the argument, and
fortifying it by an eulogium on Athens which makes
even the greatest work of Sophacles, written professedly
to flatter Colonos, his native dnpog, wholly tame in
the comparison, — he calmly and for ever sets the
question at rest in that magnificent reply of the Baviour,
_ the conclusion of which is indeed the true * device ”' of
the Pyms and Vanes.

Their Orators thou then extoll'st, gn those
The Lop of eloquence ; Statiats indeed,

And lovers of their country, as may seem;
But herein to our PAopters far beneath

A men divinely taught, and better teacﬁing
The sclid rules of civil government,

1n their majestic unaffocted style,

Than all the oratory of Greece and Rome.
In thern ia plainest taught, and eesiest Tesrn!
‘What maken a natlon happy, and keepd It s

1 He did this on Lhe ceeasion of the discovery of Waller's plot, az will be
neen shortly.
o4

)
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After the death of Strafford, puhblic affairs advanced to
a crisia rapidly. The gradual disclosures made nnder
Pym’s commitlee appointed to investigate the recent and
still continuing conspiracies against the parlinment and
people, served to keep the public mind excited and
vigilant ; special rpeasures were taken for the security
of Portsmouth ; the queen’s confessor and other Roman
catholic atlendants were dimnissed ; and her mother,
Mary de Medici, who had sought shelter in England
from the power of Richelieu, was requested (“the
rather, for the quieting of the jealousies in the hearts
of his majesty’s well-affeeted subjects, occasioned hy
some ill inetrumenta about the queen’s person'’) to leave
the kingdom. Upon this, Henrietta herself expressed
& wigh and an intention to leave England, her health
requiring her, she said, to take the waters of Spa.
That thie waa not her real purpose, however, was more
than suspected by the popular leaders; and Pym con-
ducted certain negotiations on the suhject which ended
in her majesty’s declining the journey. Itwassupposed,
and subsequently rendered almost certain, that Hen-
rietta's motive was to have sought foreign aid against the
parlisment.! :
" Bills had passed, meanwhile, for the abolition of the
court of star chamber, the high commission, the court
of York, the court of the Welsh marches; and other
horrihle engines of the admimstration of Strafford and

t 8¢’ Rushworth, vol. iv, p. 348, 350 ; and Parlismentary History, The
maenssge of the commona after her maj ] pli with their request,
&nd her anvwer, are charecteristie: * That because we underetand, by sir
Thendore Mayerne, that the chief cause of her majesty’s sickness and dis.
tempers proceed from some discontent of her mind, the house of commone
have thought good to declare,  that if any thing within the power of par-
llament roay give her majesty contentment, they are ao tender of her
health, bath’in due respect ta his mest excellent majesty and herself, that
they will be ready to further her satisfaction in all things, o far &8 may
atand with that poblic duty to which they are obliged.”” Answer: “Igive
many thanks te both housed of pacliament, for their gt care of my
health, and their affection to me, hoping I shall see the & of it. Truly,
nothing but my health could have made me to resclve of thin journey;
and, if T thought I could serve the king and this kingdom with the b
of my life, I would do it, And T hope you will believe thet 1 have so mueh
interest in the of thin kingdom, thet I shall never wish any thiog to
the prejodies of it, You will pardon the imperfectness of my English. I

had rather apoken in any other langunge,; but 1 thought this would be moat
seceptable.’ .
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Laud; and a subsidy Gill was sent with them to the
king, to receive the royal amsent. The subsidy bill re-
ceived it at once, while no potice was taken of the
others. Charles still madly clung to his ald ecclesiasti~
tal government, and could not, without heavy pangs,
surrender the terrors of the star-chamber.  But it fared
with this, as with every thing else, While murmurs
were not distantly heard throughout the city, and
while the commons were in hard and secret debate with
closed doors, — the menarch, suddenly alarmed, hur-
ried down to the house of lords, and rummoning the
commong, and rebuking them for their distrust, gave his
assent to both the bills, It wae the sad misfortune of
this prince to banish every semblance of grace from his
conceseions., In each and all he never failed to leave 2
drop of hitterness that was enough to poisen the whale.
His conduct on the present nccasioo, betraying what his
hope and his will still was, had the effect of driving in
the current against church government and the prelacy
tore strongly and viclendy than ever. The “ reot and
branch ™ petition was revived in the house of commonsa.

The rise and present influence of the republican
party in that house, will be described in the life of
Vene. It is only necessary to treat of these religious
questions, in which they now especially bunied them
selves, in so far as they strikingly illustrate the political
course of P'ym, which was, in reality, as decided here,
as it wag in every other dispute where good government
lay on one eide and tyranny on the other. It might
serve Clarendon’s pwpose o secure the authority of
Pym in favour of his darling episcopacy; but why
have modern writers, without his cause to sustain,
adopted his errors and misrepresentations ? 1

} Lord Nugent #a¥», in his Memorials of Hampden, that * Pym was but
n {aint supporter of the bill to restrtin Lhe hishope from voting ; and that,
on the forther far sbolishi piscopacy, he was upeni;oppmcf
to Hampden, Yane, Flermes,™ & This, as will be shown presently, is b
utieriy groundless asgarcion, in o far an the exlitence of episcopacy was ever
hrouf t in question. ‘M% former reference to thiv sublect (p. 155) was in
relatfon to the opinions heid by Pym oo the eccleslastical coostitution of
England, as 3 human inetitubicn,
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A vote passed to the effect that the bishops should
not ait in parliament, end the grounds of the vote were
communicated in a conference to the lords. Their
lordships at ence resolved the contrary of this vote ; not
in much Iove for the bishops, but with ne little slarm
for themeaelves. The commons, on this, lost no tme
in changing their resolution to a bill, which disabled the
bishops and clergy from temporal functions. ©On the
third reading, in the upper house!, the bishops’ votes
were resiored, and the commone, after two conferences,
refused to receive the ** amended” bill. A memorable
result followed. A bolder measure was projected ; and
a bill for the uiter abolishing and taking away of arch-
bishops, bishops, deans, archdeacons, and their officers,
out of the church of England, was drawn up by Saint
John, and at once introduced. It was resd twico on
the day of ite introduction?, and went into committee
on the 11th of June, fifteen days after.

Now mark what Clarendon says on this subject.
Afier observing that on its first introduction “ the re-
jecting it was earnestly urged by very many,” and re-
peating some of the remarks to this effect, the “his-
torian” thus proceeds ;: —  The bill was at last read, and
ne question being to be put upon the first reading, it
was laid by, and not called upon in & long time after,3
When every body expected that nothing sbould be men-
tioned in the house but the dispatch of the treaty of the
pacification, they calied in & morning * for the bill* {that
had so long before been brought in by sir Edward
Dering 4} “ for the extirpation of episct;:pacy,’ and gave

! On this, as on every other matter ponnected with this bill, Clarendon
1g guilty of the moet wilful, or the most grossly lnaccurate, eccat.  He says
on this, that “the lords could not be prevalled with =0 much ar to commif
the Biff, but at the second reading viterly cast it qut.™

% See Journals of May, 1641, and an admirable remark in Godwin’s
Hintory of the Commoenwealth, vol, i p. 61

Vol §. . 418,

1 The oniy just’ remark 1 can find in Clarendon about the whole of thix
matter, relates to thls weak end silly gentlernan, to whose hands the bill
was injudiciously committed, and who wiil be heard of soon in a very dif.-
ferent character. Clarendon observed, that the popular party “ prevailed
with sir FAward Dering, & man very apposite to all their designe {(but a
man of levity and vanity, eseily Satiered by being commended), to pre-
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¢ a second rezding ; ond resolved ©that it should be
committed to a committee of the house, and that it
should be proceeded upon the next moming.! It was a
very long debate the next morning, after the speaker
had |left the chair, who should be in the cheir for the
committee ; they who wished well o the bill having
resolved < to put Mr. Hyde into the chair, that he inight
not give them trouble by frequent speaking, and so too
much obatruct the expediting the bill.” In conclusion
Mr. Hyde was commanded to the chair ; they who were
epemies to the hill being divided in opinion ; many be.
lieving that he would dbetruct the bill more in that place
than if he remained at libeity, and they found it {o be
true. . . The chairman perplexed them verymuch!; for
benidea that at the end of his report every day to the
house, before the house put the question for the con-
currence in the votes, he always enlarged himself against
every one of them, and so spent them much time ; when
they were in the heat and passion of the debate, he often
engmared them in a question 2 ;—so thet when he reported
to the house the work of the day, he did frequently report
two or three votes divectly contrary to each other. . . After
near twenty days spent in that manner, they found
themselves very little advanced towards a conclusion,
and that they must review all that they had done ; and
the king being resolved to begin his journey for Scot-
land, they were forced to discontinne their beloved bill,
and let it rest.” ¥

Such and so despicable is the self.sketched character
of the loyel and religions Clarendon ! Setting aside his
plain falseheods in these memorable extracts, what mean
and pitiful pettifogger of the law would not feel shame
to be set down as a party to the tricks which are here

sent it to the house; which he did from the gallery, with the two verses in
Orld, I.he app}ma!lm whereof o his grent.est mol{!e
* Cuncta priva » oed i icabite vulnus
Ense recidendun: est, ne parn sincera trahatur. Vol 1, p. 416
edl‘ tfI'Iu?s.e words are introduced for the first tme in the recent Oxford
l1on.
1 These aleo ate restored for Lhe dret time,
f Vol L p. 450
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unblushingly, and indeed with a melf-satisfied chuckle,
described !  And what is the worth of the testimony of
guch a writer on any disputed matter ? not to speak of
the present, wherein he lent himself to such despicable
mean hesa,

Another extract, from Clarendon’s own life, completen
the pieture he has left of himself at this period. ¢ When
Mr. Hyde eat in the chair, in the grand committee of
the house for the extirpation of episcopacy, all that
party made great court to him, and the house keeping
those disorderly hours, and seldom rising ull after four
of the clock in the afternoon, they frequently importuned
him to dine with them at My, Pym's lodgings, which
was at sir Richard Manly’s house, in a little court behind
Westminster Hall, where he and Mr. Hampden, &ir A.
Hazlerigg, and two or three more, upon a slock kept a
table, where they transacted much business, end invited
thither those of whose conversation they bad any hope.”
Except in the lively illustration it afforde of the party
system of the time, Lhis statement is quite as little worth
eredit ag the others, and indeed carries internal evidence
of misrepresentation. The same writer, in his history,
could eay that Pym Look no interest in the progress of
the anti-episcopacy measure ! The truth was, that if
he was interested in anythiog more than that at this
particular time, it was in the evident trimming end
ehuffling of * Mr, Hyde” himself.

Meanwhile, before turning to consider the latter, let
me exhihit the feeling of Pym respecting these questione
in an unequivocal shape. When, for various reasons,
this church bill was temporarily suspended, Pym was
the aitthor of a very resolute and decisive measure,
Some months before, in the midst of all the Lhreatening
agpects of the time, the bishops bad exhibited their
gross love of tyranny, and their still grosser folly, in
enacting a series of canone in convocation, which im-
posed oathe, inttoduced innovations, and set aside the
laws of the land. Pym now pointed cut the propriety
of impeaching the thirteen prelates who bad been maost
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active in framing the canons, I will extract the result
of this motion from its place in the journala

* Mr, Pym declsred from the house of commons, that
there is nothing of greater importance to the safety and
good of the kingdom, than that this high court of par-
liament, which is the fountain of justice and govern-
reent, should be kept pure and uncorrupted free from
partiality and bye respects. This will not only add
lustre and reputation, but strength and authority, to all
our actions,. Herein, he said, your lordshipe are specially
interested, ga you are a third estate by inheritance and
hirthright ; sc the commons are publicly interested by
Tepresentation of the whole body of the commons of
this kingdom, whose lives, fortunes, and liberties, are
depaosited under the custody and trust of the parhsmenl.

“ He said, the commona have commanded him and
bis colleagne, Mr, Solicitor General, to present to your
lordships two propositions, which they thought very
necessary to be obcerved and put in execution at thia
time. First, that the thirteen hishops, which stand
accused befere your lordships for meking the lale pre-
tended canons and constitutions, may be excluded from
their votea in parlisment. Secondly, that all the bishops
may be suspended from their votes upon that bill, entitled,
An Act to disable all Persons in Holy Orders to exercise
any Jurisdiction or Authority Temporal.

“ The fvst of these was coihmitted to his charge, and
he eaid he would support it with three reasons: --—
Firet. That the thirteen bighops have broken that trust
to which every member of parliatent ia obliged ; which
trust iu 1o paintain, 1. The prerogative of the king.—
2. The privilege of parliaments, — 3, The property of
the aubject. — 4. The peace of the kingdom, These
were the jewels, he said, that are deposed under the
trust of parliament ; and this trust these prelates had
broken, not by one transient act, but by setting up ca-
oons in natore of laws to bind the kingdom for ever.

“'That the canons sre of this nature, appeared by the
votes of both houses ; and that they were all parties to
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the making thereof, appeared by the acts of that synod.

" The book itself the commons cannot tender to your
lordships, because they sent for it, but he that bath the
baok in custody was out of town ; but a member of their
own house, upon view of it, iz ready to depose, that
their names were entered among those that did subseribe
to it.

" Wherefore the house of commons desire your lord-
ships, in the first place, to consider, whether fhey that
take ty themselves a legislative power, destructive fo par-
liaments, be fit to exercise that power of making faws,
Iuhkich enly belongs to the parliament.

“ Secondly. Whether it be safe for the commonwealth,
that they should be trusted with making laws, who, aa
much a8 in them lay, have endeavoured to deprive the
subject of those good laws which are already made.

¢t A third reason is this, — That they stand accused of
crimes very heinous ; tlet is, of sedition, and of sub-
version of the laws of the kingdom, This will easily
appear in the nature of the canons themselves, na also
by the votea to which your lordships and the eommons
have already agreed. Btanding so accused, is it fit that
they should have the exercise of so great a thing as the
continuing of thefr votes and places in parliament »*

And, though it occurred some few months after
this time, I will here present also Pym’s speech at a
conference with the lords, on delivering a charge against
lord Digby (recently raised o their lordehips’ house),
since it bas immediate relation to the same question, is
sufficiently explanatory of itself, and is a gtill more dis.
tinct and forcible expression, than any which has yet
been given, of the grounds of Pym’s opposition to the
temporal power and suthority of bishops: —

“ My lords, the knights, citizens, and burgesses of
the house of commons, now assembled in parliament,
have commanded me 1o present to your lordships this
information, which they have received against the righs
bonourable George lord Digby, of such dapgerous con-
sequence, that, if not prevented, evil and troublesome
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‘events may ensue, 1o the great hazarding the peace of .
this kingdem, and the great hinderanee of the happy °
proceedings of this parliament.

* My lords, I humbly crave your patience to declare
to your lordships what I am commanded concetning the
said information, which is, that be, the eaid lord
Dighy, should give forth report, upon reading the lale
petition and protestation of the twelve bishops, ¢ that the
present parliament was & forced one; end that whe acts,
votes, and laws that should be eracted therein, without
the votes and sssenis of the bishops, are void and of
none effect, and not binding to the subject.”

# My lords, this report iz of great danger 1o the state,
if proved againet the said Iord, in these three respects,
as I, under your lordshipa’ favour, conceive, First, it
ie a great breach of the rights and privileges of par-
liament ; secondly, it intrencheth mueh on the preroga-
tive of the king, and abridges his royal power ; thirdly,
it is the first step to bring into this state an arbitrary
and tyrannical form of government.

* My lords, it is a breach of the privileges of par-
liament, for these reaspns. Tt is against the votes of
parliamentary proceedings, which cught to be reserved
and unquestionable during the free sitling thereof, It
is against the late act of parliament, in that case made
and provided, for not adjourning or abrupt breaking up
of the same. TWhis act, my lords, was freely voted by
buth Aouses ; freely and willingly paseed by his majesty,
withou! any force or compuliory means ured by any, or
private working of any of the members of either house to
induce hiz majesty to do the same : nay, the act was voted
as well by the eaid lord s the rest of this honourable
house. This report, therefore, of hia must needs he
against his knowledge and former free consent in passing
that act, Besides, my lords, one privilege of parliament,
and that one of the greatest, is Lo accuse and freely
proceed to the punishment of delinquents that have
caused the troubles in this stale, both in church and
commonwealth. Lord Dighy's report is againet this
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privilege, since jt opposeth altogether our proceedings
against the bishops, accused as the greatest delinquents
both in church and state, For, my lords, if the par-
liament is forced in the absence of the bishops, how
may then the parliament proceed lawfully against them?
If the bishops sit and have their votes, although delin~
quents, in parliament, how can we proceed, I beasech
yon, againet their votes? Then, my lords, to redress
the grievances of the commonwealth, is a privilege of
parliament, This report is against this privilege. How,
I pray you, my lards, can our grievances be redressed,
when the oppressions, injustice, and vexatious troubling
of his majesty’s loyal subjects, by the hishops, may not
be called in gquestion, hor the misdoers therein prosecuted
and punished for the same? Lasily, my lords, under
this head, the report ia egainst divers acts of parliament
of this kingdom, that have been made without the voice
of hishops in parliament, as is on record in the parlia-
mentary rolls. And thus, under favour, T bave shewn
you how thiz report is against the privileges of par-
Hament

 Next, my lords, this report intrencheth on the royal
power and prerogative of the king, and that in twe
. respects. Tt intrencheth om his royal prerogative in
making and enacting laws by parliament, it resting only
in his power to pass or refuse the votes of parliament,
My lords, the king of this realm has the greatest prero-
gative (to require the counsel and sssistance of the whole
state upon any occasion whatsoever when it pleaseth him)
of any princein the world, except the king of France. And,
under favour, my lords, I conceive a parliament cannot
be termed forced, when it is freely called, and willingly
continued by the king. 1 conceive, my lords, a forced
parlinnent is, when, against the free consent of a king
&nd his lords, and without lawful calling by "writ, men
aseemble themselves, end by force of arms st in council
and enact laws not tending 1o the welfare of the king-
dom. The parliement holden in the fourteenth year of
the reign of Edward II. was a forced parliament ; the
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harons coming thither with herse and arms, and com-
pelling the king {0 pass what they thought proper 1o have
enacted, Moreover, my lords, this report intrencheth
on the royal power of the hng in making of laws ; for,
as before I have touched, parliaments have, without
bishops, made and enacted laws. By thie supposition,
Ty lords, that laws made without bishops are void,
hishops, be they never so vile and disaffected to the
tranguillity and sesurity of the siste, yet must have votes
in:rectifying and setting in order such things as are
amiss in the same-— arniss as well by their own procuring
as others; a ‘rectifring’ not then likely to take sny
good effect. Nay, my lords, it fs too apparent they bave
deen the grealest opposers of our proceodings in this par-
fiament, and the chigfest cause why no more is done.

¢ Thirdly end lastly, my lords, this report is the first
otep to bring in an arbitrary and tyramnical form of
government ; and that, under favour, for these reasons.
Free parliaments are the securest and safest government
that ever could be found for this nation; and that in
respect of the power and wisdom thereof. It is
upholden, defended, and preserved by the whole body
of the kingdom ; therefora p&erful: the members
thereof are men elected, one out of len thousand, by the
whole state ; therefore esleemed wise. Then to oppose
the proceedinga thereof, to deny the government thereof,
ia 1o change the same ; and, if changed to another form
(none being so secure, 8o powerful, and so wise), it
must needs be arbilrary, and so tyrannical. Also, my
lords, if no laws can be binding to the subject, but such
as are voted and aseented to by the bishops, Zhen mone
can be expacted bul sueh as are destructive [o the plats;
their affedtions being altogether aoeried from [fres
parliamentary proceedings, and thelr devigns only agitajed
Jor the opposing the governmeni thereg/: and we cabnot
bat daily fear the utter confusion of the same thereby.

¢ Now, my.lords, having, to my weak ahility, folfilled
the command of the house of commone, in speaking
something on thia information, I am to desire your

voL. 11L »
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lordships, in their name, that the maid George lord
Digby may answer the said information, or otherwise
be proceeded against as the parliament ehall think fit.” .

I have remarked that Pym had already seen reason
to suspect the eecemsion of ““ Mr. Hyde™ from the popu-
Ier cause. That celebrated person could never have
seemned very secure to the sagacious mind of the leader
of the party, and he had given forth no unequivocal
signs of his feeling and desires, on the already noticed
disagreement between the two houses, on the bill to
restrain bishops’ votes. Beside him, also, were a party
of weak, though probably well intentioned men, whom
his iofluence controlled. The danger to the cause would
obviously be great, if at this moment, and before the
bulwarks eo recently obtained for the preservation of the
public liberties had been firmly placed, such a desertion
as Hyde could effect from the ranks of the popular
members, should be suddenly exhibited to the people.
Nothing had been more apparent throughout all the con-
cassions wrested from Charles, than that they had only
been yielded, subject to a good occasion for reclaiming
 them, Strafford could not be raised from the desd, and
therefore, only, the concession in his case had been
harder than in the rest. With & certain semblance of &
popular ministry, backed by all the arts of Hyde, end
the pretences of half popular measures, the king had yet
the power to strike 8 heavy blow for the old prerogative.
Moreover, the house of lords were not to be relied on ;
and, there was too much reason to fear, in various
quarters of the country, some sill undiscovered sectione
of the army-plot. Charles himself was evidently reco-
vering confidence ; while, to save the bishops, the uni-
versities were moving heaven and earth,! The course
which was, under such circumstances, proposed by Pym,
with a view to avert these dangers, han no parallel for
vigour apd capacity, no less than & monst decisive bold=
ness, even in the recorde of Ais life.

Charles had waming of it before he departed for Scot-

¥ May's History of the Partiament,
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land. Doctor Hacket tells us, in his life of archbishop
Williame, that  the bishop, coming to the king, be
sougbt bie majesty, that for his sake he would put off
his Scotch journey to enother sesson. ¢ Sir,’ says he,
*1 would it were pot true that I shall tell you: some
of the commons are preparing a declaration to meke the
actions of your government odious. If you gallop to
Scotland, they will post as fast, to draw up this biting
remonstrance.  Str not till you have mitigated the
grand contrivers with some preferments.” < But is thia
credible ? * says the king. ‘Judge you of that, air,’ says
the bishop, ‘when a servant of Pym’s {in whose mas-
ter's house all this is moulded) came to me, to know
af me in what terms I was contented to leave mine own
case in the star chamber exhibited among other irvegu-
larities # and I had mueh ado to keep my name, and
what concerne me, out of these quotationz ; but I con-
trived that of the fellow, and & promise to do me more
service, to know all they have in contrivance, with a’
few sweetbreads that 1 gave him out of my purse.
Yet nothing was heeded,”!

Charles’s purpose in thie journey was narrowly and
jealously wetched by the patriots. Many and various
ressens hed been publicly assigned for it, but the real
intention — the double attempta at negotiation with the
disbanded officers on the barders, with the covenanters,
and with those who had supplied to lord Strafford the
forged letter by which Savile strove w implicate Pym
and Hampden in ‘treasonous purposes — all thiz was
kept carefully in the back groond,  One course remained
under these circumstances, end was at once adopted.
 Commisgioners were deputed, nominally, to treat with
the Scota concerning the satisfaction of the treaty, but
really to thwart and’ check the king’s negotiation with
the covenanters, and to report upon them to the
parliament. Charles went to Beotland ; and at the same
time a committee, apenly appointed by the votes of both
housgs, — and consisting of* lords Bedford and Howard

_} Hackel's Scrinla Reserata, patt 2, p 163,
ra
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of Bacricke, of Hampden, Fiennes, sir Philip Stapleton,
apd sir William Armyne,— openly followed him.
Soan afier hie departure, the two houses, having
respectively appointed committees to sit and act during
the recess, and entrusted them with extraordinary
powers!, adjourned over from the Oth of September to
the 20th of October, Pym was appointed chairman of
the committee of the house of commons, .

Hie fame and influence at this period were un-
bounded. I think Mr. Pym was at this tire,” says
lord Clarendon, “ the most pepular man, and the most
able to do hurt, that heth lived in anytime.” His
name was in ithe mouths of all, whether the residents
of palaces or of the ‘ huts where poor men lie.” Every
nook and corner of the kingdom was pervaded with his
influence and renown ; and the fiercest hate, or the most
unbounded love, were equally his great reward.

