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PREFACE.

—
pne———1

It is not my-intention to detain the reader by
expatiating on the variety, or the importance of
the subject, which I have undertaken to treat ;
since the merit of the choice would serve to ren-
der the weakness of the execution still more ap-
parent, and still less excusable. Butas I have
presumed to lay before the public a_first volume
only*® of the History of the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire, it will perhaps be expected
that 1 should explain, in a few words, the na-
tare and limits of my general plan.

The memorable series of revolutions, which,
in the course of about thirteen centuries, gradu-
ally undermined, and at length destroyed, the
solid fabric of human greatness, may, with some
propriety, be divided in the three following pe-
riods :

I. The first of these periods may be traced
from the age of Trajan and the Antonines, when
the Roman mounarchy, baving attaimed its full
- strengtb and maturity, began to verge towards
its decline; and will extend to the subversion of
the Western Empire, by the barbarians of Ger-
many and Scythia, the rude ancestors of the
most polished nations of modern Europe. This
extraordinary revolution,which subjected Rome

¢ Tha first wlume of the quyrto, which is now contained in the two
nreil ralames of the octero edition.
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to the power of a Gothic conqueror, was com-
pleted about the beginning of the sixth century.

I1. The second period of the Decline and Fall
of Rome, may be supposed to commence with the
reign of Justinian, who by his laws, as well as
by his victories, restored a transieut splendour
to the Eastern Empire. It will comprehend the
invasion of Italy by the Lombards; the con-
quest of the Astatic and African provinces by
the Arabs, who embraced the religion of Ma-
homet; the revolt of the Roman people against
the feeble princes of Constantinople; and the
elevation of Charlemagne, who, in the year eight
hundred, established tlie second, or German em-
pire of the West.

II1. The last and longest of these periods in-
cludes about six centuries and a half; from the
revival of the Western Empire, till the taking of
Constantinople by the Turks,and the extinction
of a degenerate race of princes, who continued
to assume the titles of Ceesar and Augustus, af-
ter their dominions were contracted to the limits
of a single city; in which the language, us well
as manners, of the ancient Romans, had been
long since forgotten. The writer who should
undertake to.relate the events of this period,
would find himself obliged tu enter into the ge-
neral history of the crusades, as far as they con-
tribute to the ruin of the Greek empire; and he
would scarcely be able to restrain his curiosity
from making some inguiry into the state of the
city of Rome during the darkness aud confusion
of the middle ages.

As | have ventured, perhaps too hastily, to
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edmmit to the press a work, which, in évery
sense of the word, deserves the epithet of imper-
fect, 1 consider myself as contracting an engage-
ment to finish, most probably in a second vo-
lume,* the first of these memorable periods;
and to deliver to the public the complete His-
tory of the Decline and Fall of Rome, front the
age of the Antonines to the subversion of the
Western Empire. With regard to the subse-
quent periods, though 1 may entertain some
hopes, I dare not presume to give any assur-
ances. The execution of the extensive plan
wliich 1 have described would connect the an-
cient and modern history of the world ; but it
would require many years of health, of lelsure
and of perseverance.
Beatinck Strent, Fetraary 1, 1776.

P. 8. The entire History, which is now pub-
lished, of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire in the West, abundantly discharges my
engagements with the public. Perhaps their
favonrable opinion may encourage me to prose-
cute a work, which, however laborious it may
seem, is the most agreeable occupation of my
leisure hours.

Buntinck Streel, March 1, 1743,

* The sothor, as it frequently bappeos, took an insdequate mea
sore of his growing work, The remainder of the first period has
filled fwm roiunes in qoanio, being the third, fourth, fifth, and swah
rolume of the octaro edilmu.
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An author easily persuades himself that the
public opinion is still favourable to his labours;
and [ have now embraced the serious resolution
of proceeding to the last period of my original
design, and of the Roman Empire, the taking of
Coustantinople by the Turks, in the year one
thousand four huudred and fifty-three. The
most patient reader, who computes that three
ponderous volumes * have been already employ-
ed on the events of four centuries, may, per-
haps, be alarmed at the long prospect of nine
hundred years. But it is not my intention to
expatiate with the same minuteness on the
whole series of the Byzantine history. At our
entrance into thie period, the reign of Justiuian,
and the conquests of the Mahometans, will de-
serve and detain our attention ; and the last age
of Constantinople (the crusades and the Turks)
is connected with the revolutions of modern
Europe, From the seventh to the eleventh cen-
tury, the obscure interval will be supplied by a
concise narrative of such facts as may still ap-
pear either interesting or important.

Baetinck Bireet, March 1, 1763,

® The first six volumes of the octave edition
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To TER

FIRST OCTAYO EDITION

Tue History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire is now delivered to the public
in a more convenient form., Some alterations
and improvements had presented themselves to
my mind ; but I was unwilling to injure or
offend the purchasers of the preceding editions.
The accuracy of the corrector of the press has
been already tried and approved ; and, perhaps,
I may stand excused, if, amidst the avocations
of a busy winter, I have preferred the pleasures .
of composition and study to the minute diligence
of revising a former publication.

Bentinch Sireet, April 20, 1783,



viil

Divieence and accuracy are the only merits
which an historical writer may ascribe to him-
self; if any merit, indeed, can be assumed from
the performance of an indispensible duty. I
may, therefore, be allowed to say, that I have
carefully examined all the original matenals
that could illustrate the subject which I had un-
dertaken to treat. Should I ever complete the
extensivé design which hias been sketched out in
the preface, I might perhaps conclude it with a
critical account of the authors consulted during
the progress of the whole work; and however
such an aftempt might incur the censure of gy
tentafion, I am persuaded, that it would be suy
ceptible of entertainment, as well as information.

At present I shall content myrelf with a single
observation, The biographers who, under the
reigus of Diocletian and Constantine, composed,
or rather compiled, the lives of the emperors,
from Hadrian to the sons of Carus, are usually
mentioned, under the names of Alius Spartia-
nus, Julius Capitolinus, Zlius Lampridius, Vul-
catius Gallicanus, Trebellius Pollio, dnd Fla-
vius Vopiscus, But there is so much perplexity
in the titles of the MSS.; and so many disputes
have arisen among the critics {see Fabricius,
Biblioth. Latin. 1. 1ii, c. 6) concerning their num-
ber, their names, and their respective property,
that for the most part [ have quoted them with-
out distinction, uuder the general and well-
known title of the dugustan History.
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EDWARD GIBBON, Esq.

Thars distinguished historian was born at Putney, in the
oounty of Surrey, on the 27th of April, 1937. His father,
Edward Gibbon, Exq. was of an ancient family at Burton,
near Petensfield, in Hampshire, and had u seat in two Parlia-
ments. Edward was the only child reared by his parents;
and his constitution was so infirm in cbildhood, that his life
was ofien despaired of. In his ninth year he was sent to the
school of Dr. Woodeson, at Kingston-upon-Thames. After
a residence of two years with this master, in which he ac-
quired the rudiments of Latin, he returned to bis friends;
and he has recorded his twelfth year, in which he read a va-
riety of English books of poetry, romance, history, and tra-
vels, ‘* as the most propitious to the growth of his inteilec-
tunl stature.” e then was entered at Westminster-school ;
but repeated attacks of ili health prevented him from making
a regular progress iu the classicul studies of the pluce ; and
he was more the nurseling of an affectionate aunt, with whom
he boafded, than the adventurons school-boy. After severrl
changes of situation, in which lie was cbiefly the ohject of
medical care, his conatitulion began to acquire firmpeas; and -
his father, with the idee of pusbing bim forwards to maniy
acquisitions, placed him as a gentleman-commoner in Magda-
lencollege, Oxford, before he had completed kis fifteeoth
yar. He had already imbibed an extraordinary portion of
historical knowledge by multifarious reading, which had stood
jn the place of the grammatical and pbilological studies used
in a literary progress at that pericd of life. * [ arrived at
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Oxford,” says he, * with a stock of erudition that might have
puzzled a doctor, and a degree of ignorance of which a
school-boy would bave been ashamed.” In this state it is
evident that he was il prepared o receive the benefits, what-
ever they may be, of an university education; aud tbis cir-
cumstance might perbaps operaie as some counterpoise to the
very bitter philippic he bas prouounced agaitst the conduct
of public and private instruction st Oxford. The fourteen
montbs Le apent there, he atigmalises as the moat idle and
unprofitable of his whole life. To a total neglect of religious
instruction he hes attributed the most rergarhable incident of
his early days, which took phace at this time. From child-
hobd be bad been addicted to disputation on topics of divi-
nity. ‘His leisure from other pursuits induced him to turn
his attention to the coniroversies between the papists and
protesiants; and as he entered into the field * without ar-
wour,” he fell before the weapons of quihority which the ca-
tlolics so well know how to wield. His conversion to that
faith was chiefly effected by reading the works of Bossuet;
and it was not till a perfect confidence in that author’s tenets
had taken place in his mind, that be bad an interview in Lon-
doa with a popish priest, at whose feet, in June, 1753, he so-
lemuly sabjured the protestant religion. He immediately
wrote a long fetter to his father, in which he avowed and jus.
tificd the step he had taken. In reply to some reproaciies
that have been cast upon .liim for this change of religion, Le
has said, with proper confidence, *“ | am proud of an honest
sacrifice of interest to conscience: I can never blush if my
tender mind was entangled in the soplistry that seduced the
acute and manly understandings of Chillingworth and Bayle.”
In order to reclaim bim, he was seut by his offended fa-
ther to reside among the Citlvinists at Lausanne in Switzer-
land, and was placed under Mr. Pavilliard, a calvinist minis-
ter. There is sometbing very characteristic in the sketch
that gentleman has given of hiy pupil as he first appeared to
him: * A little tbin figure, with a large head, disputiug, and
urging with the greutest ability, all the best arguments that
bad ever been used in favour of popery.” By the well.direst-
ed efforts of this tutor, aided by his own sound reason aud
mature reflections, his faith in tlie Romish articles gradually
gave way, and on Christmas-day, 1764, he received the sncra-

LY
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ment in the protestant church. His residence at Lausanne
was also of lLigh importance to his progress in knowiedge,
and the formation of regular habits of study. He muade bim-.
self perfectly master of tbe French and Latin languages, and
of the art of lopic; ahd read with great attention many ex-
celfent authors, from which he made lnrge selectious. His
ruling passion, that of reading, now fully developed itself, and
he wanted no incitements to industry from a futor. Delles.
lettres, and the history of man and the human miud, were
his favourite objects of sindy: mathematics he stightly touch-
ed upon, Lit soon relinguished ; und he congratulates him-
self that he escaped from them * before his- mind was har-
dened by the habit of rigid ‘demonstration, do destructive of
the finer feelings of morel evidence” This is a0 uncommon
view of the effect of mathematical studies;, and which Le ne-
ver would liave made, had the light of true mathematicsl de.
monstration shed its éfulgence over his mind. ~ An'extreor-
dinary imtance of his ardour for imformation is, that whife
an unknown yonth at Laussane, he ventured to open a corres-
pondence on learned topica with some celebrated foreign pro-
fessurs, 1o the midst of these literary occupations, love un-
suspectedly found en entrance into his beart. The personat
and mental accomplisbments of an ‘amiable and celehrated
womap, were not to be resisted. The circumstances are so
clegantly and uadisguisedly related by Mr. Gibbon himself,
ax to give public interest to private connection: we shall
therefore state the passage in ihe writer's own words: “ [
kiesitate, from the apprehension of ridicule, when I approzch
the delicate subject of my early love. By this word Idonot
fuean the polite attection, fbe gallantry without' hope or de-
tign, which lis origiuated in the spirit of chivalry, and is
interwoven with tbe texture of Freuch manners, I unders
stand by this passion the union of desire, friendship, and
tenderness, which is influned by 2 single female; which pre.
fers to the rest of her sex, and which seeks her possession a»
the supreme or the sole happimess of our being. I need not
blush at recollecting the object of my choice; and though
wy love was disappointed of snccess, I am rather proud that
t was once capable of feeling such & pure and exalted senti-
went, The personal attractions of mademoiselle Susan
Curchod were embellished by the virtues and talents of her
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mind. Her fortune was humbie, bot ber family was respees
table. Her mother, a native of France, bad preferred her
religion to her country. The profession of ber father did not
extitguish the moderation and philosophy of his temper, and
he lived contented with a smali salary and laborious duty, in
the obscure lot of minister of Crassy, in the mountsins that
separate Pays de Vaud from the county of Burgundy. In

the solitude of a sequestered village, he bestowed a liberul
and even learned education on bis only daughter. She sor-

passed his ltopes by ler proficiency in the sciences and lan-
guages ; and in her short visits to some relativns at Lausenne,
the wit, the beanty, and the erudition of mademoiselle Cur-
chiod, were the theme of universal applause, The report of
such a prodigy awakencd my curiosity: I saw, and loved.
I found her learned without pedantry, lively in conversation,
pure in sentiment, and elegant in manners; and the first sud-
den emotion was fortified by the habits and knowledge of a
more familinr xcquaintance. She permitted me to make her
two or three visits at her father’s house. 1 passed some
Lappy days there in the mountains of Burgundy, and her
parents honourably encouraged the connection. In a calm
retirement the gay vanity of youth no longer fluttered in her
bosom : she listened to the voice of truth und passion, and I
might presume to hope that I iad made some impression on
a vittuous heart, At Crassy and Lausanne I indulged my
dream of felicity; but on my return to England I socu disco-
vered that my father would pot hear of this strauge alliance,
and that withoat his consent I was myself destitute and help-
_ less.  After a painful struggle 1 yielded to my fate; 1 sighed
as a lover, I cbeyed as a son; my wound was insensibly
healed by time, absence, and the habits of a new life. My
care was accelerated by a faitbful report of the tranquillity
nod cheerfulness of the Jady herself; aud my love subsided
in friendship aod estecs, The minister of Crassy soon af-
terwards died, his stipend died with him; his duughter re-
tired to Geneva, where, by teacling young ladies, she esrned
a hard swbsistence for herself and her mother: but inber low-
est distress she maintained a spotless reputution sud a digni-
fied beliaviour. A rich banker of Paris, a citizen of Geneva,
had the good furtune aud good sense 1o discover and possess
this inestimable treasure; and ju the capital of taste aud
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luzury she resisted the temptiations of wealth as she had sus-
tuined the hardships of indigence. The genius of her husband
hes exalted him to the most conspiouous statioun in Europe.
In every chauge of proaperity und disgrace, he has reclined
on the bosom of a faithful ftiend ; for mademoiselle Curcliod
became the wife of M. Neckar, the minister and legislator of
the Frenoh monarchy.”

It is impossible not to pause after the perusal of this pas.
sage, to contemplate the strange reverses of fortune which
we meet with in the events of real life; and to be filled with
mehancholy reflections on the subsequent fate and fortunes of
Susan Curchod and her busband. In the midet of these
serious emolions, however, it is impossible not to admire the
writer who describes his own youthful love with the same
stately and uobending diguity of style, in which he related
the cunversion of Constantine, the imposture of Mohammed,
the conquests of Timour, the [aws ol Justinian, or the licen-
tious minours of Theodora, iu his bighly distinguished work.

His banishment at Lausanne, which hie has justly regarded
as the incident to which he was chiefly indebted for all he
afterwards guined as a thinker aud writer, terminated in April,
1768, He was received by his father with affection and
friendsbip; aud he found in a mother-in-law a new relative,
who in time conciliated his good-will and coofidence. Though
the gaieties of Londou for » time gave an interraption to his
literary course, yet he soou began to lay the foundation of a
copious library, and prepared for Lis first appearance hefure
the public as an wuthor. He undertook the arduous task of
writing a work which required grest clegance of style, in a
foreigu language, which, indeed, bad for some years been more
familiar to itim than his native tongue. His Essai sur ¥ Ktude
de la Littérature, was printed, iv 1761, in one volume I2nto,
It was a very respectable juvenile performance, aptd was
highly praised in foreign journals, and by kis friende abroad.
That it should bear no marks of heing written by a foreiguer,
wus not to be expected ; but it displayed a very uncominon
degreegof facility and correctuess in that language for vne 1o
whom it was only the acquisition of a few years. [t however
exciled litle attention at home, where French works were fess
read than they are at present.

Mr, Gibbor about tlis time took a captain’s commission

¥
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in tlie.south battalion of the Hampshire militin; m which be
afterwards became lieutennnt-coidnel commandaht. Of the
progress of his military acquiremeats hie thus speaks : .« The
loss of 50 many busy nad idle hours was not compensated by
any clegant plessures and. my temper was inaensibly soured
by the sotiely of our rwstic officers. o every stade there
exists, however, 2 balance of good and evil. Tbe.habits of a
sedentury life were nscfully brokea by the daties of an nctive
profession ;- in .the healthful exercise of the Geld i hunjed
-with & battalioo, jnstead of a pack; and at that time F was
ready, at any bour of the day or night, to fly from quwrters to
London, from: London to quarters, on the aslightest eall of
private or regimental business. - But ey priveipal obligation
to the militia, was the making me an Englishman and a sol-
dier,: After my foreign education, with my reserved temper,
1 shonld long have eontivued u stsaoger in my native countwy,
had | not been shaken io this various.scene of new faces and
new friends: bad not experience foroed ine to feel the cha-
racters of onr leading men, the stute of parties, the forms of
office, and the operation of our civil und military srystem.” In
this peaceful serviee { imbibed the rudiments of the lunguage
end science of thetica, which opened a new field of study and
obserration. I diligently read, aud metlitated, the Mevwires
Blilifaires of Quintius loibus, {Guichardt) the only writer
who bas united the merits of » professor-and wu veteran; The
diseiplipe and evolutiona of a medern battalion gave me a
clearer noticu of the phaianx and the legion ; aid the captuin
of the Hampehire grenadiers (the reader may.smile) has not
bean uselesa to the historian of the Rowan empire.”

White thus.engaged ia military serviea, Mr. Gibbon's tent
and uarters. were often encembered with the vnusual furai-
tere of Gweekand Latin books; and though in a school do
unfavourable o literature, bis Lent of mind was contiuvally
tirned 1o study. On May 8, $762, he thus delineates bis own
churacter: * This was my birth-day, .on:which [ entered.mto
the lwonty-aixth year of my age.. This guve me oceasion to
look &-little into nryself, and consider impartiaily my goud
aud bud qualities. [t appeared to e, upop this inquiry, dat
my chancter was virtoous, ineapsble of a base action, snud
formed for generous ones ; but that it was proud, violent, am
disugreeable in society. These qualities T nust endeavour
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to cultivate, extirpate, or restrain, according to their different
l.endency Wit have pone. My imagination is rather strong
than pleasing. My memory both capacicus and retentive,
The shining qualities of my understanding are extensiveress
and penetration; but [ want both quickutss aud exactness,
As to awy situation in Jife, though 1 may sometimes repine at
it, it perhiaps is the best adapted to my cbaracter. I cancom-
mand all the conveniences of life, and I can command 1oo
that i.udtpendem.e, (that first eartlily blessing,) which is bard-
ly to be met with in a higher or lower fortune. When I tatk
of my situation, I must exclude that temporary oze, of being
i the militia. Though I go through it with spirit and ppli-
cation, it is both unfit for and unwortby of me,” '
From his military engagements Mr. Gibbon was set free
by the general peace of 1762; and the first use be mude of
bLis liberty was to pay a visit to Paris, in the beginving of
3763. Afler passing some months with the gay and the
learned in that capital, he visited Lausanne, where almost a
year was employed in eultivating society, and in laying in
materiuls for a profitable journey into italy. This took place
in 1765; und be thus in glowing languege described his sen-
satjons om entering Rome: * After a sleepless night, I trod,
with 2 ofly step, the ruivs of the forum; each memorable
spot where Romulus stood, or Tully spoke, or Casar fell, was
al_once present to my eye; and several days of intoxication
were lost or enjoyed before I could descend to 2 cool and
minute mveshgatwn.. 1t was, he informs us, oa the 131k
_nf October, 1764, 99 he sat musing smidst the ruins of the
‘capitql, while the bore-footed friars were singing vespers in
the temple of Jupiter, that the idew of writing the decline and
fall of tiis city first started ioto his mind, To treat some great
hu!onc.d subject had long been his favourite design, and le
had flactuated amid a variety which presented themselves.
Qf these, perhaps, the most promising was the history of tie
repuyblic of Fiorence nnder the house of Medicis; but we
cannot lament that he finally fixed upon @ more exlensiu
theme, He first, bowever, aetually proceeded some way in
another interesting design, snd composed in the French lun.
gusge the first book of a ilistory of the Swiss Liberty; Lut
this, probably on account of its style, was condemned by a
literary society of foreignersin London, to whom it was read,

a®
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and he committed it to the flames. In 1767, he msisted his
friend Deyverdun in compiling 2 critical work, entitled
Memoires Litteraires de lg Grande Bretagne, of which a se-
cond volume was published in the ensuing year; but its suc-
. cess was not great. Hitherto he had shewn a singulsr, end
in him injudicious, preference of the French language in writ«
ing; but in 1770, he tried his powers in his native tongue by
s pamphlet of Critical Observations on tbe sixth Book of the
Eneid, intended as & refutation of Dr. Warburton’s extraor-
dinary bypothesis concerning the meaning of the fabled de-
acent of XEpeas. This piece was printed anonymously, and
did not captivate the public attention; yet it has been pro-
nounced by able judges a very jngenions and elegant work of
criticism, not uaworthy of the author's subsequent fime. He
himself Las confessed, that his personal attack opon the cele-
brated veteran, whose opinion he opposed, was too severe,
thougb provoked by the assuming arrogauce whieh always
characterised that writer.

In 1’770 Mr, Gibbon's father died, and left him possessar
of au estate mueh involved. He seems scarcely ever to have
extricated himself from perplexities arisiog from this cause ;
yet he bas observed, that npon the whole his circomstances
were well suited to the great task he nndertock s au author;
and that either poorer or richer he should probably never
have accomplished if. Leisure and books were on the ane
hand necessary ; on the other, the stimulus of a handsome in-
crease of property. The circle of his aequaintatice in Lon-
don was large; but be compensated the hours devoted to
them by enrly rising 4nd close applieation. His stadies were,
however, more seriously interrupted by a seat in parliament,
which he obtained for the borough of Liskeard in 1774,
througb the favour of his kinsman, Mr. (afterwards Lord)
Eliot. Of his prowess io the Honse of Commons he thus
speaks: “I took my seat at the heginning of the memorable
contest hetween Great Britain and America, and supported,
with many a sincere and silent vote, the rights, though not
perhups the interest, of the mother country. Aftera fleet-
ing illusive hope, prudence condemned me to acquiesce in
tbe humble station of a mate. The great speakers filled me
with despair, the bad oties with terror. I was vot armed by
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mature and education with the intrepid energy of mind and
woice,

Vincemtum strepitus, ot natum rebus sgendis.

Timidity was fortified by pride, and even the success of my
pen discouraged the triel of my voice, But I assisted at the
dubates of a free assembly; ! listened to the uitack and de-
fence of eloquence aud resson; I hud @ near prospect of the
characters, views, and passions, of the first men of the age.
The cause of government was ably vindicated by Lord North,
4 statesman of spotless integrity, 8 consummate muster of de-
bate, who could wield with equal dexterity the arms of reuson
and of ridieule. He was seated on the treasury bench be-
tween Lis attorney and solicitor general, the two pillars of the
law and state, magis pares quams similes; and the minister
might induige in a short slumber, while be was upholden on
either hand by the majestic sense of Thurlow, aod the skilful
eloquence of Wedderburme. From the adverse side of the
bouse an ardent and powerful oppositico was supported, by
the lively declamation of Barre, the legal acuteness of Dun-
ning, the profuse and philosophic fancy of Burke, and the
argumentulive vehemeuce of Fox. By such wenevery oper-
ation of peace and war, every principle of justice or policy,
every question of authority and freedom, was aitacked wnd
defended ; and the subject of the momentous contest was the
union or separation of Great Britain aud America, The
€ight sessions that I sat in purliament were 2 school of civil
prodence, the first and most essential virtue of an historian,”
In the beginuiog of 1776, the first volume, quarto, of this
history, was giveo to the public. His expectations of its suc-
cess were very moderate, and it is not to be wondered at that
be wis much elated with the success it really met with, which
ke thus describes: ¢ The first impression was exbausted in a
fewdays: a sccond and a third edition was scarcely adequate
to the demand ; and the bookseller's property wus twice in.
raded by the piratesof Dublin. My book was un every table,
and elmost on every toilette.” Of all the applause he re-
ctived, none seemed to Hatter him somuch as that of the two
celebrated Listorians Hume and Robertson, who, instead of
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viewing his rising fame with jealousy, promoted it with liberal
contmendation, But, in the midst of this triumph, bis two
chapters concerning the growih and progress of Christianity
reised a stofm apaiost bit, wiich he seems vot to hiave fore-
seen, aud, when it fell, to have regarded with some alerm.
A number of antagunisu arvee, of different degrees of fiostl-
lity and tcrimeny ; some, enlisted i in the defénice of a ehu¥th
wh:c[: was to reward their real; some, the voluntary eham-
plom of a revered faith. Ag¢ bhe professed to Tave tmiched
upon this subject ou[y us an histortdn, he declified enren'ng
upon it as @ comtroversialist ; and the orly reply he made
wes to Mr. Davis, whb bad in very unmeasured tetulé sta
tacked ** not the faith, but the fidefity, of tlie historin.”
His Vindication against this opponent was greetly edinired,
as a mode] of keen and polished retort; and it was generafly
admitted, that bre successfully repeiled the princ¢ipul churges,
aud returned thew upon his foe. With respect to the geoeral
spirit agd design of the two chapters, we shall only vbeerve,
that the suggestion of secondary-causes, by which the spread
of Christianity was peculiarly favoured, had ‘been alreddy
adopted by some undoubted believers in it divine origin: -
and that, althusgh there can be uo doubt that Gibbon wes @
real eneniy to revelation under the mabk of a believer, yet;
while penal laws subsist against an opett declaratimn of opi-
nion, huwever requisite this might appear, the practice of 2
prudential disguise cannot eo much be wondered at.

A second visit to Paris soon fullowed the pnblication
of his first volume, and he appeared in no haste to re-
sume his historical task. After it wus begun again,
short interruption took place from his composiog, at the
request of the ministers a Memoire Justificatif, intended
88 an snswer to the manifesio of the court of Frauce
on its declarution of hostilities.  This piece, written ih
French, w2a admired both for its siyle -and its reasoniog,
and wes delivered as a state peper tb the courts of Eu-
rope. For this service, joined to his literary celebrity, he re-
ceived the uppointment of one of ihe Lords of Trade, by
which a bandsome additiou was made t¢ his income, and Hitke
1o liis engagements. At the beginning of 1781, the second
and third volumes of the History sppeared; and though
nrany-readers judged them to be iuferior in poiut of compoai
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tion 1o the fimst, yet, upon the whole, they sopported his re-
putation. At a new election be had lost his seat for Lis-
keard, but he was brought in, upon a vacaney, for Lymiogton.
It was Dot long, however, before Lord North’s ministry was
dissolved and the abolition of: the Board of Trade, by Mr.
Burke’s hill, followed. The prize being uwow lodt, Gibbon
sectsed to thick his parlitmentary careek terminated ; and
the defalcation of Lis income no longer permiitted-him to sup-
pott the same siyle of living. He took a resolstion, there-
fore, of removing his repidénce to his favourite Lausanne.in
Swisserlaoni, as a place mhere bie muight pursue his studies with-
ont interruption, and enjoy nHithe plensures of ant elbgunt re-
treat ot much less expence than in England. This plaw-, he
put in expoution in the sutomm of 1784 He wan joint-pos-
sexsor with his friend Deyvardun of 1« handsome and chazm-
ingiy-situated house, und cammeneed u mode . of living happi-
ly compounded of the man of letters aund the genticmun of
easy fortune.. During the four following yenrs he completed
the three remaining quarto volumes of his History, which were
published together in April 1768. He bas described his se-
tisfaction on finishing this great work, in the follpwing words:
“ As I have presumed to mark the moment of conception, 1
shall now commemonnte the hour of my final deliverance. It
was on the day, or rather night, of the 27th of June, 1787, be-
tween 1he hours of eleven and twelve, that 1 wrote the last
lines of the lust page, in a summer-house in my gurden. Af
ter laying down my pea, 1 took severa) turos in a berceaw, o1
covered welk of acaciss, which commands & prospect of the
counlry, the lake, and the mountains. The air was temper-
ate, the sky was serene, the silver orb of the moon was re-
flected from the waters, and all nature was silent. [ wiil
not dissemble the first emations of joy on the recuvery of my
freedum, aed, perliaps, the estahlishment of my fame. But
my pride was scon bumbled, and a sober melancholy was
spread over my mind, by the ides that I had taken an ever-
lasting leave of an old und agreeable companion, and that what-
soever might be tlie future date of my History, the life of the
historian must be short mod precarious.” He came to Eng-
land to superintend dhe priuting, and thew retarned to thut
ebode of Lausanne, which had now become doubly endeared
to him by the force of halit.
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The remeinder of Mr, Gibbon's life, being only that of =
privaie gentleman, affurds little matter for the biographer.
The storms of the French revolution, which began to menace
the quiet regions of Swisserland, gruduaily looscned his ui-
tachment to L.ausanne, aud made him look towards a refuge
in Evgland, He viewed that great event with all the alarm
and detestation of one hubituated 1o the higher orders of so-
ciety, aud radically hostile to democratical sway. He thus
explicitly declures his sentiments on the occasion, I beg
jeave to subscribe my assent to Mr. Burke's creed on the re-
volution of France. 1 admire his eloquence, 1 approve his
politics, [ adore his chivairy, and I can elmost excuse his re-
verence for church establishments,” Many passages of his
letters to his most confidential friend, Lord Sheffield, shew
that in his terror or indigoation he had acquired s thorough
aversion to even the most moderate and reasonable reforms.
In such a state of mind the authority of his opinion can
stand for little ; and his politics were always too personal to
command much deference. His return to England, in 1793,
was, however, the immediate result of a call of friendship
which does honour to his heart: it was to console the friend
above-mentioned under n heavy domestic loss, He spent some -
months with that friend and in ofher visits, when Lis attention
was foreilly cailed to the progress of a disease which though
it had long produced little inconvenieuce, was now become
suddenly alarming. Mr. Gibbon had beeu three times tapped
for mn hydrocele; this disorder, which was originally a slight
rupture, had been coming on for more than thirty years; and
he at last perhaps fell a victim to lils own delicacy, since he
declined surgical aid, and would not auffer liis servant or any
vne to speak of his disorder till it got to an alarming height.
He died on the 16th of Januatvy, 171M, three days after the
third puncture, His body was opetied on the fifth day after
his death, It was then found, that a degree of mortifi-
catioy, not very consideruble, had teken place on a part of
the colon; which, with the whole omentum, of a very en-
larged size, had descended into the acrotum, forming a bag
that hung down nearly as low as the knee. Since timt part
had been inflamed and ulcerated, Mr. Gibbot could uot bear
8 truss ; and when the last six quarts of fluid were discharged,
the colon end omentun descending tower, thev, by their
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weight, drew the lower mouth of 1he stomach downwards to
lie 0s pubis; and this probably was the immediate cause of
his death,

Mr, Gibbon bas given a picture of bis own character,
which is probably near the troth. “ 1 am endowed with a
cheerful temper, & moderate sensibility, and a natural dispo-
sition to repose rather than 1o activity : some mischievous
appetites and habits have been perhaps corrected by pliilogo-
phy or time. The love of study supplies each day, each
bour, with a perpetual source of independent aud rational
plezsure.” He was easy in society, and fond of it: he wus
beloved by his frieads, and bad in as eminent degree the
mennery and sentiments of a gentleman. PRarly indulgence
uxl Labit had made the conveniences aud elegances of cul-
tured life essentinl to his comfort, aud lie was not one who
could bave been content with the consciousness of mental
superiority in an liumble state. Aiter his deatl, two quarto
volumes of his miscellazeous works were published by lord
Shefhield. Of these, the most valvable part is the Memoirs
of his Life and Writings, composed by himself, whence the
preceding parmative has been chiefly extracted. They are
written in a very pleasiog manner, with wuch apparent frank-
ners.  Mauy of bis private letters are subjoined, which are
lively and entertaining, in the true epistolary style. The se-
cond volume contzins a journal of his studies, with remarks
upon books, chiefly in French; togetber with his smaller
pullications atready mentioned.

The person and wanners of Mr. Gibbon are thus de-
scribed by M. Fred. Matthisson, a German writer of some
celebrity : * T yesterday waited on Mr. Gibbon, His figure
is very striking.  He is tall, of athletic make, #nd rather auk-
wird when he moves. His face forms one of the most singu-
lar physiognowical phenowena, owing to the irregular pro-
portion of the perts to the whole. The eyes are 5o little as
peculinrly to contrast with his high and finely-arched fore-
besd; while the nose, iuclining to flatness, almost vanishes be-
tween the cheeks,which project exceedingly. The double ehin
banging down very low renders the elliptical shape of his long
face still more remarkahle: yet, in spite of these irregularities,
Mr. Gibbon's countenance has an uncommon expression of
dignity, which, at first sighl. bespeaks the profound and acute
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reavoner. Nothing exceeds the glowing apimtion of his
eyes. lu his conversation and manuer, he is'quite the polite
gentleman ; civil, hut cold. He speaks French with elegance ;
and, which is truly surprising in an Englishmaq, provcunces it
nearly like a Parisian man of letters. “He listens to his own
accents with great complacency, and talks slowly, as if care-
fuily examining each phrase before He givew it utteramce,
With the same composed éountenance he speahs on agreeable
and on disagreeable suhjects, on joyfot and on ‘melameholy
events. During the whole of our conversition; the smuscles
of his face remained unaltered ; though a very ludicrons inci-
dent, whicl: he had otcasion to relats; might naturelly have
drawn a smile from him. In his bomse the strictest punctu.
ality and order prevhil; and his domestics mmst expect to
be dismissed if they perform met their busipess aimost at
the stated moment. Of this exu¢tness, he setythem the exs
ampie. limseif, His day is divided like that of king Alfred.
As the clock strikes, be goes 1o business, to dinter, or sees
cempany; always takiug the utmost care not' to spend one
minute beyond the tie set apart for the occusion.” Uponm
the whole, with all his faolts wod feiliugs, Yoibles and mis-
takes, Mr, Gibbon might be considered as one of the first lis
terury characters which |Ilummed and adorned the elghteuth
Dentury,
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HISTORY

OF THE
DECLINE AND FALL

ROMAN EMPIRE.

e

CHAP. 1.

The extens and military force of the empire in
the age of the Antonines.

I.N the second century of the christian wra, the CHAP.
empire of Rome comprehended the fairest part 1L . .
of the earth, and the most civilized portion of Iniodue.
mankind. The frontiers of that extensive me-"""
narchy were guarded by ancient renown and
disciplined valour. The gentle, but powerful
Influence of laws and manners had gradually
cemented the union of the provinces. Their
peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and abused the
advantages of wealth and luxury. . The image
of a free constitution was preserved with decent
reverence: the Roman senate appeared to pos-
sess the sovereign authority, and devolved on the
emperors all the executive powers of govern-
ment. During a happy period of more than ;> %
YOL. I. B
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THE, DECLINE AND FALL

fourscore years, the public ad ministration was
conducted by the virtnes and abilities of Nerva,
Trajan, Hadriao, and the two Antonines. It is
the design of this, and of the two succeeding
chapters, to describe the prosperous condition
of their empire; and afterwards, from the death
of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the most im-
portant circumstances of its decline and fall; a
revolution which will ever be remembered, and
is still felt by the nations of the earth.

The principal conquests of the Romauns were
achieved under the republic; and the empe-
rors, for the most part, were satisfied with pre-
serving tbose dominions which had beenacquired
by the policy of the senate, the active emula-
tion of the consuls, and the martial enthusiasm of
the people. The seven first centuries were filled
with & rapid successior of triumphs ; but it was
reserved for Augustus, to relinquish the ambi-
tious design of subduing the whole earth, and
to introduce a spirit of moderation into the pub-
lic councils. Inclined to peace by his temper
and situation, it was easy for him to discover,
that Rome, in her present exalted situation, had
much less to hope than to fear from the chance
of arms ; and that, in the prosecution of remote
wars, the undertaking became every day more
difficult, the event more doubtful, and the pos-
session more precarious, and less beneficial. The
experience of Augustus added weight to these
salutary reflections, and effectually convinced him
that, by the prudeat vigour of his counsels, it
would be eusy to secure every concession, which
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the safety or the dignity of Rome might require
from the most formidable barbamans. Instend
of exposing his person and his legions to the
arrows of the Parthians, he obtained, by an
honourable treaty, the restitution of the stand-
ards and prisoners which had been taken ia the
defeat of Crassus.*

His generals, in the early part of his reign,
attempted the reduction of Ethiopia and Arabia
Felix., They marched near a thousand miles to
the south of the tropic; but the heat of the cli-
mate soon repelled the invaders, and protected
the unwarlike natives of those sequestered re-
gions.* The northern countries of Europescarce-
'y deserved the expence and labour of conquest.
The forests and morasses of Germany were filled
with a hardy race of barbarians, who despised
life when it was separated from freedom ; and
shough, on the first attack, they seemed to yield
to the weight of the Roman power, they soon, by
a signal uct of despair, regained their indepen-
dence, and reminded Aungustus of the vicissitude

< ¢ Diva Cassins (. tiv, p.798 ), with the anncixtioms of Repmir,
wio has collected all that Roman vanily bas beft npon the subject.
The marble of Auvcyra, on which Aagustus recorded his own exploita,
amerts that As compeiled the Parthlans to Testore the emaign of
Crsuam.

» Strobe {1 wvi, p. VB0), Pliny the elder (Hiat. Nator. |. vi, 082
36}, ad Dien Camine {I. liil, p. 128, snd L liv, p. TH), have KR e
wery cwrioas detuila concerning thewe wars. The Romans wade 1hame
stives eaaters of Marinba, or Merub, a city of Arnbin Felin, well keown
to the Orientals {sce Abulfeda and the Nubiun geography, p. 52;. They
weve arrivesl within three days jonrney of the spice couniry, the sich
sligant of their icvasica.

B2

3
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CHAP. of fortune.® - On the death of that emperor, his
eersreeeee teStatnent was publicly reed in the senate. He
- bequeathed, as a valuable legacy to his succes-
sors, the advice of confining the empire within
those limits, which nature seemed to have placed
as its permanent bulwarks and boundaries; on
the west the Atlantic ocean; the Rhine and
Danube on the nortlr; the Euphrates on the
east; and towards the south, the sandy deserta

of Arabia and Africa.
Imitated Happily for the repose of mankind, the mode-
by bissne- rate system recommended by the wisdom of
Augustus was adopted by the fears and vices of
his immediate successors. Engaged in the pur-
suit of pleasure, or in the exercise of tyranny,
the first Casars seldom shewed themselves to the
armoies, or to the provinces; nor were they dis-
‘posed to suffer, that those triurnphs which taeir
indolence peglected, should be usurped by the
conduct and valour of their lieutenants. The
military fame of a subject was considered 8s an
insolent invasion of theimperial prerogative; and
it became the duty, as well as interest, of every
Romasan general, to guard the frontiers entrusted
to his care, without aspiring to conquests which

! * By the slaughter of Varus and Lis three legions. Sce the int book

of the Annals of Tacitos, Sueton, in Angust. c. §3, and Velicins Par-

tereudes, 1, il c. 117, &¢. Aogustus dld vot.receive the melancholy

Bews with oll the temper and Srmness that might have been capected
+from hls character.

4 Tacit Annal. L. ii. ‘Dion. Cassvs, 1. Ivi, p. 631, and the speech of
Aagrrins himeelf, in Joliaw's Cesars, It rectives great light from the
Jwarced notes of his French tranalator, M. Spacheim.
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might have proved no less fatal to himseif thao cHAP.

to the vanquished barbarians.® voererere
The only aecession which the Roman empire Coaguest
G fiam

received, during the first century of the christian was ihe
era, was the provioce of Britain. 1In this single frtexe™
instance, the successors of Cesar and Augustus
were persuaded to follow the example of the for-

mer, rather than the precept of the latter. The
proximity of its situation to the coast of Gaul
seemed to invite their arms; the pleasing though
doubtful intelligence of a pearl fishery, attracted
their avarice;’ and as Britain was viewed in the
light of a distinct and iosulated world, the con-
quest scarcely formed any exception to the gene-

ral system of continental measures. After a war

of about forty years, undertaken by the most
stapid,® maintained by the most dissolute, and
tenninaied by the most timid of all the emperors,

the far greater part of the island submiited to

* Germanicos, Saetonica Panlinns, and Agricola, were checked and
recalled in the course of their victorie Corbaolo wus pat to death.
Miliary merlt, a1 it is ndmirably txpressed by Tacltus, was, In the
strictest sixae of the word, imperetoria pirine,

f Comr himself ecopccals that ignohle motire; but it s mentioned
by Suetonius, c, &. The British pearis proved, however, of lltue
valwr, on sccount of their dark snd livid colonr. Tacitns observes,
with resson (In Agricola, ¢, 13), that it was an inherent defect,
“ Ego facilina crediderimy, naturara margeritis deesse quam nobis
# avaritiam.*

* Clandins, Nero, and Domitian. A bope is expressed by Pompo-
nias Mals, L il e 6, (be wrote under Clandius) that, Ly the anecess
of the Roman arme, the jsland acnd its sarage [nhabitants wonld soom
ot better known, It is acanaing enoogh to peruse such pacages Lu the
midut of Lendon.
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the Rowan yoke The various tribes of Byi-
tons possessed valour without conduct, and the
love of freedom without the spirit of umien.
They took up arms with savage fierceness; they
laid them down, er turned them against each
other, with wild inconstancy; and while they
fought siogly, they wege successively subdued.
Neither the fortitude of Caractacus, nor the de-
spair of Boadicea, nor the fanaticismof the draids,
could avert the alavery of their caurtry, or resist
the steady progress of the imperial gewerals, who
maintaiced the pational glory, when the throne
was disgraced by the weakest, or the most vici-
ousof mankind. At the sery time when Domi-
tian, confined to. hia palace, felt the terrors
which he inspired ; his legions, under the com-
mand of the virtuouns Agricela, defeated the col-
lected force of the Caledoniana at the fooi of the
Grampian bills; and his fleets, venturing to ex-
plore au unknown and dangerous navigation,
displayed the Roman arms round every part of
the island. The conquest of Britiam was consi-
dered as already achieved; and it was the design
df:Agricola to complete and ensure his success
by the easy reduction of Ireland, for which, in his
opinion, one legion and & few anxiliaries were
sufficient,! The western isle might be improved
into a valuable possession, and the Britons would

* See the xdmbable abridgment given by Pacites, in the life of Agri-
cola, and eoploualy, thoogh pertraps not mmplete!y, iHustrated by onr
owh antiquarians, Camden and Merselen

t The Irlsh writers, jealons of their national hononr, are extremely
provoked oo this oceanton, bolh with Tacitus and with Agricole
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wear their chaine with the less reluctance, i the omp

7

prospect and example of freedom were on every ...........

gide removed from before their eyes.

Bat the seperios merit of Agricola, soon occa-
sioned his removal from the government of Bri-
tain ; and for ever disappointed this rational,
though extensive scheme of conquest. Before
his departure the prudent general had provided
for security as well as for dominion. He had
observed, that the island is almost divided into
two unequal parts by the opposite gulfs, or, as
they are now called, the Friths of Scotland. A-
cross the narrow interval of about forty miles, he
had drawn a line of military stations, which was
afterwards fortified in the reign of Antoninus
Pius, by a turf rampart erected on foundations
of stome™ This wull of Antoninus, at a small
distance beyond the modern cities of Edinburgh
and Glasgow, was fixed ae the limit of the Roman
province. The native Caledonians preserved in
the northern extremity of the island their wild
imdependence, for which they were not less in-
debted $0 their poverty than to their valour.
‘Their incursions wese frequently repelled and
chastised; but their eountry was never snbduoed.!
The masters of the fairest and most wealtby cli-

mates of the globe turned with contempt from

» Bec Horsley's Prituanty Romania, 1, £, c. 10,

VThe poet Bachusan celebrates, with elegance and spirit {see his
Bylvm, v}, the unviolated independence of his usdve country. But if
the single testirony of Richard of Cirencester was mnfBelent to create

a Rozan provinee of Vespaslauato, the north of the wall, thst indepes- -

dence would be reduced within very parrow limits.
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CHAP. gloomy hills assailed by the winter tempest, fromr
,,,,, .. lakes concealed in a blue mist, and from cold and
‘lonely heaths, over which the deer of the forest
were chased by a troop of uaked berbariaus.”
Congnest  Such was the state of the Roman frontiers,
of Daca, and sucb the maxims of imperial policy from the
exception. death of Augustus to the accession of Trujan,
"That virtuous and active prince had received the
education of a soldier, and possessed the talents
of a general.: The peaceful system of his pre-
decessors was interrupted by scenes of war and
>~ coaquest; aad the legions, after a long interval,
beheld a military emperor at their head. The
first exploits of Trajan were against the Dacians,
the most warlike of men, who dwelt beyond the
Danybe, and who, during the reign of Domitian,
had insulted with impunity the majesty of
Rome.” To the strength and fierceness of har-
barians, they added a contempt for life, which.
was derived from a warm persuasion of the im-
mortality and transmigration of the soul’ De-
cebalos, the Dacian king, approved bimself a
rival not unworthy of Trajan; nor did he de-
spair of his own and the public fortane, till, by -
the confession of his enemies, he had exhausted
every resource both of valour and policy.« This.

% Bee Appian (in Promm), and the noiform imagery of Omlan's
Poems, which, gccording to every hypothesis, were compased by a
mative Caledonian.

® Sce Pliny's Paoegyric, which seerms founded oo facts.

¢ Dion Cassing, L Ixvii.

? Herodotas, L iv. c. 94. Julian io the Cmiers, with Spanheira's
observationa.

t Plin. Epist. viii, %
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memorable war, with a very short suspension of CHA®P.
hostilities, lasted five years; and as the emperor..........

could exert, without controul, the whole force
of the state, it was terminated by an absoluie
submission of the barbarians.” The new pro-
vince of Dacia, which formed a second excep-
tion to the precept of Augustus, was about thir-
teen hundred miles in circnmference. Its natu-
ral boundaries were the Niester, the Teyss, or
Tibiscus, the Lower Danube, and the Euxine
sea. The vestiges of a military road may stil
be traced from the banks of the Danube to the
neighbourhood of Bender, a place famous in
modern history, and the actual frontier of the
Turkish and Russian empires.’

Trajan 'was ambitious of fame; and as long Conguests

as mankind shall continue to bestow moreliberal of Tiajan

applause on their destroyers than oa their Lene-
factors, the thirst of military glory will pver be
the vice of the most exalted characters, The
praises of Alexander, transmitted by a succes-
sign of poets and historians, had kindled a dan-
geroug emulation in the mind of Trajan. Like
him, the Roman emperor undertook an expedi-
tiou against the mafions of the East; but he
lamented, with a sigh, that his advanced age
scarcely left him any hopes of equalling the re-

nown of the aon of Philip." Yet the success of

* Dion Cagsios, ). Ixviii. p, 11281131, - Jolieo in Ceesaribns, Ea.
tropins, viii, 3-0. Ausrelins Yictor in Epicone,

* See & Memcir of M. d"Anville, on the provinee of Dacia, in Lhe
Acndemis des Inscripiions, tom, xavid, p. 444-468.

* Trajan’s sentiments are represented in a very just wod Lively man.
per in the Cxsans of Jalinn,

.

Fas
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CEM‘ Trajan, bowerer transient, was rapid and spec1-
seeesmere 008, The degenerate Parthizns, broken by intes-
tine discord, fled before his arms. He descended
the river Tigris in trinioph, from the mountains
of Armenia to the Persian gulf. He enjoyed the
hononr of being the first, #s he was the last, of
the Roman generals who ever pavigated that
remote sea. His fleets ravaged the coasts of
Arabia ; and Trajan vainly flatteved himself that
he was approaching towards the confines of
India.. Every day the astonished senste re-
ceived the intelligence of new mames and new
mations, that ackmowledged his sway. They
were informed that the kings of Besphorus, Col-
chos, Iberia, Albama, Osrhoene, and even the
Parthian momareh himself, had accepted their
diadems from the hands of the ewmperar; that
the independent tribes of the Median and Car-
ducian hills bad implored his protection ; and
that the ricb countries of Armenia, Mesopota-
mia, and Assyria, were reduced_into the state
of provinces.” But the death of Trajan scon
clouded the splendid prospect ; and it was justly
to be dreaded, that so many distant nations
would throw off the umaecostomed yoke, when
they were no longer restrained hy the powerful

hand which had imposed it. -
Reimed, It was an ancient tradition, that wheu she
o] uste capitol was founded by one of the Roman kings,

cessor Ha-

drias,  the god Terminus (who presided over bound-

K Entropins and Sextns Rufus have endeavonred Lo perpetnate the
jllzaion, See & very senailile disseriatiom of M. Freret, in the Acen
demie dea Insctiptions, tom. xxi, p. &5

. Dion Cussius, L lxviii; and the Abbreviators.
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aries, and was represented according to the
fasbion of that age, by a large stone) alone, a-
mong all the inferior deities, refused to yield
his place to Jupiter himself. A favourable in-
ference was drawn from hs obstinacy, which
was interpreted by the augurs as a sure presage
that the boundaries of the Roman power would
rever recede.” Dauring many ages, the predic-
tion, as it is usal, coatributed to s own ac-
complishment. But thoogh Termius had re-
sisted the majesty of Jupiter, he submitted to
the authority of the emperor Hadrian.« The
resignation of al the emstern conguests of Tra-
Jan was the first measure of his reign. He re-
stored to the Parthiana the election of an iade-
pendent sovereign, withdrew the Romaa garri-
sons from the provinces of Armenia, Mesopo-
tamia, and Aesyria, and in compliance with the
precept of Augustus, once more established the
Euphrates as the frontier of the empire.” Cen-
sure, which erraigns the poblic actions and the
private motives of princes, has sseribed to envy,
a eonduct, which might be attributed to the
prudence and moderation of Hadrian. - The
various character of that empetor, capable, by
turns, of the meanest and the most generows sen-
timents, may afford some colonr to the suspi-

¥ Ovid, Fast L §i, ver. 667. BSee Liry, and Dicoysivs of Halicar
nassna, whder the reign of

* B Apgustin is highly ddlglmd with the proof of the weakness
of Terminoa, and. the vagity of the angurs. Bee De Civitate Del,
h":u the Aogustan History, p. 8. .Imme’l Chronicle, and all the

Epitomlsers, It is somewhat sorprislng, that tlis memorable eveat
shonld be omitied by Dion, or rather by Xiphilln,

1T
CHAP.

et
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CHAP: cion. It was, however, scarcely in his power
... to place the superiority of his predecessor in a
more conspicuous light, than by thus confessing
himself unequal to the task of defending the

conquests of Trajan,
Contrmt  The martial and ambitious spirit of Trajan
of Hadrism fyrmed = very singular contrast with the mode-
« nins Piws. ration of his successor. The restless activity of
Hadrian wag not less remarkable, when com-
pared with the gentle repose of Antoninus Pius,
The life of the former was almost a perpetual
journey ; and as he possessed the various talents
of the soldier, the stateaman, and the scholar,
he gratified his curiosity in the discharge of his
duty. Careless of the difference of seasons and
of climates, he marched on foot, and harehead-
ed, over the snows of Caledonia, and the sultry
plains of the Upper Egypt; nor was there a
province of the empire, which, in the course of
his reign, .was not honouted with the presence
of the monarch.* But the traoquil life of Anio-
ninus Pius was spent in the bosom of Italy; and,
during the twenty-three years that he directed
* the public administration, the longest journies
of that amiable prince extended no further than
frotn his palace in Romne, to the retirement of

bis Lanuvian villa.*

Pacific Notwithstanding this difference in their per-

system of

Hedrian  50DAl conduct, the geceral system of Augustus

anit the

two Anto-

Bines, ¥ Diom, I. ixix, p. 1158, Hist. August. p, 5-8. If all onr lintoriam
were Jost, medals, inseriptions, snd other monuments wounld be sl
¢ient to record the truvels of Hadrian,

¢ See the Aungustan History and the Epitomes,

-*
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was equally adopted and uniformly pursued by cuar.
Hadrian and by the two Antonines. - They per- rerenee

sisted in the design of maintaining the dignity of
the empire, without attempting to enlarge its
limits. By every honourable .expedient they
invited the friendship of the barbarians ; and en-
deavoured to convince mankind, that the Roman
power, raised above the temptation of conquest,
was actualed only by the love of order and jus-
tice. During a loog period of forty-three years,
theirvirtuous labours were crowned with success;
and if we except a few slight hostilities that
served to exercise the legions of the froutier, the
reigns of Hadrian and Antoninus Pius offer the
fair prospect of universal peace.’ The Roman
name was revered among the most remote na-
tiona of the earth. The fiercest barbarians fre-
quently submitted - their differences to the arbi-
tration of the emperor; and we are informed
by a contemporary historian, that he had seen
ambassadors who were refused the honour which
they came to solicit, of being admitted into the
rank of subjects,*

The terror of the Roman arms added weight
and dignity to the modgration of the emperors.

4 We must, however, remember, that, in the time of Hedrian, a
rebellion of the Jews raged with religions fury, though only in a sin-
gie province s Pansaniaa ¢], vhil, ¢. 48), roentions two neceasary and
mecemfol wars, conducted by the gencrals of Pins. Ist, Against tie
wandering Moors, who were driven into the solitades of Atlas. 2d,
dguinat the brigantines of Britain, who had invaded the Roman pro-
viace, Both these wars (with several other hoatilities} are mentioned
in the Augostan History, p. 16,

* Applan of Alexandrin, in the preface to Lls History of the Roman
wars

Defensive
wars of
Marcos
Antoui
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cHaP. They preserved peace by a constant preparation
for war; and while justice regulated their con-
duct, they announced to the nations on their con-
fines, that they were as little disposed to endere,
as to offer an injury. The military strength,
which it had been sufficient for Hadrien and the
elder Antoninug to display, was exerted aguinst
the Parthians and the Germans by the emperor
Mnrces. The hostiiities of the barbarians pro-
voked the resentment of that philosophic mo-
narch, and, in the prosecution of a just defence,
Marcus and his generals obtained many signal
victories, both on the Euphrates, and on the
Danube.! The military establishment of the
Roman empire, which thus assured either ita
tranquillity or its success, will now become the
proper and important object of our attention.
Miitary In the purer ages of the commonwealth, the
mentofilhe US€ Of arms was reserved for those ranka of citi-
e +. 2€ns who had a country to love, a property te
defend, aud some share in enacting those laws,
which it was their interest, as well as duty, to
maiotain. But in proportion as the public free-
dom was lost in extent of conquest, war was gra-
dusly improved into an.art, and degraded inte
a trade* The legions themselves, even at the

-

? Dion. L txxl, Hist. Avgmt. in "Marco, The Parthing viewries
gave birth to & crowd of contemptible historieas, whose memmoty ham
been rescucd from obfivion, and exposed o ridlenle, in & very llvely
plece of cHtictrmn of Loelsn,

_* The poorest rank of soidiers possessed above forty poonds ster.
ling (Dlonys, Halicarn. lv, 17), & very high quulifieation; at & time
wista money was 50 scaice, that ah punce of aliver was equitalyne

-»
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time when they were recruited in the most dis- CHAP.
tant provinces, were supposed to consist of Ro-.........

man citizens. That distinction was generally
considered, either as a legal qualification, or as
@ proper recompence for the soldier; but a more
serions regard was paid to the essential merit of
age, strength, and military statare.* Ia all le-
vies, a just preference was given tp the climates
of the north over those of the south: the race
of men born to the exercise of arms wan sought
for in the country rather than in cities; aod it
was very reasonably presumed, that the hardy
occupations of smiths, carpenters, and huntsmen,
would supply more vigour and resolution, thaa
the sedentary trarles whicb are employed in the
service of luxury.'. Afler every qualification of
property had been laid aside, the armies of the
Rowau emperors were still commanded, for the
most part, by officers of a liberal birth and edu-
cation; hut the common soldiers, like the mes.
cepary troops of modern Europe, were drawn
from the meanest, and very frequently from the
most profligate, of mankind.

That public virtue which, among the ancients, picipiine

was denominated patriotism, is derived from a
strong sense of our own interest in the preser-
vation and prosperity of the free government of
which we are members. Such a sentiment,

o seventy poond weight of brass.  The populace, encladed by the an-
eient constitntion, were indiscriminately wdmitted by Marins. Gee
SnBust. de Bell. Jogarh, ¢. 81,

* Casar formed his legion Alsnda of Gaals aud strangers; bat it
was during the licence of civll war ; snd after the victory, he gave them
the freedom of the clty for thelr reward.

4 Bee Yegetita de Re Militard, L], ¢. 2T,
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-which had rendered the legious of the republic

almost invincible, could make but a very feeble
impression on the mercenary servants of a des-
potic prince ; and-it became necessary to supply
that defect by other motives, of a different, bat
not less forcible nature; honeur and religion.
The peasant, or mechanic, imbibed the useful
prejudice that he was advanced to the mnore dig-
uified profession of arms, in which his rank and
reputation would depend on his own valour;
and that, although the prowess of a private sol-
dier must often escape the notice of fame, his
own behaviour might sometimes confer glory or
disgrace on the company, the legion, or even the
army, to whose honours he was associated. On
his first entrance into the service, an ogth was
admioistered to him, with every circumstance of
solemnity. He promised never to desert his
standard, {0 submit his own will to the com-
mands of his leaders, and to sacrifice his iife for
the safety of the emperor and the empire* The
attachment of the Roman troops to their stand-
ards was inspired by the united influence of
religion and of honour. The golden eagle,
which glittered in the front of the legion, was
the object of their fondest devotion; nor was it
eateemed less impious than it was ignominious,
to abandon that sacred ensign in the hour of
dapger! These motives, which derived their

& The oath of service and fidelity to the emperor was anngally renéw-
td by the troops ou the first of Jannary.

! Tacitus calls the Roman esgles, Bellorom Deos, They were placed

in a chapel in the camp, and with the other deities received the religi-
ous worship of the troops,



OF THE ROMAN ENPIRE.

17

strength from the imagination, were. enforced cuap.
by fears and hopes of a more substantial kind. ....%....

Regular pay, occasional donatives, and a stated
recompence after the appoiuted time of service,
alleviated the bardships .of the militaty life,-
whilst, on the other hand, it was impossible .for
cowardice or disobedience to eseape the seéverest
punisbment. The centurions were authorized to
chastise with blows, the generals had a right to
pumish with death; and it ‘was an inflexible
maxim of Roman discipline, ‘that a good soldier
should dread his officers far more than the ene-
my. From such laudable arts did the valour of
the imperial troops receive a degree of firmuesy
and docility, unattainable Ly the impetuous and
irregular passions of barbarians, .

b.. And yet 8o sensible were the Romang of - the Exerclss.

imperfection of valour without skill aud practice,
that, in their langnage, the name of an army
‘was borrowed frame the word which signified ex-
ercise”. Military exercises were the important

L ™ See Gronovims Je Pecunia velere, L i, p. 180,.&c. . The ean
peror Domitian reised the anuunl stipend of the legionaries to twelve
pleces ¢f gold, which, in bit time, was equivalent to sbont ten of
oar goisess. This puy, somewhst bipher than oor own, had been,
apd was afterwards, gradeally increased, zccording to the progress
of wealth and military government. After twenty years service,
the veteran received three thousand depurii {sbout one bhandred
poauds sterling), or a proportionable allowance of land. The pay and
advantages of the goards were, in general, abont douhie those of 1Le
legiom,

* Exervitws ab caercilands, Varro de Lingnd, Latind, 1, v, Cicero in
Tuscnlan. 1. ii, 37, There is room for a very intetesting work, which
shonld lay open the conpection hetween the languayges sod manners of
nations.

Yok, 1. c
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and unremitted object of their discipline. The
recruitsand young soldiers were coastantly train-
ed both in the morning and in the. eveming, nor
was age or knowledge allowed to excuse the ve-
terans from the daily repetition of what they had
completely iearnt. Large sheds were erected in
the winter-quarters of the troops, that their nse-
ful labours might not receive any mterruption
from the most tempestuous weather ; and it was
carefully observed, that the arms destined to this
imitation of war, should be of double the weight
which was required in real action.” 1t is not the
purpose-of this work to enter into any minute
description of the Roman exercises. We shall
only remark, that they comprebended whatever
could add strength to the body, activity to the
limls, or grace to the motiens. The soldiers
were diligently instrected to march, to rom, to
leap, to awim, to cavry beavy burdens, to handle
every species of arms that was used either for
offence or for defewce, either in distant engage
ment, orin a cioser onset; {o form a variety of
evolutions; and to move tothe sound of flutes,
in the Pyrrhic or martial dance.” In the midst
of peace, the Reman treops fansiliarized theme
selves with the practice of war; and it is prettily
remarked by an ancient historian who had fought
sgainst thew, that the effusion of hlooc ‘'was the

* Vergetiu, L. il. and the rest of his fist book,

¥ The Pyrrie dence is extremely well Huatrated by M. je Beay, in
the Academic des Tnscriptions, tom. xxxv. p, 203, &c. That jesrned
acudemicisn, in @ scries of memoirs, has collected all the pasages of
he zucients that relate to the Roman fegion.
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only circumstence which dmhngnuhed @ field of CHAP.
battle from a field of exercise.' It was the po-__ . .,

hey of the ublest generals, and even of the em-
perors themselves, to encourage these military
stadies by their presence and example; and we
are informed that Hadrian, as well as Trqjan,
frequently condescended to instruct the unex-
perienced soldiers, to reward the diligent, and
sometimes to dispule with them the prize of su-
perior strength or dexterity.” Under the reigns
of those prinoes, the soience of tactics was cni-
tivated with success; and as long as the empire
retained any vigour, their military instruotions
were resperied as the most perfect modd of
Roman discipline.

Nine ceaturies of .war had gradually intro Tnete

duced into the service many alterations and im-

gZicns uo.
der the

provements. The legions, as they are described emperors

hy Polybiusy in the time of the Punic wars,
differed very materially from thase which a-
chieved the victoriea of Caear, or defended the
monarchy of Hadrian and the Antonines. The
constitntion of the imperial legion may be de-
seribed in 8 few words.” The heavy-armed in-

¥ Joarph. de Rell, Judalcs. L ill, e. 5. We are indebted ta thip Jow
for some very curiony detalls of Roman discipline.

f Piim. Paoegyr. ¢. 19, Life of Hadrian, in the Augnstine His-
tory.

* Bev an admirable digrasrion on the Roman dlscipline, fu the sinth
Tesuk of his Listory.

! Vegetins de Re Milltari, 1. il ¢. 4, &, Considerable part of his very
perphexed abridgment was takeo from the regulations of Trujan zod
Higdrian; and the legion, as be describes it, caanot snif any other xge
of (he Roman empire.

c2
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CBAP. fantry, which composed its principal strength,s
sererocer W8 divided into ten cohorts, and fifty-five com-

Arms.

- panies, under the orders of a correspondent num-

ber of tribunes and centurions, The first co-

“hort, which always claimed the post of honour

and the custody of the eagle, was formed of

“eleven hundred and five soldiers, the most ap-

proved for valour and fidelity. The remaining

-nine cohorts consisted each of five hundred and
fifty-five; and the whole body of legionary in-

fantry amounted to six thousand one hundred
men. Their arms were uniform, and admirably
adapted to the nature of their service: an open
helmet, with a lofty crest; a breast-plate, or coat
of mail; greaves on their legs, and an ample
buckler on their left arm. The buckler was of an
oblong and concave figure, four feet in length,
and two and a half in breadth, framed of a light
wood, covered with a huli’'s hide, and ‘strongly
guarded with plates of brass. Besidesa lighter
spear, the legionary soldier grasped in his right

“ hand the formidable gilwm, a ponderous. javelin,

whose utmost length was, about.six feet, and
which was terminated by a.massy triangular point
of steel of eighteen inches. This ipstrument
was indeed much inferiof to olr modemn fire-

Y Vegetins de Re Militard, I, fii, e, I. In tle prrer age of Coesar
and Cicero, the word mifer was almost confined to the infantry. Ua
der the lower empire, snd io the times of c¢hivalry, it wes ippro-
pristed almost as exclusively to the men at arps, who fonght on
Lorseback. .

* In the time of Polybins and Dionyrins of Halicamassus (1. v, ¢,
45), the ateel point of the pilum seems 1o have been much longer. I
the time of Vegetins, it was reduced 10 a foot, or even oioe inches, [
have chosen & mediun,
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arms : since it was exhausted by a single dis- CHAP.
charge, at the distance of only ten or twelve ... ...
paces. Yet when it was launched by a firm and
skilful hand, there was not any cavalry that durst
venture within its reach, nor any shield or corslet
that could sustain the impetuosity of its weight.
~ As soon as the Roman had darted his pilum, he
drew his sword, and rushed forwards to close
with the enemy. His sword was a short well-
tempered Spanish blade, that carried a double
edge,and was alike suited to the purpose of strik-
ing or of pushing; but the soldier was always
instructed to prefer the latter use of his weapon,
as his own body remained less exposed, whilst
he inflicted a more dangerous wound on his ad-
versary.’ The legion was usually drawn up
#ight deep; and the regular distance of three feet
was left hetween the files as well as ranks.: A
body of troops habituated to preserve this open
order, in a long front avd a rapid charge, found
themselves prepared to execute every disposi-
tion which the circumstances of war, or the skill
of their leader might suggest. The soldier pos-
sessed a free space for his arms and motions,
and sufficient intervals were allowed, through
which seasonable reinforcements might be in-
troduced to the relief of the exhausted com-
batants.* The taclics of the Grecks and Ma-

¥ For the legiouary areu, see Lipsias de Militik Remmod, I 0i, e.
3T,

* Sev the besntifal comparison of Virgll, Georgic, i, v. 70,

* M. Guichard, Memoires Militaires, tom. i, ¢. 4, and Nosveaux
Memoires, Lome §, p. 203-311, has trented the snbject like a scholar and
an officer.
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cedonians were formed on very different prinei-

,,,,f,',,,, ples. 'The strength of the phalanx depeaded on

Cavalry.

sixteen ranks of long pikes, wedged together in
the closest array." But it was soon discovered
by reflection, as well as by the event, that the
strength of the phalanx was unable to contend
with the activity of the legion.*

The cavalry, without which the force of the
legion would bave remajned imperfect, was di-
vided into ten troops or squedrons; the first, as
the compaaion of the first cohort, consisted of
an hundred and thirty-two menp ; whilst each of
the other nine amounted only to sixty-six. The
entire establishment formed a regiment, if we
may use the modern expression, of seven hundred
and twenty six horse, naturally connected with
its respective legion, but occasionally separated
to act io the line, and to composs a part of the
wings of the army.! The cavalry of the Em-
perors was no longer composed, like that of the
ancient republic, of the noblest yonths of Rome
and Italy, who, by performing their military ser-
vice on horseback, prepared themselves for the
offices of senator and consul; aad solicited, by
deeds of valour, the future sufirages of their
countrymen. Since the alteration of mauners

¥ See Arrian’s Tactics, With the true partiality of a Greek, Arriag
rather chese t6 describe the phaluax, of wbiek he bad read, than e
legions which be had commanded.

! Polyb. L xyii,

4 Yeget de Re Militar, 1. ii, & 6. His positive testimony, which
wight be mpperted by eircumstantial svidence, caght sarely to o
lemce thede eritics who refuse the Lnperinl leglon its proper body of

cavelry.
* fleq Livy ulmost throughout, prticatarly xlif, 61, |
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and government, the most wealthy of the eques- CHAP.
trian order were engaged in the administration ..........

of justice, and of the revenuc;’ and whenever
they embraced the-profession of arms, they were
immediately entrusted with a troop of horse, or a
cohort of foot.* Trajan and Hadrian formed
their cavalry from the same provioces, and the
Iame class of their subjects, which recruited the
ranks of the legion. The horses were bred, for
the most part, in Spain or Cappadocia. The
Roman troopers aespised the complete armounr
with which the cavalry of the East was encum-
bered. Their more useful arms consisted in a
helmet, an oblong shield, light boots, and a coat
of mail. A javelin,and a long broad-swerd, were
their principal weapons of offence. The use of
sances, and of iron maces, they seem to have bor-
rowed from the barbarians.

The safety and honour of the empire were prin- ;...

cipally entrusted to the legions; but the policy of rien

Rome condescended to adopt every useful instru-
ment of war. Considerable levies were regularly
made among the provincials, whe had not yet
deserved the honourable distinction of Romans.
Many dependent princes and communities dis-
persed round the frontiers, were permitted, for
# while, to hold their freedom and security by the

T Plin, Hist. Nator. xxuiii, . The true sense of that very corioos
pasage was first discovered and iflustrated by M. de Beaufort, Repub-
ue Romaioe, L ii, c. & -

* As jn the imstance of Horace and Agricole. This appears to have
een a defect in the Roman dlacipline, which Hadrian ¢ndexvonred to
remedy, by ascertaining the legal age of a tribope.

* See Arrian's Tactica.
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tenure of military service.! - Even select troops:

wmomr..... of hostile barbarians were frequently compelled

Artillery.

or perauaded to consurme their dangerous valour
in remote climates, and for the benefit of the
state” All these were included under the ge-
neral name of auxiliaries; and howsoever they
might vary according to the difference of times
and circumstances, their numbers were seldom
much inferior to those of the legions them-
gelves! Among the auxiliaries, the bravest and
most faithful bands were placed under the com-
mend of prefects and centurions, and severely
trained in the arts of Roman discipline; but tbe
far greater part retained those arms, to which the
nature of their country, or their early habits of
life, more peculiarly adapted them. By this in-
stitution, each legion, to whom .a certain propor-
tion of auxiliaries was allotted, contained within
itself every species of lighter troops, and of mis-
sile weapons; and was capable of encountering
every nation, with the advantages of its respec-
tive arms and discipline® Nor was the legion
destitute of what, i modern language, would he
styled a train of artillery. It consisted in ten
military engines of . the largest, and fifty-five of

I Buch, in particular, was Lhe state of the Batavidns. Tacit. Gerroa -
Tia, c. §9. ' '

* Marcns Antoninus obliged the vanquished Quadi and Marcomagsi
to aopply him with a Jarge hody of troops, which he immediately scnt
futo Britain, Dion. Cassins, 1, Ixxi,

! Tacit. Aunal. iv, 5. Those who fix a regular proportion of as many
foot, and twice as many horse, confound the soxiliaries of the cinperors
wilh the Ttalian sliies of the republie.

™ Yegetius, i, 2. Arriag, io his order of merch and battle sgaini}
the Alaui.



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

25

a smaller size; but all of which, either in an CHAP,
oblique or horizontal manner, discharged stoues...........

and darts with irresistible violence.™

The camp of a Rowan legion presented the gacemp

appearasce of a fortified city.” - As soon as the ™"

space was marked out, the pioneers carefally
levelled the ground, and removed every impedi.
ient that migbt interrupt its perfect regularity.
Its form was an exact quadrangle; and we may
calcanlate, that a square of about seven hundred
yards was sufficient for the encampment of twen-
ty thousand Romans; though a similar number
of our own troops would expose to the enemy a
front of more thac treble that extent. In the
midst of the camp, the preetorium, or general’s
guarters, rose above the others; the cavalry, the
infantry, and the auxiliaries, occupied their re-
spective stations; the streets were broad, and
perfectly straight, and.a vacant space of two
hundred feet was left on all sides, between the
tents and the rampart. Bhe rampart itself was
usually twelve feet high, armed with a line of

* The sohject of the ancient muchines s treated with great know-
Jedge wnd ingeanity by the chevalier Folard {Polybe, tom. ii, p. 233-
266}, He prefers them, in many respects, to bur medern cannon and
mortars. 'We may observe, that the use of them in the ficld gradnaliy
became more prevalent, in proporiion ws personal valonr nnd military
akili declined with the Roman empire. Wheo men were no longer
foond, their place was sopplied by machines. Sce Vegetina, ii, 35,
Amian,

* Vegetius finfshes hla second hook, and the dewcriplion of the
legion, with the following emphatic words: ¢ Universn qum in
“ guogne belli genere necessaria vsse creduntur, secnm legio debet

* ubique poriate, ut in quovis loco flxerit castr, armstam facist -

¥ civitateml™
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CHAP. strong snd intricate palisades, and defended by

Atk

a ditch of twelve feet in depth as well as in
breadth. This importaut labour was performed -
by the hands of the legionaries themselves ; to
whom the use of the spade and the pick-axe was
no less familiar than that of the sword or pilum.
Active valoar may often be the present of na-
ture; butsach patiemt diligence can be the fruit
only of habit and discipline.”

.~ Whepever the trumpet gave the signal of de-

parture, the camp was almost instantly broke up,
aud the troops fell into their ranks without delay
or confusion. Besides their arme, which the le-
gionariesacarcely considered asan incumbrance,
they were laden with their kitchen furniture, the
instraments of fortification, and the provision of
many days.r Under this weight, which woald
oppress the delicacy of a modem soldier, they
were trained by a regular step to advance, ia
about six hours, near twenty miles.” QOn the
appearance of an enemy, they threw aside their
baggage, and by easy and rapid evolutions con-
verted the column of march into an order of hat-
tle: The slingers and archers skirmisbed in the -
front; the auxiliaries formed the first line, and
were seconded or sustained by the strength of the

? For the Roman Castremetation, aee Polybles, I, vi. with Lipuios de
Militid Romand, Joseph, de Betl, Jud, 1. iii, ¢. 5. Wegetiug, |, 1.9 ; fil,
@; sbd Memoires de Guichard, tom. §, ¢. 1,

% Cicere in Tasculsa. iiy 37.  Joseph. de Bell. Jud- L Li, 8. Fronts
wos, iv, 1.

¥ ¥ergetion, i, 0. See Memaires de PAcxdemie des Inseriptiom,
tom. xxv, p. LA7.

* Sre those evolatioms sdmirably well explaived by M. Guichard,
Nouveaux Memoires, tom. i, p. 141-2884.
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CHAP. entrusted fo eight legions, six of whom were
veeeroroe planted in Syria, and the other two in Cappa-

Nary.

docia. With regard to Egypt, Africa, and
Spain, as they were far removed from any im-
portant scene of war, a single legion maintain-
ed the domestic tranquillity of each of those
great provinces. Even Italy was not left des-
titute of a military force.” Above twenty thoun-
sand chosen soldiers, distinguished by the titles
of city cohorts and prztorian guards, watched
over the safety of the monarch and the capi-
tal. As the authors of almost every revolu-
tion that distracted the empire, the pretorians
will, very soon, and very londly, demand our
attention ; but in their arms and institutions
we cannot find any circumstance which dis-
criminated them from the legions, unless it
were a more splendid appearance. and a less
rigid discipline.* _

The navy maintained by the emperors might
seem inadequate to tbeir greatness; but it was
fully sufficient for every useful purpose of govern-
ment. The ambition of the Romans was con-
fined to the land; nor was that warlike penple
ever actuated by the enterprising spirit which had
prompted the navigators of Tyre, of Carthage,
and even of Marseilies, to enlarge the bounds of
the world, and to explore the most remote coasts
of the ocean. To the Romans the ocean remained

* Tacitns (Aopal. iv, &), Las given us a atate of the legioms
under Tiberius; and Diion Cassius (1. lv, p. 784) ander Alexander
Severns. { have sndeavoured to fix om the proper medium between
these two periods, See likewise Lipsiva de Magritodine Romand, b &
[ %N .
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an cbject of terror rather than of curiosity,® the
whole extent of the Mediterranean, after the
destruction of Carthage, and the ext:rpatxon of
the pirates, was included within their provinces,
The policy of the emperors was directed only to
preserve the peaceful dominion of that sea, and
tv protect the cominerce of their subjects, With
these moderate views, Augustus stationed twe
permanent fleets in the most convenient ports of
Italy; the one at Ravenna, on the Adriatic, the
other at Misenum, in the bay of Naples. Ex-
perience seems at length to bave couvinced the
ancients, that as soon as their galleys exceeded
two, or at themost three ranks of oars, they were
suited rather for vain pomp than for real service,
Augustus himself, in the victory of Actium, had
seen the superiority of his own light frigates (they
were called liburnians) over the lofty but un-
wieldy castles of his rival.* Of these liburni-
ans he composed the two fleets of Ravenna and
Misenun, destined to command, the one the
eastern, the other the western division of the Me-
diterranean; and to each of the squadrous he at-
tached a body of several thousand mariners. Be-
sides these.two ports, which may be considered
as the principal seats of the Roman navy, a very
considerable force was stationed at Frejus, on the
coast of Provence, and the Euxine was guarded

* The Romany tried te dlguise, by the pretence of religions awe,
thair jgnoravce aud terzor. Ber Tacit. Germania, ¢. 84,

* Pletarch, in Mare. Anton, And yet, If we may credit Oroslos,
these monsirous castles were ug taore than ten feet nbnn the water,
i, 19,

29
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caAP. by forty ships, and three thousand soldiers. To
"mljm, all these we add the fleet which preserved the
communication between Gaul and Btitain, and a
great number of vessels constantly maintained on
the Rhine and Danube, to harass the country,
or to intercept the passage of the barbarians.»
If we review this general state of the imperial
forces; of the cavalry as well as infantry; of the
legions, the auxiliaries, the guards, and the navy;
the most liberal computation will not atlow us to
Amonnt ;f fix the entire establishment by sea and by land at
estabiisn. More than four hundred and fifty thousand men ;
mest. g military power, which, however formidable it
may seem, was equalled by a monarch of the last
century, whose kingdom was confined within a
single provioce of the Roman empire.*
viewotthe  We have attempted to explain the spirit which
pravinees moderated, and the streagth which supported, the
Mreltc power of Hadrian and the Antonines. - We shall
now endeavour, with clearness and precision, to
describe the provinces once united under their
sway, hut at present divided into 50 many inde-
pendent and hostile states.

Spain, the western extremity of the empire,
of Europe, and of the ancient world, bas, in
every age, invariably preserved the same natural
limits; the Pyrenean monutains, the Mediter~
ranean, and the Atlantic ocean. That great

peninsula, at present so unequally divided he-

Spaln.

7 S¢e Llpsina, de Magnhud. Rom. 1. §, ¢. 5. The slateen {nst chap=
tevs of Yegetios relste to naval afaire.

* Valtaire, Biecle de Louis XIV, c. 29. 1t rust, however be revarme
Mered, that Prance still feels that extraordiory effort,
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tween two sovereigns, was distribauted by An- CHAP.
gustus into three provinces, Lusitania, Baehca,,,,,,, —

and Tarraconensis. The kingdom of Portugal
now fills the place of the warlike country of the
Lasitanians; and the loss sustained by the for-
mer, on the side of the east, is compensated by
ap accession of territory towards the north. The
confines of Grenada and Andalusia correspond
with those of ancient Betica. The remainder
of Spain, Gallicia, and the Asturias, Biscay and
Navarre, Leon, and the two Castiles, Murcia,
Valencia, Catalonin, and Arragon, all contri-
bated to form the third and most considerable of
the Roman governments, which, from the name
of its capital, was styled the province of Tar-
ragoda® Of the native barbarians, the Celti-
berians were the most powerful, as the Canta-
hrians and Asturians proved the most obstinate.
Confident in the strength of their mountains, they
were the last who submitted to the arms of
Rotne, and the first who threw off the yoke of
the Arabs.

Ancient Gaul, as it contained the whole eoun-
try between the Pyrenees, the Alps, the Rhine,
and the ocean, was of greater extent than mo-
dern France. To the dominions of that power-
fal monarchy, with its recent acquisitions of Al-
sace and Lorraine, we must add the dechy of

* Bee Ttrabo, L i, It is mutnral enongh to soppose that Armgon e
derived from Turynconemsis ; and aeveral moderos whe huve written In
Latip, ose theee words ar synotymows. It is, however, certalo, that
fhe Artagon, a little stremn which falls from the Pyrevees into the Bro,
first gave ity name to & country, and gradoally te a hingdom, Seed'
Anville, Geographie du Moyen Age, p. 161,

Gaut,
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CHar. Savoy, the cantons of Switzerland, the four elec.
raeererere tOVAteEs of the Rhine, and the territories of Liege,

Luxemburg, -Hainault, Flanders, and Brabant.
When Augustua gave laws to the conquests of
his father, he. iotroduced a division of Gaul,
equally adapted to the progress of the legions,
to the course of the rivers, and to the principal
national distinctions, which had comprehended
above an hundred independent states.® The
sea-coast of the Mediterranean, Languedoc, Pro-
vence, and Dauphiné, received their provincial
appellation from the colony of Narbonne. The
government of Aquitaine was extended from the
Pyrenees to the Lojre. The country between
the Loire and the Seine was styled the Celtic
Gaul, and socon borrowed a new denomination
from the celebrated colony of Lugdunum, or
Lyons.  The Belgic lay beyond the Seine, and
in more ancient times had been bounded only
by the Rbine; but a little before the age of Ce-
sar, the Germans, abusing their superiority of
valour, had occupied a considerable porfion of
the Belgic territory. The Rowman conquerors
very eagerly embraced so flattering a circum-
stance, and the Gallic frontier of the Rhine, from
Basil to Leyden, received the pompous names of
the Upper and the Lower Germany.: Such,
under the reign of the Antonines, were the six

-% Ope hundred and fiReen cilies appear in the Notitia of Quui;
and it is well koown tbat this application was applied ot only to
the capital town, hat to the whole territory of each mate. But Phu-
tarch aud Appian incresse the numhber of trlhes to three or four bun-
dred,

¢ IPAnville, Notice de ['Ancienne Gaul.
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provinces of Gaul; the Narbonnese, Aquitaine,
the Celtic, or Lyonnese, the Belgic, and the two
Germanys.

We have already had occagion to mention the
conquest of Britain, and to fix the boundary of
the Roman province in this island. It compre-
hended all England, Wales, and the lowlands of
Scotland, as far as the friths of Dunbartou and
Edinburgh, BeforeBritaiu lost her freedom, the
country was irregularly divided between thirty
tribes of barbarians, of whom the most consider-
able were the Belg® in the west, the Brigantes
in the north, the Silures in South Wales, and
the Iceni in Norfolk and Suffolk.* As far as
we can either trace or credit the resemblance of
manners and language, Spain, Gaul, and Britain
were peopled by the same bardy race of savages.
Before they yiclded to the Roman arms, they
often disputed the field, and often renewed the
coulest, After their submission, they constituted
the western division of the European provinces,
which extended from the columns of Hercules to
the wall of Antoninus, and from the mouth of the
Tagus to the sources of the Rhine and Danube.

Before the Roman conquest, the country which
18 now called Lombardy was not considered as
a part of [taly. Ithad been occupied by a pow-
erful colony of Gauls, who, setiling themselves
along the baoks of the Po, from Piedmont to
Romagna, carried their arms and diffused their
name from the Alps to the Appenine. The

4 Whitaker's History of Manchester, vol. i, c. 3,
VOoL. L. D

Britia



34 THE DECLINE AND FALL

cHAP. Ligurians dwelt on the rocky coast, which now

L forms the republic of Genoa. Venice was yet
unborn: but the territories of that state which
lie to the east of the Adige, were inhabited by
the Venetiaus.® The middle part of the pen-
insula that now composes the duchy of Tuscany
and the ecclesiastical state, was the ancient geat
of the Etruscans and Umbrians; to the former
of whom Italy was indebted for the first rudi-
ments of civilized life! The Tyber rolled at
the foot of the seven hills of Rome, and the
country of the Sabines, the Latins,and the Volsci,
from that river to the frontiers of Naples, was
the theatre of her infant victories. On that ce-
lebrated ground the first consuls deserved tri-
umphs, their successors adorned villas, and thei?
posterity have erected convents.® Capua and
Campania possessed the imnediate territory of
Naples; and the rest of the kingdom was inhabit-
ed by many warlike nations, the Marsi, the Sam-
nites, the Apulians, and the Lucanians; and the
sea-coasts had been covered by the flourishing
colonies of the Greeks, ' We may remark, that
when Augustus divided Italy into eleven regions,
the little province of Istria was annexed to that
seat of Roman sovereignty.*

* The Italinn Veneti, thongh ofien confounded with the Gaols, were
more probably of Illyrian origin, See M. Frercl, Menoires de I'Aca-
demi des Inscriptions, tom. xviii.

f Bee Mafiei Vercoa jHustrat, L i

¢ The first contract was chserved by the ancients, See Plorus, i, 11.
The second most strike every modern traveller,

* Pliny {Hist. Natur, L iii} follows tie division of Taly by Ao
ot

-
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The European provinces of Rome were pro- char.
tected by thecourse of the Rhineand the Danube. ....5....
The latter of those mighty sireams, which rises 1,0,
at the distance of only thirty miles from the /s
former, flows above thirteen hundred miles, for
the most part to the south east, collects the tri-
bute of sixty navigable rivers, and is at length,
through six mouths, received into the Euxine,
which appears scarcely equal to such an acces-
sion of waters.! The provinces of the Danube
soon acquired the general appellation of Ilyri-
cum, or the Illyrian frontier;* and were esteem-
ed the most warlike of the enipire; but they de-
serve to be more particularly considered under
the names of Rheetia, Noricum, Pannouia, I)al-
#atia, Dacia, Mesia, Thrace, Macedonia, and
Gireece.

