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Mzs. SARAH OSBORN.

PART L

Containing an AccounB®of the firft thiriy years of
her Life, written by herfelf;_ with a brief In-
trodultion.

MRs. SARAH OSBORN, was born
in London, on February 22, 1714. Her father
was Mr. Benjamin Haggar. Her mother was
Mrs. Sufanna Haggar, whofe maiden name was
Guyfe. She was fifler to the Reverend Doflor
John Guyfe of London. Mrs. Ofbérn came to
America, with her mother, in the year 172¢, in
the ninth year of her age, her father having been
here for fome time before. They lived in Bofton
a fhort time, and then mnved to Freetown, on
the ealt fide of Taunton river, near fifty.miles
fouth of Bofton, and above twenty miles. from
Newport. In the year 1729, they moved to
Newport on Rhedeifland, where fhe lived tiil
her deceale. o

The following is a more particular account
of the fieft thirty years of her life, written by

herfelf,
: a HAVING
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HAVING been for fome years ftrongly ia-
clined to write fomething of what I can re-
member of the dealings of God with my foul
from a child, I now, being about thirty years old,

" attempt to do it; hoping it may confitt with the
glory of God, at which I'%uft, through grace, I
fincerely aim: And the good of my own foul, as
a mean to {tir up gratitude in the moft ungrate-
ful of all hearts, even mine, to a glorious and
compaflionate Savior, for all his benefits towards
{o vile a monfler in fin as I am: And for the
encouragement of any who may providentially
light on thefe lines afier my deceale, to truft in
the Lord, and never defpyir of mercy, #nce one
{fo ftubborn and rebellious as 1 have been, has
obtained it, through the fovereign riches of free
grace. But Oh, letalltremble at the thought of

“abuling a Savior fo, left God fhould fay, *¢ Let
them aloney they fhall never enter into niy reft.”

Lord, bumble me for my bafe ingratitude ;
and help me, by affording me the influences and
afliltance of thy blefled Spirit, that I may be im-
partial in teis work, declaring the truth, and
nothing but the truth ; and in all that, have a

~ fingle eye to thy glory. O, Forj,efus’ fake, fuffer
-me not to do any thing that wiil tend to puff up.
felf. O, remove all fpiritual pride, and keep me

. low at.the fect of Jefus. Fill me with adoring
and admiring thoughts of thee, O God the Fa-
ther, God thg Son, and Ged .he Holy Ghoft,
who has fo wonderfully contrived and wrought
out my redemption; and though thou haft,
through infinite wif{dom, hid thefe things fspm the
wife and prudent, yet ha't revealed them unto
babes ; and cven to me, the mol ignoraok ar;d

- vile

_
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vile of all creatures: Whofe deep rooted enmity
againft thee and thy laws broke out ipto aBion,
as foon as I was capable of any. The firlt that |
can remember of aftual ins, of which [ was
guilty, was telling @ lie. And then that text of
fcripture often rang in'my ears, “ All liars fhall
have their' part in the lake which burneth with
fire and br.m{tone.”

1 was frequently under the ftrivings of the
Spirit of God, prefling me to forfake fin, and re-
pent and perform duties : But fometimes found
them very burdenfome to me; fuch as praying
and faying many good things, which I was fre-
quently taught. Blefl:d be God for fuch inftruc-
tions. Sometimes 1 loved them, and was much
affe@ed with them : But my corruptions prevail-
ed dreadfully, an angry temper fliring in me;
efpecially when correfted by my motber. Butl
acknowledyge, to the glory of God, that he pre-
ferved fuch a tendernels of conllivnee in nrec,
that if at any time my mother convinced me that
fhe did it becaufe it was ber duty, and for my
fin againlt God, I could bear it patiently, and
willingly, yea thankfully. »

Thus I continued till 1 was about {evean or
eight years old; when, my father being in New
England, my mother put me to a boarding
fchool, about three miles from London, where
cvery thing was delightful to mc. I was con--
flantly taughtthings that were religious, and they
alibzcame {weet to me, {o that | verily thought
1lived a heaven upon earth. O, how fweet werc
Sabbaths! And for fecret prayer, I would not
bave omitted it for all the world; nay,the fin of
omiting it appcared fo monfirous, arnd fuch a

- ' dreadful
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dreadful thing, that I dare not lie down without
it: In this I was doubtlefls governed by a legal
fpirit. I was frequently much enlarged in that
duty, and ufed to weep much when confefling
my fins, and pleading for the pardon of them, and
for anintereft in Chrift. The name of Chrift was
fweet to me, and fin appeared more hateful. I
often ufed to reprove others, when guilty of it.
But once in particular, I remember, when I was
at Hartford, where my grandmother lived, and
my brother with her, a little time before we came
to New England, my brother did fomething
which I thought was wicked, and I reproved him
fharply for it; but was much perplexed, after I
had done it, with thefe words of {cripture, “Thou
hypocrite, firlt caft out the beam out of thine
own eye; and then fhalt thou fee clearly to calt
out the mote out of thys brother’s eye.” ‘This
frighted me exceedingly. 1 thought I was avile
hypocrite, and fhould never dare to reprove
any body again. And, I fuppofe, a hypocrite I
was. Butat laft I told my grandmother of it, who
encouraged me to go on, telling me it was my
duty fo to do; and if I was faithful, God would

blefs me, and love me, i
So I continued for a while, as I thought, to
delight in the ways of holinefs. Bugt alas! alas!
how foon was itover! My goodnefs was like the
- morning cloud and the early dew, which foon
paffeth away ; for when I was in.my ninth year
my father fent for my mother and me to come
to New England to him. Andon board the fhip
1 loft my good impreffions, and grew vile, fo
that I could then play upon the Sabbath. But .
was convinced of that fin by an accident whicf:h
. befel
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befel me ; or rather wh was ordered by infinite
wildom for that end. Fer as I'was bufy in boil-
ing fomething for my amufement, I fell into the
fire with my right hand, and burnt it all over;
which I prefently thought came juftly upon mg
for playing on the Sabbath day: And I was-
afhamed and forry 1 had done fo.

Bat after this I do not remember any partic-
ular convi&ion for fome years; but was change-

" able and inconftant, fometimes quite carelefs,

and then more diligent in the performance of
prayer. I had always, as I thought, a great love
for thofe who I believed were good people, ef-
pecially minifters. My very heart would leap
with joy, when I could fee, or come near enough
to touch them. [ mention this as a childifh no-
tion, that I took fuch pleafure in touching them.
I ufed to go fecretly behind them for that pur-
pofe. 1 thought I could do any thing in my
power to ferve them.

About two years and an half after we came
to Bofton, my parents moved to Freetown, and
I with them. And when I was about thirteen
years old, my mother went from thence to New-
port on Rhodeifland, and went to vifit Mr.
Clap, who gave her a little book ef fpiritual
fongs for me, and defired her to give it to me,

- and tell me that it came from one who was a

hearty ‘well wither to my foul. Thele words

| immediately feized me, and filled me with fhame

to think that one whom I never knew fhould

~ take fuch care of my precious foul, while I was

fo carelefs myfelf. And from that minute I

" thought I had a grateful love for Mr. Clap, and

longed
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longed to fit under his miniftry. I was then
for fome time under ftrong conviftions. Had
"fuch a fenfe of the hardnels of my heart, that I
often thought it was impoffible for me to be fuf.
ficiently awakened by any ordinary means; and
prayed that God would do any thing with me,
though ever fo terrible, fo that I might be driv-
en from my evil courfes, and turned to God.
Same change I thought muft be wrought in me,
or I fhould never get to heaven ; butafter what
manner, I knew not. However, I refolved to
perfift in the way of duty, as I called it, and to
forfake my fins, and lead a new life. But, fool
that I was, I made refolutions in my own
ftrength, and built upon my own works ; and fo
foon fell again. O, amazing grace, that God:
* fhould fpare fuch a wretch as me, fuch an a
bufer of mercy ! .
After this I found myfelf dead, and to have
" no heart, as I thought, to pray, nor any fweet-
nels in it, when I did. Then, O how I longed.
for the return of the fpirit of God, imagining he
was withdrawn frém me. Sometimes I did ago-
nize in prayer,and plead with God that he would.
return to me-by his Spirit once more. But
was often aniwered by thefe words, « My Spirit
fhall not always ftrive with man.” ThenI would
beg, and promife that if God would try me this
oncey I would pever griewe orrefift his Spirit a-
gain. O, wretch that I was! tiwus to lie to the
glorious God, who was. then {triving with me,to
bring me to his Son; for I did, 7 did quench
his. motions, and. foon forgot my promifes. Q,
decaitful and dreadfully wicked beart! who can
know.
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know it? Lord, I am amazed at thy patience
that 1 am out of hell.

Sometime after this, contrary to my parents’
commands, I got into a canoe to paddle about
in the river,* and could not get on fhore again.
It bcin% in the night, though the moon fhined
bright, I-expefted no other but to be drowned.
Once I thought to get out, ard pull the canoe
to the fhore; but tried firlt if I could reachthe
bottom with my paddle: And finding I could
not, durft not.venture. Then I could fee no
probability of efcaping death. So I kneeled
down and prayed, and all my former convitions
+  revived: And the fin of dilobedience to my pa-
- rents efpecially appeared odious. I thought it was
Jult that God fhould bring me into this diftrels
for this fin; and with great vehemence and felf
abhorrence confefled my fins, with their aggra-
vations before God, pieading for an intereft ip -
the blood of Chrift, and for pardon for his {ake,
for that, and all my other fins. And while Iwas
praying, I felta fecret joy, verily believing that I
was forgiven, and that Chrift had loved me with
! an everlafting love, and that I thould be happy
with him, and longed for the time. 1 was im-
mediately refigned, as I thought, to the will of
God, quite willing to die, and willing to live;
begging that God would difpofe of me as moft
confilted with his glory. And after I had thus re-
figned myfelf, as I thought, foul and body into
the hands of God, to do with me as feemed good
to him, I was as calm and ferene in the temper
of my mind, as ever in my life.

But
‘ " *® Their houfc food by Taunton river, which was navigable.
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But at length I bethought myfelf, that felf
prefervation was a great duty,” and thefefore [
ought to try to get on fhore. So I hollowed as
loud as I could to the neighbors, who with much
difficulty were made to hear, and came to me,

- fome hours after. There way not.another canoe

within two or three miles ; for I had been driven.
by the tide fome miles, firlt up and then down
the river.

How it would have been with my foul if

God had taken me out of the warld at that timey
he only knows. Some chriftians bave thought,
a faving change was then wrought, and that I
fhould have been happy.

After this, 1 was more diligent in purfumg, as
I thought, the ways of holinels in the way God
had ,appointed ; and more watchful againft fin.
My life was pleafant and {weet. I had great en-
largements in duties. But at length grew cold
again. O ungrateful foul! to forget fuch are--
markable deliverance from death.

- The next winter I was as wonderfully pre.
ferved. The weather being exceeding cold, the
river was frogen, o that people, horfes and teams
went ovet on the ice. But while it was hard and
flippery, I durft not venture on it, for fear of
fallmg. But after a great thaw, fo that the ice
looked quite black, I, contrary to my parents’
orders -again, they being from home, went
quite over to the other fide, which was a mile.
But the tide was rifing, fo'I could not get. on
fhore: And when I looked round me, I could
fee nothing but great holes, as large as houl-
es, or larger, fome of them. There was no

way for me, but to go ftraight back again;
which
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which I did. But the water was almoft over
fhoes all ¢he way ; and theice, it feemed to
me, bent every flep I took. And when I got
back, the water was fo rifen, that 1 was much
belet to get on fhore: And it was in the dufkc
of the evening. B at laRf, with much diffi-
culty, I found*a firip- of ice, as narrow as &
brid:e, which reached the fhore, by which I
got to land. But when I had got off, and faw
the imminent damger to which 1 had expofed

~_‘mylelf, by my folly and pre{umption, . it made

me trembje exceedingly. 1 prelently thought
again, hew jult God would have been, if 1had
beeg drowned for my difobedience to- my pa-
#ents ; and wondered at bis patience in fparing
me : But do not remember, that I fcltany a-
biding impreflions ; fo great was my woful fu-
pidity : Though I think I kept on praying,&c.
As to the river, the wind rofe prefently, and -

' blew very hard from the fouth, fothat i, with

the tide, broke it up, that before bed time there
was not a piece of ice of amy bignefs within fight
of our heufe, which ftood clole by the river,
d am amased, when 1 confider how wanderful-
ly God preferved me, a poor finful worm, fo
unworthy of: the lealt mercy. -

The next March, we.removed to Dighton,®
where we -lived .one year. 1 cemember but -
-one awakening in that time ; and that was by
‘hearing of the death of one of my former affo..
ciates in Freetown, & young girl, about my age.

Then I was agein aftonithed at the patience
of God, in fparing me alive and out of heill,

. .B - . Then

® A towa oo the othes fde of Taunten fivery
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Then I renewed my refolutions to lead:a new
Jfe. But inftead .of that, in the fpring we
moved to Rhodeifland, wbere I foen got into
company, and was full of vanity. Batmy con-
€cience would not Jet me be enfy.
. Alfier fome fore trials and temptations, 1 was
more -comfortable, and had a Rreat defire, I
thought, to forfake all fin, and to comply with
every commanded duty. 1 longed to joia to
the church ; bat thought I was unworthy. 1
thoaght I thirfted for communion with God in
the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, and ufed
to-think, if I came to ¢hat, it would certainly
be a reflraint upon me, fo that I fhould not
dare to fin as others did. And when I flayed
to {ee the drdirance adminiftered, I ufed tothink
I could give all this world, I were fit to attend
it. -My fpirit would even fink within me for
the longings I had. - Some times 1 {hould weep
{o that ] could not conceal it. Owe Sabbath, I
went to hear Mr. Clap preach at bis own heufe,
where I inclined to go conftantly ; but my pa-
rents went to the other meeting, and were ‘not
plealed 1 fhould go from them : So I went but
- deldom. - But at this time there was a gir! -of a-
bout fourteen years old baptifed, -which fo af -
fefted me that I could hardly refrain from cry-
ing out in the meeting, when -1 thought how I
had broken the covenant cagsgements, which
my parents had made with God, in my 'behalf;
-in my infancy, and fo long abufed fo great a
privilege, as being a child of the covenant :
And fhe, who had net had fo much: done for
- bery fhould now gome to-defire it herfelf ! T
' . L4 f )
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faw, as I thought, {uch a beauty in her, that I
loved her entirely, and wifhed to be.as good as
1 thought fhe was. 1 made new refolutions to
live anfwerable'to the mercics 1 had received :
But being made in my own ftrength 1 foon fcll
again. 1thought I trufted in God; and ufed
frequently, in times of trial, to go and pour out
my complaints to him, thinking he was my anly
fapport. But 1 dare sot now be pofitive, or
really conclude, that 1 knew what it was to put
my truft in God ; for my conde& afier this
feems fo inconfiftent with grace, that 1 dare not
fay I had one fpark-of it then; 'but rather think
} was only ander a.common work of the Spirit:
Though fome times 1 think I bad wue grace,
though ‘very .weak. " God:only khows how i»
was. O that:be would coable me now to give
diligencd tb make my :calling and eletlion ére,'
that 1 may hot'be deceived in 2 mattes of fo
great importance. But -to.go on. After this
O that with decp bumility of foul, with forrow
and fhame, T could fpeakk of it) I relapled again, -
and ‘was {ull of wanity. 1 kept company with
& young miap, fomething againit my parents’

will. But-that-was oying to falfe reports raifed

of bim ; for at firlt they liked him. I made

sefatutions, that, after I was married, 1 would
Fead a new life, flattering myfelf that then 1

fhould not have thehinderances which I now had.

1 ufed bisterly torefle@t upon-myfelf, when I had

given myfeif libesty tobe merry ; for though I ap-
peared outwardly{o, I bad no real pleafure : Bug
fill put off repentance, or'an entire breaking off
* fsom vdnity, fill.a.more convenient Eeafon; . d
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fo refifted the Spirit of God. O Lord, how juft
hadft thou bees, if thou hadft lefi me entirely to
myfelf ! And if thou had®t, nothing would have
been too bad for fich a vile wretch as | o
. have committed. But blefled be God, who
withheld me from fuch' fins as would bave
brought me to. open juftice, and expofed my-
felf and family to fhame and difgrace. - .
In.procefs of time, Lwas married to Mr. Sam.
we] Wheaten, being in my eighteenth: year, Oc
tober 21, 1731,.and went with my hufband, the
mext wintes, to.fee his friends in the country ;
whete 1 ftayed almoft five months ; and was
akmoft all the time under firong convi&ions.
©h, how. ¥ did fweat and tremble for fear my
eonwiftions fhould wear. off again; apd plead
with God to frt, bome firong- convilions, and
wever, azver fuffer them to ceale, till they ends
ed in a- found and faving . converfion ; till }
knew,and was fure that I had a faving intereft
i : Jefus Chrift, and was freely Torgiven for -
bis -fake ! And this was the Tubftavee of my.
* frequent prayers cver. after, when I could pray
at.all with .earneftnefs ; that I might -never reft
more, till I was fure my peace was made with
God.- . . .
From this time I had a hope again, at times,
that Chrilt was mine. But it.was fome years af-
ter. before it pleafed God to anfwer it fully, by .
giving me anaffurance ofit. But then I longed
again for the ordinance of the Lord's'fupper,
though fome times fhocked by that awful text,
% He.. who cateth and.drinketh unworthily,

catoth and d rinketh damnationto himfelf.” But
: ' ' sofolved
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refolved at fafl, if ] lived o5 .get home, { would
venture, in obedience io-the commandmens. of
Chrift ; and throw myfelf into the arms of mer-
cy. I lopged to commemonste the death .and
fufferings of a crucified Jefea 1 thought neth-
ing fhould tempt me to delay any longer. Bug
oh my finful foul, mull Xyet addto the number
" of thy backilidings! Could-net: the time pat
fuffice, that thou hadft provoked a compaflion-
ate God ! Was it not enough, and mom than
enough, that thou hadft sebelled fo long againg
a glorious Chrift,and grieved his bleflad Spinit2
But muft } go on again, after fuch awakqninlg
as thefe, which one would have thought impo
ble ! But,ohdeceitful hears,thoudidR, theu didfR 1
Lord, 1 blufh and am athamed, when ] remem-
ber my notorious ingratitude. O byesk this.
heart of flint, deareft Lord, that it may melt in-
to tears of contrition : And never fuffer, me to
. forgive mylclf, becaule thop haft forgiven me..
After 1 came bome, 1 met with.much. afflic-
sion in many sefpefls. . It feemred to me that
the whale world were in arms. agaiplt me, I
thought 1 was the molt defpifed. creatyre living:
upon earth. I ufed to pray to God. in' fecret
to relieve me ; but did noy, as. I ouglit, fee his-
_ hand in permittiog it fo- to: be; a3 a Juft, pun-
ifhment for my. vile fins :- And therefore wap
not humbled under it. as I.ought'; .hut-let. nap
tare rife, and alted very imprudently, in many
- refpe@s.. 1 was then with child, and often.la~
mented that 1 was like to bring a child into fuch:
a world of forrow :- But fome times found-a -
difpofision to dedicate ng' babe to God, Whlk,‘bl:‘

L J
3
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e womd 3 dntl d fo, s all dafons of feorer
prayer.  And, after it was born, my hafpund
Deing at @a;, 1 dould mot reft tifl I had foldmme
by gieen ic up: to God in bupifeli - And I
ht @hat 1.didkindeed give up Bo mylelE
 dndite@od . T T
v 1 mvet with: teawy - tridls in my-lying id, it ber

~ Ing 4n-2xtrérie ‘cold fc‘afon.y zqyga,am.:&;

Worn- o O 295 1752, The nert fpring;my -

prbamd retursed hame’; bit went (o feu agasiih,
und gt dbroad in November; 1733 1w
Ihti:tn my twenticth ‘year. Fhe ntws 9f wy
Yufsintds deack-cdme 't me on-the firll of ‘e

ey Aggil:  And T was prepared vhe evering,

Yafose to receive it By being uncommeonlyl exc
| ¢ do-my mind:about fpiritnadl things : Anl:
that ~téktdirly Hebrews was: continually - *m{
thouglitsy s¢ - How fhdll we eféape, if we neglet
$ gredt falvation ?* This put me ypon pldadt.
g #ith Gad, that T mvight ot be fourid aimorg,
the ‘Regleters of it. ' § went 4o bed in*a houle.
il alerie, thy-¢hild beihg et my Fathers. - And
abodt cleven or Ywelveé o'dtoek at night was -d;.
WaReéd X hedr the heavytidings. - But Gl ap..
giﬁé@ Wwonderfally for my. fapport: 'k f{aw his.
Mind;- and wis emaBiled tp [bmR WRh patienee.
toHisiwill. ¥ diilyOlosted 1HaME me, to fek.
how #iith eavlerithe ¥ahd of God wat leid oh,
fome ofliths, than 1tlwds on die, wheére they wera.
Lefo Wwith a harge humbed af-ehildreh, and nideh,
#vdlved in gedt, * And 17had Buteneto main,
#ain ; and, thowgh peor; yetnorintolwi d.  Oth..
&, 1 Bwy as well as fmplelf, kad Abkir friends:

ﬁfi&édiﬁm‘ﬂﬁh?by fuddgnaecdentsic Jte.

confideration,

LY
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confidération of thefe thinps, together with the
thoughts of what 1 deferved, ftilled me fo, that
theugh the lofs of my companion, whom I dears
ly loved, was great; yét ihe veind of mercy,
which I faw renning through a!l .my aflliGions,
were fo great likewile, thm with Job, T conld
fay, ¢ The Lotrd gave, and: the * Eord- hath rak:
en away, afd blefled be the maifie of the Lord.*
1 had then the promifes of the widow’s God €3
plead, and feerned to coft myfelf more immedi:
stely upon his care, verily belicving, ad |
fhought, ‘he- would provide for: e, with my
fatherlcl's Babe ; fot whom I-often plcaded for
covenant b!eﬂ'mgs fince tre had been: ca{l upon
God-from. the wombs .

O, how much comfort do thofe parcms lofe;,
who never gave. theif! children up to God in
Baptifm_in their infuncy 4" And how fad for chil..
dren them{elved torbe dep'hv:d ‘of the privitege-
af pleadmg ‘with Gdd"fdr. covenant. blefhngs
My Beiud dedicated ¥o'God' in' my mhncy al.
ways put an.atgument:imtd.my mouth; to beg
of God.th# -1, milRe hot cut myfetfioff, fince %
was a_child af the covenamt, gnd from a* child,
given to hint.in-biptufm, - Bay, 1o rétarn:

As before thiy Aflictioh-every one feemed to.
be enemigs te are, fo'frem maz hue, all became
frichds, My parehis trbated me verytenderly ;.
and- God‘mch%ed everp tne whe forw, me o bc-
kiod o rac. AV -brother wits comeé'into'New-
England : 1 And .being a fingle than, we weht to,
ho'u[ékcéphw toﬂe‘lher But ¢in thre¢ months.
after he mdrried, “and 1 foen found it woald not.
dg to {liye d¢ before 5 and bc-a-n to be dmudh«-.

ful
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ful how I fhould do. I could fee no way in
" which I could get a living, All doors {eemed
to be fhut. - But 1 verily believed .that God
would point out a way for me. And accord-
ingly, the very day 1 came to a refolution to
wove as {gon as 1 could, a ftranger to my cale,
who kept a fchool a litle way off, came to me,
and told me that fae only waited for a fair wind
to go to Carolina ; and, if it would {uit me, L
fhould have her chamber and fchollars ; which
I joyfully accepted. Thus the widows God
remarkably provided for me. This was on
Nov. 19, 1734. I was then placed in a family,

wha dilgovered a great deal of affeélion for. me; -

and in all refpe@s ufed me as tenderly as if L
had been a near relation.

It pleafed. God the next May to lay his af-
flifling hand on me, by a fharp humour, which.
broke out in. my bands, fo that, for three
months, every finger 1 had was wrapped up in-

~ plafters ; and I could help.myfelf but very lit: -

te, and. was under the doflor’s-hands. In the
fall I was saken with violent fits, and was quite
deprived. of fenfe by them fiye days. I was
blitered almoft all ower by the do®or ; and
my hands and arms were all raw, from my fin.
gers’ ends, up abowe my elbows, attended with
a high fevct. But all my friends were exceed-
ingly kind to me, and thofe in the boufe took.
care of me, and of my children too ;. fo tbat

my fchool.was not broken. up, till I was.able-
to.take care of it myfelf again. But the fharp.

humour comtinued very. wiolent; at. times, for.
fome years : And fill continues at fome fea.

ol km'_'
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fons. -But, in all this time of illnefs, God won-
desfully provided for me. 1 wanted for none
of the comforts of life : Neither was I caft down;
for his mercy held me. vp. :
The inflances of the remarkable hand of God
in bis providence, ia ordering my temporal af-
fairs, are innumerable. But, oh vile wretch }
after all this I grew flack again, and got into a
cold, lifelefs frnmé. As I grew better in bodily
health, my. foul grew.fick. 1 daily laid up a
flock for repentance.: Bat, through richigrace,
I was again convinced of my ftupidity; and be-
gan to be. more diligent. in atiending: on the
means of grace. But I found I could not profs
it by the word preached : Nething reached my
heart ; all feerind but fkin deep :. And themore
I went to mecting, the more I found it fo.
Then I began to think I'mult take fome other
courfe. ' : ' )
Notlong afier I went to hear Mr. Clap; who
told me the very fecrets of my heart in bis fer:
mon, as plain ag I could have 10ld them to him,
and indeed more fo. His fermon was very ter-
rible to me. My fins, from my cradle, were
ranked in order before my eyes, and they ap-
- peared dreadful. 1 faw the depravity of my na.
ture ;and how I was expofed to theinfinite juftice
of an angry God. All my former. convitlions
were brought to my remembrance. I faw
how 1 had flifled the motions of the bleffed
Spirit of God, and refilted all the kind invita:
tions of a compaflionate Saviour. - ¥ was heart
fick of all my works. And as it bad been ofs
ten fuggelted tame, I belieye fram: Satan, that it
h wag,
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was time enough for me to repent hetlafter, &
was-now flrangly impreflad on my mwind, that it
‘was gow tao. e for me to find mercy.’ Once
1 might have had a.Chnft ; but nowmy day
was paft.  Axd it was fuggefled that] had com-
mitted . the uopardongble: fin; becanfe 1 had
finned againf light and kndawledge, ewew againf®
the 'convsflions. of my own wonicicace.  This I
knew 1 had done ;. and thercforeteliewed 1 had
sommitied thatfintwhich-touldnavet beforgiven.
. In this diflrefs;. 1 wknt. 10 my- Bible ; but
could find naching bat:tetronthere. « My whele
sttention was tumed to fach paflages as the fol.
Jowing, s¢-After tthy hirdnels and .impenitcns
::;rt, treafurefi up.wrath :to thyfelf againfl the
of wrath, agd .revélation . of tht righmons
joddgment ofiGod, who will rénderw everyman
according ta . his .deeds. . All diass Sull fave
their part in the Jake which burneth with fire
and brimftove. . Depert from ime, pe curded, in-
to everlaing fire, .prepared for the devil andd
bis angels. Coofider thi, ye that fonger Gody
left 1 tear you in picces, and there’ be none to
deliver. He that being aften réproved, harden-
eth his neck, fhatl fizddenly be deftroyed, and'
that without remedy. Ye have fet at nought
my counfel, and. would none of my reproof: k
allo will langh m1 your «calamity, end mock when.
your fear cometh. 1t is a-fearful shing to fatl
into the hands of the living God.  Who among
us can dwell with everlafting burnings I” All
thefe, and tmany more fuch terrible paffages of
feripture; 1 found, whenever 1 opened the Bible.
My eycs were.apea (o nothipg clie,and ﬂotion;-'
. woE
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word of comfort eonld 1 ind. And ifI thought
_of complying with any commanded duty,
feemed 10 be frowned away by thefe words,
What hift thou to do to take my covenant into
thy mouth ? -Oh,-the diftrefs-and anguith of foul
} then felt, neither my tongue nor pen‘can ex:
prefs,-when I was-brought: to believe there was
no mercy for fuch-a moonfter in fin as I was,
and expefled -every wmoment that hell would
open its mouth and fwallow e up, amazed that
God had kept me out fo'long !

When Batan, and my wicked heart, had pre-
vailed fo far as to make me defpair of the mercy
of God, and verily to belicve hell would be my
portion, 1 was tempted to try to get the eafielt
room there ; and, to that end, to keep myfelf ag
ignorant.-as 1 could ; it being fuggelled o my
mind, that the fervant ¥ho knew not*his Lord's
will would be beaten with few firipes ; while he
who knew it, and did it not, would be beaten
with many firipes : And as my time was over
for doing his will, I bad better leave off reading,
praying or hearing the word preached any morc;
for'1 fhould fare better,if I did. " And ob, vile
wretch as -1 was, I yielded in :fome Meafure
to the fubtil adverfary of my foul and falvation.
O, aftonithing graee, that God -did not firike
me down into bell'the very moment 3 thought
10 do:fo'! Gdd had been juft if hahad dorke fo;
though I muft have weltered under the feald:
ing dropsof his wrethforeverandever,:

«But, O {- what fhall I-fay, or. how, with grat:
itude enough, exprefs the wonderful- goddnefs
of that G4dy who preforved mity oven when K

S wazy




YN . : MEMOIRS or .

was, in my owa apprehenfion, upon the very
brink of hell, weltering in my blood ; when no
¢ye pitied me, and no created arm could {ave
pe : -Even then did_he fpread his {kist over me,
and faid to me, Live. After I had been neara
week in this diftrels, my very foul racked with
fear of what .1 muft underga o all eternity, thofe
words, ¢ Depart from me,” founding in my ears,
and 1 uttering the language ofhell, ¢ There is no
hope ! There is no belp:! .The .door of mercy
1s fhut againft me forever.!” all at once, I wa}
alarmed with thele thoughts, which feemed to
be conveyed to mymind in the following words.
¢ Who bas told you, that your day of grace is’
over %y Are not the doors of the meeting houfe
@pen ? Cannot you hear the offers of {alvation ?
Have you not your Bible to read ? And you
may pray : Therefore, you fec your external
day of grace is not over, And bow doyou
know but you may yet obtain merey ? It is the
devil who has fuggelted. all this (o you ; and he
- is a liar from the beginning.” I was then con-
vinced, that it was the .devil who had been
. temptiag me to defpair of the mercy of God,
which I did npt. percejve before, but verily
thought what he {uggefted 10 me was true, viz,
. That there was no hope for me. -_

_ During the time of this' diftrefs, which was
from Saturday night to the next Siturday night,
1 flept no more than jult to keep me alive, And
. whenldid fleep, jt was filled'with terrors, - It was
the fame with my neceffary food; I thought my-
felf fo unworthy of the leat mercy, thetd knew
got how to cat, I found chat: cupreffion of

-
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‘Solomon to be true, ¢ The fpirit of a man will
fullain bis infirmity ; but a wounded fpirit who
can bear ?* For fure 1 am that no aflliftion or
pain of bedy whatever, is to be compared with
what I then underwent. Oh how terrible muft
it be for thofe poor fouls who are on a death bed,
to bave fuch hard work to do! 1 have ofien
thought if I had not been in bodily health, I
could not have lived through it. But, ble{fed
be God, it was when 1 was as well in body, as
I bave been for many years ; which has been a
comfort to me on all accounts; and particular-
Jy becanfe fick bed repentance too frequently -
wears off. But to proceed :

Afier I faw that { wastempted by Satan to def-
pir, and knowing that he was a liar, I began, for
a few minutes, to have fome glimmering of hope
that it might poffibly be, that Cbrilt would receive
me, becaufe he bhad fpared me hitherto, on this
{ide the grave, and out of hell.  Who knows,
thought I, but I may yet be a child of God..
Immediately upon thefe, thoughts, I was furi-
oufly affaulted with new temptations by Satan,
1 believe, not to flaiter myfelf with the thought
that I fhould be a child of God ; for I was not
clelted, and therefore could not be faved. Be-
fides, God did not leave his children to he
tempted by him, as I had been. I might be"
fure, if I was one of God's chofen, he would
not have fuffcred me to be tempted fo 5 but I
belonged to Satan, and ke was {ure of me. And
1, like a fool, yielded to thefe fuggeftions, and
at once cafl off my hope again, verily believing
& was impoflible that 1 could ever be a child of

' c - God. .
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God. Now I was brought. to the greateft ex-
tremity, and plunged into as deep an agony as

ever. I faw myfelf utterly loft withouta Chrift. .
I thought I could have fuffered all the torments
_ inthe world for an intereft in Chrift. 1fI could
have purchafed him by doing any thing, though
-ever fo hard, I fhould then have thought it
nothing. But ob, bafe, proud, unbelieving heart!
. I could not take him freely, upon bisown terms ;
becaufe, though I had no doubt that he was
able to fave me ; yet I could not fee him" wil-
ling to receive fo vile a wretch. In this dread-
fal agony, I opened my Bible, and the firft
words'1 calt my eye upon were thefe : 1 Cor.
X. 13. * There hath no temptation taken you,
but fuch as is common to man : But God is
faithful, who will not {uffer you to be tempted
. above that you are able ; but will, with the tempt-
ation, alfo make a way for your efcape, that ye
may be able to bear it.” Thele words were
accompanied with thofe powerful influences of
- the fpirit of God, which excited in me afenle of
the excellence, glory and truth of God, and 1 had a

pleafing confidence and reft in the divinefaithful-
. nefs, and embraced the promifes in thefe words.
As it is not poflible for me to exprefs the great-
nels of the diftrefs, in which I was before ; fo
it is as much impoffible for me to make any one
fenfible of the joy, with which 1 was inftantly
filled by this grasious promife ; except thole
who experimentally know what it is; for Ged
was pleafed, at that moment, to give me faith to
lay bold on it. O, how did it fill my heart and
mouth with prailes, and my cyes wisth floods o:"
' tears !
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| tears | I was humbled to the duft, and amazed,

as 1 paraphrafed upon every branch of the text.

1t {urprifed, and comforted me too, to find

that there had no temptation taken me, but fuch

r as is common to man, when but a few minutes

before I had been thinking that none had ever

been tempted as I was. But as I perufed

the other part, viz. That God was faithful,and

would not fuffer me to be tempted above that

I wasable ; but would, with the temptation, make

a way for me to efcape, that 1 might be able o

bear it ; my tranfport of joy was fo great, thatit

was more than my poor fecble frame was able

to fuftain ; for my nature even fainted with

exceflivejoy. Then 1 faw Cbrift not only able,

_but willing to receive me ; and could freely
truft my foul in his hands.

O, how was that fcripture verified, which
fays, « By grace are ye faved, through faith ; and
that not ef yourfelves, it is the gift of God,”
Sure I am, 1 can never boaft ; for it was as
much impoffible for me ‘of myfeif to believe, gs
il was to create a new world, owing to the crim-
inal blindnefs and obftinacy of my beart, which
eould not be fubdued by any thing fhort of in-
finite-power. . Necither could any power, lefs
than that which raifed Jefus frem the dead,caule
me to venture upon Chrift, and accept him up-
on his own terms,

Now my Bible appedred quite different from
what it did but jult before. I could find cor-
dials in great numbers oftexts of fcripture ; and
al, a3 well a4 that juft mentioned, looked to me
as if I had never read them before. I thing_ g

' i

| &
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did not fleep any that night ; but costinued
praifing God. The next day I went to meet-
ing : And, it being facrament day, 1 ftayed to .
fee the ordinange adminiftered. But O, what a
eondition 1 was in, when I viewed the dear
. ehidren of God fitting with the Redeemer at
Wis table ! By faith F faw a crucified Saviour
~ pouring out lris precious blood to redecem lLis
people from their firs. And believing that I,
through graee, was one of them, O, how did
my heart melt, and my cyes flow withtears,when L
thought I faw my deareft Lord in his bitter agony
in the garden : Andthen-erowned with thorns, buf-
fetted and beaten ; and at lalt mailed toanaccurf
ed tree: And all to free me from. the torments
¥ had fo lately dreaded ! It caufed me bitterly
to refle@ upon myfelf, and cry out,*My fins,
my fins, O Lord, have been the procuring caufe
of thy bitter fufferings !” Oh, bow odious did
my fins appear then ! And efpecially the mon-
. “firous fins of ingratitude and unbelief, which ¥
"had been guilty of, in abuling fo long the kind
invitations of a bleeding, expiring Jefus. QOl!
when I confidered how often and how long he
had flood knocking ; but could have no en-
trance into my hardened heart, 1 wasaflonifhed
at mylelf; that I could poflibly be fo cruel ; and_
aftonithed at free grace and redeeming love,
" that I was fpared to fee that happy day. O then
I begged that the everlalting doors of my foul
might be lifted up, that the King of glory might
enter in and take full poflefion. O, how glad-
ly did I embrace a Saviour upon his own terms,
as my Prophet, Prieft and King ! He appcared
- - lovely,
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Fovely, the chief among ten thoufands, and was
- ten thowfand times welcome to me. And I
was enabled, through grace; to'own: the cove-.
nant, and-give up myfelf in an everlafting coved
mant, never to be forgotten, refolving, God’s:
grace affiting me, to comply with every com-
mand of my dear Saviour. And thefe wordy-
Toudly founding in‘my ears,  This di in res-
membrance of me,” adoring-my dear Redeemer
for his infinite goodnefls in appointing fuch «-
glorious ordinance forthe nourithment of his.
- dear children, in which they might- have inti--
mate commanion- with - him,; I promiled, God:
enabling to keepit, that ¥ never would omit thar
duty. (And I never did.)® In this condition:
k' remained: during the-time of the adminiftra-
tion of the - ordimance, filled’ with: fuch'a mix-
ture of joy and grief; that 1 was not able te - re--
firain myfelf; bue was obliged to get dowron: the:
floor, and leanr on the bench;  for I could ‘neis
ther ftind‘nor fit ; but, being in a-pew in the
gallery, alone, my condition: was: not- difcove:&
mgrit_icnl 'rc'n&efxu_rill probibly obfefve a defeft'in ﬂfﬁl'é th'i:::
zlb,o:-n \::;l-'fenﬁhle o?t;:nillal:g&'::he‘:h g r.ezll,::vr:f"n:?a:d w;otc_'i_n '

“the margio a note to the following purpofe. *® The language hers
ufed was xemman amosg chriftians, st thet time,-iu relping their re- -
llgioua expericnces, which now gppears ta e improper snd defe&ive,
181 were not confcibus of views ofthe exceilence and gloryof the divine -
charalter, snd did not difinllly remember exercifes ofa higher and .
better kind, thaa are here expreffed, I (hould doubt. of their being |
ine." - - N K M . . '
They whto were acquainted with ‘her manner of converfytion on re= -
ligious fabjelts, her confequent writings, and her conduét, had the mofk «
fatisfallory evidence, that her religion was not of the (e kind 5 bot «
that it conliled moft cficitially ja feckinghe. glary of God, 30d bex.
nevalence to men,

Bceooic vp ket Diary, of 3beth 65 1768, .
) &
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ed by any, as 1 had no defire it thould; for 1
ftrove to conceal it as much as pofible.

Thus, through rich ualimited grace, waa l
brought to lay down my asms of rebellion,which [
faw L had held asjong as 1 conld.  Blefled be God,
that I was then compelled to come in, and lift un~
der the banper of Chrift, Sure 1 am, whateuer
others may boaft of a free will, 1 have gone of sy
Qwp, but to do evil; for I refilted a0 the laid
woment. O my God | I adore thy fovereiga
power, which made me willing in the day of ita
1f ever there was a monument of mercy, fure
Jamone. O,foletme re;nam foreverand cven,
for Jelus' fake.