It ig difficult to ascertaim, except on the doubtful
authority of his enemies, what his private Labits were
at this time. It is certain, however, that they were
not of the rigid or puritanic sort; any more than his
opinions were those of the puritans. The quaint doctor
Hacket describes him, in his peculiar style, as “ homo
ex argilld, et fule factus epicuren, as Tully asid of
Piso — that is, in christian English, a painted se-
pulchre, a belly-god” 2 ; and the royalist songs, while
they charge hirmn in etill plainer terms with having been .
warmaly devoted to Bacchus and Ceres, have left us to
copclode that in other matters hig-habits were by no
means copstrained.? It is not my duty here to enlarge
on a point of this kind, which I have already perbaps
sufficiently adverted to4, nor would a mention of such .
statements, drawn as they are from the palitical lam-
poons of the time, heve been worth giving et all, were .
it not that graver suthoritien have seemed to bear them

1 Epeithe Snatrueiions, Old Par] Hid vol ix p, 537,

? Berinks Resgraln, part & 5 150, 150

¥ Bee gomie extracta from 4 curious satire of the thme, In appendlx B
& Life of Strafford, p. 51 JUER.
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out. With soch sathority, even fugitive ballads,
poignant with the bitternesa of the hour so long passed
away, are not among the despicahle materiala of history ;
and to me, as illustrations of the fugitive aspecws of
character, catehing, as they recede for ever, the glanc-
ing points of personal mannery, they have seemed mont
valusble. What remaine to be said rests on the au-
thority of sir Phitip Warwick, & “ grave writer,”
though a royalist, as even Mr. Godwin admits; and
certainly & very honourable man.

The famous Lucy Percy, countess of Carlisfe, now a
beautiful dowager of about forty, had been for some
vears “ entirely devoted” to Birafford ; when, upon the
death of her faveurite, she suddenly transferred her
affections to Pym ; and from this time, it is certain —
the countess still preserving appearances at court — the
interior of Whitehall was always better known to the
patriot, than thet of the house of commoons tv the king.

The cheracter of such & woman needs some explan-
aticn, Waburton calls her the “Eryunia” of her
‘time, but without just mathority. Her passions were
-certainly not extreme. The reader who iz startled at
the apperent contradictions of her life, has not read
rightly sir Toby Mathew's description of her character,!
“*8he ie of too high a mind and digpity, not only to
seck, but almost to wish, the friendship of any creature;
they whom she is pleased to choose, are suchk gs are of
the moet eminenrt condition, both for power and employ-
wends; not with any design towards her own perticular,
either of advantage or curiosity ; but Asr nature values
Jortunate poreons . . . Ble prefers the conversation of
men to that of women ; not but she can talk on the
fashions with her female friends, but she is too soon
sencible that she can set them es she wills; that pre-.
eminence ihortens all eqoality. 8he converses with
these who are moat distinguiched for their eonversationsl
powers. . . Of love freely will she discourse ; listen to
all jts faults, and mark all its power. . . She canno,

! Bee Mathew's Letter, or the notes o Penton's edition of Wallar,
73
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erself love in earnest, but she will play with Jove . . .
and will take a deep inlerest for persons of condition and
celebrity.”

‘What wonder, then, if, on the fall of Strafford, and
the sudden and most brilliant rise of Pym's fame, we
find the grave wir Philip Warwick playing the part
of the scandslous chronicle, and announcing that
“ master Pym ” had suceeeded Lo the situation of the
ear] of Btrafford in the affections of my lady Carlisle 7!
How mnch of politics there may have been in Pym's
love, or how much love in hie polidics, the resder must
determine. As the fact has been stated, it is presenjed
lo him, with a commentary, from sir Toby Mathew,
which seems to render it by no meane improbable, on
the part of the lady at least. The wonder remains of
how ““ master Pym” could find leisure, in the midst of
his wonderful amd unwearied public labours, for such
affairs of practical gallantry an this, and others charged
upoh him. For the imputation of Hacket, it may
remain as he has imade it.  Voluptuous and wise
withal,” the great patriot may bave been; and, un-
doubtedly, the portly and well-dressed person, repre-
sented in the various engravings circulated at this
period], as the * true effigies of the burgess for Tavie-
tocke ;” the open and intelligent face, so vesolute and
yet 8o quiet; the long hair flung negligently back
from the lofty and deep-thoughied forebead ; the full
monstaches upon the upper lip, and the neat arrange-
ment of the peaked beard and dress below ; present al-
together guch a picture as may be willingly received of
Pym, —neither inconsislent with the extraordinary in-
tellect which every one conceded to him, nor bidding:
abeolute defiance to the royalist elanders. '

Of Pym's movements during this ghort recess of
parliament, and genetally before the king’s return from
Scotland, I have been fortunate in obteining somewhat

1 B git P, Wikwick's Mempint, p #04.
"% Beveral may be séen Ln the eollection at the Britigh Museum : that by
Edward Bower iy Lbe bast, snd I allude {5 it In the kext
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curious jntelligence {not noticed sufficiently by the hie-
tories) in the correspondence of Evelyn. 8ir Edward
Nicholas, who suceeeded Windebanke in the office of
secretary of state, had it left to him in charge by the
kiog, before his departure, to furnish diligent inform-
ation of what was gaing on in London ; and the letters
in which thie was done, noted and amswered iu the
margin by Charles and poated back to the writer,
ultimately fell into Evelyn’s hands. These shall now
be used in illustration of some striking aud disputed
historical passages, and of some certain personal
details,

The day after the sdjournment, Nicholas wrote to
Charlea a long account of a eonsoling hope he had, that
there were decided differences to he now expected be-
iween the two houses ; upon which the king remarks,
that he iz “ not much sorrie for it” 1 In another leteer,
under date of the 27th of September, mention is made
10 Cheries of a certain paper, the contents of which are
not named, but which he says the lady Carliale had given
to%he queen, saying, “ she had it from the lord Mande-
cilfle.” Taken in connection with this, the following is
very curious : “ I heare,” continues Nicholas, zhere
are diverse meetings at Chebey att v h. Mandeville-
Aouse and elsewhere, by Pym and others, to consult what
is best to be done at their next meeting in parliament.”
Whereupon is this remark by the king : ¢ It were not
amiss that some of my servants met [ykwise to counter-
mynd their plots, to w'ch end speaks w'th my wyfe, and
receive her directions,” 2 : )

Thig lord Mandeville is better known by the title of
his barony, Kirabolton, in right of which he was a
about this period called up to the house of lords. He
now lived at Chelsea, and Pym had taken lodgings near

1 Evelyn's Memodrs, vol. ii, part 2, p, 18, quario ed. 1519. Tn theiwo follow.
ing lettern, there atra some curious pll'ﬁcl?lﬂl‘s respecting the crown jewels,
with injuncticns to 1iar secm?-. which are net alittle significant of the
king*s parpeses at this time.  P. §1—23.

7 In & subsequent detter, Nicholas tells the king, that he had comimunie
eatad ng allthis with her roajestle, bul that she @ aaith, thet cannot
be donie 10 your majest!e's absence™ Charles anywers: * I confess, hot s
;ei;‘;l.bm ¥et so mueh as may de much good : thezefore, be diligent bn 1r™

b I
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him. The meetings alluded to in the above extracts,
the presence of lady Carlisle, the temper of the king,
and his anxiety for s “ plot” of his own, and the
graphic touch with which his majesty’s note concludes,
are worth rescning from the eecret records of the time.
In none of the correspondences do Henrietta’s intrigues,
and the Ling’s eubjection !, appear more manifest, than
in this of sir Edward Nicholas. My next extracts will
prove her distinet participation, and also that of the king,
in Goring’s army plot.

In this plot sir John Berkeley, afterwards governor
of Exeter, and captain ('Neale, were deeply impli.
cated. 2 Under date of the 29th of Beptember, Nicholas
wriles to the king : * Yesterday at Qatlands ] under-
stood thet ‘sir Jo. Berkely and capt. O'Neale were
come over, end that they had been the day before privately
at Weybridga: I was bould then to deliver my opinion
fo tho queene, that I did believe, if they coutinued in
¥England, they would be arrested [by Pym]. Her
meajesty seemed (when I tould it her) to appthend noe
Yease, and will, I believe, take order that nolice may be
ficen o them of ¢° danger.” In a letter of the 5th of
Qctober, he adds: “ The commons committee met, and
had before them sir Jo. Berkeley and capt. O'Neale, who
were (as [ heare) yesterday apprehended by the servant
of the serjeant att arms.”™ Here the king remarks —
" I hope some day they may repent their geoeritie ;"' and
at the close of the letter, Nichalas having told him of
the jocund cheerfuluess of Pym and his friends, Charles
subjoins, I believe, before all be done, that they will nol

3 Demdia -
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Aave such great cawre of joy.”  Aguin:— Nicholss
having written in his next letter, * Mr, Pym reports
that the earl of Arguile is chancellsr of thet kindom
(8cotland) ;” Charlen affixes to the pamsage these eig-
nificant words: * You may see by this that alf Alr
denignes bt not ; and T hope, before all be done, that he
ghail misze of move.” And in the dispatch following this,
the secretary having implored the immediate return of
the king, saying, that “ if your majestie doe not hasten
10 be here some dayes before y* mext meeting in par-
lisment, 1 doubt there will be few that will dare to
appeare here to oppose y® party that now swayeth ;*
Charles angwered: * Though [ cannot return so soon
no I could wishe, yet I am confldent that you will finde
there was necessitio for it, and I hope that manie will
misss of their ends.”

No one, in the elightest degree acquainted with the
character of Charles, znd with the peculiar intrigues he
wan at this very period carrying on in Scotland, will
hexitato to sttach sufficient meaning to these covert
threats egainst Pym snd the popular leaders, There
bad never been a time in which greater danger threat-
ened the people’s eauere than now ; never was there s
time—looking at the daily defections within the house of
the commong, ot the falling-off of the lorda without, at
the rotten condition of the army, and the notoricus and
well-proved perfidy of the king — wherein a greater
necessity existed for some grand appedl to the people,
not simply to save the freedom of parliament, but even
the lives of its most illuatrious members ; not simply to
secure the permenence of those provisions which had
been achieved for the public liberty, but even to ward
off the substitution of a naked despotism. Pym snd
Hampden acted with a perfect knowledge of these
thingu, then, fer beyond our imperfeet surmise now.

Parliament resssembled, after the recess, on the day
w0 which it etood adjourwed, the 20th of October. In
an able and lucid atarement!, Pym reported the pro-

) fen Parl, Hist vob. x p -8
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ceedings of the committee during the recesa While
yet engaged upon this duty, news errived in London of
that celebrated occurrence at Edinburgh which is well
known in history by the name of the * Incidene.”
Through all the mystery which yet enwrapa this affair,
one thing ia not denied ; that Charles received from
Montrose his project of asssesination, and, having re-
ceived it, continued Montrose in his service and con.
fidence. Montrose had indeed eatablished a lasting
bold upon Charles’s favour, by the proposition he
coupled with his scheme of assassination — to cut off the
English leaders by the milder, but not Jess certain, course
of law, oD evidence of & © treasonable correspondence”
with the Scottish army, The king's every thought now
bore upon the latter scheme: he had entered Beotland
with a view to conciliate the covenanters, in the wain
hope of effecting it in that way ; failing of this, he con-
eerted with Montrose to trample upon the covenant,
only with & view to the same end. Pym, Hampden,
and the rest etruck down, the world of despotism would
be once again before him, where to choose !

But with the news of the ** incident,” letters from
Hampden, still in Edinburgh with the committee, were
placed in Pym's hands. Their contents may be sur-
mised from the fact that Pym instantly proposed and
conducted a conference with the lords, ° concerning the
security of the kingdem and parliament! ;" denounced
again a branch conspiracy in London ; snd demanded
that all the military posts of the city should be occupied
with a strong force. Thie was at once scceded to, and,
besides this, the Westminster train-bands were brought
up to guard the houses of parliament by night as well
s day,?

Eegretary Nicholas, deeply elarmed, wrote to the
king, “ It is thought that this business will be declared
to be a greater plot sgainst the kingdome and par-
liam® in Eng: and Beotl: than hath been discovered

1 Bee Bushworth, vol. iv. p. 230,
T Rushworth, vol. v, p 39,
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at sll.  There Aave beems some welluffected par-
liament-men here with ms this morning, to know
whether I had any relac’on of that buainess; but finding
1 had none, they seemed much troubled, as not knowing
what o say to i.” To this the king answers with
eautious reserve,  In & subsequent letter Nichalas men-
tions the sudden introduction of another bill for abolish-
ing the temporal functions of the bishops, accompanying
it with a remark, that it is said to be against y¢ antient
order of p’liam! to bring in a bill egaine y* same ses—
dions that it was rejected ;" whereupon the king eagerly
seizes this ohjection, and ordere Nichalas to “bid his
servants make a8 much use of it 88 may be.” 1}

They did s0, and were foiled by Pym, His great
ohject at this time was to weaken the powers of mischief
in the upper house; and finding thet his impeachment
egainst the thirteen bishops on the ground of their
share in the recent canons must be quashed, on some
points of informality (the lords bad already admitted
their demurrer), he counselled the re-introduction of
the first bill against the hishops, ss a temporary com-
promice for a great ultimate gain. I will describe the
result in Clarendom's words, as recently restored?:
“Mr. Pym and his party found that they were no far
from Laving gotten credit by their angry bill againet
the church for the extirpation of bishops, that they had
lost ground in the attempt ; and therefore they scemed
to decline any farther thought of such a violent proceed.
ing, and to have more moderate inclinations ; — and so,
one morning, they brought in and desired to have a bill
read for the taking away the votes of the bishops out
of the house of peers, no otherwise differing from the
former, than it was shorter. It was opposed by meny,
that it ghould be received or read ; for it was & known
mle of the house, that a bill rejected could not be
bronght again into the house during the same seseion,
which was an order that had never been known to be

! 1 Evelyn, vol I part 2. p. 45,
’Oxfurd'ed.of&..v&up.ﬁ,'lﬁ,m
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violated : which Mr. Pym confessed ; but said, “that
otr orders woere not like the lawe of the Meder and Per.
signs, nef to be alicred, bul that they weres in our own
power ; ‘and that the receiving thin bill, since it was in
our power, was very necemsary, and would quiet
the minda of ‘miny, who, it may be, would be con-
temted with the passing this Hill, whoe would otherwime
be importosate for more violent reraedies; and that
there wes resson to believe, that the lords, who had
rejeeted] the former bill, were very porry for it, and
would give this a better receptlon: and if they did net,
it wocld meet with the same fate the other had dome,
and we shoukd have the satiafaction of having dis-
charged our own coneclences.” The content many men
had, to see the former violence deelined, and more mo-
derste vouneelz pursued, prevalled mo far, that the bill
wan received, and read ; end ithe eame remsons, with
mome subsequent actions and secidents, prevailed after-
warda for the pasming it in (he house of commons,
though it received a greater opposition than it had dome
formerly, And the lord Faulkland then concurring
with his friend Mr. Hyde in the opposing i, Mr.
‘Huampden ! said, that he wm sorry to find & noble ford
had changed his opinien, since the time the last Hll o
this purpose had passed the house ;* for he then thought
"ita good bill, bat now he thought this anill one. To
whieh the lord Faulkland presenily replied, that he
had been permaded at that time, by that worthy gentle-
man, to believe many things, which he had rince found
1o be untrwe ; and therefore he had changed his opinion
n-mang portieulors, oz well as to things cs persons.”
‘Very true and eandid was this, but not very starting,
sime Pym and Hasmpden kmew it well already; and
% Mr. Hyde" had taken good eare that, by this time,
the king should know #'too. * I may not forbeare to
let your .mate know,” wrote sy Edward Nicholas, under
date of .the 20th of Octobur, ** ¢hat the lo. Falkdand,
s* Jo. Btrangwishe [Strangewsys], Mr. Waller, Mr, Ed.
.1 Hampden hal returnad from Scotland i fow days before.
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Hyde, and Mr, Holhorne have Iately. siood v cham-
pions in maintensnce of your prevogative, whereof y*
mat® ghall dee well fo Eake some notice (a3 yo* ot shall
thinke best) for their encouragement.” The king ane
swered, eagerly and earmestly, 1 command you 1o
doe it in my name, lailing them that T will doe it myesifo
at my refurne” From the date of this correspondence,
at least, these men were retained on behalf of Charles.
But Pym watched them more and more narrowly. as
the great struggle drew nigh.

Newe of the Irish rebellion and msasacre now burst
upon London. Following so closely upon the Scottish
“ incident,” and coupled with the evidenee of atill more
siriking circumstances againet the king, this shocking
event increased to a fearful deyree the prevailing excite-
ment, The cold and laconic remark of Charles to air
Edward Nicholas, respecting it, has not been noticed.
I hope,” he merely wrote, ** I hope this ill newes of
Ireland may Ainder some of theas follics in England.”}

The * follies,” and their authors, only moved more
resolutely forward. A petition had been in agitation for
some time in the lower house, “to be presented” {I
quole gir Edward Nicholas's description) “ to yo*
maet'c, to receave the pariiament’s approbation of such
officers, councillors, &c. an yor majde shall choose, for
better prevenc'on of the great and masy mischiefs that
Tosy befall y* commonweslthe, by yo choice of ill coun.
cillors, officers, amh'dors, and ministera of state.” No-
thing could exceed the king's alarm at this proposed
measure, or the earnestness of his commends, that it
should by some means ox other be * stopp'd.” Hyde
and Falkland, as may naturally be supposed, with their
present prospects, opposed it bitterly, siep by step ; but
Pym and Hampden actively urged it on. At last,
oa the 10th of November, according to the lords’ jour-
nals, Pym appeared, st the head of the commons, in con.
ference with the upper house, and proceeded to explain
o their lordships the several steps, am they are there

! Evalyn, i vl U p 48
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called, by which evil counsels had wrought such danger
to the kingdom, and demanded remedy so loudly.

* Firat. That the dangers which come to the state
by il counsels are the most. pernicions of all others. -
Bince it ie usual to compare polidek bodies with
patural — the natural body is in danger divers ways:
either by outward violence, that may be foreseen or
prevented ; or else, by less appearing maladies, such as
grow upon the body by distempers of the uir,
immoderate exercise, or diet ; and when the causes of
the disease are thus clear, the remedy is eagily applied ;
hut diseases which proceed from the inward parts or
the more noble parts, —it is a hard thing to apply a
cure to such diseases. Il counsels are of that nature ;
for the mischiefs that come by evil counsel corrupt the
vital parts, and overthrow the public government.

« Becondly, That there have been lately, and sdll are,
ill counsels in this kingdem, and about the king. That
there have been lately, you will not doubt, when the
main course of the government hath been so employed,
gg popery thereby hath been maintained, the laws
subverted, and no distinction kept between justice and
injustice; and that there are ill counsels seill, ia
apparent by the courses taken to sdvance mischievous
desigos : his majesty’s wisdom and goodness kept them
from his heart, the’ they were not kepi out of his
courts, BHo most principal and mischievous designs
bave been practised by such as had near access unto his
majesty, tho’ not to his heart, and the apologists and
promoters of ill counsels are still preferred.”

The singular and grave caution of these distinctions,
is not the least remarkable charaetetistic of Pym, No
man could o thoroughly keep within the nice bounds of
parlismentary phrase, while urging the bitterest thinga.

¢ Thirdly. The ill counsels of this time are in their
own nature more mischievous and more dangerous than
the ill counsela of former times: former counsels have
been to please kings in their vices, from which our:
kiog is free; and sometimes for racking of the
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.prerogative. If it had gone no further, it had brought
many miseries, but not roin and destruction. But the
ill counsels of this time are destructive to religion and
laws, by altering them both ; and therefore more mie-
chievous in their own nature than those of former times.

“ Fourthly, That these ill counsels have proceeded

from a spirit and inclination to popery ; and have had
a dependence on popery; and all of them tend to it
The religion of the papists is & religion incornpatible
with any other religion ; destructive to all others, and
not enduring any thing that opposeth it. Whosoever
. doth withstand their religion, if they have power, they
bring them to rnin. There are ather religions that are
nowvxght, but not so destructive aa popery ; for the prin.
ciples of popery are destructive of all states and persons
that oppose it With the progress of this mischievous
system of evil counsel they provide couneellors, fit instru-
ments atd organs, that may execute their own designs ;
and so turn 8B counsels o their own ends. You find
pow, in Ireland, that those designs, that Aave been upon
all the three kingdoms, do end in & war for the main-
~ tenance of popery in Irelend. They would do the like
here if they were able ; 80 intent are they to turn all to
their own advantage.

¢ Fifthly. That unless these ill counsels be changed,
it is impossihle that any aesistence, aid, or advice, that
the perliament can take to reform, will be effectual ; for
the public orders and laws are but dead, if not put in
execution. Thoze that are the minieters of stete pat
things into action ; but if acted by evil men, and while
these counsels are on foot, we can expect no good. ¢ is
tike g disease that turng nufritives info poison,

“ Qixthly, That this is the most proper time to desire
of his majesty the alteration and change of the evil
couneellors, because the commonwealth is brought iato
distemper by them, and so exhausted that we can endure
no longer.  Anctlier resson why we cannot edmit of
them is, to ahew our love and fidelity to th, king in
great and extraordinary contributions and aidi When
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God doth employ his-servants, he doth give some promise
0 rouse up their spirita; and we have reassn now to
expect the king’s grace in great abundance. This is the
time wherein the subjects are to save the kingdom of
Ireland, with the hagard of their lives and fortunes ; and
therefore expect it from his majesty in a more large and
bountiful manner than at other times. Thisis a time of
great agitation and action, when other states being ready,
by preparatiou, to annoy us, ill and false counsels at home
may quickly bring us to ruin, As we have weakness at
home, s0 we ought to discern the actions abroad, where
great provisions are made; and a carelessness and im-
providence herein, when our neighbours are a0 provided,
and have great Heeis &t sea, will open & way to sudden
ruin- and destruction, before we can be prepared; and
therefore it is now the fittest time to move the ling.

* Seventhly and lastly. That this alteration of counsels
will bring great advantages to the king in his own designa.
In a]l our actions, our prayers to God should he, that hia
name may be glorified ; s0 our petitiona to his majesty
should bring honour, profit, and advantage to him, by s
disconragement to the rebels; a great pert of their con-
fidence resting in the evil counsels at home, as hy the
exeminations appeareth. It will be a great encourage-
ment to the kivg's good subjects at home, who hazard
their lives, and give aid and contribution, to have things
governed for the public good, It will make men afroid
to prefer servenis to the king that are il counsellove,
when they shall come to the examination of the par.
liament ; for many times eservanis are preferred to
princes for the advantage of foreign states. Thia will
put an anawer joto the king’s mouth againet all irpor-
tunities, that he ia to prefer none, but such as will be
approved of by patliament. Those that are Lonourable
and. meset ingenuous are aptest to be troubled in this
kind, and not to deny : therefore the king may answer,
¢ He hath promised his parliament not to admit of any,
but by sdvice of parliament.” This will silence them
all. These are domestick advantages ; but it will alsp



JOER PYM, 2425

make us fitter to enter into union and treaty with foreign
natiome and states, and to be made partakers of the
strength and assistance of others; it will foriify s
aguinst the denignn of foreign princes. There hath been
onr common counsel at Rome and in Spain, to reduce us
to pepery ; if good counsel at home, we ghall be the
better prepared to preserve peace and uniom, and betler
respect from Ireland, Jt will also make us fit for -any
molde design abroad,”

Beeretary Nicholss, after describing to the king the
effect of thiz grave end condemsed statement, adds:—
* Yof mat® may percesve of what extreame necessitie
and importance yor mate® speedy returne is, web 1 be-
seech y* ma¥® by all meanea to hasten”” Tts effect in
other quarters was like to have proved of immediate
pereonal danger to Pym. Bome few days after, he
entered the house with an open letter in hia hand, and
told the speaker that he had just repeived a letter from
& porter at the door of the house, and that, upon the
opening of it, a covering which had eome from a plague
wound ! dropped out of it, and that the letter jtself con-
tsined many menaces, and much railing ageinst him.
The porter, being examined, eaid, * a gentleman on
horseback, in a grey coat, gave him twelve pence for
the epeedy delivery of it.” “ Whatever the matter was,”
observes Nalson, < it made a mighty noize both in the
house and cut of the house, in the city and country ;
for Mr. Pym was then nne of the greatest idols of the
faction, All the art imaeginable was used to find out
the suther of this dangerous attempt to infeet Mr. Pym
with the plague, but to no purpoze.” In a curions
pamphlet published four.days after Pym’s death, and
ealled ‘¢ A short View of his Life and Actiona?,” 1 firfd
a Yiteral copy of thia letter, superseribad < To my ho-
noured friend John Pym, eequire,” and in-written
thus : — Master Pym, do not think that a guard of
men cen protect you, if you persist in your courses .and

t The plague sill ingered in warious places n and sbeut Loadon,
1 Bee No. 135, of King's Pamphiels, Brit, Mue.
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wicked designes. I have sent a paper messenger to
you, and if this do not touch your heart, a dagger shall,
80 s00n as I am recovered of my plague. In the meen
time, you may be forborn, becanse no better man may
be indangered for you. Repent, traitour,” 1n the
same pamphlet it iz said, that soon after this occurrence
a genlleman, * mistaken for Mr. Pym,” was stabbed in
‘Westminster Hall, by a ruffian who escaped ; so that
it is probable the amiable letter-writer kept his word !