The province of Rhwetia, which soon extin  gue.
guished the name of the Vindelicians, extended
from the summit of the Alps to the banks of the
Danube; from its source, as far as its conflux
with the Inon. The greatest part of the flat
country is subject to the elector of Bavaria; the
city of Augsburg is protected by the constitution
of the German empire; the Grisons are safe in
their mountains, and the country of Tyrol is
ranked among the numerous provinces of the
house of Austria.

The wide extent of territory which is mcluded Nodﬂ;'::_

between the Inn, the Danube, and the Save;coia

Tonmefart, Voyages en Gréce et Asin Mincure, lettre xviil,
® The nsme of Tilyricum originelly Lelonged to the sea-comat of the
Hadriatic, and was gradnally extended by the Romans from the Alpa to
the Buxine sen.  See Serveripi Panonha, 1, 6y . 3.

D
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CHAP. Austria, Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, the Lower

veroenorer, Hungary, and Sclavonia, was known to the an-
cients under the names of Noricum and Panno-
nia, In their original state of independence,
their fierce inhabitants were intimately connect-
ed. Under the Roman government they were
frequently united, and they still remain the pa-
triomony of a single family. They now contain
the residence of a German prince, who stiles him-
self emperor of the Romans, and form the centre,
as well as strength, of the Austrian power. Itmay
not be improper to observe, that if we except Bo-
hemia, Moravia, the northern skirts of Austria,
ahd a part of Hungary hetween the Teyss and
the Danube, all the other dominions of the house
of Austria were comprised within the limits of
the Roman empire.

Damatin  Dalmatia, towhich the nawme of Illyricom more
properly helonged, was a long but narrow tract,
between the Save and the Adriatic. The best
part of the sea-coast, which still retains its anci-
ent appellation, is a province of tbe Venetian
state, and the seat of the little republic of Ragu=
sa. The inland parts have assumed the Sclavo-
nian names of Croatia and Bosnia; the former
obeys an Austrian governor, the latter a Turkish
pasha; but the whole country is still infested by
tribes of barbarians, whose savage independence
irregularly marks the doubtful limit of the chris-
tian and mahometan power.:

! A Yeuetian traveller, the Abbate Fortis, hax iately given us some
account of those very obarnre conntries.  But the geograply and notie
quities of the western Llyricum can be expected ondy fiew the munifie
eence of the emperor, its savereign
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After the Danube had received the waters of CHAP.
the Teyss and the Save, it acquired, at least..........
among the Greeks, the name of Ister.= It for- Musiaand
merly divided Mzsia and Dacia, the latter of ">
which, as we have already seen, was a conquest
of Trajan, aud the ouly province beyond the
river. If we inquire into the present state of
those countries, we shall find that, on the left
hand of the Danube, Temeswar and Transylvania
have been annexed, after many revolutions, to
the crown of Hungary; whilst the principalities
of Moldavia and Walachia acknowledge the su-
premacy of the Ottoman Porte.  On the right
hand of the Danube, Mwsia, which, during the
roiddie ages, was broken into the harbariau king-
doms of Servia and Bulgaria, is again united in
Lurkish slavery. .

The appeliation of Roumelia, which is still be- Thrace,
stowed by the Turks on the extensive countries :2::‘:::‘
of Thrace, Macedonia, and Greece, preserves the Greeee
memory of their ancient state under the Roman
empire. In the time of the Antonines, the mar-
tial regions of Thrace, from the mountains of
Haemus and Rhodope, to the Bosphorus and the
Hellespont, had assamed the form of a province.
Notwithstandirg the change of masters and of
religion the new city of Rome, founded by
Constantine on the banks of the Bosphorus, bas
ever since remained the capital of a great mo-
narchy. The kingdom of Macedonia, which,

* The Bave rises near the confines of lsiria, und was considered by
Whe more carly Greeks as the principal stream of the Dasube.
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under the reign of Alexander, gave laws to Asia,
derived more solid advantages from the policy
of the two Philips: and, with its dependencies of
Epirus and Thessaly, extended from the Egean
to the Ionian sea. When we reflect on the fame
of Thebes and Argos, of Sparta and Athens, we
can scarcely persuade ourselves, that so many
immortal republics of ancient Greece were lost
in a single province of the Roman empire, which,
from the superior influence ofthe Achzanleague,
wasusuallydenominated the province ofAchaia.

Such was the state of Europe under the Ro-
man emperors. The provinces of Asia, with-
out excepting the transient conquests of Trajan,
are all comprehended within the limits of the
Turkish power. Bat, instead of following the
arbitrary divisions of despotism and ignorance,
it will be safer for us, as well as nore agreeable,
to observe the indelible characters of nature.
The name of Asia Minor is attributed, with
some propriety, to the peninsula, which, con-
fined betwixt the LEuxine and the Mediterra-
nean, advances from the Euphrates towards
Europe. The most extensive and flourishing
district, westward of mount Taurus and the ri-
ver Halys, was dignified by the Romans with
the exclusive title of Asia. The jurisdiction of
that province extended over the ancient monar-
chies of Troy, Lydia, and Phrygia, the maritime
counties of the Pamphylians, Lycians, and Ca-
rians, and the Grecian colonies of Ionia, which
equalled in arts, though not in arms, the glory
of their parent. The kingdoms of Bithynia and
Poutus possessed the northern side of the pe-
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ninsula from Constantinople to Trebizond. On
the opposite side, the province of Cilicia was
terminated by the mountains of Syria: the in-
land country, separated from the Roman Asia
by the river Halys, and from Armeania by the
Euphrates, had once formed the independent
kingdom of Cappadocia. In this place we may
observe, that the northern shores of the Euxine,
beyond Trebizond in Asia, and beyond the Da-
nube in Europe, acknowledged the sovereignty
of the emperors, and received at their hands
either tributary princes or Roman garrisons.
Budzak, Crim Tartar, Circassia, and Mingre-

ha, are the modern appellations of those savage

countries.®

39
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Under the successors of Alexander, Syriag ..

was the seat of the Seleucid®, who reigned over

Piienicia,
and Pales

Upper Asia, till the successful revolt of the Par- tine.

thians confined their dominions bctween the
Euphrates and the Mediterranean. Yhen Sy-
ria became subject to the Romans, it formed
the eastern frontier of their empire ; nor did that
provioce, in its utmost latitude, know any other
bounds than the mountains of Cappadocia to the
north, and towards the south, the confines of
Egypt, and the Red sea. Phenicia and Pales-
tine were sometimes annexed to, and sometimes
separated from, the jurisdiction of Syria. The
former of these was a narrow and rocky coast;
the latter was a territory scarcely superior to

* Seethe Periplus of Arrlan, He examioed the conats of the Euxine,
wiren he was governor of Cappedocia,
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Wales, either in fertility or extent. Yet Phee-
nicia and Palestine will for ever live in the
memory of mankind, since America, as well as
Europe, has received letters from the one, and
religion from the other.” A sandy desert, alike
destitute of wood and water, skirts along the
doubtful confine of Syria, from the Euphrates to
the Red sea. The wandering life of the Arabs
wasg inseparably connected with their independ-
ence: and wherever, on some spots less barren
than the rest, they ventured to form any settied

.habitation, they soon became subjects to the

Roman empire.r

The geographers of antiquity have frequently
hesitated to what portion of the globe they
should ascribe Egypt.® By its situation, that
celebrated kingdom is included within the im-
mense peninsula of Africa; but it is accessible
only on the side of Asia, whose revolutions, in
almost every period of history, Egypt has ham-
bly obeyed. A Roman prafect was seated on
the splendid throne of the Ptolemys; and the

¢ Tbe progress of religion is well known. The use of letters
wus introduced smong the savages of Earope about fifteen hondred
yenrs before Christ; and the Eoropeans carried them to America
sbout fiftcen centuries after the christian wrm Bat in & period of
three thoosand years, the Phenician slphabet recetved conpidernhle
alterations, as it passed through the hands of ibe CGreaks and Ro-
mans. :

¥ Dion Cassing, itb. Ixefii, p. 1131.

1 Ptolemy and Strube, with the modem geographems, fix the
fsthmus of Suez, as the boondary of Asia wnd Afrfea. Dionyulae,
Mels, Pliny, Salloat, Hirtius, and Sofinus, have preferred for that por.
posc the western braneh of the Nile, or even the great Catabathmims,
of descent, which Iast wonld sesign to Asta, not only Egypt, but part
of Libya.
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iron sceptre of the Mamalukes is now in the
hands of a Turkish pasha. The Nile flows
down the country ahove five hundred miles, from
the tropic of Cancer to the Mediterranean, and
marks, on either side, the extent of fertility by
the measure of its inundations. Cyrene, situate
towards the west, and along the sea-coast, was
first & Greek colony, afterwards a province of
Egypt, and is now lost in the desert of Barca.
From Cyrene to the ocean, the coast of Africa
extends above fifteen hundred miles; yet so
closely is it pressed between the Mediterranean
and the Sahara, or sandy desert, that its breadth
seldom exceeds fourscore or an hundred miles.
The eastern division was considered by the Ro-
mans as the more peculiar and proper province
of Africa. Till the arrival of the Phcnician
colonies, that fertile country was inhabited by
the Libyans, the most savage of mankind. Un-
der the immediate jurisdiction of Carthage, it
became the centre of commerce and empire ;
but the republic of Carthage is now degenerat-
ed into the feeble and digorderly statesof Tripoli
and Tunis. Themilitary government of Algiers
oppresses the wide extent of Numidia, as it was
once united under Massinissa aud Jugurtha: but
in the time of Augustus, the limits of Numidia
were contracted; and, at least, two thirds of the
country acquiesced in the name of Mauritania,
with the epithet of Cesariensis. The genuine
Mauritania, or country of the Moors, which,
from the ancient city of Tingi, or Tangier,

41
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cHAP. was distinguished by the appellation of Tingi-

......I:,... tana, is represented by the modern kingdom of

. Fez. Salld, on the ocean, so infamous at pre-

sent for its piratical depredations, was noticed

by the Romans, as the extreme objcct of their

power, and almost of their geography. A city

of their foundation may still be discovercd near

Mequinez, the residence of the barbarian whom

we condescend to style the emperor of Mo-

rocco; but it does not appear that his more

southern dominions, Morocco itself, and Segel-

messa, were ever comprehended within the Ro-

man province. The western parts of Africa are

intersected by the branches of mount Atlas, a

name 8o idly celebrated by the fancy of poetasr

but which is now diffused over the immense

ocean that rolls between the ancient and the new
continent.*

whepeqi, 1laving now finished the circuit of the Roman

terranean, empire, we may observe that Africa is divided

Jasode  from Spain by a narrow strait of about twelve

miles, through which the Atlantic flows into the

Mediterranean. The columns of Hercules, so

famous among the ancients, were two meuntains

" T The long range, moderate beight, and gentle declinty of monmt
Atlas (sce Bhaw's Travels, p. 5} are very unlike a solitary monnmin
which rears ita head into the clouds, und seema to support the heme
vens, The peak of Teneriff, on the contrary, rises  {eagne and w
half ebove the murface of the sea, and as it was frequently viited by
the Pheenicizns, might engage the notice of the Oreek poetr. See
Buffon, Histoire Natarelle, tom. i, p, 312 Histoire des Voyages,
tom. ii.

* M. de Voltaire, tom, xiv, p. 207, nnaupported by either fact ar
probabllity, has generously bestowed tbe Camary hiands on the e
man empire.
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which seemed to havebeentorn asunderby some Cflap.
convulsion of the elements; and at the foot of ..........

the European mountain, the fortress of Gibral-
tar is now seated, The whole extent of the Me-
diterranean sea, its coasts, aud its islands, were
comprised within the Romau dominion. Of the
larger islands, the two Baleares, which derive
their name of Majorea and Minorca from their
respective size, are subject, at present, the former
to Spain, the latter to Great Britain. It is easier
to deplore the fate, than to describe the actual
condition of Corsica. Two Italian sovereigns
assume a regal title from Sardinia and Sicily.
Crete, or Candia, with Cyprus, and most of the
smaller islands of Greece and Asia, have been
subdued by the Turkish arms, whilst the hittle
rock of Malta defies their power, and has emer-
ged, under the government of its military order,
ito fame and opulence.

This long enumeration of provinces, whose Genemt

broken fragments have formed so many power-

ful kingdoms, might almest induce us to forgive e

the vanity or ignorance of the ancients. Daz-
zled with the extensive sway, the irresistible
strength, and the real or affected moderation of
the emperors, they permitted themselves to de-
spise,and sometimes to forget, the outlying coun-
tries, which had been left in the enjoyment of a
barbarous independence; and they gradually
usurped the licence of confounding the Roman
monarchy with the globe of the earth.! But the

! Bergier, Hist. des Grands Chemins, L iii, e 1,2, 8, £; a very use.
fal collection.

idex of the
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temper, as well as knowledge, of a modern his.
torian require a more sober and accurate lan-
guage. He may impress a juster image of the
greatnees of Rome, by observing that the empire
was above two thousand miles in breadth, from
the wall of Antoninus and the porthern limits of
Dacia, to mount Atlas and the tropic of Cancer;
that it extended, in length, more than three
thousand miles, from the western ocean to the
Euphrates ; that it was situated in the finest
part of the temperate zone, betweeri the twenty-
fourth and fifty-sixth degrees of northern lati-
tude; and that it was supposed to contain alove
sixteen hundred thousand square miles, for the
most part of fertile and well cultivated land.”

“ Bec Templeman’s Survey of the Globe; but I distrusd both
loetor’s learuing and bis mape
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CHAP. II

Of the union and internal prosperily of the Ro-
man empire, in the age of the Antonines.

IT is not alone by the rapidity, or extent of cuap,
conquest, that we should estimate the great- '
ness of Rome. The sovereign of the Russian prncipies
deserts commands a larger portion of the glohe, of govers-
In the seventh summer after his passage of the
Hellespont, Alexander erected the Macedonian
trophies on the banks of the Hyphasis.« Within

less than a century, the irresistible Zingis, and

the Mogul princes of his race, spread their cruel
devastations and transient empire from the sea

of China to the confines of Egypt and Germary.*

But the firm edifice of Roman power was raised

and preserved by the wisdom of ages. The obe-

dient provinces of Trajan and the Antonines

were united by laws,and adorned by arts. They

might occasionally suffer from the partial abuse

of delegated authority; but the general principle

of government was wise, simple, and beneficent,

They enjoyed the religion of their ancestors,

whilst in civil honours and advantages they were
exalted, by just degrees, to an equality with

elr Conguerors.

* They were erected sbout the midway between Lahor and Delhi,
The conquests of Alexander in Hindoatsn were confined to the Punjuh,
" % eoantry watered by the five great streams of the Indws,

* 8¢¢ M. dc Guignes, Histoires des Huna, I, xv, xvi, aud xvil
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} The policy of the emperors and the senate,
as far as it concerned religion, was happily se-
conded by the reflections of the enlightened, and
by the habits of the superstitious, part of their
subJects The various modes of worship, which
prevailed in the Roman world, were all con-
sidered by the people as equally true; by the
phuosopher as equally false; and by the ma-
gistrate as equally useful. And thus toleration
produced not only mutual indulgence, but even
religious concord

"The superstition of the people was not embit-
tered by any mixture of theological rancour;
nor was it confined by the chains of any specu-
lative system. 'The devout polytheist, though
fondly attached to his national rites, adniitted,
with implicit faith, the different religions of the
earth. Fear, gratitude, and curiosity, a dream
or an omen, a singular disorder, or a distant
journey, perpetually disposed him to multiply
the articles of his belief, and to enlarge the list
of his protectors. The thin texture of the pa-
ganmythology wasinterwoven with various, but,
not discordant materials. As soonas it wasal-
lowed that sages and heroes, who had lived, or

€ There is Rot any writer who describes, in so lively a manper s
Herodotm, the trme genius of polythelsa, The best commentary
mey be fonnd in Mr. Home's Natural History of Religion; and the
best eotitrast in Bossget's Universal History. Some obacure traces of
an intolerent spirit appeur in the conduet of the Egyptizns (sce Juve-
hsl, aat, xv); and the christians, s weil as Jews, who lived under
ﬂie Romen empire, formed a very imporlant exception ; &0 importaat
indeed, that the discussion will require w distinct chapter of this
work,
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who had died for the benefit of their country, cHap.
were exalted to a state of power and immortality, . o, o

it was universally confessed, that they deserved,

if not the adoration, at least the reverence, of
all mankind. The deities of a thousand groves
and athousand streams possessed, in peace, their
local and respective influence; nor could the
Roman who deprecated the wrath of the Tiber,
deride the Egyptian who presented his offering
to the beneficent genius of the Nile. The visi-
ble powers of nature, the planets, and the ele.
ments, were the same throughout the universe.
The invisible governors of the moral world were
inevitably cast in a similar mould of fiction and
allegory. Every virtue, and even vice, acquir-
ed its divine representative; every art and pro

fession its patron, whose attributes, in the mrost
distant ages and countries, were uniformly de
rived from the character of their peculiar vota-
ries. A republic of gods of such opposite tem.
pers and interest required, in every system, the
moderating hand of a supreme magistrate, who,
by the progress of knowledge and flattery; was
gradually invested with the sublime perfections
of an eternal parent, and an omnipotent mo-
rarch.? Such was the mild spirit of antiquity,
that the nations were less attentive to the differ-
ence, than to the resemblapce of their religious
worship. 'The Greek, the Roman, and the bar-
barian, as they met before their respective al-

* The rights, powers, and pretensions of the sovereign of Olympas
are very clearly described in the fifteenth book of the Ilind; in the
Greek original, I mean; for Mr. Pope, without percelving it, has im-
proved (he theology of Homer,
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CHAP. tars, easily persuaded themselves, that uuder

crvormpme. YATIOUS names, and with various ceremonies,

‘v they adored thesame deities. The elegant my-

thology of Homer gave a beautiful, and almost

a regular form, to the polytheism of the ancient
world.*

ofptitss- The philosophers of Greece deduced their

P moruls from the nature of man, rather than from

- that of God. They meditated, however, on the

divine nature, as a very curious and important

speculation ; and in the profound inquiry, they

displayed the strength and weakness of the hu-

man understanding.! Of the four most celebrat-

ed schools, the stoics and the platonists endea-

voured to reconcilethe jarringinterests of reason

and piety. They have left us the most sublime

proofs of the existence and perfections of the

first cause; but as it was impossible for them

to conceive the creation of matter, the workman

in the stoic philosophy was not sufficiently dis-

tinguished from the work ; whilst, on the con-

trary, the spiritual god of Plato and his disci-

ples, resembled an idea, rather than a substance.

The opinions of the academics and epicureans

were ofa leas religious cast; but whilst the mo-

dest science of the former induced them to

doubt, the positive ignorance of the latter urged

* See, for Instance, Cmear de Bell. Gall. i, 17, Within a centnry

er two, the CGauls themselves applied to Qeir gods the names of Mer-
eury, Mams, Apolilo, &ec.
* f The sdmirahle work of Cicero de Nators Deornm, Is the best cloe
we bave Lo goide w throngh the dark and profoand abyss, He repre-
septs witl candonr, and confotes with subtlety, the opinions of the phi-
kwopber.
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*

them to deny, the providence of a sBupreme ruler. cHAp,
* The spirit of inquiry prompted by emulation, un
and supported by freedom, had divided the O
public teachers of philosophy into a variety of
contending sects; but the ingenious youth, who,
from every part, resorted to Athens, and the
other seats of learning in the Roman empire,
were alike instructed, in every school, to reject
and despise the religion of the multitude. How,
indeed, was it possible that a philosopher
should accept, as divine truths, the idle tales of
the poets, and the incoherent traditions of an-
tiquity ; or, that he should adore, as gods, those
imperfect beings Wwhom he must have despised
as men! Against such unworthy adversaries,
Cicero condescended to employ the arms of
reason and eloquence ; but the satire of Lucian
was a Inuch more adequate, as well as more
efficacious, weapon. We may be well assured,
that a writer conversant with the world, would
never have ventured to expose the gods of his
country to publie ridicule, had they not already
been the objects of secret contempt among the
polished and enlightened orders of society.t
Notwithstanding the fashionable irreligion
which prevailed in the age of the Antonines,
both the interests of the priests, and the credu-
lity of the people, were sufficiently respected.
In their writings and conversation, the philoso-

" * I do pot pretend to sesert, that, in this lrreligious age, the catural
terrors of supentition, dreamuw, omens, apparitions, &c, lad Jost thelr
efficacy -

YOL. I. E,
O
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CHAP. phers of antiquity asserted the independent dig-
veeronam ity of reason; but they resigned their actions
Vto the commands ‘of law and of custom. View-

ing, with a smile of pity and indulgence, the
various errors of the vulgar, they diligently
practised the ceremonies of their fathers, de-

voutly frequented the temples of the gods, and
sometimes condescending to act a part on the
theatre of superatition, they concealed the sen-
timents of an atheist under the sacerdotal robes.
Reasoners of such a temper were scarcely in-

clined to wrangle about their respective modes

of faith, or of worship. It was indifferent to

them' what shape the folly of the multitude

might choose to assume ; and they approached,

with the same inward conlempt and the same
-~external reverence, the altars of the Lybian,

the Ol 'm- ian, or the Capn‘.olme Jupiter.*

Oftie ma- JL 18 Hiot &8y to conceive from what motives
gatrale. 3 gpirit of persecution could introduce itself in-
‘to the Roman councilss The magistrates could
not be actuated by a blind, though Eonest bigo-
try, since the magistrates were themselves phk
losophers ; and the school of Athens had given
- laws to the senate. They could not be impel-

led by ambition or avarice, as the temporal and
ecclesiastical powers werg united in the same
bands. The pontiffs were chosen among the
‘most illustrious of the senators; and the office

* Socraits, Epicurus, Cicero, and Plutarch, always incnleaied a de-
‘eent reverence for the religion of their own cowotry, and of wankind.
The devotion of Epicurns was smsiduous aud exemplary. Diogen.
. ) Lasert, x, 10.

Q
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of supreme pontiff was constantly exercised by CHAP.
the emperors themselves. They knew and va-,.,....... .
lued the advantages of religion, as it is connect-
ed with civil government. They encouraged
the public festivals, which humanize the man-«
ners of the people. They managed the arts of
divination, as a convenient instrument of poli.
cy; and they respected, as the firmest boud of
society, the useful persuasion, that, either in
this, or in a future life, the crime of perjury is
most assuredly punislied by the avenging gods.'
But whilst they ackiowledged the gencral ad-
vautages of religion, they were convinced, that
the various modes of worship contributed alike
to the same salutary purposes: and that, in
very country, the form of superstition, which
had received the sanctibn of time and experi-
ence, was the best adapted to the elingge, and
to its inhabitants. Avarice and taste very fre. Inthepro
. vinces,
quently despoiled the vanquished nations of the
elegant statues of their gods, and the rich orna-
ménts of their temples* but, in the exercise of
the religion which they derived from their an-
cestors, they unifSrmly experienced the indul-
gence, and even protection, of the Roman con-
querors. The province of Gaul seems, and
indeéed only seems, an exception to this univer-,
1l toleration. Under the specious pretext of
abolishing hutnan sacrifices, the emmperors Tibe-’
! Polybins, I, vi, . 53, 54. Juvenal, St siii, laments, that in his
dme this apprebiension bad lost mach of its efect.
® Bee th#ate of Syracnse, Tareutnm, Ambracia, Corinth, &c. the

ronduct of Verres, in Cicren (Actio i, Orat, 4), and the usual practics
o goveruorn, W the «ightl Satire of Juveual,
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CHAP. rius and Claudius suppressed the dapgerous
wveseerrre power of the druide:' but the priests them-

selves, their gods, and their altars, subsisted in
peaceful obscurity till the final destruction of
. paganism,”

AtRome. Rome, the capital of a great monarchy, was

’

incessantly filled with subjects and strangers
from every part of the world,” who all intro-
duced and enjoyed the favourite superstitions
of their native country.” Every city tu the em-
pire was justified in maintaining the purity of
its ancient ceremonies ; and, the Roman senate
using the common privilege, sometimes inter-
poséd to check this inundatiou of foreigu ritea.
The Egyptian superstition, of all the most con-
temptible and abject, was frequently prohibit-
ed; the temples of Serapis and Isis demolished,
and thegg worshippers banished from Rome and
Italy” But the zeal of fanaticism prevailed
over the cold and feeble efforts of policy. The
exiles returned, the proselytes multiplied, the
temples were restored with increasing splen-

! Bueton, iv Claud.—Plin. Hist. Nat. xxx, 1.

= Pelloutier Hlstoise des Celtes, tom. vi, p. 250251

® Beneca Consolat., at Helviam, p. 74, Edit. Lipa,

® Dionysius Halicarn. Antiquitet, Romaa. 1. il

¥ In the year of Rome 701, tire temple of Isls and Serapis was
demalished by the order of the aenate {Dien Cessins, 1. xi, p. 252),
snd even by the liands of the consul { Valerius Maximns, 1, 8). Afler
the death of Caarr, it wan restored, at the public expence (Dion. L
xivli, p. 501). When Augustuas was in Egypt, he revered the ma-
jeuty of Berapis (Dion. L. Ji, p. 647); but jn the Pomeeriam of Rome,,
avd & mile roond it, he prohibited the worship of the Egyptian godm
{Dion. L liii. p, 679, L liv, p. 735). They remained, howerver, very
fosblonabie under his reige, (Ovid. de Ast. Amand. L. i, and thae
of Lis atccessor, 1} the jurtice of Tiberlus was provoked to somee
acts of scverity, (See Tacit. Awnal. §i, 85, Joseph. Antiquit. 1,
zviil, <. 8}
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dour, and Isis and Serapis at length assumed ¢ HAP,

their place among the Roman deities.” Nor
was this indulgence a departure frown the old
maxims of goverument. In the purest ages of
the commonwealth, Cybele and Zsculapius had
been invited by solemn emhbassies ;- and it was
customary to tempt the protectors of besieged
cities, by the promise of more distinguished
honours than they possessed in their native
country.' Rome gradually became the com-
mon temple of her subjects ; and the freedom of
the city was bestowed on all the gods of man-
kind.!

P

11. The narrow policy of preserving, without Frredon

of Rome.

any foreign mixture, the pure blood of the an-
cient citizens, bad checked the fortune, and
hastened the ruin of Athens and Sparta. The
aspiring genius of Rome sacrificed vanity te
ambition, and deemed it more prudent, as well
as honourable, to adopt virtue and merit for her
own, wheresoever they were found,among slavet
or strangers, enemies or barbarians.” During
the most flourishing era of the Athenian com-
monwealth, the number of citizens gradually de-
creased from about thirty: to twenty-one thou -

* Tertullian in Apologetic, ¢. 8, p. T4, edit. Havercamp, Tem -
clined to attribate their establishment to the devotion of the Flavian
faoaily.

* 8ee Livy, L. xi. and xxiz.

* Macrol)., Saturnalia, L iji, & 0. Hegivesnsa form of evoeation.

t Minutius Felix in Octario, p. 64.  Arnobins, L. vi, p. 115,

% “Tneir. Annal. xi, 34, The Orbis Romanns of the jenrped Syanhcic,
is & complete history of the progressive admission of Latiom, luly, and
the provinces, to the freedom of Rome,

* Hrrodotus, v, 97. It should seem, hawever, that he followed &

Jarge and popular cslimutivn,



&4
CHAP,

[l ey Prl

THE DECLINE AND FALL

sand.” If, on the contrary, we study the growth
of the Ronmian republic, we may discover, that,
notwithstanding the incessant demands of wars
and colonies, the citizens, wha, in the firet cen-
sus of Servius Tullius, amounted to no more
than eighty-three thousand, were multiplied, be-
fore the commencement of the social war, to the
number of four hundred and sixty-three thou
sand men, able to bear arms in the service of
therr country." When the sllies of Rome claim-
ed an equal share of honours and privileges, the
senate, indeed, preferred the chance of arms to
an ignominious concession. The Samnites and
the Lucanians paid the severe pemalty of their

rashness ; but the rest of the Iahan staten, as.

they successively returned to their duty, were
adinitted into the bosom of the republic,* and
soon contributed to the ruin of puhlic freedom.
Under a democratical government, the citizens
exercise the powers of sovereignty; and those

" powers will be first abused, and afterwards lost,

if they are comnmitted to an unwieldy multitude,
But when the popular assemblies had been sup-
pressed by the administration of the emperors,
the conquerors were distinguished from the van-
guished nations, only as the first and most ho-
nourable order of subjects : and their increase,
however rapid, was no longer exposed to the

T Athenmus, Deipnosophist. L oi, p. 278, cdit. Casaubon, Menming
de Fortend, Attick, c. 4.

® Bee n very mecurite collection of the nombers of each lostmm im
M, de Beanfort, Republigue Romaine, L. iv, ¢. 4.

* Appisu. de Bell, Civll. |, | Velleins Patercolus, | i, ¢. 13, 16,

17.

*
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same dangers. Yet the wisest princes, who CHAP.

adopted the maxims of Augustus, gnarded with ..

the strictest care the dignity of the Roman
name, and diffused the freedom of the city with
a prudent liberality.’

ooooo

Till the privileges of Romans had been pro- Ilr.

gressively extended to all the inhabitants of the

empire, an important distinction was preserved

between Italy and the provinces. The former
was esteemed the centre of public unity, and the
firra basis of the constitution. Italy claimed the
birth, or at least the residence, of the emperors
and the senate® The estates of the Italians
were exempt from taxes; their persons from the
arbitrary jurisdiction of governors. Their mu-
uigipal corporations, formed after the perfect
model of the capital, were intrusted, under the
inmediate eye of the supreme power, with the
execution of the laws. From the foot of the
Alps to the extremity of Calabria, all the natives
of Italy were born citizens ~f Rome, Their
partial distinctions were ob terated, and they
insensibly coalesced inta one great nation, uni-
ted by langnage, manners, and civil institutions,
end equal to the weight of a powerful empire,

The republic gloried in her generous policy,"

end was frequently rewarded by the merit and

* Macenns had ndvised bim to declare, by one edict, wll his suhjects
citizews, Bnt we may justly anapect that the historian Dion was the
anthor of & connse} 10 much adapted to the practice of his own age,
wnd so littie to that of Auguatus.

€ The senators were obliged to have one third of their own landed
property in Ttaiv. See Plin. 1. vi, ep. 19. The gualifiction was re-
dured by Marcns to one foqrth. Since the reign of Trajan, Ituly bad
sank pearcr 1o the leve] of the provices.

o
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¢HAP. gervices of her adopted sons. Had she always
M confined the distinction of Romans to the an-
cient families within the walls of the city, that
immortal name would have been deprived of
some of its noblest ornaments. Virgil was a.
native of Mantua; Horace was inclined to
doubt whether he should call himself an Apu-
lian or & Lucanian; it was in Padua that an
historian was found worthy to record the ma-
jestic series of Roman victories. The patriot
family of the Catos emerged from Tusculum;
and the little town of Arpinum claiined the
double honour of producing Marius and Ci-
cero, the former of whom deserved, after Ro-
mulus and Camillus, to be styled the third
founder of Rome; and the latter, after savipg
~ his country from the designs of Catiline, enabled
her to contend with Athens for the palm of elo-
quence.’
Teepro-  Lhe provinces of the empire (as they have
vl been described in the preceding chapter) were
destitute of any public force, or constitutional
freedom. In Etruria, in Greece,® and in Gaul.!
it wasthe first care of the senate to dissolve these
dangerous confederacies, whichtaught mankind,
that as the Roman arms preveailed by division,
¢ The first part of the Verona Iilustrata of the Marquis Maffei gives
the clearcst and most comprebensive view of the state of Ualy noder
the Cresars,
¢ Sec Pausanias, I, vii. The Romans condescended to restore the
names of tlese amsemblics, when they could ne longer be dapger.
mt:‘They are frequently mentioned by Ceear. The AbLE Dulioa at-
tempts, with very [little anccens, to prove that the asaemblics of Ganl

" were rontinued under the emperors.  Histoire de "Establishmept de In
Mogrerchie Frangoise, 1. i, c. 4,
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they might be resisted by union. Those princes, CHAP.
whom the ostentation of gratitude or generoslty evorroses

permitted for a while to hold a precarious scep-
tre, were dismissed from their thrones, as soon as
they had performed their appointed task of fa-
shioning to the yoke the vanquished nations.
The free states and cities which had embraced
the cause of Rome, were rewarded with a nomi-
nal allianee, and insensibly sunk into real servi-
tude. The public anthority was everywherc
exercised by the ministers of the senate and of
the emperors, and that authority was absolute,
and without controul. Bnt the same salutary
maxims of governmment, which had secured the
peace and obedience of Italy, were extended to

ostdistantconquests. Anation of Romans

gradually formed in the provinces, by the
doable expedient of introducing colonies, and of
admitting the most faithful and deserving of the
provincials to the freedom of Rome.

* Wheresoever the Roman conquers, he in- ¢ nies

“ habits,” 18 a very just observation of Seneca '::‘fiﬂ,’{’

confirmed by history and experience. The na- towzs.

tives of Italy, allured by pleasure or by interest,
hastened to enjoy the advantages of victory; and
we may remark, that about forty years after the
reduction of Asia, eighty thonsand Romans were
massacred in one day, by the cruel orders of
Mithridates.* 'These voluntary exiles were en-

% Senece Ju Consolat, ad Helviam, ¢. 8.

* Memoon apnd Photiom, c. 38.  Valer. Muxim. ix, 2. Piutarch and
Dilon Cassins swell the massacre (o 150,000 citisens, But I abosld e
icem the smailer namber 10 be more than sufficient.
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. commerce, agriculture, and the farm of the re-
venue. Butafter the legions were rendered per-
manent by the emperors, the provinces were
peopled by a race of soldiers; and the veterans,
whether t.he)r received thereward of their service
in land or in money, usually settled, with their
families, in the country where they had honour-
ably spent their youth. Throughout theempire,
but more particularly in the western parts, the
most fertile districts, and the mpst convenient
situations, were reserved for the establishment of

~ colonies ; some of which were of a civil, and

-others of a military nature, In their manners

and internal policy, the colonies formed a per-
fectrepresentation of theirgreat parent; and they
were soon endeared to the natives by the ties of
friendship and alliance; they eflectually diffused
a reverence for the Roman name, and a desire,
which was seldom disappointed, of sharing, in
due time, its honours and advantages.' The
municipal citiesinsensibly equalled therank and
splendour of the colonies ; and, in the reign of
Hadrian, it was disputed which was the prefera-
bie condition, of those societies which had issu-
ed from, or those which had heen received into,
the bosom of Rome* The right of Latium,

! Twenty-five colonles were settled in Spain (see Plin. Hist. Nator.
lii, 3, 4, iv, 35); and pine in Britain, of which London, Colclestcr,
Lincoln, Clhiester, Glourester, and Bath, still remain corideralle eities
(sce Richard of Circocester, p. 36, and Whitaker's History of Mancles-
ter, 1L i, €. 3)

* Anl. Gell. Noctes Attiew, xvi, 13. The emprcor Hadriar en-
pressed his surprise, that the cities of Utics, Oades, and Itatien,

which
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a3 it was called, conferred on the cities to which cHAP,
it had been granted, a thore partial favour. The , ’

magistrates only, at the expiration of their office,
assnmed the quality of Roman ritizens; but as
those offices were annual, in a few years they
circulated round the principal farilies! Those
of the provincials who were permitted to bear
arms in the legions;™ those who exercised any
civil employment; all, in 2 word, who perform-

ed any public service, or displayed any persoual -

talents, were rewarded with & present, whose
value was continually diminished by theincreas-
ing liberality of the emperors. Yet, even in the
age of the Artonines, when the freedom of the
city had been bestowed on the greater number
of their subjects, it was still accompanied with
very solid advantages. The bulk of the people
acquired, with that title, the benefit of the Ro-
man laws, particularly in the iuteresting articles
of marriage, testaments, and inheritances; and
the road of fortune was open to those whose pre-
tensions were seconded by favour or merit. The
grandsons of the Gauls, who had besieged Julius

Casar in Alesia, commanded legions, governed ’

provinces, and were admitted into the senate of
Rome* Their ambition, instead of disturbing
the tranquillity of the state, was intimately con-
nected with its safety and greatness.

which already enjoyed the righta of Mumiripia, shonld solicit the title of
owmls, Tieir czample, howerer, became fashlonable, and the empire
was filled with hoporary colonies. Bee Spanleim, de Usu Numisma-
tum, Dissertst. xiii.

! Spanheim, Orbis Roman, c. 8, p. 63,

® Aristid, in Roma Eucomio, tomn. i, p. 118, edit. Jebb,

* Tacit Aneal. ai, 23, 24, Hist iv, 74,

54
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CHAP. So sensible were the Romans of the influence
o language over national manners, that it was

P

Dirision ef their most serious care to extend, with the pro-
wd e gress of their arms, the use of the Latin tongue.’
Jreek ™ The ancient dialects of Italy, the Sabine, the
Etruscan, and the Venetian, sunk into oblivion;
but in the provinces, the East was less docile
than the West, to the voice of its victorious pre-
ceptors. This obvious difference marked the
two portions of the empire with a distinction of
colours, which, though it was in some degree
concealed during the meridian splendour of pro-
sperity, became gradually more visible, as the
shades of night descended upon the Roman
world. The western countries were civilized
by the same hands which subdued them. As
soon as the barbarians were reconciled to obe
dience, their minds were opened to any new im-
pressions of knowledge and politeness. The
language of Virgil and Cicero, though with
some inevitable mixture of corruption, was so
universally adopted in Africa, Spain, Gaul, Bri-
tain, and Pannonia,’ that the faint traces of the
Pumc or Celtic idioms were preserved only in
the mountains, or among the peasants.® Edu-
cation and study inseusibly inspired the natives

* See Plin. Hist. Natar, iii, § Augostin. de Civitate Del, xix. 7,
Lipsins d¢ prounocintione Lingue Latioe, c. 8.
® Apuleius and Angustin will answer for Africs; Strabo for Bpain
and Gaal; Tacites, in the life of Agricals, for Britain; and Velleios
Paterculus for Pannonin, To them we may add the langusge of e
Imeriptions,
% The Celtic was preserved in the mountaing of Wales, Corn-
wall, sud Armorica. We may observe, that Apoleius reproaches an
: African

*
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of those countries with the sentiments of Ro- CHAP.

maus ; and Italy gave fashions, as well as laws, ..........
to her Latin provincials. They solicited with
more ardour, and obtained with more facility,
the freedom and honours of the state ; support-
ed the national dignity in letters® and in arms;
and, at length, in the person of Trajan, pro-
duced an emperor whom the Scipios would not
bave disowned for their countryman. The si-
tuation of the Greeks was very different from
that of the barbarians. The former had been
long since civilized and corrupted. They had
too much taste to relinquish their language, and
too much vanity to adopt any foreign institu-
tions. Still preserving the prejudices, after
they had lost the virtues, of their ancestors,
they affected to despise the unpolished manners
of the Roman congquerors, whilst they were com-
pelled to respect their superior wisdom and
power.! Nor was the influence of the Grecian
language and sentiments confined to the narrow
limits of that once celebrated country. Their
empire, by the progress of colonjes and con-
quest, had been diffused from the Hadnatic to
the Euphrates and the Nile, Asia was covered

Afvican youtl, who lived among the popnlace, with the nsc of the Pu-
wic; whilst he had almost forgot Oreck, and ncither could nor wyuld
*peak Latin (Apolog. p. 6963 The grealer past of SL. Awstiv’s congre
gulions were atrangers to the Pupic.,

¥ $pain alone produced Columells, the Sentceas, Lucan, Martial, and
Qulstilian.

* There is not, I believe, from Dionveins to Libanios, & single Greek
tritic wha mentions Virgi! or Hosace. Tliey seem ignormnt thak the
Moreans had zny good wrilces.
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with Greek cities, and the long reign of the Ma-
cedonian kinge had introduced = silent revolu-
tion into Syria and Egypt. In their potnpous
courts those princes united the elegance of.
Athens with the luxury of the East, and the
example of the court was imitated, at an humble
distance, by the higher ranks of their subjects
Such was the general division of the Roman em.
pire into the Latin and Greek languages. To
these we may add athird distinction for the body
of the natives in Syria, and especially in Egypt:
The nse of their ancient dialects, by secluding
them from the commerce of mankind, checked
the improvements of those barbarians.: The
slothful effeminacy of the former exposed themt
to the contempt; the sullen ferociousness of the
latter excited the aversion of the conquerors.*
Those nations had - submitted to the Roman
power, but they seldom desired or deserved the
freedon of the-city; and it was remarked, that
more than two hundred and thirty years elapsed,
after the ruin of the Ptolemys, before an Egyp-
tinn was admitted into the senote of Rome.”

It is a just, though trite observation, that vie-
torious Romue was herself subdued by the arts of
Greece. Those immortal writers who still con-
mand the admiration of modern Europe, scon
became the favourite object of study and unita-

* The ceripns reader may see in Dapin (Bibliothegue Ecclesiastigne,
tom, xix. p. 1. ¢, 8), how much the wse of the Syriac und Fgyplian
langnages wan atill preserved,

* Gee Juvepal, Bat i3 and x¥, Ammian, Marcelin. xxii, 16,

* Dioa Cassing, L Ixxvil, p. 1I75, The iint lnslance bappeoed su-
der the reign of Beptimins Severus,
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tion in Italy and the western provinces. But the CHAP..
elegant amusements of the Romans were not suf-. ...
fered to interfere with their sound maxims of po-
licy. Whilst they acknowledged the charms of
the Greek, they asserted the dignity of the Latip
tongue, and the exclusive use of the latter was.
mflexibly maintained in the administration of
civil as well as military government.” The two
languages exercised, at the same time, their se-
parate jurisdiction throughout the empire: the
former, asthe natural idiom of science; the latter,
a8 the legal dialect of public transactions. Those
who united letters with business, were equally
conversant with both; and it was almost impos-
sible, in. any province, to find a Roman, subject,
of a liberal education, who was at once a stran-
ger to the Greek and to the Latin language.

It was by such institutions that the nations. of g,,,,
the empire insensibly melted away into the Ro-
man name and people. But there still remained,
in the centre of every province, and of every fa-
mily, an unhappy condition of men, who endured
the weight, without sharing the benefits, of so-
ciety. In the free states of antiquity, the do-
meestic slaves were exposed to the wanton rigour
of despotism. The perfect settlement of the i,
Roman empire was preceded by ages of violence trentwent.
and rapine. The slaves cousisted, for the most '
par}, of barbarian captives, taken in thousands

T See Valerins Maximos, L il, €. 3, 0. . The emperor Clandins die-
franchised an eminent Grectan for oot fndentandiug Latin. He was
probably in some public office. Buctoniws ia Cland, ¢ I
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by the chance of war, purchased ata vile pnce,

accustomed to a life of independence, and im-
patient to break’ and to revenge their fetters.
Against such internal enemies, whose desperate
insurrections had more than once reduced the
republic to the brink of destruction,® the most
severe regulations,” and the most cruel treat-
ment, seemed almost justified by the great law
of self-preservation. But when the principal
nations of Europe, Asia, and Africa, were united
under the laws of one sovereign, the source of
foreign supplies flowed with much less abun-
dance, and the Romans were reduced to the
milder, but more tedious, method of propaga-
tion. In their numerous families, and particu-
lerly in their country estates, they encouraged

the marriage of their slaves. 'The sentiments of
nature, the habits of education, and the posses-
sion of a dependent species of property, contri-
buted to alleviate the hardships of servitude.t
The existence of a slave became an ohject of
greater valne; and though his happiness still
depended on the temper and circumstances of
the master, the humanity of the latter, instead
of being restrained by fear, was encouraged by

* In the eamp of Lucnllus, en ox seld for a druchma, snd & slave
for four druchmm, or about three shilfigs. Piutarch in Locull. p.
484,

* Diodorus Siculos in Eclog. Hist. L xxxiv and xxxvi. Florna, i,
1%, 30,

* Bec n remarkable instance of severity in Cicers in Verrem, v. 8.

* Sec iu Grater, and the otker colleetors, a great number of fverip-
tions addressed hy siaves to their wives, children, fellow-servants, mas-
ters, &rc.  They wre ali, most probably, of the imperisbage.

T ekl
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the sense of his own interest. The _prOg'ress of CHAP.
manners was accelerated by the virtue or policy ...,

of the emperors; and by the edicts of Hadrian
and the Antonines, the protection of the laws
was extended to the most abject part of man-
kind. The jurisdiction of life and death over
the slaves, a power long exercised and often
abused, was taken outof private hands, and re-
served to the magistrates alone. The subterra-
neous prisons were abolished ; and, upon a just
complaint of intolerable treatment, the injured
slave obtained either his deliverance, or a less
cruel master.!

Hope, the best comfort of our imperfect con~ p s
dition, was not denied to the Roman slave ; and cbisemeat

¥ he had any opportunity of rendering himsels
either useful or agreeable, he might very natu-
rally expect that the diligence and fidelity of a
few years would be rewarded with the inesti-
mable gift of freedom. The benevolence of the
master was so frequently prompted by the
meaner suggestions of vanity and avarice, that
the laws found it more necessary to -restrain
than to encourage a profuse and undistingnish--
ing liberality, which might degenerate into a
very dangerous abuse.’ It was a maxim of
ancient jurisprudence, that a slave had not any
country of hlB own; he acquired with his li-

bWan ission into the political socnety of

4 Bee ngmun History, and a Dissertation of M. de Bunguy
in the of the Academny of Inscriptions, npon the Roman
“ B

¥YOL. 1. | 3
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

which his patron was a member. The conse-
quences of this maxim would have prostituted
the privileges of the Roman city to a mean and
promiscuous multitude. Some seagonable ex-
ceptions were therefore provided ; and the ho-
nourable distinction was confined to such slaves
only, as, for just causes, and with the approba-
tion of the magistrate, should receive a solemn
and legal manumission. Even these chosen
freedmen obtained no more than the private
rights of citizens, and were rigorously excluded
from civil or military honours. Whatever might
be the merit or fortune of their sons, they like-
wise were esteemed unworthy of a seat in the
senate ; nor were the traces of a servile origin
allowed to be completely obliterated &ll th
third or fourth generation.! Without destxoy-
ing the distinction of ranks, a distant prospect
of freedom and honours was presented, even to
those whom pride and prejudice almost dis-
dained te number among the bumau species.

It was once proposed to discriminate the
slaves by a peculiar habit; but it Was justly
apprehended that there might be some danger
in acquainting them with their own numbers.®
Without interpreting, in their utmost strictness,
the liberal appellations of legions and mnyriads,"

* 8panlieim. Orbis Roman. L. i, ¢. 16, p, 124, &, I

* Seneen de Clementid, L |, ¢, 34, The origioal is mach stroyger,
: Qi::;tn::l pericnlum imminerct si servi mostri nomerare nos co-

*pSeg ;liny (Hist. Nator, L xxziii) aed Atbenrew (Deipooscphist, L
vi, p. 272). The latter boidly naserts, that he koew very mamny

(wapwodn) Romans who possessed, Dot for use, but ostentatlon, ten and
even twenty thousand slaves.
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we may venture to pronounce, tbat the propor- cHap.
tion of slaves, who were valued as property, ,mif‘”“
was more considerable tban that of servants,
who can be computed only as an expence.! The
youths of a promising genius were instructed in

the arts and sciences, and their price was as-
certained by the degree of their skill and ta-
lents.* Almost every profession, either liberal’

or mechanical, might be found in the household

of an opulent senator. The ministers of pomp
and sensuality were multiplied beyond the con-
ception of modern luxury.” It was more for

the interest of the merchant or manufacturer to
purchase, than to hire his workmen; and in

the country, slaves were employed as tbe cheap-

est and most laborious instruments of agricul-
zure. To confirm the general observation, and

to display tbe multitude of slaves, we might
allege a variety of particular instances. It was
discovered, on a very melancholy occasion, that
four hondred slaves were maintained in a sin-

gle palace of Rome.” The same number of four
hundred belonged to an estate which an Afri-
can widow, of a very private condition, resigned

Jo Paria there are not more than 43,700 domestics of every sort,
and nat s twelfth part of the inkabitaots. Mrlnnge Recherchedmnria
Fopulatige, p. 188.

* A lrarned slave sold for many hnndred pocuds sterling : Afticus
l!nu bred and taught them bimaeif, Comel. Nepoa in Vit
I

1 ll'ny of the Roman phyvicians were staves. Bee Dr. Middleton™
I¥iasertation and Defence.

& “Their ranks and offices ere very copionaly ecomersted by Pigoo-
riow de Bervia,

* Tacit. Anmal, xiv, 43. They were all execnted for not preveating
Chelr master's marder.

F2
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UHAP, to her son, whilst she reserved for bherseifa
much larger share of her property.® A freed-
man, under the reign of Augustus, though his
fortune had suffered great losses in the civil
wars, left behind him three thousand six bun-
dred yoke of oxen, two hundred and fifty thon-
sand head of smaller cattle, and, what was al-
most included in the description of cattle, four
thousand one hundred and sixteen slaves.”
Populow- 'The number of subjects who acknowledged
omotte the laws of Rome, of citizens, of provincials, and
wmpire. of glaves, cannot now be fixed with such a de-
gree of accuracy as the importanoce of the ob-
ject would deserve. - We are informed, that
when the emperor Claudius exercised the office
of censor, he took an account of six millions
nine hundred and forty-five thousand Romax
citizens, who, with the proportion of women
and children, must have amounted o about
twenty millions of souls. The multitude of
subjects of an inferior rank, was uncertain and
Huctuating. But, after weighing with attention -
every circumstance which could influence the
balance, it seems probable, that there existed,
in the time of Claudius, about twice as many
provincials as there were citizens, of either sex,
and of every age; and that the slaves’ were at
least equal in number to the free inhabitants ot
the Roman world. The total amount of this
imperfect calculation would rise to about one
bundred and twenty millions of persons: a de-

YL R

. * Apuleins in Apoiag. p. 548, Edit. Delphin
A * Plig, Hist. Natur. 1. xxxiii, 47.
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gree of population which possibly exceeds that CHAP.
of modern Europe,® and forms the most nume-..........
rous society that has ever been united under

the same system of government,

Domestic peace and union were the natural Ob;dl"!m
consequences of the moderate and comprehen-"" "
sive policy embraced by the Romans. If we
turn our eyes towards the monarchies of Asia,
we shall behold despotism in the centre, and
weakness in the extremities ; the collection of
the revenue, or the administration of justice,

- enforced hy the presence of an army: hostile
barbarians estahlished in the heart of the coun-
try, hereditary satraps usurping the dominion
of the provinces, and subjects inclined to rebel-
lion, though incapable of freedom. But the

bedience of the Roman world was uniform,
voluntary, and permanent. The vanquished
nations, blended into one great people, resigned
the hope, nay even the wish, of resuming their
independence, and scarcely considered their
own existence as distinct from the existence of
Rome. The established authority of the em-
perors pervaded, without an effort, the wide ex-
tent of their dominions, and was exercised with
the same facility on the banks of the Thames,
or of the Nile, as on those of the Tyber. The

% Compnte twenty millions ln France, twenty-tyo ln Germany, foor
in Humgary, ten in Italy, with iu islands, eight in Great Britain and
Ireland, cight in Spain and Portogal, tem or twelve iz the Eoropean
Russiu, six in Poland, aix in Greece and Turkey, foor in Sweden, three
Im Denmark snd Norway, fonr in the Low Conotries. The whole

wouold amocant to one bundred and five, or on¢ hundred and seven mils
lions. Bes Volwire, de Histoire Geaerale.
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CHAP. legions were Jestined to serve against the publie

" enemy, and the civil magistrate seldom required

the aid of a military force,” In this state of ge-

neral security, the leisure as well as opulence,

both of the prince and people, were devoted to

improve and to adorn the Roman empire.

Roman Among the innumerable monuments of archi-

waats,  tecture constructed by the Romans, how many
have escaped the notice of history, how few have
resisted the ravages of time and barbarism!
And yet even the majestic ruins that are still
scattered over Italy and the provinces, would
be sufficient to prove, that those countries were
once the seat of a polite and powerful empire.
Their greatness alone, or iheir beauty, might
deserve our attention; but they are rendered
more interesting, by two important circum-
stances, which connect the agreeable history of
the arts with the more useful history of human
manners, Many of those works were erected
at private expence, and almost all were intend-
ed for public benefit.

My of  Itismnatural to suppose, thatthegreatest num-

hrmereck

sdatpit. ber, a8 well as the most considerable of the Ro-
wnes.. Man edifices, were raised by the emperors, who
possesged so unbounded a command both of men
and money. Augustus was accustomed to boast
that he had found his capital of brick, and that

he had left it of marble’ The strict economy

B o bt b

¥ Joneph. de Bell. Judaico, L. I, £, 10, The oration of Agrippa, or

ratber of the historisn, isa fine picture of the Romau ewmpire.
* Sueton. in Angusl. c. 38. Antgustis built ic Rome the temple nnd
forum of Mars the Avenger; the temple of Jupiter Tonans io the Ca-
pitol;
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of Vespasian was the source of his magnificence. CHAP,
The works of Trajan bear the stamp of his ge- ... ...,

nius. The public monuments with which Had-
rian adorned every province of the empire, were
executed not only by his orders, but under his
immediate inspection. He was himself an artist,
and he loved the arts, as they conduced to the
glory of the monarch. They were encouraged by
the Antonines, as they contributed to the happi-
ness of the people. But if the emperors were
the first, they werenot the only architects of their
dominions. Their example was universally imi-
tated by their principal subjects, who were not
afraid of declaring to the world, that they had
spirit to conceive, and wealth to accomplish, the
uoblest undertakings. Scarcely had the proud
structure of the Coliseum been dedicated at
Rome, before the edifices, of a smaller scale in-
deed, but of the same design and materials, were
erected for the yee, and at the expence, of the
cities of Capua and Verona.' The inscriptien
of the stupendous bridge of Alcantara, attests
that it was thrown over the Tagus by the contri-
bution of a few Lusitanian communities. When
Pliny was entrusted with the government of
Bithynia and Pontus, provinces by no meansthe
richest or most considerable of the empire, he
found the cities within his jurisdiction striving
Pildf that of Apolio Palatine, with public libraries; the pertico and
basilics of Caioa and Lucias; the porticos of Livis and Octavia; aud
the theatre of Marcellus. The example of the zovereign was imitated
by hils ministers and genernls; and bis friend Agrippa lef behiad Lim

the immortal monnroent of the Pantheon,
! Sce Muffei, Veroua illmlrata, L iv, p. 68.

LY
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with each other in every useful and ornamental

.,,,I,I.'..,. work, that might deserve the curiosity of stran-

gers, or the gratitudeof their citizens. It was the
duty of theproconsul tosupply their deficiencies,
to direct their taste, and sometimes to moderate
their emulation.” The cpulent senators of Rome
and the provinces esteemed it an honour, and al-
mostan obligation, toadorn thesplendour of their
age and country; and the influence of fashion
very frequently supplied the want of taste or ge-
nerosity. Among a crowd of these private be-
nefactors, we may select Herodes Atticus, an
Athenian citizen, who lived in the age of the
Antonines. Whatever might be tbe motive ot
his conduct, his magnificence would have been

" worthy of the greatest kings.

Essmple
of Herode
Atlicaa,

The family of Herod, atleast after it had been
* favoured by fortune, waslineallydescended from
Cimon and Miltiades, Theseus and Cecrops.
AKacusand Jupiter, Buttbe rity of 5o many
gods and heroes was fallen int&the most aljject
state. His grandfatherhad suffered by the hands
of justice, and Julius Atticus, his father, must
have ended his life in poverty and contempt, had
he not discovered an immense treasure buried
under an old bouse, the last remaine of his pa.
trimony. According to the rigour of law, the
emperor might have asserted his claim, and the

® Sce the tenth book of Plinys Bpistles. He mentions the follow-
ing warks, carried on ut the expence of the citler, At Nicomedln, a
gew forum, an aquedsct, and a canal, left uofiolshed by a king: at
Nice, 1 gymnusivm, and u theatre, which bad alrexdy co 3t near pioety
thousand pounds; bathe st Prmsa and Chediopolis; and an aquedus
of sixteen miles in length for the wse of Blnope,
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prudent A tticus prevented, by a frank confession, CHAP,
the officiousness of informers. But the equita- .........
ble Nerva, who then filled the throne, refused to
accept any part of it, and commanded him to
use, without scruple, the present of fortune.
The cautious Athenian still insisted, that the
" treasure was oo considerable for a subject, and
that he knew not how to usest. Abuseit, then,
replied the monarch, with a good-natured pee-
vishness; for it is your own.® Mauy will be of
opinion, that Atticus literally obeyed the em-
peror's last instructions, since he expended the
greatest part of his fortuue, which was much in-
creased by an advantageous marriage, in the ser-
vice of the public. He had obtained for his son
Herod, the prefecture of the free cities of Asia;
and the young magistrate, observing that the
town of Troas was indifferently supplied with
water, obtained from the munificence of-Hadrian,
three hundred myriads of drachms (about a hup-
dred thousand pounds) for the construction of a
aew aqueduct. But in the execution of the work,
the chhrge amounted to more than double the
e8timate; and the officers of the revenue began
0 murmur, till the generous Atticus silenced
tieir complaints, by requesting that he might
" be permitted to take upon himself the whale
+dditional expence.’

* Hadvizn sfterwards made u very equitsble regulation, which divid-
od ofl érensore-trove between the right of property and that’of disess
rery. Hist Aogmat p. 9. )

7 mtﬂt. in Vit. I-Ophl.lt. L Ij’ -8 548,
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.The ablest preceptors of Greece and Asia had
been invited by liberal rewards to direct the
education of young Herod. Their pupil soon
became a celebrated orator, according to the
useless rhetoric of that age, wbich, confining
itself to the schools, disdained to visit either the
forum or the senate. He was honoured with
the consulship at Rome; but the greatest part
of hislife was spent in a philosophic retirement
at Athens, and his adjacent villas, perpetually
surrounded by sophists, who acknowledged,
without reluctance, the superiority of a rich
and generous rival.’ The monuments of his
genius have perished ; some considerable ruins
still preserve the fame of his taste and munifi-
cence : modern travellers have measured the re-
mains of the stadium which he constructed at
Athens. It was six hundred feet in length,
built entirely of white marble, capahle of ad-
mitting the whole body of the people, and
finished in four years, whilst Herod was presi-
dent of the Athenian games. To the memory
of his wife Hegilla, he dedicated a theatre,
scarcely to be paralleled in the empire: no
wood except cedar, very curiously carved, was

- employed in any part of the building. The

odeum, designed by Pericles for musical per-
formances, and the rehearsal of new tragedies,
bad been a trophy of the victory of the arts over
barbaric greatness, as the timbers employed in
the construction consisted chiefly of the masts
of the Persian vessels. Notwithstanding the

* Aclas Gellins, io Noct, Attic. i, 9, ix, 3, xviii, 10, xix, 3. Philes-
trat. p. 364,
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repairs bestowed on that ancient edifice by a CHAP,
king of Cappadocia, it was again fallen to de-.........,
cay. Herod restored its ancient beauty and
magnificence. Nor was the liberality of that il-
lustrious citizen confined to the walls of Atbens.

The most splendid ormaments bestowed on the
temple of Neptune in the isthmus, a theatre at
Corinth, a stadium at Delphi, a bath at Ther-
mopyle, and an aqueduct at Canusium inItaly,

were insufficient to exhaust his treasures. The
people of Epirus, Thessaly, Eubea, Beotia, and
Peloponnesus, experienced his favours; and

many inscriptions of the cities of Greece and

Asia gratefully style Herodes Atticus their pa-

tron and benefactor.*

' In the commonwealths of Athens and Rome, Most of
the modest simplicity of private houses announ- me, .
ced the equal condition of freedom: whilst the for b
sovereignty of the people was represented in the he e ;
majestic edifices designed to the public use ;* theatrer,
nor was this republican spirit totally extinguish- {i“!»
€d by the introduction of wealth and monarchy.

It was in works of national honour and benefit,
that the most virtuous of the emperors affected
to display their magnificence. The golden pa-
lace of Nero excited a just indignation, but the
vast extent of ground which had been usurped
by his selfish luxury, was more nobly filled un-
der the succeeding reigns by the Coliseum, the

* Bee Philostrat, L. i, p. 548, 560. Paneanias, ). § and vH, ID. The
Kfe of Herodes, in the thirtieth volume of the Memalrs of the Academy
of Tuseriptions.

* It 1s particutarly remarked of Athens by Dicarchus, de Matu
Greche, p. B, ivtcr Geographos Minorcs, edit, Hudsen
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CHAP. baths of Titus, the Claudian portico, and the
seovoceser temples dedicated to the goddess of peace, and
to the genius of Rome.* These mounuments of
architecture, the property of the Roman people,
were adorned with the most beautiful produc-
tions of Grecian painting and scuipture; and in
the temple of.peace, a very curious library was
open to the curiosity of the learned. At a small
distance from thence Wwas situated the forum of
Trajan. It was surrounded with a lofty porti-
co, in the form of a quadrangle, into which four
triumphal arches opened a nobleand spacions
entrance: in the centre arose a column of mar-
ble, whose height, of one hundred and ten feet,
denoted the elevation of the hill that had been

. cut away. This column, which still subsists
in its ancient beauty, exhibited an exact repre-
sentation of the Dacian victories of its founder.
The veteran soldier contemplated the story of
his own campaigns, and by an easyillusion of
national vanity, the peaceful citizen associated
himself to the honours of the triumph. All the
other quarters of the capital, and all the pro-
vinces of the empire, were embellished by the
same liberal spirit of public maguificence, and
were filled with amphitheatres, theatres, tem-
ples, porticos, triumphal arches, baths, and

* Doostes de Roma Vetere, 1. i, ¢, 4, 5, 8, Nardivi Roma
Antics, 1. i, 11, 13, 13, and & M85, description of ancient Rome,
by Bernardus Oriccllariue, or Ruceliai, of wiich 1 obtained copy
from the library of the Cacor Ricardi at Florenee, Two celebrated
pictares of Timanthes and of Protogenes are mentioned by Pliny, ns
:Ill‘il the temple of peace; nod the Laocoon was found in the bathe of

as,
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aqueducts, all variously conducive to the health,

the devotion, and the pleasures of the meanest
citizen. The last-mentioned of those edifices
deserve our peculiar attention. The boldness
of the enterprise, the solidity of the execution,
and the uses to which they were subservient,
rank the aqueducts among the noblest monu-
ments of Roman genius and power. Theaque-
ducts of the capital claim a just pre-eminence
baut the curious traveller, who, without the light
of history, should examine those of Spoleto, of
Metz, or of Segovia, would very naturally con-
clude, that those provincial towns had formerly
been the residence of some potent monarch.

The solitudes of Asia and Africa were once
covered with flourishing cities, whose populous-
ness, and even whose existence, was derived
from such artificial supplies of a perennial

stream of fresh water.?

77
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We have computed the inhabitants, and con- Nomber

und great.

templated the public works of the Roman em- pess of the

pire. The observation of the number and great-
mess of its cities will serve to confirm the former,
and to multiply the latter. It may not be un-
pleasing to collect a few scattered instances rela-
tive to that subject, without forgetting, however,
that, from the vanity of nations, and the poverty
of language, the vague appellation of city has
been indifferently bestowed on Rome and upon

cities of
the empire

Laurentum. 1, AncientItaly is said to bave con-Ts Ialy.

« Moctfawcon IAntiqoité Expliquée, tom. Iv, p. 2, L, c. %,
Fabrerli bas composed s very learned treatise on the aqueducts of
Romas.
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tained eleven hundred and mnety.seven cities ;
and for whatsoever era of a.ut.lqlut:];r the expres.
sion might be intended,’ there is not any reason
to believe the country less populous in the age
of the Antonines, than in that of Romulus. The
petty states of Latium were contained within the
metropolis of the empire, by whose superior in-
fluence they hadbeen attracted. Those parts of
Italy which have so long languished under the
lazy tyranuy of priests and viceroys, had been
afflicted only by the more tolerable calamities of
war; and the first symptoms of decay which they
experienced were amply compensated by the
rapid improvements of the CisalpineGanl. The
splendour of Yerona may be traced in its re-
mains ; yet Yerona was less celebrated than
Aquileia or Padua, Milan, or Ravenna. 11, The
spirit of improvement had passed the Alps, and
been felt even in the woods of Britain, which.
were gradually cleared away, to open a free
space for couvenient and elegant habitations.
York was the seat of government ; London was
already enriched by commerce; and Bath was
celebrated for the salutary effects of its medici-
nal waterg, Gaul could boast of her twelve
hundred cities; and though, in the northem
parts, many of them, without excepting Paris
itself, were little more than the rude and imper-
fect townships of a rising people, the southern
provinces imitated the wealth and elegance of

" % Bign, Hist. Var. 1. ix, ¢. 18, He llred jo the time of Alesander
Severns.  Bee Fabriclos, Biblioth. Grecs, 1. iy, c, 31.

f Joseph. de Bell. Jud. §, 16. The ncmher, howerer, i menl.nnd
acd abooid be received with & degree of Iatitude.
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Italy.* Many were the cities of Ganl, Marseil-
les, Arles, Nismes, Narbonne, Thoulouse, Bour-
deaux, Autun, Vienna, Lyons, Langres, and
Treves, whose ancient condition might sustain
an equal, and perhaps advantageous compari-
- son with their present state. With regard to

78
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Spain, that country flourished as a province, -

and has declined as a kingdom. Exhausted by
the abuse of her strength, by America, and by
superstition, her pride might possibly be con-
founded, if we required such a list of three
hundred and sixty cities, as Pliny has exhibited
under tbe reign of Vespasian.* 111, Three hun-
dred African cities had once acknowledged the
authority of Carthage,' nor is it likely that their
numbers diminished under the administration
of the emuperors: Carthage itself rose with new
splendour from its ashes; and that capital, as
well as Capua and Corinth, soon recovered all
the advantages which can be separated from in-
dependent sovereignty. 1v, The provinces of
the East present the contrast of Roman mag-
nificence with Turkish barbarism. The ruins
of antiquity, scattered over uncultivated fields,
and ascribed, by igporance, to the power of
magic, scarcely afford a shelter to the oppres-
sed peasant or wandering Arab. Under the
reign of the.Cesars, the proper Asia alone con-

* Ptin. Hist. Natur. iii, 5.

* Plin. Hist. Nator, Ui, 8, 4; iv. 43,  The list scems authentic aud
azcanate : the division of the provinces, and the different condition of
be rities, sre minntely distingoished.

' Strabon. Qeograph. 1. xvii, p. 1180,

Africa.

Aaia,
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tained five hundred populous cities,* enriched
__ with all the gifts of nature, and adorned with all
” the refinements of art. Eleven cities of Asia had
once disputed the honour of dedicating a temple
to Tiberius, and .their respective merits were.
examined by the senate! Four of them were
immediately rejected, as unequal to the burden ;
and among these was Laodiceo, whose splen-
dour is still displayed in its ruins.® Laodices
collected a very considerable revenue from its

- flocks of sheep, celebrated for the fineuess of

their wool, and had received, a little before the
contest, a legacy of above four hundred thou-
sand pounds, by the testament of a generous
citizen.® If such was the poverty of Laodices,.
what must have been the wealth of those cities,

whose claim appeared preferable, and particu-
larly of Pergainus, of Smyrna, and of Ephesus,
who so Iong disputed with each other the titu-

¥ Joseph- de Bell. Jud. li, 10. Philostrat. in VIt Bophlst, L U, p.
48, edlr. Olear.

! Tucit. Anoal. iv. 83. I bave takem some pains in comalting and
comparing wodern travellers, with regard to the fate of those eleven
citien of Asin. Seven or elght are totally deatroyed—Hypape, Trallen
Laodices, IlUum, Halicarnwssas, Mletos, Ephesns, and we wasy
add Sardes. Of the remaining three, Pergamos 1s u straggling village
of two or three thousand iphabitauts; Muguesis, ouder the name of
Gusel-bisar, & town of 1ome consequence ; nnd Smyroa, & great city,
peopled by an hundred thousaod sanls. But even at Smyra, while
the Pranks have maintaived commerce; the Torks bave rulced the
ars.

e n very exact aud pleasing description of the ruina of Laodices,
ia Chandier’s Travels throngh Asis Miuer, p. 288, &c.

Strabo, |, xii, p. 86 He had studied at Tralles.
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tar primacy of Asia?® The capitals of Syria CHaP.

and Egypt held a still superior rank in the em-
pire: Antioch and Alexandria looked down
with disdain on a crowd of dependent cities,?

and yielded, with reluctance, to the majesty of

Ronie itself.

All these cities were connected with each poman
other, and with the capital, by the public high- s+

ways, which, issuing from the forum of Rome,
traversed Italy, pervaded the provinces, and
were terminated only by the frontiers of the
empire. If we carefully trace the distance from
the wall of Antoninus to Rome, and from thence
to Jerusalem, it will be found that the great
chain of communication from the north-west to
the south-east point of the empire, was drawn
out te the length of four thousand and eighty
Roman miles.® The public roads were accu-
rately divided by mile-stones, and ran in a di-

® Ses & Dissertation of M, de Boge, Mem. de PAcadenie, tom. xviil,
Arintides pronommced an oralion, which ls still extaat, to recommend
concord to the rival cities,

* The inhabitants of Egypt, exclusive of Alexandris, wmounted to
seven millions and g half {Joseph. de Beil. Jud. ii, 18), Under the mi-

 litary government of the Mamslukes, Syria wus supposed to contain
sixty thonsand viiiages (Histoire de Timuor Bec. L v, 2. 20.)
4 The followingitinernrymay serve to couvey some ides of Lhe direcs
tiod ‘of the road, and of the dlatance between the principal towns,
‘2. From Lbe wal] of Aotoninos to York, 328 Roman miles. 1. London
X97. 1 Rhotupim or Sandwich 67, 1v. The varigution to Bou-
logne 45. v, Rbeims 174. vi. Lyons 380, v, Milan 384, vwin,
Rowe 436. 1%, Brondosiom 360. x. The navigation to Dyrrachiom
4. =x1. Bymntiom T1i. Xir, Ancyma 283, xs1r. Tarsus 301.
X1V, Aptioch 14). xv. Tyre252. xvi. Jermsalem 108. In all é080
Roman, or 5T40 Egglish miics. See theitinernriespublished by Wes-
. meling, his snnotatioss ; Gule aad Stukely for Britain, and Al. " Anvilie
for Ganl and Ttaly.
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rect line from oue city to another, with very
little respect for the obstacles either of nature
or private property. Mountains were perfo-
rated, and bold arches thrown over the broad-
est and most rapid streams.” The middle part
of the road was raised into a terrace, which
commanded the adjacent country, consisted of
geveral strata of vand, gravel, and cement, and
was paved with large stones, or, in some places
near the capital, with granite! Such was the
solid construction of the Roman highways,
whosc firmness has not eutirely yielded to the
effort of fifteen centuries. They united the sub-
jects of the most distant provinces by an easy
and familiar intercourse; but their primary ob-
ject had been to facilitate the marches of the
legions; nor was any country considered as
completely subdued, till it had been rendered,
in all its parts, pervious to the arms and authe-
rity of the conqueror. The advantage of receiv-
ing the earlieat intelligence, and of conveying
their orders with celerity, induced the emperors
to establish, throughout their extensive domi-

- nions, the regular institution of posts! Houses

were every where erected at the distance omly
of five or six miles; each of them was constant-
ly provided with forty horses, and, by the help
of these relays, it was easy to travel an hundred

* Montfaucon, FAntiquité Expilqoée (tom. iv, p. 5. 1. |, &, 5}, has de-
scribed the bridges of Narni, Alcantars, Niumes, &c.

* Bergier Hiatoire des grands Chemins de "Empire Roowis, I, B, «.
1.28,

* Procopins io Hist. Arcant, ¢. 30. Bergier Hist. des granda Che
mius, L iv. Codex Theodosian, I, wiif, tit. v, vol. ji, p. 800-563, with
flodefroy’s learned commentary.
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miles in a day along the Roman roads.® The CHar.
use of the posts was allowed to those who claim- X ——es
ed it by an imperial mandate; but though ori-
gimally intended for the public service, it was
sometimes indulged to the buainess or conveni-
ency of private citizens.* Nor was the com. Navig-
munication of the Romen empire less free and
open by sea than it was by land, The provinces
surrounded and inclosed the Mediterranean;
end Italy, in the shape of an immense promon-
tory, advanced into the midst of that great lake.
The cousts of Italy are, in general, destitute of
safe harboers; but human indaustry had cor-
rected the deficiencies of nature; and the arti-
ficial port of Ostia, in particular, situate at the
wouth of the Tyber, and formed by the emper-
or Claudius, was an useful monument of Ro |
man greatness,” From this port, which was
only sixteen miles from the capital, a favourable
breeze frequently carried vessels in seven days
to the columns of Hercules, and, in nine or ten, -
to Alexandria in Egypt.*

Whatever evils either reason or declamation improve.
have imputed to extensive empire, the power of T;,"i::f

ture.

* Im the ime of Theodosins, Casarius, a magistrate of high rank,
went post from Autioch to Conftantivople. e began his jouruey at
»ight, was in Capyradocin (165 miles from Arntioch) the ensuing evee-
ing, sd wrived wt Constantinople the slxth day abent moon. The
whole disance was T25 Roman, or 665 English miles, See Libanius
Oeat xxii, and the Itineraria, p. 573-591.

* Pliny, Lheugh & favourite and a minister, made wa apology for
granling past-borses to kis wile oo the molt urgent bulmelc, Epist. 3,
e, 139,

b4 Ba-.la Hist, des grands Chemiog, 1, iv, c. 49,

s Plin. Hiat, Nator. 1ix, 1.

]
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Rome was altended with some beneficial conse-
quences to mankind; and the same freedom of

In thewes- intercourse which ext.ended the vices, diffused

tern cogn-

sries of the Jikewise the improvementa, ~f social life. In the

empire.

Intradne-
tion of

frui W, &z,

more remote ages of antiquity, the world was
unequally divided. The East wasin tbe imme-
morial possession of arts and luxury; whilst the
‘West was inhabited by rude and warlike barba-
rians, who either disdained agriculture, or to
whom it was totally unknown. Under the pro-
tection of an established government, the pro-
ductions of happier climates, and the industry
of more civilized nations, were gradually intro-
duced into the western countries of Europe;
and the natives were encouraged, by an open
and profitable commerce, to multiply the for-
meer, as well as to improve the latter. It would

-be almost impossible to enumerate all the ar-

ticles, either of the animal or the vegetable
reign, which were successively imported in-
to Europe, from Asia and Egypt;* butit will
not he unworthy of the dignity, and much less
of the utility, of an historical work, slightly
to touch on a few of the principal heads. 1.
Almost all the flowers, the herbs, and the
fruits, that grow in our European gardens, are
of foreign extraction, which, in many cases, is
betrayed even by their names: the apple was a
native of Italy, and when the Romans had tast-

«ed the richer flavour of the apricot, the peach,

the pomegranate, the citron, and the orange,

* It is not mprobable that the Greeks and Phenicians introduced

* some pew arts and productiens inte the peighbourbeod ofllmgiun

and Gades,
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they contented themselves with applying to all CRAP.
these new fruits the common denomination of ..,
apple, discriminating them from each other by

the additional epithet of their country. 2. In Tuevine.
the time of Homer, the vine grew wild in the
island of Sicily, and most probably in the adja-

ceut continent ; but it was not improved by the

skill, nor did it afford a liquor grateful to the

taste of the savage inhabitants. A thousand

years afterwards, Italy could boast, that of the
fourscore most generous and celebrated wines,

more than two thirds were produced from her

80il.° The blessing was soon communicated to

the Narbonnese province of Gaul; but so intense

was the cold to the north of the Cevennes, that,

in the time of Strabo, it was thought impossible

to ripen the grapes in those parts of Gaul.*

This difficulty, however, was gradually van-.
quished ; and thereissome reason to believe, that -

the vineyards of Burgundy are as old as the age

of the Antonines. 3. The olive, in the western The olive.’
world, followed the progress of peace, of which

it was considered as the symbol. Two centuries

after the foundation of Rome, both Italy and
Africa were strangers tothat useful plant; it was

+® See Homer Odyss. 1. ir, v, 358,

¢ Plin. Hist. Nator. 1. xiv.

4 Btrab. Geograph. I iv, p. 323, ‘The intense cold of a thl:c win.
ter was almost proverbial among the ancicnts.

¢ Io the beginuing of the fourth centnry, the orater Earenius {Pane.
gyric. Veter. viil, 8, edit. Delphin.) speaks of the vioes in the territory
of Antun, which were decayed thrangh age, and the first plantation of
which was totally onknown, The Pagns Arebrignos ia supposed by M.
& Anvilie to be the district of Beanne, celebrated even st present, for
s of the first growths of Burgundy,

4
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naturalizedinthose countries ; and atlength car-
ried into the heart of Spain and Gaul. The timid
errors of the ancients, that it required a certain
degree of heat, and could only flourish in the.
neighbourhood of the sea, were insensibly ex-
ploded by industry and experience.” 4. The
cultivation of flax was transported from Egypt to
Gaul, and enriched the whole country, however
it mightimpoverish the particular lands on which
it was sown.* 5. The use of artificial grasses
becamwe familiar to the farmers both of Italy and
the provinces, particularly the Lucerne, which
derived its name and origin from Media.* The
assured supply of wholesome and plentiful food
for the cattle during winter, multiplied the num-
ber of the flocks and herds, which, in their turn,
contributed to the fertility of the soil. To all
these improvements may be added, an assiduous
attention to mines and fisheries, which, by em-
ploying a2 multitude of 1aborious hands, serve to
increase the pleasures of the rich, and the sub-
swtence of the poor. The elegant treatise of
Columella describes the advanced state of the
Spanish susbandry, under the reign of Tiberius;
and itmaybeobserved, that those famines, which
80 frequently afflicted the infant republic, were
seldom or never experienced by the extensive
empire of Rome. The accidental scarcity, in
any single province, was immediately relieved by
the plenty of its more fortunate neighbours,

f Plin. Hist. Kator. 1, xv.

t Plin, Hist, Natur. L. xix.

* Se¢e the agreesble Essays on Agricultnre, by Mr, Harte, in which
he has collected all that ihe ancients and moderns have asid of La-
cerne,



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE," _

Agriculture isthe foundation of manufactures,
since the productions of nature are the materiais
of art. Under the Roman empire, the labour of
an industrious and ingenious people was various-
ly, but incessantly employed in the service of the
rich. In their dress, their table, their houses,
and their furniture, the favourites of fortune
united every refinement of conveniency, of ele-
gance, and of splendour, whatever could soothe
their pride, or gratify their sensuality. Such
refinements, under the odious name of luxury,
have been severely arraigned by the moralists of
every age; and it might perhaps be more con-
ducive to the virtue, as well as happiness, of

87
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mankind, if all possessed the necessaries, and

none the superfluities of life. Butin the present
imperfect condition of society, luxury, though it
may proceed from vice or folly, seems to be'the
only means that can correct the unequal distri-
bution of property. The diligent mechanie, and
the skiiful artist, who have obtained no share in
the division o;f the earth, receive a voluntary tax
from the p-ossessors of land; and the latter are
prompted, by a sense of interest, to improve
those estates, with whose produce they may pur-
chase additjonal pleasures. This operation, the
particular effects of which are felt in every so-
ciety, acted with much more diffusive energy in
the Roman world. The provinces would soon
have been exhausted of their wealth, if the ma-
nufectures and commerce of luxury had not in-
sensibly restored to the industrious subjects the
sums which were exacted from them by the arms
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CP;AP and authority of Rome. As long as the circu-

,_m,‘m, lation was confined within the bounds of the
eropire, it impressed the political machine with
a new degree of activity, and its consequences,
sometimes beneficial, could never become per-
nicious.

Foien  But it is no easy task to confine luxury with-
in the limits of an empire. The most remote
countries of .the aucient world were ransacked
to supply the pomp and delicacy of Rome., The
forest of Scythia afforded some valuable furs.
Amber was brought over land from tbe shores
of the Baltic to the Danube ; and the barbarians
were astonisbed at the price which they receiv-
ed in exchange for so useless 2 commodity.'
There was a cousiderable demand for Babylo-
niau carpets and othermanufactures of the East;
but the most important and unpopular branch
of foreign trade was carried on with Arahia and
India. Every year, about the time of the sum-
mer solstice, a fleet of an hundred and twenty
vessels sailed from Myos-hormos, a port of Egypt
on the Red sea. By the periodical assistance of
the monsoons, they traversed the ocean in about
forty days. The coast of Malabar, or the island

. of Ceylon,* was the usual term of their navi-
gation, and it was in those markets that the

! Tacit. Germaniz, ¢. 45. Piio, Hist. Nat. xzaviii, 11. The lats
ter obscrved, with some homoaor, that even fashion had not yet fonnd
wut the use of umber. Nero sent & Roman knight to porehase great
quantities on the spot where it was produced—the coast of modern
Prugia,

L Calied Taprobana by the Romaos, and Screndib by the Arnbs. It
was dlscovered under the reign of Cizndies, and gradually beceme the
principal mart of the East
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merchants from the more remote countries of
Asia expected their arrival. The return of the
fleet of Egypt was fixed to the mooths of De-
cember or January; and as soon as their rich
‘cargo had been transported, on the backs of
camels, from the Red sea to the Nile, and had
descended that river as far as Alexandria, it was
poured, without delay, into the capital of the
empire! The objects of oriental traffic were
splendid and trifling: silk, a pound of which
was esteemed not inferior in value to a pound of
gold ;® precious stones, among which the pearl
claimed the first rank after the diamond ;* and
a variety of aromatics, that were consumed in
religious worship and the pomp- of funerals,
The labour and risk of the voyage was rewarded
with almostincredible profit; but the profit was
made upon Roman subjects, and a few indivi-
duals were enriched at the expence of the pub-

8f
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lic. As the natives of Arabia and India were goid sad

contented with the productions and manufac
tures of their own country, silver, on the side of
the Romans, was the principal, if not the only
instrument of commerce, It was a complaint
worthy of the gravity of the senate, that in the
pursuit of female ornaments the wealth of the

' Plio. Hist. Natur, 1. vi, #trabe, 1. xvi

® Hist. Aoguat. p. 224, A silk garment was considered as an ornme
ment to & womnan, but as & disggrace to & man.

* The two great pear] flaberies were the ame as at present.—Ormus
and Cape Comorip. At well a1 we can compare ancient with modern
geography, Rome was sopplied with diumonds from the mine of Jomed-
por, in Beogal, which is described in the voyages de Tavernier, tom,
ii, p. 281, .

silver.
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and hostile nations.* The annual loss is com-
puted, by a writer of an inquisitive, but censo-
rious temper, at upwards of eight hundred thoun-
sand pounds sterling? Such was the style of
discontent, brooding over the dark prospect of
approaching poverty. And yet if we compare
the proportion between gold and silver as it
8tood in the time of Pliny, and as it was fixed in
the reign of Constantine, we shall discover with-
in that period a very considerable increase.
There is not the least reason to suppose that
geld was become more scarce; it is therefore
evident that silver was grawn more common;
that whatever might be the amount of the Indian
and Arabian exports, they were far from ex-
hausting the wealth of the Roman world; and
that the produce of the mines abundantly sup-
plied the demands of commerce.
Notwithstanding the propensity of mankind
to exalt the past, and to depreciate the present,
the tranquil and prosperous state of the empire
was warmly felt, and honestly confessed, by the
provincials as well as Romans. * They acknow-
“ ledged that the true principles of social life,
“ laws, agriculture, and science, which had been
* first invented by the wisdom of Athens, were
“ now firmly established by the power of Rome,

* Tuclt. Aonal. iii; 53. Jn u spesch of Tiberias,

* Plin. Hist. Natar, xil, 18. lg suotler place he computes half that
sam; Quingenties H. §. for Indin, exclusive of Arnbla.

4 The proportion, which was I to 10, and 12§, rose to 14 3-5th, the
legwl regulation of Cogpstautiwd. See Arhuiknot's Tables of mncient
Coina, ¢, 5.
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“ under whose auspicious influence the fiercest CHAR.
“ barbarians were united by an equal govern- ...,
“ ment and common language. They affirm,

“ that, with the improvement of arts, the human

“ species was visibly multiplied. They cele-

* brate the increasing splendour of the cities,

“ the beautiful face of the country, cultivated

* and adorned like an immense garden, and the

“ long festival of peace, which was enjoyed by

“ so many natious, forgetful of their ancient

* animosities, and delivered from the appreben-

* mion of future danger.”” Whatever suspicions

may be suggested by the air of rhetoric and de-
clamation, which seems to preveil in these pas-
sages, the substance of them is perfectly agree-

able to historic truth,

It was scarcely possible that the eyes of con- ;. _ .,
temporaries should discover in the public feli- cournge.
city the latent causes of decay and corruption.