The next day I w’cnt 1o fge Mr. Clap, \mh
an intent to acqyaint him with my dchire to,
Join the church, thefe words, This do in semens-
brance of me, fiill founding inmy cars. Buwt k
appeared fo vile in my own eyes, that I knew
not how to afk the privilege of him.. :But when
- 1 -came, after fome ufual gueltions .converniag
wy welfare, he afked me when I had Been to fee
him before. lanfwered, I bad not fora long time.
Thean he afked methe.reafon of it. I dare not now.
make any formal excufes as ufual ; -but barft oue > *
into tears, and told him, 1 had bcen tmwng&cd.
He no fooner perceived what my condition
Jbut iike a tender father to a liwle ¢hild, b1d me
mot gricve, if that was. the neafon ; k was. wel-
xome to. him now : And he would do.al he: -
tould to. help e forward. And, after fome -
- moie converfakion, coatmary to my.axpeQiation,.
“he afked me-o ¥ did: not defire -to. Join--to: the-
ghurch ? I faid, that was-imdged. pask of .mm fu;-
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fiveh. . .I bad met with many hinderances, and

particularly that awful text of fcripture, ¢ He
shat eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth
and demketh damnation to himfelf,” had made
me afraid to approach the Lord’s table. But
sow relolsing, through grace, to rely upon

" Cbuaft alone for affiftance and acceptance, re-

noanging sll my own righieoufnefs, believing i¢
40 be a pofitive commanded duty, I dare nog
omit it once more, if 1 might be received. Up-
on this he told me he fhould inquire into my
cbaraler. This I told bim I expetied; but
could tell bim more of myfelf, than any could
fay of me, having been, through reftraining grace,
kept from open and fcandalous fins. Then he
fid I bad great caufe to be thankful. He bid
me come to him, as ofien as } -had a defire, if
it was morning, noon.or night, and 1 fhould be
always welcome. And ke lent me a book, en-’
titled, < But they feck @ better country, even an
heavenly.” I was fo delighted with it, that I fat
up all night to read' & two.or three times over.
I vifted Mr. Clap wery often; and he as often
exprelfed his willingnefs to do me good. And
once in.particular, after. he had done fo, he hifi-
ed up his hands, giving me his blefling, and
foidy = You fe8 I am willing to do you all the
good I can.; and if {uch a. poor, fiaful greature
as I am, js willing to do {o, think. with yourlelf
how much more willing your glorious Lord is

0 receive you.™ -
Thefe words, having fo much realcn. in them,
Ailled me with joy unfpeakable. I hardly knew
how to.get. home, L g« Chrift willing,- and 1,
: - thiough
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through grace, made willing. 1 covld'utter mo:
other language but, « Come in, Lord Jefus,take
full poﬂ'eéion I will come to thee, thou art mmc,
and I am thine. Even fo, Father; for fo ie
feemed good inthy fight.” I immediately retirs.
ed when I got home,.to give vent to my feels
ings. But.O, winat a rapture was I in, when I
renewed my f{olemn engagements to be' the
- Lord’s! Enabled, I truft, by grace, fincezely to:
take the Lord- Jehovah for my covenant God ;.
the Lord Jefus to be my Prophet, Prieft and.,
King ; the Holy Ghoft for my comforter, guide -
and fanQifier ; ; the fcripturessfor. my rule te-
walk by : Giving up mylelf, foul and body,.
all my facultics and members, as inftruments of -
righteoufnels. O, how I could fing-6f redeenn-.
ing love and free grace !: Surely my heart reach-.
. ed forth in burning defires after the bleffed Je--
fus. O, how.was I ravithed with his love ! And:
when examining myfelf, thriee putting the quef-.
tion to my foul, which Chrik put-to Peter; TeH:

me, O my fnul, loveft thou the Liord: Jefus ?* |

How. did:my. heart-melt; and my eyes flow.witha
tears, in appealing to him ! Lord, thow knoweft1
all lhlngs, thou knowefl that.l'love thee, . And:
when inquiting.inte the. cawde.of this love.which::
I:felt, and from whence it flowed, it-Rill over..
came m¢ more, becaule 1.knew 1. -was brought
to love him, hy the powerful grace of Chrift,,
who was before.an enemy to him.. This cauled «
me to. loath. myfelf; and cry. out, Lord, what a..
traitor-have I'been, and yet thou. haﬁ,ffeclyelov.
ed'me ! O, why. me, Lordt Why am I:not in..
hell 1: Why amaong the living o praile the Loedd
Thera..
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There can be no other reafon, but this ; .where
my fins have abounded, thy grace has muceh
more abounded. O, amazing grace ! Haft thou
fnatched me as-a brand out of the burning ! O,,
haft thou ranfomed my foul from deltrullion,
and delivered me from my own lufts, and out of
the clutehes of a cryel tyrant, who had fo long
enflaved me, and tyrannifed over me in mifery !
O, then how fweet was a Saviour! 1 could
heartily fubfcribe to thofe words of (cripture,
& Unto you who believe he is precious. The
chief among ten thoufand, altogether lovely,”
Thus I continued from day to day, in fuch
ecflacies of joy, thirfting for full fanlification,
and more iatimale commanion with God';
daily afking what 1 fhould render to him for all
his benefitsyto fuch an hell deferving finner ;
carneflly begging that God would find out fomae
way for me, that ) might be made infirumental in
advancing his kingdom and intercft in the world,
O, how 1 drea.ied being an unprofitable f{er-
vant : The employment [ flill followed feemed
to encourage me to hope God intended to make
ufe of me for the infiru&ion of little ones ;.
which caufed me often to blefs Go for placing
me ia that calling. . And though I Fnow that in
every thing I offend, and in all come fhort of
God's glory ! fo that every perfofmance has
need of wathing in the blood of Chnft ; yet it
is a comfort to me, to this day, that I was ena-
bled by gsace to labouy with the little fouls,
then committed to my charge ; but defirc to be
humbled that I did no more. O, that 1 had
been more fanhful t burely I longed that. a"13m
world ;.

>
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world, but efpecially thofe dear to me by the
bonds of nature or friendthip, might be convincy
ed of fin, and come to a glorious Chrift. . I
thought I could even fpend and be fpent for |
them. I thought I could travail in birth till
Chrift was formed in them. And when I faw
any giving themfelves a liberty to fin, I could
not, at fome times, refrain from reproving them. .
Some would tell me 1 was turned fool, and dif-
tratled, when 1 faid I had been a vile finner, for
every body knew I had been a fober woman alf
my days ; and yet I ufed to do {uch things too,
as well as they : And what was the matter now 2
Sometimes they would fay, « This fit will be o-
ver quickly.,” But all fuch anfwers as thefe, of |
which I had a great many, would ferve to hum-
ble me yet more, and put me opon.pleading for |
perfevering grace, that 1 might never bring dif- |
konour upon the name of God. And indeed, '
-all the trials I met with, which were various, '
had, through the abounding goodnefs of Gad,
this effedl, to quicken me yet more, :
But Satan had Rill a defire to fift me as wheat.
He affaulted we daily ; but thofe words of the
bleffed Jefus were freqeently applied for my
fupport, ¢ I have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail mot.”  One night in particular, when watch- -
dng with a dear friend, who was fick, Satan af
faulted me in as furious a manner, feemingly,
as though he had appeared in bodily fhape,
though with iny bodily eyes 1 faw mothing. [
believe the combat lalted, av leall, two hours,
as fierce as though I had talked with him face
to face. He again ranked all my fins before
. K my

)
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my eyes, telling me it was impoflible, notwith-
ftanding my great hopes, for me ever to be fav-
‘i ed. He was ftill fure of me, and would not let
' me go. 1 fhould furely turn back again, and be
. worfe than ever. It is impoffible to relate the
" tenth part of the fiery darts be flung at me. But
I was compofed, not in the leaft daunted ; bat
could prove bim a liarin every thing he fuggeft-
ed, by {cripture, which flowed into my mind,
- as though | had learned it all by heart. Never
- had I fuch a variety of fcripture texts at my
" command in all my life, either before, or fince.
There was nothing he could allege againft me,
but if I knéw it was true, I immediately fub-
- fcribed to it ; and then flew to the particular
properties of the blood of Chrift, whichI found
fufficient for me. Thus I overcame him by the
' blood of the Lamb ; and was left, in the iffue,y
filled with the confolations of the bleffed Spirit ;
triumphing over Satan ; blefling and praifing
God for delivering me out of the hand of this
cruel tyrant ; adoring the lovely Jefus. And
thus I fpent the remainder of that night. O,
bow fweet was it to me! I longed for more
firength to praife and love ; and evean to be dif-
folved, and to be with Curift.

Thus I continued for fome time, rejoicing
and refolving, by affifting grace, to prefs forward,
and by all means te make my calling and elec-
tion fure. Then I wrote my experience to be
communicated to the church ; and I was admit-
ted, February 6, 1737, to partake of that holy
ardinance of the Lord’s Sugger. Butit is impof-
fible for me o exprefs the: ecllacy of joy 1 was

: , 8,
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in, when I faw myfelf there, who was by nature

a child of wrath, an heir of hell,and by pratlice
a rebel againft God, a refifter of his grace, a
picrcer ot the lovely Jefus, unworthy of the

crumbs that fall ; yet, through frée grace, com-

peiled to come in, and partake of children’s
bread. It was indced fweet to me to feed by
faith on the broken body of my deareft Lord.
Surely it did humble me to the duft, and filled
me with felf abhorrence, as 1 meduated on his
fufferings and death, and knew my f{ins to be the

ocuring caufe. But when I came to teke the
cup, and by faith to apply the precious proper-
ties of the blood of Chrift to my foul, the veil
of unbclief feemed to drop off, and 1 was forc-
edto cry out, ¥ My Lord, and my God,” when
1 beheld the bole in bis fide, and the prints of
the nails. And I could nut but,in the words of
Peter, appeal to him, Lord, thou knowelt all
things, thou knowelt that [ love thee.” O then
I was admitted, with the beloved difciple,-to
lIcan on his brealt ! O, aftonithing grace, and*
unfpeakable joy, to fee God reconciied to me,
in and through him ; and he bidding me welcome
to-his table ! The Holy Spirit, by his powerful
influences applied all this for my ftrong confo-
lation. O, what a feaft is this, when intimate
communion with the glorious God is thus ob-
tained ! When ftrong covenant engageménts
with bim are renewed ; I being aflured that he
was my God, and giving mylelf, body and
foul, to him forewer, and rejoicing in him
as my only portion forevermore, Surely,
I thought, 1 could never cnough adare the

: ’ - lovely

i
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fovely Jefus for appointing fuch an ordinance
as this. .

But I ceafe to fay any more of this ; for it is

| impoflible for me to deferibe the thoufandth part

of what 1 then felt. O, that 1 could always
live as one who had thus been on the mount
with God ! The next morning I was as much

. trefrefhed by meditating on the 32d Pfalm, from

the firft verfe, to the end ofthe 5th.  This cauf-
ed me yet more to adore diftinguithing grace,
and even to be {wallowed up with love to the
immaculate Lamb ; and refolve more and more,
with full purpofe of heart to cleave to the Lord.
The frequent language of my foul was this,
¢ Whom have I in heaven butthee? And there
is none upon carth that I defire befides thee.”
I daily renewed my covenant engagements
with God : But that they might be more invio-
lably kept, I refolved to write them. And ac-
cordingly began to do it ; and went on comfort.
ably, till 1 came to write thefe words, ¢ That I
would leave, lofe, and  deny all that was dearto:
me, when it ftood in competition with God, even
life itfelf, if he fhould pleafe to call for it, rath-
er than to forfake him and his ways.” Then Sa-
tan .befet me, and furioufly affaulied me. He
fuggefted to me that I was now lying to God :
For I bad nothing in me, that would fand by
me, when an hour of trial fhould come ; "but,
with the ftony ground hearers, would fall away.
This gave me a dreadful fhock at firft, and
caufed me to flop a while, to plead with God
for a difcovery of my ftate : That he would
fearch me and try me, and fee if there were any
: ' D wicked
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. wicked way in me: And grant me real and
perfevering grace. And in anfwer to my pe-
titions, the following portion of God's word was
powerfully fet home to my hears, % My grace s
fufficient for thee.” And then my heart was

filled with joy and praifes, firmly believing-he
was faithful who bad promifed, and therefore
would perform it. So I proceeded to write
with mege fixed refolution than before. - -

But again Satan with great fury affauked me,
and told me, my hape would {urely perith; and I
fhould turn back, and be worfe than ever, and
brought to.fhame ; and ranked in order my fins
of youth. But 1 immediately opened my Bible, -
being dreadfully fhocked with fear left it thould
‘be fo. And the firlt lines I calt my eyes upon
were-in Ifaiah liv. 4, &c. ¢ Fear not ; forthou
fhalt not be athamed :- Neither be thou con-
founded, for thou fhalt not be put to fhame :
For thou fhalt forget the thame of thy youth,
end fhalt not remember the reproach of thy
widgghood any more. Forthy Maker is thine
hufand, the Lord of hofts is his name, and thy
Redeemey the Holy One of Ifrael, the God of
the whole carth fhall he be called. Forthie Lord
-bath called thee as a woman forfaken and griev-
edin fplnt,and a wife of youth, when thou waft
yefufed, faith thy God. For a {mall mement
bave I forfaken thee; but with great mercies
will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my
face from thee, for a moment ; but with ever-
lafting kindnefs will I have.mercy on thee, faith
the Lord thy Redeemer. For thisis as the wa-
ters of Noah unto me. For as I have fworn
: that
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that the waters of Noah fhould no more go ever
the earth ; fo have I fwornthat I would not be
wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the
moumtains fhall depart, and the hills be remov-
ed ; but my kindnefs fhall not depart from thee,
neither fhall the covenant of my peace be re-
moved, faith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.”
Thefe gracious promifes were {o adapted to ev-
ery particular of my circumftances, and applied

-by the Spirit of God, with fuch great power, that

they firengthened me exceedingly.

But O, when I had finifhed writing my cov-
enant, which was on the 26th of March, 1737,
and came to fpread it before God, and with
prayers and tears to deliver it to him as my
own at and deed, it verily feemed to me that
all the heavens rang with acclamations of joy,
that fuch a predigal as I was returned “to my
God and Father. And my joy was fo great, that
my bodily ftrength failed, and 1 was, for fome

. time, .as onie whofe foul wasready to break loofe,
‘and wing away into the bofom of my Gad. O, -
-how welcome a meflenger would death then

have been to me! But my great petition was,
that 1 might with patience wait my appointed
time, and glerify God upon earth. '

After I badfo folemnly delivered my folemn
covetant engagements to God, under hand and
feal, I went on my way rejoicing ; this being the
language of my foul, “ Who fhall feparate me
from the Jove of God ? Shall tribulation, or dif-
trefs, or perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs,
or peril, or fword ?_No. -1 am perfuaded, that
neither life, nor death, nor angels, nor prinei-

' et palities,
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. pelities, nor'powers, nor things prefent, nor things
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, fhall be able to feparate me from the
love of God which is in Chrift Jefus my Lord.”
And I am afionithed, when 1 remember the a-
mazing condefcenfion of my God ! He granted
me near accefs to the throne of his grace contin-
ually : And in almoft every thing for which 1

.earneftly prayed, I was remarkably anfwered ;
and fo furprifingly, at feme times, that 1 was
afraid to think it was fo. : :
Once in particular, in that fame month of
March, as I was afleep in the bed, early+n the
morning, I was awaked with the moft terrible
wind that I ever knew. ltimmediately tore off
both my windows, and carried them into the
fircet. Irofe direétly, and looked out. 1think

- 1 never faw the heavens and the water look fo
dreadfully before : And the wind blew exceed-.
ing hard, fo that it appeared that all the veflels
in the harbor would foon be broken 10 pieces.
1 thought of thofe poor fouls who were expofed -

+t0 the fury of the florm ; and my heart was fil-
led with tender pity and compaffion for them.
1 retired, for fecrecy, into the garret. After 1
got there, I expefted every moment that the

zoof would be ripped off and blown away. But
1 was very earneft with God to abate the vio-
lence of the ftorm, and to have compaffion on
the poor foulsindiftrefs. And while I'continued
pleading with God, 1 had an affe@ing view and
fenfe of the fufficiency of one word of Chrift to do
it. Itwasonly for himto fay, Peace,be flill,"and
the winds and fea would immediatcly obey him.

' . And
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And after I had fome time thus wreftled with God
in prayer,I wentdown. 1 had been fo carneflly
engaged, that 1 had not perceived any abate-
ment of the florm ; but looking again out of
the window in my chamber, 1 was furprifed a.
bove meafure. . The fea looked as calm and
pleaflant to me, as if. there had .been no florm. .
1 immediately retired again, and returned thanksy .
for ity as a remarkable anfwer of prayer.. But:
have often -heard fifce, that it ‘was a piece o
pride and prefumption for. me to. think it fo. .
However, this I know, God is both the hearer -
and anf{werer of pra, er, for Jefus’ fake. . :

1 could not avaid, when there was opportu.-.
nity for it, exprefling my love and thankfulnefs :
to God, for fnatching me as a brand out of the -
burning -+ And ‘wheo 1-did this- once to my .
mother,. with tears of joy running down my.
cheeks, fhe fatd to me, « Ah, child, you will not
" always find your love thus flaming to the blef-
fed Jefus.. After a while you will be more cool -
again.” ' But: I haftily anlwered, too much like -
Peter, 1t was impoffible. I could be fuch a mon- -
fter for ingratitude.- But fhe told me, fhe did .
net mean that 1 fhould in reality love him lefs, ;
but. compared .the firft efpoufals of a foul to .
Chbrift,’ with that of a hufband and wife, which
was generally attended with more fondnefs and !
joy, than afterwards, though the love might be :
the fame, or.ftronger.. .

I ¢ontinned to go on my way rejoicing for -
fome time, without. knowing what is was to be
deferted one hour together, or entirely to tofe
fenfible communion with God in any duty or -
o4 {pecial -
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fpecial ordinance, or ever to lie down without
God; or to awake without fome fweet and refrefh-
ing portion of the word of God in my thoughts.
My very {leep was filled with pleafant thoughts of
divine things. Surely I enjoyed fome foretafte
of heaven at this feafon.

Thefe were happy days.—But now how fhall
Tipeak ! Oh that 1 may do it with a heart truly
broken for my fins ! After all this, 1 began to
grow more conformed to the world. Things
which, when I was thus lively, appeared infipid,
and indeed odious to me, began to grow mare
tolerable, and by degrees in a meafure pleafant.
And depraved nature and Satan together plead-

ed for.them thus, % That there was a time for .

all things ;"and finging and dancing now and
then, with a particular friend, was an innocent di-
. verfion. Who did 1 fee, beﬁdes myfelf, {o pre-
cife and firitt ? Other chriftians allowed them-
felves in fuch things, who, 1 had reafon to think,
were far fuperior to me in grace ; cfpecnlly
ane with whom I was very intimate. Sare, if
it was fin, the would not allow herfelf in-it. It
was for extraordinary chriflians, fuch as minif-
ters, and others who were eminent for piety, to.
avoid the pradtice of fuch things, and not for.
wme. Who did 1 think I was, that. L fhould.
pretend to. eutdo other chriftians ? They could.
talk of worldly things. What ailed me ?” Thus.
the devil and carnal rcafloning argued me.
owt of a great part of my refolutions for firiét
. godlmefs ;and, fnfhort, made me,in a fort,believe,
that it was only pride ‘and hypocrily, and to be
fen of men, that had ever.made me pretendto it.,
Thus;
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- Thus'I funk by degrees lower and lower, till
1 bad at laft almoft loft all fenfe of my former
experiences. 1 had only the bare remembrance
of them, and they feemed like dreams or delu,
fion, at fome times. At others again, I had fome
revivals. 1 flill conftantly attended the means
of grace, and Sabbaths were fometimes very
fweet to me. Attimes 1 had accefs to the throne
of grace, and obtained fome communion with
God, and refolved to be more circum{pe&t, and
retewed my covenant engagements with God,
But I knew 1 wasa dreadful backf{lider,and bad
dealt treacheroufly with God, and fometimes
dare not, with any boldnefs, look up to him ;
guilt would ftop my mouth. At other times
gracious invitations to backfliders to return,
would revive me. Thus I continued, for a
great while, fome .times revived, and {ometimes
funk, and deje&ed. .

In Septs 1740, God in mercy fcnt his dear
fervant Whitefield here, which in fome mealure
ftirred me up. But when Mr. Tennent came
foon after, it pleafed God to blefs his preaching
fo to me, that it roufed me. But I was all the
winter after . exercifed with dreadful doubts
and fears about my flate. 1 gueftioned the truth
of all I had experienced, and.feared 1 had never
yet pafled through the pangs of the new. birth,
or ever had one fpark of grace. And. what
confirmed this to me, my dear aged paltor, Mr.
Clap, frequently preached, that they who had
real grace, had growing grace. This -ufed to
make me tremble, becaufe I could not perceive
any. growth ;' but thought I rather. went back,

.- and.



44 MEMOIRS oF.

and grew worfe. Thus 1 was covered over with -
thick clouds for months. together. Oh, the -
dreadful fruits of backfliding! At laft, I applied :
to Mr. Clap, and begged of him, that if he knew .
of any. thing which I.had lefc undone, by what -
I had told him, or wrete for my admifllon into -
the church, he would let me know it, that the -
miflake might be reflified before it was too
late. I -was indeed pofleffed with the thought, .
that he faw fo clearly into my flate, that he knew -
1 was a- hypocrite, though 1-did not.till then: .
1 told him of this. But he faid, hé never theught :
fo ; and put’ me upon remewing covenmant en-
gagements with Ged, and giving myfelf up to .
him then ; aud perhaps I fhould find 1 had done -
fe before. This 1:endeavored to do, and did«
get fome relief ; but was not yet fatisfied. The -
tokens of a 'woful backflider were upon me. I:
had forfaken my fitt love, and .God juftly de- .
ferted me. Sometimes that - text would refrefh ,
me, * Returngye. backfli- mg children, and ¥ .
will heal your baekflidings.” * My heart would i
anfwery % Behold 1 come unto thee ; for thou art
the Lord my God.”  And- fometitmes  that paf- .
fage, & I, even 1 am. Le, that- blotteth out thy -
tranfgreffions, and as a cloud thy. fins : Return
unto me ; for 1 have redecmed thee.” But yet
all this time 1 could nat- get .clear. of @ubts PR
but thought fuch dreadful formality and hypoe.
rify,as I perceived to be in.my heart, could-not
confilt with grace.. I labored along thus all the
winter, unreflolved : how. the cale ftood be-
tween God and my foul : :And an- uncomforta- ..
ble, dreadful life it.was, . At fome times 1 w';s -
Q.

-
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fo covered with darkoefs, that I feemed to be
fure I had npt one fpark of grace : At other
times afraid of ingratitude, afrail to deny what
God had done for my foul. Oh, thcle were
the ‘dreadful fruits of backiliding, and lonng my
firft love! The Lord in mercy preferve me,
that I may never do fo any more ! :

I continued thug till March, 1741. And
then it pleafed God to return Mr. Tenanent to
us again, and he preached twenty one fermons
here. But while he was here, I wasmore than
.everdiftreffed. Ihadloft the fenfible manifefla-
.tions of Chrift’s love. 1 had no more but a
bare remembrance of fome things, which I h
.experienced ; and yet I was afraid to draw up
:a conclufion, one way or the other. I applied
t0 Mr. Tennent,and he difcourfed very (uitably
Wwith me. But ftill I was not quiet, but exceed-
ingly diftrefled. Co

I bad fome light and refrefhment under his
preaching the next day.; but my darknefs returo-
ed again, and 1 funk verylow. I was fo afraid
of prefumption, that 1 dare not conclude my
flate was good. And he fruck dire@ly at
thofe things, for which I had fo foolithly and
wickedly pleaded chriftian example, fuch as
finging fongs, dancing, and foolifh jelting, which
is not convenient. He faid, he wonld not {ay
thete was no fuch thing as a dancing chriftian, -
but be had a very mean opinion of fuchas could
bear to fpend their time fo, when it is fo fhort,
and the work for eternity fo great. Then, and
not till then, was I fully convinced what prod-
igal wafters of precious time fuch thiags vcrg;'

‘ An
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‘And, through grace, I have abhorred them afl

ever fince, And to the glory of God be it
fpoken ; for it is only from his fovereign won-
derful goodnefs to me.

I am'indeed now aftonithed when 1 think
* how I myfelf, or any other chriftian, who has

once tafted one moment’s fweet communionwith -
God, can have any relifh for fueh vanitics as -

ﬁngmg and dancing, &c.” O, how much great-
eris the plealure which istobe enjoyed inthe exer-
cife of religious duties, than any fuch thing can
afford! Notonly fo; but I am amazed to
think how I could poﬁibly want fuch thlngs to

‘pafs away time : * For I now find the precious

moments fly fo faft, and my work fo great, that I
am often hard befet to know K% to fpend my
time as God requires, between ‘the immediate
exercifes of religion, public, private and fecrety
and the ‘calling, in which God bas placed me.
1 know thé fame God, who b Bid me bear, and
pray, and fearch the fcnptures, has bid me work;
and both in their place is my daty. - And: 1 find
it very difficult to yield a uniform obediegce ;
“to give to God, what he requires for himfelf, and
to the world, what is required as a duty, and no
“more. Befides all this, my heart is fo perverfe,
that 1 have enough to do to watch againft pride,
‘floth, wanderings, formality, hypocrify, add - the
temptations of Satan, who is always ready to
difquiet me. All thefe, I find, are employment
enough to take up all my time, without thofe
former recreations. If I am cheerful, a fong of
Zion is more {weet and refrefhing (o me, than
- adl the vain fongs in the world eyer were, or can

be,

!
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be. And fure I am, whatever any may plead,
that there is a time for all things, God ncver yet
allowed time for fin. .

O Lord, humble me for the bad example I
have fet, fince 1 called myfelf a Chriftian ; and
forbid that any fhould ever again be able to
plead my example for vanity. And oh, that
all who name the name of Cbrift, may be gna~
bled to depart from iniquity, and abflain from
all appearance of evil! And if we pretend to
be in Chrift, oh that we may walk even as he
walked ! ForI am perfuaded, that the carelefs
walk of profefling chriftians, lulls more con-
fciences afleep, when the devil, and fleth and
blood fet in to plead their example, than the .
vices of all the. world befides, who make no
profeflion. And oh, what a dreadful thing for
‘cbriﬂians to be the means. of ruining preciaus
and immortal foyls, and diminithing that king-
dom and interefl, which they thould be forever’
engaged to promote ; and promote his kingdom
and iaterelt, againft which they fhould .always
proclaim open war !  Oh dreadful indeed ! that
Chrift thould be fo wounded in the houfe of
his friends ! Lord, make me yet more circum-
fpe&, for Jelus' fake.—But to proceed—

I fll continued in very dark and melancho-
ly circymftances, between hope and fear, afraid-
to conclude one way or the.other. And having
no opportunity to {peak with Mr. Tennent again,
I wrage to him as well as ¥ could, briefly relata
ing what I had experienced, and begged of
him to try it by fcripture rules, and judge of it
accordingly, and give me his opinion ; that ] -

S might
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might not fin by denying the grace of God,'if
1 had it ; nor fpeak peace to my foul, if God
did not. ‘To which be returned the following
anfwer. -
& My DEAR YRIEND, : : :
" %1 LIKEyourexperiences well. They feem
to me to be {criptural and encouragimg ; and I
thisk you may humbly take comfort from them,
and give God the glory of his pure grace. They
who %:a've ‘been fo humbled and diftrefled for fin,
as to be divorced from the governing love and
prattice of it ; ald have been by the Spirit of
God made willing to embrace the Rédeemer
deliberately, unrefervedly, and refolutely, upon
his own terms, have a fure intereft in the great
falvation. Johni.12. Toasmany asreceived
him, to them gave he power to‘become the fons
ofGod, evén to them that believe on his name.
And whatever involuntary defefts they are
~guilty of, they fhall not break the everlafling
covenziit between God and their fouls. - Though
‘they Have played the harlot with many lovers ;
et they may return to their firlt hufband.
hough God may-hide his face for a little mo-
ment, yet with everlafling loving kindnefs will
" he return.  Though they be fometimes eafil
befet with fin ; yet he, who ‘was the author, will
be the finither of their faith. I add no more
but tove, and remain, your réal friend,

March 22, 1741. : - G.T.”

1 have tranfcribed this letter, that, if Brovi-
dence fhould ever caft thefe lines into the hands
of any in like circumftances,it may, if the Lord
will, have the fame happy cle@ onthem, as, by

- ~ the
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the bleffing of God, it had on me; which was
this—The letter itfelf was exceeding fweet and
refrething ; but the precious texts of {cripture,
which were quoted, were fo powerfully fet home
on my mind, that they {cattergd all my clouds im-
mediately, and I was as one reftored from the
grave. Then with life and courage 1 again re-
newed my written covenant engagementgwith
God, and became more lively and zealous for
God than ever. O the amaring goodnefs ofe -
Godto me! 1 have heard of fome chriftians
who never recover fuch backflidings all their
days. But I have not fince loft my evidences
of grace. Though I have been fometimes un-
der defertion, yet I could frequently fay, « Why
art thou caft down, O my foul, and why art

- thou difquicted within me ? Hope in God, for
1 fhall yet praife him, who is the ‘light of.my
countenance, and my God.”

After I was thus revived, my longings to be
made nfeful in the world returned, and.I earn-
eftly pleaded with God that he would not fuffer
‘me to live any longer an unprofitable fervant ;
but would petnt out fome way, in which I might
be ufeful :  And that I mightnow. be as exem-
plary fer picty, as1 had been for folly. Andit
pleafed God fo to order it, that I bad room to
hope my pfitions were both bheard, and ip a
meafure anlwered. For fe@on afier this a nume-
ber of young women, who were awakened toa -

. cogfgern for their fouls, came 1o me, and defired
}  #my advice and affitance, and propofed to join -
in a feciety, provided 1 would takethe care of
the® To which, I trull with a ferfe of my
E : own -

e ’ -
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own unworthinefs, I joyfully confented. ‘And
much fwectnels we enjoyed in thefe meetings.
{And blefled be Gad, they are yet kept up.)
About this time it pleafed God to lay hig af-»
fli€ting band upon e by the removal of my on-
ly brotherby death.  As to the lofs of his perfon,
1 found I could quietly fubmit, and fay, * The
Lorg gave, and be has taken away, and blefled
be'tfe name of the Lord.” But I had a finful
«uriofity to know how it was with his precious
foul : And being filled with fear dbout it, [
“was verpwuch dejefted. But-I knew my cu-
riofity was finful. And I pleaded earneftly with
God, that he would net fuffer me to attempt to
pry. into the fecrets of his will ; but pive me a
quict {ubmiflion. 1 continved wreflling with
God for refignation to his will, till about two
o'clock in the morning, and then I went to bed,
- flill begging that I might never {pend another day
unrefigned. And juft about break of day I
awaked with the following words firongly 1m-
prefled on my mind, ¢ Secret things belong un-
to God, but thofe which are revealed belong unto
us. The will of Gud is done, the will of God
" 35 done.” Thele words quieted me, fo that I
arofe as cheerful, compofed and thankful, es if
I had met with no afflition at all,and 1 think
snore fo; and neyer did from that houg, nor
could mourn as 1 lgd "done. THis I confid-
ered as a remarkable asfwer to prayer. ,
 After this my bufinefs failed, .and I foggl I
could not keep my room where 1 lived pand-
which way to turn, 1 knew not. But was per-
fuaded Geod would point out lome way folfme.
' I had

-\
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1 had feveral offers to go into the country to
keep fehool in credible families, where 1 had a
profpe& of wanting for nething of the neteffa-
ries of this life. But 1 could not bear the
thought of going from the means of grace, and
other precious privileges, which I then enjoy-
ed. And the focicty of young women often
entreated me not to leave them. I had double
ties every way, and knew not what to do. But
1 was not diftrefled, believing God would pro-
vide for me. Accordingly he did fo; though
by an affli@ive dilpenfation. It plesfed him to
remove a dear friend by death, with whom I
was very intimate. Her hufband was a very
fober good fort of a man, and wanted me 10"
keep bis fhop for my board, and wath for my-
Aelf. - ‘This offer {uited me very well; for here-
by I was'not likely to be deprived of any of
my religious privileges. 8o on the fitlt day of
July, I-went there to live; and indeed had
-much comfort. Dear Mr. Clap met with the
ifociety at his houle twice every weel, which I
‘conflantly attended ; and religion feemedto be
-the chief bufinefs of my life. Had much coni-
fort in all the duties of religion, public, private,
and fecret : And had as much time to {pend
in them 4 I could defire.

‘About this time 1-had: e offer of a fecond
tharriage, with one wHo #ppeared to be a real
chriftian (and -1 could not think of being une-
qu yoked with one who was mot fueh.) 1
took the mattér into-ferions confideration, 1
forefaw there were difRculties which I muft un-
avédillably -encounter ; and many dutics would
A R be
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be incumbent on me, to which I bad beem a
firanger: Particularly,in my being a mother in
Jaw to three fons, which my propeled hufband
bad by a firft wife. But after weighing all cis-
cumfances, as wellas I could, in my mind, and

‘earneflt prayer, which God enabled me to con- -

tinue in for fome time, I concluded it was the
will of God, that 1 fhould accept of the offer,
and accordingly was married to Mr. Henry
Ofborn, on the fifth day of May, 1742.

The next July after I was married, I went
with an istimate friend, to*Little Compton, on
purpofe to join in a faft which was appointed
there to implore the outpouring of the Spirit

- of God on that plaee; which was atteoded
with much folemnity. The next day, which
was the 2gth day of the month, my friend -and
I were riding to a private religious meeting, and

" my horfe ftumbled and threw me over his

head. My ftomach came firt to the ground ;
and yet was comparatively but little hurt; and

clofe by the fpot:where my head came was a

large rock, which muft, in all probability, have

ended my days, if [ had fallen upon it. This

gave me a {enfe of the goodnefs of God in pre-
ferving me. 1got fafe to thre houfe to which I
propofed to go. And in the evening Mr. Ty-

lar preached a fermon, which gregily affeCed

the people, who were. under conc®rn. before :
But they with much dificulty kept filence, till
the fermon and prayer were ended; and*en'
cried out in vehement agonies,  lamenting their’
loft conditien without a Savior, and pleading
with God te have mercy oo them, andigive

them
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them an intereft in Chrilt. At this time I had
an awful fenle of the ftate of the damned, who
were crying out under their torments; but paft
remedy. .

Then a number of young women with my-
felf withdrew into a chamber, in order to form
a religious fociety. Where we fpent fome time
in praying, reading, converfing and finging.
At the fame time a company of young men
were engaged in another room in the fame ex-
ercifes. We happened to fing in both rooms
at the fame time. - The melody was very fweet,.
and gave me lively apprehenfions of the glori:
ous employment, and blefled enjoyment of the
faints in the New Jerufalem; and filled my foul-
with adoring thoughts of God.

But in my return to the place where 1 lodg:
ed, it being late in the night, we were over:
taken in the moft awful fform of thunder and
lightning that 1 ever heard or faw. During the
terrible-claps of thunder my horfe ftood trem-
bling; and as foon as they eeafed, ran with
fulldpeed. I was then filled with a greater
fenfe of the awfulnefs and majeRty of a God,
than I had ever experienced before; and more
realizing thoughts of the folemnity of the laft:
day. 1 did not imagine that was the time; but
thougle it a great refemblance of it: ~ And I
-expefted every moment to be called to appear
before my Judge, either by the thunder and
lighgning, or a fall from my horfe. This put
me upon examining mylfelf, to fee where the
foundation of my hope was laid ; and whether
1 badkreal grace, and: a [ure intereft in Chrifl

€ that

m—-—- - WEE
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that he might then be my advocate. I earneftly
pleaded that this might-be my very cafe. Upon

ftri& fearch, I found fuch evidences as kept

me from all fears of hell. Though I did not
then feel the manifeftations of the love of God,
as at fome other times; yet I found Chrilt was
my only refuge. But ju{’c after the laft bard
clap of thunder, my -horfe turning fuddenly
round a corner, threw me off backward. My
right temple came firft to the ground. As I
fell, I committed my fpirit into the hands of
my Savior, expefling death: But was wonder-

. fully preferved ; fo that I was but little hurt. -

Thus God fhewed me, in this day and night of
‘large experience, what he could do with me, in
a way of judgment ; and what for me, in a way
of mercy, in preferving me, when in imminent
.danger of death. Lord, for thine own name’s

fake, write a law of gratitudc in my .heart for,
this, with all my other mercies. O Lord, what

am I, the chief of finners, that thou art thus

mmdful of me! .

Soon after this, we fell into dlfagrceab]e and
difficult worldly circumftances, with refpe& to
living and paying the debts we owed. My
greatelt concern was with refpeét to the latter,

left we fhould not be able to doJuﬂxce, and fo -

wrong our creditors, and bring difhogpr on
God, and our profeflion. Under this pPfure
and dxﬁrds, 1 was relieved and fupported by

the following words of Scripture, ¢ Letyour -
converfation be without covetoufnefls ; and be

content with fuch things as ye have; for be
hath faid, I will ncver leave thee, nor fnlffql\e
thee

.
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thee.” "I hived cheerfully, upon this promife,
for a confiderable time. "And God ordered
things fo that our creditors were paid to their
fatisfaétion. - .

I have often thought God has fo ordered it
throughout my days hitherto, that I fhould be
in an affliCted, low condition, as to worldly
circamftances, and inclined the hearts of oth-
ers to relieve me in all my diftrefles, on pur-
pofe to fupprels that pride of my nature, which
doubtiefs would have been atted out greatly to
his dithonor, bad I enjoyed health, and had
profperity, fo as to live independent of others,
1 will therefore think it beft for me; for the
tendernels of my friends to me, has always had
a tendency to humble me greatly, and caufe
me to admire the goodnefs of God to me, that
while others were daily complaining, that the
rich have many friends; but the poor is def-
pifed by his neighbor, I could never fay I had
not as much love and refpe& thewed me, as if
1 poffefled great riches, and that by the rich,
as well as the poor. So that, on the account of
my powerty, | never was defpifed.*

AND

* Mrs. Ofborn appears 1o have poffeflcd from her youth, 2 high.
tafte for a genteel independent way of living: And confequently a
proportionable averfion to that poverty and dependence which would
reduce her 49 the lower walks of life. God was pleaied to order
things fo i8fis providence refpeling her, as moft effelually to crofs
and mortify this ftrong propeafity ; which was the azcaflon of much
pain, hard ftruggles and fore confli@s, until fhe was bra.ght to a fet-
tled and abiding fibmiflion, and conftant acquicfcence in the will of
God, 1n ard¢@ng and fixing her outward circumflances ; in con‘equence
of which joyed great and conflant calmnefs and fercnity of mind
the laft cwenty years of her life, when the was brought to. fuch poverty
as to havehothing of her own on which the cquld live, and was wholly
dépcndﬁnllol others for da:ly {upport; and yet waoted nmhingi:1 ima

7 . arpy
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AND’ now I have, according to my defire,
committed fome of the many thoufands of my’
experiences to writing. And I will give my rea-
fons for doing it. The firlt motive, as I' men-
vioned in the introdu&ion, was, that I might be
éxcited to praife and glorify that God who has
wrought fuch wonders for me. And through
the influence of his bleffed Spirit, moving me
thereto, it has had this effe@, in fome meafure,
throughout the time of my writing it. - The
Lord grant I may continue fo all my days; and
then my firlt great end will be-anfwered. Sec-
endly, . ’

'1 have always reaped much benefit myfelf, by
reading the lives and experiences of others..
Sometimes they have been bleffed to convince:
me of fin—Sometimes, to fcatter doubts—And
tetimes. to raif¢ my affeftions into a flame.
When expreffions have been’ warm, they have-
put me upon imitating them as well-as I could,.
by breathing out my foul inlike manner. And
though I fall ever fo fhort of the excellencies
with which others have been endowed; yet I
know all things are poffible with God. He can-
Blefs-a word from the weakeft, meanelt, and un-
worthieft of alt creatures, even me. 1f a word.
in thefe lines ever prove ufeful to one foul, after-
my deceafe, it will be ten thoufand times more
than I deferve from the handsof a bountiful God ;-
To him alone be all the glory.. It is his glcry,
I trult, through rich grace, at which I.fincerely-

_— . aim., .
bappy cententment with her lot, and - fuch things as fhe had; giving -
thaoks to God for his conflant and wonderful goodnefs to her; aad .
seally, ia the. higheft and beft fenfe, poffelling all things,, * -

3
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aim. And if it does not confift with that, to
have thefe lines feen by any, cither before or af-
ter my deceafe, 1 heartily defire, fo far as I can
poilibly fathom that vnfathomable deep, my own
deceitful heart, and know it, ‘that they may be
all buried in oblivion. Surely, I had rather
my name, and all belonging to me, fthould be
forgotten among men, than remembared to the
dithonor of my God. I am an ignorant fhort-
fighted -creature : But God knows what will be
for the beft. Tohim 1 commit it, praying that,
in his allwife providence, it may be difpoled of
as he fees meet.

. N. B. Finifthed writing this, Dec, 18, 1743,
in the aoth year of my age. .

_PART



PART h.'

Containing a GENERAL AccouNTof her Lire.

T HE patents of Mrs. Ofborn were never
in affluent worldly circumftances ; and had lie-
tle or nothing to give to her when fhe mar-
ried : And perhaps did not give her'all the af-

- fiftarce -which they were able to do, as they

4

. {chool part of the time ; which bufinefs the was,

were not pleafed with her marrying te the per-
fon whom fhe chofe. He was young, and ufed
the fea, and had nothing beforechand, and died
in the fecond voyage after he was married, and
fhe was left a peor widow with one young Chlld
before fhe was twenty years old. She contin-
wed a widow more than eight years. In.which
time fhe did no more than juft fupport. herfelf
and fon, by her induftry, in keeping a {mall

—at length, obliged. to relinquifh, by ficknefs, in

-which fhe needed and bad the afliftance of fome

of her kind friends. Thus fhe continued a
poor widow, till fhe married the feceend: time,
in the twenty ninth year of her age.

