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THE

RAMBLER.

N° 71. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1750.

-•
Vlve..e qnod propero pauper, nee inutilis IUlnu

De. venia",. pr:operat vivel'e ne",o sati,.' :MART.

Trlll(', Sir, to live I haste, your pardon !iive.
For tell me, who makes haste enough to Iiv~ ?

F. LEWTI.

M_",~y words and sentences are so frequently heard
in the mouths ormen, ,that a superficial observer is
inclined to believe, tha.t they ,.must contain some
primary principle, some great rule o(action, which
it is proper always to have present to the attention,
and by which the use of every hour is to be adjust.
ed. Yet, if we consider the conduct of those sen.
tentious philosophers, it will often be tonnd that
they repeat these aphorisms, merely became they
have somewhere heard them, because they have
nothing else to 8<1y, or bcca\lse they think,venera­
tion gained by such appearances of wisdom, but
that no ideas are annexed to the words, and that, ac­
cording to the old blunder of the followe~s of Aris.
toile, thl·ir souls are mere pipes or organs, which
transmit sounus, but uo not under;tanj them.

TOL. Y. II



THE RAlii ItLEl't. N° 11.
Of this kind is' the well.known and well-attested

position, that life is short, which may be heard
among mankinlJ by an attentive auditor, many times
a day, but which never yet withi~y reach of ob.
servation left any impression upon the mind; and
perhaps, if my readers will tuJP their thoughts back
upon their old friends, they will find it difficult to

.call a single man to remembrance, who appeared
to know that life was short till be .Wall about to
Jose it. .

It is obsenable that Horace, in his account of the
c:baracters of men, as they are diversified by the va.
riouB influence of time, remarks, that the old man
is dilator, spe longus, given to procrastination, and
inclined to extend his. hopes to a great distance.
So far are we generally from thinking what we of.
un say of the shortness of life, that at the ti~e

when it is necessarily shortest, we form projecte
which we delay to execute, indulge such expecta_
tions as nothing out a long train of events can gra-.
tifr, and suffer those passions to gain upon us,.
which are only excusable in the prime of life. .

These'rellections were lately excited in my mind,.
by an evening's conversation with my friend Pro..
spero; who, at the age of fifty-five, has bought an
estate, and is now contriving to dispose and culti..
vate it with uncommOn elegance. His great plea­
sure is to walk among stately trees, and lie nrusing
in the heat of noon under their shade; he is there..
fore maturely considering now he shall dispose hi$
walks and his groves, and has at last determined to
lend for the best plans from Italy, and forbear
planting till· the next seas;>n.

ThUll is life trifled away in preparations to do
wb~t never can be done, if it be left unattempted.
t~ll aU tlle l'p.ltUi~i~s which imuiinatioQ can .IlUi~elit
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are gathered together. Where our design term.i.
nates only in oar own satisfaction, the mistake is of
no great importance; for the pleasure of expectinr
enjoyment is often greater than that of obtaining it,
and the completion of almost every wish is found a
disappointment; but when many others ace in.
tcrested in an undertaking, when any design i.
formed, in which the improvement or security oC
mankind is involved, nothing is more unworthy
either of wisdom or benevolence, than to delay it
from time to time, or to forget how much every day
that passes over us takes away from our power, and
how soon an idle purpose to do an action, sinks into.
a mournful wish that it had once been done.

We are frequently importuned, by the bacchana.
lian writers, to lay hold on the present hOllr, to
catch the pleasures within our reach, and rememuer
that futurity is not at our command.

T. It3,,! ~,,~«(.. ~J.~' "e~'o" ~'. 3~ w<lf:ABpr,z......... •Up'''''' .. ;030', .~~ a....o••

Soon fades the rose; once past the fragrlUlt hou,
Tbe luiterer lind" a brdwble for a ilow'r.

Bd snrely thes~ exhortations may, with equal
propriety, be applied to better purposes; it may be a.t
least inculcated that pleasures are more safely jlOlit-.
poned than virtues, and that greaft'r loss is sult"ered
by mis!ling an opportunity of doing good, than lUI

hour of giddy frolick and noisy merriment.
When Baxter had lost a thousand pounds, which

he had laid up for the erection of a school, he used
frequently to mention the misfortune as an incite.
ment to be charitable while GOll gives the powe! of
bestowing, ami considered himself as culpable in
lome deiree for h'lovjng left a .iood action ia tb."

JJ~
I
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Ilands of c;haJ:lce, and suffered his benevolence to be
defeated for want of quickness and diligence.

It is'lamented by Hearne, the learned antiquary
of Oxford, thatthis general forgetfulness of the fra­
gility of life, has remarkably infected the students
of monuments and records; 'l,S their emplopll£'nt
consists first in collecting, and afterwards in arrang­
ing or abstracting what libraries afford them, they
ought to amass no more than they caq digest; but
when they have undertaken a work, they go on
searching and transcribing, call for new supplies,
when they are already overburdened~ and at last
leave their work unfinished. It is, says he, thf'
business oj a good antiquary, as'oJ agood mctn, to
have mortality alrcays before him.

Thus, not only in the slumber of sloth, but in
tIle dissipation of ill-directed industry, is the short_
ness of life generally forgotten. As some men lose
theit: hours in laziness, because they suppose, that
there is time enough for the repara.tion of neglect;
others busy themse! res in providing that no length
of life m;lY want employment ; and it often happens,
that sluggishness and activity are equally surprised
by the last summons, and perish not more differ­
entl) from each other, than th~owl that received
the shot in her flight, from her that is killed U~Oll

the bush.
Among thp many improvements made by the last

centuries in hnman kllowledge, may b'l !lumbered
the exact calcUlations of the ,'aluc of life; but what­
ever may be their use in traffick, they seem very
little to have advanced morality. They have hither­
to been rather applied to thf acquisition of money,
than of wisdom; the computer refers none (If his
calculations to his own tenure, but persists in con-

, tempt of probability, to foretcl old age to himself,
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and belieTes that be is marked ont to reach the ut.
most verge of human existence, and see thousanda
and ten thousands fall into th'tl grave. ,

So deeply is this fallacy rooted in tbe heart, and
.0 strongly guarded by hope and fcar against the
approach of reason, ,tbat neither science nor ell:peri.
ence can shake it, and we act as if life were withont
end, though we lee and confess its uncertainty and
shortness•.

Divines have, with great strength and ardour,
shown the absurdity of delaying reformation and
repentance; a degree of folly, indeed, which se~

eternity to hazard. It is the same weakness, in pro­
portion to the importance of the neglect, to transfer
any care, which now claims OU1' attention, to a fu.
ture time; we subject ourselTes to needless danger.
from accident~ which early diligence would have
obviated, or perplex our minds by vain precautions,
and make provision for the execution of designs, of
which the opportunity once miSled neTer will re.
turn.

As he that lives longest lives but a little wbile,
every man may be certain that he has no time t()
W3.litc. The duties of life are commensurate to its
duration, and ~ery day brings its task, which if
neglected is doubled on the morrow. But he that
bas already trilled away those months !,nd years, iii
which he should haTe laboured, must remember that
be has now only a part of that of which the wholo
iI little; and that since the few moments remaining
are to be considered as the last trult of heaven, not
.•De ill to be lost.

:as
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•
(Jmni~ Aristippum decuit slatWl, ef col9r, et re!,
Tent"utell' majora, fere pl'uelltibus tequ..lII. ' Hon,

Yet AristippWl ev'ry d~ess became,
In ev',y 'farious change of lif" the same;
Alld though he aim'd at things of highe, kind,
Yet to the present held an cqnalllllnd. rliANCIq.

TO TilE RAMBLER.

STR, ,

T ilOSE who exalt. themselves into the chair of in.
struction, withoutinquiri'ng whether any will submit
to their anthority, have not sufficiently considered
how much of human life passes, in little fncidents, cur.
sory conversation, slight business, anrl casual amuse.
ments; and therefore they have endeavoured only to
inculcate the mQre awful "ittues, without conde.
scending to re~ard those petty qualities, which grow
important only by their freqneIftly, and which,
though they produce no single 'acts of heroism, nor
astoni8h u~ by grt'at events, yet are every moment
exertin~ their infl,uence upon us, and ma.ke the
draught of life sweet or bitter by in:tllereeptible in.
stillations. They operate unseen amI unregarded,
jI.S change of air makes I1S sick or healthy, though
we breathe it without attention, and only know the
particles that impregnate it by their salutary or
mali~na'lt effects.

Y flU hare ~ho\Vn yourself not ignorant of the va.
l~e of thos:: iUUlI.ltern el1dowm..:nts, yet have hither.
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to neglected to recommend good.humour to tho
world, though a little reflection will show you that
it is the balm of being, the quality to which all that
adorns or elevates mankind must owe its power of
pleasing. W.ithout goo'd-humour, learning and
bravery can only confer that superiority which
swells the heart of the lion in the de~ert, where he
roars without reply, and ravages without resistance.
Without good-humour, virtue may awe byits dig.
nity, and amaze by its brightness; but must always
be viewed at a distance, awl will scarcely gain a
friend or attract an imitator.

Good-humour may be defined a habit of being
pleased; a constant and perennial softness of man.
ner, easiness of approach, and suavity of disposi.
tion; like that which every man perceives in him..
self, when the first transports of new felicity have
subsided, and his thoughts are only kept in motion
by a slow succession of soft impulses. Good.hu­
mour is a state between gaiety and unconcern; the
act or emanation of a mind at leisure to regard the
gratification of another. .

It is imagined by many, that whenever they aspire
to please,..they are required to be merry, and to show
the gladness of their souls by flights of pleasantry,
and bursts of laughter. But though these men may
be for a time heard with applause and ~dmiratioiJ,

they seldom delight us long. We enjoy them a
little, and then retire to elj.Sine£s and good-humour,
as the eye gazes a while on eminences glittering witli
the sun, but soon turns aching away to verdure and
to flowers. ;~

Gaiety is to good-humour as animal perfumes
to vegetable fragrance-; the one overpowers weak,
spirits, and the other recreates and revives them.
Gaiety seldo~ fails to give some paiR; the hearer". ,
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either strain their faculties to accompany its tower.
jugs, or are left behind in envy and despair. Good.
humour boasts no faculties which everyone does
not believe in his own power, and pleases princi.
pally by not offending.

It is weH known that the most certain way to
gi,ve any,man pleasure is to persuade him that you
receive pleasure from-him, to encourage him to free.
dom and confidence, and to avoid any such appear_
ance of superiority as may overbear and depres&
him. We see many that by this a.rt only spend their
days in the midst of caresses, invitations, and civi­
lities; and without any extraordinary qualities or
attainments, are the universal favourite's of both
Iiexes, and certainly find a friend in every place.
The darlings of the world will, indeed, be generlll_
Iy found such as excite neither jealousy nor fear,
and are not considered as candidates for any enri_
llent degree of reputation, but content themselves
with common accomplishments, and endeavour ra­
ther to solicit kindness than to raise esteem; there_
fore, in usemblies and places of resort, it seldom
fails to happen, that though at the entrance of some
particular person, every face brightens with glad­
ness, and every hand is extended in salutation, yet
if you pursue him beyond the first exchange of civl.
lities, you will find him of very small importance,
and only welcome ~o the company, as one by whom
all conceive themselves admired, and with whom
anyone is at liberty to amuse himself when he caD
lind no other auditor or companion; as 'one with
whom all are at ease, who will hear a jest without
criticism, and a narrative without contradiction,
who laughs with every wit, and yields to every dis.
puter. .

There are many whose vanity always inclines
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them to associate with thole from w'hom they bavo
no reason to fear mortification; and there are time!!
in which the wise and the knowing are willing to
receive praise without the labour of deserving it, in
which the most elevated mind is willing to descends
and the most active to be at rest. All therefore are
at some hour or another fond of companions whom
they can entertain upon easy terms, and who will
relieve them from solitude, without condemniDI
them to vigilance and caution. We are most in.
clined to love when we have nothing to fear, and
he that encourages us to please ourselves, will not
be long without preference in our affection to those
",-hose learning holds us at the distance of pupils, or
whose wit cal1s all attention from us, and leaves u.
without importance and without regard.

It is remarked by prince Henry, when he sees
Ealstaff lying on the ground, that he could have
better spc,red a better man. He was well acquaint,,;
ed with th~ vices and fol1ies of !lim whom he lament­
ed; but whiie his conviction compelled 'him to do
justice to superior qualities, his tenderness still
broke out at the remembrance of Falstaff, of the
cheerful companion, the loud buffoon, with whom
he had passed his time in all the luxury of idleness,
who had gladded him with unenvied merriment, and
whom he could itt once enjoy and despise.

You may perhaps think this account of those who
are distinguished for their good-humour, not very
.consistent with the praises which I hare bcstow~d

upon it. But surely nothing can more evidently
show the value of this quality, than that it re('oln•
.mends those who are destitute of all other excellen.
cies, and procures fegard to the trifling, friel,ldship
to the worthless, and affection to the dull. .

Good.humour is indeed &enerally degraded by the
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•baraeters in which it is found; for, being cowi.
dered as a cheap and vulgar quality, we find it of.
ten neglected by those that, having excellencies of
higher reputation and brighter splendour, perhap.
imagine that they have some right to gratify them­
Ilelves at the expense of others, and are to demand
compliance rather than to practise it. It is by some
unfortunate mistake that almost all those who have
any claim to esteem or love", press their pretension.
with tao little consideration of others. This mis.
W{e, my own interest, as well as my zeal for gene­
ral bappiness, makes me desirous to rectify; for I
have a friend, who, because he knows bis own
fidelity and usefulness, is never willing to sink into
a companion: I have a wife whose beauty first sub.
dued me, and whose, wit" confirmed her conquest,
but whose beauty now serves no other purpose than
to entitle her to tyranny, and whose wit is only
used to justify perverseness. •

Surely nothing can be more unreasonable than to
lose the will to please, when we are conscious of
the power, or show more cruelty than to choose
any kind of influeilce before that of kindness. He
that regards the welfare of others, should make hi.
virtue approachable, that it may be loved and copi­
ed; and he that considers the wants which every
man feels, or will feel, of external assistance, must
rather wish to be surrounded by thoseihat love him,
than by those that admire his excellencies, or solicit
his favours; for admiration ceases with novelty,
and interest gains its end and retires. A man whose
great qualities want the ornament of superficial at.·
tractions, is like a naked mountain with mines of
gold, which will be frequented only till the treasure
j. nhalUt.ed. lam, &c.

Pllu:'OJdJDaa.
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N° 73. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER ~7, 1750.

-
Stulte. quid Ofnutra voti! puerilib". "pta.

Qua: lWn ulla tulit. Jertoe.JeretL·e die••

Why tbinla the fool with chiltl.ish hope to see
l\'l.lllt neither is, nor was, Dor e'er shall be?

Al,PBJIfIlTO••

TO THE RAJIBLE••

IJll,

IF yon feel any of that compassion wbiclt yon re.;- .
£oufmend to others, you will not disregard a caSlt
which I have reason from observation to believe
..ery common, and which I know by cxpcr.ience to
be very miserable. And though the querulous are
seldom received with great ardour of kindness, I
hope to escape the mortilication of findiug that mT
lamentations spread the contagion of impatienc(!,
and plJ)duce auger rather than tendcrneiS. I writ.
not merely to vent the swelling of my heart, but to
inquire by what means I.may recover my tranquil­
lity; &I1d shall endeavour at brevity in my narrative,
having long known that complaint quickly tires,
however elegant, or however just. .

I was born in a r6lIlote country, of a family that.
boasts alliances with the greatest names in English
history, and extends its claims of affinity to the Tu­
dors alJd Plantagenets. ..My ancesto,rs by little and
little wasted thdr lroltrimony, till my father bad

. Ilot enoU&.h left for the support of a family, \Vithuut
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descending to the cultivation of his own grounds,
being condemned to pay three sisters the fortunes al.
lotted them by my grandfather, who is suspecttd to
have made his will when he was incapable of aJjutit.
hig properly the claims of his children, and who,
perhaps without design, enriched his daughters by
beggaring his son. My aunts being, at the death
ef their father, neither young nor beautiful, nor
very eminent for softness of behaviour, were,suffer­
ed to live unsolicited, and by accumulating the in•

. terest of their portions, ,grew every day richer and
prouder. My father pleased himself with foresee­
ing that the possessions of those ladies must revert
at last to the hereditary estate, and that his family
might lose none of its dignity, resolved to keep me
untainted with a lucrative employment: whenever
therefore I discovered any inclination to the im­
provement of my condition, 'my mother never fail­
ell to put me in mind of my birth, and charged me
to do nothing with which I might be reproached
when I should come to my aunts' estate.

In all the perplexities or vexations which want of
money brought upon U3, it was our constant prac­
tice to have recourse to futurity. If any of our
neighbours surpassed us in appearance, we went
home and contrived an equipage, with which the
death of my aunts was to supply us. If any purse­
proud upstart was deficient in respect, vengeance
was referred to the time in which our estate was to
be repaired. 'We registered every act of civility
and rudeness, inquired, the number of dishes at
every feast, and minuted the furniture of every
house, that we might, when the hour of atnuence
shoull!. come, be able to eclipse all their splendour,
and surpass all their magnificence.
. Upon plans of elegance, and iicheDJe5 of ,pleasure,
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t:be day rose and set, and the yrar went round un.
regarded, while we were busied in laying out plan_
tations on ground not yet our own, and deliberat.
ing whether the manor.house should he rebuilt or
repaired. This was the amusement of our leisure,
and the solace of our exigencies; we met together
oIlly to conh'ive h0}V our approaching fortune should
be enjoyed; for in this our conver~atioJl always
ended, on whatever subjectit began. We had none
of the collateral intere,ts, which diversify the life of
others with joys and hopes, but had turned our
whole attentifm on one event, which we could nei.
ther hasten nor retard,. and had no other object of
curiosity than the health or sickness of my aunts,
of which we were careful to procure very exact aDd
early intelligence.

Tllis visionary opUlence for a while soothed our
inlagination, but afterwards fired our wishes, and
exasperated our necessities, and my father could not
always restrain himself from exclaiming, that no
creature had 80 many lh:es as a cat and an old maid.
A t last, upon the recovery of his ~is ter from au ague,
which she was supposed to have caught by sparing
fire, he began to lose his stomach, and four months
afterwards sunk into the grave.

My mother, who loved her husband, !urvived
him but a little while, and left me the sole heir of
their lands, their sdlCmes, and their wishes. As I
had not enlarged my conceptions either by books or
conversation, I differed only from my father by the
freshness of my checks, and the vigour of my step;
and, like bim, gave way to no thoughts but of cn­
JOJing the wealth which my aunts were hoarding.

A t length the eldest fdl ill. I paid the civilitici
and compliments which sickness requires with the
utmo!>t punctuality. I dreamed evcry night of

.01" v. C
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ellcuteheons and white glovei, and inquired evety
morning at an early hour,whether there were any
Jlews of my dear aunt. At IlL'lt a messenger was sent
to inform me that I must come to her without tha _­
delay of a !homeut. I went and heard her last ad­
.ice, but opening her will, found that she had left.
her fortune to her second sister.

I hung my head; the youngest sister threatenecl
to' be married, and every thing was disappointment.,
and discontent. I was in danger of losing irrepa.ra­
bly one-third of my hopes, and was condemned still
to wait for the rest. Of part of my'terronr I was
loon eased.; for the' youth, whom his relation"
would have compelled to marry the old lady, after
innumerable stipulations, articles, and settlements~

ran away with the daughter of his father's grpom ; .
and my aunt, upon this conviction of the perfidy bf
man, .resolved never to listen more to amorous ad..
dresses.

Ten-yean longer I dragged the shackles of ex~.
pectation, -without every suffering a day to pass, in.
",hich I did not compute how much my chance was
improved of being rich to-morrow: At last the se­
cond lady died, after a short illne~8, which yet was
long enough to afford her time for the disposal of .
ker estate, which she gave to me after the death yf
her sister. .

I was -DOW relieved from part of my misery; a
larger fortnne, though not in my power, was cer..
tain and unalienable; nor was there now any-danger,
that I might at last b~ frustrated of my hopes by a
fret of dotage, the flatteries of a. chamber-maiel, th.
whispers of a talc-bearer, or the officiousness of a
Durse. But my wealth was yet in reversion, my
aunt was to be buried bcfore I could emcrge to grall­
deur and plea;ure; and there were yet, accorclin,.
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to my father's observation, nine lives betw~en me
and happiness.

I howeTer lived on, without any clamours of dis.
hntent, and comforted myself with considering,
that all are mortal, and they who are continuall,.
_caying must at last be destroyed.

But Jet no man from this time suffer his flflicity
to depend on the death of his aunt. The good
gentlewoman was very regular in her hours, and
simple in her diet; and in walking or sitting still,
waking or sleeping, had always in ~iew the preserv.
ation of her health. She was subject to 1\0 disorder
but hypochondriac dejection; by which, without
intention, she increased my miseries, for whenever
the weather was cloudy, she would take her bed
and send me notice that her time was come. I went
with all the haste of eagerness, and sometimes re­
ceived passionate injunctions to be kind to her maid,
and directions how the last offices should be per.
fonned; but if before my arrival the sun happened
to brilak out, or the -wind to change, I met her at
the door, or found her in the garden, bUltling and
Yigilant, with all the tokens of long life.

Sometimes, however, she fell into distempers, and
1ras thrice given over by the doctor, yet she found
means of slipping through the gripe of death, and
after baTing tortured me three months at each time
,..ith violent alternations of hope and (tar, came out
ofber chamber without any other hurt than the J051
of flesh, which in a few weeks she recovered by
broths and jellies. • •

As most have sagacity sufficient to guess at tbe
detires of an heir, it was the constant practice oC
those who were hopipg at second hand, and en.
deavoured to secure my favour a~ainst the time
"lIe, I should be ricb, to pay their court, br w...~
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forming me that my aunt began to droop, that she
ltad lately a bad night, that she coughed feebly, and
that she could ne"er climb May hill; or, at least,
that tbe autumn would carry her off. Thus Wall I
flattered in the winter with the piercing winds of
March, and ill summer, with the fogs of September.
But she lived through spring and fall, and set hea.t
and c'old at defiance, till, after near' half a century,
I buried her on the fourteenth of last JUlle, aged
Ilillety.three years, five months, and six days.

For two months after her death I was rich, and
was pleased with that obsequiousness and reverence
which wealth instantaneously procures. But this
joy is no\i" past, and I have returned again to my
old habit of wishing. Being accustomed to give the
future full powor over my mind, and to start awa.y
from the scene before me to some expected enjoy_
ment, I deliver up myself to the tyranny of every
desire which fancy suggests, and long for a thousand
things which I am unable to procure. Money bas
much less ]lower than is ascribed to it by those tha.t
want it. I had formed 'schemes which I cannot ex_
ecute, I had supposed events which do not come to
pass, and the rest of my life must pass in craving
solicitude, unless you can find some remedy for a.
mind, corrupted with an inveterate disease of wish_
in~, and unable to think on any thing but wants,
which reason tells me will never be sllpplied.
, I am, ~c.

CUPIDVB.
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Jti'a'aflw tIe lmo4 Itrpe caprina. Ho••

:1'01' nouSht wwented, .be fllr nought tormenta.
ELl'UINBrOlfo

MEN IlCldom giTe pleasure, wllere they arc not
pleased themselves; it is necessary, therefore, to I

cultivate an habitual alacrity and cheerfulness, that
mwhateTcr state we may be placed by.Providence,
whether we are appointed to confer or receive bene..
fits, to implore or to afford protection, we may secure
the love of those with whom we transact. For
though it is generally imagined, that he who grants
mours, may spare any attention to his behaviour,
and that usefulness will always procnre friends; yet
it has been found, that there is an artof granting
requests, an art very difficult of attainment; that
officiousnoss and liberality may be so adulterated,
lIS to lose the greater part of their effect;, that com.
pliance may provoke, relief rna)" harass, and libera.
lity distress.

No disease of the mind can more fatally disable it
from benevolence, the chief duty of social beings,
than ill-humour or peevishness; for though it breaks
Dot out in paroxys,ms of outrage, nor bursts·into
clamour, turbulence, and bloodshed, it wears out
happiness by slow corrosion, and smjlH injuries in.
cessantly repeated. I t may be co.nsidered as the
canker of life, that destroys its vigour, and check.
ill Un,ProTement, that creeps on with hourly dcpre-

,,3
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dations, and taints and vitiates what it CaDJlot ClOR­

sume.
Peevishness, whe~ it has been so far indulged, as

to outruR the motions of the will, and discover itself
without premeditation, is a species of depravity ill.
the highest degree disgusting and offensive, because
no rectitude of intention, nor softness of address,
can ,ensure a moment's exemption from affront and
indignity. 'Vhile we are courting the favour of a.
peevish'man, and exerting ourselves ill the most di.
ligent civility, an unlucky, syllable displeases, an
unheeded circumstance rullies.and exasperates; amI
in the moment when we congratulate ourselves upou.
llaving gained a friend, our endeavours are frus­
trated at once, and all our assiduity forgotten in the
casual tumult of some trifling irritation.

This troublesome impatience is sometimes nothing
more than the symptom of some deeper malady.
He that is angry without daring to confess bis re.
sentment, or sorrowful without the liberty of telling
his grief, is too frequently inclined to give vent to
the fermentations of bis mind at the first passages
that are opened, and to let his passions boil over
upon those whom accident throws in his way. A
p:ti.nful and tediolls course of sickness frequently
produces such an alarming apprehension of the least
increase of "neasine.s, as kieeps the soul perpetually
on the watch, such a restless and -incessant solici­
tude, as no care or' tenderness can appease, and
can only be pacified by the cure of the distemper,
lllld the removal of that pain by which it is excited.

Nearly approaching to this weakness, is the cap­
tiousness of old age. When the strength is crushed,
the senses dulled, and the common pleasures of life
become insipid by repetition, we are willing to im­
pute ou~ uneasiness to causes not wh~lly out of our
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pcnrer., and p!E'ase oursclvn with fancying that we
sd"i.'T &ty J1C'j!;lect, uDkindnes~, or any evil which ad­
•• a I'l'ftK'dy; rather than by the decays of nature,
_Jr.a atNIot be prevented or repaired. We there':
"'re reYcBgc ollr plUns upon those on whom we re.
solve to char~e them; and too often drive mankind
away at the time we hare the greatest need of ten.
dtnress aud assistance.

But th()tJ~b peevishness may sometimes claim Olll;

c:ompaslion, as the consC{luence or concomitant of
.isery, it iii very often fOllnd, where nothing can
j.tify or excns(' it; admission. It is frequently on&
of the atteJ1dantson the prosperous, andis employ.
ed by insolence in ('xacting homage, or by tyranny
a karas~ing subjection. It is the otlspring of idle.
DeSS 01' pridt'; of idlCllcss anxious fOF trifll's; or
pride nnwilling- to endure the least obstruction of
__r wishes. Those who have long lived in solitud~

indeed naturally contract this ullsoeial quality, be.
~use, having lon~ bad only themsel'fes to please,
they do not readily depart from their own incli.
Jlalions; their sillgularitil's tberl'f()re are only blam.
able, wh"n they have imprudently or morosely
withdraw'n themselves from the world; but there
are others, WAO ha\'e, with~ut any necessity, nursed
IIp this habit iu their minds, b) making implicit sub.
miniTencss the condition of their favour, and suf.
fering 1I0lle to aPl'r~ach them, but those who never
'peak but to applaud, or move but to obey.

He that giTes bilmclf up to his own fancy, and
ronwrses with none but such as he bires to lull him
on the down of absolute aUlhority, to sooth him
with obsequiousnc,s. and regale- him with flattery,
soon ~ro\\ s tor) slothf'.1l fer the J"bonr of contest,
too tender for :hc asperity of coutradiction, anu
too delicate for tLc coarseness 01 truth; a little cpr
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position offends, a little restraint enrages, and a lit­
tle difficulty perplexes him; having been accnstom_
~ to see every thing give way to his humour, he
BOon forgets his own littleness, and expects to find
the world rolling at his beck, and all mankind em­
ploy.ed to accommodate and delight him.

Tetrica had a large fortune bequeathed to her by
an aunt, which made her very early independent,
and placed her in a state of superiority to all about
her. Having no superfluity of understanding, she
was soon intoxicated by the flatteries of her maid,
who informed her that ladies, such as she, had no­
thing to do but take pleasure their own way; that
she wanted nothing from others, and had therefore
no reason to vaJue their opinion; that money wac

.every thing; and that they who thought themselvell
ill-treated, should look for better usage among their
equals•

. 'Varm with these generous sentiments, Tetrica
came forth into the world, in which she endeavour.
ed to force respect by haughtiness of mien und vehe­
mence of langull.ge; but having neither birth, bean.
ty, nor wit, in any uncommon degree, she suffered.
such mortifications from those who thought them•
•elves at liberty to return her ins'ults, as reduced her
turbulence to cooler malignity, and taught her to

- practise her arts of vexation only where she might
hope to tyrannize withont resistance. She con~

tinued from her twentieth to her fifty-fifth year to
-torment all her inferiors with so much diligence,
that she has formed a principle of disapprobation,
and finds in every place something to grate her JDiad,
and disturb her quiet. .

If she takes the air, she is offended with the heat
or cold, the glare of the .SUfi, or the gloom of the
c:Jouds; if she ~akes a visit, the room in which she
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i. fo be received, is too light, or too dark, or fur_
Ili!hed with something which she cannot see with.
out aversion. Her tea is never of the right sort;.
6te ~es on the China give ,her disgust. Where
6ere are children, she hates the gabble of brats j

wilere tbere are none, she cannot bear a place with.
out !lome cheerfulness and rattle. If many servants
are kept in a house, she ncver fails to tell how lord
LaTish was ruined by a numerous retinue; if few,
lIle relates the story of a miser th.at m.ade his com.
pany wait on themselves. She quarrelled with one
family, because she had an unplc;\sant view from
flIt-ir windows; with another, because the squirrel
leaped within two yards of her; and with a third,
because sill' could not bear the noise'Of the parrot.

or milliners and mantua.makers she is the pro­
'YerlJial torment. She compels them to alter their
'Work, then to unmake it, and contrive it after an.
G1ber fashion; then changes her mind, and likes it
better as it was at first; then will have a small im­
proTl'IDent. Thus SIll' proceeds till no profit can
recompense the vexation; they at last leave" the
dotlles at hcr ~onsc, aDd refuae to serve her. Her
maid, the only bl'ing that can endure her tyranny,
profenes to take her own course, and hear her
mistress talk. Such is the consequence of peevish_
DOli; it can be borne only when it is despised.

It sometimes hapVtms that too cl<>se an atten.
tion to minute exactness, or a too rigorous habit of
examining every thing by the standard of perfec.
tion, 'VitiatCll the temper, rather than improves the
lInderstanding, and teaches' the miod to discern
faults 'With unhappy penetration. It is incident
likewise to men of vigoroU5 imagination to please
fJrelllselYes too much with futurities, and to fret bt»
CUIIe those e:xpectatioDi are disappointed, wbic1k
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. llTtould never have been fonned. Knowledge and.
fenius are often enemies to quiet, by suggesting
ideas of excellence, which men and the performance.
of men cannot attain. But let no man rashly deter_
mine, that his unwillingness to be pleased is a proof
of understanding; unless his superiority appears
from less doubtful evidence; for thougb peevishness
may sometimes justly boast its descent from learn_
ing or from wit, it is much oftener of blUll extrac­
tion, the chill} of van.ity, and nursling of i,nor•
• nce. ,

N° 75. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1750•

•
Diligitur "elM, nili cui Fortuna secunda est,

QU<f, Jimul intonuit. proxima <[Uf£que fugat.

When smiling Fortune spreads her goldeu ray.
All crowd around to flatter and obey:
But when she thunders from an angry sky,
Our f:~ndJ, our flatterers, our lover» fly. MillS A. 'If.-

'TO THE R4HBLER.

SIR,

TII~ diligence with which yon endeavour to culti..
",ate tile knowledge of nature, manners, and life,
will perhaps incline you to pay some regard to the
observations of one who has been taught to know
mankind by unwelcome information, and wiloso
opinions are the result, not of solitary conjectlues,
but of practice <Lnd experience.

• Anna Williams. of whom an account is Itiven in the Life
.r p,. ] ohnwll, p:efi,xed t9 tbilI ~djliOll, C. .

"
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1 was born to a large fortune, and bred to the

knowledge of those a.rts which are supposed tu ac­
c:ompli~h the mind, and adorn the penon of a wo.
man. To these atta.inments, which custom and edu.
cation almost forced upon me, I added some volun.
tary ac.quisitions by the use of books, and the con.
"ersation of that species of men whom the ladie.
generally mention with terrour and aversion under
the name of scholars, but whom I have found a
h,mless and inoffensive order of beings, not su
Bluch wiser than ourselves, but that they mllY re.
ceive as well-illl communicate kllo'wledge, and more
inclined to degrade their own character by coward.
ly submission, than to overbear or oppress U8 with
their learning or their wit.

lo'rom these mPD, however, if they are by kind
treatment encouraged to talk, something ,may blj

gained, which, embellished with elegancy, and sof.
tened by modesty, will always add dignity a.nd va­
lne to female conversation; and from my acquaint.
ance with the bookish part of the world I derived
many principles of judgmpnt and maxims of pru.
dence, by which I was enabled to draw upon myself
the general regard in every place of concourse or
pleasure. My opinion )vas the great rule of appro.
bation, my remarks were remembered by those
who desired the second degree of fame, my mien was
ltudied, my dress was imitated, my letters were
handed from one family to another, and read by
those who copied them as sent to themselves; my
'1'illits were solicited as honours, and multitudes
boasted of an intimacy with Melissa, who had only
teen me by accident, and whose familiarity had never
proceeded beyond the exchange of a compliment, or
return of a courtesy•.

I shall make no licfuple or coafc8sing that I Wal
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pleased with this universal venera.tion, beeat1~e (
al ways considered it as paid to my iIttcinsick. qllaii­
ties aud inseparable merit, and very easily perllQ.a.cl­
~d myself that rartune had no part ill my superiori­
ty. WheD. I looked upon my glass, I saw yOlltfl.
and beauty, with health thatmigkt give me reaSOR
to hope their continuance; when 1 examined my
mind, 1 found some strength of judgment, and fer­
tility of fancy; and was t\)ld that every actioll was
grace, and that every accent was persllasion.

In this mallner my life passed like a continual
triumph amidst acclamatiolls, and envy, alld COllCt­

ship, and caresses: 'to please .Melissa was the gene­
ral ambition, and every stratagem of artful Ha.ttery
was practis~d UpOIl me. To be flattered is gra.te­
ful, . even when we know that our praises are not
believed by those who pronounce them; .for tht."J'
prove, at least, ollr power, and show that oW'
favour is valued, since it. is purchased by the'mean­
ness of falsehood. But, perhaps, the flatterer is
not oitcn detected, for an honest m,ihd is not apt
to suspect, and no one exerts the power of discern­
ment with mueh vigour when self.love favou,s the
deceit.

The number of adorrrs, a.nd the perpetual dis­
traction of my thoughts by new schemes of plea.
sure, prevented me from listening to any of tbQse
who crowd in multitudes to give girls advice, and
kept me ulI.(Ilarried and unengaged to my t\Venty~

seventh year, when, as I was towering in all ths
pride of uncontested excellency, with a face J"el
little impaired, and a mind hourly)mproving, the
failure of a fuud, in which my money was placed,
reduced me to a frugal competency, which allowed
Little beyond neillul'ss and independence.

1 bore the diminution of my rich&S without any
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outrages of sorrow, or pusillanimity of dejection.
Indeed I did not know how much 1 had lost, for,
having always heard and thought more of my wit
and hllanty, than of my fortune, it did not sudden­

·Iy enter my imagirtation, that Melissa could sink
beneath her established rank, while her form and
her mind continued the same; that she could cease
to raise admiration but by ceasing to deserTe it, or
feel any stroke but from the hand of time.

It was in my power to have concealed the 10SI,

and to have married, by continuing the same ap­
pearance, with all the credit of my original fortnne;
but I was not so far sunk in my own esteem, as to
submit to the baseness of fraud, or to desire allY
other recommendation than sense and virtue. I
therefore dismissed my equipage, sold those orna_
ments which were become unsuitable to my nllw
condition, and appeared among those with whom I
used to converse with less glitter, but with equal
..pirit.

I found myself received at every visit, with sor­
row beyond what is naturally felt for calamities in
which we have no part, and was entertained with
condltlence and consolation so frelluently repeated,
that my friends plainly consulted rather their own.
gratification, than my relief. Some from that tima
refused my acquaintance, and forbore, without any
proTOcation, to repay my visits; some visited me,
but after a longer interval than usual, and every
return was still with more delay; nor did any of
my female acquaintances fail to introduce the men.
tion of my misfortunes, to compare my present and
former condition, to tell me how much i~ must.
trouble me to want the splendour which {"became
10 well, to look at pleasures which I haU formerly
enjoyed, and to sink to a level with those by whoUl

YOLo Y. D



I had been considered as moving in a higher sphere,
and who had hitherto approached me with reverence
and submission, which 1 "'as now no longer to ex.
pect.

Observations like these, are commonly nothing
better than covert insults, which serve to give vellt
to the flatulence of pride, but they are now and then
imprudently uttered by honesty and benevolence,
and inflict pain where kindness is intended; 1 will,
therefore, so far maintain my antiquated claim to
politeness, as to venture the establishment of thil
rule', that no one ought to remind another of mis.
fortunes of which the sufferer does not complain,
and which theJ;o are no means prop'OBed of alleviat.
ing. You have no right to excite thoughts which
necessarily give pain whenever they return, and
which perhaps might not have revived but by absurd
and unseasonable compallsion.

My endless train of lovers immediately withdrew;
without raising any emotions. - The greater part
had indeed always professed to court, as it is term.
ed, upon the sliuare, had inquired my fortune, and
oflertJd settlements; these had undoubtedly a right
to retire without censure, since they had openly
treated for money, as necessary to thdr happiness,
and who can tell how little they wanted any other
portion? I have always thought the cIamoul'll of
women unreasonable, who imagine themselves in.
jured because the men who followed them upon the
.upposition of a greater fortune, reject them when
they are discovered to have le~s. I have nevcr
known any lady, who did I\ot think wealth a titl&:
to some stipulations in her t8.vour: and surely what
is cla.imed by the possession of money ~s justly for­
feited by its loss. She ~hat has once demanded a
..ttlement hai aHowed the importall,~ ·of fortwle i
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and when she cannot show pee.niary meRt, wh,.
should she think her cheapener obliged to pur..
cha!e?

My lovers were not an contented with silent de..
lertion. Some of them revenged the neglect whiclt
they had formerly endured by wanton and superHu..
ous insults, and endea't'oured to mortify me, by pay_
ing, in my presence, those ciyilities to otber ladiel,
which were once ·de"f'oted oIlly to me. But, as it
had been my rule to treat men according to the rank
of their intellect, I had neyer sutt"ered anyone to
waste his life in suspense, who could haTe employ..
ed it to better purpose, and bad therefore no eae..
mies but coxcombs, whese resentment and respect
were equally below mr consideration.

The only pain whIch I have felt from degrada..
tion, is the loss of that infiu~ce which I had al.
ways exerted on the side of virtue, in the defence
of innocence, and the assertion of truth. I now
find my opinions slighted, my sentiments criticised,
and my arguments opposeR by those that used to
listen to me without reply, and struggle to be fint
in expressing their conviction.

The female disputants have wholly thrown off
my authority; and i, 1 endeavour to enforce my
reasons by an appeal to the scholars that happen to
be present, the wretches are certain to pay'tbeir
court by sacrificing me and my system to a finer
lt0wn; and I am every hour insulted with contra..
diction by cowards, who could never find till lately
that Melissa was liable to error.

There are two p~rsons only whom I canpot
charge with having changed their conduct with my
change of fortune. One is an old curate that haa"
passed his life in the duties of his profession, wi~
irt'4t reputation fQr his knowled&e anq vie~ j ~.

. ~~.
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other is a lieutenant of dragoons. The parson made
no difficulty in' the height of my elevation to check
me when I was pert, and instruct me when I blun.
dered; and if there is any alteration, he is now more
timorous lest his freedom. should be thought rude_
DCSS. The soldier never paid me any particular ad­
dresses, bllt very rigidly obscrved all the rilles of
politeness, which he is now so far from relaxing,
that whenever he serves the tea, he obstinately car_
ries me the first dish, in defiance of the frowns and
whispen of the .table,

This, Mr. RAllIBLE&, i. to lee the morld. It is
;mpossible for those that have only known atHuence.
and prosperity, to judge rightly of themselves or
others. The rich and the powerful live in a perpe_
tual masquerade, in which all about them w:ear bor­
rowed characters; and we only. discover in what
estimation we are held, when we can no longer give
llopes or fearl.
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•
--- Silm! tsbi pam",

PIIltmta error certo de tramite peUit,
11k .ini,tronum. hie de~tro,."m abil, unlll ulTiqN
Error, ud varii. illudit purtib..... HOK,

Wbile mazy error dra". mankind utray
From lrnl.h's sure path, each takes Ills devioWl way j

One to th~ right, ulle to the left recedes,
Alike deluded. as each fancy leads. ELPHIlI:STON.

IT is easy for everyman, whatever be his character
wilh others, to find reasons for esteeming himself,
and therefore censure, contempt, or conviction of
crimes, s<,ldom deprive him of his own favou~,

Those, indeed, whp can see only external facts,
may look upon him with abhorrence; but when
he calls himself to his own' tribunal, he finds every
fault, if not absolutely effaced, yet so much palli..
ated bj the goodness of his intention, lind the co..
gency of the motive, that very little guilt or turpi..
tude remains; and when he takes a survey of the
whole complication of his character, he discovers so
many latent exce!l'.:i~des, so many virtues that want
but an opportunity to exert themselves in act, and
so many kind wishes for universal happiness, that
he looks on himself as suffering unjustly under the
infamy of single failings, while the general temper
of hi~ mind is unknown or unregarded.

It is natural to mean well, when only abstracted"
ideas of virtne are proposed to the mind, and no
particular passion turns us aside from r~ctjtude; an4

J)~
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80 willing is every man to fla.tter bimself, that the
difference between approving laws, and obeying
them, is frequently forgotten; he that acknowledges
the obligations of morality, and pleases his vanity
with enforcing them to others, concludes himself
zealous in the cause of virtue, though he has no
lODger any regard to her precepts, than they con.
form to his own defires; and counts himself amons
her warmest lovers, because he praises her beauty,
thoagh every rival steals away his heart. .

There are, however, great numbers who ha~e
little recourse to the refinements of speculation, but
who yet live at peace with themselves, by means
w;hich require less understanding, or less attention.
When their hearts iue burthened·with the conscious•

. ness .ot: a'crime,'instead of seeking for some remedy
within tqeUlselves, they look round upon the rest
of mankind, to find others tainted with the same
guilt: they .please tbemselvE;s with observing, tbat
they hue numbers on their side jand that, though
they are hunted out from tbe society of good mell,
they are not likely to be condemned to soli.
tude.

It may be observed, perhaps without exception,
that none are so industrious to detect wickedness, or
so ready to impute it, as they whose crimes are ap_
parent and confessed. They envy an unblemished
reputation, and what they envy they are busy to
destroy; they are unwilling to suppose themselves
meaner and more corrupt than others, and there.
fore willingly pull down from their elevations those
with whom thl'y cannot rise to an equality. No
man yet was ever wicked without secr~t discontent,
and according to the different degrees of remaining
virtue, or unextinguished reasoD, he either en_
4eavours to refOfm himself, Of corrupt otheu.i
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either to regain the station which be has quitted, or
prevail on others to imitate his defection.

It has always been considered as an alleviation of
misery not to suffer alone, even when union and
society can' contribute nothing to resistance or·
escape; !lOme comfort of the'same kind seems to.
incite wickedness to seek associares, though indeed,
another reason may be. given, for as guilt is propa- '
gated the power of. reproache is diminished, and
among numbers eq~aIly detestable every individual
may be sheltered from shame, though not from'con.
science.

Another lenitive by which the throbs of tlls'
breiL\it are assuaged, is the contemplation, not oC
the same, but of different criJnes. He that cannot
justify himself by hisresembla!1cEl tl) others, is
r~ to try some other expedient, and to inquire,
what will rise to his advantagefrQm opposition and
dissimilitude. He easily finds some faults in every
human being, which he wei~s against his own, and
easily makes them preponderate while he keeps the
balance in bis own band, and throws in or takes out
at his pl~asurc circumstances that make them hea,.ier
or lighter. He then triumpbs in his comparativo
purity, and sets himllclf at ease, not because he can
refute the cqa.rges advanced against him, but be..
cause he can censure his accusers 'witb equa.l justice,
and no longer fears the arrows of reproach, whell
he has stored his magazine of malice with weapons
equally sharp and equally envenomed.

Thili practice, though never just, is yet specio".
and artful, when the censure is directed against de­
viations to tbe contrary extreme. The man who is
branded with cowardice, may, witb some appear­
ance of propriety, tum all 'his force of argument
against a stupid contewJlt Qt 1if~, lUld f~b Vrccip\.
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~tion into unnecessary danger. E,.ery TecelSion
from temerity is an approach towards cowardice;
and though it be confessed that bravery, like other
virtues, stands between faults on either hlUld, yet
the place of the midl!le point may always be disput­
ed; he may therefore often impose upon careless
unde"rstandings, by turning the attention wholly
from himself, and keeping it fixe~ invariably on the
opposite fault; and.y showing how many evils are
avoided by his behaviour, he may conceal for a time
tho!ru which are incurred.

But vice has not always opportunities or address
fllr such artful subterfuges; men often -extenuate
their own guilt, only by vague and general oharges
upon others, or endeavour to gain rest to them_
selves, by pointing some other prey to the jlUrsuit
of censure.

Every whisper of infamy is industriouslycircu..
Jated, every hint of llUspicion eagerly improved,
and every failure of conduct joyfully published, by
those ~ose interest it is, that the eye and voice ot
the publick should be culployed on any ratber than
on themselves.

All these artifices, and a thousand others equally
vain and equally despicable, are incited by that con­
viction of the deformity of wickedness, from wbien
none can set himself free, and by an absurd desir~

to separate the c"'!Ise from the effects, alid to enjoT
the profit of crimes without suffering the shame.
Men are willing to try all methods of reconciling
guilt and quiet, and when their understandings are
stubborn and uncomplying, raise their passions
against them, and hope to overpower their own
knowledge.

It is generally not so much the desire of men,
~k. into dC{lravity, tQ d.ec~iye the wQrld as th~",
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selves, for when no particular circumstances make
them dependent on others, infamy disturbs them
little, but as it revives ~heir remorse, and is echoed
to them from their own hearts. The sentence most
dreaded is that of reason and conscience, which
tlley would engage on their side .at allY price but the.
la.bours .of duty, and the sorrows of repenta,nce.
For this purpose every sedu.cement and fallacy is
lought, the hopes still rest uPQJl some new eltperi.
ment till life is at an end; and the last hour steala
lin unperceived, while the faculties are engaged ill
resisting reason, aad repressing the sense of the Di.
,me dhapprobation.

N° 77. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1I, 1750.

O. dignum /Etel7lo nitidum <[I.I.od fulgeat auro,
Si mallet laudare Deum, cui siJrdida monstra
Prtaulit, et liquidam- temeroa>it cri7lline vocem:

PilVDJllrr.
A golden statue such 11 wit might -claim,
Had God and virtue raie'd the lIoblt. flame;
But ab! how lewd a subj",ct bas he sung!
'Vhat vile ousccnity prol'u:lCs his tongue! F. LEWI'.

AMONG those whose hopes of distinction, or riches,
arise from an opinion of their intellectual attain.
ments, it has been, from age to· age; an established
custom to complain of the ingratitude of mankind
to their instructors, and the discouragement which
men of genius and study suffer from avarice and
il;norance, from the prevalence of false taste, and
the encroachment of barbarity.
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Men are most powerfully affected by those eyils I
which themselves feel, or which appear before their I

own eyes; and as there hjiS BeYer btltln a time of I

luch general felicity, but that many have failed to
obtain the rewards to which they had, in their own
judgment, a just claim, some offended ·writet" has
always declaimed, in the rage of disappointment,
against his a~e or nation; nor is there one who has
Dot fallen upon times more unfavourable to learning
than any former century, or who does not wish,
that he had been reserved in the insensibility of non..
existence to some happier hour, when literary merit
shall no longer be despised, and the gifts and ca­
resses of mankind shall recompense the toils of stu..
dy, aDd add l~strc to the charms of wit.

Many of these clamours are undoubtedly to be
considered 'only as the bursts of pride never to be
satisfied, as the prattle of afft'ctation mimicking dis_
tresses unfelt, or as the common-places of vanity
solicitous for splendour of sentences, and acuteness
of remark. Yet it cannot be denied that frequent
discontent must proceed froni frequent hardships;
and though it is evident, that not more than one
age or people. can deserve the cemure of being more
averse from learning than any other, yet at all tim~
knowledge must have encountered impediments,
and wit been mortified with contempt, or harassed,
with persecution.

It is not necessary, however, to join immediately
in the outcry, or to condemn mankind as pleased
with ignorance, or always envious of superior abili..
ties. The miseries of the learned have been related
by themselves; and since they hafe not been found
exempt from that partiality with which men look
upon their own actions and sufferings, we may can.
dude that they have not forgotten to deck Q1e4'
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cause witJa the brightest omaments aad strongest
coloun. The logician collected all his subtiltiel
when they were to be employed in his own defence;
and the master of rhetorick exerted against his ad.
Tersary all the arts by which hatred is embittered,
IIId indigRlftion infla~ed.

To believe no man in hit own -cause, is the lItand.
iog and perpetual rule of distributive justice. Since
therefore, in the controversy between the learned
and their enemies, we have only the pleas of one
party, of the party more able to delude our under.
standings, and engage .our passions, we must de.
termine our opinion by facts uncontested, and eri..
dences on each side allowed to be genuine.

By this procedure, I know not whether the stll..
dents will fil\d their cause promoted, or their com..
passiol\ which they expect much increased. Let
tbeir conduct be impartially surveyed; let them be
allowed no longer to direct attention at their plea..
sure, by expatiating on their own des~rts; let nei.
ther the dignity of knowledge overawe the judg.
ment, nor the graces of elegance seduce it. It will
then, perhaps, be found that they were not able
to produce claims to kinder treatment, but pro.
yoked the calamities which they suffered, and seldom
wanted friends, but when they wanted virtue.

That few meR, celebrated for theoretick wisdom,
live with conformity to their precepts, must be rea­
dily confessed; and we cannot wonder .that the in­
dignation of mankind rises with great vehemence
against those, who neglect tbe duties which they'
appear to know with so strong conviction the ne­
cessity of performing. Yetsince no man has power
of acting equal to that of thinking, I know no'
whether tbe speculati.t may not sometimes incur
censuretl too .cvueJ, IWel bI ~Oll. who form ideal
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,,,f his life from their knowledge of fJis books, l!I.
£onsidered as worse than others, only because he
was expected to b~ better.

IIe, by whose writings the heart is rectified, the
appetites counteracted, and the passions repressed,
may be considered as not unprofitable' to the great
republick of humanity, even thougb his behaviour
IIhollld not always exemplify his rules. His instruc_
tions may ditfuse their in8uence to regions, in which
it will not be inquired, wbether the author be albull
an aier, good or bad; to times, ,vhen all his faults
and all his follies shall be lost in forgetfulness, among
things of no concern or importance to the world;
a.nd he may kindle in thousands and ten thousands
that flame which burnt but dimly in himself, through
the fumes of passion, or the damps of cowardiee.
The vicious moralist may be considered as a taper,
&j which we are lighted thr9ugh the labyrinth of
complicated passions, he extends his radiance fur_
ther than his heat, and guides all that are within
Tiew, but bums only those who make too near ap_
proaches.
. Yet since good or harm must be received for the
most part t'rom those to whom we, arc familiarly
k.nown, he whose vices overpower his 1'irtues, in
the compass to which his vices can extend, has no
reason to complain that he meets not with affection
or veneration, when those with whom he passes his
life are more corrupted by his practice than enlight.
ened by bis ideas. Admiratioll begins where ac.
quaintance ceases; ~l1d his favo:lrers are distant,
bat his enemies at hand.

Yet many have da.red to boast of neglected merit,
and to challenge their age for cruelty and folly, of
.,hom it cannot he aIlml.~ed 'that t./tey have endea.

lured to illCW1SO the wisdu.l or virtoe of their
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readers. They have been at once profligate in their
lives, and licentious in their compo~itions; have not
only forsaken the paths of virtue, but attempted to
lure others after them. They have smoothed the
road of perdition, covered with flowers the thorns
of gllilt, and taught temptation sweeter notes, softer
blandishments, and stronger alAurements.

It bas been apparently the settled. purpose of some
writers, whose powers and atquisitions place them
high in the rank of literature~ to set fashion on the
lide of wickedness; to recomlJlend debauchery and
lewdness, by associating tltem with qualities most
likely to dazzle the discernment, and attract the af.
fectious; and to show innocence and goodness with
such attendant weaknesses as necessarily expose
them to contempt and derillion.

Such naturally found intimates among the cor­
rupt, the thoughtless, alJd the intemperate; passed
their lives amidst the levities of sportive idleness, or
the warm professions of drunken friendship; and
fed their hopes with the promises of wretches, whom
their precepts llad tauI,ht to scoff at truth. But
when fools had laugb.e.d away their sprightliness,
and the languors of excess could no longer be re.
lieved, they saw their protectors houdy drop away,
and wondered aDd stormed. to find themselves aban.
doned. Whether their companions persisted in
wickedness, oTreturned to virtue, they were left
eqnally without assistance; for debauchery is selfish
and ncgliglJIlt, and from virtue the virtuous onl1
can expect r6gard.

It is Bald by Florus of Catiline, who died in the
millst of slaughtered enemies, that his death had
been illustrious, had it been suffered for his coun.
try. : Of the wits who have languished away life
lUIder the prcssv.res of~verty, or in the restlessness

"QL. v. E
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much .inclination to marches and battles, encum_
bered and oppressed, as he will find himself, with
the ancient panoply. Yet the heroes that over.run
regions, and stormed towns iu iron accoutrements,
he knows not to have been bigger, and has no rea­
son to imagine them stronger, than the present race
of men; he therefore must conclude, that their pe_
culiar powers were conferred only by peculiar ha­
bits, and that their familiarity with the dress of war
enabled them to move in it with ease, vigour, and
agililJ'·

Yet it seems to be the condition of our present
state, that pain should be more fixed and permanent
than pleasure. Uneasiness gives way by slow de­
grees, and is long befor~ it quits its possession of
the sensory; but all our gratifications are volatile,
vagrant, and easily dissipated. The fragrance of
the jessamine bower is lost after the enjoyment of
a few moments, and the Indian wanders among his
native spices without any sense of their exhalations.
It is, indeed, not necessary to show by many in_
stances what all mankind confess, by an incessant
call for variety, and restless pursuit of enjoyments,
which they value only because unpossessed.

Something similar, or analogous, may be ob_
Bened in effects produced immediately lIpon the
mind; nothing can strongly strike or affect us, but
what is rare or sudden. The most itnportant
events, when they become familiar, arc no longer
considered with wonder or solicitude, and that
which at first filled up our whole attention, and left
no place for any other thought, is soon thrust aside
into some remote repository of the mind, and lies
among other lumber of the memory, overlooked and
negl.ectt·d. Thus far the mind resembles the body,
lJut here the similitude is at a.n end.
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The manner in which external fQrce acts upon

the body is very little snhjrct to the re~ulatioll of'
the will; no man can at pleasure obtnnd or invi·
gorate bis senses, prolong the agency of any im.
pul!e, or continue the preSl'nce of any image traced
upon the eye, or any sound infused into the ear.
But our ideas are more subjected to choice; we can
call them before us, and commafld their stay, we
can facilitate and promote their recurrence, we can
either repress their intmsion, or hasten their re.
treat: It is therefore the business of wisdom and
virtue, to st'lect among n11luberless objects striving
for onr'notice, such as may enable us to exalt our
reason, extend ollr views, and secure our happi.
ness. But this choice is to be made with very little
regard to rareness or frequency; for nothin~ is valu.
able merely because it is either rare or common,
but because it is ada.pted to some useful purpose,
and enables us to supply some deficiency of our na­
ture.

Milton has judiciously represented the father of
mankind, as seized with horror and astonishment at
the sight of death, exhibited to him on the mount
of vision. For surely, nothing can so much disturb
the pa.ssions, or perplex the intellects of man, as.tlle
disruption of his union with yisible nature; a sepa.
ration from all that has hitherto dNigbted or engaged
lIim; a change not only of the place, but the man.
Der of his being; an entrance into a sta~ not simply
which he knows not, but which perhaps he has not
faculties to know; an immediate and perceptible
communication with the suprrm2 Being, and, what
is above all distressful and alarming, the final s~n­
tence, and unalterable allotment.,

Yet we to whom the shortness of life has given
freqllent occasions of contemplating morta.lity, ca:J,

£3
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withQut emotion, see geDerations of men pallS away,
and are atleisure to establish modes of sorrow"and
adjust the ceremonial of death. We can look upon
funeral pomp as ~ common spectacle in which we
have no concern, and turn away from it to triflea
and amusements, without dejection of look, or in.
quietude of heart.

It is, indeed, apparent from the constitution of
the world, that there must ,be a time for other
thoughts; and a perpetual meditation upon the last
hour, however it may become the solitude of a mo­
nastery,is inconsistent with many duties of com..
lI10n life. But surely the remembr~ce of death
9ught to predominate in our minds, as an habitual
and settlel;l principle, alwap operating, though not
ilways perceived; and our attention should seldom
wander so far from our own condition, as not to be
recalled and fixed by sight of an event, which must
soon, we know not how S001l, happen likewise to
ourselves, and of which, though we cannot appoint
the time, we may secure the consequence.

Every instance of death may justly awaken our
fears and quicken Qur vigilance, but its frequency,
so much weakens its effect, that we are seldom
alarmed unless some close connection is broken,
some scheme frustrated, or some hope defeated.
Many ther~forc seem to pass on from youth to de.
crepitude without any reflection on the end of life,
because they are wholly involved within themselves,
and look on others only as inhabitants of the com.
mon earth, without any expectation of receiving
good, or intention of bestowing it.

Events, of which -We confess the importance, ex.
cite little sensiIJility, unless they alicet us mora
I),e~rly than as sharers in the common interest of
m'W~~n~; that desire which every milA {eels oX be~
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ing remembered and. lamented, is olten mortified
when we remark how little concern is caused by the
eternal departure even of those who hal'e pasled
their lives ~ith publick honours, and been distin­
guished by extraordinary performances. It is not
possible to be regarded with tenderness except by II

few. That merit which gives greatnesl and renown,
diffuses its inlluence to a wide compass, bot acts
weakly on every single breast; it is placed at a dis_
tance Crom common spectators, and shines like one
of the remote .tan, of which the light reaches us,
but not the heat. .The wit, the hero, the philoso­
pher, whom their tempers or their fortunes haTe
hindered from intimate relations, die, without any
other effect than that of adding a new topic to the
conversation of the day. They ~mpress none with
any fresh conviction of the fragility of our nature,
because none had any particular interest in their
lives, or was united to them by a reciprocation of
benefits and endearments.

Thus it often happ~ns, that those who in their
lives were applauded and admired, are laid at last
in the ground without the eommon honour of a
atone; because by those excellencies with which
many were delighted, none had been obliged, and
though they had many to celebrate, they had none
to love them.

CUltom so Car regulates the sentiments, at lel1St
of comlUon minds, that 1 belieTe men may be gene..
rallyob!len'ed to grow less tender as they advance
in age. He, who, when life was new, melted at
the lQlls of every comyanion, can look in time,
without concern, upon the graTe into which his last
friend was thrown, and into which himself is ready
to fan; not that he is more willing to die than for.
J1erl" but that he is more familiar tq ~e death Of
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others, and therefore is not alarmed so far as to
eonsider how much nearer he approaches to his end.
But this is to .ubmit tamely to the tyranny of acd­
dent, and to suffer our reason to lie usdess. Every
funeral may justly be considered as a summons to
prepare .for that state, into which it shows us that
'We must some time enter; and the summons is more
Joud and piercing, as the event of which it warns
us is at less distance. To neglect at any time
preparation for ~eath, is to sleep on our posfat 3

siege, but to omit it in old age, is to sleep at an
attack.

It has .always appeared to me one of the most
striking passages in the visions of Quevedo, which
stigmatises those as fools who complain that they
failed of happiness.by sudden death. H How," sa.ys
he, "can death be sudden to a being who alwaJ;.
" knew that he must Ilie, and that tile time of his
" death was uncertain 1". ,

Sinre business and gaiety ar~ always,drawing our
attention away from a future state, some admoni_
tion is frequently necessary to recal it to our minds,
and what can more properly renew the imprt'.ssion
than the examples of mortality which every day sup_
plies? The great incentive to virtue is the reflec_
tion that we mllst die; it will ihercfore be useful to
a.ccustom ourselves, whenever we see a funeral, to
consider how soon we may be added to the number
of those whose probation is past, and whose happi_
aen or miser)' shall endure fOl' cver.

,
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N° 79. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 17.50.

Tam lepe nostrum decipi Fabullum, quid
l}!iram, Auk 1 Semper bon,.. huma tiro e.t. MART.

You wonder I've so little wit,
Friend John, so ofteu to be bit.-
None bt:tter guard against a cheat
Than Iw who is a knave complete. F. LEwrl.

SUSPICION, however necessary it may be to our
safe passage through ways beset. on all sides by
fraud a.nd malice, has been always considered, when
it exceeds the common measures, as a token of de­
pravity and corruption; ami a Greek writer of sen.
tences has laid down as a standing maxim, that he
rzlw believes not another Cln his oath, knows himself
to be perjured. _..

We can form our opinions of that which we know
not, only by placing it in comparison with some.
thing that we know; whoever therefore is over.run
with suspicion, and detects artifice and stratagem in
every proposal, must either have learned by experi­
ence or observation the wickedness of mankind, and
been taugh t to avoid fraud by having often suffered
or seen tr~hery, or he must derive his judgment
from the consciousness of his own disposition, and
impute to others the same indination" which he
feds predominant in himself.

To learn c&utioR by tuming our eyes upon life,
and obseM'ing the arts by .wluch nCiligence is su....
prised, timidity o..-erborne, and credulitr amused,.
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requires eitber great latitude of converse and long
acquaintance with busines§, or uncommon activity
of vigilance, and acu~eness of penetration. \Vhen,
therefore, a young man, not d.istinguished by Tigour
of intellect, comes into the world full of scruples
and diffidence; makes a bargain with many provi.
sionallimitations; hesitates in his answer to a CoOl_
mon question, lest more should be intended than he
can immediately discover; has a long reach in dc­
tecting the projects of his acquaintance; considers
every caress as an act of hypocrisy, and fcCIs neither
gratitude nor affection from the tenderness of his
friends, because he believes no one to ~ave any rcal
tenderness but for himself; whatever expectations
this early sagacity may raise of his future eminence
or riches, I can seldom forbear to consider him as a
wretch incapable of generosity or benevolence; as
a villain early completed beyond the need of com.
mon opportunities and gradual temptations.

Upon men of this class instruction and admoni4'
tion are gene.rally thrown away, because they con.
sider artifice and deceit as proofs of understanding;
they are misled at the same time by the two great
seducers of the world, vanity and interest, and not
only look upon those who act with openness and
confidence, as condemned by their principles to ob.
scurity and. want, but as contemptible for narrow.
ness of comprehension,. shortuess of views, and
slowness of contrivance.

The world has been long amused with the mention
of policy in publick transactions, and of art in pri.
vate affairs j they have been considered as the effects
of great qualities, and as unattainable by men of the
common level: yet I have not found many pf.'rforRl_
anc~s eitberof art" or policy, that required such stu­
pendous etforu of iqt.ellect, or micht not have been
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effected by falschQOd aud impudence, without the
assistance of any other powers. To profess what
he does not mean, to promise what he cannot per.
form, to tl~tter ambition with prospects of promo..
tion, and misery with hopes of relief, to sooth pride
with appearances of submission, and appeale enmity
by blandishments and bribes, can surely imply no­
thing more or 8"reatcr than a mind devoted wholly
to its own purposes, a face that cannot blush, and a
heart that cannot fecI.

These practices are so mean and base, that he who
finds in himself no tendency to use them, ClUlJlot
easily believe that they are considered by others with
less detestation; he therefore soutfers himself to slum.
ber in false security, and becomes a prey to those
who applaud their own subtilty, because tbey know
how to steal upon his sleep, and exult in the suc.
cess which they could never have obtained, had: they
not attempted a man better than themsel fes, who
was hindered from obviating their stratagems, not
by folly, but by innocence.

Sqspicion is, indeed, a temper so UtWasy and
restless, that it'is very justly app~inted the con.
comitant of guilt. It is said, that no torture is
equal to tlie inhibition of sleep long continued; a
pain, to which the state of that ma.n bears a very'
exact anal 0l/;y , who dares never give rest to his vi.
gilance and circullIspectLJD, ,but considerll himself
as surrounded by secret foes, and fears to entrust
his children, or his friend, with the secret that throbll
in his breast, and the anxieties that break into hit
face. TQ afoid, at tilis expense, those evils to
which easiness ud friendship might ha.ve exposed
him, is surely to buy' safety a.t too dear a rate,
and, in the la.usuase uf tae Koman ~a.tirist, to silv•.
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life by losing all for wbich a wise man' would
live-.

When in, the diet of the German empire; as Ca­
merariull relates, the princes were O1!ce display­
ing their felicity, arid each boasting the ad van tages
of his own dominions, one who possessed a country
not remarkable for the grandeur of its cities, or the
fertility of its soil, I'ose to speak, and the rest
listened between pity and contempt, till he declared,
in honour of his territories, that he could travel
through them without a guard, and if he was weary,
Bleep in safety upon the lap of the first man whom
he should meet; acommeJldation which would have
been ill exchanged- for the boast of palaces, pas­
tures, or streams.

Suspicion is not less an enemy to virtue than to
happiness i he that is already corrupt is naturally
lIuspkious, and he that becomes suspicious will
quickly be corrupt. It is too common for us to
learn the fJ::luds by which ourseh-es have sutrered;
men who are once persuaded that deceit will be em­
ployed against them, sometimes think the same arb
justified by the necessity of defence. Even they
whose virtue is too well established to give way to
example, or be shaken by sophistry, must yet feel
their love of mankind diminished with their esteem,
and grow less zealous for the happiness of those
by whom they imagine their own happiness eD­
dangered.

Thus we find old age, UpOD which suspicion has
been stron)y impressed, by long intercourse with
the world, inflexible and severe, not ~ly soften­
ed by submission, melted by complaint, or sulildued

• Propter TitBM Tiveudi perden CftIU.
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~ supplication. Frequent experience of connter~
leited miseries, and dissembled virtue, ill time over.
COIDeII that dispo~ion to tenderness and sympathy,
which is 110 powerful in our younger years; and
they that happen to petition the old /or compassion
or assistance, are doomed to languish without re.
prd, and soffer for the crimes of men who have
formerly been found undeserving or uograteful.

JIistOriaD!! are certainly chargeable with the de.
pnlntioD of mankind, when they relate without
~re those stratagems of war by which the vir.
tues of an enemy are engaged to his "destruction. A
ship comes before a port, wfather.beaten and shat.
tered, and ,the crew implore the liberty of repairing
their breaches, supplying themselves with neces.
saries, or burying their dead. The human.ity of tbe
in.habitaats inclines them t!> consent; the strangers
enter the town with weapons concealed, faU sud.
denly upon their benefactors, destroy those that
make resistance, a.nd become masters of the place;
they return home l'icb with plunder, and their sue.
cess is rel:orded to encourage imitation.

But surely war has its laws, aDd ought to be con.
ducted with some regard to the universal interest of
man. Those may justly be pursued as enemies to.
the community of nature, who suffer hostility to
Tacate the una.lterable laws of right, aad pursue
their private advantage by means, which, if-once
established, must destroy kindness, cut off from
every man all hopes of assistance from another, and
fill the world with perpetual suspicion and implaca..
ble maleyolence. Whatever is thus gained ought to
be rClitored, and those who have conquered by such
treachery may be justly denied the protection of
their native country..

Whoever commits a fraud is guilty not only of
YOJ.. Y. l').
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Vid"" ut aUJ Itet nive candidum
5oracte, necio. tustineant onus

Silvl£ laboranre.---

tire pa.rticular injury to him whom he dec:eives, ht
of the diminution of that confidence which consti.
tutes not only the ease but the e,¥tence of society.
He that suffers by imposture has too often bis .i...
tue more impaired than his fortune. But as it is
necessary not to invite robbery by supineness, 80 it
is our dllty not to lluppress tenderness by suspicion;
it is better to suffer wrong than to do it, and hap.
pier to be .9ometimes cheated than Dot to trost.

N° SO. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2'l, 1750.

!
Bebold yon mountain's boary beigbC

Made higher with new monnts of snow;
Again behold the winter's weight

Oppress the Jab'ring woods below. .
As Providence has made the hUIDfLU soul an acUve
being, always impatient for novelty, and struggling
for something yet unenjoyed with unwearied pro.
gression, the world seems to han been eminently
adapted to this disposition of the mind; if is form_
ed to raise expectations by constant vicissitudes, and
to obviate satiety by PC1"petual change.

"rhcrcver we turn our eyes, we find 8ome~hing to
reTive our curiosity, and engage our attention. In
the dusk of the morning we watch the rising of the
.un, and SllS the day difer,o;ify the clouds, and oven
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IIetr prospects in its gradual &d.anee. After a few
lIours, we see tbe shades lengthen, and the light de.
eliDe, till the sky isrresigned to a multitude of shin.
iIIg orbs different from eacb other in magnitude and
splendour. The earth varies its apprarimce as we
1B00e upon it; the woods offer their shades, and thfl
Will theirhancsts; the hill Hatters with an exten.
siYel'iew, and the valley invites with shelter, fra.
graDee aod Ilowers.

The poots haTe numbered among the felicities of '
the golden age, an exemption from the change of
5WOns~and a perpetuity of ~pring; but I am not
rertain tbat in this state of imaginary happiness they
lIue made sufficient provision for that insatiable de.
mand of new gratifications, which seems particular.
Iy to characterize the nature of man. Our sense
0( delight is in a· great measure comparative, and
arises at once from the sensations which we feel, and
those which we remember: Thus ease after torment

. is pleasure for a time, and we are Teri. agreeably.
recreated, when the body, chilled with the weather,
is graduaUy~recoTering its Batural tepidity; but the
joy ceases when we have forgot the cold: we must,
ran below ease again, if we desire to rise above it,
aOO purchase new felicity by voluntary pain. It i.
therefore not unlikely, that however the fancy may
be amused with the description of regions in which
no wind is heard but the gentle zephyr, and no
scenes are displayed but vallies enamelled with un.
fading flowers, and wood. waving their perennial
"enfure, we should soon grow weary of uniformity,

I find our thoughts languish (or wlOnt of other sub.
jectJ, call on Heaven for our wonted round of sea.
SODs, and think ourselves liberally recompensed for
tile inopnvenicDcies of summer and winter, by new

.,' 2
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perception! of .the calmness and mildness of the in­
termediate variations.

Every season has its particular power of s{~king
; the mind. The nakedness and asperity of the win-

. : try world always fill the beholder with pensive and
profound astonishment; as the variety of the Scene
is lessened, its grandeur is increased; and the mind
u swelled at ODce by the JJ!.ingled ideas of the pre­
lent and the past, of the beauties which have vanish­
ed from the eyes, and the waste and desolation that
are now before them.

It is observed by Milton, that he who neglects to
,.isit the country in spring, and rejects the pleasnres
that are then in their first bloom and fragrance, is
guilty of sullenness against lIalu1"e. If we allot dif­
ferent duties to different seasons, he may be charged
with equal disobedience to the voice of nature, who
looks on the bleak hills and leafless woods, without

-seriousness and awe. Spring is the season of gaiety,
and winter.ofterror; in spring tbe heartoftranqniJ­
lity dances to the melody of the groTes, and the eye
of benevolence sparkles at the sight ofhappiness and
plenty: In the winter, compassion melts at univer­
lal calamity, and the tear of softness starts at the
"ailings of Iwnger, and the cries of the creation in
distress.

Few minds have much inclination to indulge
hea'"iness and sorrow, nor do I recommend them
beyond the degree necess::.ry to maintain in its full
vigour that habitual sympathy and tendc1'Detls,
which, in a world of so much misery, is necessary
to the ready discharge of our most important duties.
The winter therefore is generally cel~brated as the
proper season for domestick merriment and gaiety.
We a~e seldom invited by the votaries of pleaslue
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to look abroad for any other purpose, than that we
..y sbrink back with more satisfaction to Ollr'

COTerts, and when we have heard the howl of the
telllpest, and felt the gripe 01 the frost, congratu.
late each other with more gladness upon a dOle
room, an easy chair, a large fire, and a smoaking
wmer.

Winter brings natural inducements to jollity and
conversation. Differences, we know, are never so·
etfeetually laid asleep, as by some common calami.
ty: An enemy unites all to whom he threatens
danger.. The rigour of winter brings generally to
the same fire-side, those, who, by the opposition of ,
incJiDatioD!l, or ditlerence of employment, moved in
Yarious directions through the other parts of the
year; and when they have met, and find it their
Illutual interest to remain to~ether, they endear
each other by mutual compliances, and often wish
for the continuance 01 the social season, with all its
bleakness and all its severities.

To the men of study and imagination the winte..
u generally the chief time of labour. Gloom and
~ileuce produce composure of mind, and concentra.
tion of il1eas; and the privation of external pleasure
paturally causes an elfort to I find entertainment
within. This is the time in which those whom lite.
rature enables to find amusements for themselves,
have more than common convictions of their own
happiness. \Vhen they are condemned by the ele.
ments to retirement, and debarred from most of
the Iliversions which are called in to assist the flight
of time, they·can find new subjects of inquiry, and
preserve themselves from that wl'ariness which hang.
always flagging upon the vacant mind.

It cannot illdeed be expected of all to be poets
and philosophers i it is necessary that tae greater

.' a
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part of mankind should be employed in· the minute
business of common life; minute, indeed, Dot if we
consider its influence upon our happiness, but if'
we respect the abilities requisite to conduct it.
These must necessarily be more dependent on acci­
dent for the means of spending agreeably those
hours which their occupations leave n ,engaged, or
nature obliges them to allow to relaxatioB. Yet
even on these I would willingly impress such a sense
of the nlue of time, as may incline them to find
out for their careless hours amusements of more use
and dignity than the common gamcs, ,vhich not only
weary the mind without improving it, but strengthen
the passions of envy and avarice, and often lead to
fraud and to profusion, to corruption and to ruin.
It is unworthy of a reasonable being to spend any of
the little timc allotted us, without some tendency,
either direct or oblique, to tbeend of our existence.
And though cvery moment cannot be laid out on
the formal and regular improvement of our know.
ledge, Or in the stated practice of a moral or religi­
ous duty, yet Done should be so spent as to exclnde
wisdom or virlue, or pass without possibility of
qualifying us marc or less for thc better- cmployment
of those which arc to come.

It is scarcely possible to pass an hour in .honest
eouversation, without being able, when we rise from
it, to plclj,se oursch-es with having given or )'cceived
60111e a4,vantagcs; but a man may shume.cards, or
rattle dice, from noon to midnight, without tracing
any new idca in his mind, or being able to recollect
the day by anyotber token than his· gain or loss.,
and a confused remembrance of agitated passions,
and clamorous altercations. .

.However, as experience is of more weight than
I'recept, any of my readen, wbo are contriving hu \i'
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to speRd the dreary moutlls before them, may con.
aider which of their past amosements fiU. them
now "'itb the greatest satisfaction, and resolve to
repeat tbose gratiticatiol11l of which the pleasure il
most dluable.

N- 81. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1750•

•
DUciu: lustitiam IllDnit~

Hear. and be just.

VIIIO.

A:wo:ll'G questions which bave been discussed, with.
out any approach to decision, may be numbered
the precedency or superior excellence ef one virtue
to anotber, which bas long furnished a subject of
dispute to men whose leisure sent them out into the
intellectual world in search of employment, and
'Who baTe, perhaps, been sometimes withheld from
the practice of their favourite duty, by ~al for its
ad'aucement, aDd diligence in its celebration.

The intricacy of this dispute may be aHedged as a
proof of that tenderness for mankind which Provi.
dence bas, I think, universally displayed, by mak.
ing attainments easy in proportion as they are ne.
CCIiIJ&ry. That all the du tics of morality ought to be
practised, is without difficulty discovcPable, because
ignorance or uncertainty would immediately involve
the world in confusion and distrcss; but which
duty ought to be most csteclIled, we may continue
to deb~te without inconvcnience ~so all be diligent.
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Iy performed as there is opportunity or 'need: for
upqn practice, not upon opinion, depoods the hap..
piiwss of mankind; and controversies, merely spe­
cnlative, arc of small importance in themselves,
however they may have sometimes heated.a dispn.
taut, or provoked a faction.

Of the Divine Author of our religion it is impos.
sible to peruse the evangelical histories, without
observing how little he favoured the vanity of in.
quisitiveness; how much more rarely he conde.
scended to satisfy curiosity, than to relieve distress;
and how -much he desired that his followers should
rather excel in goodness than in knowledge. His
prece,pts tend immediately to the rectification of the
moral principles, and the directi'Jll of daily conduct,
without ostentation, without art, at once irrefra­
gable and plain, such as well-meaning simplicity
may readily concdve, and of which we cannot
mistake the meaning, but when we are afraiq to
Jnd it.

The measure of justice prescribed to us, in our
,t,ransactions with others, is remarkably clear and
comprehensive: JYhatsoever ye 'Would that me,.
should do unto you, even so do unto them. A law by
which every claim of right may be immediately ad.
justed as hr as the private conscience requires to be
informed; a law, of which every man may lind the
exposition in his own breast, and which may alway.
be,observed without any other qualifications th~

JJ,oncst,r of intention, and pnrity of will.
Over this law, indeed, some sons of sophistry

have been subtle enough to throw mists, which have
darl.ened their own eyes, To perplex this llniver..
Bal principle, they haye inquired whether a man,
cOllsr,ious to himself of unreasonable wishes, be
bQund to ,ratif~ UJeQl ill- iUlQt4!lf. nut surely tQere

•
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needed.no long deliberation to conclude, that the
desires, which are to be considered by us as the
measure o~right, must be such as we approve, aml ­
that we ought to pay no regard to those expectations
in others which we condemn in ourselves, and which,
howeyer they may intrude upon our imagination,
we know it our duty to resist and suppress.

