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ED1TOR'S PREFACE. 

TUE present volume is published as a speci-' 

men' of a proposed Library of the' Old English' 

Prose Writers . .Itllas been tbought, that the pro­

ductions of these our literary forefathers, have,' 
in this' eountry at least, been suffered to remain 

tOO long Beglected. Whilst the mutilated~­

mentsof classical antiq'uityare gathered up and 

cherished with a religious zeal, and are made the 

subjects of a eoastant aDd carefuhtudy, it seems 

neith~r creditable ner grateful, that'tbe beautiful 

and venerable remains of our own ancestral lit­

erature should' repose on the shelves of public 

libraries, deposited in cumbrous volumes, in"un­

disturbed security. ' In' this age ef books, when' 

everybody 'is sipping 'of the shallow and ofttimes 

'poisoned foUDtams of an' -ephemeral literature,' 

how few are there that draw' from tbe deep and 

healthful "wells of English undefiled." The 
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moss has been suffered to creep over them, and 

hide their clear and sparkling waters from the 

general vieiv. 

To uncover these wells, to bring out these rel­

ies from their tombs, is the design of this humble 

enterprise. The Editor has thought that he 

migbt perform a useful and acceptable serviee to 

the literary public, by divesting the patriarchs of 

our early literature of their cumbrous and repul­

sive attire,. and arraying. them· in ail agreeable 

and attractive garb. At present, from U,ir sear­

city and eostli~ess, these writings are aooessible 

only to the privileged few: 'he would malte·them 

accessible to all, believing that they need only to 

be known, in order to be appreciated and admired. 

If it may be done without·presumption, be would 

adopt, with a little 'variation, the language of Dr. 

Johnson, in ,the Preface to his Dictionary. " I 

shall n~t think my employment ueJess or . ipo­
bles, if by my aseistance the community' gain ac­
cess to the propagators of knowl,dge and the 

teachers of truth; if my labon aft"ord light to the 
repositories of scienoo, and add celebrity" to Ba­

con, to Hooker, to Milton, and to Boyle." 

O'g;I;,ed by Google 
;;., 
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To giye some general idea of the charaeter of 

the proposed Library, it may be sufficient to men­

tion, that besides the honored names just rooi­

ted, and the equally familiar ones of Jeremy Tay­

lor, Bat:row, and South, it will contain specimens 

of such wr~s lUI Sir Thomas More, Bishop 

LWmer, Roger A.sebam, Sir· Philip Sidney, Sir 

Walter Raleigh, Robert Burton,. Sir Thomu 

Overbllry, J.ahn.&lden, Bishop Hall, Sir Thom­

as BrowD, Arthut·Warwick, James Howell, Izaak 

Walton, Aadrew Marvell, and Owen Felltham. 

'. The advice whi~h Bishop Watson gives in re­

.. nee to.soDle·ofthese old writers, may be safe- . 
Iy extended to them all. " Make them," he says. 

ee your chief companions ~ugh life j let them be 

ever upon your table; and when you "ve an hour 
to spare, ~nd it uPon them; and I will aliBwer 

for their giving you entertainment and instruc­

tion lUI long lUI you live," 

Should this work meet with sufficient encour­

agement to authorize its continuance, the volpmes 

will be issued as Cut as they can be properly pre­
pared and accurately printed. The pieces se­

lected will be inserted entire, whenever this can 
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be done consistently with the plan of the work., 

The original style and phraseology wilt be sacred~ 

Iy retained, but the orthography will be accommo:., 

d_ed to the standard now in use. To each au­

thor win be prefixed seme account of his life and 

writings; and whe~ever itis necessary, brief notes 

will be appended to explain obsolete words and 

illustrate obscure passages. 

It remains onlY,to say a few werds of the mao­

Ber ill which the following wOlk of Fuller has 

been edited. To ascertain the true text, the edi­

tions of 1642 and 1648 have been carefully colla­

ted. Many passages and a few chapters have 

.been excluded, as incompatible with the refined 

delicacy of modem manners. Other portio!)s, 

including the Lives, have been omitted, as less 

peculiar and interesting, in order to bring, the 

volume within a reasonable compass. The most 

valuable parts, however, it is believed, are re­

tained; everything, indeed, which readers in 

general, at the present day, would wish to have 

inserted. ALEXANDER YOUNQ. 

BOSTON. M,u 16, 1831. I • 
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SOliE ACCOUNT 

01' TBI: 

"LIFE AND WRITINGS 

OF 

T'rrOMAS' FULLER.*' 

T.MU.I hLLD, the II1Jtkorof the fbllowillg work, 
.. aD eminent historian and diviDe of Ihe C8urch of 
ilBgIand. iD. 1M stmmy time. of Chameal. and the 
Commamweal~ Be was bom in 1608, at AldwiDkle, 
ill NOIthaIIIptonshize, a town whic:i. a few:reus later 
acquired the addhional celebrity oC" being 1ilae birth­
place ef DrydeDo After htIiDg initiated ,in tile rudi· 
menta otlea.miDg br.his fil.tber, who Wal the minister 
of the pariah, JIe W1I8.em at the eaDy age of l.welYe: 
yeu8, to Queen's .College,. Cambrmp, whae he ap­
plied himself to .·academic OercMes wi6 extrlu.w­
clinarf ruDgence and. SIlCC8SS. Boo after lte-had m-

• The CoIlowiog memoir is· ~1 oolllpiled from the Biogra. 
phia BrilBllDica aad AikiD'. Geoeral Biography. 
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xiv LIFE AND WRI:I'ING8 

ken the djlgree of Master of Arts, in 1628, he was 
chosen miiiister of St. Bennet's parish, in the town or 
Cambridge j "and here," sayi the author of his Life 
pu~lished in 1661, "by the most sublime divinity, in 
the most ravishing elegancies, he attracted the au­
dience of the University, and became a very popular . 
preacher, at those years when others are scane pub­
licly known." In 1631, he made his first appearance 
as an author, in a poem entitled" David's hainons Sin, 
heartie Repentance, and heavie P!lnishment." (thin 
8vo.) Soon afterwards he left Cambridge, on being 
presented to the rectory of Broad-Windsor, in Dorset­
shire, where he discharged his ministerial duties for 
several years with great fidelity and acceptance. In 
1640, appeared his "Historie of the Holy Waner 
(folio) which met with a favorable reception, and passed 
through three editions in a few ye&r8. 

He was now induced, by the ferment in the nation, 
which indicated an approsching civil war, to remove 
to London, where he expected to enjoy greater secu­
rity than in his country residence, and at the same 
time Inight have more ready access to the works and 
conversation of the learned; those "et&Dding and 
walking libraries," as he quaintly calls them. In the 
metropolis he s~on acquired great reputation as a 
preacher, and was chosen lecturer of the Savoy, in 
the Strand. " Here," says the author of IUs Life, " he 
gave such general satisfaction, became 80 fam~ 
and was thronged with such distant congreptions, 
that thoee oftna own cure were in a manner excom.­
municated from their own churc.h, unless their tim­
eollB diligellce kept p.ac~ widl the~ devQtions; th~ 

-1 



OB THOMA.S PULLER • .xv 

. Doctor aft'ordiDg'them no more time for their extra­
ordinari~s on the Lord'. day than what he allowed his 
habitual abstinence on all the rest., He had in his 
narrow chapel two .audiences, one without the pale, 
and another within; the windows of that little church 
and the sextonry so crowded, as i( bees had swarmed 
to his mellliluous discourse." 

Fuller was a member df the Convocation that as­
sembled in.1640, to make new canons for the better 
government of the church, and was one of the select 
committee; but disapproved of some of the steps ta­
ken by the Convocation. This however did not ,arise 
from a want of zeal in his attachment to the King's 
cause. Of this he gave abundant evidence by his ex­
ertions, in public as well as in private, to serve the 
royal interests. With this view; after the King had 
left London with, a determination to commence hos­
tilities ,gainst the Parliament, Fuller, on the anniver­
sary of his majesty's inauguration, pre~hed a sermon 
at Westminster Abbey from 2 Sam. xix. 30: "Yea, 
-let them take all, so that my Lord the King return in 
peace." This sermon, which was printed, gave great 
offence to the Parliament party, and brought the 
preacher into some danger. About this time, 1~ 
he published his " Holy State," (folio) which passedrap­
idly through four editions. In the year 1643, after 
finding that to prevent being silenced and ejected, as 
other royalists had been, he must take an oath against 
which his conscience protested, he withdrew to tIie 

,King at Oxford, by whom he was well received. His 
majesty having been apprised of his abilities as a 

, ~acber, exprellfed Ii ~esire tq hear ~ and full" 



aceardiJtgly preaehed .fare him at at. Kary'. Cl'IIa!ok. 
On this occuion he inc1lJ'l'ed die eeJlll1lre of the !OY-' 
-til, for being, 8B they coneeiyael, too luke1r'llm in 
their cause; whilitt in Lcmdon, u we have 8eetJ, •• 
uposed himself to the reaeDtlnent of the oppoaite 
party by his zeal for the King's service. It baa beace 
been fairly concluded that he W8B an advocate tbr 
1D8II8U1'88 of conciliaticm, -Aich did not accord with 
theYiews of either party. His own remark on another 
oeeaai.on, may be applicable tq this; "He is generallJ' 
accounted an impartial arbitrator, who displeuesllotb 
sides." But when he found that there were no hopree 
remaining of any accommodation, he resolved to re-
80Ver the opinion of his steady attachment to the roy­
al caUle by following the fortunes of the King's army. 
He accordingly obtained a letter of recommendatioa, 
to Sir Ralph Hopton, who appointed him his chaplain. 

WAilst discharging the duties of this office, be 
'omitted no opportunity that offered of pursuing his 
studies and gathering materials for his historical 
Works. "Whilst he was in progress with the King's 
army," 88YS his biographer," his business and study 
there W8B a kind of errantry; having proposed to rum. 
self a more exact collection of the Worthies of Eng-. 
land, in which others had waded before, but he 18-

eolveclto go through. In what place ,soever there­
fore he came, of remark especially, he spent most of 
his time in views and researches of their antiquities 
and chUl'Ch monuments; insinuating himself into the • 
acquaintance, which ftoequently ended in a lasting 
friendship, of the learnedest and gravest persons 1'9-

tiding witbin the ,place, thereby to inform hlmselffuDJ 
• 
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otthoee thtDp he thonght worthy the commenc1atl.mt 
otJIiB 1ab0J'l. It is aa I'ncredible thinA' to think what 
• 1HIIIleJI01II correspondence the Doctor maintained 
ad eqjoyed by this means. Nor did the good Doctor 
tmlr nlfbse to light biB candle, in iBvestigating truth, 
110m the meanest person's discovery. He would e:n-­
clue COIItentedlyan hour's or more impertinence tiom 
aay aged church-oftieer, or other tluperannuated ~ 
pie, for the gleaning of two lines to his purpose. And 
tIaough his spirit WlI8 quick and nimble, and ell the 
facuhies of his mind ready and answerable to that ftbo 

tivity of dispatch, yet in ~e inquests, 1>., would stay 
and attend those circular rambles, till they came to a 
poUlt; 80 resoiute was he bent to the sifting out of 
.. truse antiquity. Nor did he ever dismiss such ad­
jlltators or helpers, as he pleased to style them, witfl.. 
oat giviBg them money and cheerful thanks besides." 

After the IOSBofthe battle on Cheriton-down, in ] 644, 
his general, now Lord Hopton, drew the remains of 
his army to Basing-house, the seat of' the' Marquis ot 
Worcester, where he left his chaplain; who animated 
the garrison to 80 vigorous a defence of that place 
when it was sdon afterwards besieged by Sir Wil­
liam Waller, that the latter wu obliged to abandon 
his enterprise, with the los8 of more than a thousand 
men. WheB afterwards the King's army was driven 
iato Cornwall, ~'~ller had leave to retire to Exeter, 
w.here he resumed his studies, and preached constant­
ly with great satistaction to the citizens. Whilst he 
resided at Exeter, his company and conversation were 
much courted by persons of all ranks; and indeed, 
wherever he was, the chee~ulness and facetiousness 



of his temper, added to his wit and le,amiDg, made him 
generally beloyed. In short, he "IS 80 engaging and 
had such a fruitful faculty of begetting wit in others, 
when he exerted it himself; that he made his lBSOCiatea 
plelSed with their own conversation IS well IS hill ; 
his blaze kindled sparks in them, till they admired at 
their own brightness; and WheD any melaacholy 
hours were to be filled up with merriment, it WIS said, 
in the vein he could sometimes descend to, that the 
Doctor made every one FuUtr.-ln 1645, he published 
at Exeter his "Good Thoughts in Bad Times."* 

When Exeter was obliged to surrender to the Par­
liament forces under Sir ThomlS Fairfax, in 1646, 
Fuller WIS permitted, with6ut any loss or interruption, 
to remove to London. Here he met with a cold re­
ception from his former parishioners at the Savoy, 
probably on account of the part which he 'had taken 
in politics; and found his lectureship filled by anoUier 
person. In 1650, he published "A Pisgah-Sight of 
Palestine, and the Confines thereof, with the History 
of the Old and New Testament, acted thereon," 
(folio); in 1651, "Abel Redivivus, or the Dead yet 
Speaking: the Lives and Deaths of the modem Di. 
vines." (4to); and in 1656, "The Church History ot 
Britain from the Birth of Jesus Christ until the Year 
1648 ;" to which were subjoined, "The History of 
the University of Cambridge since the Conquest," 

• In lfU7, appeared hill" Good Thoughts in Wone Times," 
and at the Restoration in 1660, "Mixt ContemplatioDB in Bet­
ter Times." These three pieces have lately been republished U­
a 8III8lI volUllle by William PickeriDg, London, 1880. 

• I, 

1 
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and "'fhe History of Waltham Abbey . in Esaex, 
. fOUDd~d by King Harold." (rollo.) B~op Nicolson, 
in hU EnglisJl Historical Library, observes of Fuller's 
Church History, "Through the whole he is so full of 
his own wit, that he does not seem to have minded 
what he was about. If a pretty story comes in his 
way that affords scope for clinch and droll, oft'it goes 
with all the gaiety of the stage, without staying to 
inquire whether it have any foundation in truth or not; 
and even the most serious and most authentic parts 
of it are so interlaced with pun and quibble, that it 
looks as if the man had designed to ridicule the an­
nals of our church into fable and romance. Yet if it 
were possible to re6ne it well, the work would be of 
good use; since there are' in it some things of mo­
ment, hardly to be had elsewhere."* 

In 1660, Fuller accompanied his patron, Lord 
Berkley, to the Hague, to congratulate Charles II. 
on his restoration to the throne. Boon afterwards 
he was appointed chaplain to the King, created Doctor 
of Divinity at Cambridge, by mandamus, and destined 
to the Episcopal bench. This last preferment, hoW'­
evtlr, was prevented by his death, which took place 
Aug. 16, 1661, in the fiftyfourth year of his age. 
The year after his death was published his pri"cipal 
literary work, "The History of the Worthies of En­
gland," (folip,)t a work valuable alike for the solidin-

• AD elaborate "indication of Fuller from NicoIloD~8 aDd 
HeyIiD'. attaeb on his writiDp, may be _ in the Biogra­
phia BrittaDica. 

t A DeW editiOD of" The WOl1hie8," _ published in Loa­

doD, 1811, in two "oIume. quarto, with a Cow explaDatory DOteII. 

by John Nichola. 
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formation it atbrds relative to the· provincial his., 
of the country, end for eIle pr.ofuaion of biogNplailtal 
aaecdote.of men end mum8rs; lOOugh Bishop Nicol. 
IIOIl says, that "the lives of his· greatest ~ 
ve cOllllllOJlly mis-ahapen scraps, mixed with taw. 
and lies." * 

Dr. Fuller's person WIlt taU aDd wen~made; Jail 
presence stately and majestic; and his manner ft'IUIk 
ad 1lIHdlectedly polite. Hill disposition wu amiable 
and benevolent, and his conduct highly commendable 
ill his domestic and social relations. We have already 
IlOticed the esteem in which he was held 81 an i.ruJtrac. 
tive and entertaining companion. His learning and 
ingenuity were considerable, his imagiption lively, 
and his memory remarkably retentive. " He WIlt • 

walking-library," says his Biographer, "but s0me.­

times required turning over to attain the content&." 
Of the strength of Fuller's memory such marvellous 

stories are recorded 81 almost stagger credibility. 
It is said that he could repeat five hundred strange 
and unconnected words, after twice hearing them ; and 
could preach a sermon verbatim, which he had heard 
only once. In passing to and tro, from Temple Bar 
to the farthest end of Cheapside, he once undertook 
to mention all the signs over the shops, 81 they stood 
in order, on both sides of the way, repeating them 
either backwards or forwards j and performed his task 
with perfect exactness.-In the Diary of Samuel 
Pepys, Esq. recently published, the writer says, "Jan. 
~ 1661, I met with Dr. Thomas Funer. He tells 

• See Dote OD pap xix. 

1 
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IM-of biII • .and great boO that.il:eaUDg· oot:_ 
ill, the Histol7 flf !ill tile FuQ1jea in EDlleed; .­
lK»ulcl tell JPe more of my own .thIID I)mew mrel£ 
.ADd also to whatperfeotioBbe :hath JlOW brought the 
art of memory; that he did lately to four emineDtlJ 
peat scholars dictate together in LatiD upon diJfeJet 
subjeot/l of their proposing, faster than ~y were 
.ble to write, till they were tiled; and that the beet 
way o€begi4ll.ing a &entenee, if a man ahould be oat, 
and forget hie lut aentence, (which he never was,) 
Ulat then hielutrefuge is to begin with an Utcunque." 

The Doctor making a visit to the oommittee of ae.- . 
questrators aitting at Waltham, in Essex, they aoon 
fuU into a discourse and commendation of hie great 
memory; to which he replied, "'T is true, gentlemen, 
that fame hu given me the report of a memorist, 
and, if you pleue, I will give you an experiment of' 
it." They all acoepted the lootien, and told him 
.y ahould look upon it as an obligation, praying him. 
to begin. 01 Gentlemen," aaya he, "I will gille you an 
iDstance of my memory in the partioular bume. 
in which you 'are employed. Your worships hue 
tIlouCht fit to a&quas.er an honest, but poor cavalier 
parson, my neighbor, from hia living, and committed 
him to prison. He has a large family of ohildren, and 
fris circumstances are but indiJferent. If you will 
pleue to release him out of prison, and restore him 
to his living, I will never forget the kindness while I 
live." * 

"But what was most strange and rare in hlm," 

• Baaill\lontagu'. SelecUolII. p. 316. 



IoUB AND WlUTnr .. 

eays:his Biographer, "was his"y of writing, which 
_ somewhat like the Chinese, from the top to the 
bottom of the page. The manner thus: he would 
write next the margin die first word of every line, 
iiown to the foot of the paper; then beginning at the 
head again, would so perfectly fill up every one of the 
lines, as, without spsces, interlineatioDII or contrae­
tionS, but with the full and equal length, would so 
aptly connect and conjoin the ends and beginnings, 
that the sense would appear as complete and as much 
to his mind, he would say, as if he had writ it after 
the ordinary manner, in a continued series." it 

The following delineation of Fuller's character as a 
~ter, is extracted from the Retrospective Review, 
vol. IlL p.M. 

" If ever there was an amusing writer in this world, 
the fireetiouB Thomas Fuller Was one. There was in 
him a combination of those qualities which minister 
to our entertainment, such ail few have ever possess­
ed in an equal degree. He was, first of all, a man of 
extensive and tnultifiLrious reading; of great and di~ , 
gested knowledge, which an extraordinary retentive­
ness of memory preserved ever ready for use, and con­
siderable aecura.:y of judgment enabled him succell8-
fully to apply. He was also, if we may use the term, 
a very great anecdote-monger; an indefatigable 001-

leotor of the traditionary stories related of eminent 
oharacters, to gather which, his biographers inform 

• Burnett's Specimens of the old Euglieh Proee Writers, vol 
III. p. 1'72, &lid Bqr.phia Britallllica. 
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us, he woulcllisten contentedly for ho1l1'll to the gar­
rulity of the aged country people whom he encoun­
tered in his progressel with the Jring's army. With 
IlUch plenitude and diversity of information, he had 
an inexhaustible fund fur the purposes of illustration, 
and this he knew weU how to tum to the best adftD­
tage. U ulike his tasteless contemporaries, he did not 
bringforth or display his erudition on unnecesslllT occa­
sions, or pile extract on extract, and centoon cento, with 
industry as misapplied as it was disgusting. With 
Fuller, a ,quotation always tells: learning with him 
was considered as a sort of mortar to strengthen, in­
terlace, and support his own intellectual speculations, 
to fill up the interstices of argument, and conjoin and 
bit· together the corresponding masses of thought; 
Dot as a sort of plaster to be superinduced over the 
original products of his mind, till their character and . 
peculiarities were lost amid ,the integuments which 
eDveloped them. So well does he vary his treasurel 
of memory and obse"ation, so judiciously does he 
interWeave his anecdotes, quotations, and remarJaj, 
that it is impossible to oonceive a more delightful 
chequer-wofk of acute thought and apposite illustra­
tion, of original and extracted sentiment, than,is pre­
sented in his works. AI a story-teller, he was moSt 
consummately felicitous. The relation which we 
have seen for the hliDdredth time, when introduced 
in his productions, 88suinel all the freshness of novel­
ty, and comes out of his hands instinct with ft'esh life 
and glowing witQ.' vitality and spirit. The stalest jest, 
the most hacknied circumstance, the repetition of which 
by another woul,dowy pro.voke our nausea, when adopt-. 
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.. by hiID. ~ • retlin.....- 0' eueoce DOl 
1 ... miraculous thaa the coaveraien of dry bones inW 
IWiJIg bemp. Wherever we clip m JUs works. we ... 
ceJtaiD w meet; with Ilo0818 urra.te4 incident or .,... 
thegm to deWD u.s, Ul4 we ~ iDaensibly led on fioa 
UIf¥ldote to anecdote, and from wiUioism towittic .... 
without the power to put the book upon the shelf 

. again. How delightful must Qve been the oonV8IM­
tion of Fuller, varied as it waa with exuberance of 
knowledge, enlivened with gOllliping, chaatened h1 
good sense, and sparkling with epigrammatical sharp­
.ness of wit, decorated with all its native fantasticalelUl­
broidery of humorous quaintne88. We verily declare fer 
ourselves, that if we had the power of resuscitating .. 
individual ~Jp. the dead to enjoy the pleaaure of hi' 
conversation, we do not know anyone on whom OIU' 

choice would sooner fall than Fuller. , 
" Of human life and manners through all their v ... 

rieties, he waa also a most sagacious and acute ob­
I18rver, and the quantity of vigorous and just obser­
vation, in this department of inquiry alone, contained 
in his works, it is hardly pOIIIible to calculate with 
correctness or appreciate with justice. He united the 
cool penetration of the philosophical speculatist, with 
the le88 erring because less refined contemplation of 
tile ~cal experimentalist in the ways of m&IIo 

He waa learned, .yet his learning did not take away 
his perspicuity in judging of the modes of every-day 
existence; he waa indefatigable in literature, yet 
amidst his pursuits he found leisure to look into life 
with the acuteness of I!- Rochefoucault; he waa addict­
ed to meditation, yet be never was blinded to the ob-
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lerruion of things without, while occupied with the 
ahatractious within. More profundity of remark, more 
atlCuracy of discernment, more justneas ofperceptioo, 
than this topic; always produces from his pen, it would 
be difticult elsewhere to find. Few scholar& excelled 
more in BOund and practical good .. nee, and CODIIe. 

cpently very rew ever coined IIlILltims of more irresist. 
ible and incontrovertible wisdom. To him the whole 
complete mlMlhinery, which compoil88 the great work 
of existence, in all its parts, springs, and dependencies, 
lay exposed, and no subtlety in its regulatious could 
deceive his intuitive quickness, no artificial interming­
lUg of its interest could obscure his unerring pe~ 
tl'ation. 

"But great as all the .. his endoW1llents were, hU 
qualliicatious of authorship, it is not perhaps to any 
of them, that our chief satisfaction in reading the 
works of Fuller can justly be attributed. .OOel'll, 
many others, have doubtless pose_ed them in an 
equal if not in a superior degree, and the attraotiou 
of our author carry a peculiar indiyjduality about theBlt 
.. hich no other can share or divide with him. TheH 
particular attractious which he alone monopolized, are 
doubtleas the results of his UDrivalled facetiousn81111 
and quaintness. The praises of wisdom and learning 
he must ever divide with COUDtless .multitudes, and in 
the pages of multitudes of writers may equal proofi 
of that learning and wisdom be met with. But for 
the facetiousness which bteaks forth on all themea 
and'subjects, and which hides itself but to burst forth 
again, like the river Arethu.a, in all the creamy etrer~ 

3 



/ 

xxvi LIPB A.ND WRITINGS 

veseence of"sparkling frotbiness,-which throws over 
his gravest disquisitions an air of irresistible joculari­
ty, and over his most solemn adjurations an appear­
ance of lurking and irrepressible slyness,-which-dif­
fuses over the obscure duskiness of church history a 
quaint oiliness of conceit, and enriches even goo-

- graphical barrenness by its everlasting fecundity of 
wit i-for the hearty and chuckling fullness of mirth, 
which catches at a joke as a boy does at a butterfly, 
and impresses every possible play of words of neces­
sity into its service i-for the sedulous and resolute 
quest after humor which uo consideration could divert 
or stop, and which would at any time spoil a good ar­
gument, or b~rlesque a serious observation to hitch 
in an epigram, good, bad, or indifferent-where shall 
we search but in the pages of the inimitable, the in­
comparable Fuller jI It is not because he is generally 
8uccessful in his attempts to be witty that we expe­
rience this gratification and delight, for nine of his 
attempts out often are certain to be complete failures; 
nor cau it arise from the trueness of his wit, for com­
nionly it consists of ~ittle more than puns, quibbles, 
and antitheses: it is not certainly from these, but from 
other causes that our satisfaction originates, from his 
glorious and enthusiastic intrepidity in his sallies to 
the land of humor, from his bold and determined quix­
otism after wit and facetiousness, from his readiness 
to grasp at anything which bore the most distant re­
semblance to them, from his buoyant and eternal 
spirit of drollery, from hiS indefatigable and adventu­
rous knight-errantry which would traverse the whole 

O'g;I;,ed by Google , 



01' TBOlllA.8 ELLER. 

universe for wit, from his peculiar singleness of 011-
s~rvation, which could see 

, RamoI' in 1tDDeII, and JIIIDI in nerything .. 

"He absobitely communicates something of his 
own fervor to his reader: it is almost impossible to 
read his works without going along with him in his 
hunt for jokes, and without participating in his satie­
taction when he has found them. His quaint ti.ce­
tiousness was communicable to everything. Graft it 
on whatever tree he chose, and it would bud out, 
blossom forth, and luxuriate. Like a fisherman, he 
threw out his capacious net into the oc~ of wit, and 
rejected nothing that it brought up, however miscella­
neous or motley were its contents I pleased, and per~ 
haps thinking that others would be pleased, with their 
variety. There is besides such an apparent self-satis-. 
faction discefnible throughout his works-we can a}... 

most fancy we see him chuckling over his forth­
coming jests as they successively issue from his brai.D, 
preparing us by his triumphant exultation for the stroke 
which is to follow j or revelling in uncontrolled and 
uncontrollable merriment over the vagaries of which 
he had discharged his head by communicating them 
to paper. Such was the disposition of Fuller. The 
qualities of mind which would in another have pto4u~ 
ced a buffoon, in him, without losing their power of 
entertainment, lost all their grosser and more offen-' 
sive traits, and became, from their very superfetation, 
less imbued with the r8nkness of farce. To him the 
language of jocularity had something of the gravity of 



earnest: it was his own vernae~ idiom, in which 
everything which issued from his mind was clothed; 
it was something so intimate1y conne,cted with him, 
that all attempts to strip it off would be useleiS; 
something settled and fixed in his intellect, and stamP-: 
ing and marking its whole character. By being there­
mre more generalized, it had less of marked purport 
and design, and ss it was assumed on all subjects was 
indecorous on none.-Fuller, we think, would hardly 
have scrupled to crack a joke upon the four E~ge­
lists; but certairi. we are, it would have been without 
any idea of indecency or intention of irreverence. 

. "This characteristic peculiarity is equally visible 
in all his productions, ·from)lis Holy War to hiB Wor­
tAiu, and consequently they are all almost equally en­
tertaining. His Holy War and Clwrch HiBtory, par­
ticularly the last, are two of the most agreeable works 
we know; replete, besides their Fullerism, with per­
spicacious observation, profound thought, deep dis­
cernment, and narrative power. There are specimens 
of historical painting in these works which perhaps 
have never been excelled, conceived with great en­
ergy and executed with happiness.-In his delinea­
tion of characters, he exhibits such unrivalled acumen, 
ability, and penetration, together with such candor 
uad uprlghtqess of judgment, that it is difficult which 
most to admire, his sagacity or his sincerity. His 
Pup-Sight of Palutim, which is also in part an his­
torical work, is a happy elucidation of what Fuller al­
ways excelled in, sacred story: and no work of his bet­
ter displays the riches of his mind or the plenitude 
and fertility of its images. His WortMu is, we believe, 
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ame generally penHI8ti: than any of hiS produetierur, 
and is perhapl the JDOIt agreeaWe; suffice to I18.Y of 
it, that it is a most. fascinating store-house of gossip­
ing, anecdote, and quaintness; a most del,ightfal 
medley of intere.banged amusement, presenting eJt. 

tertaimnent &8 varied .. it is inexhaustible. His 
Good T1wughb in Bad nmu, and leBBer works, are 
all equally excellent in their way, foll of admirable 
maxims and refl.eetio~ agree.,hle stories, and loge. 
mous moralizatioDs. 

"It was however in biography that Fnller most' eJ:~ 
celled. If he was frequently too careless and ina,c.. 
curate in his facts,. it was not from heedlessness as to 
truth, which no one revere:Dced more than he did, but 
because he considered them but as the rind and ODt~ 
ward covering of the more important and more deli~ 
cioUB stores of thinking and consideration which they 
inwardly contained; because he thought life too short 
to be frittered away in fixing dates and examining 
registers: what he sought Wll8 matter cOlIJ'ertible to 
use, to the great work of the improvement of the hu~ 
man mind, not thoe&more minute andjejune creatures 
of authenticity, which fools toil in seeking after, and 
madmen die in elucidating. In this he has, been fol­
lowed by a great biographical writer of the last aget 
with whom he had more points than one in common. 
Leaving therefore Buch minor parts of biography fbI 
the investigation of others, and seizing only on tIa8 
principal events, and those distinguishing incidenta 
or anecdote,s which mark a character in a moment, 
and which no one knew better· than Fuller to pick 
out IUJ4 Bel~t, 4\! detailed ~e~ lritb .ucb peJJPicui .. 
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flY and precision, and commented upon them with: 
IUch accuracy of discrimination, strength of argument 
and force of reason, and threw around them such a 
luminous and lambent halo of sparkling quaintness, 
shining upon -and playing about the matter of his 
thoughts, and inspirited them with such omnipresent 
jocularity and humor, that, of all the biographical 
writers of his age, he is, in our opinion, infinitely the 

• best. After the perusal of the more polished, but 
certainly not more agreeable biographers of modem 
times, we always recur with renewed gusto and avid- . 
ity to, the Lives of our excellent author, as to & feast 
more substantial, without being less delicious. 

" The work which we have selected as the subject 
of this review is &II well calculated to evince the jus­
tice of the foregoing remarks as any of his lucubra­
tions. Perhaps, upon the whole, it is the best of his 
works; and certainly displays, to better advantage 
than any, his original and vigorous powers of thinking. , 
It coDSists of t.wo parts-the Holy 4fIIl the Profane 
State: the former proposing examples for imitation; 
and the latter their opposites, for our abhorrence. 
Each contains characters of individnals in every de­
partment of life, as 'the father," husband,' 'soldier,' 
and 'divine;' lives of eminent persons, as illustrative 
of these characters; and general essays. In his con­
ception of character he has followed Bishop Earle and 
Sir Thomas Overbury, but his manner' of writing is 
essentially different. This species of composition 
was very near akin to what'has been called the ~hoo1 
of metaphysical poetry, SPl'lJDg up into existence about 
the same time, and went out of fashion along with it. 
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It was compoeed of the same materials; and regulated 
by nearly the same principles. Did our limite allow 
us, we do not know a more interesting and yet unde­
veloped subject for speculation than the concurrent 
ud depeDdent styles of prose and poetry which pre­
vailed from the accession of James I. till after the 
Restoration, and which were in ,truth all referable to 
one original. At present we can only observe that 
the care of the writers of characters was to crowd 
together the most motley assemblage of ideas in ~e 
smallest possible space; to concentrate, in one series 
oflinks, the most multitudinous spangles of conceit; 
to pour forth all the subject presented in one close 
intertexture of ideas, which received at once point 
from tb.eir wit and smartness from their brevi~. By 
these means the thoughts are often so much CODJo: 

pressed as to. produce obscurity, or at least are de. 
frauded of their due quantum of verbal clothing. 
Their very multitude produces confusion, and we are 
preventea from taking notice of each particularly by 
tJi.eir cluster and conglomeration, and by the'rapidity 
with which they alternately approach and recede. 
Thoughhucooeds thought; the most recondite meta­
phors are squeezed into an epithet or an adjective; 
one point is elbowed out by another, 'like pricks Upoll 

the fietlW porcupine,' till in mental dizziness and dis­
traction we are obliged to bring our Perusal of the 
book to an end. Of this method of writing, Butler's 
Hudibras is an eDlarged specimen-that ever.staBd­
ing monument of the lavish prodigality of wit. 

It may at first appear rather surprising that Fnller, 
fon4 as he wu of pointed quaiDmess, ud with 8IW1a 



uxii LIn AD W'1UTIKOI 

exuberance of images as he was poII8Iled of; ahoula 
have deserted this popular style of character-writiug, 
and introduced in the stead of ita, curt and contracted 
8harpneBB, hill own more easy, but Ieee ambitious, 
diftluene88. But this, we think, may easily be ac­
counted for. Hie intellectual plenitude was too great 
to submit to the tight braces and bandages of compo­
sition; and he had, besides, too much o( the golllip 
about him to be untinctured with the usual appurte­
nance of the gossip, prolixity. He was also too 1riBe 
to tum or torture hill-natural floW' of mind into a neW' 
fBahion, or to apply to it any such Chinese methods of 
artificial restraint. Thus hie characters are written 
with an expository diftbsene8S, and seem eometimea 
rather a commentary upon characten of the foregoing 
description than others of the same apecies. If they 
do not exhibit the same perpetual display of W'it and 
coacervation of metaphor, they have much more easi­
ness and variety, and much Ieee stitJDess and strained 
obscurity. They have just as much point 'as is ne­
eeeeary to render them striking, and just as mnch 
force of expression as ie nece88ary to energize their 
diftbseness. They floW' on enriched with many an 
interesting story, and many a profound reflection. 
Few will, we think, refuse to consider Fuller's method 
as the most judicious and agreeable, as hill thoughta 
sW'ell out to their full and healthy growth; and hie 
illustrations receive their due modicum of relation, 
without being obscured by their density, or rendered 
ricketty by their compreBBion. 

" We must noW' conclude our remarks on thi8 book; 
and we do, in fine, most seriously recommend it til 
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oUr readers, 118 a tnla81lJ'e of good seme, inIDrmation, 
and entertainment. It iB only by contrasting the 
works ~f Fuller with the lumbering and hea..,. pr0-

ductions of- his contemporaries that we can properly 
estimate the value of the former, or !pTe due honor 

- to the memory or one, who, in hiB most arduous and 
sterile undertakings, in the darkneBB of antiquities or­
the cloudy atmosphere of polemical divinity, never 
lost the vivifying spirit of his humor or the exhilara­
ting play of his wit, or suft"ered his keenness of obler­
fttion to be blunted by the blocks it had to work on. 
To him every subjeet 11'88 alike: ifit was a dull one, 
he could enliven it; if it was an agreeable one, he 
could improve it ; if it 11'88 a deep one, he could sound 
-it; if it was a tough one, he could grapple with it. 
I. him le~g was but subsidiary to wit, and wit 
bot secondary to wisdom; and, if his quaintness of 
humor gave something of the grotesque to his produc­
tions, it but added to the gloss of the admirable mat­
ter which it shone on. To him 8Ild to his pages Dl1ly 
we always come, secure of entertainment and instruc­
tion-of finding an agreeable olio of humorous wit 
and diverting sense, which reciprocally relieve and 
play upon each other, the latter sobering and steady­
ing the former, the former barbing and pointing the 
latter. In short, his works are an inexhaustible fund 
of sound and solid thought-a quarry, or rather mine, 
of good old English heartiness, where the lighter and 
less elaborate artificers of modem times may seek, 
and seek fearlessly, fur materials for their own more 
fragile and graceful structures. 
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" Of Fuller himself we can oqJ.y obaerve,that his 
life wu meritoriously passed, and exemplary through. 
obt; that his opinioDS were independently adopted 
and UDShrinkingly maintained. In the darkest and 
gloomiest period of our national history he had the 
sense and the wisdom to pursue the right way, and to 
persevere in an even tenor of moderation, u remote 
from interested lukewarmness u it wu from mean· 
spirited fear. Unwilling to go all lengths with either 
party, he wu of consequence vilified by both: willing 
~ unite th.e maintainers of opposite and confficting 
sentiments, he only v.nited them against himse1£ 
Secure in the strength of his intellectual riches, the 
storms and hurricanes which uprooted the tabric of 
the' constitution had only the effect of confining him 
more to his own resources, and of inciting him to the 
production of those numerous treatises and compila­
tions for which he received from his contemporaries 
respect and reputation, and for which posterity will 
render him its tribute of unfailing ~titude." 
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PRE FA C E. 

TO THE READBB.. 

WHO is not sensible with IIOrtow ofthe distrac­
tions of this age 1 To write books .therefore may 
seem unseasoDable, especially in a time wherein 
the preas, like an unruly horse, hath east oft' his 
bridle of being licensed, and some serious books, 
whioh dare tty abroad, are hooted at by a flock 
of pamphlets. 

But be pleased to know that when I leA my 
home, it was fair weather, and my journey was 
half past, before I discovered the tempest, and 
h~ gone so far in this work, that I could neither 
go baekward with credit, nor fOrward with com­
fort. 

As for the matter of this book, therein I am 
resident on my profession; holiness in the la~ 
tude thereof falling under the cognizance or a 
divine: For curious method, expect none, e .. 
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says for the most part not being placed as at a 
feast, but placing themselves as at an ordinary. 

The characters I have conformed to the then 
standing laws of the realm. A twelvemonth ago 
wel'e they sent to the press, since which time the 
wisdom of the King and State hath thought fi~ 
ting to alter many things, and I expect the· dis­
cretion of the reader should make his alterations 
~ccordingly, And I conjure thee' by all c.hris­
tian ingenuity, that if lighting here on some 
passages, rather harsh-sounding than ill-intended, 
to construe the same by the general drift and 

, majn scope which is aimed at. 
N or let it render the modesty of tbis book su .. 

pected, because it presumes to appear in compa­
ny unmanned by any patron. If rig)1t, .it will de­
fend itself; if wrong, none can defend it. Truth 
needs not, falsehood deserves not, a supporter. 
And indeed the matter of this work is too high 
for a subject's, the work.manship thereof too low 
fol' a prince's patronage. 
, And now I will turn my pen' into prayer, that. 
God would be pleased to discloud these gloomy 
days w~th the beams of his mllrCr: which if I 
may be so happy as to see, it will then encourage 
me to CQunt it freedom to serve two apprentice-

- ships, God spinning out the thick tbread of my 
life so long, in writing the Ecclesiastical History 
from Christ's time to our days, if I shall from re-

i 
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moter parts be so planted, as to enjoy the benefit 
of walking and standing libraries, without which 
advantages the best vigilance doth but vainly 
dream to undertake such a task. 

Mean time I will stop the leakage of my soul, 
and what heretofore hath rUn out in writing, 
IIhaII hereafter (God willing) b~ improved in con­
stant preaching, in what place soever God's pro­
vidence, ~nd friends' good will, shall fix 

Thine in all christian offices, 

TQOMAS FULLER. 



THE HOLY STATE. 

THE GOOD WIFE. 

ST. PAUL to the Colossians, iii. 18, first adviseth 
women to submit themselves to their husbands, 
and then counselleth men to love their wives. 
And sure it was fitting that women should .first 
have their lesson given them, beeause it is hard­
est to be learned, and therefore they need have 
the more time to eon it. For the same rea­
lOB, we first begin with the character of a good 

, wife. 
She comma.ndeth her husband, in any equal 

matter, by constant obeying him. It was alway. 
observed, that what the English gained of the 
French in battle by valor, the French'regained 
of the English by cunning in treaties: 80, if the 
husband sJiould chance by his power, in his pas-

A 
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sion, to prejudice his wife's right, she wisely 
knoweth, by compounding and complying, to re­
cover and rectify it again. 

She never crosseth her husband in the spring­
tide of his anger, but stays tin it be ebbing-water. 
And then mildly she argues the matter, not so 
much to condemn him, as to acquit herself. Sure­
ly men, contrary to iron, are worse to be wrought 
upon when they are hot; and are far more tract­
able in cold blood. It is an observation of sea­
men, that if a single meteor or fireball falls on 
their mast, it portends ill luck; but if two come 
together (which they count Castor and Pollux) 
they presage good success: but sure, in a family 
itbodeth most bad, when two fireballs (husband's 
and wife's anger) corne both together. 

She keeps borne, if she hath not her husband's 
company or leave for her patent to go abroad: 
for the house is the woman's centre. It is writ­
ten, Psalm civ. 2, "The sun ariseth, mali goeth 
forth unto his work, and to his labor until the 
evening:" but it is said of the good woman, Prov~ 
xxxi. 15, "She riseth while it is yet night:" for 
man in the race of his work starts from the rising 
of the sun, because his business is without doors, 
and not to be done without the light of heaven; 
but the woman hath her work within the house, 
and therefore can make the sun rise by lighting of 
a candle. 
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Her clothes are rather comely than costly, and 
she makes plain cloth to be velvet by her hand­
some wearing it. She is none of our dainty 
dames, who love to appear in variety of suits 
every day new; as if a good gown~ like a strata­
gem in war, were to be used but once: but our 
good wife sets up a sail according to the keel of' 
her husband's estate; and if of high parentage, 
she doth not 80 remember what she was by birth, 
that she forgets what she is by matcb. 

" Arcana imperii" (her husband's secrets) she 
will not divulge. Especially she is careful to 
conceal his infirmities. If he ~ none of the wi­
sest, sbe so orders it that be appears on the pub­
lic stage but seldom; and then he hath conned 
bis part 80 well, tbat be comes oft' with great ap­
plause. If his "forma informans" be but bad, 
she provides him better" formas assistentes," gets 
him wise servants and secretaries. 

In ber husband's absencp., she is wife and dep­
uty husband, which makes her double the files 
of her diligence. At his return he finds all things 
so well, tbat be wonders to see himself at home 
when he was abroad. 

,In her husband's sickness, she feels more grief 
than she shows. Partly that she may not dis­
hearten him; and partly because she is not at 
leisure to seem 80 sorrowful, that she may be the 
more serviceable. 

A2 
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Her children, though' many in number, are 
BORe 'in noise, steering them with a look whither 
she lillteth. ,When they grow up, she teachetb 
them, not pride, but painfulness, making their 
hands to clothe their backs, and thelD to wear 
the livery of their own industry, She makes Dot 
ber daughters gentlewomen befOre they be W()oo 

men, rather teaching them what they should pay 
to otbers, than reeeive from them. 

The beaviest work of her servants sbe maketh 
ligbt, by orderly and seasonably enjoining it: 
wherefure her service is counted a preferment, 
and her teaching better than ber wages, Her 
maids fullow tbe precedent of their mistress, live 
modestly at home, One a&ked a grave gentle­
woman, how her maids came by so good hus­
bands, and yet seldom went abroad; "Oh," said 
she, "good husbands come home to them," 

THE GOOD HUSBAND. 

HAVING formerly described a good wife, she 
will make a good husband, whose character we 
are now to present. 

His love to his wife weakeneth not his ruling 
her, and his ruling Iesseneth not his loving her. 
Wherefore he avoideth all fondness (a sick love, 

.1 
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to be praiaed in nODe, and pardoned only in the 
Dewly married), wbere»y more hue wilfully b&o 
trayed their commlUld than ever lost it by tbeir 
wives'rebellion. Metbinks the he-viper is right 
enough served, which, as Pliny reports, puts h. 
head into the sh&oviper's meuth, aDd she bites it 
oft". And what wonder is it if women take the. 
rule to themselves, which their uxo~ious h\l8b&nds 
first surrender unto them ? 

He is constant·to his wife, and coa6dent of her. 
And sure where jealousy. the jailor, many break 
the prison, it opening more ways to wickedness 
than it stoppeth ; so that where it findeth one, it 
maketh ten dishonest. 

He alIoweth her meet maintenance, but mea­
sures it by his own es\ILte: nor will he give less, 
nor can she ask more. Which allbwanee, if 
shorter tban her deserts and his desire, he lengtb­
eneth it Otlt with his courteous carriage unto ber ; 
ehie4y in her sickness, then not so much word­
pitying her, as providing necessaries for her. 

That she may not intrench on bis prerogative, 
he maintains ber propriety in feminine a.iFairs: 
yea, tberein he fOUows her advice; for tbe soul 
of a man is planted so higb, that he overshoots 
such low matters as lie level to a woman's] eye, 
aad therefore ber counsel tberein may better bit 
the mark. Causes tbat are properly of feminine 
cognizance, he suffers her finally to decide; not so 
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mucb as permitting an' appeal to himself, that 
. their jurisdictions may not interfere. He will 
,not countenance Ii stubborn servant against her, 
but in her maintains bis own authority. Such 
husbands as bait the mis~rell8 with her maids, 
and clap their hands at the sport, will ,have cause 
to wring them afterwards. 

Knowing she is the weaker vessel, he bears 
with her infirmities. All hard using of ,her he 
detests, desiring therein to do, not what may be 
l.aweul, but fitting. And grant ber ,to be of a ser" 
vile nature, sucb as may be bettered by beating; 
yet. he remel!lbers he hath enfranchised her by 
marrying her. On her wedding-day she was, like 

. St. Paul, free bom, and privileged from any ser­
vile punishment. 

He is careful that the wounds betwixt them take 
not air, and be not publicly known. Jars con­
cealed are half reconciled; which if generally 
known, it is a double task to stop the breach at 
home, and men's mouths abroad. To this end 
he never publicly reproves her. An open reproof 
puts her to do penance bewre all tbat .are pre­
sent, after which many rather study revengeth8.D 
reformation. 

He keeps her. in the wholesome ignorance of 
unnecessary secrets. They will not be starved 
with the ignorance, wbo perchanae may surfeit 
with the knowledge of weighty counsels, too, 
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heavy for the weaker sex to bear. He knows lit­
tie, who will tell his wife all he knows. 

He beats not his wife after his death. One 
having a shrewd wife, yet loth to use her hardly 
in his life time, awed her with telling her that 
he would beat her when he was dead, meaning 
that he would leave her no maintenance. This 
..humor is unworthy ,a worthy man, who will en­
deavor to provide her a competent estate : yet 
he that impoverisheth his children to enrich his 
widow t delltloys a quick bedge to make a dead 
OQe. 

THE GOOD PARENT. 

HB beginneth his care tor his children at their 
birth, giving them to God too be, if not (as Hao­
nah did) his chaplains, at least his Benants. This 
eare he continueth till the day of his death, in 
their in~cy, youth, aad man's estate. In all 
which, 

HQ showeth them in his own practice what to 
follow and imitate; and in others', what to shun 
and avoid. For though '( the words of the wise 
be as nails fasteued by the masters of the assem­
blies," yet sure their examples are the hammer to 
drive them in, to take the deeper hold. A father 
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'that whipped his Ml .fDr -swearing, and swore 
himself wbilIt he whippad.him,.01 more harm 
by his eumpfe tllan geOO by his·....,mtCtioo. 

Jle .doth not we1eome :0. e~aee dIe first 
oel8ayaof sin in his children. Wee.da UIe 00UIlt­
.ed hftbs ill the beginning of t8e BpI'ing: nettles 
are put in pottage, and sallada IDe Inade of al­
!der-buds. llhus food fathers like .the,oatbs and 
'wanton talk,of tbeir little ehiWren, and pleue 
,themselves 110 .heat' tMm displea. God. But 
·oar wise parent·botJa inlt~.s (hie ohilu.m in 
piety, and with correction blasts the first buds of 
profaneness in them. He that will not use the 
rod on his child, his child shall be used as a rod 
on him. 

He obseneth gavel-kind in dividi"g his affec­
tions, though not his estate, giving each child 
'a part. He loves them (though lea'Ve8 them not) 
'8:11 alillie. Like a wetl-drawn piewre, he eyes 
-all his children alike -( if there \Ie a parity of de· 
'serts), not parching one to drown another. _ Did 
not that mother show tittle wit in 'her great par­
tiality, to whom, when her neglected son com­
plained that his brother (her darling) had hit 
'and hurt him with a stone, whipped him only for 
standing in the way whelle -the stone went which 
his brother cast? -This partiality is tyranny I wben 
parents despise those that are deformed, enough 
to break them "hom God had bowed before. 
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Be-aIloW8liis elriTlren maiateJallCe .coolding­
to- their ...... y; .herwiee it willi m_ the .. 
bue, acquaiIWI tbeIIl witbJ bad dMRpany aodlsbazdr.. 
ing tricks j and it makes them surfeit the IIG8IIer 
when they eMIle- too thieir eBtUies. It is obsened 
of camels,. thu halJinrJ tIIa_fed leog wi thollt wa­
tell thro~ sEd, deserts, "impIenfJar cam bi­
bead~ est oe&asiO ea in pr.-ritmD et ill fllD 
rum:" and 10 these thirst, heirs aoaJr. it whew' 
they come to their means, who, whilst their fa., 

others were H.-mg,. Blight not touch the top of his 
moaey, and thiuk they shall. Dever teet the bGt. 
tom of it wbeD they are deN. 

In cheosing a proitssifJll, he is directed by his 
child's disposition; whoseioclination is the. strong .. 
est indenture 1X> bind- him to Ito trade. But when 
they set Abel to till the Rlound, and send Cain­
to keep sheep j Jacob to hant, and Eaan to liv. .. 
in teats; dli~e some to school, and othNs from. 
it; tllley _ "ioleaee to- nature, aDd it will thrive 
accordingly. Yet he humors not his child when 
he makes an oBworthy choice beneath himself, 
or rather for eal!fe than UBe, pleasure than profit. 