Her fecond hufband was in fome trade and
bufinefs when fhe married him; but foon ap-
peared to owe to his creditgrs more than he
was able to pay. - They ga¥Rup all shey. bad,
and their creditors were paid, {o that (hcy were

all

4
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all made eafy, and gave them a dilcharge.
From that time he did but little or no bufinefs,
by reafon of bodily diforders,and other infirm-
ities, At the fame time he had children who
were poor, and wanted affliffance. In thefe cir-
cumftances, Mrs. Ofborn began to keep fchool
again in May, 1744. In which bufinefs fhe
continued about thirty years, till her eyelight
and bodily firength failed, fo that fhe was o-
bliged to give itup. She was, during thiswhole
time, attended with bodily weaknels, pains agd
infirmities; her coaftitution being greatly in-
jured by taking mercury in an improper man-
ner and degree, which was prefcribed by her
phyfician when afliGted with the diftrefling dif-
order, which fhe thentions in the account (he
has given of her life, the weakening and painful
effels of whish attended hef 1o the day of ber
 death. Under thefe diforders, which were at
times very difireffing, the perfevered in her bu-
finels, which ir he? circumftances required a
diligence, circumfpeétion and refolution, which
have been equalled by few ar none, until fhe
loft her fight and firength, to fuch a degree as
obliged her 1o defift. .
~ For this {pace of about thirty years fhe pre-
fided in a {chool, which was moft of the time fo
large thaksdhe was obliged to employ affiftants.
The whole number of children in her fchool a-
mounted fometimes to {eventy or more; fome
of whom, at times eight or ten, fhe boarded.
But, having a° ‘ldcrablc family of her own
to maintain, and-Bther dependents which fhe

thought it her duty to hclp, and the price for
fchooling
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fchooling and boarding being low, fhe, through
this whole time, was not able to lay up any
thing ; but was reduced to great ftraits and dif-
ficulties; and at the end of the: year fhe fre-
quently found herfelf in the rear, rather than to
have gained any overplus or flock for. the next ;
this kept her in a conflant ftate of peculiar trial,
and temptation to worldly folicitude and anxie-
ty, which required an uncommon degree of
- faith and piety to furmount. And fometimes,
veer the darkeft appearances, her faith would
fo far fail that fhe would fink into gloom and
dejetlion, efpecially in the former part of this
time. But fhe evidently made advances in her
faith and cheerful refignation to the divine will,
and happy contentment with the allotments of
Divine Providence, while her trials and-worldly
ftraits, continued as great as ever: So that fhe
. ¥ppeared, at length,to have got the viflory over
the world to an uncommon degree, and to have
enjoyed a calm, {wcet refignation and content-
ment in her worldly circumf{tances, which was
the fource of high religious enjoyment, in the
conftant and {tmng exercife of that piety, by
which fhe enjoyed God as her only and eternal
portion. This appears from her diary; and.
was efpecially manifefl to her intimate’ friends,
afier fhe was obliged to give up all bulinefs,and
was wholly dependent on her friends for fup-
port ; of which a more particular account may
be given, before thefe memoirs are finifhed.
Mrs. Ofborn began to keep fchool the fec-
ond time, as has been obferve%, in the month of
May, 17445 in the thirty firlt year of her age.
" With

-
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With refpe& to which fome things are noted in’
her diary, which may be properly tranfcribed
here. )

. % Saturday April 28, 1744.—This day I am
-determined, if the Lord will, to enter again into
the cabiog of keeping fchool.. Will the Lord
in mercy blefs my endeavors, and profper the
work of my hands, and overrule this for hisown
glory, by making me inftrumental in promoting
the good of fouls. O Lord, if thou wik again
employ me, and make me faithful, my toggue
fhall fing aloud of thy righteoufnefs. Oh, pre-
ferve me from making dependence on any thing
1 can do, eitber for foul or body : But if it may
confift with thy will, O blefs me in ‘this lawful
undertaking. But above all, O Lord, go on
to refign me to thy will. Not mine, but thine
be done. Lord, I defire to leave it with thee.
O undertake for me, and deal gracioufly with
me, for thine own fake, as thou ufeft to do to
thofe who love thy neme. Help meto eye thee
in all thy difpenfations of providence, and be
thankful to thee for every temporal mercy.
Dear Lord, order it fo that thine own honor
may be fecured, and thou mayeft be glorified
in me, and it is enough. Once more, I beg to
be refigned, and 'to take all things well at thy
dear hand. Whether thou fmile or frown, let
me blefs and love ; for this is my duty, and what
thou jullly expe@eft of me. Lord, thou art
worthy of infinitely more love and praife than I
am capable of giving: But oh, accept my at-
tempts to love and praife, for Jefus’ fake alone.

- ' ' v In
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In his name I come to thee for all bleffings, fpir-
itual and temporal.
« Friday morning, May 4.—At this time
much ftraitened in myfelf to know if it is my
duty to pray evening and morning io:my
“fchool, if the Lord blels me withone. I'am a-
fraid of oftentation, afraid of doing any thingto
be feen of men. I am afraid of negledling it,
on account of what others will fay or think, left
that fhould be being athamed of Chrift and his
ways, in this wicked gepieration ; and yet, I am
afraid of bringing religion into contempt. O
Lord, dire& me to do, in this cafe, as will moft
corfift with thy glory. For I befeech thee,
dear Lord, that thou wilt not fuffer me to enter
~ into this calling, except thou wilt be with me,
and blefs me in it. -Oh, make me inftrumental
of the good of their fouls committed to-my
charge, as well as faithful to their parents in in-
ftructing them. And if it be thy will that I
pray with them, as well as for them, oh ftrength-
en me and encourage my heart. Lord, pour
out on me a fpirit of prayer and fupplication,
that I may afk for things agreeable to thy blefled
will. O Lord, I leave this cafe with thee. I
beg thou wilt dire& me, and fuffer nothing but
ure aims at thy glory, and the good of fouls, to
ge the governing principle in me. Lord, I am
afraid of the reafonings of my own deceitful
heart. It eafily impofes upon, and deceives
me. But, blefled be thy name, it cannot de-
ceive thee. O, do thou fearch it and try it,
and difcover to me more of its vilenefs, that 1
may never be a fool, trufting tQ it, Lord, it is

t,hme
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thine: Oh mould it into thine own likenefs, fill
it with thy grace, and poflels it forever.

“ Thurfday May 10.—1I defire to record it
with thankfulnefs, that God in his providence
gave me an.opportunity laft evening to advife
with my dear aged paftor (Mr. Clap) about
praying with my fcholars. He rejoiced much
in the propofal; and advifed me, by all means
to proceed, and let nothing difcourage me, and
fear no fcoffs; for it was God’s caule, and he
who put it into my heart to do-it, would take
care of his.own glory. He likewile reminded
me how highly Chrift refented it, when his own
difciples would have deprived little children of
privileges. He advifed me to be brief and
plain, and often to mention thofe words in
Matuth. vi. ¢ Afk, and ye fhall receive ; feek,
and ye fhall find ; knock, and it thall be open-
ed unto you.” And thole in Prov. %1 love
them that love me, and thofe that feek me early
fhall find me.” And to make confeflion of fin,
and plead for pardon for Chrift’s fake.—En-
deavor to follow him in plainnefs, fo that the
little ones might underftand what I meant, &c.

-« As I think I never faw him more joyful,
and plealed with me, fo I know not when I
have come away more comfarted: For my
fcruples all vanithed. And now, by affifting
grace, 1 determine to proceed, as God fhall en-
able me. Bleffed be God, that I enjoy fo great
. a privilege as my dear paltor, who has thus en-
couraged my faith, obedience and joy; and
helped me in my ftrait. And now, O my God,
I am convinced it is my duty to pray with my
" cear
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children, I fly to thee again for aflifling grace.
Lord, without that it will be only a piece of
formality, and will never prove ferviceable to
any. [ beleech thee, O Lord, pour out on
me a {pirit of prayer, and fill me with bowels of
-compaflion to poor little ones.”

Mrs. Ofborn not only prayed daily with the
children in her fchool; but was conftant and
cyreful to inftruct them in the principles of se-
ligion, and in their duty to God-and man; and
at certain times, and on particular occafions, fe-
rioufly addreffed them on the concerns of their
_fouls, urging their attention to the Bible, to Je-
fus Chrift; and the way of falvation by him;
and to give themfelves up to him, to fear and
ferve him, &c. Her dilcourfes with them .on
thefe fubjeéts frequently appeared to make im-
preffions on their minds, and greatly to affe&t
them : And moft of the many hundreds who
were inftru@ed in bef fchool, retained a love
and clteem for her in the futuré part of their
life, and numbers of them, how many cannot be
now known, bave never {oft the ferious impref-
fions, which they received by her inftrullion
and admonitions ; but they have iffued in their
faving converfion to God. And we may rea- '
fonably confider fome of them now in heaven
with her, as her glory, and joining with her in
mutual joy.

She compofed and committed to writing a
" number of particular dire&ions and rules for the
children in her {chool, pointing out the decent
and proper manner of their behavior towards
her, and each other in fchool, and when going

away
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away and retutning ; at home and abroad ; when
i1 the houfe and by the way ; and their manner
of fpeech and behavior towards all with whom
they had any connelion and concern; which
rules were to be often read in fchool. Thefe
rules difcovered her good judgment and tafte,
refpetling the propriety and decency of condu&
of childrenin all fituations, and towards fuperi-
ors, equals and inferiors, in age and other cir-
cumftances.. They . might .be - very . ufeful to -
teachers of fchools and to their. pupils, were
they tranfcribed ; and were they not' too lengthy
ta be inferted here. .

A FEW months after Mrs. Ofborn began to -
keep fehool the fecond time, her only fon, Sam.
uel Wheaten, died, being near twelve years old, .
who was an apprentice in the country above
twenty miles from Newport, and was. a promif= .
ing youth. She has. recorded fome. of her ex-
ercifes under this trial, part of which will be.
here inferted. _

« Friday morning, Sep'ember 22, 1744.~On
Thorfday afternoon, the fixth day of this month, ..
1 had the forrowful news that my:only fon- was .

- fick unto death. God in his providence pro--
vided prefently for me—My dear .Sufa’ Antho- .
ny to keep my houfe—A horfe for my-hufband
and myfelf to ride, and all other things com-
fortable. . And on my way God gave me fuch -

£ - afenfe -
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a fenfe of his goodnefs to me in a thoufand in-
ftances, that inftead of finking under my forrow,
my mind was employed in attention fo, and
.blefling God for my mercies. Sometimes, that
he was not fnatched from me in a moment, b
fome awful accident—That he was not at fo
great a diftance, but I might be allowed to go
to him, with hopes of finding him yet alive.
And thofe precious promifes which in the morn-
ing had fupported me, fill continued as a re-
frething cordial ; even thefe. ¢ Call upon me -
in the day of trouble, and I will hearthee. This
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him ; and
faved him out of all his troubles.”

¢ On Friday morning we got to Rehoboth,
where I found my fon much fwelled with a
droply, and pined to a mere fkeleton with the
jaundice, fcurvy and confumption, all combin-
ing. He rattled in his throat, like a dying per- -
fon, laboring for every breath. He was given
over by the doflors and all friends, who lament-
ed him, and did the beft for him in their pow-

- efy as to the body. But alas! my great con-
* cern was for that precious jewel, his immortal
foul. I endeavored to improve every opportu-
nity to difcourfe with him, and read to him -
fuch portions of {cripture as I thought fuitable,
with paffages out of Mr. Allen’s Alarm, &e.
And 1 was enabled to pray all the day, by e-
jaculatory hreathings, and fometimes to plead
and wreltle with God on his behalf: Though a-
las! God was pleafed 1o hide his dealings with
him altogether. For I could difcern no evi-
dence of a work of grace wrought on his foul,, .

o -~ for
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for which 1 did plead from day to day. I did
not fo much as once, in all his ficknefls, pray
~ for his life; but for fome evideace that his foul
might live. And for want of this, I fometimes
feemed to be cruthed down, having a fenfe of
bis doleful cafe, if not reconciled to God. On
Thur{day, Sept. 13, the day before he died, 1
was juft ready to give up, and fit down difcour-
aged. My heart even almolt died with fear of
what would become of him. But jult in this
jun&ure, God in his providence ordered it fo
that 1 received a letter from my dear Sufa,
- which was a cordial to my drooping [pirits.
¢Inhis dying moments I had an awful {fenfe of
his deplorable condition, if his naked foul fhould
launch into a boundle(s eternity, withouta God
to go to. I had alfo a view and fenfe of his
and my utter inability to help ourfelves, and ut-
ter unworthinefs that God fhould help us. And
~ with the woman of Canaan, I cried out, Truth
Lord, I am as unworthy as a dog! But I
pleaded for the crumbs that fell, one of which
~would be fufficient for me and mine. I had a
clear difcovery of the fulnefs and fufficiency of
Chrift to make fatisfaltion. I pleaded that he
would have mercy, as on the theif on the crofs,
then at the eleventh hour ; apply but one drop
of his precious blood, and it was enough. Thus
I was enabled to fill my mouth with arguments,
and in bitter agony of foul I wreftled with God
for mercy for him. Surely the pangs I then
endured “for his foul - far exceeded thofe .that
brought him into the world. But as foon as
the foul bad taken its ﬂxght,l was eafed of my
burden
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burden. } immediately caft ‘myfelf, and my
burden-too, on God: I-adored him as a fove-
reign God; and blefl¢d his name; for he had -

given, and it was he who had taken. Surely he - -

was better to mé than ten-fons..

& ] then arofe. from my dead - child, and was..
quieted, for the will of God was done, and my .
work was done; as it refpe&ted my child:: And:
God was plealtd to give fuch evidence of his .
love,_that my mouth was filled with praifes. But :
when I looked on the young people who ftood .
round lamenting him, I felt bowels -of compaf- .
fion for them, and befought them to take warn-.
ing,"and make their {peedy flight to the bleffed :
Jelus, before ficknefs and death overtook them. .

% While friends were putting on his. grave -
clothes, 1 went out into the field and walked, .
where, with more fecrecy and freedoin; I could -
_breathe out my foul to God. . -And the fweet. .
nefs of that feafon 1 cannot exprefs.  God dif:.
covered himfelf to be my God, my covenant ;
God,, my Father, my Friend, my only portion .
and happinefs, my fovereign, my all in all, my

infinite fountain of all fulnefs. ‘And thefe were -

fome of the breathings of my foul after him. .
“ Lord, I adore thee as my all. I rejoice in -
thee as my only portion. Lord, if 1 have thee, .
1 haveenough. Though alt the ftreams were :
cut-off ; yet the fountain remains ; I cannot be -

poor. Whom have I in heaven but thee? And .

there is none on earth 1 defire befides thee. .
Though my flefh and my heart fail ; yet God -
is the firength of my heart and my portion for-

ever, Bleffed God, though death feparate from .
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all things here below, it cannot feparate be-
tween thee and me.” O, here 1 rejoiced a-
gain, chofe my God afgin, and again renewed
the dedication of myfelf to him, my whole foul
and body, with all I havé, am, or can do. O,
his word comforted, his rod comforied me., I
faw no frown init: No, but the kind chaftife-

~ment of my indulgent Father. This portion
of fcripture was very {weet, % If ye be without
chaftifement, whereof all are partakers, then
are ye baftards, and not fons. For whom the
Lord loveth, he chafteneth.” Therefore I
cried out, % I know, O Lord, thy judgments
are right, and in very faithfulnefs thou haft af-
flited me.”

« But I mult ceafe.—For fuch blefled fea-
fons are better felt than expreffed. I contin-
ued fo compoled and comfortable, that I
feared thofe who knew ‘not the caufe would
think me void of natural affeftion; till my tak-
ing my lalt farewell at his funeral. And then
1 found the bonds of natural affeftion very
firong; and I wept much. But as 1 followed
to the grave, I pleaded thus with God, ¢ Lord,
I adore thee flill as my fovereign. I do not
repine at thy hand. But, dear Lord, pity me,
and fuffer me to weep under the fmart of th
rod; itis my only fon.” Then I thought on
Plalm ciii. ¢ As a father pitieth bis children,
fo the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” This
comforted me. But as I inquired again, if my
tears were not finful,. and the effet of an un-
refigned will, which I dreaded moft of all, I
was comforted again by refle@ing, that when

Martha
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. Martha and Mary wept for their brother Laza

rus, the blefled jefus was not angry, but wept
with them. O, then 1 again adored a {ympa.
thifing Savior, a glorious high prieft, who was
fenfibly touched with the feeling of my infirmi-
ties. Thefe and fuch like were the exercifes of
my mind, while following and laying my duft
into the grave. And ever fince I have been

" kept compofed and cheerful.

« The Lord in mercy grant that I may more
and more glorify him in this affliClion. O that
my fins may be more mortified. Lord, grant
1 may come out of this furnace as gold puri-
fied and fitted for my mafter’s ufe. If I bhave

[y

behaved in any meafure as becomes a child of

God, and any refignation has appeared in me,
Lord, it is all owing to the riché;s) of thy glori-
ous and fpecial grace: For hadft pot thou by
that compelled me to aft otherwife, 1 fhould
have flew in thy face, murmured, fretted and
repined at thee ; calt away all my other com-

forts and mercies, and faid I bad none left,. be- -

caufe thou hadft taken one from me. Lord,

thefe, and more than thefe, would bhave been -

the effe@s of my perverfe nature. Therefore,

not unto me, not unto me; but to thy glori- -

ous name be all the glory forever and ever.
Amen.” :

S

IN the yeari 1741, a religious, female foci-
ety was formed under the care of Mrs. Ofborn,
they
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they having chofen her to be their head. Of
which fhe makes mention in her account of
her own life, which has been tranfcribed, page
49.  This fociety met for fome time twice ev-
ery week, viz. on Tuelday and Friday even-
ings. Afterwards they agreed to meet but once
a week, on the afternoon of Wednefday or
Thur{day. - Mrs. Ofborn was continued and
confidered the head of this fociety from that
time to her deceafe, which was above fifty
years; and it fi#ll fubfifts, and there are above
thirty members of it who are now living. It
has confifted of a much greater number of
members. About thirty years ago, above fixty

tlons were members of it. But the war, and
other evils which have fince that time taken
place, have diminifhed it.

This fociety have met conftantly once every
week, during this whole time of above half a
century, excepting a few interruptions, by fome
extraordinary occurrences. They allo have
obferved four whole quarterly days in every
year, as days of fafting and prayer, confeffing
their fins, and feeking God for fpiritual blefl-
ings on themfelves, on the church of Chrift,
and on all nations. They aifo have been wont
to {pend the afternoon of every firlt Thur(day
of each month ia prayer together; and the
afternoon of every Saturday before the monthly
adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper. They
have a box, which ftands in the room where
they meet, into which money is put by each
one, as fhe is able and inclined. And at the
end of the year, or any other time, when lt’he{

) thin
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think proper, the bax is by their confent open-
ed, and the money cqontained in it counted, and
generaly given for the fupport of the gofpel.

They did agree vpon a number of articles
and rules, which were committed to writing, to
be obferved by the fociety and by each indi-
vidual, and to be figned by every member, and
by every one who fhould afterwards be admit-
ted. The fubflance of thefe is as follows:

At the weekly meeting of the fociety, when_

the appointed hour arrives, and a number are
convened, the exercife fhal) begin by reading
in fome profitable book, till all have come in

who are expefled. Then a prayer fhall be.

made by one of the members; and after that,
a chapter in the Bible fhall be read, and relig-
ious converfation be attended to, as time fhall
allow. The meeting to be concluded by an-
other prayer. Four quarterly days in the
year, in January, April, July and O€lober, be-
ginning on the firflt day of every January, to be
obferved as days of {olemn falting and prayer.
We promile not to ridicule or divulge the fup-
poled or apparent infirmities, of any fellow
member ; but to keep fecret all things relating
to the fociety, the difcovery of which might
tend to do hurt to the fociety or any individu-
al. We refolve to be charitably watchful over
each other, to advife, caution and admonifh,
where we judge there is occafion, and that it
may be ufeful. And we promife not to refent ;
but kindly and thankfully receive fuch friendly
advice or reproof from any one of our mem-
. bers, . We will endeavor that our difcourfe,

while
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-while together fhall be on the ferious and im-
portant fubjefls of religion: And when fepa-
rate, that our fpeech and ‘behavior fhall be
fuch as become chriftians, that we may be holy
in all converfartion.

If any member commit any fcandalous fin,
or walk unruly, and after proper reproof con-
tinue manifeftly impenitent, the fhall be ex-
cluded from us, until fhe give evidence of her
repentance. Each one fhall pay her propor-
tion to defray the neceflary expenfes for -wood,
or any thing elfe, unlefs excufed by the foci-
ety. .

When any perfon thall manifeft to any.one
of us a defire to join the fociety, it fhall be
mentioned in one of our meetings, that all may
have opportunity, who defire iit, to fatisfy them-
Telves, relpe&ing the charater and converfa-
tion of the perfon offering to join. And if at
the meetiag on tl € next week, there be no ob-
Jection to her being admirtted, the may apply to
the head of the fociety, who will read our arti-
cles to her, and if fhe is willing, and do fign
them, The fhall be confidered as a member of
the fociety, regularly admitted.

As to any other matters, which we Thall here-
after find conducive to the benefit and good ~
regulation of our fociety, we engage to leave to
the difcretion and decifion of a major part of
us, to whofe determination we promile quietly
to agree and fubmit. '

~ This fociety has evidently been of great ad-
vantage to many if not all the members of it,
to the church and congregation to which mof}_

o
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of the members have belonged, and to the in-
tereft of religion in general, efpecially in 'New-
port, by their prayers, and apparent fincerity
and engagednefs in religion, and exemplary
conduft. '

Mrs, Ofborn was by unanimous confent the
head of this fociety above fifiy years, as has
been obferved, even from the firft inftitution
of ity to the day of her death; and a great part
of the time their meetings were attended at her
houfe. And fhe was diftinguithed in her ufe-
fulnefs in this ftation and capacity, by 'her
- prayers, her converfation, advice, judgment,
prudence and example; by which The was’
a principal medium of the long and happy ex-
ifience and union of the fociety. Her influ-
ence apparently reached to every member, and .
her fteady, prudent zeal and a&ivity, and her
. amiable charalter, were very much the means
of their continuance and edification. The fo-
ciety continued to meet in the room in which
the lived, till her bodily infirmities were fo in-
creafed that the was no Jonger able to fuftain
their company, and the excrcifes of the meet-
ing. They then withdrew into another room
in her houfe, where the was tenderly remem-
bered in their prayers; and fhe was prefent in
pirit with them, and partook largely with them
in their exercifes and enjoyments. :

.

Mrs. OSBORN was efteemed as an emi-
nently pious, exemplary chriftian, by all who
. knew
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knew her. And‘even the irreligious and pro- -
fane had a degree of veneration for her, as a re-
markably good woman. Few or none have ob-
tained this charafter more univerfally than fhe
did, among all forts of people, who knew her or
heard of her: And not many women had a
more numerous acquaintance, or more exten-
five fame.  Many educated in her fchool were
afterwards fettled in diftant parts, and fpake in
favor of her chara&ter and fchool to their
friends and acquaintance. And as fhe had a
great refpe@t for the minifters ' of the golpel,
fhe correfponded with fome of them j and
many others vifited her, agreeable to her incli-
nation and defire, when they came to Newport,
as did many other religious perfons. By this,
as well as what bas been before mentioned, her .
name and charater was fpread abroad, as few
or gone who vifited her, went away unimprefl-
ed in her favor, as amiable in her converfation
and behavior, and eminently pious and benev-
oleat. 1In converfation fhe appeared remarka-
bly mild, pleafant and cheerful, and difcovered
a modelt, meek, humble, tender and benevo-
lent mind, impreffed with the ferious, impor-
tant and pleafing truths and duties of Chriflian-
_ity. The faw of kindnefs was in ber tongue
to an uncommon degree. She had a ftrong,
habitual averfiop to any thing like alperfing the
charafter of others, being careful to fpeak evil
of none; and when occplion offered, was dif-
pofed to fay all that could be faid with truth in
favor of the worft. She was often greatly
grieved and rendered very uncomfortable, -in
- companies

~
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companies where flander and detrallion took
place, and -would endeavor, when there was
opportunity, to divert the converfation from
topics fo difagreeable to her. This part of her
charafler, of which the above is an imperfeét

fketch, rendered her agreecable, and recom-

mended her to the efteem and affe&ion of all
religious perfons who were acquainted with her,
or heard a true report of her. And this pro-
cured to her the general approbation of all, of
every denomination and charalter, as an emi-
sently good woman.

IN the years 1766, 1767, there was an un-
common attention to religion, which turned the
thoughts of many to Mrs. Ofborn: They re-
paired to her as a known pious, benevolent
chriftian, to whom they could have eafy accefs,
that they might enjoy her counfel and prayers.
This was the occation of numbers reforting to
her houfe. When (he {aw this, and that the
number increaled, fhe was at a great lofs what
to do. She trembled with fear that if fhe en-
couraged their meeting at her houfe, it wounld
be going beyond her fphere, offend fome of her
chriftian friends, and give occafion to fome .not
friendly to religion, to {peak evil of her and of
religion, and fo do much more hurt than good.

On the other hand, fhe was afraid to difcour- .

age them, and refufe to let them come to her
and meet at her houfe, when under apparent
concern about their fouls, left, by this, their at-

' tention

R P




Mzrs. SARAH OSBORN. 77

tention and concern fhould abate and ceafe.
She advifed with her chriftian friends, and fome
minifters; and upon their advifing ber to en-
courage them and attend to them, fthe granted
them liberty to come, and appointed particular
times for their coming. The poor Blacks ap-
peared more generally concerned and engaged,
than others. They agreed to meet at Mrs. Of-
born’s on the evening of the Sabbath. She ad-
mirted them, on condition that they fthould be-
bave orderly in .coming and retiring, and al-
ways break up feafonably; and that thofe who
were’ not free fhould not come without the
confent of their mafters; and that they fhould:
not make any acknowledgment to her by at-
tempting any compenfation by prefents, or any

" other way ;. declaring. that fhe would not re-

ceive any thing of this kind from them. On
thele conditions- they convened in great num-
bers, commonly to the amount of fixty or
eighty, and fome times more. Mrs. Ofborn,
finding their attention was {o much to her, was-
greatly cautiousy fearing t> go beyond her line,.
as a woman, ip endeavoring to promote their
inflru€tion- and religious impreflions for the
good of their fouls, She ufed to fele& pafla-
ges of fcripture, which fhe thought would be
molt ufeful to them, and friom other religious-
books, and read them to them: And when fhe

- bad opportunity, fhe would invite fome chrift-

ian mao to pray with them. She took opportu-
nity to converfe with individuals, and fomc

times would- give a word of advice to them all.
. g _ And.
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And where fhe could, fhe obtained fome min-
ifter to preach to them, and converfe with
them ; the paftor of the church, to which fhe
belonged, not being able to attend.

Thefe meetings continued a year or more,
and were the means of the apparent reformation
of many, and of the hopeful converfion of a num-
ber.*

This

* Among whom were two in particular, who were flaves, but fome
years after joined to buy a ticket in a lottery, and drew a prize, by
which they Both ohtained their liberty. Their names were BristoL
Yamma,and Joun Quamine, Asthey were men of good natural a-
bilities, and appeared truly pious, and retaincd the knowledge of the
language of the nation from whence they were taken on the gold coaft,
it was thought proper te attempt to fit them to be miflionaries, to cn-
deavor to {pread the gofpel among the heathen Africans, their breth-
ren, for which they appeared greatly defirons.  To promote thisdefign
a confiderable collettion of money was made in New England.  And
the Socicty in Scotland for propagating chriftian knowledge, fent mo-
ney over, which was laid out on them to fit them for the propofed mif-
fion. But when thev were judged to be fit to enter on the miflion, the
war between Great Britain and Amnerica came on, which put a ftop' to
the defign.  And before the war was over the latter died ; and the
former not long after fcll into an ill ftate of health, and died allo. John
Quamine was brought from Africa when he was a boy. He faid
his father. was one of the chief men at Anamebo, and that he fent
him by the captain of a Guincaman to America, to be put to fchool and
inftruéted in the learning of this country; which the captain engaged
todo : But, contr.ry to his promifes, he fold him a flave for life. Afe
ter his freedom was obtained, and*he was preparing to go to Africa, a
letter was written toa black miflionary at Cape Coait Caftle, informing
him of the propolal of fénding him with his companion miflionaries to
Africz: And relating the fubttance of the ftory which John Quamine
told of his father,and the reafon of his being fent to America; and Cee
firing him to make inquiry refpecting the faét, and inform what he
thould learn concerning it.  The following is an extraét of his an{wer,

* Care Coast Castiy, AucusT 30,.1773.

wemasmnea ¢ It is with great pleafure and fatisfaltien ] acquaint you,
that my inguirics after the [rirnds and relasions of that gentleman have
not keen fruitlefs. The minute account which he has given you ot his
family and kindred is jult : For by inquiring, have found his father’s
name to be the fame as mentioned in your letter ; whro has been dcad
many years, His mother’s name anfwers your defcription ; who is
fill alive ; and whom [ have had the plealure of feeing. But the bow-
~'s of maternal afleQicn, in truth do 1 declare, appear to yearn and
¢ greatly
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This particalar refpeling the Blacks will bz
concluded by inferting here fome of her exer-
cifes on this occafion, found in her diary.

¢ Lord's Day evening, Nov. 23, 1766.—About
eighty fix below, and fourteen above; an hun-
dred, in all, here this night: The Lord com-
mand a bleffing for Chrift's fake. O for divine
influence! O thou dove of heaven, defcend.
I am waiting forinfluence from heaven. Lord,
except thou doft take the work into thine own
hand, all will come to nothing; the poor impo-
tents will either grow weary of the means, and
turn away from them: Or, if they.flill lie by

the

greatly agitate her, with tears of joy, like that of Jacob’s, when he,
heard that hi# beloved fon Joleph was yet alive. The joy it kindled
on the occafion, therexpeftation of feeing once more the fruit- of her
loins, before fhe, with her grey hairs. go'io the grave, fills her with ec-
ftafies refembling Jacob’s, who in rapturcs breaks forth, and fays, It is
enough ! My fon is yet alive ! T hope, throngh God’sblefling to fee him
before I die. His uncle’s name is the fame which you meation. In
fhort, every circumftance agrees with the defeription given me in your
letter  His uncle, or fome great perfonage of his family, who unow
spofleles his father’s eftate, defires with importunity that 1 would ear-
neftly petition you, for his returding to his native country as foon as
poffiole; and promifes that nothing (hall be wanting conducive to make
him, and all about him happy, and live {atislaforily among his own
kindred. The family unantmoully defire me to exprefs to you all the
thanks they are able to return for your paternal care and affettion ex-
prelted towards him.” .

It may here be added, that the way to this propofed miffion yet lies
open, and the imporiance of it. and the encouragement to it, are es
great as ever.  All that is wanted’is money, exertion, and miflionaries
to undertake it. There are religious blacks to be found who under-

-fland the language of the nations in thofe parta, who might be im-
proved, if properly encouraged. And if they were brought to em-
brace Chriftianity, and to be civilized, it would put a fiop to the {live
trade and render them happy. And it would open a door for a trade
which would be for the tempnral intere’} of both Americans and Afri~
cans. As attention 10 fending the gofpel to the heathen appears to be
row fpreading and increafing in America, it is hoped that the eyes of
many will be opened, to fec the peculiar obligations they arc under to
attempt to fend the gofpel to rhe Africens, whom we have injured and
abufed {o g-catly, cven more than #ny other people under beaven; it
being the belt and the only compenfation we can make,

’
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the pool, they will grow worfe and worfe. None-
can help them in; nor can any one, of himfelf,-

obtain bealing. O, dear Redeemer, come and

make them whole, for thine own honorand glo-
ry’s fake ; not for mine. Ifthey fhould all turn-
back and I fhould be reproached; What is my
name, to thy glory, and their falvation? I.
would have ne felf in pleading that thou wile.
crown my poor laboss with fuccefs; but a fin--
gle eye to thy glory. O that thou wilt order:
every ftep. I take, and guide me by thine eye,.
and employ me juft as thou wilt, only glorify.
thyfelfy and. flill ferve thyfelf of me. Here am:
I, Lord. Ufe me as thou wilt; only preferve
thine own honor, and it is enough.”

“ Monday morning, fanuar) @b, 1767.—It:

fnowed yeRterday, and 1. was not well; yet in-
~ the evening. I was more ftrong and lively ; and:
I truft God-did help me to coaverfe to the ed-

. ification of.the poor, dear fouli.. O Lord, feal .
- inftru@ion. Owpn thy wortblefs nething, and:
the glory thall be, it will be, thine forever. The
houfe was full, no weather ftops them. The"
Lord blefs- them ! Lord, teach me what thou:
wilt have me to do. Let me be influenced by
. divine teaching alone, and not.by Satan, or in--
dwelling:corruption: I:want none of their in-

fluence or teaching. Make me quick to dif-

cern what is fiom thee, and’ what is not. And:

© God, I pray thee, make the path of cuty

firaight and plain in this matter: And either {pirit

me to the work, and enable me-to do it judi--

cioufly, in fuch a manner as will ftand the teft,

“or clfe to lay it afide, and do nothing at all.
Lord,.

i

|
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Lord, may I approve myfelf to thee in all I do
~ in this matter, and have a" conflcience void of
. offence towards God, and towards man. 1
commit this caufe to thee. I would be influ-
enced by thy word. I have chofen it as my
rule to walk by.” :
- Not only Blacks; but numbers of other peo-
ple met at Mrs. Ofbora’s in thistime. A num-
ber of young men ufed to meet on the fame e-
vening with the blacks in 2 different apart-
ment ; for prayer, reading and religious con-
verfation. And on Monday evening a number
of young women from nine to twenty years
old, often dbove forty or fifty, met together at
her houfe, to enjoy her prayers and inftruttions.
Mrs. Ofborn at firlt was in doubt about the
propriety and expediency of praying with them.
But after maturely confidering the matter, and
feeking direftion, fhe concluded it was her du-
ty, and accordingly prafifed it, and read to
them, and gave them that inftruftion and ad-
vice, which fhe thought proper and important.
And they appeared {o attentive, and at times
fome of them were fo impreffed and affetited,
that fhe was encouraged to proceed. On
Tuefday evening a large number of boys met
in her room for a confiderable time to receive
her inftru@ion and bleffing. Wednelday even-
ing was devoted to the ftated weekly meeting
of the fociety of women. On Thurfday or
Saturday, or both, fhe catechized the children
of her fehool, when a number of children who
did not belong to her fchool often attended to
receive inftru@ion from her and hear her
prayers.
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prayers. On Fiiday evening a number of
heads of families ufed to meet at her boufe for
prayer and rcligious converfatiop; fo that ev-
ery week fome hundreds of perfons met at her
houfe for religious purpofes. This gave con-
ftant employ to Mrs. Ofborn, and called up
her auention, and ftrong and conftant exercifes
of mind, while fhe at the fame time prelided
in a large fchool of children. Some of her ex-
ercifes refpeting her houfe being thus crowded
with people for religious purpofes, were as fol-
lows, taken from her diary :

« Tuefday morning, Fanuary 27, 1767.—0O
my Lord and my God, appear for my help
now, as thou haft appeared for my help here-
tofore. Fain would I raifc a tribute of hum- |
ble praife and thank{giving for thy condefcen-
fion and grace to me in the year palt; for the
Lord himfelf bas vouchfafed to be my protec-
tion from errors and confufions, amidlt the
throng he has gathered round mg. To thee be
all the glory forever. 1In July laft the number
had amounfed to three hundred fouls. And
now the Lord has increafed jt to five bundred
and twenty five, who have ftatedly reforted
here. And yet no evil bas follpwed, though
my fears bave often been alarmed, with refpeét
to Lord’s day evenings; yet all is guiet, and
every company more {erioufly compofed and
fettled in fteadily purluing afier knowledge.
Bleffed be God, who indulges me with frequent
tidings of Blacks and little ones being more
concerned, and getting alone to pray. O that
the Lord, in his infinite wifdom, will carry on

' bis
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his own glorious work, in his own gradual way
which he has chofen; and confound all the
wifdom of the wife. WrYe have becn lotting
upon great and extraordinary impreffions upon
fouls here, and by great and extraordinary
means; but God will take his own way, and
ufe what clay and fpittle he pleafes to open
blind eyes, and caufe the walls to fall, by what
rams’ horns he pleafes. Amen. Let the moft
defpicable worm upon earth be employed for
God, that the glory may evidently be his own.”
‘¢ Tuefday, Fune 2, 1767.—Blefled be God,
who gave me G6pportunity to converfe with
forty two youn girls laft cveniig. The Lord
feal what was faid and read for inftruflion ; and
hear ‘my poot ‘cries- for converting grace. O
have mercy on- thefe fouls! Lord, fecure them
for ihiné own: O take the prey from the
mighty. Snatch them as brands out of the
‘burning, I pray thee. Thanks be to God for
the {olémnity, aflitance and refrethments of the
1aft €véning. O help me ftill to hope in thy
mercy, under -all difcouragements, thou faith-
ful, mercifal' God.”
. From the year 1770, to the time of the
Britifh taking pofleflion of Newport,'the church,
both male and female, ufed to hold their
‘monthly meetings at her houfe; as.this was pe-
culiarly agreeable to her, and fhe lived in a
convenient room. And there was a weekly
meeting at her houfe of a number of profeflors
for prayer; which continued moft of the time
during the war. Thus her houfe was indeed,
and in an eminent fenfe, A houfe of prayer.
U PART



PART IIL

ExTrRACTS from her Diary,

Thurfday, Fune 21, 1744.

ESTERDAY very much overcome in
God’s houfe, at the folemn ordination of the
Rev. Mr. Helyer. My heart was then filled
with joy and praifes; and God excited and
enabled me to breathe out wy foul in vehe-
ment cries to him for all needful grace, for his
fervant, and for his church. Rejoiced much
to think I was once more to enjoy the glorious
feaft, inftiuted by my dear Redeemer. I
longed to render a tribute of praife, and even
10 be fwallowed up with praifes all my life long,
becaufe God had fo gracioufly given wme the
defire of my heart. But, alas! how fhort liv-
ed are my praifes. All this day, with bodily
indifpofition and my own declining beart, I
have been as watcr heated; returning to my
former coldnels again, O! it makes eternity
glorious, that praifes fhall never ceafe.

Sabbath day, Fume 24.—This morning,
through the goodnels of God, to the fatisfaltion
and comfort of my foul, 1 was engaged in the
work of felf examinalion, 10 fee how the cafe
ftood between God and my foul, and found
caufe to blefs him, that, by his grace, “ I am
what I am.” Some time after that 1 was again

overcome
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overcome with a fenfe of the amazing goodnefs
of God to me, in giving me fuch a dear Paftor,
and atempted to -adore and praife him with
all my powers engaged. This was a fweet fea-
fon, for my heart was warmed. I 'went to the
houfe of God, but was too cool there. In the in-
termiflion feafon I truft 1 was ferious, but not
lively. But this afternoon, blefled be God, I
was filled with joy, grief, love, prayer and
praifes, God’s word being powerfully fet home.

1 was enlarged, in pleading for grace and

firength to be beflowed on my dear young
Paftor; that,though of himfelf he is infufficient
for bis great and difficult work ; yet, his fuffi-
ciency being of God, he might be made fuc:
cefsful.