One of the most celebrated cases whieh have been
produced as requiring some skill in the direction of
conscience to adapt th(~m to this great rule, is that
of a (riminal asking mercy of his judge, who can.
not but know, that'if he was ill the state of the sup.
plicant, be sftould desire that parlion which he now
denies. The difficulty of this sophism will vanish,
if we remember that the parties are, in reality, on
one side the criminal, and on the other the com­
munity, of which the magistrate is only the minis.
ter, and by which he is intrusted with the publick.
I1lfety. The magistrate, therefore, in pardoning a
man unworthy of pardon, betrays the trost with
which he is invested, gives away wbat is not his
own, and, apparcl,ltly, does to others what be
would not that others shauld do to him. Even the
community, whose right is still greater to arbitrary
grants of mercy, is bound by those laws which re.
gard the great republick of mankind, and cannot
justify such forbearance as may promote'wicked.
ness, and lessen the general confidence and security
in whieh all have an equal interest, and which all
are therefore bound to maintain. For this reason
the litate has not a right to erect a general sanctuary
for fugitives, or give pr~tection to such as bave
forfeited ~beir lives by crimes against the laws of
common morality equally acknowledged byaUna­
tioDs, because no people can, without infraction of
the UDiver~al league of social beings, incite, by
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pros~cts of impunity and safety, those JlTactices ia
another dominion, which they would themsebtW
punish in their own.

One occasion of uncertainty and liesitation, ill
those by whom this great rule has been commented
and dilated, is the confusion of wha.t the exacter
casuist'! are careful to distinguish, debts of jus­
tice, and debts of charitg. The immediate and
primary intention of this precept, is to establish a
rule of justice; and I know not whether imention,
or sophistry, can start a single difficulty to retard
its application, when it is thus expressed and ex­
plained, let every man allow the claim of dgM in
another, which he should think himself entitled to
make in the !ike circumstances.

The discharge of the debts of charity, or duties
which we owe to others, not merely as required by
justice, but as dictated by benevolence, admits iII
its own nature greater complication of circum_
stances, and greater latitude of cboice. Justice is
indispensably and universally netessary, and what
is necessary must always be limited, uniform, ami
di~tinct. ,But beneficenc:e, though in general equal.
ly enjoined by our religion, and equally needful to
the conciliation of the Divine favour, is. yet, for
the most part, with rcgiU"d to its single acts, elec.
tive and voluntary. We may certainly, without

,injury to eu~ fellow.beings, allow in the distribu­
tion of kindness something to 'Our affections, and
change the measure of our liberality, according to
0111' opinions and prospects, our ~opes and fears.
This rule therefore is not equally determinate and
absolute, with respect to offices of. kindness, and
acts of lib(,'rality; because liberality and kindness,
absolutely determined, wourd lose their nature; COl'

how could we be c;tlled tender, or c14ri~ble, fo.
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p,ing that which we are positively forbidden to
withhold ?'

Yet, even in adjusting the extent of onr benefi.
cence, no other measure can be taken than this
precept affords us, for we can only know what
others suffer for want, by considering how we
should be affected in the same state; nor ran we ,
proportion our assistance by any other rule than
tbat of doing what we should then expect from
others. It indeed generally happens that the giver
and receiver differ in their opinions of generosity;
the same partiality to hili own interest inclines one
to large expectations, and the other to sparing dis.
tributions. Perhaps the infirmity of human nature
will scarcely suffer a man groaning under the pres.
sure of distress, to judge rightly of the kindness of
his friends, or think they have done enough till his
deliverance is completed;' not therefore what we
might wish, but what we could demand from otl!ers,
we are obliged to grant, since, though we can easily
know how lIIuch we might claim, it is impossible tl)
determine what we. should hepe.

But in all inquiries concerning the practice of vo­
luntary and occa.sional virtues, it is safest for minds
not oppressed with s\lperstitiou8 fears to determine
against their own inclinations, and secure themselves
from deficiency, by doing more than they believe
Itri~y necessary. For of this every man may be
certain, that, if he were to exchange conditions
with his dependent, he should expect more than,
with the utmost exertion of his ardour, he now will
prevail upon himself to perform; and when reason
bas DO settled rule, and our passidnsare striving to
Dllslead us, it is surely ~e part of a wise man tg err
IU the side of safety•

...
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N° 82. SATURDAY, DECEMBER ~9, 1750.

-
Omnia Castoremif• •icfiet IIot omNia renda:.

Who buys without discretion, buys ~o sel/.

TO TilE RAMBLER.

SlR,

IT will not be necessary to solicit your good-will
by any formal preface, when I have informed you,
that 1 have long been known as the most laborious
and zealous virtuoso that the present age has" bad
the honour of producing, and that inconvenicncia
have been brought upon me by an unextinguishable
ardour of curiosity, and an unshaken perseverance
in the lLcquisition of die productions of art awl
aature.

It was observed, from my entrance-into the world,
that I had something uncommon in my disposition,
and that there appeared in me very early tokens of
superior genius. I was always all enemy to trides;
the playthings which my mother bestowed upon me
I immediately broke, that I might discover the me­
thod of their structure, and the callses of their Pia­
tions: of all the toys with which children are de­
lighted I valufd only my coral, and l!S soon as I
cwuld speak, asked, like Pi~resc, Innumerable ques­
tions which the maids about me could not resolve.
As I grew older I was more thoughtfitl and serious,
~nd instead of amusiug myself with puerile dhcr-
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sioml, made collections of natural rarities, and never
walked into the fields without bringing home stones
of remarkable forms', tlr insects of some uncommon
species. I never entered an old house, from which
I did not take away the painted glass, and often
lamented that I was not one of that happy genera_
tion who demolished the convents and monasteries,
and broke windows by law.

Being thus early possessed by a taste for s~lid

knowledge, I passed my youth with very little dis.
turbance from passions and appetites; and having
no pleasure in the company of boys and girls, whQ
bIked of plays, politicks, fashions, or love, I cat­
ried on my inquirie!l with incessant diligence, and
bad amassed more stones, mosses, and shells, than
are to be found in many celebrated collections, at
an age in which· the greatest part of young men are
studying under tutors, or endeavouring to recom_
mend themselves to notice by their dress, their air,
and their levities.

When I was two and twenty years old, I be..
came, by the death of my father, possessed of a
small estate in llmd, with a very large sum of IDa..
nt'y in the publick funds, and must confess that I
did not much lament him, for he was a man of mean
parts, bent rather upon growing rich than wise.
lie once fretted at the expense of only ten shillings,
which he happened to overhear me offering for the
sting or a hornet, though it was a cold moist sum_
mpr, in which very few hornets had been scen. He
often recommended to me the study of physick, in
whic~', &aid he, yon may at once gratify your Cll..

riosity after natural history, and increase your for_
tune by benefiting mankind. I heard him, Mr.
Rambler, with pity, and as there was no prospect
of elevating aiJliDd forDied to grovel, sutrered him

TUL. v. G '
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to }>lease himself with hoping that I should some
time_ follow his a<hice. For you know that there
are iDen with whom, when tbey have once settled a.­
notion in their heads, it is to very little purpose to
dispute.

Being now left wholly to my own inclinations, I
very soon enlarged the bounds of my curiosity, a.nd
contented myself no longer with such rarities as re_
quired only judgment and industry, and when once
found, might be had for nothing. I now turned
my thoughts to Exotick.s and Antiques, and became
so- well known for my generous patronage of inge_
nious men, tha.t my levee was crowded with visi..
tants, some to see my museum, and others to in..
crease its treasures, by selling me whatever they
had brought from other countries.

I had always a-contempt for that narrowness ot
conception, which contents itself with cultivating
lome single corner of the field of science; I took
the whole region into my view, and wished it of yet
f'reater extent. But no man's power can be equal
to his will. I was forced to proceed by slow de­
grees, and to purchase what chance or kiudueu
happened to present. I did not however proceed
without some design, or imitate the indi!cretion of
those who begin a thousand collections, and finish
nODe. Having been always a lover of geography,
I determined to colIect the -maps drawn in .the rude
and barbarous times, before any regular surveys,
8r just observations; and haTe, at a great expeUlle,
brought together a ?olume, in which, perhap8, not
a single country is laid down according to its true
situation, and by which, he that desires to knoW'
th~ errors of the ancieat geographers may be ampl,
informed.

But mT rulin, passiOD it patriotPKl: JDY ,cuef
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care baa been to procure tbe product~ or our own
country; amI as Alfred re<:eived the tribute of the
Welsh in wolves' .head~, I allowed my tenants to
pay their rents in. butterllies, till I had exhausted.
the papilionaceous tribe. I then directed them to
the pursuit of other animals, and obtained, by this
ea.~.y method, most 'If the,grubs and insects, which
land, air, or water, can supply. I have three spe.­
cies of e!Lrth.worms not known to the naturalists,
:have discovered a new ephemera, and can show fO.l1r
wasps that were taken torpid in their winter ·quar..
ters. I have, from my own ground, the longest
blade of grass upon record, and once accepted, as
a half year's rent for a field of wheat, an ear COD­
taining more grains than had been seen before upOM
a single stem. .

One of my tenants lIo·much neglected hili own in­
terest~ as to supply me, in a whole summer, with
only two horse.tlij!s~ ;md those of little more than
the common size; and I was upon the brink of
seizing for arreal'll, when his good fortune threw a.
white mole in his way, for which he was not only
forgiven bnt rewarded.

These; however, were petty acquisitions, and.
made at small es;pense; nor should I ha.ve ventured.
to rank myself among the virtuosi without better
c41ims. 1 have suffered uothing worthy the raga.rd
of a wise mau to escape my notice: I have.ransac~efil

the old aud the Dew world, and been equally atten..
tive to past ages and the pfeseot. For the -iUustra._
tiOD of ..ncient history, I can show a marble, ot
which the inscription, ,though it is not now legible.
appears, from some broken remains of the letters,
to ba¥e been Tuscan, and therefore probably en...
,raved beCQre the fOl4udi\-tion of RQme. 1 hare h,"

,,~
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pieces of porpllYry found among tb~ ruins of Ephe­
sus, and three letters broken off by a learned tra­
veller from the monuments of Persepolis; a piece
of stone which paved the Areopagus ofAthens, and
a plate without figures or characters, whil~h was
found at Corinth, and which I therefore believe to
be that metal which was once valued before gold.
I have sand gathered out of the Granicus; a frag­
ment of Trajan's bridge over the Danube; some of
the mortar which cemented the watercourse of Tar.
quin; a horse-shoe broken on the Flaminian way;
and a turf with five dai5ies dug from the field of
Pharsalia.

I do not wish to raise the envy of unsuccessful
collectors, by too pompous a display of my scien­
tifick wealth, but cannot forbear to observe, that
there are few regions of the globe which are not
hononred with some memorial in my cabinets. The
Persian monarchs are said to have boasted the great­
!less of their empire, by being served at their tables
with drink from the Ganges and the Danube: I can
show one vial, of which the water was formerly an
icicle on the crags of Caucasus, and another that
contains what once was snow on the top of Atlas;
in a third is dew brushed from a banana in the
gardens of Ispaban; and, in another, brine that
lias rolled in the Pacifick ocean. I flatter myself
that I am writing to a man who will"rejoice at the
honour which my labours have procured to my
country; and therefore I shall tell you that Britain
can, by my care, boast of a. snail that has crawled
upon the. wall of China; a humming bird which an
American princess wo~e in her ear; the tooth of an
elephant who carried the qUllCn of Siam; the skin
of an ape that was kept in the palace of the great
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mogul; a ritiaDcl tllat adol'flea ODe of the maids of a.
Turkiih sultana; and a scymitar once wielded by a
soldier of Abas the great. ,

In collecting antiquities of every country, I have
been careful to choose only by intrinsick worth,
and real usefulness, without regard to party or opi.
nions. I have therefore a lock of Cromwell's hair
in a box turned from a piece of the royal oak; and
keep in the same drawers, sand scraped from thli
collin of king Richard, and a commission signed by
Henry the sevent~. I have equal ven,eration forthe
ruffof Elizabeth, and the shoe of Mary of Scotland j

and should lose, with like rt'gt"et, a tobacco-pipe
of Raleigh, and astirrup of king J ames. I have paid
the same price {or a glove of Lewis, and a thimble
of queen Mary; for a fur cap of the Czar, and a
boot of Charles of Sweden.

You will easily imagine that these accumulations
were not made without som8 diminution of my fer_
tune, for I was 80 well known to spare no cost,
that at everysale some bid against me for hire, some
for sport, some for malice; and if I asked the price
9f any thin€" it was sufficient to double the demand.
For curiosity, tra,fficking thus with avarice, the
wealth of India had not boon enough; and I, by
Httle and litde, transferred all my money from the
flinds to my closet: here I was inclined to stop,
and live upon my esta.te in literary leisure, but the
sale of the Harlcian collection shook my resolu­
tion: I mortgaged my land, and 'Purchased thirty
medals, which I could never find before. I have at
leogth bought till I can buy no longer, and the
cruelty of my creditors ha~ seized my repository; I
am therefore condemned to disperse what the labour
of an age will not reassemble. I submit tothat
Whic1\ cannot be 0PFosed, and shall, in a short t~e,

G3
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QUISQCJLJtJS.

declare a lale. I have, while it is yt'-t in my power,
lent you a pebble, picked up by Tavernier on the
banks of the Ganges; for which I desire no other
recompence· than that you will recommend my ca­
talogue to the pubUck.

N° 83. TUESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1751•

•
Nisi utile qt. 9uodfacia., stulta lit g/ori...

All useless science is aD empty boast.

THE publication of the letter in my last paper has
naturally led me to the consideration of that thirst
after curiosities, which often draws contempt and
ridicule 1,lpon itself, but which is perhaps no other.
wise blamable, than as it wants those circumstantial
recommendations which add lustre even to moral
excellencies, and are absolutely necessary to the
grace and beauty of indifferent actions.

Learning confer.s so much superiority on those
who possesS' it, that they might probably have
escaped all censure had they been able to agree
among themselves; but as envy and COmpetition
have divided the republick of letters into factions,
thl'Y have neglected the common intcrelit; each has

. called in foreign aid, and endeavoured to strengthen
his own cause by the frown of power, the hiss of
iguoralloe, "ud the clamour of p(ijlularity. They
have all engaged in feuds, till by mutual hostilities
they demolished those outwQr~s which vCner&tioIl
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had raiiled {or their security, and exposed themselYetl
to barbarians, by whom every region· of science is
eqnally laid waste. "

Between men,of different studies and professions,
may be observed a con~tant reciprocation of re­
proaches. . The collector of shells and stones de­
rides the folly of him who pastes leaves and flowers
upon paper, pleases himself with colours that arB
perceptibly fading, "and amasses with care what can­
Dot be preserved. The hunter of insects stand!'
lIlDazed that any man can waste bis short time upon
lifeless matter, while many tribes of animals yet
\Jant their history. Eyery one is inclined not only
to promote his own study, but to exclude all others
from regard, and having heated his imagination with
some favourite pursuit; wonders that the rest or
mankind are not seized with the same passion.

There are, indeed, milny subjects of study which
seem but remotely allied "to useful knowledge, and
of little importance to happiness or virtue; nor is it
easy to fOl'bear some sallies of merriment, orexpres_
sions of pity, when we see a man wrinkled with at­
tention, and emaciated with solicitude, in the in- ,
vestigation of questions, of which, without visible
inconvenience, the world may expire in ignorance,
Yet it is dangerous to discourage wcl~-intclldad la­
bours or innocent curiosity; for he who is employ_
ed in searches, which by any deduction of'conse_
quences tend to the benefit of life, is surely labtla­
ble, in comparison of those who spend their time in
counteracting ha.ppiness, 'and filliug the world with
wrong and danger, confusion ana remorse. No
man Gall perform 50 little as not to have rCRson to
congratulate himself on hit merits, when he beholds
the multitud~s that live in total idleness, and have
1l6'fer yet eudeavoured to be useful. "
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It Is impossible to determine the limits of inquiry,
or to foresee what consequences a new discovery
may produce. He who suffers J.Iot his facuIties to
lie torpid, has a chance, whatever be his employ..
ment, of doing good to hili fellow.creatures. The
man that first raDged the woods in search Qf medici.
Dal springs, or climbed ,the mountains for salutary
plants, has undoubtedly merited the gratitllde uC
posterity, how much soever his fr(1que~t miscarri..
Ilges might excite the SCQrn of l1is contemporaries.
If what appears little be universally despised, no.
thing greaterca_n be attained, for all that is grqat
was at first little, and rose to its present !>ulk by gra...
dual accessions, and accumulated labours.

Those who lay ont time or money in assemblinll
matter for contelllplatjon, ere doubtless entitled tQ
some degree of re~pect, though in'a flight "of gaiety
jt be easy to ridicule their treasure, or in a fit of
,ullcnness to despise it. ~ man who thinks only o~

the particular. object before him, goes rtOt away
much illuminated by haviug enjl?yed the privilege ot
pandling the tooth of a shark, or the paw of a "hito
pear; yet there is nothing more worthy of al1mira.,.
tion to a philosophical eye than the structure of
Ilnimals, by which they are qualified to support life
in the element~ or Illimatl's to which they are q,ppro..
priated; and of all natur~! bodies it must ~ gene"
rally confessed, that th~y exllibjt ~vidences of in.
tinite wisdom, bear their testimony to the supreme
rpaS()D, anll exojte ill the m~nd pew rliptllfeli Qf ira.
titude, and new inccutives tQ piety.

To colkct the productions of art, and ex.mple.
pi mechanical scien~e qr IDanllaJ ability, is upques..
tionably useful, e¥en when the things themselvCll
I\re of small importance, because it is always advan~

'co~s tq l4lQ~ hQW f~r tb~ lJ\PP.!'Q fQwe~~ "iV'
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proceeded, and how much experience has found to
be within the reach of diligence. Idleness and timi.
dity often despair without being overcome, and for.
bear attempts for fear of being defeated; and we
may promote the invigoration of faint endeavours,
by showing what has been already performed. It
may sometimes happen that the greatest efforts of
ingenuity have been exerted in trilles; yet the same
principles and expedients may be applied to more
valuable purposes, and the movements, which put
into action machines of no use but to raise the won.
der of ignorance, may be employed to drain fens,
or manufacture metals, to assist the architect, or
preserve the sailor.

For the utensils, arms, or dresses of foreign na.
tions, which make the' greatest part of many col.
lections, I have little regard, when they arc valued
only because they are foreign, and can suggellt no
improvement of our own· practice. Yet they are
not all equally useless, nor cao it be always safel)"
determined which should be rejected or retained:
for they may sometimes unexpectedly contribute to
the illustration of history, and to the knowledge of
the natural commodities of the country, or of the
genins and customs of its inhabitants.

Rarities there are of yet a lower rank, which owe
their worth merely to accident, and which can con.
Ytlyno information, nor satisfy any rational desir~.

Such are many fragments of antiquity, as urns and
pieces' of pavement ; and things held' in vencration
only 'for having been once the property of some
eminent pel'8on, aa the armoUr of king Henry; or
COl' having becn used on some remarkable occasion,
as the lantern of Guy Faux. The loss or preserva.
tion of these seems to be a thing indifferent, nor
can I perceiye why the Jlosses~ion of ihem should
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be coveted. Yet, perhaps, even this curiosity is
implanted by nature; and, when I find Tully con.
feSlling of himself, that he could not forbear at
AtheJls to villit the walks and houscs which the old
philosophers had frequented or inhabited, and re­
collect the reverence which everynation, civil and
barbarous, has paid to the ground where merit bas :
belln buried., I am afraid to dedare against th6~ .
general voice of mankind, and am inclined to be.
lieve, that this regard, which we involuntarily pay
to the meanest relique of a man great and ilIustrions,
.is intended, as an incitement to labour, a.nd an en.
couragement to expect the, same renown, if it be
IIQught by the llame virtues.

The vir~uoso therefore cannot be said to be whol.
ly useless; but perhaps he may be sometimes culp.
able for confining himself to businClls below bis ge­
nius, and losing, in petty speculations, those houri
hy which, if he had spent them in nobler studies, hI)
might have given new light to the intellectual world.
It is never without grief that I find a man capable
of ratiocination or invention enlisting himself ill thill
Ilecondary class of learning; for when he bas once ,
discovered a method of gratifying his desire of emi.

, lIence by expense rather than by labour, and known
the sweets of a life blest at once with the e;ue of
.idleness, and the reputation of knowledge, he will
Dot easily be bronght to undergo again the toil of
thinking, or leave his toys and trinkets for argu..
Plents and principles; arguments whillh require cir..
pumspection and vigilance, and principles which can.
not be obtained but by the druclgery of- meditation.
lie will glaqly shut bimself up fQr ever with bis

• See this sentiment illustrated by a moct splendid passage
jn Dr. Johoson's .. JourIley to thll Wes~~rIlIs!allds." V!lI.Vlq.
f· ;395-6, ~r '
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shells and metals, like the companions or Ulysses,
who, having tasted the fruit of Lotos, would not,
elen by the hope of seeing their own country, be
tempted again to th~ dangers of the sea.

'Au' .Jmr aSA.;? p..'" "3e"v, AIf!'.~J:"I.ltl.
J\.".o, 1,1'fI101l-.'I04 ""'''pd' .Of"¥ "'1 At19'aa3'$'.

-----" Who!o tastes,
Insatiate riots in the sweet tepasts;
Nor other home nor other care intends,
But quits hi. house, his country. and his friends. "

" PoP••

Collections ot this kind are of use to the learnedt
ll'l heaps of stones and piles of timber ate necessary
to the architect. But to dig the quarry or to search
the field, requires not-much of any quality beyond
sfubborn perseverance; and though genius must
often lie unactive without this humble assistance,
yet this can claim little praise, because every man
can alford it. "

To mean understandings, it is sufficient honour
to be numbered amongst the lowest labourers of
learning; but different abilitielil must find different
tasks. To hew stone, would have been unworthy
of Palladio; and to have rambled in search of shell.
and flowers, had but i),l.sllitell with the capacity ot
Newton. "



THE llAlIlDLEll.

N° 8.J. SATURDAY, JANUARY'S, 1751•

•
Cunarum.fuern! motor, CHARlllEME, meaTUm,

Bt pneri cust"" n..iduusque com~s.

Jam mihi nigrcscunt tOllsa 5utiaria burba,--­
Sed tib; non crev;: te lIo.ter villieu. hOl'ret:

Te dilpe'l$ator, te dOlllu. ;pJa patTt.
Corripi3, ob,ervas, quereri., ,uspina ducil,

Et v;;'; ajernli. ubltillct iru mallnm. MART.

You rock'd my cradle, were my guide
In youth. still tending at my side:
But now, dear Sir, my beard is grown,
StiliI'm a child to th~e alone.
Our steward, butler, cook, and all
You fright, uayle'en the veTy wall;
You pry. and frown. and growl. and chidt·.
And .Cluce will lay the rod aside. F. LZWIS,

TO TIlE 'RAMBLER.

lIB,

You seem in all your papel's to be an enemy to
tyranny, and to look with impartiality upon the
world; I Ilhall therefore lay my case before you,
and hope by your decbion to be set free from UD·

reasonable restraints, and enabled to jUJtity myself
lIgainst the accusations which sllite and peevishnetls
produce against me. .

At the age of five years I lost my mother, and
my father, being not llualilied to superintend tho
education of a girl, committed me to the care of
his sister, who instructed me with the autbority,
and, not tu deny her what she may justly claim,
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~ith the affection of a parent. She had not filry
elevated sentiments or extensive views, but her
principles' were good, and her intentions pure;
and, though some may practise more virtues, scarce
allY commit fewer fallits.

Under this good lady, I leaJ:'ned all the common
rules of decent behaviour, and standing maxims of
domestick prudence; and might have grown up by
degrees to a country gentlewoman, without any
thoughts of ranging beyond the neighbourhood, had
not ~'lavia come down, last summer, to visit her re­
lations in the next village. I was taken! of course,
to compliment the stranger, and was, at the first
iight, surprised at the unconcern with which she
la" herself gazed at by the company whom she had
never known before; at the carelessness with which
!he received compliments, and the readiness with
which she returned them. I found she had some­
thing which I perceived myself to want, and could
not but wish to be like her, at once easy and offici­
ous, attentive and unembarrassed. 1 went home,
and for fOllr days could think and talk of nothing
but Miss Flavia; though my aunt told me, that she
was a forward slut, and thought herself wise b~fore

her time.
In a little time she repaid my visit, and raisrd in

my heart a new confusion of love and admiration.
I soon saw her again, and still found new charms
in her air, conversation, and behaviour.. You, wh()
have perhaps seen the world,. may have observed,
that formality soon ceases between young persom.
I know not how others are affected on such occa­
lions, but Hound myselfirresistibly allured to friend-.
lkip and intimacy, by the familiar complaisance and
airy gaiety of Flavia; so that in a few weeks I be­
came her fuourite.,. a¢ aU, t.he timgJ'was p:used

TOLo T. •
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wit~ me, that she could gain {rom ceremony and
"isit"

As she camg often to me, she necessarily spent
lOme hours with my aunt, to whom she paid great
respect by low courteijies, snbmissive compliance,
and soft acquiescence; but as I became gradually
Inore accustomed to her manners, I discovered that
her civility was general; that there was a certain
degree of deferencc shown by her to circumstances
and appearances; that many weut away flattered by
her humility, ",homshe despised in her heart; thatthe
illlluence of far the greatest part of those with whom
she conversed ceased with their presence; and that
sometimes she did not remember the names of them,
whom, without any intentional insincerity or false
(,"ommendation, her habitual civility had sent away
with very high thoughts of tlteir own importance.

It was not long before I perceived, that my aunt's
opinion was not of much weight in Flavia's delibera.
tions, and that she was looked upon by her as a
woman of narrow sentiments, without knowledge of
books, or observations on mankiBd. I had hither_
to c~naiderrd my aunt, as entitled by her wisdom
and experience to the highest reverence, and could
not forbear to wonder that anyone so much J"OUDgeT
ahould venture to sUl\pecfher of error, at ignorance;
but my surprise was without IIn£O.asincss, 'and bein8:
now accustomed to think l'"layia alwa.ys in the right,
I readily learned from her to trust my own reason,
and. to believe it po.sible, that they who had lived
longrr might be mistaken.

}<'lavia had read. much, and used so often to con.
verse on subjects of learning, that she put all tho
'lien in the country to flight, exoept the old parson,
who declared himself much delighte~with her com.
pany,. because ahepve hiJa 0lWW'tunWcs to Rcol....
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led the studies of his younger years, and, by some
mentidn of ancientstory, had made him rub the dust
oft" hili Homer,. which had Jain unregarded in hi.
closet. With Homer, and a thousand other name,
familiar to Flavia, I had 110 acquaintance, but be.
gan, by comparing her accoDlpHshments with my
own, to repine at my education, and wish that I
had not been so long confined to the company oC
those from whom nothing but housewifery was to be
learned. I then set myself to peruse such books as
.Flavia recommended, and heard her opinion of their
beauties and defects; I saw new worlds hourly bunt­
ing upon my mind, and was enraptured at the pros.
peerof diversifying life with endless entertainment.

The old lady finding that a large screen, which I
had undertaken to adorn with turkey-work &lainst
winter, made yet'y slow advances, and that f had
added in two months but three leaves to a flowered
apron then ill the frame, took the alarm, and with
all the zeal of honest folly exclaimed against my new
acquaintance, who had filled me with idle notions,
and tufnoo my head with books. But she had noW"
lost het'autltority, tal' I began to find innumerablll
mistakes in her opinions, and improprieties in her
language; and ther.efore thought myself no longer
bound to pay much regard to one who knew little
beyond her needle and her dairy, and who professed
to think that nothing more is required of a woman
than to see that the house is clean, and that the

, maids go to bed and rise at a certain honr.
She seemed however to look upon .Flavia as se­

ducing IDe, and to imagine that when ber influence
I was withdrawn, I should return to my allegiance;
I _he therefore contented herself with remote hints,

and gentle admonitions, intermixed with sage histo­
rie~ Gf the miscarriaics of wit, and disappoiatmeD·

u2
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of pridt. .:But since she has found, that though Fla_
via is departed, I still persist in my new scheme, she
has at length lost her patience, she snatches my
book out of my hand, tea.rs my paperif she find.
me writing, burns Flavia's letters before my face

, when she can seize them, and threatens to lock me
up, and to complain to my father of my perverse­
ness. If women, she says, would but know their
duty and their interest, they would be careful to
acquaint themselves with family atfairs, and many a.
penny might be saved; for while the mistress of the
house is scribbling and reading, servants are junket.
jng, and linen is wearing out. She then takes me
round the rooms, shows me the worked hangings,
and chairs of tent-stitch, and asks whether all this
was done with a pen and a book?

I cannot deny that I sometimes laugh an~ some.
times am sullen; hut she has not delicacy enough
to be much moved either with my mirth or my
gloom, if she did not think the interest of the fa~

;roily endangered by this change of my manners.
She had for some years marked out young :Mr.
Surly, an heir in the neighbourhoop, remarkable
for his love of fighting-cocks, as an advantageous
match; and was e~tremely pleased with the civili_
ties which he used to pay me, till urider Flavia's
tuition I learned to talk of subjects which he could
not understand. This, she says, is the. Conse.
quence of female study; girls grow too wise to be
advised, and too stnbborn to be commanded; bu~

she is resolved to try who shaH govern, and, will
thwart my humonr till she breaks my spirit.

These menaces, Mr. Rambler, sometimes make
me quite angry; for I have been sixteen these te~
weeks, .and think myself exempted from the domi..
man of a. g()verne~s, who has no pretensions tQ m9r~
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liincc I am as tall and as wise as other women, to bs
no longer treated like a girl. Miss J'"lavia has of­
ten told me, that ladies of my age go to assemblies
and routes, withoot their mothers and their annts ;
J shall therefore, from this time, leave asking ad­
vice, and refuse to give accounts. I wish you would'
state the time at which young ladies may judge for
themselves, w-hich I am sure you canDot but think
ought to begin before si xteen; if you are inclined
to delay it longer, I shall ha.ve very little regard to
your opinion.

My aunt often tells me of the advantag('s of ex..
periencc, and of the deference due to seniority; and
both she, and all the antiquated part of the world,
talk of the unreserved obedience which they paid to
the command of their parents, and the undoubting
confidence with which they listened to their pre­
cepts; of the terrors which they felt at a frown,
and the humility with which, they supplicated for.
~iYenl'Sswhenever they had otTended. I cannot btlt
fancy that this boast is too general to be trne, and
that the yOtlng and the old were always at variance.
J bave, however, told my aunt, that I will mend
whatever she will prove to be wrong; but she re-·
plies thafshe has reasons of her own, and that she
is sorry to Jive in an age when girls have the impu..
dence to ask for proofs.

I beg once again, Mr. Rambler, to know wlle­
ther I am not as wise as my aunt, and whether, when
Ihe presumes to check me as a baby, I may not
plock up a spirit and return her iusolence? ~. s~all

"Dot proceed to extremities without your advice,
which is therefore impatiently expected. by

MYB.TU.L4-
P. S. Remember I am past sixteen.

113



78 "III: JllMUZJl.

N° 85. TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1751.

O'i" Ii tolla, periere Cupidini. IIrem
Conttlnptt1!quejactnt, et .ine !uce!acOJ. OVID.

At busy hearts in vain Love', arrows fly ;
Dim'd, scorn'd, ,and impotent, hi. torches lie.

MANY write~s of emincnce in physick have laid out
their diligence upon the consideration of those dis.
tempers to which, men are exposed by particular
states of life, and very learned treatises have been
produced upon the mal~dies of the 'camp, the sea,
and the mines. There are, indeed, few employ.
ments which a man accustomed to anatomical in.
quiries, and medical retinements, would not find
reasons for declining a& dangerous to health, did
not his learning or experience inform him, that a1.
most every occupation, however inctmvenient or
formidable, is happier and safer than. a life of sloth.

The necelisity of action is not only demonstrable
from the fabrick of the body, but evident from ob.
lervation of the universal practice ofmaQkind, who,
for the preservation of healtb, in those whose rank.
or wealth exempts them from the necessity of lucra.­
tive labour, bave invented sports and diversions,
though not of equal use to the world with mannal
trades, yet of equal fatigue to those who practise
them, and differing only from the drudgery of the
husbandman or manufacturer, a.s they are acts Qf
choice, and therefore performed without the pain..
ful sen.~ of compulsion, The hWlt5man rises wlr,
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pll1'llues his game through·all the dangers and ob~

ItructiOns of the chace, swims rivers, and scales
precipices, till he returns home no less harassed.
thaft the soldier, and has perhapll sometimes in.
curred as great hazard of wounds or death: yet he
has no motive t(1' incite, his ardour; he is neither
subject tp the commands of a general, nor dreads
,any penalties for neglect and disobedience; he has
neither profit nor honour to expect from his perils
and his conquests, but toils without the hope of mu.
raJ or civick garlands, and mllstcontent himself with
the praise of his tenants ~nd companions.

But such is the constituzion of man, that labour
may be styled its own reward; nor will any exter.
naJ incitements be requisite, if it be considered how
much happiness is gained, and how much misery
escaped, by frequent and violent agitatiun of the
body. -

Ease is the most that can be hoped from a seden.
tary and unactive habit; ease, a neutral state be.
tween pain and pleasure. The dance of spirits, the
bound of·"igour, readiness of enterprize, and de.
fiance of fatigue, are reserved for him that brace.
bis nenes, and hardens his' fibres, that keeps hi,
limbs pliant with motion, and by frequent exposure
fortifies his frame against the common accidents of
cold and hllat.

With ease, how'6TBI', if it could bel6cured, many
would be content; but nothing terrestrial can be
kept at a stand. Ease, if it is not rising into plelW
lure, will he falling towards pain; and whatever
hope the dreams of specul.a.tion may suggell~ of ob,.
serling the proportion between nutriment and Is.
bour,. and keeping the body in a healthy state by
~upphes exactly equal to its wa.~te, we know that,
.. eJfe,t, the vital l'0wen, une:l;cited by matiQ",
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grow gradually languid; that, as their vigour fails,
obstructions are gelwratcd; and that from obstrnc­
tions proceed most of those pains which wear liS

away slowly with periodical tortnres, a.nd which,
though they sometimes sutler life to be long, con­
demn it to be useless, chain us down to the couch
of misery, and mock us with the hopes of dr-ath.

Exercise cannot secure us from that dissolution
to which we are decreed; but, while the soul and
body continue united, it can ma.ke the association
pleasing, and give probable hopes that they shall
be disjoined by an easy separation. It was a prin_
ciple among the ancients, that acute diseases are
from heavcn, ·and chronica.l from ourselves; the
dart of death indeed falls from heaven, but we poi­
son it by our own misconduct: to die is the fate of
man, but to die with lingering anguish is generally
his folly-.

It is necessary to that perfection of which our
prescnt state is capable, that the mind and body
should both be kept in action; that neither lhe fa­
culties of the one nor of the otller be suffered to
grow lax or torpid t"or want of use; that neither
health be purchased by voluntary submission to
ignorance, nor knowledgc cultivated at the expense
of that health, which must cnable it either to give
pleasure to its possessor, or assistance to otherll.
Jt is too frequently the pride of students to despise
those amusements and recreations, which giyc to the
rcst of mankind strength of limbs and cheerfulness
or heart. Solitude and contemplation are indeed
~ldom consistent with such skill in common exer-

• Thisl'llSsage was once strangely supposed by some readers
to recommend suicide, .instead of. eZeTcUe, which is surely the
nlUre obviolls meaning; See, however. alettcr from Dr.JOKN­
101'1 on tile subject, ill BOlwiL1.'1 Life. yol. iy. p.1Ci:L C.
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rises or sports lUI is necessary to make them practised
with delight, and no man is willing to do that of
which the necessity is not pressing and immediate,
when he knows that his awk.wardness must mak.e
him ridicnlous. .

Ludere qui nucit. camputribl/' abstinet arm;'.
lRdoctJUqUc pilte, dilcive. trochive quielcit,
Nc IpWc rimm CDllam impu7Ie CurC1Rte. Ho••

lIe that's unskilful will not tau a haU,
Nor ruD. Dor wrestle, for he fears the faIl;
JIe justly fears to meet dese~Y'ddisgrace•
.And that the ring will hin the haffled alS. Cane••

Thus the man oC learning is often resigned, al.
most by his oWn consent, to languor and pain; anll
while i~ the prosecution of his studies he suffers the
weariness of la~our, is subject by his coune of life
to the maladies of idleness.

It was, perhaps, from the observation of this
mischievous omission in those who are employed
about intellectual objects, that Locke has, in hiJ
System of Education, urged the necessity of a trade
to men of all rariks and professions, that when the
mind is weary with its proper task, it may be re.
laxed by a slighter attention to some mechanical
operation; and that while the vital functions are
resuscitated and awakened by vigorous motion,. the
understanding may be restrained from that vagrance
and dissipation by which it relieves itself after a
long intenseness of thought, unless some alluremeat
be presented that Jllay engage application without_
anxiety.

There is 10 little reason for expe'!ting frequent.
wnformity to Locke', precept, that it is not neces..
•ary to inquire whether the practice of Ulechanical
iU't» JDijht n~t give occaaion tQ petty emu!aQOD2 &l14
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&iE'~enerate 'ambition; and whether, if·-<lur di,inl's
and physician, were taught the lathe and the chisel,
they would not think more of their tools than their
books? as Nero neglected the care of his empire for
llis chariot and his fiddle. It is certainly dangeroui
to be too much pleased with little things; but what
is there which may not be perverted? I,et us re­
member how much worse employment might ha'il
been found for those hours, which a manual occu­
pation appears to engross; let us compute the pro.
fit with the loss, and when we retlect how often a
genius is allured from his studies, consider likewise
that perhaps by the same attractions he is sometimes
withheld from debauchery, or recalled from malice,
from ambition, from envy, and from lust.

I have always admired the wisdom of those by
whom our female education WlU! instituted, fOF hn.
ing contrived, that every woman, of whatever con.
dition, should be taught some arts of RI1U1u(acture,
by which the vacuities of recluse and domestick
leisure may be filled up. There arts are more ne.
cessary, as the weakncss of their sex and the gene.
ral system of life debar ladies from many employ.
ments which, by diversifying the circumstances of
men, preserve them from being cankered by the
rust of their own thoughts. I know Dot how much
of the virtue and happiness of the world may be the
consequence of this judicious regulation. llerhaps
the most powerful fancy might be unable to figure

. the confusioll and slaugMer that would be produced
by so many piercing eyes and ...ivid understandings,
turned loose at once upon mankind, with no other
bll.'iness than to sparkle and intrigue, to· perplex:
and to destroy.

Io'or my part, whenever chance brin~8'witbin my
l.euAtion a k.llot of miiSei busy at their needle.,
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I consider myself as in the scheol or ~irtuf'; and
though I aye no e:\traonlinary skill in Illain work.
or embroidery, look upon their operations with all
much satisfaction as their gon'rul'llS, because J r('­
gard them as pr8~iding a security ~ainst the most
dangerous easnarers of the aoul, by enabling tht'w.
selves to exclude idleness from theit solituy mo­
ments, and with idleness her attendant train uf pll4..
SiOWi, fancitlll, and chimeras,. fean, lorrows, and
desires. Ovid and Cervantes will inform them that
love bas no power but oyer those whom he eatcht'l
unemployed; and Hector, in the Iliad, whell he
lees Andro~he overwhelmed with terrors, scml.
her for C08lJOlatiD1l to the 10011\ and the distaff.

It is certain that any wild willh or vain imagina­
tion never takes nch 1I1'1Jl pOlllcsaion of the mind,
as. when it is round empty aod lIUoccl1,pied. Th.
old peripctetick. prineiplll, that Nu'ure abhor, (J

racuu"b may be properly applied' to the intel1ert,
wbich will emilrace anr thing, however absnrd or·
criminal, mther, than be wboHy witbollt an objPct.
Perhaps eYery man may dat~ tho p~dominancllof
thOle desires that disturb his life and contaminate
bis CODIcitlDCe-, from sOIDe unhappy bour when too
moch leisure eKpo.ed him to their incurllionl; for
he has li,ed wi~ little ob.ervation either on himself
or othen, who 6loe1 Dot know thmt tu'be idlu is tu
be VicloUIo
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L~gia~ 'mau:' digiti. c:alle/IIUI d n!'C. • HOI.

By fingers, or by ear, we numbers scan.
ELPBINITON.

ONE of the andente has obsened, that the burthen
of govemment is increased upon princes by the vir.
tues of their immediate predecessors. It is, indeed,
always dangerous to be placed in a state of un- I

avoidable comparison with excellence, and the
danger is still greater when that ex~ellence is conse.
crated by death; when envy and interest c~e to
act against it, and those passions by which it was at
first vilified and opposed, now stand in its defence,
and turn their vehemenCe against honest emula­
tion.

He that succeeds a celebrated writer, has the same '
difficulties to encounter; he lItauds under the shade
of exalted" merit, and is hindered from rising to his
natural height, by the interception oC those beams
which should invigorilte and quicken him. Be ap­
plies to that.attentionwhich is already engaged, and
unwilling to be drawn oir from certain sa:ti~faction;

ol'perhaps to an attention already wearied, and not
to be recalled to the same object.

One of the old. poets congratulates himself tbat
he has the untrodden regions of Parnassus before
him, and that his garland will be gathered from
plantations which DO write~ had yet 'lulled. £ut



15'

the imitator treads a beaten walk, and with all hil'
diligence can only hope to find a few flowers or
branches untouched by his predecessor, the refuse
of contempt, or the omissions of negligence. The
Macedonian conqueror, when he was once inrited
to hear a man that sung like a nightingale, replied
with ('.()ntempt, "that he had beard the nightin­
gale henelf;" and the same treatment must every
man expect, whose praisc is, that he imitates
another.

Yet, in the midst of these discouraging reflec.
tions, I am about to offer to my reader some obser.
vations upon Paradise Lost, and hope, that, how­
ever I may Can below the illustrious writer who has
so long cUctated to the commonwealth of learning,
my attempt may not be wholly useless. There are~

in every age; new errors to be rectified, and new
prejudiCCll .to be opposed. False taste is alway.
bnsy to mislead those that are entering upon the
regions of learning; and the traTeHer, uDcertaiA
of his way, and forsaken by the SUD, will be pleased
to see a fainter orb arise 0"" the'horizon, that may
rescue him from total darkness, though with weak
and borrowed IUltre. '

Addison, though he has considered this poem un.
der Dlost of the generat topicks of criticism, hal
barely touched upon the versification; not pro.
bably because he thonght the art of numbers nn.
worthy of his notice, for he knew with what mi.
Dute attention the ancient criticks considered the
dispOliition of syllablcs, and had himself given hopei
of lome metrical observations upon the great Ro.
man poet; but being the, first who undertook to
display the beauties, and point out the defects of
)liIton, he had mallY objects at once before him,
and pasled willingly over thosc which-w:ere most

YOJ_ v. I
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harrell of ideas, aad required labour, rather than
!\'-Dius.

Yet versification, or the art of modalatillg hi,
Dumbers, is indispensably necessary to a poet.
Every other power by which the understanding is
eu.lightened, or the imagination enchanted, may be
exercised in prose.' But the poet Bas this peculiar
slIperioJ:ity, that to all the powers which the per_
fection of erery other composition can require, he
adds the faculty of'joining musick with reason, and
of acting at once npon the senses and thepassiol)s.
I suppose there are fcw who do not feel themselvcs
touched by poetical meledy, and wllo will Rot con­
ft".lIs that they are mottl or less moved by the sam.
thoughts, as they. are~uveyed by diiferent sounds,
and more alfected by the same.words ill OI1G order
than in another. The perception. of harmony is in.
deed cgllferred upOllmen in degrees very nnequa.l ;
hut there are none wko do Dot pereeive it, or to
whom a regular Hries of pl'oportionate lOIUlds can_
not give delight.

In treating on the versification of Milton I aIR
desirous to be lIeu.erally understood, IIIld shall
ther~fore studiously decline the dialtlct of graDlma­
..ialls; though, iadeed, it is a.IwaJ8 diflicult, and
lometimea searoely powbA:, to deliver the pl'8ceptl
Qf an art, with.out the term. by which the peculiar
ideal of that art are expressed, aael which had Dot
been invented but because the Loguage already in
use was insufficient. If, therefore, I shan some.
times liccm obscure, it may be imputtKl to this. TO.

luntary interdiction, and to a deliire of &,oiding
that offence which is always gi,en by UIMIIual
words. ' ,

The heroick measure of the English language
.IJ\aY be properly consider~ ali pure or miud. It
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i~ pure WMD the aerent rests upon every sccond syl..
Jable through the whole line.,

Cou.al1e uncertain dltogerll may abate,.
lint wh6 can bear th' appr6ach of certain fite ?

naVIlZ1l'.

Here Love his golden shafts employs, here light.
Hi. c6n.tant lalOp, aDd ..avea his purple "fugl,
Rei~ns here. lUId revel.; not in the bought smile (
(lfbarlots, j6veJess, j6yle8l,·wJeudear'd. MU,TeJr.

~'.

The accent may be obserred, in the second lind or
Dryden, 'and the &econd and f01lrth of Milton, to
repose npon every second syllable.

The repetition Of fIJis sound or perclIssion at
equal times, is the most eomplcte harmony of whit•
• siDj!;le Terse is c3pa.ble, and should therefore be
exactly kept in distichs, and generally in the last
tine.of a paragraph, that the ear may rest without
any sense of imperfection.

But, to presene the &eries ofsotmds nntransposed
in a long composition, is not only very difficult,
but tiresome and disgusting; for we are soon weari..
cd wit.h -the perpetual recurrence of the same ca..
dence. Necessity has therefore enforced the mixed
)IlCasufe, in Jhich some l'a"iation of the accents"s
allowed: this, though it always injm'es the har.
mony of the line, considered by itself, yet COUI.

pensates the loss-by relieving US from the continual
tyranny of th1l same sound, and makes us more
sensible of the harmony of lhe pure measure.

Of these" mixed numbers every poet atfords us in.
numerable inlltances, and Milt<m .seldom .hall t;:-u
pure line!! together, as will appear if any of his pa.
ragraphs be read with attention merely to the mll
lick.

Ii-
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Thna at their shady lodge .rriv'd, both stood,
Both turn'd, and under open sky ador'd
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and bea,","
Which they beheld; the moon's resplendent globe.
Arul starry pole: thou. auo mad'st the flight.
Maker omnipotent! and thou the day,
Which we in our ~ppointed work employ'd
IIave finish'd, happy in our mntna\ help,
.And ",..tuallo~e, the crOlDn ofall our bU"
Ordain'd by tbl.'e; and this delicious place.
"For us too large; wbere thy abundance wanta
Partakers, and uDcrop'tl falls to the grouild ;
Eut thou hast promis'd from us two a fIIC.

To fill the earth, who shillI with us extol
Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake.
And when we seek, as 1I0W, thy gut of aleep.

In this passage it will be at first observed, that
all the lines 'are not equally harmonious, and upon
a nearer examina.tion it will be found that only the
fifth and ninth lines are regular, and the rest are
more or less lice.ntio,\s with respect to the accent.
In some the accent is equally upon two lyllabl81
together, and in both strong. A.

'l'hl,ls at their shady lodge arriv'd. both .tood.
Both tum'd, aud under open sky ador'd
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heay'u.

In other. the accent i.'I eql1ally upon two SlDabllll!,
"ut ul'0n both weak.

---arace
To 611 the earth, wbo shall with 115 ostol
Thy goodness i,!tini.k, both wheu we ..ake,
~rul ",lien we .eek, as now, OfY gift ofaleep.

(.1' tile first pair of syllables the accent ma,. denate
from the rigour of exactnesll, without ~y unpleas­
Jni diJIliIlU.tjOIl Qf har1.ijOD1, u maT b. obserTed
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in the lines already cited, and more remarkAbly
ia tbis,

- Thou also mad'.t the niJ!:ht,
Maker lJIDnipoll:!lt! and lholl the day.

But, exceptjn~ in the fjrd pair of synabl~!,which
maybe considered as arbitrary, a poet who, not
lIaving the invention or knowledge of Milton, haa
more need to allure his audience by musical ca.
dellc:es, _" ould- seldom suKer more tban one abber.
ration from the rule iR any single verse. .

There are two lines in this passage more remark­
ably llDharmouious:

---Thi5 deJicion. place.
For us too large; lDhrre tlIJ! abundance wants
Partaken, and uncrop'd Jillb t. the !!round.

Rere the third pair of syllables in the first, and
fourth pair in the second verse, have their accent.
retrograde or inverted; the first syllable being
strong or &COw, and the second weak. The detti.
ment which the measure suffers by this inversion of
the accents is sometimes less perceptible, when the
verses are carried one into another, but is J'cmark.
ably striking in this place, where the vicious verse
concludes a period, and is yet more offensive in
rhyme, when ...e regularly attend to the flow of
every single line. This will appear by readiug a
couplet in which Cowley, an author not sufficiently
.tudious of harmuny, baa committed the same fault.

---hi. harmless life
- Doe. with lub.tantial lIle_dne.. abound.

And the IlIfl winpofpea.c:e C/llJCr him round•

•
In tbc~e the law of metre is TCry grossly violated ,"Y

mingling c01J1binatioDs of sound directly opposj'
J3
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each other, all Miltqn expresses in his sonnet, by
committing ~'/lort t$rld long, and setting one part of
the measure at variance with the rest. The an.

'dents, who bad a language more capable of variety
than onrs, had two kinds of verse, thb Iambic",
consisting of short and long syllables alternately,
from which our heroick measure is derived, and tha
Trochaick, consisting in a like alternation of long
and short. These were considered as opposites,
and conveyed the contrary images of speed a.rnl
slowness; to confound them, therefore, as in these
Jines, is to deviate from the established practice.
But where the senses are to judge, authority is not
necessary, the ear is sufficient to detect dissonance,
nor should I have sought auxiliaries o"n such an oe­
,asion against any name but that of lVIiltQn.

N° 87. TUESDAY, JANUARY 151 1751•

•
In~idus, iraeundus, iner., vinOllmr. amtJtor,
Nerno adeo fertU m, ut non mitaure pOlllit,
8i modo cultu.re patientem commodd ""rem. HoL

The slave to envy, anger, wine, or love.
The wretch of .Ioth, its excellence .hall prOTe j
Fiercene•• itielf shall hear its rage away,
When list'ning calmly to th' instructive lay. FIlANCII.

THAT few tbings are so liberally bestowed, or
squandered with so little effect, as good advice, has

''} generally observed; and many sage positions
been adv~nccd concerning the reasons of thil
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complaint, and the meaDS of remo,.ing it. It it
indeed an important and noble inquiry, for little
would be wanting to the happiness .of life, if every
man could conform to the right as lOon as he WiLl

shown it.
This perverse neglect of the mest salutary pre­

cepts, and stubborn resistance of the-most pat~etick.
persuasion, is usually imputed to him by whom the
counsel is recei"ed, and we often hear. it mentioned
as a sign of hopeless depravity, that though good
ad..ice was given, it has wrought no reformation.

Others, who imagine themselves to have quicker
sagacity and deeper penetration, bave found out
that the inefficacy of advice is usually the fault of
the counsellor, and rules have heen laid dow,n, by
which this important duty may be successfully per.
foJWed: Weare directed by what token. to dis_
coyer the favourable moment at which tlte heart is
disposed for the operation of truth and reason, with
what address to administer, and with what vehicles
to disguis~ lh~ callwrlicks of lite soul.

But, notwithstanding this specious expedient, we
lind the world yet in the same state: advice is still
given, but still received with disgust; nor has it ap­
peared that the bitterness of the medicine has been
yet abated, or its power increased, by any methodJ
of preparing it. .

If we consider the manner in which thOle who
assume the office of directing the conduct of others
execbte their undertaking, it will not be very won.
derful that their labours, however zealous or affec.
tionate, are frequently useless. For what is the
adYice that i. commonly given? A few genera.!
muims, enforced with vehemence and inculcate4
with importunity, but failing for want of partieu1a&'
refereuoe aud immediate appli<:atioD.

i
'1

I



It is not often that any man can have so much .
'knowledge of another, as is necessary to make in.
struction useful. Weare sometimes not oun~tye.

conscious of the original motives o€. our actions, and.
when we know them, our first care is to hide them
from the sight of others, and often from those most
diligently, whose superiority either of power or un­
derstanding may entitle t'hem to inspect our liTes;
it is therefore very probable that he who endeavours
the cure of our intellectual maladies, mistakes their
cause ; and that his prescriptions avail nothing, be­
cause he knolvs not which of the passions or desires
is vitiated.

Advice, u it always gives a temporary appear.
ance of superiority, can never be very grateful,
even when it is most necessary or m,ost judicious.
But for the same reason everyone is eager .n.
struct his neighbours. To be wise or to be virtu.
"US, is to buy dignity and importance at a high
price; but ·when nothing is necessary to elevation
but detection of the follies or the faults of others,
no man is so insensible to the voice of fame astl}
linger Oil the ground. .

._-' Tentmula via est, qua me 'lu"'f/£e 1'OI8il1l
Tollere",umo. vict<Jry1.!e viriwM ·wlitore por ora. V.I1••

Ne"; ways I must attempt, my grovclingname
To·raise aloft. and wing my ftigrlt to fall12. DaYDEIf.

Vanity is so frNIllently the apparent motil'c of
advice, that we, for the most ·part, summon our
powers to oppose it without any very accurate in.
~"ir:r whether it is right.. It is sQfficient that an•

• is growing great in his own eyes, at our ex·
, aQd ·assltmes authority ever us wit~out our
siiion; for many WQl1l11 contentcclly SllllU thtl i
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consequence. of their own mistakes, rather than
tlie insolence of him who triumphs as their de.
liTerer.

It is, indeed, seldom found that any adTal1tage.
are enjoyed with that moderation which the uncer.
tainty of all human good so powerfully enforces;
and therefore the adviser may justly suspect, that
he has inflamed the opposition which he lamenta by
arrogance and superciliousness. He may su~pect,

but need~ not hastily to condemn himself, for he
can rarely be certain that the softest language or
most humble diffidence would have escaped resent­
ment; since scarcely any degree of circumspection
can prevent or obviate the rage with which the
slothful, the impotent, and the unsu~cessful, vent
their discontent upon those that excel them. Mo.
desty itself, if it is praised, will be envied; anel
there are minds so impa.tient of inferiority. t~a.t

their gratitude is a species of revenge, and they re·
tum benefits, not because recompence u a pleasure,
but because obligation is a pain. .
. The number of those wbom the love of themselvel
has thus far cormpted, is perhaps not great; but
there are few so free from vanity, as not to dictate
to those who will hear their instmctions with a yisi.
ble sense of their·own beneficence; and few to whom
it is not unpleasing to IJlceive documents, however
tenderly and cautiously delivered, or who are not
Willing to raise themselves from pupilage, by dis­
puting the propositions of their teacher. .

It was the maxim, I think, of Alphonsu. of Ar.
ragon, tbat dead counsellors are safest. Tbe gra\'e
~uts an end to tlattery and artifice, aDd the informa­
tion that we receive from books is pure from in­
terest, fear, or ambition. Dead counsellors are
1ik.ewise most instructi'''i beuuse dIey are hear
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with pafieBee :uul with reorereace. We are not 1lD­

will~ to belieTe that IIWl wiser tIwa oUl'llelTet,
from whOle abilities we may receiTe adT..~e.
without my danger of riYairy or opposition, and
'Who aKanis 111 the I~ht of his 6perieu.ee, wilJlout
.Di1i~oar eyes by IIuhes of insolence.

By tbe cODsultation of books, whedt~ of tlea4 or
li,ing lUtthon, many temptations to petalaace aatl
opposition, whicb OCCBr in oral conferences, are
at'oided. .~n allthor caBOot obtnlde his se,..,.iee aa-

• asked, uor U1l be ofteo SliSpected of uy malignant
intention to insult hi. readen with his. knowledt;e or
his wit. Yet so prefuent is the habit of compa~
ourNlfes witJa others, while they remain within tile
reach of our passioRs, that boob are seldom read I

with complete impartiality, bnt by those from whom
the writer is plactlII at saclt adistaace that his life M :
death is indifferent.

We .ee.that volu.mes m.ay be pel'used, and penuell
'With attelltioR, to little effect; and that maxims of
prudence, or principles of virtae, may be treasured
in the memory withollt influencing the conduct. Of

'the Rllmbers tlla.t pus their lives among books, Tery
few read. to be made wi!ler or better, apply any ge­
Dera.l reproof of rice to themsel,.es, or try tbeir own
manners by adorns of justice. They purpose eitber
to consume those bours fOl which they can find DO

"thor amldelnent, to gain or preserve that respect
which learning has alwayl obtained; or to gratify
their curiosity with knowledge, which, like trea­
enroll buried and forgotten, is of no llile to otliers or
themsel"~Il.

'f The preacher (say. a F.rencb author) maT
U .pend an hour in explaining and enforcing a pre­
" eept of religion, without feeling any impressiOR
" trom lti. Own performance, beC&U58 he lRay hare

~ - - -----1
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" no further design than to fill up his hour." ..\.
student may easily exhaust his life-in comparing di­
vines and moralists, without any practical regard to
morality or religion; he may be learning not to live,
but to reason; he may wegard only the elegance of
style, justness of argument, and accuracy of me­
thod; and may enable wlBltllf to criticise with judg­
ment, and dispute with Ilubtilty, while the chief use
of hiB TolumeB is unthought of, his mind is unaft"ect­
cd, and his life is unreformed.

But tbough truth and Tirtue are tbus frequently
defeated by pride, obstinacy, or folly, we are not
allowed to desert them; for whoever caR fumilih
arms wbich they hitherto have not employed, may
enable them to gam lome hearts which would haTe
resisted any Ettber method of attack. Every man
of geaius has some arts of fixing die attention pecn- .
liar to himself, by wbich, honestly exerted, h. may
benefit mankind; for the arguments for purity 8(
life fail of their due infhtence, not because ther
haTe been considered and confuted, but becaose
they bave beeR paslled over witbout conlideration.
To tbe pOlition of Tully, that if Virtue could be
Ireo, she must be loved, may be added, that it'
'rruth ~oa1d be ~tanl, Ilhe DUlIl! ~e obeyed.



SICS !'BE KAQLEL

N·S8. SATURDAY, JANUARY ID, u.n.

CuM tabl/lis CJlIiIm4m ce>U<Wia IUIIItt honatl :. )
A..debit q~cunque minus .plendDris habebu'llt.
Alit line pondere _nt. et M7lM'e ind;","'''' ferentur.
Yerba mollt/'l: loco, quamvi. invita recedant.
Et ver,entllr ad1wc intro pmetrali4 Vutc. 110..

But he that hath. curious piece design·d.
When he begins must take a censor's mind.
Severe and honest; and what words appear ~
Too light and trivial, or too weak to bear
The weighty sense, nor worth the reader's care, ..
Shake off. tho' stubborn, they are loth to move.
And tho' we fancy. dearly th.. we love. CREECH.

II THERE is no reputation {or genius," says Quin.
tilian, "to be gained by writing on things, which,
" however necessary, have little splendor or show.
" The height of a building attracts the eye, but
" the foundations lie without regard. Yet since
"there is not any way to the top of science, but
" from the lowest parts, I shall think nothing un·

conuecte4 with the art of oratory, which he that
wants cannot be an orator."
Confirmed and animated by this illustrious pre­

cedent, I shall continne my inqniri~ into Milton's
rt of versification. Since, however minute the em·

plovment may appear, of analysing lines into syl.
and \vhatever ridicule may be incurred by a
deliberation upon accents and pauses, it is
that without this petty knowledge no man
L poct; and that from the proper disposition
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ofsingle sounds result! that harmony that adds torce
to reasoD, and gives grace to sublimity; that
.hackles attention, and governs passions.

That vene may be melodious and pleasing, it is
nete!lsary, not only that the words be so ranged all

that the accent may fall on its proper place, but that
the syllables themselves be so chosen as to flow
Imoothly into one another. 'This is to be effected
by a proportionate mixture of vowels and conso­
~ants, and by tempering the mute CODBonants with
liquids and semivowels. The Reb,rew gramma.
rians have observed, that it is impossible to pro­
nounce two consonants without the intervention oC
I Towel, or without some emission of the breath
between one and the other; this is longer and more
perceptible, as the -sounds of the consonants arll
Irssbarmonically conjoined, and, by consequence,
the flow of the verse is longer interrppted.

It is pronounced by Dryden, that a line of mono­
Iyllables is a.Imost always harsh. This, with regard
to our language, is evidently trne, not because mo.
nosyllables cannot compose harmony, but becausli
our monosyllables -be~ng of Teutonick original, or
formed by contraction, commonly begin and end
with consonantB, as,

--- :Every lower faculty
Ofunst, .",hereby they hear, .ee,.melt, fouch, ttn".

The difference of harmony arising principally
from the collocation of vowels and consonants, will
be &uffidently conceived by attending to the follow.
iag passages:

Immortal Amaranf--tbere grow.
And ftow"rs aloft, shauinl<\ the fount oflife, _
And where the river of hliss through mid.t of :bUY'.
MoUs /fer Ely.ian fl0w',-. h.r amb.r ,(,.'lIm;

TOL. v. It



With tlll!llll that nenr &de. the spirits elect
JIUul t4dr resplellll_1edrI~•• witl. be/UNlo

The J&Ille comparison that I propose to be made
between the fourth and sixth verses or this pa~sage,

may be repeated betweeQ the last lines of Uae 1"01..
lpwiDl quotations:

-Under foot the ...jolef,
Crocus, and hyacinth. with rich in-lay
JJreilkfo'd "'" grourul.~ ,*,"",'d IJIall ",ith ltIme
Ofcostlielt emblem.

--Here in c10se neea
With Bowers, garland.. and sweet-smelling herbs.
Espoused Eve I1rst deeit'd her nuptial bed;
.A.M hutJ'ltly doirr '" 'J--,_

, Milton,. whose ear hd been accustomed, "11Ot
..-nIy to the mllSick of the ancient tongues, which,
Jao1N~er vitiated by our proDunciatiol1, excel all
that &t'e now in lise, but to tile softness of the Ita.
lian, the most melHfhlous of all modem poetry,
leemll fully cOD'YiDced of the uufitness of our Ian.
suage for smooth .ersiftcation, and is therefore
pleased with an opportunity of calling in a softer
word to bis assistance: for this reason, and I be.
lieve for this only, he sometimes ind1l1gcs himself
in a long series. of proper names, and introduces
them wbere they add little but Musick. to his poem•.

.• -The richer seat
OfAfabGlipo, and yet unapoil'd
Gtduna, whose great city Oe/"Wn'SIODi
Call El I»r~.--':'-

The _--The ru.c"" artist view.
At enni,ug, from the top of F~lOle
Or illy~, to dClC:ry aawlagd~ -
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He hal indeed been more attentiTe to his sylla­
bles than to his accents, and. does DOt often otltlR4
by collisions of -collsonants, 01" openings of yowel.
upon each other,at least II<K more often tIHm other
writers who have had 18lis important or complicatetl
subjects to take off their care from the cadeDc:e of
their lineli. .

'The great peculiarity of Miltoo'. Ylnific:at~

COWIllH'ed with that of ~ater poets, it! the e1iltion of
ene Towel be(Gre anotber, 01' the suppression of t~
last syllable of a word ending with II vowe!,' whoa
a TOWel begins the {oUawing word. A. I.,

, .,--Knowledge
Oppreuet else with surfeit, and sooo tllms
WladolD to£olly, ulworilbment to wind.

.........,

This licence, though now dis1lsed in English
poetry, was practised by our old writers, and ii al.
lowed in many other IIwguages am:ient lII1d modern,
and therefore the crit.icks OD p ..fldise LoNt kaye,
'without much deJibuatiol1, COIIlDleoded Milton fo~

continuing it -., Bnt one l1mguage ca1U10t commu.
nicate its rules to another. We _ave already tried
and rejected the hexameter oS the ancients) the
double dose of tbe I~lians, and the alexandrine or
the l"rench; and the elision of .vowels, boweve~

graceful it may seem to other nations, may be very
nDsuitable to the geniul of tbe English tongue.

There is reason to believe that we ha~e negligent.
ly lost part of CHII' vowels, and. that the silent e,

• In the original Rambl"r, in folio,. our author's opiDion ap­
p"0rs dii'erent, aDd ia 'hoa e"prell5ed :-" Thill liceuce.. though
III innovation in Englilh poetry.. i. yet allowed in lJIIU)y otlter
languugea ancient and modern. and therefore Ihe critlcks on
Paradise Lott have. without much'dcliberllUOD, commeAl1ciL
MillQII COl introdllcing it." C.

&~
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:which our ancestors added to most of our mono­
.yllables, was once vocal. By this detruncation of
our syllablell, our language is overstocked with
consonants, and it is more necessary to add vowels
to the beginning of words, than to cut them oti
from the end.

Milton therefore seems to have somewhat mis­
taken the nature of our language, of which the chief
defect is ruggedness and asperity; ami bas left our
.harsh cadences yet harsher·. ,But his elisions are
·not all equally to be censured; in some syllables
they may be allowed, and perhaps in a few may be
nfely imitated. The abscission of a vowel is un­
doubtedly vicious wben it is strongly sounded, and
makes, with its associate consonant, a full and au-
dible syRable. .

---What he gives,
tlpiritual, may to purest spirits be fllund.
No ingrateful food, and food alike these plll'.
Intelligentialaubstances require.

Fruits.--He!periRn fables true.
If true. here onl!!, and of delicious taste•.

---Evening now approach'd.
For we hne also our evening ond our morD.

Of guests be makes them slaves•.
Inhospitably, and kills their infant malea•.

And vital Virtue infus'd. and vital warmtlt.
1'broughoul the fluid mllS$.---

God made thee of choice his OWD, lIDd ofhia ow.
To serve; hilDo

I believe every reader will agree, that in all those
passages, though not equally in all, the musick
is injured, and in some the meaning obscured.
ThllI'e are other lines in which the vowel ii cut "tT,
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but it is Sit faintly pronounced in common speech"
that the los8 of it in poetry is scarcely perceived;
aud therefore such compliance with the measure
my be allowed.

--Nature breeds
Pen·ene. all mOillltrous, aU prodigious thinp,
Abominable. inotl~ra/lle j and wane
Than fables yet bave feign'do---

----From the shore
They view'd the va,t immellllura/lk aby...
Impenetra/lle, impul'd wIth circling fire.
TQ none CQlDmonicabie in earth or hel'v'lH

t et even these contractioll! increase the Toogh.
ness of a language too rough already; and though
in long poems they may be sometimes suffered, it
neTcr can be faulty to forbear them.

lIilton frequently uses in his poems the hyper.
metrical or redunda.nt line of eleven syllables.

- Thos tl shall befal
Him who to worth in woman over-trusti..,
Lets her will [ulc.---

I alia err'd in over-moch IIdmiring.

Venes of tkis kind occur almost in every page;
but, though they are not unpleasing or dissonant,
they ought Rot to be admitted into heroick poetry,
since the Ilarrow limits of our language allow u.
DO other diatinction of ('pick and tragick measures,
than is afforded by the liberty of changing at will
the termina.tiORs of the dramatick lines, and brinl';_
iug them by that relaxation of metrical rigour neare,
10 prose. '

.S'
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-
Dulce elf de.ipere in loco. Ho ••

Wiadolll at proper times ia well forgot.

1,oCKE, whom there is no reason to suspect of be.
ing a favourer of idleness or libcrtinism, has ad­
vanced, that whoever' hOfes to employ any part of
his time with efficacy and vigour, must allow some I

of it to pass in trifles. It is beyond the' powers of
humanity to spend a whole life in profound study
and intense meditation, and the most rigorous ex·
acters of industry and seriousness have appointed
hours for relaxation and amusement.

It is cert.in, that, with or without our consent,
many of the few moments allotted us will slide im·
perceptibly away, and that the mind will break,
from confinement to its stated task, into sudden ex·
eursions. Severe and connected attention is pre.
served but for a short time; and when a man shuts
himself up in his closet, and bends his thought! to
the discussion of any abstruse question, he will find
his faculties contiuually stealing away to more
pleasing entertainments. He often perceives himself
transported, he knows not how, to distant tracts
of thought, and returns to his first object as from a
dream, . without knowing when he forsook it, or
how long he has been abstracted from it.

lt has been observed tha.! the most studious are
I10t always the most leamed. There is, indeed, 110
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Kreat difficulty in discovering that this difference of
proficiency may arise from the difference of intellec_
tual powers, of the choice of books, or the con.
venience of information. But I believe it likewis8
frequently happens that the most recluse are not th8
most vigorous prosecutors of study. Ma.ny impose
upon the world, and many upon themselves, by all
appearance of severe and exemplary diligence, wheu
they, in reality, give themselves up to the luxury
of fancy, please their minds with regulating the
past~ or planning out the future; place themselves
at will in varied situations of happiness, and slum_
ber away their days in voluntary visions. In t:18
journey of life some are left behind, because they
are naturally feeble and slow; some because they
miss the way, and many because they leave it by
choice, and, instead of pressing onward with a
steady pace, delight themselves with momental'y de­
,iations, turn aside to pluck every Hower, and re­
pose in C"fery shade.

There is nothing more fatal to a man whose .busi.
ness is to think, than to bave learned the art of re..;
Ilaling his mind with those airy gratifications. Other
vices or follies are restrained. by fear, reformed by'
admonition, or rejected by the conviction which.
the comparison of our conduct with that of others
may in time produce. But this imisible riot of the
mind, this stleret prodigality of bei!lg, is secure
from detection, and fearless of reproach. The
dreamer retires to his apartments, shuts out the
cares and. interruptions of mankind, and abandon.·
himself to his own fancy; new worlds rise up be.
fore him, one image is followed by another, and a
long succession of delights dancell round him. Ho
is at last called back to life by nature, or by cus­
tQw, aDd euter. peevilh iJJtosociety, becaWle ho
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cannot model it to his own will. He returns frC)m
his idle excursions with the asperity, though not
.. itb the knowledge of a student, and hastens again
to the sa,me felicity with the eagerness of a man
bent upon the advancement of some favourite sci~

eJIce. The infatuation strengthens by degrees, arid,
like the poi.on of opiates, weakens his powers,
without any ext~rilal symptom of malignity.

It happens, indeed, that these hypocrites of learn­
ing are in time detected, and (~oi1viuced by disgrace
.nd disappointment of the difference between tbe
labour of thought, and the sport of musing. But
this discovery is often Dot made till it is too late to
l'ccover the time that has been fooled away. A
thousand accidents may, indeed, awaken drones to
a more early sense of their danger and their shame.
}lut they who are convinced of the necessity of
breaking from this habitual drowsiness, too often
relapse in spite of their resolution; for these ideal
seducers are always near, and neither any particu­
larity of time nor place is necessary to their intlu­
ence; they invade the soul without warning, and
have often charmed down resistance before their ap­
proach is perceivoo. or' suspected.

This captivity, however, it is necessary for every
1nan to break, who has any desire to be wise or
~scfnl, to pass his life with the esteem of others, or
te look back with 9tisfaction from his old age opon
)lis earlier years. In order to regain liberty, he
wust find the lUean9 of flying from himself; he must,
in opposition tQ the Stoid precept, teach his de~

iPr.as to 6.1: upon aternal things; he IDUlit adopt tho
joys and th,e pains of others, and e~cite in hi. mind
tile want of social pleasures 3Jld amicable communi­
ntion.

It is, p~rhap., not impossible t9 promote tIae CUrl'
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of this mental malady, by close application to lome
D\lW study, which may pourin fresh ideas, and keep
curiosity in perpetual motion. But study requirea
lolitude, and solitude is a state dangerous to those
who are too much accustomed to sink into theme
selves. Active employment or publick pleasure i.
~enerany a neces.ary part of this intellectual regie
men, without which, though some remission may
be obtained, It complete cure will scarcely be
effected.

This is a formidable and obstinate disease of the
intellect,. of which, when it has once become rawe
cated by time, thc remedy is one of the hardest Usb
of reason and oCvirtue. Its slightest attacks, theree
fore, should be watchfully opposed; and he that
finds the frigid and narcotick infection beginning to
ceile him, should turn his wh.ole attention against
it, and check it at the first discovery by proper
counteraction.

The great resolution to be-fonned, when happie
ness aM Tirtne are thus formidably invaded, is, that
no part of life be spent in a state of neutrality or
indilference; but that some pleasure be found for
every moment that is not devoted to labour; and
that, wheneyer the necessary business of life grows
irksome or disgusting, an immediate transition be
made to diversion and gaiety.

After the exercises which the health of the body
requires, and which have themselves a natural tend.
ency to actuate and invigorate the mind,· the most
eligible amusement of a rational being seems to b.
that iuterchange of thoughts which is practised ill
free and ea.sy conversation; where luapicion is
banished by e~periencc, and emulation by beneTo~

1eD.ce; whers every DUL1I Jpeau with lUI eUler l'8e
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etraint than unwillingness to offend, and hears with
po other uisposition than desire to be pleascd-.

There must be a time in which evcry man trifles ;.
Jl.nd the only choice that nature offers us, is, to trille
in company or alone. To join pro6t with pleasure,.
has been an old precept among men who base had
very different conceptions of profit. All have agreed
that our amusements should not terminate wholly
in the present moment, but contributs more 01' less
to future advantage. H~ that amuses himsclf among
)VeIl- chosan companions, can searcely fail to rc-,
~eive, from the most careless and obstreperous mer_'
:rimoot which virtue can allow, some useful bints;
~or can converse on the most familiar topicks, with.
,fJut some casual information. The loose sparkl~

pC thoughtless wit mJlY give new light to the mind,
and tbe gay contention for paradoxical position.
~eetify the opinions.

This is the time in which those_friendships that
give haPI1iness or consolation, relief or security, are
generally formed. A wise anti good man is never
110 amiable as" in his unbandcd and familial' inten"als.
Heroick genero~ity, or philosophical diSfoveri"s,
may compel vencration and respect, but love al.
;ways implies.some kind of natural or voluntary
equality, and is only to be excited by that levity and .
cheerfulness which disoncumbar all minds from awe I

"uti solitude, invite the mode~t to freedom, and
exalt the timorous to confidence. This easy gaiety ,
is certain .fo please, whate.ver be the character of '

., him that exerts it; if oursoperiors deacend from
~eir elevation, 'We love them for lessening the dis. I

tance at which. we are placed below them; and in. :
Ceriors, from whom we can :receive no lasting ad.
J~tage, Will "hi--sis, keep our afftctions _while
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their sprightliness and mirth contribute to ~ ­
pleasare.

Every man finds himself differently affected b,
the sight of fo~or war, and palaces of plea.
lure j we look on the height and snength or flit
Ilulwarks with a kind of gloomy satisfaction, for
we canoot think of defence without admitting imag.
oi danger; bat we raage delighted and. jocund
througo the gay sparlmeots of the palace, because
nothiD« is impressed by them on the mind but jo1
Iud festmty. Sueh is the ditfereoc:e between great
and amiable cbaraetel'8; with protecton we are_~
witlt. compaoioBs we are ltappy. _

N° go. SATURD:\Y, JANUARY 26, 175I~

111 tenw !abOI'.

What tGil in tleader things t

IT is very difticult to wrife on tlle minuter parts of
literature withoutfailin-g either to please or instruct.
Too moch nicety of detail disgusts the greatest part
of readen, and to throw!, multitude of particD)a,.,
untler ~eneral heads, and lay do-Wb rules of extenle.
siTe comprehension, is to common undcrrtamilligl
of little uSe. They who underta§.e- these 8ubjeo~

are theJefore always in danger, as one or other ill.
convCBiem:e arises to their imagination, of fright.
ing us with rugged Kiea.ce, or ..nUlling us wit~
cmpty fOund. .. ..
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. III critici~ng tbe work of Milton, there is, in­
deed, opportunity to intersperse pas'liges that can
hardly fail to l'elieve the languol'll of attention; and
.ince, in examining the variety and choice of- the
pauses with which he has divcrllified his numbers, it
will be necess.a.ry to exhibit the Jines in which they
are to be found, perhaps the remarks may be well
compensated by the examples, and the irk'OIn60
nCt;! .of grammatical disquisitioDs somewhat al.
kviated.
. Milton formed his scbeme of TCrsification by tbe
poeta of Greece and Rome, whom he proposed to
lJimself for his models, SD far as the difference of
his .anguage from theirs would permit the imitation.
1'here are indeed many inconveniencies inseparable
from our heroick measure compared with tbat of
lIomer and Virgil; inconveniencies, which it is no
reproach to Milton not to haye overcome, becaule
tIIey are in their own nature insll~rable; but.
against which he has struggled with 50 much" art i

-and diligence, that he may at least be laid to haTlI
deserted success.
, 111e hexameter of tbe ancients may be considered I
as consisting of fifteen syllables, 50 melodiously dil-,
posed, that, as every «fne knows who has examined I

the poetiral authors, very pleasing and SODorou~

lyrick measures are formed from the fragments of
the heroick. It is,indeed, scarce posllible to break
them in such a manner but that invenias etit,m dis.
jedi membra poi"llZ, some harmony will still reo
JDain, and the due proportions of sound will alwa
lie discovered. This meuare therefore allow
P'r~t variety of pauses, and great liberties of £9

AeCting OOIl verlle with another, because wherev
the line was inerrupted. either part singly was III

".at. .wilt t.lall 1111~icDti ,"ew to have coQJiaad
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priYilege to mametell ; (or in their odtft meuuret,
though longer than the Englil" heroick., thOle W'~.

wrote aftel' the refine.eats of .ertificatiOD, YeDtU,.
IO"jlcldo. to change their pan_, that e"ler, uri...
tlon may be supposed ntlite,. It eompli-..c:e witJl ...
cessity than the choke of judgment.

Milton was constrained within tbe Darrow limits
of a measure not Tel)' harmonious iu the utmo.t
perfectiell.; th. Bingle parts, thePefOl'e, fRto whiclt
it was to be sometimes brokeD by paUBet, .wer4P im
danger of losin, the very form of !'ers,. This hu,
pethaps, notwithstanding ali his care, aometimei
happened.

As harmony is the end of peetieal measures, no
part of a vcrse ought to be so separated (rom the
rest as not to remain still more harmoniou. than
prose, or to show, by tbe disposition of the tones,
that it is part of a verle. This r.ole iu the old hexa­
meter might be easily observed, but in Ell8lish will
'cry frequeutly be in daager of violation; for the
order and regularity of accents cannot well be per~

ceived in a sllccession of fewer tbaa three Sfllablcs,
which Will cObfute the Eoglisli poet to ooly fins
pauses; it beiwg supposed, that when he connect.
one-line with another, he"should never mak" a full
pause at leu di8tance than that of three syllables
UQIR the beginning or end of a !'erse. .

'1'hat this rule should'be universally and iodi.pen.
J&hlyestabli$hed, jJerhapB.oannot be granted; some:
thing may be. allowed to variety, and .ometlUng to
tbe adaptation of the numbers to the Itubject: but
it will Ire found generally necessary, and. ~ ear
will seldom fail to suffer by it! neglect. .

Thas when a lingltt syllable ill cut oft' from tbe
rett, it 1Dlllt eitlaer be united te the line wMk wbidl

VOL. Y. ~
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the sense coiutcds it,' or tic sounded alonc. If it
be \lUited to the other line; it corrupts its harmony;
if disjomed, it must stand alone, and witb rt'gard
to muslck be superfluouS'; for there is no Jta.rmouy
in a sillgle 10'UDd, because it has no proportion to
another.