This long peace, and the uniform government
of the Romans, introduced a slow aud secret
poison into the vitals of the einpire. The minds
of men were gradually reduced to the same le-
vel, the fire of genius was extinguished, and
even the military spirit cvaporated. The natives
of Europe were braveand robust.  Spain,Gaul,
Britain, and Illyricum,supplied the legions with
excellent soldiers, and constituted the real
strength of the monarchy. Their personal va-
Iour remained; but they no longer possessed.
that public courage which is nourished hy the
love of independence, the sense of natioral ho-

¢+ Among many other pessages, ice Pliny {Hist. Natar. i, 5 Aris
tides (de Urbe Romh), and Tertollian (e Avimb, .30}
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nour, the presence of danger, and the habit of
command. They received laws and governors
from the will of their sovereign, and trusted for
their defence to a mercenary army. The poste-
‘rity of their boldest leaders was contented with
the rank of citizens and subjects. The most
aspiring spirits resorted to the court or standard
of the emperors; and the deserted provinces,
deprived of political strength or union, insen-
sibly sunk into the languid ‘wdifference of pri-
vate life. .

The love of letters, almost inseparable from
peace and refinement, was fashionable among
the subjects of Hadrian and the Antonines, who
were themselves men of learning and curiosity,
It was diffused over the whole extent of their
empire ; the most northem tribes of Britons had
acquired a taste for rhetoric; Homer, as well
as Virgil, were transcribed and studied on the
banks of the Rhine and Danube; and the mosi
liberal rewards sought out the faintest glimmer-
ings of literary merit.’ The sciences of physic
and astronomy were successfully cultivated by

* Horodea Atticua guve the sophist Polema above eight thomaand
pounds for three dechamations, See Philoatray, L i, p. 858, The Aw-
tonines founded u school at Athens, in which professors of grammar,
rletoric, politles, and the fomr grest sects of philosophy, were main-
tulned at the public expence, for the instroction of youth. The salary
of a philosopher was ten thousand drachmee, between three wnd four
boadred poonds a.year, Bimilar establishments were formed In the
other great cities of the empire. - See Lucian in Ennncb, tom. i, p. 135
edit. Reits. Pnoilastrat. L ki, p. $60. Hist, Angust. p. 21, Dion Cas-
sius, L [xul, p. 2198, Jnvenal himiclf, 8 m morose satire, witich, in

every llne, betrays his awn dlsappelotment and envy, is abliged, how.
erer, Lo sy,
~——0 Juvenes, cirenmspicit et agitat vos,
Materiamque 2ibi Ducis indulgentia qnariL.
SaTix, vii, 10.
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the Greeks ; the observations of Ptolemy, and
the writings of Galen, are studied by those who
have improved their discoveries, and corrected
their errors ; but if we except the inimitable Lu-
cian, this age of indolence, passed away with-
out having produced a wingle writer of ‘original
genius, or who excelled in -the arts of elegant
composition, The authority of Plato and An-
stotle, of Zeno and Epicurus, still reigned in
the schools; and their systems, transmitted,
with blind deference, from one generation of
disciples to another, precluded every generous
attempt to exercise the powers, or enlarge the
‘litnits, of the human mind. The beauties of the
poets and orators, instead of kindling a fire like
their owp, inspired only cold and servile imita-
tions; or, if any ventured to deviate from those
models, they deviated, at the same time, from
good sense and propriety. On the revivai of
letters, the youthful vigour of the imagination,
after a long repose, national emulation, 4 new
religion, new languages, and a new world, cal-
led forth the genius of Europe. But the pro-
vincials of Rome, trained by an uniform artifi-
cial foreign education, were engaged in a very
unequal competition with those bold ancients,
who, by, expressing their genuine feelings in
" their native tongue, had already occupied every

o3
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place of honour, The name of poet wasalmost -

forgotten ; that of orator 'was usurped by the
sophists. A cloud of critics, of compilers, of
commentetors, darkened the face of learning;
and the decline of genius was soon followed by
the corruption of taste,
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The sublime Longinus, who, in somewhat a
later period, and in the court of a Syrian queen,
preserved the spirit of ancient Athens, observes
and laments this degeneracy of his contempora-
ries, which debased their sentiments, enervated
their courage, and depressed their talents, “ In
“ the same manner,” says he, ‘ as some children
“ always remain pigmies, whose infant limbs
“ have heen too closely confined; thus our tem-
*“ der minds, fettered by the préjudices and ha-
* bits of a just servitude, are unable to expand
¢ themselves, or to attain that well-proportioned

¢ greatness which we admire in the ancients;

¢ who, living under a popular government, wrote
 with the same freedom as they acted.” This
diminutive stature of mankind, if we pursue
the metaphor, was deily sinking below the old
standard, and the Roman world was indeed
peopled by a race of pigmies, when the fierce
giants of the north broke in, and mended the
puny breed. They restored a manly spirit of
freedom; and after the revolution of ten centu-
ries, freedom became the happy parent of taste
and science.

* Longin, de obllm. c. 43, p. 31, edit Toll. Here, tao, we may sy
of Longinoa,—* His awn czample strengthenn all bis lawe" Tmeend
of proposiog his seotimeats with a manly boldoess, b insinoates them
wlth the mast goarded caution, puts them lnto the mouth of & friend,

sud, & far m we can oolbect from u cotraptad temt, makes a shew of
mefating them bimadle
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Of the constitution of the Roman empire, in the
age of the Anionines,

"THE obvious definition of a monarchy seems cHAP,
to be that of a state, in which a single person, "
by whatsoever name he may be distinguished, ;. ¢,
is eatrusted with the execution of the laws, the mouurchy
management of the revenue, and the command

of the army. But, unless public liberty is pro-
tected by intrepid and vigilant guardians, the au-
thority of so formidable a magistrate will soon
degenerate into despotism. The influence of the
clergy,inan age of superstition, might be usefully
employed to assert the rights of mankind ; but

so intimate is the connection between the throne

and the altar, that the banner of the church has

very seldom been seen on the side of the people,

A martial nobility and stubborn commons, pos-

sessed of arms, tenacious of property, and col-

lected into constitutional assemblies, form the

only balance capable of preserving a free consti-

tution against enterprizes of an aspiring prince.

Every barrier of the Roman constitution bad siteation
been levelled by the vast ambition of the dic-fA%s™
tator; every fence had been extirpated by the
cruel band of the triumvir, After the victory
of Actium, the fate of the Roman world de-
pended on the will of Octavianus, surnamed
Cuwsar, by his uncle’s adoption, and afterwards
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Augustus, by the flattery of the sepate. Thu
conqueror was at the head of forty-four veteran
legions,* conscious of their own strength, and

.of the weakness of the constitution, babituated,

during twenty years civil war, to every act of
blood and violence, and passionately devoted to
the house of Casar, from whence alone they had
received and expected, the most lavish rewards.
The provinces, long oppressed by the ministers
of the republic, sighed for the government of a
single person, who would be the master, not the
accomplice, of those petty tyrants. The people
of Rome, viewing, with a secret pleasure, the
bumiliation of the aristocracy, demanded only
bread and public shows, and were supplied with
Loth Ly theliberal hand of Augustus. The rich
and polite Italians, who had almost universally
embraced the philosopby of Epicurus, enjoyed
the present blessings of ease and tranquillity,
and suffered not the pleasing dream to be inter-
rupted by the memory of their old tumuituous
freedom. With its power, the senate had lost its
dignity; many of the most noble families were
extinet. Therepublicans of spiritand ability liad
perished in the field of battle, or in the proscrip-
tion. The door of the assembly had been design-
edly left open for a mixed multitude of more than
a thousand persons, who reflected disgrace up-
on their runk, instead of deriving bonour from it.*
* Qrseine, vi, 18, a
* Jolis Cwsar Introdoced soldiers, strangers, and half barbariam,

Into tire senate {Sueton. in Ceesar, ¢. 77, 80}, ‘The abgre became still
more icandalous afler his death.
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The reformation of the senate was one of the crap,
firet steps in which Augustus laid aside the ty- ..
rant, and professed himself the father of his Heretrm
country. He was elected censor; aud, in con- ** "=
cert with his faithful Agrippa, he examined the
list of the senators, expelled a few membhers,
whose vices or whose obstinacy required a pub-
lic example, persuaded near two hundred to
prevent the shame of an expulsion hy a volun-
tary retreat, raised the qualification of a senator
to about ten thousand pounds, created a suffi-
cient number of patrician families, and accepted
for himself the honourable title of prince of the
senate, which had always been bestowed, hy the
censors, on the citizen, the most eminent for
his honours and services.® But whilst he thus
restored the dignity, he destroyed the indepen-
dence of the senate. The principles of a free con-
stitution are irrecoverably lost, when the legis-
lative power is nominated by the executive.

Before an assembly thus modelled and pre- pyimen
pared, Augustus pronounced a studied oration, ;;‘:f:_d
which displayed his patriotism, and disguised his
ambition. * He lamented, yet excused, his past
“ ¢onduct. Filial piety had required at his
“ hands the revenge of his father's murder; the
“ humanity of his own nature had sometimes
“ given way to the stern laws of necessity, and
“ to a forced connection with two unworthy col-

“ leagnes: as longas Antony lived, the republic

* Diou Cassins, L Lill, p. 604, Suetonius in Awgut. c. 56,

YOL. I. H
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CHAP. * forbad him to abandon her to a degenerate
NI, .

s . “ Roman, and a barbarian queen. He was now
*¢ at liberty to satisfy his duty and his inclina-

“ tion. He solemnly restored the senateand peo-

“ ple to all their ancient rights; and wished only

“ to mingle with the crowd of his fellow cit-

“ zens, and to share the blessings which he had.

" # obtained for his country.”

Iopreail- Tt would require the pen of Tacitus (if Taci-
resmne it, tus had assisted at this assembly) to describe
terthe the various emotions of the senate; those that
Do, Were suppressed, and those that were affected.
It was dangerous to trust the sincerity of Augus-

tn , toseem to distrust it was still more danger-

ous. The respective advantages of monarchy

and a republic have often divided speculative
inquirers; the present greatness of the Roman

state, the corruption of nianners, and the licenca

of the soldiers, supplied new arguments to the
advocatesof monarchy; and these general views

of government were again warped by the hopes

and fears of each individual, Amidst this con-

fusion of sentiments, the answer of the senate

was unanimous and decisive. They refused to
accept theresignetion of Augustus; theyconjur-

ed him not to degert the republic which he had

saved. After a decent resistance, the crafty ty-

rant submitted to the orders of the senate, and
consented to receive the government of the pro-

¢ Diou (L iii, p. 698) gives us n prolix and bombast speech on this
great occaaion. Thave borrowed from Suetoniwe and Tacitns the gene-
ml lauguage of Amgnsius,



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 1.1)

vinces, and the general command of the Roman cHAP,
armies, under the well-known names of Procon- ,,,,',I,I:,,,
sed and Imperator® But he would receive them

only for ten years. Even before the expiration

of that period, he hoped that the wounds of ci-

vil discord would be completely healed, and

that the republic, restored te its pristine health

#nd vigour, would no longer require the dange- *
rous interposition of so extraordinary a magi-
strate. The memory of this comedy, repeated
several times during the life of Augustus, was
preserved to the last ages of the empire, by the
peculiar pomp with which the perpetual mo-
narchs of Rome always solemnized the tenth

years of their reign.

. Without any violation of the principles of the Power of
constitution, the general of the Roman armies jooin
might receive and exercise an authority almost
despotic over the soldiers, the enemies, and the
subjects of the republic. With regard to the
soldiers, the jealousy of freedom had, eveu from

the earliest ages of Rome, given way to the
hopes of conquest, and a just sense of military
diseipline, The dictator, or consul, had a right

te command the service of the Roman youth;

aaid to puaish an obstinate or cowardly disobe-

dience by the most severe and ignominious pe-

* Imperalor {from which we Lave derived emperor) signified, nnder
the republic, no more thun general, and was empliatically bestowed by
the soldiers, when on the fietd of battle they prociwimed their victori-
amy lmder wortly of that title, When the Roman omperors msammed it
In chat sense, they placed it after their name, and marked how ofien
ey kxd taken it .

! Dion, L fii, p. 703, &e.

H2
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CHAP. nalties, by striking the offender out of the list
of citizens, by confiscating his property, and by
selling his person into slavery.* The most sa-
cred rights of freedom, confirmed by the Porcian
and Sempronian laws, weresuspended by the mi-
litary engagement. In his camp the general ex-
ercised an absolute power of life and death ; his
jurisdiction was not confined by any forms of
trial, or rules of proceeding, and the execution
of the sentence was immediate, and without ap-
peal.* The choice of the enemies of Rome was
regularly decided by the legislative authority.
The most important resolutions of peace and
war were seriously debated in the senate, and
solemnly ratified by the people. Butf when the
arms of the legions were carried to a great dis-
tance from Itely, the generals assumed the li-
berty of directing them against whatever people,
and in whatever mauner they judged most ad-
vantageous for the public service. 1t was from
the success, not from the justice, of their enter-
prises, that they expected the honours of a tri-
umph. In the use of victory, especially after
they were no longer controlled by the commis

sioners of the senate, they exercised the most
unbounded despotism. When Pompey com

manded in the East, he rewarded his soldiers
and allies, dethroned princes, divided king-

PESAE A,

¥ Liry Epitom. 1. xiv. Vualer. Maxim, vi, 3.
b Sce in the eighth book of Liry, the ronduct of Manlios Torquates
and Papiras Cursor. ‘They viclated thie Jaws of natare and homamity,

bat they asseried those of military discipline ; and the people, who alb=
borred the action, was obliged to reapect the principle.
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

rior, to whose auspicious influence the merit ot
their actions was legally attributed* They
were the representatives of the emperor. The
emperor alone was the general of the republic,
and his jurisdiction, civil ar well as military,
extended over all the conquests of Rome. It
was some satisfaction, however, to the senate,
that he always delegated his power to the mem-
bers of their body. The imperial lieutenants
were of consular or pratorian diguity; the le-
gions were commanded by senators; and the
prefecture of Egypt was the only iroportant
trust committed to a Boman kuight.

Within sixdays after Angustus had been com-
pelled to accept so very liberal a graut, he re-
solved to gratify the pride of the senate by au
easy sacrifice. He represented to them, that
they had enlarged his powers, even beyond that
degree which might be required by the melan-
choly condition of the times. They had not
permitted him to refuse the laborious commaad
of the armies and the frontiers; but he must m-
gist on being allowed to restere the more peace-
ful and secure provinces to the mild administra-
tion of the eivil magistrate. In the division of
the provinces, Augustus provided for his own

t Under the commaon weaith, n, Wigpgh cowld coly be elaimed by
the general, who waa satherleed to e the anspices in the pame of the
people. By an exact cantequence, drawa from this principle of policy
and religion, the trlumph wea resgrved to the emmperor; and hia
most soccenafnl Hentenauts were satisfied with some marks of distime-
tlon, which, under the oame of triumphal bonours, were invented im
their favonr.
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power, and for the dignity of the republic. cHaPp.
The proconsuls of the senate, particularly those .,,ff_l,',,,
of Asia, Greece, and Africa, enjoyed a more
honourable character than the lieutenants of the
emperor, who commanded in Gaul or Syria.
The former were attended by lictors, the latter
by soldiers. A law was passed, that wherever
the emperor was present, his extraordinary
commission should supersede the ordinary
jurisdiction of the governor; a custom was in-
troduced, that the new conquests belonged to
the imperial portion ; and it was soon discover-
ed, that the authonty of the prince, the fa-
vourite epithet of Augustus, was the same in
every part of the empire.

In return for this imaginary concession, Au- The for.
gustus obtained an important privilege, which gred T,
renderedhim master of Rome and Italy. By millary

command
a dangerous exception to the ancient maxims, and gusrds

che was authorized to preserve his military com-mel}rm

$nand ,supported by a numerous bodyof guards,
even in time of peace, and in the heart of the
capital. His command, indeed, was confined
to those citizens who were engaged in the ser-
vice by the military oath; but such was the
propensity of the Romans to servitude, that the
dath was voluntarily taken by the magistrates,
the senators, and the equestrian order, till the
homage of flattery was insensibly converted in-
to an anrual and solemn protestation of fide-

Although Augustus considered a military copsuier

force as the firmest foundation, he wisely re- 22 tribw

jected it, as a very odious instrument of govern- power.
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ment. It was more agreeable to his temper,

seereresr. @5 Well a9 to his policy, to reign under the ve-

nerable names of ancient magistracy, and art-
fully to collect, in his own person, ali the scat-
tered rays of civil jurisdiction. With this view,
he permitted the senate to confer upon him, for
his life, the powers of the consular' and tribu-
pitian offices,” which were, in the same man-
ner, continued to all his successors. The con-
suls had succeeded to the kings of Rome, and
represented the dignity of the state. They su-
perintended the ceremonies of religion, levied
and commanded the legions, gave audience to
foreign ambassadors, and presided in the as-
srmblies both of the senate and people. Thke
general controul of the finances was intrusted
to their care; and though they seldom had lei-
sure to administer justice in person, they were
considered as the supreme guardians of law,
equity, and the public peace. Such was their
ordinary jurisdiction; hut whenever the senate
empowered the first magistrate to consult the
safety of the commonwealth, he was raised by
that degree above the laws, and exercised, in
the defence of liberty, a temporary despotism.*

t Cicero {de Legibas, iii, 3} gives the conanlar office the pame ufrq-'i-
polestar; and Polybins (1, vi, ¢. 3} obaerves three powers in the Roman
coostitution, ‘Fhe monarchizl was represented and exercised by the
consols.

™ As the tribunitien power (distloct from the apnasl ofice) was fing
nvented for the dictator Cesar, {Dion. L. xliv, p. $84), we may cuaily
conceive that it waa given es a reward for huving 8o nobly asserted, by
arm, the swcred rights of the tribuoes and people. See his own com-
mentarien, de Bell, Civll. 1. i.

* Angusins exercined vine sonnal conslships withou! ioterruption

He then most arifuily refoted that magisucy, i well as the dlctatos-
abip,
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The character of the trihunes was, in every re-
spect, different from that of the consuls. The
appearance of the former was modest and hum-
ble; but their persons was sacred aud inviolahle.
Theirforce was suited rather for opposition than
for action. They were instituted to defend the
oppressed, to pardon offences, to arraign the
enemies of the people, and, when they judged it
necessary, to atop, by a single word, the whole
machine of government. As long as the repub-
lic subsisted, the dangerous influence, which ei-
ther the consul or the trihune might derive from
their respective jurisdiction, was diminished by
several important restrictions. Their authority
expired with the year in which they were elect-
ed; the former office was divided between two,
the Iattersamong ten persons; and, as both in
their-private end public interest they were a-
verse to each other, their mutual conflicts con-
tﬁbuted, for the most part, to strengthen rather
to destroy the balance of the constitution.
But when the consular and trihunitian powers
were united, when they were vested for life in &
- single person, when the general of the army was
at the same time, the minister of the senate and
the representation of the Roman people, it was
impossible to resist the exercise, nor was it easy.
to define the limits, of his imperial prerogative.

whip, absented bimself from Rome, and waited till the fatal effects of
tamalt and faction forced the sepate 1o inves! him with & perpetual
wonstlallp. Aognatos, a1 well as his successors, affected, however,
2 conceal 10 invidious a tale.
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CHAP.
11k

,hrrerared



106

CHAP.

TME DECLINE AND PALL
To these accumulated henours, the policy of

,,,_1,1,1,',,, Augustus soon added the splendid as well as im-

Imperial
prerogas
tives.

The ma-

gistrates,

portant dignities of supreme pontiff, and of cen-
sor. By the former he acquired the manage-
meut of the religion, and by the latter a legal
inspection over the manners and fortunes of the
Roman people. If so many distinct and inde-
pendent powers did not exactly unite with each
other, the complaisance of the senate was pro-
pared te supply every deficiency, by the most
ample and extraordinary concessions. The
emperors, as the first ministers of the republic,
were exempted from the cbligation and penalty
of many inconvenient laws; they were autho-
rized to convoke the senate, to make several
motions, in the same day, to recommend candi-
dates for the honours of the state, to enlarge the
bounds of the city, to employ the revenue at
their discretion, to declare peace and war, to
ratify treaties; and hy a most comprehensive
clause, they were empowered to execute what-
soever they should judgeadvantageoustotheem-
pire, and agreeable to the majesty of things, pri-
vate, or public, human or divine.’

When all the various powers of executive go-
vernment were committed to the imperial miagis-
trate, the ordinary magistrates of the common-
wealth languished in obecurity, without vigour,
and almost without buginess. The names and

¥ See o fragment of a decree of the seoste, conferning on the emperor
Vespasian all the powers granted 1o his predecessors, Augustus, Tibe
rins, end Clauding. This coricns and imporisnt mopument is puliish-
ed in Gruter’s Inscriptions, No. ccxlil
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forms of the ancient administration were preser- Clirlr} P.
ved, by Augustus, with the most anxious care, ........,

The usual number of consuls, preetors, and tri-
bunes,” were annually invested with their re
spective ensigns of office, and continued to dis-
charge some of their least important functions.
These honours still attracted the vain ambition
of the Romans ; and the emperors themselves,
though invested for life with the powers of the
consulship, frequently aspired to the title of that
annual digoity, which they condescended to
share with the most illustrious of their fellow-
citizens® In the election of these magistrates,
the people, during the reign of Augustus, were
permitted to expose all the inconveniencies of a
wild democracy. That artful prince, instead of
discovering the least symptom of impatience,
humbly selicited their suffrages for bimself or bis
friends, and scrupulously practised allthe duties

* Two camagls were created on the calends of Januvary; but, in
the conrse of the year, others were substitated in their places, till
the apoval wimber seems to bave amwanted to 0o jess thap twulve.
They preiors were nsoally sixteen or eighteen (Lipaius lo Excurs, L),
sd Tacit, Aooal. L i}. I bave not mentioned the mdiles or ques.
tors.  Officers of the pollee or revenne ensily adapt themselves o say
form of gorersmeat Jo tha time of Nero, the tfribanes legally
possessed the right of iufercession, thonghk it might be dangerous to
cxercise it (Tacit. Ampal. xvi, 268), In the time of Trejan, it was
doubifal whether the triboneship was an office or & name (Plin. Epiat,
i, o).

9 The tyrants themselves were ambitions of the consniship. The
wirtnons princes were moderate in Lhe pursuit, and #xact in the dis-
eharge of it. Trajan revived the sucieot oath, and swore before the
somsul's tribunal, that be wonld observe the iwa {Plin. Pagegyric.
c §4).
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CHAP. of an ordinary candidate” But we may ven

oevomonn. ture to ascribe to his councils, the first measure

of the succeeding reign, by which the elections

were transferred to the senate.! The assemblies

of the people were for ever abolished, and the

' emperors were delivered from a dangerous mul-

titude, who, without restoring liberty, might

have disturbed, and perhaps endangered, the
established government.

By declaring themselves the protectors of the
people, Marius and Cwsar had subverted the
constitution of their country. But as soon as
the senate had been humbled and disarmed, such
an assembly, consisting of five or six hundred
persons, was found-a much more tractable and
useful instrument of dominion. It was on the
dignity of the senate, that Augustus and his
successors founded their new empire ; and they
affected, on every occasion, to adopt the lan-
guage and principles of patricians. In the ad-
ministration of their own powers, they frequent-
ly consu.tea the great national council, and
seemed to refer to its decision tbe most import
ant concerns of peace and war. Rome, Italy,
and the internal provinces, were subject to the
immediate jurisdiction of the senate. With re-

The senate

T Quofies Magistrataum Comitiis intercmet, Tribos com eandis
detis suis circuibat: supplicabatque more solemni, Ferebat et ipse
sufragium io tribubus, ut uvoos e popuin.  Suetonius in Anguat.
e. §8.

* Tum primnm Comitis e campo ad patres translata sunl. Taeit,
Anpal. §, 15. The word primmm secms to allude to some faint wnd
waszccensful efforts, which were made towards restoring them to the

people.
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gard to civil objects, it was the supreme court
of appeal ; with regard to criminal matters, a
tribunal, constituted for the trial of all offences
that were committed by men in any public sta-
tion, or that affected the peace and majesty of
the Roman people. The exercise of the judi-
cial power became the most frequent and seri-
ous occupation of the senate; and the import-
ant causes that were pleaded before them, af-
forded a last refuge to the spirit of ancient elo-
quence, As a council of state, and as a court
of justice, the senate possessed very consider-
able prerogatives; but in its legislative capa-
city, in which it was supposed virtually to re-
present the people, the rights of sovereignty
were acknowledged to reside in that assembly.
Every power was derived from their authority,
every law was ratified by their sanction. Their
regular meetings were held on three stated days
in every month, the calends, the nones, and the
ides, 'Thedebates were conducted with decent
freedom; and the emperors themselves, who
gloried in the name of senators, sat; voted, and
divided with their equals.

109
CHAP.

SEEEAI TS

To resume, in a few words, the system of the 5, .
imperial government, as it was instituted by ideaofd

perial

Angustus,and maintained by those princes who system

understood their own interest and that of the
people, it may be defined an absolute monarchy
disguised by the forms of a commonwealth.

The masters of the Roman world surrounded *

_ their throne with darkness, concealed their irre-
sistible strength, and humbly professed them-
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CHAP. selves the accountable ministers of the senate,
....whose supreme decrees they dictated and
obeyed.!
coortof  The face of the court corresponded with the
the «mpe forms of the administration, The emperors, if
we except those tyrants whose capricious folly
violated every law of nature and decency, dis-
dained that pomp and ceremony which might
offend their countrymen, hut could add nothing
to their real power. In all the offices of life,
they affected to confound themselves with their
subjects, and maintained with them an equal
intercourse of visits and entertainments. Their
babit, their palace, their table, were suited only
to the rank of an opulent senator. Their family,
however numerous or splendid, was composed
entirely of their domestic slaves and freedmen.*
Augustus or Trajan would have blushed at em-
ploying the meanest of the Romans in those me-
nial offices, which, in the household and bed-
chamber of a limited monarch, are so eagerly.
solicited by the proudest nobles af Britain.

P L]

* Dion Cawsina 1. kii, p. 703.714) hus given a very ldose aml partial
sketch of the imperial system. To illustrate, and nften to correct, Lint,
T bave meditated Tacitus, exsmined Suetonins, and coosulted the fol-
lowing moderss: The Abbé de Ix Bletcric, in the Memwires de 'Acs-
demie des Inscriptions, tom, xix, xxi, xxiv axv, xxvii. Bezufort,
Republigoe Romalos, tom, i, p. 355-275. The Dimertations of Noodt
and Qrovovies, ds lege Reyla, privted at Leyden, in the yeay 1781
Gravins de Imperio Rumano, p, 479-544 of bis Opusenin, Maffe} Ve-
rons Illustrata, p. i, p. 2435, &c.

o " A weak prince will always be governed by his domestics. The
power of slaves aggravated the shame of the Romans ; and the senate
patd eonrt to & Palles or u Narciswos., There bn a chance that a modery
farocrite may be a gentleman.
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The deification of the emperors* is the only cHap,
instance in which they departed from their ao-,,,,li,,,
customed prudence and modesty. The Asiatic pegce
Greeks were the first inventors, the successors of >
. Alexander the first objects, of this servile and
impious mode of adulation. 1t was easily trans-
ferred from the kings to the governors of Asia;
and the Roman magistrates very frequently were
adored as provincial deities, with the pomp of
altars and temples, of festivals and sacrifices.”
1t was natural that the emperors should not re.
fose what the proconsuls had accepted ; and the
divine honours which hoth the one and the other
received from the provinces, attested rather the
despotism than the servitude of Rome. But the
conquerors soon imitated the vanquished nations
in the arts of flattery; and the imperious spint
of the first Csartoo easily consented to assume,
during his lifetime, a place among the tutelar
deities of Rome. Themilder temper of his suc-
cessor declined 80 dangerous an ambition, which
was never afterwards revived, except by the
madness of Caligula and Domitian. Augustus
permitted indeed some of the provincial cities
to erect temples to his honour, on condition that
they shonld associate the worship of Rome with
that of the sovereign; he tolerated private super-

8ee x treatise of Vandale de Consecrutione Principum. It would
be rusicr for me to copy, then it bas been to verify, the quotations of
thkat Jearved Datchman. *

Y See a dimeriation of the Abbdé Mongault, in the first volume of Uhe
deademy of Inacriptioos
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OHap. stition, of which he might be the objeet;® but

L he contented himself with being revered by the
senate and people in his human character, and
wisely left to his successor, the care of his pub-
lic deification. A regular custom was introdu-
ced, that on the decease of every emperor who
had neither lived nor died like a tyrant, the se-
nate by a solemn decree should place him in the
number of the gods; and the ceremonies of his
apotheosis were blendid with those of his fune-
ral. This legal, and, as it should seem, inju-
dicious profanation, so abhorrent to eur stricter
principles, was received with a very faint mur-
mur,* by the easy nature of polytheism; but it
was received as an institution, not of religion
but of policy. We should disgrace the virtues
of the Antonines, by comparing them with the
vices of Hercules or Jupiter. Even the charac-
ters of Cesar or Angustus were far superior to
those of the popular deities. But it was the
misfortune of the former to live in an enlighten-
ed age, and their actions were too faithfully re-
corded to admit of such a mixture of fable and
mystery, as the devotion of the vulgar requires.
As soon as their divinity was established by
law, it sunk into oblivion, without contributing
either to their own fame, or to the dignity of
succeeding princes.

* Jerandasque tmum pet nomen ponimus aras, says Harace to the
emperor bimeelf; and Horace was well acquainted with the court of
Angustan.

See Cierro in Philippic, i, 6. Juiian in Casaribus. Togne Deem
templis jorabit Roma per ombras, is the indignant expression of Lucaw
but it is » patriotic, rather than & devont indignatian
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In the consideration of the imperial govern- CHAP.
ment, we have frequently mentioned the artful ........
founder,under his well-known title of Augustus, e of
which was not, however, conferred upon him till £
the edifice was almost completed. 'The obscure
name of Octavianus he derived from a mean fa-
mily in the little town of Aricia. It was stained
with the hlood of the proscription; and he was
desirous, had it heen possihle, to erase all me-
mory of his former life. The illustrions sur-
name of Cesar, he had assumed, as the adopted
son of the dictator; but he had too much good
sense, either to hope to be confounded, or to
wish to be compared, with that extraordinary
man. It was proposed in the senate, to dignify
their ministers with a newappellation; and after
a very serious discussion, that of Augustus was
chosen, among several others, as being the most
expressive of the character of peace and sancti-
ty, which he uniformly affected.” Adugusius was
therefore a perzonal, Cesar a family distinction.

The former should naturally have expired with
the prince on whom it was hestowed ; and how-
ever the latter was diffused by adoption and fe- .
malealliance, Nero wasthe last prince whocould
alledge any hereditary claim to thehonoursof the
Julian line. But, at the time of his death, the
practice of a century had inseparably connected
those appellations with the imperial dignity, and
they have been preserved byalong successiou of

* Dion Crssies, 1 ki, p. 710, with the curions annotutions of
Reymar.

¥OL. 1. 1
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emperors, Romans, Greeks, Franks, and Ger-
mans, from the fall of the republic to the present
time. A distinction was, however, soon intro-
duced. The sacred title of Augustus wes al-
ways reserved for the monarch, whilst the name
of Cmsar was more freely communicated to his
relations; and, from the reign of Hadrian at
least, was appropriated to the second person in
the state, who was considered as the presump-
tive heir of the empire.

The tender respect of Augustus for a free con-

od policy gtitntion which he had destroyed, can only be

explained by an attentive consideration of the
character of that subtle tyrant. A cool head,an
unfeeling heart, and a cowardly disposition,
prompted him, at the age of nineteen, to assumae
themask of hypocrisy, which heneverafterwards
laid aside. With the same hand, and probably
with the same temper, he signed the proscription
of Cicero, and the pardon of Cinna. His vir-
tues, and cven his vices, were artificial; and
according to the various dictates of his interest,
he was at first the enemy, and at last the father,
of the Roman world. When he framed the
artful system of the imperial authority, hismode-
ration was inspired by his fears. He wished to

* As Octavisoms advanced to the bengoet of the Casars, hin colamr
ehanged like that of the camelion; pale at first, then red, afterwards
black ; he at Iast assumed the mild livery of Venus snd ihe graces
{Casars, p. 3°0). This imxge, employed hy Juliaz, in his ingeniows
fietion, is just and elegant; bnt whea he considers this chenge of cha-
racter as real, snd ascribes it to the powrer of philosopky, he does oo

‘mwach hononr to philosophy, and Lo Octavianus,
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decerve the people by an image of civil libety, cHAL.
and the armies by an image of civil govern- etvmeope
ment,

1. The death of Cesar was ever before his rmage of
eyes. He had lavished wealth and honours on f,:’,';’;;",;
his adherents; but the most favoured friends of -
his unclewere in the number of the conspirators.

The fidelity of the legions might defend his au-
thority against open rebellion; but their vigi-
lance could not secure his person from the dag-
ger of a determinedrepublican; and the Romans,
who revered the memory of Brutus,’ would ap-
plaud the imitation of his virtue. Casar had
provoked his fate, as much by the ostentation of
his power, as by his power itself. The consul
or the tribune might have reigned in peace.
The title of king had armed the Romans against
his life. Augustus was sensible that mankind is
governed by names ; nor was he deceived in his
expectation, that the senate and people would
submit to slavery, provided they were respect-
fully assured that they still enjoyed their an-
cient freedom. A feeble senate and enervated
people cheerfully acquiesced in the pleasing il
lusion, as long as it was supported by the vir-
tue, or even by the prudence, of the successors
of Augustus. It was a motive of self-preserva-
tion, not a principle of liberty, that animated
the conspirators against Caligula, Nero, and
Domitian. They attacked the person of the

¢ Two centurits after the esinblishment of nioharchy, the emperar
Mayens Antonings recommnends the character of Hrutus aa 8 perfoat
model of Romax virtue.

19
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CHAP. tyrant, withount aiming their blow at the autho-
... Tity of the emnperor.

P YT YY)

Anemptof There appears, indeed, one memorable occa-
thesenate gion, in which the senate, after seventy years of
‘é“}i“h‘ﬁ. patience, made an ineffectual attempt to reas-
sume its long-forgotten rights. When the throne

was vacant by the murder of Caligula, the con-

suls convoked that assembly in the capitol, con-
demned the memory of the Cmsars, gave the
watch-word liberty to the few cohorts who faint-

ly adhered to their standard, and during eight-
and-forty hours, acted as the independent chiefs

of a free commonwealth. But while they deli
berated, the pretorian gunards had resolved.

The stupid Claudius, brother of Germanicus,

was alreadyin their camp, invested with th*
imperial purple, and prepared to support his
election by arms. The dream of liberty was at

an end; and the senate awoke to all the horrors

of inevitable servitude, Deserted by the peo
ple, and threatened by a military force, that

feeble assembly was compelled to ratify the
choice of the preetorians, and to embrace the be-
nefit of an amnesty, which Claudius had the pru-

dence to offer, and the generosity to observe.’
Tosgeof 1L The insolence of the armies inspired Au-
wment for  gustus with fears of a still more alarming nature,
ewmio The despair of the citizens could only attempt,
what the power of the soldiers was, at any time
* It Is much to be regretted, that we have lost the part of Taciim
which trented of that transaciion. We are forced to content ourselves

with the popular romours of Jusepbuw, 2nd the imperfect hinis of Dice
and Saciomive
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able to execute. How precarious was his own CHAE.

authority over men whom he had taught to vio- ,.,f,,;,,

late every social duty! He had heard their se-

ditious clamours; he dreaded their calmer mo-

ments of reflection. Oune revolution had been

purchased by immense rewards; but a second

revolution might double those rewards. The
professed the fondest attachinent to the

h of Cesar; but the attachments of the

multitade are capricious and inconstant. Au-

gustus sumroned to his aid whatever remained

in those fierce minds of Roman prejudices; en-

forced the rigour of discipline by the sanction

of the law; and, interposing the majesty of the

senate between the emperor and the arms, bold-

ly claimed their allegiance, as the first magis-

trate of the republic.’

During a long period of two hundred and py ...
twenty years, from the establishment of this art- dience.
ful system to the death of Commodus, the dan-
gers inherent to a military government were, in
a great measure, suspended. The soldiers were
seldom roused to that fatal sense of their own
strength, and of the weakness of the civil autho-
rity, which was, before and afterwards, produc-
tive of such dreadful calamities. Caligula and
Domitian were assassinated in their palace by
their own domestics: the convulsions which agi-
tated Rome on the death of the former, were
confined to the walls of the city. But Nero in-

f Augnstn.; restored the ancient lércrity of discipilve. After the
«ivil wars, e dropped the endearing name of fellow~soldlers, and cul-
led them only aoldiers (Bneton. o Angust, ¢, 35). See the use Tibe.

rims made of the senate, in the matiny of the Pannonian legiom (Tacit.
Amnal. i}
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volved the whole empire in his ruin. In the
space of eighteen months, four princes perished
by the sword; and the Roman world was sha-
ken by the fury of the contending armies. Ex-
cepting only this short, though violent, eruption
of military licence, the two centuries from Au-
gustus to Commodus passed away unstained
with civil blood, and undisturbed by revolu-
tions. The emperor was elected by ke awtho-
rity of the senate, and the consent of the soldiers.
The legions respected their oath of fidelity; and
it requires a minute inspection of the Roman
annals, to discover three inconsiderable rebel-
lions, which were all suppressed in a few months,
and without even the hazard of a battle.*

In the elective monarchies, the vacancy of
the throne is a moment big with danger and
mischief. The Roman emperors, desirous to
spare the legions that interval of suspense, and
the temptation of an irregular choice, invested
their designed successor with so large a share
of present power, as should enable him, after
their decease, to assume the remainder, without
suffering the empire to perceive the change of
masters, Thus Augustus after all his fairer

® These words seera to have been the comstitutlonal language. See
Tagit, Apnal. xii, 4.

L The first was Camillns Scribonianus, who teok np arms im
Damatis agaitist Claudius, and was deserted by his own troope in
five days. Tue second, L. Antonims, i Germuny, who rebelled
sgaivst Dombtmn ; and the third, Avidios Cassiva, in the reigon of
M. Anteninus. The two last reigned bot a few months, and were
cnt -off by their own adherents. We may observe, that bath Camil-
ins aod Cassiva coloured their ambitien with the design of restoring -
the republic; o task, said Cassins, peculiariy reserved for Lis name and
family
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prospects had been snatched from him by un- cHar,
timely deaths, rested his last hopes on Tiberius, ..........
obtained for his adopted son the censorialand orTive.
tribunitian powers, and dictated a law, by which ™**
the future prince was invested with an autho-

rity equal to his own, over the provinces and

the armies.’ Thus Vespasian subdued the ge- 0f Titus.
nerous mind of his eldest son. Titus was adorn-

ed by the eastern legions, which, under his com-
mand, had recently achieved the conquest of
Judea. His power was dreaded, and, as his vir-

tues wereclouded by the intemperance of youth,

his designs were suspected. Instead of listen-

ing to such unworthy suspicions, the prudent
monarch associated Titus to the full powers of

the imperial dignity ; and the grateful son ever
approved himself the humble and faithful minis-

ter of so indulgent a father.*

“The good sense of Vespasian engaged him in- The rec
deed to embrace every measure that might con- f::.ui,ﬁ"
firm his recent and precarious elevation. The {i Fxh
military oath, and the fidelity of the troops, had
been consecrated, by the habits of an hundred
years, to the name and family of the Cesars;
and although that family had been continued
only by the fictitious rite of adoption, the Ro-
maus still revered, in the persoun of Nero, the
grandson of Germanicus, and the Iineal succes-
sor of Augustus. It was not without reluctance
and remorse, that the pretorian guards had

¥ Valleins Patercalns, 1. ii, ¢. 131.  Soeton. in Tiber. ¢, 20.
® Bueton. in Tit. ¢. 5. Pln. in Prefat. Hut, Natur.
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been persuaded to abandon the cause of the ty-

. rant’ The rapid downfal of Galba, Otho, and

& D, 08,
Adepion
and cha-
racter of
Trajan,

Vitellius, taught the armies to consider the em-
perors as the creatures of their will, and the
instruments of ¢Aar licence, The birth of Ves-
pasian was mean; his grandfather had been a
private soldier, his father a petty officer of the
revenue;™ bis own merit had raised him, in an
advanced age, to the empire ; but his merit was
rather useful than shining, and his virtues were
disgraced by a strict and even sordid parsi-
mony. Such a prince consulted his true inte-
rest by the association of a son, whose more
splendid and amiable character might turn the
public attention, from the obscure origin, to the
future glories, of the Flavian house. Under
the mild administration of Titus, the Roman
world enjoyed a transient felicity, and his be-
loved memory served to protect, above fifteen
years, the vices of his brother Domitian.
Nerva had scarcely accepted the purple from
the assassins of Domitian, before he discover-
ed that his feeble age was unable to stem the
torrent of public disorders, which had multi-
plied under the long tyranny of his predecessor.
His mild disposition was respected by thegood;
but the degenerate Romars required a more
vigorous character, whose justice should strike
terror into the guilty, Though he had several

! This idea is frequently and strongly incnicated by Tucitas, Hew
Hist. i, &, 18, i, 76.

 The emperor Veapasian, with bis nsuat good sense, langhed st the
gencalogists, who deduced his family from F Ea\rlm, the founder of Reate
{his native country}, and one of the companions of Hercules Buet. in

Yespasino c. 18,
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cnap. peaceably acknowledged ar his lawful succes-
mfff;m gor. Under his reign, as has been already meu-
tioned, the empire flourished in peace and pros-
perity. He encouraged the arts, reformed the
laws, asserted military discipline, and visited all
his provinces in person. His vast and active
genius was equally suited to the most enlarged
views, and the minute details of civil policy.
But the ruling passions of his soul were curio-
sity and vanity. As they prevailed, and as
they were attracted by different objects, Had-
rian was, by turns, an excellent prince, a ridi-
culous sophist, and a zealous tyrant. The
general tenor of his conduct deserved praise
for its equity and moderation. Yet in the first
days of his reign, he put to death four consular
senators, his personal enemies, and men who
had been judged worthy of empire; and the
tediousness of a painful iliness rendered him, at
last, peevish and cruel. The senate doubted
whether they should pronounce him a god or a
tyrant; and the honours decreed to his me-
mory were granted to the prayers of the pious

Antoninus.?
Adoption  The caprice of Hadrian influenced his choice
Sribee of a successor. Afier revolving in his mind se-
{pooeer veral men of distinguished merit, whom he
esteemed and hated, he adopted Alius Verus, a
gay and voluptuous nobleman, recommended
by uncommon beauty to the lover of Antinous.*

4 Dien (Ixx, p. 1171).  Aunrel. Vietor.

* The deification of Actinons, his meduls, rtutues, temple, city, ora.
¢les, and coustellation, are well known, and still dishoncur tke memory

of Hadrisu. Yet we may remark, that of the finst fifteen emperors,
' Claadims
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But while Hadrian was delighting himself with CHAP,
his own applause, and the acclamations of the........,
soldiers, whose consent had been secured by an
immense donative, the new Cesar® was ravished

from his embraces by an untimely death. *He

left only one son. Hadrian commended the

boy to the gratitude of the Antonines. He was
adopted by Pius; and, on the accession of Mar-

cus, was invested with an equal share of sove-

reign power. Among the many vices of this
younger Yerus, he possessed one virtue; a duti-

ful reverence for his wiser colleague, to whom

he willingly abandoned the ruder cares of em-

pire. The philosophic emperor dissembled his
follies, lamented his early death, and cast a de-

cent veil over his memory.

As soon as Hadrian's passion was either gra- Adoplion
tiied or disappointed, he resolved to deserve the antonices.
thanks of posterity, by placing the most exalted
merit on the Reman throne. His discerning eye
easily discovered a senator about fifty years of
age, blameless in all the offices of life; and a
youth of about seventeen, whose riper years
opened a fair prospect of every virtue; the elder
of these was declared e son and successor of
Hadrian, on condition, however, that he himself
should immediately adopt the younger. The
two Antonines (for it 13 of them that we are now
speaking) governed the Roman world forty-two 4. ». 138

Clandius was the ouly ome whose teste in love wan entirely correct.
For the honoors of Antinons, sce Spanheim Commentaire sur les Cr-
sans de Jolien, p. B0,

* Hist. August. p. 13 Aurclius Victor lo Epitom,
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OHAP. years, with the same invariable spirit of wisdom
.,Hf'..,. and virtue. Although Pius bad two sons,' he
’ preferred the welfare of Rome to the interest of
his family, gave his daughter Faustina in mar-
riage to young Marcus, obtained from the se-
nate the tribunitian and proconsular powers, and
with a noble disdain, or rather ignorance of jea-
lousy, associated bim to all the labours of go-
vernment. Marcus, on the other hand, revered
the character of his benefactor, loved him as a
parent, obeyed him as his sovereign,® and, after
he was no more, regulated his own administra-
tion by the example and maxims of his prede-
cessor. Their united reigns are possibly the
only period of history in which the happiness
-of a great people was the sole object of govern-
: meunt.
Clancter  Tiiug Antoninus Pius has been justly denomi-
o Pis. nated a second Numa. The same love of reli-
gion, justice, and peace, was the distinguishing
cbaracteristic of both princes. But the situation
of the latter opened a much larger field for the
exercise of those virtues. Numa could only
prevent a few neighbouring villages from plun-
dering each other’s harvests. Antoninus diffused
order and tranquillity over the greatest part of
the earth. His reign is marked by the rare ad-
vantage of furnishing very few materials for bis-
tory ; which is, indeed, little more than the

* Withont the Liclp of medals and inscriptions, we should be ignarant
of this fact, 5o henonrabie to the memary of Pins,

* Dnrlag the twenty-three yesrs of Pius's reign, Marcus wax anly
two nights sbsent from the palacy, and even thore were at different
times. Mit. Augnst, p. 25,



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

register of the crimes, follies, and misfortunes
of mankind. In private life, he was an ami-

able, as well as a good man. The native sim-
plicity of his virtue was a stranger to vanity or
affectation. He enjoyed, with moderation, the
conveniencies of his fortune, and the innocent
pleasures of society;* and the Lenevolence of
his soul displayed itselfin a cheerful serenity of
temper.

The virtue of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus was
of a severe and more laborious kind.” It was
the well-earned harvest of many a learned con-
ference, of many a patient lecture, and many a
midnight lucubration. At the age of twelve
years, he embraced the rigid system of the stoics,
which faught him to suhmit his bedy to his
mind, his passions to his reason; to consider
virtue as the only good, vice as the ouly evil,
all things external, as things indifferent.” His

* He wui fond of the theatre, and oot Insensible to the charms of the
fair wex, Marcons Antouinos, i, 16. Hist Avgust. p. 20,21, Jullan
{n Ceesar,

? The enemien of Marcus charged him with hypocrisy, and with 2
want of that simplicity wbich distinguisbed Pios, and even Veras{Hist.
Augwet. 8.34)  This anspicion, sujust as it was, may serve to acconng
for the soperior applame bestowed apon penvonml qualificatlons, ia
prefrrence 10 the social virives, Even Marcos Antoninus hus brem
ealled a hypocrite, but the wildeat scepticiam, never insivuated that
Carsar might poesibly be a coward, ot Tully & fool. Wit and valonr
are qualifications more emsily ascertmined than bumasity or the love of
Justice.

* Tacitos hax characterized in a fewr words, the principles of the
portico: Doctores sapientise secntas est, qui eola bonw qum honesta,
mala tantum yuee Lorpia; potentiam, nobilitatem, covternque extru nain
wum, neqoe bonis neque majby sdoumerant.  Tacit Hut, i, 5.
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CRAP. meditations, composed in the tumult of a camp,
werrwewere BF€ 81il] extant; and he even condescended to
give lessons of philosophy, in a more public
manner than was perhaps consistent with the
modesty of a sage, or the dignity of an empe-
ror.* Baut his life was the noblest commentary
on the precepts of Zeno. He was severe to him.
self, indulgent to the imperfection of others,
Just and beneficent to all mankind. He regret-
ted that A vidius Cassius, who excited a rebellion
in Syria, had disappointed him, by a voluntary
death, of the pleasure of converting an enemy in-
to a friend ; and he justified the sincerity of that
sentiment, by moderating the zeal of the senate
againwt the adherents of the traitor.® War He
detested, as the disgrace and calamity of human
pature; but when the necessity of a just defence
called upon him to take up arms, he readily ex-
posed his person to eight winter campaigns on
the frozen banks of the Danube, the severity of
which was at last fatal to the weakness of his
constitution. His memory was revered by a
grateful posterity; and above a century after
his deatl:, many persons preserved the image of
Marcus Antoninus among those of their house-
hold gods.

Happines  If @ man were called to fix the period in the
Fone B> history of the world during which the condition
of the human race was most happy and prosper-
* Before be went on the second expedition aguinst the Germams, he
read lecturen of philosophy to the Roman people during three days, He
had eiready done the aame in the cities of Greece and Asia. Hixr,

August. io Cussio. c. 3.

* Dion. ], txxi, p. 1100, Hist. August. in Avid, Caasio,
* Hist, Aoguat. in Mare. Antonin, c. 18,
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ous, he would without hesitation, name that
which elapsed from the death of Domitian to
the accession of Commodus. The vast extent of
the Roman empire was governed by absolute
power, under the guidance of virtue and wisdom.
The armies were restrained by the firm but
gentle hand of four successive emperors, whose
characters and authority commanded involun-
tary respect. The forms of the civil admini-
stration were - carefully preserved by Nerva,
Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines, who de-
lighted in the image of liberty, and were pleased
with considering themselves as the accountable
ministers of the laws. Such princes deserved
the honour of restoring the republic, had the
Romans of their days been capable of enjoying
a rational freedom.

The labours of these monarchs were overpald
by the immense reward that inseparably waited
on their success; by the honest pride of virtue,
and by the exquisite delight of beholding the ge-
neral happiness of which they were the authors.
A just, but melancholy reflection embittered,
however, the noblest of human enjoyments.
They must often have recollected the instability
of a happiness which depended ou the character
of a single man. The fatal moment was perhaps
approaching, when some licentious youth, or
some jealous tyrant, would abuse, to the de-
struction, that absolute power, which they had
. exerted for the benefit of their people. The
ideal restraints of the senate and the laws might
gerve to display the virtues, but could never
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correct the vices, of the emperor. 'The military
force was a blind and irresistible instrument of
oppression ; and the corruption of Roman man
ners would always supply flatterers eager to
applaud, and ministers prepared to serve, the
fear or the avarice, the lust or the cruelty, of
their masters.

These gloomy apprehensions had been al-

mans, The annals of the emperors exhihit a
strong and various picture of human nature,
which we should vainly seek among the mixed
and doubtful characters of modern history, In
the conduct of those monarchs we may trace
the utmost lipes of vice and virtue; the most
exalted perfection, and the meanest degeneracy
of our own species. The golden age of Trajan
and the Antonines had been preceded by an
age of iron, It is almost supefluous to enume-
rate the unworthy successors of Augustus.
Their unparalleled vices, and the splendid
theatre on which they were acted, have saved
them from oblivion. The dark unrelenting Ti-
berius, the furious Caligula, the feehle Clau-
dius, the profligate and cruel Nero, the beastly
Vitellius,’ and the timid inhuman Domitian,

4 Vitellloa consumed o mere émting, at feast six millions of our
mouey lu about seven months. Tt is not easy to express his vices with
dignity, or even decency. Tacitns fairly calls him » hog, but it is by
sabstitaticg to 1 coars¢ word a wery fine image. “ At Vitelling, um=
# Vraculis hortornm abdits, ut {gwema aximalia, quibos sl cibum sug-
# geray jscent torpentque, prieterite, instantia, futurs, pari ohlivione
“ dimiverat. Atque lliom nemore Arciuo desidem ¢f marcentem,” Xe.
Tacit. Hist. ill, 88, i, 95. Sueton. in Vitell, ¢. 13. Dion Camsins, L
ixr, p. 50GY,
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are condemned to everlasting infamy. During CHAP.
fourscore years (excepting only the short and rrevraron

doubtful respite of Vespasian's reign®) Rome
groaned beneath an unremitting tyranny, which
exterminated the ancient families of the repub-
lic, and was fatal to almost every virtue, and
every talent, that arose in that unhappy period.

Under the reign of these monsters, the slavery pecuar

of the Romans was accompanied with two pecu- e f

Liar cirumstances, the one occasioned by their Sy Ul

thei

former liberty, the other by their extensive cori- tyrmau.

quests, which rendered their condition more
completely wretched than that of the victims of
tyranny in any other age or country. From
these causes were derived, 1. The exquisite
weusibility of the sufferers; and, 2. The impos-
sibility of escaping from the hand of the op-
pressor.

%.

1. When Persia was govemed by the descend- Trsensibi
lity of the
ants of Sefi, a race of princes, whose WANton oientals

cruelty often stained their divan, their table, and
their bed, with the blood of their favourites,
there is a saying recorded of a young nobleman,
that he never departed from the sultan’s pre-
sence, without satisfying himself whether his
head was still on his shoulders. The experience
of every day might almost juystify the scepticism
of Rustan’ Yet the fatal sword, suspended
abdve him by a single thread, seems not to have

i
® The execution of Helwidios Priscus, and of the virtuons Eponina,

dilsgraced the reign of Vespasian.

? Yoywpe de Clardin em Perse, vol. iii, p. 293,
YoL. [. K



130

CHAP.
I

FEBSESEOE

THE DECIANE AND FALL

disturbed the slumbers, or interrupted the tran-
quillity, of the Persian. The monarch’s frown,
he well knew, could level him with the dust;
but the stroke of lightning or apoplexy might be
equally fatal; and it was the part ofa wise man,
to forget the inevitable calamities of human life
in the enjoyment of the fleeting hour. He was
dignified with the appellation of the king's slgve;
had, perhaps, been purchased from obgcure pa-
rents, in a country which he had never known;
and was trained up from his infancy in the se-
vere discipline of the seraglio® His name, his
wealth, his honours, were the gift of a master,
who might, without injustice, resume what be
had bestowed. Rustan’s knowledge, if he pos-
sessed any, could only serve to confirm his ha-

_bits by prejudices. His language afforded not

words for any form of government, except ab-
solute monarchy. The history of the East in-
formed him, that such had ever been the con-
dition of mankind.,* The Koran, and the inter-
preters of that divine book, inculcated to him,
that the sultan was the descendant of the pro-
phet, and the vicegerent of heaven; that pati-
ence was the first virtue of a muasulman, and
unlimited obedience the great duty of a sub-
Ject.

¢ Tire practice of raising slaves to the great offices of stats iv still
more common among the Torks than among the Persians, The mlser-
sbie countries of Georgia and Circassia supply rulers to the greatest
part of the east.

¥ Chadrian says, that European travellers have diffused among the
Persinns some ideas of the freedow wnd mijduess of our governments,
They have done them u very iil ¢ffice,
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The minds of the Romens were very diffeg- CHAP.

ently prepared-for slavery. Oppressed beneath, ,,,ff,l,,,,
the weight of their own corryption and, of mili- gpow.
tary.violence, they for a long while preserved the pis: =28
sentiments, or at least -the ideas, of their free- "“h'R'*
bom ancestors. The education of Helvidius and
Thrasea, of Tacitus and Pliny, was the same.as
that of Cato and Cicero. From Grecian phi-
losophy, they had imbibed the justest and mest
liberal notions of the digunity of human natnre,
and the origin of civil societg. 'The histary of
their own country had taught them to revere a
free, a virtuous, and a victorious commonwealith:
to abhor the successfol crimes of Cesar and Au-
gustus; and inwardly to despise those tyrants
whom they adored with the most abject 8attery.
Az magistratesand senators, they were admitted
into the great council, which had ance dictated
laws to the earth, whose name still gave a sane-
tion to the acts of the monarch, and whoseauthg-
rity waa so often prostituted to the vilest pur-
poses of tyranny. Tikerius, and those emperors
who adopted his maxims, attempted to disguise
their murders by the formalities of justice, and
perhaps enjoyed a secret pleasure in rendering
the senate their accomplice as well as their vic-
tim. By this assembly, the last of the Romans
. were contemned. for imaginary crimes and real
virtues. Their infamous accusers assumed the
language of independent patriots, who arraigned
a dangerous citizen before the tribunal of his
country; and the public service was rewarded

K2
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by riches and honours.! The servile judges

covemeees PrOfessed to assert the majesty of the common-

Extent of
their em-
pire lefnt
them no
place of
refoge,

wealth, violated in the person of its first magi-
strate,” whose clemency they most applauded
when they trembled the most at his inexorable
and impending cruelty! The tyrant beheld
their baseness with just contempt, and encoun-
tered their secret sentiments of detestation with
sincere and avowed hatred for the whole body
‘of the senate.

11, The division of Europe into a number of
independént states, connected, however, with

-each other by the general resemblance of religi-

on, language, and manners, is productive of the
most beneficial consequences to the liberty of
mankind. A modern tyrant, who should find
no resistance either in his own breast, or in his
people, would soon experience a gentle restraint
from the example of his equals, the dread of
present censnre, the advice of his allies, and the

‘V. They alleged the example of Scipio snd Cato {Tucit. Aopal, iil,
80). Marcellus Epiros and Crispus Vibijus had acquired two millions
and & helf opder Nere. Their wealth, which aggravated their crimcs,
protected them onder Yespasian., See Tacit. Hist. iv, 43, Dialoy. de
Orator. ¢, 8. For one accuaztion, Regnlus, the just object of Pliny*s
satire, received from the senate the consular ornaments, and l present
of aixty thousand pounds,

* The crime of mgjealy was formerly a tremsonzhle offence againat
th¢ Roman people, As tribunes of the people, Angustns and Tibe-
ros wpplied it to their own persons, wod extended it to wo infinite
Iatltode,

! After the virtdous eod unfortmoate widow of Germapicus had
been put 10 desth, Tiberius received the thaoks of the senate for his
elemency. She had uot been poblicly strangled; mor wws the bhody
drawn wilh & book to the Gemonige, where those of common roale-
Tactom were exposed. See Tacit. Acnal. vi) 25. Soetop in Tiberio,
e
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apprehbension of his enemies. Theobject of his cHar,
displeasure, escaping from the narrow Ihnits of .........,

his dominions, would easily obtain, in a happier

climate, a secure refuge, a new fortune adequate .

to his merit, the freedom of complaint, and per-
haps the means of revenge. But the empire of
the Romans filled the world, and when that
empire fell into the hands of a single person, the
world became a safe and dreary prison for hie
enemies. The slave of imperial despotism, whe-
ther he was condemnced to drag his gilded chain
in Rome and the senate, or to wear out a life of
exile on the barren rock of Seriphus, or the fro-
zen banks of the Danube, expected his fate in
silent despair,® To resist was fatal, and it was
impossible to fly. On every side he was encom-
passed with a vast extent of sea and land, which
he could never hope to traverse without being
discovered, seized, and restored to his irritated
master. Beyond the frontiers, his anxious view
could discover nothing, except the ocean, in-
hospitable deserts, bostile tribes of barbarians,
of fierce manners and unknown language, or
dependent kings, who would gladly purchasethe
emperor’s protection by the sacrifice of an ob-

™ Seriphus was & small rocky [sland in the Fgean sea, the inbabitants
of which were despised for their ignorance and obscurity. The place
aof Qvid’s exife is well known, by bis just, let nomanly Iamentations.
It shonid seem, that he only received mn order o leave Reme inse
sany days, sad ‘o transpori bimself to 'formi. Guards mand gaolers
Were UDLeCesMary.
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C!lMP- noxious fugitive.® * Wherever you are,” zad
... Cicero to the exiled Marcellus, * remember
“ that youn are equally within the power of ‘the

“ conqueror.”®

BAEB IO

i
* Under Tiberlus, o Roman knlght attempted to fly to the Parthisna,
He was stopt In the streights of Siclly; but so little danger did there
appear in the example, that the most jealous of tyrants dlsdained to
puniah it. Teclt. Annal. ¥i, 14.

* Gieero ad Fumiliares, iv, T
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CHAP. IV.

The cruelty, follies, and murder of Commodus,—
Election of Pertingx.—His atlempls to re-
Sorm the state.—His assassination of the pree-
torian guards,

THE mildness of Marcus, which the rigid cuap.
discipline of the stoics was unable to eradicate, IV-
formed, at the same time, the most amiable, 1ngur.
and the only defective, part of his character. " °
His excellent understanding was often deceived

by the unsuspecting goodness of his heart. Art-

fol men, who study the passions of princes, and
conceal their own, approached his person in the
disguise of philosophic sanctity, and acquired
riches and honours by affecting to despise them.*

His excessive indulgence to his brother, his wife,

and his sop, exceeded the bounds of private vir-

tue, and became a public injury, by the example

and consequences of their vices.

Faustina, the daughter of Pius, and the wife o nis wifs
of Marcus, had been as much celebrated for her F*®t=*s
gallantries as for her beauty. The grave gim-
plicity of the philosopher was ill calculated to
engage her wanton levity, or to fix that un-
bounded passion for variety, which often disco-
vered personal merit in the meanest of man-

* Bee Ute Complaints of Avidius Cassius, Fist. Augost. p. 43, These

are, it in troe, the complaigts of faction ; but even faction exaggerates,
rather than icvents.
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cHAP. kind.* The Cupid of the ancients, was, in gene-
....1al, a very sensnal deity; and the amours of an
empress, as they exact on her side the plainest
advances, are seldom susceptible of much senti-
mental delicacy. Marcus was the only man in
the empire who seemed ignorant or insensible of
the irregularities of Faustina; which, according
"to the prejudices of every age, reflected some
disgrace on the injured husband. He promoted
geveral of her lovers to posts of honour and pro-
fit* and during @ connection for thirty years,
invariably gave her proofs of the most tender
confidence, and of a respect which ended not
with her life. In his meditations, he thanks the
gods, who has bestowed on him a wife, so faith-
ful, so gentle, and of such a wonderful simpli-
city of manners.” The obsequious senate, at his
earnest request, declared her a goddess. She
was represented, in her temples, with the attri-
butes of Juno, Venus, and Ceres; and it was
decreed that, on the day of their nuptials, the
youth of either sex should pay their vows be-
fore the altar of their chaste patroness.*

FrErrryrrrs

b Fapstinam satis constat apod Cayetam, couditiones, 2ibi et nanticas
et giadiaterins, elegime. Hist, August. p. 80. Lampridins explaios
the sort of merit which Fanstine chose, and the comdilions whieh she
exacted. Hist. August. p, 102.

¢ Hist. Aogmet, p. 34.

¢ Meditat. 1. i. The world has laughed st the creduolity of Man
eus; but Madam Dacier masnres ws (2nd we may crcdit o lady),
that the hoshend will slwaye be deceived, if the wife condescends Lo
dissemble,

* Dion. Cassins, L Ixxi, p. 1195, Hist. August. p. 33. Commentairu
de 3panteim sur [es Cxsars de Julien, p. 289, The deifieation of Faus-
tina is the only defect which Julian'a cyiticism is ahit to discover in the
alt-accomplished charucter of Marcus.
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The monstrous vices of the son have cast a CHAP.

shade on the purity of the father’s virtues, It ,,,,I:',,,,
has been objected to Marcus, that he sacrificed to his son
the happiness of millions to a fond partiality for omme-
a worthless boy ; and that he chosea successor
in his own family, rather than in the republic.
Nothing, however, was neglected by the anxious
father, and by the men of virtue and learning
whom he summoned to his assistance, to expand
the narrow mind of young Commodus, to cor-
rect his growing vices, and to render him wor-
thy of the throne, for which he was designed.
But the power of instruction is seldom of much
efficacy, except. in those happy dispositions
where it is almost superfluous. The distasteful
lesson of a grave philosopher was, in a moment,
obliterated by the whisper of a profligate fa-
vourite ; and Marcus himself blasted the fruits
of thia laboured education, by admitting his son,
at the age of fourteen or fifteen, to a full partici-
pation of the imperial power. He lived but four
years afterwards; but he lived long enough to
repent a rash measure, which raised the impe-
tuous youth above the restraint of reason and
authority.

Most of the crimes whi ch disturb the internal Accession
peace of society, are produced by the restraints ;f,ﬁ:,‘(jj:;
which the necessary, but unequal laws of pro- medos
perty have imposed on the appetites of man-
kind, by confining to 2 few the possession of
those objects that are coveted by many. Ofall
our passions and appetites, the love of power is
of the most imperious and unsociable nature,
since the pride of one man requires the submis-
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CHAP. sign of the mmultitude. In the tumult of civil

rereromere disicord, the laws of society lose their force, and

their place is seldom supplied by those of hu-

manity. The ardour of contention, the pride

of victory, the despair of success, the memory

of past injuries, and the fear of future dangers,

all contribute to inflame the mind, and to #i-

lence the voice of pity. From such motives

almost every page of history has been stained

with civil blood; but these motives will not

aceount for the unprovoked cruelties of Com-

a 5.1%0. modus, who had nothing to wish, and every

thing to enjoy. “The beloved son of Marcus

succeeded .to his father, amidst the acclama-

tions of the senate and armies,’ and when he

ascended the throne, the happy youth saw

round him ueither competitor to remove, nor

enelnies to punish, In this calm elevated sta-

tion, it was surely natural, that he should pre-

fer the love of mankind to their detestation, the

muld glories of his five predecessors, to the ig-
nominious fate of Nero, and Domitian,

Charncter Y et Commodns was not, as he has been re-

§f Comnr regented, a tyger, born with an insatiate thirst

of human blood, and capable, from his infancy,

of the most inhuman actions* Nature had

formed him of a weak, rather than a wicked

disposition. His simplicity and timidity ren-

dered him the slave of his aftendants, who gra~

! Commodus was the first Porphyrogenilus (born since his fatber’s ac-

ccuajon to the throne). By a new stralo of flattery, the Egyptinn medals

date hy the years of ins life, as if they were syuonymous to thote of hs

reign.  Tillemont, Hist. des Empeteurs, tom, i, p. 768
® Hist. Augost. . 46.
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dually corrupted his mind. His cruelty, which cHar,
at first obeyed the dictates of others, degene- ,,.,l,,,,,,
‘rated into habit, and at length becanie the ro-

ling passion of his soul.*

Upon the death of his father, Commodus Hepeturm
found himself embarrassed with the command "° *°™*
of a great army, and the conduct of a difficult
war against the Quadi and Marcomanni.'!- - The
servile and profligate youths whom Marcus had
banished, soon regained their station 'and wflu-
ence about the new emperor. They exagperated
the hardships and dangers of a campaign in the
wild countries beyond the Danube; and they
assured the indolent prince, that the terror of
his name, and the arms of his lieutenants; would
be sufficient to complete the conquest of the
dismayed barbarians, or to impose such con-
ditions, as were more advantageous than any
conquest. By a dexterous application to his
sensual appetites, they compared tbe tranquil-
lity, the splendour, the refined pleasures of
Rome, with the tumult of a Pannonian camp,
which afforded neither ieisure nor materials for
fuxury* Commodus listened to the pleasing
advice; but whilst he hesitated between -his
own inclination, and the awe which he stlt
fetained for his father's counsellors, the sum-
ther insensibly elapsed, and his triumphal enttry
into the capital was deferred till the autumn.

® Dion. Cassias, 1. Ixxli, p. 1209

! According to Tertnilian {Apolog. c. 25), he died at Sirmfum. But
the simation of Vindobona, or Viencs, where both the Victors place
his death, is better udapted to the opcration of the war sgainst the Mar.

comanni and Quadi.
* Herodian, L i, p. 12,
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cuaP: His graceful person,' popular address, and ima-
w. . . .

eerenrerr. ginEd virtues, attracted the public favour; the
honourable peace which he had recently grant-
ed to the barbarians, diffused an universal joy ;™
hig impatience te revisit Rome was fondly aserib-
ed to the love of his country ; and his dissolute
course of amusements was faintly condemned
in a prince of nineteen years of age.

During the three first years of his reign, the
forms, and even the spirit of the old administra-
tion were maintained by those faithful counsel-
lors, to whom Marcus had recommended his
son, and for whose wisdom and integrity Com-
modus still entertained a reluctant esteem. The
young prince and. his profligate favourites re-
velled in all the licence of sovereign power; but
his hands were yet unstained with blood, and
he had even displayed a generosity of sentiment,
which might, perhaps, have ripened into solid
virtue.® . A fatal incident decided his fluctuat-
ing character.

lwennd. Ome€eveniug, as the emperor was returning to
wolen the palace,through a dark andnarrow portico in
s. 0. 183. the amphitheatre,® au assassin, who waited his
passage, rushed upon him with a drawn sword,
loudly exclaiming, “ The senate sends you this.”
The menace prevented the deed; the assassin
was seized by the guards, and immediately re-

! Heredinp, L. i, p. 16.

= "I'bis nniversal joy is well deseribed (from the medals ay well ua
historians} by Mr, Wotton, Hist, of Rome, p. 162, 193,

® Muniltos, the confidental secretary of Avidius Cassins, was disco-
vered after he had lain concealed several yenrs. The emperor nobly
relicred the public anxiety, by refusing to see him, and buroing his pa-
pers without apening them. Dion. Cassins, [xx, p. 1209,

* Bee Maffei degli Amplitl=atri, p. 126,
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venled the authors of the conspiracy. It had
been formed not in the state, but within the
walls of the palace. Lucilla, the emperors’
sister, and widow of Lucius Verus, impatient
of the second rank, and jealous of the reigning
empress, had armed the murderer against her
brother’s life. She had not ventured to com-
municate the black design to her second hus-
‘band Claudius Pompeianus, a senator of distin-
guished merit and unshaken loyalty; but a-
mong the crowd of her lovers (for she imitated
the manners of Faustina) she found men of des-
perate fortunes and wild ambition, who were
prepared to serve her more violent, as well as
‘her tender passmn% The conspirators expe-
rienced the rigour of justice, and the abandon-
ed princess was punished, first with exile, and
afterwards with death.?

But the words of the assassin sunk deep into
the mind of Commodus, and left an indelible
impression of fear and hatred-against the whole
bady of the senate. Those “hom he had dread-
ed as Importunate ministers, he now suspected
as secret enemies, The delators, a race of men
discouraged, and almost extinguished, under the
former reigns, again became formidable, as soon
-as they discovered that theemperor wasdesirous
of finding disaffection and treason in the senate,
Thatassembly, whom Marcus had ever consider-
edasthe great council of the nation, was compos-
ed of the most distinguished of the Romans; and

¥ Dioo, 1. Ixxii, p. 1304, Herodian, 1 i, p. 16. Hist, Angust.
P 5.
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cHAP. distinction of every kind soon became criminal.
‘... Thepossession of wealth stimulated the diligence
of the informers; rigid virtue implied a tacit
censure of the irregularities of Commodus; im-
portant services implied a dangerous superiority
of merit; and the friendship of the father always
ensured the aversion of the son. Suspicion wag
equivalent to proof; trial to condemnation. The
execution of a considerable senator was attend-
ed with the death of all who might lament or
revenge his fate; and when Commodus had
once tasted human blood, he became incapable

of pity br remorse,
MeQua. Of these innocent victims of tyranny, none
’,;::: bre- died more lamented than the two brothers of the
Quintilian family, Maximns and Condianus;
whose fraternal love has saved their names from
oblivion, and endeared their memory to posts-
rity. Their studies and their occupations, their
pursuits and their pleasures, were stjll the same.
In the enjoyment of a great estate, they never
admitted the idea of a separate interest; some
fragmentsarenowextant of a treatise which they
composed in common ; and in every action of
life it was observed, that their two bodies were
animated by one soul. The Antonines, who va-
lued their virtues, and delighted in their union,
raised them; in the same year, to the consul-
ghip; and Marcus afterwards entrasted to their
Jjoint care the civil administration of Greece,
and a great military command, in whicb they
obtained a signalvictory over the Germans. The

EL e
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kind cruelty of Commodus united them in CHAP.
death.t ... —ore
The tyrant's rage, after haviog shed the no- Ty miois.
blest blood of the senate, at length recoiled on [ Fesen-
the principal instrument of his cruelty. Whilat
Commodus was immersed in bjood and luxury,
he devolved the detail of the public business on
Perennis, a servile and ambitious minister, who
had obtained his post by the murder of his pre-
decessor, but who possessed a considerable
share of vigour and ability. By acta of extor-
tion, and the forfeited estates of the nobles sa-
crificed to his avarice, he had accumulated an
immense treasure. The preetorian guards were
under his immediate command; and his son,
who already discovered a military genius, was
at the head of the Illyrian legions. Perennis
aspired to the empire; or what, in the eyes of
Commodus, amounted to the same crime, he
was capable of aspiring to it, had he not been
prevented, surprised, and put to death. The ;. ». 162
fall of a minister is a very trifling incident in
the general history of the empire; but it was
hastened by an extraordinary circumstance,
which proved how much the nerves of disci-
pline were already relaxed. The legions of
Britain, discontented with the administration
of Perennis, formed a deputation of fifteen
hundred select men, with instructions to march
to Rome, and lay their complaints before the
emperor. These military petitioners, by their
4 In s note upon the Augustan History, Casaubon ban collected a

number of particulars concerning these celebrated brothers.  Bee p. 98
of hls learped commentary,
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own determined bebaviour, by inflaming the
_.. divisions of the guards, by exaggerating the
strencrth of the Brmsb army, and by alarming
the fears of Commodus, exacted and obtained
the minister's death, as the only redress of their
grievances” This presumption of a distant
army, and their discovery of the weakness of
government, was a sure presage of the most
dreadful convulsions.

The negligence of the public administration
was betrayed soon afterwards, by a new dis-
order, which arose from the smallest beginnings.
A spirit of desertion began to prevail among the
troops; and the deserters, instead of seeking
their safety in flight or concealment, infested.
the highways., Maternus, a private soldier, of
a daring boldness above his station, collected
these bands of robbers into a little army, set
open the prisons, invited the slaves to assert
their freedom, and plundered with impunity the
rich and defenceless cities of Gaul and Spain.
The governors of the provinces, who had long
been the spectators, and perhaps the partners,
'of his depredations, were at length roused from
their supine indolence by the threatening com-
mande of the emperor. Maternus found that
he was encompassed, and foresaw that he must
be overpowered. A great effort of despair was
his last resource. He ordered his followers to

* Dion, 1. Ixxii, p, 1210 ; Herodian, L i, p. 28; Hit Aogmt.
p- 48. Dion gives a mnoch jems odions character of Perconis, than
the other bistorinns. His moderation is almcat a pledge of his va.
recity.
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disperse, to pass tbe Alps in small parties and cHaP.
various disguiscs, and to assemble at Rome, ,,,f:m
during the licentious tumult of the festival of
Cybele To murder Commodus, and to ascend

the vacant throne, was the ambition of no vul-

gar robber. His measures were so ably con-
certed, that his concealed troops already filled

the streets of Rome. The envy of an accom-

plice discovered and ruined this singular-enter-

prise, in the moment when it was ripe for exe-
cution.’

Suspicious princes often promote the lowest The mim
of mankind, from a vain persuasion that those ter Clea
who have no dependence,. except on their fa-
vour, will have no attachment, except to the
person of their benefactor. Cleander, the suc-
cessor of Perennis, was a Phrygian by birth;
of a nation, over whose stubborn, but servile
temper, blows only could prevail* He bad
been sent from his native country to Rome, in
the capacity of a slave. As a slave be entered
the imperial palace, rendered himself useful to
his master’s passions, and rapidly ascended to
the most exalted station which a subject conld
enjoy. His influence over the mind of Com-
modus was much greater than that of his pre-

* During the second pnaic war, the Romans imported frem Asia the
worship of the mother of the gods. Her festival, the Meguleria, begun
oo the foorth of April, and Jasted six days. “The streets were crowded
with orad procenions, the theatyes with spectators, and the public ta-
bles with onhidden guests. Order and police were suspended, aud
pleasnre was the only serions business of tive city,  See Ovid de Faslis,
1Liv, 1M, &c.

* Herodian, 1. i, p. 23, 23,

= Cieero pro Fliacvo, e, 27

voL. 1, L
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decessor ; for Cleander was devoid of any abi.
lity or virtue which could inspire the emperor
with envy or distrust. Avarice was the reign.
ing passion of his soul, and the great principle
of his administration. ‘The rank of consul, of
patrician, of semator, was exposed to public -
sale; and it would have been considered as
disaffection, if any one had refused to purchase
these empty and disgraceful honours with the
greatest part of his fortune.* In the lucrative
provincial employments, the minister sbared
with the governor the spoils of the people. “The
execution of the laws was venal and arbitrary.
A wealthy criminal might obtain, not only the
reversal of the sentence by which he was justly
condemned, but might likewise inflict whatever
punishment he pleased on the accuser, the wit-
nesses, and the judge.

By these means, Cleander, in the space of
three years, had aeccumulated more wealth than
had ever yet been possessed by any freedman.?
Commodus was perfectly satisfied with the mag-
nificent presents whicb the artful courtier laid
at his feet in the most seasonable moments. To
divert the public envy, Cleander, under the emn-
peror's name, erected baths, porticos, and places
of exercise, for the use of the pcople’ He

= One of theae dear-bought promotions occanuned a current hoa mot,
that Julins Solon was bomished into the senate.
- ¥ Dion (I lxxii, p. 12, 18} observes, that uo frecdman bad possessed
riches equal to those of Cleander. The fortune of Pallss amonnted,
however, fo upwards of five and twenty hundred thomsand pounds;
&y miliies.

* Dion, 1. Ixxii, p. 12, 13; Herodian, 1. 1, p. 20 ; Hiat, August. p. §8
These batha were situated next the Porfa Caprma,  Hee Nardini Roma
Antica, p. 79,
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flattered himself that the Romans, dazzled and CHAP.

amused by this apparent liberality, wonld be ... ..

less affected by the bloody scenes which were

daily exhibited; that they would forget the

death of Byrrhus, a senator to whose superior

merit the late emperor had granted one of his

daughters ; and that they would forgive the

execution of Arins Antoninus, the last repre-

sentative of the name and virtues of the Anto-

nines. 'The former, with more integrity than

prudence, had attempted to disclose, to his

brother-in-law, the true character of Cleander.

An eqéiable senteace pronounced by the lat-

ter, wheg proconsul of Asia, against a worth-

lesa creature of the favourite, proved fatal to

him.* After the fall of Perennis, the terrors of

Commodas had, for a short time, assumed the

appearance of a return to virtue, He repeanled

the most odious of his aets, loaded his memory

with the public execration, and ascribed to the

pernicions counsels of that wicked minister, all

the errors of his- mexperienced youth. But his

repentance lasted only thirty days; and, onder

Cleander’s tyranny, the admimistration of Pe-

repuis was often regretted. ,
-efestilence and famine contributed to fill up g ...
be meganre of the calamities of Rome.* The and death

first codidbe enly imputed to the just indigna- der.

tion of the gods; but 2 monopoly of corn, sup-* > '™

ported by the riches and power of the minister,

* Hht. Avgust. p. 48, ) '

* Herodhn, 1. i, p. 29; Dion, L Fxuii, p, 1215.  The Iatter says, that
two thousand persons died every day at Roune, during a comsiderable
lengtl of time,
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with redoubled viclence against the gates of CHAP.

the palace, where Commodus lay, dissolved in ...

luxury, and alone unconscious of the civil war.
1t was death to approach his person with the
unwelcome news. He would have perished in
this supine security, had not two women, his
elder sister Fadilla, and Marcia, the most fa-
voured of his concubines, ventured to break in-
to his presence. Bathed in tears, and with
dishevelled hair, they threw themselves at his
feet; and with: all the pressing eloquence of

fear, discovered to the affrighted emperor the

crimes of the minister, the rage of the people,
and the impending ruin which, in a few minutes,
would burst over his palace and person. 'Com-
rodus started from his dream of pleasure, and
«ommanded that the head of Cleander should
be thrown out to the people. The desired
spectacle instantly appeased the tumult; and
the son of Marcus might even yet have regain-
ed the affection and confidence of his subjects.*

o

But every sentiment of virtue and humanity p,ouce
was extinct in the mind of Commodus. Whilst pieasres

he thus abandoned the reins of empire to these dus.

anworthy favourites, he valued nothing in sove-
reign power, except the unbounded licence of
indulging his sensual appetites. His hours
were spent in a seraglio of three hundred besu-
tifal women, and as many boys, of every rank,
and of every province; and, wherever the arts
of seduction proved ineffectual, the brutal lover

* Dion Camioa, ] lrxti, p. 1315 ; Herodlan, 1. i. p. 32; Hist. Ao
gust, p. 48

——
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CHAP. had recourse to violence. The ancient’ histo-
... rians have expatiated on these abandoned scenes
of prostitution, which scorned every restraint of
nature or modesty; but it would not be easy to
tranelate their too faithful descriptions into the
decency of modern language. The intervals of
lust were filled up with the basest amusements,
Hisignor- The influence of a polite age, and the labour of
ff:'.;:,':., an attentive education, had never been able to
" infuse into his rude and brutish mind tbe least
tincture of learning ; and he was the first of the
Roman emperors totally devoid of taste for the
pleasures of the understanding. Nero himself
excelled, or affected to excel, in the elegant arts

of music and poetry; nor should we despise his
pursuits, had he not converted the pleasing re-
laxation of a leisure bour into the serious busi-

ness and ambition of his life. But Commodus,

from hig earliest infancy, discovered an aversion

to whatever was rational or liberal, and a fond
attachment to the amusements of the populace;

the sports of the circus and amphitheatre, the
combats of gladiators, and tbe hunting of wild

beasts. The masters in every branch of learn-

ing, whoin Marcus provided for his son, were

heard with inattention and disgust; whilst the

Moors and Parthians, who taught him to dart

the javelin and to shoot with the bow, found a
disciple who delighted in his application, and

f Boreribns suis constopratis. Ipaxs concobines soms sob oculis
suls stuprari jubebal, Nec irruentlom {0 ae juvensm carcbat infamik,
omni paric corporis atque ore in sexum ntrumque pollutus  Hist.
Aug. p. 47.
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blance,and styled himself (ax we still read on his
medals") the Roman Hercules. The club and
the lion’s hide were placed by the side of the
throne, amongst the ensigns of sovereignty ; and
statutes were erected, in which Commodus was
represented in the character, and with the attri-
butes of the god, whose valour and dexterity he
endeavoured to emulate in the daily course of
his ferocious amusements.!

Elated with these praises, which gradually
extinguished the innate sense of shame, Com-

e amphl- mod us resolved to exhihit, before the eyes of

the Roman people, those exercises, which till
then he had decently confined within the walls
of kis palace, and to the presence of a few fa-
vourites. On the appointed day, the various
motives of flattery, fear, and curiosity, attracted
to the amphitheatre an inrumerable multitude
of spectators ; and some degree of applause was
deservedly hestowed on the uncommion skill of
the imperial performer. Whether he aimed at
the head or heart of the animal, the wound was
alike certain and mortal. With arrows whose
point was shaped into the form of a crescent,
Commodus often intercepted the rapid career,
and cut asunder the long bony neck of the os-
trich* A panther was let loose; and the archer
waited till he had leaped upon a tremhling ma-
lefactor. In the same instent the shaft flew, the
beast dropt dead, and the man remained unhurt.
» Spanheim de Numlumat, Dissertat. ail, tom. Li, p. 403,
t Dion, i, Iaxii, p. 1914. Hist, Augost. p. 46.

* The ostrich’s meck is three fect long, and composed of sevintren
verichre.  Sce Boffon, Hist, Naturelie.
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The dens of the amphitheatre disgorged at once
a hundred lions; a hundred darts from the up-
erring hand of Commodus laid them dead as
they ran raging round the arema. Neither the
huge bulk of the elephant, nor the scaly hide of
the rhinoceros, could defend them from his
stroke. Ethiopia and India yielded their most
extraordinary productions; and several animals
were slain in the amphitheatre, which had been
seen only in the representations of art, or per-
haps of fancy.! In all these exhibitions, the
securest precautions were used to protect the
person of the Roman Hercules from the despe-
rate spring of any savage, who might possibly
disregard the dignity of the emperor, and the
sanctity of the god.®

But the méanest of the populace were affected
with shame and indignation when they beheld
their sovereign enter the lists as a gladiator, and
gloryin a profession whichthe lawsand manners
of the Romans had branded with the justest note
of infamy,* He chose the habit and arms of

! Commodus hilled a emmelopardalis or gireffe {Dion, 1. lxxii,
p. 1911), the wallest, the most gentle, wnd the most tseiess of the
large qosdropeds, This dlogular wnimal, s Dative only of the inte-
rior parts of Africa, lins Dot been seen in Earope since the revival of
betters : and (hough M. de Boffon {Hist. Naturelle, tom. xiii.} bas
endeavoured to descrile, be bas Dot vemtured to delineate the gi-
raffe.

