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THE

LIFE OF MALLET,

BY DR. JOHNSON.

Orpavio MALLET, having no written memorial, I am able to give no other account
tban such as is supplied by the unauthorised loquacity of common fame, and a very
alight personal knowledpe.

He was, by his origiual, one of the Macgregors, a clan, that became, abont sixty years
tgo, under the conduct of Robin Roy, so formidable and so infamous for violence and
robbery, that the name was annulled by a legal abolition ; and when they were all to
denomimate themselves anew, the father, 1 suppose of this author, called himself
Malloch.

David Malloch was, by the penury of his parents, compelled to be Janitor of the
High School at Edinburgh ; a mean office, of which he did not afterwards delight to
bear, But he sarmounted the disadvantages of his birth and fortune ; for, when the
duke of Montrose applied to the college of Edinburgh for a tutor to educate hiy song,
Malloch was recommended ; and I never heard that he dishonoured his credentinls.

When his pupils were sent to see the world, they were intrusted to his care ; and,
having conducted them round the common circle of modish travels, he returned with
them to London, where, by the influence of the family in which be resided, he naturally
gained admission to mauy persons of the bighest rank and the highest chamcter, to wits,
nobles, and statesmen.

Of his works, T know not whether I can trace the series. His first production was
Willam and Margaret’; of which, though it contuins nothing very striking or difficult,
be has been envied the reputation : and plagiarism has been boldly charged, but never
proved,

Not long afterwards he published The Excursion (1728); a desultory and capricious
view of such scenes of nature ax his funcy led him, or his knowledge enabled him, to
dagite. Tt is not devoid of poetical spirit. Many of his images are striking, and
mmy of the paragraphs are elegant, The cast of diction seem: to be copied from

! Maflet’s Wilkiam and Margaret was printed in Aarun Hill's Plain Dealer, Ko, 36, July 24, 1724,
In 3 original state it was very different from what it is in the last edition of his works. )
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Thomson, whese Seasons were then in their full bloasom of reputation. He has Thom-
son's beauties and his faults.

JHis poem on Verbal Criticism {1753) was written to pay court to Pope, on a subject
which Le either did not understand, or willingly misrepresented ; and is little more than
an improvement, or rather expanaion, of a fragment which Pope printed in a Miscellany
long befure be engraited it into a regular poem. There ivin this piece more pertnesm
than wit, and more confidence than knowledge. The vensification is tolerable, nor can
criticism allow it 2 higher praise,

His first tragedy was Earydice, acted at Drury-lane in 1731 ; of which I know not
the reception nor the merit, but have heard it mentioned as u mean performance, He
was not then too high to accept a prologue and epilogue from Aaron Hill, neither of
which can be much commended.

Having cleared his tongue from his native pronuncistion so as to be mo longer dis-
tinguished as a Scot, he seems inclined to disencumber himself from all adherences of
his original, and took upon him to change his name from Scotch Malloch to English
Muiiet, without any imaginable reason of preference which the eve or ear can discover,
What other pronfs e gave of disrespect to his native country, I know not ; but it was
remarked of him, that he was the only Scot whom Scotchmen did not commend.

About this time Pope, whom he vixited familiarly, published his Essay on Man, but
concenled the author ; and, when Mallet enlered oue day, Pope asked him slightly what
there was new. Mallet told him, thut the newest piece was someiling called an Essay
on Man, which he had inspected idly, and seeing the utter inability of the author, who
had peither skill in writing nor knowledge of the subject, had tossed it awny. Pope, to
punish his self-conceit, told him the secret,

A new edition of the works of Bacon being prepared (1750) for the press, Malet was
employed to pl‘Eﬁx a life, which he has wnitten with eleg[nce, perha!;u with some affec-
taticn ; but with 8o much more knowledge of history than of ecience, that when he
afterwards undertook the Life of Marlborough, Warburton remarked, that he might
perhaps forget that Mariborough was & genernl, as he had forgotten that Bacan was a
philosopher.

When the prince of Wales was driven from the palace, and, setting himself at the
head of the oppasition, kept a separate court, be endravoured to increase his popularity
by the patronage of literature, and macde Mallet his under-secretary, with a salary of
two hundred pounds « year ; Thomson likewise had a pension ; and they were associated
in the composition of The Masque of Alfred, which, i its original state, was played at
Cliefden in 1740 ; it waa afterwards almost wholly changed by Mallet, and brought
upon the siage at Drury-lage in 1751, but with no great success,

Mallet, in « familiar conversation with Guarrick, disconrsing of the d:]lgence which he
was then exerting upon the Life of Marlborough, let him know, that, in the series of
great men quickly to be exhibited, he should £xd @ mick for the hero of the theatre,
Garrick professed to wonder by what artifice be could be introduced ; but Mallet let
him know, that, by a dexterous anticipation, he should fix him in a conspicuous pluce.
< Mr, Mallet,” says Garrick, in his gratitude of exultation,  have you left off to write
for the stage " Mallet then confessed that he had e drama ju hia bands, Garmick pro-
mise 1 to act it ; and Alfred was produced.