---Hypocrite. au!terely talk.
Defami.g g. impure what God- declares
Pa,.,; and c_d. to ~e, leltYCI foee to. all.'

When two sJllables likewi!le are abscinded' from
the rest, they evidcntly want somc associate sounds
10 make them harmonious.

";"'-Eyes--
-lVore wakeful than to dronze.

Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the past'....1reed
Uf Hermea, or hi, opiate rod. lIfellllwhile

. To re-oalute the world .ith sacred lillht
Ltacothea wak'd.

He ('Oded, and the Son gave signal high
To tire hright mioiste,r that walch'd :' M ble....
Iii, trumpet.

Fint in the calt his rlorlou! lamp wu teen.
lWgent ofday; lind wi tI,' horizon rotlad
Iuvested witl, bright ""y.. jOl"und to run
Hillongitude through heav'n's high road; the gray
Dawn, and the Pleiades, before him dlUlC'd.
Shedding rweet influe)1ce.

------The r:ce
Of that wild rout that tore the Thruci.'J bard,
In RAOODpe, where woods aud roq<l had lIag .

'_To rapture. 't,ll the o..vage clalDour drown'd
:Both harp. and voice; nor eould the IDUse 4efead
licr 1M. So tili.l Jlot tlwu, wlio .tlan impliRe..

The' same defect is perceivedifl the following
line, where the pause is at tile second syllable frOID
the begillniog. .
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Whea the paU!Ie falb .pon the third syllable ot'

the seTelltb, the harm...,. it Stetter preserTecl; but as
the third and.seventh are weak syllables, the period
leawes the ear unlatistied, and in speciation of the
remaining part or the verse.

- He, with biJ horrid at'....
Lay yanqui.b'd, rollin!: in the firy galph,
C<lnfoonded though i,umortal. But hi. dOGlll
ReM.n'd bi.. te more wrath; fer 11_ t1Je tlle_pt
Botb of lost bappiJJea aaclluti1lg paiR
Tormcllb him.

God,-with frequmt intePcoune,
T'bith~r "illlmd his.wingedm_g~
On erraDd. of IUpematural grac.. So IlIIl&
t'hegloriODltrain aacendiolg. -

It may be, I think, established &II a rule, that a
pause which concludes a period should be made for
the most part upon a strong syllable, as the fourth
and sixth; but those pauses which only suspend the
tense may be placed upon the weaker. 'Thus the
rest in the third line of the first passage satisfies the
ear better thM in the folirth, alld tile close of the
secontl fl'Uetation better thaD. of the third.

--The evilltlOlI_~"B Ilaclt, redounded (as a tlood)on those
Prom w'honi it sprung; impossible to milt
With bluledneu.

-What we by day
top overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind,
One night·or two witb wanton growtb deridu.
'fendillg to wild. .

The patbs and how'.. doubt not but our joint bandl
Will keep from wilderness with cue as wide .
Iu 'ft' nead walk, till younger handa erl: IOftI

. Assist Ilf. .,'

Lt
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The ~~ ill the fifth place has tIM sam. InconvclIi.
,.ace lliS ill the lJeunth &1111 third, that the' syllable is
wuk.

:BeaM rlow with bUat 'gan war, and 11>-1 with fowl,
And fieh with fi.h. to gnue the herb ldl te.....iug,
Devour'd each other: Nor stood much in awe

, Of man. but tled him. or with counlellaB66 grim.
Glar'd on him paumg.

The noblest and mf)st majeatic pauses whicb our
,.ersification admits, are upon the fourtb and .ixth
syllables, which are both strongly sounded in a pure
and regular verse, and at either -of which the line
is so divided, that both members participate of
harmony.

But now at last the sacr"d intloence
Of lijht IIppea.... and frobJ the walls of heam
Shoots far into the bosom of dim night
A glimmering daW1l: here nature first begins
Her fartheat nrge, and chaos to retire.

But far above aU others, if I caR give any 01'90

dit to my own ear, is the rest upon the siXth syl­
labic, which, taking In a complete COOlpa81 of1000nd,
sucb as is sufficient to cODstitute one of our Iyric~

measures, makes a full and solemn close. .Soms.
passages"hich conclude at thiB stop, I could never
read withollt lome Itrang emotions of delight or ll.d.
miration.

Before the hills appear'd, or fou:Jtma 1I01V'd.
Thou with the eternal wisdom did,t cony("rse.
Wisdom thy sist"r. and willi her dids! play
In presence oCthe almighty Father. pleas'd
With thy celestiallOllgo .
Or ather worlds they seem'd, or happy i~le..
Like those He'perian gardens famod of old.
Fortunafe firlds, and .groves, and ftow'ry val~s.

Thrice happy isles! Hut who dwclt'bappy ther~1

Ie staid ndl to inquire. .
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-.-IIeblew
11i~ ~uJl1.pet, hrnrd in Oreb since, perhaps
When GOD d..scended; and, perhaps, Ol1ce lIIore

.To sound. at general doom.

If the poetry of Milton be';x1lmin('d, with r~&rd
t,o tlJe pauses and flo IV of his verses into each other,
it will ippear, thlj,t he bs performed aU that our
language would admit; and the comparison of hi.
lIumbers with thQse who have c\lltivated the same
manner of writing, will show that be excelled as
IIInch in the lqwer as the higher parts of his art, ariel
that his skill in harmony was npt leiS tlJan bis jnp
TeD!iQn Qr ~is le~rning •

• . k i, t_ " f $
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. -.
Dulcu i~e:spert~ eultura potentu amici,
&pert... mmit.

1'0 court the ~reat ones, and to SQoth tllei, pt'id!l,
Seems a sweet task to thOllethat Rev<!r triet4 ;
&t those toot ban: k~o... WIIU t~at aaD~er'.DellT.

eBlEeR,

TuE SCIENCES ha1i'ing long seen the~r votaries 'ja~
bouting for the beWlfit of mankind without reward,
put up their petition to Jupiter for a more equita.­
ble distribution of riches and bonoqrs. Jupiter was
lIloved at their complaints, and touched with the
wprQaching miseries of men, whom the SCIENCES,

wearied with perpetual in"gratitude, were now threat.
~niDg tQ {onakc, lIond who WQuid haTe been Fe.,

- L 3
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duced by their departure to feed in dens upon the
masts of tJ.:ees, to bunt their prey in deserts, and to
perish under the paws of animals stronger and
nercer than themselv8ltoo

A synod of the celestials was therefore convened,
in which it "'.as resolYed, that PATROl'lAGE should
descend to the assistance of the SCIENCES. P J.­

TB.Ol'lltl.CE was the daughter-of ASTHEA, by a mortal
father, and had been educated. in the school or
'fRuTH, by the Goddt:ISes, whom she was now ap­
Jlointed to protect. She h~ from her mother tINt
dignity of aspect, wlaieh struck. terror into falso
merit, and from her mistrC61 ~hat resene, wlRch
ma.de her only accessible to those whom the SCI-
EN()ES brought into her presence. ~

She came down, with the general acclamation of
all the powers that favour learning. HOPE danced
before her, and LIBERALITY stood at her side, I'

ready to scatter by her direction the gifts which "
FORTUNE, who followed her, was commanded to
supply•. As she advanced towards Parn&Ssus, the
cloud which had long hung over it, was immediate-
ly dispelled. The shades, before withered with
drought, spread their original verdure, and the
llowen tbat had languished with chilne&s brigatened
their colourtl, and invigorated their liCeRts; the
Mlises tuned their h'arps and exerted their voices ;
and all the concert of nature welcomed her ar­
rival.

On PamasstB she fixed her residem:e, in a palace
raised by the SCIENCES, and adorned witb whatever
could delight the eye, elevate the imagination, or
enlarge the understanding. Here 500 dispersed the
gifts of I<'oR~UNEwith the impartiality of JtlSTl~£,

and the disr-ernment of TRUTH. Iter gate stood ai­
lVays-Open, aDd HorE sat at the portal, ill~itiDg 10
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8IIt1'aace, all wflom tllt* SVIEl«:ll8 numbered in tbeir
traid. The colU;t was ther.re th~d w-ith in.
Bumerab4e multitudes, of whom, though DlBny re.
turned disappointed, seldom any had confidence tu
complain; fer PATRONAGE w8ll kllOwn to neglect­
few, bot fol' want ef due claim! to htlr ,~ard.

TbuIe, therefore, wh4t .ad lolicitcd bel' favour with.
Ollt lucceN, geBen.tly witlllt~w from publick. no.
tice, 8Ild eitkr dhl!FtOO. their attentien til D1ea"er
employDlents, or endeavoured to 8npply their de­
~ by closer application.

In time, however, tile n1l1Rber ef thole who kad
lIiscarried. itt their pretomWns grew 60 great, that
they became len atlh&llled or their repulses; al'Kl.,
instead of hiding Uteir dillgrace in retiremoot, be.
~ao to besiege the gaws ~f the palace, ·lHKl ob5tr1lCt
the entranee of IlIclla.tbey t!t(l"1!ilit Hkely to be
IDGI'C alressed. '.ne tteoiAiees~fP ATI\()~AGE, who
was bnt half a Godde88, had been sometimes errone..
611S; ami thOug" Ihe allft}>s made haste to l't'Ctify
~er mistak~s, a feow- iMtanoet of her fallibility en.
ooanged every ORe to aIJpeal from her judgment tit
his o,", ...d dlat et IHB companions, wlw arc aI~·u)"!l.

~y te clam04l' in the common cause, and elate
each other witil reciprocal applalMl.

Hon was a steady ("ieRll to tlte disaPIJoi"too,
and IMPUDENCE incited. tltem to acloept a IitlCeM iu~

Titatioo, and lay their claim &8'aiu berore P ATaos.
!liE. They were egai_, fof' the most part, sent
lNell witft ig_ominy, hut found HoPE~ alienated,
and IMPVDE!'ICE more t'e!o1urely :tealolls j they there.
fere cctI'Imved new ew:<pedientl, !lRd Jlopeclat lallt to
pl'et'.il by their muititlides, w\ielt were always in.
n-cuiug,. and theit' persevemttee, wtticlt HOPE and
hrPUitENi:E f'8l'bette tlteM to relax•

.l'ATBOIll:&6~ llaiiJg becll long a .tran~r to the
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Uaveldy assemblies, began to clegenel'ate towards
terrestrial nature,and foreot the prejleflts of J1l8~

'rICE.od TRUTJI. Instea4- of confining her friend.
ship to the S"IENCEI, tlJe $If.tJ'ercd ,het:self, by little
and little, to contract an acquamtance wjth PJUD~

the SOil of F4"8I:HOOD, lIy wbose embraces Ilhe had
two ,daughters, FU.'l'TEJJ,Y ~ C.P~IGE. FLAT.
'J;E~Y was nursed bJ',LIBEJI,....LITV, and CAPIUCE by
:FOJl,T\1Nl:, -without ·a.,y assilltancll from the lessons
qf tb~SilltNCp., _

PATRONAGE began openly to adopt the sentiments
and imitate Ute manners of her husband, by whose
CJpinioRs she now directed her decisions with Y~ry

little heed to the pre~pts Qf 'l'auTH; and as her
qalJgbters continually gaJ.qelj. upon her atfectiow,
the SCIEN'C~ lost their influence, till none found
much r~on to boast of their reception, but those
...-Iw", C~PRI(;E Of FLATTERY l:onducted to her
throRe,

The throngs wbo bad 'so long waited, and so of.
ten been dism'issed for want of recc;lmmendatioll
from the SCJ.ENCES, were delighted to liee the power
'If those. I'igorous Goddesses tending to its extine.
til;In. Thejr p~crQnes8esnow fellcwed their en­
~o\lragements. . HOPE smiled at the approach of
CAPRICE, and Iauv.DENcE was always at ha.nd to in.
tloduce het' clients to FLATTEay,
, PATRON....GE had now learned to pl'0cure Ilerself

reverence by, ceremol'lies aud formalities, and,. in.
lItead of admitting her petitioners to an immediate
audience, nrdered the antechamber to be erected,
~alled among mortals, thIS Hall. of Expectation.
Into this hall thQ entrance was easy to those whom
lMPUDENCE baq <:onsigned to FLATTERY, lUJd it
was therefore crowded with a promillcuous thron"
ilse~~led from every comer of the earUJ, pre'.Sing.
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rorwam with the utmost eagerriesl of deaire, and
agitated with all the anxieties of competition.

They entered thi~ general receptacle :with ardour
and alacrity, and made no doubt of speedy access,
nnder the conduct of j<'L ATTll11Y, to the presence of
PATJlONAGE. But it generally happened that th-:y
were here left to their destiny, "for the inner doors
were committed to CAPRICE, wk9 opened and shut
them, as it IIICmed, by chance, and rejected or ad.
mitted "'lthout any settled rule of distinction. Iii
tbe mean time, the miserable attendants were lel't
to wear out their lites in alternate 111l:lIltation an"
dejection, delivered up to the sport of SUSPICION,

who wu always whispering into their ear designs
~aill8t them which were never fonned, and of
EnT, who diligently pointed out the good fortuno
of one 01' otber of their MtIIplltitors. INPAMY flew
round the hal4 and scattered mildews from her
wings, with which everyone was stained j Rl:pu.
TATIOl'J fonawed Ittl!' with 810wer ftight,and en.
deavoured to hide the blemishes with paint, which
'fa, immediately brushed away, or separated of it~

self, and left the stains more visible; nor were tbo
spots of InUIY efer effaced, but with lintpi~

wat€r ,etrus~d by the band of TIM:E from a well
which sprung up beneath the throne of'l'l\u1'H.

It freqnently "happened that SCIENCE, unwlllini
to lose tim anclent preroiative Gf recommending tQ
PATR01!U.GR, would lead lte' follower8 into the
Hall of Bxpectation; but they were loon dis~

oouraged from attending, for not only ENVY and
SUSPICIOlf iACC8santly tormenteil them, but I!IIpu..
DElfCE comidered them as jntruders, and incitelllN'.
FAlIT to' blackRn them. They therefore quickly
Mired, but seldQlll without some spota whicb thel
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could scarcely wash away, and which showed that
tbey had once waited in the Hall of ,Expectation.

The r'est cc,mtinued to expect tbe happy moment,
at which CAPRICE should beckon tbem to approach;
and endeavoured to propitiate her, not with lIo.
merical harmony, the representation of great ac·
tions, or the recital of noble sentiments, but with
60ft and voluptuoua melody, intermingled with tile
praises of PATRON,AGE and PRIDE, by: whom they
were heard at once with pleasure and contempt.

,Some were indeed admitted by CAPRIC,E, when
they least expected it, and heaped by PATRONAn
with the gifts of FORTUNE; but they were from tbat
time chained to he~ footstool, and condemned to reo
gulate their lives by her glances and her nods; they.
8eemed proud of their manacles, and seldom com.
plained of lUly drudgery" however servile, or any,
affront, however ~o~temptuous; yet they were of.
ten, notwitllstanding their obedience, seized aD a
suddeQ by CAPIUq;:, divesteet of their ornamentf)
and thrust 'blj.c~ int~ the' Hall of Exp«:tatioJl.

Here they mingled again with the tumult, and.
all, except a few whom experience had, taught to
seek happi~ess in the regions of liberty, c:ontinued
to spend houn, aRd days, &lld, yelK's, courting the
"mile of CAPRICE !Jy the arts of FLATTERY; till at
length UC\V crowds pressed in upon them, and drove
them forth at different outlds into the, habitations
of DISEASE, and SH,UU;, llnd POVl:Il.TY, and DE­
8P~IR, where they passe<l the fCllt of their ~ves in
narrati,:cs of promises and breaches of faith, of joys,
and sorrows, of hopes and disappQintments.

The SCIENC.ES, after a thousand i~dignities, reo
tired from the palace or PATRO!UGE, ~nd having
,~.n~ ~.udered Qvet tqe world ~n .e;~ieC .a~4 dt.Btres.s,.



THE R.llfBLER. I10

, were led at r~tto the cottage of lNnEPJ:NnENCE;

the daughter of FOKTITUDE; wh('re they went.
! faui'ht by PR'C'DENCE and PARSIMONY to sUllport

themselves in dignity. and quiet.

X' 92. SATURDAY,FEBnUARY 2, 1751•.
."

•
jam ...~ minaei murmure C<n'nuum
Perltrillg;. aul"U, jam lirni Hrep'lnto HUll

1.o! no", the dation's voice I hear.
Its threat'wng mu~mllrspierce mine ear"
And w. thy lines with brazen breath
1'he trumpet sollnd. the ,:harge of death. FR A IIC IS..

IT has been long observed, that tlle idea of beauty
is 'ague and undefined, different in different mind$,
and diversified 'by time or place. It has been a
term hitherto. used to signify tbat which pleases us
we know not wby, and in our approbation of which
we can jOltif1 ourselves only by lite concurrence of
numbers, without mucll power liti ellforcing our
opinion upon others by any·argument,.but example
iIIId authority. It is,indeed, so little subject to
the examinations of reason, that Paschal supposes
it to end where demonstration begins, and main­
tains, that without .incongruity and absurdity w.
cannot speak of geomB.tricat beauty. . .

To· trace. aU the sources ~f that various pleasure
which we ascribe to tlte agency of beauty,Ot' to dis_
llltangle all tbe"pereeptionll involv<,'d .in its .idea,
""IUd, perJ1o&ps, require a very great part of the lif.
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of ArLitotle Or Plato. It is., however, in Jllauy calle'
apilarent that this quality i.i merely relative and
tOD1para~ive; tht we pronounce thin~s beautiful
because they have something which we agree" for
whatever reason, to call beauty, in a greater dt'..
gree th;inwe have been accustat!.Jed to find it in
other things of the same killd; add that we transfer
the epithet as our knowledge increases, and appro.
priate it to higher exceIluDce, WbeD higher excellence
eomes within our view.

Much of the beauty of writing is of this kind;
and therefore noi1~au JUStly remarks, that the
books which hate stood the test of time, awl been
admired through all tho changes which the mind of
man has suffered from the various reTolutionll of
knowledge, and the prevalence of contrary eustoms,
have a better claim to our regard than any modern
can boast, bjilC&Uie tile loag coatinuance of their re­
ptltation proves tbat they are adequate to our fa..

. culties, aud agreeable to nature.
It ii, lm"eIVer, the task of criticism to establish

prmciples; to improve opinion into kno1fledge; aDd
to distiRguish those mCjtIlS of ple:uing which dcpend
upon fuwlWn C&UllCS ami rational dedactitJft, from the
na.eleIs and iaellpliable elegM1eies :which appeal
.holly to the fancy, from wbiCltl we fecI delight,
but ko&w ROt how they pro4uce it, and which may
weH be tennad the enchantrcsHil 9f the Jloot Criti-

.cism re4.ucel those regjOftll of literature under the
domillilJll oC BtiellCe, which have hitherto known
emy the lIIIarclJy of i~.norance, the caprices of
fancy, aDd the tyranay of prescription.
. The,e ill IIOthing ill the art of Terslrying· iiO

, much e'II:posed to the power of imagiRati'on IU the
I£commodatiOll -of the 801md to the SCHlie, Of' the
re~tiol1 (If particutar imaca, by, the 18",. 41f

j
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the Terso in which they are expressed. ETcry stu"
dent bas inllumerable palisages, in which he, and
perbap.'l he alone, discovers such resemblllflees; an<l
since the attention of the present race of poetical
readers seems particularly tllrJied upon this species
or elegance, I shall endeavour to examine how lIluch
these conformities have been observed by the poets,
or directed by the criticlu, how far they can be
~tablisbed upon nature &nd reason, and on what
ocraMons they have been practised by Milton.

Homer, tlw father of all poetical beauty, has been
Jl!lrticuJarly celebrated by JJiQnysiu~ of lIaIicarnas..
IUS, as he tilat, of all tke poets, c-,;hibited the
greale,ft variety of soundj for there urc, says he,
innumerab/.c pll$sage", in r>:/lir::h lcngflJ of timti,
bulk of bodo, cxtreTTdty ofFlUdon, olui stitlness of
repose,. or, in wMcll, 011 the contrary, brevity,
:peed, and eagerne,fs, arB evil/entl}! rna-rlred out by
the sound oj tile syllables. 7'lIul the. anguish and
slow pace with 'Which the blind Polypheme groped
out with his hands the entrance of his cave, are
perceived in the cadence of the t:erstls Ulkick de­
lcribc it.

K"'~n r"~x" on x,,: ~,;..... ~'"""I.
XI",: ""'),o~o ...---
:Mean time tile eycl6p rsgiug with his wOllud.
Spreadl bill1'id~ vms, aIld .e1lJ.c.b~ ralllld aIlli !'Moo.

Pan.

nae eritick then proceeds to shaw, that the ef.
forts of Achilles struggIillg iu his armour ag!linst.tbe
carrent of a river, sometimes resisting anti some.
times yielding; may be perceived in the elisions of
the syllables, the slow succession of the feet, anll
the strength of the consonants.

TOL,T. •
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~l,,~. 3' .",.~' AX').r.s ."":,,,,,•.,0'1 r("~o 'ltvIA';
....n~., ~, ;" lTi.u .,.1." ('O,....·.".3.i '11'''''.''411
'E..". Flleifu9,..,,----

So oft the surge, in wat'ry mOKutains Ipreado
De..ts on hi. boIck, 4r bW'lts upon his heltd,

Yet, dauutl,'s. still, the ad verse flood he hr!We!!"
Anrl still indignant bounds ..bove the waves,
Tir'd by the IIdes, his kDt'cs rt"lax "ith toil;
-Wash'd fronl beueath ltim, slide. the abUI)' ""II,

Pon:.

When Homer describes the crush of men dasl\ecI
against a rock, he coUects the most unpleasing ami
harsh soulidll.,

1:", 313~l:If ~~iSr, ~r' ~xuA.ICiSJ' 1D'OT~ IJ.s."
1'..00'1" i,,~' l'r"l~tlAor " ......~.. pl., ~,ii, ~i .,-'_

----Hi. blood,- hand
Sftatch'd two, unhappy! of my marllal band.
And dllsh'd like dog. a!CBinst the stony Il"or:
The J'l!vemeut swim. with brain. and nungled gorcr.

POI'z"

And when he would p1ac~ before the ('yes 8omt·
thing dreadful and astonishing, he makes choice of
the strongest vowels, and the letters of most dif.
icult utterance.

T;j 3' :..: :. ron;' !3).o""enll lrl~~''''.
~u••, 3,e" ~'''' ....e: ~i .0..:...... ,., 4IOC::~ .....

Tremrodous GOrgOIl frowo'd upon ils fielrl,
Alld t1ccliag t~rrurs till'd tb' expreosiyc: .hield. PO.E.

, Man)" otlll'r examples Dionysius produces; but
the~e will'Sufficiently show, that either he was fanci­
fuJ, or we have lost the genuine p-ronnnciation i-for
I know not whether, in anyone of these illstancl'S,
luch .iwilitude- COla be disculercd. It 5Ccm', iu-
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If_, pllD1aable, tbat the y~ratioDwith l1"hi~h Do­
a. was read. produced many suppositious bean.
~s: (or thOugh it is .certain, that the sound of
JUny Ef bis vcrses vcry justly cor; esponds with the
tlriBgs esprl'Ssed, Jet, when the (orce of his imagi­
DaftOR, w~icb gave him full poslK'!Ision of t'Tery ob.
ject, is considered, together with' the ftellibility of
_language, of which the s)·nables might be,oftl'n
rontJ't,Ctcd or 4ilated at pkasurc, it will seem un.
likely that such conformity should happen lellS (re.
ljaeutly "en without design.

Jt is not howCTcr to be doubted, t1Jat Vir,;j)~ wbG
wrote amidst the light of criticism, and who,owed
10 muck of his IIICC85S to art and lallonr, endeay.
011red, among othu ('xrelleftcies, to exhibit thiB
similitude; .nor has he boou less happy in this than
ill the other graces of versificatiol!, This felicity of
b n.mbers Wllll, at the revival of. learJ1in~, dis.
jUayed with great elegance by Vida, ill. his Art of
Poetry., ' '. ,-

Htnnl,trti. ~6t ini,utetmqtte eltmd"t: t:~mtm.--'
Drmtill ud fiumrri, t'Ot:U... t:!I'It:ordib", "pttmt,
Atque 'OliO '1'I<"('Ullque cmmnt imitantur, et oplll
Jr..,.e.r" ....r"cir.4- qll<l'rito canll;roii MT.

]fanl rfivenll tip,,, e6t lie/uti dare "enib". _.­
Jr/'C "'eliur m.t"que pedum, et ."er"iciln~ "Ii"
lfol!t mtml tacito I<r!'u per /eouia radit:
lae ote", ""mbl'l;, at mole ignaviUl ing~
hc,dit.. tam mllli...i"e ,ub,idendo.
Jo:cec aliquil ,ubit egffgio pulchCl'l,i"",.. are,
CW l4rtum memhri, f'ell'" om";In,, '!Bla.1If"'II7't1ft.
Cmo'm allua Tudia, i'!fiwme' OJlellJit <;1- artua,
Hinutumque ,,,pel'eili,,,,,, ac cauda... Si"Ul¥OIll,

l~atul !'i.u, SDBitu ilItefJIvili, ipso.---
Ergo wllijam """ftC 'pumlll aalis tel'r ",cute.
muluere mal'i, ~idew spumllf'e, reducti,
('ftnl.sum remis. rortrisque stridtntibUllCquur.
T...., Iltnge 'air 'am sOlla"t. tIlnc 4' freta t'cnllf
liatfpi¥,ll "iilaea lu...eKere: lillore j/Ilclu.

, , ,M 2



IlIiJMHt _, • ~maa,....nd-"
Ad M:I1pKloa, na.u.~T preraptulAJll'l.....4O!
I:ii,. rel1l exalto.~amda NpY:8

,1.4'niit in tIIOre... lIa.,..m, pl4Cidqru poilu/ii,
!.tWilUT tuiCta vadu alie., ""tat ,meta cariua.-
V""" diaJII MI f'J'igKaI mogsuta SC<Jlllllltur.
1~Ul:j.""IIt~; c.Rda gig....
iT,uta decent, _Itw iamarJeI, pecjlJr.. lilt.. . .
J:! '''''If''" -.b",....", artus............. _laI:trt.....
,Atq'Ul alleo, .iquid gcrit"r tJlDlimme ..qpo. .
.Adde ...""... ef paritcr tuam f''''!UC~.. lalJo,.
&g,UA. SCM 9"4'" "" ...... gMba clladD
..Etc",umfT(Jngmda. biAmtilJw, e-ClIIIIo
t:<>1'Il1I4 tlclataMlBl obucrtimaol (J1ItCn ,.,...
.At mllr" "fucrit da....... properarejllbcbe.
Iii tJrfmc caN c:rttelerit f1&d14 "ipeFlJ tcrno.
Tolle _Ill, cape__• cape""" pGIIIrJ
FctW citi~.._ ... lela,~cpaka.
1'f1'C etiGm tJeI"IIunwt. inpr~fcratMr.
1iIuaenIII cum pnrcipit.... rui$ OCCIl1lAl tW;,

. .Aut c ~uba$ gt"afJiter pt'BICUIIlWt fwmi "--
(;..., , etia.. TC....q ,.",... datur. i)lI4 fIlO!tte 1&IhII.
Ca~ pGUlUper CUflU CGI«'e rJiddJi6
Inm~ illlerr¥pta; fI'iCt.....t CU!"jmtJ jItmti.
P.-tqutUlldUre""llCre, quiaccrc,......- .
feT1JC1'e mt, .ediispe ioIc4IpIiI sWrc__
quid dis.....~ CIItn tcltua inabelle 6inc ida
InvaJUlusjllCit, t ~ect" "irib... qtrl
}.t,&fIj 9""'ltu: ,,,... IIIel'IlU ICpil/Gritp' pede~~
.sanguis lcbet, frig- cffldc ia cl1f'1JlWe viTa. . .
Fu,'!cm lltI,cmjtt.lJf1MfI/> tlaut I'"'"Intper.m~.
Erertiac dDfllDlo ,J'ttfr/U:llUpAe~
Pcctora pec~rib", perrumpere, at~ (una

'Ingentc., '~j.:Tum tilJre.funera~"'¥I'. . .

'Ti. Dot enougl. his vel'les to compIf'll!.
In measpre, nUDl~r, or determin'd feet.
To all, proportion'd tel'lllS he lIIust diapeuw..
4nd make the $Qund a Ilicture of the seme i
'The corrCllpondeDt worde euctly (r&DIe.
The look, the features, aud tile mien the .... '
With rapid feet and wing&, without delay,

-f'iS swiftly flies, and smoothly skiuul away:
his blooms with ]Out.h and beauty in his CJw:r..

. d Veau. bplathes~ eV'&lllil.lb &iragli



TTUtt, efmde lorm, his uncouth members .ho....
I.oel<s IlOrrible,and frowns with his rough bro"'j
Hi.. 'DOn_lron, tail. in DIan)" a fold and ..ind,

'l\Ofummqu. llnd vast, clUls up b<:hind j

At once the image and thc lin"s appellr
Jlnd" to the e~'e, and friglltful te. the ear.
J.o! "'ben the sailor. steer the pond'rous .llips.
Afti plough, with brazen heaks, the fo.,my dcepa.
lncumbent on the ,,"in that roars arullnd, ~
Jl<,neatb the lab'rin/! Oltn the "'aves I'<'sollnd j

The prows wide ecllOing tbro' the d~rk profound.
-To the loud call Clt~h dislant rock replies j .

Tllt't bJ' the 5lorm the tow'ring ,urge. '~tot ; .
While the 1I0arse ocean heats the soulIQing sfloft'.
Dash'd fro~ the stmnd, tbe f1ving waters roar.
flash at. the shock, and gathering in • heltp.
The liquid Iilolllltams rise. and over-han!! lh,' det'f.

"}Jut when blue 1'lcptunl' fr01ll 1,lis car .urve)'"
Alld "al",s at one regard the ragin!! scas;
Stretch'.\ like It peacefullak" the deep subsides.
And lhe pitch'd v.-"el o\or Ihe surface glides.
Wheu thi"g. arc small, the te..."" _honld still be .. ;
:ror low words pl,'a.c I" when the thelll.C is low.
llut wben some gi.1U,· hllrrible and grim, .
:Enormons in hi_ gait. and vast in ev'r~' limh,
Stalk. tow'ring on; the swelling WOlds musl rise
Iii jll!t proportion to the momlcr's size,
If some large w..ight his hD~e IIrDl! strive to shovt',
The verse too labolll'!l; the throng'd words !!Carer. move,
Wben each sti1F clod beneRth the pond'roll! ploll!!h
Crumbles and Im'ah. til' encnmbcr'd lines nlllst flow.
Nor Ie.., wl...n pilots eateh the friendly !!alt'll,
lJnfurl their shrond., an" hoist thewide-streteh~d .ails.
But if the poelll !lIffers from dday.
Let the Iinesliy precipitate aW8J.
Aad wl,,'11 the viper issues from Ihe brake, ~
Jle qnick; w,lb slones, and bran.ds, and fire; attll:ek
His risin!!: erest, and drive tbe .erpent bdek.
'\"lIen night de'cends, or stnnn'd by nun~rolls stroke" .
And ~roaning, to the earth dropllihe vast ox ;
The hne 100 SIll),;S "illo corrcspondent'lOund,
FlRt wilh the eten, and headlong to the ground.
When the wild waves subside. and tempests Cellae.
And hnsh tile roarings of the sell to peace;

II'



Ud
:;0 oft we see the interrupted .train ~
SlOpp'd in the midst-and with the silt'llt main
Pau.e for a space-at last it glide.s again.
When Priam strains his aged nrm.. to thro"
His unavailingjav'lille.at the ioe;
(His hlood congeal'd, and ev'ry ner"e unstran"
Then with the theme complies the altful JIQI)~'
Like him the solitary numbers flow,
'Veal<, trembling, melancholy, ..tilf, and slo",~ .
Not so young Pyrrhus, who with rapid force
Beats down embattled armies in hill course.
The raging youth 011 trembling I1ioil falls,
~urns her stroni gates, and shakes her lofty ..,a1h;
Provokes his flying courser to the speed.
In full career to charge the warlike steed:
He piles the field with mountains of the slain;
He pvun, he storms, he thWlders tbro' the plain. }'nT.

From the ItalilUl gardens Pope seems to Ita'fl
transplanted this flower, the growth of happier
climates, into a soil less adapted to its nahtm, awl.
less favourable to its increase.

Soft is the strain, wben Zephyr gently blows,
And the smooth stream in smoother numbers lows; ,
But "hoo loud billo",. luh the sounding shore.
'fhe hsaree rough veree .bollk1 like the torrent roar. .
When Aj_ strives .ome rock'.....t weight to tbWw,
The line 000 labours, and the ..ords move lluw j

Not so wben I ..iftc.lllilia soours the plain. .
F.Lies o'er tit' uabeil4iDg cern, lUId akim. atollg the JqaiJ\.

From these lines, laboured with gJ'Clat attentiOft,
ana celebrated. by a rival wit, may be judgild what
<:an be -expected from the m9st diligent endeavours
after this isagery of sound. The 'ferae illtended to
represent t1Ie whisper of the 'femal breeze, m1Pt be
confessed Bot much to excel in wftness or volubi.
lity: and the smllotb stream runs with a perpetual
c1a~h of jarr:iug COl.Isonants. Tho noise 3.1111 tU,rba.
Jellre of the torrent is, iIJdeed, distinctly imaged,
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for it requires Tcry littlc skill to make our Jangu88e
rough: btlt in these lincs, which mention the effort
of Ajax, there is no particular hcavinesl, obstrue­
tiG_, or delay. 'fke nv){tJlesl of Camilla is ratller
cootra.'lted than cxemplilied; why tile Terse shoul4
be lengthened to eKptMI .,eeci, will Dot easily be
diJcovered. In the dactyls used for that purpose
by the ancients, two 80ot1: syllables were pro•

. JouDced with such rapidity, as to be equ~1 only to
ODe 10111; t!ley, t1lerefore, natural1y. exhibit the
act of paMli~ throop a long space in a short time.
Bat the Alexandrine, by its pause in the midst, ~
, tardy and stately measure; .and the word unbend.
fllg, one of the most sluggish and slow which Ollr
language donis, cannot much accelerate its mo.
tion.

These niles and these examples haTe taught our
present eriti~s to inquire very studiously and mi.;,
lIutely into sounds and caIlences. Ifis, therefore,
useCuI to examine with what skill they haye pro­
eeeded; wbat discoveries they have made; and
...hether any rulC!! can be established which ma1
;uide IlS hereafter in such rescaTches.
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- Experi"" quid concedatur ill'illM
QuorumjWmillw tegit~r ci"iI/liiue lAtill4. In_

!\lore saMy truth to urge l!er claim praumlll"
On Dames new found alone on books and towbs.

TIIl:RE are few books on which more time is spent
by young students, than on treatises which deliver
the characters of authors; nor any which oftener
deceive the expectation of the reader, or fill hi.
mind with more opinions which lhe progretls of his
studies and the increase of his knowledge oblige
'him to resigt\. ' . .
. Baillet has inti-olluced hia collection of the deci.
sions of the learned, by an enumeration of the preju­
'dices which misleall the critick, and raise ,the pas­
rio~ 'i'l1 rebellion against the judgment.' His cata­
logue, though'large, is im~rfect; and who CD
hope to complete it? The beauties of writing have
been observed to be often luchas cannot in the pre.
sellt state of human knowledge be evinced by evi.
dence, or drawn out into dll~onstrations; they
are therefore wholly subject to the imagination,
and do riot force their effectl upon ll- mind pre. I

Qccupied liy unfavourable sentiments, nor overcome
the counter-actioll of a, falwe principle or of stKb­
\lorn partiality.

To conviuce any man against his will is hard,
bllt to please him against hiM will is justly pro.
,oWleed by Dryden tG be above the reacb of humaa
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abilities. Interest'"and passion will bold ont long
against tho dosest siege of diagrams and syUogisms,
but tbey are absolutely impregnable to imagery and
sentiment; and will for \lver bid defiance to the
most powerful strains of Virgil or Homer, tbough
they mar give way in time to the batteries of Eac1i4
or Archimedes.

Iu. trnstlng theccfore to the sentence of a critick,
we are in danger not onlt from that vanity wbicIJ
palts writers too often to the dignity of teachihg
wbat they are yet to learn, from that negligence
which sometimes steals upon the 'most 1igtlant cau.
tion, aad that fallibility to which tbe condition of
Jlllture has subjected every human 'understanding j

lut trom a thousand extrinsiclr. and accidental
eaus~, from every thing which can excite k.indnes.
or maleTolence, VeDeration or contempt.

Many of those who have determined with'lrm
)o)dntlu upon the variont degrees of literary merit,
may be justly 5uspecte4 of having pasaed lellteoc:e,
1$ SeQeca. reanarks of Cla~dius, .'

V,,,, tlJllertm parle audil".
&~.elRlI<lla.·

witllmat much knowledge of the e&usc tJefore them I
for it ,nIl not easily be imagined of LrngbalDe,
BorriChius, or RapiD, that they 'had Tery accurately
perused aU the bOoks which they praiso or censure;
or that, even if nature aDd learning had qualified
them for judges, they could read for over with the
attention necessary to just criticism. Such perform.
aDees, however, arc not wholly without their use'J
for they are commonly just'echoes to tfle voice ot
fame, and transmit the general stitTrage of mlLnklnd
lJJteqtllel haT' po ~rtic~~rmotiv~ to IUl'pr\1l. It+,
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Criticks, like the rest of maBkind, areT~ fre­
quently misled by intered. The bigotry with which
editors regard the authors whom ·they illustrate or
cori-ect, lIas been geaerally remarked. Dryden was
known to have written malt of hi. critical disserta­
tions only to rccC;Jmmend the work. upon which he
then happened to be employed; and Addison is
~uspectcd to have denied the expediency of poetical
justice, because his own Cato was condemned w
perish in a good c~use. .

ThFre are prejudices which authors, not other.
wise,weak or corrupt, bave indulged without sera­
pit; ".. and perhaps SOUle of them are so complicat~.
with our natural alfections, that they cannot easily
be disentangle!l from the heart. Scarce any can heal"
,nth impal"tiality a comparison between the writers
of his own and another country; and though it can­
,ot, I think, be cha.rged equally on all natjons. :
~hat they are blinded with this literary patriotism.
J~~ thea;.e are none that do not,look upon their an­
tllon With the ft)Ddne~s of affimty, and esteem thea
as well for the place of their birth, as for their
k.nowledge or their wit. There is, therefore, sel­
dom much resped due to comparatiTe criticism,
when the competitors are of dilferent countries, un­
less the judge is of a nation equally iBdiffereot te
'both. '!'be Italians could not for a long time he-

. Iieve; that there was any learning beyond the moun­
tains; and the :French seem genel"llUy persUaded.
that there are no wits or reasoners equal to their
pwn. I can scarcely conceiye' that if Scaliger ~a4
900t considered him¥elf as allied to ViriP1, by bei~

bQrn jl} the same country, be would haye foulld his
works ~o lUuch superior to those of Homer, or hue
thqug~t the controversy worthy of so much aeal,
{~he~C~ce1 ,~d ~crimoDY. .
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There is, indeed, olle prejudice, and only ODe',
'1 which it may be doubted whether it is any dis.
~oDour to be sometimes misguided. Criticism has
10 often given occasion to .the envious and ill.
utured of gratifying their malignity, that some
have thought it necessary to recommend the "irtue
of candouf ~·ithollt restriction, and to preclude atl
Cnture liberty of censure. Writers llossessed "'ith
this opinion are continually enforcing civility and
c!rcency, recommending to criticks the proper dif.
idenceof themsehes, and inculcating the veneration
due to celebrated names.

I am not of opinion that these professed enemies
or arrogance and severity have milch m'ore benevo.
Imce or modesty than the rcs~ of maukind; I or that
they feel in their own hearts, any other intention
than to distingllish themseh'~s by their softness and
delicacy. Some are modest because they are timo.
IOUS, and some are lavish of praise bcca\Jse tlley
~pe to be repaid. • .

'fhere is indeed some tenderness due to li'Vin,,;
writers, when they attack none of those truths
which Ire of importance to 'the happiness of m'an.
kind, and have committed no other ollence' than that
of betraying their own ignorance or dulness. I
should think it cruelty to crush an insect who had
provoked me only by bnzzin.g in my ('ar; and would
not willingly interrupt. the dream of harmless stu.
pidity, or destroy the jest which makes its author
bugh. Yet I am filT from thinking this tenderness
universally necessary; for he that writes may be
considered ... a kind of general challenger, whom
rvery 0111' has a right to attack ; since he quits the
common rank of life, steps forward beyond the lists,
oDd oim his merit to the publick. judgment.· '1'0

-i
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commence author is to claim praise, aDd no man
can justly aspire to honour, but at the hazard of
disgrace. .

'uut whatever he decided concerning contempo­
raries, whom he that knows the treachery of the
human heart,..and considers how often we gratify
our own pride or envy under the a.ppearance of
contending for elegance and propriety, will find
himself not much inclined to disturb; there can
surely be no exemptioUll pleaded to secure them
from criticism, who can no longer suffer by re­
proach, and of whom nothing now remains bllt
their writings and their namell. Upon these autllorl
the critick is undoubtedly at fulllib~rty to exercise
the strictut. severity, since he endangers only his
own fame, and, liinl iEneas when he drew his
.word in the infernal regions, enll,Punters phlLlltoms
which cannot be wounded. lIe may indeed pay
lome regard to established reputation; but he 'caD
by that show of reverence consult onl,. his own Be.

c:urity, .for all other motives are now at an end. .
The faults of a writer of acknowledged excel.

lence ar~more dangerous, because the inllJlence oC
bis example is more e\:tCo.sive; and the interest of
learning requires that they should be discovered and
.tigmatilt:ed, before they have the sanction of anti.
quity oonferred,upon them, lLlld become prcC4ldenta
of indisputaulc authority.

-It has, indeed, been advanced by Addison, as
one of the .characteristicks gf a true criticlr., that I

he points out beauties rather than faults. But it is
rather natural to a man of learning and genius to
apply himself chieHy to the study of writers who
have more beanties than faults to be displayed: fQr

'the duty of criticiiw ii neither to depr~ciate, Dor
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dignify by putid reprClleDtations, but to hold out·
the Iiglat of reaaoa, ·whate~er it may dilCoyer; a84
to proMulgate the determinatioBs of tr\1t4, .laatevU'

, the .b.1l dictate.

Noll... SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 0, 1751•

•
-BOIlUI ..~fidw
JIIIIs-per~.. .effUJ'lJIIt

&plindt 'lUI "ictor arma. l'l.~

P~tu81 m&gWate i, he
Who keeplitrictjllJticc ftlll in light;

Who bid, the el'Owd at awfQI distance gue,
And virtue's arllJ8 victoriously displays. FaANca.

THE resemblance of paetick numbers to thesnbject
whicb they men~on or.describe, may be cODsider.
ed as general or particwar; as consisting in the flow
and structure of a whole passagc taken together, or
IS comprised in the sound of some llmpbatical an~
descriptive words, or in the cadence alld harmon1
oC single vwes. .. .. .

The genenl relt'Jmblance of tae somui to the sense
uto be found in eyery language which adlllits of'
poetry, in every autlwr wBose force of fancy en.
Ibles him to impress imagee .trongly on his OWD"

mind, and whose choice aDd variety of language
~ 8l\Pply him with just reprcsentationll. To
loch a writer it is natural to change his measure
with lUI 1I0QjCot, e.-en without any effort of the WI­
4erstudiel, or iukir·fcntion of the jud.jID01lt. 'r.

'OLt v. II .

.~
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revolTe jollity and mirth necellsarily tilDes the voice
of a poet to gay and sprightly BOte5,as it fires his
-:eye with Tivacity;. and reflection ori gloomy situa.
tions and disastrous events, will sadden his numbers,
as it will cloud hi. countenance. B.t in such pas­
sages there is Qnly the similitude of pleasure to plea­
lurr, and of grief to grief, without"any immediate
application to pllrticular images. The same flow
of joyous versification will c~leb~te the jollity of
marriage, and the exultation of triumph: and the
same languor of melody will suit the complaints of
an absent lover, as of a conquered king.

It is scarcely to De deubted, that On many occa­
sio1\s we make the musick which we imagine our­
.el,"s to hear, that we modulate the poem by our
own disposition, and ascribe to the numbers the ef.
fects of the·lc·nse. We may observe in life, that it
is not easy to deliver a pleasing message in an un­
pleasing manner, and that we readily a.~ociate •
\J.eauty and deformity "ith those whom t'or any rea­
lOll we love or hate. Yet it would be too daring
to declare that all the cerebrated adaptation of har­
mony are chimerical, that Homer had no extraor­
dinary attention to the melody of his Yerse when h.
described a nuptial festivity; .

N&~41.' a'l. ~.1~~.... 3.:3 ~",u"''"'''''Ur.
, H.,l..... ~,.. .l.rll••01.11' a· .(, 0• • e-,,' ;

Here sacred pomp, and genial feast delight,
And solemn dance, and hymeneal rite;
Along the street tile new-wade bride' are 1e4.
With torches flat\ling, .til th\, nuptial bed;
The youthf,,1 dancer. in a circle bllund.. ..
'1'0 the 80ft lIute, and citlem', silver 8Ound. ; Po'J.

that Vida was merely fanciful, when be supposed_
Virgil eudeafOurwl to repn:.ent. br UnCQlIIIIlID
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lweetneu olnuaben tile -adYentitioUi beaut1 81
£OW:

Or,'llllllln'Ol9"'e lkD ,imil;': 714ntqUe ipu de_1D
Caariem _'D geaiCriz, lumeJlqu.ejuwnee
Purpt&t"eUlII, 4- ldDI _/if ".fII4Nt,"-~

The Trojan ehief appear'd iii open light.
AoglIIt in 'l'ioage. and serenely.bril;bt. '
Hit I1IOther godde... with her bllllds divine.
Hsd forlll'" b~ carling locks. Illld lIllIde hia teIJIples sbiDe ;
And giv'D his rolling eJ'ea a oparllling grace. '
And ~rea.th·d .,outhful vi~oMr lin his f&l:e. DBYDE,If.

or that Milton tUd not intend to eXllmplify tbe hare
many which he mentions;

FClIIntainol nnd ye that warble as ye ftow. .
Melodiou. murmW'8' waTbliDg tUlle his pra.to.

That Milton understood the force or-sounds well
~ju.ted, aDd knew the compass and variety of the
iacient measures, cannot be doubted; since he was
both a musician and a critick; but he'seems to have
COl!stdered thCle conformiqes of cadence, as eithet
not often attainable in our language, or as petty
excellencies' unworthy of his ambition :fOf it will
nQt be found that he has always !,slIigned the same
calt of numbers to the same Qbjects. He has giv~
~ twq passages .,ery minl1t~ des~rlptionll of ange­
hck bClLUty; b"t though the images are nearly the
5~Dle, the ~um~ers will be fo,~d upon compari80~
my 4itrerent:' ,

~1fI SlOW a .tripliug cherub be.p~
Not of thll prime. yet oueb as in hiS rllce
Youth _il'd eelestial, and to e ....rl limb
Suitable grlU:e diffV,f'd. '0 tIIeU 1lcJcip'd;
Und"r a eoronet his t10wiDg hair . •
III curls DR either cheelc play'd: '/Ilmg. he '/IlmJ
N~". ~o~r'4 P/!,1M, 4Pri!'l'~~wicfl ,~, .
'f"f ;1;' -
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~om" of the Ihles of thlt desetfp60lt are l'eJDark.
ably defectiTe in harmony, and therefore by DO.
means c:orre.poadent with that symmetrica.l elegancB
and easy grace whicll they are intended to exhibit.
The failure, however, is fllllycompensated by the
representation of Raphael, which eqllally delisbts
the ear and im-.gination:

It. seraph wing'd: six 'Wing, he wore, to shade
His lineament' divine; ,the pair that clad _ .
~acb shoulder broad. came mantling o'er Ill' breaat
With r('ill! "mament: ,tlw milldle pair
Girt like. slarry woe his waist, and round
Skirted hi, loins and thighs. "itb clllwUY gQld,
And colours dipp'd in hearn: the third his fee~

Shadow'd frolll eitber keel witb fealher'd lIIlIiI,
Sky-lillcl:11I'd grain! like Maia'llOll he stood,
~d shollk'his plumes. that heav'Dly fragrlUlce fiU'd
'l'be circuit wide._

The adumbration ofparticular and distinct imaget
by 'an exact lUld perceptible resemblance of sound,
is someQmes studletl, and Bometi,mcs cuual. Every
laniuage has many word~ formell in imitati,on of
th~ poi58ll .which they signify. Such are Stridor,
Balo,. 3Ild Bea.tus, ill Latin; _and in English tQ
Irowl, to DUZZ, to ~isB, and to j~r•. Words of this
kind give to & ver5e the proper similitude of ,Sound,
without much Ia.b9ur of tile writer, and such hap­
pines. is t~ereforo. to be attributed rather to for~nne

than skill; yet ther are sometimes combined witll
Ireat propriety, and undeniably contribute to en.
force the impression of the idt.'ll, We Ilear tho
passing arrow in this Une (if Virg;il;

Et fugit horreIIdt&m rtri_ rap" aap J

n'j~p~~~rro" ,,~elOD the wUIi. POZ05.
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I and the creeJUage{. heU"'6&ta, iA ~ d*li~tioQ
bylliJtoni,

--....-Openfty
With impetuoo. recoillUld j ..rnng lOund
Th' infenl&1 doorlj &Dd on their biages grate
Harth thud«.. .

But many beailties of this kind, wltichthe m.,.
dems, lmd perhaps the ancientst haTe obsened, seem
to be the product of ·blind .,,,erenee acting upon
fauQy. Dionysius himself tells USt that the Bound of
Homer's Terses sometimelllxbibits the idea of corpo­
'real lIuHt: il got this a discoTeiynearly approach.
ing tQ that of the blind man, who, after long in.
quiry into the nature of the scarlet colour, found
that it represented nothing so much as the clangour
'of a trumpet? .The representative power of poetick.
barmony consists of sound and measure; of'the force
of the syllables singly considered, and of the time
in whit;.h they are llronounccd. ;Seund CaD resem.
ble nothing but sound, and time can meaBure nO.
thing but motion and duration.
. The criticks, however, haTe struck out other
similitudes; noria there any iJ:regularity of numbers
wbich credulous admiration cannet diSCOTer to be
eminently beautiful. 1'hus the propriety of each or
these lines hu been celebrated by writers whose,
opinion the world has reason tQ regard: . .

ret1u.r we,," eldum, et ",it oceano_.~

Meantime the r.pid he....·ns rowl'd down the light•..
And OIl the .liaded DeeaD rUlh'd the wgbt. DRYDBII'.

, &qnitur, emnimii,,,e tremenl pl"DCUIIlbia h_i boI.­

Down drop. thr beaat, nor needs .. aeeoad wound;
~.prawlaill paull of death, md 'pllrUJ the ground. .

. •• ,. .'DaYlIlill'•.~
•
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MIlv'd o~; wi~ di1Ii~~tllU1d ll\bour he-

.PrJl1arisnt_lIIeI, -'CI!r~ .....

'lne mOlllltaillllBbour, IUId a JIIOUse ill bom.·
ROSCOXKO••

If all these obler••tion. 1.1'8 )86.t, there must be some
remarkable conformity between the tladdeQ. meces­
JioR ot' picht to day, tlae (aU ofan ox under a blow,
ad the birth of • IDQUle from a mountain; since
",e .re told of aU th8l8 images, that they ve vcry
.tJ'QIIgly lJqpreaeecl by tile &aWl Corw an4 termina.
_ of tlle vene.

We .y, however, without givwi way to en..
tJau&iu~, admit that sOl1le beauties oC this kind may
be prod4l~ A sudden stop at au u,QuuaI 8YHable
may imqe the eessation ot action, or the passe of
dlscourse; and Milton hal very happily imitated tho
repetitions of aa echo ;

-lfted, and cried 01\t death:
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sigb'd'
From allb~ 011'1'''', IIIMt bltCk relOuuded. d_.

The meu.ure of time in pt'OJIOancllll may be TII4

l'ieclso as ,ery8troDg'y to represent, not only the
lJl04es .c extemal mOOo., bat tJae quick or 1110'"
IUCC68Iioa of ideas, ud consequently the pUliions
.of tltemiQd, Thi» at least was too poweJ' of the
spondaick aDd dactllick u.rmODy, Illtt ollrJ"IlI'lage
can teaCh no eminent diversities of sound. W c can
indeed sometimes, by encumbering and .-etardiog tho
line, 'how the wmcu1tr of a progress made by
moog etror" and witll f~1IeDt ioterl'uptioDli, qr '
lI1ark a slow and heavy motion, Thus Milton has I

UuOlged the toil of Satan struggling through chaos i

I

J
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thus he hu descrihed the lel'iatJiaas or wbales ;

. Wa!lpwinl unwieldy. clIOrmool in their gait.

Bat he has ~. other times ruiglected such represent.
.,tions, as may be observed in the volubility an~ Ie.
lity of these lines, which express an action tardy
IIIld reluctant.

~-- Descent UJd tillI
To us il advene. Who but felt of late,
Whtlll the fierce foe hung on our broken rear
hsulling, and puno'd us tbrougllthe .deep,
With what ~ollfu.ion and laborioo.f1ight
We IUnk thulilow! Th' &:Ieent is easy then.

In another place, he describes the gentle glide of
ebbiBg waul'S in a line remarkably rough ~d halt-
mg; -

. ~Tripping ebb; that stole
With lOft (oot tow'rd. the deep wbo 1I0W had Itopp'd
His llluic:e••

It is Bitt, indeed, to be expected, that the sound
should always assist the meaning, but it ought nevQr
to counteract it; and. therefore Milton )las her.e
certainly com~itted a fault like that of the player,
who ~ok.etl 08 the earth when he implored the hea­
Yens, and to the heaven, when he addressed tile
earth. . .

Those who are determined to find in Milton an
assemblage of alJ the excellencies which hare en:oo
Bobled all other poets, will perhaps be offended
that'I do not celebrate his versification in higher
tel'll1ll; for there are readers who discover that.. in
this passage,

So strttc:h'd out hoge in leD&th the lUc:h DoDd 1&,..
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a 10tlK (Ol'lll is described in a 10nK I1ne; but til,
truth is, thatlength of body is ouly mentioned in a
,loU) line, to which it has only the resemblanc:e or I

time to space, of an hour to a maypole.
"The same turn of ingenuity might perform won.

"ers upon the description of the ark ~

Then from the mountains hewing timher taM,
BegllD 10 huild a vessel of huge bulk ;
MellSur'd bI cahil, length, and breadtb, and height.

In these"Unes the poet l&pparently designato fix the
attention upon bulk; but this is effected by the enu.
meration, not by the measure; for" "-at analogy ,
can there "be between modulations of sound, anc!

..corporeal dimensions?
Milton inde(,'tlseems only to nave regarded this

species of embellishment so far as not to reject it
when it came upsought; which would often happen
to a mind Sll vigorous, employed upon a subject so I

l'arious and extensive. He had, indeed, a greater
and a nobler work to perform"; a single sentiment
.of moral or rellgio\ls truth, a single image of life or
"nature, would bave been cheaply lostfor a thousand
echoes of the cadence to the sense; and he who bad
undertaken to vindicate the u:oy' of God to man,

"might bave been accused of neglecting bis cause, bad
"he lavished much of his attention upon sJ'llables ao~

IO\lIlltS.
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.-
1'1Ir~ De_ e.dttw. et i'!fr~
ll/$anunti, dlUll ,apientic

CollluJtw err.; lIU"C retrarlum
. Ve/a dm'e. ",!",e ikrare CUJ'I1'I

~ relict... 110••
A fugitive from heu'n anI! praY.r~

I lBock'd at all religioul fear.
De..,p acienc'd in the lDUy lore

Of mad r.hilosophy; but DOW
Hoilt sai • and back by voyage ploW'

1'0 tllat blest harbour. which I left before. r ....llcu.

TO THE JtJ.MBLQ.
I1R,

THERE are many diseases both ot the body an.
mind, wbicb it is far easier to prevent than to cure~

Iud tllerefof6 I "ope you will think me employed.
in an office not useless either to leaming or virtue,
if I deseribe the symptoms of an intellectual malady,'
,..hicb, thollgh at firit it seizes only the passiGos,
win, if not speedily -remedied, infect the reason,
Ind, from blasting tbe blossoms of k.nowledge, pro..
ceed In time to eacker the root.

I WIlS born in tbe bouse of discord. My parenq
were of unsuitable ages, contrary tempers, and dlf..
rerent religions, and therefore employed the spirit •
and acuteness whicb nature had very liberally be­
itolr'eCl lIpon both, in hourly disputes, and ince..
• t contrivaucClI to detect each other in the wroui;
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10 that from the first exertions of rl.'ason I was bred
a disputant, trained up in all tbe am of domestic\:
sophistry', initiated in a" thousand low stratagems,
nimble shifts, and sly concealments; v('rsed in all
tll~ turnll of :rItercation, anll acquainted with the
whole discipline of fending and proving.

It was necessarily my care to preserve the kind.
ness of both the controvertis~, and therefore I had
l1ery early formed tlie habit of suspending my judg­
ment, of hearing arguments with i!,lditrerence, in.
clining as ocr,asion required to either side, and of
boldinlt myself undetermined between them till I
knew for what opinion I might conveniently de­
dare.

Thus, Sir, I acqui~d 'Very early the skill of dis.
putation; and,. as we naturally IOTe the ~rts in
which we believe ourselves to excel, I did not let
iny abilities 'lie useless, nor suffer my 'dexterity to
be lost for want. of practice. I engaged in perpe.
tual wrangles with my school.fellows, and "as
never to be cOlITinced or repressed by· any other
arguments thall blows, by which my' antagonists
commonly determined the controversy, as I was,
like the Rdman. orator, mu~h UlQre emioetlt fot
eloquence thaJJ courage,

.At the univel'lity I fOUlld my pr.edominant 1\mbi,
tion completely gratified by the study of lqgiclt. I
impressed upon my memory a tboulllllld u,ioqJs, and
ten thousand distinctionl, practised e,.ery forw of
syllogism; passed aU my 4ays in the scbools of dis,
putation, and slept (lvery night with Smigle9ius.
on Illy pillow.·' .

• A Polish "rite~...hose ,. J.o"icku ..., "rlDl!rly held ia
peat e.t:iID~iIlU·iII-thil <:ouutfY. ILl "dIllS Qll t\lCl <:!IntiDeut-

. . . C.
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ron will -not doubt but such a genins ·was soon
raised to eminence by such application: I'was cele­
brated in my third year for the most artfll~ (lppo.
nent that the university could boast, and became
the terror and envy of all the canditlates for philo.
~ophical reputation•

•\iy renown,. indeed, was not purchased but at
the price of all my time and all my studies. I never
~poke but to contradict, nor declaimed but in de.
fence of a position universally acknowledged ta be
false, and tberefore worthy, in. my opinion, to be
adorned with all the colours of false representation,
and Itrengthenod with all the art of fallacious
subtilty. ' -

My fatber, who had no other wish tbanto see
his son riebeI'. than himself, easily concluded that I
should distinguish myself amoll~ the professors of
the law; and therefore, when I had taken my first
degree, dispatched me to the Temple wilh a pater.
nal admonition, that I ,should never suffer my-self to
feci shame, for nothing but modesty could retard
my Cortune.

Vitiated, ignorant, and heady as I was, I bad
not yet lost my reverence for virtue, and therefore
could Dot receive such dictates -witbout horror; but,
however, ;was pleased with his determination of-my
course of ~ife, became he placed me in the way that
Iwh soonest f"om the prt'scribed walks of discip­
line ami education~ to the open fields or liberty and
choice.

I I 1V~ DOW in the place where everyone catche.
the eontagion of vanity, ami soon began to distin.
guish myself by sophisms and paradoxes. I declar­
ed war against all received opinions and established
rules, and levelled my batteries particularly against
thQle llDivcrsal ~riucipleti which had sto~ un~bakell
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In aU the 'ficlasitudtls oi literature, and aN con~

,sidered as the iR'fiolaWe templea of tnstll, or tae
.impregnable bulwarks of science.

I applied. myself chieily to those paris of JearJling
wbich ban filled the world with doubt and per.
plexity, and could readily produce all tbe arguments
I'clatiag to matter ud. IJH)tion, timeud space, iden­
tity and i~nity.

. I wu equally able aDd equally willing to-main.
tain the system of Newton or Descartes, and fa­
.'foured occasionally the lIypothesis of Ptolemy, or
that of Copernicus. I 100000timel e1:alted vegetables
to .ense, and SQmetimes degraded animals to Die­
chanism.

Nor wu I less inclined to weaken tile cre.lit 01
-IJiltory, or perple;x: the~oc:triBe. of polity. 1 "'at
alwayl of the party which I heanl die oompaay
condemn. .

Among the zealots of liberty I could harangue
with great copiousness upon the ad4'antages oi ab­
.olute monarchy, the secrecy of its counleis, and
the expedition cf its measures; and oCteD celeltrated
the lJICSliagS produced by tile extinction of parut's,
and preclusion of debatel•

..\mong the assertors of regal autllority, I never
fa.i1oo to declaim with rcpublic:an warllltil upon the
original charter of universal liberty, the eOITuptien
ot' courts, and the Colly of 'folantary submiasjoll tg
*hose whom nature has levelled with ourselves.

I knew the defects of every scheme of ge,.n.
~nt, and l.he inconvt'nieociel oe e'fery law. I
sometimes showed how much tlae eondition of man.­
kind' would, be improved, by breaking the "'oriel
intGpetty IIOYereignties, aDd lOuaetime& displafed
thu feJicity and peace which uni..craal ~h1
wollld dia"1l1e oY'er the earth.
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To e.,ery ackllowledged fact I found innuinel'.
able objections; for it was my rule, to judge of
history only by abstracted probability, and there­
lore I made DO scruple of bidding defiance to testi.
1II0ny. I haye more than once questioned the exilt..
euce of Alexander the Great; ami ha.ving demon.
strated the foUy of erecting edifices like the pyra­
mids of Egypt, I frequently hinted. my suspicion
that the world had been long deceived, and that
they were to be foand only. in the narratives of
traYellers.

It had been happy for me could I bave confined
my scepticism to hidorical controversies, and phi­
losophical disquisitions; but having now violated
my reason, and accustomed myself to inquire nof
after proofs, but objections, I had perplexed truta
with falseho'ld, till my ideas "were confused, my
judgment emba.rrassed, aoo my intellects distorted.
The habit of considering every propositwn all alike
uncertain, left me no test by which any tenet could
be tried; eYery opinion presented both sides with
equal evidence, and my fallacies began" to operate
Uplll1 my own mind in more important inqui.ries.
It was at last the sport of my vanity to wea.keo" the
obligations of moral duty, and etface UJe distinction.
of good and evil, till I bad deadened the sense of
couviction, and abandoned my heart to the fiuctua..
tiODs of uncertainty, without anchQr and with:JUt
compass, without satisfaction of curiolJity, or pelL<*
of conscience, witlwllt principles of r~oD, or mo­
tives of action.

Such is the hazard. of repressing the first percep.
tions of truth, of spreading for dIversion the SDUe.I

of IIOphistry, and. engagiDg reason againlt itl 01l"1l
detarmillations.

'l'be dilproportioBl of lWur4ity Ira'" leu an4
TO.L. T. •



~~S8 visible, u we are reconciled by degrees to the
defol1llity of a mistress; and falsehood, by long use,
is assimilated to the mind, as poison to the body.

I had soon the mortification of seeing my con.
versation courted only by the ignorant ot wicked,
by either boys who were enchanted by novelty, or
wretches, who having long disobeyed Tirtue and
teason, were now,!esirous of my assistance to de.
tbrone them. .

Thus alarmed, I shuddered at my own corrup­
tion, and that pride by which I had been sedw:ed,
contributed to reclaim me. I was weary of con.
tinual irresolution, and a perpetual equipoise of the

• :mind; and ashamed of being the favourite of those
who were scorned and shunned by the rest of man­
kind.

I therefore retired frottl aU temptation to dispute,
}lrescribed a new regimeh to my understanding, and
resolved, instead Of rejecting all established opini·
'Om which I eould· not prove, to tolerate though
not adopt all which I eould not confute. I forbore
to heat my imagination with needles. contro-.ersies,
to discuss questions confessedly uncertain, and re­
frained steadily from gratifying my vanity by the
'support of til1sebood. "

By this method lam at length recoTered from my
argumcn"ta.[ delirium, and lind myself in the .tate oC
one awakened from tbe confnsion and ttlmult oC a
feverish dream. I J't.>joice in the new possession or
evIdence and reaJityI andrtep on from truth to truth
with Confidence and quiet.

, I i\D" Stlt, &c.
PUTllfjoL
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•
Qaod ri P1atvnis _ perH1llJl verum,
Quod qIl. dUcit, iImnemoT recordatur. ~:II1:I.~

Truth in Platonick ornaments bedeck'd
lnfon:'d we loye. unheeding recuJlect.

iT is reported of the Persians, by an ancient wri.,
ter, that the sum oftheireducatioD consisted in teach. ~

iog 1011t1l to ride, to shoot ~ith the bow, and tQ
speak truth.

The bow and the horse were easily mastered, but
R would have been hppy jf we had been informed
by what arts -..eracity was cultivated, alld by wha,
preaervatives a Persian mind was secured again.'
the temptatiOlls to falsehood. .

There are, indeed, in tbe. present corruption of
mankind, many inclt8lJlents to forsake truth; th.
need of palliating our own faults, and the cODveni•.
ence of imposing on the ignorance or credulity of
others, 10 frequently occur; '0 many immediat4t
evil. are to be avoided, and so many present grati.
fications obtained, by craft and delusion, that verJ
few of thQse who are much entlwgled in life, hav,
Ipirit and constancy sufficient tQ support them i~

the stea4y prq.ctice of open veracity.· .
In order that all men may betRnght to speak

trutb, it is necessary that all likewise should learn
to hear it; for no species of falsehood is more- fre­
quent tban flattery, to which the coward is betrl!-Y­
4ld liT feAr, the c1ependant by interest, lllDd 'l1II

Q2
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,friend by tendernrss. Those who are neither servile
Dor timorous, are yet desirous to bestow pleasure;
and while unjust demands of praise continue to be
lDltde, there will'always be some whom hope, fear,
or kindness, will dispose to pay them.

The guilt of falsehood is Tery widdy extended,
and lllany whom their conscience can scarcely charge
with stooping to a lie, have vitiated the morals of
others by their vanity, and patronized the vice which
they believe themselves to abhor.

Truth is, indeed, not ofte!) welcome for its own
ea'k.e; it is generally unpleasing because contrary to
our wishes and opposite to our pradice; and as
our attention naturally follows our interest, we
hear unwillingly what we are afraid to know, and
800n forget what we haTe no inclination to impress
upon our memories.

For this reason many aJ;ts of instruction have
been inventrd, by which the reluctance against
truth may be oTercome; and as physick is given to
children in confections, precepts have been hidden
under a thousand appearances, that mankind may
be bribed by pleasure to escape destruction.

While the world was yet in 1ts infancy, T~UTII
came among JPortals from above, and ,FALSEHOOD

frQm below.- TRUTH was the daughter of JUPITER
and WISDOM; F AI.sEJIOOn was the progeny of
FOLLY impregnated by the wind. They. advanced
with equal confidence to seize the' dominion of the
new creation; and, as their enmity and their force
were well known to the celestials, all the eyes of
heaven were turned upon the contest.

TRUTH seemed conscious of superior poweT and
juster claim, amI therefore came on towering and
~ajestick, unassisted and alone; REASON indeed
tlways attended her, but appeared her follower, ra-
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tiler thin companion. Her march was .Iow anll
Jlately, but her motiQuwas perpetually progressive,
and when once she had' grounded her foot, neithel
gods nor men could force hel," to retire.

FALSEHOOD alwl'Ys endeavou red to copy the mien
and attitudes of TB,uTu, and was very successful in
the arts of mimickry. She was surrounded, - a,ui­
mated, and su.,pported, by innumerable legions of
~ppetite!l and ttassions, hut, Hke other feebleJ,:om­
manders, was obliged often to receive law fr,oIl).
her allies. Her motions were sudden, irregular,
and violent; for she had no stead,iness nor con­
Itaney. She often gained eOllquests by hasty in­
cursions, which she never hoped to keep by her
own strength, but maintained by the help of the
passions, whom 'ahe generally fQul\d re.so\utc and
faithful.

It sometimes happened that the a.ntaIJonists met
in full opposition. In these encounters, F ALSE­

llOOD always invested her head with clouds, and
commanded FRAUD to place ambushes a,bout h,er.
In her left hand she bore the shield of IMPuD~NcE,
and the quiver of SOPUISTRY rattled on her
shoulder. All the passions attended at her call;
VUITY clapped her wings before; and OBSTINACY

lupported her behind. Thus guarded and a.s~isted,

Ihe sometimes advanced against TRUTH, and sO~lle­

tiDies waited the attack; but always ende,avoured
to skinnillh at a distanpe, perpetually shifted her
grOUlld, and let fir her arrows in different direc­
tions; for she certainly found that hcr strcngth
failed, wheQe:I'er the eye of Tl\UTli darted, (ul! upQn
her. _

TRUTH had the awful a,spect though not thu
thander of her father, ~nd when the long cOJ;ltinu.,
f.U\le g{ the CQIlte»t brought thew. n~r to OUll all­

g~

-,
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ether, F AUEROOD let the arms of Sop.msTRY faU
from her grasp, and holding up the shield of .IM­
PUDENCE with both her hands, sheltered herself
~ongst the passions.

'fRUTH, thouJth she was often wounded, always
"covered in a short time; but it was common for
the slightest hurt, received by F ALSEHOO», to
spread its malignity to the neighbouring parts, and
to burst open again when it seemed to have been
cured.

FALSEHOOD, in a short time, found by experience
tha.t her superiority consisted only in the celerity of
her course, and the changes of her posture. She
therefore ordered SUSPICION to bea.t the ground be­
fore her, and avoided with great care to cross the
way of 1'IlUTlI, who, as she never varied her point,
but moved constantly upon the same line, was easi­
ly escaped by the oblique and desultory movements,
the quick retreats, and active doubles which .£i'ALSE­
IIOOD always practised, when the enemy began to
raise terrour by her approach.

By this procedure F ALSEHoon every bour en­
croached upon the world,and extffided her empire
through all climes and regions. 'Vherever she car­
lied her victoriell shc left the P ASSI O!'fS in Cu1\ au­
tbo'rity behind her; who were so well pleased with
command, that they held out with grfjat obstinacy
when TauTlI came to seize their posts, and never
failed to retard her progress, though they could not
always stop it: They yielded at last with great rtl­

luctau~, frequent rallies, and sullen submission;
and always inclined to reyolt when TRUTH cClUed to
awe them by her. immediate presenee.

. 'fRUTH, who, when Ilhe first descended froIB the
heavenly palaces, expected to have been received by
universal acclama.tion,. cherished with kinducu,
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beard with obedience, and invited to spread her ill­
Huence from province to province, now' found, that
wherever she came, she must force her palsage.
Every intellect was precluded by PREJUDICB, ancl
every heart pre-occupied by palision. She indeed
advanced, bot she advanced slowly; and often 100t
the conquests which she !t·ft behind her, by sodden
insurrectioos of the appetites, that shook oft" their
'allegiance, and ranged themselves again under tile
banner of her enem y.

TUUTH, howevt.~, did not grow weaker by the
~truggle, (or her vigour was nnconquerable; yet
she was provoked to see herself thus baflled and im.
peded by an enemy, whom she looked on with can.
tempt, and who had no advantage but such as she
owed to .inconstancy, weakness, and artifice. She
therefore,·irI. the anger of disappointment, called
upon her fatber JUPITER to re.establish her in the
Ikics, and leave mankind to the disorder and misery
which they deserved, by snbmitting willingly to the
u~urpation oC F ALSEROOD.

JUPITER compassionated the world too much t.
(1'!Mtt her request, yet was willing to ease her Ia­
·bours and mitigate her vexation. He commanded
her to consnlt the muses-by what methods she might
obtain an easier reception, and reign without the

-toil of incessant war. It was then discover.ed, that
she obstructed her own progress by the severity of
her atlpect, and the solemnity of her dictates; and
that men would never willingly admit her, till they
ceased to fear ber, since, by giving themselves up
to }<'.U8EHOOD, they st'ldom made any SRCrifice of
their ease or plea.sore, because she took the shape
that was most engaging, and always eutfercd herself
to be dressed and painted by DESlaE. '1'h4\ mwel
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vove, ia the 100m of Pallas, a loose and change­
able robe, like that- in 'ih.\ch .FALSEHoOD captivated
her adBtirers; with. this they ~nTested TRUTH, and
lIUled bel,' FICTfoN. She 'nQw went out again to
(:onquer with more success; fo{ wllen she demand.
edentrance of the PAiSIONS, the,. often mistook
eer for FALSEHOO,D, and delivered ,-p their charge:;
but when she had once taken pouelis.ion, she was
.soon disrobed by, REASON, and sho~e out, in har
original form, with na,tive\elfulgence and, fe.el,aUen
tIignity.

1"0 97. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1751•

•
P<UUnda oulp", secula nuptial
Primum inql.l.inavere. '!" genus, -.t do71U1l.

Hoc fontc derivuta olades.
In pat-ri,m populumquejlluit. Ito..

Fruitf.l of crim,es, this are first stain'd
Their hapless offspring, ..nd profan'd
The nuptial bed; from whence the woes,
Which various and unnul'Ilher'd· rose
From thiB polluted fo.un~ain· head,
O'er'RoIij.e llI1d o'er the MtiollS Ilpre~cl. FRANCIS.

THE reader is indebted for this day's entertainment
-to an author from whom the age has received greater
·fa,vours, who has enlarg~d the lr,v.owledge of human
l1ature, and taught the Pll.5SiOlli to UlQl~ fit tJl~ ~om..
~d Qf Vi.\'tul;.
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.TO THE aAJlBLEllo

• I

153

SIll,

WH1:5 the SPECTATOll 'Was first published in single
papen, it gave me so much pleasure, that it is one
of the favourite amusements of my age to recollect
it j and when I reflect on the foibles of those times,
as described in that useful work, and compare them
with the vices now reigning among us, I cannot
hut wish that you 'Would oftener take cognizance of
the manners of the better half of the human species,
that if your precepts and ob&enations be carried
down to posterity, the SPECTATORS may show to
the rising generation what were the fashionable fol_
lies of their grandmothers, the RAMBLER of their
mothers, and that from both they may draw in­
struction and warning.

When I read those SPECTATORS which toolf. no­
tice of the misbehaviour of young women at church,
by which they 'ninly hope to attract admirers, I
llsed to pronounce surh forward young women
SEEKERS, in order to distinguish them by a mark
of infamy from those who had paticnce and dc­
cency to stay till they were sought.

But I have lived to see such a change in the man.
ners of women, that I would now be willing to
compound with them for that name, although I
then thought it disgraceful enough, if they would
deserve nO worse j since now they are too generally
given up to negligence of domestick business, to
idle a.musements, and to .wicked rackets, without
any settled view a.t all but of squandering time. ,

In the time of the SPECTATOR, excepting some­
times in appearance in the ring, sometimes at a good
and ~hosen play, sometimes on a visit at the hOllf
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of & graTe relation, the young ladies .contented
themselves to be found employed ill domestick du­
ties; for then route~, drums, balls, assemblies, ad
luch like markets for women, were Dot known.

Modesty and diffidence, geutleness and meek.n~, I

were ~ooked upon all the appropriate virtues an<\ :
characteristick graces of the sex. And if a forward I

spirit pushed itself into nutice, it was exposed in
print as it deserve<l.

The churches were almost tke only places where
lingle women wertl to be seen by strang",rs. Men
went thither expecting to see them, and perh.-ps tOQ
much for that only purpOs.e.

But !lOme good often resulted, however improper
might be their motives. Both sexes were in tile
way of their duty. The man must be abandoned,
inde~, who loves not goodness in another; Dor
were the young "fellows of that age so wholly lost
to a sense of tight, as pride and conceit bave si1lC6
marle them affect to be. When therefore they saw
a fair-one whose decent behaviour and cheerful
piety showed her eartiest in her fi~t,duties, they
had the less douht, judging politically only, that sho
"\'I·Quld have a conscientious regard to her second.

With what ardour have I seen watched for, the
tising of a kneeling beauty; and wba.t additional
charms has devotiQu iive.u to her recommunicaWl
features!

The men were often the ~etter for what they
heard. Even a Saul was Qllce found prophesying
..mong the prophets whom he had set Ol1t to de.
,troy. To a man thus put into. good humolll' by •
pleasing object, religion itself looked more amia­
ble. The MEN SEEKERS of the SPECTATOJ\'. time
loved thj:l holy place for the object's sake, anI!
JQTed theol>jel:t fl,lf kef '1l1ta1lhl beb.&l~OUf ~ it.
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Reverebce mingled with their lOTe, 'and they

, thought that a young lady of such good principles
, must be addressed only by the man who at least

made a show of good principles, whether his heart '
Was yet quite right or not.

Nor did the young lady's behaviour, at any tim.
or the' service, lessen this reverence. Her eyes
were her own, her ear~ the preacher's. Women
Ire always most obsened when they leem them.
lelves least to observe, or to layout for observa:'
tion. The eye ,of a respectful lover lOTI'S rather to
recei,e confidence from the withdrawn eye of th,
fair-one, than to find itself obliged to retreat.

When a young gentleman's affection was thus
laudably engaged, he pursued its natural dictates.
keeping then was a rare, at l,ast a secret and scan.
dalous vice, and a wife was the summit of his
wishes. Rejection was now dreaded, and pre-en~

gagement apprehended. A woman whom he lOYI'd,
he was ready to think must be admired by all the

. 1rorld. Hil fears, his uncertainties, increased hii
love.

Every inquiry he ma4e into the lady's domcsticl.
excellence, which, when a wife is to be chosen,
1riU surely not be neglected, confirmed him in his
choice. He opeos his heart to a commtm friend,
and honestly discoTers the state of his fortuoe. lIis
friend applies tb those of the young lady, whose
parents, il' they approve his proposals, disclose them.
to their daughter.

She perhaps is not an absolute stranger to'the pas:.
lion of the young gentlenran. His eyes, his assi.
duitles, his constant attendance at a. church, whi.
tber, t111 of late, be used seldom to come, and a
thollIand Ut11e'obllernuaca that he paid her, lid



158 THE RAIIB!o:Ell. N° 97•

...cry -probably first forced her to regard, lLnd then
inclined her to favour him.

That a young lady should be in love, and the
love of the young gentlcman undeclared, is an he.
terodoxy which prudence, and even policy, must
not allow. But, thus applied to, she is all resigna.­
tion to her parents. Charming resignation, which
inclination opposes not.

Her rt~lations applaud her for her duty; friends
meet; points are adj\1.sted,; delightful perturbations,
and hopes, and a few lover's fears, fill up the tedi.
ous space till an interview is granted; for the young
lady had not madc herself cheap at publick places.