If Ilis SOD plOYe wild, he- doth not cast him oti 
so fa" bitt he marks the place where he lighUl. 
Witll the mother of Moses, he doth not sufi'er his 
SOD so to sink or swim, but he leaYes one to 
stand afar-off to watch what will beaNlle. of hilD. 
lIe is careful whilst he quencheth ~s luxury, ~ 
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withal to put out his life. The rather, because 
their souls, who have broken and run out in their 
youth, have proved the more healthful for it at:. 
terwards. 

He moves him to marriage rather by argu­
ment drawn from his good, than hisown authori­
ty. It is a style too prin~ly for a parent herein, 
to will and command, but sure he may will and 
desire. Affections, like the conscience, are rath­
er to be led than drawn. 

Re doth not give away his loaf to his «hildren, 
and then come to them for a piece of bread. He 
holds the reins (though loosely) in his own hands, 
and keeps to reward duty, and punish undutiful­
ness; yet on good occasion, for his cbildren's ad­
vancement, he wiD depart &om part of his means. 
Base is their nature who wiD not have their 
branches lopped, till their body be felled; and will 
let go none of their goods, as if it presaged their 
speedy death: whereas it doth not follow that he 
that puts oft' his cloak must presently go to bed. 

On his death·bed he bequeaths his blessing to 
all his children; nor rejoiceth he 80 much to 
leave them great portions, as honestly obtained. 
Only money well and lawfully gotten is good and 
lawful money. And if he leaves his children 
young, he principally nominates God to be their 
guardian, and next him is careful to appoint 
provident ov~rseers. , ~ . 



THE GOOD· CIULD. II 

THE GOOD CHILD. 

HE reverenceth the person of his parent, though 
old, poor, and froward. As his parent bare 
with him when a child, he bears with his parent 
if twice a child; nor doth his' dignity above him 
cancel his duty' under him. When Sir Thomas 
More was Lord Chancellor of England, and Sir 
John his father one of the Judges of the King's 
Bench, he would in Westminster-Hall beg his 
blessing of hiin on his knees. 

He observes his lawful oommands, and prac­
tiseth his precepts with all obedience. I cannot 
therefore excuse St. Barbara from undutifulness, 
and occasioning her oy.rn death. The matter this. 
Her father, being a Pagan, commanded his work­
men building his hou!le, to make two windows in 
a room: Barbara, tnowing her father't! pleasure, 
in his absence enjoined ~hem to make three, that 
seeing them she might the better contemplate 
the mystery ofthe holy winity •. (Methinks two 
windows might as well have raised her medita­
tions, and the light arising from both, would as 
properly have mind~d her oftbe Holy Spirit pro­
ceeding from the Father and the Son.) Her 
father, enraged at his return, thus oame to the 
knowledge of her religio~,and accused her to 
tbamagistrate, whioh cost ber her Iif~. 
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Having practised them himself, he entails his 
parent's precepts on his posterity. Therefore 
such instructions are by Solomon, Proverbs i. 9, 
compared to frontlets and cbains(not to a suit of 
clothes, which serves but one, and quickly wears 
out, or out offashion), which have in them a real 
lasting worth, and are bequeathed as legacies to 
another age. The same counsels observed, are 
chains to grace, which neglected, prove halters· 
to strangle undutiful children. 

He is patient under correction, and thankful 
after it. When Mr. West, formerly Tutor (sucb 
I count" in loco parentis ") toDr. Whitaker, was 
by him, then RegillS Professor, created Doctor, 
Whitaker solemnly gave him thanks before the 
University, for giving him correction when bis 
young scholar • 

. In marriage, he first and last consults with bis 
father; when. propounded, when concluded. 
He best bowls at the lBark of his own content­
ment, who, besides the aim of his own eye, is di­
~ted by his father, who is to give him the ground • 

. He is a stork to his parent, and feeds him in 
his old age ~ not only if his father hath been a 
pelican, but though he bath been an ostrich unto 
him, and neglected him in his youth. He con­
fine s him not a long way off to a short pension, 
forfeited if he comes into his presence; but 
shows piety at home, and learns (as St. Paul saith, 
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1 Timothy v.4,} to requite his parent. And 
yet the debt (1 mean only the principal, not 
counting the interest) cannot fully be paid, and 
IbenOOre he compounds with his father to ae­
Ul~ in good w9Ith -. utmo&t of his endeavor. 

Such & child Gad commonly rewards with to.g 
life iD this world.. If ~ chance to die young, 
yet he lives long that lives well; a.nd time mis­
Ip8nt is BOt lived but lost. Besides, God is bet­
ter tho Ilis promise, if he takes from him a long 
lease, and gives him a freehold of better. value. 
As fbr disolledient cbildrea, 
II preserved from the gallows, tbey are reserv­

etltOr the ruk, to be tortured by tlreir own p0s­

terity. One compIailled, ~a.t never father lwl 
so UDodatiful a., child as he ba.d. " Yes," said his 
SOD, with less gra.ce than trath, " my grandfa.ther 
had." 

1 eonelude this subject with the example of a 
Pagan's son, which wil! shame most ChristiUIB. 
Pomponius AUicus, making the funeral oration 
at the death of his mother, did protest that living 
with her threeseore and seveD years, he was 
never reconciled 11800 her; "Be nunquam cum 
matre in gra.tiam rediissej" becallSe {ta.ke the 
eomment with the text} there never happened 
betwixt them the leut 'jar, which ~eeded reCOD­
eilia,ioa. 
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THE GOOD MASTER. 

HE is the heart in the midst of his household, 
"primum vivens et uItimum moriens," first up 
and last abed, if not in his person yet in his prO­
vidence. In his carriage he aimeth at his own 
and his servants' good, and to advance both. 

He oversees the works of his servants. One 
said that the dust that fell from the master's shoes 
was the best compost to manure grOlind. The 
lion out of state will not run whilst anyone looks 
upon him; but some servants out of slothfulness 
will not run except BOme do look upon them, 
spurred on with their master's eye. Chiefly he, 
is careful exactly to take his servants' reckonings. 
If their master takes no account of them, they 
will make small account of him, and care not 
what they "'pend who are never brought' to an 
audit. 

He provides them victuals, wholesome, suf­
ficient, and seasonable. He doth not so allay his 
servants' bread to debase it so much as to make 
that servants' meat which is not man's meat. He 
allowetli them also convenient rest and recrea­
tion; whereas some masters, like a bad con­
science, will not suffer them to sleep that have 
them. He remembers the old law of the Saxon 
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King Ina, "If a villain work on Sunday by his 
lord's command, he shall be free." 

The wages he contracts for, he duly and truly 
pays to his servants. The same word in the 

, Greek, '/eIi, signifies rust and poison: and some 
strong poison is made oi the rust of metalti, but 
none more venomous than the rust of money in 
the rich man'.s purse, unjustly detained from the 
laborer, which will poison and -infect his whole 
estate. 

He', ~ever threatens his servant, but rather 
presently corrects him. Indeed conditional 
threatenings with promise of pardon on amend­
ment, are good and useful. Absolute threatenings 
torment more, reform less, making servants keep 
their' faults, and forsake their masters: where­
fore herein he never passeth his word, but makes 
present payment, lest the creditor run away from 
the debtor. 

In correcting his servant, he becomes not Ii 
slave to his own passion. Not cruelly making 
new indentures of the flesh of his apprentice. 
To this end he never beats hi'll in the height of 
his passion. Moses b~ing to fetch water out of 
the rock, and commanded by God only to speak 
to it with his rod in his hand, being transported 
with anger, smote it thrice. Thus some masters" 
which might fetch penitent. tears from their ser­
vants with a chiding word (Quly shaking the rod 
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withal tOr terror), in their fury strike many blows 
which might better be spared. If he perceives 
his servant incorrigible, so that he cannot wash 
the blackamoor, he washeth his hands of him, 
and fairly pots him away. 

He is tender of his servant in his sickness and 
age. If crippled in his service, his house is biB 
hospital: yet how many throwaway those dry 
bones out of the which themselves have sucked 
the marrow 1 It is as usual to see a young 
serving-man an old beggar, as to see a light-horse 
fint from the great saddle of a nobleman to comet 
to the haekney-eoach, and at last die in drawing 
.. oar. But the good master is not like the cruel 
banter, in the fable, who- be'at his old dog be. 
Anse his toothless mouth let go the game; he 
rather imitates the noble nature· ot our Prince 
Henry, who took order for the keeping of an old 
English mastiff which had made a lion rull 
away. Good reason good service in age should 
be rewarded. Who can without pity and pleas­
ure behold that trusty vessel which carried Sir· 
Francis Dra.ke about the world 1 

Hitherto our discourse hath proceeded of the 
carriage of masters towards free covenant ser­
vants, not intermeddling with their behavior to­
wards slaves and vassals, whereof we only report 
this passage: When Charles the Fifth Emperor 
returning with his fleet from Algiers was extreme-
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Iy beaten with a tempest, and their ships over­
Ioaden, he caused them to cast their best horses 
into the sea to save the life of many' slaves, whieh 
according to the market price was not so much 
worth. Are there not many that in such a case 
had rather save Jack the horse than Jocky the 
keeper 1 And well may masters consider how 
easy a transposition it had been for God, to have 
made him to mount into the saddle that holds the 
,stirrup; and him to sit down at the table, who 
stands by with a trencher. 

THE GOOD SERVANT. 

HE is one that out of conscience serves God in 
his master, and so hath the principle of obedi­
ence in himself. As for those servants who 
found their obedience on some external thing, 
with engines, they will go no longer than they 
are wound, or weighed up .. 

He doth not dispute his mastet's lawful will, 
but doeth it. Hence it is that simple servants 
(understand such whose capacity is bare meas­
ure, without surplusage, equal to the business he 
is used in) are more useful, because more man­
ageable, than abler men, especially in matters 
wherein not their brains but hands are required. 
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Yet if his master, out of want of experience, en- , 
joins him to do what is hurtful, and prejudicial 
t~ his own estate, duty herein makes him undu- ~ 
tiful (if not to deny, to demur in his perform-
ance), and choosing rather to displease than hurt 
his master, he humbly represents his seasons to 
the contrary. 

He loves to go about his business with cheer­
fulness. One said, " he loved to hear his carter 
though not his cart to sing." God lovetb a cheer­
ful giver; and Christ reproved the Pharisees for 
disfiguring their faces with a sad countenance. 
Fools I who, to persuade men that angels.Iodged 
in their hearts, hung out a devil for a sign in 

, their faces. Sure cheerfulness in doing renders 
a deed more acceptable. Not like those servants, 
Who doing their work unwillingly, their looks do. 
enter a protestation against what their hands are 
doing. 

He dispatcheth his business with quickness 
. and expe,ditioD. Hence the same English word, 
speed, signifies celerity, and success; the former 
in business of execution causing the latter. In­
deed haste and rashness are storms and tempests, 
breaking alid wrecking business; but nimble­
ness is a fair full wind, blowing it with speed to 
the haven. As he is good at hand, so is he good 
at length, continually and constantly careful in 
his . service. Many servants, as if they had 
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learned the nature of the besoms they use, are ' 
good for a few days, and afterwards grow un­
serviceable. 

He disposeth not of his master's goods without 
his privity or consent: no, not in the smallest 
matters. Open this wicket, and it will be in 
vain for masters to shut the door. If servants 
presume to dispose small things without their 
master's allowance (besides that many little leaks 
may sink a ship), this will widen their consciences 
to give away greater. But though he hath not 
always a particular leave, he hath a general 
grant, and a warrant dormant ~om his master to 
give an alms to the poor in his absence, if in ab­
solute necessity. 

His answers to his master are true, direCt, 
and dutiful. If a dumb devil Possp.sseth a ser-' 
vant, a winding cane is the fittest circle, and the 
master the exorcist· to drive it out. Some ser­
vants are so talkative, one may as well command 
the echo as th~ not to speak last; and then 
they count themselves conquerors, because last 
they leave the. field. Others, though they seem 
to yield and go away, yet; with the flying Parthi­
ans, shoof backward over their shoulders, and 
dart bitter taunts at their masters; yea, though 
with the clock they have given the last stroke,' 
yet they keep a jarring, muttering to themselves 
11. good while after. ' 
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Just correction he bears patiemly, and ~ . 
he takes cheerfully; bowing that stripes unjust­
ly given more hurt the master than the mlUl: 

and the logic maxim is verified, "Agens agendo 
repatitur ," the smart most lights OD the striker. 
Chiefly he disdains the baseness of rllDning away. 

Because charity is so cold, bis industry is the 
hotter to provide something for himself, whereby 
he may be maintained in his old age.. If under 
his master he trades for himself(as an apprentice 
may do, if he hath covenanted BO beforehand), he 
provides good bounds and sufficient fences be­
twixt his own and his master's-estate (Jacob, Geo. 
xxx. 36, set his flock three days' journey from 
Laban's), that no quaqel may arise about their 
property, nor suspicion that his remnant hath 
eaten up bis master's whole cloth. 

THE GOOD WIDOW. 

SUE is a woman whose head hath. been quite 
cut off, and yet she liveth. Conceive her to 
have buried her husband decently according to 
his quality and condition, and let us see how she 
behaves herself afterwards. 

Her grief for her husband, though real, is 
moderate. E~cessive was the sorrow of King 
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Riohard the Second, beseeming him neither as 
,king, man, or Christian, who so fervently loved 
Ann& of Bohemia his Queen, that when she di~ 
at Saeen in Surrey, he both cursed the place, 
and also out of madness overthrew the whole 
house. _ 

But our widow's sorrow is no storm, 'hut a still 
rain. Indeed some foolishly discharge the sur­
plusage of their passions on themselves, tearing 
their hair, so ~at their friends coming to the 
funeral, know not which most to bemoan, the 
dead hUl!lband, or the dying widow. Yet com­
monly it comes to pass, that such widows' grief 
is quickly emptied, which strcameth out at so 
large a veut; whilst their tears that but drop, , ' 
will hold running a long time. 

She continues a competent time in her widow's 
estate. Anciently they were, at least, to live out 
their" anpum luctUs," their year of sorrow. But 
&s some erroneously compute the long lives of 
the patriarc~ before the flood, not by solary, but 
lunary years, making a month a year: so many 
overhasty widows cut their year of moqrning 
.,ery short, and within few weeks make post 
speed to a second marriage. -

Though going abroad sometimes about her 
business, she never makes it her business to go 
abroad., Indeed" man goeth forth to his)ahor," 
and a widow in civil affairs is often forced to act 
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a double part of man and woman, and must go 
abroad to solicit her business in person, what she 
OODnot do by the pro,xy of her friends. Yet even 
then slie is most careful of her credit, and tender 
of her modesty, not impudently thrusting into the 
society of men. Oh!'t is improper for tinder to 
strike fire, and for their sex which are to be sued 
to, first to intrude, and offer their company. 

She lov~s to look on her husband's picfilre, in 
the children he hath left her: not foolishly.fond 
over them for their father's sake (this were to kill 
them in honor ofthe dead), but giveth them care­
ful education. Her husband's friends are ever 
her welcomest guests, whom she entertaineth 
with her best cheer, and with honorable men­
tion of their friend's and her husband's memory. 

If she can speak little good of him, she speaks 
but little of liim. So handsomely folding up her 
discourse, that his virtues are shown outwards, and 
bis vices wrapped up in silence, as counting it 
barbarism to throw dirt on his memory who hath 
moulds cast on his body. She is a champion for 
his credit, if any speak against him. 

She putteth her especial confidence in God's 
providence. Surely if he be " a father to the fa­
therless," it must need follow that he is an hus­
band to the widow. And therefore she seeks to 
gain and keep his love unto her, by her constant 
prayer and religious life. 
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She will not mortgage her first husband's pawns, 
thereby to purchase the good will of a second. 
Ifshe marrieth (for which she hath the Apostle's 
licence, not to say mandate, "I will that the 
younger widows marry"), she will not abridge 
her children of that which justly belongs unto 
them. Surely a broken faith to the former is but 
a weak foundation to build thereon a loyal affec­
tion to a latter love. Yet if she becomes a mOo 
ther-in-law, there is no difference betwixt her 
carriage to her own and her second husband's 
children, save tbat she is severest to her own, 
over whom she hath the sole jurisd,iction. And 
if her second husband's children by a former 

. wife commit a fault, she had rather bind them 
over to answer for!t before their own father, 
than to correct them herself, to avoici all suspi­
cion of hard using of them. 

THE CONSTANT VIRGIN 

Is one who hath made a resolution with herself 
to live chailte and unmarried. N ow there is a 
grand difference betwixt a resolution and a vow. 
The former is a covenant drawn up betwixt the 
party and herself; and commonly runs with thiB 
clause, " durante nostro beneplacito," as long as we 
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shall think fitting; and therefore on just occasicjn 
she may give a release ~ herself. But in avo. 
God is interested as the ereditor, 10 that except 
he be pleased to give up the bood, .one'can give 
an acquittanee to themselves. 

She chooseth nota single lifq solely fOr itself, 
but in reference to the better serving of God. ..l 
single life is none of those things to be desired 
in and for itself, but beeause it leads a more conve­
nient way to the worshipping of God, especially 
in time or persecution. For then, if Christians 
be furced to run races for their lives, the unmar­
ried have the advantage, lighter by many onnces, 
and freed from much incumbrance, which the 
married are subject to; who, though private 
persons, herein are like princes, they must have 
their train follow them. 

She improveth her single life therewith to serve 
God the more constantly. Housekeepers cannot 
so exactly mark all their family affairs, but that 
sometimes their ranks will be broken; which dis­
order by necessary consequence will disturb 
their duties of piety, to make them contracted, 
omitted, or unseasonably performed. The Apos­
tIe saith, " Such shall have troubles in the flesh;" 
and grant them sanctified troubles, yet even ho­
ly-thistle and sweet-brier have their prickles. 
But the virgin is freed from these incumbrances. 
No lording husband shall at the same time com-
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mand Iter prellElnce and distance, to be always 
Dear, in constant attendance, and .Iways to stand 
aloof oft' in an awful observance; 80 that provid­
ing his breakfast hazards her soul to fast a meal 
of morning prayer: no .crying children shall 

. drown her singing of psalms, a~d put her dev&o 
'tWn out of tune: no unfaithful servants shall 
f~ce her to divide her eyes betwixt lifting them up 
to God and casting them down to oversee their 
work; but making heI: closet her chapel, she 
freely enjoyeth God and good thoughts at what 
time she pleaseth. 

Yet in all her discourse she maketh an honor­
able mention of marriage. And good reason that 
virginity should pay a chief rent of honor unto 
it, as acknowledging herseIfto be a "colonia de­
ducta" from it. Unworthy is the practice of those 
who in their discourse plant all their arguments 

, point-blank to batter down the married f'lltlJ,te, 
bitterly inveighing ag/l.inst it; yea, base is the 
behavior of some young men, who CIUl spe/l.k 
nothing but satires against God's ordinance of 
matrimony, and the whole sex of women.' This 
they do either out of deep dissimulation, to di- . 
vert suspicion, that they IlIAY prey the farthest 
from their holes; or else they do it out of ra.: 
veoge: having themselves formerly lighted on 
bad women (yet no wOl'6e than they deserved), 
they curse all adventur.es because of their own . 
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shipwreck; or lastly, they do it out of mere spite 
to nature and God himself: and pity it is but that 
their fathe'rs had' been of the same opinion. Yet 
it may be tolerable, if only in' harmless mirth 
they chance to bestow a jest upon the follies of 
married people. Thus when a gentlewoman told 
an ancient bachelor who looked vei'y young, that 
she thought he had eaten a snake: "No, mis­
tress," said he, " it is because I never meddled witIi 
any snakes, which maketh me look 80 young." 

She counts herself better lost in a modest si­
lence than found in a bold discourse. Divinity 
permits not women to speak in the church; mo­
rality forbids maids to talk in the house, where 
their betters are present. She is far from Ute 
humors of those, who (more bridling in their 
chins than their tongues) love in their CODstant 
prating to make sweet music to their own. ears, 
and harsh jarring to all the rest of the company: 
yea, as sOme report of sheep, that whell they run 
they are afraid of the noise of their own feet ~ 80 

our'virgin is afraid to hear her own toogue run -
in the presence of graver persons. She conceives 
the bold maintaining of any argument coacl.des 
against her own civil behavior; aad yet she will 
give a good account of anything whereof she is 
questioned, suffieient to show her silence is her 
choice, not her refuge. In speaking, she studi­
ously avoids alI suspicious expressions, which wan-' 
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: ton apprehensions may colorably convert into ob­
scenity. 

She blusheth at the wanton discourse of oth. 
ers in her company. As fearing that being in 
the presence where treason again.st modesty is 
spoken, all in the place will be arraigned for 
principal: yea, if silent, she is afraid to be taken 
to consent. Wherefore, that she may not suffer 
in her tille to modesty, to preserve her right she 
enters a silent caveat by a blush in her cheeks, 
and embraceth the next opportunity to get a 
gaol-delivery out of that company where she was 
detained in durance. Now because we have' 
mentioned blusning, which'is 80 frequent with 
virgins that it is called a maiden's blush (as if 
they alone had a patent to die this color),give us 
leave a little to enlarge ourselves on this subject. 

1. Blushingoftentimesproceeds from guiltiness; 
when the offender, beiilgpursued after, seeksas it 
were to hide himselfunder the vizard of anew face. 

2. Blushing is other times rather a compurgator 
than an accuser j not arising· from guiltiness in 
our virgin, but from one of these reasons : First, be­
cause she is surprised with a sudden accusation, 
and though armed witli innocency, that she can­
not be pierced, yet may she be amazed with so 
unexpected a charge. Secondly, from sensible­
ness of disgrace, ashamed, though innocent, to 
be within the suspicion of such faults, and that shQ 



23 THB BOLY STATE. 

hath carried herself so that any tongue durst be!l& 
impudent as to lay it to her charge. Thirdly, 
from a disability to acquit herself at the instant 
(her integrity wanting rather clearing than clear­
ness), and perchance she wants boldness to trav­
erse the action, and so non-suiting herself, she 
fears her cause will suffer ib the judgments of all 

I that be present; and although accused but in 
jest, she is jealous the accusation wi)) be believ­
ed in earnest; and edged-tools thrown in mer­
riment may wound reputations. Fourthly. out of 
mere anger: for as in fear the blood makes not 
an orderly retreat, but a confused flight to the 
heart; so in blushing the blood saJlies out into 
our virgin's cheeks, and seems as a champion to 
ehallenge the accuser for wronging her. . 

3. Where small faults are committed, blushing 
~btains a pardon of course with ingenuous behold­
ers. As if she be guilty of casual incivilities, 
or solecisms in manners occasioned by invincible 
ignorance, and unavoidable mistakes, in such a 
case blushing is a sufficient penance to restore 
her to her state of innocency. 

'She imprisons not herself with a solemn vow 
never to marry. For none know their own 
strength herein. Who hath sailed about the world 
of his own heart, sounded each -creek, surveyed 
each comer, but that still there remains therein 
much" terra incognita" to himself? Junius, at 
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the first little better than a misogynist, was after­
wards 80 altered from himself, that he succe8-
sively married foUl wives. 

As she lives with less care, so she dies with 
more cheerfulness. Indeed, she was rather a s0-

journer than an inhabitant in this world, and 
therefore forsakes it with the less grief. In a word, , 
the way to heaven is alike narrow to all estates, 
but far smoother to the virgin than to the married. 

THE ELDER BROTHER 

Is one who made haste to come into the world 
to bring his parents the first news of male poe­
ter-ity, and is well rewarded for his tidings. 

He is tru.nkful for the, advantage God g ..... ' 
him at the stalting in thfI race into. th.is world. 
When twins have been even mu.ehed, ooe hath 
gained the goal but by his length. 8t. Augustme 
saith, that it is every man's bounden duty solemn­
ly to celebrate his birth day. If 80, elder broth­
ers may best afFord good cheer on the festival. 

He oounts not his inheritance a writ of cue 
to free him from industry: as if on1y the 'young­
er brothers came into the world to work, the ei­
der to compliment. These are the. tops of theiJ: 
houses indeed, like cotlofts, highest and empti-
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est. Rather he laboreth to furnish himself with 
all gentle accomplishments, being best able to go 
to the cost of learning. He need not fear to be 
served as Ulrich Fugger was (chief of the noble 
family ofthe Fuggers in Augsburg), who was dis­
inherited of a great patrimony only for his stu­
diousness, and expensiveness ii buying costly 
manuscripts. . 

He doth not so remember he is an heir, that 
he forgets he is a son. Wherefore his carriage 
to his parents is always respectful. It may chance 
that his father may be kept in a charitable pris­
on, whereof his son hath the keys; the old man 
being only tenant for life, and the lands entail­
'ed on our young gentleman. In such a case, 
when it is in his pO\ver, if necessity requires, he 

, , enlargeth his father to such a reasonable propor­
tion of liberty as may not be injurious to himself. 

He rather desires his father's.life than his living. 
His father's deeds and gran,ts he ratifies and 

confirms. If a stitch be fallen in a lease, he 
will not widen it into an hole by cavilling, till the 
whole strength of the grant run out thereat; or 
take advantage of the default of the clerk in the 
writing where the deed appears really done, and 
on a. valuable consideration. He counts him­
self bound in honor to perform what by marks 
and signs he plainly understands his father meant, 
though he spake it not out. 
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He retleeteth his lustre to grace and credit his 
younger brethren. Thus Scipio Africanus, after 
his great victories against the Carthaginians and 
conquering of Hannibal, was content to serve as 
a lieutenant in the wars of Asia, under Luciu. 
Scipio his younger brother. 

He relieveth hilfdistressed kindred, yet 80 as he 
continues them in their calling. Otherwise, they 
would all make his house their hospital, his kin- , 
dred their calling, When one being an hus­
bandman chaJlenged kindred of Robert Grost­
hea4, .Bishop of Lincoln, and thereupon request­
ed favor of him to bestow an office on him, " Cous­
in," quoth the Bishop, "if your cart be broken~ I '11 
mend it; if your plough old, I'll give you a new 
one, and seed to sow your land: but an hu .. 
bandmau I found you, and an husbandman I'll 
leave you." It is better to ease poor kindred in 
their profession, than to ease them from their 
profession. 

He is careful to support the credit and dignity 
of his family; neither wasting his p'aternal estate 
by his unthriftiness, nor marring it'by parcelling 
his ancient manors and demesnes amongst his . 
younger children, whom he provides for by an­
nuities, pensions, moneys, leases, and purchased 
lands. He remembers how when our King AJ. 
fred divided the river of Lee (which parts Hert­
fordshire and Essex), into three streams, it became 
80 shaHow that boats cpuld not row, where for-
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IIMIty ships did ride. Thus the ancient family 
oftbe Woodfords (which had long eootinued in 
Leicestersbire and elsewhere in England in great 
aecount, estate and livelihood), is at this day quite 
&xtiD«. For when Sir Thomas Woodford in the 
reign of King Henry.the Sixth, made almost an 
even partition of his means betwixt his five grand­
children, the bouse in short space utterly decay­
ed; not any part of his lands now in the tenure 
OJ name of any of his male line, some whereof lived 
to be brought to a low ebb of fortune. 'Yet, 
on·the other side, to leave all to the eldest, and 
make nQ provision for the rest of their chilllren, 
is against all rules of religion, forgetting their 
christian-name to remember their surname. 

THE YOUNGE R BROTHER. 

SOME account him the better gentleman of 
the two, because son to the more ancient gen­
tleman. Wherein his elder brother can give 
him the hearing, and a smile into the bargain. 
He· sha.res equally with his elder brother in the 
education, but differs from him in his portion, and 
.though he giveth also his father's arms, Jet to 
use the Herald's language, he may say, 

II This to my elder brother I mUBt yield, 
I bave the charge, bat be hath aU the 1ieId." 



-~--.---~-'-----~-.--------- , 

THE YOUJlGER BRO'1'lll!:R. 33 

Like herein toa young DepheW of Tarquin's in 
Rome, who was called Egereus, from wanting 
of maintenance, because hi., grandfather left him 
nothing. It was therefore a m~nnerly answer 
which a young gentleman gave to King James, 
when he asked bim what kin he was to sue~ a 
Lord of his name: "Please your majesty," said 
be, "my elder brother is his. eousin german." 

He repines not at the providence of God in 
ordering his birth. Heirs are made, even where 
matches are, botb in heaven. Even in twins, God 
will have one next the door to eome first into the 
world. 
, He labors.by his endeavors to date himself-an 
elder brother. Nature makes but one, industry 
doth make all the sons of the same man heirs. 
The fourth brother gives a martilet for the differ­
ence of his arms, a bird observed to build either. 
in castles, steeples, or ships; showing that the 
bearer hereof, being debarred from all hopes of his 
father's inheritanee, must seek by war, learning, 
or merchandize to advance his estate. 

In war he cuts out his fortunes with bis own 
sword. William the Conqueror, when he first 
landed bis forees in England, burnt all his ships; 
that despair to re~urn might make his mcn the 
more valiant. Younger brothers, being cut oft' 
at home from all hopes, are more zealous to pur­
chase an honorable support abroad. Their small 

• 
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arteries with great spirits havewr,ought mirael., 
and their, resolution hath driven success bemre 
it. Maay of them have adventured to chea,pen 
dear e8terprizes, and were only able to pay the 
earnest; yet fortune hath accepted them for chap-­
meD, and haoth freely forgiven them the rest of 
the payment for their boldness. 

Nor are they less happy if applying themselves 
to their book; nature generally giving them. 
good wits, whiC!h, because they want room to b\lr. 
nish .. may the better aft"ord to soar high. 

But he· gaiueth more wealth if betaking' him· 
!lelf to merchandize; whence often he riseth to 
the greatest annual honor in tbe kingdom. Many 
families in England though not first raised from 
the city, yet thence have- been so restOred and 
enriched that it may seem to amount to an origi­
nal raising. N.either doth an appren1iceship 
extinguish native, nor disenable to acquisitive 
gentry'; and they are much mistaken who. hold 
it to be in the nlture of bondage. For first, his 
indenture is a civil contract, whereof a bondman 
is ,uncapable: secondly, no work can be base 
prescribljd in reference to a Doble end, as theirs 
is that learn an honest mystery to enable them 
. for the ,service of God and the country: thirdly, 
they give round sums of money to be bound. 
Now ifapprenticeship be a servitude, it is either 
a ple2.8ing bondage, 01: strlUlgemadn~8 to pur· 
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chase it at 80 dear a rate. Gentry, therefore, may 
be suspended, perchance,'and asleep during the 
appreDticeship, but it awakens afterwards. 

Sometimes he lighteth on a wealthy match to 
advance him~ if meetillg with one that is pilot 
of her' own affections, to steer them without guid­
ance of her frieads, and such as disdaineth. her 
marriage should be contracted in an' exchange, 
where jointure must weigh every grain even to 
the portion. Rather she counts it an act both of 
love and charity to affect one rich in deserts, 
who commonly hath the advantage of birth, as 
she hath of means; and 80 it is made level 
betwixt. them. And thus many a young gentle­
man hath gotten' honorable maintenance by an 
heiress. 

His means the more hardly gotten are the more 
carefully kept. Heat gotten by degrees, with 
motion and exercise, is more natural and st/l.ys 
longer by one, than what is gotten all at once by 
(lOming to the fire. Goods aC?quired by industry 
prove commonly more lasting than lands by de­
scent. 

He ever owneth his elder brother with dutiful 
respect; yea, though God should 80 b~ess his en­
deavors as to go beyond him in wealth and hOD­
or. The pride of the Jesuits is generally taxed, 
who, being the youngest of all other orders, and 
therefore by canon to go last, will never go in 

B2 
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proeesaiea with other owiera," lM!cnae they will 
DOt come behind them. 

Sometimes the pa&emal inheritanee &lis' to 
them who never hoped to rise to it. Tlms John, 
ltU'DamedS8JlMerre, or Without-land, having .. 
elder brcM.hers, eame to the kingdom of England, 
death levelling those which stood betwixt him ami 
the crown. It is observed of the CoringtoBs, aD 

ancient family in· Cornwall, that, mr eight lineal 
descents, never any ODe that was born laeir .. 
the land, but it ever fell to younger brothers. 

To conclude, there is. a hiD in Voitland, (a 
Imall OO1Intry in Germany,) called Feitehtelberg, 
oat of which arise bIr rivera runDing four lev­
eral ways, viz. 1. Eger, ea.t, 2. Menns, west, 3. 
Sala, north, and 4. Nabus, south: so that he 
that sees their fOuntains so near together would 
admire at their falls 80 far a.lnder. Thus the 
younger 80IlS of the same mother and father, em­
bracing diffe!ent courses to try their furtuRn 
abroad in the world, chaDce often to die far oiF, 
at great distanee, which were all born in the same 
place. 
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THE GOOD ADVOCATE. 

JIB is one that will DOt plead that eause,.where­
m bia tougue muat " confuted by hie conacienee. 
It ia the praise of the Spanish soldier, that, 
whilst all other nations are mercenary, and tOr 
~ey will serve OIl any side, he will never fight 
..,mat his own king: nor will our advocate 
.... nst the sovereign truth, plainly appearing to 
his conscieQoe. 

He not only hears but eummes his client, and 
piaoheth the cause, where he feare it is fOllDdered. 
For muy clients, in teUing their case, rather 
plead tllan relate it, so that the advocate hear. 
not the true state of it, till opened by the adverse 
pa.i1y. Surely the lawyer that fills himself with 
instruotions will.travellongeat in the oause witfl.. 

. , out tiring. Others that are 80 quick in search­
i"l, seldom search to the quick j . and those 
miraculous apprehensiODs who understand more 
than all, befOre the client hath told half, run 
without their errand, and will retum without 
their answer. 

If tbe matter be doubtful, he will only war­
rant his own diligence. Yet some keep an 
assurance-office in their chamber. and will war­
rant any cause brought unto them, as knowing 

B3 
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that, if they fail, they lose nothing but \that long 
since was lost, their credit. 

He makes ,not a Trojan siege of a suit, but 
seeks to bring it to a set battle in a speedy trial. 
Yet 8Ol'Il6times suite are continued, by their dif. 
flculty, the potency arid stomach of the parties, 
without any default in the lawyer. 
, He is faithful to the side that first retains him. 

Not like, Demosthenes, who secretly Wrote one 
oration for Phormio, and another in the same 
matter for Apollodorus, his adversary. 
, In pleading, he shoots faiflyat the bead of the 

cause, and having fastened, no frowns Dor favors 
sball make him let go his hold. Not snatching 
aside here and there, to no purpose, speaking' 
little in much, as it was said of Anaximenes, 
" thai l}e had a flood of words, and a drop of 
reason." His boldness riseth or falleth, as he ap­
prebends the goodness or bad,ness of his cause. 

He joys not to be retained in such a suit, 
where all the right in question is but a drop 
blown up with malice to be a bubble. Where­
fore, in such trivial 'matters, he persuades his 
client to sound a retreat, and make a composition. 

When his name is up, his industry is not down, 
thinking to plead not by his study, but his credit. 
Commonly, physicians, like beet, are best when 
they areold ; and lawyers, like bread, when they 
are young and new. B~t our advocate gro'Yi 
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not lazy; and if a leading case be out of the 
road of his practice, he will take pains to trace 
it through his ~ks, and prick the footsteps 
thereof wheresoever he finds it. 

He is more careful to deserve, than greedy to 
take fees. He accounts the very pleading of a 
poot widow's honest cause sufficient fees, as con­
ceiving himself then the King of Heaven's ad­
vocate, bound" ex officio" to prosecute it. And 
although,some may say that such a lawyer may 
even go live in Cornwall; where it is observed 
that few of that profession hitherto. have grown 
to any grellt livelihood, yet shall he, besides those 

· two felicities of common lawyers, that theysel- _. 
· domdie either without heirs or making a will, 
find God's blessing on. hill provisions and po&-

· te~ity. 

THE GOOD JUDGE. 

THE good ad.voeate, whom we formerly de-
scribed, is since, by his Prince's favor and OWIl 

· deserts, advanced to be a Judge: which his 
place he freely.obtained, with Sir Augustine 

· Nicolls~ w.hom King Jamee used to call .. the judge 
that would give DalDOney." Otherwise,. tJuly that 
buy justice by wholesale, to make themselves 
savers, must sell it by retail. 



/ 
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He is patient· and. att8ntive in· hearing the 
pleedings . on both, sides;. aatI· helu'kens to the ' 
witnesses, though tedious. He. may give a wak­
ing t8lltimony who hath but a dreaming utter­
ance; and many COUDtry·people 'mast be irnper­
tinent, before they 01111 oo'pertineDt, aDd cannot 
gtye evidence abont .·hea, bot first they JDUft· 
begin witli it in the egg: A.ll which our judge 
is 'contented to heaken to. 

He meets not a tuti~ODy halfwa:y, but staYII 

. till.it nome at him. He that proceeds on half.. 
evidence, will not do quarter-justice. Our judge 
will D04i go till he is led. If any shall brow­
beat a pregnant witness! on purpose to make his 
proof misearry, 'he checketh them, and helps tbe 
wi~e88thatlabors in his·delivery. On the other 
side, he nips those lawyers, who, nnder a pre­
tence of kindness to lend a witness some words, 
give him new matter, yea, clean contrary to what 
he intended. 

Having heard with patience, he gives sentence 
with upright~ess. For when he-put on his robes, 
"be put off·his relatioht! to any; and like Melchis­
edech becomes' withOut pedigree. His private 
affections are swallowed up in the common cause, 
as rivers lose their names in the ocean. He 
therefore allows no noted fav(jrites, which can­
oM but cause multiplication of fees, and suspi-
cion of by-ways. -



He ,silenoos that lawyer wBo, seeks Ito 'set the 
neck of a.bad eause, nee ltroken·wi1lb a defini­
tive sentenee ;' and e&Uleth ·that contentious, .w 
be spewed out, as' the ... rfeits of conrts. 

He 80 hates iltribes, ·that. he is jealous to rec.ive 
ally : kmdoess above the ordinary propor1lion of 
fiieadsbip ; .lest, . like the sermons of wandering 
preachells, they should end. in beggmg. ADd 
surely integrity is the proper portion of a judge. 
Man' have a touchstone whereby to try gold; ,but 
gold is the touchltone . whereby to try men. . It 
was a shrewd gird whieh Catuhis gave the Roman 
judge fOr acquitting Clodius, ,a great malefactor, 
when he met thein going . hOJlte well attended 

. with officers; "·you do well" quoth he, "to be well 
guarded for your safety, lest tbe money be taken 
away from you, you took for bribes." Our judge 
also detesteth tile trick of mendicant friars, who 
wiU touch no· money the~selves, but have a boy 
with a bag to reeeive it fOr them. 

'When he sits upon life, in judgment he re­
membereth mercy. Then (they say) a butcher 
may not be of the jury, much less let him be 
the judge. Oh let him take heed bow he strikes, 
that hath a dead haad. It was the charge 
Queen Mary gave to Judge Morgan,. chief jus­
tiee of the common pleas, that notwithstaading 
the old error amongst judges did not admit any' 
wjtn~s to lJl8ak, 0; .... y .r matte, to be beard . , 
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in Cavor or the adversary, her majesty being par­
ty ; . yet her highness' pleasure was, that what­
soever could be brought in the favor or the Sllh-

ject should be admitted and heard. . 
If the cause be difficult, his diligence· is the 

greater to lIift it out. For though there be men­
tion, Psal. xxxvii. 6, ()C" righteousness as clear as 
the noon-day," yet God forbid that that innocency 
which is no clearer than tw;ilight should be con­
demned. And seeing one's oath commands ano­
ther'slife, he searcheth whether malice did not 
command that oath: yet when all is done, the 
judge may be deceived by false evidence. But 
blame not the hand of the dial, iC it points at a 
false hour, when the fault is in the wheels of the 
clock which direct it, and are out of frame. 

The sentence of condemnation he pronounceth 
with aU gravity. It is best when steeped in the 
judge'S tears. He avoideth aU jesting on men 
in misery: easily may be put them out of coun­
tenance, whom he hath power to put out of liCe. 

Such as are unworthy to Jive, and yet unfitted 
to die, he provides shall be instructed. By God's 
mercy, and good teaching, the reprieve of their 
bodies may get the pardon of their souls', and one 
day's longer liCe Cor them here may procure a 
blessed eternity for them hereafter, as mayap­
pear by this memorable example. It happened 
about the year ODe thousand five hundred and , 
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fifty-six, in the town of Weissenstein, in Germany, 
that a Jew, for theft Be had. committed, was in 
this cruel manner to be executed; he was hanged 
by the feet with his head downwards betwixt two 
,dogs, which constantly snatched and bit at him. 
The strangeness of the, torment moved J aoobu-s 
Andreas" a grave, moderate, and learned divine 
.. ~y in that age, to go to behold it. Coming' 
thither, he found the poor wretch, as he hung, 
repeating verses out of the Hebrew Psalms, 
wb~rein he cried out to God for mercy. Andreas 
llereupoQ took occasion to counsel him to trust in 
Jesus Christ the true ~aviour of mankind. 'fhe 
Jew embracing the christian faith, requested but 
this one thing, that he might be taken down and 
be baptized, though presently after he were hang­
ed again, (but bi the neC?k, as christian malefac­
tors suffered) which was accordingly granted 
him. 

He is exact to do justice in civil suits betwixt 
lIOYereign and subject. This will most ingra­
tiate him with his Prince at last. Kings neither 
are, can, nor should be lawyers themselves, by 
reason of higher sta~ employments; but herein 
they see with the eye8 of their judges, and at 

. Itat will break those false spectacles which, in 
point of law, shall be found to have deceived 
them. 



,. 

Be counts the rules of state and the laws-or 
the realm mutuaRy support ea.oh other. TboI!Ie 
who made the laws to be not only disparate. but 
even opposite terms to maxims of government, 
were true friends neither to laws nor govem­
ment. Indeed," salus reipublicm" is .. charta 
maxima:" extremity makes the next the best 
remedy. Yet though hot waters be good tG be 
given to one in a swoon, they will bum his heart 
out who drinks them constantly, when in healtb. 
Extraordinary courses are not ordinarily to be 
used, when not enfurced by absolute necessity. 

And thus we leave our good judge, to receive 
a just reward of bis integrity from the Judge of 
judges, at the great assize of the world. 

THE GOOD PHYSICIAN. 

CoMlNa to his patient, he persuades him to put 
his trust in God, the fountain of health. The 
Degleet hereof hath caused the bad success of 
the best physicians; for God will manifest that 
tlaoagJa skill come mediately from him, to be 
gotten by man's pUBS, success comes from biaa 
immediately, to be disposed at his pleasure. 

Be hansels not his new experiments on the 
bodies of his patients; letting loose mad receipts 

, 
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ildottbe8icklman- bMy, te try how welln.t1M 
.-him win· fight against them; whilet himself 
__ s by: ana" see •• the battle I_ euepHt be- ill 
_pera~ OllIe$,· when death must be expelled -by 
_th., ' 

-To poer"people' he preecribee eheap bllt wbOl~ 
tMIme metlieiDeIll; DOt remori.~ the oonsumptWft 
ou,,~ thea'bodies into their purses; nor seadiDg 
diem 10. the East Indies for dtggs, when tlley can 
reach better oat of their' gardens, 

·Leat his· apothecary should oyersee, he over-­
..,s.m. apetltecary. F()l! though many of that 
profession !;Ie both able and honest; yet seme, out 
oi;igaoranee or-"te, may mistake: witness one 
oflBloi8i who, bejag to sen-e a doctor's bill, in­
l!Iteall~ " optimi ,. (short written} read cc cipii," and 
had sent the patieRt asleep to his grave, if the 
doctor's watchfulness had not pr&Venttm him. 
Worse are those who make" wilful er~s, gmDg 
OM thing fM aBOther. A prodigal, who had 
~t his eetat8', was· pleased to jeer himself, 
11&asting that he, had' cozened t1wse who had 
bonght· his-means. .. 'l':beygaveme," said he, 
" good' new' 1DOIl'ef,' and I " sold <them my great­
gteat.grandlWrer's·oId land." Bot this 007l8n. 
ja too·true in many apetheearies, selliag to sick 
1i&lk- for DeW'money antiquated drngs, and- mak· 
ing-dying men's.pllysic of dead-ingredients. 

Be brings not-DeWs, with a·falee spy, that· the 
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coast is clear, till death surprises the· sick maD. 
I kDow physicians love to make the best of their 
patient's estate. First, it is improper that" adja­
tores vitm" should be "nuncii mortis." Se­
condly, none, with their good will, will tell bad 
news. Thirdly, their fee may be the worse for it. 
Fourthly, 'tis a confessing that their art is eon- . 
quered. Fifthly, it will poison their patient'. 
heart with grief, and make it break before the 
time. However, they may so order it, that the 
party may be informed of his dangerous condi­
tion, that he be not outed of this world before he 
be provided for another. 

When he can keep life no longer in, 'he makes 
a fair and easy passage for it to go out. He 
giveth his attendance for the facilitating &ad as­
suaging of the pains and agowes of death. Yet 
generally 't is dea.th to a physici.an to be with a 
dying man. 

Unworthy pretenders to physic are rather fuiIa 
than stains to the profession. Such a one was 
tbat cou.nterfeit, who called himself the Baron of 
Blackamore, and feigned he was sent from the 
Emperor to our young King Henry the Sixth, to be 
his principal physician; but his forgery being dis­
covered, he was apprehended, and executed in 
the Tower of London, anno 1426: and such t)ae 

world. daily swarms with. Well did the poets 
fe~ .£scUlapius ud Circe, brother and sister, 
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and both children of tbe Sun; for in all times, ill 
the opinioD of the multitude, witches, old women, 
aod impostors have had a competition with 
physioiaos. And commonly the most ignorant 
are the most confident in their undertakings, and 
will not stiok to tell you 'what disease the gall-of 
a dove is good to oure. He took himself to be 
~ mean doctor, wh& being guilty of DO Greek, 
aDd being demanded why. it was called an " bee­
tic fever; " "because," saith he, "of an hooking 

. cough, whioh ever attendeth that disease." 

TH:e: FAITHFUL MINISTER. 

WE suppose bim not brought up by hand only 
in his own country studies, but that he hath suok 
of his Mother University, and thoroughly learnt 
the arts: not as St. Rumball, who is said to have 
spoken as BOOB as he was· born, doth- he preaeh 
It! soon as he is matrioulated. Coneeive hipl 
now a graduate in arts, and oalled to a pastoral 
charge, and tben let us see bow well he discharg­
eth his..offioe. 

He endeavors to get the general love and good 
will of his parish. This he doth not SO much to 

. make a benefit of them, as a benefit for them, 
that his ministry may be more e8'ee~ual; other-
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wise he may preach his own heart out, before be 
preaeheth anything into theirs. Tbe good COD­

ceit of the physician is half a cure, and his prac­
tice will scarce be happy where his person is 
hated: yet he humors them ,not in his doctrine 
to get their love; for such a spaniel is worse thau 
a dumb dog. He shall BOOner get their good wiD 
by walking uprightly, than by crouching and 
creeping. If pious living and painful laboring in 
his calling will not win their affections, he wunts 
it gain to lose them. As for those which e8.use­
]e88ly hate him', he pities and prays for them: 
and such there will be. I should suspect his 
preaching had no salt in it, if no galled horse 
did wince. 

He is strict in ordering his conversati~n. As 
for ,those who cleanse blurs with blotted fingers, 
they make it tbe worse.· It was said of one who 
preacbed very well, and lived very m, that" when 
be was out of tbe pulpit, it was pity he should 
ever go inti> it, and when be was in tbepulpit, 
it was pity he should ever come out of it :" but 
our minister Jives sermoos. And yet I deny 
not but dissolute men, like unskilful horsemen 
which open a gate on the wrong side, may bI 
the virtue of their, office open heaven for ot~rs, 
and sbut themselves out. 

His beba vior towards his people is grave and 
C)Ourteous; not too austere, and retired, whieb 

i 
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is laid to the ohuge of.good Mr. Hooper the 
martyr, that his rigidness frighted people from· 
OODsulting .with him. "Let your light," saith 
Christ, " sbine befOre men;" whereas over-reser­
vedness makes the brightest virtue burn dim. 
Especially be detesteth affected gravity (whioh is 
rather on men than in them) whereby some belie 
their register-book, antedate their age to seem 
tar older than they are, and plait ·and set their 
brows in an affected sadness. Whereas St.'An­
thony the monk, might have been known among 
hundreds of his order by his cheerful f&ee, he 
having ever, though a most mortified man, a 
merry countenance. 

He ,doth not olash God'il ordinances together 
about precedenoy; not making odious com:­
parisons betwixt prayer and preaching, preaching 
and catheohising, ,public prayer and private, p~ 
meditate prayer and extempore. When, at the 
taking of New Carthage in Spain, two soldiers 
contended about the mural crown, due to him 
who first climbed the walls, so ·that the whole 
army was thereupon in danger of division; Sci­
pio the General said, "he knew that they both 
got up the wall together," and so gave the sealing 
crown to tbem both. Thus our minister eoar 
pounds all oo!ltroversies betwixt God's ordinan­
. cu, by praising them all, pr~tieing tMm. aU, and 
tha.aking ~. for. them all. 
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He carefully cateehiseth his people in the ele. 
,ments ofreligion: except he hath (a rare thing) 
a fIoek without lambs, all of old sheep; and yet 
even Luther did not scorn to ptofess himself" dis­
cipulum catechismi," a scholar of the catechism. 
By this catechising tbe Gospel first got ground 
of Popery : and let not our religion, now grown 
rich, be ashamed oftbat which first gave it credit 
and set it up, lest the Jesuits beat us at our own 
weapon. Tbrougb tbe wantoftbis catechising, 
many wbicb are well skilled in some dark out­
corners of divinity, have lost tbemselves in the 
beaten road tbereof. 

He will not offer to God of tbat which costs 
him notbing; but takes pains aforeband for bis 
sermons. Demosthenes never made any oration 
on the sudden; yea, being called upon, he never 
rose up to speak, except he bad well studied tbe 
matter; and he was wont to say, that be showed 
bow he honored and reverenced tbe people of 
Athens, because he was careful what be spake 
onto tbem. Indeed if our minister be surprised 
with a sudden occasion, he counts bimselfrather 
to be excused tban commended, if, premeditating 
only the bones of bis sermon, be clotbes it with 
flesb extempore. As for tbose, whose long cus­
tom batb made preacbing their nature, that tbey 
can discourse 'sermons witbout study, be accounts 
their examples ratber to be admired than imitated. 
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Having brought his sermon into bis bead, he 
labors to bring it into bis beart, before he preach-
es it to his people. Surely that preaching which \ 
comes from the soul most works on the soul. 
Some have questioned ventriloquy, wben men 
strangely speak out of tbeir bellies, whether it 
can be done lawfully or no: might I coin the 
word cordiloquy, when men draw the doctrines 

- out of tbeir hearts, sure all would count this law­
. ful and commendable. 

