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·tatt;tteal .eeount of ;Iloba­

.eotia . ... 
CHAPTER I. 

I"" 
Bounda,;", Eztent, Situatitin, General .8ppearane" 

Civil m"isions. 

THE Boundaries of the Province of Nova-Scotia, 
previous to the conquest of Canada, were always a 
subject of dispute between Great Britain and France. 
They had never been settJed by any treaty, and the 
Commissioners appointed to adjust them came to no 
conc1usion upon a subject, which, by mutual consent, 
seemed to have been left to the decisioD of arms.­
At the peace of 1768, the 1imits of the Colony were a 
matter of discretiOll rather than strict legal right, 
and were therefore fixed by the Crown, as follows : 
"to the Northward, our said Province shall be 
bounded by the Southern Boundary of our Province 
of Quebec, as far as the western extremity of the 
Bay .Des Chaleurs. To the eastward by the said 

. Bay, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to the Cape or 
Promontary called Cape Breton, in the Island of 

that name, including that Island, the Island of St. 
1 
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John's, and all other Islands within six leagues of ~ 
. Coast, to the southward by the Atlantic Ocean, from 
the said Cape to Cape-Sable, including the Island of 
that name, and all other Islands within 40 leagues 
of the Coast, with all the rights, members and appur­
tenances, Whatsoever, thereto belonging. And to the 
westward, although our said Province hath ancient­
ly extended, and doth of right eXtend, as far as the 
river Pentagoet or Penobscot, it shall be bounded by 
a line drawn from Cape-Sable across the entrance 
of the Bay of Fundy, to the ~outh of the river St. 
Croix; by the said river to its source, and by a line 
drawn due north, from thence to'the southern boun .. 
dary of our Colony of Quebec." At subsequent pe· 
riods, this territory was divided into four separate Pro .. 
vinces, viz. Nova-Scotia, New-Brunswick, Prince 
~dward's Island and Cape Breton. .But in 1820, this 
latter Island was again annexed to the Government 
of Nova-Scotia~ and now forms a County in the civil 
diviaJions of the Province. Nova-Scotia proper, or 
that portion of the Continent known under that 
name, is connected with the body of North America 
by a narrow isthmus, and is bounded on the North 
by the Strait of Northumberland, which separates it 
from Prince Edward's Island ; on the north east by 
the Gut of Canseau, which divides it from Cape-Bre­
ton, on the south and south east by the Atlantic ocean, 
and on the west by the Bay of Fundy and New­
Brunswick. It lies within the 48d and 46th degree 
of North 14titude, and between the 618t and 67th 
degree of Longitude,west from the Greenwioo·meri­
dian, and is about 800 miles in length, but of une­
qual width, embracing a superficies of 15,617 square 
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mUes, or 0,994,880 acres. The face of the Coontry 
is agre~ably diversIfied by hills and dales, but though 
undulated is not mountainous, the summit of the 
highest hill being not more than six hundred feet 
above the level of the sea. There are several ridgea 
of high land, which are here called mountains, al­
though they by no means deserve the appellation on 
account of their altitude. These generally run 
north and south, branching oft" into irregular and 
hilly land, terminating sometimes in high cliffiJ on 
the Coast, and sometimes losing themselves in geD.­
tle declivities in the interior. In scenery, therefore, 
it partakes not of the sublime, but ita numerous and 
beautiful lakes, its harbours studded with islands, 
its rivers, brooks and streams, of which it bouts a 
great profusion, enliven and embellish tbe COUDtrr, 
naturally picturesque from its variety of highlands 
and praries. The appearance of the sea coaat is ge.­
nerally inhospitable, preqnting a bold rocky shore, 
aDd a poor and sterile soil, cluthed with • thin and 
stunted growth of Birch and Spruee. The lOuthera 
margin is rugged and broken, with very pl'Omine.at 
features, deep indents and craggy islands, and ledges 
in.erted in the sea; either formed by nature to re­
ai,t the constant attacks of the westem ocean, or 
more probably exposed by its action. The features 
of the northern const are 80ft and free from rocks.­
The shores are every where indented with harbours, 
rivers, coves and bays, in most places communicat­
ing witb the waters of the interior of the Country, 
8C8l'ooly any part of which is thirty miles distant 
from navigation. The most remarkable cli1l' on the 
whole coast, is the summit of .!spotapen, whioh lies 
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on the Promontary that separates Mahone {rom 
Margaret's-Bay. This land, which is about five hun­
dred feet in perpendicular height, may be dil::lcerned 
at a great distance, and is generaUy the first object 
leen in approaching Halifax from Europe, or the 
West Indies. Ardoise hill, situated between Wind80r 
and Halifax, is the highest land in the Province, 
and affords a distant prospect of Windsor, Falmouth, 
Newport, Horton, and the Country bordering on the 
"Eason of Minas. Beyond this are the Horton moun­
tains, which run nearly north and 80uth, and about 
twenty miles further is another range of high lands, 
known by the name of the North mountain, which is 
washed by the waters of the Bay of ~'undy. Cape 
Blomedon, which terminates this chain of hills, pre­
sents a grand and imposing appearance ; its perpen­
dicular front is of a dark red colour, and its head may 
often be seen above the mists by which it is encir­
cled. The great inequality in the surface of Nova­
'Scotia il the cause of the exi8tence of numeroul 
lakes, which are scattered over it in every direction. 
Some of them are of very great extent, and in many 
places form almost a continued chain of water com­
munication across the Province. The largest is 
" Rosignoll," situated to the westward of Liverpool. 

The dimen/ilions of this lake have never been ascer­
-tained by actual admeasurement, but it is said to ex­
ceed thirty miles in length. In the same neighbour- , 
hood there are a number of others, extending from 
the head of Allan's River, near Annapolis, to within 
a short distance of the Liverpool river. This route is 
always adopted by the Indians, when passing be­
tween these townlil, who affirm that there are but 
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two short portages in the whole ~istance. In the 
township of Yarmouth there are eighty, besides Lake 
George, which is of nearly the same extent as Ro­
signol, and although they are not' to be found in 
equal number in every township, yet they are of fre­
quent occurrence in all. From the head of the Shu­
benaccadie river they almost reach the Harbor of 
Halifax, and afford such an extensive inland naviga­
tion, that a company has been formed to complete 
the junction by means of a Canal. Between Wind­
sor and the Atlantic, there is a similar connexion in 
two different places-one between the St. Croix and 
Margaret's Bay) and the other between the head of 
the Avon and Chester Bay. There is also a chain 
of lakes, situated between the source of the Gaspe­
reaux in King's County, and that of Gold River, in 
the County of Lunenburg, which nearly unites them. 
Some ofthesc lakes are extremely beautiful, 'contain­
ing in general one 01' more small islands, which are 
covered with a luxuriant growth of wood, and vary 
in every imaginable shape; while the hills, with 
which they are generally environed, are often undu­
lated in the most romantic manner. These highlandl!l 
are, with few exceptions, well wooded, ancI e~~el-. 
Ush the scenery at every season of the year. The 
first frost in the autumn invests the foliage with an 
infinite diversity of colour, and in one night alters 
the whole appearance of the forest. The leaves of 
the maple become red-those ofthe birch yellow, and 
the sumach pink; while the elm, the oak~ the ever­
greens and others, by preserving their colours, add 
to theYariety of the landscape. The aspect of the 
eountry is, however, in many places deformed. .A. 
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large portion of the jand on the Southern coast, for 
many miles in the interior is stony and barren, fre­
quently devoid of trees, and presenting a dreary and 
desolate waste. 'l'here are also some inconsiderable 
bogs, covered with peat and aquatic grasses. One of 
the largest of these is the Carriboo bog, situated in 
Aylesford, the source of both the Horton and Anna­
polis rivers, which flow from thence in opposite di­
rections, one discharging itself into the Basin of 
Minas, and the other into the Bay of Fundy. There 
~e seldom any trees growing in these bogs, but in 
all are to be found the trunks of those which once 
stood there, and have been preserved by the waters 
tAat originally deprived them of existence. Although 
numerous, they are not very extensive, forthe sur­
face of the country is too uneven to admit of their 
covering mnch ground. In other places where fire. 
have raged, the forest has been destroyed, and tall 
dead trees, stretching their naked limbs in the air, 
threaten the traveller with destruction. Where 
these "burnt lands" occur, nothing can exceed the 
desolation and drearinesll of their appearance. The 
fire, while it burns the stem of the tree, seldom con­
.umel it, but hardens and preserves it from decay, 
and it not unfrequently maintains its erect position 
for years after it has been stripped of its foliage. If 
the ground has been dried by a previous drought, 
the fire consumes the soil and the seeds of trees con­
tained in it, and a long period elapses before it is a­
pin clothed with a new growth of wood, which in 
many instances is altogether of a different kind from 
that with which it was previously covered. The soil 
of the country is so various, and the changes so fre-

Digitized by Google 



"I 

quent J that there it a constant succession or forest 
scenery. The biroh, the spruce, beech and hem­
lock, constitute the most predominant classes of 
woodland. These are to be severally found in extent, 
according to the properties of the soil, sometimes 
distinctly, but often intermingled with each other. 
In winter, when the ground is covered with snow, 
the appearance of the evergreen is peculiarly agree­
able, and refreshes the eye when fatigued with the 
uniform glare of a white surface. The arable landa 
bear as yet a small proportion to the wilderness parta 

of the country ; and these, as in all other places in 
America" are chiefly confined to the neighbourhood 
of the rivers, harbours, and coasts, though small 
scattered settlements are to be found in the interior, 

, whel."e the lands are of sufficient value to invite culti­
vation. But the appearance of the old townships 
will -yie with any part of America for beauty. The 
extended and well cultivated vaUey of the AnnapQlis 
River, the diversified and picturesque country of 
Horton and Cornwallis ; the richness, extent, and 
variety, of the views in the vicinity of Windsor ; the 
unrivalled beauty of Mahone Bay, with its numerous 
Islands; the whole country horderingon the Shube.· 
naccadie ; very many places in the Eastern parts of 
the Province, and the extensive townships of New­
port and Yarmouth, cannot fail to excite the wonder 
of strangers, that they exist in a country which has 
always been represented 8S the most uninteresting 
part of America. The civil departments'ofthe Pro­
vince consist of divisions and counties. Of the former 
there are five-the -Eastern, Middle, Western, Hali­
fax, and Cape-Breton divisions. The Eastern divi-
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lion comprises the counties of Sydney and Cumber­
land, and part of that of Halifax. The Middle divi­
sion consists of Hants, King's, Lunenburg, and 
Qlleen~s Counties. The Western division includes 
Annapolis and Shelburne Counties. The Cape-Breton 
~ivision comprehends the whole Island, which forms 
but one county. The Halifax division embraces 
only part of the County of that name, and includes 
the townships of Halifax, Lawrencetown and Pres­
ton. There are ten Counties-Halifax, Sydney, 
Cumberland, Hants, King's, Lunenburg, Queen's, 
Annapolis, Shelburne, and Cape-Breton, which are 
agaiR subdivided into districts and townships. As 

these terms are peculiar to America, and differ in 
many places in their signification, it may be proper 
to add, that in this country, a division is merely a 
circuit, containing one or more counties. ·When 
professional men were appointed to preside in the 
Courts of Common Pleas and General Sessions of the 
Peace, circuits was allotted to each of them, which 
were then called and have since been known as divi­
sions-a term which has no other import than as 
connected with their duties. A district contuins one 
or more townships, and is a subdivision of a county 

· rendered necessary by its extent. It is, therefore, 
for the convenience of the people, set a part, and has 
the privilege conferred upon it of having a Court 
of General Sessions of the Peace, for the regulation 
of all its internal affuirs. Each District is or should 

· be furnished with a Court-House, but the Jail be-
· longs to the County. The Sheriff's authority is 
commensurate with the County, and the Commis­

(lions of the Peace extend throughout the same.-
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The localities of Juries, both in real arid pe1'8Onal, 
have also a reference to the county ; and the election 
of representatives, and the Jurisdiction of the Su· 
preme Courts, iR in no way affected by this local ar­
rangement of districts. A township contains no cer­
tain definite quantity of lands, nor assumes any pre­
scribed shape, as in Upper-Canada, where it is gene­
rally understood to extend nine miles in front, and 
twelve miles in the rear; nor is it endowed with all 
those various corporate powers, which the townships 
of New-England possess, beyond the election of a 
representative ; ~hich privilege ~ not enjoyed by 
all. The inhabitants have no other power than that. 
of holding an annual meeting, fo~ the purpose ofvot­
ing money for the support of their poor. 

1 st. _ Halifax County is divided into three districts 
-Halifax, Colchester and Pictou, and contains ten 
townships-Halifax, Dartmouth, Lawrencetown, 
Preston, Truro, Onslow, Londonderry, PictcN, 
Egerton and Maxwelton. 

2d. Sydney County contains two districts and 
seven townships-Manchester, Guysborough, Dor­
chester, Arisaig, St. Mary, Tracaciie, St. Andrews. 

3d. Cumberland County contains two townships 
-Amherst and Wallace. 

4th. Hant's County contains six townships-Wind­
sor, . Falmouth, Newport, Kempt, Rawdon, 806 
Douglas. 

5th. King's County contains fourtownships-Hor­
ton, Cornwallis, Aylesford, Parrsborough. 

6th. Lunenburg contains three townships-Lu­
nenburg, New-Dublin, Chester. 

7th. Liverpool contains one township-Liverpool, 
2 ' 
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6th. Annapolis County is divided into two dis­
mets, and contains six townships-Wilmot, Gran­
ville, Annapolis, Clements, Digby, Clare. 

9th. Shelburne is divided into two districts, and 
contains four townships-Yarmouth, Argyle, Bar­
rington, Shelburne. 

10th. Cape-Breton is divided into three districts, 
and contains seven townships-Sydney, St. Andrew, 
St. Patrick, Canseau, Port Hood, Ainslie and Mar­
garee. .. .. 

. CHAPTER II. 

&ction I.-HALlUX DIVISION. 

The Halifax division comprises only a part of the 
County of that name, and contains four townships­
Halifax, Dartmouth, Preston, and Lawrence Town. 
The harbour of Halif(JJ; is one of the finest in Ameri­
ca .. .A thou~nd veB8els may ride in it in safety. It 
is accessible at all seasons of the year, and is to be 
prized for the facility of its entrance, general situ­
ation, and proximity to the Bay of Fundy, and aU 
the interior settlements of the Province. It is situ­
«ted in latitude 440 40" north, and 630 4011 west 
longitude. It lies nearly north and south, extending 
·about sixteen miles in length, and terminating in a 

. beautiful sheet of water called Bedford Basin, within 
which are ten square miles of safe anchorage. The 
entrance is marked by Sambro Island, on which a 
Light-House was erected soon after the settlement 

. of Halifax by the English. A sma}) party of amllery 
are stationed here, to correspond with the town by 
eignala, and are furnished with two twenty-four 
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pounders 88 alarm guns. Three miles from HaIifas, 
and near the mouth ofilie harbour, is McNab's island, 
which is three miles in length, and half a mile in 
breadth~' and contains about 1,090 acres. On its 
western side is a long gravelly point of Jow land, cal­
led Mauger's Beach, on which stands Sherbrooke 
Tower, a circular stene battery. The foundation of 
this building was str«:ngthened by timber driven into 
the ground; but it has been found to yield to the 
pressure of the structure erected upon it. On the 
top of tbe tower is a lantem, by the light of which 
vessels avoid the dangers of the Thrumb-oap shoals, 
which extend for some distance to the southward of 
the beach. 

McNab's Island forms two entrances to the har­
bour, the eastern and western passage. At the 
mouth of the former is Duggan's or Macnamara's Is­
land, which is well wooded, and composed of a deep 
good soil. This passage, which gradually contracts 
in width to a quarter of a mile, is obStructed by a 
sand bar, and is onJy used by small vessela. The 
nerth end of this strait is protected by a stone tower, 
called the eastern battery. Immediately opposite to 
the town, and midway be.ween it and Dartmouth, 
is George's Island, which is regularly fortified, and 
from ita admirable position, forms one of the chief 
defences of the place. The beauty and safety of this 
harbour attracted the notice of speculators at a very 
early period, and many applications were at different 
times made, for a grant of the land in its vicinity. 
The famous projector, Captain Coram, was engaged 
in 1718, in a scheme for settling here ; and a petition 
was presented by Sir Alexander Cairn, James Doug-
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lu, and Joshua Gee, in behalf of themselves and 
others, praying fOJ' a grant upon the se; coast, fivB 
leagues S. W. and five leagues N. W. of Chebucto, 
upon cOndition of building a town, improving the 

, country round it, by raising hemp, making pitch, tar 
and turpentine, and of settling two hundred families 
upon it within three years. This petiti<?n received a 
favourable report from the Lorda of Trade ; but as it 
was opposed by the M:assach~setts' agents, on ac­
count of a 'clause re!!ltricting the fishery, it was re­
jected' by the Council. The eagerness with which 
these petitions were pressed upon the attention of 
Government, and the political importance of the 
port, induced the Ministry to undertake the settle­
ment at the public expense. .Colonel Cornwallis was 
selected to carry this measure into execution, and 
appointed the Governor of the Colony. About the 
lutof June, 1749, he arrived at Chebucto, and laid 
the foundation of the Town of Halifax. Such was 
the ardour with which the work was undertaken, 
that before the ensuing winter, three hundred 
comfortable wooden houses were built, and the 
whole secured by a strong wooden paUisade.­
Eleven years afterwards (1760) it is thus described 
in a letter, addressed by one of the inhabitants to 
the Rev. Dr. Stiles, of Boston, and preserved in the 
collections of the Massachusetts' Historical Society: 
cc It is now divided into three towns Halifax, 'Irish 
town (South suburbs) and Dutch town (North sub­
urbs.)· The whole may contain abollt 1000 hOllses, 
great and small, many of which are employed as 
Jlarracks, Hospitals for the army and navy, and 
other public uses. The inhabitants may be about 
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3000, one third of which are Irish, and many ofthelJl 
Roman Catholics, about one fourth Germans and 
Dutch, the most industrious and useful settlers 
amongst us, and the rest English, with a very small 
number of Scotch. We have upwards of 100 licens­
ed houses, and perhaps as many more which retail 
spiritnous liquors without license, so that the busi­
ness of one half of the town is to sell rum, and the 
other half to drink it. You may, from this single cir­
cumstance, judge of' our morals, and naturally infer 
that we are not enthusiasts in religion. Though 
our present fortifications have cost large sums ormo­
ney, at least the Government has given and is charg­
ed with immense sums, (how much of'it has been 
misapplied, I will not take upon myself to-say), yet I 
would now engage that two ships of the line would 
destroy the whole settlement; but that will not be 
the case, when the citadel is completed, as.it over­
looks the town, commands the harbour, and is too 
high for ships to reach or make any impression on it." 
Halifax is situated on the western side of the har­
bour," on the declivity of a commanding hill, whose 
summit is about .256 feet above the level of the sea. 
There are eight streets running through the centre 
of the town, only two of which reach its southern 
and three its nOlihern extremity. These are again 
intersected by fifteen others. The town and suburbs 
are upwards of two miles in length, and its general 
width about half a mile. In 1790 it contained 4,000 
inhabitants and 700 houses. In 1817, the houses 
aJPounted to 1,200, and in June,18.28, the population 
was 14,489 and the houses 1,580. 
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, "'1 960wood 'fhe old town contains-Private buildings, 34 stone 
21 brick 

1015 
Public buildings, 1 40wood 
Including the Barracks, Poor 14 stone 

house, establishment, &c. 1 brick 

North suburbs-Private buildings, 

55 

! 290w:ood 
9 stone 

10 brick 

809 
Public buildings, including l 28 wood 

the Dock-Yard, S 8 stone 

South suburbs.-Private buildings, 

Public buildings, 

On the Peninlula 42 buildings. 

26 

1 156 wood 
12 stone 
5 brick 

178 
l 1 stone 
S lWood 

TO.TALs.-The old town, ~ 1015 private buildings. 5 55 public do. 
North luburbs, l 309 private do. 5 26 public do. 
South suburbs, l 173 private do. 5 2 public do. 
Houses on the Peninsula, 42 

1,622 
Few places present 10 pleasing an aspect as Hali­

fax, when viewed from the harbour. Its streetaare 
laid out with regularity, its spires have a picturesqpe 
and even magnifiCent effect, and the trees which 
are 8cattered throughout it, give it an appearance 
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softened and refreshing. It haa been very much im­
proved within these few last years, several exten­
sive fires having consumed many of the old houses, 
and the -increase of wealth having enabled- the pro­
prietors to replace them with larger and better build­
ings. The streets have also undergone a similar 
change, owing to the very great interest which his 
Excellency Sir James Kempt manifested in every 
thing connected with the roads. Water-street is 
now well paved, and the side-paths neatly flaggetl 
for the accommodation of foot passengers. The other 
main streets have been Macadamized, and the croSi 
streets covered with hard and durable materials. 
lfalifax has a meat, vegetable, and fish market, all 
of which are extremely well supplied, The latter in 
particular deserves notice, on account of the quality 
and variety offish·; the low price at which it is sold, 
a.n1I the importance of the establishment to the poorer 
class of the community. There are two Churches 
oftbe established religion-one in the centre of the 
town: and the other in the north-west suburbs ; one 
cbapel for 'the Roman Ca~holics; two meeting­
houses for the Presbyterians; one Methodist chapel, 
and two Baptist, and one Sandaminian meeting-house. 
There is nothing remarkable in the appearance of any 
of these buildings, except the Catholic Chapel, which 
is an elegant and spacious structure, built of cut free 
stone. 'rhe others are plain, substantial, and well 
suited to the size of the town, and the extent of their 
respective congregations. Of government establish­
ments, the most important is the King's Dock-Yard; 
This was commenced about the year 1758, and has 

been not 'only of infinite service to the navy during 
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the late war, but by its very ,great expenditure of 
money, of most essential advantag~ to the. Province. 
It is enclosed on the side towards the town by ahigh 
stone wall, and contains within it very commodious 
buildings for the residence ofits officers and servants, 
besides stores, warehouses and workshops, of aifrer-

. ent descriptions. Jt is on a more respectable footing 
than any in America, and the vast number of ships 
refitted there during the last tw:enty years, and the 
»rodigious labor and duty p~rformed on them, are 
strong proofs ofitsregulation and order. In the rear 
of the Dock-Yard,and on an elevated piece of ground, 
that overlooks the works and the harbour, is tl~e Ad­
miral's honse, which is a plain stone building,' erected 
partly by funds provided by Government, and partly 
by a grant of the Provincial Legislature. This house 
was completed ill 1820, and, as its name dcnotes, is 
designed for the residence of the Admira1, or senior 
Naval Officer Commanding on the station. 'The 
HORpital,which was attached to the Dock-Yard, was 
unfortunately destroyed by fire a few years ago, and 
has not yet been re-built. There are two Barracks 
in the town, one on the north and the other on the 
south side of the citadel hill, in which parts of three 
regiments are generally quartered. They are built 
of wood, and contain nothing particularly deserving 
notice, except the library, which was established un­
der the patronage of the Earl of Dalhousie, for the 
use of the Officers of the Garrison. The other Go­
vernment buildings are the General's house, or the 
residence of the Commandant, the military Hospital, 
built by his Royal Highncss the late Duke of Kent, 
and the stores belonging to the Ordnance. The 
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Colonial buildings are Government house, the Pr0-
vince Building, and the Court-House. The first, 

which is built of brown free stone, is situated in the 
101lth end of the town, and occupied by the Lieut.­

povemor of the Colony. The Province Building is 
;uo composed of the same materials, and is the best 

Wt and handsomest edifice in North America; its di­
mensions are 140 feet in length, "10 in width, and 42 in 
·height. It contains all the various Provincial Offices, 
the Secretary's, Surveyor-General's, Treasurer's, 
Prothonotary's, Collector's of Excise, &c. &c ; also 

apartments for the Council, HOllseof Assembly, and 
Superior Courts. It has two passages on the ground 

Boor, one extending the whole length of the building, 
and tne other from the fronttothe rE'ar. It is situat­
edin the centre of the town, in the middle ofa square, 
the whole of which is enclosed with an iron fcnce.­
Dalhousie College is also built of free stone ; it was 
established in the year 1820, at the suggestion of the 
Nobleman whose name it bears, and its Trustees are 
incorporated by Law. It is situated at the end of th~ 
old. mUitary parade, and. is a spacious and handsome 
structure. The sum of £9,750 is invested in the 
British 8 per cents. as a fund for its support; bllt the 
institution being in (leht, the Trustees are unable 
either to complete the interior of the building or to 

open the claElEles. The object of its erection is" for 
the education of youth and students in the several 
branches of science and literature, as they are com­
monly taught in ,the Universify of Edinburgh."­

There are three professorships, one for the Greek and 
Latin classes, another for :Mathematics, natural and 
experimental Philosophy, and a third for Theology 

3 
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and moral Philosophy. Itia generally regretted that 
110 much money should have been so injudiciously ex­

pended. One College. with the Academies already es­
tablished, is at present sufficient for the two Provin­
ces of Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick. The latter 
Colony, with that sectional feeling so peculiar to Ame­
rica, has already provided means for the support of 

one at Fredericton, and if this institution should ever 
be completed, we shall have three insignificant, in­
stead of one respectable institution. Halifax also 
contains a grammar school, which has an endowment 

'of two hundred pounds a year from the Province; a 
large school on the National, and one on the Lancas­
trian system, besides an extensive one for Catholics, 
and several common schools. There are no periodi­
cals published, nor are any European or American 
books re-printed at Halifax, and the only productions 

of the press ill this Province are the weekly N ews­
papers) of which there are six at this place and one 

at Pictou. The Court-House is a plain brick build­
ing, in which there is an Exchange room for the Mer-

I 

chants, and suitable apartments for the Courts of 
Common Pleas, and General Sessions of the Peace. 
There is also a large wooden building, called Free 
Mason's-Hall,where the'pnblic assemblies for dancing 
are usually held. Besides the Poor-House, which is 
open not 0111y for the reception of the panpcl's of the 
township of Halifax, but for all the transicnt poor of 
the Province, there is a Bridewell, or house of Cor­
reotion, which was established in the year 1615.-­

PerlC>Ds designated in the Act as liable to be commit­
ted to Bridewell, for a term not exceeding seven 

years, are described vaguely " as disorderly and idle 
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people, who notoriously mispend their time, to the 
neglect of their own and family's support, and those 
who are convicted of any clergyable or lesser crimi­
nal offence." The charitable institutions are the 
English, Irish and Scotch Societies, the Masonic, 
Philanthropic, and Poor Man's Friend Society. Its 
manufactures are still in an infant state; most of 
them having been commenced since the year 1815. 
They consist of a Sugar Refinery, Distilleries of Rum, 
Gin, Whiskey, &0. Breweries of Porter, Ale,&c. Ca­
binet work, Soap and Candles, Glue, Leather, Car­
riages, Chocolates, Linseed Oil, Combs, Bru~hes, 

Paper, Snufl"andother manufactured Tobacco, Flour, 
Cordage, &c. &c. Halifax, in common with every 
other part of British America, experienced in its trade 
the embarrassments and difficulties incidental to a 
sudden transition from war to peace, but as the Mer­
chants of this place have always traded within the 
limits of their Capital, the shock, though severe, was 
not such as to induce either ruin or distress. BUBi-. 
ness is conducted in a safe and honorable manner,. 
and it is a fact highly creditable to the Mercantile 
Community, that only one bankruptcy occurred 
among the respectable part of the Merchants, during 
the whole of the administration of his Excellency Sir 
James Kempt, a period of eight years. It is difficult 
to estimate, with any degree of accuracy, the extent 
of its trade, as much of that at the outports is con­
ducted on the funds ofth~ Capital. There are own­
ed at Halifax, six ships, sixty-sev.e~ brigs, seventy­
seven schooners; of these there are employed abput 
seventy in the West India trade, six in the Brazil 
and Foreign. European trade, four between th~ 
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Province and Great Britain, and the rest in the 
fishhries and coasting trade. * The passage from 
Halifax to Portsmouth, N. H. occupies from 3 to 6 
days; to Boston, nearly the same time; to New-York 
from 4 to 8 days; to Philadelphia or Norfolk, from 7 to 
14 days; to Charleston from 8 to 15 days; and to Sa­
vannah from 9 to 18 days .. The passage to England 
is accomplished in from 14 to 30 days ; to Bermuda 
from 6 to 1.2 days; and to Jamaica from 20 to 35 days. 
T.&.BLE OF DISTANCES BETWEEN HALIFAX AND QUEBEC. 

Halifax. 

Windsor'l 45 
Kentville. 27 ~ 

Wilmot Gibbon. ~ ~ -w.-
. Annapolis., 31 611 87 132 I 

Digby. 20 51 80 107 152 

St. Jobn. N. B. 36 66 87 ~ l4iJ""'i8S 
Fredericton'l82 USI3S Tti9\~ 225 T70 

Quebec.!S55i 4S~! 47St 493i 524i 553~, b!lot 625& 

TJ.BLE OF DISTANCES BETWEEN HALIFAX & SHELBURNE. 

Halifax. 
Annapolis. 132 

Digby,20~ 
Sissiboo River. 23 43 'J75 

Yarmouth Church. 46 ~-89 221 
Tuskel. -1-0-56 79 99 231 

• Barrington'l36 46 ~1ll5 ---rn:- 267 
8heJliurne !15 -5-1 - -61 107130 150 ""28! 

------,------
'J'..&.lILI: 01' DISTANCES BETW£EN HALIFAX & LIVERPOOL. 

Halifax. 
Margaret's Bay. 22 

Chester village,/22 ~ 
Lunenburll'l 21 43 65 

Liverpool.! 34 ~I~~ 

HALIFAX TO CUlIIBERLAND. 

H.&.LIJ''&'X TO PICTOU. HRlifsx. 

Halifax. TrUrO'j 64 -I 
- Truro:---\ U I River PhiliP./4ii '"'i"09' 
Pictou.l-ag-~ Fort Cllmberl.lld.!~ 71 135 

• Sf, th, table annued to the Chapter on Trade. 

Digitized by Google 



!l 

TABLE OF DIITANCBI BETWEEN BALlrAX It ANTI.GNUR. 

B.lir ••. 

'Welt River'fil 
New GI.sgow. ]'0""" '""'iO'l 

Merii omilh.\-7-17'T08 
Antigonisb·1 86 43 68 I 144 

The Peninsula upon which Halifax is built is formed 
by Chebucto harbour, and the North West Arm, an: 
inlet of the sea, which extends in the rear of the toW'Ii" 

to within a mile and a half of Bedford Bason. This 
tmct oflandcontains abouUhree thousand acres, and 
during the administration of Govemor ComwalJis, 
was divided into Jots containing five acres eaoh, with 
the exception of Jl),40 aores, reserved for a commOD. 
To promote the cultivation of these allotments, an 
excise duty was imposed upon all spirituous liquorS: 
consumed in the Provinoe, out of whioh a bounty of 
20 shillings was paid for every acre· of ground clear· 
ed and enclosed. The inhabitants, stimulated by thte 
encouragement, prepared, within a short time, two' 
hundred Jots, or one thousand acres, for the r~' 
tion of grain, and protected them with substantial' 
wooden fences; but an accidental fire spreading over' 
the whole surface, consumed the pickets, and the de. 
eayed vegetable substances with which the land was 
covered. '.Phe sterile and stony nature of the soil' 
was thus exhibited to view, and the settlers, disap­
pointed and discOuraged, desisted for many years, 
from making any further attempt at cultivation. At 
a subsequent period, Governor Lawrence, finding' 
that the inhabitants were under the necessity of im~ 
porting hay from Mal98aohusetts at exorbitant priee8~ 
prevailed upon the Legislature to offer a bounty on 
hay raised upon the Peninsula, and upon the erection 
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of atone walls. In consequence of this act, the at· 
tempt was again made, and in 1762, '70 acres were 

brought into a state of cultivation, at an expense of 
twenty-two pounds ten shillings per acre. Since 
that' time, and especially within the last twenty 
years, the greater part of the land in the vicinity of 
the Capital, has been enclosed with stone walls, and 
rendered more productive than any other upland in 
Nova-Scotia. It is therefore in much better accord­
ance with the natural beauty of the environs of the 
town. The noble harbour, the splendid sheet of 
water contained in Bedford Bason, and the exqui­
site beauty of the North West Ann, are never failing 
objects .of admiration. The average width of the 
latter is about a quarter of a mile, and its depth from 
16 to 20 fathoms. It is navigable throughout it'l en­
tire length. It receives several streams of fresh wa­
ter, that are supplied by lakes which lie scattered in 
every direction between its western shore and Mar­
pret's Bay. On one of these streams, are very ex­
tensive and valuable Mills, thepro~erty of Messrs . W. 
& S. Black, of Halifax. In the centre of a little cove 
on the western side of the Arm, anel about half a mile 
from its head, is Melville Island, the former abode of 
unfortunate prisoners of war. There are about ten 
buildings upon it, which, together with a garden, 
nearly cover its surface. The principal one is the pri­
IOn, a long wooden house, two stories i~ height, 
whose grated windows bespeak the use to which it 
haa been applied. All the buildings are in a state 
of neglect and decay ; a wooden bridge connects the 
Island with the main land, and on a small hill to the 
lOuthward is the burying ground belonsing to the 
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establishment. It is now no longer to be diltioguiah­
ed. from the surrounding woods, but by the mounda 
of earth which have been placed over the dead ; 
the whole being covered with a thick shrubbery oC 
forest trees. At the mouth of the Arm there it 
another small island, called Pernett's Island, and 
about a mile above are two immense iron riDga 
fastened into, masses of rock, to which was 
appended, during the war, the chain that secured tho 
passage. Midway between the Arm and the har­
bOllr, near the southern part of the Peninsula, standa 
a strong stone tower, in a position which commanda 
the approach to both; but at this, as well as the other 
batteries in its vicinity, there are no troops stationed 
during the peace. About three miles from the North 
West Arm is a Rocking Stone· of very large dimen­
sions. It rests upon a strata of rock that rises to the 
surface of the ground, and moves on a pivot oC 11 
inches ~ 6. It is composed of granite, and when set 
in motion (which may be efiected with great ease by 
means of a short wooden lever) undulates from E. 
N. E. to W. S. W. It is twenty feet in length, 14 
in breadth, 9 in height, and 74 in circumference, and 
is supposed to weigh 162 tons. Within a shorter 
distance of Halifax, on the Prospect road, is'a.nother 
of smaller dimensions, but similar as respects its posi­
tion, and facility of motion. 

On the south western shore, between Halifax and 
the bounds of Lunenburg County, there are several 

• And Bome, chance poised and balancedla),. 
So that a stripling arm might 8way 

A mass no power could raise. 
In Dature's rage, at random thrown, 
Yet trembling like a druid's throne. 