" Herodian, 1. I, p. 87, His Angmt. p. 80,

* The virtnons, and even the wise, princes forhade the senstors wnd
kpights to emhrace ihis scsadalows profesaion, onder pain of infamy,
or, what was more dresded hy those profligate wreiches, of exlle. The
tyran sllured them to dishononr by threats und rewards. Nero once
prodoced, in the arens, forty senstors end sixty knights. See Lipsina,
Satnrpalin, I, §i, e. 2. He bas happily corrected a pusmage of Buets~
mit, in Nerote, ¢. 1% .
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cuAr. the secutor, whose combat with the retiarius
....formed one of the most lively scenes in the
bloody sports of the amphitheatre. The secutor
was armed with an helmet,sword, and buckler;
his naked antagonist had only a large net and a
trident; with the onehe endeavoured to entangle,
with the other to dispatch, his enemy. If he
missed the first throw, he was obliged to fly
from the pursuit of the secutor, till he had pre-
pared his net for a second cast.° The emperor
fought in this character seven hundred and
thirty-five several times. Thesegloriousachieve-
ments were carefully recorded in the public acts

of the empire; and that he might omit no cir-
cumstance of infamy, he received from the comn-
mon fund of gladiators, a stipend s0 exorbitant,
that it became a new and most ignominious tax
upon the Roman people.? It may be easily sup-
posed, that in these engagements the master of
the world was always succesaful : in the amphi-
theatre his victories were not often sanguinary ;
but when he exercised his skill in the school of
gladiators, or his own palace, his wretched an-
tagonists were frequently honoured with a mor-
ta]l wound from the hand of Commodus, and
obliged to seal their flattery with their blood.*
Hisinfomy He now disdained the appellation of Hercules.

d -
sagwnoe, 'The name of Paulus, a celebrated secutor, was .

LT EF e

* Lipsing, L ii, €. 7, 8. Juvenal, In the elghth satire, gives a pio.
turespuc description of this combat,

? Hist, Angoat. p. 80, Dien, L Ixxii, p. 1220. He received for each
time, decies, wbout £8000 steriing.

% Victor tells o, that Commodus only allowed his antagounlsts e
Jeaden weapen, dreading most probably the conscquences of their
despair,
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amusements, History has preserved a long list
of consular senators sacrificed to his wanton
suspicion, which sought out, with peculiar
anxiety, those unfortunate persons, connected,
however remotely, with the family of the Anto-
nines, without sparing even the ministers of his
crimes or pleasures” His cruelty proved at
last fatal to himself. He had shed with impu-
nity the nohlest hlood of Itome: he perished
as soon as he was dreaded by hisown domestics.
Marcia, his favourite concuhine, Eclectus, his
chamberlain, and Lewtus his pretorian prefect,
alarmed hy the fate of their companions and
predecessors, resolved to prevent the destruction
which every hour hung over their heads, either
from the mad caprice of the tyrant, or the sud-
den indignation of the people. Marcia seized
the occasion of presenting a draught of wine to
her lover, after he bad fatizued himself with
hunting some wild heasts. Commodus retired
to sleep ; but whilst be was labouring with the
eflfects of poison and drunkenness, a robust
youth, by profession a wrestler, entered his
chamber, and strangled him without resistance.
The body was secretly conveyed out of the pa-
lace, before the least suspicion was entertained
in the city, or even in the court, of the emper-
or's death. Such was the fate of the sou-of
Marcus, and so easy was it to destroy a hated
tyrant, who, by the artificial powers of govern-
ment, had oppressed, during thirteen years, 50

¥ The prefects were changed almost haurly or daily ; and the eap-

rice of Commodur was often fatal to his most favourlte chamberisioy.
Hist. Augnst. p. 40, 5. :
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CHAP. the friends and misiers of Marcus; and when
at & late hour of the night, Lie was awakened
with the news that the chamberlain and the pre-
feet were at his door, he received them with in-
trepid resignation, and desired they would exe-
cute their master's orders, Instead of death,
they offered him the throne of the Roman werld.
During some moments he distrusted their inten-
tiong and assurances. Convinced at length of
the death of Cermmodus, he accepted the purple
witn a sincere reluctance, the matural eflect of
ki knowledge both of the dutles and the dan.
gers of the supreme rank.* .
Heisse-  Latus conducted without delay his new em
Hi1yns peror to the camp of the praitorians, diffusing at
P, the same time throngh thecity a seasonable re-
port that Commodus died suddendy of an apo-
plexy, and that the virtuous Pertinax had al-
‘ready succeeded to the throne, The guards
were rather surprised than pleased with the
suspicious death of a prince, whose indulgence
and liberality they alone had experienced; but
the emergency of the occasion, the authority of
their prefect, the reputation of Pertinax, and
the clamours of the people, obliged them to
stifle their secret discontents, to accept the do-
native promised of the new emperor, to swear
allegiance to-him, and with joyful acclamations
and laurels in their hands to conduct him tothe

S spwLETE,

comanl of Africa. 20. Prefect of the cify, Herodian (1. i, p. 48) does
Justice to his dininteresied apirit; but Capitelinns, who collected every
poptilar remoor, charges him with & great fortune, acquired by bribery
sid corruption.

¥ Juliag, in the Caars, taxes bim with being accessory to the deatk
of Commodus.
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senate-house, that the military consent mighf be CHAP.

ratified by the ctvil authority. ' s
This important night was now far spent; with .,4.y e

the dawn of day, and the commencement of the 0%,

new year, the senators expected & summons te st Jamu-

attend an ignominions ceremony. In spite ofall ™

remonstrances, even of those of his creatures,

who yet preserved any regard for prudence or

decency, Commodus had resolved to pass the

night in the gladiator’s school, and from thence

to take possession of the consulship, in the habit

and with the attendance of that infanmous crew. ,

On a sudden, before the break of day, the senate

was called together in the temple of Concord, to

meet the guards, and to ratify the election of a

aew emperor, For a few minutes they sat in

silent suspense, doubtful of their unexpected

deliverance, and suspicious of the cruel artifices

~ of Commodus; hut when at length they were

' assured that the tyrant was no more, they re-

signed themselves to all the transports of joy

and indignation. Pertinax, who modestly re-

presented the meanness of his extraction, and

pointed out several noble senators more desery-

ing than himself of the empire, was constrained

by their dutiful violence to ascend the throne,

and received all the titles of imperial power,

confirmed by the most sincere vows of fidelity.

'The memory of Commodus was branded with Tue ine.

eternal infamy. The names of tyrant, of gla-go¥°f

diator, of public enemy, resounded in every duedeciar

corner of the house. They decreed, in tumul- mews.

tuous votes, that his honours should be rever-



160 . THE DECLINE AND PALL'

CHAP. sed, his titles erased from -the  puhlic ‘monu-

areeres... ments, his statues thrown down, his body drag-
ged with a hook into the stripping-room of the
gladiators, {o satiate the public fury; and they.
expressed some indignation against those offi-.
cious servants who had already presurmed to
screen his remains from the justice of the se-
nate. But Pertinax could not refuse those last
rites to the memory of Marcus, and the tears
of his first protector Claudius Pompeianus, who
lamented the cruel fate of his brother-in-law,
and lamented still more that he had deserved
it.*

Lemljn- These effusions of impotent rage against a

of the se- dead emperor, whom the senate had flattered

'ﬁf,‘i;ﬁ when alive with the most ahject servility, be

™ trayed a just hut ungenerous spirit of revenge.
The legality of these decrees was however sup-
ported by the principles of the imperial consti-
tution. To censure, to depose, or to, punish
with death, the first magistrate of the republic,
who had abused his delegated trust, was the
ancient and undoubted prerogative of the Ro-
man senate;” but that feeble assemhly was
obliged to content itself with inflicting on a
fallen tyrant that public justice, from which,
during his life and reign, he had been shielded
by the strong arm of military despotism.

* Capitolinma gives uvs the particulers of theze tumnitozry votes,
which were moved by one senstor, aud repeated, or rather chunted,
by the whale body. Hist. Acgust. ps 59,

b The senate condemned Nero to be pnt to death mor¢ sqgjeram,
Beuton, ¢, 48,
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Pertinax found a nobler way of condemning cHar.
his predecessor'a memory, by the contrast of his V"
own virtues with the vices of Commodus. On Virtner of
the day of his accession, he resigned over to his ¥ 4™<
wife and son his whole private fortune, that they
might have no pretence to solicit favours at the
expence of the state. He refused to flatter the
vanity of the former with the title of Augusta;

* or to corrupt the inexperienced youth of the lat-
ter by the rank of Cesar. Accurately distin-
guishing between the duties of a paremt and
those of 8 spvereign, he educated his son with a
severe shmplicity, which, while it gave him ne
assured . prospect of the throne, might in time
have rendered him worthy of it. In public, the
Yebaviour of Pertinax was grave and affable. -
ile lived with the virtuous part’ of the senate
{and, in a private station, he had been acquaint-
ed with the true character of each individual),
withont ‘either pride or jealousy; considered
them as friends and companions, with whom he
had shared the dangers of the tyranny, and with
whont be wished to enjoy the security of the
present time. He very frequently invited them
406 familiar entertainmeuts, the frugality of which
was ridiculed by those who remembered and
regretted the luxurions prodigality of Com-
modus.*

¢ Dion (L Ixaiii, p. 1973} spenks of these enierinioments, as &
seoator who had snpped with the emperor. Capiteiinus {Hist. August.
p. 88), like n slare, who bad received his intelligence from one of the
seuliions,

YOL, I. M
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To heal, as far as it was possible, the wounds

+reremmee inflicted by the hand of tyramny, was the pleas-

He endes-
vonrs to
veform the
state.

Hia regu-
lations,

ing, but melancholy, task of Pertinax.: The
innocent victims, who yet survived, were recall-
ed from exile, released from prisow, and:restored
to the full possessionof their konours.and for-
tunes. The unburied bodies of murdered:seus-
tors (for the trueity of Cémmoduas endeavoured
to extend itself beyond death) were deposited i
the sepulchres of their ancestors; their memory
was justified; and every -eonsolation was .be-
stowed on their rumed  apd affoted families.
Among 'these- eonsolations, one of the most
grateful iwas the! pumshment of the  delators;
the -commol eneipies of their master, of -virtus,
and of their conntry: - Yet even in the inquisi-
tion of these legal assigns, Pertinax proceeded
with-a steddy temper, which gave every dbing
to justice; and nuthmg to’ popular prejwice
and reséntrmett) i o s L
- Thel finmices oﬂﬂw state demanded ithe ‘most
vig‘l‘lant eare’ of the’ éwdperor. - Though every
measure of Vinjustic . andvextortion had been
adopted; whichuootd ! opilect the- property of
the subject into the cuffers of the prince, the
rapaciousness of Commodus had: been 80 very
inadequate to his extravagamce, that, upon his
death, no more than eight thousand povmdl
were found in the exhausted treasury,’ to de-
fray the current expences of government, and
to discharge the pressing demand of a liberal
* Dacics. The blumeless economy of Pins left Lis succossors & treae

sore of wiciu seplics millies, above two-and twenty millons stcrling.
Dhﬂ, §. h‘liii’ P 1981,
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donative, which the new - emperor had been CHAP.
obliged to promise to the pratorian guards. ,,,,,,;,,,
Yet, under these distressed: circumstances, Per-
tinax had the generous firmoess to remit all the
oppressie taxes invented by Commodus, and
10 eancel all the unjust claims of. the treasury;
declaring, in a decree of the senate, * that.he
“ was batter' satisfied to administer.a: peow re-
“. public with innocence; than to aequire riches
*. by the ways of tyranay and dishonour.? Eco-
pomy and induséry.he considered. sa the pure
and genuine sources of weakth ;. and ftom. them
he soon derived a-copioussuppiy for the public
necessities. The expence-of the household was
immediately reduced to one half. . . All.the in-
struments of luxury, Pertinax exposed to pub-
a¢ suction,® gold and silver plate;.chariots:of o
singular construction, a superfluous . wardrobe
of silk and embroidery, and-a great number of
beautiful slaves of both sexes ; exoepting only,
with attentive humanity, those who wers.born
in a state of freedom, and -had -beer ravished
from the arms of their weeping parents, - At
the same time that he obliged the worthless fa-
vourites of the tyrant to resign a part of their #}-
gotion weslth, be satisfied the just croditers of
the state, and unexpectedly discharged the long
arvears of bonest services. He removed the op-
pressive restrictions which had been laid upon
commerce, gnd granted all the uncultivated

* Besides the design of converting these nieless orbzments into mo-
ney, Dion (i Ixxiii, p. 1220) sisigna two secret motives of Perfinax
He wisbed 10 enpose Ahe vices of Commodus, and to discover b the
purchusers thou whao most resembied him.

MY



194

THE DECLINE AND FALL

ciAP. lands in Italy and the provinces, to those who

Pl

and popu-

farity.

*

would improve them; with an exemption from
tribute, during the term of ten years.’

Such an uniform conduct had already secured
to Pertinax the noblest reward of a sovereign,
the love and esteem of his people. Those who
remembered the virtues of Marcus, were happy
to contemplate, in their new emperor, the fea-
tures of that bright original, and flattered them-
selves, thet they should long enjoy the benign
influence of his administration. A hasty zeal to
reform the corrupted state, accompanied with
less prudence than might have been expected
from the years and experience of Pertinax, prov-
ed fatal to himself and tohiscountry. Hishonest
indiscretion united against him the servilecrowd,
who found their private benefit in the public
disorders, and who preferred the favour of a ty-
rant to the inexorable equality of the laws.*

piscontent  AMidst the general joy, the sullen and angry

of the pras

_arixns.

countenance of the pratorian guards betrayed
their inward dissatisfaction.. They had reluc-
tantly submitted to Pertinax, they dreaded the
strictness of the ancient discipline, which he was
preparing to restore, and they regretted the li-
cence of the former reign. Their discontents
were secretly fomented hy Latus their prefect,
who found, when it was too late, that his new
einperor would reward a servant, but would not

f ‘Theugh {apitolinus has picked sp many idle tales of the pravate
life of Pertinux, he joins with Dian aud Herodian in admiring bis pab-
lic eondact. :

® Leges rem surdom, inexorabilem exse. T, Liv.1l. 4,
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be ruled by a favourite. On the third day of CHAP.
his reign, the soldiers seized on a noble senator, ...
with a design to carry him to the camp, and to

mvest him with the imperial purple. Instead

of being dazzled by the dangerous honeur, the
affrighted victim escaped from their violence,

and took rcfuge at the feet of Pertinax. A i compi
short time afterwards, Sosius Falco, one of the [7Y b
" cousuls of the year, a rash youth,* but of an
ancient and opulent family, listened to the voice

of ambition; and a conspiracy was formed dur

ing a short absence of Pertinax, which was
crushed by his sudden return to Rome, and his
resolute behaviour. Falco was on the point of
being justly condemned to death as a public
tnemy, had he not been saved by the earnest

and sincere entreaties of the injured emperor,

who conjured the senate, that the purity of his

reign might not be stained by the blood of &
guilty senator.

These disappointments served only to irritate H:r:i:!“
the rage of the premtorian guards. On the bythe
twenty-eighth of March, eighty-six days only Jix' ™
after the death of Commodaus, a geperal sedition }; 3«:11:”’
broke out in the camp, which the officers wanted sth.
either power or inclination to suppress. Two
or three hundred of the most desperate soldiers
marched at noon-day with arms in their hands
and fury in their looks, towards the imperial
palacc. The gates were thrown open by their

* If we eredlt Capitalinos {which is rather difficnit), Faleo behaved
with the most petulent indecency to Pertinax, on the daw of bis acces-
sion. The wise emperor only admenished him of hia youth and inex-
perience.  Hist. Aogust. p. 35,
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companions upvn guard ; and by the domestics
of the old court, who had already formed a ge-
cret conspiracy against the life of the too virtu-
dus emperer, - On’the news of their approach,
Pertinax, disdainingeither flight or concealment,
advanced to meet his assassing; and recalled to
their minds his own innocence, and the sanctity
of their recent oath. For a few moments they
stood in silent suspense, ashamed. of their atro-
cious design, and awed by the vencrable aspect
and majestic firmness of their sovereign, till at
length the despair of pardon reviving their fary,
a barbarian of the country of Tongres' levelled
the first blow aganst Pertipax, who was in-
stantly dispatched with a multitude of wounds.
His head, separated from his body, and placed
oR .2 lance, was garried in triumph to the pre-
torian cemp; ia the sight of 4 mournful and in-
dignent peaple, who lamented the unworthy fate
of that excellent p'rince, and the transient bles-
sings of -a -reign, the memory of which could
serve anly to aggravaté their approaching mis-
fortunes.*

1 Thc madern blahoptic of Lﬂgf 'I'im loldier pubnl.lly belenged to
the Betavian loré guards, who were mnatly raised in the duchy of
Gacldren, and the neighbeorhood, and were distinguished by their va-
lour, and by the boidness with which they swam their horves seros
the broadest and ruost rupid rivers, Taclt. Hist. [v, 12, Dion,L Ir.
p- 707, Limins de magnitudine k:nmn,l L ¢ 4.

L Diom, 1 [sxiii, p. 1¥32. Herodian, L i, p. 60. Hist. Aogrst. p
38, Victer in Epitom. et in Casirid. Eutropias, viii, 16
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. Public sale of the empire to Didius Julianus by
the prelorian guards.— Clodius Albinus in
Britain, Pescennius Niger in Syria, and Sep-

 limius Severus in Pannonia, declare against

~ the mxrderers of Pertinax.—Civil wars and
viclory of Severus over his three rivals.—Re-
laxation of discipline.— Newnaxims of govern-
mend, '

THE power of the sword is more sensibly
felt in an extensive monarchy, than in a small
community. It has been calculated by the
ablest politicans, that no state, without being
soon exhausted, can maintain ahove the hund-
redth part of its members in arms and idleness,
But although this relative proportion may be
uniform, the mfluence of the army over the rest
of the society will vary according to the degree
of ity positive strength. The advantages ot
military science and discipline cannot be exert-
ed, unless a proper number of soldiers are
united into one hody, and actuated by one soul,
With o handfal of men, such an union would
be ineffectual ; with an unwieldy host, it would
be impracticable ; and ‘the powers of the ma-
chine would be alike destroyed by the extreme
minuteness, or the excessive weight, of its
springs. 'To illustrate this observation, we
need only reflect, that there is no superiority
of natural strength, artificial weapons, or ac-
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quired skill, which could enable one man te
keep in constant subjection one hundred of his-
fellow-creatures: the tyrant of a single town, or
a small district, would soon discover that an
nundred arined followers were a weak defence
against ten thousand peasants or citizens; but
an hundred well-disciplined soldiers will com-
mand, with despotic sway, ten millions of sub-
jects; and a body of ten or fifteen thousand
guards will strike terror into the most numerous

. populace that ever crowded the streets of an

The prm-
torian
guards ;

Thcir in=
slitution,

immense cap:tal

The pratorian bands, whose licentious fury
was the first symptom and cause of the decline
of the Romau empire, scarcely amounted to the
last-mentioned number* They derived their
institution from Augustus. That crafty tyrant,
sensible that laws might colour, but that arms
alone could maintain, his usurped dominion,
had gradually formed this powerful body of
guards, in constant readiness to protect his per-
son, to awe the senate, and either to prevent or
to crush the first motions of rebellion. He dis-
tinguished these favoured troops by a double
pay, and superior privileges; but, as their for-
midable aspect would at once have alarmed and
irritated the Roman people, three cohorts only
were stationed in the capital; whilst the re-

* They were originally nine or ten thousand men {for Tacitos asd
Dion are not agreed opon the snbject), divided into as many cohorts,
Vitellins increased them to sixteen thonsand, and, es far ss we can
learn from inscriptions, they never afterwards sunk mnch helow that
auzmber.  3ee Lipsing de magnitadize Romand, i, 4
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mainder was dispersed in the adjacent towns
of Italy.* But after fifty years of peace and
servitude, Tiberius ventured on a decisive mea-
sure, which for ever rivetted the fetters of his
country. Under the fair pretences of relieving
Italy from the heavy burthen of military quar-
ters, and of introducing a stricter discipliue
among the guards, he assembled them at Rome,
in a permanent camp,® which was fortified with
ekill and- care,’ and placed on a commanding
situation.’
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Such formidable servants are always neces- Their

trength

sary, but often fatal, to the throne of despotism. 0d con.

By thus introducing the pretorian guards as it
were into the palace and the senate, the emper-
ors taught them to perceive their own strength,
and the weakness of the civil government; to
view the vices of their masters with familiar con-
tempt, and to lay aside that reverential awe,
which distance only, and mystery, can preserve,
towards an imaginary power. In the luxurious
idleness of an opulent city, their pride was
nourished by the sense of their irresistible
weight; nor was it possible to conceal from
them, that the person of the sovereign, the au-
thority of the senate, the public treasure, and
the seat of empire, were all in their bands. To
* Saeton. in Angost. e. 40.
® Tacit Anmal, iv, 2. Soeton. in Tiber. c. 37.  Dion Camins, | lril
». 867,
¢ In the eivil war Letween Vitellina and Vespasien, the prmtarian
“eamp was ettacked snd defeated with all the machines used in the
sicge of the best fortibed cities. Tacit, Hist, lii, sd
€ Close to the walls uf the city, on the broad summit of the Quirinal

wnd Vimiral hills. Sce Nardini Roma Antics, p. 176 Dountas de
Roma Antics, p 46.

fidence,

A
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CHAP. divert the preetorian bands from these dange-

revresesss FOUB re.ﬂectlons, the firmest and best-establish-
ed princes were obliged to mix blandishments
with commands, rewards with punishments, to
flatter their pride, indulge their pleasures, con-
nive at their irregularities, and to purchase their
precarious faith by a liberal donative; which,
since the elevation of Claudius, was exacted as
8 legal clmm, on the accession of every new
emperor.’

Thetr The advocates of the guards endeavoumd to

ipecione {18tify by arguments, the power which they as-
serted by arms; and to maintain that, accord-
ing to the purest principles of the constitution,
their congent, was edsentiplly necessary in the
appeointment-of an emperor.. - The election of
consuls, of generals, .and of magistrates, how-
ever it had been recently usurped by the senate,
was the ancient and undoubted right of the
Roman peoplef But where was the Roman
people to be found? Not surely amongst the
mixed multitude of- slaves and strangers that
filled the streets of Rome; a servile populace,
a8 devoid of spirit as destitute of property.
The defenders of the state, selected from the

f Claudins, ralsed by the soldiers {o the empire, was the firnt who
gure a dountive; He gave qiina dema, £120 {Bneton. in Claod.
¢. 10;) when Marcus, with his colleagne Lucius Yerus, took quiet
possession of the throne, he gave viema, £160, to each of the gmarda,
Hist. Aogust. p. 8. (Dlon, L lxxiii, p. 1331} We muy furm’
somc iden of the amount of these sums, by Hadrian's complsint, that
the promotion of a Caesar had cost him fer willies, two millions sud a
Ilf sterling.

* Cleero de Lepbns, iii, 3. The frst book of Livy, and the mecond
of Dlonysius of Halicarnusagy, siew the autbority of the people, even
in 1he election of the kings.
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flower of the Italian youth,® and trained in the char.
exercise of arms and virtue, were the genuine
representatives of the people, and the best en-
titled to elect the military chief of the republic.
These assertions, howevér defective in reason,
became unanswerable, when the fierce prato-
rians increased their weight, by throwing, like
the barbarian conqueror of Rome, their swords
into the scale!:

The pretorians had vmlated the sanctity of Tuey offer
the throne, by the atrocious murder of Perti- 5 P
nax; they dishonoured the majesty of it, by
their subsequent conduct. The camp was
without a leader, for even the prefact Latus,
who had. excited: the tempest, prudently de-

lined the public indignation. Amidst the wild
diserder Sulpicianus, the emperor’s father-in-
law, and governor ‘of thecity, who had been
sent to the csmp on.thefirst alarm of mutiny,
was endeavouring to calm the fury of the mul-
titude;'when he was silenced hy the clamorous
returry of thérmurderers, bearing on a lance the
Keud of Pertinax. Though history has accus-
totred us to observe every principle and every
pessior’ yitlding 'to the ‘iryperious dictates of
amdition, it i scarcely credible that in these
moments of horror, Sulpicianus should have
aspired ‘to ascend a throne polluted with the

EL I P

.* They were originally retrvited in Latism, Ebrare, and the old
colonies {Tacit. Annal. iv, 5}, The emperor Otho compliments their
wanity, with Lhe ﬂ.nur].ng titles of Italis Alumni, Romann vere joven=
foa  Tacit. Hist. i, B4

! T the siege of Romt Ly the Gau.h 8ce Livy, v. 48, Plutarchin
Camll, p, 143, .
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CHAP. recent blood of 80 near a relation, and 8o excel-
lent 2 prince. He had already begun tu use the
only effectual argument, and to treat for the
imperial dignity; but the more prudent of the
pratorians, apprehensive that, in this private
contract, they should not obtain a just price for
8o valuable a commodity, ran out upon the raio-
parts, and, with a loud voice, proclaimed that
the Roman world was to be disposed of to the
best bidder by public auction.*
1;’:-';0%“;', This infamous offer, the most insolent excess
Sutian. "~ of military licence, diffused an universal grief,
Murct 26 shame, and indignation throughout the city. It
reached at length the ears of Didius Julianus, a
wealthy senator, who, regardless of the public
calamities, was indulging himself in the luxury
of the table! His wife and his daughter, his
freedmen and his parasites, easily convinced him
that he deserved the throne, and earnestly con-
jured him to embrace so fortunate an opportu-
mty The vain old man hastened to the prato-
rian camp, where Sulpicianus was still in treaty
with the guards ; and began to bid against him
from the foot of the rampart. The unworthy
negociation was transacted by faithful emissa-
ries, who passed alternately from one candi
date to the other, and acquainted each of them

Lo LT T

* Dion, 1. Ixxiii, p. 1234. Herodian, L i, p. 68, Hist. Ap-

guat. p. 60, Tiovugh the three hiatorinos agree that it was in faet °

wn anction, Herodiao mione affirms that it was proclaimed as such by
Hc saldiers.

¥ Sparlinous softens 1ke most odicns parts of the character and cles
wation of Jolizn.
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with the offers of his rival. Sulpicianus had al- CHAP,
ready promised a donative of five thousand
drachms (above one hundred and sixty pounds)
to each soldier; when Julian, eager for the
prize, rose at once to the sum of six thousand
two hundred and fifty drachms, or upwards of
two hundred pounds sterling. The gates of the
camp were instantly thrown open to the purcha-
ser; he was declared emperor, and received an
oath of allegiance from the soldiers, who retain-
ed humanity enough to stipulate that he should
pardon and forget the competition of Sulpi-
cianus,

It was now incumbent on the pretorians to Jolian s
fulfil the conditions of the sale. They placed e ledgcd by
their new sovereign, whom they served and de- "' ***
spised, in the centre of their rauks, surrounded
him on every side with their shields, aud con-
ducted him in close order of battle through the
deserted streets of the city. The senate was
commanded to assemble; and those who had
been the distinguished friends of Pertinax, or
the personal enemies of Julian, found it neces-
sary to affect a more than common share of sa- -
tisfaction at this happy revolution.” After Ju-
lian had filled the senate-house with armed
soldiers, he expatiated on the freedom of hig
election, his own eminent virtues, and his full
assurance of the affections of the senate. The
obsequious assembly congratulated their own
and the public felicity; engaged their alle-
giance, and conferred on him all the several

LL TR

' ™ Dien Casming, at that me pretor, had been a personal enemy to
Jalian, ixxl, p. 1138,



174 THE DECLINE AND FALL

. CHAP. branches of the imperial power." : From the se-
+rveveeer. Mate Julian was conducted, by the same military
Tekes pou-procession, to take possession of the- palace.
ey, The first objects that struck his eyes, were the
abandored trunk of Pertinax, and the frugal
entertainment prepared for his supper.. The
ore he viewed with indifference; the other with
contempt.- A magnificent feast was‘prepared
by his order, and he amused himself till a very
late hour, with dice, and the performances of
Pylades, a celebrated dancer. Yetit was ob-
served, that after the crowd of flatterers diss
persed, and left him to darkness, solitude;-and
terrible reflection, he passed a sleepless night;
revolving most- probably in his mind ‘his'own
rash folly, the fate of his virtuous predecessor
and -the doubtful and dangerous teoure of an
empire, which had not heen a.cqmred by merif,
but-purchased by money.° - b
Fhe public He had reason to tremble. - On ‘the thmneof
the world he found himself without a friend, and
even without an adherent. . The gusrds them:
selves were ashamed of the ptince whoin their
avarice had persuaded them to accept; -nor wes
there a citizen who did not censider hiselevation
with horror, as the last insult on tlie Ronten
name. The nobility, whose conspicuovus station
and ample possessions exacted the strictest cau-
tion, dissembled their sentiments, and met the

i%

® Hist., Auguat, p. 61. We Iearn from thence cue curions circum-
stapce, that the pew emperor, whatever hnd been bia birth, was inome.
dintely aggregated to the nomber of patrician families.

* Dion, Is ixxili, p. 1235, Hist, August. p. 61, [lave endeavonred
10 blead iuto e romuistent story the seeiniug contradictions of the two
writers,
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affected eivility -of the emperor with smiles of CrA:

complacency, and professibns of duty. But
the people, secare in their pumbers and obscu-

P Ly

rity, gave a free vent to their passions. The

streets and public  places of ‘Rome resounded
with clamours and imprecations: The enraged
multitude affronted the person bf Julian, reject-
ed his hberality, and, conscious of the impo-
tence of their own resentment, they'called aloud
on the legions of the frontiers to assert the vio-
lated majesty of the Roman empire.” *©  +’

The public digcantent was soon diffused from
the ventre to the frontiers of the ‘empire.' “The
arrhies’ of ‘Britain, of Syria; and of Ilyricum,
lamented the death of Pertinax, in whose ébin-
pany, or under whose command, they had %6
often fought end conquered. 'The} ‘receitd
with ‘surprise, with ‘indignation, -and pethaps
withi envy, the extraordinary mtellrgence ‘ithat
the pratorians had disposed of the empire by
publie auction; and they sternly refused to ra-
tify the igrominious bargain. Their immediate
ind uranimous revolt was fatal to Julian, but
it was fatal, at the same-time, 'to the’ public
peace’; -as the generals of the respective armmies,
Clodius Albinus, Pescennius Niger, and Septi-
mins Severus, were still more anxious to suc-
ceed than to revenge the murdered Pertinax.
Their forces were exactly balanced. Each of
them was at the head of three legions,’ with a
numerous train of auxiliaries; and, however

* Dloa, L. lxxifi, p. 1984

The armie
of Britain,
Syriz, nnd
Pannonh,

ag.ulmt
Julinm,
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CHAP- different in their characters, they were all sol-
roosenn.. diers of experience and capacity.

Clodins Clodiue Albinus, governor of Britain, sur-

Albinws in pgssed both his competitors in the nobility of his

extraction, which he derived from some of the

most illustrious names of the old republic.?

But the branch from whence he claimed his

descent, was sunk into mean circumstances, and

transplanted into a remote province. It is dif-

ficult to form a just idea of his true character.

Under the philosophic cloak of austerity, he

stands accused of concealing most of the vices

which degrade human nature’ But his accu-

sers are those venal writers who adored the for-

tune of Severus, and trampled on the ashes of

an unsuccessful rival. Virtue, or the appear-

ances of virtue, recommended Alhinus to the

confidence and good opinion of Marcus; and

his preserving with the son the same interest

which he had acquired with the father, isa

proof at least that he was possessed of a very

flexible disposition., The favour of a tyrani

does not always suppose a want of merit in the

ohject of it; he may, without intending it, re-

ward a man of worth- and ability, or he may

find such a man useful to his own service. It

does not appear that Albinus served the son of

Marcus, either as the minister of his cruelties,

* % The Posthumian wnd the Cejonian, the fortner of whom was raised
L0 the consulship in the Afth year after its natitution.

" Bpartaniug, in his andigesied colicetions, mixes wp Al the virtues
and all the vices that enter into the livman composition, and heatows
thero on the same objrct. Such, indecd, are many of the charactess in
the Angustan hintory
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or even as the agsociate of his pleasures. He CHAP.
-was employed in a distant honourable com-.........

-mand, when he received a confidential letter
from the emperor, acquainting him of the trea-
‘sonable devigns of some discontented generals,
-and authorising him to declare himself the guar-
-dian and successor of the throne, by assuming
the title and ensigns of Casar, The governor
of Britain wisely declined the dangerous honour,
which would have marked him for the jealousy,
-or involved him in the approaching ruin, of
Commodus. , He courted power hy nobler, or,
‘at least, by more specious arts. On a prema-
‘ture report of the death of the emperor, he as-
sembled his troops; and, in an eloquent dis-
course, deplored the inevitable mischiefs of des-
potism, described the happiness and glory
which their ancestors had enjoyed under the
consular government, and declared his firm re-
solution to reinstate the senate and people in
their legal authority. This popular harangue
wags answered by the loud acclamations of the
British legions, and received at Rome with a
secret, murmur of applause  Safe in the pos-
session of this little world, and in the command
of'an army less distinguished indeed for disci-
pline than for numbers and valour,' Albinus
braved the menaces of Commodus, maintaiued
towards Pertinax a stately ambiguous reserve,

* Hist. Angost. p. B0, B4,

¥ Pertinax, who governed Britain a few yeara before, hiad beew
left for dead, in a mutiny of the soldiers. Histe Augnst, p. 54 Yet

they loved snd regretted him; admitantibus emn virtotem cui iouce-
baptar,

.

YOL. I. N *
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cRaP. and instantly declared against the usurpatiom
o of Julian. The convulsions of the capital ad-
ded new weight to his sentiments, or rather to
his professions of patriotism. A regard to de-
cency induced him to decline the lofty titles of
Augustus and emperor; and he imitated per-
haps the example of Galba, who, on a similar
occasion, had styled himself the lieutenant of

the senate and people.*
;T;‘:n::u Personal merit alone had raised Pescennius
syris.  INiger, from an obscure birth and station, to the
government of Syria; alucrative snd important
command, which, in times of civil confusion, gave
him a near prospect of the throne. Yet his
parts seem to have been better suited to the se-
cond than to the first rank; he was an unequal
rival, though he might have approved himself an
excellent lieutenant, to Severus, who afterwards
displayed the greatness of his mind by adopting
several useful institutions from a vanquished
enemy.* In his goverpiment, Niger acquired the
esteem of the soldjers, and the love of the pro-
vincials. His rigid discipline fortified the valour,
and confirmed the obedience of the former, whilst
the voluptuous Syrians were less delighted with
themild firmness of his administration, than with
the affability of his manners, and the apparent
pleasure with which he attended their frequent
and pompous festivals.” Assoon as the intel-

* Sueton. in Galb. c. 10,

¥ Hist. August. p. 70

¥ Herod, 1. ii, p. 68. The chromicle of John Malals, of Antioe
shiewn the sealous attachment of his countrymen to these festivaia, whidh
at once gratified their supersiition, agd thelr love of pleascre.
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-and the Hadratic, was one of the last and most

Beptimuns
Yeverus

ECLINE AND FALL

. The country of Pannonia and Dalmnatia,
which occupied the space between the Danube

difficult conquests of the Romans., In the de-
fence of national freedom, two hundred thou-
sand of these barbarians had once appeared in

.the field,alarmed the declining age of Augustus,

and exercised the vigilant prudence of Tiberius
at the head of the collected force of the empire.*
The Pannonians yielded at length to the arms
and institutions of Rome. Their recent subjec-
tion, however, the neighbourhood, and even the
mixture of the unconquered tribes, and perhaps
the climate, adapted, as it has been observed
to the production of great bodies and slow
minds,® all contributed to preserve some re-
mains of their original ferocity, and under the
tame and uniform counterance of Roman pro-
vincials, the hardy features of the natives were
still to be discerned. Their warlike youth af
forded an inexhaustible supply of recruits to
the legions stationed on thebanks of the Da-
nube, and which, from a perpetual warfare
against the Germans and Sarmatians, were de-
servedly esteemed the best troops in the service,
The Pannonian army was at this time com-
manded by Septimus Severus, a native of Africa,
who, in the gradual ascent of private honours,
had concealed his daring ambition, which was

€ See an account of that memornble war in Velleins Patercolan, if,
110, &c. who served in the army of Tiberins,

4 Kucl is the reflection of Herodian, L i, p. TI. Will the modem
Aostrians allow the infloence ?
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never diverted from its steady course by the al-
lurements of pleasure, the apprehension of dan-
ger, or the feelings of huinanity.* On the first
news of the murder of Pertinax, he assembled
his troops, painted in the most lively colours
the crime, the insolence, and the weakness of
the pratorian guards, and animated the legions
to arms and to revenge. IHe concluded (and
the peroration was thought extremely eloqnent)
with promising every soldier about four hundred
pounds; an honourable donative, doublein value
to the infamous bribe with which Julian had

181
ump

LI P R

purchased the empire/ The acclamations of Deciared

the army immediately saluted Severus with the

cmperor
Ly the

pames of Augustus, Pertinax, and empelor'll’-mmu

ona,

and he thus attained the ]ofty station to which a o, 393,

'ie was invited, by conscions merit and a long
train of dreams and omens, the {ruitful oﬁ'spring
either of his superstition or policy.®

The new candidate for empire saw and im-
proved the peculiar advantage of his situation.
His province extended to theJulian Alps, which

* Io the letter to Albiuus, already mentiened, Commodus &ccnses
Beverus, as one of the ambitions groerals who eepsured Lis condnet, and
wished to occupy his plave. Hist. August. p 80,

f Pannouia was 100 poor to sapply such a sue. It was probably pro-

April 18,

mised in the camp, aud paid et Rome, after the victory. In fixing the '

sam, { bave adopted the cogjecture of Cananhon. See Hiat. August. p.
@6, Comment, p. 115,

* Herodlag, L. il, p. 78. Sﬂemn was declared emperor on the banks
of the Dmoobe, either at Carnonotom, according to Spartianna (Hiat.
August, p. 64), or else st Sabarta, sccording to Victor. Mr. Hume, in
supposing that the birth and dignity of Severus were too mach inferior
1o the imperial crows, and that he marched into Italy as general only,
bas not considered thls transaction with his nsoal accuracy (Essay om
the originul contraet.)
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CHAP. gave an easy access into Italy; and he remem.-
¥ bered the saying of Augustus, that a Pannonian
Marches army might in ten days appear in sight of Rome.*
into Iuly- By o celerity proportioned to the greatness of

the occasion, he might reasonably hope to re.
venge Pertinax, punish Julian, and receive the
homage of the senate and people, as their law-
ful emperor, before his competitors, separated
from Italy by an immense tract of sea and land,
were apprised of his success, or even of his elec-
tion. During the whole expedition he scarcely
allowed himself any moments for sleep or food;
~marching on foot, and in complete armour, at
the head of his columna, he insinuated himself
into the confidence and affection of his troops,
pressed their diligence, revived their spirits, ani-
mated their hopes, and was well satisfied to
share thehardships of the meanest soldier, whilst
he kept in view the infinite superiority of his
reward.

Advances  ThewretchedJulianhadexpected, and thought

ewecds  himself prepared to dispute the empire with the
governorofSyria; but inthe invincible and rapid
approach of the Pannonian legions, he saw his
inevitable ruin. The hasty arrival of every mes-
sengerincreased his just apprehensions. He was
successively informed, that Severus had passed
the Alpa; that the Italiau cities, unwilling or
upable to oppose his progress, had received him
with the warmest professions of joy and duty;

% Vellelan Palercslus, L ii, ¢, 3. We must reckon the marchk from
the nearest verge mt Paononia, and extend the sight of the city a1 far
u8 two hundred miles.
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that the important place of Ravenna had sur- CHAP.
rendered without resistance, and that the Had-
riatic fleet was in the hands of the conqueror.
The enemy was now within two hundred and
fifty miles of Rome ; and every moment dimi-
nished the narrow span of life and empire al-
lotted to Julian.

He attempted, however, to prevent, or at 1east pires of
to protract, his ruin. He implored the venal Juliea.
faith of the preetorians, filled the city with un-
availing preparations for war, drew lines round
the suhurbs, and even strengthened the fortifica-
tions of the palace; as if those iast entrench-
ments could be defended without hope of relief
against a victorious invader. Fear and shame
prevented the guards from deserting his stand-
ord ; but they trembled at the name of the Pan-
nonian legions, commanded by an experienced
general, and accustomed to vanquish the bar
barians on the frozen Danube.! They quitted,
with a sigh, the pleasures of the baths and
theatres, to put on arms, whose use they had al-
most forgoiten, and beneath the weight of which
they were oppressed. The unpractised ele-
pbants, whose uncouth appearance, it was
hoped, would strike terror into the army of the
North, threw their unskilful riders; and the
awkward evolutions of the marines, drawn from
the fleet of Misenum, were an object of ridicule
to the populace; whbilst the senate enjoyed,

Lr e T R

! This [s not a poerile fignre of rhetoric, bnt an slinsion to & roal
fact, recorded by Dion, L Lexi, p. 1181, 1t probably happened rmore
than once.
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CHAP. with secret pleasure, the distress and weakness.
wrereersr. Of the usurper.*
Hisuncer.  Everymotion of Julian betrayed his trembling
duee " perplexity. He insisted that Severus should be
declared a public enemy by the senate. He en-
treated that the Pannonian general might be as-
sociated to the empire. He sent public ambassa-
dors of consular rank to negociate with hisrival;
he dispatched private assassins to take away his
life. He designed that the vestal virgins, and
all the colleges of priests, in their sacerdotal ha-
bits, and bearing before them the sacred pledges
of the Roman religion, should advance,insolemn
procession, to meet the Pannonian legions; and,
at the same time, he vainly tried to interrogate,
or to appease, the fates, by magic ceremonies,
and unlawful sacrifices.’ 3
fsdesert-  Severus, who dreaded neither his arms nor his
;d,,:’ti,ff." enchautments, guarded himself from the only
sos. danger of secret conspiracy, by the faithful at-
tendance of six hundred chosen men, who never
* quitted his person or their cuirasses, either by
night or by day, during the whole march. Ad-
vancing with a steady and rapid course, be pas-
sed, without difficulty, the defiles of the Appe-
niney, received into his party the troops and
ambassadors, sent to retard his progress, and
made a short balt at Interamnia, about seventy

* Dion, L. Ixxiii, p. 1798. Herodian, L ii, p. 81. There is no mret
proof of the military skill of the Romans, than ther Grst ssrmounting
the idie terror, and afterwards disdaining the dangervas we, of ehe-
phants in war,

t Hist. Angust. p. 63, 63,
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miles from Rome. His victory was already se- cHap.
cure; but the despair of the pretorians might v
have rendered it bloody ; and Severus had the
lnudable ambition of ascending the throne with-
out drawing the sword.® His emissaries, dis-
persed in the capital, assured the guards, that
provided they would abandon their worthless
prince, and the perpeirators of the murder of
Pertinax, to the justice of the c onqueror, he
would no longer consider that melancholy event
as the act of the whole body. The faithless
pretorians, whose resistance was supported
only by sullen obstinacy, gladly complied with
the easy conditions, seized the greatest part of
the assassins, and signified to the senate, tbat
they no longer defended the cause of Julian.
That asgembly, convoked by the consul, una-
nimously acknowledged Severus as lawful em-

peror, decreed divine honours to Pertinax, and
pronounced a sentence of deposition and death snd con-
against his unfortunate successor. Julian wag #¢mred
conducted into a private apartment of the baths cated b
of the palace, and beheaded as & common cri- Uesenste,
minal, after havmg purchafled, with an immense Sumen
treasure, .an anxious and precarious reign of

only sixty-six days® The almost incredible
expedition of Severus, who, in so short a space

of time, conducted a numerous army from the
‘banks of the Danube to those of the Tyber,

EX TRyl

® ¥ictor und Entropics, vlii, 17, mention & combat near the Milvian
bridge, the Ponte Molle, unkuown to the better and more ancient
writers.

* Dvon, I, Ixxifi, p, 1240, Herodp, 1. 1, p. 83. Him. Acgosi
p.- 83

o
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CHAP. proves at once the plenty of provisions produced
veeesreree DY agTiculture and commerce, the goodness of
the roads, the discipline of the legions, and the
indolent subdued temper of the provinces.®
Disgrace  The first cares of Severus were hestowed on
e P™ two measures, the one dictated by policy, the
sord gther by decency; the revenge, and the honours,
due to the memory of Pertinax. Before the new
emperor entered Rome, he issued his commands
to the preetorian guards, directing them to wait
his arrival on a large plain near the city,~without
arms, but in the habits of ceremony in which
they were accustomed to attend their sovereign.
He was obeyed by those haughty troops, whose
contrition was the effect of their just terrors. A
chosen part of the Illyrian army encompassed
them with levelled spears. Incapable of flight
or resistance, they expected their fate in silent
consternation. Severus mounted the tribunal,
sternly reproached them with perfidy and
cowardice, dismissed them with ignominy from
the trust which they had betrayed, -despoiled
them of their splendid ornaments, and banish-
ed them, on pain of death, to the distance of
an hundred miles from the capital. During
the transaction, another detachment had been

* From these sixty-six days we must first deduct sixteen, a5 Pertimax
was mordered on the 28th of Marcly, and Scverus most probably elect-
¢d on tbe 18th of April {(see Hist, Avgaat p. 65, and Tiliemont, Hist.
dea Emperwars, tom. iji, p. 398, note 7). We cannot allow fess than
ten daya after iis election, to put a Bumerous army in motion. Forty
days remain for this rapid march; and as we may compute shoumg
eight hundred miles from Rome to the peighbiourbood of Viennaz, the
wrray of Severs muched twenty miles every day without halt or im-
te rmission
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sent to seize their arms, occupy” their camp, CHAP.

and prevent the hasty consequences of their ,,,,j,',,,,
despair.?
The funeral and consecration of Pertinax was Fupersl

and apo-
next solemnized with every circumstance of sad seous of

magnificence.® The senate, with a melancholy Pertinax
pleasure, performed the last rites to that excel-
lent prince, whom they had loved, and still re-
gretted. The concern of his successor was pro-
hably iess sincere. He esteemed the virtues of
Pertinax, but those virtues would for ever have
confined his ambition to a private station. Seve-
rus pronounced his funeral oration 'with studied
eloquence, inward satisfaction, and well-acted
sorrow; and, by this pious regerd to his memo-
1y, convinced the credulous multitude that Ae
alone was worthy to supply his place. Sensible,
however, that arms, not ceremonies, must assert
his claim to the empire, he left Rome at the end
of thirty days, and without suffering himself to
be elated by this easy victory, prepared to en-
counter his more formidable rivals.

The uncommon abilities and fortune of Se- g,cconsor
verus, have induced an elegant bistorian to com- Se¥erue a-

gainat Ni-

pare him with the first and greatest of the ger, and
C=sare® The pu-allel in, at least, imperfect, .lglhmu.l.
‘Where shall we find, in the character of Seve-
Tus, the commanding superiority of soul, the

generous clemency, and the various genius,

» Diom, I Ixxiv, p. 1241, Herodian, | 1, p 84.

4 Dion, (1, lxxiv, p. 1244} who mssisted at the ceremony a3 & senatos,
gives 2 most pampons description of it

7 Herodiag, J. i, p. 118
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which could reconcile and unite the love of

—. pleasure, the thirst of knowledge, and the fire

198107

of ambition?* In one instance only, they may
be compared, with some degree of propriety,
in the celerity of their motions, and their civil
victories. In less than four years,' Severus
subdued the riches of the east, and the valour
of the west. He vanquished two competitors
of reputation and ability, and defeated nime-
rous armies, provided with weapons and dis-
cipline equal to his own. In that age, the art
of fortification, and the principles of tactics,
were well understood by all the Roman gene-
rals; and the constant superiority of Severus
was that of an artist, who uses the same instru-
ments with more skill and industry than his n-
vals, 1 shall not, however, enter into a minute
parrative of these military operations ; but as
the two civil wars against Niger and agaiost
Albinus, were almost the same in their conduct,
event, and consequences, I shall collect into one

point of view, the most striking circumstances, .

" tending to develope the character of the con

Condnct of
the two ci-

queror, and the state of the empire.
Falsehood and insincerity, unsuitable as they

vi ware, Be€m to the dignity of public transactions, offend

f

* Though it la not, most assuredly, the intention of Locan, to exalt

the character of Carsar, yet the ides te gives of that hero, [n the tenth
book of the Plarsalis, where he describes bim, at the same time, mwk-
ing love to Cleopatrn, snsiaining a siege aguinat the power of Egypt,
and conversing with the sages of the countty, is, in realily, the noblest
penegysic.

* Reckoning from his election, Aprii 19, 198, to the deaih of Adbinas,
February 19, 197,  Sce Tiilemont's Chrondlogy.
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-us with a less degrading idea of meanness, than cHap,
when they are found in the intercourse of pri- v
‘vate life. In the latter, they discover a want of
courage ; in the other, only a defect of power;
and as it is impossible for the most able states-
‘man to subdue milhions of followers and enemies
by their own personal strength, the world, under
the name of policy, seems to have granted them
a very liberal indulgence of craft and dissimula-
tion. Yet the arts of S&verus cannot be justi- Ary of
fied by the most ample privileges of state reason. %7
He promised, only to betray; he flattered, only

to ruin; and however hemightoccasionally blind
-himself by oaths and treaties, his conscience, ob-
sequious to his interest, always released him

from the inconvenient obligation.*

If his two competitors, reconciled. by their sowards
.common danger, had advanced upon him with. Nees
out delay, perhaps Severus would liave sunk un-
der their united effort. Had they even attacked
him, at the same time, with separate views and
separate armies, the contest might have been
long and doubtful. But they fell, singly and
successively, an easy prey to the arts as well as
arms of their subtle enemy, lulled into security
by the moderation of his professions, and over-
whelmed by the rapidity of his action. He first
marched against Niger, whose reputation and
power he the most dreaded; but he declined
any hostile declarations, suppressed the name
of bis antagonist. and only signified o the senate

e Y

* Herodian, 1. fi, p. 83.
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CHAR. and people, his intention of regulating the east-

‘owards
Albinus

ern provinces. In private he spoke of Niger,
his old friend and intended successor,” with the
most affectionate regard, and highly applauded
his generous design of revenging the murder of
Pertinax. To punish the vile usurper of the
throne, was the duty of every Roman general.
To persevere in arms, and to resist a lawful
emperor, acknowledged by the senate, would
alone render him criminal? The sons of Niger
had fallen into his hands among the children of
the provincial governors, detained at Rome as
pledges for the loyalty of their parents.® As
long as the power of Niger inspired terror, or
even respect, they were educated with th

most tender care, with the children of Severm
himself; but they were soon involved in therr
father’s ruin, and rernoved, first by exile, and af
terwards by death, from the eye of public com-
passion.*

While Severus was engaged in his eastern war,
he had reason to apprehend that the governor of
Britain might pass the sea aud the Alps, occupy
the vacant seat of empire, and oppose his return

® Whilst Severas was very dsogerously ill, it wus indastrionaly given
wul, that lie intended to appoint Niger and Albines Lis sneceasors. As
Le could oot be sincere with respect to both, Le might not be so with
regurd to either. Vet Beverns carried his by pocriay 8o far, a4 to profess
that intention in the memoirs of hls cwp life.

7 Hist, Aogust. p. 63,

* Thh practice, inveoted by Commodas, proved rery naeful to Seve-
rur. He foend st Rome the childrea of mauy of the priacipal wdher-
ents of hia rivals; and he employed them more than once to intimidate,
or sedace, the nnrents,

* Herodiam, [ iii, p. 08, Kist. August. p. 87, 08
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with the authority of the senate and the forces
of the west. The ambignous conduct of Albi.
nus, in not assuming the imperial title, left room
for negociation., Forgetting, at once, his pro-
fessions of patriotism, and the jealousy of sove-
reign power, he accepted the precarious rank
of Cxsar, as a reward for his fatal neutrality.
Till the first contest was decided, Severus
treated the man, whom he had doomed to de-
struction, with every mark of esteem and re-
gard. Even in the letter, in which he announ-
~ ced his victory over Niger, he styles Alhinus
the hrother of his soul and empire, sends him
the affectionate salutations of his wife Julia, and
his young family, and entreats him to preserve
the armies and the republic faithful to their
common interest. The messengers charged
with this letter, were instructed to accost the
Ceesar with respect, to desire a private audi-
ence, and to plunge their daggers into his heart.*
The conspiracy was discovered, and the too
credulous Alhinus at length passed over to the
continent, and prepared for an unequal conteat
with his rival, who rushed upon him at the
head of a veteran and victorious army.

The military labours of Severus seem iuade-
quate to the importance of his conquests. Two
engagements, the one near the Hellespont, the
other in the narrow defiles of Cilicia, decided
the fate of his Syrian competitor; and the troops
of Europe asserted their usual ascendant over

v Hist Aogust. p. 84. Bpartiazus has inserted this curions letter at
foll leogth,
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the effeminate natives of Asia® The battle of
Lyons, where one hundred and fifty thousand*
Romans were engaged, was equally fatal to
Albinus. The valour of the British army mam-
tained, indeed, a sharp and doubtfnl contest

-with the hardy discipline of the Illyrian legions.

The fame and person of Severus appeared, dur-
ing a few moments, irrecoverably lost, till that
warlike prince rallied his fainting troops, and
led them on to a decisive victory.® The war
was finished by that memorable day.

decidedby - The civil wars of modern Eurepe have been

one o tmo
battles

distinguished, not only by the fierce animosity,
but likewige by the obstinate perseverance, of
the contending factions. They have generally
been justified by some principle, or, at least,
coloured by some pretext, of religion, freedom,
or loyalty. The leaders were nobles of -inde-
pendent property and hereditary influence. The
troops fought like men interested in the decision
of the quarrel; and as military spirit and party
zeal were strongly diffused throughout the
whole community, a vauquished chief was mm-
mediately supplied with new adherents, eager
to shed their blood in the same cause. But the
Romans, after the fall of the'republic, combated

¢ Consult the third book of Herodian, and the seventy-fourth ek
af Dicn Cassion.

_* Dion, L lxxv, p. 1260,

* Dion, I. Ixxv, p. 1261. Herodian, I i, p. 110. FHist. Aw-
gwt p. 88. The battle was fought in the plain of Trevoux, three
or four lragnes frem Lyour  See Tillemont, tom, 1, p. 408,

Note 18
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only for the choice of masters. Under the
standard of a popular candidate for empire, a
few.inlisted from affection, some from fear, many
‘from interest, none from principle. The le-
.gions, uninflamed by party zeal, were allured
into civil war by liberal donatives, and stil}
more liberal promises. A defeat, by disabling
-the chief from the performance of his engages
.ments, digsolved the mercenary allegiance of hig
ifoltowers, and left them to consult their own
-aafety, by a timely desertion of an unsuceessful
.canse. [t waa of little inoment to the provinces
‘under whose name they were oppressed or go-
verued ; they were driven by the impulsion of
the present power, and as soon as that powes
yialded to a superior force, they hastened to im-
. plore:the clemency of the congueror, who, as he

‘hadhan immense debt to discharge, was obliged
to;decvifice the most guilty eountries to the ava,
rige 'of-his soldiers, In the vast extent of the
Roman empire, there were few fortified cities
.capable of .protecting a routed army ; nor was
‘there any person, or family, or order. of men,
whose natural interest, unsupported by the
powers of government, was capable of restormg
" the camse of a sinking party.’

Yet, in the contest between Niger and Seve-
ru.s, a smglo city deserves an honourable excep- ;1
.tldn. As Byzahtium was otie of thé greatest
passages from Europe into Asia, it had been
pr‘o'n"died with a strong garrison, and a fleet of

f _ﬂnnle‘qu!e‘u, Comiderations sur I Gnndenr et [2 Decadence des
Rotxiins, ¢. xii. ~ T

YoL, 1. o
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cuap. five hundred vessels was anchored in tke har-
bour* The impetuosity of Severus disappoint-
ed this prudent scheme of defence; he left to
his generals the siege of Byzantium, forced the
less guarded passage of the Hellespont, and,
impatient of a meaner enemy, pressed forward
to encounter his rival. Byzantium, attacked
by a namerous and increasing army, and after-
wards by the whole naval power of the empire,
sustained a siege of three years, and remained
faithful to the name and memory.of Niger, The
citizens and soldiers (we know not from what
cause) were animated with equal fury; several
of the principal officers of Niger, who despeir-
ed of, or who disdained a pardon, had thrown
themselves into this last refuge: the fortificw
tions were esteemed impregnahle, and, in the
defence of the place, a celebrated engineer dis-
played all the mechanic powere known to the
ancients.® Byzantium, at length; surrendered
to famine. The magistrates and séldiers were
put to the sword, thie walls demolished, the pri-
vileges suppressed; and the destined capital of
the East subsisted only as an open village, sub-
ject to the insulting jurisdiction of Perinthus.
The historian Dion, who had admired the flou-
rishing, amd lamented the désolate, state of

¢ Mast of these, mn muy be supponéd, were amall open vessels ;
some, however, were ygalliea of two, and a few of three ranks of
u:.:n:e engineer’s nawe wis Priscos, His skill saved his Ufe, and he
was taken inta the service of the eonqueror. For the paryieular faety
of the siege, comsult Dion Camstns (L Ixxv, p, 1251) and Herodian (L

ill, p. 85). For the theory of it, the fancifol chevalier de Folard may
be loaked into. Sec Polybe, tom i, p. TO '

FrrErEF PP
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Byzantium, accured the revenge of Sewetus, CHAP.
for depriving the Roman people of the strengest
bulwark against the barbarians of Pontus and
Asia! The truth of this observation was but
too well justified in the succeeding age, when
the Gothic fleets covered the Euxine, and pas-
sed through the undefended Bosphorus into the -
centre of the Mediterranean.

Both nger and Albinus were discovered and Deaths o
put to death in their flight from the field of bat A ad
tle. Their fate excited neither surprise nor Jel con

compassiou. They had staked their lives a- of thecirk
gainst the chance of empire, aud suffered what "
they would have inflicted; nor did Severus
claim the arrogant superinrity of suffering his
vivals to live in a private station. But lis un-
forgiving temper, stimulated by avarice, indui-
ged a spirit of revenge, where there was no
room for apprehension. The most consider-
-able of the provincials, who, without any dis-
like to the fortunate candidate, had obeyed the
governor under whose authority they were ac-
cidentally placed, were punished by death,
exile, and espemally by the confiscation of their
‘estates. Many cities of the East were stript of
-their ancient honours, and obliged to pay,into
the treasury of Severus, four times the amount
of the sums contributed by them for the service
of Niger.*

PRI N Ty

! Notwithstanding the sothority of Spartianus, and s:me moders
Grreeks, we rmay be wssured from Dion and Herodian, that Bysantia,
many years after the death of Severus, lay in ruing,

& Dion, 1. lxxiv, p. 1250,

o2



198 TUE DECLINE AND FPALL

CHAY. Till the final decision of the war, thé cruelty
reesmeerr Of Severus was, in some measure, restrained by
Acimosity the uncertainty of the event, and his pretended
f;f{n":tﬁ; reverence for the senate. The head of Albinus,
Senate.  pccompanied with a menacing letter, announced

to the Romans, that he was resclved to epare
none of the adherents of his unfortunate coinpe-
titors. He was irritated by the just suspicion,
that he had never possessed the affections of the
senate, and hic concealed his old malevolence
under the recent discovery of some treasonable
correspondences. Thirty-fivesenators, however,
accused of having favoured the party of Albinus,
he freely pardoned; and, by his rubsequent be-
havicur, endeavoured to convince them, that he
had forgotten, as well as forgiven, their supposea
offences. But, at the same time, he condemned
forty-one' other senators, whose naimes history
has recorded ; their wives, children, and clients,
attended them iy death, and the noblest pro-
vincialy of Spain and Gaul were involved in the
same ruin. Such rigid justice, for so he termed
it, was, in the opinion of Severus, the only con-
duct capable of ensuring peace to the people, or
stability to the prince; and he condescended
slightly to lament, that, to be mild, it was neces-
sary that he should first be cruel.”

! Dion (1. Ixxv, p. 1284); ounly twetty-nine senators are mentioned
by Lim, but forty.one are named in the Angnstan History, p. 69, among
whom were six of the vame of Pescenvivs. Herodian (L. ili, p. 115),
speaks in general of the craeltien of Severos,

= Actelins Victor,



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 197

The true interest of an absolute monarch ge- €HA.
nerally coincides with that of his people. Their ..........
numbers, their wealth, their order, and their se- The wis
curity, are the best and only foundations of his _;’::t';c?ﬂr
real greatness; and were he totally devoid of hissver®
virtue, prudence might supply its place, and
would dictate the same rule of conduct. Severus
considered the Roman empire as his property,
and had no sooner secured the possession, than
he bestowed his care on the cultivation and im-
provement of 8o valuable an acquisition. Salu-
tary laws, executed with inflexible firmness,
soon corrected most of the abuses with wlich,
gince the death of Marcus, every part of the go-
vernment had been infected. In the admiois-
'ration of justice, the judgments of the emperor
were characterised by attention, digcerniuent,
and impartiality; and whenever he deviated
from the strict line of equity, it was generally
in favour of the poor and oppressed; not so
much indeed from any sense of humanity, as
from the natural propensity of a despot, to hum-
ble the pride of greatness, and to sink all his
subjects to the same common level of absoluie
dependence, His expensive taste for build-

Ing, magnificent shows,and above all, a constant
and liberal distribution of' corn and provisions,
were the surest means of captivationg the affec-
tion of the Roman people,® The misfortunes of

* Dion, L Ixxvi, p. 1273, Hist. Avgust. p. 67, Severus cele-
brated the secular games with extracrdioary magpificence, and ke
left in ihe poblic granaries a provision of corn for sevcn years, at

the rate of 75,000 modii, or about 2500 querters per day. I mm
persuaded,
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civil discord were obliterated. The calm of
peace and prosperity was once tore experienc-
ed in the provinces; and many cities, restored
by the munificence of Severus, assurned the title
of his colonies, and attested by public monu-
ments their gratitude and felicity. The fame
of the Roman arms was revived by that warlike
and successful emperor,? and he boasted, with
a just pride, that having received the empire
oppressed with foreign and domestic wars, he

- left it established in profound, universal, and

Relaxatl-
on of mili-
tary disci-

Pine,

honourable peace.®

Although the wounds of civil war appeared
completely healed, its mortal poison still lurked
in the vitals of the constitution. Severus pos-
sessed a considerable share of vigour and ability;
but the daring soul of the first Casar, or the deep
policy of Augustus, were scarcely equal to the
task of curbiog the insolence of the victorions
fegions. By gratitude, by misguided policy,
by seeming necessity, Severus was induced to re-
lax the nerves of discipline,” The vanity of his

persnaded, that the granaries of Beverus were supylied. for a long
term ; hut T am not leas persunded, thet policy on the one hand, and
sdmiration on the other, magnified the hoard far Deyond it true
centents,

¢ See Bpavheim's treatise on sucicnt medals, the inscriptions, and onr
learned traveliers Spon and Wheeler, Shaw, Pocock, &. who, in Afiic,
Gretee, and Asfa, have found more mohuments of Severns, thau of any
other Roman emperor whatsoever.

* He carried his victorious arms to Selencia and Ctesiplion, the ca.
pitals of the Parthian monarchy. I shall have occasion to nicotion this
war i its proper plage,

9 Egiarm im Britarnis, waa his own just and emphatie expression, Hist.
Augnal, 73.

* Herodiap, L. Iil, p. 116, Hist, August. p. 68



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 199

soldiers waa flattered with the honour of wearing cHap,
g'old rings; their ease was mdulged in the per- ...:.....
mission of living with their wives in the idleness
of quarters. He increased their pay beyond the
example of former times, and taught them to ex-
pect, and soon to claim, extraordinary donatives
on every public occasion of danger or festivity.
Elated by success, enervated by luxury, and
raised above the level of subjects by their dan-
gerousprivileges,’ they soon becameincapable of
military fatigue, oppressive to the country, and
impatient of a just subordination. Their officera
asserted the superiority of rank by a more pro-
fusc and elegant luxury. There is still extant a
letter of Severus, lameuting the licentious atate
of the army, and exhorting one of his generals to
pegin the necessary reformation from the tri-
bunes themselves; since, as he justly observes,
the officer who has forfeited the esteem, will
never command the obedience, of his soldiers.!
Had the emperor pursued the train of reflec-
tion, he would have discovered, that the pri-
mary cause of this general corruption, might
be ascribed, not indeed to the example, but to
the pernicious indnlgence, however, of the com-
mander in chief.

The praatorlans who murdered their emperor New cuta-

and sold the empire, had received the JUSE PU- of tbe prme

nishment of their treason; but the necessa}y,m

* Upoa the insolence and privileges of the soldlers, the 16th aatire,
fulsely ascribed to Jovensl, may be comsglted; the style und clrcum-
atances of it would induce e to believe, that it was compored under .
the reign of Severus, ar that of bls sem

t Hist. Angust. p, 78,
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CBAP. though dangerous, institution of guards, was
seeserssss 800D Testored on a new model by Severus, and
increased to four times the ancient mumber.®
Formerly these troops had been recruited in

Italy ; and as the adjacent provinces gradunally
imbibed the softer manners of Rome, the levies

were extended to Macedonia, Noricum, and

Spain. In the room of theee elegant troops,

better adapted to the pomp of courts than to

the uses of war, it was established by Severus,

that from all the legions of the frontiers, the sol-

diers most distinguisned for strength, valour,

and fidelity, should be occasiconally draughted ;

and promoted, as an honour and reward, into

the more eligible service of the guards* By

this new institution, the Jtalian youth were di-

verted from the exercise of arms, and the capi-

tal was terrified by the strange aspect and man-

ners of a multitude of barbarians. But Seve-

rus flatiered himself, that the legions would
consider these chosen pretorians as the repre-
sentatives of the whole military order ; and that

the present aid of fifty thousand men, superior

in arms and appeintments to any force that

could be brought into the field against them,

would for ever crush the hopes of rebellion, and

~ secure the empire to himself and his posterity.
Theofice 'The command of these favoured and formi-
:itu‘;r:rt:' dable troops soon became the first office of the
“<. empire. As the government degenerated into
military despotism, the pretorian prefect, who

* Herodian, 1. iii, p. 131.,
* Dien, 1, Ixuiv, p. 1243,






202
CHAP.

ooooooooo

New max.
ims of the
imperial
proroga-
tives.,

THY DECLINE AXD FALL

the despotism of military command. His haugh-
.ty and inflexible spirit conld not discover, or
would not acknowledge, the advantage of pre-
serving an intermediate power, however imagin-
ary, between the emperor and the army. He
disdained to profess himself the servant of an as-
sembly that detested his person, and trembled at
his frown ; he issued his commands, where his
request would have proved as effectnal ; assum-
ed the conduct and style of a sovereign and a
conqueror, and exercised, without disguise, the
whole legislative as well as the executive power.

The victory over the senate was easy and in-
glorious. Every eye and every passion were di-
rected to the supreme magistrate, who posses.
sed the arms and treasure of the state; whilst
the senate, ueither elected by the people, nor
guarded by military force, nor animated by
public spirit, rested its declining authority on
the frail and crumbling basis of ancient opinion.
The fine theory of a repuhlic insensibly vanish-
ed, and made way for the more natural and sub-
stantial feelings of monarchy. As the freedom
and honours of Rome were successively com-
municated to the provinces, in which the old
government had been either unknown, or was
remembered with abhorrence, the tradition of
republican maxims was gradually obliterated.
The Greek historians of the age of the Anto-
nines,* observe with a malicious Pleasure, that
aithough the sovereign of Rome, in compliance
with an obsolete prejudice, abstained from the

* Appian ln Proem,
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name of king, he possessed the full measure of
regal power. In the reign of Severus, the se-
nate was filled with polished aund eloquent slaves
from the eastern provinces, who justified per-
sonal flattery by speculative prmciples of servi-
tude. These new advocates of prerogative were
beard with pleasure by the court, and with pa-
tience hy the people, when they inculcated the
duty of passive obedience, and descanted on the
inevitable mischiefs of freedom. The lawyers
and the historians concurred m teaching, that
the imperial authority was held, not by the de-
legated commission, but by the irrevocable re-
signation of the senate; that the emperor was
freed from the restraint of civil laws, could com-
mand by his arbitrary will the lives and for-
tunes of his subjects, and might dispose of the
empire as of his private patrimony.! 'The most
eminent of the civil lawyers, and particularly
Papinian, Paulas, and Ulpian, flourished under
the bouse of Severus; and the Roman jurispru-
dence having closely united itself with the sys-
tem of monarchy, was supposed to have zttain-
ed its full maturity and perfection.

The contemporaries of Severus, in the enjoy-
oent of the peace and glory of his reign, forgave
the cruelties by which it had been introduced.
Posterity, who experienced the fatal effects of his
maxims and example, justly considered him as
the principal author of the decline of the Roman
empire,

* Dion Casmim seenw 1o Bnve written with no other wiew, than fo
form these opinlons into so hlstosical system. The pandecis will
shew how amsidaously the lawyers, on their side, abotred ip the cause
of prerogulive.

20%
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The dealh of Severus.—Tyranny of Caracalla.—
Usurpation of Macrinus.— Follies of Elagaba-
lus.—Virtues of Alexander Severus.— Licent:-
ousness of the army.—General siate of the
Roman finances.

"T'HE ascent to greatness, however steep and
dangerous, may entertain an active spirit with
the consciousness and exercise of its own pow-
ers; but the possession of a throne could never
vet afford a lasting satisfaction to an ambi-
tious mind. - This melancholy truth was felt
and ackuowledged by Severus. Fortune and
merit had, from an humble station, elevated him
to the first place among mankind. * He had
* been all things,” as he said himself, * and all
“ was of little value.”* Distracted with the care,
not of acquiring, but of preserving an empire,
oppressed with age and infirmities, careless of
fame,* and satiated with power, all his pros-
pects of life were closed. The desire of perpe-
tuating the greatness of his family, was the only
remaining wish of his ambition and paternal

‘tenderness.

His wife
the em-
j+ress Jolia

Like most of the Africans, Severus was pas-
sionately addicted to the vain studies of magic
and divination, deeply versed in the interpreta-

* Hist. Avgust. p. Tk, Omnia ful et pihil expedit.™"
* Dion Cassivs, L. Fxavii, p. 1584,
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cHAe. the most splendid reputation. She was the pa-
troness of every art, and the {riend of every man
of genius.* The grateful flattery of the learned
has celebrated her virtue; but, if we may cre-
dit the scandal of uncient Listory, chastity was
very far from being the most conspicuous virtue
of the empress Julia."
Thelr two Two sons, Caracalla' and Geta, were the fruit
calls sa Of this marriage, and the destined heirs of the
Getv  empire. The fond hopes of the father, and of
the Roman world, were soon disappointed by
these vain youths, who displayed the indolent
sccurity of hereditary princes, and a presump-
tion that fortune would supply the place of me-
rit and application. Without any emulation of
virtue or talents, they discovered, almost from
their infancy, a fixed and implacable antipathy
Their me. for eaca other. Their aversion, confirmed by
iayever- vears, and fomented by the arts of their inte-
exch other pogted favourites, broke out in childish, and
gradually in more serious competitions, and,
at length, divided the theatre, the cireus, aud
the court, into two factions, actuated by the
hopes and fears of their respective leaders.
The prudent emperor endeavoured, by every

o Frrreer

* Sec n dimacriation of Menage, at the end of his edition of Diogens
Laeniva, de Faminis Pbilosophis,

® Dion, . bxxvi, p. 1285. Aurelios Vietor,

! Basgianns was his first name, as it bad been that of his matermal
grandfuther. Dering his reign, he amumed the appellation of Ants.
ninss, which is employed by luwyers and sncient historians, Afterbin
death, the public indignation loaded him with the nick-nanes of Ta-
rantus and Carncalia, The fint was borrowed from a celebruted gha-
diator, the secend from n long Gallic gown which he dulribated o the
peopic of Rome.
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advanced age (for he was above three-ucore),
and his gout, which obliged him to be carried
in a litter, he transported himself in persoa in-
to that remote island, attended by his two sons,
his whole court, and a formidable army. He
immediately passed the walls of Hadrian and
‘Antoninus, and entered the enmemy’s country,
with the design of completing the long-attempt-
ed conquest of Britain. He penetrated to the
northern extremity of the istand, without meet-
ing an enemy. But the concealed ambuscades
of the Caledonians, who hung unseen on the
rear and flanks of his army, the coldness of the
climate, and the severity of a winter march a-
cross the hills and morasses of Scotland, are
reported to have cost the Romans above fifty
thousand men. The Caledonians at length
yielded to the powerful and obstinate attack,
sued for peace, and surrendered a part of their
arms, and a large track of territory. But their
apparent submission lasted no longer than the
present terror. As soon as the Homan legions
had retired, they resutned their hostile inde-
pendence. Their restless spirit provoked Seve-
rus to send a new army into Caledonia, with the
most bloody orders, not to subdue, but to extir-
pate the natives. They were saved by the death
of their haughty enemy.” ‘

This Caledonian war, neither marked by de-
cisive events, nor attended with any important
consequences, would ill deserve our attention;
but 1t is supposed, not without a considerable

* Dion, L. Ivavi, p. 1880, &c. Hecrodian, L. iii, p. 132, &c.






810 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CAAP. calls, with the bravery, the tenderness, the ele-
wwereee gant genius of Ossian; tbe mercenary chiefawho,
from motives of fear ur interest, served under the
imperial standard, with the freehorn warnors
who started to arms at the voice of the king o
Morven; if, in a word, we contemplated the
untutored Caledonians, glowing with the warm
virtues of nature, and the degenerate Romans,
polluted with the mean vices of wealth and sle-
very. '
ambitioe  Thedeclining healthand last illness of Severus
ofCar-  inflamed the wild amhition and black passions of
Caracalla’s soul. Impatient of any delay or divi-
sion of empire, he attempted, more than once,
to shorten the small remainder of his father's
days, and endeavoured, but without success, to
excite a mutiny amoog the troops? The oid
emperor had often censured themisguided lenity
of Marcus, who, by a single act of justice, might
have saved the Romans from the tyranny of his
worthless ron. Placed in the same situation, h
experienced how easily the rigour of a judge dis-
solves away in the tenderness of a parent. He
deliberated, he threatened, but he could not
punish; and this last and only instance of mercy
was more fatal to the empire than a long se ies
Deatb of of cruelty.’ . The disorder of bis mind erri-
and accen. tated the pains of his body; he wished impa-
ponoflis yiently for death, and hastened the instant of

two som,

A w'},;)ll it by his impatience. He expired at York i

My,
? Dion, L lxxvi, p, 1389, Hist. August p. T1. Asrel. Victor,,
1 Dion, |, Ixxvi, p. 1288, Hist, Augnat. p, 80,
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the sixty-fith year of his life, and in the eigh- cuar.
teenth of a glorious and successful reign. Inhis__ ‘"
last moments he recommended coucord to his
sons, and his sons to the army. The salutary
advice never reached the heart, or even the un-
dérstanding, of the impetuous youths ; but the
wre dBedient troops, mindful of their oath of
¢llegiance, aud of the authority of their deceased
Master, resisted the solicitations of Caracalla,
and proclaimed bothi brothers emperors of Rome.
Thé niew princes soon left the Caledonians in
peace, returned to the capital, celebrated their
fiuther’s funeral with divine honours, and were
cheerfully acknowledged as lawful sovereigns,
by the senate, the people, and the provinces.
Some pre-eminence of rank seems to have been
allowed to the elder brother ; but they both ad-
ministered the empire with equal and independ-
ent power.’

Such a divided form of government would yeatoosy
have proved a source of discord between the 4y
most affectionate brothers. It was impogsible emperor
that it could long subsist between two impla- -
cable enemies, who neither desired nor could
trast a reconciliaﬁon. It was visible that one
only could reign, and that the other must fall;
and each of them judging of his rival’s desigus
by his own, guarded bis lifé with the most jea-
lous vigilance from the repeated attacks of poi-
son or the sword. Their rapid journey through

oooooooooo

Dioen, 1. Ixxvf, p. 1384, Herodian, L ki, p. 134,
2
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cuar. Gaul and Italy, during which they never eat at

veerornens the same table, or slept in the same house, dis-
played to the provinces the odious spectacle of
fraternal discord. On their arrival at Rome,

" they immediately divided the vast extent of the

imperial palace’ No communication was al-
lowed between their apartments ; the doors and
passages were diligently fortified, and guards
posted ‘'and relieved with the same strictness as -
in a besieged place. The emperors met only
in public, in the presence of their afflicted mo-
ther; and each surrounded by a numerous train
of armed followers. Even on these occasious
of ceremony, the dissimulation of courts could
ill disguise the rancour of their hearts.!

Freitles  This latent civil war already distracted th

negoeiatl.
onfor di. Whole government, when a scheme was suggest-

cacstte ed that seemed of mutual benefit to the hostile

fween  hrothers. It was proposed, that since it was

* Mr. Hnme is justly sarprised at a pauage of Herodian (1. iv, p.
139), who, on this occmsion, represants the imperiai palace as cqual im
eutent to the reat of Rome. ‘The whole reglon of the Palatine moont,
on which it was built, oceapled, nt most, & circumference of elvven
or twelre thousand feet {see the Notitia and Victor, in Nardints
Roma Antlca). But we shonld recoilect that the opulent senators had
almost surrounded the city with their extemive gerdens and anperb
pulaces, the grestest part of which had been graduslly confiscated by
the etwperors. If Geta resided in the gardens that bore bis pame om
the Jueolewlum, and if Caracalle inhinbited the gardens of Mecenss on
the Eaqoeline, the rival brothers were separated from each other by
the distance of severul miles ; and yet the intermediate spuce was filled
by the imperial gardens of Bsltnst, of Lacullost, of Agrippa, of Domi-
dan, of Calss, &e. all skirting roond the city, and all connected with
tach other, and with the palace, by bridges thrown over the Tiber nnd
the sircets.  But this explanation of Herodian would require, thomgh
It i destrves, u particular dlssertation, illutrated by a mp of aucient

* Harodisn, I, iv, p. 180,
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impossible to reconcile their minds, they should
separate their interest, and divide the empire
between them. The conditions of the treaty
were already drown with some accuracy. It was
agreed, that Caracalla, as the elder brother,
should remain in possession of Europe and the
western Africa, and that he should relinquish
the sovereignty of Asia and Egypt to Geta, who
“might fix his residenceat Alexandria or Antioch,
citien little inferior to Rome itself in wealth and
greatness; that numerous armies should be con-
stantly encamped on either side of the Thracian
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Bosphorus, to gnard the frontiers of the rival-

monarchies ; and that the senators of European
extraction should acknowledge the sovereign of
Rome, whilst the natives of Asia followed the
emperor of the East. The tears of the empress
Julia interrupted the negociation, the first idea
of which had filled every Roman breast with
surprise and indignation. The mighty mass of
conquest was 80 intimately united by the hand
of time and policy, that it required the most for-
cible violence to rend it asunder. The Romans
had reason to dread, that the disjointed mem-
bers would soon be reduced by a civil war un-
der the dominion of one master; but if the se-

paration was permanent, the division of the pro- °

vinces must terminate in the dissolution of an
empire whose unity had hitherto remained in-

violate,®

= Hurpdlan, L iv, p. 144
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| CHAP. Had the treaty been carried into execution,
... the sovereign of Earope might soon have been
Murderof the couquerorof Asia; LutCaracalla obtained an,
f’:?’m easier though a more guilty victory. Heartfully,
th Fe* listened to hismotber’s entreaties, and consented,
FURry.
to meet his brother in her apartment, on terms,
of peace and reconciliation. In the midst of.
their conversation, some centurions, who
contrived to conceal themselves, rushed wit
drawn swords upon the unfortunate Geta, His
distracted mother strove to protect him in her
arms ; but, in the unavailing struggle, she was
wounded in the hand, and covered with the
blood of her younger son, while she saw the
elder animating and assisting™ the fury of the
assassins, As soon a8 the deed was perpetrat
ed, Caracslla, with hasty steps, and horror ir
his countenance, ran towards the pretor
camp as his only refuge, and threw himsel
the ground before the statues of the tutelar del- -
ties” The soldiers attempted to raise and com- |
fort'him., In broken and disordered words he .
informed them of his imminent danger and for-,
tunate escape; insruating that he had preventf-f:
ed the designs of his enemy, and declared higg
resolution tolive and die with his faithful troops.

* Caracalin consecrated, In the temple of Serapis, the sword, with
which, as Le boasted, he had slain his brother Geta, Dion, 1. lxxvii,
p. 1307,

* Herodian, L iv, p. 147. In every Roman camp there was u soall
chapel near the hend-quarters, in which the statues of the tatelar deities
were preserved and adored ; und we may remark, tbat the eagies, and
other military ensignu, were in the first rank of whese delties ; an excel-
Jeut inatitation, which confirmed discipline hy the sanction of religion.
See Lipsius de Mililid Romand, Iv, 5, v, 8,
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Geta had been the favourite of the soldiers; cHap,
but complaint was useless, revenge was dan-m:im
gerons, and they still reverenced the son”of
Severus. Their discontent died away in idle
murmurs, and Caracalla seon convinced thein of
the justice of his cause, by distributing in one
lavish donative the accumnulated treasures ofhis
father's reign.* The real sentimenis of the sol-
diers alone were of importance to his power or
safety. Their declaration in his favour com-
manded the dutiful professions of the senate.
The obsequious assembly was always prepared
to ratify the decision of fortune; but as Cara-
calla wished to assnage the first emotions of
public indignation, the name of Geta was men-
tioned with decency, and he received the funeral
honours of a Roman emperor.” Posterity, in pity -
te his misfortane, has cast a veil over his vices. -
We consider that young prince as the innocent
viclim of his brother’s ambition, without recol-
lecting that he himselfwanted power, ratherthan
inchination, to consunmnate the same attemptsof
revenge and murder.

The crime went not unpunished. Neither remorse
busirtess, nor pleasure, nor flattery, could defend }dcgrer
Caracalla from the stings of a guilty conscicoce, <.
and he confessed, in the anguish of a tortured
mind, that his disordered fancy often beheld the
angry forms of his father and his brother, rising

* Herodisn, 1. iv, p. 148. Dlom, L lxxvii, p. 1289,
_* Geta waa plaeed among the gods.  Bit dixus, dum non it viswr, uid
ble brother. Hist. Angmit. p, 91, Some muwrks of Geta's consecration
are sill found vpon medals,
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into life, to threaten and upbraid him* The
consciousness of his crime should have induced
him to convince mankind, by the virtues of his
reign, that the blaody decd had been the invo-
Iuntary effect of fatal necessity. But the repent.
ance of Caracalla only prompted him to remove
from the world whatever could remind him of
his guilt, or recal the memory of his murdered
brother. On his return from the senate to the
palace, he found his mother in the company of
several noble matrons, weeping overtheuntimely
fate of her younger son. The jealous emperor
threatened them with instant death; the sentence
was executed against Fadilla, the last remaining
daughter of the emperor Marcus; and even the
afflicted Julia was obliged to silence her lament
ations, to suppress her gighs, and to receive the
assassin with smiles of joy and approbation, It
was computed that, under the vague appellation
of the friends of Geta, above twenty thousand
persons ofboth sexes suffered death, His gnards
and freedmen, the ministers of his serious busk
ness, and the companions of his looser hours,
those who by his interest had been promoted to
any commands in the ary or provinces, with the
long-connected chein of their dependents, were
included inthe proscription; whichendeavoured
to reach every one who had maintained the
smallest correspondence with Geta, who lament.
ed his death, or who evemymentioned his name.*

* Dien, I. Ixxvil, p. 1807,

® Dion, L lxxvii, p- 1209. Herodian, L iv, p. 150. Dion (p. 1398}

says, that the comic poets ne longer durst empluy the paine of Gew in
their
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Hetvius Pertinax, son to the prince of that name,
lost his life by an unseasonable witticism.* It
was a sufficient crime of Thrasea Priscus to be
descended from a family in which the love of
liberty seemed an hereditary quality The
particular causes of calumny and suspicion were
at length exhausted; and when a senator was
accused of being a secret enemy to the govern-
ment, the emperor was satisfied with the general
proof that he was a man of property and virtue.
From this well-grounded principle he frequent-
‘ly drew the most bloody inferences.
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The execution of so many innocent citizens Dest of
was bewailed by the secret tears of their friends Peisisa

and families. The death of Papinian, the pre-
torian prefect, was lamented as a public cala.
mity. During the last seven years of Severus,
he had exercised the most important offices of
the state, ahd, by his salutary influence, guided
the emperor’s steps in the paths ef justice and
moderation. In full agsurance of his virtues and
abilities, Severus, on his death-bed, had conjur-
ed him to watch over the prosperity and union

their plays, and that the estates of those who mentioned it in their tes-
wments, were confiscaled.

4 Caracaila had asaomed the pames of several congqnered natlom
Pertinax obwerved, that the name of Geliens (he had abtained some ad.
‘vantage of the Goths or Getm) wounld be a proper additien o Parhi.
e, Afemnnnicus, &c. Hist. Auguat. p. 98.