- Nor was this all, Sir Edward Nicholea, in the same
letter which details the sbove attempts to the king, adds,
that “on Monday last, in y* evening, snother as des-
perate and dangercus & conepiracy against Mr. Pym
was discovered by & poor zealous taylor,” And by
other conspiracies besides these against his life |, were
the public virtues and services of thiz great person
acknowledged and sought to be repaid. A series of
harsssing euits were commenced against him, with a
view to deprive him, if possible, of his parlizmentary
privilege, till at last, 30 eagerly were they followed, the
house itself thought fit to interfere, and protect him
by a special order.

It was & vain persuasion that by such means as
theee the epirit of Pym could be broken or subdued. It
rose to its duties with greater resolvedness; and in a
subsequent conference with the lords, who still held
back from any thing like willing co-operation, he sud-
denly threw out a very plain, and very memorable
warning, which produced a deep impreseion at the time,
and had, no doubt, the practical effect its author in-
tended ; gnce, while it brought the divisions that now,
under the mansgement of Hyde and his friends, dis

! Clarendon slludes to them with his useal want of ingenuocsness,
¥ Men being thus disquieted ; and knowing lithle; and w0 doubting much ;
erery day seemed to them to produce & wew discovery, of some new treasan
and piot againat the kingdom, One day, ¥4 letter frem beyond seas, of
great forces prepared 1o invade Epgland ;™ her, of some F

pen the life of My. Pym." Vol ii. p. 24

141t was thia day ordered, that My. Pym being sued for tythe wood, shell
have the priviledge of parlisment,-and that Lewis Lushford and othere, the
solicitor and atiorney on the other side, be hereby enjoyned ¢o forbear to
prosecute, o1 further to proceed in that suit, 6T avy other that cobcerns the
said Mr. Pym."  (Nalron's Collections, vol 1. p. 393).
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tracted the commons themselves, to what might be called
the extreme point of difference ; it settled alao the terms
of the struggle, and the conditions of the victory, in
the great party contest now instantly impending. When
a great fight is to be fought for great results, it ie better
to take up position upon an extreme ground of certain
and defined principle, than on the half covered way of
pelicy. Pym recommended the upper house to consider
that ¢ the commous were the representative body of the
whole kingdom, while their lordships were but as
particular persons, and present in psrliament in a
particular capacity.”! The trimmers shrank from his
side at this ; but the trimmers were held of little value
by Pym and Hampden.
On the 22d of November their great measure was pre-
sented to the house by PymZ—their finalappeal to the na-
‘tion on bebalf of liberty agninst despotissn—the Grand
Remonstrance on the stale of the kingdom. It was &
¢ geverely elaborate " review of Charles’s misgovernment
in church and state, from the commencement of his
. Teign; it summed up all the grievances under which
the people had suffered in language of great energy and
power ; and it peinted out the redress already achieved,
and what still remained to be done. Great securitiea for
the people were yet to he struggled for ; and the patriots,
in directing their present appeal emphatically to the
people, exercised a wise and just policy of enlighlening
them, and guidiog them to the future, by severe reference
and warning to the past. By other means their object
must have failed of accomplishment. They did not
seruple to declare, frankly, ¢f that without a seasonable
care 10 disappoint some councils still entertained, all the
good acts which they had obtained were in danger of
being lost.” And stronger end plainer than this was
* 1 Nalson's Collections, vol H, p. 712 -

] Cl.urendon 3 Hul.nry, vul i p. 606. —restared text. Hiy words, thovgh
they convey , ere atriking :—** On Monday, the £2d of
Hovemtwer Lthe king being wilhit two miles of Lomdon), Mr, 3mhrw5ht
in the remonstrance, which was read; Aaving s direction o the o

Mention of the hoswae qurﬂ:,bukinguptm-mrmfm the
f commims Lo the peaple.™ 2
q
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their allusion to the lords ; that they had no hope of
settling the kingdom’s distractions, for want of = con-
carrence on the part of the upper hemse.
¢ What can we the commons do,” said the words
of the remonstrance itself, *¢ without the econjunction
of the honse of lards? And what eonjunction can we
expect there, where the bishope and recusant lords are so
pumervas and prevalent, that they are able to cross and
interrupt our best endeavours for reformation? They
have alreadyhindred the proceedings of divers good bills,
passed in the commons” house, concerning the reformation
of sundry great abuses and corruptiona both in chureh
end state.” One passage, memorable for its effect upon
the people, will illustrate the tone and purpose of the
statement of grievances. Referring to the dissolution of
. the third parliament, the remonstrunts proceed : — * The
privileges of parliament broken, by imprisoning divers
members of the house, detaining them close prisoners
for many months together, without the liberty of using
books, pen, ink, or paper ; denying them all the com-
forts of life, all means of preservation of heslth, not
permitting their wives to come unto them, even in time
of the irsicimens; and, for the compleating of that cruelty,
after years spent in much misersble durance, depriving
them of the necessary means of spiritusl consolation,
not suffering them to go ebrosd to enfoy God's ordi.
nances, in God's house, or God’s ministers to come to
them, to administer comfort unto them in their private
chambers; and, to keep them still in this oppressed
condition, not admitting them to be bailed according to
law, yet vexing them with informations in inferior
courts ; sentencing and floing some of them for matters
done in patliament, and extorting the payments of those
fines from them ; enforcing others to put in security for
good behaviour, befare they could be relepsed, The
imprisonment of the reat, who refused to be bound, etill
continued {which might have been perpetual, if necesdty
had not, the last year, brought another parliament to
relieve them), of whom one (sir John Eliot) died by
she cruelly and Marshness uf his imprizonment, wvhich
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would admit of no relaxation, nolwithstanding the im-
minent damger of iz life did sufficiendly appear by D
declaration of his physiciar ; and his releass, or at
Ieast his refroshmeht, was sought by many humbie pe.
titlons. AND HIS HLOOD STILL OBIES FOR VENGEANOE!
or repentance of those ministers of state, who at once
obstructed the conrse both of his majesty’s justice and
mercy I The document closed with a general petition
that the bishops should be deprived of their votes,
and that none should be entrusted with the public
affairs whom the parliament might not approve of.

A violent and Iong debate arose on its introduction.
The house had commenced its sitting at eight o’clock
in the moming; at twelve at noon the debate com-
menced ; at twelve at midnight the remonstrance waa
carried by a majority of eleven. Hampden then openly
didgclosed the purpese of the remonstrants by moving
that the remonstrance should he printed. Hyde op-
posed this with a counter motion ; denied the right of
the house of eommons to print any thing without the
eoncurrence of the peers !, {!} and ssserted for himeelf
the right of protesting against the vote of the majority.
In this he waa joined by several members, and a des-
perate effort was made to enter a formal protest of the
minority agrinst the decision of the house. The con-
flict of voices and of passions became tremendous, and
bloodshed, sir Philip Warwick says, wag like to have
ensued.  * We had catched at each other’s locks, and
sheathed our awords in each other's bowels, had not the
sagacity and great calmness of Mr. Hampden, by a short
speech, prevented it, and led us to defer our angry debate
until the next morning.” Meanwhile, at about two
o’ clock, Hampden's motion for the printing had been
carried; and now, at three in the morming, the house
adjourned. ’

Clarendon shall tell what occurred on the meeting of
the following day. Tt may serve to explain one of the

" Hiist, voL ii. p. 41 ‘The word *"never,” |a veplaced In this edition for Lhe
subsitoled “ seldom."
93
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reasons of his personal; no less than public, hatred of the
memory of Pym.  About three of the clock, when the
bouse met, Mr, Pym lamented the disorder of the
night before, which, be said, might probably have en-
gaged the house in blood, and had proceeded principally
from the offering a protestation, which had been mever
before offered in that house, and war a transgrestion
that ought to Be acverely exgmined, that mischief might
not result hereafter from tbat precedent. And there-
fore proposed, that the house would the next morning
enter upon that examination; and in the meantime,
men might recollect themselves, and they, who used to
take notes, might peruse their memorials ; 2hat the per-
sons who were fhe chief causers of the disorder might
be named, end defend themselves the best they could’;’
and with this resolution the house rose; the vexation
of the night before being vety visible in the looks and
countenance of mapy,” !

During this stormy and eventful scene the king was on
his way from Scotland, Me arrived on the 25th of
November, “ brooding in secret over his purposed ven-
geance on the popular leaders.”2 His first act was to
reward the deserters from the pecple. He made Falk-
“land secretary, and Colepepper chancellor of the exche-
quer, while Hyde proposed to waive office for himself
at present, on the ground that ‘¢ his services would be
more useful without it,” or, in other words, that he had
not yet lost the hope of secretly betraying the cause.
Charles’s next step was to remove the guards, which,
since the Scotch incident and the Irish rebellion, had
protected both houses. The commons strongly ob-
Jjected, and the king answered that his presence was a
sufficient protection !

On the 1st of December the grand remonstrance was
preseated to him at Hampten court. He evaded an
immediate answer, and promised to send one. The
commons at once published the remonstrance, ** cone

b History, vol. IL p. 45, 46
. % History from Macin'zuuh. volL v, p. 284
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trary,” says Whitelocke!, ¢ to the king's desire, and
before his answer made to it.” In a few days, how-
ever, an answer, secretly dmmwn up by Hyde?, was
made public in the name of Charles. Every thing was
rushing to a crisis,

A bill now depended in the lower house for raising
soldiers by impressment, Charles suddenly intimated
that he should pasa it only with an express saving of
his prerogative, and added, that he was ** little behold-
ing to him, whoever at thie time began this dispute.”
Pym at once proceeded to the house of lords, at the
head of a conference, and proposed the following reso-
Jutions : —* It is our opinion, that the privileges of
parliament are broken, 1. By his majesty’s taking no-
tice of the hill for pressing, it being in agitation in both
houses, and not agreed on. 2. In Lhat his mejesty
sheuld propound a limitation and provisional clause to
be added 1o the bill, before it was presented to him by
the consent of both houses. 3. In that hie majesty did
exyresa bis displeasure against some persons, for matters
moved or debated in parliament, during the debate and
preparation of that bill. 4. That a declaratory pro-
testation be entered into, by both houses, for the claim
of these privileges and liberties ; and that a petitionary
remonetrance be drawn up and presented to his majesty,
about them,” A * humble petition” was immediately
presented, embodying the stern request, that < he (the
king) ghould take notice that the privilege of parliament
was broken, and to desire him that it may not be done so
any more bereafter.” Charles made an “"ample apalogy.”

The remonstrance meanwhile was doing ita work
among the people, and the popular discontents against
the bishops were loudly heard3 Upon this Williams,

! Memorials, p, 48,

. 2 Copsult the restored text of the History.

3 Clarendon says, that the temporel peets had become equelly objecta of
pepular odium.  Andg he proceeds to say, but without any suthority of tha
Teports or Journals to bear him out, * Hereupon the lords sent to the
house of commons, and many membera of that heuse complained, ' that
they rould not come with safety to the houser; and that some of them had

been amaulted, andvery ill entreated, by those that crowded about thgt
door. But this conference could not be preocured ; the debate being atill
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who had recently msde his peace with Charles, and
succeeded to the archbishoprie of York, committed that
act, which, eonsidered as a rashness, was such a strange
departure from his character ; but, viewed a3 a first
step to the king’s cherished purpese of revoking all that
had been done in the past year, on the ground that the
parlisment had not been free, was in perfect keeping
with the huge intrigue of hia life, He drew up a de-
claration, and prevailed with eleven other prelates to
join him in it, to the effect that the bishope could ne
longer, without danger to their lives, sitend their dary
in parliament, and that they therefore protested against
the validity of any votes or resolutions of the house of
lords-during their absence, This was delivered by the
lord keeper, and heard with extreme resentment, The
lords treated it as & breach of privilege, and communi-
cated with the commons ; when the latter, after a de-
bate with closed doors, impeached the twelve bishops of
high treason. On the 80th of December they ap-
peared ma culprits on their knees at the bar of the upper
house, Ten were committed to the tower, and two, on
the seore of age and infirmity, to the vsher of the black

Thus closed 1641, the most eventful year of the
Englich history, and upon the first day of 1642 hlood
was shed. A dissolute royalist officer drew his sword at
Woestminster, and, inventing a term which afterwarde
became very famous, threatened death to * the round-
heads who bawled againet the bishops.” Colonel Luns-
ford, too, who had been appointed to the tower by
Charles, in defiance of the wishes of the commons, drew
his swerd upon the populace ; several of his friends
followed his example ; and ‘some of the citizens were
wounded, while one, sir Richard Wiseman, was killed.

gut off to somae olher time; after several speeches bad been mede in juzeel.

cation of them, and commendation of their affections: some aaying,

* they must not discourage their friends, this belng a time they must make
use of all friends; ' Mr. Pym hirwell saying, ' forbid the house of
eommons should procesd, in any way, to dishearien people to obdaln their
unt desires io auch a way.”? History af the Bebellica, vol. i p. 87,
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The next scene took place in the house of commons.
The question of a guard was again debated, with halberts
in the house for their defence, FPym had presented to
the lords the following condensed and most signifieant
satement of reasons for the protection claimed. * The
great number of disorderly, suspicious, and desperate
pereona, especially of the Irish nation, lurking in ob.
scure allies and victuelling-houses, in the suburba, and
other places near London and Westminster. The
Jealonsy conceived upon discovery of the design in Beot-
land, for the surpriaing of the persons of divers nobility
and members of the parliament there ; which had been
spoken of here, some few days before it broke out, not
without some twhispering intimation, that the like war
tnzended against divers persons of both Aouses ; which
found the more credit, by reason of the former atiempts
of bringing up the army, to disturb and inforce this
parliament. The conspirsey in Ireland, maneged with
80 much pecrecy, that, but for the happy discovery ut
Dublin, it had been executed in all parts of the king-
dom, upon one and the same day, or soon after; and
that some of the chief conspirators did profess, that the
hike course was intended in England and Scotland ;
which being found in some degree true in Scotlend,
seemed the more probable to be likewise designed for
England. Divers advertisemnents heyond the ses, which
came over about the same time, * That there should be a
great alteration of religion in England in e few days ;
end that the mecks of both the parliaments should be
broken.! Divers examinations of dangercus speeches
of some of the popish end diecontented party in this
kingdom. The pecret meetings and comsultations of
the papists, in several parts: their frequent devotions
for the proaperity of some great design in hand, These
several coneiderstions do move.the parliament to desire a
guard ; which for the moat part should be under the
gommand of the ear] of Esmex : and they do conceive
that there is just eause to apprehend, thet there is some
wicked apd mischievous prectice, to interrupt the peace-
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sble proceedings of the parliament, still in hand : for
preventing whereof, it ia fit the guard should be con-
tinued under the same command, or such other as they
ghould choose: bmt, to have it under the command
of any other, not chosen by themeelves, they can by
Do means comsent to; and will rather run any hazard,
than sdmit of 8 precedent so dangerous, both to this
and future parlisments. And they humbly leave it to
hiz majesty, to consider, whether it will not be fit, to
suffer his high court of perliement to enjoy that
privilege of providing for their own safety, which waa
never denied other inferior courts: and that he will
be pleased gracioualy to believe, that they cannot thiok
themselves safe under any gusrd, of which they shall
not be assured, thet it will be as faithful in defendiog
his majeaty’s safety as their own ; whereof they shall
always be more careful than of their own.” Aod nDow
Pym rose to add additional reasons, drawn from the
recent prscnces and menaces of the English * ma-
- lignant party.”

The house of commons was still in debate the
8d of January, 1642 — when Hetbert, the attorney
general, appeared at the clerks’ table of the house of
lords, and seid, that “ the king had commanded him
to tell their lordships that great and treasonable designs
and practices againat him and the state had come to his
mejestie’s knowledge ; for which the king had given him
command to accuse, and he did aceuse, the lord Kim-
bolton, Mr. Pym, Mr, Hampden, Mr, Hollis, sir Arthur

- Hazelrigge, and Mr, Strode, of high treason.” He then
read the articles, which auﬂiclently indicate how the blow
would have been followed up, in case it had succeeded
thus far.

They were couched in these words: — % First, That
they have traitoroualy endeavoured to subvert the funda-
mental laws and government of this kingdom, and de-
prive the king of his regal power, and place in the .
subjects an arbitrary and tyrannical power. Becound.
That they have traitorously endeavoured, by maoy foul
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pspersions upon his majesty and his government, to
alienate the affections of his people, and to make his
mujesty odioud to them, Third. That they have en-
deavoured to draw his majesty’s late army to die-
obedience to his majesty’s commands, end to eide
with them in their traiterous designs. Fourth, That
they have traiterously invited and encouraged a foreign
power to invade his majésty’s kingdom of England.
Fifth. That they have traiterously endeavoured to sub-
vert the rights end very being of parliaments. Bixth,
That for the completing of their dangerous projects
they have endeavoured, as far as in them lay, by foree
and terror, to compel the parliament to join with them
in their traitorous designs ; and to that end, have actually
raised and countenanced tumults against the king and
parliament. Seventh. That they have traitomusly con-
spired to levy, end actually have levied, war againat the
king.” Herbert added a desire on the part of hie
majesty, ¢ First, That a select committee, under & com-
mand of secrecy, may be appointed to take the ex-
emination of such witnesses aa the king will produce in
this business, as formerly hath been done in cases of
like nature, according to the justice of this house.
Becond. Liberty to add and alter if there sbould be cause.
Third, That their lordships would take care for the
gecuring of the persons, as in justice there should be
cause.”

Had this monstrous attempt of tyranny ended here,
it would have stood a lasting evidence of the perfidy
and folly of the king. The oldest rights of the subject
were insolently violated by it. The attorsey general
had not a shadow of right to impeach Pym or Hamp-
den, any more than the bouse of lords had the right
to try them. The ouly moede of legal trial, upon such
a suit preferred by the king, was by a petty jury on &
bill found by a grand jury. But thus far we have only
seen the beginning of the end !

The lower house were told of the attempi againet
them by d4 messsge from the lords; and in the same



286 DRITISH MTATRAMEN,

moment heard that persons were sealing up the trunks,
papers, and lodgings of the sccused members. They
sent the speaker’s warrant on the instant, to break the
seals and apprehend the persons by whom they were
pat on; ordered at the same tige that any members
upon whom similar seizires were attempted should
stand opon their defence ; and finally desired an imme-
diate conference with the lords, &8 parties interested no
less than themselvea.

Mr. Francis, serjeant at amms, having been mesn-
while admitted without his mace, delivered the follow.
ing message to the howse : —“ I am commanded by the
king's majesty, my master, upon my allegiance, thatjl
should come and repair to the house of commons, where
Mr, Spesker is; and there to require of Mr, Bpeaker
fite gentlernen, members of the house of commons, and
that these gentlemen being delivered, I am commanded
to arrest them, in his majesty’s reme, of high treason.
Their names are, Mr, Pym, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Hollis,
gir A, Hazlerig, and Mr. William Strode.” The houae
sent a deputation to the king in reply, eaying, that the
matier was too eerious to be decided without consider-
ation, but that the sccnsed would be ready to spawer
any legal charge. Pym and Hampden were present at
the moment, and the speeker, in the nsme of the house,
formally requented them to attend, with the other three
members, on the morning of the following day.!

The. scene must now change, early on the morning
of the 4th of January, to the king’s apartments at
Whitehall ; for a page of the secret history of this me-
morable event hes recently been opened to us.

The project of seiging the accused members in per-
son, from within the walls of the louse, was, prohebly,
Charles’s own, but had certainly been canvassed ear-
nestly with the queen till'lste on the preceding night.
From a curious manunscript aceonnt, left by sir W, Coke

* 1 Journals of Lbe Commeny, In the eftmrnoon of che 4cth, there is a me-

morandura entered, that ail the ﬂve memnbers, aformemlomd,d\d appear
in the bouse, % to'yes ]
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of Norfalk, to Mr, Ancheti]l Grey, it would then appear
that the king, apprehensive of the hazard of the attempt
that had been agreed on at wight, went the next morn.
ing to the queen’s apariment, and finding Carlisle with
her majeaty, he retired with the latter into her closet, and
there discoursed with her sbout the consequence of the
design, urged many reasons againat it, and expressed a
resolution not to put it into execution; upon which
the queen could no longer contain, but broke into these
angry and pasaionate words: —* dlez ! poltron ! €9
pull these rogues out by the ears, ou ng me revoyer jas
mais!" ! The kingleft the room. Madame de Motte-
. ville suppliea the sequel in describing the queen, while
waiting with vielent impatience, rejoined by lady Car-
lisle. ¢ She was impatiently,” says that celebrated
goseip and wadting-woman, * awaiting news from the
house ; at length, thinking that the hour was past, and
the stroke made or miesed, she maid to lady Carlidle,
* Rejoice ! for T hope (hat the king is now manter in hia
states, and such and such are in eustody.” Lady Car-
ligle iminedistely sent intelligence to Mr, Pym, where it
arrived in time, - The queen owned her indiseretion,
with great penitence, to her husb and, whoforgave her.”?

Pymo, Hampden, and the other members, were in
their places in the house of commons very early on the
4th of Japuary; and as soon as pruyers were sald,
Pymd had risen, and addremsed the spesker on the
artecles of impeachment presented aguinst bim)the
day belore hy the kings attorney. The clearness, force,
and beauty of his speech will be felt by all. * What,"
we may gay with Aechines, “ what if we had heard
him !J‘!

¢ Mr. Speaker, these articles of high treason, ex-
hibited by his mafesty againet me, and the other
gentlemen in the accusation charged with the same

1 Bir Arthur Hazelrlg himself, 'n an sccount he gava of this afflr,

in
Cromwell's parliament of 1658, um theae, worde in - Hiu account s
Woose, but fair corrowmEling evidence on the wh Bep p0me eXlracis
from his speech in Apperdis, D.

1 Margure, p. 435
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crime, are of great comsequemce and much damage to
the state. The articles in themselves, if proved, are,
according to the laws of the land, high treason.

“ First To endeavour to subvert ths fundamental
daws of the land, s, by this present parliament, in the earl
of Strafford’s case, adjudged high treason. Secondly, to
endeavour to introduce into this kingdom an arbitrary
and tyrannical form of government, is likewise voted
high treason, Thirdly, to raise an army to compel the
parliament to mmake and enact laws, without their free
votes and willing proceedings in the same, is high
treason. Fourthly, to invite a foreign force to invade
this land, to favour our designs agitated against the Ling
and state, is high tresson. Fifthly, to animate and
encournge rictous assemblies and tumults sbout the
parliament, 10 compel the king to assent to votes of the
house, is treason. Sixthly, to cast aspersions upon his
majesty and bis government, to elienate the affections
of his people, and to make his majesty odicus unto them,
is treaspn, Seventhly, to endeavour to draw his
majesty’s army into dicobedience, and to side with us in
our deeigns, if againet the king, is treason.

1 desire, Mr, Speaker, the favour of this house to
clear myeelf, concerning this charge, I shall only
paralle]l and similize my actons, eince the sitting
of this parliament, with these articles.

“ First, Mr. Speaker, If to vote with the parliament,
as 2 member of the house, wherein all our votes ought
1o be free (it being one of the greatest privileges thereaf
to have our debates, ilisputes, and arguments in the
same unquestionable), be to endeavour to mbvert the
fundsmenial laws; then I am guilty of the first
article, ' oo :

 Secondly. If to agree snd consent with the whole

tate of the kingdom, hy veie, to ordain and make laws

for the good government of his majesty’s subjects, in
peace and dutiful obedience to their lawful sovereign, be
o introduce an- arhitrary and tyrannical form of
government iz the slate ; then am I guilty of this
article.
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¢ Thirdly. If to consent, by vote with theparliament,
to raise a guard, or train'd band, to seeure and defend
the persons of the membere thereof, being invironed and
beset with many dangers in the absence of the king ;
and, by vot¢ with the house, in willing nbedience to the
roysal command of his majesty, at his return, be actually
to-levy arms against the king ; then am I guilty of this
article.

“ Fourthly, If to join with the parliament of Eng-

lend, by free vote, to crave brotherly assistance from
Seotland (kingdoms both under obedience to one
sovereign, both his loyal subjects) to suppress the
tebellion in Ireland, which lies gasping every day in
danger to be lost from his majesty’s subjection, be to
invite and encourage s foreign power to invade this
kingdom ; then am I guilty of high treason.
_ *“Fifthly. If to agree with the greatest and wisest
council of stete, to suppress unlawful tumuolts and
riotous assemblies ; Lo agree with the house, by vote, to
all orders, edicts, and declarstions for their repelling, be
to raipe and countenance them in their unlawful actions ;
then am I guilty of this article.