On ita precarioUi bue.-SCOTt'. 
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IOC)d harbours •. After pa~ing .the North West Arm. 
~~~g cove ~ncl Ketch harbour, Sambro pres~nt. 
~ts capacious Bason, to vessels that encounter contra­

ry winds in .departing from Halifax. It is situated "­
)eague north-wes~ward of t1)e light house, is easy of 
AltCcess,. p'erfectly !3heltered and deep. Coasters re­
i8Qrt thi1her in g.r~t numberS in bad weather,. and 
.fifty or si~ty sa,ilare frequently collected in this re­
~~at. It W~ s~ttled in the year 1780, and contains 
~ "'JPnll tisping population. Between this and Mar­
pret's Bay,~re Pennant, Upper and LowerProapect, 
.)folineux, Dover, and ImUan harbour, at each of 
.whi~h are settled a few fisherme.n. The lands from 
ph.ebllcto head to ~t. Margaret's Bay, are, with very 

few:, ~xQep.tio~s, covered with rocks, the shore Iron 
.bQund, and no~ a tree to be seen for many miles. At 
tthe fjrst settlement c;>f the Country, this portion of the 

~oast w,as cJo~lled with a growth of spruce,hemlock, 
JUld an intermixture of birch and beech, which was 
l!OQJl.afterward.s consumed by a fire, that spread ov.cr 
.ahnoet.tbe whole to}Vnship of Halifax, and destroyed 
JUl (imDJ.ellse. fore~t of timber, to the irreparable inju­
ry pf."the iJ;lllabitants. St. Margaret's Bay is safe 
and ~p~ci.cms', being fourleagues i,n depth, and two 
in wid\h, b\lt contracted at its entrance to two mile". 
It is accomodated with many harbours, coves, and 
islands, which afford shelter for ships of the greatest 
:Ql1rden, ~nd convenient situations for fishing or farm­
ing. The lands, for the space of a mile from the shore 
on the eastern side, are well clothe4 with beech, 
birch, and various kinds of soft wood. The soil, 
though stony, is fertile, producing not only vegeta­

bles, but l'Je, barley, and oats. There are severnl 
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6treams that fall into the Bay, abounding with l8lD1on, 
trout and gaspereaux-all the lands In its vicinity 
susceptible of cultnre having been granted in the 
ear]y settlement of the Province, to individuals who 
engrossetJ. them 011 speculation, and were neither 
disposed to sell nor lease them, but upon exhorbitant 
terms, they remained in a state of nature until 1788, 

when Governor Parr, while on a tour to Lunenburg, 
en~uraged some of the descendants of the French,and 
a few German famities, to remove thither-these peo­

ple" by a regular course 'of pePSevering industry, be­
eame possessed of considerable property, and this 
neighbourhood l1as for many years furnished a large 
supply of vegetables and fire wood, for the Halifax 
market. Be!Side the North West Harbour, Long cove, 
Hubbert's, cove, , French cove, Haggart's cove, and 
others; Margaret's Bay: contains Head Harbour, an 
anchorage of the first ordel·, and so perfectly safe 
taat a fleet might be moored side by side, unaffected 
even by a hurricane. 

DARTMouTH.-Opposite to Halifax, on the e~stern 
side of tbe harbour, which is thereabout nine tenths 
of a mile wide, is sitnated the town of Dartmouth, 
which was laid out and settled in the year 1750~ In 
the war of 1756, the Indians collected in gr~at force 
on the Bason of Minas, ascended the Shubenacadie 
river in their canoes, and at night, surprising the 
guard, scalped or carried away most of the inhabi"; 
tants. From this period' the settlement was almost 
derelict, till Governor Parr, in 1784, encouraged 20 
families to remove thither from Nantucket, to carry 
on the south sea fishery. 'The town was laid out in 
a new form, and ~1 ,500 provided for the inhabitants 

4 

Digitized by Google 

.. 



26 

to erect buildings. The spirit and activity of the 
new settlers created the most flattering expectations 
of success. Unfortunately, in 1792, the failure of a . 
house in Halifax, extensively concerned in the whale 
fishery, gave a severe cbeck to the Dart~outh es­
tablishment, which was soon, after totally ruined. 
About this period an Agent 'Was employed by th~ 
Merchants of .Milford, in England, to persuade the 
Nantucket settlers to' remove thither; the offers 
were too liberal to be rejected, and the Provipce lost 
these orderly and industrious people. 

,Dllring the late war the harbour became the gene­
'ral rendezvous of the navy and their prizes, which 
materially enriched the place, and extended the num­
ber of buildings. Between Dar-tmouth and Halifax 
a team boat constantly plies) for the apcommodation 
of passengers. The whole of the eastern, shore of 
the harbour, though by no means of the firs~ quality 
of soil) is much superior to the western. In shape it 
bears a resemblance to the Peninsula.of Halifax, Cole 
Harbour and Salm,on River, with which it is connect­
ed, extending in the rear of it to within a short dis­
tance of Preston. On the eastern passage there are 
some fine farms, chiefly ~ttled by Germans, and 
every' cove and indent contains a few families of 
fishermen, who supply Halifax with' fresh and cured 
fish. A chain of lakes in this township, connected 
with the source of the Shubenacadie river, suggested 
the idea of uniting the waters of the Bason of Minas 
with Halifax harbour, by means of a canal. Of 
these Lake· Charles, or the first Shubenacadie lake, 

• Laku CharI .. , William; TholDBI aDd Fletcher'., "ra diatin­
~lhed as lit. 2d. ad. ""b. Shubenacadie Lakes. 
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is distant from Halifax about three miles and a half. 
It extends from north to south 4,800 yards, and occtJ­
piesth') higher portion of a valley, which reaches, . 
with irregular breadth and elevation, from the Bason 
of Minas to Dartmouth, dividing the Province by a 
well defined Jine of separation into two parts of near­
ly equal extent. From the southem end of this lake 
there is a descent through the D~rtmouth lakes to 
the harhour, of 91 feet, and from its north em extre­
mity, a gradual descent through several beautiful 
lakes into the great Shubenacadie, and from thence 
in the cha~nel of the river, for a distance of thirty 
miles, to the junction of the tides of the Bay of 
Fundy. 

As Halifax is situated on an Arm of the sea, and 
has no connection with th~ interior parts of the Coun-

. try by a navigable river, it was thought that a canal 
would 8ft'ord greater facility of communication with 
the Capital, and secure to it the trade of the exten­

'sive and fertile townships, bordering on the Bason of 
- Minas, which wo~ld otherwise receive their supplies 

from St. ,John, Ne~-Brunswick, the natural empo­
riull} of the Bay of Fundy. 

The project having been decided by a competent 
Engineer, to be not only practicable, but attended 
with fewer obstacles than usually accompany works 
of that description, an Association was formed, de­
nominated the Shubenacadie' Canal Company, and 
on the 1st of June, 1826, it was regularly incorporat-. 
ed. As it was supposed that the resources of a large 
po~tion of the Province would be developed by this 
work, and that the public would also, in the event of 
a war, be much benefitted by this. intenial :navip-
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tion, the Legislature granted to the adventurers the 
sum of fifteen thousand pounds. Thus encouraged, 

. the Company commenced the work upon a scale 
adapted for the transit of schooners. According to 
the plan finally agreed upon, the canal will be 60 feet 
in width at the water level, and 36 feet at the bot­
tom, the slopes being one and a half horizontal to,one 
perpendicular, and the depth sufficient to admit ves­
sels drawing eight feet of water. The locks will be 
90 feet within the chambers, 194 feet . in width, and 
125 feet between the extremities oCthe wing .walls. 
-The artificial· communication is confined to a few 
places, .advantage being taken, when practicable, 
of navigating the lakes and the channel of the river; 
when completed. small s~eam boats, of 12 or 14 horse 
power, will be employed for towing; each boat per-

0-

forming the passage from Halifax harbour to the, 
mouth of 1h.e Shubenacadie in 15 hours, and carrying 
each four trade boats of 30 tons burden. The whole 
distance of this inland navigation will be 53 miles and 
1024 yards, and will be oompleted, according 'to the 
estimate of £75,000. It consists ,of five sections. 

The jiillt Section of the Canal line b~gins in Halifax 
harbour, at.high water surface of medium tides, with 
tide lock of nine feet depth of water, and rises into. 
Dartmouth Lake by seven locb, 69! feet. The 

• -total expense of this first Scotion, a distance of 1210 
yards, is .£.28,227 6s. Od. 

The lecond &dion begins at the south end of the Dart­
mouth Lake, and paases through the ,l98me, one mile 
and 1840 yards, when it rises into Lake Charles by 
two locks, 26 feet six inches, over a distance of 1529 
7vdI in length. The total expense of this second 
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Section, a distance of three miles 331 yards, is 
.£13,6.24 .2s. 4d. 

The third Section begins at the soutll end of Lake 
Charles, passes through the same, being summit Je­
vel two miles and 1375 yards, and then descends 31 
feet four in~hes by two locks, into Lake William.­
The total expense of this third Section, being two 
miles 1315 yards, is .£7154 8s. 8d. 

Thefourth Section begi(ls at the south end of Lake 
· William, passes through the same and Lake Thomas, 
· six miles and 240 yards, descends 1.2 feet into Flet­
.cher's Lake; passes th~ough the same, .2 miles 1,11.2 
· yards, and then descends 9 feet into the great La ke, 
which is nine miles long, and a mile and upwards 
wide. The total.expense of this fourth Section, eight 
miles and 1375 yards, is £6370 8s. 8d. 

The fifth Section begins at thc south end of the 
Grcat Lake, extends through the same, five miles 
~nd 880 yards, to the outlet of the river Shubenaca-

· die, descends the same three miles, to lock and waste­
wear under Hall's bridge; falls theretO feet, pur­
snes the course of the river two miles and 1,366 
yards, to lock; and waste-wear, above Tremain's 
Bridge, fa11s there tcn feet ; pursues thc channel 
12k miles to Parker's point, falls there ten feet, and 
thence descends the river 15 miles and 200 yards, to 
its mouth. The total expense for this fifth Section, 
38 miles and 1486 yards, is .£12;448 13s. 4d. 

LAWRENc;E TowN.-In the year 1754, Governor 

Lawrence, with a view to promote the settlement of 
the Country, granted to twenty Proprietors .20,000 
acres .ofland, about fo~~ leagues east of Halifax, com­
mencing at t1).e confluence of Smelt Brook, with the 
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north enstBranch of Cole harbour, and extending as 
far as the falls of Chizetcook river, and erected 
the same into a township by the name of Lawrence -
Town. The Proprietors undertook to settle twenty 
families there, and the Governor promised to build a 
block house, and protect them with a military guard. 
The stipulated number of families were accordingly 
settled by the associates, maintained at their expense, 
and supplied with Cattle. The in}labitants remained 
there three years, and by their frugality and indus­
try, promised to become useful and valuable settlers. 
But Governor Hopson having withdrawn the troops, 
and ordered the stockaded fort and public buildings 
to be demolished, the Proprietors, who received no 
compensation for their losses,abandoned for a time all 
further connection with the place, on the assurance 
that the Jands should not be subject to forfeiture.­
It remained in this neglected state for many years, 
and in 1808 there were only' 50 families within the 
Whole township. Lawrence Town is much intersect­
ed with large Lakes and Ponds,. and a great part of 
it is rocky and barren. The best land is situated on 
Chizetcook and Lawrence rivers, where ,the marsh­
el enable the inhabitants to support a go!>d stock of 
cattle. 'rhe harbours in this township are C.ole 
Harbour, Lawrence, and 'rhree Fathom Harbonr, .all 
of which are only suitable for small vessels ; a short 
distance from Chizetcook, the Musquedoboit dis­
charges itself into the sea. This is a fine river, rising 
near the Stewiack, in a Country producing oak and 
other timber suitable for ship building, and for masts 
and spars. The extent of this settlement on thi:s 

river, and the remaining part of the district, will be 
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seen by the statistical table subjoined to this Section~ 
The harbours in this division, between the township 
of Lawrence and the boundary of Sydney County, 
are very numerous. The shore between Halifax and 
Jedore, forms a long shallow bay, with several in­
dents besides those just mentioned, affording good 
shelter for coasters. The' entnplce to Jedore ~ in­
trieate-thechannel being both winding and narrow, 
having a shoal at its mouth in eleven fathom water. 
At high tides, the mud flats being covered, it wears 
the appearance of a spacious harbour, but it can 
only be entered by strangers with safety a.t low 
water, when the channel is visible; in which there is 
a sufficient depth for vessels of any burden. About 
,two miles and a half above the beach it branches 
into two parts. At the north end of the eastern 
branch, Salmon River, which is fed by a large la.ke 
in the illterior-discharges itself into the harbour. 
Beyond this inlet are Little Harbour, Owl's Head, and 
Ship Harbour. 'rhe entrance of the latter, other­
wise called Knowles's h.arbour-is about seven miles 
west of Briar Island, and is deep and bQld, distin­
guished by a white cliff, resembling at a distance a 
ship under Sail i. but on a closer view, a topsail schoo­
ner. There. is anchorage in every pa.rt of it, with 
good bottom ; and above the n8,J.'rows a fleet of the 
largest ships may lye alongside of each other without 
the smallest motion. Charles River, at the head of 
this harbour, proceeds from a chain of lakes at a small 
distance, the largest of whicll. is lake Charlotte. 
This body of water li~s nearly north and. south, and 
extends about twelve miles in length, but is of un­
equal wiqth. The lands on both sides are clothed 
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with wo%f a superior growth-birch, beech, maple, 
spruce, hemlock, ash and pil)e. The latter frequent­
ly measures twelve feet six. inches i~ circumference, 
and the spruce and hemlock are equally large. Be­
yond this lies Tangier, ~ope's harbour, Taylor's or 
Spry harbour, Mushaboon, Sheet harbour and Be~­
ver harboor. 

PREsToN.-The township of Preston, situated on 
the eastern side of the harbour of Halifax, in the rear 
of Dartmouth and Lawrence Town, was granted in 
the year 1784, to 388 Proprietors, and was . settled· by 
loyalists, disbanded soldiers, and free negroes., The 
blacks in general were industrious and thrift~fur­
nishinga large supply of butter, eggs, poultry and ve­
getables, for the lfalifax. market, and by their perse­
vering industry,procured a comfortable maintenance. 
Some Agents of the African Company arrivin g in the 
Province at that time, induced' them to quit their 
peaceful retreats and remove to Sierra Leone, where 
most of them fell victims to the climate or savage 
negroes. The disbanded soldiers were prone to idle­
ness and intemperance, and when they had exhaust­
ed his Majesty's bounty of provisions, they sold their 
lands and quitted the settlement. 'rhe land in this 
township is stony, but its proximity to Halifax, to 
which the inhabi~ants._ can with great ease carry 
their produce and return the same day, gives it a 
value which it does not intrinsically possess.­
Throughout America, a deserted settlement recovers 
slowly ; ~nd it is only within a few years that Pres­
ton has begun to show any symptoms of permanent 
improvement. 
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SECTION II. 

~ASTERN DIVISIOK. 

The Eastern Ditrision. contaim the di8trid. of Colchulw, 
Pictou, and the Countiu of Sydney and Cumberland. 
The District of Colchester is a part of the County 

of Halifa.'t, and is bounded on the north west by 
the County of Cumberland, on the west by the Shu­
benacadie River, on the south by the District of Ha­
lifax, and on the north and east by the District of 
Pictou.- It contai~s three townships, Tl'Q,1"O; Onslow­
and Londonderry, besides the settlements ofEcono­
my, Stewiack, Tatamagouch, Salmon River, Shu­
benacadie, Brookfield, &c. The artificial boundary 
between the District of Colchester, and the Halifax 
Division just described, is placed on a line which 
nature has drawn in a distinct and remarkable man­
ner, the Country on either llIide of it, differing from 
each other, both in soil and aspect. This change 
commences at the point where the Shube~acadie 
issueR from the great Lake. All that extensive tract 
of land to the southward of this Hne, that stretches. 
towards Dartmouth, is generally rocky. and with the 
exception of a few inconsiderable spots, unfit for pro­
fitable cultivation. F.orests of hemlock, spruce and 
pine, intermingiedwith small bodies of hard wood, 
and separated by extensive barrens, coyer the shore 
of the great Lake, and the wide and broken hills, 
that rise abruptly from the east side of Lakes 
William and Thomas, while groves of the same deB­
cription, extend eastwardly from different pat:ts of 
Lake Charles. On the Western side of the latter 
body of water, and for many miles to the Northofit, 
the land is waste and desolate. But on the other 
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hand, the Country that lies between the shores' ,of 
the great Lake and Parrsborough, called the District 
ot Colchester, presents an appearance altogether 
the reverse. The ponderous masses of grqnite ot 
the Southern Division are no longer seen, the land 
is low and fertile, adapted to agricultural purposes, 
and the support of a dense population; filled with 
lime and gypsum, and affording indications of ex­
tensive beds of Coal and other minerals. This des­
cription belongs. to a tract extending many miles 
'both east and west or" the Shubenacadie, in the 
'immediate vicinity of whi~h are many well managed 
farms, skirted with alluvial deposit, or rich intervals 
that are formed 'by its waters, and extend as far as 
Fort Ellis. The black rock to which the tide reach­
es is wholly limestone, and near it Coal ha~ been dis­
covered of an excellent quality. The point where 
the river leaves the Lake, is but .21 mileR distant 
from Halifa:x; Harbour. The valley through which 
it flowesJ receives the waters of the whole C9untry, 
both east and west, for many miles. The prinCipal 
streams that fall into it in the upper part of the District, 
that we nrc now describing, are the Stewiack andGay's 
River. The former discharges itself,into the Shuben­
acadie above Fort Ellis. The tide water ascends it 
'about seven miles, beyond which its course may be 
weed nearly forty more, affording a passage for 
small boats, and for the conveyance of timber.­
.7here are few finer' agricultural tracts than those 
which compose the settlements of the Stewiack.­
The inhabitants 'are numerous and enterprising, and 
have long supplied the Halifax market with cattle 
and the productions of their farms. About 14 miles .. 
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above the tide ~d one floom the river, vein (of Coal 
rise to the surface, and free-stone, lime and roofing 
slate are found in the .same neighbourhood. Salt 
'springs also occur of a similar nature and strength 
to those on the River Philip. It is said there exist-no 
material obstacles in the river to the conveyimce of 
the mineral and fossil productions of these settle­
ments to the line of the Canal, and that its naviga­
tion may be so improved, that boats of ten tons bur­
then may ascend the whole distan~e. Below the 
black rock, Gay's River enters the Shubenacadie, af­
ter a.course of about six miles·from Lake Egmont, 
receiving in its progress, the waters of two branches. 
On its northern branches, a vein of Coal has been 
exposed to view by the action of the water, and iron 
ore, limc-stone, and slate, are also found in the same 
neighbourhood. Pine, spruce, and other valuable 
timber, abound in this quarter, and the land, though 
but partially settled, is of a superior quality. 

The township of Truro contains 50,000 acres. It 
is bounded on the north by Colchester Bay, on the 
south by the Stewiack settlements, on the' east by 

Greenfield, and on the west by the Shubenacadie 
river. The first British settlers of Truro' were Irish 
emigrants from Londonderry, or its adjoining Coun­
ties, to New Hampshire ; from whence they were 
removed to this Province by Colonel McNutt, who 
was the agent of many settlements, both in the 
United States and Nova-Scotia. In July, 1759, a 
volunteer corps was raised to serve at Fort Cumber­
land, in which were a number of Irish from New­
Hampshire~ Some of them, in consequence of the 
Proclamation of Governor Lawrence, visited Truro; 
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and in the following year, 1761, returned with seve· 
,ral families of their countrymen, and made their 
first effectual settlement. In various manuscript let­
ters of .. Colonel McNutt, both Truro and Onslow 
(though the patents were not then executed) are 
mentioned as townships so e~rly as August, 1762, 
and many of the original settlers are addressed by 
him as old friends. In the same year, and of the 
date of ])lovember, the settlers of Truro wrote to 
him to procure them a Seceder Clergyman from 
Glasgow. They appear, in common with the inhabi­
tants of the other neighbouring townships, to have 
had great difficulty in procuring their grant, iii con­
.sequence of opposition i~ HaHfa.~. This untoward 
event occasioned them. much uneasiness, and their 
discontent ml\Ilifested itself on ~everal important oc­
casions for many years afterwards. At first they 
laboured under gre.at terror of the Indians, and a 
stockaded fort was for a length of time their resort 
at night. The Truro grant is signed by his EXQel­
lency Montague Wilmot, and bears date the 81st 
October, 1765., It conveys all manner of rights, 
royalties, privileges, franchises, and appurtenances 
whatsoever, without any.exception or reservation. 
The quit-rent is one shilling for every fifty acres, 
ptlyable after th,e expiration of ten years. That this 
unconditional grant, was not, however, conftidered 
very peculiar at that time, will appear from the fol­
lowing quotation, from a part of.a very spirited let­
ter of ·Colonel McNutt's, dated London, 31st July, 
1767, and addressed to two gentlemen at Truro : 
" Onslow people may hold their land upon the same 
tenns with you. His Majesty has been pleased t~ 
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order. me all lily ~ts" according to my first agree­
ment, without Rny exception or reservation of Mines. " 
From this circumstance it has been inferred, though 
without foundation, that these reservations were 
suggested by the local Government of the Province. 
On the arrival of.the Briti'lh settlers, they found 

I 

only two French buildings (barns) remaining j to 
which circumstance the lower division of the town­

ship is indebted for being denominated Barn Village. 
Of dyked marsh there were, however, 1086 acres, 
of cultivated upland-890 acres, and of cleared in­
terval-aOO acres. Several orchards were also in ... 
full vigour, and some of them still produce fruit. 
The greater part of this land lies in the lower village, 
for in the upper, or Derry Village, the French 'had 

• made scarcely any improvement. Even the exten-
sive and fertile intervale land, upon Salmon river, 
consisting now of 800 acres, had not attracted their 
notice. This river, the only one besides1he Shu­
benacadie in the township, is no where navigable, 
but presents many fine views, especially one from 
the upper bridge, of most luxuriant beauty. 

The towh of Truro is nominally divided in~o the 
upper and lower villages, but the designation of vil­
lage belongS with more propriety to the fonner, the 
Jatter being merely a continuation uf fann houses at 
moderate diHtances, situated 011 the uplands that rise 
gently fro~ the marshes. The upper village consists 
of about 70 dwelling housea,' and these are in gene­
ral,compact enodgh to merit the appellation. Both 
are situated 011 the south side of Colchester Bay, 
near its head, with no evident seperation but a small 
creek., near which stands n Presbyterian Meeting 
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House, placed intentionally to accomodllte the inha­
bitants of both. The upper village is b~iltupon what 
may be called table land of about a quarter of a mile 

. in width and three quarters in length, and is laid out 
in two parrallelE!treets, running east and west.-. 
These streets are terminated ~n the west b~ a 
square, surrounded with houses two stories in height, 
in which are . also the Court-HouseandJail. From 
this square diverge the" Halifax, Pictou, and Lower 
village road. In pursuing the road leading to ~ictou, 
the whole front streetis traversed, and near its head 
s~ds the Episcopal Church, a very beautifully pro­
portioned building with a spire and bell .. Near.this 
place the street terminates in two roads, the Eastern 
leading directly up the Salmon River and its rich 
intervale, towards Pictou ; the Northern crossing Sal· 
mon River by a new and most ornamental bridge, 
towards Cumberland, and a division of the village, 
denominated, from its situation, the hill, which is 
exactly one mile from the Court-Honse. No doubt 
the alluvial lands, which here extend between the 
Salmon and North Rivers for nearly-two miles, first 
led to the erection of dwelling houses on this part of 
the village, the number of which is now twenty, and 
daily increasing. The situation is one of most con­
Illmmate beauty. From this hill another road, and 
the most frequented, leads to Pictou, and from it also 
the Cumberland road may be 'said to commence, 
through the township of Onslow and Londonderry. 

Whether originating in accident, taste, or cOllveni­
ance, this is the place where the public business is 
transacted, all . the Law Offices, the Custom-House, 
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1'0It-0ftiee, the Muonic-Ball, and the two prilioipal 

Inns being. situated bere. 
In tbis township ~bere are foul' Grist Mills, ODfl of 

them is in the centre of the upper village, and the 
second, wbich is not far from it, has also a Carding 
Machine and a Fulling MiJI attached to li. 

Independent of these, aU of which have ~D8 for 
dryiug onts, there are nine Saw Mills. 

The upland soil of Truro is good, and in general 
consists ofJoam and gravel intermixed. It producea 
a~undant crops, aDd is more grateful for the applica­
tion of lime than most Jands in the Province. Agri .. 
culture, both 88 to its theory and practice, bas for 
swne years made great advances, and consequently 
lae farmers are in a very thriving state. The gene-
18l markets of this place are Halifax and St. John.­
The aspect of Truro, wben viewed from the elevated 
land 08 the north east, is highly pleasiDg. The 

whole sweep of the Bason of Minas, as far' as Cape 

Blomeden, embracing a space of more than 60 miles, 
is distinctly visible, while the two villages, into 
which the township is mainly divided, with tbeir 
lev.el marshes r~lieved by finely swelling uplanu, 
and backed with wooded and undulating hUla, COIII­

pose the foreground of this beautiful landscape. The 
indenture made by the Shubenacadie, on its WesteI'D. 
boundary" is a striking feature in this scene, aDd 
wheft yiewed with a previ9us knowledge of the &in­
gular. character of the river, it invests it with a peen­
lar interest. The Shubenacadi~; at the Ferry where: 
it is a mile in width, rises fifty feet at tlood tide, and 
at the distance of twelve m~es, twenty-five or tAirtJ 
reet. At tim.,. the stream runl at the rate of ,.ven 

G 
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and eight miles an hour; but notwithstanding the ra­
pidity of the current the river is securely naviga­
ble· to the distanoe of 80 miles, by those acquainted 
with its eddies. Its banks are precipitous, but in 
general of that formation which admits of the most 
fantastical appearances, being shaped by the waters, 
and are in most places fringed and overhung by trees 
of great beauty., But these banks~ so romantic and 
inviting, to the lover of natural scenery, are also en­
riched with inexhaustible treasures of Plaister of 
Paris and Limestone, and few farms in the vicinity 
are deficient of these valuable resources. Quarries 
of exce]]ent Free-stone are equally accessible. The 
line of the Bay being almost everywhere level, pre­
sents, with the exception of Savage's Island and the 
Bite of the Presbyterian Meeting House, only those 
views which the industry of man has created. The 
former, though possessing a most appropriate name, 
derived its appellation from an early English proprie­
tor.". It rises rather abruptly from the Bason, and 
contai~s about ten acreb. It was the burial place of 
the Fre~ch, and having been consecrated by 'the Ca­
tholics,is still used for the same purpose by the Indi­
ans. This spot, so lonely and neglected, upon which 
nature ,herself is making war, though marked with 
few memorials of its inmates, possesses a peculiar 
attraction for those who are fond of cherishing the 
,emin.iscences of the early periods of our history.­
The eite of the Presbyterian Meeting House, inde­
pendent .of thc beauty of its situation, is, for similar 
reasons; nn object of veneration to the present race of 
inhabitants. It was th~ spot selected by their fa­
ihm only eight days after their landing iii their new 
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and adopted Country, for the stated worship. of God, 
and eX9ites a melancholy interest from; the. fact that 
all those who were first assembled there, repose in 
peaee beneath its surface. 

The township of Onslow is bounded on the north 
by the settlements of Earl Town and New-Annan, on 
the south by Colchester Bay and Truro, on the east 
by Kempt town, and on the west by the mouth of 
the Chigenois river and the township of Londonder­
ry. The first British settlers came from the Province 
of Massachusetts, and were of various origin. They 
landed in Onslow, in the summer of 1761, tothenum­
ber of 80 families, and brought with them twenty 
head of homed cattle, eight horses and seventy 
sheep, but their stock of provisions was altogether 
inadequate to their wants, and was consumed in six 
months. From this circumstance they were com­
pelled to undergo the most severe privations, and to 
resort for subsistance to the most unpalatable and 
nauseous articles of food. During the second year 
GovernmeDt supplied them with Indian Corn, and 
shortly afterwards they resorted to fishing and hunt­
ing. On their arrival they found the Country laid 
waste to prevent the return of the Acadians, but 570 
acres of Marsh land were still under dyke, and about. 
40 aCl'es of upland round the ruins of the houses, 
were cleared, though partially overgrown by young 
shrubs. Remains of the French roads. which wert 
chiefly confined to the marshes, are still visible, as 
also parts of their bridges. Near the sites of their 
buildings have also been found,at various times, farm­
ing implements and kitchen utensils, which. they 
had burie~ in the eanh \1Ildel; the hope of be~ng pe~ 
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mitted, 6.t some future period, to return to their pOI­
leSsions. It appears, from manuscript letters of the 
late Colonel McNutt, which are still extant, that the 
settlers encountered great difficulty in procuring their 
grant, and that it was not only different from what 
they had been led to expect, but also, much more 
restrictive in its terms than that of the township of 
Truro. The Onslow patent reserves to the 'Crown 
" all mines of gold, silver, lead, copper and coals," 
and also" one thousand acres for the use of a 'Church, 
a School and Glebe." It also differed from the Truro 
grant, in the manner in which the quit rent was re­
served " being one farthing per acre,payable in three 
years," and in default of payment, the grant was de­
elared to be null and void. It was also subject to 
forfeiture, if not registered and docketted at the 
Auditor's office, within six months. It was signed 
by Lord WiUiam Campbell, on the !tst, audited on 
the!2d, and registered the!8d of February, 1719. It 
would be interesting to ascertain the causes which 
oooasioned this marked difference in the two grants, 
though perhaps it is now impossible. Chigenois river, 
the western boundary of the township, takes its, 'rise 
in a lake near the summit of the high lands which 
seperate the Gulf of St. Lawrence from Colchester 
Bay. 'rhe situation of this lake which is only about four 
miles in circumference, is strikingly romantic. Em­
'bosomed in woods, and environed with wild and. pre­
cipitous heights, its pellucid waters, completely shel­
'tered from every wind, float in stillness rOlind a Jarge 
rock which rises boldly in the centre. About a mile 

"below the lake, the river, which is there abouttmny 
feet wide,rushes over a ledge of rocks fuJJy forty feet 
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in perpewlicular height, and flow. along, now with 

high and rugged banks, now through fine and shel­
tered, though .mall intervalea, to where it meets the 
tide, about fOUT miles from its mouth. Seams of 
coal have been found on its banks, but have hitherto 

been worked to little or DO advantage, although the 

appearances are promising. North River runs in the 
same high lands as tho Chigenois ; on one of its 
branches a valuable salt spring has been discovered, 

and seams of coal have alllO been found, one of which 
has been worked for about four years, with consider­
able success. Roots, plants and trees, have been 
discovered in the strata, which have retained, on 
their tranamutation, a singular resemblance to their 
original form. The intervale land on this river COIl­

tains nine hundred acres, of the first quality; some 
of it having produced 14 wheat crops in succession, 
without the assistance of manure. luere are in this 
township ODe 'Grist Mill, with a KUn for dryinlr'Oatil, 

and eight Saw Mills, one of which includes a Carding 
,machine. The character of the upland soil upon the 

Bay is various, and depends much on its situation, 
with respect to the rise and fall of the surface.­
When partaking of the former it is good, when of the 
latter often the reverse. In general it is an intermix­
'ture of clay and sand. The whole front of the township 
'is cleared upland, and is nominally divided into three 

villages, though there is no where to be found such 0 

number of houses so closely situated 8S to merit the 
distinction. Halifax is the staple market for this place, 
as well as Truro, though in theautumn, a few small 
vessels 8l'8 loaded with potatoes),turmps, &.c. :for St. 

-John, 'New-Brunswick, but this trade is declining. 
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LONDONDERRY.-This township lies between Ons­
low and Parrsbol'Ough. It extends 20 miles in length 
and six in breadth, and is bounded in front by the 
Bason of Minas, and in the rear by the County ot 
Cumberland. This part of the Province was origi­
nally settled by the French, who were attracted by 
its extensive marshes, its facility of communication 
by water, with the other settlements, and the supe­
rior quality of its upland. Some idea may be formed 
of the extent of their population by the size of the 
Cha{l8l, which was 100 feet long, and 40 feet wide. , 
-This spacious building, together with their dwell­
ing houses, was destroyed by the Provincial troops, 
on the dispersion of the Acadians in 1755. It was 
subsequently settled by the exertions of Alexander 
McNutt, Esq. an enthusiastic adventurer from the 
north of Ireland, to whom, and his associates, there 
were granted in different parts of Nova Scotia, up­
wards of a million of acres. The first attempt at 
settlement was made in 1761, by twenty families, 
who gave it the name of the place of their nativity. 
Exclusive of the Chigenois, which forms the bOUD­
dary between this township and Onslow, there are 
five rivers of small size, that intersect Londonderry, 
and fall into the Basin of Minas-the Folly, Deburt, 
Great Village, Pont aux pique, and Bass river ; all 
of which, with the exception of Folly, are fed by 
springs and small rivulets. The Folly takes its rise 
twelve miles distant, in a small lake about three 
miles in circumference, and abounds in trout of ex­
ce~lent quality. AU these rivers, at a distance of six 
miles from their mouth, are intersected by veins of 
coal, which are so conveniently situated for the ope-
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rations of"mining, and for transportation by water, 
that if the Shubenaccadie Canal should be succeaa­
fully completed, it is probable the Halifax market 
will derive the greatest part ofits supplyoffuel from 
this township~ 

Londonderry contains two thousand acres of dyked 
land, and one thousand acres of salt marsh. . 'fhe 
upland consists of two varieties of soil, which bear 
an equal proportion to each other; one half being 
a heavy clay, and the other light and dry loam, and 
both generally free from stone. The woodland pro­

. duces birch, beech, maple, ash, and elm, and a 
small quantity of pines. The exports consist of 
boards, planks, and a few articles of agricultural 
produce, for the market of St. John, N. B.; and 
beef, butter and pork, which are transmitted to Ha­
lifax. Cargoes are occasionally assorted for the 
West Indies, and about twenty vessels have loaded 
with timber for Europe. 'fhere are seven small vil­
lages in Londonderry. Chigenois, Mass village, 
Deburt, Little Dyke, Folly, Great village, and Pont 
aux pique, which are almost exclusively settled by 
native Nova-Scotians. In these villages, there are 
collectively six grist mills, five saw mills, two card­
ing mills, and two oat mills. 

The townships of Truro, Onslow and Londonderry, 
and their dependant settlement of <Economy, com­
prise a tract of land which, for richness of soil, local 
convenience, and beauty of scenery, is not surpass­
ed by any in the Province. The bay which 'Washes 
its shores for an extent of about sixty miles, is easily 
navigated. The shifting of its sands is by no means 
sudden j and the draft of water is at all times sufli-
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cient to direct the mariner in his course. It is navi­
gable on the shores of Onslow and Londonderry fot 
sbips of any magnitude, and for ve~sels of one hun­
dred and fifty tons, to within a mile of the Court­
house in Truro. This beautiful bay abounds with a 
great variety of fish, and presents many favorable 
situatiou for curing them, beiog accommodated with 
numer.oua harbors and inlets throughout its whol~ 
extent. 
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Onslow 1239 5729 3035 13631 5-1935 2832 245 1768 1263 1314 
Londonderry 1398 4924 -1195 12114 55000 3jtll 249 2045 2·t31 1330 

Settlements of <Economy 527 1937 1375 3074\ 22140 1209 112 
646
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593 
Stewincke 1223 6170 3463 126'15 410 18 3806 331 2H2 2841 1280 
Tatnmngouche nnd Earl Town 1104 2607 I B20 3978 37780 860 86 818 1113 788 
Salmon River 102 409 144 1850\ 3125 111 10 
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Shubennccndie and Halifax Road 334 1694 910 2482 11465 1016 62 466 655 276 
Brookfield, &c. 809 989 847 2166 11667 673 58 428 731 355 

DiatrJllt of Colchester \ 7616\ 29010\ 18676\ 68993\29U675\ 167421 1433110142112675\ 6876 
Cnstlereagh 87 125 68 25 1660 14 7 35 38 36 

TOTAL. 7703 291351s644 64018292286 16756l44o 10177 ]2718 6912 

Cna11erelgh lies North orthe Folly Mountain, between tbe District of Colo hester and the County ofCumborland. 

than on.l N. n. Tho yonr 1827 wag vory unfuorable to the growth of whellt, and this return may be considered not aoro 
third of an average ~rop. 
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THE DISTRICT OF PICTOU. 

Which is the third and last District ofthe County 
of Halifax, is bounded on the west by the ])istrict 
of Colchester, on the south by the District of 
'Halifax, on the east by the County of Sydney, 
and on the north by the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
-It contains three townships, Pictou, Egerton, 
and Maxwelton. The general appearance of this 
District resembles that of most parts of the ProvinCe, 
its surface being every where diversified by hill and 
dale, seldom approaching to the altitude of mountains, 
and no where presenting any very extended plains. 
In consequence of this inequality in its formation, it 
is well irrigated by streams and brooks, which, by 
their union, form several rivers. Of these the East 
and French rivers fall into Merrigomish, the East, 
Middle, and West rivers flow into the harbour of 
Pictou, and Big and Little rivers, discharge them. 
selves into Carriboo, between which, and the boun­
dary of the District of Colchester, are the rivers 
Toney and John. The soil is in general of a superior 
quality, and susceptible of a high state of cultivatjon. 
As an agricultural District, it is inferior to none in the 
Province, and although its settlement is compara­
tinly of recent date, the census of 1827, shews that 
.. greater quantity of wheat was raised within it 
than in any of the other Counties or Districts. The 
French had made a few inconsiderable settlements 
here, previous to the P·eace of 1768, but upon the re­
duction of Canada they deserted them, and in a few 
years they were again covered with wood. In the 
rear 1 '765, the celebrated Doctor Weatherspoon and 
&there, who had formed themselves into an associa-

f 
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tion, called the Philadelphia Company, having ob­
tained an extensive grant of land within this Dis­
trict, despatched a few families from Maryland, to 
settle upon it ; each of whom received as a bounty 
for emigration, a farm-lot 'and a Buppiy of provisions. 
Eight years afterwards, the Company transported in 
the ship Hector, thirty families more from the North 
Highlands of Scotland, but having neglected to fU1'­
Dish them with provisions, the emigrants were in 
danger of perishing from hunger. They arrived too 
late in the season to raise either grain or vegetable. 
for the ensuing winter, and their predecessors were 
wholly unable to supply them' with food, for any 
length of time. There were at that period no other 
settlements on the shore for a great distance, and 
there wasno road to Colchester. Wholly UIlRCCU8-

tomed to travel through the woods, they were com­
pelled to undertake this long and formidablejourney., 
ROme with and some without their families, and after 
incredible labour and fatigue, they reached the Bason 
of Minas. Some of them remained there for sevenU 
years, until they had acquired by their industry suf­
icient means to commence a settlement, and others, 
receiving their wages in provision, carried it on their 
backs to Pictou, for the sll:pport of their families, and 
returned to labour for more. These people were 
hardly seated on their Jands, before they were joined 
by several other families, who had emigrated from 
the County of Dumfdes, in Scotland, to the Island of 
St. John, from 'Whence they made their escape to 
.Pictou, in the greatest poverty and distress, and 
must inevitably have perished, had it not been for 
the kindneea of the Highlanders, who Buppo~ted them 
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until they could provide for themselves. In the 
Springof1784, they received a great addition to their 
number, by an influx of disbanded soldiers, who had 
served in the American War; but many of these peo­
ple were idle and profligate, and soon removed to 
other places, and only fifty families became perma­
nent settlel'El. The same year that the military ar­
rived, the former inhabitants heJd a public meeting 
for the purpose of raising the necessaryfunds, for the 
support of a Minister. They voted the sum of £80 
currency, as a salary for the first two years, .£90 for 
the two succeeding years, and then .£100 per an­
num, which they resol ved to augment in future, in 
proportion to their means. They solicited one of 
the synods of the Secession Church of Scotland, to 
!!!end them a person properly qualified to perform the 
arduous duties of this remote and scattered Parish, 
under the impression that a Clergyman from that 
body would not only be more sound in doctrine, but 
more dilligent and laborious. Up~n this application 
the Rev. Doctor M'Gregor arrived in Pictou, in the 
year 1786, where he still continues at an advanced 
period of Hfe, to minister to the spiritual wants of the 

. people. As soon as it was known in Scotland, that 
the Gospel was preached at Pictou, in Gaelic, the 
stream of emigration was directed thither, and in a 
few years they required an increase of Clergymen. 
In the year 1795, the Rev. Duncan Ross arrived, 
and eight years afterwards theARev. Dr. M'CuJIoch. 
The high standing which the latter gentleman soon 
acquired in the Province, from his literary attain­
ments was sueh, that, on the establishment of the 
Academy at Pictou, the Trustees solicited hi~ to be-
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come its President, and it is now, after struggling (or 
years with the most illiberal opposition, alone BUp­

ported by his reputation and zeal. From the arrival 
of these gentlemen, until within a few years past, 
the population of the District has been increased by 
a succession of emigrants from different parts of 
Scotland. The principal port in this District is Pic­
tou harbour. It has a bar across its mouth, rising 
to within twenty-two feet of the surface at low water, 
(outside of which isa shoal, called the middle ground, 
only seven feet under water,) inside of the bar it 
forms a beautiful and capacious Bason, in whi~h there 
are soundings in five, six, and nine fathoms, with 
muddy bottom. About three miles from the mouth, 
and on the north side of the harbour) is situated the 
town of Pictou; the first house in which was built 
in the year 1790. Several years afterwards another 
was added, and in process of time it assumed the 
form of a village, when its growth became rapid. In 
1827, it contained a population of 1439 souls. Al­
though the town is not 80 well laid out as many 
others in Nova-Scotia, the dwelling houses are ~ 
general much better, many of them being built of 

Btone. It is the resort of coasters from all parts of 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the eastern shores of Prince 
Ed\yard's Island, and the north coast of Cape Breton. 
The quantity of oil and fish brought thither annu­
ally is very 'P'eat, and the exports to the West In­
dies, have increased in proportion to the extent ofits 
coBsting trade. From the year 1805 to 1819} up­

wards of 100 sail of vessels were annually loaded 
with timber Corthe British market, and although the 
alteration made by parliamentatthe latter period, ill 
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the duties on Foreign timber, caUl~ed a depression in 
this branch of trade, there is still a great quantity of 
Birch, (which is said to be the best in British Ame­
rica) exported from the harbour, of Pictou, in the 

'vicinity of which it is found in great abundance.­
During all the period just mentioned, its exports 
amounted to nearly £100,000 per annum. It, has 
lately been erected a free port to facilitate its export 
of coal. It contains four places of worship, an Epis­
copal Church, a Roman Catholic Chapel, and two 
Presbyterian Meeting Houses, also an Academy, a 
Grammar School, a Court-House, and public Library. 
The Academy was projected as early as the year 
1804, for the purpose of affording to the children of 
Dissenters, who were excluded from the honours of 
King's College, those literary and scientific acquire­
ments which might qualify them for the learned pro­
fessions. Difficulties, which were then unforseen, 
prevented the execution of the plan ai that time, and 
it was not resumed until the establishment of Gram­
mar Schools throughout the Province, rendered it 
necessary to provide means of instruction in the 
higher branches, which were taught only in tho 
ColJege at Windsor. On this condition subscription. 
were raised, and a petition presented to the Legisla­
ture, for a charter, which was obtained in the year 
1816, together with a grant of £400, which sum has 
been annually voted for its support until this year.­
The Oorporation consists of twelve Trustees, who 
fiJI up vacancies in their number, subject to the Veto 
of the Governor, and who, contrary to the wish of 

the founders of the institution, are required to be 
freabyterians or members of the established Church. 
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No religious tests however are required of the Stu­
dents, and it is accordingly attended by young men 
of the several denominations in the Province. The 
COU1'8e of education at present adopted ~n the Acade­
my, is completed in four years, during which the 
following branches are taught in the subjoined order : 

Firat year. Latin and Greek. 
2d. Logic, the principles of composi­

tion, and other collatarel branches-
Sd. Moral Philosophy, Mathematics 

and Algebra, Latin and Greek 
continued. 

4th. Natural Philosophy, Mathematice ' 
and Algebra, Latin and Greek 
continued. 

Each year contains two terms of equal length, 
with a Summer and Winter vacation; at present 
tbere are two Teaches, and the Trustees have it in 
contemplation to add a third. It is rapidly spreading 
around it a spirit of education. Its pupils are now 
filling many respectable offices with credit to them­
selves, and what this Province wants exceedingly, it 
is fumishing, a race of qualified schoolmasters. It has 
hitherto been noticed for the moral deportment and 
good conduct of its students. On Sunday tbe Scrip­
tures are read and explained in the Seminary, at 
which exercise the Students are required to attend, 
unless their parents or guardians express a wish to 
the contrary. It contains a library, not very exten­
sive but valuable, and also a museum of the Natural 
History of Nova-Scotia. It is the most extensive 
collection of the Zoology of the Country, which has 
yet been made. The birds in particular are finely 
preserved and make a beautiful appearance. This 
branch is nearly completed, and exhibits in one group 
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almost every variety in the Province. As a dissenting 
Academy, it has encountered much opposition, and 
although it has always received the support of a very 
large and respectable Majority of the House of AS­
sembly, the Council rejected last year not only the 
Eill for its permanent endowment, but also the annu­
al allowance of £400, and even a vote to discharge a 
part of the debt which the Trustees had incurred 
in its progress. Itis now left to struggle with these 
difficulties, and the Salaries of its officers are raised 
by the voluntary contributions of its friends. It is 
foreign from the design of this work to enter into 
focal politics; we shall therefore not detail the 
particulars of the controversy, nor the reasonings of 
the contending parties, but it may be permitted to 
us to expre8S a regret, that the opposition of a few 
individuals should have succeeded in withholding the 
funds from an institution that is both useful and res­
pectable, and one that has always enjoyed the decid­
ed approbation of the representatives of the people. 

Pictou is the usual place of meeting for the Synod 
olthe Presbyterian Church of Nova-Scotia.* 

Just above the town, the river divides into three 
branches, the east, west, and middle rivers. Upon 
the eastern branch the channel, though ,winding is 
navigable about four miles, for vessels drawing fif­
teen feet, where it is intersected by a bar. Above 
this obstruction the water is deep as far as New­
Town Glasgow. At this place there is a small vil­
lage, which was commenced in the expectation of its 
lage, which was commenced in the expectation of 

• For an account of this body aee the third Chapter of this 
work, in which a view ill taken of the general atate of religion, and 
ortho cli8'erent sect. in Nova-Scotia. 
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its beOomlng a depot for the ~l1ile and populoue 
Country in its neighbourhoodz but the formation of 
extensive worke, a mile 8nd a half further up the ri­
ver, at the Albion Coal Mines, by Messrs. Runden, 
Bridges and Co. of London, will naturally attract 
thither both the populatiou and trade of the neigh-

• bourhood. The extraordinary resources, and the 
natural conveniencies of this District, induce(1 those 

gentlemen to select this spot as the site of their ope­
rations. The vein of Coal which they have opened 
is upwards of fifty feet in thickness, and iron ore is 
both contiguous and abundant. Hitherto their ope­
rations have been conducted upon scientific prinei­
pleg, an.d although they must inevitably experience 
many difficulties in their progress, whic~ are insepa­
rable from the introduction of Manufactures into a 
new Country; there is no reason to doubt that they 
wilt not only succeed, but be amply repaid for their 

expenditure. For a particular description of the 
Coal; the reader is referred to the last Chapter of 
this work, where it is described in connection with 
the Geology an~ Mineralogy of the Province. :Be~. 

sides coal, iron ore and copper, this District contains, 
in abundance, free-stone and lime-stone. In a stra­
tum of the· latter at M'Lellan's brook-on the east 
river, is a singular fissure known generally as Peter 
Fraser's cave. The owner has placed a door at its 
mouth, and covered the bottom, which is a few feet 
lower than its entrance, with a wooden fioor. He 
has also formed two horizontal holes to the brow of 
the hill in which it is situated, to admit light, and 
two perpendicular ones for the passage of smoke.­
The roof is· formed by two limestone rocks leaning 
againste~ch other, resembling in ~orm the interior 
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of the ft)af of a house, but beautifully illuminated by 
numerous stalactites that are suspended from it. 
The cave is about one hundred feet long, but ofirre-

, gular width, -and forms in the centre a small chan­
nel, through which percolates n rill of pure water. 
The coolness of its atmosphere in summer, and the 
correspondipg temperature of the water, render it 
so peculiarly fitted for a dairy, that the proprietor 
makes it his occasional residence in summer. On 
each of these three branches there are flourishing 
and increasing' settlements ; the extent of which 
will be leen by the subjoined statistical table. On 
tbe West River o,ccur salt springs, similar to those of 
the river Philip ; but no rock salt has hitherto been 
found connected with their sources; whether it exists. 
beneath the sandstone formation is not ,known" as no 
attempt to penetrate it has ever been made. In de~ 
c~ibing this section, the same detail which has beeR 
observed in the top<traphical account of other 

, ,Counties, where cultivation and population have 
made a slower progress, would fail to convey a just 
picture of this district. In the first settlement of the 
country, the lands in the vi?inity of harbors and 
rivers were first· occupied. Thus the Pictou and 
Merrigomish harbors, and the streams connected 
with them,were the scenes of the ·labours of the early 
emigrants. As the popUlation increased, the fertili­
ty of the land invited an extension of cultivation ; 
and in progress of time they lost their distinctive 
character of settlements, which were with more 
propriety applied to the subsequent incipient clear· 
ings in the wilderness-such as Mount Tom, Ro­
ger's Hill, Scotch Hill: McLeiman's Motmt, and a· 
great' variety of others. To enumerate all these 

Digitized by Google 



59 

places, and describe their respective localities, would 
exceed the limits of this work; and perhaps convey 
but an indistinct and confused idea of the country. 
A few general observations; Jormed upon a view of 
its situation, soil, and resources, will be better 
adapted to the subject. The north coast, though. 
last settled, is. evidently the most important part of 

. Nova-Scotia. The fertility of the land, its proximity 
to the Fisheries, its coal and other mineral produc­
tions, naturally lead to the conclu-sion'that it will, 
at no distant period, be the seat of enterprise and 
wealth. The harbour of Pictou is admirably situ­
ated, for becoming the emporium of the trade of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and is already the centre of 
enterprise in that part of the Province. Between the 
Bay of Vede and the Gut of Canso it occupies a 

, central position;, and from the latter place to Quebec, 
although there are several harbours, both sheltered 
and commodious, it is not surpasliled by any. either in 
facility of entrance, good anchol'age,or general safety. ' 

The great coal fieldS contained in the district, and 
accessible only by the waters which flow into its har­
bour, mark it as the first part where the forest is likely 
to disappear; and also as the site of extensive manu­
facturing establishments. When considered in refer­
ence to the coast, to Halifax, Quebec, Cape-Breton" 
and Prince Edward Island, it is also equally evident, 
that this abundance offuel will ren~er it the centre of 
steam navigation. There is but one point in which it is 
inferior to Halifax, the harbour is much oftener frozen 
over in winter, but even in despite of this serious in­
convenience, it is more likely to pecome the rival of 
the capital, than ~ny other sea port in the Province. 
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POPULATION. 

NAME OF THE SETTLEMENT. 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 

This County is bounded on the north-we.et oJ 
Chiegnecto channel, the Missiguash river, and part 

of New-Brunswick ; on the eost by the Straits of 
Northumberland; on the south-cast by the District of 
Colcl1ester; and on the south by the township of 
Parrsborough and part of the Bay of Fundy. Previous 
to the year 1784 (when New-Brunswick wai created 
a separate Government,) the township of SackviUe 
was contained within the limits of this County) but it i$ 
now a part of the -adjoining Province, and is Called 
Westmoreland. The border line is yet an ideaJone-, 
not having been established by actual admeasure­
ment, but its course is so far ascertained, by its praC­
tical effects, as to be found productive of the most 
serious inconveniebces. By dividing the fanns and 
allotments of lands, the inhabitants become proprie.­
tors in both Provinces, are rendered liahle to two 
jurisdictions, and required to perform duties, and- to 

pay taxes in either Government. Cumberland 
County contains two townships, Amherst, and Wal­
lace, and a number ofsettJements not comprised with­
in either, viz. Fort Lawrence, Maccan, Nappan, 
Minudie, West Chester, Pugwash, Fox Harbour, 
River Philip, Goose River, &c. Adjoiningthe boun­
dary line, is Fort Lawrence SettlemBflt, lying be.. 
tween the Missiguash, and the La Planch. On the 
former I:iver, which is navigable about two miles, 
there are two thousand acres of dyke land, one half 
of which is in New-Brunswick; and on the latter ri­
ver four thousand, one moiety being in this settle­
ment and the other in Amherst. . It is unquestionably 
the most produ~tive pnrt of Nova· Scotia, and not 
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inferior to any portion of America ufthe same ex­
tent. Here stood the two rival Forts of Beau Sejour 
Bnd Lawrence, separated from each other by the 
little stream of Missiguash. The entrenchments 
erected by the English during the seige of the for­
mer place, are still visible; and many traditional 
anecdotes of the campaign have been handed down 
to the present generation by the first settlel"8. Among 

, others it is said that while preparations were mak­
ing for attacking the Fort; parties, of French and 
English frequently met at the river, and amused 
themselves by boasting of the probable success of the . 
conflict, of which both seemed to be equally confi­
dent; and by making exchanges of bullets, and exact­
ingapromiee that they should be returned in the ,en-. 
gagement from the mouths of their muskets. This 
state of hostility has been happily long since ex­
changed, for one which precludes the possibility of 
ita revival. The descendants of either are now na­
tives of the Country then in dispute, each claiming 
the protection of the same Government, and both 
enrolled under one banner. After Beau SejoU!" was 
eapturf'd, its name was altered to that of Cumber­
land; and though rebuilt at a subsequent period, 
it is still designated in the same manner. From the 
bastion of the Fort, there is a splendid view, em­
bracing the great Tanteimarr and Missig1l8Sh mea­
'dows, Baronsfield, . Westmoreland, and the COUIitry 
at the foot of the Shepody mountains; vast stacks 
of hay cover these alluvial lands, as far as the eye 
can reach, and ·the substantial farm houses, and 
numerous herds, bespeak the wealth and indepen'" 
dence of the Yeomanry. The inQabitants of this 

Digitized by Google 



68 

place, as wen all the adjoin~g townehip of Ambent, 
are composed of people, who removed from New 
England before the revolution, of natives of York- • 
shire, and of a few families from the North of Ire­
land, and their descendants. 

The totmship of .!1m1terBt originally consisted of fifty­
three shares, or rights of five hundred acres each, 
and contained twenty-six thousand, seven hundred 
and fifty acres, with allowances for Glebe, School" 
Minister, and roads. The village of Amherstia in 
a flourishing condition, and like most other places of 
the same description in No~a-Scotia, has ,much in­
creased within the last twenty years. Situated near 
the isthmus, which separates the waters of the 
Straits of Northumberland, from those of the Bay of 
Fundy; it is in some measure connected with the 
navigation of both, and can, with very.,.nearly the 
same facility, avail itselfof the markets ofMiramichi 
and of St. John. Its exports consist chieBy of the 
products of its extensive and valtlable meadows.­
The upland in this township is generally poor, and 
requires to be well manured, but the marshes are 
of an excellent quality. On the south side ot theLe 
rlanch river, which is the boundary between Am­
herst and the District of Fort Lawrence, there are 
besides a great quantity of undrained land, two thou­
sand acres' of dyked-marsh, and on the Maccan, Na­
pan, and Tidnish rivers, two thousand more, making 
the whole quantity in Amherst, four thousand acres. 

The township of Amherst is but little elevated. 
above the level of the sea, and from its, bleak and, 
north-west aspect, is much exposed to the cold in 
winter. The inhabitants appear to give a decided 
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preference to grazing, in the.ir system of agrlcultUl'e, 
and keep laJ'ge herda Qf cattle. The marshes,altbough 
lubatantially dyked, and in some places well drain$l, 
preaent vaat traots of uncultivated. land; whioh, 
though susceptible of the higbest improvement, are 
never disturbed by the plough. These extensive 
~w. are devoted to English hay, and the de­
paeturage of cattle. 

Beaides these rivers just mentioned, there are S&­

Teral othe1'8 emptying into the Bay of Chiegneoto, 
upoD which there are extensive traots of alluvial 
land, and flourishing settlements. On the Maccan, 
alld Nappan rivers, are to be found many substan­
tial farmers, composed of Yorkshire men and their 
descendants, who emigrated to Nova-Scotia, in 
eonsequence of encouragement given to them by the 
late Lieutenant-Governor Francklin. Between the 
mtter and Minudie, is situated the river Hibert, up . 
which the tide flows thirteen miles, enriching it with 
1800 aores of exeellent marsh land. Minudie is set­
tled by Acadians, the greater part of whom are the 
descendants of those who escaped the gelleral trans­
portation at Windsor, and who were induced to 
moTe thither by Mr. Francklin, and cultivate the 
ground 88 tenants. Here they found the wives and 
children of many oftlieir countrymen, who had been 
tom from their families, and w~re thus left destitute 
offoed and cloatliing, and deprived of their natural 

_ proteotors. Only four or five of these people. ever 
rejoined thei~ relations in Cumberland, and of these 
there are now ilone surviving. There are about 
fifty families here, all of whom are tenants. They 
are a temperate, industrious, and pious people, form-
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ing a litt1~ distinct community, and preserving with 
remarkable attachment, their language, custOIllB, 
and religion. The Dyke land, around which they 
are settled, is fifteen miles in circumference, and 
about three miles wide, and contains three thousand 
acree. The upland consists of a strong rich loam.. 
Great quantities of ,shad are taken at Minudie, ia. 
wears erected upon th~ flats, which are' exposed at 
low water. This delicious fish not only supplies the 
wants of the inhabitants, but forms a valuable arti­
cle of export. At a place caned the South Joggin ia. 
this neighbourhood, are situated extensive and valu­
able quarries of Griildstonee, from which there is an­
nually exported stone to the value of £7,000. 

The grindstones, 011 account of the expenee of 
removing the superincumbent earth, are dug as nearly 
as possible to low water mark, where the tides have 
left them exposed to view. But as tlle combined 
action ofthe sea and frost, naturally affect the quality , 
of the upper strata, the best kind are those-which 
lie a few feet from the surface. In cutting the stonell 
the workmen frequently meet with hard rounded 
nodules,which~hey call "Bull'seyesj" a defect which 
renders them unfit for use. These vary in size from 
one to ten inches in diameter, and 8l"e distinguished. 

by their compact texture. 
Two miles beyond this is, a vein of coal, which, 

under proper management, might supply the de-
I 

mand of St. John, and the villages in the west-
ern part of Nova-Scotia. Between Minudie and the 
bourldary line of Parrsborough, which includes the 
remaining part of the county that borders on the 
Bay of Fundy, are several inconsiderable coves and 
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rivers, affording shelter for vessels, and severally 
skirted with meadows. From thence across the 
country to the bay of Tatmaguish, there is a very 
extensive tract of woodland, a great part of which 
is of excellent quality, and still vested in the crown.' 
Intermediately, between these points is the settle­
ment of West Chester; which was planted by a num-, 
ber of Loyalists, from a place of that name in the 
Province of New-York. It is said they were attract­
ed by tbe similarity of the country, to that from 
which they had migrated; and that the Surveyor, 
who was ,appointed to parcel out these lands, endea­
voured to confirm their prepossession.' This selec­
tion, however, was injudicious ; and notwithstand­
ing their u~remitting toil, has proved unfortunate. 
Situated on the. summit of the Cobequid mountains, 

,- they are enveloped with snow in winter, and doomed 
in summer to suffer the inconvenience of a similar 
quantity of rain. Although the soil is naturally good, 
these difficulties, incidental to the altitude of the 
hills, more than counterbalance this advantage; and 
the settlement is on the decline. The post road 
from Halifax to Canada, passes over these mountains; 
but by a late survey, the practicability of obtaining a 
level route is fully ascertaIned. Both the bay and 
the river of Tatmaguish are well settled; and the 
lands on either arable and fertil e. About eight miles 
further on the Gulf shore is Wallace Bay. This 
beautiful Bay is navigable for large ships, six miles, 
and those of a smaller class, twelve. The Remsheg ri­
ver discharges itself into it about five miles and a half 
from its mouth'. It takes its rise in a large body of 

fresh water, ~alled Folley lake, and, after travers-
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ing about twenty-four miles, unites itself with this 
harbour. It is well stocked with salmon and trout, 
and forms on its branches large bodies of intenal 
land •. From Malagnsh point to the head of the Bay, 
and from thence to the source of the river, the 
Country is well settled. The town plot of Wallace 
is situated at the mouth of the Bay, where the har­
bour is about a mile and a half wide. It was settled 
by loyalists from the old Colony of New-York, who 
sought an asylum at this place, after the revolution.: 
As the Country was well stocked with timber, they 
entered largely into the lumber trade, which, as in 
every other part of Nova-Scotia where it has formed 
the chief occupation of the inhabitants, has retarded 
the cultivation of the land, and impoverished. the 
people. Fortunately for them, they are not without 
an alternative, for the upland is excellent, and at the 
head of the Bay, there are four hundred acres of 
marsh. It is to be hoped that the experience of the 
delusive nature of this .trade, will ultimately induce 
them to abandon it, and to direct their efforts to the 
improvement of their farms. On the banks of the 
river there is a large quarry of good freestone. On 
the opposite side of the Bay, is situated Fox harbour, 
which is one mile wide. This place was settled about 
seventeen years ago, by a body of Highlanders, who, 
though they arrived in indigent circumstances, have 
by persevering industry, and by abstaining from par­
ticipating in the lumber trade, render.ed themselves 
comfortable, and comparatively afBuent. Twelve 
miles from this is Pug-wash, which is the best har­
bour in the County. It is situated about two miles 
from the mouth of the Bay of that name, and though 
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!lOt mOre than eighty rods wide, is 10 bold, that a 
veasel of 500 tons may lay with safety at all times of 

" 
the tide, within twenty yards of the shore. Just 
above the harbour, a sudden turn of the channel 
displays a beautiful Bason, two miles in length, and 
one in breadth, at the head of which is the Pugwasq 
river, fed by lakes about seven miles distant. The 
population of this place is not extensive. The 
river Philip, is closely connected with the river Pug­
wash, both discharging their waters into one chan­
nel. A?out eighteen miles from its confiueace with 
the latter, it is divided into two branches, one of 
which rises in West Chester mountain, and the other 
from the vicinity of the Macan. About a mile and a 
half above the head of the tide, it receives the wa­
ters of Black river, which is~eighteen miles in length. 
The river Philip, though not navigable for any ex­
tent, is extremely beautiful, and remarkable for its 
exCellent salmon fishery, and the abundance and 
eize of its trout. The latter are taken both in sum­
mer and winter, and frequently.meastire twenty-two 
inches in length, and weigh from two to three pounds. 
Gaspereaux and shad are also abundant, but very 
inferior to those of the Bay of }'ondy. With the 
exception of the intervale, of which there is a great 
deal, the land adjacent to this river~ is by no meane 
equal to that in the neighbourhood of t~e Pugwash. 
- Th~re are several s"lt springs in this part of the 
,Country, but the most remarkable is one on the 
mack river, two gallons of which in the common 
mode of evaporation by boiling, will yield five gills of 
I81t. rEhe brine is highly medicinal. No chemical 
aaalylis of it has been made, but persons labouring 
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under scorbutic afi'ections, have been cured by the 
use of it ; and it has had a beneficial operatioa OIl 

dispeptic invalids. This spring may possibly be.­
come at some future day a fashionable resort for 
valetudinarians, and obtain, like many others, a 
name, which will work more cures on the credulous 
than its waters. T he settlement of'the river Philip, 
lik.e that of Wallace, has suffered much by the lumber 
trade. It was planted about the same time with 
Macan, and while the latter, which has not been 
subject, from the nat}lre of its productions, to the al­
lurements of this traffic, has increased in population 
and wealth, this place has advanced but little in cul­
tivation, and many of the inhabitants are in very in­
different circumstances. After passing Goose river 
and the Shenimicasias, two 1>arred harbours, on both 
of which there are tracts of good diked land; the. 
next river on the coast is Tidnish. Between the 
head of this river, and the source of the La Planch, 
which empties into the Bay of Fundy , there is a por­
tage or" only one mile. This river opens into an ex­
cellent harbour, has soma good farms on its banks, 

. and furnishes about two hunjred acres ofmarsh.­
From this place to the boundary line of New-Bruns­
wick, is about six miles. 

Here the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Bay of 
Fundy. are separated by a narrow isthmus ; the dis­
tance between the navigable waters on either side 
being eleven miles, and two hundred and forty one 
yards. A Canal to connect these, so as to form 8n ar­
tificial navigation, has long been in contemplation, _ 
and i. is probable that it will soon be carried into 
effect. There are three places in which it is prac-
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ticable to form this communication.-The first is by 
Petitcodiac river, to Chediac Bay ; the second from 
Chediac Bay, by the Memramcook river, to Cumber-· 
land Bason; and the third from Cumberland Bason to .. . 

Bay Verte. 
Upon a careful examination of these routes, the 

preference has been given to the latter. By the con­
struction of this canal, the long and dangerous cir­
cuit of Cape Breton, in the ,navigation between New­
Brunswick and the St. Lawrence, will be avoided ; 
and the introduction of Canadian produce, into the 
markets of Nova-Scotia and her sister Province, be 
rendered so advantageous as to exclude the importa­
tion of American flour. The exports of both Provin­
ces to the West Indies are very extensive, and asa 
drawback of~uties is allowed on the transportation 
of Rum, from New-Brunswick and Nova-Scotia, to 
Canada, it will create a vast increase in the inter­
colonial trade. The improvements which would na­
turally arise on the whole line of intercourse, would 
be among the principal benefits resulting from the 
construction of this canal. The resources of Gaspe, 
Bay des Chaleur, Prince Edward's Island, and the 
Country bordering on the RestigoGche and Mirimichi, 
are neither generally known, nor easily developed, 
on account of the communication with these places 
being tedious, dangerous, and expensive. A Canal 
at this point will obviate the difficulty attending the 
navigation, and render the intercourse between the 
Colonies in British America, safe and expeditious.­
It will also have a powerful influence in cementing 
their union; by creating a reciprocal dependance upon 
ea~h.other, .by facilitating the means of friendly inter-

Digitized by Google 



course, and encreasing their commercial connections. 
The following is the report of Mr. Han, an experi­
enced Engineer, who surveyed this isthmus at the 
request of his Excellency Sir Howard Douglas, the 
Lieutenant-Governor of New-Brunswick :­
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ROUTE BETWEEN CUM-

BERLAND BASON AND THE BAY VERTE.· 

"After a careful examination of the various summits 
and outlets, between the Bay of Fundy and the Bay 
Vene, the Reporter proceeded to Survey that Line 
which presented the fewest difficulties ; commencing 
at Au Lac River, nearly three miles and a half above 
its junction with the Tanteimarr, where, in ordinary 
tides, a depth of twenty-five feet of water will be ob­
tained. 

The spot chosen for diverging from the river, is 
favourably situated for Entrance Locks and Basons j 
·the soil is composed of a strong alluvial clay; the 
subsoil of a lighter nature, but snfficiently retentive 
to warrant excavation, and embanking with common 
slopes. 

From the entrance Lock and Bason, the Canal 
line will proceed in nearly a direct course upon the 
left bank of Au 'Lac River, passing several farms and 
accommodation roads of level ground, to Lock No.2, 
or summit level; continuing upon this summit, and 
adhering to hard ground upon the south side of Brow­
nal's marsh, then through Woodland: by moderate 
cutting, to the Bay Verte and Fort Cumberland road j 

pass the same by a drawbridge, proceed by a curved 
line across the dividing ridge, between the vallies of 
Au Lac and Missiguash. 

Continue upon the highest part of the Missiguash 
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m81'lh, bearing upon several projecting points of 
hardland, a little north of Mr. Minnett's Line; from 
thence proceed by moderate cutting to Lock No. S, 
then, with several cuttings and embankments, by 
Lock No.4, to the junction with the tide waters in 
the Tignish River, at Lock No.5. 

The average rise of tide at this point of the Tignish 
is six feet, and two feet medium depth of still water. 

The river course to the Bay Verte is very circuit­
ous, distance to Roach's ferry, is nearly four miles. 
At the ferry a good position for a tide lock and waste 

, wear, may be found, by which the waters of the 
Tignish will remain at a fixed level. 

From this tide lock, to anchorage ground in the Bay 
Verte, the chav.nel of the Tignish is sufficiently wide 
and deep at low water, to admit vessels of one Hun­
dred Tons burthen. 

The extent of artificial navigation between Au Lac 
River and the Tignish, is eleven miles and two hun­
dred and fony one yarQ.s. 

The total distance from anchorage at low water in 
the Tanteimarr, to anchorage in the Bay Verte is 
nineteen miles and a half. 

The difference of level, between the highest obser­
'vable tide in Cumberland Bason, is twenty one feet, 
eight inches and nine tenths, above corresponding 
tides in the Bay Vene. 

Medium Spring tides in Cumberland Bason, are 

sixteen feet,nine inches, and three tenths, above those 
in the Bay Vene. 

Medium neap tides in Cumberland Bason, are 
four feet, nine inches and three tenths, above those in 
the Bay Vene. 
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BAY VERTS C.A.l'Ul.. 

Expense of mltking a Canal between 
the Bay of Fundy and the Bay of 
Verte, with eightfeet depth of Wa­
ter, and according with the Specifi­
cations No.7, including ten per 
cent. for Contingencies, is £67,'718 14 1-0 

€xpen!le -of making a Canal behveeB 
the Bay of Fundy Dnd the Bay 
Vene, containing four and an half 
.feet of Water, wjth corresponding 
Slopes and commensurate Locks, is 45,151 10 , 
All the work may be finished in three years from 

the date orthe contract, by adher-ing to either of tho 
above proportions. 

Several improvements mny hereafter be effected 
1Ipon the line estimated; stIch as the formation of a 
'towing path, from the Canal entrance to the mouth of 
'the Tantamarr, and also an extra entrance Lock. 

Upon the Bay Verte side, the summit line may be 
continued to near Roach's ferry; but as these ex­
tensions would in the first instance materially affect 
'the expense, they may be delayed until such time aa 
-the Canal transit will warrant their adoption. 

By an examination of the Section it will appear, 
that nothing of at)· unfavourable or impracticable na­
ture presents itself upon any part of this route. 

'fhm: the great general objection to the admission 
df 'fide Waters of different magnitudes into an artifi­
'Cial Canal, will be obviated by a substitution offreah. 
water as the correcting medium. 

Water Supplies may be obtained from the ... alley 
VOL. II. ]0 
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of the Missiguash, where excellent situations lor' 
capacious reservoirs are to be found. 

The constructing of a head eighteen feet in height, 
and an hundred and fifty yards in length, immedi­
ately above the Portage Bridge, will flood an extent 
of one hundred and fifty ~cre •. 

This supply alone, without taking into considera­
tion the natural drainage of this stream, will furnish 
fifty nine millions eight hundred and six thousand 
cubic feet of water ; suppose that this reservoir will 
be filled by flood water, only twice in one season, we 
have one hundred and nineteen milions six hundred 
and twelve thousand cubic feet of disposable water. 

Now with a fair trade we may' allow upon the 
Canal a transit of ten vessels ascending, and the 
same number descending for one hundred and fifty 
days; each vessel to require sixteen thousand cubic 
feet of water. We have therefore forty eightmillions 
cubic feet of waste water by Lockage, leaving seventy 
one millions of cubic feet for evaporation and absorp­
tion. 

From· testimony of respectable and experienced 
ship owners, it appears, that the entrance to the Ca­
nal on the Bay Verte side is safe and attended with 
no difficulty, and that the Cumberland Bason side is 
peculiarly adapted for shelter and accomodation. 

On the whole, this proposed Canal presen1s so many 
advantages .and facilities of transit, when compared 

, with the probable expense ;,tlrat it is only necessary, 
in dem9Ii8tration, to examine a Map of the Country 
to be convinced of the great and general importance 
of the measure. 
O~ober 12,.1825. FRANCIS HALL, Engineer. 
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B!f5ides the coal, freestone, and grindstone, a1re¥r 
me~tioned, Pll$ter of Paris abounds at the head of 
Chiegnecto Bay, and occurs on the Macan. Lime 
is also found in the vicinity of Amherst, at the River 
Philip, and at Macan and Napan. Although i~ va­
lue in Agricu1ture is not unknown to the inha»itants, 
it has not been often applied to that purpose, nor is 
it probable it will ever enter into general use; the 
numerous bays: rivers, creeks, and coves, with which 
Cumberland is intersected. presenting in the alluvial 
deposit, a more simple and not less valuable manure. 
-The Dyked land in this County, exclusive of Ialt 
m~h and intervale, exceeds 17,250 acrea. 
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COUNTY or IYJ)NEY. 

In the earliest divisions of the Province, the Coun­
ty of Halifax comprehended the whole eastel1l sec­
tion of Nova-SCQtia proper, within its limits, but in 
1784, the easternmost part of this extensive tract 
was erected into the County of Sydney. Its original 
western boundary was formed by the harbour and 
river St. Mary, but as this DivisioI\ WW$ found ex­
tremely inconvenient, it was, in the yeBf 18U, es­
tablished at the falls of the river E~emseegam, and 
about SOO square miles added to its extent. It con­
tains seven townships, Arisa_g, Dorchester, St. An­
drew, Tracadie, Mancheste~, GuysbOJ,"ough, and St. 
Mary. It has been since divided into two Districts, 
the Upper and I~ower District. 

UPPER DISTRICT. 

This District forms a triangle, its south side being 
thirty-six miles long, its western twenty-five and ita 
sea coast, including the circuit of St. George's Bay, 
about fifty miles. It includes about one third of the 
whole County, comprehending the settlfiments of 
Antigonish, Gulf Shore, Cape George, Pomquet) Tra­
eadie, and harbour Au Bushee. In an agricultural 
point of view, it is far superior to the Lower District, 
and notwithstanding the numerous and beautiful 
harbours, and valuable }'ishery, possessed by the 
latter, it is also much more populous. 

The first settlement was made by the English in 
the year 1784, by Lieut.-Colonel Hierlihy, Major 
Monk, (afterwards Judge Monk,) and other officers 
and soldiers of the Nova-Scotia Regiment. At that 
period there were no inhabitants in this District but 
a few families of Acadians at Pomquet, 'rracadie and ~ 

Digitized by Google 



78 

Harbor Au Bushee, whose descendants now QQOOP1 
the principal part of the front lands on St. George's 
Bay; but all that tract of Country which DOW' in­
cludes the flourishing settlements of Knoydart, Moy­
dart, Arisaig, Malignant Cove, Cape George, Mor­
ristown, Antigonish harbor, Dorchester village, Ad­
dington, Ohio or West river, Lochaber or College 
Lake, South river and St. Andrew's, was an unbro­
ken wildernesb, in which the military settlers were 
immured for several years, without roads of commu­
nication to any other part of Nova-Scotia. 

The first material addition to their numbers was 
made in the year 1795 and 6, by the arrival of emi­
grants from the Highlands and Isles of Scotland, who 
were, with a few disbanded Highland soldiers,locatel:i 
by Government along the coast, from Me~egomish to 
Antigonieh. In 1801, the settlement was greatly 
extended into the interior, by the arrival ot another 
numerous body of the same hardy race, with those -
whose labours had already made many inroads upon 
the forest, and converted a large portion of it into 
fertile fields. By subsequent arrivals of emigrants 
from 'Scotland, Newfoundland and New-England,eve­
ry part of this importantDistrict is now rapidly filling 
up with an industrious and hardy population, the 
amount of which already exceeds 7000.· The inter­
valor alluvial soil ofthis part of the County is equal, 
and the upland is superior, to that of any other Dis­
trict in the Province. The agricultural exports are 
very considerable, consisting of horses, horned cat­
tle and sheep, and grain, butter and pork. 

• The deatlul in the conlle,alion or the Rev. T. Trotter, lor the 
Jut ten :reare. in proportiell to tbe birth., Dla1 be e.timated at I. ,.,era,. 011 to 11. 
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I'ormetly the ton timber trade W88 oarried on to 

some extent, from Antigoniab and Pomquet, but of 
late years it has ceased, and sawed lumber shinglea 
and staves, for the Halifax andNewfoundland market, 
and the supply of the Fisheries at Fox-Island and 
Arichat; a1'e with much propriety substituted in its 
place. A great proportion of the French settlers at 
Tracadie and Harbour Au Bushee· are employed in 
fishing and coasting in summer, and in ship-building 
and 'making staves and hoops for the fisheries in 
winter. 

Dorscltuter, or· Antigonish interval (as it waa 
formerly called) is the shire town of the District, and 
the largest and most flourishing in the County. It is 
situated about a mile above the head of the naviga­
tion on Antigonish river, and a short distance be­
yond the junction of' the north anel west branches, 
on a spot of ground' that is elevated but a few feet 
above the stTeams that environ it. It is one of the 
prettiest villages in the eastern section of Nova­
Scotia, and the neatness and simplicity of its appeal'" 
anee, amply compensates for the absence ofboldet 
scenery. It has but one principal street which is ser­
pentine, . extending half a mile from east to west, and 
containing about 45 dwelling houses, exclusive of 
other buildings. The Court-House is built on a hilt 
of moderate ascent, and commands a pleasing view 
of the whole village, the adjacent intervals, the bar .. 
bour and the mountains of the Gulf Shore. The 
'Roman Catholic Chapel stands on the same aide 01 
the street with the Court-House; and only a short 

~ It is usually called" Antigonilb," an Indian word, which Iia­
ni6e. the .. river of fish," or as others .. y .. th, forked rit.r." 
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mstanee from It. It is by· much the largest and 
most respectable looking building in the County, and 
perhaps in the eastern Division of the Province.­
The length of this edifice is 72 feet, its breadth 45, 
and the height ofHs spire 110 feet. It is capable of 
accommodating 800 people, and its s~e is not at aU 
disproportioned to the extent of the congregation.­
There is also in the centre of this village, a small 
Presbyterian Meeting-House, and another oflarger 
and more convenient demensions (54 ~ 86) is now 
erected and partly finished. In this vicinity is a 
small Baptist Meeting-House, in which Missionaries 
of different denominations of Dissenters occasionally 
preach, and where a part of the inhabitants meet 
regularly every sabbath for religious worship. At 
Arisaig, Manchester road, Tracadie, Morristown, 
Harbour Au Bushee, and tl\e Cape, there is a Catho­
licChapel; those at the two former, are large and 
convenient buildings. 

Dorchester village, from its central situation, is the 
principal trading place in the District, having roads 
of communication to Guysborough, Morristown, the 
Gulf Shore, St. Mary, Addington and Merigomish.­
The entrance of the harbour, which is eight miles 
'from the village, is narrow and rather difficult of ac­
cess, there being only nine feet of water on the bar 
at high tides. Two miles from its mouth are the 
-Gypsum rocks, which afford employment for the 
vessels of Arichat and the adjoining ports. At the 
first settlement of the District, nn attempt was made 
10 build a town on a spot of ground near the barbour, 
which is still designated as ' Town Point,' but which 
frilled, like every other attempt to make the forma-
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tion of villages, precede the cultivation of the land. 
The site, however, was better" adapted for commercial 
pu-rpo8eS than that of Dorchestel', in which great in­
convenience is experienced on account of the difti­
culty and expense attending the transportation of 
heavy- articles, from the head of navigation. Through 
the influence of their County ~Ie/Rber, T. Dickson, 
Esq. the inhabitants have obtained assistance from 
the Legislature, to enable them to construct a Tow­
path, and in other respects to improve and facilitato 
the communication with the sea. Twelve miles 
westward of Cape George, Rnd twenty-one eastward 
from the entrance of P.ictou harbour, is Arisaig Pier, 
which was projected by . the late Rev. Alexander 
,\1' Donald, for the purpose of affording shelter to 
flO&tfol and small vessels, ft'om the sudden and violent 
gale:; IJf wiud that prevailllpon this coast, during the 
Spring and autumn. It forms the only harbour from 
Antigonish to Merigomish, and is of ipfillite service 

. to the trade of Callseau, Cape George, Pictou and 
the intermediate coast. The principal roads in the 
District are the Gulf road,l\1anchester road, Canseau, 
St. Mary's and Morrist<?wn roads. The former is the 
post road to Malignant Cove and Pictou. It passe. 
thl'ough the settlements on the coast for several miles, 
and presents an extensive view oCt he Northumberland 
Strait, parts of Cape Breton and Prince Edward'. 
Island, and the Highlands of Pictou and Mount Tom. 
The Manchester road traverses a part of the elevat­
ed land that lies between the north and south branoh­
es of Pomquet, afiording a splendid view of the val­
Jeys of the south and west rivers~ and the Country 
bounded by the Highlands between St. Mary's and 
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the Merigomisb. This chain bounds the view to the 
north west, and terminates with majestic boldness at 
Cape George. Eastward of the Cape, St. George's 
Bay is seen over the gently declining lands, in the 
rear of Pomquet and Tracadie, and beyond are the 
Highlands of Cape Breton, stretching northward un­
til they are lost in the distance. The St. Mary's 
road leads through nearly the centre of the tract that 
lies between the south and west branches of tilE; An­
tigonish, directly to the Lochaber glen, at the head 
of College Lake, and along the margin of that beauti­
ful body of water, for six miles. This lake is the 
source of a considerable branch of St. Mary's river, 
called the Antigonish or Conege branch. The for­
mer, from its proximity to the two principal streams 
oHhat river, from between which it rises, and the 
latter on 'account of a large body of land on one side 
ofit, granted to King's College. 

'rhe lands on both sides of this lake, particularly 
towards its upper extremity, rise from it with abrupt­
ness to a considerable elevation, but without rocks 
or precipices. The water is nearly as pure as spring 
water and of great depth. It iR never frozen, with 
the exception of a small piece at its head, until after 
several weeks of severe frost ; and long after all the 
neighbouring lakes and streams, arc passable for 
horses and loaded sleighs ; it presents for three or 
four miles a sm-face altogether free once. Its breadth 
is from 40 to 120 rods, and its shor~s are wholly 
without rocks, and for the most part of beautiful gra- ' 
vel. Besides this lake there are three others of smal­
ler size on this branch, on the borders of which, and 
the .treams that connect them, this road runs nearly 
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on a level for fifteen miles, to the lower St. Mary'. 
Lake, and from thence to Sherbrooke village. In 
addition to these lines of communication, there are 
several other main roads, ~U of which are again in-

. tersected by cross roads, rendering every part of 
the District accessable for the purpose of cultivation. 

THE LOWER DISTRICT 

Extends on its interior or northern boundary, from 
Cape Porcupine at the north end of the Gut of Can­
seau, to the eastern bounds of the district of Halifax 
forty miles; on its western side, from the southern 
boundary of Pictou district, to the mouth of Ekern­
seegam harbour, thirty miles; and on the sea coast, 
including the shore of Chedabucto bay, one hundred 
and twenty miles. No part of Nova-Scotia, and per­
haps few countries in the world, afford 80 many ex­
cellent harbours in the same extent of coast. Mary 
Joseph, Liscomb, Country Harbour,' White-head 
Harbour, Canseau, and Crow Harbour, are all na~oa­
ble for the largest ships, and are acoommodate.d with 
safe and extensive anchorage ground. Ekemseegam, 
Little Liscomb, Little St. Lawrence, St. Mary's, 
Hollands, Beckerton, Fisherman's, Isaac's, Islands, 
Coddels, Torbay., Molasses, Raspberry, Big Dover, 
Little Dover, St. Andrew's Channel, Glasgow, 
George's, Little Canseau, PhilIp's, Guysborough, or 
Milford Haven, are all accessible and safe for small, 
vessels, and several of them for ships of four or five 
hundred tons burthen. Although inferior in its agri­
cultural resourccs to the upper district, it p.gssesses 
much greater facilities for commerce and navigation. 
and its fisheries are the best in the Province. 

The TotmIhip of Manchetter comprehenda au that 
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tract of country which lies between the Gut of Can­
seau· and Miiford Haven. The surface of this 
township is neither so rocky, nOl so uneven, all the 
.adjoining one of Guysborough, and a great proportion 
of the land is of a very superior quality-particularly 
that part denominated the Hallowel grant. This al .. 
lotment contains 20,000 acres, and was granted in 
the year 1765 to Benjamin Hallowel, Esquire, of 
Boston. It is conveniently and beautifully situated, 
extending about three miles on the eastern side of 
Milford Haven, and four on the northern shore of 
Chedabucto bay. The proprietor of this land divi­
ded it, upon the arrival of the Loyalists in 1784, into 
farm lots, containing severally one hundred and fifty 
Dcres j and in order to encourage its cultivation, gave 
eighteen of them to persons del'lirous of removing 
there, and sold many more upon moderate terms, 
all of which nre now settled. Two yearsafterward8 
a town plot called Boylston was laid out on the 
eastern side of the haven. The situation was well 
selected, being on the side of a hill, of easy ascent, 
and well irrigated by small rivulets and springs of 
pure water. The harbour is from a quarter' tQ haIfa 
mile in breadth, and of sufficient d~th to admit ves­
eels of' the largest class to approach within n few 
yards of the shore. The town lots were aU sold, 
upon a ground rent of two shillings per annum j 

which, together with several pieces of land, and a 
certain proportion of the sales of the farm divisions, 
was ve~ted by the proprietor, .as a fund fOi' the sup­
port of a sehool. But notwithstanding the excellenee 
of the soil, the beauty of the h~rbour, and. the Ubc-

• For a delcription of the Gut of Canseau, see the Cape Breton 
1)iyilion, II delcribed in the Fifth Section of this Chapter. 
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raHty of this donation, the population of t}le county 
has been. hitherto too limited to admit of the forma­
tion of a town. In the year 1786, three other exten­
sive tracts of landin this town8hip-one on the east­
ern side of Milford Haven, another on the northern 
shore of Chednbucto bay, and a third on the western 
side of the Gut of Cansenu, containing togethel' about 
20,000 acres of land, were allotted to the officers and 
soldiers of the Montague corps, about li'O of whom 
were sent thither when the regiment was disbanded. 
Near the same time another location of eight thou­
sand acres was made at the southern end of the Gut 
ofCanseau, to about 50 Loyalists, who had joined 
the British troops at St. Au~ustine, and embarked 
with them for this Proviuce. These unfortunate 
people, whose fidelity to the British Government 
had induced them to abandon their possessions, a.nd 
quit the richer soil and milder climate of their native 
country,. and establish· their residence on the unin­
habited shores of Nova-Scotia, were landed at the 
Gut of Canseau late in the autumn of 1784, and suf­
fered severely from the unexpected severity of the 
winter. TJie difierence between raising indigo, in­
dian corn, and tobacco, in the praries of ~'lorida and 
Carolina, and planting potatoes on land, from which 
they were under the necessity of first removing the 
forest, was so great as to discourage their efforts; 
and as the adjoining fish~ries presented a prospect of 
support, with less labour and fatigue, they applied 
themselves alternately'to the cultivation of the soil, 
and ca~ching fish. To this unprofitable system,. not 
only they, but most of those who have subsequently· 

• A Ireat number of Irish families from Newfoundland, have .. t­
lled here within the last ten years. 
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lett led there, have always adhered; in consequence 
ofwhjch many extensive tracts of fertile land, which 
have long since been cleared, are still uncultivated 
and waste. The soil, however, as has been before 
observed, is excellent; and lime abounds on the 
west.ern shore of the f::ut of Canseau. Coal also has 
been discovered in several places at the head of 
Milford Haven, and is supposed to spread over a 
large traet of country ; but no effort has been made 
to ascertain its course or extent. 
. The Towns/tip of Guysborough reaches fl·om Crow 
harbour to the northern bounds of the district, and 
contains, according to the original patent, 100,000 
acres; 53,850 of which were granted to Nathan. 
Hubbel and 278 other persons. These people be­
longed to the Civil Department of the Army and 
Navy, and at the evacuation of New-York) were 
settled in the year 1783, at harbour Mouton in 
Queen's Connty, under the sllperintendance of Col. 
Molleson, waggon-master general to the forces.­
Having suffered much at that place, 200 of them, 
with their families, were removed during the ensuing 
spring, at the expence of Government, to the shores 
of Chedabucto bay, where they found a part of the 
Duke of Cumberland's regiment, that had been land­
ed there about one month. '* The town and township 
of Guysborough were laid out, soon after the arrival 
of these Loyalists, and were thus named in honor of 
Sir Guy Carleton, the then Commander-in-Chief of 
His ~Iajesty's forces in North' America. To each of 

• At tbis time there were five or silt English familie! settled at 
the head of Chedabucto. who slibsist.ed chiefty by hunting and 
fiBhing ; one of the earliest of the.e settl~rs' is still living. at the 
advanced ag. oC 96 y.ars. and is lIurrounded by. numeroUII rac. 
of de.cendantll. to the Courth g~neration. 
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the settlers, both a town and farm lot were·~igned, 
and also a share in the rear divisions. ~t first they 
all erected houses, and I'ettled on the town plot; anti 
during the succeeding winter, cut down the adjoin­
ing timber. In attempting to burn the wood (the 
usual mode of clearing land) the fire spread with 
such violence and rapidity, that most of the houses 
were destroyed, and they were compelled to seek 
refuge from its fury in the water. Notwithstanding 
this disastrous occurrence, they were still unwilling 
to separate and settle upon their farm lot8) but re­
built their houses, and remained together until the 
Government allowance of provision ceased, when 
many, apalled by the difficulties of subduing the 
wilderness, removed from the Province. Those who 
remained were co~pelled to make the attempt after 
suffering the severest privations, in consequence of 
the difficulty of procuring supplies from Halifax, and 
in a few years the town was nearly deserted. In 
this derelict state, inhabited by only a few merchants 
and mechanics, it continued until within the last ten 
years, during which it has partaken of the general 
growth of the County. Guysbororigh harbour or 
Milford-haven, is situated at the head of Chedabuc­
to. This extensive Bay is formed by Cape Canseau 
on the west, and· Cape Hogan in the Island of Cape 
Breton, on the east. It is fifteen miles in breadth, 
from Fox Island to the southern end of the Gut of 
Canseau, and about 25 miles in length from Canseau 
to Fort-Point, at the entrance of Guysborough har­
bour: It is altogether free of rocks or obstructions 
(with the exception of one small shoal), and is navi­
gable throughout for the largest ships. Crow harbour. 
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Fox Island, Philip harbour, and Canseau, lie on its 
southern shore. The harborirofGuysborough, though 
narrow and difficult at its e~trance, will admit vessels 
of 500 tons burthen, there being a. depth of 18 feet on 
the bar at low wster. .After passing the beaeh it 
opens into a spacious and beautiful Bason, from half 
a mile to three quarters in breadth, and three miles 
in length, completely sheltered by the surrounding 
hills, and affording good anchorage. Above this 
harbour it is navigable for large vessels through a 
narrow passage for two miles, and then expands. 
again into another spacious Bason, extending at 
pight angles with the other, fom: miles further. On 
each side Qfthe harbourthrol1ghout its whole extent, 
but especially at its head, the surrounding land rises 
abruptly from the water to a considerable height.­
The Guysborough interval lies at the upper part 
of the inner Bason) a few feet above high water 
level, and extends about two miles in leDgtb and 
half a mile in width. tt is also bounded on each 
side, and at its western extremity, by elevated 
g1'GUllds whioh rise with great boldness. From tbis 
Highland·, which is traversed by the Antigonish road, 
the valley below, for nbont six miles in extent, is in 
full view, and appear~ like nn immense excavation. 
Few plilces possess more beantiful natural scenery 
than the t{)wn of Gllysborough. It is sitnated on 
the western eide, and ncar the extrance of the lower 

Bason, and commands a full view of Chedabucto Bay, 
and its southern shore, as far as Canseau. It con­
tains an Episcopnl Church, a Roman Catholic Cha­
pel, and District Court House, aU convenient build­
ings of respectable nppearance, and- about thirty 
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dwelling houses. The streets are from 60 to 100 fe~t 
in breadth, and cross each other ~t right angles.­
A small battery at i~ southern extremity, commande 
t\l~ entrance of the harbour. Besides the places- of 
publip w~rship already mentioned, the inhabitants 
~re I\Qwengaged in the erection of a rtiethodist Ch~­
pel. There is also a small English Church, betwee~ 
Guy~borough and Crow harbour, in which divine 
flervlce is $ometimes perfQrm~d by the Missi()n~ry 
fS~~tioned at the former place. At Clam harbou,r, 
COQke's CQve, an~ Canseau, there ~re Dissenting 
l\Ieeting~liouses, at which the people assem~le on 
SUI\days for religious exercises, and are occasionally 
visited by Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, and 
Oongregational Ministers, all of whom nre freely ad­
mitted to pr~ach in thes~ places. Th~re is ~lsoa . 
~Jl\ail CHtholic Chapel on the road from Guysbor~)Ugq 
to ~~. Mary's, pnd another near Fox-Island. The 
lands on both sides of the harbour for nearly jts whole 
ex~~I\t, whicll are of a snperior quality, have long 
since been cleared of wood, and now afford extensive 
meadows or gr~ng g~ounds.But the proximity of 
the fisheries, ",~d the general disposition of t~e inha­
bitants to be emplqyed about them, in preferen~ ~o 
the cl\hiv~~ion of their lands, has greatly retm'~~d 
their improvement. There are yet aD the very bor­
ders of thi~ beautiful harbour ~nd river, lar~ field~, 
which, although c1e~rcd of timber 40 years ago, IStill 
retain their Primeval undulatory form, and have Il:~-. 
ver been subdqed by the plollgb; ~Dd yet ma~y pf 
these fiel~s have· produced good crops of hay eVelJ 

YMr since they were cleared, without the aid of ma­
nure. This spontaneous fertility of the soil, hQ.fi ella-
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bled the inhabitants, n?twithstanding their aversion 
to agriculture, to rear black cattle, horses and sheep, 
in considerable nombers, several cargoes of which 
are annually exported to Newfoundland, together 
with great quantities of butter. These, with a few 

, potatoes and oats, are the only surplus agricultural 
produce of Guysborough. Formerly sawed lumber 
was exported, but for many years the demand for 
this article, for the fisheries, and domestic consump­
tion, has exhausted the timber on all the lands con­
tiguous to the bay and harbours adjacent to it. The 
fisheries of Chedabucto Bay are perhaps as produc­
tive as any in the known world. Codfish, and pol­
luck or scale fish, are taken early in the season, near 
the shores, and even within the harbours. In Mil­
ford-haven they are sometimes caught in great quan­
tities in and about the narrows, a distance of five or 
six miles above the entrance of the' harbour.­
Herrings of superior quality are abundant in, sum­
m,er, and the early part of autumn. They are found 
in all parts of the bay, and in small quantities in the 
harbours. But the shoals of mackarel that traverse 
the coast in spring and autumn are immense. In 
May and the early part of June, they reach the nor­
thern shore about St. Peter's, and the river inhabi­
tant, and sometimes enter Guysborough harbour in 
~uch quantities that. several thousand barrels are 
caught in one day. But at this season there is no 
appearance of fish along the southern shore ; nor do 
they begin to arrive on that side until about the first 
of August. From that time to the end .of October 
or the middle of November, is generally the season 
of fall fishing, and so abundant are the mackarel in 
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some years, that from 800 to 1000 barrels are often 
taken by a seine at one draught. In the years 18~4 
and 1825, the catch at Fox-Island amounted to up­
wards of 20,000 barrels ; and including Crow har­
bour and Canseau Island, which. together comprise 
only a space of twelve miles of coast, it is probable 
50,000 barrels were taken in each. of those years.­
They are either sold fresh, to traders who resort thi­
ther in great numbers with supplies for the fishermen, 
or are ~ed and sold to the merchants, or shipped to 
HaHfax and the West Indies. Crow harbour was 
formerly the scene of the great fishery, and continu­
ed to be so for several years, but from some unknown 
cause, the course of the fish changed, and for a long 
period, only a, trifling quantity w~e taken in that 
harbour. Fox-Island then became their great resort. 
They appear however to have again resumed their 
former route, and for the last two or three years, 
great numbers have been caught in Crow harbQur~ 
and comparatively very few at Fox-Island. Crow 
harbour lies on the southern shore of the bay, nearly 
midway between Guysborough and Canseau. It is 
rather a coye, than a harbour or inlet, being nearly 
in the form of a semicircle, of perhaps a half mile in 
diameter. Its entrance is sheltered by a small Is­
land. It is easy of access) navigable' for ships of the 
greatest burthen, and affords safe and commodious 
anchorage. The hauling grounds are situated at' 
its head, and are much superior to those at Fox-Island, 
being perfectly smooth, and completely sheltered 
from. every wind. In former years the occupation of 
the lands ,adjoining Crow harbour and Fox-Island, 
were for all necessary purposes connected with the 
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fishery, alike free to all bis Majesty's subjects, but 
these lands were subsequently granted by Govern- . 
ment to certaill individuals, who thereupon claimed 
a per· centage of all fish hauled upon the shores of 
their respective locations, and also a ground rent for 
fishing huts, yards, and places to spread seines, &c. 
This claim was at first resisted by the fishermen, and 
in consequence thereof, a suit was commenced and 
tried at Guysborough, before one of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court, in the year 1811, and determin­
ed in favour of the proprietors of the soil, since which 
decision, .the claim has been recognised, and the re­
strictions in some im.ltances greatly increased.­
At the Commencement of the season, the fisher­
man generally obtains permission from the proprie­
tor or his ~ent,to erect his hut; and ifhe is a seine 
owner, to occupy a certain space for his boats and 
sheds,.-&c. At the end of the season) or before he 
leaVes the ground, he pays a barrel of cured m~cka­
reI, or its value, for the rent of his hovel, and an ad­
ditional quantity 01.' price, in proportion to the ground 
he occupies. For every hired man he pays five 
·shillings; and if he has either a partner or associate 
in his hut, he pays an additional barrel of mackarel 
for ·each of them. Besides these exactions, the pro­
prietor hot only claims, but enforces the right of 
sending two free " dippers" into every seine that 
is hauled; and has also one tenth part of the seine's 
tlIhhl-e after the fish are dressed-that is on'etwcnticth 
ofthe Whole draught--the sharesmen or aSsistants 
being entitled to one half for their troUbl€'!. In 1825, 
on Waterloo b~ach, or Fox Island moon, the proper­
it ofPatnck Lanigan, Esquire, 1200 tiarreJs of mack-
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arel were received for rent, and more than half that 
quantity on Fox Island itself. The Value of 'these 
fisheries render it necessary that some special artd 
efficient regulations should be made, not on1:r to res­
train the proprietors of·the soil from making oppres­
sive exactions, but aJ so to preserve order, and afford 
protection to the persons and property of seine own­
ers, and others principally concerned in the fisheries. 
At present there is little security for either; for as 
soon as a seine is cast, the owner Joosesall contronl 
over it. Hundreds of boats instantly beseige it, and 
neither threats nor intreaties are avail~ble to preserve 
order, or -to expel intruders. The consequence of 
this confusion has been, in many instances, either 
the total loss of the draught, by the seine being trip­
ped and drawn from the bottom, by the drift of the­
boats, the malice of the rioters, or designedly})y'the 
proprietor, to prevent its total destruction; Or the 
seine o\ynersand tht>ir sharesmen being compelled 
to acquiesce in the spoliation and to accept of stich 
a dividend as the intruders may think 'r-roper to 
give them. 

Cameau is situated at the south eastern extremity of 
the county; about twenty-five miles S. S. E. from 
Guysborough. It has an excellent harbour, accessi­
ble at all s~asons of the year. The strait is called 
Little Canseau, and is-navigable for the largest ships, 
and affords safe and commodious anchorage. During 
the prevalence of westerly gales, a great number of 
vessels, bound to and from the Gulf of St. Law\'t!nce, 
anchor here, a-nd wait for a favourable \vind. It is 
also during the fishing season, 0 great resort for 
1!imall craft. The town plot of Wilmot is' 'Situated 
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on its south-we~tern side. It was laid out during t~e 
administration of Governor Wilmot, in honor of 
whom it appears to have been named. The original 
location extended about half a mile on the shore ; 
but it has in a great measure been destroyed, in 
consequence of a large portion of it having been sub­
sequently granted, without any regard to the former 
allotments. This circumstance'is much to be regret­
ted, as it has greatly retarded' the settlement of the 
town ; which, notwithstanding the early period of 
its formation, and the extensive trading and fishing 
establishments, formerly belonging to Canseau, was, 
.80 late as the year 1821, almost a wilderness. Since 
that period, powever, several houses and stores 
have been erected within it ; water-slreet has been 
formed, and a communication opened to trow har­
bour, from which there is a tolerable . good road to 
Guysborough. Green Island, the site of the fortifica­
tions erected by the New England Provincials, lies 
immediately opposite to the town plot; but no vestige 
of these works, which were temporary buildings of 
wood, now remain-except the foundations and cel­
lars of the barracks. For a more particular account 
of thIs establishment, the reader is referred to the 
first volume of this work. At a subsequent period 
to its occupation as a miJitary post, the celebrated 
Paul Jones burnt two square-rigged vessels belonging 
to a Mr. George Smith, who at that time owned large 
establishments at Canseau and Crow harbour. He 
also destroyed two vessels laden with oil ; and about 
the same time, American privateers captured eleven 
sail belonging to Conseau-nine of which were 
square-rigged vessels. A great proportion of the 
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district bordering on Canseau, and indeed the whole 
of the promontary that terminates at this place, is a 
naked granite rock, with the exception of a few soli­
tary l!ills of good land, that appear to have been left 
as monuments of the general deluge ; while the sur-' 
rounding country has been swept to its foundation. 
The surface of the rock .is in many parts perfectly 
even for a great extent, with here and there a small 
protuberance, and in some places a rent or deep 
chasm. At Dover, Whitehead, and other places on 
the southern shore, where it extends to the water, 
and is exposed to the mountain waves that roU upon 
it from the ocean, large square masses have been 
rent from this immense stratum, and thrown in con­
fused heaps above their primitive beds; 

The settlement of St. Mary was formed into a town­
ship in the year 1818, and contains 280,QOO acres, 
inhabited by 249 families. 'fhe first attempt at set­
tlement was made at Country harbour, in the year 
1783, by a part of the Royal North Carolina Regi­
ment, the Royal South Carolina Regiment and the 
Carolina Rangers, who built a small town and called 
it Stormont.. Like most other towns attempted at 
that time it failed of success, the same difficulties 
baving occurred to them aU. The harbour is navi­
gable for the largest ships, more than ten miles above 
its entrance, and forms the most extensive inlet 
from Halifax to Canseau. The town plot of Stor­
mont is beautifully situated on its eastern side,about 
eix miles from its mouth, where the harbour is up­
wards of half a mile in breadth, and navigable for 
ships of the line from side" to side. The land on both 
shores of this noble port are stony and barren, but in 
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~re found ~t the head of the stream 1hat falJ.s into it, 
abounding with trout, and surrounded by a.tracJ of 
superior woodland. The distance from the head of 
t.he tide to the South river settlements, does not e~­
C?~ep' ten miles, ~nd from thence to :Qqrchestervinag~ . 
~fteen milel:!. M presen,t the only export (rom Coun-
1ry ~!lrbour consists of l\ small quantity of flawed 
lumber. fisherman's harbour lies on its western 
~ide, 8:nd is a safe. and con~enie~t resort for coa.s~ers1 I 

~rding an airy and com",oqiqus sihlation for curing 

~~ 
'fpc river st. M~r.y f8:118 int9 the Atlantic ~an, 

~bout ninety miles eastward of Halifax, and forfy­
two westward of Canseau. At its entrance is a bar, 
1!~ving eleven feet of water. upon it at the lowest 
eb~ of spring tides. - A buoy has lat~ly be~n placed 
lIpon it for the direction of vessels, and a beacon has 
~Is~ been set up on Bridge Island, ne~r the moutp of 
.the river. The St. lUary ~s navigable for vessels of 
t~~ first class, for eight or nine miles fr()m its mop-th, 
aIlq for sm~11 vessels two miles further, wl:tere it is 
h,npeded by extensive rapids. At tllis place (whe~p 
t~c tide ce~ses to Bow) is situated the village ofS~er­
_broq~> ten miles above which the river branches in­
t9 two con,siderabie streams, denominated the e~t 
amI west brD:Jlch. Th~ forlller rises in the higll 
lanqs between Pictou ap.d l\ferigQmish, anq after 
fraversing ~ superior tract of Country, receives in its 
CQul'!1C the waterliJ of the ~ollege or Antigonish sfream. 
'-fh!3 west pranch rises it is said in Mount Tom, and 
runs a r~p.d course of nearly fifty miles before it 
unites wi~Q ~he river. Timber may be f1Qateq dpWD 
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it tit least thirty miles above the fur1cs. Whe!) th., 

'Wateril a\'e bigh enough nt the junction to oover ttfe 
meadows, the whole nppeai'8 like a lake or briSob, 
wlth a surface equal to nbo~lt 500 acres, in which tb. 
alluvial matter of the river is deposited, Ilnd by itit 
accumttiation forms Islands and extensive bm-­
ders of intervals. These, a!I tbe waters recede, pre· 
sent themselves to the eye naked and un~tel.t$8nt til 
their appearance, but in Ii few days they Burne a 
stniling verdure, and are ornamented bere and there 
with a bran(}hjng elm, 01' a tuft of alden) tlltd crown­
ed with a beautiful Island, the centre of which ibJeiI 
about fifty feet a~ve the surface. In furmer yeaH 
there was a most ext~nsive salmon fishery on this 
river; to Sccui'ethe exclusive monopoly of~lti-eh wu 
probably the chief inducement to the late Jonathan 
Binney, Esq. and several other gentlemen of Hali­
fax, to obtain a grant ofl50,OOO acres ofland'here,as 
early as 1765. They made no attempt at cultivation; 
and it was not until the year 1800, that a party from 
Truro purchased 4000 acres of this valuable location 
and removed thither. A new line of road from Man­
chester to Musquedoboit was formed shortly after 
this period, which gre~tly facilitated the access to 
this infant settlement; and at different periods since 
that time, roads have been opened connecting the 
interior with the sea coast, and with Antigonish and 
Pictou. Sherbroke is situated at the extreme head 
of the navigation of the river, and is accessible by 
vessels of fifty or sixty tons burden. In the years 
1824-25 and 26, fourteen cargoes of timber were 
shipped at Sherbroke forthe British market, amount­
ing in the whole to 4,155 tons of timber,68-460 feet 
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of three inch pine plank, ~d 76 cords of lath-wood,. 
besides spars, oars, handspikes, &c. and it i§ proba­
ble that during the three preceding years, a similar 
quantity was exported. In 1827, 400,000 feet. 
ofsawed lumber, and 100 head of horned cattle were 
sent from this place to Halifax ; and during the last 
seven years, ten vessels of from so to 100 tons burdeq, 
were built here. A new road has been opened to 
Musquedoboii, a distance of thirty miles, and an ex­
cellent and substantial bridge erected over the west 
branch with a span of 90 feet. The t~wnship of St. 
Mary possesses many important natural advantages, 
and only requires population and indw.try, with an 
addition to its capital, to render it on~ of the most 
popuioul and thriving settlements in Nova-Scotia. 
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SI!:C'I"ION III. 

MIDDLE DIVISION. 

7'MI Dmsior& contain. three Countiu,-llant'. CotmhJ, 

h.&nenburg County, and Queen'. County. 
THE COUNTY OF BANTS 

lit bounded on the west by Horton, on the north by 
the Bason of Minas, on the east by the Shubenacadie 
river, and on the south by parts of the Counties of 

HalJfax and Lunenburg. It contains six townships­
Windsor, Newport, Rawdon, Kempt, Douglas and 
Falmouth. 

Windsor.-This place is distant from Halifax forty­
five miles, the road to which, by many late .altera­
tions, is level and in an excellent state of repair.-
4fter passing the boundary of Halifax County, the 
~pearance of the land indicates a decided change 
in its quality. Tbe sombre sprnc.e and fir, and the 
dwarf birch that clothe the Country for· twenty miles . 
Aom the Capital, Bresuceeeded by a growth of beech 
mingled with hemlock, elm, and maple; and the sur­
face of the ground is no longer enemnbercd with 
heavy IIlQsses of stone. From the Ardoise hills, the 
who.e:oEthis township is displayed to view, and on a 
Deare~ approach j~ loses nothing of the charm im­
pressed upon it by this distant prospect. 'rhe anci­
ent 1l8ll\e of Windsor was Pisiquid, an Indian word 
that signifies the j1H1ction of two rivers.· It was held 
in great estimation by the "rench, on account of its 
extensive and fertile meadows, which they enclosed 
with- dykes,. and brought into a high state of clillti­
vation. The crops of wheat which tbe.y raised Wlere 
so superabundant, that for many years previous to 
the war $f 1756, _hey exported a greo.t quantity to 
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the Beeton market. Although immediately occupied 
by the English after the removal of these unfort\.l­
nate people, it underwent no material changes Wltil 
within the last twenty years. The most valuable 
lanch! were granted to gentlemen residing at HaIifa~; 
among whom were many of his Majesty's Council. 
'£hat portion of it which fell into the hands of resi­
dent proprietors,}vas divided among a few individu,alq 
-and thus was introdu.ced nsystem of tenancy, 
which in Nova-Scotia neither contribute.s to the im­
provement of the soil, nor the profit oftbe landlord. 
Under these circumstances, the appearance of the 
place remained stationary for many years, until in 
the progress of time the transfer of property and the 
increase of population gradually worked a change in 
this defective system. Almost all the upland in this 
township, lying between the south mountain, and the 
rivers Avon and St. Croix, consists of a strong pro­
ductive soil, but the mountain land is cold and poor, 
adding indeed much to the richness of tbe scenery, 
but little to the value of its resources. It is cO'vered 
chiefly with poplar, spruce, white maple,and junip.er; 
and as its sides are in many placeS! steep and a..b­
rupt, this diversified hanging wood, gives a peculiJlr 
beauty to the landscape. The dyke lands, of which 
there are 2544 acres, are decidedly the best in Nova­
Scotia, the deepest, richest, and most prodllctive.-­
With some few interruptions, occasioned by projec.­
ing high lands, they skirt the St. Croix for nine inlles~ 
and the Avon the same distance, val'ying in width 
according to the windings of the river, and the for,. 
mation.ofthe upland. The pecuJitll' situation oftlWl 

place, surrounded by n range of mOlmtainpu$.land, 
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and protected from the bleak winds, and chilly fogs, 
experienced on the sea coast, is peculiarly favourable 
for raising tender fruits. Peaches, though subject 
f~o~ the early blossoms they put forth to be injured 
by frosts, have been known to ripen without artificial 
aid, or even common shelter; and grapes, pears, 
quinces, and a great variety of summer and autum­
nal plumbs arrive at perfection, in all ordinary sea­
sons. The embouchure of the Avon receives the wa­
ters of the. Kennetcook, St. Croix and Cockmagon 
rivers, and condllct~ them in~o the Bason of Minas. 
The rise and fall of the river at Windsor, is about 
twenty feet at neap and thirty at "pring tides. The 
whole of the salt water flows and re-flows, and the 
bed of the river at times is totally exposed. The 
two channels,by dividing the fresh water supplied by 
the lakes, form two small streams resembling brooks, 
and are constantly forded by carriages, and often by 
foot passengers. As a ford, it is unpleasant and in-

. convenient; and to those unacquainted with the tides 
unsafe. This extraordinary ebb of the rivers, empty­
ing into the Bay of~undy, facilitates the drainage of 
t~e dyked marshes. These lauds are encircled by a 
small embankment of earth, and the creeltS are closed 
by aboiteaux constructed wiJh sluices. The drains 
are conducted to the creeks, and the water· when 
collected in these reservoirs escapes through sluices, 
the gates of which are closed by the rising of the 
river, and exclude the entrance of the tide. But al­
though it is attended with this convenience, and the 
change of air produced by these rapid currents, itt 
cond~cive to health, and renders t~e climate smubri­
OU8, the red slimy banks, and the long sand-bars of 
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the bed of the river, make this vast chasm when' 
empti~d of its contents a disagreeable. object. To 
remedy the inconvenience of the ford an act of the 
Legislature was passed a few years since, authoriz­
ing the building of a bridge over the Avon, at the 
town of Windsor; and making provision for l~ising 

the requisite funds, by the establishment of a lottery. 
The first class was drawn, and the proceeds appro­
priated to . the erection of an Abutment ; but difficul­
ties having occurred in the further progress of the 
lottery, the design was abandoned, and the work 
still remains in an unfinished stat.e. A vein of lime­
stone crosses the bed of the river, at the site select­
ed for the bridge, and presents a good foundation for 
the piers. The extreme breadth of the Avon at this 
place, is about 1050 feet. Six miles further towards 
its source, where the gre~t western post road inter­
sects it, there is a good substantial wooden bridge~ 
This river takes its rise in the extensive lakes that 
lie between Chester and Windsor; but though s~­
cious and navigable as far as the bridge just men­
tioned, it would be nothing mor«:. than. a large brook, 
were it not for the augmentation it receives, from 
the flow oCthe tide from the -Bason of Minas. The 
w.hole of the neighbourhood of Windsor is extremely 
beautiful. The luxuriance of the meadows, the fre­
quent changes of scenery, the chain. of high hills on 
the south and west, clothed with wood' of variega,ted 
foliage, and the white sails of vessels passing rapidly 
through the serpentine windings of the Avon and St. 
C~, ,8J!8 some of the leading features of this land­
scape. Windsor isthe shire town orHant's County. 
It contains, (beside a. number of respectable private 
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houses) an University, an Academy, an Episcopal 
Church, 8 Roman Catholic Chapel, a Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Baptist meeting-house; a Court 
House ana-County Jail. The former has a Royal 
Charter, bearing date at Westminster, the li'th day 
orMay, 1802. By this Cbarter it is ordained that 
" King's College" shall be deemed to be an Univer­
sity, and shall have and enjoy aU such and the like 
privileges, as are enjoyed by the Universities in the 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland, as far 
Bathe same are capable of being had and enjoyed by 
virtue of the said letters .patent. And that the stu­
dents in the said CoUege shall have liberty and facul­
ty of tnking the degrees of bachelor, master, and 
doctor, in the several arts and faculties, at the ap­
pointed times. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury is Patron of the In­
stitution, and the following persons compose, ex 
officio, a board of Governors :-His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor, The Right Rev. the Lord 
Bishop of Nova-Scotia, The Hon. the Chief Justice, 
the Judge of the Court of Vice-Admiralty, the Speak­
er ortlle House of Assembly, the Attorney-General, 
the Solicitor-General, the Se?retary of the Province, 
and the Rev. the President. The board has the 
power of making statutes and by-laws for its internal 
Government and regulation. 

The following extract from the statutes of the Uni­
yersity, will shew the course of studies established 
for the Students :-

" Regular courses of lectures, as soon as the estab­
lishment shall admit of them, shall be. read every 
year by the Professors in the foUowing branehes of 
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literature, .mence, and knowledge. FAch ooune 
shaU bqin in Michaelmas term, and shall be com­
pleted within the year-Upon the evidences, prao­
dce, and docuines ofthe Christian Religion, Gram· 
mar, universal and of particular languages. 
The Greek and Latin The Law <If Nature and 

Classics, Nations. 
Hebrew, The Civil Law, and tho 
Rhetoric, 'fheory of Municipal Laws. 
Logic, Political Science, (Econo-
Mathematics, including my, 

Arithmetic,Geometry) Metaphysics, 
Algebra, Trigonome- Geography and Chronology, 
try, anel the Conic History, ancient and mo­
Sections, with their dern, 
application in mecha- Anatomy, 
nics and other useful Botany, 
and practical Sciences. Chemistry, 

Natural Philosophy, The Materia Medica, and 
Astronomy, The Practice of Medicine 
Ethics, in clinical Lectures. 
(;eneraIJurisprudence, 

The four following Professorships shall be now es­
tablished, to which others shall be added, as soon as 

the revenues of the College shall render it practica­
ble. 

1.-A Professor of Hebrew and Divinity. 
2.-A Professor of the Moral Sciences and Meta­

physics. 
3.-A Professor of Mathematics, Natural Philoso­

phyandAstronomy. 
4.-A Professor of Grammar, Rhetoric and Logic. 
Masters shall be procured to teach the modern 

languages, particularly French, to whom small sala­
ries shaU be allowed, and whose fees for instruction 
shall be settled by the President. Students may 
likewise receive permission from the President to 
attend instructions in the arts of drawing: dancing, 
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musie, f'enemg, riding and other polite accomplish~ 
mentl. It is requisite that the President shall have 
taken a regular degree of Master of Arts, or Bach­
lor~n Civil Law, at one of the Universities of Oxford, 
Cambridge or Dublin, in the United Kingdom. The 
Students are eligible for matriculation, at t~e age of 
fourteen years. This period is perhaps too youth­
ful, but has been adopted on account of'the limited 
means of the Country, and the custom which univer­
sally prevails in America, of introducing young men 
into business as soon as possible. 'rhe first. matri­
culation took place in the year 1803, and the first de­
gree was obtained on the 18th November, 1807.­
There have been conferred 67 degrees of A. B. 15 of 
A. M. two of B. D. one of D. D. one of B. C. L. 
and one ofD. C. L. ; besides eight honorary degrees 
of D. C. L. total 95. There are 12 Divinity scholar­
ships attached to the College, by the Society for the 
propogation of the Gospel in Foreign parts. Can­
didates for these scholarships are nominated by the 
Bishop, and appointed by the Society. The object 
of these endowments is to enable Clergymen and 
others, to educate their childen for the Ministry of 
the Church of England ; each scholar enjoying £80 
Sterling per annum, for seven years. There are also 
four scholarships on the foundation, which are each 
of the value of .£20 Sterling, and are tenable four 
years. These are designed as a reward for those 
Students who are most distinguished at the annual 
examination. There are resident at present sixteen 
Undergraduates and two Bachelors. The CoUege 
contains a large and well selected Library, and a 
"yaluablo Philosophical appanltus. 
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The buildings consist of five wooden housel UD­

der one roof. These Bays are three stories in height, 
and consist of two suits of rooms on a floor, each 
suit containing one parlour and two bed rooms, for 
the accommodation of two Students. The situation 
of the College is extremely pleasant, and the moat 

. eligible that could be selected. It is about one mile 
from the town of Windsor, which is the moat cen­
tral point in the Province. The climate is peculiarly 
healthy ; and it is remarkable that there never haa 
occurred an instance of mortality among the Students 
since the first establishment of the Institution. The 
buildings are erected upon an elevated spot, com­
manding in front a delightful view of the most im­
proved and best cultivated parts of Nova-Scotia. III 
the rear the scenery is equally fine, the landscape 
being much embelished by the meanderings of the 
Avon and St. Croix. The ground belonging to the 
College consists of about one hundred acres. The 
respectability of this establishment, its liberal endow­
ments, the learning arid exemplary conduct of ita 
officers, the number ofGentJemen whom it has educat­
ed, and the influence it exerts upon the morals and 
manners of the Country, render it au object of the 
highest importance, that it should be cherished and 
promoted. Subordinate to the University under ita 
controul, and within the limits of its grounds, is the 
Collegiate. School. The building is composed of 
free-stone, and erected at an expense exceeding six 
thousand pounds. There are apartments in it for the 
head master and his family, his ushers, and about 40 
boarders. This Seminary is in a flourishing con­
dition, and . very numerously attended. . The ayt-
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tern of education is in aoeordanee with that of 
tbe College, forwhich it is intended asa preparatory 
Academy. At the school there are also twelve Di­
vinity scholarships of £80 sterling each, which may 
be severally held for seven years, or until matricula­
tion. The object is the same as of those at the Col­
lege ; to these scholarships the Bishop also nomi­
nates, and the Society appoints. 

There is a small military post at Windsor, called 
Fort Edward, in honor of his Royal Highness the 
late Duke of Kent, which is much out of repair, and 
now scarcely tenantable. It is pleasantly and advan­
tageoullly situated on elevated land, that commands 
the entrance of both rivers. The ground originally 
reserved for military purposes in the neighbourhood 
of this Fort, was granted during the administration 
of Lord WiUiam Campbell, in the year 1767, to his 
Lordship's groom, and was afterwards purchased for 
a valuable consideration by Government. The for­
tifications it is said are to be repaired, and new and 
commodious Barracks erected. At present a subal­
tern and a small detachment are stationed there.­
Between this place and Parrsborough there are two 
Pockets, and three constantly ply between it and St. 
John, New-Brunswick. To Halifax and Annapolis 
Q. Stage Coach runs three times a week. The chief 
trade oJ-Windsor consists in the e%portation of Plas­
ter of Paris or Gypsum, to St. John and St. Andrew's, 
in New-Brunswick; from whence it is transported to 
ihe United States, and applied to agricultural pur­
posee. This fossil is no where found in the western 
pan of Nova-Scotia, but commencing in Falmouth, 
oeeura in variOWl places in the midlancl and eastellD 
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~ections, and also in the Island of Cape Breton. In 
the County of Hants, and particularly in Windsor 
and Newport, it exists in the greatest profusion. It 
protrudes itselfin Windsor in many places above the 
surface ; on the northern side of the St. Croix it rises 
into a high mural precipice for several miles, and in 
Newport it forms one continued ridge through the 
centre of that extensive Peninsula, enclosed by the 
St. Croix and Kenetcook. In aU these places it is 
accompanied and often intermingled with lime-stone, 
to which it bears a strong affinity, the one being a 
sulphate and the other a carbonate of lime. The 
ground where it occurs is generally much broken, 
and abounds with deep circular cavities, known by 
the Miners, under the name of " kettle holes," in 
which the bones of ammals and the skeletons of In­
dians have sometimes been found, who had failed in­
to these caverns, and were unable to extricate them4 
selve from their prison. 

This fossil is by"no means a solidbody,andis seldom 
found to any great extent in a compact form, or un­
broken strata of pure gypsum. Large veins of loam 
are scattered through the rocks, and red and blue 
olay, with layers of lime. It is quarried by tbe aid 
of gunpowder, and broken into suitable sizes for ex­
portation, by the pick-axe. As it enters so largely 
into the composition of the Soil, its inutility as a ma­
nure, in Nova-Scotia, has been assumed by practical 
farmers, although no regular experiments have ever 
been instituted to ascertain its effects. In the United 
States its value has been long known; and nearly one 
hundred thousand tons have been annually exported 
from different parts of the Province to that country. 
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The manner in which it operates upon vegetation 
remains enveloped in mystery. By some its efficacy 
is attributed to its power of accelerating putrefaction; 
and by others, to its absorbing moisture and impart­
ing it to the soil ; while many ascribe it to the valu­
able nutriment it affords to plants. Perhaps its ex­
traordinary powers may be more justly inferred, 
from a union of these several known peculiarities, 
than to the agency o~ anyone in particular. Besides 
gypsum and limestone, this township contains free­
stone; and indications of coal_have been discovered 
nearthe south mountain. 

The T0tJm8h.ip of Newport lies on the eastern side of 
the River St. Croix. It was granted in the year 
1761, in seventy shares, and consists of 58.000 acres. 
It contains about 1,500 acres of good dyke land, and 
!OO acres of salt marsh, besides interval. As the 
great western road passes through only its southern 
extremity, it is not so well known as many townships 
possessing far less interest and intrinsic value. Like 
Windsor, it abounds in gypsum and lime, and posses­
ses the best free-stone quarry in the Province. The 
upland, though varying in quality, is generally good, 
and the greater part of it very superior. Of this 
description is the long peninsula formed by the 
Kenetcook and St. Croix. The former is an exten­
sive and beautiful river, commencing in Douglas 
about nine miles from the Shubenacadie, and inter­
secting both that township and Newport. For nine 
miles this river is deep, ebbing and flowing with the 
tide; but above its junction with the salt water, its 
size depends in a great measure upon the season, 
being materially affected by freshets. During the 
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periodiCal rains of the spring and autumn, rafts of 
timber and sawed lumber are floated down the stream 
from a great distance in the interior. 'fhe na~cration 
of the Kenetcook, in common with that of several 
others, was until within a few yeal'S past, ob­
structed by collected heaps of drift wood) called by 
the Provincials "chokes"-and by the Acadians 
" des embarras." A large stone, a shoal or point of 
land, by detaining a floating tree, formed the foun­
dation of these masses ; which, collecting for years, 
accumulated into immense barriers, covering 1\ great 
extent of ground, and rising, in some instances, to 
a prodigious height. That on the Kenetcook was 
perhaps the large~t in the Province, and was re­
moved at a heavy expence, as a great portion of the 
wood was too much saturated with water, to admit 
of the action of fire. Newport is well cultivated,and 
comparatively thickly peopled by a native population, ' 
the descendants of New England ancestors. In point 
of scenery it is not inferior to any part ofthe county. 

The Tottm.Bhip of Rawdon lies between Douglas and 
Newport, being bounded by the former on the north 
and east, and the latter on the south and west. It 
was laid out on the 3d of August, 1784, and contains 
14,000 acres. The first inhabitants were Loyalists 
from the Carolinas, who had served under Lord 
Rawdon, the late Marquis of Hastings, in the sou­
thern colonies, and gave it its present name, in honor 
of their general. Rawdon contains no navigable 
river, nor any large body of interval, but is through­
out a tract of very good upland; and would, with 
proper management, have afforded a fine speCimen 
of the capabilities of the soil of Nova-Scotia; but 
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is about eighteen miles in extent,but is not navIgable 
at this place. The upland here is indifferent, and 
the interval was the principal attraction to the first 
iilhabitallts, who were Americans that had enlisted 
in the 84th, while-stationed on Long Island. The other 
three are promising and thriving places, the extent 
of which may be seen by reference to the statistical 
t .... ble subjoined to the description of this county. 
, The Tou:nship of Ktmpt contains 80,000 acres, but 

though previously settled, was not formed into a town­
ship until the year 1825. It is situated on the bor­
ders of the Basin of Minas, and lies between Col­
chester Bay and the mouth of the Kenetcook. It 
consists almost wholly of upland, a great part of 
which is deep and productive. At the ebb of the 
tide, the shore which is flat, is exposed to view 10r 
nearly three miles, and affords an inexhaustable sup-
ply of excellent manure, ill the alluvial deposit of which 
it is composed. In the several coves and inlets on 
this shore, there is a good cod and herring fishery. 
Kempt contains both gypsum and lime in abundance. 

Falmouth. lies between Horton arid Windsor, and is 
bounded by their external limits. The grant bears 
date, the 21st July, 1759, and conveys 50,000 acres. 
A long range ofm~untain land forms the rear-a gra­
duaUy sloping upland the centre, and a border of marsh 
the ftont of this township. Though small, it is-well 

cultivated and thickly settled, and the people' are ge­
nerally in comfortable circumstances_ Falmouth 
contains about 1184 acres of diked marsh and inter-
val, all of good quality. Neither this Township, 
Newport, Rawdon, Donglas, nor Kempt, eontaini 
any villages-Windsor being the only place- withbt 
the County that merits the appellation. 

VOL. II. 15 

Digitized by Google 



~ --

, 

POPULATION. 

)'lAKlC or THE SETTLEMENT. 

Township of Windsor 

Newport 

. Falmouth 

Rawdon 

Dougl1l8 

Kcmpt . TotaJ····· ! 

,. AGRICULTURE. 

rN
" 

CULTJ. 

VATED 
PRODUCE. 

.... I I ~ I 
~ "' ... 

I 
., 

0 III Qi 4i C c; 0 .. 
'fI .. " ..0 ..c . - -" . ., 
(; :; _ IA "; 

"' Q "' ., C .. 
I"~;; = '" = ~ " .. 2 :I: ~.!!! t... c _ -0 4) ..oc ..02 .... >. o ~;: 'c;'= '- .... d ... 

" " o ... c - b " 0 

Z~ ~ to- .= '-::: ... " ~oc:: ... :I: .. 
A 0] ~·o "..0 .. ., 

"i1 
.c~ ..c '- ..0 ..0 

:::s E cO E C = S 
-0 -'- :; Z " " 0 " ::s 
f-< Z z .3 z z 
2065 1 

6195 44~3 1Ua3i 42531 3556 884 

196°1 11035 435(1 1043i 54629 3626 52!'! 

869 3017 2190 5249 2981>6 2394/ 248 

865 5670 1586 5558 26665 J996 247 

2273
1 

9442\ 5188\ 117121 6l188\ 5436/ 430 

1i91i 2271 773 20351 9350 970 148 
-I 86271 375311 185201 46328l22794S1 199111 24861 

8TOCK. 

I~~ I ci. .; ., C 

" 'E: ..0 .... ~ rn CIl 

o .. .... '-
0 0 

.. 0 ... .. 
~~ ~ .. ., 

..0 ..0 

s e e 
::s " " z z Z 
1642 2761 864 

2781 4417 1390 

83n 1555 834 

598\ 1760 652 

2752\ 3601 1797 

563 769 390 

941" ""'I 69,,1 



116 

KING'. COUNT~ 

Is bounded, on the south by the Counties of Lun-
enburg and Hant's, on the east by Cumberland, on 
the north by the Bay of !<'undy, and on the west by 
the County of Annapolis. It contains four to\vn­
ships; Horton, Cornwallis, Parrsborough, and Ay­
!esford. 

Horton. After leaving Falmouth, and proceed­
ing on the great western road, the attention ot 
the traveller is arrested by the extent and beauty of 
a view, which bursts upon him-very unexpectedly,. 
as he descends the Horton mountains. A sudden 
turn of the road displays at once the townships of 
Horion and Cornwallis, and the rivers that meander 
through them. Beyond is a lofty and el.tended ~ain 
of hills, presenting a vast chasm, apparently bul'St 

out by the waters of nineteen rivers that empty into 
the ~ason of Minas, and here escape into the Bay of 
Fundy. The variety and extent of this prospect, the 
beautiful verdant vale of the Gaspereaux ; the 
extended township of liorton interspersed with 
groves of wood an«;l cultivated fields, and the cloud 
capt summit of the lofty cape that terminates the 
chain o~the north mountain, form nn nssemblage of 
objects, :rarely united with so striking an eRect. The 
township of Horton was settled by the English, in 
the year 1766, and contains one hundred thousand 
acres. In that part of it bordering on the basin, was 
situated the French village Minas, of which frequent 
mention is made in the history of Nova-Scotia. No 
traces of it are now to be seen, except the cellars. of 
the houses, a fE'w aged orchards, and the never fail­
ing appendages of an Acadian settlement, scattered 
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groups of willows. During the few last years of the 
oooupation of Horton by th~ FrenQh,a small deeaeh­
IP.AJnt ofrrovincials was stationed there, tokeep~ 
in subjection; and after their removal, it was c~n~i­
DUed for some time to overawe the Indians. The 
lettlements ofth.e Acadians extended from the nlQ~th 
of the Gaspereaux river, to within two miles of 1f;:ent ~ 
ville. Satisfied with the abundant crops which were 
pt~ered from their diked fields, they gave them­
,~lve~ butJittie trouble in the cultivation of the up­
It,mq, and seldom extended th"eir clearings ~Y9Dd 
~he view of their meadows. They had enclose4 ~nd 
(lultivlJteQ all the Grand Prarie, which then CWltP.in~ 
ed 2100 acres, besides smaller marshes OI;l the 'GIJS­

per~~ux, and the Horton river. The former, they 
rec:lae~4l from the sea at different periods, aUQ the 
reU1ains ,of the old dikes, which, like the c~lls of ~ 
JwpeY-Qomb, divide it into very numerous partitions, 
.though still visible, are so crumbled by the corrOding 
!JJ;\nd of time, as to be passed without diffic»l~y by 
~() .. de4 teams. From the removal of the~e p~ople in 
l7Q5, the country remained unsettled until t~e year 
J 7~O, When two hundred emigrants from Conn~cti­
c;ut we.re invited to remove thitl)er anq tak~ PQsses· 
sian of it. The delays attending their embarkation 
~n~ p~ssage, unfortunately protracted, their arrival 
uJltil th~ season was too far advanced, to "a~mit of 
their ~ai$ipg apy crops t~at year. The s~cc~e~ng 
winter was both tedious and severe, and as they h~d 
~een apc~stomed to 0. milder climate, q,n!1 th~ com·" 
fprt~ and conv,elliences of an old col O.I1Y, it wall ~­
~~~i~d 1)1 m~ch distress. Although the greqter 
~r~ Qf th~e settlers were respectllble people, yet 
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there were many idlers among them, whOle ohieC 
inducement to visit Nova-Scotia, was the provision· 
they were entitled to receive, as a bounty for their 
emigration. When the most industriou." could not 
obtain the necessaries of life without the greatest 
exertion, it is not surprising that persons of thia 
claslJ availed themselves of the first opportunity of 
quitting the country , as soon as the government ra­
tion8 were withheld. 'fhe English fOllnd the dikn 
very much dilapidated, and most of the meadows 
under water. As they were ignorant of the manner 
of rebuilding these embankments, they conteated 
themselves for many years with gathering salt grue, 
pd such other herbage as the higher parts of the 
Grand Prarie still afforded them. As they increased 
in population and aAquired experience, they at 
length succeeded in shutting ont the tide from all the 
land that had been formerly enclosed. But it was 
not untRtheyear 1810, that that extensive meadow, 
whioh is bounded by the Grand Prarie on the east, 
and W olfeville on the west, was finally enoircled by 
a substantial dike. This embankment, and the nine 
aboiteauxsconnected with it, which secure 687 acre! 
of land, were erected at an expenee of £9,858. 

The cost of keeping these dikes iII repajr, varies ac~ 
cording to their exposure, and the nature ofthe mu.. 
terials with which they are built. The annual as­
sessment for the sqpport ofthat on the Grand P,ari~, 
is upon an average about ODe "'hilling and six-pence 
per acre; while others containing less land and 
equally expoaed, arc maintained ot a: grelJ,ter eX!­
pence. This township includes about 4OQO Q,ores· 0{ 

diked land, ,e;xcll1sive of salt marshes and'inter,v,.J •. 
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The upland is hilJy, and in some places broken; and 
though embracing, like every other part of Nova­
Scotia, o{ the same' extent, a great variety of soil, 
is for the most part good tillage land. The farm­
houses are larger and better 'built than in Windsor 
or Falmouth, and few of thcm are to be seen without 
an orchard adjacent. The Packet which plies be­
tween Windsor and Parrsborongh, touches at Hor­
ton, for the convenience of those who wish to cross 
the Basin of Minas. At the upper part of this town­
ship, and near its junction with Cornwallis, is situ­
ated the village of Kent ville, containing several well 
built private houses, the Court-Housc, and Jail. It 
is distant from Halifax about seventy-two miles, and 
from Annapolis sixty, forming the central point, at 
which the stage-coaches meet, that run between 
those two towns. There is a good grammar school 
at tbis place; and it is said that the Baptists of Nova­
Scotia have it in contemplation to found an Academy 
witbin a few miles of it, which shall be open for the 
reception of the youth of every denomination, but 
under tbe particular controul of the general associ­
ation. The views in this neighbourhood are remark­
ably fine, and the formation of the land, such as to 
present a great variety in the landscape. No part 
of the Province can boast more beautiful and diversi­
fiedscenery, than the township of Horton. Beside 
the splendid prospect from the mountain just men­
tioned, and those .in tbe vicinity of Kentville, there 
are others still more interesting at n distance from 
the post road. It would be difficult to point out ano­
ther landscape, at all equal to that which is bebeli 
,from the hill, tbat overlooks the sifle of the ancient 
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village pf Minas. On either hand extend undulating 
hills richly cultivated, and intermingled with farm 
houses and orchards. From the base of these high 
lands, extend the alluvial meadows, which add 80 

much to the appearance and wealth of Horton. The 
Grand Prarie is skirted by Boot and Long Islands, 
whose fertile and well tilled fields are sheltered from 
the north, by evergreen forests of dark foliage. Be­
yond are the wide expanse of waters of the Basin of 
l\linas, the lower part of Cornwallis, and the isles 
and blue highlands of the opposite shore~. The 
chaTm of this prospect consists in. the unusual com­
bination of hill, dale, woods, and cultivated fields j 

in the calm beauty of agricultural scenery, and in 
the romantic wildness of the distant forests. Dur­
ing the summer and autumnal months, immense 
herds of cattle are seen quietly cropping the herbage 
of the Grand Prarie ; while numerous vCSlSela plying. 
on the Basin, convey a pleasing evidence of the pros­
perity and resources of this fertile district. 

The River Gaspereaux rises in the south-west part 
of the township, in a lake of the same name, situ­
ated near the source of Gold River, in Lunenburg 
County. For the first few miles, and as it flows 
through the settlement of Canaan, there is a wild 
grandeur and beauty in the scenery. It rnshes im­
petuously between two lofty and almost perpendicu­
lar hills-its bed resembling a chasm· made in the 
heart of the mountain, by some violent convulsion of 
natuTe. From this place the course of the stream is 
so serpentine, that within a small spa·ce, the hori­
zon is bounded on all sides by the hills, that in their 
circumference recede from the river, which, in thi. 

t 
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deep recess, !1Ppears1ike a emall celltral point. Heta 
a narrow foot-path winds down the precipitous steep, 

'¥,"'¥,hieh the with anit 
f1le$me daniten of rIwre descent, x:eaehee th(i 

ef the strnam, wher'¥" a sc,:"ne of indeecribeble 
beauty is presented to view. As the river pursues its 
course, the hills become more accessible, and admit 
of cultivation; at length the Ihollnteins eecefe, anit 
llUuvilll ¥y,eadowe form the of thn 

threugh which, as if :"esting fz:'om 
rn:%pidity of its prev.ious cours~ the river meanders 
with a gentle current until within a short distance of 
the post road, where salt marsh is formed by the 
Jilingling ef ite Wtl,tere with the tide. Oil 

the £,he£'e eee f56veml and 
1>R'idges. Trauts n:,re abllimdent, and VaRt quantities 
of smelts are taken in their season. Excellent sal­
mon are also obtained here, but the fish from which 
the river has derived ite nmHe, are moet h,eedHmi~ 
nant. Thero are in thie ldpiseapohan 

, two one ond two 
Mnthodiat meeting. houses; also ,eleven grist mill~, 
five saw mills, two oat mills, two carding ~hines, 
One fiax mill, and three iulling mills. 