The time of interview arrives. She is IDOllestly
reserved; he is not confident. lIe declares his pas.
sion; the consciousness of llCr own worth, and Iii!
application to hl'l' parents, take from her any doubt
of his sincerity; and she owns herself obliged to,
him for his good opinion. The inquiries of her
friends into his character, have taught her that his
good opinion deserves to be valued.

She tacitly allows of his future visits; be renews
them; the regard of each for the other is contirmed;'
and when he presses for the favour of her hand, he
receives a declaration of an entire acquiescence with
her dllty, and a modest acknowledgment of esteem
'for him.

He applies to her parents therefore for a. nm
day; and thinki himself under 'obligation to them
for the cheerful and affectionate manner with which
they receive his agreeable application. '

'With this prospect of future happiness, the mar·
·riageis celebrated.' Gratulations pour in from
every quarter. Parents and relations on both sides,
In"ought acquaUited. wthe course of the couruhiF,
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em receiYe the happy couple with countenances
I illumined, and joyful hearts.

The brothers, the sisters, the friends of one fa­
mily, are the brothers, the sisters, the friends of
the other. Their two families, thus made one, are
the world to the young couple.

Their home is the place of their principal delight,
nor do tbey ever occasionally quit it but they find
the pleasure of returning to it augmented in pro­
portion to the time of their absence from it.

Dh, Mr. R.H11JJ,ER! forgive the talkativeness of
an old man! WIlen I courted and married my Lre.
litia, then a blooming beauty, every thing passed
just so! But how is the case now? The ladies,
maidens, wives, and widows, are engrossed by
places of open resort and general eutertainm(,llt,
which fill every quarter of the metropolis, and be_
ing coustantly frequented, make home irksome.
Breakfasting-places, dining-places, routes, drums,
concerts, ball., plays, operas, masqUf'radt's for the
evening, and even for all night; and, lately, pulJJick
.ales of tbe goods of broken housekeepers, whicb
the r:~neral dissoluteness of manners has eontributt~d .
to make very frequent, come in as auother season.
allI\, relief to these modern time.killers.

In the summer there are in every country.town
assemblies; Tunbridge, Bath, Cheltenham, Scar­
borough! What expense of dress and equipage is
required to qualify the frequenters for such emuloull
appearance!

By the natural infection of example, the lowest
people have places of six-penny resort, and gaming­
tables for pence. Thus servants are now induced
to fraud and dishonesty, to support extravagance,
and supply their 10slles.

lo". V. l'
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All' to the ladies who frequent those, publici
places, they are not ashamed to S'lOW their faccs
wherevcr men dare go, nor blush to try who slull
.tare most impndently, or who shall laugh loudt:St
on the publick walks.

The men who would make good husbands, if
they visit those places, are frighted at wedlock, and
resolve to live single, eJ.cept th.ey are bought at a
very high price. 'l'bey can be spectators of all ,toat
passes, and, if they please, more than spectators,
at the expense of others. The companion of an
evening, and the companion' fOl' life, require vl:rl
different qualifications.

Two thousand pounds in the last age, with a do­
tnestic"- wife, would go farther than ten thousand
.n this. Yet settlements are expected, that often,
to a mercantile man especially, sink a fortune into
usclessness; and pin-muncy is stipulated for, which
makes a wifc independeut, and de5troys love, by
putting it ont of a man's power to lay any obliga­
tion upon her, that might engagc gratitude, and
kindle affection. When to all this the card-tablCJ
are added, how can a prudent man think of marry-
in ' .g.

And when the worthy men know not where t,
find wives, must not the sex be left to the foptings,
the coxcombs, the libertines of the age, whom they
hclp to make such? . And need even these wretches
!narry to enjoy the' conversation of those who reno
4er their company so cheap?

And' what, after all, is the benefit which the gay
I!oqnette obtains by her flutters? As she is ap­
proachable by every man without requiring, I \fIll

pot say incense or adoration, but even common
,omplaisanec, every fop treab her as upon the levd, I
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looks upon her ligbt airs as invitations, and is on
the watch to take the adTantage: she has companioJlI
indeed, but no lovers; for 10Te is respectful, and
timorous; and where among all her followers will
• /i,d.• husballd 1 .

Set, dear Sir, before the youthful, the gay, the
iaeo.siderate, the ~l't 8! "Well as the danger
to which they are exposed. At one time or other,
W<n!lerl, not attedy thougMJess, will be convinced
of the' justice of your censure, and the charity of
YOlIr imbudion.

But shol\ld your expo"lltulattons and rep,oof! have
no effect upon those who are far gane in fashionable
folly, they may be retailed from. their mouths to
th('ir nil'CCs, (marriage will not often haTe entitled
these to daughters,) when they, the meteQTII of Ii

day, find themsehes ellJowed otf the stage of vaDity
by ether fiuttercrs; fop the most admired wooneu
cannot have many l'nnJ)rillge, DllUI)' Bath seasons
to blaze in; sinee even fine faee!, often seen, are
less regarded ·tban new faces, the· proper punish­
ment of showy gi.\'1i for reD.deriDi- themselves SCI
impolitic"ly chellp.

I am, S'IR,
Yoar since.. admirer, &e••

•
• This paper was written by Richardson. the author of

.. Clarissa," .. Pamela," &e. and. although mean and haelmie~

in style and sentiment, was the only paper which had a great
sale du~ing the pnltlioalioll ohhe Hambler, iu itaoriiinalliJIm.

, C.

,



too ",BE 1lAllIlIL1!:1l.

,N° 98. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY '13, 1751.

E

Que file Sarmentu! iRifl4/U
Clrsaris ad 77U:IU/II, nee lIilil Glibba 'ulisut. Sur.
Which Dot S/ll"IIIeIItuI brook'd at CtrIIIf". boent.
N41r Srow'liD, GabbGfrom hi» haughty Lord.

E,,'HllfSTVK,

'1'0 THE .lUTJlO1l 01' THE ll.lIlBLERe

IIR. 1lAMBLEB,

,YOt1 have often endeavoured to impress upon-your
readers an observation of more truth than DOvelty,
that liCe passes, for, the most part, in petty trans­
actions; that our hours glide away in trUling amuse­
ments and slight gratifications; and that there yery
seldom emerges any occasion that can call fortla
great virtue or great abilities.
. It very commonly happens that speculation hal
no influence on conduct. Just conclusions, and
('ogent arguments, formed by laborious study, and
d,ligent inquiry, are often reposited in the treasuries
of memory, as gold in the miser's chest, useleu
alike to others and himself, As some are not richer
for the extent of their possessions, others are Dot
wiser for the multitude of their ideas.

You have truly delcribed the state of human tie­
ings, but it may be doubted whether you have ac­
cummodate! your preeepts to your dt',scription;
whether yOIl have Ilo( &eller.Uy con~id.el'eli your
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Tearle" as influenced lJy the tragick pa~sions, u.
IlIs£ept}bk! of pain or ,pleasure oRly frolll powerful
agents, and from grcat events. .

To an autllorwho writes nof for the improve­
.eDt of a single art,. or tlie establishment of a eon.
trOTerted doctrine, but eqnally intends the allvan_
f~e alld equatly 'courts tile ~rnsal of all the claSllea
of mankind, notbiAg can justly seem unwortlay of
n>gard, by which the pieasllre of conversation may
be increased, and the daily satisfactions of familial'·
fife secured frOID interruption and disgust.

For this reason yon wo~ld Bot have injured youI'
tt'putation, if you had sometimes descended to. the
minuter duties of social beings, and enforced the
.obsenance of those little ci'Vilities and ceremonioUli
delicacies, -w hich, inconsiderable as they may ap­
pear to the man of science, and difficult as they may
proTe to De detailed -with dignity; yet contribute to
1he l'egulatiOll flf tbe w.orld, by facilitatiRi the in­
'tercourse between one man and another, and of
1vhicJatbe French ha...e sufticieutly teatified their
esteem; by terming the knowledge and practice of
them S'fIR'oir fJivre, the art of lIving.

Politeness is one of those advaRtagee which we
lIenr elltimate rightly but by the inconvenience of
its .Joss. Its influence uJlon the manners is constant
and uniform, so that, like an equal motion, it
.eseape' pel'ception. The· circumstances of every
action art! 10 adjuted to each other, that we do not
aee where any error could have been committed,
aDd rather acquiesce in ita propriety than admire ita
exactness. .

But as sickness shows U8 the'value of ease, a little
familiarity with those who were never taught to en­
,l('avonr the litrlltitication of others, but regulate­
:Ill'ir bcha"iour nlcrcly by their own will, will,a

p3
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"ninbe the necessity of established modes and for.
malities to the happiness ami quiet of common
life.

Wisdom and virtue are by no means sufficient,
without the supplemental laws of good-breeding, to
eecure frel~om from degenerating to rudeness, or
llelf.esteem from swelling into insolence; a thousand
incivilities may be committed, and a thousandoftices
neglected, without any remorse of conscience, or
reproach frolll reasOn.
• The true'effect of genuine politeness seems to be
rather ease than pleasure. The power of delight.
ing must be conferred by Dature, and cannot be
delil"ered by precept, or obtained by ~mita.tion; but
though it be the privilege of a very small number to
ravish and to charm, every man may hope by rules
and caution not to give paiu, and may, therefore,
by the help, of good-breelling, enjoy the kindness
of mankind, tllongh he should have no claim to
higher distinction••

The universal axiom in which all complaisance if
.inchlded, and from which tlow all the formalities
. which customhu established in civilized nations, is,
Tlwt flO man shall give an!! preference to himself.
A rule s~ comprehensive and certain, tliat, per.
hapa, it is not easy·for the mind to image an in·
civility, without supposing it to be broken.

There are, indeed, in e...ery place some particu.
lar modes of the ceremonial part of good-breeding,
which, being arbitrary and accidental, can be learn·
edonly by habitude and eon...ersation; such are the
forms ef salutation, the different gradaticms of reo ,
-rerf'Dce, and all the adjustments of place and pre.
cedence. These, however, may be often 'fiolated
without offence, if it be sufficiently evident, that
aeitbel' 1Il:a1ic:e JlIN" pride contributed to the failure;
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INt will DOt atone, bowenr rigidly observed, f.
tile tumuur of insolence, or petulance of can.
tempt.

I haTe, indeed, Dot fonnd among any part of
Wlankind, les& real and rational complaisance, thaa
among those who have pused their time in paying
and receiving visits, in frequenting public enter.
_menta, in studying the exact measures of cere­
1II000y, and in watcllins all the variatioRs of fashioD­
able 1:01lrteay.

They know, indeed, at what hour they may beat
file door of an acquaintance, how many steps they
BlUllt attelld him towards tile gate, and what intenal
should pass before his visit is returned; but seldom
exteBd their care beyond the exterier and unes­
sential parts of civility, nor ref-use their own vanity
any gratification, however expensive te the quiet of
uotber.

Trfpberul is a mall remarkable for splendour
and e~pense; a man, that having been originally
plaoed by his fortune and rank in the first class of
tile community, haa acquired tbat air ofdignity, awl.
tJlat .eadiaess in theoxc:haogeof compliments, which
courts, balls, and levees, easily confer.

Bnt Trypberus,· without allY settled purposes of
malignity, partly by his ignorance of human nature,
and partly by the habit of contemplating with gr~t

n.tilfaetiOD hill own Itrandeur and riches, is hourly
giving disgust to those whom chance or expectatiQll
labject to hi. "flUIity.

'1'0 a man whose fortnne confines him to a small
hOUle, he declaims upon the pleasure of spacious
apartments, aDd the convenience of changiug bis
lodging.room in different parts of the year; tells
him, that he hates c:onfiDemcnt; and con<;!ud_,
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tllat if his cllamber was less, be .bould, neTer wake
witll(JUt thinking flf & prison.

To Encretas, a man of birth equal to him6elf,_t of much less estate, 'he showed Ids set'.... ices of
plate, and remarked tbat such things were,. iIJdeed,
nothing better thao costly trilles, but tha.t no mall
l1Iust JH'eien.d to the rank of & gentleman without
them; and that for his part,. if his estate was
emaller, he should not think of enjoying but in.
creasing it,and would inquire out a trade for hy
eldest son. '.

He has, in imitation of some more acltte observei'
than himself, collected a .e;reat many shifts and ar­
tifices by which po.-erty itr oeHcealed; and amon,;
the ladies of small fortune, never fails to talk of
frippery and sliglat silk_, u.nd the comemence of a
'general mournin~. .

I have been insulted a thousalld times with a ea­
'talogueof his pictures, his jewels, and hi; rarities,
wllich, though he knows the bumble neatness of
·my habitation, he seldom fails to conclude by a
declaration, £hat 'Wherever he leeS a bouse meanly

". furnished, he de!rpises the owner's taste" or pities
his poverty.

ThiS, Mr. Rambler, is the practice of Trypbea'.5, ~y wbich he is beeome the terrour of all who
are less wealthy than himself, and h. raised inno­
..crable enemies without rivalry, IUld without male.
"orence.

Yet though all are not equa.lIy culpable with
'Trypherus, it is scarcely possible''to find 1»1" maR
'who does not frequently, lik.e him, indulge h.. O'WII

pride by forcing others ioto a comparison with him...
lelf when he knows the 'advantage is on bis sidt',
"itlt~utcomid('ring that uoneeesl&riJy to ob6tull.
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unpleasing ideaH, is a !pedes of oppretlsion; and
that it is little more criminal to deptiv6 another of
lome real adTantal!0, than to interrupt that forget­
fulness of its absellc~ which is the next happiness to
actua! possession.

I am, &c.
EUTROPIUI.

No SlSI. TU~DAY, FEBRUARY ~6, 1751•

•
&:ilicet iftpRiil ali,... m ctnICtIf'diaj••ctiI,

E, .erva' rtudii jiEdera fUuflU .ui, , ,
llw,icm agricowm. milt. faa bel/a geren'em,' _'.

RectoTem dvbUe navi'lJ puppia IJma'. ,.. ' O,YI••

Congenial pa.wna HuIs together bind.
And e...·ry calling mingle. with it. kind;
SoIdM!r unites with soldier, swain with swain,
The mariner witb him tbatrO'fCll the main. F. Llwr..

I T has been ordained by. Pr01'idellCe, for the con­
lenation of order in the immense variety of nature,
and for tbe regular propagation of the several cIa&HlI
oC life with which the elements' are peopled, that
every creature sJaould be drawn by some secret at­
traction to those of his own kind; and that not
only the gentle and domestick animals which natu­
rally unite ·into companies, or cohabit by pairs,
Ibould coutinue faithful to their species; but even
those ravenoUJ and ferocious savages which Arilito­
tie oble"e& never to be gregarious, should range
mountains and deserts in search of olle another, ra­
ther than pollute the world with a mDnstrons birtb.
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. . As the perpetuity aDd .distiIWtion or the lower
tribes of the creation require that they should be
.determined to proper mates by some uniform mo.
tho of choice, 01" some cogent principle of instinct;
it is necessary likewise, that man, whQSe wider ca.
pacity dema~smore gratifications, and who feels in
himMU' i800merable wants, which a life of solitude
«:annot supply, and innumerable. powers to which
it cannot give employment, should be led to suit.
able companions by particular inlluence·; and,
among many beings of the same nature with him.
self, he may select. some f~r mnmacy and tender­
ness, and improve till; condition of his existence,
by superadding friewW:;P· sa· humanity, and the
laTe of individuals to that of the species. _

Other animals are so formed, tbat they seem to
~ontribute Tery little to the happiness of eaclJ other,
ap..d know neither joy, nor gri~f, nor love, nor
hatred, but as. they are urged by some desire imme.
diately subse"iellt either to the support of their
own lives, or to the continuation of their race; they
~o.re seldom appear to regiLrd any of the minu­
ter discriminations which distinguish creatures of
the same kiad f.olll one another.

But if man were to feel no incentives to kindness,
more titan his gen.al tendency to congenial nature,
Babylon and Loudon, with all their Dlul titudes,

-would have to him the desolation of a wilderness;
his aflectiou8, not compressed into a narrovrer com·
pus, would vanish like elemental fire, in boundless
evaporation; he would languish in perpetuaJ. inscn.
Aibility; and thongh he might, perhaps, in tlte lint
vigour of yoath, amale Jiimself with the fresll en­
joyments of life, yet,· when C'IlriOllity should ceaIIll,
and alacrity subRide, he would abandon himself to
ille lluctuatioDS of chance, witkout apectini hlllp
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against ally calamity, 01' feeling any wiSh for tlll'
happiness of others. J

To love all meids anI' duty, so far as it include.
I general lJabit of benevolence, and readiness of oc...
casional kindness; but to laTe all equally is impos­
sible; at least impossible without the extinetion of
those passions which now· produce an our pains and
all our pleasures; without tlJe disuse, if not the
abolition, of some of elir faculties, and the sap­
pression of all our hopes and fean in apathy anel
indifference.

The necessities of 0111' tondition require a thous.
and offices of tenderness, wllich mere regard fot
the species will never dictate. Every man has fre~

quent grievances which only the solicitude offriend.
ihip will discover and remedy, and wlJich wouldre.·
main for ever unheeded in the mighty "cap of human
calamity, were it only 5t1rveyed by the eye of gene..
ral benevolence equally attentive to every misery.

The great community of mankind is, therefore,
necessarily broken into smaller indepudent socie~
ties j these form distinet interests, which are toc)
frequently opposed to eaeh otheY, and which they
who have· entered into the league of particular go.
vernments falsely think. it Tirtue to promote, how_
ever destructive to the happiness of the rest of the
world. •

Such unions are again separated into subordinaf*
classes and combinations, and social life is perpe_
tually branched out into minuter subdivisions, till
it terminates in the last ramifications of privat~

friendship.
That friendship may at once be fond and lasting,

it has been already obServed in these papers, that It

cou.formity uf incIlnations is necessary. No mIlA
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caB have mD(:h kindness for him by whom he ooes
not believe himself esteemed, and nothi41g so evi.
dently proves esteem lL!I iwitatioD..
, That benevolence is always strongest which arises
from participation of the saple pleasures, since 'IJe
are naturally most willing to revive in our minda
the memory of persons, with whom the idea of ell.
joymellt is connected.

It is commonly, therefore, to little purpose, that
anyone endeavours to ingratia.te himself with sucla
as he callnot accompany ill their amusements and
diversions. Men have bllaD known to rise to fa­
lour and to fortune, oilly by being sk.ilful in ths
sports with which their patron happened to be de­
lighted, by concurring with his taste for some par.
,ticnlar specics of curiosities, by relishing the sams
wine, or applauding the same cook.ery. '
, Evcn those whom wisdom or virtue have Jllaced.
above regard to such petty recommendations, must
nevertheless be gained by similitude of manners.
'fhe highest and noblest enjoyment of familiar lUi,
the communicaUon of knowledie and reciprocation
of sentiments, must always presuppose a disposi.
tion to the same inquiry, and deliGht in the same
discoveries.
, With what satisfaction could the politician lay his
schemes for the reformation of laws, or his com
parisons of different forms ofgovernment, before thl
chemist, who has never accustomed his thoughtJ to
any other object than salt and sulphur? or bow
could the astronoIl.ler, in explaining his calculation.
and conjectures, endure the coldness of a gram.

, I/larian, who would lose sight of J\l.piter aud all his
satellites, for a happy etymology of an ob~cure "OId,
iiI a bt:ttt:r explicatiQn uf a c\)utC{nerted liut! 1
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E,ery man 10Ye5 merit of the same kind with hit

own, when it is not likely to hinder his luhanee­
ment or his reputation; for he not only best under.
Itand. the worth of those qualities which he labours
to cultivate, or the 1IIefulness of the art wwcb he
practises with IUCCt'JiS, but always feels a reflected
pleasure from the praises, which, though giTea to
another, belong equally to himself.

There is indeed no need of research and refine.
ment to discover that men must generally lelect
tlJeir companions from their own state of life, linea
there are not many minds furnished for great variety
of conversation, or adapted to multiplicity of intel.
lectual entertainments.

The sailor, the academick, the lawyer, the me.
chanick, and the courtier, have all a cast of talk
peCllliar to their own fraternity, haye fixed, their
atkntion upon the same events, have been enga~d

in affairs of the same sort, and made usc of allu­
sions and iIl118trations which themselvtll only Call.

~nderstand.

'1'0 be infected with the jargon of a particular
profllsswn, and to know only the language of a
lingle ran k of Ulortals, is indeed sufficiently despi.
cable. But as limitswust be always set to the ex.
cursions' of the human mind, there will be lome
ltudy which every man more zealously IJfosecutes,
lome darling slIbject on which he is principally
pleased to converse; and he that can most inform
Or best wlderstand him, will certainly be welcomed
with particular r~rd. "

Such partiality is not w holly to be avoided, nor
is it culpable, uRless snffered so far to predominate
III to produce aversion (mm eyery other kind of ex.
cellence, and to shade the lustre of dissimilar yir.
tues. '.fhose, therefore, whom the lot of life hal

Tut v. Q
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tonjoined, should endeatour constantly to approach
tewaTds the inclination of each other, imigorate
every motion of concurrent desire, and fan every
.park of kindred curiosity.

It has been justly ObSl'IVed, that discord ~eneral.

Iy operll.tes in little tmllgs; it is inflamed to its ute
most vehemence by contrariety of taste, oftener
than of principles; and might therefore commonly
be avoided by innocant conformity, w~ich, if it
WaS not at first the motive, ought always to be the

....,"1""'", af inoDo.alub'" ~i",.,<I
N~ 100. SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 171H.

Om"e vafer llilium ,identi FlaccWl mnie~
Tangit, tt admislua ci>'cum prlfc<>rdia Judi'. PUSl"!'

Hm'Qce, with sly insinuating g,ace,
J,augh'd at his friend, and look'd him in th.. faee;
'Voulcl raise a blush where secret vIce lie found,

, And tickle while he gently prob'd the wound.
W,th. seeming innocence the crowd beguil'd ;
:But IlIllde the desperate pUleS, when he Bmil'd.

D1Iy..lI.

IlIlt,

-As very many well-disposed persons, by the umr:­
yoidabte necessity of their affairs, are so unfortu~

'IIate as to be totally buried in the country, "here
'hey labour Wlder the most deplorable i&nOr~8 oC
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what .ill ·tra~ting amoDi the polite part of man..
kind, .( ca,UDot help thiwlIi, that, as a publick.
writer, you Sh9Uld take the carte of these truly CQID.

passionable objects under your colliidcration.
These UJlhappy lal,lguisbers in obscurity should be

furnisbed with such accounts Qf the employments of
people of the world, as may engage them in thei,
~everal remote corners to & laudable imitation; or,
at least, so far inform and prepare them, that if Ify
any joyful change of situation they sbould btl IwI..
denly transported into the gay scene, they may oot
gape, &l)d wonder, &Dd ~tarr" and be utterly at ..
loss bow to behave and ma.ke a 'proper appearanc.
mit•. ' '. .

It is inconceivable how much .the welfare of all
the conntry towns in thl' kingdom ~ht be pro..
moted, if you would .se your charitable ende~voll"

to raise in them a noble eniulation of the mann~,.

.and customs of higher life.
For this purpollcyou should give a very clear ani

ample description of the whole rtet of polite acquire..
ments; a complete history of forms, fallhions, fro­
licas, of routs, drums, hurricanes, balli, .selDblie~
ridottos, masquerades, auctions, plays, operal, pup­
pet-shows, and bear-gardens; of all those deligh~

which profitably en~age the attentioll of fhl3 mollt
sublime characters, and by which they bave brought
to such amazing perfection the whole art and my••
tay of passing day after day, week after week, and.
year after year, without the heavy assistance of any
one thing that formal ~reatures are pleased t9 call
useful and neceuary.

In giving due instructions through what steps t~

a.ttain this summit of human exc:ellence, you may
add sach irresistible arguments in its favour, as must
tonvillce Jlll1Pbers, who in other iD5tan~ell do llQt

Q~
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seem to want natural understanding, of the unac- .1

countable error of supposing they were sent intu the 1

world for any other purpose but to flutter, sport, 1

and shine. .I<'or, after all, nothing can be clearer 1

than that an everlasting round of diversion, and the
more lively and hurrying the better, is the most
important fOnd of human life.

It is really prodigiOU1l, so much as the 'World is
improl'ed, that there IIhould in these days be per.
sons 10 ignorant and stupid as to think it necessary
to mispend their time, and trouble their heads about
any thing else than pursuing the present fancy; for
what else is worth lil'ing for 1
. It is time enough surely to thin'k of consequences
when they come; and as for the antiquated notions
of duty, they are not to be met with in any French
Devel, or any book one ever looks into, but deriv­
ed almost wholly from tile writings of authors, who
Jived a vast many ages ago; and who, as thl'y were
totally without any idea of those accomplishments
which now characterise people of distinction, have
been for some time sinking apace into utter con·
tempt. It does not appear that even their most
,;ealous admirers, for some partizans of his own sort
el'.ty writer will have, can pretend to say they were
eTer at one ridotto.

In the important article of diversions, the cere­
monial of visits, the ecstatick delight of unfriendly
intimacies and unmeaning civilities, they are abso.
lately silent. Blunt truth, and downright honesty,
plain clothes, staying at home, bard 'Work, few
words, and those unenlivened with censnre or
double meaning, are what they recommend as the
ornaments and pleasures of life. Little oaths, po­
Ute dissimulation, tea.table scandal, delightful in­
dolence, the glitter of finery, the triumph of pre-
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cedena, tbB fIIlchanimeDtl of iattery, they seem
to have had RO notion· of, aad I canDot but laugh.
to think wllat a igllre tuy would hat"e made in a
drawing-room, anel Iww frighted they would have
looked at a gaming-table.

The noble zeal of patriotism,tbat disdains auttw.
rity, and tramples on laws for sport, was absolute..
ly the a.version of these tame 'wretches.

Indeed Ob6 caanot cliseoTcr allY one thing they
pretend to tea.cb people, but to be wise, and good;
acquirements iBfinitely below the consideration of
persous of taste and spirit, wbo know how to spend
their time to so lIlucla better purpolle.

AmoDgothcradmirableimpl'ovements, pray, Mr.'
Rambler, -tlo not forget to enlarge on the very ex;"
fensive benefit of playing at cards on 8undays; a
practice of sach ioiinite use, that we may modestly
expect to see it prevail uBiversaHy in all parts of
this kiagdom. '

To p.ersoDs of fu1Jioo, the advantage is obvious;
because, 1I4 for some strange reason or otber, which
no fine ge.tleman or fiDe lady has yet been able to
penetrate, Ckere is neither play, oor masquerade,
nor bottled conjurer, nor any otber ,tbin~ worth
Ii'ing for, to be bad on a Sunday; if it were not
for the charitable assistance of whist or bragg, the
gllllteel paytof lD411kind must, one day in seven, ne­
cessarily suffer a total extinction of being.-

Nor are the pel'llODS of bigh rank the Oldy gain.
en by so salutary a ClIStom, which exteBdIl its good
in6ucnu, .in wIBe dcr@'lIeC, to the'lowel' orders of
people; but were it quite general, bow mucb better
and happier would the woridbe than it ill even D'OW ? '

'Tis bard upon 'poor cr.eatnres, be tbey ever so
mean, to dt!DY tllem those enjoyments.and liberties
which are equ.ally open for all. Yet if servants

Q3
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were tau~bt to go to chureh on this day, spend some
part of it in reading or receiving inlttruction. in I

family way, and the rest in mere friendly conversa­
tion, the poor wretcbu would infallibly take it
into their heads, that they were obliged to be sO­
ber, modest, diligent, and faithful to their masters
and mistresses.

N ow surely no one of common prudence or hu­
manity would wilh their domesticks infected with
54ch strange ami primitive notions, or laid under
such unmerciful restraints: aU which may, in a
great measure, be prevented by the prevalence of
the good-humoured fashion, that I would have yOIl

recommend. For wben the lower kind of pepple
lee· tbeir betters, with a truly laudable spirit, in­
sulting and flying in thb face of those rude, ill.bred
dictaton, piety and the .Iaw., tAey are thereby ex­
~ited and admonished, as far as action. can admonish
and excite, and taught that they too ha"e an equal
right of setting them at defiance in sucb instances as
their particular necessitiu and inc:liaatioDs may re­
quire; and thus is the liberty of the whole humu
species mightily improved aud enlarged.

In short, Mr. Rambler, by a faithful representa­
tion of the numberless benefits of a modish life, you
wUI ha"e done your part in promoting what every
body leems to confess the true purpose of hWDlID
existence, perpetual dil5ipation.

By encouraging people to employ their whole at­
tention on trifles, and make amuaement their sole
Itady, you will teach them how to avoid many very .
uneasy reflections.

All the loft feelings of humanity, the sympathies
of friendllhip, all natural temptatioos to the care of
a family, and lolicitude about the good OT ill of
othell) with. the whole train of ~~oJlUlStidand ~o-
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cial atrectiooll, which create such daDy IUIXietiel
&lid embarrassments, will be happily ,titled and suj1­
pressed in a round of perpetual delights; and. all
serious thoughts, but particularly th~t ~f hereafte1',
be banished out of the world; a. most perplexing
apprehension, bat luckily a most groundless one
too, as it is sO-Tery clear a case, that nobody e,er
dies.

la, &c.
CHAlllau.·.

• Written by 1\&.. Carter orDeal. the IInly lurvivor of tb.
writen of tbat aile. C.

N- 101. TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1161.

JlelllajeNll/y111iN 'UJi tiel HyraeuiG -rio
Et thymo. Cecr"pic ellr'",I1"''';' ",i. llI4ar.

Alai! drar Sir. yon tTy in vain.
Ilhpoesibilitiel to gain;
Nil bee {rom COrlicll'~ rRnk juice
Hyblzan hone,)' call produce. F. LJ:wlI.

TO TilE nAMBLER•
..,.,

H A.YI5G by saTerai years of continual dudy treasur.
ed mmy mind a great number of principleaandideas,
and obtained by frequent exercise the power"Of ap_
plyiqg them with propriety, and combinmg them with
l'eadilUl8ll, I resolved to quit the university, where I
wlUiidered myself as a gem hidden in the mine, and
to IlIiDJIe in tlus crowd of pUblick life. I was F
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t'"~l.ly attracted by the company of tJwse wllo "ere
of the same age wit~ myself, and fiading t~t lIIYaca­
demical grl!-vity contributed very little to my repllta­
#on, applied my faculties to j()cularity and btlrle.so.

.'1111.... Thus, in'" short time, I had heated my imagiaa.
ii'on,to sllch a state of activity and ebullition,that
'Upon every occasion it fumed away in. bursts of wit,
and evaporations of gaiet,y. I became on a sudde.
the idol Qf the eofl'ee-house, was in one winter ~o·

)~ited to accept the presidentship of five clubs, w:.l
dragged by violence to e-ery new play, and qUQted
in every controversy upon theatrical merit; was in
every public place surrounded by a multitude of
humble auditors, who retailed in other places of re­
Ilort my maxims and my jests, and' was bo~ted as
their intimate and companion, by many, ,who had
110 other pretensions to lI,ly acquaintance, than that
they had drank chocolate in the same room.

You will not wonder, Mr. RAMBLER, that I
mention my success with some appearance of trio
umph and .elevation. , Perhaps no kind of luperio­
rity is more flattering or alluring than that which is
conferred by the powers of conversation, byex.
temporaneous sprightliness offancy, copiollsness of
language, and ft!t'tility of sentiment. In other
eltertions of genius, the greater part of the p~aise

is unknown and un~njoyed; the wrjter, indeed,
Iprcads his reputation to a wider extent, but,re­
ceives 1\tt1e pleasure or ad \'antage from the diffusion
of his name, and only obtains a kiml of nominal
liOvereign'ty over regions whicjl pay no tribute. The
colloquial wit has alway~ his own radialJce retle.ct.ed
011 himself, and enjoys all the pl.easu.re which he
bestows; he finds his power confessed by every OIUl

that approJches him, sees friendship k.illdling with
rapture, and attention swelling into praise.
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The desire which every man feela ot importance
and esteem, is so much gratified by finding an as.·
lembly, at his entrance, brightened with gladness
and bushed with expectation, tbat the recollection
of sucb distinctions can scarcely fail to be pleasing
whensoever it is innocent. And my cOj1science doe.
not reproach me with any mean or criminal etrectBo
ofvanity; since I al ways employed my infl.uence
on the side of virtue, and never sacrificed my un.
derstanding or my teligioll to the pleasure of ap.
plause.
. There were many whom either the desire of en.
joying my pleasantry, or the pride of bdng thought
to enjoy it, brought often'into my company; but I
was caressed in a particular manner by Demochares;
a gentleman ora larp;c estate, and a libera' .disposi.
tion. My fortune bciug by no means exuberant,
inclined me to be pleased with a friend who was
willing to be entertained at his own charge. I be';'
came by daily invitations habituated to his table; .
iud,' as he believed my acquaintance' necessary to
the character of elegance, which he was desirous of
estabflBhing, I lived in all the luxury of aftlucnce,
without expense, or dependence, and paised my
liCe in a perpetual reciprocation of pleasure, wit.
men brought together by similitu~e of accomplish..
ments, or desire of imprpvement.

But all power hil,'l its sphere of activity, beyond.
ll'hich it prOdllGeS no effect. Demochares being
called by his atrairs into the country, imagined that
he should increase liis popularity by coming aDJong
his neighbours accompanied by a man whOle abili.
ties were so generally allowed. The report pre..
.endy spread through balf the country tbat }lcmo.
cbares was arrived, and bad brought with him the­
celebrated HiiariuI, by whom such merrim.nt weuW

,
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be excited, at bad neHr been enjoJ'N or ClOJIt!ei,.ed
before. I knew, indJled, the porpose r"r whicla'I
was invioted' and, !" men do not look dililJently out
fer possible miKarriages, was pleased" to find my5elf
4lourted upon' principles of interest, aad considere4
as capable of reconciling factioDs, eompoiiD@ femll,
U1d uoiting a whole province in social happiness.

After a few days &pent in adjusting h~ \iomeatick
regulations, Dem~bares invited all the gen'-en
of his neigbbourhood to mUller, and did not forget
to hint how much my presence W&8 expected to
heighten the plea,sure of the feast. He informed me
what prejudices my reputation had raiietI in my fa.
,"our, and represented the satisfaction with which 8e
should see me kindle up the blaze of meJTiment, aud
Ibouldrema.r1r'the various effects that my fire woald
have upon such diversity of.matter. "

This declaration, by which he inteuded to 40icken
my vivacity, fiUed me with solicitude. I (elt lUl

ambitioD of shining which I never knew before;
and w~s therefore embarrassed with an DRusaa} fear
of disgrace. I PUled the uight in planniDg out to

'myself the conversation of the comillg day; recol.
lected all my topicks of raillery, proposed proper
.ubjects of ridicule, prepared smart replies to a
'thooliand questions, accommodated answers to ima­
ginary repartees,. and formed a magazine of re­
JDarks; apOJ!hthegms, tales, and illustrations.

The morniIlg broke at last in the midst of theSE'

basy meditatiOBS. I rose with the palpitations of
• champion on the day of combat; and, notwith.
ataDding all Illy elforUi, fouo.d my spirits sunk under I

-die weiglat of etpectation. The company soon after
began to drop in, and every one, at hi~ entrance,
'Was introduced to Hilarills. What conception the
_ .. of thio ""'ion ..... f"-.faWi', Ii
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ca.nnot yet 'discover; but obserTed that tIrey aU
reemed, after the regular exchange (}f compliments,
to tum away disappointed; and that while w.
waited for diuner, theyea!!t their eyes first upon m",.
and then upon each other, like a theatrical assem.­
bly waiting for a show.

From the uneasiness of this sittta-tion, I wa9 te..
Jieyed 'by the dinner; and as ev~ry attention Wal
taken np by the business of the hour, I sunk quiet.
Iy to a level. with the rest of the compa.ny. But no
sooner ivere the dishes removed, than, instead of
cheerful confidence and familiar pra-ttle, an univer..
sal silence again showed their expectation of some
unusnal petformance. My friend endeavoured to
rouse them by healths and qlrestions, but they ail...
sW1lrcd him 'With great brevity, and"-immediately re..
lapsed into t1}:eirformcr taciturnity.

I had waited in hope of some opporttmity to di':'
vert them, but could lind no pass opened (or a
lingle sally; and who can be merry withont an ob~

jeet of mirth? After a few faint etfort8, whicl1.
prodlfCed neither applause lIor opposition, l ,vIIS
£ontent to nringle with the mass, to put round the
glass in silence, and .lK>late lIlyself with my own
contemplations. .

My friend looked FOund him; the lJuests stared
at one another;. and if now and then a few sylla.­
bles were uttcr~d with timidity and hesitation, there
was non~cadyto make any reply. All our fa:rul~

tics were" frozfln, aM every minu I.e took away from
onr capacity of pleasing; and di-sposition to be
pleased. Thus passed the hours to which so much
hawiness was dllcrerd; the hours which had, by a
kind of open proclamation, been devoted to wit, to
mirth, and to Hilarius. • _

At last the niiht c;aJ»,e 011, and the nec::et1ity of.
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pltd'Ungfreed Ui from the persecutiODs 01 tach other.
I heard them, as th(')' ,\ alkedalong the cOllrt, mur.
muring at the 1051 of thedaJ, and inquiring wlaether
any man would pay a second yisit to a house )jaunted
~y a wit? '

Demochares, whose benevolence is greater than
his penetration, haying flattered his hopes with the
.econdary honour which he was to gain by my
llprightlineds and elegance, a.nd the atfection with
1\'hich he ,should be, followed for a perpetual ban.
quet of gaiety, was not able to conceal his vexation
and resentment, nor would easily be convinced,
that I had 110t sacrificed his intllrest to sullenness
and caprice, and studiously endeavoured to disgust
)tis guests, lUld suppressed my powers of delighting,
~n obstinate alul premeditated silence. I am iu.
(onq,ed that the reproach of their ill reception is di.
vided by the gentlemen of th,e country between liS;

.ome being of opinion, that my fri('ml is deluded by
an impostor, who, though he has fouild some art of
saininK his favour, is afraid to speak hefore men of
more penetration; and others concluding, that I
think only London the proper theatre of my abili.
ties, and disdain to exert I!lY geniuli for the praise
Qf rustieks. ' ,

I belie\'e, Mr. RAMBLER, that it has sometimes
ha.ppened to others, who 'have the good or il~ for.
tune t,o be cekbrated for wits, tOo-fall uuuer the
same censures upon the like occasions. I hOope there.
for~ that yOIl will prevent any misrepresentat\pJJs of
.'Uch failures, by remarking, that invention is not
wholly at the command of its possessor; thllt the
powe,\ of pleasiug is ve.y often obll'tructed by the
desire; that all expectation lessens surprise, yet
llome ~urpriseis l4Cee.sary to jait;ty; and that thuse
\l' hI' deijjri to parlaJ.." I.1f dill plttiUiUr" of wit ~IUSt
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contribute to its production, since the mind stag..
na.tes without external ventilation, and that effer.
vescence of the fancy, which tlashes h,to transport,
can be raised only by the infusion of <llisimilv
ideas.
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•
Ipsa quoque ClMiduo labuntur tempora. motu
Non UCZI.$ ac ftumen: ~qtJ.e enim CDnsutere flurM1I•

. Nee levil 1uIra pote!t; sed ut unda impe/litur undd.
Urgrtllrque pri<>r veniente, urgetque priorem, .
Tempora lie fugiullt pariter, pariterquc 'etiW!'CVr. . ,

. Ov~....
With constant motion as the moments glide,
Behold in running life the rolling tide I .
For none can stem by art, or ~IOP by pow'r.
The flowing ocean, or the fleeting hour':
But wave by wave pursu'd arrives on sbore.
And each impeU'd behind impela before: -.
So time on time revolving we descry;
So minule8 foIJow, and so minutes fiy: ELPIIINSTOll';

- .
" LIFE," says Seneca, "ill a voyage, ill the pro.>
" gress of which we arc perpetually changing out'
" scenes: we fint leave c/;JilJbood behind us, theo.
" youth, then the years of ripened manhood, then­
" the better and more pleasing part of old age.'·.
The perusal of this passage havillg incited in me
train of reflections. on the- state ot man, the incelI.·
.-ant ·il.uctu&tion of his wtshes, the gradua.l chang..
of his disposition to all external objects, and th.
UioughtlelllllUlSs with which he ftoatl alolli~ stream

l'OL. v. R
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,Qr time, I sunk into a slumber amidst my medita­
tions, and, on a sudden, found my ears filled with
the tumult of labour, the shouts of "alacrity, the
shrieks of alarm, the whistle of winds, and the dash
of waters.

My astonishment for a time repressed my curio­
sity; but soon recovering myself so far as to in.
quire whither "We were going, and what was the
('.ause of such clamour and confusion, 1 was told
that we were launching out into the ocean of life;
that .e had already passed the streights of infancy,
in which multitudes had perished, some by the weak.
ness and fragility of their vessels, and more by the
folly, perverseness, or negligence, of those who un.
dertook to steer them; and that we were now on the
main sea, abandoned to the winds and billows, with.
ont any other mealls of security than the care of the
pilot, whom it was always in our power to choose
ainong great numbers that offered their direction and
assistance.

I then lo.ked round with anxious eagerness; and
:first turning my eyes behind me, lI&W a stream dow.
ing through dowery islands, which everyone that
tailed along seemed to behold with pleasure; but
D9 Booner touched, than the current, which, thougk
not noisy or turbulent, was yet irresistible, bore
Ja.im away. Beyond these islands all was 'darkness,
Jlor could any of the passengers describe the shore
at which he first embal'ked.

Before me, and on each side, was an expanse of
1Faters Yiolently agitated, and cOTered with so thick.
a mist, that the most perspicacious eye could see but
a little way. It appeared to be full of rot:ks and
'Wllirlpools, (or many sunk unexp.ectedly while they
wer~ courting the gale with full sails, and insultil1i
tilOS6 whom they had left be1liDd~ So DWDerow,
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indeed, ware the dangers, and so thick the dark..
p.ess, that DO caution coulll cORfer security. . Yet
there were many, who, by false intelligence, be.
trayed their fQllowers into whirlpools, or by vio.
lence pushed those whom they found in their way
i1gainst the rocks.

The current was invariable and inlurmountable;
but though it was impossible to sail against it, or to
return to the place that was once passed, yet it WlU

not so violent as to· allow no opportunities for deJ;~

terity or courage, since, though none could retreat
back from danger, yet they might often avoid it by
9blique direction.

It was, hQwever, not very common tQ steer w~th

much care or prudence; for by lome universal in­
fatuation, every man apPeareti tQ think himself safll,
thongh he saw hie consorts every moment sinking
rouud him; and no sooner had the wavel closed
over them, than their fate and their misconduct
were forgotten; the voyage was pursned with thfl
same jocQnd confid,ence;, every man congratulated
himself upQn the soundness of his vessel, and be­
lieved himself able to stem the whirlpool in which
~is friend was swallowed, or glide over the f.ocks oa
which be was dashed: nor was it qften observed
that the sight of a wreck made any man change his
course: if he tnrned aside for a mo~ent, he SOOa

forgot the rudder, an41~ft himself again to the dis,.
posal of chance.

This negligence did not proceed from indifferenoe,
or from weariness of their present condition; far
not one of those w~o thus rushed upon destruction,
failed, whe~ he was 'sinking, to call loudly upo~

his associates for that help which could not now be
!liven him; and many spent their last moments in
fa~tioDin, others ~~~t the fall] by which Q1cy

. R~ .
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were intereepted in the midst of their course. Their
benevolen~ was sometimes praised, but their ad.
monitions were unregardcd. -

The vessels in which we had embarked being con.
fessedly unl'q ual to the turbul-eiJce of tlle stream of
life, were visihly impaired in tbe course of the
'VoyaJ1,'l'; so that evpry passenger was certain, that

_JJO~- long soever he might, by favourable accidents,
or by incessant yigilance, be preserved, he mu,t

-snk at last.
This IIl'cessity of perishing might have been ex·

1Jected to !ladden the g~-y, and intimidate the daring,
at least to keep the melancholy and timorous in per­
petual torments, and hinder them from any enjoy­
ment of the varieties and gratificatiom whi'Ch nature
-ofit'red them as the solace of tbeir labours: yet, in
eifect, none teemed less to expect destruction than
thosl' to whom it uas most dreadful; they all had
the art af concl'aline; their dangl'r from tbemselves;
and those who knew their inability to bear the sight
of the terrOUTS that embarrassed their way, took
-care nel-er to look forward, but found some amuse.
)Dent for th .., present moment, and generally enter­
tained themsehes by playing with HOPE, who was
the constant a~sociate of the voyage of liCe.

Yl t all tLat I10·PE ventured to promise, even to
those whom she favoured most, was, not that they
..lIould ('scapI', but that they should sink last; and
with this promise everyone was satisfied, though
lac langhed at the rcst for sceming to believe it.
-HOI'E, indeed, apparently mocked the credulity of
Irer companions; for, in proportion as their vessels
grew leaky, she redoubled her assurances of safe­
ty; and none were more busy ill making provisions
·for a long voyage, than they whom all but them­
'elvel-saw lik.ely to periBh soon by irreparable decay.
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In the midst of the current of life was the gulph

of INTEMPERANCE, a d!,"ei1rlful whirlpool, inter..
~persed with roc,,"s, Qf wh\ch t,he pointed crags
were concealed unde\' water, and the tops covered
with herbage, on which EA,SE lipread couches of
repose, and with shades, where PLEASURE warbled
the song of invitation. Withi~ sight of these rock-s
all who sailed Qn the ocean of life must necessarily
pass. REASQN, indeed, was always at hand to steer
the passengers through a narrOW outlet by which they
might escape; but very few coull\, by her entrea..
ties or remonstrances, be induced ta'put the rudder
into her h<j.ud, without stipulating that s,he should
approach so near unto the rocks of P.t.EA,SURE, th¥
they might solace themselves with a short enjoy.
ment of that delici.ous region, after which they al.­
ways determinell t9 pUfS\le their COUr~ewithollt ~y
pther deviation. . .

REASON wast<lQ often prevailed upon so far ~.r
these promises, as to venture her charge within the
eddy of the gulph of INTEMPERANCE, where, in..
deed, the circumvolution wa,s weak, but yet inter..
rupted the course of the vesllel, anll ~rew it, by
insensible rotations, towards the centre. She then
repented her temerity, and with all her force en.
deavoured to !,"etreat; but the draught of the gulpq
was generally too strong to be overcome; an4 the
passenger, having danced in circles with a pleasing
and giddy velocity, Wjl.S at last overwhelmed l\nd
lost. Thuse few whom REA,soN was able to cxtr~­
cate, g~nerally suffered so many shocks upon th.e
points which shot out from the rocks of PLEASUllE,
that they were unable to ·cont\uue their course with
the same strength and facility as before, but fluated
along timorously and feebly, endangered by every
br~~e, aud shllttered by clery 1'u111e of the water,

. ~J
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till they sunk, by slow degrees, after long strug.
gle~, and innumerable expedients, always repilling
at their ohri folly, and warnin~ others agaillst the
firs', approach 0: the gulph of ISfEMPl.ltANcE.

There were artists who pfofes;,ed to repair the
breachl's Blld stop .th!lleaks of the vessels wbich bad
been shattered on the rocks of PLEASURE. lUany
appeared to have great fonfidence in their skill, aud
Borne, indeed, were prclierved by it from sinking,
'Who had received only a sil1g1~ blow; but Ire.
marked that few vessels lasted long whith had been
much repaired, nor was' it found that the artists
themsehes continued adoat longer than those who
liad least of their 'assistance.

l'heonly advantage which, in the voyage of life.
'the cautiolls had above the negligent, was,' tllat
they sunk laler, and more suddenly; for they pass.
ed forward till they had sometimes 'seen all those ih
'Whose company they had issued from the streights

'of infancy, perish in tbe way, and at.last were
Gvetset by a c'ross breeze, without the toil of resist.
ance, or the anguish of expectation. But sucb as
had often fallen against the 'rocks of PLEASUltr,

commonly subsided by sensible degree., contended
10hg with the encroaching' waters, and harassed
thrmbelveliby labours that scarce HOPE herself coulll
fiatter with SllCCesS.

1t~ I was looking lIpon the various fate of the
mUltitud" about me, I was suddenly alarmed wilb
an admonition from some unknown Power, "Gaze I

" not idly upon others when thou thyself art sink.
cc ing. Whenre is this thoughtless .tranquillity, '
" when thon and they are equally endangered?" I
looked, and st:eing the gulph of INTEIIIPUANCJ be.
fore me, started and awaked.
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•
Scire oolunt .ureta domUl. atqu.e iw timeri. 1V1'.

They search the sccrets of the house, and so
Are worshipp'd there, and fcar'd for what they know.

, DnYDlul.

CUllJOSITY is one of the permanent and cel'tai~
characteristicks of a ligorous intellect. Every ad.
'Vance into knowledge opcns ncw prospccts, and
prodl1ces new incitements to further pro!!;ress. All
the attainments possible in our present state are en.
dently inadequate to our capacities of e~oym{'nt;
conquest serves no purpose but that of kindling am.
bition, discovery has no eitect but of raising expec.
tation; the gratification of one desire encourages
another; and after all Gllf labours, studies, \lnd in­
quiries, we are continually at the same distance frolll
the completion of our schemes, have still some wish
importunate to bc satiJified, Ilnd some faculty rest.
less and turbulent for want of its enjoyment.

The desire of knowledge, though often animated
by extrinsick and ad¥,ntitious motives, seems on
mauy occasions to opef'ate withoutsubordinatioD to
any other principle; we are eager to see and hear,
without intention of referring oUor obsenations toa
farther end; we climb a mountain for a prospect of
the plain; we run to tke strand in a storm, that we
may contemplate t~e agitation of the water; 11"8

range from city to city, th'Ough we profess Dcith8l'
arcllitecblftl D()r fortiicatioaj we CfOBB 'eai ouly t.
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view nature in nakedness, 9r magnificence in ruins;
we are e~ually allured by novelty of every kind, by
;I. desert or a palace, l\ cataract or a cavern, by
every thing rude and every thing polished, every
thing great and every thing little; we do not see a
thicket but with some temptation to enter it, nor reo
mark an insect flying before us but with au inclina.
tiQn to pursue it. -

This passion is, perhaps, regularly hl'ightened in
pro.portion as the powers of the mind ar~ eleYate~

~nd enlarged. Lucan therefore introduces Cresar
speaking with dignity suitable to the grandeur of
llis designs and the extent of his c.apacity, when he
declares to the high-priest of Egypt, that he has no
desire equally powerful with that of finding the ori~

gin of the Nile, and that he would quit all the pro.,
jeets of the civil war for a sight of those fo.untains
which had been so long concealed. And, Homer,
when he would furnish the Sirens with a temptation,
to which his hero, renowned for wisdom, might
yield without disgrace, makell them declare, that
none ever depa~ted f~om them but with increase of
knowledge.

There is, illdeed, scarce any kind of ,~ea,l ac­
quirement which may not be applied to some use,
or which m~y not at least gratify pride w~tlJ, oeC1\­
'!lional superiority; but whoever attends the mo­
tions of his own mind will fini,l., that upon the first
appearance of an object, or the first start o{ a ques..
non, hill incIinatio.B to a nearer "iew, or "mOre ac­
c.urate discussion, precedes all thoughts of profit, or
of competition; and that his desires take wing by
instantaneous impulse, though their flight may.lIa
~nvigorated, or their efforts 'renewed, by subse..
q uent considerations. The gratification o~urio5itr

i~t~ef ffe~s Ull f.\"om ulI,easjJ1~S5 th~q CQnts:t~ 1'1el'" I..
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lure; we ar~ more pained by ignt>rance than de.
lighted by instruction. Curiusity is the thirst of the
loul; it inflames and torments us, and makes us
taste every thing with joy, however otherwise in.
sipid, by which it may be quenched. •

It is evident that the earliest searchers after know.
ledge must have proposed knowledge only as their
reward; and that science, though perhaps the nurs.
ling of interest, was the daughter of curiosity: for
'Who can believe that they who first watched the
course of the ,tars, foresaw the use ot' their disco.
veries to the facilitation of commerce, or the men.
Illration of time? They were delighted with the
~plendour of the nocturnal skies, they found that
the lights changed their places; what they admired
they were anxious to understand, and in time traeetl

. their revolutions.
There arc, indeed, beings in the form of men,

who appear satisfied with their intellectual posses.
iions, and seem to live without desire of enlarg.
ing their conceptions; before whom the world
pas~e.tI withant notice, and who arc equally un.
nlOved by nature or by art.

This negligence is sometimes only the temporary
ef,e·ct of a prcdOll1inant passion; a lover finds no in_
clination to travel any path, bUI, that which lea~is

to the habitation of kis mistress; a trauer can spare
little atteutioll to common occurrences, when his
fortune is endangered by a storm. It is frequently
the consequence of a total immer,ion in sensuality:
corporeal pleasures may be illd" Igf'd till tf,e me.
mory of every other kind of happiness is obliterat­
cd; the mind, long habituated to a lethargick and
quiescent state, is unwilling to wake to the toil of
thinking j and thou¥h she rna., sometimes be disturb.
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cd by the obtfusion of new ideai, shrinks b.ack
again to ignorance and rest.

But, indeed, if we except them to whom the con.,
tinual task of procuring the supports of life, denies
all opportunities of deviation from their own narrow
track, the number of such as live without the ar­
dour of inqniry is very small, though many content
themselves with cheap amusements, and waste their
lives in researches of no importance.

There is no snare more dangerous to busy and
excursive minds, than the cobwebs of petty inqui­
sitiveness, which entangle them in trivial employ­
ments and minute studies, and detain them in a.
middle state, between the tediousness of total in"
activity, and the fatigue of laborious efforts, en­
chant them at once with ease and novelty, and vi.
tiate them with the luxury of learning. The ne.­
cessity of doing something, and the fear of under­
taking much, sinks the historian to a genealogist,
the philosopher to a journalist of the weather, and
the mathematician to a constructor of dials.

It is- ha.ppy when those who cannot content them­
aelves to be hUe, nor resolve to be industrious, are
Ilt least employed without injury to others; but it
seldom happens tbat we can contain oursclves long
in a neutral state, or forhear to sink into vice, wbcn
we are no longer soaring towards virtue.

N ugaculus was distinguished in his earlier years
by an u.ncommon livelipesiJ of imagination, quick­
ness of sagacity, and extent of knowledge. Wben
he 4K1wred into life, pe applied himself with parti­
cular inquisitiveness to examine the various motivt~il

of human actions, the cQmplicated influence o£
mingled affections, the different modifications of
4~t!lreiJt llud ambitioDJ and t~e various c~uses Iil.f
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miscarriage and success both i~ publlck and private
affairs.

Though his friends did' not discover to what pur..
pose all these observations were collected, or how
Nugaculus would much improve his virtue or his
fortune by an incessant attention to ohanges of
countenance, bursts of inconsideration, sallies of
passion, and all the other casualties by which he
used to trace a character, yet they could not deny
the study of human nature to be worthy of a wise­
man; they therefore flattered his vanity, applaud­
ed his discoveries, and listened with submissive mo­
desty to his lectures on the uncertainty of inclina­
tion, the weakness of resolves, and the instability
Qf teItlper, to his account of the various motivCi
which agitate the mind, and his ridicule of the mo­
dern dream of a· ruling passion.

Such was the first incitement of Nugaculus to a
close inspection into the conduct of mankind. He
had no interest in view, and therefore no design of
supplantation; he had no malevolence, and there.
fore detected faults without any intention to ex­
pose them; but having once found the art of en·­
gaging his attention upon others, he had no incli­
nation to call it back to himself, but has passed his
time in _keepipg a watchful eye upon every rising
character, and lived upon a small estate without any
thought of increasing it.

He is, by continual application, become a gene­
ral master of secret history, and can give an ac­
eoont of the intrigues, private marriages, competi­
tions, and stratagems, of half a centnry. He knows
the mortgages upon every man's estate, the term.
upon ",hid. every spendthrift raises his money, th.,
real and reputed fortune of evel'y lady, the join.
tore stipulated by every contract, and the expecta-
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tions of eve'ry family from maiden aunts and child.
le~s aC1luaintances. He can relate the economy of
evcry house, knows how much one lIlan's cellar is
robbed by his butler, and the land of another un.'
derlet by his stenard; he can tell where-the manor.
llOuse is laHing, though large sums are yearly paid
for repairs; and where the tenants are felling woods
withont the consent of the owner.

To obtain all this intelligence he is inadvertently
'guilty of a thousand acts of treachery. He sees no
man's servant without draining him of his trust; be
enters no family without flattering the children into'
discoveries; he is a perpetual spy upon the doors of
his neighbours; and knows by long experience, at
",haterer distance, the looks of a cr'editor, aboI'·
rower, a 10Tcr, and a pimp.

Nugaculus is notill-natu!t'd, aud therefore his
industry has not hitherto been very mischievous to
others, or dangerous to himself; but since he 'can­
not enjoy this knowledge but by discovering it, and,
jf he had no other motive ,to loquacity, is obliged
to traffick lik\} the chymists, and purchase one secret
with another; he is every day more hated as he il
more known; for he is considered by great num·
bel'S as one that has their fame and their happinest

in his power, and no man can much IOTe bim of
whom he lives in fear.

Thus has an intention, innocent at first, if not
laudable, the intention of regulating his own beha­
viour by the experience of others, by an accidental
declension of minnteness, betrayed Nugacnlus, not
only to a foolish, but vicious waste of a Jife wbich
might have been honoltrably passed ift publiek ssr­
T ices, or domestick virtues. He has lost bis original
intention, and given up his mind to employlDGliti
tAl't engross, but do not impr' 'it.
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-"- Nihil tit qUAld credere d, Ie
11'011 pa.sit--

NOlle e'er reject. hyperbole. of praiH.

THE aijpa.rent insufficiency of every individual to'
his own happiness or safety, compels UI to seck
from one another assistance and support. The ne..
cl.'Ssity of jeint efforts for the execution of any
,reat Of extensive design, the variety of PQwen
disscmwated in the species, and thc proportion be­
tween the defects and excellencies of ditferent per­
IOJlS, demand an interchange of help, and commu­
nication of intelligence, and by frl'quent reciproca­
tions of beneficence unite mankind in society and
friendship.

If it can be imagiDed that there: eYcr was a time
when the inhabitants of a.ny COIlDtry were in a stato
of equality, without distinction of rank, or pecu_
liarity of possessiQns, it is reasonable to 1h:lievc that
Itcry mail was then foved in proportion as hc could
contribute by his strength, or llis skill, to tbe sup_
ply of natural wants; there was then little room for
peevish disli}te, or capricious favour; the atfection
admitted into the beart was "rather csteem than tell..
demess; and kindness was only purchased by. be­
llefits. But when by force Qr policy, by wisdom 01'
by fortune, property and superiority were intra..
\luced and establUhed, 110 thlI.t many were COil.. "

'010. T. •
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demned to labour for the support of a few, then
they whose possessions swelled above their wants l

naturally laid out their superfluities upon pleasure j

and those wbo could not gain friendship by I1CCl'.S­

Bary oflices, endeavoured to promote their interest
by luxurious gratifications, and to create needs,
which they might be courted to supply.

The dellires of mankind are much more numeroug
than their attainments, and the capacity of imagina.
tion much larger than actual enjoyment. Multi­
tudes are therefore unsatisfied with their allotment;
and he that hopes to improve his condition by the
ft\vour of another, and either finds no room for the
exertion of great qualities, or perceives himself ex­
celled by his rivals, will, by other expedients, en.
deavour to become agreeable where he cannot be
important, and learn, by degrees, to number the
art of pleasing among the most useful studies, and
most valuable acquisitions.

This art, like others, is cultivated in proportion
to its usefulness, and will always ilourish most
where it is most rewarded; for this rllaSon we find
it practised with great assiduity under absolute go­
",ernments, where honours and riches are in the
hands of one man, whom all endeavour to propi­
tiate, and who soon becomes so much accustomed
to compliance aDd officiousness, as not easily to
find, in the most delicate address, that novelty
which is necessary to procure attention.

It is discovered by a very few experiments, that
DO man is much pleased with a companion, who does
not in_rease, in some respect, his fondness of him­
lelf; and, therefore, he that wishes rather to b6
led forward to prosperity by.the gentle band of fa.
vour, than to force his way by labour and merit,
~UBt CODlidc1 with ~QN l;~re how to display his
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patron's excellencies than his own; that wheneve.
he approaches, he may fill the imagination witl.
pleasing dreams, and chase away disgust and wear,.,
ness by a perpetual succession of delightful images.

This may, indeed, sometimes be effected by turn..
ing the attention upon advantages which are really
po!!Sessed, or upon prospects which reason spreads
before hope;. for whoever can deserve or require to
be courted, has generally, either from nature 01'
from fortune, gifts, which he may review with'
satisfaction, and of which, when he is artfully ro.
called to the contemplation, he Will ~ldom qe dis..
pleased.

But th~s'ewho have once degraded their under..
standing to an application only to the passions, anll
who hare learned to derive hope from any othel'
Sources than industry and virtue, seldom retain di~

nity amI m~nanimHy sufficient to defend them
a~ainst the constant reCUl'fence of temptation ttl
falsehood. He that is too desirous to be lo.ved,
_ill soon learn to flatter, and when he has ex..
busted all the variations of honest praise, and ca.
delight no longer with the civility of truth, he will
invent Dew t«<picks of pallegyrick, and break out
into raptup.'.s at virtues and beauties c()Jlferred by
himself.

The drudgeries of dependance would, indeed, b,
aggravated by hopelessness of success, if no indul.,.
gence was allowed tq adulation. lIe that will ob.. .
lllinatelyconfine his patn>n to hear only the com..
mendatiODs which he deserT.(\$, will soon be forced
to give way to others that llegale him with more'
compass of Musick. The greatest human 'Virtue
bean; no proportion to human 'Vll.uity. We always
think. ourselves better than we are, and are gene.
rally des~rous that others' shoul~ thin~ us ~qlllJet

52
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tel' tban we think ourselves. to praise us for ac­
tions or dispositions which deserve praise, is not
to confer a benefit, but to pay a tribute. We haft
always pretensions to fame, which, in our OWIl

kearts, we know to be disputable, and which w.
are desirous to strengthen by a ne,", llutfrage; w.

I lane always hopes which we suspect to be fa.llaci­
0\11, aDd of which we eagerly snatch at every con..
lirmation.

It may, indeed, be proper to ma~e the first ap­
proaches under the conduct of truth, and to secnr.
credit to futllJ'e encomiums, by such praise as mil
be ratified by the conscience; but. the mind one.
babittlated to the lusciousness of eulogy, becomel,
in a short time, nice and faBtidious, and, lik.e an:
tiated palate, t. incessantly calling for higher gn-
tificatioll8. ~

It is scarcely credible to what, degree discern­
ment may be dazzled by the mist of pride, and wis­
dom infatuated by the intoxicatiou Of flattery; or
bow low the ~enius may descend by successive gra­
dations of servility, and how swift!y it ma}" fall dOWIl

t,he precipice of falsehood. No mau can, indeed,
observe, without indignation, on what names, boli
of ancient and modem times, the utmost exuber­
ance of praise bas been lavished, and by what handl
it has been be,towed. It has never yet been found,
that tbe tyrant, the plunderer, the oppressor, tbe
most bateful of the hateful, the most profligate of
the prolligate, have been denied any celcbratiolll
which they were willing to purchase, or that
wickedness and folly have not found correspondCllt
flatterers through all their subordinations, except
wben they have been associated with avarice or po­
nrty, and have wanted either incliuatioll or &hila­
ty to hire a panegyrist.
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. As tllere is no character so deformed as to frighi
away from it the prostitutes of praise, there is no
degree of ecomiasti(~k veneration which pride hal
refused. The cmJJCr-Or~orH.olDe Buffered themaelvet
to be worshippeu in their lives with altars and sacri.
fices; and, in an age mOflil enlightened, the term.
peculiar to the praise and worship of the Supreme
Being, have been applied to wretches whom it wu
the reproach of hunll\nitr- tQ number a~{Ig llIen;
and, whom n.othing but riches or power hindered
those that read,~ wrote tllei( deification, from
bunting into the toils of justic'e, as disturbers of the.
peace of nature.

TheI'e are, indeed, many among the poencal flat­
terers, who must bQ tc~ig",ed, to ~nfamy without vin­
dication, and whom we must confess to hl!-ve de-,
sertecl the cause of virtue for pay: they have cOIlJ­
JIIitted, against full conviction, the c~me oi obli­
terating the distinctions between good and evil, and"
instead of opposing the encroacllments of vice, have,
incited her progress, and celebrated her cOllquests.
But there is a lower class of sycophants, whose UJl.-.

dcrstanding has not made them capable of equal
guilt. Every man of high rank is surrounded with
numbers, who have no other rille of thought or ac­
tion, t\1an his maxims, and his~nd,uct; whom the
honour of being numbered aID01Ig his acquaintance
reconciles to all his vices, and aJI his absurdities ;
and who easily persuade themselves to esteem him.,
by whose regard they consider them,selves as distin.
guished and exalted.

It is dangerous for, mean minds to v.enture th~
Ilelves within the sphere of greatness. Stupidity i.,
flOOD blinded by thesplendour of wealth, and coward..,
kc is easily fettered in the shackles of dependance..
'f0 sulicit patronage, .is, at least, ill th,e enm..t" t~

s ~
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let virtue to sale. NODe can be pleased without
praise, and few can be praised without falsehood;
few can be lL'lIliduous without servility, and JlOBI
~lin be servile without corruption.

:W°105. 'tUESDAY, MAlteR 19, 17lil.

--- Animaru...
l ...puW, et ca:cd magnaque cupidine duc,j,. :IVY.

Vain man runs headlon,g. to caprice re.ign'd ;
Impell'd by pas.ion, and with lolly blind.

I WAS lately considering, a.mong other subjects of
.peculation, the new attempt of an universal rep­
ter, an office, in which every man may lodgeaa
account of his superfluities and wants, of whatever
he desires to pnrchase or to sell. My imaginatioll
loon presented to me. the latitude to which this de­
si~n may be extended by integrity and industry, anti
the advantages which may be justly hoped t'rom &

general mart of .inwlligence, when once its repnta­
tWn shall be so established, that neither reproach
Dor fraud shall be fea.red from it; when an applica­
tion to it shall not be censured as the last reSQurCi
of desperation, nor its informations suspected as
the fortuitous .uggestions of men obliged not to ap­
pear ignorant. A place where every. e-Jubcrance
JIlay be dis-charged, and every deficiency supplied;
",!lere every lawful passion may find its gra.tiDca.
tions, and every honest curio.ity receive satisfae­
tioDj where the st~ of a JUtian, PCCllDiul and
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intellectual, aay be brought together, and wbere
all conditions of humanity may hope to find relief,
plea5ure, and accommodation; must equally deserve
the attention of the merchant and philosopher, of
him who mingles in the tumnlt of business, and him
who only livell to amuse bimself witb the various
employments and pursuits of others. Nor will it be
In uninstructing tichool to the greatest masters of
method and di~patch, if such multiplicity can be
preserved from embarrassment, and such tumult
from inaccuracy.

While I was concerting this splendid project, and
filling my thoughts with its regulation, its COli veRi.
encies, its variety, and its consequences, 1 sunk gra.
dnally into slumber: but the same images, though
less di5tinct, still continued to float uponjlJJY fancy.
I perceived myself at the gate of an immense edilice,
where innumerable multitudes were passing without
confusion; eyery face on whieh I fixed my eyes,
.eemed settled in the contemplati{)u 6£ some import..
ant purpo~e, and every foot was hastened by eager..
ness :md expectation. I followed the crowd with.
out knowing whither I should be drawn, and re.
mained a while in the unpleasing state of an idler,
where all other beings were bnsy, giving place every
lUoment to those who had more importance in their
hoks. Ashamed to stand ip;norant, Rnd afraid to
ask questions, ·at Ja.'lt I saw a lady sweeping by me,
Whom, by the quickness of her eyes, the agility of
her steps, and a mixture of levity and impatience,
I knew to be my long-loved protectress, CURIOSI.

TY. "Great ~oddess," said I, "may thy votary
c; be permitted to im plore thy favour; if tbou bast
•. been my directress from the first dawn of .reason ;
c; if I ha\-e followed thee through tbe maze of lif~

" with invariable fidelity i if I han: turned to evert

, ..
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" new call, and quitted at thy nod 0116 pursuit for
" another; if I have never. stopped at the invita­
" tiOns of fortune, nor forgot thy authority in the
f' bowers of pleasure; inform me now whither
f' chance has conducted me."

" Thou art now," replied the s,miling power,
f' in the presence of JUSTICE, and of TRUTH, whom
" the father of gods and men has sent down to re­
" gister the demands and .pretensions of mankind,
" that the world may at last be reduced to order,
" and that none may complain hereafter of bein3
~, doomed to tasks for which they are unqualified,
" of possessing faculties for which they cannot find
" employment, or virtues that languish unobserved
~, for want of o,pportuuities to eJ;ert them, of be­
f' ing encumbered with superfluities which they
f' would willingly resign, or of wasting away in
'" desires which ought to be satisfied. JUSTICE iJ
" now to examine (,'Yery man's wishes, and TRUTJI

" is to record them; let us approach, and observe
" the progress of this great transaction."

She tilen moved forward, a"d TRUTH, who knew
ller among the most faithful of her followers, beck­
oned her fo advance, till we were placed near the
seat of JUSTICE. The first who required the assist­
ance of the office, came forward with a slow pace,
and tumour of dignity, and shaking a weighty purse
in his hand, demanded to be registered by TRUTH,

as the M~CENAS of the present age, the chief en­
courager of literary merit, to whom men of learn­
ing and wit might apply in any exigence or distress
with certainty of succour. JUSTICE very mildly in­
quired, whether he had calculated the expense of I

I,Iuch a declaration? 'Whether he had been inform­
~d what number of petitioners would swarm about
'.i~. ~ "Whethl!f he coulq distinguiBh idleneas and
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lIegligence from ralamity, ostentation (rom know~

ledge, or l'fvacHy from wit l To these question.
he teemed not well provided with a reply, but re.
peated his desire to be recorded as a patron. Jus.
TICE then offercd to register his proposal on these
~onditions, that he should never suffer himself to be
llattered; that.he should never delay an audience
'Vhen he had nOihing to do; and that he should
nevir encourage followers without intending to re~

ward them. These terms were too hard to be ac.
cepted; for what, said he, is the el~d of patronage,
but the pleasure of reading dcdkatiolls, holding
multitudes in suspense, and enjoying their hopes, •
their fears, and their anxiety, flattering them to as.
sic!lIity, and, at last, dismissing them for impati.
ence? J tJSTICE heard his confession, and ordered
Iii. name to be posted upon the gate among cheatl
and lfobbers, and publick nuisances, which aU wtlre
by that notice warned to avoid.

Another required to be made knowD as the dis.
tovCI"er of a new art of education, by which Ian.
guages and schmces might be taught to all capaci.
ties, and all inclinations, without fear of punish.
ment, pain of confinement, loss of any part of the
~ay mien of ignorance, or any obstruction of the
De(;qjsary pro~ress in dress, d'ancing, or cards. .

JUSTICE and TRUTH did not trouble this great
adept with many inquiries; but finding his addres.
awkward and his speech barbarous, ordered him to
'be registered as a tall fellow who wanted employ_
ment, and might sene in any post where the know­
ledge of reading and wrHiof, was not required.

A man of a 'Very gra\'c and philo8ophick aspect,
required notice to be given of his intention to set
out, a certain day, on a submarine vOJ'age, and of
Ilia willingness iu -take in pllsscDgers for no more
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1111~nldonble the price at which theymightsail abaTe
water. His desire was granted, and. he retired to a
£on"enient stand, itt expectation of filling his ship~

and growiogrich in a short time by the secrecy,
safety, and expedition of the passage.

Another deSciced to advertise the curious, that h.
iJad, fer the advancement of true knowledge, con­
trived an eptical instruJIlent, by which those who
laid OHt t.heir industry on memorials of the changes
of tht' wind, might observe tbe direction of the wea­
ther-cocks 011 the hitberside of the lunar world.

Another wishpd to be known as the author of an
inveu~ion, by which cities or kingdoms might be
made warm in winter by a single fire, a kettle, and
pipe. Another bad a vehicle by which a man migbt
bid defiance to floods, and continua floating in an
inundation, without any inconvenience, till the wa­
ter should subside. JUSTICE considered these pro­
jects as of no importance but to tbeir authors, and
therdore scarcely condescended to examine them;
but TRUTH refused to admit them into the register.

Twenty different pretenders came in one hour to
give notice of an universal medicine, by wbich all
diseases might be cured or prevented, and life pro­
tracted beyomt the age of Nestor. But JUSTICE

informed them, that one universal medicine was sur.
ficient, and she should delay the notification.tillsh.
iaW wbo could longest preserve his own life.

A thQusand otber claim~ and offers were exhibit.
ed and eXlu~ined. I remarked, among this might!
multitude, that, of intellt:ctual advantages, many
had great exuberance, and fliw confessed any want;
of Cl'ery art there were a hundred professors for &

single pupil; but of other attainments, such 1Ii
riches, honours, and preferments, I found nODlI

that had, too IUuch, ~ut thou,sands and ten thou...
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5ands that thought themselves entitled t6 a larger
di.,idend.

It often happened, that all misers, and women
married at the close of life, advertised their want
of children; nor was it uncommon for those who
had a numerous offspring, to give notice of a ion or
daughter to be spared; but, though appearances
promised well on both sides, the bargain seldom
succeeded; for they soon lost their inclination to
adopted children, and proclaimed their intentions to
promote some scheme of publ~ck charity: a thou­
sand proposals were immediately made, among which
they hesitated till death precluded the decisioR.

As I stood looking on this scene of confusion,
TRUTH condescended to ask me, what was my busi.
ness at her office? I was struck with the unex.
pected qu~tion, and awaked by my efforts to an.
nver it.

N· 106. S~TURDAY}MARCH 23, 1751.

OpiniDmlm comment.. delet die., fI/ltUrejudici.. crmfirma',
CIC.

Time obliterates the fictions of opinion, and confirms the
decisions ofnature. '

IT is necessary to the success of flattery: that it be
a~commodated to partieular circumstances or cha­
racters, and enter the heart on that side where the
passions stand ready to receive it, A lady seldom
listens with attentioD to uy praise but that of her
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beauty; a merchant always expect. to hear of his
influence at the bank, his importance on the ex­
change, the height of his credit, and the extent of
his traffick: and the author will scarcely be pleased

. without lameD tations of the neglect of learning, the
conspiracies a.;ainst genius, and the slow pragre:;;;
of merit, or some praises of the magnanimity of
those who encounter poverty and contempt in the
cause of knowledge, and trust for the reward of
their labours to the judgment and gratitude of pos.
terity.

An assurance of unfadinll; laurels, and immortal ­
reputation, is the settled reciprocation of civility be.
tween amicable writer!!. To raise monumellts more
durable than brass, and mo,.e compicuous than py­
ramids, has been long the common boast of litera.
ture; but, among tne innllDlerab.lc architects that
erect columns to themselves, far the greater part, I

either for want of durable mat.Jrials, or of art to
dispose them, s~e their edifices perish as they are
towering to completion, and those few that for a
while attract the eye of mankind, are generally
weak in the fouada.tion, and llooDsink. by tile ups
of time.

No place affords a more striking conviction of
the vanity of human hopes, than a publick library;
(or who can see the-wall crowded on every side by
mighty volumes, the works of laborious meditation,
and accurate inquiry, nnw s~reely known but by I

the catalogue, and preserved only to "inctease the
pomp of learning, without considering how many
J,.ours have been· wasted in vain endeavours, hfJll'
often imagination has a.nticipated the praises of fu­
turity, how many statues haTe risen to the eye of
Tanity, how many ideal COIlTerts have elevated zeal,

. Jaow oftea wit hal exulted. in: the etaual iDfaml,f
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his antagonists, and dogmatism hag delighted in the
p-adual adTallr.es of his authority, the immutabilitr
Ilf bis decrees, and the perpetuity of his llOwer?

--- 1\"011 u"'lU4m dedit
Documei/ttlfor. majora, q>tamiTagili IoCII'

St<U'ellt superbi.

Insulting chance ne'er cail'd with,louder voice.
On IweJhug mortal. to be proud no worc.

Of the innumerable authors whose perforinanCMI
are thus tteasured up in magnificent obscurity, most
are forgotten, because they ne,er deserved to be re­
membered, and owed the honour! which they once
obtained, not to judgment or to genius, to labour 01'

to art, but to the' prejudice of faction, the strata­
gem of intrigue, or the servility of adulation.

Nothing is more common than to find mCIl whose
Yorks are now totally neglectcd, mentioned with
prailMlll by their contemporaries, as the oracles of
tbeir age, and the legislators of science. Curiosi.
ty is naturally excited, their yolumcs aftcr long in.
quiry are found, but seldom reward the labour of
the search. Every period of time has produced thcsa
bubbles of artificial fame, which are, kept up a white
by the breath of fashion, and then break at once.
and are annihilated. The leamed often bewail the
loss of ancient writers whose characters have sur­
Tived their works; but, perhaps, if we could now
retrieve them, we shonld nnd them only the Gran.
villes, Montague!, Stepneys, and Sheffields of their
time, and wonder by what infatuation or caprice
they could be raised to notice.

It cannot, howel'er, be deuied that many haT.
I1lnk iato oblivion, whom it were unjust to nom.
ller with this dalpic:able clau. Variout ~inds.of ij,..

YOL. V. ~
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terary' faine seem destined to various measures of
duration. Some spread into exuberance with a .,ery
speedy growth, but soon wither and decay; some
rise more slowly, but last long. Parnassus bas its
flowers of transient fragrance, as Wl,lI as its oaks of
towering beight, and its laurels of eternal verdure.

Among those whose reputation is exhaustt.'d in a
sbort time by its own luxuriance, are the writers who
take advantage of present incidents or characten
which 'strongly interest the passions, and l'ngage
universal attention. It is not difficult to obtain
readers, when we disc:uss a question "\\hich every
one is desirous to understand, whichis debated in
every assembly, and has di",ided the nation into par.
ties; I>r when we display the faults or virtues of
him whose public conduct has made almo't every
man his enemy or his friend. To the quick. circu­
lation of such productions all the motiyes of interest
and vanity. concur; thedisputantenlargcs his know.
ledge, the zealot animates his passion, and every
man is desirous to inform himself concerning affairs
so vehemently agitated and variously repres~nted.

It is scarcely to be imagined, through how many
subordinations of interest the ardour of party is dif.
'fused; and what multitudes fancy themselves affect.
ed by every satire or pant'gyrick on a man of emi.
nence. Whoever has, at any time, taken occasiou
to mention him with praise or blame, whoever hap­
pens to love or hate any of his adhereBts, as he
wishes to confirm his opinion, and to strengthen his
party, will diligently peruse every paper from which .
he can hope for sentiments like his own. An ob. i

ject, however small in itself, ifplaced near to tbe eye,
will engross all the rays of light; "lI.lld a transaction,
however trivial, swells into importance when it
presses immediately on our attention. He that shall I
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peruse the political pamphlets of any past reign, will
wondcr· why they were so eagerly read, or so loud.
ly praised. Many of the.performances which had
power to inflame factio,Jls, and fill a kingdom with
confusion, have now very little cilect upon a frigid
critick; and the time is coming, when the compo.
sitions of later hirelings ~halllie equally despised.
In proportion as those who write on temporary
subjects are exalted above their merit at first, they
are afterwards depressed below it; nor -can the
brightest elegance of diction, or most artful subtilty
of reasoning, hope for so much esteem from those
whose regard is no longcr quickened by curiosity or
pride. .