The long retardation of the Life of the Duke of Marihorongh shows, with strong con-
viction, how Jittle confidence ¢can he placed in posthumous renown, When he died, it
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was soon determined that his story should be delivered to posterity ; and that the
papers sapposed to contain the necessary information were delivered to lord Molesworth,
who had been his favourite in Flanders, When Molesworth died, the mme’ papers
were transferred with the same design to sir Richard Steele, who in some of his
exigences put them in pawn, They then remained with the old dutchess, who in ber
witl asigmed the task to Glover and Mallet, with a reward of a thousand pounds, and
¢ prohibition to fusert any verses. Glover rgjected, 1 suppose, with disdain, the legacy,
and devolved the whole work upon Maliet ; who had from the late duke of Madborough
& pension to promote his Industry, and who telked of the discoverics which he bad
made ; but left pot, when he died, any historical lahours behind him,

While he was in the prince’s service he puhlished Mustapha, with a prologue hy
Thomson, not mean, hut far inferior to that which he had received from Mallet for
Agsmemnon.  The epilogue, said to be written by a friend, was composed in baste by
MaRet, in the piace of one promised, which was never given, This tragedy was dedi-
cated to the prince his master, It was acted at Drury-lane in 1739, and was well
received, bat was pever revived.

In 1740, be produced, ss has been already mentioned, The Masque of Alfred, in
conjunction with Thomson.

For some time afterwards be lay at rest.  After a long :nteml, his pext work was
Amyntor and Theodora, (1747) 2 long story in blank verse; in whick it cannot he
detsied that there is copiousness and elegunce of language, vigour of sentiment, and

+ imagery well adapted to take possession of the fancy. Butit is blank verse, This he
sold to Vaillant for one hundred and tweoty pounds. The first sale was not great,
and it is now lost in forgejfulness.

Mallet, by address or accident, perbaps by lis dependance ou the prince, found his
way to Bolingbroke; a man whose pride and petulance-made his kindness difficult to
goi, or keep, and whom Mallet was content to court by an act, which, I hope, was
unwillingly performed. When it was feund that Pope had clandestinely printed an
ooaathorised number of the pamphlet called The Patriot King, Bolingbroke, in a fit
of welesy fury, resolved to blast his memory, and employed Mallet (1749) as the
execution~r of his veogeance. Mallet had not virtue, or bad not spirit, to refuse the
office; and was rewarded, not long after, with the legacy of lord Bolingbroke's
works,

Mamy of the political pieces had been written during the opposition to Walpole, and
given to Franklin, as he supposed, in perpetuity. These, among the rest, were claimed
by the will. The question was referred to arbitrators ; but, when they decided against
Mallet, he refused to yield to the award, and, by the help of Millar the bookseller,
published all that he could find, bat with success very much below bis expectation,

In 1755, his masque of Britamnia was acted at Drury-lane; and his tragedy of Elvira
@ 1763 ; in which year he was appointed keeper of the Book of Entries for ships in
the port of London.

In the begiuning of the last war, when the nation was exasperated by ill success, he
was employed to turn the public vengeance upon Byng, and wrote a letter of accusation
wader the character of a Plain Man. Tbe paper was with great industry circulated
snd dispersed ; and be, for his seasounble intervention, had a considernble pension
bestowed upon him, which be retained to his death,

SRS
TNy



6 - LIFE OF MALLET.

Towards the end of his life he went with bis wife to France ; but after a while, finding
his health declining, be returned alone to Engiand, and died in April, 1765.

He waa twice married, and by bhis fimt wife bad several children. Obe daughter,
who married an Italian of rank camed Cilesia, wrote a tragedy called Almids, which
was acted at Drury-lane. * His second wife was the daughter of a nobleman's steward,
who bad a considerable fortune, which she took care to retain in ber own hands,

Hbs stuture waa diminutive, but he was regnlarly formed ; his appearance, till he
grew corpulent, was agreeable, and he soffered it to want no recommendation that
dress could give it. His conversation was elegant and easy. 'The rest of his character
mAy, without Injury to his memory, sink into silence.

As a writer, he cannot be placed in any high class, There is oo specres of compo-
sition in which he was emiment. His dramas had their day, & short day, and are for-
gotten ; his blank verse seems to my ear the echo of Thomson. His Life of Bacon i
known, 2s it is appended to Bacon’s volumes, but i» no longer mentioned. His worky
are sach as a writer, bustling in the world, showing himself in pullic, and emergiog
uceasionally from time to time into notice, might keep ulive by his personal influence;
but which, conveying little information, and giving po great pleasure, must scon give

way, as the succession of things preduces new topics of conversation and other modes
of amusement.



TO

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

WILLIAM, LORD MANSFIELD,

LORD CHIEF JUSTICE OF ENGLAND.

JANUARY 1, 739,

No mav, in ancient Rome, my lord, would have been surprised, I believe,
to see a poet inscribe his works, either to Cicero, or the younger Pliny ; not
to mention any more amongst ber most celebrated names. They were both,
itis true, public magistrates of tbe first diStIﬂCthﬂ, and had applied them-
selves severely to the study of the laws; in which both eminently excelled.
They were, at the same time, illustrious orators, and employed their eloquence
in the service of their clients and their country. But, as they bad both
embellished their other talents by early cultivating the finer arts, and which
has spread, we see, a peculiar light and grace over all their productions; no
species of polite literature could be foreign to their taste or patronage. And,
in effect, we find they were the friends and protectors of the best poets their
respective ages produced.