* Dion, L Ixxvii, p. 1281. He was probably docended frem Hel
vidios Priscus, and Thrasea Pwtis, those patriols, whose firm,
bt necless and unscasopable virtue, has been immortalized by Ta-
citup,
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CHAE: of the imperial family. The houest labours of

veresesses. Papinian served only toinflame the hatred which
Caracalla bad already couceived against his fa-
ther's minister. After the murder of Geta, the
prefect was coinmanded to exert the powers of
his skill and eloquence in a studied apology for
that atrocious deed. The philosophic Seneca
had condescended to compose a similar epistle
to the senate, in the name of the son and assas-
sin of Agrippina:® “ That it was easier to com-
‘“ mit than to justify a parricide,” was the glo-
rious reply of Papinian,* who did not hesitate
between the loes of life and thatof honour. Such
intrepid virine, which had escaped pure and
unsullied from the iotrigues of courts, the hahits
of busimess, and the arts of his profession, reflects
more Justre o the memory of Papinian, than
aH his great employments, his numerous writ-
ings, and the superior reputation as a lawyer,
which he has preserved through every age of
the Roman jurisprudence.

Rietyran. 1t had hitherto been the peculiar felicity of the

1y extend. Romans, and in the worst of times their con-

whole e 80lation, that the virtue of the emperors was

W' active, and their vice indolent. Augustus, Tra-
jan, Hadrian, and Marcus, visited their exten-
sive dominions in person, and their progress was
marked by acts of wisdom and beneficence.

£t 1s said that Papinian was himeelf a relation of the empress
Julin.

* Tucit. Aondl, zjv, 4,

* Hist. Angust. p. 88.

! With regard to Fapinian, see Heloecclns's Historia Jurls Romamd,
L 280, e,
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The tyranny of Tiberius, Nero, and Domman, CHAP.

who resided almost constautly at Rome, or in _
theadjacentvillas, was confined to the senatorial
and equestrian orders." But Caracalla was the
common enemy of mavkind. He left the capi-

Caa el

tal (and he never returned to it) about a year a.». 21%

after the murder of Geta. The rest of his reign
was spent in the several provinces of the em-
pire, particularly those of the East, and every
province was, by turns, the scene of his rapine
and cruelty. The senators, compelled by fear
to attend his capricions motions, were obliged
to provide daily entertainments, at an ilumense
expence, which he abandaned with contempt to
his guards; and to erect, in every city, magnifi-
cent palaces and theatres, which he either dis-
dained to visit, or ordered to he unmedmiely
thrown down, ‘The most wealthy families were
ruined by partial fines and confiscations, and thre

greatbody of hissubjects oppressed byingenions

and aggravated taxes.’ In the midst of peace,
and upon the slightest provocation, heissued his
commands, at Alexandria in Egypt, for a gene-
ral massacre. From a secure post in the temple

gpis, he viewed and directed the slaughter
sy thousand citizens, as well as strangers,
v:ll!nm distinguishing either the number or the
crime of the sufferers; since, as he cooly inforin-

* Tiberins and Domitian never moved from the neighbourbood, of
Rome. Nero made a short journey into Greeee, “ Et landatorum

principomn mus ¢x wque quamyis procul ageptibng, Bamvi prozimis

ingroaal” Tasit, Hist, iv, 75.
Dion, L. Iaavii, p. 1204
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(:HAP. ed the senate, ali the Alexandrians, those who
had penshed and those who had escaped, were
alike guilty.’
Relsxation The wise instructions of Severus never made
ine.  @ny lasting impression on the mind of his son,
who, although not destitute of hnagination and
eloquence, was equally devoid of judgment and
humanity.® One daugerous maxim, worthy of
a tyrant, was remembered and abused by Cara-
calla, «“ To secure the affections of the army,
“ and to esteem the rest of his subjects as of
“ little moment.™ But the liberality of the
father had been restrained hy prudence, and hia
indulgence to the troops was tempered hy firm-
ness and ‘authority. The careless profusion of
the son was the policy of one reign, and the in
evitable ruin hoth of the army and of the em-
pire. The vigour of the soldiers, instead of be-
ing confirmed by the severe discipline of camps,
melted away in the luxury of cities, The ex-
cessive increase of their pay and donatives,® ex-

L

! Dion, 1. 1xxvi, |y, 1807. Herodian, 1. iv, p. 168. The former re-
presentis it as & cruel massacre, the Iatter as a perfidions ove too. It
seems probable, that the Alexandrinns had lrritated the tyrant by their
railleries, and perhaps by their tumulis, ,

™ Dien, 1, xxvii, p. 1294,

* Dion, L Ixxvi, p. 1284. Mr. Wotton (Hist. of Rome, p. 330} sus-
pects that this mexim was invented by Caracall himself, und nttrikat.
e to his father.

¢ Dion (1 Ixxvili, p. 1348} ipformu us, that the extraordinary
gifts of Caracalls to the army smounted anneally to seventy mil-
lions of drachms (ahott two millions three hundred and ffty thow-
sand pounds). There i3 another passage in Dion, ¢oncerniog the
military. pay, iofinitely curions; wcre [t not obscare, imperfect, and
probably corrupt. The best sense seams to be, that the pratorise

goards

- - o
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hausted the state to enrich the mlhtary order,
whose modesty in peace, and service in war, are
best secured by an honourable poverty. The
demeanour of Caracalla was haughty and full
of pride; but with the troops he forgot even the
proper dignity of his rank, encouraged their in-
solent familiarity, and, neglecting the essential
duties of a general, affected to imitate the dress
and manners of a common soldier.

It was impossible that such a character, and
such conduct asthat pf Caracalla, could inspire
either love or esteem; but as long as his vices
were beneficial to the armles he wassecure from
the danger of rebellion. A secret conspiracy,
provoked by his own jealousy, was fatal to the
tyrant. The pretorian prefecture was divided
betwween two ministers. The military depart-
ment was intrusted to Adventus, an experienced
rather than an able soldier; and the civil affairs
were transacted by Opilius Macrinus, who, by
his dexterity in business, had raised himself, with
a fair ckaracter, to that high office. But his
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor,
and his life might depend on the slightest sus-
picion, or the most casual circumstance. Malice
or fanaticismhad suggested toan African, deeply

guards received tweive hundred and 6ty drachom (forty pounds) a
year {Dion, . Ixxvii, p. 1507). Under the reign of Augustua, they
were prid at the rate of two drachme, br denaril, per day, 720 a year
{Taclt, Annal, i, }7}. Domitian, who increased the soldiers pay one
fonrth, most have raised the prietorians 1o 960 drachmm (Gronovins de
Peconik Veteri, L. 1ii, c. 2). These snccestive angmentstions reined
the empire, for, wilb the scidiers pay, their numbers too were increms-
od. We have seen the prretorians alone incressed from 10,000 te
58,000 ren.,

221
CHAP,

hgbbop Sl

Murder of
Caracails,
4. D. 817
Gth M



222

THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP. skilled in the knowledge of futurity, 2 very dan-
wonoenre. gerous prediction, that Macrinus ard hia som

were destined to reign over the empire. The
report was soon diffused through the province ;
and when the man was sent id chains to Reme,
he still asserted, in the presence of the prefect of
the city, the faith of his prophecy. That ma-
gistrate, who had received the most pressing in-
structions to inform himself of the successars of
Caracalls, immediately communicated the exa-
mination of the African to the imperial court,

~ which at that time resided in Syrie. But, not-

withetanding the diligence of the puhlic méssen

gers, a friend of Macrinus found means to apprize
him of the approaching danger. The emperor
received the letters from Rome; and as he was
then engaged in the conduct of a chariot race,
he delivered them unopened to the pratorian
prefect, directing him to dispatch the ordinary
affairs, and to report the more important husi-
ness that might be contained in them. Macrinus
read his fate, and resolved to prevent it. He
inflamed the discontents of some inferiorofficers,
and emnployed the hand of Martialis, a desperaté
soldrer, who had been refused the rank of cen-
turion. The devotion of Caracaila prompted
him o make a pilgrimage from Edessa to the
celebrated temple of the moon at Carrhe. He
was attended hy a hody of cavalry; hut havmg
stopped on the road forsome necessaryoccasion,

his guards preserved a respectful distance, and
Martialis approaching his person under a pre-
teuce of duty, stabbed him with a dagger. The
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master. The choice of the army (for the autho<
rity of a distant and, feeble senate was little re-
garded) hung in anxious suspense; as no can-
didate presented himself whose distinguished
birth and merit could engage their attachment,
and unite their suffrages. The decisive weight
of the pretorian guards elevated the hopes of
their prefects, and these powerful ministers be-
gan to assert their legal claim to fill the vacancy
of the imperial throne. Adventus, however, the
senior prefect, conscious of his age and infirmi-
ties, of his small reputation, and his smaller
abilities, resigned the dangerous honour to the
craftyambition of his colleague Macrinus,whose
well dissembled grief removed all suspicion of
his being accessary to his master’s death.! The
troops neither loved nor esteemed his character.
They cast their eyes around in search of a com-
petitor, and at last yielded with reluctance to
his promises of unbounded liberality and indul-
gence. A short time after his accession, lie con-
ferred on his son Diadumenianus, at the age of
only ten years, the imperial title and the popu-
lar nawne of Antoninus, The beautiful figure of
the youth, assiated by an additional donative,
for which the ceremony furnished a pretext,
might attract, it was hoped, the favour of the
army, and secure the doubtfil throne of Ma-
crinus,

The authority of the new sovereign had been
ratified by the cheerful submission of the senate
and provinces. They exulted in their unexpect-

* Heredian, . iv, p. 168, Hist. Aogust p. B
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ed deliverance fromn a hated tyrant,and itseemed cHarp.
of little consequence to exaraine into the virtues i
of the successor of Caracalla. But as soon as the
first{ransports of joyand surprise had subsided,
they began to scrutinize the merits of Macrinus’
with a eritical severity, and to arraign the hasty
choice of the army. It had hitherto been cou-
sidered as a fundamental maxim of the constitu-
tion, that the emperor must be always chosen in
the senate, and the sovereign power, no longer
exercised by the whole body, was always dele;
gated to one of ity members. But Macrinus
was not a senator” The sudden elevation of
the pretorian prefects betrayed the meanness of
their origin ; and the equestrian order was still
in possession of that great office, which com-
manded with arbitrary sway the lives and for-
tunes of the senate. A murinur of indignation
was beard, that a man whose obscure® extrac-
tion had never been illustrated by any signal
service, should dare to invest himself with the
purple, iustead of bestowing it on some distin-

Sroserrepd

* Dion, L Ixaxvili, p. 1350, Elagabalus reproached his predecessor,
with daring to seat himself on the throne; thongh, 8s pretorian pre-
fect, he conid nat have heen ndmitted into thre senate after the voice
of the cryer bad cleared the Lhonse. ‘The personal fuvour of Plantiauns
and Sejanus bad broke throngh the established rule. They roseindeed
Frow the vqoestrian order, bnt they preserved the prefectnre with the
rark of senator, and even with the consulship.

* He was a native of Casarea, in Numidis, and began his fortune by
serving io the Louschold of Plantian, from whose riin he narrowiy
escaped, His enemies nmserted that he was born w slave, and had
exerciaed, amongst other infarous profeaslons, that of gladintor, The
fashion of wspersing the birth and condition of an edversary, seems to
have fasted from the time of the Oreck orators, 0 the lexrned grame
mmarinps of the Iast age,

YOL. I. Q@
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guished sepator, equal in birth and dignity te
the splendour of the imperial station. Awssoon
as the character of Macrinus was surveyed by
the sharp eye of discontent, some vites, and
many defects, were easily discovered. The
choice of his ministers was in many instances
justly censured, aud the ’dissatisfied people,
with their usual candour, accused at once his
indolent tameness and his excessive severity."
His rash ambition had climbed a height where
it was difficult to stand with firmness, and im-
possible to fall without instant destruction.
Trained in the arts of courts and the forms of
civil business, he trembled in the presence of
the fierce and undisciplined multitude over
whom he had assumed the coitnmand ; his mits-
tary talents were despised, and his persosal
courage suspected ; & whisper that circulated
in the camp, disclosed the fatal secret of the
conspiracy against the late émperor, aggravated
the guilt of murder by the baseness of hypo-
ccrisy, and heightened contempt by detestation.
To alienate the soldiers, and to provoke inevi-
table ruin, the character of a reformer was only
wanting ; and such was the peculiar hardship
of his fate, that Macrinus was compelled to
exercise that invidious office. The prodigality
of Caracalla had left behiad it a long train of
ruin and disorder ; and if that worthless tyrant

* Both Dion and Herodian speak of the virtoes and vica of Ma
erinas, with candour and impsertisllys but the anthor of his life, in
the Augustan bistory, seems to have implleitly copied some of the we.
val writers, empiayed by Elagabulas, to blacken the memory of him
predecessor, '
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had been capable of reflecting on the sure con- cHaAP.
sequences of his own conduct, he wounld per-,,;,v,f;,,,
hapy have enjoyed the dark prospect of the dis-

tress and calamities which he bequeathed to liis
SNCCEssory,

In the management of this necessary reforma— Maerins
tion, Macrinus proceeded with a cautious pru- relorga
dence, 'which would have restored health and ::".,:,"m'
vigour to the Roman army, in an easy aund al-
most imperceptible manner, To the soldiers
already engaged in the service, he was con-
strained to leave the dangerous privileges and
extravagant pay given by Caracalla; but the
new recruits were received on the more mode-
~ate, though liberal, establishment of Severus,
and gradually formed to modesty and obedi-
ence.* One fatal error destroyed the salutary
effects of this judicious plan. The numerous
army, assembled in the east by the late emper-
or, instead of being immediately dispersed by
Macrinus through the several provinces, were
suffered to remain united in Syria, during the
winter that followed his elevation. . In the luxu-
rious idleness of their quarters, the troops view-
ed their strength aud numbers, comnrunicated
their complaints, and revolved in their minds
the advantages of another revolution. The ve-
terans, instead of being flattered by the advar-
tageous distinction, were alarmed by the first

* * Dion, L Ixxxiii, p. 1338, The sense of the author is as chear as the
iotention of the emperor ; Lot M. Wotton has mistaken both, by noder-
standing the distinetion, not of veterans and reeruits, but of ¢ld and new
legioos. History of Rome, p. 347,

a2
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caar. steps of the emperor, which they considered as
,,,:,',m the presage of his future intentions. The re
‘cruits, with sullen reluctance, cofered on a
service, whose labours were increased, while
its rewards were diminished by a covetous and
unwarlike sovereign. The murmurs of the
army swelled with impunity into seditious cla-
mours; and the partial mutinies betrayed a
spirit of discontent and disaffection, that waited
only for the slightest occasivn to break out on
every side, intoa general rebellion. To minds
thus disposed, the occasion soon presented it-

self.
Destiof  The erspress Julia had experienced all the vi-
F:i.?}'u cissitudes of fortune. From an humble station
ie. 1. She had been raised to greatness, only to tasté
o, preten- the superior bitterness of an exalted rank. She
revoitof  Wag doomed to weep over the death of one of
1u.',":.1?;d her sons, and over the life of the other. The
ot o cruel fate of Caracalla, though her good sense
and Anto- must have long taught her to expect it, awa-
kened the feelings of a mother and of an em-
press. Notwithstanding the respectful civility
expressed by the usurper towards the widow of
Severus, she descended with a painful struggle
into the condition of a subject, and soon with-
drew herself, by a voluntary death, from the
anxious and humiliating dependence’ Julia
Muwsa, her sister, was ordered to leave the
court and Antioch. She retired to Emesa with
an immense fortune, the fruit of twenty years
favour, accompanied by her two danghters,

T Dvon, 1. Ixxviii, p. 1330, The sbridgment of Xiplilin, though les
particular, is in this place clearer than the originel,
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So@mias and Mama®a, each of whom was a CHAP,
widow, and each had anonly son. Bassianus, .........
for that was the name of the son of Soxzmias,
was consecrated to the honourable ministry of
high priest of the sun; and this holy vocation,
embraced either from prudence or superatition,
contributed to raise the Syrian youth to the em-
pire of Rome. A numerous hody of troops was
stationed at Emesa; and, as the severe disci-
pline of Macrinus had constrained them to pass
the winter encamped, they were eager to re-
venge the cruelty of such unaccustomed hard-
ships. The soldiers, who resorted in crowds to
the temple of the sun, beheld with veneration
and delight the elegant dress and figurc of the
young pontiff; they recognized, or they thought
“hat they recognised, the features of Caracalla,
whose memory they now adored. The artful
Mzsa saw and cherished their rising partiality,
and readily sacrificing her daughter’s reputation
to the fortune of her grandson, she insinuated
that Bassianus was the natural son of their
murdered sovereign. The sums distributed by
her emissaries with a lavish hand, silenced every
objection, and the profusion sufficiently proved
the affinity, or at least the resembiance, of Bas- i"; B
sianus with the great original. The young An-
toninus (for he had assumed and polluted that
respectable name) was declared emperor by the
troops of Emesa, asserted his hereditary right,
and called aloud on the armies to follow the
standard of a young and liberal prince, who
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had taken up arms to revenge his father’s
death and the oppression of the military order.*

Whilst a conspiracy of women and eunuchs
was concerted with prudence, and conducted
with rapid vigour, Macrinus, whe, by a deci-
sive motion, might have crushed his infant ene-
my, floated between the opposite extremes of
terror and security, which alike fixed him in-
active at Antioch. A spirit of rebellion diffused
itself through all the camps and garrisons of
Syria, successive detachmeuts murdered their
officers,* and joined the party of the rebels;
and the tardy restitution of military pay and
privileges was imputed to the acknowledged
weakness of Macrinus. At length he marched
out of Antioch, to meet the increasing and zea.
lous army of the young pretender. His own
troops seemed to take the field with faintness
and reluctance; but, in the heat of the battle,*
the pratorian guards, almost by an involuntary

* According to Lampridius (Hist, Augnsy. p. 135), Alexander Se-
verus lived twenty-nine years, three months, snd seven days, Ay ke
wias killed March {9, 535, he was born December 12, 205, and wa
cansequently alyout this time thirtesn years old, as Lis eider consin might
be abont srventeen. This computation solu much hetter the history
of the young princes, than that of Herodian, (1. ¥, p. 181), who repre-
sents him as three years younger ; whilst, by an opposite error of chro-
nology, be lengilens the reign of Elagabalus two years beyond it real
chiration. %For tlie particulars of the conapitaey, see Diop, L Ixxwiil, p.
1339, Herodian, L v, p. 184,

* By » most dangerous prociamation of the pretended Antoninss,
cvery soldier who brought in Lis officer's head, becarme entitled to his
private estate, as well as to his military commission,

* Diom, L Ixxviii, p 1346. Herodian, .. v, p. 188. The battle was

fought neer the village of Immm, shout two-and-twenty miles Crom
Anthoch,
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mopulse, asserted the superiority of their valour ¢map

and discipline. The rebel ranks were broken;,mw'

L rr

when the mother and grandmother of the Syrian
prnce, who, according to their eastern custom,
had attended the army, threw themselves from
their covered chariots, and, by exciting the ‘com-
passion of the soldiers, endeavoured to animate
their drooping courage. Antoninus himself,
who, in the rest of his life, never acted like a
man, in this important crisis of his fate appro-
ved himself a hero, mounted his horse, and, at
the head of his rallied troops, charged sword
in hand among the thickest of the enemy; whilst
the eunuch Gannys, whose occupations had
been confined to female cares and the soft lux.
ury of Asia, displayed the talents of an able
and experienced general. The battle still ra-
ged with doubtful violence, and Macrinus might
have obtained the victory, had he not betrayed
his own cause by a shameful and precipitate
flight. His cowardice served only to protract
his life a few days, and to stamp deserved ig-
nominy on his misfortunes. It is scarcely ne-
cessary to add, that his son Diadumenianus
waa involved in the same fate. As soon as the
stnbborn pretorians could be convinced that
they fought for & prince who had basely de-
serted them, they surrendered to the conquer-
or; the contending parties of the Roman army,
mingling tears of joy and tenderness, united
under the banners of the imagined son of Cara-
calla,and the East acknowledged with pleasure
the first emperor of Asiatic extraction.
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The letters of Macrinus had condescended to

<reveerrr. inform the senate of the slight disturbance occa-

Elagaba-
Tus writes
to the se.
Date,

sioned by an impostor in Syria, and a decree inv
mediately passed, declaring the rebel and his fa- -
mily public enemiecs; with a promise of pardon,
however, tu such of his deluded adherents as
should merit it by an immediate return to their
duty. During thetwenty days that elapsed from
the declaration to the victory of Antoninus (for
in so short an interval was the fate of the Roman
world decided), the capital and the provinces,
more especially those of the Last, were distract-
ed with hopes and fears, agitated with twnult,
and stained with a useless effusion of civil bleod,
since whosoever of therivals prevailed in Syria,
must reign over the empire. The specious let-
ters in which the youug conqueror aunounced
his victory to the obedient senate, were filled
with professions of virtue and moderation ; the
shining examples of Marcus and Augustus, he
should ever consider as the great rule of his ad-
ministration; and he aflected to dwell with pride
on the striking resemblance of his own age and
fortunes with those of Augustus, who in the ear-
liest youth had revenged, by a successful war, the
murder of his father. By adopting the style of
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, son of Antoninus,
and grandson of Severus, he tacitly asserted his
hereditary claim to the empire; but, by assum-
ing the tribunitian and proconsular powers be-
fore they had been couferred on him by a decree

_ of the senate, he offended the delicacy of Roman

prejudice,  This new and injudicious violation
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of the constitution was probably dictated either CHAP.
by the ignorance of his Syrian courtiers, or the ...,......
fierce disdain of his military followers.*

As the attention of the new emperor was di- Pictureof

verted by the most trifling amusements, he wast- gu """
ed many months in his luxurious progress from 4 » 21%.
Syria to Italy, passed at Nicomedia his first
winter after his victory, and deferred tili the en-
suing summer his triumphal entry into the capi-
tal. A faithful picture, however, which preceded
his arrival, and was placed Ly his immediate or-
der over the altar of victory in the senate-house,
conveyed to the Romans the just but unworthy
resemblance of his person and manners. He was
drawn in his sacerdotal robes of sitk and gold,
- after the loose lowing fashion of the Medes and
Pheenicians; his head was covered with a lofty
tiara, his numerous collars and bracelets were
adorned with gems of an inestimable value. His
eyebrows were tinged with black, and his cheeks
painted with an artificial red and white.*. The
grave senators confessed with a sigh, that, after
having long experienced the stern tyranny of
their own countrymen, Rome was at length
humbled beneath the effeminate luxury of ori-
ental despotism.

The sun was worshipped at Emesa, under the i, sper.
name of Elagabalus,* and under the form of a *teo

¢ Dion, I lxxix, p. 1358.

¢ Dion, L lxxix, p. 1303, Herodian, 1. v, p. 189.

* This pame ia derived by the lcarved from two Syrigc words,
Fia, a god, and Gabe!, to form, the forming, or plastic god, a pro-
per, and even heppy epithet for the sun.  Wottan's Mistory of Rome,
p. 374,
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black conical stone, which, as it was universal-
ly believed, had fallen from heaven on that sa-
cred place. To this protecting deity Antoninus,
not without some: recason, ascribed his elevation
to the throne. The display of superstitious
gratitude, was the only serious business of his
reign. The triumph of the god of Emesa over
all the religions of the earth, was the great ob-
ject of his zeal and vanity; and the appellation
of Elagabalus (for he presumed as pontiff and
favourite to adopt that sacred name) was dear-
er to him than all the titles of imperial great-
ness. In asolemn procession through the streets
of Rowe, the way was strewed with gold dust;
the black stone, set in precious gems, was plac-
ed on a chariot drawn by six milk-white horses
richly caparisoned. The pious emperor held the
reins, and, supported by his ministers, moved
slowly backwards, that he might perpetually
enjoy the felicity of the divine presence. In a
magnificent temple raised on the Palatine mount,
the sacrifices of the god Elagabalus were cele-
brated with every circumstance of cost and so-
lemnity, The richest wines, the most extraor-
dinary victims, and the rarest aromatics, were
profusely consumed on his altar. Around the
altar a chorus of Syrian damsels performed their
lascivious dances to the sound of barbarian mu-
sic, whilst the gravest personages of the state
and army, clothed in long Pheenician tunics, of-
ficiated in the meanest functions with affected
zeal and secret indignation.”

* Herodisn, L. v, p. 190,
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To this temple, as to the common centre of cHAp,
religious worship, the imperial fanatic attempted ,,,:f;m
to remove the ancilia, the palladium, and all
the sacred pledges of the faith of Numa. A
crowd of infertor deities attended in various sta-
tions the majesty of the god of Emesa; but his
court was still imperfect, till a female of distin-
guished rank was admitted to his bed. Pallas
hed been first chosen for his consort; but as it
was dreaded lest her warlike terrors might af-
fright the soft delicacy of a Syrian deity, the
moon, adored by the Africans under the name
of Astarte, was deemed a more suitable compa-
nmion for the sun. Her image, with the rich of-
ferings of her temple as a marriage portion, was
sansported with solemn pomp froin Carthage
to Rome, and the day of these mystic nuptials
was & general festival in the capital and through-
out the empire.*

A rational voluptuary adheres with invari- iy, pros.
able respect to the temperate dictates of nature, Ffe 4
and improves the gratifications of sense by so- tuxury.
cial intercourse, endearing connections, and the
soft colouring of taste and the imagination. But
Elagabalus (I speak of the emperor of that

¥ He broke into the sanctoary of Vesta, und earried away a statae,
which he snpposed to be the palladlom ; buot the vestals hoasted, tiat,
by u mony frund, they had impased a counterfeit image on the profane
iotruder. Hist, August, p. 103,

* Dion, L Ixxix, p. 1360. Herodlan, 1, v, p. 193, Tle subjects
of the empire were obliged to make liberal presents to the new-
married conple; and whatever they had promised during the life of
Elagabalus, was carefully exacted onder the administration of Ma-
nea.
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CHAP. name), corrupted by his youth, his country,
esmeerer. aNd his fortune, abandoned himself to the gros-

sest pleasures with ungoverned fury, and soon
found disgust and satiety in the midst of his en-
joyments. The inflammatory powers of art
were sutnmoned to his aid: the confused mul
titude of women, of wines, and of dishes, and
the studied variety of attitudes and saunces, ser-
ved to revive his languid appetites. New terms

and new inventions in these sciences, the only

ones cultivated and patronised by the monarch,!
signalized his reign, and transmitted his infamy
to succeeding times. A capricious prodigality
supplied the want of taste and elegance; and
whilst Elagabalus lavished away the treasures
of his people in the wildest extravagance, his
own voice and that of his flatterers applaunded
a spirit and magnificence unknown to the tame-
ness of his predecessors. To confound the or-
der of seasons and climates,* to sport with the
passious and prejudices of his subjects, and to
subvert every law of nature and decency, were
in the number of his most delicious amusements.
A long train of concubines, and a rapid succes-
sion of wives, among whom was 2 vestal virgin,

! The invention of & new sauce was liberaliy rewsrded; bnt if it
was not relished, the inventor was confined to eat of nothing clse, tilh

"he had dlscovered muother, more agreeshle 1o the imperial palate,

Hist, Augoat. p, L11.

X He never would eat sen-fisll, except at a great distance from the
sei ; he then would distribute vant quantities of the rarest sorts, brought
at an immeuse expence, to the peagants of the inlemd conntry, His
Aurgust. p. 109,
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ravished by force from her sacred asylum,' were CHAP.-
insufficient to satisfy the impotence of his pas-.._,......
sions. The master ofthe Roman world affected -
to copy the dress and manners of the female sex,
preferred the distaff to the sceptre, and disho-
noured the principal dignities of the empire by
distributing them among his numerous lévers;
one of whom was publicly invested with the
title‘and authority of the emperor's, or as he
more properly styled himself, of the empress’s
husband.®

It may seem probable, the vices and follies ofContempt
Elagabalus have been adorned by fancy, and whicsas
blackened by prejudice.” Yet confining our- jhepeed
selves to the public scenes displayed before the men ts-
Roman people, and attested by grave and con-
temporary historians, their inexpressible infamy
surpasses that of any other age or country,
The licence of an eastern monarch 1s secluded -
from the eye of curiosity by the inaccessible
walls of his seraglio. The sentiments of honour
and gallantry have introduced a refinement of
pleasure, a regard for decency, and a respect
for the public opinion, into the modern courte

of Europe ; but the corrupt and apulent nobles

! Dion, i, lxxix, p. 1338. Herodian, L v, p. 102,

= Hierocles enjoyed that honour; bat he would have been supplant-
ed by one Zoticns, bad he not contrived, by a potion, to enervate the
powers of his rival, who being found, on trial, unequal to Lis reputa-
tion, was driven with ignominy from the paiace. Dion, 1. Ixaix, p.
1363, 1384, A dancer was made prefect of the cily, u chariateer pre-
fect of the watch, a barber prefect of the provisions, These three mi-
nisters, with many inferior officers, were all recommended, rmormifale
membrorum, Hist. Augnst, p. 103,

* Even the credolons compiler of hia life, io the Angustine his-
tory {p. 111), is inclioed to suspect that bis vices may bave beco ene

aggerated,
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ciap. of Rome gratified every vice that could be col-

lected from the mighty conflux of nations and

manners. Secure of impunity, careless of cen-

sure, they lived without restraint in the patient

and humble society of their slaves and para-

sites, The emperor, in his turn, viewing every

rank of bis subjects with the same contemptu-

ous indifference, asserted without controul his
sovereign privilege of lust and luxury.

Dicon- The most worthless of mankind are not afraid

army!  to condemn in others the same disorders which

they allow in themselves; and can readily dis-

cover some nice difference of age, character, or

station, to justify the partial distinction. The

licentions soldiers, who had raised to the throne

the dissolute sou of Caracalla, blushed at their

ignominious choice, and turned with disgust from

that monster, to contemplate with pleasure the

opening virtues of his cousin Alexander the son

ofMamewa. The crafty Mwsa, sensihle that her

¢ grandson Elagabalus must inevitably desiroy

himself by his own vices, had provided another

and surer support of her family. Embracing a

- favourable moinent of fondness and devotion,

she had persuaded the young emperor to adopt

Aleander A Jeyarider, and to invest him with the title ot

E;jﬁ:d C=sar, that his own divine occupations might be
a.p. 71 0 longer interrupted by the care of the earth,
In the second rank that amiable prince soon ac-
quired the affections of the public, and excited
the tyrant’s jealousy, who resolved to terminate
the dangerous competition, either by corrupting

the manners, or by taking away the life, of his

HA AL,
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rival. His arts proved unsuccessful; his vain CHAP,
designy were constantly discovered by his own ..........
loquacious folly, and disappointed by those vir-
tuous and faithful servants whom the prudence
of Mamwa had placed about the person of her
son. In a hasty sally of passion, Elagabalus
resolved to execute by force what he had been
unable to compass by fraud, and by a despotic
sentence degraded his cousin from the rank and
honours of Casar, The message was received
in the senate with silence, and in the camp with
fary. The pretorian guards swore to protect
Alexander, and to revenge the dishonoured ma-
jesty of the throne. The tears and promises of
the trembling Elagabalus, who only begged them
to spare his life, and to leave him in the pos-
session of his beloved Hierocles, diverted their
Justindignation ; and theycontented themselves
with empowering their prefects to watch over
the safety of Alexander, and the conduect of the
emperor,’

It was impossible that such a reconcihiation gg;;on o¢
thould last, or that even the mean soul of Ela- theguards,

gabalus could hold an empire on such humiliat- der a?';rtn-
ing terms of dependence. He soon attempted, 4. o, 232,
by a dangerous experiment, to try the temper ™" 1.
of the soldiers, The report of the death of
Alexander, and the natural suspicion that he
bad been murdered, inflamed their passions in-

to fury, and the tempest ofthe camp could only

* Dion, |, Ixxix, p. 1385. Heredian, [ v, p. 105-201. Hist, Angast,
P 106. The lust of the three lLilatorians seens to Lave followed the
best anthors fu his aceonnt of the revelution. :
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cHAP. be appeased by the presence and authority of
VL .. the popular youth, Provoked at this new in-
atance of their affection for his cousin, and their
contempt for his person, the emperor ventured
to punish some of the leaders of the mutiny.
His unseasonable severity proved instantly fatal
to his minions, his mother, and himself. Elaga~
balus was massacred by the indignant prato-
rians, his mutilated corpse dragged through
the streets of the city and thrown into the Ty-
ber. . Hiz memory was branded with eternal
infamy by the senate; the justice of whose de-
cree has been ratified by posterity.”
Accemion  In the room of Elagabalus, his cousin Alex-
of Alewan- ander was raised to the throne by the pretorian
rus. guards. His relation to the family of Severus,
whose name he assumed, was the same as that
of his predecessor; bis virtue and his danger
had already endeared him to the Romans, and
the eager liberality of the senate conferred up-
on him, in one day, the various titles and

BTGP

? The e of the death of Elagabalns, and of the aceemion of
Alexander, has employ:d the learning and ingenaity of I*agi, Tille-
mont, Vl.lu.-cclu Vlg‘uoll, and Torre, bishop of Adria. The qoes-
tion in moat assuredly intricate; bat T still adhere to the authorily
of Dion, the troth of whete calcalations is undeniable, and the
purity of whose text is justified by the agreement of Xipbilan, Zo
naras, and Cedrenns. Elagubalus reigmed three years, nine monihs,
apd four days, from bl wictory over Macrinus, sod was killed
March 10, 222. Hnt what shall we reply to the medals, undoaht-
ediy genuine, which reckon the fifth ycar of his tribanitian powerd
We shall reply with the learued ¥alsecchi, that the wsurpation of
Macrinus was annihilated, and that the son of Caracalls dated hia
reign from his father's dealh. After resolviog this great difficulty,
the smaller koots of this queslion may be easily qulied, or cat pawne
hn
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powers of the imperial dignity.* But as Alex- cHas.
ander was a modest and dutiful youth, of only .,.,‘.,.l;,,,
seventeen years of age, the reins of government

were in the hands of two women, of his mother .
Mamaa, aud of Msa, his grandmother. After

the death of the latter, who survived hut a short

time the elevation of Alexander, Mam=a remain-

ed the sole regent of her son and of the empire.

In every age and country, the wiser, or at least bl’_g'ﬂ; of
the stronger, of the two sexes, has usurped the Mamea,
powers of the state, and confined the other to '
the cares and pleasures of domestic life.  In he-
reditary monarchies, however, and especially in
those of modern Europe, the gallant spirit of
chivalry, and the law of succession, have accus-
tomed us to allow a singular exception; and a
woman is often acknowledged the absolute sove-
reign of a great kingdom, in which she would be
deemed incapable of exercising the smallest em-
ployment; civil or military. But as the Roman
emperors werestill considered asthegeueralsand
magistrates of the republic, their wives aud mo-
thers, although distinguished by the name of Au-
gusta, were never associated to their personal
honours; and a female reign would have ap-
peared aninexplicable prodigyintheeyes of those
primitive Romans, who married without love,
or loved without delicacy and respect.” The
" ¢ Hit. Angust. p. 114, By this unnsnal precipitation, the semate

meant to confound the hopes of pretenders, and prevent the factlons of

the armies.
? Meteliun Numidicns, the censor acknowledged to the Roman peo-

ple, in u pablic oratian, that had hind vatsre alowed us o exist with-
ot

VvOL. I. R
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haughty Agrippina aspired, indeed, to share the
honours of the empire, which she had conferred
on her son; but her mad ambition, detested by
every citizen who felt for the dignity of Rome,
was disappointed by the artful firmness of Se-
neca and Burrhus?® The good sense, or the in-
difference, of succeeding princes, restrained
them from offending the prejudices of their sub-
jects; and it was reserved for the profligate
Elagabalus, to discharge the acts of the senate,
with the name ‘of his mother Sommias, whe was
placed by the side of the consuls, and ewb-
scribed, as a regular member, the decrees of the
legislative assembly. Her more: prudent sis-
ter, Mam®a, declined the useless and odious
prerogative, and a solemn law was enacted, ex
cluding women for ever from the semate; ard
devoting to the infernal gods, the bead of the
wretch by whom this sanction sbould be vialat-
ed.! The substance, not the pageantry of power
was the object of Mamea's manly ambition.
She maintained an absolufe and lasting empire
over the mind of her son, and in his affection

. the mother could not brook a rival. Alexan-

der, with her consent, married the daughter of
8 patrician; but his respect for his father-in-
law, and love for the empress, were inconsist-
ent with the tenderness or interest of Mam:=a.
The patrician was executed on the ready accu-
out the belp of women, we slonld be delivered from a, very troublesome
companion ; &nd he conld recommend matrimony only as the sacrifien
of private pleasure ta public dety. Aclus Gellias, i, 6.

% Tacit. Anpal. xiil, 8.
° Hist. Augmt p. 102, N7,
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gation of: treason, and the wife of Alexander CP{'?P.;
driven with ignominy from the palace, and ba-___ .. .
nished into Africa.”

1~ Mmthstandmg this act of Jea.lons cruelty, as wie and
wlell:as some instances of: avarice, with which [ydeate
Mamkes is charged, the general tenor of her tation. -
edministration was equadlly for the benefit of her

son and bf the empire. -'With the approbation of

the senate; she chose sixteen of the wisest and

most virtilons senators, as a perpetual council of

sthie, before whom every public business of mo-

ment was debated and determined. - The cele-
brated Ulpian, equally distinguished by his
knowledge of, and his respect for, the laws of
Rome, was at their head; and the prudent firm-

_ness of this aristocracy restored order and au-
thority to the government. As soon as they

had purged the city from foreign superstition

and luxury, the remains of the capricious ty-

ranny of Elagabalus, they applied themselves

to remove his public creatures from every
department of worthless administration, and to
supply their places with men of virtue and abi-

lity. Learning, and the love of justice, became

the only recormmendations for civil offices. Va-

* Disn, 1, lxxx, p. 1360. Herodian, . vi, p. 206. Hist. An.
gust. p. 13]1. Herodian represents the patrician es innocent. The
Aungustan history, ou the anthority of Dexippus, condemns ixim, as
guilty of a conspiracy against the life of Alexander. It is impos-
tihie to promounce Detween them; hut Dien is an irreproachable
witness of the jeslousy and cruelly of Mamza toward the young
emwpress, whose Lard fate Alexspder lamented, bot durst not op-

pote.
) I
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lour, and the love of discipline, the only quali-
_- fications for military employments.®
But the most ipportant care of Mammza and

:ﬂf‘::;‘p:r her wise counsellors, was to form the character

gﬁlem of the young emperor, on whose personal quali-

Jonrmnal of

isis ordi-

oery Life.

ties the happiness or misery of the Roman world
must ultimately dépend. The fortunate soil as-
sisted, and even prevented, the hand of cultiva-
tion. An excellent understanding soon convin-
ced Alexander of the advantages of virtue, the
pleasure of knowledge, and the necessity of la-
bour. A natural mildness and moderation of
temper preserved him from the assaulta of pas-
sion and the allurements of vice. His unalter-
able regard for his mother, and his esteem for
the wise Ulpian, guarded his unexperienced
youth from the poison of flattery.

The simple journal of his ordinary occupa-
tions exhihits a pleasing picture of an accom-
plished emperor,” and with some allowance for
the differenice of manners, might well deserve
the imitation of modern princes. Alexander
rose early; the first morents of the day were
consecrated to private devotion, and his domes-
tic chapel was filled with the images of those
heroes, who, by improving or reforming human

* Herodian, L vi, p. $03. Hist. Angust. p. 119, Thr latter imsing.
ates, that when any lew was to be passed, the conuch] was assisted by &
oumber of able lawyers and experienced sepators, whose opiviens were
separately given, and taken down in writing,

¥ Bee his life in the Acgusian history, 1ae vndiqtiaguiahing Com-
piler has huried these intercating anecdotes ouder u load of rivial and
sumeaning circapuiances
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life, had deserved the grateful reverence of pos-
terity. But, as he deemed the service of man-
kind the most acceptable worship of the gods,
the greatest part of his morning hours was em-
ployed in his council, where he discussed pub-
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lic affairs, and determmed private causes, with

a patience and discretion above his years, The
dryness of business was relieved by the charms
of literature ; and a portion of time was always
set apart for his favourite studies of poetry, his-

tory, and philosophy. The works of Virgil and -
Horace, the repuhlics of Plato and Cicero, form-

ed his taste, enlarged his understanding, and
gave him the noblest ideas of man and govern-
ment, The exercises of the body succeeded to
"hose of the mind ; and Alexander, who was
tall, active, and robust, surpassed most of his
equals in the gymnastic arts. Refreshed hy
the use of the bath and a slight dinner, he re-
surmed, with new vigour, the business of the
day; and, till the hour of supper, the principal
meal of the Romans, he was attended hy his
secretaries, with whom he read and answered
the multitude of letters, memorials, and peti-
tions, that must bave been addressed to the
master of the greatest part of the world. His
table was served with the most frugal simplicity;
and whenever he was at liberty to consult his
own inclination, the company consisted of a few
select friends, men of learning and virtue, a-
mongst whom Ulpian was constantly invited.
Their conversation was familiar and instruc-
tive; and the pauses were occasionally enhiven-
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ed by the recital pf some pleasing composition,
which supplied the place of the dancers, comedi-
ans, and even gladiators, sofrequently summoned
to the tables of the rich and luxurious Romans.?
The dress of Alexander was plain and inodest,
his demeanour courteous and aflable: at the
proper hours his palace was opened to all ks
subjects, but the voice of a crier was heard, as
in the Eleusinian mysteries, pronouncing the
same salutary admonition; * Let none enter
* those holy walls, unless he 13 conscious of a
“ pure apd innocent mind.™

Such an:uniform tenour. of life, which left not
a moment for vice or folly, is a better proof of
the wisdom and justice of Alexander’s govern-
ment, than all the trifling details preserved in
tho compilation of Lampridius. Since the ac-
cession of Commodus, the Roman world had ex-
perienced, during. a term of forty years, the
successive and varicus vices of four tyrants.
From the death of ‘Elagabalus, it enjoyed an
auspicivus calm of thirteen-years. The pro-
vinces, relieved fromm the appressive taxes in-
vented by Caracalla and his pretended son, flou-
rished in peace and prosperity, under the admi-
nistration of magistrates, who wereconvinced by
experience, that to:deserve the love of the sub-
Jects, was their best and only method of obtain
ng the favour of their sovereign. While some
*entle restraints were imposed on the innocent -
suxury of the Roman people, the price of pro-
vision®, and the interest of money, werc reduced

* So0e the thirveentl satire of Juyenal, -
& Hist, August. p. 119,
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by the paternal care of Alexander, whose pru-
dent liberality, without distressing the industri-
ous, supplied the wants and amuseinents of the
populace. Thedignity, the freedom, the autho-
rity of the senate were restored ; and every vir-
tuous senator might approach the person of the
emperor, without fear, and without a blush.
The name of Antoninus, ennobled by the vir-
tues of Pius and Marcus, had been communi-
cated by adoption to the dissolute Verus, and by
descent to the cruel Commodus. It became the
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honourable appellation of the sons of Severus,”

was bestowed on young Diadumenianus, and at
length prostituted to the infamy of the high priest
of Emesa. Alexander, though pressed by the
studied, and perhaps sincere importunity of the
enate, nobly refused the borrowed lustre of a
name: whilst in his whole conduct he laboured
to restore the glories and felicity of the age of
the genuine Antonines.”
In the civil administration of Alexander, wis-
dom was enforced by power, and the people

sensible of the public felicity, repaid their bene- *

factor with their love and gratitude. There still
remained a greater, a more necessary, but a
more difficult enterprise; the reformation of the
- military order, whose interest and temper, con-

b See in the Hist, Aogust, p. 116, 117, the whole contest between
Alexander and the senate, extracted from the jonrnala of that assemn-
Dly. It lappened un the sixth of Marcl, probably of the year 228,
when the Romans had esjoyed, aimost a twelvemonth, the blessings of
bis reign. Before the appellation of Antaninas was offered bim as &
title of hononr, the senate waited to sce whether Alexander wonld not
Amume it ay 4 family nanve,

He ata

tempis to

refarm the
T Yo
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cHAP. firmed by long impunity, rendered them impa-
weesrese tient of the restraints of discipline, and careless

of the blessings of public tranquillity. In the
execution of his design the emperor affected to
display his love, and to conceal his fear, of the
army. Tbe most rigid economy in every other
branch of the administration, supplied a fund of
gold and silver for the ordinary pay and the ex-
traordinary rewards of the troops. In their
marches he relaxcd the severe obligation of car-
rying seventeen days provisionon theirshoulders.
‘Ample magazines were formed along the public
roads, and as soon as they entered the enemy's
country, a numerous train of mules and camels
waited on their haughty laziness, As Alexander
despaired of correcting the luxury of hissoldiers,
he attempted at least to direct it to objects of
martial pomp and crnament, fine horses, splen-
did armour, and shields enriched with silver and
gold. He shared whatever fatigues he was
obliged to impose, visited in person the sick and
wounded, preserved an exact register of their
servioes and his own gratitude, and expressed,
on everyoccasion, the warmest regard for a body
of men, whose welfare, as he affected to declare,
was 8o closely connected with4hat of the state.”
By the most gentle arts he laboured to inspire
the fierce inultitude with a sense of duty, and to

" restore at least a faint image of that discipline to

which the Romans owed their empire over so

¢ Tt was a favqurite saying of the emperors, Se milites magh uete
vare, quam sedpaum; quod salus publiea in his esset. Hist. Angwgle
p. 139,
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many other nations, as warlike and more power- CHAP.
ful than themselves. But his prudence was —.
vain, his courage fatal, and the attempt to-
wards a reformation served only to inflame the
ills it was meant to cure.

The preetorian guards were attached to the Sditions

youth of Alexander. They loved him as a ten- torian

der pupil, whom they had saved from a tyrant's faq mer.
fury, and placed on the imperial throne. That ;{3;:{,
amiable prince was rensible of the obligation;
but as his gratitude was restrained within the
limits of reason and justice, they soon were more
dissatisfied with the virtues of Alexander, than
‘hey had ever been with the vices of Elagahalus.
Their prefect, the wise Ulpian, was the friend
of the laws aud of the people; he was con
sidered as the enemy of the soldiers, and to his
pernicious counsels every scheine of reformation
wag imputed. Some trifling accident blew up
their discontent info a furlous mutiny; and a
tivil war raged, during three days, in Rome,
whilst the life of that excellent ininister was de-
fended by the grateful people. Terrified, at
length, by the sight of some houses in flames,
and by the threats of a general conflagration, the
people yiclded witha sigh, and left the virtuous
but unfortunate Ulpian to his fate. He wax
pursued into the imperial palace, and massacred
at the feet of his master, who vainly strove to
cover him with the purple, and to obtain his
pardon from the inexorablesoldiers. Suchwas
the deplorable weakness ofgovernment, that the
emperor was unable to revenge his niurdered
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CHAP. friend and his insulted dignity, without stooping
neeecersss 10 the arts of patience and dissimulation. Epa-

gathus, the principal leader of the mutiny, was
remgved from Rome, by the henourable employ-
ment of prefect of Egypt; from tbat high rank
he was gently degraded to the governinent of
Crete; and when, at length, his populanty
among the gnards was effaced by {ime and ab-
gense, Alexander ventured to inflict the tardy,
but deserved punishment of his crimes.’ Under
the reign of a just and virtuous prince, the ty-
ranny of the army threatened with instant death
his most faithful ministers, who were suspected
of an intention to correct their intolerable dis-

Danger of OFders. The historian Dion Cassius had com-

Dion Cas-

siua,

manded tbe Pannonian legions with the spirit
of ancient discipline. Their brethren of Rome,
cmbracing the common cause of military hicence,
demanded the head of the reformer. Alexander,
bowerver, instead of yielding to their seditious
clamours, shewed a just sense of his merit and
services, by appointing him his colleague in the
consulship, and defraying from his own trea-
sury the expence of that vain dignity: but as
it was justly apprehended, that if the soldiers
beheld him with the ensigns of his office, they
would revenge the insult in bis blood, the nomi-
nal first magistrate of the state retired, by the

* Though the anthar of the life of Alexander (Hint. Angnst. p. 13%)
mentions the sedition raised agzinst Ulpian by the scidiers, he coneealn
the catastrophe, a1 it might discover & weakpesa in the adninistrution
of his bero, From this designed omission, we moay jodge of the weight
ard candosr of that suthor.

N
3
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ereperor’s advice, from the city, and spent the cisr.

greatest part of his consulship at his villas in
Campania.®

;;;;;;;

The lenity of the emperor confirmed the in- Tnmetso

solence of the troops; the legions imitated the
example of the guards, and defended their pre-
rogative of licentiousness with the same furious
obstinacy. Theadministrationof Alexander was
an unavailing struggle against the corruption of
his age. In IHlyricum, in Mauritania, in Ar-
menia, in Mesopotamia, in Germany, fresh mu-
tinies perpotually broke outj his officers were
murdered, his authority was insulted, and his
life at lust sacrificed to the fierce discontents of

the legions

the army.” One particular fact well deserves Firmnen

o be recorded, as it illustrates the manners of
the troops, and exhibits a singular instance of
their return to a sense of duty and obedience
Whilst the emperor.lay at Antioch, in his Per-
sian expedition, the particulars of which we
shall hereafter relate, the pumshment of some
soldiers, who had been discovered in tbe baths
sl women, excited a sedition in the legion to
which they belonged. Alexander ascended his
tribunal, and, witb a modest firmness, represent-
ed to the armed multitude the absolute neces-
sity, as well as his inflexible resolution, of cor-
recting the vices introduced by his impure pre-
decessor, and of naintaining the | discipline,
which could not be relaxed without'the ruin of
the Roman name and empire. Their clamours

* Por an account of Ulpiac’s fate, and his own danger, see the mulk

Iated conclusion of Dion's history, L Ixix, p. 1371,
! Agnot. Reimar. ad Dioo Cassiuy, |- Ixxx, p. 1360,

af the e
peror,



252
. CHAP.
A\

BLLEEE PR

THE DECLINE AND FALL

interrupted his mild expostulation. ¢ Reserve
“ your shouts,” said the undaunted emperor,
“ till you take the field against the Persians,
“ the Gérmans, and the Sarmatians. Be stlent
* in the presence of your sovereign and hene-
“ factor, who bestows upon you the corn, the
* clothing, and the money of the provinces. Be
« gilent, or I shall no longer style you soldiers,

% hut citizens,® if those, indeed, who disclaim

“ the laws of Rome, deserve to be ranked a-
“ mong the mneanest of the people.” His mena-
ces inflamed the fury of the legion, and their
brandished arms already threatened his person.
“ Your courage,” resumed the intrepid Alex-
ander, * would be more nobly displayed in the
“ field of battle; me you may destroy, you
“ cannot intimidate; and the severe justice of
“ the republic would punish your crime, and
“ revenge my death.” The legion atill persisted
in clamorous sedition, when the emperor pro-
nounced, with a loud voice, the decisivesentence,
“ Citizens! lay down your arms, and depart in
“ peace to your respective habitations.” The
teinpest was instantly appeased ; the soldiers fil-
led with grief and shame, silently confessed the
Justice of their punishment, and the power of dis-
cipline, yielded up their arms and military en-
gigns, and retired in confusion, not to their camp,
but to the several inns of the city. Alexander
enjoyed, during thirty days, the edifying spec-

t Jnlius Ceesar had appeascd a sedition with the same word quirides,
which, thus opposcd to soidiers, was uscd in a sense of contempt, and

reduced the offenders 1o 1he iess honovrabie condition of mure citinens.
Tacit. Aunal, i, 13,
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tacle of their repentance; nor did he restore CHAP.
them to their former rank in the army, tll ke, ...,
had punished with death those tribunes whose
connivance had occasioned the mutiny. The
grateful legionserved the emperor whilst living,

and revenged him when dead.*

The resolutions of the multitude generally de- Defectsof
pend on a moment ; and the caprice of passion ww crw
might equally determine the seditious legion to ™"
lay down their arms at the emperor’s feet, or to
plunge them into his breast, Perhaps, if the
singular transaction had been investigated by
the penetration of a philosopher, we should dis-
cover the secret causes which, on that occasion,
authorized the boldness of the prince, and com-
manded the obedience of the troops; and per-
haps, if'it had been related by a judicious his-
torian, we should find this action, worthy of
Cwmsar himeelf, reduced nearer to the level of
probability, and the common standard of the
character of Alexander Severus. The abilities
of that amiahle prince seem to have been ina-
deqnate to the difficulties of bis situation, the
firmness of his conduct inferior to the purity of
his intentions. His virtues, as well as the vices
of Klagabalus, contracted atincture of weakness
and efleminacy from the soft climate of Syria,
of which he was a native, though he blushed at

his foreign origin, and listened with a vaia comn-
placency to the flattering genealogists, who de-

/ » Hist, Angust. p. 132,
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rived his race from the ancient stock of Roman
nobility! The pride and avarice of his mother
cast 2 shade on the glories of his reign, and,
by exacting from his riper years the same duti-
ful obedience which she'had justly claimed
from his unexperienced youth, Mam=a exposed
to publ:c ridicule both her son’s character and
her own* The fatigues of the Persian war ir-
ritated the military discontent; the unsuccess-
ful event degraded the reputation of the emper-
or as a general, and even as a soldier. Every
cause prepared, and every circumstance hasten-
ed, a revolution, which distracted the Roman
empire with a long series of intestine calamities.
The dissolute tyranny of Commodus, the ci-
vil wars occasioned by his death, and the new
maxims of policy introduced by the house of
Severus, had all contributed to increase the
dangerous power of the army, and to obliterate
the faint image of laws and liberty that was still

* From the Metell, Hist. August. p. 110, The choice was jodici-
ous, Iu one shert periad of twelve years, the Metelll conld reckon
seven consubships acd Gve trinmphy, Sce Vellcine Patcrcnlus, ii, 11,
and the Fasti,

k “The Life of Alcxapder, in the Augastian history, is the mere ider of
x prefect prince, an awkward imitation of the Cyropmdia, The ae-
connt of Hiv reigu, ns given by Herodiun, Is rationzl mud moderate,
consistent with the geoeral Listory of the age, and, in some of the most
invidions particulars, confirmed b5 the decisive fragments of Diom,
Yet, from & very paultry prejudice, the preuter number of ir mo-
dern writers abuse Herodian, and copy the Angustun history. Ece
Messrs. de Tiliemant aud Wolton, From the opposite prejudice, the
emperor Jalian {in Casarib, p. 315} dwells wilh a visible satisfactiou
on tiie eficminate weakness of tE:L Syriax, and the ridiculous wvarice of
Li» mother.
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CHAP. prevented the clamours of the people, by the in--
cwreere.o. Btitution of a regular pay for the soldiers, which -
was levied by a general tribute, assessed accord-

ing to aun equitable proportion on tbe property

of the citizens® During more than two hun-

dred years after the conquest of Veii, the vie-

tories of the republic added less to the wealth

than to the power of Rome. The statesof Italy

paid their tribute in military service only, and

the vast force, both by sea and land, which was
exerted in the Punic’ wars, was maintained at

the expence of the Romans themselves, That
high-spirited people (such is often the generons
enthusiasin of freedom) cheerfully submitted to

the most excessive but voluntary burdens, in

the just confidence that they should speedily

enjoy the rich harvest of their labours. Their
expectations were not disappoiuted. In the

course of a few years, -the riches of Syracuse,

of Carthage, of Macedonia, and of Asia, were
brought in triumph to Rome. The treasures

and aboti. Of Perseus alone amounted to near two millions
tanof the gterling, and the Roman people, the sovereign
Roman ci- of 50 many nations, was for ever delivered from
the weight of taxes.® The increasing revenue

of the provinces was found snfficient to defray

the ordinary establishment of war and govern-

ment, and the superfluous mass of gold and

silver was deposited in the temple of Saturn,

® See the fourth and fifth books of Liry. In the Roman Censmm,
property, power, and taxation, were commenserate with each other.

? Plin. Hist. Natur. §. xxxiii, co3 Cicero de Offic. ii, 22. Plutarvew
wm P. Ewmil, p. $75 )
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snd reserved for any unforeseen emergency of CHAP.

the state.’ ......!.,..
History has never perhaps auf[‘ered a greater Tributes

ar wore irreparable injury, than in the loss of jjmes’"

the curious register bequeathed by Augustus to

the senate, in which that experienced prince so

accurately balanced the revenues and expences

of the Roman empire.? - Deprived of this clear

and comprehensive estimate, we arc reduced to

collect a few imperfect hints from such of the.

ancients as have accidentally turned aside from

the splendid to the more useful parts of history.

‘We are informed that, by the conquests of Pom-

pey, the tributes of Asia were raised from fifty of Asia,

to one hundred and thirty-five millions of

drachms:. or about four millions and a half

sterling s . Under the last and most indolent of

the Ptolemies, the revenue of Egypt is said to orpgypm,

have amounted to twelve thousand five hundred

talents; a sum equivalent to more than two

millions and a half of our money, but which

was afterwards considerably improved by the

more exact economy of the Romans, and the

increase of the trade of Ethiopia and India.f

Gaul was enriched by rapine, as Egypt was by orgau,

commerce, and the tributes of those two great

provinces have been compared as nearly equal

-* Seen fine description of thisaceomulated wesith of ages, in Loean's
Phan, L. ili, v. 155, &¢.

? Tacit. in Aonal. §, 11, It scems to have existed in the time of
A ppian. '

4 Thutarch. in Pompeio, p. 6

't Strabo, L asii, p. 793,

VOL, L. 3
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to each other in'value! The ten thousand Eu-
hoic or Phenician talents, about four millions
sterling,' which vanquished Carthage was con-
demned to pay within the term of fifty years,
were a slight acknowledgment of the superio-
rity of Rome,* and cannot bear the least pro-
portion with the taxes afterwards raised hoth
on the lands and on the persons of the inhabi-
tants, when the fertile coast of Africa was re-
duced into a province.

Spain, by a very singular fatality, was the
Peru and Mexico of the old worid. The dis-
covery of the rich western contineat hy the
Pheenicians, and the oppression of the simple
natives, who were compelled. to labour in their
own mines for the benefit of atrangers, form an
exact type of the more recent history of Spanish
America’ The Phenicians were acquainted
only with the sea-coast of Spain; avarice, 29
well as ambition, carried the arma of Home and
Carthage into the heart of the dountry, and al-
most every part of the soil was found preg-
nant with copper, silver, and gold. Mention
is made of a rnine near Carthagena, which yield-

* Velleins Puaterculas, l. c. ii, 39, He seema to give tie preferenca
to the revenae of Ganl,

* The Enboc, the Phanician, and the Alexandrian talents were dow=
ble in weight to the Attic. 8ee Hooper on mocient weights and men.
surey, puoiv, o0 5. Itis very probabie that the same talent was carried
from Tyre to Carthage,

v Polyl, L xv, c.

. ¥ Appian ln Puonicis, p. B4,

¥ Diodorus 8icplus, }, v. Cadiz was built by the Phaniclann, »
Wt more than & thonsand years before Christ.  See Vell. Puttere
LR
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ed every day twenty-five thousand drachfas of cHAP.
silver, or about three hundred thousand pounds ,,,,‘,rf,,,,
a year. Twenty thousand pound weight of

gold was annually received from the provinces

of Austria, Gallicia, and Lusitanid.® :

We want both leisure and matersls to pursue of the ile

this curious inquiry thréugh the Tany potent *f @™*
states that were annihilated in the Roman em-
pire. Some notion, however, may be formed of
the revenue of the provinces, where conslderable
wealth had been deposited by nature, or collect-
ed by man, if we observe the severe aftention
that was directed to the abodes of solitude and
sterility. Augustus ouc®ecéived a petition
from the inhabitants af Gyairus, }mmbly pray-
g that they mxght be relievedifrom onethird
of their excessive 1mpos1ﬁ005 Their whole tax
amounted indeed to o Hiore than one hundred
and fifty drachms, or about five pdunda: but
Gyarus was a little island, or rather'a.rock of
the Kgean sea, destifute of fresh water and
every necessary of life, and inhabited only by a
few wretched fishermen.?

From the fafnt ghmmerings of suel doubiful Amenst of
and scattered lights we should be imelined to ™
believe, Ist, That (with every fair allowance for

* Strabo. L ill p. 148,

* Plin. Hirt. Nator, 1 xxxllf, c. 8.  He mextiom likewise a sil-
ver mine in Dalmatia, that yielded every day fifty pounds to the
siate,

' Birabo, I. x, p. 485, ‘Tacit. Annal. ifl, b9 snd iv, 88, Ree i Tour.
nefort (Voyages ao Levant, lettre viii), 2 \rerrﬂule pictuee of the ne.
tuat mivery of Gyaros,
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CHAP:, the difference of times and circumstances) the

wereremre. g€0€TA1 income of the Roman provinces could
seldom amount. to less than fifteen or twenty
‘millions of our money;* and, 2dly, That so
ample a revenue must have been fully adequate
to all the expences of the moderate government
instituted by Augustus, whose court was the
modest family of a private senator, and whose
military establishment was calculated for the
defence of the frontiers, without any aspiring
views of conquest, or any serious apprehension
of a foreign invasion.

Txeson  Notwithstanding the seeming probability of

oman ci-

ggm io. Doth these conclusiofs, the latter of them at least
Ay 18 positively disowned by the language and con-
duct of Augustus. It iz not easy to determine
whether, on this occasion, he acted as the com-
mon father of the Roman world, or as the op-
pressor of liberty; whether he wished to relieve
the provinces, or to impoverish the senate and
the equestrian order. But no sooner had he
assumed the reins of governmeut, than he fre-
quentlyintimated theinsufficiency of thetributes,
and the necessity of throwing an equitable pro-
portion of the public burden upon Rome and
Italy., In the prosecution of this unpopular de-
sign, he advanced, however, by cautious and
well-weighed steps. Theintroduction of customs
. was followed by the establishment of anexcige,
¢ Lipsins de magnitudine Romask (1. §, c. 3) compuies the pe.
venve 3t one bendred and Afty millons of gold crowns ; hint his

whole hook, though learned and ingenions, betrays a very heated imyn-
gination
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and the scheme of taxation was completed hy CHAP.

an artful assessment on the real and personal ..........
property of the Roman citizens, who had been
exempted from any kind of contribution above

a century and a half. )

1. In a great empire like that of Rome, a na- The cm--
tural balance of money must have gradually.es-
tablished itself. It has been already observed,
that as the wealth of the provinces was attractea
to the capital by the strong hand of conquest
and power; so a cousiderable part of it was re-
stored to the industrious provinces by the gentle
influence of commerce aud arts. In the reign
of Augustus and his successors, duties were im-
posed on every kind of merchandise, which
through a thousand channels flowed to the great
centre of opulence and luxury ; and in whatsc-
ever manner the law was expressed, it was the
Roman purchaser, and not the provincial mer-
chant, who paid the tax. The rate of the cus-
toms varied from the eighth to the fortieth part
of the value of the commodity ; and we have a
right to suppose that the variation was directed
by the unalterable maxims of poliey; that a
higher duty was fixed on the articles of luxury
than on those of necessity, and that the produc-
tions raised or manufactured by the labourof the
subjects of the empire, were treated with more
indulgence than was shewn to the peruicious, or
at least the unpopular commerce of Arabia and

4 Twcit. Anoal. xiii, 31,
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et

ciapr. India* There 15 el extant a long byt im-

VL perfuct catalopue of vastern commodities, which
abotit the time of Alexander Severus were sub-
ject to thie payment of Juties; cinnamon, myrrh,
pepper, ginger, and the whole tribe of aromatics,
3 great variety of precious stones, among which
the diamond was the most remarkable for its
price, and the emerald for its beauty.! Parthian
and Babylonian leather, cottons, silks, both raw
and manufactured, ehony, ivory, and eunuchs®
We may observe that the use and value of those
effeminate slaves gradually rose with the decline
of the empire.

Theescise 11, The excise, mtroduced by Augustus after
the civil wars, was extremely moderate, but it
was general. It seldom exceeded ane per cent.,
but it comprehended whatever was sold in the
markets or by public auction, from the most con-
siderable purchase of lands and houses, to thoge
minute objects which can only derive a value
from theirinfinite multitude, and daily consrmp-
tion. Such a tax, as it affects the hody of the
people, has ever been the occasion of clamour
and discontent. An emperor well acquainted

ER Btk ks

* See Pliny (Hist. Natur. L. vi, ¢. 23, L xii, c. 18}, His observation,
that the Indian commoditiva weve sold at Rome at & hundred times
their original price, may give w some notion of the produce of the
cusioms, since that original price amoubted to mare than eight handred
thousend pounds.

f The ancients were unacquainted with the art of entting dis-
monds,

t M. Bonchaud, in his treztise de PImpot cliex lea Romaios, bhes
transcribed this eatniogue from the Digest, and atempls to iliustrate it
by a very prolix cammcntary.
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with the wants and rescurces of the state, was CHAP,
obliged to declare by a public edict, that the
support of the army depended in a great mea-
sure on the produce of the excise."

‘111. When Augustus resclved to establish 2 Tax on e
permanent military force for the defence of his ertts” d
government against foreign and domestic ene. ™™
mies, he instituted a peculiar treasury forthepay
of the soldiers, the rewards of the veterans, and
the extracrdinary expences of war. The ample
revenue of the excise, though peculiarly appro-
priated to those uses, was found inadequate.

To supply the deficiency, the emperor suggested
a new tax of five per cent. on all legacies and
inheritances. But the nobles of Rome were
more tenacious of property than of freedom.
Their indignant murmnrs were received by Au-’
gustus with his usual temper. He candidly re-
ferred the whole business to the senate, and ex-
horted them to provide for the public service by
some other expedient of a less odious nature.
They were divided and perplexed. He insinu-
ited to them, that their obstinacy would oblige
him to propose a general land-tax and capitation.
They acquiesced in silence.!? The new imposi-
tion on legacies and inheritances was, howevet,
mitigated by some restrictions. It did not take
piace unless the object was of a certain value,

Lans L

* Tacit. Anpel. i, T8, Two years afterwards, the reduction of
the puor kingdom of Cappadocia gave Tiberius a pretence for diml-
mishing the excise to one balf; bot the relief was of very sbort
duration, :

! Dion Canlow, L Iv, p. 704, ). }vi, p. 825,

84
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most proba.bly of fifty or'an hundred pieces of

seereeners §OUA;" moT could it Le exacted from the nearest

“Suited to
the famn

and man.
Rery,

of kin on the father’s side.! When the rights of
nature and poverty were thus secured, it seemed
reasonable, that a stranger, or a distant relation,
who acquired an unexpected accession of for-
tune, should cheerfully resign a twentieth part
of it, for the benefit of the state,”

Such a tax, plentiful as it must prove in every
wealthy community, was most happily suited to
the situation of the Romans, who could frame
their arbitrary wills, according to the dictates of
Teason or caprice, without any restraint from the
modern fetters of entails and settlements. From
various causesthe partiality of paternal affection
often lost its influence over the stern patriots o*
the commonwealth, and the dissolute nobles of
the empire ; and if the father bequeathed to his
son the fourtb part of his estate, he removed all
ground of legal complaint* But a rich child-
less old man wag a domestic tyrant, and his
power increased with his years and infirmities.
A servile crowd, in which he frequently reck-
oned pretors and consuls, courted his smiley,
pampered his avarice, applauded lis follies, ser-
ved his passions, and waited with impatience for

*® The sum is only fixed by conjectare.

T As the Roman law subsisted for many ages, the coguali, or resk
tions on the mother’s aide, were not called to the succeasion. This
hanrh institution waa gradually vodermioed by humanity, aod finally
abolisbed by Justinino,

= Plin, Paucgyric, ¢. 37,

* Kce Heinecelw in the Antiquit, Jorls Romani, L il
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his death. The arts of attendance and flattery crar
were formed into a most lucrative science; those __”Yi'_"
who professed it acquired a pecaliarappellation;
and the whole city, according to the lively de-
scriptions of satire, was divided between two
parties, the hunters and their game.® Yet, while
f0 many unjust and extravagant wills were
~every day dictated by cunning, and subscribed
by folly, a few were the result of rational esteem
and virtuous gratitude. Cicero, who had so
often defended the lives and fortunes of his fel-
low-citizens, was rewarded with legacies to the
‘amount of an hundred and seventy thousand
pounds;? nor do the friends of the younger
- Pliny seem to have been less generous to that
amiable orator.? Whatever was the motive of
the testator, the treasury claimed, without dis-
tinction, the twentieth part of his estate; and in
the course of two or three generations, the whole
property of the subject must have gradually
“passed through the coffers of the state.

In the first and golden years of the reign of kegoin
Nero, that prince, from a desire of popularity, (e b
and perhaps from a blind impulse of benevo-
lence, conceived a wish of abolishing the op-
pression of the customs and excise. The wisest
senators applauded his magnanimity; but they

* Honat. L ii, sat. v. Petron. ¢, 116, &ec.  Plin, L, i, epist. 20.

» Cicero in Phillipp. ii, ¢ 16.

# See bis epistles,  Every soch will give him an occasion of display-
ing his reverence to the dead, and his jastice to the living. He recon-
eiled both, in his behaviour to a sob who had been disinherited by lis

mother {r, 1},
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cHap. diverted him from the execution of a design,

VI which would have dissolved the strength aud
resources of the republic’ Had it indeed been
possible to realize this dream of fancy, such
princes as Trajan and the Antonines would
surely have embraced with ardour the glorious
opportunity of conferring so signal an obliga-
tion on mankind. Satisfied, however, with al-
leviating the public burden, they attempted not
to remove it. The mildness and precision of
their laws ascertained the rule and measure of
taxation, anpd protected the subject of every
rank against arbitrary interpretations, antiguat-
ed claims, and the insolent vexation of the far-
mers of the revenuc.t For it is somewhat sin-
gular that, in every age, the best and wisest of
the Roman governors persevered in this perni
ciousmethod of collecting the principal branches

) at least of the excise and customs.*

(B,f::iﬁf- The sentiments, and, indeed, the situation of
Caracalla, were very different from those of the
Antonines. Inattentive, or rather averse to the
welfare of his people, he found himself under the
necessity of gratifying the insatiate avarice,
which he had excited in the army. Of the seve-
ral impositions introduced by Augustus, the
twentieth on inheritances and legacies was the
most fruitful, as well as the most comprehen-

T Tacit. Annsl xiii, 50. Eaprit des Laix, L xii, ¢. 19

* See Pliny's Panegyric, the Augustao history, and Burmau de Vee-
tigal. passim,

t The tributes (propetly a0 calied) were uot farmed, since the goed,
princes often remitted many miliions of arrears.
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L]

cHAP. vinces. It was reserved for the virtue of Alex-"
¥I ander to relieve them, in a great measure, from
this intolerable grievance, by reducing the tri-
butes to a thirtieth part of the sum exacted at
the time of his accession” It is impossible to
conjecture the motive that engaged him to spare
so trifling a remnant of the public evil; but the
noxious weed, which had not been totally era.
dicated, again sprang up with the most luxuri-
ant growth, and, in the succeeding age, dark-
encd the Roman world with its deadly shade,
In the course of this history, we shall be too
often summoned to explain ‘the land-tax, the
capitation, and the heavy contributions of corn,
wine, oil, and meat, which were exacted from
the provinces for the use of the court, the army,
- and the capital.
Conse- As long as Rome and Italy were respected as
e wr * the centre of governinent, a national spirit was
Tomutee preserved by the ancient, and insensibly imbibed
Rome. by the adopted, citizens. The principal com-
mands of the anny were filled by men who had
received a liberal education, were well instruct.
ed in the advantages of laws and letters, and
who bhad risen, by equal steps, through the
regular succession of civil and military honours.*
To their influence and exainple we may partly
ascribe the modest obedience of the legions

PP rbrprr Ay

T He who paid ten qured, the wmal tribnte, was charged with no more
than the third part of an aureus, and proportional pieces of gold were
coined by Alexander’s order.  Hist. August. p. 127, with the commes-
tary of $almasnjqs,

* Sce the Jives of Agricola, Vaspasian, Trajan, Severus, and his three
compelitors, and indeed of all the eminent men of thase limea,
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during the two first centuries of the imperial
history.

But when the last enclosure of the Roman
constitution was trampled down by Caracalla,
the separation of professionsgradually succeeded
to the distinction of ranks. The more polished
citizens of the internal provinces were alonc qua-
liied to act as lawyers and magistrates. The
rougher trade of arms was abandoned to the pea-
sants and barbartans of the frontiers, who knew
no country but their camp, no science but that of
war, no civil laws, and acarcely those of military
discipline. With bJoody hands, savage manners,
sud desperateresolutions, they sometimes guard-
ed, but much oftener subverted, the throne of

the emperors.

-

269

CHAP,
YI.

Lt 2 Y V]



270 THE DECLINE AND FALL

‘CHAP. VIIL

The elevation and tyranny of Mazximin.— Rebel-
lion in Africa and Ilaly, under the authority of
the senate.— Civil wars and seditions.—Violent
deaths of Mazinun and his son, of Maximus
and Balbinus, and of the three Gordians.—
Usurpation and secular games of Philip.

cuaP. (OF the various forms of government, which
reesereres B2Ve prevailed in the world, an hereditary mo-
Toe appa. narchy seems to present the fairest scope for ri-
reetridi- dicule. Is it possible to relate, without an in-
dignant smile, that on tlre father's decease, the
property of a nation, like that of a drove of oxen,
descends to his infant son, as yet unknown to
mankind and to himself; and that the bravest
warriors and the wisest statesmen, relinquishing
their natural right to empire, approach the royal
cradle with bended knees and protestations of
inviolable fidelity? Satire and declamation may
paint these obvious topics in the most dazzling
colours, but our more serious thoughts will re-
spect a useful prejudice, thatestablishesa rule of
succession, independent of the passions of man-
kind; and we shall cheerfully acquiesce in any
expedient which deprives the multitude of the
dangerous, and indeed the ideal, power of giv-

ing themselves a master.
sdsolid I the cool shade of retirement, we may easi-

wivantages

::ru;e:,ds. ly devise imaginary forms of government, ia
H Q-

wwicn  Which the sceptre shall be constantly bestowed
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on the miost worthy, by the free and incorrupt CHAP.
suffrage of the whole community. Experience...__.....
overturns these airy fabrics, and teaches us, that
in a large society, the election of a monarch can
never devolve to the wisest, or to the most nu-
merous, part of the people. The army is the
only order of men sufficiently united to concur
in the same sentiments, and powerful enough to
linpose them on the rest of their fellow-citizens;
but the temper of soldiers, habituated at once
to violence and to slavery, renders them very
unfit guardians of a legal, or even a civil, con-
stitution, Justice, humanity, or political wis-
dom, are qualities they are too little acquainted
with in themselves, to appreciate them ip others.
V¥alour will acquire their esteem, and liberality
- will purchase their suffrage; but the first of
these merits is often lodged in the most savage
breasts; the latter can only exert-itself at the
expence of the public; and both may be turned
dgainst the possessor of the throme, by the am-
bition ef a dar‘ing rival.

The superior prerogative of birth, when it has Want of it

obtained the sanction of time and popular opi- e ene
nion, is the plainest and least invidious of all Juc
distinctionsamong mankind. Theacknowledged [« great.
right extmgumhes the hopes of faction, and the ties.
conscious secnrity disarmsthe cruelty of themo-

narch. To the firm establishment of this idea,

we owe the peaceful succession and mild admi-
nistration of European monarchies. To the

defect of it, we must attribute the frequent civil
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cliAP. wars, through which an Asiatic despotisobliged
_YIL' o cut his way to the throne of his fathers. Yet
even in the East, the sphere of contention is
usually Iimited to the princes of the reigning
house; and as goon as themore fortunate compe-
titor has removed his brethren, by the sword and
the bow-string, he no longer entertains any )ea-
lousy of his meaner subjects. But the Roman
empire, after the authority of the senate had sunk
into contempt, was a vast scene of confusion.
The royal, and even noble, families of the pro-
vinces, had longsince been led in triumph before
the car of the haughty republicans. The ancient
families of Rome had successivély fallen beneath
the tyranny of the Ceesars; and whilst those
princes were shackled by the forms of a com
mon-wealth, and disappointed by the repeated
failure of their posterity,* it was impossible that
any idea of hereditary succession should have
taken root in the minds of their subjects. The
right to the throne, which none could claim from
birth, every one assumed from merit. The
daring hopes of ambition were set loose from
the salutary restraints of law and prejudice,
and the meanest of mankind might, without
folly, entertain a hope of being raised, by va-
lour and fortune, to a rank in the army, in
which a single crime would enable him to wrest
the sceptre of the world from his feeble and un-

* There had been-no example of three successive generatious on the
throne ; ouly threc instances of sons who succceded Lheir fathers. The
raarrieges of the Casars (nutwithistanding the permisvion, and the ire-
quent practice of divorces) were generally unfraiifel,
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popular master. A fter the murder of Alexan- cuap.

der Severus, and the elevation of Maximin, no  "'"
emperor could think himself safe upon the
throne, and every barbarian peasant of the fron-

tier might aspire to that august, but dangerous
station.

- About thirty-two years before that event, the pirt and

emperor Severus, returniag from an eastern ex- e of
pedition, halted in Thrace, to celebrate, with mi-
litary games, the birth-day of his younger son,
Geéta. The country flocked in crowds to behold
their sovereign,and a young barbarianofgigantic
stature, earnestly solicited, in his rude dialect,
that he might be allowed to contend for the prize
of wrestling. As the pride of discipline would
havebeen disgraced in the overthrow of a Roman
soldier by a Thracian peasant, he was matched
. with the stoutest followers of the camp, sixteen
of whom he successively laid on the ground.
His victory was rewarded by some trifling gifts,
and a permission to inlist in the troops. The
next day, the happy barbarian was distinguished
abovea crowd of recruits, dancing and exulting
after the fashion of his conntry. As soon as he
perceived that he had attracted the emperor’s
notice, heinstantly ran up to his horse, and fol-
lowed him on foot, without the least appearance
of fatigue, in a long and rapid career. ** Thra-
“ cian,” said Severus with astonishment, * art
¢ thou disposed to wrestle after thy race?” Most
willingly, sir, replied the unwearied youtl; and,
almost in a breath, overthrew seven of the
strongest soldiersinthe army. A gold collarwas

VOL. L. T
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: the prize of his matchless vigour and activity,

and he was immediately appointed to serve in
the horse-guards who always- attended om the.
person of the sovereign.'

Maximin, for that was his name, though born
on the territories of the empire, descended from
a mixed race of harbarians. His father was a
Goth, and his mother of the nation of the Alani.
He displayed, on every occasion, a valour equal
to his strength; and his native fierceness was
soon tempered or disguised by the knowledge of
the world, Under the reign of Severus and his
son, he obtained the rank of centurion, with the
favour and esteem of both those princes, the for-
mer of whom was an excellent judge of merit
Gratitude forbade Maximin to serve under the
assassin of Caracalla. Hovowr taught him to
decline the effeminate insults of Elagabalus. On’
the accession of Alexander he returued to court,
and was placed by that prince in a station useful
to the service, and honourable to himself. The
fourth legion, to which he was appointed tribuue,
soon became, under his care, the best disciplined
of the whole army. With the general applause
of the soldiers, who beatowed on their favourite
hero the names of Ajax apd Hercules, he was
successjvely promoted to the first military com-
mand;* and had not he still retained too much

* Hist. August.'p.138,

* Hist. August. p. 140. Herodinn, 1. ¥, p. 293, Anrelins Victor.
By comparing these anthors, it should serm that Muxinio had the parn
tlealer command of the Tribmllisn horse, wilh the gentra! commission

of
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of his savage origin, the emperor might perhaps CHAP.
have given his own sister in marriage to the 508 ..o
of Maximin.*

Instead of securing his fidelity, these favaurs ,
served only to inflame the ambition of the Thra- cy ofMax-
cian peasant, who deemed his fortune inadequate '™
to his merit, as long as he was constrained to

‘scknowledge a superior. Though a stranger ta
veal wisdom, he was not devoid of a selfish cun-
ning, which shewed him that the emperor had
loat the affection of the army, and taught him to
improve their discontent to his own advantage.
It is easy for faction and calumny to shed their
poison onthe administration ofthe best of princes,
and to accuse even their virtues, by artfully con-
‘ounding them with those vices to which they
bear the nearest affinity. The troops listened
with pleasure to the emiasaries f Maximin.
They blushed at their own ignominiaus patience,
which, during thirteen years, had supported the
vexatious discipline inpased by en effeminate
Syrian, the timid slave of his mother and of the
semate. It was time, they cried, to cast away
that useless phantom of the civil power, and to
elect for their prince and general a real soldier,
educated in camps, exercised in war, who would
assert the glory, and distribute among his com-
panions the treasures of the empire. A great

of discipling the reoruits of the whole army. Hi biographer onght to
have mrrked, with more care, Lis rxploils, and the successive stops of
Inis miitasy promotions.
¥ See the origival letter of Aleannder Sevesus.  Hist. August.
P 340
T 2
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army was at that time assembled on the banks of
the Rhine, under the command of the emperor
himself, who, almost immediately after his re-
turn from the Persian war, had been obliged to
march against the barbarians of Germany. The
important care of training and reviewing the
new levies was intrusted to Maximin. One day,
as he entered the field of exercise, the troops,
eitber from a sudden impulse, or 2 formed con-
spiracy, saluted him emperor, silenced by their
foud acclamations his obstinate refusal, and has-
tened to consummate their rebellion by the mur-
der of Alexander Severus.

The circumstances of his death are variously
related. The writers, who supposed that he died
in ignorance of the ingratitude and ambition of
Maximin, affirm that, after taking a frugal re-
past in the sight of the army, heretired to sleep,
and that, about the seventh hour of the day, a
part of his own guards broke into the imperial
tent, and, with many wounds, assassinated their
virtuous and unsuspecting prince.t If we credit
another, and indeed a more probable account,
Maximin was invested with the purple by a nu-
merous detachment, at the distance of several
miles from the head-quarters; and he trusted for
success rather to the secret wishes, than to the

* Hist. August. p, 185, I have aoflened some of the most improka-
ble circurmtances of this wretched biographer. From this ill-worded
narration, it siionid avem, that the prince's beffoon having sccidentdy
eptered the tent, and awakened thie slombering monarch, the fear off

punishment urged Bim to persnade the dlaffected soldiers fo commlr
the murder,
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case. corrupted by the pride of empire, the luxury of
.. Rome, and the perfidiouns voice of flattery. The

cruelty of Maximin wasderived from a differcat
soufce, the fear of comtempt. Though he de-
on the attachment of the soldiers, who
Ioved him for virtues like their own, ke was con-
scious that his mean and berbarian origin, his
savage appearance,and his total ignoranceof the
arts and institutions of civil life,* formed a very
unfavourable contrast with the amiable manners
of the unhappy Alexander. He remembered, .
that, in his humbler fortune, he had often waited
before the door of the haughty nobles of Rome,
and had been denied admittance by the inso-
lence of their slaves, He reoollected too the
friendship of a few who bad relieved his pover
ty, and assisted his rising hopes. But those
who bad spurmed, and those whe had protected
the Thraocian, were guilty of the same crime, the

. knowledge of his otiginal obscurity. For this

crime many were put to death; sad by the exe-
crrtion of several of his berefactors, Maximin
published, in characters of blood, the indehble
history of his baseness sl ingratitude!

The dark ard sanguinary soul of the tyrant,
Was open to every suspicion againstthose among
his subjects who were the most distinguished by
their birth or merit. Whenever he was alarmed

* It appears that he wan totally xgmnat of the Gresk Ianguage,
which, fram its universal nse in converaation wnd letien, wu an esrh-
tial part of crery liberal education.

' Hist. Augmt. p. 141. Herodisn. 1. vii, p. 237, The latter of
these Listoriant Las lieru moat unjuetly censured for sparing Lbe viess
of Maximio.
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-with the sound of treason, his cruelty was un- C{ig
bounded and uorelenting. A conspiracy against ..., ero”
hm life was either discovered or imagined, and
Moagnus, a consular senator, was named as the
prncipal anthor of it. Without a witness, with-
out a trial, and without an opportusity of de-
feuce, Magnus, with four thousand of his sup-
pesed accomplices, were put to death. Italy and
the wholeempire were infested with innumerable
spiesand informers. On the alightest accnsation,
the first of the Roman nobles, who had governed
provinces, commanded armies, and been adorned
with theconsularand triumphal ornaments, were
chained on the public carriages, and hurried
away to the emperor’s presence. Cobfiscation,
exile, or simple death, were eateemed uncommon
.mstances of his lenity. Some of the nnfortunate
sufferers he ordered to be sewed up in the hides
of slaughtered animals, others to be exposed to
wild beasts, others again to be beaten to death
with clobs. During the three years of his reign,
be disdained to visit either Rome or Italy. His
camp, occasionally remaved from the banks of
the Rhine to those of the Danube, was the seat
of his stern despotism, which trampled on every
principle of law and justice, and was supported
by the avowed power of the sword.* No mam
* The wife of Maximin, by lnsinuatiog wite counsels with female
gentlenes, sometimen broaght back the tyrmut to the way of troth and
bumenity. Se¢e Ammlanns Marcellion, L xiv, ¢. 1, where he slindes
to the faet, which he had more fully related under the reign of the
Gordizne. We may collect from the medals, that Pauline was the rame
of tiis benevolent empress; and from the lide of Dira, that she died

before Maziin, (Valesios ad loc. ¢it. Amming.) Spanheim de U. ot
P. N. tom. ii, p. 300,
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of noble birth, elegant accomplishments, er
knowledge of civil business, was suffered near -
his person; and the court of a Roman emperor
revived the idea of those ancient chiefs of slaves
and gladiators, whose savage power had lefta
deep impression of terror and detestation.!