Cm'iilDfJllzz?-Thir eotenrivo Tomnehip isbeunhed 
0:0 the notrh nf, on tbe oast by 
thn Bee"lOa of Minxk.s, on the 'Gnest by Aylesford, and 
OIl the south by the Horton river. It was settled at 
the same time with Horton, and by persons who 
emigrated TrOm the same coloey ,honnectient. The,. 
saIledt~tftee in figttt mil-

w2yed bdg of mar, m'tunting guns, 
cet&'GlIumdnd by Caytain Pigot. They arrived on tho 
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4th June, 1760, I1nd took possession ohhe lands for. 
merly occupied by the Acadians. At the place where 
they disembarked, (a point ofland ncar the town-plot 
of Cornwallis) they found sixty ox carts, and as many 
yokes, which the unfortunate French had used in 
conveying their baggage to the vessels that carried 
them away from the country ; and at the skirts of 
the forest, heaps of the bones of sheep and horned 
cattle, that, deserted by their owners, had perished 
in winter for want of food. They ~lso inet with a 
few straggling families of Acadians, Who ·had ~cap.­
cd from the . scrutinizing search of the Soldiers, at 
the remoVal of their countrymen) and who~ atraid.of 
sharing the same fate, had not ventured to till the 
land, or to appear in the open country. They had 
eaten no bread for five years, and had l5ubsisted oil 
vegetables, fish, and the more hardy part or the cat .. 
tIe, that had survived the severity of the first wintet 
of their aba.ndonment. The cultivated country bore 
a strong tesemblance to those parts of Horton which 
had been previously settled. The cleared lands 
every where skirted the meadows, and were by no· 
means extensive. On all of them were found the 
ruins of the houses, that had been burned by the 
Provincials, small gardens encircled by cherry trees 
and currant bushes, and inconside.-able orchards; or 
rather clumps of apple trees. Six hundred acres of 
marsh were secured from the sea, but in a very in .. 
different state of repair, and as many more, which 
had been enclosed, but were flooded by the salt wa .. 
ter that had broken the dikes for want of theirulual 
reparations. As the Indians were both numerous 
and unfriendly, and apprehensions entertained that 
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the few remaining French would molest the propri8J 

tors of the confiscated farms, it was deemed neces.­
sary, not only to erect stockaded houses, but also to 
station there a small detachment ft>r. their protection. 
In process of time the lrettlerscatne to a partition of 
their lands, the first division of which eonsisted of 
marsh, the second of the most valuable uplands, and 
the third of woodlots. This township is well irriga­
ted, having, besiqe a great llumber of brooks, four 
rivers-Horton; Canar. Habitant, and Pereau, all' 
extending into the country in a western direction, 
and emptying into the Basin of Minas. 'rhe first­
takes its rise ill'the Carriboo bog in Aylesford; and, 
from Kentville to its mouth, divides the townships of 

. Horton and Cornwallis{ from the former of which it 
takes its name.to Its extreme length is nearly thirty 
miles, and throughout its whole extent it is bordered' 
with diked lands· or interval, of each of which there" 
are about 350 acres i~ the township of Cornwallis. 
The second is about ten miles in length, and furnishes 
2000 acres of diked land, 600 of which have been' 
lately enclosed from the sea by an embankment, cal­
ed the Wellington dike, which was constructed at 
an expenee of about £20,708. The gt'eater portiolY 
of the latter marsh is of the most superior quality, 
having yielded in some places ,fifty bushels of wheat 
per acre. The Habitant extends the same distance­
as the latter, and furnishes about 300 acres of en­
closed alluvial land, but of an inferior description of 
BOil. There are upon this river two grist mills and 
a carding mill. . ~he Pereau is the smallest of tho 

• It i. Indifferently called by the name of either Township, and 
• a. OnOR knoWB by tho name of Corn1l'alli. river as the olhor. 
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,four, not exceeding three miles -in length ; but even 
~n this short distance there are fifty acres of diked 
land, beside a great quantity of salt marsh, that here­
after ~ay be reclaimed with advantage. The navi­
gationofthese rivers is managed with much ease in 
summer, but owing to the immense quantities of 
loose ice with which the Basin of Minas is fiUedin 
winter, they are not to be app~oach~d at that season 
withoUot danger. The Bay of Fundy.is· also inacces­
sible at the same peried, for want of an artificial har­
bour, ,at some orthe little coves and' inlets at the base 
of the mountain, that forms the northern limit of the 
township. The upland of Cornwallis is in general of 
a superior qunlity, f~ee from stone and easily tilled. 
The whole of the north mountain, from Blomedon 
.to the borders of Annapolis county, .is fit for cultiva­
tion, and the low land adjoining iUs of the ·first class 
of interval. ,Like Hort~n, Cornwallis has nume .. 
rous and extensive orohards, which are productive 
and thrifty, and both the fruit and the cider are sur­
passed by none in Nova~Scotia. From its extraordi­
nary fertility, it has been styled the .gardenofNova­
Scotia. There are 'in this Township an EpiscOpal 
Church, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Methodist, 1 Indepen. 
dent, and 8 Baptist meeting-houses; also, 16 saw­
mills, 11 grist ~ills, 2 carding machines, and J oat 
mill. 

Parrsborough.-The township of Pal'l'sborough was 
named after the late Governor·Parr,and though situa­
ted on the eastern side of tile Bason of Minas, is a~ 
pended toKing's County. There is a small village,bear­
ing the name of the township, nearly opposite to the 
extreme point of the Cornwallis mountnin,from .whence 
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the packets run to Horton and Windsol',twice:a week, 
and occasionally oftener. The distaJ}oo betwee~ 
this place and Windsor, is thirty-five miles. The 
village is overlooked by Q. bold bluff, 250 feet high, 
called Partridge Island, which, resisting the tides oi 
the Bay of Fundy, affords shelter in the summer 
~onths to vessels employed in this internal aaviga~ 
tion. Near the junction of this township with Col~ 
chester, is a bearitiful group of Islands, five in num .. 
ber, and generally known as the FIve Islands. ' They 
rise abruptly from the sea, and present a very pic, 
turesque ap~earance. 'rhe most remarkable is one 
that stands in advaqce of the others, and from the 
constant attrition of the water on its base (which is 
composed of a softer substance, than the superincum­
bent mass) presents, the 'c~rious phenomena of a 
leaning tower, and casting a 'dark broad shade be .. 
neath it, seems as if ready to*' tumble into the sea, 
from the overhanging weight of its summit. Th~ 

land in this township is much broken and hilly, and 
the shore, trom Partridge Island to Advocate harbour, 
tJOnsists chiefly of a high rocky cliff, beyond which 
are lofty· hills, but the soil on the summit as well as 
~opes of these produces' allhlnd of vegetable[l and 
grain. 'About two miles from the village is the Pa­
rish Church.· From this place to' Francklin manor, 
the lanqs on both si~es of the road to Cumberland 
were, in the year 1774, sul>divided into farm lots, and 
pfl"ered for sale at the rate of six.-pence per acre, but 
a.t thqt period such was the low estimation in 'which 

, l'he reader i. referred fttr a lJIinl!te account of the Geology 
and Kin!lralogy of this District, to> a very interesting article iq 
J)r. Silliman's Journal of Science, drawn up hy Charles Jackso" 

- Ilnd Prancia Alger, ES'lrs. and publishll!i in the number for Octo­
ber,1628, 
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the Country was held, that not a single sale could be 
effected. In 1788, and at subsequent periods, they 
were again divided into sixty farm lots of 250 aerea 
each, and were granted to such families as were 
inclined to accept of them. Besides'this settlenwnt 
there nre several ,others in Parrsborough, that are 
in a thriving and prosperous condition. ' 'fhe inhabi­
iants experience much inc<?nvenience from the iIi­
terventionol the Baeon of Minas, between ParrS­
borough and KentvilJe, where the public offices are 
);leld.' 'fhe Bason is a large reservoir that receives 
the wat~rs of nineteen rivers (Pereau, Canar, Habi­
tant, Horton, Gaspereaux, Hl1lfway, Avon, St. Cro~ 
Kennetcook, Cackmagon, Shubenacadie, Salmon, 
North, Chegenois, Deburt,Great Village, Porteau­
pique, Bass, and Diligent rivers)· from whence they 
escape between Partridge Island and Blom'edon; into 
the Bay of Fundy; Outside of the strait the tides 
are rapid but regular, and although the wind, when 
blowing in an opposite 'direction to the.current, rell­
ders'the'sea uneven and violent, ~t has no effect on 
the tides. Within it. the 'rise of the tide is greater than 
in any part of America. From the entrance of tho 
~ay to this place, the velocity of the current increases 
in. proportion as it advances. From Cape'Sable, the 
Jlood passes through the Seal Islands and Bald 'fus­
kets, towards the north-west at the rate" of two or 
three knots. Obstructed by these Islands, its'rate ,is 
increased to four or five knots; thence taking tho 
course of the shore, it flows past Cape St . .Mary's, 
and thence towards Brier Island. As ,the Boy be­
comes narrower, this vast body of water rushes for-

• These are exclusive of the tributary streams of the larger r~ 
wel'll. 
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ward with greater rapidity, and fills the' Bason of 
Minas and Cbignecto, with vast impetuosity. At the 
latter place it rises in spring tides as high as se~ 
venty feet . 

.!lylcsfora lies between Wilmot and Cornwallis. It 
was settled .chiefly by Loyalists, in 1784. The post 
road passes through its front, which is an extensive 
sand plain. The quality of the land on the north 
mountain, and of the interval that adjoins it, is simi.­
lar to that of the western parts of Cornwallis. 

A more minute' description of these Townships 
would fail to be interesting to the general reader. 
The process by which the wilderness is. converted 
into a fruitful country, although necessarily slow is 
uniform. As the population becomes too numerous 
for the cultivated parts, the young men either extend 
the frontiers of the Townships, or penetrate into the 
depth of the forest. Far from embellishing, their 
first operations deform the beauty of .the landscape •. , 
The graceful forest is prostrated, and the blackened 
remains of the half burned wood and the unsightly 
stumps still remain. In p.rocess of time the appear­
ance of the country is again .changed. E.very year 
pours forth, in an increased ratio, new -laborers, un­
til their scattered clearings approx.imate 011 every 
side, and the rudely constructed Ipg huts are suc­
ceeded by well built houses. Time, that crumbles 
into dust the exquisite monuments of art, cherishes 
"nd foste~s their improl'cments, until at length lii1Js~ 
vales, groves, streams and rivers, previously con~ 
cealed by the inte;minable forest, delight the eye of 
the beholder in their diversified:succe.t'.8ion. 
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COU~-TY OF Ll1~ENBUaG. 

The County ofLunenburg~as formed on the 17th 

of August, 1754, andis boundedqs follows :-On the 
east by the Counties of Hante and Halifax; on the 
north by the Counties of King's and Annapolis; on 
the west by Queen's County, and on the south by 
the Atlantic Ocean. It extends from east to wesi 
forty miles, and its extreme width is thirty-five miles, 
exclusive' of the space occupied by nearly three hun­
dred islands, which lie scattered in groups along itg 
shores and harbors. It containS three Townships­
Chester, Lunenburg and New Dublin. After pas-­
sing the boundary of Halifax County, the first Bay 
we'st of St. Margaret's is Mahone, which, though. 
differently formed, is equally extensive. It is separa­
ted from the former by the high lands of Haspata-­
goe'n, which m~y be discerned at a distance of sevell 
or eight leagues. There are a great number of small 
Isle-nds within the Bay, which afford good anchorage' 
und assist in forming the I!!nug and commodious hat-

. bour of Chester. Most of these Islands-ate in a state 
of nature, but the great Tancook is settled, and con­
tains thirty families, who derive their subsistence 
wholly from tiiling the land. Fromthese Islands to 
the head of Mahone Bay, a10ng the western shore, 
arc several places affording perfect security for ships 
of the line. On the north side of the Bay and nine 
miles from its mouth is situated the town of 

Ch.uter. I t was erected into a township in the year 
1760, and settled by thirty families, amounting to 
148 persons of both sexes, who emigrated from 
New-},;ngland, and brought with them theil' stock, 

of cattle. Twenty-four years after the arrival of 
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these people, (1784) they were joined by a number 
of Loyalists, who being unacquainted with agricul­
ture, expended their property in unprofitable pur­
suits, nnd becoming disappointed and discouraged, 
returned to the United States. They were succeed­
ed by several Gcrman families from the neighbour­
hood of Lunenburg, who being a laborious and in­
dustrious people, laid the foundation of a permanent 
and thriving settlement: the populiltion of which is 
now upwards of 2000 souls. The ,township extenda 
twelve miles on the road to Windsor, seYent~en to­
wards Halifax, twel ve anel a half towards Lunen­
burg, and twenty in the direction of Sherbrooke. 
The land is in general covered with spruce and fir 
timber, capable of cultivation, and well irrigate d.­
'rhe town, which is distant from Windfilor thirty-five, 
and from Halifa1i forty-five miles, is conveniently si­
tuated, as J'espects its internal communication, foreign 
and coasting trade, and the fisheries. There is a 
reservation in a central situation of three town lots 
for a Court House, Jail, and School House; but not 
being a Shire town, these buildings have not yet 
been erected. The only public edifices are a church 
and Baptist meeting-house, tRc former of which, a 
neat and well finished building, is situated on an emi­
nence in the centre of the town, commanding an ex­
tensive view of the harbour, and its numerous and 
beautiful Islands. There are fourteen schooners and 
sloops owned at Chester, which are engaged during 
the greater part of the year in the coasting trade, 
aifording easy and frequent communication with Ha­
Hfax, LUBenburg, and Liverpool. A great portion of 
the exports consist of lumber of various kinds, for 
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the manufacturing' Of which there are seven saw. 
mills. There are also in the township two grist miUs 
and one hulling mill. 'l'he principal rivers are Mid­
dle river and Gold river. The latter takes it rise 

in the heights that divide the waters that fall 
into the Bay of Fundy, from those which run towards 
the Atlantic; and after passing through the settle­
ment of Sherbrooke, and spreading occasionally into 
lakes of various sizes, empties itself into the bay, 
about six: miles from the town. Indications of coal 
have been discovered about a mile froUl Chester,and 
lime, yellow-ochre, and pipe-clay~ ore found ill seve­
ral places. On the west it is bounded by 

Lunenburg.-This township, next to Halifax, is the 
oldest settlement formed by the English Government 
in Nova-Scotia. As soon as the emigrants at the ca­
pital were in a situation to accommodate others with 
shelter nnd assistance, the necessary steps were 
immediately taken by His Majesty's Government, 
for the conveyance of foreigners from Em'ope, to 
form a new township on some of the adjacent har­
bours. A proclamation was sent over to Germany, 
inviting people to remove to No,,·n-Scotia, agents 
appointed to receive applications, and public notices 
set up· in several populous towns, explaining the 

• • The following is a translation of that published at Rotteldam, 
In 1750 :-

Whereas, His Britannic Majesty's Lords Commissioners of Trade 
and Plantalions. have, durinlr the llllt year, transported a great 
number of persons to Nova-Scotia, in North Amari('a, they have 
appointed Mr. John Dick, merchant and trader in Rotterdam, to 
agree with all those German Protestants and other Foreigners, who 
.hall desira to scUle in said Province, and are willing to become 
Briti.b 'UbjecIB, respecting tho payment ofthllir passage from Rot­
terdam to the said Provincc, on reasonable t"rms, and to grant 
them, in consideration thereof, the following advant.ge .. 

ht. There .hall be assigned and distributed to each foreigner, 
&fty acre. of luli, free from all rent and taxel for ten yeUII ; after 
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nature of Jhe encouragement that would be given to 
emigrants. In cor.sequence of these advertisements, 
many persons were induced to dispose of their effects, 
and enter their names at the oflice of the agent at 
Rotterdam, from whence 180 Germa1l8 and Swiss 

that no one ahall pay more than one EhiJIing yearl,. for .aid fifty 
acres, so given him. 

2d. Besides the fifty IIcres, there aha II be a88iglled to every fo­
Teigner who h •• a family. and to e\'ery member or the eoame, wife 
and children included, ten additional Rcres on the same terma, lind 
8till further privileges shall be granted to each one. according to 
his skill in cultivlAtioB of 1IIId, and in proportion to the inereuo of 
his family. 

3d. All who are w:lling to accept the aforesaid prop0lal ••• ball 
110 maintained with their fam.Les, 1'1111 twclve months afler their ar­
rivlIl in the laid Province. 

"th. They shall be provided with as many IIrms and u mach 
ammunition us ~hall be considered nece'suy. together with a 8Um­
cient quantity of materials Dnd impltlmento for hou,e-keeping. c:ear­
ing and culllv;.ting their land,. ereclinl! hahilQtion~, promoling the 
f.aheries, and wilh other art,dtl. necessary for thcir Bllb.i,lance.­
That lIuch Foreigners os shall desire 10 ~ellie in the af ... resaid Pro­
vince, may have sufficient informal ion re;pecting the same. it may 
be menlioned that tbe said Province of Nova-Sr.otia is under tb. 
Gominioll of the CruM'o of Grent Brilain in North "ruerica, and 
aitRated between the 45th and 51st degrees of North Latitude. 
Tbe aiz or climate is very healtby, and the aoil as productive and 
fertile as that of' any olher British colony whalevp.r, since, by good 
cultivation, it yields an abundance of every thing necessary for tb. 
support of life-grain, hemp, flax, &c. 'fhe sea coast abound. 
wilh a. great a variety of fifh 01 any part of the American COI.t, 
and is particularly well silualed for shipping and trade. being fur­
nillhed with numerous secure and convenient harbollls. For these 
reaaons during the lut ycar, a pat number of 8rili6h subjects and 
Foreigners ,,-ent thilher and sellled. under Iho regulalion of • 
careful and prudent person, commi8Biulled for that pur.polll by 
His Majesty, and Ihrongh their diligence ar:d exertions, have al­
ready made liuch uncommon progress, that they havo bUilt a to"-D 
of between tllree and four hundred bouses. These colonists al. 
re.dyenjoy all t~ele advantages in a bigh degree. The plan of. 
civil government il the same as is U!lual in the British Colonies in 
America, and in accordance with the laws and privileges already 
.. tablished there by h_is Majesty's authority. It bas been put ia 
force al far as the number and preRent circumstances of the inha­
bitants will admit. and will be carefully and zealously proceeded 
in. accord;ng to the increase of the col!)ny. which. under divine 
bl ... ing ilDd usiBtance,may be exper.ted j every volunteer,therefore, 
"'ho has come to the resolulion of complying with the abote pro, , 
posal, will please to oblain a license Irom his Government. and 
therewith apply eilher directly to Mr. John Dick, or to his Agent 
in Franckfort, on the Mayne, who may be found by enquiring of 
John Adam Oheliliagen, sbip master, who reside8 at tho Saxenb .... 
len Bridge. 
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embaiked in the Anne, and arrived at Halifax in tile 
,_" J 150. Tile rocky coast, the interminable fo­
rest, and the sterility of the soil, struck them with 
dismay and astonishment; and the toil and privaU,oJJS 
which the people of Halifax underwent, Dut too 
_.ongly depicted the miseries they were destined to 

endure. 

On the 13th of July, 1751, arrived ship Speelwell 
121) !: 

Do. Pearl 125 t ~.~ 
1 Gr1.I Do. Ga e 131 0"CI 

Do. Murdock 206 ~:; 

with· 

The year following there arri ved from Rotterdam 
in the Speedwell - ] 37 

Do. Pearl 149 

Do. Betty 102 

Do Gale 182 
Do. Sally 116 

In 1'763 the Speedwell brought 65 
Andtlt.e Swan of Sm. 80 

And mbar ships at different times - 71 

---
Total 1615. 

A sufficient number having arrived to form a new 
township, and it being deemed e~pedient, to settle 
·these people together, *Merliguesh or MalegashBay, 
W811 selected,.on account of the beauty and safety of 
the harbour, the fertility of the land, and its vicinity 
,to the new capital. A plan for a town having been 
fimw·n up and approved by Governor Hopson, 1453 
~rsona we1'~ embarked at Halifax on the 28th ~,y:, 

• ,An -ladian 'wl)rd. eignifying milky· bay. in reference to ifs ap­
pearanee in. storm. 
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1'7M, and arrived at ltlerliguesh 011 the 7th of JIUI4' 
following. Having landed their effects, aAd CIH a 
rood from the shore to the hill that overlooks the 
harbour, they erected a block house for its d~fence, 
aDd after clearing the ground of the timber w~ 
which it was covered, they laid the fouadatiOll of. 
town, to which they gave the name of Lunenburg. 
It was laid out according to the plan into ~ div~ 
sions, and every settler drew a town lot and a gar .. 
den lot, and was required to enclose the same, a,ad 
erect suitable buildings thereon without delay. A 
regiment of militia was then organized by .,atrick 
Sutherland, Esq. Lieutenant-Colonel, and Leonard 
C. RudoJph, MajOl" ; and as the Indians were very 
numer~us, and exceedingly hostile, murdering ev~ 
man who ventured alone into the woods, nine block­

'hoUlleS were ~uilt, to form a line of defences for the 
town, and the settlement enclosed with a fen«;e of 
pickets, sharpened at the points, .and firmly ~t in 
thegrcikJnd. The arduo\ls duties performed by th~ 
militia at thE'se posts, in scouting parties, and in de., 
fending stockaded houses, and the numbers slain by 
the Indians, discournged the settlers, and rendered 
th~m discontented with their situation, and dissatis~ 
tied. with Government. While the temper of the 
people was soured by these hardsh~ps and misfor .. 
times, a report was industriously spread among them, 
that they had been defrauded of a large portion of 
the provisions and stores, destiued for their use. As 
they ho.d been aU auppJied with fire-arms, they de. 
termined to redress their own grievances, the civil 
.u.thority was overpowered, and nearly the whole 
of the settlers were in a state of open rebellion. A 
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'strong body of troops was immediately dispatched 
from Halifax, and this state of general insubordina­
'tion was not subdued without ,much trouble on the 
part of the public officers. Two of the ringleaders 
having been shot, and the most satisfactory assuran­
ces given, both of the pardon of past offences, and of 
-the falsehood of the reports upon which they had 
acted, the insu,rgents submitted, and were disarm-' 
oed. Four hundred and fifty-one stand of firelocks 
were surreIldered, and lodged in the King's stores, 
and the people dispersed at their various employ­
ments: 'rhe following year, (1754) supplies-of cattle 
were received irom the' agents of Government, a­
mountingt074cows, 967 sheep, 114 swine, 164 goats, 
and a great quantity of poultry, and were distributed 

I among the settlers, according to their conduct and 
characters. Every two families of good character re­
ceived one cow and one sheep, or six sheep, 
one sow and six goats between thein. 
~ Every two single men of good character drew 4 
sheep and 1 sow between them. Every-two ofindif..­
ferent character drew 4 sheep, 1 sow. Every two of 
bad character, drew 8 sheep, 1 sow. Twoyears af­
terwards this stock was augmented by a portion of the 
confiSCt\ted property of the Acadians. A party of 
armed men,consisting of fifty rank and file, under the 
command of Captain Steignford,marched through the 
woods from Lunenburg to the Basin of Minas, and 
collected and drove off upwards of120 head ofhorn­
ed cattle, and a number of horses. Afte~ infinite la­
bour, they succeeded in conducting to Lunenburg 
sixty oxen and cows, but the rest of th!l cattle and 
all the horses died during the journey of fatigue and 
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bunger. In 1754 there were 819 houses erected, and 
forty huts, several of which were not yet inhabited, 
and during the following summer the Church of St. 
John was built by Government. Until the ) 4th of 
June of this year the inhabit~ts had been supplied 
with provisions at the public expense, when. this al-

'lowance was withheld, except from the aged and in­
firm, ~ho still continued to draw their rations. But 
notwithstanding the encouragement they received, 
little progres~ was made in Agriculture on account. 
of the continued hostility of the Indians, who carried 
off many of the settlers capti veSl, and killed and scalp­
ed others. In consequence of these depredations, 
both at Lunenburg and Halifax, Governor Lawrence, 
by proclamation, offered a reward of £30 for every. 
ma~e indian prisoner, above 16 years of age, and £25 
for his scalp, with a proportionable reward for wo­
men and children, when brought in alive or scalped. 
The premiums were, however, wholly unattainable 
by these . foreigners, who were ignorant ofthe coun­
try, and unaccustomed to marching through the 
woods, and \V ho, if they succeeded in discovering th~ 
traces ofth~ir enemies, too-often found to their. cost, 
that these tracks were made for the purpose of lead~ 
ing them into ambush. 'Thia.state of warfare conti­
nued until the year 1760, when a peace with the 
savages relieved them from any further apprehcIl­
sions from this merciless enemy ; but some ide~ may 
be formed of its effects from thc census of the Inh,a. 
bitants, by which it appears that there was an in~ 
crease of o.nly seven souls in seven years. From 
this period they began to settle lands at a distance 
from the town, erect saw mills and grist mills"and 

Digitized ~ Google 



136 

bulld small vessels to carry the produce of their (anne 
to market, and in a short time they were able to sup­
ply the fleet, the army, and the inhabitants· at Hali­
fux with vegetables. Until the commencement of 
the rebellion of the old colonies Lunenburg advanced 
steadily,though not rapidly,in population and wealth, 
but during the continuance of the war, it met with 
repeated losses, by the capture of its vessels, and 
~ once plundered by the enemy. On the 1st July, 
1'782, six sail of American Privateers, under the com­
mand a Captain Stoddard, consisting of one Bri­
gantine, one large ·schooner, mounting sixteen 
guns, two small schooners, one sloop, and one row 
galley full of armed men arrived at Lunenburg, 
where they landed ninety men, and surprised the 
town, and having taken, with the loss of three men 
killed, a block house which was defended by Colo­
nel Creighton, and his domestic servants, they plun­
dered the place, burned several dwelling houses, and 
carried away and destroyed property to the amount of 
~12,OOO; upon threatening to burn the town, several 
respectable inhabitants executed a Bond for the ran­
som oftbe place, by which they undertook to pay the 
captors one thousand pounds. During the remain­
der of the war, they were in constant dread of a re· 
petition of the visit. In the year 1788, peace was 
proclaimed to the great joy of the Inhabitants, who 
being thus relieved from the fear of, the enemy, 
turned their attention to the improvement of their 
farms, and in the year 1791 the census exhibited a 
great increase in the population. 

Families, 

Township of ~ 388 Number of souls 2213 
Lunenburgh 5 
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Chester 
New Dublin 

187 

110 
85 

Total Number 578 

Number of souls 591 
Do. 448' 

Do. 8241 
War was no sooner declared by the United States, 

in the year 1812, than the American privateers were 
again on the coast, and committed great depredations 
on their trade, before they could receive the neces­
sary protection. The former temporary fortification. 
of the place had been suffered to decay, an:d it be­

. came necessary to erecl four new Block-houses, one 
on the hill commanding the town, which mounted 
two nine and four twelve pounders, two small guns, 
and two brass field pieces ; another on the site of 
Fort Boscawen, built of stone and wood, mounting 
four twelve pounders--a third at lower La Have, and 
n fourth at Kingsburg. Althongh the coast was re­
peatedly visited by privateers, the naval force on the 
Ilalifax station prevented any well grounded fears 
ora landing of the enemy. In June) 1813, two men­
of-war (a 74 and a frigate) were seen chasing an 
armed vessel into Mahone Bay. 'rhe alarm guns 

. were immediately discharged at the block-houses and 
out-ports, and the militia, obedient to the summons, 
assembled from all the adjac~nt country. The move-' 

. . . 
menta of the ships were closely observed from their 
first appearance in the 'afternoon . until sun-down, 
when they came to anchor. The boab! were then 
hoisted out and ~lanned, and proceeded in chase of 
the schooner; but b~fore they reached her, a dread­
ful explosion took place, and an immense cloud of 
smoke was seen arising from. her. Not knowing 
whether it was a British or American force, much 
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anxiety prevailed among the inhabitant!!, who lay 
upon their arms all night. The next day a boat ar­
riyed, with six American prisoners, dreadfully wound­
ed and mutilated, most of whom suffered immediate 
amputation. The 74 proved to ~e the La Hogue, 
and the other ship His Majesty's frigate the Orpheus, 
who having fallen in with the American privateer, 
the Teaser, had chased her into Mahone Bay. One 
of the officers of the privateer, who had formerly de­
serted f~om the La Hogue, knowing the· fate that 
awaited him, if captured, an~ failing in his attempts 
to inspire the crew with the same spirit of despera1e 
resistance, which he felt to be necessary for his own 
safety, set fire to the magazine and blew up the. ves­
sel, together with upwards of one hundred men on 
board of her, only six of whom survived the awful 
explosion.· At the close of the war, Lunenburg, in 
common with every other part of Nova-Scotia, felt 

: the effects of the peace, in the depression of prices, 
the stagnation of business, and the scarcity of money; 
but the industry and frugality of, the people soon 
enabled them to surmount these difficulties, and it 
is now in a very flourishing state. The town of Lu­
nenburg is situated on a peninsula, and is built on 
-the side of a hill of moderate ascent, and when ap­
proached by water, presents a neat and pleasing ap­
pearance. The harbour is about a quarter of a mile 

/ deep, and half a mile wide, of easy access, and pos­
.sessing good anchorage. It is sheltered by Crosst 

\ Island, which lies near its entraRce, and is about 30 
feet high, containing two hundred and fifty-three 

• Tbe namber of men 01) board of tbe Privateer bal been vari­
ously reprllsented ; in one accollnt, it is siad hot to bave exceeded 
one -balf of tbe amount above Itated. t A light is to be let here. 
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acres. Inside of this Island t1).e water is deep, de~ 
creasing as it approaches the wharves, alongside of 

which it is from twelve to fourteen feet. The town 
is constructed on a regular plan, the streets cro~sing 
each other at right angles. It contains upwards of 
two hundred and thirty dwelling houses, stores and 
other buildings, many of which are spacious, sub. 
stantially built, and neatly finished. There are in 
Lunenhurg, four places for public worship. An Epis .. 
copalian, a Lutperan, and reformed Calvinist church, 
and a Methodist Chapel, all of which have numerous 
congregations, and are respectably attended. The 
Calvinist Church was erected about two years- ago, 
and is the neatest country church in the P~ovince. 
The other public buildings are a large and eommodi .. 
ous Court-House and Jail. The number of vessels 
belonging to the Co~nty, the greater part of which 
are owned at this place, is upwards of an hundred. 
They' are employed in foreign trade, in coasting, and 
in the fishery. Some estimate may be made of the 
extellt of the former, from the duties paid at the 
office of Excise, which amounted,in the year 1827, to • 
£3,709 12s. 5d. 'and from the circumstance of there 
being twenty two stores in the town, containing ge· 
neral assortments of British Manufactures, and'West 

, . 
India produce. The foreign trade is carried on with 
the West Jndies, :Newfoundiandand Quebec. In the 
intercourse witlI the former nineteen vessels are em­
ployed, whose united tonnage amounts to more than 
1500 tons. The annual export of cod fish, is stated 
to be about ,twenty thousand quintals, nearly one 
thi.'ta of which is the produce of the shore fishery. 
The export of mackarel is obtained at Canseau. 
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and the fishery on 'the coast, and the oil procluced 
Irom the cod and dog fish, is furnished by its· own 
fishermen. For salmon it is altogether dependant 
upon the Labrador. 'rowards the autumn of the 
year the traders occasionally assort their. corgoes 
with potatoes, fish, and lumber, and if they reach 
the Islands before the English ships arrive, they of-

. ten yield a very handsome freight. The surplus re­
turns of rum, sugar, molasses, &0. are sol~ either at . 
Halifax, Quebec, or Newfoundland. The trade with 
the latter affords a: market for the agricultural pro­
duce of the county, consi~ting of cattle, vegetaQles, 
and fresh meat, for which fish are invariably receiv­
ed in payment. 

From Lunenburg there are roads to lIalifax, Hor­
ton, Liverpool, and Annapolis, which, for the want 
of intermediate settlements, and on account of the 
roughness of the land through which they pass,have 
been hitherto but imperfectly formed, and sustained 
with difficulty, but the late interior improvements of 
the Country have rendered them objects of more im­
portance, and they are now engrossing the peculiar 
care of the Legislature. The sea board in this vici­
nity is indented with several deep Buys, and may 
tie sQid to be formed by a succession of peninsuJas, 
that are all thickly inhabited, in addition to which 
the river "La Have gives it an extensive inland navi­
gation. The only remaining objects deserving notice 
in this neighbourhood are the Ovens, which consist' 
of three deep 'caverns, in the stratum of rock that 
forms the sea wall. 'fhey have derived the name 
from their peculiar shape. . The largest is said to be 

. nearly sixty feet in length. In stormy weathe~ the 
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waves dash completely over the entrance of them 
all, ahd on such occasions, they are represented as 
makin~ a loud report; similar to the rapid and con­
tinued discharge of cannon. 

TOtMSkip of Ne.lJJ Dublin. This town!:lhip is situat­
ed upon the harbour and river of La Have, and was 
granted in the year 1760 to 260 proprie~ors from the 
Colony of Connecticut, very few of whom. made any 
attempts at settlement, and those who did,remained 
there but three months, and then abandoned the 
place. The lands have been since re.·granted to Ger-. 
·mans and other persons. At theentranceandin the 
outer harbour of La Have, th~re are, as in Chester 
Bay, 'very many beautiful Islands affurding shelter 
for vessels, and convenient places for curing and dry:: 
ing fish. The western point· of ,the Bay, Cape La 
Have,is an abrupt cliff 107 feet above the sea, distnnt 
18 leagues from the entrance of Halifax. One mile 
S. E. ofthis Cape I.ies the great Black Rock, ten feet 
high; and one hundred feet long, with deep water 
round it. The inner harbour is formed by the river 
which is very capacious nnd navigable for fifteen 
miles. At the entrance is a bar, with twelve feet on 
it at low water, and sixteen at full tide .. Inside of 
-the·bar there are eight fathoms of water, with gra-. 
dual soundings to eighteen feet for nine miles. "Fir .. 
teen miles from the mouth of the harbour there isa 
bridge across the river. From this place it ruils a 
north westerly course for five miles, when it sepa­
rates into tw~ branches, one of which runs in the 
. direction. of Annapolis thirty miles, and the other, 
passing through the'settlement of New Germany, 
communicates with an extensive chain of lakes, and 
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may be traced to the lame spri~gs that feed the 
Gaspereaux ,river that falls int,o the Basin of Minas. 
There are two water-falls on this river, one called 
La Have falls, situated three miles above the bridge, 

\ 

where the whole body of water contained in the -
- main .river, rushes with inconceiva~le rapidity, over 
a precipice of twenty feet. The other called, the In­
dian falls, situated six r.niles higher on one of it~ 
branches, though discharging only half the quantity 
of water, presents a cataract of much greater height 

.. a.nd beauty. There are upwards of thirty Saw MiIl~ 
fed by this ri~er, and a number of vessels are annu­
ally loaded here for qreat Britain, with timber,Jum­
ber, and staves. Cod fish, sturgeon, halibu,t, salmon, 
shad, alewives, herrings, &c. are caught in great 
abunc;lance.here. At the entrance of the river, abQut 
two miles above the bar, may be traced the remains 
of the French Fort, commenced abo.ut 200 years ago. 
In this township, there is no tow:n, and the settlers 
are dispersed on the banks of the rivers. The land 
immediately round the harbour is stony and mo.un·· 
tainous, abounding witl\ hemlock, spruce, black 
birch, beech, oak, and pines. Behind Cape La Have 
is si~uated Palmerston Bay, at the head' of which is 

.Petit river, whose waters take their- rise at a great 
distance in the Country. There are ~nny valuablo 
farms.on the borden of this river. 

, 
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QUEEN'S COUNTY, 

Is bounded 011 the east by the County of Lunen­
burg, on the north by the County of Annapolis-, on 
the west by the County of Shelburne, and on the 
south by the Atlantic ocean. It contaips two town· 
ships (Liverpool and Guysborough,). and several set­
tlements. After passing the bounds of Lunenburg 
County, the fi~t harbour is Port Medway, which is 
remarkable both for its navigable capacity, and its 
consequence as a fishing station. The entrance is 
marked by a high hill on the -western, and by low 
ragged Island ,on the southern side,and varies in depth 
from five to f<?u~teen fathoms. During the past year 
eleven ships have been loaded there ~ith .timber for 
the English market. Great quantities of salmon, 
mackarel, and alewives, are taken at this place,and 
~he Shore and Labrador fishery are hoth prosecuted 
with activity. There are upwards of twenty families 
resident in the settlement, Who have erected a.Bap­
tiSt meeting-house and school house. A short dis­
tance up the river is Mill Village, situated about six 
miles to the eltstward of Livel'pool. Several respec­
taQle and wealthy families reside at this place, which 
contains a number of well built houses, a spacious 
Methodist chapel, and a school-house. The land in 
the ~icinity is better, and more suitable for agricuI­
tur~, than any other part of the _county. There are 
several mills here, built upon the most approved con­
struction, Ilt which a great quantity of lumber is 
prepared for exportation. In addition to the other 
natura] resources of this place, there is an abundant 
supply of alewives, of which the inhabitants some­
times take three thousand barrels in one season. 
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The town of Lit1erpool is built on a harbour of the 
sanie name, formerly known by the French 88 the 
harbour of Rosignol. It lies twenty-five leap .. 
west of Sambro light house, and fourteen milel weat 
of Cape La Have. Coffin's Islaad, and the westera 
shore, form a deep bay, afi'Of'ding good. anchorage for 
large ships. On the southern _end of the IsIaDd 
stands a light house, 'which was commenced on tho 
30th .May, 1811, and completed the 81st Dee. 1816 .. 

Diameter at the Base 28 feet 

Heigh t - - - - - - - 60 
Lanterns diameter 17 
Height - 42 
'fotal Height 75 

It is said to be the best on the coast, andis distin­
guished from n:JI others, by its light revolving every 
two minutes. It hus fourteen Argand lamps, with 
well polished reflectors, and may be seen ordinariIy 
fifteen miles. Nature has ~or~ed a very convenient 
inlet at this Island, which affords a safe retreat for 
coasting vessels, and as the beach is well suited for 
curing fish, most of the Labrador fares are landed 
here for that purpose. It is computed that 20,000 
quintals may be spread upon it at one time. Liver­
pool harbour never freezes over, and is accessible at 
all seasons of the year, but is attended with the seri­
ous inconvenience of having a bar across the en­
trance of the river, with only nine feet of water atthe 
ebb and but fifteen at full tides. Large vessels there­
fore are -occasionally compelled to anchor at a dis­
tance of three miles at Herring Cove, a small viJl8~, 
containing about thirty families. 'Liverpool wal!l first 
settled inthe year 1760, by a number of pel'llODS who 
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removed from Massachusets. They were attracted 
thither~ by its well sheltered harbour, its extensive 
river, aad its extraordinary salmon fishery. Like 
all of the early emigrants to Nova-Scotia, they ex­
perienced during the first· few years after their ani­
val most severe pri v:ations, and were compelled one 
winter to _ subsist wholly upon wild rabbits. I~ the 
year 1762, they were increased to eighty families, 
and in the year t 764, during the administration of 
Governor Wilmot, the settlement was formed into a 
township, containing 100,000 acr~s, and divided into 
200 shares. Liverpool is surrounded by hills, enjoys 
a fine air, and is well supplied with excellent water. 
It contains 1-50 dwelling houses, 50 commodious stores 
and warehouses, with. 26 wharves for the conveni-

I 

ence of vessels. The public buildings are an Epis-
copal church, a Methodist chapel, and a Congrega­
tional Meeting house, all handsomely finished, a 

. Court-House and Jail, a block house and a· school 
AOll[le, capable of receiving 200 scholars. The latter 
was built at the expense of James Goreham, Esquire, 
who presented it to the town in 1805. Liverpool is 
the befit built town in Nova-Scotia. Th«} houses are 
spacious, substantially good, and well painted, and 
there is an air of regularity and neatness in the place, 
which distinguishes it from every other town in the 
Province. Upon entering the inner harbour, the 
most conspicuous object is the draw-bridge, over the 
Liverpool river. It was built in the year 1816, by a 
joint stock Company, in whom the property is vested 
by law for fifty years. The toll is regulated by the 
Gnmd Jury and Court"'of Sessions. It is 1100 feet 
loll@', and sufficiently wide to admit of two carriage. 
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paasing each other. It is supported by piles, and haa 

hitherto withstood the effects of the freshets and the 
ice in a manner to leave no doubt -as to its durability-_ 
The expence of its erection amounted to £4000, 

upon which it returns an interest Qfnearly 4 per cent. 
The trade of Liverpool is in n flourishing condition at 
present. There nre 56 sail ofships~ brigs and schoo­
ners owned at this place, besides small craft, the 
united tonnage of which is 4,150 tons. This ship­
ping is employed in the European, West Indian an_d 
Coostingtrade, and in the Labrador and Shore fish­

ery. The new commercial regula~on8 have aug­
mented its commerce, and have occasioned a vast in .. 
crease in its coasting trade. One of the principal1'&. 
sources of Liverpool is its export of Lumber, sup­
plied by inexhaustible forests, that surrourtd it. The 
exteosive river which falls into the harbour, and the 
numerous lakes connected- with it, render the trans­

portat.ion of this article easy and cheap. The river 
fishery, which was one of the principal attractions to 
the early settlers, and sometimes supplied them with 
1,000 barrels ()f Salmon in a season, though much in­
jured by the erection ofMill~, is still productiv~, and 
at the mouth of the harbour great quantities of mac­
karel and herringa are taken every year in seins. 
a short distance up the river, there is another wood~ 
en bridge about 300 feet in length, situated near the 
"falls," a beautiful cascade, around which are settled 
60 families. I~ the year 1813 Liverpool was visited 
by a very extraordinary influx of the sea. On the 
J9th of January, there was a severe gale of wind from 
the southward, which terminated at 5 o'clock on the 

morning of the 20th in a thunder storm. From that 
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time tbe weather bad become moderate, the wind 
had ceased and the .water was calm. At 1 I o'clock 
in the day it began to blow violently from the South 
East,and immediately afterwards from theNorthward, 
When the sea appeared to have suddenly risen 6 feet 
above its ordinary level, and to be rushing with pro­
digious violence into the harbour. The vessels at 
the wharves were swept away in an instant,-some'of 
them having broken their fastenings, and others torn 
away the piles to which they were attached. Five 
of them were forced. up the river, with as much ve­
looity as if they had been under a press of sail, and 
on. the reflux a large brig and a ship were driven over 
the bar and oQrried out to sea. At the falls the Ice 
lVas immediately floated, and on its rise destroyed the 
bridge. In less than an hour the agitation of the wa­
ter subsided, and was sllcceeded by a breeze from 
the North East, attended with sleet and bail..: A rumb­
ling' noise, not unlike that of thunder, having been 
heard a short time previolls, and no similar influx 
having been perceived 'in any harbour on the coast, 
this phenomenon has been generally attributed to 
the shock of an Earthquake. 

Between Liverpool and the .bounds of Shelburne 
COWlty, is Port .Mouton. In.the year 1783 t~e British 
legion, which had served with dif>tinguished reputa­
tion in'the American war, nnder Colonel Tarlton, be· 
pn a settlement· at Harbour Monton, and laid the 
foundation of a town, to which they gave the name 
of Guy'iorouglr.. They were not long in perceiving 

. that they had made a most injudicious selection for 
aettlemeBt, the soil being stony and barren, and the 
fDUnUy having nothing to recommend it. but its har-

, 
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bour. Although they had erected a number of hO\'l&e8 
they resolved to abandon it, but while making prepa­
rations forremoving their effects, an accidental fire 
which consumed the town to ashes, with all their 
live stock, furniture and wearing apparel, filled up 
the measure of their ~alamities, and rendered them 
perfectly miserable. A more complete destruc,-tion 
from that merciless element, was never known, and 
had not a King's'ship been despatched from Halifax, 
with provisions, for the relief of the inhabitants, they 
must inevitably have perished from famine. Most 
of those persons who 'suffered by, the conflagration, 
removed to Chedabucto bay, in the Easternmost ex­
tremity of the Province, a situation much more suit­
able to their deserts, and affording them some con­
solation in the midst of their sufferings. , There are 
now about 50 families at Port Mouton, who subsist 
chiefly by the lumber trade and fishery. 

Westward of'this place, and immedilrtely within 
II Little hope" is Port Jolie, otherwise called Stor­
mont River, an inlet extending five miles in length, 
but paving scarcely sufficient water for I~e boats ; 
a few fishermen are settled at this place. The third 
inlet west of Liverpool, nnd within the County of 
Queen's, is Port Hibert, distinguished by the abrupt 
head land on its western side, and by the position of 
Green Island, which lies a mile to the S. W. ofits en­
trance. Port Bibert presents at full tide a spacious 

. sheet of water, but on the ebb, the greater part of 
the fiats8l'e exposed to view. There'is, however, 
good anchorage within its mouth at all times. The 
dividing line between the County of Shelburne and 
that of Queen's strikes the headof this harbour, leav-
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ing the Western side within the former,and the Eaa­
tern within the latter. The inhabitants of this place 
are few in number, and were originally soldiers who 
settled here after the revolutionary war. 

The interior of this county is generally stony, and 
a great part of it is not susceptible of cultivation. At 
Brookfield, Harmony and a few other places, where 
the land is capable ofimprovement, there are some 

, ' 

thriving settlements. 

f 
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SECTION IV. 

,WESTERN DIVISION. 

This Division contains two Counties, Annapolis 
County and Shelburne County. The County of An­
napolis is bounded on th~ north and west by the bay -
of Fundy, on the south by the Counties of Shelburne, 
Lunenburg and Queen's, and on the cast by King's 
C~UDty. It is divided into two Districts, the upper 
and lower. The former contains three townships, ,_ 
Wilmot, Graf!,ville and Annapolis, and the latter three 
'-Clements, Digby and Clare. 

Wilmot. This townshi.p lies between Aylesford and 
- Granville, and extends upon the Bay of Fundy eigh­

teen miles and a half. It contains one hundred and . 
twenty thousand acres of land, and was established 
on the 3d of March, 1774, when in obeqience to the 
orders of the Board of trade and plantations, it 
was laid out in lots, containing 500 acres each, and 
ordered to be sold at the rate of 6d. per acre. Not­
withstanding the fertility OCthe soil and the low price 
affixed to the land, nQt a single farm was disposed of 
for many years, in consequence ofits having no har­
bour on the bay ofFuildy, and being altogether des­
titute of a good road to the market of Halifax.­
These iaconveniences operated as an effectual bar­
rier to its settlement until the year 1783, when a 
number of loyalists from the United States obtained 
grants of land, and removed thither with ,their fami­
liel. The great ~stern post road runs through this 
township parallel with the river, and is intersected 
by IDaDy other roads, at right angles leading to the 
bay ofFulldy. These are again connected by olhers, 
laid out in such a manner as to divide the land into 
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eompaTtments of eonvenient size, and render the 
whole accessible for cultivation. With the 'e1~ 
don 'Of the meadows formed by the Annapolis river-, 
the most inferior" part of Wilmot is that adjoining the 

_ post road, and a stranger cnn form no idea of the 
extensi\Te and beautifu.l settlements which lie be· 
tween it and the bay of Fundy. Wilmot contains 
no villages, though a small cluster of houses, have 
formed the commencement of one, and received the 
name of Lawrance town. The inhabitants are dis­
persed on their several farms, and engaged in the 
cultivation ot the soil, which is of an excellent quality 
tbro"ghout the township. There arc within it se­
veral places of Worship, among which is a small but 
weU finished Church, situated within view of the 
river, and embowered in a grove of venerable pines. 
There is at present no resident Clergyman of the 
Chnr~h of England, but it is occasionally visited 
by a travelling Missionary. There are also two Me­
thodist chapels, and two Baptist Meeting hOU5es.-~ 
It has been previol)sly observed that from Digby to 
Cornwallis, the coast of tbe bay of Fundy is formed 
by a continued range of mountain; affording no eheI­
ter to vesSels; and that this inconvenience had ob· 
structed the earlier settlement of that fine tract of 
C()Untry. To remedy this evil and enable the people 
to export their staves and lumber, of which they 
have a great quantity, a pier has been erected on 
the shore of the bay,partly by vohmtary ®ntribution 
and partly by provincial aid, which, though not yet 
completed according to the original design, effectually 
atlSwers the purposes of a port. The obsttucllbiis 
in the bed of the river which is here shallow and 
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narro,w , have also beenremoyed, and timber anel 
IllDlber may now be rafted with safety and ease to 
those places of depot to which, the depth of water 
admits of the passage of vessels. ~'or the'manufac­
turing of lumb~r there are upwards of twentysnw 
mills, and for the grinding of grain five grist mills. 

GranviUe. The townships of Granville and Anaa­
polis, lie on the opposite sides of the river, and differ 
from Wilmot, in having large quantities of salt 
marsh and dyke lands, the other consisting of upland 
and interval. Granville comprehends the whole of 
the peninsula between the eastern limit of Wilmot 
and Digby gut, and forms for twenty-eight miles the 
north western boundary of the Basin and river of 
Annapolis. It was granted in the year 1764, to 158 

, proprietors, who with their families l amounting in all 
to 650 l:Iouls, emigrated from the old Colonies. The 
post road. after passing through Wilmot, continues 
through a small part of Granville, until it reaches 
Bridge town, where it crosses the river into the 
township of Auuapolis. Bridge town is a neat little 
village,taking its name from the bridge that connects 
Granville with Annapolis, and deriving its origin and 
support from the depot which is here formed at the 
head of navigation for the trade of Wilmot and the 
upper part of the two adjoitiing townships. Situated 
in the centre of a fertile country thatia daily increas­
ing in wealth and population, anel deriving peculiar 
advantages for the supply of a coasting trade, it is 
probable that its growth will keep pace with the 
general prosperity of the County. It contains an 
Episcopalian church, a Methodist chapel and Baptis· 
Meeting house, twenty. five dwelling houselil and 

Digitized by Google 



155 

twelve stores, three inns and thirteen shops, belong­
ing to tradesmen. 'rhe buildings in t his village are 
neat, well painted and new, the ground having 
been first laid out into squares and streets in the 
year 1822, and its general appearance conveys an 
idea· of comfort and thrift. About fourteen miles 
further down the river, there is nnother little village' 
opposite to the town of Annapolis Royal, between 
which there is an established ferry. At this place 
the river is wide and the current extremely rapid; 
but on account of the eddies which form on both 
sides of it, it is passed with ease, and in moderate 
weather with safety; throughout the whole of the 
front of the township, bordering on the Basin and 
river, it is well cultivated nnd thickly settled, almost 
every farm being skirted with n portion of mursh.~' 
There' are in Granville about 2225 acres of dyke 
land, and lOOO acres of salt marsh, 10 saw mills and 
four grist mills. As the inhabitants are spread over 
a large surface, their places of Worship arealeo at a 
distance from each other-besides those already 
mentioned in Bridge town, there are three Episcopal 
churches, 1 Baptist and 2 Methodist Meeting houses. 
About six miles below the ferry is situated Goat Is­
land, which separates the Annapolis Basin from that 
of Digby, and forms two entrances to the former ;~ 
the western channel though narrow is deep, nnd· 
generally preferred to others. A small peninsula ex­
tcnding from the Granville shore,forms one ofits sides. 
On this point of land the first piece of ground wall' 
cleared for cultivation in Nova-Scotia, bv t~e French. 
-They were induced to make this selection on ac­
count of the beauty of its situation, the good anchor-
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..., op;o~to to it,. 1he command which it .gave them 

of the channel,. ~nd the facility it afforded of giving 
tllq ~liest notice to the.garrisoll at Port Royal, of 
th~ eqtr.ance of-an enemy: into the Lower Basin. Ill! 

Uw-year 1827 the stone was. discovered .upon wl)ich, 
~.1had engraved the date. of their first cultivation. 
of. the soil) in memorial of their formal poS8~ssion Qf 
tll~' CO\\l\try. It is ahout two leet and a llalf long" 
.~! tw.o.f~t br.ond, anq oCthe same kind as that 
'l»>.ch fo1'Dl8 the 8ubstratum of Granville Mou~in. 

Q".tJu~upPfar part are eng:raved the square and 000\" 

ptJl5$,Qf the Free"Mason, and in the centre, in. large 
aI;Wl (feep Arabic figures, the date 1606. It doesno& 
~p~~r to hav.e, b~n dressed'by: a Maso.n, bu1 th~ .in­

~on haa been eu' OJ). its natural· surface. The, 
B1one. itfilelf has yielded to the pow-en" of. the cJhna~, 

QA4bo,tb the. external front and the intEll'ior parla of 
~ le~tel's have -alike suffered. from exp.O,Sure to the 
weather; ,the seams on the back part of it have 
openeq, and from·- their capacity to hold water, ~~ 
the ~rnt.ion of frost upon it when th~1!I confined, it 
~pro.b~blejn. a few years it would have crum.bled to 
~ceSr, The, date is distinctly visible, aud althoug~ 
tile figure 0 is worn down to one hale of its original 
c)epth, and: the upper part of the latter 6, nearly as 
m.\lch,: yet no part of them is obliterated-they: are 
"'I'iuJy dillcernabJe to tbe eyo, and easily: traoed hy. 
the finger.. At a subsequent per.iod, w.hen the couo.­

US, was. epnquered by the English, -somo Sootcb 
~Qljgl1OJ;lts w.ere,~t out by Sir William Alexander, 
w~ Ol'.ec.ted a fort on the. site of the French coro. 
~Jd~, pre;vious to: the. Treaty of St. Ger.main's. The 

. remPinIt of this, Fo~ ma.1 be traced with great ease; , 
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UIC old parade, the embankment and ditch have not 
been disturbed, and preserve their. origiaol fonn. It 
w:a~ occupied by the French for many years after 
the peace of 1632, Rnd near the.eQ8tern parapet, & 

large stone hasbeell found, with ·the following mo­
nu~ental inscription: 

LEB·EL, 

1048. 

There are two other objects of curiosity in Granville, 
one of which is a lake on the summit of a mountain; 
and the other a deep ravine, in which We may be 
found throughout the summer; it is known .by the 
Dame of the" Natural Ice-house." 

&napolis.-The extensive improvements whion 
the French neutrals had made on the borders of the 
Annapolis.River, became, after their expulsion fl'om 
the country, an object of attention to the people of 

the old .colonies ; and in 1764 and 1766, five hundred 
Qf them removed thither, and obtained a. grant 0' 
the Township of Annapolis, where they were soon 
after joined by a number of others. 'fhe upland, 
though generally good, is stony, a defect which i, 
more than co\mterbalanced, by the. extent and ferti~ 

lity of the dyke land by which it is bordered. The 
buildings in this and the neighbouring Townshipof 
G~nnvi11e are very respectable, ·and in both there arc 
extensive orchards. of apple trees. It contains but 
one town, Annapolis Royal. This place, from the 
earliest settlement of the Colony, until the estab­
lishment of Halifax, was the Capital of the Province, 
and HeadQuarters C!f the forces ofFJ'anee and Eng­
land, as they alternately possessed the Coulltry. 
)luch of the bistory of Nova-Scotia is connected 
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with it, for the capture of Port Royal was formerlY' 
considered the conquest of. the whole peninsula." 
In 1'750 the seat of Government was removed to Ha­
lifax. Although formerly the capital, Annapolis' 
does not appear to have been larger than it is at pre­
sent. The Baron La Honton represents it DS an in­
considerable place, consij;Jting of a few hOllses two 
stories in height, and supported by the traffic of 
skins, which the savages brought thither to ex­
change for European goods. An association deno­
minated the "Farmer's Company," had magazines· 

". here, which were under the care of the Governor. 
The Commission of Governor at that period seems· 
to have been valued only for the superior privileges 
whioh it conferred upon the person holding it, of 
conducting a lucrative trade; he was at once com~ 
mander, merchant, fisherman, and vintner. He 
compelled the inhabitants to make their purchases 
of him, and to give him the preference in the sale of 
their commodities. He appropriated to himself 
the rigging of wrecked vcssels,and passed his time in 
sailing up the different rivers, to trade with the. 
Indians. A Mr. Perrot, one of the French Govern-. 
01'8, was captured while on a voyage across the-

• The following is one of the Returns oi the el1jlellse of tbe es.­
tabliahment. for one year. previolls to 1760 : 

ZIIG6lulament 01 NOIIG ScotiG "nd Annapolu ROYGI. 

Governor of Annapolia Royal} 
and Nova Scotia 

Lieutenant-Governor 
Secretary to tbe Governor 
Fort Major 
Commiuary to tbe Malter l 

and Jlld,e ,Advocate 5 
Cbavlein 
SurReon 

per diem. per annum. 

.£2 10 0 or .£1000 0 0 

10 0 or 182 10 0 
10 0 or 182 10 0 
4 0 or 73 o 0 

4 0 or 78 00 

·60 or 121 18 4 
8 0 or 64 16 0 

Fii. aDd Candlll for tbe Garrilon 70 or 12715'0 

Digitized by Google 





159 

Bay of Fundy, by a piratical vessel, and under­

went the punishment of ducking, which was so se­

verely executed as to cause his death. Under such 

rulers it may easily be supposed, that little care was 
bestowed upon its improvement or defence. As the 

French houses were all erected of wood, thcre are 
none of them now in existence; and the only traces 

oftheh' industry are to he found in the fortifications 
of the military post. The town is built on the ex­
tremity of a peninsula, which projecting into the ri­

ver forms two beautiful Basins, one above and the 
other below the town. Annapolis is unfortunately 

encompassed by Government inclosures, a large com­
mon, and glebe land. From these causes any consi­
derable extension of the place is rendered impracti­
cable, and many enterprising and wealthy persons, 

who would willingly have settled here in 1783, were 

compelled to seek a residence elsewhere. The lum­
ber and agricultural produce which was formerly 

transported from it, are shipped at Bridgetown.­
It is now no longer the mart,·at which the inhabitants 

of the County are solely supplied with European 

manufactures; St. John, N. B. receiving the greater 
part of its exports, and giving in exchange ·for the 
fish, lumber and agricultural produce of this side of 

the bay of Fundy, British goods, and the rum, sugar, 

and molasses of the West Indies. But notwith·stand­

ing this diminution of the resources it once enjoyed, 
it is still a respectable town, and it participates in the 

general prosperity of the extensive and populous 
County of which it is the capital. It contains a Court 
House, Church, Methodist chapel, an Academy, a 

Government house or residence for the senior miIi-
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tary officer. eommodious barracks, and several hand. 
80me private buildings. The fortifications are erect­
ed on the south western extremity of the peninsula, 
fromwhencc there is a fine view of the Basin, the 
settlements on the Granville shore and the upper 
pa ... t of Clements. The works which have been 
erected at very great expense, are in a dilapidated . 
condition, the cannon dismoUllted, aud the whole 
incapable in the present state, of sustaining a defence. 
The ground on which they are built, contains twen- . 
ty-eight acres ofland, within which space, there are 
two ranges of wooden buildings, containing quarters 
for officers, a large barrack,two stories in heighth,built 
of brick, an hospital, mess hOllse, store houses, &c. 
aU of which are in a state of decay. Nearly opposite 
to the entrance of the Fort is a field containing 12 
aeres and nine tenths, which was granted on the Sth 
of June, 1763, to the Hon. Richard Bulkley and 
John Ne\vton, in trust for fortifications or whatever 
use his Majesty or his successors should appoint.-­
On one extremity of it stands the Church, and on the 
other the Academy. The latter was erected in the 
year IS.n, partly by voluntary subscription, and 
partly by provincial aid. It receives for its support 
an annual vote' of £200, which, together with the 
tuitio~ money, enables the Trustees to engage two 
masters to take charge of the institution. The 
building contains two distinct schools, one of which 
is devoted to Classical Education, and the other to 
the elementary and higher branches that are com­
monly taught in obnglishschools. From this town to 
Halifax, besides the post road just mentioned, there 
i. another and ahorter road formed a few yea1'8 since 
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called the military line, having been settled by dis­
banded soldiers. On that portion of it within the 
County of Annapolis, is situated Dalhousie settIe­
ment-this road commences at Hammond's Plains, 
near Bedfor{} Basin, and runs in a strait course to 
Annapolis, through that great expanse offorest which 
lies between the townships on the Bay of Fundy, 
and those on the shores of the Atlantic. 'I'hough 
recently opened, this road has been subsequently 
intersected by many others, and numerous settle­
ments have been formed on either side of it. At the 
upper end of the township, near the Nictau branch 
of the river, is a road to Liverpool, and another to 
Lunenburg, and between the former place and An­
napolis Royal, a direct communication has lately 
been effected through a tract of good upland, capa­

ble of cultivation, well irrigated by a number oflarga 
brooks, and possessing an extensive in.tcrnal com­
munication by means of numerous lakes of fresh wa­
ter. In addition to these advantages, there is a 
steam-packet plying between this town and St. John, 
New-Brunswick, and an excellent stage-coacQ runs 
three times a week to Halifax, passing through parts 
of Granville, Wilmot, Aylesford, Cornwallis, Hor­
ton, Falmouth, Windsor, Newport, and Halifax 
Townships, and performing the journey (180 miles) 
with ease in two days. 

Clements is bounded on the west by the township 
of Digby, on the north by the Basin, on the east by 
the township of Annapolis, and on the south by un­
granted lands. It was settled in the year 1784, dur­
ing the administration of Governor Parr, by loyal 
emigrants and disbanded soldiers. The land Hi this 
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township though hi1Jy and irregular, is in general or 
a $Uperior quality, with the exception of the eastern 
extremity, which is rocky and barren. It lies in the 

,'direct route between AnnapoHs and Digby, and is 
intersected by three roads parallel withOthe harbour, 
'with which they all communicate, by means of 
others crossing them at right angles. One of these 
'roads passes through the settlement made by the 
Ii'essians, another through that of the Waldechers, 
and the third through that of the Loyalists. About 
'eight miles from Annapolis is llIitl1atedMoosc River,* 
'which takes its rise in lakes a few miles distant, and 
discharges itself into the Basin, a little below Goat 

"Island. It hardly deserves the name of a river, ,as it 
-is nofnavigable more than half a mile, when it be­
comes a mere brook. It forms, however, at its mouth 

, a vaHey of extraordinary beauty. Embosomed be­
tween 'two lofty hills, one of which is covered with 
hanging wood, and the other cultivated to its summit, 

'and terminated by a neat little church, this sylvan 
stream whids through the valley which now spreads 

'into a broad and level intervale bordered with beau­
'tifultipland slopes, and now gHdes between the 
-frowning hills, until it reaches the cove, where it 
. joins the waters of the Basin. To those who delight 
'in the natural scenery of our country, it must be a 
sOurce of regret, that a manufactory recently estab­

':Jished at this place, if it ever goes into successful 
" operation, will require for its use the beautiful woods, 
which 'nature 'has produced on these precipitous 

• This river received its name from tbe French" Riviere d. 
ori,tnal" 10 early &If 1609, and js ~hU8 marked on a plan or that 
dateo Ita Indian name is much more appropriate, and signifies 
a at ream between hiBh hillao 
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banks, as if to place them out of the region of colti­
vation, and protect them. from the hand of man. On 
the eastern side of the river, where it ceases to be 
navigable, is a furnROe for smelting iron ore. It had 
long beeu. known that iron ore existed in this coun­
ty iu. great abundance, but with the exception of 
an ill directed effort many years ago at Nictau, no 
attempt bad been made to manufacture it. In the 
year 18.25 an association was formed for this purpose, 
U called the Annapolis Iron Mining Company," the 
capital of which was divided into one hundred shares, 
of one hundred pounds each. An act of incorporation 
was passed by the Legislature, and the Governor 
was authorised to graot to the company, a charter 
under the great seal of the Province. It was also 
protected by a clause of the act which provided that 
no Stockholder should be liable for any debts con­
tracted by the company, beyond the amount of his 
shares. As a further encouragement, two bounties. 
of £600 each, were offered for the manufacture of 
a certain quantity of hollow ware and bar iron. The 
associates immediately purchased an extensive and 
valuable vein of ore, situated about three milea and 
a half from the mouth of Moose'river, and another 
of equal importance at Nictau: in the upper part of 
Annapolis township, with one or two of smaller ex­
tent in other places. The local situation of the for­
mer place, gave it a decided superiority' over any 
other part of the county, being distant only eight 
miles from Annapolis, twelve from Digby, and fifty 
from St. John, New-Brunswick, accessible by water, 
and affording good anchorage. They therefore se­
lected the eastern bank of the mouth of the river, as 
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tho site of their buildings, and erected a large smelt­
ing ftn'nace, stock house, conI house!'!, stores, &c. 
The extensive forest at the head of the river sup­
plies them with an abundance of charcoal. They 
have already manufactu~d a quantity of hollow 
ware of very superior quality, and are now engaged 
in Jaying the foundation of forges for making bar 
iron. To canoy these objects into effect, they have 
encreased their capital to more than twice its origin­
al amount. The quality of the ore has now been 
folly ascertained, and the only part of the experi­
ment yet to be decided, is whether they can com­
pete with the English ware, or whether the cost ~f 
production will not exceed the value of the article 
when manufactured, a result which must very much 
d~pend upon the economy and skill, with which the 
establishment is managed. A large and handsome 
stone bridge has lately been built across the river, 
at the joint expense of the Company and the Pro­
vince, aDd forms at once an excellent road aud a sub­
stantial dam, for the reservoir of water necessary for 
the supply of the machinery of the manufactory.­
Four miles below this place is the river Imbert, com­
monly called Bear river. Th!s beautiful stream is 
about two thirds of a mile wide at its mouth, and is 
navigable three miles and a half for vessels of sixty 
tons, which are there impeded by a wooden bridge. 
About a mile an a half above this place, it receives 
the waten of two extensive branches, one running 
south cast twelve miles, and the other south west 
thirteen, and both connected with extensive lakes. 
The land between these branches, and for some dis­
tance above is of very superior quality, but is 
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bounded . in the rear by extensive barrens, and a 
dreary waste of" burnt Jand." Clements for many 
years past, has had a large herring fishery, which has 
much enriched the neighbourhood, butlatterly it has 
not been so productive. Many causes have been 
assigned for this faiJure, but it is probable that the 
erection of numerous wears by destroying great 
quantities of young fish, has gradually diminished 
the fishery. It was at its heighth in 1788, when the 
loyalists removed thither, and continued undiminish­
ed until the year 1819, previous to which period the 
annuaJ exports from Clements ond Digby, amounted 
from sixty to one hundred thousand boxes, which. 
were then severally worth five shillings. They aJso 
supplied the neighbouring inhabitants, as wen as 
those in the interior, and furnished an excellent 
manur.e for the lands odjncent to the wares; Since 
that period, they have in a great measure deserted 
their old haunts, for although a great quantity is still 
taken, their 'appearance is uncertain, and their num­
bers not to be compared with the hosts* that throng. 
ed the Annapolis Basin. The first" run" of the 
herrings commences in April, and is called the 
" Granville fish," from following the shore of that 
township, and though not so numerous, are twice the. 
size of those that arrive during the last of May.-­
They nre full of spawn, in poor condition, and of an 
inferior quality. Of this kind it requires from fifty 
to seventy, and of the other nearly two hundred to 
fill the box, into which they are packed for exporta-· 
tion, which always contains half a bushel. The 

• The word bl'rring is derived from the German' Heer' an army,' 
to denote their great numbers and tbeir gregarioul propensities. 
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larger herrings are generally taken in nets, but those 
that follow during the season are invariably caught 
in wears. The second • run' differs from their pre­
decessors, not only in their size, but in not spawning 
within the Basin. They are frequently accompanied 
by a vast number of young fish, two small to be fit 
for use, and too numerous to render theil' selection 
an object worth attention. When _this occurs, the 
proprietors of the wears open the gates, and allow 
the whole to escape. This run continues until the 
fil'st of October, but is uncertain after the fifteenth of 
August. In former years they have been known to 
contiBue in the harbour as late as the middle of No­
vember, and in 1796, a quantity equal to 200 barrels 
.. as frozen into a solid mMS in one of the wears.-- , 
When the weather is cloudy, and the wind on shore, 
itis Considered a favourable time for catching them, 
but moonlight is unpropitious. After being properly 
selected, they are cured· by smoke, and are worth 
four shillings per box in Nova-Scotia, and 7s. 6d. in 
the West Indies. 

Digby. The township of Digby was originally 
formed out of an extensive tract of land granted to 
Alexander M'Nutt, and his associates, which for a 
failure on the part of the grantees to perform the 
conditions of their patent, reverted to the crown.­
It was then granted to 475 loyalists, andoontained 
91,600 acres, exclusive of reservations made by the 
Surveyor General of woods for naval purposes, and 
SI,!OO Rcres ofu~appropriated land. Many ofthese 
persons having left the Province and returned to 
their native Country, the patent was escheated, and 
the resident proprietors confirmed in their possesions~ 
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the land reverting to government for non improve­
ment,being about 81 ,230aores. This township contain~ 
Long Island and Brier Island within its limits, the 
whole or-the northern and part of the southern side 
of St. Mary's bay, and extends from the boundruy 
of Clements, near the Grand Joggin, to Sissiboo. 
Thetown of Digby is situated on the gradual slope 
of a hill which commands a view of part of Gran­
ville and Clements, and the broad and handsome 
basin that receives the collected' waters of Annapo­
lis, Moose, and Bear rivers. This place, from its 
position at the entrance of th~se rivers, the shelter it 
affords to vessels navigating the Bay of Fundy, and 
the advantages it possesses for prosecuting the mack­
arel and cod fishery, must eventually be a place of 
considerable importance. It is peculiarly adapted to 
ship building, and the enterprise of its inhabitants, 
has of late years been directed to this branch of bus i­
ness. It contains a Court-House, a spacious and 
well finished Church, and a number of neat and 
comfortable private dwe11ing-hous~s. The soil in 
its neighbourhood is light and gravelly, and well 
suited to raising. Indian corn, althollgh it is not suffi­
ciently strong to raise wheat, but on theext~ndcd 
peninsula to the Petit passage, and at a distance of a 
mileor two from the town,. it is of a better qUality. 
At the head of St. Mary's bay" .is ~nexten8ive traot 

. of marsh land. The air of Digby is remarkably sa­
lubrious, the water exceJlent, and the town rendered 
particularly 8~eeable .in. su~mer, . by a .cool sea­
breeze. It is much frequented du~ng the. autumn 
by company from New-Brunswick. 

A steam packet runs twice a week in summer be· 
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tween Digby and St. John. About three miles below 
the town, the waters of the Basin are connected with 
the bay of Fundy, by a passage through the north 
mountain, called St. George's channel, but more 
generally known by sailor's as Digby Gut. It seems 
to have been formed by some violent effort of na­
ture, its sides being nearly perpendicular. At its 
entrance is a ligh t-house, well situated to protect the 
trade of the bay of Fundy. The inhabitan ts of Dig­
by have within these few years past, been very suc­
cessful in the mackarel fishery. This fish, so justly 
celebrated, both for the elegance of its shape, and 
its merit as an article'offood, has maintained its re­
putation through a long succession of ages, having 
been highly esteemed by the Romans, who extract­
ed from it the famous sauce' garum.' It is to be 
fowld Oll the coast as far as Virginia, although our 

. vessels seldom pass Cape Cod, in search of it. The 
former tedious and uncertain mode of ' trailing' is 
whoUy superseded by a recent discovery of the Ame­
rican fi~hermen. The first attempts to participate 
with that ingenious and enterprising 'people in this 
lucrative branch of business were made at Digby in 
the year 1824, and- the success that attended 
these experiments, was such as subsequently to at­
tract all the small craft of that part of the Province. 
They set sail from the County of Annapolis for the 
fishing ground, from the 1st to the 6th of June, but 
the Americans, with their usual activity, always de­
part for their stations six weeks earlier. The ves­
sels employed in this business are from 20 to 55 tons, 

• Tbia accollnt ia compiled from notes of convcrsatio08, which I 
have held witb the penons en,aged iD it. aDd committed to paper 
at tbe time. 
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. and the whole voyage occupies from· four ta Iix 
weeks, according to the weather. They are fitted 
out upon shares. The merchant furnishes the schoo­
ner, the salt, provisions, and fishing npparntus, for 
which he receives half the catch, and the crew di" 

,Tide the other half equally among them. The cer­
.. inty of finding the fish; and the celerity with which 
they are taken, are such, thatan experienced fisher­
man has but little advantage over an active lands­
man, and an able bodied young man commonly earns 
at this work, from five to nine pounds per month. 
The skipper is alwnys provided with a barrel of old 
pickled helTing, or either fresh or stale mackarcl for 
bait, which is cut up into sma~1 pieces, and thrown 
overboal"i, for the purpose of alluring the fish to rise 
to the. surface, and sometimes he scatters a small . 
quan1ity o(salt upon the water, \Vhich has a similar 
efl'ect. In this seems to consist thegref.Lt secret of the 
mackarel fishery. As soon as this food is thrown upon 
the waten, although there be no fish visible, miriads 
rise up and lSurround the vessel. As the ~utting of 
the bait into minute particles is a work of time. and 
blbour, Ameriean ingenuity has invented a machine 
for- that purpose, very similar in shape and construc­
tion to' a hand organ. It consists of a small bo%, 
through the centre of which passes a circular wooden 
bar, oovered with the blades of knives, and turned 
1tJ IManll of a small handle. When this is put in 
motion the: ~t is cut, into innumerable, small pie~. 
A,s ~ 81 the, mackarel rise to the surface, the filth.. 
ft1M1l1aJ' the vessel too under the mainsail, and 
",the other:l!IQils; they thenbaittheirhooowith 
• piea, of fieah mackaret or'IIh.ark-, and when theot 
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Wte freely, fish with the lines. in their hands, and 
at other times with rods. While the macka.rel con­
tinue to take the bait eagerly, the whole crew is bu­
sily employed in catching them; but as soon as there 
is any intermission, they remove them out of the·in­
fluence of the sun, and commence the operlition . of 
splitting and salting. The barrels cost 8 shillings 
a piece, and when filled contain 170 mackarel, sell­
ing by wholesale for 17s. 6d. and at retail for £h 
Very many are consumed within the connty, the 
rest are sold at St. John, and exported to the West 

. lndies, where they are worth about six dollars per 
barrel. Although they are generally packed at sea, 
a different practice sometimes prevails, and it is found 
that they will keep, if well salted, for three weeks 
in " Kinchcs," or separate apartments made athwal"t 
the hold of the vessel, but they are not consideretl 
-equal in qualit.y to those preserved in barrels. Our 
vessels seldom accomplish more than three: and 
never exceed four trips during the season, discon-­
tinuing the fishery by the 1 st. of November, althotrgh 
the Americans persevere for nearly six weeks longer. 
The mackarel taken in the autumn, are always fat~ 
ter and better than those caught earlier in the sea;.;. 
son; but in the year 1826, the June fare was fully 
equal in quality to the catch of October. On the 
western side of St. Mary's bay, and twelve· miles 
from its head, is an extensive aucl beautiful river; 
which still retains its Indian name "Sissiboo .. " This 
word in the Micmac language signifies "big river,'·; 
an appellation which was given to it, on account at 
its discharging the largest body offresh water of any 
river in that part of. the Province. It is navigable. 
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"aboqt four miles from its 'moutb, but is then inter­
sected by a rapid. At Sissiboo river there is a vel') 
pretty little settlement caned Weymouth. The situ­

, ation of this place is very pleasing, and there are ,a 
'number' of r.espectable inhabitants, who have ex~ 
tensive farms, 'under a good state of cultivatioB. 
They have a cOmmon, a glebe, and school lands, 
and the Sooiety hlijl providl:!d them with a J,'e~iden~ 
Clergyman~ 

The township of Olare includes the settlement of 
,New .Edinburgh, which was granted by Governo,," 
Parr, .n 1783, to fifty-five associates. It lies between 
Digby and Yarmouth, and is settled almost exclu­
.sively by Acadians. These people are the descend 
l1nts of those who were transported to Massachusetts, 
and after the peace of 1763 were permitted to return 
to Nova-Scotia. The same frugality and industry 
for which they had been conspicuous in this Country, 
.enabled them to rise above the want and distress·into 
which they had been plunged by their exile. 'They 
built a few Ii!mall fishing vessels, and made fr..eqQent 
visits fo the coasts of their native land. With the 
Indians they had always been connected as well by 
religion as by intermarriage, and as the Frencll Ian ... 
guage was better understood by the Savages than 
that of any-other European nation, they preferred to 
trade with their old acquaintances and friends,and 
~he neutrals werr. thus enabled to derive great advan­
tage from their traffic. Having applied for leave to 

. return to Nova-Scotia, and to settle on the south~rn 
,aide of St. Mary's Bay, warrants of survey were 
,issued by Michael Francklin, Esq. Lieutenant-Go-
verlior, dated 1st July, 1768, for that tractof.Country 
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betw~en Yarmouth and Sissiboo, to which hep.,e 
tbe name of Clare. At that time this part of the eo~, 

mlliJ not only un8ettl~d,but very remote from any Eng .. 

USR village, and only accessible by water. The soil 

wasullturally good and conld be enriched by the sea 

weed, with which the beach was at all time'S covered. 

There were also some small coves fit for the recep­

tion of shallops-the fishery on the coast yielded them 

a constant supply of wholesome food, aud thepoou­

liar seclusion of the place was inviting. 8S we]] on 

account 'Of its affording the prospect of Jiving for 

many years apart from the English, 8S of t1\e ODin-

1etTUpted enjoyment 'Of their religicn. Here thleY 
were soon joined by many of their fnends and reia­
ti\ree, and ~n 1800 they numbered 175 famities 01' . 

105080UI8, an~ in 18~S, had increased to 2OS8.­

'Their parish register has supplied us with the foHow­

ingtable :-
Yeal'. 'Maniages, 

U 1818 . • 

1818 , . 10 

18~ 

lMl 
1811 
1:SIS 

t! 
10 

18 

16 

Births. 
54 

58 • 
61 
~7 .,0 
'71 

.. 

. 
'f. 

, t¥ 
it 

'The main post road from Halifax to Sheolhul11e. 

pn$ses through this settlement, which is extended 
lor mnny miles on the shore, and resE'mbles a large 

.nd straJMUng vil1age. '.rhe moment a traveller en­

ters Clare, the houses, the irnptementsof 'hMbnadry, 

lite foreign langlloge and uni:form but 'Pee-aU'" d_ 
OC the inhabitants, excite his surprise that'(lny taMI­

~bjp in Nava·Scotia should possess soeb n 'oil'tioo-
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tiTe .character. The Acadianswe far bebiatl their 
neighboul'll in 'their. system of agriculture. TheT 
manifest a great repugnance to' penetrate intI) the 
woods, and instead of spreading over the Country. 
they lIubdivide their land en the sea coast, and retaitll 
their children aronnel them. They preserve their­
Iang,mge and their customs with peculiar attach .. 
ment, and though their traffic naturally leads them 
to . an intercourse with the Eng1i~h, they never in­
termarry with them, adopt their manners or remove 
iato their¥iIIages, This doe. not arise from an ave~ 
Bion to the English Government, but is ascrib!lble 
rathet to habit, national character and their 8ystem 
of education. But if they are inferior to the Engli8h 
atttlers in those arts, which tend to strengthen and 
adva·nee society, they may proudly challenge a com­
pariion in the domestic and social virtues. Unambi­
tious aad frugal,- they live within their means; devot­

-ed to their old form of W orsh ip, they are not ditidei 
by religious discord; and being cheerful in their-di&­
positi<m and m()ral in their habits, they enjoy perh8(J8 

·811 much happiness as is consistent with the frailties . 
of h'uman nature. This township and tho settlement 
-of Eel Brook in the adjoining County of Shelburne, 
are Q.t present comprised within one Parish. aad the 
duties are performed by the Abbe Segoigae, a most 
active and diligent Missionary, who l1ndertook.the 
chatge·of the settlement at a very early period. and 
regards it with the inost devoted attachment. Clare 
is in n flourishing condition. There are a nmnb!er.o( 
.maIl vaRia owned in it) and the sur.pl~ prQduoe:of 
th& land and. the profits of the fHlherf,coable .e in­
tuLbitants to enlarge Uft emprove 'their farms., atuho 
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porcbase sucb articles offoreign growth as are neces­
j}ary to their comfort. They have two Chapels, oue 
at eitJier end of the village-that which stand. at 
the eastern extremity' is one of the largest places of 
Worship in Nova-Scotia, and reflects great credit on 
the liberality of the people, who have erected and 
finished it without any foreign aid or assistance what .. 

·etrer. 'fhey have several grist mills, and upwards of 
SOS8W mills. In the summer of 1820~ tbistowDship 
was visited by a most awful confiagratifJR ; a loog 
continuance of dry weathcl' had completely evapo.­

rated all the moisture of thesnrface of the ground; 
and rendered the forest combllstible. While the 
Country was in this state, an accidental firet wNClt 
~ommenced in tlle adjoining County, spread witD 
such rapidity aud violence, that it swept over tbe 
greater part of the village, before. the wr.etchedpeo­
pie were aware ofits appruach, Their houses, cat­
'tIe; furnitnreand pel'{iOnal effects, were in mOlit i~ 
stauee. destroyed; WithOllt their being able to make 

'an effort fOol' their preservation. On this occasion the 
'most libel'8l contributions were marle for their relief 
'by'tb'e inhabitants of Nova-Scotia and New Bruns­
wick, and the' traces of the calamity are now no long­
'ei'visibic. The only ohject of interest in tRistown-
IShip, remaining to be noticed,is a well at no great dis­
tanCe from the banks of Salmon River, which isalJ'ect­
ad in an oxtraordinary manner by the tides, being 

"emptied of its contents at 'high water, but filled os. 
'-oon as the ebb has taken place. No satisfactory 
',cause bas yet been assigned for this phenomenon. 

'The- western district, which extends from Bear­
. river to the 'iouth west line of the County, and oon-
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tains Clarge, Digby, and part of Clements, has not 
the saine advantages of salt marshes and fertile in .. 
tervals as the eastern district, nor is the upland in 
general so favourable for tillage. The surfllce.soil 
however is no where impracticable, 'ihe growth of 

:native wood is exqellent, and abundant, the pas\u­
:I'age'remarkably sweet, health,y, and (consideringt~e 
'nature of the climate) oflong duration,and the strea"s 
of fresh water, both numerous and durable.L-
To this enumeration of its advantages may be ad .. 
ded the peculiar formation of the district, which, 
owing to the indentations made by Annapolis basin 
an4 St. Mary's bay, brings fish, sea manure, and 
boat navigation within the reach of every settlet. 
The district iY1e1ds for exportation, beyond what is 
required for 'its own consumption, considerable qltan'" 
tities of dry and pickled fish, lumber, neat cattle, 
$heep, butter, oats, and barley. 'rhe cuiture of 
wheat, rye, and inc1inn corn, is more or less practis­
'ed, but not with such success as to prechide the ne'" . 
'cessity of importing a proportion of those articles· •. 
Green crops of all kinds succeed well, and in generaL 
the same may be said of pulse, hops, fruits, and gar--'. 
den stuff. Much of this western district yet remains. 
in a rude and uncultivated state, but the rapid in-. 
-crease of popUlation must soon subdue it. By ·the· 
~en8US taken A. D. 1827, the number ofsoulsappear- . 
ed to be about six thousand; and upon a carefl1~ 

romparison of older tables, it would seem that the· 
annual increase· has been at the rate of nearly flv. 
percent. 
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COUNTY OF SHELBURNE. 

-rhis County is bounded on the east by Que~n'8 
County, on the north by Annapolis County, and on 
the south and west by the Atlantic ocean. It con­
tains four Townships---Yarmouth, Argyle, Barring-
ton, Shelburne. . 

The Township of Yarm01tlh lies between Clare and 
Argyle, with the latter of which it forms a district, 
anti is bounded on the west by the Atlantic ocean, 
and OD the east by ungranted lands. Its medium 
length is about twenty, and its breadth twelve miles. 
It comprises about 100,000 acres ofland, exclusive 
of allowances for lakes, of which eighty have been 
already explored. The principal one, lake George, 
is, next to Rossignol, the largest in the Province. 
Besides these lakes, the township is intersected by 
the Yarmouth, Chebogue, Chegoggin, Beaver, Sal­
mon, and Tusket Rivers. The face of tIle country 
is very agreeably diversified, and in point of scenery 
it is one of the most beautiful portions of N ova~Scotia. 
The climate is more temperate than that of less in­
sulated parts of the Province, the mercury very 
rarely falling as low as Zero, nor rising higher than 
800. The mean temperature is about 480. At a 
short distance from the salt water, apples, plumbs, 
and cherries, succeed well ; and on the banks of the 
Tusket-pears, peaches, and melons ripen. The 
sea breeze and the fogs which occasionaJly occur in 
summer, render Yarmouth more suitable for the pro­
duction of potatoes and grass, the manufacture of 
butter and cheese, and the rearing of cattle, than 
for the culture of grain, of which not more than five 
thousand bushels were raised in 1827. The soil of 
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the upland is in general strong and producti ve, but 
tequires much labour in the first instance, before it 
can be brought into a state of culture. The marshes1 

though extensive, are very inferior to those at the 
lead of the Bay of Fundy. They yield when dyl{ed 
sood graM, but are too spongy to admit of the use of 
the plough, partaking more of the quality of peat, than 
.fA alluvial deposit. The principal harbotlr is Cape 
J'orchu, which is large and well sheltered. It is· 
lUI'I'Ounded by mud flats, that are bare at low tides, 
but the channel is navigable for large ships, as far as 
.heupper part of Yarmouth village, and for small 
.-aft, 81 far as the foot ofthe lock at Milton, while 
tlle BOund atl"ords good ancllorage, for vessels of any 
Iize. Chebogue river is navigable six or seven miles 
from the sea, and expands at its mouth into a good 
harbo~. The first white inhabitants in this part of 
the country, were a few Acadians from the Port 
Soyal Colony, who formed several little settlements 
in the district, since called Yarmouth. The remains 
of a ftourishing one still exist at the head of the Che­
pggm. marsh, and the apple trees: stone walls, and 
callan, at Crooker's point, on Chebogue river, are 
laid to be the relicts of an extensive hamlet of the 
lBine people. The moet compact village was at Ray­
aatd'. falls, fifteen miles up the Tusket river. To 
this place they fled for refuge, when the sentence of 
,enera1 transportation was passed upon them in 1755. 
But even the solitude and seclusion of tbis spot did 
Dot shelter them from the pursuit of their enemies. 
A boat, dispatched from an armed vessel in the 
mouth of the Tusket, and guided by native pilots, a8-
.OOed the river and ita chain of lakes, to invade 
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this asylum, and advanced within. mlle of the vil­
lage. At a narrow strait, where the river is eon­
tracted to twenty or thirty yards in width, and the 
umbrageous branches of the sombre pines overarch· 
ed the pass, and enveloped it in shade. An ambus­
cade had been formed by the fugitives, and the un­
suspecting crew, surprised under the very muzzles of 
their assailant's guns, received a most dreadful dis­
charge of musketry, which either killed or wounded 
tIle whole party. This petty triumph, though it 
might gratify revenge, and procrastinate their capti­
vity, only served to render their fate more certain, 
and they were at last compelled to fly. Some escap­
ed to the woods, and becoming domiciliated with the 
Indians, never after wished to return to the hannta, 
or the habits of white men; but the greater pal1 
were captured, and transported with their families to 
New England. After the pacification of 1768, they 
were permitted to return, and the Acadians of Clare, 
Eel Brook, and Pubnico, are chieRy the des.cendants 
of these people. During the period which interven-. ' 

ed between their expulsion and their return, the, 
country was settled by the English. 