It is, indeed, the fa.te of controvertists, even
when they contend for philosophical or theological
truth, to be soon laid aside and slighted. Either
the question is decided, and there is 110 more place
for doubt and opposition, or mankind despair of
lInderstanding it; and growing weary of disturbance,
content them.selves with quiet ignorance, and refuse
to he llarasscd with labours which they have no hopes
of recompensing with knowledge.

The authors' of new discoveries ma.y snrely ex..
peet to be reckoned among those whose writings
are secure ofveneratiori: yet it often happens that
the general reception of a. 40ctrine obscures the.
books in which it was delivered. When any tenet
is generally received and adopted as an incontro.,
vertible principle, we seldom look bac·k to the ar.
guments upon which it was first established, or can.
bear that tediousness of deduction, and multiplicity
of evidence, by which its authQr was forced to re.
concile it to prejudice, and fltrtify it in the weaknCllI
of novelty against.obstinllcy and envy.

T2
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It ill well known how much of OUT philosophy il

deI:ived from Boyle's discovery of the qualities of the
air; yet of those who now' adopt or enlarge his
theory, very few have read the detail of his experi.
ments. His name is, indeed, reverenced; but hil

works are neglected~ we are contented to know,
that he conquered his opponents, witheut inquiring
what cavils were produced against him, or by what
proofs they were confuted.

Some writers apply themselves to studies 'bound.
less and inexhaustible, as experiments in natural
philosophy. These are always lost in successive
compilations, as new advances arc made, a.nd former
observations become more familiar. Others spend
their lives in remarks on language, or ex planations
of antiquities, and only afford materials {or lexico.
graphers and commentators, who arc themselves
overwhelmed by subsequent collectors, that equally
destroy the memory of their predecessors by ampli.
fication, transposition, or contraction. Eve."y new
.ystem of nature gives birth to a swarm of exposi­
tors, whose business is to explain and illustrate it,
and who can hope to exist no longer than the
founder of their sect preserves his reputation.
. There are, indeed, few kinds of composition frolll
which an author, however learned or ingenioU5,
can hope a long continuance of fame. He who bas
carefully studied human natllre, and can well de.
lIcribe it, may with most reason flatter his ambition.
.Bacon, among all his pretensions to the re!!:ard of
posterity, seems to have pleased himself chiefly with
his }~ssays, which come home to men's business WId

bosoms, and of which, therefore, he declares his
expectation, that they witt iit'c as long as books
lest. It may,. however, latisfy au hQDc~t and be...
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nevolcDt mind to bave been useful, though less con.
spicuous; nor will he that extcnds his hope to
higher rewards, be so much anxious to obtain praise,
as to discharge the duty which Providence as.igm
Mm. .

N° i07. TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 1751.

Alternis igitUT contendere I·erribus ambo
Ccrpe,.e: altern.. In'''''' m~minjsse valebant. VIRG.

On themes alternate now the sWflins recite j

The muses in alternate themes delight. ELPHINSTON.

AMONG tbe various censures, which the unavoid.
able comparison of my performances with those of.
my predecessors has produced, there· is none more
general than that of unif'Ormity. Many of my
readers remark the want of those changes of co.
lours, which formerly fed the attention with un.­
exhausted Ilovltlty, and of that intermixture of sub.
jects, or alternation of mauner, by which other
writers relieved weariness, and awakened expecta.
tion. •

I have, indeed, hitherto avoided the practice of
lmiting gay and solerim subjects in the same paper,
because it seems absurd for an author to counteract
him'Self, to press at Once with equal force upon both,
parts of the intellectual balance, ·or give medicines,
'which like the double poison of Dryden, destroy the
force of one another. I have endeavoured some.
-time, to divert, and sometimes welevate; but haYS'

.. . .. 'IJ'. -
, .
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imagined it an useless attempt to disturb merriment
by solemnity, or interrupt seriousness by drollery.
Yet { shall this day publish two letters of very dif.
ferent tendency, which [ hope, like tragi-comedy,
may chance to please even when they are not cri~

cally approved.

TO THE RAMBI.ER•.

DEAn SIR,

TUOUGH, as my mamma tells me, I am too young
to talk at the table, I have great pleasure in listen.
ing to the conversation of learned m,en, especially
when they discourse of things which I do not un·
derstand; and have, therefore, been of late particu.
larly delighted with many disputes about the alter.
ation oj the stile, which, they say, is to be made
by act of parliament.

One day when my mamma was gOI)8 out of the
room, I asked a very great scholar what the stile
was? He told me, he was afraid I should hardly
understand him when' he inrormed me, that it was
the stated and establi&hed method of computing time.
It was not, indeed, likely that I should uuderstand
him; for I never yet knew time computed in my
life, nor can imagine why we should. be at so muc~

trouble to count what we cannot keep. He did not
tell me whether we are to count the time past, or
the time to come; but I have considered them both
by myself, and think it lIS foolish to connt time that
is gone, as money that is spent; and as for the time
wbich is to come, it only seems farther off by count.
ing; and, therefore, when any pleasure is promised
me, I always think of the time as little as 1 can.

I have since listened very attentively to everyone
that talked upon the subject, of whom the greater
'&I't seem DOt to underi&aDd it better ~~ mYleJJ:;
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(or thougb they oCten bint how mudl tbe l!atiDn baa
been mistaken, and rejoice tbat we are at last grow_
ing wiser than our anCeJitors, I have never been abl~

to discover from them, that any body has died sooner·
or been married later for counting time wrong.
and, therefore, I began to fancy that there was a
ljred bustle with little consequence.

At last two friends of my papa, ,Mr. Cycle, and
Mr. Starlight, being, it seems, both of high learning"
and able to make an almanack, bt--gan to talk abou~

the new stile. Sweet Mr. Starlight-I am sure I
.halliove his name as long as I live; for he told Cyd15
roundly, with a fierce look, that we should never
be right without 'a !fear of confusion. Dear Mr.
RAMllLER, did y011 ever hear any thing so charm•.
ing? a whole year of confusion! \\'hen there hal
been a rout at mamma's, I have thought one night
of confufion worth a thousand nights of rest; ami
if I can but see a year of confusion, a whole fear.
of cards in one room, and dancings in another, here
a feast, and there a masquerade, and pIa,s, and
coacbes, .and hurries, anli messages, and milliners,
and raps at the door, and dsits, and frolicks, and
new fashions, I shall not care what they do with
the nst of the time, nor whether they count it by
the old stile or the new; for I am rC.!lolved to break
loose fr.om the nursery in the tumult, and play my
part among the rest; and it will be strange if. I can.
Dot get a husband and a chariot in the year of con.
fllllwn. .

Cycle, whQ is neither so young nor so handsome
as Starlight, very gravely maintained, that all the .
perplexity may be avoided by leaping over eleven
days in the reckoning; and indeed, if it should
come only to this, I think the new stile is a de.
li&htful thini; fur my IIIlUIUIl& aays 1 shall go to
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court when I am sixteen, and if they can but con.
trive oftcn to leap over cleven dals together, the
months of restraint will soon be at an end. It is
Btrange, that with all the plots that havc been laid
against time, they could never kill it by act of par.
liament before. Dear Sir, if lOU have any yote or
interest, get them b!lt for once to destroy elenn
months, and then 1 shall be as old as some married
ladies. nut this is desired only if you think they
will not comply \\~ith Mr. Starlight's scheme; for
nothing surcly could please'me like a year of con·
fusion, when I shall no longer be fixed this hour to
my pen, and the next to my needle, or wait at home
for the dancing.master one day, and the next for
the musick-master, but run from ball to ball, and
from drum to drum; and spend all my time without
tasks, and without acconnt, and go out without
telling whither, and come horne without regard to
l?rescribed houri, or family-rules.

I am, SIR,
Your humble sernnt,

PROPERANTJA.

VR. BAMBJ.ED,

I WAS seized this moming with an unusual pensive.
ness, and, finding that books only served to heighten
it, took a ramble into the fields, in hopes of relief
and indgoration from the keenness of the air and
brightness of the sun.

As I wandered wrapped up in thought, my eyes
'Were struck with the hospital for the reception of
deserfed infants, which 1 surveyed with pleasure,
till, by a natural train of sentiment, I began to
reftect on the fate of the mothers. For to what
shelter can they fly? Only to the arms of their be­
trayer, which perhaps are now no longer open w,
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receive them; and then how quick must be the'
transition from deluded virtue to shameless guilt;
and from shameless. guilt to hopeless wretchedness?

The anguish that I felt, left me no rest till I had,
by your means, addressed myself to the publick on
behalf of those forlorn creatures, the women Of the
town, whose misery here might satisfy the most rioo
gorous censor, and whose participation of our com­
mon n1tl1re might surely induce us to endeavour, at
least, their preservation from eternal punishment.

These were all once, if not virtuous at least in_
Bocent; and might still have continued blameless
and easy, but for the arts and insinuations of those
whose rank, fortune, or education, furnis-hed them
with mCans to corrupt or to delude them. Let the
libertine renect a moment on the situation of that
woman, who, being forsaken by her betrayer, is re.
dllced to the necessity of tnrning prostitute for'
bread, and jndge of the enonnity of his guilt by the
evils which it produces. _

It cannot be doubted but that numbers follow
this dreadful course of life, with shame, horrour,
and regret; IJut where can they hope for refuge?
" 1'he world is not their friend, llor the world',
lar"." Their siglls, and tears, and groaos, are cri.
minal in the eye of their tyrants, the hully and the
bawd, who fatten on their m,isery, and threaten
them witb want or agaol, if they show the least de-i
sign of escapin~ from their bondage.

" To wipe all tears from off all faces," is a task
too hard for mortals; bllt to alleviate misfortunes i8
orten within the most limited power: yet the op.
portunitie9 which every day affords of relieving the
most wretched of human beings are overlooked and
neglected, with equal disregard of poliey and good,
nesi.
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There are places, indeed, set apart, to which
tJiese unhappy creatures may resort, when the dis.
eases of incontinence seize upon them; but if they
obtain a cure, to what are they I'educed? Either
to return with the small remains of beauty to theit i

former guilt, or perish in the streets with nakedness
_and hun/(er•

. How frrquently have the gay and thoughtless, in
fueir evening frolicks, seen a band of these miserable
females, covered with rags, shivering with cold, and
pining with hunger; and, withfut either pitying
their calamities, or reflecting upon the cruelty of
those who perhaps first seduced them by caresses of
fondness, or magaificence of promises, go on to reo
duce others to the same wretchedness by the sarno
means?

To stop the increase of tllis deplorable multitude,
is undoubtedly the first and most pressing consider.
ation. To prevent evil is the great end of govern·
ment, the end for which vigilance and severity are
properly employed. But surely those whom pas.
sion or interest haTe already depraved, have some
claim to compassion, from beings equally frail and
fallible with themselves. N or wilt they long groan
in their present afflictions, if none were to refuse
them relief, but those that owe their exemption from
the same distress only to their wisdom and their vir.
tue. I am, &c.

J\JIU(;I1S,
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-
--- Sapere aude.

Iflcipe. Vivendi Tecte quJ prOTQgat hora.m.
Rwticus expectat dum cJ.cjIuat amlli~: at ilu.
Labitur, ef' /ubeturi.n DIOne ~0lubili8 d:v\tm.

Begin, be bold. and ventnre to be wise;
He who defers his work from day to day,
Does on II river's bank expecting stay,
1'111 the ",hole .tream, which st0l'p'd him, should be goner,
That rullS, and a. It rUllS, for ever will run 011.

CowLET.

AN ancient p~et, unreasonably discontented at the
present state of things, wbich his system of opinions
obliged him to represent in its worst form, has ob.
served of the earth, " that its greater part is cover.
"ed by the uninhabitable ocean; that of the rest
" some i9 encumbcrad with naked mountains, amI
" some lost under barrell sands; so~e scorched
" with unintermitted heat, and, some petrified with
"perpetual frost; so that only a few regions re­
" main for the production of fruits, and the pasture
" of cattle, and the accommodation of man."

Tae same observation may be transferred to the
time allotted us in our prescnt state. When we
hare deducted all that is absorbed in sleep, all that
is inevitably appropriated to the demands of na.ture,
or irresistiuly ellgros>cd by the tyranny of r,.ustom·;
all that passes in regulating the superticial decora­
tions of lifo, or is ,ivca up in th~ rccipr<,1cationil of
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civility to the disposal of others; all that is tom
from us by the violence of disease, or stolen imper.
ceptibly away by lassitude and languor; WOe shall
find that part of our duration very small of which
we can truly call ourselves masters, or \vhich we
can spend wholly at Qur own choice. Many of
eur hours are lost in a r"tation of petty car{~s, in a
constant recurrence of the same employments;
many of our provisions for ease or happiness are
always exhauste~ by the present day; and a great
part of our existence serves no other purpose, than
that of enabling us to enjoy the rest.

Of the few moments which are left in our dispo­
sal, it may reasonably be expected, that we should
be so frugal, as to let none of the~ slip from us
without some equinlent: and perhaps it might be
found, that as the earth, however· straitened by I

rocks. and wateN, is capable of producin~ more
than all its inhabitants are able to consume, our !

lives, though much contracted by incidental distrac­
tion, would yet afford us a large space vacant to
-the exercise of reason and virtue;' that we' want
110t time, but diligence; for great performances;
and that we squander much of our allowance, even
while we think it sparing and insufficient.

This natural and necessary comminution of our
lives, perhaps, often makes us insensible of the neg­
ligence with· which we suffer them to slide away.
We never consider ourselves as possessed..t once of
time sufficient for any great design, and therefo~ I

indulgo ourselves in fortuitous amnsements. \\.
think it unnecessary to take an account of a few su­
pernumerary moments, which, however employed,
could hare produced little advanlage, and which
were expo8ed to a thousand ,hanCtl6 of dilturbutll&
aad intetruptioll.
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It is observable that, either by nature Or by ha- .
bit, our faculties arc fitted to images of a certain ex­
tent, to which we· adjust great things by divisiolJ,
and little things by accumulation. Of extensive sllo4'­
faces we can only take a survey, as the parts suc­
ceed one another; and atoms we cannot. percei"e
till they are united into masses. Thull we break
the vast periods of tim~ into centuries and years;
and thus, if we would ~ow tb~ amount. of mo­
ments, we mWlt agglomerate them into day& alli61
weeks.

The proverbial oracles of our paesiaonious anc:es..
tors have iuformed us, that, the fatal waste of for­
tune is by small expenses, by the profuoliioo. of suIDtl
too little singly to alarm our caution, and which
we never suff~r ourselves to consider together. or
the same kind is the pro.digality of life; he that
hopes to look back hereafter with satisfaction upon
past years., must learn to know the present value or
single minutes, and endeavour to let no particle of
time raU useless to the ground.

It is usual for those who are advised to the attain.
ment of any new qualification, to look upon them­
~elves as required tq change the general course of
their conduct, to dismiss bWliness, and exclude pIe...
sure, and to devote their days and nights to a parti­
cular attention. Buf all common degrees of excel­
lence are attainable at a lower price; he that should.
steadily a.n~ resolutely assign to -tWy 8Cience or lan­
guage those interstitia.l vacancies which intervene i•.
the.1D03t crowded variety of diversion or employ..
ment, would find every day new irradiation. of
knowledge, and discover how much more is to be
hoped from frequency~ perseverance, than frOID
,iuleat e1Tortll aud ~udd~u. desires; 4Jjfgru w.b.icl& uti

V-oL. ~. u
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leoR l'emitte(l" when they encounter difficulty, and
desires, which, if they are indulged too often, will
sbake o.fftlte authority of reason, and range capri.
citMUly from one object to another•
. The difipositioQ to defer every important design

to a time of leisure, and a state..of settled uniformi.
ty, •proceeds 'g'enerally from a false estimate of the
human. Powers. If we except thQse gigantick and
swpendouli totelligences who are said to grasp a sys.
tem·by.iDtUition, and bound forward from one se.
ries of eOD~lusionsto another, without regular steps
through intermediate pl"opositions, the most success·
ful students make their advances in knowledge by
mort tljghts, between e;Lc!1 of which the mind may
lie at rest. .For every single act of progression a
,hort·time is sufficient; and' it is only necessary,
that wheaever that time is afforded, it be well em·
ployed.

J<'ew mind!! will be long confined to seve.re and la·
Itorious meditatioll; aod when a successful attack
on knowledge has been made, the student recreates
bimself with the contemplation of his conquest, and
.forbears another i~cursion, till the new-acquired
truth has become familiar, IUld his c.uriosity calls
upon bim for fresh gratifications. Whether the
time of intermission is spent in company, or in so·
litUde, in necessa~y business, o.r ill voluntary levi.
ties, the anderstandillg is equally abstracted frOID
the object of inquiry; .bot perhaps, if i~ be detained
by occupations less pleasing, it returns lIgain to
.1Itndy ",ith greater alacrity, than when it is gluttcd
with ideal pleasures, and surfeited with intempcr.
'alice of application. He that will not sutler him­
welf to be cfuconraged bf fancied impossibilities, maf
'aOmetimetJ I4td Jiia abilities iuvigoratlld by the necCli-

•
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Ilify of exerting· them in short intervals, u the force
of a current is increased by the contraction of ita
channel.

From some cause like this it has probably pro­
ceeded, tbat among those who haTe contributed to
the advancement of learning, many haTe· risen to
eminence in oppos:tion to all the obstacles which
external circumstances could place in their way,
amidst the tumult of budncss, the distresses of po­
,"erty, or the dissipations of a wandering and Ult­

settled state. }. great part of the ~ife of E~mllS

was one continual peregrhiation; ill iupplied with
the gifts of fortune, am~ led from city to city, and
from kingdom to·kingd"om, by Hie hopes of patrons
and prefer~ent, )lopes which always flattere~ and
always deceIved him; he yet found meaD!, by un.
shaken constancy, and a vigilant improvement of
those hours, which, in the midst of the most rest.
less activity, will remain unengaged, to write more
than another in the same condition would have
hoped to read. ~ompe\led by ~ant to attendance
and solicitation, aod so much versed in corimlon life,
that he has transmitted to us the most perfect deli.
neation of the manners of his age, he joined to hi,­
k.nowledge of the world, such appliCation to bOoks,
that he will stand for ever in the first rank of lite_
rary heroes. flow this proficiency was obtained he
sufficiently discovers, by infonning us, that the
Praise of Fotly, one of liis- 'most celebrated per.
formances, was composed fly him on the road to
Italy; ne totum illlid tempus quo ciquo luit inside,,­
dum, iltiteratis fabulis terrcrctur, lest the hours
which he was obliged to spcllll on horseback shou14
be tattled away withollt regard to titerature.

An ltalian philQsQpher expr~sed in his motto,
tqat timfJ was his estate; an estilote indeed, whi,*

u2
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will produee 'nothing without' cultivation, but will
always abund~ntly repay the labours of industry,
and satisfy the most extensive desires, if no part of
'it be suffered to lie waste by negligt:nce, to be over·
run with noxious plants, or laid out for sbow ra­
tlaer than for use.

Ne 109. TUESDAY, APRIL i, 1751.

• •
Cratum est, qll.Od patri« civnn popu/<JqUe dedUt4
Sifacis, ut [latrite sit idoneus. utilis a~.".is.

Utilis et bel/Olourn, et pacis rebus agl'lUiu,
Plunmu.m t1,im intM't1'iC, 9uiblll a,'cib.." fit quiblu h""e til
Jforibus imtituas. JuY.

Grateful the gift! a member 10 the state,
If you that member useful shall create;
TIain'd both to war, and, when the Wl\J' shall cease,
As fond, as fit t' improve the arts of peace.
l'ormuch it boot. which wlIJ' you train your boy,
~'he hOFeful object of.,your future joy. EL.'HINSTOII,

TO THE RA:'oIBLER.

IIR,

T HOUGH you seem to haye taken a''View sufficient­
ly extensive. of the miseries of life, and have em·

.ployed much of your speculation on mournful sub­
jects, you have not yet exhausted the whole stock.
of human i»feJicity. There is still & species of
~retchedness which escapes YP'Jr obserntion,
though it might supply you with mlUlY sage Ie­

,lDarks, and sa.lutary cautiODll.
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I cannot but imagine the start of atteJl,tion awak­
ened by this welcome hint ; and at this instant see
the Rambler snuffing h~s candle, Tubbing his spec.
tacles, stirrin~ his fire, locking out interruption,
and settling 'himself in his easy chair, that he may
enjoy a new calamity without disturbance. Fot,
whether it be that continued sickness or misfortune
has acquainted you only with tQe bitterness of be...
ing; or that YOll imagine nonebllt yourself able to
discover what I suppose has beeI\ and felt by all the
inhabitants of the world: whethell you Intend your
writings as antidotal to the levity and merrimprrt
with which YQur rivals endeavour to attract the fa­
vour of t,lJe publick; or fancy that you have some
partiClllar powers of dolorous declam~tion, and
~arfJte out your groans with uncommon elegance o'r
energy; it is certain that, whatever be your subject,
melancholy for the most part bursts in upon your
'peculation, your gaietY is quicIsly oTercast; and,
though' your readers m~y be flattered with 'hopes of
pleasantry,thcy aJ,"e seldom dismisllcd but with heavy
hearts. .

That I may therefore g~tify yon with an imita­
tion of your own ~Ylla.bles of sadness, I will inform
you, that I was condemned by some disastrous in..
iluence to be an only son, born to the apparent
prospect of a large fltrtune, and allotted to my pa.,
rents at that time of life; when satiety of common
diversion;; allows tbe mind to indulge parental alfec-:
tion with greater intenseness. My birth was cele..
brated by the tenants with feasts, and dances, and
b&j!;pipe8: congratulations were sent from every fa.
mily within ten miles round; and my parents dis.
covered in my nrst c~ies such tokens of future vi,.
tue and understanding, that they declared them.,
lelves determined to d~vote the relJl$ing part ef .

u~
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.life to my happiness and the increase of their
ClIItate.

The abilities of my father and mother were not
perceptibly unequal, and education had given nei.
ther much advantage over the other. They had
both kept good company, rattled in chariots, glit­
tered in playhouses,. and danced at court, and were
both expert in the games tllat were in their time
called in as auxiliaries against the intrusion of
tbougJ;1t. •

When theTe is such a parity between two pe1'llOni
associated fOT life, the dejection which the husband,
if he be not completely stupid, must always sulfer
fOT want of superiority, sinks him to submiiSive­
.ness. My mamma thereforegovemed 'he family
witbout controul; and except that my father still
retained some authority in tht} stabl~, and, now
and then, after a supcrnumef!l.ry bottle, broke a
looking.glassor china dish to prove his sovereignty,

~ the whole course of the year was regulated by h~r

direction, the servlUlts received from her all their
orders, and the tenants were continuld or dismissed
at her discretion.

She therefore tJwught hlH'Hlf entitled to tq suo
perintendanceof her 80n's education; and when my
father, at the instigation of the parsoD, faintly pro.
posed that I should be sent to.school, very positite­
Iy told him, that she should not suffer 80 fine a child
to be Tninel!; that &he never knew any boys at a
grammar.school that could come into a room with.
out blushing, or sit at the table without some awk.
ward uneasine&S; that they were always putting
them~elves into danger hy boilterous plays, or vi.
tiating. their behaviour "ith mean company j - and
that, for her- part, she wonld rath~r follow me to
the graYe, than see me teal' my clothes, and hang

•
•
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down my head, and sneak about with dirty shoes
and blotted finger"l my hair unpowdered, and my
hat uncocked.

My father, who had no othel' end ·in his propo­
sal tban to appear wise and manly, soon acquiclced,
since I was not to-live by my learning; for indeed
he had known very few students that had not some
stiffness in their manner. They therefore agreed,
tllat a clomestick tutor should be procured, and
hired an honest gentleman of mean comersation 8Jld
narrow sentiments, lJut whom, having passed the
common forms of literary education, they implicitly
concluded qualified to teach all that was to be
learited from alicholar. He thought himself suffici.
ently exalted by being placed at the same table with
bis pupil, and had no other view than to perpetuate
his felicity by the utmost flexibility of submission to
all my mother's opimons and capt'iccs. He fre­
quently took away my book, lest I should mope
with too much application, charged me never. to
write"without turning up my rullles, and generally
brushed my coat before he dismisaed me into the
parlour.

&e had no occasion to complain .of too burdcn­
lome an employment; for my mother very judici­
ously conllidered, that I was not likely to grow
politer in bis company, and suffered me not to pasi

I any more· .time in his apar.tment than my lesson re­
quired.. 'Vllen I was 8ummoned to lilY task,' sbe
enjoined me not to get any of my tutor's ways, who
was Beldam mentioned before me but for practices
to be ayoided. I was every moment admonishei
not to lean on my chair, Cr.OSll my IC§S, or swing
my hands like my tutor; and once my mother very
.eriously delibe'tated upon his total. dismission, be.
Gue I began, 8be laid, to learn hilJDaJlQcrof



au .'1'0 IlAJJBLU. N° 109.

lltiek.ing on "~ .hat, awl bad hili b~u~ i, wr
,houlder!!, and his .totter in ,my,gait.

Such, hQwever, was her care, that I NCaped aU
tkese depravitiea; and when I was Qnly twehe
years old, had rid myself of every appearauce o!
c1ulliish diffidence; I was celebrated.roulld.the coun·
try for the petulance qf my remll:J:k" lWd the quick.
ness of my replies; 8J}d many a scholar, five years
older than myself, have I dashedjnto confullioll by
the stead:Qleu of my equatenance, silenced by my
readiness of repartee, lIond tortured wjth envy by
the a4dreBS with 'Yhicll I pioked up .. fa.n, preaent­
ed a snuff.box, or received an empty tea-cup.

At fourteen I was completely skille4 in -ll the
nicetiecl of dress, and I coqld Dot only enumerate
~ll the variety of .silks j and distinguish th~ prqdud
of a Freuchloom, but dart my eye throUlh a DIl·

meroue company, and obeerJe eyery delliati~ frqm
the reigning mode. J was universally skilful Ql all
t1ul changes oi expensive tinery ~ but as every oue, ,
they say, bas iomething to w.hi~ he is particularly !

bom, was emidently lwQwing mBruss,?ls lace.
The next year saw me advaqced to the trust an~

power of adjusting the ceremouial of an ~lICBJbly.

All recei'fed their partnen fr.m my baud, and tit
lDe every stranger appl~ed fQl' introduction. My
heart now disdained.t~ instrqctiqRS of a. tutor, w.b!J
was rewar4ed with a sma.lLannuity fOf ,iife, and
left ·me qv.a.lified, in my Qwn opiQion, to gOye~

Plyself. '
In a short time I came to ~on, and..as lIIy1a­

ther was well k.nown among the higher classes of
life, soon obtained admissiou to the most splendid
Ilssemblies an,d most crowded card.tables. Here I
found myself universally caressed and applaoded:
~e ladies praised.the fancy Qf my clot4l:S,. the bem·
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ty of nJy form, and the cortness of my Toiee; en­
deavoured in e.ery place to force themselves to my
notice; and invited, by a thousand oblique solid.
tatiOD9, my attendance to the playhoDse, and my
salutatioM in the park. I was now happy to tile
utmost edent of my conception; I puled every
mommg in dress, every afternoon in visits, and
eYery night in some select assemblies, where neither
care nor kllowledge 'Were sttlfered to molest us.

After a few years, however, these delights be­
came familiar"and I had leisure to look rouDd me
with more attention. I then found that my flatter.
ers had very little power to J'eli~,e the languor of
satiety, or recreate weariness, by "-ried amnse.
ment; and therefore endeavonrecl to enlarge the
sphere of my pleasures, and to try what satisfac.
tion mi§ht be found in the society of men. I will
not deny the mortification with whic:h I perceived,
that every man wbose name I had heard mentioned
with respect, receiV'ed me with a kind of tender.
ness, Dearly bordering on compassion; and that
those wbose reputatiolt was not wen established,
thought it necessary to justify their understandings,
by treating me with contempt. One of these wit.
lings ele.-&ted his cred, by asking me in a fnll coffee.
house the price of patches; and another 'whispered,
that he wondered why miss It'risk did not keep me
that afternoon t6 watch her squirrel.

When I found myself thus hunted from all mas.
culine conversation by tbose who were themselves
barely admitted, ;1 returned to the ladies, and re.
solved to dedicate my life to their service and their
pleasure. Hut I find that I have now lost my
charms. Of those with whom I entered the gay
world, some are married, some have retired, and
1000e have so much changed their opinion, that they



tlcarcely pay any regard to my civilities,' jf there is
~ny other man in the place. The new t1.ight of I

beauties to wham I have m~e my addresses, suffer I

me to pay the treat, and then titter wit~ boys. So
that I now find myself welcome only to a few grave
ladies, who, unacquaiated with all that gives either I

use or dignity to life, are content to· pass their
houl'll between their bed and their cards, without
esteem from the old, or reverence from the young.

I cannot but think, Mr. RAMBLER, that I have
reason to complain; for surely the females ought
to pay some regard to the age of him whose youtb
l"as passed in endeavours to please ~em. They
that encourllJe folly ill- the boy, have no right to
punish it in the man. Yet I find that, though they
lavish their fiNt fondness upon pertness and gaiety,
they SOOI1 trll-nsfer their regard to other qualities,
a.nd ungrll-tefuUy abandon their adorers to 4ream out
~e~r llj,st rears, iII. stupidity and contempt.

. I am, &c.
. FLQBEJf~VLTiS.
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At flobil,Ilietz: domiJIum querenCibw unum
Lux iter est, et clara dies, et gl'atia simplex.
Spem sequimur, gradimurquejide, fruimurquefiLturis.'
Ad qU<£ non venmnt pr~lfntilgauJia t1it~,
Nee Clll'l'Unt plJritu' capt.., IS capieada voillfltas.

PllIlD:&!ITIW"

We thro'this m....e of life one Lord obey;
Whole light and grace unerring, lead the ,yay_
B'y hope a~d faith .ecore of futur~ bliss,
6la<)ly the joys of present life we miss:
For baffled mortals still attempt in vain,
Present arid future bliss at once to gain. F. Ll!wII'.

THAT to please the Lord, and father of the uni.
verse, is the .upreme interest of created and depen­
dent beings, as it is easily proved, has been univer.
sally confessed; and, since all rational agents are
conscious of having neglectlld or violated the duties
prescribed to them, the fear of being rejected, or
punished by God, has always burdened the hlIJllan
mind. The expiation,of crimes, and renovation C1f
the forfeited hopes of divine favour, therefore con.
stitute & large part of every religion.

The various methods of propitiation and atone.
ment which fear and folly have dictated, or artifice
and interest .tolerated in the different parts of the
world, however they may sometimes reproach or
degrade humanity, at least show the general COD.

lent of all ages and nations in their opinion of the
~Iacability of. the divine. nature. That Gvd wi"
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forgive, may, indeed, be established 8! the first
and fundamental truth of religion; for, though the
knowledge of his existence is the origin of philoso.
phy, yet, without the belief of his mercy, it would
have HtUe intluenceu"pon ourltloral conduct. Tbere
could b~ no prospect of enjoying the protection or
regard of him, whom the· least deviation from rec­
titude made inexorable for ever; and every man
would naturally ",ithdraw his thoughts from the
contemplation of a Creator, whom he must consi·
der as a governor too pure to be pleased, and too
severe to be pacified; as an enemy infinitely wise,
and infinitely powerful, whom he could neither de­
ceive, escape, nor resist.

Where there is no hope, there caD bu no endeav­
our. A constant and unfailing obedienee is above :
the reach of terrestrial diligence; and therefore the
progress of life could only have been the natural
descent of negligent despair from crime to crime,
bad not the universaJ. persuasion 'of forgiveness, to
qe obtained by proper means of reconciliation, re- I

called those to the paths of virtue whom their pas- '
siOits had solicited aside; and animated to. new at­
tempts, and firmer perseverance, tho6t~ whom dif­
ficulty had discouraged, or negligence surprised.

In times and regions 80 disjoined from each other,
that there can scarcely be Im~ined any communi­
·ca.tion of sentiments either by. commerce or tradi·
tion, has prevailed a general and uniform &Xpecta­
tion of propitiating God by corporal a.usterities, of
al~ticipating his vengeance by voluntary infiictioDt,
and appeasing hill justice by a speedy and cheerfw
submission to a lelis penalty, when a greater is in­
,curred.

Incorporated minds will alwa.ys feel some inclina­
tion towards extedor acta and ritual observaocef•
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Ideas not repreicnted by seniible objects are fleet..
iDg, nriable, and evanescent. We are not able to
judge of the degree of convicti()n which operated at
any particular time upon our own thoughts, but BI·

it is record~d by. some certain and definite effect.
He that reviews his life in order to determine the
pMbability of his acceptance witb God, if he could
once establish the necessary proportion lJetween
crimes and sufferings, llright secureJy' rest upon hill
performance of the expiation; but, while safety re4
mains the reward ooly of mental purity, he is a1.
ways afraid lest he should decide too soon in hie
own favour, lest he should not have felt the pang&
of true contrition; lest he shOidd mistake satiety
for detestation, or imagine tbat his passions are
subdued when they are only sleeping.

From this natural and reasonable diffidence arose,
in humble aad timorous piety, a disposition to con.
found penance with repentance, to repose gn h04
man determinations, aDd to receiTe from SOJDe jndi4
cial sentence the stated aDd regular assignment of
reconciliatory paill. We are never willing to be
witkout resource: we. seek in the knowledge of
others· a ·succour for ollr own ignorance, and are
ready to trust any that will undertake to di.rect us
when we have no confidence in ourselves.

This deiire to ascertain by some outward'markl
the state of the soul, and this willingness to calm
the COJlscience by some settled method, bave pro..
duct!(l, as they are divertilied in their effects by va­
rious tempers and principles, most of the disquisi­
tions and rules, the doubts and solutions, that hue
embarrused the doctrine of repentance, and per.
plexed temler and flexible minds with innumerable
acruples concerning the necessary measures of liOr­

row, aadllllequate deGrees of sclC.abhorrence;: and
lUL.T. :IE •
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these'rules, cQrrUpted by fraud,. or debued by cr~

dulity, ba..e, by the common resiliency of the m.illd
from one extreme to anotlaer, incited odlers to u
o~n contempt of all snbsidiary ordinaucll!l' all pro..
dential caution, &lid the whole discipliJIe of regu­
lated piety.

Repentance, boweyer ditlcult to be practised, is,
if it be explained without superstition, easily under­
stood. Repe1Cttmce ill the rennquiah11leflt ofany prae­
tice,from the conviction t.at it has offended God.
Sorrow, and fear, ami anxiety, are, properly Jlot
parts, Dut adjuncts of repe"tancc; yet they are ·toe
closely connected with it to be easily separated. ; far
they n<Jt only mark its B.ineerity,but promote HI
efficacy.

No man commits any act of oeg1i~ceor obsti­
Bacy, by wbich hisllafety or happiness in this worlll
is endangered, wi't!{outfeeling the plingency ofTe­
Blurst'. He who is fully con"Vinced, that he 8Uft"ert
by his own failnre, can neyer forbe8:r to trace bllCk.
'bis miscarriage to its fir!!t cause, to 'image tohimBeif
a contrary behaviour, and to form involuntary rc..
'.0lution8 against the like fanlt, even when he 'koOWll
that he sha.1l never again hnethc power of'cemuUb
ting it. Danger, conlridered 'lIsimmioeot, .&tHral_
ly produces such trepidations of impatienee as -18ft
all human means of safet}' behind them: he thfi.t has
once caught an alarm of terrour, is every Moment
aeized with ulleless anxieties, adding OIIe security te
-another, trembling with sudden doul1ts, 'and dis­
tracted by the perpetual occurrence Of new eKpe.
dients. If,tberefore, he whose crimes hllVe ·de­
,prived him of the fa1'4Jur of God, can 'raftect upoa
his condnct without distnrbance, or ean at will
banish the reflection; if he who considers himself _
.,usp~nded Ofer tl.e abyu of. e~rJ&l pMUtkMa ·...1,

. ,
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by the tarad or .life, whiea must so~ri part by itS
GWIl w.eakDetlS, and w~ich the wiag of every minut"
may diride, can ClIIlt his eyes round him without 1
ahudderiug with hOlTPut, or panting with. se~t1rit.v ;
what can ~ judge of himself, hut that he is not yet
awakened to sufficient conviction, since eVilry 10SlI
is more lamented tkan die loss of the divine favour,
aud every danger more dreadful than th~ danger of .
6aa! coodesmation?

B.etirement from the cares and pleasures of the
_orIel. has been often recommended as useful to ra..
pt.'IltaJace. This at Iej\St is evident, that e~er1 GDe

~tire., wllanel'er ratiocination and recollection are
TCcpnred on o~her occasions; and surely the retro.,
apeef of life, the disentanglement or actions colllpli..
~ with innum8Jllbie circumstances, and diffused
in VariollS relations, the discovery of the ,primary .
IDOTements of the beart, and tile extirpation of lUitll
aDd appetites deeply rooted anel widely spI'ead, may
be allowed to demand some se~8ion from SpoFt and
IIOise, aDd blJSioess and fQlIy. Some suspensioJl of
common affairs, some pause of temporal pain and
pleasure, is doubtless necessary to him that ~elibe..

.-esfor ,temity, who is forming the ooly plan ill

.hi4:b JIliscarriage cannot- be repaired, and examin.,
~ the o"ly question in wJ;ticli. mistaki! cannot b~

~ctified.

Austeriti~s aJillmartifiCiltjOJlll ~re means by which
the mind is inyigorllte4. and rousetl, ~y which the
attractions of pleasure are interrupted, and the
dJaills of sensuality are broken. It Ui ob~erved by
one of the fathers, that he zilko restrains himself in
lhe me of things lawful, u:ill never encroach upo,.
things forbidden. Abstinence, if nothing more, ii,
at least, a cautious retreat from the utmost verge of
~nDjf&iQP, anll confers that security which caanQ~

~2
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be reasonably hoped by him that dares 'always to
Ji~vcr OTer the precipice of deltruction, or uelightl
.to approach .the pleasures which he kuows it fatal
to partake. Austerity is the proper antidote to in.
dulgen.ce.:; the diseases of Dlind as well as body are
cnrl..'d by'cltntraries, and to contraries we should
readily have recoune, if ·we ~readcd guilt III we
dread pain.

The completion and sum of repentance is ltchange
of life. That sorrow which dictates DO caution,
that fear which does not quicken our escape, that
austerity which fails to rectify oW' affections, ,are
Yain and nnavailing. But sorrow aud terrour mult
.naturally precede reformation; for what other cause
can prod.uce it Z He, thel'eforc, that feels himself
alarmed by .his cOl)Jlcience, anxious for the attain.
ment of a better state, and afilicted by the memory
of his past faults, may justly conclude, that the
great work Qf repeatance is begun, and hope by
retirement and prayer., the natural and religious
means of atreugthening his conviction, to impreu
upon his mind such a sense of the divine presence,
as may overpower the blandishments of secular de.
lights,. aad enable him. to advance from onell~ree

Qf holine. to another, tilI dealh shalIset him free
tlOJQ doubt~:ud contest, misery and temptatiou.

What better can we do than prostrate fall
Ikfore bim rever~lIt; Rnd there cOllfess
;Humbly our faults, ~Rd pardon beg, witll t~an
Wat'ringthe ground, aua ",it,ll our sighs the lIir
Freq~nting, sent from hearts cunlrile. iu sign

.Of lorrow uufei~n'd, and hulUiliation lJleek~
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Disaster always .. aits on early wit.

IT Itas been obsenetl, by lcmg experil'Dce, tha'
late springs produce the greatest plenty. Tbe de,
lay of bloo~anJ fragrance, of verdure and bret>zes,
is for the most part liberally recompensed by the
exubrranee and f~cnlldity of the ensuing SCW!ODS;

the Wossoms which lie concealed till the year is ad.
'fanecd, and the sun is bigh, escape tbose chilling
IIlasts, and nocturnal frosts, wllich are often fatal I

to euly luxuriance, prey upon the first smiles of
'femal beauty, destroy the feebfe principles of 'fe­
getable life, intercept the fruit in the germe, and
beat down tbe flowers unopened to the ground.

I am afnid there is· little hope of persuading the
young and sprightly part of my readers, upon whom
the spring naturally forces my attention, to learn~

from the great process' of nature, the difference be'~

tween diligence and hurry, betweCJl speed and pr~

cipitation; to prosecute their deHgns with calmness,
to watch the COIlCllr:ence of opportunity, and en,­
deaTonr to find the lncky moment which,they caD~

not make. Youth is the time of enterprize alld
hope: .having yet no occasion of comparing our
force with any opposing power, we naturally Co~
presumptions in our own .favour, and ~lJe that
obstl'action and impediment will give way before

x.3
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us. The first repulses rather inflame yehetneDCC
than teach prudence; a braTe and generous mind is
l"ng before it suspects its own w~kness, or sub­
mits to sap the difficulties which it expected .to sub.
due. by titQnn. Befote di.appomtmen'ts )Iav.e en­
forced the dictates of philosophy, we believe it ill
our power to shorten the interval between the first
cause and the last effect; we laugh at the timoroUl
tlelays of plodding industry, and fancy that, by in­
creasing the fire, we can at pleasure accelerate tIJe I

IlI'ojection.
" At our entrance into the world,' when health anil
."igour give us fair promises of time sllfiicient fer
tbe regular maturation of our schemes,and a long
enjoyment of our acquisitions, we are eager to seize ,
the present moment; we pluck every gratificatiOll
within our reach, without suffering it to ripell into
perfection, and crowd all the varieties of delight
into a narraw compass; but age Beldam fails. to
change our condud; we grow n~ligent.of time ill
proporti'on as we have less remaining, and suH:er the
Jast part of life to steal from us in laaguid prepara­
tions for futnre undertakings, or slow approaches
,to remote advantages; in weak bopes of somo for­
tuitous occurrence, or drowsy equilibrations of un­
determined counsel: whether it be that the aged,
having tasted the pleaaures o,f man's conditiQD, and
.found them d'elusi're, become less anxious for their
attainment; or that frequent miscarriages .have de­
.pressed them to despair, and frozen them to inac­
tivity; or that death shocks them more as it ad­
vances upon them, and they are afraid to remiud
themselves of their decay, or to discover to their
own hearts, that the'time of trifling is past.

A perpetual conflict with natural desires seems to
be the, lot of ou.r present state. In youth Wll rile
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....ire !JOmetJiing of the tardiness and frigidity of age;
ud ill age we must labour to recal the fire and im­
prtuosity of youth; in youth we must Jearn to cx­
pect, and in age to·rcnjuy.

Tile torment of expectation i!, indeed; not easily
fo be lJorntl at a time when e"cry idea of gratiii~
tion /ires the blood, and tluhes on the fancy; when
tile Reart.is 1'acant to e1'cry fresb form of delight,
and bas no rival engilp;ements to "'ithdmw it from
the import.unities of a new desire. Yet, siDce the
kar of missing what we seck, must always be pro.
llortronablc to the happiness cKpected from posse,s­
mil' it, the paSMOllS, even ill this tempestuouli state,
might be somewhat moderated by freqnent. im:ulca.
non of the mischiof of temerity, and the hazard of
Iosiug that wbich we endeavour to seize before QQI

tim&.
. He that tClQ early aspires to honours, must re­
101ve to encounter nat only the opposition ef in­
terest, ·but the malignity of envy. He that is too
eager to be Tich, generaUy endangers his fortune in
wild adventures, and uncertain J,>rojects; and he
that bastens too speedily to reputation, often r~ses

his character by artifices and fallacies, decks himsw.,r
in colours which quickly fade, or in plumes. whifh
accident may shake oft', or competition pluck a.way.

, The danger of early eminence hati been. extended
~ some, even to 'the gifts of nature; and an opi_
nion bas been longconeeived, that quickn~ss of in,,!
1'erition, accllracy of judgment, or extent of know­
ledge, appearing before the usual time" presall6 a.
short life. Even tholle who are less inclined to
farm geueritl conclusions, from instances which by
their own' nature. must be rare, have yet been ill,":

dined to prognosticate no suitable progress from
the ~rst 'sallies of ra.pid wits; b,ut 4a.v~ f)bll~rved"
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that after a short effort tbey either loiter or faint,
and suffer themsel:ves to be .sur.passed by the evea
&ndrcgular perseverance.of slower understandings.

It frequently happens,. thM applause aha!es dili.
sence. Whoever finds himself to have performed
more than was demanded, will·be contented to spare
the labou·r of unnecessary .performances, and sit
down to enjoy at ·ease his superiluities of honour.
lIe whom success has made confident of his abilities,
qukkly claims thepril'ilege of.negligenoe, aDd looks
contemptuously on the gradual advances of a rival,
whom he imagines himself able to leue behind
whenever he shall again summon his force to the
contest. But .long intervals of pleasure dissipate
attention, and weaken constancy; nor is it easyfot
him that has sunklrom diligence into sloth, to ronse
out of his l~thargy, to recollect his notions, re­
kindle his curiosity, and epgage with :his former ar.
dour in the toils of study.

. Even that friendship which intends the reward or
genius, too often tends to obstruct it. Tbe plea­
tittre of being caressed, distinguished, and admired,
easily· seduces the 'student from' lliterary .solitude.
He is ready to follow the c~ll which summoas 'him

. to hear his own praise, and which, perhaps, at once
htters his appetite with cCi't~inty of pl~asores, and
his ambition with hopes of patronage; pleasures
which he conceives inexhaustible, and hopeswhicla
he'ha! not yet learnedto-distrust.

'f'hese evils, indeed, are ·by ·no. means tOilJe 'im­
puted to nature, or considered as insepa~bJe·frGlll

an early display' of unc~tM1 abiUties. They' may
be certainly escaped by I'J'IIdooce and resoJ~tlOll,

and must therefore -be recouRted· rath.er as consola­
tions to ttwsewbo are Jess liberally tmdQW~, tlutn
asdlscourllicmcnu to lOch aaare bora ~th liD-
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COIIJllon quaJitie!. Beauty is ,,-ell known to draw
after it the ~fft'r.utioD.of impertil1~nce, to incite
the artifices 01' tlIl'fy, and to raise the tlames of un.
lawful 10Te; yd, among the 1:1dies whom prudence
or modesty have made most eminent, 1\'ho has ever
complained of the iDconYenien~e. of an amiablo
form? or would have pUl'chased safety by the loss
oltharms? _

Neitber grace of person, nor 'fig-our of under.
standing, ar.c to be TCj!;arded otherwise than as
tImings, as mean. of bappiuess indulged by the
Stprt'JIle Bent~factor; bnt the .dvantages of citber
lIay be lod by too much eagerness to obtain tht'm.
A thousand beauties in their fint blossom, by an
imprudent exposure to the opeD world, have sud;.
denly withered at the bl:'!st of infamy; and men who
migbt have subject~d new regions to the empire of
Il"IJ'ning, have been Inrt~d by the IJJ'aise of their first
rroductions from academical retirement, and wasted
their days in vice and d(~pendence. The virgin who
too soon aFpire5 to r.elebrity and conquest, perishes
"by childi~h vanity, ignorant credulity, or guiltlesl
iltdi!cretion. The genim who ('Itches at laurels
and pn-ferment before his tHnC, mocks thc hOHI
tbat he had excited, Bnd loses those years which
1I1illbt han been JDost us{'fully employed, the years

, of youth, of spirit, and, 'Vivacity.
It is one of the im~umer:Jbleabsurdities of pride,

tbat YC Ire neTer more impatient of direction, than
in that part of life when 1\'e need it most; weare
in bute to meet enemie5 whom we hue not strength
to overcome, and to undertake task~ which we r.an.
1I0t perfurm: an~ as he that once miscarlies doe5
lIot easily persuade mankind to favour another at.
~mpt. an -ineffectual struggle for fame is oftep. ful.
'Iond bI perpetual ubscurity.
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I,. 11I8/1 VelaMl habui dilpendia vires,
Et tr<Uuj prer,," fort" ill iplil meM. 'OVID, ,

Of strength pernieiollS to myself I boast;
The poW'rs I have well! given me to Illy Cl>sl'.

F.L_WHo

WEare taug.t by Celsua, that health is best pre- .,
lierYed by avoiding settled habits of life, and deTiat- I

ing sometimes into slight aberrations from tke Ian :
of medicine; by varying the prOpOl'ti01l11 DC Colli
and exerci!ie, interrupting .the sll~essioDs of I'tlit
and labour, and mil1gling hardships with indul,geuce. I

'The body, long accustomed to stated quantities an4 .
uniform peri~; is disordered by the SIJU!.Uest irre­
gularity; and sillee we cannot adjust every day bJ
~he balance or barometer, it is fit sometimes to de­
put from rigid acclU'acy, that we way be able w
comply with IlCccssaFy affairs, or strong inclina­
tions. IIe that too long observes nice punctnali­
tJes, condemns hilllielf to voluntary imbecility, aul
will not long eiCllpe the miseriCll of dlscase.

The sa'We laxity of regimen is eq~ally Deees&Iry
to intellectual health, aRlj. to a perpetual 8uscepti. :
bility of occasiorial pleasure, Long confinement to
~e tame. compaRy, whieb perhaps similitude of tastA
brought first togetaer, quickly contracts the facul.
ties, and ma,kjl, a thousand things otfensil'e that are
jn themselves indifferent; a man accuitomed to 1Itlu
,nly the ej:hp of his own seDtim~n~, /loon bars aIJ
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1IIe t:OlISJDOl1 t'Vt'nues of delight, .and has DO part in
the general gratifications of mankind.

In t\ings which are not immediately subject to
religious or moral consideration, it is 4angerous to
he too long or too rigidly in the right. Sensibility
may, by an incessant attention to etegance and pTO...

priety, be quickened toa tenderness inconsistent
lrith the con4itiolJ ot' humanity, irritable by the
smallest asperity, and vulnerable by the gentlest
touch. He that pleases himself too much with mi.
Dute exactness, and submits to endure nothing in
Icc$modations, attendance, or address, below the

. ]lOint of perfection, will, whenever he enters the
erowd of life, be harassed with innum~rable dis.
treHCl,frotll which thOle who have not in the same
mlUl'l1er iocreased. their sensations find JlO distorb­
anee. His elliotick lJOftness will !/hrink at the coarse.
Bess of .ulgar felicity, like a plant transplanted to
J1orthemnuI'$eri~, from the dews and sunshine of
the trGpitJal regions. .

There ''Wlill ,always be a wide intt'tval between
pmotital and ideal cxc:ellence.; and, therefore, if
we all01l' not ourselves to be satisfied while we can
perM,e any errour or defect, we must refer 'our
hSJle!I of ease to some other ~erlod·of eKistence. It
ill well 'k:nown, that, eXpOlll.'<i to a microscope, -the
Imootbest 'Palillh of the most solid bodies di~cov{'rs

ealities and promtnences; and thdt'tbe !oftest bloom
ehlJlleafe virginfty repels 'the eye wi'thextrescencell
and'tlilcolbratiemll. The perceptions as ""ell as the
~en8es 'may be itn'proved ,to o.ur own disqui\Jt, ami
1rcmay, :by diligent -oultivation of the powers 'of
dislike; ·rai~e in time an artificial fastidioWlness, •
which flJall fill thll imagination witlJ plmntoms of
tDrplhlde; lIbow lls lt"'!';nltked IIbleton uf'evt!ry de-
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ijglrt" an'! p,rcsent us only witll the pains of plea.­
lure,.and tile deformities of beauty.
. Pe()vislllle.~s, illdecd, would perhaps very littla
disturb the peace of mankind, were it always tllli
cons'equcnce of superlluou;; ddicacy; for it is tho
privilege onlt of d:.:cpre~ection, or li.vely faDcy,

. to destroy happiness by art .and relinement. Hut
oy coutinnal indulgence of a p:uticular humour, 01'

by IOll!f enjoyment of undisputed superiority,. the
dldl and tb.oughtless may likewise acquire tile pawer
Q( tormenting themselve,s and otllers, alld becom"
sufficiently ridiculous or hateful to those ,,110 are
within sight of thelr conduct, or roach of tbelr in-
fluence. .

They that have grown old -in a single state are
generally fonnU to be morose, fretful, and capti.
ous; tenacious of their own practices and maxims; I

loon offended by contradiction or negligence; and
impa.tient of allY associatiou, but wjth those th:l(

will watch their nod, aod submit themselves to un.
limited authority; Such is the effect of hif,villg .live:!
without the necc:lSity of consulting any ADminatioll
but theirowlI. '

The irascibility of this class of tyrants is genual.
Iy exerted upon pettJ provbcations, such as us
incident to understandipgs not far extended beyond
the instincts of animal life; but, unhappily, he that '
fixes his attention on things alwa.ys before him, will
nevcr have long cessatious of anger. There are
many vcterans of luxury upon whom el'cry DOOIl

brings a paro~,slU of violence, fury, and execra­
tion; they never sit dow!, to their dinn.er without
finding the meat so injndiciously bo~ht" pr so un.
skilfully dressed, such_ blunders in the s"asoning,
or lIu.ch iwproprie.ties iu the j&l&~&, ll,!I,~ Ii4:ar~lf
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be expiated without blood; and, in tTle tran!lport.
of resentment, make very little distinction between
guilt and innocence, but let fly their menaces, or
growl out their discontent, upon all whom fortunCl
exposes to the storm.

It is not easy to imagine a more unhappy condi.
tion than that of dependence on a peevish man. In
Nery other state of inferiority the certainty of
pleasing Is perpetually increased by a fuller know.

I It,dge of our dnty; and kindness and confidence are
strengthened by every new. act of trust, and proof
of fidelity. But peevishness sacrifices to a momen.
tary offence, the obsequionsness or usefulness or
half a life, and, as more is performed, increases her
elactions.

Chrysatus gained a fortune by trade, and retired
into the country; and, having a b.-other burdened
by the number of lIis children, adopted one of hi!J
sons. The boy was dismissed with many prudent
admonitions; informed of his father's inability to
maintain him in hiS' native rank; cautioned against
all opposition to the opinions or precepts of his
uncle; and animated to perseverance by the hope~

of supptJrting the honour of the family, and over.
topping his elder brother. lIe had a natural duc.
tility of mind, without mltCh wannth of atfection,
or eJeYlltion of sentiment; and therefore readily
compli.ed with every variety of caprice; patiently
endured contradictory reproofs; heard false accu.
latiODS without p~in, and opprobrious reproaches
without reply; laughed obstreperously at the nine.
tieth repetition of a jokll; I1liked que~tions about
the umvursal decay of trade; admired the strength
or those heads by which the price of· stocks iii
changed aad adjusted: and behaved with luch pru.
lIence and circumspection, that aftu six yeui tb.

YOLo Y. ' T
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will was lIlad<!, and Juvetlculus was deelared heir.
&t unhappily, a month afterwards, retiring at
night from his uncle's chamber, he left tlle door
open bellilld him: the old man tore his will, and
being then. perceptibly declining, ·for want of time
to deliberate, teft his money to a trading company.

When female minds are embittered by age or so·
litudc, their malignity is" gencrally exerted in a ri­
~orous and spiteful superintendence of domestick I­

trilles. Eriphile has employed her eloqnence for
twenty years npoR the degeneracy of servants, the
nastiness of her house, the ruin of her furniture,
the difficulty of preserving tapestry from tbe moths,
and tbe carelessness of the sluts whom she emplo!"S
in brushing it. It is her business every mornmg to
visit all the rooms, in hopes of finding a chair with­
out its cover, a window shut or open contrary to
her orders, a spot on the "hearth, or a feather 00

the floor, that the rest of the day.may be j llstifiably
spent in taunts "of contempt, and vociferations of
anger. Site lives for no :other purpose but to pre­
serve the neatness ·of a house and- gardens, and feds
neither indination to I'leasu'I'e, nor aspiration after
"irtue, while she is eng'J!o!l6ed by the great emplo)'­
ment of keeping grMel fl'om grass, and wainscot
from dust. Of1hree amiable nieces she-hal; declared
lterself an irreconcilable enemy to one, because she
"roke off a tulip with her hoop; to Bnother, he­
cause she spilt her coffee on a Turkey carpet; and
to the third, lJecause--she;}eta wet:llog MID into the
parlour. She has -broken 011" het intercoorse of vi­
tits, because cQmpany ~.akes a .house dirty; and
resolves to confine herself more to 'her own aWairs.,
and to live no longer in mire by foolish lenity.
. 'Pce9ishBe8s is generally -the vice of narrow mind',
aBd, _cept when it is the effect of anguish and djs..
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ease, by which the resolution is broken, and the
mind made too feeble to bear the lightest addition
to its miseries, proceeds from an unreasonable per­
suasion of the importance of trifles. The proper
remedy against it is, to consider the dignity of hu­
man nature, and the folly o( suffering perturba..­
tion aDd uneasiness (rom causes unworthy of our
notice.

He that resigns his peace to little casulUtiet, and
suffers the course of his life to be interrupted by
fortuitous inadvertencles, or offences, delhers up
himself to the direction of the wind, and loses all
that oonstancy and equanimity which constitute the
chief praise of a wise man.

I The province of prudence lies between the great.
est things and the least; some surpass Qur power by
their magnitude, and some estape our notice br
their number and their frequency. But the india..
peDsable business of life will alford sufficient exer­
dse to every understanding; and such is the limita­
tion of the human powers, that. by attention ~
trifles we mUit let things of importance ,pass un",
observed: when we 'examine a mite with a glUll,
we see nothing but a mite.

That it is every man's interest to be pleaied, will
leed little proof: that it is his interest to please
others, experience will i!lform him. It ill therefore
lIot Jelll necessary to happiness than to virtue, that
he rid his mind of passions which make him uneasy
to himself, and bateful to the world, which e~ch~1\

bit ~tcllecu, /loud ooitruct his imllroYemel1t~
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•
, -- U:rortlAw POJthume dueil ?
l'ie qua Titiphontl quibus UIIgitar,,-cotubris? Illv.

A .ol-er !Dan like thee to change hi. life! ,
'Vbatfury wou'dpo.oes.lhee with a wile ? DarDEs.

TO TilE .RAMDLEIl.

SIn, '

I KNOW not whether it is always a proof ofinna.
cence to treat censure with contt:mpt. \Ve owe so
much rcverence to the wisdom of mankind, as just.
ly to wish, that our own opinion of our merit may
be ratified by the l~onCllrfl.mCe of other suffrages;
and since guilt and infamy must have the same ef.
fect upon intelligenciet; unable to pierce beyond ex­
ternal app~rance, and influenced often rather by
example than preccpt, we are obJiged to refute a
false chargc, It'st we should COllnten:lIlCe the crime
which we have never committed. To turn away
from an accusation with supercilious silence, is
cquallf in the power of him that is hardened by vil­
laRy, and inspirited by innocence. The wall 01 brass
which Horace erects upon a dea.r conscien,ce, may
be sOllJetimes raised by impudence or power; and
we should always wish· to pn,st,rve the dignit)' of
virtuc by adorning her with graces which wic.k.cd-
ness cannot assnme. .

For this rcasou I have determined 00 longer to
endure, with either p~ticnt or lullen resignation, a
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reproach, wlaich is, at least in my opilliBn, unj.ust;
b~t will lay my case honestly befor.e you, that 1011

or your readers may at length decide it.
Whether you wiii·be able to pre~erve your boast­

ed impartiality, wh~n you haar, that I am consi..
dered as an adversary by half the female world, you
may surely pardon me for dO'lbting, notwithstand.
ing the veneration to which you may imagine your.,
self entitled by your age, your learning, your ab..
straction, or your virtue. Beauty, Mr. RAIIIBLEU,

has often overpowered the resolutions of the firm,
and the reasonings of the wise, roused the old tq
iensibility, and subdued the rigorous ·to softness.

I am one of those unhappy beings, who have
been marked out as husbands for many differen~

women, and deliberated a hundred times on the
brink of matrinlOny. I have discussed all the nllp..
tial preliminaries so often, that I can repeat the
forms in whieh jointures are settled, pin-money se~

cured, and provisions for younger children ascer~

tained; but am at last doomed by general consent
to everlasting solitude, and excluded by an irrever.
sible decree from all hopes of connubial felicity.
I am pointed out by clery mother, as a·man whose
lisits cannot be admitted without reproach; "'ho
raises bopes only to embitter disappointment, and
makes offers only to seduce girls into a waste of
that part of life, in which they might gain ad.
vantageous matches, and becoliJe mistretises and
mothers.

I I'ope you will tbillk, that some part of this pc.
nal severilY may justly be remitted, wltcn I inform
you, that I never yet professed love to a woman,
without sincere intentions of man·jage; that I have
never continued an appearance of intimacy from the
Aollr that w)' inclination changed., hut. to. prescnli

. , y 3
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lIer whom I was leaving from the sbock of abrupt.
DesS, or the ignominy of contempt; that I alwap
endeavoured to give the ladie~ all opportunity of
seeming to discard lI)e; and that I never forsook II.

Dli~trcss for larger fortune,.or brighter beauty, but
because I discovered ·.some irregularity in her con·
duct, or some d~pra.Wty-";n.her mind; not because
I was, charmed l!y anot~cr, .. but because I was oj~

f~mcled:by herself.• ,.' .,
r was very ea.r1~1llld of that succession of amuse.

ments by which' the·thoughts of most young men
are dis~ipatoo, and had not long glittered in the
spll'Ddour of an ~ample patrimony before I wished
for the calm of domllstick happiness. Youth ill na­
turally delighted with ilprightline5s and ardour, aDd
therefore I breathed onvthe sighs of my first affec­
tion at the feet of the gay, the sparklin!, tb~ viva­
cious Ferocula. I fancied to myself a perpetual
sonrce of happiness in wit never exhausted, and I

spirit never depressed; looked with veneration on
her readiness of 'expedients, contempt of difficulty,
assurance of address, and promptitude of repl)';
considered her as exempt by some prerogatire of
na.ture from the weakness antI, timidity of female

- minds; and congratulated myself upon a eompanion
Iluperiour to all common troubles and emharr855­
ments. I was, indeed, somewhat disturbed by the
unshaken perseverance with which she enforced her
demands of an nrl'reasonable settlement; yet I shonld
have consented to pass my life in uniun with her,
had not my curiosity led me to a crowd gathered in
the street, where I found .Ferocula, in the pre­
sence of hundreds, disputing for six-pence with a
chairman. I saw her in so little need of assistance,
that it was no breach of the laws of c;hivalry to for­
bear interposition, and I spared mYJelf the shame
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of owning her acquaintance. I forgot some point
of ceremony at our next interview, and soon pro­
voked her to forbid me her presence.

My next attempt was upon a lady of great emi­
nence for learning and philosophy. 1 had frequent­
ly observed the barrenness and uniformity of con_
nubial conversation, and therefore thought highly
of my own prudenc.e and discernment, when I se­
lected from a multitude of wealthy beauties, tbe
deep-read Misothea, who declared herself the in­
exorable enemy of ignorant pertness, and puerile
I~vity; lind scarcely condelcended to make tea, but
for tbe linguist, the geometrician, the astronomer,
or the poet. The queen of the Amazons was only
to be gained by the hero who could conquer her ill
single combat; and Mis'othea's heart was only to
~1..S8 the schola.r who could overpower Iter by dis_
putation. Amidst the fondest transports ofcollrt­
ship she couId call for a definition of terms, and
treated every argument with contempt that could
not be reduced to regular syllogism. You may
easily imagine, that 1 wished this courtship at an
end; but when I desired her to shorten my tor­
ments, and fix the day of my felicity, we were led
into a long conrersation, in which Misotbea en_
deavou,red to demonstrate the folly of attributing
choice and self.direction to any human being. It
was not difficult todiscov.er the danger of com­
mitting myself for ever to the \rms of one who
might at any time mistake the dictates of passion,
or the calls of appetite, for tbe decree of fate; or
consider cuckoldom as necessary to the general sys­
tem, as a link in the everlasting chain of succes­
live caules. I therefore told her, ,that destiny had
ordained us to part, and that nothing should have.
torn me from hel: but the talons of,necessity.
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I then. solicited the regard of the 'calm, the pru.
dent, the economical Sophroniil, a lady who con.
siderctl wit a.~ dangerous, and learning lJlI superflu­
ous, and thought that the woman who kept' her­
house clean, and her accounts exact, took receipts
for every payment, and could find them at a sudden
call, inquired nicely after the condition of the te­
nants, read the price of stocks once a-week, and
purchased every thingat the best market, could want
no accomplishments nec~ssary to the happiness of a
wise man. She discoursed with great solemnity on
the care and vigilance which the superintendance of
a family demands; observed how many were ruiued
by confidence in servants; and told me, that she
never expected honesty bnt from a strong chest,
and that the best storekeeperwlI;jj the mistress's eye.
Many such oracles of generosity she uttered, and
made every day new improvements in her schemes
for th~ regulation of her servants, and the distribu-

• tion of her time. I was convinced that, whatever I
might suffer from Sophronia, I should escape po­
verty; and we therefore proceeded to adjust the
settlements according to her own rule, fair and
softly. Uut one morning her maid came to me in
tears to intreat my interest for a reconciliation to
her mistress, who had turned her out at night for
breakillg six teeth ina tortoheshell comb; she had
attended hJr lady from a distant province, and haT­
ing not lived long enough to save much money, was
destitute among strangers, and, though of a good
family, in danger of periflhiag in the stree~, or of
being eompl'lIed by hunger to prostitution. I made
no s<TlIjJle of promilling to restore her j but upou
my first application to Sophronia, was ·answered
with an air which called for approbation, tbat if
ahe neglectecl hCf ~WD~tfairsJ I might suspect ~~f
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of negl!'ding mine; that the comb stood hcr in
three half-crowns; that no scrvant should wrong
her twice; and that indced shc took the first oppor­
tl1Rity of parting with Phillida, bccause, ·though.
she Was honest, her eonstitution Wall "bad, and she
thought her vcry likely to fall sick. Of onr con­
ference I need not tell you the etrect; it surely may
be forgiven me, if on this occasion I forgot the de­
cency of common forms.

From two more ladies I was disengaged by find­
ing that they entertained my rivals at the same
time, and determined their choice by the libl'rality
of our settlements. Another I thought myself jus­
tified in forsaking, because she gave my ,attorn!'y a
bribe to favour her in the bargain ; another be­
cause I could never soften her to tenderness, till
she heard that most of my family had died young;
and another, because, to increase her fortune by
expectations, she represented her sister as lan","Uish­
iog and consumptive.

I shall in another lctter give the remaining part
of my history of courtship. . I presnme that I
should hitherto have injured the majesty of femal~
Tirtoe, had I not hoped to transfer my affection t()
Iiiglter merit.

I am, &c.
HYllKN£US.

, I

•
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Nuna unquam de morle lIominil cunctatit' 10'IIg/J ~t. J uv.

-.-When nl8n's life is in debate,
The judge c8nne'er too long dcllbe.rate. DUYD£Y.

POWER and superiority are so flattering and de..
lightful, that, fraught with temptation alJd foX­

posed to danger as they are, scarcely any virtue is
80 cautious, or any prudence so tim(lrous, as to de.
cline. them, Even those that have most reverence
for th" la\\'s of right, are pleased with showing that
not fcar, but choice, regulates their behaviour; aud
'Would be thought to CO'llply, rather than obey.
'Ve love to overlook the boundarie~which we.,"o
pot wish to pass; and, as the Rowan satirist !II'­
marks, he that has no design to take the lif~
another, is yet glad. to have it in his hands. :

From the same principle, tending yet mont:.to
degeneracy and corru ption, proceeds the desifi'or
investing lawful authority with terrour, andg~
ing by force rather than persuasion. prl'..,.
willing to believe the necessity of assig .
other reaSOn than her own will; and wou
'maintain the most equitable claims by vi.c,
penalties, than descend from the dignitf'or
~and to dispute and expostulation._~

It may, I thin~, be suspected, that t.e~
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.tarroganee has sometimes found its way into legisIa­
Hive assemblies, and mingled with deliberationH up_
on property a.nd life. A. slight perusal of the laws
by which the measures of vindictive and coercive
justice are ~stablished, will discover so many dis­
proportions between crimes and punish,ments, such

. capricious distinctions of guilt, and sum confusioJl
of remissness and llev.>rity, as can scarcely be be­
lieved to have heen produced by publick wisdom,
sincerely and calmly studious of publickhappiness.

The learned, the judiciou.'l, the pious Boerhaave
relates, that he never saw a criminal dr~~ed to
execution ''I'itholl.t askiftl/; him,elf, " Who knows

, "whether thifl man is not less culpable than me r"
On the days when the prisons of this city are empti­
ed intQ the grave, let every spectator of the dread.
ful procession put the same question to his own
aeart. Few'llmong those who crowd in thomands
to tbe legal ·massacre, and look with carelessnes8,
perhaps with triumph, on the utmost exacerbations
of human misery, would then be able to return with.
out hQrronr and dejection. For, who can con.
gratulate himself upon a life passed witbout some
act mot'e mischievous to the peace or prosperity ()(
others, tbafl the theft of a piece of money?

'It has been always the practice, when any parti.
cullir Ilpecies of 'robbery becomes prevalent and
cOlMDoft, to endeavour its sU'ppression by capital
lIeaonciations. Thns, olle generation of malefae­
ioraUscommonly cut off, and their successors are
rig*, i"to -new expedients; -tbe art of thievery is
ugmeilted with greater variety of fraud, and sub.
lized t4·higher, degrees of doxtl',itr, aftd more oc-
It m_od~ of conveyance. The law then renews
e pursajt in the'heat of anger, and overtakes tke

der'8lain with death•..Bythis practice, Cl\pi..



tal inllictiODs are multiplied, and crime., TUy dif.
ferent in their degrees of enormity, are equally sub.
jected to the severest puni,hment that n:an has tbll
power of exercising upon man.

The lawgiver is undoubtedly allowed to estimatll
the malignity of an offeuce, not merely by the Ion
Qr pain whh:h single acts may produce, but by the
general alarm and anxiety ariliing from the fear of
mischief, and insecurity of pO!lScssion: he therefore
exercises the right which societiell are suppo~etl.

to have over the lives of those that compose them,
not simply to punish a transgression, but to main.
tain order, and preserve quiet; he enforces those
laws with severity that are most in danger of vio·
lation, as the commander of a garrison doubles
the guard. on that side which is threatened by the
enemy.

This method has been long tried, but tried wita
10 little success, that rapine and violence are hourly
increasing, yet few sceJIl willing to despair of itt
efficacy, and of those who employ their specula.
tions upon.t.lae praentcorruption of the people,
lome propose the intrdduction of more horrid, Iiug.
el'iug, and terrifil:k punishments;- some are inclined
to accelerate the executions; some to discourage
pardons; and all seem to think that lenity has given
confidence to wickedness, and that we can only be
rescued from the talons of robbery by intlWblo
-rigour, and sanguinary justjce.

Yet since the right of setting an uncertain and
arbitrary value upon life has been disputJl4 and
Ilince experience of put times gives us littkueason
to hope that any reformation will be effepl by a
periodical huock of our fellow~beillgs, _ape it
will not be useless to consider what cOllii'quences
wi&ht arite f~om relautioBB oethe law," a mo."
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of penalties to

TilE aU(BL~•.
rational and equitable adaptation
olfmces.

Death is, as one of the ancients observes, ..~ ....
f"'pMt ~ferr,{/o', of dreadful thing" th(: ma,ot dread.
jil/; au evil, beyond which l'othing can.be threaten­
ed by sUblunary power, or feared from human eq.
mity or vengeance. This terror shou~d, then-fore,
b~ reserved as the last resort of authority." as the
ItrtJngest and most operative of prohibitory Banc­
tions, and placl'd before the treasure of lirt', to
guard from invasion what cannot be restored. To
equal robbery with murder is to reduce murder
to robbery, to confound in common minds the gra­
dations of iniquity, and incite the commission of a
greater crime, to prevent the detection of a I~ss. It"
only murder were punished with death, very few
robherswould stain their hands with blood; but
when, by the last act of cruelty, no new danger ,.
incurred, and gre~ter security may be obtained,
upon what principle shall we bid them forbear? .

It may be urged, that the ~entence is often miti.­
gated to simple robbery; but surely this is to con­
fess that our la\v! are unreasonable i~ our own opi.
nion; and, indeed, it may, be observed, that atl
but murderers have, at thrir last hour, the common
lensations of mankind pleading in their favour.

From this conviction of the inequality of the pu.
nishment to the otfenre, proceeds the frequpnt soli.
citation of pardons. They who would rejoice at tb,
correction, of a thief, are yet shocked at the thought
or destroying him. His crime shrinks to nothing,
compared witb his misery; and severity defeats it.
self by exciting pity. .

The gibbet, indeed, certainly disables those who
die upon it from infesting the community; but ~heir
death seem, net to contribute more tQ the ruform.a-. .. .

VOL.V. a
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:t\on of fhclr' itssociiites, fbau any, inlier mt!tilOd of
separation. A thief seldom passes much of his time
1h 'tecol1ection or anticipation, but Jrom robbt:ry
lias tells to riot, and from riot to robbery; nor,
when tlie grave closes npon his comparridn, bas any
oth,er care 'than to find another.
, 'the frequehcy i>f capital punislltIients, therefore,

rarely hinders !tie comniissi~n of a crim~, 'but natu­
rany arid commonly preverits its detection,' a'Rd is,
'If we proceed ()hly hpon 'prudential principles, c1rief­
'It {or that reason to be avoiiled. Whatever may
'be urgell by casuists or politicians, file greater part
'Q{ mankihd, as'iher. can never think tbaUo pick
'the pocket -and to pierce tlle'heart'ls 'equ"1Jy crimi­
'il;y, ''Ivlll sc'arcely believe 'fllllt two mlltef'lu'tots so
1I.ift"erciH in gui'lt Can be jil!iUy doomdl to'flIe same
IlJlmls1WIieitt; nor'is the necessity of subnlitrtng the
'~on~cience to human 'Ia'ws 'so 'plainly evinced, 80

clearly stated, orso genera-lly a116itetl, but that the
pious, {he tender, and'the ju§t, 'wm \i!witys schJpIe

"t,ocohcur, with the community in ail \let wbiCh their
}lrl~ate judgment canTiot approve.

-tIe who know's not how otlen:rlgor01l9 'laws pro­
'(fuce total hnpuriity, and how mali)" crimes are con.
'.cealed aild forgotten for (ctlr of Iturryh\g flie of.
fender'to'that state in wiIich there is nO'l"eperttaucc.
'I'as conversed very little with inanklnd. Ahd What.
~ver epithets of reproach or contempt this campas.
'sion may incur from those 'who conlbond cruelty
twi'thfirmne~5, 1 know not ,,'hether any wise man
","ould :wish it le~s Ijo,~'erfl1I, or Ills! eJeten_ive.
, If those wllOm the wi~dom of our laws ha.'1 COD·

demnl'd to die, had been detected in 'their rudtmentlJ
'of robbery, they might, by proper dillcipline and
useful labour, }Iave been dis'entangled from their ha.
bits, they might'llllYC c5caped all the temptation if
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subMqucut crimea, an~ ))as~t'q their days il), rC:PiJJ;l\­
tion and peJ,litence, all~ detcl;tc~ th,ey m~bt aU
have been, had the prosecutors been certaIn, that,
their lives would have been spared. I believ'e, every
tbief will cOllf~sS'1 that he has been more than once
seized and dismissed; amI tbat he bas sometimes
vooturl'd upon capital crimes, because he knew,
that those whom be injnr~d would [ather CO\lnh,e at
his escape, than cloud their minds with the horrors
of his death.

All laws against wickedness are ineffectual, un.
leu spme Will inIQJII4, a.u4 s,Qm\\ '""II prosecut~; but
till we Jqitigatc the penalties, for tpere violation,s of
property, information will always be hated, and
prosecution dreaded. The heart of a good man
cannot but recoil at the thought of punishing a slight
injury with death; especially when he remembers,
tlut the thief tPight have prllJ:.un:q safety by ~l).ot~ei

crime, from "'hi~h he Wll-~ rcst,fo+ined o~I1y llY hi~
r~mai.DilJg virtUI:•
. ThJ! oqligilti.9¥s to 4Lssi$f tbll e;tercis~ of pulllic~

justice a,t"e ~l}~£)eq. litrOIJ~; I;IU t they wilJ. certaillly
be overpowered by tcnuerlless for life. \Vh;lt is
punisb<:d w~t~ s~,.crily con,trlj.ry Wo.ur i4eas of ad~.
quate r~tribution~ will be splqolll <liscovercy; ape!
1lI1iltitudes "in he suffered tD adva.nCI' , frO»I cri'me
to crime, tin t,Qe.ydIlSPrvc ·llejl.th,beJ;'I-\ISll, if thcI
ha,d blleD SOllner prosccutM, they \fo.llld h~vc su.t.
Cered ~eath l)eforlJ ~hcy deserved it.

This scheme of invi!Wrat;i,ug .~be I~ws by rela~a.
tion, and extirpating wickedu~ss by IjJnity, is 59.
remote from common pr~etice, thllt 1 mill;ht rea­
IQuably feJr to e~pQse it to the public~, couLd it b~
supported ollly by my own ()j)servatiQJ,ls: I sbll-U,
therefore, by ascriQing it to its ,,~thor, Sir Th.o~

z2
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l\'lore, endeavour to· procure it that attention,
which I wish always paid to prudence, tojustiee,·
and to mercy.

N" US. TUESDAY, APRIl. 23, 1751•

•
Qu.edllm P/lI'NI quiderrt. Bed rwn tein-anda maritiB. ]ff",

Some faults, tho' small, intolerable grow. DRYDI'l<,

TO TIlE RAMBLER.

!lIK,

I SIT down, in pursuance of my late engagement,
fa reconnt the remaining part of the a.dventureg
that berel me in my long quest of conjugal felicit)', I

-Which, though I have not yet ·been so happy as
to obtain it, I have at least endeavoured to de­
serve by unwearied diligence, without suffering from
repeated disappointments any abatement of my
hope, or repression of my activity.

You must have observed in the world a spt'des of
mortals who emph'ytbemselves in promoting matri.
mony, and withont any visible motive of interest or
vanity, without any discoverable impulse of malice
or benevolence, without any reason, .but that they
want objects of attention and topicks of conversa.
tion, are incessantly busy in IJrocuring wives and
busbands. They fill the ears of evf'l'y single man
and woman with some c(JlJvenient match; and when
they are informed of your age and fi)rlune, otfer a.



partner for iCe With tlte same re~",t'I!, 'anti the
ijIQIC iJJdilfer.ea~, as a s_leswaJl, wlllm he has tall~a .
measure by hi¥ eye, fits h~ cllstQmer with a coat.