¢ Bixtbly. 1If, by free vote, to join with the parlia~
ment in publishing of & remonstrance ; in eetting forth
declarations against delinquents in the stete]; against in-
cendiaries between his miajesty and his kingdom ;
against ill counsellors which labour to avert his majesty's
affecdon from parliament; agninst these [l-affected
bishops that have innovated our religion — oppressed
painful, learned, and godly ministers, with vexatious
suita and. molestations in their unjust courts — by cruel
sentences of pillory and cutting off their ears — by great
fines, banishments, sud perpetual imprisonments : — if
thig, Mr. Speaker, be to cast aspersions upon his majesty
end his government, and to alienate the hearts of His
loyal subjects, good protestants and well affected in
religion, from their due chedience to bis royal majesty ;
then am I guilty also of this srticle.

* Seventhly. If to consent, by vote with the parlia-
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ment, to put forth proclamations, or to send declarations
to his mujesty's army, to animate and encourage the
seme to his loyal obedienee ; to give s0 many subsidies,
and rauise eo many great sums of money, willingly, for
their keeping on foot to serve his majesty upon his
royal command, on any occasion ; to apprehend and
attack, as delinquents, such persons in the same as are
digaffected both to his macred person, his crown and
dignity ; to his wise and great counsel of parlizsment ;
to the true and orthedox doctrine of the church of
Epgland, and the true religion, grounded on the doe-
trine of Christ himself, and established and confirmed
by many acta of parliament in the reigns of king Henry
VIiI, king Edward VL., queen Elizabeth, and king
James, of blessed memory : — if this, Mr. Speaker, be
to draw his majesty’s army into disebedience, end siding
with us in our deaigns; then am I guilty of this
article.

“ Now, Mr. Bpesker, hiaving given you a touch con-
cerning these articlen ; compering them with my actions
ever aigee I had the honour to sit in this house as a
member thereof ; I Lumbly crave your coneideration
and favourable judgment of them, not deubtng —
they being weighed in the even scales of your wisdom —
I shall be found innocent and clerr from these crimes
laid to my charge.”

Nor, in the triumph of this masterly self-vindication,
did Pym forget the higher duty which then waited upon
his position as leader of the house — upon hin virtue —
and on his never-quailing conrage, As the members ex.
pected him to resume his sent, he gravely and earnesdy,
amnid loud cheering {rom varions quarters, added these
words : — '

* 4 Mr. Speaker, T humbly crave your further patience,
to speak somewhat concerning the exhibiting of this
charge ; which is to offer to yoyr consideration thése
questions, viz. Firat, ehether fo arhibit articles of
high treason by his majesty's own hands in this Aouse,
agrees with the rights and privilages theregf ¥ Becondly,
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whether for a guard armed to come into the parliament
to accuse any of the members thereof, be not a hreach
of tha privilege of parliament * Thirdly, whether any
of the members of parliament, being so accused, may
be commyitted upon such sccusaton, without the whole
consent #  Fourthly, whether a parliement hath not
privilege to bail any member w0 accused ?  Fifthly
ond lestly, whether, if any of the members of parlia.
men b0 charged, and by the homse discharged, without
release fromn his majesty, may still sit in the honse as
nrembere of the same #

“ And thus, Mr. Bpeaker, I humbly crave pardon for
my presumption in so far troubling this honoursble
house, desiring their favourable consideration of all my
actions ; and that I may have puch triel es to this wise
council shnll eeem meet ; — chearfully submitting myself
and sctions to the righteous judgment of the same.”

The restof the accused members afterwards rose suc-
cemively, and refuted the alleged charges aguinst them-—
salves. The dinner hour's adjournment then -took
place; and the house had scarcely resumed when,
between three and four o'clock, Pym received lady
Carliale’s intelligence, and at once stated it to the bouse.
The five members were requested to withdraw, to avoid
the hloodshed which it was felt would be the neceseary
consequence of their remaining; end after some diffi.
culty they did #0. Then the bouse, having ordered Mr.
Bpeaker to keep his seat, with the mace lying before
him, awaited in awful silence the approach of their
strange and unweleome visitor.!®

A loud knock threw open the door; a ruch as of
many arned men was heard ; end above it the voice of
Charles, commanding  upon their lives not to come
in.”? He entered the moment after, accompanied only

" 1 The mmequent enley on the Journals 4 slmply this: = * Jan. 4,
'I‘hel kicg came inth the bouss of commons and tpok Mr. Spe er’l

“Gult]ﬂmen, I »m aoery to Lave thls occaalon to come unto you, ¥ 4 ¥ 2

“ Rasolved, apon the question, that the house shall sdjourn jteell $( .
momow mue of the clock™

* ¥erney's pencil aotes,

VoL, 11L B
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by his nephew, the prince palatine ; and as he advanced
up to the chair — uncovering himself, and the members
standing wp ubcovered —he darted a look ““ on the
right band, near the bar of the house, where Mr. Pym
used to sit; but not seeing him there (knowirg kim
well), wentup to the chair.,”! Thie the speaker yielded
to him, but he continued atanding on the step. Again
his eye glanced round — searching once more for the
portly person of the popular leader. The multirude of
faces that met his own, and the gullen and awful ailence
that prevailed, confused him, He spoke at last, but in
a subdued tone, and with an abruptness which made
raove evident than usual the painful defect in his
enunciation. He essured them hastily, *“ that no king
that ever wes in England should he more careful of
their privilegen; but in case of treagon, he held that no
person hath a privilege.” He took ¢ this occasion
again to confirm, that whatever he had done in favour
and for the good of his subjects he would maintain,”
Then again, © he called Mr, Pym by name.” 2 — None
answered., He asked the speaker if he was in the house,
Lenthall, inapired by the greatness of the occasiom,
kneeled, and desired him Lo excuse his answer, for  in
this place I have neither eyes to see nor tongue to speak,
but as ihe house is pleased to direct me, whose servant
Iam.” ¢ The birds then are flown'!” said Charles,
passionately,; and, abruptly insisting that the accused
members Toust be sent to him, or * he must take his
own course,’” left the place where he stood, ** pulling off
his hat till he came to the door.”® A low and ominous
murmur of * privilege! privilege ! sounded in his
ears a8 he retired. His hired and twmultuons bands of
bravoes, who, while he was in the house, had been
waiting in the lobby for ¢ the word,” cocking their
pistols, and crying  Fall on,”t now followed him

L Rushworlh
* ¥ Yerneys pencll noten, Hallam, wal 1L p 172 3 Thid

& The followin, 2 is Laken fiom the subsequent < declaration ™ af
the commons. * It ebd fully appear, that many soldier, papista and others,
ta the pumber of about 50, carme with his maj, on the £Lh instant,
to the wabd house of commons, srmed with swords, ls, and other

weapend ; and divers of them prosed to the door of the sald hause, thuast
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shouting to Whitehall; from whenee he issued s
proclamation, in the course of that night, directing that
the ports should he stopped, end that no person should,
at his peril, venture Lo harbour the accuged members.

During the whole of this extraordinery and unparal-
leled sceme, one person ouly sat quiet and unmoved.
This was Rushworth, the celebrated historical collector,
then asasistant clerk to the coromons. I will here sub-
join the account which he has left, since it is remark-
able for many reasona ; and not least for containing the
very words that were spoken by Cherles and Lenthall,
and which the indefatigable clerk coolly wrote down as
they broke upon the terrible silence. The closing para-
graph carries us, too, a step beyond the sketch given
above ; which is taken, it should be added, in the points
of difference or addition to Rusworth, from the pencil
notes of air Ralph Verney, who was also in the house at
the time, '

*“When the flve accused members came this day,
after dioner, into the house, they Were DO 800ner sat in
their places, but the bouse was informed by‘one captain
Langrish, lately an offleer in arme in France, that he
came from among the officers and soldiers at Whitehall ;

Siaame shasritaiis:
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end, understanding by them that his majesty was
eoming with a guard of military men, commeanders and
soldiers, to the house of commons, be passed by them,
with pome difficulty, to get to the house before them,
and sent in word how near the said officers and soldiers
were come, Whereupon, & certain member of the
house ! having also private intimation from the counless
of Carlinle, pister to the earl of Northumberland, that
endeavours would be used this day to apprehend the five
members, the house required the flve members to de-
part the house forthwith, to the end to avoid combus-
tion in the house, if the said soldiers should use vio-
lence to pull any of them cut, To which commend of
the house four of the asid members yielded ready
obedience ; but Mr. Strode was obetinate, till sir Wal-
ter Earle (his antient acquaintance) pulled him out hy
force ; the king being at that time entering into the
new palace-yard, in Westminster, And as his majesty
came through Westminster hall, the coromanders, re-
formadoes, &c., that attended Lim, made a lane on both
pides the hall through which his majesty passed, and
came up the stairs to the house of commons, and stood
before the guard of pensiomera and halberteers, who
also attended the king's person; and the door of the
house of commons being thrown open, his majesty en-
tered the house, and as he passed up towards the chair,
he cast his eye on the right hand, nesr the bar of the
house, where Mr. Pym used to sit ; but his majesty,
not seeing him there (knowing him well), went up to
the chsir, and said, By your leave, Mr. Speaker, I
must borrow your chair alittle.” Whereupon the speaker
eame gut of the chair, snd his mejesty stepp’d up
into it. After he had staid in the chair awhile, he cant
his eye upon the members as they stood up uncovered,
but could not discern any of the five members to be
there ; nor, indeed, were they easy to be discerned, had

1 There seems &
]

it of deli;acy here implied, an 1f the' amistant
clerk dld not car
Carlisle.

50
W announce pubtlely Pyut's compection with Lady
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they been there, among g0 meny bare faces all standing
up together.

““ Then his majesty made this speech. * Gentlemen,
I am sorry for this occasion of coming unto your, Yes-
terday 1 sent a serjeant at arms upon a very important
occasion, to apprehend some ahat, by my commeand,
were accused of high treason; whereunto I did expect
obedience, and not a message. And I muat deelare unto
you here, that albeit o king that ever waa in England
shall be more careful of your privileges, to maintsin
them to the nttermost of hin power, then I ehall be;
yet you must know that in cases of treseon no person
hath a privilege. And therefore I am come to know if
any of these persons that were accused are here. For
I must tell you, gentlemen, that so0 long an these persons
that I have aceused, for no elight crime, but for treason,
are here, I cannot expect that this honse will be in the
right way that I do heartily wish it. Therefore I am
come to tell you, that I must have them wheresoever I
find them.—Well, gince I see all the birds are flown,
X do expeet from you thet you will send them unto me
ag soon aathey return hither. But I asgure you, on
the word of a king, I never did intend any foree, but
shall proceed against them in a legal and fhir way,
for I never meant any other.—And now, since I pee I
cannot do what I came for, I think this no unfit ocea-
gion to repeat what I have said formerly, that whateo-
ever [ have done in favour and to the good of my
subjects, I do mean to maintain it I will trouble you
no more but tell yon, I do expect, as soon sa they come
to the house, you will send them to me ; otherwise I
must take my own course to find them.’

““ When the king was looking about the house, the
gpeaker stznding below by the chair, bis majesty asked
him whether any of these persons were in the bouse?
whether he saw apy of them? and where they were ?
To which the speaker, falling on his knee, thus an-
-awered :-—¢ May it please your majeaty, I have neither

B 3
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eyes to gee Dot tongue to speak in this place, but a3 the
house is pleased to direct me, whose servant I am here ;
and humbly beg your majesty’s pardon that I canmot
give any other answer than this to what your majesty
is pleased to demand of me.)

“ The king, having concluded hie speech, went out
of the house again ; which wes in great disorder, and
many members cried ont aloud, so a3 he might hear
them, Privilege! privilege! and forthwith adjourned
till the next day at one o'clock.

“ The sgme evening his majesty sent James Max-
well, usher of the house of peers, to the house of com-
mons, to require Mr. Rushworth, the clerk assistant,
whom his majesty had observed to take his speech in
characterr, at the table in the house, to come to his
myjesty ; And when Maxwell brought him to the
king, his majesty commanded him to give him a copy
of his apeech in the house. Mr. Rushworth humbly
besought hiz majesty (hoping for an excuse) to call to
mind how Mr. Francis Nevil, a Yorkshire member of
the house of commons, was committed to the tower, for
telling his majesty what words were spoken in the house
by Mr. Henry Bellasis, son to the lord Fauconberg ; to
whom his majesty smartly replied, ‘I do not ask you
to tell me what was said by any member of the house,
but what I said myself:’ whereuponthe readily gave obe-
dience to his majesty’s command, ‘and in his majesty’s
presence, in the mom called the jewel-house, he tram=
gcrib’d his majesty’s speech out of his characters, his
majesty staying in the rpom all the while, and then
and there presented the aame to the king; which his
majesty was plessed to command to be sent speedily
to the press, and the next moming it came forth in
print.”’!

Pym, Hampden, Hollis, Hazelrig, and Stroude bad
taken refuge in Coleman-street, in the city, The city, it
bas been well ohserved, wag at this time the faatness of
public liberty, and ““a place of st least as much import-

' Rushworll's Callections, val. iv. p. 477, 478,
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ance as Parie during the French revolution.l" Instead of
being, a3 now, a huge collection of immense warehouses
and counting-houses, frequented by clerka and traders dur-
ing the day, and left almest deserted during night, it was
then “ closely inhabited by 300,000 persons, to whom
it was & place of constant residence,” and who had as
complete & ¢ivil and military organisation as if it bad been
an independent republic. The troops they afterwards
furnished turned the tide of many an action at the open-
ing of the civil war. The muniripal offices were filled
by the most opulent and respectahlemerchants of the king-
dom, and ¢ the pomp of the magistracy of the capital was
second only to that which surrounded the person of the
sovereign.”  Finally, the numbers, the intelligence, the
wealth of the citizens, the democratic form of their local
government, that had educated them to notions of
liberty, and their vicinity to the court and to the parlia~
ment, made them * one of the most formidable bodies
in the kingdom.”

Into the ity Charles procecded on the following
mormning, in search of the flve members, He was re-
ceived with roarked signs of discontent. The multitude
cried aloud, * Privileges of patliament! privileges of
parliament ! “ and one of them, more zealous than the
rest, flung into the window of hia carriage a paper, on
which was written the famous words of the ten tribes,
when they forsook the foolish and wantonly tyranmical
Rehoboarn —  T'o your tents, O Israel! ¥ Meanwhile
the houses, the purses, the pikes of the citizens, were
freely placed at the command of the commons, They
kept thernselves all night in arms; and on the following
day all signs of business were suspended, the shops
closed, and the sireets thronged. A committee had been
appeinted to ait in the city, for investigating the out-
rage ; a deputstion of the common council welcomed its
members ; several of the balls of the companies (then
formidable clans) were offered for ita eittings ; guards

i Sce a briiliant artlcle on lord Nugent's Memorlals of Hampden, io the
burgh Heview.
. B 4
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were furnished in abundance ; and the sherifis watched
over the safety of Pym and his friends, and conducted
them to and from the committee with every mark of
onour,

Nor was this all. While four thoumand Buckingham-
shire men rode up from their county to watch over the
safety of Hampden, an immense body of the common
people assembled to ¢ defend Mr. Pym.” From s cu~
rious pamphlet, to which reference has already besn
made !, I find that & petition end defence of Pym was
on this occexion drawn up by these faithful and strong
friends, and mesunt for presentation to the king, Whether
it was ever so presented, I canpot escertain ; but some
extracts, which have not yet found a place in any re-
cord of the time, are appropriate abd interesting.

Whaiving any allusion to the other members accused,
the petitioners oonfine themepelven to the alleged guilt of
Pym. " Wee doe unanimously suppose,” they eay,
 that your majesty hath been either misinformed, or
elae suggested by some meliclous persons who are ill
affected te the said Mr. Pym; the man we have ex-
perimentally found to be a chief pillar of religion ; who,
when the pure sanctitie thereof had sunck too low into
the vault of heresie in the late tarbulent times, and when
it almost languished in so dissstroms & manner, was the
chiefest supporter thereof, and did alwayes study with
careful vigilancie to erect, and elevale the sarme.” Agin,
adverting to the frst article, “ that Mr. Pym hath
traiterously endeavoured to mubvert the fundamentall
lawes and govermment of England,” the following re-
mark is made : — * this seemes contrary, in regard that
bee eolely did alwayes oppese any man, whom hee either
found or could muepect guilty of the same crime, and
bath Isboured rather to ratifie and confirme the funde-
mentall lawes, than either sabvert or confeound the same.
For in his diurnall speeches in the padisment was
alwayes specified his reall intent, in the institution, and

e p. 128 of the present vn‘lmm, malr, “The commobs’ petitan Wb
l.he Ling."
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not dimimition or eubverson of mny lew, which was
not detrimentall to the safety and prosperity of this
kingdome.” The allegations in the fourth and Afth
srticles are spEwered thus ; — % It is declared, that he
hath traytorously invitsd and incouraged s forreine
power W invade his majestie's kngdome of England,
To this your petitioners dare boldly say, that this nefa-
Tiows invitation and incouragement of a forreine power
wua never wndertooke by him ; for he hath bin very
vigilant to preserve and defend this kingdome, in aa
great fortification a8 possibly might be, to the florishing
promperity of this whole realme, And, therefore, he
hath oftentimes expressed his affection towardn the safety
of this nation, and of atronger forcem that should be
raised, to keep cut any forreine enemy or power, least
peradventure, they stoale upon us vnawares. In the
fifth article he is impeached thos:.— That hee hath
traytorously indeavoured to subvert the rights and very
being of parliaments. To this wee mey anewer with
great facility, — Hee was the chiefe canse that this par-
diament wos azeembled, and it seems very incongraous
that he should subvert the sume. Moreover, he is the
solc man that stands for the antient rights and libertien
of the patliaments, and it seemes u etupendious thing
that bee should cenfound the same. In this respect your
‘petitioners dare speak with confidenoe, that there was
not one man in the perisnent house who did stand
mare strongly for the rights of parliament than Mr. Fym

What need 0 pureue this subject farther? The
boose of commons, having declared the king's < warlike
emrance” a gross breach of privilege, and his procls-
mation of the flve members ag-traftors & * false, scan-
dalous, and illegal paper,” eompleted their open deflance
of Charles by adjourning till the 11th of January, and
ordering the accused members on that day to attend in
“their places at Westmigster, and teeume their puhlic
duties. Charles sought to effect & compromise ;- offered
& * free pardon ;*' and asid he found now * good cause
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wholly to desert any prosecution ; "— but it was too
late, The resolute determination of the commons, the
proceedings which were afterwards taken to dare the nt-
most investigation ; and, finally, the punishment of the
king's attorney, belong to histary,

The 11th of January was a brilliant day, snd the
thames appeared covered with boats, and its bridges and
banks crowded with spectators. Armed vessels, and
barges manned by sailors and carrying ordnance with
matches lighted, attended the embarkation of the sheriffs,
with a portion of the city guard, Two brilliant lines of
flagz and colours ranged themselves from London bridge
to Westminster hall ; and through these, Pym and
Hampden and their friends, in a vessel manned by
sailors who had valunteered their services, returned to
the seene of their dangers and glories. A further division
of the train-bands of the city Lad meanwhile marched
up the Strand, attended by vast crowds of shouting
people, for the purpose of guarding the avenues to the
house of commons; and as the patriots landed, the
enthusiastic applauses of the multitude, outringing the
clattering discharges of ordhance, followed them in
their passage to the lobby. Pym rose immediately
after tking his old seat, and fervently thanked the cit-
zene of London, Hampden, Hollis, Hazlerig, and
Stroude stood uncovered while Pym epoke. In con-
clusion the sheriffs were thanked by an unanimous vote
of the house, and orders given that a guard, selected
from the train-banda of the city, * should attend daily
to watch over the safety of the parliament.”

Late on the night befare this public triumph, the
king, his queen, and their children, left London and
proceeded to Hampton Court, When Charles returned
again, he returned a prisoner.

The crisis had now arrived, and the last appesl alone
was wailed for. Clarendon says that Pym and Hemp-
den returned to their places in parliament, altered and
flercer men. Fiercer they probably were; but they
were not altered, The times had changed, not they.
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Their hopes of any intermediate reconciliation were
now for ever hlasted ; and it was clear that ne mutual
terma could be held again until cne of the parties had
thoroughly subdued the other.

The commons pursued their measures with singular
energy. Major-general Skippon was pleced, with &
sufficient guard, over the Tower; and & memorahle
order was at once issued, that lord Newport, master-
general of the ordnance, and sir John Byron, licutenant
of the Tower, should suffer no removal of ordnance or
ammunition * without the king’s authority eignified by
both houses of parliament,” Goring was sent to hold
Portsmouth under the same suthority, and sir John
Hotham to Hull. The king remained irresolute wnd
inactive meanwhile.

The commons wanted money beyond all things, and
now negotiated a loan with the city. The authorities, by
petition, declined lending, except upon certain condi-
tions, which they delivered in the form of twelve specific
grievances to be at once redressed. These conditions
are supposed w have been the suggestion of Pym. The
commons instantly desired a conference with the lords
tespecting this London petition, and divers others of a
similar character from the counties of Middlesex, Essex,
and Hertford. Pym managed the conference, and the
speech he delivered there is a masterpiece of eloquence ;
golid, concise, and vigorous, nervous and simple. It
may remain, with the language itself, an everlasting
- evidence of the wisdom and courage of the crator.

* My lords, I am commanded by the knights, citizens,
and burgeases, assembled for the commons in parlia-
ment, to present to your lordships divers petitions,
which they have received from several parts, concerning
the state of the kingdom ; ~— whereunto they are chiefly
moved by that constant affection which they have
always expressed, of maintaining & firm union and good
correspondence with your lordeships ; wherein they
have ever found much advantage and contentment, but
pever. held it more important and necessary than at this
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time, when the wisdom and resolution of parlisment
* have as many grest dangers and difficultes to pass
through as ever heretofore.

 We-are united in the public trust, which is derived
from the commonwesnlth, in the common duty and
obligation whereby God doth bind us to the discharge
of that trust; —- and the commons desire to impart
to your lordships whatsoever information or intelligence,
whatsoever encouragement or assistance, they have re-
ceived from those seversl counties which they repre-
sent ; that so likewise we may be united in the same
intentions and endesvours of improving all to the
service of his mejesty, and the common good of the
kingdom,

¢ The petitions which I am directed to communicate
8o your lordships are four: from London, Middlesex,
Fesex, snd Hertfordehire, We have recelved meny
more, but it would tske up too much time and be wo
great a trouble to peruse all; and in these four yon
yaay perceive the effect and sense of all.  First, I am
10 desire your lordships to hear them resd ; and then I
£hall pursme my inetruetions in propounding some ob-
servations out of them,”

“ These petiticns,” the report continues, ' being
read by foor several members of the house, Mr. Pym
resumed hig discourse.

“ My lords, in these four peitions you may hesr the
vdice, or rather the ery, of all England ; and you cannot
wonder if the urgency, the extremity of the eondition -
whercin we are, do produce some earnestniess and vehe-
mency of expression more than ordinary. The agony,
terror, and perplexity in which the kingdom labours, are
universal ; all parts are affected with them ; and therefore
in these you mnay obeerve the groans and miserahle
compleints of all. '

* Divers reasone may be given why those diseases
which ere epidemical are more dangerous then others.
First, The cause of ruch disesses is universal and su-
pernal, and not from an evil constitution. or evil diet,
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or any other accident ; such canses, thevefore, work with
mere vigour and efficacy than those which are particular
and inferior. Becondly, In such diseases there is a
communicative quality, whereby the malignity of them
is multiplied and enforced. Thirdly, They have »
converting, tranaforming power, that turns other diseases
and ill affections of men’s bodien into their owm Dature.

*“First, The common and epidemical disease, wherein
this cominonwealth now lies grasping, hath a superior
and universal cause from the evil couneels and designa
of those who, under his majesty, bear the greatest sway
in government. Secondly, It hath & contagious and
infectious quality, whereby it is diffused and dispersed
thro’ all perts of the kingdom. Thirdly, It is apt to
take in the discontents, evil affections, and designs of
particular persons, to increase and fortify itself,

r T ghall take occasion, from several branchen of those
petitions which your lordships have heard, to observe:
Firsi, The variety of danger to which this kingdom in
now gubject.  Secondly, The manifold distempers which
are the cause of those dangera Thirdly, The multi.
plicity of those evil influences which are the causes of
those d.iﬂ'-emperlt

“ The firat danger is from enemies abroad. This
may seem s causeless and impertinent observation at’
this time, seeing we are in peace with all nations about
we, But, my rds, you may be pleased to consider that
the sufely of the Ringdom ought not to depend wpon the
will and disporition of our neighbours, but upoh our
own sirength and provieion. Betwixt states there are
often sudden changes from peace to war, according to
oceasion and advantage, All the states of Christendom
are now armed, and we have no reasom to believe but
that those of greatest power have an evil e¢ye upon ns,
in respect of our religion. And if their private differencea
ghould be composed, how dungeroudy, how speedily,
might those great armies, and other preparations now
ready, be applied to some enterprise and attempt against
us! If there were no other caupe, thin were sufficient
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to make us stand upon cur gmard. But there are di-
vers more especial symptome of dangers of this kind.