On the 9th of June, 1761, a few families, finally 
amounting to 85 souls, arrived from Sandwich,. 
small town near Plymouth, in New-England. Their 
chief inducement to remove to Nova-Scotia, was the 
extensive marsh of Chebogue, and the convenienc~ 
of the coast for carrying on the fishery. The grea~­
er part of them settled at the head of the marsh, ,on 
the site of a French settlement, and in most instancea 
they erected their houses on the cellars, which had 

been dug by their predecessors. Having fini.he~ 

Digitized by Google 



180 

them so fal' as to afford them a comfortable shelter, 
they undertook the serious task of passing thei~ first 
winter in the dreary and lonely spot of which they 
had taken possession. They had brought with them 
two horses, six oxen, fifty cows and calves, and two 
hogs. . The horses they immediately sent back as 
'useless incumbrances. Of the horned cattle, twenty­
seven died of hunger and exposure to the weather, 
and the rest were killed for food. The winter was 
unusually severe, and the snow lay for months, near­
ly four feet deep. An accident having befallen the 
vessel on which they wholly depended for their sup­
plies, they were reduced to the most pitiable straits 
for want of provisions. For a long time they were 
without bread, potatoes or any substitute, and after 
their meat was consumed, they were constrained to 
sustain nature by making usc of the hides of the 
cattle, and o'ne or two actual1y perished for want of 
suitable nutriment. As the t;:pring advanced the re­
collection of their past sufferings had a different effuct 
on different minds. :Six families) terrified ·and dis­
heartened, returned home as soon as they collld 
procure a conveyance, while the remainder, reduced 
fn number to thirty-eight souls, resolved to exert 
themselves in such a manner as to prevent the re­
currence of similar misfortunes. In a short time they 
were joined by several other emigrants from differ­
ent fishing towns of New England, and in six years, 
they computed as many as sixty families. On the 
7th of April, 1767, a general grant of the township 
was passed in one hundred and fifty shares of 666 
acres each, with reservations for the use of Govern­
ment, and a space of 300 feet from the high water 
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mark, on the harbours of' Cape Forchu and Che­
bogue, for the use of the fisheries. There is there~ 
fore no ungranted land in the township. Yarmouth 
has always been in n state of steaQY improvement, 
and from its local advantages, and the enterprising 
spirit of its inhabitants, it promises to become a most 
flourishing and wealthy place. 

louis. houses. borned bonea. Ibeep. Iwine. 
cattle. 

In 1790 there were 1300 Ilnd 200 14n 92 1880 870 
1808 2300 340 2000 2U 8000 8CO 
]822 4000 570 
1827 4350 620 4000 220 8000 1500 

Of these there are forty families, belonging to the 
Chul'ch of England, amounting to 200 souls, and 
families of Catholics, amounting to 40, and '720 fami­
lies of Diseenters of different denominations. There 
are 10,000 acres ofland, 1,000 acres of dyked marsb, 
and .2,000 of undyked marsh, under cultivation of 
different kinds. From which are annually produced, 
among othel' articles,abollt 5,000 tons of hay, UO,-

100 bushels of potatoes, 100,000 pounds of butter and 
cheese. The three latter have most deservedly a 
high reputation. There are in the township a Court 
House, (including within it a Jail)' an Episcopal 
church, and a Congregationalist, Baptist, and Me­
thodist Meeting HOllse, eighteen emaIl school houses, 
fourteen grist mills, and six hnndred and twenty 
dwelling houses. The registered vessels belonging 
to, and employed from Yarmouth were, 

year. vessels. tonnage. 
In 1790 26 544 

1808 41 1880 
1828 65 SOOO 

Two of these are employed in the trade with Liver-
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pool, in England. About twenty voyages. are made 
annually to the West Indies, and the reEit of the ship­
ping is employed in coasting and fishing. The duties 
collected at this place, and paid into the Provincial 
'.l'reasury, are upwards of .£1000 per year. On all 
the rivers there are contiguous lines of settlement, 
and the clusters of the farm houses, in some places, 
approach to the village form, as at Chebogue cove, 
Ohio, Wellington, &c. Yarmouth and Milton are 
classed among the towns of Nova-Scotia. The for­
mer is situated on the east side of the principal har­
bour, and contains in the length of a mile seventy­
five dwelling houses, exclusive of stores and other 
buildings. There are nine trading establishments 
in it, besides small retail, and mechanic's shops. It 
has also a social library, established by subscription. 
At the latter place there are twenty-two houses with­
in a Jess space, and three trading establishments j 

and at Chebogue four more. About twenty years 
ago, a communication was formed between the llea4 
of Yarmouth and the lakes, in the rear of the town,: 
ship, by means of a lock, but it did not answer the 
expectations of the projectors, and has been suffered 
to faUintodecay. 

Argyle lies between Yarmouth and Barrington, and 
is bounded on the south and west by the several 
courses of the sea coast. It includes all the Islands 
in front of it, and contains altogether 120,000 acres 
or about one hundred and eighty seven square miles. 
This township affords many good situations for farpl­
ing, and contains extensive marshes, partiQularly on 
the Tusket river at Abubtic, Pubnico and the har­
bour of Coquiquit. The upland is somewhat infe~ 
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tior to that of Yarmouth, but the remarks which 
have been made respecting the climate, agriculture 
and resources of that place, equally apply to Argyle. 
At the mouth of the Tusket river there are about 
three hundred Islands called the Tuskets, many of 
which are well cultivated and affi)rd good shelter 
and anchorage for schooners. The value of these 
retreats is much enhanced by the circumstance of 
there being but three harbours (Cape Forchu, grand 
Passage and Digby) from thence to the head of the 
Bay of Fundy. From schooMr passage (one olthe 
Island harbours) to the mouth of Tusket river, the 
distance is eight miles, and from thence to the bridge 
eight miles further; throughout the whole of this 
extent, the anchorage and shelter is good. The 
lowest depth of common tides at high water is !!ix­
teen feet, but the ship navigation may be said to 
cease at the village near the bridge, although the 
tide flows a mile further. Three miles above this 
place, the river passes through lake Vaughan and 
then branches oft· both east and west. The latter has 
been explored in boats as far as four miles beyond 
the north east boundary of Yarmouth, and thirty 
from the ocean. The former after a distance of 
seven miles forms another befurcation. 'The north 
east stream it is said rises in the high lands, lying 
between Annapolis, Liverpool and Shelburne, called 
the blue mountains. Previous to the discovery of 
America they contained the consecrated groves in 
which the vows and sacrifices of the Indians were 
offered to the spirits of the air. There are said to be 
traces of volcanic eruptions in these hills, and the 
Savages stiU retain a superstitious awe of this scene 
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ohM religious rites of their forefathers. This stream 
has been navigated by boats 32 miles froUl the sea.-' 
The western branch rises at no great distance froUl 
sissiboo. These several str-eams often expand into 
mBSt magnificent lakes, of which there are not Jess 
than thirty or fort.y, many of them being nine or ten 
miles in length. Salmon River falls into the Tusket, 
about a mile below the bridge. The waters of these 
rivers abounds with fish of various kinds, but pnrti-

\ 

cularly with alewives, of which two thousand barrels 
are caught every year. 

The western cluster of Islands are called the bald 
Tuskets, and are connected by shoals and ledges, 
leaving to the eastward a narrow passage, which is 
distinctly seen on the approach from Cape Sable. 
rwelve or thirteen miles from the shore, and 21 
west by north from Cape Sable, lies the Seal Island, 
which is about two miles long. The southern part 
of it is elevated thirty feet above the level of the sea, 
and is covered with stunted birch trees. It is em­
phatically called the elbow of the Bay of Fundy. The 
American fishermen resort to it for wood and water; 
the former they obtain in abundance, from drift tim­
ber and wreck, and the latter from a large pond in 
the centre. Five low ragged islands lie between four 
and five miles to the N. E. of it, and are sometimes 
called the north seals, though more frequently the 
mud Islands. Wild fowl and fish are here found in 
great abundance. They are chieRy remarkable as 
the resort of Mother Carey's Chickens* which hatch 
their young here. They burrow diagonaUy under 

• See a 'Very intere.ting accounl or lbi. bird in the Colonial 
Journal. No. I. pa,. 18. 
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pund to the depth of three or four feet, and set on 
.. e egg. Ffhese are known under the various appel .. 
iatioDs of Mother Carey's chickens, stormy petrU; 
witch,81ld devii's bird. Their appearance in the 
wake of vessels, and their peculiar animation during 
a storm, create a superstitious fear in the' minds of 
Marinera, that they are either the messengers or 
agents of tempests and dtmger. Oli the American 
coast they are caUed Mother Carey's chickens, after 
8 celebrated New-England witoh, of that' name, and 
they are said to have derived their designation of 
~ Petrile' from St. Peter, on account of tbeir singular 
habit of running upon the water. When they alight on 
the sea, they face the wind, and extending their long 
wings as a support, are enabled, by the assistance of 
their webbed feet, to retain their position without 
sinking ; so little is known of their dom:estic habits, 
that sailors verily believe they hatch their eggs un­
der their wings, or as they sit upon the water.­
Their flesh is fat, greasy and rancid, which has moet 
probably given rise to the extraordinary story relat­
ed by Pennant: '4 That the inhabitants of the Feroe 
Islands make them serve the purpose of a candle, 
by drawing a wiok through their mouth and rump, 
which being lighted, the flame is fed by the'rat and 
oil of the body." 

There are two French settlements in Argyle; 
one at Pubnico, and the other at Eelbrooke ; at both 
of which places the people bear the reputation' of 
being temperate, industrious and hospitable. They 
keep good stocks of cattle, and are in general very 
comfortably settled. At the former, both the Acadi­
ans and Indianl!l subsisted for many years on eels, 
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(which are taken there in immense qUaIitities,) 8lld 
afterwards contended 101' the exclusive enjoyment of 
the fisheries. For along time mutual complaints 
were made by the contending parties to Government~ 
nor did the contest cease until the laws for regulat. 
ing the fisheries throughout the Province, were carri· 
ed into effect. The principal Acadian in this town­
ship is Bononi Dontremon, Esq. who is a lineal de­
scendant of La Tour, the former proprietor ofthe 
Province .. The principal -harbours are Pubnico, Cue.­
quequit and Abuftic, but among the Islands is safe 

. and commodious anchorage for vessels of any burden~ 
Pubnicois anexcellellt harbour, from seven to twelve 
fathoms deep, easy of access, and so situated, that 
vessels entering the Bay of Fundy in distress, may 
find shelter and supplies; Cocquiquit is only a shal­
lop harbour. It was originally laid out for the aC­
commodation of twenty families, Joyalists, emigrants 
from the States, and disbanded soldiers. 'fhey were 
in very indigent circumstances at the commencement 
of the settlement, but in progress of time acql,lired 
good f81'ros, and they now keep a stock of cattle. 

Bamngton lies between the township of Shelburne 
and Argyle, and incJudes Cape Sable Island. It was . 
granted in the year 1767, to 102 personsI!- and con--

• In the Spring of the year 1760, A. Smith, Esq. a native ar 
Cape Cod. laAded at Barrington. for tile purpose of making ar­
Tangements for the reception of his family. but finding the IlIdianB 
Dumerous. he abandoned the idea of emigrating o.nd returned hOIllI. 
Shortly after bis departure. his wife arrived:in a vessel bound on a 
f~hinl voyage, and was landed with Iler fo.mily. Here ahe remai~ 
ad five weeks, until the arrival of her husband, during which time 
she wu kindl, and hospitably treated by the SavageB. She died M 
Barrinl'OD, in March, 1828, leaving at the time of her death flye 
children, 56 grand children, 297 great grand cbildren, 64 of the 
Itb and one of the 6th ,eneration liYing, exclusive of a duehter. 
m the United State., who had a large family, and of aeveral grand 
cJailtlren· who have remo,ed from Barrillgton. 
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tains 52,000 acres, one third part of which is cover­
ed with barrens and bogs. The remaining portion 
is clothed with spruce and fir, intermingled with 
maple and birch, and occasionally with red and-grey 
oak. Th& soil in general is rocky and stubborn;­
When first cleared of the wood and stone, it is co­
vered with a deep chocolate coloured turf, whieh,re­
quires to be well manured, before it will produce a 
crop of potatoes, but after being tilled for three or 
four years, the turfbecomes decomposed, and enrich­
es the soil. When laid down to grass, . and broken 
up a second time, it becomes a rich black mould, and 
will produce as much ·per acre as the best upland ift 
any other part of the Province. When thus sub­
dued and restored to meadow, it will· continue to 
yield grass, without any admixture of moss, infinite­
ly longer than land, not subject to this desc~ption o~ 
turf. As a proof of its durability, there are several 
pieces of grass land in the township, said to have 
been originally sown by the f'rench, which for up­
wards of half a Century, have never been ploughed, 
and still continue as productive as when fust· mowed 
by the English. Agriculture, however, has made 
but small progress, having been always rather auxi­
liary to the support, than affording the means of sub­
sistance of the people. The climate is similar to that 
of Yarmouth, the air being cool, and agreeable in 
summer, and in winter the frost being much less in­
tense, than in the interior parts of the Province. . In 
the months of June, July, and August, there is a 
great deal of fog on the coast. It seldom advances 
in the day time, further than the entrance of Bar-

. rington harbour, but often covers the land at night, 
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.ni iaI diUipatcd by the morning sun. . BBrrin~on, 
like YftrnlPuth, was originally inhabited by French, 
altbough there were but few families in this town:­
Dip. In the years 176 J , 2, and 3, it was settled by 
a~t 80 families, from Nantucket and Cape Cod; in 
M;8ISaChusets. The former were induced to. settle 
llere'tto carry 011 the whale fishery, but being disap.­
pointed in their object, some returned at the com .. 
lQencement of the RevQIlltion, to Nantucket, and 
others removed into the District of Maine, so that in 
a short time Barrington was abandoned by neArly 
one half of its inhabitants. The latter were attract .. 
ed chieQy by the Cod fishery, and finding it equal to 

their exp~tations, continued to reside there. The 
pppulation or the township now amounts to 2186 
aoul6. Formerly almost every male inhabitant was 
ell).ployed in the fishery, and the catch for many 
years amounted to upwards of twenty-two thousand 
quintals, but latterly many of them have quitted this 
branch of business, and engaged in other pursuits.­
There are now owned nt Barrington 69 vessels, 
whose ~ited tonnage amounts to 2710 tons, exclu­
sive of four square rigged vessels on the stocks. 
T.wG brigs and four schooners, are employed in the 
West India trade, fifteen as coasters, eight in the 
Labrader, and forty-one in the shore fishery. 'I'he 
latter b~esl employs, besides these vessels, sixty­
two boats. Fish, therefore, is the only export from 
I:larrington,and as the cargoes beJungingto this place 
(88 well as most others on the 0088t) are generally 
entered at Halifax, the Custom House returns ex­
hibit. inoorrect view of the relative. trade of the 
Capital and th'e outports. In front of this town-
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.hip, ~d BOUth west of Barringtqn harbow:,ie Cape 
Sable Island,whieh is about four,miles in length, and. 
two in br.eadth, aQd. contains 4'~ acres, co~pote~ 
of low land. and a sandy and barren BOil.. Bet,veen 
this Island' and ~h:e main, is a strait about five ~il~ 
in length and three fourths of a mile wide in the 1Ul1!­
rowest part, but there being sevel1ll sun~eD.led~ 
in the way, it. is only frequented by coasters, It\­
though an experienced pilot has been known to carry 
through in safety, at low tides, a veBBel drawiDg fife 
teen feet of water. Cape Sable is asmaD, low, sa,n­
dy Island, (distinct from the one just mentioned) 
with a few scrubby trees in a state of decay on its 
eastern extremity. ,The clift's are white and. distjD.­
guishable at thedistaDce offive leagues, but are bro­

ken and sensibly decreasing. It is said, that in 17~ 
they were 1-20 feet perpendicular"but the highest at 
present does not~ceed8ixty. They range W. N. W. 
and E. S. E. two miles, in a semicircullll shape. Oft' 
of each point is a ledge. The eastern called t .. e 
Horse shoe, extends two miles and a half S. E. by 
S. 'the western runs oft'three miles, formed by de­
tached bodies of shingle and rock. The tide, both ebb 
and flood, sets immediately across them, and causes 
strong breakers to a considerable distance from ·the 
shore. Cape Sable is the most southern point of No­
va.Scotia, being in lat. 43-27 and Ion. W. 65-88 
Blllriogton harbour is situated three miles N. E. of 
the greater Cape Sable Island, and was originally 
settled by twelve French familios, who gave it the 
llame of Le Passage. In front of it is a white sand 
beach, nearly a mile in length, which was formerly 
a range of high hills covered with beach grass.-
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About thirty years ago, a fire unfortunately consum­
ed the herbage, and cattle being allowed to herd 
upon i't, while in this state, the roots became utterly 
destroyed. 'Since that 'time, the lOoSe sand, of which 
, it was composed, has been blown away in every di­
reCtion, and it is now reduced to the level of the sea 
at high tides. ; It has extended itself in a westward­
Jy direction in the shape of a bar, thirty yards into 
the main channel, that leads up the harbour. A mile 
and a half from this place, is the village of Barring­
ton, which consists of an inconsiderable cluster of 
bouses, the iIihabitants of the township being dis­
persed throughout the whole coast for the conveni­
ence of carrying on' the fishery. Barrington river 
which falls into this harbour, takes its rise in a lake 
about nine miles distant, called Sabimm, which is 
fifteen miles long, and from four to six miles wide, 
and is also fed by five othel' lakes, from two to four 
. miles in length. There was formerly an excellent 
salmon and alewife fishery in this river, but in con­
seqlience of Milldams and other obstructions, which 
have prevented the fish from getting to their usual 
places of spawning, the former have been almost 
annihilated, and the latter so much injured, that 
there are not more than two hundred and fifty bar­
rels taken annually. In the ueighbourhood of lake 
Sabimm, there is a growth of excellent timber, a 
'great portion of which is oak, of a tough fine grain, 
well adapted to ship building. Within the last five 
years, there have been ten square rigged vessels 
and many schooners built in this place. Port La 
Tour, the only harbour of any consequence in this 
township, is separated from that of Cap~ Negro,by a 
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peniosula" and' is only 'capable: 0(. sheltering small 
oraft. The tideleQ.ves a great ,part of the head ofit. 
dry. ' The laMs jn the, neighbourhood are barren,. 
but a small quantity of m~" enable. the aettlera 
to ke~ a few head of horned eQttJe., .The.Femai~~ 
of FOl'tLa Tour, ,erected atthia 'plaoo~previoul! t!) 
the treaty of St. Germain's in 1682, are sti1l.v~ible. 

Sh.eUnJr:ne.The township of Shelburne comprises 
all the land between the boundary of Bardngt9n and 
PortHibert, on the borders of Queen's County. The 
most prominent feature on the coast, ,after passiqg. 
the townshjp just described, is Cape Negro, the sou­
thern ,extremity of an Island of that nam~, which 
forms, with the mouth of the Clyde, river, ,two h~f· 
bours, designated as north east and porth west hal­
bours.: The Clyde rises upwards of forty miles in 
the,wteriol', in an extensive chain oflakes,apdfalls 
into tl;t~ head of this harbour. It, is saiq to be one "r t~e nu)St, beautiful rivers in Nova-SQotia, aud to 
bear' a stl'ong resemblance to the river of t~e Sall)8 
~aQle in the mother country. In some plaees it ~s~ 
sumes the appearance of a canal, and its ~Dquil 
waters, regular banks,. and long luxuriant~, 
convey ~he idea of a,negleoted aqlleduct; aUhe head 
ofthislak,e there is a great body of valuable timber, 
suitable for ship building; , , 

Fourteen miles furth~r is Shelburne harbour, Whic4 
is justly esteemed the best in America, both on, ac­
count of its. accessibility anll perfect ,security:. At 
its entr~~is M'Nutt'1il lslaI¥i, on the souther~ ~x­
tremity of vi hich. stands a light I),.o\lse" in ,18jti~ude43t 
40, and west longitude 65-8. The lante~.is .op~ 
hundred an~ twenty-five feet abov~ the leyel of ~he 
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lea. It bas . lately been· refitted, witli argand lampll 
of large dimentdons" slid . its'light may now be aeea 
at·adi.nl3e of !S·or·30··miles It is ·in every reI­
peci sit'nilar in: its r appearanCe· to the' light house at 
the'entmnce of Halifax haroour, with the cttceptioB 
or showing an rintermediaUe,light about halfway from 
the "anterns to its b~e;, In the year 1764, one hUll­
dred thousand acres bordering upon Shelburne har­
bour, or Point Roseway, were granted to ,Alexander 
M'Nutt .snd his assooiates, who located a few families 
on ,the w-e8tern side of the Port, but resided himself 
on the Island, which now bears his name. To this 
settlement he gave the name of New Jerusalem, but 
having wholly failed to comply with the conditions 
of his grant, it was escheated and the land reverted 
to th~ -Crown. It was subsequently settled b110y~ 
alists from New-York, who, upon the surrender of 
Lotd Cornwallis to the-Americans,' -conceived the 
idea of emigrating to Nova~Scotia. A hundred and 
twenty persons, -heads offamilies, having associated 
for this purpose, agreed to -admit others who might 
feel disposed to join them,' on condition of their pro­
curing testimonials of good character from some one 
of the 'original Members, and paying a smaUentrance 
fee towards defraying the contingent expeoC8s of 
the Society. Having finally increased the number 
to 471 heads of familiee, they divided themselves 
into'16 ,Companies, to eaeh of which a Captain and 
two Lieutenants were appointed, whose duty it was 
to preserVe order and regularity in theirp('()ceedings, 
to'direct the distribution of the provision and dona­
tions,aIia to enforce'an equitable division 6f the lands. 
Each company was provided with a transport for its 
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oonveyance, two for the removal of its heavy bag­
Ne and a schooner to carry borses. The associates 
were furnished with forty pieces of cannon and a 
-proportionable quantity of ammunition and militarr 
atores, and accompanied by a Commissary s issuer, 
engineer, . and a number of carpenters, who were 
suppli~d with all kinds of tools and implements neces­
sary for the formation of a settlement upon a large 
acale. Previous to their departure a board was con­
stituted by the Commander·in·Chief,ofwhich Beverly 
Robinson, .Esq. was appointed President, whose duty 
it was to apportion a pecuniary donation of Govern­
ment, among the most meritorious of the settlers.­
The necessary preparations having been completed, 
the associates with their families and servants sail­
ed from New-York, on the 27th April, 1788, in a fleet 
consisting of 18 square rigged vessels, and several 
moops and schooner, sprotected by two ships of War. 
They arrived at Port Roseway, on the 4th of May 
fOllowing. Here they were met by three Surveyors 
from Halifax, who assisted the Engineer (Mr. Law. 
son,) and a Committee of the people in selecting a 
site for the town. Mter carefully examining the 
the adjacent Country, and sounding the harbour, 
they made choice of the head of it as the most eligl­
bJe situation. A plan was then proposed and adopt­
ed, by which the town was to consist offive parrellel 
streets, 60 feet wide, intersected by others at right 
angles, each square containing 16 lots, 60 feet in 
front and UO in depth. The vacancy between the 
base line and the water, was laid out in lanes and 
lDlall 'alottments, so that every person might be ae­
eommodated with a town and water lot. The cap-

YOL. II. i5 
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tains of Companies alternately furnished fatigue 
parties to accompany the Surveyors and othel's, to 
clear the Commori at each end of the town. Here 
temporary huts and tents were erected, one of which' 
was assigned to each family, together with 'a stand 
of arms', accoutrements and ammunition. The order' 
and regularity observed in these labours produced' 
the greatest despatch. Hills were levelled, hOllofl 
fitled up, trees torn up by the roots, and the most' 
s~vere operations performed with cheerflilnessand 
8lacrity. The Rosewny river at that season 'of the 
year swarmed with salmon and gaspereaux, 'and the 
harbour was filled with cod fish, halibut, lobsters and 
shell fish, which not only supplied the people' with .­
wholeso~e variety in their food, but matena])y in­
creased their stock of provisions. On the 11 th or 
july, the town was laid out into two Divisions DortlY 
and south, the streets named, the squares and lot. 
numbetied, and every'settler accommodated with'lSfj 
acres of land on each. side of the harbour, alid Ii town 
and water lot. As soon as the division ot the land 
took place, the inhabitants began to build houses, cut 
down the woods, and make preparations for sowing 
grain the ensuiug year. In the month of AUgllBt; 
fheywere visited by his Excellency Governor'Parr, 
who wai welcomed with every demonstration of joy ~ 
He was received by the officers and men with pre­
Bented arms, at the foot of King's street, from whenCe 
they formed a double row to the head of it, wherea 
conation had been previously prepared. His Ex:' 
~e'itcy took this· opportunity of Conferring Ii name 
upon the place, by drinking prosperity to the town of 
SMlbtame. ,The presence and encouragement of the 
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~vemor increased the exertions of the people, and 
houses were erected and a town built with incon­
ceivable rapidity, The hurry and toil attending Jhese 
extraord(nary exertions had not subsided, when late 
in t~e autumn they received a large and :unwel­
come addition to their numbers. The revolted Co­
loni~ having obtained their independancet an in­
undation of refugees, (many of whom ~ere of a very' 
QPposite character to the first settlers,) was poured 
into Shelburne contrary to the stipulation of the as­
.,ociates, with whom it had been expr~ssly agreed 
that no such persons should be introduced aPlong 
tbem. It was, however, too late to rempnstrat~, and 
they received them into theil' houses until they could 
provid(l shelter for themselves. They also enl~rged 
the town for their acoommodation, by converting 
the Common at each e,nd of Shelburne into two other 
divisions. The north was called Parr's in h,on~\lr of 
the Governor, and the south Patterson's, frQPl an 
affectionate remembrance of a British General orihat 
~ame. Thus rose the town of Shelburne, the popu­
!ation of which amounted to nearly twelve thousand 
inhabitants. >It Its decline was almos~ as, rapid ¥lS its 
growth. Remote from the other settlements of the 
Province, surrounded by the forest without roads, 
situated too far from the entrance of the harb~ur, to 
reap the ad vantages of the fishing grounds, and filled 
with people, who were unacqllained with the ,mode 
of settling the wilder~ess, it was impossible t,hat such 
a town, so constituted, could long exist. Many.,~fthe 

inhabitants removed to other parts of the Province, 
but the greater part returned to their native land. 

• By lome it hal been htimated u bi,h u fourteeD tbOIllaDd. 
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The l~mentations of the peopJe, who attributed their 
misfortuoes rather to the poverty of the soil and the 
Dature of the Country, than to their own imprudence 
in assembling together in a wilderness, without the 
means of support, have had a powerful effeot in rais­
in~ a prejudice against Nova-Scotia, and the charac­
ter of the Province is therefore as much misunder­
stood in the United States as it is England. Shel­
burne is at present in a most dilapidated state, and 
the very circumstance of its having been once aban­
doned, has continued to keep it so. It is said that 
within these few years past, it appears to be emerg­
ing from the obscurity into which it had fallen. The 
harbour is about twelve miles in length and affords 
lare anchorage for veSsels of the largest class. The 
town is situated on its north east border, from which­
it rises with gentle acclevity. It is sheltered from 
the eastwardly wind. by high lands in the rear, and 
h~ a western aspect, which renders it cool and 
agreeable in summer. The harbour in front of the 
town is about three miles and a quarter in width, 
the opposite shore of which was chosen for the resi­
dence of the several regiments* that accompanied 
the first emigrants. Extensive barracks were built 
on this spot, for their accommodation, but the troops 
having been withdrawn soon after the settlement of 
tbe town, they are now in ruin. On both sides Of 
the harbour there are still a number of settlers, but 
their farms are not extensive, in conseqnence of 
their attenti~n bein~ divided between tillage and 

• Maraball Bere.rord, who was then a young officer in one of 
th •• ,iment" 10lt bis eye rrom the accidental discharge of a 
fbi .. , of one of hi I brother officers, who bad accomponied him on 
a Iboolin, excur.ion amongst the bushes, whicb then occupied the 
.pa .. rr,m the barrack. to the water aide. 
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fishing. Birch town, situated at the north welt 

arm of the harbour, (which at the formation of Shel­
burne was accupied by a large population of Ne­
groes,) is now almost forsaken, the principal part of 
them having been removed about the year 1786, 
to Sierra Leone, under the direction of John Clarke­
son, Esq. . The Roseway or Shelburne river is very 
extensive, but interrupted by several rapids; about 
twelve or fourteen miles from the town a chain of 
lakes commenees, which extends to the northward, 
and reaches to within a short distance of those that 
feed the river Imbert, in the County of Annapolis; 
the shores of the river and lakes abound with timber . 
of oak and juniper, of the largest dimensions, and the 
best quality of any in the Province. This circum­
stance has given a deservedly high character to the 
numerous. vessels that have been built at Shelburne, 
within the last seven years. The Bea coast, from 
Shelburne to Port Hibert, is deeply .ndented with . 
harbours, around which is a numerous and hardy po- . 

polation, occupied chiefly in the fishery, but cultivat­
ing many excellent spots of ground. The first of 
these Bre Jordan river and Green harbour. The for­
merrises a great distance in the Country, and is navi 
gable as far 88 tho head of the tide, which ascends. 
about ten or twelve miles. The latter is only suita­
ble for the reception of small vessels. Beyond thes. 
is Port Mills better known as Ragged Island har­
bour, a name it has derived from the broken and 
rough appearance of numerous Islands, lying oft'its 
entrance. Thisis the most extensive station fortJte 
.hore fishery in the County of Shelburne, and em­
ploys and enriches the inhabitants, several of whom . 
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N'e ~g~d iD q prqfitable trade with the West In .. 
llies. 'I',lu~ neJt 'tRapbour is withiri the ,lIAT 
4}f~al>li:; rive]Oo f'rem Lewis head, the PQinr 
PIl th~ weaternside of thi!:! Bay, tQ the Illout~ 9f thq 

a the diiltil4Rce 

three mUes, and from thence to the bridge, atits con .. 

0,0U''''''~'~o with the tide, or seViln m:b,ile, 
the n£J&eigatiQn ernsero Thiil riee]O is of grea~ 

~:J.tent, but the Country about its source having beell 
o~00''''''''00p'' by tfre, there are settleril bcynnd 
J>ridge, but between that and its mouth it is inhabit-

on hnth iOind their descnndantro 

Thern an rntenrire fisherh carried on at this place" 
And. tpe craft engaged ~n it are above the ordinary 

veilil{,ls. Thnrr is shelter b:bm thr 

~naertQw during gales of wind from the southward, 
ar the dottmAi hn:bd St,nd, smd thn 

lWater is shallow during the ebb of the tide, it is an 
Jl~safe anchorage. TIle pnll rcmIinirg hagobz:mr 

COililt tr be 'will 
not ~ccommodate vessels drawing any great depth of 

fmq onlh remnrkabln for lIibert whirb 
lies on the open ocean, and yields foul' or five tODI 

hay :b%nnn4dly,mhich is C1it anh cU1rh upo!, it 
hi0000001~a of thiS adjfsininb coasto The main 

post road in the County of Shelburne is IDore than 
silne hnndred milT:;! in "ftento Bnlifa, YfHoo 
mO\~th, it is in an excellent atate of rep~r, but it be. 
Qi:bm~8 gradtt5illy worse fEB it npprnnchfEr 
~nd from thence to Liverpool is little more than a 
Jlorsc,Mth. °rhe whole of the interior of the country, 

Port Hihert, diEStance 
les~ thJ1n ninety miles I) on the north side of the main 
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."ad, remains, with vet, little exception, in a wUder· 

.ess state; some of it is well wooded, and in plaeee 
~e soil is of an excellent quality, but a great portion 
~( it haa been overrun by fires,anEi exhibits to the eye 
aD extensive and barren waste. Almost the whole 
of the population of this County is to be found on the 
a coast. 
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SECTION T • 

. The Island of Cape Breton,8 formerly.denominate.· 
by its French masters, L' Isle Royale, constitutes 
the most eastel'D, and at ti4e same time the most 
·northern county of Nova-Scotia, and is about equal 
to one fifth part of the whole Province, occupying 
much the same are.a as the County of Halifax beiBg 
also divided ill like m~nner; into three districts, anei 
.containing a fast increasing population, variousl,. 
-estimated at twenty, twenty-five, or thirty thousaRd. 
It sends, nevertheless, to the Provincial Assembly, 
-only two members for the whgJe county, and none 
{or its districts and townships. 

The situation of this Island with respect to Cana­
da, has occasioned it to be considered, snce the 
.earliest period of its history, as the key to that Pro­
vince. Forming the eastern barrier of the Gulf of 
St. LaWt'ence, it effectuaHy commande the access 
from the Atlantic, except by the circuit.ous routeoC 
the Straits of Bellisle, round the northern extremity 
of Newfoundland. By the commodious entrance of 
Canso st1"ait, on the southern side, ''ond by the great 
thoroughfare to the northward, between Cape-Breton. 
and Newfoundland, no vessels can pass out of the 

. If My 6rst efforts to obtain a()cilrate information of thi~ intorest­
ing and valuablfl island were so unsuccessful, that I bad almost des­
paired ef presenting the public wil h any thing beyond a mere sketcb. 
The Rev. Mr. TroUer, however, kindly undertook to open a corree­
poadence for Die with several gentlemen in Cape Brelon, and Judl8 
Marshall also favored me witb copious answers to my queries. 
From tbeee materials I compiled a briefaccount, but jU8~ a. it ~a. 
going to the press,l received an olfer from W. H. Cra w ley, Esquire. 
to in.pect Ihe manuscript,ond make such correction. and addition. u 
it .beuld require. Inslead of new notes as I bad anticipated, I reClliy­
ad a maM of most vaillable information, and sbould feel guilty of 
appropriating to myself the credit of bis labors, if I did DOt make 
an ezplioit acknowledgement of bis kindness. I beg of him and tile 
etlter ,.ntlemen allu~.d to, to accept m'1 sincere tlRnu. 
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reach of cannon in the former route, or out of sight 
in the latter; the coast of Newfoundland being wlS­
tinguishable from the northern extremity of Cape .. 
Breton, the heights of Cape North. Such being the 
relative pOl:lition of Cape Breton, which is well pro­
vided with excellent harbors, any naval power in 
poasession of it, will be arbiters of the Commerce of 
Canada, Prince Edward Island, and of all the coasts 
bounding the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

The space on the Globe occupied by Cape Breton; 
is but small, extending only from latitude 450 27, to 

.• f,70 5 north, including the southern extremity of 
Isle Madame, and the northern projection of St. 
Paul's Island ; and from the longitude of 590 38 to 
610 50 west, 'including the eastern end. of Scatari. 
Its greatest length is about one hundred miles in the 
direction ofN. E. and S. W. and the extreme width 
from S. E. to N. W. about eighty. The Island con­
sists of two natural divieions, the southern; lower 

- , 
and intersected by water, and the northern, higher 
and rugged, but continuous. The southern division 
forms, as it were, an extensive Basin, into which 
the ocean sweeps from the east through two long and 
narrow channels, inclining to the sOllth west, to­
ward the great and little Bras d' Or, and by which 
the waters are ushered into their capacious reser­
voir, usually called the Bras d' Or lake. Round this 
imprjsoned sea the land lies on the east, south, and 
west, ofmoderate elevation and diversified with, lakes; 
but presenting abrupt cliffs toward the ocean, though 
risin"g gradua!Iy from the inland shore. On the north 
the land projects with a more elevated and uneven 
8urface,0! diminishing breadth, forming the northern 
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natural division, and terminating in the promonto­
ries of Cape North and Cape St. Lawrence. 

The whole circuit. of the coast measures 275 miles, 
and is broken into bays and harbors in the Bouthem 
division, but is nearly continuous, and affords little 
shelter. for shipping in the northern. The pnnclpal , 
harbors for vessels of burt hen, are those of Syd~er, 
Louisburg, Arichat, Basin of Inhabitants, Ship Ifar­
bor in Canso strait, Port Hood, St.· Anne's, and th., 
Great Brasd' Or : but many others are capable. of . 
:receiving smaller vessels and boats. The depth qf 
the ocean around the coast, from three to fourmi~elil 

distance from the shore, is generally from twenty to 
thirty fathoms, and bold water extends close to the 
cliffs and shores. The island has been erroneouslY' 
described as surrounded by sharp pointed rocks. 011 
the south east coast some such occur, but it is proba­
ble few shores are to be found more generally free 
from these impediments to navigation. In the waters 
of the Bras d' Or, the greatest depth is sixty-two 
fathoms. 

The great Bras d' Or's cntrance, on the eastern 
side of the Island facing the shores of Newfoundland, 
appears to bc the point of separation between the 
two natural divisions already mentioned, and fo~ms, 
as before observed, the principal opening into the 
interior sea, being the only channel by which the 
shipping engaged in the timber trade can be admit~ 
ted. Its northern shore presents a precipitous range 
of grpsum crags and pits, concealed by the spread­
ing forest, interposing an elevated barrier between 
this strait and the harbor of Saint Anne, over whi~h 
ia constructed a road connecting the.two.ettlenien~. 
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The eouthel'ft shore of the strait belongs to the SOtl­

them or less elevated part of the island, and is com­
paratiTeIy built and settled by Scotch emigrants, 
throughout its whole length, nearly twenty mile~. 
Ita average width may be one mile. At the entrance 
an· aetive fishery is carried on in boatEl, the men em­
ployed being chiefly Irish from Newfoundland; and 
the same eetablishment is engaged in shipbuilding 
for the British market. 

A line of coast extends from the great BI".1s d' Or, 
in a south east direction, as far as Cow Bay, about 
thirty miJes, which lllay be denominated the coal 
eoast, nearly the whole range being faced with per­
pendicular cliffs, streaked with veins of coal. The 
eountry on the summits of these cliffs is level, but 
becomes· undulating in the interior. The land ig 
.ell adapted for cllItivation, and in the unsettled 
parts is clothed with timber of good size, except near 
the margin of the cliffs, where it is usually over:;:prend 
With stunted 8pruce and other fir trees, all inclining 
landwards from the fury of the Atlantic storms, flnt­

tened at the top into the semblance of so many um­
breHas. In the cultivated parts, however, the coast 
wears a very dissimilar aspect, the summits of the 
elifIS being arrayed in a green sward, gently rising .s it extends backwards to the forest, which shows 
lit the dietatlce a wall of mojefltic trees, generally 
beecb, birch, ()to maple. 

On this coast the next haven is the little Bras d' 
01-, or smaller- Channel to the inland waters. The 
ihte1'YeJiing shore of six miles is unpromising in ap­
pearance, when viewed from the sea, and is yet but 
tltiftly inhabited. Here the northwestern end of the 
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island Boularderie the separating land of the tWG 

Bras d' Ors, juts out a long and narrow point named 
Acani, and renders it often a perilous adventure tt> 
perform the transit by sea, from the one Bras d' 
Or to the other. A sunken bar at the mouth of the 
little Bras d' Or, forbids the entrance of vessels of 
burthen. This strait runs in a similar direction tf) 

that of the larger channel, narrow and crooked, but 
affording interesting views of river scenery, a, dia­
tance of six: or seven miles, when it opeos lOt ollce to 
the width of from two to three miles, nnd thus FQ­

ceeds about seventeen miles further to th,e western. 
end of the Island of Boularderie. Here the waters 
of the two channels unite, being six miles across, b",t 
they lessen in width, until ten miles further, S. w.. 
they contract into the narrows, or straits of Barrl\, 
being the only opening into the great Bras d' Or Jak~. 
Descendants of the old French Colo~lists inh!1bif, 
the little Bras d' Or, from the mouth to the part 
where it grows wide, in which latter spot the settl~­
ment takes the name of the French village. A rO!l~l 
leads thence across to the Coal Mines ill Sydney har; 
bour, and from the opposite or northern shore,S 0. 

road proceeds across Boularderie Island to the Br~, 
d' Or. The people of this settlement are employe~ 
both in farming and fishing. '1 he fishery is cart:iefil 
on in boats, at building which the people ,urQ "pry 
expert. The soil is not inferior, but great part,s of 
the Country is still occupied by the forest; and ~bc 
situation oftMs village is much admired for its tr~!l,­
quit and sylvan prospect. A traveller leaving~hif 
,place, and proceedulg along the widening arm ,of ,the 
little Bras d' Or, would suppose he was ,nt~ri~, i~; 
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&tead of receding from the ocean, the land at the 
western extremity being invisible from the distance. 
The south shore is settled nearly continuously to the 
narrows of the Great Lake, by Scotch Highlanders 
or Islanders, and a few Irish near the village: but 
the northern or Boularderie side is less inhabited, 
and the banks are steeper although the land is not 
inferior. Along the south shore and above the viI­
la,q'e, lies Long Island. The deep narrow passage 
between it and the main land, displays views exceed­
ingly picturesque, the banks being high and w1)oded, 
and when dressed in their autumnal tints, are parti­
cularly pleasing. This Island is narrow, and slopes 
away nearly to the level of the water, en its outer 
or northern side. About this part of the little Bras 
d' Or, is the greatest depth to be found in these wa­
ters, not excepting the Great Lake, measuring sixty 
fathoms off the western end of the Long Island, and 
sixty-two a few miles further westward. These 
depths afford the finest cod that are caught during 
the winter, by lines introduced through openings cu~ 
in the ice. 

Bydney-is the next harbour on this line of coast, 
at nearly the same interval of six or seven miles, 
the intervening shore affording only two boat har­
bours, called the Little Pond and the Big Pond, set­
tled by English and Irish. The harbour of Sydney, 
called sometimes Spanish river, and one some charts, 
Dartmouth harbour, presents an entrance of nearly 
two miles in width, four miles above which it diverg­
es into two branches, denominated the northwest 
arm and the southwest arm, each of which are pro­
tected from the sea by a low bar. The Coal Mine. 
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are worked on the western side of the harbour, Odt .. 

ade of the bars, and are consequently in an exposed 
situation for shipping, which it is said to be in the 
contemplation of the present Mining Company to 
improve by erecting a pier. At present vessels are 
obliged to desist from loading on the approach of an 
easterly gale, and run for shelter into the northwest 
arm, above the bars. This arm extends four miles 
to its head, where it is entered by two small rivers. 
Leitch's creek and Ball's creek, the former issuing 
from a Jake, and the latter proceeding from a clistance 
of eight miles in the interior, through a fertile and 
well timbered tract of country. The arm preserves 
a width of more than a mile, and makes a fine ap­
pearance, its cultivated hills being thickly dotted 
with. farm houses. Two or thrce miles from Point 
Edward, the place where the two arms of the har· 
bour diverge, and on the eastern side of the south· 
west arm, a peninsula, of which 300 acres in area 
furnishes the site of the little viJIage ca))ed the town 
of Sydney. The penintmla and front of the town, 
presents a crescent toward the west, the bank being 
here about thirty feet in height, and perpendicular; 
but level on the top, and the water is bold, offering 
through the whole distance, to its termination at 
Freshwater creek, favourable situations for wharves; 
and a low~point in front of the town,llllderthe batteries 
of the Garrison, lies most conveniently for aDock­
Yard. The surface ofthe peninsula slopes gently to 
the waters edge,on its eastern shore, between which 
and the main land a scarcely sheltered creek affords 
reception to vessels of small burthen. The sout,hwest 
arm contracts two miles above Sydney) become. 
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winding, and resembles a river, and at the Forb, 
about six miles above Sydney, it receive's two 1!Imall 
rivers, the northernmost proceeding from a little 
lnke, encompassed by high wooded banks, termed 
the Portage lake. A Jow carrying place or portage, 
lies between this lake and the head of the eastern 
arm of the Bras d' Or lake, which here terminates in 
a landlocked Basin, known by the Indian name of 
Tweedporge. Considered as one port, the harbour 
of Sydney is one of the most capacious and secure in 
the Provinces. The surrounding land is a fine agri­
cultural tract; the advantages for carrying on the 
fishery excellent, its trade is opened to all parts of 
the Globe, by its late admission to the number of the 
free ports ; and the materials for prosecuting that 
trade to be found abundantly in the prime articles of 
coals, fish, timber, anel agricultural produce: not­
withstanding which capabilities, its advance has been 
'V'ery slow, ifit can be said to have anvanced at aU, 
since its establishment in the year 1788, by Gov. 
Desbarres. At that time a regimeht was stationed in 
Sydney, and until the a~nexation of that Island to 
Nova-Scotia,the Lieut.-Governor and otherProvillcial 
officers resided there. The incomes of these func­
tionaries being spent in the place, together wiih the 
revenues frum the mines, appears to have had the 
effect of withholding the attention of the trading 
classes from other sources of emolument. The ces­
sation of these revenues,- however, has not had the 
effect of creating a spirit of commerce. The tide of 
fortune has not yet set towards Sydney, and it ap­
pears, together with Louisburg, to be neglected for 
places that cannot vie with it in natural capabilities. 
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It extends one third· of a mile in length, and consists 
of about sixty houses, containing four hundred and, 
fifty souls. The Courts of Justice are held, and the 
public offices are kept at this place, where all the 
prinoipal officers of the County reside. Within a 
square at the north end of the town are situated the 
Barracks, Government Store and Commo.ndant's 
house, which add much to its appearance. A Gap­
tain and 40 men are stationed for the preservation 
of the buildings and the protection of the town. 
The other public edifices are a Court House, Episco­
pal Church, (built of stone) a Dissenting Meeting. 
House, a Roman Catholic Chapel. and a market 
house. The Roman Catholics have laid the founda­
tion of a spacious stone Chapel, which, if completed 
according to the design, will be a great ornament to. 
Sydney. The streets are regularly laid out, the pri­
vate houses in general well built, the grounds in 
the vicinity cultivated with some taste, and the 
whole being interspersed with gardens filled with 
fruit trees, presents a very pleasing appearance. 
The Country around is settled by disbanded soldiers 
and deseendants of American Loyalists, intermixed 
with some Irish and Scotch; and a settlement of 
French, from Prince Edward's lilland, is formed at 
BaIl's creek, already mentioned, at the head of the­
N. W. arm. Roads proceed from Sydney up the 
south shore of the S. W. arm, and along the sou­
thern side of the Bras d' Or lake to St. Peter's, and 
thence to Lenox Passage and Ariehat, round the 
north-west arm,and thence to the Mines, French vil­
lage, Great Bras d' Or and St. Anne's, across the 
country to Lingan, and along the eastern shore of 

VOL. II. 27 

Digitized by Google 



the harbottl' to Low Point, all old Irish settiemeDt 
opposite . the Coal Mines ; also. across the Country to. 

Mira and LouisbW'g, continued from the latter piaoC' 

tl) Gobarus Bay, and fro.m the former to Menadon.­
Between·SYdney and wngan, the next harboQr OD 

litis: Coast, the' soH· is fertile and well timbered, both 
uear'the shores 8Ad in thi:dlltenor. It Is oeCopied 
chiefiy by the Irish already deSignated, Who give ttle 

. name of Low Poi-nUo. the whole seUiemeJ1t, from the 

eastem siEle of Sydney harbOui, yound the eout to 

liingaD,· the settler", of which are likewise principally 

1M or' thoir' dGsceodants. Kilkenny lake, on the 
road ftoom'Sydney to LingaR, is a deep clrcWBI: pond 
in the midSt of tbis fertile tract, which rises graau. 
alry l'OlHld this smaY piece of water with a very im­
poSjAg eifeot . 
. 'Ungan is a spacious oN-a! basin., skirted by fine 

land,' partly: settled and partiy wooded, but the en. 

thtBce is too shallow to admit vessels of' bUnben. 
The ooalltel'e is excellent, aad the mining (lOmpaDT 

have- . commenced opeftl.tions, witit the: intention' or 
sporting l\ence, as weH as from Sydney; but ffOnl 
~heeiroum8t6JWe of the shoal entrance, luge vessela 

. .,ilI·not" be able to toad, imJ's~ tile 'pnprietOl'l 8nc­
eeed in 'eireciing;and inain~i~ng.a: ~.per!openiDg. 
This plaoe is nOted tor the innumerable ftoeb. of wild 
pine,which descend;in!cloude, to feed upml the sea 
,,"eed~di~s; of the ftats iniide the b..... . 'The 

iriah'8~ement trontinu8s along the coast £rom Lin· 
gaft..tQtbc· saRali Bbat harbQr of gla~:Bay. ·FIODl 

thenOe- to·Gow Bay behd;the termlnationofthia ooaet, 
it is an' abrbPt cliff· ·without· inbabimnta., b.t well 
.tored with coat ''the veins of this mineral present 
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• red appearance in many places, having been ra. 
du~d to,a cinder, by a fire which raged at a distant 
period, and continued bW'ning in the recec3Ses Qf th~ 
'dift" during winter and summer ,througk sev.eral Years. 

At the northern head of Cow Bay, the land sud. 
deDIy forming an angle, inclines due south to Ca~ 
Breton, a low point whence the island takes,its name. 
This coast is' deeply indented. by Cow Bay an~ ~ir4 
or Mira bay, the former being interposed betwee~ 
the main land and a barren peninsula, five miles 
long and two broad, attached by a low stripof sand 
Ilamed False Bay Beach, which prevents the com­
munication between Cow Bay and Mire Bay, an~ 
deceives the mariner approaching from the sea, by 
the appearance of an entrance. At the head of Cow 
Bay eDsts a small settlement of Amerioan l-oya1is~. 
~r their d~cendants, of which elasslikewise D!'11 tb4J ' 
aettlers on Mire Bar and river, Mire or Mira is a re­
markable river, or perhaps may .be more truly des­
cribed ~s a long and narrow l~ke, prolonged intofu, 
aea. The part usually called the Mire or Milward 
Lake, is eight miles in length, and half a ulile wide. 
It is fed by Salmon River, a stream that. takes ita 
rise in lakes nearly thirty miles from the coast at 
Mire Bay, near the lakes that empty themselvea. 
in an oppo~ite direction by Grand River, at the sou·' ',' 
.dIern QOast,in the vicinity of St. Peter's B~y. Hence. 
the waters gush through a narrower channel fourte~n 
miles fW'ther into the beautiful Mire Bay, a crescent 
~f fair sandy beach, well wooded, and commanding 
a noble prospect Qf the ocean. Throughout ~ 
eouree of the riyer, tJ'te country is very, pretty ,bpt th~ 
soil is ra(her, light and' thin. The inhabitant. are an 
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agricultural people, but the improvement of the coon· 
try is retarded by an old grant of 100,000 acres, in· 
cluding the land on the river and buy, to 100 person. 
who never settled there. Of this tract a part hal 
since been granted to the present occupants, bllt the 
old title is supposed to invalidate the latter, and pre­
vents the settlement of the remainder. The river 
becomes more narrow, and is enclosed by high and 
rugged banks, near the mouth, where it meets a 
sand bank thrown up by the ceaseless turmoil of the 
Atlantic, heaving against the out-rushing waters of 
the river, and which unfortunately admits not ves­
sels of burt hen to enter this beautiful canal and resel"­
v.oir. The road from Louisburg to Sydney is conti­
nued, by means of a ferry, over a picturesque part of 
the river. On a low island, near the entrance of the 
lake, myriads of swallows appear, darkening the air 
and loading every bush and twig; long before those 
birds are seen in many other parts of the country, 
and even during the winter, on mild days, they issue 
forth in numbers. This circulUstance would seem to 
prove, that swallows, instead of emigrating in Cape 
Breton, take up their winter abodes in caves or hol­
low trees, as they arc said to have been discovered 
torpid in Sweden, or rather Slink in the mud, which 
is also asserted, for it would be difficult, in that mar­
lihyisland, to find caves to receive such swarms. On 
the eastern side of the Mire Lake, out of the limits 
of the old, a scottish settlement is forming, which is 
not distant more than five or six miles across the 
cooatry, to the head of Gabarus Bay. From the 
mouth of the rivf'r this would be a voyage of thirty 
miles. 
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Round the southern point of Mire Bay, and p~ 
tected from the tempestuous ocean by the island of 
Scatari, lies the small harbor of Menadon, the seat 
of a busy village of fishermen. At this place reside 
most of the coasters, who supply Halifax with coal 
from the mines of Sydney. Opposite the harbor the 
triangular Island of Scatari projects two of its points 
to the Atlantic, and the third toward Menadon, being 
in length about five miles, and in breadth three. 
-This Island is the most easterly dependency of Cape 
Breton, Rnd consequently uf Nova-Scotia. The soil 
is poor and not permanently inhabited, but it offers 
a most excellent station for fishermen. One thousand 
families might there establish their dwellings, and 
fish from their boats on productive ground, within 
-Call of their houses. They would have sufficient 
space for small gardens, but would be dependent on 
the mines, or on the neighbouring coast for food. 
This island being usunlly the first land made by ves­
sels from Europe, to any of the Colonies eastward of, 
the Bay of Fundy; and from the common occur­
rence of vessels being ahead of their reckoning,when 
steering to the westward, the first news of its propin­
quity b~ing often given by the roar of its breakers, 
or the concu~sion- of its rocks ; shipwrecks are of fre­
quent occurrence, and few places on the coast of 
North America more obviously call for the precaution 
of a light-house. 
- Cape-Breton, better known to the marjners oftbe 
const, by the name of Port Novy Land, from the 
small adjacent Island of Puerto, Nuevo, is the most 
eastern, and also the lowest part of the coast. It is 
singular that this point, exposed to ~ the' continual 
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.fretting, dashing, Bnd ebullition of this. peouliarly 
restless sea, and placed at the mercy of every 6torm 
that sweeps the Atlantic, should yet bear so little 
evidenc~ of' its power. The firm material~ of its 
~mposition seem scarcely to have worn by the effeQts 
of centuries. ;' and though .so Jow, bold water form­
ing its mtu'gin, instead of reefs of scattered rocks 
and other marks of ruin, is a proof of its unbroken 
strength. 

At this Cape the coast again deflects to the S. W. 
~retohing in that direction seventy-six miles, to 
Cape Au Guet, in Isle Madame, near Arichat harbour, 
interrupted by the Bay of St. Peter's, and pierced 
with several harbors along its course. The firstof 
these, after passing two small places freqllen~ed by 
the fishing vessels, termed big and little Loran, or 
.Loranbec: is the celebrated Louisburg, before de! , 
ecribing which, it may be observed, that from Mire 
Bay to this coast the land is rocky, precipitous near 

. the shore, though not of great elevation, and inland 
rising in small hills, or as the sailors term it, hum­
macky. No waving woods are visible from the sea, 
~s on the coast previously passed; but pointed shrubs 
of the fir tribe interspersed with bare mossy intervals, 
«ive the land a different character. 

The entrance of Louisburg barbour is pointed out 
Ito voyagers arriving from the eastward, by the ruins 
-of the Light House, on the bold rocky wall of the 
Ilerth sbore; a few minutes after approaching which, . 
the Klanner shoots from a fretful sea into the smooth 
and capacious harbour. On entering, the general 
view is that of a spacious ~t not very sheltered 
port, tbe, latter appearance being occasionea by the 
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depression of the bar on the 'westem side, which 

does not show above the water, andproduceaia the 
beholder a feeling of inseouriW· from that quarter.­
The prospect seen before arriving at the north-east 

arm may- be said to be tame. Here the ragged ~nd 
peJ"P.endiaular rocks, proceeding fL'OlD the nonh: side 

of the eDt~Ce,are succeeded byirr~guIar hililt inter­
spersed with groves of fir frees; anq dotted with a feW' 
huts on the 'steep deolivitiea oeXt the harbour, con­
ferring on this retired' aml Bheltered linn a piotu .. 

resque, blltl'athet' gloomy- ail. The surrouading Iud 
is evid~t1y poor in every part of Louisburg, and the 

country seats and. gardens of the French Colonists, 
must have been created at no small labour and ex­
pense. The COtIDtry rises with a pretty quick ascent 
towards the interior; and a mile or two from the wa­
ter, the quality of the soil improves greatly-, afford .. 
iug timtier' and vegetation altogether different from 

the productions of the shores. 
The ancient wR1ls display even yet the mast attrac­

tive object to the eye. The contour of these l'aiDed 
mounds is boldly marked against the sky on the left, 
as the stranger proceeds into the port, there being no 
Mgher ~d in that direction, and prompts. enquiry 
and induces- a visit to the spot where Louisburgonco 
existed. 'rhe site of the town is.a point formed by 

the harbour and the ocean, as may be seen by Te~ 

ference to the plan. Both in- the harbour and on the 
ee&side, the-land is:J18l¥'ly even with the w.ater, and 
gently rises to the eminence crowned by the now. 

ruined"bastions, Itretching &om shore to shore, and 
. thus' outting off the- site of Louisburg from the adja­

cent cou.ntr.y. Immediately in the rear 8;xtenda a-. 
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wide lipreading bog, intersected by natural ditches; 
or rents filled with water, and in the Bummer sea- : 
son overspread with yellow aquatic lilies. The 
surface of the bog itself is covered with a fruit bear­
ing plant, resembling a dwarf raspberry, the berry 
being nearly of the size and appearance of the yel­
low Antwerp raspberry, and is termed by the inha­
bitants, " bake-apple;" The town being thus situat­
ed, the few straggling dwellings of the fishermen 
now resident there, backed by the range of mounds, 
are the first objects perceived by a voyager from the 
westward, even before entering the harbour, being 
seen over the bar, connecting the Islands at the 
mouth with the southwestern shore; and this bar 
being under water, a stranger is naturally on the 
point of making for the port through the seeming 
entrance, and thus losing his vessel upon the shoal, 
a catastrophe that has occurred with tragical conse­
qllences. 

Arriving on the area of the French city, it is found 
to be every where spread with a mantle of turf, and 
without the assistance of a native it is not easy to 
discover the foundations even of the public buildings. 
Two or three casemates yet invite inspection, ap­
pearing like the mouths of huge ovens, sllrmounted 
by a great mass of earth and sod. These caverns, 
originally the safe-guards of powder and other combas­
tible munitions of war, now serve to shelter the flocks 
of sheep that feed upon the ruins, and which are of 
a breed remarkable for its large size. The floors are 
rendered nearly impassible, by the ordure of these 
animals, but the vaulted ceilings are adorned by de­
pendent stalactites, like icicles in shape, but not in 
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purity of Color or of substance, being of a material 
somewhat resembling oyster shells. The mass of 
stone and brick that composed the buildings of Louis­
burg, and which is now swept so completely from its 
site, hils been distributed along the shores of Ame­
rica, as far as Halifax and Boston, having been sue­
eessively carried away for the erections in those 
plaeee,aad the intermediate coast, which contaios 
moy a chimney bearing the memorials of Louisburg. 
The remains of the different batteries on the Island 
anti round the harbour are still shown by the inhabi­
tants;as well as of the wharves, stoccade, and sunken" 
ships of war. On gainingthe walls above the town, 
they are found to consist of a range of earthen forti.;. 
ficatioIi with projecting angles, and extending as al~ 
ready mentioned from the harbour to the sea, inter­
rupted" at intervals by large pits, said to have been 
produced"by the efforts of the captors to blow up the 
walls. From these" heights the glacis slopes away 
to the edge of the bog outside, forming a beautiful 
level walk, though now only enjoyed by the sheep, 
being, like the walls, carpeted by short turf. At the 
termination of this line of fortification, on the sea 
19hore, is a huge and uncoutbblack rock, whioh ap­
pears to have been formerly quarried for buildinr 
stone, large quantities ready hewn being still scat· 
tered round it, and gathered in masses as ifprepared 
for that use. 

The prospect from the brow of the dilapidated 
ramparts, is" one of the most impressive that the 
place affords. Looking to the S. W. over the former 
city, the eye wanders upon the interminable ocean, 
its blue rolling waves occupying three fourths of the 
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scene, and beyond them, on the"verge ofthe horizon, 
a dense bank of fog .sweeps along with the prevail­
ing S; w .. wind, precluding al1 hope of discerning any 
vista beyond that curtain. Turning Iimdwards to­
wards the southwest, over the spacious bog that lies 
at the foot of the walls, the sight is met by a range 
oflow wood in the direction of Gabarus, and can pe-. 
netrate no further. The harbour is the only pros­
pect to the northward, and immediately in its rear 
the land rises so as to prevent any more distant 
view, and even the hm'bour appears dwindled to a 

. munature of itself, being seen in the same picture 
with the mighty ocean that nearly surrounds the be­
holder. The· character ·of the whole scene is me­
lancholy, presenting the memorials offormer life and 
population, contrasted with its present apparant iso­
lation: froin the natives of the earth. The impres­
sion is not weakened by the sight of the few misera­
ble huta scattered along the shores of the port, and 
the little fisbing 'Vessels, scarcely perceptible in the 
mountain swell of the ocean ; they serve but to re­
c8l1. painfully the images of elegant edifices that 
once graced the foreground, and of proud flags that 
waved upon the face of that heaving deep. 

It is not easy to give a reason for the continued 
desolation Of Louisburg. A harbor opening directly 
upon, the sea, whence egress is unobstructed and 
expeditious, and return equally convenient at all 
seasons ; . excellent fishing grounds at the very en­
trance; space on shore for all the operations of cur­
ingthe fiSh ; enry advantage for trade and the fish­
eries is offered in vain. The place would appear to 
be shunned by tacit consent. The manops come 
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from Arichat and St. Peter's Bay to fish, at its very 
mouth, but no one sets up hiS establishment there., 
The merchants resort to every, station in its vicitlity, 
to Menadan, the Bras d' Ors, St. Anne" Inganish, 
nay, even Cape North, places holding out no advan­
tages to compare with those of Louisburg, yet no 
one ventures there. The fatality that hangs over 
places of fallen celebrity, seems to preY heavily 
upon this once valued spot. 

Immediately round White Point, one mile to the 
westward of Louisburg, the deep bay of Gabarus 
opens, where a small settlement offatmers and·fiIh· 
ermen has long been established, being descendaDts 
principally of American Loyalists. The lands on the 
bay are not of the best quality. 

From the western termination of the Bay of Ga­
baros, usually called Gabarus Point, to St. Eapl'it, 
are the small fishing harborS of Bulesric, Fourcho, 
and Framborsi, very sparingly inhabited. 'fhe coast 

exhibits a succession of red earthy banks) beyond 
which much of the country cannot be seen. Round 
the small harbors and lakes, some good l~nd is. to be 
found, bot extensive barrens are &aid to exist in the 
interior, as far as the Grand River and, Mire Lakes. 
The country is inviting to sportsmen, being the 
haunt of deer, bears, foxes, wild fowl, and other 
game. 

At St. Esprit the country again becomes agricul­
tural. This place, l' Arcbeveque, and Grand River, 
admit only small vessels. The majority of the inha­
bitants are Scottish emigrants, and not many years 
established there. On ascending Grand Rivet the 
land improves) and soil of excellent quality encircles 
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the beautiful chain of lakes that empty their waters 
into that river, which is now in progress of settle­
JPeDt. It apllears that the land upon these lakes con­
stitutes part of a large and nearly continuous tract, 
extending in a N. E. direction from Ardoise, on the 
euterJl shore of St. P~ter's Bay, to the Low Point 
shore, eastward of Sydney harbour, and bounded on 
either side by the southern shore of the Bras d' Or 
lake, and the line of the lakes of Grand River and 
Mire. 

From Grand River to the entrance of the strait of 
Cauo, which is twenty-five miles in a northwesterly 
direction from Cape Au Guet, already mentioned,the 
Ihores including those of Isle Mil.dame partake of the 
same general character, being broken into a great 
variety of small harbours, inlets and creeks, and 
1bey are occupied by the same race of inhabitants, 
descendants of the o»iginal French Colonists, Qhiefly 
employed in the fisheries, and in building small ves­
sels, for sheltering which their numerous inlets are 
admirably fitted. The first settlement of these peo­
ple is that of Ardoise, on the eastern shore of Saint 
Peter's Bay, between Granel River and the Isthmus 
of St. Peter's. Thence westerly succeeds the river 
THlard, the river Bourgeois, False Bay, the harbour 
of Grand Anse, and other smaller inlets throughout 
the northern shore of Lenox Passage, itself a harbour 
of great extent, and the separating strait between 
Isle Madame and the main island. At the upper part 
of Grand Anse a Scotch agricultural population is 
settled, and their land is connected with the 'settle­
ment of Inhabitants river, by the lately constructed 
post road from the latter place to Lenox Passage, 
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along which road,andin the interor country between 
Lenox Pa888ge and the western arm of the Bratt d' 
Or lake, marsh land, capable of cultivation, remains 
yet to be occupied. 

The Isle Madame, of which the north shore is 
bounded by the Lenox Passage, the eastem by St. 
Peter's Bay, which measures nine miles across f,om 
Ardoise, and the south em washed by the Atlantic, 
while the western extremity looks into the entrance 
of the strait of Canso, is an irregular island, extend-· 
iog, with its dependent islets, frdm east to west, six­
teen miles, and little more than eight from north to 
south. The best part of its soil lies round two lakes 
in the interior,named the Grand Lake and the Grand 
Anse Lake. By far the most important parts of this 
island are the various harbours that pierce its shores, 
and shelter swarms -of fishing vessels. The chief 
port is Arichat, long the seat of the trade carried on 
by Merchants in the Island of Jersey, in the British 
channel, who employ the inhabitants and their ves­
sels in taking the fish which are then exported in the 
Jersey ships to Spain, the Mediterranean, the West 
Indies and the Brazile. Michat is indisputably the 
first commercial port in Cape-Breton, and exports 
much of the agricultural produce of the Island. It 
has a fine harbour on the southern coast of the Isle 
Madame, the most southerly poi~t of Cape. Breton, 
and opening to the S. W. It is seldom obstructed, 
with ice, being even less liable than Louisburg to be 
blockaded by the masses that float round the shores 
of Cape-Breton, out of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.­
The town and harbour have an imposing appearanCe, 
the former is fast improving in the size and number 

Digitized by Google 



of its housel, and the port is thronged during the 
summer season with vessels of various discriptions, 
presenting a busy and pleasing soene. Prooeeding 
to the eastward round the Isle, the fishing harbours 
are Petit Degrat, Little Anse, Rooky Bay, Lower 
Desw8sses, on the ocean and on St. Peter's Bay ;­
Upper Desw8Slies and Grand Dignc, in Lenox Pas­
sage, Little Arichat and various intricate creeks at 
the western end. In most of these places farms are 
also oultivated. From Arichat a road proceeds to 
Grand Digne in Lenox Passage, thence by Ferry to 
the opposite shore,and to Sydney, by St. Peter's and 
s. shore of the Bras d' Or lake, to Halifax, by river 
Inhabitants and strait of Cal1seau. 

Four or five miles further, about half way between 
Isle Madame and Canseau strait, lies the mouth of 
the River Inhabitants, in a reoess of the coast term­
ed the Basin of Inhabitants, full of small irregular 
Islands and points from the main shore, sparingly in­
habited by the fishing population. The river des­
cends in a parallel direction with the strait of Can­
leau fifteen miles, nearly equally dividing the tract 
of country between the Gulf shore and the river St. 
Denys, falling into the Bras d' Or lake. Both sides 
of the Inhabitants have been occupied twenty or 
thirty years, settled nearly down to the mouth, and 
partially aoross to the western arm of the Bras d' 
Or lake, and to the river Denys. Some thousand 
acres of good land still remain unoccupied in that 
part ofthe interior. From the Bras d' Or a road has 
been opened many years, and is continued across the 
Inhabitants to Ship harbour in Canseau strait, being 
the post communication from the latter place as far as 
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the river, when it is discontinued for the route w 
Lenox :Passage and Arichat, already mentioned. A 
road has also been traced but is not yet opened fronl. 
the head of the Inhabitants to the St. Denys. 

Westward of Inhabitants, Little River lies about a 
mile dilftaJlt, and next to it Caribaeou Cove; is the 
last inlet in this indented shore, which terminates at 
Bear Island Point, at the southern entrance of the 
Straits of Canseau) and here also conclude the series 
of French fishing, coasting and boat-building settle­
ments. In Caribacou coals are found, but 110 regu­
larly worked Mines are yet opened. The Strait of 
Canseau* the thoroughfare of all the trade to and 
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and all the western 

~ores of the Atlantic, southward of Cape-Breton, 
and by which that Island is severed from.its position 
of a second peninsula to that of Nova-Scotia,is a 
noble channel, ODe . mile wide and twenty fathoJDIJ 
deep, taking its course northwesterly from the At­
lantic entrance at Bear Island Point, f(>orteen or fif· 
teen miles, to the receding of the shores of Cape-Bre­
ton and Nova-Scotia, at its junction wilh. the . Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. The Novll-Scotiaside is ~l~vated 
above the land of the Island shore, a cir0W'QstamQe 
that may prove of cons~qllence, should these peace­
fill banks be crowned tOn a future day whh Q.dre1'8e 
batter~es ; but the Cape-Breton · tUtore possesses the 
advantage of an excellent harbour, situated about 
half way from either extremity of the strait, already 
a place of some trade, and destined from its geogr'a­
.phical pO$ition, to hold a· pre-eminent rank among the 

• It is .aid that lhe derinlioD of the word Canaeau, i. from tile 
Spanish" Ganso" a gooae, a name given to it on account of the 
immeDIe loeb of wild ,eele lheD seell thnre. 
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commeroial ports of North Ame,rica. The view of 
this, strait, from its southern entrance near Bear 
Island, 'is said to possess unrivalled beauty, and is 
spoken of by all travellers as surpassing any thing 
in America. There is a stron@' current at this place: 
The tide seldom runs at a less rate than from four to 
five miles an hour, flowing at the full and change of 
the moon at a quarter'past nine. No tabular account 
of-the tides at Canseau or the Golf of St. Lawrence, 
'C8n ever be given on account of the great influence 
of the wind upon them. It is not unusual for the 
stream of the Gut to run one way for several socce8-
eivednys. A southerly gale, by accelerating theebb 
of the St. Lawrence, which, with the waters oftbe 
Gulf, are impelled through the straits of Bellisle, ef: 
fects 'not only the stream between Cape, Rae and 
Cape North, but also that of Canseau, while a north 
westerly wind, forcing the current in a contrary di. 
rection, it continues southerly tilt the level of the 
water is restored. To this irregularity may be at­
tributed many of the shipwrecks neal" Cape North. 
,The small harbour of Plaister Cove, is next in order 
alang the strait, afterwards the two openings of 
Long Pond, 'and Seward Pond, and the small pro. 
jeotion of Low Point,-occurs at the termination of the 
'strait in the Gulf, whence the coast inclines more 
northerly twenty miles to Port Hood or Justeauoorps, 
the last good harbour on the western side of Cape­
Breton. Some small rivers, at particular points in 
the west, have been named by the inhabitants, such 
'as Lollg Ponrl, Judique, Little Judique and Little 
River. The whole coast is 8f:,"1'icultural, and settled 
four miles ~ack into the country by Scotoh emi. 

Digitized by Google 



tIS 

pnts, with 8 few of Irish and English descent. 
partioularly at Ship Harbour and Port Hood sew' 
ments, of older date than the rest of the country.­
A l'Ond extends along the co8st,and at Judique, about 
midway ftom the north of Canseau sttait to Port 
Hood, another leads across the country to the head 
of the river St. Denys, before mentioned, and the 
land on each side is nearly occupied ; but toward 
the head of Inhabitants River,southward of this road, 
and towRrd Mabau to the northward, fine tractaor 
the interior remain untouohed. 

Port Hood may be considered as the correspond­
ingpoint to the Great Bras ci' Or, on the eastem side, 
between which an irregular line, crossing the coun­
try to the Bras d' Or lake, at Whyoocomagh, and 
skirting its northern shores, marks the boundary of 
the two natural divisions of the Island already des­
cribed, the northern and hilly, and the southern and 
less elevated, although some ridges of high land pass 
the line and descend towards the rivers St. Denys 
and Inhabitants, and occur likewise upon the nor­
thern shore of the western arm of the Bras d' Or, 
southward of the former river. A road is opened 
from the interior waters of the Bras d' Or at Why­
cocomagh,to Port Hood, a distance of eighteen miles 
in a straight line, though probably twenty-four by 
the road to Port Hood. It is but partially settled as 
yet, beyond the first fourteen miles on the Port Hood 
side, which crols the two branches of Mabau river 

.. through occupied Jands. Port Hood is an exoeUcnt 
spacious harbour, fit for the reception ofveaselsof 
great burthen 1 at this place the Courts for the wes. 
tem di8trict of the County are held. The priacipil 
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trade consists in the export of cattle toNewfoundland. 
From Port Hood the high coast ofthis northern divi­
sion of Cape-Breton maintains a general northeast 
courSe, seventy-six miles to the northern point of the 
Island at Cape St. La.wrence. The first harbour 
that occurs is Mabau, six or seven miles from Port 
Hood, admitting but small vessels, and receiving two 
small rivers, which take their rise nine or ten miles 
in a straight line southeasterly from the mouth of 
the harbour, and diverging with a circular sweep, 
meet at the harbour; after enclosing a tract of five or 
six miles diameter of a settled country. These riV'ers 
~e called the southwest and the southeast branches 
of Mabau. Between the former and Port Hood, and 
(rom the latter to Marguerite lake; the country is 
also settled throughout, and is probably the largest 
area of occupied land in Cape-Breton. The inhabi­
tants are necessarily agriculturists, principally Scotch 
emigrants, excepting a number ofthe descendants of 
American loyalists on the old settled lands upon the 
harbour. Six miles further rises the lofty Cape 
Mabau, a name given by the natives to the whole 
distance of shore fr9m the harbour, and two orthree 
miles beyond the Cape. This is all settled, notwith­
standing the abrupt nature of the heights, and the 
line of farms continue~ uninterruptedly to Margue­
rite river, which in a strait line is twenty.four miles 
fi!om the Cape Mabau, but the coast between these 
two points recedes with a curvature inwards of about 
two miles from the straight course, and has there­
Ibre obtained the name of Broad-Cove. The whole. 
Httlement is Scotch. From the sho~e at a distance 
of about six miles from Cape Mabau, where a small 
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river enters the sea, thi. settlement extends into 
the country, being there called Broad-Cove inter­
vale, to the northwestern end of Marguerite lake, ex­
tending round its shores and down both sides of the 
southwestern branch of the river Marguerite, run­
ning in a parallel direction with the coast, to its con­
fiuence with the N. E. branch at the Forks of Mar­
guerite. Great part of the back country thus enclos­
ed between the river and the coast called Broad-Cove 
remains yet unoccupied, but the Scotch emigrants 
are fast encroaching on it from either side, and at 
one part, about halfway from the mouth of Margue-­
rite to the lake, where the stream of the southwest 
branch makes an elbow toward the coast, they have 
effected a settlement quite across. No harbour exists 
in Broad-Cove unless the Little Curved Point, inclosa 
ing a cove called Chimney Corner, fives miles S. W. 
from Marguerite, be admitted to that title. 

Marguerite Jake, already mentioned as the origin 
ofthe southwest branch of the river of the same 
name, is a triangular sheet of water, bearing a close 
resemblance in shape to the island of Seatare invert­
ed, but much larger, being twelve milesloDg and six 
broad. No larger reservoir of fresh water is known 
to exist in the Island. It is singularly placed at right 
angles with the course of the Gulf shore and those 
of the Bras d' Or, between which it lies, and indeed 
of all the longest shores and ranges of high land tn 
the island, which tend from S. W. toN. E. while thi .. 
lakeHes N. W. andS. E. one angle pointing to the 
Broad-Cove intervale, the opposite one to the Braad' 
Or lake, and the third discharges frolll ita apex the 
S. W. branch of Marguerite. Roads connect either 
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end with the Broad-Cove shore, and with WhYe()­
comagb in the Bras d' Or. On the latter is a very 
fine tract of land, lying high but level and well tim­
bered, which emigrants from the isles of Scotland are 
about occupying. The S. W. branch of Marguerite, 
flowing northwesterly from this lake, divides into 
three nearly equal pal·ts ; the country lying between 
Broad-Cove and Wagamatlmok or Middle River, 
aptly so caJled, since it flows into the Bras d' 0..., 
from the high country to the northward, midway 
between the Atlantic and the Gulf. About eight miles 
from the sea this brnnch is met by the northeastern 
branch of Marguerite, descending ill an opposite di­

rection from the northern hills of the interior, flow­
ing with a winding course through hills of woodland 
and glades of intellVale, offering pleasing views of park 
like scenery, the cultivated intervales, adorned by 
graceful elms, appearing with fine eflect at the various 
turns of the river. This branoh was settled by des­
cendants of the American loyalists, about the same 
time with. Baddeok, a stream falling into the Bras d' 
Or, but connected with the N. E. branch of Margl1e­
rite by an old road which also crosses the Wagamat­
kook that flows between the Baddeck and Margue­
rite. The upper part of this settlement of N. E. 
branch lies nearly half way between the west of the 
Gulf and the northern arm of St. Anne's harbour, on 
the Atlantio shore. 

'rhe River Marguerite, from the Forks or conflu­
ence of the branches, to the month, a distance of 
about eight OIlles,is an old settlement,the lands on both 
lides being possessed by descendants of the French 
Colonists. In no part of Cape.Breton are these peo-
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pIe altogether dependent on agri~ulture: even at 
Marguerite, occupying large tracts of the best land, 
they congregate in villages, and their attention is 
divided between the pursuits of agriculture, or ra­
ther grazing and potatQe planting, and the fisheries 
of the coast and river, the latter being famed for its 
salmon, and in some charts styled Salmon River.­
A plot of ground at its entrance is reserved for the 
site of a town, and a few traders, established there, 
export the protluce of the fisheries and of the farms 
on the river and its branches. 

The French population inhabits notonly the river 
Marguerite, but extends also in a continued line along 
the coast sixteen miles northeast of the river, includ­
ing the harbour of Cheticamp, or as they spell it, 
Chetecan, the last place of shelter afforded by thi,s 
coast, and an old established station of the Jersey 
merchants engaged in the trade of the fisheries.­
The farms between Marguerite and this place are 
circumscribed in rear by a ridge of heights,at the dis­
tance of a mile or two from the shore. 

The coast now beCQmes more inhospitable, bold, 
high, and rugged ; for a distance of thirty miles, to 
Cape St. Lawrence, it affords little chance of escape 
to the unfortunate mariner, obliged by stress of we a­
ther to approa·ch. The northwest storms of Nov em­
ber and December hurry many a vessel on to this 
long, straight, lee shore, where the wretched crews, 
even if they effect a landing, wander in ignoranc~ of 
the course to be taken,until their limbs are frozen and 
they are obliged to resign themselves to their fate. 
In some instances they have succeeded in reaching 
the settlements to the southward, though ev~~~tual1y 
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with the loss of hands and feet. Often, however, the 
only record of their distress is the discovery of their 
bones whitening on the shore. A more generally 
diffused knowledge of this country would greatly 
tend to diminish the number of these shocking catas. 
trophes. By striking across the country to the east­
ward, eight miles to the settlement in Aspy bay, 
near Cape North, or by malting directly along the 
shore for Cheticamp, many lives might have been 
saved which have fallen sacrifices 10 the uncer­
tainty of their situation; the people wandering for 
days in the mountains nnd thickets, and returning 
again and again to the spot whence they set oui, 
until torn by the rocka and brushwood, benumbed 
and famished, they became incapable of more exer­
tion. Three or four Scotch families have latelyes­
tablished themselves about halfway between Cheti­
camp and Cape St. Lawrence, and will probably be 
the means of preventing or alleviating many a case of 
suffering. 

At this northern extremity the Island of Cape Bre­
ton is only eight miles in width, that being the dis­
tance on a strait course from the Cape St. Lawrence 
due east to Cape North. The shore between the 
Capes forms a crescent, four miles wide and two in 
depth, and the table land, stretching across in this 
same direction, and sOlltherly into the country, is re­
ported to b~ of excellent quality, and lies sloping down 
to the water of the bay between the capes. 

Ten miles northoosterly from Cape North, lies the 
fatal St. Paul, a barren and rocky isle, the precipi­
tous shores of which have been the unseen grave 
oCthousands. Its length is due north and south, 
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three or four miles according to the charts, although 
persons who have landed there represent it 8S not 
being more than half that extent, the width may be 
half a mile. Washing among its rocks are to be seen 
the bones of its victims,nnd numbers of massy anchors 
lie around under water, the only indestructable re­
mains of the ships there dashed to atoms. The sea, 
within two or three miles of the Island, and the pas .. 
sage between it and Cape North, has a depth of one 
hundred fathoms. Thus placed in the great entrance 
to the Gulf, just where the perplexing fogs and vari .. 
able currents combine to hurry the unsuspecting ma· 
riner against its side, their coUision precipitates at 
once ship, crew and cargo, to the depths below.­
This has been the fate of numbers of European ves­
sels bound up the St. Lawrence, Dnd of not a few re­
turning thence homewards. The lives of thousands, 
and incalculable property, would be saved by the 
erection of a Light-House on the Island of St. Paul, 
provided with a gong, or with a cannon, to be dis. 
oharged at intervals during the prevalence of fog, an 
object well worthy of the attention and strenuous 
exertion of ship owners and underwriters, both in 
the United Kingdom and in the Provinces. 

Cape Nor!h, the northernmost bulwark of the I~ 
Jand and of the Province, the Watch Tower of the 
Gulf, beneath the brow of which all must pass that 
approach or depart from the Great St. Lawrence, is 
a promontory reaching into the ocean four miles in a 

J N. E. direction, and is in breadth two miles. On the 
W. it has the crescent formed Bay just described, 
and on the south another, similar in shape, .but yet 

more magnificient in .I!ize, being eight ,miles over 

Digitized by Google 



and four deep, and named Aspy bay. The settle .... 
here llre scatteted round the lagunes, or as they are 
termed, barrasois. These people are farmers and 
occasionaUy fishermen; very fine land extends along 
the rivers that Bow down from the conntry into these 
salt lakes at the head of the bay. Hither the N. E. 
storms of the Atlantic have swept up a fine sand, 
forming a beautiful beach, lining half the circuit of 
the bay, and precluding the entrance of the barrasois; 
except to IIman boats. In places the sand is found 
black, glittering and weighty. It instantly arranges 
its particles in beautiful order upon the magnet, and 
appears to be iron nearly pure. Coins, to a large 
amount are thrown up from the ocean, the remains 
of some vessel with specie foundered here. Upon 
the narrow, rocky, needle like point, that terminates 
the bay to the S. E. called White Point, an active 
fishery is carried on. The rocks are high and steep, 
and the only mode of landing the fish is by erecting 
stages from the rocks into the sea. On to these the 
fish are thrown from the boats in which they were 
taken, and which are tl!en drawn up for shelter into 
the crevices of the rocks. Any vessel oflarger di­
mensions must ride out the storm under the brow of 
the cliffs, or meet inevitable destruction if she goes 
ashore. Notwithstanding these disadvantages the 
fish are so plentiful, and swarm so close to the shore, 
that this fishery is one of the most extensively pro­
secuted. 

The coast, after proceeding S. E. about two miles 
(rom White Point, makes a straight southwester), 
murse, twenty-seven miles to the entrance of St • 
.lnne's bay. It is indented by a deep bay about nine 
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rOUes from the angle,or eleven miles from White Point, 
formed on the southern side by Cape Enfume, other­
wise called smoky Cape, considered to be the high­
«!St precipice in Cape-Breton, and visible from Syd­
ney,thirty-five miles off; having then the appearance 
of BJomidon, from the Ardoise hills oil the road from 
Halifax fo Windsor, and continuing its range far into 
the country to the S. W. This bay expands five 
miles, but is separated into two by a narrow pro­
montory, three miles in length, stretching out from 
the head of the bay, and called Middle Head. The 
most northern of the bays thus formed is named 
Inganiche or Inganish, and contains a few families 
who are employed principally in the fishery. The 
land is indifferent. In the vallies opening out upon 
thiscoas:t. there are said to be considerable tl'acts of 
good land. - The interior country betwe~n this coast 
and the Gulf shore is but little known, and is re­
presented as consisting (;If a succession of hills and 
vallies, with soil of various quality. 

St. Anne's Bay deftects rather more to the west­
ward,and being five miles wide, at the outer part,con­
tracts like a funnel toward the· narrow entrance of 
the harbour, ten miles further in to the S. W. trhere 
the land again recedes, opening out into the beauti­
ful expanse of St. Anne's harbour. Penetrating intd 
an elevated country, and sheltered by its impending 
sides, this harbour presents the most majestic scenery 
of any in Cape Breton. By the French it was term­
ed Port Dauphin, and at first selected for their capi~ 
tal, but abandoned for. Louisburg, which has the ad­
vantage of f4.ssiel' access at all seasons. Saint Anne'Ei 
harbour proceeds S. W. from the entrance the 
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course of its bay, and breaks into two branches at the 
head called the W. and S. W. arms; to the N. W. it 
also shoots into a long narrow inlet, denominated 
Petit Pierre's arIp. The greatest length southwes­
~rly is eight miles from the entrance, and the width 
at the widest part three miles, without reckoning 
the northern inlet which runs up three miles further. 
Its inhabitants are Scotch dissenters. the most sober, 
industrious and orderly settlem.ent in the island, and 
have a pastor of their own, endued also with magis­
terial authority, to whose exertions and vigilance 
the character of the people ~s not a little indebted.­
They occupy nearly all the land round the harbour, 
and across toward Little Baddeck in the BI'as d' Or, 
and although agriculture is their chief employment, 
they do not neglect the fisheries. Their settlement 
extends also outside the harbour along the western 
shore of the bay. On the southeast side of the en· 
trance is an older settlement of descendants and 
others. The Scotch have not been more than ten 
years established there. The shore forming the eas­
tem side of St. Anne's Bay ends in a high bluff, pro­
jecting to the N. E. called Cape Dolphin, off which 
lie the two elevated islands named the Bird Islands. 
At Cape Dolphin, the shore again turns S. W. form­
ing the N. W. side of the Great Bras d' Or strait, first 
described, and is settled to the n81TOW part of the ell­
trance at the bar, and at intervals along the N •. 
thore of the strait. 

The intetior waters. remain to be noticed. The 
Braa d' Or ia a general term applied to the whole 
extent of the inland waters supplied from the sea.­
Whether the orthography be correct is not well as-
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eertained. On old maps the main central expanse 
of water is inscribed" Lake St. George, or La Bras 
Dor" the latter title being evidently faulty. It is 
said that" Le Bras d' Or, or the Golden Arm" was 
a name given by the French, in reference to the 
valuable fisheries, but the probability is that the 
appellation was originally Spanish, " Labrador," 
like that of the continental shore northward of New­
foundland, although it is difficult to assign a reason 
for such a name being applied to either place, the 
word signifying" a Labourer." It may be observed 
that several other Spanish names occur in these nor­
thern Provinces: as, in Cape Breton, Spanish River, 
Puerto Nuevo, frequently in the charts Porto Novo, 
a small island near Menadon; in Canada, Anticuesta 
or Anticosti, Monte Real, or Montreal; in Newfound­
land, Placentia Bay; in Nova-Scotia, Basin of Minas, 
&c. Whatever the origin of the word may be, Bras' 
d' Or seems now to be the term generally received. 
The larger entrance is the Great Bras d' Or, the 
smaller the Little Bras d' Or, and the interior space 
the Bras d' Or Lake, or Great Lake. It has already 
been explained that these two entrances extend in 
a southwesterly direction (separated by the island of 
Boularderie,) and after uniting at its western end 
proceed in one body of water to the Scotch nar­
rows, or strait of Barra, so called from the Scotch 
Islanders there settled. Here the sea, introduced by 
the two channels, pours an impetuous tide into the 
central reservoir, or Bras d' Or Lake. The Great 
Bras d' Or sends a portion of its waters into a long 
irregular inlet, that diverges at the . western end 
of Boularderie, and shoots up into the interior 
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t9 the 11. W. of the Great Lake, with an ave-
rage width of two miles. This inlet is termed 
Baddeck bay, or the St. Patrick's channel. On its 
northern side appear in succession the smull inlet of 
Little Baddeckand the rivers Baddeckand Wagamat­
kook; on the southern side lies the inlet of Watch­
abuktctckt. After passing these places the channel 
contracts to a very narrow strait, and again opens out 
into a fine sheet. of water called the Whycocomagh 
Basin, at the head of which it finally terminates at the 
footofthe highland, forty-two miles from thesea, at 
the entrance of the Great Bras d' Or, and is visited by 
the timber ships from Great Britain. These shores and 
rivers are all settled, and chiefly by Scotch emigrants, 
but not much of the back (}onntry iii! yet occupied. 