',He chietly reproves the reigning sins of the 
'time and place he Jives in. We may observe 
tbatour Saviour never inveigbed against idolatry, 
usury, sabbatb-breaking amongst tbe Jews; not 
that these were not sins; but they were not prac­
tised so mucb in that age, wherein wickedneu 
was spun with a finer tbread: and therefore 
Cbrist principally bent tbe drift of bis preacbing 
against spiritual pride, bypocrisy, and traditions 
then predominant amongst tbe people. Also our 
minister confutetb no old heresies whicb time 
bath confuted; nor troubles bis auditory with 
sucR strange, bideous cases of conscience, that it 
is more hard to find tbe' case than tbe resolution. 
In pubJic reproving of sin, he ever whips the vice 

, and spares tbe person. 
He doth not only move the bread of life, and 

toilS it up and down in generalities, but alao 
breaks it into particular directions, drawing' it 
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down to cues of OOIltIfrienee, that-a'. man ....,. be 
warraated in his particular antioa8 .. ~etber tIIef 
be lawful or DOt. ADd he- teaohKh people tlleir 
lawful liberty as W4!1I 88 tlteir restraints and p,o.. 
hibitions; for amoaglt men iHs as· ill taken. to 
turn back favors, as to disobey COlDDllinM. 

The places of '8cripture he quotes are· pregnllllt 
and pertinent: As for heapigg up of many qu0-

tations, it smacks of a vain ostentation of me..,.. 
ry. Besides, it is' as impossible that the hearer 
should profitably retaia them all, as that· the 
preacher hath seriously ~rused them all j yea, 
whilst the auditors stop their aUentioo, and stoop 
down to gather aD impertinent quotation, the.­
sermon runs on, aad they lose more substantial 
matter. 

His similes and illutltratiol18 are always familiar, 
pever OODtemptible. Indeed, reasons'are the pil­
lars of the fabric of a sermOlli, but similitudes are 
tM windows which give the beat lights. He 
avoids such stories whose mention may suggest 
balil thoughts to the auditors, and will not use a 
light comparison to make thereof a grave appli­
cation, for fear lest his poisoo go farther than his 
antidote . 

. He provideth not only whole!!lOOle but plentiial 
food for his people. Almost incredible was the 
painfulneu of Banmius, the compiler of the .vom. 
miQo~ UtWs of' the cllmoh, who, for thirty 
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years together, preached three or bar times a 
week to the people. As for our minister; he 
preferreth rather to entertain his people with 
wholesome cold meat which was OIL the table be­
fore, than with tbat which is hot from the spit, 
raw and half roasted.. Yet, in repetition. of tile 
same sermon, e~ery edition hath a new addition, 
if not· of new matter, of new atreetions. "Of 
whom," BlPth St. Paul, " we have told you otam, 
and now we tell you weeping." 

He makes not that wearisome, which shGald 
ever be welcome. Wherefore his sermons are _ 
of an ordinary length, except on an extraordinary 
oeeasion. What a gift had John Halsebach, 
Professor at Vienna, in tediousness? wbo, being 
to expound the Prophet Esay to,his auditors, read 
twenty-one years on the first chapter, and yet 
finished it not. 

He counts the success of his miDistry t1ae 
greatest preferment. Yet herein God hath hum­
bled many painful pastors, in making them to be 
clouds to raiJJ, not oyer Arabia the Happy, bot 
over tbe Stony or Desert.: 80 tbat they may OODII­

plain with the herdsman in the poet, 

« Heu mihi, quam pingui macer est mihi taurus in anD !," 

My staneliog bull, 
Ahwo isme, 
In paature full, 
How lean is lie ! 
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Yet such pastbrs may Comfort thelll8elvee that 
great is their reward with God in heaven, who 
measures it not by their . suooe88 but endeavors. 
Besides, though tbey see not, their people may 
feel benefit by their ministry. Yea, the preach­
ing of the word in some places is like the plant­
ipg of woods, wbere though no profit is reeeived 
for twenty years together, it oomes afterwards. 
And grant, that God honors thee not to 'build his 
temple in tby parish, yet thou mayest witb David 
provide metal and materials for Solomon thy sue­
eeB90r to build it with. 

To sick folks he oomes sometimes before he is 
sent for, as oounting his voeation a sufficient 
calling. None of his flock shall 'want the ex­
treme unction of prayer and counsel. Against 
the communion especially he endeavors that Ja­
nus's temple be shut in the wbole parish, and 
that all be made friends. 

He is never plaintitrin any suit but to be right's 
defendant. If his dues be detained from him, 
he grieves more for his parishioners' bad oon­
seienees than his own damage. He had rather suf,. 
fer ten times in his profit, than once in his title, 
where not only his person, but posterity is. 
wronged: and then he proceeds fairly and 
speedily to a trial, that he may not vex and weary 
others, but right himself. During his suit, be 
neitber breaks oft' nor slacks offiees of oourtesy 
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to his adversary ; yea, though he loseth his suit, 
he will not also lose his charity. 

He is moderate in his tenets and oplDlons. 
Not that he gilds over lukewarmness in matters 
of moment with the title of discretion, but with­
al he is careful not to entitle violence in indif­
ferent and inconcerning matters to be zeal. In­

,deed, men of extraordinary tallness, (though 
otherwise little deserving) are made porters to 
lords; and those of unusual littleness . are made 
ladies' dwarfs, whilst men of moderate stature 
may want masters. Thus, many notorious for 
extremities may find favorers to ·prefer them, 
whilst moderate men in the middle truth may 
want any to advance thein. But what saith the 
Apostle 1 "If in this life only we had hope, we are 
of all men the most miserable." 

He is sociable and willing io do any courtesy 
for his neighbor ministers. He willingly com­
municates his knowledge unto them. Surely 
the gifts and graces of Christians lay in cpmmon, 
tiD base envy made the first enclosure. He nei­
ther slighteth his inferiors,. nor repineth at those 
who in 'parts and credit are above him. He 
loveth the company of bis neighbor ministers. 
Sure as ambergris is nothing so sweet in itself, 
as when it is compounded with other things; so 
both godly and learned men are gainers by com­
municating themselves to their neighbors. 

He is careful in the discreet ordering of his 
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own family. A ,0Od minister and 'a good father 
may well agree together. When a certain French.;. 
man came to visit Melanctbon, he found him in 
his stove, with one hand dandling his child, and 
in the other hand holding a book and reading it. 
Our minister . also is as hospitable as his estate 
will permit, and makes every alms two by his 
oh~erful giving it. He loveth aI~ to Iiv.e in a 
well-repaired' house, that he may serve God 
therein more cheerfully. A clergyman who 
built bis hou'se from the ground wrote in it this 
counsel to his successor, 

.. If thou doat fiud an house built to thy mincl 
Without thy cost, 

Serve thou the more God BDd the poor ; 
My labor i8 Dot lost.» 

Lying on his deathbed, he bequeaths to each of 
his parishionerS his precepts and example for a 
legacy; and they in requital erect everyone a 
monument for him in their hearts. He is so far 
&om that base jealousy that his memory should 
be outshined by a brighter successor, and from 
that wicked desire that his people may find his 
worth by the worthlessness of him that succeeds, 
that he doth heartily pray to God to provide 
them a better pastor after his decease. As for 
outward estate, he commonly lives in too bare 
pasLure to die fat: it is well if he hath gathered 
my 8esh, beillg more in blelllling thn bulk. 

1 
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THE CONTROVERSIAL DIVINE. 

. HE istruth'schampion, todeiend her against all 
adversaries, atheists, heretics, schismatics, and 
lflrroneous persons His sufficiency 
lflppears in opposilflg, moderating, and 
writing. 

He engageth and affections 
in opposing of [~ot like country 
fencers, who ,play only to make sport, but like 
duellers· indeed, as if for life and limb; ehiedy 
if the question be of large prospect and great 
concernings, he is zealous in the quarrel. Yet 
some, though their judgment weigh down on one 
side, the beam of stands so even, 
they care not whi,..,f 

In opposing a 
goe, to be her Wherefore he 
counts himself "onqueror when 
truth hath taken him captive. Wi* . Joseph, 
having sufficiently sifted the matter in a disguise,_ 
he discovereth himself," I am Joseph your bro- . 
ther," and then throws away his vizard. Die­
honest they, who, though the debt be satisfied, 
will never give up the bond, but continue wrang-
ling when the 'Hls'P17ered. 

He abstains fhslz£ railing language. 
What 1 make th17, the graces scolds 
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Such purulent spittle argues exulcerated lungs. 
Why should tbere be so much railing about tbe 
body' of Christ, when there was none about the 
body of Moses in the act kept betwixt tbe devil 
and Michael the archangel! 

He tyrannizeth not over a weak aDd under­
matched adversary; but seeks rather to cover 
his weakness, if he be a modest man. WheR a 
Professor pressed an answerer (a better Chris­
tian than a clerk) with a hard argument, "Re­
verende Professor," said he, .. ingenue confiteor 
Die non posse respondere buic argumento." To 
whom the Protessor, "Reete respoades." 

In answering, be states the question, aDd ex­
poundeth the terms thereof. Otherwise the dis­
putanta shall end, where they ought to have be­
gun, in dift"erenees about words, and be barbari­
ans eaeb to other, speaking in a language nei­
ther understands. If the question also be of 
historical cognizance, he shows the pedigree 
thereof, who first brewed it, who first broached it, 
ud _cia the wandering error with a passport 
home to the place of ita birth. 

In taking away an objection, he not enly pots 
by the thrust, but breaks tbe weapon. Some 
rather escape than defeat an argument; and 
though by such an evasioll they may shut the 
mouth of the opponent, yet may they open the 
ditlieulty wider in the hearts of the hearers. 
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But our answerer either fairly resolves the 
doubt; or else shows the falseness of the argu­
men~ by beggaring tbe opponent to maintain 
such a fruitful generation of absurdities as' bis 
argument hath begotten; or, lastly, returns and 
,reoorts it back upon bim again. The first way 
.unties the knot; tbe second cuts it asunder; 
the third whips the opponent with the knot, him­
self tied. Sure 't is more· honor to be a clear 
answerer, than a cunning opposer, because the 
latter takes advantage of man's ignorance, which 

, is ten times more tban his knowledge. 
What his answers want in suddenness, they 

have in solidity. IQdeed, the speedy answer 
adds lustre to the disputation, and honor to the 
disputant j yet he makes good payment, who, 
though he cannot presently throw the money out 

" of his pocket, yet will pay it, if but going bome 
to unlock his chest. Some that are not for 
speedy may be for sounder performance. When 
Melancthon, at'the disputation of Ratisbon, was 
pressed with a shrewd argument by Eckius, " I 
wiD answer thee," said he," tomorrow." "Nay," 
said Eckius, "do it now or it is notbing worth." 
"Yea," said Melancthon, "I seek the truth, and 
not mine own credit, and therefore it will be as 
good if·l answer tbee- tomorrow by God's as-
sistance ." . 

In moderating, he sides with the answerer, if 
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the answerer sides with the truth. Dut,if he be 
ooaceited, and opinioned of his own sufficiency, 
he lets him swoon befure he giYes him any bot 
water. If a paradox-monger, loving to hold 
strange, yea, dangerous opinions, he_ counts it 
charity to suffer such a one to be beaten without 
mercy, that he may be weaned from his wilfulness. 
For th~ main, he is 80 a staff to the answerer, 
that he makes him stand on his own legs. 

In writing, his Latin is pure, 80 far as the IIU. 
ject will allow; for those who are to climb the 
Alps are not to expect a smooth and even way. 
True it is, that sehoolmeD, perceiving that fallacy 
had too much covert UDder the nap of flourishing 
language, used threadbare Latin on purpose, 
aDd cared not to trespass on grammar, and tread 
down the fences thereof to avoid the circuit or 
words, and to go the nearest way to express their 
conceits. But our· divine, though he useth bar­
barous school-terms, which, like standers, are fixed 
to the controversy, yet, in his moveable Latin, 
passages, and digressions, his style is pure and 
elegant. 

He aft'eets clearness and plainness in all hill 
writings. Some men's heads are like the worId 
before God said unto it, "Fiat lULU These 
dark lanterns may shiDe to -themselves, and un­
derstand their own conceits, but nobody else Can 

have ligb1 &om them. Thus Matthias Farina-
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tor,' Professor at V.teDBa,- usistedwith some-other 
learned men, as the. times titen, went, WIlS' thirty 
years making a book of, applying PlatO's, Aris­
totle's, and Galen's rules ill philosophy, to Chrilt 
and his Pl'ophets, and 'tis called U lumenanimm; 
quo tamen nihil est ealigioosius, labore magno, 
sed ridiculo et inani." But this obscurity is 
worst' when affected, wben they. do as: Persias,.f 
whom one saitb, "Legi voJuit qme scripsit, iDteI­
ligi noluit qUill legerentur." Some affect this 
darkness, that they may be aeeounted profound, 
whereas one is not bound to believe that all. the 
water is deep that is muddy. 

He is pot curious in searching matters of no 
lOOJDent. Captain Martin Frobisher fetched 
from the farthest northern Countries a ship's la­
ding of mineral stones, M-'he thought, which aj:. 
terwards were cast out to mend the highways. 
Thus are they served, and miss their hopes, who 
long seeking t9 extract hidden mysteries out .,t 
nice questions, leave them off as useless at last. 
Antoninus Pius, for his desire to search to the 
least di&renpes, was called" cumini sector," the 
carver of eumin . seed. One need not be so ae­
mlrate; for as soon shall one seour the spots out 
ofthe moon, as all ignorance out ot man. When 
Eunomius the heretic vaunted that he knew God 
and his divinity, St. Basil gravels him intw enty~ 
one questions about the body of an 'ant or pismire j 
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80 dark is man's nnderstanding. I wonder 
therefore at the boldness of some, who, as ifthey 
were Lord Marshals of the angels, place them 
in ranks and files. Let us not believe them here, . 
but rather go to heaven to confute them. 

He neither multiplies needless,. nor compounds 
necessary controversies. Sure they light on a 
labor in vain, who seek to make a bridge of re-

I conciliation over the ,..JOY" ". betwixt Papists 
and Protestants; for though we go ninety-nine 
steps, they (I mean their Church) will not come 
one, to give us a meeting. And as for the offers 
of Clara's and private men, (besides that they 
seem to be more of the nature of baits than gifts) 
they may make large proffers, witbout any com­
mission to treat, and so the Romish Church not 
bound to .pay their promiseS. In Merionethshire, 
in Wales, ther(l are high mountains, whose hang­
ing tops come so close together that shepherds 
on the tops of several hills may audibly talk 10-

gether, yet will it be a day'~ journey for their 
bodies to meet, 80 vast is the hollowness of the 
vallies betwixt them. Thus, upon sound search 
shall we find a grand distance and remoteness 
betwixt Popish and Protestant tenets to recon­
eile them, which at tbe first view may seem near, 
and tending to an accommodation. 

He is resolute and stable in fundamental points 
of religion. These are his fixed poles and axl8" 

j 
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tree, .bout, which he moves, whilst they stand 
UDDlOveable. Some sail 80 long on the sea of 
controversies, tossed up and down, to and' fio, 
pro and con, that- the very ground to them seems 
to move, and their judgments grow skeptical 
and unstable in the most settled point~ of divin­
ity. When he cometh to preach, especially if 
to a plain auditory, with the Paracelsians he 
extracts an oil out of the driest and hardest 
bodies; and knowing that knotty timber is unfit 
to build with, he edifies people with easy and 
profitable matter. 

THE TRUE CHURCH ANTIQUARY. 

HE is a traveller into former times, whence he 
hath learnt their language and fashions. If he 
meets with an old manuscript, which hath the 
mark WOln out of its mouth, and hath lost the 
Gate, yet he can tell the age thereof, either by the 
phrase or character. 

He baits at middle antiquity, but lodges not 
till he comes at that which is ancient indeed. 
Some scour oft' the rust of old inscriptions into 
their own souls, can.kering themselves with super­
stition, having read so often "'orate pro ~nima," 
that at lut, they fall a praying for the departed; 
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and they more lameDt the ruin of monasteries, 
than-the decay and ruin of monks' live" degen­
erating from their ancient piety and painfuID81i18. 
Indeed, a little skill in antiquity inelin~s a mall 
to Popery; but depth in tbat study brings him­
about again to our religion. A nobleman who 
had heard of the extreme age of one dwelling not 
far off, made a journey to visit him, and finding 
an aged person sitting in the chimney corner, 
addressed himself unto him with admiration of 
his age, till his mistake was reotified: for, "Oh , 
Sir," said the young-old man," I am not he whom 
you seek for, but his SOD; my father is farther off 
in the field." 'rhe sanie error is daily committed 
by the Romish Church, adoring the reverend 
brow and gray hairs of some ancient ceremonies, 
perchance but of some ·seyen or eight hundred 
years' standing in the .church, and mistake these 
for their fathers, of far greater age in the primi. 
tive times. 

HEI desires to imitate t~e ancient Fathers, as 
well in their piety, as in their postures; not 
only conforming his hands and knees, but chiedy 
his heart to their pattern. 0 the holiness of their 
living. and painfulness of their preaching! How 
full were they of mortified thoughts, and heaven. 
Iy meditations I Let us not make the ceremonial 
part of the~r lives only canonical, and the moral 
part thereof altogether apocryp~a, imitatiug their 

- i 
I 
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devotion not in the heReSI of the s~ but only 
ill the fashion of tile making. 

Ile carefully marks the declination of the 
Church worn the primitive purity-; observing 
how .tametimes bumble devotion was contented 
110 lie dOWD, whilst proud superstition got on her 
back. Yea, bot only Frederick the Emperor, but 
lIWly a godly Father some hundreds of years 
bei»re, held the Pope's stirnIp,-and by their we}].. 
meuing simplicity gave occasion to his future 
greatness. He takes notice bow their rhetorical' 
hyperboles were afterwards accounted the just 
measure of dogmatical truths; how plain people 
took them at their word in their funeral iLpostro­
phes to the dead; how praying for tbe departed 
brought the fuel, under which after ages kindled 
the fire of purgatory; how one ceremony begat 
another, there l?eing no bounds in will-worship, 
wherewith one may sooner be wearied than sat­
isfied, the inventors of new ceremonies endeav. 
oriag to supply in number, what their conceits 
waDt in solidity; how men's souls being in the 
full speed' and career of the historical use of pie­
'ures, could not stop short, but. must lash out into 
superstition; bow the Fathers, vailing their bon­
n_ to RoU}8 in civil courtesy, when making 
honorable mention thereof, are interpreted by 
modem Papists to have done it in adoration of 
the idol of the Pope's infallibility. All thelle 

c 
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things he ponders in his heart, observing both the 
times and places, wheD and where they hap-
pened. • 

He is BOt zealoos for the introducing of old 
useless ceremonies. The mischief is, some that 
are most Tiolent to bring such in, are most negJi. 
gent to preach the cautions in using them; and 
simple people, like children in eating offish, swaJ,.. 
low bones aw.d all, to their danger of choking. 
Besides, what is observed of horse-hairs, that 
lying nine days in water they turn to snakes; so 
some ceremonies, though dead at first, in eontin­
once of time quicken, get stings, and may do 
much mischief, especially ifin such an age where­
in the meddling of some have justly awaked the 
jealousy of all. When many P apish tricks are 
abroad in the country, if then men meet witlt a 
ceremony' which is a stranger, especially if it caJlo 
give but a bad aceouRt of itself, no wonder if the 
watch take it up for one on suspicion. / 

He is not peremptory but conjectural in do.bt>­
f'ul matters; not forcing others to his own opin­
ion, but leaving them to their own liberty; not 
filling up all with his own conjectures, to leave no 
room for other men: nor tramples he on their 
credits, if in them he finds slips Q.1ld mistakes. 
For here our souls have but one eye, (the Apostle 
saith, .. we know in part") : be not proud if that 
chance to come athwart thy seeing side, which 
meets with the bJihd side of another. 

1 
I 
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. He thankfully acknowledgetb those by whom 
he hath profited. Base natured they, wh~, when 
they have quenched their own thir-st, stop up, at. 
least muddy, the fountain. But our antiquary, 
if he be not the first founder of a commendable 
conceit, contents himself to be a benefactor to 
it in clearing and adorning it. 

He affects not fanciful singularity in his 
behavior; nor cares to have a proper mark in 
writing of words, ~ disguise some peculiar letter 
from the ordinary character. Others, for fear 
travellers should take no notice that skill in an­
tiquity dwells in such a head, hang out an an­
tique hat for the sign, or use some obsolete garb 
in their garments, gestures, or discourse. 

He doth not so adore the ancients as to des­
pise the moderns. Grant them but dwarfs, yet 
stand they on ·giants' shoulders, and may see the 
further. Sure, as stout champions of truth fol­
low in the rear, as ever marched in the front. 
Besides, as one excellently observes, " antiquitas 
seculi juventus mun~i." '*' These times are the 
ancient times, w hen the world is ancient; and 
not .those which we count ancient" ordine retro­
grado," by a computation ,backwards from our­
selves. 

• Sir FraDCis Bacon,'Advancemelit ofLearniDg. 
c2 
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'TlIE GOOD PARISHIONER. 

WE wiD only describe his ehm:ch-referenefl; 
bis civil put hath and shall be met with under 
othM" heads. Conceive him to live under such a 
faithful minister as hetore was charactered, as, 
either judging charitably that all pastors are such, 
or wishing heartily that they were. 

Though near to tbe eburch, he is Dot far from 
God. Like 1l1Ko Justus, Acts xviii. 8, "one that 
worshipped God, and his bouse joined hard t& 

the synagogue." Otherwise, ifhis distance &om ' 
the church be great, bis diligence is the greater 
to come thither in season. 

He is timely at the beginning of prayer. Yet, 
as Tully charged BOrne tiissolute people for be­
ing sucb sluggards that they never saw the sun 
rising or setting, as being always up after theone, 
and abed before the otber; so some negligent 
people never hear prayers begun, or sermon end­
ed, the confession being past before they come, 
and the blessing not come before tbey are pa88-
ed away. 

In sermon he sets himself to hear God in the 
minister. Therefore divesteth he himself of all. 
prejudice, the jaundice in the eyes of the soul, 
presenting colors false unto it. He hearkens 
very attentively: 't is a shame when the church 

t 
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itself is "ecmneterillm/, wherein the lil'iPg sleep 
above ground as the dead do beneath. 

At every point that concerns himself, he turns 
down a leaf in his heart; and rejoiceth that God'. 
word hath pierced him, as hoping that whilst hi. 
soul smarts, it heals. And as it is no manners 
for him that hath good venillOn before him, ~ 
ask whence it came, but rather fairly to fall to it; 
so hearing an excellent sermon, he never in. 
quires whence the preacher had it, or whether 
it was not befOre_in print, but falls ahQatd to 
practise it. 

He accuseth Dot his minister of spite for par­
ticularizing him. It does not foIiow that the 
areber aimed, because the arrow hit. Rather 
our parishioner reasoneth thus: if my sin be no­
torious, how could the minister miss it 1 if se. 
cret, how could he hit it witbout God's direction 1 
But foolish bearers make evt:n the bells of Aaron's 
garments to clink as they think. And a guilty 
conscience is like a whirlpool, drawiug in all to 

. itSelf which otherwise would pass by. One, 
causelessiydisatfected to his minister, complained 
that he in his last sermon had personally inveigh­
ed against him, and accused him thereof to a grave 
r~ligious ~ntleman in the parish. ".Truly," 

• said the gentleman, " I had thought jn his sermon 
-he llad meant me, for it touched my heart." This 
rebated the edge of the other's anger, 

c3 
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His tithes he pays willingly "with cheerfulness. 
How many part with God's portions grudgingly. 
or else pinch it in the paying. "Deeimum," the 
tenth, amongst the Romans was ever taken for 
what was best ~r biggest. It falls out otherwise 
in paying of tithes, where the least and leanest 
are shifted off to make that number. , 

'" He hides not himself from any parish office 
which seeks for him. If chosen churchwarden, 
he is not busily idle, rather to trouble than re-
1Orm, presenting all things but those which he 
should. If overseer "of the poor, he is careful the 
rates be made indifferen,t (whose inequality often­
times is more burdensome than the sum) and well 
disposed of. He measures not people's wants 
by their clamorous complaining, an~ dispenseth 
more to "tbose that deserve, than to them that only 
need, relief. 

He is bountiful in contributing to the repair of 
God's house. For though he be not of their opin­
ion, who would have the churches under th~ Gos­
pel conformed to the magnificenc of Solomon's 
temple, (whose porch would serve us for a 
church) and adorn them so gaudily, that dev~ 
tion is more distracted than raised, and men's 
souls rather dazzted than lightened; yet he con­
ceives it fitting that such sacred places should be 
handsomely an~ decently maintained: the rather 
because the etimaeterical year of many churches-

- 1 

• 
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from their first foundation, may seem to happen 
in our days j so old, that their ruin is threatened 
if not speedily repaired. 

He is respeetful to his minister's widow and 
posterity, for his sake. When tbe only daughter 
of Peter Martyr was, through the riot and ~ / 
digality of her husband, brought to extreme POF­
erty, the State of Zurich, out of grateful remem­
brance of her father, supported her with bounti­
ful maintenance. My prayers shall be,' that 
ministers' widows and children may never stand 
in need of such relief, and may never want such 
relief when they stand in need. 

THE GOOD SCHOOLMASTER., 

TUBRB is scarce any profession in the COIII­

monwealth more necessary, which is 80 slightly 
performed. The reasons whereof I conceive to 
be these: first, young scholars make this calling 
their refuge, yea, perchance before they have ta­
ken any degree in the, University, commence 
schoolmasters in the country, as if nothing else 
were required to set' up this profession but only 
a rod and a ferula. Secondly, others, who are 
able, use it only as a passage to, better prefer­
ment, to patch the rents. i.n tJ¥,ir present fOrtune~ 



&ill *1 CaD provide a new ne, aad betake them­
Bvea to some more gUaul calling. Thirdly, 
they are disheartened from doiBg tlaeg. best wi&b 
the .u.erable reward whioh in __ placea they 
NCeiv8, being DlB8ters to the. ",hildleR, and slaves 
.. t1Ieir ,.JeIdIJ. Foarthly, beiog ~oWD rich, 
they pw negligent, and 8OOI'n to toac. tbe 
mhool, but' by tbe proxy of an usher. But see 
bow well oor KhoollDlllJter behaves himself. 

ru. geDius inclian him with deiight 'co his pro­
feaeioo. Some men had aa lief be schoolboy. as 
..oooimastera, to be tied to the sehool, as Cooper's 
dictionary and Seapuh.'slexioon are chained tothe 
desk therein; and though great scholars, and skil­
ful in otber arts, are bunglers in tbis: but God of 
his goodness hath fitted several men for several 
callings, that the necessity of church and state 
in all conditions may be -provided for. So that 
be who beholds the fabric tbereof may .ay, .. God 
hewed out this stone, and appoiDted it to lie in 
this yeryplace, for it would fit none other 80 well, 
ani here it doth IDOIIte:r.eellent." And thus God 
mouldeth some mr a sehoolmaster's life, under­
takiDg it with deaif8 ~nd delight, and disc:harg­
jag it with dexterity and happy .uece88. 

He atudietb his aeholus' natures 88 carefully 
as tlaey their books ; and ranks their dispositioDs 
into several forms. A.nd though it may seem 
SC1Ilt £or hi'm ia a great 8Cbool to descead to 

-
O'g;I;,ed by G00gle 
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aM pu-tie1118.rs, ,,.. ex,...ieDced ~~ 
tIlIJ quickly ..ue a grllmDB1' of Wop' aaturea,. 
... z_ee 6em all; .:,iug lOIIle fewemeeptioaa, 
to 'these gen __ s.. 

1. Those (hat UtI illgeniou ad iodastl'iouB.' 
The 'OOOjtmetica of Itwo saoo planet. ia a yoata 
pNII&ge muoh good ..... ltim. To such a lwl a 
hwn may be a whipping, anda whipping a death;: 
yet, where their ID88ter whips them once, ..... 
whips them all tbe 'Week after. Saeh ftUul'eS 

be UMth with all gentleness. 
2. Those dult are i~ious and idle. Tfteae. 

think, with the hare in the fable, that l'uooiog 
with snails (so they count tberestofdleir sc ....... 
ieBoWIB) they lIhall come BOOn eBOUgh to the post; 
though sleeping a good while, beme their start­
ing. Oh,.a good rod would finely take them 
.napping. 

S. Those thu aM dull and diligent. Winest 

tbe stronger they he, the more lee. tiley .... 
when "hey ue new. MaD1 boy. are muddy .. 
headed till they be clarified with., a.nd sacIs 
afterwvds prove the best. Bristol djUDOJlds 
are both bright aad squarad aDd pointed by ~ 
me, and yet are soft and worthlels;' wbereas, 
Orient ones in India are rough and rugged ... 
nIIy. HIUd, rugged and dull ntllres of ytlUth 

.equit thellEelvea .&rwuds the jewels of· the 
(101i1ltry, and __ re their dtdne .. at inn'is to - , 
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be bome with, if they be diligent. That school. 
~aster deserves to be beaten himself, who bea. 
nature in a boy for a fault. And I ~uestion 
whether all the whipping in the world can make 
their parts, which are naturaIly sluggish, rise one 
minute before the hour nature hath appointed. 

4. Those that are invincibly dull and negligent 
alllO. Correction may reform the latter, not 
amend the former. All the whetting in the world 
0'aD never set a razor's edge on that whicb hath 
no steel in it. Such boys he eonsigneth over to 
other professions. Shipwrights and boatmakers 
will choose those crooked pieces of timber, which 
other carpenters refuse. Those may make ex· 
cellent merchants and mechanics which will not 
serve for scholars. 

He is able, diligent, and methodical in his 
teaching,; not le~ding them rather ina_circle 
than forwards. He minces his precepts for chil­

-dren- to swaIlow, hanging clogs on the nimble­
ness of his own lIOuI, that his scholars may go 
along with him. 

He is, and will be known to be an abllOlute 
monarch in his school. If ooekering mothers 
proffer him mon~y to purchase their lIOns an ex­
emption from his rod, (to live as it were in a pe­
culiar, out of their master's jurisdiction) with dis­
dain he refuseth it, and scorns the late cus!Om in 
lOme places of commuting whipping into money, 
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, 
and ransbming bOys from the rod at a set price. 
If he hath Ii stubborn youth, correction-proof, he 
debaseth' Mt his authority by contesting with' 
him, but fairly, if he can, puts him away before his 
obstinacy hath infected others. 

He is moderate in inflicting deserved corree­
tion. Manya schoolmaster better answereth the 
Dlime 'II'",I'O"'~"~ than .. ",1'.""",~, rather tearing 
his scbolars' flesh with whipping, than giving them 
good education. No wonder if his scholars hate 
the muses, being presented unto them in the 
shapes of fiends and furies. Junius !lOmplains 
., de insolenti carnificina" of his schoolmaster, 
by whom" conscindebatur flagris septies aut oe­
ties in dies singuios.'~ Yea, hear the lamentable 
verses of poor Tusser in his own life :-

"From Paw's I went, to Eton sent, 
. To learn Btraightways the Latin phrase, 
Where fifty-three stripetl givefl to me 

At once I bad. 

For fawt but small, or none at all, 
It came to pass tbus beat I was; 
See - Udal, _ the merey of thee 

To me poor lad," 

Such an Orbiliu8 mals more scholars than he 
I • . 

makes: their tyranny hath caused many tongues 

• N ich. Udal, schoolmaster of Eton, in die nip of King 
Henry the Eighth. 
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to stammer, which spake plain by nature, and 
whose stuttering at first wu DOthing else but 
fears quavering on their speech at their master's 
presence; and whose mauling them about their 
heads hath dulled those who in quickness ~ 
ceeded their master. . 

He makes his school free to him, who sues to 
him " iu forma pauperis." And surely learning 
is the greatest alms that Can be given. But he 
is a beast, who. because the poor Icholar cannot 
pay him his wages, pays the scholar in his whip-

. ping. Rather are diligent lada to be encouraged 
with all excitements to learning. This minda 
me of what I have heard concerning Mr. Buat, 
that worthy late schoolmaster of EtoD, who 
would never auffer any wandering begging schol­
ar (such as justly the statute hath ranked in the 
forefront of rogues) to come into his school, but 
would thrust him out with earnestness, (however 
privately charitable unto him) lest his school­
boys should be disheartened from their books, by 
seeing some scholars, after their studying in the 
University, preferred to beggary. 

He spoils Dot a good school to make thereof a 
bad college, therein to teach his scholars logic. 
ror besides that logic may have an action of trea­
pass against grammar fur encroaching on her 1i~ 
erties, syllogisms are solecisms taught in the 
school, and oftentimes they are forced afterwarda 
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in the University to unlearn the fumbling skill 
they had before. 

Out of his school he is no whit pedantical in 
carriage or discourse; CGDten~ himself 110 be 
ma ilL Latin, though he doth DOt jingle with it in 
ftYerJ compay whereia he comes. 

To conclwle, let this amongst other motn. 
..as sehoolma •• eareful ia their plaee, that 
the fJmiDeaeies of their scholars have commended 
the aemories of their sohoolmasters 10 posterity, 
who oth.wise in obscurity bad altogether beea 
blotteD. Who had ever heard of R. Bond, in 
Lancashire, but for the breeding ~f learned A. 
eb.am, his scboIar 1 .. of Hangrave, in Brundly 
IIdIoo4,. in the same conaty, but because he was 
the first dicl teaeh worthy Doctor Whitaker! nOl . 

Go I Jaoaor the memGry of Mulcalter _ anything 
10 lIl_h, as fur his scholar, that gulfofleamiDg, 
Bishop Andrews. Thill made the Athenianl, 
the 0, bei>re the peat hat of Theseus, dleir 
munder, to sauiiee a rlm;tct,the memory of Coni­
dal, biB sehoolmaster that first iutructed him. 
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. THE GENERAL ARTIST. 

I KNOW the general cavil against general learn­
ing is this, that" aliquis in omnibus est nuDus in 
ainguli/;" he that sips of many arts, drinks of 
none. However, we must know, that all learning, 

, which is but one grand science, hath 80 hom~ 

geneaJ a body, that the parts thereof do with 
a mutual Be"ice relate to, and communicate. 
strength and lustre each to other. Our artist, 
knowing language to be the key of learning, thus 
begins. 

His tongue, being but one by nature, he gets 
eloven by art and industry. BefC)re the confusion 
of Babel, all the.world was one continent in lan­
guage; since divided into several tongues, &8 sev­
eral islands. Grammar is the ship, by benefit 
whereof we pa88 from one to another, in the learn­
ed languages generally spoken iB DO country. 
Hia mother tongue was like the dul1 music of a 
monochord, which by study he turns into the 
barmony of several instruments. 

He first gaineth skill in tbe Latin and Greek 
tongues. On the credit of the former alone, be 
may trade in discourse over al1 Christeudom: 
but the Greek, though not 80 generally spoken, 
is known with no less profit, and more pleasure. 
The joints of her compounded words are 80 na-
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turallyoiled, that they run nimbI, OR the tongue; 
which makes them, though long, never tedious, 
because significant. Besides, it is full and stately 
in sound:, only it pities our artist to see the 
·rowels thereinncked in pronouncing them, hang­
-iag oftentimes one way by their native fOrce, and 
haled another by ,their accents which counter­
mand them. 

Hence he proceeds to the Hebrew, the motbel' 
tongue of the world. More pains than quickoeu 
of wit is required to get it, and with daily exer­
~ise he 'co.tiDues it. Apostacy herein is usual 
to fall totally from the language by a little neg­
lect. As for the Arabic, and other Oriental 
languages, he rather makes sallie!! and incu1'Jlions 

-into them than any solemn sitting before them. 
Then he applies his study to logic and 

ethics. The latter makes a man's soul man­
nerly and wise; but as for logic, that is the ar­
moryof reason, flUnished with all offensive and de­
feasive weapons. There are syllogism', long 
swords; eDthymemes~ 1Ihort daggers; dilemmas, 
two-edged swords that cut, on both sides; sorites, 
chaiu-shot: and for the defensive, distinctions.' 
which are shields, retortions, which are targets 
with a pike in the midst of them, both to defend 
and oppose. From hence he raiseth his stndies 
to the knowledge of physics, the great hall of 
pature, and metaphysios, the closet thereof; and 



is careful Dot to wacle therein so ... , ti,Il by .... 
tile distinguishing of notions he confounds him­
Belf. 

He is skilful in rhetoric, which gives a speech 
~lor ,as logic doth favor, and both together beau­
ty. Though some condema rhetoric (1.8 the JIlOo 

ther of lies, speaking more tban the truth in hy­
perboles, less in her miosis, otherwise in her me­
taphors, contruy in her ironies; yet is there 
exceDent use of ~ these, when disposed ofwitb 
judgment. Nor i. he a stranger to poetry, which 
is ~usic in words; IlOr to mll8ic, which is poetry 
in sound; both excellent sauce, but they have 
lived and died poor, that III4Cle them their meat. 
t Mathematics he moderately BtIldieth to his 
great contentment; using it as ballast for his 
IOUI, yet to fix it, not to stall it; Dor suWers he it 
to be so unmannerly as to jollltle oat other arts. 

~ A.s fOr judicial astrology, (whicll hath the least 
judgment in it), this vagrant hath been whipped 
out of all learned corporations. If our artillt 
lodgeth her in the out-rooms of his soul fOr a 
night or two, it is rather to hear than believe her 
zelations. 

Hence he makes his progress into tbe study of 
history. Neator, who lived three ages, wu .0-

counted the wisest maa in the world. But tIae 
historian may make himself wise, by: living u 
many ages as haore pused lince the beginning of 
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the world. :His books enable' him to maintain 
diseourse, who, besides the stock of his own ex­
perience, may spend on the common purse of his 
reading. This diroots him in his life, so that he 
makes the shipwreCks of others sea-muks to him­
Elf; yea, accidents which others start from far 
,their strangeness, he welcoq»es as his wonted ac­
quaintance, having found precedents tOr them for­
merly. Without history a, man's soul is purblind, 
eeeing only the things which almost tou~h his eyes. 

He is well seen in chronology, without which 
history is but a heap of tales. If by the laws 
of the land he is counted a natural, who hath not 
wit'enough to tell twenty, or to tell his age; he 
.haIl not pass with me for wise in learning, who 
.eannot tell the age of the world; and count hun­
dreds of years; I mean not so critically, as to 
solve aU dOl1bts arising thenee~ but that he m,ay 
be able to give some tolerable account thereof. 
He is also acquainted with cosmography, treatiag 
Of the world in whole joints; with chorography, 
wedding it into countries; -and with topogra­
phy, mincing it into particular plaees. 

Thus taking these sciences in their general 
latitude, he hath finished the round circle or gold­
en ring of the arts; only he keeps a place for 
the diamond to he set in, I mean fOr that predOmi-

, Slat professiMl of law, physic, divinity, or state 
policy. wbich he inteads for his priDcipal calling 
hereafter. 
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THE GOOD MERCHANT 

Is one, who, by his trading, elaspeth the island. 
to the continent, and one country to another; 
an excellent gardener, who makes Enjlland bear 
wine; and oil, and spices; yea, herein goes b&­
yond nature in causing that "omnis fert omnia 
tenus." He wrongs neither himself, nor the. 
commonwealth, nor private chapmen which buy 
commodities of him. As for his behavior ~ 
wards the commonwealth, it far surpasses my 
skill to give any rules thereof: only this I know, 
that to export things of necessity, and to bring in 
fOreign needless toys, makes· a rich merchant, and 
a poor kingdom; for the state loseth her radical 
moisture, and gets little better than sweat in ex­
change, except the necessaries which are export­
ed be exceeding plentiful, which then, though 
necessary in their own nature, become superflu­
ous through their abundance. We will content 
ourselves to give some general advertisements 
·collcerning his behavior towards his chapmen;' 
whom lie useth well in the quantity, quality, and 
price of the commodities he sells them. 

He wro,ngs not the buyer in Dumber, weight, 
or measure. These are the land-marks of all 
trading, which must not be removed; for suda 
cozenage were worse than open feloay. First, 
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because they rob a man of bis purse, and never 
• bid him stand. Secondly, because highway 

thieves defy, but these pretend justiee. Thirdly, 
as much as lies in their power, they endeavor to 
make God aceessary to their cozenage, deceiving 
by pretending his weights. For God is the prin­
cipal clerk of the market : "aU the weights of the 
bag are his work." Provo xvi. il. 

He never warrants any ware ~or good but what 
is so indeed. Otherwise he is a thief, and may 
be a murderer, if selling such things as are ap­
plied·inwardly. Besides, in such a case, he counts 
himself guilty if he selleth such wares as are baa, 
though without bis knowledge, if avouching them 
for good; because he may, profel!lseth, and' il!l 
bound, to be master in his own mystery;and there­
fore in conscience must recompense the buyer's 
loss, exeept he gives him an item to buy it at his 
own adventure. 

He either tells the faults in his ware, or abates 
proportionablY'in the price he demands; for then 
the low value shows the viciousness of it. Yet 
commonly when merchants depart with their 
eommodities, we hear (as in funeral orations) all 
the virtues 'but none of the faults thereof. 

He never demands out of distance of tbe price 
he intends to take: if not alwaYI!l within the touch, 
yet within the ·reach of what he means to sell for. 
Now; we must know there be four I!leveral prices of I 
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vendible tbiaga. Fim. the price of the market, 
wbieh ebba ad ftows 8CGOI.tlng to the pleat}' or 
BCalcity of eom, COIDIIlCHli_" and cbapaea. 
Seeondly. the prioe of friendship. whldt. pet­

chance is more giviag than selling, aDd there­
tore not 80 proper at this time. Thirdly ~ the priee 

• of fuey, &8 twenty pounds or more for & d~ ClI 

hawk, when no such inberent wonb eo naturally 
be in them, bot by the lMsyer', aad seller's fancy 
reftecting on them. Yet I believe the moaey 
may be lawfully taken. First, because the seller 
IIOIDetimes on, those terms is as loth to forego it, .. 
the buyer is willing to have it; and I know 80 

.. aniard herein whereby men's affeetions may be 
measured. Seeoodly, it being a matter of pi .. 
aure, and men ahle ud willing, lel them pay fur 
it: "volenti DOD fit injuria." Lastly, there is tJae 
price of cozenage, wlliclt om merclumt from his 
heart detests and abbors. 

He makes DOt advaDtage of his chapman's ig­
DOraace, cbiefty if referring himself to his boD­
.. ly; wbere the aelIer's coDBcience is all the buy. 
er's skill, who makes bim both seller and judge, 
10 that be doth DOt so much ask as order what be 
must pay. When ODe told old Bishop Latimer 
that the c1,ltler had eozened bim, in making him 
pay twopence tor a knife not (in those days) worth 
a peDDy; U No," quoth Latimer, U be cozened not 
me, bat hisOWD eoDBCieBee." 00 the otller aide, 



St. Augustine tells us of a seller, who out of igno­
rance asked for a book far less than it was worth, 
and the buyer (conceive himselfio be the man if 
you please) of hi. own accord pye him the full 
value.,thereof. ' 

He makes not the buyer pay the shot i>r hiB 
prodigality; as when the merchant, through bis 
own ignorance or ill husbandry, haUl bought dear, 
he will not bring in his UDDeeessary expenses Oft 

the buyer's score; and in s~ch a case he is bound 
to sell cheaper than he bought. 

Selling by retail, he may justify the taking of 
greater gain; because of his care, pains, and coat 
of fetching those wares from the fountain, and in 
parcelling and dividing them. Yet because ~ 
tailers trade commonly with those who have leut 
skill what the1 buy, and commonly sell to the 
poorer sort of people, tbey must be careful not to 
grate on their necessity. 

But how long shall I be retailing out rules to 
this merchant' It would employ a casuist an 
apprenticeship of years :' take our Saviour's whcll. 
sale rule, "Whatsoever ye would have men do UD­

to you, do you unto them; for this is the Law and 
the Prophets." 
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THE GOOD YEOMAN 

Is a gentleman in ore, whom the'l1ellt age may 
see refined; and. is the wax capable of a gentle 
impression, when the prince shall stamp it. Wise 
Solon (who accounted TeHus the Athenian the 
most happy man tOr living privately on his own 
lands) would surely have pronounced the Eng­
lish yeomanry a fortunate condition, living in 
the temperate. zone, betwixt greatness and want, 
an estate of people 'alm&8t' peculiar to England. 
France and Italy are like a die, which hath nb 
points between cinq and ace, nobility and peasant­
ry. Their walls, though high, must needs be 
hollow, wandng filling stones .. Indeed Germany 
hath her boors, like our yeomen, but by a tyranni­
cal appropriation of nobility to some few ancient 
families, their yeomen are excluded from ever 
rising higher to clarify their ~Ioods. In England 
the temple of honor is bolted against none, who 
have passed through the temple of virtue: nor is 
a capacity to be gentle denied to our yeoman, who 
thus behaves himself. 

He wears russet clothes, but makes golden pay­
ment, having tin in his buttons, and silver in his 
pocket. If he chance to appear in clpthes above 
his rank, it is to grace some great man with his 
service, and then he blusheth at his ow ... bravery. 

, ! 
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Otherwise he is the surest .land-mark, whence 
foreigners may take aim of the ancient English 
customs; the gentry more floating after foreign 
fashions. 

In Mshouse he is bountiful both to strangers, 
and poor people. Some hold, when hospitality 
died in England, she gave her last groan amongst 
the yeomen of Kent. And still at our yeoman's 
table you shall have as many joints as di~hes: 
DO meat disguised with strange sauces; no strag'; 
gling joint of a sheep in the midst of a pasture of 
grass, beset with sallads on every 'side; but solid 
aubstantial food: no servitors (more nimble with 
their hands than the guests with their teeth) take 
away meat, before stomachs ar.e taken away., 
Here you have that which in itself is good, made 
better by the store of it, and best by the welcome 
to~ , 

, He hath a great stroke in making a knight of 
the shire. Good reason; for he makes a whole 
line in the subsidy book, where whatsoever h~ is 
rated he pays without any regret, not caring how 
much his pur~ is let blood, so it be done by the 
advice of the physicians of the state. 

He, seldom goes far abroad, and his credit 
, stretcheth fDrther than his travel. He goes DOt 
to London, but" se defendendo" to save himself 
ofa fine, being returned ofajury, where, seeing 
th~ king once, he prays for him ever afterwards. 
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In his own country be is a'tIlain man m juries, 
where, if the judge please to open his eyes in 
matter of law, he needs not be led by the noae 
in matters of fact. He is very observant of th. 
judge's" item," when it fOllows the truth's " impri­
mis;" otherwise, (though not mutinous in a ja­
'1) he cares not whom he displeaseth, so he pleas- • 
eth his own conscience. . 

He improveth his land to a double value by his 
good husbandry. Some grounds tllat wept with 
water, or frowned with thorns, by draining the 
one, a~d clearing the other, he makes both to 
laugh and sing with corn. By marl and lime­
stones burnt, he betteretb his ground, and his in­
dustry worketh miracles, by turning stones into 
bread. Conquest and good husbandry both en­
large the king's dominions; the one by the 
sword, making the acres more in number; the 
other by the plougJi, making the same acres more 
in value. Solomon saith," the king himself is 
maintained by husbandry." Pythis, a king, having 
discovered rich mines in his kingdom, employed 
all his people in digging of them, wbence tilling 
was wholly neglected, insomuch as a great fam­
ine ensued. His queen, sensible of the calami­
ities of the country, invited the king her husband 
to dinner, as he came bome hungry from over­
seeing his workmen in the mines. She so con­
trived it, that the bread and meat were most ar-
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tiieiaIly made of goW; and the king was muoh • 
delighted with the conceit thereof, till at lut be 
called forreal meat to satisfy his hUDger. " N a,," 
said the queen, "if you employ aU your subjeeta 
in your mines, you must expect to feed upon gold, 
for nothing else can your kingdom aflOrd." 

In time of famine, he is the JosePh of the COUll­

try, and keeps the poor from starving. Then be 
tameth his stacks of com, whieh not his cov~ 
ousness but providence hath reserved for time qf 
need, and to his poor neighbors abateth some­
what of the high price of the market. The 
neighbor gentry court him for his acquaintance, 
which either he modestly waveth, or thankfitUy 
accepteth, but no way greediJy desireth. He in­
sults not on the ruins of a decayed gentleman, 
but pities and relieves him; and as he is called 
"good man," he desires to answer to the name, 
and to be so indeed. I 

In war, though he serveth on foot, he is ever 
mounted on a high spirit; as being a slave to 
none, and a subject only to bis own prince. In­
nocence and independence make a brave spirit: 
whereas otherwise one must ask his leave to be 
valiant 00 wbom be depends. TherefOre, if a state 
run up all to noblemen and gentlemen, so that 
the husbandmen be only mere laborers, or cotta­
gers, (wbich one calls but housed beggars) it may 
have good cavalry, but never good bands of foot; 
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so that their armies will be like those birds called 
"apodes," without feet, always only flying on 
their wings of h.orse. Wherefore, to make good 
infantry, it requireth men bred, not in a servile 
()r indigent fashion, but in some free and plenti-

. ful mal\ller. Wisely, therefore, did that knowing 
prince, King Henry the Seventh, provide laws 
for the incr.ease of his yeomanry, thBt his king­
dom should not be like to coppice ... oods; where 
the staddles being left too thick, all runs to bushes 
and briers, and there is little clean underwood. 
For, enacting that houses used to husbandry 
should be kept up with a competent proportion 
of IBnd, he did secretly sow hydra's teeth, where­
upon (according to the poet's fiction) should rise 
up azmed m.en for the service of this kingdom. 

THE HANDICRAFTSMAN. 

HE· is a necessary member in a commonwealth i 
tOr though nature, which hath atmed most other 
creatures, sent man naked into the world, yet in 
giving him hands and wit to use them, in effect 
she gave him shells, scales, paws, claws, horns, 
tusks, with all offensive . and defensive weapons 
of beasts, fish and fowl, which, by the help of his 
hands, in imitation he may provide for himselfj 
and herein, the skill of our artisan doth consist. 
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His trade is such whereby he provides things 
necessary for mankind. What St. Paul saith .of 
the natural, is also true of the politic body, those 
members of the body are much~ more necessary 
which seem most feeble. Mean trades for profit, 

in the IItate, ami 
than a kitchen" 

when they 
who might worse 

an Eherein, and whose w",,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
the commonwealth together, being necessary 
both in peace and war. 