1t is from a parity of character, my lord, and whick will occur obviously
to every eye, that I am induced to place your name at the head of this col-
Jection,“such as it is, of the different things I bave written.

resrissensss Nec Phobo gratior ulla
GQuam sbi que Vari prescripeit Plg'lnl BOmen.

And were ] a8 sure, my lord, that it is deserving of your regard, as I am that
these verses were not applied with more propriety at firmt than they are now;
the public would universally justify my ambition in presenting it to you,
But, of that, the public only must and will judge, in the last appeal. There
is but one thing, to bespeak their favour and your friendship, thatI dare be
positive in: without wbhich, you are the last person in Britain to whom I
should have thought of addressing it. And this any man may affirm of him.
wxlf, without vanity ; because it is equally in every man’s power. OF all that
T have written, on any occasion, there is not a line, which I am afraid to own,
tither as an honest man, a good subject, or a true lover of my country. _

I bave thus, my lord, dedicated some few moments, the first day of this
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new year, to send you, acenrding to good ld custom, a present. An humble
one, I confess it is ; and that can have little other value but what arises from
the disposition of the sender. On that account, perhaps, it may not be al o-
gether unacceptable ; for it is indeed an offering rather of the heart than the
head ; an effusion of those sentiments, which great merit, employed to the
best purposes, naturally creates. .

May you enjoy, my lord, through the whole course of this and many more
years, that sround health of mind and body, which your important labours for
the public so much want, and 5o justly merit! And may you soon have the
satisfaction t0 see, what 1 kuow you so ardently wish, this destructive war,
however necessary on our pert, concluded by a safe and lasting peace! Then,
aud ot till then, a'l the noble arts, no less useful than ornamental to human
life, and th.t now languish, may again flourish, under the eye and encourage-
ment of those few, who think and feel as you do, for the advantage and
honour of Great Britaih. 1 am, with the sincerest sttachment,

MY LORD,
your moet faithful

humbie servant.
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or
VERBAL CRITICISM.

T i——

ADVERTISEMENT ~
O THE FIRIT AND FECOND RDTT 10N

As the design of the following poewt is to rally the
abuse of verbal criticism, the nuthor could vet,
without manifest partiality, overlook the editor
ol Milton, and the restorer of Shakepeare. With
regard to the [atter, he has read over the many
and ample specimens with which that schuliast
kxs already obliged the public: and of these,
and these ooly, he pretends to give hin opiuion
Bat, whatever he may think of the critic, not
bearing the lenst ill-will to the man, be deferred
pricting  ibesa verses, though written several
mowths ago, till be heard that the subscription
for 2 new edition of Shaliapeare was closed.

He begs leave to add likewise, that this poend was
ondertalen epd writtem  enlirely without the
knrwledge of the geotleman to whom it is ad-
drewed. Onmly &4 it is a public westimooy of his
mmislable esteem for Mr. Pope, oo that account,
particalarly, be wizhes it may not he judged to
mcrease the number of meau performances, with
which the town 1 aluost daily pestered.

il

Auono the numerous fools, by Fate design'd

Oft 1o disturh, and oft divert, mankind,

The reading coxcomb is of special note,

By e & poet, pnd a judge by rote:

Omve xm of idle Industry and Pride,

Whom learning but perverts, and books mmguide.
0 fam'd for judging, as for writing well,

That rarest science, where so few excel ;

Whase life, severcly scann’d, transcends thy lays,

Yor wit supreme is but thy second praise ;

"Tia thine, O Pope, who choose the better part,
To Lell how false, how vain, the scholiast's ert,
Which nor to taste, por genius haa pretence,
And, if ‘tis learning, is not common sense.
In errour obstinate, in woangling lowd,
For uifles eager, pogitive, and proud ;
Dwep in the darkness of dull authors bred,
With ql! their refuse lumber'd in his head,
What every dunce from every dunghill drew
Of literary offals, old or new,
Forth sicpe at last the selfapplauding wight,
Of points and letters, chaff and strawn, o write:
Sagely resolv'd Lo swell each bulky piece
With venerable toys, from Rome and Oreece;
How oft, in Homer; Paris curl'd his bair;
If Aristotle’s cap were round or mjuare ;
if in the cave, where Dido first wan sped,
Fo Tyre she turn’d her heels, to Troy her head.
Such the choice anecdotes, profovnd and vain,
Fhat store & Bentley's and 2 Burman's brain ;
Henve, Plato yuoted, or the Stagyrite,
Fo prove that flame ascends, and suow tn white :
Hence, much hard study, without sense or breeding,
And all the grave impertineoce, of reading.
If Shakapesre eaya, the noon-day Sun is bright,
Hia scholinst will remark, it then was light ;
Turn Caxton, Winkin, each old Goth and Hun,
To rectify the reading of a pun.
Thus, nicely trifling, accerately dull,
How cne mey toil, and toil—tn be n fool!
But is there then no honour due to age ?
No revercnce to Shakspeare’s noble page!
And be, who half & life has read bhim o'er,
His mangled points and commas to restore,— -
Meets he such stight regard ip nameles lays,
Whom Bufo treats, and lady Would-be pays ?
Pride of his own, and wonder of this age,
Who first created, and yet rules, the stage,
Bold to design, afl-powerful to express,
Shakspeare each passion drew in every dress:
Qreat above tule, and imitating vove ;
Rich without borrowing, Nature was his own,
Yet is his sense debas'd by gram allay:
An gold in mipes Les mix'd with dirt and clay.
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Now, eagle-wing'd, his heavenward flight he takes;
The big stage thunders, and the soul avwakes:
Now, low oa earth, a kindred reptile creeps;
Sad Hamilet quibbles, nnd the hearer sleeps.