It might be expected that they ,houll1 soon be
discouraged (roJU ~his otLcioJls interposition 1Iy re.
lentment or contempt; and tJta,t eyery lDan shollid
determine the eboice on which 5P much of bis hap.
piness must de~ud, by his own jIJdgmellt aJld ob­
lervation: yet it happens, th~t as th,-s., propos,"!
are generally made with a.show of )l.jlldness, they
seldom provoke anger, bllt ar.e at .worst hea!';! with
patience, and forgotten. They iullllenoo weak·­
minds to approbll-tioll j for mallY are sure to fiJJ.d in
a new acquaintance, whllotever qualities repQrt has
taught them to expect; and in more powerful ~nsl

ilctive undcrstamtings they excite Ol!riosity, and
sometimes, by a luaky chance, briog persons Qf
limilar temp8l'j withi.n the attraction of each other.

I was known to pOisess a fQrtu.ne, and to want
a wililj a.od therefore was frequentl.v a.ttllnded by
these hymeneal solicitors, with who~c impo.rtunity I
was sometimes \liverted, ll-od sometimes perplexed;
for they .contended.for me as vultures for a carca,l!e;
each lUllployiRg all his elqqDcllcc, and all his .arti­
fices, to enforce and IUOJ.I\Ot.e his own sQheme, frQlu
the &l\Ccess of w,hicbJte was to receive no ot~er ad.
''''Dtage thaa the ple~Ufeof defea,t~others eq ually
eager, aud equally indllstrious.

An ill'llitation to sup' with one Qf thOlle .buq
frieRds, .made. Jl)6, by a concerted. chance, acquaint.
al with Camma,. by wh~.m it was expected th\!.t I
Ibovld .be ll~oly l'nd irresistibly ensla.ved. Tilt)
lady, whom the same k.iIJdn~ss.had brought without
her o.w.n coucur!:'euce wto tile lilts of love, seel1l~

to think me ....t le"lit worthy of the honour of cap­
ti,ity; &J1d e¥erted the power, both oi her e.1eiland

&3



1Vit, witb so mu~b art'and spirit; that though I bad
been too often deceived by appearanc~s to devote
lDyst'lf irrevocably at the first interview, yet I could
not suppress some rapturclI of admiration, and flut.
ters of desire. I was clUIUy persuaded to ,make
Rcarcr approaches; but soon discovered, that an
union with Camilla was not much to be wished.
Camilla professcd a boundless contempt for the fol.

)y, h,vity, ignorance, and impertinence of her own
sex; and vcry frequt:ntlJ expressed her wonder lhat
men of learning or experience oould submit to tritle
away life with beings inrapable of solid thought.
In mired companies, she always assodated with the
rocn, and declared her satisfaction when the ladies
retired. If any short excursion into the cCiluntry
"Was proposed, she commonly insilited upon -the ex.
clusion of women from the Ilarty; b~au.e, Where
they were admitted, the time was wasted in f"retby
compliments, weak indulgencics, and idle ceremo.
nil'S. To show the' greatness of her mind, sbe
avoided all compliance with the fashion; and, to
boast the profundity of her knowledge, mistook the
TariouS textures of silk, confounded tabbies with
damasks, and sent for ribands 'by wrong names.
She despis~d the commerce of stated visits, a farce
of empty farm without instruction; and congratu.
lated herself, 'that 'she nevcrlt'arned to write mes­
sage cards. She often applauded' the noble seDti.
ment of PlaID, who rejoieed that laew. born a
man rathert~an a woman; proclaimed her appro­
ba'ion of Swift's opinion, tilat women are only a
lIigber species of monkies; and eonfes&ed, that
when .he considered tlte beh&fiour, or heard tile
cqnversation, of her sex, lite eould not bat f'OI'Bive
the Tutks for Sll'Specting them to want s081s. .

It was tire joy and pride of Camilla to baTe pro.
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",oked, by this insolence, all the rage of hatred,
and all the persecutions of calumny; nor was she
aTer more elevated with her own superiority, than
when 8be talked of female anger, and female cnn­
njD~. Well, says, she, has nature provided that
such vi!ulence should be disabled by folly, and such
crnelty be restrained by impotence.

Camilla doubtless expected, that what she lost on
onc side, she should gain 011 the other; and ima­
gined that every ulale heart would be open to a lady,
whe made stich generous advances to the borders of
virility. ,But man, ungrateful man, instead of
springing forward to meet her, shrunk back at her
approach. She was persecuted by the ladies as a
deserter, and at best r~ceived by the men only as a
fugitive. 1, for my part, amused myself a while
with her fopperies, b,lIt no\'e1ty soon gave way to
detestation, for nothing out of the common order
lIf nature can be long borne. I had no inclination
tet-a wife who had the ruggedness of a man without
his force, and the .ignorauce of a woman without
ker saftness') nor could I think my quiet and ho­
nour to be entruded to such audacious \'irtne as was
hourly cOUl:ting danger, ami soliciting assault.

My next- mistressw38 Nitclla, a lady of gentle
mien, and soft voiCt1; a!waJs speaking to approve,
and ready to receiY6 direction from those with whom
chance had brought her into company. III Nitclla
I promised myself an easy friend, with whom l
might loiter)away the day without disturbance or
altercati{lD. I _herefore soon reaolvcd to address
her, but WAI discouraged from prosecuting my
eourtllhip, by ob.erving, that her .apartments were
IQperstitiOitsly regular; and that, unless she ~d
notice of my fisit, sJ.e was nefer.to be Been. There
.iI & kind of jRious l:leanl~8 wllida I hare alway.
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n.Oted as lhe characteristicS of a t1attern; it is die
auperiluotls scrupll:lo6ity of guilt, dreading disco­
'1l'ery, and shunning &Ilspicion.: it it the :violeuce of
au effort against .habit, whicil, being impelled fly
exterJill.l motives,cannot stop at the middle point.

Nitell.a. was always tricked out rather willi nicety
than elegance; and seldwR could forbea&- to discover,
by her uueasiBells .and CQIJWtr~int, that lulr J'ttentiDn
w.as burdened, and her im~iDation eagrOlSed: I
therefore concluded, that.being only occasionally
and ambitiously dreslOd,.w wasBQffamilia,ri,wll to
ber own ornaments. l'here ar.e aD naan.y COlllpeP..
tf,H's for the fame of claanlilloais, that it.iB tlOt hard
io gain iDforma.twll of ibPle that fail, from tlwlllll
that desire to excel: l qllickly found, that Nitella
PllllSed hor time .between linery and liirt; aDd)Vas
always iD a wrapper, nightcap, z.nd .slippe.., when
ihe· was not de.cor.ated fur i~iate Ilbo.w.
, I was then led ~ my 6yil <1eItiny w£.ryWis,
who never neglected an opportunity Qf se\riillg a Ilew
prey whan it caine with-in laer rQach;· l taou,gat Hlf­
self q,u-icklymade happy .y .pereiisiqn te .. ttCJ¥l
lier to pu.bliok pUwlS; and pleased~ own vaaity
with imagi~ the cuy w.hkh Irsbould ~ise~ a
thousand hea.r.ts, by.appear.i.lig as tae .Mlw.owle4ged
favoucite of Chary.bdiB. .She wIJnjQfter hinted ~r
intention to take.a.. ramble fW".3 for~ht, iu.tD.a
part-of the killgdom which she Iw:d IUlTur .seen. I
9OIioitad·tbe.hap:pUle!lll. of&CCQ18paay~ hOI"., wftieh,
after a.ahort JllIlllclqnt:e, oMIii8 indu~.lDe. She.lI_
IW otaer .cl&rioaity. on .ber journey" t8aB .lII€ter.aU
possible meaas.ef 61qKlnse; .aod JI1IIII envy IWlIlle8t
taking ooouion ,to ,m6ldien lome .tleliC\W)', .....1
knew it. my duty upGn.aueh notiQeli. to .pt'OC"re.

After .our ret-.m, beiIJ8 .JlQ" lIlore famUiar,:u.
tQj.d me, WheDtf.Cf.O mot, ...( 1QlPO.aetr diYClDiQll j, .

~.,
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at night she 'had notice of a cbarming company tbat
would breakfast in the gardens; and in the morn.
ing had been informed of some new song in the

• opera, lome new dress at the playhonse, or some
perfonner at a concrrt whom she longed to hear.
111'1" intelligence was such, that there never wa~ a
show, to whieh she did not summon me ·on the se·
cond day; and as she hated a crowd, and could not
go alone, I was obliged to attend I\t s~me interme.
diate hOl1r, and pay the price of a whole compll11Y.
When we passed the strrets, she was ofteD charmed
with some trinket in the toyshops; and, from mo.
derate denrcs of seals and snuff-boxes, rose, by de.
grees, to gold and diamonds. I now began to find
the smile of ChllrJbdis too costly fur a private purse,
and added one more to six and forty lovers, whose
fortune and patience bel' rapacity had exhausted.

IWlperia then took pmsl'ssion of my affectians;
but kept them only for a short time, She had new.
ly inherited a large fortune, and having spent the
early part of her life in the perusal of romances,
brought with her into the gay wodd all the pride of
Cleopatra; expected nothing less than YOWS, altars,
and sacrifices; and thought her charms dishonoured,
and her power infrin~ed, by the softest opposition
to' her sentiments; 01" the smallest transgression of
her commands. Time migllt indeed cure this ~pe.

cies of pride in a mind not naturally uudiscerning,
and vitiated only by "false representations j but the
oflerations of time are slow; and I therefore left
hcr to grow wise at leisure, or to continue in error
at her own t'xpcnse.

Tints I have hitherto, in ~pite of myself, pa-sed
Illy life in frozen ('!elibacy. My friends, indeed, of.
ten tell me, that I flatter my imagination with higher
AOpes than humaa natllre can gratify; that I ~lre,.
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• p an idaal oballlB8F ill.1I the _iance of perilctiqn,
~ud tllen enter tho wur.ld tQ 100\ ier the s~ ex·
cenence ia c<¥porq,l bea¥tJ. But lIursly, Mr.
KAJlBLli:R, U is BOt lI)adness to hupe for IQPl.~ ter·
ratrial lady lIJillltaioecl witb tIle Bpobi w\licl1 I l!ave
been deacri.,ioi; at least, I am r.elOlved to p\1rsWl
~y II/.!lU'c:h; for I am 80 far frow. tldnkwg meavIy
of muriage, tlJat I believe it able to aifo.-d the
bigtJest happiaell clecFeed to our prt'Jleot sqt.e; ~nd

if, aftu alL these .-iscarfilmet, 1fuul a ~Q~ thai
fills up my expe~an, yOll sh~1 aea,0~ JIlOEC

flO" Yo,rs, ~c.
lI"JI~."'"
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Op,. fillip ..p~; DJI'. -.. C4W... H...

Thus the slow ox would gaudy trappings claim;
The sprightly hone ,.ou'd plough.-- F •.urCls.

~o TilE ft••BJ-JUl•
. . lIlt,

. I WAS tlie seconcl SOD of a country gentleman by
the d&ughter of a wealthy citizen of London. My
'.ther baving by hiB ID4rl'iage freed the estate from
a heavy mortgage, and paid his sisters their por.
~Ont, t!tqllght h~8e1f tUscbarged from "Ii obliga•
tion to furtber .thought, and. enti&d to spend tile
IeIt of his lUe in. rural pleasures. He therefore
'Pared Qotbini that 1Jli,b.t CODtribute to the ~omp1e.



tion of'tris felicity; be proCUTed {he best guns and
horses tbat -the kingdom c<J1lUI supply, paid large
salaries to his groom and tmntmnm, and beClmlc tire
enry bf tbe country 'for the discipline of his hounds.
But, above all his other attainments, he- was emi.
lent for a. breed of pointers and setting-dogs, which
by tOlTg'and Tigllant 'cultivation he -had so much int.
prOTcd"thatnot llpartridge or heathcock c&trld rest
in security; lind game ofW'hateyer species, tbltt
Wtretl'to tight upon his m;mor, 'tWO beaten down by
his sbot, or tOTereli with bisDets.

My'cltler brOther was'very early initiated in tbe
chace, and, at an age when other boys are crecpirf:g
/ike mails unwillingly 'to sc!hool, he could wind the
nllrn, beat the busbes, bonnd over hedgt?!, and
swim rivers. W-hen the -huntsmlm one dar broke
his leg, he ~pplied his plaee with equal abilities,
'and came 'home with NIe scut inms 'hat,alDJdst the
accl3Ulations of the whole Tillage. I being either
delicate or timorous, less desirous of honour, or
less cap-able 'of tynan "heroiem, was always the
favourite of my mother; because I 'kept my coat
clean, and my complexion free from freckles, -and
did not come home, like' my brother, mired and
tanned, nor carry corn in my hat to 'the horse, 'nor
bring dirty curs into the 'parlour, ,

My m'other Ira.d 'not been taught to I1mnse herself
with bMks, and -~ingmuch inclined to despise the
ignol'8llce and barbarity of the country 11Idies, dis­
dained to learn their ae'ntilnents or con~r.ation,

and'had'madeno addition to the'notions which trim
bad brought from the 'pre'Cincts of Comhill. 5l1e
Was, the'refore,always retnllnti'llg the' gltlrrea of tire
city ;' enumerating' the succession'of'mayOTs; cele­
brating the magnificence uf the banquets at Guitd.
ball; -and relating'the udltti'es'paid'hct'''at the com-
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panics' fcasts by men, of whom some are now made
aldermen, some have fined for sheriffs, and none
are worth less than fOl·ty thousand pounils. ,Sh~

frequently displayed her father's greatness; toll1.:of
the large bills which he had paid at sight; of the
tiurr.s for which his word would pass upon the Ex­
change; the heaps of gold which he used on Satur­
day night 'to toss about with a shovel; the extent
of his war~house, a.nd the strength of his doors;
and when she relaxea her imagination with lower
8ubjeds, described the furniture of their country.
house, or repell-ted the wit 'of the c1el'ks and por­
ters.

By these narratives I was fired with the splendour
and dignity of London, and of trade.. J therefore
devoted myself to a shop,and warmed ,my imagina­
tion from year to year with inquiries about the pri.
vilegcs ot' a freeman, the power of the common
council, the dignity of a wholesale dlJaler, and the
grandeur 'of mayoralty" tp ,which my mother assured
me that many had arrived who began the world witb
less than myself. , '

I was very impatient to enter into' a path, whi~h
led to such honour and felicity; but was forced for
a time to endure s,ome repression of my eagerness,
for it was my grandfather's Uluim, that a J/oulIg
man seldom make., much money, z~h.o z's out of his
time before two.alld.tweut:v. They tbought it ne­
cessarf, therefore, to k.eep me at llOme till thc pro­
per age, without any other employment than that
of Icarn4ng merchants' accounts, and the art of reo
gnlating books; but at lengt4 the tedious da".
elapsed, I was transplanted to town, and, with
great sa.tisfaction to myself, bound to <a haber.
clasher.

My master, who bad no conception of any Tirtne,. .. " ~ .
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merit, or dignity, bllt that of beiug rich, had all the
good qualitit's which naturally arise from a close and
unwearied attention to the main chance; his desire
to gain wealth was so well tempered by the va.nity
of showing it, bat, without any other principle of
action, he lind ill the esteem of the whole commer.
cial world; and wa'S always treated with ,respect b)'
the only men, whose good opinion he valued or so.
licited, those who were universally allowed to be
richer tllan himself.

By his instructiom I learnrd in a few wCl'ks to
handle a yard with great dederity, to wind tape
neatly upon the ends of my fingers, and to make vp
parcels with exact frugality of paper and pacll_
thread; and soon caught from my fellow.apprcn'.
tices the tru.e grlK'e of a counter.bow, the careless.
llir with 'whicb a small pair of scales is to be held
between the fingers, and the vigour and sprightli­
ness with which the box, after the riband has been
cut, is returned into its place, H3.viug no desire,
of any higher employment, and therefore applying
all my powers to the knowledge of my trade, I was
quickly master of all that could be known, became
a critick 'in small 1Vares, contrived new variations
of figures, and new mixtures of colours, and was
lometimes consulted by the weavers when they pro-
jected fashiom for the ensuing ~pring•., '

With all thae accomplishments, in the fourth
year of my apprenticeship I paid a "isit to my
friend. in the country, where I expected to be ru.
ceived as a new ornament of the family, and con­
lulted by the neighbouring gtmtlemen as am8ster of
pecuniary knowledge, and by the ladies as an oracle
of the mode~ But unhappily, at the first publick.
table to which I was invited, appeared a student of
tIl. Temp(e, and all officer of the' guards, who

'""I.. v. #>4.



lookoed u:pOft me with a 4lmile of .contempt, .Wdt
dostroyed et onoe .all my hopes of distin.otion, so i

that 1 durst .relly 'raise my eyes for fear of en•
.oou.ntocillg their 6uperi.ority of mil-Oft. Nor was my
cOllr.age revi~ed by any oppcutunities of displaying
Illy knowle~e j for the temp!ar entertained the
~tnpany Cor part of .tlle d&y with hiatorical n:ma.
ti,es aDd poUtical observations; and the colonel af. i

tcrward•.d.ltailed. the adv.entures of a birth-night, i

. told the claims and expectations efdte coudiers,
and .gave an .accoentof assemhlias, .gardells, .and
diversions. I, indeed, essa.yed to:fillup a. p&use in
.a parliamentary debate with a faiBt lIl8ntiou of trade
and ,Spnia.rds.;. awl once attompted, with some
warmth, to correct a .gross mistake about a aiber
breast..knot; but neither of .my .an.tagouillts seem·
ed to. tClink a reply .necessary; they ,resumed ·their
discourse ·without ,emotion, .and again eogross.
cd the attention .of the cempany; ,nor did .one .e
the ,Iatlies app.ear desire us to kBQW,my opiaion .f

.her dress, or to,hear how long .tile ea.rtlation ..shot
with white, that Wall then DOW. among '~m, had
Ileen antiquatcd-in tow.n. ,

As I knew that neither of ,these gentlemen hid
more money,than mysclr, I could .not WOOfei'
what had depresred ·me in ·taair pt"es8QCe j nor whr
they were considered hy .Qtlu:rs as lDore worthy of

·.attention and rllllpect iandthererere reroLvad, ghen
we lnet l'§ain, to roase:my.tpirit,.alld,force myJdf

,jnto notice. I went Tery·carly.to.the:DQ&t.veoklf
.meeting, &1Id WluI entertaiDing a IKIIIlll circle. very
·successfully.with a mi.nute'rc.prllsent&tH>n of ·my lonl
mayor's show, .when ·the .colonel eater'ed carelesi
and Slloy, sa.t down with a kind of nncerQB1ouioua
-civility, and, WldlOUt appellrriag to intelld. any in.
U,ft'llption,. ds'ew my lWdic:nce a.Way to. tAe otlu¥



pt' of tIle'1'oo., ,te wbieh 1 had ooHlie eou.page
to folJow them. SGeB after tame ill the lawyer,
Ilot iodeetl with Ute same atjraction ef mien, but
with Ireater powers. of language; asd by 000 or
ollier tile OOIIJJlany Walt 80 happily amufd, tbat I
"'as aeitber hull nor seen, nOT was altle to gil'"
aBy ether proof of. my e][~tence !Man tbat I put
rOlHld the gla!i&, alt<l was ill :my torD permiUed to
UlIme the toast. .

My mother indeed el'IdeavcHlfed to eomfort mo in
my l"exation, by tclJiflg me, that peIhapl thelle
tRow,. talkers were hardly ab'e to pay evecy 0Ile
his own; that he wh.Q has mouey in his pocket need
Dot eare what an:y man .al's of him; that, if I
miOOed my trade, the time wiu come wheft lawyers
and 86Idiers would Ue glad to borrow OItt of my
:parse; and that jt is fine, when a man can· set bis
lands to his sides, and say he is 'worth forty thous.
ad popils enry day-of the year. These lUld
JIIaDy more s\H;h comolation8 and encouragements
1 reeeiTed from my good mother, which, however,
did Bot much allay my uneasi:u.ells; for haTing by
lOIIJe a£cident heard, that the country Juies de_
.pisetllJer u a cit, I had therefore 110 longer mm:1a
reference for her opiuioBS, b"t considered her u
one whofe ~DOrance tlnd prejudice had burried me,
thlHlgh without ill intentions, into a state of me~n.
lIess and ignominy, from which I could Dot find any
possibility of rising to the rank. which my ancestors
had always held.

I returned, howe"Yer, to my master, and busied
myself among thread, and silks, and laces, but
without Diy former cheerfulness and alacrity. I
had DOW no longer any felicity in contemplating the
exact disposition of my powdered curls, the equal
plaits of lIly ruffies, or the glossy blackness of my

/. A Ai
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shoes; nor heard with my (onner el~vation tho~e
compliments which ladies sometimes c:mdcscended.
to pay me npon my readiness in twisting a paper,
or counting out the change. ,The term of lOlmg
Jlan, with which ( was sometimes honoured, as I
carried a parcel to the door of a coach, tortured
my imagination; I grew liegligent of my person,
and sullen in my temper; Qften mistook the de.
~ands of the customers, treated their caprict'S and
objections with contempt,' and received and dis·
missed them with lJurly silence.

My master was afraid lest the shop should sutTer
by this change of my behaviour; and, therefore,
after sQme expostulations, pOll~d me ill the ware·
house; and preserved me from the danger and reo
proach of desertion, to which my dicontent would
eertainly baveurged me, had I continued any longer
behind the counter.

In the sixth year of iny ser\itode my brot'el' dit'd
of drunken joy, for ha"ing run down a f01 that

. had baffled all the packs in the, province. I Will

now heir, and with tbe hearty consent of my mas.
ier commqnced gentleman. The adventures in
which my. Dew chat-acter engaged me shall be 'com­
auwcated in 4nother letter, by, Sir,

Yours, &c.•
MllocJ.pJiJ,VI.
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·06<1(/., ;"·OG),6p.wf/ ",:p.1'~"Y 91",,,· "'~~e I.... ·00''''
n~A401l ,IlIolJJlpvA).o" j, ~Ptx'~J &}A<C'~'r'~s Er". HOM.

'The j!ods they ehalJen!!c, anrl alfeet the skies:
Hca..'d on Olympus tott'ring Ossa slood;
On 0 ..., l'~hon nods with aU his wood. POPE.

to 'tH'E RA'MIfL'EIl.

'St1t,

No'rtmw 1Ia'8 ·m·~ __etarded die admnoemCiRt of
Jl.nl'ning fha\'l·tb~ tli!!p08itioll 9f 'I'01~r minds to ·ri..
t1ieuJe 'llntt <villf,.. what 100,- oC8Illl9t comprehend.
~II iffdnstry4lJ'Mt ee 'eflcitod by hope; and as the
studentofttm 'P~IIeS '11.& otoor<r-eward to himself
than praille, lite <ts easily dtsOOft.-ged by eonmmpt
"'d i'nnft. 4Ie who br~s·withthim·"tO'·aclam~r.
bUs -m"l1ftntle '~e tilDiaity f1f romuse spoclJlatiou,
a'hd ~as J1e~r k~d -Ns'fl'6nt ilt pu'Dlick life, ...
llCCOSt9~('d'Rts p8«soroBs to ltIe .icissituOOe and aecio.
llents, fife· triumphs ,nil m~at8'ofmind (:00"e1'18.

t1oU, -witl bhl!!fl ell .e IIt:we·1ff "etlliant iDCredulity,
ltnd 1IUKer lri~~f te.\le· dl>Fv~ by.a tlll1'R -of lall~
tel', fJ't)m ·Ure ¥oI'1resses·of ltemoll~tiOll.· '.llbelR.
'chanist~ln oft Illlnlid ro:ass.rt :bd..e: bluely oootro.
ijietion, 'the -possibil\'ty .r~~ dOIllllll :tu.lwarWs
"itb a sHk'W'OJ1D's tbre«d;. awd tile utrOReUl6r -or
"elating '(he r.~ 'of .Jigolrt, .>the ..nlJtauoe ef ·the
fi'lCed stars, lIIldtbe Jkeiglit ..f ''fIhe :tu.nar ·mIllUD­

taint.
A43
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If I could by any eiforts have shaken off thit
cC)lvardiee, 1 had not sheltered myself under a bor­
rowed name, nor applied to you for the means of
commun~cating to the publick the theory ef a gar­
ret; a subject which, except some slight aDd tran­
fiicnt strictures, has been hitherto neglected by those
who were best qualified to adorn it, dtber for want
of leisure to prosecute the various researches in
which a nice :discussion m~lst engage .them, or be.
cause it requires such diversity of knowledge, and
such-extcnt of curiosi~, as is scarcely to be found
iu o:IY single intellect; or perhaps others foresaw
the tumults which would be rwed against tbem,
aJ1dconfined their koowledge to their own breuu,
and abandoned prejudice and folly to the dire(ltioA
of cbance. .

Tbat the profellsars of literature geaerally reside
in the highest stories, has beeR immemorially ob­
sened. The willdom of the ancients was wen ac­
quainted with the intellectual adrantages of lUI ele­
vated situation: why ehe were the Mliscs st.ationed
on Olfmpus, or Parnaslus, by those who could with
elfllal right have raised them bowers in the Tale of
'Tempe, or erected their altarll among the ftexuret
of Meander? Why was Jove himself nursed Upoll

a mounblin l or why did the godetesses, wbeD tho
prize of beauty was contested, try the canse upon
the tll)' of Ida? Such were the fictions by which th"
great masten of the earlier ages endeavoured to m.
eDlcate to posterity the importance of a garret,
which, tllough theyhadooClD long obscured by the
Jlcgligence and igDoraliee of succeeding timetl, Weld

"'ell eDfOTeeJ by the celebrated symbol of Pyth..
goras,IlY,,.w. .710".... "'" ~".. _,,..,,,11... j "when the
" wind blows, worship its echo." 'fhis could not
bat be undelltood by bis disciplea all an inviolasle-
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in~nction to Jive in a garret, which I have found
frequently Yisited by the echo and the wind. Nor
was the tradition wholly obliterated in the age of
Aogustus, for Til>ullu8 evidently congratulates him.
self upon his ~arret, not without some allusion to
tile Pythagorean precept:

Qu,amJUVtIt immites venfos audire euhant(lII--­
Aut, gelida' ,.,Ybernu, aquas c,)mfudc. it au.ter, .

Steurlnll S07llllrnl, imbrejuvll'IIte, sequi!

How sweet in sleep to pass the carcleSli hours,
LuU"u by the beating winds-and dashing show'n!

And it is impossible not to discover the fondnesl
of J~ucr".!'ius, an earlier writer, for a gartet, in hil
dlMcription of the lofty towers of serene learning,
and of the p!l'aliUre with which a wise man looks
do"n "pon the confused and erratick state of tho
world mO't'ing below bim:

Sed flit dulcills e.•t, heM qun1l1 muuita tenere
J:dita dOlt,.i,," .npleutrlm templll sere",,;
Dnpicere uouie iura. alios, -passim'}"e vidtnl
Erra'l't, tWjUl' ~m palmlte".qua:rer, !lit«:.

-'Tis ...,eet thy lalfring smps to guide ~
To virtue's heights, ~th wiedolU well .upply'd,
And ~lIthe mal1;azines of Icanllng: forti(y:d :
From tht'IIce to look below au human kind,
Bewiluer'd in .j,e maze oflifc, and bliild. DRY])Jnll.

The instit-Jtion has, j"det'd, oontiollcd to our'
OW" time; the garret js still the Rlual receptacle of
the philO!lopht'r and peet; but this, like many aR­
dent customs, is perpetuated only by an accideatd
imitation, without knowledge of the ocigioal reasoll
for which it was established:

CalUa latet: res en notiuima.

The CIlIIIC is secret, but tb' elfect i, knolYlI. ADIUIOll'.
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'Conject1lres bave, Indeed, 'btlen adfl.1Iai4 t'Gl\..
(leming these habitatilMis 'of JileratlM'e,lfltt'wttito.-t
much satisfaction to the ~lMIiciolft inquin!l'. ~ma"

hin'c imagined, ,~..t the gal'ftlt is'<geDerally chosen
by tire wits as most euilyrerited; a1ld COtI'ehtded.
that no man rejoiGeli in his ~t*t abode, but en the
days of payment. Others suspect, that a,garret is
chiefly convenient, as it ls 'l'emoter than Iiny other
pa.rt of the bouse from the outer door, wbich is of.
bn observed to be infested by visitants, who talk
inces!oantly of beer, or linen, Ora coat, ana t"epeat
the same 'sounds every morning, anll sometimes
agllin in the a.ftel'nootl, '1rithcnit any variatiob., 'eX.
cept that tltey grow -daily more implTl"tnuate and
c1ammous, al'ld 'raise their 'Voices in tim'J fr8nl
tnournfttl murmurs to raging vociferations. Tbis
eternal monOtony is always detestable te a 'mall
whose chief pleasure is to -eRhlr~e "hill imowleitge,
ami vary his ideas. Others talk of freedom from
noise, and abstraction from common business or
amusements; a,d some, yet mOJe -risiOaa"" tell
us, that the facltlties lire enlarged bt epen 'Prmpects,
aud that the -fancy is mlti'fl at libertr, owben -ille eye
ra~es without confinement.

'I.'hese conveniencies iliay pel'h'aps aU be -found
in a well-chosen garret; but surely they cannot be
supposed sufficiently important to have operated
1mvariably upon different dimaw,' dittant .ages,
llnd 9epam~ na'tio.1S. Of an lInh:e"al "priletiCltl
there must still be pre8Umed an IInilrersal -eau!O,
wkieh, however-reeondite·al1d alutn15e, nota,'o1Je-per­
baps rNerT~ to make me ilhlstrioHS 'by-iCB'dis-
covery, and you by its proMlIlgatiOll. •

It is universally known that the faculties of the
mind arc invigorated or 'WeaKened by the ftate of
tIlo bjdr, Iitd:''that -tile 'bOdy lfs:ln.. S.....ure
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rcgulated 'by the various compressions of the am.
I bicnt CIClI»l1lt. TIle eltects of thc /lir ill the produc.

tion Of cure of corporeal maladies ha\'c been ac.
knowledged from thc tinle of Hippocrates; but no
man half yet sufficiently comidered ho,,- far it may
infiuencc the operations of the genius, though every- .
day affords instances of local understandillg, of wits
and feasoners, whose faculties arc adapted to some
single ~pot, and who, when they are remo\'ed to
any other plact~, sillk at once into silence and stupi­
dity. I have discovered, by a long series of obser­
vations, that im'cntion and elocution sulrer great im.
pediments from densc and impure vapours, and that,
the tenuity of a dcfccated air at a proper distance
from the surface of the earth, accelerates the fancy,
and sets at liberty those intellectual powers which
werf! before shacldt,'(} by too strong attraction, and
lmable to expand themselves under the pressure of a
gron atmosphere. I have found dulness to quicken
into scntiment ill a tbin ether, as water, though
not vcry llOt, hoils in a recch'er partly exhausted";
and heads, ill 'appearance empty, llave tceulcd with,
notions IIpon rising ground, as t11e flaccid sides of
n football would ha¥e swelled out illtoletilfncn and
extension. ., ~

}'or this re;~on I never think myself qualified to
judge decisively of any man's faculties, whom I
have only known in one degree of elcvation; but
take some opportunity of attt'ndillg him from tho
cellar to the ~arrct, and try upon him all the vari.
ons degrees of rarefactiou and condensation, tensiou
and laxi tJ'. If he ,is neither vi vacio as aloft, nor
serious below, I tlloen consider him as hopeless; but
;u it .!'eldom h:J,ppcns, that I do lIot find the tempe1\. ,
to wllich the texture of his brain is fitted, I accom.
modJi.te him in ti:nc- with a tub~ of mer,cury, lir8t,
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markillg tlaepc;ints lIlostfal"OUrlibJe to hiS iutelleels,
aecording to rules whiclr I hate l&og studied, an4
wltich I may, perhaps, reveal to'Manklnd in a com­
plete treatise of barometrical plleumatology.

Ailothet: cause of tke gaiety and sprightlirless of
th dwellers In gahets is prDba'bly the in,crease of
that vertigmanli motion, wi!ll which we areearriell
rOllnd by the diurnal revolution of the earth. TIl,
jl'ower of agitation upon the sJ11rits is well krtoifn i
every man has felt his heart lightened in a tapid
vehicle, or aD a gallopiJ'lg horse; and nothing it
plainer, than that he who towers to tile fifth story,
ill whirled through mOTe space by every cltclll'i1r()o
tittion, than another that grovels upon the gronn"
fldOl'. The natiollS ~tween the tropicks arekftOW1I
to be fiery, Inconstant, irlverttiyc, and fanciful; be­
cause, Uting a.t the utmost length of the emb's !Iii­
meter, th~y ate carried about with: more swiCtne5t
thiut those w'btJin natute has placed neuel' to th­
poles; ana therefore, as it becomes a wise man til
struggle with the ihcontenienciei of his country,
whertever celerity and acntentlss are requisite, we
must actuate out languor by taking a few' turn'
rbund the C'lntre in a garret.

If you imagine that I ascribe to air and motlo.
~Bects which- they- cannot produee, I desire you to
consnlt yottr own memory, .and cObsider whether
you ha~ never known a mao a.cqliire reputation iI.
his garret, which, when fortune or a patron kid
placed him upon .the urat floor, he was unable tB
it\ahttain; and who never recovered his for.er
vigour of understanding, till he Wall restored to
his original situation. That & garret will m&k.c
every man a 'Wit, I am very Car Crom supposing; I
know there are some who would continue block­
headg eyen on the summit oC the And~J or oa the
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peak of Tcneriffe. But let not any man be con­
sidered as unimproveable till this potent remedy halt
been tried; for perhaps he was formed to be grt'at
only in a garret, as the joiner of Aretreus was ra­
tional in, nQ ot.bcr place .butin h.is o.wn shop.

I think a frequent removal to various distancE'.
from the centre, so necessary to a just estirrate of
intellectual abilities, and consequently of so great
usc in education, that if I hoped tb,at ~he publick.
could be p~rsuaded to so expensive .an experiment,
I would propose, that there should ·be a cavern
dug, and a tower erected, like those which Bacon
«lescrJb~8 in Solomon's house, for the expansion and
concentration of understanding, according to the
aigQm;e 4)f d~ereDt.qD'ployments, or constitutions. '
Pe~ps s()me .tJiat (ume aw.ay in Illedita~oqs upon
time ;me.! ~pacein the tower, p,lightcoBlposc titbles
of inter,cst at a ccrtJlin depth; and he that UpOll
level grtl.und.sb1gQtes in ~l~nce, or creeps in nar­
l'lLtiTe, J1Jight, ,at .~he b~ight ,Qf half a mile, fCflpent
into merriment, sp~rkle.with repart,ee, ~Dd froth
with decl~tion.

4ddl,sop o1Jserves, :~h:~.t .We JIlay .~nd the heatqf
Virgil'sclipJate ,in some Ii~cs pf his Georgick: so,
..,1)en I J"RI'd a. ~om.p.~itiqn, I .iID~tcly .deter­
mine .tbe:hejght of·the a,uthor's ~bitation. .As an
elabora.te PCl"fOI"J!llwce is cPIDJnonly' said to smell of
the.Jamp, JIIy cQIJlJDl;lJl.di\tion of ,a nQbl.e.~hougbt, •
Jpri~htly sally, or a bold figure, is to prpnoqnce
it fNlSh frpm the ~rl"et; p.n tlxprcssionwhichwould
break. from me Qppn the perusal of ,most of JlOIl.l'
P,apeI"S, did I not believe, tWit yon somctiIDes~uit

the garret, .and ,~.~Ild in,to thecock,:,loft. .
J.ll"l'J:RT.A.TUB•

.~ .
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- Omnes jl~crymabile.
U,'gencur, jgllaC~Ut laJlgti

Nacce, HOB,

In endl~. night they .leep. unwept, unknown.
FaANcn.

CICEltohas, with his usual elegance and magni/i.
cenceof la.nguage, attempted,. in his relation of the
tll'cam of tlcipio, to dcprt~ciate thOse honours for
\\'hich he himself appears to have J1anted with rest.
less solicitude, by sho" ing within what narr.ow Ii.
mits all that fame and celebrity \vIHch'man can bope
for frum men is cirCtuilscribed.

" You see," says Africanlls, pointing at the
earth, from the celestial reglom, h t1la.t the globe
", assigned to the residence anJ habitation of humlll
" beings is of small'diineilSion~: how then can yOll

'.' obtain from the pl'Q.ise of. men, any glory worthy
" of a wish? Of this little world the inhabitell
" parts are neither numerous nor wide; even the
., spots whl're men are to be found are broken by
" intencriing desert~, and the nations ate so S~\Ia.

-" rated as that nothing can be transmitted from ODe
." to anothrr. 'yith the people of Lbo smith, bl
" whom the opposite part of the earth is poss~It'll,

" lOU have no intercourse; and by how smldl a
" tract do you i:ommunicate with (he countries of
" tile lIorth l 'fh" territory whkb you. iubabjt i
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" no more than a scanty island, enclosed by a small
" body of water, to which you give the name of
" the grt~at sea and the Atlantick ocean. And
" even in this known lmd frequented continellt~

U what hope can you entertain, that YO.lir renown
" will pass the stream of Ganges, or the cliffs of
" Caucasus? or by whom will Jour Dame be ut.
" tered in the extremities of the north or south,
" towards the rising or the setting sun? So nar.
" row is the spac.! to which YOllr fame can be pr~
" pag;tted, and evcn there how long will it re'.
" main r"· .

He then proceeds to aSiign natu~l causes, why
fam~ is not only narrow in its extent, but short in
its d~ratiotl; he oUserves the difference between tllll!
computation of time in earth and heaven, and dc.
c1ares that, according to the celestial abronology~
no human honours can last a single year. '

Such are tbe~bjectionsby which Tully hilS made
a show of discouraging the pursuit (~f fame; ob.
jections which sufficiently discover his tenderness
and regar~ i'or his darling phantom. Homer, when
the plan of his poem made the death of Patroclus
llccc.;sary, rClolved, at least, that. he should die
with honour; and therefore.brought down against
him the patron god of Troy, and left to Hect!!r .
enly the mean task of giving the last blow to an
enemy wbom a divine hand had disablal from resist..
ance. Thus Tully ennobles fame, ,vhich he pro•.
fesse! ~o degrade, by opposing it to celestial hap­
pin"eBs; he confines not its extent but" by the boun.
dari"s of nature, nor contracts itl duration but
by representing it small in the estimation of. 111­
perlol'" beings. He still admits it the highest and
Iloj;!~~t (Ji terreitrial objcctl, and lLlleies little more
"f~ T. JI JI .
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~l,l,ip.st it, ~b~ ,tpat it is D;ei~~.er .wJtho~t ,end, nor
without limits.
. What' might be the effect of these ob~ervation.!
com-eyed in'qcerplli'~n cloque'.lce to R.oman under.
'~tandings, canifot be det~rmined; uut few of those
,1vho~~al1 i.n the }lreseut a~e read my hUlJ.lble vel'.
S~OIl lvill .find' themselves ,l;Unrh depressed in their
~op~s, ~r rl:tar~ed in t~eir desi,gns; for I ~m not
lilclmed to ~el!eve, that they who among us pas!
their Iit:es in t~e cultivation of knowledge, or ac­
quisi,tion of llower, have very anxiously inquirell
"'hat opinionsprCl ail on the further banks of the
G:apge~, or iJ.lvi~~ra,t~d~nyefiort by .the desire of
spreadlllg thClr renown among the clans of Cauca­
sus. ' ··The hopes and fe~rs of modrfll minus arc
content to range in a, narrower compass; a single
na~!on, and a few' ymus', bave generally Sl1fficicnt
lI.mplitlllle to fill our imaginations.

A little 'consideration will indeccl' teach us, tbat
fame has other limits than mountains 'and oceans;
'~ri~ that he who.places'ha\lpiness in the 'frequent re·
petition of his name, may' spend his life ill propagat.
ing it, without /lny ~l!-nger of ~,..eeping for nelf
.worlds, o~ necessity of passing tbe ~tlantick sea.

The num~ers tQ ~ho~ any real and perceptible
good or'evil can be derhcd by the ,greatest power,
,or ~ost active diligence,,are incon~iderabl'c; and
where neither benefit nOr mischief operate, the only
motive to the mention or 'rcmeinbralicc of 'others is
c,;riQslty; a passi:on', w~ich, th~ugh, i~ s~me degree
"niversally associated to reason, IS easily confillCd,
,overlJOrne, or diverted from any pal'ticul.ar object:
, Amo~g t,he lower classes of ~~nkind, there Will

be found very' ~ittle desire of any other knowledge,
,~aJl ,what maf contribute iuimcdlate1y to tb,e relief
. .' . . '. ..
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or, some pressing uneasin~ss, or Ule aitainnlcnt of
some near advantage. The Turks lUe said to hear
with w~nder a proposal to walk out, only that tlley
may walk ba'ck i and inquire why any man 'should
lauotir for nothing? so those whose condition has
always restrained them to the contemplation of their
own necessities, ancl who have been accustomed to
look forward only to a sinall distance, will scarcely
understand, why nighis and days should be spent
in .tudies, which end iit new studies, and which,
according to Malherbe's observaiiOIi, do not tend to
kisen the price of bread; nor will the trader, dr
manufacturer easily be persuaded, 'that much plea.
sure can arise 'from the mere"knowledge of actions,
performed in remofe regions, or in distant times; or
that any thing can deserve their inquiry, of which
all,. .~•• Jr,,,J.p..., ~a, .., ro"".., we can only hear the reo
porf, but whicb cannot influence our lives by any
ConseqUcnces.
'The truth is, that very few have leisure from

indispensable ~usiness, to employ their thdughfs
IIpon narrative or characters; aniI among those
to whom fortun'c has given the liberty of living
more by their own choiel', many create to theil!..
selves engagements, by the illdutgenee of ROrne pet­
ty ambition, the adrnission of some insatiable desire,
~r the tolcratioli. of some predominant passion.
The man_whose whole wish is to accumulate money,
has no other care than to collect interest, to esti.
mate securities, and to engage for mortgages ~ the
lOfer disdains to turn his eat to any other ,name
than that of Corinna; and the courtirr thint:s the
hour lost, which is not spent in prClmoting his in.
terest, and facilitating bis advancement. The ad.
'rDfures of valour, and the discoveries of science,
will find a cold reception, when they are obtruded

Bu2



THE RAMBtEll. , NeilS.

upon an '.tt:ention thus busy, with ih t310l1rite
amusement, .. and impatient of in'terruption or di6.
turbancl!. .

But not only such employments lJS ~educc atten.
t~on by appearanCe'.s of dignity, 01' proJ.l1ises of.hap­
piness, may restrain the mind from excursion and
inquiry; ,curiosity may be equally destroyt'd by less
formidable enemies; it may be dissipatt'd in trilles,
or c()ng~'H.ledby indolence. The sporl1lman and the
man of dress have their heads filled with a fox or "
horse-race, a feather or a ball; and live in ignor.
ance of every thing be_jde, with as ~uch cpu tent al
h..l that heaps lip gold, or solicits preferment, dil:i
the field, or beats the anvil; aud some yet lowl'r in
the ranks of intellect, drt'am out their clays without
pJ.~asure or bu.iness, without joy or sorrow, nor
eVt'r rou~e from their lethargy to hear or think.

El"en of those whlS bave dedicated themselves to
knowledge, the far greater part have confined their
curiosity to a few object!, and have very little in.
clination to promote any fame, but that which their
qwn studies entitle thl'm to plirtake. The natu.
ralist has no desire to know the opinions or con·
jectures ofthe philologer: the botanist looks upon
the astronomer as a bring unworth}' of hi~ regard:
t~e lawyer scarcely hears the' n~me of a phpician
without contempt; and he tlla,t is gro~ting gn'at
and ha.ppy by electrifying a bottle, wonders ho"
the world can be engaged by trilling prat~lc about
war or peace.

Jf, therefore, be that imagines the world fi'lrd
with hi> actioliS and praises, shall subduct from the
number of his encomiasts, all those who are placed
below the ilightof fllmt', and who, hear in the val.
lies of life no voke but that of necessity; all thosil
who imagiuc themschcs too importaut to regara
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him, and consider tbe mention of his niluie as an
usurpation 'of 'their 'time; alI who are too much or
too little pleased with themselves, to attend to aiiy
thing external; all who are attracted by pleasure,
or chained down by pain, to unvaried ideas; ali
"ho are withheld from attending his ,triumph
by aifrerent 'pursuits; and all who ~lllmber in uni.
vcrsal negligence; he will find his renown straiten.
ed by nearer bounds than the rocks of Caucasu's,
and perceivc tbat no man can tie venerable or for.
midable, but to a small part of his fellow-creatures.

That ,we mllY not languish in our endeavours
after excellence, it is necessary, that, as Africainl!!
counsels his descend'ant, "we raise onr eyes to
"'higlier prospects, alld contemphite our future
" and eternal state, '\\ itllout ghing up our hea~
" to the praise of crowds; or fixing our JioptS ot.
" such rewind's as human power can bestow:"

"
N° 119. TUESDAY, MA'Y 7, 17'51•

.-
Iliacos intra mUTo' peccatuT. et ertra. 'Hoa.

Filult. Jay OD eilher side the Trojan tow;rs.
'.ELPIIINS'rON.

TO 'l'nE 'nAMBI,ER.
SIR,

As, t:otwH1Istan'dingall tWat wit, ()1' maHce, 01"
pride, or pin'flence, 'will be 'able 'fa ~nggest, rot'R

and w01hCn mt1~t'at last pd8sthelr Iiv8Il together, "I
lIBa
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)lave never therefore thonght those writers .friends
to human happincss, who endeavour to excite in
either Ilex a general contempt or suspicion -of the
~ther. To persuade them 'wbo are cnt",ring' the.
world, and looking abroad for a suitable associate,
that all are equally vicious, or equally ridiculous j

that thcy 'who tru,~t are certaiuly betrayed, and they
who esteem are always disappointed; iSllot to
awaken judgment, but to inflame temerity. With.
out hope, tll~'re can be no caution. ThQllc who are
convinced, that no reason, for preference can be
found, will ue~er harass their thoughts with doubt
aud deliberation; they will resolve, shJce tbey are
doomed to ,misery, that no needless anxiety shall
disturb their quiet; they will plunge at hazard into
the crowd, and snatch the first haud that shall be
held towllrd them. '

That the world is over.rnD with vice,' cannot be
denied; but vice, however predominant, has not
yet gained an unlimited dominion. Simple and un·
mingled good is not in our power, but we may ge­
nerally escape a greater evil by suffering a less; aDd
therefore, those wbo undertake to initiate the youug
and ignorant in the knowledge of life, should be
careful to inculcate the possibility of virtue and hap­
piness, and to encourage endeavours by prospects
of success.

You, perhaps, do not suspect, that these are tbe
sentiments of one who has been subject for JUany
years to all the hardships of antiquated virginity;
has been long accustomt'd to tbe coldness of neglect,
and the petulance of insult; has been mortified in
full assemblies by inquiries after forgotten fasbions,
~ames long disused" and wits and beauties Df an·
cit'llt renown; has ~en iinited, with maliciou.~ im·
portunity, to_the second wedding of ulaoy acquaint.
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IDees; bas been ridiculed by two generations of co.
qlletta in whispers intended to be heard; and been
lung considered by the airy anti gay, as too Tcner.'
able for ,familiarity, aDd too wise for pleasure. It
is indL'ed natural for injury to provoke auger, and
by continual repetition to produce an habitual as·
perity; yet I have hitherto struggled with so mllc!l
li,:;-i1auce against my pride and my resentment, that
I have preserved my temper uncorrupted. I have
not yet made it any part ..r my employment to col.
leet ~entenc~s against marriage; nor am inclined to
leseen the number of the few friends wbom time ha~

left me, by ltbstructing that happiness which I ClIlnOt
pJrtake, and vellting my vexation in censures of the,
forwardness and indiscretion of girls, or the incon.
stancy, tastelessness, and perfid.y of men.

It is, indel'd, not very difficult to bear that can.
dition to which we are not cOlldemnel by' nece~sity,
but induced by observation aud choice; and there.
fore I, perhaps, nave neyer yet felt all the malig.
nity with which a reproach, edged with tbe appel.
Lition of. old maid, swells some 01' those hearts ill
wbich it is. infixed. I was not crmdemned in my
youth to solitude, either by indigence or deformity,
nor passed the earlier part of life withont the fiat­
tery of courbhip, and the joys of triumph. 1 have
danced the round of gaiety amidst the mllrmul'l
of envy, and gratulations of applause; been at.
teuded from pleasure to pleasure by the great, the
sprightly, and tlte vain; and seen my regard soli.
cited by the obsequiousness of gallantry, the gaiety
of wit, and the timidity of love. If, therefore, I
am yet a stranger to Jluptial happiness, I sujf~l"

only the consequences of my own resolves, and ClWl

luok back upon the succession of lovers, \Vho~e ad-
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(rresses 1'h~ve rejectea, without gne1, and witllOut
malice. ,

When my n-ame first began to be'inscribedujion
glasses, I was honoured with the amorous profes.
sions of the gay Venustulus, a gentll"inail, 'Who, be.
ing the only son of a wl'a\lhY'~amily, hila been edn.
cated in all the wantonness of expense, and so'ft.
ness of effeminacy.. lIe was beautiful in his person,
and easy in his address, and, therefore, soon gain­
ed 11 pon my eye at. an age ,vhen the sight is very
little over-ruled by the understanding. He bad not
any power in himself of gladdening or amusing;
"'nt supptied'hiswant of conversation by treats and
diversiops; and his chief art of courh.hip 'was to fill
the mind of his mistress with parnes, rambles, mu·
sick, and shows. "We were often engaged in short
excursions to gardens and seals, and I 'Was for a
'wlliJe pleased with the care which Venustulus dis.
covered in securing me 'from any appearance of
danger, or possibility of mischance. He never
failed to recommend caution to his coachman,' or
to promise the waterman a reward'if he landed us

, safe; and always contrived to return by day'-lTgnt
for fear of robbers. This extraordinary sofieitnde
~as represented for a time as the effect o'f bis ten·
derness for me ; 'but fear is too strong for contUm­
cdhypocrisy. I soon discovcred', that Vennstulns
had the co'wardice as well as elegance of a 'female.
~I1is imagination "was perp~tually clond-eti- with 'tel'.
rors, and he could scarcely refrain from -screams
and outr.ries at any accidental surprise. He durst
DC t cnter a room if a rat was heard be'hind the wain.
ilcot, DfJr cross a field,where'the cattle were frisk.
ill'g ill the sunshine; the lc~st breeze that waved
upon the river was a storm, and 'every clamOUr 111
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the sh"eet was a cry of fire. ' I have seen· himlos9
his colour when my squirrel had broke his chain;
and was forced to throw water in his face on the
sudden entrance of a black cat. Compassion alice
o~liged me to Wive away with my fan, a beetle that
krllt him in dititress, and chide off a dog that yelped
at lIis heels, to which he would gladly have given up
me to facilitate his own escape. Women naturally
expect defenctl and protection from a lover Or a
husba.nd, and therefore you will not think me culpa- ,
ble ill refusing a wretch, who would ha,'e burdened.,
life with unnecessal"y fears, and flown to me for
that SUCCEJUr \\ hich it was, his doty to have given.

My next lover was Fungasa, the son of a stock­
jqbber, whase 'fisits my friends, by the importunity
of pCrliuasion, prevailed upon me'to allow. Fun.
go.a was no very snitable companion; for baving
been bred in a counting-house, he spoke a la.nguage
llQiutelligjble in any other place. lIe had no desire
of any reputation but that of an acute prognostica-,
tor of the changes iu the funds;' nor had any means
of raising merriment, but by telling h~w somebody
was over-reached in a bargain by his father. He
Will, however, It youth of gl'eat sobriety and pru­
dence, and frequ, ntly informed us bow carefully he
would impro\'c my fortune. I was not in haste to
conclude the match, but was so much awed by my
pareuts, that I cjurst not dismiss him, and might
perhaps hal'c byeo doomed for ever to ~he grossness:
of pedlary, llnd the jargon of usury, had not a fraud
Jx.~~n disoovered ill the seWement,..which set me free'
from the persecHtion oJ groveling pride, and peeu­
lIiuy impudence. , ,

I 'vas aftcrwa,rds six monthll without any p&rticu­
~ar noti~e, but ilt last became the idol of the glit.ter~,
Ut, Flosculus, who prcicribed the mode of cmbroi-
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dery to all the tops of his time, an'd varied at }ilea­
sure the cock of every hat, and the sleere of every
coat that appeared iii fashionable assemblies. f'los­
culus made some impression upon my heart by a
compliment which few ladies can hear without emo- I

tion; he commcndfd my ;kilI in dress, my judg­
ment in suiting colours, and my art in, disposing
ornaments. But Flosculus was t60 much engaged
ltJ his own elegance, to be 5uflieiently attentive to
tTle duties of a lover, or to please with Taried praise
an ear made delicatE; by riot of adulation. lie ex­
pected to be repaid part of his 'tr~bntc, and slaid
away three days, because I neglected to take notice
<if a new coat. I quickly found, that FJosculu5
was rather a rival than an admirer; and that we !

s~ould probably live in a p~rpctual strn~gle of emu·
]ous finery, a~d sp.end otir lives in stratagems to lie
first in the fashion:

I had soon after the honour at a feast of attract.
iilg the eyes of Dentatus, one of those, human be­
ings whose only happiness is to dine. Dentatus reo
galed me with foreign varieties, ~old me of mea­
sure,s that he had laid for procuring the best cook
in Franct', and entertained me with bins of farc,
prescribed the arrangement of dishes, and taught
me two sauces invented. by himself. At length,
such is thl' uncertainty of humahhappiness, 1 de­
clared my opinion too hastily upon a pie made un.
der his own direction; after which he grcwso cold
an~1 negligent, that he was easily dismissed.
, Many other lovers, or pretended lovers, I have
had the honour to "lead 'a while in triumph. Eut
two of them 1 drove from me, I,ly discovering that
they had no taste or Imowlcdgein musick; three 1
dismissed, because tlley ,were drunkards; two, be­
¢ause they' paid their addr~lles at the same time to
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other ladies; and six, because they attempted to
iutluence my choice by bribing my maid. Two
more I discarded at the second visit for obscene al.
lusions; and five for drollery on religion. In the
latter part of my reign, I sen tenced< two to perpe.
tual exile, 'for' offering me settlements, by which
the children of a former'marriage would have been
injured; four, for representing falsely the value of
their estates; three for concealing their'debts; and
one, for raising the rent of a decrepit tenant.

I have now sent yoil a narrative, which the ladies
may oppose to the tale Of Hymenreus. ~ mean not
to depreciate the sex which has produ.:ed poets and
philosophers; heroes and martyrs; but will not
suffer the rising gep.eration or beauties to be deject­
ed by partial satire; or to iID;lgine tilat those who
censured them have not likewise their follies, and
their vices. 'I do not yet beliefe· happiness unat­
tainable in marriage, though I have never yet been
able to find a man, with whom' I could prudently
venture an inseparable union. It is necessary to
expose faults, that their deformity·may be seen;
but the reproach ought not to be extended beyond
the crime, 'nor either sex tu be contemned, because
lome women, Oi," men, are indelicate or dishonest.

, ' : I am, &c.
'l'RAN9UILLA.
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Reddilum eyri .olio Phraa18.
Dissiden. plebi, "'''''frO be"I,,",'"
Eximil virtus, p"pulur.:'iueja/;;~

, -- lJedocet Itti
'Vlciblt.. Ho...

True virlue can dle crowd onleaell
Their fal$e mislakcn ("rli,s' of speech;
Virtue, to c:rm,-d. Il toe prolest.,
Disdains to Bumber with tile blest
Phrllates, by hi, slaveI' ador'd,
And to th" 1'Ilrthilln crown restor'd. FllANe".

I N the reign of Jenghiz Call, conqueror of the rast,
in the city vf Samarcand, lived Nouradin the ml'f'
chant, renowned throul/;hout all the regit>Ds of In.
dia, for the extent of his commerC(', aud die inte­
grity of his dealings. His warebouses were filled
witll all the commodities of thc remotest natiG!:l;
every rarity of nature, nery turio~ity of art, what.

• ever was valuable, whate"cr was useful; basted to
his hand. The streets were crowded with bis tar·
tlages; tbe sea was covered witb his ships; the
.treams of Oxus were wearied with conveyance,
and every breeze of the sky wafted wealth to Nou­
radio.

At length Nonradin felt himself seized with a
tfow malady, which he first endeavoured. to di!ert
by application, and afterwards to relieve by Juxor, I
and uldnlgence; but finding hi. strength every day
k~s, be was' at last terrified, and called for bIll'

J
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upon the sages of pbysick: they filled his apart.
Brent~ with alcxipharmicks, restoratives, and essen.
tial virtues; the pearls of the ocean were dissolved,
the spices of Arabia w~re distilled, and' all ths
powers of nature were employed to give new spirits
to hi~ lIerves, and Ilew balsam to his blood•. Nou.
ratlin was for some tillle &lIlused with proqIises, in.
ligorated with cordials, or soothed with anodynes;
but the disease preyed upon his vitals, and he soon
discovered with indignation, that health was Dot to
be bought. He' was confined to his chamber, de.
sertcd by his physicians, and rarely visited by hia
friends; but his unwillingness to die flattered biUJ.
long with hopes of life.

At length, having passed the night in tedious Ian..
gllOr, he called to him Almamouliu, his only son,
and,' dismissing his attendants, "My son," says
he, "behold here the weakn,ss and fragility of
'~mao; look backward a few dars, thy father wa'
"great and happy, fresh as the vernal rose, and
" strollg as thll, cedar of the mountain; the nations
"of Asia drank his dews, and art and commerce
" delighted in his shade. Malevolence beheld me,
" and sighed: His root, she cried, is fixed in the
" depths; it is watered by the fountains of Oxns;
" it lends out branches afar, and bids defiance to
"the blast; prudence reclines ag~llst his trunk"
" and prosperity dances on his top. l~OW, Almy
"mou.lin, look upon me withering and prostrate,;
" IOIlIr. upon me, and attend. I have traffickt.'Ci, I
" have prospered, I have rioted in gain; my hO\l$8
" ii spleftdid, my servants are numercH!s; yet I dis..
" played only a small part of my riches; the 'rest,
"y,hic.h I was hindered from enjoying by the fear
"of raising envy, or tempting rapacity, I han
" piled in towers, 1 have buricJ ill ca.verol, 1.lune

TUl.. v. ~c,
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" hidden in sreret repositories, whicll this scroll
" will discover. My purpolle was, after ten montf.s
~ more spent in commerce, to have withdrawn DIy
'" wealth to a safer col1ntry; to have given seven
" years to dcligl\t and festivity, and the remaining
" part of my days to solitude and repeBtantle; but
" the hand of death is upon me; a. fri§.orifick tor.
\' por encroaches upOft.my veins; I &1IIi now lca;vwg
~ the produce of my to-il, which it must be thy busi.
"ness to enjoy with wisd'om.'.' The. thought of
leaving his wealth filled N.ouradin with such grid,
that he fell into convuMoliS, became delirious, aud
expired,

Almamoulin, who loved his father, was touched
a while with honest sorrow, and sat· two hours in
profound meditati()n, without perusing the paper
which he held in his hand. He then retirt>.d to.Jlil
own chamber:, as overborne with affliction, and
there read the inventory of his new possessions,
which swelled his hea.rt with snch transports, that
he no longer limented.his father's death. .He. \Va,
now sufficiently composell to order a. funeral of mo­
ciest magnificence, suitable at once· to the ran k of
Nouradin.'s profession, and the repntation of his
wealth. The two next nights be spent ill visiting the
tower and t~e ca~ertls,and found the treasu..es great.
er to his eye than to his imagipation.
" Almamoulin had been bred to-the pt"llCtice of ex·
llet frugality, alld had· often Jouked with eoyy on
the. finery and expenses of other· youag mon: lUI

. therefore believed, that happiness was n.o.w in hi~

power, since he could obt,un all of wbit'h 4e )jail
hitherto been accustomed to regret tile waut.. H.
resolved to give a loose to his desires, to reve[ in cn.
joyment,. and feel pain or ulMlllsillcsSnll moce. I

.. '.lle .imwediatdy.· procul't:d & splondid ~iWP~~
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dressed his servants in tieD 'embroidery, anil co.-erect
his horses with goldoo caparisons. He showered
down silver on the populace, and suffered their ac,""
clamations to swell him' with insoltltlce. The nobles
I.ilf him \lith anger, the wise'men o(tOO state com­
bined against him, the leaders of armies threatened
his destrnction. Almamoulin was informed of ;bd
danger: he put on the robe of mouming in the pre.
lence of his enemies, ami appeased them with gold; ,
and gems, and. supplication.

He then sOllght to strengthen himself, by an al.·
1ia:lce with the princrs of Tartary, and offered the
price of kingdoms for a wife of noble birth. His
snit was generally rejected, and bis presents re.
fused; bnt the princess of AstracMl once conde.:
scended to admit bim to ber presence. She received'
him sitting on a throne, attired in the robe of roy­
alty, and shining with the jewels of Golconda;,
command sparkled in he~ eyes, and dignity towered
on her forehead. Ahilamol1lin approached and
trembled. She saw his confusion and disdained
him: How, says she, dares the wret«h hope my
obedience, who tblls shrinks at my ~lance? Retire,
anti enjoy thy riche'! in llordid ostentation; thon
wast ~orn to be wealthy, but never canst be great.

He then coaUraeted his desires to more private'
and domestick pleasures. He boilt palaces, he laid
out gardens, he cltan.ged the face of the land, he
transplanted forests, he levelled mOl1ntain~, opened
prospects into distant regions, poured fountains frolI\
the tops of turrets, and rolled river" through ne\,­
ehannels.

These' amusell)ents plea~ed him for a time; bnt
languor and weariness soon invaded him. Hi.'
bowers lost tlteir fragrance, and the waters mur­
IDlned withotlt Rotiee. He purchued lari~tru:ti

Ge~
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of land in distaftt proviDers, adorned them witll
)louses of pleasure, and diversified them with ac­
commodatiollS for different seasons. Change of
place at fint relicved hid satiety, but aU the novel.
tit's of situation were soon exhausted; he found
his heart ncant, and his desires, for want of ex­
ternal Obj~Ct8, ravaging himself•

. lie therefore rcturned to Samarcand, and set i

open his doors to those whom idleness sends out in
Bcarch of pleasure. His tables were always covered
'With delicacies; wines of every vintage sparkle4 in
hi, bow-Is, and his lamps scattered perfumes. The
sound of the lute, and the voioo of the singer, chased
away sadness; every hour was crowded with plea­
sure; and the day en<kd and began with feasts and
clances, and revelry and merriment. Almamouliu
cried out, " I have at last found the ulle of riches;
" I am surrounded by companions, who view my
" greatness without envy; and I enjoy at once the
" raptures of popularity, and the safety of an ob.
" srure station. . What trouble can he feel, whom
"all are studious to please, that they may be reo
" paid "ith pleasure? What danger ean he dread,
" to whom every man is a friend?"

Such were the thoughts of Alm~moul,n, as be
looked down from a lJllUery upon the gay assembly,
ngaling at his expense; but in the midst of this so..
Jiloquy, an officer of justice elitefed the house, and,
in the form of legal eltation, sUIlImoned Almamou.
lin to apppar before the emperor. The guests stood
a while aghast, then stole imperceptibly away, 811d
he was led oil' without a single voice to wi,tnels his
integrity. He now fOllnd one of bis most frequent
visitants accll1iing, him of treason, in hopes of shar.
ing his confiscation; yet, unpatroniz~an~ unSllp..
JlortelJe ,he cleared himself by the 0P8~ of inno.



he was dis-.
perished ia ,

eence; and the consiliteoce of truth;
missed with honour, and his accuser
.prison.

Almamolllin now perceived with how little rca­
SOil he had hopl.'<! for jasti.ec or fidelity from those
who live ooly to gratify their senses; and, being.
now weary with· vain experiments upon life and.
fruitless researches after felicity, he had recourse to
a sage, who, after spending his youth in travel and
observation, had retireu from all human cares, to a
small habitation on the hanks of Oxus, where he
conversed 011'1 with such as solicited his counsel.
" Brother," saill the philosopher, " thou hast suf­
" fered thy reason to be dduded by idle hop<ls, and
,; fallacious appearances. Having long looke<l. with
"desire upon riches, thon hast taught thyself to
." think them more valuable thall nature designed
" them, and to expect from them, what experience
"has DOW t.1.ugllt thee, that they cannot give.
" That they do 110t confer wisdom, thou miyest
" be convinc~d, by cOllsidtlring at how dear a·price
"they tempted thee, upon thy first cntran~ int(j
" the world, to purchase the empty sound of vulgar.
"acclamation. That they cannot bestow fortitude­
" or magnanimity, that man may be certain, who
" stood trembling at A~traca.n, before a being not
"lIaturally supellior to himself. That they will
" not supply unexhausted pltJ;\sure, the recoUec.
" tion 01" forsaken palaces, and neglected gardens,
"will ca",ily inform thee. That they rarely pur.
"chase friends, thOll didst soon di~cover, when
" thou wert left to stand thy trial uncountenanced
"and alone. Yet think not riches useless; there
" are purposes to which a wije man may be de­
"l~hted to apply them; they may, by a ration­
"at diltrnutioa. to thQstl who want them", ~~

cc3
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•, the pains of helpless disease, still the thl'Ohs of
" restless anxi('!tJ', relieve innocence from oppres.
"sion, and raise imbecility to' cheerfulness and
"vigour. This they will enable tbee to penorm,
',' and this will afford the only happiness ordained
.~ for Qur present state, the confidence of diviDe
" favour, and the hope of future rewards."

N° al. tUESDAY, MAY 14, 1751•

•
C imitatD'ru. 'en'Um pccw! HOll.

Away, ye imitaloll, aervile herd·!
ELI'BIN'~f)".

t HATE been inform~ by a letter from one of the
universities, that among the. youth from whom the
next swarm ofreasont'1'!l is to-learn philosophy, and
the next flight of beauties to hear elegies and son­
nets, there are many, who, instead of endeavouring
by books and meditatio. to fora thdr owa opini.
ons, ~ontent themselves with the seconda.ry know.
ledge, which a eonvenie~t bench in a ~offee.bouse

~n supply; and, without any examination OF dis­
thlction, adopt tlte-<;riticisms and remarks, which
happen to drop from those who have risen, by me.
rit or fortune, to reputation llDd authority. .

These humble tetailer. of knowledge my COI'l'e-­

.pondent stigmatizes with the· name of &h~; ud
ae-elDs Ilesirous th.at they tihould be.-made uJuun~ of
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-lazy submission, and animated to attempts after
new discoverieB, aDd original sentiments.

It is very natural for young men to be leh~ment,

acrimonious, and se,·crc. ,For, as they seldom com.
preheud at once aU thc consequences of a I,osition,
or perceive the difficulties by which cooler and more
experienced reasoners are restrained from confi.
dencc, they form their conclusions with grcat pre.
cipitance. Seeing nothing that can darken or em­
barrass the question, they expect to find their own
Qpillion universally prevalent, allli are inclined 'to
impute uncertainty and hesitation to want of hones.
ty, rather than of knowledge. I may, perhaps,
ther~flll'e, be reproached' by my lively correspon.
dent, w hen it shall be found, that I have no ineli.
nation to persecute these collectors of fortuitous
knowledge with the severity required; yet, as I am
DOW too old to be much pained by hasty censure, I
shall not to! afraid of taking into protection those
whom I think, condemncd without a sufficient know.
It'd~e of thcir cause. .'

He tllat adopts the sentiments of another, whom
he has reason to belicve wiscr than himself, is only
to be blamed whcn he claims the honours which are
not dne but to thc author, and cndeavours to de.
ceive the world into praise and veneration; for, to
leam, is the proper lnIsine~s of youth; alld whee
ther we increase onr knowledge by hooks or by
couversation, we are equally indebted to foreigu
assista.nce.

The greater pirt of Bh:dents are not born with
I.bilitics to construct systems, or advance know.
ledge; nor call have any hope beyond that of bc.
~u,millg intelligcnt hoarers ill the schools of art, of
bdug able to comprehend what others discover, and
to, rcnu:mber w..hat others te~ch. Even those tl).
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whom Providence hath allotted greater strength of
understanding, can expect only to improve a single
.cience. I~ every other part of learning, they
must be content to follow opinions, which they are
.not able to examine; and, even in that which they
claim as peculiarly their own, can seldom add morll
than some small particle of knowledge to the here­
ditary stock devolved .to them from ancient times,
the collective labour of a thousand intenect!l~

In science, which, being fixed and limited, ad.
mits of no other variety than such as arises from
new methods of distribution, or new art5 of iIlus.
tration, the necessity of following the traces of our
predecessors ill indisputably evident; but there ap.
pears no reason why imagination Jlhollid be subject
to the same restraint. It might be conceived, that
of those who profess to forsake the ~arrow paths of
truth, everyone may deviate towards a different
point, since, though rectitude is uniform and fixed,
obliquity may be infinitely diversified. The roads
of science are narrolV, so that they who travel
them, must either follow or meet one another; bllt
in the boundless regions of possibility, which fiction
claims for her dominion, there are surely a thousand
recesses unexplored, a thousand flowers unplucked,
a thousand fountains unexhausted, combinations of
imagery yet unobserved, and races of ideal inhabi.
tants not hitherto describM. .

Yet, whatever hope may persuade, or reason
evince, experience ea.n boast of very few additions
to ancient fable. The wars of Troy, and the tra­
~els of Ulysses, have furnished almost all succeed.
ing poets with incid~nts, characters, and sentimenu.
The Romans are confessed to have attempted little
mOre than to display in their own tongue the inven.
QuIlS of the Greeks. There is, ill all their writ.
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iogs, suclJ a llerpetual recurrence of allusions 10 the
tales of the fabulous age, that they must be con.
fessed often to want that power of giving pleasure
which'novelty supplies; nor can we wonder that
they excelled so much ill the graces of diction, when
we con~idcr how rarely they were emllloycd iQ
icarch of new thoughts.

The warmest admirers of the great Mantuan poet
ean extol him for little more than the skill with
which he has, by making his hero both a traveller
and a warrior, united the beauties of the Iliad and
the Odyssey in one composition: yet his jndgment
was perhaps sometimes overblXne by his al'arice of
the Homeric treasures; and, for fear of sufferin~ a
sparkJing ornament to, be lost, he has inserted it
where it cannot shine with its original splendour.

When Ulysses visited the infernal regions, he
found among the heroes that perished at Troy, hi.
competitor, Ajax, who, when the 'arms of Achilles
were adjudged to Ulysses, died by his own hand ill
the madness of disappointment. He still appeared
to resent, as on earth, his ioss and disgrace. Ulys.
ses endeavoured to pacify him with praises and sub..
mi,sion; but Ajax walkl'd away without fl'ply,
This passage has always been comidered as emi.
nently beautiful; because Ajax, the haughty chief,
the unlettered soldier, of unshaken courage, of im,
mOleable constancy, but without the powcr of re.
commending his own virtues by eloqucnce, or en.
forcing his assertions by ~ny other argumcnt than
the sword, had no way of making his anger known,
but by gloomy sullenness and dumb ferocitY'. His
hatred of a man whom he conceived to have defeat.
cd him only by volubility of tongue, was therefore
naturally shown by silcnce, more contemptuous and
vjcrc.~~ than jlllY 'yQrds tPllt SQ ru~e all ori\tQi
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,vhom Providence hath allotted gr !
understanding, can expect onlyy i
'cience. In every other p~} j1
must be co~tcnt to follow Q; /.. the shades, he
not able to examine; and,';"" whom his per.
claim as peculiarly their/:/: i accosts her with
than some small parti~1, :::: • .., lady turns allay
ditary sto~k devolvr,: ; i .' ~he turns away like
the collective labon; ,,' dim in none of those qJla. :

. In science, wh~', J dignity or propriety to si.
mlts of no otbe', rlthout allY departure from the
new methods .' .Hluct, have burst out, lik.e other
traHon, the II ., into clamour, reproach,· and dr,
predecessorp but Virgil had his imagination full 01
pears JlO f' oJ therefore could not prevail on himself to
to the sa'ida all V other Illode of resentment. ,
of thos~/I~jr!iil ~onld be thus seduced by imitation, I

trl~th. ~ ",iii h<l liLlIe hope that common wits should
pOlO :::;~; ami accordingly we find that, besides the:
Obi "'Jf~'r,;al an[l acknowledged practice of copying th~
o! jP • I 'I d' t'. ~('imts. trll'r<' las preval e In every ag-e a par IClI' '

I far s;]~r.if'..q ~){ ~j('tion.. At one time, all truth "':Ii

/

C')n"..-yed in al';)gory; at another, nothing was seen
b"l. i.ll a vision; at one period, all the poets follow.
ed si1~ .. P. and every event produced a pastoral; at
.'wtlln, they busied themselves wholly in giring
dirc'lwJIl' to a painter.

. I t i~ imJ"d ca<y to conceive why any fashion
,1101l1d beeo;]l.' popular, by which idleness is far.
oured, ull(hml>ecility assisted; but surely no man
of genius can much applaud himself for repeating a
~'tie wid! wh;r'h the audience is already tired, and,

;ch could b,ing no honour to any but its inHn-

.ere are, I think, two schemes of writing, ou
h the laborious wits of the prescnt time employ
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their facultics. ..one is the adaptation of sense to all
the rhymes which our language can supply to some
1rord that makes the burden of the stanza; but thi~,

as it has been only used in a kind of amorous bur­
lesque, can scarcely be censured with much ac: i•.
mony. The other is the imitation of Spenser, whir-h,
by the influence of some me» of learning and geni.
us, seems likely to gain upon the age, and there.
fore deserves to be more attentively censidered.

To imitate the fictions and sentiments of Spenser
can ipcur no reproach, for allegory is perhaps one
of the most pleasing vehicles of instruction. But I
am very far from extending the same respect to his
lliction or his stanza. His style was in his own
time allowed to be vicious, so darkened with old.
words allll peculiarities of phrase, and 50 remota.
from common usc, that Joh~ol1 boldly pronounecs
him to hal'e wl"itten no language. His stanza is at
once diffimlt and unpleasing; tiresome to the lOar
by its uniformi~y, and to the attention by its length.
It was at first formlOd in imitation of the Italtan
poets, without due regard to the gciJ.lus of our lan­
guage. The Italians have little ...ariety of termina.
tion, and were forced to eOntdTe such a stanza all
might admit the greatest n11lllbcr of similar rhymes;.
but our words end with so much diversity, that it
is seldom convenient for us to- bring more thaa two
flf the same sound together. If it be justly obsen.
I'd hy Milton, that rh)'me obliges poets to exprclli-­
their thoughts in imprQpcI' tenns, these improprie..
lit·s must always be multiplied, as the difficulty o.f
rhyme i,~ increased by long concatenations,

The imitators of Spenser arc indeed not T.'ry ri.
gi<1 censors of themselves, for they seem to con.,
cl'ide that, whell they have disfigured their line.
With-a few·obsolete sylhbles, they h,ne accomplish-
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cd their design, withont ~onsidering that they ought
not only to admit old words, but to avoid new.
The laws of imitation are broken by every word
introduced since till time of Spenser, as the charac.
ter of Hector is violatl·d by quoting Aristotle in the
play. It would indeed be dilficult to exclude frolll
a long poem all modern phrases, though it is easy
to sprinkle it with gleanings of antiquity. Per.
haps, however, the style of ~penser might by long
labour be justly copicll; but life is surely given UI

for higher PUl'poses than to gather what our ances.
tors hav,c wisely thrown away, a.nd to learn what '
is of no value, but because it has been forgotten.

N° 12'%. SATURDAY, MAY 18, 1751•

•
'Ne!cio qua natale !o/un. ditlcedine CUllCtOl

DfJ.cit. OVIIl.

Dy srcret charms our native land attracts.

NOTIIING is more subject to mistake and disap­
pointment than anticipated judgment conceruing
the easiness or difticulty of any undertaking, w·he.
ther we form our opiuion from the performance of ,
others, or from abstracted contemplation of the
thin,:; to be attempted.

Whatever is done skilfully appears to be done
with ease; and art, when it is once ma.tured to ha.
bit, vani!hL'1I from observation. Weare therefore
iUorepowerfully excited to emulation, by those
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w1l0 have attained the highest degree of exeellem:e,
and whom we can therefore with least rc~on hope
to equal. ,

10 adjusting the probability of success by a prl'.
TiollS consideration of the undertaking, we' are
t'lJually in danger of dl'cl'i"ing ounehes. It is
Ol',Ter easy, nor often pos,ible, to comprise the se.
ries of any process with all its circumstances, inci.
dents, and' variations, ilia speculative scheme. Ex_
perience soon shows us the tortuosities of im~ina_

ry rectitude, the complications of simplicity, aud
the asperities of smoothness. Sudden dillicuities,
often start up from the ambushes of art, stop tho
career of activity, fl'press the gaiety of confidence,
and, when we imagine ourselves almost at the end
of our labours, drivc us back to ncw plans and dir;:
ferent measures.

There are many things which we every day see
others unable to perform, Bnd perhaps have eTell
ourselves miscarried in attempting; and yet can
hardly allow to be difficult,; nor can we forbear to
wonder afresh at e"ery new failure, or to promise
certainty of success to our ncxt essay; but when we
try, the same hindrances recur, the same inability
i,; perceived, and the vexation of disappointment
must again be suffered.

Of the various killds of speaking or writing,
which sene necessity, or promote }J!easure, none
appears so artless Qr easy as simple narration; for
'lI'hat should make him that know~ the whole order
and progress of an afii&ir unable to rcfate itl Yet
we hourly find such as endeavour to entertain or \
instruct Ul! by recitals, clouding the facts which
they intend tu illustrate, and lusing them.elfes and
their auditors in wilds and mazes, ,in digressioos ami
~\,lofusioD. When we have congratul&tcd oursehua

YOLo T. D D
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"pon a lIew opportunity of i~qniry, 3.Ild new means
Qf information, it often happens that, without de.
ligning either deceit or concealment, without ignor­
ance of the fact, or unwillingness to disclose it, the
relator fills the ear with empty sounds, hara!lSe& the
attention with fruitless impatience, and disturbs the
imagination by a tumult of eTents, without order of
arne, or train of conseqtlen~.

It is natural to believe, upon the same principle,
that no writer has a more easy task than the histo­
rian. The philosopher has the work.s of omni.
lcience to examine; and is therefore engaged ill di••
quisitions, to which finite intellects are utterly un·
equal. The poet trusts'to his im'ention, and is not
only in danger of those inconsistencies, to whick
everyone is expos~d by departure from truth; bul

, may be censured as well for deficiencies of ma.tter, as
lor irreguhuity of disposition, or impropriety of or·
nament. But the happy historian has no other la­
&Jour than of gathering what tradition pours down
before him, or records treasure for his use. He hal
only the actions and designs of men like himself to
conceive and to- relate; be ill' not to form, but copy
rharacters, and therefore is not ],lamed for tbe in­
eoneistency_ of statesmen, the injuslice of tp'30ts, or
the cowardice of commanders. The- dilfieult,. ~f

making vaJiety' consistent, or uniting probabililJ
with surprise, neecls not to distlK'b him; the mat­
8ers and actions of his personages are already fiXl'll;
his mltterials llrc provided and put into -his hand',
and he is at leisl1re to employ all his p~wen in ar-
rangmg and displaying them. . _

_Yet, even with these advantagee, very fllW ill
any· age have been able to raise themselvCi to rt>pu­
tation by writing -histories; and among the inau- I

llterable authors, who fill e"ery uaQOIl. with accOUllts
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of theil' aueestON, or UBderlake to transmit to fu­
iurity the events of their own time, the greater
part, when fashion and novelty have ceased to re­
commend them, lU'e of no other use than ehroDolo.·
peal memorials, which necessity may sometilDes r~
qnire to be cODsulted, but which fright away curi.
osity, and disgust delicacy.