Or else his trade contributeth to man's lawful 
pleasure. God is not so hard a master, but that 
he alloweth his servants sauce (besides hunger) 
to meat. 

will he be of sueh 
to man's lust, 
(which is Ult,'"""",e 
curiosity. Yet 

m",ny 8ech professions, whi,;h, 
think, should stand in daily fear lest the world 
should turn wise, and so all1heir trades be cash­
iered, but that (be it spoken to their shame) 't is B.II 

safe a tenure to hold a livelihood by men's riot, 
as~ by their necessity. 

makes show good 
the use. For he 

TeweJIostamp· of hi" 

~ . 



· bad wares, he sets. deeper brand OIl ms own 
OODICieBC8. NotJaiDg hath more debased the 
endit of Gur EDglish cloth beyond the seas, than.. 
tile deceitfulaess in making them, sinee the fox 
hath crept tinder the fleece of the sheep. 

By his ingeniousness he leaves his art better 
than he found it. Herein the Hollanders are ex­
cellent, wbue children get their living, when but 
newly they have gotten their life, by their indus­
try. Indeed, nature may seem to have made those 
Netherlanders the younger brethren of mankind, 
all~wing them little land, and that also standing· 
in d&ly fear of a deluge of the sea: but such is 
their painfulness and ingenDity, hating laziness 
as]JUlCh as they love liberty, that what commOd-

ities grow not on ~~~irh countrydbY
tl 

nature, they . I 
graft on it by art, iUW ave won er~ull.r improved 
all makiJag of mlllum.ctures, stuffs, clocks, 
watches. Theselatter at first were made so great 
and heavy, it was rather a burden than an orna-
Qlent to weaT them; though since, watches have 
been made as light and little, as many that wear 
them make .r their tiDe. 

He is willing to communicate his skill to p0s­

terity. An invention, though found, is lost if not 
imparted. But as it is reported of some old toads, 
that before tbeir death they suck up the jelly in 
tbeirown heads, (which otherwise would he bard­
ened into a..preciou. stone ). out of spitQ. that men 



lbould recei'Ve DO bene6t thereby; 10 lome ell­

vious artisaDs wiD hue their cunniag die with 
them, that nODe may be 6. bet1Br for it; and had 
rather all mankind should lose, thaa any man gUll 
by them. . 

He seldom_ attaineth to any 'Very great .eatlate : 
except his trade hath lOme outlets and excursions 
uno wholesale and merchandize; otherwise mere 

. artificers cannot heap up much wealth. It is dif!-
ticult for gleaners, without stealing whole ehea'Ves, 
to till a barn. His chief wealth consistetb in 
enough, and that he can li'Ve comfOrtably, and 
leave his ehildren the inheritance of their ednc .. 
tion. 

Yet he is a grand benefactor to the eommo~ 
wealth. England, in former ages, like a dainty 
dame, partly out of state, but more out of lazi­
ness, would Dot suckle the trait of her own body, 
to make the best to battle ad impreve her own 
commodities, but put them out to nurse to the 
Netherlanders, who were well paid for their pains. 
In those days, the sworll and the plough 80 took 
up all men's employ«.ents that olothing was 
wholly. neglected, and scarce any other we~ to 

, be found in houses than what the spiders did 
make. But since she bath seen and meaded bet 
error, making the best use of her own wool; and 
indeed the riches of a kingdom doth COllsist in 
driving the home commodities thereof .. far at 
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they will go, workiJar them to their very perfec­
tion, employing more handicrafts thereby" 'rhe 
sheep feeda more with his fleeoo than his 8esh, 
doiDg the one bnt onoo, but the other 'onoo 
a year, many families subsisting by the working 
thereof. 

We have eause to hope that as we have seen 
the cities Dornicks and Arras brought over into 
England, 80 posterity may see all Flanders 
brought hither; I mean that their 'Works shall be 
here imitated, and that either our land shall be 
taught to bear foreign commodities, or our ~ 
pie taught to forbear the using of them. 

I should now come to give the description of 
tbe day-laborer, (of whom we have only a deartb 
in a plentiful harvest) but seeing his character is 
80 coincident with the hired servant, it may well 
be spared. And DOW we will rise from the hand 
to tbe arm, and come to deseribe the soldier. 

THE GOOD SOLDIER. 

A SOLDIBR is one of a lawful, necessary, com­
mendable, and honorable profession; yea, God 
bimself may seem to be one free of the company 
of "soldier!!, .in that he styleth himself " am an of 
war." Now though many hate 80ldiell as the 
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twigs of the rod war, wherewith God scourge. 
wanton countries into. repent&nc~, yet is their 
calling so needful, that were not some soldiers 
we must be all sOldiers, daily employed ~ defend 
our own, the world would grow so licentious. 

He keepeth a clear and quiet cO}lscience in 
his breast, which. otherwi~ will gnaw out the 
ro6tsof all vaIor; for vicious soldiers are COlD­

passed with enemies on all sides, their foes witla­
out them, and an ambush witbin them of fleshly 
lusts, which, as St. Peter saith, "fight against the 
soul." None fitter to go to war, than those who 
have made their peace with God in Cbrist; tor 
such a man's soul is an impregnable fort: it 
eannot be scaled with ladders, for it reacheth up 
to heaven; nor be broken by batterie~, for it.is 
walled with beass; nor undermined by pioneers, 
for he is rounded on a rock; nor betrayed by 
treason, for f"ith itself keeps it; nor be burnt by 
grenadoes, for he can quench the fiery darts of 
the devil; nor be forced by famine, for a good 

, conscience is a continual feast. 
He chiefly avoids those sins, to which soldiers 

are taxed as most subject: namely, common 
swearing, which impairethone's credit by degrees, 
and maketh all his promises not to be trusted; 
for he who for no profit will sin against God, for 
small profit will trespass against bis neighbor; 
and drin~ing. When valiap~ Zisca, near Pille", 



, 
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jg Bohemia, imght against his enemies, he c0m­

manded the wmaeB which followed his army to 
_t their kerchiefs and partlets on the ground, 
wherein their enemies being entangled by their 
spurs, (for though JtoraelDen, they were fOrced to 
alight, and fight on foot, through the roughness 
of the plaee) w~e slain before they could unloose 
their feet. A deep moral may be gathered 
hence; and women have often been the neb. 10 
catch and ensnare the souls of many martial meD. 

He ClOunts his prince's la~ful command to be 
. his sufficient warrant to fight. In a defensive 

war, when his country is hostilely invaded, 't is 
pity. but his neck should hang in suspense with 
his conscience that doubts to fight; in offensive 
war, though the ease be harder, the common s0l­
dier is not to dispute, but do his prince's com­
mand. Otherwise· princes, before they levy an 
army of soldiers, must first levy an army of cae­
aists and confessors to satisfy each scrupulous 
soldier in point of right to the war; and the 
most cowardly will be the most conscientious, to 
mnltiply doubts eternally. Besides, causes of 

, war are so complicated and perplexed, so many 
things falling in the prosecution, as may alter the 
original state thereof, and private soldiers have 
neither calling nor ability to dive into such my. 
leries. But if the conscience of a counsellor or 
commander in chief remonstrates in himself the 
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unlawfulness of ihis war, he is bOund humbly t.c; 
represent to his prince his reasOns against it. 

He esteemeth all hardship easy through hopes 
I of victory. Monies are the sinews of war ; yet if 

these sinews should chance to be shrunk, and 
pay casually fall short, he takes a fit of this cona' 

rolsion patiently. He is contented though in cold 
weather his hands must be their own fire, and 
warm themselves with working; though he be 
better armed' against their enemies than the 
weather, and his corslet wholler than his clothes; 
though he hath more fasts and vigils in his alma­
Back than the Romish Church did ever enjoin : 
he patiently endureth drought for desire of hon­
or, and one thitst ctuencheth another. In a 
word, though much indebted to his own back 
and belly; and unable to pay them, yet he hath 
credit himself, and confidently runs on ticket 
witlt himself, hoping the next victory will dis­
charge all scores with advantage. 

He looks at and also through his wages, at 
God's glory, and his country's good. He counts 
bls pay an honorable addition, but no valuable 
compensation for his pains; for what proportion 
is there betwixt four shillings a week, and /ldven­
'turing his life 1 I cannot see how their calling 
ean be lawful, who for greater wages will fight 
on any side against their own king and cause: 
yea, as false witnesses were hired against our 

D 



b\eNed ,Savio,",. (m,oney will milt. the 1QOIatha.r 
men plead Ilia~ their Maker). ~ were. the .... 
,o.WoIlOW ~ .the world, wbo, a, tJw. peete. feiped. 
all~d, Wa.r. lII1'iQA Go4 himself •. aM. shoultl 'hey 
9.fe.r ite" pay ~ they wcmld JMt W8Jlt _~, 
sQWiers to as.;,st theal. 

a, ~ 11titb aU readin«¥s OR th&~QP . 
of. hia general; reQllering lJP bit. owa judglQeM 
in obedience to the \fill and pleaewe of bis 1 .. 
e.r, and by llQ,implicit faitb believing aU is bet& 
w~b J~ enjoineth; lest otberwi .. be be Ie"" 
... the French. soldiu was in SoodIRd, ~e'" 
t11~re since, who first moWlted the bul*ark of 
& ron beewgoo, wbueupon ensued the gaini ... 
of t,be fort: ll"t Marescal de Tberaes. the Freno.\\. 
p.t;'er.I, firet knighted him, and theo baag~4 
hWl within an ho\U' aft.eJ;. bScaQte he Iwl d .. 
it without comUl8lldment. 

He will ~ in a braveryeQOH. himll6lf to 
needle88 peril. 'T ill madne88 to hala.,o in the 
eara of sleeping ~Qlptat.ion, tp .. waken it against 
ofte's elf, or to go out of h.i.s calling to Wad ..... 
gltl: blJt i{ a cJ"nger meets him ( ... he walU ia 
~, ,,~~on), he neither standa still, .• tarts ui4e. 
1lOl' e~ps ba"-ward, but eitilel' goea ovel' it with 
valor, or under it witb patience. A.ll .. Ie 
duels he detestetb, as having 6Nt no colD8l&nd 
in God's word; yea, this arbitrary deciding caW188 

bf the &word s!lbverts the fu,wi-..nentaJ lta"!'S or 



the Scripture: Ileeondly, no example in God'a 
w"C>rd, that David and Goliath moving in an 
bihher as it t>£>mpta 
God to work a miracle fOr man'a pleasure, and 

in">£>,i tfi>£> OO>£>E'se natnre, >£>iber~ 

wise the stronger will b~at the weaker: fourtiJ. 
each du>£>U>£>r >£>haIlenueth his Uing uvvblv 

or unwilling legally to right him, and therefore 
UBZilE~'S office himsel~: fiUhly, if alaying, 

be ha>£>!lrds his v,:,ck tbn haIter; slai>£>, i>£> 
beat.ofmaIice, without repentance, he adventures 
bi>£> 80Zil to d'5ZiiJ. 

OIQ«,t. But there are some intricate eases (as 
i>£> title, of "hkh carmot othenlETIse d~ 

eided. Seeing therefore that in such difficulties, 
tuo right in fiuest±en eo>£>not he UoIivo,nd any 
judicial pr()C~etlinUs, th'cn mu,i be dntermined 
by the sword. 

Anm,,~ Sillififillh fight mah bettor be lost, thaa 
to light a eandle from hell .to find it out, if the· 
jill21hgoo 'cano>£>i find a midclli> wah to ucrt be~ 
twixt them. Besides, in such a casel duels are no 
" TIil8diom pr>£>portirrnafnm "t(ill find >£>ut 
lle~r ahpointed bf God t>:> that Uurpose. NOfili 
doth it hnHow that be hath the best in right,who 
herh the be,t in fhr th>£>t reaht th,:, law~ 
fulness of actions by their events, holds the wrong 

oI'the tm'>Ok 
OlOeet. But suppose an army of thirty thou­

n2 
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sand infidels ready to fight against ten thousand 
Christians, yet so that at last the infidels ar!! 
contented to try the day upon the valor of a 
single champion; whether in such a case may 
not a Christian undertake to combat with him, 
the ratber because the treble odds before is 
thereby reduced to terms of equality, and 80 the 
viitory is made more probable. 

AMD. The victory was more probable befbre; 
because it is more likely God will bless his own 
means, than means of man's appOinting; an~ it 
is his prerogative to give victory, as well by few 
as by many. Probability of conquest is not to. 
be measilred by the eye· of human reason, con­
trary to the square of God's word. Besides, I 
question whether it be lawful for a christian a"!'y 
to'derive their right oftightingGod's battles to 
any single man. For the title every man ·hath 
to prQmote God's glory, is so invested and inhe­
rent in his own particular person, that he cannot. 
paSs it over to another. None may appear i~ 
God's seryice by an a~torDey; and when reli­
gion is at the stake, there must be no lookers on 
(except impotent people, who also help by their 
prayers), and everyone is bound to lay his shoul­
ders t6 the work. Lastly, would to God no 
duels might be fought tit! this case came into 
question. But how many daily fall out upon a 
more false, slight, and flitting ground,than the 

, , 

1 
J 
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sands of Calais whereon they fight: especially. 
seeing there is an honorable court appointed. or 
lOme other equivalent way, for taking up such 
quarrels, and allowing reparations Ito I the party 
injured . 

. O'Dea. But reputation is 10 spiritual a thing, 
it is inestimable, and honor falls not under 'valu­
ation: besides, to complain to the civil. IDBgis­
trate showeth no manhood, but is like a child's 
crying to his father. when he is only beaten by 
his equal; and my enemy's forced acknowledg­
ment of his fault (enjoined him by the court) 
shows rather his submission to the laws than to 
me. But if I ean civilize his rudeness by my' 
sword, and ch~ him into submission. then 
be sings his penitential song in the true tuae, 
and it comes naturany indeed. 

A.nsw. Honorable persoDs in that court are 
the most competent judges of honor, and though 
credit be as tender as the apple of the eye, yet 
such curious oculists can cure a blemish therein. 
And why, I pray. is it more disgrace to repair to 
the magistrate for reciress in reputation, than to 
have recourse to him in actions of tr~spass1 The 
pretence of a forced submission is nothing, all 
submissions having" aliquid violentum" in them; 
and even the evangelieal repentance of God', 
servants bath a mixture of legal terror frightinr 
them thereto. 



0Igect. But gownmea :apeakollt"'" an utipa­.y they .Dear to jightiDg: sbooW we tbe ruled ." 
them, we..-.t break .u our .WQl'ds mm pea­
bi",s; and lawyeN, to 1ml_. their :galB8, _DCi 
prohibitions to remove suits from the campa to 
tbeir couns: diviDes are JJQt 18 .., ooasuhed 
wid! herein, as iporaat el the priIl.s of 
hODor. 
o AInBrD.· Ipdeed _or \is & WOllII ef 00IIN8 m 
the talk .r roariDg _ys, 8.Ild pme elMJUgh ia it­
self, euept thelt' moudts aoiI it hy often uaiDg of 
it: but jnfieed God is the fouBtain of boaw, 
God'. word the ellartet of _or, aod godly_ • 
.. best jlldgel of it; aM' i. it ... y stain of -cow-­
.mliness tOr we to .kr heil &ad damnation. 

We .a1 therefure conclude .at the laws :of 
duelling, as the laws of drinking, .ad their orig­
inal from the devil; ud therefore the declilling . 
of needless qumels in our 801dier~ DO abatement 0 

of hOllor. I co_end his discretion and valor, 
wao, walkitag .in Londoa .meets, met a gallant, 
whecried tom.. a prettJdiatanee .beforehand," I 
. will :hUe .. wall" .. Yoa," all8W81'ed he, " and 

, take the hoUse too, if you oan lJUt ape with the 
. laadlord." But wbea ,God, aod his pnnee, calk 

b Rim, our IOldier 
Had rather die ten times than .. nee sarrive his 

eMdit. Though life he S'lft!et"it shall Dot "ter 
the palate of his 8Oul, as with the aweetDell8 of 
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life to make' him swallow down the bitterness' of 
an eternal disgrace. He begradpth not to get 
10 his side a probability' of victory by the certain­
ty of ltD 0W'Il death, and flieth from nothing 80 

.wch as froID the mention of flying. And 
though some say he is a madman, tbat will pur­
chase honor so dearly with his blood, as that he 
cannot live to enjoy what he hath bought; 00i' 

IDldier knows that he shall pol!l!e88 the reward of' 
his valor with God in heaven, and also makillg 
dae world his executor, leave to it the rich inhefoo 
itaDce of his IDemory. 

Yet in lOme eases he counts it no disgrace to 
yield, where it is impossible to conquer; as when­
IIWUI8II of enemies crowd about him, 80 that he 
shall ratber be stifled than wounded to death: 
in such a· ease, if quarter be offered him, he may 
take it with more honor than the other can· give 
it; and if he throws up his desperate game, he 
may happily win tlte next ; whereu, if he playefh 
it out to tbe lut, he shall certaialy 1018 it and 
~ Bot if he he to fill into the hand of a 
bubareas enemy, whose giving 1Um qaarter i. 
but reprieviDg him b amore,iguomiaious death, 
lae had rather disool'l8 hiI life at the present, 
than w take day to fall into the huda of such 
remonele88 creditors. 

He makes DODe the object of his cruelty, 
whi~h C&1IBat be tbe oJlject of hi, fell'. LioIUJ. 
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they say. (exeept forced with hunger) will nOt 
prey on W6Dlen and ehildren, though I would' 
wi.b. none to try the truth hereof: the truly val~ 
iant will not hurt women or infants, »or will they 
be cruel to old men. What conquest is it to 
strike him up, who Btands hut on one leg, and 
hath the other foot in the grave Y But anant 
cowards (such as would conquer victory itself, if 
it should stand in their way as they fiy) COURt 
themselves never evenly matehed except they 
have threefold odds on their side, and esteem 
their enemy never ditlarmed till they be dead. 
Sueh love to show a nature steeped in gall of pa~ 
sion, and display the ignoble tyranny of prevail~ 
ing dastards: these being thus valiant against, 
no resistance, will make no resistance when they 
meet with true valor. 

He counts it murder to kill any in cold blood. 
Indeed, in taking cities by assault (especially 
when ~ldiers have suffered long in a hard siege), 
it is pardonable what present passion doth with 
a sudden thrus't j but a premeditated baek..blow 
in cold blood is base. Some excuse there is for 
blood enraged, and no wonder if that scaldeth 
whieh bQileth: but when men shaD call a con­
sultation in their soul, and issue thence a deli'" 
erate aet, the more adv:ised the deed is, the IeBs 
advised it is, when men raise their owq passions, 
and are not raised by t~em j espeeially if fair 