Such was the poet: pext the scholiast view ;
Faint through the colouring, yet the features true.

Condemn'd to dig and dung a barren soil,
‘Where hardly tares wili grow with care and teil,
He, with low industry, goes gleaning on
From good, from bad, from mean, neglecting nooe:
His brother book-worm 80, in shelf or stall,

Will feed slike oo Woolston and on Panl.

By living clients hopeless now of bread,

He pettyfogs a scrap from suthors dead:

See him on Shakepeare pore, intent to steal
Poor farce, by fragments, for a thind-day meul
Such that grave bird in northern sean iy found,
Whose name a Dutchman only knows tb moand.
‘Where'er the king of fish moves on before,
This humble friend attends from shore to shore ;
With eye still earnest, and with bill mclln'd,
He picks up whbat hia patroa drops behind,
‘With those choice caten his palate ta regale,
And js the careful Tibbald of & whale .

Blest genius ! who bestows his oil and paina
On each duil pasage, ench dull book cantuios ;
The toil more grateful, as the Lash more low:

50 carrion is the quarry of a crow.,

Where his fac’d author's page s fat and poor,
There, most exact the reading to restore ;

By dint of plodding, and by sweat of face,

A btull to change, & blapder to repluce :
Whate'er is refuse critically gleaning,

And mendimy nomsense into doubtfal menning.
For this, dread Dennis, {and who can forbear,
Dunce or not dunce 2, relating it, to stare?)

His head though jealous, and his years fourscors,
Ev'n Dennis praises ¥, who ne’er prais'd before }
For this, the scholiast claims his share of fame,
And, modest, printa his own with Shakspeare's name:
How justly, Pope, in this short story view;

Which may be dull, and therefore should be true
A prelate, fam'd for clearing each dark text,
Who sense with sound, and truth with rhetoric mixt,

Once, as his moving theme to rapture warm'd,
Tnapir’d himself, his happy hearers charm’d.

The sermon o’er, the crowd remain'd behind,

And freely, man or woman, spoke their mind =

All said they lik'd the lecture from their soul,

And each, remembering something, penivd the
At last an honest sexton join'd the throng; [whole
{For aa the theme was large, their talk was long)
‘* Naighborrs," he cry'd, * my comeience bidsme tell,
Though *twas the doctor preach’d—Itoll’d the bell.”

* This remarkable bird is called the Strondt-
Jager. Here you see how he purchases his food :
and the same avthor, from whom this account is
taken, tells us further, how he comes by ha drmk.
You may see him, adds the Dutchman, frequently
pursning & sort of sea-mew, called Kulge-Gehef,
whom he tormemts incemantly to make bim void
an excrement ; which, being liquid, serves him, I
imagine, for drmk.  Bee a Collection of Voyages
to the North.

¥ oo Quis talia fando

Myrmmidooum, Delopumye, &c.  Virg

¥ See the Dedication of hie Remarks oo the Dun-
cind to Mr. Lewn Theobald.

MALLETS POEMS.

In thim the critic's folly most is shown :
Is there & genius all-unlike his own,
With leamning elegant, with wit well bred,
And, a» in bovks, in men and manners rend ;
Himeself with poring erudi.ion blind,
Unkpowing, es unknown of human kind ;
That writer he selects, with gukward aim
Hia sense, at once, to mimic aml to maim.
80 Florio is a fop, with half & pose :
So fat West Indian planters dress as beaux.
Thus, gay Petronina was a Dutchman’s choice,
And Horace, strange to say, tun'd Bentley's voice.
Horace, whom all the Graces taught to please,
Mix’d mirth with morals, eloquence with ense; -
Hir genius social, as his judgment clear;
When frolie, prudent ; smiling when severe;
Secure, each temper, and each taste to hit,
Hia waa the curions happiness of wit.
Skill’d in that noblest science, how to live ;
Which learning may direct, but Heaven must give;
Orave with Agrippa, with M=cenas gay ;
Among the fair, hut just as wise as they:
¥irst in the friendships of the great enroll'd,
The St. Johos, Boyies, and Lytteltons, of old.
White Bentley, long to wrangling schools confin'd,
And, Lut by books, acqueinted with meokind,
Dures, in the fulnem of the pedant's pride,
Rhyme, though po genius; thoagh no judge, decide.
Yet he, prime pattern of the captious art,
Out-tibbalding poor Tibbald, Lops his part :
Holds bigh the scounrge o'er each fam’d antbor
bead;
Nor are their graves u refuge for the dead.
To Milton lending semse, to Horsce wit,
He makes them wrile what never poet writ
The Roman Muse arraigns his mangling pen ;
And Parndise, by him, is kst agam*
Such was his doom impos’d by Heaven's dectee,
With ears that hear not, eyes Lhat shall pot me,
The luw to swell, to level the mblime,
To blast all beauty, and beprose all rhyme.
Great eldest-born of Dullness, blind and bold !
Tymnt! more cruel than Procmstes old 5
Who, to his iron-bed, by torture, fits,
Their nobler part, the souls of suffering wits.
Sach is the man, who heaps his head with bayn,
And calls on haman kind to scond his praise,
For points tramsplar’d with eurious want of skill,
For flatten’d sounds, and sense amended ill
80 wise Caligmla, in days of yors,
His kelmet fill'd with prbbles on the shore,
Swore he had rifled Ocean's rich spoils,
And claim'd » trophy for his martial toils.
Yet be his merits, with his fanlts, confest:
Fair-dealing, as the plainest, is the hest.
Long lay the critic's work, with trifles stor’d,
Admird in Latio, but in Greek ador'd.