““We may perceive, by several advertisements from
abroad, that they did foresee our dangers many months
before they hroke out. They could foretell the time
and manner of them ; which is a clear evidence they
held intelligence with those who were the contrivers
and workers of the present troubles.

“We have, in truth, many dangerous traitors and
fugitives mow in other parts, who can discover the
weakness and distemper of the kingdom, who hold in.
ae]h'gence with the ill-affected party here ; and, by ail
cunning and subtle practices, emdeavour to mclte and
provoke other princes against ua.

“Bome of the ministers of our neighbour princes,
my lords, may be justly suspected to have had a yet
more immediate hand and operation in the insurrec-
tion and rebellion in Irelsnd; many of the com-
manders, and most of the soldiers, devied for the
service of Spain, are now joined with the rebels there ;
and those Irish friars, which were employed hy the
Spanish ambassador for the making of those levies,
are known to have been the chief incendiaries of this
rebellion, and are still very active in the prosecution
and encouragement of it. The rebelg have, moreover,
a ready and espeedy supply from some of our neigh-
boure, Two convoys of munition and arms we are
certainly informed of : — one from Dunkirk, the other
from Nantes in Brittany; and cerminly those that
are so forward to enable others to hurt us, will not
forbear to hurt us themselves, as soon as they shell
have means and oppertunity to do it.

“ Another danger is from the papists and ill-affected
party at home. The pepists herc are actuated hy the
same principles with those in Ireland. Many of the
most active of them have lately, indeed, been)] there,
which argues an intercourse and communication of
~ouncils. They have gtill store of arme znd muni-

on at thejr disposing, notwithstanding all our endea-
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vours to disarm them ; they have a free resort to the
city and to the court; they want no opportunity to
conmiit together ; t.'hey have the same or greater en-
comng'emenl.s from above and from about them , than
ever, in respect of the example end success of the
rebela in Treland, and the great confusions and divisions
which, by their cunning and subile practices, are reised
and fomented amongst ourselves &t home,

“ A third danger is of tumults and insurrectiona
of the meaner sort of people, by reason of their ill vent
of cloth and other manufactures, whereby great multi-
tudes are set on work, who live for the meat part on
their daily gettings, and will, in & very short tme, be
brought to great extremity, if not employed. Nothing
is more sharp and pressing than necessity end want ;
what they cannot buy they will take ; from them the
like necessity will quickly be derived to the farmers and
husbandmen ; and so grow higher, and involve all in
an equality of misery and distress, if it be nol instantly
prevented ! And, at this time, such twmnults will be more
dangerous, because the kingdom is full of disbanded
soldiers and officers, who will be ready to head =nd to
animate the multitude to commit viclence with more
strength and advantage ; and if they once grow into s
body, it will be much mare difficult to reduce them into
order agnin, because necessity and want, which are the
causes of this disturbance, will still inerease as the -
effectn increase.

¢ A fourth danger is from the rebels in Irelend, not
ounly in reepect of that kingdom, tut in respect of tbis.
They have seized upon the body of that kingdom al-
ready H they abound in men of very ahle persons ; they
incresse in arms and munition ; they have great hopes
of gupplies from abroad and of encouragement here,
and are sure of good entertsinment from the popish
parly ; 5o that they begin to speak already there of
transporting themselves hither, and making this king~
dom the seat of the war.

- % The distemper, my lords, which hath produced these
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dangers, is various and exceeding violent. Whensoever
nature is hindered in her proper operations and faoul-
ties, distempers will necessarily follow. The obstrue-
tions, my lords, which have brought- us into this
distemper are very many, so that we cannot wonder né
the strength and malignity of it. Some of the chiefest
of thess obstructions I shall endeavour to remember.

“ First, The obstruction of reformation in matters
of religion. No griepances are sharper than those that
press upon the tender oconeciences of men! and there
was never church or state afflicted with more grievances
of this kind than we have been. And though they are,
by the wisdom of this parlisment, partly essed and di-
minished, yet many still remain; and as long as the
bishops and the corrupt part of the clergy continune in
their power, there will be little hope of freedom, either
from the sense of those which continue, or the fear of
those which are removed. And of this chstruction, my
lords, I must clear the commons. We are in no part
guilty of it. Some good hills heve passed us, and other
are in preparation, which might have been pessed be-
fore this, if we had not found guch ill sucress in your
lordships’ house. Whatroeer miachief this obatruoifon
shall produoe, we ore free from it ; we may have our part
of the misery, we can hate no part in theguillor dishonour,

¢ Secondly. An obstruction in trede. It is trade

- that brings food and nourisbment to the kingdom.: Ik
ia that which preserves and increases the stock of the
whole, and distribute & convenient portion of mainte-
nance to every part of it; therefore, such en obstruc-
tion as this must needs be dangerous ; the freedom of
trade being 8o necessary, the benefit so important, that
it gives life, strength, and beauty to the whale body of
the commonwealth., But I must protest the house of
commons hath given no cause to this ohstruction ; we
heve eseed trade of many .burdens and heavy taxes,
which are taken off; we have freed it from many hard
restraints hy patents and monopolies; we have been
willing to part with our own privileges, w give it en~
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couragement ; we have sought to put the merchants into
security and confidence in respect of the tower of Lon-
don, that so they might be invited to bring in their
bullien to the mint, as heretofore they have done ; and
we are ho way guilty of the troubles, the fears, and
public dangers which make men withdraw their stocks,
and keep their money by them, to be ready for such
sudden exigencies, as in these great distractions we bave
too much cause to expect.

** Thirdly, The obstruction in the relief of Ireland.
It must needs be accounted a great shame ard dishonour
to this kingdom, that our neighbours have shewed them-
selves more forward to supply the rebels, than we have
been to relieve our distreased brethren and fellow-subjects.
But T must declare we are altogether innocent of any
neglect herein, As soon as the fArst news of the rehel-
lion came over, we undertook the war, not by way of
supply and aid, as in former rebellions the subjects have
used to do ; but we undertook the whole charge of it,
and we suffered not twenty-four hours to pass before we
agreed to a great levy of money and men, te be employed
ageinat the rebels, even in a larger proportion than the
lords, justices, and council there did desire; and,
from time te time, we bave done all for the furtherance
thereof, though in the midst of many distractions and
diversions. But the want of commissions for levying
of men, for issuing arms, and divers other impedi-
ments, have been the causes of that obstruction : and I
wish we had not only found impediments to ourselves ;
we have found also encourngements to them. Many of
the chief commanders, now at the head of the rebels,
after we had, with your lerdships’ concurrence, stop't
the ports against all Trish papicts, have been suffered to
pase by hie majesty’s immediate warrant, much to the
discouragement of the lords justices and the council
there ; and this procured, as we believe, by some evil
instruments too near his royal persoh, without hiz ma-
Jesty's knowledge and intention.

“ Fourthly., The obstruction in prosecution of delin-

voL. UL ]
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quents, Many we have already brought up te yeas
lordships, divers others we have been discouraged to
transmit, such difficult proceedings have we met with~
all, such terrors amd discounienance have been cast
upen ourselves and our witnesses. My lords, those who
have shewal themselves the friends and patrons of de~
linquents, have found it the most ready way to prefer-
ment ! Yes, his majesty’s own band hath been obtained,
and his majesty’s ships employed, for the transporting
of divers of those who have fled firoen the justice of par-
Bement !

“* Fifthly. A general obstruetion awmd interruption of
the proeeedings in parliament, by those manifold designe
of ¥iclence which, thro’ God's mercy, we have escaped ;
by the great and frequent breaches of privilege ; by the ~
subtle endesvours to raise parties in our howee, and
jealonsies betwixt the two houses,

“Bixthly. The obstruction in providing for the defemes
of the kingdam, that we might be enabled to resist a fo.
reign enemy, or to suppress all civil inmarrections. What
% pressing necessity there is of this —the exceeding
great decays in the navy, in the forts, in the power of
ordering the militia of the kingdom, and mesna of fur-
nishing them with munition — are sufficient evidences,
known to none better than your lordships. And what
endeavours we have used to remove them, but hitherto
without thet suceess and concurrence which we expected,
and where the stop hath been, and upon what goed
grounds we may claim ouwr own innocency and faithful
ness, we destre no other witnesses byt yourselpes,

“ Lastly, I come to the evil influnences which have
caused this distemper ; and I shall content myself with
mentiching those which are most important. 1. T shall
remember the evil counsels about the king, wherenf we
have often complained. Diseases of the brain are most
dangerous, becanss fiom thence sente and motion are
derived to- the whole hody. I'he malignity of evil ecun-
gels will quickly be infused into all parts of the state,
None can daubt but we have exceedingly laboured under
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most dangerows abd mischievous counsels. Thie evil
influence hath been the camse of Lhe preparation of war
with Scotland — of the procaring a rebellion in Ire-
land — of corrupting relgion -—suppressing the liberiy
of this Kingdotn — and of many fearful and horrid
attempts to the mubverting the very being of parliaments,
whiclr was the only hopefol means of cppoaing and pres
venting afl the rest. The last, indeed, doth appear wo
be a most predomimant evll of the time; whereat we
need mot wonder, when we consider how coumsellors
have been preferred and prepared. And I appeal te
your lordshipa’ own conaciencen, whether the giving and
eountenancing of evil counsel hath oot been almost the
only way, to favour and edvancement. 2. The dis-
couragement of geod commeel.  Divers honest and ap.
proved contsellors bave beem put from their places,
others 30 discountenanced, as that the way of favour
hath been shut against them, and that of danger and
destruction only open to them. 3. The great power
that an interested and factious party hath in the parlia-
ment, by the continuence of the votes of the hisheps
and popish lords in your [ordships’ house ; and the
taking in of others, both out of the house of commana,
and otherwize, to increase their strength, 4. The fo-
menting and cherishing of a malignent perty throughout
the whole kingdom, 5. The manifold jeslousies betwixt
the king, his parlinment, and good subjects; whereby
his protection and favour hath, in a great measure, been
withheld from them ; gpd their inclination end resolu-
tion to gerve and mssist him, hath been very much hin-
deved amd interrupted.”

The foree and bolilness of ell thiz were equal to the
great emergencien of the hour; and as the orator pro-
ceeded, we may suppose lim more than repaid by the -
expresaion of proud amd affectionate admiration that
rested on the conntenanees of Hampden and Fiennes,
who were sitting by hisside. Hin closing pessages were
eimple and ooble in the extreme. They condensed into
a few words all the aminons warnioge which, through.

3 2
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out his greet task, he had addressed to the upper house ;
and the inspiration of a memorable lesson, announced
not less for the present than 2s a precedent and ex-
ample for remoter times, was stamped upon them,

“ We have often suffered under the misinterpretation
of good actions, and false imputation of evil ones which
we never intended ; so (hat we may justly purge our-
selves from all guilt of being authors of this jealousie
and misunderstanding. We have been, and are atill,
ready to serve his majesty with our lives and fortunes,
with as much chearfulness and earnestness of affection
43 ever any subjects were ; and we doubt not but our
proceedings witl so manifest this, that we shall be aa
clear in the apprehension of the world, as we are in the
testimony of our own consciences.

* ] am now come to a roncusion. I have nothing
to propound to your lordships by way of request or de-
sire from the house of commons, I doubt not but your
judgments will tell you what is to be done.  Your con-
sciences, your honours, your interests, will call upon you
for the doing of it. 'The commons will be glad w:have
your concurrenceiand help in saving of the kingdom ;
but, if they fail of it, it shall not discourage them in
doing their duty., And whether the kingdom be lost
or saved (I hope, through God's blessing, it will be
saved !), they shall be sorry TEAT THE STORY OF THIS
PRESENT PARLIAMENT SHOULD TELL POSTERITY THAT,
TN B0 GREAT A DANGER AND EXTREMITY, THE HOUSE OF
COMMOKS RHOULD BE ENFORCED TO BAVE THE HINGDOM
aroxk, and that the peers should have no part in the
honour of the preservalion of it, having so great an
interest in the good success of Lhose endeavours in re-
gpect of their great estales and high degreea of nobility,

¢ My lords, consider what the present necessities and
dangers of the eommomwealth require, what the com-
mons have reason ie expect, to what endeavours and
counsels the coneurrent desires of all the people do invite
you! $So that, applying yourselves to the preservation
of the king and kingdom, I may be bold to assure you,

*
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in the name of all the commons of England, that you
shall be bravely seconded !”

The first effect of this speech, which was enthusiasti
cally hailed by the commons !, was in the passing of the
bill for taking away the bishops’ voie, with three dis-
eentient voices enly, The king refused his assent to it,
but subsequently yielded ; and in this gave great offence
to his party. It may be suppeosed, however, that some
gubsequent explanation was satisfactory 1o them, since
the following notable disclosure has escaped from lord
Clarendon’s pen: “1 have some cause to believe that
the argument, which wes unanswerable, for the rejecting
that bill, was epplied for the confirming it ; an opinion
that the violence and force used in procuring it, ren-
dered it sbsolutely invalid and void, made the conflrma-
iion of it less considered, s not being of strength Lo
raake that act good which was in itself null ; and I
doubt this logic had an influence upon acts of no less
maoment than these,” There is scarcely an act in the
life of Charles I, that does not bear the stain of some
such perfily. Where were the leaders of the English
people now to lean, if not upen their own strength, the
wisdem of their leng and hard experience, and the con-
fidence of ihe people who trusted them ?

The second great effect of Pym’s speech was exhibited
by the king himeelf. He wrote to the speaker and
complained of it ; more especially of that passage which
stated several of the Irish rebels to have passed the
ports “by his majesty’s immediate warrant.” The
commons vindicated the speech, and the king replied ;
it was again defended more strongly still; and the many
conferences and declarations that passed, served to widen
mon, INAC the Soums Ay Sher ordered +that s, Spatkers i the puree of
the howse, shall give thanks unto Mr, Pymme for hie sa well performing
the zervice he was empioyed in, by the commanda of thie house, at this
conference, And it was further ordered, that Mr. Pymme be desired to

ut the speech he made at this conference into writing, and to deliver it

into the house, to the end that it may be printed.’ This was done Beoord-
ingly,™ Parliamentary History. The copy in the text is taken from a

.1arge paper copy of this authorized vereion now in possession, * printed for
Bohwell. 1681, ’

Jobn Bethwell,"

5§ 3
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the breach between the parliament and the king.! The
tributes which it had meanwhile brought pouring in, of
faith and affection to the parliament, most materially
atrengthened the camee. 2

The king now directed all hiz resources, whether
of force or stretagem, to the acquisiton of the two
great magarines of the kingdom, Hull and the Tower.
Hie vatious attempts, and their thorongh defeat, are told
in ol the historien. The result wes, that Charles pro-
tlaimed Hotham a traitor by sound of trumpet, and
went two angry messages to the house demanding~
reparation for the repulse he had met with. < If,” be
sdded, “ we are brought ine a condition w much worse
than any of our subjects, that whilst you all enjoy your

1 Charles's pertinacity about this speech was curions. Whenever, for
#one weeks afler, the common sent him any mesage, bis remark would be,
¢ 1 mourt tell yon, that T rather exp d a vindication for the i ]
laid onme'm{lr. Fym's speech ; " and as the war approached more neatly,
his reference to it grew less respectful ; —* Conterning Fym's speech ; you
will have found by what the lord Compton and Mr. Baynten breught From
uf in apswer to that message they brought to ws, that, as yet, we est
nething satisfied in that particutar.”

1 Even the Landon toomen, wives of trad L infected with
the populay eathusiaxm, and sent in & lopg petition of affection to the
house of commons, &nd prayers that they would redrem alk grierances
Butler is supposed bo have plluded o this in bis couplet —

# The oyster.women lock®d their fixh up,
And trudged away to ery ! no Yishep ' —
and the eatire was nllowsh%e enough, e Journals of the house state,
however, that © this petition was presented by M. Anne Stagg, 2 gentle-
woman kod brewer's wife, and many cthers with ber gf Like rank and
&mmy,- and that, after some time apent in reading 'of it, the houte sent

g an aoawer by Mr. Prm, which was lpert‘mmed in this manpey.
Mr. Fym came to the cammans door, and called for the'women, and spake
unto them in these words:=! Good women, your petition, with the
reagcnd, hath been read in the house, and iv thankfully accepted of, and is
come in a seasonabie time. You 4hell, God willing, recelve from us all
the satinfzption which we can powsibly give to your just and lawiul desires,
‘We intreat you, therefare, ta repair to your houses, and furn gosr peiition
which yow kave delivered heve, into prayers ot howe for us; for we bave
been, are, and shall be, to our nimoat power, ready to relleve you, your
husbands, and children; and te perform the truet committed unto us,
Kowardy dud,aurking and countey, et h faithful cheistians and teyal
aubjects’ This speech & no bad evidence of Pym's ular and essy
address. Nothing could have been more happily turned.” I should add, elso,
from the lournnis of the satoe pertod, ancthet kKind of testimony to the pre-
sent influence of Pym. * Information being given to the lorde, thit
Edw, Sandeford, 4 taylor, of London, had sahf, that the earl of Easex
was & traltor; that ali the parliament were traitors ; that the eart of War-
wirk was a traitor, and he wished his heart in hls boots 3 and that he curred
the parliament, and wished Mv. Pym (calfing him king Pym) and sir John
Hotham both hanged ;' the said Edw, Mandeford was brought to the bar,
and asked what he had to siledge in hia defenice; but not being able to div-
prove the chatge, he and the witnesses sgninst him were ondered to with-
draw, and 8 sharp af ah was d d egalnat bim. "

H
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privileges, and mxy not have your posscasions disturbed
ar your titles questioned, we only may be epoiled,
thrown out of our towns, and our goeds taken from ua,
"tis time to examine how we hawe lost these privileges,
_and 10 try all poseible waya, by the help of God, the
law of the lend, and the affection of all our good sub-
Jects, to recover them, and to vindieate ourself from
those injuries; and if we shall miscarry herein, we
shall be the firat prinee in this kingdom that hath done
#0 —baving no other end but to defend the trme
protestant profession, the law of the lend, end the
liberty of the wubject. And God so deal with us a8 we
continue jn those resplutioms.” And in e subsequent
more elaborate paper, drawn forth by an onder of the
cominons justifying Hothem, and ““ suppressing " the
forces the king had raised aguinet Hell, Charles writes —
or rather “ Mr. Hyde ** writes for him: “ We are not
mawilling 40 join issne with them in this way, and to let
all the world know how neressary, just, and lawful all
olr procsedinge have been in this point ; and that the
defence of these proceedings is the defence of the law
of the lzud, of the liberty and property of the mbject ;
and that by the same rule of justice, which is now
offered to us, 4ll the private interest und tide of all our
good subjects to all their lands end goods, are confounded
and destroyed. Mr. Pym himself tella you, im his
speech sgminet the earl of Strafford (published hy the
order of the house of commona), © The law in the safe-
guerd, the custody of all private interests ; your hanours,
your lives, your liberties, and ewtates, are gll in the
keeping of dhe law: without this, every man hath a
like right to any thing.’ And we would fain be an-
swered, What tide any subject of our kingdom hath
0 hie house or land, that we have not to cur town of
Hull? Or what right hath he to his money, plate, ot
jewels, that we have not to our megezine or munition
there? If we had ever ench a title, we would know
when we lost it. . . We conelude with Mr. Pym's own
words : “If the prerogative of the king overwhelm the
5 4
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liberty of the people, it will be turned to tyranny: if
liberty undermine the prerogetive, it wﬂl grow into
anarchy ’* And 8o we say into confusion.”

Now mark the answer of the commons, in perhsps
the boldest and most remarkahle state document of the
time. The hand of Pym may be traced in every line
of it. The comnmencement of the extract which follows
is indeed almost licerally copied from ome of bie finest
speeches. ¢ If,” eay the commons of England to their
king, ¢ if we bave done more fhan ever cur ancestors
have done, we have suffered more than ever they have
suffered ; and yet, in point of modesty and duty, we
ghall not yield to the best of former times; and we
ghall put this in issue, Whether the highest and most
unwarrantable proceedings of any of his majesty’s
predecessors do net fall short of, and much below,
what hath been done (o ue this parliament; and on the
other side, whether, if we should meke the higheat pre-
cedents of ather parliaments qur patterns, there would
be cauze to complain of © want of maodesty and duty in
us ;" when we have not so much as suffered such things
to enter into our thoughts, which all the world knows
they have put in action ? Another charge which is
lsid very high upon us (and which were indeed & very
great crime if we were found guilty thereof) is, * that, by
avowing this act of sir J. Hotham, we do, in conse-
quence, confound and destroy the title and interest of
all his majesty's good subjecta to their lands and goods ; -
and that upon this ground, that hizs majesty hath the
game title 1o his own town of Hull, which any of his
subjects have to their houses or lends ; and the same to
his magazine or munidon there, that any man hath to
bis money, plate, or jewels; and therefore that they
ought not to have been dieposed of without or againet
his consent, no more than the houee, land, money, plite,
or jewels, of any subject ought to be, without or against
his will." . Here that is laid down for a principle, which
woukd indeed pull up the very foundation of the liberty,
groperty, and interest, of every sulject in particular, and
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of akl the subjects in general; if we should admit it for
a truth, ¢ that his majesty hath the same right and title
to his towns and wagazine (bought with the public
monies, as we conceive that at Hull to have been) that
every particular man hath to his house, lande, and
goods ;” for his majesty’s fowns are no more his own
than higz kingdom iz his own; and hiz kingdom is no
mare Riz own, than his poople are his own ; and if the
king had a property in all his towns, what wauld
become of the subjects’ property in their houses therein ?
and if he had a property in his kingdom, what would be-
come of the suhjects’ property in their lands throughout
the kingdom ? or of their liberties, if hie majesty had
ithe same right in their persons, that every subject hath
in their Janda or goods? and what would become of all
the subjecls’ interest in the town and forta of the
kingdom, and in the kingdom iteelf, if his majesty
might sell, or give them away, or dispese of them at his
pleasute, a8 a particular man may do with his lands and
with his goods ? This erroneous maxim, being infused
into princes, fhat their kingdoms arc fieir own, ond that
they,may do with them what they will (s if their kingdoms
were for them, and not they for their kingdoms), ie the
rool of all the aubjects’ mirery, and of all the invading
of their just rights and hibertics. Whereas, indeed, they
are only entrusted with their kingdoms, and with their
towns, and with their people, and with the public
trensure of the commonweslth and whatsoever is bought
therewith, By the known law of this kingdom, the very
Jewele of the crown are not the king's proper goods, but
are only intrusted to him for the use and ornarcent
thereof ; ae the towns, forts, treasure, magazine, offices,
and people of the kingdem, and the whole kingdom
itself, are intrusted unto him for the good and safety
and best advantage thereof : and es this trust ia for the
use of the kingdom, so ought it to be managed by the
advice of the houses of parlisment, whom the kingdom
hath trusted for that purpose; it being their duty to
see it be discharged according to the condition and true
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jotent thereof ; aed as much ae in them Kes, by all
poasible meany to prevent the eomtrary; which,if ic
bath been their chief care and only sim in the disposing
of the town and magarine of Hall in such manner as
they bave done, they hope it will appear clearly to all
the world, that they have discharged their own omust,
and not invaded that of his majeaty’s ; moch less his
property, which, in Lhis case, they could not do.”

A second anewer wae returned by the king, more
weak and more elmborate than the first, and a vigor-
ow remopatrance, recommended in an earmest and
forcible speech by Pym 1, wes forwarded so Charles.
it opened with these words: < We, your majesty’s
most bamble and loyal snbjects, the lorde and commona
of this present parlisment assembled, do hereby call
God, this kingdom, end the whole world to witnews,
that we have, ever since our fhret wheting in this
present parliamewt, with fdelity to your majesty and
the state, with mach patience and constancy, in respect
of the grest affronta and interruptions, the pernicicus
plots and sttempts, wherewith we have. been encoun-
téred, distracted, and opposed, employed our counsels
sod eondeavours to maintain God's true religion, the
honour and righta of your erown, the pesce and safety
of your royal person and your kingdoms, and the just
liberties of your people; that so we might ease them
of their great grievances, and prevent the fears and
dangers, yea, the imminent ruin and destraction, which
have been contrived and fostered, net euly in yoar
court, but even very near your gwn person ; and how.