THE GOOD IOI,DDa.. 106 

~~~r be ~8t granted; an alms, wllich he who 
gives to-day . ~ay crave to-mor~ow; yea, he that 
hath the hilt in his hand in' the morning, may 
.have the point at his. thr:oat ere night. 

He doth, not barbarously abuse the bodies of 
hie dead· enemies. We find that Hercules was 
t,be first (the IDOIt valiant are ever the most mer­
ciful) that .ever Buffered his enemies to carry 
away their dead boWell, after they had been put 
to the sword. Belik~ before his time they cruelly 
cut the corpses in pieces, or east them to the wild 
beasts. 

In time of plenty he provides for want here­
after. ¥et gene.rally mldiers (as if they count­
ed one treasurer jn an army were enough) 80 

hate covetousness that they cannot affect provi­
dence for the future, and come home with more 
marks in their bodies than pence in their pockets. 

He is willing and joyful to embrace peace on 
good conditions. The procreation of peace, and 
Dot the satisfYing of men's lusts and liberties, is 
the end of war. Yet how many, having war for 
their possession, desire a perpetuity thereof! 
Wiser men than King Henry the Eighth's fool, 
use to cry in fair weather, whose harvest being 
only in storms, they themselves desire to raise 
them; wherefore fearing peace will starve whom 
war hath fatted, and to render themselves the 
JU()re useful, they prolong discord to the· I1t~ost, 

1 
I 
I 
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. ad oou1d wish when swordS 'IlI"8OBee draW1l that 
aU-scabbards might be cut asonder. 

He is as qaiet an« pamful in peace, as eoura­
geous in war. Jf he 'hath not gotten '&lread, 
enough whel'eOD . comfortably to Sllbaist, he 1'eOO­
takes himself to his fonner calling he had betbre 
the war began: the wielding of his sword hath 
DOt made him uDwieldy to do any other work,1l1Ul 
put his bones oat of jQint to- take pains. Hence 
comes it to pass, that BOme take by-coorses on the 
highways, and death, whom they honorably 
fought for in the field, meets them in a worse 
place. 

But we leave ourBOldier, t!eeking by his rir­
toes to ascend. from a pma1le place, by the de­
JreeS of sergeaftlt, lieutenant, ca:ptain, eolo1'Jel, 
tiJl he come to be a general, and thfl'll, God wil­
.ling, you shall ha~ his example. 

THE GOOD GENERAL. 

To soldier, whom we i»-merly described, 
hath sinee by the sttUs of JUs own deserts climb­
.eel ap to be a geaeml, and now we come to char­
acterhim. 

He is pious ia the OI'dering of his GWD life • 
. Same falsely ~ that religion spoileth ~ 
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.,.lit of a ,e.eral, •. bM u. rainy day dotIi Iris 
plume of feathers, making it. droop and. bang 
doh i whereM iDdeed piS,. only _gats true 

PI ... • ... 
Be MknowWrpth God the GenenliMimo ef 

aU armietl; WJao ia aU. battle., thoup the IUSIJl>o 

her be aver 811 1IIlflCJBl. !eBenea tile eastiItg 
VGice tOr 1timHlC. Y lit CI.Il I aearce helieve wbae 
ORe leBa 1lB, how Walter P:.etemberg, master .f 
the TeDtiODic,O!der, wida a .. aD _be Mew in 
a ItaWe an _dred thouand Maseovite enemies, 
with the 1088 of but ODe maa GIl his side. 

Ue Juath. gained Bkill in his place by Ioag ex­
perienee; DOt begiDDiag 10 1_ othem, befme 
lUmaalf oer be. to iJDow, ha'rillg nev9 hemre 
(e.. in cocbta1daes) beheld any bU.tIeL 
Surely they leap best in .their provideJlee mward, 
no f8mb. their lise farthest _kwml in their 
cperienee. 

He either is. or is presQDled valiut. Iadeed, 
coonge ia him is necessary, though BOJDe ~ 
that a geural is: above valor, w~o may eolDlDand 
otlaerB to be 10. As if it were all ODe whether 
courage were his naturally, or by adopbon, who 
CD make the. vaJiet deeds of othen aeem his 
own; and his reputation for personal manhood 
ooee raiaed, will bear iUIelf up; like a roODd. 
holly, IIGIII8 bee is ftIIIJuind to set it, but a to_ 
wiD keep it a-going. Indeed, it is.extmDe incl'" 
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~retion (except in extremities). for him to be' pro­
digal of his person. 

He is cheerful and willing in undergoing of I. 
bor. Admirable are the miraeles of an indo8f.ri.. 
0011 army: witnells the mighty ditch in Cambridge­
shire made by the East-Angles, commonly called 
Devil's-ditch; all if the pioneers thereof ~e from 
h ell. Thus the effeminateness of our age, de­
faming what it should imitate, falsely traduces 
the monuments of their ancestors' endeavors. 

He loves, and is beloved of his soldiers; 
whose good will he attaineth, 

l. By giving them good words in his spe~hes 
unto them. When wages have sometimes aeei­
dentally fallen short, soldiers have aeeepted the 
payment in the fair language and promises of 
their general. 

2. By partaking with his soldiers in their pain­
ful employments. When the English,Jlt the Span­
ish lIeet's approach in eight yeight, , drew their 
ships out of Plymouth haven, the Lord· Admiral 
Howard himself .towed a cable, the least joint of 
whose ex~mplary hand drew more than twenty 
men besides. 

3. By sharing with them in their wants. When 
victuals have grown' Bcant, some generals have 
pinched themselves to the same fare with their sol-

• diers, who could not complain that their me.ss was 
bad, whilst their general was fellowo:Commoner 
with them. 
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4. By taking notice, and rewarAiing of their de­
. sertl!; never disinheriting a worthy soldier of his 
~irthright, of the next office' due UBto him. For 
a worthy man is wounded mote deeply by his own 
geaeral's aegleet, than by his enemy's sword: the 
laUer my kill him, but the fOrmer deads his cou­
rage, or, which is worse, mads it into discontent; 
who ad rather ot1aers should make a ladder of 
his cIead corpse to scale a city by it, than a bridge 
of him wJailst alive for his punies to give him the 
go-by, and pa880ver him to preferment. For this 
reason chiedy (besides some others), a great and 
valiant EngliSh geDerai in the days of Queen 
Elizabeth was hated of his soldiers, because he 
_posed Oftie8S by his own absolute will, without 
respeetof orderly advancing such as deserved it, 
which made a great man once salute him with tbi. 
letter: ,. Sir, if you will be pleased to bestow a 
captain's place on the bearer hereof, being a wor­
thy gentleman, he shall do that for you which nev­
er u yet aay soldier did, Bamely, pray to God 
Dr your health and happiness." , 

He is fertanate in what he undertakes. 
SucIi a 'oDe wu 'Julius Cteear, who, in Britain, 
a cOUDtry undiscovered, peopled with a valiant 
DatioD, began a war in autulDB, without appar- ' 
eDt advantage, not baving'any intelligence there, 
being to palls (Wer tbe sea into a colder climate, 
(u 8Dterprize, saith ODe, wen worthy the'invin-
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cible courage of CIIlIIU', but not of his accustomed 
prudence), and yet returDed victorious. Indeed, 
God is the sole dispoeer of SUccetls: other gifte 
., aI80 scattereth amoagat men, yet 10 that they 
themeelV88 BClamble &0 gather them up; where­
.. euCUBB God givesiJQmediately into their band., -
on whom he pleaeeth to bestow it. -

He vieth the fOreee of a D8W enemy before 
he encounters him. Samaon i. half conquered, 
wbeD it is knoWB where hie strength. lies; and 
skirmisbes are ICOUtB tOr the cIiaeovery of the 
.epgth of ap arIDY, before baUle be given. 

He makes his dying enemy' a bridge of gold, 
q,gd disarms them. of their be. weapon, wlUch ii, , 
neGeillity to fight whether '" will or DO. Men 
forced &0 a battle againllt their inteDt.im~ often COD­

quer beyoo.d their expeotation. &op a dyiog cow­
vd, and he will turn bis legs.into 1U!I88, and Jay. 
.,bout him manfully; whereas,open him apaMBp 
to eaoape. and he will quiekly shut up hie courage. 

But I dare dwell no lODger on this BUbjeet. 
WheD the Pope earnestly wrote to King Richard 
the First, not to detaiD in priSOD hie dear SOD, the 
martial bishop of Beauvais, the king IeDt-the Pope 
back the armor wherein the biBbop WIUI tabn, 
with the words of Jacob's IIODa to their father, 
" l8e whether or no this be the ~ of thy IOD." 

SuMly a coralet ill DO canonical coat for ~ oer 
IlIits it with IDJ clergy·proleuioo to proeead .,. 
further in this warlike dewi{)tioo. 
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TH'~ '000)) S'EA-C:AP,'1'A'lN. 

BIIt<JJUlitally pIl't is ......,. .. "itlt tllM Gf 
... .,Wier .nadyId8lfCll!ibed: 'M dureR Obly ia 
.me.iIft:.pI'Gpertil!8, .hiutnre'.m·lIOw Nt ~ 
Oooeeive mm"llOw in .. _.tW"f; witll1li8 tf!t.o 
... 'Of lDlan, 'weD UlbeG, ~i\malled, and app .. u. 
ed, aDd !See mw'he'ld'JCtuitIJ hi...tf. 

The -.e'puwer'herhatD, the -.e C'lreful bit 
is4lOt to:abue-it. ladeed, a.~tain i. a king 
ill die ialu.d 'Ilf • .ship, '.pNDl8 jadge~ allow 
appeal, in can .. mil ~and crimi.ai, and i ...... 
.tom broulhtlOMl ~ in ttnIl't80fjnttiCle'on 
1eIld, ibY:in]o_ done to his own mea aUe •. 

&Belia oaruful.in observing <Of the Idd" •• ,. 
He·bUb·a watd!'in his heart, th'Oagh DO bell. ill 
.. e~e to' proclaim thlll day ·by ringing .t& 

pnyem.. Sir Ffancis Drake, ill three yettr8 
aaUiDg.about the 'worM, )Od ollerWhole .... y, 1J'IRct. 
wo 'acaree ~uidenbbt ln'M blg time. 'T ill 
111) ·be 'feared IOl'De -captain. at MI. lowe a day' e.ety 
wiek, 'Obe lift se'f8h, negleotUag the sabbath. 

H. is _"'111 IIIIId thankfil}'when a temped'il 
]*It, as !tIeftJut·wlaeu 't i. prellllltj 'Ao.t 'el~ 
~ 10 reeeWe'meR1es, and ·tongueo:tied to Nt1Irb 

thanks. Many mariners are calm in a 1tOftb, 
. aad sII8rtn in .. aM, blulteribg with olftbs. Ia a 

tempelt ,it uomea 'to 1beir tal'll to ibe reIigMlu;' 



112 TBB BOLY II'l'AH. 

whose piety is but a fit of the wind, and when 
that's allayed, their devotion is ended. 

Escaping many dangers makes him DOt pre-
. sumptuous to rua into theIR. Not like thoee sea- _ 
meu who (as if their hearts were made or those 
roeks they have OfteB sailed by) are so always in 
death they uever think of it. These in their DaV­

igations ob8e"e that it is W hotter under the 
tropics in the coming to the line, th8Dunder the 
line itself; and in like mli.nner they eoaceil'o that 
tbe feal' and fancy in preparing for death is more 
terrible than death itself, which makes tbem by 
4legrees c!esperately to conteDUl it. 

In taking 1l prize he most prizeth the men's' 
lives whom he takes; though some of them may -
chance to be negroes or saVageB. It is tbe CD&­

tom of seme to east them overboard, and there's 
an end of them; for the dumb fishes will teD no . -
tales. But the murder is DOt 80 soon drowned _ 
IS the men. What! is a brother by h8Jf blood DO 

k~ 1 A savage hath God to his f~ by creation, 
though DOt the Church to his mother, and God 
wilf revenge bis innocent blood. But our cap­
tain counts the image of God aeveJtheless IUs 
image, cut in ebony as if done in ivory, and in the 
blackest Meora he seea the representation of the 
l{ing of Heaven. 

In dividing the gains, he wrongs DOne who topk 
p&il\s to ge~ the~ > Dot shiftiog of l1UJ poor mar .. 

1 

I. 
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_s with nothing, or giving them oaly the gar­
bage' of the prize, aud keeping all the 8esh to 
himself. In time of peace, he quietJy returns 
home, and turns ~ot to the trade of pirates, who 
are the wont sea-vermin, an d the devil's water 
rate. 

His voyages are not oaly for profit, but some 
for honor and knowledge; to make discoveries of 
new countries, imitating the worthy Peter Colum­
'bus. ' Before his time the world was cut off at 

, the middle, Heroules' pillars (which indeed are 
the navel) being made the feet, and utmost bounds 
of the continent, till his successful indus.uy enlarg­
ed it. 

" Primus ab iDfuaia quod terl'8 emenerat UDdia 
NuociUB adveoieos ipea columba fuit. 

Occiduis primus qui terram ioveoit io uodis 
Nuocius adveoiena ipse ColumbUB erat." 

Our sea-eaptain is likewise ambitious to per­
fect what the other began. He counts it a die­
grace, seeing all mankind is one family, sundry 
countries but several rooms, that we 'who dwell 
in the parlor (80 be counts Europe) should not 
know the outloclgings of the same house, and the 
world be scarce' acquainted with itselfbefore it be 
dissolved from itself at the day of judgment. , 

He daily sees, and duly considers God's won­
ders in the deep. Tell me, ye naturaliBts, Who 



«JIIDded .. first umcb aM , __ t'to the .~ 
U hitbur shalt 1hou orne, and DO further /t1 Why 
dotIa Dot tbe water recoWlr hie rightonD' the'ftrth, 
being _per in nature t Whence came·the 8a1t, 
aDd who first boiled. it, which made 'so mmsh 
brine? When the winds are not only wild in a 
storm, but even stark mad in a hurricane, who 
is it that l'estores them again to their wita, and 
brings tbem asleep in a calm 1 Who made the 
mighty whales, wbo swim in a sea of water, and 
Jaue a sea. of oil swimming in them 1 Who fi.nt 
taught the waters to imitate the oreatures on land T 
8Oth~ the sea is the stable ofhorse-fishes, the staB 
of kine-fisbes, the stye of hog-fishes, the kennel of 
dog-fishes, and in all things the sea tbe ape of the 
land. Whence grows the ambergris in the 
sea T which is not so hard to find where it is, as to 
know what it is. Was not God the first ship­
wrigbt T and all vessels on the water descended 
&om the loins (or ribs rather) of Noah's ark' Or 
else who durst be 80 hold, with a few orooked 
boards nailed together, a stick standing upright, 
IDd a rag tied to it, to adventure into the ocean 1 
What lGadetone first touched the loadstpne T 01' 

Mw first fell it in love with the north, rather .... 
_ting that cold climate than the pleasant east, or 
fiuitflil south, or west ~ How comes that stone 
to know .ere tIam men, and find the way to the 
IIbd in a mist , In mOlt of these, men take eane-, 
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tuuy at "oocufta qualit .. ,'~ and complain dJat 
tile room is dark, when their eyes are blind. la" 

.. deetl they are God's wondere; and that seam .. 
the greateet wODder of all tot h~ bJoekiehDees, 
_lao seeing them daily, neither takes notice of 
them" admires at thelD, DO. is thaakfullw them. 

THE TRUE GENTLEMAN. 

W. will eooaider him in his birth. breem." 
ud behavior. ' 

He. is extracted &em aociellt and worsbipfal 
parentage. When a pippin is planted on a pip­
pin-stock, the fruit growing theDce is called a 
renate, a mOBt delicious apple, .. both by eire 
aad da.m well descended. Thus his blood must 
needs be well purified wbo is geDtilely bora OR 
hcKh sidel. 

If ~is birth be not, at least hie quLities are 
generous. Whu if he cannot with the Heyen­
ninghamaof SuflOIkeount five and tweDty kDigh. 
of his family, or tell sixteen knights BD.CceBlivu, 
wit.h tbe TilDe,. of Norfolk, or wi.th the N auotoa 
MOW where their aneeston had IHIveo. banchei 

, pounds a year before or at the conquelt; yet he 
lI.tth ende.oree, by his ~ desena, tj) en ...... 
himlHlI£ Thus valor makes him SOD to C~ 
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learning entitles him kinlllDan to Tully, and pietY' 
reports him Dephew to godly Constantine. . It 
graceth a gentleman of low descent and high de­
sert, when he will.r.own the meaDlless of his pa­
rentag~. How ridieulous is it . when mauy' men 
brag that their families are more anoient than 
the moon, whieh all know are later than the 
star whieh some seventy years sinee shined in Cas­
siopeia.. But if he be· generously born, see how 
his parents breed him. . 

He is not in his youth po~ssed with the great 
hopes of his possession. No flatterer reads eon­
stantly in his ears a survey of the lands he is to 
inherit. This hath made many boys' thoughts 
swell so great .they eould never be kept in eom­
pass afterwards. Only his parents aequaint him 
that he is the next undoubted heir to correetion, 
if misbehaving himself; and he finds DO more fa­
vor from his sehoolmaster than his sehoolmaster 
finds diligenee in him, whose rod respeets per­
sons no more thall bullets are partial in a battle. 

At the university he is so studious as it he in­
tended learning for his profession. He ·knows 
weD that eunning is no burthen to earry, 8S pay­
ing neither portage by land, nor poundage by sea. 
Yea, though to have land be a good first, yet to 
"'ve learning is the surest seeond, whieh may 
ltand to it when the other may ehanee to be ta­
keD away; . r 

I 

.~. 
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. At the inns of court he' applies himself to learn 
the laws of'the kingdom. Object not, "Why 
should a gentleman learn law, who if he needeth 
it may have it for his money, and if he hath 'nev­
er 80 much of his own, he must but give it away 1" 
For what a shame is it for a man of quality to be 
ignorant of Solon in our Athens, of Lycurgus in 
our Sparta' Besides, law will help him to keep 
.taia own, and bestead his neighbors. Say not. 
that there be enough which make this their set 
practice: for so there are also many masters of 
defence by their profession; and shall private 
men therefore learn no skill at their weapons 1 

As for the hospitality, the ,apparel, the travel­
ling, the company~ the recreations, the marriage 
of gentlemen, they are described in several chap­
ters in the following book. A word or two of 
his behavior in the country. 

He is courteous and affable to his neighbors. 
As the sword of the best tempered metal is most 
flexible; so the truly generous are most plianl 
aad. courteous in their behavior to their inferiors. 

He delights to see himself, and his servants 
well mounted: therefore lie loveth good horse­
manship. Let never any foreign Rabshakeh send 
that brave to our Jerusalem, offering to lend'her 
~wo thousand horses, if she be able for her part 
to set riders upon them. ,We know how Dariu. 
got the Persian Empire from the rest of his fellOw 
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peen, by the first neighing oI-biB generous llteed. 
It were no harm if in some .eecn8llls.itttef intri­
catepreeedeuy betwixt equal gentlemen, the pri­
Grity were adjudged to hi.. who keepe a stable 
of moat &erviceable horaes_ 

He fomisheth and prepareth IJimself itt peace 
against time of war, lest it be too late t& Ieua 

, when his skiD is to be used. He approves hi .... 
seW courageous when brought to the trial, as weB 
remembering the custom which- is used at the 
creation of Knights of the Bath, whereia the kinta 
IDUter-cook cometh forth, and pre~teth hie 
great knife to the new-made knights, admonish­
ing them to be faithfal and valiant, otherwise he 
tltreatens them that that very knife is prep8red 
to cut off their spurs. 

If the commission of the peace finds him out, 
he faithfully discharges it. I say, finds him out; 
fOr a public office is a guest which receives the 
best usage from them who never invited it. And 
though he declined the place, the country knew 
to prize his worth, who would be ignorant of his 
own. He eompounds many petty differences be­
twist his neighbors, which ar~ easier ended itt 
his own porch than in Westminster-Hall: for many 
people think, if once they have fetched a'warrant 
from a justice, they have given earnest to follow 
the suit, though otherwise the matter be ~ mean 
that the next night's sleep would have bound boda 

, . 
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parties to the peace, and made them as good 
mends as eYer be.re. Yet 

He connives not at the smothering of punisha­
ble &alts. lie bates that practice, as common 
as ftDgerous amongst .oomatry people, whe hal''' 

ing reoeived agai,' the goods wbiob were stolen 
&om them, partly out of fooliSh pity, and partly 
out of covetousness to save charges in Pl'OBeCuo. 
.. the law, let the thief escJPII unpunished. 
Tbl18wbilBt private losses are repaired, tble wounds 
to &be commonwealth (in the breach of the laws) 
are left uncured: and thus petty lareenet's are 
encouraged into felons, and afterwards are hang • 

. ad for pounds, beca1l8e never whipped for pence j 
who, if tbey had felt the cord, had never been 
lnught to the halter. 

If ohosen a member of parliament, he is ·willing 
to do his country service. It he be no rhetori­
oian to raile affections (yea Mercury was a 
gntater speaker than Jupiter himlielf'), he oounte 
it great wooom to be the good manager of yea 
and nay. The slow pace ofbis judpJeot is reo­
ompemed by tbe swift foUO'IFing of his aft"ectioM, 
when his judgment is once BOundly informed. 
And here we leave him in consultation, wishing 
him with the Mit of his honorable aoeiety all hap­
PJ lucoeIB. 
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THE VIRTUOUS LADY. 

To desoribe a holy state without·a rirtuoaa 
lady therein, were to paint out a year without & 

spring: we come therefore to her character. 
She sets not her face 80 often by her glass, as 

she composeth her soul by God's word. Which 
hath all the excellent qualities of a glass intleed. 

1. It is clear; in all points necessary tosain­
tion, except to such whose eyes are blinded. 

2. It is true; not like those false glasses some 
ladies dress themselves by. And how OOIDJDOll • 

is flattery, when even glasses have learnt to be 
parasites I 

3. It is large; presenting all spots cap-a-pie, 
behind and before, within and withouL 

4. It is durable; though in one sense it is 
broken too often (when God's laws are neglected), 
yet, it will last to break them that break it, and 
one tittle thereof shall not fall to the ground. 

o. This glass hath power to smooth the wrink­
les, cleanse the spots, and mend the faults it 
discovers; 

She walks humbly before God in all religious 
duties. Humbly; for she well knows that the 
strongest Christian is like the city of Rome, 
which was never besieged but it was taken; aad 
the best wat. without God's assistance, would be 

l 
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as often foiled as tenipted. She is moat constant 
anddiligeat at her hours of private prayer. Queen 
Catharine Dowager never lmeeled on a cushion 
wben she was at her devotions: this matters' not 
at all; our lady is more careful of her heart than 
of her kneee, that her 80ul be settled aright. 

She is careful and DlO8t tender of her credit 
aod reputation. There is a tree in Mexicana 
which is 80 exceedingly tender, that a man c ..... 
not touch any of his branches, but it withers 
presently. A lady's credit is of equal nice-­
BeIIII, a small touch may wound and kill it j which 
makes her very cautious what company she keeps. 
The Latin tongue seems somewhat injurious to 
the feminine sex; for whereas therein " amic\ls" 
is a friend, " arnica" always signifies a sweetheart; 
as if their sex in reference to men .. were not ca­
pable of any other kind of familiar friendship, 
but in way to marriage: which makes, our lady 
avoid all privacy with suspicious company. 

Yet is she not more careful of her own credit, 
tban of God's glory;' and stanc:t8 up Yaliantlyin 
the defence thereof. She hath read hew at the 
coronation of King Richard the Second, Dame 
Margaret Dimock, wife to Sir John Dimoek,came­
into tlie court, and claimed the . place to be the 
king'~ champion, by the v~rtue of the tenure of 
ber. manor of ScrineJby in LineolnlJhire, to cbal­
lenge and defy all suoh as opposed the king' It 



JIiIbt .. the' CIOwa:. But if our J.., hean any 
tpakiag dilgr8caiblly of GCNI or reliput, she 
GJDD .. lterseif bound '1 bef tenure (wbereby sbe 
holda poueuioa of.grace bere, ItJId reveniea of 
glory hereafter) to alJllert and vindicate the hon­
or,oftlle.King of HeaVlell, whose clmmpion she 
p_16eth to be. One rna, be a lamb in private 
WIODp, but in hearing geperal aflroDls to good­
.", .• , are use. which are not Jioos. 

Sbe is pitiful and bountiful to people in die­
...... We read how a daughter of tb. Dab 
olEater, inl'emed a brake or cruel rack to tor. 
ment people widlal, to which purpose it wae 10Dg 
Je118"ed, and often used in the Tower of Lon­
don, and commonly called (was it DOt fit 10 pre.,. 
a babe should bear her mother's HIM ') the Dute 
of Eater'. Daughter. MetbiBks the finding eut 
of a aah'e to eale poor people ill pain, had berne 
better pt'OpMtion to her ladyship-, thaD to haTe 
been the iDvaDtor of instruments of cruelty. 

She il a good eebolar, and welilear-.ed ill use­
feI a .... OIII. Indeed as in purehases a house ill 
Yalaed at nothi1tg. hecawie it returneth DO proAt, 
and r .... great char~ to Maiawn it; .. fbr 
.. same rease .. , learDiag in a woman is bat li .. 
tle to be prized. But 811 tOr great ladies, who. 
ooght to be a cGIlheoee of all rarities and per.. 
Motions, lOme leuniag in them ie DOt 0.-11 use-­
tw1 but nece~1' 
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In di8coarae, ller words are rather fit than fiae, 

vety choice and yet not ohoeen. Though her 
laDpage be not gaudy, yet the plaiaDe88 thereof 
pIeuetb, it is so proper, ad handsomely put 011. 

Some, harinR a set of fiae phrases, will hazard 
ao impertineocy to use them all, as tkinking tbey 
pTe &111 satisfaction, mr dragging in the matter 
by head and shoulders, if they dreu it in quaint 
expteBBioDB. Others often repeat the, same things, 
the Platonic year of tbeir disoourBes being DOt 

•• bcn·e three days loog, in whiob term all the same 
matter returas over apia, thr~dbare talk ill sqit.­
iDg with tbe variety of their olothes. 

She afteets not the vaaity of foolish tUhion.; 
but is deoently apparelled according to her state 
aDd oondition. He that should have· guessed 
the bigne88' of Alexander's soldiers, by their 
shields Jeft in India, would muoh overproporUOIl 
their true greatoeu. But w bat ~ vast overpWD 
creature would some gueu a woman to be, taking 
hi. aim by the multitude aod variety of olothes 
aad ora aments, which some of them use : in80-

- auaoh as the anCient Latins oalled a woman's 
wardrobe, "mundus," a world; wherein notwith­

-standing wu muoh "terra incognita," then un­
discovered, bllt sinee found out by the ouriosity 
of modern fasbioo-mongers. We find a map of 
tllia world drawn by God's spirit, Isaiah iii. 18, 
wherein ODe and twenty women's ornaments (aD 
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nperduo,us) :are reckoned up, whieh at this day 
are much increased. 'rhe mooDS, there mention­
ed, which they wore on their heads, malt see~ 
since grown to the full in the luxury of after ages. 

She is contented with that beauty which God . 
hath given her. If very handsome, no whit the 
more proud, but far the more thankful: if un­
handsome, she labors to better it in the virtues of 
her mind; that what is but 'plain cloth without, 

, may be rich plush within. Indeed such natural 
defects as hinder her comfortable serving of God . 
in her calling, may be amended by art; 'and any 
member of the body being defective, may there­
by be lawfully supplied. Thus glass eyes may 
be used, though not for seeing, for sightliness. 
But our lady detesteth all adulterate complexions, 
finding no precedent thereof in the Bible save 
one, and her so bad, that ladies would blush 
through their paint, to m,!-ke her the pattern of 
their imi~ation. Yet are there many that think 
the grossest fault in painting, is to paint grossly, 
(making their faces with thick daubing, not only 
new pictures, but ,new statues), and that the great­
est sin therein, is to be discovered. 

In her marriage she principally respects virtue, 
and religion, and next that, other accommoda­
tions, as we have formerly discoursed ~f. And 
ahe is careful in match, not to bestow herself un­
worthily beneath her own degree t(t an ignoble 
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person, except in case of necessity. Thus the 
gentlewomen in Champaigne in France, some', 
three hundred years since, were enforced to m~­
ry yeomen and farmers, because all the nobility in 
that country were slain in the wars, in the two 
voyages of King Louis to Palestine : 'and there­
upon ever since by custom and privilege, the 
gentlewomen of Champaigne and Brie ennoble 
their husbands, and give them honor in marrying 
them, how mean soever before. 

Though pleasantly affected, she is not tran!,," 
ported with court delights; as in their stately 
masques and pageants. By degrees she is brought 
from delighting in such masques, only to be COil'" 

tented to see them, and at last, perchance, could 
desire to be excused from that also. 

Yet in her reduced thoughts she makes all the 
sport she' hath' seen earnest to herself:. it must be 
a dry flower indeed out of which this bee sUQks 
no honey: they are tbe ~est Origens, who do al­
legorize all earthly vanities into heavenly truths. 
When she remembereth how suddenly the scene 
in the masque was altered (almost before moment 
itself could take notice of it), sbe considereth, how 
quickly mutable all things are in this world, God 
ringing the changes on all accidents, and making 
them tunable to his glory: the lively represent-

, ing of things So curiously, that nature herself 
might grow jealous of art, in out-doing her, minds 
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qur lady to make sure work with her own aoul. 
IMiag hypocrisy may be 80 like to sincerity. 
But 0 what a wealthy exehequer of heaeties did 
abe there behold, Beveral f~ IIlO8t different, 
.JllGllt excellent' (so great is the variety even in 
bests), what a rich mine of'jewels above ground. 
aU so brave, 80 costly! To give eourt-masquel 
tlIeir due, of all the bubbles in this world, they 

. have the greatest variety of fine colors. But aU 
is quickly llnded: this is the spite of the world, 
jf ever she aft"ordeth fine ware, she always pinch­
etll it in the measure, and it lasts not long. But 
oh, thinks our lady, how glorious a plaee i. hea­
YeD, wbere there are joys forevermore. If a 
'herd of kine should meet together to fancy and 
define happiness, they would place it to consist 
in fine pastures, sweet grass, clear water, sha- { 
dowy groves, eonstao,. summer; but if any wio­
ter, then warm shelter and dainty hay, with com­
pany after their kind, counting these low things 

I the highest happiness, because their conceit can 
reach no higher. Little .better do the heathen 
poets describe heaven, paving it with pearl, and 
roofing it with stars, filling it with gods and god­
desses, and allowing them to drink (as if without 
it no poet's paradise) nectar and ambrosia; hea­
VeD indeed bt;:ing " poetarum dedecus," the shame 
of poets, imd the disgrace of all their hyperboles, 
falling as far short of truth herein, as they go be-
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yoDtI it in other labletr. However' the sight of 
such glorious earthly speetacles, ad1'aDtageth oar­
lady's conceit by infinite maitiplication thereof 
to COD8ider of heaven. 

Sire reade constant lectures tG herself' of her 
own mortality. To SDieli to a turf of frellb ea:rtl'r 
is whoJelOme Cor- the body; De lees are tboaglrtlt 
of mortality cordial to the lOul. .. Earth thou. art, 
to earth tb&o shalt return." The eight of' death 
when it OOII1eth will ueither be 80 terrible to her, 
nor so mange, who hatb bmerly often .beheld 
it in her eerious meditationll. With Job IIhe saitb 
to the worm, "Thou art my siater~" If fair ladie. 
IICOrn to own the worms their kindred in thia life, 
their kindred will be bold to challenge them when 
dead in their graves: for. when the lOul (ilie beat 
perfume of the body) is departed from it, it .,. 
comes IIG noisome a ear~ that IIh01lld I make 
a description of the loa~mene88 thereof, some 
daiaty dames would hold their- D08eII- in readiQa 
it. 

To conelwte : we read bow Heury, a Germall 
prine&, W88 admonished by revelation to I!Iearch 
tor a writing in an old wall, which IIhoald nearly 
concern him. wherein he found only thee two' 
words written, POST SU:, qfWr siz. Whefe.. 
UpoD Henry coaeeived that his death was Qwe.. 
told, which after fix days IIhould ensue, whioh 
.. biQl pus those days in eonstaat preparatioa 
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for the same. But finding the six days put with­
out the etrect he expected, he aucce88ively perse­
vered in bis godly resolutions six weeks, six 
months, six years, and on the first day of the.sev­
enth' year, the prophecy was fulfilled, tbougb 
otherwise than he interpreted it; for thereupon 
be W8B chosen Emperor of Germany, having be-' 
fore gotten such a habit of piety, that he per­
sisted in his religious course forever after. Thus 
our lady hath so inured herself" all the days of 
lier appointed time to wait till her change com­
eth," that expecting it every hour, she is always 
provided for that, than which nothing is more 
eertain or uncertain. . 

THE WISE STATESMAN. 

To deseribe the statesman at large, is the su .... 
ject r!lther of a volume than a chapter, and is as 
far beyond my power, as wide of my profession. 
We will not launch into the deep, but satisfy our­
selves to sail by the shore, and briefly observe his 
carriage towards God, his king, himself, home­
persoDS, and foreign princes. 

He counts the fear of God the beginning of 
wisdom; and therefore esteemeth DO project 
profitable, which is not lawful; nothing politic, 
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which erosseth piety. Let not any plead for the 
contrary, Hushai's dealing with Absalom, which 
strongly savored of double-dealing; for what is 
a question cannot be an argument, seeing the 
lawfulnesB of his deed therein was never decided; 
and he is unwise that will venture the st,ate of 
his soul on the litigious title of such ad example. 
Besides, we must live by God's precepts, not by 
the godly's practice. And though God causeth 
sometimes the sun of success to shine as well on 
bad as good projects, yet commonly wicked ac­
tions end in shame at the last. 

In giving counsel to his prince, he had rather 
displease than hurt him. Plain dealing is one 

, of lhe daintiest rarities ca~ be presented to some 
princes, as being novelty to them all times of the 
year. The philosopher could say," Quid omnia 
possidentibus deeet? IlIe qui verum dieat.'-' 
Wherefore our statesman seeks to undeceive his 
prince from the fallacies ot: flatterers, who by 
their plausible persuasions have bolstered up 
their crooked counsels, to make them seem 
straight in the king's eyes. 

He is constant, but not obstinate in the advice 
he gives. Some think it beneath a wise man to 
alter their opinion; a maxim both false and 
dangerous. We know what worthy Father wiote 
his own retractation; and it matters not though 
we go ~ck from our word, so we go forward in 

E 
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the truth and a sound judgment. Such a one 
changeth not his main opinion, whieh ever was , 
this, to embrace that course which upen mature 
-deliberation shall appear unto him the most 
advised. As for his carriage towards himself, 

He taketh an exact survey of his own defects 
and perfections. As for the former, his weak­
nesses and infirmities he doth carefully aDd 
wisely conceal : sometimes he covers them over 
with a cautious confidence, and presents a fair 
hilt, but keeps the sword in the sheath which 
wanteth an edge. . But this he manageth with 
much art, otherwise, being betrayed,· it would 
prove most ridiculous, and it would make brave 
music to his enemies, to hear the hissing of an 
empty bladder when it'is pricked. -

His known perfections he seeks modestly to 
cloud and obscure. It is needless to show the 
sun shining, which will break out of itself. Not 
like our fantastiC3, who, having a fine watch, draw 
aU occasions to draw it out to be seen. Yea, 
because sometimes be cODeealeth his sufficiency 
in sueh things, wherein ·others know he hath 
ability, he shall therefore be thought at other 
times to have ability in those matters wherein 
indeed be wants it, men interpreting ~im therei~ 
rather modestly to dissemble, than to be defec­
tive. Yet wheu just occasion is offered, he 
.hows his perfeetions soundly, though seldoms 
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and then graeeth them out to the best advan. 
tage. 

In disCC)urse, he is neither too free, nor over­
reserved, but observes a mediocrity. His hall is 
common to all comers, but his closet is locked. 
General matters he is as liberal to impart, as 
careful to conceal importancies. Moderate li~ 
erty in speech inviteth and provoketh liberty to 
be used agam, where a ClQnstant closeness makes 
all suspect him; aud his company is burthen­
some that liveth altogether on the expenses of 
others, and will layout nothing himself. Yea, 
who will barter intelligence with him, that re­
turns no' considerable ware in exchange? 

He trusteth not any with a secret which may 
endanger his estate. For if he tells it to his ser­
vant, he makes him his master; if to his friend, 
he enables ·him tp be a foe, and to undo him at 
ple~ure, whose secrecy he must buy at the par­
ty's own price; and if ever he shuts his purse, 
the other opens his mouth. Matters of inferior 
consequence he will communicate to a fast friend, 
and crave his advice; for two eyes see more 
than one, though it be never so big, and set (as 
in Polyphemus) in the midst of the forehead. 

He is careful and provident in the managing 
of his private estate. Excellently Ambrose, "An 
idoneum putabo qui mihi det consilium, qui non 
d~t sibi 1" 'Well may princes suspect those state .. 

B2 
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IDea oot to be wise in the business of the C0M­

monwealth, who are fools in ordering their own 
affairs. Our politician, if he enlargeth not his 
OWB estate, at least keeps it in good repair. As 
for avaricious courses, he disdaineth them. Sir 
Thomas More, though some years Lord ChaD.­
cellor of England, scarce left his SOD Dve aDd 
twenty pounds a year more than his father left 
him. And- Sir Henry Sidney (father to Sir Phi­
lip) being Lord President of Wales and Ireland, 
got not one foot of land in either cOuntry, rather 
seeking -after theeommon good than his private 
profit. I must confess the last age produced an­
English statesman, who was the picklock of the 
cabinets of foreign princes, who, though the wis­
est in his time and way, died poor and indebted 
to private men, though not so much as the whole 
kingdom was indebted to him. But such an ac­
cident is rare; and a small hospital will hold 
those statesmen who have impaired their meos, 
not by their private carelessness, but carefulness 
for the public. As for his carriage towards 
home-persons, 

He studieth men's natures, first reading the 
title-pages of them by the report of fame, but 
credits not fame's relations to the full. Other­
wise, as in London Exchange one shall overbuy 
wares, who gives half the price at first demanded, 
10 he that believeth the moiety of tame may be-
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lieve too much. Wherefore, to be more accu­
rate, 

He reads the chapters of men's natures (chief­
ly his concurrents and competitors) by the re­
ports of their friends and foes, making aUowahce 
for their engagements, not believing all in the 
mass, but only what he judioiously extr~~th. 

/ Yet virtues confessed by their foes, and vices ae­
knowledged by their friends, are commonly true. 
The best intelligence., if it can be obtained, is 
from a fugitive privado. 

But the· most legible character and truest 
edition wherein he reads a man, is in his own 
occasional openings; and that in these three 
eases. 

l. When the party discloses himself in his 
wine; for though it be unlawful to practise on 
any to make them drunk, yet no doubt one may 
make a good use of another maD's abusing him­
self. What they say of the herb brnaria, cere­
moniously gathered at some set times, that laid 
upon any lock, it makes it fly open, is most true 
of drunkenness, unbolting the most important 
secrets. 

2.' When he discovereth himself in his pas­
sions. Physicians., to make some small veins in 
their patients' arms plump and fun, that they 
may see them the better to let them blood, use 
to pUt them into hot water: so the heat of passion 

E3 
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presente~h many invisible veins in men's hearts 
to the eye of the beholde1 j yea, the sweat of /Ul­

ger washeth off their paint, and makes them ap­
pear in their true colors. 

3. When aeeidentally t,hey bolt ou, speeches 
unawares to themselves. More hold is then to 
be taken of a few words casually uttered, than 
of set solemn sPeeches, which rather show men's 
arts than their natures. as indited rather from 
their brains than hearts. The drop of one word' 
may show more than the stream of a whole 
oration j and our statesman, by examining such 
fugitive passages (which have stolen on a sudden 
out of the party's mouth), arrives at his best in­
telligence. 

In court-factions he keeps himself in a free 
neutrality. Otherwise to engage himself need· 
lessly were both folly and danger. When Fran· 
cis the First, King of France, was . consulting 
with his caiJtains how to lead his army over the 
Alps into Italy, whether. this way or that ..way, 
Amarill his fool sprung out of a corner j where 
he sat unseen, and bade them rather take care 
which way they should bring their army out of 
Italy back again. Thus is it easy for one to 
interest and embark himself in others' quarrels, 

. but much difficulty it is to be disengaged from 
them afterwards. Nor will our statesman entitle 
himself a party in any feminine discords, know­
ing that women's jars breed men's wars. 
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Yet he counts neutrality profaneness in such 
matters wherein God, his prince, the church, or 
'state are concerned. Indeed," he that meddleth 
with strife not belonging unto him is like one 
that taketh a: dog by the ears." Yet, if the dog 
worrieth a sheep, we may, yea, ought to rescue it 
tiom his teeth, and must be champions for inno­
cence when it is overborne with might. He that 
will stand neuter in such matters of moment, 
wherein his calling commands him to be a party, 
with Servilius in Rome, will please neither side; 
of whom the historian says, " P. Servilius medium 
se gerendo, nec plebis vitavit odium, nee apud 
patres gratiam inivit." And just it is with God, 
that they should be strained in the twist, who 
stride so wide as to set their legs in two opposite 
sides. . Indeed, an upright shoe may fit both feet, .. 
but I never saw a glove that would serve both 
hands. Neutrality in matters of an indift'erent 
nature may fit well, but never suit well in impor- , 
tant matters, of far dift'erent conditions. 

He is the centre wherein lines of intelligence· 
meet from all foreign countries. He is careful 
that his outlandish instructions be full, true, and 
speedy; not with the sluggard telling for news 
at noon, that the sun is risen. But more largely 
hereof in the Ambassador, hereafter. 

He refuseth all underhand pensions tiom for­
eign princes. Indeed, honorary rewards received 
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with the approbation of his sovereign, may be 
lawful, and less dangerous. For although even 
such gifts tllcitly oblige him by way of gratitude 
to do all good offices to that fOreign prince whose 
pensioner he is; yet his counsels pass not but 
with an open abatement, in regard of his kno~n 
engagements; and 80 the state is armed against 
the advice of such, who are well known to lean 
to one side. But secret pensions, which flow 
from foreign princes, like the river- Anas in 
Sp&in, under ground, not known or discerned, 
are -most mischievous. The receivers of such 
will play under-board at the council table; and 
the eating and digesting of such outlandish food 
will by degrees fiU their veins with outlandish 
blood, even in their very hearts. 

His master-piece is in negotiating for his own 
master with foreign princes. At Rhodes there 
was' a contention betwixt Apelles and Protogenes, 
corrivals in the mystery of limning. Apelles 
with his pencil drew a very slender even line; • 
Protogimes drew another more small and slende,.. 
in the mid~t thereof with another color; ApeUes 
again with a third line of a different color drew 
througij the midst of that Protogenes had made, 
" nullum relinquens amplius suhtilitati locum." 
Thus our statesman traverseth matters, doubling 
and redoubling in 'his foreign negotiations with 
the politicians of other princes, winding and 
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intrenching themselves mutually within the 
thoughts each of other, till at last our statesman 
leaves no degrees of subtilty to go beyond him. 

To' conclude; some plead that dissembling is 
lawful in Itate-craft, upon the preluppolition, 
that men must meet with pthel1l whioh dilsemble. 
Yea, they hold, that thus to counterfeit, .. se de­
fendendo," againlt a crafty oorrival, is no sin, 
but a just punishment on our adversary, who fil1lt 
began it. And therefore statesmen sometimes 
must use crooked shoes, to fit hurled feet. Be­
sides, the honest politician would quickly be 
beggared, if, receiving black money fiomcheat­
ers, he pays them in good silver, and not iii their 
o,wn coin back aga~. For my part, I confesa 
that herein I rather see what than whither to 
fly; neith'lr able to answer their arguments, nor 
willing to allow their practice. But what shall 
I say1 _They need to have steady heads who can 
dive into these gulfs of policy, and come out 
with a safe conscience. I will look no longer 
on these whirlpools of state, lest my pen turn 
giddy. 
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• THE AMBASSADOR. 

HB is one that represents his king in a foreign 
country (as a deputy doth in his own dominions), 
under the assurance of the publio faith, authoriz­
ed by the law of n~tions. He is either extraor­
dinary, for some one affair, with time limited; or, 
ordinary, for general matters, during his prinoe's 
pleasure, commonly oalled a legier . 

• He is born, made, or at leastwise qualified 
honorably, both for the honor of the sender ant! 
him to whom he is sent; espeoially if the solem­
nity of the aotion wherein he is employed, con­
sisteth in ceremony, and magnifioenoe. Louis 
the Eleventh, King of France, is suffioiently con­
demned by posterity, for sending Oliver his bar­
ber in an embassage to a princess, who so trimly 
despatched his business, that he left it in the 
suds, and had been well washed in the river at 
Ghent for his pains, if his feet had not been tbe 
more nimble. 

He is of a proper, at least passable person. 
Otherwise, if he be of a contemptible presenoe, 
he is absent whilst he is present; especially if 
employed in love-businesses to advance a mar­
riage. Ladies will dislike the body for a deform­
ed shadow. The jest is well known: when the 
State of Rome sent two ambassadors, the one 
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baving scars on his head, the other lame in his 
feet, "Mittit populus Romanus legationem qUill 

'nec caput habet, nec pedes," the people of Rome 
'send an embassy without head or feet. 

. He hath a competent estate whereby to main-' 
tain his port: for a great poverty is ever suspect­
ed j and he that hath a breach in his estate, liell 
open to be assaulted with bribes. Wherefore his 
means 'ought at least to be sufficient, both to de­
fray set and constant charges, as also' to make 
sallies and excursions of exp'enses on extraordina­
ry occasions, which we may call supererogations 
of state. Otherwise, if he be indigent and suc­
ceed a bountiful predecessor, he will seem a fal­
low field after a plentiful crop. 

He is a passable scholar, well travelled in coun­
tries and histories j well studied in the pleas of 
the Crown, I mean not such as are at home, be­
twixt, his sovereign and his subjects, but abroad 
betwixt his and foreign princes j to this end he is 
well skilled in the imperial laws. Common 

• law itself is out-Iawed beyond the seas; wlJich 
though a most true, is too short a measure of right, 
and reacheth not foreign kingdoms. ' 

He well understandetb the language of that 
country to which he is sent j and yet he desires 
rather to seem ignorant of it, (if such a simula­
tion, which stands neuter betwixt a truth and a 
lie, be lawful), anet that for these reasons: first, 
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beeause thougb he can speak it never 80 exactly, 
his eloquence therein will )Je bUt stammeriDg, 

, compared to the ordinary talk of the natives: 
Recondly, hereby he shall in a manner stand in­
visible, and view others; and as Joseph's deameSs 
heard all the dialogues betwixt his brethren, 10 

. his not owning tQ understand the language, 'shall 
expose their talk the more open unto him: third-' 
I" he shall have the more advantage to speak and 
negotiate in his own language; at the leastwise,­
ifhe cannot make them come over to him, he may 
meet them in tne midway, in the Latin, a speech 
common to all learned nations. 

He gets his commission and instructions well 
ratified and confirmed before he sets forth. Other­
wise it is the worst prison to be commission­
bound. -And seeing he must not jet out the 
least penthouse beyond his foundation, he had 
best well survey the extent of his authority. 

He furnisheth himself with fit officers in his 
family. Especially he is careful in ohoosing 

1. A secretary, honest and able, careful to c0n­

ceal counsels, and not such a one as will let drop 
out of bis mouth, whatsoever is poured in at his 
ear: yea, the head of every ambassador sleeps on 
the bieast of his seoretary • 

. 2. A steward, wise and provident, sucb as can 
temper magnificence with moderation,judicious­
ly fashioning his ordinary expenses with his mas-

, 
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ter's estatle, reB8ning • spar., for all eveats and 
aeeldental occasions, aod mu4ng aU things to 
paY with decellCY, without oy rudeD8U, noise, 
or dillOrder'. . 

Be I8a8Onably presents his embassage, and 
demands andienee. Such is the fresh nature of 
solDe embuiages, if DOt spent preaently, theY' 
seent ill. Thus it is ridiculous to eondole griets 
almost bgotten; for (beaides tbat with a cruel 
oourteay it makes their sorrows bleed afresh) it 
fooli~y II8eIDI to teach one to take that, wlJich 
he hath tb11Derly digeated. When some Trojan 
aMbassadors came to comthrt Tiberius CIBI!8.l for 
the 1088 of his SOb, dead well nigh a twelvemonth, 
before,; "and 1," said the Emperor, 41 am very lOr­
ry fOr your grief for tbe death of your Hector, 
slain by Achilles a tbousand years since." 

. Coming to have audience, he applieth himself 
only to tbe prince to whom he is sent. When 
Chancellor Morville, ambalsador from the French 
King, delivering his message to Philip, Duke of 
Burgundy, Wal interrupted by Charles, the Duke's 
son, " I am sent," said be, "not to treat with you, 
bnt with your father." And our Mr. Wade is 
highly commended, that being lent by Queen 
. Elizabeth to Philip, King of Spain, he would not 

. be turned over to the Spanish Privy Council, 
(whose greateat grandees were dwarfs in honor 
to his Q,ueeD) but would either hue audience 
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nom the king himself, or would ret111'll without 
it. And yet afterwards our ambB88ador knows 
(if desirous that his businesa should take effect) 
bow and when to make his secret and under­
hand addresses to such potent favorites, as strike­
the stroke in the state; it often happening in co.. 

. monwealths, that the master's mate steers the ship 
thereof more than the master himself. 

In delivering his meuage, he complies with 
the garb and guise of the country; either longer, 
briefer, more plain, or more flourishing, as it is 
mOlt aceeptable4lo such, to whom he directs his 
speech. The Italians (whose country is called 
" the country of good words") love the circuitBOf 
courtesy, that an ambassador should not, as a 
sparrow-hawk, fly outright to his prey. and med­
dle presently with the matter in hand; but witll 
the noble falcon, mount in language, soar high, 
fetch compasses of compliment, and then in due 
time stoop to game, and seize on the b1lsinesa 
propounded. Clean. contrary the Switzers (who 
sent word to the King of France, not to send 
ihem an ambassador with store of words, but a 
treasurer with plenty of money) count all words 
quite out, which are not straight on, have an 
antipathy against eloquent language; the flow­
ers of rhetoric being as offensive to them, as 
sweet perfumes to such as are troubled with the 
mother. Yea, geoeraUy. pea.t soldiers have their 
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stomachs &harp set to feed on the matter, loathing' 
long speeclies, as wherein they conceive them­
selves to lose time, in which they could conquer 
half a country; and, counting bluntJIess their 
best"eioquence, love to be accosted in their own 
kind. 

He commands himselfnot to admire anything 
presented unto him. He looks, but DOt gyeth, 
on foreign magaifieence (as country clewlls on a 
city), .beholding them with a familiar eye, as 
chaUengingold acquaintance, having known them 
long before. If he be surprisI!P with II. sudden 
wonder, he so orders. it, that though his soul 
within feels an admiration, none can perceive it 
without in his co1:lDtenance. For, 

1. It is inconsistent with the steadiness of his 
gravity, to be startled with a wonder. 

2. Admiration is the' daughter of ignorance: 
whereas he ought to be so r.ead in the world, as 
to be posed with no rarity. 
, 3. It is a tacit conf{lssion (if he wonders at, , 
state, 1Itrength, or wealth) that herein his own 
master's kingdom is far surpassed. And yet he 
will not slight and neglect such worthy sights as 
he beholds, which would savor too much of sul­
lenness, and self-addiction, things ill beseeming 
.is noble spirit. 

He is zealous of the :least punctilios of his mas­
ters honor. Herein't is most true, the Jaw of 
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IJonor " servanda in apicibus: " yea, .a toy may 
be real, and a point may be ell8ential to the sense 
of lOme sentences, and worse to be spared thaD 
lOme whole letter. Great kings wrestle together 
by the strength and nimblenen of their ambas- , 
sadors; wherefore amhall8adors are careful to 
afford DO advantage to the adverse party; and 
qlutually no more hold is given, than what is got­
ten, lest the fault of the ambassador be drawn into 
precedent, to the prejudiee of his master. He 
that abroad will lose an hair of his king's honor, 
deserves to lose Jais own head when he comes 
home. 

He appears not violent in desiring anything he 
would effect; but with a seeming carelessDen 
most carefully advaneeth his master's business. 
If employed to conclude a peace, he represents 
his master as indHrerent therein for 'his own part, 
·but that desiring to spare christian blood, prepon­
clerates him for peace, whose conlcienee, not 
purse or arms, are weary of the war: he entreats 
not, but treats for an accord, fur their mutual 
good. But if the ambassador declareth himself 
zealous for it, perchanee he may be forced to buy 
'hose conditioDi which otherwise would be given 
him. 

He is constantly and eertainly infurmed of all 
'paiaages in his own country. What a shame is 
it. Cor hiI1l to be a lItnUger to his natin aIiUr.! 
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Besides, it guUs and ramOH &om bis eountry be 
raised on purpose to amUBe our ambassador, he 
father smiles than starts at these false vizards, 
wbo, by private instructions tiom bome, knows 
the true face of his country~state. 'And lest biB 
master's secretary should fail him herein, he 
counts it thrift to cast away BOme pounds yearly 
to BODle· private tiiend in the court, to send him 
true information of aU home-remark abies . 

. He carefully returns good intelligence to his 
master that employeth him. 

1. Speedy; not being such a slugg8.rd as to 
write for news at noon, that the sun is risen. 

2. True; 80 far fortb as may be; else he 
stamps it with a mark of uncertainty or suspicion. 

3. Full; not filling the paper, but informing 
those to whom it is written. 

4. Material; not grinding his advices too small, 
to ·frivolous particulars of love-toys, and private' 
brawls, as one layeth it to the charge of Francis 
Guicciardine's. History, II Minutissima queque 
narrat, parum ex lege aut dignitate historie." 
And yet such particulars, which are too mean to 
be l!Ierved up to the oouncil-tabre, may make a 
feast for la,dies, or other his friends; and there­
fore to such our ambassador relates them by his 
private letters. 

5. Methodical; DOt ranning on aU in a con­
tin~ strain, but stopping at the stages of diWer. 
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ent bUlineues to brea.tbe himself and the reader, 
aod to take and begin a new sentence. 

6. Well peJlbed, clear and plain";,not hunting 
after language, but teaching words tbeir distance 
to wait on his matter, intermingling Sententious 
speecJMIs sparingly, lest seeming affected. And 
if constrained twice to write the same matter, still 

. he varieth his words, lest he may seem to write 
like notaries, by precedents. 

He will not have his house serve as a- retreat­
ing-place for people suspected and odious, in that 
state wherein he is employed. Much less shall 
his house be a sanctuary for offenders, seeing the 
very horns of God's altar did pusbaway from them 
such notorious malefactors as did fly unto them , 
for protection. 

He is cautious not to practise any treacherous 
act against the prince under whom he lives; lest 
the shield of his embassy prove too small to de­
fend him from the sword of justice, seEling. that 
for such an offence an ambassador is resolved 
into a private man, and may worthily be punish­
ed, as in the cases of Bernardinus Mendoza, and 
the Bishop of Ross. Yea, he will not so much 
as break forth publicly into any discourse, which 
be -ttnows will be distasteful in tbat country where­
in he is employed. Learned Bodin, who some 
seventy years since waited on Monsieur into 
:&ngland, was here, though highly adm.ired for 



TBB AIIBAIIIIAD<*. 141 

his learning, condemned much for 1Ms indiscre­
tion, if his corrival's pen may be credited. ·For 
being feasted at an English Lord's table, he fell 
into the odious discourse, that a princess, mean­
ing Mary Queen of Scots, was after Queen Eliz­
abeth the presumptive inheritrix of the :inglish 
crown, notwithstanding an English law seemed 
to exclude those which are born out of the land; 
" and yet," said he, " I know not wheN this law 
is, for all the diligence that I have u~d to find it 
out." To whom it was suddenly replied; by the 
Lord that entertained him, "you shall find it 
written on the backside of your Salick law:" 
a judicious and biting rebound. 

He is careful of suspicious complying with that 
prince to whom he is sent; as to receive from him 
any extraordinary gifts, much less pensions, 
which carry with them more than an appearance 
of evil. Sir Amias Paulet was so scrupulous 
herein, ~at being ambassador in France in the 
days of Queen Elizabeth, he would not at hili de­
parture receive from the French King the chain of 
gold (which is given of course), till he was halfa 
league out of the city of Paris. 

If he. hath any "libera mandata," unlimited 
instructions, herein his discretion is most admi­
rable. 

But what go I about to do 1 Hereof enough al­
ready, ifnot too much; it better complying with 
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Illy prot'elllion to prac_ St. Paul'. pnoept to 
IDiae own parishioners, "DOW then we are .. 
bullll.dor. for Christ, as though God did beaeech 
you by UB, we pray you, in Cbrist'. stead, be r&­
conciled to God." 

... 



THE HOLY STATE. 

OF HOSPITALITY. 

HOSPITALITY is threefold: for one's family; 
this is of necessity: for strangers; this is cour­
tesy: for the poor; this is charity. Of the two 
latter. 

To keep Ii. disorderly houle is the way to keep 
neither house nor lands. For whilst they keep 
the greatest roaring, their state steals away in 
the greatest silence. Yet, when many consume 
themselves with secret vices, then hospitality 
bears the blame: whereas, it is not the meat but 
the sauce, not the supper but the gaming after 
it, doth undo them. 

Measure not thy entertainment of a guest by 
his estate; but thine own. Because he is a lord, 
forget not that thou art but a gentleman : other-
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wise, if with feasting him thou breakest thyself, 
he will not cure thy rupture, and (perchance) 
rather deride than pity thee. 

When provision (as we say) groweth on the­
same, it is miraculously multiplied. In North­
amptonshire all the rivers of the county are 
bred in it, besides those (Ouse and Charwell), 
it lendeth and sendeth into other shires: so the 
good house-keeper hath a fountain of wheat in 
his field, mutton in his fold, &c. boih to serve 
himself, and supply others. The expense of a 
feast will but breathe him, which will tire another 
of the same estate who buys all by the penny. 

Mean men's palates are best pleased with fare 
rather plentiful than various, solid than dainty. 
Dainties will cost more, and content less, to 
those that are not critical enough to distinguish 
them. 

Occasional entertainment of men greater than 
thyself is better than solemn inviting them. 
Then short warning is thy large excuse : where­
as, otherwise, if ~hou dost not overdo thy estate, 
thou shalt underdo his expectation; for thy feast 