4 This aagucioun rcholias is pleased to create an
imaginary editor of Miltou; who, he says, by hia
blonders, mterpolations, snd vite alterations, lost
Puradige & pecond time. This is a postulatum
which surely nooe of his renders can have the heart
o deny him; berause otherwise he vr_mld have
wanted a fir opportunity of calling Milton him-
self, in the parson of this phantom, fool, ignorant,
idiot, and the like eritical compeilations, which he
plentifully bestows on him. But, though he had
mtllteinpuﬂry,hewuotheruileau?l_nafvery
considernble abilitics, und of great erodition.



YERSES TO THE PRINCE OF ORANGE.

Men, s well read, who cenfldently wrota,

Their readers could have swom, were men of note:

To pasy npoa the crowd for great or rare,

Aim e to meke them knowing, make them sare.

For thene blind votaries good Bentley griev'd,

Writ English npoles—and mankiod undeceivd :

Io such clear light the serious foily plac'd,

Ev'n thou, Browne Willis, thou may’n see Lhe jest.
But what can cure our vanity of mind,

Deaf 10 reproof, and to discovery blind ?

Lzt Crocke, a brnher echolinst Shakspeare cail,

Tibbald, te Hesiod-Cooke retnms the ball.

So rans the aircle still: in this, we see

The lackies of the great and leam’d agree.

If Britain’s nobles mix in bigh debate,

Whence Europe, m suspense, attends her fate;

In mimie session their grave (ootmen meet,

Reduee an army, or equip a fleet:

And, rivalling the critic’s loRty style,

Mere Tom 2nd Dick are Stanhope and Argyll.
Yet thase, whom pride and duloess join to blind,

To nartoer cares in narrow space confin'd,

Though with big titles rach his fellow greets,

Are but to wits, as scavengers to streets:

The hamble black-guanls of a Pope or Gay,

To brosh off dust, and wipe their spots eway.
O, if oot trivial, barmfitl is their art ;

Pume to the head, or poison to the heart.

‘Where ancient authors hiot at things obscene,

The scholiast speaks ont broadly what they mean-

Dhaclosing each dark vice, well loat to fame,

Aond addiag fucl to redundant flame,

He, wober pimp to Lechery, explaim

What Caprea’s Isle, or V—'s Altove comajns :

Why Paulus; for his sordid temper knowm,

TWas lavish, to his father's wife alone :

Why those fond female visita daly paid

To tunefal Inculs ; aml what her trade:

Hor mwxdern love has made 50 many martyrs,

Aad which keeps oftenest, lady C—, or Chartres.
But who their various follies can explain ?

The tale is infinite, the task were vain.

"Twere to read new-year odes in gearch of thought;

To sam the libels Prya ov Withers wote ;

To guesd, eve one epistle saw the light?,

How many dunces met, and cJub'd their mite;

To vouch for truth what Welsted printa of Pupe,

Or from the brother-bonbies steal a trn})e

That be the part of persevering Wass 5,

With pen of lead ; or, Armall, thine of bras;

A text for He-nley, or a gloss for Hearne,

Who loves to teach, what oo man cares to learn.
Haw little, knowledge reaps from toils like these!

Too doubtfnl to direct, tob poor to please.

Yet, critics, wonld your tribe deserve w pame,

And, fairly useful, r'se to honest fame ;

Frst, from the head, a load of lumber mave,

And, from the volume, all yourselves approve :

For patch'd and pilfer’d fragments, give us sense,

Or learning, clear from leam'd impertinence,

$ Sex a poem published some time ago under
that title, said to be the production of several in-
genious and prolific heads ; oue contributing a #i-
mile, unother @ character, and a certain gentleman
four shrewd lines wholly made ‘op of asterisks,

% See the preface to his edition of Sallost; apd
read, if You are able, the Scholia of sixtoen anoo-
tatoary by bim codlected, bewdey bin own.
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‘Where moral meaning, of where tasie presides,
And wit enlivens buot what reason guides :

Great without swelling, without meanvesn plain,
Serious, not gilly ; sportive, but not vain;

On trifles slight, on things of use profonond,

in quoting sober, and in judgiog soand.

VERSES

FRESTNTED TO THE PAIKCE OF ORANOE, OR HIY ¥ISTITHG
OXFOAD, 1N THE YRAR 1734,

Recmiv, lov'd prince, the tribute of our praise,
This hasty welcome, in unfinish’d lays
At best, the pomp of song, the peint of ar,
Display the genius, hut not speak the heart ;
And oft, a8 ornament must iruth supply,
Are but the splendid colouring of a lie.
Thene need pot bere ; for to & soul like thine,
Truth, plain and simple, will more lovely shine.
The truly good but wish the verse sincere:
They court oo flsttery, wha 0o censure fear,

Such Nassau is, the fairesl, gvnilest miod,
In bloowing yowth the Titus of mankind,
Crowds, wbo to hail thy wish'd appearance run,
Forgot the prince, to praise and love the man.
Such sense with sweetneess, grandeur mix’d with ease!
Our nobler youth will learn of thee to please:
Thy bright example sball cur world adom,
And charm, in gracious princes, yet unborn.