Sabbath noon, Fuly 15.—Blefs the Lord, O
my foul, and forget not all his benefits. 1 have
been to the table of the Lord, and he brought
me into his banqueting houfe, and his banner
over me was love. 1 fat under his fhadow®
with great delight, and his fruit was fweet to
my tafte. My foul faid, It is good for me to
be here; I was enabled, with all my ggwers
engaged, to renew my dedication of myw to
God, and rejoice in my choice of him. T was,
in a meafure, brought to behold his glory in
the perfeQions of his nature, I- was enabled
to wreftle with him for vi@ory over my fins,
and to be made more holy. Thefe feemed to

- be my chief errands; and as 1 was pleading

that promife, ¢ They that have clean hands

fhall grow fironger and ftronger,” this promife

{feemed to be whifpered, I will ftrengthen thee, -
H - Lwill
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1 will uphold thee by the right. hand of my
righteoufnefs ; and fin fhall not have dominion
over thee.* . '

In time of partaking of the element of bread,
my heart feemed to be moft broken for fin :
When feeding upon bis broken body, I was
filled. with aftonifhment, and made to cry out,
¢ Lord, why me! Why haft thou given thy[elf
for me !” His blood was [weet to me, as it was
fhed for the remiffion of fins. At laRk 1 broke
eut in a rapture, ¢ I found the pearl of great- -
eft price, my heart doth {ing for joy.” I longed
to get flill nearer, while I feemed to be refting
and leaning on my beloved. :Surely 1 did find
him whom my foul loveth. O afonithing, all-
conquering grace! O bappy earneft of more
near and intimate commusnion ! O what a feaft
is this! O blefled Savior, for appointing fuch
an ordinance! O my%sul, blefs- God, for bring-

ing
* From Mre, Qfborpts .mamaer of expreffion here, and in a number
of other places, fome :mayfufpe& that ' fhe thought promifes were
made to her by fome.particular, immediate revelation, or, divine im-
pulfe, by which fhe.was aflured that they were then applied to her,
which would-be a'high 8egree of enthufiafm. The truth appears to
be this: She had a'fixed belicf and confidence, that the was 2 believer
in Jefus Chrif, and confequently interetted in ail the promifes con-
teined in the covenant of grace, and in the whole word of God,
whetherymade to the chureh colleflively, or to individuals, as the fer-
vants of God, or chriflians. Therefore, when her mind was quickened
and turned to fome promile, or any number of promifes in the word
of.God ; and influented to a firang belief and\'_a‘ﬂ'c&ing‘ fenfe of the
good things contained in them, and of the truth, reality, and excel-
lence of them, the confidered them as made or belonging to her: And
could not THeN doubt of it, as the evidence that fhe was a real chrift
izn would be clear and irrefiftible to her own mind, in proportico to
ker lively view and fenfc of Chrift, and the good things contained in
‘the promifes. In this way fhe confidered the promifes to be spplied
to her by the Spirit of God, as he was the author of that {piritual lenfe
aod difcerning, by which the promifes were brought into her view,
and fhe was led with firong faith and-affeltion to embrace them. And
this every chriffian has a warrant to do.~ See Heb. xiii, 5. compared
with Jath. i. g,
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" ing me to partake thereof. Thanks be to God,
- for fuch gracious fmiles upon his Church to-
day : That thou halt reftored this former priv-
ilege. Thanks be to God, for his prefence
with his poor, helplels, neceffitous worm.
Thanks be to God, for Jefus Chrift.

Sabbath noon, Auguft 26.—I defire to blefs
thee, my God, for the word ofthy gracel have
been favored with. O Lord, help me to
wreftle with thee for the minifters of thine ev-
erlafting gofpel. O Lord, let thy word run
and be gloriied. O grant, that thy labourers

may, by [preading the gofpel net, catch great
~ numbers of fouls. O fend forth thy light, and
shy-truth, into the dark cerners of the earth!

Monday morning, Auguft 27.—1 defire with
unfeigned lips to praile the name of ey God,
for he did meet with me in his houfe, in the
afternoon, and gave me the fame coinpaflion-
ate look he gave his Peter; which, in one mo-
ment, diffolved me into penitential tears. I
blefs thee, dear Lord, that I heard the differ-
ence between a legal, and an evangelical re-
pentance, and that at the fame time I dared
appeal to thee, that it was thy dear, thy fweet
look, that pierced my heart, and caufed mine
eyes to flow. O, that logk is worth more than
a million of worlds! O fweet Jefus! 1 adore
thee as a God of infinite power, becaufe thou
haft looked fuch a rebel heart as'mine into re-
pentance. O Lord! I abhor myfelf,- becaufe -
I have finned againft fuch dear love and grace. -
Oh! it is more than enough that thine enemies
dithonor thee : But that I fhould do it is in-

tolerable
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tolerable ingratitude! O dear Jefus! Rill took
me into deeper repentance. Look me into
faith. Look me into flaming love and zeal.
Look me into conftant and univerfal obedience
to all thy juft,-holy, good commands. A look
will do all this. Do but look, dear Lord, Sa-
tan fhall flee before thee : Every rebel luft
fhall quit the field: Unbelief; pride, hypocrify,
felf confidence. If thou wilt work only by a
look, none fhall let. Only look, and every
grace fhall at once, be up and doing, all upon
the wing to execute thy commands, and to em-
brace thee.—O my foul, what mean thefe
trembling fears at one time and another, that
one or-other of thy Jufts: will prove thy ruin.
when only a look of. Chrift can conquer them
all. O look unto him by faith, for all fupplies
of grace and ftrength: He will look upon thee
and help thee. '

O Lord, blefs thine handmaid, who has lift-
ed under thy banner. O make her faithful
unto death. Lord, let the covenant ftand
ratified and confirmed in heaven. O be with
her of a truth, throughout her warfare, and
make her valiant for the truth at all times. - O
fill her precious foul with the gifts and graces
of thy blefled Spirit, and make her an orna-
ment to her profeffion all her days. I blefs
thee, O Lord, that 1 have been permitted to
fee one addition more made to thy church. O
_add daily to it, of fuch as fhall be faved. O
make this vine flourith, and build up the walls

of thy Jerufalem.
Wedne/day
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Wednefday evening, Oober 3.—~Blefled be
God, I have been kept, for the moft part of this
week, in a cheerful lively frame, depending on
God for every thing needful for foul and body.
Yefterday morning, in an efpecial manner, I
had accefs to the throne of grace, had my mouth

filled with arguments, and did, 1 trwft, in the

arms of faith and prayer, carry my children to
Jefus for fpiritual bleflings :—Rejoiced in bim
as a glorious conquerer, as able to fubdue the
ftubbornnefs of their wills, as a Levi’s and mine.

O Lord, in mercy overcome them by thy fove-

reign grace. Lord, pity themy and work by
whom thou wilt work ; fend by whom thou wilt
fend. I will not dare to limit the Holy One of
Ifrael, though I fhould rejoice if thou wouldeft
make poor worthlefs me, an inftrument to do
them good. But if thow deny me fuccefs in
converfation, yet, for Jefus’ fake, forbid me not
to pray, neither let me be ftraitened in prayer
for them; but help me, O my God, to pra
earneftly for thofe who will not yet he perfua(f-’
ed to pray for themnfelves. O Lord; awaken
them, that they may pray aHo, and do thou
hear, not for our fake, but for thine own fake,
that the riches of thine own grace may be glo-
rified, admired, and adored, to all eternity.
Tucfday evening, Oétober go.~1 defire to re-
cord, to the praife and glory of God, that he has
this day been very gracious to me. In the
morning, I was enabled to rife early, and dedi-
cate myfelf anew to him. This afternoon the
clouds gathered blacknefs, fo that it was very

dark, and looked awfully. 1 fpoke to my
' h ‘ shildren,

~N



90 MEMOIRS or [1745.

children, and defired them to be filent, which
they immediately complied with, and I perceiv-
ed an unufual folemnity among them in gener-
al, and prefently one of them rofe, and defired
me to pray with them, which I joyfully did,
and was much affefted and enlarged in pleading
with God, for grace for them, that they might.
be brought favingly home now in the days of
their youth; and fuch vifible convi&tions I
never faw before in them. There were fix, in
particular, who feemed- quite diftrefled, and
wept very much, while I was praying, and talk-
ing to them for nearly an hour; and they con-
tinued grave and ferious till fchool was done.
The Lord in mercy faften conviQion, and nev-
er fuffer it to ceafe till it end in a found con-
verfion. O that I might fee fo much of the
prefence of God every day in awakening my
little ones. - .

ST SR

Tuefday, Fanuary 1, 1745.

LORD, I blefs thee that thou haft broughe
me to fee the return of another new year’s
day: And now, O my God, afit me, and [
will renew the decdication of myfelf, foul and
body, with all my faculties and members to
thee. Lord take a freth, a free, a full and
everlafling .pofleflicn of me; for I proteft to
thee I am thine own. Lord, I am thine, for-
ever thine, blefled be thy name. I am not
only fo by creation and prefervation, but by
Redemption too; yea, and thou art my cov-
enant God, O Loxd, for this my foul rejoic--

: , €s.
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joices. O my God, my only portion, | proteft
I renew my choice of thee, and rejoice in it
more than in all this world, ten thoufand times
over. O my God, now for Jefus’ fake I ‘be-
feech thee. hear the woice of my fupplication.
Lord, pardon the iniquities of the year paft:
Forgive me, dear Lord, for all my worldly
mindednef(s, coldnefs in religious duties, unprof.
itablenefl under the means of grace, want of
love to thee and thy children, want of faith,
holy zeal and courage in thy caufe, omiflion of
duties, fecret, or relative. O Loerd, my fins are
paft finding out ; I cannot reckon them up in
order unto thee. Lord, pardon mine iniqui-
ties, for they are very great. O, blefled be
thy name, there is forgivenefs with thee for fins:
of a crimfon die, and the, to whom thou forgav-
eft much, loved much. Therefore, O my God,
that I may affuredly know that my fins which
are many, arc forgiven, make me love much.
O Lord, blow upon the fpark of love in my
foul, and make it flame fo vehemently, that .
many ‘waters caanot quench it, neither the
floods drown it.- Lord, if I love much, I fhall
obey much, for they who love thee keep thy
commandments. O let this grace be in lively
exercife ali the enfuing year, if I live to fee it,
and. beftow on. me all the other graces of thy
bleffed Spirit, for Jelus’ fake. Amen. :
Monday morning, May 15.—Laft evening I
went to fee the dear Mr. Helyer, who told me
1 a few days:more would make the turning point.
;‘ And as he earneftly entreated us that were a-
v+ round him, whom he called his friends, to prfay-
: or
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for him, Lord, I befeech thee teach me for what
and how I ought to pray. O Lord, in the arms
of my faith and prayer I would bring this thy

dear fick fervant to thee, even him whom thou-

loveft, and beg thou wilt make his bed - now.
Lord, eafe his pain, by darting the beams of
thine everlafting love into his foul : Now, now,
Lord, let him begin to reap the fruit of all his
labors of love: Now let him tafte and fezl that
the Lord is gracious. ' O. now, thou biefled jJe-
fus, kifs him with the kiffes of thy mouth. O,
if it be thy will, let him triumph over the king
of terrors.” Lord, let his will be fwallowed up-
in thine, and grant that he may bear a teftimony:
for God in his laft breaths. Lord, I blefs thee,.
that thou haft fcattered his clouds, and that he-
is panting after thee. Q fuffer not Satan any-
more (0 darken his evidences. Abba, Father,
with thee all things are poflible. Thou. canfi,.
if thou pleafe, yet raife him. I leave him im
thy merciful hands, and beg thou wilt bow my-
fubborn will to thine, for Jefus’ fake. Amen..
Monday cvening, May 27. This morne

ing it pleafed the great and glorious God' .

" to take to himfelf my dedr, dear Mr.” Helyer..
O he is gond from me. I fhall never more:
hear any of his precious fermons or folemm
counfels. O my God, preferve me from mur:
muring at thine holy hand. I defire to blefs.
thy dcar name, that thou didft lend worthlefs-
me fo fweet a paftor, fo long: And now thow
haft in “iofinite wifdom bereaved me of my:
thepherd, I would give myfelf wholly to thee,

thou great thepherd and bifhop of fouls, O: -

|

i
i
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be thou my all. Now, Lord, thou haft laid
thy hand heavily upon me: Thou haft touched
me in a tender part: Thou haft cutoffa fiream,
from which much comfort has flowed to my
poor foul: Now, my God, appear for me, and
refrelh my foul with fireams more immediately
from the fountain. Lord, fané&ify thine hand
to me, to bis dear confort and all relations, to
my dear aged Paftor, to the whole Church. O
let this awful difpenfation of thy providence
awaken fecure fouls, and quicken the awaken-
ed. O let the fruit of all be to take away fin.
d.ord, I confefs thou might jultly deprive me
of all precious means: But pity me, dear Lord,
and il afford us the means of grace. O give
us a Pafltor after thine own heart. Blefled be
thy name, the refidue of the Spirit is with thee. -
Lord, I defire to truft thee for all future e-
vents; but I beg, I befeech thee, bring me
nearer to thy blefled felf, by this great turn in the
wheel of thy providence. O Lord, enable me
to be, in good earneft, preparing to follow Aim,
who through faith and patience is gone to'in-
herit the promifes. O Lord, hear me; Lord,
anfwer me, for Jefus Cbrift's fake, in whole
name I beg all, to whom be glory forever. A-
men. : ' '

Now, with forrow of heart, I am again going
to record the repeated blow of God’s hand, in
bereaving me, and the mournful church to
which I belong, of our dear aged Paftor, the
Rev. Mr. Clap, who died on Wednefday even-
ing, Oétober 3o, 1745. The Lord in mercy
fanQify this rod, and enable us all to fee it, agd
whe

Sw
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who it is who hath appointed it, and with truly
refigned, humble foulsto fay, % The Lord gave,
the Lord hath taken away : Bleffed be the
name of the Lord.” Lord help us to blefs thee,
that .thou haft induiged us fo long with fo em-
inent a man of God, and O, for thy mercy’s
fake, pardon our iniquities, and go on ftill o
be gracious to us, and give us another Paftor,
after thine own heart. Lord, dire@ thy people
in choofing fuch an one as thou wilt delight to
blefs, and incline the heart of thy fervant to
accept the invitation. O keep out all conten-
tion, thou God of peace and love. Unite thy
church in peace and econcord. . O blefled le-
fus, thou great Shepherd and Bithop of fouls,
fuffer us not to be fcauered as theep without a
thepherd. O preferve us from wolves. in
fheep’s clothing. O King Jefus, thou: great
head of. the ¢hurch, we truft we are  a vine of
thine own right hand’s planting. O delight to
build us up, and not to pluck usdown. - Lord,
help usto caft all our care upon thee: But, O
pour out upon us a {pirit of prayer and fuppli-
cation, that in every thing, thereby, with thankf-
giving, we may be making known our requefts
to God, and O hear for Jefus’ fake.
. On Monday, "November 4, the dear and
venerable Mr. Clap was decently interred, at-
tended by a numerous throng of people, of all
ranks and denominations. O that all who fol-
lowed him forrowfully to his grave, might joy-
fully meet him in the morning of the refurrec-
“tion: And, O my God! grant that I, thy poor
worm, may then fee his face with joy. Lord,
' forgive
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forgive me that I have improved his precious
counfels and folemn warnings no better. Lord,
humble me for this, and at the fame time ac-
cept of praifes, that thou didft make him fo
dear and helpful to me. Thou, Loid, knoweft
~ how oft thou haft fet home thy word, difpenfed
| by him, with power irrefiftible upon my poor
" {oul, fometimes to aroufe, convince and awaken
. me, fometimes to ftrengthen and eftablith my
faith, fometimes to encourage me in the way
of duty, fometimes to remove doubts and fears.
Lord, thou knoweft, alfo, how fweet it was to
me to have recourfe to him in all times of difhi-
culty and trial, and how ready he was to af-
ford me his counfels. For all thefe favors,
Lord, 1 would humbly blefs and adore thee,
thou blefled author and beftower of them: And
fince thou, in thine all wife providence, haft
deprived me of all thefe former privileges, and
1 can never more in this world have recourfe
to thy fervant for any folemn counfels, I be-
feech thee, dear Lord, 1 befeech thee, that I
may bhave more free recourfe to thy blefled
felf. O give me accefs to thy throne, that in
every thing, by prayer and fupplication, with
thaok{giving, I may be making known my re-
. quefts unto thee. O, now thou art removing
_ the means and infitruments by which thou waft

wont to convey the graces and comforts of thy

bleffed Spirit to me, O now refreth my weary

“fin fick foul, with ftreams more immediately
from the fountain, and guide me by thine un-

erring counfel. Lord, in thine own time reflore

the means of grace, I befeech thee, and grant I

. may
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may be made meet for heaven, and reccive me
to glory, for Jefus' fake.®

Sabbath Day, Fuly 28.—The week palt I
have, through God's goodnefs, been carried
fafely to fec my mother, where I faw a letter to
her from , in ‘which he feefns to inti-
mate his fears that 1 am much lifted up with
{piritual pridé, and ftand in. great need of cau-

: tion

& What relates to Mr. Clap’s death and foneral is infated here,
thaugh he died five months afier the deceafe of Mr, Helyer, that the
whole, which Mrs, Ofborn wrote relating to the death of her cwe dear
and waorthy paftors might be together.

Mr. Nathasiel Clap was born at Dorchefter, near Bofton, A, D.
1667. He had his public education at Harvard College in Cam.
bridge. Begen to preach at Newpost (Rhodeifland) A. D. 1695, and
. continued a preacher of the gofpel there to A, D. 1780, when he
was ordained paftor of the firlt congregational church in Newport.
He died Oftober 30, 1745, in the 78th yesr of his age. He left no
family, having never becu married, ¢ °

He was the father of the congregational interelt in Newport. When ~
he firft began to preach there, he had but a {mall number of hearers,
who had no houfe for public worlhip. His congregation foon in-
creafed in number and refpeflability, Bat be continued there twenty
five years before a {ufficient number appeared qualified and difpofed
to unite in forming into a chriftian ¢hurch, Yet he lived to fee two
refpeftable congregations, which rofe from this fmall beginning, who
built two decent houfes for public worfhip, which continue, and are
improved to this day. .

Mr. Clap was univerfally refpefled, &s a man of eminent piety.
Mr. Callender, who preached his funeral {ermon, fays, ¢ The main
firoke in his charaller, was his sMinNeNT tancTiTY 20d rigTY,
and AN ARDEINT DEMIRE to promote the knowledge and praftice
of true godlinefs in others.”” He was remarkable for taking. rest
pains to get the attentjon of ‘children and fervants; and to m&m&
them in thofe things which were fuited to promote their falvation,

When the infirmities of ,old age increafed upon him, the church
and congregation invited Mri Jonmathan Helyer to-f{ettle colles,
with Mr. Clap. He was bora in Bofton, April 19, 1719, and educatad
at the college in Cambridge. He came to Newport, September 11,
1743, and wasordained Juoe 20, 1744. But he did not live u year af-
ter this. He died of a confumption, May 27, 1745, aged 8y ycars.
He was a man of fervent piety. His miniftry was :ttcn!cd with great
fatisfa@ion, and growing fuccéfs, end the congregation wis greatly in-
creafed in the fhort time®in which he lived. = Thus the church and cone
gregation were bereaved of both of their beloved paftors, in the fpace
of five months
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tion from cheiflian friends. Lord God Al.
mighty, thow fearcher of hesrts, thou trier of the
reine, convince me, 1 befeech thee, if this be
the principle I have afled upon, in communi-
cming to othbers thy remarkable, gracious deal-
ings with my foul. O Lord, the jealoufics of
thine own experienced children make me jeal-
ous too. O fearch me, and try me, and fuffer

me not to deceive myfelf. O, is it indeed fo ?

Have 1 been praQically faying to any, Staad
by thyfelf, for 1 am holier than thou ? ‘boafting
myfelf, as though 1 were fomething of myfelf?
Lord, if this has been the cafe, O convince
and humble me, for thou knowelt I thought I
boafted in nome but thee. Thou knoweft I
thought it was thy love conftrained me thus to
fpoak, and declare thy wonderful works. O

Loxd, pity me, for thou knoweft how oft con-

fcience reproves me for being fo ungrateful to
thee, fo litile fpeaking to thy praile and ﬁ:ory,
and I think jultly too. But, Oh! how fhall I
behave! If I fpeak, I lumble and grieve even
thy dear children and fervants. Lord, dire&t me,
and O haften the time when I fhall find no
more backwardnefs to praife thee, nor fear of
giving offence or grieving any ; but fhall chant
forth praifes threughout an endlefs eternity. I
blefs thee, O my God, that there is a day of
Judgment appointed, wherein the fecrets of all
hearts will be difclofed, and I traft it will ap-
pear, that the litile zeal and gratitude I have
fhown did proceed from right principles,
through the infinite riches of thy grace in ]«fus
Chrift. In the meantime, help me daily to

' § approve
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approve myfelf to thee, who infallibly knowelt
my heart, and grant I may be a flumbling
block to none in any refpe@l. O quicken me,
Lord, in thy way, for Jelus' fake.

Friday morning, September 12.—Lalt even-
ing I went to vifit my dear Sufa, who is fick,
and rejoices in hope of being fick unto death,
She tells me, that every approach of death is
welcome. There is nothing that fhe bas the
leaft defire to flay to fee accomplithed, except
the fettlement of the church, and that the can
cheerfully leave with its great Hegd. She thus -
addreffed herfelf to me: Dear Mrs. Ofborn, as
you love me, I entreat you, nay, I charge you,
not to be earneft with God for my life. Afkit
on no other terms than if it is moft confiftent with
his glory, and his baving fomething for me to
do. O pray with fubmiffion, O, I long for
one chriftian friend, to unite with me in plead-
- ing with God, to take me to himlelf, that I may
.be freed from the body of fin and death. And
now, my God, 1 defire to commit the cafe of

this thy dear <bhild to thee. O deal with ber
as may moft confift with thy glory. If thou
haft any thing for her to do, tbat fhe may flill
glorify thee on earth, O fpare her to a mif-
erable world and to me, that we may Rill get
good by her.. Lord, thou knoweft how dear
thou hatt made her to me, by the bonds of
fpecial grace : Surely our very fouls have been
kait together as one foul, and thou alone know-
eft how great the lofs of her. will be to me.
Neverthelefs, Father, thy will be done. 1f it
does moft confitt with thy glory, O take he(;-
- an
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and farisfy the defires of her longing foul, and
let her be full of God. But, O my God pity
me:-And if thou feet meet to cut oﬂ' this
fiream too, O fix- my whole heart and foul on
thy blefled felf. O be thou my everlafling all.
Dear Lord, fan&ify thy dealings with me, Ermg
me nearer thyfelf by all, and hear every petition
thy dear child may put up for me, while fhe
hves, for jcfus' fake.

L

Thurfday cvening, Felruary 18, 1747.

I HAVE been this evening to fee my dear,
dear Sufa, who has been wont to refrefh my foul
with her fweet and edifying converfation; and,
bleffed be God, bas at this-time been made an
inftrument to warm my heart. The Lord grant
the impreffions may be abiding. } am afton-
ithed to find what a lively, zcalous and allive
life. fhe lives, to what poor worthiefs 1 do:
What vehement love,and firong faith, the is in the
daily exercife of : Longing after God and per-
fection in holinefs, while poor I grovel in this
low earth. Lord, fir me up to imitate her,
wherein fhe imitates the blefled Jefus. O fanc-
tify this conference, I befeech thee. Lord,
thy grace is free, and thou canft as eafily be-
flow it on unworthy me, not for my fake, but

for - thine own honor’s fake. Lord, pity and

revive me alfo. O let thy grace triumph over
mine unworthinefs, and bring me nearer to thy
bleffed felf. O remember thy gracious prom-
ile, and heal my backﬂldmgs, for Jefus’ fake.
Amen, Sabbath
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_ Sabbath day, May 3.—Thid is she third ab-
bath that [ have already bees derained - from
the public worfhip, the fisft by a great cold,
the fecond and lalt by a. ceurfe of phyfic, which
-confiires me to the houfe. O that while I am
utsg means for the rocovery of my bodily
hedlth, my foul may not grow more fick. O
_¢hat an indiflereice- to the boufe and worlhip
of God may not 'come_‘upon..tne?‘nbw 1.am
hindered from going there. Lord, meet me,
and condefcend to comunie with me. Hear
the prayers of thy minifters and people, for
thofé neceffarily delafhed, and fénd me a blefl
-ing out of thine howfe.. O give me a double
pportion of  thy bleffed Splrit,” that while I-am-
. danied the ule of erdinances, 1 mayi epjpy the
God of ordinances. Liord, I thank thee for the
affiftance thou haft this-day-gramed me in draw.
ing near to thee. 1 thank thee, for thofe thitft-
ings after grace I bave this day experitnced.
O God, hear and grant thofe petitiens for in-
creafe of grace and {trength to do thy will. Now,
Lord, make me to know affuredly how the cafe
fiands between thee and me. If I am oot
- grafted into the true vine, the Lord Jefus
Chrifty it is no wonder 1 do not thrive and
~ flourifh. O, if this be the cafe, for Chrift’s fake
convince me, and let me be grafted into him,
.and have real vital union to him ; and if this
be now the cale, if I am really united to bim
by faith, then, Lord, caufe me to derive fpirit-
‘ual firength from him, who is the head of in-
fluence. Dear Jefus, it has been a long, cold,-
dark winter with me, My graces have l;’;cn
ng
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long nipt and withering ; but O! as it is now
fpring time, and thou art caufing the warm beams

" -of the fun, and refrcthing fhowers to defcend

.on the earth, fo that every herb and tree re-
joices, and grows, and bloffoms, fo, Lord, fhed
abroad the inflaence of thy grace, and I fhall
yet grow, and bring forth fruie. O, nothing is
too hard for thee. Thou .canft yet caufe,
that. the beautiful lineaments of the Lamb of
God may be more feen in me day by day. O
help me, Lord, to lay hold on thy ftrength, and
bold out to the end. O let me ¢ run.and not
be weary, walk and not faint.”

M

Sabbath cvening, February 21, 1748.

I AM now within a few hours arrived at
-the age of thirty four years, and furely I have
had esperience of the goodnefs of the Lord,
all. my life long, and efpecially fince I have
avouched him to be my God. It is now bet-
ter than eleven years fince I folemnly gave my-
felf up, in covenant, to him and his church;
and notwithftanding all the fears and tempta-
tions 1 have had from the world, the flelh and
the devil, yet hitherto the Lord hath. belped
me, and, blefled be his name, preferved me
from falling into any open, fcandalous, fins, to
the difhonor of his dear name and my pro- .
feflion. .I wil therefore humbly truft, that he
will fill keep and « preferve me by his mighty
power, through faith unto falvation:” And, O

my God, fuffer me not to dithonot thee by a
~ ! ) COld’

~
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cold, lifelels converfation ; hut enahble.me. to
« adorn the do@rine of God my Savior in alk
things.” O may I {o behave mylelf, that all a-
round me wmay take knowledge of me, that [k
have indeed been with Jefus. . Lord, help me
to live in the conftant exergife of every grace.
O bring me near to thyfelf: Give me trans-
forming views: Reinftamp thy beautiful imaje;
more and more, upon mwy poer foul ;. Mcet me
in all duties and ordinances, and let me he by
them fitted 10 meet thee in glory, for Jefus”
fake, on whom all my hopes sre greunded ; <o
whom with thee, and thy blefled Spirit, be ex-
erlafting praifes. Amen.
Fune 4.—1 have this week beento fee py
dear Sufa, and found much caufe to rejoice,
and blels God, who is caufing his grece 1o trie
umph, and making her more thau & torqueros
through him that has loved hery in sthat he is
-enabling her to fpeak as higbly and honerably °
of Chrift as though fhe was under the modt
clear difcoveries and lively manifeflations,
which, dhe aflures me, ‘is aot the <sfe.. The
Lord in meney firengthen her yet mose, and
grant ber grand enemy may nev: r get-an advan-
tage againf ber; and 1 trull he mever fhal,
fince her dependence is all on the Losd Jefus,
And now, my God, [ have feea what great
things thou art enabling thy child. to do, wbile
the is flying to, and relying on Choift by faib::
Help me alfo, in like manner, 10. inake gmet nle
of my dear Redeemey. Loud Jefus, if thou
wilt flzengthen me, 1 can do all things ton. Qh
why, my foul, dofl thou fo oft 6t dowa dilcour-

aged,
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aged, fince there is fuch fulne(s and fuﬂicnency
in the glorious Mediaior, that great Prophes
and High PricB, who has undertaken for me,
abat bleffed King, nnder whole banner I am
Hﬂ.cd';!hs.wﬂircﬁe Joag {et his foot on the neck
of hig.enemies.. Corse, my foul, roufe up, and
o againt in: the Brength of the Lord Jehovah.
Who. cam-tell ‘but thou mayeft yet be a grow-
ing chriftian, notwithBanding all thy chnefs.
Jord, grant it for Jefus’ fake,

Fune. 13.~1 would fuin write as- oe who
bas lifted under the :banner of the Lord chus,
that great Capain of pur falvation, via, without
complaints, dilcouragements and feking fears.
} wouwld fain joy and triumph tn my great Re-
deemicr, amidt all difhculvies; but, alas! the
whenls, of the foud are foctaken off by fin, thas
k drive-on mery beawily in- the -road. “Never-
thvclefs, this ¥ will {ay; the fault is all my own.

" There is fireogth enough in Chril for me, if &
bad but fkill, by faith, to derive it from him.
O how plainly do I fee this, © will not eome to
me,” as well as ¢ cannon” Losd, fubdue this
will, and all thall be welk. .1 will run to thee,
-shafp thee. in the aems-of faith, and rejoige in
thes, though' earth and. hell were combined a-
geinit me. Lo Jefws, pity thy rebellions
.woem,.and now, as at the fir}, fubdug me to
thyfelf. - :Lord, I hefeech thee have compaflion
an me, and pity, pity, Lorid, the foul that longs
for a freedomifrom fin end for increafe of grace.
O graat it for thine own honor’s fake, not for.
mme, be i known uato me, Amen and Amen.

- Thur{doy

t
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Thurfday morming, Scptcmbcr 7, 1749- '

O MY God, fince, by the permilion and
* concurrence of thv providence, I am-determined
to fet out on a journey this. morning,.I would

now fly to thee, and befiege the throne of thy

grace, that 1 may have thy gracious prefence with

me and my dear comfort. O Lord, except

thou go with me, let me not ftir hence. Pre-

ferve me in all my ways ; and O that:thou

,wouldeft condefcend to draw near to me, and in-
.cline me to commune with thee :while freed
from the incambrances of bufinefs. ‘O let not
my vain frothy heart, be taken up with trifling

pleafures, neither ket me be hewing out broken

cifterns, while 1 am pleafing myfelf with hopes

-of being refrefhed by chrftian: converfation.

Lord, blefs this to me, if it be thy will; buten-

able me to fly from all dependence on any

thing, but Chrilt Jefus, the head of all gracious

influences. Thither let me fly—there relt and

bathe my weary foul, which has long been at

an awful diftance. O let me enjoy thee in my

journey, and that will be a thoufand times.

more comfortable than all ether enjoyments

can be. O let thy glory, 1 befeech thee, lie

exceedingly near my hgart, and be the ultimatg:

end of all my aQions. Lord, thou alone know-

eft what lies before me. I defire to fubmit

myfelf, foul and body, with all wy- affairs, - in

Jife or death, to thy care. The Lord blefs my

fricnds, to whom I am going. The Lord blels

all dear to me, whom I leave -behind ; in fpe-
'¢ial thine handmaids, who take care for me.
Lord,
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Lord, make things ealy and comfortable for
them. Let not their comumunion with thee be
_intesrapted, but abundanily refrefh their fouls
with the incoming of thy blefled Spirit.  Blefs
thy fervant, my dear Pallor, with the bef} of
bleffings, with his dear confort and litle one.
Blefs all my flock of little ones, and grant that,
if I fhould never mest them here again, I may
meet them at thy right hand in the great and
laft day. Blefs all under this roof, with fpirit-
ual blefings. And bear thefe petitions, ' and
grant them, not for my fake, but for Jelus' fake.
Amen, L

L

~ Auguf 20, 1750.

-1 HAVE at this time bad the moft fweet
commupion with God in prayer, that I bave
experienced this long time. . God has difcov-
ered to me much of his perfe@ions, and cauled
_ me to rejoice in him, as a fajthful unchangeable
God, my only portion. and happinefs, and in
Chrift Jefus as a fuitable Savior, jult fuch an -
one as I 'want. O how does the ilweemefs of
enjoying God in duty exceed all other pleal-
ures, -and render them trifling. Surely, com~
pared with this, they are all very vanity and
nothing. The Lord make me thankful for this
golden feafon, and yet preferve we from de-
pending on it, for Jefus’ fake.

Auguft 22.—1 defire to record, with a truly
gratetul foul, that God has. permitted me to
draw near to him in prayer, and other dauties,

every
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every day this week. ' O what fhall I render
to the Lord for all his benefits? Now let me
take the cup of falvation, and pay unto the
Lord my vows. O Lord, ﬁrenFthqn me by
thy grace, that I may do fo, I beleech thee, for
Jefus’ fake, to whom be glory forever. Amen,

Sabbath evening, March 10, 1751.

1 WOULD now record to the praife of God,
and for my future encouragement, that I have
this day been permitted to wait upon God in
his houfe and at his table ; and, adored be bis
“name, I was not fuffered to be altogether bar-
ren. No: God there enlarged my defires af-
ter Chrift, and grace. I longed to be made
holy, yea, completely fo, and for the utter de-
firu&tion of every fin. 1 dreaded returning to
the praétice of it, but knew 1 fhould if left to
" myfelf. 1 was enabled to fly to that promife
which truth itfelf has made, that he will put his
fear into his people’s hearts, and they fhall not
depart from him. Here I feemed to derive
fome firength, and again to hope for perfever-
ance in grace to the end. My fins' indeed ap-
peared as a thick cloud, and of a crimfon and

fcarlet die ; but that gracious promife in Ifaiah

i. ¢ Though your fins be as fcarlet, they fhall
be white as fnow, &c.” revived me much. In
a word, the merits of Chrift, and riches of
God’s grace, in and through him, appeared in-
_ finitely great, and, with the woman of Canaam,
1 knew that the lca{t crumb, or drop, applied,

\ would :
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would be fufficient .-for me. And now, O my
God, I would praife and adore thee for thine
amazing goodnefs to me, thine unworthy worm,
that, notwithftanding all my unbelieving fears
and other abomipations, thou haft again tri-
umphed over my unworthinefs, and thown me,
that ¢ where fin bas abounded thy grace has
much more abounded.” Now will I fet up
mine KEbenczer, for lo! thefe fourieen years,
has God preferved me, fince I gave up myfelf
to him and his Church, in an open and folemn
manner. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and for-
get not all his benefits, who forgiveth thy fin,
who healeth thy difeafes ; who crowneth thee,
with loving kindnefs and tender mercy. Blefs
the Lord, O my foul, for hitherto he has help-
ed.thee. And now, O Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, I renew my choice of thee, for mine
only and eternal portion, and anew give up my-
felf, foul and body, to thee, to be thine, and
thine only, forever. Lord, 1 commit mine e-
termal all into thy merciful and faithful bands,
believing that thou wilt_ gracioufly keep what I
have committed to thee till that day, for Jefus'
fake. Amen.

. Saturdey, Auguft 31.—1- have, through the
goodnels of my God, this week been kept for
the molt part, in a thoughifs! frame, and at
fomctimes, I truft, in the lively exercife of.
grace. At leflure, the Rev. Mr. Vinal treated
on the afcenfion of ny glorious Redecmer:
_And O, if 1 am indeed rifen with him, let me
now in good earneft « fet my affeCtions on

things above, where Clrift is.”  Lord, artthou
. alcended



108 - MEMOIRS ov. - [i75n

alcended on high, far above-all heavens,exaked
at thy Father’s right hand, peffcfied of all -the
. glory and majefty of an infmite God, snd doft
thou, mnotwithRanding, - econdefcend to vifit fo
vile and defpicable a worm as me, by the in- -
fluences of thy blefled Spirit -here ; and mare
than this, art thou gone to prepare » place for
me, that 1 may ere Jong be with thee to behold
thy glory? Amazing grace. Infinite floop!
Well, fince infinite power is engaged, that fame
Savior, who, by the virtue and energy of his
own Godhead, raifed him{el from the dead,and
afcended up into heaven by his power, to- take
poffeflion for me, will {urely-accemplifh what is
lacking in me, and by the {ame power carry on
the glorious work he has begun in my foul.
Amen. So come, Lord Jefus. '

I now folemnly renew my choice of thee, in
‘all thy offices, with all thy benefits: Yea I
would, by faith, adopt Three: glorious Perfons,
in one cternal Godhead, for - mine -everlafti
portion. ©O bappy portien! Lord, 1 - {olemnty
declare, I am and will be thine for éver -and
ever. o oo -
Blefled be God, amidft all my -declenfions
and failings, as to the performance of duties,
I have never yet revoked the - bargain 1 made,
when 1 covenanted with God fer him te be
mine, and I to be his forever. No, no : -In this
I will rejoice. O may this covenant fand rat-
ified and confirmed in heaven. Lord, by thy
grace aflifting, 1 will be for thee, and none

other.
SARAH OSEORN.
Tuefday,
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.+ Tuefday, September 3.—I was perminted to
_ go'to' God’s'houfe and table, and there was re-

frefhend, firft,in hearing the marks and evidences

of love 16 God, a8 choofing’' God, in himfelf, be-
cddie ‘of his perfe&ions, for our only portion,
above all others : Acquiclcing in his adorable
fovereignty, in the way of falvation : Loving

Chrift, as he is the exprefs image of his Father's

perlon, full of grace and truth : Hating fin, as

fin, becaufe contrary to God: Love of holi-
nefs for itlelf : Love of the image of God,
wherever feen, though in thofe of other denom-
inations.  To every one of thefe, I think, by the
affiftance of God’s Spirit, I was enabled to ah-
fwer in the affirmative, hdving, at the fame time,
difcoveries of the excellency and beauties there
aré in God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
- and renewedly’ choofing him for my everlaft-
ing portion.—At the facrament, my thirlt for’
- higher degrees of grace- were increafed. O
when fhall thefe hungerirgs be fatisfied? I truft
efe long theéy- fhall, through the interceflion of

- & glorious Mediator.
Wednéfday evening, November 6.—Tomor-
. -row is fet Ogart for a day of thankfgiving, and
. gs'thereis to be a colle&ion” for the poor, 1
have endeavored to get fomething for that pur-

Kﬁfc, but am yet altogether difappointed, and

ow not how to make out one mite; but hope

Providence will ftill provide for me.

" November 7.—1I defire to blefs God, the dif-

ficulty I mentioned laRt evening is removed,

and upon a review of the gracious dcalings of

God with us.the year paft, I find I have a-

" . K . bundant
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bundagt caule to keep the day in thankfgiving,
Blufh, my foul, at the backwardnefs to. this
duty thou hat expcncnced | Has God preferv.
ed us in health aimoft all the year paft, fo that
I never perhaps enjoyed a year of more con-
firmed bhealth in my life, or for twenty years paft,
and fhall I not be thankful for this great mer-
cy ? Again, has not God in his Providence pro-
vided for us a comfortable houfe, while hunm-
dreds have been deflitute, and knew not where
to go? Have we oot had a fufficiency of fuel
to keep us warm, while many’ are filled with
diftrefling fears of a hard winter, and can get
no wood to burn? Havc we not alfo had, all
the year paft, a fufficiency of wholefome food
to fauisfy our craving appetites, while ‘many
as goody or better than we, have been pinched
with hunger? Have we not allo.had raiment
to put on, that is decent and comforisble, while
many others. have been clathed with rags, - and
fuffered with cold? Haw many have been-called
to part with near and dear relatives, while deash .
has not been permitied to bereave us of any.onn, .
And as I have great caule to fing of mercy asto -
tempo.rals, much more have I asto. fpirituals. Has
not God indulged me with almoft conﬁantoppm'
tunities to wait on bim in his houfe,and, bleflcd be
his name, oft met.me. thcre, and at bis boly table, .
and many gracious vilits condcfcended to make:;
- me, which I had a thoufand times forfeited into-
the hands of his juftice? And, notwithftanding-
adboufand nnbelieving fears-and difirufls of his
grace, he has preferved me from falling into
any fcand:lous fins, 1o the difbonor of his dear
name
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name.. And though I have caufe to lament,
that 1 have walked no clofer with him, yet have
‘1 net abundant reafon to be thankful for the
precious moments I have enjoyed, for the evi-
dences of grace at fometimes clear, for the
hopes of glory, for the dear Mediator's fake, -
that: dear and precious gift ? O my foul, be
thankful, andagain 1 fay, be thankful. Blefs
the- Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his
bencfits ; who crowneth thee with loving kind-
nefs and téender mercies; who healeth thy dil-
eales, who forgiveth thine iniquities, who heal-
‘eth thy backilidings, and i ftill thy ‘covenant,
faithful God. O infcribe mercy, truth, and
. faitbfalnefs, on all his dealihgs with thee, and
be fokever for him, and-none other. Lord,
help nie,:dnd: | will; for ‘1 am abfolutely thine.
Twefday cvening, December 31, 1750.—Now,
-my God, thou haft brought meto the clofe of
another year, 1 befeech thee freely pardon all
the fins of the-year paft, with all the tranfgref
fioms ‘of my whole life. Lord, they are more
than the hairs of my head in number, and can- -
not be reckoned up. They are greatly aggra-.
wvated. * 1 cannot anfwer for one of a thoufand,
no, nor for any one of them. Shouldefl thou be
ftrifk to mark iniquity, Lord, who could fland
1 fly 1o the blood of Jefus: O let that be ap-
plied for my cleanfing, and accept me for his
fake alone. Lord, it is osly in and through
him I dare approach thee, and afk for pardon.
Thou ‘art a confuming fire'; But oh! for his
. fake freely pardon,-and beftow on me all the
grace: and. firength I neced to carry me fafe
N . through
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through all l.hc trials I am Rill o meet with jp
2 world of fin and forrow. Be with me ip the -
enfuing year, I befeech thee. And, O gracious
God, forbid I thould fo grieve thy bldﬁ:d Spixit
(hcrcm, as in the ‘year paft. O let .me not
backilide from thee; but keep me near; and

rant I may indeed fenfibly grow in grace, and
ip the knowledge of my Lord a.nd Sayior jq—-
fus Chrift. " Whatever thou deni¢l} me, g,we
me this, and all fhall be well.