will be but his' ordinary fare. A king of France 
was often pleased in his hunting wilfully to lose 
himself, to find the house of a private park-keep­
er; where going from the school of state-affairs, .' 
he was pleased to make a play-day to himself. 
He brought sauae (hunger) with him, which 
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made coarse meat dainties to his palate. At Jast, 
the park-keeper took beart, and solemnly invited 
the king to bis house, who came with all his 
court, 80 that all tbe man's meat was not a mor­
sel fOr them: "Well," said the park-keeper, "I 
will invite no more kings; '! having learnt the 
difference between princes when they please to 
put on the vizard of privacy, and when they will 
appear like themselves, both in their person and 

, attendants. 
Those are ripe for charity which are withered 

by age or impotency, especially if maimed in 
following their calling j for such are industry's 
martyrs, at least her confessors. Add to these 

# those that with diligence fight against poverty. 
though neither conque!-" till death make it a 
drawn battle. Expect not, but prevent their 
craving of thee j for God forbid the heavens 
should never rain till the earth first opens her 
mouth, seeing some grounds will sooner burn 
than chap., 

The house of correction is the fittest hospital 
for those cripples, whose leg!! are lame through 
their own laziness. Surely Kiog Edward the 
Sixth was as truly charitable in granting Bride­
well for the punishment of sturdy rogues, as ill 
giving St. Thomas's Hospital for the relief of the 
poor. I have done with the sU,bject j only I de­
sire rich men to awaken hospitl!lity, which one 
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saith since the year 1572 hath in a manner been 
.laid asleep in the grave of Edward, Earl of 

- Derby. 

OF JESTING. 

HA.RMLESS mirth is the best cordial against 
the consumption of the spirits: wherefore jesting 
is not unlawful if it trespasseth not in quantity, 
quality, or season. 

It is good to make a jest, but not to make a' 
trade of jesting. The Earl of Leicester, know­
ing that Queen Elizabeth was much delighted 
to see a gentleman dance well, brought the mas­
ter of a dancing-school to dance before her: 
"Pish," said the Queen, "it his profession, 
I will not see him." She liked it not where it 
was a master-quality, but where it attended on 
other perfections. The same may we say of 
jesting. 

Jest not with the two-edged sword of God's 
word. Will nothing please thee to wash thy 
hands in, but the font 1 or to drink healths in, 
but the church chalice ? And know the whole 
art is learnt at the first admission, and profane 
jests will come without calling. If in the trou­
blesome days of King Edward the Fourth a eiti-
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zen in Cheapside was executed &S a traitor, for 
saying be would make his son heir to the croWD, 
though he only meant his own house, having & 

crown for the sign; more dangerous it is to wit­
wanton it with the majesty of God. Wherefore, 
if without thine intention, and against thy will, 
by chance-medley thou hittest Scripture in ordina­
ry discourse, yet fly to the city of refuge, and 
pray to Goll to forgive thee. 

Wanton jests make fools laugh, and wise men 
frown. Seeing we are civilized Englishmen, 
let us not be naked savages in our talk. Such 
rotten speeches are worst in withered age, when 
men. run after that sin' in their words which 
flieth from them in the deed. 

Let not thy jests, like mummy, be made of 
dead men's flesh. Abuse not any that are de­
parted; for to wrong their memories is to rob 
their ghosts of their winding-sheets. • 

Scoff not at the natural defects of any which 
are not in their power to amend. Oh 't is cru­
elty to beat a cripple with his own crutches. 
Neither flout any for his profession, if honest, 
though poor and painful. Mock not a cobbler 
for his black thumbs. 

He that relates another man's wicked jest with 
delight, adopts it to be his own. Purge them 
therefore from their poison. If the profaneness 
may be severed from the wit, it is like a lamprey; 
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take out the striDg in the baek, it may make 
good meat: but if the staple coneeit OODsists in 
profaneness, thea it is a riper, all poison, and 
meddle not with it. 

He that will lose his mend for a jest, deserves 
te die a beggar by the bargain. Yet-some $~ 
their coneeits, like mustard, not good exeept 
they bite. We read that all tbose who were 
born in England the year after the beginning 
of the great mortality, 1349, wanted their four 
~heek-teeth. Sueh let thy jests be, that they 
may not grind the eredit of thy friend, and makt! 
not jests so long till thou becomest one. 

No time to break jests when the heart-stringl 
are about to be broken. No more showing of 
wit when the head is to be eut ott: Like that 
dying man, who, when the priest coming to him 
to give him extreme unction, asked of him where 
his feet were, answered, "at the end of my legs." 
But at I!ueh a time jests are an unmannerly 
"erepitus ingenii:" and let those take heed 
who end here with Demoeritus, that they begia 
not with Heraelitus hereafter. 
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, OF SELF-PRAISING. 

HE whose own worth doth speak, need· not 
speak his own worth. Such boasting ,sounds 
proceed from emptiness of desert: whereas the 
conquerors in the Olympian games did not put 
on the laurels on their own heads, but waited 
till some other did it. Only anchorets that 
want company may crown themselves with their 
own commendations. 

It showeth more wit but no less vanity to 
commend one's self not in a straight Jine but 
by reflection. Some sail to the port of their own 
praise by a side-wind; as when they dispraise 
themselves, stripping themselves naked of what 
is their due, that the modesty of the beholders 
may clothe them with it again; or when they flat­
ter another to his face, tossing the ball to him 
that he may throw it back again to them; or 
when they commend that quality, wherein·them­
selves excel, in another man (though absent) 
whom all know far their inferior in that faculty; 
or lastly, (to omit other ambushes'men set to 
surprise praise), when they send the children of 
their own brain to be nursed by another man,' 
and commend their own works in a third person, 
but if challenged by the company that they were 
authors of them themselves, with their tongues 

• 
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they faintly deny it, and with their fac'!8 strongly 
affirm it. 

Self-praising comes' most naturally 'fMm a 
man when it comes most viol8lltly nom him in 
his OWD defence. For though modesty bind. a 
lIWl's tongae to the peace in this point, yet b&-

~ ing assaulted in his credit, he may stand upon his 
guard, and then he doth not 80 much praise as 
purge himsel£ One braved a gentleman to his 
mce that in skill and valor he came far behiDd 
him; "'tis true," said the other, "for when I 
fought with you, you ran away before me." In 
aueh a case, it was well returned, and without 
any just aspersion of pride: 

He that falls into sin is a man; that grieves 
at it, is a· saint; that boasteth of it, is a devil. 
Yet some glory in their shame, counting .the 
stains of sin the best complexion for their souls. 
These men make me believe it may be true what 
Mandeville writes of the Isle of Somabarre, in 
the East Indies, that all the nobility thereof 
brand their faces with a hot iron in token of 
honor. 

He that boasts of sins never committed is a 
double devil. Some, who would sooner creep 
into a scabbard than draw a sword, boast of their 
robberies, to usurp the esteem of valor; where­
as, Drllt let them be well whipped tOr their lying, 
and as they like that, let them come afterward 
and entitle themselves to the gallows. 
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IT is a good accomplishment to a mID, if fint 
the stoek be well grown whereon. travel is graft"_ 
ed, and these rules observed befOre, in, and after 
bis going abroad. 

Travel not too early, betore thy judgment be ris­
en; lest thou observest rather ShoWI than lOb­

stance, marking alone pageants, pictures, bea. 
tiful boildiDgs, &c. . . ' . 

Get the language (in part) without which key 
thou shalt ullloek little of moment. It is a great 
"advantage to be one's own interpreter.' O~. 
not that the French tongue learnt in England 
must be unIearnt again in France; wr it is 
easier to add than begin, and· to p,<onounce thaD. 

\ 

to speak. 
Be well settled in thine own religion, lest, trat'­

elling out of England into Spain, thou goest' out 
of God's blessing into tile warm lun. They that 
go over maids tOr their religion, will be ravished 
at the sight of the first Popish church they enter 
into. But if first thou be well grounded, 
their fooleries shall rivet thy faith the faster, eod 
travel shall give thee confirmation in that baptism 
thou didst receive at home. 

Know most of the rooms of thy native country 
before thou goelt over the threshold thereof; 
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especially seeing Elclgland presents thee with 80 

. many observables. But late writers lack nothing 
but age, and hOJDe-wonders but distance to make 
them admired. 'T is a tale what Josephus writes 
of the two pillars set up by the sons 'of Seth in 
Syria, the one of brick, fire-proof, the other of 
stone, water-free, thereon engraving many heaven­
ly matters to perpetuate learning in defiance of 
time. But it is truly moralized in our Univer­
sities, Cambridge (of brick), and Oxford (of 
stone), wherein learning and religion are preseri­
ed, and where the worst college is more sight­
worthy than the best Duteh gymnasium. First 
view these, and the rest home-rarities j not like 
those English, that can give a better aeeount 
of Fontainbleau than Hampton-oourt, of the Spa 
than Bath, of Anas in Spain than Mole in Surrey. 

Travel not beyond the Alps. Mr. Aseham 
did thank God that he was but nine days in It.­
aly, wherein he saw in one city (Yeniee), more 
liberty to sin, than in London he ever heard of 
in nine years. That some of our gentry have 
gone thither, and returned tb.enee without infec­
tion, I more praise God's providence than their 
adventure •. 
, To travel from the sun is uncomfortable. Yet 

, the northern parts with much ice have somEl crys.­
tal, and want not their remarkables. 

If thou wilt see much in a little, travel the 
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Low CouDtrieS. Holland is all Europe in an 
Amsterdam-print, for Minerva, Mars, and lin­
cury, 'learning, war, and traffic. 

Be wise in choosing objects, diligent in mark­
ing, careful in remembering of them: yet herein 
men much follow their own humors. One asked 
a barber, who never before had been at the court, 
what he saw there 1 "Oh," said he,. "!be king 
was excellently well trimmed I" Thus merchants 
most mark foreign havens, exchang.es"and marts; 
soldiers note forts, armories, and magazines; 
scholars listen after libraries ... disputations, and 
professors; statesmen observe courts of justice. 
councils, &e. Everyone is partial in his own 
profession. 

Labor to distil and unite into thyself the seat,.· 
tered perfections of selleral nations. But (as it. 
was said of one, who with more industry than 
judgment frequented a college-library, and com­
monly made use of the worst notes he met with ill. 
any authors, that" he weeded the library") many 
weed foreign countries, bringing home Dutch 
drunkenness, Spanish pride, French wantonness, 
and Italian atheism. As for the good herbs, 
Dutch industry, Spanish loyalty, French courte­
sy, and Italian frugality, these they leave behind 
them. Others bring home just nothing; and 
because they singled not themselves from their 
countrymen, though some years beyond sea, were 
never out of England. 
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Continue eonespondency with some- ,choice 
beign friend after thy return j lUI some pro­
fessor or secretary, who virtually it! the whole 
university, or state. 'T it! but a dull Dutch 
iUhion"their '" album amieorum," to make a 
dictionary of their friends' names: but a select­
ed tilmiliar in every country is useful j betwixt 
you tbere may be a letter-exchange. Be sure to 
return as good 'wares as thou receivest, and ac­
quaint him 'with the remark abies of thy own coun­
try, and he will willingly continue the trade, find­
ing it equally gainful. 
, Let discourse rather be easily drawn, than 
willingly flow from thee j that thou mayst not 
seem weak to hold, or desirous to vent news, but' 
content to gratify thy friends. Be sparing in re­
porting improbable truths, especially to the vul­
gar, who instead of ihfQrming their judgments, 
will suspect thy credit. Disdain their peevish 
pride who rail on their native land (whose worse 
taglt is that it bred such ungrateful fools), and in 
all their discourses prefer foreign countries, here­
in showing themselves of kin to the wild Irish, in 
loving their nurses better than their mothers. 
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OF COMPANY • 

. CoMPANY is one of the greatest pleasures of 
the nature orman. For the beams of joy are made 
hotter by reflection, when related to another; and 
otherwise gladness itself must grieve for want of 
one to express itself to. 

It is unnatural (or a man to ~urt and hug sol· 
itariness. It is observed, that the farthest islands 
in the world ate so seated, that there is none so 
remote but that from some shore of it another is­
land or continent may be discerned; as if hereby 
nature invited countri es to a mutual commerce 
one with another. Why then should any man 
atrect to environ himself with so deep and great 
reservedness, as not to communicate with the s0-

ciety of others? And though we pity those who 
made solitariness their refuge in time of perse­
cution, we must condemn such as choose it in 
the Church's prosperity: For well way we count 
him not well in his wits, who will live always . 
under a . bush, because others in a storm shel­
ter themselves under it. 

Yet a desert is better than a debauched com· 
panion. For the wildness of the place is but un­
cheerful, whilst the wildness of bad persons is 
also infectious. Better therefore ride alone than 
have a thiers company. And such is a wicked 

~ 
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man, who will rob thee of precious time, if he 
doth no more mischief. The N azarites who 
might drink no wine, were also forbidden (Num. 
vi. 3,) to eat grapes, whereof wine is made. 
We must not only avoid sin itself, but also the 
causes and oeeasions thereof; amongst which 
bad company (thelimetwigs of the devil) is the 
chief est, especially to catch those natures which, 
like the good-fellow planet Mercury, are most 
swayed ~y others. . 

If thou beest cast into bad company, like Her­
cules, thou must sleep with thy club in thine 
hand, and stand on thy guard. I mean, if against' 
thy will the tempest of an unexpected occa­
sion drives thee amongst such rocks; then be 
thou like the river Dee in Merionethshire in 
Wales, which running through Pinible meer re­
mains entire, and mingles not her streams with 
the waters of the'lake. Though with them, be 
not of them; keep civil communion with them) 
but separate from their sins. And if against thy 
will thou fallest amongst wicked men, know to 
thy comfort thou art still in thy calling, and ther 
fore in God's keeping, who, on thy prayers, will 
preserve thee. 

The company he keep!! is the comment, by 
help whereof men expound the most close and 
mystical man; understanding him for one of the 
eame religion, life, and manners with his asso-
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ciates. And though perchance he be not such a 
one, 't is just he should be counted so for convers­
ing with them. Augustus CIB88.J' came thus to 
discern his two daughters' inclinations: for being 
once at a public show, where much people was 
present, he observed that the grave senators talk­
ed with Livia, but loose youngsters and riotous 
persOns with Julia. 

" He that eats cherries with noblemen shall have 
his eyes spirted out with the stones." This GUt­
landish proverb hath in it an English truth, that 
they who constantly converse with men far above 
their estates, shall reap shame and loss thereby. 
If thou payest nothing, they will count thee a 
sucker, no branch; a wen, no member of their 
company. Ifin payments thou keepest pace with 
them, their long stridQ will soon tire thy short 
legs. The beavers in New-England, when some 
ten of them together draw a stick to the building' 
of their lodging, set the weakest beavers to the 
lighter end of the log, and the strongest take the 
heaviest part thereof: whereas men often lay the 
greatest burthen on the weakest back j and greu 
persons, to teach meaner men to learn their dis­
tance, take pleasure to make them pay for- their 
company. I except such men, who having some, 
excellent quality are gratis very welcome to their­
betters; such a one, though he pays not a permy 

1'2 
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Qf .~e s~, epq~. e.-aQUp i .. le»di", them hi. 
ti~e alIA 4~se. . 

TQ aWoot always to he t~ best Qf the oompa.. 
~, "rgoes a base qisposi~iw\. ~ld a1w-aYr;l worn 
in, tl1e W11Jl8 purse with silver. lOBeI! both of the 
color ud weight j and so to 'l9Ilverse always 
with iDf6l'iors degrades. a maD of his worth. Such 
there are that love to be the lords of the ~pa­
ny, whilst tbe rest must be their teBaBU; as if 
~d by their lease ~o approve, praise,;mel ad­
Qlue., wha~v6r they s"!. These, knowing the 
low.~ess. of their parts, love to live with dwarfs, 
thatt!jLey may se~ proper men. '1'0 com,e amongst 
their equals, they COWlt it an abridgment of their 
fr~m; hut to be with their betters, tbey deem 
it tla,t slavery. . 

It is ,x.wJJel)t for QDe to have a library of 
s.cbola~s, especially if th,ey be pl!Lin to be read. 
I QlBaD of a colJlmUllicative nuure, whose dis­
cow-ses are as full as fI.ueDt, and their judgments 
as right a:s tkeir tong~ ready: such men's 
talk shall. b«> thy leetllres. To conolude; good., 
compaJilY· is ~ QDly pl;o1itable whilst a man 
lives., b.u sWllet.imes when. he is dead. For he 
that was bQ.J;ied. with the boaes. of Elisha, by a 
posthumou,s miracle, of lkat Prophet, ieoovered 

, bis li~ by lodgi,og with suOO. a gravEl-fellow. 
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OF APPAREL. 

CLOTHBS are for necessity; warm clothes for 
heahh; cleanly for decency; lasting tOr thrift; 
and rich for magnificence. Now there may be 
a fault in their number, if too various; making~ 
if too ,ain; matter, if too costly; and mind of 
the wearer, if he takes pride therein. We come 
therefore to some general directions. 

It's a chargeable vanity to be constantly clothed 
above one's purse, or place. I say constantly; 
fOr perchance sometimes it may be dispensed 
with. A great man, who himself was very plain 
in apparel, checked a gentleman for being over 
fine; who modestly answered, "Your lordship 
hath better clothes at home, and I have worse," 
But sure no plea can be made when this . luxury \ 
is grown to be ordinary. It was an arrogant act 
of. Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, who, when 
King John had given his courtiers rich liveries, 
to ape the lion, gave his servants the like, where­
with the king was not a little offended. But 
what shall we say to the riot of our age, wherein 

, '(as peacocks are more gay than the eagle him­
self) subjects are grown braver than their sove­
reign 1 
\ 'T is bene~h a wise man always to wear clothes 
beneath men of his rank. 'True, there is a state-

1'3 
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sometimes in deeent plainness. When a wealthy 
lord at Ii great solemnity had the plainest apparel, 
c, Oh ! " said one, " if you had marked it well, his 
suit had the richest pookets.'~ Yet it argues no 
wisdom, in clothes always to stoop beneath his 
condition. When Antisthenes saw Socrates in 
a tom coat, he showed a hole thereof to the pe0-

pIe; c, and lo!" quoth he, "through this· I see \ 
Socrates his pride." 

He shows a light gravity who loves to be an 
~xception from a general fashion. For the re­
ceived custom in the place where we live· is the 
most competent judge of decency; from which­
we must not appeal to oltr own opinion. When 
the French courtiers, mourning for their king, 
Henry the Second, had worn cloth a whote year, 
all silks became 80 vite in every man's eyes, that 
jf any was seen to wear them, he was presently 
accounted a mechanic or country fellow. 

It's a folly for one, Proteus-like, never to ap­
pear twice in one shape. Had some of our gal­
lants been with the Israelites in the wilderness, 
when for forty years their clothes waxed not old, 
they would have been vexed, though their clothes' 
were whole, to have been 80 long in one fashion. 
Yet here I muSt confess, I understand not what 
is reported of FuJgentius, that he used the dame 
garment winter and summer, and never altered 
his clothes, " etiam in saeris peragendis," 
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He that is proud of the rustling of his silks,­
like a madman, laughs at the rattling of his fet­
ters. For indeed, elothes ought to be our re­
membraneers of our lost innoceney. Besides, why 
should tny brag of wha~ 's but borrowed 1 Should 
the ostrich snateh o~ the gallant's feather, the 
beaver his hat, the goat his gloves, the sheep his 
suit, the silk-worm his stockings, and neat his 
shoes (to strip him no farther than modesty will 
give leave), he would be left ina cold condition. 
And yet 't is more pardonable to be proud, even 
of eleanly rags, than (as many are) of affeeted 
slovenness. The one is proud of a molehill, the 
other of a dunghill. 

To conelude j sumptuary laws .in this .land to 
reduoo apparel.to a set standard of pJ:ioo and 
fashion, &eeording to the several states of men, 
have long been wished, but are little to be hoped 
for. Some think private men's superfluity is a 
neoossary evil in a state, the floating of fashions 
affording a standing maintenanee to many thOu­
sands, whieh otherwise would' be at a loss for a 
livelihood, men maintaining more by their pride 

. than by their eharity. 
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OF BUILDING. 

HE tbat alters an ohIlIouBe is tied as a traR8la. 
tor to the origiD8l, and is confined to the faBey of 
the first builder. Sooh a man were unwise to 
plock down good old ),uildWgs, to erect, pey~ 
chance, worse new. But those that yaise a new 
Bouse from the grollnd are blame-wortby if they 
make it not handsome, seeing to them method 
and confusion are both at a rate. In building 
we must respect situation, OODtrivance, receipt, 
strength, and beauty. Of situation :-

Chiefly choose a wholesome air. For air is a 
dish one feeds·on every minute, and therefore it 
need be good. Wherefore great Olen (who may 
build where they please, as poor men where they 
can), if herein they prefer their profit ahO¥e their 
health, I refer them to their physicians to make 
them pay for it.accordingly. 

Wood and ,vater are two staple commodities 
where they may be had. The fornier i confess 
hath made so much iron, that it must now be 
bought with the more silver, and grows -daily 
dearer. But't is as well pleasant as profitable to 
see a house eased with trees, like that of Anchises 
ill Troy . 

.. ---quauquam secreta parentis 
AnchiSlie domU8 arboribusquc obtecta recessit." 
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The worst is, where & place is bald of wood, 
DO art cao make it a periwig. As for water. begin 
with Piadar's begianiDg, " ;'/I"",.ri ;lIMp." The 
fort of Gogmagog Hills Digit Cambridge is COWlt~ 
". impregnable but eo.. want of water; the mis­
chief of Ibauy houses, where servants must bring 
the well on their shoulders. 

Next a pleasaat prospeet, is to be respected. 
A medley view (soob as of water and land at 
Greenwich) beet entertains the eyes, refreshing , 
the wearied beholder with exchange ,of objects. 
Yet I know a more profitable prospeot, where the 
owner ~ only 888 his own land round about. 

A fair entrance with an easy ascent' gives a 
great grace to a building: where the hall is a 
pretimnent otitofthe court, the parlor out ofthe 
hall i not (as in some old buildilags) where the 
doors are so low, pygmies must stoop, and the 
rOOlD8 80 high that giants may stand upright. 
But DOW we are come to contrivance ;-

Let not thy common rooms be several, nor thy 
, several rooms be common. The hall (which is 

a pandoeheum) ought to lie open, and so ougbt 
passages and stairs (provided that the whole house 
be not spent in paths); chambers and cl~tI are 
to be private and retired. 

Light (God's eldest daughter) is a prinoipal 
beauty' in a building: yet it shines not alike from ' 
all puts of heaven. An east wiDdow welcome. 
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the infant beams of the SUD, before they are of 
strength to do any harm, and is oft"ensi',e to none 
but a sluggard.. A south window in summer is 
a chimney with a fire in 't, and needs the screen 
of a curtain. In a west window in summer time 
towards ~ight, the SUD grows low and over fa­
miliar, with more light than delight. A north , 
window is best for butteries BDd cellars, where 
the beer wil1 be sour for the ,sUD'S smiliag on it. 
Thorough-lights are best for rooms of eBtertain­
ment, and windows on one side for dormitories. 
As for receipt :-

A house had better be too little for a day tbaa 
too great for a year. And it's easier borrowing 
of thy neighbor a brace of chambers for a night, 
than a bag of money for a twelvetllonth. It is 
Tain therefore to proportion the receipt to an ex­
traordinary occasion, as those who by overbuild­
ing their houses baTe dilepidatefl their Iuds, and 
their statesha ve been pressed to death under the 
weight of their house. As for strength :--

Country-houses must be substantives, able to 
stand of themselves; not like city buildings, sup- , 
ported by their neighbors on either aide. By 
mength we mean lueh as may resist weat!Jer and 
time, not invasion, castles being out of date ia 
this peaceable~. As for the making of moats 
round about, it is questionable whether the tOgs 
be DOt more unhealthfill, than'the. 6sh bRag pro-
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fit, or t he water defence. Beauty remains be­
hind as the last to be regarded, because houses 
are m~de .to be li~d in, not looked on. 

Let not the front look asquiDt on a stranger, 
but accost him right at his entrance. Uniformity 
also much pleaseth the eye; and 't is observed 
that flee-stone, like a fiUr complexion, soonest 
wueth old, whilst, brick keeps ber beauty 
longest. 

Let ,the office-houses observe the due d~stance 
from the mansion-house. Those are too familiar 
which presume to be of the same pile with it. 
The same may be said of stables and barns; 
without which a house is:like a city without out­
-workB, it can never hold out long. 

Gardens also are to attend in their place. 
When God {Genesis ii. 9,) planted a garden 
astward, he mac!e to grow out of the ground 
every tree pleaset to the sight, and good for food. 
Sure he knew better what was proper to a gar­
den than those, who now a -days therein only feed 
the eyetl, and starve both taste and smell. 

To conclude; in buikling rather believe any 
man than an artificer in his own art for matter of 
charges, not that tbey cannot but will not be faith­
ful. Should they tell thee all the cost at the first, 
it would blast a yonng builder in the budding, 
and therefore they sooth thee up till it hath cost 
aMe tIOqlethillg to confute them. The spirit of 



172 THB BOLY STATB. 

building first possessed people after the flood, 
which then caused the confusion. of languages, 
and sin0e. of the estate of many a man. 

OF ANGER. 

ANGER is one of the sinews of the soul: he 
that wants it hath a maimed mind, and with Ja: 
cob sinew-sMunk-in the hollow of his thigh, must 
needs halt. Nor is it good to converse with such 
as cannot be angry, and with the Caspian Sea, 
never ebb nor flow. This anger is either heav­
enly, when one is offended for God; or hellish, 
when offended with Gqd and goodness; or 8lirth­
Iy, in temporal matters: which earthly anger 
(whereof we treat) may also be hellish, if for DO 

cause, no great cause, too hot, or too long. 
Be not angry with any without a cause. If . 

thou beest, thou must not only, as the proverb 
saith, be appeased without amends (having nei­
ther cost nor damage given thee), but, as our Sa- \ 
viour saith, "be in danger ofilie judgment." 

Be not mortally angry with any for a venial 
faUlt. He will make a strange combustion in 
the state of his soul, who at the landing of every 
cockboat sets the beacons on fire. To be angry 
for every toy debases the worth of thy anger; 

i 
I 

J 
I 
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&r be who will be lUIgi'y fur anytMng, \\liD be 
tngry fbr nothing. 

Let not thy anget be so bot, but that the moet 
tonid zone tb~reotttlay be hll.bitabl~. 'right not 
pt!opie from thy presence with the terrot of thy 
intolerable impatience. Bome men, like a tiled 

. house, are long before they take fire, but once 01'1 
ttlUtle there is no coming neat to quench them. 

Take heed of doing irrevocable !lets in thy pas­
sion; al! the revealing of secrets, which makes 
thee a bankrupt for society ever after: neither do 
such things which once ate done fore'Ver, 80 that 
no bemoaning can amend them. Samson's hait 
grew again, but not his eyes: time may testate 
some losses, others are never to be repaited. 
Wherefore in thy rage make no Persian decree, 
which cannot be reversed or repealed: but rather 
Polonian laws, which (they say) last but three 
days: do not in an instant what an age cannot 
recompense. 

Anger kept till the next morning, with manna, 
doth putrify and corrupt'; save that manna cor­
rupted not at all, and anger most of all, kept the 
next sabbath. St. Paul saith, .. Let not the sun 
go down on your wrath;" to carty neW8 to the 
antipodes in another world of thy revengeful na­
ture. Yet let us take the Apol!tle's meaning, ra­
ther than his words, with all po8l!ible speed to 
depose our passion, not understanding him so 
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literally that we may take leave to be angry till 
sunset: then might our wrath Jengthen with the 
days i ,and men in Greenland, where day lasts 
aboye a quarter ()f a year, have plentiful seope 
of revenge. And asth e English (by Command 
from William the Conqueror) always raked up 
their fire, and put out their candles, when the 
curfew-bell was rung i let us then also quench 
all sparks of anger, and heat of passion. 
, He that keeps anger long in his bosom giveth 
place to. the devil. And why should we make 
room for him, who will crowd in too fast of him­
self? Heat of passion makes our souls to chap, 
and the devil creeps in at the crannies. Yea, a fu­
rious man in his fits may seem possessed with a 
devil, foams, fumes, tears himself, is deaf and 
dumb in effect, to hear or speak reason i some­
times wallows, stares, stamps, with fiery eye. 
and, flaming cheeks. Had Narcissus himselC' 
seen his own face when he had been angry, he 
could never have fallen in love with himself. 

OF EXPECTING PREFERMENT. 

TaBRE are as many several tenures of expec­
tation as of possession, some nearer, some more 
remote, some grounded' on strong, others on 
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weaker reasons. '( As for a groundless expecta­
tion, it is a wilful self-delusion). We come to in­

. structions how men should manage their hopes 
herein. 

Hope not for. impossibilities. For though the 
object of hope be "futurum possibiIe," yet some 
are 80 mad as to feed their expectation on things, 
though not in themselves, yet to them impossible, 
if we consider the weakness of the means where­
.by they seek to attain them.' He needs to stand 
on tiptoes that hopes to touch the moon; and 
those who. expect what in reason they cannot ex­
pect, may expect. 

Carefully survey what proportion the means 
thou hast bear to the end thou expectest. Count 
Dot a courtier's promise of co~rse a specialty that 
be is bound to prefer thee. Seeing compliments 
oftentimes die in the speaking, why should thy 
hopes (grounded on them) live longer than the 
hearing? Perchanoe the text of his promise in-, 
tended but common courtesies, which thy appre-,. 
hension expounds speedy and special favors. 
Others make up the weakness of their means 
with .conceit of the strength of their deserts, fool­
ishly thinking that their own merits will be t11e 
undoubted patrons to present ,them to all wid 
benefices. 

The heir apparent to the next preferment may 
be disinherited by an unexpected accident. A. 
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gentleman, servant to the Lord Admiral HO'W'­
ard, was suitor to a lady above hi, deaertB, ground~ 
iDg the confidence of his SUCeeIIII on his relatioa 

-to so honorable a lord; which lord gave the an­
chor as badge of biB oilice; and therefore this lui­
tor wrote in a window, 

CC H I be bold. 
The anchor is JDY bold." 

But his corrival to the same miStl'eBB) coming 
into the same room, wrote under, 

.. Yet fear the wol'llt : 
What it the cable burBt , H 

Thus useleBB is the anchor of hope (good (or 
nothing but to deceive those that rely on it), if 
the cable or smail cords of means and causes 
whereon it depends, fail and miscarry. Daily 
experience tenders too many examples. A gen­
tleman' who gave a basilisk for his arms or crest, 
promised tomake a young kinsman of his his heir, 
whieh kinBDlan, to ingratiate himself, painted a 

, buillak in his study, and beneath it these verses; 

.. FaDen. UpecIII_W- occidere. PIiDi. 
Nam "illB IIOIItI'aI apem buiIiscaa alit." 

If The '-ilisk 's the IIII1y Ita)'. ·11i8t ......... .un. 
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Plioy, thou U'c!at wMa ... didI& .. y 

The baei6sk doah kill." 

But this rich geDtleman dying, frustrated his 
expectatioD, and bequeathed all his estate to 
aDother; whereupon the epigram was thus al· 
tered: ' 

.. Certe aloit, led ape _, apes vana veDeD\IDl: 

Ignoaeas, Plini, verua es hiatoricus." 

.. Indeed, vain hopes to me he gave, 
Whence I my poison drew: 

Plioy, thy pardon now I crave, 
Thy writinga are too true." 

ProportioD thy expenses to what thou hast in 
possession, not to thy expectancies. Otherwise, 
he that feeds OD wind must needs be griped with 
the colic at last. 

Imbme Dot thy soul in bloody wishes of 'his 
death who parts thee aDdth~ preferment; a 
murder the more commoD, because ODe cannot 
be anaigned for it on earth. But those are char­
itable murderers which wish them in heaveD, 
Dot 80 much that they may have ease at their 
joumey's eDd, but because they must Deeds take 
death in the way. _ 

ID earthly matters expectation takes up ~ore 
joy OD trust, than the fruition of the thing is able 
to discharge. The lion: is Dot 80 fie~ as paiDt-
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ed; DOr are mattenI 10 &ir u the pencil of the 
espectaot limns them out in IUs hopes. They 
fOreeoant their wes &ir, &uitful, and rich, with­
out any fault; their children witty, beautiful, and 
dutiful, without any 6-owardnellll: and u St. 
Buil held that rOllell in paradise, before man's faU, 
grew without prickles, they abetraet the pleas­
ures of things 6-om the troubles annexed to 
them, which when they come to enjoy, they must 
take both togetber. 

Wben our hopes break, let our patience hold; 
relying on God's prQvidence without murmuring, 
who often provides for men above what we can 
think or desire. When Robert Holgate could 
DOt peaceably enjoy his small living in Lincoln­
.hire, because of the litigiousness of a neighbor­
ing knight, coming to London to right himself 
he came into tbe favor of king Henry the Eighth, 
and got by degrees the archbishopric of York. 
Thus God sometimes defeats our hopes, or dis­
turbs our possession of lesser favors, thereby to 
bestow on bis M!rvants better blessings, if Dot 
here, bereafter. 

• I 
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OJ' MEMORY. 

IT is the treasure-house of the mind, wherein 
the monuments thereof are kept and presened. 
Plato makes it the mother of the muses; Aristotle 

. sets it one degree further, makin,g experience 
the mother of arts, memory the parent of experj. -
ence. PhilO8Oph~rs place it in the rear of the 
head; and it seems the mine of memory lies there, 
because there naturally men dig for it, scratch· 
iog it ·when they are at a loss. This again is 
tw~fold: one, the simple retention of things ; 
the other, a regaining them when forgotten. 

Brute creatures equal, if not exceed, men in a 
bare retentive memory. Through how many 
labyrinths of woods, without other cl~e of thread 
than natural instinct, doto the hunted hare re­
turn to her muce I How doth the little bee, fiying 
into several meadows and gardens, sipping of 
many cups, yet never intoxicated, through an 
ocean (as I may say) of, air, steadily steer her .. 
self home, without help of card or compass! Bot 
these cannot play an after game, and recover what 
they have forgotten, which is done by the medi· 
tation of d,iseourse. 
. Artificial memory is ~ather a trick than an 

art, and more for the gain of the teacher than 
profit of the learners; like the tossing of a 
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pike, which is no part of the postures and motions 
thereof, and is rather for ostentation than use, 
to show .the strength and nimbleness of the arm, 
and ia often used by wandering IOidiers as an 
introduction to beg. Understand it of the arD. 
c'ial rules which at this day are cieliTered by 
memory-mouptebUlks ; tOr sure an art tIlereof 
may be made (wherein as yet the world is deme> 
tive), and that no more destructive to natural 
memory than spectacles are to eyes, which girls 
in Holland wear flom twelve years of age. But, 
till this be found out, let us observe these plaiD 
rules:-

First, IIOUndly infix in thy mind what thou clesi';' 
eSt to remember. What wonder is it, if agitatioJ.l 
of busineSll jog that out of thy head, which was 
there rather tacked than fastened 1 Wher«;88 those 
notions which get in by "violenta possessio," 
will abide tbere till "ejectio firma," sioknels or 
extreme age, dispossess them. It is best knock­
ing in the nail over night, and clinching it the 
next morning. 

Overburthen not thy memory to make 80 faith­
fUl a servaQ.t a slave.< Remember Atlas was 
weary. Have as much reason as a camel, tG 

rise when thou hast thy full load. Memory,like 
a purse, if it be over full that it oannot shut, all 
will drop out of it. Take heed of a gluttonous 
curiosity to feed on many things, lest the greedi-

• • 

, 
I , 
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ae8S of the appetite of thy memory spoil the di­
gestion tbereof. Beza's eue 11'88 peculiar ad 
memorable: being above fourscore years of age, 
he perfectly eould say by heart any Greek ch~ 
ter in St. Paul's epistles, or anything else whieb 
be had learnt long before, but forgot whatsoever 
was newly told him; his memory, like 'an IU, 
r~taining old guests, but having no room to en­
tertain new. 

Spoil not thy memory with thine own jealousy, 
nor make it bad by suspecting it. How CaDst 
thou find that true which thou wilt not trust T St. 
Augustine tells us of his friend Simplicius, who 
being asked, could tell all Virgil's verses back-' 
ward, and forward, and yet the same party vow­
ed to God, that he knew not that he could do it 
till they did try him. Sure there is concealed 
strength in men's memories, which they take no 
notice of. 

Marshal thy notions into a handsome method. 
One wiD carry twice more weight, trussed aiil 
packed up in bundles, than when it lies untow­
ardly flapping and hangiog about his shoulder •• 
Things orderly fiuodled up under heads are DlOIIt 

portable. 
Adventure not al1 thy learning in one bottom, 

but divid~ it betwixt thy memory and thy note­
boob. ~e that with Bias carries all his learning 
about him in bia head, wilt utterly be beggared 
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·and bankrupt, if a violent disease, a merciless 
thief, should rob and strip him. I know some 
have a common-plaoo against common-waoo­
books, ap.d yet perchanoo will privately make use 
of what ·publicly they declaim against. A com­
mon-place-book contains many notions in garri­
son, whence the owner may draw out an army 
into the field, on competent warning. 

Moderate diet and good air preserve memory; 
but what air is best I dare not define, when such 
great ones differ. Some say a pure and subtle 
air is best, another commends a thick and foggy 
air. For the Pisans, sited in the fens and 
marshes of Arnus, have exoollent meIQories, as if 
the foggy air were a cap for their heads'. 

Thankfulness to.GOd for it continues the mem-' 
ory; whereas80me proud people have been vis­
ited with such oblivion, that they ·have forgotten 
their own names. Staupitius, tutor to Luther, 
and a godly man, in· a vain ostentation of his 
memory, repeated Christ's genealogy,.(Mati. i.) by. 
heart in his sermon; but being out about tbe cap­
tivity of Babylon, " I see," saith he, "God resist- . 
eth the proud," and so betook himself to his book. 

Abuse not thy memory to be sin'sregister,nor 
JDake advantage thereof for wickedness. Exool­
lently Augustine, " Quidam vero pessimi memo­
riA sunt mirabili, qui tanto pejores sunt, quanto 
minus po8sunt, qum male eogitant,oblivisei." 

.. 
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OF ·FANCY. 

IT is an inward sense of the soul, for a while 
retaining and examining things brought in thith­
er by the' common sense. It is the most bound­
less and restless faculty of the soul; for whilst 
the understanding and the will are kept as it 
were "in libera custodia" to their objects of 
" verum and bonum," the fancy is free from all 
engagements. It digs without spade, sails witb­
out ship, flies without wiugs, builds without char­
ges, fights without bloodshed, in a moment stri­
ding from the centre to the circumference of the 
world, by a kind of omnipotency creating and 
annihilating things in an instant; and things 
divorced in nature are married in fancy, as in a 
lawful place. It is also most restieBB; whilst the 
senses are bound; and reason in a manner asleep, 
fancy like a sentinel walks the round, ~ver 

working, never wearied. The chief diseases of 
the fancy are, either that they are too wild and 
high-soaring, or else too low and grovelling, or 
else too desultory and over voluble. Of the first: 

If thy faneYDe but a little too rank, age itself 
willeorreet it. To lift too high is no fault in a 
young horse, beeause with travelling he wiD 
mend it for his own ease. Thus lofty fancies in 
young men will come down of themselves, and 
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in process of time the overplus will shrink to be 
but even measure. But if this will not do it; 
then ~bserve these rules. 

Take part always with thy judgment against 
thy fancy in anything wherein they shall dia­
Bent. If thou suspectest thy ooneeits too luxuri­
ant, herein acoollDt thy suspicion a legal ClODri~ 
tion, and damn whatsoever thou doubtest of. 
Warily Tully, "Bene monent, qui vetant quia­
quam faeere, de quo dubitas, lIlquum sit an ini-· 
quum." 

Take the adviee of a faithful friend, and sub­
mit thy inventions to his censure. . When thou 
pennestan oration, let him have the power of" in­
dex expurgatorius," to expunge what he plea­
Beth j and do not thou like a fond mother cry if 
the child of thy brain be oonected for playing 
the wanton. Mark the arguments and reasons 
of his alterations, why that phrase least proper, 
this passage more cautious and advised, ilOd a.f.. 
:ter a while thou shalt perform the plaee in thine 
own person, and not go out of thyself for a een­
surer. If thy fancy be too low and humble, 

Let. thy judgment be king but not tyrant over 
it, to condemn harmless, yea, oommeBdable oon­
eeits. Some, for fear. their orations should gig­
gle, will not let them smile. Give it also liberty 
to rove, for it will not be extravagant. There is 
po danger that weak folk~ if they walk abroad 
1ril1 straggle far, ali wanting strength. 
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Acquaint thyaelf wit~ taading poets, b there 
fancy is iD her throne; aad in time the Bpub 
oftbe author's wit will catflh hold OIl the reader, 
and in8ame him with love, liking, and desire of 
imitation. I confess there is more required to 
teaeh one to write than to see a copy: however, 
tllere is a seaet force of f~arion in readiDg 
poems to raise and provoke fancy. If thy faney 
be over Yoluble, theD 

Whip this y~ant home to the first object 
whereon it should be settled. Indeed, nimble­
'ness is the perfection of this faculty, but levity 
the baDe of it. Great is the difference betwixt a 
swift horse, and a skittish, that will stand on no 
ground. Such is the ubiquitary fancy, which 
will keep long residence on no one subject, but 
is so courteous to strUlgers that it ever welcomes 
that conceit most which comes last; and new 
species supplant the old ones, before seriously 
considered. If this be the fault of thy faMY, I 
say whip it home to the first object, whereon it 
should be settled. This do as often as occasion 
requires, and by degrees the fugitive servant 
will learn to abide by his work without running 
away. 

Acquaint thyself by degrees with bard and 
hott y studies, as scbOf)I-divinity, wbich will clog 
thy over nimble fancy. True, at the first it will 
be as welcome to thee as a prison, and their very 
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solutions will seem, knots unto thee. But take 
Dot too much at'once,'lest thy brain tum edge. 
Taste it first as:a potion for physic, and by de­
grees thou shalt drink it as beer for thirst: prac­
tice will make it pleasant. Mathematics are 
also good for this purpose: if beginning to try a 
conclusion, thou must make an end, lest thou, 
losest thy pains that are past, and must proceed 
seriously and exactly. I meddle not with those 
bedlam-fancies, all whose conceits are antiques, 
but leave them for the physician to purge with 
hellebore. ' 

To clothe low-ereeping matter with high-flown 
language is not fine fancy, but flat foolery. It 
rather loads than raises a wren, to fasten the 
feathers of an ostrich to her wings. Some men's 
speeches are like the high mountains in Ireland, 
having a dirty bog in the top of them; the very 
r~dge of them in high words having nothing of 
worth, but what rather stalls than delights the 
auditor. 

Fine fancies·in manufactures invent engines 
rather pretty than useful; and commonly one 
trade is too narrow for them. They are better 
to project new ways than to prosecute old, and 
are rather skilful in many mysteries than thriv­
ing in one. They' affect not voluminous inven­
'tions, wherein many years must constantly be 
spent to perfect them, except there be in them 
variety of pleasant employment. 
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Imagination, the work of the fancy I hath pro­
duced real effects. Many serioUs and sad ex­
amples hereof may be produc.ed: I will only in­
sist on a merry one. A gentleman having ted a 
company of children beyond their usual journey. 
they began to be weary, and jointly cried to him 
to carry them; which, because oftlieir multitude .. 
he could not dQ, but told them he would provide, 
them horses to ride on. Then cutting little 
wands' out of the hedge as nags fur them, and a 
great stake as a gelding for himself, thus mount- ' 
ed, fancy. put mettle into their legs, and they 
came cheerfully home. 

Fancy runs most furiously when a ,guilty con­
science drives it. Qne that owed much money ~ 
'and had many creditors, as he walked London 
streets in the eve'ning, a tenterhook catched his 
cloak. CI At whose suit 1" said he, conceiving 
some bailiff had arrested him. Thus guilty eon- ' 
sciences are afraid where no fear is, and count 
every creature they meet a. serjeant sent frout 
God to punish them~ 
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OF NATU&AL FOOLs.. 

TJlBY have the eases of men, and little else " 
of them besidea speeeh and laughter. ADd ill­
deed it may aeem strange that." risi~i1e" being 
the property of man alone, they who have least 
of man. should have most. thereof, laughiag with­
oll1 eause or measure. 

Generally nature hangs out a sign of simplicity 
in the face of a fool; and there is enough in his 
countenance for a hue and cry to take him on 
suspicion : or else it is stamped OA the figure of 
his body; their heads sometimes so little, that 
" I 

there is 11.0 room for wit; sometimes 80 long, 
that there is no wit for so much room. 

Yet some by their faces may pass eurrent 
enough till they cry themaelves down by their 
speaking. Thus men know the bell is cracked, 
when they hear it tolled; yet "some that baNe -
stood out the assault of two or three questions, 
and have answered pretty rationally, have after­
wards of their own accord betrayed and yielded 
themselves to be fools. 

The oaths and railing of fools is oftentimes no 
fault of theirs but their teachers. The Hebr.ew 
word" barak," signifies to bless, and to curse; and 
't is the speaker's pleasure if he uae it in the 
worst acceptation. Foo]s of themselves are eq1Jal-
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ly capable to pray and to swear; they therefore 
have the greatest sin wbo by their example or 
otherwise teach them 10 to do. 

One may get· wisdom by looking on a fooL 
In beholding him, think how much thou art be­
holden to him that suffered thee DOt to be like 
him : only God's pleasure put a differene8 be­
twixt you. And consider that a fool and a wise 
man are alike both in the starting-place, their 
birth, and at the post, their death; . only they 
differ in the race of their lives. 

It is unnatural to laugh at a natural. How 
can the object of thy pity be the subject of thy 
pastime 1 I confess sometimes the strangeness, 
and, as I may say, witty simplicity of their ac­
tions may extort a smile from a serious man, who 
at the salDe time may smile at them and sorrow 
for them. But it is one thing to laugh at them. 
"in transitu," a snap and away, and another to 
make a set meal in jeering them, and as the 
Philistines, to send for Samson to make them 
sport. 

To make a trade of laughing at a fool is the 
highway to become one. Tully confesseth that 
whilst he laughed at one Hircus, a very ridiculous 
man, " dum ilium rideo pene factus sum iIIe:" 
and one telleth us of Gallus Vibius, a man first 
of great eloquence, and afterwards of great mad­
ness, whieh seized not on him so mueh byaeei-
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dent as his own affectation, 80 long mimically 
imitating madmen that he became one. 

MIlDY have been the wise speeches of fools, 
though not 80 many as the foolish speeches of 
wise men. Now the wise speeches of these silly 
80uls proceed from one of these reasonlt: either 
because talking much, and shooting often, they 
must needs hit the mark sometimes, though Dot 
by aim, by hap: or else, because a fool's" media­
criter" is" optime," sense from his mouth, a sen­
tence, and a tolerable speech cried up for an 
apothegm: or lastly, because God may some­
times illuminate them, and, especially towards 
their death, admit them to the possession of some 
part of reason. A poor beggar iu Paris being 
Tery hungry, stayed so long in a cook's shop, who 
was dishing up of meat, till hiS' stomach was 
I18.tisfied with the only smell thereof. The ehol­
eric covetous cook demanded of him to pay for 
his breakfast. The poor man denied it, anti the 
controversy was referred to the deciding of the' 
next man that should pass by, which chanced to 
be the most notorious idiot iD the whole city. 
He on the relation of the matter determined that 
tbe poor man's mODey should be put betwixt two 
empty dishes,'and the cook should be recompen­
sed with the jingling of the poor man's money, 
as he was satisfied with tbe only smeD of the 
cook's meat. And thiS' is affirmed by credible 
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writers, as no fable, but. an undoubted fact. 
More waggish was' that of a rich landed fool, 
whom a COIlrtier had begged, and carried about 
to wait on him. He, coming with hisniaster to 
a gentleman's house where the' picture ·of a fool 
was wrought in a fair suit of arras, cut the pie­
ture out with a penknife. And being chidden 
for 80 doing, "You have more cause," said he, 
" to thank me ; for if my master had seen the pic­
ture otthe fool, he would have begged the hang­
ings of the king, as he did my lands." When 
the standers by comforted a natural which lay 
on his death-bed, and told hini that four, proper 
fellows s~uld carry his body to the church: 
" Yea," <tuoth he, .. but I had rather by half go 
,thither myself;" and then prayed to God at his 
last gasp not to require more of him than he 

, gave him. 
As for a changeling, which is not one child 

changed for another, but one child on a sudden 
much changed from itself; and for a jester, 
which some count a necessary evil in a court, 
an office which none but he that hath wit can 
perform, and none but he that wants wit will 
perform, I conceive them not to, belong to the 
present subject. 
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OF RECREATIONS. 

RECREATION is a second creation, when weari­
ness hath almost annihilated one's spirits. It is 
the breathing oftbe soul, which otherwise would 
be stifled with continual business. We may 
trespass in them, if using such as are forbidden 

,by the lawyer as against the statutes; physician, 
as against health; divine, as against conscience. 

Be well satisfied in thy conscience of the law­
fuln!!Ss of the recreation thou usest. Some fight 
against cock-fighting, and bait bull and bear-bait­
ing, because man is not to be a COJJllDUD barrator 
to set the creatures at discord; and seeing an­
tipathy betwixt creatures was kindled by man's 
sin, what pleasure can he take to see it burn? 

, Others are of the contrary opinion, and that Chris­
tianity gives us a placard to use these sports; 
and that man's cbarter of dominion over the crea­
tures enables him to employ them as well for 
pleasure as necessity. In these, as in -all other 
doubtful recreations, be well assured first of the 
legality of them. He that sins against his con­
science, sins with a witness. 

Spill not the morning (the quintessence of the 
day) in recreations. For sleep itlu~lfis a recrea­
tion; add not therefore sauce to sauce; and he 
. cannot properly bave any title to be refreshed, 
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who Wu not hat faint. Paatime, like wine, is 
pOi80n in the morning. It is then good hUJ.o 
bandry to 80W the head, which hath lain fallow 
all night, with some serious work. Chiefly, in • 

. trenoh not on the Lord's day, to use unlawful 
sports; this were to spare thine own flook, and' 
to aheu God's lamb. 

Let thy recreations be ingenious, and bear pr0-

portion with thine age. If thou sayest with Paul, 
"When I was a child I did as a child," say also 
with him, "But when I was a man I put away 
childish things." Wear also the child's coat, if 
thou usest his sports. . 

Take heed of boisterous and over riolent ex­
ercises. Ringing oftentimes hath made good mu­
si~on the bells, and putmen's bodies out oftUDe, 
80 that by overheating themselves they have rUBg 
their own pa88ing-beU. 

Yet the ruder sort of people scarce count anJ­
thing .a sport which is DOt load and violent. The 
Muscovit18 women esteem DOlle loving husbands 
except they beat their, wives.· 'T is no pastime 
with COUQtry clo~ that cracks not pates, breaks 
not shins, bruises not limbs, tumbles and tosses not 
all the body. They thiuk themselves not warm 
in their ge~s, till they are all on fire; and colUlt 
it bat dry ~, till they swim in their own sweat. 
Yet I CODCeiYe the physici.aDs' rule in exercill88, 

(f 
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" ,.d ruborem" but "non ad sudorem," is too 
lIOant measure. 

Refresh that part of thyself which is most wea­
ried. If thy life be sedentary,exercise thy body; 
if stirring and -active, recreate thy mi~d. But 
take heed of cozening thy mind, .insetting it to 
do a double task under pretence of giving it·a 
play-day, as in the labyrinth of chess, and other 
tedious and studious games. 

Yet recreations distasteful to some· dispositions 
relish best to others. Fishing with· an angle is 
.to some rather a torture·than a pleasure, to stand 
an hour as mute as the fish they mean to take: 
yetherewithal Doctor Whitaker was much de­
light:e4. .When some noblemen had gotten WiJ­
liam Cecil, J.ord Burleigh and Treasurer of Eng­
land, to ride with them a hunting, and the sport 
began to be cold, "What call you this 1" said the 
Treasurer. "Oh now'" said they, .. the dogs are at 
a fault." " Yea," quoth the Treasurer, " take me 
again in such a fault, and I 'll give ·you leave to 
punish me." Thus as soon may the same meat 
please aU palates, as the same sport suit with .n 
dispositions; 

Running" leaping, and dancing, the !Iescaots 
on the plain song of walking, are all excellent 'ox­
ercises. And yet those are the best reereati.ons 
which, besides refreshing, enable, atleast dispose, 
men to some other good ends. Bowling teaches 
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men's hands and eyes mathe.matics, and the rules 
of proportion.: swimming hath Baved many a 
man's life, when himself hath been both the 
wares, and the ship: tilting and fencing is . war 
without anger j and manly sports are the gram­

,mar of military perfQrmance. 
But above all, shooting is a noble recreation, 

· and a half liberal art. A rich man told a poor 
man that he walked to get a stomach fur his 
meat: "and I," said the poor man," walk to 
get meat for my stomach." . Now shooting 
would h!lve fitted both their turns j it provides 
food when men are hungry, and helps digestion 
when tbey are full. King Edward the Sixth, 
though he drew no stro~g bow, shot very well j 

and when once John Dudley, Duke of Northum­
berland, commended him for hitting the mark j 
""you shot better," quoth.the King, "when you 
sbot otrmy good unele Protector's bead." 

Some sports baing granted.to be lawful, more 
· propend to be in than well used. Such I count 
· stage-plays, when made always the actor's work, 
and often the spectator's recreation. Zeuxis, the 

· curious picturer, painted a boy bolding a dish 
full of grapes in his hand, done 80 ,lively that the 
birds being deceived flew to peck the grapes. 
But Zeuxis, in an ingenious cboler, was angry 
with his own workmanship. " Had I," said be, 
.~ made the boy as lively as the grapes, the birds 

G2 
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would ha.e been ahid to 1tiUeh Ithem!' Thua 
two' 'things '1I\'e set forwh 'to ,us :ia stag&'playa: 
Some grave sentences, pradunt eounllels, and 
'punishment of tIioiotla examples; .and with'tbelle, 
'desperate o,'hs, lustful'talk, ad riotous a~ts are 
so personated to the life, that wantons aYMickled 
with delight, and feed lheir palates upon them. 
'It seems the goodness is not portrayed ,out with 
-equal aocents of liveliness as whe wieked things 
-are j otherwise men would be deterred from vi-
cious col1.ses, with seeing lIle woful' sUccess 
'Which foll()\Vf! them. Bllt the main is, wanton 
Bpeoohes on stages are the devil's ordinanoe to 
beget bIldnetJ8; but I question whether the pious 
llpeeches spoken there be God's ordinance to 
increase goodaess, as 'wanting both his institu. 
tion and benediction. 

Choke not thy 80ul with immOderate pouring 
in the cordial of ple.urea. The creation lasted 
but six days of the first week: profane they 
whose recreation luiS seYeD cays every week. 

, Rather abridge thyself;)r thy lawful ,Ii betty here­
in ; it being a wary rule which St. Gregory gives 
us, .. Solus in ilIieitis non ,cadit, qui se ~qu8Ddo 
et a lieitia caute reatringit." And then Norea­
tions shan both strengthen labor, and sweeten 
'est, and we may expect God's blessing and pro­
tection on Us in follomg ,them, as well as in 
doing our work: Gir he that saith grace for his 
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meat, in it pr.,. alIo to God to bl_ the •• uce 
unto him. As for those that will not td:e law­
ful pleasw:e, I am ,~fraid they will take unlawful 
ple88W'e, and by lacing themaelves'too hud 
grow awry on ODe ,side. 

OF TOMBS. 

TOlllBB are the clothes of the dead: a grave 
is but a plain swt, and a rich monument is one 
embroidered. Most moderate men have been 
careful for the decent interment of their oorpae8. 
Few of the fond mind of Arbogastus, all Irish 
saint, and bishop of Spires in Germany, who 
would be buried near the gallows, in imitation of 
our Saviour, whose grave was in Mount Calvary 
near the place of execution. 

'T is a provident way to make one's tomb in 
one's life-time; both hereby to prevent the neg­
ligence of heirs, and to mind him of his mortali­