It is observed, tha.t our nation, which has pro­
duced 50 many authors ewineu.t for almost every
other speciCli of literary cxcelletlce, h~s been hither­
tlJ remarkably barFen of historical genius; and, so
far has dlis tlefcct raised prejudices against us, that
lome have doubted whether a'n Englishman call stop
at thai mediocrity ot' style, 01" confine his mind to
that even tenonr of imagination, whiclI narrative
requires.

They who can believe that nature has so caprici.
ously distributed understanding, have surely no
claim to the honour of serioDs confutation. The
inhabitants oJ the ,ame couniry baTe opposite cha­
racters in different ages;. the prevalence or neglect
of any particular study can proceed only from the
accidental influence of some temporary cause; and
~f we have failed in history, we caohave failed only
because history has not hitherto been diligently cuI.
nvaWd. .

But how is it evident, that we have Jlot historians
among us, whom we may venture to place in eom.
~rison with any that the neighbouring nations can
produce-? The attempt of Raleigh ill desel'1'ooly ce.
lebrated for the labour of his researches, and the
elegance of ]lis style; bot he has endeavoured to
exert his jwlgment more than his genius, to select
lads, rather than adorn them; and has produced
an historical dilisertation, but seldom ritieD to th.
majesty oLhiitorl' .

DD2
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Tile works of Clarendon deserve more teglU'd.
Bis diction ill indcedncither exact in itaelf, no~

Hited to the purpose of history. It is the eft'usioll
flf a mind crowdud with ideas, and d.clirous of im.
parting them; and therefore always accumulating
words, and invohing one clause and sentence in
another. But there is in his nugli~enee a rude, in.
artificial ma.jesty, which, without the nicety of II..
boured elegance, swells the mind by its plenitude
and diffusion. His narration is not perhaps suffici.
ently rapid, being stolJped too frequently by patti•

. eutarities, which, though they might Iitrike the au­
t40r who was present at the transactions, will not
equally detain the attention of posterity. But his
ignorance or ca.rl!lcssness of the art of writing is
amply compensated by his knowledge of natnre and
of policy; the wisdom of his maxims, the justness
of his rca.~onings, and the variety, distinctness, a.nd
Itrellgth of his characters. '

But none of our writers can, in my opinion,
jBltly eonttlit the superiority of Knolles; who, in
his history of the Turks, has displayed all the ex­
cellencies that narration can admit. His style,
though somewha.t obscured by time, and sometimes
.itiated by false wit, is pure, nervous, elevated, a.nd
c1ca.r. A wonderfnl multiplicity of events is so art.
fully arranp;ed, and so distinctly explained, that each
facilitates the knowledge of the next. Whenever a
new personage is introduced, the reader is prepared
by his character for his actions; when a nation is
first attackL'ff, or city besieged, he is made ac·
quainted with its history, or situation; so that I

sreatpart of the world is brought into riew. The
descriptioos of this author arc without ~inuteness,

~d tile digressions without ostentation. Collateral
~fe..~ are sq artfully woven into -the ~ontoxture of
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his principal story, tbat they cannot be disjoined
'll"ithout leaving it lacerated and broken. There ill
nothing turgid in his dignity, nOTBuperflnous in his
£opionsness. }I~ orations only, which he feigns,
like the ancient historians, to have been pronounced
on remarkable occasions, are tedious and languid;
and since they are merely the voluntary sports of
imagination, prove how much the most judicious
and skilful may be mistaken, in the estimate of thm,
oll"n pOwers.

Nothing could have sunk this author in obscuri.
ty but the remoteness and barbarity of the people
wbose story he relates. It seldom happrns, that
all circumstances concur to happiness or fame. The
nation which produced t1lis great historian, has th.
grief of seeing his genius· employed upon Ii. foreign
and lIninterestin~ subject; and that writer who
might baTe secured perpetuity to his nllme, by a
history of his own country, has exposed bimself to"
the danger of obliTion, by recounting enterprise.
and reYolulions, of which nane desire to be j~

formed.

".
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•
Qao 'emel tit imfiutll rC«IIS, senlllbit oMrelll
Test.. dill. HOIl:

What 8eason'd first the vessel, keeps tbe taste.
CIlBae..

T~ THE RAIIBLER.

SIR,

THOUGH I have so long found myself deluded by
projects of honour and diijtinclion, .that 1 often re­
sohe to admit thOO1 no more into my heart; yet,
bow determinately soever excluded, they al ways reo
«;over their dominion by force or stratagem; and
lvbe~ever, ~tcr the lihartest relaxation of vigilj/JIcl',
reason and cautiOI\ return to their charge, they find
hOlle again in posscssion, with all her train of plea­
Bures dancing about h~r.·

Even while I am prep~ring to write a history of
di~appointed expectations, I cannot fo&:bear to Hat.
ter myself, tkat you and your readers are impatient
for my perforUlaDw; and that the sons of learning
have laid down several of your la.te papus with dis.
content, when tbey found that MysQcapelus had de­
layed to continue lIis lIarrative.

.But the desire of gratifying the expectations that
I have raised, is. not the only motive of this rela­
tion, which, hal"ing once prmllised it, J thin~; 11l1·
lelf no lODger at liberty to forbear. .For, hUWe-Hr
.lllll&y haH~ w~hed to clear m1licll' from eyerr other
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adhesion of trade, I hope I shall be always wise
('nougli to re~ain my punctuality, and amidst aU my
!ICW arts of politeness, continue to despise negli.
genec, and detest falsehood.

,vh!!li the death of my brother had dismissed me
from the dutil's ofa shop, I considered myself as re.'
stored to the rights of my birth, and entitled to the
rank and reteption which my ance~tors obtailiCd.
I was, however, embarrassed with many difficultie.
at my first re-entrance into the world; for my haste
to be a gentleman inelined me to precipitate mea..
sures; amI l'very accident that forced me back to.
wards myoId stMion, was considered by me as an
obstruction of my happiness. \ '

It was with no common grief and indignation,
that I found my former companions still daring to
claim my notice, and the journeymen and appren...
tices sometimes pulling me by tloJe sleeve as 1 was
walking in tIle street, and, without any terrour of
my new s'ivord, which was, notwithstanding-, of an
uneO'lllmon size, inviting me to partake of a bottle
at the olq honse, and entertaining me with hilltories
of the girls in the neighbourhood. I had always,
in my officinal state" been kept in awe by lace and
f'mbroidcry; and ima~inl'd that, to fright away these
unwelcome familiarities, nothing was nece!!sary, but
that I should, hy splendour of dress, proclaim my
rClmion with a higher rank. 1 therefore sent for
my tailor; orrlered a suit with twice the usual quan.
tity of lace; and, that I might not let my persecu.
tors increase their confidence, by the habit of ac.
costing me, staid at home till it was made.

This week of confinement I pa~sed in practising a
forbidding frown, a smile of condescension, a slight
salutation, and aD abrupt departure; and 'in four
mornings was allie to turn upon my heel, with s.



muoo le,ity and sprightliness; dtat I made no doubt
of disc9uraging all publick attempts lIpon my dig­
nity. I tbereforeissucd forth in my new coat, with
a resolution of dazzling intimacy to a fitter distance;
and pleased myself with the timidity and reverence,
'Which I should impress irpon all· who had hitherto
presumed tit harass me with their freedoms. But,
wilatcver was the cause, I did not find myself re­
ceived with any new degree of respect; those whom
I intended to dri~e from me, ventured to advance
with their usual phrases of benevolence; and those
whose acquaintance I solicited, grew more super­
cijious and reserved. I began soon to repent the
expense, by which I had procured no adva.ntage,
and to snlpect that "8 sbining dr~ss, like a weighty
wcapol!, has no force in itsel,f, but owes all its ef..
tiacy to him that wears it.

1\1any were the lUortificationsand calamities
which I was condemned: to suffer in my initiation to
politeness. I was so milch tortured by the inces­
saRt chjlities of my companions, that I never pa<sed
through tbat region of the city but in a chair with
the curtains drawn; and 'at last left my lodgings,
aad fixed myself in the verge of die couet. Here I
eudea,,~)Ured to be tbought a gentleman just return-

~ cd from his travels, and was' pleased to ha.ve.my
landlord believe that I was in some danger from im­
portunate creditors; hut this scheme was quickly
defeated by a formal deputation sent to offer me.
though I had now retired from business, the free­
dom of my company.

I was now detected in trade, and therefore re­
solved to stay no longer. 1 hired anotber apart­
ment, and changed my ~ervaRts. Here I lived very
'happily for three mouths, and, with secret satisfac­
toWn, often overbelU'd the fatnily celebrating the
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grt>atness, and felidty of the ('squire; though the
ronycnation seldom ended without some complaint
of my coYetousne~sJ or some remark upun my lan_
gil ilgl', or m)' ~ait. I now oegan to yen(ure into
the puuliek wa1k~, and to J..1l0W the fae.l's of lI.CJbles
alld bcall1i~s; but could not observe, witlwt1t "on..
~('r, a,li 11l3sseu by thCIIJ, how frequcntly they)\crc
talking of a tailor. 1 longed, huwcvcr, to be ad..
mitteu to cumenation, and was hOlTcwhat weary of
'walking in crowds without a, companioll, yet COn .. '
tinllt'u tu cODle and go lIfth tIre relit, till iliad)',
'lbOllJ 1 clHkaVOUfl'd tt) prott:ct ill a crowdrd }Ja~..
fage, as ahe "as about to ~tl-p into her chllriot,
thanked me fOJ' my dvility, and told mc, Ililit as
she had ortt'll distinglli.hl'd me for my JDodt'st and
l"l'iipcclful hl'llaviollr, wbellevcr I set tip for my..
!clf, I nlight cXIJect to scc her among my first cus.
tomers.

Here was an end of all my ambulatory projects.
I indecd sometimes entered th walks agaiu, but
was always bla"te~ by this, destructin' lady; whose
mischievouli generosity recommellded me to hcr ac.
quaiDt3JH~e. Uein~ thcrefore forced t(l practise my
adscititious clloractcr upon ;lnother stage, 1 bctook
myself to a coffee-house frequcJ;lted by Witi, among
whond learned in i1 short time the caut of eritici~m,
and talked 1i0 loudl)' Ilnd 'Volubly of lIature, and
JnllJlllerS, an~Dtim{'Jlt, and diction, and similies,
and contrallts, and action, and pronunciation, that
I was often desired to lead the hiss and clap, and
was fl'ared and hated by the players itlld t)J.e poets.
Many a scntence have I hillsed, whioh I did not un..
derstand, alld mallY a groan ha~·e I uttered, when
tbe ladies were weeping in the boxcs. At last a
J','alignant author, whose perforlll.8Dce I had perie..
0Lttvu through the ~i\le nights, wfote lI,ll enigriA\
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_poD Tape the critick, which drove meCrom. the pit
for ever.

My de&ire to be a fine gentlema~ still oontinned:
I therefore, after a short ,uspeuse, chose a new set
of friends at tlte gaming-table, and was for some
time pleased with tile eivi1ity and openness with
which I found myself treated. I was indeed obliged
to play; but being naturally timOFous and vigilant,
wal never surpri.ed into large SKms. What might
lIave been the consequence of long familiarity with
these plundel'e,.., I had not an opportunity of
knowing; for olle night the constables elltered a.nd
leized us, and I was once more compelled to sink.
into my former condition, by sending for myoId
master toattl.'8't: my cJlaracter.

When I was deliberatittg to what new qnalifica..
tions I shollid aspire, I was summoned into the
country, by an account of my father's death. lIere
I had hopes of being able to distlngftish myself, and I

to support the honour of my family. I therefore
booght gllns ~nd hol'llell, aad, contrary to the ex­
pectation of the tenants, increased the salary of the
huntsman. But when" I entered the field, it was
loon discovered, that I was not destined to the
glories of the chace. I was afraid of tllorns in the
thicket, and of dirt in the mar.h; I shivered on the
brink of a river while the sportsmen ~.r0ssed it, and
trembled at the sIght of a five.bar ~. 'Vhen the
sport and danger were over, I was still equally dis­
~oncerted; for I was effeminate, thongh not de1i­
cate, and could only join a feebly whispering voice
in the elamours of their triumpll.

A fall, by which my ribs were broken, SOOD Ie­

called me to domestick pleasurllll, and I exerted all
my art to obtain the (avoor of the neighbouritg
kdies; but where...er I e~, thera wu ahr&11
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some tmlucky ~onvcrsation Up<m riband~, fiDetlr,
pins, or thread, which dro"1'c all my stock of com.
pliments out of my memory, and overwhelmed me
with ~bame and dejection.

Thus I passed the first tCll years after thc death
of my father, ill which I havc IearJled at last to re­
press that ambition, which I could nc,'er gratify;
and, instead of wastin,; more of my lifc In ,'ain CR.

deal"ours after accomplishments, wbicb, if not early
acquired, JIO endeavours can obtain, I shall con­
fine my care to those hie:her C'Xcellendes which are

. in el"ery man's power, and, tbough I canllot enchant
affection by elegance and ease, hepe to securees­
teem byhone,ty and truth.

I am, .le.
~bIOC"'PELus.

1'°124. SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1751•

.\
--- Taciturn s1jlm.! illu,' reptare ..",l«bres,
Cura"tem quic,!"id dignum .upiente bOll~e ed. Hoa.

To range in silence through each healthful wood,
And nJUse what'. worthy ofthe wise and good.

};LPBINST01O'.

THE season of the year is now come, in wh,ich the
theatres are shut, and the card-tables forsaken; the.
regions of luxury arc for a while unpeopled, and
pleasure leads out her votaries to groves and gar­
dens, to still scenes and erratick gratifications.
Those,who have paued ~any ~o.utha in a continual
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tllmult or (li,erslon l who havo never opened their
eyes in the morning, but upon some new appoint­
IIlllnt; nor slept at night without a dream of dances,
musick, and good hands, or of soft sighs and hllm­
ble supplications; must now retire ttt distant pro­
vinces, where the syrens of Hattery are sca.rcely til
be heard, where beanty sparkles without praise or
cavy, ami wit is repeated only by the echo.

As I think it one of tho most important dnties or
~ocial benevolence to give warning of the approach
of calamity, wh.en by timely prevention it may be
turned aside, or by preparatory measures be more
easily endured, I cannot feel the increasin,; warmth,
or ob~ef't'e the lengthening days, without consider­
ing the condition of my fair rlladers, who arc now
preparing- to leave all that has so long filled up their
hours, all from which they have been accustomed t4»
hope for delight; and who, till fashion proclaims
the liberty of returning to the scats of mirth and
elegance, must endure the rugged 'squire, the sober
housewife, the loud huntsman, or the formal par­
lOll, the roar of obstreperous jollity, or the dulness
of prudential instruction; without any retreat, but
to the gloom of solitud~, where they will yet find
,reater inconveniencies, and -must learn, however
unwillingly, to endure themselves. .

In winter the life of the polite and ~ay may be
.aid to roll on with a strong and rapid current;
they Hoat along from plcaHlre to pleasure, without
tho trouble of regulating th~~ir own motions, and
pursue the course of the stream in all the felicity of
inattention; content tha.t they Hn4 themselves iu
progression, andcarele!ls whither th~y arc guing.
But the months of slimmer are a. kind of sll'eping
stagnation 'Without wind 01' tide, where they are left
to force themslIlvea forward by their own labour,
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and to direct their passage by their own skill; and
l\ here, if the) have not some internal principle uf
activity, they mnst 1.11' stranded upon ShllUOWS, or
lie torpid in a perpetual calm.

There are, iudl'l'd, sOllle to whom this universal
dissolution of gay soddie., affords a. welcome oj,l­
purtunity of quitting, without disgmce, the posl;
which they ha\'c found themselves una,ole to main­
tain; and of seeming to retreat only at the call of
natu re, from assem1.llil's where, after a. short triumpb
of u"contes-ted superiority, they are overpowered
by some new intruder of sufter elegance or spright­
lier ,'iradty. ,Dy these, hopeless of victory, and
yet ashamed to coufess a conquest, the summer iii
regarded as a release from the' fatiguing service of
cl'lcbrify, a dismission to more eerta.in joys and a
safer empire. They now solace themselvcs with the
in(1lJ{'lIce which the)' shall obtain, where they hava
no rhal to fear; and with tlle lustre which ther
shall clfuse, when nothing. can be seen of brighter
splendour. They imaginc, while they arc prt'par­
lug for their jOUl'Ucy, the admiration with which
tn .. rustic!;;s will crowd about tbem; plan the la\H
of a lIew assembly; or coutrhe to dcluue provin­
cia.l ignorance with a fictitious mode. A thousand
plea~ing expectation~ swarm in the (alH~Y;,and all
the approaching weeks arc filleu with. distinctions,
IlOnOUI"5, and authority.

But others, who have latcly entered the world, or
have yet had no proofs of its inconstancy and deser..
tion, are cut all', by this cruel interruption, fro\11
the enjoymcnt of their prcrogatins, auu doomed to
lose fonr months in inactive obscurity. Many Com..
plaints uo vexation and dcsire cXLUrt froill those
exiled tyrants of the town, ilp;aillst the incxorable
sun, who pursues his course without any reianl to

YOLo V. E E
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10Te or beauty; and Tisits either tropick at the
stated time, whether shunned or courted, depre.
cated or implored.

To them who leaTe the places of publick resort
in the full bloom of ..eputation, and withdraw from
admiration, courtship, submission, and applause, a
rural triumph can give nothing equivalent. The
praise of ignorance, and the subjection of weak­
ness, are little regarded by beauties who hal'e been
accustomed to more important conquests, and more
nluable panegyricks. Nor indeed should the

\ powers which have made havock in the theatres, or
horne down rivalry in courts, be degr;1ued to a
mean attack upon the untravelled heir, or ignoble
contest with th!l ruddy milkmaid.

How then mu~t fourlong months be worn away~

Four months, in which there will be no routes, no
shows, no ridottos; in which visits must be regu­
late!l by the weather, and assemblies will depcnJ

. upon the moon! The .platonists imagine, th~t the
futllre punishment of those who have in this life de­
based their reaSlJn by subjection to their senses, and
have preferred the gross gratitications of lewdnes!
and luxury, to the pure and sublime felicity ofTir­
toe and contemplation, will arise from the predo­
minance and solicitations of the same appetites, in a
state which can fnrnish no means of appeasing them.
I cannot but suspect that this month, bright with I

snn~hine, and fragrant with perfumes; this month,
wbich covers tbe meadow with Terdure, and decKS
the gardens witb all the mixture of colorifick radi­
ance; this month, from which the man of fancy
expects new infusions of imagery, and tbe natnra;!­
itt new scenes of obsenation ; this mon~b wiU challl
down multitudes to the Platouick penance of de·
lire without enjoyment, and burry them from th.
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highest satisfactions, which they have y~t learned
to conceive, into a state of hopeleas wisbes and
pining recollection, 'where the eJe of vanity will
look round for aumiration to no purpose, and the
hand of avarice shuffle cards in a bower with inel..
rectual dexterity.

FroID the tediousness of this melancholy SUHpen..
sion of life, I would willingly preserve thme who
are exposed to it, only by inexperience; wlto wallt
not inclination to wisdom or virtue, though they
have been dissipated by negligence, or misled by
examvle; a.nd who would gladly find the way to
rational happiness, though it should be necessary
to struggle with habit, and abandon fashion. To
tbese many arts of spending time might be recom..
mended, which would neither sadden the present
hour with wearinesii, nor tbe future with repent.
ance.

It would seem impossible to a solitary speculatist,
that a human being can want employment. To btl
born in ignorance with a capacity of knowledge,
and to be placed in the midst of a world filled with
variety, perpetually pressing upon the senses and
irritating curiosity, is surely a sufficient security
against the languishment of inattention. Novelty
is indeed necessary to preserve eagerness and ala.
crity; but art and nature have stores inexhaustible
by human in4111ects; and every moment produce.
something new to bim, wbo has quickened his fa.
culties by diligent observation. .

Some studies, for which the country and the sum.
mer afford peculiar opportunities, I shall perhaps
endeavour to recommend iQ a future essay; but if
there be any apprehension nut apt to admit unac·
llllstOllled ideas, or any attention so stubborn aDd
il1tl~xib)c, as DOt el/.Sily to comply ,vitA pew direOo\

):E2



'1'11£ lUMULEll. N- 125.

fions, nen th~se obstructions cannot exclnde tho
pleasure of ajlplieation; for there is a hi~hcr and
Jlobler employment, to which all fac\lltjl~s arc ada!lt.
I'd by him who gare them. The duties of religion.
liineerely and regularly pt>rformed, will alw,,"vs be
~llfficient to CI~lt the meanest, and to e:'lereis~' tlw
highest ulJdcFstanding. 'I'hat mind will never be
Tacallt, which is frequently recalled by stah'd du­
ties to meditations on ell'rnal interests; nor can au)'
honr be long, which is spent in olJtaining BOIne nt~w

l111alificatioQ for celestial happiness.

N° 125. TUESDAY, MAY 28, 1751.

Descripta. strtlare "icc.. apFUIIl'lUC ~oloru.

Cur ego, .i nequeo ignoToque, pacta .ulutor 1 Hea.

But if, through w~a~lle8s. or my want Qfart.
1 can't til every djlfl'rellt style impart
The propt'r strokes and colours it may c!pillJ.
Why a1l1 I hOllour'd with 8 p'Jet's name 1 FnANCIi.

IT is one of the maxims of the civil law, that·cltft.
nition" ar6 ha::ardolls. 'rhinlJs modified by hllman
understandings, &ubject to varieties of complication,
and changeable as experience advances knowledge,
or accident influences capFice, are scarcely tl) be in·
eluded in any standinlJ form of expres5ion, because
they are always suffering 50mealteration oftheir statr.
pefinition is, indeed, not the province of mall; every
thing is set above or below our faculties. The works
pd operaQolUl of ll11ture arc tpo (Feat in their eXlelllJ
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or too much diffused in their relation., and .the per•.
formances of art too inconstant and uncertain, to be
reduced to any determinate idea. It is ~mpossible to
impress upon our minds an adequate and just repre­
sentation of an object so great, that we can never
take it into ollr view, or so mutable, that it is al­
ways changing under ollr e'ye, and has already lost
its form while we are lab"uring to conceive it.

Definitions have been no less difficult or uncertain
in criticisms than in law. Imagination,-a licentious
and vagrant faculty, unsusceptible of limitations,
aud impatient of restraint, has always endeavoured
to baffle the logician, to perplex the confincs of dis.
tinction, and burst the enclosures of regularity.
There is, therefore, scarcely any species of writ.
ing, of which we can telJ what is its ess~e, and
what are its constituents; every new gemus pro­
duces some innovation, which, when invented and
approved, subverts the rules which the practice of
foregoing authors had established.

Comedy has been particularly unpropitious to de.
finers; thongh perhaps they might properly have
contented thl'D1selvt,s with declaring it to be such a
dramatick representation of human life, as may ex­
cite mirtl" they have embarrassed their definition
with the mcans by ~'hi~ the comick writers attain
their end, without cousidering that the various me·
thods of exhilarating their audience, not being limit.
ed by nature, caonot bc comprised in precept. Thus,
flome make comedy a reprl'scntation of wean, and
others of bad men; ~om'l' think that its essence con·
Iibu in the unimportancc, others in t11e fictitious.
ness of the transaction. liut any man's reflections
will inform him, that every pramatkk composition
which rai,;es mirth, is cornick; and that, to raise
IIlirth, it is by 110 meaDS univcrsllJly nccessar)-, that

EE3
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the personage:: should be either mean or corrupt,
1\or always requisite, that the action should betri~

",ial, nor ever, that it should be fictitious.
If the two killlls of dramatick poetry had betm

defined only by their eflects upon th~ mind, some
absnrdities might have been prevented, with which
.~he compositions of our greatest poets are disgraced,
who, for want of sonic settled ideas and accurate
distinctions, have unhappily confonnded tr,!gft:k with
cornick sentiments. They seem to have thought,
that as the meanness of personages constituted co­
mrdy, their greatness was sufticient to form a tra­
gedy; and that nothing was necessary but that they
should crowd the scene with monarchs, and generals,
and guards; and make them talk, at certain inter­
nls, of the downfal of kingdoms, and the rout of
armies. They have not considered, that thou[!,hts
or incidents, in themselves ridiculous, grow still
more grotesq lle by the solemnity of such characters;
that reason and nature arc uniform and inllexible ;
and that what is despicable ·and absurd, will not,
by any association with splendid titles, become ra­
tjonal'or great; that the most important affairs, by
an intermixtnre of an unseasonable levity, may be
m~Je contemptiblc; and that the robes of royaltl
can give no dignity to nonsense or to folly.

" Comedy," says Horace, "sometimes raises
" her voice;" an,l Tragedy may likewise on pro~

per occasions abatc her diguity; but as the cornick
p6l"sonages CILll only depart from their familiarity of
str/e, when the more violent passions are put in mo.
tion, the heroes and queens of tragedy should never.
desoend to trille, but in the hours of ease, and in.
termissions of danger. Yet in the tragedy of DOD

Sebastian, when the king of Portngal is in the hands
of his, .enemy, and having jut w-awll~e lot; by
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which be is condemm:d to die, breaks out into a
wild boast t,hat his dust shall take possession of
Africk, the dialoguc pro"eeds thus between the cap­
tive and his conqueror:

llIuley!lfoluch. What shall I do to conquer thee?
8eh. Impo..ible !

Sout. know no conqucrors.
N. Mol, I'll show thee for a monster thro' my Afriek.
5eb. No; tflOucallst onl,\' show me for a man:

Afrlck is stor'd with monsters; Inau's a prodigy
'I'hy suhjects have not seen. .

llf. Mol. Th'ou talk'st a~ if
Still at tbe heall of hllltll!.

5eb. Thou mistak'.t: '
For there I would Ilot talk.

Benducar, fhe Minister,.' Sure qe wquld s1e~P!

rhi~ !=oIlvefsat~on, with the s!rremark of' the .
minister, !J,m only ne found nQt tq be comic~, be­
cause it wants the probability necessary to repre"
seljtatiolls of common life, 'lull degenerates tao
mucr. tqwarils b1ltfoonery alid farce.

The s~e play affords a smart return of the gene~

tal to the emperyr, who, enforcing his orders for
the death of Sebastian, "ents his iDll'atience ~1l t~iI .
abrupt threat,

-----No more replies,
But see thou dost it; Or-----:.-

Ta which Dorax answcrs, '
Choak in that threat: l can say Or •• loud.

A thousand inst~uces of such impropriety might
be produced, were lIot one scene in Aureng-Zcbe
nfficicnt to exemplify it. Iudamora, a captive
queen, having Aureng-Zebe for her lover, employs
~rimant, to whose charge she had been entrusted,
and whom.she Qd made.sensible of her charm», tq
~arr1 her meaaage tQ his rival.



Each sentence is a dagger to my mind.
~ee me tl,is n'ght--- [Reading.
Thankfortune, who did such afriend prtn'ide;
For faithful Arimant shall bIr' Y<1UT guide.
Not only to be made an instrument,
But pre-eugag'd without my own consent!

Ind. Unknown t'engage you, still augmentll my sc:ore,
And gives you scope of meriting the more•

.A rim. The best of men
Some {nt'rest in tbeir actions must confess;
N O!lO merit, but in hope they may pOti&e&S :
The fatal paper rather let DIe tear,
Then. Irk" BeJleropbon, my own sentence beal.

Ind. You may; but't",illuot be yOMr best advice:
'Twill only gi..e me painll of writing twice.
You kllow you m~l obey me, soon or late:
Wh~ s40uld yOIl ninl,y struggle wito yGIU' r.te ?

Tn Jl,UIBLEIJ' N° 125.,

ABnUll"1', with a letter ill lUI hGnd: 1NDAII08.\O

.Arim. And I the messenger to him froID you i
Your empire you to tyranny pursue:
You Jay commands both cruel and unjust,
'1'0 serve my rival, snd betray my trust.

Ind. You first betray'd your trust in loving me :
And should not I my own advantage see?
Serving my love, JOu mllY my friendship gain;
You Jmow the rest of your pretences vam.
You must, my Arimant, you must be kind:
'Ti. in your natnre, aud your noblc mind.

"h·im. Pllto the king, and strai~ht my trust reJign.
Ind. His trust you may. huty,oll' shall never mine.

Hellven made you love me fllr no other end,
But to become my confidcnt and friend:
,As such, I keep no ~cret from your sight,
.And therefore make you judge how ill I writll;
Read it; and tell me freely then your mind,
If'tis indited. as I meant It, kind.

Arim. I nsk not heav'lI my!reedom to restDre,-[Reading.
But ortlyfa), your sake----1'1I rea..d no more.
And yet I mnst ----
Lessjilr myoum, thanJo), your sorrow ,ad --[Reading.
Another Imc like tbis, would make me mad-­
Hcav'J,1! she goes on-yet more---<Uld yet more kind!

[As~.

.~

L
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..trim. I Ihank thee, HCllven! thou has beea WlIa-I
' ,frons kmll ! .

'Vhy 31Q [ th"s to slavl'ry dc.j~II'd, .
A,llI yet am cheated with II fn'e-borll mind!
Ur make th... orders wilh fIIJ re8'''0 Sllll,
Or II'I me live hy '~IISC, a glorIOUS brule--.-.-(Shs fraWIll.
YOII frown, ilnd I olJc.y wllh sp,'ed, heCure
l'hat drcadfulscllleuCl' cume.', See me 110 more,

In this scene, every circumstanc~ concurs to tllra
tragedy to farce. The wildahsurdity of the expe_
di"nt; tbe contcmptible subjection of. the IOYllr;
the folly of 'obliging him torea.d the letter, only be­
ause it ought to have been concealed from him;
the frequent iriterruptions of amorous impatience;
the faint expostulations of a voluntary slave; .the
imperious hanghtirtess of a tyrant without po'Wer;
the deep reflection of the }'ielding rehel upon fate
and free-will; and his wise wish to lose his reason
as soou as he finds himself about to do what he can­
not persuadc his r.casoll to approve, are surely suf..
ficient to awakcD the most torpid risibility.

Tbere is scarce a tragedy of the last century
which has not debased its most important incidents,
and polluted its most serions i1ltcrloclltions, with
bulfoonery and meanness; but though perhaps it
canlJot be pretended that the present age has added
lUuch to the force and efficacy of the drama, it has
at least been able to escape many faults, which
eith~r ignorance had overlooked, or indulgence hall
licensed. The Jater tragedies indeed have fatllt~ or
another kind, perhaps more destrucfive to delight,
though less open to censure. That perpetual tu.
mour of phrase with which every thought is no"
expressed by every personage, the paucity of ad.
,cntur~ which regularity ~dmits, alld the u~varie4

eqlt~lity of flowing dialogne, has taken away from
lll~r present. wri~etJ almos~ ~Il tha.t dominion 0""
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tlJe PUSiOU5 which was the boast of their predeces.
lars. Yt:t they may at least claim this commenda- ,
tion, that they avoid gross faults, and that if they
cannot often move terrour or pity, they are alway.
careful not to provoke laughter.

N° l!!B. SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 1751•

•
__ NJlil en'alilld magnum quam multa mi"uta.

VET. AveT.

Sandi form the m~untain, moments make the year.
Y(}1JIUJ.

'fO THE RAMBJ':E~·.

IIR,

AMONG other topicks of cGnversation whicb your
papers liUppl.y, I was lately engaged in a discussion
of the character given by TruquiHa of her lover
VClDust\llu,~, whom, notwithstandiBg tile severity of
his mistress, the greater number seemed inclined to
.acquit of unmanly or culpable timidity. '

One of the company reDlarked that prudence
ought to be distinguished from fear; and that'if VE'~

.nustulus 'was afraid of nocturnal adventures, ne man
.who considered how mqch every avenue of tile towa
was infested with robbers could thio.,k him blame.
able ; for why should life be hazarded without pros­
pect of honour or advantage? Another was of
opinion, that a brave man might be afraid of cross­
ilji the ,river iu the calme&t weather, and dedal'ed,
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that, for his part; while there were coaches and Ii.
bridge, he would never be seen tottering in 11
wooden case, out of which be might be thrown by
any irregular agitation, or which might be overset
by accident, or negligence, or by the force of a sud­
den gust, or the rush of a larger vessel. It was hi.
custom, he said, to keep the security of da.y-light,
and dry ground; for it was a maxim with him, that
no wise man ever perished by water, or was lost in
the dark.

The next was humbly of opinion, thatif·Tran.
qtlilla had seen, like him, the cattle run roaring
about the meadows in the hot months, she would
not have thought meanly of her lover for not ven.
turing his safety among them. His neighbour then
told us, that for his part he was not ashamed to
confess, that be could not see a rat, though it was
dead, without palpitation; that he had been drivl"11
six times out of his lodgings either by rats or mict' ;
and that he always had a bed in the closet for his se,·­
vant, whom he called up ....whenever the enemy wal
in motion. Another wondered that any man should
think himself disgraced by a precipitate retreat
from It dog; for there was always a possibility thlf
a dog might be mad; and that surely, though there
was 110 danger but of being bit by a fierce animal,
there was more wisdom in flight than contest. By
all these declarations another was cDl~ouraged to con.
fess, that if be had been admitted to the honour of
paying his addresses to Tranquilla, he should have
been likely t-o incur the same censure; for, among
all the animals upon which nature has impressed de­
formity and horror, there is none whom he dllrst
not encounter rather than a beetle.

Thus, Sir, though cowa.rdice is univenally -de­
tined ioo clo~. and anxious au -attention to pmona&:



'fUE nUIBLLIl.

safety, there wi\t'be found ~CIUCeJy auy fear, how­
e'-er exct'ssi\e in its degree, or unreawnable in its
ubject, "hich "ill be allowed to characterise a
coward. .Fl'ur isa passion whkh every mall feels
so frequently predominant in his own breast, that
he is unwilliug to hear it censured with great as.
perity; and, perhaps, if we confess the trufh, the
Jiame restraint which wouid hiJld~'r a man from de­
claiming against the frauds of _allY em ploymcnl
all\ong those who profess it, should with-hold him
from treating fear with contempt amon/J human bl~­
iDgS.

Yet, since fortitude is one of those virtues wllich
. the condition.of our ilature makes hourly necessary,
I think yon cannot better direct yonr admonitiolll
than against superfluous and pariick terrors. Fear
is implanti'd in liS as a prest'rvative fl-om evil; but
its duty, like that of other passions, is lIot to O\t'r.
bear rt:4lson, but to assist it; nor should it be suf.
fcreq to tyrannize in the imagination, to raise phan­
toms of horror" or be.et life with ouperuumcrary
distress!'s. - .

. 'fo be always afraid of 10sin!t life is, inderd.
scarcely to enjoy a life that can dt'sl~rve the care ul

, preservation. lIe that once indulges idle fears will
never be at rest. Our present state admits onl)' of
a kind of nt'gati"e St'curit),; we must conclude ollr.
selv~s safe whe'n we see no danger, or nOllc inadf'­
quate to our powers of opposition. Death indeed
continually hovers about us, but hovers commonI!
lInseen, uilless we sharpen our sight by useless cu­
tiosity.

Thero is always a point at which caution, however
solicitous, must timit its preservatives, because one
tl!rror-oft.'11 counteracts another. lance knew one
Qf the speculll.tist:. of cowardice, whose reigning di:l-



TDI': R.tIl'BLtH.

turbaftce was the dread of house.breakers. His
inquiries were for nine years employed upon the
best method of barring a window, or a door; and
many an hour has he spent in establishing the
preference of a bolt. to a lock. He had at last, by
the daily superaddition of new expedients, can.
trived a door which could never be forccd: for one
bar was secured by another with such intricacy of
subordination, that he was himself 110t always able
to disengage them in the proper method. He was
llappy in this fortificati~n, till being asked how he
would escape if he was threateneU by lire, he dis•.
covered that, with all his care and expense, he had
only been assistiI16 'bis own destruction. He thcIl .
immediately tore off his bolts, and now leaves at
night his outer door half.locked, that he may not
by his own foliy perish in the flames.

There is one species of terror which those wb()
are unwilling to sutfer the reproach of cowardice
have wisely dignified with th(} name of antipathy.
A man who talks with intrepidity of the monsters
of the wilderness while they are out of sight, will
readily confess his antipathy to a mole, a weasel, or
a frog. He has indeed no dread of harm from an
insect or a worm, but his flntipathy turns him pale
whenever they approach him. He believes that a
boat will transport him with as mudi safety as his
neighbours, but he cannot conquer his antipathy to
the water. Thus he goes on without any reproach
from his own reflections, and every day multiplies
antipathies, till he becomes contemptible to others,
and bu rdensome to himself.

It is indelll). certain, that imprrssions of dread may
sometimes be.'unlnckily made by object» not in
themseil'es justly formidable; but when fear is dis­
~o-vered to be groundless, it is to be eradicated like

VOL.V. FF



ether !alae opinions, au .tipotmes IU'e generally
IIIperable by a single etklllt. He that has been taught
to .hudder at a moDIe, if he CIUl pemuade himself
to risk one encounter, will finel his own superio.
rity, aDd exchange his terron f()l" the pride of con·
....est. I am, Sir, &c.

'fHRASO.

!IJt,

As you profess to extend your regan! to th8 mi.
Jluteness of decency, as well as to the dignity of
science, I cannot forbear to lay before yOll a mode
of persecution bywhicb I have been exiled to tavern!
and cotfee.-holtse&, and deterred {rom entering. thf
cloors of my friends.
Amon~ the ladies who please themselves- with

splendid furnitwoo, 01" elegant entertainment, it is a I

practice very common, to uk every guest ho.w he
likes the. carved work Df the cornico,ol1 the figures i

ef the tape&b'y; th& china.at the table, or the plate
~ tlae side-board; and on aU occ:asiou to mqui"
his opinion of their judgmel1t and their choice. .Me.
Jania. has laiel her new watch in the window nine.
teen times, that shc may desire me to look upon it.
Calista has an art of dropping her smuT.box by
drawing out her handkel'chief, that when I pick it
"p I may admire it; and Fulgcntia has conducted
)J\c, by mistake, into the wroag room, at every vhit
I bafe paid duce her picture was put into a nelf
frame.

I hope, Mr. RAIIBy.ER, you will illform tht'Jll, I

that no man should be dCllied the .privilege ofsiIeDCt',
Ot' tui-tn.-ed to fa.lse declarations; and that though
ladies ma.y justly claim to be excmpt from rudeness,
th"y have no ri~ht to force unlwilling civilities. To
pIt'usc i~ l' laudable and clr-gut aUibitioll, IIIld if
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properly rewarded with hone9t praise; but to seize
appTause by violence, and call out for'commend...
tion, without knowIng, or caring to know, whe.
ther it be given t'rom conviction, is a llpedes of ty.
-'ranny hy which modesty ill oppressed" and sinceri.
ty corrupted. The tribute of admiration, thus ex·
acted by impudence and importnnity, differs froID.
the respect paid to silent merit, as the plunder 0(&

pirate from the merchant's profit.
1 am, &c.

MIS()COLAX.

nt,
YOUR great predecessor, the SPECTATOR, endea...
(Jured to ditl'ue among his female readers a desire of
knowledge; 1101' can. I charge yun, though you do
ndt seem equally attentive to the ladies, with en­
deavouring to discourage them from any laudable
pursuit. Hut, however either he or you may ex­
cite our cllrlollity, you have not )~t informed us
bow it may be gratified. The world seems to have
formed an universal conspiracy against our unrler.
standings; our questions are supposed not to ex.
pect answers, our arguments are confuted with,a
jest, and We ue trC3ted like beings who transgress
ttre limits of onr nature' whcHever we aspire to ~eri.

OUIlUr'SS or improvement.
I inquired yesterday of it gentlema!l eminent for

,astronomical skill, .wha't made the day long in sum·
mer, and'sllOrt in winter; and was told that natnre
protracted the days in summer, lest lalliell should
'Want time to walk in the park; and the nights in
wi'ntrr, lest they should not have hours sufficient to
.pend at the card-tahle.

I hope you do not doubt but I heard such in.
formation with just ~onrempt, and I desire yuu t.

1'1'2
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ditcover to this great master .of ridicule, that I was
far from wanting an, intelligence which he could
June given me. I asked the question with'Do other
illtention than to set him free from the necessity of
silence, and gave him an opportunity of mingling
on equa.l tel'ms with a polite usemltly,.from which,
however uneasy, he could not tbeD escape, by a.
~iDd introduction tJf the only subject on which I b...
lieved him able to speak ,,-ith propriety.

I am, &c.
GUEBOU..

I

N° 127. TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 1751•

•
C4;pim _Ii," qua". .~e,i,Ii.: ultimtz pnmu

Cedu"t; dillimilu hil: vir, et ille puer. On.

Succeeding years thy early fame de~lroy;

'l'bou. who began'~ a man. wilt end a boy.

POLlTIAN, a. name eminent amoog the restorers of
polite literature, when he published a collection of
epigrams, prefixed to many of them the year of his
age at which thtJY were e,omposed. He might design
by this information, either to boast the early _to.
rity of his genius, or to conciliate indulgence to the
puerility of his perfor~auces. But, whatever was
his intent, it is remarked by Scaliger, that he 'rery
little promoted his own reputation, because he fell
below the promise which his first productions hael

.given, aBd in the latter part of his life seldom equal.
l~d the sallies ?f his youth.
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It is wet utlltUmrnOB for those 'Who, at their first
entranOE! into tbe worid, lnlill distingntthed for at.
taiIMenb'orldt4lttifJl, t()dtsappoint the hopes whish.
they' had ·._wl, aDd toP end in neglect and' Ob6Cllri.
ty that Iilb ""hleh they began in celebrity ahd ho.

'no,no. 'l'u'the long catalhgue of the il~'V8Mencies

ef e1tllrgc, wltk-h mon.l and. ntirlcal writers have
so coplolillly diipiayed, lIiay be often added the losl
of fame.

The adYaTree oftJae human mind towards any ob.
jl'ct of Ill'lldable pl\fSoit, may be compued to the
p1'Og"89 of a body driven by a blow. It moves for
" time with great velocity and vigour, but the force
of the first impulse hi perpetnally decreasing, and,
th01lgb it .sbould enconntcr no obstacle capable of
quelliRg it by a sudden lItop, the resistance of the
Illcdium through which it pa.sscs, and the latent in.
equalities of the smoothest surf~ce, will in a short
time, by continued retardation, wholly overpower
it. Some hindrances will be found in every road of
life, but he thl.t fix{'s his t'yes upon any thing at &

distance, necessarily loses sight of all that tills up
the intermediate space, and therefore sets forward
with alacrity and confidence, nor suspects a thou_ .
MUd elJstacles by whi{~h he afterwards finds his pas.
sage embalTassed alld obstructed. Some are'indeed
stopt at once in tht'ir {'areer by a sudden shock of'
calamity, or'diverted to B different direction by the
tlJ'oS#impnlse of lome violent passion'; but far the
greata' part languish by dow degrees, deviate at first
iRtG slight obliqllities~ and themsel,c~ scarcely per.
ceive at wbat time their ardour forsook thtlDl, or
when they lost sight of their original design.

Weariness and negligence are perpetually prevail­
ing by silent encroachments, assisted by dltlercht·
eauses, lUld not observed till 'they cannot, without

l' .' 3



great diJIiculty, be opposed. LaboUl' necessarily
requiml paoses. of e&ltitBnd reluation, uti the ·deli.
cioU5uess of ease oommo1l1y makes Wl1lnwilliug to
return to labour. We, perhaps, prevailapoe'.oRr..
I8lrl:s to renew our attempts, but eagerly listeD to
every argument for frequent interpoaitiOils of am,"e.
Ment; for; when indolence has once entered upon
fh" mind, it can scarcely be dispollused but by euell
efforts as very few are willing to exert.
, It is the fate ofinduSotry tG be equallyendanger.

ed by miscarria§e and success, bf confidence and
despondency. He that engage. in a great ander.
taking, with a false opinion of its facility, or too
high. conceptions of his own strength, is easily dis.­
couraged by the first hindrance of IU. advances, be­
Clause he had promised himself an equal and perpe­
tUld progression without impediment or disturbance j

when unexpected interruptions break in. upon him,
he is in the slate of a man surprised by a tempest,
where he purposed ollly to bask in tile calm, or
aport in the shallows.

It is not only common to find the difficulty of an
enterprize greater, but the pr06t le88, than hope
bad pictured it. Youth enters the world with very
happy,prejudices in her own iavour. She imagines
berself not only certain of accompliBhiog everyad.
venture, but of obtaining those rewards whieh.the
accomplishment may deserve. She is not easily
persu~ed to believe that the force of merit cAl be
~isted by obstinacy and Bvarice, or its lustre dark.
cned by envy a~d malignity. She has not yet
learned that the most evident claims to praise or
preferment may be rejected by malice aglUDlt con.
Tiction, or by indolence without examination; that
they may be sometimes defeated by artifices, and
IUl1Jctimes oycrborne ·by clamour; that, in the
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mingled numbers of mankind, many-need no other
proYoc.ttion to enmity than tl¥&t they find themselv~

excelled; that otlters haye ceased their curiolrity,
and consider every man who fills the mouth of
report with a new name, as an intruder upon their
retreat, and disturber of their repoge; that some
ue engaged in complications of interest which they
imagine endangered by every innovation; that many
yield themselves -up implicitly to every report which
hatred diSliOO1inates or folly scatters; and that who.
eTer aspires to the- notice of the publick, has in al.
most every man an enemy and a rival; and must
struggle with the opposition of the daring, and elude
the stratagems of the timorous, must quicken the
frigid and soften the obdurate, must redaim per..
yeneness and inform stupidity.

It is no wonder that when the prospect of reward
haa vanished, the zeal of enterprize should cease;
for who would persevere to cultivate the soil which
he has, after long labour, discovered to be barren?
He who hath pleased himself with anticipated praises,
and expected that he should meet in every place­
with patronage or friendship, will SOWl remit his
vigour, when -he finds that, from those who desire
to be considered as his admirers, nothing can be
hoped but cold civility, and that many refuse to own
his excellence, lest they should be toojustly expect.
ed to reward it.
A~n, thus cut off from the prospect of that

port to which his address and fortitude had been
employed to steer him, often abandons himself to
chance and to the wind, and glides c~reless and hUe
down the eurrent of life, withQut resolution to
make another effort, till he is swallowed up by thQ
r;ulpb of mortality. .-
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OOen are betrayed, to the sarno desertion DC
tbemel"eI by a contrary.iallac:y. It w'as said of
HlUWibal, thlLt he wuted nothing to the comple­
tion of hiB IIUll'tial virtue_,- but tllat whell.he bMl
pined a l'ictory he should bow Iww to use it.
The foUy 0{ desisting too SOGll from ~n4:Clessfu1la.

bwrs, and the llaBl.e of enjoying a4vantages.before.
they are secured, are often fatal to men ot' impetu­
ous desire, to men whose clJlUiciousness of uncom­
1I10R pOW1tl'S fills the. with pFtWUlRptwn, and wbo,

. haywg borne opposition dQ.wD before tbem, and left
emu.latlon panting behind, are early pcrlH~ to
i~iae that tiler have rcacaea the boights of per­
feetien, and tbat now, being n~ longer in LlaJiger
from competitors, tbey may patS tbe reBt of their
days in the enjoyment of their acquisitions, in con.
templation of their own superiority, and in atteu.
tion to their own praises, and look unconcerned
from their eminence upQn the toils and cuntentiolll
DC moaner beings.

It is not sufficiently considered in the hour of ex­
ultation, that alI humaft ~nence is comparative;
that no man performs much but in proportion to
what others accomplish, or to the. time and oppor­
tunities which have been allowed him; and that he
who stops at any point of excellenoo is every day
sinking in estimation, because his improvemenl
grows continuaIly more incommensurate to his life.
Yet, as no man willingly quits opinions fa.vourable
to himself, they who have once been justly cele­
brated, imagine tha.t they still have the same preten­
.ions to regard, and seldom perceive the diminntion
of their character while thece-is time to recover it.
Nothing then remains but murmurs and remorse ;
for if the spendthrift's poverty be embittered by tht
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reflection that he once was rieb, how must the hi..
ler's obscurity be c:louded by remembering that he
once had lustre!

These errors all arise from au original mi8take
of the true motives of action. He that nev.el' ex­
tends his view beyond the praises or rewards of
men, will be dt'je6ted by neglect and eJlvy, 01" in..
fatuated by honours and applau8e. But the con­
sideration that life is only deposited in his hands to
Ile employed in' obedience to a Ma~ter who will re­
gard his endeavours, Dot his success, would have
preserved him from trivial elations and discourag~

ments, and enabled him to proceed with constancy
and cheerfulness, neitber enervated by IKlmmend~

Qou, nor il\timidlJ,t~by censUre.

N° 1~8. SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 1751•

•
A;~r !' &q'~lI)..~1

o~x :7'nT, 'T' AI~JCI', ...tJe~ nllAl1.
O~TI 'ft(,; &:vTJ9i~ ,
K~3,..1"· Ai,,/o",.; "/'~~".,

·OA~., ~"';'T"TO' a.
:t",i,. PIND,

For not the brave, or wise. or great,
E'er yet hlld happiness complete:
:Nor Peleus, grandson of the sky,

Nor Cadmus, scap'd the shafts of pain.
Though favour'd hy the Po,,"rs on higb,

Wah every bJi•• that lDall can gain.

Tfll: writers "'ho have undertaken the task of re..
.onc~IiJlg Illankind tq their llfcse\lt state, llull, J;~...



lieTing the dil'eOlltellt prMuGid by the vari01l'S lIis•
• ibotion of tlIrNstrial advautages, frequently re­
mind us that we judge too h8lltily of good lIIId efilj

Uaat we -riew only the mperficies of life, IUld deter.
mine of the whole by a very small part; and that
in the co''''lition of Dlea it fr8l(uently happens, that
~rief and anxiety lie hid under the golden rebes of"
prosperity, and the gloom of calamity is cheered by
IeCret radiations of hope and comfort; lIS ill the
works of nature the bog iw 1I0metimei COycred with
towen, and the urine concealed: in the bIlrreJI
ClI'lIgs.

NODe but those who haYe learned the art of sub.
jecting their sell8el as welt as 1"8llS0R to bypotheti.
cal systems, can be.penaaded by the most speciOIlt
rlletorician that the lots of life are eqnal; yet it
cannot be denied that everyone hal his peculiar
pleasures llIId vexations, that external accidents ope­
rate variously upon differeDt minds, and tbat DO

man can euctly judge frbm his own sensations,
what another would feel in the same circumlltances.

If the general disposition of things' be estimatrd
by the representatibn which every OR~ makes of hb
own estate, the werid must ),e considered" as tlJe
abode of sorrow and misery; for how few can fOT•

• bear to relate their trolIbles and dilltresses? If V8

judge by the account which may be obtained ofevery
man'. fortune from others, it may be concluded,
that we all are placed itt an el'y~jan region, over·
Iptead with the luxuriance of plenty, and fann~d
by the bre,ezes of felicity; since scarcely any CODl­

plaint is uttered without cenlture from those thai
hear it, and almost all are allowed to have obtain~
a provision at least adequate to their virtue or their
tlnderstantling, to possess either more than they d..
.ene, or more thau tIIelenjo1'
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We are ei'ebe, born with .ueb dissidJi'tude of
temper and inclination, or receiTe 80 many of OUI'

ideas and opinions from the state of life in which
we M'e engaged, that the griefs Bnd cares of one
JllI.rt of mankiRd Bel1M to the other hypocrisy, folly,
Ind aifectation. Every class of llOCiety he its cant
of lamentation, which is undentood or l'eglH'decl bJ
Done but tbemselfts; and every part of life has ttl
uneuinesses, which those who do not feel them win
DOt commiserate. An et'eIlt wbich spreads distrac.
tion over balf the commercial world, assembles the
trading companies in councils and committees, anti
.bakes the nel'Ye8 ef IS ttl'ouuDd stockjobbers, t­
read by tile landtonl and the farnIer with frigid in.
tlilference. An aWair of love, which fills the youna:
breast with inee••ant alOOTnations' of hope and fear,
and steals away the nigbt anti day from every other
pleasure or employment, is rega:rded by them whose
pasRons time has extinguished, as an amusement,
which can properly raise neither joy nor sorrow,
and, though it may be su-ft"ered to fill the vacuity of
an idle moment, should always give way to pru_
dence or interest. •

He that never had any other desire than to fiU a
ehest with mORey, or tn adtl another manor to Jiil
estate, who never grieved but at a bad mortgage, or
entered a company but to make a 'bargain, would
be alltonished to hear of beings known among the pO·
lite and gay by the denomination of wits. How would.
he gape with curiosity, or grin wit-h contempt, at
the' mention of beings who have no wish but to
speak what was ReTer spoken before; W'hQ, if they
happen to inherit wealth, often exhaust their patri­
monies in treating those who will hear them talk j.

and if they are poor, neglect opportunities of im. '
pro.tD& their fortunlll, fOIl' the plClalIll'e of makin(



. ethers laugh? How slowly would he believe that
tDero are men who wfluld rather lose a legacy than
the reputation of a dilitich; who think it less dis­
grace to want mopey than repartee; whom tile vexa­
tion of haviPg been foiled in a contest of raiUery it
sometimes sufficient to deprive of sleep; and. who
would esteem· it a lighter evil to miss a profitablo
bargain by some accidental delay, than not to have
thought of a sma.rt reply till the time of producing
it was past! How little would he suspect that this
child of idleness and frolic:k enters every assembly
with a beating bosom, like a litigant on tbe day of
decision, and revolves the probability of applause
with the anxiety of a conspirator, whose tate de­
pends upon the next night; and at the hour of re­
tirement he carries home, under a show of airy neg­
ligenco, a heart lacerated with envy, or depressed
with disappointment; and immures himself in his I

closet, that he may disencumber his memory at
leisure, review the progress of the day, state witA
accuracy his loss or gain of reputation, and exa­
mine the causes of his failu1'e or sl1ccey? '

Yet more remote from common conceptions are
the numerous and restleis anxieties, by which female
happiness is particularly disturbed. A soli tar}· phi­
losopher would imagine ladies born with an· eXeJDp- I

tiqn from care and sorrow, lulled in perpetual
quiet, and feasted with upiningled pleasore; for,
what can interrupt the content of those, upon wbom
one age has laboured after another to confer honours,
and accumulate immunities; those to whom rude-

. BesS is infamy, and insult is cowardice; whose C}'Cl

commandi thebraTe, and whose smiles soften tbe
severe; wholD the sailor travels to adorn, the soldier
bleeds to defend, aRd the poet wears out life to ce- I

Li~ra.~; who claw tribute from 6lfcry art and sci.
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ence, and for whom all who ap'proachthem endear..
our to multiply delights, without requiring from,
them any return but willingness to be pleased 1

Surely' amoRg these favourites of natlire, thus
"Brucq'uaillted with toil and danger, felicity must
June fixel her residence; they must know only the
chapges of more \'ivid or more geatle joys ;\ their
life must always move either to the slow or spright­
ly melody of the lyre of gladness; they can neve»
assemble but topleasure, or retire but to peace.

Such would be the thoughts of every man who
should hover at a distance round the world, and
know it only by conjecture and speculation. .But
experience will soon discolcr how easily those are
disgusted WllO have been made nice by plenty and:
tender by indulgence. He will soon see to hOll[
many dangers power is exposed which has no other
guard than youth and beauty, and bow easily that
tranquillity is molested which can only be soothed
with the songs of &ttel'Y. It is impossible to sup­
ply wants as fast as an idle imagination may be able.
to form them, or to remove all ioconveniencies by
wbich elegance refined into impatience may be of.
feDded:. None are so hard to please, as those whom
satiety of pleasure makes weary of themselves; nor
any so readily provoked as those who have been al.
ways courted with 80 emulation of civility.

There are indeed some strokes which the envy of
fate ahns immediately at the fair. The mistress of
Catullus wept for her sparrow many centuries ago.
a114 lapdogs will be sometimes sick in tile preseat
age. The most fashionable broca.de is subject to
stains; a pinDer, tb,e pride of Brussels, may be torn
by. a careless washer; a picture may drop from "
watch; or the triumph of a new suit may be inter.
rupted on the first da.)r of itli eu.joJmeDi, ud. aU dis.

VOL.V. • QQ-



tinctions of dress unexpectedly obliterated by a'ge.
eral mourning.

Such is the state of eyery age, eyery sex, ad
....cry condition: an haTe their cues, either from
nature or from folly: and whoever therefore finds
himself inclhted to envy another, should remembf'l'
thaf he knows not the real condition which be d~.

Bires to obtain, but is certain that, by indulging a I

mouS'patlsion, be must less!'n that happiness whicll
,'e think, already too sparingly bestowed.

No.];1l9. TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 175t•

•
......-- Nvv:. "RUnc, Dedale, d&zic.

Materi_, qua liB illgeniolul, hahu.
Pastillet terral, et po$Sidet "'quora, Mino.:.

Nee tel/us nostr<e, nee patet undafu:.e.
Bertat iter ea:lo: e~!o ttntabimu ire.

1AJ tl,nia!n,clEpta. JupUcr., _. 0-

~ow, D:Eda)us. behold, by fate 85sign'd,
-It ta.k proportiou'd to thy mighty mind'
lJncoDq uer'd bars OD earth and .... witbstuld;
Thine 1\Lnos, is thc:. main, and thiDe the IaIMl.

, The skies are open-let us tr~' the skies:
Forgive. great Jove, the dariug l'ntcrl'rise.,.

lVlo'RALtSTS, like other writers, insb!ad of' ClIs~
their eyes abroad in the li~ing world, and endal.
Guring to form ~axims of practice and M'W' ltints of
theory, content their C'\trio!tty with that Jecemtary
knowledge wbiclt book... atfMd, llBd think tfJ~·

teiTes -entitied tf> reY~reni:e bf & DeW' Itrrau:emcv!
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of au lIIIcrient system, or new illustration of e&tab.
Ii&bed pt"inciples. The sage precepts of the first in•
•tructors of the world are transmitted frool age to
zge with little variation, aad echoed from ODe au.
thor to aoother, irot perhaps without some 1018 of
iIIeir original force at eTery reperCWllion.

I know not whether any other reason thaw this
iUeJle•• of imitation eau be assigned for that unj,.
fol'ltl anG constant partiality, by which some yicel
bYe hitherto escaped censure, and some virtuea
__ted recommendation; nor can I discoverwhf
ebe we Ilave been warned only against part of OUY

nernies, while' the rest bve been suffered to steal
vpon liS without notice; why the heart has on one
side Deen doubly fortified, and laid open on the
ether to the incursions of errour, and t1u~ ravagea
of ¥ice.

Among the faTan'" .torpick9 of moral decIam....
fion, m&y be numbered the miscarriages of impru.
dent boldness, and. the folly of attempts beyond our
power. Every page of every philosopher is crowd.
ed with c:nmples of- temerity that sunk under bur.
fieRI! which she laid upon herself, and called ont ene­
.nee to battle by whom she was destroyed.

Their remarks are too just to be disputed, IlJId
too salutary to be rejected; but there is likewise
lOIDe danger. lest nmoroul prudence should be in.
«:Ideated, till col1rage and enterprise are wholly re.
prclled, and the mind congealed in perpetual inac.
.iTity by the fatal influence of frigorifick wisdom.

E'tOfY man should, indeed, carefully compare hi.
force with his undertaking; for though we ought
Dot to live only for OUI' own sakes, and thougll
therefore danger or difficulty should not be avoided
.erely because we ma.y expose ourselves to misery
• aisgraal'; yet.it.mayba justly required of UI, nDt

£&2
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to throw away our lives upon inadequate and hope­
less desigll8, since we might, by a just estimate of
oat abilities, become more use(ul to mankind.

There iii an irrational contempt of danger, which
approaches nearly to the folly, if not the guilt, of
suicide; there is a ridiculous perseverance in im.
practicable schemes, which is justly punished with
ignominy and reproach. ,But in the wide regiollJ
of probability, which are the proper province of
p1"udcnce and election, there is a.J ways' room to de.
viate on either side of rectitude without' rushing
against apparent absurdity; and, according to the
iuclinatioflS of nature, or the impressions of pre­
~ept, the daring and the cautious may move in dif. ,
t"erent directioDs without touching upon rashness or
"0wardice.

That there is a middle path which it is every
man's duty to find, and to keep, is unanimously con­
fessed: but it is likewise acknowledged that this
middle path is so narrow, that it cannot easily be
discovered, and so little beaten, that there are no
certain marks by which it can be followed: the care
therefi>re of all those who conduct others has been,
that whenever thcy decline into obliquities, they
ihould tcnd towards the side of safety.

It can, indeed, raise no wonder that temerity lIaJ
been generally censured; for it is one of the vices
with which few can be charged, and which therefora
6P'eat numbers arc ready to condemn. It is tho
vice of lIoble and generous minds, the exuberance
of magnanimity, and the ebullition of genius; and
is therefore not fl~gardcd with much tendorness, be.
cause it IIl'ver flatters liS by that appearance of soft.

o ness and imbecility which is commonly necessary to
,~Jnciliate compassion. , But if the same attention
hJll1 b~en ll-Pplilld tu the search of arin~ents a&"aillit
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the folly of p1'ellupposing impofSibilitios and antici.
p:cting ffllstration, I know not whether many would
Dot haTe been roused to usefulness, who, having
been taught to confound prudence with temerity,
.eyer 'Yetttured to excel, lest they should unfortu.
lIately fail.

It is necessary to distinguish our 'own intereSot
from that of others, and that distinction will per..
laaps assist us in fixing the just limits of caution and
aAyenturousness. In an undertaking that invohel
the happiness or the safety of many, we have cero.
tainly no right to hazard more than is allowed by
those who partake the danger; but wilere only our.
selves can suffer by miscarriage, we are tlot COD.

fined withirr such narrow limits; and still less is the
reproach of temerity, when numbers will receive ad.
vantage by success, and only ODe be incommoded
by failure.

.Men are generally willing to hear precepts by
",hich ease is favoured; and as no resentment it
raised by general representations of human folly,
even in those who are most eminently jealous of
comparati,ve reputation, we confess, without reluc.
tance, that vain man is ignorant of bis own weak.
nelS, and therefore frequently presumes to attempt
what be can never accomplish; but it ought lik~
wise to be remembered, that man is no less ignorant
at his own powers, and might perhaps have ac.
complished a thousand designs, which the prejudice.
of cowardice restrained him from attempting.

It is observed in the golden terses of Pythago­
ras, that Power is ncver farfrom necessity. The
1'Igour of the human mind quickly appears, when
there i5 no longer any place for doubt and hesita.
tion, when diffidence is absorbed in the sense of
danger, or oTerwhchned by s~me resistless passiOD"

- GG·a ,

I

~
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We then soon discover, that difficulty is, for the
most part, the daughter of idleness, that the ob.
stacIes with which Ollr waV'scemed to be obstruclri.
were only phantoms, which we believed real, be.
c:ause we·durst not advance to a close examination;
and we learn that it is impossible to determine with.
out experience howniuch constancy may endure, or
perseverance perform.

But, whatever pleasure may be found in the re.
Tiew of distresses when art or courage has sur~

mounted them, few will be persuaded to wish that
they may be awakened by want or terrour to the
conviction of their own abilities. Everyone should

. therefore endeavour to invigorate himself by reason
and retlection, and determine to exert the latent
force that nature may have reposed in him, before
the hour of exigence comes upon him, and compul.
sion shall torture him to diligence. It is below tb.
dignity of a reasonable being t!l' owe that strength
to necessity which ought always to act at the call of
choice, or t-o need any other motive to industry
than the desire of performing his duty.

Reflections that may drive away despaV, cannot
be wanting to him who considers how much life is

. DOW advanced beyond the state of naked, uodis­
l:jplincd, uninstructed nature. Whatever has beea
effected for convenience or elegance, while it WlII

yet unknown, was believed impossible; and there­
{Ore would never have been attempted, had Dot
some, more daring than the rest, adventured to bid
defiance to prejudice and censure. Nor is there yet
any reason to doubt that the same labour would be
rewarded with the same success. There are quali.
ties in the products of nature yet undiscovered, and
combinations in the .powers of art yet untried. It
jsthe Qutr --of ever, man to endeavour that lome-
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flIlng may be added by his industry to tlJeheredi~

tary aggregate of knowledge and happiness. To
add much can indeed be the lot of few, but to add
lOIDething, bowever little, everyone may bope;
and of evcl'y honest endeavour, it is certaiu, that,
laowever unsuccessful, it "ill be at Il¥lt rewarded.

N° 130. SATURDAY, JlJNE 15, 1751.

]I'm sic prata IlDlJ/l ''l!t'e decentiG
Jf~t"tu c..lid<.e dispoliat vapor.
S",vit solstitio cum m~di"s di~s;-­

lTt fulgm' ten~ris qui radiat genis
Mr.mento "apitur, lIullaque "".. die.
Formosi spolilitll cln'poris abat..ut.
Re. c.tJornWJ.f~tU. Quiuapielll bOM
ConfidatJi'ogili 1 SENle...

Not faster in the sUlIlmer's ray
'l'hc spring's frail beauty fadcs away.
ThaD angllish aDd decay consume
The smiling virgin's rosy bloom,
Some bcauty's snateb'd each day. cach bou,";
fOT beallt, is a fleeting flow'r:
Thli'l how can wisdolDe'f.r confide
In lieauty's momentary pride? ELI'HUlll'OB,

TO TIlE RAMBLER.

51ft,

You haTe Tery lately observed, that in the numer­
ous subdivisions of the ,,"orld, every class and order
of mankind have jop and sorro,,"s of their own;
we all feel hourly pain and plellsure from events.
which pus unheeded before other eyes, bat AD
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scarcely communicate our perceptions to minds pre.
8ccupied by ditferent objccu., any more than the de­
light of well-disposed colours or harmonious sounda
can be imparted to such as want the sense,; of heu..
ing or of sight.
- I am so strongly convinced of the justness of thi.
remark, anll have on so many occallions discovered
with how little attention pride looks upon calamity
of which she thinks herself not in danger, and in­
dolence listens to complaint when it is not echoed
by her own remembrance, that though I am about
to lay the occurrences of my life before yQO, I

-question whether you will condescend to peruse my
narrative, or, withont the hdp of some female spe.
culatist, be able to understan~ it.

I was born a beauty. From the dawn of reason
I had my regard turned wholly upon myself, nor
can recollect :any thing earlier than praise and ad.
miration. My mother, whose face had luckily ad.
vanced her to a condition above her birth, theught
no evil so great as deformity. She had not the
power of imagining any ,other defect than a clondy
complexion, or disproportionate features; and ther~­

fore contemplated me as an assemblage of all that
could raise envy or desire, and predicted with tri.
umphant fondness the extent of my conquests, and
the number of my slaves.

She never mentioned any of my young ar.quaint.
aDce before me, but to remark how much they fell
below my perfection; how one would have had a.
fine face, but that her eyes were without lustre;
JlOw another struck the sight at a distance, but
wanted my hair and teeth at a nearer view; another
disgraced an elcgallt shape with a brown skin; somo
had short fingers, Wld others dimphJs in a wrong
place.
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As she expected no happiness por advantage but
from beauty, she thought nothing but beauty wor.
thy of her care; and her maternal kindness was
chiefly exercised in contrivances to protect"me from
any accident that might deface me with a scar, or
stain me with a freckle: she never thought me suf.
ficiently shaded from the sun, or screened from the
fire. She was severe or indulgent with no other in.
tention than the preservation of my form; she ex.
tused me from work, lest I should learn to hang
down my head, or harden my finger with a needle;
she snatched away my. book, because a young lady
in the neighbourhood had made her eyes red witb
reading by a candle; but she would scarcely suffer
me to eat, lest I should spoil my shape, nor to
walk, lest I should swell my anele ,vith a sprain.
At night I was accurately surveyed from head to
root, lost I should have suffered any diminution of
my charms in the adventures of the day; and was
never permitted to sleep till I had passed through
the cosmetick discipline, part of which was a regu­
lar lustration .performed with bean-flower water anll
May-dews; my hair was perfumed with variety of
IIng-nents, by some of which it was to be thickened,
and by others to be curled. The softnes£ of my
hands was secured by medicated gloves, and my
bosom rubbed with a pomade prepared by my mo.
ther,. of virtue to discuss pimples, and clear disco.
lorations.

I was always called up early, because the morn..
ing air gives a freshness to the checks; but I Wall

placed behind a curtain in my mother'li chamber,
because the neck is easily tanned by the rising SUD.

J was then dressed with a thousand preoautions, and
.gain heard 1IIy own l'railics, and triuIQ.phed in til..
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cOIiJplimeBts aRd prognostications of all that ap­
proached me.

My mother was nat SI) much prepossessed. with aa
opinion of my natural exceUencies lUI ~t to think
lIlome cultivation necessary to tileir completion. She I

took care that I should want Done of tire accom­
plishments included in female education, or consi­
dered necessary in fashionable life. I was lookal
upon in my ninth year as the chief OJ'llament oftlle
dancing-master's ball, and Mr. Ariet l\Sed to re­
}Jroach his other scholars with my performanOl'Jl (Ii

tbe harpsichord. At twelve I was remarkable for
playing my cards with great ,elegance of maBlllll',
and accuracy of jUdgment.

At last tlte time ~me when my mother thought
me perfect in my exercises, and qualified to display
in the open world those aceomplishments wmch ha4
yet only been discoyered in select p'arties, or do­
mestick assemblies. Preparations ",~re thuefOlfl i

made for my appearance on a publick night, "hick
she considered as the most important and (lritical
moment of my life. She cannot be cbarged witll
neglecting any means of recommendation, or lea"iII:
any thing to cbance whillil prudence could ascertain.
Every ornament was tried in every position, every
friend was consulted abou.t tire colour of my dress,
and the,mantua.makers were harassed "ith 41i.rec­
tions and alterationll.

At last the night arrived from which my futare
life was to be reekoned. I was drcll9ed and eut out
to conqller, with a heart beating like that ofall oU
knight-errant at his first lally. Scholars have toll
me of a Spartan matron, who, when she armed b8' I

,on for battle, bade him bring batk his llbield, or ..
ImJU~ht upon it. My venerable parent eli....
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me to a field, in her opinion, of cqlial glory, with
a COlDIBancl'to show that I was her daughter, and
Dot to return without a lover.

I went, and was received, l~ke other plellMng no,.
.,e1ties, with a tum.lt ef applause. Every man who
...alued himself upon, the graces of his person, or the
elegance of his address, crowded about me, and wit
and splendour contended for my notice. I was de.
lightfully fatigued with incessant civilities, which
....ere made more pleasing by the apparent eflvy or
those whom my presence exposed to ~lect, and
retv.rned with an attendantequa.l in rank and wealta
to my utmost wishes, and from this time stood in the
first rank of beauty, was followed by gazers in the
Mall, celebrated ill the papers of the day, imitated
by all who endeavoured to rise into fashion, and
~ensured by those whom age or disappointment \
forced to retire.

My mother, who pleased lterself with the hopes
of seeing my exaltation, dressed me with all the ex.
lIbenwce of finery; and when I represented to her
that a fortane might be expected proportionate to
my appearance, told me that she should SCO'Tn the
reptile who could inquire after the fortune of a girl
lik.e me. She ~vised me to prosecute my victories,
and time would certainly bring me a captive wh&
might deserve the honour of being enchained for
eyer.

My lo.ers were iR(leed so n~merou9, that I had
llO other care tban tbat of determilling to whom I
should seem to give the preferenoe. But having
been steadily and ind.uitriously instructed to pre­
serve my heart ,from any impressions which might
hinder fRe from consulting my interest, I acted with
less embarrassment, because my choice was regulat.
~~ by p~ciple41 more clear and certain tha.a the ell-
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price of approbation. When I had singled 8ntQlle
from the rest as more worthy of encouragement, I
proceeded in my measures by the rules of art; alHl
yet when the ardour of the first visits was spent, ge.
aerally found. sudd.-n declensioo of my illfiuC'oce;
I felt in myself the waut of somu power to diversify
amusement, IlBd enliven conversation, and could Dot
but suspect that my mind failed in performing the
promises of my face. This opinion was soon COD.

'firmecl by oue of my w'Vers, who married Lavinia
with less beauty IUld fortune than mine, because he
thought a wife ought to have qualities which IIlight
make her amiable when her bloom was past.

The vanity of my mother would not suffer her to
discover any deft'.ct in one that had beeu formed by
her instructions, and had all the excellence which
Ibe herself could boast. She told me tbat notbinl
10 much hindered the advancement of wOluen as li.
terature and wit, which generally frightened away
those that could make the best settlements, and
drew about them a needy tribe of poets and philo­
sophers, that filled their heads with wild notions of
content, and contemplation, and virtuous obscuri­
ty. She therefore enjoined me to improve my Uli.
Duet-step with a Ilew FreIlch danci!1g-master, and.
wait the event of the next birth-night.

I bad now almost completed my nineteenth year:
if my charms had lost any of their softness, it was
more, than compensated by additional dignity; and
if the attractions of innocence were impaired, their
place was supplied by the arts of allurement. I waS
therefore preparing for a new attack, without any
abatement of my confidence, when, in the mid~t of
my hopes aDu schemes; I was seized by th~t dread.
ful malady which has so often put a sudden end to
th~ tyl'aony of beaut,_ I recovered my health af.
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tcr a iong confinement; but wben I loeked again 011 .

that face which had been often flushed with trans­
port at its own re8ection, and sawall that I had
learned to value, all that I had endeavoured to im­
prove, all that had procured me honours or praises,
irrecoverably destroyed, I sunk at once into melan­
choly and despondence. My pain was not much con_
soled or alleviated by my mother, who grieved that
I had not lost my life together with my beauty; 'and
dl"clared, that she thought a young woman divested
of her charms had 1'0thing for which those who loved
her could desire to save her from the grave.

Having thus continued my relation to the period
from which my life took a new course, I shall con­
dude itin another letter, if, by publis-hing this, you. •
•hQW any regard for the correspondence of,

Su, &c.
VICTORIA.

)ie 131. TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 17!U•

•
____ Fat;' nccedc dci'quc,

Ft cnlc/dicc.• ; mi,el'ns.fiJ.gc. SiderIS ere16
Ut dislflllt,jlamma mal'i, ,ic utik recto. LVCAIf.

Still follow where auspicious fates invite;
CarcllS the happy; 8JId thc wretched slight.
SQ(lUCr s!Jall jarrmg elements unite,
Than truth with gain, th"n iBterest with right. F. L.l1I'I1.

TJlEDE is scarcely any u~ntinicnt in which, amidst
the innumerable va.rietieS of inclinatian, that natu.rll

TOL. l'. II Ji
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or aeeident haTe Icattered in the world, we find
greater numberll concurring, than m the wish for
riches; a wish indeed 10 preftleDt, that it ma, be
considered. a.!I universal and transcendental, u the
desir-e in whicl! all other de!iros are included, and of
'which the various purposes which actuate mankind
lire only subordinate species and different mocillica..
tions.

Wealth is the general centre of inclination, tbe
point to which all minds preserve an invariable
tendency, and from which they afterwards diverge
in numberless directions. Whatever is the reMote
or ultimate design, the immediate care is to be rich ;
and in whatever enjoyment we intend finally to ac­
quiesce, we seldom consider it a.!I attainable but by
the means of money. Of wealth therefore all una­
nimously confess the value, nor is there any dis­
agreement but about the use.

No desire Can be formed which riches do not assist
to gratify. He that places his happiness in splendid
equipage or numforous dependents, in refined praise
or popular acclamations, in the accumulation of ca­
riosities Ot" the revels of luxury, in spleBtii4 edi­
nces or wide plantations, must still, either by birth
or acquisition, possess riokea. They lIlay be con­
sidered as the elemental principles of pleasure,
which may'be combined with ernlless divenitY; as
the essential alld necessary Bubstanct', of which unlr
the fol'tl\ is left td be adjusted by choice.

The necessity of riches being thus apparent, it it
Dot wonderful that allDOst every mind bas been em­
ploy£d in endeavoUt'll 00 acqui~ them; that multi­
(udes bave vied in arts by which life is furnished
with accommodatioDI, and which therefore IIlILDldDcI
Play reasonably be expected to reward. -

It hadUul~ been happy, i.f this predOJlliJaut apo
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petite hall operated only in concurrence with vi,.
tue, by inAu.8ncing nOM but those "lao were xeal_
OUI .to desel'f8 what they were e&ser to poBess, and
had abilities to improYe their own fortunes by. con..
Uibutiog to the eue 01' aappiness of others. 'fo
baTe riehe. and to h.ye merit would then ba,e bcea
the llUIle, alld Sl1CceS. might reasonably haTe' beea
considered at; a proof of ex.cellence.

But we do not find that any of the wishes of men
keep a ltated proportion to their powers of attain.
ment. MallY envy and desire wealth, who can DeTer
procure it by hORest mdustry 01' uteful knowledge.
'fhey therefore torn their eyes about to oxamiDe
what other methods can be found of gaining that
whicR none, however impotent or worthless, "ill be
GOnteDt to want.

A little inquiry will discover that there are nearer
ways to profit than thfO(]gb the intricacies of art, or
up the steeps of lallow; w.hat wisdom and TirtuG
acarcely receiY8 at the close of life, as the recom..
p8l1S8 of lon~ toil and repeated efforts, is btought
within tae rfllUlh of lubtilty and dilibonesty .by more
upeditioult and compendious measures: the wealta
of credulity is an open prey to fa.Uehood; &lid the
poIHSsione oC ignorance aud imbecility are euil,.
stolClD aw&y by the con,eyaDCtlB of secret artiica,
Gr lleiaed.by the gripe of UIl1l88ldted violeoce.

It i&.likewise not hat'd·to.di.COTer that riches ...
ways procure protect.n for tbemllelves, that the,
dazzle the eyes of inquiry, divert the celerity of pllr~

luit, or appeasolhe ferocity of vcmgeance. When
_y man is incontestably known. to haye large pol.
S8llliOD., very few think it requisite to inquire by
what pl'aetiee. they were obtained; tile 1'8I8Dtmeat
of mankind· rage. only aj?;ain.t the atl"llg~de. of Ceo.
~JQ ...a timaroUi corruption, but when it hal lure

JlU~
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, ,~:nted the first opposition, it jg affenrards sup..

ported by faTour, and animated by applause.
The prospect of gaining speedily what is ardently

desired, and the certainty of obtaining by eTery ac.
cession of advantage an addition of security, haTe
.0 rar prevailed upon the passions of mankind, that
the peaee of lifu is destroyed' by a general and in.
cessant str,uggle for riches. It is observed of gold,
by an old epigrammatist, that to have it is to be ill
.fear, and to want it is to be in sorrOflt. There is
no condition which ,Is not disquieted either with the
care of gaining or of keeping money; and the race
,of man may be di'fided in a political estimate be..
tween those who are practising fraud, and those
who are repelling it.