And O lei m¢ b in ap aGtyal pteparamop
for death, which may come long beforc the re-
mrn of anoth.er year: 1f fo, O let it be a fafe

nd happy meflenger. " © mgy it put an exe:
ra{hng penod 1o fin and forrow. Then let me

find thou art in deed and ip truth my. cgyenant
God, whom 1 fhall adore - and pralfq, vmhoup
“wearinefs, to all eternity.

‘Lord, I blefs thee for all lhe expencnccs of

th gaodnels in the year paf ; and agyio renew

chaige of thee, Q God, the. Fatber, Sop and

}I};ly Gho[t, for my only portion, through time”

apd eterpity : And defire unfeignedly to refign

my whale’ oul and bod to thee forever. Lorgd,

. accept of me ; for 1 am, and will, by affifling
.grage, he for thee, and none other.

. SARAH osgpm}z

Sabbath evemng, February 9s 1752 ;
'AH, LORD, how deceitful, do I find my
heart to be! How often have 1 thought 1 de-
ﬁred nothing mgre of this worlda 2904, bu{:
ju
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juft daily food and raiment ; and wherewinh to -
retder te every ane their due: Yea, I have,.
once and again, teMd thee fo. And. thou haft im
thy good providence granted me all that I
dfked of thee: Yea, thou hall given me to the:
utmioft of what I then defired. And now, ere-
I am aware, 1 find myfelf buly in providing for -
futaritics ; want-to lay vp & liute for.this, and a
little for thes. And from thence, 1 begin to:
want a great deal, to provide for ficknefs and -
old age, and what not !

Lord, I am afraid of this worldly mindednefs. -
I know not where it wilt end. Obh, I pray thee,.
fubdue " it "by thy grace, or all my ftriviogs a-
gainft it will be incffe€tual. Oh, do I begin to -
lay up’atrealure here! then 1 fcar my hcart
will be here alfo.. Lord, 1 dread being glued -

" down to the things of time and fenfe. 1 pray-
- theé; give tre no unfan@lified profperity; butt

fan@ify. my fancy, and let not my vain imagin-
‘ations carry my heart off+ fram God, and bury-
it in this world: Oh for fome difcoverios of ¢-
ternal things, that this vain, empty world, with -
all its enjoyments, may fhrink- iate nothing, -
compared with that more durable fubflance,.
that one thiag needful, aninterelt in the blefled
Jefus. " O Lord; help me more and more to:
lay up ail my good in God; fo -that it may:
overbalande the. fweetnefs and biuernefs of all
creatures.

“Lord, 1 would not " ungratefully forgct to -
thank thee.for the care of thy goed providence, :

in fo providing the comforts and conveniencies «

of. hfo for me : But, Oh, I deprecate having .-
k.- : thefe
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thefe as my portion! This is not the perjion- I
bave chofen. Oh no! but thyfelf, thy Chrifl,
and the fan@ifying influences of thy . ble(fed
Spirit, that I may be enabled to live to thy
glory here, and to all eternity. O, .gramt thele
defires, give me this portion, 1 hefeech thee,.
for Jefus’ fake. .

March 1, 1752, Sabbath éay—0O my Lor:
and my God! How art thou giving me a2n un-
deniable teflimony of thy abfolute power, truth.
and faithfulnefs ! How thou art difcovering thy-
felf, and once more enabling me to draw uear,
and by faith take a view of thy adorable. per--
fe@ions ! How beantiful is thy adorable fove..
reignty! How majeflic is thy infinite power,
that is allfufficient to break. down all the wells.
that Satan and unbelief can. raile to feparate -
" between thee and me! O how fweet appealing.
to thy omnifcience for my fincerity, netwith-
- ftanding, at the fame time, a humbling fenfe of .
my own vilenefs! O how precious a fealon - is. .
this! How lovely, my God, an thaou, in thy
juftice, truth and fauhfulnefs' The fame  yefo. .
terday, today, and forever. The God wbq re-..
-members the day of my cfpoufals. - The Godh,
who bas made with me an everlafting coverant;.
ordered in all things and fure. O how un-
changeable art shou | netwithflanding all tha
provocations I bave given thee, though thou..
hideft thy face for a’ fmall moment, yvet with.
Joving kindnefs doft thow return. O that I
may now-by faith keep fight of thee, and mever .
let 1hee go, tll I awake in 1hy likenefs..

it

N ow,
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Now, blefled. Jefus, let me derive: ftrength
from thee, the head of all gracious influences,.
to run the ways of thy commands. L.ord, now
le¢ my obedience be univerfal.. Deftroy all -
fedfifh views and principles ; and let thy glory

" be the ultimate end of all my aftions. Now,.

my dear Savior, let me approve myfelf thy
friend ; one who loves thee unfpcakaily more
than all other objefls (as thou art infinitely
more worthy) by doing and keeping thy eom-
mandments. Now [way thy [ceptre, glorious.
King : L will, by thy_grace, efpoufe thy caufe..
Now. come in, glorious Trinity, one. incompre-
henfible God, in three perfons, and poffefs the
moft fecret receffes. of my foul forever and:
ever.. :
November 16, 1752.—A day of public
thankfgiving.. O.my {5ul, adore the matchlefs
geace, and adorable fovereignty. of God, fince:
thou balt a hope, through graee, that he hasen-
abled thee to comply with the terms of falva.
tion. And now refle&®, and fay if thoo Falt
not caufe to be thankful for the mercies of the
year paft. God bas-preferved.thee from falling.
into any .opan, fcandalous finy. to the difhonor
of his dear name. He has alfo revived thee.
again, and again, from low,. groveling frames;
given thee blefled views of his adorable perfec-

tions ; efpecially of his faithfuloels in keeping:

covenant,-and- ordering all things fo, as fhouid .
tend moft 1o his own glory, and thy beft good.
bere . And alfo comfortable profpeéts of ap-
proaching death- and eternity !. O, how often
Bas he met with thee in his fanttuary ; and ;z

3 ’ T 13
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his table fpoke peace and pardon! O ‘what a
God is this! Thus to do, afie? fo many bafe
declenfions and aggravated provocationsle— -
Blufh, my foul, at thy monftrous ingratitude,
_ and adore him as a2 God of infinite mercy and-

faithfulnefs, who will never, never forfake -the

foul once efpoufed to Jefus Chrift by faith ¥ !
Lord, increafe my faith.

Again, blefs the Lord, O my foul; for He ‘

has given thee a good degree of health, the
greateft temporal mercy: And likewife ~prof-
pered the work of eur bands, fo thet we heve
a comfortable fupply of the neceffaries of life;
and alfo fomething to fpare, to relieve the af-
{lifted. The Lord make me -thankful for this,
and when at any time things have looked dark, -
in any refpe@, O how hathhe enabled me to ﬂay
myfelf on hzm, and rely on his tender care I-
Surely this is the Lord’s doing:- May he bave'’
-alf the praife; while I, worthlefs ‘I, rcap the:
comfort of fuch a frame. He: has not fuffered -
dny real afflilions to come *near me. Satin
has been reftrained, and not permitted to dif-
trefs and hurry with violent temptations. No-
deaths of thole relatives who are. exceeding -
dear. -
"O what fhall I render to the Lord for -gli!
kis benefits1 O Lord, thou art a liberal giver.
Thou upbraideft not. Now, for thy Son’s fake, .
add to all thofe mercies.a fpirit of  prayer; -
more fanétifying grace, that I may run the way.
of thy commands with delight; yxeld umverfal
obedience.” I will rejoict and” praif thee:
And all-the glory fhall be thy owi.

‘ Sablvath '
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" Sa('zbqtlx eqcmng, March 11, 1753-

1 ,DESIRE te record, for God's glory, and
for wy fuuee encouragement, that God has
;a{;ied,mp through the difficuliics of my call.

-ang the lalt week, with a confiderablc degree of

caompolyge ; and kept my thoughts more fixed
on his adorable p‘eﬁ:&mﬂs, than ufuai: Given
accefs {0 his thtose of grace feveral times, and-
Slgd my mouth with arguments.

.This day I baye not been able to wait on
qu in his houfe: Byt God has greatly refrefh-
ed. my oyl by difcoveries of bimfelf; caufing
we ta rejoige 5.t admirg and adore him, be-
saple be isa Being of fuch fpotlefs purity and
hqlmgfs ; Yea, hecanle he is juft fuch an one,
af he i akogether excellent, amiable and de-

e, for himfelf; and is his own infinitc de,
light,.aad_the delight-of angels and fiots ; and
a)} his Jaws are holy, Jult and good. .

. This difcoxery made me- loathe and abher
um[d&, becaufe .of the fhocking contrariety
which ftil] rgmains in my depraved, pervecie
nature, to the holy law of God; and cauled
me to. gulify God, though he thould forever

“withhold, that grace he is no way bound to

give: But, at the fame time encouraged to
¢ag carnellly for it for the dear Redeemer’s:
fake : Andto caft mylelf at'the faot of a fove-
reign God, to be dlfpofcd of, as thall moft can-
G with his glory, in life and death : That, if -
1 live, 1 may live to the Lord ; and if T die, 1
may dic fo the Lqrd that thther 1 hvsdor



118 MEMOIRS or. . T1753

die, I may be the . Lord's forever and ewer.
Lord, accept the furrender, for Jefus’ fake.
* : Sabbath morning, March a3;—This is the
firft time that 1 bhave taken my room for re-
tirement. And now the treachery of -my own
heart, and the fubtilty of Satan perplex.me with
fears that I fhall abule the privilege, by mifim-
proving it. And fure I am, if God leave me
to myfelf, 1 fhall do fo! The Lord enable me
Rritly to watch over, and be jealous of myfeif,
left 1 fhould deceive myfelf and others.—But,
Lord, 1 befeech thee, let me ‘not again fall
to difirufting thy grace. Truth, Lord, with-
out thee 1 can do nothing. 1'am not, of my-
{eif, fufficient for a good thought. But, through
Chrit firengthening me, 1 can.'do all- things.
And haft not thou, my covenant God, gra:
- cioully promifed, that thou wilt not turn away
from doing me good? Lord, extept I have thy
prefence, wherefore am I come up hither?
Wherefore didt thou excite in me fach earn-.
eft defires of attaining fuch a place?: For any
would do, if I only offer up lifelefs facrifices;
no matter for fuch great fecrecy.” But in'this,
Itruft, O my God, thou wilt enable me to pour
out my whole foul into thy bofom, while no
mortal eye or ear can difeern. =~ - - - .
- Now, Lord, may the fet time be comte,
wherein thou wilt favor thy poor, finful creature -
with the quickening influences of thy blefled
Spirit, and pour out on me a fpirit of prayer
and fupplication, for Jefus fake, in whofe name
I afk for all my mercies. Whofe I am, and,
by aflifting grace, will be forever. .
Monday
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. Monday morning, Marck 26.——Yefllerday
'~ morning my room feemed new and ftrange.
And, for wile cnds, 1 was fhut up, confufed
and ftraitened: But in the evening had accefs
to the throne of grace. " And, Lord, I befeech
thee, let me at this time alfo. And, O may
this place be a Bethel. Here let me, with Ja-
cob, wrefile with thee for the bleflings 1 want,
namely, increafe of all the graces of thy bleffed
Spirit, knowledge; faith, evangelical repentance;
yea, and humility, that dear and lovely grace:
And for a {pirit of prayer to be poured out on
me. Lord; let me be no longer dumb before
thy throne, fince prayer is the very breath and
life of the new creature. Lord, all thy works
- praife thee. And fhall I alone be filent, while-
the angelic hofts and faints adore! O let me,
even me alfo bear my part. And Lord accept
mrv feable attempts, though I cannot praife as
gloeified angels and faints do; nor as thou art
worthy to be praifed-and adored; for'thou doft
infinitely exceed all praife and adoration, thou al-
together lovely One in three glorious perfons.
O Lord, let me gaze on thy perfe&tions, till 1
am transformed into the fame image. - O blefled
be thy name, I-fhall be like thee, when in one
everlafting day 1 fhail fee thee as thou art.
Then, : Lord, fhall I be fatisfied, when I have
the open - vifion, and full fruition of my God.
O ripen-me faft, for Jeflus’ fake, on whom aloie
all my hopes are.grounded. ~ ’

Tuefday morning, March -27. Yefllerday
moraing 1 was enlarged and refrefhed, and’
found a fweet calmnefs and compofure upon:

my
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my fpiritsnill afterndon: ~But then the cnldien
grow {o unruly, and 1 fo weary and difgompof=
ed, 1 knew not what to do with myfeif: I haped
to be refrethed by retiring; but my fpiis
were fo fpenty; and confufed, that I-had fearce
any fenfe of any thing, and bave felt crpty
ever fince, : . v T
Lord, forbid I fhould ever reflt fatished with
the bare external performance of -duty. No.
It is the God of ordinances I wantto fnd:c
Without him, all means arc empty, ind inef-
fe&tual to fatisfy the cravings of an immortal
foul. None but thee, thou- who alone fillefd-
heaven apd earth with thy glory, can fili my
precious and immortal foul:: Therefare, ¥ be-’
" feech thee, condefcend to vifit thy worthlefs
worm, by the influences of thy blefled Spirit
and grace. . - :
Lord, this were indeed too greet a mercy-
for fuch: a. worthlefs worm to afk, hadft not
thou, for the fake of a glorions. Mediator, en.
couraged, yea, gommanded me to afk: And
haft told me, by his own mouth, “ How much
more thou wilt give thy Holy Spirit to them
who afk him.” Yea, this Spirit Chrift hath died
to purchafe. This is the Comforter. This is
he who is come to guide his people into’ alt
neceflary truth; to reduce them, wheén they
wander; to quickea them, when they are dull;
_to belp their infirmities, when they know not
“what to pray for as they ought: Yea, to make:
“interceffion in them, with groanings which can-
not be uttered; and to fiill them with all grace
and joy in believing. This is the Spirit whofe
~ prefence
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ce .and cantinual abode with me I want;
and' without whom I can do nothing. O Geod,
, ‘me this, though of mylelf 1 am vile and
vawoithy, I fhall be purified and made holy.
Come, blefled Spirit, take an everlafling pof-
#effion .of ‘my whole heart, foul and body. I
call beaven and carth to witnefs, that thou art
the -only welcome gueft, whatever elle may u-
furp audrority there; in thee alone I dorgjoice:
“Thesefore abide with me, for Jefus® fake.
Wednefday morning, March 38.—The Lord

" make me thankful! I have both firength of
“-body, and a will.given me to yife early, and re-

deem time for retirememt. And now, my God,
be with me, and fubdue thofe wanderings which
-have crept into my clofet with me. Lord, I
would fain bave this place, and every moment
fpent in it, dedicated to thee. It was to get
clear of the world, its entanglements and diver-
fions, that 1 fought -it. And, O fuffer them
not to follow me here, gracious God! Blefled
Savior, fcourge every buyer and feller out of
4hy temple, even the temple which has been,
again, and again, gwen up for the Holy Ghott
to dwell in.

Sabbath day, April 1.—1 have now enjoyed
my room for retirement one week. And O,
has it not been a fweet week to'me! Sure it
has; for God bas condefcended to own me,
and afforded ‘me his afliftance every day. O
what a mercy this! that I, who have fo long
been, in a -manner, dumb before the throne of
grace, all confufion and wandering, fhould a-
gain have- my mouth opened, and filled with

argumcnts,
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arguments ; my foul held up, and firengthened
to wreftle with God. O, go on, gracious God,
yet more and more to difcover thyfelf to me,
" in and through the dear Mediator. O let me
behold thy adorable perfe@ions, till 1 am fwal-
lowed up in admiration, and transformed into
the fame image. O, fill me as full as this clay
veflel can hold; and when it can hold no
meore, Lord, let it break, that my foul may
wing away, as a bird let out of its cage ; awake
in thy likenefs, and be fatisfied. -

And O, why am 1 thus rejoicing in hope of
the glory of God, to be revealed to me, in_the
face of Jefus Chrift! Lord, this muft be refolv-
ed into thy adorable fovereignty : Even fo Fa-~
ther ; for [o it feemed good in thy fight. For
I utterly difclaim all worth or worthinefs in
me; yea, I am altogether unworthy of all the
mercy and- truth thou haft already fhown to
thine handmaid. It is only becaufe thou wilt
have mercy on whom thou wilt bave mercy,
that, by thy grace, I am whatIam.,

+ And, Lord, fince grace is thus ablolutely
free and fovereign, and increafe of grace is at-
tainable for thofe who have the principle, who
are believers in Jefus Chrilt; and perfever-
ance to the end is certainy I fly to thee, in
the name of Jefus, and renew my requefi for
increafe of grace, and ptrleverance too. For
thou haft faid, For thefe things thou wilt be in-
quired of, to do them for me. O Lord, 1 can-
not let thee go without this blefling : For sever
did a poor worldling more earneltly covet riches,
than I do grace to do thy will. Lord, grant me
) ‘ this,

-® .

|
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this,and thyfelf, and it is enough. Let me have
the portion I have chofen, and 1 will leave the
worldling to his. O Lord, hear for Jefus’ fake.
Amen. _

Tuefday morning, May 15.—On Saturday
evening, Sabbath morning and evening, and
yeﬁcrfa; morning, I have been much refrefh-
ed in writing on death and judgment. 1 find,
z examination, ftill good ground to hope, -

rough riches of grace, that the great Judge

"of quick and dead is, in very deed, my ever

lafting friend; and therefore never will difowa
me; never will fay, I know.you not, depart
from me: But, on the, contrary, will fay, Come
ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you before the foundation of the
world : For I have paid the ranfom for you;
I bave redeemed you with the price of my
precious blood. 1 effeGtually called you in
time, and enabled you by faith to embrace me,,
on my own terms. I made you fincere, from.
the day I called you, though you were then

W imperfect. .
" You was then fan@ified but in part. You
groaned under a‘body of fin and death, which
caufed you to wander from me, wound your
own foul, and grieye my bleffed Spirit. But L
kept thee by the bonds of the everlafting cov-
enant, and by my mighty power, through faith.
unto falvation. And, for my fake all thy poor
imperfe€t performances, and. fincere endeavors
to ferve me were accepted. I pitied and fuc-
cored thee then. 1 had a feeling of thy infirmi-
ties. 1 remembered thy frame, that thouw
- waft.
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waft but duft. ' I heard all thy. groanings, be-
caufle of thy fpiritual enemies, thy inbred lufts
and corruptionsy as well as Satan and the worldy
which held thee at a diftance from me, when
thou waft in that vale of tears. 1 beheld all
thy thirftings and longings: alter me and ovp
graee, univerfal obedience and perfetlion in -
holinefs. It was I that excited and firengthened
them. I encouraged and firengthened thy fail:;
when thoa didft cleave 10 me, and would
let me go. 1 caufed thee to delight in me, a ~
bove all other  objefts, 1 dilcovered fome-
thing of my exceliencies to thee them, which
caufed thee to be emamored with my beautys’,
but thou fawelt onty throwgh a glals darkly. 1" |
But now, behold, the vail » remt from
to botiom. | wil never any more hide. my face
from thee. Conte, all thy defires are fulfilled 3
_all thy imperfeftions are done away; and, ac-
cording to thy with, thou art made perfe@ in
holimefs. Thou fhalt never find any more .
wearinefs in my fervice. "And thou mayeft now
with open face behold me, conftantly look
my perfe&iond, fee my glory, and the }uﬁre'
it fhall not confound thee. Come, here is the
open vifion, the full fruition thou didft long
for. Come, drink in as much of God now, as
thy finite capacity can hold; and I will ftilf
enlarge thy capacity : Thou fhalt pefs from glo- .
1y ta glory; and be more aad more. transform-
ed into the fame image. Come, drink and
fwim, and drink again of thofe rivers of phea-
fare, which flow from the right hand of Sod .
forevermore., Here is the boundltfs ocean, in
“which

]
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which “thod diapéft dité throughout the end-
16l dgés of crérnnty; and thy detights fhall bé
foréver néw. ' o
Cotlté; arth #hito the wondérs of redeeming
Jové afid grite; which hds brought {o many of
thid apoftded fons éﬁd_ﬂaﬁ%btbﬂ of Adant to
»gYoty: And tiow, in this evefafling ndw, give
o Goll the glory of hils foveréigh g%ace'. Come,
gﬁié thy harp, and found l}fjdn’ thé higheft
rihg. Shout loud for joy ; fot he has given
grace aid glory too. Here is no danger of
oftehuation or fpiritdal pridd ; or of grieving
i1y of ibe inhabitants of this upper world. No,

* they will alf join with thee, and éach for him:
-felf; and an thy behalf, givé glorg to God, in-

the Bigheft firams. Didft thou long to be thus
*émployed® Well, go on forevér to praife and
ddore the glorious Thrée Oue. Didft thou

“Melight to communé with ié in providences, ds

well as in ordinanices? Well, thou mayeft now
Wearil the thyltériesof thern : They fhall be unfold-
éd.” Unbelief fhall no more molelt thee. Now
®ou fhalt feé how by the wdtchfuléye of my prov-
ddénce, I préferved thee from-every dunger.

__How 1 fwayed the fceptre in righteoulnefs, and

. thod miyéft adore

cadled all things to work togethet for thy good ;.
¢vén when thou faidft, All thefé things are
:%a!dﬁ me! I neveg taok my eye from thee;
f turned a#ay frgl doing thee good. Now,
rever, on this dccount al-

Jo; 2o#¥e what thou didR, when thou didft
. -gottimt-all thy concéerns to me, for time and

eternity, R )

) 1 ‘ . DidR

PO
"
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Didft thou delight in the ¢company and com-
munion of my ambaffadors, and dear childrep ?.
Did they appear the moft lovely and agreeable,. -
of all the inhabitants of the lower ‘world? Ef.
pec:allry when thou didft dilcern, through their .
imperfeflions, as the fun through a cloud, my
, image, drawn in an eminent degree upon thelr‘c

fouls. DidR thou love them for my fake, where-"
ever thou faweft them? Were they, in thy ef;
teem, indéed the excellent of the earth? Well
here thou fhalt forever enjay the communion .
of faints: Thefe fhall be thy companiaons for-
ever. Al their imperfe&ions, as well as lhmey
are done away. They are now perfe&, and.
fhall never enfnare thée, as even thex were..
wobt to do. They thall nevér turn off thy eyes.
from me. No, not the brighteft leraphb. in all, ¢
- the heavenly regions, fhall ever be ‘able tq, do
it: Nor all the glittering robes of glonﬁed.*,
faints and angels. But thou fhalt enjoy me in
all thefe. 1 will forever fealt thy foul with.
communitations from myfelf. And if I,. who
am God alifufficient, can make thee bappy,
thou fhalt be fo; for L will be thy pomon to,
ctermly -

And didft thou in time, by faith, com\mlt the .
keeping of thy foul and body inta my merciful.
and faithful bands, againlt this great day ? lex-
cited and enabled thee to @0 it: And now thou.
feelt the effe@. Thy expeflations from me,
fhall never be difappointed ; neither fhalt thou -
ever be athamed of thy hope. I kept thee by, -
my power, while on earth. I kept thee-in the -
hour pf death, when Saran wculd glacly. have.

burled
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hurled thy foul into the inferpal regions; bus
he could not pluck thee out of my hands. I
feat thy guardian angels to condufl thy pre-
cious fogl to Abraham’s bofom. And ] flill
took care of By mouldering duft, while in the
rave ; not an atom of it is lalt. And naw,be-
igld_! I bave raifed it a glorious body, fathion-
ed like my own. And now the union between
foul ‘and, body fhall never, be diffolved; but
the dear partner fhall forever reap together,
as they fowed together. Behold, according tor
thy faith and hope, I now prefent them fpotefs.
and blamelefs before the throne of God. I
have -redeemed them by my blood. By my
obedience and death I have fatisfied jultice,.
and have purchaled reconciliation with God.
Mercy and truth have met togethker ; righteouf-
nefs and peace have kifled each other. 1have
wafhed away all thy poljutions. And now, L-
give thee joy'; and all the holt of heaven give
thee joy; therefore enter theu into the joy of
thy Lord. 1 gave thee joy in the day of thy
efpoufals, and in frequent. afier manifeftations,,
as an earneft of this. Thou haft had a tafte of
the fame in kind, when 1 revealed mylelf tos
thee oo earth; but the. degree fhall now be
greater thar thou. couldeft then afk or think.
Sabbath evening, May 20.—1n the week palt.
I bave had my thoughts much employed ia.
meditating on death, judgment and eternity.
Sometimes I have. feemed fo. fwallowed up in

¥ _them; that I hardly knew how to deend to

earth again.—Well, my foul, thou haft had a
tich fealt now! Perhips, a tafle to firengthen,
Toe . thy
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thy faich t6 thy jourHey’s bhd: B¥ ccecditiff,
thankful for fach Views. of dnfden dhd étérhat:
things, Keep ihe éye 6k fuith Al Hied' :g&ﬁ
them,and rim with patience the ricé fét Befbhé:
theé ; lookifig-and léh‘ginﬁ‘ Yot thre gloridus aps
ptarance of the gréat God; e¥én difr Lord anid-
Sdvior Jefus Chiift. - And oW, ‘I & fgééiﬂ
mariter, watch and' §ray,- MR ot Efter b
wWipuation, And retiembet, it is By Prdee-
thou ftande®? ©; be hot high diinded, bue
fear before a holy #nd: fin hrating God ;. for thé"
glofivus things thotl Hatt feér, by an éyé 6F
faith; dré hot' yet acéomphithdd. ~Réjoice it
hope éf the §lory of G4d; and ftedfifity believe
thit in hig own timé, )l thefe thifigs wilt H¥
revéaled; ahd theréfore ‘miatch Forward in hib.
ftrétgth towards the joyful period. -

But také heed of bodfling; as-tHough thoi-
hadff alteady put 6F ihe haidels; for pertaps.
thou mayeft be but girding' it on. Thou aft.
yét in thy enemiés’ cobnitry. 'Snares awalt thee
on ¢very fide. TFhou drt not out 6f the réach
of fpiritual pride, or vait glory: No¢ outofthe
~reach of unbeliéf, which mdy {ét raifé mfany
black clouds, before thou feadh the blifdfal re-’
gions. Nor haft thou yet got étedr of floth dhd |
carnal fécarity.. Nay; alf thé toffs 6f the fleth)
which sow feem:- to bé ih fome good degree.
conqueéred, may yet fife up dgainft thee, There
may yet be fore tonflifts i this field of battle :
And thou%h they fhall fiot: finally overcome,.
they may fadly wound thee,; and difhonor Ged.
Again, my foul, thou art rot yet out of the-
reach of Satan, who has often defired to have

' ‘thee,.
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thee, that be might Gift thee as wheat. Many:-a
fiery dart may he yet thraw: at thee, many griev-
ous injeflions: For though the houfe is buil
wpon: the rock Chrilt jeflus ; and thorefors fhall
ngt fall : Yet the rain may defcend, the floods
comec; the winds blow, and beat uwpon it; and
thow haft no reafon to expedl any othes.

Therefore, 1 fay again, watch and: pray, le®
thou enter into temptation. Aod beware letb
felf conhdenee fhould betray thee; or any of
the troubles or amufeoents of: a vain werld.
O take heed of bewing out amy more broken
giflerns ; for they can hold no water. Not all
the creatares npon carth, nor all ereated things,
can cver yigid thee, my fouly shat famsfaition
thou, halk already foond in: God, thae fpring and
fountain of alb felicity. Therefore turn not to
the creatuge ; bat mmintain thy mfolution to
remain comfortlels, except he comfort thee with
comamunications from bimfelf. Let nothing
defs fatisfy thee. Thou walt made to glorify
and enjoy him even here. Thouart not objiged
to wait. till death has done its work : No, even
now- thou mayefl anticipase thas joy, if thon ary
not wanting to thylelf. .

And k charge theo, my loal, harbor no dif-
trufts of lis grace.. Remcmbcr this has been
thy psevailing infixmity. Therafore wateh a-
gainit this thy own iniquity. bt isfaid of Chrift;
that he did not mighty works, in his own
country, becaufe of their umbeief. Let this
therefore be laid afide ; and let faith be daily
upon the feout, fending it forth cominually to.
Chrtﬂ: for freth fupplies of grace and ﬂxengll‘ri,-

: an
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and all fhall be well. For.he is the head of
all gracious  influences. He has'an immenfe
fock to give out, an inexhauftible fulnefs for
his peor, needy creatures. Anmd who can tell
but he may have yet far greater degrees of
grace to beftow on thee?.Even ftrengthening,
quickening and fan&ifying grace ; for he isthy
fanilification as well as redemption. Who can
tell but I fhall be much more conformed to his
bleffed image, even here? Though perfeflion
in holinefs is not to be obtained in this life;
yet grace is ablolutely free and fovereign.
Some have been made eminent patterns of pie-
ty, though in themfelves unworthy, as well as I.
Some lights have fo fhined, that others feeing
their good works, have glorified their Father
who is in- heaven. O my God, unworthy
wretch as I am, yet glorify thyfelf in me alfo.
O, fathion me after my great pattern: Make
me holy, harmlefs, undehiled, and feparate from -
finners.

Friday evening, Fune 1.—Blefled be God, I
ftill continue to reap the fweetnefs of having a
place convenient g)r' retirement. God fis a
gracious hearer of prayer; pours out a fpirit of
prayer; ftrengthens and encourages my faith, .
and importunity for increafe of grace ; difcov-
ers more and more what a good God he is, the
altogether lovely one, full of truth and faithful-
nefs, holinels and majelty, every way defirable,
in bimfelf ; and a God greatly to be feared, as
well as praifed. Never did I more clearly fee
the infinite diftance between God and me, a
worm of the duft; and his aftonifhing conde:

fcenfion
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fcenfion in fuffering me to approach him, than
now : And I neverhbad greater freedom through
a Mediator. :
Saturday evening, Fuly 8. Laft even-
ing Rraitened and confuled in prayer. This
morning waked with a fick headache; much
out of order every way, and my fpirits funk
exceedingly. A gloomy vail caft over every
thing. My fchool was to be all confufion, my
{pirit of government being loft, the children,
befure would not profit by me ; and fo it would
by degrees dwindle away, and come to nothing.
Thefe, and the like things, Satan or unbelief
took the advantage of my indifpofition, to fug-
geft. I remark the trial, that 1 may the more
{ee the hand of providence providing, and or-
dering all things well for me, as faith tells me
it will. . : .
O my God, pity me, and help 'me to break
through the entanglements of this world. Thou
feeft that of myfelf 1 cannot do it. Lord, I-
thought anxious care, and diftruft of thy provi-
dential care, had been a conquered enemy. O -
have I too confidently believed it to be fo! O,
forgive me, I pray thee, and for thine own hon-
or's {ake, fubdue this hateful fin. Lord, I
would fajn rely on thee at all times: For I do
believe (help thou my unbelief) that thou wilt
do all things well for me; for I am thine own.*
Sabbath morning, Fuly 29.—~This morning I
have again been_exercifed with defpondencie.;,
an

*® In the margin of her diary, fhe inferted the following note. A~
pril 15, 1960. Time has fhown me how needlefs thefe carcs and fears
were ;_for hitberto the Lord has heiped mc,
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and {eemed to be finking into deep waters.
dord, fave me! O fave me from the preva-
lence of this fin of difiruft! Save me from pall-.
ing on me the evils of a tomorrow, which may
aever come. O fave me from. this Gn, I. be-
doech thee, for in me 4t és attended with a thou-
faud aggravatioms! For I know it is.in dire
contrarety to thy pofitive command, *¢ Take
no thought for the morrow.” It is contrary te
all my refolutions, .and determinations, by grace
aflifting, w cemmit all my concerns into thy
faithful hands; and to caft all my cere upon
thee. Befides, my own cxperience has ever
proved to me thou art the God who haft fed
ane all my life ; the God who didt never leave
me wpen the .mount of -difficulty ; but always
appeared and wrought deliverance. . Thau baft
been my tried friend in fix and feven tronbles.
And thou ‘haft faid, thou wilt pever leave me
nor forlakiec me.

Monday ‘morning, Fuly 30.~0O with what a .
complete uneafinefs am 1 exercifed! How [
dread the bufinels.of the day! O, how unegual

. to the work am 1! Lerd, help me, and qualify
me for the bufinefs to which.thou in thy prov-
idence baft called me. O give me wildom
from on high. - - '

Monday cvening.—This morning my heart
was fo exceedingly overwhelmed, that I could
write no.-morc: But betook myfelf to earneft
prayer. And O ‘how doth God condefcend
to my weaknels, and indulge me! While plead-
ing with him for firength, wif{dom, patience and
prudencey this cordial was given to encourage

‘ . me.
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me. Thou fhalt make thy way profperous, and
thou fhalt have good fuccefs. Have not I-
commanded thee? Be flrong and of good cour-
age ; be not afraid, neither be thou difmayed ;
for the Lord thy God is with thee whitherfo-
ever thou goeft.* This has refrefhed me all
the day, and bore my fpirits up. Amen, Blefled
God, be thou with me, and all is well. If thou
wilt ftrengthen me, 1 will not be afraid, how-
ever‘great the work is, in which I amengaged ;
for thou haft called me to it once and again.
O fupprefs all my unbelieving fears; and help
me at all times 10 truft and rejoice in thee,
who art the God of all my mercies, for Jefus’
fake. '
Monday evening, Auguff 6.-—Blefled be God,
ever {ince Monday laft, when God emabled me
"to pour out my prayers and tears into his bo-
fom, 1 have been relieved of ghofe fears which
then opprefled me. O what"a God hearing
prayer have 1 to go to! O that every moment
of my life may be devoted tohim! Q my God,
grant me frefh fupplies. of grace and ftrength
every day. Uphold me by thy fgee Spint;
for 1 am a poor, needy, helple(s worm. And
now, my God, let me get near to the throne
of "grace. "Give me the Spirit of adoption.
Lord, thou art a liberal giver, and upbraideft
not. Thou haft encoureged my hungering and
thirfling after righteouflnels : Yea, thou doft
excite 1t : And thou haft faid, They who do fo
thall be filled. Yea, thou haft bid me open
- M . my
® Sce mote, page 96, .
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wy mouth wide, and faid thou wilt fill it ; there-
fore make me yct more importunate.

Lord, I am not fueing for riches, pleafures,
or long life. No, but for fan&ifying grace. O,
hold out the golden fceptre; let me touch the
top, and grant my petition and my requeft, .
that I may glorify thee upon carth, as well as
in heaven ; that I may fnith the work thou
haft given me to do. -

. And O revive finkimg, dying religion. Let
thy kingdom come, and thy will be done. O
haften the bleffed time, when Chrift Jefus {hall
be king of nations, as he is king of faints.
. A precious feafon after this. The Lord
make me thankful. )

. Sabbath coening, September 23.—Alas ! Alas!
Lord, what fhall I do! I am fo ignorant, I am
as a beaft.before thee. Yea, more brutifh than
any one. O foolith and unwile ! thus to keep
groveling among the corruptions of my own
heart ; trying to found the battom of that great
deep, till: } am fo. overwhelmed, that I know
not how to look up. And as if that was not
enough, now I am mourning over my natural
temper, and complaining of that, asif it was
the worft that ever mortal bad. Oh, is not
here a degroe of murmuring againt that God,
who.in.infinite wifdom gave me my copfutu
tion, as well as my being; and knows how to
overrule my paflions, and make them {ubfervi-
ent to his glory ? O, why cannot 1 watch, and
endeavor to quench the fire when it is like to
kindle, or has broke out; without drowning
mylelf with the water? What, my foul, is be-

come




¥753.] Mzs. SARAH OSBORN. 135

come of thy faith and courage? Whitheris the
great Captain of thy falvation gone now, that
thou halt no mote eye to him? Muft he be.
forgotten ; faith’s mouth' be ftopped; and all
becaule nothing more has befallen thee, than
what thou haft had all thy days? This bad
heart, and this bad temper, thou haft always
had ; and yet Jefus hath not defpifed thee ; but
hath pitied and fuccored thee. He hath had a
feeting of all thine infirmities. And how many
thoufand times hath he leaped over thefe
mountains of thy fins and infirmities, and come
~ to thee and embraced thee. Thefe did not
keep him out at firR. No, he was gracious,
‘becaufe he would be gracious then. He freely
Joved thee; and wliom he loves, he loves tathe
end. Is God deteived in 'me? Is he a man,
thar he thould tie ; or the (on of man, that he
thould repent ? Did he not know, even from
eternity, Jult what I thould be intime ? Surely
he did. © And yet determined to be gratiousto
me. And why, my foul, artthou now caft
. 'down; and why dilquieted within me? Hope
i God, for 1 fhall yet praife him, who is the
health of my tountenance, and my God. ‘
© " Friday moraing, Ofeder p6.~Two fudden
deaths here this week ! The Lord am@ify thefe
watrings to all the inhabitants of this place.
And in fpecial to the bereaved relations. O
may.we all-watch! Lord, 'may the unregener
ate be awakened out of their fpiritual lethargy ;
and be brought to fee how awful it will be, if
thou thouldit come, and find them fleeping?:
Bleeping, till they awake ‘in hell, - O amful

, : thought !
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thought! Lord, be merciful to fuch poor, fiu-

pid creatures; and roufe them by thy provi-

dences, for thy name's fake, to feek and fecure

an intereft in Chrift Jefus, that they may be
prepared for a fudden fhock. And oh, let

thofe who have, through fovereign grace,

obtained an intereft in him, Rill watch, and en-
deavor to be in an afual preparation, that
death may be no furprife to them notwithftand-

ing he is to nature the king of terrors. O"may

he be tofuch a welcome meflenger, to condu&

them to their Father's houfe. Lord, fuffer not

thy own children to be in bondage all their
days, through fear of death:-Bat, baving com- .
mitted their everlafling-concerns into the hands

of a glorious Mediator, let them be willing t6
be diflolved, and to be with him.

But, O my foul, art thou thus aflually will.
ing; a&lually prepared? Suppofe the grim mef-
fenger fhould really approach this moment;
wouldft not thou then cry out, ‘O fpare mé a
little while! If thou fhouldft feel the univer-
fal fhock, would it not make- thee "fear and.
tremble too ¥ O be not high minded, but fear.

_Thou knoweft not yet what it is to die, though .
thou doft often endeavor to realize it~ Art
not thou in almoft all cafes exceeding timo-
rous and faint hearted? 1 know not of fuch a
coward as thou art. Why then always fo cour-
ageous, when thou doft meditate on death?
Art thou not flupid? Lord God, thou know-
eft. But I cannot be afraid to die: While
thou art with me, 1 will fear no evil: No, not
even though I were paffing through the valley

: . . of
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of death. ~This is the way to my Father's houle;
and .through it I muft pafls fooner or later, or I
can never be perfetly holy; never .fee his-
glorious face without a vail; never but through.
a glafs darkly. O, adored be thy name! I fhall
not always be kept at this painful diftance ; but
die 1 fhall, fo fure as I am now alive. Lord .
I blefs thee that thou haft faid, Death is yours,
I gladly take it in the inventory, notwithftand-
ing all its ghaftly looks, and amazing terrors.
Let flefh and: heart fail ; yet God is the ftrength.
of my heart, and my ponion forever. .