«ver our libertica have been invaded, many of our

liven endangered, and sueh attempts made upon us as
might have pubverted the very being of parliament, yet
bave we so kept oursclves within the bonnde of modesty
and duty, that we have given ne just oocasion of yeur
majesty's absence at this time.” In reference to s
complaint in the king’s lest paper, the following re-
mark is made: ¢ And whereas his majesty seith, * He
! Hee this speect in Cobbett®s Parl, Hht, val ik, p 1262
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eonld wish thet his own immediate actions, whith he
avows on his own honour, might rot be so roughly
cengured under that common style of evil ecunsellors:’
we could also heanily wigh, we had not cause to make
that style 80 common ; bt how often and wndutifully
soever these wicked counsellors fix their dishonour upon
the king, by making his majesty the author of those
evil actions which are the effects of their own evil
counsels, we, his majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,
can use no other style, according to thet maxim in the
law, The king ean do no wrong:’ but if any ill be
committed in matter of state, the council must enawer
for it; if in matters of justice, the judges.”

Every step in this paper war now brought the com-
batante nearer and nearer to a more real and a more
fatal ield. The great question on which all else de-
pended wasat last in vehement agitation — the command
of the militia of the kingdom. The very condition of
the parties between whom the disenssien arose, pre-
cluded from the first the possihility of agreement.
Bome idea of the labour and research whick Pym, not-
withestanding, devoted to this memorable question, will
be gathered from a curious decament in the appendix
of this volume!, and which is highly characteristic of
the man.

The disposal of the militia, however, cannot be argued,
in the present case,/on abstract grounds ; though Pym has
made out the most fordible cese, even in that view, which
has been yet attempted. The parliament had been un-
doubtedly forced into a position to make the demand
they did %, when, as a ground of trust, they required that
the king should place the army and navy under the com-
mand of officers possessing the confldence of both houses.
On refueal of this, he was asked whether, for a Lime,

1 Appendix C. -

1 Even lord Clarendon sdmite, on the passing of the milltia ordinance,
that “ when this bill hed been, with mucr ado, scoepted, and frsd rend,
there were few men who 1magined it would ever receive farther coun-
Lmansw ; but now there were few, who did natfhalieve il o b & very Be-

ceseary provivign for the peace and safety of the Lingdom: &0 grest an
impression bad the hate prosopdings made upag them ™
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the militia ‘might not be granted # “ No, hy Ged!"
his sacred majesty, according to Rushworth !, swore ;
“t Not for an hour ! You have asked that of me in thia
wag never asked of any king, and with which I will
not trust my wife and children.”

On a subsequent motion by Pym, the commons
unanimously passed their ordinance for disposing the
militia, end sent it up to the lords. Meanwhile they
again memorialised his majesty, who, in return, va-
powred upon them tlus: —+ We will propose no more
particulars to you, having no luck to please, or to be
understood by you. Take your own time for what con-
cerns our particular ; but be sure you have ao early,
speedy care of the public ; that is, of the only rule that
preserves the public, the law of the land: preserve the
dignity and reverence due to'that. It was well said in
a speech mede by a private person (it was Mr. Pym's
speech against the earl of Strafford, and formerly quoted
by us)—* The law is that which puts a difference be-
twixt good and evil, betwixt just and unjust. If you
take away the law, all things will fall into a confusion ;
every man will become a law unto himself, which, in
the depraved condition of human nature, must needs
produce many great enormities. Lust will become a
law, and envy will become a law ; covetousness and
ambition will become laws; sud what dictates, what
decisions such laws will produce, may easily be dis-
cerned.”  So said that gentleman, and much more, very
well, in defence of the law, and against arbitrary power,
1t is worth looking over and considering ; and if the
most zealous defence of the true protestant profession,
and the most resolved protection of the law, be the most
necessgry duty of.a prince, we cannot believe this mi-
‘serable distance and misunderstanding can be long con.
tinued between us ; we have often and earnestly declared
them to be the chiefest desires of our soul, and the end
and rule of all our actions,” And agair, in ene of his
subsequent productions, he returned to the same steain,

1 Yo, iv, p. 535,
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' « We remembered them long ago, and we cannot do
it too often, of that excellent speech of Mr. Pym's—
The law iz that which puis a difference,” &c. And
Mr. Hallam can say of these tedious and evasive docu-
ments, that they excel the manly, earnest, and straight-
forward productions of the popular leaders !

The next motion of the commons “ chook Charles’s
threne and title to the centre.”l  After obtaining, by a
maaterly stroke of vigorous policy, possession of the
Aeet, they passed the three following resolutions: —
‘1. That it appears that the king, seduced hy wicked
counsel, intends to make war against the parlisment,
who, in all their consultations and actions, have pro-
posed no other end unto themselves but the care of his
kingdoms and the performznce of all duty and loyalty .
to his person. 2. That whensoever the king maketh
war upon the parliament, it is a breach of the trust re-
posed in him by his people, contrary to his osth, and
tending to the dissclution of his government. 3. That
whosoever shall serve or assist him in such wars, zre
traitors by the fundamental laws of this kingdom, and

_have been so0 adjudged by two acts of parlizment, and
ought to suffer as traitors.”

The king now, in his turn, denounced the militia
ordinance as illegal, and begen to issue his commissions
of array. On the 12th of July the commons voled the
raising of an army, to be commanded in chief by the
earl of Essex. Some days after, 8 proclamation from
the king declared Essex a traitor.

At this point a temporary pause may be mede,
for the purpose of introducing & speech by Pym2, of a
style very different from any that has yet been given,
but conceived and expressed in exactly that sort of
exquisite gravity of humour, which such a subject was
likely to call forth from such & speaker. On the pub-
lication of the militia ordinance, sir Edward Dering, —

i t History from Macintosh, vol. v, p. X4 )
% This speech agpearl ancnymously in the common parlismentary his-
tories ; bul in the Journals it is given'to Pym,
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whose famtaatic vanity, before adverted to, had already
separated him from the popular party and bamished
him from the house, —bethought himself of a new pro.
ject for nototiety ; and, © albeit a jostice of the pesce,”
presented himself with some equally digmifled frienda
as candidates to serve on the grand jury of the coumy
of Kent (which he had before represented in the com-
mons) ; which being allowed, he wheedled all the jorors
into his purpose; or, in the words of the charge pre-
ferred against him, having drawn up the heads of &
strong petition against the militia ordinance and the
bkouse of commons, he “did tender the said heads to
the said grand jury ; and did chen and there wickedty
and unlawfolly persunde, labour, and salicit the rest of
the grand jury to agree to the same ; and have them
drawn into a petition to the parliament, to be presented
by the gaid grand jury to the judge of the aaid assizes
and the reat of the bench there, to be by them gs-
mented to and approved of ; and did then and thers
wickedly conjure tbe said grand jury to secrecy, and
not to discover any thing touching the said petition, till
it should be by them agreed upon and presented am
aforesaid ; falsely persuading them that they were
thereunto bound by their oath.” Some of the jury
cansented ; some refused ; but eir Edward persisted,
ultimately managed o present his petition to the judges,
and was propesing to do & vast deal more, when “ Mry.
Pym” interfered, lodged an infermation against him,
and sopported it, before the house of lords, in the
following admirable speech of grave satirieal humour.

“ Your lordships see hy this that hath been read unto
you, that rendum recentis Iiii fatum stetit ; that, not-
withstanding the many strange and varishle attempts
againet the parliament, and their wonderful and mire-
culpns preservations, yet mischief ia s0 fruitful and
generative as to produce a new brood of serpents, which
are continually hissing, maligning, and practising againat
the pious and nohble endeavours of both houses, and
against the peace, prosperity, and happiness of this
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afllicted kingdona. If the evil and sedasing spirit which
doth animate those designs were asked from whence he
comes, doubtiess his anawer wonld be, © from compassing
the earth,” having removed him scene ints many several
parts, and found so many friends amd patroms of hiw
sadaciows achievements, amongst whom this gentleman,
sir Edward Dering, is sne ; a man of mark snd emi-
mency ; of wit, learning, snd gesl, at lesst in shew emd
appearanea ; snd yet all these miserably shipwreck'd
upon the shelves and sands of the Kentleh chore ! The
thing itself appears to your lordships to be & wamifest
breach of the rules of law, justice, and religion ; and
*yet, under the eloak of all three, a fast muat he pro-
claimed to take away Naboth and his vineyard! The
yesmenry of Hent, heretofore in great esteem, is now
becotne vile and contempdble ; an extraerdiniry graud
jury must be prepared of knights, genderoen, and jus-
tices of the peace, for some extraprdinery service—what
it in yowr lordhips bave heard, They mwst descend
from their places on the tench, and from themselves
too, not to eerve their coumtry {for thet were no dis~
paragement), but to serve their own smworthy, smbi-
* tious, and eeditious ends,

* This geatieman, u ringleader, late a mamber of the
house of commorm, the grand jury of the whole ldng-
dem (and there so highly eseeming of his wisdom),
is ecoantented now to descend so low a3 to become
one of the common jury of the county. Buch je the
roeansess and pusillanimity of high thoughts, as, for
eompaasing of their own ends, to steop to any conditien,
how low soever it may be!

* Having set the cards, however, he plays the game
very foully. He leads his fellows our of the way,
gnd makes them, like ill homters, mstead of following
the chese, at the quest of one ill mouth to fell upsn
& flock of sheep! Their duty was to have inquired,
diligently, of the matrern given them in charge. Surely
this wes ot of the eharge, because the judge had told
¢wem it was out of his commistion. And yet thay
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Jeave other matters, which they were charged with,
as accidents and trifles ; and insist upon this, which
they had nothing to do with, as the principal husiness.

“ He obtrudes on them, also, be it ohserved, divers
monstrous and, seditious heads; and, by sinister sug-
gestions, labours, and solicitations, which ocught not
to be used to a jury ; and, by a kind of violence offered
them, seeks to enforce them to & consent, contrery
to their own reason, judgment, and consciences, when
they refused, opposed, and protested against it. Fail-
ing of this,

¢ Flectero 81 nequoam superos, ackeronta wovcho !
instead of inquiring upon the statute of witcheraft and *
conjuration, he useth hie conjurations and enchantments
upon them, to comjure them to secrecy ; falsely per-
suading them that they will be bound unto it by their
oath. 'When all thiz would not serve, he then applies
himself to the bench; and, by the enchantments and
conjurations used there, prevails so far as to have it
there voted and assenied to, by such as were present ;
and, to give the more strength and countenance to it,
wants not the aid and concurrence of some appearing
reverend divines, and of civilians also; and aticks
not to affirm, that he can have 40,000 persons to
attend the petition! proclaims 2 meeting at Bleckheath,
a place fatal and ominous for actions of this nature !
and all this under colour of a petition ; being, in truth,
a challenge, an adjuration, and a scanda! upon the
parliament ; and purporting nothing else but a des-
perate design to put not only Kent, but, for aught is
known, all Christendom into comhustion, carrying sails
full swollen with spite, arrogancy, and sedition.

*The particular-instances 1 forbear to trouble your
lordships with, because you will find some of them
upon perusal of the petition. Many arguments might
be used in aggravation of them, from the eminency of
the power of the perdon, and the arrogancy of his mind ;
from the acrimony of bis epirit, and from the topping
place of Kent, which former ages have found ohnoxious
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to ihese infeliciies!; which this gentleman, so well
read in story, should have been mindful of in these
troublesome titnes! But all these, and other circum-
stances, I leave to your lordships’ nobleand judicious
consideration ; desiring, amongst other motives, that
your lordships will be pleased to reflect upon the acts
of your own justice in a case of like nature ; which,
being first began here, near at hand, might have spread
the Alame and contagion over all England, had not the
great wigdom and justice of both houses in due time
prevented it.

“] shall add no more at thia time, but what I have
read of a people in Africa, who sent a challenge to the
wind ; whereupon, at the meeting, the wind blew down
mountains upoen them and overwhelmed them. T hope
these bold and insolent adventurers, who have presumed
to send a challenge or defiance to the great houses, shall
find a like stroke of their wonted power and justice;
and that they shall meet with such a wind as will blow
down their high thoughts upon themselves, return their
vates into their own bosoms, and their mischievous designs
upon their own heads !

“ All which I am warranted, in the name of the
house of coramons, and of all the commons of England,
to desire of your lordships ; and that you will be pleased
to make this gentleman, the principal author of this -
foul act, a spectacle and pattern of exemplary justice to
present and future times.”

On the 22nd of August, Charles I. erected his
standard at Nottingham. The day was stormy and
tempestuous, says Clarendon, and the king appeared
more melancholie than he used to be. “ The standard
itse)f was blown down, the same night it had been
et up, by a very strong and unruly wind, and could
not be fixed again in a day or two, till the tempest wag
allayed.” Essex was in the field almost equally soon;

{ Pym here makes allugion to what hea been commemorated eo noblg try
pur great poet Wardsworth, in hin cennet beginning — * Yanguard of
Liberty, ye men of Eent!™ -

YoL. ML T
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and the green-coat regiments ¢f Hampden, the Londen
red.cozts of Hollis, the purple of lord Brook, the Bue
of lord Say, were soon seen gathering over the English
fields. 8ir William Waller, the firm friend of the par-
liament, wrote to his “ noble friend” sir Ralph Hopton,
entirely devoted to the king, in these words: “ My
affecions to you are so unchangeable, that hostility
itself cannot violate my friendehip to your person ; but
I must be true to the canse wherein I serve. The okl
limitation of ueque ad gras holds still. . . . The great
God, who is the searcher of my heart, knowe with what
reluctance 1 go upon this serviee, and with whet perfect
hatred T ook upon s war without an enemy. But I
look upon it as opus Domini, and that ie enough to
silence all passion in me. The God of peace in his
good time send ne peace, and in the mesntime fit us to
receive it | We are both on the stage, and we must act
the parts that are assigned we in this tragedy. Let us
do it in a way of honour, and without persenal animoei-
ties.” It atands on record, to the immortal honour of
the English character, that in this nohle and affecting
spirit, with very rare exceptions, our great civil war was
to the last fought out on both sides.
~ None of its details, however, belong to this memoir.
To.Pym was entrusted the momentous daty of watching
over, and conducting, the affairs of parliament and the
executive, while the majority of his friends were absent
in the war. The executive power had been vested in
what wes styled & “ committee of safety,” comprising
five peers— Easex, Northumberland, Pembroke, Holland,
and Bay ; and ten commoners ~-Pym, Hampden, Hollie,
Marten, Fienues, Pierrepoint, Glyn, sir William Waller,
#ir Philip Stapleton, and sir John Meyrick. But all
its most arduous dutiea fell upon Pym, and to their per-
formance, with lis old and unwearied energy, he entirely
devoted what was left of his great and useful life.

With & view to that solemnity which was thought
befitting the capital of & country through which eivil
war now raged, one of the firat acts of the houses was the
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jesue of an order thaf, during the present period of ca-
lamity, *“ when bumiliation and prayer better became
the state of public affairs than mirth and levity,” all
public stage-plays should cesse and be forborne. There
is something grand in this, with which the liveliest and
most liberal imagination amoengst ns now need not fail
to sympathise. The players, howaver, were not dia-
oomfited. Beomning plain prose, they sent up a rhymed
petition to the houses, and then followed the army of the
king. From the petition itself a line or two may serve—

* * * We vow
Mot to act anything you disallow,
We will not dare at your sirange voles to jeer,
Or personace king Pym with hin state deer.!

“ King'’ Pym was a favouriteand scarcely objectionable
term of royalist reproach, against ene wlo reigned with
absolnte power over the affections of the great mass
of the English people.

As the players went out, pamphlets and newspapets,
a mew, and many may thinka somewhat less exception-
able, series of ¢ abstract and brief chronicles of the
time,” cemein. Now, “News from Hull,” * Trutha
from York,” and ¢ Warranted Tidings from Ireland,”
coursed the conntry side; now, the ¢ Scote’ Dove”
asgaulted and tore to pieces the °° Parliament Kite” or
the ¢ Secret Owl;" and the ¢ Weekly Discoverer
suddenly found himself * The Discoverer stript naked.”
The principal regular newspapers, however, were, on
- the side of the parliament, the Mercurius Britannicus,
written by the famous Marchamont Needham, or * foul-
mouthed Ned," as his polite opponents styled him ;
and, on the king's side, the Mercuriua Aulicus, puh-
lished under the clessic auspices of Oxford, and written,

1 King Pym has been onated at last, however, or if not personat
at least delineated, by Mr. Emowaing, with infinite force, expression, an.
beauty, in the recent tragedy of © Strafford.” But the offences egainat
Pym ‘st this time were not all 0 harmless =a that alluded to in the-
text. I cupg from the Old Patl. Hist. wol ii, p. 266 * T'wo wete tricd
this day at the lorde® bar ; one of them, Mr ‘Windebunk, for saying, *that
Mr. Pym had taken & bribe of 30L sitting in the chair in Eacter term ;
1hat he had as many sugar loaves given for bribet, as he had sold for
6 or 7004  That before he was a parliament man he was worth little, but
he had now cozened the king of as much moncy aehe had bought a good eslate,
and given 10,000, gf $Ae Ring x money tothe warriage of kis doughter ™
T 2



276 BRITISH STATEEMEN.

as Needham used to say, by Birkenhead the seribe
(afterwards air John), secretary Nicholas the informer,
George Digby the contriver,” and that very reverend
divine, doclor Peter Heylin. The wars of these rival
journalists were carried on without much seruple on
either side, though the court, undoubtedly, carried off
the pelm for indecency ; and they served to disseminate,
in every possihle shape, the fercest hate and malice. T
have examined them all (I believe), with the utmost
care, and shell be sble to illustrate the remammg part
of my subject with an occasional extract.

The exertions which Pym found requisite to maintain
the interest and honour of parliament at this time, are
almost incredible ; and es the chequered fortunes of the
parliamentarian srmy darkened into positive losses, the
difficulties of his position were only less extraordinary
than the resources they called forth from him. “ From
three of the clock in the morning to the evening, snd
from evening to midnight,” saye an unimpeachable wit-
ness, Dr. Marshall!, who stood by hie side, he laboured
in the service of the commonwealth, Now on the feld
of action, consulting with Hampden ; now in the tent
of Escex, strengthening his failing purpose ; again at
Westminster ; end then among the London citizens :
—it was Pym, and Pym slone, who held at this awful
crisig the frame of the executive together.

And,what in this was probably the most extraordinary,
Yiis influence sustained itself in defiance of sll the violent
changes and affections of the short-sighted multitude,
In the opening months of the war, for instance, a ne-
gotiation with the king was opened, and hecame highly
unpopular, Pym acknowledged its propriety, however,
and, with some of the commitiee, presented himself at
the Guildhall, and thus addressed the authorities? : —

“ My lord mayor and gentlemen, I and my colleagues
are here to represent to you (to you of this famous city

! Funeral Bermon, p 36,

2 This speech in net in Rushworlb, 1 copy from an edition princed
* Jor Peter Cole.”
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of London, whe will make it much more famous by these
noble affections, which you have shewed afill to the
public good, and by yielding so much aid and eo much
encouragement as you have done to the parliament in
maintaining it !} the state of both houses, and the reasons
and motives upen which they did desire peace ; motives,
indeed, that have wrought with us from the beginuing
of this war to this time; for we should never have’
stepped one step towards war, if we might have had,
or hoped for, wuch a peace as might have sectired religion
and liberty, and the public good of the kingdom. Bue
truly ill counsel did exclude us from such Lope.

“ We now conceive that the king, having seen the
courege of his subjects, having seen the danger of his
own petson, end so much blood shed gbout him, will be
more tracteble to good conditions of peace, than he would
have been befere; and that is the reason why we do
think fit to try him, once more, after this battle that
hath been lately fought, before it come to another
battle.

It is true, that this may seem a resolution contrary
to that which was opened to you within these few days;
but you will conceive, that all great councils are subject
to alter their vesolutions, eccording as matters alter, and
as the apprehensions of matters alter; for if things
appear more clear and hopeful to them at one time than
another, it is no dishonour for thém to vary according
to their appearance, judgments, and best reasons, so long
aa they do it with affections to the best purpose, which
you may rest assured the parliament hath dene. And
though we desire peace very much, yet a peace to betray
religion, or to betray our liberties, we shell always
eateern worse than war ; therefore we shall put it to a
very quick issue, if the king receive the petition, to
make such propositicns as you may see.

“ First, whether yon shall be secured in your re-
ligion ; in your religion with a hope of reformation ;
euch a reformation as may msintain the power of religion,
and the purity of religion, as well as the name of

T3
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religion, for we shall not be contented with the name,
nor without a reformation that shall maintain the power
of it. Next, we shall pursue the meintenance of our
liberties, libertiea that may not only be in laws and
platutes, but liberties that may be in practice and in ex-
ecution ; sud totake such course, that you may have the
effects of them in truth; for to have printed liberlies,
and not to have liberties in truth and reality, is but to
mock the kingdom : and I hope we shall take care for
that in the second place. Thirdly, we shall take care
to maintain the dignity and the homour of parliament,
for that is what will be a lasting security to you in your
liberty and religion. We shall take care, in the fourth
place, to enswer the affeclions of the city of London,
that we will not consent to anything that shall be pre.
Jjudicial to them. We will preserve them in the highest
degree of honour, ihat ever this city of London was in ;
and truly it is now in the highest degree of honour that
ever it was, for you have carried yourselves in such a
regard to the public, as never any of your predecessors
did ‘before ; and therefore we shall, in a peace, be as
careful of you as of ourselves: and you may be assured
of this, that if we have not this peace, our lives, our
pains, our estates, they shall all join with you in main-
taining that with the sword, which we can not get in
an humble way by petition. And this, I again say, we
aball bring to a quick issue.

*¢ Therefore Ishall only move you, ag I am commanded
to do from the parliament, thet you will not think there
is any fainting on our parts ; that we are more cold or
less affectionnte to any of these good ends than heretofore
we have been ; but that we would compass them with
more secure advantage, For if you can get these by
peace, you will have great advantages by it: you will
hinder foreign invasions from beyond Lhe seas ; you will
quickly be able to master the rebels in Ireland ; you
will quickly be able to suppress the papista that begin to
rise in England ; — then you ahall have a perpetual
security, that they shall never be able to hurt youmore.
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Therefore, if we can have such a peace without further
bazard and blood-shedding, we shall praise God, and
eateem it a5 » great blessing, But if not, pray lay not
down the same spirits, for we have the seme hearts, and
multitudes of epirits, and the kingdom inclinahble to us.
Where the king has been, many, to save their estates
and lives, have shewed themselves but men ; for it was
pot o be thought that single counties showld maintain
themselves againat an army ; — but they have hearts as
they bad theretofore ; and no doubt but they will joun
with us, with more alacrity, when they see we have de-
sired pence hy all the ways we could, and cannot have it

“ We shall, by this means, satisfy our own consciences;
we shall satisfy many membera of parliament, that
desired it might be put on this way ; we shall satisfy
many of the kingdom too, that have held themeelves
indifferent ; but when they see there is no hope of
peace, in such a way, without blood, certainly they will
stend to us for religion and liberty, which must be
destroyed if we cannot secure them without war,
Therefore, I shall commend to you, that you would not
let fall any part of your contributicns, for it is that
which must maintain the army; nor emtertain ill
apprehensions of the parliament ; but go on so as you
have done. The end of all, I hope, will be such that
God may have all the glory, and you all the comfort 1”

Two litte months after, however, when war, again
less auccesafully rewumed, wes not s¢ popular, he pre-
sented himeelf in the ssme place, and requested from
the same authorities » further asseesment of supply upon
the citizens.

“ My lord mayor and gentlemen,” he eaid, ¢ we come
not to tell your lordship and these worthy citizens only
our wants and dangers, but we come to speak the thanks
of the parliament to you, for that which you have
already donme; for that you have shewed s¢ much
affection to the public, and that it hath produced so good
effects throughout the whole kingdom. Now you have
jodeed an army raised, most out of this city, able to

T 4
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defend (with God's blesaing) the religion and liberty of
the kingdom, if it may be upheld! And we come not
only to give you thanks for that which you have done,
but to stir you up to join with us in giving thanks to
God that hath given such a bleszing to our endeavours,
that when, by letters sent inte all parta almost, our
enemies did presume beforehand to triumph in the
ruin and plundering of this city, God prevented it, and
hath kept you safe; kept your houses, your walls, your
suburbs, safe from that that waes intended sgainst you !
And now, truly, as we have sought for this bleasing by
fasting and by prayer, s it iz fit that we ahould testify
our thanksgiving for it ; and this is & necessary part of
our errand which we are sentabout. And that we may
be serviceable to God's providemce still, a8 he hath
stirred up your hearts to do so much already, so that he
would stir you up stll te cohtinue to do that which is
fit to be done for the future ; and that you will do it in
such a way a8 may be most pleasing to yourselves.