As long aa the cruelty of Maximin was con-
fined to the illustrious senators, or even to the
bold adventurers, who in the court or army ex-
pose themselves to the caprice of fortune, the
body of the people viewed their sufferings with
indifference, or perhaps with pleasure. But the
tyrant’s avarice, stimulated by the insatiate de-
sires of the soldiers, at length attacked the pub-
lic property. Every city of the empire was pos-
sessed of an independent revenue, destined to
purchase corn for the multitude, and to supply
the expences of the games and eniertainments.
By a single act of authority, the whole mass of
wealth was at once confiscated for the nse of the
imperial treasury. The temples were stripped
of their most valuable offerings of gold and sil-
ver, and the statues of gods, heroes, and em-
perors, were melted down and coined into
money. These impious orders could not be
executed without tumults and massacres, as m
many places the people chose rather to die in
the defence of their altars, than to hehold in
the midst of peace their cities exposed to the
rapine and cruelty of war. The soldiers thenr
-selves, among whom this sacrilegious plander

t He was .compared to Spartacos and Athenio. Hist. Angust
p 141 .
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wuu distributed, received it with a blush; and, cxap.
hardened as they were in acts of violenee, they , .
dreaded the just reproaches of their friends and
relations. Throughout the Roman world a ge-
neral cry of indignation was heard, imploring
vengeance on the common enemy of human
kind ; and at length, by an act of private op-
pression, a peaceful and unarmed province was
driven into rebellion against him.®

The procuratorof Africa was a servant worthy Revolt in
of such a master, who considered the fines and 2 A ,, St
confiscations of the rich as one of the most fruijt- P~
ful branches of the imperial revenue, An ini-
quitous sentence l:rad been pronouuced against
some opulent youths of that country, the execu-
tion ofwhich would have stripped them of far
the greater part of their patrimony. In this ex-
tremity, a resolution that must either complete
or prevent their ruin, was dictated by despair.
A respite of three days, obtained with difficulty
from the rapacious treasurer, was employed in
collecting from their estates a great number of
slaves and peasants, blindly devoted to the com-
mands of their lords, and armed with the rustic
weapons of clubg and axes. The leaders of the
conspiracy, as they were admitted to the audi-
ence of the procurator, stabbed him with the
daggers concealed under their garments, and,
by the assistance of their tumultuary train, seiz-
ed on the little town of Thysdrus,* and erected

» Herodian, 1. vii, p. 288. Zosim.L§, p. 18.
® In the fertile territory of Bymcinm, one hundred and ﬁﬁy tiles
1o the south of Carthage. This city was decorated, probably by the
Gordinng,
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cHaAP. the standard of rehellion against the sovereigm
of the Roman empire. They rested their hopes
on the hatred of mankind against Maximin, and
they judiciously resolved to oppose to that de-
tested tyrant, an emperor whose mild virtues
had already acquired the love and esteem of the
Romans, and whose authority over the province
would give weight and stability to the enterprize.
Gordianus, their proconsul, and the object of
their choice, refused, with unfeigned reluctance,
the dangerous honour, and begged, with tears,
that they wouid suffer him to terminate in peace
a long and innocent life, without staining his
feeble age with civil blood. Their menaces
compelled him to accept the imperial purple,
hisonly refuge, indeed, againet the jealous cruelty
of Maximin, since, according to the reasoning of
tyrants, those who have been esteemed worthy
of the throne deserve death, and those who de-
liberate bave already rebelled.’
Caancter  'Tbe family of Gordianus was one of the most
tnd clevs illustrious of the Roman senate. On the father's
iro O gide, he was descended from the Gracchi; on
bis mother's, from the emperor Trajan. A
great estate enabled him to support the dignity
of his birth; and, in the enjoyment of it, he
displayed an elegant taste, and heueficent dis-
position. The palace in Rome, formerly inha-
bited hy the great Pompey, had been, during

S rEivEn

Gordinns, with the title of colony, snd with a fine amphitheatre, whith
Is still in a very perfeot atate, Sce Ilnerar. Wemellng, p. 59, and
Shaw's Travels, p. LI7.

* Hercdina, 1, vit, p, 129, Hist. Aogwt. p. 154
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several generations, in the possession of Gordi-
an’s family.? It was distinguished by .ancient
trophies of naval victories, and decorated with
the works of modern painting. His villa on the
road to Praneste was celebrated for baths of sin-
gular heauty and extent, for three stately rooms
of an hundred feet in length, and for a magnifi-
cent portice, supported by two hundred columns
of the four most curious and costly sorts of mar-
ble.t The public shews exhibited at his ex-
pence, and in which the people were entertained
with many hundreds of wild beasts and gladia-
tors,” seem to surpass the fortune of a subject;
and whilst the liberality of other magistrates
was confined to a few solemn festivals in Rome,
the magnificence of Gordian was repeated, when
he was wdile, every mounth in the year, and ex-
tended, during his consulship, to the principal

? Hist. Aogust. p. 152, The celebrated home of Pompey in corinds
was nenrped by Marc Antony, sud conseqaently became, after the tris
amvir's death, u part of the imperial domain. The emperor Trajan al-
Jowed, ned even epconvaged, the rich sonators to parchare those magni-
fieept and useless places (Plin. Pancgyric. ¢. 50); and it may seem
probable thae, on this occasion, Pompey's house eatne into the posses-
sion of Gordlan's great.grandfather,

1 The Clandisn, the Nuomidian, the Carystian, and the Synna.
dan. The celsunn of Romwsn marbles bave been faistly described,
sod imperfectly distingnished, It appears, however, thai the Carys-
tian was a sea-green, aod that the marble of Bynoada was white,
mlxed with oval spots of purple.  See Salmmning ad Hist. Angust.
p. 164,

* Hist Augost. p. 161, 152, He sometimes gave five hundred pair
of gladiators, never less than one hnndred and fifty. Heonce gave, for
the wee of the cireos, one tnadred Sicilian, and w many Cappadocian
erses. The animals desigued for hunting were chiefly bears, boars,
bulla, stagy, ¢lks, wild sewes, &c. Elephanty and jioos seem to have been
appropriated to lmperlal magnificeoce
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cities of Italy, He was twice elevated to the last-
mentioned dignity, by Caracalla and by Alex-
ander; for he possessed the uncommon talent of
acquiring the esteem of virtuous princes, with-
out alarming the jealousy of tyrants. His long
life was innocently spent in the study of letters
and the peaceful honours of Rome; and, till he
was named proconsul of Africa by the voice of
the senate and the approbation of Alexander,*
he appears prudently to have declined the com-
mand of armies and the government of provinces.
As long as that einperor lived, Africa was happy
under the administration of his worthy repre-
sentative ; after the barbarous Maximin had
usurped the throne, Gordianus alleviated the
miseries which he was unable to prevent. When
he reluctantly accepted the purple, hewas above
fourscore years old; alast andaluable remains
of the happy age of the Antonines, whose virtues
he revived in his own conduct, and celebrated in
an elegant poem of thirty books. With the ve-
nerable proconsul, hisson, whohad accompanied
him into Africa as his lientenant, was likewise
declared emperor. His manners were less pure,
but his character was equally amiable with that
of his father. Twenty-two acknowledged con-
cubines, and a library of sixty-two thousand vo-
Jumes, attested the variety of his inclinations;
and from the productions which be left behind

* Sec the original letter, in the Angmatan Histary, p. 154, whick at
once shews Alexender's respect for the authority of the seeate, anud his
wusteem far the procomn! appointed by that assembiy.
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him, it appears that the former as well as the
latter were designed for use rather than for os-
tentation The Roman people acknowledged
in the features of the younger Gordian the re-
semblauce of Scipio Africanus, recollected with
pleasure that his mother was the grand-daughter
of Autoninus Pius, and rested the public hope
on those latent virtues which had hitherto, as
they fondly imagined, lain concealed in the lux-
urious indolence of a private life,

Assoonasthe Gordians had appeased the first
tumult of a popular election, they removed their
courtto Carthage. They were received with the
acclamations of the Africans, who honoured their
virtues, and who, since the visit of Hadrian,
had never beheld the majesty of a Roman em-
peror. But these vain acclamations neither
strengthened nor confirmed the title of the Gor-
dians. They were induced by principle, as well
as interest, to solicit the approbation of the
senate ; and a deputation of the noblest provin-
cials was sent, without delay, to Rome, to relate
and justify the conductoftheir countrymen, who,
havinglong suffered with patience, were at length

- resolved to act with vigour. The letters of the
new princes were modest and respectful, excu-
sing the necessity which had obliged them to
accept the imperial title; but submitting their

* By each of his concubines, the yonnger Gordian left three or four
ohlldren, His literary prodoctions, thoogh less numerous, were by ne
roeany coatemphile,
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CHAP. election and their fate to the supreme judgment
,,,,,,,,,, of the sepate.® ,

Thesente The inclinations of the senate were neither

rutifis the doubtful nor divided. The birth and neble alli-

ihe Gor- ances of the Gordians had intimately connected

" them with the mostillustrious houses of Rome.

Their fortune had crested many dependents in

tbat agsembly, tbeir merit had acquired many

friends. Their mild admipistration opened the

flattering prospect of the reatoration, not only of

ibe civil but even of the republican government.

The terror of military violence, which had first

obliged the senate to forget the murder of Alex-

ander, and to ratify the election of a barbarian

peasant,” now produced a contrary effect, and

provoked them to assert the injured rights ot

freedom and humaunity. The hatred of Maximin

towards the senate waadeclared and implacable;

the tamest aubmission had not appeased his fary;

the most ckutious innocence would not remove

his suspicions ; and even the care of their own

safety urged them to share the fortune of an

enterprise, of which (if unsuacessful} they were

sureto be the first victims. These considerations,

and perbaps others of a more private nature,

were debated in a previaus conference of the

consuls and the magistrates. Aa soon as their

resolution was decided, they conveked in the

temple of Castor the whole body of the senate,

* Heredian, 1. vii, p. 340, Hlt Awgust. p. 144
¥ Quod tamen patres dom pericolosom existimant ; Inermes armate
vealatere approbaverunt, Aureline Fictor,

i '--. .
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according to an ancient form of secrecy,” cal-
culated to awaken their attention, and to conceal
their decrees. * Conscript fathers,” said the
consul Syllanus, ¢ the two Gordians, both of
‘ consular dignity, the one your proconsul, the
“ other your liewtenant, have been declared em-
‘ perors by the general consent of Africa. Let
“ us return thanks,” he boldly continued, “ to
“ the youth of Thysdrus; let us return thanks
“ to the faithful people of Carthage, our gene-
“ rous deliverers from an horrid monster.—Why
“ do you hear me thus coelly, thus timidly?
“ Why do you cast those anxions looks on each
“ other? why hesitate? Maximin is & public
“ enemy! may his enmity soon expire with him,
“ and may we Jong enjoy the prudence and feli-
“ city of Gordian the father, the valour and
“ constancy of Gordian the son!"* The noble
ardour of the consul revived the languid spirit
of the senate. By en unanimous decree the elec-
tion of the Gordians was ratified; Maximin, his
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son, and his adherents were pronounced enemies oomy

of their country, and liberal rewards were of
fered to whosoever had the courage and good
fortune to destroy thems,

During the emperor's absence, a detachment
of the preetorian guards remained at Rome, to
protect, or rather to cemmand the capital. The

7 Ewen the servante of the bouse, the acribes, &c, were excluded, and
thelr office was filled by the senators themselves. We are obliged to
the Augustive History, p. 159, for preserving this curions example of
the old discipline of the commonwenith,

* This spirited sprech, tramlaied from the Augustine bistorian,
p. 188, seenus trapseribed by him from the original reglaters of e
Bcuate.

Aunmes
the com.
mzad of
Rome and
Italy,
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prefect Vitalianus had signalized his fidelity to

~eoseeess Maximin, by the alacrity with which he had

and pre=
pareafora
®ivil war.

obeyed, and even prevented, the cruel mandates
of the tyrant, His death alone could rescue the
authority of the senate and the lives of the
senators, from a state of danger and suspence.
Before their resolves had transpired, a questor
and some tribunes were commissioned to take
his devoted life. 'They executed the order with
equal boldness and success; and, with their
bloody daggers in their hands, ran through the
streets, proclaiming to the people and the rol-
diers, the news of the happy revolution. The
enthusiasm of liberty was seconded by the pro-
mise of a large donative, in lands and money;
the statues of Maximin were thrown down;
the capital of the empire acknowledged, with
transport, the auntherity of the two Gordians
and the senate;* and the example of Rome was
followed by the rest of Italy.

A new spirit had arisen in that assembly,
whose long patience had heen insulted by wanton
despotism and military licence. The senate as-
sumed the reins of government, and, with a calm
intrepidity, prepared to vindicate by arms the
cause of freedom. Among the consular senators
recommended by their merit and services to the
favour of the emperor Alexander, it was easy to
select twenty, not unequal to the command of
an army, and the conduct of a war To these

* Herodian, 1 vii, p %44,
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was the defence of Italy entrusted. Each wes |CHAP.:
appointed to act in his respective: department;,m
authorized to enrol and discipline the Italian .
youth ; and instructed to fortify the ports and -
highways, against the impending invasion ol
Maximin. A number of deputies, chosen-from:
the most illustrious of the senatorian awd eques-;
trian orders, were dispatched at the same.time to-
the governore of the several provinces, earnestly
conjuring. them to fly to the assistance of their
country, and to remind the nations of their an-
cient ties of friendship with the Roman. senate
and people. The general respect with which
these deputies were received, and the zeal of
Italy and the provinces in favour of the senate,
sufficiently prove that the subjects of Maximin
were reduced to that uncommon distress, in
which the body of the people has more to fear
from oppression than from resistance. The con-
sciousness of that melancholy truth, inspires a
degree of persevering fury, seldom to be found
in those civil wars which are artificially support-
ed for the benefit of a few factious and designing
Ieaders.’

For while the cause of the Gordians wau em- Defcatand
braced with such diffusive ardour, tbe Gordians el
themselves were no more. The feeble court of $°'g»
Carthage wasalarmed with therapid approach of 34 July.
Oapehanus governor of Mauritania, who, with a

small band of veterans, and a fierce host of bar-

* Herodian, I, vil, p. M7, L viif, p. 277, Hist, August. p. lé6-
158,

¥YOL, I, 4]
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CHA® barians, attacked a faithful, but unwarlike pro-
rereseees ¥iCE, 'The younger Gordian sallied out to meet
the enemy at the head of a few guards, and a
numerous undisciplined multitude, educated in
the peaceful luxury of Carthage. His useless
valour servedonly to procure him an honourable
death in the field of battle. His aged father,
whose reign had not exceeded thirty-six days,
put an end to his life on the first news of the de-
. feat. Carthage, destitute of defence, opened
ber gates to the conqueror, and Africa was ex-
“posed to the rapacious cruelty of a slave, obli-
ged to satisfy his uarelenting master with a

large account of blood and treasure.*
Eleetionof  The fate of the Gordiansfilled Romewith just
e .. but unexpected terror. The senate convoked in
remay ¢ the temple of Concord; affected to transact the
otk July. common business of the day; and écemed to de.
cline, with trembling dnxiety, the consideration
of their own, and the pubhc danger. A silent
consternation prevailed in the assembly, till a
senator, of the nanie aiid family of Trajan, awak-
ened his brethren ftom their fatal lethargy. He
represented to them, that the choice of cautious
dilatory measuresliad béen long sinceout of their
power; that Maximin, implacable by nature,

¢ Herodian, L vii, p. 854 Hist. Aoguet. p. 150.180. We may ob-
serve, that one month and six dayu, for the reign of Gordian, s a jost
correction of Casanbon and Panviniva, jostead of the absard reading
of one year und six months. Bee Commentar. p. 3. Zosimms relates,
L. L, p. 17, that the two Gordians perished by a tempest Io the midst of
their navigation; a strange ignorance of history, or & strange abose of
metaphora ¢
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and exasperated by injuries, was advanciug to- CHAP.
whrds Ttaly, at the head of the military foree of ...\ 7.,
the empire ; and that their only remraining alter-
hative, was either to fmeet him hravely in the
field, or tamely to expect the tortures and igno-
minious death reserved for unsuccessful rebek
Hon. “ We have lost,” continued he, * two
* excellent princes; hut unless we desert ouri
 gelves, thc hopes of the repuhlic have not
# perished with the Gordians. Many are the
* genators, whose virtues have deserved, and .
« whose abilities would sustain, tire imperial
“ dignity. Let us elect two emperors, one of
* whom may conduct the war against the pnb-
* lic enemy, whilst his colleague remaitns at
* Rorae to direct the civil adminisftation.- -1
« cheerfully expose myself to the danger and
* envy of the nomination, and give my vote in
« favour of Maximus and Balbinus. Ratify my
“ choice, conscript fathers, or appoint, in their
¢ place, others more worthy of the empire.”
The general apprehension silenced the whispers
of jealousy ; the merit of the ¢atididates' wad
aniversally acknowledged; and the house ‘ré-
sounded with the sincere acclamations of “ long
« life and victory to the emperors Maximus sud
« Balbinus. You are happy in the judgment
¢ of the senate; may the republic be heppy un-
¢ der your administration "¢

4 Sece the Augustine histery, p. 166, from the regifters of the senate’s
the date is confessedly faulty, bul the coincidence of the Apolimmwéen’
gwmcs enables W to correct it, .

U2
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cAAP.  The virtues and the reputation of the new em-
e perors justified the most sanguine hopes of the
Thelr cha- Romans, The various nature of their talents
metem  geemed to appropriate to each his peculiar de-
partmentof peaceand war, without leaving room

for jealous emulation. Balbinus wasan admired
orator, a poet of distinguished fame, and a wise
magistrate, who bad exercised with innocence

and applause the civil jurisdiction in almost all

the interior provinces of the empire. His birth

was noble,* his fortune affluent, his manners li-

beral and affable. In him the love of pleasure

was corrected by a sense of dignity, nor had the

habits of ease deprived him of a capacity for
business. - The mind of Maximus was formed

in a rougher mould. By bis valour and abiki

ties he had raised himself from the meanest orix

gin to the first employments of the state and

army. His victories over the Sarmatians and

the Germans, the austerity of his life, and the

rigid impartiality of his justice, whilat he wan
prefect of the city, commanded the esteem of a
people, whose affections were engaged in favour

of the more amiable Balbinus. The two col-

* He was descended from Corpelins Ballus, u noble Speniard, and
the adopted son of Theopbanes, the Greek historian. Balbns obisined
the freedom of Rome by the favonr of Pompey, and preserved it by
the eloguenes of Cicero {see Orat. pro Cornel. Balba)., The friend-
ship of Cesar {to whom he rendered the most important secret services
in the civil war) raised hlm ts the consalship and the pontificate, ho-
Dours never yet possessed by a stranger. The nephew of this Balbome
triumphed over the Garamaotes. See Dictionpaire de Bayle, au mot
Balbus, where be distingnishes the several persoms of that nume, and
rectifies, with his wsanl accuracy, the mistakes of formey wrlteq ron-
cerming them, '

S |
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leagues had both been cousuls (Balbinus had CHAP.
twice enjoyed that honourable office), both had ..., ...,
been named among the twenty lieutenants of the
senate; and since the one was sixty, and the
other seventy-four years old,’ they had both at-
tained the full maturity of age and experience.

After the senate had conferred on Maximus rumae 5
and Balbinus an equal portion of ‘the consular Foxe.

The youn-
and tribunitian power, the title of fathers of rer ords

. their country, and the joint office of supreme cared
pontiff, they ascended to the capitol, to return ™"
thanks to the gods, protectors of Rome* The
solemn rites of sacrifice were disturbed by a se-
dition of the people. The licentious multitude
neither loved the rigid Maximus, nor did they
sufficiently fear the mild and humane Balbinus,
Their increasing numbers surrounded the tem-
ple of Jupiter; with obstinate clamours they as-
serted their inherent right of consenting to the
election of their sovereign ; and demanded, with
an apparent moderation, that, besides tbe two
emperors chosen by the senate, a third should
be added of the family of the Gordians, as a
Just return of gratitude to those princes wbo
had sacrificed their lives for the republic. At
the head of the city-guards, and the youtb of the

f Zowarms, L. xd, p, 63%. But litde dependence is to be bag on the
authority of 1 modern Greek, s ;rmly iguormot of the bistery of the
third century, that he crestes several imaginary emperon, and con-
founds those who really existed,

o " Herodun,l vii, p. 256, supposes ‘that l.he senate was at firt com-
voked in the capitol, mnd is very eloquent on the ocomion, The Awe
gostan histary, p, 116, secins much more aothentic,
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equestrian order, Maximus and' Balbinus at-
tempted to cut their way through the heditions
multitude. The multitude, - armed with sticks
and stones, drove them back into ‘the capitel,
It is prudeat to yield when the contest, what,
ever may be the issue of it, must be fata] to both
parties, A boy, ounly thirteen years of age, the
grandson of the elder, and oephew of ‘the

younger, Gordian, was produced to the psopls,

invested with the ornainents and title of CmBbat,
The tumnlt was appeased by -this easy conde-
scension; and the two emperors, as soon as they
had been peaceably acknowledged in Roste,
prepared to defend Italy against the comsmon
gnemy. : o S
. Whilst in Rome and Adrica revolutions sue-
ceeded each other with such amazing repidity,
the mind of Maximin was agitated by the most
furious passions. Heigsaid to have received the
news of the rebellion ¢f the Gordians, and of the
decree of the sensdte against him, not with the
temper of a man, but the rage of a wild beast;
which, as it could not discharge itself an the dise
tant senate, threatened the life of his son, of his
friends, and of all who ventured to approach his
person. The grateful intelligence of the death
of the Gordians was quickly followed by the as-
surance that the senate, laying aside all hopes
of pardon or accommodation, had substituted in
their room two emperors, with whose merit he
could not be unacquainted. Revenge was the

- only consolation left to Maximin, aud revenge

could only be obtained by arms. The strength
of the legions had been assembled by Alexander
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from all parts of the empire. Three successful
campaigns against the Germaus, and the Sarma.
tians, had raised their fame, confirmed their
discipline, and even increased their numbers, by
filling the ranks with the flower of the barbarian
youth. The life of Maximin had been spent in
war, and the candid severity of history cannet
refuse him the valour of a soldier, or even the
abilities of an experienced general." It might
naturally be expected, that a prince of such a
character, instead of suffering the rebellion to
guin stability by delay, should immediately have
marched frtom the banks of the Danube to those
of the Tyber, and that his victorious army, in-
stigated by contempt for the senate, and eager to
gatber the spoils of Italy, should have burned
with impatience to finish the easy and Jucrative
conquest. Yetas far as we can trust to the ob-
scure cbronology of that period,’ it appears that

» In Herodian, I. vii, p. M0, and iu the Avgostan blstory, we have
three several orations of Maximin to bis army, on the rebellion of Africa
sod Rome. M. de Tillemont has very justly observed, Lhat they pei-
ther sgree with ench other, par with troth, Histoire des Emperena,
tom. iii, p. 799.

! The carelemsness of the writers of (hat-age heaves oy in x singmiar
perplexity. 1. We kpow that Maximus and Balbions were killed dor-
ing the Capitaline gumes. Herodian, 1. viil, p. 385, The acthority of
Censorinus {de Die Nutali, c. 18) coables ne to fix those games, with
certainty, to the year 288, bot leaves ns in ignorunce of the month or
day. 2. The election of Gordian by the senate is fixed, with equal
certalniy, to the 27th of May; bot we nre at a loss to dlscover, whe-
ther it was in the same or the preceding yenr. Tillemont acd Murs-
tori, who maintsin the two opposite opinions, bring Into the field a de-
stiltory troop of anthorities, conjectures, and probabilities. The one
seema to draw ont, the olher to contract, the series of events betweea
those periods, more Lhan can he well recomeiled to yenson and history.
Yet it is necessary to choose between them.,
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_the operations of some forel.gn war deferred the
Italian expedition till the ensuing spring. From
the prudent conduct of Maximin, we may learn
that the savage features of his character have

‘been exaggerated by the pencil of party, that

his passions, however impetuous, submitted to
the force of reason, and that the barbarian pos-
sessed something of the generous spirit of Syl-
la, who subdued the enemies of Rome, before
he suffered himself to_revenge hxs private in-

_juries.*

Marches
intoItaly,
A u, 238,
Pebruary.

of
Aquiieia.

When the troops of Maximin, advancmg iu ex-
cellent order, arrived at the foot of the Julian
Alps, they were terrified by the silence and deso-
lation that reigned on the frontiers of Italy. The
villages and open towns had been abandoned on
their approach by the inhabitants, the cattle was
driven away, the provisions removed, or destroy-
ed, the bridges broke down, nor was any thing
left which could afford either shelter or sub- .
sistence to an invader. Such had been the wise
orders of the generals of the senate; whose de-
sign was to protract the war, to ruin the army of
Maximin by the slow operation of famine,andto
consume his strength in the sieges of the prin-
cipal cities of Italy, which they had plentifully
stored withmenand provisions from the deserted
country. Aquileia received and withstood the
first shock of the invasion. The streams that
issue from the head of the Hadriatic gulif, swelled

* Veileins Puterculns, L. ii, ¢. 24, The president de Montes
quien in his disiogue between Sylla and Evcrates) expresasn the
sentimenls of the dictator, in a spirited, tud even a wublinre mas-
wer.
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by the melting of the winter snows,' opposed
an unexpected obstacle to the arms of Maximin.

Atlength, on a singular bridge, constructed, with
art and difficulty, of large hogsheads, he trans-
ported his army to the opposite bank, rooted up
the beantiful vineyards in the neighbourhood of
Aquileia, demolished thesuburbs,and employed
the timber of the buildings in the engines and
towers, with which, on every side, he attacked
thecity. The walls, fallen to decay during the
security of along peace, had been hastily repair-
ed on this sudden emergency; but the firmest
defence of Aquileia consisted in the constancy of
the citizens: all rankas of whom, instead of bemg
dismayed, were animated, by the extreme dan-
ger, and their knowledge of the tyrant’s unrelent-
ing temper. <Their courage was supported and
-directed by Crispinus and Menophilus, two ofthe
twenty licntenants of the senate, who, with a
small body of regular troops, had thrown them-
selves into the besieged place. The army of
Maximin was repulsed on repeated attacks, his

t Maratort {(Appali d'Italie, tom, ii, p. 204) thinks the melting of
the snow auits better with the months of June or July, than with that
of Fehruary, The opinton of w men who passed his life betwaen the
Alps and the Appennines, is undoobtediy of great weight; yet I ob-
servc, 1. That the long winter, of whick Moratori takes advaniage, is
to be found only in the Latin vemion, and mot fu the Qreek text of
Herodian. 2. That the vicissitode of suns and raina, to whivh the sol-
diers of Maximin were exposed (Herodian, L. viii, p. 277} denotes the
spring ratirer than the snmmer. We may ohserve likewise, that these
several streams, as they melted foto ooe, composed the 'Fimavus, so
pocticalty (in every scnse of the word) described by Virgil. They are
nboit tweive miles to the cast of Aquilein,  Bee Cluver. Italia, tom. i,
p-189, L.
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cHAP. machines destroyed by showers of artificial fire,

-

.and the generous enthusiasm. of the Aquileians

was exalted into a confidence of snccess, by the
opinion, that Belenus, their tutelar deity, com-

- bated in person in the defence of his di_stresaed

worshipers.®

C-ondrmof The emperpr Maximus, who had advanced as

" far as Ravenna, to secure that important place,
and to hasten the military preparations, beheld
the event of the war in the more faithful mirrer
of reason and poliey. He was too sensihle, that
a single town could not resist the persevering
efforts of a great anny; and he dreaded, lest the
enemy, tired with the obstinate resistance of
Aquileia, should. on a sudden relinquish the
fruitless sicge, and marchdirectly towards Rome
The fate of the empire, and the causeof freedom,
must then becommitted to the chance of a battle;
and what arms could he oppose to the veteran
legions of the Rhine and Danube? Some
troops newly levied among the geperous, but
cnervated, youth of Italy, and a body of German
auxiliaries, on whose firmness, in the hour of
trial, it was dangerous to depend. In themidst
of these just alarms, the stroke of domestic con-
spiracy punished the crimes of Maximin, and
delivered Rowe and the senate from the calami-
ties that would surely have attended the victory
of an enraged barbatian,

®™ Herodian, 1. viii, p. 272, The Cealtic deity was snpposed to be
Apollo, and received, under that name, the thanks of the senate. A

tempie was Hkewise built to ¥enns the Bald, in honour of the women
of Aquileis who bad given np their hair to make ropes for the miliury

engiver.
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The people of Aquilein had scarcely expe- CRAP.
rienced nuy‘of the common miseries of a siege;......_...
their magazines were plentifully supplied, and Murde of
several fountains within the wallg assured them andiy
ofan inexhaustible resourceof fresh water. The % 4,
soldiers of Maximin were, on the contrary, ex- April.
posed to the inclemency of the season, the con-
tagion of -diseaqe, and the horrors of famine.

The open country was ruined, the rivers filled
with the slain, and polluted with blood. A spi-
rit of despair and disaffection began to diffuse
ftaelf ameng the troops; and as they were cut off
from all intelligence, they easily believed that
the whole empire had embraced the cause of the
senate, and that they were left as devoted vic-
tims to perish under the impregnable walls of
Aquileia. ‘The fierce temper of the tyrant was
exasperated by disappointments, which he im-
puted to thecowardice of his army: and his wan-
ton and ill-timed cruelty, instead of striking ter-
ror, inspired hatred, and a just desire of revenge.
A party of pretorian guards, who trembled
for their wives and children in the camp of
‘Alba, near Rome, executed the sentence of the
senate. Maximm, abandoned by his guards,
was slain in his tent, with his son (whorn he had
associated to the honours of the purple), Anuli-
nus the prefect, and -the priucipal ministers of
his tyranny.® The gight of their heads, horne

* Herodian, 1. »iii, p. ¥72. Hlst, Aogost. p. 148, The duration
of Maximin's reign has not heen defined with much wccoracy, except
by Eatropins, wiio aliows fiim three years and a few days(l, ix. i}; we

. may
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on the point of spears, convinced the citizens of

wrremeeese Aquileia, that the siege was atan end; the gates

His por
trait.

Joy of the

Roman
world,

of the city were thrown open, a liberal market
was provided for the hungry troops of Maximin,
and the whole army joined in solemn protesta-
tions of fidelity to the seuate and the peeple of
Rome, and to their lawful emperors Maximus
and Balbinus. Such was the deserved fate of
a brutal savage, destitute, as he has generally
been represented, of every sentiment that dis-
tinguishes a civilized, or even a human being.
The body was suited to the soul. The stature
of Maximin exceeded the measure of eight
feet, and circumstances almost incredible are
related of his matchless strength and appetite”®
Had he lived in a less enlightened age, tradition
and poetry might well have described him as
one of those monstrous giants, whese superna-
tural power was constantly exerted for the de-
struction of mankind.

It is easier to conceive than to describe the
universal joy of the Roman werld on the fall of
the tyrant, the news of which is said to have been
carried in four days from Aquilela to Rome.
Theé return of Maximus was a triumphal proces-

may depend on the integrity of the fext, as the Latin origioal is check-
ed by the Greek version of Preanivs,

° fight lloman feet and one third, which are eqnal to aborve cight
Evglinh fert, as the two mcasnres are to each otlier in the proportiom
to 947 to 1000. Sec Graves's disconrse on the Roman fout. We mre
toid that Maximin could drink in & day an amphors {or about seven
gulions of wine}, and ent thirty or forty pounds of meat. He conld
move & fomled wagseon, break a Borse’s leg with bis fist, crambie stones
in his hand, and tear up smali tices by the roote.  See hia life in the
Augpstac jiistory,
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sion? his colleague and young Gordian went out
to meet him, and the three princes made their
entry into the capital, attended by the ambassa-~
dors of almost all the cities of Italy, saluted
with the splendid offerings of gratitude and su-
perstition, and received with the unfeigned ac-
clamations of the senate and people, who per-
suaded themselves that a golden age would suc-
ceed to an age ofiron.? The conduct of the two
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emperors corresponded with these expectations. .

They adruinistered justice in person; and the ri-
gour of the one was tempered by the other’s cle-
mency. .The oppressive taxes with which Maxi-

min had loaded the rights of inheritance and .

succession, were repealed, or at least moderated.
Discipline was revived, and with the advice of
the senate many wise laws were enacted by their
imperial ministers, wbo endeavoured to restore
a civil constitution on the ruins of military ty-

ranny. * What reward may we expect for de--

“ livering Rome from a monster?” was the ques-
tion asked by Maximus, in a moment of freedom

and confidence, Balbinus answered it without

hesitation, ¢ the love of the senate, of the peo-
* ple, and of all menkind.” * Alasl” replied
his more penetrating colleague, * Alas! I dread

‘¢ the hatred of the soldiers, and the fatal effects -

“ of their resentment.”® His apprehensions
were but too well justified by the event.

¥ Hee the congratalatory letter of Clandion Juliznns the conaal, to the
two cmperors, in the Augustan History.

4 Hist, Angust, p. 171,
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Whilst Maximus was preparing to defend
Italy against the common foe, Balbmus, who

sediionne Femained at Rome, had been engaged in scenes

Rome,

of blood and intestine discord. Distrust and
jealousy reigned in the senate; and even in the
temples where they assembled, every senator
carried either open or concealed arms. In the
midst of their deliberations, two veterans of the
guards, actuated either by curiosity or a sims-
ter motive, andaciously thrust themselves into
the house, and advanced by degrees beyond the
altar of Victory. Galhcanus, a consular, and
Macenas, s pratorian sensator, viewed with in-
dignationtheir insolent intrusion: drawing their
daggers, they laid the apies, for such they deem-
ed them, dead at the foot of the altar, and then
advancing to the door of the senate, impradent-
ly exhorted the multitude to maseacre the pree-
torkans, as the secret adherents of the tyrant.
Those who escaped the first fury of the tumult
took refuge in the camp, which they defended
with ‘superior advéntage against the reiterated
attacks of the people, assisted by the nnmerous
bands of gladiators, the préperty of opulent
nobles. The civil war lasted reny days, with
infinite loss and confasion on both sides: When
the pipes were broken that supphed thié camp
with water, the pretoriaps were reduced to-in-
tolerable distress; but in their turn they made
desperate sallies into the city, set fire to a great
number of houses, and filled the streets with
the blood of the inbahitants. The emperor
Balbinus attempted, by ineffectual edicts and
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precarious truces, to reconcile the factions at cHAP.

Rome. But their animosity, though smothered _,,,. ",
for a while, burnt with redoubled violence. The
soldiers, detesting the senale and the people,
despised the weakness of a prince, who wanted

either the spirit or the power to command the
obedience of his subjects.’

After the tyrant's death, his formidable army Discon.
had acknowledged, from necessity rather than ;,'r',’:,:ﬁ;'
from choice, the authority of Maximus, who feard.
transported himself without delay to the camp
before Aquileia. As soon as he had received
their oath of fidelity, he addressed them in terms
full of mildness and moderation; lamented, ra-
ther than arraigned, the wild disorders of the
Hmes, and assured the soldiers, that of all their
past conduct, the senate would remember, only
theit generous dewertion of the tyrant, and their
voluntary retarn 1o their duty. Maximus en
forced his exhortations by a liberal donative,
purified the camp Wy a solemn sacrifice of ex .

- piation, and then dismissed the legious to their
several provinces, impressed, as he hoped, with
wiively sense of gratitude and obedience.’ Bnt
modhing could recencile the haughty spirit of the
praetorinus. They attended the emperors on the
memorable day of their public entry into Rome,
but amidst the general acclamations, the sullen
dejected comuntenance of the guards snfficiently
declared that they considered themselves as the
object, rather than the partners, of the triumph.
When the whole body was ubited in their camp,

* Herodian, L viii, p. 258, ' Heediun, 1. viii, p. 11%
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those whe had served under Maximin, and those

¥il. . . .
veewsrsn.. Who had remained at Rome, insensibly commu-

nicated to each other their complaints and ap-
prehensions. The emperors chosen by the army
had perished with ignominy ; those elected by
the senate were seated on the throne.! The long
discord between the civil and military powers.
was decided by a war, in which the forwer had
obtained a complete victory. The soldiers must

" now learn a new doctrine of submission to the

Masacre
of Maxi-
mns and
Baibious,

senate; and whatever clemency was affected
by that politic assembly, they dreaded a slow
reveoge, coloured bythe name of discipline, and
justified by fair pretences of the public good.
But their fate was still in their own hands; and
if they had courage to despise the vain terrore
of an.impotent republic, it was easy to con-
vince the world, that those who were masters
of the arms, were masters of the anthority, of

the state. ' o )
When the senate elected two princes, it is
probable that, besides the declared reason of
providing for the various enlergencies of peace
and war, they were actuated by the secret desire
of weakening by division the despotism of the
supreme magistrate. Their policy was effectual,
but ic proved  fatal both to their emperors and
to themselves. The jealousy of power was soon
exasperated by thedifferenceofchearacter. Max-
imus despised Balbinus as a luxurious noble,and
* The chservalion had been made improdently enough in the sccls

mutions of tlie sennte, and with regard to the soldiery it extried the
Mppearance of & wanton iosult. Hist. Auguel. p. 170,
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obscure soldier. Their silent discord was under-
stood rather than seen;® but the mutual con-
sciousness prevented them from uniting in any
vigorons measures of defence agaiust their com-
mon enemies of the pretorian camp. The
whole city was employed in the capitoline
games, and the emperors were left alinost alone

309

was in hiy turn disdained by bis colleague asan CHAP.
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in the palace. On a sudden they were alarmed 1. p 2,

by the approach of a troop of desperate assas.
sins. Ignorant of each other's situation or de-
signs, for they already occupied very distant
apartments, afraid togive orto receive assistance,
they wasted the inportant moments in idle de-
bates and fruitless recriminations. The arrival

of the guards put an end to the vain strife.

They seized on these emperors of the senate,
for such they called them with malicious con-
tempt, stripped them of their garments, and
dragged them in insolent triumph through the
streets of Rome, with a design of inflicting a
slow and cruel death on these unfortunate
princes. The fear of a rescue from the faith-
ful Germans of the imperial guards, shortened
their tortures; and their bodies, mangled with
& thousand wounds, were left exposed to the
insults or to the pity of the populace.®

® Discordie tacita, et quae intelligerentnr pot-im qnam viderentas.
Hist. Auguat, p, 170.  This well chosen expregsion is probably steica
from some better writer.

* Herodian, L. viil, p. 26T, 285,

YOL. I. X

July 15.
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cHAP.  In the space of a few months, six princes had
sonrron been cut off by the sword. Gordian, who had
Tue third already received the title of Cesar, was the only
remaina person that occurred to the soldiers as proper to
:’e]f,;“" fili the vacant throne* They carried him to
the camp, and unanimously saluted him Augus-
tus and emperor. His name was dear to the se-
nate and people; his tender age promised a long
#mpunity of military licence; and the submis-
pion of Rome aud the proviuces to the choice
of the preetorian guards, saved the republic, at
the expence indeed of its freedom and dignity,
from the horrors of a new civil war in the heart

of the capital.” ’
Insoecuce - Ag the third Gordian was only nineteen years
ofGordiaa Of age at the time of his death, the history of his
life, were it known to us with greater accuracy
then it really is, would contain little more than
the’account of his education, and the conduct of
the ministers, who by turns abused or guided the
simplicity of his unexperienced youth. Immedi-
ately after his accession, hefell into the hands of

* Qula non alius erat in presenti, [s the expression of Lhe Angustan
hlatory.

7 Quintua Cartius (1. x, ¢, 6} pays an elegant compliment to the em=
peror of the day, for having, by his happy acdession, extingnisked o
many firebracds, sheathed so many swords, and put unr end Lo the evils
of & divided government. After weighing with attestion every word
of the passage, I am of opinion, that it snits better with tbe elevution
of Gordian, then with any other period of the Roman kistory. Inthat
€Me, it muy serve to decide the zge of Quintus Curtics. Thase wha
place bim nnder the first Ceesars, argue from the purity of his style,
bat sre embarrassed by the silence of Quintilian, in his scearate List of
Borman bistoriana,
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his piother’s eunuchs, that pernicious vermin of GHM’

a7

Yik

the East, who, since the days of Elagabalus, had _.........

infested the Romanpalace. By the artful conspi

racy of these wretches, an impenetrable veil was
drawn between an innocent prince and his op-
pressed subjects; the virtuous disposition of
Gordian was deceived, and the honours of the
empire sold without his knowledge, though in
& very public manner, to the most worthless of
mankind. We areignorant by what fortunate
aecident the emperor escaped from this ignomi-
nious slavery, and devolved his confidence on a
minister, whose wise couneils had no object ex-
cept the glory of his sovereign, and the happi-

ness of the people. It should seem that love, 5 21

and learning introduced Misitheus to the favour

Adminise
tration of

of Gordian, The young prince married the Misitbens

daughter of his master of rhetonc, and promoted
his father-in-law to the first offices of the em-
pire. Two admirable letters that passed be-
tween them are stil’ extant. The minister, with
the conscious dignity of virtue, congratulates
Gordian that he is delivered from the tyranny
of the eunuchs,* and still more that he is sen-
sible of his deliverance. The emperor acknow-
ledges, with an amiable confusion, the errors of
his past conduct; and laments, with singular
propriety, the misfortune of a monarch, from

* Hat. August, p. 161, Prom some hints in the two letters, Tshouid
expect that the ennuchs were mot expelled the paluce, withoat some
degree of gentle violence, and that the young Gordisnvather appraved

of, than celented to, their disgrace.

X2
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cHap. whom a venal tribe of courtiers perpetually las
Vi, .
bour to conceal the truth.

e e

The Per-  The life of Misitheus had been spent in the
5. profession of letters, not of arms; yet such was
the versatile genius of that great man, that, when
he was appointed pratorian prefect, he dis-
charged the military duties of his place with vi-
gour and ability. The Persians had invaded
Mesopotamia, and threatened Antioch, By the
persuasion of his father-in-law, the young em-
veror quitted the luxury of Rome, opened, for
the last time recorded in history, the temple of
Janus,and marched in personinto theEast. On
his approach with a great army, the Persians
withdrew their garrisons from the cities which
they had already taken, and retired from the
Euphrates to the Tigris. Gordian eyjoyed the
pleasure of announcing to the senate the first
success of his arms, which he ascribed with s
becoming modesty and gratitude to the wisdom
of his father and prefect. During the whole
expedition, Misitheus watched over the safety
and discipline of the army ; whilst he prevented
their dangérous murmurs by maintaining a re-
gular plenty in the camp, and by establishing
ample magazines of vinegar, bacon, straw, bar-
ley, and wheat, in all the cities of the frontier*
But the prosperity of Gordian expired with
* Daxit sxorem fiiars Misithel, quem causd eloquentie dignom pa-
rentels sob patavit; et preefectnm statim fecit; post quod, non poeriler
Jjam et contemptible videbatur imperiam, -
b Hist. Aogust. p. 169,  Acrelios Victor. Parphyriuy In Vit Plotim.
ap. Fabricium. Biblioth, Greec. 1, iv, ¢. 8. The phitoacpher Plotinan

astompanied the army, prompted by the love of knowledge, and by the
lope of pepetrating as far ma [ndia
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¢HAP. celebrated writer of our own times has traced of
" worveone.. the military governmeunt of the Roman empire,

[14
i
L1}
.'l‘

[13

13
44
L1}
£
123
44

What in that age was called the Roman em-
pire, was only an irregular republic, not un-
like the aristocracy’ of Algiers,® where the
militia, possessed of the sovereignty, creates
and deposes a magistrate, who is styled a dey.
Perhaps, indeed, it may be laid down as a
general rule, that a military government is,
in some respects, more republican than meo-
narchial. Nor can it be said that the sol-
diers only partook of the government by their
disobedience and rebellions. The speeches
made to them by the emperors, were they
not at length of the same nature as thoss
formerly prouounced to the people by the
consuls and the tribunes? And although the
armies had no regular place or forms of as-
sembly; though their debates were sbort,
their action sudden, and their resolves seldom
the result of cool reflection, did they not dis-
pose, with absolute sway, of the public for-
tune? What was the emperor, except the
minister of a violent government, elected for
the private benefit of the soldiers.

“ Wheu the army had elected Philip, who -
wag pretorian prefect to the third Gordias,

f Can the epithet of oristocracy be applied, with any propriety, to the

government of Algiera?  Ercry miflitary government floats between the
extremes of ahsolute monarchy aad wild democracy,

£ The military republic of the mamalakes in Bgypt, would baws

afforded M. de Montesquieu (sce Comiderntions sor h Gramdeur

[

In Decadence des Ronmm, ¢, 16}, n juder nad wmore meble

parallel,
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solemnized the secular games with infinite pomp

veseonesss B0 magnificence. Since their institution or re-

Seenlar
xumes,
4. B,
April 21,

vival by Augustus,' they had been celebrated
by Claudius, by Domitian, and hy Severus, and
were now renewed the fifth time, on the accom-
plishment of the full period of a thousand years
from the foundation of Rome. Evwrry circum-

‘stance of the secular games was gkilfully adapt-
.ed to inspire the superstitious mind with deep

and solemn reverence. The long interval he-
tween them® excceded the term of human life;

-and as none of the spectators had already seen

them, none could flatter theinselves with the
expectation of beholding them a second time.
The mystic sacrifices were performed, during
three nights on the banks of the Tyber; and
the Campus Martius resounded with music and
dances, and was illuminated with innumerable
lamps and torches. Slaves and strangers were
excluded from any participation in these na-
tional ceremonies. A chorus of twenty-seven
youths, and as many virgins, of noble families,
and whose parents were both alive, implored
the propitious gods in favour of the present, and

! The acconnt of tbe lust supposed celebration, though in an enfight-
encd period of history, was so very donhtful aod obscare, that the ai-
ternative secms not denbtful. When Lbe popish jobiless, the copy of
the secular games, were invented by Boniface YIII, the crafty pope
pretended that he only revived an ancient institntion, See M. Ic Chais
Lettres sur les Jubités.

& Either of a hundred, or a lundred and ten years. Vurro eBd Lixy
xdopted the former opiniop, hnt the infailible authority of tbe Sibiyl
consecrated the latter {Centorinns de.Die Natal. ¢, 17). The emperom
Clandius and Philip, bowever, did not treat the oracle with lwplicis

Mapect
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who had received the name, without adopting
the spirit of Romans. A mercenary army, le-
vied among the subjects and barbarians of the
frontier, was the only order of men who pre-
served and abused their independence. By
therr tumultuary election, a Syrian, a Goth, or
an Arab, was exalted to the throne of Rome,
and invested with despotic power over the con-
quests and over the country of the Scipios.
The limits of the Roman empire still extended
from the Western ocean to the Tigris, and from
Mount Atlas to the Rhine and the Danube.
To the uadiscerning eye of the vulgar, Philip
appeared & monarch no less powerful than
Hadrian or Augustus hed formerly been. The
form was still the same, but the animating
health and vigour were fled. The industry of
the people was discouraged and exhausted by a
long series of oppression. The discipline of the
legions, which alone, after the extinction of
every other virtue, had propped the greatuess
of the state, was corrupted by the ambition, or
relaxed by the weakness, of the emperors. The
strength of the frontiers, which had always con-
sisted in arms rather than in fortifications, was
insensibly undermined; and the fairest pro-
vinces were left exposed to the rapaciousness
or ambition of the barbarians, who soon dis-
covered the decline of the Roman empire,
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CHAP. VIIL

Of the state of Persia after the restoration of the
monarchy by Ariaxerzes

Bid

YHENEVER Tacitus indulges himself in cuap,

those beautiful episodes, in which he relates YIL

L]

some domestic transaction of the Germans or Of The berbe

the Parthians, his principal object is to relieve fums of e

the attention of the reader from a uniform scene the norih,

of vice and misery. From the reign of Augustus
to the time of Alexander Severus, the enemies of
Rome were in her bosom ; the tyrants, and the
soldiers; and her prosperity had a very distant
and feeble interest in the revolutions that might
happen beyond the Rhine and the Euphrates.
But when the military order had levelled, in wild
anarchy, the power of the prince, the laws of
the senate, and even the discipline of the camp,
the barbarians of the north and of the east, who
bad long hovered on the frontier, Loldly at-
tacked the provinces of a declinin monarchy.
Their vexatious inroads were_ changed into
formidable irruptions, and, after a long vicissi-
tude of mutual calamities, many tribes of the
victorious Invaders established themselvesin the
provinces of the Roman empire. To obtain a
clearer knowledge of these great events, we shall
endeavour to form a previous idea of the cha-
racter, forces, and designs of those nations who
avenged the cause of Hannibal and Mithridates.
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In the more early ages of the world, whilst
the forest that covered Eurcpe afforded a retreat
to a few wandering savages, the inhabitants of
Asia were already collected into populous cities,
and reduced under extensive empires, the seat
of the arts, of luxury, and of despotism. The
Assyrians reigned over the East,® till the scep-
tre of Ninus and Semiramis droptfrom thehands
of their enervated successors. The Medes and
the Babylonians divided their power, and were
themselves swallowed up in the monarchy of the
‘Persians, whose arms could not be confined
within the narrow limits of Asia. Followed, as
it is said, by two millions of men, Xerxes, the
descendant of Cyrus, invaded Greece. Thirty
thousand soldiers, under the command of Alex-
ander, the son of Philip, who was intrusted hy
the Greeks with their glory and revenge, were
sufficient to suhdue Persia. The princes of the
house of Seleucus usurped and lost the Mace-
donian command over the East. About the
same time that, by an ignominious treaty, they
resigned to the Romans the country on this side
Mount Taurus, they were driven by the Par-
thians, an obscure borde of Scythian origin,
from all the provinces of Upper Asia, The for-

* Ap ancient chronologist, quoted by Velleius Patereulos (1. i, c. 8}
ehscrves, that the Asyyrisoe, the Medes, the Persinos, sod the Ma-
eedosnians, reigned over Asis one thousand nine tundred and nincty-
Eve years, from the ecemsion of Ninns to the defeat of Auntiochus by
the Romans, As the latter of these great events happened 290 years
before Christ, thie former may be placed 2184 years before the mame erm.
The astronomical observntions, fonnd at Pabylon by Alexander, went
ifty yeurs highen
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midable power of the Parthians, which spread.
from India to the frontiers of Syria, was in its
turn subverted by Ardshir, or Artaxerxes, the
founder of a new dynasty, which, under the
name of Sassanides, governed Persia till the in-
vasion of the Arabs. This great revolution,
whose fatal influence was soon experienced by
the Romans, happened in the fourth year of
Alexander Severus, two hundred and twenty-
8ix years after the christian era.
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Artaxerxes had served with great reputation The Per.

sian mo-

in the armies of Artaban, the last king of the um.{'b
Y

Parthians, and it appears that be was driven in-
to exile-and rebellion by royal ingratitude, the ***
customary reward for superior merit. His birth
was obscure, and the obscurity equaily gave
room to the aspersions of his enemies, and the
flattery of his adherents. If we credit the scan-
dal of the former, Artaxerxes sprang from the
illegitimnate commerce of a tanner’s wife with a
common soldier.® The latter represent him as
descended from a branch of the ancient kings
of Persia, though time and misfortune bad gra-
dually reduced his ancestors to the humble

* Ino the five hundred and thirty-elghth year of the ern of Selencus.
See Agathisi, L il, p. 03. ‘This great event {(auch is the cureleasoess of
the Orientals} ls placed by Eotychins as bigh as the tenth yesr of
Commodua ; and by Moses of Chorene, ua low as the reign of Phifip.
Ammisous Marcellinna has ¢ servilely copied {xxiii, 8) his ancient ma.
teriain, which wre indeed very good, that he describes the family of the
Arancides ns still seated onthe Perglan throne in the middle of 1he fourth
erntury.

* The tanner's nume was Babee, the noldlers Sassan ; from the for-
swer Artaxerses obtuined the surpame of Babegan, from the latter all
bis descandants have been styled Sessanidas.

Artax-
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CHAP. gtation of private citizens.! As the lineal heir

,,,_EE:,, of the monarchy, he asserted his right to the
throne, and challenged the noble task of deliver-
ing the Persians from the oppression under
which tbey groaned above five centuries since
the death of Darius. The Parthians were de-
feated in three great battles. In the last of
these their king Artaban was slain, and the spi-
rit of the nation was now for ever broken.* The
authority of Artaxerxes was solemnly acknow-
ledged in a great assembiy held at Balch in
Khorasan. Two younger hranches of the royal
house of Arsaces were confounded among the
prostrate satraps. A third, mere mindful of
ancient grandeur than of present mecessity, at-
tempted to retire, with a numerous train of vas—
sals, towards their kinsman the king of Arme-
nia; but this little army of deserters was inter-
capted, and cutoff, by the vigtlance of the con-
queror,’ who boldly assumed the double dia-
dem, and the title of king of kings, which had
been enjoyed by his predecessor. But these
pompous titles, instead of gratifying the vanity
of the Persian, served only to admaonish him of
his duty, and to inflame in his soul the ambi-
tion of restoring, in their full splendour, the re-
ligion and empire of Cyrus.

Reforma. 1. During the long servitnde of Persia: under

Magian  the Macedonian and the Parthiaa yoke, the na-

g0 tions of Europe and Asia had mutually adopted

 D'Herbelot. Bibliothequa Orientale, driskir,

% Dioa Camiwe, [ Ixan. Hesodma, L vi, p. 297, Abulphamagina

Dynut. p. 80.
¢ Bee Moscs Chorenensis, L. ii; ¢. 85.7L.
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and corrupted each other's superstitions. The
Arsacides, indeed, practised the worship of the
Magi; but they disgraced and polluted it with a
various nixture of foreign idolatry. The me-
mory of Zoroaster, the ancient prophet and phi-
losopher of the Persians,* was still revered in
the East; but the obsolete and mysterious {an-
guage in which the Zendavesta was composed,*
opened a field of dispute to seventy sects, who
variously explained the fundamental doctrines
of their religion, and were all indifferently de-
rided by a crowd of infidels, who rejected the
divine mission and miracles of the prophet. To
suppress the idolaters, reunite the schismatics,

H9

CHaP, -
¥III.

AL

and confute the unbelievers, by the infallible de--

cision of a geueral council, the pious Artaxerxes
summoned the Magi from all parts of his domi-
nions, These priests, who had so long sighed
in contempt and obscurity, obeyed the welcome
summons ; and on the appointed day appeared,
to the number of about eighty thousand. But

* Hyde and Prideaux, workiog up the Persinn legends, and their
own conjectares, into & very agreeabie slory, represent Zorosater 82 u
<ontemporary of Darins Hystaspes, But it is sufBicient to observe, that
the Greck writars, who lived almost in the ape of Darlos, agree in plac-
lng the ern of Zorosster many bundred, or even thomand, years before
their oww time. The judicious criticiswm of Mr. Moyle perceived, and
majntsined agaipat his nucte, Dr. Prideany, the amiquity of the Pera
sian prophei. 3ee his work, vol. il.

% That ancient idiom was called the Zewd. The lauguage of the
commentary, the Pchivi, thongh much more modern, has ceased
many ages ago to he a living tongue. This fact alone (if it ln allaw-
od e antbentic) sufficientiy wagrant the antiquity of those writings,
which M. d'Anquetil has brought inte Eurcpe, and translated iats
French, ' .



320 THE DECLINE AND FALL®

CHAP. as the debates of so tumultuous an assembly
verusonen. cOuld not have Leen directed by the authority
of reason, or influenced by the art of policy, the
Persian synod was reduced, by successive ope-
rations, to forty thousand, to four thousand, to
four hundred, to forty, and at last to seven
Magi, the most respected for their learning and
piety One of these, Erdaviraph, a youug but
holy prelate, received from the handsofhisbreth.
ren three cups of soporiferous wine. He drank
them off, and instantly fell into a long and pro-
found sleep. As soon as he waked, he related
to the king and to the believing multitude, his
journey to heaven, and his intimate conferences
with the Deity. Every doubt was silenced hy
this supernatural evidence; and the articles of
the faith of Zoroaster were fixed with equal an-
thority and precision.! A short delineation of
that celebrated system will be found useful, not
only to display the character of the Persian na-
tion, but to illustrate many of their most impor-
tant transactions, both in peace and war, with
the Roman empire.* _
Persian The great and fundamental article of the sys-
:‘,‘,‘:':g_" tem, was the celebrated doctrine of the two prin-
cipla.  ciples; a bold and injudicious attempt of eastern
philosophy to reconcile the existence of moral

! Hyde de Religione veterom Pens. e 81,

¥ 1 bave principally drawn this scconnt from the Zendaveata of M.
d'Anquetil, and the Badder, snhjolned to Dr. Hyde's trestise. It muat,
however, be eonfemsed, that the studled obscurity of a prophet, the fi-
gurative style of the East, and the Qeceitful mediom of & French or
Latin veraton, may have betrayed s lnto error and bereav, lo thl
sbridgmant of Persian theology.
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and physical evil, with the attributes of a benefi- cHap,
cent Creator and Governor of the world. Tbe;,,‘:f,lf;,,
first and original Being, in whom, or by whom,
the universe exists, is denominated in the writ-
ings of Zoroaster, time without bounds; but it
must be confessed, that this infinite substance
seems rather a metaphysical abstraction of the
mind, than a real.object endowed with self-con.
sciousness, or possessed of moral perfections.
From either the blind, or the intelligent opera-
tion of this infinite time, which bears but too
near an affinity with the chaos of the Greeks, the
two secondary but active principles of the uni-
verse, were from all eternity produced, Ormusd
and Ahriroan, each of them possessed of the
powers of creation, but each disposed, by his
invariable nature, to exercise them with differ-
ent designs. The principle of good is eternally
absorbed in light; the principle of evil eternally
buried in darkness. The wise benevolence of
Ormusd formed man capable of virtue, and
abundantly provided his fair habitation with the
waterials of bappiness. By his vigilant provi-
dence, the motion of the planets, the order of
the seasons, and the temperate mixture of the
elements, are preserved. But the malice of
Ahriman has long since pierced Ormusd’s egg ;
or, in other words, has violated the harmony of
his works. Since thag fatal irruption, the most
minute articles of good and evil are intimately
intermingled and agitaged together; the rankest
poisons spring up amidst the most salutary.

YOL. 1. Y
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plants; deluges, earthquakes, and conflagra-
‘tions, attest the conflict of nature, end the little
world of man is perpetually shaken by vice and
misfortune. While the rest of human kind are
led away captives in the chains of their infernal
enemy, the faithful Persian alone reserves his
religious adoration for his friend and protector
Ormusd, and fights under his banner of light, in
the full confidence that he shall, in the last day,
share the glory of his triumph. At that decisive
period, the enlightened wisdom of goodness will
render the power of Ormusd superior to the fo-
rious malice of his rival. Ahriman and his fol-
lowers, disarmed and subdued, wall sink into
their native darkness; and virtue wili maintain
the eternal peace and harmony of the universe.'

The theology of Zoroaster was darkly com-
prehended by foreigners, and even by the far
greater number of his disciples; but the mest
careless observers were struck with the pbilo-
rophic simplicity of the Persian worship. “That
“ people,” says Herodotus,® * rejects the use
‘“ of temples, of altars, and of statues, and
¢ wmiles at the folly of those nations, who ima-
“ gine that the gods are sprung from, or bear
“ any affinity with, the human nature. The

-

! The modern Perees (svd o some degree the Sadder) exalt Q-
masd into the firt and omoipotent cawe, while they degrade Ahrie
wan inte sn ioferior bot rebetliond spirit, The desire of pleas
ing the mahometans may have contybuted te refine thelr theologiead
system.

- P Herodota, 1. i, ¢, 181. But Dr. Prideanux thinks, with res

son, that the use of tewples wus afterwurds permitted [n the maginm
religlon,
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‘ 4opu of the highest mountains are the places ciar.
“ chosen for sacrifices. Hymns and prayers '
“ are the principal worship ; the supreme God

‘“ who fills the wide circle of heaven, is the ob-

¢ jeet to whom they are addressed.” Yet, at

the same time, in the true spirit of a polythetat,

ke accuees them of adoring earth, water, fire, the
winds, and the son and moon. But the Per.

mens of every age have denied the eharge, and
expiximed the equivecal conduct, which might
appear to give a ¢olour to it. The elerments, and

more particularly fire, light, and the sun, whom

they called Mithra, were the objects of their re-
ligious reverence, because they considered thea: -

as the purest symbols, the noblest productivns,

and themost powerful agents of the divine power

sad nature.”

Every mode of religion, to make & deep and Cerrmo-
lasting impression on the human mind, must menipe
exercise our obedienee, by enjoming practiees of <P
devotion, for which we can assign no reason; and
must ecquire our esteem, by inculcating moral
duties analogous tothedictutes of ourown hearts.

The religion of Zoroaster was abundently pro-
vided with theformer, and possessed 2 sufficient
portion of the latter. At the age of puberty,
the faithful Persian was invested with a mysteri-
ous girdle, the badge of the divine protection;
and from that moment, all the actions of his life,
even the most indifferent, or the most necessary,

* Hyde de Relly. Pen.c. &, Notwithstanding all thelr dstinctioks
and protestations, which seem sincere enough, thelfr tyrants, the maho-

metsns, have covalantly stigmatived them as idolatrous womblppe's
of the fire,
Y2



324

CHAP.
VIIL

THE DECLINE AND FALL
wete sanctified by their peculiar prayers, ejacu

vvewer... Jations, or genuflexions; the omission of which,

Encon- - '

ragement

of agrical-

under any circumstances, was a grievous sin, not
inferior in guilt to- the violation of the moral
duties, The moral duties, however, of justice,
mercy, liberality, &c. where in their turn requir-
ed of the disciple of Zoroaster, who wished to
escape the persecution of Ahriman, and to live
with Ormusd in a hlissful eternity, where the
degreé of felicity will be exactly proport.loned to
the degree of virtue and piety.’

But there are some remarkahle mstancea, in
which Zoroaster leys aside the prophét, assumes
the legislator, and discovers a liberal concern
for private and public happiness, seldom to be
found among the groveling or visionary schemes
of superstition. Fasting and celibacy, the com-
mon means of purchasing the divine favour, he

» condemns with abhorrence, as a criminal rejec-

tion of the best gifts of providence. The saint,
in the magian religion, is obliged to beget chil-
dren, to plant useful trees, to destroy noxious
animals, to convey water to the dry lands of
Persia, and to work -out his salvation by pur-
suing all the labours of agriculture. We may
quote from the Zendavesta a wise end benevo-
lent maxim, which compensates for many an ab-
sardity, ‘ He who sows the ground with care

* See the Sadder, the smallest part of which conslsts of moral pre«
éepts.  The ceremonies enjoined are fofinite and trifling, Fifteen ge—
mfiexions, prayem, &c. were required whenever the devout Perlan coim

. Bis oaila, or made nt.er. or a4 often ws he put on the sacred girdle.

Badder, Arl.. 4, 50, 80,
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“ and diligence, acquires a greater stock of re-
“ ligious merit, than he could gain by the re-
“ petition of ten thousand prayers.”? In the
spring of every year a festival was celebrated,
destined to represent the primitive equality, and
the present connection, of mankind. The stately
kings of Persia, exchanging their vain pomp for
more genuine greatness, freely mingled with the
humblest but most useful of their subjects.. On
that day the husbandmen were admitted, with-
out distinction, to the table of the king and his
satraps. The monarch accepted their petitions,
inquired into their grievances, and conversed
with them on the most equal terms. * From
“ your labours, was he accustomed to say (and
“ to say with truth, if not with sincerity), from
" your labours, we receive our subsistence; yon
* derive your tranquillity from our vigilance;
‘ gince, therefore, we are mutually necessary to
¢ each other, let us live together like brothers
“ in concord and love.”s Such a festival muat
indeed have degenerated, in a wealthy and des-
potic empire, into a theatrical representation ;
but it was at least a comedy well worthy of a
royal audience, and which might sometimes im-
print a salutary lesson on the mind of a young
prince,

Had Zoroaster, in all his institutions, invari-
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ably supported this exalted character, his name"™* ™**

would deserve a place with those of Numa and’

* Zendavests, tom. i’p. 224, and Precis do Systeme de Zorcastre,

tom. jii.
* Hyde de Religione Persaram, ¢, 16
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Confucius, and his system would be justly entit-
led toall the applause, which it has pleased some
of our divines, and even some of our philoso-
phers, to bestow on if. Butin that motley com-
position, dictated by reason and passion, by en-
thustasm and by selfiah motives, some useful and
sublime truths were disgraced by a mixture of
themost abjectund dangerous superstition. The
magi, or sacerdotal order, were extremely nu-
merous, since, a8 we have already seen, fonrecore
thousand of them were convened in a general
council, Their forces were multiplied by disci-
pline. A regular hierarchy was diffused through
aH the provinces of Persia; and the Archima-
gus, who restded at Balch, was respected as the
visible head of the charch, and the lawful suc-
cessor of Zoroaster.” The property of the magi
wes very considerable. Besides the less invids-
ous possession of a large tract of the most fer
tile lands of Media,” they levied a gemeral tax
on the fortunes and the industry of the Per-
siaps.! “ Though your good works,” says the
interested prophet, “ exceed in number the

* Hyde de Religlone Persarum, ¢. 38.  Both Hpde and Pridesax
affect to apply to the magian, the terms consecrated to the christinn
hierarchy.

* Ammian. Marcellian, xxiii, 8. He informs-w {as far a4 we vy
wredlt him) of two carions panisciar: 1. That the magi derived some
of their wost secret dectrines from the Indian brachmans ; and, 2. That
they were o Iribe or family, as well as order.

' The divioe institntion of tythes cxbibits a slngnisr judtance of con-
formity between the law of Zoroaster and that of Moser. Those wha
wumpot otherwise account for if, may suppase, if Lbey please, that the
magi of ihe iatter Umes ioserted so useful an interpolation into the writ.
imgs of their prophet.
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“ leaves of the trees, the drops of rain, the stars
“ in the heaven, or the sands on the sea-shore,
“ they wili all be unprofitable to you, unless
* they are accepted by the destour, or priest.
‘ To oltaip the acceptation of this guide to sal-
‘ vation, you must faithfully pay him fythes of
* all you possess, of your goods, of your lands,
* and of your money, If the destour Le salis-
‘ fied, your soul will escape hell tortures ; you
“ will secure praise in this world, and Lappi-
“ ness in the next. For the destours are the
“ teachers of religion; they kunow all things,
“ and they deliver all men,”"

These convenient maxims of reverence and
implicit faith were doubtless imprinted with care
on the tender minds of youth, since the magi
were the masters of education in Persia, and to
their hands the children even of the royal family
were intrusted.* The Persian priests, who were
of a speculative genius, preserved and investi-
gated the secrets of oriental philosophy, and
acquired, either by superior knowledge or su-
perior art, the reputation of being well versed
in some occult sciences, which have derived
their appellation from the magis Those of more
active dispositions mixed with the world in
courts aud cities ; and it is observed, that the
administration of Artaxerxes was in a8 great
measure directed by the counsels of the sacer-
dotal order, whose dignity, either from policy

* Sadder, Art. B * Plsto in Aleibisd.
* Pliny (Hist. Nutur, |. xxx. ¢. 1) observes, that magic held mam
kind by the uipple chain of religion, of physic, and of astronomy.
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CHAP. or devotion, that prince restored to its ancient

Aol

Spirit of
perseca-
tion,

1 s

splendour.*

The first counsel of the magi was agreeable to
the unsociable geniug of their faith,* to the
practice of ancient kings,". and even to the ex-
ample of their legislator, who had fallen a victim
to a religious war, excited by his own intolerant
zeal® By an edict of Artaxerxes, the exercise
of every worship, cxcept that of Zoroaster, was
severely prohibited. The temples. of the Par
thians, and the statues of their deified monarchs,
were thrown down with ignominy.* The sword
of Aristotle (such was the name given by the
orientals to the polytheism and philosophy of
the Greeks) was easily broken;' the flames of
persecution soon reached themorestubbornJews
and christians;’ nor did they spare the heretics
of their own nation and religion. The majesty
of Ormusd, who was jealous of a rival, was se-
conded by the despotism of Artaxerxes, who
could not suffer a rebel; and the achismatics
within his vast empire were soon reduced to the
inconsiderabie number of eighty thousand.*

* Agathias, L fv, p. 134,

* Mr. Home, ln the Natural Hlstory of Religion, sagacionsly remarks,
that the most refined and philossphic sects are constantly the most in-
tolermot.

* Cicero de¢ Legibus, ii, 10. Xerxzes, by the advice of the magi, de=
stroyed the temples of Greece.

¢ Hyde de Relig. Pervar. c. 23,34 D'Herbelot Bibliothéque Ori-
entale Zerdush?, Life of Zoroaster, in tom, it of the Zendavests.

4 Compare Moses of Chorene, L. ii, ¢, 74, with Ammian. Marceflin.
xxili, 0. Hereafter I shall make uze of these passapes.

¢ Rabbi Abraham in the Tarikh Schickard, p. 108, 109.

! Basnage Histoire des Juify, 1. viii, c. 3. Sozomen, Lii,c.1. Manes,
who auffered an iguominious death, may be deemed & magian, as well

as chrisiisn heretic.
¥ Hyde de Refigione Permar, ¢. 1.
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"This spirit of persecution reflects dishonour on- CHAP.
the religion of Zoroaster; but as it was not pge- i
ductlve of any civil commotion, it served {0
strengthen the new monarchy, by uniting all the*
‘various inhabitants of Persia in the bands of
religious zeal.

11, Artaxerxes, by his valour and conduct, guupin.
had wrested the sceptre of the East from the an- ’";‘:‘lf“_h‘
cient royalfamily of Parthia. There still remain- ﬁwnty in
ed the moredifficulttask of establishing, through- viaoes, -
out the vast extent of Persia, a uniform and vi-
gorous administration, The weak indulgence
of the Arsacides had signed to their sons and
brothers the principal provinces,and thegreatest
offices of the kingdom, in the nature of heredi-
tary posseasions. The vitaxe, or eighteen most
powerful satraps, were permitted to assume the
regal title; and the vain pride of the monarch
was delighted with a nominal lominion over so
many vassal kings. Even tribes of burbarians in
their mountains, and the Greek cities of Upper
Asia,* within their walls, scarcely acknowledg-
ed, or seldom obeyed, any superior: and the
Parthien empire exhibited, under other names, a
lively image of the feudal system' which has
since prevailed in Europe. But the active vie-

et

® Tliese colonjes were extremely numerons, Selevcus Nicator fonnd-
ed thirty-nine rities, all pamed from himeelf, or some of his relations
{see Appian in Syriac, p. 124}, Tbe era of Beleucus (still it use wmong
the eastcrn christians) appears as late a1 the year 508, of Clirist 106,
on ihe medals of the Greek cities within the Parthisn empire. See
Moyle’s wyrks, vol. §, p. 273, &c. and M, Freret, Mem. de 'Academy,
tom, xix,

! The modern Persinns distingnish that period as the dyoasty of the
kiage of the nations. Bee Plin. Hist. Nat. +i, 35,
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CHAP. for, at the head of a numerous and disciplined
sesesreses BITRY, Visited in person every province of Persia,
The defeat of the boldest rebels, and the redue-

“tion of the strongest fortifications,* diffused the
terror of his arms, and prepared the way for the
peaceful reception ofhis authority. An obstinate
resdistance was fatal to the chiefs; but their fol-
lowers were treated with lenity,! A cheerful sub-
mission was rewarded with honours and riches;

but the prudent Artaxerxes, suffering no person

except himself to assume the title of king, abo-

lished every intermediate power between the
Extentand throne and the people. His kingdom, nearly

P riongqual in extent to modern Persia, was, on every

side, bounded by the sea, or by great rivers; by
the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Araxes, the Oxus,
and the Indus, by tbe Caspian sea, and the
gulpb of Persia.® That country was computed

* Eatychios {tom. i, p. 367, 871, 375) relaten the aiege of the inland
of Mesene in the Tigris, with some circomutances not unlike the story
of Nisus and Ecylla.

¥ Agathlas, li, 164, The princes of Segeatun defended their indepen.
dence durlog many years, Aa romances generally tracsport to an s~
eient period the events of their own time, it is not impossible that the
fabnlons expleity of Rustan, prince of Segestan, may have been grafted
on this real history.

© We ean scarcely attribwte to the Pervian tmonarchy the ses-comt
of Gedrosia or Macran, which extends along the Indian ocean from
Cape Jusk (the promontory Capellz} to Cape Goodel. Ju the tim
of Alexander, and probably meny years afterwards, it was ihloly
iolnabited by a ssvage peaple of Ictthyophagi, or fishernen, who
knew no arts, who scknowledged no master, snd who wese divided
by inliospitable deserts from tle rest of the worid. (See Arrian de
Reh. Indicis}). JIno the twelfth century, the lLittle town of Taiz (sup-
posed by M, d'Anville ta be the Tefa of Ptolemy) was peopled and
earicked
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to contain, in the last century, five hundred and cuap.
ﬁﬁy—fourcities,sixtythousandvillages,andahout"ffff;“
forty millions of souls." If we compare the ad-
ministration of the house of Sassan with that of
the house of Sefi, the political influence of the
magisn with that of the mahometan religion,
we shall probably infer, that the kingdom of
Artaxerxes contained at least as great a number
of cities, villages, and inhahitants. But it must
likewise be confessed, that in every age the want
of harbours on the sea-coast, and the scarcity of
fresh water in the inland provinces, have been
very unfavourable to the cominerce and egri-
culture of the Persiang; who, in the calculation
of their numbers, seem to have indulged one of
the meanest, though most cooumon, articles of
national vanity.

As soon as the ambitious mind of Artaxerxes Recapits
had triumphed over the resistance of his vassals, 1o axcbe
he began to threaten the neighbouring states, {een tee

who, duringthe longslumber of his predecessors, sod Ko
bad insulted Persia with impunity. He obtain-;’;::e“
ed some easy victories over the wild Scythians
and the effeminate Indiens; but the Romans
were an enemy, who, by their past injuries and
present power, deserved the utmost efforts of his

arms. A forty years tranquillity, the fruitof va-

euriched by the resort of the Arabian merchants, {See Geographie
Nubicos, p. 58, snd d*Anville Geographie Ancienne, tom. ii, p. 283}, In
the last age, the whote country was divided between three princes, one
mabometan aud two idolsters, who maintained theiv independence
againgt the successors of Shaw Abbas, (Voysges de Tavernicr, part
i, Lv, p. 635N

* Cbadrin, tom. il ¢. 1, 3, 3.
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lour and moderation, had succeeded the victo. -
ries of Trajan. During the period that elapaed
from the accession of Marcus to the reign of
Alexander, the Roman and the Parthian em-
pires were twice engaged in war; and although
the whole strength of the Arsacides contended
with a part only of the forces of Rome, the event
was most commonly in favour of the latter,
Macrinus, indeed, prompted by his precarious
situation, and pusillanimous tempes, purchased
a peace at the expence of near two millions of
our money;* but the generals of Marcus, the em-
peror Severus, and his son, erected many tro-
phies in Afrmenia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria.
Among their exploits, the imperfect relation of
which would have unseasonably interrupted
the more important series of domestic revola-
tions, we shall only mention the repeated cala-
mities of the two great cities of Seleucia and
Ctesiphon,

Selucia, on the western bank of the Tigris,
about forty-five miles to the north of ancient
Babylon, was the capital of the Macedonian
conquests in Upper Asia.? Many ages after the
fall of theirempire, Seleucia retained the genuine
characters of a Grecian colony, arts, military
virtue, and the love of freedom. The inde-
pendent republic was governed by a senate of
three hundred nobles ; the people consisted of

® Dieg, L xxviii, p. 1535,

? For the precire situstion of Babylon, Sejeucia, Ciesiphion, Mo~
dain, and Bagdad, cities oftch confonaded with each other, se¢ an ex-

celient Geographical Tract of M. d'Anville, in Mem, de I'Acadrmie,
lom. xxa.
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six hundred thousand citizens; the walls were P‘ﬁllﬂ!l’
strong, and as long as concord prevailed among...........

the several orders of the state, they viewed with
contempt the power of the Parthian; but the
madness of faction was sometimes provoked to
tmplore thedangerous aid of the common enemy,
who was posted almost at the gates of the
colony.* The Parthian mewmarchs, like the
Mogul sovereigns of Hindostan, delighted in the
pastoral life of their Scythian ancestors; and the
imperial camp was frequently pitched in the
plain of Ctesiphon, on the eastern bank of the
Tigris, at the distance of only three miles from
Seleucia." The innumerable attendants on lux-
ury and despotism restorted to the court, and
the little village of Ctesiphon insensibly swelled
into a great city.! - Under the reign of Marcus,
the Roman generals penetrated as far as Ctesi-

phonand Seleucia. They werereceived asfriends & » 165

by the Greek colony ; they attacked as enemies
the seat of the Parthian kings; yet both cities
experienced the same treatiment, The sack and
conflagration of Seleucia, with the massacre of
three hundred thousand of the inhabitants, tar-

"4 Taclt. Aonal. xi, 42, Plin, Hist. Nat. vi, 36
T This vy be inferred from Strabo, |, xvi, p. 748

* That most carious traveiler Bernier, who followed rhe camp of
Aurepgzebe from Debli to Cashmir, describen, with grest accuracy,
the immense moving ¢ity. The guard of cavalry consisted of 34,000
meu, that of infantry of 10,008. It was computed that the camp
conilaived 130,000 horses, mnles, and eleplants ; 60,000 cemcls,
50,000 oxen, and between 300,000 and 400,000 persons. Almost
sl Debli followed the court, whose maguificence supported its
industry,
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cuap. mished the glory of the Roman triumph.* Se
_YHL jeicia, already exhausted hy the ueighhourheod

of a too powerful rival, sunk under the fatal
blow ; butCtesiphon, in about thirty-three years,
had sufficiently recovered its strength to main-
tain an obsiinate siege against the emperor Se-
verus, The city was, however, taken by as-
ganlt; the king, who defended it in person, es-
caped with precipitetion; an hundred thousand
captives, and a rich booty, rewarded the fatigues
of the Roman soldiers.” Neotwithstanding these
misfortunes, Ctesiphon succeeded to Babylon
and to Seleucia, as one of the great capitals of
the East. In suminer, the monarch of Persia
enjoyed at Ecbatana the cool breezes of the
mountains of Media; but the mildness of the
climate engaged him to prefer Ctesiphon for his
winter residence.

- Croqmnt From these swccessfiil inroads the Romans
ene by e derived no real or lasting benefit; nor did they
Bomazs.  atterapt to preserve such dlstantconquests, sepe-

rated from the provinces of the empire by a large
tract of interinediate desert. The reduction of
the kingdom of Osrhoene was an acquisition of
less splendour indeed, but of a far more solid
advantage. That little state occupied the north-
ern and most fertile part of Mesopotamia, be-
tween the Euphrates and the Tigris. Edessas,.

4. D, 195,

* Diom, 1, Ixxi, p., 1178. Hist. Aaguet. p. 38." Eotvop. v, 4.
Buzed. in Chronie, Quadratus (quoted In the Angustsn Listory) at-
temmpted to vindicate the Romans, by alleging, that the citiscas of
Beleucia bhad fAirst violated their faith.

* Diony L [xxv, p. 1968, Herodian, 1. iii, p. 139. Hixt, Aogest,
p-™.
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its capital, was situated about twenty miles be- cRAP,,
yond the former of those rivers; and the inha- Ir.
bitants, since the time of Alexander, were a
mixed race of Greeks, Arabs, Syrians, and Ar-
menians.* The feeble sovereigns of Osrhoene,
placed on the dangerous verge of two contending
empires, were attached from inclination to the
Parthian cause; bntthe supertor power of Rome
exacted from them a reluctant homage, which is
still attested by their medals, -Afver the conclu-
sion of the Parthian war under Mzarcus, it was
jodged prudent to secnre some substantial
pledges of their doubtful fidelity, Forts were
constructed in several parts of the country, and
a Roman garrison was fixed in the strong town
of Nigibis. During the troubles that followed
e death of Commodus, the princes of Osrhoene
attempted to shake off the yoke; bnt the stern
" policy of Severus confirmed their dependence,”
and the perfidy of Caracalla completed the essy
conguest. Abgarus, the last king of Edesss,a.». n1e. -
was sent in chains to Rome, his dominions re-

duced into a province, and his capital dignified-

with the rank of colony; and thus the Romans,

about ten years before the fall of the Parthian

mooum

'* The polished citizens of Antioch called those of Edewsa mixed bar-
barians. It was, however, some pralsé, that of (he three dialects of
e Byriae, the porest and moat elegant (the Aramman) was spoke at
Edessa. This remark M. Bayer {(Hist. Edess. p. 5), bas horrowed from

" . Geotge of Malatia, n Syrian writer,

? Diou, ). lxxv, p. 1348, 1340, 1250, M. Bayer bas veglected toose
this most impormat passage.
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c‘lrlIAP monarchy, obtained a firm and permanent estab-
lishment beyond the Euphrates.® -

Araun.  Prudenceas well as glory might have justified
E:;‘:' a war on the side of Artaxerxes, had his views
Aces 20 been confined to the defence or the acquisition

declares  of g ygeful frontier. But the ambitieus Persian

wuragaioat

the Ro- openly avowed a far more extemsive design of

s 5.2, conquest; and he thought himself able to sup-
port his lofty pretensions by the arms of reason
as well as by those of power. Cyrus, he alleged, .
had first subdued, and his successors had fora
long time possessed, the whole extent of Asia, as
far as the Propontis and the Aigean sea; the’
provinces of Caria and Ionia, under their empire,
had been governed by Persian satraps, and all
Egypt, to the confines of Fthiopia, had acknow-
ledged their sovereignty.* Their rights had
been suspended, though not destroyed, by a long
usurpation; and as soon a8 he received the Per
sian diadem, which birth and successful valour
had placed upon his head, the first great duty of
his station called upon him to restore the ancient
Ikmits and splendour of the monarchy. The
great king, therefore (such was the haughty
style of hisembassies to the emperor Alexander),
commanded the Romansinstantly to depart from

R

* This ki.ngdoﬁ:, from Qsrhees, who gave a new name to the conntry,
v to the last Abgarus, had lasted 353 years. Sce the learned work of M.
Bayxr, Histarin Qarhioena et Edessens.

* Xeoophoo, in the preface to the Cyropwmdia, gives & clear and
magnificent iden of the extent of the empire of Cyras. Herndotm (1.
iii, ¢. 70, &c.} enters into a curloar and particular description of
the twenty great satropies into which the Persian emplre was divided
by Duriws Hystwspes.
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all the provinces of his ancestors, and yielding
to the Persiany the empire of Asia, to content
themselves with the undisturbed possession of
Europe. This haughty mandate was delivered
by four hundred of the tallest and most beauti-
ful of the Persians; who, by their fine horses,
splendid arms, and rich apparel, displayed the
pride and greatness of their master.” Such an
embassy was much less an offer of negociation
than = declaration of war. Both Alexander
Severus and Artaxerxes, collecting the niilitary
force of the Roman and Persian monarchies,
resolved in this important contest to lead their
armies in person.

If we credit what should seem the most au-
thentic of all records, an oration, still exfant,
and delivered by the emperor himseif to the se-
nate, we must allow that the victory of Alex-
ander Severus was not inferior to any of those
formerly obtained over the Persians by the son
of Philip. The army of the great king consist-
ed of one hundred and twenty thousand horse,
clothed in complete armour of steel; of seven
hundred elephants, with towers filled with arch-
ers on their backs, and of eighteen hundred
chariots, armed with scythes. This formidable
host, the like of which is not to be found in east-
ern history, and has scarcely been imagined in
eastern romance,” was discomfited in a great

> Herodiag, vi, 209, 313.

¢ There were two hondred scythed charicts at tiw baitle of Ar.
bela, in the host of Darins. o the vast srmy of ‘ligranes, which

was vanqaished by Lacellus, sevenieen thousaud horse ouly wele
cotspletely

YoL. I, z
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cHAP. battle, in which the Roman Alexander approved

,,,‘,FH,,,, himself an intrepid soldier and a skilful general
The great king fled before his valour; an im-
mense booty, and the conquest of Mesopota-
mia, were the immediate fruits of this signal
victory. Such are the circumstances of this
ostentatious and improbable relation, dictated,
as it too plainly appears, by the vanity of the
monarch, adorned by the unblushing servility
of his flatterers, and received without contre-
diction by a distinct and obsequious. senate.’
Far from being inclined to believe that the arms
of Alexander obtained any memorable adves-
tage over the Persians, we are induced to sus
pect, that all this blaze of imaginary glory was
designed to conceal some real disgrace.