Entering through thc narrows or straits of Barra 
into the Great.Bras d' Or Lake, and proceeding on 
the N. W. shore, the traveller is perplexed by anum­
ber of intricate irregular inlets, shooting out into a 
variety ofbranches) the first being Brooklesby inlet, 
next a zigzag passage that leads to the northward; 
and terminates within half a mile of the water in 
Whycocomagh Basin; the intervclIing isthmus being 
termed the portage of the Whycocomagh, and across 
which the Indians carry their canoes, thus avoiding 
a journey by water of thirty or forty miles round the 
peninsula, formed by the wat~rs of the Bras d' Or 
and St. Patrick's channel.' Next is the outer en­
trance to the rivel! Denys Basin, which a traveller 
without aguide might long grope for in vain, among 
the crooke4 islands that guard the passage. Inside 
the first entrance, on inlet branches away due west 
past the in~er entrance, with various little creeks, 
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five or six miles on the south side of which the se­
cond 01' inner entrance leads to the real Basin of the 
River St. Denys, si~ miles long and from one to two 
broad, very irregular and full oCcreeks and islands. 
Into this basin the equally crooked River St. Denys 
discharges itself in a clear meandering stream,orginat­
ing in the country about midway across to Judique. 
In this· basin also the timber vessels load, and a ship 
yard is established at the outer entrance, where fine 
ships have been built. Next appear the indented 
harbors of Great and Little Malagawaatchkt. 

These crooked inlets or harbors, bearing the equal­
ly crabbed name Malagawaatchkt, form two ragged 
peninsulas, projecting to the eastward into the lake; 
and round them, to the S. W. the western bay, or 
St. George's Channel, as it is also called, displays 
an opening of six miles, narrowing gradually to the 
head, where it is also frittered into creeks and inlets, 
fifteen miles S. W. from Malagawaatchkt, and whence 
the distance over land, to the River Inhabitants, is 
not more than about four miles. A range of high 
land skirts the northern shore, along which also are 
scattered some islands, and the southern rounds 
away to the entrance of tile narrows, leading to St. 
Peter's, at the Indian Chapel Island, eleven or twelve 
miles in a straight course, across the lake S. E. from 
Malagawaatchkt. All these places are occupied by 
Scotch Highlanders or Islanders; but the southern 
shore of the Saint George's Channel is an older set­
tlement than the rest. From Indian Island the wa­
ter proceeds southwesterly, in a narrow zigzag chan­
n~l, through a number of small islands, to the isth­
mus of St. Peter's, only six miles in a direct line 
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from the Chapel Island. Here the sea, which en· 
tcred fifty miles in a straight course away to the N. 
E. secks in vain for an exit into St. Peter's Bay,and 
is forced again to make the whole circuit of these 
inland shores, some hundreds of miles, and return 
through the same opening by which it entered. The 
importance of the project of constructing a canal 
across this isthmus, is at once obvious, on casting 
the eye upon the island map, not only to the trade 
of the lake proceeding southerly and westerly, but 
also to that of the sea coast and harbors on the N. E. 
of the Island, the voyage round by Scatari, being 
thus avoided, which is considered by the coasters the 
worst part of the passage to and from Halifax, re· 
quiring, from the turn of the coast, different winds 
for its performance. 

The following is the Report of Francis Hall, Esq • 
. an experienced Engineer, who surveyed the Isthmus, 
in the year 1825 :-

To his Honor tlte President, administering the Go­

vernment oj Nova- Scotia, 4-c. ~. 
SIR, 

In pursuance oflnstructions from your Honor, to 
ascertain the practicability and probable expense of 
constructing a Canal,· between St. Peter's Bay and 
the Bras d' Or Lake, I lost no time in making the re­
quisite Examinations, Surveys, Soundings and Esti­
mates ; and now beg leave to submit a plan and es­
timate of the same . 

. , Previous to adhering to the line proposed by my­
self, my attention was drawn to a course apparently 
favourable for connecting those Waters, situaled be­
twecn the points A. and 8. 
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By adopting this line A. B. the entrance Lock in 
St. Peter's Bay must be strongly protected by Piers, 
and a Breakwater of Masonry; this point being ex­
posed to the action of the sea, during al1 gales from 
the south and (louth west. Here the beach is com­
posed of sand and the water shallow. 

By the line which I propose, the Canal will ter­
minate at both extremities in deep water, the bottom 
clay, where good anchorage will be found under ca­

ver of the protecting head. The entrance Lock at 
St. Peter's Bay will be effectually secured from all 
violent action of the sea. The soil and subsoil of 
this line, being of a clay loam, is well adapted for 
Canal excavation. 

From the above considerations as to situativn, inde­
pendent of extra expense of a Breakwater, cutting 
through a sandy beach, and grubbing of timber, I 
have been induced to give a preference to this line. 

The soundings in the Bras d' Or J.ake, from the 
Canal termination to its outlet, vary from four to ten, 
fifteen and forty fathoms. The entrance to St. Pe­
ter's Bay is sufficiently deep for vessels of the largest. 
class. The leading channels are wide and easy of 
access. 

Sir, I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS HALL 

St. Peter's Bay, July 1, 1825. 
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Estimate of the Ezpense of making the "propos,d Omaal 
from St. Peter's Bay to tke Bras d' Or Lake. 

DIMENSIONS OF CAN.O\L. 

WidtWoat Surface, Ii! feet. 
at Bottom, 21 

Depth from 1'()p Bank, 13 
Length, 1700 Lineal feet. 

Excavating 206,556 Cubic Yards, ~ £12,909 15 0 
at Is. 3d. per yard, S 

Retaining Wa!ls, 1200 lineal yards, ~ 
at 15s. 900 0 0 

Regulatin~ Lock, Stop Gates and ~ 
Drawbrldge, 2781 7 3 

£15,591 2 8 
Ten per Cent. for Contingencies, ~ 

Expenses of Management, &c. 1559 2 2 

Total Expense, £17,150 4 5 

FRA1~ClS HALL. 
1st July, 1825. 
From Indian Chapel Island, at the entrance of the 

Narrows, 01' strait, leading to St. Peter's, the SOllt~ 
shore of the lake continues about six miles N. E. 
penetrated in the same irregular manner, by branch­
ing inlets; thence, near the Red Islands, it makes 
nearly a straight course twenty-five miles to the 
head of the East Bay, or St. Andrew's Channel, ter­
minating in the Barrasoi or Lagune of Tweedmooge, 
already mentioned. Thence in the same direction, 
the distance to the Portage Lake is only two miles 
and a half over low land. The lake itself, and a 
short brook by which it is empted into the head of 
the S. W. Arm of Sydney harbor, make the whole 
distance between the two waters from four to five 
miles. 
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The road from St. Peter's winds round the head. 
of the inlets in the lake, near that place, and then 
proceeds along the southern shore, andaerosa the 
portage at Tweedmooge, passing over some abrupt 

cliff's on the lake shore, which is settled throughout, 
by Scotch principally, but not far into the back coun­
try. The northern shore of this bay measureS eigh­
teen miles from the head of Tweedmooge, in a west­
erly direction, to Benaakady inlet or pond, aa the 
inhabitants' term it, and is altogether settled by 

Scotch emigrants, excepting the residence of the in­
dians at Esca~8ni, near which the shore forms a re­
cess filled with islands. At Benaakady the land 
turns north-westerly five miles, to the Scotch nar­
rows, completing the circuit of the Bras d' Or Lake, 
which in its greatest. length, from S. W. to N. E. 
from the head of the west to the extremity of the 

'east bay, measures in a direct line forty-two miles j 

its greatest width, at right angles with that course, 

from Bronkle8by inlet on the north, to McNab's farm, 
near the Indian Island, on the south shore, being 
eighteen miles. 

This expanse of water is so great, and has so much 
of a sea like character, that the eff'ect of the scenery 
on the shore is in a great measure lost, being in many 
parls out of sight, o,nd resembling in fact the coast 

oCthe ocean in its exposure. Upon the borders of 
such a sheet of water, tremendous heights only would 
be adequate to effect a showy picture. These the 
£ras d' Or does not possess, its greatest elevations 
aspire to no loftier title than high ranges of hills, and 
in many parts, the shore is flat. It is not until the 

traveller approaches the heads of the arms, or enten 
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the inlets and straits, that his eye is much attracted 
by the beauty of the prospect. In those recesses 
many picturesque vi~ws occur, generally partoking 
more of the placid and barmonious, than of the bold 
or sublime. The high craggy cliffs of the Atlantic 
eoast, near St. Anne's, and to the northward, afford 
more scenes of grandeur. From the summits of some 
of the Brad d' Or heights, indeed, where the forest 
has been displaced, extensive views may be obtain­
ed, over woods, islands and waters; at the same 
time grand and tranquil, and admirable vistas may 
be had through the intervening forest, from some of 
these eminences. 
" The rivers flowing into the Bras d' Or, are streams 
of sixty or one hundred feet wide, extremely wind­
ing, with a great number of short turns, and de­
scending through flat land between ranges of hills. 
The flats are denominated intervales by the inhabit­
ants, and often present scenes of uncommon beauty; 
large open meadows of bright verdure, appearing 
shaded by clumps of huge elm trees, alollg the me­
andering courses of the river, and backed on either 
side by the lofty forest on the hills, irregularly ap­
proaching and receding from th(l stream. The pros­
pect at the entrance of these rivers is far different, 
and by no means of a sort to raise pleasing anticipa­
'tions of the Bcenery above"; the stream being ob­
structed, and parted into several smaller channels, 
by low marsby islands, the land on each side near 
,these mouths being also generally low, and being 
,overhung with the dark heavy foliage of the hemlock 
and spruce. The water here is sluggish, the bottom 
muddy, and tBe surface disfigured by the huge rootl 
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and branches of the fallen trees, brought down by 
the river, and there water-logged and sunk, to the 
no small peril, in a dark night, of the frail birch bark 
canoes of the Indians. 

Remains of vast animals are found, which it 
would appear formerly ranged in the vicinity of the 
Bras d' Or. Enormous bones, resembling thigh 
bones, six feet in length, are reported to have been 
seen lying at the bottom of the lake. In the bed of 
the Wagamatcook, shortly after the settlement of 
that river, an extraordinary scull was discovered. 
One of the teeth was taken to Sydney, which resem-, 
bled, in general appearance, the mol ares of the hu­
man jaw : its greatest measure was about eight inch­
es, but whether that length had been transversely 
or longitudinally situated in the jaw, could not be 
determined by those who had not seen the skull 
f{"om which it had been taken. The thickness from 
the root to the crown of the tooth was four inches, 
and the width across the crown about the same.­
There were ten processes upon the crown, five on 
either side. The Indians have a story, that a huge 
animal once raised its head out of the water of the' 
Middle Barrasoi of Aspy Bay, near Cape North, 
and so terrified them, that it was long before any 
would venture thither again. 

Of whatever nature these colossal creatures may 
have been, that anciently tenanted the wilds or the 
waters of Cape Breton, their race appears to be ut­
terly extinct; no animals being now found, indige­
nous to the country, of larger size than the moose . 
deer, which still, though in diminished numbel'l,. 
inhabits the recesses of the forest. At the period oC 
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the firet establishment of the English in the I8land~ 
these animals became the object of most destructive 
pD1'8uit, merely for the sake of their hides. Their 
carcalelil were left by hundreds along the coast, from 
St. Anne's to Cape North; and to such an extent is 
the butchery represented to have been carried, that 
as vessels passed by, the stench wafted from the 
Ihore was insufferable. Ever since the commis!:lion 
of that indiscriminate massacre, the numbers of the 
moose have been comparatively scanty. The Car­
riboo, however, another species of deer, is still 
plentiful. 
. The animal and vegetable productions of the Is­
land are similar to those of Nova-Scotia. For an 
account of its mines and minerals, the reader is re­
ferred to the last chapter of this work. 

In the course of the previous description, the qua­
lity of the soil in different places has already been 
indicated, and it may suffice here to remark gene­
rally, that with the exception of the S. E. coast, from 
Iale Madame to Scatari, where the barrens and 
swamps are only interspersed' with small tracts of 
goodaoil, over a width of three or four miles from the 
OO88t, Cape-Breton will vie with any of the neigh­
bouring Countries in this respect. Yet even its finest 
lands are not exempt from a mixture of swampy and 
barren spots, with which the whole face of the coun­
Vy is dotted. 

The lakes in the lower division of the island, are 
or ."ery variety of figure and of all sizes, from fifteen 
or twenty miles in circumference, to the dimensions 
of a horse pond; and the brooks and rivulets are 
proportionalJy numerous. In the northern, elevated 
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division of the island, lakes are not so frequeni, al­
though the largest in the country is there situated, 
already noticed as the Marguerite lake, the circum­
ference of which measures only thirty or forty miles, 
being not nearly so irregular in its shores as many of 
the smaller. The elevations throughout the country 
not having been taken by measurement of any kind, 
and being, in the southern division particularly, not 
often isolated, it is difficult to assign their limits; but 
it is probable they do not exceed five or six hundred 
feet in any part of the lower or southern division.­
Five or six different ranges of timber trees, one above 
the other, have been observed on the sloping sides of 
some of these eminences. In the northern natural 
division, the range of land which, after running in a 
N. E. direction, and continnally rising, terminates 
precipitously in the projection on the coast near In­
ganish, named Smoky Cape, is considered to be the 
highest, and is by some affirmed to be half a mile in 
perpendicular elevation above the sea. Conical hills 
also, of gr~at apparent height, occur round the coast 
from Cape North toward Cheticamp. 

In general character, the climate of this island 
greatly resembles that of the neighbouring peninsula, 
and during winter is perhaps more assimilated to the 
rigors of the con tin ental Provinces, though not in re­
gularity. From the beginning of November to the 
end of April, is, generally speaking, the duration of 
that seasop, and throughout those' long six months 
nearly all the business of agriculture is necessarily 
suspended. The ice seldom breaks up in the har­
bour of SyeIney, until after the middle of April, and 
from that time to the middle of June, the ooast is 
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lSubject to the visitations of the drift ice from the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, a. great impediment both to navi­
ga tion and vegetation. The mercury in Fahrenheit's 
thermometer has been known to fall to the thirty­
second degree below zero. This has occurred how­
ever but seldom ; yet few winters pass without a 
depression to the twentieth degree being experienc­
ed. Nevertheless a partial thaw takes place, in the 
sun's rays, during almost every day, the mercury 
being seen to rise from blow 0 at sun-rise to 60 or 
70 in a few hours afterwards, and often through the 
course of the winter thaws of a week's or fortnight's 
duration deluge the face of the country. The land 
being thus deprived of its covering of snow and ice, 
it frequently occurs that severe frost agfl,in sets in, 
produced by a sudden shift of wind to the northward, 
and before the snow is renewed, binds the earth in 
a crust of iron hardness. It is this circumstance 
which, more than the severity of the cold, proves so 
destructive to the vegetable tribes, not indigenons to 
the soil and climate. While protected by the snow 
from sudden changes of temperatnre, the shrubs of 
Italy will endure,uninjl1red, the winters of Cape-Bre· 
ton; but the complete exposure produced by such 
thaws, and the sudden infliction of intense cold af­
terwards, is greatly injurious; and if a thaw again 
supervene, before a fall of SIIOW have taken place, to 
moderate, by melting on the plants, the suddeness of 
the transition, their ruin is completed. The bright 
clays of Spring, counteracted by the vicinity of the 
ice drifting on the coast, become injurious in a simi­
lar manner. During a calm forenoon, the mercu­
ry rises to summer heat, and has been noticed at 
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ninety-six degree", when the land, thus heated, hav­
ing communicated its temperature to the incumbent 
air, the rarified atmosphere ascends, and is replaced 
by the air rushing in from the icy sea, and driving 
the masses of ice into the harbours. The change, of 
course,is severely felt both by the vegetable and ani­
mal tribes, and the mercury, towards evening, des­
cends to the freezing point. The S. E. COl\st is less 
exposed to severe frost and drift ice, and the climate 
is there more moist throughout the year. From Syd-

:\ 
ney to the northward, tlie summer months are usu-
ally dry and warm, and seldom visited by Acadian 
fogs, an exemption produced by the configuration of 
the shore of the island. The fog is swept along the 
shores of Nova-Scotia, by the S. W. wind, aud along 
the S. E. coast of Cape-Breton, as far as Scatari; 
thence the coast,trending away to the N. W. the fog 
blows off into the sea ; and, as it never passes over 
any extent of land, being dissipated by the reflected 
heat, the inland shores of the Bras d' Or, and the 
lIorthern sea coasts, bask in a cloudless sky, while 
Arichat, Louisburg and Menadon, are, for weeks to­
gether, involved in mist. The heat during summer 
has been noticed to reach the ninety-sixth degree of 
Fahrenheit in the shade, and the hundred and twen­
tieth in the sun, at Sydney; but the weather is 
called very warm when the mercury stimds at 
80 in the shade, which is not un(requent. The 
progress of the season may probably be best des­
cribed by the natural indications of maturing fruita 
and vegetable products. The blossoms of the 
indigenous shrubs mostly appear in June. Apples 
are not in full bloom until the approach of JUly ; 
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strawberries are in full perfection in the beginning 
of July, raspberries ripe in August, hay is made in 
July and August, oats ripen in August, wheat in 
September, cnrrants and gooseberries in the latter 
end of August, apples and plumbs hang on the trees 
uatil the approach of frost in October or November. 

'Fhe present amount of the population, '* includ. 
ing all classes of inhabitants in Cape Breton and its 
dependencies, is estimated at thirty thousand, the 
greater number of \vhom are indigent and ignorant 
Scotch islanders, every year receiving an increase 
of a thousand or two fresh emigrants, equally poor 
and illiterate, and almost all of the Roman Catllolie 
persuasion. The Frencll descendants are next in 
number, an active people, chiefly employed in the 
fisheries, and the building of small vessels. They 
also are Catholics, as well as the Irish, who seldom 
become permanent settlers. They are probably 
more numerous than the remaining inhabitants, de­
scendants of the original 'English settlers, disbanded 
Soldiers, and American Loyalists. The localities of 
these different classes have already been pointed out. 
Ofthe ScOtch, some are Presbyterians, or dissenters 
from that persuasion, and found in the largest bodies 
at the river Wagamatcook, and the harbor of St. 
Anne. The. superior industry and good order of th~ 
people in the latter place, have already been noticed. 
Belonging to the English Church, or dissenters from 
it, few are to be found besides the officers of Govern­
ment, and principal merchants and other inhabitants 
in the town of Sydney and harbour of Sydney, the 

• I omit the Statistical return, a8 it i. reported to be a very in­
accarat, dOCl1Dlenl. 
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mercantile people at Ariehat, and a few more dis­
persed in the country at Port Hood, Mabou, Skip 
Harbor, and at the river Baddeck, and N. E. braneh 
of Marguerite. They are in general the most aftlu­
ent class, if any oan be 80 named, in a population 
that, out of thirty thousand, probably dOes not con­
tain. more than two or three dozen persone, whose 
iBcomes average .£200 per annum. The general 
state of the population must therefore be allowed to 
be poor and illiterate. Of Schools, there arc none 
worthy the name, not even for the acquirement of 
mere elemental knowledge, exeept one or two at 
Sydney and Arichat, and those are obiefly maintain­
ed in questionable existence by individual exertion. 

The remnant of the original population, rather ab­
surdly called Indians, are of the Micmac tribe ; and 
it seems were formerly subjected by the Mohawks, 
it being very lately, if not still, a custom with them 
to send, at stated periods, a canoe and several men 
up the St. Lawrence, to pay homage to the chiefs of 
that tribe in Canada. These nativelil were savage 
warriors, in the time of the French possession of the 
Island, and unmeroifully massacred and scalped the 
crews of the unfortunate English line of battle ships 
wrecked on the S. E. coast. It does not appear 
that the French discouraged their barbarity, although 
the priests had nominally converted them to the Ro­
man Catholic faith. It was their policy to flatter the 
natives with titles :and honors ; and one old man 
still exhibits a commission, bearing the signature of 
Louis the Fifteenth, conferring on his ancestor the 
dignity of King of the tribe. Another Illay be seen 
\.,.earing a medal, bestowed by the same monarch. 
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Their manners softened, with change of cireumst8D­
cas, and their present descendants, probably three 
hundred in all, are a very mild and patient people. 
Their families appear universally to possess an inex­
haustable stock of spirits and good humour. Roman 
Catholio priests are still their religious instructors, 
and considering the small advantages of these poor 
people, their character is not bad. Dishonesty ia 
seldom heard of among them, and even intoxication 
is not general, a fact that cannot be affirmed of the 
population of Cape Breton generally,whose chief en­
joyment appears to be derived from thelattersource, 
with the honorable exception of the St. Anne's set­
tlers, and in some measure of the French. 

The tribe of Cape Breton Micmacs is dwindled, 
as already observed, to the number of about three 
hundred; thus following the invariable law, which 
the ancient inhabitants of the new world seem doom­
ed to obey, wherever Europeans have fixed their 

. ominous residence. Absolute extinction, however, 
will probably be averted, so long as the lands, now 
considered their peculiar 'property, be preserved in­
violate to their use. There are five tracts possessed 
exclusively by the Indians, situated in distinct places 
at Escasoni, on the north side of the east arm of the 
Bras d' Or Lake; at the Indian Narrows, or entrance 
ofthe strait leading from the lake to St. Peter's, 
where they have a chapel on an Island; at the basin 
of the River St. Denys; at the mouth of the Waga-:­
matkook; at the head of the basin ofWhycocomagh; 
and a small tract at the }'orks of Marguerite River. 
From this enumeration, it will be perceived their el!l­
tablished haunts are confined to the Bras d' Or and 
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its rivers ; but they make summer excursions al80 to 

the harbors on the sea coast. The above named 
tracts were chosen by them for their potatoe grounds, 
and they reside there, for the most part, during 

winter. They may contain altogether eight or ten 
thousand acres; and during the infancy of the cola· 
l1y were left in posse8sion of the Indians by tacit 
consent, while some fear of their vengeance remain­
ed to check the rapacity of the European settlers; 
and they have since been preserved to them, chiefly 
by the firmness of the Surveyor General of the Is­
land) in discountenancing all applications for their 

lands, and by interesting each successive Governor 
in their welfare. It is much to be desired, that these 

grounds were constituted their unalienable property 
by legislative enactment, or grant from the crown. 
The land will increase in value, as the surrounding 

country becomes appropriated, and these poor na­
tives will find in agriculture a refuge from their im­
pending fate, when no longer permitted to fish and 
hunt at large. Already some of them possess cattle, 
and they have long been accustomed to grow maize 
and potatoes. Especial provision should be made in 
their charter to prevent any transfer, or long lease, 
of the lands allotted them; otherwise their wants, 
and the inconsideration and carelessness natural to 

savages, would soon cause their territory to change 
masters. It is believed that no reluctance exists, 
on the part of Government, to effect this salutary 

measure, but the expense of the surveys and titles 
probably acts as a check on its immediate execution. 

The commerce of the Island of Cape.Breton, may 

be said to be yet in its infancy, and probably it does 
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not nearly equal the amount of business transacted 
while under the French dominion ; fQr although the 
produce of the Island was then confined to the fishe .. 
ries alone, and may rather be called the produce of 
the surrounding seas, with the exception of some 
furs, yet the city of Louisburg was the channel 
through which the West India trade was carried. OIl 

with the mother country, and the focus of the Fl'ellch 
colonial traffic. Fish has ever since continued to be 
the principal article of export, the Jersey merchants 
having long ago established agents at Arichat and 
Cheticamp, as well as at Sydney and at St. Anne's, 
although the two latter places were afterwards de-­
serted by them. The fisheries wele extensively 
conducted by these persons during many years, with­
out many competitors, the principals being wealthy 
people, and not deterred from their undertaking by 
C8Buallosse8 ; but of later years, other adventurers 
eI!ltabJished themselves at Arichat, Ship Harbor, St. 
Peter's, Ardoise, Sydney, Menadon, St. Anne's, 
and Marguerite, who supply the fishermen in those 
8Ild the intermediate places, and in payment receive 
theDah, part of which are sold and consumed in the 
country, and part exported. 

Traders also visit the coast,and furnish the inhabi­
tants with various articles, taking fish and agricul­
tural produce in return. Coals form, next to fish, the 
largest article of export, and the present lessees of 
tbe Mines are preparing to meet a much greater de­
mand than has hitherto been made on them, by the 
introducUon of steam machinery, and by opening the 
!\tines at Lingan in addition to thOle a.t Sydney.­
The tatter were long OOl1ducted by a GO'lerment 
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Agent, and afterwards leased to persons resident at 
Sydney; they are now in'the bands of a wealthy 
Company in London, who also have a lease of the 
Mines at Pictou, and it is understood that their lease 
includes all the Mines in British North America.­
The export of timber from the Bras d' Or, in Euro­
pean vessels, and the ship building establishments 
there, for supplying the British market, are but of 
recent date, .nnd have latterly declined in like man,­
ner as the same business in the neighbouring coun­
trics. Gypsum, though formerly' shipped in large 
quantities, is not often sold at present. The agricul­
tural exports consist principally of live stock, pota­
toes, oats, butter. cheese, salted beef and pork, &0. 
which find a market in Newfoundland; and wheat 
from the Gulf shore, taken to Halifax. 'rhe amount 
of the chief articles exported in the year 1828, or 
such of them as have come under the cognizance of 
the Custom-House, is nearly as follows :-

Dry Fish 4 t,ooo quintals. 
Pickled Fish 18,000 barrels. 
Coals 
Potatoes 
Oats 
Live Stock -

10,000 chaldrons. 
12,000 bushels. 

5,000 ,bushels. 
700 head. 

Train Oil - 2,209 barrels. 
These, with about twenty cargoes of timber, some 

lumber, spars, staves, barrels, furs, buttel", &c. &0. 
are valued about .£79,000, at prime cost,' of which 
exports there went to 

Great Britain, the value of 
The British Am.erican Provinces, 
West Indies, 

.£7,500 

55,100 

5,400 
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States, 
Other Foreign States, 

700 

10,000 

£79,000 

Th" p"dr,cip:£,l imptr)rts are flour, rum? mola1'lses, 
other West India produce, and a variety of British 
me"K~(JRanPiee and m:::"KYmfaetured tioode~ Theseuera! 
quantities entered at the Custom·House in 1828, 
wern 

Flour 40,000 balTels. 
Rum 38,000 gaUona. 

3.2,000 gallona 
VaIued, with the remaining arti-

abKJVe 
about 

these goods there came from 
£76,000 

gbreat the valne of ~f.22,OOO 

From, or through the Pro-

From West Indies 
hTnitad Stetes 
ForeiUH StHtes 

50,fe)O 

3,500 
fOO 
200 

£711,000 

Fe(pm these hata app¥~arf" that the h+:,lam,e of 
trade is in favor of Cape-Breton, more especially if 
it be considered that the exports are stateh at their 
Halue at of anh that, as 
part of them are shipped in vessels belonging to the 

the profite at the of ealc K~eturn to C;:'he-
Breton, and form a large additional sum that does 



not appear in the above statement; while the im­
ports, being for the most part purchased out of the 
Island, on account of persona resident in Cape-Bre­
ton, the real amount paid by the Island is as stated 
above, the profits on the sale of the imports not be­
ing taken from the country, but going to the import­
ers there residing. 

The registered vessels belonging to the Island are 
three hundred and forty, principally employed in the 
coasting and carrying trade, the greater number be­
ing owned in Isle Madame, and part in Sydney and 
Menadon, as well as at Louisburg, Cheticamp, Ship 
Harbour, Ardoise, St. Peter's and Lenox Passage. 
Theirtonnagevariesfrom30t0200tons; the average 
may be 50 tons. About 50 registered vessels are built 
annually, a few of which are ships of 300 or 400, tons, 
for British Owners. Besides these' registered ves­
sels, numbers of small shallops, schooners,and boats, 
are employed iIi the fisheries, and do not take regis­
ters. About 300 boats are thus engaged and owned 
on the N. E. coast, by no means the most populous 
in resident fishermen, although great numbers repair 
thither in vessels from the southern shore and else­
where. The whole number of these vessels and 
boats belonging to the Island, including. those hav­
ing registers, ia estimated at more than 1000, the 
large Scotch boats in the lake not being reckoned. 

The resources of this Island may assuredly be con­
sidered as yet very partialJy developed. The fishe­
ries are capable of almost indefinite augmentation. 
No part of the British Dominions, with the exception 
perhaps of Newfoundland, is so favourably situated 
for this purpose, offering equal advantages for fishing 
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in boats or vessels of burthen, having fishing grounds 
close in to its shores, and capacious harbours at a 
moderate distance from the Great Bank, and the 
Labrador coast ; ample room on shore for the estab­
lishment of thousands of fishermen, and abundance 
of timber conveniently situated for buildingtb~ 
quisite vessels. The island is placed on the. very 
spot to seek which the, fishermen of the oounmes tQ 
the westward annually perform long and exPewU8 
voyages. .As peculiarly adopted to the boat fishery" 

the following places may be enumerated: The se"" 
ral small harbours from St. Peter's Bay to.Gabarua, 
then Louisburg, the two Lorans, Menadoll, Soatari, 
Mire Bay, Ungan, Entrance of Sydney harbour, 
Big and Little Pond, Little and Great Bras.d' Or,.St. 
Anne ; and va1'ious places along the coast to IDga.­
niche, and a few more to Aspy Bay, near Cape­
North; also Marguerite, Cheticamp, and several 
parts of the Gulf shore. In larger vessels the more 
distant fisheries may be best prosecuted from·lsle 
Madame, Lenox Passage, Ardoise, St. Peter's, li.ouiaoo 
burg, Menadon, Sydney, Great Bras d' Or, and St. 
Anne. 

The places most to be recommended for ship build­
ing, are at the entrance of the River Inhabitants, 
the River St. Denys, where Saw Mills may easily 
be erected, planking, timber and spars readilyob­
tained, and where the timber is considered superior 
to any in Nova-Scotia; also the south side of the 
Whyeocomagh Basin, producing fine pine, and other 
timber; some stations on the southern shOle of 
Boularderie island, the northern side of the Great 
Bras d' Or and entrance, several parts of St. Anne'. 
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harbor) 81JweJl .1 St. Peter'., tIM. harhori' ttl I_r 
Madamt"-, ~_ ; MemlcJoOf . C.hetieamp., ud v.n-. 

ous:placeain!the Bras d" Or Lake. 
, 'rha mea.t to whieh the minel. of QoaJ"1tt be­
wOlke« is also ,tiiftlcult . to. 'limit. Hit.bertotae1 

ilia" ~ opened at SrOOsy ont,-, Qd dug ne*rJy to 
~ ·Ie.,el o{·the sea: Thepresen.t Mining' OGmpaDt 

pmisess ample cmtal; diad IIBve' Ute aQ'VQtagIe. of 8Il 

open. trade to all parts of tlle'worid, sinca'the ,ad· 
lllisiion.of STdner to t~ nomher.of the free·pon. ; 
.nd.: the Coal being consideneil inferior to' none, it 
maY'be _peened Utat thedapabilitiee of the country 

ill thisrespeet·will be mDifested ~'thaD in 
ethelllil •.. The .iQoaIities fer this .trade are Sydn.Yt 
Lingan, Cowbay ;. the Coalex1ending .through all 
the .intermediate oout,. and 8$'fal' as the N:.'E. end 
bf Boulardel'ie; andlsformed also at Curibaoou, near 
til., River Inhabi_te, aDd at Cape Habao, on the 
Qolfsbore. 
: ftaister of Faris or. Gypsum,~ in large'rnaasee 

th1'OU8hout the Bras d" Or Lake, in the Sreat Brait 

4' O~ ohann~l, at St. Anne's, and the OOIiilt to the 
Mthward, 88 ·well as in the stra.it of Canso and 

otaer·places. In many-pam, particularly in the Great 
Bra4I d' 01', vessell may lie, 88 at a wharf, while -ehe· 
;lailter U! cut and thrown upon the deok. 

The Bras d' Or Lake is also the prinoipal reposi­

t~ ofthe timber- trade, its shores and iBlets fur... 
Jllllhing the material and most convenient plaeee for 

lacliug. The Qpper parts of Sydiley hatbour also, 
ad 8f. Anne~s, .Kord ikCcess t& this article; but in a 

ecNaa'y of 10 limited an astant 88 Cape Breten, the­

supply i.more Ukely to decrease than augment, aDd 
YOLo 11. 38 
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perhaps it were most advisable to retain in. the coun . 

try, for domestic use, the riches of tbe forest. 
Although the soil of the Island has hitherto been 

worked by ill instructed and careless cultivators, who 
possessing abundance of land, take little pains to ren­
der it productive, yet the discovery has already been 
made, that in fertility it is superior to any of the up­
lands in Nova-Scotia. Great scope, indeed, for im­
provement exists in the mode of culti vating the lands. 
Tile lots of land now occupied by single families 
should be sufficient, in general, for three or four ; 
two hundred acres being the allowance in the greater 
part of the grants or other titles from the Crown. It 
is computed that the lands occupied, with and with­
out titles, amount to 700,000 acres or 800,000, and 
that there remains ofland fit for cultivation and un­
occupied, about 400,000 or 500,000 acres, 800-,000 
more are estimated to be occupied by small lakes, 
hills, barrens, swamps, &c. which complete the num­
ber of two millions of acres, supposed to be the area 
of the Island, exclusive of the large masses of water. 
The greatest body of fertile land not yet occupied, 
lies in the interior, between the Gulf shore and the 
Bras d' Or waters; and other portions exist on the 
south shore of the Bras d' Or Lake, in rear of the pre­
sent settlements; in the interior of the penin!ula 
formed by the Little Bras d' Or, the east arm of the 
Lake, and the harbour of Sydney, between Mire Bay 
and Sydney, in rear of the Wagamatkook and Bad­
deck, settlements; the back land at St. Anne's, be­
tween Cape North and Cape St. Lawrence, and in 
various parts of the northern country. The agricultu­
ral products will doubtless keep pace with the increa e 
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.of the -population, and suffice for the IUpply of the 
country, allowing perhaps some overplus fOl' expor­
tation, but it is not from this source that Cape Bre- . 
ton will derive an equivalent to its imports; neither 
would it be advisable for individuals to invest capi­
tal in agricultural speculation ill this Island, except 

perhaps in the immediate vicinity of the sea ports, 
and trading places, where a good market is al­
ways at command. Laborers are scarce, labor con­
sequently expensive, and during half the year the 
climate forbids nearly all the attempts of the farmer, 
and his laborers remain unemployed in their prop or 

vocation. The proprietor, who is also the laborer, is 

the only agriculturist that prospers at present, and an 

amateur of the science will usually find he can pur­
chase at a cheaper rate than he can raise his crops. 

In objects of prime necessity, therefore, Cape Bre­
ton may rest independent of oth"er countries. The 
soil and the seas will maintain its inhabitants, timber, 
quarries of stone for building, lime-stone, clay for 
bricks and pottery, exist in abundance; slates are 

also to be found, coal and iron, the requisites for tho 
most important manufactures, are plentiful. Thus 
the population need not seek elsewhere for necessa­
ried. In exchange for luxuries, its mines, and the 
produce of the surrounding seas, offer more than an 
equivalent, being susceptible of increase to an incal­
culable degree; and in conjunction with the establish­
ment of manufactures, may, in future days, attract 
the tide of affluence to its shores. The influx of pro­
perty and the increase of population, mutually acting 
on each other, and the consequent general improve­

ment) particularly in the increase of opportuni tie!'! for 
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~D, \til no dwbteuentiatly ,rai. &beast ... 
IR)IcitefY'''~'ftd ;render Cape ' Breton whaHt ceYtainl,' 

is -not now , :a ootlritry where :tile wealthy'may ex-, 
peMnce tbe enjoymeMs of life. At preseJlt,it oi"era 
no ,more thana refuge for lIbe poor, , .. ad 1l fiekl fer 
the speoa+ative and industrious, to whioh 'indeed niay 

be added, Dew ground for thncientuic:naturBliBt and' 
a .... ange for the sportsma'ft. 

It is probable that most Englishmen and B .. '" 
doIonk., are acquainted widl the ,history .,r Cape­

B'reton, previollsly to its 'eOptore, 8Ild the ;recitlll or· 
the mdious infaMY of the colony, under ita Britisb 

Jilutel'S, wouldpl"Ove but'an uninte~ tale. Ori+ 
ginatl, in possession of the, French, &Oge~r with 
Ganat1a, they paid litt19 attention to the eapabilitie. 
Ol'rc;louroes'of b land, being saloly intentcm aeen­
mu"ting tht 't~resof the SUl"toundi9g ocean.· :As 
tbecen* of'their fisheries, &Jld as a .reeeptacm. .... 
a'ild proteCtion to their West..:lndia ttade with the n»­
tMr OMIntty, th-eyteul'lded and 'inaintained the msg­
:aiicent establishment of Louisburg, with ita hOllpi~ 
tali, ipalaees, cathedrals, theatres, andnunfteriC!1Jj 
iaid to have been the only regularly fol1ified·ooWil ill 
Amerioa ; and they resigned t"e ·rest of th~ 18l'and; 

eDeptiflg twe or three forts, to the dominion of, tM 
:native ,Miomaes, then the bitter aftdferoci9usex. .. 
ermlles of the British. Strong, however, BSthe futtol 
relies of Louisburg at'e reported to have been·, they 
lftH'I'ettdered more than once to' Bri,tisb prowess ; and 
linoe the last celebrated 'Siege, memorabfe for tbe 
part.uataitied by the gallant Wolfe, when th-e rorti~ 
ficatieft. were unrelentingly destroyed by the e&p. 
ten, LouisbUrg, deserted by its former iohabitahte, 
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.. 
_ ,tbe material, of ita houaell' origiMD, bf8Qlkl 

frea "'ll8D~, beinf: cmried 8NIily fOr ~e ereoMn, of 
eMber to1mil, quiekly IIlIllt to·; its present iDSipii; 
canoe, retaining 'only tlae iIldestruotible adll'alitap 
ofa most noble 'harbor. 

The Eopab ministry, in the time of Mr.Pitt,:all8 
eaid to have coneit5ered the Island as WOI'8e than U8~ 
less ; and would have rejoiced that Cape Bretoll had 
_k:to 1he depths of the ocean, being contiuuall, 
apprehelll8ive that other pow.ers might ebtainpollfo 

tfession, and thus establish, a post of annoyance, 
which motive caused ttae deatrllcW.on of the forti6ca· 
tions. ,Thus neglected by its new masters, the Is· 
land remained a useless appendage to N ova·Scotia, 
until an iDsular government was established at S,yc\· 
ney, throUS'h the ex.et'tions of Mr. Desbal'res, the 
first Lieut. Governor. From that period the pupu· 
lation and general prosperity of the laIand iBcnaaed 
gradaally, unGier a suecession of ,Lieut. Governors, 
• ,Presidems of the Council; and more rapidlyfnMk 
*he oommencemeDt of the, Seotohemigl'ation aboolt 
the year 1800, until the annexation, or l!eanneutioa 
<to Nova-Scotia in 18!O. A few yearsprevioutlj to 
that event, its annual revenue, produced by a ·tax .of 

,one shilling on tbe gallon of.imported spirituOUl IIi­

'quOI'8, imposed by the Governor andCouDoil,prcr· 
duced a revenue of £2000 a year, ded~ted to mak­

ing roads and bridges, effecting surveys of the c:oQn­
try, &c. and the revenue from the 0001 mines wO'S 

a)80 in part expended in the Island. The tax had 
been declared illegal, and was discontinued befoJle 
the annexation. 

'Since the ,Proclamation of 1820, reducing' Cape. 
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Breton iothe state of a county Of Nova·Scotia, it hu 
likewise enjuyed its immediate revenue, encreaaed 
toabout £4000, under the fostering hand of.the last 
exeelJent Lieutenant Governor, Sir JiliDea ·Kempt .. 
The salaries of the officers of Government, the coal 
revenue, and the fees on titleJ to land, are of course 
in greater part lost to the Island ; and the scanty' 
and very unequal representation of the County; in 
the Provincial Asssembly, natlll'allyprociuces.in the 

inhabitants misgivings as to its future destiny. _e_ 
CHAPTER III. 

ISLE OF SABLE • 

.siltuJlion and rize oj the 18le oj &ble-origin and present 
. "",, oj the Establisl&ment upon it-general a.PIJearane. 

and natural productiom-e:rtent oj the Bars-effect oj II 
fiorm-La1u Wallact-situation oj the buildings-urild 
Iwnu-mbbits-rats-tDiltl hog8-8taJOfIJl,-urrine seals. 
The west end of the Isle of Sable lies in latitude 

..s·.56 4!-and longitude 60 71 15; the east end in 
Jat. 48 59 5-and west long. 69 42 o. It is about 
85 miles distant from Cape Canseau, the nearest part 
of Nova~Scotia, and extends 30 miles in length, and , 
.ODe and half in width. It presents the shope of a 
bow, diminishing in size at either end, and consists 
of an accumulation of loose white sand. As this Is­
land lies directly in the tract of vessels bound to or 
from Europe, and is 110t discernable at a distance, 
it has ever been the scene of most numerous and 
melancholy Shipwrecks.· 'fhe extended dominions 

• LUt of YUle" lostontl&e jsle oj Sable rime the year 1801. 
180. I-Ship.· Union,' do. pack-f180S-Brig Harriet, Sbip Hao-

et, do. Prince .. Amelia, 200 nah. . 
lIIen per_hed. 180.-Sbip II Stark Odiertt 
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or.the.mother , eOIintry preoluded the pC8SibUityo( 
forming eat8biiihment& for . the relief of distte8l~t 
IDrinel'B, on aU the YariOllts pla~eltin her d.i8taP~ po8~ 
I!'IIiOM, whete*bey were required; and the:PQver­
tyo!: theCoJonies prevented theirundertakil)g·: to 
erect them, even where theil' own interests were 
more immediately concerned. Neglected by both, 
Sable Island continued to be the terror of navig~tor8, 

until the increasing trade of Nova-Scotia, rendered 
it indispensable that some measures should be adopt· 
ed for bringing away those persons who might be 
thrown upon it, and for pteventing people from plun­
dering the wrecks. In the year 1801, an act of the 
Assembly was passed, empowermg the Governor 
to appoint, from time to time, a proper officer to in .. 
spect the Island, with authority to imprison for a time 
not exceeding six years, any person convicted of vo .. 

louhtarily residing upon it without a licence. Dur· 
ing the same yElur a Committee wus appointed to 

devise means for settling some families there, and 
£600 was. voted towards defraying the expense of 
constructing suitable buildings. The humane estab· 
Iishment, whioh had been erected and maintaihed at 
an expense of about £1 ,500,recei vcd,in the year 1804, 

IS06-A schooner. \ 1817-TlVo schooners. 
1807--Brig John and Mary. lS19-AmericJ.n schooner Juno. 
180S-Brig Spring. ship Asia beat over N. E. bar. 
1809-An Aa:erican schooner, a j1820-A brig and schooner. 

brig. brig Hard Time., brig 1822-French frigate L' Afri-
Oriun. cane. 

1812-H. M. frigate Barbadoes, I 1823-Two brigs. 
and a sloop lind achooner. lS24--Brig James. 

181S--TwoAmerican fishing ves- 1826-Ship Elizabeth. brig Del· 
lie Is. I phia, do. Traveller, ship Nu-

1814--A schooner of Halifax. sau, an American schooner, 
18IS-Brig Ada.mant, ship De- ship Agamemnon. 

mascola. I lS27-Barque Echo, echooncr 
ISl6-Schooner Trafalgllr. a I Four SOIl8. 

Flench fishing veuel. 
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'f! provincial aHofrance:of £.fOQ, whioh ' haa been Ta. 
JrnJarly granted for itS, sllppert for the 1.... twenty. 
fouty-ears.- In t8!'T,the;Brltilh Govemmentin 0084 

sequence ofrepresent!ltionl!!'made by His Excellenoy 
SlrJames K~mpt, 'added a eimilar sum, with a. pro~ 

thise that it shonJd be ,continued so long as the As· 
lembly of Nova-Scotia should , vote the usual allow~ 
lince: ' The fund8 appropriated to this purpose there­
fore;now, amount to '£8dO'a year. From its first for­
niation to the present time,it has been conducted un­
d. ,the order of a CommissiQner, the Honorable 
MiebaelWallace, who has, during this long period, 
gratuitauslydirected it~ management. The eBtab~ 
lishment con$ists of a superintendant, and seven or 
eight ~ble ,bodied men. Edward Hodgson, who is at 
pl'eeentin charge -of itJ has re~ided there since 1604, 

Aa'YingbeenJor many y~ars A!!sistant to Mr. Morris, 
~he ,'rst :Over$eer ; his famUy consists of four sons 
and! adaug~ter. Three ofhifl sons receive w~ges 
tram tbe Commi8$ioner, and with four or five ser­
tantl, ,conJtitute th~ party maint;ained by,Gove ..... 

ment.The Alary paid to Mr. ' Hodgson; "" ~O .. 
year, aud th., w.~ of the men such a~ is ' QSu~11 

ginn to ~ple (If tbesame claN. 
The superintendant is governed by the directions 

wbleb he receives from the Commissioner, and i8 

ordered to use the utmost exertions in pre8erving the. 
lives and' property of all who require relief, a duty 
wllich haa ever been most faithfully and satisfactorily 
discharged. The stock of provisions has alw.y& 

p"''¥edmore than , lufiicient, and though three haD~ 

~"""m.-rioan QI'Vel1lbWDt iI.lied an order durin, the la'- war. 
to the public and private amed ve .. elt of the Republic. forbid.iD. 
the. to molelt nJHla bound to or from this kIud. 
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dl'ed people have been there at ODe time, no mooD­
venieace has ever been experienced. There· is no 
specified ration allotted to ehipwrecked people, w!!.o 

are furnished at the discretion of Mr. Hodgson, with 

whatever appears to him to be necessary for their 
comfort. The Island is visited periodically by 

a vessel, for the double purpose of conveying the 

necessary supplies, and of bringing off those who 

may have been thrown on shore. It is always peram­

bulated after a storm; and as vessels are often. 

stranded in calms or fogs, in consequence of the irre­

gularity of the current, a party is dispatched every 
week, to perform this duty. The wrecks of vessels 

and the property saved, are taken possession of by 
the Commissioner, who sells them for the benefit of 
the parties concerned, retaining a salvage for the es­

tablishment, the rate of which is settled by three 
merchants of the Town of Halifax. The surface of 

the Island is undulated, and as its colour is also 

very similar to the sea, it is not easily distinguished 

from it. Throughout its whole extent there is not 

a single tree or shrub, and the only productions to 
be found upon it are a strong coarse grass, common­
ly known by the name of bent gmss,or sea matweed, 

and whortleberry and cranberry bushes. The grass 

is indigillous, and grows near the shore, or in 

low places; and the cranberry bushes are confined 

to the deep hollows, which the violence of the wind 
has occasioned, in scooping out the sand, and driv­

ing it into the sea. With these exceptions, the soil, 
if such it can be called, consists of a naked sand, 

which is easily acted upon by the tempest, and drifts 

like snow. In some places it has formed conical 
VOL. II. 34 
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hills, one of which is an hundred feet high ; and 
notwithstanding its exposnre,and the looseness of its 
texture, continues to increase in bulk. After a gale 
of wind, human skeletons are sometimes exposed to 
view, and timber and pieces of wrecks are disintel'­
red, which have been buried for years. It is appre­
hended that the Island is decreasing in size. The 
spot where the first superintendant dwelt is now 
more than three miles in the sea, and two fathoms 
of water break upon it. Although it must occasion­
ally vary, according. to the violence of storms and the 
action of the waters, yet it is thought that the effect 
of thelle is perceptible rather on the bars and shoal., 
than on the Island itself; and that it is diminished 
by the wind faster than it is supplied by the ocean. 
Those who have not p~rsonally witnessed the effect 
of a storm upon this place can form no adequate 
idea of its horrors. The reverbera.ted thunder of the 
sea, when it strikes this attenuated line of sand, on 
a front of thirty miles, is truly appalling, and the vi­
bration of the Island under its mighty pressure seems 
to indicate that it will separate, and be borne away 
into the ocean. The whole of the south end is co­
vered with timber, which has either been drifted 
thither by the current, or torn from wrecks, and 
driven on shore by the violence of the sea. At either 
extremity there.is an extensive and dangerous bar. 
The north-west bar is sixteen miles long, and from 
a mile to a. mile and a half wide, on the whole of 
which the sea breaks in bad weather. That on the 
north east: which is of the same width as the other, 
extends twenty eight miles: and in a storm forms 
one continued line of breakers. The currents are 
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variable, but there is one the cause of most of the 
disasters, which is but little known to seamen. There 
is eufIicient reason to believe, that the gulf Siream at 
4!o 80, running E. N. E. occasions the waters of 
the St. Lawrence, running S. S. W. to glide to the 
westward. The strength of this current has never 
been noticed, and three fourths of the vessels lost 
have been supposed to be to the eastward of th~ Is­
land, when, in fact, they were in the longitude of it. 

During the summer months, the south west wind 
is so pre,valent as to be almost a trade wind, and is 
attended with the inconvenience to the party, and 
the danger to strangers, of being always accompani­
ed by fog. In winter the rigur of the climate is 
abated by the sea breeze, and the snow, though it 
sometimes falls in heavy showers, is almost immedi­
ately blown offinto the water. Although the Island 
is a mere strip of land, it contains a pond eighte. 
miles long, and nearly a mile wide, denominated 
Lake, Wallace, between which and the sea on the 
south side, thel'e is a narrow ridge or sea wall, of 
about 200 yards, This lake, when the Island was 
first discovered, appears to have had the same form 
which it now presents ; but very many years after­
wards a breach was made into it by the sea on the 
110rth side, and an inlet formed, which converted it 
into a very commodious harbour for small coasters. 
A tempest, similar to that which opened it, closed it 
again, and blockaded two small American shallops 
that had sought shelter within it. About the centre 
of the north side of the lake is the house of Mr.Jlodg­
lIOn, which is one ItOry in heighth, and forty feet in 
length by twenty in breadth, near which stand the 
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store. and a large barn. On an adjoining hill is the 
lag stair, made of the spritsail yard of the French 
frigate L' Africane, wrecked in the year 18!2, from 
which sjgnals are made to vessels in distress. At 
each end of the lake is a hut, furnished with provi­
sions, apparatus for striking fire; and directions for 
finding the house of the Superintendant. Two small 
kitchen gardens are attached to the house, and one 
place has been found where cabbages can be reared. 
Rye, oats and Indian corn, have been frequently 
sowed, but they have never come to maturity. The 
stock of cattle consists of four domesticated horses, a 
few cows and oxen, and some hogs and poultry. But 
though the attempt to raise sheep has been often 
made with every possible care,it has hitherto failed, 
the climate or the food not being congenial to them; 
Besides the barn adjoining the house, there is another 
at the east end of the Lake, which is filled with hay 
made of the beach grass. The. family are supplied 
with firewood by drift timber on the S. end of the 
leland, which is hauled to the lake and there formed 
into a raft, and towed to the dwelling house, for 
which purpose they are furnished with two excellent 
whale beats. The water is brackish and of yellow:" 
Dcolour, but is every where attainable in the hol­
lowl by digging from three to five feet. From tho 
earliest period that there is any authentic account of 
this Island, it appears to have had a herd of wild 
cattle upon it. The Portuguese were the first who 
made this humane provision for the unfortunate, 1>y 
landing some calves, which increased in a few years 
to luch an extent, as to induce unprincipled men to 
.bunt them for the sake of their hides and tallow ~ 
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§l!nd in !lume iz:Lstanees to i!i!mOi!e thi!m The 
disreputable nature of the employment, and the dan· 
ger attending a protracted visit on the Island, were 

thrilL thi!h Wi!i!e il§l!t e§l!terminat§l!d fei! meril 
a century~ After this it was ahain stocked, but the 
cattle shared the same fate as those which had been 

plKii!ed thei!u. Tt a rubr,~qUi!§l!t a 
Mr~ Le Mercier, t ~erg:rmaeil at mlKo 
called himself an English man by naturalization,. sent 
catUu thithee,§l!nd propii!seh to eemove there himself. 
Amung ei!z,ordi! of the is ,+,r,.appU­
cation from him to Lieutenant-Governor Armstr,ong, 
at Annapolis, for a grant of the Island, but as he de-

te aClii!pt on the ±§i!rmi! of paying 
a quit rent to thi! Kinh! it was finalllK rilithheld. A 
proclamation, however, was issued by the Governor, 

iiiii .... Jii§l! p§l!flple to ther±2£ a£limalr, afld 
continufllK thi!?~e fi!r I§l!any pea£~li b§l!t at whflt time 

they were destroyed, and succeeded by the horses 
flOW upEm it, is not known, nor is it ascertained whe­
mel the Iatk, arn the desi!ndan.ts of 10mi! ser,t th±lne 
by him, or of others which have f£.~flm 

wrecks. Since the formation of the establishment, 
flnh the protectiz)n 4dlordd t6nm lKy it, hnne 
greatly in fl§l!d art! ni)W e±§tilnated 

at three hundred. They are small but strong and 
flctine,with rurprising harfiho06, the 

inclnmeflz)y in '4£."£Y 

other shelter than that aflorded blK the hillocks of 
sand. They are, as Buchanan describes the ork­
§l!ey pOfli!yS, speeies .sehnd 

omnes UflUS sRihra quaxtr', cudi poti!rt stl.~enl:&i~ TbRi sOqxth 

end of the Island is their general resort, on account· 
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brthe quantity of grass on its shores, and its remote· 
ness from the house of the 'superintendant. They 
have increased beyond their means of subsistence, 
and although many are killed every year to supply 
fresh provisions for the Cl'ews of wrecks, who are 
detained there until an opportunity offers for con­
veying them to Nova·Scotia, yet several of the aged 
nnd infirm are generally found dead every Spring.­
They are exceedingly wild, and it is no easy matter 
to approach within gun shot of them. As it is desir· 
able that no effort to'shoot them should be ineffec 
tual, and that they should not be unnecessarily 
maimed or wounded great care is taken by the marks. 
man to secrete himself in a suitable place, until an 
animal approaches within a convenient distance, 
when one shot usually suffices to ,kill him. 'fhe 
young male horses are selected for slaughter, and 
are easily distinguished from the aged by their supe· 
rior condition, and by the size of the maine which 
in old horses is of extreme length, reaching nearly 
to their knees. The meat is said to be tender and 
by no means unpalatable. 'fhe Island is also well 
mocked with English rabbits, which make a very 
agreeable variety in the food of tile party. Thena· 
ture of the soil is so peculiarly adapted to the habits 
of these animals that they have multiplied astonish­
ingly, and they are alone prevented from becoming 
too numerous by a similar increase of rats, the pro. 
geny of those that have escaped from wrecks.­
Great numbers of the latter perish in the course of 
the winter, and the rainy weather of the spring and 
autumn. Until within the last fifteen years, there wa. 
D small herd of wild hogs, that became exceedin~11 

,,- "' 

Digitized by Google 



1'7t 

fierce. The climate, however,wmcb bad alwaj't 
~estricted their increase, finally overcame them alto­
gether, the whole having perished during aD unu­
sually severe winter. Since that time it haS Dot 

been thought advisable to-renew this species Qfetoek, 
which. considering the nature of the food that ship­
wreeks must sometimes have unfortunately furnished 
them,must always have been objects of the greatest 
horror and disgust. During the early part of the 
summer, gulls, ducks, divers, and other wild fowl, la1 
an immense quantitY' of eggs ~n the southern point, 
and a party from the house frequently sail 'up the 
lake and fill their boat. with them. At the approach 
of winter these birds migrate to the Continent. Soon 
after the settlement of the New-England Colonies, 
this place become a favorite resort of fishetmen for 
the purpose of killing morse and seal. The former 
are nearly exterminated, but the latter still afford, 
during the seal!on, a favourite employment to the 
people of the superintendant. 

They are of the species C Phoca Ursini&~. The 
_ male is sometimes eight feet long, and weighs 800 

pounds; but the female is much smaller. The colol" 
of the former is nearly black, and of the latter a dark 
speckled brown. Their hair is long and rough, and 
on the neck of the male is upright, and a little longer 
than the rest. The fore legs are about two feet long, 
and the hinder ones twenty-two inches; the feet 
being divided by five toes, "Separated by a large web, 
and spreadi!1g to the extent of twelve inches. 'They 
are prodigiously strong, swimming at the rate ofse­
ven miles an hour, and are very tenacious of life, 
often surviving the most severe wounds: When on 
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.shore they live in families, each male being attended 
-b1 several females, whom he guards with great jea­
lousy. The young ones, at twenty days, are nearly 
white" and their flesh bears a resemblance to that of 
sucking pigs. The males, when· old, aro deserted 
by the females. They then live apart from the rest, 
and become exceedingly fierce and quarrelsome. 
Their cont~ts are often violent and sanguinary, aod 
they inflict wound. ,on each other, not unlike the 
cots of a 'sabre. At the termination of one of these 
battles, : they throw themselves into the sea to wash 
away the blood. Although by no means so nume­
rous as they were in former years, they still resort 
to the Island in great numbers. They arrive on the 
north east bar about the middle of January, for the 
purpose of whelping, and remain therefor the space 
oC.a month; when the puppies are about twenty-five 
~ays old preparations are made for attacking them. 
E~h person is armed with a club, five or six feet in 
length, made of oak or ash, the but being transfixed 
with a piece orsteel, one end of which is shaped like 
a spike, alld the other formed into a blade. As the 
sealsseldomadvance beyond the summit of the bar, 

•. so as to avail themselves of its declivity to facilitate 
,. il)eir descent into the sea, the party approach with 

great caution and silence, and when within about 
two hundred yards, they rush in between them and 
the water, and Commence the attack. . Each man 
selects one of the largest a8 the object of his parti­
cular pursuit, and strikes him on the back part of the 
head several blows with the steel spik~. He then 
applies the blade in the same manner to the wound 
thus inflicted, and repeats the blows tm the animal 
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is brought to the ground. The strength and fierce­
ness of this species of seal is such that this attempt 
is not unaccompanied with danger, and when they 
turn on their pursuer, they ward off the blow 80 dex­
terously that they sometimes seize the club in their 
mouth and escape. An ordinary handspike would 
be altogether unavailing, and a musket is equally 
ineffectual. When driven oft' of this shoal they land 
again on the north west Bar, where they are pursu­
ed in the same manner, after which they disappear 
altogether until the ensuing year. The chief value 
of the s~.al consists in the oil. When the animal is 
killed the fat is peeled ofl'with knivest and. the blulJ.. 
bet tried out. The skin of a full grown one is worth 
h. and that of a whelp Is.6d. The proceeds of the 
sales of both the skins and oil are devoted to the 
benefit of the funds of the establishment. " 

This interesting and valuable institution, which has 
preserved the lives of many hundreds of unfortunate 
people, has been maintained for twenty-four years 
at the sole expense of Nova-ScOtia. The humble" 
state of the Provincial Revenue at the time is was 
projected, and the selfishness which dictated that, as 
its benefits were enjoyed in common with other 
Colonies, the cost of its support should be" al80 dis­
tributive, were obstacles of no ordinary nature 1 and 
the highest praise is due to the Legislature which, 
disregarding their consideration, had the good s~n8e 
and liberality to commence this laudable e"tablish." 
mente 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Progressive increase and present state of population-Negro 
Slaves-Iliston) of the Maroons-Chesapealte Blacks,­
manners and character of Nova- Scotians-.Militia-com­
parative statement of the diffe10ent religious sects-state of 
the Established Church- Catholic Clergy-Presln)terian 
Synod-Methodist Conference-Baptist .flssociatio~ 
Education. 

The progressive increase of the population of 
Nova-Scotia has never been ascertained with any 
degree of certainty. During the whole period that 
the country was in the possession of the French, 
political changes, and the insecurity of property, had 
a tendency to divert the attention of the settlers 
from agriculture to the fisheries. This operated so 
powerfully in checking the increase of population, 
that in the year 1749, just one hundred and forty­
four years .after the settlement of the Colony, the 
Acadians amounted to only 18,000. After the re­
moval of these people from Nova-Scotia the British 
settlers in 1755 were numbered at 5,000, and in 1764, 
the following estimate was made, at the request of 
the Massachusets Historical Society :-
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No. Souls. 
Halifax, 3,000 - Newport, 

No. Souls. 
fa5t 
100 Lunenburg, 1,600 Dublin, 

Liverpool, 500 Dispersedalon~ the 
Annapolis County, 1,000 coast,exclu81ve of 
FortCumberlanddo. 750 Louisburg & St. 
Chester, 100 John's Island, S81 
Cobequid, 400 River St. John, 400 
lJarrington, 300 FrenchAcadians still 
Yarmouth, 150 in the Province, 
Horton, 670 about fa600 
Cornwa11is, 518 ' 
Falmouth, 278 13,000 

In 1772 it was reported to be 19,120, but in conse· 
quence of the revolution in America, and t~e failure 
of extensive land jobbing speculations, a number of 
people quitted the country, and in 1761 it was sup­
posed not to have exceeded 12,000. . Two years af· 
terwards there arrived 20,000 loyalists, so that in the 
year 1784 the number of inhabitants amounted to 

·32,000. Cape Breton, Prince Edward Island, and 
New IJrunswick, having been formed into distinct 
Governments, Nova-Scotia suffered a loss in its po­
pulation as well as its territory; and in a short time 
many of the loyalists either returned to the United 
States or removed elsewhere. In consequence of 
this decrease) it may be stated at 30,000 in the year 
1790. The fluctuation to which it had been subject, 
previous to this period, and the uncertainty in which 
it is involved, is such that we cannot assign to it a 
permanent population at any earlier period. From 
this time it has steadily advanced, and its in· 
crease may be measured as in other countries. In 
the year 1817, a cenillus of Nova-Scotia proper, was 
taken by order of the Earl of Dalhousie, which was 
as follows :-
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District of Halifax 
Colchester 

Pictou 
County of Annapolis 

Shelburne 

King's County 

Sydney 

,. 

Hunts 

Lunenburg .. 

Queen's County 

Cumberland - .,. 

J6,487 

4,972 

8,787 

9,817 

8,440 

7,155 
p,991 

6,685 

6,6:28 

3,098 

3,043 

82,053 

Showing an increase in twenty-seven years, from 

natural growth and emigration, of 52,053. In 1827 

another enumeration was made with great Care and 

~ccuracr, which gave the following re~ults : ... -
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COUNTY. I POPULATION. I BIRTHB.llll:ARRu.-/ ».AT::: 
GEl. 

INo.ofmate·1 Number ilf I I I No. of, in No. of Fe-I Nit. of ID 
in tbeCoun- Female. in Number of Number of Total Nit. the County, males mar- county dur-
I" ... 1- .'Ito .. _," .. - b.l •• ,·.r S .... " .,,'og th. nod in th. I 'og -_. rf laoourel'B1 elusive of or Male I vant. in I the year ending eOIIDty dllr-reriod. in-
or ServaRtll Servanu. Senant.. ditlo County. 80th. Sept. ing eame eluding La-

period. bourers • 

E 

I 
o 

. r t j .......... rH •• ru 5.546 6,466 1,821 1,106 14,489 884 87 520 

III District of Ditto. 4,898 4,614 689 845 10,487 870 105 157 
~. i I District ofColcbelt.I 3,606 3,697 815 

18&/ 7,703 834 88 77 

if District of Pictou 6,704 6,291 408 296 13,949 501 70 115 
t) l 

County of Rants 3.901 3.692 619 415 8.627 330 95 362 
County of King'. ' 4.756 4,654 637 261 10,208 339 71 115 
County of Annapolia 7,152 

6.9171 
3B9 21'3 14.661 41S 66 100 

County of Shelburne 6,133 5,885 278 288 12.018 685 129 124 
County of Queen'. 

I 
1.986 1.915 251 123 4.225 158 26 77 

County ,of Luneabu .. 4.681 4,28S\ 815 271\ 9.405 331 
78

1 

123 
. County of CumberllUld 2,188 2,415 285( 148 5.416 242 46 49 
County -Of Sydney '6,265 li,775 431 222 12,760 1108 126 89 

TOTAL ...... 67,"61 56,5091 5,7881 8,9131 123,848/ 4,11631 9461 1,808 
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Shewing an increase in ten years of 41,795. To this 
we may add for Cape Breton, 30,000. The total num­
ber of Inhabitants therefore of Nova-Scotia and Cape 
Breton is 153,848. It is difficult in any portion of Ame­
rica to separate, with precision, the increase deriv­
ed from emigration from that which arises from the 
natural growth of the people. Could any Buch ac­
counts be formed,it would appear that the population 
of Nova-Scotia has increased prodigiously, within 
the last twenty years, and that with the exception of 
the coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the emigration 
to the country has been very insignificant. The 
menns of subsisting a family are easily acquired. 
Wilderness lands are obtained upon such moderate 
terms, that an industrious man is soon enabled to 
provide for the wants of a family. The price of la­
bour is every where high, and those who are too 
poor to commence a settlement themselves, are ea­
gerly sought after by others who cultivate extensive­
ly. The people therefore m~ at an earlier period 

iii 

oflife, and in greater numbers than in Great Britain, 
·and the increase is proportionably large. It is esti­
mated that there are in Europe, on an average, four 
children to each marriage, and in Nova-Scotia, seven. 
A calculation formed upon this rate of increase, and 
applied to the present number of the people, plainly 
shews, that with the abundant means of subsistance 
which the country affords, it will at no very distant 
period be exceedingly popUlous. The majority of 
the present inhabitants consists of natives the des­
cendants of emigrants from Great Britain and the 
United States, although many of the early settlers 
still survive, and in the eastern parts of the Province, 
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to which a partial emigration continues, the majority 
of the people are Scotchmen. The Highlanders are 
not 80 advantageous a class of settlers as their low­
land neighbours. Their' wants are comparatively 
few, and their ambition is chiefly limited to the ac­
quirement of the mere necessaries of life. If in some 
instances they extend their clearings they' derive , 
not so much advantage from them as others .. ' Their 
previous habits have fitted them better for the ma­
nagement of stock, than the cultivation of the soil, 
and they are consequently more attached to it: From 
this cause they sometimes indulge' their inclination 
so much, that they have more stock than their 
means will permit them to keep in good condition. 
As their hay land becomes exhausted, from age or 
repeated croppings, they are obliged to appropriate a 
g~eater extent to that purpose, and have in conse­
quence too little pasture, and no scope for improving 
the soil and trying the ameliorating influence of the 
Plough. The Lowlanders, on the contrary, to the .. 
frugality and industry of the Highlanders, add a spi-
rit of persevering diligence, a constant desire of im­
provement, and a superior system of agriculture, 
which renders them a valuable' acquisition-.to the 
Province. A number of Germans were settled 
at Halifax, Lunenburg, and Clements, in ~each of 
.which places they have made extensive'improve­
ments, by their unremitted industry. Their descen­
dants, who are numerous, have had a tendency to 
mix with the general mass of inhabitants, and do 
not preserve the distinctive character of a sepa­
rate people. The Acadians, on the contrary, settle 
together as much as possible, their religion, lan-
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page, customs and sympathies, naturally attaching 
them to each other. Their largest and most po­
pulous settlements are at Clare, Pubnico, and Me­
nudie. They never intetmix by marriage with their 
protestant neighbours. Among themselves they still 
converse in French, which is corrupted, not only by 
patois, but by words derived from the Indian and 
English. Although the males are not generally ig .. 
norant of the English language, there are but few of 
their females or children who can understand it. As 
a people, they are moral in their habits, simple and 
economicnl in their expenditures, cheerful in disposi­
tion, and contented and happy. A small portion of 
the labouring population of the country is composed 
of free blacks) who are chiefly employed as agricul­
tural and domestic servants, but there are no slaves. 
Formerly there were negro slaves, who were brought 
to the country by their masters1 from the old colo­
Dies, but some legal difficulties having arisen in the 
course of an action of trove~, brought for the re­
covery of a runaway, an opinion prevailed that ths 
Courts would not recognize a state of slavery as hav­
ing a lawful existence in the country. Although this 
question never received a judicial decision the slaves 
were all emancipated. The most correct opinion 
seems to be, that slaves may be held in the Colony ; 
and this is not only corroberatcd by the construction 
of several English Acts of Parliament , but by particu­
lar clauses of the early laws of the Province. On 
this subject there prevailed much romance and false 
sentiment in Nova-Scotia, as well as in England.­
The eft'ect produced by this latent abandonment of 
lllavery ii, however, beneficial to ~he Country. Slave 
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labour, as has been well observed, resembles prt>fi.t. 
en stock or capital, more than labour properly 80 call­
ed. The individual who contemplates anestablish-. 
Ulent of this kind, takes into consideration the cost of 
the necessary.number of slaves, in the same OlanDer 
as he calculates the cost of the land. The uncertaiu,­
ty of this . speci~ of. employment aEords another 
ground of resemblance to commerce. Independent, 
therefore, of politieal and moral cODsiderations, such 
a system is by no means suitable to a Colony like 
Nova-Sootia, where there are. ~ew branches ofbusi­
aess requiring a regular body oflabourers, an~ whe..-e 
their clothing and provision is attended w·ith so 
81uch expense. In addition to the emancipated 
.1 aves just mentioned, there were a number of free 
.egrees, who emigrated to the Country, at the con­
clusion of the American Revolutionary War. But· 
when the Act of Parliament had passed for incorpo­
rating the SieITa-Leone Company,-and a large capi­
tal appeared likely to be raised, for carrying on the 
1IIldertaking', they sent a delegate to England, to so­
licit a removal to Africa. He stated, that those 
persons whom he represented had emigrated to 
Nova-Scotia on the expt:ess promise of receiving 
from Government grants of land, whioh had not beell 
striotly fulfilled ; that both the soil and the climate,· 
as well as many~circumstances in their situation, were 
complained of by the blacks, many of whom were 
desirous of becoming Colonists, at the settlement· 
which they u~derstood was likely to be made at 
Sierra-Leone. The directors approving of this peti­
tion, and obtaining the sanction of the British Go­
vernment, the number of blacks who were willing to' 
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embark for Sierra·Leone, proved to be no less than 
1196, of whioh number 1131 arrived in sixteen ves .. 
sels, in March 1791, the remaining 65 died during the 
passage. Shortly after the removal of these people, 
tbe insurgent" negroes of Jamaica were transported 
to Nova.Scotia, and as there was something pecu­
liar in their character and fate, a short sketch of 
their History is deemed neither irrelavent, nor unin­
teresting. When Jamaica wos conquered in the 
year 1655, the Spaniards are said to have possessed 
1500 enslaved Africans, most of who tn, on the surren­
der of their masters, retreated to the mountains, from 
whence they made frequent excursions to harrass 
the English. * They lOon acquired the name of 
Maroons, and were not only augmented by natural 
increase, but reinforced by fugitive slaves. In this 
way they continued to harrasa the Island, for up­
wards of forty years, during which time 44 Acts of 
Asaembly were passed, and £240,000 expended for 
their suppression. In 1736 they were grown so for­
midable, under an able leader, Cudjoe, that it W88 

found expedient to strengthen the Colony against 
them, by two regiments of regular troops, which 
were afterwards formed into independent Companies, 
and were employed, with other hired parties, and the 
whole body. of militia, in their reduotion. Every 
barrack was furnished with a pack of dogs, provided 
by the Churchwardens of the respective Parishes, it 
being foreseen that these animals would be extreme­
ly serviceable, not only in guarding against surprises 
in the night, but in tracking the ene~y. So effec-

• Thl. account is compiled from Edward.'~ History of tbe Weat 
(lIdi .. , and Dalla.'s History oC the Maroons, but chiefly Cr,om the 
~~ -
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tual were these measores, that in 1788 a paeificauo-. 
was entered iota with them,that happily terminated, 
for a time, this tedious and ruinous oontElst which, 
while it lasted, seemed to portend nothing less thaa 
the ruin of the whole Colony. In 1795 they again 
appeared in arms, and threw the whole Ishmd into 
consternation. They established their head quartell 
at a place called the Cockpit, a sort of valley or dell. 
surrounded by steep precipices and broken rocks. 
and by mountains of prodigious height, in the caves 
of which they Aad secreted their women and 
children, and deposited their ammunition. From 
this retteat, almost inaccessible to any bot them­
selves, they Bent out IiImall parties of their ablest 
and most enterprising young men, sotne of whom 
were employed in prowling about the country, ill 
search of provision, and others in setting fire, by 
night, to such houses and plantations as were un­
provided with a sufficient guard. At these places 
many white people unfortunately fell into their 
hands, all of whom were murdered in cold blood, 
without any distinction of sex or regard to age. The 
Earl of Belcarras and General Walpole proceeded 
against them with a body of trodps, but the fatigues 
and hardships they underwent, added to the nature 
of the country which was the scene ~f their opera­
tions, were so discouraging, that the .subjugation of 
these people appeared to be almost impracticable.­
The Cockpit could be reached onJy by a path down 
n steep rock, 150 feet in almost perpendicular descent. 
This obstacle the Maroons surmounted without dif­
ficulty. Habituated to employ their naked feet, 
with singular effect in climbing up trees and preci-
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pices, they had acquired a dexterity in the practice, 
which to British troops was altogether astonishing', 
and wholly inimitable. But if the extraordinary 
cavity to which they had retired was inaccessible 
to the troops, it was also untenable for any length of 
time by the negroes, from a deficiency of water. It 
was altugether destitute of springs.. The water 
which the rain had left in the hollows of the rocks 
was soon exhausted, and their only resource was in 
the wild pine, a wonderful contrivance, by which 
DivineProvidence has rendered the sterile and rockey 
deserts of the torrid zone in some measure habit­
able. But this scanty supply was soon exhausted, 
and their sufferings for want of food and water were 
excessive. }'ortunately for all parties, this unnatu­
"al and destructive revolt was brought to a termina­
tion much sooner than was anticipated. On the 
14th of December, forty Chasseurs, from Havana, 
arrived at Montego Bay, with about one hundred 
Spanish dogs. Such extraordinary accounts were 
immediately spread, of the terrific appearance and 
savage nature of these animals, as made an impres­
sion on the minds of the negroes that was equally 
lurprising and unexpected. They were immediately 
terrified and humbled, and sued for peace, which was 
granted them on the following terms :-

lst.-That they should, on their knees, ask the 
Xing's pardon. 

2d.-That they should fix their future residence 
in such part of the Island as the Legialature should 
point out, and that they should deliver up all the fu­
gitive negroes that had joined them, for the due per­
formance of which they were allowed ten days.-
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So great was the terror of these wretched people; 
Brising from the consciousness of their enormities, 
thot only twenty one of .the number surrendered by 
the time limited, nor was the rebellion entirely ex­
tinguished, by the surrender of the whole body, un­
til the middle of March. It was therefore resolved 
to remove from the Island all those who surrender­
ed after the .first dar of January, 1796. According­
ly, in the month of June following, three transports, 
the Dover, Mary, and Anne, having on board the 
Trelawny Maroons, amounting to 600, sailed from 
Bluefields, in Jamaica, for Halifax, where they arriv­
ed in about six weeks. They had been provided with 
all manner of necessaries, as well for their accommo­
dation at sea, as for the change of climate, and were 
accompanied by William Dawes Quarrel" Esq. who 
had been appointed Commissary General, with in­
structions to purchase lands in Nova-Scotia, or else­
where, for their future establishment and subsistence 
as a free people. The sum of .£25,000 was allowed 
by the Legitslature of Jamaica for this purpose. On 
their arrival at Halifax harbour the curiosity of his 
Royal Highness Prince Edward, who was at that 
time Commander-in-Chief, being greatly excited to 
see a body of people who had made such an opposi­
tion to a regular military force, and who had for 
months protracted a war against so great a superi­
ority, desired the Commissary to attend him on 
board the transports. The Maroons were prepared 
for the occasion, and being dressed in their new 
cloathing, made a very handsome appearance. His 
Royal Highness, on going into the Dover, found a 
detachment of the 96th regiment drawn up on the 
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afterpart of the quarter deck, their arms rested anel 
music playing. The Maroon men, in a uniform dress., 
in lines on each side, the whole length of the ship, 
and the 'Nomen and children forward, dressed clean 
and ~eat. The Prince was no less surprised with 
the novelty of the scene, and the decent and orderly 
appearance presented by the Maroons, than pleased 
with the uniformity and propriety of their dress.­
Accustomed to view lines of men, with a very dis­
criminating eye, the just proportion of their limbs, 
their height and their neatness, did not escape the 
notice of his Royal Highness. He remarked that 
they possessed in these an excellence not observa­
ble in the other classes of negroes he had seen; and 
said he thought them well adapted to military ser­
vice. He spoke to some of the Captains, who, in 
addressing him, called him Massa Prince, and Massa 
King's son. His Royal Highne8s, though acquainted 
with the circumstances under which they were 
transported, and that Halifax was only a place of 
temporary residence, could not view such strellgth 
and vigour in a state of inactivity, wit~out a wish to 
have them usefully employed. On the proposal be­
ing made to them to labour at the fortifications, then 
erecting on the Citadel hill, they unanimously declared 
they would work for the King freely and without pay. 
This testimony of loyalty given by the Maroons 
could not but be pleasing to Prince Edward, but he 
would by no means accept of their services without 
a compensation, and they agreed to receive the ul!lual 
pay of such labour. It being the height of summer, 
temporary houses were made of boards, and others 
hired for them, Dear the tOWD and Citadel, and the 
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Governor allotted the barns of his farm near the place 
for the same purpose. The whole body was accord .. 
ingly landed, and marched to their quarters. Pro­
viding for them in this situation was extremely 
expensive, as every necessary article of life was 
increasing in value. In a short time this dreadful 
banditti were considered as a great acquisitiol). to 
the Country. The little money they brought with. 
them, and what they acquired by their labours, was 
lIpent in the town, whence also the necessary ~up­
plies for immediate use were furnished, so that in­
telligence of their re-embarkation would now have 
been most unwelcome. The lines of the Citadel 
were raised with rapidity, and the Mar(lon Bastion, 
erected by their efforts, remains as a monument of 
their activ~ industry. His Excellency Sir John 
Wentworth, having received instructions from his 
Grace the Duke oiPortland, to settle the Maroons ill 
Nova-Scotia if it could be done without injury to 
the Colony, purchased lands for them in the town­
ship of Preston, and by the month of October they 
were all removed thither. At this time an alarm was 
felt at Halifax, on account of a French squadron ho­
vering on the coast, under the command of Admiral 
Richery, and they were enrolled as a militia. Mon­
tague and Johnston, two of their chiefs, were ap­
pointed Colonels, and J81'rat and Bailey, Majors, 
while others were complimented with the Commis­
sions of Captains and Lieutenants. His Excellency 
the Governor, conceiving that the best mode of ad­
vancing their civilization was to instruct them in the 
Christian Religion, and in reading, writing and arith­
metic, appointed for these duties a Chaplain, a teach-
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er and all assistant, to reside among them. For thifJ 
establishment he allotted the sum of .£250 sterling a 
year, besides a Glebe-house, and land on the estate. 
But the difficulty of conveying instructiou to them; 
on account of their ignorance of theEnglish language, 
was such, that the delivery of a sermon was a m~e 
form, rendered as disagreeable to the preacher as it 
was useless to the people, some of them amusing 
themselves with smoking, while others fell a aleep 
from weariness. Polygamy they always refused to 
abandon, nor did they approve of the performance of 
any marriage ceremony, and when pressed to forego 
the farmer they generally retorted, by making inso­
lent observations, on the latitude 'in which some of 
the greatest characters known to them had indulged. 
'rhe winter succeeding their arrival at Preston prov­
ed unusually severe, their firewood was soon con­
sumed, their potatoes were frozen in the cellars, and 
the supplies of Halifax failing, they were in danger 
of suffering from hunger. Though relieved by a 
liberal donation from the public stores, they became 
dissatisfied, and demanded of the Governor to be re­
moved to a warmer climate. Before the commence­
ment of Spring, the general joy that had prevailed 
on the determination of settling the Maroons in Nova­
Scotia, yielded to discontent on the part ofthe inha­
bitants, who began to fear that they would prove an 
incumbrance to the Province. The earth continu­
ing bound by the frost, long in the month of May , the 
the Spring was far advanced before any labour 
eould be required of them, and when the opening of 
the soil permitted it, they discovered the greatest re­
luctance to work, and it was evident that strong 
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prejudices had existed in their minds against settlJng 
in Nova-Scotia. The ground of their conduct was 
said to be a hope that had been instilled into their 
minds, of a removal to a more congenial climate, and 
particularly of being embodied as Aoldiers for the 
Cape of Good Hope and India, accompanied by their 
women and children. Some of them were extremely 
angry with a few who planted potatoes, and even 
proceeded to acts of violence agai{lst them. In con­
sequence of this refractory conduct, several families 
were removed to Boydville, about flJur miles above 
the Upper Basin of the harbour of Halifax, where, iii 
spite of the threats of those left at Preston, they im­
mediately displayed great alacrity, in working for 
themselves. Orders were also lllsued to the Over­
seer at Preston, to withhold the allowance of provi­
sions from those who refused to labour ; which had 
the effectofproduciDg submission, and early in june 
there were 180 at work. On the 22d of July J 797; 
the Commissary, Mr. Quarrel, who had throughout 
disapproved of settling the Maroons in a body, sur­
rendered the charge to the Governor of the Province, 
and delivered up the property of the Island of Jamai­
ca to Captain Howe, a Gentleman sent by his Excel­
lency, to receive it, and in whose hands the superin­
tendancy was now placed. Soon after this appoint- " 
ment they again relapsed into idleness; and labour 
was neglected for amusements, for cards and cock­
~hting, strolling to town, and occasionally earning 
some money in accidental occupations. The ensu­
ing winter proved almost as rigorous as the preced­
ing, the fall of snow was the heaviest ever known in 
Nova-Scotia. While" it lasted, the Maroons" were 
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housed, fed, kept'wa~m, and had nothing to do but 
to play carda. The children were instructed by Mr. 
Chamberlain, but the men refused to attend the 
:weekly sermon, and made little progre ss in the cul­
.tivation of the Christian Doctrines ; the baptism of 
the children being the only point gained, for neither 
marriages nor funerals were solemnized according to 
the rules of the Church. The-custom ofa plurality of 
w~ves, bound only by consent, co~tinued, and when 
a Maroon died, he was buried with the Coromantie 
ceremonies. Whatever solicitations ofbeiDgsettled 
for life in the Province, might have been made by 
them in the summer of 1797, their desire of a remov­
al was revived during the winter, and afterwards 
in the Spring clearly expressed in a farewell .address, 
written to the Commissary General, when they heard 
he was· about to leave Halifax. In the mean time, 
the Maroons continued refractory, and the Governor 
of Nova-Scotia began with some reason to be weary 
of his charge, and heartily to repent the encourage­
ment he had given to their remaining in Nova-Scotia. 
It must be allowed his situation was painful and per­
plexing. He had at his doors a large body of peo­
ple, dissatisfied with the plan laid down for them, and 
resolute to oppose it by refusing to labour ; and he 
anticipated the time when the sums voted by Jamai. 
ca would be exhausted, and when it would be ne­
cessary for him to dispose of the Maroons without 
bljury to the Province. In this situation they were 
become a dead weight upon the hands of his Majes­
ty's Government,. the general expense attending 
their sublistence amounting to no less than ten thou­
I8Ild pounds a year... It was therefore necessary to 
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adopt some measure respecting them, and in devis­
ing means for disposing of them, the minister 
thQught of the settlement of Sierra-Leone. Eight 
years before, the negro loyalists of America, who're­
sided in Nova-Scotia, had been induced to quit the 
Country and to join the Colony in Africa, where· 
they very soon became turbulent and unruly, and 
proceeded to the most criminal lengths, even to at­
tempting the life of the Governor. This spirit, 
though checked at first, was never subdued, and it 
continued to endanger the very existence of the .Co­
lony. This consideration had great weight in induc­
ing the Directors of the Sierra-Leone Company io 
receive the Maroons. At first, indeed, when the. 
proposal was made to them by the Duke of Portland, 
they wished to decline it, from the difficulty they 
bad found in governing the Nova-Scotia blacks; but 
upon reflection, they thought that the Maroons 
would serve as a counterpoise to them, and on being 
promised payment of the expense of their removal, . 
consented to receive them. The first intention of 
the Company was to fix the Maroons at a little dis­
tance from the chief town of the settlement, but it 
was found impracticable. They embarked at Hali·· 
fax in the year 1800, and arrived at Sierra-Leone 
in the month of October. Thus ended the absurd 
plan of settling the Maroons in a compact body in 
this Province, after an expenditure of upwards of 
forty-six thousand poonds, 011 the part of the Island 
of Jamaica, and a very great outlay on the part of 
the British Government. One would have naturally, 
supposed that after the expense of these repeated 
transportations of negroes to a warmer climate, no 
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further attempt would have been made to introduce 
them to a country to which they were constitution­
ally averse. But at the conclusion of the second 

American war in 1815, a large body of blacks were 
permitted to take refuge on board the Bl'itish squa­

dron, blockading the Chesapeake and souther~ 

harbours, and were afterwards landed at Halifax. 
Unaccustomed to provide for their own necessities, 

or to receive the produce of theil' own labour, some 

wandered through the conn try without object or de­
sign; and others, imagining that liberty consisted in a 

total exemption from labour, subsisted upon the pro­
duce of small gardens in summer, and upon rations 
allowed by Government during winter. At Preston 
and at Hammond Plains, in the neighbourhood of 

Halifax, there were settlements, composed wholly 

of blacks, who experienced every winter all the 
misery incident to indolence and improvidence, and 

levied heavy contributions on the humanity of their 

more frugal neighbours. In some instances they 
have sighed for the roof of theil' master, and the pas­

times and amusements they left behind them. Some 
have clandestinely removed to the United States; 

others, charmed ~ith the privilege of locomotion, 
have become sailors, in mder to indulge their pro­
pensity to ramble. A petition was presented by a 
body of them in 1820, to Government, to remove 

them to a warmer climate, where the spontaneous 
productions of the earth would preclude the neces­
sity of their having to provide for a long and tedious 

winter. As they had been a heavy charge to the 

public, the prayer of their petition was readily grant­

ed. Vessels were chartered, having the requisite 
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accommodations, the supe$tendanca of their em-· 
barkation ~d voyage committed to a COQlmissarYi 
and in the month of January, in the year'}82~, se­
venty-nine men and women, and eleven children, in 
all ninety souls, were conveyed to Trinidad. 