* We come not hither, that, by any consent here in
public, you should bind yourselves in particular ; but
we come to let you know the dangers of the kingdom,
with the sense the parliament hath of it, and of the city
especially ; that you may not lose that which hath been
already done, but that you may go on still chearfully
to do the full work. And we come to tell you that the
parliament doth intend the burden shall not lie upon
you that are well affected and come in voluntarily ; bot
that they have thought upon & way, and have begun it
already, and I hope, within two or three days at the
most, it shall be published to you, that all that are in-
disposed shall be foreed to do that, which, out of readi-
ness and chearfulnesse to the public good, they will not
do of themselver. Neither limit we it to the city and
snburbe ; but we are in a course to draw in all the
counties of the kingdom, that as the burden ig universal,.
g0 the aid may be universal. These are the thoughta of
the parliament. .

““ If it plense God to bless your forces that are al.
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ready raised and contirued, we hope you shall not only
see peace again in the kingdom, and security for your
religion, hut see that the burden shall lie upon those
who have been' the engines and actors of the mischiefs
and troubles that are come upon us. They shall then
recompense the charges you have been at already !
 This is the intention of the parliament. Ouly for
the present do somewhat! Every man, as God shall
enable him, do somewhat ! Thus we may meet the pre-
sent necessities, and prevent the dangers that require a
present subsistence, and present supply of the army ;
without which, what is it will follow, but the danger of
the city, the ruin of the countries about, the stopping
up of the river, which is almost taken from you, and
the less of thesea comsta! You canmot have better
hearts than you have ; God hath enabled many of you
with purses ; I hope it Will be so readily disposed, that
we ghall have a full joy iu the recompence of it, and of
the retribution, This let us all pray to God to bring to
pass.” :
A supply followed thig speech, which is an exquisite
specimen of those *¢ wonderful popular arts’ which
Clarendon ascribes to Pym. It would, indeed, be diffi-
cult to imagine any thing better adapted to the occasion
— 8o forcible, yet worded with such nice subtlety, as the
passages which have just been quoted. Meanwhile the
king, heated with his imagined succeeses, addressed a
paper to the e¢ity of London, in the highest style of a
conquerpr, Their recent actions he represented berein
as ontrages of so tremendous a nature, that they called
down the immediate vengeance of God, unless the city
- would purge itself of guilt, hy delivering up to him
their pretended lord mayor, and other leaders, whom he
had particularly marked as traitors in his proclan-
ationz ;! he graciouely offered pardon to the rest, and
added that he would give them the honour of his pre-
sence, when they should put themselves in a proper
posture to receive him ; with a warning, that whosoever
! These were ¥en, Foulke, and Manwaring,
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should henceforward contribute, by the payment of ton-
nage and poundage, or any other tax, on what pretence
of authority seever, to the maintenance of the army
under the earl of Essex, must expect the severest pu-
nishment the law could inflict. He concluded with an
express cotaraand, that this his manifesto should be read
out publicly in the city of London. This commend, at
least, was obeyed. The parliament was communicated
with, and a committee of both houses were present when
it was read,

¢ Methinks I see him ” says Mr. Godwin, in reference
to this period, *“ methinks I see Charles, in his principal
entrance into London, surrounded by all his minions
and myrmidons, his horse's hoofs wet with his country's
bood.”

But this was not to be while Pym lived. The king’s
manifesto was read, and a deep cilence followed —
when ¢ Mr. Pym, that worthy member of the house of
commons and patriot of his country,” as Peter Cole
styles him in his edition of the speech, rose and com-
mented, elaborately but with singular force and clearness,
an the various allegations of Charles. He acknowledged
the generous and magnanimous conduct of the city, and
their sieady adherence to the principles of liberty : he
avowed, that all those actions with which they had been
reproached by the king had been done in obedience to
the commands of parliament: he vindicated those com-
- mands, and shewed that the king’s answer was a libel,
stuffed with scandalous, injurious aspersions on the two
" respectable bodies of parliament and eity: as to the king's
apsertion, that he was driven by tumults out of the city,
Pym remsmbered the company-of the king’s going the .
day after his attempt to seize the members into the city,
without a guard ; and his residing divers daye at
Whitehall, Hampton.court, and Windsor, without any
atlernpt which conld give him apprebension of fear. On
Charles’saccusation againat the two houses, of destroying
the property of the subject, by taking away the twentieth
part by an arbitrary power, Pym observed, that there

kS
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wag little reason for this objection on his majesty’s
behalf, when it was well known, that from the subjects
whe were within the power of his army he did take the
fujl yearly value of their lands, and in some cases more ;
that not only perticular houses, but whole towns, had
been plundered by command and design ; and that by
proclamations men were declared to forfeit all their
estates, because tHey would not obey arkhitrary com-
mands. To the king’s declaration, that he expected to ba
kept from tumults and affronws, Pym observed, that hia
majesty’s expressions, in his answer, tending to the
making a divigion in the city, and to the raising & party
which might make disturbances in the orderly govern
ment now established in it, would be more prejudicial
to his quiet abode in London than any thing which had
ever been acted by the houses of parliament, or the
present governors of the city. In conclusion, as to the
threatening part of the matter, Pym zdded, with a stern
indifference, that the danger arising from thede ill
councile which influenced the king, eould not be kept
off but by the power of arma; and that the lords end
commons were 80 far from being frighted hy his
menaces, that they had just declared farther contribution
towards the maintenance of the army ; that they hoped
for the continuence of the good affections of the city;
and indeed desired that they would add at once some
firther contrihutions towards the support of the forces
which were now in existence for all their safeties.

The effect of this speechis sirikingly described by
the reporter. < At the end of every period fhe ap-
pause was so great, that he was fain o rest dill silence
was again made ; and, at last (the company ready to
be dizrolved), after some pause and consultation with
the committee of lords and commona then present, si.
lence being made, he closed all with the words follow~
ing : < Worthy citizens, you have underatood the sense
of both housee of parliament, coneerning my lord
mayor bere, and those worthy members of your city,
that are demanded ; you have heard the parliament des
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clare, that they will protect them in that which they
have done by direction of both houses ; and they expect
that you should expresa it yourselves likewise, that if
any violence be affered to them, you will secure and defend
them with your uttermost force ; and you shall always
find, that thie pratection of the parliament shall not
only exlend to these, but to all athers that have done
any thing by their command.” Which words were no
sconer uttered, but the citizens, with one joint harmony
of minds and voices, gave such an acclamation as would
have drowned all the former, if they had been then
breathing ; which, after a long continuance, resolved
itself into this more articulate and distinet voice, ¢ We
will live and die with them! We will live and die
with them ! and the like. 8o that,” concludes Mr. Pe.
ter Coles, “in the managing of this day’s work, God
wag 30 pleased to manifest himself, that the well-af-
fected went away not strengthened only, but rejoicing ;
and the malignants (as they have been called), some
convinced, others silenced, many ashamed ; — it fully
appearing how litde power they had to answer their
desires of doing mischief. — Instead of dividing the
city, the city were more exceedingly united ; instead
of a dissipation, thousands were unexpectedly brought,
as it were, into an unthought of association, to live and
die in the defence of those zealous and honourable ae-
sertors of their peace and liberties, all which we may sum
up in that triumph of the man of God: ‘In the thing
wherein they dealt proudly, God was above them.’ *

Proud indeed was Pym’s bearing throwgh these great
extremities of the cause, which, however, now threatened
to deepen daily. Sir William Waller suffered a serious
check from his old friend sir Ralph Hopton, and was
subsequently completely routed by Wilmot. Exeter
and Bristol at about the same time surrendered to the
king. The London people began to murmur, and the
danger was imminent indeed,

Again Pym saved the commonwealth. The formid-
able conspiracy againet the parliament, and the life of
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Pym, its principal member, known by the name of
Waller’s plot, was now discovered by the unwearied
and unwinking vigilence of the patriot, and the feel-
ing produced by its disclosure reanimated the syropa-
thiea of the people. The plot bad been got up by
Edmund Waller the poet, in concert with two associates,
named Challoner end Tomking. The ohject was to
seize the persons of Pym end the leading members of
the commons, and deliver up.the city te the king.
The proceedings were nearly ripe, when, says Claren-
don, “a servant of Mr. Tomkins, whe had often cur-
sorily overheard hia master and Mr. Waller discourse
of the argument, placed himself behind a hanging, at
a time they were together ;—and there, whilst either
of them diecoursed Lhe langmage and opinion of the
coropany they kept, overheard enough to make him
believe his informauon and discovery would make
him welcome to those whom he thought concerned ;
and s0 went to Mr. Pym, and acquainted him with all
he had heard. The time when Mr. Pym was roade
acquainied with it is not known; but the circum-
stances of the publishing it were such as filled al
men with apprehensions. It was on Wednesday the
thirty-first of May, their solemn fast day, when, being
all at their sermon, in 8i. Margaret'’s Church at West-
minster, aceording to their custom, a letter or message
is brought privately to Mr. Pym, who thereupen, with
some of the most active members, rise from their seats ;
and, after a littde whispering together, remove out of
the church. This could not but exceedingly afect
those who stayed behind. Immediately they sent
guards to all the pricons, as Lambeth house, Ely house,
and such places, where their malignants were in cuss
tody, with directions *to search the prisoners,” and
some other places which they thonght fit shouid be
suspected. Afler the sermons were ended, the houses
met ; and were only told, ¢ that letters were in ter-
cepted going to the king and the court at Oxford, that
expressed some notable conspiracy in hand, to deliver
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up the parlisment and the city into the hands of the
cavaliera ; and that the time for the exeention of it
drew very mnear.’ Hereupon a commitiee was ap.
pointed ¢ to examine all persons they thought fit,
and to apprehend some nominated at thet time.” And
the same 1night, the commitiee apprehended Mr. Waller
and Mr. Tomkins ; and, the next day, such others as
they thought fic."?

The utmost availshle use was made of thie dis-
covery by Pym, and the most striking was the in.
wroduction of a vow against this or any similar design,
which, though nominally oplional, served all the pur.
poses of & test. Tomkine and Challoner were tried and
executed ; and died acknowledging the justice of their
pubishment. Weller had disclosed eo mmuch, that on
the payment of a fine of 10,000. and a yesr's im-
prisonment, he was ruffered to carry his ignominy to
France. The whole course and management of the
plot, and ita dizcovery, were enlarged on in the city
with Pym's ustal adroitness and popular power, and a
copy of the elaborate speech he delivered at the Guild.
hall, “ corrected by his own hand,” will be found in
the appendiz.? .

8till the king's succestes comtinued, and stll the
inadequacy and slackness of Essex became more and
more apparent. A proclamation appeared from Charles
promising free pardon te all, with somre few excep-
tions 3, on the laying down of arms, The exceptiona
included Pym and Hampden, as principal traitors,

! Higt, vob.iv. p.66, 67, In No, 119, of King'a Famphlets, part. 14. p. 300.,
js & preposterous account of thia plot, stating that it wes merely a * com -
mission jsaled by Charles againsl traitore,” and that certain members of
the hause af oommona,h mumlnglthemsel\:.es to_be the traitors, having
found in whose hands the commission was, * on Wednesdzy, May the Slat.
when the resl of their body were al church to cbsevve the fast, some fity
of them went into the house of commans, and delegared the whole power of
the houte to master Pym, master Glyn, Mr. St. John, sir Hatry Vane the

younget, and eit Gilbert Gerard: who, raising the trained bands, seized
upon such pertons as they thought were likely to crosé their purposes, and

filled the town with all the noise #nd cl befote ¥ ) e,
&c. The only efect of this is to impicate the king more deeply in the
Lreachery.

2 Appendix A,

3 See Parl. Hust, vol. xii. p. 811, 318,
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Some of the moderate presbyterians! in the house
showed signs of wincing. The answer of Pym was
one of the boldest and most decisive measures yet
adopted. He carrfed np an impeachment agerinst the
queen 2, which Hellis has commemorated in his me-
moirs ag the first great vietory gained by the independ.
ents over the presbyterians. It is clear to me that
the great patriot resorted to this as a stroke of im-
mediate policy alone, and without any view to serious
measures against Henrietta. (I am equally certain that,
bad Pym survived, poor feeble Laud wonld not have
died upon the scaffold.) Any hope of compromise with
the house of commons, es & body, after the queen’s
impeachment, was utterly hopeleas,

The shuses poured out from Oxford upen Pym,
were commensurate with these services to the ““ good old
canse,” *‘Mercuriua Aulicns™ of March the 8tb, 1643,
observes: — It was carried from London, hy letters
of the 2d of March, that in the house of commons, the
day hefore, there had been s great adee about his ma-
Jjestie's proclamation, prohibiting the assoeiation pro-

! By the aid of this very party, Pym was foiled more than once in a mode.
rile and generous policy ed to the cosducr of the war, From one of the
newspupers of a few months before, for inatance, 1 take the following: —* 1¢
was advertized from London, that upon Wednesday, May 17., at the re-
commendation of the earle of Espex, & motion was made in the house of
commoens, that the countesse of Rivers might have her coach-harses re.
atored, which hed before beene taken from her by some of the horse-taketn
for the two houges of parltament ; which, though it was a very pasie cour.
teaie, conaideri that she had i:een riﬁed by them (ae themuelves con-
fesned) bo the valuc of 40,000:, end that it was propoded by Master Pym
(no means man I hope), would by no means passe."”

¥ A message being gent up from the lower houss, te desive the losds to
sit awhile, for they bad & matter of great importance to enmmunicate to
them ; eoon_ after came up 'Mr. Pym to acquaint their lordships that
the commons had diacharged their constiences by the following vote which
they had ?‘ansed :-=*That the queen had levied war egainst the parlia.
ment and kingdom ;* and having dischayged their { , they think
it it to discharge ‘their duty too; and said, he was comwmanded by the
house of commnns asembled in parliament, in the name of themuelvés,
and of all the commons of England, to accuse and impeach, and he did
accordingly now xceuse and impeach, Henrietta Maria, queen of England,
of high treason. And they desired their lordships to iseue forth pro-
clamations to summon her to appear before them, and receive a trial and
due sentence for the vame. It ia gheervable that these votes were carried
in the house of commons nem. con. The Dn}ueen had justilefore met the
king at Edge Hill, with a reinforcement of 30 foot, 30 troops of horee
and’ dragoons, a aixﬁie{m of cannon, bealdes great store of other war-
like ammunition, which made the honee of B0 ELAND 1 againat
her.” — Parl, Hist, vol. xii. p. 285,
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Jected and agreed upon by them 3 between the counties
of Kent, Surrey, Bussex, and Hampshire ; which was
inveighed agninst with all possible acrimony by Mr.
Pym, who spake agginst it no less than seven times,
and that with so much viclence and passion that he
waa faine to take breath.” Some passages follow that
may not with propriety be quoted, concerning the
“ hums and plaudiles ” bestowed upon * this Mr. Pym.”
The same respectable journal of a few weeks later, after
describing the shift to which the commons had been
put for want of money, and a warrant circuleted by
lady Waller to arrest the deserters from her husbend's
army, proceeds thus: —* This warrant a gentleman
of good credit saw this week, which you must suppose
was drawn up at the honourable ehe-committee, which
is ever full of feares and sadnesse lest fhat good fa!
man, master John Pym, should lose his vole, by going
to master Hampden upon some earnost businesge.”
“ He tells us;”’ rejoing Needham to this in the ' Mer-
curius Britannicus,” “ he tellz us of our she-committee
again. Aulicus, let our lsdies nlone, they love mot to
be handled like yours at Oxford.” Pym’'s change of
residence has the honour of mention in a succeeding

© * Aulicus "’ : — < It is signifiede in the same letters,

that the commitice for dispesing of delinquents’ estates,
have appointed the earl of Derby’s house in West-
minster to be a dwelling for Mr, Pym, with especial
direction that he be not too modest or reserved in the
use thereof ; and that others of the houses and house.
hold staffe about the tower are like to be disposed, by
the same authoritie (6 whose share, think you, wil
Whitehall fall in this distribution #)” On the other
hand, an oppesition journal states a very handsome
tribute to the patriot, as peid by the court at Oxford :
- It ig credibly affirmed that the cavaliers do usually
drink this wicked gnd blasphemous health, viz.-—*1, A
health to his majestie, by whom we live, move, and
have our being, 2. A health to the confusion of Pym,
i By Hampden and Pym. Bee Life of Hampden, poat, p. 351,
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his God, and bis goapel. One extract more from the
Oxford court journal ; — “ From London we are certi-
fled, that one maater Carleton hath so frequently feasted
the worthy members, one Wwhereof was master Pym
(who, the world knowes, is a man of quick dispatch),
that they have eaten the said Carleton into a pretty
broken forwne, and rendered him fit to be a new
commen councilman ; but to make him whole again,
the worthies have preferred him to a captaine’s place
in his excellencie's army, where, if he thrive apace, be
may rise to be a8 high as Manwaring or Yen, at least
as great as the earle of Essex.”

Nor was this the only kind of ettack now made upon
the patriot. Clarendon beldly affirms, “ that his
power of doing shrewd turns wae extraordinary, and
no less in doing good offices for particular persons ;
and that he did preserve many from censnre, who were
under the severe displeasure of the bouses, and looked
upen as efninent delinquents ; and the quality of many
of them made it believed, that he had sold that pro-
tection for valuable considerations.” This latter de-
duction may be supposed to rest on the same authority
te which lord Clerendon has confessed himsell indebtled
for other slanders mgainst the patriot — that of *¢ an
obecure persen or two.”1  The incident, without
the deduclion, would have better deserved mention, as
an evidence of Pym's generosity and kindness, But
the wonder would have been, if such a forward and
eminent person as Pym, in times of such exasperation,
had escaped these fiercest alanders. They passed unnoticed
by himself ; but the commons themselves interfered at
last. When eir John Hotham, for instance, brought Lo
the bar of the house for desertion to the king, was asked,
“ * Whether he knew of any members of that hause, or of
the lords, that had conveyed any treasure beyond seas ?
He answered, he knew of none, if he were Lo die that
instant. And being again asked, whether he knew
that Mr. Pym had couveyed any tressure in like

| Bew the text restored in Clarendon, vol §, p. 493
FOL, I1l. L}
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manner ; wifA some astomishmend he atked, — if thatd
question was asked him in earnest ¥ protested he knew
nothing of it, and that he had never reported any such
thing.”” I will quote the sequel of this, as it is given
in the Parliamentary History.! ¢ In the course of
these examinations, the reader may observe, that Mr.
Pym is mentioned as charged with some indirect prae-
tices. To do justice to that great man, on the same
day, Sir Edward Bainton, & member of the house of
commone waa sent for, charged with saying, that
the Lord S8ay and Mr. Pym had betrayed the ‘west and
north; and being demanded, whether he had spoke
those worda charged upon him, answered : — he did not
speak them as they were there laid down, Being then
demanded what he had epoken to that purpose; an-
swered, that he had learned, since he had sat here, that
he ought not to speak anything here that reflected to
the prejudice of another member; and therefore de-
sired to be excueed, unlese he were enjoined and
commanded. Whereupon, he was enjoined to speak
the whole truth ; and then he aid, that he did mot
say that My, Pym had betrayed the west, but that he
had betrayed his county ; which he did, by being a
means of detaining him in prison, who only was able to
maintain and preserve that county, till the gaid county
was quite lost, netwithstanding many orders made for
his bringing up. As for betraying the north, he knew
nothing more of that than he had heard in the heuse,
which sounded bad enough ; viz., that the offer of the
lord Bavile and sir William Savile, to deliver up to
the parliament’s forces York, and that whole county, if
they might net be prejudiced in their persons and
estates,"was prevented : adding, that he had heard ic
paid and affirmed, with solemn and deep oaths and
protestations, that the lord Cottinglon had treated with
his roajesty for the pardon of the lord Say and Mr. Pym ;
and that if they had had the preferments they expected,
we had not been brough to the condition we now are
in. Being demanded from whom he heard this, an-
1 Farl Hist. vol xli. p 379,
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swered, it was from the lord Grandison’s brother,
lieutenant-colonel Brett, and serjeamt-major Juques,
all officers in the king's army, and prisoners with him at
Glouceater. Mtr. Pym, in answer to the charge, pro-
teated soleranly, that he never had intercourse with
the lord Cottington, hy one means or otber, since
difference between the king and parlisment. ‘That he
never received but two messages from him since this
parlimment began ; the one was by gir Artbur Ingram,
long before he died; the other by sir Benjamin Rud-
yerd. Upon the whale, the commons voted the charge
laid upon Mr. Pym by eir Edward Bainton, to be
false and scandalous; and that the said sir Edward
abould be forthwith sent o the Tower, there to Temain
a prisoner during the pleasure of the house.”
Incregsing in malignity, however, Pym’s slanderers
now fixed upon his religious {aith and personal relation
to the king, and levelled such monatrons charges
agsingt him in regard to both, that he thought it neces-
sary at last to issue a ** dedaration and vindicetion, ”
which will be found at length in the Appendix.! In
this, with great modesty of lenguage and feeling, he
compares his fate with that of * the orator and patriot
of his counay, Cicero.” “ I will not,” he esys, ¢ be
80 arrogant as to parallel myself to that worthy ; yet
my case, if we may compare lesser things with great,
hath to his a very near resemblance ; the reason I am
s¢ much maligned and reproached by ill-affected pereons
being, because I have been forward in advancing the
affaire of the kingdom, and have been taken notice of
for that forwardmess; they, out of their malice, con-
verting that to a vice, which, without boaat be it spoken,
I esteern my greatest virtue,” He concluded with
affirming his continued attachment to a form of limited
and constitutional monarchy in England. Such a mo-
narchy?, had his life and that of Hampden been spared,
| Appendix B )

% Bborily before the death of Pym, the elector palatine sent leUers to
the parliament, declaring his catisfaction with the covenant, and bemonning
the conduct of bis b o, prince Rugpert, in fighuing sgminst the legis

v
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would, in all probability, have resulted from the war;
and the settlement of its conditions, and of the true
extent of the power and sutherity of the people, would
doubtless have put to chame the feeble and uncertain
settlement of 1688. But this hope was already vein.

News of Hampden's death had reached London, and
Pym felt himeelf sinking under & gradual and wearing
illness. His labours had overtasked his strength. Still
he appeared in the house of commons, however, and
had still one of the greatest achievements of his life to
perform.!

Sanguine hopes prevailed at Oxford that the way to
London was open at last. Waeller was routed in the
west, end the strong places were in Charles’s hands.
Gainsborough was re-captured, and Hull in imminent
danger. The queen joined the king with a reinforce-
ment, and London was without ar army or fortificationa
for its defence, But Pym was there ! The Mercurius
Aulicus had heard of his illness, however, and took
occasion to throw out the following signifieant hint ; —
“ We are heare very glad to heare that the French
ambassadour is most certainly arrived, and doth now
reside at Sommerset House ; the king ahd queen doe
both desire that he may be the happy meanes to setde
peace in this kingdome, and that Pym, if he be sicke,
for so we are certifide hy letters, may live to see the

Iative body. This very constitutional ellegiance obiained, evantuslly,
for the electer, a pension from the parliament: more than aqUiTa
tent to that which he had heeu accustomed to receive from the kms
The eiector himself arrived in England just after Pym's decease.
pomsible that something mere than this grant, frustrated by the patnot‘l
dealh Iml beent wecretly in agitation, and that Pym hed cmgmally con-

tated the lnteoduction of this electoral prince as the roun ar of & new
rofai dynasty, if it became necesisry to depose Charles I ¢

n & recent I ion, entithad * M of Sctden, ™ Pym receives
casugl inention, at this period, as having singular infuence.  * Mr.
Baillie," saya the cnmpller. " given this instance of the popularity of
Hr Pvm 0 1643, ¢On Wednesday, Mr. Pym wes carried from bis house

ter, on the shonlders of the chief men in the lower house, all

rhe house ROLNE in proression before him''' Poor Mr. Brillie Little
whought the use hia description of the petriot®s funerat would be put to!
It was, glas! the dead body of Pym thus catried by his old frlends to
ita Iaat reiting place, n testimony of their affectionate respect.
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king againe, and, by asking God forgivenesse, may die
in hia bed ; & mercy which he does not deserve.” This
perfidious suggestion availed nothing. Pym was not
yet a0 ill, but that he retained his intellect, and, with
that, his power ; and now he used them both, with a
185t and memorable effect, against the king. )
Eseex, despairing, or willing to compromise, wrote to
the house of lordsl, advisibg accommodation, A
petition was voted accordingly, and was taken into con-
gideration by the commone after a vehement struggle s
but ultimately, by the unparalleled efforts of Pym and
8t. John, a majority of two was obtained against it.
All the pulpits of London were brought into requi-
sition, and the people wrought to the last pitch of po-
litical and religious enthusiasm. Yet the danger of the
defenceless state of the capital remained unprovided
againet, and the discontent of Eszex himself threatened
_the worst of dangers, Then it was that Pym nobly
discharged himself of his last duty to the commonwealth,
and, oppressecd with illness as he was, presented himself
with 8t. John, at the tent of Essex, and there, as
Clarendon says 2, by * his power and dexterity, wholly

1 Many of the lords, originally left in the executive, were now sighing
once mere for the coonrr, wnd several womeemly exhibitions had already
taken pince between them and the more resolute members of the com-
mons  The fsllowing is from & curicus pamphlet of the time: —* The
pommittee for the house of commons, which came from Oxford, made a
relation to the house of his majesty’s answer, which was much com.
meended and extolied by all moderate men, and tlzumght to be both full and
satinfactorie ; but that upon the other side it was so farre from plemlng the
engaged malignant party, that meater Martyn said expressiy ¥t it was
rather to be ecorned than anawered ; and finally, that st a conference the
same day betwixt the houses, for giving some anywer to his majestis’s

gea, in the jainted chamber, the earle of Northumberland, standing
by the fre, asked master Mariyn (whom he found therej why he brake
open certain letters which were sent to him to Oxford [for such a eaugy
trick had been put wpon him), and doding little resson for it in his reply,
ve him e bastinade with his cane, and a blow with his flst ; whereupon
riyn, getiing near him, caught him by the collar of his douniet, or, ax
some sy, by his George, whizch occasigned divers of the standers by to
draw their swords, amongst whom, the ear! of Pembroke is said to be one,
and wiaiter Pym another. Amd it was 'vertified, with gll, that the quar-
rell in a0 much d, that the _have voted it to be a breach of
thair privilege, and the lords of theirs.”