If we consider the present state of the world, it
",ill be found, that all confidence is lost among
mankind, that no man Tentures to act, where
money can be endangered upon the faith of another.
It ill impollllible to see the long scrolls in which
.every contract is concluded, with all their,appen­
dages of seals and attestation, without wondering
at the depravity of those beings, who must be re­
strained 'from violation of promise by such formal
and publick eTidences, and precluded from equi..
..ocation and subterfuge by such punctilious minte..
n6ls. Among aU the satires to which folly sad
","ckedness have giyen oocasl08, none is eqaally
laTere with a bond or a settlement.

Of the nrio.8 arts by which riebes may be ob­
tained, the greater part are at thE' first Tiew ine­
concileable ,,·ith the laws of virtue; some are open.
I y flagitious, and pnu:tised not only in neglect, but
in defiance of faith and justice; and the rest are OB

.err side 80 entangled with dubious tendencies,
and 10 beset with per~eP1aJ temptations, that 'eJ.f



!I' II'. .............. ~
few, 8J8n.of.&sse who !Lre Dot yet.a~~,ar.
able to preserve their inllOCCd.H:e, Qr call peoduCft.
lUly other claim to pardon, tboall that they have de.
viated fromth!, right less thaD. others, .and haT.
,u9Iler Ilolld more. di.liiently endeavoured to retufll.

One ·of the chief charaderisticks of the goJdelJ
age, of the age in which neither caro nor danger
had intruded on Ull\ukind, is the community of po~
sessions: strife and fr~lId were totally excluiJed.
and every turbulent passion was stilled by pleuty
and equality. Such were indeed happy times, but
such times caB retarD no more. Community of
possession must include spontaneity of production;
for whilt is obtained by labour will be of right the
property of him by whose labour it is gained. Aud
whils II. rightful claill} to pieasul e or to affluence
must be procured either by slow industry or uncer·
tain hazard, there will always be multitudes whom
cowardice OJ' impatien~ incite to more safe and
more speedy methods, who strive to pluck the fruit
without cultivating the tree" aud to share the ad~

vantlJies of victory without partaking the danger ,0C
the battle. .

In latter ages, the conviction of the danger ta
which virtue is exposed while the mind continullS
oplln to the influence uf riches, has determined ma.ay
to vow.. of pel'petual poverty; they have suppressc4
desire by cutting off the po!lliibility of gratification,
and secured their peace by destroying the enemy
whom tiley had DQ hope of reducinl to quiet llub..
jection. But, by debarring thcmsel~s from evil,
they have rescinded many opportunities of good.
they bave too often sunk into wactivity apd useless­
Dess; alld, though they have forborne to injl4re so,.
eiety, haTe Dot fully paid their contributlo.us to ita
happiu.eu.,

lIu3
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"'-"'" ,While riches are so necessary to present convenl.
'V ence, aod so much more easily obtained by crimes

than virtues, the mind can only be secured from
yielding to the continual impulse of covetousness by
the prepondera.tion of unchangeable and etemal mo.
uves, Gold will turn the intellectual balance, when
weighed only against reputation; but will be light
'and ineffectual when. the opposite scale is charged
with justice, veracity, and piety.

Ne U!. SATURQAY, JUNE 22, 1751•

•

'.

- Docila imitMUlU
.TUfl'ibul ac pravis omRU Il'lnZll. J VT.

The mind or mortals in pe""er~ness strong,
~bibes with dire docility $he wrong.

TO THE llAMBLEn.

JlD.. RAMBLER, '

I WAS bred a scholar, and .fte. the, usual course or
~ucation, found it necessary to employ for tke sup­
port of life that learning which I had almost ex.
hausted my littie fortune in acquiring. The lncra.
tive professions drew my regard with equal attrac­
tion; each presented ideas which excited my curio­
sity, and eaCIt imposed duties which terrified my ap­
prehension.

There is no temper more unpropitious to inteft'St
than desultory application and unlimited inquiry, by
which the desires are held in a perpetual equipoist',
Mlille miDd illictua~etl between diJfereut purfOHl
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without determination. I had books of every kind
round me, among which, I divided my time as ca.­
price. or accident directed. I often spent the first
hours of the day, in comider,ing to what study I
should devote the rest; and at last snatched up any
auttlor that lay upon the table, OJII perhaps fled to a
coffee.house for deliverance from the anxiety of ir.
resolution, and the gloominess of solitude.

Thus my little patrimony grew imperceptibly less,
till I was roused from my literary slumber by a ere.
ditor, whose importunity obliged me to pacify him
with so large a sum, that what remained was not
iufficient to support me more than eight months. I
hope you will not reproach me with avarice or
cowardice, if I acknowledge that I now thought
myself in danger of distr811i, and obliged to endeav.
our after some certain compeoouce.

There have been heroes of negUgenee, who have
laid the price of their last arre in a drawer, and,
without the least interruption of their tranquillity,
or abatement of their expenses, taken out one piece
after another, till there was no more remaining.
But I was not born to such dignity of imprudence,
or such exaltation above· the cares and necessities ot
life: I therefore immediately engaged my friends to
proeure me a little e~ployment, which might set me
free from the dread of poverty, and afford me time
to plan out some final scheme oflasting advautage.

My friends were struck with honest solicitude,
and immediately promised their endeavours for my
extrication. They did not suffer their kindness to
languish by delay, but prosecuted their inquiries
with such snccess, t,ha.t in less than a mont.h 1 wlUl
perplexed with variety of oirers anti contrariety of
prospects. '

l bad however JlO tim~ for lOJig paUIQ of cell4.-
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•. '. , ratioll; aad therefore IOOU ·resolYld to acalpt th.
. oftice of instructing a young nobleman in t.ae bollSe

of his father: I wout to .the seat at which the fami.­
ly then happeDed to reside, was received with great
poUteDllis, aad itlvited to en-ter- iuwlelliately. 00 my
cmarce. The terms .eifere4 \VeJ:e such ali I 5liould

•willingly have a.ocapte~, thollgp my. fortune.had al.
lowed me greater liberty of choice: the respect with
",hicb. I was trea~d, flattered my vanity; aDd per.
hapll the splendor of the apartments, a&d tb.. luury
of the table, were 110t wholly without thei,r inJlu~

eaee. I immediately 4:omplied witb- the pI'OlJOsals,
and received the young lord into my l:~LJ:~

. Having no dllliire to ~ain mor~ than IshQuld trllly
deserve, I very diligently prosecuted my uDdertak.~

iJlg, and had the s~tiifactwn of diicoveriag in my
pupil a flexible temper, a quick apprehension, &lid
a retentive memory. I did not much doubt that my
c~re would, in time, pr04uce a wise aud Wleful
counsellor to the state, though my la.llgurs were
.omewhat ollstrllcted by w.aat of autllo-:ity, and the
necessity of complying with the freaks of negligenc:c,
and of waiting patiently .for the lucky moment of
l'Olllntaryattention. To a mao, whose imagination
was filled with the dignity of knowledge, and to
whom & studioWl life had made all the CORlI1lOD

amusements insipid and cuntemptible, it ,was not 'fefY
easy to suppress his indignatioD, wlil!l1 be saw him~

telf forsa.ken in the mi~ of his lect61I'6, foJ' an op~

poriunity to· catch an insect, and foupd hu inltrue­
tWDs flebarred {rom access to tbe illtellectul heul­
ties, by the memory of a childish frOlick, or the
c1csire of a. new plaything. ,

Those "ex.ations would hal'c recurred leu fre­
quently, had not his mamma., by entreating ,at one
tim~ that he should be excuSAld Crom Ii tW. lUI a re-
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ware! Cor some petty compliance, and withholdinA'
him Crom his book at another, to gratify herself or
her visitants with his vivacity, shown him that every
thing was more pleasing and more important than
knowledge, and that study was to be endured rather
than chosen, and was only the bllsiness of those
hours which pleuure left vaeant, or discipline
usurped.

I thoughtitmy duty to complain, in tender terms,
ofthese frequent avocations; but was auswered, tbat
rank ami f~rt\me might reasonably hope for some
indulgence; that the retardation of my pupil's pro.
gress woutd not be imputed to any nl.'gligence or
inability of' mifte; and that with the success which
satisfied every hody else, I might surely satisfy my­
self. I had now done my daty, and without more
remonstrances continued to inculcate my precepts
whenever they eould be heard, gained every day
new influence, and fOllDd that by degrees my scho­
lar began to feci the quick impulses of curiosity, and
the honest ardour of sflldioUll ambition.

At length it was resolved to p~s a winter in Lon_
don. The lady had too mueh fondness for her soa
to live five months without him, and too high al\
opinion of bis wit and learning to refuse her vanity
the gratification of exhibiting him to the publick. I
remonstrated against too early·an acquaintance with
eards and company; but with a soft conttlmpt of my
ignorance ..nii pedantry, she said that he had been
aiready confined too long to solitary study, and it
was new time. to show him the world; nothing was
more a brand of meanness thau bashful timidity ;
gay freedom and elegant assurance were only to be
gained by mixed conversation, a frequent inter_
course with strangers, and a timely introduction to
tpiendid assemblies J aad .he had m9le than ODOIl
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vbaerl'ed, that his forwud.Dssa ancl"complaiunce be.;
pn to desert him, that he Wall sileut when he had
I;lot something of consequence tOliay, blushocl w~ell­
ever he happened to find himself mistaken, lWd hung
down. his b~ad in the presence of the ladies, without
the readintlSll of reply, lWd activity of ofiiciOllsnCS3,
nlwarkable in YOlWlJ seotlemen that, l&I"e brw. in
London.

Agaiu I found res.i.&ta.nce ;opelel8, and again
thought it proper to comply. We entered the
coach, aDd in four days were placed ill the gayest
and most magnificeJlt region of the town. .My pu~

pil, who had for several years lived a.lia remgteseat,
W.aB immediately dazzled with a tho\Uand beaJps of
aovelt,y and sho.w. His im&lination was fiiled with

, the perpetual tilllllult of plsull18 th~t paated before
him, and it 11'&1 impossible to allure him from the
winduw, or to overpower by any charm of elo.
quence the ra-We of coaches, and the sounds which
echoed from the doors in the neighbourhood. In
three days his attentioR, which he bt'gan to regain,
was disturbed by iii rich suit, in which he was eqnip­
ped for the reception of company, and which, hav.
ing been long accustomed. to a plain dress, he could
Dot at first survey withaut ecstacy.

The arrival of the family was now formally Doti. i

1ied; every hour of Hery day brought more inti.
mate or more distant acqu",intances to the door; and
my pupil was indiscriminately introduced to all,
that- he might accustom himself to change of faces,
and be rid with speed of his fusfick ~iffidence. He
loon endeared himself to his mother by the speedy
acquisition or recovery of her darl.ng qualities; hiJ
eyes, sparkle at a nllmer&UI assomblY, and his hear!
dances at the mention. of a ball. 'He has at on~
.causht the iufectiQn of mih life, and has no other



test of principles or actions than the quality of those
to whom they are ascribed. He begins already to
look down on me with superiority, and submits to
one short lesson in a :week, as an att of condescen..
sion rather than obedience; for he is ·of opinion,
that no tutor is properly qualified who cannot speak
French; and baving formerly learned a few familiar
phrases from his sister's governess, he is e...ery day
loliciting hi. mamma t() procure him a foreign foot­
man, that he may grow polite by his conversation.
I am not yet insulted, but find myself likely to be­
come soon a superfluous incumbrance, for my scho­
lar has now no time for science, or 1'or l'irtue: and
the lady yesterday declared him so much the fa­
...ourite of every company, that she was afl'l!-id he
wouldllot have an bollr in the day to dance and
fe".. I am, &te.

EUIU.TBU.



N° 133. TUESDAY, JUXE 25, 1151•

•

Mapa qvidelA 1tJC';' que dat prtZcepllJ libeU~

f"iclri.t: jortull<e ."pieulia. DicimU$ aulem
H", qlLoquefelice., quifure incolnllioda viltZ,
Necjaclarejugum vila didicel'i: mugu/I'd. Ivf.

Let Stoicks ethick.' hilllghty rules advance
• Toaombat fortunc, and to couquer chance:

Yet happy thole, though not.o l~arn'd are thou1lht,
-Whem Itfe instru'cu. who hy expcrience tallght,
For new to come from past mi.fortunes look,
Nor shake the yoke, which gall. the more 'tis shook.

Cane4.

'10 THE RAMBLER.

IJJt

You haTe show-n, by the pub1ication of my letter,
tha.t you think the life of Victoria not wholly un·
worthy of the notice of a philosopher: I lIhall there­
fore continue my narrative, without any apolo~y

for unimportance which you have dignHicd, or for
ina:ccuraciCll which you are to correct.

When my life appeared t.o be no lonp;er in danger,
and as much of my strength was recovered as ena4
bled me to bear the agita,ti~n of a coacTl, I was
placed a.t a lodgin~ in It nei ~o3ring villa~e, to
which my mother dismissed me with It f'1-int embrace,
baving repeated her command not to expose my face
too soon to the sun or wind, and told me, that with
care I might perhaps become tolerable again. The
prospect of being tolerable had Tery little power to
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elevate the imagination of one who had so 'long
been accustomed to praise and ecstacy; but it was
some satisfaction to be separated from my mother,
who was incessantly ringing the knell of departed
beauty, and never entered my room without the
whine of condolence, or the growl of anger. She
often waBdered over my face, as traveller;; over IQe
ruins of a celebrated city, to note every place which
had once been remarkable for a happy feature. Sha
4:ondescended to visit my retirement, but always left
me more mela8choly; for after a thousand trifling
inquiries about my diet, and a minute examination
of my looks, she generally concluded with a sigh;
that I should never more be fit to be seen.

At last I was permitted to return home, but
found no great improvement of my condition; for
I was imprisoned in my chamber as a criminal;
whose appearance would disgrace my friends, and
condemn me to be tortured into new beauty. Every
experiment which the officiousness of folly could
communicate, or the credulity of ignorance admit,
was tried upon me. Sometimes I was covered with
emollients, by which it was expected that all the
Icars would be filled, and my cheeks plumped up
to their former smoothness; and sometimes I was
punished with artificial excoriations, in hopes of
gaining new graces with a new ~kin. The cos;ne.
tick science was exhausted upon ~e; but who can
repair the ruins ofnature? My mother was forced
to give me rest at last, and abandon me to the fate
of a fallen toast, whose fortune she considered as a
hopeless game, no longer worthy of solicitude or
attention.

The condition of a young woman who has never'
thought or heard of any other excellence than beau.
ty, and whom. the 'Ildden blast or dUeas. wriukJea

Tel.. " II
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in her bloom; is indeed sufficiently calamitous. She
is at once deprived of all that gave her eminence or
power; of all that elated her pride, or animated her
activity; all that filled her days with pleasure, aDd
lIer nights with hope; all fhat gave gladness to the
present hour, or brightened her p~ospects of futu­
rity. It is perhaps not in the powcr~fa man whose
attention has been divided. by diversity of pursuits,
aDd who has not been accustomed to derive from
others much of his happiness, to image to himself
.uch helpless destitution, such dismal inanity• .Every
object of pleasing contemplation is at once snatch_
ed away, and the soul tinds every receptacle of ideas
empty, or filled only with the memory of jo:p that
Ca.n re,turn no more. All is gloomy privation, or '
impotent desire; the faculties of anticipation slum_
ber i.it despundency; or the IJowers of plea!ure mu­
tiny 'for emplonnent. .

I was so little llble to find entertainment for my­
lelf, that I was forced in a short time to venture
abroad, as the solita~y savage is' driven by b unger'
from his cavern. I entered with all the humility of
disgrace into 'assemblies, where I had Ia.tely sparkled
,vith gaiety, and towered with triumph. I was not
wholly without hope, that dejection had misreprc­
lentoo me to myself, and that the remains of my
former face might yet have some attraction and in_ I

fiuence: ~lt the tirst circle of visits convinced me,
that my reign was at an end; that life and death were
no 10lJg~r in my hands; that I was no more (0 prac­
tise the glance of command, or tfte frown of prohi_
bition; to receive the tribute of sighs and praises,
or be soothed with the gentle murmurs of amoroUi

- timidity. My opinion was now unheard, and my
'ropflsals were unregard~d; the narrowlless of mJ
~wledlie,and the mea.nness of my sentimellts, were
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easily discovercd, wilen the eyes werc no longer eo.
gaged against thc judgment; and it was observed,
by those who had' formerly been charmed with my
vivacious loquacity, that my umlerstanding was im.
paired as well as my face, and that I was no longer
qualified to fill a, place in any c.ompany but a party
at cards.

It is scarcely to be imagincd how soon thc mind
sinks to a level with the condition. I, who hacl
long considered all who approached me as vassals
condemned to regulate their pleasures by I1)Y eyes,
and hal'ass their inventions for my entertainment,
was in less thau three weeks reduced to rcceive i.
ticket with profe,;sions of obligation; to catch with
eagerness at a compliment; and to watch with all
the anxiousness of dependance, lest any little civi.
lity that was paid me should pass unackuowledged.

Though the negligence of the men was not very
pleasing when compared with vows and adoration,
yet it was far more supportable than the insolence
of my own sex. For the first ten months after my
return into the world, I never entered a single house
in which the memory of my, downfal was not re';
vived. At one place I was congratulated on my
escape with life; at another I heard of the benefit..
of early inoculation; by some I have been told iIi
express terms, that I am notfet without my charms;
others have whispered at my entran~e, This is the
celebrated beauty. One told me of a wash that
would smooth the skin; and another offered .me her
chair that I might not front the light. Some sooth.
cd me with the observation that none can tell how
lloon my case may be her own; and some thought
it proper to receive me with mournful tenderness,'
fprmal condolence, and consolatory blandishments.

1'1lqs W~ll I every day harassed with all the str~

p~
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tagems or well.bred roalignity; yet insolellce was
more tolerable than solitude, and I therefore per­
sisted to keep my time at the doors of my acquaint.
ance, without gratifying them with any appearance
of resentment or depression. I expected that their
exultation would in time vapour away; that thejoy
of their superiority would end with its novelty;
and that I should be sufrere~ to glide along in my
present form among the nameless multitude, whom
nature ilever intended to excite envy or admiration,
nor enabled to delight the eye or inflame the heart.

This was naturally to be expected, and this I be·
gan to experience. But when I was no longer agi.
tated by the perpetual ardour of resistance, and ef.
fort of perseverance, I found more sensibly the want
of those entertainments which had formerly de.
lighted me; the day rose upon me without an en·
gagement; and the evening closed in its natnral
gloom, without summoning me to a concert or a
ball. None had any care to find amusements for
me, and I had no power of amusing myself. Idle.
ness exposed me to melancholy, and life began to
Janguish in motionless indillercllce.

Misery' and shame are nearly allied. It was not
without many struggles that I prevailed on myself
to confess my uneasiness to Euphemia, the only
friend who had never pained me with comfort or
with pity. I at last laid my calamities before her,
rather to ease my heart than receive assistance.
" We must distinguish," said she, "my Victoria,
" those evils which are imposed by Providence,
" f,om those to which we ourselves give the power
" of hurting us. Of your calamity, a small part is
" the infliction of Heaven, t'he rest is little more
" than the corrosion of idle discontent. Y011 have
~, lost that which may indeed sometimes contribnt.
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l am, SIR, ~c.
VICTORU•.

" to happin!.'ss, but to which .happiness is by nl)
" means inseparably annexed. You have lost what

." the greater number of the human race never have
" possessed; what those on whom it is bestowed
" for the most part possess in vain; and what you,
" while it was yours, knew not how to use: you.
" have only lost early what the laws of nature for- .
" bid you to keep long, and have lost it while your
" mind is yet flexible, and while you have time to
" substitute more valuable and more durable excel~

" lencies. Consider yourself, my Victoria, as a
" being born to know, to reason, and to act; riss
" at once from your dream of melancholy to wis~

" dam and to piety; you will find thatthere are other
" charms than those of beauty, and other joys than
" the .praise of fools."

.N° 134. SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 1751•

•
Qui. scit, an adjiciant hoJiern« crastina IJlmlllll:
Tempora Di mpe,,.i! . Hoa..,

Who knows if Heav'n, with ever-bounteous pow'r,
~hall add to-morrow to tbe frc.ent bour ? FRANCIS.

I SAT yesterday morning employed in deliberating
on which, among the various subjects that occurred
to my imagination, I should bestow the paper of to.
day.. After a short effort of medi~tion by which,
nothlDi wu determined, I grew every moment more

p~
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irresolute, tuy ideas wandered from the first inten.
tion, and I rather wished to think, than thought,
upon any settled subject; till at last I was awaken.
ed ftom this dream of study by a summons from the .
press: the time was Come for which I had been thus
negligently purposing to provide, and, however du- .
bious or sluggish, I was now necessitated to write.

Though to a writer whose design is so compre.
hensive and miscellaneous, that he may accommodate
himself with a topick from every scene of life, or
Ticw of nature, it is 110 great aggravation of his task
to be obliged to a sudden composition; yet I could
not foroear to reproach myself for having so long
neglected what was unavoidably to be done, and of
which every tuoment's idleness increased the difficul.
ty. There was however some pleasure in reflecting
that I, who had only triflild till diligence was neees­
5arr, might still congratulate myself upon my su­
perIOrity to multitudes, who have trifled till diligence
is vain; who can by no degree of activity or reso­
Jution rpcover the opportunities which have slipped
away; and who are condemned by their own care­
lessness to hopeless c;J.1amity a.nd bar~ sorrow.

The folly of alIowing ourselves to delay ....hat we
know cannot be finalIy escaped, is one of the gene­
I'al weaknesse.s,' which, in spite of the instruction
of moralists, ~nd the remQnstrallces of reason, pre.
vail to a greater or less degree in every mind; even
tller \Vho most steadily withstalld it, nnd it, ifnot
th,e most violent, the most pertlnacious of their pas.
'sions, always renewing its attacks, and, thoogh
often vanquished, never destroyed,

I t is indeed naturllol to have pal'tictdar regard to
the time pl'esent, and to be most liolicitous for that
which is by its n~rnetls enabled to make tbe

....tronge~t imp,rcssionso WhcQ. therefor~' aPr sharp
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pain is to be suffered, or any formidable danger to
be incurted, we can scarcely exempt ourselves
wholly from the seducementll of imagination; we
readily belie'-e that another day will bring some
support or advantage which wenow want; and are
easily persuaded, that the moment of necessity,.
which we desire never to arrive, is at a great dis­
tance from Ull.

Thus life is languished away in the gloom of
anxiety, and consumed in collecting resolutions
which the next morning dissipates; in forming pur­
poses which we scarcely hope to keep, and recon-'
ciling ourselves to ollr own cowardice by excuses~

which, while we admit them, we know to be ah.
surd.. Our firmness is, by the continual contem.
plation of misery, hourly impaired; every submis.
l!Iion to our fear enlarges its dominion; we not only
waste that time in which the evil we dread might
have been suffered "and surmounted, but even where
procrastination produces no absol ute increase of ou~
difficulties, make them less superable to ourselves
by habitual terrors. 'Vhen evils cannot be avoided,
it is wise to -contract the interval of expectation; to

• meet the mischiefs which will overtake us if we
fly; and suffer only their real ulalignity, without
the conflicts of doubt, and anguish of anticipatiou..

To act is far easier than tQ suffer; yet we every
flay see the progre~s of life retarded by the vis in­
ertiflJ, the mere repugnance to motion, and find"
multitudes repiniJ1g at the want of that which no­
thing but idleness" hinders them from enjoying.
The case of Tantalus, ill the region of poetick.
punishment, was somewha~ to be pitied, because
the fruit. that hung about him retired from his
ltand; but what tenderness can be claimed by those
who" thqugh perhaps "they suffer the pains of Tall~"
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talus, Wm n,ever lift their hands for their own re.
lief?

There is nothing more common among this torpid
ceneration than murmurs and complaints; mur.
murs at uneasiness which only vacancy and suspicion
expose them to feel, and complaints of distresses
which it is in their own power to remove. Laziness
is commonly associated with timidity. Either fea~

originally prohibits endeavours by infusing despair
of success; -or the frequent fallurI' of irresolute
struggles, and the constant desire Of avoiding la.
bour, impress by degrees false terrors on the mind.
But fear, wh~ther natural or acquired, when once
it has full possession of the fancy, never fails to
employ it upon visions of calamity, such as, if they
are not dissipated by useful employment, will soon
overcast it with horrors, and embitter life not only
with those miseries by which all earthly beings ani
really more or less tormented, but with those which
do not yet exist, and which can only be discerned
~y the perspicacity of cowardice.

Among all who sacrifice future advantage to pre­
sent inclination, scarcely any gain so little as those
that suffer themsel VI'S to freeze in idleness. Others
are corrupted by some enjoyment of more or Ies~

power to gratify the passions; but to neglect our
duties merely to avoid the labour of performing.
them, a labo·ur which is always punctually reward.
ed, is surely to sink unde'r weak temptations.
Idleness never can secure tranquillity; the call of
J,'eason and of conscience will pierce the closest pa­
ViliOll""1>f the sluggard; and thollgh it may not haTe
force to drive him from his down, will be loud
enough to hinder him from sleep. Those moments
which he cannot resolve-to make useful by devoting
~em to th.e great h,usiness of his being? 'W~l still b"
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usurped by powers that will not leave them to hi.
disposal; remorse and vexation will seize upon them,
and forbid him to enjoy what he is so desirous to
appropriate.

There are other causes of inactivity incident to
more active faculties and more acute discernment.
He to whom many objects of pursuit arise at the
same time, will frequently hesitate between different
desires till a rival has precluded him, or change his
course as new attractions prevail, and harass him-.
self without advancing. He who sees different ways
to the same end, will, unless he watches carefully,
over his own conduct, layout too 'much of his at­
tention upon the comparison of probabilities, anl\
the adjustment of expedients, and pause in the
choice of his road till some accident intercepts his
journey. He whose penetration extends to remote
consequences, and who, whenever he applies his at­
tention to any design, discovers new prospects of
advantage, ,and possibilities of improvement, will
not easily be persuaded that his project is ripe for
execution; but ,will superadd one contrivance to
auother, endeavour to unite various purposes in
one operation, multiply. complications, and refine
niceties, till he is entangled in his own scheme, and
bewildered in the perplexity of various intentions..
He that resolves to unite all the beauties of situation
in a new purchase, must waste his life in roving to
no purpose from province to province. He that
hopes in the same house to obtain every conveni.
~ce, may draw plans and stu,dy Palladia, but will
neyer lay a stOlle. He will attempt a treatise on
some important subject, and amass materials, con.
sult authors, alld study all the dependent and col.
lateral parts of learning, but never conclude him.
self llualificd to write. He that~s abilities to con..
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~eive perfection, will not easily be content without
it; and, since perfection cannot be reached, will
lose the opportunity. of doing well in the vain hope
Qf unattainable excellence. .

The certainty that life cannot be long, and the
probability that it will be much shorter than nature
allows, ought tt'> awaken eTery man to the active
prosecution of whatever he is desirous to perform.
It is true that no diligence can ascertain success j

death may intercept the swiftest career j but .he
who is cut off in the execution of an honest un­
dertaking, has at least the honour of falling in his
Tank, and has fought the battIe, though Ill' musl'll
-the victory.

•
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•
&1:1am. non animum mutant. Hu.. ·

•

Place rna,)' be chang'd j but who can chllDge his mind?

I T is impossible to take a'view on any side, or ob..
Ilerve any Qf the various classes that form the great
cO!TImunity of the world, without discovering the
influence of -example; and admitting with new con­
viction the observaqon of Aristotlr., that mall ;1 an
i,nitatit'c being. The greater, far the gre~tcr nnm­
be~ follow the track which otbers have beateD, with­
out any r.uriosity after new discoveries, or ambition
of t,usting themselves to their own conduct. And,"r those who break. the r~nks ~nd disorder the Qui.
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formity of the Ibarch, most return in a short timll
from their deviation, and prefer the equal and steady
satisfaction of security before the frolicks of capric..
and the hon()urs of adventure.

In questioBs difficult or dangerous it is indeed na..
tural to repose upon lluthority, and, when fear hap­
pcns to predominate, uPQn the authority of those
WhOUl we do not in general think wiser than our_
!clves. Very few have abilititls requisite for the dis_
covery of abstruse truth; and of toose few some
want leisure, and some resolution. But it is not su
easy to find the reason of tfle universal submission
to precedcnt where every man might safely judga
for himself.; where no irrcparable loss can be ha­
zarded, nor any misc~ief of long c.ontinuance in­
cOrred. Vanity might be expected to operate wherli
the more powerful passions are not awakened; thliJ'
mere pleasure·of acknowledging no superior might
produce slight singularities, or the hope of gainini
lome new degree of happiness awaken the mind tg

.invention or experiment.
If in any case the shackles of prescription could

be wholly shaken off, and the imagination left to
Ict without controul, on what occasion should it b.
expected, but in the selection of lawful pleasure l
Pleasure, of which the essence is choice; which
compulsion dissociates from every thing to which
nature b,as united it; and which owes 1I0t only Hi
vigour but its being to the smiles of liberty. Yet
We see that the senses, as well as the reason, are re­
gulated by credulity; and that most will feel, or say
that they feel, the gratifications which others han
taught them to expect. .

At this time of univenal migration, when almos~

everyone, considerable enough to attract regard,
1ll4s retired, or is preparing with aJJ. the liO\llleitDeJf
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of distress to retire, into the country; when nothing
is to be heard but.the hopes of speedy departure, or
the complaints of involuntary delay; I have often
been tempted .to inquire what happiness is to be
gained, or what inconvenience to be avoided, by
this stated recession? Of the birds of passage, some
follow· the summer and some the winter, because
they live upon sustenance which only summer or
winter can supply; but of the annual Hight of hu­
lDan rOvers it is much harder to assign the reason,
because they do not appear either to find or seek
any thing which is not equally afforded by the town
and country.

I believe that many of these fugitives may have
beard ofmen whose continual wish was for the quiet
or retirement, who watched every opportunity to
steal away from observation, to forsake the crowd,
and delight themselves with tke society of solitude.
There is imteed scarcely any writer who has Dot ce­
lebrated the happiness of rural privacy, and de­
lighted himself and his reader with the melody of
birds, the whisper of groves, aud the murmur of
rivulets; nor any man eminent for extent of capa­
city, or greatne~s of exploits, that ~as not left be­
hind him some memorials of lonely wisdom, and
silent dignity.

But almost an absurdity of conduct arises from
the imitation of those whom we canDot resemble.
Those who thus testified their weariness of tumult
and hurry, and hasted with so much eagerness to the
leisure of retreat, were either men overwhelmed with
the pressure of difficult employments, harassed with
importunities, and distracted with multiplicity; or
m'en wliolly-engrossed by speculative sciences, who,
having no other end of life but to learD and teach,
foud. their searches interrupted by th. CO)JIIIIOI
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commerce of civility, and theil" reasonings disjoint.
ed by frequent interruptions. Such men might reu.
sonably fly to that ease and conW"enience which their
rondition allowed tbem to find only in the country.
The statesman who devoted the greater part of his
time to the publick, was desirous of keeping the
nmainder in his own power. The general, ruffled
witbdangers, wearied with labours, and stunned with
acclamations, g\adly matched an interval of silence
and relaxation. The naturalist was unhappy where
the works of Providence, were not always before
Ilim. The reasoner could adjust his systems only
1Vhere his mind was free from the intrusion of out­
1I"ard object-.

Such examples of solitude very few of those "he
Ire now hastening from the town, have any preten.
lions to plead in their own justification, since they
cannot pretend either weariness of labour, or desire
of knowledge. They purpose nothing more than
to quit one scene of idleness for another, and, after
bving triBed in publick, to sleep in secrecy. The
IItmost that they can hope to gain is the change of
ridiculousness to obscurity, and the privilege of hav.
ing fewer witnesses to a life of folly. He who i8 not
.uffidently important to be disturbed in his pursuits,
but spends all his hours according to his own incli­
nation, and has more hours than his mental faculties
enable him to fill either with enjoyment or desires,
can have nothing to demand of sbades and valleys.
As bravery is said to be a panoply, insignificanc)' is
always a sbelter.

There are, however, pleasures aud advantages in
a rural situation, which are not confined to philoso.
phers and heroes. The freshness of the air, the yer.
dure of the woods, the paint of the meadows, and
the unexhausted nriety w~ichslimmer li~atteri upo.

"VOL. Y. x.~
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the earth, may easily give delight to an unlearned,
spectator. It is not necessary that he who looks
with pleasure on the colounl of a flower should,
study the principles of vegetation, or that the Pta­
l.emaick and Copernican system shonld be compared.
before the light of the sun can .gladden, or its
warmth invigorate. N ovetty is itself a source of
gtatilication; and Milton justly observes, that tit
him who has been long pent up in cities, no rural
object can be presented which will not delight or
refresh some of his senses. .

Yet even these easy plJ:asures are missed by the
greater part of those who waste their summer ill the
country. Should any man pursue his acquaint­
ances to their retreats, he would find few of theta
listening to Philomel, loitering in woods, or pluck.
ing daisies, catching the healthy gale of the mom.
ing, or watching the gentle coruscations qf declin.
ing day. Some will be discovered at a window by
the road side, rejoicing when a new cloud of dust
gathers towards them, as at the approach of a mo­
mentary supply of conversation, and a short relief
from the tediousness of unideal vacancy. Othert
are placed in the adjacent villages, where they look
only upon houses as in the rest of the year, with 110

change of objects but what a remove to any new
street in London might have given them. The samo
set .of acquaintances still settle together, and the
form of life is not otherwise diversified than by do­
ing the same things in a different place. They pay
and receive, visits in the usual form, they frequent
the wal!,:s in the morning, they deal cards at night,
they attend to the same tattle, a.nd dance with the
lame partners; nor can they, at their return to their
former habitation, congratulate themselves on any
8ther advlUltaie, thaD. thJ\t t~ey haTI p~ed t1leir
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time like others of the Fame rank; and haTe the
same right to talk of the happiness and beauty of the
country, of happiness It-hich they never felt, an4
beauty which they never regarded.

To be able to procure its own entertainments,
and to subsist upon its own stock, is not the pre.
J'ogative of every 'mind. There are indeed under•
• tandings so fertile and comprehensive, that they can
always feed reflection with new supplies, and" suffer
Dothing from the preclusion of adventitious amuse..
ments; as some cities have within their own walla
enclosed ground enough to feed their inhabitants in
a siege. But others live ouly from day to day, and
JIlust be con~tantly enabled, by foreign supplies, ta
leep out the encroachments of languor and stupi.,
dity. SU\lh could not indeed be blamed'for hover.
ing within reath of their usual pleasure, more than
any other animal for not quitting its native element,
were not their faculties contracted by their own
fault. But let not those who go into the country,
merely because they dare not be left alone at home,
boost tbeir love of nature, or tbeir qualifications
for solimde; nor pretend that they receive instan.
iaoeous infusions of wisdom from the Dryads, an~

are able, when they leave smoke and noise behind)
to act, or think, or 1"easo1\ for themselTes.
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•
·ExOe.~ "I~ "'~' ",j~or ~r.."r ~,~ ..6J.t1"'~' ,
Os x.' lTIeo, "'...<lUO...,. flel &1.1.0 ~. fl..~...

HOMIIL

'Who dare. think one thing, and another tell.
My beartdeteau him all the gates of Hell. POP"

.,
THE rega.rd which tbey wbose abilities are employ.
~d in the works of imagination claim from the rest
of mankind, arises in a great measure from their in..
fluence on futqrity. Rank may be conferred by
princes, and wealth bequeathed by misers or by
robbers; but the honours of a lasting name, and
the veneration of distant ages, only the 80ns oflearn­
ing ha.l/e the power of bestowing. While, there­
fore, it continues one of the characteristicks of .....
tioRaI nature to decline oblivion, authors DeTer can
be wholly overlooked in the search after happineu,
Dor become contemptible but by their own fault.

The man who considers himself as constituted the
ultimate judge o{disputable characters, and entrusted
with the distribution of the last terrestrial rewardJ
of merit, ought to summon all his fortitude to the
support of his integrity, and resolTe to discharge
an office of such dignity with tbe most rigilaot cau­
tion and 8crupulous justice. To deliver examples
to posterity, and to regulate the opinion of future
times, is no slight or trivial undertaking; Dor is it
easy to commit mor~ atrocioul treaaon apiDst dIt
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great republick or humanity, than by falsifying its
records and misguiding its decrees.

To scatter praise or blame without regard to jus­
tire, is to destroy the distinction <Jf good and evil.
Many have no other test of actions than general
opinion; and all are Sf) far inlluenced by a sense of
reputation, that they are often restrained by fear of
reproach, and excited by hope of honour, when
other principles haTe lost their power; nor can any
species of prostitution promote general depravity
more than that which destroys the force of praise,
by showing that it may be acquired withont deserv-
ing it, and which, by setting free the active and am- ,
bitious from the dread of infamy, lets loose the ra. _
pacity of power, and weakens the only authority
by which greatness is controlk"<l..

Praise, like gold and diamonds, owes its valne
only to its scarcity. It becomes cheap as it becomes
nIlgar, and will DO longer raise expectation, or
animate enterprize. It is therefore not only neces­
iary, that wickedness, even when it is not safe to
censure it, be denied applause, but that goodness
be commended only in proportion to its degree;
and th~t the garlands due to the great benefactors
of mankind, be not suffered to fade upon the brow
of him w~o can boast onlY petty services and eallY
Tirtnes.

Had these miuims been universally rec;eived, how
much would have been added to the t,ask of dedica­
tion, the work on whichall-the power of modern
wit has been exhausted. How f~ of these initial
pal1egyricks had appeared, if the author had been
obliged first to find a man of virtue, then to distin.
guish the species and degree of his desert, and at
Jast to pay him only the honours which he might
jU5tly claim. It is much easier to learn the name

KK3



TilE aAJlaLE"

Gf the 'last man whom chance has exalted to wealth
and power, to obtain by the intervention of some
of his domesticks the privilege of addressing him,
or, in confidence of the general acceptance of flat­
t~'ry, to venture on an addrCIIs withont any previous
solicitation; and, after having heaped upon him all
the virtues to which philosophy has lUsigned""a Dame,
inform him how much more might be truly said,
did not the fear of giving pain to his modesty re­
press the raptures of wonder and the zeal of YeDe­
ration.

Nothing bas so much degraded literatnre from~
Batnral rank, as the practice of indecent and pro.
miscuous dedication: for what credit can he expect
who professes himself the hireling of vanity, how­
ever profligate, and, without shame or scruple, ce­
lebrates the worthless, dignifies the mean, and gives
to the corrupt, licentious, and oppressive, the orna­
ments which ought only to add grace to truth, and
loveliness to innocence? Every other kind of adu­
lation, however shameful, however mischievous, is
less dete.stable th,ao the crime of counterfeiting cha­
racters, and fixing the stamp of literary S~CtiOD

upon the dross and refuse of the world.
Yet I would not overwhelm the authors with tlte

'whole load of infamy, of which part, perhaps the
greater part, ought to fall upon their patrons. If
lie that hires a bravo, partakes the guilt of murder,
why should he who bribes a flatterer, hope to be
exempted from the shame of falsehood? The un­
happy dedicator is seldom without some motives
which obstruct, though Dot destroy, the liberty of
choice; he is oppressed by miseries which he hopes
to relie.ve, or inflamed by ambition which he ex,.

ccts to gratify. But the patron has no incitements
ually violeDt; he caD receive only a short grati-

••
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fication r with which nothing but stupidity could dis.
pose him to be pleased. The real satisfaction which I
praise can afford is by repeating aloud the whispers
of conscience, and by showing us that we bave not
endeavoured to deserve well in vain. Everyother!
encomium is, to an intelligent mind, satire and re· ;
proach; the celebration of those virtues which we

. feel ourselves to want, can only impress a quicker
sense of our own defects, and show that we have
»ot yet satisfied the expectations of the world, by
forcing us to observe how much fiction must contri.
bute to the completion of our characler.

Yet sometimes the patron may claim indulgence ;
for it does not always happen, that the encomiast
hall been milch encouraged to his attempt. Many a
haplmi author, when his book, and perhaps his de.;
dication, was ready fQr the press, has waited long
before anyone would pay the price of prostitution,
U1' consent to hear the praises destined to insure his
name against the casualties of time; and many a
complaint has been vented against the decline of
learning, and neglect of genius, when either parsi­
monious prudence has declined expense, or honest
indignation rejected falsehood. But if at last, after
long inquiry and innumerable disappointments, he
find a lord willing to hear of his own eloquence and
taste, a statesman desirous of knowing how a friend.
ly historian will represenl! his conduct, or a lady
delighted to leave to the world some memorial of
her wit and beauty, lIuch weakness 'cannot be cen.
!lured. as an instance of enormous depravity. The
wisest man may, by, a diligent solicitor, Ite sur.
prised in the hour of weakness, and persuaded to
solace vexation, or invigorate hope, with the mu.
:,tick of flattery.

Tocensul'tl aU dedicatioDIl a8 adulatory and Mr-
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vile, would discover rather envy than justice. Praise
is the tribute of merit, and he that has incontesta­
bly distinguished himself by any publick perform­
ancc, has II. right to all the honours which the pub­
lick can bcst~w. To men thus. raised above the­
re.t of the community, there is no need that the
book or its author should. have any particularre­
lation: that the patron is known to deserve respect,
is sufficient to vindicate him that pays it. ·1.'0 the
same regard from particular persons, private virtue
and less conspicuous .excellence may be sometimes
entitled. An author may ~ith great propriety in­
scribe his work to him by whose encouragement it
was undertaken, or by whose liberality he has been
enabled to prosecute it, and he may justly 'rejoice
in his OWll fortitude that dares to rescue merit from
obscurity•.

Aen/JlUI e;em1'lis viJe.... te eltulere'; ",isee
l;'"ga aliquid nastl'u de mOl-ibm:--

Thus much I will indulge thee for thy eas!',
And mingle something of our times to please.

DRYDEYjU.

I know not whether greater relaxation may not be
indulged, and whether hope as well as gratitude may
not unblameably produce I!-- dedication; but let the
writer who pours out his praises only to propitiate
IJower, or attract the attention of greatness, be cau­
tious lcst his desire betray him to exuberant eulo­
gies. 'V~ are naturally more apt to please olirselYes
with the future than- the past, and, while we luxu­
riate in expectation, may be easily persuaded to
purchase what we yet rate, only by imagination, a.t
a higher price than experience will warrant.

But 110 private views of personal regard ran dis•
• clulI'ge any man from hi~ general obligations to Til'-
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tue and to truth. Itmay happen in the Tarious com.
binations of life, that a good man may receive
faTours from one, who, notwithstanding his acci.
dental beneficence, cannot be justly proposed to
the imitation of othen, and wbom therefore he must
find some other way of rewarding than by publick
celebrations. SelMove has indeed many powers of
leducement, but it surely ought not to exalt any in.
dividual to equality with the collective body of man.
kind, or persuade him that a benefit conferred on
him is equivalent to evefy other virtue. Yet many,
npon false principles of gratitude, haTe nntured to
extol wretches, whom all but their dependents
numbered among the reproaches of the species, and
whom tIIey would likewise have beheld with the
Ia.me scorn, .had they not been hired to dishonest

-approbation.
To encourage merit with praise, is the great busi.

ness ofliterature j but praise must lose its iufluence,
by unjust or negligent distribution j and he that
impairs its nlue may be charged with misapplica­
tion of tbe power tbat genius puts into bis hands,
and with Bquandering on cuilt the recompence of
Thtne. .
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N° 137. TUESDAY, .JULY 9, 1751•

•
Dum vitant stulti vitia, in contraTia currunt. Ho..

-- Whilst fools one vice condemn,
They run into the opposite e'xtreme. CancD.

T nAT wonder is the effect of ignorance" has been
often observed. The awful stillness of lLttention,
with which the mind,is overspread at the first "iell'
of an unexpected effect, ceases when we have lei.
sure to disentangle complications and inveatigato
C)l.uses. Wonder is a pause 'of reason, a sudden
cessation, of the mental progress, which lasts only
while the understanding is fixed upon some single
,idea, and is at an end when it recovers force enough
to diride the object into ih parts, or mark the in­
termediate gradations from the first age~t to the last
consequence, • ,

It may be remarked with equal truth, that igno.
ranee is often the effect {}f. wonder. It is common
for those who have never accustomed themselves
to the labour of inquiry, nor invigo'rated their con·
fidence by conquests over difficulty, to sleep in tho
gloomy quiescence of astonishment, without any ef.
fort to animate inquiry,. or dispel obscurity. What I

they cannot immediately conceive, they consider as '
too high to be reached, or too extensive to be com· I

prehended; they therefore content themselves with
the gaze of folly, forbear to attempt what they bale
JIO hopes of performing, and resign the pleasure of
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J'ational contemplation to more pertinacious study
or more active faculties.

Among tne productions of mechanick art, many.
are of a form so different from that of their first ma.
terials, and many consist of parts so numerous and
10 nicely adapted to each other, that it is not pos.
sible to view them without amazement. .But when
we enter the shops of artificers, observe the various
tools by which every operation is facilitated, and
trace the progress of a manufacture through the dif.
ferent hands, that, in succession to each other, con.
tribute to its perfection, we soon d;scoH1I' that
every single man has an easy task, and that lhe ex.
treme'l, howevcr remote, of natural rudeness and
artificial elegance, are joined by a regular concate.
nation of efrects, of which everyone is introduced
by that which precedes it, and equally introduces
that which is to follow.

The same is the state of intellectual and manual
performances. Long calculations or complex dia.
grams affright the timorous and unexperienced from
a second view; but if we have skill sufficient to ana.
lyze tbc1l! into simple principle», it will be discover.
ed that our fear was grOtlndless. Divide and con.
quer, is a principle equally just in science as in
policy. Complication is a species of confederacy
which, while it continues united, bids defiance to
the most active and vigorous intcllect; but of \vbich
every member is scparately wcak, and: which may"
therefore" be quickly subdued, if it can once be
broken.

The chief art of learning, as Locke has observed,
is to attempt but little at a time. The widest ex­
cursions of the mind arc made by shurt flights fre­
quently repeated; thc most lofty fabricks of science
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are formed by the continued accumulation of singl.
propositions.

It ofteD happens, whatever be the cause, that
impatienc6-4f labour, or dread of miscarriage, seiZe.
those who are most distinguished for quickness or
apprehension; and that they who might with great.
est reason promise themselves victory, are least
"'HUng to hazard the encounter. This diffidence,
where the attention is not laid asleep by laziness, or
dissipated by pleasures, can arise only from con.
fused and general views, such as negligence snatches
in haste, or from the disappointment of the first
hopes formed by arrogance without reflection. To
expect that the intricacies of science will be pierced
by a careless glance, or the eminences of fame
lUlcended without labour, is to expect a particular
privHege, a power denied to the rest of mankind j

but to suppose that the maze is inscrutable to dili.
gence, or the heights inaccessible to perseverance,
is to submit tamely to the tyrauny of fancy, and
enchain the mind in voluntary shackles.

It is the proper ambition of the heroes in litera­
ture to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge by dis.
covering and conquering new regions of the intel.
lectual world. To the success of such undertakings,
perhaps, some degree of fortuitous happiness is ne·
cessary, which no man can promise or procure to
himself; and therefore doubt and irresolution may
be forgiven in him that ventures into the nnexplored
abysses of truth, and attempts to find his way
through the fluctuations of uncertainty, and the
couflicts of Io:ontradiction. But when nothing more
is required, than to pursue a path already beaten,
and to trample obstacles which others have demo.
lished; why should any man 10 much distrust hit
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own intellect as to imagine himself unequal to tho
attempt? .

It were to be wished that they who devote their
Iires to study would at once believe nothing too great
for their attainment, and consider nothing as too
little for their regard; thatthey would extend their
notice alike to science and to life, and unite some
knowledge of the present world to their acquaint..
,ncc with past ages and remote events. "

Nothing has so much exposed men of learning to
~JOntemptand ridicule, as their ignorance of things
which are known to all but themselves. Those who
haTe been taught to consider the institutions of the
schools, as giving the last perfection to human abi..
iities, are surprised to see men wrinkled with-study,
yet wanting to be instructed in the minute circum­
stances of proprietyyor the necessary forms of daily
transaction; and quickly shake off their reverence
for modes of education, which they find to produce
110 ability above the rest of mankind.

Books, says Bacon, can rteTJer teach the use of
books. The student must learn by commerce with
mankind to reduce his specu.lations to practice, and
accommodate his knowledge to the purposes of life.

It is too common for those who have been bred
to scholastick professions, and passed much of their
time in academies where nothing but learning con­
fers honours, to disregard every other qualification,
and to imagine that they shall find mankind ready
to pay h<?m&(e to their knowledge, and to crowd
about them for instruction. They therefore step out
from their cells into the open world with all the
confidence of authority and dignity of importance;
they look round about them at once with ignorance
and scorn on a race of beings to whom they ar~

cq llally unknown and equally contemptiblea but
V~~. v. I. L .
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,

whose manners they must i.l.nitate, and with whose
opinions they must comply, if they desire to pass
their time happily among them.

To lessen that disdain with which scholars are in.
clined to look On the common business oi the world,
and the unwillingness with which they condescend
to learn what is not to be found in any system of
philosophy, it may be necessary to consider that,
though admira.tion is excited by abstruse researches
and remote discoveries, yet pleasure is not given,
nor affection conciliated, but by softer accomplish.
ments, and qualities more easily commnnicable to
those about us. He that can only converse upon
'iuestions, about which only a small part of man·
kind has knowledge sufficient to make them curious,
must lose his days in unsocial silence, and liTe iu
the crowd of life without a companion. He tliat can
only be useful on great occasions, may die without
exerting his abilities, and stand a helpless spectator
of a thousand vexations which fret away happiness,
and which nothing _is required to remove but a
little dexterity of conduct and readiness of expe·
dients. .

No degree of knowledge attainable by man is
able to set him aboTe the want of hourly assistance,
or to extinguish the desire of fond endearments,
and tender officiousness; and therefore, no one
should think it unnecessary to learn those arts by
whieh friendship may be gained. Kindness is pre­
served by a constant reciprocation of benefits or in­
terchange of pleasures; but such benefits only can
be.bestowed, as others are capable to receiTe, and.
iuch pleasures only imparted, as others are qualiti~d I

to enjoy. .
By this descent from the pinnlc1es of art 0'

J.onour will be lost; for the condescensiOD. or
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learning are always overpaid by gratitude. An ele.
vated genius employed in little things, appears, to use
the simile of Longinus, like the sun in his evening
declination, he remits his splendour but retains hi"
magnitude, and plC3lle1i more though he dazzles )eS5,

N° 138. SATURDAY, JULY 13, 1751,

-- 0 tantum lib~at mecum tibi 'ordiia ,.ura
.Atque humile. habitare 0"''''. etjigere Cert1O'. VIBO.

With me retire. and leave the pomp 'of court.
:For ,humble cottllges lind rural 'ports,

TO THE R~)J:BLER.

SIa,

TIIOU6H the contempt with which you'bave treat~
ed the annual migrations of the gay and busy part
of mankind, is justified by daily observation, since·
most of those who leave the town, neither vary their
entertainments nor enlarge their notions; yet I SIlP~

pose you do not intend to represent the practice
itself as ridiculous, or to declare that he whose con~

ditton puts the distribution of his time into his own
power may not properly qivide it between the town
tLnd country.

That the country, and only the country, displays
the inexhaustible varieties of nature, and supplies
the philosophi~lmind with matter for admiration
and inquiry, never was denied; but my curiosity is
very little attracted by the colour of IJ flower, th.

LL~
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anatomy of an insect, or the structnre or a nest; I am
generally employed upon human manners, and there­
fore fill up the months of rural leisure with remark!
on those who live 'Within the circle army notice. If
writers would more frequently visit those r<'gions ot
negligence and liberty, they might diversify their
representations, and multiply their images, for in
the country are original characters chiefly to bl!
found. In cities, and yet more in courts, the mi.
nute discriminations which distinguish one from
another are for the most part effaced, the peculiari.
ties of temper and opinion are gradually worn away
by promiscuous converse, as angular bodies and un.
even surfaces lose their points and asperities by fre.
quent attrition against one another, and approach
by degrees to uniform rotundity., The prevalence
of fashion, .the influ/olnce of example, the desire of
applause, and the dread of censure, ob~truct the
natural tendencies of the mind, and check the fancy
in its first efforts to break forth into experiments of
caprice. ~

Few inclinations are so strong as to grow up into
habits, when they must struggle with the constant
opposition of settled forms and established customs.
But in the country every man is a separate and in.
dependent being: solitude flatters irregularjty with
hopes of secrecy; and wealth, removed from tbll
mortification of comparison, and the awe of equali.
ty, swells into contemptuous confidence, and sets
blame and laughter at defiance; the impulses of
nature act unrestrained, and the disposition dares
to show itself in its true form, without any disguisil
of hypocrisy, or decorations of elegance. Every
one indulges the full enjoyment of his own choice,
and talks and lives with no other view than to plt"ase
\imse1f, without inquirilll how far he deviates fro~
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the general practice, or considering others as en..
titled to any account of his sentiments or actions.
If he builds or demolishes, opens or encloses, de..
loges or drains, it is not his care what may be the
opinion of those who are skilled in perspective or
architecture, it is sufficient that he has DO landlord
to cont~ol him, and that none has any right to exa..
mine in what projects the lord of the malior spends
his own money on his own grounds•.

For this reason it is not very common to want
subjects for rural conversation. Almost every
man is daily doing something which producesmerri.
ment, wonder, or resentment, among his neigh.
bours. This utter exemption from restraint leaves
every anomalous quality to operate in its full extent,
and'suffers the natural character to dilfu.se itself to
every part of life. The pride which, under the
check of"publick observation, would have been only
vented among servants and domesticks, becomes in
a CQuntry baronet the torment of a province, and,
instead of terminating in the destruction of China.
ware aud glasses, ruins tena-nts, dispossesses cot.
tagers, and harasses villagers with actions of trespass
and bills of indictment.

It frequently happens that, even without ,lolent
passions, or enormous corruption, the freedom and
laxit}" of a rustick life produce remarkalfle particu.
larities of conduct or manner. In the province
w here I now rcside, we have one lady eminent for
wearing a gO'Yll always of th~ samtl cut and colour;
another for shaking hands with those that visit her;
and a third for unshaken resolution never to let tea
vr coffee entel' her house.

But of all the female characters which this place
affords, I have. found none so worthy of attention
as that of Mrs. Busy, a widow,. who lost her hus.

LL3 .
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band in her thirtieth year, and has since passed ber
" time at the manor-bouse in the government of her

children, and the management of the estate.
Mrs. Busy was married at eighteen from a board.

ing-school, where she had passed her time, like other
young ladies, in needle-work, with a few intemds
of dancing and reading. 'When she became a bride
sbe spent one winter with her husband in towo,
where, having no idea of any conversation beyond
the formalities of a visit, she found nothing to en­
gage her passions; and when she had been one night
at court, and two at an opera, and seen the Monn­
ment, the Tombs, and the Tower, she concluded
that London had nothing more to show, and won­
deted that when women had once seen the world
they could 1I0t be content to stay at home. She
therefore went willingly to the ancient seat, and
for some years studiL-d housewifery under Mr.
Busy'S mother, with so much assiduity, that the old
lady, when she died, bequeathed her a caudle-cup,
a soup-dish, two beakers, and a chest of table,
linen SpUIl by herself.

:Mr. Busy, finding the economical qualities of his
lady, resigned his affairs wholly into her hands, and
devoted his life to his pointers and his hounds. HII
never visited his estates, but to destroy the par.
tridges Or foxes; and often committed such devasta­
tions in the rage of pleasure, "tbat some of his tenants
refused to hold their lands at the usual rent. Their
landlady persuaded the.m to be satisfied, and en.
treated her h\!sband to dismiss his dogs, with many
exact calculations -of the ale drank by his compa.
nions, and corn cOJlsumed by the horses, and reo
monstrances against the insolence of tbe huntsman,
and the frauds of the groom. The huntsman WII

tva necessa~y to his Ilarpiness to be Ws(;lLrded ; ..
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he had still continued to ravage his own estate, had
he not caught a cold and a fever by shooting mallardS
in the fens. His fever was followed by a consump­
tion, which in a few months brought him to the
grave. .

Mrs. Busy was too much an economist to feel
either joy or sorrow at his death; She received the
compliments aud consolations of her neighbours in
a dark room, out of which she stole privately every
night and morning to see the cows milked; and,
after a few days, declared that she thought a widow
might employ herself better than in nursing grief j

and that, for her part, she was resol ved that tho
fortunes of her children should not be impaired by
her neglect.

She therefore immediately applied herself to the
reformation of abuses. She gave away the dogs,
discharged the servants of the kennel and stable, and
IIcnt the horses to the next fair, but rated at so high
a price that they returned unsold. She was resol ved
to have nothing idle about her, and ordered them to
be employed in common drudgery. They lost their
Ileekness and grace, and were soon purchased at
balf the value.

She soon disencumbered herself trom her weeds,
and put on a riding-hood, a coarse apron, and short
petticoats, and has turned a large manor into a farm,
of which she takes the management wholly upon
herself. She rises before the SUD to order the horses
to their geers, and sees them well rubbed down at
their return from work; she attends the dairy morn.
ing and evening, and watches when a calf falls that
it may be carefully nursed; she walks out among
th.8 sheep at noon, counts the lambs, and observes
the fences, and, where she finds II. gap, stops it with
.& bus4 till it can be better mended. In harvest she
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rides a.field in the waggon, and is very liberal oCher
ale from a wuoden bottle. At her leisure hours sh41
louks gouse e~~, ain the wool room~ and turns the
ch~ese.

When respect or curiosty brings viiitants to her
house, she entertains them wit!). prognosticks of a
licardty of wheat, or a rot among the sheep, and al.
ways thinks herself privileged to dismiss them, when
she is to sec the hogs fed, or to count her poultry
on the roost.

Theonly things neglected about her are her child.
ren, whom she has taugh.t nothiug but the lowellt
household duties. In my last.visit I met Miss Busy
carrying grains to a sick cow, and was entertained
wjth the accomplishments uf her elde;;t son, a youth
of su'ch carly maturity, that, though he is only six.
tecn, she can trust him to sell corn in .themaIlp.et.
Her younger daughter, who is eminent for her
peauty, thongh somewhat tanned in making hay,
was busy in pouring out ale to the ploughmen, that
everyone might have an equal share.

I could not but look with pity on, this young Ca.
mily, doomed, by the ab,urd prudence of their.mo-,
ther, to ignorance and meanness; but, "'he'n Ire.
commended a more elegant education, was aniwered,
that she never saw bookish or finical people grow
rich, and that she was good for nothing herselJ tiH
llhe had forgotten the nicety of the boarding-school.

I am yours, &1'.
BUCOLVi.
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N° 130. TUESDAY, JULY HI, 1'751.

--Sic quad vii 'imple:r dunttuaC d unum. 110"

Let ev~ry piece be simple and be one.

IT is required by Aristotle to the perfection of a
tragedy, and is equally n('ccssary to every other
.peciea of regular composition, that it should have
a beginning, a middle, and an end. "The begin.
" ning," says he, "is that which Iiath nothing ne.
" eeasarily previous, but to which that which fol­
" lows is naturally consequent; the end, on the
{' contrary, is that which by necessity, or at least
" according to the common course of things, suc.
" ceeds something else, but which implies nothing
" consequent to itself; the middle is connected OD

~, one side to something that naturally goes before,
" and on the other to something that naturally fol­
H lows it."

Such is the rule laid down by this great crHick,
for the disposition of the different parts of a well
con!ltituted fable. It must begin, where it may hI
made intelligible without introduction; and end,
wbere the mind is' left in repose, without expecta.
tion of any farther event. The intermediate pas.
sages must join the last effect .to the first cause, by a
regular and unbroken concatenation; nothing must
be therefore inserted which does not apparently
arise from something foregoing, and properly mak,.,
way for 10methiuB that lucceed. it.
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This precept is to be .understood in its rigour

(mly with respect to great and essential events, and
cannot be extended in the same force to minuter
circumstances ltIld arbitrary decorations, which yet
are more happy, as they contribute more to the
main desig!1; for it is always a proof of extensive
thought and accurate circumspection, to 'iJromote
various purposes by the same act; and the idea of
an ornament admits use, though, it seems to ex·
elude n~cessi!y.

Whoever purposes, as it is expressed by Milton,
to build the lofty rhyme, must acquaint himself with
this law of poetical architecture, and take C'lKe that
his edifice be solid as well as beautiful; that nothing
stand single or independent, so as that it. may be
taken away without injuring the.rest; but tbat,
from the foundation to the pinnacles, one part rest
firm upon another.

This reg.ular and consequential distribution is,
among common authors, frequently neglected; but
the failures of those, whose example can have no
int!uCJlce, may be safely overlooked, nor is it of
much use to recal obscure and unregarded names to
memory for the sake of sporting with their infaIDy.
Dut if there be any writer whose genius can em.
bellish impropriety, and whose authority can mako
error venerable, his works are the proper objects of
critical inquisition. To expunge faults where there
are no excellencies, is a task equally useless witb
that of the clJemist, who employs tl;<t arts of separa­
tion and refinement upon are in which no precious
metal is contained to reward his operations•
. Th~ tragedy of Samson Agonistellhas been cele.

brated as the second work of ,the great author of
Paradise Lost, and opposed, with all the confidence
of triumph, tothe dr~Iilllt.ic~ vetform~ucesof othel'
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nations. It contains indeed just sentiments, maxims
of wisdom, and oracles of piety, and many passages
written with the ancient spirit of choral poetry, in
which therc is a just and pleasing mixture of Sene~

ca's mora.l declamation, with the wild enthudasm or
the Greek writers. It is therefore 'worthy of cxa­
mination, whether a performance thus illuminated
with genius, and enriched with learning, is com..
posed according to the indi,pensablelaws of Aristo.
telian criticism: and, omitting at present all other
considerations, whether it exhibits a beginning, a
middle, and an end.

The beginning is undoubtedly beautiful and pro­
per, opcning witJi-a graceful abruptness, and pro­
ceeding naturally to a mournful recital of facts ne..
cessary to be' known: .

Sa1TU10n. A little onward l"'nd thy gliiding hand.
To th~se dark steps, a lin Ie farther 011 ;

For yonder bank hath choice of sun and shade;
There I alii wont to sit when any chance •
Relieves me from my task of servile to.il,
D~tll.)' In tile COiUmon prJsoll else enjolll'd me.­
-0 wheretore was Illy birth frolll hea"V'n foretold
TWIce by al\ angel?-.
-'Vhy w", my breeding order'd and prescrib'd.
As of a person separate to <..iod,
D,·"gn'd for great exploits; if I IlInst die
lletray'd, captiv'd, and bOlh lJIX eye. put out?
-WhoiTI have I to complam of but mysell?
'Vbo this lllgh girt of strength, ('ollll1lltted to me,
In what parr lodg'd, how easily bereft lllP,

!Tnder the seat of sIlence'could not keep.
But weakly to a woman must reycal H.

His soliloquy is interrupted by a chorus or company
of men of his own trilL, who condole his miseries,
extenuate his fault, and conclude with a solemn "in.
dkation of divine justice. So that at the conclmion
.f the lint act th~re is no design laid, nJ discovery
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made, nor any disposition formed towards tile sub-
.equent event. .

lit the second act, Manoah, the father of Samson,
comes to seek his son, and, being shewn him by the­
chorus, breaks out into lamentations of his misery,
and comparisons of his present with his former state,
representing to him the ignominy which his religion
luffers, by the festival this day celehrated in honour
of Dagon, to whom the idolaters ascribed his o,er·
throw:

- Thou bear'st
Enongh, and more, the burt~n of that tillli~;

Bitterly hast tholl paid and still art paying
That rigid score. A worsc thing yet reQ1l1iw.
This day the Philistines a pop'lar feast
Here celebrate in Gam; Bad proclBim
Great pomp Bnd sacrifice, and praises loud
'flO Dagon as their God, who hath deliver'd
Thee, SaIDson, bound lUld blind, into their hand.,
Them out of thine, who .Icw'st them mBuy a ~1aiD.

Samson, touched with this reproach, makes a re­
ply equally penitential and pious, which his father
ilJltsiders as the effusion of prophetick confidence:

Samson. God, he sure.
Will not connive or linger tbus provok'd,
But will arise and his greBt name assert:
Dagon.must stoop. Bnd shall ere long receiyc
Such a discomfit, as shalll(uite despoil him
Of all these boastcd trophies won OD we.

ManDah. Witb cause this hJJPe relieves thee, and d1c,e
words ,

I as a prophecy receive; for God,
N"thing more certain, will not long defcr
To vind~cate thc glory of lIi!l- name,

Th is part of the dialogue, as it might tend fo alii.
DHlte or exasiJerate Samson, cannut, I think, be
censured as wholly superfluolls; but the succeeding
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dispntfJ, in which Samson c«mtend. to die, alld which
his father brea:ks off; that he may go to solicit his
releue, is only valllable for its own beauties, alld .
has no tendency to introduce any thing that fol-
lows it. ' ' .

The next eyent of the drama is the arrival of De. .
lilah, ""ith all her graces, artifices, and allurements.
This producet a ,dialogue, in a yery high degree ~le­

gant and instructive, from which she retires, after
she has exhausted. her persuasions, and is no more
seen nor heard of; nDr -bas her visit any effect bu~
that of raisiag the cliaracter of Samson•
. In the .fonrth act enters Harapha, the giant of,

Gatti, ·whose. name had never been mentioned be­
fore, and who· has DOW. no. otb,er motive of coming,
than to see the man whose strength and actions art
so loudly c,eleb.ratcd :

Hllrapll. Much I have heard
Of thy prodigious might, and feats perform'd
Incredible to me ; ill tlli. displeas'd
'J'hat I wal Dever present in tbe place
Of those eneouoten, where we might haYe tried
Each others force in camp or listed fieldl:
And now am come to see of whom such noilO
Hatll wallr.'d ahout, and euch lilDb to lurvey.
U thy appearance answer loud report.

Samso," challenges him to the combat; and, after
a.n i~terchange of reproaches, elevated by repeated
de~ance 9'\ on~ tide, and imbittered by contemptu­
ous insults on thetOtber, Ha.rapha retires; we then.
hear it determined, by SamS<ln and the chorus, that
DO 'coRseqw:ncegood or ~~ will proceed from ~eir

iaterview:

cr.-. Re will directly to the Ion!!, IIQlIr,
ADI with lDIIIiaioul counsel stir them I1p
80__, or lit1m' farther ,to alBicl tbe••

1'81.. 1'. • Ii
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&mi. He mullt allege .,me _ee. and olFer'd fisht
Will not dare mentiou, lellt a question rise,
Whether he dum accept the olfer or not;
And that he duut not. plain enough appear'd.

At last, in the fifth act, appean a messenger frour
the lords assembled at the festival of Dagon, with a
summons by which Samson is required to come and
entertain them with souie proof of his strength.
Samson, after a short expostulation, ditmisses him
with a firm aDd reIIohte refusal; but, during the
absence of the me&lleIIger, haTing a while defended
the propriety of bis conduct, he at last declares him­
lelf mOTed by a secret impulse to comply, and ut­
ten some dark presages of .. great event to be
brought to pass by his agency, under the direction
of Providence:

Sanu. Be of good coumge; I begin to feel
Some rousing motions in me. which dispose
To something extmordinary my thoughts.
I with this messenger ...ill go along.
Nothing to do. be lIIUe, that may di.honour
Our la.... or lItain my vow of Nazarite.
If there be ought of presage in the mind.
This dllf will be remarkable in my life
By .ome great act•. or of my days the Jut.

While Samson is conducted oft' by the messengir,
his father returns with hopes of success in his solicit­
ation, upon which he confers with the chorus till
their dialogue is interrupted, fint by a shout of
triumph, and afterwards by screams of horrour aud
agony. As they stand deliberating where they shall
be secure, a JDlYl who had been present at the show
enten, and relates how Samson, having prevailed on'
his guide to suft'er him to lean against- the main· pi!­
•...rs of the theatrical edifice, tore doWJl the roof u.pon

spectators and hiluself:
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- -Thoee two DUIIIIy,piJlal'l,
With horrible confusiOll, to and fro .-
He tugg'd, he shook, till down they came, and drew
The whole roof after them, ..ith bunt of thunder,
Upon the heads of all who sat beneath--

- SamSOll, with theae immixt, inevitahly
l'nU'd dowJI, the same destruction on himself.

This is und.oubtedly a just and regular catastro­
phe, and the poem, therefore, has a beginnittg and
an end which Aristotle himself could not have dis­
approved; but it must be allowed to want a mid..;
dle, ,since nothing passes between the first act and
the last, that either hutens or delays the death of
Samson. The whole drama, if its snperfluities were
cut off, would rcarcely fill a single act; yet this is
the tragedy which ignorance has admired, and bi.
l0try applauded.

, N° 140. SATURDAY, JULY 20, 1751.

--Quj, tam Lucilifautor inepte ~,
Ut noll »c fdteatur. Ho";

What doating bigot, to his faults so blind,
As not to grant me this, can Milton find ~

JT is common, says Bacon, to de~ire the end with.
tJut enduring the means. Every memller of society
feels and acknowledges the necessity of detecting
4:rimes, yet s~arce any degree of virtue or reputa­
~OD is able to secure an informer from publick
hatred. The learned world has always admitted
~he uaefulness Qf crjtical disquisitions, yet he that

.-:.'2 ' ,
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attempts to sho...., however modestly, the failures
of a celebrated writer, shan surely irritate his ad.
mirers, and incur the imputation of envy, captious.
ness, and malignity.

With this danger full In my .iew, I shall proceed
to examine the senfiments of Milton's tragedy, which,
though much less liable to censure than the disposi.
tion of his plan, are, like those of other writm,
sometimes exposed to just exceptions for want of
care, or want of discernment.

Sentiments are proper and improper as they con.
sist more or less with the character and circum.
stances of the person to whom they are attributed,
with the rules of the composition in which they are
found, or with the settled and unalterable nature of
things. ,

It is common among the tragick poets to hitro.
duce their persons alluding to events or opinions, of
which they could not possibly have any knowledge.
The barbarians of remote or newly discovered re­
gions often displaythtir skillin European leaI:ning.
The god of love is mentioned. in Tamerlaue with all
the familiarity of a Roman epigrammatist; and a
late writer has put Harvey's doctrine of the circula­
tion of the bloqd into the mouth of a Turkish states·
man, who lived near two centuries before it was
known even to philosophers or anatomists.

Milton's learning, which acquainted him with the
manners of the a.cient eastern nations, and his in­
vcntion, which required no assistance from the com·
mon cant of poetry, have preserved him from fre.
quent outrages of local or chronological propriety_
Yet he has mentioned Chalybean Steel, of ....hich it
is not very likely that bis chorus should have heard,
and has made Alp tile general name of a mountain,
in a region wllara the Alpa could 'scarcely be tno..... :
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No mt'dicinalliqnor can lWuage.
Nor breath of cooling air from snowy Alp.

He has taught Samson the tales of Circe, and the
Syrens, at wliich he apparently hints in his colloquy
with Delilah:

, - I know thy trains,
Tho' dearly to my co.s~, thy gins IUId toils;
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charml,
No more on me have pow'r.

But the grossest error of thi» kind is the solemn
introduction of the Phrenix in the last scene; which
is faulty, not only ~ it is incqngruous to the per­
son~e to whom it is ascribed, but as it is so evi_
dently contrary to reason and nature, that it ought
never to be mentioned but as a fable in any ser~Ou.

'poem:
- Virtue giv'n for lost,

Depreat. and overthrown. as aeem'd
Like that self.begotten bird
:J.o the Arabian woods embost
That no secQnd IIno..s, nor third,
And lay ere while a holocaust;
From out ollr ashy womb now teem'd
Revives, refiourishes, then vigorous most
When most unactive deem'd.
And tho' her body die, her f!lme survives,
A secular bird ages of lives.

Another species oC impropriety is the unsuitable..
nllss of thoughts to the general charaeter of the
poem. The seriousness and solemnity of tragedy
necessarily reject all pointed or epigrammat1cal ex­
pressions, all remote conceits and opposition oC
i4eas. Samson's compllli~t ia therefore too elabo.
r"te to be natural;

AI in the laud IIf duheu, yet in light,
To live a life half dead, a living death, .
And bUry'd; but, 0 yt't more miserable I

XIl3
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MYJelfll\Y tepu:h~e, a moYiui graye!.
Bury'd, yelllot exempt,
By privilege of death and burial, ..
:r~1JI WOJ'lIt of "tiler eyils; pains aDd wnmgs.

All allusions to low anll trilial objects, with
..bich contempt 'is usually associated, are doubtleu
nnsuitable to a species of composition which ought
to be always awful. though not always magnificent.
The remark therefore of the chorus on good and
bad news IIt!ems to want ele';'ation:

MIJ7IOah. A little lItay wiJl bring some notice hither.
C1aor. Of good or bad. so great, of bad tbe lIOODer;

For eyil De"s ridlI port, wbile good 1lE'.... bdiA,

But of all meanness, that has least to plead which
is produ4:ed by m~re ...erbal conceits, which, de­
pending only upon sounds, lose their existence by
the change of a syllable. Of this kind is the fot.
lowing dialogue: ~ .

Char. But bad we best retire? I see a ftonJl.

&.rna. Fair daya have dft OOIltracted wind and raiD.
Char. But this another kind of tempest brings.
Sama. Be less abstruse, my riddling days are past.
Char. Look now Cor no eochanting voice, not fear

'j'be bait of IlInlJed' wo'tds; a rOltgber tongue
Dra.... hitlterwyd. 1 ku"", WIQ by hi••tride,
The giant llarapba.--

And yet m~)ledespicablepre the lines in which
Ma.noah's paternal kindnCfll ill commended by the
chorus:

Fathers are went tv ItIf lip for their lOlli,
Thou for thy sao lire bent to lay o..t all j--

Samson's complaint of the incon...eniencies of im.
prisonment is Dot wholly without verblll quaintnea.:

-T, a prisol\er chain'd, scarce freely draw
The air, iwprilOo'd aIao, close BIld damp.
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From the sentlmeats we may properly descend to
the consideration of the language, which, in imita.­
tion of the ancients, is through the whore dialogue
..e1Dark~bly simple and unadorned, seldom heigh.ten~
ed by epithets, or varied by figures; yet someb~es
metaphors find admission, even where their consist­
ency'is not accurately preserved. Thus SamsOQ COlI.

founds loquacity with a shipwreck:

How could I once look up, or heave ,be head,
Who, like a foolish pilot haTe l1lipwrec/o'rl
My-' trusted to me from above,
Gloriously ~rl iaud fora ..ord, a tear•.
Fool, haTe 4iwlg'rl the I«M gift of God
To a deceitful wom.ao 1-.--

And tlie chorus talks of adding fuel to flame in a
report: •

He's gone, ·and who knows bow he may report
Thy tAIOrtU, hy tMlding fuel '" the./'aIM'

The versification is in the dialogue much more
smooth and harmonious than in the parts allotted to
the chorus, which are often so harllh and dissonant,
as scarce to prese"e, whether the lines end with
or without rhymes, any appeara.nce of metrical re.
gularity: .

Or do my.eYrJJ misrepreaent? Can this be he,
That herojcJl, that renown'd,
Irresistible Samson; whom ullarm'd
No slrength of man, or fiercest wild oo-t, coold withstaud;
Who tore the lion, ... the 4_ tear. the kid1-

Since I have thus pointed out the faults of Mil~
too; critical integrity requires that I should endeav..
ou,: to displ~y his exce.lIencies, though they will not
easily be discovered 1D short quotations becalJ~. ,



they consist in the justness of diffuse reasonings, or
hi the contexture and method of continued dialogues;
this play having none of those descriptions, similes,
or splendid sentences,. with which other tragedies
are so lavishly adorned. "
, Yet some passages may be selected which seem to
deserve particular notice, either as c~mtaining senti.
ments of passion, representations of life, precepts of
conduct, ,or sallies of imagination. It is not easy
to give a stronger representation of the weariness of
despondency, than in the words of Samson to his
father:

--I feel my genial spirits droop,
My hopes all fiat; nature within me seems
It\ all 'her functlons weary of herself;
My race of glory run, and race ofshame;
And I shall shortly be with them that rest.

The reply of Samson to the flattering Delilah af.
fords a just and striking description of the strata­
iems,and allurements of feminine hypocrisy:

--.;. These are thy wonted arts,
And arts of every woman false like thee,
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray,
Then as repentant to submit, beseech,
Aud reconcilement move with fcign'd remorse,
Confess and promise wond~rs in her change;
Not truly penitent, but chief to try
Her husband, how far urg'd his' patience bean,
His virtue or weakness which way to lIS8Bil;
Then with more cautious and instructed skill
Again transgresses, and again sllbmits.

When Samson has refused'to make him;elf a spec.
tacle at the feast of Dagon, he first justifies his be­
haviour to the chorus, who cnarge him with having
Jlervcd the- PhilistiBes, by a yery just distinction i
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and then destroys the common excuse of cowarclice
and .UTility, which always cODfouudtemptatioD
with compulsion:

Cit"". Yet with thy strength thou serY'st the Philistines.
&m,. Not in their idol worship, bllt by labour

Honest and lawful to deserve my food
- _Of those who liave IpO in. tbeir~ivil pewer. _

Char. Where the heart joins not, outward acts defile not.
&".,. Where outward force constrains, the sentence holds,

But who constrains me to the temple of Dagon.
Not dragging? The Philistiue !erda command.
Commandsare no constraints. If! obey them,
I do it freely, vent'ring to displease
God for the fear of man, and man prefer,
Set God bebind.

The complaint of blindness which Samson pours
ont at the beginning of the tragedy is equally ad.
dressed to the passions and the fancy. The enume.
ration of his miseries is succeeded by a very pleasing
train of poetical images, and concluded by such J,lI.­
postulations and wishes, as reason toe often submits
to learn from despair:

o first created beam. and tbou {tn'.at word
Let there be light, and light was ovez all ;
Why am J thUB bereav'd thy prim8decree~

Tbe sun to me is dark,
And silent as tbe moon,
When sJie deserts tbe Dight,
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave.
Since light so necessary IS to life,
And almost life itself; ifit be true,
1'hat light is in tbe IOnl,
She all in ev'ry part; why was the sight
To such a tender ball as the eye confiu'd,
So obvious and so easy to be quench'd,
And not, as feeling, through all parts difFos'd,
That abe may look at will tbro'ev'r,. pore ~
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Such are the faults and such the beauties of Sam­
Ion Agonistes, which I have shown with no other­
purpose than to promote the knowledge of true cri.
ticism. The everlasting verdure of Milton's lal1rell
has nothing to fear from the blasts of malignity;
nor can my attempt produce any other effeCt, thell
to strengthen their shoots by lopping their IIlXlIrio
alICe.
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