The remnant of these different bodies of bl$eks,. 
and their descendants, now resident in Nova-Scotia, 
amount perhaps to 8000 souls. Although they are 
in general improvident and lruiolent, there are many 
good labourers a,nd domestic servants among them, 
whQ find employment at a good rate of wages. 
The greatest portion of the inhabitants ofNova-S(lO.i 

tia are natives; and although there are among them 
perceptible 8h~es of diffurence, in manners and cus .. 
toms, the predominant character of the people i,s 
Anglo American. The men ~nd women are gene­
rally tall and well proportioned, of an agreeable and 
in~mgent ex:pression of countenance. The men are 
stout and muscular, active, hardy, enterprising and 
ingenious. The women resemble those of New­
England in their appearance, and are possessed of 
much feminine softness of manner. Politics are not 
so frequently the subject of conversation as in the 
adjoining republic, where the state of society is con­
stantly agitated by elections ; and as the people live 
chiefly on their own farms, and rely on; their OWD 

exertions for their support, they have much of that 
manliness of character which arises from conscious 
independence. They have a singular aptness in. ac­
quiring the mechanic arts. The English statute, re· 
quiring a service of seven years as a q'lalifieatipn to 
exercise a trade, is not in force here, apd every per. 
IOn is at liberty to apply his. talents as he may find 
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most agreeable or lucrative. In a new country the 
wants of the inhabitants are both numerous and in­
dispensable, and naturally, illicit and promote ex­
traordinary ingenuity and industry. A Nova-Scotia 
farmer, therefore, while he is well acquainted with 
every branch of agricultural labour, as far as it is 
practised in the colony, can often construct the frame 
of his house, erect his chimney, make his imple­
ments of husbandry, or if occasion require, shoe his 
horses. From a similar necessity, he is in some in­
stances a sailor, and has not only a competent know­
ledge of navigation, but can actually build the veS­
sel which is to carry to market the proceeds of his 
farm. Thiel is more or less peculiar to all new coun­
tries, and well exemplifies the adage "that neces­
sity is the mother of invention." Throughout aI,l 
North America, it has been found that the use of ar­
dent spirits has prevailed to excess, ill the early 
stages of the settlement of the several Provinces, 
and that it decreases with the advancement of the 
country in popu1ation and agriculture. The hardships 
which the first settlers endure, in rafting timber on 
the rivers at late periods of the autumn, in fishing, 
hunting, and other laborious pursuits, has a tenden­
cy to induce habits of inebriety, and the low price at 
which the rum of the West Indies is sold affords am­
ple means of gratifying this propensity. A very sa­
lutary change has been effected in this particular, 
and the consumption of distilled liquors is much de­
creased. The people are accounted civil in their 
manners, and hospitable. This liberal feeling has 
had its effect on the Inns" which in very few instan­
cel afford a subsistence, without the aid of agricul-
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ture. Most Innkeepers, therefore, in the country are 
farmers, and the entertainment or accommodation 
of the public is not their occupation, but one of their 
resoprces. From this feeling, so creditable to the 
cou$y, though the roads are good the inns are in­
different, which circumstance, I1S the cause is not ob­
vious to strangers, is often unjustly attributed to ~e 
ignorance and poverty of the people, or to a republi­
Can spirit oflevelling, which prompts the landlord to 
"consider the ordinary attendance upon his guests 
as beneath the dignity of a free man. The ,militia, 
throughout the last American war, was in a very 
effective state. At present the Legislature feels a 
natural reluctance to impose much military duty in 
a time of profound peace, upon anew settler, whose 
attention and continued presence are required upon 
his farm. 

The Law enacts that every male, from sixteen to 
sixty, shall be enrolled as a militia-man, excepting 
the members of the Legislature, lawyers, magis­
trates, surgeons, and officers of the civil "and milita­
ry departments. Every regiment, if capable, is di­
vided into battalions, which consist of Dot less than 
three hundred, nor more than eight hundred men. 
Every battalion is again divided into companies, 
which consist of not less than thirty, nor more than 
eighty men. *Every regiment, battalion, or compa­
ny, is called out four times a year, upon three days 
previous notice-by companies twice ,and in regiment 
or battalion twice; and the whole are under the 
superintendance of military inspecting field om-

• Since the above account was compiled. the days of trainiD, 
ha ve been reduced, and lome ether alterationl made. 
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cen.a, who review them on the days of regimental 
meeting. 

The number of enrolled militia amounts to !1,89'7. 

General Return lIJ the Number oj Militia, 4-c. in ,he 
Prmnnce b'!'Nova Scotia. 

HALIJ"AX, Slet. Mareh, 1828. 

1 
No. \~~S~i~~'?dl Pe~1d 

DISTRICT CORPS. of I officers, I train-
lofficrs rank and . 

file mgs 

( 1st. Vol. Artilry. com'j 6 82 
I 2d do do 8 SO 

HaJiru ~ 1st. Halifax Regiment 31 1027 
I 2d do do 17 6lU 
t 3d do do 43 919 

Colcbester 5 1st• Battalign 29 688 two days 
{2d do 28 867 between 

Pictou 51st Battalion IH 1180 the 1st. 
{2u do 3i 1068 May and 

Sydney 51st Battalion 35 1162131st Oc-
{ 12d do 37 998\tober. 

Cumberland Regiment . 33 914 
5 lst Battalion 88 842 

Hant" County {1 2d do SO 603 

K · 'c t 5 lst Batta lion 441 887 
109 S oun y {2d do 24 454 

.. 1 E t R t 51st Battalion 27 791 
g I ss cg. (2d tlo 1 613

1 .; >- W t d 51st Ba'.talion ~~ 775 2.) es o. {2d do 20 31'9 
iii ' r 1st Battalion 201 411 

Shelburne Regt. i I~~ ~~ ~~ ~~~ 
l 4th do 19 440 

Queen's County !Regirtlent 36 633/ 
L b 51st Battalion 36 822 

unen urg (2d do 36 656 

Parrsborough /corps 15 3151 
Cape Breton Militia 782 19319 

Ist. Regiment ~ 1st Battalion 37) 102'} 
Do. {2d do 14 5401 

51st Battalion SIr 547 
2d Regiment {2d do I 22 468 

• 104 2580 No re-
d S/Ist Battalion tmB yet 

3 Regiment {2d do I receivd. 
----rofA[:':" 886 21897 

11 ZMARJt •• 
About 850 rank and file, formerly a part or the 8th BattalioD, 

and the .. eD of eolour. &fe not included ill thil Return. 
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"he highest rank conferred upon the officers is 
that of colonel. The militia laws have been several 
times altered, and will doubtless undergo, with the 
changes of times, and the circumstances of the coun­
try, many more revisions. A detailed account of 
the system is therefore rendered unnecessary ~ The 
militia have no uniform, nor are they now generally 
armed, but they are tractable, and soon acquire a 
competent knowledge of their duty. They are fami­
liar with the use of the gun, and on an average are 
better marksmen than European soldiers. In the 
event of an invasion of the Province, as its defence 
will not consist in regular engagements, or in forti­
fied posts, but in a desultory warfare, they will be 
found extremely serviceable in defending a country 
with the fastnesses and passes of which they are in­
timately acquainted, and whose institutions and 

. laws they regard with the most devoted attachment. 
The several religious denominations were, by the 
census of 1827, returned as bearing the following 
relative proportion to each other : 
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By a law of the Province, passed in the year 1758, 
it is enacted "That the sacred rites and ceremonies 
of Divine worship, according to the liturgy of the 
church established by the laws of England, shall be 
deemed the fixed form of worship, and the place 
wherein such liturgy shall be used, shall be respect-
ed and known by the name of the Church of England, 
as by law established.' , " Provided .nevertheless, 
and it is the true intent and meaning of this act, that 
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Protestants dissenting from the Church of England, 
whether they be Calvinists, Lutherans, Quakers, or 
under what denomination soever, shall have free 
liberty of conscience, and may erect and build meet­
ing-houses for public worship, and may choose and 
"elect ministers, for the carrying on divine service, 
and administration of the sacraments, according to 
their several opinions; and all contracts made be­
tween their ministers and their congregations, for 
the support of the ministry, are hereby declared va­
lid, and shall have their full force and effect, accord­
ing to the tenor and conditions thereof: and all such 
dissenters shall be excused from any rates or taxes 
to be made and levied, for the support of the Estab­
Jished Church of England." By subsequent acts, 
the Governor and Council are empowered to establish 
the limits of parishes, and the parishioners are au­
thorised at a certain fixed period, to choose church­
wardens and vestry men. 'fhe parishioners at their 
annual meeting, may vote money for the support of 
the minister and church, which sum,so granted, is to 
be assessed by the church-wardens and vestry, in 
two equal assessments, payable half yearly. A Jue­
tice of the Peace may grant a warrant of distress, 
against such as refuse to pay their proportion of the 
rate after one month's notice, and an appeal lies 
from the assessment to the Court of Sessions. The 
Church of England is supported in this country, by 
the benevolence and liberality of the Society for pro­
pagating religion in foreign parts. This society was 
originally incorporated in the year 1 '701, for the sup­
port of an orthodox body of Clergy in His Majesty's 
Colonies, and the general diffusion of christian know-

/ 
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ledge among the recent settlements of North Ameri­
ca, and accordingly its operations were for many 
years confined to this quarter of the globe. Previous 
to the separation of the thirteen colonies from the 
parent country, the whole of those extensive I Pro­
vinces participated in the benefits derived from the 
exertions of the society, and the very existence of 
the Episcopal church in tholile states, at the present 
moment, in justly to be attributed to its early and 
long continued efforts. But since their independence, 
its operations in North America have been necessari­
ly limited to Canada, Nova-Scotia, New-Brunswick, . 
Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland. The 
churches have been erected partly by subscription, 
and partly by funds belonging to His Majesty, to 
which the society has contributed. They are in ge­
neral handsome wooden buildings, well finished and 
painted, and add very much to the appearance of 
the country. The clergy of this church are about 
twenty-one in number, and are under the control of 
a Bishop, whose jurisdiction extends over the Pro­
vince of Nova Scotia, New-Brunswick, Newfound­
land, and Bermuda. The introduction of Bishops 
into America was about the year 1750, and origin'a­
ted in the circumstance of several nonjllring clergy­
men, in the interest of the Pretender, having passed 
into the Colonies from Great Britain, whose influence 
it was necClssnry to counteract and destroy. This 
project, however, was no sooner laid aside by the 
British Cabinet, than the society, from different mo­
tives, took it under their patronage, and considering 
the chief obstruction to it as arising from a supposed 
jealousy in the Colonies, that introducing ecclesias-
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tical jurisdiction among them might interfere with 
their rights, they stated-

1st. That no coercive power is desired over the 
laity in any case) but only a power to regulate the 
behaviour of the clergy, who are in Episcopal orders, 
and tel correct and punish tbem, according to the 
law of the Church of England, in case of misbeha­
'viour or neglect of duty, with such power as the 
Commissaries have exercised. 
. 2d. That nothing is desired for such bishops 
that may in the least interfere with the dignity, or 
authority, or interest of the Governor, or any other 
officer of state. Probates of Wills, license for Mar­
riages, &c. to be left in the hands where they are, 
and no share in the temporal government is desired 
for Bishops. 

3d. The maintenance of such Bishops not to be 
at the charge of the Colonies. 

4th. No Bishops are intended to be settled in 
places, where the government is in the hands of 
dissenters, as in New-England, &c. but authority to 
be given only to ordain clergy for such Church of 
England congregations as are amongst them ; and/ 
to inspect into the manners and behaviour of such 
clergy, and to confirm the members thereof. 

The progress of Episcopacy, so long as these de­
clarations are adhered to, will not be viewed with 
jealousy or alarm in Nova-Scotia; and the toler!!nt 
laws of the country are of a nelture to produce great 
harmony between aU classes of dissenters and the 
established church. The only subject that has occa­
sioned any animosity, has been the exclusive privi­
'lege, claimed by the church clergy, to marry by Ii. 
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eenee. Marriages have been solemnized in three 
ways-by publication of banns, by licence, and by 
laymen commissioned for that purpose, in parishes 
where there were no officiating clergymell. These 

licences the Governors have always directed to the 
church clergy, and dissenters wishing to be placed 
upon an equal footing with ministers of the establish­
ed church, procured an act of the Legislature to be 

passed for that purpose, in the year 1818, with a 
clause suspending its operation, until His Majesty's 
pleasure should be known. The representations, 
however, of the parties interested in preserving the 
little branch of church revenue, finally prevailed, 
the act was disallowed, and the practice still conti­
nues as heretofore. The salary of the clergy is in 
most cases £200 sterling, per annum. The following 
synopsis shews the extent of the establishment in 
Nova-Scotia: 

~OVA-SCOTlA. 

I'I'!. MisslUnary / I I I C. Catechist 
Stations of the MiSSionaries, N. S. Schoolmstr. on National Salary. 

I System. I 
S. Schoolmaster. 

--:--c:-:::-::-
Amherst 
Ditto 
Annapolis 
Dilto 
Ditto 
Antigonish 
Ayle~ford 
Ditto 
Blandford 
Dovlston 
Chester 
Ditto 
Clements 
Cole Hnrbor 
Cornwallia 
Ditto 
Cumberland 
Dalhousio 
Dartmout/i 

}1. Rev. \ ,t;200 
S. and C. Mr. Staph. Uilitz 15 
M. Rev. J. Millidge 230 
N. S. Mr. Corbett 15 
S. Mrs. Bailey 10 
M. Rev. - Weeks 30 
M. Rev. - Gilpin 200 
S. Mr. J&ft6~ 15 
S. Mr. Walker 15 

IS. Mr. Campbell 15 
M. Rev. J. Shreve 230 
S. Mrs. Hanbolt 10 
S. Mr. Andtlrton 15 
S. Mr. Gleil 6 
M. Rev. R. Norris 200 
C. Mr. Starr 15 

IS. Mr. Carey 16 
S. Mr. Aull 15 
~f. Rev. 
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Ditto 
DilLo 
Digby 
Diuo 
Ditto 
It"allllouth 
Ditto 
Granville 
DiUo 
Dilto 
Guysborough 
Ditto 
Dillo ': 
llalifax 
Halifax. Germalll 
Halifax 
Ditto 
HlUl!mf)nd', PJains 
Horton 
~enDet Rooke 
Liverpool 
Dittq 
Lunenburg 
Ditto 
Ditto . 
Margaret's Bay 
Merigomiah 
Newport 
Ditto· 
Ne\v Cambria 
Oaelow 
Parraborough 
Ditto 
Porler', Lake 
Preston 
!lawdO,ll 
Dillo 
Sackv;iJlts 
Dille 
Sheillurne 
Dillo 
Ditto 
Sherbrooke 
Tracadie 
Truro 
Weymouth 
Wilml!& 
Dillo 
Wiadeor 
Ditto.. Killlf'S Collego 

and Academy 
YarmoJitll ... 
Ditto' 
ViJit~e . .)I::8 .. ion.rJ 

CAPJ: BKJ:T\)N. 

Port Hood 
Sydney 
Ditto 
Ditto 

sos 

IS. Mra. MUDn 
S. Mr. Walker. 

1
M. Rev. R. Viets 
S. Mr. Hoyt: I 

S. Mrs. Foreman 
M. Rev. D.r. lV, C!»,*raD 
S. Mr.' 
M •. Rev. 'H •. Arnold 
S. ~Ir. Kerr 
S: Mr. Wilson. 

1
M. Rev. C. Well.kI 
S. Mr. Horton 
C" .Mr. ~.mje'qJ;I, 

1
M. Rev. R. Wilhs 
M. ~ Rev. R .• l1aiuke 
N. S. Mr, Gl're 
N. SO' Milis Barnett 
S. Mr. Capap.bell 
M. Rev. J. Wright 
S. M,J:. C1~rke 
M. Rev. . 
S. Hr. ,~. 
M. . Rev. J. Cochran. 
S. Mr. Nesbitt 

I· S. Mrs. Bryzelu8 
. S; Mr. Goremaine 

S. Mr. ., 
M. Rev. Dr. C. Porter IS; Mr. lh~walJ 
S. Mr. Richards 
S. Mr. Dickson 
M. Re\·. G. ~lorril 
S. Mr. VOURg 
S. 14r. YO,ung 
S. 
8, 1\(,. Wier 
M. Rev. 
M. Rev. 
S. Mr. Y OURjl 

1
M. Rev: T. Rowland 
N. S. Mr. Cuttam 
N. S. Miss Bell 
S. Mr. Wells 
S. Mr. Jordan 
a. M.r., Di(lkion 
M. Rev. A. Gilpin 
M. RM'. 
S. _ "r. Stone, 

280 
20 
15 

200 
15 
.~ 

200 
20t 
150 

110 

., 2&~ 
,J' 

to. 

200 
15 
10 
15 
16 

200 
II 
15 
U 

2110 
liS 
J~ 

115 

15 
200 

IQ 
10 
16 
5 

15 
tlte) 

M.' Rev. W. King 
~ ChAplain, Rev. D. J?urt.,. , .. 
~ 24 Scholars. £30 each' . 

l6 
200 
~ 

720 
lOG 

15 
800' 

M,. ~y •. S,p,.,,~:,bam ' 
N •. S. Mr. Moody . 
Rev •. J.obo Bllrnyeat 

8. eMr. McClean 

1
M,: Rev. C. ID,Ies 
S. Mr. 
S. Mis. W 01lenhaupt 

'"' ' . ~ . 15' 
, ·200' ".'. i6 

10 
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The Roman Catholics are under the controul of a 
Bishop, who resides at Antigonish, in the County of 
Sydney. The subordinate clergy of this church 
amount to ten or twelve,who are altogether support­
ed by their respective congregations. The Presby­
terians have a provincial Church Government of 
'their own. The usual place of meeting of the Synod 
ie at Pictou. This body was) nnumber of years ago, 
fonned by a union of the Presbyterian Clergy of 
Nova-Scotia aDd the adjacent Provinces, in which 
all except one concurred ; as the basis of their con­
nexion they adopted the standards of the Church of 
Scotland, without reference to the peculiarities that 
divide Presbyterians of that Country. At present 
the Synod contains about thirty members,dispersed 
over this province, New-Brunswick and Prince Ed­
ward Island, who have already done much for the 
spiritual improvement of the Presbyterian population. 
In a History ofthis Province, it would be unjust (al­
though its general tendency is neither to pass cen­
sures nor encomiums upon individuals, but merely to 
record facts) to omit the names of the Rev. James 
Munroe, Hugh Graham and James M'Gregor, to 
whom it may be said, that the Presbyterian cause in 
Nova-Scotia almost owes its existence. These gen­
tlemen, amidst privations which the prescnt inhabi­
tants of the Country cannot appreciate, devoted 
themselves to the improvement of their destitute 
countrymen, and though belonging to different deno­
minations in Scotland, zealously promoted the best 
interests of emigrants from that country by effecting 
their union. The first has gone to reap the fruite of 
hie toile-the two lut still remain to witne88 the 1'8-
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tIllt of their exert,i,oos, in, seeing their countrymen in 
m.ny pwts around them, not only _ provided witli 
tho.e principles Md forms of the christian religion 
to whi~h they are ~ttached, but ipstructed in thert~ 
by young men ofpjety and, l~ning, educllted under 
their own inspection. Since the formation of this 
Synod, several clergym~n from the Churoh of Soo~­
land have entered the Province, who have ende~­
vow-ed to form a party in close connexion with tha,t 
d'lureh. At present they are ~i$ted by a Soci~ty, 
established in Glasgow .n the y~ar 18~4, whoae ob­
ject i, "supply the Presbyterian populatiQn wifu 
~isters from the Church of Scotland only. By these 
~eans Presbyteri~s have been divided. This divi­
sion, however, must in the na~ure of things be tem­
pora.ry. The clergy, like those who fill other ofli~ 
in the country, will eventually be natives, and, fo­
reign interferenoo mUst give place to the tQh:nt and 
.~ertiona of the youth of the Province. Where there 
are two distinct churches, professing exactly the 
same principles, it must be evidept that the\,e ie a 
tltQte of society- which cannot long exist. 

The Wesleyan Methodist oonncJion h"vft fourteeD 
Circuite in the district of Nova-Scotia and Prince 
EdwlU'd Island, occupying the labours of mneteeo 
)fjssionaries. Anm~polis and Digby, from their ~ 
tigoity to St. John, have been cqnnected with the 
~w llfwtawick district. .A. general astlemblege of 
tl\. preaqhera is annually held in 'each district, J1D' 

~en()f.ll~t~d the Distr~~ )feeting, lit whlch tho ..r­
faire cae th,e "v~al ei~QUit8 a~Q disou_d ."d ~ 
fl4'd, ~ the IfW~ for tt!o entJuwr y • .r reao .. 
~eu..l t()tb.. G"aetal OonfeteU# i,DEDgbmd. The 
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ministers on each station are supported by the volun­
tary contributions of the members of the Society,the 
public collections in the chapels, and by the additioq­
al subscriptions of individuals belonging to the con­
gregation. In circuits, where, from the poverty of 
the people, the salary of the preacher cannot be rais­
ed, a part or the whole of the deficiency is provided 
for, when circumstances will permit, by the trustees 
of the chapel, from the rent of pews, or paid out of 
the funds of the Wesleyan Missionary Society in 
London. To this fund, every circuit in which an 
Auxiliary or Branoh Missionary Society has been 
formed, contributes whatever sum may have been 
solicited throughout the year, for the furtherance of 
missionary exertions. The Baptists are much more 
numerous than the Methodists, and the number of 
their clergymen is proportionably larger. They have 
also an annual meeting, called an Association, which 
is most numerously attended, and continues several 
days in succession. Its object is very similar to 
that of the Conference, but as each church is to a 
certain extent an independent body, the decisions of 
this assembly arc rather monitory than authoritative. 
The number of meeting-houses belonging to all the 
different sects in Nova-Scotia, is very great, and 
bears ample testimony in favor of the religious feel­
ing of the country. 

The Education of the people is provided for by an 
University at Windsor, by Academies at Pictou and 
Annapolis, and by a Grammar School at Halifax, for 
a particular account of which, the reader is referred 
to the several statistical notices of those places. In 
addition to these Seminaries, provision is made by 
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'the Legislature, for assisting th~ exertions of the 
poor, in the establishment of common schools. For 
this purpose, the sum of .£4000 per annum, is grant­
ed by a temporary act, and apportioned among the 
several Counties, in each of which a 'Board of Com­
missioners is appointed, to direct its appropriation. 
'The system upon which this aid is contributed is 
not permanently settled, a great difference of opinion 
existing, as to the expediency of introducing a direct 
tax for the support of common schools ; a detail of 
the plan is therefore rendered unnecessary. - ....... 

CHAPTER V. 

Various kinds of Colonial Gooemments-PotUr of Gooem­
or-natun of Councilr-jurisdiction and power of 
House &f .Il.ssembly-Courl of Clwncerv-Court of &Tor. 
Supreme Court-Inferior Courts oj Common Pleas­
Courts of General Sessions-Justices Courts-Probat. 
Courts-Sheriff and Prothonotary--Court of Pice Admi­
ralty-Court for the trial of Piracies- General obse",a­
tions on the laws of Xooa- Scotia. 

A desire to know something of the Government 
under which we live is not only natuJ'Bl but com­
mendable. In England there are many books writ­
ten on the constitution of the Country, but in Nova­
Scotia, the inquisitive reader, while he finds enacted 
laws, will search in vain for any work professedly 
treating of the origin of the authority that enacts 
them. The labor of examining the History of other 
Colonies analogous to our own for this information is 
very great, and the means of doing so not always at­
tainable. . In a work of this kind, a brief outline is all 
that can be looked for, consistently with the spac& 
plaimed by the other objects which it embraces; but 
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it Is hoped that it will be sufficient for the pU~:IIe 
of general information. In British America there 
were originally several kinds of Governments, but 
they have been generally classed under three heads. 
ht. P1'Opri£tory GOtIemmentt, granted by the Crown 

to individuals, il). the nature of feu.tory principali­
ties, with all the inferior regalities and feudatory pow­
ers ofLegis)ation~ which formerly belonged to Coun­
ties Palatine, on condition that the object for which' 
the grant waH made should be substantially punued, 
and that nothing should be attempted in derogatiah 
of the authority of the King of England. Of this 
kind were Pennsylvania, Maryland and Carolina 
(now Louisiana.) 

!d. Charter Govemments,in the nature of civil corpo­
rations, with the power of making bye-laws, for their 
own internal regulations, and with such rights and 
authorities 8S were especially gi\1en to them in their 
several acts of incorporations. The only Charter 
GoverrimentEl that remained at the commencement 
of the Civil War, were the Colonies of Massachusetts 
Boy, Rhode Island, Providence and Connectieut. 

M. Provincial GOfJernments, the constitutions or 
which depended on the respective Commissions, is~ 
sued by the Crown to the Governore, and the in­
structions which accompanied those Commissions.­
Under this authority Provincial Assemblies were' 
constituted, with the power of making local ordi·" 
nances rtOt repugnant to the laws of England. Of the 
latter kind is Nova-Scotia, which is sometim~8 called 
the Ptovince and sometimes the Colony of Nova­
Scotia. Fot Some time pre"iotls to the Revolution in 
America, the popular leaders affected to call the Pro-
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vincial Estt&blishmelltsf or King'S Governtllentl bn 
the Continent; Colonies instead of Provinoes, from 
ab opinion they had conceived that the word Pto­
vinue implied a conquered Country. But whate"et 
dts1inotion there might once ha'te been between th-e 
terms Province, Colony, and Plantation, thete seem~ 
now to be Done whatever, and they are indiscrimi­
nately used in several acts of Parliament. A Provin­
cial Government is immediately deptmdant upon the 
Crown, and the King remains Sovereign of the Coun­
try. He appoints the Governor and Officers of State, 
and the people elect the Representatives as in Eng­
Jand. The orders of Judicature in these establish­
lhertts are similar to those of the Mother Coun.tty', 
and their Legislatures consist of a Governor, repre­
senting the Crown, a Council or Upper House,and an 
Assembly uhoseI'l by, and representing the people at 
large. The following is a short account of the pow­
ers and privileges exercised in Nova-Scotia, by these 
tleveral branches respectively in their own systems: 

GOVERNOR. 

The Provinces in British North America are in 
general comprised in one comm,md, and the Captain 
General, Governor and Commander-in-Chief, resides 
in Canada. The Governors orthe several Province8 
are styled Lieutenant-Govenlors, and have the title 
of Excellency, in consequenoe of being the King's 
immediate Representative. The Governor of Nov~­
Scotia has the rank of Lieut.-General, and is styled 
" Lieutenant-Governor aud Commander·in-Chief, in 
and over His Majesty's Province of Nova-Scotia, and 
its dependencies, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the 
&ame." 

Digitized by Google 



310 

He is in~e8ted with the following powers : 
l. As Commander-in-Chief he has the actu81 com­

mand of all the militia, and if a senior military officer, 
of all the army within his Government; and he com­
missions all officers of the militia. He appoints the 
.Judges of all the different Courts of Common Law, 
he nom~at~ and supercedes at will, the Custodes, 
.Justices of. the Peace, and other subordinate civil 
officers. With the advice of his Council he has au­
thority to summon General Assemblies, which he 
may, from time to time, prorogue and dissolve 8S he 
alone shall judge needful. All such civil employ· 
~ents as the Crown does not dispose of are part of 
his patronage, and whenever vacancies happen in 
~ch offices as are usually filled up by the British Go­
lVernment, the Governor appoints pro-tempore, and 
the persons so appointed are entitled to all the emo­
Juments till those who are nominated to supercede 
them arrive in the Colony. He has likewise autho­
rity, when he shall judge any offender in criminal 
matters a fit object of mercy, to extend the King'..­
pardon towards him, except in case of murder and 
high treason, and even in those cases he is permitted 
~ reprieve until the signification of the Royal Plea­
~ure. 

Jet The Governor has the custody of the Great 
~eal, presides in the High Court of Ch.ancery, and 
In general exercises, within his jurisdiction, the same 
~tensive powers as are possessed by the Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain, with the exception of 
those given by particular statutes. 

3d. The Governor has the power of granting pro­
",.te of wills and administration of the effects of persons 
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dying intestate, and, by statute; grantS licences for 
marriages. 

4th. He presides in the Court of Error, of which 
. he and the Council are Judges,to hear and determine 
all appeals, in the nature of writs of error, from the 
Superior Courts of Common Law. 

5th. The Governor is also Vice-Admiral within his 
Government, although he cannot, as such, issue his 
warrant to the Judge of the Court of Vice.Admiralty 
to grant commissions to privateers. 

6th. The Governor, besides various emoluments 
which arise from fees and forfeitures, hus an honora­
ble annual provision settled upon him, for the whole 
term of his administration in the Colony ; and that 
he may not be tempted to diminish the dignity ofhis 
station by improper condescensions, to leading men 
in the Assembly, he is in general restrained by his 
instructions from accepting any salary, unless the 
same be liIettled upon him by Law within the space 
of one year after his entrance into the Government, 
and expressly made irrevocable during the whole term 
of his residence in the administration, which appears 
to be a wise and necessary restriction. 

A Governor, on his arrival in the Province, must 
(agreeably to the directions of his commission and his 
instructions*) in the first place, cause his commission 
as Governor and Commander·in·Chief, and also of 
Vice-Admiral, to be read and published at the first 
meeting of the Council, and also in such other man­
ner as hath been usually observed on such occasions. 
In the next place, he must take the oaths to Govern­
ment, and administer the same to each of the COUD-

• The Gazette hal, in lome iutaneel, been held luflio.ient. wh .. 
tile CommiuioD WI.I not made out. . 
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ciJ, and make and subscribe the declaration' again"t 
transubstantiation, and cause the CouDcil, unle88 
they have previously done so, to do the same. He 
must then take the oath, for the due execution of 
the office and trust of Commander-in-Chief and Go­

varnor, and for the due and impartial administration 
of Justice; and he must also cause the oath of office 

to be administered to the Members of the Council.­

In the last place, he must take an oath to do his ut­

most, that the several laws relating to trade and the 
plantations be duly observed; which oaths and de­

claration, the Council, or any three of the members 
thereof, are empowered to administer. 

Every Governor, together with his commission, 

receives a large body of instructions, for his guidance 

in the discharge of his various duties. In the event 
of his death, the next senior Counsellor, not being 
the Chief Justice or a Judge, takes the command of 
the Colony, until an appointment is made by His 

Majesty, and is required to take the same oaths, 

and make the same declaration as a Governor. Such 

are the powers and duties of a Governor, and the 
mode of redress for the violation of these duties, or 

any injurie~ committed by him upon the people, is 
prescribed with equal care. The party complaining 

has his choice of three modes-1st. by application to 
Parliament. 2d. by complaint to the Privy Council. 
3d. by action in the King's Bench. 

By statute 11 and 12th, William 3d, cap. 12, con­

firmed and extended by 42d Geo. 3d, cap. 85, all 

offences committed by Governors of plantations, or 
any other persons in the execution of theil' offices, 

in any public service abroad, may be prosecuted in 

Digitized by Google 



81S 

the qourt of King's Bench in England. The indict­
ment is to be laid in Middlesex, and the offenders are 
punishable, as if the offence had been committed in 
England, and are also incapacitated from holding 
any office under the Crown. The Court of King's 
Bench is empowered to award a mandamus to any 
Court of Judicature, or to the Governor of the Colony, 
where the offence was committed, to obtain proof of 
the matter alleged, and the evidence is to be transmit­
ted back to that Court, and admitted upon the trial. 

THE COUNCIL. 

The Council consists of twelve members, who are 
appointed either by being named in the Governor's 
instructions, by mandamus,* or by the Governor. 
Their privileges, powers, and office, are as follow : 

1st. They are severally styled Honorable, they 
take precedency, next to the Commander·in-Chief, 
and on his death or absence, the eldest member suc­
ceeds to the government, under the title of President . 
. -, 2d. They are a Council of State, the Governor or 
Commander-in-Chief, presiding in person, to whom 
they stand nearly in the same relation as the Privy 
Council in Great Britain does to the Sovereign. 

3d. They are mimed, in every commission of the 
I>eace~ as Justices throughout the province. 

4th. The Council together with the Governor; sit 
as Judges in the Court of error, or Court of appeal; 
in civil causes, from the courts of Record, and con­
stitute also a Court of Marriage and Divorce. -It has, 
however, been lately decided, that if the Governor 
russent from the Judgment of the Council, or be in 

• A Domination by a Governor must be followed by a mandalDu., 
but the per'f)Q Dominated act. until hi, mand.mlll arrive.. _ 
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the minority, the judgment is nevertheletlJs valid. 
5th. The Council is a constituent part of the legi!l. 

lature, as their consent is necessary to the enacting 
of Laws. In this capacity of legislators, they sit as 
the upper house, uistinct fi'om the Goyernor, and en· 
tel' protests on their journals, after the manner of the 
House of Peers, and are attended by their Chaplain, 
Clerk, &c, As there was no order of hereditary no· 
bility in the Colonies, out of which to constitute an 
intermediate body, like the Peers of England and Ire· 
land, a legislative authority was doubtless, at an ear· 
Iy period intrusted to the Governors and their Coun· 
cil acting conjointly, and forming a middle branch, 
between the Crown on the one hand, and the repre· 
sentatives of the people on the other. That this was 
formerly the case, the history of most of the colonies 
clearly evinces :*-the governor and council in legis. 
Jative affairs, constitutes not two separate and dis· 
tinct bodies independent of each other,but one consti· 
tuent branch only, sitting and deliberating together. 
As it sometimes became necessary to reject popular 
bills, the Governors to divert the displeasure of the 

assembly from themselves to the Council, gradually 
declined attending on such occasions, leaving it to 
the board to settle matters as they could, without 
their interference. The council readily concurred 
with their designs,because their absence, removing a 
restraint,gave them the appearance of a distinct inde· 

• In the Saxon times the Parliament did not cODsist of two dis­
tinct houses, the Peers being freeholders of large territory, \Vere 
deemed the hereditary representatives of their vassals and tenants, 
In the Scotch Parliament there ever was one House. consisting of 
three estute~ ,Peers. Representatives of Shires. and commissioners of 
Boroughs. they all voted together indifferently. but in Committee. 
and the like. the proportion of Committee-men from each was Ii. 
mited.-DouGLAsS, 
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pendent estate,and the crown perceiving the utility 01 

the measure, gradually confirmed the practice in most 
of the British Colonies. This apears to be the plain 
origin which the Council enjoy of deliberating a­
part from the governors, on all bills sent up by the 
Assembly, of proposing amendments, to such bills, or 
of rejecting them entirely, without the concurrence 
of the governor. The Councillors serve his Majesty 
without salary. In the grant of all patents, the Go­
vernor is bound to consult tQem, and they cannot re­
gularly pass the seal without their advice. Though 
tbey deliberate as a distinct body, in their capacity 
as legislators, yet as a privy council,they are always 
convened by the Governor, who is present at their 
-deliberations. As an upper house, their proceedings, 
though conducted with closed doors, are formal, and 
in imitation of the usage of the house of Lords, and 
although they cannot vote by proxy, they may enter 
.the reasons of their dissent on their journals. Dissi­
milar as this body is in many important particulars 
to the house of ,Lords, any nearer apPl'oach to t~e o­
riginal, appears from the state of the country, to be 
very difficult. Mr. Pitt seems to have entertained 
the idea of creating an order of hereditary nobility in 
Canada, for the purpose of assimilating the constitu· 
tion of that province, as nearly as possible to that of 
Great Britain ; and accordingly a clause was intro­
duced to that effect, in the act of the 31st. Geo. 3d. 
Chap. 81. "That whenever his Majesty, his heirs, 
or succesS01'8, shall think proper to confer upon any 
subject of the Crown of Great Britain, by letters pa~ 
tent, under the great seal of either of the said Pro­
vinces, any hereditary title of honor, rank or dignity . . 
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of 8uchProvince descendable- according to any course 
of descent therein limited, it shall and may be law­
ful for his Majesty, his heirs, or successors, to annex 
thereto, hy the said letters patent of his Majesty, his 

heirs or successors, shall think fit an hereditary righ t 
ofbcing summoned to the LegislativeCounciL of suoh 

Province, descendable according to the course of des­

cent so limited, with respect to such title rank or dig­

nity, and that every person on whom sllch right shan 

be conferred, or to whom such right shall severally 

so descend,shal! be entitled to demand of the Govel'­

nor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander-in-Chief, 

or person administering thc government of such pro­
vince, his writ of summons to such Legislative Coun­

cil, atany town, after he shall have attained the age 

of twenty one years, subject nevertheless to the pro­

visions hereinafter contained." 
.. Rules of Pre ~edency compared and adjusted from the several 

Acts and Statutes, IIIade and provided in England, for the seUle­
ment of the precedency of men und women in Amcric:t.-by Josep-h 
Edmundson ~lowbroy, H erald. 

Governor ortlle Province, his wife. 
Lieutena.nt-Governor, his wife. 
President of the Council, his wife. 
Members of his Majesty's Council, lheir wivils . 
Speaker of the Commons House of Assemblv, bis wife. 
Chief Justice, . hi. wife. 
Treasurer, his wife. 
Associa te Judges, tbeir wive ~. 
Baronets, thp.ir wives. 
His M ajes ty's Attorney General, his wife. 
Judge of the Admiralty, his wife. 
Secretary of the PlOvince, his wife . 
Members of the Commons House of 

A~,en,bly, their wives. 
Mayor, h,'s wife. 
Aldermen, the ir wives. 
MemLers of Corporation, their wives. 

The Members of the AssemlJly, Crown Officers &c. of any parti­
cular Province, have no olher rank out of the ir Province, than 
"hat belongs to thorn in their private capncity 8S men. 

The widow of a late Gov~rnor, hOB not any precedency as such; 
n Governor of one Provir.ce, or his" ife, coming into another 
Province, have not in that Province, where they visit, any rank 
above that to which they are entitled in private life. 
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This pGwer has ne.er been exercised: it has been 
justly observed) that these honors might be very 
proper, and of great utility in countries where they 
have existed by long custom, but they are not fit to 
be introduced where they have no original existence; 
where there is no particular reason for introducing 

them, arising from the nature of the country, its ex­

tent, its state of improvement or its peculiar customs; 

and where instead of attracting respect they might 

excite envy. Lords, it was said, might be given to 

the Colonies, but there was no such thing as creat­

ing that reserve and respect for them, on which 

their dignity and weight in the view of both the po­
pular and monarchical part of the Constitution de­

pended, and which could alone give them that power 

of controol and support, which were the objects of 
their institution. 

But although the introduction of titles is not desir­

able, this board is susceptible of great improvement, 

by a total separation of its duties as a Privy Council, 

and a branch of the Legislature. Experiments 
of all kinds in Government are undoubtedly much 

to be deprecated, but this plan has been adopt­
ed elsewhere, not only with safety .but with mutual 

advantage to the interests of the Crown and the peo­
ple. By making the Members of the Legislative 

Council independent of the Governor for their exi!l­

tence, (for at present he has not only the power of 

nomination, but of suspension,)* and investing them 
with no other powers than those necessary to a 

branch of the Legislature, much weight would be , 
.. Stokes mentions an instance of a Governor of a Colom', SIIS­

pending a Councillor, on the singular ground of having ~larried 
his daughter without hie consent. 
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added .to admiDistration,on the confidence and extent 
ofinterest that it would thereby obtain,a muoh more 
perfectand political distribution of power would be 
given to the Legislature, and the strange anomaly 
avoided of the same persons passing a law, and 
then sitting in judgement on their own act, and ad­
vising the Governor to assent to it. This cOllld be 

effected in two ways) by making the Legislative 
Council elective, or leaving the nomination to the 

Crown. If the former were preferred, it could be 
constructed on the plan proposed by Mr. Fox, in his 
speech in Parliament on the Quebec Bill. He sug­

gested that the Members of the Council should not 
be eligible to be elected, unless they possessed qua­
lifications infinitely higher than those who were eli­

gible to be chosen members of the House of Assembly, 

and in the hke monner, that the electors of the mem­
bers of theCouncil, should possess qualifications, also 
proportionably higher than those of the electors of 
Representatives. By this means this country would 
have a real aristocracy chosen from among persons 

of the highest property, by people possessed of large 
landed estate, who would thus necessarily have the 

weight,influence,and independency,fl"Om which alone 
can be derived a power of guarding against any in­
novations which might be made either by the people 

on the one side, or the Crown on the other; should 

this mode be objected to, as bordering too much on 

democracy, the election might be left with great 
safety to the Crown, with this express proviso, that 

every Councillor so named, should be possessed of 
landed estate in the Colony, to a certain given ex­

tent, and should hold his seat for life. In either mode 
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it'would be rendered a most respectable and: u8ef~ 
t»OOy. 

Whether the 'Council forms a Court for the trial 0{ 

offences; by impeachment from the House of Asaem. 
bly, upen analogy to the practice of Parliament, iB a 
question which never having been agitated here, _ 
not been judicially determined. As CoonoiU4>I'I ~o 
not represent any particular body of pea,le, like tbe 
Houl!!e of L<?rds, nor assemble all hereditary Legiala. 
toM, in support of their rights and dignities, equaUy 
independent of the Crown and the people, ,bot are 
appointed atthe.disoretionofthe Governor,- it seems 
very questionable whether they possess the power. 
The reason assigned in England. for the peculiar 
propriety of prosecuting high crimes and misdemea­
nors, by impeachment, is that as the Constituents of 
the Commons, are the parties generally injured, 
they cannot judge with impartiality, and therefore 
prefer their accusations before the oth.a- brcmch, 
which consists of the nobility, who have neither the 
same interest nor the same passions as popular as­
semblies. This distinction not being so obvious in 
the Colonial Legislatures, it appears that a complaint­
in the nature of impeachment, should be addressed 
to the King in Councn. 

lIouse OF AS$EMBLY. 

The Assembly resembles the lower house of Parlia­
ment in its formation, tRode of procedure, and power 
within its jurisdiction, aa far as the different circum­
stances of the country permit. The froeholders are 
are assembled in the seyeral Counties and Towns, 

• In 1781, tbe article. of impeachment' againet tbe Judge. (Ie 
Nova.Scotia, were ordered to be heard before the ~in, in Cooa-
cil, II. \'01. 1 ofthia work,270. ' 
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entitiedtorepresentationby.theking'. writ, and their 
suffrages taken by the Sheriff. The members thus 
elected,are required by the Governor to meet at Ha­
lifax, the capital of the province, at a certain dIJ.Y, 
when the usual oaths being administered, and a 
Speaker chosen and approved, the sessions is opened 
by a speech from the person administering the Go­
vernment, in imitation of that usually delivered from 
the throne, in which after adverting to the state of 
the Province, he calls their attention to such local 
Bubjects, as seem to require their immediate conside­
ration. Halifax chooses 4 county, and 2 town, mem­
bers ; all the other countiesZ, and the towns men­
tioned in the subjoined Table one . 

. Counties. Towns choosing Representatives. 

Halifax. 

Lunenburg, 
Cumberland, 

5 Halifax, 
~ Truro, 
5 Londonderry, 
lOnslow. 

Lunenburg. 
Amherst. 

King'!!! County. 5 Horton, . 
~ CornwalllS. 

Hants. 

Annapolis. 

Shelburne. 

Sydney .. 

l Windsor, 
Newport, 
Falmouth. 

l Annapolis, 
Granville, 
Digby. 

l Shelburne, 
Barrington, 
Yarmouth. 

Queen's County. Liverpool. 
Cape Breton. 

The qualifications for n vote or representation are 
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either a yearly income of fi>rty shiJIings,derived 
from renl estate within the particular county {it 

towri for which the election is held, 01' a titleiB fee 
simple of a dwelling house, and the ground on which 

it stands, or one hundred acres of land, five of which 

must be under cultivation. It is requisite that the 

title be registered six months before the test of the 

writ, unless it be by descent or devise. The decla­

ration against transubstantiation has hitherto proved 
an effectual bar to the admission of Catholics into the 

Assembly, but upon the re-annexation of Cape-Bre­

ton to the Government of the Province, a gentleman 

professing that faith was returned as a member fOl' 
the Island, and a dispensation procured from his Ma­

jesty, for administering the declaration to him.-­

When this was made known, the Assembly, after 

much debate, adopted the following resolution: 

"Resolved, that this House, grateful to his Majes­

ty for relieving his Roman Cathol1c subjects from the 

disability they were heretofore under, from sitting 

in this House,do admit the said Lawrence Kavanagh 
to take his scat, and will in future permit Roman 
Catholics, who may be duly elected, and' shall have 

the necessary qualifications for a seat in this House, 

to take such seat without making a declaration 

against popery and transubstantiation; and that a 

Committee be appointed to wait upon his Excellency 

the Governor, and communicate to him the Resolu­

tion of this House." In 1827, an address was voted 

to his Majesty, by the unanimous voice of the House, pray­

ing for the total removal of this obnoxious test,as far 

as regarded his Catholic subjects of Nova-Scotia.­

The Assembly continues {or the term of seven years, 
VOL. II . 41 
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from the return day of the writs of election, subject 
nevertheless to be dissolved in the mean time by the 
Governor,who has the power of proroguing the Coun­
cil and Assembly, and appointing the time and place 
of their Session; with this constitutional injunction, 
that they shall be called together once at least every 
year. The Legislatnre meets generally in winter, 
and continues in Session from six to twelve weeks. 
The principal business consists in investigating the 
public accounts; in appropriating the Revenue; which, 
after the discharge of the civil list, is chiefly applied 
to the improvement of the roads and bridges, boun­
ties for the encouragement of agriculture; and some­
times for promoting the fisheries. As its jurisdiction 
is confined to the limits of the Province, and as there 
are no direct taxes in the Country (poor and county 
rates and statute labour excepted) the above men­
tioned business, together with some few Laws, princi­
pally of a lot}alnature, usually occupies their atten­

tion. Sometimes however, business of a more gene­
ral interest comes before them, when the debates 
are often conducted with ability and spirit. In trea t­
ing of the Assembly, it will be proper to investigate 
the origin of the claim of the Colonists to legislate 
for themselves; and to unfold the principles in which 
this claim was confirmed by the Mother Country.­
The constitution of England, as it stood at the dis­
covery of America, had nothing in its nature provid­
ing for Colonies. They have therefore, at different 
periods of their growth, experienced very different 
treatment. At first they were considered lands with­
out the limits of the realm, and therefore, not being 
united to it, not the property of the Realm: as the 
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people who settled upon these lands in partibus exte­
riB, were liege subjects, the King assumed the right 
of property and Gove.rnment, to thepreolusion of 
the jurisdiction of the state. He called them his fo-. 
reign dominions, his possessions abroad, not . parts 
and parcels of the Realm, and " as not yet annexed 
to the crown." 

It wu upon this principle, that in the year 1621, 
when the Commons asserted the right of Parliament 
to a jurisdiction over them, by attempting to pass a 
bill for establishing a free fishery on the coasts of 
Virginia, New England, and Newfoundland, they 
were told by the servants of the crown that it was 
not fit for them to make laws for those countries 
which were not yet annexed to the crown, and that 
the bill was not proper for that house, as it concern­
ed America. Upon this assumption the Colonies 
were settled by the King's licence, and the Govern­
ments established by Royal Charters; while thepeo­
pie emigrating to the Provinces considered them­
selves out of the realm; and in their executive and 
legislative capacities, in immediate connexion with 
the King as their only Sovereign Lord. These novel 
possessions requiring some form of government, it 
became an exceedingly difficult matt&' t08elect that 
form. At last an analogy was . supposed to ~xist be­
tween the Colonies and the Dutchyof Normandy; 
and the same form of government- was adopted, as 

• It ia however ob86rvable, tbat although it was evidently the 
intention of the mother country, 10 grant the power of election to 
the JIfIople of the Coloniell, so 500n al they should be in a litualion 
&0 receive a representative form of Government, yel tbe people IS­
lumed tbe right tbemllelves, as appears by the folJew ing extract 
from Hlltchinaon, 1 voL 94. .. Virginia. had been many year. dis­
tracted, undlt the government of Prelidents and Govlrnors, with 
Council., ill whoae nomination or remonl the people bad .RO voice 
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had heeD. ,us~d for the Island of Jersey. It W~8 a 
mOlt fortunate circumstance, that the Island had.by. 

ita CODItitutiqn, H a right to hold a convention 0. 

meeting of the three orders of the lalaBds, in~iiai-! 

DOD QUhose august ,bodies in great kingdoms, ,.81 •• "1 

clow and res~mblance ofan English Parliament.";";; : 
The King having assumed a right to gov.eradhe 

Coloniea, without the interveJlti,on ofParJiament1~80 
the two Houses of Lords andCorruIwDs,in tlie ·,eU 
1643, ,exerted ,the same powei',without the Co"om+ 
rence of the King. They appointecithe Earll;of 
Warwick Governor in Chief of all the Plantatioo,U)f, 

America,-cr.eated a committee for their,r~isn, 
and,passed several laws concerning them.\*; J,AJpon 
the restor~on of Monarchy, the eQostitution .; lbe 
Coloniesreeeived a great chaDg'C. ParliamenC 88t 

.aited, that all U.s Majesty's FQreign DomiruOOfS 
were part of the realm, and then, fo~the first time, 
in their prOper capacity', interpOlIed in the,regulation 

and government-of the Colonies., ,FrQm: that periOcJ 
iJotii io ,liIe year lbO, a bouse .of Burge ... s broke out i. the Co. 
lony, the King nor tbe grand COIjnr.il at home, not having given 
an1 poweFir or directions for it, Too Governor and aaaiatant.l of 
the Massacbusetts, at first intended to rule tbe pllople, but ,tbill 
lilted two 'or three ,eats 'only,' and although there is bO'colourfor 
it intb, :Chartet, yet a hotl8e o,f deputies apJle!Lre~ sud~eDly io 
1684, to the surprise of' the Magistrates, and I'&e dlssppomlml'nt 
uftbeir scheme& of pO,wer. CQnJJecti~at 10f,)1l after fqU~,,~d 'bl! 
pla~ of Massachusetts. New Haven, although the people had tbe 
hi,heat ',everenee for! their lealfers, yet on matters of ,legi41atioll 
the people,frolll tho beginning, would have their sbare by their re­
prHelll.rive,; New HaJljr~hir1! combined together UDder tbe same 
fonn with Ma ••• chulelta. Barbadoes aud tbe Leeward Isla,nds !leg!'" 
iii J625~ siruggled 'tinder Go'vt:rnors and' 'Councn~, 'and contenmlig 
Pf;Opr~or~, 2,0 years; , at lep~tb in 1645, an AI.elRb~~ ,,,:al called, 
and ilie only reason given was, tbar by tbe gralit to tlie Elrl of 
Carlille, 'tbe inhabitanle were to nave all the Iibertie~. privile&esand 
trancbi.8ea DC Engli.h lubjects. After the restoration, There is no Ih • 
• tance 'on the American cnntinent, of a' colony settled Without a tl!­
presentation of tbe pOOpl., nor any !lftt:lllpt to "eprive the coldnies of 
~ privileie, ,eXcept in ',he arbitrary reign of King .lames tlJ~ 2d. 

• lite PolfUIIIII tbe Coionies,paailll. 
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lundly law~ h~ve been passed, regulating· their, 

eommuce, and hnving, in other respects, a ~reet. 
operation .onthe Colonies. But nothing.emaDe.Qng: 
either ffflm the power assumed by the King, inde~' 
p~ndent of farJiament, or from the Parliament with.; 
out the· QQIlcurrenee of the King, or from the. union 
of both , cstabJishiug the right of legislation in the 
colonists. It may be asserted, that every British 

subject has an essential right to the enjoyment of 

such a form of government, as secures the unre~­

trained exercise of all those powers necessary for ihe 

preservation of his freedom and his rights, according 

to the constitution of England; and that no authority 

can contract it within a narrower compass than the 

subject is entitled to by the Great Charter. Hence 

the Charters and Proclamations of the Crown to the 

several Colonies, are considered as declaratory O1lly 

of ancient rights, and not creative of new priviteges. 

It is worthy of remark, that when England was. her­

self a Province, the Colonies of London, Colchester; 
&c. enjoyed the same privilege of being governed 
by a legislative magistracy, which the Amerioan Co­

lonies always contended for. At a subsequent peri. 

od, bu t before the discovery of the N ew World, and 
when the precedent was considered as not likely to 

be often followed, we find that when King Edward 

ordered the French inhabitants to leave Calais, and 

planted an English Colony there, that place sent 
Burgesses to Parliament. To alJ this it has often 

been answered, that the Colonies are virtually repl'e­
sen ted in Parliament. A few words will suffice :0 

reply to this position. It was well observed by the 

Earl of Chatham, (although he carried the doctrine 
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of the power of Parliament over the Colonies, to 
every circumstance of legislation and government 
short of taxation) "that the idea of virtual represen­
tation, as regards America, is the most contemptible 
that ever entered the head ~f man." Of England it 
is entirely true. Although copyholders and ' even 
freeholders, within the precincts of boroughs (not 
being burgesses) have no vote, yet the property of the 
copy-holders is represented by its lord, and the pro­
pertyof the borough is represented by the corpora­
tion, who choose the member of Parliament ; while 
those persolls who are not actually freeholders, have 
the optian of becoming so if they think proper. But 
the Colonies are neither within any county or bo­
rough of England. Few members of Parliament 
have ever seen them, and none have a very perfect 
knowledge of them. They can therefore neither be 
said to be actually, or virtually represented, in that 
august body. Hence the Colonies have a right 
either to a legislature of their own, or to participate 
in that of Great-Britain. To the latter there are 
many objections; and when suggested on a former 
occasion, the plan was not cordially received on either 
side of the water; the other, custom has sanctioned 
and experience approved. To what extent the 
British Parliament has a right to interpose its autho­
rity, or how far the power of the Colonial Assembly 
extends, it is impossible to ascertain with accuracy. 
The dex,1rine of the omnipotence of the one, and the 
independence of the other, has at different times 
been pushed to an extreme by the advocates of each. 
'!he true distinction appears to be, that Parliament 
is supreme in all external, and the Colonial Assem-
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bly in all internal matters. The unalterable right eX 
property has been guaranteed to the Colonists, by 
the act renouncing the claim of taxation, the 18th 
Geo. 3d. by which it is declared" that the King and 
Pariiament of Great Britain will not impose any duty, 
tax or assessment, whether payable in any of his 
Majesty's Colonies, Provinces or Plantations~ in North 
America or the West Indies, except such duties as it 
may be expedient to impose, for the regulation of 
eommerce ; the net produce of such duties to be 

. always paid and applied to, and for the use of 
the Colony, Province or Plantation, in which the 
MIlle shall be respectively levied, in such manner 
88 other duties, collected by the authority of the 
respective General Courts or General Assemblies 
of such Colonies,Provinces or Plantations, are ordi­
narily paid and applied. Taxation is ourB, commercial 
regulation is 1heirB; this distinction, says a distinguish­
ed statesman, is involved in the abstract nature 01 

things. Property is private, individual, abstract; and 
it is contrary to the principles of nat oral and civil 
liberty, that a man should be divested of any part of 
his property without hill consent. Trade is a com­
plicated and extended consideration; to regulate the 
numberless movements of its several parts, and to 
combine them in one harmonious effect for the good 
of the whole, requires the superintending wisdom 
and energy of the supreme power of the Empire.­
The Colonist acknowledges this supremacy in. all 
things, with the exception of taxation and· of legisla­
tion in those matters of internal Government to whiCh 
the Local Assemblies are competent. 1'his may be 
said to be the " quam ultra contraque nequit consis-
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'tete' rectum." But even in matterS of a local nature 
tlie regal contront is well secured by the negative of 
tbe:Governor; by his standing instrUctions not to giTe 
his asSent to any law of a doubtful nature without 

a elause suspending its operation, until his Majesty's 
pleasure be known, and by the power assumed and 
exercised, of disagreeing to any law within three 
years after it has passed the Colonial Legislature.-­
With these Provinces it is absurd to suppose, whate­
'Ver may be said to the contrary, that the Local As­
'semblies are not supreme within their own jurisdic­
ti6n; or that a people can be subject to tW() different 
'Legislatures; exercising at the same time equal pow­
ers, yet not communicating with eac, other, nor 
from their sitnation capable of being privy to each 
other's proceedings. This whole state of commerc::ial 
servitude and civilliberty,when taken together, says 
Mr. Bnrke, is certain [y not perfect freedom, but com­
paring it with the ordinary circumstances of human 
nature, a happy and liberal condition. 

COURT OF CHANCERY. 

The Governor is Chancellor in Office. The union 
of these two offices is filled with difficulties, arid 
where the Governor is, as has been the ca$e in al­
moat aU the Colonies of late years, a ' military man, 
they seem wholly incompaitable. Mr. Pownal, a gen­
tleman of great experience in colonial affairs, having 
been 'Governor of Massachusetts, South Carolina 

and New Jersey, thus expresses himself on this sub­
jeCt: "How unfit are Governors in general for this 
high office of Law, and how improper it is, that they 
should be Judges, where perhaps the conSequence of 
judgment may involve Government and the admi-
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aistration thereof, in the contentions or parties..­
-Indeed the fact is, that the general diffidence of the 
wisdom of this Court, thus constituted, the apprettea­
sion that reasons of state may be mingled with the 
groq,nds of the judgment, hav'e had an eft'eot that the 
-coming to this Court is avoided as much as possible, 
4iIO that it is almost il\ disuse, where the establishmellt , 
of it is allowed." The· Court of Chancery ill this 
Colony, has never been conducted in a manner te 

·ereate the dissQtisfactionalluded to in other PrOvin-
008; but the increased business ofthe Coort, the de­
licate nature of the appointment, and the difticnlties 
attending the situation, induced our late Lieutenant 
Governor, Sir James Kempt, to request his Majee­
ty's Ministers to appoint a professional man, to· fill 
the stuation of the Master of the Rolls, and the So.­
lioitor- General has been appointed to that aliGe') 
with a Provincial salary of .£600 a year. This is the 
first appointment of the kind ever made in the Colo:. 
mes. It may be still doubted, whether it would not 
b~ve been more advantageous and convenient to the 
country at large, to have abolished the Court alto­
gether, and to have empowered the Judges of the 
King's Bench to sit as Judges in Equity, at stated 
and different terms from those of the Common La \Y­

Courts. The nature of the Court, as at presentcon­
stituted, admits of great delays. An appeal Jies from 
an interlocutory decretal order of a Chancellor to His 
Majesty in Council, and So totus quotus, by means of 
which the proceedings may be protracted by a Jitigi-
0\18 person to an indefinite length. The unnecessary: 
prolixity of pleadings, which characterises the Chan­
cery at home, has been introduced into practice 

VOL. II. 42 

Digitized by Google 



aso 
here,' and the expenee ond delay illcidental to its 
prooeediDgs, are not at all calculated for the eDgeD­
. oiea and means of the country. 

COURT OF ERROR AND APPEALS. 

, The .Governor and Council,conjoiutly, constitute a 
Court of Error, from which an appealliea in. the der­

. mer resort to the King in Council. At the: time of 
settling. the Colonies, there was no precedent of a 
Judicatory besides those within the realm,' except 
.in the cases of Guernsey and Jersey. These rem­
.nants of the Dutchy of Normandy were not, accord­
·ing to the prevailing doctrine of those times, within 
the realm~ According to the custom in Normandy, 

.appealslay to the Duke in Council; and upon the ge­
neral precedent (without, perhaps, adverting to the 
.peculiarity of the appeal, lying to the Duke of Nor­
Qlandy, and not to the King) was an appeal estab­
.lished from .the Courts in the Colony to the King in 
.Council. An appeal is under the following restric­
tions :-lst. No appeal shall be allowed to the Gover­
nor in Council, in any civil cause, unless the debtor 
damage, or the'sum or vaJue appealed for, do exceed 
the sum of .£300 sterling, except the matter in ques­
tion relates to the taking or demanding any duty 
payable to the King, or to any fee of office, or annu 
al rent, or other such-like matter or thing, where his 
J,ights in future may be bound; in all which cases an 
appeal is admitted to the King, in his Privy Council, 
~hough the sum or value appealed for, be ofless va­
lue.. In all cases of fines for misdemeanours;. no ap­
peals are admitted to the King in Council, except the 
fines, 80 imposed, amount to or exceed the value of 
£JOO sterling. 

Digitized by Google 



331 

!d. That every· .such appeal to the Governor. in 
Council be made within fourteen days after Jadg.,; 
ment or sentence is pronounced in the Coun below ; 
and that the appellant or plaintiff in error, do give 
good security that he will effectually prosecute his 
appeal or writ of error, and answer the condemnation 
money, and also pay . such costs and damages as 
shall be awarded, in case the judgment or sentence 
of the Court below shall be affirmed. 

3d. That no appeal be allowed from the judgment 
or sentence of the Governor in Council, or from the 
decree of the Court of Chancery, to the King in . hu. 
Council, unless the debt, damages, or. the sum or 
value so appealed for, do exceed' the sum of £500 

sterling, except where the matter in question relates 
to the taking or demanding any duty payable to 
the King, or to any fee of office, or an annual rent, 
as above mentioned. 

4th. That such appeal to His Majesty or his Privy 
Council, be made within fourteen days after judg. 

\ 

ment or sentence is pronounced by the Governor, in 
the Court of Chancery ; and that the appellant or' 
plaintiffin error, do give good security, that he will 
effectually prosecute his appeal or writ of error, aad 
answer the condemnation money ; and also pay such 
costs and damages as shall be awarded by his Majes­
ty, in case the sentence of the Governorin Council,­
or decree of the Court of Chancery, be affirmed. 

There is no appeal allowed in criminal causes. 
SUPREME COURT. 

The Supreme Court is invested with the powerltof 
the King's Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer. 
It is Composed of a ChietJustice, three ·Assistants, 
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and a Circuit Anoeiate. The Chief Jllstice receives 
from the English Government an anllual sal~ of 
£800 sterling, in addition to whicb ho receives foes 
to a large amount. The assistants are paid by the 

. .Province, and are entitled, under a permanent aet, 
to £600 a year, and a guinea a day additional, when 
travelling. This Court has a jurisdiction extending 
oyer tbe whole Province, including Cape Breton, in 
aU matters criminal and civil; .but cannot .try any 
actions for the collection of debts, when the whole 
amount of dealings do not exceed five pounds, ex­
cept on appeal, or when the parties reside 'in differ­
ent counties. It sets four times a year at Halifax, 
andhaa two Circuits on the eastern aod western dis­
trietS-one at Cape Breton, and one on the south 
shore. . The venerable Chief Justice, Hon. S. S. 
8Iow.ers, has presided in this Coun since the year 
1798-the patient investigation which he gives every 
~tise that is' tried before him-the firmness, yet mo­
deration of !.elOper which he exhibits-the imparti­
ality, integrity andproiound legal knowledge, with 
which he dignifies the benclt, have rendered him an 
object of affection, not only to the gentlemen of the 
bar, but to the public at large. 

Etiam contra quos staticit,aquor placatos que dimisit. 
, The law regulating the admission of the Attornies 
has been allowed to expire, ond it. is now·, governed 
by rule of Court. It is required, that every persOll 
applying for'admission, shall have been duly articled 
as a clerk, to an Attorney of the Supreme Court, for 
the period of five years preceding such applioation; 
except.gradoates of King's College, Windsor, who 
~ eJigible .to admission' at the expiration of four 
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years. There is also a further distinction made. in 
favpr of the College. The graduate signs tlle roll 
88 an Attorney and Barrister at ·the salOe timet. 
while the other ~tudent is required to practice a8 an. 
Attorney for the space of one year, before he.is en:­
utled to ·the privileges of a ·Barrister. The conduct 
and discipline of the bar is r~lated by an ID8tit~ 
tion, established in 1~5, "Under the· patronage of: 
his Excellency Sir James Kempt, anddendminated. 
the Bar Society. It consists- of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court and Common Pleas, the Crown Ofli· 
cers, and other members of the profession. 

The Jegal acquirements of the Bench and Bar ,are 
bighly respectable, but the decisions of the:Court 
are not easily known for want of reports. 'Ehet'c 
are a great variety of questions OODstantIy' arising 
upon our Provincial Statutes, which, from the novel .. 
ty of the circumstances under which they were:fll8.tD'": 
ed, are peculiar to the Country, -and correct reports 
of these cases are alike important to the Judges, ,the 
~awyers,and the public. Such a system wo~ld tend, 
to produce an uniformity of decision, to ehecklitiga­
tion, and to foster a laudable ambition in the Court, 
to administer law upon such principles of -argument 
and construction, as may furnish rules which .shall 
govern in all similar or analogous cases. At an early 
period of the Constitution of England, the reasons 'of 
a judgment were set forth in the record, but that 
practice has long beendieused. According to the 
modern practice, the greater number of impot:tant 
questions agitated in the Courts of Law cotne,before 
tbem on motions for new trial ; cases reserved on 
summary applications of different sorts. In lleither 
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of these cases does the record fumish the evidence,· 
either of the facts, or the arguments of the Counsel 
and the Court, for which there is no other depositary 
than repOrts, on the fidelity of which a great part of 
the Law almost entirely depends. The most ancient 
compilations of this sort are the year books, the 
works ·of persons appointed· for that purpose. The 
special office of Reporter was discontinued so long 
ago as the reign of Henry VIII. and although, in the 
reign of James I., Lord Chancellor Bacon procur­
edits revival, it was soon dropped again,and the pro­
ceedings of'Westminster Hall,from that time till now, 
would have been lost in oblivion, had it not been for 
the voluntary industry of succeeding Reporters. As­

the· demand for books of reports in the Province: 
would be' chiefly confined· to the Gentlemen of the 
profession, the ~le of them would not only afford no 
remuneration for the labollrofpreparing them for the 
press, but would no.t even defray the expense of pub­
lieation, whioh most unquestionably deserves to be 
bome by the public purse. It is hoped that the time 
is noi far distant, when this subject will receive the 
attention of the Legislature, and that means will be 
found to remedy the evil so universally felt in the 
ProVince. 

INFERIOR COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS. 

There is no separate Court of Common Pleas for 
the Province, but there are Courts in each County, 
bearing the same app~nation, and resembling it in 
many of its powers. These Courts, when first con­
stituted" had power to issue both mesne and final 
process to any part of the Provinee ; and had a con-

" Seo tb8 Prerace to Douglas' Reports. 
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oW'rent jUliadiation with the Supreme, Court in aU 
civil causes. They were held in the. several ooun­
·ties by, Magistrates, or such other persons as were 
deemed best qualified to fill the situation of Judges; 
but there was no salary attached to the offic~, and 
fees, similar in their nature, but smaller in . amount 
than those received by the Judges of .the Supreme 
Court~ were the. only remuneration given them for 
their trouble. As the King's' Bench was rising in 
reput.ation,from the ability and learning of its Judges, 
these Courts fell into disuse, and few causes of 9iffi­
culty or importance were tried in them. It was even 
found necessary to limit their jurisdiction, and theT 
were restrained from issuing mesne process out. of 
the county in which they sat. .. The exigencies of 
the county requiring them to be put into a more 
efficient state, a law was passed in 1824. for dividing 
the Province into three Districts orCirouits, and the 
Governor empowered to appoint a professional man to 
each Circuit, as first Justice,of the several Courts of 
Common Pleas within the District, and also President 
of the Courts of Sessjons. '1'he salary provided for 
their appointments was ~450, inclusive of travelling 
and other fees, while the fees previously held by the 
former Judges, were made payable to them as long 
as they continued in office. The process and course 
of practioe is the same in the Courts of King's Bench 
and Common Pleas, and thejurisdiction of both limit­
ed to five pounds. All ongina1 process is issued by 
the Court of common law itself, and tested in the 
name of the Chief Justice; and the Chancellor issues 

• PreyioDl to this, a professional man had been appointed for 
Capt' Breton. with a aalary of £600 per anOllm. 
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'no writ whatever, whereon to fourid the prooeedinge 
of tbese Courts. Few real aeliQns are in use in the 
Colony, except actions of Dower and Partition, as all 
titles to land are tried either by ejectment, treepass, 
or replevin. The writs of mesne process are of three 
kinds. A summons, or order to appear and defend 
suit, a capias by which the Sheriffis ordered to arrest 
-the debtor, and oil which bail may be put in, as in 
England, and an attachment, which is a mened writ, 
and both summonses the party,and attaches as much 
property as, by appraisement, will amount to the swn 
sworn to. Perishable property, thus attached, if not 
bailed or security given for its forth-coming after 
judgement is immediately sold. 'fhe operation of 
this writ has of' late been restrained to the recovery 
of debts existing prior to the year IS!1, and to secnr­

ing the effects of absent or absconding debtors. M­
ter judgment ali execution is issued, which, com­
bining the four English writs of final process, directs 
the Sheriff to lay the amount thereof on the goods 
and chattIes, lands and tenements of the defendant, 
and in default thereof to commit him to prison. 

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS. 

This Court is similar in its constitution, powers and 
practice, to the Courts of Quarter Sessions in Eng­
land. 

JUSTICES COURT. 

The collection of small debts is a subject every­
where fraught with difficulties ; and various modes 
have been adopted at different times, with a view to' 
combine correctness of decision in the Judge, with 
a diminution of the expense of collection. At pre­
sent any two Magistrates are authorised to hold a 
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Court for the trial of all actions of debt, where the 
whole amount of dealings is not less than three,· and 
does not exceed five pounds. All sums under three 
pounds may be collected by suit before a single 
Justice. From the decision of these Courts, an ap­
peal lies to the Supreme and Inferior Courts of Com­
mon Pleas. Hitherto local influence, and the in­
trigues of ejections, have had great weight in too 
many of the recommendations which have been made 
to the Executive, for the appointment of Justices oC 
the Peace ; and the patronage, and the little emolu:. 
mentR of the office, which the' collection of small 
debts has encreased, have occasioned the commis­
sion to be eagerly sought after ; and to use the words 
of Lord Bacon-" There are many who account it 
an honor to be burdened with the office of Justice of 
the Peace." The proceedings in these Courts are 
summary, and when judgment is given, an execution 
issues to a constable to levy the debt and costs, in 
the same manner as the Sheriff proceeds on a simi­
larwrit, from the higher Courts. Whether the evils 
incidental to these Courts are unavoidable, or whe­
ther a better system could not be devised, is a sub­
ject well worthy of serious consideration. 

# 

PROBATE COURTS. 

The Governor, in his capacity of ordinary, former-­
ly delegated his power to the Surrogate General, 
who resided at Halifax, and whose jurisdiction ex­
tended over the whole Province. Since that period, 
Surrogates have been appointed in the several coun" 
ties, and the law requires probate to be granted in 
the county where the testator last dwelt. There 
is no Provincial system of law regulating these Pro-
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bate Courts, and the Judges are left to find their 
way by the feeble light of analogy to the Ecclesias­
. ti081 Courts of England. This, perhaps, will account 
for the irregularity and confusion prevailing in those 
distriets where Lawyers do not preside in these 
Courts. There is no branch of the jurisprudence of 
the country which requires revision so much as this 

department. The statute of distribution, of Nova­
Scotia, directs the estate of an intestate to be divided 
in the following manner :-One third, after the pay­

ment of debts, is allotted to the widow, both of per­
aonal and real estate, the former absolutely, the lat­
ter during her life. Of the other two thirds, two 
shares are given to the eldest son, and the residue 
equally distributed between the remaining children~ 
or such as legally represent them. If the real estate 
cannot be divided without great injury, the Judge of 
Probate is required, upon evidence thereof, to order 
it to be appraised, and to offer it at such appraised 
value to the sons of the intestate successively, who 

have preference according to seniority. If either of 
the sons take the estate at the price offered, he is 

bound to pay, in a given time, the proportionable 
shares of the purchase money to the other heirs.­
After the widow's death, her dower in land is divided 
in like manner. If there be no child) the widow is 
entitled to a moiety of the personal estate, and a life 
interest in one third of the real estate ; and if there 

be neither wife nor child, the whole is distributed 

among the next of kin to the intestate, in equal de­

gree, and their legall'epresentatives ; but represen­
tatives among collaterals, after the children of bro­

thers and sisters, are not admitted. Where the estate 
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is insolvent, an equal distribution takes place among 
the creditors, with the exception of the King, who ' 
takes precE;tdence of all tr:bther mortgages, and thQlIle 
who haaE;t nbtained againE;ttr: the debtoE;t 
his life The aE;tt distribuTion nnas 10Uild~,d 

upon that in Massachusetts, and tb.e reason given 
for deviating from the course of descent in England, 
and only tr:hares of rE;tal estat¥t 
the eldE;tgt is, that a new the 
provements necessary to be made upon land, and th43 
expenee of subduing the soil, constantly absOl'b ~h~ 
whole personal ; and if the 
estate irherited the eldes%, tbgtr:e 'Nould 
nothing left to provide for the younger children. Anel 
it is on tbis ground that such an essential alteration 
in the gf Englaob been of!:>y 
King in "",'U U'''H. 

SHERIFF AND PROTHONOTORY. 

The Sheriff~ of tbe different Counties are appointed. 
Bnnuallh bh the Governor, from a list made by the 
Chief proporinb tPree perraiir each 
ty for ehGice. Thitr: tr:#flice beiHg Inrrative ir 
ways solicited, and the Sheriff is invariably e«>ntinu­
ed from year to year, so long as he discharges the 
duties situation diligenoE;t fidelitg 
The ProthfPnz:,toZ:ry and the 
are patent appointments held by the same officer. 
The person now holding them, notwithstanding the 
Jaw on oubject resideiTIHo, has Jived 
many Englonh. He has in 
county, who acts 8S clerk of the Suprem.e Coqr1; 
and Common PJeas. 
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COURT 01' VICIl 4DlIIRALTY. 

In the year 1801 his Majestv directed the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to revoke the prize 
Commissions, which had been granted to the Vice 
Admiralty Courts in theW est Indies, and in the Colo­
nies upon the American continent, except Jamaica 
and Martinique. An act of Parliament was then 
passed, 41. Geo. 3. c. 96. by which each and every 
ofthe Vice-Admiralty Courts, established in any two 
of the Islands in the West Indies and at Halifax, 
were empowered to issue their process to any other 
of his Majesty's Colonies or Territories in the West 
Indies or America, including:therein the Bahama and 
Bermuda Islands, as if the Court were established in 
the Island, Colony or Territory, within which its func­
tions were to be exercised. His Majesty was also 
authorised to fix salaries for JudgE!s, not exceeding 
the sum of two thousand pounds per annum for 
each Judge, and it was enacted that the profits and 
emoluments of the said Judges should in no case ex­
ceed two thousand pounds each and every year, over 
and above the salary. Sir Alexander Croke, L.L.D. 
then an advocate of the Civil Law, had the first ap­
pointment upon this new establishment at Halifax, 
and presided in it from that period until the termina­
tion of the American War. He had not only distin­
guished himself as an advocate in Doctors Commons, 
but his vindication of the belligerent rights of Great 
Britain, in his celebrated answer to Schlegel, and his 
introduction to the case of Horner and Lydiard, 
brought his talents into that notice which added a 
value to his judicial decisions. The causes decided 
in that Court have been collected, and very ably re-
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ported, by the Hon. James Stewart. As the emolu­
ments of the office terminated with the war, the du­
ties of the situation are performed temporally by the 
Chief Justice. The Court of Vice Admiralty exer­
cises three sorts of jurisdictions. ] st. it is the proper 
Court for deciding all maritime causes. !d. it is the 
Court for the trial of prizes taken in time of war, be- , 
tween Great Britain and any other state, to deter­
mine whether they be lawful prizes or not. 3d. it 
exercises a concurrent jurisdiction with the Courts of 
Record in the cases of forfeiture and penalties,incurred 
by the breach of any act of Parliament, relating to 

th~ trade and revenue of the Colony. The King's 
Privy Council constitute a court of appeal, to which 
body, by 22. Geo. 2. c. 3. the Judges ofthe Court of 

Westminster Hall were added, with a proviso that 
no Judgment should be valid unless a majority of the 
Commissioners present were actually Privy Coun­
sellors. In matters relating to the trade and revenues 
of the Colony, if the sum in question does not ex.; 
ceed £500 sterling, the party aggrieved must first 
prefer a petition to his Majesty, for leave to appeal 
from the judgment of this Court. 

COURT FOR TOE TRIAL 01' PIRACIES. 

There is a Court of a peculiar construction estab~ 
Hsbed in the Colonies, for the trial of piracies. For­
merly pirates were tried in England by the Court of 
Admiralty, which proceeded without Jury, but as the 
exercise of such an authority waS not only repugnant 
to the feelings of Englishmen, but to the genius of 
the Laws of the country, a statute was passed in 
!8 Henry VIII. which enacted that all piracies, felo­

nies and robberies, committed on the high seas,should 
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be tried by Commissioners, to be nominated by the 
Lord Chancellor; the indictment being first found by 
a Grand Jury, and afterwards tried by a Petit Jury, 
and that the proceedings should be according to the 
Common Law. Under this Law piracies have con­
tinued to be tried in England, but as the provisions of 

I that statute did not extend to the Colonies, it be­
came necessary, when offenders were apprehended in 
the Plantations, to send them to England, to take 
their trial. 1'0 remedy so great an inconvenience, 

. the statute of William III. was passed, which enacts 
that all piracies, felonies and l'obberies,committed on 
the high seas, may be tried in nny of the Colonies by 
Commissioners, to be appointed by the King's Com­
mission, directed to any of the Admirals, &c. and 
such persons, by name, for the time being, as his Ma­
jesty shall think fit; who shall have power jointly and 
severally to call a Court of Admiralty, which shall 
consist of seven persons at Jeast, and shall proceed 
to the trial of said offenders. The statute of Henry 
VIII. was also extended to the Colonies by the 4 
Geo. I. e. 11. The mode hitherto adopted in the 
Colonies is, to collect the Court under the 11 and 1.2 
of William III. and to proceed to the trial of the pri· 
soners without the intervention of a Jury. But this 
practice seems very questionable; wherever, by any 
constitution of Law, a man may enjoy the privilege 
oftria1 by Jury, great care should be taken that he 
be not deprived of it. To obviate these difficulties, 
it has been thought that a Commission might iBlilue 
under 11 and 12 of William III. and the proceed­
ings be regulated by the statute of 28 Henry VIII. 41< 

• See Tucker's Pamphlet on the Law of Imprisonment. 
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When this Court assembled but once in several years, 
its extraordinary jurisdiction was in some measure 
excused by the rare exercise of its powers; but when 
it meets so often as it has oflate years in the West 
Indies, it affords a just ground of Legislative inter­
ference. Having treated of the several Courts, it 
will now be necessary to make a few observations 
upon the Laws of the country. The Law of the 
Province is divisible into three parts. Is. the Com­
mon Law of England. !ed. the Statute Law of Eng­
land. 3d. the Statute Law of Nova-Scotia. A mi­
nute consideration of each would be foreign from the 
design of this work, but the subject is too interesting 
to be altogether passed over. I shall therefore show 
in what manner the two first were introduced, the 
extent to which they apply, and the alteration made 
in them by the Local Statute Law. 

Upon the first settlement of this country, as there 
Was no established system of jurisprudence. until a 
local one was legany constituted, the emigrants na­
turally continued subject and entitled to the benefit 
of all such Laws of the parent country, as were ap­
plicable to their new situation. As their allegiance 
continued, and travelled along with them according 
to those Laws, their co-relative right of protection 
necessarily accompanied them. 

The common law,oomposed oflong established cus­
toms, originating beyond what is technically caUed 
the memory of man, graduaUy crept into use as oc­
casion and necessity dictated. The Statute Law, con­
sisting of acts, regularly made and enacted by consti­
tuted authority, has increased as the nation has be­
oome more refined, and its relationship more intri-
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cate. As both these laws grew up with the local' 
circumstances of the times, so it cannot be supposed 
that either of them, in every respect, ought to be in 
force in a new settled country ; because crimes that 
are the occasion of penalties, especially those arising 
out of political, instead of natural 'and moral relation­
ship, are not equally crimes in every situation. Of 
the two, the common law is much more likely to ap­
ply to an infant colony, because it is coeval with the 
earliest periods of the English history, and is main­

.1y grounded on general moral principles, which are 
very similar in every situation and in every country. 
The common law of England, including those sta-

o tutes which are in affirmance of it, contains all the 
fundamental principles of the British constitution, 
and is calculated to secure the most essential rights 
and liberties of the subject. It has therefore been 
considered by the highest jurisdictions in the parent 
country, and by the legislatures of every colony, to 
be the prevailing law in all cases not expressly alter­
ed by statute, or by an old local usage of the colo­
nists, similarly situated; for there is a colonial com­
mon Law, common to a number of colonies, as there 
is a customary common Law, common to all the 
Realm of England. With such exceptions, not only 
the civil but the penal part of it, as well as the rules 
of administering justice and expounding Laws, have 
been considered as binding in Nova-Scotia. In many 
instances, to avoid question, colonial statutes and 
rules of court have been made, expressly adopting 
them. Since the artificial refinements and distinc­
tions incidental to the property of the mother coun­
t~, the laws ofpoJice and revenue, such especially as 
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are enforced by penalty, the modes of maintenance 
(or the clergy) the Jurisdiction' of the spiritual Courts, 
and a multitude of other provisions, are neither ne­
cessary nor convenient for such a colony, and there­
fore are not in force here. The rule laid down by 
Blackstone is, that all Acts of Parliament, made in 
affirmance or amendment of the common law, and 
such as expressly include the colonies by name; are 
obligatory in this country. On the first part of this 
proposition there can be no difficulty, except as to 
determining whether a particular statute is in fact 
in amendment and affirmance of the common law or 
not, and whether any particular act of Parliament is 
applicable or not to the state of the Colony. The 
power of making this decision, a power little short of 
legislation, is and mustbe left with the Judges of our 
Local Courts, and on referring to the manner in 
which it has been exercised, tllere is little danger 
to be apprehended that an improper use will be made 
of it. Hence it is that the rights of the subject, as 
declared in the petition of rights~ the limitation of 
the prerogative by the act for abolishing the Star 
Chamber, and regulating the Privy Council, the Ha· 
bles Corpus act and the Bill of rights, extend to the 
Colonies. In the same manner do all statutes res­
pecting the general relation between the crown and 
the subject, such as the Laws relative to the succes­
sion, to treason, &c. extend throughout the Realm.­
The difference between the local and general laws, 
or clauses of a law, may be illustrated by 13 and 14 
of Charles 11. c. 2. By that act the supreme military 
power is vested in the King without limitation; this 
part of the act extends to all the Colonies, but the 
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enacting clause respecting the militia officers applies 
to England alone. The other part of the proposition 
omlackstone,thatacts of Parliament are binding upon 
such Colonies as are expressJy named therein, is not 
expressed with his usual accuracy, and must be un­
derstood with some very material exceptions. It 
is true that Parliament has declared, by act 6. Geo. 
III. c. 12, that it has the power to make laws and 
statutes of sufficient validity to bind the Colonies in 
all cases whatever. But it is plain, if it had not the 
power before, it is impossible the mere declaration 
could invest it with it. I have already observed that 
the true line is, that Parliament is supreme in all 
external, and the Colonial Assemblies in all internal 
!2.1~~!!j and that the' Colonie~ have a right to be" 
governed, within their own jurjsdiction, by their own 
laws, made by their own internal will. But if the 
Colonies exceed their peculiar limits, form other alli­
ances, 'or refuse obediance to the general laws for the 
regulation of Commerce or external Government, in 
these cases there -mu!!!t necessarily be a coercive 
power lodged somewhere; and cannot be lodged more 
safely for the Empire at large than in Parliament, 
which has an undoubted right to exercise it in such 
cases of necessity. It is in this manner the passage 
alluded to, in the commentaries, must be understood, 
which states those laws to be binding on the Colonies 
that include them by express words, and the Eng­
lisll aet of Parliament is generally received in the same 
sense. The system of jurisprudence is, from these 
circumstances, very similar in both countries; and as 
it is a fundamental principle in all the Colonies not 

_ to enact laws repugnant to those of England, the de-
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viation is less than might be supposed. The statut~ 
of distribution has been already alluded to and ex~ 
plain ed, and it may be added that, as respects wills, 
the same formality in execution, and the same rules 
of construction, as prevail in the parent state, are 
adopted here. For other peculiarities the reader is 
referred to various parts of this work, where they are 
incidentally mentioned. 

-.... ....... 

CHAPTER VI. 

OJ the climate ond diseases of NOIJIJ-jcotio. 

Very opposite opinions are entertained, even 
among ourselves, respecting the climate of Nova­
Scotia. By some it is considered as in a progressive 
state of amendment, whilst by others it is thought 
to have undergone no material change, either as to 
its extreme degree of heat and cold, or the usualsuc­
cession and nature of its seasons. In the absence 

I 
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intensity, and that the showers of snow are neither 
so frequent nor heavy as heretofore. But we cannot 
assert that this change has produced an increase of 
heat in summer, or an accelerated vegetation in the 
spring; and it may be reasonably infel'1'ed, from the 
controversy to which it has given rise, that no ma­
terial change whatever has occurred. The natural 
causes of cold still remain, and from the configura­
tion of the continent, must always continue. These 
may be modified, and partially counteracted by 
the progress of cultivation, but can never be remov­
ed. The prostration 'of the forest, the drainage of 
land, and other operations of agriculture, enlarge the 
sphere of the sun's action upon the soil,and the effect 
will be first observed in abridging the season of win­
ter of part of its duration, and in breaking the uni­
form severity of the cold. 