* % My Pym," he cheerves, “ always opposed ali overtures of peace end
accommodation ; and when the earl of Fsgex waa disposcd, the last surmmer,
by those lords, to an inclination towards a treaty, a1 is before remembered,
)ir,.l'ym'l power and dextetity wholly chan, him, end wrought him to
that temper, which be afterwards swerved not from,  He was wonderfully

v 3
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changed him, and wrought him to that temper which
he afterwards swerved not from,” In other words, he
assured Essex of the support and confidence of the
house, opened his eyes to the king's particular resent-
menta and personal character, and conflymed him in his
duty. 1t has heen truly Baid, in reference to this self-
possessed sagacity and coarage, that ** men actuated by
either extreme of violent temper or vulgar prudence,
would bave removed from the command a general whom
they had reason to distrust.” Pym’s nobler poliey held
together the army withowt a flaw, and, from thst hour,
the tide of fortune gradually turned.

He did not live to see this, but the wise conscioua~
ness of what he had done was consolation sufficient for
such a mind. The band of death was now upon him.
8ome disgraceful riots broke cut at this tfime, in conse-
quence of the wants and deprivations incident to the
war ; and, according to Rushworth, & great multimde of
the wives of substantial citizens, assisted by & large body
of men in women’s clothes, eame to the house of com-
mons with a petition for peace, and blocked up the door
for two hours. * Give us the traitor Pym!" they
eried, ¢ that we may tear him in pieces! Give us the
dog Pym !” but a troop of horse dispersed them. The
traitor or the patriot Pym,—the words may be probs-
bly thought synonymous he;re — was then lying on his
death.bed

The house of commions, anxious to give their great
leader cne proof of confidence more, had conferred on
him, in November, the all-important office of lieu-
tenant-general of the ordnance of the kingdom ; bue
from this moment he sank rapidly. With gloating ex—
pectation, his death was waited for by the royalista.
# From London we hear that Pym is crawling to hie
grave as fast as he.can,” writes Trevor to the marquess

zolicitous for the Beob ing to their asei th i
of body wae 80 great, that it might well have mudo anﬂhu lm{ueulan upon
his nind. "' — Higforp, vol iv. p. $40, H1.
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of Ormonde, in a letter dated from Oxford in December. !
A yet more striking evidence of this feeling is supplied
in the following extraet from the Parliement Scout,
published some days before :— “ We have given the
enemy a great abd notable defeat this week, if our news
hold true ; for whereas they Agve for many weeks ex-
pected the death af magler Pym, and horscs have sfood
ready in severgil siabloe, and, almosi eafen out fheir
heads, for those that were to go with the news lo Ozford,
and hod promise of great reward nnd knighthood that
brought it firset, now he is like to regover, and to sit in
the house of commons again, to facilitate business
there, and see an end of the miseries of England; and
thia will trouble the other party more, by far; that heis
mending, than the rout that sir William Waller gave
to sir Ralph Hopton on Tuesday laat.”

VYery vain was thia hdpe, for on the 8th of De-
cember, 1643, Pym died at Derby House. An account
of the last moments of his sickness has been left by
one Z who knew him intimately through life, and at.
tended his death-bed. From that we learn that he
maintained the same * evenness of spirit which he had
in the time of his health ; professing to myself that it
was to him a most indifferent thing to live or die: if he
lived, lge wonld do what service he could ; if he died,
he should go to that God whom he had served, and
who would car¥y on his work by some othera :—and to
others he sgid, that if his life and death were put into
a halance, he would not willingly cast in one dram to

. turn the balance either way. This was his temper all

the time of hia sickness.” The same interesting me-
morial tells us that “such of his family or friends who
endeavoured to be near him, (lest he ahould faint away
in his weakness), have overheard him impertunately
pray for the Ling's majesty and his posterity, for the
parliament and the public eause ; for himself begging
oothing. And a little before his end, Aaving recovered

Carte's Letters, vol. 1. p. 98
3 Dr. Manshall, 1h hiv funeral sermen, 164

v 4
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L

out of a swound, seeing his friends weeping around him
he cheerfully told them, ¢ Ao Aad loked death in the
face, and knew, and therefore feared not, the worst it
could do, assuring them that his heart was filled with
more comfort and joy which he felt from God, than his
tongue was able to utter ;' and (whilst a revetend
minister was at prayer with him) he quietly slept with
his God.” After reading this calm and affecting account
of the last moments of this immortal advocate of civil and
religious freedom, no one will feel disposed to deny the
Justness of that prophecy,in which the good and ami-

~ able Baxter has indulged in translating Pym into heaven :

—“ Surely” (I quote from the * Saint's Everlasting
Rest” of that good man), © surely Pym i nowa mem-
ber of a more knowing, unerring, well-ordered, right-
aiming, self-denying, unanimous, honourable, triuroph-
ant senate, than that from whence he was taken ! ™
On the news of Pym’s deathl, say the suthors of (he

Parliameuntary History, © the house of commons showed
a respect to his memory that is withont precedent in
the whole course of these inquiries.” For we find, in
the journals, ¢ that & commitice, there named, was
appointed to consider of the esiate of Mr. Pym, de-
ceased, and to offer what they think fit to be done in
consideration of it to the house ; likewise, to take care
to prepare & monument for him, at the charge of the
commonwealth,” It was also ordered, ¢ that the body of
Mr. Pym he interred in Westminster Abbey, without
any charge for breaking open the ground there; and
that the speaker, with the whole house, do accompany
his body to the interment,' " 2

' Welcome news, of course, at Oxford T extract from The Kingdome's
Weekly Post, © with hie packet of letters publishing hie meazage to the city
and country.”=-""II is every where remarkably cbserved L‘Dncernini the
taking of Alton (the particulare whereof are sug’y comrmound to the king.
demeatready, out Poat not uaing to relate what hath been printed befarejthat
the very tame day thed Hiere war a greal feast it Oxford ; and great pre-
parations tmade for Sondfires that might, which wos done accordingly.
The reason war, for that they heard that waster Pimowoosdead ; and it was
obgerved that many cavaliers at Oxford drank that day the confusion of
the mundheads, and particulerly gir William Waller,"

® Parl. Hist. vql. xii, p. 462,  From the * Kingdom’s Weckly Inteili.
genrer,” 1 tale the fallowing : —" The pacli it & highly b the
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On the 15th of December, what remeined of the
great patriot © was buried,” says Clarendon!, ** with
wonderful pornp and magnificence, in that place where
the bones of our English kinge and princes are com-
mitted to their rest.” The body, followed by Charles
and Alexander Pym, was carried from Derby House 1o
Westminster Abbey on the shoulders of the ten chief
gentemen of the house of commons, in the deepest
moorning : — Denzil Hollis, sir Arthur Hazlerig, sir
Henry Vane the younger, Oliver Saint John, Strode, sir
Gilbert Gerard, sir John Clotworthy, sir Nevil Poole, sir
John Wray,and Mr. Knightley; ““and was accom panied "
(says the authority I qnote, the ¢ Perfect Diurnall’ of the
following week), * by both honses of lords and com-
mons in parliament, all in mourning, by the assembly of
divines, by many other gentlemen of quality, and with
two heralds of armed before the corpse bearing his
crest. His funeral sermon was made by Mr. Marshall,
who tooke his text out of the 7th of Micah, part of the
first and second verses, in these words: ¢ Woe is me,
for the good man hath perished out of the earth.””

A few extracts from this. noble and affecting ser-
mon may fitly close this attempt o do tardy justice
to the life and memory of Pym.2

memery of magter Pym, that they have ordered A moucment ta be erected
in the abbey at Westminater, where he Is to be interred ; and the house of
have app 1 th ves to arcompany the corpee Lo the grave,
1¢ highly do they value and esteeme the merita and deservings of s0 good,
20 excellent a pairiot, And commonwealth’s man. They have aiso taken
order, in regard master Pym hath not onely spent hix life in the service
of the kinglome, but lost his estate, that b speciall care be taken for a
subsistence or his wons, wha are Sivewise in fhe sorvice of the parficment
and kingdowme ; it belog a thing very considersble and remsarkable, that
Lhe fathor's cate was o totally taken up for the good of the publique, that

ke even neglected a necessary care to provide for his children,'
"'1m ¢te suhjoin one or two gorinm from this writer's character of

¥

Pym. The main part of It han already been noticed in these . “* No
man had more b5 anawer for the miseries of Lhe kinrdom. or had his hand
oF head deeper in their contrivance. And yet, | believe, they gréw much
higher, even in hislife, than be designed. .. Besidea the exact knowledge
of the forms and erdera of parliament, which few men had, he had a
very comely and grave way of expressing himself, with greet volubility of
worda, naiural and proper’; and understood the temper and affections of
the kingdom as well a0 any man ; and had cheerved the ertars and mis-
iakes in government ; and knew well how to make them sppear greatar
than they were . .He seemed to all men to have the greatest influence upon
the house of commilyne of any man ; and, in truth, | think he was the moat
po,pulu- man, and the moet sble to do hurt, that hath lived In ang time.”
A volume might be Alled with the various characters of the patriot



298 BHITTSH STATESMEN.

¢ Our parlisment is weakened,” eaid thiz eloquent
and earnest preacher, ““our armies wasted, our treasure
exhaugted, our enernies increased ; and of those few able
hearts, heada, and hands, who abode faithfull to this great
cause and worke in hand, it might even atab us to the
very heart to thinke how many of them the Lord hath
even snatcht away, in the middest of their worke, and
our greatest need ! That excellent spirited lord, the
lord Brooke ; that rare man, master John Hamp-
den ; that true-hearted Nathaniel, master Arthur
Goodwin (pardon me, I beseech you, though I men-
tion them amongst these friends, whe cannot thinke of
them without bitternesse) -—* How are these mighty
men fallen in the midat of the battell, and the

with which the various puhllzations tow, and for many weela after, teemed.
1 will only quote, aa a mpecimen, an “ Elegle " which appeared * i deep
mourning ' in the Mercorins Britannicus,

“ No immature nor sullen fate
gd hin immort:il ;'oule translate,
€ passed pravely hence, even
Kept his nfdm cé‘: feom earth to henven!
He had a soule did always stand
gpen for husinesse, like his hawde,
& toak in so much, I could cali
Him mare than individusl! ;
And 8z much businesse waited by,
Would gearcely give him leave to die.
He knew the bounde, and every thing
Betwixt the people and the King ;
He could the just proportions draw
Betwixt preropative and law ;
He lived a patriot hete so late,
He knew cach c¥liable of state,
That had our cknrters ali beene gine,
In &im: we kad them crery one,
He durst be good, and af that time
When innocence was half a crime.
He hzd seene death before he went,
Ouice bad it as & token sent ;
He surfelied an state aifuire,
Di'd on a pleurisie of caires,
Nor doth he now hin moumers lacke,
We have few eoules but g0 in blacke,
And for his enke have naw put oo
A sotemne meditation,
‘Teares are too narrow droppa for hitn,
ﬁnd private sigh:::‘_m;,nrn};for Pym;
e CaN COTIEE, ment,
But something like ay,_.w !
The pubiicks sorvow of a slate
T bt @ gricfe commensuraie.
Wz musl enacled pastions Aabe
And latry for weeping of Aia grave.”
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weapons of warre perished ! the beauty of our Israel
is elaine in the high places! ... And now we meet
to lament the fall of this choiee and exeellent man,
in whose death the Almighty testifies againast us, and
even fills ue with gall and wormwood. 1 know you
comue hither to mourn ; so fully prepared for it, that
although T am but a dull oratour to move passion, I
may serve well enough to draw ont those tears, where-
with your hearta and eyes are so big and full, There is
po need to call for the ¢ mourning women, that they
may come ; and for cunning women, that they may
take up & wailing, tc helpe your eyes to run downe
with teares, and your eye-lids to gush out with waters;"
the very looking down upon this beere, and the naming
of the man whose corpes are here placed, and a very
little speech of hia worth, and our miserable losse, is
enough 10 make this assembly, like Rachel, oot only
to lift up a voice of mourning, but even to refuee to be
comforted.. .. am called to speake of a man so eminent
and excellent, 8o wise and gracious, se good and usefull,
whose .works 50 praise him in every gate, that if
should altogether hold my tongue, the children and
babes {I had almost said, the stones} would speak:
upon whose berse could I scatter the sweetest flowers,
the highest expressione of rhetoricke and eloquence,
you would thinke I fell shert of his worth ; you would
say, this very name, Joex Pym, expresseth more then
ali my words could doe. Should I say of him, as they
of Titus, that he was ‘amor et delicie generis hu-
mani:’ should I say of his death, as onée the Sicilisns
npon the Grecians' departure, * Totum ver periit ex anno
Siciliano :* should I say, he was not onely as one of
David’s thirtie worthies, but one of the three, one of
the first three, even the frst and chiefe of them, the
Tachmonite who sate in the seat: should I say, our
whole land groapeth at his death, as the esrth at the
* fall of a great mountaine, I might do it without envie
in this assemhly.”

¢ I shall forbeare,” doctor Marshall continued,
““to speske any thing of his family, edycation, na-
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turall endowments ; his cleare understanding, quick
apprehension, singular dexterite in dispatch of busi-
ness ; hig other morall eminences, in+his justice, pa-
tience, temperance, sobriety, chastity, liberality, hos-
pitality ; his extreme humanity, affability, curtesie,
cheerfulnesse of spirit in every condition; and (a8 a
just reward end sweet just fruit of all these) the high
and deare esteeme and respect which hee had purchased
in the hearts of all men of every ranke, who were
acquainted with him ; such onely excepted, of whom to
bee loved and well reported, is scarce compatible with
true vertue. All men, whe knew him, either lov'd or
hated him in extremity : such as were good, extremely
delighted in him, as taken in a sweet captivity with his
matehlesse worth ; the bad 23 much hated him, out of
their antipathy againstit. . . His excellent, useful
spirit was accompanied with three admirable properties,
wherein he excelled all that ever I knew, and most
that ever I read of. First, such singlenesse of heart,
that no by.respect could any whit sway him ; no re-
spect of any friend: he regarded them in their due
place, but he knew neither brother, kinsinan, nor friend,
superior nor inferior, when they stood in the way to
hinder his pursuit of the publike good: © magis amica
respublica ;" and he used to say, ¢ Such a one ia my en-
tire friend, to whom I am much obliged ; but I must
not pay my private debts out of the publike stock.
Yea, no self.respect, no private ends of his owne or
family, were in any degvee regarded, but himself and
his were wholly swallowed up in the care of the publike
safety ; insorouch that when friends have often put him
in mind of his family and posterity, and prest him, that
although le regarded oot himself, yet he ought to
provide that it might be well with his family {a thing
which they thought he might easily procure), his or-
dinary answer was, © if it went well with the publike,
his family was well enough.” Becondly, such constancy
and resolution, that ne feare of danger, or bope of
reward, could at any time so much as unsettle him.
How often was his life in danger? What a world of
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threats snd mensaces have bin sent him from time to
time? Yet I challenge the man that ever saw him shaken -
by any of them, or thereby diverted from, or reterded in,
bis right way of advancing the publike goed. Naor could
the offers of the greatest promotions (which Eungland
could aford) in any way he a block in his way: in
that he was as another Moses (th’only man whom God
went about to bribe), who desired that hee and bis
might never swim, if the cause of God and his people
did ever cinke: his spirit was not so low, as to let the
whale world prevaile with him so far as to hinder his
work, much lesse to be his wages. Thirdly, such vn-
weariablenesss, that from threeof theclock in the morning
to the evening, and from evening to midnight, thiz was
his constant employment (except only the time of his
drawing nigh to God), to be some way or other helpfull
towarde the publike good ; burning out his candle to
give light to others. Who knows not all this to bee
true, who knew this man's converstaion ! Not onely
since the Lime of this parliament, but for many yeers
together, hath he beene a great pillar to uphold our
sinking frame ; a master workman, labouring to re-
paire cur ruinous house ; and under the weight of this
worke hath the Lord permitted this rare workman to be-
overthrown.” :
~ Allusion was now made to one of the royalist fa-
brications!, which had assailed tbe great statesman’s
memory, and which is worth extracting, since it re-
mainy treasured up in the pages of Clarendon : —
“ It may bee some of you expect I should confute
the calumnies and reproaches which that generation of
men who envied his life, doe already begin to spread
and set up in libels concerning his death : as that hee
died raving, crying out against that cause wherein he
had beene so great an instrument ; charging him to die
1 See Clarendon, vol.lv. p 436 An official statement, slgned by the
famous sl Theodore Mayerne, subsequently appesred, and will be found in
Appendix F., Whitelock mays, afle 2 singular mistake as to the date of

the death, ' it was believed that the multitude of his business and cares
wid 60 Dreak bin epirit and Dealcl, that it brought hls death. ™
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of that loathsome disease, which that accursed Balsack,
in his booke of slanders againat Mr. Calvin, charged
kim to dye of. But I forbeare to spend time needlesly,
to wipe off those reproaches, which 1 Lknow none of
you believe. And this will satisfy the world againet
such slanders ; that no lesse then eight doctors of phy-
sick, of unsuspected integrity, and eome of them
strangers to him {if not of different religion from him),
purposely requested to be present at the opening of his
body ; ard well neere & thousand people, first and last,
who came, many of them out of curiosity, and were
freely permitied to see his corpse, can and doe abun-
dantly testifle the falsehood and foulnesse of this re-
Pn‘"

“ Verily,” concluded this fearless and virtuous
divine “ when I coosider how God hath followed
us with breach upon breach, taken away all those
worthy men I before meniioned, and all the other
thingy wherein the Lord hath brought us low; and
now this great blow, to follow all the rest, I am ready
to call for such & mourning as that of Hadadrimon in
the valley of Megiddon. But mistake me not! I do oot
meane that you should mourne for him, you his deare
children ; you vight honoursble lords and commons,
who esteeme him little lesse then a father; I mean not
that you should monrne for him! his worke iz done,
his warfare is accomplished ; he is delivered from sin
and sorrow, and from sll the evila which we may
feare are comming upon cur selves: hee hath received
at the Lord’s hand a plentifull reward for all his la-
bours. I beseech you, let not any of you have one
sad thooght teuching him. Nor, would I have you
mourne out of any such apprehension as the enemies
have, and for which they rejoice ; as if our cause were
not good, or wee should losé it for want of hands and
heads to carry it on: No, X0, BEIQYED, THIS CAUSE
MUST PROBPER , AND ALTHOUGH WE WERE ALL DEAD,
OUR ARMIES OYERTHEREOWN, AND EVYEN OUR PARLIA-
MENTS DISSOLYED, THIS CAUSE MUST PREVAIL.
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Atesander Pym died some short time after his father,
but Charleg survived him many years; and on the
restoration, though he had continued in the ranks of the
parliamentarian srmy, wae created a baronet. It may
be added that, on an investigation by the commitwee of
the House of Commons appointed te inquire into the
patriot’s estate, it was found necessary, not only to vole
10,0004, for the setlement of the debts it was dis-
covered to be involved in, but also to pension this son,
Charles, upon the parlisament. . No precedent existed
for such votes ae these, but the House justly decided
that a0 specially eminent & cese was not likely o have
occutred before, In these proceedings, at least, the ke
waa peremptorily given to those alanders on the patriot’s
public virtue, which had represented him, some years
before hie death, privately amassing the public money
for his own peculiar enda

Since the early sheets of this memoir went Lo press,
some information respecting the family and estate of the
Pyms hsa been kindly corsmunicated to me by 8 gentle-
man who was recently conmected with their native
county of Somersetshire, and whoee interest in the sub-
Jject of these researches is another testimony to his dis-
tinguished zeal in the public cause. Mr. Leader tells
me that the estate of the Pyms muat, originally, have been
very extensive, but chat, of the old mansion house, a
large porch, with a pointed gothic doorway and gothic
piunacles, is ell that remains to attest ils splendour or
picturesqueness. In addidon to their estate of Bry-
more, which the family held, in divect issue, from the
reign of Henry IIL o that of Charles II., my in-
formant zcquaints me, on the anthority of the present
owner of Brymore (the hon. Mr. Bouverie, lord
Rednor's brother), that they held also the estate of
‘Woollavington in the same county, which is etill occa-
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a.lomlly called Woollnvmgt.nn Pym.” From a patent
of barooetcy now in Mr. Bouverie's possession, it would
appear, moreover, that Charles Pym's dignity was first
conferred upon him in 1658 by Richard Cromwell,
immediately upon the death of Oliver, and received
subsequent confirmation from Chatles 11,

The following detailed account of the family of the
Pyms is kindly furnished to me by Mr. Leader, from
Collinsan’s History of Semersetshire, under the title of
the * Hundred of Cannington :" —

“ On the west side of this parish is an ancient estate
called Brymore, formerly part of the lordship of Rad-
way above mentioned, and held from thence by the
service of the tenth part of a knight's fee. Geffrey de
Bramora held it in the beginning of the reign of Henry
111.; econ afier which it was possessed by Ode, son of
Drurand de Derleigh, who conveyed the same te William
Fitchet, and he ta Elias Pym.

“ This Elias Pym was father of several children,
William, John, and Roger, his eldest son and heir, who
possessed this estate 27 Edward 1.

¢ The eldest son and suceessor of this Roger was of
bis own name, and bore on hig seal a saltire between
four quatrefoils. He died 23 Edward 1II, and was
mucceeded by Elias his brother; after whose death,
without children, the inheritance devolved to Philip ihe
third son, who, 50 Edward III., being then parson of
Kentisbury, in Devanshire, conveyed all his right herein
to Philip Pym, son of Henry his brother, and to the
heirs of the said Philip.

“ Philip Pym was dead before 1 Henry 1V. Hehad
two sons by his first wife Emmote, daughter and coheir
of Alexander i1le Camelis, whose names were Roger and
William.; by his second wife he had also a son called
Elias, to whom be gave several estates in Dulverton and
Brumpton-Regis. '

¢ Roger Pym, the eldest son, married Jvan, daughter
and coheir of John Trivet, of Bidbury in Devonshire,
a younger branch of the family of Trivet of Durborough.
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- 'This Roger was pessessed of Brymore from the 1st year
of Henry 1V, to 13 Henry V1., in which last year he
was suceeeded hy Philip, his eldest son. The coat of
this Philip was a bull's head within a wreath, He waa
living 16 Edward IV., and had two sons, Roger, his
successor, and Philip,

Roger Pym married Joan, daughter and heir of John
Gilbert, of Wollavington, by Alianer, danghter and
coheir of William Doddisham. He was living the last
year of Edward IV., at which time he made over all
his estate lying at Brymore, Wollavington, and other
places, to his son Alexander,

¢t Which Alexander married Thomasine, daughter of
William Stainings, esq., and died 8 Henry VII. He
was succeeded by Reginald Pym, hie eldest son, who,
by Mary, daughter of Thoroas Dabridgecourt, wan
father of Erasmus Pym, and grandfather of the famous
Johin Pym, esq., member for the borough of Tavistock,

“ This John, by Anna, daughter of John Hooker,
esq,, was father of several children ; the eldest of whom,
‘Charles, was, on the restoration, made a baronet, and
was sueceeded in his honour and estates by 4 son of his
cown name ; who dying without issue, the estate fell to
. his sister Mary, the wife of sir Thomas Hales, hart,,
progenitor of the present sir Philip Hales, bart.”

This was at the close of the last centuiy, Since that
period, the estate of Brymore has passed, by will, from
Miss Hales, the last descendant of the Pyms, to Mr
Bouverie, ita present possessor.

YOL. . x