ty. Virgil tells us that when bees swarm in the 
air, and two armies meeting together, fight as it . 
were a.set battle with great violence, east but a 
liUle dust upon them and they will be quiet, 

• .. Hi motIII um-am, alqlllllllBc C8l't8IIliIIa taDta . 
PulYldl GipijaclD....-...-. ••• 
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.. Ta.-1IirriDp oftlleir __ ud lllriYiDp ftIIt, 

. I( bat a little duet on them be cut, . 
Are atraightwaya stinted, and qnite overpast." 

Thos the most ambitious motions and thoughts 
of man's mind are quickly quelled when dust' is 
thrown on him, whereof his fore-prepared sepul­
chre is an excellent remembrancer. 

Yet some seem to have built their tombs, 
therein to bury their thoughts of dying, never 
thinking thereof, but embracing the world with 
greater greediness. A gentleman made choice 
of a fair stone, and intending the same for his 
grave-atone, caused it to be pitched up in a field 
a pretty distance from his house, and used often 
to shoot at it for his exercise. " Yea, but" said 
a wag that stood by, "you would be loath, sir, to 
hit the mark;" and so are many unwilling to 
die, who, notwithstanding, have erected their 
monuments. 

Tombs ought in some sort to be proportioned 
not to the wealth, but deserts of the party inter­
red. Yet may we see some rich man of mean 
worth loaden under a tomb big enough for a 
prince to bear. There were officers appointed 
in the Grecian games, who always, .by public 
authority. did pluck down the statues erected to 
the victors, if they exceeded the true symmetry 
and proportion of their bodies. We need such 
nowadays to order monuments to men's merits, 
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chiefty to reform such depopulating tombs as 
have no good fellowship with them, but engross 
all the room, leaving neither seats for the living, 
nor graves for the dead .. It was a wise' and 
thrifty law which Reutha, King of Scotland made, 
that noblemen should have BO many pillarl!l, or 
long pointed stones set on their 'sepulchres, as 
they had Blain enemies in the warl!l. If this or­
der were 'alBO enlarged to thOBe who in peace 
bad excellently deserved of the church or cOm­
monwealth, it 'might wen be revived. 

Over eostJy:tombs are only baits for sacrilege. 
Thus . sacrilege hath beheaded that peerless 
prince, King Henry the. Fifth, the body of whose 
statue on his tomb in 'Westminster was covered 
over with silver plate gilded, and his head of 
massy silver; both which now are stolen away: 
yea, hungry palates will feed on coarser meat. I 
had rather Mr. Stow, "" than I, should tell you of a 
nobleman who BOld the monuments of noblemen, 
in St. Augustine's church in Broadstreet, for an 
hundred pounds, which cost Dilany thousands, and 
in the place thereof made fair stabling for horses; 
as if Christ, who was born in a stable, should 
be brought into it the second time. It was not 
without cause in the civil law, that a wife might. 
be divorced from her husband, if she could prove 

• In the Description of LoJlCloa. 
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him 10 be one """ had broken .. I18pulebrea of 
&be dead ~ fer it was pl'esu.med _ IIIIiA need. be 
a tyyannieal buabaad ~ hie wife, who had BOt 110 

IlUleh meroy as t9 spare the ashes 0' the de­
parted. 

The shortest, plainest, a8Id trueet epitaphs Be 

best. I say, the sbe114st; tOr wben a pusenger 
888S a ohronicle written On a tomb, he tU.ea it on 

trust, some great mao lies there buried; withoat 
taking paiRs to eRmine who he is. Mr. Camb­
den, in his "Remains," presents us with exam­
ples of great men that had little epitaphs. And_ 
when once I asked a witty gentleman, an honor­
ed friend of mine, what epitaph was fittest to be 
written on Mr. Cambdea's tomb; ,. Let it be," 
.aid he, 

.. CAMBDEli'S UMAI~S." 

I say also the plainest; for except the sense 
lie above ground, few will trouble themselves to 
dig (or't. Lastly, it must be true: not as in 
some monuments, where the red veins in the 
marble may seem to bluSD at the falsehoods writ.­
ten on it. He was a witty man that tirst taugh~ 
a stone to speak, but be was a wicked man that 
taugbt it Drst to lie. 

A good memory is the best monument. Oth­
ers are subject to casualty and time, and we know 
that the~pyramids themselves doting with age have 
forgotten the names of their founders. To con-



_J 
.eWe, '- us be carefiJI fA» pror-MJ.e '''8$ ., ., 
'lOUIs, ud OW aodies ·wil provide MISt &Or the.,.. 
_bee. A. •• 1M us not be herem like unto ,M­
tlewomen, :whiolt cue Bot *0 keep tee i~ide of 
the mulge, bat lOIMy and paleaerve _y the oal­
aiie tbeftlo£ 

OF DEFORMIT¥. 

DzPOltlUTl' is either aat.uraJ, vol_uy, .or ad­
ventitiOUll. being either WIled bJ God's 4UUIeeIl 

_provideaee (by men nickDamed, chUlce) or by 
nun'serue)ty. WewWtab dIem in.-dar. 

If thou beest not 80 handsome 88 thou wouldet 
have been, thaek God thou art DO .. ore unhaml­
some than -thou ut. 'T is Ilia mercy thou vt not 
the mark for p888enprs' Dnge,a to point at"" 
heteroclite in Dature, with some member defec­
tive or red.uadant. Be glad that thy cIay-eoua,e 
hath all the necessary roolDS thereto beltmciac,. 
thouglJ the outside be not 80 fairlly plaatel!8Cl u 
some others. 

Yet is it lawJW -and commendable bf utto 
correct the Uects 1Uld ·deformities of nature. 
EricthODius beiag a goocUy man from tM p.ue 
'Upwards, bot, as the poets feign, _.i.ug '0".,. 

wards :the bod, of.a..serpent (~ze __ .. 
have had 80IQe defect in hit Het) first invented 
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chariots, wherein he so sat that the upper parts 
of him might be seen, and the rest of his body 
concealed. Little heed is to be given to his ]y­
ing pen, who maketh Anna Bollen, mother to 
Queen Elizabeth, the first. finder out and wearer 
ofrutfs, to cover a wen she had in her neck. Yat 
the matter's not much; such an ,addition of art 
being without any fraud or deceit. 

Mock not at those who are misshapen by nature. 
There is the same reason of the poor and of the 

. deformed; he that despiseth them despiseth God 
that made them. A poor man is a picture of God's 
own making, but set in a plain frame, not gilded: 
a deformed man is also his workmanship, but not 
drawn with even lines and lively colors: the tOr- . 
mer, not for want of wealth, as the latter not for 
want of skill; but both for the pleasure of the 
maker. As for Aristotle, who would have pa­
rents expose their deformed children to the wide 
world without caring for them, his opinion 
herein, not only deformed. but most monstrous, 
deserves rather to be exposed to the scorn and 
contempt of all men. 

Some people, handsome by nature, have wilfully 
deformed themselves; such as wear BaCCfh1ll! his 
colors in their faces, arising not from having, but 
being, bad livers. When the woman (1 Kings, 
iii. 21,) considered the child that was laid 
by her, "Behold," said she, "it was not my 

O'g;I;,ed by Google . , ? • .. 
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son which J did bear." Should'Godsurvey the 
meas of many men and women;' be would not own. 
and ac~now1edge them for those which, he crea­
ted; 'many are 80 altered in color, and some in 
sex, women to men, aod men to women in their' 
monstrous-fashions, so th'at they who'bebold them' 
C~Dot by the evidence of their apparel give up 
their verdict of what sex they are. 

Oonfessors which wear the badges of truth are 
thereby made the more beautiful; . though deform­
ed in time of persecution for Christ's sake through 
men's maiice. This made Constantine the Great 
to kiss the hole in the face of Paphnutius, out of 
which the tyrant Maximinus had bored his eye for 
the 'profession of the faith, the good Emperor 
making much of the socket even when the CaD. 

die was put out. Next these, wounds in war 
are most honorable: halting is the stateliest march 
of a soldier:, and 't is a brave sight to see' the 
t1esh of an ancient as tom as his colors. He that 
mocks at the marks of valor in a soldier's face, is 
likely to Jive to have the brands of justice on his 
own shoulders. 

Nature oftentimes reeompenseth deformed 
bodies with excellent wits. Witness &Op, than 
whOtl6 fables children cannot read an easier, nor 
men a wiser book; for all latter moralists do but 
write comments upon them. Many jeering wits, 
who have thought to have rid at their ease on the 
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bowed backs or 1ODJ8 C\'ipples, lilW8' by their u. 
Jaappy answer. been 1Ulhorsed aad throwIa flat 08. 

their 01hl backs. A jeeriag gentlemm 00IJI00 

mended a hegg81', who was deiJrmed and little. 
better tit.. bJiad, for hmDg' an· exaellent eye. 
U True," said the beggar, cc for I can·diIeem an. 
honeSt maa fiom sach a knave al yoa are." 

Their soUls have been the chapels OflllUletitly, 
whose bodies have been the 'spitaIa of defOnaity. 
An emperor of Germany coming by cbaace on. & 

Sunday into a church, found there a most DJi&.. 
llka:ped priest "pene pon.entum natai'm," iDlJOo ' 
JllUch &8 the emperor aeomed and contemned 
him. But when he heard him read those words 
ia the' service, "fOr it is he that made us, and DOt 

we ourselves .. " the emperor cheeked his OWD proud 
~bts, and made inquiry into the quality and 
condition of the maD, and finding bim on exami­
Jl&tiOD to be most learned aDd devout, he made· 
bUll· A:rcbbia~p of Colen, which place be did 
excellently 4iachar~. 



PL.&.IPr.A'l:roa make. maokind ~, as g .... 
erlition makes it thicker. To adv.aDc& a hlpPJ' 

pAIMa-n;. the' -~ plio .... , - place 
ilileiM IIIIIlIt _tribute. their ..havora. 

Let _ prime- Illa4ilertakell be .. &' of no sbal. 
l..-lIeW;. nor narrow forwn.,; suda ,. have 
a re.lelltate~ s" that ,iii defea.ted in their ad" ... 
taaeo .goad, die}.' IDa, ~ .. ve a. retreating plaCe at· 
bo ... , and sa,Qh as will he eoteated' with \heir 
pte.eDt 101d to be beaefaotors to poaterit}l. Bat 
if tM pnDoe _self be pleued DOt enly to wink 
at .... witb his pemiuion, but also to 8Dlile oa 
them with his·en0CIUlap.aeat, there is. great • 
ofllllCCe8ll; C.thea he will grant the .. some illt­
OlDDities aM: pririleges. Othenr •• (iof .... 
IIIIIIIt be 81Ilatlled, .. laced) yowag plaa~ 
will pever grow, if straiq,ned with .. haM law ... 
settliecl ooJDlllODwealtbe. 

Let tlte pWnen be. honest, skilful, aad pamW 
JJ8ClIMe.' ..... if tbey be,.h all leap thither fro. 
the gaIDws, caD ur hope Car oream Qat alscum '1 
whu ... aend(aa I mar .. y) ohristian sU8lft 
to heathD sav... It,.... rather bi«erly tboIt 
falsely spokeo ... eellliag 0_ oC our wreetefa 
plalMtiOlllJ> (.,.sietiof moat of ........ people), 
" ta.t it WIlt vwy lik& .... Eoglaad, .. beia, spit 
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out of the very mouth of it." Nor must the plant­
ers be ,only honest, but industrious.also. What 
hope is there that they who-were drones at home 
will be bees abroad, espeoially if filr oW from aay 
to oversee them' 

Let the plaoe be naturally strong, or at least­
wise oapable of fortifioation. For ,though, at the 
first, planters are suffioiently fenced with theirowa 
poverty, and though at the beginning, their worst 
enemies will spare them out of pity to themselves, 
their spoil not oountervailing the cost of spoiling 
them; yet when onoe they have gotten wealth, 
they must get strength to defend it. Here know 
islands are easiJy shut, whereas contin~nts have 
their doors ever open; n~t to be bolted without 
great oharges. Besides, unadvised are those pIar.t­
ers, who having ohoice'of ground, have built­
their towns in places of a servile nature, as being 
overawed and oonstantly commanded by sOme' 
hills about them. : 

Let it have a self-suffioienoy, or some staple 
commodity to' balance traffic with other coun­
tries. As for a self-suffioienoy, few ceuntries oan 
stand alone, and suoh as can fur matter of want, 
will for wantonness lean on others. Staple com­
modities are suoh as are Ij.ever out of fashion, as 
belonging to' a man's 'being, being with comfort, 
being with delight, the luxury of our' age having 
m"8 superfluities-necessary. And such a pla.ce 

I 
~ 
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will thrive the better, when men may' say with 
Isaac, .. Rehoboth, now the Lord hath made room 
tOr us," when new colonies come not in with ex­
tirpation of the natives; for this is rath:er a sup­
planting thao a plaoting. 

Let the planters labor to be loved and feared of 
the Datives; with whom let them use all· just 
bargaining, being as naked in their dealingswitll 
them as the other in their going, keeping all eove­
Baots, performing all promises with them. Let 
them embrace aU oeeasions to convert them, 
knowing that each convert is a conquest; aod it 
is more honor to overcome pagaoism in one, than 
to conquer a thousaad pagans. As for the in­
seription of a Deity. in their hearts, it need not be 
new written, but only new scoured in them. I 
am confident that America (though the youngest 
sister of the four) is now grown marriageable, and 
daily hopes to get Christ to her husband, by the 
preaching of the gospel. This makes me atten­
tively to listen after some Protestant first-fruits, 
in hope the harvest will ri~n afterwards. 
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OJ' CONTENTMENT. 

IT is ODe property wlrieh (they say) is required 
or those who seek for the philollopher'a atone, that 
they muat Dot do it with any eovetou desire to 
be rich; for otherwise they shall never find it. 
But most true it is that whOllOever would have . 
tlUa jewel or contentment (which turns aU into 
gold, yea, want into wealth) mustC018e with miDda . 
diHBted of all ambitious and covetous thoughts; 
else are they never likely to obtain it. We will 
deBClibe conteaaoeDt first negatively. 

It is not a senseless stupiliity what becomes of 
our outwar~ estates. God would have 1JI take 
notice of all accidents which froID him bappen to 

us in worldly matters. Had the martyrs had the 
dead palsy before they went to the stake to be 
bumt, their sUiferings had not been so glorioue. 

It is not a word-braving, or eeomiDg of all 
wealth in diseoursE\.. Generally those who bout 
most of contentment have leut of it. Their v~ry 
boasting shows that 'hey want something, and 
basely beg it, namely commendation. These in 
their language are like unto kites in their. flying, 
which monnt in the air so scomfully, as if they 
disdained to stoop for the .whole earth, fetching 
about many stately circuits: but what is the 
spirit theee ooujuretl with 8Q mQ1 circlell intend' 
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to raise' a poor chicken, or perchance a piece of 
carriOD: and 10 the height of the others' proud 
boasting will humble itself for a little base gain .. 

But it is lIP humble and willing submitting 0ur­

selves to God'. pleasure in all eondition~. ODe 
observeth (how truly I dispute not) thafthe French 
naturally have 80 elegant and gracefUl a carriage, 
that what posture of body soever in their saluta­
tions, or what fashion of attire soever they are 
pleased to take on them, it doth 10 beseem them, 
that one would think nothing can beeom.e theBl 
better. Thus contentmeflt make. men carry 
themselves gracefully in wealth, want, in health, 
sidcness, freedom, fetters, yea, what condition 

. soever God allots them. 
It is no breach of contentment for men to com­

plain that their sufferings are unjust, as offered by 
men; provided they allow them for just, as pro­
ceeding nom Goo, woo useth wicked men'. iu. 
justice to correct his children. But let us take 
heed that ,we bite DOt so high at the handle Qf tile 
rod, as to tasten on his hand that holds it; our 
dDcontentmeDts mounting 10 high as to quarrel 
with God himself. 

It is DO breach of coateDtment Dr mea by law­
ful meaM to aeek the removal of their mDery 
and beUJer~ ol their estate. Thus men oapt 
by industry 10 endeaYGl' the gettin, of more 
"eaI&b, eYeI' _ .......... .,...QW'. wil. 
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A lazy hand is no argument of a contented heart. 
Indeed he that is idle, and followeth after .vain 
perllODB, shall have enough; but how? Ptov. 
xxviii: 19, " shall have poverty enough." 

God's spirit is the best schoolmaster to teach 
contentment; a schoolmaster who can make 
good scholars, and warrant the success as well 
as hiB endeavor. The school of sanctified afBic­
tions is the best place to learn contentment in : 
I say, sanctified; for naturally, like resty horses, 
we go the worse for the beating, if God bleBS not 
amictions unto Uti. 

Contentment consisteth not in adding more 
fuel, but in taking away some fire; not in mul­
tiplying of wealth, but in substracting men's de­
sires. Worldly riches, I like nuts, tear many 
clothes in getting them, spoil many teeth in 
cracking them, but fill no belly with eating them, 
obstructing only the stomach with toughness, and 
filling the bowels with windineBS: yea, our BOuls 
may BOOner surfeit than be satisfied with earthly 

'things. He that at first thought ten thousand 
pounds too much for anyone man, will afterwards 
think ten millions too little for himself. 
. Men create more discontents to th~mselves, 
than ever happened to them for others. We 
read of our Saviour, that at the burial·ofLazarus, 
John xi. 33, ", .. ~ ;un, "he troubled him­
selr," by hisspirit raising his own paBBioDB, though 
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with~ut any atuy or sinful disturbance. What 
was an act of power in.him, is an act of weak-' 
ness in other men: man disquieteth himself in 
vain, with mlll;'y cilUseless and needless afHie­
tions. 

Pious meditations much advantage contentment 
. in adversity. Such as these are, to consider first, 

that more are beneath us than above us; second­
ly, many of God's dear saints have been in the 
same condition; thirdly, we Qnt rather super­
fluities than necessities; fourthly, the more we' 

'. ha~e, the more' we must' account for; fifthly, 
earthly blessings, through man's corruption, are 
more prone to be abused than well used; sixthly, 
we must leave all ellrthly wealth at our death, 
" and riches avail not in the day of wrath:" but 
as some use to fill up the stamp of light gold with 
·dirt, thereby to make it weigh the he,avier; so it 
seema some men load their souls with thick clay, 
to make them pas8'the better in God's balance, 
but all to no purpose; seventhly, the less we 
have, the less it will grieve us to leave this world; 
lastly, it is the will of God, and therefore both for 
his glory and our good, whereof we ought to be 
assured: I have heard how a gentleman, travel­
ling in a misty morning, asked ofa shepherd (such 
men being generally skilled in the physiognomy 
of the heavens) what weather it would be 1 "It 
will be," said the shepherd, "what weather 
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abaIlpleue-me-:." aed bein, • .......,.,. r8fl8B1Ar­
ed! to· expreea his meaning, " Sit,." saitb. be. " it 
shall be- Wld weMll .. pleMeth, God, aad .at. 
w..aer ..... God. pleuethme." THe cea­
tentment maketh men to have even what daey 
thiak fittiag ~JDfelYes, beUU8& submittiDg to 
GM'& will and pleasure.. 

To conclude; a mao ought·t.e be like uate a 
cunning actor, who, if h. be eajoiaed to represent 
the person of some prince or nobleman., does it 
with a grace .anei comeliness; if by alld by he be­
comJDaDded 'to ky that uMie. and play the beg­
gar, he does tlt.at &8 willingly and &8 well. Bat 
aa it happened in .. uagedy (to spare naming the 
penon and place), tkatone being to act TheseU8t 

. in " Hero1lles Foren .. " coming out of heD, could 
not tor a 10., time be persuaded to wear -old sooty 
clothes proper to his. part, bat woeld needs 
come out of W, in 8r. white satin doublet: 80 

we are geD~rally loath, and it goes against iesht 
.. blood, to live in a low IDd poor estate, but 
noW fain ad ia richer and handsomer clothes, 
b1l grace, with much ado, subdaea 0lU' rebelliou 
atomaohs to God's will. 
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SOtsoMOff.lIIlitb trW" "ef __ iag IDIIDJ boou 
there itt DO' end;" 10 insatiable is the thir. of 
IDID thereiD: all: also endleas is tlte desire of' 
many in buying: and reading them. But we come 
, to our, rules. 

It is· a vanity 'to pereuade the world one hath 
much,learning by gettiBg a great library. Ae. 
soon shall I believe every 6I1e is valiant that hath 
a well furnished armory. I gueu good house­
keeping by the smoking, not the number of the 
tuonels; as knowing that many of them" (built 
merely for 1l11iformity) are without chimnies, and 
more without fires. Once a dunce, void ofleam-' 
iag but full of books, flouted a library-less schol­
ar with these words, " Salve, doctor sine libris : JJ 
but the next day the IIOhola.r coming into ~lU8 
jeerer's study crowded with books, .. Salvete,..li­
bri," saith he, "sine d~tore.JJ 

Few books well seleded are best. Yet as a. 
cenain W bought all the pictares that c8Jlle out,. 
because 'he might have his choice; such is the:. 
vain humor of lI1any men in gathering of boob: 
yet when they have dODe all, they miss their 
end, It being in the editions of authors 88 in tJae· 
faslliOn. of clothe., when 1:... tlai. be hath 
gotten the laAeat ud DeWest, preeeotly another­
newer comes out. 
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Some books are only cursorily to be tasted of. 
,Namely, first, voluminous books, the task of a 
man's life to'read them over; secondly, auxiliary 
books, only to be repaired to on occasions; third­
ly, such as are mere pieces of formality, so that 
if you look on them you look through them; and 
he that peeps through the easement of the index 
sees as much as if he were in the houSe. But, 
the laziness 'of those cannot be excused who per­
functorily pass over authors of consequence, and 
only trade in their tables of conients. These, 
like city-eheaters, having gotten the names of 
all country gentlemen, make silly people believe 
they have long lived in tholle places where they 
never were, and flourish with skill in those au­
thors they never seriously studied. 

The genius of the author is commonly discov-' 
ered in the dedicatory epistle. Many place the 
purest grain in the mouth of the sack for chap­
men to handle or buy: and from the dedication 
one may probably guess at the work, saving some 
rare 'and peculiar exceptions. .Thus when once 
a gentleman. admired how eo pithy, learned, and 
witty a dedication was matched to a 8at, dull, 
foolish 'book; "In truth," said another, "they 
may be well matched together, for I profess they 
are nothing akin." 

Proportion an hour's meditation to an hour's 
readina of .. staple author. This makes a maq 
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master of his learning, and dispirits the book into 
the scholar. The king of Sweden never filed 
his men above six deep in one company, because 
he would not have them lie in useless clusters in 
his a~my, but 80 that every particdlar soldier 
might be drawn out iDto service. Books that 
stand thin on the shelves, yet 80 as the owner of 
them can bring forth everyone of them into use, 
are better than far greater libraries. 

Learning hath gained most by those books by 
which the printers have lost. Arias Montanus) 
in printing the Hebrew Bible, (commonly called • 
the Bible of the king of Spain) much wasted him­

'self, and was accused in the court of Rome for 
his good deed, and being cited thither, "pro tan­
torum laborum prlllmio vix veniam impetravit." 
Likewise Christopher Plantin, by printing of his 
curious interlineary Bible in Antwerp, through 
the unseasonable exactions of the king's officers, 
sunk and almost ruined his estate. And our 
worthy English knight, who set forth the golden­
mouthed Father- in a silver print, was a loser by 
it. 

Whereas fooli~h pamphlets prove most bene­
ficial to the printers. When a French printer 
complained that he was utterly undone by print­
ing a solid serious book of Rabelais cOncerning 

.~. 
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pbysic,llabelais, to wnake _ recompense, made 
that bit jesting, ecuniloulJ work, wbicb repaired 
1be printer's loss wit .. adnntage. Bacia boob 
the 'World liWIU'IIUI too mach with. W'" one 
had set out a witleupamphlet, writing Fiais 
at the end thereof, another wittily wrote beneath 
it, 

__ CC Nay, there thou lieet, my frieud, 
In writing foolish books there is DO end." 

And surely such scurrilous, scandalous papers 
do more than conceivable mischief. First, their 
lusciousness put many palates out of taste, that 
they can never after relish any solid and whole­
some writers: secondly, they cast dirt on the 
faces of many innocent persons, which, dried on 
by continuance of time, can never after be wash­
ed oft": thirdly, the pamphlets of this age may 
pass for records with the next, (because publicly 
uncontrolled) and what we laugh at, our children 
may believe: fourthly, grant tlie things true they 
jeer at, yet this music is unlawful in any chris­
tian church, to play upon the sins and miseries 
of others, t~e fitter object of the e,1egies than the 

. satires of all truly religious. 
But what do I, speaking against multiplicity of 

books in this age, who trespass in this nature 
~yseln What was a learned man's • compliment, 

·Erumua. 
, 



r --~--- .. 

• 

i17 

_y Berve for lDy conte.;oa aad conclusion, 
" Multi mei similes hoe IIJOI'bo laborant, ut cum 
ICriber~ neseiant, tamen a.. lleribelido tempe~N 
aon possint." 

OF TIME-SERVING. 

THERE be four kinds of time-serving:: first, 
out of christian discretion, which is commenda­
ble; second,' out of human infirmity, whicb is 
more pardonable; tbird, and fourth, out of igno.- , 
rance, or atrectation, botb wbich are damnable : 
or tbem iR order. 

He is a good time-eefver that complies his man-
ners to tbe several ages of this life: pleasant in .' -
youth, without wantonness; grave in old age, 
without frowardness. Frost is as proper for "iu-
ter, as flowers for spring. Gravity becomes the 
ancient; and a green Christmas is neither hand­
Bome nor healthful. 

He iB a good time-server that finds out the fit­
test opportunity for every action. God bath 1Dade 
" a time for everytbing under tbe SUD," Bave only 
for that, which we do at all times, to wit, sin.' 

He is a good time-server tbat improves the 
present ror God's glory and his own salvation. 
Of all the extent of' time, only the instant is that 
which we'Cltn call ours. 



218 TBB BOLY STATS. 

Be is a good time-server that is pliant to the 
times in matters of mere indifferency. To blame 
ue they whoee minds may seem to be made of 
one entire bone without any joints: they cannot 
bend at all, but stand as stimy in things of pure 
indift"erency as in matters of absolute necessity. 

He is a good time-server that in time of perse­
cution neither betrays Hod's cause, nor his own 
safety. And this he may do, 

1. By lying hid both in his person and prac­
tice: though he will do no evil, he will forbear 
the public doing of some good. He hath as good 
cheer in his heart, though he keeps not open 
house, and will not publicly broach his religion, 
till-the palate of the times be better in taste to 
relish it. .. The prudent shall keep silence -in 
that time, for it is an evil time;" though ac­
cording to St. Peter's command we are to " give 
a reason of our hope to everyone that asketh/' 
namely, that asketh for, his instruction, but not 
for our destruction, especially if wanting lawful 
authority to examine us. ~. Ye shall be brought" 
saith Christ, (no need have they therefore to run) 
.. before princes for my sake." 

2.))y flying away: if there be no absolute 
necessity of his staying, nO scandal giyen by his 
flight; if he wants strength to stay it out till 

- death; and lastly; if God openetb a fair way for 
bis departure: otherwiSe, if God bolts.the doors 



TIME-8EItVlNO. 

and windows against him, he is not to creep out 
at the top of the chimney, and to make his es­
cape by unwarrantable courses. If all should 
fly, truth would want champions for the present; 
if truth might 
fOlf We come now 
out 

thtr:; 
trtr:;li 

hlith sometimes 
of persecution. 

tr:;tr:;'l£i:ilJltr:; h("ein cannot be ~~'0"",~", 
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JUae; gaping fOr -company, .. others gaped 
.bewmthem, "PderNoat.er," or, "'Our Father." 
l,eooId both sigh anchmile at tile witty ilimplioi­
'TOf a poor old woman who ilad lived in the dayaof 
.Quen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, and said her 
prayers daily both ill Latin and -English, uad 
'c let God," said she, "take to himself which he 
likeS besL." 

But worst are tlloee who ser,e the times out 
of mere afFectation; dOlag as the times do, Bot 
because the times do .. they sBould do, but mere. 
ly &'r sinister respects, to ingratiate themselves. 
We read of an Earl of Oxford fined by King 
Henry the Seventh fifteen thousand IDIU'kR fur 
having too many retainers. But how many rewn­
ers ,hath time bad in all ages? and servants in 
all offices? yea, and cbaplains too ? 

It is a very difficult ~bing to serve the times; 
they change 80 frequently, 80 suddenly, and some-• 
times eo violently from one extreme to another. 
The times under Diocletian were Paga~ under 
Poutantiae, Cbristian; under Constantius, Ari­
,an; under Julian, Apostate; under Jovian, 
Cbri8tian again; and all within the age of man, 
the term of seventy years. And would it not 
have wrenched and sprained bis soul with short 
turning, who in all these should have beeD of the 
religion for the time being? 
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Time-servers are oftentimes left in the lurch 

If they do not only give their -word for the times . 
in their constant discourses, but also give their 
bonds for them, and write in their defence. 
Such, when theiimes turn afterwards 10 aaother 
extreme, are'lefHn the briers, and eome othery 
bardly from the bill of their -hands i if they turn 
again with the times, none will trust them; fOf 
who will make a staft'-of til osier f 

Miserable will be the condition of snch time­
-servers when their master is taken from them; 
when, as the angel swore, RM. x. 6, that c, time 
'Shall be no longer." Theretbre is it best aemng 
of 'him who is 'eternity. a master that ean eYer 
protect us. 

To conclude i he that intends to meet with one 
~n a great fair, and knows not where he is, may 

'sooner find him by standing still in some prinoi- \ 
pll place there, than by traversing it up and 
down. Take thy stand on some' good grwnd 
in religion, and keep thy station in a fixed p0s­

ture, never hunting airer the times to fullow them, 
and an hundred to one, they will eome to thee 
once in thy lifetime. 
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OF MODER.ATION. 

MODBRATION .. is the silken string running 
tbro~h the pearl-ehain of all virtues." - It 
appears both in practice and judgment: we will 
insist on the latter, and describe it first negatively • 
. Moderation is not a halting betwixt two opin­

ions, when the through-believing of one of them 
is necessary to salvation: no pity is to be shown 

; to such voluntary cripples. We read (Acts 
• xxvii. 12,) of a haven in Crete which .lay to­

ward. the south-west, and towards the north­
west: strange, that it could have part of twoop­
posite points, north, and south: sure, it must be 
very winding. And thus some men's souls are 
in such intricate postures, they lay towards the 
Papists, and towards the Protestants: such we 
count not of a moderate judgment, but of .an im-

. moderate unsettledness. 
Nor is it a lukewarmness in those things where­

in God's glory is concerned. Herein it's a true 
rule, .. Non amat qui non zelat." And they that 
are thus lukewarm here shall be too hot here­
after in that oven wherein dough-baked cakes 
shall be burnt. 

- But it is a mixture of discretion and charity in 
one's judgment. Discretion puts a difference be-

• Biehop Hall. 
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twixt things absolutely neceaaary to salvation to 
be dooe and believed, and those which are of a 
aeeond sort and lower form, wherein more liber­
ty and latitude is allowed. In maintaining where­
of, ,the stiffness of the judgment is abated, aod 
suppled with charity towards his neighbor. The 
lukewarm man eyes, only his own ends, and par­
ticular profit; the moderate mao aims at the gOod 
of others, and unity of the church. 
- Yet such moderate men'are commonly crushed 
betwixt the extreme parties on both sides. But 
what said Ignatius 1 " I am Christ's wheat, and must 
be ground with the teeth of beasts, that I may be 
Qlade God's pure manchet." Saints are bom to 
suifer, and must take it patiently. Besides, in 
this world generally they get the least preferment; 
it faring with them as with the guest that sat in 
the midst of tbe table, who could reach to neither 
mess, above or beneath him : 

,. Esuriunt medii, fiDe8 bene 8UIItsaturati; 
Dixerunt ltulti, mediom tenuere beati." 

.. Both enda 0' w' table (ornillhed are with meat. 
Whilst they in middle nothing ~ve to eat. 

They were DODe of the w __ well I wist, 
WJ10 made bIiu in the middle to coaaiIt. .. 

Yet these temporal inconveniences of modera. 
tion are abundantly recompensed with other bet­
ter benefits: for 

1. A well informed judgment in itself is a pr. 
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&raeat. PotUlOD bep.D Leect ofpbiJalJopberl 
Dalle •. ~', who wholly adhered to no for. 
.., sect, but chose out of all of them what they 
daought best. Surely such diviDes, who mOD­
importiDg controversies extraet the prob,blest 
.pinion. fiom all.profeaioos, are best at ease m 
their mindl. 
~ ••• tbe.moderate man's temporal hopei .e' 

not great, 80 his fear~ are the less. He fears not 
to haye the spliater. of his party (when it breaks) 
6y into his eye., or to' be buried under the ruins 
of hi. Bide, if IUpprest. He never pmned his re­
ligion OD auy man's sleeve, no not OD .. the Il'IIl 
of desb," and therefore is free from all danger­
ous engagements. 

3. His coDSerenceis clear from raising 8CD~. 
ill the church. The Turks did use to wonder 
maoh at our Englishmen for pinking or cuUiD, 
their clothes, counting them little better than mad 
for their paiDs to make holes in whole cloth, which 
time of itself would tear too soon. But grant 
JDen may do with their own garments, as their 
fa,ncy adviseth them; yet wo be to such who wil­
lingly c~t and rend the seamless coat of Christ 
with dissensions~ 

4. His religion is more constant and durable; 
beiag Jaere, "in via," in his way to heaven, and 
jogging on a good tr~veller's JllI.C8, be overtakea 
and outgoes many violent men, whose over~hot, 
jlJ.grounded zeal was quickly tired. 



5. I. matters ofmomeat, iadeed, none! are mo~ 
aealo1l8. He thriftily treasured up lis spirits fOr 
6lat time, who, if he h~d tlrmerly rent his lung. 
b 8TerY trifle, he would have wuted breath ift 
fJ8iRte of'imporeabCe. 

6. ORca in til age the mecletate man is i. 
6ahion : each es.treme caulU him, to make them 
mends; Utd suntIy be 1Mh .. ~at Ild\'aDtage to 
be a pellee-maket betwia:t opposite parties. Nolt 
1rId1st, as we have said, moderate men are eoa­
.etaat to themselres, 

Violent men reel from one extremity to another. 
Who would think that the East and West Indies 
were so ,near together. whose names speak them 
et diainetrical opposition 1 And yet their extreml. 
ties are either the same continent, or parted with 
• very narrow &ea. As the world is round, I!IO 

we may observe a cire.lation in opinions, and 
flolent men turn often round in their tenets. 

Pride is the greatest enemy to moderation. 
This makes men stickle fo~ thei, opinions, to make 
them fundamental. Proud men, having deeply 
studied some additional point in divinity, will 
strive to make the same necessary to salvation, to 
enhance the value ~f ~heir own worth and pains; 
and it must be fundamental in religion, because 
it is fundament.Lto their reputatioil. Yea, as 
love doth descend, and men dote most on their 
grandchildren, so these are indulgent to the~e-

B 
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-dllCtiOll8 of their deduetiilNls; and ~DeDtial iD­
fereBees to the seventh generaw., making .them 
all of the foundation, tbough acarce°ofthe build­
iag of religiou.. Anoient Fathers made the oreed 
, symbolum,' the shot and totallum offaith. Since 
whioh how many arrearages, and after-reoitoniugs 
have men brought us in ? to which if we will Dot 
pay our belief, our souls must be arrested with­
out bail upon pain of damnation. Next to pride, 
popular applause is the greatest foe moderatioo 
hath, and sure they who sail with that wind have 
theil owo vain-glory for their haven. 

To close up all, let men, 00 God's bleBBing, 
aoundly, yet wisely, whip and lash lukewarmne88 
and time-serving, their thongs will never flyi Il 
the face of true moderation, to do it any -harm; 
for, how.ver men may undervalue it, tbat Father 
spake moat truly, " Si virtutum finis iDe sit maxi­
mus, qui plurimomm spectat profeotum, moder .. 
tio prope omnium puloherrima est." 

OF- GRAVITY. 

GRAVITY is the ballaatofthe 8Oul, which keeps 
the mind steady. It is either ttue, or counter-
feit. ° _ 

Natural dulness, and heaviness or tempel, is 



lIOIDetUneS mistaken fbr true granty, in aubh 
men in whose constitutions one of the tetrarch 
elements, fire, may seem to he omitted. These 
sometimes not only cover their defeets, b1!t get 
praise : 

.. Slape latet "ilium proximitate boIIi." 

They do wisely to counterfeit a reservedness, 
and to keep their chests· always IQeked, not for "ar any should steal treasure thence, but lest 
some should -look in, and see that there is noth­
~ng within them. Wonder not so much that such 
men are grave, but wonder at them if they be 
not grave. 

Affected gravity passes often for that which is 
true ~ I mean with dull eyes, for in itself nothing 
is more ridiculous; when one shall use the pre­
face ofamile, to briag in a furlong of matter, set 
his face and speech in a frame, aad ~ make men 
believe it is some precious liquor, their words 
come out drop by drop. Such meri's vizards'do 
sometimes falUiom them, not without the.Iaugh­
terofthe beholders. One was called "gravity" 
fbr his affected solemness, who afterwards be­
ing catehed ia a light punk, was ever after to the 
day·of his death ealled " gravity-levity." 

True gravity expresseth itself in gait, gesture, 
apparel, and speech. " V oxqullldam est animi, 

. B2 
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eorporis motlis." As fbr speeoh, grant, __ 
joins it , 

1. Not to be over mueh. "In the mahi"'of 
words thent "anteth DOt sin.~' ~ of ......ay 
many of them must be idle, whose best COIBm.­
dation is that they are good for nothing. Be­
sides, " Dum otiosa verba cavere negligimus, ad 
Doxia pervenimus." And great talkers discharge 
too thick" to take always true aim; beaidea, it is 
odious in a company.' A man fbU of word., who 
took himself to be a grand wit, made his bng 
that he was the leader of the ttieeourse in "bat' 
company soever he came, and "none," said 
he, "dare speak in, my presenee, if I hold my 
peace." "No wonder," answered ODe, "tOr­
they are all struck dumb at the ·mira-cle of your 
silence." 

2. To be wise and disereet. Colossians iv. 6, 
"Let your speech be always with grace, IleUOD­

ed with salt:.. always-not only sometiBMlS, in 
the company of godly men. Tindal's being'io the 
room, hindered a juggle .. that he could not play 
his fuats: (a saint's presence stape the devW. el­
bow-room to do his tricks) and' Be SOMe wicIced 
men are awed into good disC)Ourse, whilst pious 
people are present. But it must be always 
"seasoned with salt," whieh is the "primurn 
vivens et ultimum moriena" at a feast, first 
brought, and last taken away, and .set i~ the mWBt 



. "ID_ necenaty thereunto. u"With salt," 
that is with wisdom and discretioo, <C non eaIi. 
_, sed sale ;" nor yet with lDlartiog jeerll, like 
those whctse mleOurBe is fire.4alt, lpeaking eo. 
ttaDt l.urea to tJJt, disgrace of others. 

The.t may be dooe prifttel,. without breaoh of 
gRvity, which may oot be done publioly; .. 
wbeo a father makes himself Ilia child's ratde, 
.portIng wid» him till the ather hath de.,oved 
tbe willi mao i. him : 

If -.0- ia II'UIIUIe .... " 

tIIRII8d or ltately IIteed, 
Bidiar .,. a reed. 

Making play uoto him, that ooe would tlWlk" 
. be killed his own diseretioo, to bring his cW 

uleep. Suob eaaea are DO trespus on Il'a.,ity; 
aad married JIleo may oIaim the!r privilege, to 
be judled by their peers, ud may herein appeal 
&om the eensuriag verdiet of bachelors. 

Nature io meo is 80metimes UIljuatJy taxed .." 
a trelpaaa apinst gravity. Some have aoti.,e 
apirits, yea, their ordinary pace is a race. Otb-. 
ere have 80 IIClOlDful a carriage, that he who aeeth 
.nm OBOe may lhink diem to be all pride, whilst 
Jae that see&b them often bOWl tJaem to have 
neae. Othere bave pe.rebaooe a milbeieemiq 
.avb in gesture whiok they c~ot amead j ~t 

a3 
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tOrk neediDg stl'ODl tines wherewith one' most 
thrust away nature. A fOurth sort are of a m. 
ry., cheerfiiI disposition; and God fOrbid aU soola 
should be condemned for lightness. 0 let not 
any envious eye disinherit men' of that which ie 
their portion in this life, comfortably to enjoy the 
blessings thereof. Yet gravity must proQe, 
though not root out our-mirth. 

Gracious deportment may sometimes unjustly 
be accused of lightness. Had oDe seen David 
dancing before the ark, Elijah in his praying 
,posture when he put his head betwiltt his legs, 
perchance he might have condemned them of 

-unfitting behavior. Had he seen Peter and 
John posting to Christ's grave, Rhoda running 
into the house, he would have th01Jght they had 
left their gravity behind them. But let none 

. blame them fOr their speed, until he knows what 
were their spurs, and what were the motives that 
urged them to make such haste. These their 
actions were the true conclusions, following from 
some inward premises in their own souls; and 
that may be a syllogism in grace, which appears 
.... solecism· in manners. 

In BOrtle· persons gravity is most necessary, 
'yiZI in magistrates and ministers. One Palen­
zine, an Italian gentleman, and kinsman to Sea~' 
Uger, had in one night all his hair changed from 
blll'Ck t& gray. Such an alteration ought- there 

, 
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to " in the heads of every ODe that enters into 
holy orders, or public office, metamorphosed 
from alllightne88 to gravity . 
. God alone is the .giver of true gravity. No 
man wanta 80 much of any grace as he hath to 
spare; and a constant impre88ion of God's omni­
presence is an exCellent way to fix men's 8Ouls. 
Bishop Andrews ever placed the picture of MuI­
easter, his aehoolmaater, over the door of his study 
(whereas in all the rest of his house you should 
l!I()ale8 see a picture), as to be his tutor and su­
pervisor. Let us coDBtantly apprehend 6od'8 
being in presence, and this will fright us into 
Raid behavior. 

OF'MARRIAGE •. 

80MB men have too much decried marriage. 
6ive this holy estate her doo, and then we shall 
find, 

Though bachelors be the strongest stakes, 
married men are the best binders in the hedge 
of the oommonwealth. 'T is the policy of the 
Londooers, when they send a ship into the Le· 
Tant or Mediterranean Sea, to make every mari­
n er therein .. merchant, eacli seaman adventur­
iDg 8Qm8what of his own, which will make him 
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more wary lo avoid, aad more 'YWtnt to ....... 
go daugers. Thus married mea, eepecially it 
having posterity, are the deeper sb~s in tha& 
state wherein they live, wlOOh ellgageth their af­
fections to the greater loyalty. 

It is the worst clandestine marriage when God 
is not invited to it. Wh~efore beforebaud btC 
his graeious assistance. _ Marriage' l!lhan prov" 
nO lottery to ,thee, when the hand of Providence 
eAooseth for tbee, who, if drawing a lllUlk, can 
turn it into a prize, by IIIUlcUCying a bad wi. 
unto-tbee. 

Deceive not thyself by over-expeotiog happiw. 
ness in the married estate. Look' not therein 
for contentment greater tban God will give, or a 
ereature in this world can receive, namely, to be 
free from aU inconveniences. Marriage is not 
like the hill Olympus, :~ ~, wholly clear, 
without clouds. Yea, expect both wind and 
Storlllfl sometimes, wbioh when blowD over, the 
air is tbe clearer and wholesomer for it. Make 
account of certain cares and troubles which will 
attend tbee. Remember tbe nightingales, which 
sing only some months in the spring, but cOm­
monlyare silent whell they have batched their 
eggs, as if tbeir mirtb were turned jnto care for· 
their young ODeS. Yet all the molestations of 
marriage are abundantly recompensed wi.th otber. 
comforts which 'God bestoweth 'on them, who 
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. ' make "a wise choiee of a wire, and observe the 
fonowing rules : 

Let grace and goodness be the principal load­
stone of thy affections. For love which bath 
ends will have an end, whereas that which is 
founded in true virtue will always" continue. 
Some hold it unhappy to be married with a dia­
mond ring; perchance, (if there be so much rea-
80n in .their folly), beeause the diamond hinders 
the roundness of the ring; ending the infiniteness 
thereof, and seems to presage· some termination 
in their love, which ought ever to endure; and 80 

it will, when it is founded in religion. 
Neither choose all, nor not at all for beauty. 

A cried-up beauty makes more for her own 
praise than her husband's profit. They tell us 
of a floating island iii Scotland: but sure DO 

wise pilot wHl east anchor there, lest the la'ftd 
swim away with' his ship. So are they served, " 
and justly enough, WM only fasten their love on 
fading beauty, and both fail together. 

Let there be DO great disproportion in age. 
They that marry ancient people merely in ex­
peetation to bury them, hang -themselves in hope 
that one will come and cut the halter. 

Let wealth in its due dIstance be regardetl. 
There be two towns in the land of Liege, ealled 
Bovins and Dinant, the inhabitants whe.reof bev 
almost an incredible hatred one to another, aDd 
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yet notwithstanding their children usually marry 
together.; and the reason is, because there is 
none other good town or wealthy place near 
them. Thus parents for a little pelf often marry 
their children to those whose persons they hate; 
and thus union betwixt families is not made, but 
the breach rather widened the more. 

This shall serve for a conclusion. A bach­
elor was saying, "next to no wife, a good wife is 
best." "Nay," said a gentlewoman, "next to 
a ~ wife, no wife is the best." I wish to all 
married people the outward happiness which, 
anno 1605, happened to a coup!e in tbe city of 
Delft in Holland, living most lovingly together 
seventy-five years in wedlock, till the man being 
one hundred and three, the woman ninety-nine 
years of age, died within three hours each of 
other, and were buried in the same grave. 

OF FAME. 

F A.ME is the echo of actions, resounding them 
to the world, save that the echo repeats only the 
Jast part, but fame ·relates all, and often more 
than all. 

Fame sometimes hath created something of 
nothing. She hath made whole countries more 
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tbu ever ,nature did, especially near the poles, 
and then hath peopled them likewise with in. 
habitants of her own inventioD, pygmies, giaots, 
and amazons. Yea, fame is sOmetimes like unto 
a kind of mushroom, which Pliny recounts to be 
the greatest miracle in nature, because growing 
and having DO 'root, as fame no ground for her 
reports. 

Fame often. makes a great deal of a little . 
. Absalom killed one of David's sons, and fame 
killed all the rest: and generally she magnifies 
and multiplies matters. Loud was that lie which 
that bell told, hangiDg in a clock·house at West­
minster, and usually rung at the coronation . and 
funerals of princes, having this inscription about 
it, 

" King Edward made me 
Thirty thoUll8Dd aDd three ; 
'fake me dowD aDd weigh me, 
ADd more ahaIl you find me." 

But when this bell was taken down at the 
doomsday of abbeys, this aod two more were 
found not to weigh twenty thou.sand. Many re­
lations of tiune are found to shrink accordingly. 

Some fames ar~ most difficult to trace home to 
their form; and those who have sought to track 
them, have gone rather in a circle than forward, 

. ~d oftentimes, through the doubling of rppo.rtal, 
-Jlave retu~ect ba9k lIfain where ther berq, 
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PoliticiaJl8116JDetimes rade famee em parpoee; 
at tlat sucb things are done alNUY, whielt the, 
mean to do afterwards. By the light of tbo8e 
false fires they see jnto men's heartl!J, and theee 
t'aII!Ie 1'1lDlOhI are tree scouts to diaoover Blen'. 
dil!lpOllitions. Besides, the deed, though strange 
in itself, is done afterwards with ~e 1888' noise, 
men bavilll vented their wonder beforehand, aDd 
the strangeness of the aetioa is aDated, because 
I:wmerly made stale in report. But if the rDOlOr 
startles men extremely, and draws1rith it dan­
gerous consequences, then they can presend, 
oonmte it, let their mfientiOns fall, and prosecute 
it no further. 

The Papal Side of all fame..merehants dri\'e 
the most gainful trade, as that worthy bight, 
Sir Edward Sandys, hath given us an exact sur­
vey thereof. But long before them, strange was 
that plot of Stratoele., who gave it out that he 
had gotten a victory, a,nd the coutant report 
thereof continued three daYB, and theD was eon­
tuted; and Stratoeles being charged with abus­
ing hiB people with a lie, "Why," said he, " are 
1e angry with me for making you pass three 
days in mirth and jollity more than otherwise 
you should ? I' 

Incredible is the swiftness ot fame in carrying 
reports. Fitst she creeps through. village, then 
the goes through a toWll, then .be l'IIDS through 
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a'CilJI th.n ... Bibs .... gk a cel$trYI still the 
~et the falter. y~ Chriet. wlMl m ... the 
... .-, ... not teU-t-tle feme silent., 
though charging those he cured to lloId their 
peace, "but 110 WiUCh the more weat there a fame 
&bro_ ofilia" Y-ea, sOme things bave been re­
,...d ..... ever 'bey wttre Une, at impossi­
ble dilltaaoe.. The OYerthtoW .r Peneus ·watt 

bt.ougllt 0. ef llacedOD' to Roome in foUf days. 
ADd iR Domitiaa's tiae, a . report was brmlJllt 
t\IN tholDUd five hlindted miles in one day. In 
which umiGents, 
. I. Fame tak .. post OR .orne other advama.ge. 

Thbs the overtMoW of the SabiDes wu known 
at Rome "prin peae qu .... nunoiari po&8it/' by 
the meane -ef tbe al'lll8 of the SabiBes drowbed 
in the river of Tiber~ Uld carried OOWR by the 
tille to Rome. And thus, lUUlo. 1568, the o.vet'-

• &brew __ It the Spaniards ,ave the Dutch at 
the riw. of Em., wa. known at Gtuonilli before 
aDy horseman 'could reach thither,.by the mWti­
tude of the Dutch cape whiek tile river brovght 
deh iato the city. BM t-"',fpIlveyaaeea &N 

. bat alll3s to·make .u~hminealou .. peed: where­

.. fIIMIltltid11!1i5 tepoIts we carried, 
~. By the mioi ... atioll of spirits. The .dev • 

.. .... ·.t lei..., to pia, stich ptaHs, tad IDa" 
do it i. a frebc. ab4 yet tile, would. 808l'e~ he 
.•• uri .. e ... pt .tIley Were ....u paill ~r ... 
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portage, getting some profit thereby, (doing of 
mischief is all the profit they are capable 01), aad 
do harm to Some by the suddenness &f those re-

,ports. Or else, 
3. The tame is antedated aDd raieed befOre 

the fact, being related at guess before it was 
acted. Thus some have been causelessly c0m­

mended for early rising in the morning, who in­
deed came to their journey's end over night. If 
such for«:-made reports prove true, they are ad- ' 
mired and registered; it talse, negJeeted and 
forgotten: as those only which eacaped ship­
wreck hung up .. votivas tabulas," tablets with 
their names, in ,those haven-tOWDs where they 
came ashore ~ but as for those who are drowned, 
their memorials are drowned with them. 

General reports are seldom talse. " Vox p0p­

uli vox Dei." A body of that greatDeM hath aD 

eye of like clearness, and it is impossible that a 
wanderer . with 'a counterfeit pus shoald pus 
undiscovered. 

, A fond fame is best confuted by neglecting it. 
By fond, underttud such a report as is rathu 
ridiculous than dangerous if believed. It is DOt 
worth the making a schism betwixt newlHDOD­
gers, to set up an anti-fame againatit. Yea, seri­
ously and studiously to endealOl' to eoafute it, 
will grace the rumor too m~h, and give suspi­
cion that indeed there is flOIDe reality in it. W" 
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madness were it to plant a piece of ordnance to 
bNt down an aspen leaf, which having always 
the palsy, will at last fall down of itself. And 
fame hath much of the scold in ber; the best 
way to silence her is to be silent, and then at 
last she will be out of breath with blowing her 
own trumpet. 

Fame sometimes reports things less than they 
are. Pardon her for, offending herein, sbe is 
guilty 80 seldom. For one kingdom of Scotland, 
which, they say, geographers describe an hun-_ 
dred miles too short, most northern countries are 
made too large. Fame generally overdoes; un­
deryloes but in some particulars. The Italian 
proverb hath it," there is less honesty, wisdom, 
and money in men than is counted on : " yet some­
times a close churl, who'locks his coffers 80 fast 
fame could never peep' into them, dieth rich.er 
than he was repOrted when alive. None could 
come near to feel his estate; it might therefore 
cut fatter in his purse, than was expected. But 
fame fills most short in those transcendents 
which' are above ber predicaments: as in Solo­
mon's wisdom, " and behold one half was not told 
me; thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth tbe 
fame tbat I heard : " but cbiefly in fore-reporting 
the happinelS in heaven, whicb ., eye hath not 
MeD, nor ear beard, neither hath it entered intO 
.the heart of man &0 conceive." 
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OF MIN(STERS' MAINTENANCF:. 

MAINTENANCE of ministers oaght to be plen­
tiful, certain, and in some lIOn prOportionable t& 

their deserts. It should be plea.tiful, because 
Their education was very chargeable to fit 

them iOr their profession, both at sehool, and in 
- the university: their books very dear, and thOle 

which they bought in foijo, shrink fJuiokly in-
to quartos, in respect of the price their execu- > 

&ors can get for them. Say not that sebolan 
clraw needless expenses on lbemselves by their 
own lavishness, and that the, should ratMr lead 
a fashion of thrift, than follow 00& of riot j fOr 
let any equal man tax the biB of their Dace_ary 
charges, and it amo_u tG a grlfl.t IftIm, r-. thoarb 
they be never so gGOd bue"" Btteides;" 
prices of all eomrDo~tie8 dWy rite higher; all 
persons and profeasionl are railed iD tbeir mUl­
Ber of living. Scholars therefore, eveD agaiaat 
their willa, must otherwbilea be inYOlved in tile 
general expeuivenelB of the times; it being n. 
possi.ble that one spoke aboaId staad lUll. ~. 
'all the wheel tama aboat. 

Oltjec. But maar needle. .. y csh,rp thee­
selves in living too lou, iothe Vm. .... :r. 1I1M1t­
'iog 110 10lIl of their ~, Uley ate IMr,. " wWt 
the wiser for it i 1dult' .... , Id ltayiag there 

..J 
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80 long, nor going through the porch of human 
arts, but entering into divinity at the postern, 
have m8.de good preachers, providing' their pe0-

ple wholellOme meat, though not 110 finely drellt. 
AftStII. Much good may it do tneir very hearts 

that' feed on it. But how necessary a competent 
knowledge of those sciences is for a perfect di­
vine, is known to every wise man. Let not men's 

. suiferirig be counted their fault, not those accu": 
ad to stand idle in the market, who~ no man 
hath hited. Many would leave the University 
sooner, if called into the country on tolerable 'con­
ditions .. 

Because ministers are to subsist ip a tree, lib­
eral~ and comfortable way. Balaam, the flUse 
prophet, rode wjth his two men j God's Levite had 
one man: Oh let not the ministers of the Gos­
pel be slaves to other., and servants to them­
selves I They are not to pry into gain through 
every small chink. It beoomes them rather to 
he acquainted with the natures of things, than 
with the prices, and to know them rather 88 tbey 
~e in the wOI'ld than 88 they are in the market. 
OtJaerwiae, if his meana be small, and living poor. 
necell8ity will bolt bim out of his own study. aDd 
lend him to the barn, when he should be at hill 
book, or make him study his Euter-book mor. th_ 
dotbel' writer.. BereapoP lJOIIle wantiag what 
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. they should haYe at home, have done what they 
should not abroad. 

Because hospitality is expected at their hands. 
The poor come t9 their houses, as if they bad in­
terest in tbem, and the ministers can neither re­
ceive them nor refuse them. Not to relieve them, 
were not Christianity, and to relieve them,were 
worse than infidelity, because therein they wrong 

'. their providing for their own family. Thus some­
times are they forced to be Nabals against their 
will; yet it grieveth them to send away the pe0-
ple empty. But what shall they do, seeing they 
cannot multiply their loaves and their fishes? 
Besides, clergymen are deeply rated to all pay­
ments. Oh that their profession were but as 
highly prized as their estate is valued I . 

Because they are to provide for their posterity, 
that after the death of their parents they may live, 
thongh not in a high, yet in an honest fashion, 

. neither leaving them to the wide world, nor to.a 
narrow cottage. 

Because the Levites in the Old Testament had 
plentiful provision. Oh 't is good ~ be God's 
pensioner, for he giveth his large allowance. 
They had cities and suburbs,' (houses and glebe. 
land) tithes, freewill-offerings, and their parts in 
first-fruits, and saerifice~. Do the ministers of 
the Gospel deserve worse wages for bringing bet­
~er tidinJs1 Besides, the Levites' places we" 
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,taereditary, and the BOD sur~ of his father's house 
and land without a faoulty" ad suooedendum 
patri." 
.. Beoause the Papists in time of Popery gave 
their priests plentiful means. Whose benefac­
tors, so bountiful to them, may serve to condemn 
the ~vetoU8n.ess of our age towards God's min­
isters, in suoh who have more knowledge, and, 
should have more religion. 

Olliec. But the great means of th~ olergy in 
time of Popery was rather wrested than given. 
The priests melted men's hearts into oharity with ' 
the soarefire of purgatory; and for justice now' 
to give baokwhat holy fraud had gotten away, is 
not saorilege but restitution. And when those 
grand and vast donations were given to the 
ohuroh, there was (as some say) a voioe of an­
gels heard from heaven, saying, "hodie venenum 
in eoolesiam Christi ceoidit." 

Answ. If poison then fell into the Churoh, 
sinoe hath there a strong antidote been given to 
expel it, espeoially in impropriations. Distin­
guish we betwixt suoh donations given to us~s iii. 
themselves merely unlawful and supers~tious, as 
praying for the deael, and the like; and Chose 
w:hioh "in genere .. were given to God's service, 
though .. in speoie" some superstitious end were 
UlIlexed thereto. And grant the former of these 
~ ~ vojd in their very grantiDg! yet ~e 'a~ 



cmght to be ~.8II.d .. eft .. to dIe ~ ow., 
and in DO ease to be .uene.ted fro~ Goel.. PIa4D 
.saith that in bis time it was a proverb am~ , 
children, T., ~"Wt IW~"'",,, .... i+ri,Wlh thitags 
that, are truly given, must .wt be takea away 

'again. Sure as our Saviour set' a obitd i. tbe 
midst of his disciples to t.",h them humility, BO 

nowadays a child need be set in the midst of 8CMIle 

men to teach them juRies. ExeelleAtly Luthe;, 
.. Nisi superesse~ spolium £gypti) quod rapuhnus 
Papal, omnibus ministris verbi fame-pereUlldum 
esset; quod si 81lstentandi -aSBellt de contributiene 
populi, misere profecto ac duriter vivereDt. Ali­
mur ergo de spoliis :.Egypti coIlectis sub Papatu, 
et hoc ipsum' tamen quod teliquum est diripi­
tur a. magistratu: spoliantur paroebie et scho­
Ie, non a1iter ac si fame necare nos veli8t." 

O/Uec. But in the pure primitive times the 
means were least, and ministers the best: and 
nowadays, does not wealth make them lazy, and 
poverty keep them painful? Like hawks, they fly 
best when sharp. The best . way to keep the 
stream of the clergy sweet and clear, is to fence 
ont the tide of wea1th from coming unto them. 
. AtISfD. Is this our thankfulness to the God of 

heaven, for turning persecution into peace, in 
pinching his poor ministers? When the 00IJl. 

mODwealtb DOW makes a feast, sMII beithel' z.. 
dot ~ Priest, iIOt' Natlmn the Ptopltet. be iIlv" 
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ted to it T th. 80 the iIotatepa of primitiye per:. -