But though it may not continue so long at a time, it 
will be as intense as ever. Various causes have been 
assigned for the piercing keenness with . which the 
North West wind of America is impregnated, and 
for the manifest preponderance of cold experienced 
on this continent, but none of them appear to be alto­
gether satisfactory. 'l'he most prevalent opinion is, 
that the wind is thus chil1ed in its passage towards 
us by the frozen surface oflakes, and the icy regions 
olthe north. This appeal'S to be the most plausible 
and most obvious, but it i(may be doubted whether 
it be the most correct theory. It would be presump­
tuous in the author of this work to advance an hypo­
thesis upon this subject, but he may be permitted to 
remark that there are some reasons which induce a 
belief that the intensity of cold must be sought for 
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in other causes. If it originated in fields of ice and 
snow, the wind,when blowing from the same quarter. 
in winter, and with the same velocity, would be al­
ways equally cold, which does not appear to be the 
case. The inner surface of Lake ice cannot be cool­
ed beyond 3.2 degrees. If the upper surface be cold~ 
er it must acquire it from the lower depression of 
the atmosphere; so that ice, as long as it continu es 
where it is formed, instead of increasing must dimi­
Dish the extent of atmospheric cold. It may be 
worthy of enquiring whether it arises not from some 
unknown cause, which brings down upon u. the cold, 
colder or coldest, strata of air which is above our­
selves; and whether, from the peculiar formation of 
the land near the pole, the North west wind may not 
have an influence upon the upper regions of air, other 
and greater than the same wind has in the old hemis­
phere. Leaving, however, these speculations, which 
we feel much hesitation to approach, to others whose 
previous studies have better qualified them for the 
investigation, we must confess that though our cli­
mate may be changed, it is not improved; and that 
it is not likely to be benefited by a change. An in­
crease of moisture will naturally keep pace with the 
decrease of cold, in consequence of our insular situa­
tion; and withit,a proportionable increase of disease, 
which damp weather never fails to induce. The 
loss of snow will be attended with the greatest incon­
venience. Six or eight weeks of sledding, in winter, 
are essential for the transportation of fuel, agricultu­
ral produce, materials for making fences, timber for 
ship building, and lumber for exportation. It is dif­
fioult to mark with precision the commencement of 
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and the spring consequently late and irregular in its 
approach. But when vegetation commences, it is 

few daye:: the whulu face 
end of first of the 

ufford suflid4;:e::t food foe:: Thu of 
summer is generally moderate and regular, but is 
greatest in August, and the nights are seldom render-

the of 
this the 

south west wind is the most prevalent, and is soft and 
warm, but the least inclination either to the north-

southw?±.e::h that knateriallh 
wnather. ye::ers to dille:: farmer, it z.""%r.n'~ .. 

cooler, if to the latter it produces rain. The autumn 
is decidedly the finest portion of the year in Nova-

The and the 
during that 

of June, and the sky generally clear and cloudless. 
This season often continues, though with occ3!ional 
rain;:g,and a incren;:gn nf rold, until thn first 
of f3nldom rlly severZ$ 
until 20th of dztnnmber. month with 
propriety be said to belong to either of the divisions of 
the year, being sometimes an autumnal and some-

winter but thr is with 
fznm Chrirtmnr to the is 

remarkable for a thaw, without which it seldom 
passes over; and February is distinguished for the 

fepressitm the thn 
snow, the of north 

west wind. March, though cold, variable and blus-
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try, affords more days of clear sun shine than April: 
The greatest quantity of rain falls in the spring and 
8\l~Umn, and fog prevails on the southern shore, and 
at the mouth of the Bay of Fundy,' in summer, but 
does not extend far inland . . 

r • Altl)ough the ordinary routine of ~he' seQsQns is as 
,above . descx:ibed, the winters are somet\mes very 
,~oderate . and mild, the ~avigation .of the rivers re­
.lJ)Bining open until a late period, .the wind blowing 
from the 80uth and west, and little or no snow falling 
the whole SE:ason. Le~carbot, who was at Annapolis, 
in 1606, 'informs us that the winter of that year 
was unusually mild. "Me souvient," he says, que 
Ie 14 de ce mois de Janvier, par un dimanche apres 
midi nO\ls-nous rejouissio,ns chantans musique sur Ie 
riviere de l' Equille, & qu en ce meme mois nous al­
names voir les blez a deu lieues de notre fort & di­
nes joyeusement au solie!. Je ne voudrois toutefois 
dire que toutes les annees fussent sembi abIes a celie 
ci; car, com me cet hiver lafut auss! dou, pardeca,ce 
denier hiver, de l' an mille six cen sept et huit Ie 
plus regoreux qu on voit jamais,a aussi este de meme 
pardela." It is natural to suppose that the insular 
situation of Nova-Scotia would occasion these vicisi­
tudes,and we may infer from this fact that the varia­
bleness of our winters, though perhaps augmented 
by increased cultivation, is not occasioned by it ; and 
that with the exceptions we have already stated, thc 
climate was much the same 222 years ago as it is at 
present. 

To say that the climatc of Nova-Scotia is not un­
friendly to the human constitution, would be convey­
ing but an inadequate idea of it. It is remarkably 
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salubrious, aod conduces to health 8Ild longevity. 
Although this assertion is grounded on long personal 

esperience aod observation, and is confirmed by the 
opinion of medical men, the best proof of which it ia 

susceptible, the production of the records of baptiama 
aDd death, is unfortunately not practicable. The 
Legislature of Nov'a-Scotia,so early as the year 1761, 
provided by Law for the registry of all maniages. 
births and deaths, but that statute has in very few 
townships been acted upon, and in no instance fully 
earried into effect. Had these records been kept 
with care and acCuracy, they might have enabled 118 

to compile some tables, from which the character of 
the climate could have been accurately ascertained. 
The air of the forest, notwithstandiDg the denlity of 
the wood, il far from being noxious. The infinite 
Dumber of streams, the aromatic eftluvia of balsamic 

trees, the invigorating north west wind, and the Ya­

ried surface of the country, all conspire to render it 
pure and wholesome. A great proportion of the in­
habitAnts live to a very advanced period. It is not 
WlOOmmOD to see people ninety years old, and many 
have attained to the age of a hundred. This obser­
vation is more particularly applicable to Foreigoen, 
as the settlement of the country is yet too recent to 
-Rhibit many instances among the natives. The 
emigrants {rom New-England are peculiarly long­
lived, a very large proportion of them reachiDg their 
eightieth year, in the full enjoyment of all their fa­
culties. Until lately this great longevity WD8 alao 
obeervable among the savages,especially the femalel, 

who lived to an extreme old age. But the use of 
ardent spirits, to which many of both sexes Me ad-
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dieted, has contributed to shorten the duration aC 
their lives, and it is now rare to see an aged Indian. 
The manner in which climate, or the peculiarities 
and variations of temperature, operate upon the ani­
mal constitution, in inducing diseased actions, is 8B 

yet a matter of much speculation. The fact, howe­
ver,is indisputable, and experience convinces us that 
there are certain morbid properties in different at­
mospheres capable of deranging the healthy func­
tions of the system, and creating diseases; varying in 
degree from slight interruptions of health, to the se­
verest forms of malignant and contagious disorders. 
"In a northern region the stimulating effects of cold 
appear primarily to affect the circulating fluid, and 
excite inflamatory diseases of different characters.-,­
The climate of Nova-Scotia is not remarkable for the 
generation of any disease peculiar to itself, but in 
common with other parts of North America, it dis­
poses to infiamatory acute disorders, owing to the 
operation of cold upon the surface of the body, in 
checking insensible perspiration. The liability to 
disease is.increased .by the sudden vicissitudes ofna­
tural and artificial temperatures, especially during the 
winter months, when the change from cold air to 

. heated rooms is sudden and excessive. It may, how­
',ever, be considered as particularly healthy. The 
'summerlil,although hot, are not characterised by that 
poisonous decomposition of animal and vegetable.mat-

. ters,' which engender pestilential 'diseases in other 
Countries; nor do its marshes, which form a large por­
tion of some of Its richest and most densely populated 
settlements, generate that miasma, which in the 
United States is the productive cause·ofintermittent 
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fever,in its varied and formidable types. The frequent 
How of the tide over those of our marshes that remain 
undyked prevents such putrid exhalations, and those 
tbat are enclosed are either better drained and cul­
tivated, or the heat of our summer months. is.not of 
sufficient continuance for the production of this viru­
lent effluvia; marsh miasmata, however, though not 
8ufficiently malignant to engender this disease, may 
perhaps have some influence in producing others. 
. The absence of intermittent fevers, the bilious re­
mittent, and yellow fevers, gives this country a de­
cided superiority over most others. The diseases of 
Nova-Scotia may, with some exceptions, be classed 
under two heads: First, those that arise from ex­
posure and fatigue. 2d. Those that arise from the 
bad habits of the people, independent of climate.­
Under the first class, we may arrange particular in­
ftamatory affections of the various organs of the body, 
occurring occasionally in every season; in the spring 
from cold and dampness, in the summer from fatigue 
and over exertion, followed by cold drinks, "piritu­
ous liquors, and the sudden suppression of perspira­
tion; in the autumn from the united effects offatigue, 
cold and rain; and in the winter from similar causes, 
although more particularly from low temperature.­
In the autumn remittent fevers are frequent, parti. 
cularly among children, and in the majority of cases, 
are. attributable to the use of ripe and unripe fruit. 
The fevers which generally occur are continued in· 
flamatory and remittents. Tiphus rarely supervenes, 
and is oftener the consequence of mismanagement 
than climate. .In most cases it is of the milder spe­
ciel, Cor many of the causes that occasion its viru-
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lence in Great Britain, luch al impoverished diet, 
unoleanlineB8, damp and crowded dwellingtl, &c. do 
Bot exist here. Rheumatism is a frequent disease, 
attacking, in its varied forms, different ages and con­
stitutions. Consumption is becoming prevalent, aI~ 
though not to the extent that might be supposed, 
when we advert to the many inftamatory affe~tion8 
of the lymphs, induced by cold and exposure. In 
England it is often hereditary, but in this country, 
although it occasionally happens as such, it is by no 
means proportionably as frequent. Itis in too many 
instances the I8d consequence of imprudence ; and 
the strongest constitutions are victims to a disease, 
which, for want of due attention to incipient colds, 
insidiously destroys the health before any evil issU8~ 
peeted. Perhaps our insular situation may conm. 
bute to its frequent occurrence, as it is a common re­
mark in the United States, that its ravages are much 
greater on the sea board than in the interior of tbe 
country. An epidemio lately appeared in this ~ 
vince, that proved particularly fatal. It is described 
88 an erysepelatous disease, affecting the collstitution; 
and assuming in many instances the most rapidly ma· 
lignant and protiform character. It prevailed in 
Nova.Scotia, New Brunswick, Boston, and many of 
the surrounding countries. It is stated to be entire­
ly new in its appearance and character, but haTing 
only occurred in ODe or two seaRons, it cannot ,be 
considered as a disease of the Province. It would 
appear, however, that there were some peouliarities 
(although accidentally occurring) in the climate at 
the time, which favored its generation and malignity~ 
Buringthesummer and autumnal months, disentery, 
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dimhra and cholera-morbus, sometimes appear, but 
the latter is very rare; sorofula al80 occurs 88 

seldom. Nova-Scotia, like every other country hav­
ing intercourse with various parts of the Globe, has 
ita imported disorders, and is capable of generating, 
independently of importation, some of those epide­
mics to whioh early life is liable, and whioh occur 
fortunately but once, with some few solitary exoep­
tions, suoh as measles, soarlet fever, hooping-cougb, 
and chioken-pox. Every instance of small pox haa 
~the\'tO been traced to foreign. contagion. The dis· 
C8Be1 whioh proceed from the bad habits of the peo­
ple, are such as follow errors in diet, and imprudence 
in clothing. Among the former may be classed thEt 
intemperate use of spirituous liquors, and the im. 
mense consumption of tea. Drunkenness, though b, 
no means 80 common now as it has been, is still 
spreading devastation throughout our otherwise­
happy Pruvjnce ; laying the foundation of a grea~ 
many complaints, and rendering each more danger­
ous in its nature, and more difficult of management. 
Many of the ohroniodiseascs which baffle the skill of 
the Physician, originate in this vice. The use of 
tea three 'times a day, as strong and as hot as the 
stomach can tolerate, is not confined to women; but 
the workmen of the country participate in- it, until 
their powers of digestion are nearly prostrated, and 
a train of evils supervene, that destroy their health: 
and comfort. If there be a disease peculiar to this 
climate, it may be said to be dyspepsia or indiges .. 
tion, from the use and abuse of tea and ardent liquors. 
To the sweetmeats, tea, hot buttered oakes, and 
fried pork, which oonstitute the breakfast, dinner and 
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I!IUPller, of so many of the farmers, and form such a 
striking a contrast with the porter and cheese of an 
Englishman, may be traced the origin of many com­
plaints. These remarks, though founded on a cor­
respondence with some of the most respectable of 
our Provincial practitioners, and on personal experi­
ence, are offered with much diffidence, as appertain­
ing to a science with which tbe author makes no 
claim to be acquainted. Nothing has ever been pub­
lished concerning the diseases of Nova-Scotia, the 
the manner in which they are modified by climate, 
and the treatment they require. A medical and sur­
gical journaJ,however, has been announced, as forth­
coming, under the direction of one of the most dis­

tinguished Medical men in the Provinces ; and it is 
to be hoped, that it will receive that support from 
the profession and public, which such a commenda­
ble and patriotic effort deserves. It is to such a work 
alone we must look for authentic information, upon 
this interesting and important subject. 

,,,u 
CHAP1'ER VII. 

Of the Soil and .!lgriculJure of Nova-&otia. 

It has been the peculiar misfortune of Nova-Scotia, 
to have suffered alike from its enemies and friends. 
By the former it has been represented as the abode 
of perpetual fog and unrelenting sterility, and by 
the latter as the land of the olive .and grape. Many 
ofthe loyalists who emigrated to this Country, and 
experienced a total failure of their hopes, in conse-
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quence of their precipitate and ill-judged attempt to 
make the formation of towns precede the cultivation 
oftae land, returned in disgust to the United States; 
and attributed their misfortunes to the poverty of 
the soil, and the inclemency of the climate, rather 
than their own indiscretion. The repining of these 
people converted the name of Nova-Scotia into a 
proverb, and this" ultima thule" of America be­
came the terror of nurseries. The desertion of She 1-
burne and other places, had the same effect in Great 
Britain, where it is also regarded as a place of great 
political importance, but of little intrinsic value.­
'Those persons who have attempted to counteract 
these erroneous impressions, have run into the oppo­
site extreme, and have so destorted the truth, that 
we have been at a loss whether to regard 'it as an 
attempt to practice upon the credulity of the public, 
for the purpose of amusement, or as the ebullition of 
a sincere though wrong headed enthusiasm. What­
ever may have been their motive, th~ effect has 
been to overwhelm the deluded men who believed 
them, with ruin; disease, and death; to infect the 
Country into which these calamities have been in­
troduced, and to confirm all those prejudices against 
us, which, originating in folly, have been perpetuated 
by misrepresentation_ The period, however, has 
now arrived, when it ceases to be a matter of regret 
that the unfavourable character which the Country 
has hitherto sustained abroad, both as to its soil and 
climate, continues to divert the tide of emigration 
to other Colonies. We do not desire emigration.­
We require all the unoccupied land in Nova-Scotia, 
for the expansive growth of our own population.-
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It is now little short of 180,000, and if it should in­
. crease at the rate exhibited during the last ten yeara, 

it will,in half a century, amount to upwards of 500,000. 
Under these circumstances, although there iS18t 
ample room {or emigrants, their introduction in &D1 
great numbers,if not to be regretted, is at leut a mat­
ter of perfect indifference. The troth lies between 
these two extremes,of invective on the one hand and 
panegyrio on the other. An account of the climate 

will be found in another place ; the object of this 
Chapter is to describe,as briefly as is consistent with 

perspicuity, the soil and its agricultural productions; 
Nova· Scotia, as has been already observed, cootaiDs, 
exclusive of Cape Breton, 9,994,880ac.res. Of these 
6,119,989 have been granted; but as 1,781,19.1, have 
been subsequently escheated, the quantity of appro­
priated land amounts to 4,888,647, leaving at the dis. 
posaI of the Crown 5;666,218 acres. The ungranted 
land, though more than half the quantity contained 

in Nova-Sootia, lies in the rear of townships border­

ing on the coast and rivers, and as the first selec­

tions naturally inoluded the most valuable portion, it 
will be found to embrace the greater paI:t of the 
lakes, barrens and swamps, in the Country. In such 
an extent of territory as is contained in Nova-Sootia, 
there must necessarily be a great variety of soll, and 
no general obsenations will apply 'with oorrect­
ness to the whole ; but the following scale, compos­
ed of twelve parts, will perhaps approximate to the 

truth :-
Prime land 8 parts •. 

Good do. 4 
Inferior do. 8 
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·lnq;:~p2l?bl~ of culttir~d~~-2 pal'P4£;:~ 

the t~cq;: (cccurrb,p 4£;:4£;:e-

.. y in the 4£;:hiefly to 
'Oq the I!!outhernshore,stretchmgwith irregular 

. breadth and some extensive exceptions, from Cape 
Cay,(4£;:£m . round ccast, Cape 

.thc former fro¥k'&k~ear of ~tber 

. to the Bay of Fundy) and' on the Gulf shore to the 

.boundary of New-Brunswick. This land may again be 

i~to thl'e4£;: tt:S,Z'&Z'Z',;S--Ullllmi4£;:,.ani1er y ..... IlLU?? ''''"'.'''''~ 

1 st. ; th4£;: in itc "0i0''',~'''' 

state, is evinced by the species and size of the timber 

it produces. Black and yellow birch, accompanied 
by elm, l~mlock, ~cple, arc c~ctain 

inPk4£;:ctic2'iS of a rich soil. small of 

white birch or spruce denote a thin cold soil, while 

pine is generally produced by dry sandy land. In 
thifs mCimer, ah.Hk'k'ct 'cvery . is disticl.=ciched 

anb bythk'i.Hctureofthc with it 

is ; nlthu¥igP ihere arc iUE;t5mc~s, an·bich 

even this test has failed. Large and destructive con­

flagrations have at different times spread over a 

p=uEtion of "lilderness, ucc"Esioned by 
emberc ihe Indian or 

ing fire to the clearing of the land, at 811 improper 

seuon of the year. Whuever the wood has been 
co.&:an4£;:UnSk'P in this %t¥.n:£'Rner, a h,owth of C,Uj"uc,titl¥. 

,chich is 4£;:titrequentlp ditfereni tlIP,C,¥flS 

from the first. This is not peculiar to Nova-Scotia. 

Evelyn says-" That when his grandfather's woods 
weSkn down, anl.JSkh cntirely 

• ,,,timats is "?i",,,,,,,, of LakeSf, and all 
covered with water. 
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there 8pI!iIDg up .,aiD, ~ eaM.out beeches ; and 

~hen ~C1 in t~ UJI'IIt .felt the AWl, t:he:ae: arose 
.~_sl,. ,a :t8itd ,Ia,atntioo, Bolof aak,or beech, 
bMi of bir"h; whioh h-e G~ROtset down 8" thing 
singulill', but merely because it happened under his 

own eye." M'Kenzie, in his North AmeriGan tour, 

speaking of the -country bordering on the Slave .lake, 

aY8--'" l.t is covered with l.o.rg~ tl1ces of spruce, pille, 

and wllite birch; when these arc destroyed, poptars 

.su<l.ceed? though none were before to be seen. 'J It is 

.owiDg to this circlltMtaace that the settler has been 

frequently agreeably surpri~d tpfind lando! thi des­

cription prove better than he had reason to expect. 

2d. Int.erval~ is a term peculi~ to Amel'ica, and 
deW)tes that portion of land whioh is composed of 

-the alluvial deposit of lorge brooks and ri;vers, wb 

f1wollen.:by rains in the spring and autumn. It ocours 
in almost every county in the Province, and is somc­

ti~ found covered with al1)ng natur~l grass, seve­

ral feet in length. The quality varies according to 
the size of the stream ; brook interval being gene­

raUy preferable to that on the banks of rivers. It 
produces grain of all kinds, but is not so suit1ible f{)r 

• Ifllerv.1 is dQllbtles8 a word of English oIigin, to wbich II Dely 
meaning has been assigned. The land which is now known by 
'that lI'ame, is almost the ouly part of the forest which bllS. luge 
interval. or !lp:lces bet\\'ecn the t,teell. These spets may, in very 
many p1aces, be cultivated withont the aid of the axe, and indio 
cale at once the value and fertility of the soil. These interyals 
are no wbere to be found but in low alluvial grounds, which in 
j?ro,cass of .time hal'e dla IVO to themselves the pecRliar appella.tion 
or interval land. Edwards, in his account of the culture of tbe 
C1Illes ill-Jamaica, uses We word in -a similar sense: .. The field is 
divided into sevbral plats, and the Bpaces between each division 
are feft wide enoogb for roads, for the conveni~nce of carting, Itnd 
ate clllled intervals." It has been supposed by some to be derived 
from tho Latin inter and valium, bot beside the objection to th is 
conjecture. that intervals do not necessarily occur between hill~.we 
mlly alio suppose that settlers in the wilderneea are 1I0t apt to 
Uie Lalin compounds, where there is no appropriate word in their 
own laoguage.--It i~ \Vrillen Interval and Intervale. 
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p8&tU~ as many tract!' Bf geod uplaMl. or:~ qbllft~ 

tity of. interval 'OOJ1~ed within- the' Provinoltl n&. 

8t001int-c~n,-l)e given J- not ie it -easy to ftwin B' emil­
jeetme, mu~h: Of it'being ret i'nluta~ (jfDatu~ _ 

3d. MaNit. This Jalid,is'atso c&mpesoa of aJiuviM 

sediment; O0il!isting ofthe drainHigs of the' uplUd, 

df puwesooot rtirit1!el",: and saline psrticles;depowi1M 

b" nYmIi!·af1lel' their jUDCltwe with t~.slilt-water>. hi 
itinl8tutol state it produces a' strong eoatS8 .qoiatie 

grass; but whe'ft enclOfJed, by dihB and well:drainedJ 

is·exceediR~lyfemle,· yielding,. fb~ sefttW ytelmJ,in' 

8UoeesstOU; abondant cr~ of wheat; aDd alternate· 

~tatioos of kay and grain, with outth e -~d· of'nl8iMU'e. 

The .m8I'Bhes, formed by the rivtft emptying into 

the Bason of Mines, al'(t very superior to thOle in 

otherp8l'ts ·af tlle Pl'OViooe--the water of that ext~ 
ordin~reseJ'\?oir being not only di9celoured~ but 

sctlllilly. turbid with the great quantity of matter held· 

in 8dlution by it. 'I'he method of givio'J fertility to 

soil, oonmsts in dividing and breaking its particles.­
This is' effected in . two ways, by fire and ~y tillage. 

The furmer is adopted by the new settler, who bums 

the wood upon tbe 80il where it ~WS, aBd the 
other, by the occupant of 01l1tivated land. 

These two cl888es of people oonstitute the agrieul­
~ body of Nova;.sooUa, and a sketch-of the mode 

pursued by each W'iH conTeY ajust idea of the hus­
bandry of the Coun1ry~· As the surface of the earth 

in:its Datutalstateis' covered with timber,- the first' 

step:towards CUltivati()B is its removal, whichis-ac­

.oomplshed by ctttting down the trees. There are 

• It ril8"te ollHrved, that J:.aad iI DO rODger irated by· the 
Crown, but dispoled of by .ale at public aaetilJll. . 
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two I88IODI in which this operation is performed, 
late in the autwnn and in the month of March j each 
oCwhioh has its peculiar advantage. The tint ia a­

period of the year whe~ the employment does. ~ot 
interfere with any other duty, aDd is ~mmended 
br its deprbing the stumps of trees of the power 0'· 
generating sprouts. The latter is generally preferred 
OIl account of its accelerating the effect of the fire, of 
the l~gth of the days, and of the ease with which 
the wood is then cut. The expense of felling the 
timber· in suitable lengths for buming, is from 25 to 
80 'hillings. per acre, and for cutting, heaping, burn­
iD8' aDd fenoing, three pounds.· If the wood be cut 
in March,the fire is applied to it about the latte~ 
part of August or first of September, when the ground 
iI pDerally fitted for the reception uf winterwheat 
orw.int,Or rye. Of the form.er the average crop ill 
~neW' laAd, is from 17 to 20 bushels, and of the­
latter (ronI 19 to 22 bushels. At the same time that 

.. ~ grain is committed to the ground, grass seed is 
::"""'- atao sowa, and the land continues, under the sith." 

until the removal of the stumps admits of the appli­
oadc)D of the plough. The progress of decomposi­
tion in the roots of trees, varies according to the spe­
cies of wood. Pine and hemlock resist decay for a 
Feat length of time, but in general, land .may be pre­
pared for tillage in five or six years. It is every 
where admitted, that the first crop of grain from 
rood soil, will repay to a settler all the expense OOD­

~ected with the clearing of the ground, the purchase 
of seed, and the ereC)tion of fences ; but that it will 

• The price uri ... little in each ceanty. I take tbil (rom tb. 
cumat rate ia Clementi. 

Digitized by Google 



385 

Dot reimburae the cost of bireiDg those services per­
formed-,. . without the produce of the second year, 
which generally consists of hay •. The grain, not. 
w~th.tanding the obstruction of stumps, is easily . 
barvested, and the grass that follows gathered with 
less difficulty than might be supposed. The opera­
tion of cptting the grain is much facilitated by the 
UIe of a " cradle~" which is a machine of American 
invention. It is composed of a scythe, and its handle, 
with the addition of a few light bars of wood, placed 
parallel with the blade. The straw is severed with 
this instrument, and as it falls behind the scythe, is 
received by the frame. The mower, by a dexterous 
movement, which can alone be attained by practice, 
disencumbers the cradle of the grain, and deposits it 
at his feet, as regularly and much more expeditious­
ly than if it were reaped. But wheat and rye do not 
invariably constitute the first crop upon new land. 
Turnips, indian OC)l'n, and potatoes,' and particularly 
the latter, often precede grain, and as the calcination 
of the soil changes the nature of its productions 
less than m ... ure, they nre much superior in quality 
than when raised upon land which hos been long 
cultivated. At the end of the second year, the set­
tler is in a condition to keep a stock of cattle, his 
grain having been succeeded by hay. Additional 
clearings, while they supply him with wheat and po­
tatoes, add also to the extent of his pasturage and 
hay land; and at the expiration of five years, the 
piece of ground first cleared, is in a suitable state for 
the eradication of the stumps, and invites the com­
mencement of tillage. When his farm is thus situat­
ed, and the fire and the plougb are both in operation 
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at the·aame time, it . isaiili dmt-iti. rtlOM:p1fGitabie 
thaD.01I1 006 }alid of the. IIUIU!. eltent. '11heisoilis 
BOt. opil' ia ita: virgin. pUNt,.; and free. ftIom tile .CCJR'. 

tamination ai wee~ bot iB foU: vigor, and itlf JOO­
dltctions are Jess liable toG ca8ualtie5~ 1Detter ill quali .. 

iy,. and more abuDidant~ Londs of _bw delM'lriptloD· 
ue:known- thl'oughout Nova .. Scotia; unelet' the percu ... 
liar. oppeHatiOll·. of " balf ilb proTed ranna," mui gelN­
J18111 Nt"ll this dis1inotion,· ootU the fire OOaB8IIi to be­
aD agent.m.their O\llti~ation. i'rom.tAis.period theY' 

al'8' l'IUlked among the old' farme. .As tne:sy .... ·of 
~ltu~e· adopted upon· thi!taau of Janda;,·varieem 

many particulars: in ever.,- COODty, ·we must confine 

0U7M:!llV88 to a; few general 16II1Mti:1f,' a· minats detaU 
being inooll8iatent with thepJan of this wol'k. Til-· 
Iage •. yet in ita infancy in Nova-Scdtia. The high' 

price·of laboutl, the aheapnes8 of AmerioanflouJ"; the 

prev.ioua habits· of the people,· Bltd the gl'eat dert\and 

which tbe·fle~ andal'ltIy made during' the late war, 

for. beef, alld pork, au' contributed·to :tender grazing 

the predomimlnt and favori'te system of fnrtnmg .......... 
A great effortwai! made under the administ .. ati"Il of 
.t.ol'd Dalhousie; 1:& direct the attention of the people 

to ·tillage,and appeal8 we,&addl"eS8ed t.o their p8triot~ 
_ and. pride,. to render themselves indepe'ndeRt- ef 

foreigD~l'8. for' bread. Por thiEf purpose agricultural 
J;ocieties were iD$lituted) and all excitement c~ated 

by. cattlelhows, plowing matches, and other ~hibi­

tic:lDEU. '1'I,e- eltil bowevel'l, if itdeservea tbe name; 

was'beyoadtbe reMh of pamphJett!l and prizes'; be­

iAgl'OlOlted. in oircumstaneespeouJiar to a new Coon­
tty.. Lands: bave hitbttrto·been cheap,and th6 fat­

IIrfIIIW. be10gpMNlled of more than' they can omtlvate, 
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wjll.Mt:be .~tQe:ptin8 ofdisQoy.ering hOW they-tOO 
~ t.btir ~rops witlliD:the smallelltpossijjle·spMJe. 

It. population ai,one 'bat stamps a "f:&1tae .upofl 

JaIU,i, antllBfs a fo~~ionforimprovement in tlgn.. 
Gilture,. .by increasing .he necessity of exert-ioB, ~ 

£educing 'tho priee of.bfbcJor.During tke·peMd t& 

whieb.:we alwde, the qM6tiOD was 'agitated witt\ 

~t vmnnth, .hdber tlQva..scGtia W88 ·capable of 
-raising whea:t in suffi.diellt quantities for the <support 

of its own inhabitants. The advocates OIl eidlet'sid'e-, 
fell into the common error of costroversiulisls, 1M\d. 

attempted to prove too much. In the course oflAe 

discussion, both the soil and the climate were ·alter­

nately extolled and depreciated in a m~'mer 't'bat 

was merited by neither. Wheat is raised whh 's6me 

difficulty in Nova-Scotia. If the seed be weN -select­

ed and carefully prepared, sowed early, Enui in l10lld 

both suited to its culture and properly 14Ueo, ·it will 

ripen in aU ordinary seasons. If any 6ffthese pre­

cautiolls are omitted, it is as probable that -it will fail 

.. 8L'Ieooecl. It is eubjeot tG- many mor<e casualties 
than eitiler oat8, barie;y, buckwheat, r~, or lad ian 
men; and 80 far &om ripening 88 ia many. parts of 
tbelJa.ited States, if sowed in any manPl'er,tt requi?eS 

!RBt C8l!e in ns·cutttlt'e'~ On good. uphuad, the ave­

,.e.cr.p of wheat is from 16 to 25 'busl\ela, on inte .... 

tai aJId dyke.mucb.mare. 1lu,1Jt is the m<I8t -coRlflileft 

ItDIlmoatrat.I of the accidents that befall wheat in 

its PNJg!Ie18 to. mat1It!ity, and wbet'e the precautions 

above allue1ed to are n8fJ)ec~, it seklom fails 40 :ftll­
lowtbe omisaioIl. The Hessian 6y has also com­
mitUd of JIde years great llavag'eE!, and no remedy 

hM l'l'lt beeR disoo~re4 to prevent its depredations. 
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The climate is 150 congenial to oau, rye and barley, 
that they are raised without diffioulty, and yield 
abundantly. The average crops per aCre on good 
land are as follows :-oats 25, rye 16, and barley to 
bushels. One of the most beneficial results of the 
excitement and spirit of enquiry, created by the agri­
cultural Societies, was the introduction of mills. for 
grinding oats; and also the removal of the preju­
dices of the people against the use of the coarser 
grains as an article of food. It will hardly be cre­
dited, that in a Country where the prevalence of 
grazing rendered the importation offiour necessary 
for the support of its inhabitants, the best quality of 
foreign manufacture, was not only required but in 
general use even among the laborious part of the po· 
pulation, and that the cheaper and more humble fare 
of the rye and Indian meal, was rejected as coarse 
and unpalatable. The folly and extravagance of 
these habits have given place to a more rational and 
more economical system, which, together with the 
improvements in agriculture naturally arising out of 
the advanced state of the population, will,it is hoped, 
in a few years, render us independent of other Coun­
tries for our bread. Maize or Indian corn is a native 
of America, and in the western part of Nova-Scotia 
is extensively cultivated. There are many circum­
stances connected with it that strongly recommend 
it to the notice of farmers. It will produce a full 
crop when committed to the ' ground so late as the 
fifth of June. The stalk and leaves afford a whole­
some and nutricious food for cattle, and the grain, 
when ground into meal, can be united with fiour, or 
used separately with equal advantage. It will grow 
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ia .... hopgry light .soil, and is affeoted by neither 
dl'Qugbt nor moisture, unless they be eXceEive. A 
,large crop of bE'.aD8 may be raised oft' of the aame 
.ground, anel cultivated with it, while the hoeing it 
requires is favourable to the improvement of the soil, 
and the extirpation of weeds. It caD also be follow­
~d by a white orop, without violating the rules of good 
husbandry. During the present year (18!8,) it h88 

·yielded very abundantly, and in the general failure 
of wheat has proved a most valuable substitute.­
Theaverage product of an acre of good land is from 15 
to 30 bushels. The objections to the culture of 
maize are, that a long continuance of heat is neceB­
eary to ripen it, that it is liable to be injured by the 
early frosts of the autumn, and that it always requires 
fOanure. Potatoes thrive better in Nova-Scotia than 
in any part of America, and although not IIlQre pro­
ductive than in some of the United States, are muoh 
superior in quality to any that are raised on this side 
of the Atlaatic. The average product per acre of 
good land is 200. bushels. The rotation of crops 
generally adopted in this Country, and particularly 
in the western Districts is, on the breaking up of 
green sward, to commence with oats, which are fol­
lowed by potatoes.tlie second, and by wheat the third 
year ; when potatoes are again planted and succeed­
ed by wheat, accompanied by clover and timothy 
eeed. As few· farms are regularly divided into 
fields, each of which receives in its tum a prescribed. 
.course of treatment, the land generally remains in 

'" Tbe molt ntenaive farm iD Nova.Scotia, upoa whicb a Iciea­
li60 Byltem of agrioulture is pursued, is situated in Windsor, tbe 
preperty of Tbomu KiDg, Esq. a lrentl.maD who h81 done much 
for tbe good of tbe place, by tbe example he hla set for the imita­
tion ortbe inbabitanta. 
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grus until the failure of the crop indicates tbe ne­
cessity of a change. The period of sowing dift'en 
according to the season and soils ; but in general 
wheat and oats are sown in April. IDdian com is 
planted,according to local circumstances, at any time 
between the tenth of May and the fifth of June.­
Barley and buck wheat are sown about the first of 
June, and turnips about the tenth of July- Mowing 
commences about the twenty-fifth of July. Reap­
ing begins in August, and is finished in September. 
In a new country the value of manures is not much 
regarded. The luxuriant power of vegetation in the 
vil'8in moulds is such, that artificial aid is deemed 
superfluous ; and it is not until after its fertility baa 
been either diminished or exhausted by repeated and 
injudicious cropping, that recourse is had to art to 
restore its vigour. Hence dung, as it is the most 
obvious and the cheapest,so it is the most coinmon ma­
nure, and it is only within a few years that composts 
and lime have supplied the deficiency of the barn 
yard. . In the· County of Hants, and in some few 
other places bordering on the Basin of Minas, the al­
luvial deposit of the rivers is applied as a superficial 
dressing to grass land. Sometimes it is incorporat­
ed with the soil by the plough, andamply repays 
the labour and expense ofits application: oftenyieJd­
jng two grain crope, and afterwards a stout growth 
of grass for·several years in succession •. One of the 
greatest difficulties experienced in rural IlfIim,s in 
Nova.Scotia, arises out of the rapid progressofvege­
tation, which limits the time for planting and lOwing 
to a very short space; and if any irregularity occurs 
in the weather at those periods, it not only requires 
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great exertion, but occasions these labours to be per-

very the same «::~Ul!le, 

the; hitrhrent bE'eiiehe;S of haE'ee;E3t are of tee tE'E3emded 

together in the most inconvenientmanner,·ptoducing 
in so~e instances additional expense, and in others 
.Ret~HH"tE3 damage; crops. E'apidity grHwth 

the both th«:: and E3tE3aw, 

neither of which are so nutricious as the same pro­
ductions in England, where they are longer in com-

matUl'ith trhe follow re-

made unh«::«:: 8uthO«::ith the 
ment :-
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Upon this table it is neccSlSsry to remark, that it 
was fonned at a period when the collection of the 
quit rents was ordered to be enforced ; and as a re­
port was made at the time of t"~ relative number of 
the religious sects, apprehensions were entertained 
tbat this information was gathered for the purpose 
of 888essing a tax for the support of the Clergy of the 
Church of England, or for the maintenance of that 
portion of the. Civil List at present borne by the 
Mother Country. In consequence of these idle fears, 
mallY persons returned the schedule of their stock, 
and the amount of their agricultural produce, in a 
manDer calculated to make any exaction fall as Jight 
as possible upon them. We are therefore to consider 
it as falling much short of the truth, and also to bear 
in mind that there was a general failure in the wheat 
crops of 18!7. The number of horses, when com­
pared with that of horned cattle, exhibits a striking 
error, in maintaining such a disproportionate stock 
of unprofitable animals, in a Country where the win­
ters are long and provender expensive, and where 
their place can in most instances be as wen supplied 
by oxen. They are a mixed race, containing crosses 
of American, Canadian and English stock, and are 
surprisingly hardy. They have, however, become 
much degenerated, and it has been found necessary 
to import some English blood horses to improve the 
breed. The horned cattle are very superior; which, 
considering the little attention paid to breeding, must 
be attributed jn a great measure to the richness of the 
pastures. The oxen are tall, full bodied, short joint. 
ed and well shaped, and are both handsome and' 
strong, tractabltt in labour and easily fatted. The 
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cows, whenever well fed and attended, are large and 
in general good for the dairy. . The most profitable 
and the hardiest stock are sheep. In a new Country 

. they are indhilpensible to a farmer. They clothe and 
feed his family, enrich his fields, are easily supported, 
.and destroy the saplings that the forest IRnd, when 
first cleared, produces in. the greatest profusion.­
The . sheep of Nova-Scotia are exempt from many 
disorders to which they are subject in Great Britain, 
and when. not confined. to wet land, or too much 
crowded together, are remarkably healthy.. They 
have undergone so many changes, that they do Dot 
properly belong to an, class of English sheep. They 
.weigh from 10 to 20 pounds a quarter, and yield a 
fleece from two to eight pounds, according to the 
treatment they receive. 
- As the productions of every country ofl'er the best 
illustration ofits climate, we shall close the conside­
ration of this subject, by adverting to the orchards . 
. The French, in all their villages in Nova-Scotia, 
planted small clumps of apple trees, same of which 
are still in existence. The example was not lost 
upon the emigrants from New England, who had 
been accustomed to the enjoyment of fruit, and there­
fore seldom failed to establish an orchard wherever 
they settled; a practice which has been generally 
and successfully followed by their descendants.­
Rant's, King's and Annapolis Counties, are particu" 
larly distinguished for extensive plantations of apple 
trees, in all of which they appear to be thrifty and 
fruitful. It has often been a88erted that New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, constitute the region 
in which the apple makes the nearest approaches to 
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perfection, and that it degenerates in proportion to 
its distance from those states, either northward or 
southward. Of the summer and autumnal fruits 
this may be true, at least sufficient pains_have not 
been taken to make such a comparisQn: as ~o' war­
rant us in controverting the faet,: but it may be ques­
tioned how far this is Correct, with respect to what 
is called lO" winter fruit." _·Ofthis dl~s of apples 
great quantities are raised,. of a very superiqr ~uali\y 
and flavour, alth9Ugh not even ordin8rY'Csr:e i$ taken 
in their culture.. Cider forms a considerable eXPQrt 
from these counties, and is equal to any manufactu~­
ed on this side of the Atlantic. Plumbs,- pears, 
quinces, and cherries, are found in all good orchards; 
are perfectly naturalized to the climat~, and'bear 
abundantly. The following table, compiled from the 
returns of 1805 and 1827, shews the increase of stock 
during nineteen years : . 

• Under this general appellation is included every variety or 
apple, tbat ripens late in the autumn, and becomes fit for the table 
during the following.sprin, aDd summer. 
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Statement of Live Stock in the P'l'ovince of .NQVa- Scotia, per RetlJl'nS made in the Years 1808 and 1827, ana 

.Net Increase thereof in ,the latter Years. 

========--------==-~====-=~~~=~=-=-~~======~~===== 

Halifax··· • District of 
Do. Pictou &; 

(Hants •• 
~ I King's C 
co Annapo 

Colchester .... : ..... 
ounty •••• 

lis •••••••• 
ne- ••••••. I ~ I Shelbur 

.. ~ Queen's 
~ I Lunenb 
~ I Cumber 

County •• 
urgh •• •• •• 
IaDd.~ •••• 

lSydney .......... 

1808
1 

302 
1346 
1148 
1306 
]057 
414 

75 
209 
692 
214 

HORSES. 

182711ncrease·IDecrease \ 

1480 lL7S 
3049 1703 
2486 1338 
1789 483 
1351 294 

319 95 
163 88 
202 7 

1264 572 
848, 634 

HORNED CATTLE. 

1808 I 1827 \Increase, , IS08\ 
I 

2465 7588 5123 2320 
10652 21 878 11226 14547 
5385 9475 409U 7300 
722l 12580 5359 9354 
9220 13872 4652 12879 
660l 10039 3438 13630 
1248 2436 1188 1250 
5380 8978 3598 4416 
4326 8266 3940 4183 
4474 15706 11232 5485 

.......... 6763 6290 102 56972 l 081S 3846 7 '6 --Total.. 129511 1021 /1 , 5. \ 53 4/ 
Deduct •••••••••• / 
Net Increase· •••• ---:-----'--61881-----I·--l---i53,8.~ 

SHEEP. 

1827 \IlIcrease. ! 
8759\ 6439 

33841 19294 
14863 7563 

IR5H j 9220 
27042 ]4l63 
20752 7122 
2739 1487 

1I238j 6822 
11576 7393 
24349 18864 

173 98 367 

9S,3ti7 

SWINE. 

180S , 

1420 
6678 
2920 
3897 
3479 
2591 ' 
726 

5781 
2102 
2101 

1827 

416 
1985 

592 
823 
680 
598 
194 

Ilnersll . 

6 2746 
7 13579 
7 3007 
2 4335 
4 3325 
6 3395 
1 1215 
1 3550 
3 3431 
5 5604 

533 
553 
770 

27 6951 71482/43,787 

I I 



CHAPTER Viti . 

.an Historical 8ketch of Ctlloniai Trade- TablU esAibit­
ing emnptrratifJ' ~ of tM 7mcIc of ~~&DCifI 
CIt different ptriocls-Revenl.let ~~ 

Wh~n 4merica W8$ .first dls.cQve~c!, the motivee 
whb~h inc!uced incJividtuJJs tomipte ~Q tile GoJQni_. 
w~re, in some instances, the mines and precipQII me­
tals, and iJl others rel~~f from religious perse~tiQ"'; 
bllt the par~~t state had I!~ definit~, olUec~ in view­
~ubllP opinion was muc~ d~vide4, q to tbe ~~~ 
eQI3Y of engaging in these tranaatiantio settlellleIJt& 
lIuIlJ.8 informs us, that "speoull~tive J'eaao~m dJ1r­
iog that earJy age, raJ sed many objecpon .. tp ,Ute 
planting of these reIlJ.ote ColonieBt and fQretold t~ 
"fter draining the mother countrles of ~i~~ 
they would lOon shake off her yoke, and erect an ill· 
~epeDdent government in America." The :Qritith 
Polonies,therefore, owe their origin mQre to fortuitp,,* 
ciroums~nceB and civil COmmoUQIl', thQ; t~ :tht' . 
wisdom Qr poli.cy of thegoverng;a,eQt ,of tJw.tc!~1:; and 
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the opinion which isgenerally entertained, that they 
were founded for the extension of commerce, and for 
markets for British Goods, is erroneous. So late as 
1622, the exports of Enq-Iand were .£!,320,486, and 
the imports £2,619,3 I 5. We may al80 form some opi­
n~on of the sta~e of her manufactures, by the condi­
tion of her agriculture, inasmuch as it furnishes the 
materials for the labour of art. The sudden transi-. 
tions so often mentioned by historians, from the 10\\"-

est to the highest price of grain at that time, and the 
prodigious inequalities in its value in different years, . 
are suflicient.proofthat the produce entirely depend­
ed on the seasons, and that skin had done nothing to 
fence against the injuries of the heavens. The nation 
was- dependent on Foreigners forbread~ and ifever 
ihe supplies' from the Baltic, or from France, were 
interrupted, the bud consequences were felt by the 
Whole ·kingdom. Manufactures were few, and those 
.bui indifferent. Naval stores and ships were both 
supplied by their neighbours. Germany furnished. 
all articles of metal, even to nails. Wine, paper, 
JineDs; 'and an infinite varie.ty of other articles, eame . 
from France. MarketS, therefore, were not wanting 
to thoAe who were themselves importers. From this 
it is ~bvious, that accidental circumstances and not 
pOlitical foresight, gave birth to the Anglo American 
Provinces; and an attentive perusal of the history of 
that time, will convince us that the restriotions of 
Colonial. Trade· owe their "Origi~n to the same causes, 
-and not to national aflariee (Yf' ·illiberality. The firSt 
European'settlements were scattered and weak, and 
it became necessary to' shun the observations of· 
strangers, who might be invited to attack,' by the 

• .. 
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certaillty of success, or to plunder)by the knowl~dge 
of the value of the booty. Boundaries were unset~ 
~ed and titles insecure, and possession inf0l1D81 p~ 
incomplete; and as the interests of the Colonies of 
the several nations, and their respective cl!l'ml!l~ 

.were.adverse, the inclinations olthe contending ~r· 
ties became hostile, and little or no mutual jnter,. 
cou~ was allowed. This spirit of jealous ex-elusion, 
.though natural at first, grew confirmed by habit, and 
in time gave rise to th~t refined and complicatedsys.· 
tern of monopoly, with which the trad~ of ever! 
~~erican colony has been fettered'and restraine·d.­
Spain gave the first exa~ple, and in the exclusion of 
foreigners, took to herself not only the trade of her 
colonies, but even the manufacture of the articles of 
primary necessity for their supply. She would not 
permit them to make a~y efforts in industry, that 
might interfere with her own productions and these 
restrictions extended to the culture of the grape 
nod the olive, which were inhibited by seve1':e penal· 
ties. Great Britain soon perceiving that great advan· 
tages were to be derived from the commerce of Arne· 
.rica, followed, with many liberal modifications, the 

.. polioy of Spain, and monopoly became the principle 
of her Colonial intercourse. This was three·fold­
monopoly of sUPP,ly, monopoly ofprovincial'produoe, 
Ji.nd monopoly of manufacture. By t~e first, the 
Colonists could not . resort to foreign ~arkets.-­

By the second. they we're obliged to ca.rry their.sta­
,pIe commodities to the mother country; and by the 
third, to carry them in a raw state to b~ manufac­
tured, . and then sent back to them for their own COD­

sumption. 
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In practice many indulgencies have, from titne t~ 
tim~, been extended to her transatlantic possessions; 
but ,in theory; this principle has been carried to 
the mos.t unlimited and extravagant extent. The 
Earl of Chatham asserted in Parliament "that the 
British Colonists in America had no right to manu· 
factilre even a nail for a horse shoe." . 
, To render the account of the trade, at present en· 
joyed by this Province, intelligible to those not en-

- gaged in mercaIitile pursuits, it will be necessary,and 
J hbpe acceptable to the generality of readers, to give, 
liS briefly as is consistent 'with perspicuity, an histo­

. ricalsketch of the origin and principal changes of the 
coibmercial system of ,the Colonies, previous to the 
new navigation laws. First-as regarded the trade 

, between them and Europe; secondly, between the 
Colonies themselves; and ,thirdly, between them 
and the United States. 

Fint.-AI!I it regarded the trade between them 
anti Europe, the foundation upon which this intri­
cate system was huilt, was thefamous 8tatute, called~ 
by way of eminence, the navigation aCf, the rudiments 
of whicb were rramed in 1650.-The rcsistnnoo of­
fered by llarbadocs to Oliver Cromwell, and its at­
ta:chment to Chnrles the 2nd, occasioned the prohi­
bition of all foreign ships from trading with the Eng­
Ush plantations, and of the importation of Goods in· 
to England or ita dependencies, in any other than 
Etlglish bottoms, or in ships of that European 
nation of which the merchandize imported . was 
th~ genuine produce and manufacture. At the 
restoratiotl, notwithstanding the origin of the aot, 
those provisions were continued by the 12th C. tnd, 
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, Chap. 18, with this very m~terial addition, that the _ 

master and three fourths of the ·erew should b8 ERg .. 
lish subjects,and that certain m'ticles, tbereinenume .. 
'rated, the production of any English Colony, in Asia, 
Africa, or America, should not be exported to any 
place, except to some other English plantation, or tG 

England, Ireland, Wales or :Berwick. Three yeam 
afterwards these restrictions were extended and 
strengthened by the 15th C. !<I, Chap.7,which; after 
stating that plantations were formed of citizens· of 
the Mother Country, declares the motive of the ·act 
to be "the maintaining a greater correspondence 
and kindness between the subjects at home, and 
those in1he plantations; keeping the Colonies in a· 
firmer dependence upon the Mother Conntry, mak­
ing them ret more beneficial and advantageous to it.; 
in the further employment and increa!lle of English 
shipping, vent of English manufactures and commu­
ditiest rendering the navigation to and from them 
more safe and cheap ; and making this JUngdom 8 

staple not only of the commodities of the pllintatiOllB, 
but also of the commodities of other coontriesand 
places for the supply of them; it being the usage of 
other natiODS to keep their plantation trade to them­
selves." 

This Act ordained that no commodity of the growth 
or production of Europe, should be imported into the . 
British plantations, but such!l8 were laden Rnd put 
on boRrd in Englnnd , Wales, or Berwick, and ,in Eng­
lish shipping, nayjgated according to taw, and oar­
ried 'directly to the colonies. With the exception of 
salt for the fisheries, wines from Madeira and the 

Azores, and horses and victuals from Ireland· aud 
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Scotland. B.y a subseqnent act, passed in the 7th 
and 8th WilIm"Sd, 8. Ud, the produce o£ the. cola. 
nies- was not permitted to be shipPed to Ireland or 
5Cotlali~ unless first landed in England, and its im­
portation was restricted to ships built ill England-, 
Ireland, or the Plantations, wholly owned by Eng­
lish subjects, and navigated according to Law.­
Provision also was made for the registry of vessels1 
together with various regulations to prevent counter­
feit certificates and other frauds. 

Amongst other regulations for securing the due ex­
ecution of the navigation acts, a duty walil imposed 
bpon the principal "enumerated" commodities, when 
not intended to be 90nveyed· to Great Britain; for it 
·had been found, that under colour of shipping the ar­
ticles for aQother British colony or PJantatitm, they 
were often vended at sea to the shipping ~f other. na­
tions, or transported to Europe direot.These. arti: 
cles, from having been particularly specified in the 
acts, have been very generally distinguished from 
those not named by the common appellation of " enu­
merated" artieles, and were of two sorts-first, such 
as were either the peouliar-produce of America, or 
·as CQuld not be, or. at least were not, produced in the 
mother country.-Secondly, such as were not. the 
Mculiar produce of America, but 'Which were or might 
be produced in the mother country, though not in 
auch quantities as to. afford Ii sufficient supply,and 
-were therefore obtained from European count~s. 
By confining the .enumerated articles to the home 
.markets, the merchants were not only enabl~ to 
. buy 'them cheaper in the plantations, and. conse-
quently sell them at· a better profit at home, -bu.t to 

Digitized by Google 



888 

~stablish between the plantations and . foreign Coun. 
tries an advantageous carry-ing trade, of which Great 
Britain was necessarily the 'ce~tre or emporium," as 
·the' European country into which the articles were 
first to be imported. The importation of articles of 

. the second kil'ld was so manag~d 88 to interfere, not 
wit,. the sale of those of the same kind which were 
produced at home, but with the sale of those import­
ed·from foreign countries; beeause,by means of pro­
per duties,the.Y might be rendered always ~ea~r 
than the former, ·and yet much cheaper than the lat­
ter. . This was intended to' operate as a disCourage.:. 
.m'entto the produce of some fo~ign countrieS, with 
which the balance of trade was held to be unfavour-• 
able to Great Britain. These, with many other iIi­
termediate and subsequent statutes, in amendment 
of, and addition there tOt completed this artificial and 

restrictive system. 
It was deemed expedient, however, to depart in 

Borne measure from the severity of these laws,· by 
.permitting the exportation of most of the enumerat­
ed commodities, ·from the sugar colonies direct to 
Malta and Gibraltar, and alloWing the exportation of 
a great variety of European articles from Malta and 
Gibraltar, direot to the said sugar plantations, and 
to Newfoundland, BermUda; and the colonies' in 
North Amerioa. To e:ltend also the trade of -the 
North American colonies, and encourage the fishe­
ries, the Jading of other articles was permitted in 
ports of Europe, south of Cape Finisterre, on board 
ships arriving from the said colonies, either with ar .. 
. ticles the production thereof,or withJ;Jritish American 
fish. Such was'the nature of the law and policy re-
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Fding tl)~ trad~ with E~"'Op8 ; and -.s Do~e of the 
COlln~ries sQ~th of Cape Finis~erre w~re nmnufac­
t~ring ~un~rie!i, it was not coJJsidered that apy iDj9-
11 QDulq ari~, ip conseque~ce of a c;l~parture fr()Rl tlle 

~lonial systelIl in ~he4' favo1J.1". 
~ecqnPly--Witq respsQt to the tr~~~ lle~w~ep. the 

Col9,Dip" thems~lves, both ilJ. ,the eD1lPlerat~ ~~ 
non-enumerlf.tep. ~JP.~cij~J8S, it w,.. perfectly fr~, 
~x~ept ~ to qats, woo, aJ}d wqollc;n lJl/lnuf~cto~, 

ll)~ e1iport,at~o~ of wl)ioh was· Wholly DrQhib~te4 tp 

ImY pll:l~! 'f,l)i!J proqiQitmn w~ ~~t~Jlde4 to pr~v~~t 
~e establ"hlQE;pt of ~py maDqf~Qwri.,~ of sP-C?b C!lDl­
mp#Jiw.ff m th~ British colqp~es, toth~ inj~ry of the, 

• 8~t ~'flde of the mother co»ntry. 
'Fqurthly-Ever since the IndependeJlQ8 of the 

'~United States," tbe Trade of.tbe ~ritish QolQpi~ 

hilS been ImlUect to peelJ.li~. lirpJta\iGQ.$ and fe~tric­
tions with respect to its interQOu~e with tJl~ 

(01lntJ'y'! lJaving broke off their politie:ai QQn~c­
~n witl1 Great Bri4dB, and become. the rivals qf 
EpgJllnd in trAd~ and Il)Bnufacturelil, it Was thQught 
ij~ceSSllry to confine the imports to Tot)~cco, NQ.val 

~res, apd such articles ~s the BrUish ColoD~8 did 
PM PJ'odl,le~ in Sl1tfi~~t quantiues for their OWD use 
and conl!lumptio~, and .whieh CQuJd nQtbe obtained 
elsewhere ; and tQ confine the expoJ"ts to solDe enu­

ffler~t1i'd ~JIlmodities and goQe¥, not PJ'Ohibited to 
For.eigq countries in Epl'ope; such a.rl~~es and goQds 
t>~iDg imP9rte.d and exportecJ by British .subjects~4 
fn Uritj,sh ship', except as ~o importft.tioQs iQto Ber­

IIJlJcJa, of iJlq articles first mentjoD~, anel e~r~­

~i~ froJll. th~ B@JllIlBS ,of the an,icle of Salt. 

To p~ey'nt a oirouito\l. tz:. in tl\e'Qrtioles per-
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mitted to be imported direct; articles of the like des­
cription were prohibited to be imported from the Is­
lands and Colonies under the dominion of " Foreign 
European Sovereigns or States," except in cases of 
emergency, for the supply of the inhabitants, orfrom 
the " Portuguese Colonie!;" but such importations 
were directed to be made by British subjects and in 
British ships. Such are the leading features of the 
old commercial monopoly of the Colonies, which ran 
through no less than twenty-nine Acts of Parliament, 
from ,the year 1660, to the unfortunate period of 1764; 
but the liberal and enlightened policy of modern 
times has questioned the propriety and ,utility of 
these restrictive measures; and the late admini~tra-' 

tions have, by several Acts of Parliament,. left the' 
trade of the colonies as unfettered as is consistent 

, , 

with the true interests of England, and the proper 
dependancy of these distant parts of the Empire. 

, , 

After £lome experiments, not essential to be detail-
ed, made by the means of free ports, the celebrated 
" new navigation laws, 4 Geo. 4, Chap. 44 and 45,." 
were passed. The first regulated the trade of the. 
Colonies in America or the West Indies, with other 
parts of America or the West Indies-and the second 
regulated the trade of the Colonies in America or the 
West Indies, with other parts of the world. The 
former, after repealing a number of acts, either in 
whole or in part; permitted the importation from an.y 

foreign country in North or South America, or West 
Indles, into colonial free ports, certain enumerated 
articles, consisting chiefly of bread stuff, ,provision, 
lumber, Jive stock, seeds and raw materials, subject 
to specified duties; whieh were,by the act, appropti~ 
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ated to the ul!le of the colonies where they were to 
be collected-with a proviso that the importation 
should be made on British bottoml!l, or vessels bona 
fide the build of and owned by the inhabitants of the 
country of which the articles imported were the 
growth or manufacture. It also permitted the expor­
taiWn from the said free ports, of any article of th~ 
gr~th or manufacture &j any of IN MajestY'B Dominions, 
or any other article legally imported into the B4id Porl8~ pro­
vided the vessels carryin g the same, whether British 
or Foreign, proceeded direct to the country in Ame­
rica or ~he West Indies to which they respectively 
belonged. The other acts, regulating the trade be­
tween the Colonies and Europe, permitted the expor;. 
tation in British built vessels, owned and navigated 
according to law, of any article, the growth or manu­
facture of said Colony, or legally imported into the 
same direct, to any foreign port in Europe or Africa, 
or to Gibraltar, the Island of Malta, or the depen­
dencies thereof, or the Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, 
Alde.rney, or Sark ; it also authorised the importation 

. from any port in the above-mentioned countries, of 
certain articles enumerated in a sehedule annexed 
to the Act, on the payment of duties, to be applied in 
a similar manner as those arising under the other act. 

The very liberal provisions of these two acts were 
afterw~ds consolid~ted, with many valuable im­
provements, into one statute, the 6 Geo. 4th, Cap. 
114, entitled "an Act to regulate the trade of the 
British possessions abroad;" which took effect on 
the 5th of January, 1826. 

This act commences by directing that no goods, 
except the produce ofthe fisheries in British ships, be 

Digitized by Google 



887 

exported from any of the British possessions in Ame­
rica, by sea ,from or to any place other than the Unit­
ed Kingdom and its possessions, except to and from 
certain free ports, the number of which his Majes­
ty is empowered to increase, of which HJlllfax was 
one. 

Permission is granted, by the Act, to the ships of 
any nation having colonies thatshaU grant to British 
ships a similar privilege, and to them not having 
colonies that should place the com~erce and navi­
gation of Great Britain and her possessions, on the 
footing of the. most favoured nation,. to import into 
any of the British possessions abroad, from the coun­
try to which they belong, goods, the produce of 

. those countries, and to export goods frQm spch pos­
sessions, to be carried to any foreign country. what­
ever.W Instead of enumerating the articles which 
may be imported, the act contains a brief " table of 

restrictionl!l. " 
After which it prescribes a table of duties on the 

Imports, chiefly advalorem, and directs the Collec­
tor to pay the produce thereof over to the Colonial 
Treasurer, to be appropriated by the General Assem­
bly. One of the most important clauses, is that 
which establishes certain of the Free Ports, viz.­
KiDlJSton, in the ilfland of Jamaica, Halifax,t in 
Nova Scotia, Quebec, in Canada, Saint John, iD 
New Brunswick, and Bridge Town, in the Island of 

Barbadoe&-to be Warehousj~ wrts, for all goods 
which may be legally imported into th~m ; and per­
mits any such articles, under certain regulations, to 

• The AmericaDl have not availed themselvu of the bllDefit of 
this act. 

t Pictou hu latell beea coaetituted a free Wareh~uaiDB Port. 
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be warehoused without payment of any duty on the 
first entry thereof. These, with many enaotments 
of minor importance, constitute the present naviga .. 
tion law of the Colonies. Thus cnded colonial mono .. 
poly, and with it, it is to be hoped those ungenerous 
feelings which led many persons in Great Britain to 
suppose, that although members of the same Empire, 
their interests were distinct from ours--that any be .. 
nefit derived to us, from an inter.colonial trade, was 
an indirect disadvantage to them; and that the pover­
ty of the colonies, which that very monopoly created, 
while it rendered us sometimes burthensome' and 
often importunate, was a reason for viewing us rather 
in the iightofneedy dependents than good customers. 

The benefit of this extension of trade, and th e 
soundness of the principle 011 which it is founded, 
will soon appear in the increase, of the national ship­
ping-in the impulse given to colonial enterprise-in 
the growing demand for British Manufaotures, and 
in more punctual remittances. It will add another 
proof of the fact, that the independance of the Uni­
ted States 80 clearly demonstrated; that these 'Ame­
rican Provinces become better customers to Great­
Britain, in proportion to the means they possess' of 
enriching themselves: and that their importations 
will always keep pace, with the increase of the other 
branches of colonial trade. 

But there is another and much more important re­
sul~ from this enlightened policy. It will tend to 
strengthen t!te bond of union between the 'mother 
eountry and her transatlantic pOl!lsessions, if not from 
a principle of gratitude, at least from those feelings 
of interest, which lJlore or less actuate all mankind. 
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It must be obvious to every colonist, that the po. 
litical dependance of his country is little more than 
nominal-that he has much to hazard by any change 
of Government, and little to hope for-that while he 
is indebted to Great Britain for the free constitution 
which has been so liberally granted to him, the most 
perfect political protection, and as much commercial 
freedom as he can desire ; he is not called upon to 
bear any portion of the public burden, . or to contri. 
bute in the smallest degree to the national defence. 

On a comparison· of his situation with that of an 
inhabitant of the United States, he can discover 
nothing desirable-either political, civil, or religious, 
which·h.e does not enjoy equally with him; while a 
Go~ernment more con·genial to his feelings, a total 
exemption from taxation, a state of society more 
permanent and more agreeable, must convince him 
that he has no inducement to become a citizen of a 
J.l,epublican Government. 

Subjoined are some comparative statementS of the 
Trade of Nova-Scotia, at different periods, and also 
an account of the Revenue collected during the last 
year, and the purposes to which ~t hal' been oppJied. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OJ the object. of Natural Hiltory In Nf1D4-8cotia. 

In an infant colony) where subsistence is the chief 
, object of every man's attention, there are very few 

to be found who have a taste for natural history, and 
still fewer who have leisure to pursu e their researches 
to any extent. A detailed account of that of Nova­
Scotia is for this reason not·practicable. The study 
of it belongs to a more 8dvanced state of society 
than exists in this country. It requires a laborious, 
patient, and expensive examination; but such is th~ 
variety of interesting objects, presented in its seve­
ral departments, that it will amply repay the trouble 
of investigation. The Zoology and Botany of this 
Prov~oe are similar' to that of some parts of the 
United States, but there is Jess 'novelty in the for­
mer, (with the exception of the insects) than in the 
latter. The Geological structure is particularly in­
teresting. Until within a few years, the obstacles 
presented by the impenetrable forest, with which 
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the surface of the country is covered, prevented any 
attempts being made to examine it. Part of it has 
not yet been traced, and 'those portions which have 
been s';ll'veyed, are but partially, and superficially 
explored. Those gentlemen who have been engag­
ed in thia pursuit have most kindly furnished me 
with their observations ; and to Richard Smith and· 
Richard Brown, Esquires, I am wholly indebted for 
the third section of this chapter. 

SEC:rION I. 

ZooWgy.- Quadrupeds. 
When Nova Scotia was first discovered,it nbound~ 

ed with a great variety of native animals. The 
chace and the fishery were the chief objects of at· 
tmction to the early emigrants; and as the nativ~s 
were ignorant of the value of the furs, immense 
quantities were procured from th.em in barter, for 
art.icles of no intrinsic value. The exchange which 
they made of their bows and traps for fire arms, en. 
abled them to make an article of commerce of those 
herd" which nature intended for their subsistence, 
and such was the eagerness with w.hich the chace 
was prosecuted, that in less than, a century many!!\pe· 
des became extinct. Elks have long since disap­
peared, and the catalogue of those animals which 
still remain is not numerous. 

Moose, cariboo, bear, fox~ lynx, weasel, martin, 
otter, mink, fisher, woodchuck, hare, racoon, porco­
p~e, squirrel, rat, mouse, bat, mole, beaver, mus­
quash. The moose is the largest animal of our fo­
rest, andis generally sixteen hands high. He is .of 
the deer kind, with palmated horns, weighing from 
thirty to forty pounds, which are shed annually i~ 
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February. He has no brow antlers. H~ head is 
long, neck short, ears large and pointed,and nostrils 
greatly distended. His upper lip, commonly called 
the moule, is very broad and pendant, his legs re- . 
markably long, his tail short, his withers elevated, 
and covered with a thick hair, like those of the buf­
falo. There is also a tuft of black hair dependent 
from his rieck.· His hoof is cloven, and when he 
trots, the clattering of it is heard at a great distance. 
His colour is a light grey,·mixed with a dark red. 
His hide is very suitRble ror leather,· being thick and 
strong, yet soft and pliable, the hair is long and 
elastic,· and proper for matrasses. His lesh is 
blacker than that of the ox, but tender and delicate, 
easy of digestion, palatable an~ nourishing. He ru­
minateslike the ox, and feeds on moss, on the-natu­
ral grass of intel"Vales, and on the leaves and tender 
buds of a species of the- maple, caned moose wood. 
When the Indians kill a moose, they carefully pre­
serve the sinews, of which they make the strongest 
cords, and the tongue a_nd moufte are sold as great 
delicacies. His gait is an exceedingly fast trot, 
wbich he is enabled to prolong for a considerable 
length of time, and bis course tbi'ough the woods is 
proverbially straight. In summer, to avoid the an­
noyance of flies, he frequently wades int? the lakes, 
where he feeds on aquatic grasses -and pond )flies. 
·In winter they form berds, and wh~n the snow is 
. deep, they describe a cirole, and press the snow with 

. . 
their feet, until it becomes hard, which is called by 
hunters a yard, or pen. Hete they remain until the 
snow dissoives. or until they have consumed aU the 
branches and bark suitable for food. As soon as the 
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,now becomes encrusted in March, by alternate 
thaws and frosts; the Indians go out in quest of them. 
By the aid of rackets or snow shoes, they are enabled 
to pass over the indurated surface, . with great ease 
and rapidity ; while the Moose, who breaks through 
the icy crust, at every step with his small and fork­
ed feet, wounds his legs and extricates himself with 
difficulty and fatigue from the holes. In this manner 
he is wearied out, overtaken, and shot. 

Caribou.-This animal is distinguished by having 
brow antlers, which are rounder than the horns of 
the Moose, and meet nearer at the extremities. It is 
not so tall as the Moose, but of amazing swiftneBl!l, 

. and its hoofs being very large in proportion to ita 
legs, it is not so easily overtaken. It is customary, 
therefore, to lie in wait for them at certain defiles, 
where they are known to pass, or near waters and 
feeding grounds ~o which they resort. They are 
lIupposed to be a species of the rein .deer, of the 
northern parts of Europe. The flesh is very tender, 
an~ of better flavour than that of the Moose, and the 
skin is soft and tough, and makes a valuable leather: 
The Indians make use of the tendons for Th~ead.-

• The Moose and the Deer are still numerous in thill 
Country. 

Bear.-The black bear only is found in Nova-Seo­
tia. He is "larger than the European Bear, and haa 
been known to weigh more than four hundred pounds. 
Altjlough carnivorous, he is timid, unless wounded 
or hungry. He feeds UpOD Duts, berries, cOrn, &:0. 
and sometimes upon sheep, calves and pigs. He gan 

climb any tree large enough to sllstain his weight or 
fill hisgrasp. When the winter sets in, heretirell to 
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his den, which is generally a cave or .hollow tree, 
without making the slightest provision for his sup­
port, during the severity of the season. Here he 
remains in a torpid state until the return of Spring. 
The meat is very palatable, and the hbm is said to 
be ·a delicacy. The Indians constantly anoint them­
selves with the fat, to prevent the annoyance of the 
musquitoeS and flies, and to avoid those rheumatie 
affections, to which they are rendered llusceptible by 
a constant exposure to the vicissitudes of the wea­
ther. The skin is the most valuable of any of the 
native animals, and when dressed wiih the shag on, 
is much llSed o:a covering for sleighs, and man,. 
useful articlea of apparel. 

libIr.:-OfFoxes there are four vai'ieties~ilver.fox> 
red fox, grey fox, and black fo:lt, alt of· which ilre 
smaller, and possessed of less speed and strength 
than the English fox. 

'LyM.:-We have two species of the Lynx, the·fi'tst 
having. derived its narne from the French, Loop Ce)" .. 
vier, is pronounced by the English inhabitants and 
Indians, £ucifee, the othel" the wild cat. 'rhe Loup 
0enlW, when full grown, measures four feet from 
head to tail, the tail five inches. In colour it varies, 
but is generally ~f a light grey, with a slight ·tinge of 
red,intenpersed withminote spots of blaek. The 
back of the 'ears and the top of the tail· are-black, and 
there is a weU. defined streak of ,the mme colour, ex .. 
tending the whole length of his back. The throat, . 
breast, and belly, are white. Its -shape is thick and 
strong, ami it mnds eighteen inches high. The 
hair is long, bu1 thick and fine, and extends to the 
feet. 'IHs poWerful and fierce, :feeding upon hares, 
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partridges, &c. and often committing very great de­
predations among the flocks of sheep. He howls in 
the manner of a wolf, and as he is armed with stroDS' 
and sharp talons, and can climb a tree with great fa­
cility t he is seldom killed by dogs, but taken in 
steel traps, baited with the carcass of a lamb. . 

The Wild Cat differs from the Loup Cervier ill 
~ize and ~n' colour. It is about one quarter smaller, 
and its colour is more bordered with black. It is al­
so distinguished by having shorter hair on the legs, 
by the, absence of the black tuft on the tail, and the 
spots on the ears. In other respects it resembles the 
Loup Cervier in appearance, and is very similar to it 
in its habits and propensities'. 

The Weasel is about nine inches long, includingthe 
tail, which, meaSW'es two inches and a half, its 
height is not above two inches and a half, so that 
it is almost four times as long as it is high. It is 
round bodied, slender, active and quick sighted. 
The, eyes are smoll, round and black. It has whisk­
ers like a cat, but has two more teeth than any of 
the cat kind, having thirty-two in number. Its co­
lour is a dusky white, approaching to yellow on the 
back. It dwellS in the cavities of trees or rocks,and 

,feeds upon rats, Iquirrels, eggs and poultry. It 
sometimes visits farm houses, when it is particular­
ly useful in destroying rats and mice, which it follows 
into their hiding places. The ermine, or white wea­
se), is extremely rare, and differs from tbp other in 
colour, which is perfectly white, with a tip of black 
on the tail. 

The Martin resembles the weasel in appearance. 
It is about sixteen inches long, the tail ten inches. 
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Ita colour is brown, with dark shades, and its fur is 
much valued. There nre two varieties, the yellow 
breasted and white breasted. 'fhe former is larger, 
darker coloured, and more valuable, but has become 
very scarce. The martin is very destructive to 
partridges and smal.! birds, and feeds on squirrels, 
field mice, rats, grain, and honey. It i~ said to be 
a great «;lnemy to cats, and will even attack the wilsl 
eat, which, though much stronger, is often beaten 
and sometimes killea. 

Otter.-:-This animal is about four feet long, exclu­
sive of the tail, (which measures sixteen inches) and 
is generally about a foot and a half in circumference. 
From its peculiar mode of living and its hab~ts1 it has 
been represented as an amphibious animal-but this 
is not the case. The formation. and appearance of its 
head resembles that of the beaver, but its teeth are 
like those of the dog .. Its head and nose are broad 
and fiat, the eyes are ncarer the nose than is usuru 
in quadrupeds, and placed in such a manner as to 
discern every· object that is above them. This pe­
culiarity gives it an advantage when lurking at the 
bottom of a brook for its prey, as the fish cannot per­
ceive any object that is under them. It is always 
observed when in chace of fish, to swim against the 
stream. It lives in ·holes on the banks of streams, 
provided with an aperture to admit the air, and fur­
nished with several entr:ulces under water, for the 
purpose of retreat, in case of an attack. The colour 
of the otteds darker than that of the beaver, and is 
tinged with grey on the breast and belly., It is strong 
and fierce, and will defend itself with great courage; 
but when taken young may. be tamed and taught to 
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fish for its owner. It feeds on fish, amphibious ani­
mals, poultry, and the bark of trees, &c. 

Th~ Mink is of the otter tribe, but smaller and pro­
verbially black. Its tail is round, fiat, and without 
hair. It subsists in the same manner as the otter, but 
is more destructIve of Poultry, which it kills by 
taking off the head and sucking the blood. 

The Fisher, sometimes called black cat, and black 
fox, is an animal much resembling the martin. His 
colour is black, with the exception of the head and 
neck, which are grey. Its length is two feet; circum- • 
ference one foot, and the length of his tail twelve 
inches. It is rarely to be met with, ~nd solely taken 
for its fur. 

Wood Chuck.-Is a small animal of a reddish grey 
colour, that burrows in' the ground like a rabbit. It 
is extremely fat, and its flesh is eaten by the Indians. 
Early in the autumn it become$ torpid, and continues 
in that state until May, when it appears abroad in 
search of esculent plants; It is about fifteen inches 
long, and its circumference is so great as to give it 
the appearance of being round. 

Hare.-This animal is unlike both the English hare 
and rabbit, being larger than the one, and smaller 
than the other, but approaches nearer to the hare. 
In winter it is perfectly white-in summer it is b~wn, 
except on the belly, which is.grey. ' They are ex­
tremely numerous, and as they are easily ensnared, 
are taken in great numbers by the Indians. 

The Raccoon resembles the fox in the size and shape 
of lts body. Its head and teetli are ~imilar to those 
of a dog. It is about twenty-six inches in length, 
and its tail tw~lve. Itis covered with a long, thick, '- ..... ;-
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and soft hair of a brown colour, slightly tinged with 
grey. Its eyes are large, of a greenish colour, and 
encompassed by a circle of black. Its tail is round, 
bushy, tapering to the end, and annulated with s~ 

, veral black bars. Its limbs are short, the fore 1_ 
shorter than the hinder. Its feet are armed with 
sharp claws, and it leaps with surprising agility. In 
its manners it resembles the squirrel. In eating it 
sits up on its hind legs, and serves itself with its fore­
paws, immersing its dry food in water before it eats 
it. It is often tamed, and to be. found in the wig­
wams of the Indians. In its wild state it lives iIi hol­
low trees, and. feeds on the bark of trees, acorns, 
and beech nuts ; but when domesticated, will feed 
on milk, bread, eggs, and is particularly fond of 
8weets. It feeds by night, and during the winter . 
IDOllths seldom leaves its den, from whence it is ge­
nerally said to live in a torpid state during that peri­
od. Its Hesh is fit t.o eat, and its fur is preferred by 
hatters to all others, but that of the beaver. 

TM Porcupine is about the size of a lap-dog, but 
, does not Rtand so high from the ground. It is cover­

ed with long brown hair, interspersed on the back, 
sides, and tail, with stiff hollow white spines, about 
the size of a small wheat straw. These are tipped 
with black, sharp at the ends, sUghtly"barbed, and 
are commonly called qums. These spines are the 

- natural defence of the animal, and are so easily de­
tached from its body, as to have given rise to the 
general opinion, that it has the power to shoot them. 
It has four toes on the fore feet, and five on the hind, 
armed with sharp claws, with which it is enabled t6 
climb trees. The female produces two at a birth. It 
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dw.ells in hollow treeB, or in oav:ities under their 
roots. It 'feeds on nuts, buds, and the bark and bal-
80m ofthe·fir ttee. Its flesh is palatable and·nutriti­
ous, and :its quills ate much valued by ·the :Indians, 
who dye them of various oolours,and use them .in 
o1'1lamenting their moohaeens, belts, o.ndbirehen 
baskets. 

BelJlJer. The beaver is knBrilphibious animal, and 
iaidto form the connecting link between quadrupeds 
~d fishes. Its length is ubouttwo·feet nine inches. 
It has four front . teeth called ineisoN, the two upper 
truncated and excavated With a traD8V~rse ·QngJe ; 
the two·lower tramtverse at the tips. They have 
al80 sixteen glindeN; eight -in the upper jaw, 'and 
the ·same numbe'r in -the lower. With the fOldler 
they out down trees of·soft wood, llIuch as white 'rna­
-pIe, white birch, poplar, alder and willow; sntlwjth 
the latter they ,break any hard substances. . The 
fore :feet are very short, ·and the toes separate ; the 
binder feet are membraneous, and adapied for swim­
ming. '.I'he tail is oval,soaly, destitute of 'hair, and 
about a foot in hmgth. The body is ~overed with 
S()ft glossy.fur, of a brown colour, and the'skin ge­
nerally weighs two pounds. The castor·used in me­
tlioine, is found insDes, fotmed behind':the kidneys. 
Beavers dwell in housell of their own construction, 
for which purpose tbey sometimes unite and form 
Communities. These al'ebuilt either in ponds or 
running streams. ·If in the former, there is no aces­
mon fOl'a·dtltn,but merely to selectl1 situation which 
will admit of-am opfin p-8gltage,from .the eelhlr'tb the 
wat:er,undertheice. :Ifin·the latter, they select a 
str&amwhich'is capttble of being darned, Ifnd htlving 
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cut down trees Buitabie for their purpose, they com­
mence making the foundation of the dams, by plac­
ing the sticks up and down the stream, and cement­
ing them with mud. When the dam is erected it 

. receives a final coating of mortar ml\de of twigs and 
clay, fOr which purpose their tails serve as trowels. 
There is always a sufficient sluice made in the dam 
to carry off the surplus water. Almo~ all the wild 
meadows of the country have been made by these 
beaver· dams, which, by eovering the grQund with 
water, destroy the trees and bushes, and form a re­
servoir, in which the melted snow and autumnal 
rains deposit the rich particles of soil which they de­
tach from the higher grounds in the vicinity. When 
the dam is bUilt they pl'Oceed to erect their houses. 
These· they build of the same wood which servea 
them for food,· and in selecting the trees for their­
formation, they are careful to choose those near the 
water, that they may be floated down the stream, or 
to cut them in such a manner that they may fall in 
the proper direction. Their houses generally COD.- _ 
sist of two or three stories, and are so const1'Qcted 
that the upper floor shaH be above the level of the 
highest flood, and perfectly dry. The shape of the 
building is oval, and the covering is imperYious to the 
weather. Of the size of· the trees which these ani­
mals cut down, many wonderful stories have been 
told, but it- may be affirmed that they have been 
knoWD to fell a tree eighteen inches in diameter. 
~is, however, is by no meaDS common, and the 
trees which they usually select, average about eight 
inches. Their food in winter consists of the bark ~f 
poplar logs and other· wood, which they generally 
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provide io the autumn, and sink in the pond near their 
dwelling houses. As there are aiways several breath­
ing holes in the ice, which the Beavers keep coo-' 
stantly open, the Indians select' one of these, for the 
poSition of their trap. A short stake is driven into the 
ground, to whicli the trap ~s fastened to prevent its 
being carried off by the Beaver. The trap is then 
strewed with pieces of willow or alder, of which that 
animal is very fond, and in this manner he is gene­
rally decoyed. When a Beaver first perceives an 
enemy, he gives a smart blow on the water with the 
broad part of his tail, at which signal the whole fa­
mily disperse under water. It is not inconvenient for 
it to remain a long time in the water, nor is its fur 
injured, even when the animal is drowned in the 
traps. The best fur is that which is taken in Fe­
bruary and March; in summer it is considered much 
inferior. The Beaver is said to be the only anitnal 
that has a singularity in the womb,by which is shown 
the number of young brought forth at the last litter. 
A bardish round knot is always found for every cub 
she produced when she had her last progeny. This, 
for a long series of years, has never deceived the In­
dians. 

The oMwkral or oMUBfJUlISh, is an amphibious animal, 
and resembles the Beaver in its habits. It is about 
fifteen inches in Jength, -its tail about a foot, and si­
milar to that of a rat. It is Jess afraid of man than 
the Beaver, and is frequently found in ponds and 
creeks in the cultivated parts o!' the Country. 

BIRDS. 

No perfect catalogue of the Birds of Nova-Scotia 
has yet been made. They are generally known»y 
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their vernacular names, many of which are of Indi­
an· origin, and so difficult is it to obtain any accurate 
information on this head, that without attemptiRg to 
class them technica!ly, I have contented myselfwith. 
enumerating them in the common language of the 
Country. Most of them are birds of passage, and 
make their appearance in the Spring, or early part of 
Swnmer. The billejay, crow, partridge, snow bird 
and woodpecker, defr the severity ofthe elimate, and 
are to be found during the whole of the winter. 
Bald Earle Falco Cllcocephalu 
Brown Ea,le Falco fulvuB 
Large Brown Hawk Falco bndlooins 
Hen Hawk F.lco 'parveriol 
Pigeon Hawk Falco colun.ban ... 
Great eared Owl Strix Bubo 
White Owl Strix nyctia 
Speckled Owl Strix alueo 
Long eared Owl Strix otu. 
Bam Owl Strix p .... riD. 
Bird Hawk Laniul tnannus 
Crow Coroua coru 
Blue JaT. Corvua criltatns 
Hang BIrd OriOlll1 icterul 
Red winged Blackbird Oriolu. phmniciUl 
Golden Robin, or Gold Finch Oriolua Baltimore 
Crow black b4'd Grucula quilcula 
Cllckow CucuJua Americanaa 
Great red created Woodpllcker Picua piliatns 
Swallow Woodpecker Picua hirundinacius 
Red head Woodpecker picua erythrocephaIns 
Wbite back Woodpecker PiCUB aUlatu. 
Carolina Woodpecker Picua caroliDUB 
Wooly back Woodpecker PiCUB pubeacenl 
White tail Woodpecker Picul villoml 
Speckled Woodpecker PiCUB maculo .... 
N lit hatch Sitta canadenlw 
King FiBher Alcid alcyGO 
Creeper . Certhia pinua 
Humming Bird Trochilus colubria 
White head Coot An ... pectabiliB 
Brown Coot Ana. fUlca . 
Black Duck Anai nigra 
White Goose Anu crythopua 
Bluiah GOOle Anu caeruJercenB 
Brant or Brent Anal bernit'la 
Wild or black GOOIC Ana. canadensis 
Sea Do,k Ana. molliaaima 
Dipper Anu albeola 
Old Wife Ana. strepera 
Quindar Anu bucephala 
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Whiatler 
Mallard or spring tailed Duck 
Lori and Lady or sea Pigeon 
Marsh Bird 
Rock Bird 
OxEye 
Beach Bird 
Black brauted Plover 
Kildee 
P,ed Plover 
Large spotted Plover 
Peep ... 
Partrid~ 
Wild Pidgeon 
Marah Lark 
Robin 
Thrush 
Thrasher or Mock Bird 
Cherry Bird 
CrOll-Bill 
Saow Bird 
Boblincon 
Red l.innet 
Chewheek 
Yellow Bird 
Winter Sparrow 
Chipping Bird 
Several Speciel of Sparrows 
Crested FI, Catcher 
Hedge Bird • 
Brown Fly Catcher 
CatBird 
Yellow CroWD 
Crape Bird 
1)1118 Bird 
Crested Wren 
Common Wren 
Created Titmouse 
)Jlae Titmouse 
Tom Teet 
Yellow ramped Tom Teet 
Little Hang Bird 
Bank Swallow 
Black Martin 
Bun Swallow 
Chimney" Swallow 
Wbip Poor Will 
Nigbt Hawk 
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Anaa c1angllla. 
Anas acuta 
Anal Sistrianica 
Tringa morinella. 
Trioga macutata 
Tringa lulicaria. J 
Tringa arenaria 
CharadrillS peaticula. 
CharadriuB vociferuli 
Charadrius apucarius 
Charadrius maculatus 
N alias carolinus' 
Tetru" manilandiclls 
Columba migratoria 
Alauda. magna 
Turdu8 migratorius 
Turdul rufus 
Turdus orpheus 
Ampelia garrulas 
Loxia. curvirostra 
Embyreza hyemalis 
Embyreza oryzivora 
Tanlgra rubra 
Tringilla erythrophallll& 
Tringilla tristis 
Tringilla griIIca -
Fringilla 
Fringill_ 
Muscicapa cinata 
MUlcicapa canadensis 
MUlcicapa fusca 
Muscicapa carolinensis 
J4l11cicapa Sara . 
Motacilla icterocephola 
J40tacilla eialia 
Motacilla regillus 
Motacilla trocpiluB 
ParUl bicolor 
Parus AmericennB 
Parul atricapillua 
Parua virginianua 
ParlllJ Pendulinus 
Hiron du riparia 
Hiron do purpuraa 
Hirun do subis 
Hirun do pelasgia . 
Caprimulgus l.u1'(lpceu 
• Caprimulgua Americanus-_. 

. INSECTS. 

No catalogue of the inseot~ of Nova-Scotia bas yet 
been arranged. Many of them are the same with 

• The acientiic nam •• are tho .. uled Illy Dr. Belknappe. This 
catalogue hu been carefully compared with bie list of bird. in New 
Hamplbire, many contained in his enumeration have not yet reach­
ed III, and bave therefore been omitted, but· there were only thr .. 
or four which were Deceual'1 to add to hi, catalogue. . 
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those in Great Britain, and other temperate climates; 
we, however,have many species whioh are not found 
there. Sorn. of the sepidoplerous class are exoeed­
iDgly beautiful. Of these a part fly by day, and a 
part by ~ht. Of the former, the speoies are not 
very numerous, but the latter are to be found in end­
leas variety of almost every colour, and every mix­
ture of colours. Though large collections have been 
made for many years, every,succeeding year has 
yielded many new species. Our swamps and pools 
abound wjth aquatio insects, some of whioh are very 
curious. In this branch of natural history, the wa­
ters of Nova-Scotia afford a rich field for scientifio 
research. 

Bone Whale 
Black fish 
linback 

Balkin, Shark 
Bon. Shark 

Ale"'e 
Bill 
Bellow. fiIh 
BiU &Ih 
Blue ah 
BODe eater 
Brook Inciter 
Bream 
Capeli., 
Cat fish 
Chub luuer 
Cod 
CUlIt 
Dab 
I>oQar lisll 
Plounder 
J'roat,,-

C. •• ,,". 
Lamprel do. 

JOIIH-WHALE SPECIES. 

Grampus 
Herrillghog 
Humpback 

SHARK SPECIES. 

Do,6aIa 
Man-eater shark 
lIaokerel .bark . 

Porpois 
Snulfer 
Sulph.r Whale 

Swing tail 
Seal 

JlONl AND CARTILAGENOUS. 

Haddo!lk 
Halibut 
Hake 
lier.rinl 
Horse mackerel 
Horn Bucker 
Jaggeen 
Lump Bucker 
Mackarel 
Minow 
Pollock 
Plaice' 
Perch 
Pond do. 
Pickerel 
Salmola 
'aq~ fisk 

EELS. 

Silver Eel 
Sand do. 

Salmon trout 
Sole 
Smelt 
Shrimp 
Sturgeon 
Sun /ish 
8culpioQ 
SpaniBh mackerel 
Squid 
Shad 
Skate 
Sea shad 
Sword fielt 
Tom c:od 
l·roul 
Wolf fish 
Wbfiu, 
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BIIIO crab 
Cockle 
Lobller 
),fuscl. 
Nipplo fish 
°Yller 

4,05 

SHELL PISH. 