What though my eye firings crack, my blood:
chill, hands, feet and all grow cold, and all na.
wre is convulfed and diftreffed, while the foul:
is breaking loofe: Is this te-be compared 1o
the body of fin and death; under which 1.
groan ; but fhall then be delivered from, and
bid a fical adicu to forever ! O, tranfporting
thought! O death, where is thy fling; O grave,
where is thy w&ory ! Thanks be to-God, who
has given me the viflory, through Jefus Chiilt.
my Lord. Thou art furely. welcome to me.
No fears have 1 about thee, except my God.
fbould hide his face: But I truft he will not
deave me comfortlefs in that hour; but will
come to me, and his-rod and ftaff fhall comfort.
me. Bat let bim do with me, even in tha!, as
feemeth good unto him; he will not calt off
my foul, when turned out of the body by
death; but receive it to hlmfelf, and all fhall:
be wcll, let the time be when it will, or the
mrqumfhnces be what they may. Thcreforc L
wilkghll l'eJOlce, becaufe 1 fhall die. )

" Tuefday.
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Tucfday morning, November 6.—Ycfierday
cumbered with - many things of real necefliry .
for the body, which deprived me of . almoft all
my time for retirement. Determined to retire
lait evening, and fpend it in folemn thankfgiv-
ing'to God for the prefervation of his church
from the firft to that day : But was prevented.
O bow many hinderances are”there to keep the
foul from communing with its God in this
world of fnares! But ftop, my foul. Proceed
no farther io complaints, left thou fhouldft be
found to murmur. Caring for the body, God
hath made a duty; and therefore it muft be at-
tended, as well as caring for the. foul. True,
the one yields thee a> more {ubftantial pleafure,
a fublimer joy, than the other: It is good for
me to draw near to God in {weet retirement:
But this is not defigned, my foul, for thy con-
tinual ref. No: God hath otherwife ordered
it, in infinite wifdom. Therefore fubmit with
cheerfulnefs. Be not felfith always; but let
the glory of God, and a conformity 1o his wili,
be the ultimate end of all thy allions; and
thou mayeft enjoy him in. all things, even heve.
And &ill rejoice, and be comforted, O my foul.
- 1t cannot be long, at the moft, before thou fhals
enter into thine eternal refl: And then thow
mayeft drink and be fatisfied at the fountsin
head, the Spring of all confolation: Nothing
fhall ever interrupt forever and ever. O ak
tonifhing grace ! But why is: fuch a wretch as }
rejaicing in hope of this everlafting enjoyment
of the bleffed God! Lord, this muft be refolv.
cd into thy adorable fovercigaty. :

- . Tuefday
b
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- Tuefday cvening, Nevember 6. This has
blefled be Gad, been a good day tome. A
{weet calm has poflefled my breaft, and a fol-.
emn fenfe of things. And enabled ferioufly tor
talk to, and inftru@ my children. Some de-:
gree of thoughtfalne(s appeared in them. The
Lord feal inftruétion, and make me inftromental
of their good, for Jefus' fake. O make me
mare faithfol to them, both for foul and hody!

TR

March 22, 1754

THE day before yefierday marning refrelh-
ed in reading the xvth chapter of John. Rejoic-
ed in the bieﬂ'ed union between Chrift and my
foul. Had a lively fenfe, that without him I -
can do nothing ; a firong defire of abiding in
him, and bearing - much fruit, to the glory of.
his fovereign grace. Renewed folemnly the

_dedication of my whole foul and body to him;

to be kept by his mighty power, and to be his
own forever. Thought, if 1 had ten thoufand

fuch precious jewels as my own immortal foul,
I could freely cat them all into his treafury,
therefore my two mites fhall be accepted, even
my fowi and body; fince this is all I have., ... -
. Sabbatk cvening, Mareh 24.~——Tomorrow
noming it will be a year fince I was firt in-
duiged with the privilege of retiring to this
dear place for the performance aof fecret duties,
And though in this time 1.baye bad many in-
tersuptions from within and without; yet, blels
the Lord, my foul; for many-z gracious. rﬁhb
- hath-

1o
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hath he condefcended to make thee here, when. -

wo mortal eye has feen or ear heard. Here-
has God poured -out a fpirit of prayer; held
me up to wreftle with him for fpiritual bleflings.
in Chrift Jefus ;. firengthened my faith, love,.
repentance, zeal and every grace. Here he--
has given me views of himfelf and eternal..
things; cleared up my right to him and them ;.
and enabled me to renew my choice and dedi.-.
cations. O, this has been a good year to me [.
O my God, continue thy mercy, and give me-.
grace to improve this, and all my other privi.-
leges for thy glory, and the good of my pre--
cious foul, which is thine own forever, for Je--
fus’ fake.

Thurfday morning, April 4—This is a day _
fet apart for public falting and- prayer. O that:
God may fpirit his people and his minifers to»
Gry mlghuly to. bim this- day! Is not there a.
loud call in providence? Are there not fome:
places already difireffed by the bloodthirlty en-
emy? And are we not alfo in danger-? Surely-
we are ‘in eminent danger ; for our fins expole-
us to every thing that is. dreadful. Oh, how
great arc our abominations! Lord, humble us
in the dult before thee this day, and hear the .
crie of thy people: Lord, fpare thy people,
and give not thine heritage to reproach. O-
preferve thine honor. Magnify thy name above-
all the earth. Let not the- enemy mfulungly
fay, Where is now your God !.

O Lord, if event &y patience is-tired out, and
shou wilt bear no longer, but defolation mufts

come, as to temporals.; O pour out thy Spirit,.
' Lord..

e Ml
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-Lord. If fuffering times are coming, O give

fuffering grace; or who will be able 10 fland

“up for thee, again{t Antichrift and his combined

legtons! , :

Thurfday cvening, April q.—After 1 wrote
this morning, God condefcended to afford me
the humbling influences of his Spirit; enabled
me to confefls my fins, and the fins of the na
tion and land, and to bewail them before him;
and to refolve, by grace affifting,to throw down
every weapon of rebellion, and to be more than
ever devoted to him. Cried for firengthening
grace; and for fuffering grace, if I fhould live
to fee {uffering times. Deprecated beingz ever
left to defert Chrift, or his caufe. Begged that
F might, if it’ were poflible, rather fuffer ten
thoufand deaths. O that God, for his name’s
fake, may preferve me! Solemnly renewed my
written covenant, which feventeen years ago
was-folemnly owned before God and his boly
angels.. O blefled be God I lived to fee that
day! And that he hath not fuffered me to make
void that covenants O may it fland ratified
and confirmed in beaven forever and ever, for

he fake of Chrilt. For it is an everlafting cov-
erant, never to be forgotten. :

- Lord, hear the cries of thy peopld.this day,
1 befeech thee, and pour out a fpirit of fuppli-
cation more and mare upon thy own children.
O may religion thrive and flourith |- May the
Redeemer’s kingdom profper and be advanced.
O may all the kingdoms of the earth become
the kingdom of my Lord, and of his Chriit;
and may he reign forever and ever. '

. : Once
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Once this day' I was interrufted, I think by
a firatagem of Satan, who threw into my mind,
as a dan, fome things which I took hard of
fome neighbors: And withal fome relenument
began to rife. But prefently this {cripture .was
brought to my thoughts, « If ye forgive not
men their trefpafles againft you, neither will
your Father, who is in heaven, forgive yoa your
trefpafles.” Upon which 1 foon found not only
a difpofition to forgive them wmyfelf; but was
enabled to ery to God for them, that he alfo
would forgive them all their trefpafles againft
him, and unite them to Chrilt by a living faith.
Thus God overruled, and defeated Satan ‘ifr
his defigns againft me. Blefled be his pame
forever! : -

Saturday morning, May 25—~O my Lord,

when fhall § get near to thee, and unbofom-
wyfelf to thee! Lord, thou -feeft wants prefs
hard. I want faith, love, humility, repentance,
zeal, knowledge, - prudence, patience, and i

creafe of every grate ;and by faith and prayer to-

draw water out of the well"of falvation, that my
weary, thirfty, barren foul may be fatisfied, and:
made fat and flowrifhing, Lord, 1 am a Rran-
ger on earth; O hide not thy face from me,.
but let me recover fpiritual” firength, before I.
go hence, and be here no.more. 1 am a pil-
grim and ftranger here, travelling to nvy eternal

home. O when fhall'] reach the peaceful te-.

gions ! where ftorms and tempefls- never come;
where 1 fhall fee thy lovely face forever, and’
be like a holy God! I

: reoee oo Saturdaey

i
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" Saturday morning, September 7.—Have all
this week pat labored under bodily indifpofi-
tion, and. great duloefs in. fpirituals. The Lord
pity, forgive and quicken me according to- his
word., . -

Tucfday morning, September 10.—~Still in an
unfeuled frame. Cannat.fix on aay thing,
Nothing feems fpiritual cnough. 1 daily
want ; but cannot be fatished: .Every thing
feems to bave loft its life and vigor. My own
writitigs are all infipid ; nor can I find any bo.-
dy’s clfe, which feem to. favor of heaven e.
nough: No, not even the feraphic Watts him-
felf. All is flat and dull. The Bible gfelf does
not reach-me ! ‘

‘©O:my foul, what a,diforder bas feized thee
now ! Surely thou art fick; or thou wouldft
not have loft thy tafle at-this rate. O thatGod
may teftore thee to appetite and health again
fpeedily, if it be his blefled will. © bhow nearly

t thou allied to this body! Becaufe that is
,ﬁfordercd’, thou art alfo. God be merciful ta
me 2 finner, and deg with me in covenant love
and faithfulnefs, as thine own, for Jefus’ fake.

‘Friday morning, September 12.—1 have not
yet recovered my fpiritual tafte, and my foulis
faint and rcfiiels. . It wants food; and, Lord,
it will grow lean from day to day, if thou doft
not feed it with the bread of life. .

September 15, Sabbath morning.— As I awoke.
today 1 was refrefhed by thefe words, « Thisis
the day the Lord hdth made; we will rejaice
and be glad init.” And. theféys ¢ O, that .1
knew where I might fisd him! That 1 might

’ : come’
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come even to his feat! I would order my caufe
before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.”
—In reading Rom. vii. alfo, the Spirit of God
bore witnefs with my fpirit, that it is my daily
experience that I do delight in the law of God,
after the inward man. Notwithftanding the law
in my members, warring againft the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law
of fin which is in my members.

. Grace was for a few minutes drawa forth into
fenfible, lively exercife; and I appeared to
myfelf as a veflel which bad been wind bound,
and could by no means get forward, while wind
and tide;were againft it. But now, as there
feemed to be a favorable gale, determined to
weigh anchor, boift fail, ply my work,and make
all fpeed towards the defired haven.— .

But, alas! ere I could get to my clofet, to
pour out my foul to God there, I feemed be--
calmed again. May I improve every breeze
of the Spirit, fince, as the wind he bloweth
when and where he liteth. The Lord .make
me thankful, that I bave ngt been all the days
of-my life left deflitute of his operations.

This evening refrefhed and frengthened by
the dear Mediator’s -prayer, John xvii. whom
the Father heareth always; Yea, and he will
fulfil his requeft, though I cannot pray as I
ought. O my foul, believe and be comforted ;
for he will keep thee from the .evil. He will
fan@lify thee through the truth. - He will main-
tain the union between his blefled felf, and
thee, He will ere long take thee to himfelf, to

: behold
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“behold his glory., Amen, blefled Jefus; for I
am thine own forever.
" Decemder 25.—Very ftormy this morning.
Thunder, lightning, wind, rain, and hail. O
blefled be God for Jefus Chrift, that fure refuge
“from every ftorm, O may every one, who
this day pretends to celebrate his birth, with
praife, make their flight to him by faith, and find
fhelter under the fhadow of his wings, that they
may be fecured, not only fram temporal troub-
les, but from the ftorm of vengeance, which
hangs over a guilty world. Lord, have com-
paffion on poor, ignorant finners, and reveal thy
Son to them. O let them not perifh, fince a
_ glorious Savior is born, and the glad tidings
have reached our ears. O let not this place be
as Chorazin and Bethfaida, but Lord have
mercy on us, and turn us to thyfelf. Turn us
from the error of our ways, from darknefs to
light, and from the power of Satan’ t¢ God.
* Lord, pity us a finful people, laden with fins.
Truly our iniquities cry aloud for vengeance ;
but O pour out thy Spirit, and not thy fary.
Lord, what profit is there in our blood? O
" magnify the riches of thy fovereign grace, by
turning this people to thyfelf. O, wilt thou not
get to thyfelf a great name ? Surely thou wilt.
The glory will be all thine own. This people
is noted for vilenefs. O may thy power ap-
pear. True, O Lord, thou ftandeft in no need
of us, nor can our converfion add to thine ef-
fential glory; but to thy declarative glory it
_will. O, of thefe hearts of flone raife up chil.
drea unto Abraham. O let there he a thaking
' N among
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amang thele dry bones, if it be thy blefled will.
And, O Lord, revive religion in thing own
children. Here is there not a remnant, even in
this place, bad as it is, who are indeed thine
own, by regeneration and adoption? O, bleffed
be God, there is, or we had been as Sodom
and Gomorrba. Lord, in mercy pour out on
thefe a Spirit of prayer and fupplication. O
fir up thine own children to greater diligence
in thy way and work: O let them be ftrength.
qned, edified, yea fanfified throughout, for Je-
fus’ fake. O Lord, let not thine own children
live at fo low a rate, that they cannot be diftin-
guifhed from the children of the Devil. Lord,
I lament this before thee, that thou doft receive
{fo many cruel wounds in the houfe of thy
friends. O let the children of Zion appear fo
. eminent in their lives and converfations, that
all who know them may take knowledge of
them, that. they have indeed been with Jefus;
- are indeed united to him; and do indeed en-
joy fecret, intimate communion with him, day
by day. “Lor&Met it be thus, if it be thy blefl-
ed will. Upyeil thy glorious face, difcover
thine adorable perfetions to thy children, and
they will be more transformed into thy lovely
image : This will make their faces thine, when
they partake more.and more.of thy holinefs. O
let holinefs to the Lord be f{lamped upon all
their employments and enjoyrments as chriltians,
ealy to be read of every one, that glory may
sedound to thy great name. Lord, let it be no
longer faid of chriftians, profefling thy name,
here is one worldly minded, covetous, cheating;
. another
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another drunken; another overcome of his vio-
lent paffions, Oh that my head were waters,
-and mine eyes a fountain bf tears, that I "could
weep day and night for the difhonor done to
thy name by this. O my God, put forth thine
hand and flay me this moment, rather than let
me live to fee that dreadful day, when religion
fhall fuffer and be a ftench in the noftrils of
thine enemies, through my means. O my God,
preferve me by thine almighty power, not for
my fake, but for. thine honor’s fake. Lord, do
what thou wilt with me,.;as to this world, only
make me holy as thou art holy. Let me walk
as Chrift, my great pattern walked : Only let
my converfation be as becomes the gofpel of
~Chrift !

e e

Fanuary 1, 1755. .

O BLESSED be God who has brought me -

to fee the clofe of the laft, and the beginning

of this new year in peace. O my foul, how

-great has the mercy of thy God been to thee,
‘the year pat. How has he fed, clothed, and
comforted thee with his bounty, given thee a

good degree of health and ftrength, and caufed

every thing, -in his providence, to.work for

thine advantage. Surely, truth and faithfulnefs

have been written on all his dealings with thee.

He has bleffed thee alfo in fpiritual regards; has

_granted thee more frequentaccefsto his throne,
than in years paft, and has proved himfelf a

God hearing prayer. He has quickened, and

NS . encouragedsy.
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encouraged, and frengthened thee in his way ;
and though thou haft yet reafon to be humbled
before a holy God, becaule thou art nc more
conformed to bis lovely image, yet thou haft
realon to rejoice that he is daily carrying on
his own glorious work in thee, in oppofition to
all thine inbred lufts and corruptions, the world
and the Devil; and he will perfe& the fame,
for he is a faithful, omnipotent God. O my
foul, tand amazed at the goodnefs that has re-
covered thee from backflidings, - O, wherefore
is it, that the backflider is not filled with her
own ways? Why has not God long ago faid,

Let her alope ? Why am I net, from a backflider-

in religion, now.become an apoftate? O, whence
is it that my Ged has again condefcended to
retwrn to me, and admit me to draw near to
bim P yea even took me into his arms, and latd

e in his bofom, there to reft my weéary head !

O my foul, if there be the leaft fpark of grati-
tude in thee, now be faithful tp thy God, who
has thus semembered the day of thine efpoufals,
and would not let thee go, notwitbftanding all
thy provocations, thine usfaitbful dealings with
bim. O li¢ in the dufl, and adore the faithful-
pefs of a covenant keeping God, who has faid,

he will never leave thee nor forfake thee. O -

amazing grace! Afonithiog love! Q Lord,
who amn I, that thou art ftill mindful of me,and
that thou halt brqught me -hitherto? O let my

foul be firengthened. Since Omnipotence and

Faithfulnels have taken me into his hands he
will not let me go. O my God, bind'me ten
thoufand times fafter to thyfelf than ever.

’ . From
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Erom this day forward, let me be for thee "and’
noue elfe. O why fhouid anfy other objeét have
any part of my time, ftrength, talents, or
thoughts, fince all are thine? yea, the whole
heart is thine. Lord, in the prefence of thy holy-
Angels 1 folemnly renew the dedication of it to -
thee. O poflelsit. more than ever. Itis thine-
own. And let me: poflefs my own God more
than.ever. Lord, whom have I in heaven but
thee ? And thou, who knoweft all things, know-
cft that there.is nothing on earth I defire.in-
comparifon;, or competition: with- thee. O,.
therefore, whether 1 live or- die this year, let
me cnjoy thee, and all is well. Lord, I afk '
nothing elfe: This is all my falvation, and will.
be all my joy. 1f'I may but poffefs and glorify

" thee, all fhall be well.” Keep me upon earth, .

or take te to Heaven: Do with me as feemcth -
thee good: Only glorify. thyfelfy and lct me
have my.chofen portion.. O:let: nothing fteal
my heart from God. O bleffed Jefus, let nafep-
arating walls be between us..  Break them down: .
Rend every vail.. Idependon thee. O.appeac:
daily on my behalf..

Sabbath evening, Fanuaryg —0 Lord, pity-
and pardon thy poor child, pnder the remains-
of corruption... Lord, help me:: to - mortify the
deeds of the body, yea to crucify %: flefh mth
its affe&ions and lufts. Let them be cracified:
Let them be crucified.. Q let thenr die a fure-
death: Let them never recover {trength ; never:
feparate between  my God and .me; never:
break the bond of the everlafting covenant be-
tween thee and me, - Lord, pity, Lord, helps

‘ n. O be-
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O be not angry with me, but -fabdue my fins,
for Jefus' fake. Lord, efpoufe the caufe of
thy poor defencelels worm. Behold -what an
‘hoft is encompall:d againft me. Lord, reftrain
‘Satan, or hre will be.as -a ‘roaring lion. Help
me to overcome the world, or that will be too
‘hard for me. O my Savior, thou haft bid me
‘be of good cheer, fince thou haft overcome the
wmorld. - .Lord, Rand by and fisengthen me, and
then:1 will be of good cheer; for I know with
thee all things are .poffible. .Though I .am
weaknefs, thou art firength. O let me da:}y
fee thee, by an eye of fanh, and clalp thee in
" the arms of faith, and all fhall be- well : 1 .will
hot fear either-earth, or hell. O manifeft thy-
{eif 10 tne, as thou.dofl not 'to the wosld. O
let. me ‘enjoy thee, my life, my light, my love.
Let me lie on thy breaft, or lie at thy feet con-
tinually. O, bythy:grace, I have chofen the
one:thing needful : That better part: Let .t
never:beitaken from-me. O thow amuipotent,
faithfal - Jehovab, hold .me up in this life, and
teke m 1o thy [l hereafici, for I am ten thou-
fand times thine own; and thine, by thy: gmce,
I'will be fo-all eternity.

- February 20.—O my God, .appear: for me,
and 'break and huaible this haughty fonp
heart. - O, thou art, indeed, .a holy, jwd.and .
terrible: God ~and 1t is aﬂoni{hmg candefcen-
fon that everithou fhouldft admit fuch an uoe
Holy foul.as ‘mine into thy Majefly’s. prefence.
©O. lay me in‘the dufl, for I am.vile, exceed-
amgly wvile.. Lord, 1.am.norbicg:but wosads,
knuiles, :and putrifying fores;.: a perfod lump.
IR - of
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of ingratitade, pride, floth, unbelicef, hypocrify,
and all manner of .abomination. The whole
head isofick,.and the whole heart Rint: I bluth
sad cam athamed to look up, becaufe of my
nonconformity to thee. O thou, who art of
purer-eyes than :to beéhold fin, canft net but
abhor ‘thefe fins that thus pollute, and defile
my foul. Lord, I bewaiil them, .and long for
freedom from them. ‘But thou feeft how in-
iquity prevails over me. -O Lord, be not an-
gry with,-but pity thy poer helplefs worm. 1Is
sheremot a fountain fet open, @n the blood of
thy dear Son, for fin and uncleannefs? What
though my:fins are of a fcarlet .and crimfon
die, what thoogh 1hey "have ten thouland ag-
gravations, :is:not the blood of Chrift fufficient ?
Surely it.is. .O:apply it, for thy mame’s fake,
not only.to free e from the guilt and punifh.
ment of fin, but from its pollution alfo. O
bicfled Jelus.thou didft:die to fave thy people
_from their fins, not.in them. O fave me; even
me, unwosthy:as 1.am, frem mine. O let vie-
torious ;grace gain -a:frefh: conquelt- over my
covruptions, :that: I:may. gladly hear tby .voice,
and open my:heart to thee. And O come in
and{up with:me, and I with thee. O for u-
ndon, and more intimate communion with thee.

. hord, conformy me 20 thine image. It is caly
‘with ~thée. O grant me fome :transforming

wiews, and bring my foul out of . the pit. 'O
Lord, - if shoa dolt not uphold me, 1 fhall dif-
Bonor thy great name. O bind me to .thyleif.
" _Let Zion profper, and blefs thy minifters,
dcar Lord, withy the riche® iof thy. bleflings. ug
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take them near thyfelf. Lord, encoura-ge
quicken, and ftrengthen them, for. Jefus’ fake:

February 21.—This mornivg the Lord gra- .
cioufly afforded me the bumbling influences of
his blefled Spirit. I think my bheart was im-
fome meafure broken under a fenfe of fin. My.
pride, floth, ingratitude, hypocrify, and unbe.
licf, appeared odious:. Had fome ftrength to-
plead for pardon. and viary over- them, for
jefus’. fake. The.Lord hear-and anfwer. O:
let me rife by. repentance;. and renewed afls of
faith in the dear Mediator; and O pour out:
on me a fpirit of prayer-and fupplication, that:
1. may pray for.thy minifters, and for the prof-
perity of Zion, as well as for-mine own foul..
Lord, in mercy: pour.out thy. fpirit:now,- upon-
minifters and people. In this trying, diftrefling -
time, Lord,. arife. for.thine henor’s zke, . and.
for thy Son’s fake:-.

Sabbath day, March 2 —Yelterday I:was in--
dulged with another opportunity to join with.
my.dear, dear friend, Sufa.Anthony, in prayer: i
for ourfelves, for minifters, and private chrift- :
ians, the profperity of. Zion, in all parts of the - 1

world, for. dizeQion in.the affairs. of life, fop-
finners, for prefervation . from our enemies, or: -
grace to be faithful if they prevail, for all in .
authority, for.ous: déar: selations.. The Lord:
be praifed for-aflitance, granted, and bear and .
anfwer for Jefus’ fake.. . ‘ -
March 20.—This  day- being - fét apart, by -
our fociety, for falting and prayer, 1 determine
ed, by grace affifling, to devote the whole day .
. the exercifes: of .religion, in fecret as well as
Lol . : -
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n public, and if I found 1 could bear up,
withouat being unfitted for duty, wholly to ab-
{twin from all food or refrelhment.

. That.text fagmed to remove my fears abom
y fireagth failing in the morning, “ Ifye have
faith, as a grain of muftard feed, ye ﬂlall fay to

- this mouatain, Be thou removed.” Thefe words,

alfo, of Elther, ¢ 1 and my maids will faft alfo,
and fo will [ go in to the King.” And bleffed
be God, he has [upported and ftrengihened me
almoft to the clofe of the day, and 1 hombly
hope has enabled me to keep fuch a faft as he
has chofen. Surely God has affited me in
confeflion of fins, both mine own, and thofe of
our nation, and in my cricsefor pardon and
ﬁrengxh, to momf) , and finally ovescome, both
in his houfc, and in fecret, and in resewing my
<ries for bolinefs, cven an entire conformity to
his image. God has afifted me, alfo, in the
work ag felf cxammatlon, and fhone in on the
evidences of grace in my foul, affited me in
reading, in renewing folemn covenant engage-
ments. Thc Jord, He is God. The Lord
gehovah is ny Gad, and 1 am his forever. 1

ave not been crying to Baal, or any of the
idol gods, but to the living God, even to that
God wha has fliled himfelf a God hearing
prayer: And he will hear and aniwer, for Je-
fus’ fake.

O my foul, be comforted, for God will rar-
ry on his own work in thec. He will fubdue
thipe iniquities here, and ere long take thee to*
himfelf: And then a difmiffal to fin, forever.
Amen, Hallelujah Bleffed be God for Jelus -

" Chrift,
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Chrift, the foundation of all my hopes and joys,

whofe I am, and by grace will be forever.
Saturday afternoon, April . Blefled be
God, indulged again with opportunity to unite
in prayer with my two dear friends. God
granted them freedom, held them up to wreftle
with him, for a revival of religion, the profper
ity of Zion in general, and efpecially for min-
ifters, for ourfelves, and all dear to us by the
bonds of nature: Affifted in confeflion and hu-
miliation, as well as petition. I truft 1 alfo
did bear my part, while joining with them¢
Was, 1 think, folemn and engaged. The Lord
hear and anfwer: Accept of any dégree of fin-
- cerity, and gracioufly reward it for Jelus’ fake,.
who purchaled and beftowed it. The Eord
pardon the fins and imperfeQions cleaving to
all our performances. ‘O Lord, they have need
of wafhing in the blood of Jefus Chrit. And
in particular humble me under "thy frown up-
on me, when I attempted to-open my mouth
in prayer. O Lord, fhow me, if it be thy
blefled will, wherefore thou didft contend with
me, by withholding the influence of thy Spirit.
O why was } fo fhut up, in a moment firuck
dumb before thy throne? Did I venture to ap--
proach in mine own ftrength, witheut that de- |
pendence on thy .bleffed Spirit, which is his
due? O Holy Spirit, did I thus grieve thee
and caufe thee to withdraw ? Lord, [ lament
it, and own thou art jult. O forgive me.—On
" Lord, didft thou fee, if I were enlarged, that
fpiritual pride would arife and rob thee of thy
. Aue, by alcribing that to folf which belongsa-
. lone:

-

h
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lone to thee ? O didft thou do it, to hide pride
from mine eyes? Lord, let it have this effe&,
for Jefus’ fake, and I will rejoice even in mine
iefirmities. - If it were owing to bodily indif-
pofition, rather than foul difeafes, Lord, thow
.knoweft: And O if it be thy will teach me to
diltinguifh, that I may fubmit 10 thy fovereign °
plealure. God forbid that I fhould murmur,
for thou art an holy, wife, fovereign, good
God;™ and doft all things well. But, O fuffer
me to long for that joyful period, when all.thefe
hindrances fhall be done away; when fin fhall
never more cloud thy lovely face, nor fhall my
foul be clogged with this crazy body, but al-
ways fly {wift as a Seraph to execute thy com-
mands.. O Lord, thou knoweft how it longs
to foar aloft and fly 4o thee, as a bird out of
the cage. "When, O Lord, when fhall the
prifon walls be broken down, that I may fee
thee as thou art, and be holy as thou art holy.
QO halten the time, if it be thine holy wisl.
But paufe, my foul, and be awakened! Doft
thou, in very decd, expe&t all this? Then
wait God’s time with patience. It is alwaysthe
beff. And be thankful for what thou doft en- -
doy. of God here. It is ten.thoufand times
more than thou defervelt; yea, infinitely more.
O follow hard afier bim. Fill every part of
time with duty: If thou canft not find him in
one daty, turn to another. He will be found
of thee here, m fome degree. O love him
more, praife him more, truft him more, rejoice
in him more, aim more at his glory. Be faith-

ful.unto death, and he will give thee a crow:;‘
of
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of life. Fly to that promife, for heé will futfil
it, “ Allthings work together for good, to them
who love God, to them who are called accord-
ing to his purpofe.” Rejoice, my foul, for in
Chrift ]Jefus all are yea and amen.

Saturday cveming, Agpril 19.—I have been
thele two days paft in very poor, low frames,
much bodily indifpofition, headache, great
cold, quite unfit for clofe application'to pre-
paratory work for the facrament. The Lord
pity and pardon for ilcﬁm’ {ake, who has died,
the juft for the unjuft. O may I, by his blood,
be brought nigh unto God. Ilord, deal not
. with me according to my fins, nor reward me
" according to mine iniquities, for if thou doft, I

fhall furely profane thine hely table, and
come empty away; yea, expofe myfelf to terri-
ble judgments. Lord, appear for me, unwor-
thy as I am, and prepare my unprepared heart.
O ftir up fuitable defires, hunger and thirft af-
ter communion with thyfelf. Yea, draw forth
cvery facramental grace into lively exercife.
O mel this frozen bheart. Grant me evangeli-
cal repentance, that I may look on him whom
1 have pierced, and mourn bitterly as for-an
only fon. O humble me to the duft, and give me
a fenfe of pardon, if it be thy bleffed will. ~Let
faith and love flili cling to, and embrace a glo-
rtous Chrilt in all his offices ; and © for his
fake, Lord, grant mg, difcoveries of thine adora-
ble perfeftions, that' my foul may be transform-
~ed more into thy lovely image. O ‘for fome
shigher degrees of grace.  Lord, quicken,
firengthen and fanflify me throughout. O fay
that
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that 1 fhall grow ftrong in the grace which is
in Chrift Jefus. Lord, let me not always re-
main a dwarf, a babe in Chrilt; but O caufe
me to grow as the lily, or as the tall cedars of
Lebanon: May I, by faith and love, mount
ap, as on eagle’s wings, towards Heaven. O
1 am weary and heart fick of thefe low grovel-
ing frames. Ilongtoarife. Lord, draw me near
to thyfelf by the .igfluences of thy - blefled
Spirit. ' O water me with the dew of heaven.
refrefh my foul with a plentiful thower, now in
this dry and thirfty land, where no water is. O
may the Sun of righteoufnefs arife with heal-
ing in his wings, and fhine into, and warm this
.cold heart. O let every property of the blood
of Chrift be applied to my poor, neceffitous
foul. Lord, hear, for his fake, who fhed his
precious blood on the accurfed tree, even fog
fuch as me. O may I, by this ordinance, be
bound ten thoufand times fafter to thyfelf than
ever. O thou great Captain of mg falvation,
8o before me, and conquer all my foes: Sub-
due my ftubborn will; yea, fubdue me wholly
~ and forever to thyfelf. Come, Princé and
Savior, come and reign in me, whofe right it
és; and, O Lord, haften the time when I fhall
enjoy thee, behold thy glory, fee thee as thou
art, when all veils and walls of feparation fhall
be forever broken down, and 1 fhall gaze, a-
dore and praife, as glorified faints and angels
do. Then this crazy load fhall trouble me no
more, nor fleep, that devourer of precious time,
nor a vain world, that difturber of my peace
and engroffer of my thoughts, nor Satan wlith
O ' . 4 ~ his

-
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his' fiery darts.  Sin fhall ceafe, -odious fin fhail
ceafe forever, O that this were the happy me-
ment. ‘It was thou that caufedft my Lerd w
bleed and die; it is thou that haft fo dften
grieved his blefled Spirit; and hid his 'lovely
face from ‘me. God forkid, 1 fhould ever.be
friends with thee, hateful monfter! Lord Jefus,
let this-enemy be crucified, let ‘it be crucified
for thy name’s {ake, ard all fhall be well for-
ever. 1 will, by thy -grace, wait with-patience
mine appointed time. Thy will be done on
earth as it-is in Heaven.
April 22.~Blefled be ‘God, the 'Babbath was
a fweet day to me. It pleafed God gracioufly
to afford 'me the influences of his Spirit all the
day, and'in fpeuvial at -his ‘table. My:whole
Toul was'engaged. < 'think repenrance, faith,
love, defire, ‘and every facramental grace was
in'lively exercife. Sin esppeared bateful ; its
utter "deltruflion 'was 'vehemently -longed- for,
und the increafe of grace thirfted for. Re-
. newed -folerin covenant, ‘pleaded ‘that 1
mighit renew my-firength: Phat ‘in might now
he nailed ‘to the ‘accurfed tree. TLonged Tor
the ‘Alll enjoyment of God ; did’believe -God
would keep me'by his mighty power here, and
it laft'bring me to:glory. ‘And ‘he will, myFouil,
he will. ‘O'be is <a faithiful Géd. ~Fhe fnare
is - broken, ard 'l 'am ‘efcaped; brokeniby-a
lorious Chrift. ‘O  Bleffed *be God, for jefus
‘Chtit. 1 'longed that every -foul there might
‘be’ indeed ‘united to *him, ‘and-enjoy commu-
‘wion with him, ‘1' heard that day,-alfo, that ‘my
% T poat
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poor performance was printed.* This gave me
a fenfe of my vilenefs, and earneft longings
that God might be glorified thereby. It ap-
pears anothei folemn bond and obligation for
me to lead a holy life. My foul rejoiced in
.every bond, and longed to be bound ten thou-
Yand times falter than ever. New arguments
put into my mouth to plead for holinefs in
heart and life. 1n the evening very ill,; and fo
remained all night, and the day after. Rejoiced
that God had enabled me to yicld aflive obe-
dience before, faw that I was then called to
paflive obedience, and when God might give
cale hoped to return to alive again. And
‘bleffed be God, he bas eoabled me fo to do
with vigor. A precious refrefhing feafon at
the throne of grace today: A (weet calm ever -
fince. The bufinefs of the day plealant. Have
enjoyed God in all. O my foul; be thankful,
and prefs forward. . Let nothing difcourage
thee, for thou haft to do with a compaflionate,
faitbful God, who will fecure his own honos,
.and order all thins well for thee, who art his
forever, for Jefus fake. '

April go.—Afier | wrote yelierday had free-
dom at the thrane of grace: Was, 1 truft, ra-
-ally affifted in pleading with God for his min-
C . . : ilters,

* Mrs. Ofbers hms reference here to s letter, which fhe wrote to
a chriftian female friend ; which came to the fight of the -Rev. Mr.

_Pnince of Boftons who applied o the duthor for_her confent te the
" publication of it. She confented, on condition that her vame thoyld
not be infested. 1¢ wasaccordingly publified under the following
title ; ¢ The netyre, certainty, and evidence, of true Chriftianity;
In aletter from a lewoman in Rhodeillind, to anatber, her dear
friend, in great darkoefs, doubt, and concern of a religious natyre.”

This leticr, contsining 14 or 1§ pages oftavo, bas had a fecond,
and shird editian, while (he lived ; and is mow eut of print.
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ifters, and his churches, that his own fory -

misht be advanced. Enabled to leave all e
vents with him, and determined to acquiefce
in his will, whatever it might be, by the affift—
anee of his Spirit and grace. The wildom -of
God appeared lovely, which orders all things
well ; yea, and it is infinite. O may I ever
fubmit to it,and toadorable fovereignty. Lord
take from me every degree of refiftance, all
ftlubbornnefs, fournefs, all pride and opinion of
mine own knowledge. Let me have no choice
I any event or affair but what is firlt thine. O
that my will were wholly fubje&, that it might
forever harmonize with the divine will. O
that there might never be another jarring note,
no difcord, but that God mizht be forever glo-
rified in and by me, as by the angelsin heaven.
‘Father, thy will be done. Amen: Thy will be
done on earth as it is.in heaven. _
~ May 1.—A golden feafon at the throne of .
grace, after I wrote yeflerday. The Lord
- make me thankful. A view by faith of the in-
‘finite wifdom, mighty power, ablolute.fovereign- -
ty, and aftonithing condefcenfion of the glori-
ous and faithfal Jehovah. Had Tome [weet
thoughts on the nature of true friendthip:,
Pleaded that with Abraham ef old I might ap-
prove myfelf his faithful friend, by univerfally*
obeying his will ; efpoufing his caule againft ali
that oppofe it ; adorning the profeffion I have -
made by an holy life. Here faith fixed om the ™
power of God, to fubdue every rebel in me, '
and rejoicing becaufe he can with infinite eafe -
fpeak me into bolinefs. It is but to fay, I -
: wild;
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will ; be thou cleanfed: I will ; be thou holy -
I will; be thou ftrong, and very courageous,

and it fhall be. I fhall hold on my way, renew.

my- flrength, and mount up towards heaven,

for Chrift will keep the precious foul committed .
to his charge, the purchafe of his precious
blood. Here with joy I again conmitted it into
his faithful hands, and triumphed in him as my
firong refuge, my rock, my high tower and fure
defence, and have ever fince had fweet peace.
Thofe words -have been lovely to me, ¢ Great
peace have they, who love thy law, and nothing
thall offend them.” And thefe, “ Thou wilt
keéep him-.in perfe& peace, whofe mind is ftayed.
on thee.” .

Enlarged:alfo in' requelt for miniflers and!
ehriftians, that God may be glorified in them:.
And I troft God will grant my requefls, for he
brought me into his. banqueting houfe, and I
truft did hold out the golden fceptre, and ena-
ble me. 1o draw nigh, and touch the top: His-
banner over me was love, and he will grant me-
all that: confifts with bis glory, and I want no-
more. May. his will be done on- earth, - as it is~
in'heaven. Amen and amen..

Monday, May 5.—When I wrote laft evening;-
1:feemed only ratignally convinced that. things-
were well with me, but did not find the lively- -
exercife of holy. joy till I came to pray. Then-
E had a precious feafon, a diftin& view of my
igooerance of God, his perfe@ions, and of alt
divine things: I appearcd as a beaft before-
bim. A precious view of Chrift, in his pro-
phetic office, renewed my cboi.cc of him: In«
o o this»
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this.pleaded ‘my great need of diviac teaching 3
believed be would teach me by his blefled
Spirit, and ‘lead me into all neceffary trush.
Rejoiced in him, as the great and only teacher
gome from heaven. Hadal{oanhumbling fente
of the univerfal depravity of my nature. The
diretl. contrariety w0 a holy Gdd, and the ftub-
bornnefs of my perverle will, my unbelief, pride,
floth, hypocrily of my heast, how,awfulty guilty,
bow deeply polluted.” This I bewailed, and
that I have been a tranfgreflor from the -womb,
an ungrateful abufer of divine mercy. But
€hrilt Jefus appeared fo glorious and lovely in
his priefily oflice, that my foul was tran
with joy : His obedience and his blood; his
glosious refurreétion and fellion at bis Father's
right hand ; his being touched with the feeling
of my infirmities. My foul flew to bim, and
embraced him; as my great High Pricl}, my
great Advocate in the court of heaven : Flead-
ed for juftification, a free and full pardomn, for
bis. fake alone. A view fiH of the great power
and tyranny of fig, Sajan. and the world, to draw
oil:inyp heart from God. . Renewed my. choise:
of Chrift, as my abfolute fovereign, my Printey
as well.as Savior : Committed my precious foul
again into his meroiful apd faubful bands:
Yeay. and he will keep, by his mighty powety
what I have committad: to him, for he‘is-a glo~
rious King, and he s my God and King; and: §
wiil, :by his. grace; be his loyal fubject fozevens
May 2gSince I wrote lalt have had pre-’
ciays fealons of prayer : 1 iruft real commuoion
with God, in his glorious attributes ; joyfal res
i o newals
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newals of cholce and furrenders of foul. ‘The
Lord make me thankful.

Yofierday morning more confufed, and fo
bave been ever fince, by a ferious caution given
by a chriftian friend, by which I was convinced
- 1 bad been betrayed into too rath a cenfure of
anotber’s failings. O will God forgive me,and
forbid I fhould ever indulge a cenforious fpir-
it. Lord, let me not be unmerciful to the
failings of athers, while I have the feeds of ev-
ery abominationin me, and it is owing tofove-
reign grace alone, that I have not fallen into
every thing that is dreadful. O my foul, be
bumbie. Who hath made thee to difler, or
what haft thos, which thou haft not reccived ?
~-O shat ‘God would humble me, and conquer
this praide and arrogance in me. O bateful fins
I abhor myfelf for it. O wath it away in the
precious blood of my dear Redeemer.

Blefled be God, after T wrote this morning:
he poured on me the humbling influences of
his bleffed Spirit in prayer, for the pride of my:
beart. 1 was athamed to look up, becaufe fo
usholy, fo. unlike my great Pattern. -1 loathed
and abliored myfelf, and have ever fiace card
sied felf abhorrence about me. Biefled be
God, for the reproof given by his fervant, and
applied by his blefled Spirit. The Lord blefs
his fervant, and make . him more and niore
faithfad. O enrich his precious foul daily, with
mooe of the graces of thy Blefled  Spirit, that -
thow mayelt be glorified in him here and to all.

eternity,
S . Moadsy
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Monday morning, Fune 9.—O this crazy
Joad, this floth, this fleep. How much of my
precious time does it engrofs. O when fhall it.
ence be, that every moment fhall be devoted:
to the immediate fervice of my God. O blef-
fed be God! it will be fo-ere long. Wait, my.
foul, with patience, and mean while be thankfulb
for the moments thou doft enjoy. Do not mur-
mur. God gave thee thy body, thy conftitu-
tion, and as it is infirm and wants refrefhment

by fleep to fit it for fervice, do not complain;’

but be thankful, for it is God who gives his be-
loved fleep. How many have this night groan-
ed, and wifhed for the mercy thou haft enjoy-
ed. The Lord make me thankful. But G

fuffer me pot to indulge the monfter floth. O--

my God, behold how an enemy lies in ambufb*

‘on cvery fide, and pity me. If I acknowledge

the work of thy grace, and atempt to praile
thee, behold pride and vain glory tyranmzing. .