Nor deem this verse from venal art
That vice of courts, the roil for baneful weeds.
Here Candourdwells; here honest truths aretaught,
To guide and govern, not disguise, the thought,
See these enlighten’d sages, who preside
O’er Learning’s empire; see the youth they guide:
Behold, ali faces are in transport drest !
Bat those most wonder, who discern thee begt.
At ssght of 1hes, each free-born heart receives
A joy, the sight of princes rarely gives;
From tyrants sprung, and oft themaelves design’d,
By Pate, the foture Neroen of their kind:
But though thy bleod, we koow, transmitted, springs
Prom laurell'd heroew, and from warrior-kings,
Through that high series, we, delighted, trace
The friends of liberty, and human race !

©Oh, born to glad and animate our iale !
Forthee, our heavens look pleas’d, oor scasons smale
For thee, Jate object of our tender fears,
When thy life droop’d, and Britain was m teurs,
All-cheering Health, the goddess rowy-fuir, ,
Attended by soft suns, and vernal air, {howr,
Sought those fam'd springs', where, each affiictive
DFsease, and Age, and Pain, invoke her power:
She came; and, while to thee the current Gows,
Pour’d all herself, and in thy cop nrose.
Hence, to thy cheek, that instant bloom decv’d:
Hence, with thy health, the weepiug world revivd !

Proceed to emulate thy race divine:
A life of action, and of praise, be thipe.
Asgert the titles penuime to thy blood,
By nature, daring ; but by reason, good.
So great, 30 glorions thy forefathers shone,
No son of theirs must hope to lrve unknowu @
Their deeds wil! place thy virtue full in sight;
Thy vice, if vice thou haat, m stronger light.

! Batﬁ.
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If to thy fair begionings nobly true,

Think what the world may claim, and thoo must do:
The honours, that already grace thy name,
Have fix'd thy choice, and force thee into fume.
Ev'n she, bright Anns, whom thy worth bas won,
Impires thee what to seek apd what to shun
Rich in all cotward grace, th’ exalted fair
Makem the soul's besuty her peculiar care.

0, be yogr nuptials erown'd with giad increase
Of pone, in war renown'd, and great in peace;
Of danghters, fair and faithful, to supply

The patriot-race, till Natare's self shall die !

VERSES

OCCASTONED EY TR FNAZER'E LUNUILDIRG FART OF THR
UNITEREITY OF AMEEADEEN. -

In timen loog past, ere Wealth wes Learnings fos,
And dar'd despise the worth be would not know ;
Ere mitred Pride, which arts alone had rain'd,
Those very arts, in others saw, unpruis’d ;
Friend to mankind %, a prelate, good and great,
The Muses courtad to this safe retrest :

Fix'd each Bir virgin, decent, in ber cell,

With learned Leisure, and with Peace to dwefl.
The fabri¢ finish'd, to the sovereign's ame 3,
Hm own neglecting, be transferved his claim.
Here, by succemsive worthies, well was tanght
Whate'er eulightens, or exalts the though

With labour planted, and improv'd with care,
The various tree of knowledge floarish’d fair:
Eoft and sereme the kindly sessons roll'd,

Ard Science long enjoy’d her age of gold.

Now, dire reverse | impair'd by Iapse of yeurs,
A falling waste the Muses' seat appears,

O'er her gray roofs, with baneful ivy bound,
Timme, sure destroyer, walks hia hostile round :
Silent, and skow, and ceaseless in his toil,

He mines each wall, he moulders every pile!
Ruin hangs hovering o’er the fated place:
And damb Oblivion coines with mended pace.

Sad Learning’s genius, with a father’s feur,
Beheld the total desolation pear:

Beheld the Muses stretch the wing to fly;
And iix’d ou Heaven his sorrow-streaming eye!

From Heaven, in that dark hour, commission’d
Mild Charity, ev'n there the foremost name.  [came
Swift Pity flaw before ber, softly bright ;

At whose folt infuence, Natere umil'd with light.

“ Hear, and rejoice ! —the gracious pewer begun—
¢ Already, fir'd by me, thy favoarite son
This ruin’d scene remnrks with fllial eye ;

And, from its £afl, bids fairer fabrics rve.

Ev'n now, behold! where crumbling fragments gray,
In dust deep-bury'd, lost to memory lay, .

The column rwells, the well-knit arches bend,
The round dome widens, and the ruofe ascend !

“ Nor ends the bounty thus: by him bestow’d,
Here, Science shaltl her richest stores unicad.
‘Whate'er, long-bid, Philosophy hes foand ;

Or the-Muse sung, with living laurel crown'd;
Or History descry'd, far-looking sage,
In the dark doabtfuloem of distant agw ;

1 Bishop Elphinetone.
* Calling it King's College, m compliment to

Jumes IL

These, thy best wealth, with curious choics combin'd,
Now treasur'd here, shail form the studious mind :
To wits unborn the wanled succours give,

Ard fire the bard, whom Geniuy means to live,

' But, teach thy sons the gentle |nws of peace;
Let low Self"love and padant Discord ceasa:
Their object truth, utility ther aim,

Oune aocial spirit reign, in alf the mme,

Thus aided aris shall with fresh vigour ahoot ;
Their cuitur'd blossoms ripen*d ipto fruit 5
Thy faded star dispetme @ brighter ray,

And each glnd Muse repew her noblest lny.”