Perriwinklo 
Qllahog 
Razor fisll 
Scallop . 
Sea Bpider 
Sea clam 

SECTION II. 

BOTANY. 

Shore do. 
Star fish . 
Sea crab 
Soldier crab 
Whore's egg 

Since the conquest of Nova.Scotiafrom the French,. 
Botanical rese~rches have seldom been made within 
it; and those who have forlned any collections, have 
generally confined their labours to the neighbourhood 
of Halifax. I am indebted for the following list, to 
the Rev. Dr. Coebran, the Vice-President of King's , 
College, Windsor, who has very kindly arranged it 
for me in alphibetical order, from notes, taken at dif­
ferent times, during a long series of years that he has 
resided in this Country. It is the most extensive 
and valuable catalogue of our nlltive plants that has 
ever been presented to the public, and as it is wholly 
the result of his own persQnal experience, it will 
doubtless be read with great pleasure by his nume­
rous pupils now scattered through this and the a.d­
joining Province of New Brunswick :--. 

LIST 01' PLANTS INDIGENOUS TO NOVA·SCOTIA. 

Scientific "'ames. 
Acaroa Cancellata 
Acer Saccharinllm 

PeDnlylvanicum 

. Rubrum } 

Montanum 
Achillea Millefoliam 
Actma Spicala 
Adiantllm Pedatum 

Capillus v~eri. 
Alilma plantagl) 
Agaricu. Campoltria 

Aurauticea 
AvellaDeus 

Vernacular Names. Time oj .ftowerj,ng. 

Sugar or Rock Maple 
Striped do 
Red ft9wering or 

while . do 
Swamp Maple 
Garrow or MiJfoil 
Necklace Weed 

August 
May 
June 
April 61 May 

July and August 
May and JUDe 

Maiden hair Auguat and Sflpt. 
HUer plantain July 
CommoD Mushroom 
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&imtific Names. 
AlneWl 

J7ernacular Names. 7imc oj .Jlqwering ~ 

Betuliuus 
Coriaceul 
Orichalceul 
Oatreatus 
Quercinus 

and twenty one Ipe-
cies more, Rlyet nOot 
ucertained 
Agrimonia Evpatoria Agrimoney July 
Agr~emma Coro- } Cockle June nUll. 
Agroatis Stolonifera Millet Gran 

Capillaria ned top July 
.... lsine Media June 
Anagallia Arvenli. Red Chickweed July and Aupt 
Andromedjl Caly-} Leather leaf May &DdJune 

culata 
Polifolia 

Anemone Hepatica Wind flower June 
Anthemis Cotula May Weed J,u1y and Augast 
Ambrosia Elatior Hog Weed August and Sept. 
Apugia TarBllici False hawk weed 

Autumnalis 
Apocynum Dogbane June 
Aralia Nudieaulil Sarlaparilla 

Hisprida Poison Elder August 
Raeem08a Spikenard 
Spinosa ~ 

anotber species 
known 

Arbutus UTI. Ursi Irear berry May 
ArctiUlli Lappa Burdock Auguat 
Annaria Rubra Bedsandworl July 

Lateriftora June, July. and Au,. 
Arethusa Arethula June 
Arum Triphyllum Wild turnip 
Arundo Calama- } 

FII, grOltiS 
Asplenium Spleen wort 

Aupt Aster Cordatus Star flower 
Corymb08US 
Ledifolius 
Radula 
Astius 

Novi Belgic 
Ra08m ... 

Atriplu: 
Avena Spicata } AllJUlt 

another specie July 
B 

Betllla Nigra Black Birch May 
Alba While do. 
Populisolia 
Alnus 

Grey do. 

Bidens Cernua Burr Marygold Auguat and Sept. 
Triparlit .. 

BolelUl Rebeolarilll September 
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Sci~ntific Natnll. 
Boletus .1ldDl2£± 
Sanllu.ineus 
Igmerll'fi 
Versicolor 
Rafilliferilrus 
8alicinus 
8ui±.17eol"". 
And lIevenleen 

'ithoi 
Species not yet 

"~co~t~inell 
Bralsica Rapa 
B~~mu" Cili"tus 
B""ium 

C 
C,Jia P,,2UBI~[" 
Calittriche Vema 
Ct±:r4SlI: Mi'±av,~ 

Sylvatica 
PafE"sc""B 
Limo8& 
PS4S"do lifE per'" 
Muricala 
Ca""sc""" 
Vulpiaa 
ILnd fi,.,. ,"ore 

~pecje~ 

Carpinus Ostrya . 
C"""m ,,&rrvi 
Cerastium ViscoBum 
Cil",ro.phpUum Cbh 1 

tonI j 
Cl"ion" GlaMi"a 
Chenopodium Viride 
Ch~hsa",be",,'m l 

·Leucanth.mum j 
Ci""ta h'ill:a.c"i&rta 

Bulbifer 
Ci~ema Alpi"&r 

L",,,tia,,&r 
Clahtonia 'Yir~~ica 
CL"malt" V ll"p'man" 
Cnicu9 Arvorsia 

u""IIOhtUl 
Another Species 

.Cn::f:~:ia hSPF17~} 
C'"17vol",,lus Pepi&rttl 
Conium Mac1lIatum 
C;::!.lttria 1,aett~} 

Bil!olia 
St"lIat" 
Another Speciel 

C&r:tkbll8 llan"Pen"±,, 
Sanguinea 
Alba 

407 

Vernacular Harpel. 

Turnip 
lIhe" G,,,'B 
Earth"u! 

Wat", A,ttm 
Water Chickweed 

Horn Beam 
llu,,,rray 
MOilSe eared Chik- l 

w,ttd 5 
Chervil 
lInab" W""d 
Pig weed 
izreh"d d",y 

Wat"r H,mrio,k 

Enc.hanter's Night ~ 
S""de 4: 

Spring Beauty , 

Canada Thistle· 
Common TlIisLL" 

Sweet Fern 
Binil W""d 
Poilon hemlock 
Sol"mon'" S""I 

DOilWO"b 

Time tJj flowering.· 

May 

May 

PUlle, Puly, llUIUtt 
July and A uilllt 
hane 

May 
h"ne 
May and June 

June 
il "E Y ""d A "gust 
August and Sept.m. 

AugIYli 

Jull and A.u,Dat 

May 

July andAllgu.t 

May and June 
J"ly ""d A"g",t 

""d P"oe 

May, June, July 
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Scientific Names. Vernacular Names. Time oj .fto1.Dering. 
{\;lfylus \'lfstrlfi;lfi 
Cratoogas Coccinea 

Alf'''lfile 
itl ~ 

pe~ pla~e. . ~ S 
C;'fdlfboldlf ",noeH;lfil 

D~~~~~: cynosu-} 

jJ;dlfnillH 
Dilepyrum Ariatatum 

Yl;Ha p"}5tris 
Doronicum 
J5,,,gera "';1<UI.mi§lll,. 
YT5dlfone 

E 
YIJ'mus ""rgin,g; 
T;mpetr;m Nign,m 

E~!~~~~m Angusti- } 

Tet;ggoDum 
PahlJtre 

Ey,lgma 
Eq"'8etm" 

p.lustre 

E!!J'~~~~=~C;:R';lia_ 
tum 

Punmlfeum 
E""pho;mn AnT5ti-

folium ~ 

PolJ'llf£gchy'}" 
E;i;!caul"" Pe}"gci­

dum 

I' 

~~:':c!J' ~~=::::!lf 
aoother specie. 

FlfiJ'iaria Y".ea 
Fm4aria 

aoother species 
Flf}ginus hgmbg;iYO-. 

G. 

g~~:~!ai,:~~:~:;; 
G~~~::: Pro- } 

G'::~~:' B04,-} 
G"",g Rir$J. 

Viry;ianUDl 
Urbanum 

\seak"J' Hazgl 
Tborn Bush 
yadie,' 

Orchard grau 

\!lfsh nggey \/i/ikle 
Wild lily of the 

llfnoo::1!"!od 
Leopard'. Blfte 
\wndgn 

Willow Herb 

J'~h;wer 

yorai ;nl 

Thorough wort 

~otton . grus 

:Pipe wort 

White lsr;ch 
'If,J ater n$ICUr 

hlowerirh n'lfSt1e 
H;;d st;gm 

Mag 
Juoe 

July and Augult 

Jun, ;nd 
July and .o\ugUBt 

Mar rod J'''''5 
July and August 

J ulh r"d Aghust 
Jung 

J ul J' and AOhust 

Aprit gnll 

JUlie 

August 

July 

Me.y 
huly 

May g id J!m" 
.Tug"rK and 

Spring Wintergreen August and 196pt. 

Bloody Geraniums 

(3hoco}gt'lf rog! 

July 

June $gd 



Scientific Names. 
Glaux Maritima 
Glecoma Hederacea 
Gly.:inc Apio. 
Gnapbalium Uligi- ~ 

nosum j 
Lulea Album 
Marg aritaceum 
Dioicum 
another Specie15 

H. 
F:4Limamelis Virginica 
LLfi~:~um Andi.} 

Canadense 
Volubile 

Helleborus trifoliuB 
Heraeleum Spbon- ~ 

dylium j 
H'Ordeum l 

another specium j 
Houstonia Linnarei 

lJ:t::~tyle Ame- } 

lH"ydoum 
&:j~~~cum Perror- } 

VirginictJm 
Caoaceose 
Quadran gulum 

H u dsonia e~coides 
I. 

Impatiens Noli me ~ 
tangere 5 

Inula Helenium 
Iris Virginica 
Isnardia Palustris 
Juncus Elfusus 

Articulatus 
Pilosus 
Campestris 
Busonius 

Jgoiperus Communis 
K. 

lH" glmia A ngustifolia 
Glauca 
L. 

Lathyrus Venosus ~ 
another species j 

Ladum l.atifolium 
Leema Oryzoides 
LeontodOR Autum- ~ 

nale 5 
Taraxacum 

!:dionurus Cardiaca 
;r;um Canadense 

LjrlDma Borealis 

VOL II. 

¥ diw::ww:didi?'wfrl,r; r;Sames. 
Sea milk wort 
Grollnd Ivy 
Ground nut 

loife everlasting 

Hellebore 

Cowparsley 

Barley 

Venus pride 

False heatb 

Touch me not 

Elecampane 
Wild ilag 
Water purslane 
Ri:1fh 

Swamp do. 

Sweet pea 

Labrader Tea 
Cut gr'!-•• 

DAndelion 

Time 
July 
June 
August and Sept. 

Augue! 

October 

July and 

May 

June and July 

June 

July. AUg:l§£ 

Q,ctober 

July and 

June 

August 

June and July 

June and 

July 

May and JUDe 
Jull 
May and June 

July 

June 

• 
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ICimlifie .Mmtu. Vmaacular Namel. Tift" of jltnMring. 
Limodorum Tube- } Jul, aJUl AUIUlt l'OIIum 
Lobelia Itlflata Wild.tobace'O 

Durtmanna-
LoIIieera Pyl'llnaica HODeY luckle *ay aDd Jull.' 

Another _peci .. 
Ceruea 

Lycopodium CIa-} ClubM .. J .... ~Jul,.A ... ' yalum 
Obacurum 
AnnolinDII) 
Lucidulum 
Complanatum 
Another .pecle_ 

Watlr horehound Lycopua EuruJXBul July anti Au.-
Virginicu. 

L,~machia Striata Loo .. strire Joly, Aupst. So,t. 
K. 

MaIn Rotundirolia Mellona August, Septembu 
Marrubiom Vulgare Horehound 
Mediola Virginica Cow wheat S_ 
Melampyrum 

Spearmint 
July and AIII_ 

,Mentha Canadenai. Aupt 
Melpillli Canaden.iII Medler May 

Arbutirolia 
Jdimulus Ringens Monke, lloor lufy and Augut 
Milehella ReDena Chicken berry 
Mitella Cordirolia Currant led 
Monotrop. Uniflora Indian pipe AUfUIt 
Meeklenberaia } Dropleed ,,.~ JuI, 

erecla 
M,0801is Scorpioid .. Scorpion ree" June, Jul!. Au,.. 

another apeeie. 
Mnium BYerOme-} 

tricum 
AnlHftinnDl 

Matricaria Cbamo-} 
milia 

Myrica Gafe S ..... t ,all Hat ,"SuM 
N. 

~ Nympbea Lutea 
odorata 

PODd Lily J\Ii!Ie, July 

O. 
Oenothera Pumila Tree Primro .. 

Biennia 
another .peci .. 

Opb~. Spiralis July, Auplt 
Orch.1 FUlcelcen. Orchil Jul, 

Fimbriata 
Speetabilil 

and of more .peeieS 
lUO •• DISeI, 0.mun411. Regalil Flo .... rin, ferD 

Cmnamomea 
Oxali. Acetoaella wooa /lorrel JUD. 

Corniculata 
Opbry. Corallorbiza 

aDother 'ploi81 
July 
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&i4ls&tijic 
P 

I'a nleum CrU8 Galli 
Verkl<' 

a"s,illelf speci<llf 
Phlellm Praten" 
Pln~ PtroPlf'l 

Balsamea 
I"opi 
ttlba 
Nigra 
ttl.s,ismlis 
Larix 

Plan~go .Lanceol4ta 
slfedl" 
Maritima 

Pohmtilla ttept"lS14 
Tridentuta 

allother spec .. 
JE'oa tttan"" 

Comprellla 
ilPi.t"S1§ 
,lSnnua 

"more species 
ttol "s1§num tt l'iClSfue 

j Persicaria 

CODvolvolul 
atktk,her specl"f0 

PO~~~:'Df.ttr.- } 

ttoly~"di~ wlgtkr. 
Criststum 
gikix i:f0mintk 
LODchitis 
Thelypteris 
KKKargi!!1§lo 
Fragile 
ttheltkhteri1l 

Polytrichllm Com- } 
mune 

JE'onl14'£eritk ilorhtk,& 
Poplliu. Fremula 

JE'dsamifer" 
Crandidentata 

JE're!¥"!!lhf0s dbzs 
JE'ruZSl4!££a 
Pruous Cerasul 

tt±rgi"izsna 
!tyrola U niftora 
Pyr'sl" UniCora 

tt4?tnn«RiRioli4? 
Asurifoll. 
ilhCU"ilzs 
Umbellata 
KKKi.os 

Darn ,r.88 
Timothy gfl .. 
iline!! 

Plantaia 

ttoly 

Hair capmoa 

JE'ick!!s4?1 !'!'hd 
White poplar 

Tree po\llar 
White lettuce 
gieat !!ll 
Cherry 
ttU04? CheZiRi 

luly 
ilfay, Pun. 

Pul, 

luI, 

4?4?4 "'''illlli 

JII.e .~JaIJ 

tt'IIl4!tt 
April alld 'MtI 

May aDd June 

Pear lear. winter .. en. JUM 



Scientific JVamu. 
Q 

Quercul Rohur 
R 

Ra~unculul Ahor-} 
tlVUI 

Acris 
Repens 
Aquatilis 
Lanuginosol 
2 more speciel 

FJ,aphanus Rapba­
nistrum 

FJ,hamnus AlnifollilHl 
Frangula 

Rhodora Canadenais 
Rhu. Glabram 

Toxicodendson 
Ribes Ruhrum 

Uva Crispa 
Floridum 
Glandulolum 
Olyiacanthoide~ 

~osa Carolina 
FJ,lIbUi Pedatul 

IdEuI 
Frutic08UI 
Hispidus 
Fomento8us 
Another Speciel! 

Rumex Acetosella. 
Cri,pul 

S 
Sagittaria Sagittifolia 
Salix Cinerea 

Pentandra 
Anot ber Speciel 

Sf±licornia Herbacef± 
iStf±mbucul Cana­

densis 
Racemo .. 

iStarracinea Purpurea 
iSt<:;irpul Maritimus 

Sylvaticill j 
Lacultris 

. Palultris 
Multicaulis 

Scutellaria Galeri- } 
cul.t. 

LateriBora 
Sonapi. Arvenlil 
Senecio AureUl 

Vul,a.ris 
2 more Specie8 

iSt8clum 
1Sti.ymhrium Nu-} 

turtium 

Oak 

Butter Cup 

False honey Buckle 
Sleek Sumach 
Poison Ivy 
Red currant 
Gooseberry 

Wood sorrel 
Dark do. 

Arrow bead 
Willow 

Sf±m1Stbire 

rrrh 

Scull cap 

Hood wort 
Common mustard 
Groundsel 

creBB 

June 

June and July 

July 
JUly and 

May Ind JUDe 
July 

Junl 

July and 
May and 

June aDd July 

August 
May 

July 

May and 

Yay 
June and 

July aDd Aug\ll! 

Ju\y 
June 

June 

June and 



Scientific Names. 
Silyrincbium Bu- ~ 

muchiana 5 
Sium Latifolium 
Solidago Serotina 

Flesicaulia 
Attissima 
Lanceolata 
Lc:evigata 
Strieta . 
Patula 
Petiolan. 

" more speciel 
Sonch08, 6 speciel } 

IHIt ucertained 
Sorhus Aucup;,ria 
8parganiumBamo. } 

lum 
Spirrea Salicifolia 
, Tomentola 
Spergula Arvenm. 
Stachy_, 2 apeciel 
Stalice Limonium 
. . T. 
TuuI RepeDl 
Thalictrum Corn uti 
ThlaBpi Buraa Pas- } 

toris 
TrientalUl EuropO!a 
Trillium Erectum 

. Cernuum 
TritiCUR) Repena 
Typha Latifolia 

U. 
Ulmns· Americana 
Urtica Dioica 
UlmlariaAmpleiifolia 

Sealilefolia 
Another speciel 

V. 
Vaceinium Amonum 

O:licoccol 
Tenellum 
VitiBidc:ea. 
Hilpidulnm 

Verhalcum Sha.pli. 
Blatlma 

Veronica Serphyl- ~ 
Jifolia 5 

Scutellata 
Beccabunga 

Viburnum Opulus 
Nudum 

Viola Palnltn. 
Canadeltlli. 
Canioa 

Another lpecici 
Vicia Lovillata 

4J3 

J7emacular Names. Time offtottJering. 

Blue eyed grass July 

Water Pallnip 
smooth golden thread August and Sept. 
Zi,zag do do 

GroBBleaf do 
Flesh leaf do 
Willow ltaf do 

Sow thistle 

Mountain ash 

Bar red 

Meadow sweet 
Purple hood hack 
Spumey 
Hedge Nettle 
Mareh Rosemary 

Dwarf yew 
Meadow rue 

Shepherd's purae 

Chick winter green 
FaJlMI wake robin 
Nodding do 
Couch glUI 
Cat t:til 

White elm 
Cummon nettle 
Bill wort 

Whortle berry 

DWlrf do 
Billherry 

Mullein 

Speedwell 

Scull cap do 
Brook lime 
Snow Ball 

Violet 
Wood do. 

Jllne 

July 

July and August 

June 
AugUit 

April 
May 

June and JnIy 

May and June 

July 

April 
July and Auguat 
May and June 

AugUit and Seple:..~. 

lIayand June 

May and June 
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SECTION III. 

GEOLOGY.nd MI,NER.4.LOGY. 

PART I 

Of tAt. CfJUntry OR tl&6 BOtIlhe"" Bide of ,ha 84ubenaetJdic 
and Bam of MifIGB. 

In a new Country, as has been before Observed, 
the study of mineralogy is attended with many ob­
stacles from which the other branches of natural 
history are exempt. Plants, birds, animals and rep­
tiles, are easily procured and examined, and when 
the family to which they belong is ascertained, the 
Linnean nomenclature enables us to assign to each 
its local habitation and its name. With minerals the 
case is far different. If we except the Coal Fields 
of Sydney and Pictou, no excavation of any depth bas 
been madeinto the interior of the earth, and its sur· 
face is, as yet, 80 covered with an almost impenetra­
ble forest, that a very large portion has never been 
made the subject of philosophical investigation. The 
only parts of which the Geology can be satisfactorily 
examined, are the sea shores and the precipitous 
banks of rivers, which generally exhibit sections ot 
the strata constituting that part of the country which 
they surround or intersect. The language of mine· 
ralogy is another very serious obstacle to its easy 
acquisition. Until very lately the study of this 
science was chiefly confined to those who worked in 
Mines, and the names given to minerals varied in 
the different Counties of England in which they 
were found. This confusion of language has not 
been at all diminished by thOle 1iter~ mell WhD 

have bestowed their time upon it. Each has adopt­
ed a no menclature for himself, and the pupil. of one 
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echool cannot understand what is intended, when 
they peruse a publication of a person educated under 
a different system. The impolitic reservation to the 
Crown of the most valuable minerals in the grants· 
ofland made to the people of this Province, has di· 
minished the interest of the owners of the soil, to .eek 
for what they could not enjoy; and the exclusive right 
Invested in the persons in England, claiming under 
His Royal Highney the late Duke of York, to all the 
mines and minerals in Nova-Scotia, not only rendeN 
them indUfereht about the discovery of mineral., bu:;; 
prevents them from communicating any information 
they may possess. As the study of geology and mi. 
neralogy are intimately connected, the knowledge 
of both isUkely to be confined for many years,in this 
Country, to those persons connected with the English 
Mining establishment. At present they.have confined 
their researches and their operations to the- country 
Jying east of the Shubenacadie river and to Cape 
Breton, an account of which will be found in the sub­
sequent parts of this Chapter. Of the other portion 
of the Province, situated in the south side of that 

• The re.ervations have not alway. been made in limi'lar term .. 
In some cases an expre .. reservation was Dlade to tbe Kin, II of 
all coals, silver, and other mines and minerals," by which word. 
all mines and minerals of every dllllcription remain in the crown. 
In other case I the reserntion enumerates merely particular me­
tals, auch c. a8 gold, .ilver, and copper," witla thOl addition of the 
,eneral words-" all other mines and minerals," which latter 
worela de not lignify mines ejaldllm generis, but embrace tbose of 
every deacript ion. Sometime. the enumeration of particular 
minerals b not followed by IIny general words. comprehending, or 
referring 10 otber minee and.miaeral.; in which caee the _"etioD 
do •• not extend beyond the minerals so mentioned, witb tbe ex­
ception of gold and silver, which, whether menlioned or IIOt, are 
excepted, as belonging to tbe King, by virtue or his prerogative. 
While in not II raw instancel, lands have been granted without 
any mention at all of mine. and minerals. On the principle above 
mentioned, gold and silver, In these cases, rOrilain in tbe crown, 
bot tbe omi.ion of the other mine. and minera'- will DOl, . on that 
account, enable tbe crown to vacate ita grant. 
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. river, no regular survey has been made, but the 
north and south mountains have been examined by 
Charles T. Jackson and Francis A1ger, Esqrs.ofBos­
ton, who have published, during the last year, in the 
American Journal of Science, a most interesting and 
valuable account of theu: researches, to which the 
reader is referred. These papers will be particularly 
useful in directing future enquirers as to the places 
where they may obtain some valuable mineraIogo­
cal specimens. The localities of Chabasie, .Agate, 
Jasper, Colcedony, Cacholong, Amethyst,Heulandite, 
Analcime, Stilbite, Cale-spar, Apophyllite, &c. are 
pointed out with much minuteness of detail. From 
the minerals contained in the rocks of this Country, 
an export more valuable than any produced on the 
BW'face may fairly be anticipated. Iron, Coal, Lime, 
Gypsum and Srates, have been already discovered 
in an abundance, which require only the expendi­
ture of Capital to render them of vast utility, whilst 
the indications of copper, manganese, antimony, salt, 
&c. as evinced by the specimens already obtained, 
hold out an induCement for a more minute research 
than has hitherto been'made. 

PART II. 

, Geological 8ketCh. of the eastem Section of Nooa-&alia. 

The present sketch is intended to comprise a view 
of the Geological structure of that part of Nova-Sco­
tia, situated on the eastern side of the Shubenacadie, 
consisting of the Counties of Halifax, Sydney, Cum­
berland, and part of King's. To describe the si­
tuation, nature and extent, of the several formations 
which occur in these Counties, so far as they have 
been examined, and to trace the connexions existing 

Digitized by Google 



417 

between rocks of the. same. c1ass, in cllifetent padI! of 
the .Com~y. .Geologists generally oomm~ce with 
those. of latest formation. and proceed dOW!D~ ja. 

the series; but we intead to folloW' thanat.amd order 
of each .fPJ'mau&.ll; hegirtning .w.ith Granite,::w:Qiah is . 
• ppo~tG ~ the olde&'«)£ the RrimitiverocD.· 

; Proceeding ftolJl1'llllro to~rs', Gnamte· is ~tl 
Iilot with on th~, ~n;lnrit, of Cobeqp.id, Ip.Qlluain ; it. 
probablJ ocoup)elt a. oonmdel'4ble area· of this ~ 
uiqt, although its ~tent:upon the r. does Dot.U-. 
~cl three nill~;. i. colours·are v:~io~t.be lDPStl 

q~ndQ.JJ.t is gr.ey, bul red ~d. brown. are oeeasi~~aUJ' 
obs.erv~. T~ ehain of hill/il wllieh· extends: &om . ( . _. 

henea in .. W~erly direetiQll tqwwlllB: B~l15_b1Jlh,: 

~ ~te,ly tow~d*.tQe~ee,Jof:Ule:'raf8l~ 

rive,a, prob,bly eons~t chieftyof Gta.nUe •. J_ 
i~g from thei~ form, w.hiE>h is ge~.lly .co.JliQal, ita. 
~vi.d~nt ~t'heir suJMlitsale OOqlp9$OO QfprirAUtiy.fJI 
rocks, as those which. ~elong to 1'4e sePClQc:lary: rGdca 
alWI\Ys e~hibitftat or rOUJlded 8um~ts., . Ql~~:is 
very a~d.nt on the 8(j)uthera,.Ofe:oftbe P.~D~ 
ftoJQ. Wh~'~.PQiD.t ne~J.' C~s~u to· J;;Wi~ ~ JM'Q! 
bebly oooupies a. gre~t . pO,~n pf th~ ~ter~rtJ :f~qm 
W_QD08 ;the ){ijsquod~',.St,. M~".'~ QoM th~~iM.9M 
r~'f~lll qrigm..tft •. l'~ GraAitQ .iNm Whi~'~R~~lfW 
W~ll adapted for miJl$w~, ~ ~~ ~,~f1U ~~ 

ed to.th!l,tp"~ • .' '.'" '.'" 
. Qrin~ton~andprimi'ive tttp. ooeQ"tb.,~~t~r 

put of CobeqQitl'nlOUntaioll, Oto~ tllCl,~ J~9;" 
.andstoAe plain., of L.(mQO~deir1. . 'I'M taJI)~,~:U 
alISO forin 'he hiah lwa,· e~te.g.mo~. q.-f" 
calpine, in, tho, GutQ( C"''''D",.tQ~.,a" '~~Ji ,Jf~\. 
Associated with clay slat~1 tJle, tRM.!. ~ 
with little intel'r\JPtion, f4'9.m tll.~ ~8flf9J.;~UJ)I)J.'· ~ 

VOL. II. 53" 
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Halifax, to Gay's River, on the Truro road, some­
times apparently interstrati6ed with the clay alate1 

but generally inoonfllled mauea, without Bn)' trace 
of.regularity except in the structure of lome )oOle 
pieces, wlUoo have a tendency to separate into ,110m­
boidal blocks. They protrud.«' in immense parallel. 
ridges above the surface, and frequently in piles of 
loose masses,.heapell confusedly together. The IOiJ 
betwixt the ridges is barren and stony, producing­
nothing but moss, ferns, and a few stunted spruce 
trees. Veins of quartz traverse the trap rocks in 
~any places, but do not contain any metallic ores.: 

Clay Slate, the next in the series,ilJ one of ·the most 
abundant formations in the eastern Section of Nova­
.scotia. The town of Halifax is situated upon this 
rock, and it extends ia a northerly direction as 'far 8S 

the Souii1c, accompanied by the trap rocks,as before 
mentioned; Clay slate also occurs at the head of the 
East and Middle Rivers of Pictou l and is very pro­
bably continuous from thence to the same formation­
on th& Halifax and Truro road. Near Summerfield 
Inn, on the Grand· Lake, a bed of conglomerate 00-

etirs in the olay slate,: which bears a strong resem- , 
btaneeto Greywacke; indeed it ,is rather doubtful 
whe-thera great'part of.this formation aoes not pro­
perlt belong to the Greywacke: Clay slate is used 
as building stone in Halifax. Very fine b~oeks are 
obtained on the St. Andrew's river near the Souiac, 
which Me· perfectly free from Pyrites; and are well 
adapted for hearthstones, ohimney pieces, &0. The 
-clay j}ate at the head of the- East River of Piotou, is 
l'egul8rly luminated, and is probably interrnixedwith 

vetil. of good roofing slate. 
'Graywacke, and Greywacke Sl&.te,extend from the 
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sailth river of Antigonish -to GUysbOt9Ugh, al.liJ- from 
thence aklng both short?s ofChedabuctoBay. Thl 
best defined Dr most characteristic varieties occur 
on both aides of Milford Ha"eri and Salmon river.­
.It-isclosely .med to, and appears to have been form­
ed at a period coeval with, the Grey wacke of the Isle 
~ Madame. -The passage from the- red shale and 
grits of the Cual Measures is very gradual, and may 
be seeR to the besi advantage from-the CathoIicCha-

-pel, near the south river of Antigonish, to the head of 
Milford Haven, a distance of twelve miles. In this 
space it assumr an _almo$t innumerable-variety of 
appearanoesfrom a red grlt to R course conglomerate. 
The steep hiPs- on the north side of Milford Haven, 
are chiefly composed of Greywacke slate; of a very 

-fine .close grain-; it can scarcely be -distinguished 
from clay slate; veins of Quartz are abundant in this 
rock, and farther to the north-east, beds of coru,schis­

-tus, &c. and their usual accompanying stratum, are 
known to exist. On the opposite side of"the Haven 
the coarser -Tariety prevails, and beautiful sections -
are exhibited in the clift's in Salmon river. Several 
beds of lime -stone occur in the Greywacke formation 
near Guysborough ; it is generally of a deep red co­
lour, and very -much like th,e Greywacke in struc­
ture, being composed of angular pieces of lime-stone, 
oemented by a base of clay and sand. - The sand in 
some speoimens predominates so much, that" they • 
may properly:be termed calcarious sandstones. Grey­
wacke slate also succeeds the silicious strata whicb 

_ u.nderlie the mountain lin'u~-stone of the pictou Coal 
Field ; it is the roCk in which the great veins of Iron 
Ore, on the East River, occur. It extends from the 
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,..'",b,of the river in a.dUteation tow.ards Merigomieb, 
.. pr.obebly constitutes the chain of mountains 
·wbieh ·-stlleteh li'om .the source of :Freneh 'river at 
Mqomish, paraiJeJ with the shore of the Gulf of 
.St. ;La..vrenoe, as fat' as Malignant COTe; amitbenoe 
QQntinuing, in an easterly course behind Antigonisb, 
W ·tbB head ·of Milford Havan. Itis Certaia, ,howe­

Y""" that .Greywaeke :slate is .the prevailwg mok 
.hm ~h~ .East dver of Merigomish to .ArJsaig Pier, 
'~itis,~rayeraed by a very remarkable 'Vein or 
.1*l pf CheJ:t, Q¥.~, and Porpbory; confusedly'ag­
g~e.d. TJleGl'cywaeke of G~yabo.rough COB­

tains ,nUmeT01!S veins ,of specular .IroD ,ore ; L.ead 
. ~. j, ,aJsosaid to have been 'found in tthe ame for­
.mation,on Salmon river. 

Old lad sand ·stone underlies· the . C.arOOaiferoutt . 
·lha&oJltQ8e in the Goal District~but itdoes·not.ilp­
.p$lf w be Qf great thickD.ess .. 'fhis fonnation aJid 
:;tb.,e .p~boJUfefflUlS .limestone are:80 iIitimateJy ~n­
n~ with the Coal FieldS, that to c1escribe the 
COUI'fO Qf eaon would be an uselen repetition; we 
s~.II, tbeJ,l-n9re,prooeed to' consider the last ·()ftbele 
-i~~~, namely the Coal Fields. 

. ~Mfi5:"DENT COAL .FIELDi .01' liOVA..ac"rIA. 

Un~l' tbia ·head we iQtenq to describe the se.yeraJ 
Cp~lFje.lds ~ar~t-ely, .and to notipe1he indications 

: pf QQ~ which .have been observed at a qistal'loe from 
~~m. The €o:Uowingare'ithe:f-eur diatmet'BDd inde­
pe{lde~l fQra_ns, which have ooen·disoo.vered 
Ml *I;\e ea$tern -8®tlon of the Pt-oviooe :~ 

1. C,* Field ,of :Pjctou, 
~.. .. ·~Pomket, 

8. - • .. - -:C11Dl~erIai1d, ' , 
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4. - - - -. - Onslow a.nd . Loudon­
derry-and indicationa of· coal at Ramshtg.,. and~ 
Gnyls river, . a branch of theShllbenacadie., 

I. neT·eu COAL ~II:LD. 

This is undoqbtedJy the most impoNafit ailBem­
blage of coal .rata in :the Province; j.18 :extent and 

limits are notl"et ncCW"ately known, 'botitft:e ontcrop 
orbas90t of-aelime-stone, wbich underlies the'ooal 
formation, has beentr.ace4. genii,. in. ,eoritinaOQs.eu~ 
vature froID the Enst.Riv.er ofPi.ctou·ul'OlIuhe Mid­
,die and West :WMer8, . ~1IOUgb Caribou. .K .. boar, in' a 
direcllicm £CO Pictou. Island an.dMellig~Wt·, ,to~ithe 

. place of beginBtDg, .in.ClOlLRg· 'nn .area! of abolit ,'100 
square miles. Within this trough or basin of ·UmQ­
stone the ooal¥eins oceur,eropping out on· the east 

river,about three miles fl'Om (he nm~P,Ile,: if, ~he~­
fore, the coal strata were lUDConvulsediy continuolls 

throughout the '~in, the silperficial. exte~t 'iwomd 
be about twenty.eight square mi'les~' but:~~fortu­
natel, this,is not the .case. ''The strata are'brOken 

an~ deranged bynllm:erolis 4'yk~s and 'f'auJt$, ·,w~ip.h 
intersect the ~al fie1fi ~n al~o.t every direetio:l;l.~ 
An eDormous dyke, which cl'o.es the east ri\1el' m 

" '" _11 ,t i 

,Ne,wtGlasgow, .and the Middle .. River at the B.llidge, 

culs.pft'the coal veins aoout lwo miJel;) ¥.~if\\.~~sti.qf 
their. outcrop; on '~hc i1ortlj...e~st side of't1\l$ ~t~, 
only a few thin veins of· coat have been ditw&¥~ed . 

. ' .,' r , •• t., " ::! 

Although the ·olltOftlp'-lQf the Jimestone,8atl<,been 

.traceil, inclosingt~ :~~a'menijoned befor~,'w'6 ~ 
nat on that accotint po.itiveli cQ~clude th~~. th~ coal 
veins of this distri~ ate stt'ictly confined to~he(l~ 

eribed botmdar.y ; ..for, exoept on the East .Jlnr:e~~ 
limestone ~~ "exhibi~ . evident marks Q( vaQlent 

:.f .• : I;,' 

,,,:1 ". 
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· convulsions, which they have undergone, subse-
· quent to their original formation ; and appear to have 
been distorted and raised up, together with the su­
perincumbent . coal measu;es, from a considerable 
depth beJow their present position. In this case 
then we may expect to find the coal veins set in 
again beyond the' described boundary. The indica­
tions of coal at Toney's river, and other places, cor­
roborate this supposition. Leaving these oonjectures 

· to. be determined by future inquirers, we shall pro­
ceed to the more useful task of describing the several 
· veins of coal, and the strata of Ironstone accompany­
iog them, whioh have already been discovered and 
proved.· 

&clion of the Strata of part of the Pictou Coal Fielch 
ydl. n. ina. y.ta. n. ins. 

1 MaiD Coal BaDd 12 1 082 Shale 2 2 11 
2 HUed bard bat "1 I 0 6 S3 IrcDstone 0 0 5 

coal S 4 Shale 0 2 7 
a Shale . 1 2 0 - 5 Ironlloae 0 0 8 

· 4 Bed orIarge Iron- 1 1 0 0 36 Rock Veillil 3 I 9 
· .tone ball8 S 37 Sbale 2 0 0 

I Shale 0 2 10 S8 Ironalone 0 0 3 
• Coal 1 0 6 39 Sbale 2 1 8 
7 Clunch partiD, 0 0 4 40 Parting 0 0 8 
8 IroDltone 0 0 241 Rock Veina 1 1 4 
9 Shale 0 1 1042 Coal 1 2 0 

10 Iron.tone 0 0 6 48 Coal and Bat 1 2 6 
.11 Partin, 0 0 244 -Coal I 2 0 
12 IroDstone 0 0 1 45 Coal and Bat 3 2 6 
·18 Sbale 0 . 2 "46 Clunch partin, O· 0 6 
14 Grit SUlne 0 0 6147 Bd 0 0 10 
15 Clunch partia, 0 0 2 48 Ironstone 0- 0 3 
16 Grit Stone 0 1 049 Sbale 0 2 10 
17 Shale. IS 0 060 Coal 1 1 6 
,IS Black Bat 2 0 9 51 Sbale " 1 2 /; 
19 Sbale 1 1 0 62 Strong peldon 0 0 9 
.JC) IroDlto.e 0 0 I 68 Shale S 1 I 
21 Shale 0 2 6 64 Freestone 3 0 6 
22 Parlin, 0 0 4 55 Partin, 0 0 2 
23 Shale I 0 2 66 Freelt.one 0 2 10 
,1'4 Ironstone 0 0 467 Rock. Veins 1 1 0 
26 Partin, 0 0 3 68 . Sbale . 0 2 6 
26 lronltone 0 0 S 59 Black Bat 2 0 6 
27 JBI.ck Bat 1 2 t 60 White sand .tone 0 1 0 
28 Grit Itone 0 0 1061 Sbale 0 0 6 
29 Black Bat a 1 8~62 Grey l&Ilutone 1 2 6 
SO !ronltone 0 0 "83 Shale 2 1 0 
11 Partial 0 0 8 4 IroDltone 0 0 2i 
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yds. ft. ins. 
fi5 Parting 0 0 11115 Clunch 
66 Ironstone 0 0 2~ 116 Hard Rock 
67 Shale 1 0 5 117 Clunch 
68 Ironstone 0 0 11118 Rock 
69 Shale 0 2 5 119 Clunch . 
70 Coal and Bat 0 1 0 120 Ironstone 
71 Black Bat 5 1 6 121 Clunch 
72 Coal 0 2 01122 Rock 
73 Co.1 and Bat 1 1 0 123 Parting 
74 Black Bat 5 1 0124 Ironstone 
75 Shale 3 2 0[125.f arting 
76 Coal 0 2 0 126 Ironstone 
77 Shale 5 1 0 127 Parting 
78 Black Bat 6 0 0,128 Iron stone 
79 Light grey rock 2 0 6 129 Clunch 
SO Shale 1 2 0130 Ironstone 
81 Light grey rock 1 2 0 131 Clunch 
82 Shale 2 2 0 132 Ironstone 
83 Strong Rock 2 2 0133 Clunch 
8-1 Clunch 3 2 0 134 Ironstone 
85 Smutty Coal 0 0 6 135 Clunch 
86 Ironstone 0 0 6 ISS Ironotolle 
87 Clunch 3 1 6 137 Fire Clay 
88 Rock 4 0 0 138 Ironstone 
89 Parting 0 0 11139 Fire Clay 
90 Ironstone 0 0 2 140 Clay 
91 Parting 0 0 2 141 Fire Clay 
92 Ironstone 0 1 0 142 Ironstone 
93 Clunch 0 1 2 14S Parting 
94 Parting 0 0 5 144 Ironstone 
95 Clunch 0 1 9 145 Firo Clay 
96 Ironstone 0 0 3 146 Ironstone 
97 Parting 0 0 8 147 Parting 
93 Clunch 0 1 10 148 Ironstone 
99 Clullch,with heds Of~ 149 Clunch 

Ironstone,of alter- 1 0 0 150 Ironstone 
Date strata, from 1 151 Coal and Bat 
to 2 ins. 152 Clunch 

100 Clunch S 1 61153 Black Ring 
101 Ironstone 0 0 3 154 Ironstone 
102 Clunch 0 1 0 155 Clunch 
103 Ironstone 0 0 5 156 Ironstone 
104 Clunch 3 0 8 157 Clunch 
105 Ironstone 0 0 6 158 Ironstone 
l e6 Parting 0 0 2 l59 Clunch 
107 Ironstone 0 0 81169 Coal ami Bat 
108 Part ing 0 0 2 170 Bat 
109 Ironstone 0 0 3 171 Coal 
110 Clunch 3 1 0172 Fire Clay 
111 Coal 2 2 ~173 Rock 
112 Coal and Bat 3 0 0174 Fire Clay 
113 Cnal 1 1 6 175 Black Ring 
114 Coal and Bat 1 0 6 

yd,. ft . ins. 
200 
110 
216 
o 1 
12 0 
00 0 
00 5 
12" 
00 9 
00 3 
o 0 6 
00 3 
0 02 
00 1 
o 0 s 
0 06 
o 0 2 
00 8 
o 0 14 
00 0 
013 
00 0 
214. 
00 1 
014 
10 2 
02 0 
20 0 o o ,0 6 
(l 0 2 
2 2 S 
00" 
00 6 
(l 0 6 
01 0 
00", 
02 0 
10", 
006 
00" 
0 '1 8 

g g 16 

o 0 ~ 
02 0 
10 0 
1 0 10 
106 
220 
100 
6 2 6 
010 

No experiments have been made beyond this place) 
and the names given to the different strata are such 
as are commonly used by the Miners. 
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The l'DOst remarkable Geologitld phenomenon ~on­
nected with this mining field, is the enormous fault 
\'~hiph runs in an east and west direction, aCfOSS the 
~al veins. It has bee,n traced from Fraser's moun-

" I , 

t)Un~ crossing the east, Wtat, and middle BiYel'S'r .. ' 
dts~noe offifteen mll~~ ; 'its width in some plaees is 
}X'obab)y three 'hundred yards, and its cOurl!!~ may 
, . 

easUy ~e recogniz~d t~ugl\otit its whole length~ by 
~ cdnttnuous chain of abrupt em~ences, rising,1!o a 
eomiderable distance; in some places, perhaI>87 two 
hu~red feet above the, surrounding height&. On 
tlie east river the coal 'strata On the soutll side of the : . , 

ayke,' dip to the north-east at an angle df tW'enty 
deg;-ees ; on the apposite &ide tbey are nearly hori­
Zontal, slightly. inclining to the north-east. On 
Fraser's mountain two small veins of coal, resting 
almost immeditltely upon, a coarse shell limestone" 
ocour, dipping to the bOrth at an angle of seventy­
five degrees : the highly inclined position of tMS8 
~trata, is no doubt the effect of the great dyke,which 
paSseS' about half a mile to the so1.lthward. The con, 
tents of the dyke ate ~a1'ious ; rounded IWasses of a 
~ed' silicious rock, oeInented I b1 a ferruginous red 
~af, are the most prevalent. ;A conglomerate, whose 
~e i~ also argillofer).lgin.ou~, is very abundant; it 
~ntains rhomboidnl' cryst~Is of calcareoUs' spar, 
quart., rounded. pebbles of yellow chert, and spar­
ingly;agpey oxide of manganese, lining the cavities 
,be~ween these ingredients. \t eins of fine grained, red 
~aii.dstone may be observed traversing the dy~e, at 
the Middle River bridge,and id t~e bed' of.th~ river 
the eo1rgtottierate 'appears to be in highly' iilellDed 
rtttata'. It is'very prObable that ,the longituditialex­
tent of this dyke·is muCh greaier than we have de$-
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eribed, (or it does not ap~ar to be any weaker or 
more contracted in width, at the extreme points we 
have mentioned. 

A bed of very coarse red sandstone may be seen 
rising from beneath the limestone in ~'raser's brook. 
Beyondthis sandstone grey wacke slate sets in, and, 
as before stated, occupies a great extent of the sur­
rounding country. 

A colliery has recently been opened in the Pictou 
district, by Messrs. Rundell, Bridge & Co. of Lon­
don, called the Albion colliery. 

The coal dips to the north-east, equal to one in 
three and half. A number of pit shafts have been 
sunk from the surface, through the great coal band, 
which is overlaid by a dark clay slate or strong schis. 
tus, that forms the entire coal roof; but the deepest 
of these is two hundred and forty feet, within which 
the lifting pumps are fixed, to perform the drainage 
of the mine water, which is raised two hundred and 
twenty feet from below the level of the sea. 

This large bed of coal consists of a variety of lay" 
ers of different structure, each having its peculiar 
properties, when brought into use either for manu­
facture or domestic purposes. The whole possess a 
high bituminous quality and burns freely j making a 
eheerful and lively fire in an open grate, casting at 
the same time a strong and powerful heat. After 
the bitumen has passed off, which produces the smoke 
and flame, the cakes· or ashes maintain a hot and 
lasting fire. 

The upper layer, commonly called the.lllbitm topI, 

is peculiarly adapted to smiths' use,for working iron, 
and will challenge any in the world for that purpose .. 
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I( the IDlith requires an open fire (or common or 
lIDall work, he will find it better first to cake the 
coal, which he may easily do by breaking a quantity 
upon his hearth; then, with the assistance of the 
blast, and stirring it up a little with a bar of jron~ 
whilet burning, the object will be effected in a few 
miDutes. It will be found that this operation wiU 

greBtly increase the bulk, as this coal ewell. very 
much in reducing it to cake. 

If a hollow fire is required for large or heavy workp 

Buch 81 engine or mill shafts, anchors, &c. &c. the 
Bmall pounded coal is preferable for that purpoae.­
When a quantity of that description is placed upon 
the fire, and the blast put in motion, the bitumeD 
being tenacious of heat, is immediately excited, and 
passing offin smoke agglutinates the ooal into a solid 
mass, and thereby creates what is well known to 
Bmiths, a fine hollow fire. 

But a most importa!lt advantage derived from the 
peculiar quality of this coal, is in preparing maUeable 
iron for a welding heat. It has a tendency to des­
troy any brittle quality which the iron may possess 
from an overcharge of sulphur, and thus leaves it 
greatly improved. When two pieces of iron are 
heated almost into a liquid Btate by this coal, for the 
purpose of being welded together, they do not come 
out of the fire ina frizzingstate,which is well known 
to smiths to be commonly the case; and to which 
may mainly be attributed the imperfect stints in tbe 
linb ofa chain, which so often occur. Infaet, this 
Albion fOE seems to possess the full properties of 

charcoal, made from wood, but it in the more con­
denMd and -Uleful form of pit coal. 
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Another valuable property still remaiIHI to be noti­
ced. A smith may keep his fire in full use a whole 
day, without being compelled to draw more than 
two or three olmces of cinder during that time, _ un­
less produced by bad iron, purified by the coal. 

In establishing a chain cable manufactory at the 
Albion mines, the English workmen being doubtful 
eC finding coal in North America, suitable for that 
particular purpose, required some European 'coal to 
be provided, which, in the first instance, th~r exclu­
sively used ; but after making a Cair trial oC the Al­
bion tops, they threw aside the transatlalltio sLock, 
for which they have had no further occasion to this 
day. 

As the different layers of this fine bed oC .roal are 
generally mixed together by the miners, in what it 
termed digging it, and consequently the whole shipp­
ed together, it may be useful to smiths in particular, 
to point out the mineralogical structore oC the' layer 
in question; to enable them to select it from the con­
fused mass, which, by a little experience and atten­
tion, may easily be, known. It is short grained, 
tender in texture, and exhibits strongly the organic 
remain in black, dusty ftakes, similar to charcoal; 
but as the substratum of this layer contains also more 
or less 'oC the black dusty ftakes, care must be observ­
ed, that one is not mistaken for the other,although 
the latter will not be found a bad substitute. 

Little or no difference whatever has been observ­
ed in the quality oC any oCthe layers, for the use oC 
stoves, or furnaces Cor smelting iron ore, or pudling 
furnaces for reducing crude iron to a malleable state, 
or for gas works, and particularly for working steam 
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eDrinea of any kind. . It is found to act 'upon a boiler 

in producing steam quicker than any known bitumi­
noul coal; and being free from the impurities which 
10 predoininate in coal generally, has not a tendency 
to hasten the destruction of steam engine boi1el~ 
which is a consideration of the highest importance. 

AD experiment has lately been made at the Albion 
works, to reduce some of the clay ironstone, men.­
tioned in the mineral section, viz.-No.4, 144, 156, 

., and 158, into iron, in a crude state, by means of a 
small cupalo, erected expressly for remitting pig iron 
for foundry purposes onry, and which is not at all 
calculated for smelting ore. The cakes having been 
prepared in the ordinary way, and the ironstone cal­

cined, the proper proportions of each were gradually 
iatroduced into the cupalo, to which was also added 
a little limestone for a flux. In a few hours this 
small melting pot (for so it may be termed) produced 
a result of thirty five per cent. of metal, which was 
so lively and fluid in its nature, that the workmen 
employed, cast from it some delicate, ornaments, 
consisting of flowers, leaves, and figures of various 
kinds ; and the remail!der was formed into pig iron, 
·ofthe No. I quality, presenting 0. fine smooth face, 
and yielding freely to the file and drills. 

This experiment shows at once the bountiful hand 
of Providence; in bestowing upon this great COIiti­
nent, for the use of its rapidly growing and widely 
spreading population, combined advantages unknown 
in any other parts of the Globe; and we congratulate 
the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia, in particular, on. the 
developement of such important resources. We also 
eincerel,. hope and trust, that the adventurers who 
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have so liberally spent their Capital in bringing to­

light, the hidden treasures of the Province, will be 
speedily and amply compensated for their great trou­
ble and risk. 

POMKET COA.L FIELD. 

Although only one vein of coal, and that of no va­
lue, has been discovered at the head of Pomket har­
bour, it evidently belongs to a formation unconnect­
ed with any other of the same kind, and in the lan­
guage of Werner, is an "independent Coal Field."­
The vein is only eight inches thick, and dips at a 
small angle to the north; limestone may be seen 
about one mile to the westward of the coal, and in 
several other places not far distant. The extent of 
this field has not been ascertained. Beds of slate 
clay occur between Tracadie and Pomket ; also on 
the South River of Antigonish, and pieces of coal are 
occasionally fOl,lnd in the northern river, whi~h em~ 
ties itselfinto Milford Haven. From these data we 
may reasonably infer, that there is an extensive for­
mationofthestrata, which are usually associated with 
coal veins, in this part of the country, although no 
valuable depositS of that fi)ssil have yet beenwsco­
vered •. The small vein at Pomket is evidently com~ 
posed of vegetable substances; the grai n and fibre of 
carbonized wood are well defined and abundant 
throughout the vein, wbich reposes upon a soft blue 
shale. 

COAL FIELD OF CUMBERLAND. 

This coal field is situated between the river Macan 
and the shores ofChignecto Bay, in the western part 
of the county; the northern limits are formed by the 
outcrop of the carboniferous limestone, which, com-
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mencing at Cape Maringuin, passes to the southward 
of the village of Minudie, and approaches the Truro 
and Amherst road, five miles from the latter place. 
A beautiful section of the strata composing this coal 
field, from the limestone upwards, is exhibited in the 
high cliffs on the Joggen shore, over an horizental 
extent of about three miles. The cliff is composed 
of alternate beds of sandstone and slate clay, contain­
ing occasionally thin seams of bituminous coal ; the 
inclination of the strata is towards the south at an 
angle of twenty- one degrees. There are about eight 
veins of coal, one of which is four feet and another 
three feet in thiokness, the others vary from a few 
inches to three feet and upwards. One of the three 
1eet veins consists of one foot good.coal, and two feet 
(the lower IlBrt) o~ an inferior quality, being very 
etaty and tlulphurious. The four feet vein, which 
lies above the preceding, is of a very inferior des­
cription. A amaH vein of coal is also seen on tqe 
river Herbert, and is propably an extension of one of 
the above. 

A bed of sandstone in this coal field exhibits a 
great number of trunks of large trees, completely 
converted into a close silicious freestone ; the only 
appearance of vegetable remains, being a carbonace­
ous coating, which invests the trunk of about one 
~ighth of an inch in thickness, and which probabJy 
was the bark of the tree. In some small specimens 
of about four inches in diameter, after the coaly sub­
,.tance has been removed, indentations may be ob­
aerved in the external surface; and, when broke 
through, exhibit concentric, circles of a black colour, 
not much thicker than a 'line, which are analogous 
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to the rings, representing the yearly growth of trees. 
These silicious trunks are only found in one bed of 
sandstone, twelve feet in thickness, overhtid by a bed 
ofshale; itis very remarkable that the trunks, which 
are invariably in a vertical position, do not extend 
.into the superincumbent statum of shale, but appee.r 
as if broken off as soon as they come in contact with 
it. Under these circumstances the most .rea80nabl, 
inferences are, that the forest was inundated when 
the subjacent beds were in a horizontal position, 
that an immense stratum of sand was depoBited up­
on them-and that the tops, or. those parts of tho 
trees above the level of the sand, were broken off or 
decayed before the deposition of the superincumbent 
bed of shale.'·The sandstone containing these orga .. 
nic remains, is situated below the principal veina of 
coal, and is of a coarse gritty nature, and of a dark 
brown colour. The silicious sandstone oonatitutiQg 
the trunks is of a greenish ea.st, and mUM finer 
grain than the stratum in which they ooour. 

The grindstones, so much esteemed in the United 
States, under the name of" Nova·Scotia blue grits,". 
are obtained from a stratum of sandstone, whioh lies 
between the coal measures just described, and the 
limestone which forms the base of the whole series ; 
hence, it may very properly be classed in tbe forma­
tion called" Millstone Grit" in England, both on ac­
count of the similar positions in which it is found in. 
the Carboniferous order, and from its nature and cha­
racter. It oonsists of a stratum of grit or freestone" 
forty four feet in thickness, cropping out on the shore 
about one mile north of the " three foot coal." Its 
dip is more rapid than that of the ooal meaawa, 
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being at an angle of twenty seven degrees; the beat 
atones are obtained when the tide is out, aad being 
put into boats which float on the return of the tide, 
are conveyed on shore to be formed. These quarries 
employ about forty men, and eighteen hundred tODS 
are annually exported to the United States, where· 
the price is generally from fourteen to eighteen Dol. 
lars per ton. The quarries are upon the property of 
the late Governor Desbarres, and are at present 
leased to Mr. Simonds, of Minudie, by whom they 
are again leased to different parties of workmen, who 
pay a monthly sum for the privilege of getting stone 
upon a limited portion of the stratum. 

The limestone subjacent to the Cumberland coal 
field is of excellent quality, and very abundant.­
ThA old red sandstone also crops out from beneath 
the limestone beds at Minudie and on the rher ~a· 
pan, where its basset is overlaid by the more hori­
zonWstrata of the new:- red sandstone. 

LONDONDERRY AND ONSLO" COAL FIELD. 

An extensive tract of strata of grits and shales, 
containing a few unimportant beds' of bituminous coal, 
Itretch across this part of the country ; they com· 
mence at the Grand Village River, near the foot of 
Cobequid mountain, and extend over ~he Chiganois, 
the North River and Salmon River, from west to east, 
nearly parallel with the north shore of Cobequid Bay, 
and about eight miles from it; onevein,which occurs 
near the Onslow and Tatmagouche road, eight miles 
from the former place, is eighteen inches in thickness, 
and dips to the southward at an angle of thirty six 
degrees ; another ten inches in thickness on the 
Grand Village River, dips northerly. Small nodule. 
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t)f clay, ironston-e occurs in the slate ijJay, unclerlyiDg 
this coal. These veins are apparently the lowest in 
the coal field, as the limestone cropi out a very mon 
distance beyond them. The more important veinl, if 
any snch exist, will be found nearer the centre of the " 
coal field, and are now concealed by the new red 
eandstone; which occupies a very considerable area 
on the shores of Cobequid Bay. 

INDICATIONS or tOAL AT WALLACE, (LATE 11.UISBEG.) 

Several beds of slate clay ocour on the southern 
shore of Wallace Harbour, and the sandstone strata 

up the river, from w_henoe a very excellent building 
atone is procured, evidently belong to the millstone 
grit series. The remains of old excavationa, it is re­
ported, may be seen neat' Fox Harbour~ which il very 
probable, as the beds of shale dip in that direction. 

INDICATIONS OF COAL ON GAY;S BIVEL 

A small seam of lignite hOll been discovered in the 
'Vicinity of this ri'Ver, overlaid by a bed of limestone. 
Judging frolD the stratification of this part of the 
country, and the nature of the formation. which are 
the most prevalent, namely, clay slate and trap 
rocks, we have little hesitation in asserting, that 
there are no extensive beds of bituminous coal in this 
neighbourhood. It is true that limestone is abundant, 
but it probably belongs to the transition classofrocb; 
and although limestone generally forms the base of 
the coal meaaUlal, we are not, on that account, to 
conclude that where limestone exists ~ -coal vein. 
must, 81 a matter of course, accompany it. 

NEW BED IA.NbITONE. 

l.~is formation occupies a very great proportion of 
the eutern part of the Province, between the BaIift 
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of Mines and Northumberland straits. Commencing 
on the outcrop of the carboniferous limestone of the 
Cumberland coal field, it extends along the Truro 

. road, as far as the River Philip, then turning to the 
north-east, it reposes upon the transition chains of 
Cobequid, and continues with very little interruption 

:to Toney's River, near Pictou: it is the prevalent 
rock on the ltiver John, at Tatmngouche, Ramsheg, 
and Pugwash ; also at Amherst, and upon the Rivers 
Macan and Napan. Another extensive deposit 
stretches from the south-east base of Cobequid mou~ 
tain, and covers nearly the whole of the Township. 
of Londonderry, Onslow, Tniro, and Upper Souiae. 
Several small patches also occur between Gay'. 
River and the Souiac, in the immediate neighoour­
hood of clay slate and trap. After passing ihe bud 
of grits and shales on Salmon River, new red sand­
stOne again commences on Mount Tom, and conti­
nues uninterruptedly to the west river of Pictou., 
where it probably overruns the coal measures. 

The Same formation surrounds the harbour of .An­
tigonish, and extends several miles up the intervale, 
above the viUage :it is also .said to occur on the St. 
Mary's River. The Dew red sandstone is character­
ized by the occurrence of the numerous and exten­
e,ive beds of gypsum associated with it. This import­
ant mineral is 'very abundaQ.t near Antigonish, at 
Ramsheg, on the Rivers Philip, Napan, and Shube­
nacadie. 

Several salt springs also rise in this formation : the 
most important is that upon Black River, a branch 
of the River Philip, which yields twelve and a half 
per cent. of pure salt. The others, which do not af-
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ford more than from five to eight per cent. occur on 
the west and middle rivers of Pictou, the River Phi­
lip, the west river of. Antigonish, and on Salmon 
River near Truro. A fine spring is also said to have 
been discovered in the upper settlement on the 
River Souiao. 

PART III. 

Geological Sketch. of Cape-Brdon. 
The Geological structure of the Island of Cape­

BretOR is very .similar to that of the eastern section 
of Nova-Scotia; and where it approaches the main­
land, at the Gut of Canso, the connexion (although 
partially interrupted by the occurrence of basaltio 
rocks) is very evident. No later formations than the 
new red sandstone have been observed, excepting 
the alluvial deposits, which are neither numerous 
Bor extensive; but from the sandstone downware1s, 
Gape Breton can enumerate nearly the whole of the 
rocks, which constitute the transition and primitive 
formations. 

Suffi.cient information has not been obtained, to 
. enable us to describe the extent and limits of each 
class of rocks, only a very small portion of this exten­
sive island having yet been examined; we can there­
fore merely point out the localities of each formation, 
their supposed extent, and the principal minerals they 
contain. A survey of the coal fields, which are by 
far the most important assemblag~ of strata in the 
Island, will be found in their proper place, and it· is 
hoped will furnish a tolerably correct view of thei~ 
situation and extent. 

PRIMITIVE AND TRANSITION CLASSES. 

In the range of high land, which extends from the 
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head of the eatera arm of the great lake, nearly to 
St. Peter'!, a great variety of rocks OCCOI': Gr_ik~ 

~e o.ld.,.t of the primitive olass, occupies a conside­
rable portion ; it commences on the Sydney and St. 
Peter'. road, about fifteen miles from the formel" 
pla~, and co~tinues six or eight miles in a south, 
west direction, along the shores of the lake. It has 
Dot been ascertained how far it extends in an easter­
ly coorse! it probably is the same formation which 
•• Ai4 to eX\8~ on the eastern shores of the Island, 
it. oontinuation beiDg ooncealed on the Mire IUver, 
by the later formations which repoae upon it. It is 
seneralJy of a very SIR,,"I grain, and of a grey or red 

CDlour, the former being the most prevalent. It passes 
iueDsibly into aie .. ite or greenstone, which occupies 
the remainder of the range of hills above mentioned, 
from where the ~Dite 4'ease8 to the Red Island set­
tlements; p~nting a steep and broken cliff to the 
qe cUthe lake, and rising in abrupt precipices from 
~e numerous deep .vines which intersect this pel't 

pf the Island. 
Th, c~racte .. and appearuce of this rock (green­

atone) are greatly diversified. III some places it 
pBlleIJ imperceptibly ~to 0 claystone prophyry, of a 
dull pen co100l'; in others, ita structure is slaty, 
and the crrato1s scarcely du.cmonable. The rocks 
~ .Mount Granville, near St. Peter's, belong 
lG thia formation, where the physical charoeterof 
the peensCone is much better defined than in the 

preceding localities, and the crystals of hornblende, 
which are of a dull green colour, IDore easily recog­
nised. The lituation of this rock is perfectly insular, 
in a GeoJopcallaue, being surrounded with olhers 
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of a much more recent formation, rmd it appears to 
have been forced up from beneath the original eup.Pf. 
incumbent beds. Of this indeed there can be . little 
doubt in the present instance, (or a bed of transition 
limestone reposes nearly upon the summit of Mount 
Granville (a conical hill about three hundred feet 
high) dipping rapidly to the south-east. This (lime­
stone) being a stratified rock, it never eculd have 
been deposited in its present elevated position; it 
also exhibits convincing proofs of the eonvulsioD8 
which it has undergone. 

Clay slate has only been noticed in one inlltanee, 
namely,on the south shore of the harbour of Arichat, 
where it occurs, stratified in vertical beds, traversed 
by numerous small veins of quartz and calcareous 
spar. Its superficial extent is very inconsiderable, 
aad it appears to be surrounded witll Greywacke, 
which occupies nearly the whole of the Isle of Ma­
dame. There is probably no place of equal extent 
that can afford such numerous specimens of Grey­
wacke as this small Island; it may be seen pa8sing 
from clay lIlate, through an endless variety of grada­
tions, into old red sandstone. Between great and lit .. 
tie Arichat,imrnense weather-beaten masses ofa very 
eoarse kind, protrude above the surface, which is 
consequently rugged and barren ;. prooeeding from 
hence to Descous, it gradually becomes more eom~ 
pact and granular, and it may be seen in its last stage 
at that place, where it passes into old red sandstone. 

Greyuac1ce mad GreytMCk'LrlUate also occupy an ex­
tensive tract, between the red Islanda and St. Peter's, 
stretching out towards the head of the Grand River 
in an easterly direction. Associated with this for. 
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mat~n, there are several beds of transition lime-
110n4t, both ill the Isle of Madame and opposite the 
red Islands; at the latter place a deposit of shell lime­
stone, apparently unstratified, may be seen almost in 
immediate contact with several vertical beds of a red­
dish brown limestone, which is translucent on the 
edges. The former is certainly as fine limestone as 
IWY in the country, for building or agricultural pur­
pates, and the latter appears sufficiently compact to 
be suceeptible of a high polish. 

SECONDA.RY CLA.SS. 

Proceeding upwards in the geological seriet, the 
next formation we have to notice is the old re4 sand­

Itone, which reposes upon the Greywacke, and is in-:. 
timately connected with it ; or in other words, the 
lower beds of the former bear such a striking resem­
blance, both in character and appearance, to the up­
per beds of the latter, that it is frequently impossible 
to fix the exact line of separation between these for­
mations; such is the case in Lennox passage, where 
the old red sandstone constitutes both shores of the 
etraits from Deacous to the River Inhabitants, and 
probably runs from hence circuitously around the 
coal field on that river. From the great entrance of 
the Bras d'Or Lake, it ranges in a south eastern di­
rection across the Island of Bouladerie" passing to 
the soQ,~".rd of the town of Sydney, and underly­
ing the earboniferous limestone, which forms the 
south weSt boundary of the Sydney coal field. The 
remark made by Conyb.,re on the agricultural cha­
racter of this rock, is strlckingly verified in the pre­
ceding localities ; for instance, in Lennox passage, 
wbere the sandstone beds exclusively prevail, the 
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Boil is· sandy and barren, affording support only for 
mosses, ferns and brushwood; but where the sand­
stone alternates with argillaceous beds, the soil is, on 
the contrary, fertile and productive, as the luxuri­
ant groves of hard wood on the Island of Boularderie 
bear ample evidence. 

The carboniferous limestone which rests upon the 
old red sandstone, is a rock of the greatest impor­
tance, for it determine. the boundaries and extent of 
the coal fields which it surrounds, constituting the 
Basin or Trough in which the coal veins, and strata 
Dssociated with them,are deposited; it wiIJ, therefore, 
be more convenient to include this rock in the des­
cription of the coal measures under the following 
head:-

EASTERN COAL DISTRICT OF CAPE BRETON. 

'fhisextensive and important Coal District com­
mences at t~e northern head of Mire Bay, and con­
tinues to the great entrance of the Bras d'Or Lakes, 
being in length thirty five miles, and averaging five 
miles in width. From a minute calculation of the 
area of this district, deducting the harbours, bays, 
and numerous indentations in the coast, it a'ppears, 
that, there are one hundred and twenty square miles oj 
land containing 'IIJOf'kable IIeifIB of coal. For the sake of 
conciseness we shall call the above area <C the Syd­
ney coal field," although the two extreme points are 
nearly twenty miles distant from the town of Syd: 
ney. The carboniferous limestone which forms the 
base of the Sydney coal field, may be traced from 
Cape Dauphin, crossing the Island of Bouladerie in 
a continuous line to the town of Sydney, the course 
being about S. S. E. and dipping to the N. E. From 
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Sydney it is suppoaed·to incline more to the eastward, 
and extend towards the Island of Scatari, but a8 this 
part of the country has not been examined, the pre­
sumption is only fOllnded on the fact, thbt, " no veins 
of coal nor any indicatioIls of them have been ob­
served further to the southwarft than thOic in the 
Promontory, which forms the northern head of 
Mire Bay." If a line be drawn from Beateri to Syd­
ney, ·and thence to Cape Dauphin, it will form the 
S9uth Weet boundary of the Sydney Coal Field ; the 
general dip of the veins being towards the North 
East, we cannot therefore determine their boundary 
in that direotion. Judging from the oomparitive in­
clination of the highest and lowest strata on the 
Western shore of Spanish River, where there is a 
cliff three miles in length, oroBsing the beds in the 
direction of their dip, we should" suppose that the 
lower veins crop out in the Sea ten or twelve miles 

"-
from the shore. The high cliffs which form an ex-
tended liAe of mineral precipices along the whole 
coast, exhibit very satisfactory ansi interesting sec­
tions of the strata, from the shale and grit beds over .. 
lying the limestone to the highest veIns of coal. In 
theae cliffs, fourteen veins of bituminous coal, of ex­
cellent quality, none of which are under three feet 
in thickness, have been observed. Beginning at the 
North West extremity, we shallarr~ge them in the 
order in which they occur, and specify the depth or 
thickness of each in the following list: 
No. Depth in ft. Locality. 
1 S Great entrance of the Bras d'Or lake 

6 
6 

Point Aconi. 
W. side oflittle entrance ofBraa Q'Or. 
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6 

'7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

U 

IS 
14 

4·6 
S 
I) 

6 

5 

9 

S 
11 

-. 
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E. aide oflittle entrance oCBraa d'Or. 
West shore of Spanish Rivei' 

Do Do 
Do Do 
Do Do 

North shore of Lingan Bay 
Do Do 

South shore Do 

From a minute examination of the greater p...-t or 
the preceding veins, and careful compariBOn of the 
strata accompanying them, we are positive in assert­
ing that those numbered 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 &. 11, 
in the preceding table are distinct and unconnected 

. vems; the others, numbered 2, 3, 12, 13 &. 14, have 
not been particularly examined and are possibly con­
tinuations of some of the precedi~g veins. 

The two deep veins in Lingan Bay are of the best .. 
quality in the Sydney Coal Field: the nine feet vein, 
which is exposed in the North cliff, dips to t~e N. E. 
at an angle of 10 degrees. The eleven feet vein on 
the South side dips to the East at an angle of 5 0 ~ This 
differenee of inclination is caused by a f~ult, which 
runs from North East to South West, and may be 
seen in the northern cliff. A specimen of coal from 
the eleven feet vein has been' carefully analyzed by 
an eminent chemist, and found to contain only three 
quarters of an unit per cent. of extraneous substances. 

The next in point of importance are the veins on 
the western shore of Spanish River : a beautifalseo-. 
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tion oftbe strata which constitute this portion of the 
Coal !t'ield, is exhibited in the cliff whieh extend. 
from Cranberry Head to the North Bar, a distance 
of three miles. These strata dip to the North East, 
at an angle of '1 0 and consist of beds of shale and 
sandstone, whose regular alternations with each 0-

ther are interrupted only by the frequent occurrenCe 
of coal veins, amounting to ~fteen in number: of 
these four are workable, the remaining eleven vary 
from three to eighteen inches in depth. The first 
and highest in the series of the four principal veins 
Is very conspicuous in the cliff at Cranberry head, 
its thickness is three feet. As this vein crops out 
within a few yllrds of the extreme point of the pro­
montory, and dips towards the sea, there is not moye 
than an acre of it above high water mark. All the 
other veins rise up to the surface, to the South West 
of the preceding, their outcrops or basset edges fOml­

ing paralleilines, running in a North West direction 
from the Harbonrt excepting where the irregularities 
of the surface cause their outcrops to unduillte. 
The veins corresponding to the numbers 6, '1 &. 8, 
crop out about three quarters of a mile beyond each 
other in succession. The veins 6 and 8 were work­
ed some years ago, to a Considerable extent, but ow­
ing to their inferior quality, their use hl1s been gradu­
ally superseded by the six feet vein, corresponding 
to No. '1. This vein has for many yeats supplied the 
Halifax Market, and it at present furnishes one of the 
moat considerable articles of export from Cape Bre­
ton. The consumption is gradually inerellSing : the 
quantity exported during the last few years averaged 
eisht thousand five hundred chaldrons. 

Digitized by Google 



443 

The method of working these mines is at present 
very imperfect; the coal is canTeyed in .mall wag­
~n., each containing six bushels, llpon a wooden 
railway, from the Rooms or Chambers to the bottom 
of the Pit, from whence it is raised by horses~ aDd 
then eunveyed in carts to the wharf, for shipment. 
Nio.ety men are employed here in winter, sixty in 
summer, and twenty horses constantly. 

An extensive Dyke traverses the Spanish River, 
nearly parallel with its course, for the strata on the 
Eastern shore, which consist of :sbales and sand­
stones, with a fe\V unimportant beds of coal, dip to 
the North at an angle of 45 0 • 

The total thickness of the strata, constituting the 
coal measures on the West side of the Harbour, a­
mounts to 1740 feet; that of the millstone grits and 
shale, probably 1200. The thickness of the carboni­
ferous limestone has not yet been ascertained. 

WESTED COAL DISTRICT OF CAPE BRETON. 

This includes the Coal Field on the River Inhabi­
tants, and those of Port Hood and Mabou. We are 
not at present in po&$ession of any particulars relat­
ing to either of these Coal Fields, but we have certain 
information that an extensive bed of coal exists 011. 

the River Inhabitants, at a considerable distance 
from its mouth. A small vein has also been observed 
in Caribicoo Bay, near the south end of the Gut of 
Canso, which without doubt belongs to the B8IIle 

-formation. 
The Coal Fields of Port Hood and Mabou, are only 

~nown by report : they are very unimportant, and 
it it not ascertained whether they be connected or 
distinct formatioDl. 
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.EW' BED UNDS'lONE. 

The lut, bu t by no means the least important of 
the regular coD80lidated fonnatioDs which occur in 
this island is the new red sandstone, which is un­
doubtedly the most extensive deposit we have to no­
tice. It commences beyond the outcrop of the old 
red Sandstone, and is seen reposing in horizontal 
beds almost immediately upon the basset edges of the 
highly inclined strata of that rock in the great en· 
trance to the lakes, about ten miles South West of 
Cape Dauphin : it occupies nearly one half of the a­
rea of the island of Bouladerie, and extends from the 
above point along the· Northern shore of the Lake, 
including Great and Little Bedeque, to the head of 
Whycocomah, skirting the base of the Highlands, 
which traverse the Island from the head of St. 
Ann's harbour to the source of the River Inhabitants, 
and which form the line of seperation of the water­
courses, flowing on one side into the lakes,-on the 
other into the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Those two ex­
tensive peninsulas, formed by the arm of the lake 
called Whycocomah and the River Denny, and by 
the River Denny and the North West Arpt, are oc­
cupied in a great part if not wholly by this formation, 
and it probably overruns the Eastern borders of the 
River Inhabitants. It again occurs near Ship Har­
bour in the Gut of Canso, but does not appear to. be 
extensive: this is probably a branch from the North 
West Arm of the Lake, but whether it continues un­
interruptedly, from one place to the other across the 
River Inhabitants, is not known. 

It would be preposterous to attempt an enumera­
tion of the various characters of this formation, in 
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Boob an extensive area; it is in general, however, of 
a deep red colour, and very coarse description, con­
taining immense beds of conglomerate. The most 
remarkable of these are displayed in an abrupt point, 
near Bedeque, called red head. They consist of 
rounded and angular masses of the older rocks, ce­
mented by a base of sand and clay. From the highly 
inclined position of this conglomerate, which is nearly 
vertical, it might almost be suspected to belong to 
the old red sandstone, but the existence of an exten­
sive bed of Gypsum in the immediate vicinity, is a 
convincing proof to the contrary. 

'fhis formation, in a commercial point of view, 
ranks next in importance to the coal fields of the 
Island. It contains immense deposits of Gypsum, of 
a very superior quality for agricultural purposes, and 
will, 'ere long, become an article of considerable traf­
fic with our republican neighbours, who know how 
to appreciate its value. The most valuable locali­
ties of this mineral are .upon the Island of Boulade­
rie,and in the great entrance to the Lakes, in a Cove, 
called (rather pompously) Big harbour; at the last 
place it constitutes a cliff several miles in e~tent, and 
in some places thirty feet in height. The Gypsum 
in the lower part of.the clitr is sufficiently compact 
for architectural purposes, and that near the surface 
appears well adapted for potter's moulds, stucco, 
flooring, 4-c. It is very conveniently situated for 
export, as vessels of great burthen may approach 
clQse to the cliff. It also occurs abundantly at Little 
Bedeque ; at the narrows of Whycocomah, on the 
river J)enny, and, in abrupt precipices on both sides 
of the straits which unite the two Lakes, sometimes 
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called the Scotch narrows ; also between 8t. Ann'. 
harbour and Inganish, and in Aspey Bay, near 
Cape North. The Gypsum quarries in Plaisur Cove, 
in the Gut of Canso, have been long known, Rnd till 
lately great quantities have been annually exported. 

The numerous salt springs which also have their 
source in the new red sandstone, will no doubt, when 
properly investigated, be found well worth the at.­
tention of capitalists. Situated so near to the veins 
of coal, so neCessary in the manufacture of aalt, and 
in the very heart of the best Fisheries of North Arne .. 
rica, these promise fair to become, at a future day, a 
productive source of wealth to the proprietors, and 
oCincalculable benefit to the Fisheries. The princi­
pal brine springs are at Little Bedeque, on the road 
(rom Margaree, near the mouth of the WagaDlatcook, 
at the head of Whycocomah, and in the north west 
bay, nIl in the Bras d'Or Lakes. That near the 
Wagamatcook is certainly the best in the Island; 
it contains twelve per cent. by measure, the others 
do not exceed six per cent. 

St. Paul's Island, situated fifteen miles north east 
of Cape North, appears to be quite unconnectedio 
a Geological sense with the strata constituting the 
northern part of Cape Breton. We are not, howe­
ver, prepared to say positively what are the prevail­
ing rocks near Cape North, but from the occurrence 
of extensive beds of Gypsum in Aspey Bay, it is rea-
1!Ionable to infer that the secondary formations 0c­

cupy the greater portion of that part of the Island. It 
may, perhaps, appear rather preposterous to deter­
mine the geological character of St. Paul's Island, 
from the examination of a single specimen of Basalt, -
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but its detached situation confirms the suppOflition 
that it hilS been originally formed by a submarine 
volcano. The Basalt is of black colour, with a green­
ish shade,and apparently contains a large proportion 
of o:xide bf iron. This Island rises like an immense 
cone from the bottom of the ocean, the sloping sidel 
becoming nearly vertical "at the surface of the water, 
and forming an abrupt cliff. The depth of water ie 
very great close to the shore, and, at only three milee 
distance from the northern extremity, a line of one 
hundred and forty fathoms did not reach the bottom. 

PART IV. 

Metallic eMmera" of the Eastern Section of Nova &oM 
and Cape Breton. 

COPPER ORES. 

a. YitreOUll Copper, or sulphuret of copper; has 
been found in several places in Nova-Scotia, but not " 
in sufficient quantities to induce any expensive trials. 
It occurs on the ~orthern banks of FrenchRiver, Ta­
tamagouch, in the form of nodul~ or Battish globu­
lar masses, seldom exceeding the size of an egg, i01-
bedded in a stratum of new red sandstone. Also 
upon Waugh's River, Tatamagouch, traversing a 
rock of the same formation, accompanied by mineral 
charcoal and carbonate of copper j at the former of 
these places, it also forms a component part of a bed 
of conglomerate which overlies the stratum contain­
ing the nodules. 

At Minndie, in Cumberland, in a smaJl vein not 
exceeding one inch in width, in a bed of hard red 
shale, which underlies the carboniferous limestone 
of the Cumberland Coal Field. 

Also, accompanying carbonate of copper and lignite, 
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in a small stratum in sandstone, on Great TODey'lI 
River, near Pictou. 

b. Grey Oopper Ore.-Very rich specimens of this 
mineral abound upon Caraboo river Dear Pictou, in 
a bed of coarse conglomerate, belonging to the old 
red sandstone formation. It is principally massive ; 
crystallized specimens are,however, occasionally met 
with. A sample of one taken from this place yielded 
seventy-five per cent. of pure copper. 

Arsenical Grey Oopper .-A variety is found at the 
same place, intermixed with the above, in very small 
quantities. 

By examining the map of Nova-Scotia, prefixed 
to the first volume, it will be observed that the loca­
lities of the whole of the preceding minerals, al­
though at a distance from one another, range nearly 
in the same straight line from Caraboo to Minudie, 
that the characters of the specimens are small, and 
that they are all found in secondary strata. But 
as these seconda~ rocks seldom or never contain 
veins of copper, or any other valuable metal worth 
working, it cannot fail to strike a minute observer, 
that the small deposits of copper ore found at the 
above places, are merely the ramifications of an im­
mense vein of that mineral, which traverses the 
transition rocks, under-lying the secondary formations 
in which the above occur. 

c. Green Oarbonate oj Oopper. This ore is found mas­
sive, investing the nodules of vitreous ore on French 
and Waugh rivers, and at Minudie, also filling the 
joint!!! and interstices of the mineral charcoal, which 
accompanies the vitreous ore in Toney's river. Fi­
brous aDd massive varieties also occur with the Grey 
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copper, at Cariboo, and in a vein on the East River 
oCPictou. 

d. Blue Cmbonate of Copper. This variety occurs 
sparingly with the preceding at Cariboo, and also 
investing the matrix of the vein on the East River. 

e. YeUtno Copper Ore or Copper pyrites. Although in 
other countries this is in general the most abundant 
of the ores of copper, it is remarkable, that only very 
trifling specimens have hitherto been foundinNova­
Scotia. It has not ~een found accompanying any of 
the preceding varieties, except on the East River of 
Pictou, where there is a mineral vein running in a 
direction parallel with the inclination of the rock in 
which it occurs. This rock js of a silicious nature, 
and forms the connecting link bp.tween the old red 
sandstone and the Greywacke; very small quanti­
ties of Copper Pyrites have been met with in detach­
ed pieces in the matrix of the veins, accompanying 
Carbonate of Copper, which is the most abundant. 

f. Red Ozide of Copper. A very small specimen of 
the massive red oxide has been observed with the 
green carbonate in the same vein in which the Py­
rites occur-it is externally of a reddish brown co­
lour, and apparently ferruginous. 

LEAD onES. 

Very few lead ores have yet been found in Nova­
Scotia; the following are the only specimens that 
have come within our observation :-

a. Galena or Sulphuret oj Lead. Fine IDassive spe. 
cimens of this mineral have been found near Guys­
borough, in the County of Sydney, in Greywacke, 
which, is the prevailing rock in that neighbourhood. 

Argentiferous Galena also OCCUl'8 ill the Isle of 
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Madame : it has not been discovered in a regular 
vein, but is met with in detached masses, called by 
miners shoads or tumblers; these masses were found 
in a loamy soil overlying Greywake. The propor­
tion of silver is apparently very considerable, proba­
bly thiny ounces in the 'ron. 

b. Carbonate of LtM. Occurs in an earthy friable 
atate, coating the last mentioned variety. 

MOLYBDENA. 

a. Sulphuret of oMolybdena. Beautiful specimens of 
this mineral have been found in a phosphoritic rock 
on the coast of Gabarus· Bay, Cape Breton; it occurs 
massive and crystallized,in very low double six sided 
pyramids, connected by a short prism; also in six 
sided tables at the same place. It is accompanied 
by Iron Pyrites of a deep yelJow colour, crystallized 
in cubes, whose plains are striated. Molybdena has 
not yet been found in any other part of Nova-Scotia. 

IRON ORES. 

Nova-Scotia is very abundant in the ores of this 
useful metal. The following are the principal varie­
ties which occur in the eastern part of the ProYince. 

a. Clay Iron Stone. This is by far the most im­
portant of the Iron 'Ores. The greatest quantities 
occur in the shale strata of the Pictou Coal Field. 
We cannot at present enumerate the several beds 
which are interstratified with the coal measures, as 
the whole of the coal field has fiGt yet been proved. 
At least fifteen different strata have been observed, 
some of which are of considerable thickness, and 
very good quality.- It is also found in the shale of 
the coal formation in Spanish River and Lingan, 
Cnpe Breton; At the former place, in a bed of shale, 
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immediately above the main coal vein, in globular 
and uniform masses; some pieces are hollow and 
contain crystals of calcarious spar in the cavities.-
At Lingan it occurs abundantly in the shale, in amor­
phous masses; no regular beds, consisting of flat ta­
bular strata, have yet been discovered at either of 
the two last localities; such beds are, however, very. • 
common in the Pictou Coal Field. 

b. Titaniforous Oxydulatea Iron Saoo. This curious 
mineral occurs in minute grains, intermixed with 
mica, quartz and sargoons, in considerable quantities, 
jn detached beds, upon the beaches of Aspey Bay, 
and in the east arm of the Bras d'Or Lake, Cape 
Breton. An assay of a specimen from the former 
place, produced !Sixty per cent. ofiron. 

c. Compact Rea Iron Ore, occurs in a vein or bed 
of enormous thickness, traversing Greywacke slate 
on the eastern branch of the East River of Pictou.­
The one sometimes contains distinct remains of se­
veral kinds of sheHs, of which the cornucopia is the 
most abundant. This vein has been traced, run­
ing from S. S. W. to N. N. E. a distance of three 
miles; at the northern extremity, where it is forty 
feet in width, a branch or flyer runs from it in an 
easterly direction, and is six feet in width. A mi­
nute assay produced thirty eight per cent. of pure 
metal. 

d. Broum Hl!mitite, Is found in large globular 
masses, some weighing two hundred pounds, about 
two miles west of the vein last mentioned. Some of 
the smaller masses aft'ord beautiful cabinet speci­
mens, which, when broken, exhibit a radiated struc­
ture, frequently concentric lamellar in the ~pposit. 
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direction. These concentric bands of different c0-

lours alternate with each other; the appearance is 
very striking. Acicular crystals occur sparingly, 
lining cavities in the above minerals of an iron black 
colour and glimmering lustre. 

e. Black Hremitite, is equally abundant, and in the 
same situations as the preceding. The masses are 
also generally of the same form and appearance : the 
most interesting specimens, are those which occur­
in long columnar Boagregated crystals, generahy term­
ed-" columnar distinct concretions." When these 
are broken at right angles with the crystals, the 
section of each column displays a peculiar brilliancy 
and lustre. 

f. Red Ochre-Red oxide of Iron, is found in the 
banks of a small brook, which empties itself into the 
eastern branch of the East River of Pictou, in a bed 
of considerable dimensions, in clay slate. It also 
abounds in the cliffs, between Cape North and Aspey 
Bay, in Cape Breton. . 

g. Specular Iron Ore.-The localities of this mine­
ral are numerous, but it hns not been found in quan­
tities of ~uch importance. It is most abundant in 
the neighbourhood of Guysborough, in the County 
of Sydney, where it occurs in small veins traversing 
greywacke; also shoads or detached masses of a 
micareous variety, are found in the Boil overlying 
greywacke on the banks of Salmon River. It occurs 
in greywacke in the Isle of Madame, and in a silici­
ous rock on the Middle River of Pictou, and on Mount 
Tom. 

h. Bog Iron Ore.-Friable bog iron ore occurs in 
small qnantities,in a marshy piece of ground, a short 
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distance to the westward of the vein of red iron ore, 
on the east river of Pictou ; and it appears to have 
been, and is probably at the present day, forming 
from the water which passes over that vein: it is 
found in small tuberous masses, with a soft earthy 
fracture, and dark brown colour. 

i. Iron Pyrites.-This ore is so universally distribu­
ted, that it would be an endless task to enumerate its 
various localities ; it is found crystallized in a great 
variety of forms, of whiah the most common is the 
cube-also in amorphous and globular masses. 

ORES OF MANGANESE. 

a. Grey Oxide oj Manganese, occurs in considera­
ble quantities in the mountain limestone, near Am­
herst, in Cumberland, generally in detached pieces 
in the open joints of the rock, sometimes in small 
veins. or strings-its general structure is massive, 
but occasionally botryoidal and stalactitic. 

An earthy oxide of Manganese is also found in 
small botryoidal masses in a dark clayey soil, overly­
ing limestone at Cariboo, near Pictou. 
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