If willing to take the refrefhment thou affordeft:.

~me, behold floth lurks under that cover. O¢
thefe crawling toads; théfe hiffing ferpents!. how

contrary to thee and me ! Lord, fubdue them,.

for Jefus’ fake, and hold me, by thine almighty:
power, near thylelf. Lord, do but command,.
and they fhall hide their impious heads. O
orufh them forever; my King and my God;.
for 1:am thine, arnd thou art mine.

Thurfday morning, Auguft 7.—While writing,
yelterday had a realizing fenfe of the Rability

af the promifes, the fecurity of the faint while.-

furrounded by them: Could,'in the firength of
the Lord Jehovah, bid defiance to all the pow- -



1755.] Mnrs. SARAH OSBORN. 165

ers of fin and hell. Had a precious feafon at
the throne aof grace in making over all my vaft
concerns into the hands of Chrift, pleading that
he might fully polfefs me by his Spirit,in cvery
room and faculty of my foul. O let all my de-
fires and affefltions be collefled and fent, and
all ‘'my delights lodged above in the higheft
heaven, where Chrift Jefus is. Lord, fo wean
me from things below that I may in a moment
be ready to pals over Jordan to meet thee.

O my God, I have latcly {feen what the ago-
nies of death mean. A fhocking fight, indeed,
while the poor unpreparcd foul fhrinks back
and would lodge in its crazy cottage! But go
it muft, and appear beforc God. I had a deep

“fenfe of things, while with my dying neighbor,
" and God enabled me to fend up ftrong cries to-
him for the poor foul. My fpirits were over-
whelmed, and my whole frame crufhed with the
weight. But alas! time is fled and gone, and
the flate ofthe foul is unalterably fixed in bound-
lefs eternity. 'Whether in weal, or woe, God
knows: I determine not. But this I know, that
the will of a juft and fovereign God is done,
and he is glorified, yea and will be glorified:
And may his will be forever done, whatever
becomes of his enemies. In their mifery, ftriGtly
fpeaking, I do not rejoice; but in God's being
glorified I do, and will rejoice. Let every one,
who finilly loves not the Lord Jefus, be accurf
ed; yea, let all in me that loves him not, be
bitterly accurfed. Let all that will not fubmit
1o the fceptre of his grace be crufhed with his
ironi rod; yea, let him dafth them in pieces as.a
ST potter’s,
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pottér’s veflel. In this, thou, Liord, who know-
eft all things; knoweft that I will rejoice.. Tlis
thou knoweft I have been feeking many years
with fupplications and tears. And O remember
them, and anlwer them, my Ged and my King.
Q brandifh thy viGorious fword: Make it
drank with the heart’s blood of thine enemies.
O let not an Agag efcape. O let not one
room, nor fo much as the corner of a room be
poflefled by thefe_ traitors. But come, Lord
Jefus, come now and poflefs a foul that is thine 2
Comey Lord, and fatisfy it with thyfelf. O let
the perpetual voice be there, % Chrift and his
Spirit, Chrift and his grace—none but Chrilt,
none but Chrift.” :

-O Thou aliogether lovely One, come and a-
bide with me. Lord, either ftay with me, or take
me to thyfelf. O I cannot let thee go. What
is all this world to me? If thou be abfent,thon
knoweft I cannot be comforted. No, by thy
grace, I never will: Nothing but mine own por-
tion fhall content me. O, let the blefled union
.be more avd more complete day by day. Grarnit
me fenfible communion with thee. O manifeft
thyfelf 1o me as thou doft not to the world, for
thou haft redeemed me by thy precious blood,
and thou haft by thy Spirit applied the purchal-
-ed redemption. Lord, thou knoweft I 2m not
of the world, for thou halt cslled the out of the
world. I have heard thy voice and have fol-
lowed thee: Yea, and by the affilftance of thy
grace (for without thee I ¢an.do nothing) I am
determined to follow thee whitherfocver thou
- goefl,

" Wednefday
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" Wednefday morning, Auguft 27.—By the in-
tenfenels of my thoughts on-God and divine
things, Jdtt-week, my animal [pirits have been
tnuch cxhauﬁed .and bodily indilpofition in-
creafed, fo - that 1 havesfince been interrupted
in 'my Bight ‘heavenward. But flill 1 ‘have
¢aufe to be thankful ; yca to blefs, admire and
adore the aftonithing riches of grace ; for I do,
through it, ‘walk:with ‘God again. O that I could
take every backfliding child in the whole world
by theihand,2nd lead them back to their heav-
enly Father, fince 1, who bave ‘been a backflid-
er, an abufer of the richeft grace and deareft
love, am, notwithftanding all, reftored. O
race! O Truth and Faithfulnefs! Surely there
g no 1god like my God, forgiving -iniquity,
tranfgrefﬁon and'fin; yea, crimlon ‘end fearlet
fins, 'big with -the grcatéﬁ ingratiude. 'Oblufh
- and'he aftoniftred 'ye hesvens oyer -my héad,
thou -earth under'my feet:'For'l have finned
agairft that light and endearing love, that many
thouifarids nbw ‘in "hell never did: " And yet O
how does that ptecious blood plead for me! O
how doesit cleanfe, pardon and Tan@ify. How .
does it ovetflow and -cover the huge rocks and
mountains ‘fin has raifed in my foul, and tri-
umphs over all, and will'{peak peace and par-
don:” Will bnng home the guilty runaway -to
ker Bod-and 'Father, and caufe him to-be-rec-
onciled and'fmile again. ‘O precious ‘blood!
O-precious 'Chrift!' O 'blefled union between

Chrift and my fou). ‘ T
'He will do all things well: "He will givegracé
and glory: ‘He wﬂl cdtry on his' own- work lto
: the
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the laft finifhing firoke. Oppofe him, world:
Oppofe him, lufts, tyrants and traitors: Oppofe
him, devils! Ye {hall not all be able to pluck
the foul out of his hands. O precious, almighty
and faithful Savior! O ye angels who excel in
firength, if poflible, love him more, praife him
more. O all ye faints on earth, renew your
flight to him and love him more. O my foul,
who haft of all creatures moft reafon, Jove him
more and ferve him better.
. - Friday morning, Secptember 19—My heart is
now full of grief becaufe full of folly. My unruly
tongue dropped many things yefterday which I
fear will prove a difadvantage. O when fhall
1 ceafe to vindicate myfelf to man. Lord,
when fhall this pride, this oftentatious {pirit be
fuppreffed? O pity and pardon me. Gracious
Lord, teach mec how, as far as in me lies, to
live peaceably with all -men, and to approve
myfelf to God.and confcience, and let the
. world judge of me what it will. O that I might
follow peace with all. men, and holinefs, without
which no mpn fhall fee the Lord. O for a
meek and quiet fpirit! this is to be Chriftlike.
. Monday morning, Oéober 6. O! I have
caufe to hang my harp upon the willow, for all
the day, yeflerday, I was at an awful diftance
from God: My heart like a dry, barren wil-
dernefs, -little in it but wanderings. O my
" heart was pained laft night, and wanted to ex-
prefs itfelf. by prayer, ;but could not find free-
dom of accefs, till on my bed I.fought him
whom my foul loveth, and obtained a liule re-
lief.  But now L am heart fick of myfelf, and
. ) . é. of

-
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_of my poor lifelels duties. Lord, what are thefe
"dead facrifices to thee, the living God? Are
they not an abomination in thy fight, O theu
holy,” holy, heartfearching fehovah? O thou
art infinitély juft, if thou leave me thus to my-
" felf, for I bave daily forfeited all the dffiftance
of thy bleffed Spirit. But, O take not the for-
feiture at myhands. Lord, I am ruined and
undone, if thou depart from me. 1 cannot let
thee go. O ftrengthen my fuith! O may Om-
nipotence hold me! Let not f{in -triumph and
vaunt'like a Goliah. O let it not feparate be-
tween my God and me, much lels pluck me
out of 'thine hands. * O that mine head were
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that
1 could weep day and night, becaule of my

contrariety to thee. : '
Tuefday morning, Oftober 7.——1 lcarcely
know now what to make of mylelf. I am de-
jefled, pained at my heart. There fcemsto be
a veil of feparation between God and my foul,
“but ‘I cannot' find in particular what it is.
Whetber any thing more than bodily indifpo-
~ fition'be in thé way, 1 cannot tell. I know fin
1 daily do; but God keeps me watching a-
" gainft temptation, .amd crying for Rrength to
ftand ; 'and God knows the way I take, though
I know not thé way he ‘takes. He knows I
want to follow hard after him, 'and am deter-
mined, by his grace, never to let him go, nor
to leave him or his ways. He knows 1 choofe -
any or all the affliftions in this world, rather
than be at a diltance from him, or fuffered to
fin againft ' him. He knows I want to ferve
P . and
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and love him more, yea with all oy heart and
faul and firength. He knows 1 long to fly -
Twift as a Seraph, to execute his commands.
God knows that, for his glory, T want as high
degrees of grace as can conlift with a martal
ate: And he knows allo, that all my dcfires
are of his exciting, for [ an not fuflicient for
one of myfelf. And why art thoy caft- down, O
my foul, and why art thou difquieted within
me? Hope thou in God, for I fhall yet praife
him, who is the healib of my countenance and
“my God. If, for a.finall. moment, he hide his
face, he will teturn. O my foul, fubmit. Do
‘not murmur, but trult in God ; for he is the
faithful and vnchangeable Jehovah: And he
will have compaffion on thee fill, becaufe he
will ‘have compaflion. As he always was, (o he
always will be {elfmoved, and fhow mercy for
'{efuf‘fake,_ for thou art accepted in the be-
oved. o , -
Tue/day noon.- Bleffed be Cod, afer 1
wrote ‘'was enabled to eafe my burdened heart,
by pouring out my foul in prayer to God; he
heard 'my cries, and has afliffed me in my bu-
finefs, and fince my cares and concerns, as
well as foul, aré calt ypon him, 1 have been
at reft. And now, Lord, éither keep me from
_being tempted to fin, or fupport and deliver me
when tempted. O go with me, for Jefus’ fake,
and bind me faft to thyfelf forever,
Thurfday morning, Oéober g.~———Yellerday
. fhut up, and much indifpofed in body. Not
cnlarged in prayer ;' but, bleffed be God,
watching and lifting up ejaculatory petitions to
- be
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be kept from, or preferved in temprations, and’

God. preferved me. 1 was refrethed in the e-

vening by converfation, and in my fleep in the

night thought I befieged the tbrone of grace,
urging that the kingdom of heaven [uffers vio-
lence, and the violent take it by force, and de-
termining not to give out, but prefs forward
tfl I obtain. . But, alas! I am deflitute of life

and vigor this morning. The Lord revive me,

for Jefus® fake.

Evening, O&ober g.~——Blefled bz God, all
the forenoon 1 was kept watching. At noon,
. in_meditation and prayer, melted down by dif-
coveries of God in his holinefs, goodnefs,

truth, and faithfulnefs. Was ftrengthened to

* plead for growth and perfeverance in grace to

the end. Greally encouraged to hope, that,

God, for Jefus’ fake, will firengthen me yet

more. Solemnly renewed my choice of God’
for my God, and gave up mylelf afrefh, with"
vehement l(mgmgs to love and ferve blm bet-
ter, fince he has forgiven me ten thouland tal-"

ents. " Rcjoiced in my dear Redeemer’s prom-
ife, «1 will not leave you comfortlefs, I will
come to you.” O blefled be God for bis gra-

cidus vifit.

Saturday morning, Oftober 11.—Blefled be

God, 1 this morning awaked with him, and
have been refrefhed and delighted in fome con-
templations on his adorable - perfeﬂlons But
my elevated foul has only fluttered as a bird
from bough to bough, tranfported one moment
with thoughts on his wifdom, in another, his

holmefs, another, bis fovereignty, his power,
his
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his truth and faithfulnefs, and fo on. Sowme
fweets from thefe words, 1 kpow that my Re-
deemer liveth ; and though afier my fkin worms
defiroy this body, yetin my flefh fhall 1 fee
God,” O traniporting thought | O glorious
refurre@ion! Then 1 fhall gaze to eternity,
Then I fhall drivk_ my fill. Then I fhall be
like him, for 1 Thall.fee him as be is. Yea
even at death, my fou), thou fhalt be.admined;
Thou fhalt have the open vifion and full fin-
ition of God,.the. Father, Son.and Holy Spirit,
while the body fecurely fléeps ip its dufly. hed,
free as’' well as thou from all dilcerned evil, free
{rom fin the worlt of all.  Who knows but the
joyful period is at hapd 7 Who can tell, but the
fand is almoff run out, Rouﬁ: up, my- foul,
befir thyfelf. Improve every moment bere
for God, and in fpecial this day. Perhaps i
may be the laf. A& as if thou wert fure it
would bg fo.

Wednefday morning,. J\rovcmber 5 —1 nov, tq-
cord, on purpofe that, I may hereafier fee it -
more pasticularly, the good band of Providenge
in ordering all things well for us. For the
God who. bas fed and clothed me all my. life
long will not leave me now in any ftrait, uglefs
by my unbelief 1 prowoke him to it. - At pre-
. fent, our way is much hedged up. We can-
not, by our bufinefs, obtain wherewith to pay
- for our bread, butter, meat, or. any neceffary,
Cannot buy food for fo much as one day : Nor
can we fee any Tofpe& of procuring wood for
winter. ~Several debts we have unavoidably

contratted
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cdntralted lie’hcavy ori-thy fpirits, becaufe 1
know they, t6 whom we owe, want as well as
we, 0
My fol, iremember, * He that believes does
#ot: make Bafle” - If thou art in the way of
d&tg}, otng whit lies in thy power, tis all that
God requirés of thee. lLeave the reft with
@od to!work otit in fis own way and time : He
ddéés il things well, TFhou canft not; by taking
thought, add one’ cubit. Come,‘thou art mighty
ftrong: 4nd courageous when embarraflments
are'av-aidiftance.” Now, whiere . is- thy faith ?
Ndw Ged, in a gentle manner, puts thee upon
trial, do not draw back or fear, gut‘ caft all thy
care on him, for he careth for thee. Thou arr
‘of mofé worth- than many f(parrows, art better
© than the ravens, yea the véry hairs of thy head
are all numbered. God has- always appeared,
and he will appear for thee: Has he not-faid,.
I will' never leave thee; nor forfake thee ? Re-
member; he that has not withheld his Son from:
thee, will; with him, freely give thee all things:.
All things that he fees needful forthee. Come,
my foul,. Teft fecurely ‘now on the wifdom and:
care of thy heavenly Father. Venture on his-
er-and faithfulnefs, for it will never, never-
il. - Has he not faid, % Though the mountains-
depart; and'the hills be removed, yet his kind-
nels fhall - ot 'depart from- thee, néither fhall’
the covenant of his peace bé removed from'
thec p” Hé will give grace and glory, and no>
good: itihg will ie withhold from thofe who'
walk uprightly. - '
U e pe E S Afterr -
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After I wrote, 1 read part of . Matthew wi,
and when 1 came to that command, ¢ Seek
firt the kingdom of God and his righteoufnels,
and all thefe things fhall be added unto yom.”-
God excited a vehement thislt in my, foul afies
himfelf, his Chrilt, and increafe of flrengthen-
ing, quickening, and fan&ifying grace; beld up
my foul to plead for thefe as my chief good,
and I folemnly promifed, if he would grant me,
thefe, and fubdue my fins, I would be conient.
with any thing aad every thing his providencge
fhall allot; apd cafting my care on him, my,
foul was at reft, and is fo flill, bleflfed be his
name. In a quarter of an hour afier, 1 had
tidings of fome wood: So foon did God anfwer
my faith and prayer, as to outward things. , - .. -

Thurfday morning.— Aflifted in prayer, and,
my faith drawn out into exercile, both for fpir-,
~itual and temporal bleffings. A temperal favor.
received prefently after, in whbich the hand of:
God appeared plain. e :

Sabbath evening.—Blefled be God, motwith-
flanding all the glooms ‘and diftraftions that .

perplexed me, occafioned, 1 believe, by bodily .

diforders, and "a malicious mifchief making °
cdevil, God gave me fome nearnefls of accefs 1a.
his throne in the morning, to cry for deliver-:
ance, and at his table enabled me to;renew my.
vows and -engagements to be the Lord’s. Held,
up my foul to wrellle with. him, for. firengthena,
ing, perfevering grace, as well as pardoa, that,
the blood of Jelus Chrift may cleanfe 1nq from,
all fin, the pollution as well as condemnatiop.
God knows I cannot be fatisfied with the lbcf

. ief
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lief of being delivered from condemnation;
but 1 want to be faved from my Gns. 1 want
them crucified and flain. I want this accorled
enmity, hateful pride, odious unbelief takea
away, and God’s image more and more reflor-
ed, - that 1 may glorify him o» earth, and finifh
the work he bas given me to do.

«When pleading again for this after I came-
home, and folemnly protefling, if Cbrit would.
{fubdue my fins, and firengthen me,. 1 would
live more to him than ever, I thought the bleff-.
¢d Jefus afked me, Believeft thou I am able to
do this for thee?* My foul replied with tears,.

Lord, I believe: Help thou mine unbelief. I

know it is but for thee to fpeak the word, and:
1 fhall be holy, 1 fhall be ftrong and very cour-
ageous.. Then I had firong confolation. froms
thofe blefled promifes, My grace fhall be fuffi-
cient for thee : I will ftrengthen thee,1 will ur»
hold thee by the right hand of my righteoulnefs..
} will never leave thee nor forfake thees Thou-
fhalt go from ftrength to firength, till thou ap-
pear before. God in Zion. O wmy foul, be

_ ftrong, be courageous. God bas done, and fill

will do great things for thee. Remember his
vows are upon thee. Keep clofe now to the
great Captain of thy falvatien, for all powenr is
in his hands ; and if thine enemies were a mil-
lion'times more and ftronger than they are, he
would conquer. He will fubdue, he will f{anc-.
tify thee, he will not let thee go. He will hold
thee fall by his Spirit. O my foul, cling faft to
him. by faith: Cling refolutely; for he is thine
own glorious Chrift, thine own Savior, and hﬁ
wi
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will fulfil the defires of thy longisg foul."” Sde
hasd for more grace, neater anien, und meore
intimate comiwnion. He has edhidelcended-vo
eall thee his friend, and bd is thine® evorlafiifig
friend, therefore. be not flxange ; -but, with el
blc. revercace and confidance, leon-on dis déar:
delightful breaft, and afk him: what is- his will,.
with 2 fixed refolution, by bu gncc, 16 do wbat-»
axer ke:commands,

Heis thy. glorious. Prophdt, and be will teacl'r
thee : Thy glorious Pricth forever, and hé has-
and will fatisfy: divine joftice for thee : He has-
and be will clothe thee with hiz own beft robe,.
even his fpotlefs righteoufnels. Thy fhame:
fhall aever appear. Remember he has told:
thee thou fhalt never be confomnded, or put to-
fhame. He is thy fovereign King, and he has-
made thee willing in the day of bis power to-
fubmit to him. Thou art now under his pro-
teflion. Thine enemies are his enemies, and.
_ be has told thee that no -weapon formed againfis
thee fhall profpery and every tongoe that rifeth- -
up in judgment againft thee thou fhalt condeimnu.
This is the heritage of the fervants of the Lord, .
and their righteoufnefs is of me, fanh the Lord..
Amen.

Lord Jefus, into- thine hands I ‘commit my:
fpirit, whole Toul and body, with all'my con-
cerns for time and eternity, for thowr art a fuit-
able Savior, fuited to all my wants, juft fuch an-:
one as I need. - O accept me for thine own-
fake, and keep what I have commiited to’ thy:

charga.
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shoge.. Loxd, keep we from the evil, for .1
am thine.own, and will he. ihine farewer.
e SARAH OSBORN.

: Navember 18.—Tbhe night paft, God has ful-
filled my delire, that if in my_ day - there {bould
- be.am earthquake, 1 mighs be; leafible of .it.—
Being awaked thia night, among ather thaughts,
;;u&- of -an bymn: came njo: By miod with de-

ighs. - : ! e

- . - Wake npw, sy fou), and batshly heam,
What thy mild-Lord commanda ;

Each word oF his will charth tMine car, '
Eaply woud will:guitte:thino tmods

v See how his fweet and:tender care complies
with pur weak minds! ‘Prefently I heard a noile
and felt & fhaking, which I foon perceived to
be an earthquake.' My foul darted up to
God, in ejaculation, that, he would fan@&ify this.
fhock, for the awakening and quickening of his*
- people, and alfo for prefervation. In.the height.
of the fhaking, God gracioufly, by his Spirit,
gave me this cordial from his word, ¢ For the
mountains fhall depart, and the hills be remov-
“ed, but my Kindnels fhall not depart from thee,
peither fhall the covenant of ‘my peace be re-
moved, faith the Lord that “hath mercy on
thee.,™ Loyd; what a pledge was this! What
. condelcenfion was this, that even while thou
waft dilplaying thy majefty and greataefs, thak-
ing terribly the earth, that thea thou fhouldeft
be mindful of me, and fay, %It is I; be not' a-
fraid.” And again, “Be not difinayed: I amthy -
God."'——Thou waft thus mindful of me, vile,

finful,
#-Sce note, pige 36.
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finful, wretched, ungrateful me, worm of the
duft, and didft thow me that, amidft it all, thotr
art my covenant faithful God. O let me liein
the. duft, and abhor myfelf, while, with trem-
bling and great joy, I behold thee a great, om:-
nipotent, juft, fovereign, terrible, holy, and yet
gracious, faithful, covenant keeping God. A
God at peace, even with me, for the great: Me-
diator's fake. Why, Lord, why was I not
trembling and difmayed, before thee; becaufe |
of my great, my heinous fins, my aggravated,
God provoking fins, fins of a crimfon die, fins-
of which-even devils were never guilty !

O precious Chrift! O blefled union between:

.thee and my foul. -My ark, my biding place,
my rock and fure defence, my refuge from the
florm: Lord Jefus, in thee I' fland complete.

- God can be juft, and yet the jultifier of her
who believesin Jefus.. Eord, let me renew my
ftrength. Now fan&lify me throughout, in foul,.

_in fpirit, in body.. Now make me like thee,
holy as thou art holy. Now fubdue: me more
than ever to thylelf. 1 will rejoice and praife “
thee. 1 will run the way of thy command-.
ments, when thou fhalt enlarge my heart. Draw
me: I will run after thee. I will be for thee .-
and none other all the days of my life.

Friday morning, November 28.—The Lord
make me thankful, and again 1 fay, my foul,
be thankful, for he is an unchangeable God,, .
a glorious portion. O what bas God done

“for me, in enabling me to chaoole him fop
my all, for time and eternity. O bappy choice,
bappy I, finee God the Father. is mine, Cbrift,

' mine, I
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mine, the Holy Spirit mine, all the promifcs in
the word of a faithful God are mine, grace
mine, glory mine,, all things on earth, fo far as
confifts with God's glory and sy good, mine :
_He bas given me all things richly to enjoy;
yea, -affli¢tions and temptations are mine for
good—even the remains of fin drive me to my
God. O f{urely none but God could make
this worft of evils ferviceable; but, with God
all things are poffible. And, O my foul, re-
_joice: For, ere long, this worll of evils fhall
be done away. Come, do not fink now, be-
caufe this muft be dragged about while here;
,but lock forward into etérnity and rejoice, for
it thall never follow thee there. It is now do-
ing its worft: It fhall then ccale forever. Hal-
lelulah, Hallelujah, then I fhall be like him ;
for I fhall fee him as he is.

e e

Fanuary 22, 1756.
OF all creatures that live, I think J have the
moft reafon to be thankful. God is exceed-
ingly gracious; verily his kindnels doth not de-
part from me, but increafeth day by day. In
temporals, he doeth all things well; fmiles on
the wark of my hands, gives me wherewith to
anfwer all neceflary demands, and it is enough,
‘if he will but give me a Benjamin’s portion in
himfelf, I afk no more, 1 defire no more; and
adored be bis name, I have reafon to bope, 1
am on the thriving hand in fpirituals, yea, and
~fhall grow ﬁrongcr ftill, for God hath f.m;ln
is
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His bow is fet in the clouds as a token of his
faithfulnefs to Noah, - and he hath, (blefled be
his name) given me fuch a token, fuch a pledge
in that awful moment, when the earth was
trembling under me, as fhall be as my bow,
for the eye of my faith to fix upon, I truft,
through the affitance of his own gpirit, to the
end of my days ; for his kindnefs fhall not de-.
part from me, though the frountains depart,
and the hills be removed. He will, in cove-
nant love and faithfulnefs, order all things well.
Let what will' come, afflitions, temptations, or
whatever, God will overtule all for good, all
for his own glory,.and I will, by his grace, ac-
quiefce, cling to him, and truft in bim, for he
is my own covenant God, in and through my . |
dear Redeemer, and I will be his forever.
February 6.—1 have been perplexed in my
mind, and vexed with myfelf on account of a
ftrong expreffion in converfation with a partic-
ular friend. We were both {peaking of what
we experienced of the goodnefs of God to us
I truft wigh a view to his glory: He faid he
had a refrefhing feafon that morning, &c. I an-
{wered,fo had I, and added, I had alarge draught
at the fountain. He modeftly replied, I dare not
fay fo, I hed a fip, a tafte, &c. The Lord in
mercy grant me prudence, and teach me how to
{peak wuh proper ftrength of expreflion, that I
may neither withhold the truth to his difhonor,
~ nor offend the cars of any friend, by expreffing
mylelf in too high terms. But now, let me
fee, my foul, on what did I .greund this ex-
preflion? What did I experiemce that 'mprn-?
: ing
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ing? Truly it is not ealy to tell what, but thisI
know, God by his Spirit {weetly applied that
- gracious invitation, If any man thirft let him
come unto me and drink,” then my thoughts im-
mediately -turned upon the obje@, I was in-
‘vited to, and that was Chrift; next, what was
the drink I fhould partake of; hete the foun-
tain opened ! I fhould drink of his communi-
cable perfe&ions, he is a fountain of all grace,
I might drink in'faith, drink in holinefs, drink
in love, drink in humility, patience, yea every
grace ; drink in:conformity to his image in ev-
. ery. part, knowledge, courage, prudence, wif-
dom, joy, delight, yca firong confolation.
My thirl increafod, and grew more vehe-
- ment. God did open my mouth wide, and Ae
did £l it. "My foul was held up by the power
" of Gad, as the needle by the loadftone, and I
did by faith, wjtb joy dvaw water eut of thefe
wells of falvation. I .dratk-and was fatisfied
from the fulnefs of my unchangeable God, who
has loved me with an everlafting love, and with
loving kindnefs has drawn me. I hated fin bit-
terly, and myfelf for it. X renewedly chofe my
dear invaluable  portion, my : pearl of great
~ price;: my foul exuhed, gloried, trivmphed in
er ‘choice, and determined never to let him’
80, whom my foul loved! I give up my all
again, and' again, into. his merciful and faithful
hands, and 4 : am bis own ;- he will keep what T
committed to him,iand I will cling to him and
sejorce in himg fov he s truth, and faithfulnels
in-the abRra&, yeu; he:is altogather lovely!t
’ Q' And
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And,.although . I .had bus:a fip, in:cdmpari.
fon with what be'is in .hiwmdelf, and. with my
wants, yey, L had fuch a dra x crownsand
- kingdams could neu.her 'puse bate for, nor frem
me, - .

44 Had 1 the world at my commmard,
Asd the mare bovadiclsdien, . !
For one bleft.hour at thy righy h’nd. B

id give them® bo(h*away l" o

Surely the coalofations- of God, at d:u fsu
fon, were ncither fmall nos fews . My fonl was
filled as with masrow -and fatnefs. ad {uch=
peace_lafted all the-day, a.chdwm]id can nat
ther give,-por fake.awsy. .- .

O how.gogd, how grations-is God to e,
an unworthy wretch! €,  whea . dhall. 1 awske
in his hknmﬁs, shen Ifhall be ctetdally fatidficd,
then fhall I thomt forthithe richesof sedeomisg
lave and gracey:withaud fejr, :0F this: hadful
pride! Till. thep, may .God guidei: ina..byilhis
uncrring Spitit, aat poudent conefely andnos:
ain w0 himlelf praife, out of the-moutiref fuch
& babe, for Jefus’ fake. o

Tuzfduy smarningy i March g,—+By- &mkmg on
the experience I had Jaft:: k,) how deeply I
have been funk: under a'faufcyof the involesable
waight and bumlen-al fini  Nby ;fonl bain baen
fare. broken, vexed, ‘and hiraflady by thafe
vsuomous -bails of iprey, thak hase: ibtes rupted
my-commudion, with: God,. : broke libapon md
33.3 floed,;and; . like G chazi,inhied boe: away;
even whan, im thebitternofs abimyrbul;i L wam
ed tp lig,at sl;eizfeet “of iyl gragigns Gaod,. - and
bewail my contrariety ¢o hisg: ‘

O, what
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O, what wanderings, what diitraBions, what -
pride, what floth, what uabelicf; O,  how. did
my wounds grow corrupt; what an adious, pol
luted creature in myfelf am.I!l a creature full
of leprofy.; having an iffue of blood, that no
ane but Chrit alone can flanch ; all other
phy6icians fail ; a blind, naked foul, without
any covering of my own; all wo fhort, too nar-
row ; -bowed down, too, under a fpirit of in.
firmity, which I eannot leofs; none but Chrift
canmalte me traightt But O, whata Chrift have
1!} what a Prophet, what a Prieft, what a glos
rious King, who holds the reins in bis own
hand, and although he, in infinite wifdom, fuf-
fers thefe tyrants, thefe vile fins, to lift up their
heads and rage, yet he will not let them have
dominion; and though- Satan fhake his chain,
and ‘gnath. upon me with his teeth, envying my
Nappineft. in. communion with my God ; yet
this glovious. King will hold-his. chain, and not
foffer him t6 move one hair's breadth towards
me, further than fhall be for. his own glory, and
my good.

Monday morning, Fune 28.~—Yefterday
moming; fome precioes moments. in prayer,
white pleading that I mighit. glorify. God. I had
& fenft of the ¢If fufficiency, felf happinefs and
greatnels of God;. that. he (tood in no peed of
me. An abafing fenfe of my own. vilenefs, and
unworhineft- to anempt - his praife; yev was en.
abled to- plead; -that, notwithftanding 1 was.fo
vile, Rill g was. & pait of the work of his hand,
and for this. wery end 1 was created. And
shough 1 bad suined and. undone myfelf by ‘ZI:

; . 7
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JoRk his image, -and rendered myfelf incapable
of anfwering the end of my creation; yet he
had been gracioafly pleafed - to choofe, from
etcrnig, this precious foul of mine, and gave
it to Chrit as part of his inheritance, and
Chrift bath accepted me, and bath a8lually
manifefled the greatelt love, in laying down his
life for me.. Asd lince my foul is redeemed
by precious blood, it isa precious {oul. Be-
fides, God bhath recovered it from the ruins of
the apoftaly; by effeCtual calling he hath made
me willlng in the day of his power to accept
the .purchafed redemption; to receive Chnilt
as he.is freely offered tq me in the gofpel, and
therefore gave me power 16 become a child of
God. He hath cereated me anew in Chbrift- Je-
fus, for the end that I might glorify him.
And what fhould hinder now, fince I am
thine, fosever thine: Thine. by purchafe, by
creation, prefervation, regencratian, and adop-
.tion ; thine by a. thoufland voluntary furren-
ders; wholly a dedicated thing, foul and body,
what fhould hinder, why no more holy ? Why
may not I, after my kind, as every bird, and
fpire of grafs doth, fthew forth the glory of
God ? What fhould hinder ? Shall the remain-
der of indwelling corruption? Forbid it gra-
.cious God! Since with thec all things are pof-
fible, and this is thy will, even my fan€lifica-
(tion ; and all power is in the hand of Chrift
" it is but for bim to fay, 1 will, be thou clean,
and it is done. . God will be glorified, and this
- js all my falvation, and all my joy! O, let me
bear tuch fruit, that God may be glo;i;ﬁcg:
- o or
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Losd, grant me fpeedy fanQification, for jefus'
fake. Theu hafk faid, Whatfoever 1 afk n his
mame thou wilt grant; this is my petition, and
this is my requelt. O, grant me this, and it is
enough! S
Fubp 1.1 have been reviewing former
writings, and find, notwithRanding wany, many
deficiencies in every thing, yet Cod has kept
me reaching aftes greater degrees of grace, and
heart holinefs. He hath enabled me ‘10 go
from ordinancg to-ordinance, fecking and fow-
ing in tears; and will he not enable me to go
from ftrength to ftzrength? Will bhe not caufe
me to return rejoicing, bringing my fheaves-
‘with me? Shall I not be able 10 fay, For this.
grace, this holinefs 1 fought the Lord, and he
heard me for Jefus’ fake, and hath granted me,.
shis faith, this love, this humility, this patience,
prudenco, wifdom, refignation to his will, this
seal for his glory, this viBory aver my pride,
-unbelie§ and every traitor in my foul ? Surely
be will. He will nat faffer the ferpent always
to hils in my brealt; ke will not give me a
flone! - ©1 go on my fbul, and ftill follow bard.
after God,. for -he hath begun- to:deliver, and.
he will- deliver for. Chrift's {ake, though thou:
art waworthy | O, keep alive thy hope,  thy
firongeft . truft and confidence, for he will not.
make thee afthamed. Thou fhalt not be con-
founded nor put to:-thame ; for the Lord hath
- fpoken it ; and he is not a man that be fhould- -
he, nor the fon of man, that he fhould re-

P‘“'- e  Bdnefioy

A
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Wednefday morning, ?uly 7.~—~—=Yeflerday
morning, 1 had not any freedom of accefs, and:
fomething happened which was uncomfortable ;.
yet I had a thoufand times more comfort thamy
I deferved. But oh, what has now overtaken
me! Surely pride is ‘again vaunting, difcontént
arifing, and I becoming my own tormentor:
Satan, alfo, flicring up the filth of my perverfe:
heart. Eord Jefus, appear for me; efpoufe
my caufe; let not the tyrant prevail; I fhalk
difhonor thee, if thou doft not prevent. -Ob,
what a proud monfter-am 1! ©, King Jefus,
fubdue me 1o thyfelf; reign in, rule ever, re-
ftrain and conquer all thine, and 'my enemies,

.. and grant me a fpirit of mecknefs. O, give mer

Rot a ftone; but for thy own glory give me tha
grace lakk, . - - SRR
Wednefday evening.—Forever bkfled: be my

- gracious God, after 1 wrote this morning; I was.
cnabled to apply with earnefinels to: the throne -
of grace, and pour out my complaints before
bim;. to .fly to him for fuccour, and caft my
care and burdens on him. He fulldined ard
tomfarted me, ard hatlf, I trufl, been with me:
of a truth all the day ! He flilled the. tumult in
my breaft, which: fin and. Satan had raifed,.and
cheered my foul with kis forgiving love. O,
who js a- God; like unto mine!. Ab, what:a
Chrift _have 1! what -a furety; what a friends
what an advocate with the:Faiher, what a peace
maker, a healer: of hreaches. O, my foud, truft
in him forever,: for be.will aever make thee a.

" fhamed of thy higheft confidgnce. O, love,with

all thy figength ; admire, pl?ifé, and adore ; for
/ R
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he will not fuffer thee to fall a prey, to thy
mercilels, cruel, and bloodthirfly enemies.
Thou art Chrift’s and none fhall be ablé to
pluck thee out of his hands, though fin, earthy,
and devils do their worft. He is God overall,
blefled forever; he wilk hold thee by his om-
nipotent pewer. I know whom I have believ-
“ed; tejoice my foul, though devils rage. Yea,
_tejoice evermore, and fill follow on to "know
the Lord ; all will be well, bye and bye.

He bath glorified his name, and will glorify
it again. He hath. magnified the riches of bis
~ fovereign grace, in fnatching thee: as a brand
.. out of the burningy and in-preferving thee hith--
erto every ftep of thy way. He hath done all.
in thee, and all. for thee ; though thouhaft pafls
ed through the fire, thou haft not: been: burnt,.
neither hath the flame - kindled upon: thee to.
confume thee. O, how often:have fim.and Sa--
tan ftrove to rend my {oul from-thee, my God !
But, everlalting is thy love, and Jefus feals it
withh ks blood. -GQome, my foul, fet up thy
Ebenezer, for bitherto. the: Lord:hath helped. -
shee: Come, renew the dedication of: ajl thy:
powers.so- him, for thou fhalt. go- from: firéngths
to firength, till thou appear before God in Zi-
“on, for the mouth of the Lord hathrfpeken it..
Ameny. Hallelujah! 1 am thing, : O- God, for.
eves. ‘ SARAH"OSBORN! '

..... €

. Mt;»day evenings. ﬁly 12w—+Rlefled be God,

I-had accels to the: throne of grace again this

morning and the Lord only kiows how fweet
it was to. pour out my whole foul before himé
s A . an ‘3
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" and ronew the dedication of all to Aim, and
plead, that for his own glory I might be fan&i-
fied, Rrengthened, and perfevere to the end.

1 trulk I did really a faith en the power,
allfuflicieney, and faithfulnels of a gloriows Bas
vior ; and afier beaving all my concerns with
him, had fweet peace and reft. My foul bails
been fatisfied as with marrow and fatnefs. Blels
- the Lord, O my foul, for he is good, for his-
mercy endureth forewer. S

‘And will God gracioufly grant me fuccefls.
this week, in my endeavors to fettle my worldly
bufinefs, that my mind may be at liberty to-
purfue my eternal concerns L. Will God, in his
providence, enable me to pay all their due, and
likewile to do fomething to roliewe the afftiCted..
If for thy glory, Lord grant it; but, however,.
fit me for difappointment, refign me to-thy will,
mway that be done on earth, as it isin heaven,,
for Jefus’ fake. : 3 S

Thurfday morning, ?’u]j 16.—Wae have now
had very hot weather fop eight days paft, fuch
as I ufed to dread and faint under; and 1 can-
not but admire the goodnefls of God to me in
this feafon ; for he kas certainly firengthened, .
and upheld my fpirits, and all hath- been well.
Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all
bis benefitsl Qy remember this fealon, and en- -
 courage thyklf in God; for all fcafons are a-
like' to him.” And will God flill be gracious,.
and preferve ‘the lives:and health. of the little
enos, and fuffer not- difcontent to arife among:
their parents. Blefled be God for all. the peace:
’nd:fazisfhaion 1 do enjoy. o,
R O, forr
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O, for Jefus’ fake, and for thine own glory,
Lotd, give me grace ta.be faithful. O let me
nat be content with the name of being fo, hut
meke me fo indeed and in troth, that God may
be ‘glorified, and the children profited. Bleffed
be God, for fo much fuccefs as thou haft grant-
ed in my worldly:affaiss. . ’ '
+. Will God #ill .blefs my endeavors, and ena.
Ble e in all my ways to. acknowledge him,and
will he dire@t my paths. O thou, without whofe
perm flion a fparrow: falls not to the ground,
flilt order, in thy providence, that § may ac-
complifh my defigns, pay toall their due, and be
at- liherty to devote my time, thoughgs, and
firength, to the more immediate exeiciles of re:
Yigion, my, dear delight.- Blefled be God, thap
[ am fatisfied, I am-in the way of duty, while
thus engaged in worldly matters. O, let’ thy
glory be the -ultimaie end of all my a&ions,
whetber civil, or religigus, and all fhall be well
forever, for 1 am thing, .and thou.art mine, and

. this i3 enough! Olet we enjoy thee! 1.afk no

more! - ) S .