PROLOGUE
TO THE MECE OF DANAMTE,
OXEY BT LOAD BANTDWICH.

Wirne arts and arios, beneath Eliza’a amila,
Spread wide their influence o'et this happy mle;

A golden reign, uncurst with party rage,

That foe to taste, and tyrant of our age;

Ere all our leaming in a libel lay,

And all our taik, in politics, or play :

The statesman oft would soothe his toils with wit,
What Spenser sung, aud Nature’s Shakspeare writ;
Or to the laurell’d grove, at times, retire,

There, woo the Muse, snd wake the moving lyre.

As fair examples, like ascending morn,

The world at once enlighten and adorn;

Prom them diffus’d, the gentle arta of peace

Shot brightaning o’er the land, with swift incresse:
Rough Nature soften’d into grace and ease ;

Senre grew polite, and Science soughbt to please.

Reliev'd from you rude scene of party-din,
Where open Baseness vies with secret Sin,

And safe embower'd in Woburn's? airy groves,
Let us recall the Limen our taste approves;
Awaken to our aid the monming Muse ;
Through every bosom tender thought infuse ;
Meit angry Faction into moral semse,

And tv ha guests & Bedford's soul dispense.

Avd now, while Spring extends her smiling reign,
Green on the mouniain, fowery in the plain;
While genial Nature breathes, from hill 2nd dale,
Health, fragrance, gladness, in the living gale;
The various softness, stcaling through the heart,
Impressions sweetly social, will impart.

When sad Eadocia pours her hopetess woe,

The tear of pity will unbidden fow !

When crring Phocyas, whom wild passioos blind,
Helds up himself, a mirroe for mankiod ;

An equal eye oo our own hearts we turn,

Where frailties lurk, where fond affecticas burn:
And, comacious, Nature is iv all the same,

We moarn the guilty, while the guilt we hlame !

EPILOGUE
TC THE RHOTHERS,
4 TUAGKDY, WY DE. TOONG.
To woman, sure, the moet severs ffliction
Is, from these Fellows, point-blank coptradiction.

# The Siege of Damascas was acted at Woburn,
by the duke of Badiord, the earl of Ssndwich, and



PROLOGUE... IMPROMPTU... EPIGRAMS,

Oser band, without—3 wimh he would appear—
Td! T would give it him—but you shat] hear—

4 Good sir '™ quoth | —end curtsey’d as ] spoke—
4 Oar pit, you know, experts and loves 8 joke—
Twere £t to humoor them: for, right or wTong,
Troe Britons pever like the same thing [ong.
To day b f‘ir——t.hey atrut, huff, swear, harangoe::—
To marroe'’s fuul—they sueak aside, and hany :
E there & war—peace ! pesce ! is all their ory:
The pesos is made—then, blood! they *U figbt

and die.”

Gallants, in tatking thus, 1 meant no treswm :
1 would bave brought, you see, the man to reasa.
Tot with same folks, *tie Jabour lost to strive:
A reasoning mule will peither lead por drive,
He bumm'd, and haw'd; then, waking from his

dream,

&-y’d, 1 muowt pmch to yon his moral scheme.

A scheme, formooth ! to benefit the nation !
Some .oddwh:mo{pmupmpegntmu'!
Lord! talk w, héve—the man must be 3 widgeon :—
Deary may propagate—bat not Religion.

- Yet, after all, to give the Devil hia due,
Our author's scheme, thongh strange, is wholly new:
Well, shall the novelty then recommend it ?
H oot from liking, from caprice befriemd it.
For drums and routs, make bim a while your presion,
A ftthe “hl:fe let virtue be the fashion:
And, spite of real or imagin’d blunders,
Er'n let bim live, nine days, like other wonders

e

PROLOGUE
YO ME. THOMMN'I A0AMEMNON 1,

Wias this decisive night, at length, appears,
The night of every author's hopes and fears,
What shifts to bribe applause, poor poets try!
In all the forms of wit they court and lie:
These meenly beg it, as un alms; and those,
By bowstful blaster dazzle and impose.

Nor pooely fearful, nor securely vain,
Ours would, by honest ways, that grace obtam;
Woald, as & frea-bovn wit, be fairly try’d :
And then—let Candour, fairly too, decide,

He conrfa po friend, who blindly comes to praise;
He dreads oo foe—but whom his faults may raise,
Indulge m gemerous pride, that bids him own,

He aims to please, by noble means aloue ;

By what may win the judgment, wake the heart,

Inspiring Nature, and directing Art;

By scomnes, 50 wroaght, as may applause command

More from the judging head, than thundering hand.
Important is the moral we would teach—

Oh may this islend practise what we preach—

Yiet m its first approach with care to shon;

The wretch, who once enguges, is undone

Crimes lead o greater crimes, and link so strait,

‘What firsl was ascident, at fast is fate:

some other pevwors of distinetlon, in the month of
May, 1743

'The profits ariging from this play werw intended
o be given, by the author, to the Society for pro-
mgating Christian Knowledge.