More pro-  Qur suspicions are confirmed by the anthority

bable xce
connt of of a contemporary historian, who mentions the

the war.

completely srmed. Antiochas brought GApfonr eiephamts imts thy
Seid againnt the Romans. By his frequent wars snd negociations witk
the princes of Indin, be had opce collected 20 hundred and filty of
those great animals ; hut it may be qoestioped, whetiver the moet pow-
erful monarch of Hindostan ever formed 2 iino of battle of seven bon-
dred elephants, Toatead of three or four thousand elephants, which
the great Mogul was supposed to possess, Tarernier (Voyages, part ii,
L i, p. 198} discovered, by a more ncenrute inguiry, that be bad cnly
five hundred for his baggage, and eighty or ninety for the service of
war, The Greeks had varied with regard to the vumber which Porus
brought into the field ; bot Quintna Cartivs (viii, 13), iv thia instames
Judiclous and moderate, iv contented with eighty-five elephants, dis-
tinguished hy their size wnd stremgth. o Siam, where these anlumls
sre the most numerons, and the most esteemed, elghteen elephasts are
allowed as a sofficient proportion for each of the nive brigades into
wiiich a just army is divided. The whole pomber, of 0ne bundred and
sixty-two elepharty of war, oy sometimes be doubled, Hist. des
Voyages, tom. ix, p, 360,

* Hist. Auguat. p. 183,
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virtues of Alexander with respect, and his faults
with candour. He describes the judicious plan
which had been formed for the conduct of the
war. Three Roman armies were destined to
invade Perzia at the same time, and by different
roads. But the operations of the campaign,
though wisely concerted, were not executed ei-
ther with ability or success. The firat of these
armies, as goon as it had entered the marshy

330
C¢HaP,
it

el )

plains of Babylon, towards the artificial conflux -

of the Euphrates and the Tigris,* was encom-
passed by the superior numbers, ard destroyed
by the arrows, of the enemy. The alliance of
Chosroes, king of Armenia,’ and the long tract
of mountainous country, in which the Persian
cavalry was of little service, opened a secure
entrunce into the heart of Medis, to the second
of the Roman armies. These brave troops laid
waste the adjacent provinces, and by several
successful actions against Artaxerxes, gave a
faint colour to the emperer's vanity, Buat the
retreat of this victorious army was imprudent,
or atleast unfortunate. In repassing the moun-
tains, great numbern of soldiers perished by the
badness of the roads, and the severity of the
winter season. It had been resolved, that whiles
these two great detachments penetrated into the

* M. de Tiliemont has already cbserved, that Herodian's leuplphy
h somewhat coptused.

f Moses of Chorene (Hist. Arosss. L i, c. 713 Biuatrates this fevasisk
of Media, by amerting that Chosroes, king of Armenia, defeated
Artaxesxes, snd pussued Lim to the confines of Ladin. The exploita of
Cloardes lave Leen magnified ; aid he acted o a deprrdentally Lo the

RO'II'IH.IJI.
z2
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forms a memorable era in the history of the East, CRAPr,

and even in that of Rome. His character seems..........

to have been marked by those bold and com- Character

mapding features, that generally distinguish the o of A

princes who conquer, from those who inherit, an 2*:"5%

empire. Till the last period of the Persian mo-

narchy, his code of laws was respected as the

ground-work of their civil and religious policy.*

Several of his sayings are preserved. One of

them in particular discovers a deep insight iuto

the constitution of government * The autho-

‘ rity of the prince,” said ‘Artaxerxes, “ must

* be defended by a military force; that force

“ can only be maintained by taxes; all taxes

“ niust at last, fall upon agriculture; and agri-

* cnlture can never flourish except under the

* protection of justice and moderation.”* Ar.

taxerxes bequeathed his new empire, and his

ambitious desigos against the Romans, to Sapor,

a son notunworthy of his great father; but those

designs were too extensive for the power of Per-

sia, and served only to involve both nationsin a

long series of destructive wars and reciprocal

calamities. :
The Persians, long sinee eivilized and cor- Miitary

rupted, were very far from possessing the mar- B er

tial independence, and the intrepid hardiness, **™

» Entychius, tom. ii, p. 180, vers. Pocock. The great Chosroes
Noushirwan sent the eade of Artaxerzes to all Lis satvaps, 4 the inva-
rishie mle of their conduct.

} D'Herbelot Bibliothegne Orientule, wn mot Arjebir, We may
obeerve, that after 2o mncient period of fablen, end a loug iuterval of
darkness, the modern bistories of Persis begin to assurme an air of trath
with the dynasty of the Samanides. .
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both of mind aiid body, which have rendered the
northern barbarians masters ef the world, The
science of war, that constituted the more ration-
al force of Greece and Rome, as it now does of
Europe, never made any considerable progress
in the East. Those disciplined evolutions which
harmonize and animate a coufused multitude,
were uuknown to the Persians. They were
equelly unskilled in the arts of constructing, be-
sieging, or defending regular fortifications. They
trusted more to their numbers than to their cou.
rage; more to their courage thau to their dis-
cipline, The infantry was a halfarmed spirit-
less crowd of peasants, levied in haste by the
allurements of plunder, and as easily dispersed
by a victory as by a defeat. The monarch and
hie nobles transported into the camp the pride
and luxury of the seraglio. Their military ope-
rations were impeded by a useless train of wo-
men, eunuchs, horses, and camnels; and in the
midst of a successful campaign, the Persian hast

~was often separated or destroyed by an unex-

Their ca.
ralry ex-
tileat.

pected famine.*

But the nobles of Persig, in the bosom of lux-
ury and despotism, preserved a strong sense of
personal gallantry and national honour. From
the age of seven years they were taught ta speak
truth, to shoot with the bow, and to ride; and it
wag universally confessed, that in the two last
of these arts, they had made a more than com-

* Herodian, I vi, p ®14. Ammiangs Marcellious, L xaii, ¢. 0. Same

diffcreuces may e obaerved between the iwo histariam, tbe natursd
effects of the changes produced by & century snd a Lalf,
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CHAP. IX.

The state of Germany till the invasion of the bar-
barians, in the time of the emperor Decins.

cuar., 'THE government and religion of Persia have

1X.

L

deserved some notice, from their connection
with the decline and fall of the Roman empire,
We shall occasionally mention the Scythian, or
Sarmatian tribes, which, with their arms and
horses, their flocks and herds, their wives and
families, wandered over the immense plains
which spread themselves from the Caspian sea
to the Vistula, from the confines of Persia to
those of Germany. But the warlike Germans,
who first resisted, then invaded, and at length
overturned, the western monarchy of Rome,
will occupy a much more important place in
this history, and possess a stronger, and, if
we may use the expression, a more domestic,
claim to our attention and regard. The most
civilized nations of modern Europe issued from
the woods of Germany ;. and in the rude insti-
tutions of those barbarians we may still distin-
guish the original principles of our present laws
and manners. In their primitive state of sim-
plicity and independence, the Germans were
surveyed by the discerning eye, and delineated
by the masterly pencil, of Tacitus, the first of
historians who applied the science of philoso-
phy to the study of facts. The expressive con-
ciseness of his descriptions has deserved to ex-
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ercise the diligence of inuumerable antiquarians,
and to excite the genius and penetration of the
philosophic historians of our own times. The
subject, however various and important, has al-
ready been so frequently, so ably, and so suc-
cessfully discussed, that it is now grown fami-
liar to the reader, and difficult to the writer.
We shall therefore content ourselves with ob-
. serving, and indeed with repeating, some of the
most important circumstances of climate, of
manners, and of institutions, whicli rendered
the wild barbarians of Germany such formi-
dable enemies to the Roman power.

Ancient Germany, excluding from its inde-
pendent limits the province westward of the
Rhine, which had submitted t¢ the Roman yoke,
extended itself over a third part of Europe. Al-
most the whole of modern Germany, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Livonia, Prussia, and
the greater part of Poland, were peopled by the
various tribes of one great nation, whose corm-
plexion, manners, and language denoted a com-
mon origin, and preserved a striking resem-
blance. On the west, ancient Germany was
divided by the Rhine from the Gallic, and on
the south, by the Danube, from the Iilyrian
provinces of the empire. A ridge of hills, ri-
sing from the Danube, and called the Carpa-
thian mouutains, covered Germany on the side
of Dacia or Hungary, The eastern frontier was
faintly marked by tbe mutual fears of the Ger-
mans and the Sarmatians, and was often con-
founded by the mixture of warring and confe-
derating tribes of the two nations. In the re-
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mote darkness of the north, the ancients imper-
fectly descried a frozen ocean that lay beyond
the Baltic sea, and beyond the peninsula, or
islands* of Scandinavia.

Some ingenious writers® have suspected that
Europe was much colder formerly than it is at
present; and the most ancient descriptions of the
climate of Germany tend exceediugly to confirm
their theory. The general complaints of intense
frost, and eternal winter, are perhaps little to be
regarded, since we have no metbod of reducing
to the accurate standard of the thermometer, the
feelings, or the expressions of an orator, born in
the happier regions of Greece or Asia. But I
ghall select two remarkable circumstances of a
less equivocal nature. I. The great rivers
which covered the Roman provinces, the Rhine
and the Danube, were frequently frozen over,
and capable of supporting the most enormous

. weights. The barbarians, who often chose that

severe season for their inroads, transported,
without apprehension or danger, their numerous

* The modern philosophers of Sweden seem agreed that the waters
of the Baltic gradnoslly mink in a regolar proportion, which they
have ventured to estimate mt baif ao inch every year. Twenty cen-
tories mgo, the fiat country of Beandinavis most have bheen coversd
by the sea; while the high lands rose above the waters, as 30 many
lalapds of various forms and dimensions. Such, indeed, is the aotion
givea w by Meh, Pliny, nod Tacltos, of the vast coaatries rommd
the Baltie, Se¢e ju the Bibliotheque Raisonée, tom. xl and xiv, &
large abstract of Dalin's History of Sweden, composed in the Sweduby -
language.

* In purticnlar, Mr. Hume, the AbM du Bos, and M. Pellontier,
Hist. des Ceites, tom i
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CHAP. day, is an exact picture of ancient Germany.

E el

Although situated in the same parallel with the
finest provinces of France and England, that
country experiences the mest rigorous cold.
The rein-deer are very numerous, the ground is
covered with deep and lasting snow, and the
great river of St. Lawrence is regularly frozen,
in a season when the waters of the Seine and
the Tharnes are usually free from ice®

luefees 1t 18 difficult to ascertain, and easy to exag-

on e DA

tives.

gerate, the influence of the climate of ancient
Germany over the minds and bodies of the na-
tives. Many writers have supposed, and most
have allowed, though, as it should seem, without
any adequate proof, that the rigorous cold of the
north was favourable to long life and generative
vigour, that the women were more fruitful, and
the human species more prolific, than in warmer
or more temperate climes* We may assert,
with greater confidence, that the keen air of
Germany formed the large and inasculine limbs
of the natives, who were, in general, of a more
lofty stature than the people of the south,' gave
thern a kind of strength better adapted to violent
exertions than to patient labcur, and inspired
themn with constitutional hravery, which is the
residt of nerves and spirits. The severity of a

* Charievoix Histolre do Canada.

¥ Olans Rudbeck ssserts, that the Swedich women often brar tew oy
twelve children, and not uncomipotly twenty or thirty; bat the awthe-
rity of Radbeek Iv much to be suspected,

4 In Los artus, in bec corpora, quee miramar, excrescont  ‘Tacit.
Germacia 3,20, Claver, L, ¢, I4.
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winter campaign, that chilled the courage of the cHAP.
Roman troops, was scarcely felt by these bardy.,.._-...
children of the north,* who in their turn were
unable to resist the summer heats, and dissolved

away in langour and sickness under the beams

of an Italian sun.!

There is not any where upon the globe, a large oy o
tract of country, which we have discovered desti- 2¢ Ger
tate of inhabitants, or whose first population can
be fixed with any degree of historical certainty.

And yet, as the most philosophic minds can sel-
dom refrain from investigating the infancy of
great nations, our curiosity consumes itself in
toilsomeand disappointed efforts. WhenTacitus
considered the purity of the German blood, and
the forhidding aspect of the country, he was dis-
posed to pronounce those barbarians indigence,
or natives of the soil. We may allow with safe-
ty, and perhaps with truth, that ancient Ger-
1nany was not originally peopled by any foreign
colonies already formed into a political society;®
hut that the pame and nation received their ex-
istence fron the gradual nnion of some wander-

® Plutarch, in Mardo. Tbe Clmbri, by way of amnsement, often slid
down mosniaios of snow on their brond ahields.

! The Romans made war in ull climates, and by their excelient dis-
cipline were, ju & great meatnre, preserved in bealth sad vigoor, It
may b remaarked, that man is Uie only avimal which can live and mul.
tiply in every country from the equator to the poles. The hog secms
o spproach the nearest to onr species in that privilege.

®™ Tacit. Germaa, ¢, 3. The emigration of the Ganle followed tha
conrse of the Danube, und discharged ftself an Greece and Asta. Tack
ts conld discover only one inconsidersble tribe that retained ‘wny
traces of & Gallic grigin.
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CHAP. 1ng savages of the Hercynian woods. To assert
v reroeeoes thOSE savages to have been the spontanecus

Fables nnd

conjec-
Lres.

prodaction of the earth which they inhabited,
would be a rash infereuce, condemned by reli-
gion, and uuwarranted by reason.

Such rational doubt is but ill.suited with the
genius of popular vanity. Among the nations
who have adopted the Mosaic history of the
world, the ark of Noah has been of the same use,
as was formerly to the Greeks and Romans the
siege of Troy. On a narrow basis of acknow-
ledged truth, an immense but rude superstruc-
tare of fable has been erected; and the wild
Irishman,* as well as the wild Tartar,” could
point out the individual son of Japhet, from
whose loing his ancestors were lineally descend-
ed. The last century abounded with antiqua~
ritans of profound learning and easy faith, who,
by the dim light of legends and traditions, of
conjectures and etymologies, conducted the
great grandchiidren of Noah from the tower of
Babel to the extremities of the globe. Of these
judicious critics, one of the most entertaining
was Olaus Rudbeck, professor in the univer-

" According to Dr. Keating {History of Irelsnd, p. 13, 14), the
giant Parthalanms, who was the son of Seara, the son of Esra, the
son of Sru, the son of Frarmant, the son of Pathaelan, the son of
Magog, the son of Japhet, the son of Nonth, lunded on the const of
Manster, the 14th day of May, in the year of the world ope thomand
nine bovdred and seventy.eight. Thongh he sncceaded in hin great -
enterprise, the loose behavionr of his wife rendered his domestic life
very uohuppy, and proveked him to sach a degree, that be killed—ber
favourite greyhound. This, ws the learved bistorinn very properly ob-
serves, was the fizst instance of femnle falsehood and infidelity ever
kpowno in Ireland,

* Genewiogical History of the Turtars, by Abnigbazi Babslar
Kbaa,
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sity of Upsal? Whatever 18 celebrated either cHap,
in history or fable, this zealous patriot ascribes '
to his country. From Sweden (which formed
so considerable a part of ancient Germany) the
Greeks themselves derived their alphabetical
characters, their astronomy, and thetr religion.
Of that delightful region (for such it appeared
to the eyes of a native) the Atlantis of Plato,
the coantry of the Hyperbareans, the gardens of
the Hesperides, the Fortunate isiends, and even
the Elysian fields, were all but faint and im-
perfect transcriptsa. A clime so profusely fa-
voured by nature, could not long remain desert
after the flood. The learned Rudbeck allows
the family of Noah a few years to nmltiply
from eight to about twenty thousand persons.
He then disperses them into small colonies to
replenish the earth, and to propagate the hu-
man species. The German or Swedish detach-
ment (which marched, if 1 am not mistaken,
uader the command of Askenaz, the son of Go-
mer, the son of Japhet) distinguished itseif by
s more than common diligence in the prosecu-
tion of this great work. The northern hive cast
its swarms over the greatest part of Eurnpe,
Africa, and Asia; and (to use the anthor’s mre-
taphor) the blood circulated from the extremni
ties to the heart.

But all this well-laboured system of German .
antiquitiesisannihilated bya single fact, too well man ig-

noraut of

attested to admit of any doubt, and of too dec_ii- lettera.

rrrrr o

* His work, entitied Atlantic, is wncommonly scarce. Bayle has
given two most cricas extracts from it.  Repubiiqoe des Lettres Jar-
vier et Ferrier, 1045,
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sive a nature to leave room for any reply. The
Germans, in the age of Tacitus, were unac-
quainted with the use of letters;® and the use of
letters is the principal circumstance that distin-
guishes a civilized people from a herd of savages
incapable of knowledge or reflection. Without
that artificial help, the human memory soon dis-
sipates or corrupts the ideas intrusted to her
charge; and the nobler faculties of themind, no
longer supplied with models or with materials,
gradually forget their powers: the judgment be-
comes feehle and lethargic, the imagination lan-
guid or irregular. Fully to apprebend this im-
portant truth, let us attempt, in an improved so-
ciety, to calculate the immense distance between
the man of learning and the slliterate peasant.
The former, by reading and reflection, muitiplies
his own experience, and lives in distant ages
and remote countries; whilst the latter, rooted
to a single spot, and confined to a few years of
existence, surpasses, but very little, his fellow-
labourer the ox in the exercise of his mental fa-

€ Taelt, Germ. i, 10. Liternrm secreta viri partier a¢ femiom
lguorant. We may rest contented with this decisive anthority,
withont entering into the obscure disputes concerving the antigaity
of the Runle charseters. The learned Celsius, o Swede, n schalay.
and a pbilosopher, was of opinion, that they were notling more
than the Roman letiers, with the curves changed inte straight Lines
for the ense of engmving. Bee Pellontler, Histolre des Celtes, L i
¢. lI. Dictonnsire Diplomatique, tom. |, p. ¥33. We may add, that
the oldest Runic inscriptions sre supposed to be of the third emtury,
aed the moat-ancient writer who wentions the Ronle charscter is
¥enantioa Furtunatas {Carm. vii, 18}, who lived towards the end of the
sitgh centory,

. .  Durbara fraxineis pingatur Runa tabeitis.
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calties. The same, and even a greater, differ.
enice will be found between nations than between
indtviduals ; and we may safely pronounce, that
without some species of writing, no people has
ever preserved the faithfulannals of their history,
ever made any considerable progress in the ab-
stract aciences, or ever possessed, in any toler-
able degree of perfection, the useful and agree-
able arts of life,

Of these arts, the ancient Germans were
wretchedly destitute. They passed their lives
in a state of ignorance and poverty, which it has
pleased some declaimers to dignify with the ap-
pellation of virtuous simplicity. Modern Ger-
many is said to contain about two thousand
three hundred walled towns.! In a much wider
extent of country, the geographer Ptolemy could
digcover no more than ninety places, which he
decorates with the name of cities ;* though, ac-
cording to our ideas, they would but ill deserve
that splendid title. 'We can only suppose them
to have been rude fortifications, constructed in
the centre of the woods, and designed to secure
the women, children, and cattle, whilst the war-
riors of the tribe marched out to repel a sudden
invasion,' ‘But Tacitus asserts, as a well-known

* Recherches Philosophiqaes sur les Americatus, tom. iii, p- 228. The
anthar of that very aoricus work in, if I am not misinformed, 2 Germay
by birth,
* The Alexandrian geographer in often criticised Ly the mccurate
Cluverios,
' See Cwsnr, and the learned Mr, Whitaker, in his History of Man=
chester, rol. i.

YOL, 1. A A
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CHAP. fact, that the Germans, in his {ime, had so e
,,.,,,,.,,tles, and that they aflfected to despise the

works of Roman industry, as places of confine.
ment rather than of security.® Their edifices
were not even contignous, or formed into regn.
lar villas 77 each barbarian fixed his indepen.
dent dwelling on the spot to which a plain, a
wood, or a stream of fresh water, had induced
him to give the preference. Neither stone, nox
brick, nor tiles, were employed in these alight
habitations.* They were indesd no more tham
low huts of a circular figure, built of rough
timber, thatched with straw, and pierced at the
top to leave a free passage for the smoke. In
the most inclemont winter, the hardy German
wag satisfied with & scanty garment made ot
the skin of some animal. The nations whe
dwelt towards the north, clothed themselves in
fars; and the women manufactured for their
own use a coarse kind of linen.' The game of
warious sorts, with which the forests of Germany
were plentifully stocked, supplied itsinhabitents

* Tueoit. Germ. 15,

* When the Germans commanded the Ul of Cologne to east off the
Roman yoke, and with their new freedom to resnme their anclent man-
wets, they iusisted on the immediate demolition of the walls of the co=
lony, * Postulamus o vobis, muroa ¢colonim, munimenta serritil detra-
¢ batis ; etiam fern animalia, »i ciausa teness, virtotis obliviseuntor.™
Tueit. Hist. Iv, 04,

7 The straggling villages of Sliesin ure severul miles in Jength, See
Claver. ). i, ¢. 18

* Onc bondred and forly years after Tacitus, a few more regulaw
strustures were erected near {he Rhine and Daoube. Herodlan, L ik,
P 3.

* Tacil. Germ, 1T,
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with food and exercise.® Their monstrous herds cHav,
of eattle, Jess remarkable indeed for their beanty ,,,,f:m
than for their utility, formed the principal ob-

ject of their wealth, A small quaatity of cors

was theonly produceexacted from the earth; the

use of orchards or artificial meadows was up-
known to the Germans; nor can we expect any
improvewsentsinagriculturefroma people, whose
property every yearexperienced ageneral change

by a new division of the arable lands, and who,

in that strange operation, avoided disputes, by
suffering a great part of their territory to lie
waste and without tillage.*

Gold, silver, and iron, were extremely scarce apd of i
in Germany. Its barbaroms inhabitants want- }if */=
ed both skill and palience to investigate those
rich veins of silver, which have so liberally re-
warded the attention of the princesof Brunswick
and Saxony. Swedeu, which now supplies Eu-
rope with iron, was equally ignorant of its owa
riches ; and the appearance of the arms of the
Germans furnished a sufficient proof hew little
iron they wereable to bestow on what they must
bave deemed the noblest use of that metal. The
various transactions of peace and war had in-
troduced some Roman coins (chiefly silver)
among the borderers of the Rhine and Danube;
but the more distant tribes were absolutely un-
acquainted with the use of moaey, carried on
their confined traffic by the exchange of com-

* Tucit. Germ, 5. < Casar. de Bell, Gall, vi, 31,
4 Tacit, Gurm, 9§. Cersar, vi, 93,

Aal
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modities, and prized their rude earthen vessels

esesmee.. 88 Of equal value with the silver vases, the pre.

tneir ine
folence.

sents of Rome to their princesand ambassadors.*
To a mind capable of reflection, such leading
facts convey more instruction, than w tedious
detail of subordinate circumstances. The va-
lue of money has been settled by general con-
sent to express our wants and our property, as
letters were invented to express our ideas; and
both these institutions, by giving a more active
energy to the powers and passions of human
nature, have contributed to multiply the objects
they were designed to represent. The use of
gold and silver is in a great measure factitious;
but it would be impossible to enumerate the itn-
portant and various services which agriculture,
and all tbe arts, have received from iron, when
tempered and fashioned by the operation of fire
and the dexterous hand of man. Money, in a
word, 18 the most universal incitement, iron the
most powerful instrument, of human industry ;
and it isvery difficult to conceive by what means
a people, neither actuated by the one, nor se-
conded by the other, could emerge from the
grossest barbarism.!

If we contemplate a savage nation in any part
of the globe, a supine indolence and a careless-
ness of futurity will be found to constitute their

~ general character. In a civilized state, every

* Tarit, Germ. 0. .

f 1t is said that the Mexicans and Peruvians, withiont the mse of ci-
ther money or iron, had made a very greatprogress in the arts.  Thow
srts, spd the monnments they produced, have been strangely magnified.
Bee Recherchen sur lea Americains, tom. ii, p, 138, &,
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faculty of man 18 expanded and exercised, and cHap.
the great chain of mutual dependence connectsmffm'
and embraces the several members of society.
The most numerous portion of it is employed in
constant and useful labour. The select few,
placed by fortune above that necessity, can,
however, fill up their time by the pursuits of in-
terest or glory, by the improvement of their es-
tate or of their understanding, by the duties, the
pleasures, and even the follies of social life. The
Germans were not possessed of these varied re-
sources. The care of the house and family, the
management of the land and cattle, were dele-
gated to the old and the infirth, to women and
- glaves. The lazy warrior, destitute of every art
that might employ his leisure hours, consumed
his days and nights in the animal gratifications
of sleep and food. And yet, by a2 wonderful di-
versity of nature (according to the remark of a
writer who had pierced into its darkest recesses),
the same barbarians are by turns the most indo-
lIent and the most restless of mankind. They
delight in sloth, they detest tranquillity.® The
languid soul, oppressed with its own weight, -
anxiously required sqme new and powerful sen-
sation; and war and danger were the ouly
amusements adequate to its fierce temper. The
sound that snmmoned the German to arms was
grateful to his ear. It roused him from his un-
comfortable lethargy, gave him an active pur-
snit, and, by strong exercise of the body, and
violent emotions of the mind, restored him to a

& Taeit. Germ. 15.
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Their taste
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tervals of peace, these barbarians were imme-
derately addicted to deep gaming arnd excessive
drinking ; both of whicb, by different means,
the one by inflaming their passions, the other by
extinguishing their reason, alike relieved them
from the pain of thinking. They gloried in pase-
ing whole days and nights at table; and the
blood of friends and relations often stained their
pumerous and dranken assemblies.® Their debts
of honour (for in that light they have trapsmit-
ted to us those of play) they discharged with the
most romantic fidelity. The despetate gamester,
whie had staked hig personamd liberty on a last
throw of the dice, patiently submitted to the de-
crsion of forture, and suffered himself to be
bouond, chastised, and sold ito remote slavery,
by his weaker but more lucky anfagonist.'
Strong beer, a lignor extracted with very lit-

% tle art from wheat or barley, and corrupied (as

it is strongly expressed by Tacitus) into a cer-
tain semblance of wine, was sufficient for the
gross purposes of Gernfan debauchery. But
those who had tasted the rich wines of Ktaly,
and afterwards of Gaul, sighed for that more de-
licious species of intoxieation. They attenapted
not, however (as has since been exeented with
#0 much succesy) to naturalize the vime om the
banks of the Rhine and Danube ; nor did they

* Tacit Germ. 72, 23,
f 4. 24, The Goermans mizht barrow the arte of play ol (he
Rommans, bnt the pusiza is weadvriwlly inkidresl b the Nultinw

ptcies,
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¢ndeavour to procure by indnstry the materials
«f an advantageous comtherce. To solicit by
labour what might be ravished by arms, was
esteemed nnworthy of the German spirit.* The
intemnperate thirst of strong liquors often urged
the barbarians to invade the provinces on which
art or nature had bestowed those much envied
presents. The Tuscan who betrayed his coun-
try to the Celtic nations, attracted them into
Italy by the prospect of the rich fruits and de-
Kcious wines, the productions of a happier cli-
mate! And in the same manner the German
auxiliaries, invited into France during the civil
wars of the sixteenth century, were allured by
the promise of plenteous quarters in the pro-
vinces of Chanrpaigne and Burgundy.® Drun-
xenness, the most iliberal, but ot the most
dangerous of our vi¢ed, was sometinies capable,
in a less civilized state of mahkind, of occasion-
ing a battle, a war, or a revolution,

354
cmr,

LT P XV

The climate of sncient Germany has been gy, o
mollified, and the soil fertilized, by the labour popu!a-

of ten ceninries from the time of Charlerragne.
The same extent of ground which at present
rraintains, in ease and plenty, 2 million of hus-
bandmen and artificers, was nnable to supply
an bundred thousend lazy warriors with the
sunple necessaries of life.* The Germans aban-

* Tacit, Germ. 14,

* Pintarch. in Camille. T. Livy. v, 30

® Duhos. Hist. de {a Monarchie Frangoise, tom. {, p. 155,

* ‘The Helvetian nation, which liaurd from the coontry called

Switses hod, coutsined, of every alc and sex, 388,000 persons
. (Casar
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crap. doned their immense forests to the exercise of
hunting, employed in pasturage the most con-
siderable part of their lands, bestowed on the
small remainder a rude and careless cultivation,
and then accused the scantiness and sterility of
a country that refused to maintain the multi-
tude of its inhabitants, When the return of fa-
mine severely admonished them of the import-
ance of the arts, the national distress was some-
times alleviated by the emigration of a third,
perhaps, or a fourth part of their youth.® ‘The
possession and the enjoyment of property are
the pledges which bind a civilized people to an
improved country. But the Germans, who car-
ried with them what they most valued, their
arms, their cattle, and their women, cheerfully
abaudoned the vast silence of their woods for
the unbounded hopes of plunder and conquest.
The innumerable swarms that issued, or seem-
ed to issue, from the great storehouse of na-
tions, were multiplied hy the fears of the van-
quished, and by the eredulity of succecdmg ages.
And from facts thus exaggerated, an opinion was
gradually established, and has been supported
by writers of distinguished reputation, thatin
the age of Ceesar and Tacitus, the inhabitants of
the north were far more numerous than they are

[LEE T P

{Cesar de Bell. Gal. I, 20). At present, the numbet of people in the
Pays de Vand {a small district on the banks of the Leman lake, much
more distingnidied for politeness than for industry } amoonts to 112,591,
Sce an excellent tract of M. Maurct. in the Memoalres de la Sacietd do
Bern.

® Psul Diaconns, ¢. 1, 2,8, Machiavel, Tarila, and the rert of
Panl’s follawers, represent these emigrations teo mach sy regnijar and
toncerted imensares,
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In our'days? A more serious inquiry into the CHAP.
causes of population seems to have convinced., . ....
modern philosophers of the falsehood, and in-

deed the impossibility, of the supposition. To

the names of Mariana and of Machiavel,® we

can oppose the equal names of Robertson and
Hume'

A warlike nation like the Germans, without German
either cities, letters, arts, or money, found some freedom.
compensation for this savage state in the enjoy-
ment of liberty, Their poverty secured their
freedom, since our desires and our possessions
are the strongest fetters of despotism. ‘* Among
** the Suiones (says Tacitus), riches are held in
“ honour. They are therefore subject toan ab-

“ golute monarch, who, instead of entrusting his
‘ people withthe free uge of arms, as is practised
“ in the rest of Germany, commits them to the
“ safe custody, not of a citizen, or even of a
* freed man, but of aslave. The neighbours of
“ the Suiones, the Sitones, are sunk even helow
“ gervitude; they obey a woman.” In the ruen-
tion of these exceptions, the great historian suf-
ficiently acknowledges the general theory of go-
vernment. We are only at a loss to conceive hy
what means riches and despotism could pene-

* Sir William Tempte and Montesqulen Lave indulged, oo this sub-
Ject the wsnal liveliness of (heir fancy.

4 Machiavel Hist. Je Firease, I, {. Mariana Hist, Hispap. b v,
e I

* Robertson’s Cherles V. Huome's Political Essays,

* Tacit, German. 44, 45, Frenshemius {who dedicated his supple-
ment to Livy, to Christina of Sweden) thinks proper to be very sogry
with 1ie Homan who expressed 1o very [ide reverence for portbern
queens
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trate into a-remote corner of the morth, and
extinguish the generous fame that blazed with
such fierceness on the frontier of the Roman
provinces ; or how the ancestors of those Danes
and Norwegians, so distinguished in latter ages
by their unconquered spirit, could thus tamely
resign the great character of German liberty.!
Some tribes, however, on the coast of the Baltic,
acknowledged the authonty of kings, though
without relinquishing the rights of men;® butin
the far greater part of Germany, the form of
goverument was & democracy, tempered indeed,
and controuled, not so much by general and
positive taws, as by the occasional ascendant of
birth or valour, of eloquernice or superstition.*
Civil governments, in their first institutions,

;L_""""'are voluntary associations for mutual defence.

To obtain the desired end, it is absolutely ne-
cessary that each individual should conceive
himself obliged to submit his private opinivn
and actions to the judgrent of the greater nom-
ber of his assoctates. The German trihes were
contented with this rude, but liberal, outline of
pulitical society., As soon as a yontb, born of

~ free parents, had attained the age of manhood,

' Miy we not stspect that mperstition was the paremt of Jdespote
ima? The desewndimts ¢f QUM (whise nice wis not extinct till the
yeur 1060} nre said to have reigned in Sweden ahove & thomsand yenra, -
The tmple of Upsal was the ancient seat of religion sod snmpive,
In the year 1153, I find a singalar law, prohibiting the use and profes-
sion of arms to avy except Mhe Ling's yourds. Is it pot probable that
it was coloured by the pretence of reviving am old institution? Sce
Deilivs History of Bweden, o the BibBetbéqne Baisoanée, tom. =l
ad xlv.

* Tarit. Germ. ¢. 43. > Id. e, 11, 12, 18, &c.
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he was introduced into the gemeral council of
his countrymen, solemnly invested with a shield
and spear, and adopted as an equal and wor-
thy member of the military commonwealth,
The assembly of the warriors of the tribe was
convened at stated seasons, or on sudden emer
gencies. ‘The trial of public offences, the elec-
tion of magistrates, and the great husiness of
peace and war, were determined by its inde-
pendent voice. Sometimes, indeed, these im-
portant questions were previously considered,
and prepared in a more select council of the
principal chieftaing.” The magistrates might
deliberate and persuade, the people only could
resolve and execute ; and the resolutions of the
Germans were for the most part hasty and vio.
lent. Barbarians accustomed to place their
freedom in gratifying the preseut passion, and
their courage in overlooking all fature conse-
quences, turned away with indignant eontempt
from the remonstrances of justice and policy,
and it was the practice to signify by a bollow
murmur their dislike of sach timid coumsels.

863
CHAP,
IX.
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But whenever a more popular orator proposed

to vindicate the meanest citizeu from either fo-
reign or domestic injury, whenever he called
upon his fellow countrymen to assert the nation-
vl honour, or to pursue some enterprise full of
danger and glory, a loud clashing of shields
and spears expressed the eager applause of the
assembly, For the Germans always met in

7 (hrotios chapges an expression of Tecitns, perdraciewiur lnte pra-
dractamius. The correclion v eqraliy just and ingeniuns,
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arms, and it was constantly to be dreaded, lest
an irregular multitude, inflamed with faction
and strong liquors, should use those arms to
enforce, as well as to declare, their furious
resolves. We may recollect how often the diets
of Poland have heen polluted with hlood, and
the morc numerous party has heen compelled to
yield to the more violent and sedifious.®

A general of the tribe was elected on occasions
of danger; and, if the danger wag pressing and
extensive, several tribes concurred in the choice
of the same general. The bravest warrior was
named to lead his countrymen into the field,
by his example rather than by his commands.
But this power, however limited, was still invi-
dious. It expired with the war, and in time of
peace the German trihes acknowledged not any
supreme chief.* Princes were, however, ap-
pointed in the general assembly, to administer
Justice, or rather to compose differences,” in
their respective districts. In the choice of these
magistrates, as much regard was shewn to birth
as to merit.* To each was assigned, hy the
public, a guard, aud a council of an hundred
persons ; and the first of the princes appears to
have enjeyed 2 pre-eminence of rank and honour

* Even in owr ancient parliament, the harous often cnrried 3 ques-
Wou, not so el by the number of vater, as by that of their armed
foliowers.

* Casar de Bell. Gal, v, 13

* Minannt controversias, is & very bappy expression of Cesar's.
* Reges ex nobilitate, doces ex virtute sument. Tacit, Germ. 7.
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which sometimes tempted the Romans to com- CHAP.
pliment him with the regal title.! i

The comparat:ve view of the powers of themore abic
magistrates, in two remarkable instances, is i'{,f;,‘::’
alone sufficient to represent the whole system of?Perty thea
German manners. The disposal of the landed penens
property within their district was absolutelyo.m
vested in their hands, and they distributed it
every year according to a new division.® Atthe
same time they were not authorised to-punish
with death, to imprison, or even to strike, a
private citizen.” A people thus jealous of their
persons, and careless of their possessions, must
have been totally destitute of industry and the
arts, but animated with a high sense of honour
and independence.

The Germans respected only those duties Yoinotary
which they imposed on themselves. The most moat. *
obscure soldier resisted with disdain the autho-
rity of the magistrates. * The noblest youths
* blushed not to be numbered among the
* faithful companions of some renowned chief,

“ to whom they devoted their arms and service,
“ A noble emulation prevailed among the com-
“ panious, to obtain the first place in the esteem
“ of their chief; amongst the chiefs, to acquire
“ the greatest number of valiant companions.
“ To be ever surrounded by a band of select
* youths, was the pride and strength of the
“ chleﬁs thelr ornament in peace, their defence

- f Clover, Germ. Ant. 1, |, ¢, 38,
* Casar, vi, 32, Tacit. Germ. 24,
¢ Tucit. Germ. 7,

-
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in war. The glory of such distinguished
heroes diffused itself beyond the narrow li-
mits of their own tribe, Presents and embas-
sies solicited their friendship, and the fame of
their arms often ensured victory to the party
which they espoused. In the hour of danger
it was shameful for the chief to be surpassed
in valour by hjs companions; shameful for the
companions not to equal the valour of their
chief. To survive his fall in battle, was in-
delible infamy. To protect his person, and to
adorn his glory with the trophies of their own
exploits, were the most sacred of their duties.
The chiefs combated for victory, the compa-
nions for the chief. The noblest warriors,
whenever their native country was sunk in the
laziness of peace, maintained their numerous
bands m some distant scene of action, to ex-
ercise their restless spirit, and to scquire re-
nown by voluntary dangers. Gifts worthy of
goldiers, the warlike steed, the bloody and
ever victorious Jance, were the rewards which
the companions claimed from the liberality of
their chief. The rude plenty of his hospitable
board wag the only pay that Ae could bestow,
or they would accept. War, rapine, and the
freewill offbrings of his friends, supplied the
materials of this munificence.”® This institu-

tion, however it might accidentally weaken the
several republics, invigorated the general charac-
ter of the Germans, and even ripened amongst

£ Tacit. Germ, 18, 14,
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them all the virtnes of which barbarians are sus- cHar.
eeptible ; the faith and valour, the hospitality..."C. ..
and the courtesy, 50 conspicuouns long afterwards
in the ages of chivalry. The honourable gifts,
bestowed by the chief on his brave companions,
heve been supposed, by an ingenious writer, to
contain the first rudiments of the fiefs, distri-
__buted, after the conquest of the Roman pro-

vinces, by the barbarian lords among their vas-
sals, with a similar duty of hoinage and military
service.” These conditions are, however, very
repugnant to the maxims of the ancient Ger-
mans, who delighted in mutual presents; but
withont eitherimposing, or accepting, the weight
of obligations.!

“ In the days of chivalry, or more properly German
“ of romance, all the men were brave, and a]] cousuty
# the women were chaste;” and potwithatand-
ing the latter of these virtues is acquired and
preserved with much more difficuity than the
former, it is ascribed, almost without exception,
to the wives of the ancient Germens. Polygamy
was not in use, except among the princes, and
among them only for the sake of multiplying
their alliances. Divorces were prohibited by
manpers rather than by laws. Adulteries were
punished as rare and inexpisble crimes; nor

* Faprit des Laix, 1. xux, c. 8. 'The brilllant imagloatdon of
Montesgnien iz corrected, bowever, by the dry cold reseon of the
Albé de’Mably. Observations sur 'Histoire de Fraoce, tom. i, p
834,

1 Gaudent maneribos, sed nec data lmpatant, ne¢ acceptis obligen-’
tur. Tacit. Germ.c. 31,



868 THE DECLINE AND FALL-

CHAP. was seduction justified by example and fashion *

eesenorese We may easily discover, that Tacitus indulges
an honest pleasure in the contrast of barbarian
virtue with the dissolute conduct of the Roman
ladies; yet there are some striking circum-
stances that give an air of truth, or at least of
probability, to the conjugal faith and chastity of
the Germaus.

Inprobe-  Although the progress of civilization has un-
"doubtedly contributed to assuage thefiercer pas-
sions of hurmaun nature, it seems to have been
less favourable to the virtue of chastity, whose
most dangerous enemy is the softness of the mind.
The refinements of life corrupt while they polish
the intercourse of the sexes. The gross appetite
of love becoines most dangerous when it is ele-
vated, or rather, indeed, disguised by sentimental
passion. The elegance of dress, of motion, and
of manners, gives a lustre to beauty,and inflames
the senses through the imagination. Luxurious
enter{ainments, mldmght dances, and licentious
spectacles, present at once temptation and op-
portunity to female frailty.’ From such dan-
gers the unpolished wives of the barharians were
secured by poverty, solitude, and the painful
cares of a domestic life, The German huts,

: open, on every side, to the eye of indiscretion or

® The adultersss wes whipped through the village. Nalther wealth
gor benuty conld insplre compassion, ar procure her a second husband.
14 1a

! Ovid employs two hundred lines in the research of places the mast
favonrable o jove. Above all, he comsiden the theatre as the best
adapted fo collect the beauties of Rome, and to selt them ioto tender~
nry wnd sensnality,
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jealousy were a better safeguard of conjugal fi- CHAP,
delity than the-walls, the bolts, and the eunuchs__ ..,
of a Persian haram. To this reason, another
may be added, of a more honourable nature.
The Germans treated their women with esteem
and coufidence, consulted them on every occa-
sion of importance, and fondly believed, that in
their breasts resided a sanctity and wisdom more
than haman. Some of these interpreters of fate,
such as Velleda, in the Batavian war, governed,
in the name of the deity, the fiercest nations of
Germany.® The rest of the sex, without being
adored as goddesses, were respected as the free
and equal companions of soldiers ; associated,
even by the marriage ceremony, to a life of toil,
of danger, and of glory.®* In their great inva-
gsions, the camps of the barbarians were filled
. with a multitude of women, who remained firm
and undaoated amidst the sonnd of arms, the
various forms of destruction, and the hononrable
wounds of their sons and husbands.® Fainting
armies of Germans have more than once been
driven back upon the enemy, by the generous
despair of the women, who dreaded death mnch
less than servitude. Ifthe day wasirrecoverably
lest, they well knew how to deliver themselves
and their children, with their own hands, from

™ Tacit. Aunal, iv, 01, 85.
* The marriage present was & yoke of oxen, horses, and arms.  See
Germ, ¢. 18, Tucilubisnomewhat too forid on the subject.

* The change of exigers into txwgere, is & moat excellent correm
tlon,

VOL. 1. B b
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an insulting victor!t Heroines of such » enst

may claim our admiration; but they were most

assuredly neither lovely, nor very susceptible of
love. Whilst they affected to emulate the stern

virtues of man, they must have resigned that
attractive softness in which principally consists

the charm and weakness of womex. Conscious

pride taught the German females to suppress

every tender emotion that stood in compation

with honour, and the first honour of the sex has

ever been that of chastity. - The sentiments and

conduct of these high-spirited matrons may, at

once, be considered as a cause, as an effect, and

as a proof of the general character of the nation.

Female courage, however it may be raigsed by

fanaticism, or confirmed by babit, can be ouly.a

faint and imperfect imitation of the manly valour

that distinguishes the age or country in which it.
may be found.

The religious system of the Grermans (if the
wild opinions of savages can deserve that name)
was dictated by their wants, their fears, and
their ignorance.? . They adored the great visible
objects and agents of nature, the sun and the

? Tacit. Gerp. o 7. Platarch, in Mario., Before the wives of the
Teotones destroyed themselves and their chlldren, they had offered ta
surrender, on condition that they shonld be received ss the slaves of
the vestal virging,

t Tacitm has employed & fow lines, and Cluvering one handred and
twenty-fonr pages, on this obscnre subject, The former discovers im
Germany the gods of Greece and Rome. The latter is poritive, that
wnder the emblems of the sun, the moon, and the fire, bla picms xBc-
et worshipped (he Tridity in aoity. '
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moon, the fire and the earth; togeiher with
those imaginary deities, who were supposed to
preside over the most important occupations of
human life. They were persunded, that, by
some ridiculous arts of divination, they could
discover the will of the superior beings, and that
bumen sacrifices were the most precious and
acceptible offering to their altars.. Some ap-
plause has been hastily igstowed on the sublime
motion, entertained by that people, of the Deity,
whom they neither confiped within the walls of
a temple, nor represented by any human figure;
but when we recollect, that the Germans were
unskilled inarchitecture, and totally unacquaint-
ed with the art of sculpture, we shall readily
sssign the true reason of scruple, which arose
not so much from a superiority of reason, as from
a want of ingenuity. The only temples in Ger-
many were dark and ancient groves, consecrated
by thereverence ofsucceeding generations. Their
secret gloom, the imagined residence of am in-
visible power, by presenting no distinct object
of fear or worship, impressed the mind with a
stitl deeper sense of religious horror; and the
priests, rude and illiterate as they were, had beeu
taught by experience the use of every artificethat
eould preserve amd fortify impressions so well
suited to their own interest.

* The mrered: wood, deseribed witly sach wldime borror by Lucen,
wat in the neighbonrisood of Marseilles ; but thore were many of We
same hind'io Germany.

BEb2
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by the clergy of the eleventh century, wasan cHawp,

obvious imitation of this ancient custom.® m_lf:m
But the influence of religion was far more inwar,

powerful to inflame, than to moderate, the fierce

passions of the Germans. Interest and fanati-

cism often prompted its ministers to sanctify the

most daring and the most unjust enterprises, by

the approbation of heaven, and full assurances

of success, The consecrated standards, long

revered in the groves of superstition, were placed

in the front of the battle;* and the hostile army

was devoted with dire execrations to the gods

of war and of thunder.” ]n the faith of soldiers

(and such were the Germans) cowardice is the

most unpardonable of sins. A brave man was

the worthy favourite of their martial deities ; the

vwrretch who had losthis shield, was alike banish-

ed from the religious and the civil assemblies of

bis countrymen. Some tribes of the north seem

to have embraced the doctrine of transmigra-

tion," others imagined a gross paradise of im-

mortal drunkenuness.* All agreed, that a life

spent in arms, and a glorious death in battle,

were the best preparations for a happy futurity,

either in this or in another world.

* 8ce Dr. Robertsons Rlstory of Charles ¥, vol. §, note 14

* Taclt. Germ. ¢, 7. These standards wers only the hends of wild
beusts,

7 Bee an Instance of this enstom, Tacit. Aneal. xiii, 3T.

* Cuesar, Dicdorus, and Lucan, seem to aseribe this dectrine to the
Gauls ; tut M. Pelloutier (Histoire den Celten, 1, 1ii, <. 18), labours to
reduce their axpressions to 2 mere orthodox sense.

* Concerning this grow but eilaring doctrine of the Edda, see fable
ax, in the curious version of that book, published by M, Mallet, In hia
latroduction te the Hiswry of Deomark.
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The immortality so vainly promised by the
priests, was in some degree conferred by the
bards. That singular order of men hes most
desarvedly attracted the notice of all who have
attempted to investigate the antiquities of the
Celts, the Scandinavians, and the Germans.
Their genius and character, as well as the rever-
eace paid to that important office, have been
sudfficiently illustrated. But we cannot so easily
express, or even comceive, the enthusiasm of
wrms and glory which they kindled in the breast
of their audience. . -Among a polished people, a
taste for poetry is rather an amusement of the
fancy, than a passion of the sowul. And yet,
when in calm retirement we peruse the combats
described by Homer or'Tasso, we are insensibly
seduced by the fiction, end feel a momentary
glow of martial ardour. But how faint, how
cold is the sensation which a peaceful mind can
receive from solitary study! It was in the hoar
of battle, orin the feast of victory, that the bards
celebrated the glory of heroes of ancient days,
the ancestors of those warlike chieftians who list-
enad with transport to their artless but animat-
ed strains. The view of arms and of ddnger
helghtened the effect of the military song; and
the passions which it tended to excite, the desire
of fame, and the coatempt of death were the
habitual sentiments of a German mind.*

Such was the situation, and such were the

¥ Sce Tacit. Germ. c. §. Diodor. Sicul. 1. v.  Stmahe, L iv, p. 107,
The clussicet reader may rcms:rnher the ruck of Dremodorns in the
Pheacian
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manners, of the ancient Germans. Their cli- CHAP.
mate, their want of learning, of arts, and of..........
laws, their notions of honour, of gallantry, and Canes
of religion, their sense of freedom, impatience cheeked
of peace, and thirst of enterprise, all contributed jre 27
to ferm a people of military heroes. And yet we 2:3"“
find, that during more than two hundred and
fifty years that elapsed from the defeat of Varus
to the reign of Decius, these formidable barba-
rians made few considerable attempts, and not
any rraterial impresgion, on the luxnrious and
enslaved provinces of the empire. Tbeir pro-
gress was checked by their want of arma and
discipline, and their fury was diverted by the
intestine divisions of ancient Germany. .

1. It has been observed, with ingenuity, and Wmﬂf
ot without truth, that the command of iron "
800D gives a nation the command of gold. But
the rude tribes of Germany, alike destitute of
both those valuable metals, were reduced slowly
to acquire, by their nnassisted strength, the pos-
session of the one, as well as the other. The
face of a German army displayed their poverty of
iron. Swords, and the longer kind of lances,
they could seldom use. Their frame® (as they
called them in their own language) were loug
spears, headed with a sharp but narrow iron

Phascian courl, and the ardour infused by Tyrtaens into the faicting
Spartans, Yet thers Lo little probability that the Grecks nod the Ger-
maus were Lre sama people.  Much learned trifling might be spared,
if onr antiquarians would condescend to reflect, that shmilar mannery
will aaturadiy be prodaced by similar situations.
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CHAP. point, and which, as occasion required, they ei-
vereeree. ther darted from a distance, or pushed in close

onset. With this spear, and with a shield, thetr
cavalry was contented. A multitude of darts,
scaltered” with incredible force, were an addi
tional resource of the infantry. Their military
dress, when they wore any, was nothing more
than a loose mantle. A variety of colours was
the only ornament of their wooden or osier
shields. Few of the chiefs were distingunished
by cuirasses, scarce any by helmets. Though
the horses of Germany were neither beautiful,
swift, nor practised in the skilful evolutions of
the Roman manege, several of the nations ob-
tained renown by their cavalry; but, io general,
the principal strength of the Germaps consisted
in their infantry,’ which was drawn up in seve-
ral deep columns, according to the distinction

and of dis- of tribes and families. Impatient of fatigue or

Cipline,

delay, these half-armed warriors rushed to bat-
tle with dissonant shouts, and disordered ranks;
and sometimes, by the effort of native valour,
prevailed over the constrained and more artifi-
cial bravery of the Roman merceparies. But
as the barbarians poured furth their whole souls
on the first onset, they knew not how to rally,
or to retire. A repulse was a sure defeat ; and
a defeat was most commonly total destruction.

* Mmilia spargunt.  Tacll. Germ, ¢, & Elther that historian
tised & vigoe expresmsion, or be meant that they were thrown at raa-
dor. .

£ It waa their principal distinction from the Sarmatisns, who genersl
ly fooght on horseback :
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When we recollect the complete armour of the crav.
Roman soldiers, their discipline, exercises, evo- "
Iutions, fortified camps, and military engines, it
appears a just matter of surprise, how the naked
and unassisted valour of the barbarians could
dare to encounter in the field the strength of the
legions, and the various troops of the auxilia-
ries, which seconded their operations. The con-
test was too unequal, till the introduction of
Iuxury had enervated the vigour, and a spirit of
disobedience and sedition had relaxed the dis-
cipline, of the Roman armies. The introduc-
tion of barbarian auxiliaries in those armies,
was a measure attended with very obvious dan-
gers, as it might gradually instruct the Germans
in the arts of war and of policy. Although
they were admitted in small numbers, and with
the strictest precaution, the example of Civilis
was proper to convince the Romans, that the
danger was not imaginary, and that their pre-
cautions were not always sufficient.® During
the civil wars that followed the death of Nero,
that artful and intrepid Batavian, whom his ene-
mies condescended to compare with Hannibal
and Sertorius,’ formed a great design of free-
dom and ambition, Eight Batavian cohorts,
renowned in the wars of Britain and Italy, re-
paired to his standard. He introduced an army

* The relatlon of this enterprise occupies u great part of the foarth
and fifth books of the History of Tacitas, wnd ls more remarknble for
i eloquence thun perspiculry. Sir Henry Baville has observed seve-
ral insccuracles.

f Tacit. Hist. iv, 13, Like thew he kad lost an eye.
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of Germans into Gaul, prevailed on the power-
ful cities of Treves and Langres to embrace his
cause, defeated the legions, destroyed their for-
tified camps, and employed agaiust the Romans
the military knowledge which he had acquired
in their service. When at length, after an ob-
stinate struggle, he yielded to the power of the
empire, Civilis secured himself and his country
by an honourable treaty, The Batavians still
continued to occupy the islands of the Rhine?*
the allies, not the servants, of the Roman mo-
narchy.

11. The strength of ancient Germany appears

sentions of o, nridable, when we consider the effects that

Germany.

might have been produced by ite united effort
The wide extent of country might very possibly
contain a million of warriors, as all who were of
age to bear arms were of a temper to use them.
But this fierce multitude, incapable of concert-
ing or executing any plan of national greatness,
was agitated by various and often hostile inten-
tions. Germany was divided into more than
forty independent states; and, even in each state,
the union of the several tribes was extremely
looseand precarious. Thebarbarians were easily
provoked ; they knew net how to forgive an in-
jury, much less an insult; their redentments were
bloodyand implacable, Thecasual disputesthat
so {frequently happened in their tumultucus par-
ties of hunting or drinking, were sufficient to

® It was contained between the two branches of the old Rinpe, o
they subaisted before the face of the sountry, was changed Ly art-and
watare,  Bee Claver. German, Astiq. L ii, c. 30, 37.



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

inflame the minds of whole nations ; the private
feud of any considerable chieftains dlffused itself
among their followers and allies. To chastise
the insolent, or to plunder the defenceless, were
alike causes of war. The most formidable states
of Germany affected to encompass their terri-
tories with a wide frontier of solitude and de-

379
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vastation, The awfuldistance preserved by their

neighbours, attested the terror of their arms,
and in some measure defended them from the
danger of unexpected incursions.*

* The Bructeri (it is Tacitus who now speaks)

‘ were totally exterminated by the neighbouring
* tribes,! provoked by their insolence, allured
“ by the bopes of spoil, and perhaps inspired by
“ the tutelar deities of the empire. Abovesixty
“ thousand barbarians were destroyed; not by
* the Roman arme, but in our sight, and for
* our entertainment. May the nations, enemies
* of Rome, ever preserve this enmity to each
* other! We have now attained the utmost
‘ verge of prosperity,* and have nothing left
‘“ to demand of fortune, except the discord of
*“ these barbarians.”! These sentiments, less

: * Casar de Bell. Gail. L vi, 20

* They are mentiored, bawever, in the fonrth and Ak untnrlu, by
N aearivs, Ammisnus, Claodian, &c. as & tribe of Franks. See Cluver.
Gera. Antig. L dil, ¢, 18,

¥ Urgenlibus is the common reading, bot good sense, Lipeios, und
some Msa, declare for Fergewlilas,

I Tacit, Germagia, ¢. 3%, The piona Abhé de la Bleterie is very an-
gry with Tacitns, talks of the devil who war & murderer from the bee
giucing &c., &c.

fomented

by tie
lwy of e
Rome.
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CHAP. worthy of the humanity than of the patriotisin
of Tacitus, express the invariable maxims of
the policy of his countrymen, They deemed it
a much safer expedient to divide than to combat
the barbarians, from whose defeat they could
derive neither honour nor advantage. The
money and negociations of Rome insinuated
themselves intfothe heart of Germany; aud every
art of seduction was used with dignity, to con-
ciliate those pations whom their proximity to
the Rhine or Danube might render the most
useful friends, as well as the most troublesome
enemies. Chiefs of renown and power were
flattered by the most trifling presents, which they
received either as marks of distinction, or as the
instruments of luxury. In civil dissentions, the
weaker faction endeavoured to strengthen its
interest by entering into secret connexions with
the governors of the frontier provinces, Every
quarrel among the Germans was fomented by
the intrigues of Rome; and every plan of uuion
and public good was defeated by the stronger
bias of private jealousy and interest.”
Tramlent 1 he general conspiracy which terrified the Ro-
arsine 10218 under the reign of Marcus Antoninus com-
Marew prehended almost all the nations of Germany,
and even Sarmatia, from the mouth of the Rhine
to that of the Danube* It is impossible for

P oL

™ Many tmces of this policy may be discovered In Tacitmn and
Dion; and mauy more may be inferred from the principies of hamas
Datare.
" Hist. Augnet. p. 31. Ammisn. Marcellin, L xxxi, . 5. Aardl
Vietar. The emperor Marcos wan reduced to self the rich farnitase of
- the paiace, and to exlist slaves and robbens.
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us to determine whether this hasty confederation
was formed by necessity, by reason, or by pas-
sion ; but we may rest assured, that the barba-
rians were neither allured by the indolence, or
provoked by the ambition, of the Roman mo-
narch. This dangerous invasion required all the
firmness and vigilance of Marcus. He fixed
geverals of ability in the several stations of at-
tack, and assumed in person the conduct of the
most important province on the Upper Danube.
After a long and doubtful conflict, the spirit of
the barbarians was subdued. The Quadi and
the Marcomanni,° who had taken the lead in
the war, were the most severely punished in its
catastropbe. They were commanded to retire
five miles? from their own banks of the Da-
nube, and to deliver up the flower of the youth,
who wereimmediately sent into Britain, a retnote
island, where they might be se-ure as hostages,
and useful as soldiers.® On the frequent rebel-
lions of the Quadi and Marcomanni, the irri-
tated emperor resolved to reduce their country
into the form of a province. His designs were
disappointed by death, This formidable league,
"however, the only one that appears in the two
first centuries of the imperial history, was ens

* The Marcomanui, & colony, who, from the banks of the Riior, oc.
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ecupied Bohemis and Moravix, hed once erected 2 greataud formidable,

monarchy vader their king Marobodos.  See Strabo, I wli. Vell.
Pat. ii, 106, Tacit. Apnal. 1, 63,

® Mr. Waiton (History of Romte, p. 169) increnses the probibiton ia
ten times the distunce, His reasoping Is specious, but not conclusive,
Five miles were snficlent for « fortified barrier.

« Diog, I. Ixxi and lxxii,
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tire.y dissipated, without leaving any tracea he-
hind 1n Germany.

In the course of this introductory chapter, we
have confined ourselves to the general outlines
of the manners of Germany, without attemptiog
to describe or to distinguish the various tribes
which filled that great country in the time of
Ceesar, of Tacitus, or of Ptolemy. As the an-
cient, or a8 new tribes successively present
themselves in the series of this history, we shall
concisely mention their origin, their situation,
and their particular character. Modern na-
tions are fixed and permanent societies, com-
nected among themselves by laws and govern-
ment, bound to their native soil by'arts and
agriculture. The German tribes were voluntary
and fluctuating associations of soldiers, almost
of savages. The same territory often changed
its inhabitants in the tide of conquest and emi-
gration. The same communities, uniting in a
plan of defence or invasion, bestowed a new
title on their new confederacy. The dissolu-
tion of an ancient confederacy, restored to the
independent tribes their peculiar but long for-
gotten appellation. A victorious state often
communicated its own name to a vanquished
people. Sometimes crowds of volunteers flock-
ed from all parts to the standard of a favourite
leader; his camp becametheir country,and some
circumstance of the enterprise soon gave a com-
mon denomination to the mixed multitude. "FThe
distinctions of the ferocious invaders were per-
petually varied by themselves, and confound-
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ed by the astonished subjects of the Roman CHAP,

empire.’ orrrrrnre
Wars, and the administration of public affairs, Nuabes.

are the principal subjects of history; but the

number of persons interested in these busy

scened, is very different, according to thedifferent

condition of mankind. Ingreat monarchies, mil-

lions of obedient subjects pursue their useful oc-

cupations in peace and obscurity. The attention

of the writer, as well as of the reader, is solely

confined to & court, a capital, a regular army,

and the districts which happen to be the occa-

sional scene of military operations. But a state

of freedom and barbarisma, the season of civil

comamotions, or the sitnation of petty republics,’

raises almost every member of the coinmunity

into action, and consequently into notice. The

Irregular divisions, and the restless motions, of

the people of Germany, dazzle our imagination,

and seem to multiply their numbers. The pro-

fuge enumeration of kings and warriors, of ar-

mies and nations, inclines us to forget that the

same objects are continually repeated under a

variety of appellations, and that the most splen-

did appellations have been frequently lavished

on the most inconsiderable objects.

T Bee un excellent dissertaticn on the origin and migrations of ma-
tions ; in the Memoires de I"Acsdemie des Inseriptions, tom, xviii, p.
48-71. It ia seldom l.hnt the antiquarinn aod the philosopher are so
bappily blended.

* Should we suspect that Athens contained onty 31,000 citizens, and
Sparta ne more than 39,0007 See Heme and Wallace on the nnmher
of-maankind in encient and modern times
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CHAP. X.

The emperors Decius, Gallus, Lmilianws, Vale
rian ard Gallienus.—The general irruption of
the barbarians—The thirty tyrants.

CHAP. FROM the great secular games celebrated by
womeveress Philip to the death of the emperor Ga.l].lenus,
Tuem. there elapsed twenty years of shame and mis-
sbject. fortune. During that calamitous period, every
3ts > instant of time was marked, every province of
the Roman world was afflicted, by barbarous in-
vaders and military tyrants, and the ruined em-
pire seemed to approach the last and fatal mo
ment of its dissolution. The confusiorn of the
times, and the scarcity of authentic memorials,
oppose equal difficulties to the historian, who at-
tempts to preservea clear and unbroken thread
of narration. Surrounded with imperfect frag-
ments, always concise, often obscure, and some-
times contradictory, he is reduced to collect, to
compare, and to conjecture : and though he
ought never to place his conjectures in the rank
of facts, yet the knowledge of human nature,
and of the sure operation of its fierce and une
restrained passions, might, on some occasions,
supply the want of historical materials.
ge;ﬁ?;: There is not, for instance, any difficolty in
conceiving, that the successive murders of so
many emperors had loosened all the ties of alle-
giance between the prince :'mEI people; that all
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the generals of Philip were disposed to imitate c#ar,
the examnple of their master; and that the ca-....._.,,
priceof armies, long since habituated to frequent

and violent revolutions, might every day raise to

the throne the most obscure of their fellow-sol-

diers. History can only add, that the rebellion
against the emperor Philip hroke out in the
summer of the year two hundred and forty-nine,

among the legions of Mzsia; and that a subal-

tern officer* named Marinus, was the object of

their seditious choice, Philip was alarmed. He
dreaded lest the treason of the Masian army
should prove the first spark of a general confla-
gration. Distracted with the consciousness of

his guilt and of his danger, he communicated

the intelligence to the senate. A gloomy si-

lence prevailed, the effect of fear, and perhaps

of disaffection: till at length Decius, one of the geryices,
assembly, aysuming a spirit worthy of his noblejory 4ri
extraction, ventured to discover more int‘repidi-{;*e!:r:;._
ty than the emperor seeméd to possess, HerorDecim
treated the whole business with contempt, aga™ ™ ne.
hasty and inconsiderate tumult, and Philip’s ri-

val as a phantom of royalty, who in a very few
days would be destroyed by the same incon-
stancy that had created him. The speedy com-
pletion of the prophecy inspired Philip with a

Just esteem for so able a counsellor; and De-

cius appeared to him the only person capable
ofurestoring peace and discipline to an army,’
whose tumultuous spirit did not immediately

" * The expression tsed by Zosimis and Zomaras may siguify that
Murinos carnmanded a centliy, 8 cohort, of a legion,

VOL. L. ce
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ceap subside after the murder of Marinus. Decius,

L

X " who long resisted his ewn nomination, seems to

have insinuated the danger of presenting a lea-
der of merit, to the angry and apprehensive
minds of the soldiers; and his prediction was
again confirmed by the event. 'The legions of
Meesia forced their judge to become their ac-
complice. They left him only the alternative of
death or the purple. His subsequent conduct,
after that decisive measure, was unavoidable,
He conducted or followed his army to the con-
fines of Italy, whither Philip, collecting all his
force to repel the formidable competitor whom
he had raised up, advanced to meet him, The
imperial troops were superior in number;* but
the rebels formed an army of veterans, com-
manded by an able and experienced leader.
Pbilip was either killed in the battle, or put to
death a few days afterwards at Verona. His
son and associate in the empire was massacred
at Rome by the prétorian guards ; and the vic-
torious Decius, with more favourable ecircum-
stances than the ambition of that age canusually
plead, was universally acknowledged by the se-

- nateand provinces. Itis reported, that, imme-

diately after his reluctant acceptance of the title

Hie birth at Babaliz, a Little village in Pannonls {(Eatrop. ix. Ve
tor In Ceesarib. epitom.), seems to contradict, unless it was merely nc-
cidental, bis supposed descent from the Decii.  Six huodred yesrs had
bestowed nobility on the Decii ; but st the commencement of that pe-
riod, they were oply plebeians of merit, snd armong the first who shured
the consulahip with the baughty vatricians, Plebeie Deciorum anirom,
&c. Juveonl, Sat, vili 356 Hee the spirited speech of Decion, in
Livy, x, %, 10, >
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of Augustus, he had assured Philip by a private ouarp.

message, of his innocence and loyalty, solematy _*

.
F Yy

protesting, that on his arrival in ftaly, he would
resign the imperial ornameuts, ang.return to the
condition of an obedientsubject, Hisprefessions
might- be sincere; but in the situation where
fortune bad placed him, it wns scarcely possible
that he could either forgive or be forgiven.:

The emperor Decius had- emplloyed a few Hemurch

months in the works of peace and the admi-fﬁ': f;i:;::,

mistration of juatice, when he wassummoned to
the basks of the Danubeé by the ipvasion of the
Gothy; This is the frst considerable occasion
in which history mentions that great people,
who afterwards broke the Roman power, sack-
ed the capitol, and reigned in Gaul, Spain, and
Italy. So memorable was-the part which they
acted in the subversion of the Western empire,
that the name of Goths-is frequently, but impro-
perly; used as a general appellation of rude and
warlike barbarism.

A. D, 200,

In the beginnivg of the sixth century, and Criginuf

the Gathe

after the conquest of Italy, the Goths, in pos-from Scan

session of present greatness, very naturally in-
dulged themselves in the prospect of past and
of:future glory, They wished to preserve the
momory of their ancestors, and to transmit to
posterity their own acbievements, The princi-
pal minister of the eourt of Ravenna, the learn-
ed.-Cassjodorus, gratified the inclination of the
conquerors in a Gethic histary, which consisted

. Zosimus, 1, 1, p. 30. Zonaras, L. xii, p. 524, Edit. Lovvre.
L]
cc?

dinavis,
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CHAP. of twelve books, now reduced to the imperfect
weerreeesabridgment of Jornandes.* These writers pas
sed with the most artful conciseness over the
misfortunes of the nation, celebrated its suc-
cessful valour, and adorned the triumph with
many Asiatic trophies, that more properly be-
longed to the people of Scythia. On the faith
of ancient songs, the uncertain, hut the only we-
morials of barbarians, they deduced the first
origin of the Goths from the vast island, or pe-
ninsula, of Scandinavia.® That extreme country
of the north was not unknown to the conquerors
of Ttaly : the ties of ancient consapguinity had
beenstrengthened by recent offices of friendship;
andaScandinavian king had cheerfullyabdicated
his savage greatness, that he might pass the re-
mainder of his days in the peaceful and polished
court of Ravenna.! Many vestiges, which can-
not be ascribed to the arts of popular vanity,
attest the ancient residence of the Goths in the
countries beyond the Baltic. From the time
of the geographer Ptolemy, the southern part of
Sweden seems to havecontinued in the possession
of theless enterprisingremnant of the nation,and
a large territory is even at present divided into
eant and west Gothland. During the middle ages
(from the ninth to the twelfth century), whilst
christianity wasadvancing with a slow proggess
into the north, the Goths and the Swedes com-
¢ Ree the prefaces of Camlodorus and Jornandes, It Is surprising I
that the Intier should be omitted in the excellent edltion pablished by
Oroting, of the Gothic writers.
¥ On the authority of Ablavins, Jarnandes quotes some old ﬂﬁh

cbronletes in verse. De Reb. Geticis, ¢, 6.
f Jorpaudes, ¢, 3.
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posed two distinct and sometimes hostile mem- cHar.
bers of the same monarchy.® The latter of these
two names has prevailed without extinguishing
the former. The Swedes, who might well be
satisfied with their own faine in arms, have in
every age claimed the kindred glory of the
Goths. In a moment of discontent against the
court of Rome, Charles the Twelfth insinuated,
that his victorious troops were not degenerated
from their brave ancestors, who bhad already
subdued the mistress of the world."

Till the end of the eleventh century, a cele-Relitionof
brated temple subsisted at Upsal, the most con-"* %
siderable town of the Swedes and Goths. It
was enriched with the gold which the Scandi-
navians had acquired in their piratical adven-
* tures, and sanctified by the uncouth represen-
tations of the three principal deities, the god of
war, the goddess of generation, and the god of
thunder. In the general festival, that was so-
lemnized every ninth year, nine animals of every
species (without excepting the human) were sa-
crificed, and their bleeding bodies suspended
in the sacred grove adjacent to the temple.

P Yy

* See in the Prolegamena of Grotius some large rxtracts from Adam
of Bremen, wod Enxo-Grammatiens. The former wrote in the year
1077, the latter fourished about the year I$00.

* Voltaire, Histoire de Charles 211, I iii, When the Anstrisgs de-*
sired the mid of the conrt of Rome against Grustavas Adolphus, they
xlways represented that coenqueror us the lineal anccessor of Alaric,
Harte's History of Gustavus, val. ii, p. 128,

' Bee Adam of Bremeu io Grotil Prolegomenis, p. 104. The temple
of Upsal was destroyed by Inge king of Sweden, who began his reigm

in
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cHAr. The only traces thet now subsist of this barba.
woronss,. TIC SUperstition are contained in the Edda, a
system of mythology, compiled in Iceland about
the thirteenth century, and studied by the leamn-
ed of Denmark and Sweden, as the most valu-
able remains of their ancient traditions.
Touits.  Notwithstanding the mysterious obscurity of
destsof the Edda, we can easily distinguish two persous
confounded under the name of Odin; the god of
war, and the great legislator of Scandipavia,
The latter, the Mahomet of the north, instituted
a religion adapted to the climate and to the
people. Numerous tribes on either side of the
Baltic were subdued by the invincible valour of
Odin, by his persuasive eloquence, and by the
fame which he acquired, of a most skilful ma-
gician. The faith that he had propagated dur-
ing a long and prosperons life, he confirmed by
a voluntary death. Apprehensive of the igno-
minious approach of disease and infirmity, he re-
solved toexpireasbecameawarrior. Inasolemn
assembly of the Swedes and Goths, he wounded
himself In nine mortal places, hastening away
(a8 he agserted with his dying voice) to prepare
the feast of heroes in the palace of the god of
wart ‘
Agreesble  The native and proper habitation of Odin is

bot nncer- |

tin hypo- distinguished by the appellation of Asgard.

:[-:e;?n;""'The happy resemblance of that name with
din,

in the yemr 1075, and abont fonrscore years aftererards a christizn cw-
thedral was erected on its ruins. See Dallin’s History of Swedcen, a
the Biblistheque Raisanée.

& Mallet, Jotroduction & I"Histoire do Dannemary.
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As-burg, or As-of, words of a singunlar signifi-
cation, has given rise to an historical system of
so pleasing a contexture, that we could almost
wish to persuade ourselves of its truth. Itis
supposed that Odin was the chief of a tribe of
barbarians which dwelton the banks of the lake
M:eotis, till the fall of Mithridates and the arms
of Pompey menaced the north with servitude.
That Odin, yielding with indignant fury to a
power which he was unable to resist, conduct-
ed his tribe from the frontiers of the Asiatic
Sarmatia into Sweden; with the great design of
forming, in that inaccessible retreat of freedom,
a religion and a people, which, in some reinote
age, might be subeervient to his immortal re-
venge ; when his invincible Goths, arnied with
martial fanaticism, should issue in numerons
swarms from the neighbourhood of the polas
circle, to chastise the oppressors of mankind.”

391
CHM-

P Y Y )

If 80 many successive generations of Gothsthmrxrr--h
e ol the

were capable ot'preservmg a faint tradition OfGatl:a

from Sean-

their Scandinavian origin, we must not expect, fnavis in.
from such unlettered barbarians, any distincttoFrusis.

! Mallet, .. s, p. 55, bas collected from Strabo, Pliny, Prolemy, and
Stephanos Byrantinus, the vestiges of roch u rity sod people,

™ This wonderful expedition of Odin, which, by deduring Lhie e
mity of ike Gotlia snd Komans from ao memorrble a canse, might awp-
ply thie aohie groundwork of an epic poem, bot cannot safrly be received
as authentic bistory, Accordiug to the obricus sense of the Edda, and
the interpretation of the moat skiffu) critics, As.gard, instend of de-
noting a real city of the Awiatic Sarmatin, is the fictiticus appellation
of the mystic abade of the gods, the Olympos of Scandinavia, from
whence the prophet was sopposed to deacend, when fie wnnounced bis
new religion to the Gothic nations, who were already seated in the
soatbern parts of Bweden.
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CHAP- account of the time and circumstances of therr
.,,,,,.,,,cmngrat.ton. To cross the Baltic was an easy

and natural attempt. The inhabitants of Swe-
den were masters of a sufficient nuraber of large
vessels, with oars,” and the distance is little
more than one hundred miles from Carlscroon
to the nearest ports of Powerania and Prussia.
Here, at length, we land on firm and historic
ground. At least as early as the christian era,®
and as late as the age of the Antonines,® the
Goths were established towards the mouth of
the Vistula, and in that fertile province where
the commercial cities of Thorn, Elbing, Kon-
ingsberg, and Dantzick, were long afterwards
founded.® Westward of the Goths, the nume-
rous tribes of the Vandals were spread along
the banks of the Oder, and the sea-coast of Po-
merania and Mecklenburg. A striking resem-
blance of manners, complexion, religion, and
language, seemed to indicate that the Vandals
and the Goths were originally one great people.”
The latter appear to have been subdivided into

8 Tacit. Germsnin, ¢ 44,

¢ Tacit. Aomal. i, 69. If we could yicld a firm nseent to the nange.
tions of Pytheas of Marmtilles, we mast aliow that the Goths had passed
the Baltic at ieast three hundred yean before Chilat.

* Prolemy, 1. il

* By the German colonies, who followed the arms of the Teutonie
koights, The cooguest and conversion of Prussia were compieted by
those adventarers in the thirleeuth century.

' Plivy (Hist Natur. iv, 14} and Procopins (in Bell. Vandal. L. §, &
1} agree i this opinion. They lived in distunt ages, and possessed
different means of investigating the truih.
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Ostrogoths, Visigoths, and Gepide. The dis- cHar.
tinction among the Vandals was more strongly..........
marked by the independent names of Heruli, -
Burgundians, Lombards, and a variety of other
petty states, many of which, in a future age,
expanded themselves into powerful monarchies.

In the age of the Antonines, the Goths were From
still seated in Prussia. About the reign of Alex-w";ﬁ'
ander Severus, the Roman proviuce of Dacia Ukraine.
had already experienced their proximity by fre-
quent and destructive inroads.® In this inter-
val, therefore, of about seventy years, we must
place the second migration of the Goths from
the Baltic to the Euxine; but the cause that
produced it lies concealed among the various
motives which actuate the conduct of nusettled
barbarians, Either a pestilence, or a famine,

a victory, or a defeat, an oracle of the gods, or
the eloquence of a daring leader, were sufficient
to impel the Gothic arms on the milder climates
vfthe south. Besides the influence of a martial
religion, the numbers and spirit of the Goths
were equal to the most dangerous adventures.

¢ The Ostro aod Fard, the eastern and western Goths, obtained those
denominations from their original seats iy Gecandinavin In ail their
fotore marches and settlements, they preserved with theiv names, the
same relative sitnatico. When they fint departed from Sweden, the
fofant colony was eontaived in three vessels. The third beinga beary
sailer, lagged beltind, and the crew, which afterwards swelled into w
nation, received, from that circomataoce, the appeliation of Gepide, or
loiterers. Jornandes, c, 17.

t See A fragment of Peter Patricing in the Excerpta Legationum ;
and with regard to its probable date, see Tillemont, Hist, des Empe-
renrs, tom. iii, p. 46
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cHAP. The use of round bucklers and short swords
X. . .

ecoereree..TEDdered them formidable in a close engage-
-ment; the manly obedience which they yielded
to hereditary kings, gave uncommon union and
stability to their councils;® and the renowned
Amala, the hero of that age, and the tenth an-
cestor of Theodoric, king of Italy, enforced, by
the ascendant of personal merit, the prerogative
of his birth, which he derived fromn the anses, or
demi-gods of the Gothic nation.”

The Go- The fame of a great enterprise excited the

Incremses Dravest warriors from all the Vandalic states of

il Germany, many of whom are seen a few years
afterwards combating under the common stand-
ard of the Goths’ The firsi motions of the
emigrants carried them to the bank of the Pry
pec,a river universally conceived by tbe ancients
to be the soutbern branch of the Borysthenes.®
The windings of that great stream through the
plains of Poland and Russia gave a direction to
their line of march, and a constant supply of fresh
water and pasturage to their numerous herds of

* Omoinm tsrmm geotium iosigne, rotonda seuta, breves gladii, «¢
CTES Teges ubteqnmrﬂ. Tacit Germania, e. £43. The Gnth.l probably
scquired their iron by thc commerce of amber.

* Jarnandes, c. 18, 14,

¥ The Heruli, and the Uregund or Burznndi are pﬂrticnilr!y
mentioned. See Mascon's History of the Germans, 1, v. A passsge
in the Augnstan history, p. 28, seems to alinde to this great emigra-
tion. The Marcomennic war was partly occusioned by ihe presanre
of barbarous tribes, mho fled before the sirms of more northern bar-
barans.

* DrAnvifte, Geograplifc Aneiéone, snd the third part of bis incom-
parsble map of Earope,
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cattle. They followed the unknown course of cHAP.
the river, confident in their valour, and careless.., ...,
of whatever power might oppose their progress.

The Bastarnz and the Venedi were the first who
presented themselves; and the flower of their
youth, either from choiceor compulsion, increas-

ed the Gothic army. The Bastarn® dwelt on the
northern side of the Carpathian mountains: the
immense tract of land that separated the Bas-

tarne from the savages of Finland was possess

ed, or rather wasted, by the Venedi:* we have

some reason to believe that the first of these na-

tions, which distinguished itself in the Macedo-

nian war,” and was afterwards divided into the
formidable tribes of the Peucini, the Borani, the
Carpi, &c. derived its origin from the Germans.

With better authority, a Sarmatian extraction

may be assigued to the Venedi, who rendered
themselves so famous in the middie ages.® DBut Distincti-

. cuof Qe
the confusion of blood and mannpers on thatmansand

doubtful frontier often perplexed the most accu- e+
rate observers. Asthe Goths advanced near
the Euxine sea, they encountered a purer race of
Sarmatians, the Jazyges, the Aleni, and the
Roxolani ; and they were probably the first Ger-
mans who saw the moutbs of the Borysthenes,

and of the Tanais. If we inquire into the cba-

* Tacit. Germanin, ¢. 46,

t Clnver. Germ, Autiqns, 1. iil, e. d8.

¢ The Venedi, the Siasi, and the Antes, were the three great tribes
of the same people, Joroandes, . 24.

“ Tacitna most assuredly deserves that fitle, and even bis enutlons
srpense i & proof of his diligent ipquiries.
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racteristic marks of thepeople of Germany and of
Sarmatia, we shall discover that those two great
portions of human kind were principally dis-
tinguished by fixed huts or moveable tents, by
a close dress, or flowing garments, by the mar-
riage of one or of several wives, by a military
force, consisting, for the most part, either of in-
fantry or cavalry; and, above all, by the use of
the Teutonic, or of the Sclavonian language, the
last of which has been diffused, by conquest,
from the confines of Italy to the neighbourhood
of Japan.

The Goths were now in possession of the
Ukraine, a country of considerable extent and
uncommon fertility, intersected with navigable
rivers, which from either side discharged tbem-
selves into the Borysthenes, and iuterspersed
with large and lofty forests of oaks. The plenty
of game and fish, the innumerable bee-hives de-
posited in the hollow of old trees, and in the ca-
vities of rocks, and forming, even in that rude
age, u valuable brauch of commerce, the size of
the cattle, the temperature of the air, the aptness
of the soil for every species of grain, and the
Iuxuriancy of the vegetation, all displayed the
liherality of nature, and tempted the industry of
man.* But the Goths withstood all these temp-
tations, and still adhered to a life of idleness, of
poverty, and of rapine.

* Genealogical Histary of the Tartars, p, 503.  Mr. Bell. (vol. i, po
370} traveraed the Ukraine in his jorriey from Petersburgh 1o Cone
stantinople.  The modern face af the country is a just representation
of tite ancient, since, in the hands of the Consacks, it $1U) resnaion in a
state of nature.
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The Scythian hordes, which, towards the cHAp.
east, bordered on the new settlements of the X

EL e r Y

Goths, presented nothing to their arms, exceptTue Goths
the doubtful chance of an unprofitable victory. feade te
But the prospect of the Roman territories wagproviuces
far more alluring ; and the fields of Dacia were
covered with rich harvests, sown by the hands
of an industrions, and exposed to be gathered
by those of a warlike, people. Itis probable,
that the conquests of Trajan, maintained by his
successors, less for any real advantage, than for
ideal dignity, had contributed to weaken the
empire on that side. The new and unsettbed
province of Dacia was neither strong enough to
resist, nor rich enough to satiate, the rapacious-
ness of the barbarians. As long as the remiote
banks of the Niester were considered as the
boundary of the Roman power, the fortifications
of the Lower Danube were more carelessly
guarded, and the inhabitants of Masia lived in
supine security, fondly conceiving themselves at
an inaccessible distance from any barbarian in-
vaders. The irruptions of the (roths, nnder
the reign of Philip, fatally convinced them of
their mistake. The king, or leader of that fierce
nation, traversed with contempt the province of
Dacia, and passed both the Niester and the
Danube without encountering any opposition
capable of retarding his progress. The relax-
ed discipline of the Roman troops betrayed the
moat iinportant posts, where they were station-
ed, and the fear of deserved punishment in-
duced great numbers of them to enlist under
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ciap. the Gothiestandard. The various multitude of
X Larbarians appeared, at length, under the walls
of Marciancpolis, a city built by Trajan in
honour of his sister, and at that time the capital
of the second Mesia,! The inhabitants consent-
ed to ransom their lives and property, by the
paynient of a large swp of money, and the inva-
ders retreated back into their deserts, animated
rather thansatisfied, with thefirst successof their
arms against an opulent but feeble country. In-
telligence was soon transmitted to the emperor
Decius, that Cniva, king of the Goths, had pass-
ed the Danube a second time, with more consi-
derable forces; that his numerous detachments
scattered devastation overthe province of Masia,
whbilst the main body of the army, consisting of
seventy thousand Gennans and Sarmatians, a
force equal to the niost daring achievements, re-
quired the presence of the Roman monarch, and

the exertion of liis military power.
Varous  Decius found the Goths engaged before Ni-
el of ~copolis, on the Jatrus, one of the many monu-
T oo, Ments of Trajan’s victories.® On his approach
they raised the siege, but witls a design only of
marching away to a conquest of greater unport-

f In the sixteenth chepter of Jornandes, instead of mwomdo Mmsiam,
we may vemiure to sobslitnte seexndam, the second Mmdia, of which
Marcisuepolis was certainly the capital {see Hierociea de Prowinciix,
and Wessling ad locim, p. 630, Nenerar.) It is sorprising bow
this palpable error of the scribe could escape the judicious carrection
uf Grotius,

* Tho place o still calied Nitop, The little atrewm, 0n wiiose banka

it stood, fails into Uie. Daoube [*Avville, Oeographic Ancienns,
lom., i, p. 307
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ance, theusiege of Philippopolis, a city of Thrace, crar.
founded by the father of Alexander, near the'mf‘m

foot of mount Hemus.* Decius followed them
through a difficuit country, and by forced
marches; but when he imagined himself at a
considerable distance from the rear of the Goths,
Chniva turned with rapid fury on his pursuers.
The camp of the Romans was surprised and pil-
laged, and, for the first time, their emperor fled
in disorder before a troop of half armed barba-
rians. After a long resistance, Philippopolis,
destitute of succour, was taken by storm. A
hundred thousand persons are reported to have
been massacred in the sack of that great city.!
Many prisoners of consequence became a valu-~
able accession to the spoil ; and Priscus, a bro-
ther of the late emperor Philip, blushed not to
assume the purple under the protection of the
barbarous enemies of Rome.* The timne, how-
ever, consumed in that tedious siege, enabled
Decius to revive the courage, restore the disei-
pline, and recruit the numbers of his treops.
He intercepted several parties of Carpi, and
other Germans, who were hastening to share the
victory of their countrymen,' intrusted tlie passes
of the mountains to officers of approved valour
and fidelity, repaired and strengthened the for-

& Biephao. Bymnt, de Urbibos, p. 740, Wesaeling Itenerar. p, 136,
Zonwws, by su odd mistake, ascribes the foundation of Plilippopolis
to the mmediate predeccssar of Deciun

! Ammian, xxxi, &. x Aurel, Victor. ¢. 20,
! Pictoria carpice, on some medals of Decins, iminuate these adran.
tages.