l8Oution may Btill remain in these peaceable 
times, amo. the Papista, in their neeclles8 
burning of candles; and amongst the P~ts, 
ill the poor means of their ministers. And what 
if 80IIle tarn the spurs unw virtue into, the stir­
rups of pride, grow idle, and insolent 'I Let them 
soundly sntrer for it themselves 00 God's ble. 
ing; but let ,not the bees be starved that the 
drones may be punished. 

Ministers'maintenance ought to be certain; 
lest some of them meet with Labans for their pa­
trons' and parishioners; phanging their Wagel ten 
times; and at last, if the fear of God doth not 
frigbt them, send them away empty. 

It is unequal that there should be an equality 
betwixt .U ministers' maintenance; except that 
first there were made an equality betwixt all their 
parte, pains, and piety. Parity in means will 
quickly bring a level ~nd ftat in learning; and 
rew will strive to be such spiritual musieians, to 
wbom David.directeth many psalms, .. to bim that 
excelleth," but will even content themselves witll 
a c&nooioal sufficiency, and desiring no more 
than wbat the law requires: more learning woold 
be of more pains, and the same profit, seeing tbe 
" medioeriter" goeth abRut with .. optime." 

OId,e. But neither tbe best, nor tile JIlOIt 

painful and learned, get tbe best prefttmeot. 
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Sometimes men of the least, get livings of the best 
worth; yea, such as are not worthy to be the 
curates to their curates, and "crassa ingenia" 
go away with "opima sacerdotia." 

AnsfD. Thus it ever was, and will be. But 
'is this dust only to be found in churches, and not 
in civil courts 1 Is merit everywhere else'made 
the exact square of preferment 1 Or did ever 
any urge, that all offices should be made cham­
paign for their profits, none higher than other 1 

'Such corruptions will ever be in the church, ex- , 
cept there were alaw (ridiculous to be made, and 
impossible'to be kept) ,that ·men should be no 
men, but that all patrons or people, in their elec­
tion or presentations of ministers, shQuld wholly 
divest themselves of by-respects of kindred, friend­
ship, profit, affection, and merely choose for de­
sert. and then should we have all things so well 
ordered, such pastors and such people, the Church 
in a manner would be triumphant, whilst militant. 
Till then, though the best livings light not al­
ways on the ablest men, yet as long as there be 
such preferments in the Church, there are' still 
encouragements for men to endeavor to excel, all 
hoping, and some happening on advancement •. 

OlQec. But ministers ought to serve God 
merely for love of himself; and pity but his eyes 
were out that' squints at his own ends iQ doing 
~'s lVor~.' , ' . . . 
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AtIBID. Then should God's best saints be 
blind; for Moses himself had an eye to the re­
compense of reward. Yea, ministers may look 
Dot only on their eternal, but on their temporal 
reward, as motives to quicken their endeavors. 
ADd though it be true, that grave and pious men 
do study for learning's sake, and embrace virtue 
fOl;' itself, yet it is as true that youth (which is 
the season when learning is gotten) is not with­
out ambition, nor will ever take pains to exesl 
in anything, when there is not some hope of ex­
celling others in reward and dignity. And what 
reason is ~t that whilst law and physic bring 
great portions to such as marry them, divinity, 
their eldest sister, should only be put off with her 
own beauty? In after-ages men will rather bind 
their sons to one gainful, than to seven liber~ 
sciences: only the lowest of the people would be 
made ministers, which cannot otherwise subsist; 
and it will be bad when God's church is made a 
sanctuary only for men of desperate estates to 
take refuge in it. 

However, let every minister take up this reso- . 
lution, "to preach the word, to be instant in sea­
son, out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long-suffering and doctrine." If thou 'hast 
competent means comfortably to subsist on, be 
the more thankful to God the fountain, to man 
the channel; painful in thy place, pitiful to the 
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poor, cheerful in spending lOme, careful in keep­
ing the relit. If not, yet tire not i.r want of a 
'pur: do IlOmething tOr ~e, and . nor aU for 
money; for love' of God, of goodness, of the god­
ly, of a good conscience. Know 't is better to· 
want means, than to detain them; the one only 
sutrers, the other deeply sios: and it is ~ dan­
gerous a persecution to religion, to draw the fuel 
from it, as to cast water on it. Comfort thy­
self that another world will pay this world's debts; 
.. and great is thy reward with God in heaven; " 
a reward, in respect of his promise; a gift, in 
respect of thy worthlessness: and yet the less 
thou lookelt at it, the surer thou shalt find it, if 
laboring with thyself to serve God for himself, in 
respect of whom even heaven itself is but a sinis­
ter end. . 

a 
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THE PROFANE STATE, 

THE WITCH. 

BEFORE we come to describe her, we must pre­
mise and prove certain propositions, whose truth 
may otherwise be doubted of. 

1. Formerly there were witches. Otherwise 
'God's law had fought against a shadow, "Thou , 
,halt not suffer a witch to live." Yea, we read how 
King Saul, who had formerly scoured witches 
out of all Israel, afterwards drank a draught of 
that puddle himsel£ 

2: There are witches for the. present, tliough 
those night-birds fly not 80 frequently in flocks, 
since the light of the Gospel. Some ancient arts 
and Dlysteries are said to be lost; but sure the 
devil win not wholly let down any of his gainful 
trades. There be many witches at this day in 
L.apland, who sell winds to mariners for money, 
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(and must they not needs go whom the -devil 
drives ?) though we are not bound to believe the 
old story of Ericus, King of Swedeland, wbQ had 
a cap, and as he tqmed it, the wind' he ,wished 
for would blow on that side. ' 
- 3. It is very hard to prove a witch. Illfemal 

contracts are made without witneaaes . She that 
in presence of others will compact with the devil, 
deserves to be hanged for her folly, as well as 
impiety. 

4. Many are unjustly accused tor witches; 
sometimes out of ignorance of natural, and mis­
applying of supematural causes ;sometimea out 
of their neighbors' mere malice, and the suspicion 
is}ncreued, iftlte partyaeeuBed be notorioualy 
ill-favored; wherelUl deformity alone is no more, 
argument to make her a witch, than handsome­
ness had been evidence to . prove her a hBl'iot; 
lOIDetimes out of their OWR causeless confeseion; 
being brought heine a magistrate they acbow­
ledge themselves to be witches, being theml!elv811 
rather bewitched with fear, or deluded with .... 
oy. But the selkccusing of some is as little to 
be ,credited, as the selt:praising of others, if aloDe 
without other evidence. 

5. Witches are commonly of the feminine .x. 
Ever sinoe Satan tempted our grandmother Eve, 
he knows that that leX is moat lickerish to t.Re, 
_ most eareleee to swallow his baits. " N .. io 
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¥icl .a~ QWl.iebre nomeD ~ eu,Q\ sacria :'~ 
if Utey ligh' w$l, $hey ~ ~ior to. few IUleIl in 
piely. if ill, llUp8I'ior.to alJ:ill SQ)IeI'stitioQ. 

& They·~oo~ydi~ishedintowhit.e 
and black witches. White, I dltte not 88,y good 
llIi~, (for wo be w. ~m that oaUeth evil good.) . 
heal those that are bqrt, and. help thelJl to lost 

- goods. But better it is to lap one's pottage like 
a dpg, ~h~n to eat it mannerly with a spooa ot 
the devil's giving. Black witches hurt, anrl do 
millcltief. Bllt in deeds of. darkness there is DO 

difference of colors.: the wlUte and the black are 
both ,uilty alike in compounding with the devil. 
Aad IlOW we come to see by what degrees peo­
ple IQrive at this height of profaneness. 

At .he firet, she is ooIy ignorant, and very ma­
licious. She hath usually a bad fu.ce, and a 
WONe tongue, given to railiag and cursing, 88 it 
eooa&antJy bred ODIDOUDt Ebal; yet speakiDg 
pNchalloo W0IIIi8 than she meaD,$. tbough meap­
iog wor.se than she ahoukl. And as the harmleu 
we.pping of a cursed. cur may stir up a fierce ~ 
liif to the worrying of sheep; 50, OD her cursing, 
tJie devil lII&y take occasion by God's permission 
to do mischief, witbout her knowledge, .and I*­
oaaace against her will. 

Some have been made wi,cbes by eDd~voriDg 
te defend themselves against witchcraft: for f~ 
ie, SOBle 8Qs~ed witoh should hurt them, they 
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fenee themselYei with tbe devil's shield agaiDllt 
thedevil's sword, put on his whole armor, begin­
ning to use spells and charms to safeguard tbem­
selves. The art is quickly learnt, to which noth­
ing but credulity and practice is required; and 
they often f'aJ1 from defending themselves to of­
fending of others, especially the devil not being 
dainty of his company, where he finds welcome ; 
and being invited once, be baunts ever after. 

She begins at first with doing tricks rather 
strange than hurtful: yea, some of them are pret­
ty and pleasing. But it is dangerous to gather 
flowers that grow on the banks ofthe pit of bell, 
for fear of falling in; yea, they which play with 
the devil's rattles, will be brought by degrees to 
wield bis sword, and trom making of sport tbey 
come to doing of miscbief. 

At last she indents downright with the devil. 
He is to find her some toys for a time, and to 
have her soul in exchange. At the first (to give 
the devil his due) he observes the agreement, to 
keep up his credit, else none would trade with 
him; though at last he either deceives her with 
an equivocation, or at some other small hole tbis 
serpent winds out himself, and breaks the cove­
nants. And where shall sbe, poor wretch, sue the 
forfeited bond? In heaven she neither can nor 
dare appear; on earth she is hanged if the con­
tract be proved; in bell her adversary is judge, 
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and TIS to ZRppeZRE from the dZRvil the 
devil. But for a while let us behold her in her 
ZRuppG8ed 

She taketh her free progress from one place to 
TinoihGr ~ d"met£z£zes nZTi devil doth ":zans­
port her: but he will not be her constant hack­
ney, eanG such abouz ; bnt oftezzdmes, 
to save portage, deludes her brains in her sleep •. 
80 UZ8" brad of journeys, whoso headr 
never travelled from their bolsters. These, with 
Drzzhzz, sail obont the it on an "'fea" 
of their own fancies, and in a ship of the same. 
Thtzh boazzt uf bz,z.,e they hove huun at, 
but they would be very lean should they eat no 
othTiE me"!. Othzzrs will pezzzuade, anil List 
beHe,e, by a witch-hridle they can make a 
fair of horses of an acre of be"z:zm-mGed. Oh sil~ 
Iy s,mls ! suhfJe Sezun decelieed w.hem ! 

With strange figures and words she summons 
the ilevils attTiml he,. , a which 
God never made at the confusion of tongues, and 
an m""t be Retchz££l from hell en' 
pound it.. With these, or Scripture abused, the 
deeH is az her ""Evicn. Wh" woulh sUH~ 
pose that a roaring lion could so finely act the 
spamel? fpne wzmld thieh be £"ere t,,,'z old such, 
and yet he will do that also for advantage. 

HzZRmetimes sho enjums him to do mor" *hr hee 
than he is able; as to wound those whom God's 

ilized 
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previdenC8 doth arm., or to break througb the 
tents ofblesaed. aageJs, to burt one of God's saints. 
Here Satan is put to his shifts, and bis wit must 
help him, where bis power tails; he either exeu- . 
seth it, ~ seemingly peribrmlJ' it, lengthening bis 
own arm by the dimneea of her eye, and present­
ing the seeming bark of that tree which he can-
not bring. ' 

She lives commonly but very poor. Methinks 
she should bewiteh to herself a golden mine, at 
least good meat, and whole clothes. But't is as 
rare if) see one of her profession, as a hangman, 
in a whole suit.. Is the possession of the devil's 
favor here no better 1 Lord, what'is the reversion 
of it hereafter I " 

When arraigned for her life, the devil leaves 
ller to the law to shift for herself. . He hath wom 
out all his shoes in her former service, and will not 
now go barefoot to help her; and the eirc1e of 
the halter is found to be too strong for all her 
spirits. Yea Zoroastes himself, the first inventor 
of magic, though he laughed at his birth, led a 
miserable life, and died a woful death in banish­
ment. 
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THE AT HEIST. 

THB word Atheist is of a very large extent. 
Every polytheist is in effect an atheist; fOr he that 
multiplies a Deity, annihilates it; and he that 
divides it, destroys it. 

But amongst the heathen we may observe that 
.whosoever BOught to withdraw people from their 
idolatry, was presently indicted and arraigned of 
atheism. If any philo80pher saw' God through 
their gods, this dust was east in his eyes, for be­
ing more quick-sighted than others, that pres­
ently he was condemned for an atheist; and 
thus Socrates, the Pagan martyr, was put to death 
~ ./~. At this day three 80rts of atheists 
are extant in the world : 

1. In life "and conversation. Psal. x. 4. "God 
is not in all his thoughts; " not that he thinks 
there is no God; but thinks not there is a God, 
never minding or heeding him in the whole 
course of his life and actions. " 

2. In will and desire. Such could wish there 
were no God, or devil; as thieves would have no 
judge nor jailor; ,. Quod metuunt, periisse ex· 
petunt." 

3. In judgment and opinion, Of the former 
two sorts of atheists, there are more in the world 
than are generally thought; of this latter, more 

I 



258 THE PROFANE 8'l'ATE. 

are thought to be, than there are, a contemplative 
atheist being very rare, such as were Diagoras, 
Protagoras, Lucian, and Theodorus, who though 
or.rryiDg God in his name, was an atheist in his, 
opinion. Come we to s~e by what degrees a 
man may climb up to this height of profaneness. 
And we will suppose him to be one living in 
wealth and prosperity, which more disposeth 
men' to atheism than adversity: for aftlietion 
mindeth men of a Deity. as tho. which are 
piDched will ory, 0 Lord: but much outward 
happiness abused, ooeasioneth men; as wi~ Agur 
observeth, "to deny God, and say, Who is the 
Lord 7 , • 

. First, he quarrels at the diversities of religions 
in the world; complaining how great clerks dis­
sent in their judgments, which makes him scep­
tical in aUI opinions: whereas such differences 
should not make men car"lless to have any, but 
careful to have the best religion. 

He loveth to maintain paradoxes, and to shut 
his eyes against the beams of a known truth; 
not only for discourse, which might be permit­
ted; (for as no cloth can be woven except the 
'woof and the warp be cast cross'one to another, 
80 discourse will not be maintained without some 
oppoilition for thl' time); but our incJining-atbeist 
goes further, engaging his affections in disputes, 
even in such matters where the s!lPposing them 

._---



wounds piety, but the' positive maiDtaiDing. them 
stabs it to the heart. • 

He scoffs aDd makes sport at saered things: 
This by degrees .. abates .the revereDce .of religion, 
and.uleers men'a hearts with profilneDeas •. The 
Popish proverb well understood hath a truth hi 
it, '~Never. dog. barked agaiDBt the 'cracifix, but 
he ran mad." 

Hence be..proceeds to take exception at God's 
word. H~ keeps a register of many difficult 
places of Scripture, nOUhathedeeires satisfiLction 
the~eiD, but delights to puzzle divines therewith,­
and couts it a great ooaqaest when he. hath p0-

sed them. Unnecessary questions out of the 
Bible are hia most neoe~ary study; and he is 
more curious to know where Lazarus his soul 
was.the,four days he lay in the grave, than care- , 
ful to provide for his OWil soul when he shall be 
dead. Thus is it just with God, that they who 
will not feed on the plain meat of his . word, 
should be choked .with the bemes thereof. But 
his principal delight ia to IIOWld the alarum, and 
to set several places of Scripture to fight one 
against another, betwixt which there is a seem­
ing, and he would make a real .. contradiction 

Afterwards he grows so impudent as to deny 
the Scripture itself. As Samson being fastened 
by a. web to a pin, carried' away both web and 
pin; SQ if any urge our atheist with arguments 

12 



iiIIIIIrSa.ipae;. "1_' bi":' ttlJtbv ..... ',of 
God's word, he cieni. both J8IIII)B. aD4l (w'a 

,..,mt.k) ..... die ntUemia;a.ttm£ i . 
IIeaee he .. paooeeed.: to· _y. Gocl lIimMi£' 

Bint, illl.hiu ....... tiOll·.;.dte.ia,II.·_ota 
What eae.could.. be upected b1It that ...... eIJoald 
"e atlut,.who hd.-dec111O iODI? Firat, be 
denies God's ordering of sublunary' mlllt.tel'&i 
"'TUlh, dOdathe Iud..,.,; or is th"{e knowledge 
in. the MOlt. Hight" making.. .. mau..t 
Deity, wit1tODt.an eye of providence, or aD' am. 
oi power,.ancl. lilt; .... 181trsiltiog bim -1' to­

aatters above·the GloM.. But.be.that dares to-

000& .. the- Kiag of· hes;ve.; wiD soon after 8IJo 

deaY'Or to depose: hiE£l, and. fall at ,last ftatly to' 
M, him. 

H" NmieJaeth hill1ll8if with an armory of argo­
menta to fi&ht. agMaet hie.ewa eoMcieoee:: some 
taken from 

1. The impunitr .. outward happiness of 
wicked mea:: as ~ heathen poet, whole verse&­
D me shall: pu8 WIHIlglished • 

.. EIE'Dcos credamne 1 fidem jurala fefellii, 
Et fBciea illi, qUill lUit ante, manet." 

Aad no WGilder if an· atheist breaks his Deck 
thereat, whereat the foot of David himllel~ Paal. 
Iniii. 2, 3. did almost slip, whem he aaw the pro. 
perity of the wicked; whom GOO ollly reprieves 
for puniahment hereafter. 



I . 

IJ.Froa the .. tio .. of tbe godly, wmJ.& 
iud.cUbl ooIy tries their faith· mel patience. 
Aa A:baalo.. cemplaioed of his .father David's 
pera.lI8Oa, tbat D8Il8 were deputed to redress 
people's grievances; so he objects that DODe 

n,bteth. the wrongs of God's people, and tbiob 
(proud dust I) the world would be bett .. steered it 
he. were the pilot thereof. 

3. From the delaying of the day of juclg-
1DeIlt, with those mockers, 2 Peter iii. 3; whose 
oIIjeetioos t~ apostle folly aDswereth. Aod in 
regard of his own particular, the atheist hath a. 
little cau~ to ",oice at the dofeuing of the dar 
of judgment, aa the thief hath reason to be 
glad, th&t the assizes be plli off, who is to ~ 
tried, and may be exeouted befOre, at the quarter­
so_oe: so death may take our atbeist off, be­
be tbe day of judgment come. 

With these and other argumentIJ he struggles 
with hi. OWD coosoienoe, and Ioug in vain seeks 
to conquer it, even fearing that Deity he flouts 
at, mel dreading that Ged whom he denies. 
And as tha.t famous Adaeniao soldier Cynegirus, 
catching hold of ODe of the enemy's ships, held 
it first with his right hand, and wheD that was 
cat off, with hie leA, and wheo both' were cut 
off, yet still kept it with his teeth; 110 the con­
soieace of our atheist, though he bruise it, an4 
beat it, aDd maim it never 110 mueb, still keepa 
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him .by the te~h,' still feeding and gnawing upon . 
him, torturing and tormenting bim with thoughts 
of a. Deity, which the ·other· desires to suppress .. 

At last he himself is utterly overthrown by 
collquering his own conscience. God in justice 
takes from him the light which he thrust from 
himself, IUId delivers him up to a seared con­
science, and a reprobate mind, whereby hell takes 
possession of him. The Apostle saith, Acts xvii. 
27, that a man may feel God in bis works.: 
bUt now oul' atheist hath a dead palsy, is past all 
sense, and cannot perceive God who is every­
where presented' unto him. It is most strange, 
yet most true, whioh is reported, that the arms 
of the Duke of Rohan, in France, which are fusils 
or lozenges,are to be seen in the wood or stones ' 
throughout all his country; so that break a stone 
in t~e middle, or lop a bough of a tree, and one 
'shall behold the grain thereof, by some secret 
cause in nature, diamonded or streaked in the 
fashion of a lozenge. Yea, the very same in ef­
fect is observed in England: for the resemblan­
ces -of stars, the arms of the worshipful family of 
the Shughuries in Warwickshire, are found in 
the stones within their own manor 'of Shugbury. 
But what"shall we say 7 The arms of the God of 
heaven, namely power, wisdom, and goodness, 
ate to be seen in every creature in the world, 
even from worms to men; and yet our atheist • 
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will not acknowledge them, but ascribes them 
either to chance, (but could a blind painter limn 
such curious pictures 1) or else to nature, which is 
a mere slight of the devil to conceal God trom 
men, by calling bim after another name; for 
what is cc natura naturans" but God himself? 

His death commonly is most miserable: either 
burnt, as Diagoras; or eaten up with lice,· as 
Pberecydes; or devoured by dogs, as Lucian ; 
or thunder-shot and turned to ashes, as Olympi­
us. However, descending impenitent into hell, 
there he is atheist no longer, but hath as much 
religion as the devil, " to confess God and trem­
ble :" 

.. NuJ1aa iu iDferuo eat atbeol, illite Nit;" 

.. On earth were atheists mauy, 
ID hell there is Dot IllIY." 

All speak trutb, when they are on the rack; 
but it is a worul thing to be hell's converL And 
there we leave the atheist, having dwelt the 
longer on his character, because that speech of 
~orthy Mr. Cireenham deserves to be heeded, 
"tbat atheism, in England, is more to be feved 
than Popery." 



• 

T H -E }Jry,p GCR I T'E. 

By hypocrite we understand sach: a one 88 

dofh, Isaiah xxxii. 6, "practise hypoerisy," make 
a trade or work of dissembling: _ otherwise, 
"'hypoeriseorum .macula Quere, aut paueorum 
est, aut nulJorum." The best of God's children 

-have. smack ofhypoorisy. 
A bypocrite is himself bathtbe -ar_r and 

themark, in all actions shooting at his own praiae 
or profit. And therefore he doth all thiags that 
they may be seen: what with others is held a 
principal point in law, is his main maxim in di­
vinity, to have good witness. Even fasting it­
self, is meat and drink to him, whilst others be­
hold it. 

In the outside of religion he outshines a sin­
cere Christian. Gilt cups glitter more than those 
of massy gold, which are seldom burnished. Yea, 
well lBay the hypocrite afford gaudy facing, who 
cares not for any lining; brave it in the shop, that 
hath nothing in the warehouse. Nor is it a 
wonder if in outward service he outstrips God's 
ser\rants, who outdoeth God's command by will­
worship, giving God more than he requires, 
though not what most he requires, I mean, his 
heart .. 

His vizard is commonly plucked oft' in this 



woyid. Siocerity. is an entire. thing in' itself: 
hypocrisy GOIlIli~. of several pieoes cunuingly 
clCJled together; and: soDJetimes 111e hypoorite 
is smote'(1UJ Abab'-·wit/h· an arrow', I Kings xxii. 
3'~) betwixt the joid: of his armor, aad 80- is 
mortally w()tmded' in his reputation. Now' by 
these shrewd- signs' a dissembler ill, often dilMlOv­
ered! first, heavy censuring of. others for' light 
faultl!: secondly, boastisg of his own goodness: 
thirdly, the unequal1beating of. his pulse, in mat­
teI'S of piety j hard, strong and- quick, in ·public 
actions; weak, soft and dull, in private matters : 
fourthly, shrinking in pen!~l}; for painted 
fuces cannot abide to come nigh' the fire. 

Yat sometimes he ·goes to tbe gl'8.ve neither de'­
tected' nor suspected j if masters in their art, 
and living in peacaable times, wherein piety and 
prosperity do not fall out, but agree well togeth­
er. Maud, mother to King Henry the Second, 
being besieged' in Winchester castle, counterfeit­
ed herself to be dead, and SO was carried out in 
a cdffin, whereby she escaped. Another time, 
being besieged at Oxford in a eohI winter, with 
wearing white apparel, she got away in the snow 
undisco .. ered. Thus some hypocrites, by dissem­
bling mortification, that they are dead to the 
world, and by professing a snow-like purity in 
their conversations, escape aU their life-time un­
discerned by mortal eyes. 



" By long dis8embling piety, he deceives him­
self at last: yea, he may grow 80 infatuated, as to 
coneeive himself, no dissembler, but a sineere 
saint. A scholar was 80 poseessed with his lively 
per80nating of King Riehard the Third, in a col­
lege-eomedy, that ever after he was transported 
:with a royal humor in his large expellses, whieh 
brought him to beggary, tJlough he had great 
preferment. Thus the hypoerite, by long aeting 
the part of piety, at last believes himself really to 
be sueh a one, whom at first he did but coun­
terfeit. 

God here knows, and hereafter will make"hyp­
oorites known to the whole world. Ottoear, King 
of Bohemia, refused to do homage to Rodolphus 
the First, Emperor, till at last, ehastised with war, 
he was content to do him homage privately in a 
teat; whieh tent was 80 contrived by the Empe­
ror's servants, that by drawing ODe eGrd, it was 
all taken away, and 80 Ottoear presented on his 
knees doing bis homage, to the view of three 
armies in presenee. Thus God at Jast shall un­
ease the closest dissembler, to the sight of men, 
angels, and devil~, having removed all veils and 
pretenees of piety : no goat in a sheepskin shall 
steal on his right hand at the last day of judg­
ment. 
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. TH'E HERETIC. 

IT is very. diffioult· acourately to define him. 
A.mongst, the heatb~, atheist was, and amOngst 
Christians, heretic is, the disgraceful word of 

. eaurse, always oast upon those who dis8eat from 
the predominant cunent of the time. Thus thoSe 
who in matters of opinion varied from the Pope's 
copy the leasthair-stroke, are C®demned for here­
tios. Yea, Virgilius, BisboplOf Saltzburg, was 
branded with that censure, for maintaining. that 
there were antwooes op~e to the then .known 
world.. It may be, as AleXl'nder, hearing the phi­
losophers dispute of Qlore worlds, -wept that he had 
conquered no part of them; 80 it grieved the 
Pope that these utipodes were not subjeot to his 
jurisdiction, which much incensed his Holiness 
against that strange opinion. We will hranch 
the description of a heretic into these three 
parts. 

1. He is one that formerly hath been of the 
true church: "they went, out from us, but they 
were not of us." These afterwards proTe more 
offensive to the Church than very Pagans; as the 
English-Irisb, descended anciently of English , 
parentage (be it spoken with the more shame to 
them, and sorrow to us) turning wild, becpme 
worse enemies to our IJI\QQn than the nath'e Irish 
tbCQl~lv~s. 



·' 

. 9. Maintaining a fundamental error. Eyery 
aerateh in the hand, is not a stab to the heart; 
nor doth every false opinion make a heretic. 

8. Witb obstinacy j wbich is the dead fteah, 
making the greeD wound .or an error fester into 
the old sore of a heresy. 

It matters not mueh what manner of penon 
he batb: if beautitbl, perobaaee·the more aUrae­
tiye of feminine followers: if deformed, 80 tbat 
his body is as odd as his opinions, he is the more 
properly entitled ,10 the reputation of cl'ooked 
aaiat. 

His natural parts are quick and able. Yet he 
that shall ride on a. winged horse to tell him·there­
of, shall but come too late, to bring him stale 
news of what he knew too weD befbre. 

Learning is neeessary in him, if he trades in a 
critical error: but if he only broaches dregs, and 
deals in some dull, sottish opinion, a trowel will 
8e"e as well as a peneil to daub on such thick, 
coarse colors. Yea, in some heresies; deep 
studying is so useless, that the first thing they 
learn, is to inveigh against all learning. 

Howeyer, some smattering ill the original 
tongues will do wen. On oeoasion he will let fly 
whole vollies of ' Greek and Hebrew words, where­
by he not only amameth his ignorant auditol's, 
bat also in conferenees daunteth many of his 0p­

posers, who (though.in all otber learning far his 
superiors) may perchanee be conscious of want 
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of skiD in those langu&l[es, whilst the heretic 
hereby gains credit to hill <CQU~ and person. 

His behavior is seemingly very pious and de­
ltOat •. ·Bowi.il..aver "the "peAeI1I.aod t..ek-
4eor;he, the(pte,openiag to the .a.ot·is ; .•• 
1lIld 'garnished, :and bis- outaid.,:ador. d'pr • 
• 1IIIed :all8&erity. 

Be,ia.6'Ilwmely prOud .andditrconteDted with 
:the ·timea, '1'At'relliag that many beneath bim ,in 
piety 'are'Uove'hiM:in place. 'I'm. pride Mth 
.-l maay ImeD, wbich othetwille mifJllt 1I&'ge 
been shining Jights,.pI'Ove arnokiug firebrands in • 
the church. 

Having first hammered the heresy in himself, 
be then falls to seducing of others : 80 hard it is 
for one to.bave the.iteh f aQd,noUo scra.tch. Yea, 
Babylon.herself will aUege,.that.for Zion's sake 
• will DOt hold ;her peace. The D8~e8Sity of 
.propagatiQg the truth, is .enor's plea to divulge 
ber falseltooda. .Men, as natur.aJly.tbEIJ desire 
.to know, 80 the.y desir.e what they ·know should 
be lmown. 

If challenged, to a private dispute, his impa­
deuce bears him out. He counts it the\'1nl1 er­
ror to cont8 •. aeaatb·8l11'sd. .Ifis face isofbrus, 
which may he aid .either 8ver 'Or Dever to blush. 
Jo diaput.iD" his .. modus" is .. sWe modo j " 

·and, as if all figor. (ev8D in IQgw) were.~ 
.ai, -be aegleoaB all foUDS ,of MaaooHtt, ·eouatipc 
that the only syllogism which is his conclusion. 
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THE LIAR 

Is one that makes a trade to tell falll8bOods with 
intent to d.,eeive. Be is either open or secret. 
A secret liar or equivocator is suoh a one, as by 
mental rese"atioD8 1U1d other tricks deeeivee 
him to whom he speaks, beiag lawfolly oalled to 
deliver all the truth: and sore speech being bot 
a copy of the heart, it oannot be' avouoh~d·for a 
true copy, that hath le88 in it than the original. 
Beaee it often comes to pull, 

.. When lesuites unto UB answer, Nays 
They do not Eogliah apeak, 't is Greek they say.': 

Suoh an equivocator we leave, more needing 
a book than oharaoter to describe him. The 
open liar is first, either mischievous, condemned 
by all; secondly, officious, unlawful 00, beoauSe 
doing ill for good to come ofit; thirdly, jesting, 
when in sport and merriment. And though some 
count a jesting lie to be like the dirt of oysters, 
:which (they say) never stains, yet is it &sin in ear­
nest. What polioy is it for one to wound himself to 
tickle others, and to stab his own soul to make the 
standen by sport T We come to desoribe the liar. 

At first be tells a lie with some shame and re­
lliownoy. -For then if be outs off but a lap of 
truth's garment, his beart smites hiJD; but in pre-
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GeSs of time he conquers his consoience, and 
_ from quenching· it tllere ariseth a smoke whieb 
soots and fouls his soql, 90 that afterwards he lies 
without any regret. 
. Having made ·one lie, he is fain to make more 
to maintain it. For an untruth, wanting a firm 
foundation, needs many buttresses. 'The honor 
and happiness of the Israelites, is the misery and 
mischief of lies, " Not one amongst them shall be 
barren," but miraculously procreative to beget 
others. . 

He hath a good memory which be badly abu­
seth. Memory in a liar is no more than needs. 
For first, lies are hard to be remembered, be­
cause many, whereas truth is but one : secondly, 
because a lie cursorily told, takes little footing 
.. ad settled fastness in the teller's Ioemory, but 
prints .itself deeper in the hearer's, who take the 
greater notice, because of the improbability and 
deformity thereof; and one will remember the 
sight of a monster, longer than the sight of a 
handsome body. Hence comes it to pas., tbat 
when the liar hath forgotten himself, his auditors' 
put him in mind of the lie"and take him therein, 

Sometimes though his memory cannot help him 
from being arrested for lying, his wit rescues him: 
which needs a loug reach to bring all ellds pre. 
Hntly and probably together, gluing the spliatera 
of hiB tales so cunningly that the cracks canno. 



be percei..... Thus a reliHllOnger bragged, he 
could show a feather of the dove at ehrilt's hap­
tUm; but being to show it to the people, a wag 
had stolen away the feather, aud put a coal in 
the room of it. .. Well," quoth he to the spec­
tators, " I CUlRot be 110 good as my word mr . the 
present; but here i. one of the coals that broiled 
St. Lawrence, and that's worth the seeing." 

Being challenged for telling a lie, DO man is 
more furiously angry. Then he draws his BWIOrd 
and tbreatens, because be thinks tbat an oft"er of 
revenge, to show himself lDOYed at the accusa­
tion, doth in lOme IIOrt discbarge him of tbe im­
putation; as if the condemniDg of tbe sin ill ap­
pea.ra.aee acquitted him in effect: or ell!8 because 
be lbat is called a liar to bis face, is also called 
a coward in the same breath, if he swalJows it; 
and tbe party charged doth OOIJoeive that if he 
vindicates bis valor, bis truth will be given him 
jpto tbe bal'lain . 
. At last, he believes his own lies to be true. 
He hath told them. over and over 110 often, tbat 
prescription makes a right, and he verily believes 
that at the first he gathered the'story out of some 
authentioal author, which oDly grew in his own 
brain. 
• No man else believes him when he speaks the 
truth. How rauch gold soever he hath in tria 
oil ••• his wol'd is bllt brasa~ aqd plll8l8th for ~ 



tbiDg: yea he is dumb in effeet, fOr iI'is all one 
whether·-one cannot speak, or cannot.,., belieyecl. 

To conclude j lOme of the West Indians, to ex­
piate their sin of lying,. used to let themselyes 
blood in their tongues, and to offer the blood to 
'heir idols j a good cure for the aquinancy, but 
DO satisfaction for lying. God's word hath taugh' 
as better, " What profit is there in my blood·?" 
The true repentance of the party washed in the 
'blood of Christ, can only obtain pardon for this 
sin. 

THE COMMON BARRATOR. 

A BARRATOR is a horseleech, that only sucks 
the corrupted blood of tbe law. He trades only 
in tricks and quirks j his hig~way is in by .. paths, 
and be .loveth a cavil better than an argument, 
aD ension than an answer. There be two kinds 
of them: either such as fight themselves, or are 
trumpeters in a battle to set on others. Tbe 
forme, is a profeased dueller in the law, that will 
challenge any, ,and in all suit-eombats be either 
principal or second. 

References and compositions be bates as bad 
u a bangman bates a pardon. . Had be been a 
~ho1ar, be would hay. maintained all paradoxes ~ 
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if a chirurgeon, he would never hav.e cured a 
wound, but always kept it raw; if a soldier, he 
would have been excellent. at a siege, nothing. 
but" ejectio firma" would out him. 

He is half starved in the lent of a long vaca­
tion for wantef employment; save only that then 
he brews work to broach' in term-time. I find 
one so much delighte~ in law-sport, that when 
Lewis, the King of France, offered to ease him 
of a number of suits, he earnestly besought. his 
Highness to leave him some twenty or thirty be­
hind, wherewith he might merrily pass away the 
time. 

He hath this property of an honest mlln, that 
his word is as good as his bond; for he wiII pick 
the lock of the strongest conveyance, or creep 
out at the lattice of a word. Wberefore, he 
counts to enter common with others, as good_as 
his OWJl several: for he will so vex his partners, 
that they had rather forego their right, than un­
dergo a suit with him. As for the tr~lIJipeter 

barrator, 
He falls in with all his neighbors that fallout, 

and spurs them 011 to go to law. A gentleman, 
who in a duel was. rather scratched than wound­
ed, sent for a chirurgeon, who having opened 
the wound, charged his man with all speed to 
fetch such a salve P'0m such a place in his study. 
II Why," said the gentleman, ., is the hurt SO 
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dangerous?" "Ohyes," answered thechirurgeon, 
.. if he returns not in post-haste, the wound will 

-cure itself, and so I shall lose ~y fee." Thus 
the barrator posts to the houses of his neighbors, 
lest the sparks 'of their small discords should go 
out before he brings them fuel, and so he be .~ 
-ken by their making up. Surely he loves not to 
have the bells rung in a peal, but he likes it ra­
ther when they are jangled backward, himself . 
having kindled the fire of dissension amongst his 
neighbors. 
. He lwes till his clothes have as many rents as 
himself hath made dissensions. I wonder any 
'should be of this trade, when none ever thrived 
o~ 't, paying' dear rate~ for their" counsels for 
bringing many cracked titles, they are fain to fill 
up their gaping c~ink8 with the more gold. 

But I have done with this wrangling compan­
ion, half afraid to meddle with him any longer, 
lest he should commence a suit against me for 

. describing him. 
The reader may easily perceive, how this book 

of the Profane State would swell to a great pro­
portion, should we therein eharacter all the kinds 
of vicious persons which stand in opposition to 
those which are good. But this pains may well 
be spared, seeing that "rectum est index sui et 
obliqui ;" and the lustre of the good formerly de­
scribed, will sufficiently discover the enormity of 
those which are otherwise. 



SOHB'wiU c_Ueage-this title·of iaccmgruity., 
as if 1hoBe two wom'were '110 dilllOBaDt, tb.£. 
wltole IMIDtence caanot hold them; tOr sare 
where the gentleman i. the root, degenerous 
caDDot be the truit. But if any querrelwitb'm.y 
word., Valerius Maximus shall be my champion. 
who styleth saeh, .. nobilia porteDta," By gen­
tleman we understand one whom the heralds, ( ... 
eeptthey wiD denytbeir beat records), m1l8t lilow 
of ancient parentage. Sucb a one, when'a child, 
being kept the devil's Nazarite, that DO razor of 
correction must come upon his head in his fath­
er's family, see what he pl'O'fes in the proeell8 of 
time, brought to extreme poverty. Herein we 
intend no invective glance on those pious gentle­
men, whose states are consumed through God's 
secret judgment, and none of the owners' visible 
default; ooly we meddle with such, as by care­
lell8ness and riot C8URe their own ruin. 

He goes to school to learn in jest,..and play in 
eamest. Now this gentleman, DOW that gentle­
woman begs him a play-day, and now the book 
muarbe tbrown away, that he may see the back 
hunted. He cO!J)es to school late, departs soon, 
md the· whole year with -him; like the fortnight 
when O8rilltmll8 -day falls on a Tuesday, is all hoi-



idays aDd ball-1ao1idays. And u the peets feigD 
ef T~, that,.be,dreI1obed Aohillea her tMHl iB 
.the Stygian waters, tbat he might not be wound-, 
_ ~ith any weapea; 10 eoekering mothers ·ea­
chant .their IIOIl8 to make them, rod..free, whio. 
tIley do by making lOme golden oircles in the 
hand of the seboolmaster. Thus these two eon­
joilling together, make the iDcientlHes to bind the 
youth to eternal ignor~. Yet-perchanoe he 
may get some alms of learniag, here a snap, 
~re a piece of knowledge, but nothing to pur­
pose. 

His 'father's serving men, (whieh he wunts no 
mean preferment,) admit him into tbeir soeiety. 
Going to a drinkiag match, they earry him with 
them to enter him, and applaud his hopefulne88, 
finding him vicious beyond his age. The buper 
makes him free (having first paid his f~es aceD. 
tomed,) of his own father's cellar, and gue88ltth. 
the pro(oundne88 oJ his young master's capaei4y.., 
by the depth of the whole-ones he futcheth ow. 

Coming to the university, his chief study is to 
s~udy nothing. What is learning but a cloak­
bag of books, cumbersome for a gentleman to 
carry 1 ,and the muses fit to make wives, for far­
mers' sons. Perchance his own tutor, for the 
promise of·the next Ii,iog, (which, notwithM~ 
ing bis promise, he afterwards sells to aaotber,) 
eontributes to his undoiDg, letUug Irim live u he 
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list. Yea, perhaps his own mother, Whilst his 
father diets· him for his health with a moderate 
allowance, makes him surfeit underhand, by SeDd­
ing him money. Thus whilst some complain 
that the university infected him, he-infected the 
university, from which he sucked no milk, but 
poisoned her nipples. 

At the inns of court, under pretence to learn 
law, he learns to be lawless; not knowing by 
bis study so much as what aD execution means, 
till he learns it by his own dear experience. 
Here he grows acquainted with the roaring boys, 
I am afraid 80 called by a woful prolepsis, here, 
for hereafter. What formerly was counted the 
chief credit of an orlltor, these esteem the honor 
ofa swearer, pronunciation, to mouth an oath with 
a graceless grace. These, as David saith, "clothe 
themselves with curses as with a garment, " 
and therefore desire to be in the latest fashion 
both in their clothes and curses. These infuse 
all their skill into their young novice, who short­
ly proves such a proficient, that he exceeds his 
masters in all kinds of vicious courses. 

Through the mediation of a scrivener, he 
grows acquainted with some great usurer. Nor 
is this youngster so ravenous, as the other is 
ready to feed him with money, sometimes with a 
courteous violence forcing on him more than he 
~esires, provided the security be good, except the 
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usurer be 80 valiant as to hazard the. losing of a 
small hook to catch a great fish, and will adv~n-

'ture to trust him, if his estate in hope be over 
measure, though he himself be under age. Now. 
the greater part.ofthe money he takes up is not 
for his own spending, but to pay the shot of otb,er 
men's riot. 

After his father's death he flies out more than. 
ever before. Formerly he took care for means 
for his spending, now he takes care for spending 
for his means. His wealth is so deep a gulf, no 
riot can ever sound the bottom of it. To make 

.l. 

, his guests drunk is the only seal of their welcome. 
His very meanest servant may be master of the 

. cellar, and those who deserve no beer may com­
mand the best wine: such dancing by day, such 
masking by night, such roaring, such revelling, 

_ able to awake the sleeping ashes of his great­
great-grandfather, and to fright all blessing from 
his house. 

l\Jeantime the old sore of his debts corrupts and 
festers. He is carel~ss to take out the dead 
flesh, or to discha,rge either principal or interest. 
Such.small.leaks are not worth the stopping or 
searching for till they be greater: he should uo­
dervalue himself to pay a sum before it grew 
considerable for a man of his estate. Nor can 
he- be more careless to pay, than the usurer is 
willing to continue the debt, knowing that his 
bonds, like infants, battil best with sleeping. 
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Vacat~n is his l'Oeation, and he SCGrnB' to'fbi..' 
low any profession; and will not be confined to 
any laudable*employment. But they who count',' 
a calling a prison, shall at last make a' prison 
their calling. He instils also his lazy prill6ipies 
into his children, being of the same' opinion with 
the NeapoJitatl gentry, who stand so on the pun­
tos of their honor, that they prefer robbery be .. 
fore industry, and will rather suffer their daugh­
ter to make merchandise of her chastity, tlJan 
marry the richest merchant. 

Drinking is one of the principal liberal scien-
ces he professeth; a most ungenteel quality, fit , 
to be banished to rogues and rags. It was an-
ciently counted a Dutch vice, and swarmed most 
in that country. I remember a sad accident 
which happened to Fliolmus, King of Goth land, 
who, whilst a lord of misrule ruled in his court, 
and both he and his servants were drunk, in 
mere merriment, meaning no harm, they took the 
king, and put him in jest into a great vessel of 
beer, and drowned him in earnest. But one tells 
us that this ancient and habited vice is amongst 
the Dutch of late years much decreased: which 
if it be not, would it were. Sure our mariners 
~bsarve . that as the sea grows daily shallower 
and shallower on the shores of Holland and Zea-
land, so the channel of late waxeth deeper on 
Ute eqasts of Kent aQd Essex. I pray God, if 
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droDkeDDe1!18 ebbs in Dutchland, it doth not dow 
in Englaad, and gain not in tbe is1ud what it 
Joseth in the continent. Yea, some plead, when 
overwhelmed with liquor, that their thirst is but 
quenched: as well may they say, that in Noah's 
flood the dust. was but sufficiehtly allayed. 

Gaming is another art he studiee much; an 
enticing witch, that. hath cauaed the ruin of many. 
Hannibal said of Marcellus, that" Dee bonam nee 
malam f()rtunam ferre potest," he could be quiet 
neither conqueror nor conquered; thus such is 
the itch of play, that gamesters neither winning 
Dor losing enn rest contented. One propounded 
this question, whether men in ships on sea were 
to be accounted among the living or t.he dead, 
because there were but few inches betwixt them 
and drowning. The same scruple may be made 
of great gamesters, though t.heir estat.es be never 
I!O great, whether they are to be esteemed poor 
or rich, there being but a few casts at dice I» 
twixt a gentleman (in great game) and a beggar. 
Our gallant games deeply, and makes no doubt 
in eonseience to adventure advowsons, patron­
ages, and church-Hvings in gaming. He might 
call to mind Sir Miles Pateridge, who (as the 
soldiers cast Jots for Christ his coat) played at dice 
for Jesus' bells with 'King Henry the Eighth, and 
won them of him. Thus he brought the bells to 
ring in his poeket, but the ropes afterwards catch· , . 



eel &boat his oeok, and iOr some oflimces he wu 
hUlged iD the days ofKiJII Edward the SiDh •. 

'rben fint be sells the outworb of his state, 
80IDe straggliog JDaIlOl'. Nor is be sensible of 
this sale, which makes his means more entire, 
as eouoting the gatheriDg of such seattering rents 
ntber burdensome than profitable. This be sells 
at half the value, so that the feathers will boy the 
goose. and the wood will pay for the ground; 
With this money if he stops the bole to one cred­
itor, by his prodigality be preBently opens a 
wider gap to another. 

By this time the long dormant usurer ramps 
for the payment of his IDOney. The priDcipai. 
the graodmother. "nd the use. the daughteJ. 
aad the use upon use. the grandchild, and per­
chance a generation farther. hath swelled the 
debt to an incredible sum. for the satisfying 
whereof our gallant selJs the moiety of his estate • 

. Having sold half his land, he abates nothing 
of his expenses, bot thinks five hundred pounds 
a year will be enough to maintain that, for whicll 
a thousand pound was too little. He will not 
stoop till he falls, nor lessen his kennel of dogs. 
till. with Actmon. be be eaten up w.ith his own 
hounds. 

Being about to sink. he catchethat every rush 
to save himself. Perchanoo sometimes he snatch­
eth at the thistle of a projeot. which firllt prieka 
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hitJ hands, and then breaks. Herein, it may be, 
he adventured on a matter wh8rein he had no 
skUl. himself, (hoping by letting the common­
wealth blood, to fiB up his own veins again) and 
therefore trades with his partner's brains, as his 
partner with his purse, till both m~rry together; 
or else it may be he catcheth hold on the heel 
of another maD, who is in as dangerous a case 
as himself, and 'they embracing each ~her in 
~utual bonds, hasten their drowning together • 

• His last manor he sells twice, to a counlry gen­
tieman, and a London usurer, though the last, aa 
having the first title, prevails to possess it; usur .. 
ers herein being like unlo foxes; they seldom 
take pains to dig any holes themselves, but earth 
in that which the foolish badger made for them, 
and dwell in the manors and fair houses which 
others have built and provided. 

Having loet his own legs, he relies on the staB" 
of his kindred; first visiting them aa an inter­
mitting ague, but afterwards turns a quotii:lian, 
wearing their thresholds as bare as his own coat. 
At last, he is as welcome as a storm; he that is 
abroad shelters himself from it, and he that is' at 
home shuts the door. If he intrudes himself yet, 
some with their jeering tongues give him many a 
gird, but his brazen impudence feels nothing; 
and let him be armed on free-cost with the pot 
and the .pq>e, he will give them leave to ahoot 
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their. 8eota .. him till tile, be ""'y. s...­
times he ... , paoeth over the pMIIld he soW, 
apd ia OR fire with· anger with himlelf fOr Ilia 
1»11" bot preseody qaeoobeth it at the next ale­
Iaouae. 

Ha.. .. iog uadoDe himself, he sets up the trade 
.. _do other.. Ifheean but serewhimeelfinto 
the aeqaaintaoce of a rich heir, he rejoicet .. ae 
18Ueh at tbe prillet as the Hollanders when they 
bac;l intercepted the Plate teet. He tuton tbis 
yOUDg gamester in vice, leading him a more com­
pendioU8 way to. his ruin, than Poll8ibJy he coaId 
&nd out of hilJlielf. . Au doth DOt the guide de­
.erYe good wages for his direction 1 

Perhaps he behaves himself so basely that he 
is degraded i the sad and 801emB ceremonieS 
whereof, we may/ meet with in old precedenlll; 
but of them all, in my apprehension, nODe shoald 
make deeper impression in an ingenuous soul than 
this one, that at the solemn degrada.tion of a 
knight for high misdemeanor, the king' and 
twelve knights more did pH OD mourning gar-­
ments, as an emblem of sorrow for this injury to 
honor, that a man, gentle by birth and blood, or 
honored by a prince's favor, should so far forget 
Dot only himself, but hiB order, as to deserve so 
severe punishment. 

His death is as miserable, as his life hath beeD' 
vieious. An hospital is the height he hopes to be 

, I 



adnoced to; but commonly he dies not in 110 

oharitable a priaoo, bot sings hiB Jut note in & 

cage. Nor is it impouible, but that wanting 
laH of.hie.own, he mayeaeroao .. 011. the.kiDg'a 
IUgh-way ; aDd there, taking himself to be Ion) 

of.the mill seize on travellera as strays· due aato 
bim, and 110 tbe hangman give him a wreath. mere. 
than be had in his. arlE before. If be dies at 
liberty, ill his. pilpimage betwixt· the houses 01 
hie acquaintanoe, perhaps some well-dispoeecl 
{I8Iltieman may pay for his. burial, and truly 
IINMUD at the. funeral of an ancient family. Hia 
ohildren, if any, must seek tbei~ fortuDes the 
futher oft', because their fathor bind his too 
88OD, before. he had willdom to manage them. 
WithiD two geoeratiODB hiB name is quite ~ 
Flten, .that ever any suoh was in the place, eX­
eept some herald.in his visitation pus by, aDd 
ohance to. spell his broken arms ill a ohurch­
wiMow. And then, bow weak a·thing is gen­
try, than which (if it wants virtue) brittle glau 
is the more luting monumeDtl 
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THE TRAITOR. 

A TBAI'l'oa works by fraud, as a rebel does bJ 
feree, and in tbis r~ct is more daugerous, be­
MUle tJaere's less stoek required to set bim up. 
Rebellion mtIIt be managed with many IWords; 
treaB01l to his prinbe'l pelion may be with one 
bite •. Generally t~eir SUcee&8 is as bad as their 
cause, being either detected befOre, defeated in, 
or panisbed after their part acted; detected be­
fore, either by wilfulness Of weakness of those 
wlaich are privy to it. 

A plotter of treason puts his head into the haI­
ter, and the halter into his hand to whom he fint 
imparts it. He oftentimes reveals it, and by ma­
king a footstool of his friend's head, climbS up 
the higher into the prince's favor. 

Some men's 80uls are not strong enough, by, 
that, a weighty Recret will work a hole through 
them. These, rather out of folly than falseness; 
unawares let fall words, which are taken up by 
the judicious ears of such, who can spell tr~a80n 

_ by putting together distracted syllables, and by 
piecing of broken sentences. Others have theit 
hearts swollen 80 great with hope of what they 
shall get, that their bodies are 100 little to hold 
them, and 80 betray themselves by threatenings 
and blustering language. Others have cut their 
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throats with their ~wn hands, their own writings, 
the best records, being produced against them. 
And here we must know, that 

Strong presumptions sometimes serve for 
proofs in point of treason; for it being a deed of 
darkness, it is madness to look that the SUD 

should shine at midnight, and to expect evident 
proof. Shoilld princes delay till they did plainly 
see treason, they might chance to feel it first. 
If this "semipiena probatio" lights on a puty 
suspected before, the party himself is the other­
part of the proof, and makes it complete. And 
here the rack, though fame-like it be 

" Tam ficti pravique &enIlS, quam nuncia veri," 

is often used; and the wooden horse hath told 
strange secrets. But grant it pass undiscovered. 
in the plotting, it is commonly prevented in the 
practising, 

By the majesty, innocency, 'or valor of the 
prince, or his attendants. Some have been daz- . 
zled with the divine beams shining in a prince's 
face, so that coming to command his life, they 
could not be masters of their own senses.' Inno­
cency hath protected others, and made their en­
emies relent,; and pity, though a stranger to him 
for many years before, hath visited a traitor's 
heart in that very instant. If these fail, a-king's 
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,valor bath ,defended him; it beiog JDOBt true of 
.• king, wbat Pliay reports of a lioo, in bunting 
if he be wounded and not killed, he will be sure 
to eye aDd kill him that wounded him. 

Some, by flourishiog aforehand, have DeVer 
stricken a blow; but by warning, ,have armed 
those to whom they threatened. Thus mad 
Somerville, coming to kill Queen Elizabeth, by 
tbe way (belike to try whether his sword would 
cut), quarrelled with and wounded one or two, 
and'therefore W&8 apprehended before he came 
to the court. 

The palsy of guiltiness hath made the stoutest 
traitors' hands to shake, sometimes to miss their 
mark. Their conscience sleeping hefore, is 
then awakened with this crying sin. The way 
seems but short to a traveller, .when he views it 
from the top of a hilJ, who finds it very long 
when he comes into the plain: 80 treason sur­
veyed in the heat of blood, and from the height 
of passion, seems easy to be effected; which 
reviewed in cold blood, on even terms, is full of 
dangers and difficulties. If it speed in the aot­
ing, generally it's revenged afterwards : for, 

A king though killed is not killed, so long as 
he hath son or subject surviving. Many who 
have thought they have discharged the debt, 
have been broken afterwards with the arrearages. 
As for journeymen-traitors, who work for others, 
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their wages are ever paid them with a halter i 
and where one gaineth a ga:rland' of bays, hun. 
dredsbbe liad a wreath of hemp. 

'rHE TYRANT. 

A TYt\AMT is one wnOse list is his law, making 
his mbjectli his slaves. Yet that is but a totter­
ing kingdom which is founded on trembling peo­
ple, which fear and hate their sovereign. 

He gets all places of advantage into his own 
hands; yea, he wOuld disarm his subjects of all 
scythes and pruning-hooks, but for fear of a gen~ 

~ eral ,rebellion of weeds ~d thistles in the land. 
He takes the laws at the first, rather by unde .... 

mining than &8sault; and therefore to do unjust­
ly with the more justice, he counterfeits a legali­
ty in all his proceedings, and l!ill not butcher a 
man without a statute for it. 

Afterwards he rageth treely in innocent blood. 
Is any man virtuous 'I then he is a traitor, and 
let him die for it, who durst presume to be good 
when. his prince is bad. Is' he beloved t he is a 
rebel, hath proclaimed himself king, and reigns 

, already in people's affections; it must cost him his 
life. Is he of kin to the crown. though' so far 
oft' that his alliance is scarce to be derived" all 

K 
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the veins of his body must be drained and e~ 
- tied, to find there and fetch thence that danger. 
ous drop of royal blood. And thus having taken 
the prime men away, the rest are easily subdued. 
In all these particulars Machiavel.is his only coun· 
sellor; who, in his Prince, seems to him to rellOlve 
all these eases of conscience to be very lawful. 

Worst men are his greatest favorites. He 
keeps a constant kennel of blood.hounds to ac­
cuse whom he pleaseth. These will depose more 
than any can suppose, not sticking to swear that 
they heard fishes speak, and saw through a mill­
stone at midnight. These fear not to forswear, 
but fear tbey shall not forswear enough, to cleave 
the pin and do the deed. The le88 credit they 
have, tbe more they are believed, and their very' 
accusation is held a proof. 

He leaves nothing tbat his poor subjects can 
call their own, but their miseries. And as in 
the West Indies, thousands of kine are killed for 
their tallow alone, and their flesh cast away; 10 

many men are murdered merely for their wealth, 
that other men may make mummy of the fat of 
their estates. 

He counts men in misery the most melodious 
instruments: especially if they be well tune~ and 
played upon by cunning musicians, who are arti­
ficial in tormenting them, the more the merrier; 
and if he hath a set and full concert of such tot-
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tured miserable BOuls, he daneeth most cheerfully 
at the pleasant ditty of their dying groans. He 
loves not to be prodigal of men's lives, but thrif. 
til; improve~ the objects of his cruelty, spending 
them by degrees, and epicurizing on their pain : 
BO that as Philoxenus wished a crane's throat, he 
could desire asses' ears, the longer to entertain 
their hideous and miserable roaring. Thus na· 
ture had not racks enough for men (the colic, 
gout, stone, &c.) but art must add to them, and 
devils in flesh antedate hell here in inventing 
torments; which when inflicted on malefactors, 
extOrt pity from merciful beholders, (and make 
them give what is not due), but when used by ty. 
rants on innocent people, such tender hearts as 
stand by, suffer wbat they see, and by the proxy 
of sympathy feel what they behold. 

He seeks to suppress all memorials and writings 
of his actions i and as wicked Tereus, after he 
bad ravished Philomela, cut out her tongue; BO 
when tyrants have wronged and abused the times 
they live in, they endeavor to make them speech. 
les8 to tell no tales to posterity. Herein their 
folly is more to be admired than their malice, for 
learning can never be ·drained dry: Though it 
may be dammed up for one age, yet it will brew 
over; and historians' pens, being, long kept fast· 
ing, will afterwards feed more greedily on the 
memories of tyrants, and describe them to the 
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full. Yea, I betieve cheir ink hath made some 
.yrants blacker than they were m their true CO~ 
plelliOh. 

,At last, he is haunted with the· terrors of his 
own conscience. ,If any two do bot whisper to­
gether (whatsoever the propositions be), he con-, 
eeives their discourse conoludes against him. 
Company and eolitarineasare equally dreadful 
unto him, being Dever safe ; and he waDts a guard 
to guard him from hi. guard~ and ''so proee~ds 
"in infinitum." The ·SC08tB·of Charles; Dlake 
of Burgundy, brought him news that the F-l"GBoh 
army· was hard by, beiR« DOtbing elee but a field 
full of high thistles, whose tops they ·miBtoek for 
10 many speats. On lesser ground, this tyrant 
conceives greater fears. Thus in vain doth ·he 
seek to fence himeelf from without. whose foe is 
within biro. 

He is glad to patch up a bad night's sleep, out 
of pieces of slumber. They seldom sleep sound. 
Iy, who have·blood·for their bolster. His bey 
presents hiIQ with strange masques, wherein only 
fiends and furies are actors. The flight awakes 
him, and he i. no sooner glad that it was a dream. 
but fears it is prophetical. 

In 'vain he OOJIrts the friendship of foreign 
princes. They defy his amity, and will not join 
their clean hands with his bloody ones. Sometimes, 
w. i.naratiate himself" he dQth 8QWe g04)d acts~ 



.. 
THB 'l'YBANT. 

bot virtue becomes him worse than vice, for all 
know he conterfeits it for his own ends. 

Having lived in other men's blood, he dies 
commonly in his own. He bad his will all his 
life, but seldom makes his testament at his death, 
being suddenly taken away, either by private 
hand, or public insurrection. It is observed of 
the camel, that it lies quietly down till it hath its 
full load, and then riseth up. But this" vulgus II 
is a kind of beast, which riseth up soonest when 
it is ov~rladen; immoderate cruelty causing it 
to rebel. " Fero" is a fitter motto than" Ferio" 
for Christians in their carriage towards lawful 
authority, though unlawfully used. 

THE END . 
... 