1 5ep thee prologue to Sophonisha, a joint pro-
doction of Pope and Maliet’s, in the twelfth volume
of tha collection,

13

Guilt’s hapless servant sinks into & slave;
And Virtue's last sad strugglings cannot zave

¢ As such onr fair attempt, we hope to see
Our judges,—here at least—from influence free:
Ome place,—unbias’d yet by purty-rage,—
Where only Honour votes—the British stage.
We ask for juslice, for indulgence sue:
Qur inst best licence must proceed from you-"

IMPROMPTU,

ON A LADY, WH HAD PANIED IOME TIME FK PLAY MO
WITA A FEAY TOUMSG CHILD-

War, oo this least of little mimes,

Did Celia waste so many kises ?

Quoth Love, who stood bebind and emil’d,
¢ Shp kim'd the father in the child.”

EPIGRAM,

ON ERUING TWO FERAONI Famd BY [N FEAT EIFFCRltY
B TPAGLE

Ix modern as in ancient days,
See what the Muscs have to brag on:
The pinyer |nhump:lb-chnae
'I‘hepozunsuma-'iwtggm

EPIGRAM,
OW A CBATATH I'.DI.D.I FASEION PO A GIMCRR,

Nmua's angel-voice delights ;

Nerina’s devil-face affrights:

How whimsical her Strephon’s fate,
Copdeenn'd at coce 1o like and bate !

Bat be phe cruel, ho she kiod,

Love! strike ber dumb, or mske him blind.

A MHEILE 1M PRIOR,

-
AFPLIED TO THE MANE FERSON,

Prax Thomas, didst thou never pap
"Fhy bhead into  tinman's shop ?
There, Thomna, didet thou pever se—
*Tis but by way of simile—
A squirrel spend its little rage,
In?.‘lmplug roand a rollmg cage ?
Mov'd io the orb, pleas’d with the chlmel,
The foolish creature thinks it olimbs;
But here or there, turn wood ar win,
It pever gets two inches higher.
So fares it with this little peer,
Sa busy and s bustling here;
For ever Airting up and down,
And frisking round bis cage, the town.
A world of pothing tn his chat,
Of who said this, and who did that:
With wmilies, that never hit;
Vivacity, that has no wit;
Schemes Inid this hoar, the next forraken;
Advice aft wok'd, but never taken:
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Stll whird'd, by every rising whim,
From that to this, from her to him ;
And when he hath his circle run,
He cods—just where he Arst begm

ON AN AMOROUS OLD MAN.

Srier hovering ronnd the farr at sixty-four,
Unfit to love, unahle to give o'er ;

A flesh .y, that just Autters en the wing,

Awake to buz, hut oot alive to sting ;

Brisk where Le cannot, backward where be can ;
The Leazing ghost of the departed man.:

| .
ON L H, ES

Tre youth bad wit hinwelf, and could afford
4 witty neighbour his good word.

Though scandal was his joy, he would not swear:

An oath had made the ladies stare ;

At them he duly dress’d, but without passion ¢
His only mistress was the {ashion.

His werse with fancy glitter’d, cold and faint;
Hia prose, with sense, correctly quuint.
Triftes he lov'd ; he tasted arts:

At once a fribble, and a man of parta

A FRAGMENT.,
L

Fam morn ascenda: soft zephyr's wing
O'er hill and vale reoews the sprmg:
Where, sown profusely, herb and Bower,
Of balmy smell, of healing prwer,
Their souls in fragramt dews exhale,
And breathe fresb life in every gule.
Here, spreads a groen expame of plaing,
Where, sweetly pensive, Sileoce reigns;
And there, at ntmost stretch of eye,
A monntain fades into the sky ; )
While winding roond, diffus’d end deep,
A river mlls with sounding sweep.
Of buman art 1o traces near,
I seem alone with Nature here!

Here are thy walks, O sacred Heslth !
. 'The monarch's Miss, the hegger's weaith ;
The seasoning of all good below !
The sovereign friend in joy or woe !
O thou, most courted, most despis'd,
And but in absence duly priz'd!
Power of the soft and roay face!
The vivid pulse, the vermil grace,
The spirits when they gayest shioe,
Youth, besuty, pleasure, all are thine !
O Sun of life! whose heavenly ray
Lights up, amd cheers, our various day,
The turbulence of hopes and fears,
The storm of Fate, tha cloud of years,
Titl Natare, with thy parting light,

late in Death’s celm might:

Fled from the trophy'd roofs of state,
Abodes of splendid Pain and Hate;
Fled from the conch, where, in sweet aleep,
Hnt Riot would his eoguish steep,

But toases through the midnight shade,

OFf desth, of life, alike gfraid ;

For ever fled to shady cell,

Where Temperance, where the Muses dwell ;

Thou oft art sesn, at early dawn,

Blow.pacing o’er the breezy lown ;

Or on the brow of moamam high,

In nilenee feasting ear and eye,

With song and prospect, which ab

From\ birds, and woods, and waters roamd.
But when the Sun, with noontide ray,

Flumes forth iotolerable day;

While Heat =its fervent oo the plain,

With Thirst and Languor in his train ;

All natare sickening in the blaze :

Thon, in the witd apd woody maze,

That clouds the vale with umbrage deep,

Impendent from t