™ Clandins {who aftetwards reigned with a0 much ;Iory)‘m

posted o the pam of Thermopyim with 200 Dordanishs, 100 heavy
and
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crAp tifications of the Danube, and exerted his ut-
most vigilance to oppose either the progress or
the retreat of the Gouths, Encouraged by the
return of fortune, he anxiously waited for an
opportunity to retrieve, by a great and decisive
biow, his own glory, and that of the Roman
arms.*
Decinsree At the same time when Decius was struggling
Taate with the violence of the tempest, his mind,
censorin calm and deliberate amidst the tumuit of war,
e
o Valew investigated the more general causes, that,
" gince the age of the Antonines, had so impetu-
ously urged the decline of the Roman great-
ness, He soon discovered that it was impos-
sible to replace that greatness on a permanent
basis, without restoring puhlic virtue, ancient
principles and manners, and the oppressed ma-
jesty of the laws. To execute this noble but
arducus design, he first resolved to revive the
obsolete office of censor; an office, which, as
long as it had subsisted in its pristine integrity,
had g0 much contributed to the perpetuity of the
state,” tillitwasusurped and graduvally neglected

P L

and 100 tight horse, 60 Cretan arclers, and 1000 weil armed recroits.
Bee wn originel ietter from the emperor to Lis officer, in the Angustan
history, p. 300.

* Jormandes, c. 18-18. Zoaimus, 1, i, p. 13, Io the geeral ae-
count of flis war, it is easy to diacover tie apposite prejudices of
the Gotlic aud the Orecing writer, 1o curelemanews alone they are
atike,

* Montesquien, Grandenur et Decudence den Romalm, e, viii. He
illmstrates the nature snd use of the ceusorship witl his wigal ibgenaliy,
snd with yocommon precision

1
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by the Casars? Conscious that the favour of
the sovereign may confer power, but that the
esteem of the people can alone bestow authority,
he submitted the choice of the censor to the un-
biassed voice of the senate. By their unanimous
votes, or rather acclamations, Valerian, who
was afterwards emperor, and who then served
with distinction in the army of Decius, was de-
clared the most worthy of that exalted Lonour.
As soon as the decree of the senate was trans-
mitted to the emperor, he assembled a great
council in his camp, and, before the investiture
of the censor elect, he apprised him of the
difficulty and importauce of his great offiec.
“ Happy Valerian,” said the prince to his dis-
tinguished subject, « happy in the general ap-
“ probation of the senate and of the Rowman re-
“ public! Accept the censorship of mankind ;

*¢ and judge of our manners. You will sclect
¢ those who deserve to continue members of the
‘¢ senate; you will restore the equestrian order
- ¢ toits ancient splendour; you will improve the
“ revenue, yet moderate the public burdens.
“ You will distinguish into regular classes the
‘¢ various and infinite multitude of citizens, and
“ accurately review the military strength, the
¢ wealth, the virtue, and the resources of Rome,
“ Your decisions shall obtain the force of laws.
« The army, the palace, the ministers of justice,

* Vespasian and Titns were the last censors (Pliny Hiat. Natar, vii,
40. Censorings de Die Nstali). The modesty of Trajan refused an
Bononr whick Le deserved, wud his example hecame o faw to tle Au
tonimes. See Pliny’s Pancgyrie, ¢, 43 and 60.
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“ and the great officers of the empire are all
“ subject to your tribunal. None are exempt-
* ed, excepting only the ordinary consuls,® the
“ prefect of the city, the king of the sacrifices,
‘“ and (as long as she preserves her chastity in-
“ violate) the eldest of the vesfal virgins. Even
“ these few, who may not dread the severity,
« will anxiously solicit the esteem, of the Ro-
“ man censor.”™

A magistrate, invested with such extensive
powers, would have appeared not so much the
minister as the colleague of his sovereign.
VYalerian justly dreaded an elevation so full of
envy and of suspicion. He modestly urged the
alarming greatness of the trust, his own insuf-
ficiency, and the incurable corruption of the
times. He artfully insinuated, that the office of
censor wasinseparable froin the imperial dignity,
and that the feeble hands of a subject were un-
equal to the support of such an immense weight
of cares and of power.! The approaching event
of war soon put an end to the prosecution of &
project so specious but so impracticable; and
whilst it preserved Valerian from the danger,
saved the emperor Decius from the disappoint-
ment which would most probably have attended

4 Yei, In spite of tht exemption, Pompey sppeared before that tria
banal duriog bis consnlship. The occasion indeed was equally singn-
lar and bonourable. Platurch in Pomp. p. 630.

T Bee the criginal speech, in the Angustan Hist, p. 178, 174,

! This transaction might deceive Zonaras, who supposes that Vale.
rian was actusliy declared the colleagne of Decins, 1. i, p. 635

* Hlit. August. p. 174 The emperor's reply is omitted.
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it. A censor may maintain, he can nevet restore,
the morals of a state. It is impossible for such
a dgistrate to exert his authority with benefit,
or even with effect, unless he i3 supported by o
qitick sense of honour and virtue in the minds of
the people; by a decent reverence for the public
opinion, ahd by a train of uveful prejudices com-
bating on the side of national manners. Ina
period when these principles are annihilated,
the censorial jurisdiction must either sink into
empty pageantry, or be converted into a partial
instrument of vexatious oppression.” It was
easier to vanquish the Goths, thau to eradicate
the public vices; yet, even in the first of these
enterprises, Decius lost his army and his life.
The Goths were now on every side surrounded
and pursued by the Roman arms. The flower
of their troops had perished in the long siege of
Philippopolis, and the exhausted country could
no longer afford subsistence for the reinaining
ipultitude of licentious barbarians. Reduced to
this extremity, the Goths would gladly have
purchased, by the surrender of all their booty
dand prisoners, the permission of an undisturbed
retreat. But the emperor, confident of victory,
and resolving, by the chastisement of these in-
vaders, to strike a salutary terror into the na-
tions of the north, refused to listen to any
terms of accommodation. The high spirited bar-
barians preferred death to slavery. An obscure

% Hgpch as the avtempts of Angustus towards a retosmeation of hso-
ners. Tueit Aooval, ifi, .
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cHAP. town of Masia, called Forum Terebronii,” was
esecereensthe 8cene of the battle. The Gothic army was
drawn up in three lines, and, either from choice

or accident, the front of the third line was co-
vered by a morass. In the beginning of the
action, the son of Decius, a youth of the fairest
hopes, and already associated tv the honours of

the purple, was slain by an arrow, 1 the sight

of his afflicted father; who, summoning all his
fortitude, admonished the dismayed troops, that

the loss of a single soldier was of little import.

ance to the republicy The conflict was ter-
rible ; it was the comhat of despair against grief

and rage. The first line of the Goths at length

gave way in disorder; the second, advancing to
sustain it, shared its fate; and the third only
remained entire, prepared-to dispute the passage

- of the morass, which was imprudentlyattempted

by the presumption of the enemy. *“ Here the
 fortune of the day turned, and all things' be-

“ came adverse to the Romans: the place deep

“ with ooze, sinking under those whe stood,

“ slippery to such as advanced; their armour

*“ heavy, the waters deep; nor could they wield,

“ in that uneasy situation, their weighty jave.

: “ lins, The barbarians, on the contrary, were
’ “ enured to encounters in the bogs, their per-
“ sons tall, their spears long, such as could

‘¥ Tillemont, Histoire des Empereurs, ton. iii, p. 605, As Zosimos
and soms of iis followers mistake the Dranube for the Taoaie, they place
the feld of battle in the plains of Scytlia.

¥ Anreling Victor allows two distinet actions for the deaths of 1y tw o
Decii; bat I bave preferred the account of Jomandes,
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¢ wound at a distance.”* In this morass the
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Roman army, after an ineffectual struggle, was..........

irrecoverably lost; nor could the body ef the
emperor ever be found. Such was the fate of
Decius, in the fiftieth year of his age; an ac-
complished prince, active in war, and affable
in peace;* who, together with his son, has de-
served to be compared, Loth in life and death,
with the brightest examples of ancient virtue.
This fatal blow humbled, for a very little time,
the insolence of the legions. They appear to
have patiently expected, and submissively obey-
ed, the decree of the senate which regulated the
succession to the throne. From a just regard
for the memory of Decius, the imperial title
was conferred ou Hostilianus, bis only surviv-
ing son ; but an equal rank, with more effectual
power, was granted to Gallus, whose expe-
rience and ability seemed equal to the great
trust of guardian to the young prince and the
distressed empire.* The first care of the new
emperor was to deliver the Iliyrian provinces

* I bave ventored to copy from Tacitns (Anmal i, 64) the pic-
ture of a similer engagement between a Roman army and & German
tribe,

* Jorpandes, ¢, 18, Zosimus, 1, 1, p. 23, Zonnras, 1. xil, p. 027,
Aurelica Vietor.

b The Decii were killed before the epd of the yeer two hundred and
Blty-one, sinee the new princes took pomention of the consalibip on the
epsuing caiends of January.

© Hist. Augusi, p. 223, gives them a very honourable place among
the small comber of good emperom who reigned between Augustus
and Diocletian.

¢ Hwe ubi patres comperere..s.,...decernunt. Victor in Cam
saribus.

Election

of Galins,
. p. 351,
December

¥
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CHAP. from the intolerable weight of the victorious
oo, Goths, He consented to leave in their hands
a.n 252 the rich fruits of their invasion, an immense
booty, and, what was still more disgraceful, a
great number of prisoners of the highest merit
Beteestof and quality. He plentifully supplied their camp
with every conveniency that could assuage their
angry spirits, or facilitate their so much wished
for departure; and he even promised topaythem
arnuaily a large suin of gold, on condition they
should never afterwards infest the Roman terri-

tories hy their incursions.*
Gallns In the age of the Scipios, the most opulent
purchues | inos of the earth, who courted the protection

peace by . A A
the pay- of the victorious commonwealth, were gratified

anmual o with such trifling presents as could only derive
bute- 2 valne from the hand that bestowed them; an
1vory chair, a coarse garment of purple, en in-
considerable piece of plate, or a quantity of cop-
per coin.' After the wealth of nations had cen-
tered in Rome, theemperorsdisplayed theirgreat-
ness, and even their-policy, by the regular exer-
cise of a steady and moderate liberality towards
the allies of the state. They relieved the poverty
of the barbarians, honoured their merit, and
recompensed their fidelity, These voluntary
marks of bounty were understood to flow, not
from the fears, but merely from the generosity

* Zonaras, 1. xii, p. 688,

T A sella, a tega, and u golden palera of Gve ponnds welght, were uc-
eepted with joy and gratitude by the weallby king of Egypt, (Livy,
xxvii, 4}  Qui milliz #ris, 2 weight of copper, in value nhont eighteen
pounds sterling, was tite osnal preseut made to foreign smbassadom.
(Livy, xxxi, 9)
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or the gratitude of the Romans; and whilst pre- cHar.
gents and subsidies were liberally distributed ,,,,f,,,,
amnong friends and suppliants, they were sternly
refused to such as claimed them as a debts

But this stipulation of an annual payment to a Popolar
victorious enemy, appeared without disguise in test.
the light of an ignominious tribute; the minds
of the Romans were not yet accu‘e‘.omed to ac-
cept such unequal laws from a tribe of barba-
rians; and the prince, who by & necessary con-
cession had probably saved his country, became
the object of the general contempt and aversion.
The death of Hostilianus, though it happened
in the midst of a raging pestilence, was inter-
preted as the personal crime of Gallus;* and
even the defeat of the late emperor was ascribed
by the voice of suspicion to the perfidious coun-
sels of his hated successor.!! The tranquillity
which the empire enjoyed during the first year of
his administration* served rather to inflame thau
to appease the public discontent; and, as soon
as the apprehensions of war were removed, the
infamy of the peace was more deeply and more
sensibly felt.

* See the firmness of & Roman general 5o late us the time of Alexan-
der Severns, in the Excerpts Legationum, p. 25, edit, Louvre.

* For the plague, see Jormandes, c. 19, and Vicior It Caserl-
bra

* These Improhuble nccnsations ure alleged by Zosimns, 1, 1, p. 28,
M.

* Jorpandes, ¢. 19. The Gothic writer at kenst ohserved the pexce
which his victorions eqnotrymen had sworn o Gallua,
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But the Romans were irritated to a still higher

, .,.f.',.,.degree, when they discovered that they had

Yictory
und revolt
of Emili
mnua,

A D. 258,

not even secured their repose, though at the
expence of their honour. The dangerous se-
cret of the wealth and weakness of the empire
had been revealed to the world. New swarms
of barbarians, encouraged by the success, and
not conceiving themselves bound by the obli-
gation, of their brethren, spread devastation
through the Illyrian provinces, and terror as
far as the gates of Rome, The defence of the
monarchy, which seemed abandoned by the
pusillanimecus emperor, was assumed by Zmi-
lianus, governor of Pannonia and Masia; who
rallied the scattered forces, and revived the
falnting spirits of tbe troops.” The barbarians
were unexpectedly attacked, routed, chased,
and pursued beyond the Danube. The vic-
torious leader distributed as a donative the
money collected for the tribute, and the ac-
clamations of the soldiers proclaimed bim em-
peror on the field of battle.! Gallus, who, care-
less of the general welfare, indulged himself
in the pleasures of Italy, was almost in the same
instant informed of the success, of the revolt, and
of the rapid approach of his aspiring lieutenarit.
He advanced to meet him as far as the plains of
Spoleto. When the armies came in sight of each
other, the soldiers of Gallus compared the ig-
nominious conduct of their sovereign with the
glory of his rival. They admired the valour of
Amilianus; they were attracted by his liberality,

Zosimns, {, i, p, 25, 36,
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for he offered a considerable mcrease of pay to
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all deserters.® 'The murder of Gallus, and of ... .'....

his son Volusianus, put an end to the civil war;

aud the senate gave a legal sanction to the rights
of conquest. 'The letters of Amilianus to that
assembly displayed a mixture of moderation
and vanity. He assured them, that he should
resign to their wisdom the civil administration;
and, contenting himself with the quality of their
general, would in a short time assert the glory
of Rome, and deliver the empire from all the
barbarians both of the north and of the east®
His pride was flattered by the applause of the
senate; and medals are still extant, representing
him with the name and attributes of Hercules
the victor, and Mars the avenger.”

If the new monarch possessed the abilities, he
wanted thetime necessary tofulfil these splendid
promises. Less than four months intervened
between his victory and his fall.> He had van-
quished Gallus; he sunk under the weight of a

competitor more formidable than Gallus. That
unfortunate prince had sent Valerian, already
distinguished by the honourable title of censor,
to bring the legions of Gaul and Germany® to his
aid. Valerian executed that commission with
zeal and fidelity ; and as he arrived too late to

® Y¥ictor in Casaribus., ® Zoparws, 1. xii. p. 688,

© Banduri Numismata, p. 91.

* Eairopies, 1. ix, c. 6, says tertic meuse. Eusebios omits this
Lapreror,

% Zosimus, 1. i, p. 28.  Euotropios apd Victor station Valering's srmy
ia Rielia.
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save his sovereign, he resolved to revenge him,
The troopsof A milianus,who still lay encamped
in the plains of Spoleto, were awed by the sanc-
tity of his character, but much more by the su-
perior strength of his army; and as they were
nowbecome asincapable of personal attachment
as they had always been of constitutional prin-
ciple, they readily imbrued their hands in the
blood of a prince who so lately had been the ol-
ject of their partial choice. The guilt was theirs,
but the advantage of it was Valerian’s; who
obtained the possession of the throne by the
means indeed of a civil war, but with a degree
of innocence singular in that age of revolutions;
since he owed neither gratitude nor allegiance
to his predecessor, whom he dethroned.
Valerian was about sixty years of age* when
he was invested with the purple, not by the
caprice of the populace, or the clamours of the
army, but by the unanimous voice of the Ro
man world. In his gradual ascent tlirough the
honours of the state, he had deserved the favour
ofvirtuous princes, and had declared himself the
enemy of tyrants.® His noble birth, his mild
but unblemished manners, his learning, pru-
dence, and experience, were revered by the se-
nate and people; and if mankind (according to
the observation of an ancient writer) had been

T He was sbout seventy at the time of his aceesaian, or, au it is prore
probable, of his death, Hist. August. p, 178, Tillemont, Hist. da
Empereurs, tom, iii, p. 893, note I,

* Inimicns Tytannornm. Hist. August. p, I78. In the gloriona
strogele of the senste against Muximio, Valesian aeted & very spirited
part.  Hisk Augost. p. 136,
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left at liberty to choose a master, their choice
‘would most assuredly have fallen on Valerian.*
Perhaps the merit of this emperor was inade-
guate to his reputation; perhaps his ahilitics, or
at least his spirit, were affected by the languor
and coldness of old age. The consciousness of
his decline engaged him to share the throne with
a younger and more =active associate;* the
emergency of the times demanded 2 general no
less than a prince; and the experience of the
Roman censor might have directed hiin where
to bestow the imperial purple, as the reward of
military merit. But instead of making a2 judi-
cious ckoice, which would have confirmed his
reign, and endeared his memory, Valerian, con-
sulting only the dictates of affection or vanity,
immediately invested with the supreme honours
his son Gallienus, a youth whose effeminate vices
had been hitherto concealed by the ohscuxity of
a private station. The joint governmeut of the
father and the son subsisted about seven, and the
sole administration of Gallienus continued about
eight years. But the whole period was one un-
luterrupted geries of confusion and calamity,
As the Roman empire was at the same time,
and on every side, attacked by the blind fury of
foreign invaders, and the wild ambition of do-

¥ According to the distlnetlon of Vietor, Lie seems to Lave received
the title of Jmperaler from the wrmy, and Lhat of Augnstis from the
senate,

“ From Victor, aud from the medals, Tillemont {tom, iil, p, 710) very
“astly iofers, that Gallienus was associsted to the empire ahout the
month of Augnst of the year 253,
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CHAP mestic usurpers, we shall consult order and per-
spicuity, by pursuing, not so much the doubt-
ful arrangement®of dates, as the more natural
distribution of subjects. 'The wost dangerous
enemies of Rome, during the reigns of Valerian
Joroads of gnd Gallienus, were, 1. The Franks, 2. 'The
rmm.  Alemanni. 3. The Goths; and, 4. The Per
sians. Under thesegeneral appellations, we may
comprehend theadventurers of less considerable
tribes, whose obscure and uncouth names would
‘only serve to oppress the memory, and perplex
the attention of the reader.
Odgin = 1. Asthe posterity of the Franks compose one
deracy of of the greatest and most enlightened nations of
teFrsks B urope, the powers of learning and ingenuity
have been exhausted in the discovery of their
unlettered ancestors. 'To the tales of credulity
have succeeded the systems of fancy. Every
passage has been sifted, every spot has been
surveyed, that might possibly reveal some faint
traces of their origin. It has been supposed
that Pannonia,* that Gaul, that the northern
parts ofgGermany,” gave birth to that cele-
Lrated colony of warriors. At length the most
rational critics, rejecting the fictitious emigra-
tions of ideal conquerors, have acquiesced in a
sentiment whose simplicity persuades us of its

'y

Ll

* Yarions systems have been formed to explaic a difficnit passage in
Gregory of Tours, [, i, c. 9.

¥ The Gecgrapber of Ravenns, i, I1, by menticning Mawringexia sa
the copfines of Dicnmark, aa the ancient seat of the Frapka, gave Lirth
¢ an ingenious system of Leibuite
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truth.' They suppose that about the year two CRAP.
bundred and forty,* a new confederacy was,,,,,,,,,,

formed under the name of Franks, by the old
inhabitants of the Lower Rhine and the Weser.
The present circle of Westphalia, the fand-
graviate of Hesse, and the duchies of Brunswick
and Lunenburgh, were the ancient seat of the
Chauci, who, in their inaccessible morasses, de-
fied the Roman arms;* of the Cherusci, proud
of the fame of Arminius; of the Catti, formid-
able by their firm and intrepid infantry; and
of several other tribes of inferior power and re-
nown.® The love of liberty was the ruling
passion of these Germans; the enjoyment of it
their best treagure; the word that expressed that
enjoyment, the most pleasing to their ear. They
deserved, they assumed, they maintained the ho-
nourable epithet of Franks or freemen; which
concealed, though it did not extinguish, the
peculiar names of the several states of the con-
federacy.® Tacit consent, and mutual advan
tage, dictated the first laws of the union; it was
gradually cemented by habit and experience.
The league of the Franks may admit of some

* See Clover. Germanin Aotiqus, L lii, ¢. 20. M. Freret, in. the
Memoirea de I'Academie des Inscriptions, tom. xviil.
"’ Most probably under the relgn of Gordian, from an accidental ein
cumstange, fully eanvassed by Tillemont, tom, iii, p. 710, $18%..

-% Pfin, Hist. Natar. xvl, 1. The paaegyrists frequently allude to
the morastes of the Franks.

€ Tueit. Geroanin, c, B0, 37,

¢ In a rubsequent period, most of those old names are occuslonal
:’yrt_nentioned. See some vestiges of them In Cluver, Germ.  Antlq.
- i
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comparison with the Helvetic body; in which
every canton, retaining its independent sove-
reignty, consults with its brethren in the com-
mot cause, w:thout acknowledging the autho-
Tity of any supreme head, or representative as-
#embly.* But the principle of the two confede-
racies was extremely different. A peace of two
hundred years has rewarded the wise and honest
policy of the Swiss. An inconstant spirit, the
thirst of rapine, and a disregard to the most
solemn treaties, disgraced the cbaracter of the
Franks.

The Romans had long experienced the daring
valour of the people of Lower Germany. The
union of their strength threatened Gaul with a
more forrmidable invasion, and required the pre-
sence of Galllenus, the heir and colleague of
Impenal power.! Whilst that prince, and his
infant son Salonius, displayed, in the court of
Treves, the majesty of the empire, its armies
were ably conducted by their general Posthu-
mus, who, though be aﬁerwards' betrayed the
family of Valer:an was ever faitliful to the great
interest of the monarchy The treacherous lan-
guage of panegyrics and medals darkly an-
nounces a long series of victories. Trophies and
titles attest (if such evidence can attest) the fame
of Posthutnus, who is repeatedly styled tbe con-
queror of the Germans, and the saviour of Gaul®

* Simler de Repnblica Helvet, cum notls Faselln,

! Zosimaa, I, 1, p. 87.

M, de ‘Breqlu‘ny (in the hlemmm de i‘ladﬂme, tom. xwx) bad
given us a very corions life of Postbumus. A serles of the Angustan
kistory, from medals aud inscripticas, Las been wore than once plsawed,
axd i still muck wanted,
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But a single fact, the only one indeed of which
we have any distinct knowledge, erases, in a
great measure, these monuments of vanity and
adulation. The Rhine, though dignified with
the title of safeguard of the provinces, was an
imperfect barrier against the daring spirit of en-
terprise with which the Franks were actunated.
Their rapid devastations stretched from the ri-
ver to the foot of the Pyrenees: nor were they
stopped by those mountains. Spain, which had
never dreaded, was unable to resist, the inroads
of the Germans. During twelve years, the
greatest part of the reign of Gallienus, that opu-
lent country was the theatre of unequal and de-
structive hostilities. Tarragona, the flourish-
ing capital of a peaceful proviuce, was sacked
and almost destroyed ;* and so late as the days
of Orosius, who wrote in the fifth century,
wretched cottages, scattered amidst the ruins
of magnificent cities, still recorded the rage of
harbarians,! When the exhausted country no
longer supplied a variety of plunder, the Franks
seized on some vessels in the ports of Spain*
and transported themselves into Mauritania.
The distant province was astonished with the
fury of these barbarians, who seemned to fall

» Aurel, Victor, c. 38. Instead of Pans direplo, both the sense and
the expression require delete, thongh indeed, for different remsons,
it is alike dificult to correct the text of the best, und of the wonst,
writers. )

! In the time of Ansonius {the end of the fourth centuary) lerda, or
Lerida, was in a very ruinoos state {Anson. Epist. 12v, 5§), which pro-
bably was the consequence of thls invasion.

* Yalesiue In therefore mistaken in supposiag that the Fraghys bad
invaded Spain by ses.
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from a new world, as their name, manners, and
complexlon, were equally unknowu on the coast
of Africa.l

11. In that part of Upper Saxony beyond the
Elbe, which is at present called the marquisate
of Lusace, there existed, in ancient times, a sa-
cred wood, the awful seat of the superstition of
the Suevi. None were permitted tv enter the
holy precincts, without confessing, by their ser-
vile bonds and suppliant posture, the immediate
presence of the sovereign Deity.® Patriotisin
contributed as well as devotion to consecrate
the Sonnenwald, or wood of the Semnones.® It
was universally believed, that the nation had re-
ceived its first existence on that sacred spot. At
stated periods, the numerous tribes who gloried
in the Suevic blood, resorted thither by their am-
bassadors; and the memory of their common ex-
traction was perpetuated by barbaric rites and
human sacrifices. The wide extended name of
Suevi filled the interior countries of Germany,
from the banks of the Oder to those of the Da-
nube. They were distinguished from the other
Germans by their peculiar mode of dressing their
long hair, which they gathered into a rude knot
on the ¢rown of the head ; and they delighted in
an ornament that shewed their ranks more lofty
and terrible in the eyes of the enemy.* Jealous
a8 the Germaus were of ilitary renown, they

! Anorel, Victor, Eutrop. ix, ¢.

™ Tacit. Germania, 35, ® Claver, Germ. Antiq. ii, 85.

® Nie Suevi & coleris Grermauds, sic Scuvorum Jagenai @ pervit spas
vantur, A prond separation!?
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ell confessed the superior valour of the Suevi; caap.

and the tribes of the Usipetes and Tencteri;, *

i

who, with a vast army, encountered the dictator
Casar, declared that they esteemed it not a dis-
grace tohave fled before a people, to whose arms
the imnortal gods themselves were unequal.®

In the reign of the emperor Caracalia, an 1n- : ozmed

numerable swarm of Suevi appeared on the suer

yaf

lnme tlle

banks of the Mein, and in the neighbourhood of jame of
the Roman provinces, in quest either of food ‘““‘“"-

of plunder, or of glory." The hasty army of
volunteers gradually coalesced into a great and.
permanent nation; and as it was composed from
so many different tribes, assuined the name of
Alemanni, or All-men; to denote at once their
tvarious lineage, and their commnon bravery.?

The latter was soon felt by the Romans in -

many a hestile inroad. The Alemaunni fought
chiefly on horseback ; but their cavalry was ren-
dered still more fomudable by a mixture of light
infantry, selected from the bravest and most
active of the youth, whom frequent exercise had
enured to accompany the horseman in the long-
est march, the most rapid charge, or the most
precipitate retreat.”

¢ Cussr in Bello Gallico, iv, 7.

? Yictor in Caracal. Dion Cassins, Ixvii, p. 1350,
" @ This etymology {far different from those which amuse the favcy of
1he learned) is prescrved by Asinius Quedratus, an ¢riginal hutorlan,
quoted by Agathias, i, <. §.

* The Snevi engaged Caesar in this manner, and the manmavre
deserved the spprobdation of the congueror {(in Bello Guliico, I'
44},

YOL, 1, Ee€
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CHAP,  This warlike peopleof Germans had been asto-
vverroeer. Nished by theimmense preparations of Alexander
inrade  Severus; they were dismayed by the arms of his
f.:f;f,“d successor, 8 barbarian equal in valourand fierce-

ness to themselves. But still hovering on the
frontiers of the empire, they increased thegeneral
disorder that ensused after the death of Decius.
They inflicted severe wounds on the rich pro-
vinces of Gaul; they were the first who removed
the veil that covered the feeble majesty of Italy.
A numerous body of the Alemanni penetrated
across the Danube, and through the Rhatian
Alps, into the plains of Lombardy, advanced as
far as Ravenua, and displayed the victorious
banners of barbarians almost in sight of Rome.*
The insult and the danger rekindled in the sé-
sre #pul- nate some sparks of their ancient virtue. Both
Rome by the emperors were engaged in far distant wars;
and peo.  Valerian in the Eaat,and Gallienus on-the Rhine.
ple. All the hopes and resources of the Romans were
in themselves. In this emergency, the senators
resumed the defence of the republic, drew out
the preetorian guards, who had been left to gar-
rison the capital, and filled up their numbers,
by inlisting into the public service the stoutest
and most willing of the plebeians. The Ale-
manui, astonished with the sudden appearance
of an army more numerous than their own, re-
tired into Germany, laden with spoil ; and their
retreat was esteemed as a victory by the unway
like Romanas.!
* Hist. August. p. 215, 218, Dexippus in the Exeerpta Legutionamm,

p- & Hersaym, Chron. Qrosine, vii, 13
* Zoximaa, L i, p. 34.

] ) R 2
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'When Gallienus received the intelligence that HAP,
his capital was delivered from the barharians, ......... ;
he was much lese delighted, thanalarmed, with The sens,
the courage of the senate, since it might one cluded by
day prompt them to rescue the public from dor fom the
mestic tyrauny, as well as from foreign invasion: Zore?
His timid ingratitude was published to his sub-
jects, in an edict which prohibited the senators
from exercising any military employment, and
even from approaching the camps of the legions.

But his fears were groundless. The rich and
luxurious nobles, sinking into the natural cha-
racter, accepted, as a favour, this disgraceful .
exemption from military service; and as long as
they were indulged in the enjoyment of their
baths, their theatres, and their vallas, they
cheerfally resigned the more dangerous cares
of empire, to the rongh hands of peasants and
soldiers." .

Another invasion of the Alemanni, of a more Gaiticnns
formidable aspect, but more glorious event, is %

mentioned by a writer of the lower empire. sncc with
Three hundred thousand of that warlike people masni.
are said to have been vanquished, inabattle near
Milan, by Gallienus in person, at the head of
only ten thousand Romans.* We may, however,
with great probability, ascribe this incredihle
victory, either to the credulity of the historian,
or to some exaggerated exploits of one of the
emperor’s lieutenants. It was by arms of a very

“ Aurel. Victor, in Gallieno et Proha, HIs complaints breathe s

wacemmon spitit of freedom,
* Zowaras, L xii, p. 631,

Eal
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different nature, that Gallienus endeavoured to

L protect Italy from the fury of the Germans. He

{uroads of

espoused Pipa, the daughter of a king of the
Marcomanni, a Suevic tribe, which was often
confounded with the Alemanni in their wars
and conquests.” To the father, as the price of
his alliance, he granted an ample settlement in
Pannonia. The native charms of unpolished
beauty, seem to have fixed the daughter in the
affections of the inconstant emperor, and the
bands of policy were more firmly connected by
those of love. But the haughty prejudice of
Rome still refused the name of marriage, to the
profane mixture of a citizen and a barbarian;
and has stigmatized the German princess with
the opprohrious titIe of concubine of Gallie.
nus.”

1. We have already traced the emigration of

theGoa the Goths ‘from Scandinavia, or at least from

1

Prussia, to the mouth of the Borysthenes, and
have followed their victorious arms from the
Borysthenes to the Danube. Under the reigns of
Valerian aud Gallienus, the frontier of the last-
mentioned river was perpetually infested by the
inroads of Germans and Sarmatians: butit was
defended hy the Romans with more than usual
firmness and success. The provinces that were
the seat of war recruited the armies of Rome
with an inexhaustible supply of hardy soldiers ;
and ore than one of these Iliyrian peasants

¥ One of the ¥ictors calis him king of the Marcomanni; the oﬂitl',
of the Germays,

¥ See Thilemont. Hist, des Empereuns, tom. ili, p. 394, &e.
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attained the station, and displayed the ahilities, cHAP.

-of a general. Though flying parties of the barba- , x

rians, who incessantly hovered on the banks of
the Danube, penetrated sometimes to the con-
fines of Italy and Macedonia, their progress was
commonly checked, or their return intercepted,
by the imperial lieutenants. But the great
stream of the Gothic hostilities was diverted
into a very different channel. The Goths, in
their new settlement of the Ukraine, scon be-
- came masters of the northern coast ofthe Euxine:
to the south of that inland sea, were situated
the soft and wealthy provinces of Asia Minor,
which possessed all that could attract, and no-
thing that could resist, a barbarian conqueror.

----- ,

- The banks of the Borysthenes are only sixty couquess

miles distant from the narrow entrance® of the “Bfoi';;o.

peninsula of Crim Tartary, known to the ancients
under the name of Chersonesus Taurica.® On
that hospitable shore, Euripides, embellishing
with exquisite art the tales of antiquity, has
placed the scene of one of his most affecting
tragedies. The bloody sacrifices of Diana, the
arrival of Orestes and Pylades, and the triumph
efvirtue and religion over savage fierceness, serve
to represent an historical truth, that the Tauri,

* See the lives of Claudins, Aorelian, and Probos, in the Angustan
History, )

* [t ia aboot haif a lesgue in breadth. Genenlogical History of the
Tartams, p. 598,

¢ M. de Peysaonel, who had Leen French consul st Caffy, in hie
Obaervatlons sur les Peoples Barbares, qui out labité les hords du
Dannhe.

.% Euripides in Iphigenia in Taurid.

1s by the

Oontlu ;
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the original inhabitants of the peninsula, were,
in some degree, reclaimed froin their brutal man-
ners, by a gradual intercourse with the Grecian
colontes, which settled along the inaritime coast.
The little kingdom of Bosphorus, whose capital
was situated on the straits, through which the
Mz=otis communicates itself to the Euxine, was
composed of degenerate Greeks, and half civil-

_ized barbarians. It subsisted, as an independent

state, from the time of the Peloponnesian war,*
was at last swallowed up by the ambition of Mi-
thridates,” and, with the rest of his dominions,
sunk under the weight of the Roman arms. From
the reign of Augustus® the kings of Bosphorus
were the humhle, but not useless, allies of the
empire. By presents, hy arms, and by a slight
fortification drawn across the isthmus, they ef-
fectually guarded against the roving plunderers
of Sarmatia, the access of a country, wbich, from

~ its peculiar situation and convenient harbours,

commanded the Euxine sea and Asia Minor.*
Aslong as the sceptre was possessed by a lineal
succession of kings, they acquitted themselves of
their important charge with vigilance and suec-
cess. Domestic factions, and the fears, or pth

¢ Strabo, I. ¥ll. p. 309, The firt kiogs of Bosphorus were the allies
of Athens, :

f Appian in Mithridat,

% It was reduced by tlie wrms of Agrippe. Orosiew, vi, 31, Eatre
pius, vii, 9. The Ramans cnee advanced within three days march of
the Taoale, Teeit. Anoal. xii, 17,

* See the Toxaris of Lucian, if we credit the sincerity and the wir~
tacs of the Scythian, who relaten s great war of bis nation ugniost te
kingy of Boapborns
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vate interest, of obscure usurpers, who seized
on the vacaut throne, admitted the Goths into
the heart of Bosphorus. With the acquisition
of a superfluous waste of fertile soil, the con-
querors obtained tbe command of a naval force,
sufficient to transport their armies to the coast
of Asia.! The ships used in the navigation of
the Euxine were of a very singular cunstruc-
tion. They were slight flat-bottomed barks
framed of timber only, without the least mix-
ture of iron, and occasionally covered witha
shelving roof, on the appearance of a tempest.,*
In these floating houses, the Goths carelessly
trusted themselves to the mercy of an unknown
sea, under the conduct of sailors pressed into
the service, and whose skill and fidelity were
wqually suspicious. But the hopes of plunder
had banished every idea of danger, and a natu-
ral fearlessness of temper supplied in their
minds the more rational confidence, which is
the just result of knowledge and experience,
Warriors of such a daring spirit must have of-
ten murmured against the cowardice of their
guides, who required the strongest assurances
of a settled calm before they would venture to
embark, and would scarcely ever be tempted
to lose sight of the land. Such, at least, is the
practice of the modern Turks;' and they are
probably not inferior, in the art of navigation,
to the ancient inhahitants of Bosphorus.

t Zosimw, 1, 1, p. 38,
¢* Strab, 1. al. ‘Taeit, Hist Lii, 47, They where called Comare,

! Bee & very natarw) pictare of the Eoxine navigaton, in the sty
tneath letter of ‘Towrnefort.
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CHAP.  The fleet of the Goths, leaving the coast of
erervusss, Circassia on the left hand, first appeared before
Fimtas Pityus,™ the utmost limits of the Roman pro-
INexPe vinces; a city provided with a convenient port,
the Gothr and fortified with a strong wall. Here they met

with a resistance more obstinate than they had
reason to expect from the feeble garrison of a
distant fortress. They were repulsed; and their
disappointment seemed to dimiinish the terror of
the Gothic naime.  As long as Successianus, an
officer of superior rank and merit, defended that
frontier, all their efforts were ineffectual; but as
soon as he was removed by Valerian to a more
honourable but less important station, they re-
sutned the attack of Pityus: and, by the de-
struction of that city, obliterated the memory of
their former disgrace.”

TheGuths  Circling round the eastern extremity of the

esivge R . R .
xnd tske Euxine sea, the navigation from Pityus to Tre-
wond bizond is about three hundred miles.® The

course of the Goths carried them in sight of the
country of Colchis, so famous by the expedition
of the Argonauts; and they even attempted,
though without success, to pillage a rich temple
at the mouth of the river Phasis. Trebizond,
celebrated in the retreat of the ten thousand as
an ancient colony of Greeks,” derived its wealth

™ Arrisn places the frontier gurrison at Dipscntias, or Scbhastopo-
lis, forty-four miies to the east of Pityus. The garrison of Phasis
eonsisted in bis time of only four bundred foot, S¢e the Peripios of
the Euxine,

B Zoximus, 1. i, p. 30, ’

° Arrlan {in Pesiplo Maris Eaxin. p. 130} oalls the distawen 2516
stidia, : . '

¥ Xenophoo. Anabasis, 1. iv, p. 318. Edit, Hotchinton. -
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and spléndour from the munificence of the em-
peror Hadrian, who had constructed an artificial
port on a coast left destitute by nature of secure
harbours.® The city was large and populous;
a double inclosure of walls seemnéd to defy the
fury of the Goths, and the usual garrison had
been strengthened by a reinforceuient of ten
thousand men. But there are not any advan-
tages capable of supplying the absence of disci-
pline and vigilance. The numerous garrison of
Trebizoud, dissolved in riot and luxury, dis-
dained to guard their impregnable fortifications,
The Goths soon discovered the supine negli-
gence of the besieged, erected a lofty pile of fas-
cines, ascended the walls in the silence of the
night, and entered the defenceless city, sword
in hand. A general massacre of the people en-
sued, whilst the affrighted soldiers escaped
through the opposite gates of the town. The
most holy temples, and the most splendid edi
fices, were involved in a cominon destruction,
The booty that fell into the hands of the Goths
.was immense ; the wealth of the adjacent coun-
tries had been deposited in Trebizond, asina
secure place of refuge. The number of cap-
tives was incredible, as the victorious barba-
rians ranged without opposition through the ex-
tensive province of Pontus.” The rich spoils of
Trebizond filled a great fleet of ships that had
been found in the port. The robust youth of
the sea-coast were chained to the oar; and the
* % Arrian, p, 129, The general observation is Tovrnefort's

? Bee an epistle of Gregory Thaumaturgns, bishop of Neo-Cmsares,
quoted by Mascon, v, 37,
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Goths, satisfied with the success of their first
naval expedition, returned in triumph to their
new establishments in the kingdom of Bos-
phorus.* :

The second expedition of the Goths was un-
dertaken with greater powers of men and shipss
but tliey steered a different course, and, disdain-
ing the exhausted proviaces of Pontus, followed
the western coast of the Euxine, passed before
the wide mouths of the Borysthenes, the Niester,
and the Danube, and increasing their fleet by
the capture of a great numher of fishing barks,
they approached the narrow outlet through
which the Euxine sea pours its waters into the
Mediterranean, and divides the continents of
Europe and Asia. The garrison of Chalcedon
was encamped near the temple of Jupiter Urius,
on a promontory that commanded tle entrance
of the strait; and so inconsiderable werc the
dreaded invasions of the barbarians, that this
body of troops surpassed in number the Gothic
army. But it was in numbers alone that they
surpassed it. They deserted with precipitation
their advantageous post, and abandoned the
town of Chalcedon, most plentifully stored with
arms and money, to the discretion of the con-
querors, Whilst they hesitated whether they
should prefer the sea or land, Europe or Asia,
for the scene of their hostilities, a perfidious fu-
gitive pointed out Nicomedia, opce the capital
of the kings of Bithynia, as a rich and easy
conquest. e gnided the march, which was

* Zosimus, 1. i, p. 32, 30,
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only sixty miles from' the camp of Chalcedon,* CHAP.
directed the resistless attack, aud partook of.........

the booty; for the Goths had learned sufficient
policy fo reward the traitor, whom they detest-
ed. Nice, Prusa, Apamea, Cius, cities that
had sometimes rivalled, or imitated, the splen-
dour of Nicomedia, were involved in the same
calamity, which, in a few weeks, raged with-
out controul through the whole province of
Bithynia. Three hundred years of peace, en-
Jjoyed by the soft inhabitants of Asia, had abo-
lished the exercise of arms, and removed the ap-
prehension of danger. The ancient walls were
suffered to moulder away, and all therevenue
of the most opulent cities was reserved for the
construction of baths, temples, and theatres."

When the city of Cyzicus withstood the ute Retrextot

most effort of Mithridates,* it was distinguis
ed by wise laws, a naval power of two hundred
galleys, and three arsenals, of arms, of military
engines, and of corn? It was still the seat of
wealth and luxury; but of its ancient strength
nothing remained except the situation, in a little
island of the Propontis, connected with the con-
tinent of Asia only by two bridges. From the
recent sack of Prusa, the Goths advanced with-
in eighteen miles” of the city, which they had

* Itiner Hierosolym, p. 574. Weutling.
¥ Zosimos, L Q. p. 83,98,

* He brmged the place with 400 galleys, 150,000 foot, and & numen
ons cavairy. BSer Pletarch In Lacol. Appian in Mithridat, Cieore
pro Lege Manilid, c. 8,

. 7 Strab. L xil, p. 578,
* Pocock’s description of the East, L, if, ¢ 23, 24,

h- the Cotoa
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cuap. devoted to destruction; but the ruin of Cyzicus
was delayed by a fortunate accident. The sea-
gon was rainy, and the leke Apolloniates, the
reservoir of all the springs of Mount Olympus,
rose to an uncommon height. The little river
of Rhyndacus, which issues from the lake,
swelled into a hroad and rapid stream, and
stopped the progress of the Goths, Their re-
treat to the maritime city of Heraclea, where tbe
fleet had probably been stationed, was attended
by a long train of waggons, laden with the spoils
of Bithynia, and was marked by the flames of
Nice and Niconiedia, which they wantonly
burnt.* Some obscure hints are mentioned of
a doubtful combat that secured their retreat."
But even a complete victory would have been of
little moment, as the approach of the autumnal
equinox summoned them to hasten their return.
To navigate the Euxine before the month of
May, or after that of September, is esteemed
by the modern Turks the most unquestionable
instance of rashness and folly.
Pitsd na When we are informed that the third fleet
ralexpe. €quipped by the Goths inthe portsof Bospborus,
tuenof consisted of fivehundred sail of ships,® our ready
imagination instautly computes and multiplies
the formuidable amnament; but, as we are assured

HEEE LRy

¢ Zosimos, L 1, p, 33.

b Cyncellus telidan rnintetligible story of Prince Odemathns, who de-
feated the Goils, und whoe was killed by Pricee Odenashus.

¢ Voyages de Chardin, tom, f, p. 45. He sailed with the Tuorks from
Constantinople ta Caffs.

¢ Syncelln (p. 382) speaks of thia c:pedilmn as updertaken by thee
Herudi,
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by the judiciousStrabo,* that the piratical vessels cRaw,.
used by the barbarians of Pontus and the Lesser, ,,x", .
Scythia, were not capable of containing more

than twenty-five or thirty men, we may safely

affirm, that fifteen thousand warriors, at the

most, embarked in this great expedition. Impa-.

tient of the limits of the Euxine, they steered

their destructive course from the Cimmerian to
theThracian Bosphorus. Whenthey had almost
gained the middle of the straits, they were sud-.
denly driven back to the entrance of them; till p,,,

a favourable wind, springing up the next day, the Bos

. . " N phoras
carried them in a few hours into the placid sea, snd tbe

or rather lake, of the Propontis. Their landing et
on the little island of Cyzicus was attended with
the ruin of that ancient and noble city. From
thence issuing againthrough the narrow passage
of the Hellespont, they pursued their winding
navigation amidst the numerous islands scatter-
ed over the Archipelago, or the Agean sea. The
assistance of captives and deserters must have.
been very necessary to pilot their vessels; and
to direct their various incursions, as well on the
coast of Greece as on that of Asia. At length
the Gothic fleet anchored in the port of Piraeus,
five miles distant from Athens,” which had at.
temnpted to make some preparations for a vigor-
ous defence. Cleodamus, one of the engineers .
employed by the emperor’s orders to fortify the
maritime cities against the Goths, had already
begun to repair the ancient walls, fallen to de-

¢ $ttabo, L. xi, p. 404, T Plin, Hist. Natgr. iii, T.
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CHAY. cay since the time of Sylla. The efforts of hia
roners . skill were ineflectual, and the barbarians becamne
masters of the native seat of the muses and the
arts. But while the conquerors abandoned
themselves to the licence of plunder and intetn-
perance, their fleet, that lay with a slender
guard in the harbour of Pireus, was unexpect-
edly attacked by the brave Dexippus, who fly-
ing with the engineer Cleodamus from the sack
of Athens, collected a hasty band of volun-
teers, peasants as well as soldiers, and in some
measure avenged the calumities of his coun-

try.*
nrige But this exploit, whatever lustre it might shed
ead thres- 00 the declining age of Athens, served ratber to
ten 1. Srritate than to subdue the undaunted spirit of
the northern invaders. A general conflagration
blazed out at the san:e time in every district of
Greece. Thebes and Argos, Corinth and Sparta,
which had formerly waged such nremorable wars
against each other, were now unable to bring an
army into the field, or even to defend their ruin-
ed fortifications. The rage of war, both by land
and by sea, spread from the eastern point of
Sunium to the western coast of Epirus. The
Goths hadalready advanced within sight of Italy
when the approach of such imminent danger
awakened the indolent Gallienus from his dream
of pleasure. The emperor appeared in arms ;

® Hist. Awgust. p. 181. Vietor, ¢. 83, Orodins, vii, &3, Zo-
simus, L. i, p. 35. Zoneres, . xii, p. 685. Byncelim, p. 388, Itispot
withont some attenion, that we can explain and conciliaie their
Imperfect hints. We can ntili dincover some traces of the partiality
of Dexippus, o the relntion of his own sod his countrymen's ex-
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and his presence seems to have checked the

ardour, and to have divided the strength, of the

enemy. [Naulobatus, a chief of the Heruli, ac-
cepted an honourable capitulation, entered with
a large body of his countrymen into the service
of Rome, and was invested with the ornaments
of the consular dignity, which had never before
been profaned by the hands of a barbarian?®
Great numbers of the Goths, disgusted with the
perils and hardships of a tedious voyage, broke
into Maxsia, with a design of forcing their way
over the Danube to their settlements in the
Ukraine. The wild attemptwould have proved
inevitable destruction, if the discord of the Ro-
man generals had not opened to the barbarians
the means of an escape. The small remainder
of this destroying host returned on board their
vessels ; and measuring back their way through
the Hellespont and the Bosphorus, ravaged in
their passage the shores of Troy, whose fame,
immortalized by Homer, will probably survive
the memory of the Gothic conquests. As soon
as they found themselves in safety within the ha-
son of the Euxine, they landed at Anclhialusin
Thrace, near the foot of Mount Hemus; and,
after all their toils, indulged-themselves in the
use of those pleasant and salutary hot baths.

» Byncellas, p. 388, This bady of Hersli was for a long time faith
ful and famons,

! Claudius, who commanded on the Dapube, thought with propriety,
aud acted with apirit. Hja eolleagoe was jexloos of his fame, Hist,
August. p. 181.
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easy navigation.* Such was the various fate of
this third and greatest of their naval enterprises.
It may seem difficult to conceive, how the origi-
nal body of fifteen thousand warriors could sus-
tain the losses and divisions of so bold an ad-
venture. DBut as their numbers were gradually
wasted by the sword, by shipwrecks, and by
the influence of a warm climate, they were per-
petually renewed by troops of banditti and de-
serters, who flocked to the standard of plunder,
and by a crowd of fugitive slaves, often of Ger-
mau or Sarmatian extraction, who eagerly seiz-
ed the glorious opportunity of freedom and re-
venge. In these expeditions, the Gothic nation
claimed a superior share of honour and danger;
but the tribes that fought under the Gothic ban-.
ners are sometimes distinguished and sometimes.
confounded in the imperfect histories of that
age; and as the barbarian fleets seemed to issue
from the mouth of the Tanais, the vague but fa-
miliar appellation of Scythians was frequently
bestowed on the mixed multitude.!
Inthegeneral calamities of mankind, the death
of an individual, however exalted, the ruin of an
edifice, however famous, are passed over with
careless inattention. Yet we cannot forget that
the temple of Diana at Ephesus, after having
risen with increasing splendour from seven re-

% Jornsndes, ¢. 20. .

! Zosimus and the Greeks (aa the anthor of the Philopatris) giva the
manie of Scythians to those whom Jormandes, and the Latin writem,
constantly represent as Goths.
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ated misfortunes,™ was finally burut by the chap. ,
Goths in their third naval invasion. Theartsof  J~
Greece, and the wealth of Asia, had conspired
to erect that sacred and magnificent structure.
It was supported by an hundred and twenty-
seven marble columns of the Ionic order. They
were the gifts of devout monarchs, and each was
sixty feet high. The altar was adorned with
the mnasterly sculptures of Praxiteles, who had,
perhaps, selected from the favourite legends of
the place, the birth of the divine children of
Latona, the concealment of Apollo after the
slaughter of the Cyclops, and the clemency of
Bacchus to the vanquished Amazons.* Yet the
length of the temple of Ephesus was only four
hundred and twenty-five feet, about two-thirds
of the measure of the church of St. Peter's at
Home.® Ju the other dimensions, it was still
more inferior to that sublime production of mo-
dern architecture. The spreading arms of a
christian cross require a much greater breadth
thau the oblong temples of the pagans; and the
boldest artists of antiquity would have been
startled at the proposal of raising in the air a
dome of the size and proportions of the pan-
theon, The temple of Diana was, however,
admired as one of the wonders of the world,

™ Hist. August. p. 178.  Jornandes, c, 20.

® Strabe, L. xiv, p, 640. Vitruvina, L §, c. 1, preefat. L vil. Tacit.
Annal, i, Gl Plin, Hist. Nat. xxxvi, 14,

® The leogth of 31. Peter's is 840 Roman paims; each palm ts very
little short of nine English inches, See Greaves's Miscelianies, vok i
P 233 ; on the Romsn foat.
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Successive empires, the Persian, theMaced onism,
and the RRoman, had revered its sanctity, and
enriched its splendour.® But the rude savages
of the Baltic were destitute of a taste for the
elegant arts, and they despised the ideal terrors
of a foreiga superstition.’

Another circumstance is related of these inva-
sions, which might deserve our notice, were it
not justly to be suspected as the fanciful conceit
of a recent sophist. We are told, that, in the
sack of Atlens, the Goths had collected all the
libraries, and were on the point of setting fire to
this funeral pile of Grecian learning, had not oue
of their chiefs, of more refined policy thaa his
brethren, dissuaded them from the design; by
the profound observation, that as long as the
Greeks were addicted to the study of books,
they would never apply themselves to the exep-
cise of arms.! The sagacious counsellor (should
the truth of the fact be admitted) reasoned like
an ignorant barbarian, In the most polite and
powerful nations, genius of every kind has die-

played itself about the same period; and the
‘age of science has generally been the age of

military virtue and success.

? The policy, however, of the Romans indoced them to abridge the
axtent of the sanctoary or asylum, which, by sucesssive privileges, had
spread itself two atadia round the Lecnple. Strabo, i xiv, pi8dl. Taeit.
Annal. iti, 00, &e.

1 They offered no saarifices to the Grecian gods. See Epistal Gres
gor. Thanmat.

T Zovarayy |, xii, p. 635. Such mn saccdote was perfectly suited to
the taste of Monulgne. He makes Gse of it in bl agreeable Esmny ox
Pedantr,, Lic



OF THE HOMAN EMPIRE. 435

1v. The new sovereigns of Parsia, Artaxerxes CHar.

snd his pon Sapor, bad triumpbed (as we have .
already geen) over the house of Arsaces. Of canquest
the many princes of that aucient race, Chosroes, 7,y 1
king of Armenig, had alone preserved both hig Pervisas.
life and his independence. He defended him-

self by the natural strength of his country; by

the perpetual resort of fugitives and malecon-

tents; by the alliance of the Romans; and,
above all, by his own courage. Invincible in

grms, during a thirty years war, he was at
length assassinated by the emigsaries of Sapor,
kiog of Persia. The patriotic satraps of Ar-
menia, who asserted the freedom sud dignity

of the crown, implored the pratection of Rome

in favour of Tiridates the lawful heir. But the

sop of Chosroes was an infant, the allies were

at a distance, and the Persian xnonarch ad-
vanced towards the frontier at the head of an
irresistible force. Young Tiridates, the future

hope of his country, was saved by the fidelity

of a servant, and Armenia continued above
twenty-seven years a reluctant province of the

great monarchy of Persia! Elated with this

easy conquest, and presuming on the distresses

or the degeneracy of the Romans, Sapor obliged

the strong garrisons of Carrbe and Nisibis to
surrender, and spread devastation aud terror on

either side of the Euphrates,

* Moses Chotenenain, 1, il, c. 71, 73, 7d. Zonarss, | xil, p. 628. The
anthentic relation of tbe Armenlan historinn serves to rectlfy the fone
fused account of the Greek. The latter talks of the children of Tirk
dates, who at that time wag himaell ap Infant.

rf2

of Ariies+ |
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

The loss of an important frontier, the ruin of
a faithful and natural ally, and the rapid success
of Sapor’s ambition, affected Rome with a deep
rense of the insult as well as of the danger. Va-
lerian flattered himself, that the vigilance of his
lieutenants would sufficiently provide for the
safety of the Rhine and of the Danunbe; but he
resolved, notwithstanding his advanced age, to
march in person to the defence of the Euphrates.
During his progress through Asia Minor, the
naval enterprises of the Goths were suspended,
and the afflicted province enjoyed a transient
and fallacious calm. He passed the Euphrates,
encountered the Persian monarch near the walls
of Edessa, wasvanquished, and taken prisoner by
Sapor. The particulars of this great event ar:
darkly and imperfectly represented ; yet, by the
glimmering light which is aflorded us, we may
discover a loug series of imprudence, of error,
and of deserved misfortune, on the side of the
Romman emperor. He reposed an implicit con-
fidence in Macrianus, his pratorian prefect.
That worthless minister rendered his master
formidable only to the oppressed subjects, and
conteniptible to the enemies of Rome.® By his
weak or wicked counsels, the imperial army was
betrayed into a situation, where valour and mi-
litary skill were equally unavailing.* The vi-
gorous attempt of the Romans to cut their way
through the Persian host was repulsed with great

* Hist. August, p- 191, As Macrisous was an enewy to the chris.
tisns, they charged bim with being a roagician.
* Zosimus, 1. iy p. B8 * Hist. Asguet. pu 1740
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slnughter ;” and Sapor, who encompassed the CHAP.
camp with superior numbers, patiently waited ..........
till the increasing rage of famine and pestilence
had ensured his victory. The licentious wur-
murs of the legtons soon accused Valerian as
the cause of their calamities; their seditious
clamours demanded an instantcapitulation. An
immense sum of gold was offered to purchase
the permission of a disgraceful retreat. But
the Persian, conscious of his superiority, refus-
ed the money with disdain ; and detaining the
deputies, advanced in order of battle to the foot
‘of the Roman rampart, and insisted on a per-
sonal conference with the emperor. Valerian
was reduced to the necessity of intrusting his
%fe and dignity to the faith of an enemy. The
interview ended as it was natural to expect.
The emperor was made a prisoner, and his as-
tonished troops laid down theirarms.* Insuch
a moment of triumph, the pride-and policy of
Sapor prompted him to fill the vacant throne
with a successor entirely dependent on his plea-
sure, Cyriades, an obscure fugitive of Antioch,
stained with every vice, was chosen to dishon-
our the Roman purple ; and the will of the Per-
sian victor could not fail of being ratified by the
acclamations. however reluctant, of the captive
army.*

¥ ¥ictor in Cwmsar. Eatropius, ix, 7-

* Zosimus, L i, p. 35, Zoopares, 1. xii, p. 630. Peter Patriciat In
the Excerpta Legat. p. 29,
. * BPist. Angust, p. 185, The reign of Cyrisdes appears in that
ecllection prior to ihe denthi of Vulerian; but 1 have preferred w pro-
bable series of events to the donbtfui chronology of & most inaceuraw
writer,
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¢HAP  The imperial slave was eager to secure the
erenneso. Javour of his master by an act of treason to his
sapor  native couniry. He conducted Sapor over the
dyrin, ¢i- Euphrates, and, by the way of Chalcis, to the
fanr ae_ metropolia of the East. 8o rapid were the mo-
Tiz. tions of the Persian cavalry, that, if we may
credit a very judicious historian,* the city of
Antioch was surprised when the idle multitude
was fondly gazing on the amusements of the
theatre. The splendid buildings of Antioch,
private as well as public, were either pillaged or
desiroyed ; and the numerous inhabitants were
put to the sword, or led away into captivity.*
The tide of devastation was stopped foramoment
by the resolution of the high priest of Emesa.
Arrayed in his sacerdotal robes, he appeared at
the head of a great body of fapatic peasants,
ermed only with slings, and defended his god
and his property from the sacrilegious hands of
the followers of Zoroaster.® But the ruin of Tar-
sus, and of many other cities, furnishes a melan-
choly proof, that, except in this singular in-
stance, the conquest of Syria and Cilicia scarce-
ly interrupted the progress of the Persian arms.
The advantages of the narrow passes of mount
Taurus were abandoned, in which an invader,
whose principal force consisted in his cavalry,
would have been engaged in ‘a very unequal

* The suck of Antioch, anticipated by seme historians, is assigned,
by the decisive testimony of Ammianus Marcellinus. to the reign of
Qallienvs, xxiii, §

¢ Zosimus, 1. i, p. 35,

* Jobn Majala, tom. i, p. 391 He corrupts this probable event by
somoe fabuloas circumstances.
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combat: and Sapor was permitted to form the CHAP.
siege of Crwsarea, the capital of Cappadocia; a..........

eity, though of the second rank, which was
suppased to contain four hundred thousand in-
habitants. Demosthenes commanded in the
place, not so much by the commission of the
emperor, as io the voluntary defence of his
country, For a long time he deferred its fate;
and, when at last Ceesarea was betrayed by the
perfidy of a physician, he cut his way through
the Persians, who had been ordered to exert
their utmost diligence to take him alive. This
heroic chief escaped the power of a foe, who
might either have honoured or punished his ob-
stinate valour; but many thousands of his fel-
low-citizens were involved in a general massa-
<re; and Sapor is accused of treating his pri-
noners with wanton and unrelenting cruelty.*
Much should undoubtedly be allowed for na-
tional animosity, much for humbled pride and
impotent revenge; yet, upon the whole, it is
certain that the same prince, who in Armenia
had displayed the mild aspect of a legislator,
shewed himself to the Romans under the stern
features of a conqueror. He despaired of ma-
king any permanent egtablishment in the em-
pire, and sougbt only to leave behind him a
wasted desert, whilst he transported into Per-
sia the people and the treasures of the pro
vinces.!

+ Zonaras, L xii, p. 830. Deep vallica were filled np with the slain.:
Crowds of prisoners were driven to waicr like beasts, and many pel
rhahed for want of food.

f Zosimas, L i, p. 25, wserts, that Bapor, had he not vreferred spoll
to conquest, might have remalned master of Asia
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At the time when the East trembled at the

sesoroesrcD@I0E Of Sapor, he received a present not unwor-
Boldneu thy of the greatest kings ; a long train of camels,

and aug-
eeoxs of
Odens-
thns
Aagainst
Hapor,

laden with the most rare and valuable merchan-
dises. The rich offering was accompanied with
an epistle, respectful but not servile, from Ode-
nathus, one of the noblest and most opulent
senators of Palmyra, “ Who is this Odenathus,”
{said the haughty victor, 4nd he commanded
that the presents should be cast into the Eu-

phrates) * that he thus insolently presumes to

* write to his lord 7 If he entertains a hope of
“ mitigating his punishments, let him fall pro-
strate before the foot of our throne with his
“ hands bound hehind his back. Should he
hesitate, swift destruction shail be poured ar
his head, on his whole race, and on his coun~
‘“ try. The desperate extremity to which. the
Palmyrenian was reduced calied into action
all the latent powers of his soul. He met Sapor;
but he met him in arms. Infusing his own spi-
rit into a little army collected from the villages
of Syria,* and the tents of the desert,}! he
hovered round the Persian host, harassed their
retreat, carried off part of the treasure, ond
what was dearer than any treasure, several of the

¢ Peter Patricins in Excerp.  Leg. p. 80, -
% Byrorvm agrestium mand. Sextos Rufus, c. 23, Rofus Victor, the
Anguatan History {p. 102), avd severa! inscripticns, agree in making
Ddenau:m a cilizen of Pulmyrm,
! He pomsessed so poweiful an interest ameng the wandering !r:hcl.
that Procopins (Thell. Persic 1, ii, . 6), and John Malala (e, t p.
boi ), style iim prince of the Swtucens.,
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women of the great king; who was at last ob-
liged to repass the Euphrates with some marks
of haste and confusion.* By this exploit, Ode-
nathus laid the foundations of his future fame
and fortunes. The majesty of Rome, oppressed
by a Persian, was protected by a Syrian or Arab
of Palmyra.

The voice of history, which is often little
more than the organ of hatred or flattery, re-
proaches Sapor with a proud abuse of the rights
of conquest. We are told that Valerian, in
chains, but invested with the imperial purple,
was exposed to the multitude, a constant spec-
tacle of fallen greatness; and that whenever the
Persian monarch mounted on horseback, he
placed his foot on the neck of a Roman empe-
ror. Notwithstanding all the remonstrances of
his allies, who repeatedly advised hin to re-
member the vicissitudes of fortune, to dread the
returning power of Rome, and to make his il
lustrious captive the pledge of peace, not the
object of insult, Sapor still remained inflexible,
When Valerian sunk under the weight of shame
and grief, his skin stuffed with straw, and form-
ed into the likeness of 2 human figure, was pre-
served for ages in the most celebrated temple of
Persia; a more real monument of triumph, than
the fancied trophies of brass and marble so often
erected by Roman vanity.! The tale is moral

* Peter Patricius, p. 3.
! The pagan writers Jament, the christiama insult, the misfortnnes
of Valerian, Their varions testimonies are accurately collected by
Tillemoat,
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cHAP and pathetic, but the truth of it may very fairly
be called in question. The letters still extant
from the princes of the East to Sapor are mani

feut forgeries;™® mnor is it natural to suppose that
a jealous monarch should, even in the person of
a rival, thus publicly degrade the majesty of
kings. Whatever treatment the unfortunate
Valerian might experience in Persia, it is at
least certain, that the only emperor of Rome
who had ever falien into the hands of the ene-
my languished away his life in hopeless capti-
vity.

Caracter '{‘he emperor Gallienus, who had long sup-
eisration ported with impatience the censorial severity of
- 3 3ule hig father and colleague, received the intelligence
of his misfortunes with secrct pleasure and
avowed indifference. * I knew that my father
“ was a mortal,” said he; *‘ and since he has
* acted as becomes & brave man, I am satisfied.”
Whilst Rome lamented the fate of her sovereign,
the savage coldness of his son was extolled by
the servile courtiers, as the perfect firtuness of a
hero and a stoic.®* It is difficult to paint the
light, the various, the inconstant, character of
Gallienus, which he displayed without con-
straint, as soon as he became sole possessor of
the empire. In every art that he attempted, his

FYVERErr s

Titlemont, tom, jil, p. T30, &¢. 8o little has been preserved of eastern
histary before Mahomet, that the modert Persians are totmliy ignorant
of the sictory of Saper, an event a0 gloriows to their uatlion. See Bib.
liotheqne Orientale.

" Oue of these epistles du from Artavasder, king of Armenia. Sibee
Armeaia wax then 2 province in Persia, the king, the kingdom, and the
epistle, muat he fietitious.

* Bee bis Jite in the Angustan History,
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lively genius enabled him to succeed ; and as CHAP.
his genius was destitute of judgment, be at-..,.. ..,
tempted every art, except the important ones of

war and government. He was a master of seve-

ral curious but useless sciences; u ready ora-

tor, and elegant poet,® a skilful gardener, an
excellent cook, and most contemptible prince.
When the great emergencies of the state requir

ed bis presence and attention, he was engaged

in conversation with the philesopher Plotinus,?
wasting his time in trifling or licentious plea-
sures, preparing his initiation to the Grecian
mysteries, or soliciting a place in the Areopa-

gus of Athens. His profuse magnificence in-
sulted the general poverty; the solemn ridicule

of his triumphs impressed a deeper sense of the
public disgraces The repeated intelligence of

¢ There b 3tlll extant & very pretty epitbalamiom, composed by
Galllenus for the nuptinle of his pephews.

Ite ait, O juvenes, pariter sudate meduliis
Omnihus, inter vos ; Don mutmara vestra colombm,
Brachia ton hederar, non vlacant secale coochie.

? He was oo the point of giving Plotinus a ruiued city of Campanin,
to try the experiment of reslicing Plato's republie, BSee the like of Ple=
snas, by Porphyry, m Fabricius’s Blblioth. Grme. L. ¥,

¢ A meda! which bearn the bheud of Gullienns bas perplexed tha
untiquarians by Its fegend and reverse ; the former Gallime dugurie,
the latter Ublqus Pax. M. Sprubeim sopposes that the coln was struck
by some of the enemies of Gallieous, aud was designed as a severe
aatire on that effemioate prince. But aa the uss of lrony may seemm
unworthy of the gravity of the Roman miot, M. de Vallement Las
dednced from a passage of Trebeiline Poliio (Hist. Augnst. p. 108)
a0 ingenious sed natural solotion. Gallisa was finst consio to the
cmperor, By deliverioq Africa from the usorper Celsns, she deserved
tbe title of Augmats. Ob & medsl in the Freneh king's collection, we
read & similar inscription of Foulisg Auguda round the head of Mac.
tms Agrelim, With regued Lo the Ubigue Pax, it is ensily explained
by the vanily of Gallieows, who seised, perhaps, the occasion of same

momeatary
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CHAP. invasions, defeats, and rebeilions, he recetved

Ly Y

The thirty
tyrants,

with a carelesd smile; and singling out, with
affected contempt, some particular production
of the lost province, he carelessly asked, whe-
ther Rome must be ruined, unless it was sup-
plied with linen freom Egypt, and Arras cloth
from Gaul? There were, however, a few short
moments in the life of Gallienus, when, exaspe-
rated by some recent injury, he suddenly ap-
peared the intrepid soldier and the cruel tyrant;
till, satiated with blood, or faligued by resist-
ance, he insensibly sunk into the natural mild-
ness and indolence of his character.”

At a time when the reins of governinent were
held with so loose a hand, it is not surprising,
that a crowd of usurpers shonld startup in every
province of the empire against the son of Vale-
rian. It was probably some ingenious fancy, of
comparing the thirty tyrants of Rome with the
thirty tyrants of Athens, that induced the writers
of the Augustan history to select that cele-
brated number, which has been gradually receiv-
ed into a popular appeliation.! But in every
light the parallel is idle and defective. What
resemblance can we discover between a council

momentary calm. See Noavelles de la Republiqne des Lettres, Jeoe

vier 1700, p. 31 3.

T This singular character has, I belleve, been fairly trammitied to
ns. The reign of his immediate sucecasor waa short and boay; and
the historians whe wrote before the elevation of the family of Cene
stantine coold not have the most remate interest to misrepresent the
character of Gallienos.

* Pollio expreases the most minute unxety to complete (e ome
ber,
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of thirty persons, the united oppressors of a sin-
gle city, and an uncertain list of independent
rivals, who rose and fell in irregular succession
through the extent of a vast empire? Nor can
the number of thirty be completed, unless we
include in the account the women and children
who were honoured with the imperial title. The
reign of Gallienus, distracted as it was, produced
only nineteen pretenders tothethrone ; Cyriades,
Macrianus, Balista, Odenathus, and Zenobia, in
the East; in Gaul and the western provinces,
Posthumns, Lollianus, Victorinus and his mo-
ther Victoria, Marius, and Tetricus, In Illyri-
cum and the confines of the Danube, Ingenuus,
Regilianus, and Aureolus; in Pontus,” Saturni-
nus; in Isauria, Trebellianus; Piso in Thes-
saly ; Yalens in Achaia; ZEmilianus in Egypt:
and Celsusin Africa. To illustrate the obscure
monuments of the life and death of each indi-
vidual would prove a laborious task, alike bar-
ren of instruction and of amusement. We may
content ourselves with investigating some gene-
ral characters, that most strongly mark the con-
ditinn of the times, and the manners of the men,
their pretensions, their motives, their fate, and
the destructive consequences of their usurpa-
tion.®

It is sufficiently known, that the odiouy ap-
pellation of fyrant was often employed by the
ancients to express the illegal seizure of su-

t The place of his reign is somewhat donhiful; hnt there mas
a tymnt in Pontus, and we are acquainted with the seat of all the
others,

* Tillemont, tom, iii, p. 1183, reckons (hem somewhnt differently.
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CHAP. preme power, without any reference to the abmyg
.,,,i',.., of it. Several of the pretenders, who raised the

standard of rebellion against the emperor Gal-
lienus, were shining models of virtne, and al-
most all possessed a considerable share of vi-
gour and ability. 'Their merit had recommend-
ed them to the favour of Valenian, and gradually
promoted them to themost important commands
of the empire. Thegenerals, who assumed the
title of Augustus, were either respected by thejr
troops for their able conduct and severe disci-
plive, or admwired for valour and success in war,
or beloved for frankness and generosity. The
field of victory was often the scene of their elec-
tion ; and even the armourer Marius, the most
eontemptible of all the candidates for the pur-
ple, was distingnished however by intrepid
conrage, matchless streogth, and blunt hones-
ty.” His mean and reeent trade cast indeed an

Thdr:&- air of ridicule on his elevation; but his birth

could not be more chscure than was that of the
greater part of his rivals, who were born of pea-
sants, and inlisted in the army as private sol-
diers. In times of confusion, every active ge-
nius finds the place assigned him by nature: in
a general stete of war, military merit ia the
road to glory and to greatness. Of the nine-
teen tyrants, Tetricns only was a senator ; Piso
alone wasanoble. The blood of Numa, through
iwenty-eight suceessive generations, ran in the

¥ See the speech of Murlus, in the Aagustan History, p. 197. The
secidentat identity of mumes was the only ¢lreomatnace that ceuld tempt
Pollio to imjtate Jallust,
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veins of Calphurnius Piso,” who, by female al- cuap.
liances, claimed a right of exhibiting, in his _*
house, the images of Crassus and of the great
Pompey.* - His ancestors had been repeatedly
dignified with all the honours which the com-
monwealth could bestow; and of ell the an-
cient families of Rowe, the Calphurnian salone
had survived the tyranny of the Czsars, The
personal qualities of Piso added new lustre to
his race. The usurper Valens, by whose order
he was killed, confessed, with deep remorse,
that even an enemy ought to have respected the
sanctity of Piso; and although he died in arms
against Gallienus, the senate, with the emper-
or’s generous permission, decreed the trinmphal
ornaments to the memory of so virtuous a re-

. .
bel. The can-

The lieutenants of Valerian were gratefol to iqofiiei

the father whom they esteemed. They dis-
dained to serve the luxurious indolence of his
~unworthy son. The throne of the Roman world
was unsupported by any principle of loyalty ;
and treason against such 2 priace might easily
be considered as patriotism to the state. Yet if
we examine with candour the conduct of these

¥ ¥or, O Pompitins aangnis 1 Je Horace's address to the Pisos. Bee
Art. Poet. v, 201, with Dacier's and Binadon’s notes.

# ‘Taeit, Anpal xv, é8. Hist. i, 15, In the former of these pms-
smages we miay venture to chiapge palermz into mafersa, In every ge-
neration from Augustns to Alexander Beverns, one or more Pivos ap=
pear as comnls. A Pisos was deemed worthy of the throne by
Angnntas (Tacit. Aonal. 1, 13). A second hexded a formidable cone
spiracy ngalnst Nero; and w third was adopted, and declared Cmsar by
Galba.

* Hist. August. p. 198, The senate, In n moment of enthusmam,
seems to have presumed og the spprobation of Gallirnna
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' CHAP, usurpers, it will appear that they were much
oftener driven into rebellion by their fears, than
urged to it by their ambition. They dreaded
the cruel suspicions of Gallienus; they equally
dreaded the capricious violence of their troops.
1f the dangerous favour of the army had impru-
dently declared them deserving of the purple,
they were marked for sure destruction; and even
prudence would counsel them to secure a short
enjoyment of empire, and rather to try the for-
tune of war than to expect the hand of an execu-
tioner, When the clamour of the soldiers in-
vested the reluctant victims with the eusigns of
sovereign authority, they sometimes mourned in
secret their approaching fate. “You have lost,”
said Saturninus, on the day of his elevation,
“ you have lost a useful commander, and you
“ have made a very wretched emperor.”®
Theirviee Theapprehensions of Saturninus were justified
mutdestis 1, v therepeated experience of revolutions. Of the
nineteen tyrants who started up under the reign
of Gallienus, there was not one who enjoyed
a life of peace, or a natural death. As soon
as they were invested with the bloody purple,
they iospired their adhereats with the same
fears and ambition which had occasioned their
own revolt. Encompassed with domestic con-
spiracy, military sedition, and civil war, they
trembled on the edge of precipices, in which,
after a longer or shorter term of anxiety, they
were inevitablylost. Theseprecarious monarchs

L LT Y FFFr

* Hist. Auguost p. 19 e '
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received, however, such honours, as the flattery CHAP.

of their respective armies and provinces could.........

bestow: but their claim, founded on rebellion,

could never obtain the sanction of law or history,

Italy, Rome, and the senate, constantly adhered

to the cause of Gallienus, and he alone was con-

sidered as the sovereign of the empire. That

prince condescended indeed, to acknowledge

the victorious arms of Odenathus, who desery-

ed the honourable distinction, hy the respectful

conduct which he always maintained towards .

the son of Valerian. With the general applause

of the Romans, and the consent of Gallienus, the

senate conferred the title of Augustus on the

brave Palmyrenian ; and seemed to intrust him

with the government of the East, which he al-

ready possessed, ip so independent a manner,

that, like a private succession, he bequeathed it

to his illustrious widow Zenobia.* .
The rapid and perpetual transitions from the Fratcon

seqirenres

cottage to the thrope, and from the throne to of ticse
the grave, might have amused an indifferent g,
philosopher ; were it pessible for a philosopher
to remain indifferent amidst the general cala-
mities of human kind. The election of these
precarious emperors, their power, and their
death, were equally destructive to their sub-
jects and adherents. The price of their fatal
elevation was instantly discharged to thetroops,
by an immense donative, drawn {rom the bowels

* The wssociation of the brave Palmyrenian was the most popoler
sct of the whole reign of Galliepus. Hist. Augnst. p. 1p0

YOL. 1. Gg
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chay, of the exhausted people. However virtuous was
their character, however pure their intentions,
they found themselves reduced to the hard nee
cessity of supporting their usurpation by fre.
quent acts of rapine and cruelty. When they
fell, they involved arnies and provinces in their
fall. There is still extant a most savage wan-
date from Gallienua to one of his ministers, af-
ter the suppression of Ingeauus, who had as.
sumed the purple in Illyrieum. “ It is not
“ enough,” says that soft but invhumnan prince,.
“ that you exterminate such as have appesred
“in arms: the chance of battle might have
“ gerved me as effectually. The male sex of
* every agc must he extirpated; provided that,
* in the execution of the children and old mens,
‘ you can contrive means to save our repute-
“tion. Let every one die who kas dropt an
“ expression, who bas catertained a thought
“ against me, against me, the son of Valerian,
* the father awd brother of sc many princes.*
“ Remember that Ingenuns was made emperor;
“ tear, kill, hew in pieees. I write to you with
“my ewn hand, and would inspirc you with
“ my own feelings.”® Whilst the publie forces
of the state were dinsipatcd in private quarrels,

Lambd

* Gullirnus had given the titles of Cassr &nd Avgmetns to his
gou Seleninus, siatn at Cologne by the wsurper Posthumaos. A second
son of Gallienus sncceeded to the name wnd rank of his elder brother,
Valerian, the brotber of Gallienus, wes zlso associated to Lhe em-
pire: several other brotbers, sisters, nephewa, and nieccs, of the em-
peror, formed & very numerons roysl family. Bee Tillemont, tob.
iii, and M, de¢ Brequigny in the Memoires de I"Academie, tom, xxnil,
RS 8

* Hist. Angust. p. B8,
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the defenceless provinces lay exposed to every CHAP.
tovader. The bravest usurpers were compelled, .........,
by the perplexity of their situation, to conclude
ignominous treaties with the common enemy,

to purchase with oppressive tributes the neutra-

kity or services of the barbarians, and to intro-

duce hostile and independent nations into the

heart of the Roman monarchy.f

Such werethebarbarians,and suchthe tyrants,
who, under the reigns of Yalerian and Gallienus,
dismembered the provinces, and reduced the
empire to the lowest pitch of disgrace and ruin,
from whence it seemed impossible that it should
ever emerge. " As far as the barrenness of mate-
rials would permit, we have attempted to trace,
with order and perspicuity, the general events of
that calamitous period. There still remain some
particular facts; 1. The disorders of Sicily;

11. The tumults of Alexandria; and, 111. The
rehellion of the Isaurians, which may serve to
reflect a strong light on the horrid picture.

1. Whenever numerous troops of banditti, Disorders
multiplied by success and impunity, publicly ° f Sicliy.
defy, instead of eluding, the justice of their
country, we may safely infer, that the excessive
weakncess of the government is felt and abused
by the lowest ranks of the community. The
situation of Sicily preserved it from the bar-
barians ; nor could the disarmed province have
supported an usurper. The rufferings of that

* Regillianms had some bands of Roxolani in his service. Posthn-
mus & body of Franks. It was perhaps in the character of anxiliarier
that the Intter introdnced themaelves into Spain.
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CEAP. once flourishing and still fertile island, were in-
socresrss flicted by baser hands, A licentious crowd of
slaves and peasants reigned for a while over the
plundered country, and renewed the memory of
the servile wars of more ancient times.®* De-
vastations of which the husbandman was either
the victim or the accomplice, must have ruined
the agriculture of Sicily ; and as the principal
estates were the property of the opulent sena-
tors of Rome, wbo often enclosed witbin a farm,
the territory of an old republic, it is not im.
probable, that this private injury might affect
the capital more deeply than all the conquests

of the Goths or the Persians.
Jumeits 11, The foundation of Alexandria was a noble
widn.  design, at once conceived and executed by the
son of Philip. The beautiful and regular form
of that great city, second only to Rome itself,
comprehended a circumference of fifteen miless*
it was peopled by three hundred thousand free
inhabitauts, besides at least an equal number of
slaves! The lucrative trade of Arabia and
India flowed through the port of Alexandria to
the capital and provinces of the empire. Idle-
ness was unknown. Some were employed in
blowing of glass, others in weaving of linen,
others again manufacturing the papyrus. Either
sex, and every age, was engaged in the pursuits
of industry; nor did even the blind or the lame

* The Aognstan History, n. 177, calls it serrile bulium. See Diodwe.
Rical, | xxxiv.

® Plin, Hist. Nator, v, [0,

b Diodor, Sienl, §. xvii, p. 500, Edit. Wesaeling.
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want occupations suited to their condition*
But the people of Alexandria, a various mixture
of nations, united the vanity and inconstancy of
the Greeks, with the superstition and obstinacy
of the Egyptians. The most trifling occasion,
a transient scarcity of flesh or lentils, the neg-
lect of an accustomed salutation, a mistake of
precedency in the public baths, or even a reli-
gious dispute,! were at any time sufficient to
kindle a sedition ameng that vast multitude,
whose resentments were furious and implaca-
ble™ After the captivity of Valerian and the
insolence of his son had relaxed the authority
of the laws, the Alexandrians abandoned them-
selves to the ungoverned rage of their passions,
and their unhappy country was the theatre ofa
civil war, which continued (with a few short
and auspicious truces) above twelve years.” All
intercourse was cut off between the several
quarters of the afflicted city, every street was
polluted with blood, every building of strength
converted into a citadel; nor did the tumults
subside, till a considerable part of Alexandria
was Irretricvably ruined. The spacious and
magnificent district of Bruchien, with its palaces

¥ Scc a very curions Jetter of Hadrian in the Apgustan Hmtnry,
p. 245,

! Such as the sacrilegions murder of & divine est, See Dicdor.
Sienl, L. 4.

™ Ilist. Angust, p. 195, This long and terrible sedition was first
nccasioned by a dispute between a soldier and a townsman about a
pair of shoes.

* Dionysins apud Femcb. Hist, Eccles. vol. wii, p. 21. Ammian.
xxii, 16,
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CHAP and museum, the residence of the kings and

veeeerrer. philosophers of Egypt, is described above a
century afterwards, as slready reduced te its
present state of dreary solidude.’

Rebellion 111 The obscure rebellion of Trebellianus,

suras.  who assumed the purple in Isauna, a petty pro-
vince of Asia Minor, was attended with strange
and memorable consequences. The pageant of
royalty was soon destroyed by an officer of Gal-
lienus; but his followers, despairing of mercy,
resolved to shake off their allegiance not ouly
to the emperor, but to the empire, and sudden-
Iy returned to the savage manners, from which
they had never perfectly been reclaimed. Their
craggy rocks, a branch of the wide extended
Taurus, protected their inaccessible retreat.
The tillage of some fertile vallies® supplied
them with necessaries, and a habit of rapine
with the Iuxuries of life. In the heart of the
Roman monarchy, the Isaurians long continu-
ed a nation of wild barbarians. Succeeding
princes, unable to reduce them to obedience ei-
ther by arms or policy, were compelled to ac-
knowledge their weakness, by surrounding the
hostile and independent spot, with a strong
chaln of fortifications,® which often proved in-
suflicient to restrain the incursions of these
doniestic foes. The Isanrians, gradually ex-’
tending their territory to the sea coast, subdued
the western and inountainous part of Cilicia,

* Bealiger, Animadver. ad Easeh. Chron. 358, Three diesertations
of Bl. Bogamay, io the Mem. de I'Acadensie, tom, ix,

* Strabo, L xit, p. 560,

Y Huat. August. p. 197,
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formerly the nest of those daring pirates, against CHAP,
whom the republic had once been obliged to..........
exert its utmost force, under the conduct of the

great Pompey.”

Our habits of thinking so fondly connect the Femine
order of the univerpre with the fate of man, that lence.
this gloomy period of history has beendeeorated
with inundatiens, earthquakes, uncommon rme-
teors, preternatural darkness, and a crowd of
prodigies, fictitious or exaggerated.® Butalong
and general famine was a calamity of a more
serious kind. It wags the inevitable consequence
of rapine and oppression, which extirpated the
produce of the present, and the hope of future
harvests. Famine is almost always followed by
epidemical diseases, the effect of scanty and un-
wholesome food, Other causes must, however,
have contributed to the furious plague, which,
from the year two hundred and fifty to the year
two hundred and sixty-five, raged without in-
terruption in every province, every city, and al-
most every family, of the Roman empire. Dur-
ing some time five thousand persons died daily
in Rome ; and many towns, that had escaped
the hands of the barbarians, were entirely de-
populated. '

We have the knowledge of a very curious cir- Dimiza.
cumstance, of some use perhaps in the melan- fomen ™
choly calculation of human calamities. An ex- *Pecies

" Bee Cellaring, Geogr. Antiq. tom. Li, p. I37, opon the Umits of
Insaris. :

* Hist, August. p. 1TT.

" Hist, Angust. p. 217, Zosimus, 1. i, p. $4. Zooaras, L. xii, p. 620,

Enaeb. Chronicon. Victor in Epitomn, Vietor in Casar, Eotropims,
%, 5. Oroslas, vii, 21,
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act register was kept at Alexandria of all the
citizens entitled to receive the distribution of
corn. It was found, that the ancient number of
those comprised between the ages of forty and
seventy, had been equal to the whole sum of
claimants, from fourteen to fourscore years of
age, who remained alive after the reign of Gal-
lienus,® Applying this authentic fact to the

amost correct tables of mortality, it evidently
. proves, that above half the people of Alexandria

had perished; and could we venture to extend
the analogy te the other provinces, we might
suspect, that war, pestilence, and famine, had
cousumed, in a few years, the moiety of the hu-
man species.”

® Enseb, Hist. Eccles. vii, 21, The faet is taken from the Let-
ters of Dionysiur, wha, in the time of those troubles, was biskop of

Alexandria, -
* In a great oumber of parislies, 11,000 persons were found between

fourteen wnd eighty : 5368 between,forty sud zeventy. See Baffon,
Hiatoire, Natureile, tom, il p. 890,
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