. Friday evening, Fuly 23.—~The Lord make
me truly thankful, for this, hath been a good
day to me.. . God hath carried me comfortably
thrqugh it.~—My children have peep wmore dil-
igent ‘and fubmiffive than ufual, and I have
been compoled and diligent. God hath order-
ed all things well.: Surely heis a God hear-
ing prayer. O my foul, truft jn him at all.
§mes, and give the glory of ;all .that is right, to
him, who-is the God that performeth all things =~
for me. . | D

e : ' Friday
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Friday mormng, Atguft 6:—6, thtu whole-
eyes arc as a ‘flamé of firs, - fearch- and: try me-.
fee: if there Be any guile, any veférvation ‘im my
Keart. - Am-F in league withi imy-oné fin 2 Lordy.
thou: knoweft; i ¥ -am I  khow it non My
heart doth not aecufe 'me; bBut rhae is deceit-
ful above all things,- 4nd I dare not traft i
Gy 1 appeal to-thee; glorieus God!!! Havel any-
darling loft? O, ennvince me of -it.-- Have E
any Agag:-I went corcealed? ‘0, idody not my-
whele foul confent, whevi 1-cry, ler ali be cru.
cified; O, let them be crucified? O, 16t me-
not: Be deceived through: the deceitfelnefs of
fin. I wremble at the'thougtt. - O, furely if'F
know there is 2’ God againft whom''l bave:
{inned, if 1 know I have a being, if 1 know k
have a foul, I do know it longéth fori'the us
ter deliruflion of fin, every fin,' every degree
of fin, hecaufe it is contrary td'thee? Lord, -k
appeal: to-thee again;iithieu “kHowéft, through
thy gtate, ’ this is'the véhettietit defire: of my
foukl O, thew gtane ivfor Chrift'e fake. - T afli.
in his name alone. - I am unworthy ; but he is.
worthy: for whole fake I' afk, O, deny e not.
Yty to the golden: feeptre, - Hafl ‘thou nat
bid, Whaeoever I afic in his-wame, thou’ wik:
give > Amen, ‘amen. Lo#d, 1. believe,  help.
thot my unbelief; for 1 am thine forever, :
* Monday evening.—Blefed be God, he hath.
been with-me-al:the day of a truth; Rath en-
ebled me to- be diligemt, and aim-at faithful
ntli. Be df good cheer;' O my foul, for the
God: that' hath: braught thee thus far on thy
Journey toward thy eternal home, through. this.
e ) . dark,-
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dirk, abis howliog wildosnefs; will flill (dire&l
andd: prdw& then. Ude will. not fail, not-forfaise
shec,-all theddys: of thy life; only be thou
faithfal . vnto - doath, 'and he -will.givi: thee a
- erowniof life. - 1old owt, faith and parience; &
listle longer, and the combiat will be over: for-
exer {1 Siny agomafea ifin; dhald ind more feparme
boiwet» thoe :and ; thy +God.; never bide his
glorivts * fice »feoim :thee; never cyufe thee!to
gricwe:bim, :nar wound thyfelf. - O, aftonifhing!
God ifhall. wipe away:all:tearsfrom thine:eyess
all Dyrowand: Sghing fmil be done awsyl O,
ilem .thea fhdlt.be ddke-him; for thos Yhale fee
bisnlaybesic! Tihen thoh s be made perfe@
inbalinefs!! Thisn:my ranfpored Toul fal. gaze
@ cteraityy! onithe ;perfullivis’ of the - Yacoed
Three vin One {.-D. Lord,. be notxanga' with
xive, ahat L havinaxdefire to: :&;pnrt, amd be with
Ghrif,.: whom'my iife, whide I aifoidefire to
fubmit=id thyywall,and waloakip:time, - O fames
tfy inembops; shat 11 oy glerify- whee. upon
cants, . and dil-lis iecll.: . Tly will beé done: 1
am: thine; do with -me Wbu feerenti d:bc
800(’5 i Lot PR BN BRI
D Fridey mormng, . Aughftiy 3l—-&40 ‘Dotd my
Gdd, t me forwo difodveries of iy glovious
pdtfd&wus fomd wansforming views, fome ro:
ohzmg belief: of . the ® fnlhcﬁ!, the fifficioncy
there isin Ghrift Jefus, for-me, apdor: gmel.
iy morib . 1hawdy a7 decp. fomle 46 vy own
vitondlsalckiout ithis,. will finkywe do Jow. -1
oarhét: beaiuit 3 the fight b itde Wv: 0,
bet inc wow tuen dnd:fee iwhat Chyift -hixbhdone:
Hellmhfutﬂlodi e daw which 'l have sbm::n;
( .
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bath brought in an eveilafting righteoufsefs, by
his_perfe& obedience, fufferings and deash.
Juttice itfelf is fatifised ;- righteoulnels. and
peace have met and embraced each other:
Yes, and there is a communicative fulnefs in
him alfo, and he hath impaited fome grace al-
ready. . Sure 1 am.not-all enmity nov, though
I have fuch heartbreaking remains. O, thea
reftore thine image more and more ! Suffer me
not to fit down difcouraged, as if 'my cafe was
defperate, for thou haft found a remedy. There
is balm-in Gilcad, there is a glorious . Phyficiin
there. O, then, let me be~healed, even me !
Saturday cueniag,  Auguff 21.—Surely I-am
the firangeft creature upon earth.’ "This morn-
ing, God condefcended to take me pear to
himfelf, held up my foul by his almighty power
to wrellle;. and plead -for . confermity . to . his
glorious image; that I might get as near to
pefection . in :holinels, ds. -it.is poffible 'in:' a
mortal ftate. Though: I was unworthy of the
leaft fpark of grace, "yet I pleaded, fax- Chuift's
fake, I migit haye large: draughts from the full,
overflowing fountain; clear evidences of my
unian to him. -I :hd-fRtong confoletion from
gracious promifes,. Matthew v. vii - Ifatah liv.
and others. . Likewife from Gods eternal "de-
crees. For whom he: did. forcknow, be did
predeflinate to be-conformed ta the image of
his Son. As ‘many as were ordained ta.ctes:
nal life believed. ” Thefe were chofen before
the foundation of the world, theough fan&ifica,
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth. This
is.the will of :God, evet .your.;fanﬂiﬁcaﬁo?.‘
e ' : Alfe
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Alfo the mediatorial prayer of Chrift: Sané&lify
them through thy truth. From the purchafe,
Redeemer’s blood: He died to purchafe to
himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. - That hereby God would be glorified,
df I bear much fruit. O, what fhall hinder?
All power is in his hands! Had an affcéting
lenfe of thefe things.all the former part of the
day. '

But this afternoon in a reftlefs frame. Could
not converfe, or fix on any thing, though with
dear chriftian friends. Dilcontented and
gloomy. Surely, this is the body. O, bleffed
be God, that Chrift Jefus is the {ame, as at the
beginning ! With him there is no variablenefs,
nor fhadow of turning. Though my frames
-vary, He is the fame, yefterday, today, and for-
ever, and will accomplith the thing which he
pleafeth. He will condué&t me through all thefe
wviciffitudes, and bring me at laft to behold his
glory, for I am his own forever.

Lord’s Day, September 12. Laft evening
died a child, whom I have had in my fchool
from the cradle. Will God gracioufly pardong
all my deficiencies in the inftru@ion of this, as

~ well as all my other children, and accept of

any fincerity thou haft feen, in my epdeavors
40 fave the precious fouls. Blefled be thy

' name, my gracious God, for the teftimony of

amy confcience, :in that I have labored, and
longed for their falvation, though not fo much
as I ought. O, humble me, and give grace
#0 be more faithful. If thou feeft fit to con-

: R tinue
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tinue me in this world, and in my calling, Lord
fanQify this firoke to me, and to my- little
ones. ‘

My bodily diforders have followed'me more
violently fince Thurfday, than before. Was very
ill all Friday night, yefterday and laft night; but
blefled be God, not comfortlefs ; no, adored be
his name, vety far from that, efpecially-laft night,
when I began to cherith ahope, that this ficknefs

- would be unto death. O joyful profpett of eter-
nity, while well affured that I have repofed my
truft in a glorious allfufficient favior. 1 know on
whom I have believed, and can gladly venture
through the dark valley of the fhadow of
death, and fear no evil, for God is with me,

Chrift with me. 1 have fled to him for refuge,
. and he will keep me. ‘ '

- My affe@ions are very ftrong toward my
dear confort, my honored aged mother, my
dear chriftian friends, from whom, onder God,
I bave received fo much comfort. My heart
was raifed in thankfuloels to God for all the
comfort, and refrefhment Ke hath beftowed, on
Ris poor, weary, unworthy worm, in her tire-
fome pilgrimage, and for all the dear privileges,
with which he hath indulged me ; for miniflers,
efpecially my dedr paftor; for his written word,
, precious promifes, fabbaths, facraments, and
alt fanltuary enjoyments ; thefe were all &ear,
all precious; but 1 could gladly refign them
all, for full enjoyment of my precious Chrift;
can cheerfully commit my dear confort, mother,
and dear friends, into the merciful and faithful
bands of God, relying on bis care and gra-

cious
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cious pravidence, which hath, and will il
provide for them : The God who bath fed me
all my Life!

Having taken my farewell of things dear be-
low, I {eemed to be looking and longing for
the joyful period. | But, O, if it be the fove,
geign pleaflure of my gracious God, to {ay, Re-
turn, I fubmit. His will be done on earth, as
it is jn beaven! It is meet fuch a worm fhould,
with patience, wait his time, if he hath any thing
for. me to do, or fuffer, If be will give me’
grace, if he will fan@ify me more, give me
wore holinefs,. that 1 may glorify him "vpon
earth, all is well. But I cannot think of re.
maining here, fo unlike to God. Losd, fanlify
¢ more, for Jefus’ {ake alone.

Thurfday morning, September 22, 1 havq
been all this week, and ftill am, very weak. My
diftemper returned, and hath brought me lower
than hefore, and bave been attended with
more pain ; but, :hrough divine goodnefs, nok
io extremity, and God is flill raifing up friends
to fopply me with any little dainty my ftomagh
craves, and with it gives me a fenfe of his
goodnefs, fills my heart with thankfulnefs to
him, angd tq my .friends, and this doubles the
fweetnels. O, my God, this is a gentle rod,
et according to my iniquities; yei let i ferve,
a valuable purpofe. Sandlify cvery twig, and
let my fins be purged away, and make me
more holy, for Chrifl’s fake.

Wednefday cvening, November 10.—Blefled,
. be God, I had a precious feafon this morning.
Gad exgited vehcmcnt delizes after holinels.; -

‘ drew
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drew forth faith, love, repentance, refignstion
to the divine witl, into exercife. I rencwed my
choice, and dedications. 1 was comforted. -Blefs

the Lord, O my foul.
Sabbath cvening, November 14.—Blefled, for-
ever blefled be my gracious God, for be ‘is
good, and his mercy endureth forever. Yef- -
terday, and Friday evening alfo, God took me
near to him{elf in meditation, prayer, and. ex-
amination ; this morning alfo ; and adored be
his name, he keeps me in his fear, all-the day
fong, babitually fo. Bleffed be his infinite wif-
dom, love and faithfulnefs, for ali the difpenfa-
tioffs of his providence; that he by his mercics
‘hath led me to repeniance ; not only fo, but
bath ufed the rod, to reduce my wanderimg
foul; breaking off my dependence on crea-
tures, weaning my affefions from things below,
- that they may be more fieadily fixed on him#eif,
“and on his Chrift, his {piritand grace, that thefe
may be all in all to-my foul. What wile' and
bleffed fteps hath he taken, though once afflic-
tive. When in my young and tender years,
my heart was much feton the hufband of my
Youth, he rent him from me, and likewife be-
rcaved me of almoft all that wag dear to me
according to the flefh, whereby he broke off
my dependence on. thole fireams for comfort, -
and led me to the fountain. O, ¢ happy rod,
that brought me nearer to my God.” He hath
abundantly made up to me, in himfelf, and in
his Chrift, the lofs of all thefe. But, alas, fliil
the worldy its pleafures, profits and cares,
threatened to engrofs and entangle my affec-
: tions.
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stons.: Infinite wdom f{aw this, and therefore
dalhed alt my fchemes, difappointed all my

s and expellations, from friends and means,
thoogh, blefled be his maare, he did not leave-
me wholly- deftitute. By this, through his grace,.
be brought me .to calt my care on himfelf, and
scly more immediately on his providence, to-
provide for me, and mine, ever fince. And
bere 1 have lived fecure and at reft, amidft
_maany ups and dowops, frowns and flatteries
from creatures. The lels Reafon hath had te
work upon, the more freely Faith hath caft itfelf
wpon the faithfulaefs of God; and here my
" expeétations ‘have never been difappointed.

God bath comforted me, when creatures failed,.
and proved vanity and vexation of fpirit.

. But ftil my foolifh: heart muft needs feck:
fornething below; to go out freely after, and
hath been exceedingly attached to Chriftian.
friends. And here, becaufe I hoped I loved:
for Jefus' {ake, I have indulged excefls; here
have my affcClions twined; thefe have been:
as the apple of my eye,- or even as my own
foul | In thefe -have I rejoiced; from thefe,
my expeftations of future comforts have been
raifled. ‘1 .was ready to fay, Surely thefe will
not fail; but rather than my dependence fhould:
be placed. on thefe, and they prove rivalsin
my beart, God will embitter them, every one,
at fome time or other, even to the breaking of
my .very heart ; ‘I fhail find a fore thorn under
every ope of thefe fweetelt rofes upon earth.

And now, blefled be God, I am more thans -
exer convinced, that all things under the fun,
E are:

~ -~
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are vanity, and nothing but God alone a feb-

. Rantial good. Adored be thy name, O .my -

God, for every twig of thy rod. Help me nowr
to ceafe from man, whofe breath is jn his . nof-.
trils. Now let me be effeQually weaned frea
all the world, and all my hopes, expeflatians, .
defires, love, delight and joys, terminate in thee..
Yea, let me forever be f(}:; thee, and for nose- -
other! Lord, thou haft won my heart, take it
to thyfelf, £ill it with thy grace, ard peffefs i¢ -
to eternity. Go.on, I befeech ibee, to rend:
away every rival. 1 fland divefled of all tlLe

- world ; give it to whom thou pleafeft ; give mex

my cholen. portion, thyfelf, thy fpirit, and thy
grace, and I have enough. Here I am, do»
with me what feemeth thee- good.. -
Friday evening, November 19.—~—DBlefled be:
God, an unexpefled fmile of providence, to-.
day, - wher?by we bave been enabled to pay. -
thofe debts which lay with greateft weight upen:
my mind, and alfo to purchafe an article we -
wanted. ©O, my God, how good, how bounti-
ful art thou to thy poor ungrateful creature &
O, what need have I to perplex myfelf, for
this, or that, fince God. thus careth for me.: .
He knoweth all my wants, both for foul ands
body, and when. it is the moft proper time to.
fupply them.. O, may I ever rely on divine

- wif{dom and faithfulnefs, cafling all my care on:

him. ; O, may my cenverfation be without:
covetoulnefs, and I be content with fuch things.
as 1 have, for he hath faid, I will never leave:
thee nor forfake thee ! :
- : Blefedn -
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Bleffcd be God, he hath ftrengthened me
teddy, in body and mind, and brought me com-
forably throagh it, and I am nearer home
than ever ; and when I arrive there, I fhall
have done with fin forever, and praife forever,
be'hely forever, be full of God forever, behold
his-glory and be like him, for I fhall fee him as
he i, and be eternally fatisfied. O, precious-
Chrift, the foundation of my hopes and joys.
1 am chiné, and thou aft mine, fosever, forever.
Amern. Hallelujah!

Friday evening, December gr. —-Bleﬂ‘ed for-
ever blefled be “my gracious God, who hath
condefcended again to indulge me, a poor fin-
ful worm, in fpreading my complaints and for-
rows before him, and for Chrift’s fake bowed

‘his ear, fupported, encouraged, and comforted:
me. Yea, and he will be gracious ftill, be-
cawfe he will be gracious. I fhall ftill hold on
‘my way ; for he, who'was the a.uthor, wil be
the finifher of my faith

Blefled be his name, that he hath brought
me to the clofe of another vear, under fuch
comfortable circumBances. God hath ordered
aH things well; and though I have reafon to
be-deeply humbled, for my many heart fins, and
imperfeclions, whcreoy 1 have difhonored him,
and grieved his blefled Spirit, yet, adored be:
kis name, he hath not left me to fall into any
optn fcandalous fin. Blefled be God, for all
the difcoveries of heart fins ; for the humblmg
influences of the bleffed Spirit ; for all the
difcoveries of the divine perfeQions, and the
fulnels. of my dcaz Redeemer; for all the clcaa'

an
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and fatisfying evidences of my union to-Cheift
by faith; for every degree of refignation to-
the divine will ; :far every affliftion ; for every
difpenfation of proudente for.all the frecdomy
of accefs to the throne of grace, from: time to:
time ; for all the fweetnefs I have tafled in the
written. word ; O, hath it not been fweeter
than honey, or the hosey comb! for all the
opportunities I hawe bad in the boufe of Geod,
and at his table; for all the refrefhments there,
and for all the }oyful profpe&s of eternity ! -Of
- Lord, how great is thy goodnefs ; how fwees -
have been my meditations of thee, in the year -
ft! How {weet the communion I have had:
with thee in thy providences, and ordinances ¥
I have fimned, but thou haft been kind, beyond
expreflion. Lord, I lament all the ungratefud.
returns I have made thee. O wath away ail.
my fins, in the precious blood of Chrift ; -and:
although I am an unprofitable fervant, fill hook .
upon me with complaceney, behold me not in:.
my fins, but accept of me for Chiift’s fake. . I
fly to his righteoufnefi—I have none of my:-
own—this will ftand the ferutiny of impartial:
Juftice ; it is without a fpot, without a flaw. O+
clethe thy-prodigal with this beft robe, and lets
me ‘be juftified by that alone. 1 forever re-
nounce every thing of my own..

—

Saturday evening, ]anuéry 19 1757
BLESS the Lord, O my foul, and all that-

is wnhurme blefs his holy name, and retorm
unto-
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~unto thy reft; for the Lord hath deslt bounti-
faMly. with thee ! Sweet was the morning, when
God condeflcended to take his poor, feeble,
difcouraged, needy worm, nigh unto bimfelf,
humbled me for fin, and bowed his gracious
€ar 10 my groans, fighs, and tears. It was fweet
renewing my folemn choice of God, Father,
Son, and Hoty Ghoft, for my all, my only por-
tion! Sweet clmgmg by faith fo him: Sweet
cafting my pregious and immortal foul upon
him, for time and for eternity ; relying on his
wi{dom, power, and faithfulnefs, to keep what I
~ have thus committed to him: Sweet pleading
fur grace to glor-fy him, in the enluing year,
or as fong as it fhall be his will to continue me
ih this world, refigning up myfelf, all'l have,
am, or can do, folemnly protefting that I defire
nothing, but conformity to his image, to glorify
and enjoy him. Lct him do what feemeth him
good.

A fweet peace followed ; and this afternoon -
a precious feafon, in folemnly renewing my
written covenant. I do, this day, avouch this
God, his Chrift, his Spirit and grace; to be all
my falvation, and all my joy. Now, Lord, I
am forever thine. O hold me in thine hand,
that no evil befall me, no fin defile me. O,
_ come take up thy abode with me. Lord,
through thy grace, the everlafting doors of my
foul ftand wide open; O, come in, my king
and my God. 1 cannot, I will not let thee go.
Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is
nene on earth, I defire, befide tliee! :

- : Tlmf[day‘

-
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Thurfday morning, Fanuary a7R——Foreves
blefled be my gracious God, for he is gond,
and his mercy endureth forever. This morn-
ing, God took me near to himelf. I was much
affeed with the natural hardnefs of the heart,
and love of warldly things: That when Chrilt
bad wrought fo great a miracle as to caft out a
legion of devils, from the pofleffled man, a
whole city fhauld go out and defire him to de-
part out of their coafts, becaufe they had loft
their filthy fwine. 1 was enabled to give the
blefled Jefus, a folemn and hearty invitation in-
w my foul, protefting, in his prefence, that if he
will come and take up his abode with me, E
will gladly give up all this world for this enjoy-
ment. 1 will be content, and rejoice in bim,
though he Rrip me of every thing dear to me,
. here below. 1 faw my ablolute need of him,
in all his offices ; pleaded that he would exe-
cute them all, and fubdue me to himfelf.
Cafting my care on him, willing to wait his
time, by prayer, I made known my requefl to.
him; afked for a temparal mercy in fubardina-
tion to his glory ; believed he would grant it,
which be did in lefs than two hours after! So

vick did God anfwer faith and prayer, for
~ Clyilt's fake. Had fweet peace in believing,,
and am thine, {weet Jefus, forgver! _

Tuefday evening, February 1.—Bleffed, and
forever adored, be my- faithful, .compaflionate,
and dear Redeemer, for he hath not forfaken
me, nor left me comfortlefs, notwithanding all
the provocations I have given him; but pes-
mits me flill to come and fpread my complaints

' before
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Pefore him, and by faith touch the hem of his

garment; and I fhall, before long, find the
fountain of my corruption dried up. He will
fuy,  Be whole of thy plagne. Surely he hath
began to Heal me, and hie will perfeét the cure.
Although with me, with men, or means, this is
impoffible ; yet with God, all things are'. poffi-
ble, and his grace fiall be fufficient for me, and
his ftrength be made perfe& in my weaknefs.
Eternal truth hath {aid it, and eternal wifdom
and power will effeét it o _

O my foul, fear not, though an hoft encamp
againft thee. Be thou couragous, and fight il
death.  The vi&ory is fure. By little and fit-
tle, God will drive out the Canaarites. Though
now they are as goads in thy fides, yet thy glo-
rious Clirift will not fuffer thee to fall a prey
to thy mercilefs enemies. Thy great and good

' Shepherd will not give thee up to thefe devour-

ing wolves. No, no; he will defend thee, he
will ftrengthen and relieve thee; he will lead
thee in the way thou fhouldff go ; lie will caufe
thee to hear his voice, and thou fhalt follow
him whithetfoever he goeth. In the path of
holinefs, he wil guide thee with his counfel,
and keep thee as the apple of his eye. Thou

.art i fate hands, my poor trembling foul; why

art thou fo fearful ? Wherefore doft thou
doubt? O be frong in faith, giving glory to
God. Thy glorious High Prieft is thy advo.
cate in the court of "heaven, and for his fake,
thy God and Father will be reconcited, though
thy fins be as fcarlet and as crimfon; though
thou art a leper, thou fhalt be cleanfed by his

_ ' precious .’
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precious blood, and that fhall atone for thee.
Thy fovereign king fhall reign in and over
" thee; he will not be dethroned by fin, or Sa-
tan; he will fubdue thee to himfelf. Amen.
Lord Jefus, do it more, and more, for I am °
thine own forever!

This morning, a precious feafon at the
throne of grace, too great and good for lan.
guage to exprefs! God’s word was fweeter than
the honey comb. God inclined me to alk for
a temporal mercy, in faith, and with fubmiffion
to his will, and he hath this day granted it.
Surely I need not care for the things of this
life, for God doth care for me. O may my
care ever be, to pleale, love, and obey him
forever! : :

Sabbath evening, February 6.—Blefled be my
great and glorious God, for his goodnefs to me
is beyond all poflible expreflion. All his ways
are mercy, truth and faithfulnels; all his ways
are pleafantnefs, and his paths are peace.. O, -
how fweet is the calm [ have enjoyed. ever
fince I wrote laft. Such a degree of refigna-
tion to the divine will, fweet content, yea de-
light, in all the difpenfations of his providence,
as millions of gold could not procure. He
careth for me in !eed, provides every thing 1 re-
ally need, and at the momenpt it is wanted. He
makes me pray, and believe, for all my mercies,
before I have them; takes off my dependence
from fecond caufes, lets me fee his hand in the
fmalleft circumftances, and this makes every,
ahing {weet. .
Y efterday,
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. Yefterday, it pleafed God to unfit me for
“aftive obedience, by fuch a fick headache, that
1 could neither rife from my pillow, nor take
any food till night; but it was all welcome
from my glorious God, and I heartily cried,
Lord, this, or whatever elfe thou pleafeft, only
take away my fin, only make me holy, only
glorify thyfelf, in me, and firike, or do with me
what feemeth thee good. It is not bodily pain,
that can make me miferable; no, if my God
will but grant me his gracious prefence, I wilt
gladly endure all that be will infli&, rather than'
dwell at eafe, in palaces of plenty, without him, .
This day, alfo, bodily indifpofition has un-
fitted me for vigorous, aflive obedience; but

" bleflfed be God, not for paffive. I could not
wait upon God in his houfe, but he hath not
left me comfortlels. Good God! is this after
the manner of men! Would men, even the
moft excellent of all the earth, thus treat an
" ungrateful rebel, who had caft fo many indig-
nities, and offended him fo often? No! O, how
is it, and why is it that thou doft bear to take
fuch a wretch into thy bofom, anil indalge her

- at this rate, who delerves -nothing but to be
fpurned from thy gtefe‘nce ! Lordy 1 am amag-
ed. O, let me fland and wonder. Surely it
is becaufe thou art God! O, the riches of re-
deeming love and grace! It is becaufe thou
- haft clothed thy'Frodigal with the beft robe, e-
ven the righteoufnefs of Chrift, that thou canft
vet Jook upon me with complacency. : It is
this that hath covered my nakednefs, that the
fhame of it may not appear. O, let me ragm-
. S iy
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die, than ever again grieve thy blefled Spirity a‘

unbelief, by floth, by dilcontent, by pride, p
fion, woddhnefl, or any fin. .

Lord Jefus, fcreen me, be my ﬂne.ld, my
rock, and my fure defence. Be thou. my
firength, or I fhall fall. 1 fhall again dithonor
thee, and wound my own foul, O, keep me
under the thadow of thy wing. O ley omapip-
otence hold me, and 1 fhall be forever fafe,
Neither fin, ot Satan fhall bust or defiroy me

Lord Jelus, 1 again .commit mylelf into thy

werciful, powerful, wife and faitbful bands, and

reft fecure, for thou wilt keep what 1 bave

committed to thee, and I will, by thy. grace,
keep thy word, and do thy will. I will-hold
thee in the arms of faith and love, and will not
Jet thee go. O, abide with me, come poflels
every room, every faculty of my feul, and ewv-
ery member of my bedy, and ufe me fos thyo
&lf forever.

Mon&ay eveRing, Fcbruary 7. R S wa,u
the mosning, when L awoke with Geod.  His
word was [weeter than the honeycamb, to my
tafte. I prayed over every fentence. Bglieved,
rejoiced, and-begged that God, the Fatben
Son, and Holy Ghoft, would take up thair a-
hode with me. Saw fin to be a bitten-eval;
bewailed it as {uch ; flew-to Chrift for healing:;
and with Mary. Magdalene could-wath.his. feet
with my tears, and wipe them with she hair of
my bead. . Promifing, by his geace aflifting,
thasz I will keep. his commands, and. thereby
mwanifelt my love. te him.

Saturday
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© Suturddy evening, April 2.:Bléffed be God,
fome {weet moments: this morning in prayer,

and have, through divine goodnefs, been freed
from -the ‘idle -imaginations, and foolith fore-

- band eontrivances, which have fo often per-

plexed me. Have been refrefhed by tracing
back the footfteps of divine providence, feeing
bow infinite wifdom and goodnefs have
brought about every change in my circum.
flances, ‘'when moft for the glory-of God, and
my good, without dny of my help or care. He
needed it not. ‘When he bhath {een me op-
prefled, -he hath always appeared for ‘me, and
done all things well, and will ftill care for me.
Why need 1 be anxious? What need is there
of any change of bufinefs or circumftance ?
Now-] have a-competency-of -the comforts of
life, food and raiment, comvenient. Friends;
yea enemies at peace with me. '

#nd now, with the fool in the gofpel, I muft
weets be for palling down'my ‘barns and build-
ing larger to beftow my goods: Saying, Soul,
take 'thine €alc; as H myhappinels confifted
in thefé, when 1 kknow, and am affured it €ani
not be found in worldly good. Nothing but
Gof alone can fatisfy the foul. Oh how have
d committed; two evils, in forlaking the ‘Foun-

- tain,  and ‘hewing out broken cifterns, that can

hald -ho water. Surely Satan hath flirred up
hinvelf now; but God heth, and will make &
way fet my efcape. “ He will not fuffer me 16

be tempted ahove that I am abie to bear.
Sabbath cvening, April-10,—Blefled be Gody
a“precious feafon this morning, in reading,
meditation,
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meditation, and prayer.. Vehement thirt for
conformity to God, that he would fill me with
himfelf, come and take up his abode with me.
Renewed my folemn choice and dedications,
took hold of the promife of a glorious Chrilt,
« Afk what you will, and it fhall be done unto
you; afk, that your joy may be full.” This
ealon too fweet to be expreft. Blefs the Lord,
O my foul, and forget not all his benefits. .
This has been, in general, a good day. God
hath made me thankful, and affifted me in in.
ftru@ing my dear little pnes. Q, that he would
take hold of their fouls by his fpecial grace,
" God bath given me a fenfe of his goodnefs, in
beftowing on us the warm influences of the fun
today, made me ferious in his houfe, fed me
with delicious food, had clear evidences of a
hving faith, o .
[ have been this evening to fee my dear fick
friend, found her under unufual fearsy even
fears of death, over which fhe hath for fo many
years triumphed. The. Lord appear for her;
fuffer not Satan to difirefs her. Lord, defeat
bim, and glorify thyfelf; yea thou wilt do it;
for the whole creation cannot produce an in-
ftance of one' foul ever being made affamed,
who trufted in thee, Blefled be thy name;
that theu keepeft'thy dear child, hanging on
thee, fubmitting to thy fovereign pleafure. O,
bold her by thy almighty power, that fhe may
not let go her hold of thee, Into thy hands I
commit her; for thou wilt deal gracioufly with
her ; thou wilt put underneath the everlafling
arma
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arma_of thy. mercy. Having loved thy own, -
thou Joveft them unto the end. | '

« Friday evening, April 32.——O, thou holy, -
fmly, boly, Lord God almighty, what a vile, a-
beminable creature am.1! who have tranfgrefl- -
cd_every precept of the divine law, even from
ibe .womb, and ftill do To, notwithflanding all .
thou Jhaft-done for-my foul. O, wo, ten thou-
fand woes tomg, -if I were to fland before thy -
awful -bar; arrayed in my moft filthy and pol-
lused garments, though the purel 1 have ever '
been capable . of - making. What: rags, what -
drofs are they, in thy moft pure and holy eyes! .
With what deteflation and abhorrence wouldft
thou caft me out-of thy fight, and bar the door *
of heaven againft me forever: Yea,and 1 muft -
forcver own thy juftice in cafling all as dung
in my face, fhould-1 attempt to plead my own -
righteoufnefs, for my jultification. - But, Lord, -
I.renounce every rag; 1 dly to my glorious -
Lord ; his righteoufnefs  is fufficient to cover -
my naked fouh O let.me be -found in- this. -
And now, Lord, fanglify me thmnghout, that I .
may glorify. .thee, with ‘my "body .and fpirit,
which are thine, I afk, for Chrift’s fake.

Lard's Day, April 2s.—Lord, permit me to
» plead that thou wouldft enlarge the faculiies of -
my foul, that I may be more capable of enter--
taining a Glorious. Trinity. Thou haft - faid,
"‘We will come and fup and make our abodg -
with him.. . Amen. . So come, Blefled Father, -
Son, and Holy Ghoﬂ, a glorious God in three
perlons, come and. fill me with thyfelf; and -
when T can-hold no more on -earth, let the

F earthed -

1.
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thee, and drink its. fill of the river which

earthen veffel break, and my foul. mount ufr 0
aowa-
from. thee forevermore. g :

Wednefday morning, May. 25.~Oy. truth and
faithfulnefs, that doth never, never fail me! . -

Let me adore, and, with joy and gratitude, loek.

over the mercies which now furround me; fox -

God hath difperfed every cloud that hung owes: -

me ; be bas provided a horfe and money, -and.

every thing neceffary, at the moment they -are -
wanted to. prepare for our journcy. By extreme:
weaknefs of body, the path of duty is mader .
quite plain about going, fince 1 am not able to--
autend to gy -bufinefs. All is well. God will-
be with us in our journey, guide and:protetk:-
us, and, if it is moft fer his glory, return vs i
fafety. But if it be his blefled will that I come-
t the end of my long journey, and:reach my--

eternal home; then all fhall be. well indeed..+ -

I this be his will, a hearty farewell to:my dearr-
Bethel, my minidter, my Sufa, my. other-chrift- -
ian fricnds. I hope to fee you all in heaven,.
bye and bye. O, let me pals over Jordan:
fieft, and enjoy my Chrift withowt fin.. ‘

But ftop, my foul; what, this moment? O, -
make not baﬁe»;fgo-notimpaticm ; the wilk of
my fovereign God be done. Lord, I am thine,.’
wholly thine ; it is enough. "Hold me in - life,.
os take me to thylclf; do with me what thou -
pleafeft, only glorify thyfelf; and keep me from
the evil. O. come, and make thy abode with:
me; this will fweeten all enjoyments.to me: -
O, go with me,.orlet me not-flir. hences.

Sacurday

i
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-Swiurday morning, Fune 11.—O Lord, how
many, and how great are my defefls in every '
. dety.  How fhort do. 1 fall in-ewery prayer &
: mﬁ, of the fervor and enlargement that wants:
require ; efpecially for finners, for faints im-
general, for miniters, for magiftrates, for our
fleets and armies, for thofe - who.are fufflering.
under the rage and power of adtichrifi. Othex
chriftiane join-in concerts for prayer, for the
outpeuring of the [pirit ; bus I lay flil}, as if L
had nieither part or lot in the matnter, Oy wilb
God keep-me, ¥ F live to {ce the timc, to join
with thy dear minifters and.peaple, 1o plead:
that the Spirit may be poured out from on.
high, and let us all, with our prayers, be ac-.
cepted in the beloved. " And, © lot me every
day be mrindful of thefe things, when I come-
before thee, to afk mercy for myfelf. Q; lete
me not forger dear friends, my. mother, com-
panioth, and thofe -committed: to my' charge.. .
Let me hot forget: the poor and necedy, the
fatherdefs and widow, the afflited and tempt-.
ed foul. Lord, grant me bowels of compaf.
fion, let me eonfider myfelf, only:- as a mem«
ber of the glorious body of which my. precious-
Chrift is head, and let me feek the profperity
of ‘the whole. @, let-thy kingdom come, and:
thy will be dene, on earth as it is in heaven,
~ Teaelk me to pray: for rains, and funfhines, thar
the toarth may yield "her increafe.  Thou haft-
bidden me be ¢tareful for nething; yet thoa
" heR added; in every thing, by prayer and fup.
plicatidn; with thenkigiving, let-your requefs.’
" be made known unto-Gody: .y let me not be
inallive
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inaQive as a2 machine; far thou baf . faid, .
Thou wilt be inquired of. by the houfe of If-~
rael to do it for them.: O,teach me duty, and
enable me 10 do it.. Enter not into. judgmeat
with e, forthe fins of holy things: IHly to-
the perfet obedience, and precious. blaad of .
my dear Redeemer. He obeyed, -till jultice 3
can afle no more; yet, let me yield a uniformsx
obedience, that thou mayeft be glorified.. . .

. Thurfday evening,. Fuly 21.~—~Sweet freedom
at the throne of grace today. The Lord make ;
me thankful, and,for Chrift’s fake, grant my re- .
queft, for my very heart is broken becaufe of .
my fin. 1 have been refolving, this day, that .
from this time forward, I never willy God. hclp-=
ing me, allow myfelf in refenting any thing faid .
of me, or done to me, nor pretend-to vindicate .
myfelf, unlefs I am wel fatisfied -the . glory of «
God calls forit.. 1 will not,-God-helping me, -
indulge my pride or paffion, but. leave my .
caufe with God,-and let him vindicate it. -

- Friduy cvening, Auguft 19.—The Lord make
me thankful. On Wednelday. morming, I bad .
as large difcoveries of the.perfeQlions of God -:
as perhaps ever in my life, and humbl‘v] hape I .
really had communion- with him.in bis holinefs ;.
rejoiced and gave thanks. at the remcmbrancc ,
of it; and in his fovereignty, juftice, truth and”

faithfulnefs, infinite power, wildom, and omni- -
- prefence. My faith, love,truft and conﬁdcnce, S

were drawn forth, I dared to appeal 10 bis &
omniflcience for my fincerity. I felt vile, and

“weak as a babe, in myfelf; but in Chrift, frong

as a2 Goliah; could, in.his firength, bid. deﬁance v
10. »
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_to all the hofts of hell. Such a rock, fuch a

fhieid, fuch a. firong tower, did my Chrift ap.-
pear; that all was well:  The firlt chapter of
j'oﬁuac.nu:eeding fweet. 1 cannpt exprefs the

{weetnefs of this feaft; but I know, the exer.

cifes of my ravifhed foul were fo firong that jt
wrecked my body much.—And when, my God,

‘fnafl the clay veffel break, tbe cleg fall off, and

isterrupt nomore? O, in thy own time, my
gracious Sovereig, it will, and I fhall drink of
thofe rivers of pleafure, which flow at thy righe

“band forgver! Mean time, O my Chrift, keep

me from the evil if not from fufering. Thou

"knoweR  what thoy haflt desermined to call me
t0.. .

. Wednefday ‘_morm'ng', 24.—Q, my God, help
me to remember it is by thy grace I ftand.

‘Suffer me not to be high minded, bus fear, not
with a fear of diftruft of thee; but, O help me
_ to realize that I am as helplefs, and defencelefs
“as thofe of my poor brethren, who have lately

fallen into' the hands of cruel .and bloodthirfty
Savages! O my God, if 1 have come: out of
late’ combats with fome fmall enfigns of honor,
behold my enemies yet lurk, they lie inambufh,
and one ready, with more cruelty and violence,
to fall upon me, than ever, if thou permit. O,
my glorious Chrift, fave and defend me. .

. ‘Wednefday ¢vening.—Thanks be -to God, a

-~ pleafant day, fince God granted me fome free-

dom at the throne of grace. Sweet dependence.
on Chrift for ftrength to refift, and overcome
my fpiritual enemies. Rejoiced today, inthink-
ing, that though God hasgracioufly gi,venr. me

- B ome
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me refplte thefe few days paﬁ, yet 1 have nok
capitolated with my enemies to lay down my
arms; po, 1 newer will, Chrift-Rrengthening me,
to. m)'- latef breath: - 1f. they retreat, 1 will pur. |
fue, and nothing thall fatisfy me, but their utter
deftruction. 1 am determined, through gracey
to give no quarter. 1 will not only fland 'upon
the defenfive; but, a& offenfively alfo; and'¥
know the weapons of ity warfare are not cax
nal, but fpiritual, and mighty, through God, w
t,he pulling down ftrong holg . God will grant
me his whole armor, the fhield of faith, the
helmet of falvation, and the fword of the fpxm,/
and through God I fhall do valiantly. Roufe
up, my foul, take courage, endure hardnefs as.
a good foldrer thowu wilt foon finifh thy courfe.
Many fands are already run, and thou art thuch
rearar thy.-eiernal home, than when shou vl
believed. A fow. flruggles move, and all wikk
be over forever - Thanks- bc to. God for jtfud-
Chnift. -

- Satwrday cvensng, Scp!vm&ar 2.-—B!ﬂﬂed b&
God, & fweet calm rdfting on God, Tince he hmd-
enabbed-me ‘to caft all my care for his Cb\m.i&,
on the bleffed Jefts. - The whole body-is deaw
40 ‘me, and the mord it is fo, with the more-
qmet 1 can commit i¢ ito his- bands, and rea
joice in its fafety. He is {0 -wife, o jult, pow-
erful; faithful - and: unchangcabi\c, his Jove und:
cave fo great; ‘that were they a thoufand - timee
deareér, now- 1 could Jeaxe all with im; ocon-
vent, ‘Lord, that thou. art Sovereign, and -will do
what thou plcafeﬁ with the whole world ; thet

aonc can dtay thy hand, or fay unte thee, What

doeft’
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dea it thou? Thou arw. Ziew's Gadrwnd King,
and wilt be glorified in heryand all § well, .
. Fridayy Sepiemberigo.—Bleflgd be God, re
, teived a debt today, and with this, paid two.
® This mescy God made mie believe fos, before I
meceived it; and it is fweet. God knmvs 1 bave
ng: greater Joy, rehttng to carthly things (excepe
welieving any of his). than: to receive wherewith
1e pay-to others, that-no one may ever be hure
by me. .
Tuefday mrmng, 0&0hr4.-0 what a con-

ﬁderacy do Satan, unhelief, and carnal reafon,
keep, to-drive me out.of my ftzong tower, my
bidiag; place, my reft in God.. But wherefore
fhould I hearken? What iniquity Imve I ever
fonud in.my faithful God, to whom 1 have com-
" mided all -my concerns? Why fhould I now
take- the sare of them upon myfelf, and diftruft
bim ? Hath he lefs wifdom, lefs power, lefs ove
aod faithfulaefs, than he ufed to bave ? .No, he
is the fame yefterday, today, and forever. What
if wy {hallow reafon cannot fee which way, God
will provide now, as heretoforey is infinite wil-
<dom brought to a plunge? No, no; he knows
whas he inkends to do for me and mine, and
will, ftill, as he hath ever done, do all things
wilely. and well. Thisds not the firR time, by -
fcores, that I, poor fhortlighted creature, eould
dee po.way ; but God faw, and I have lacked

~d will truft the unchangeable Jehos -
wuh, and rejo_lccthat my foul, and body, and all
my concerns, for time and eternity, are in his
dmr end faithfyl hands. Go:.on, my foul, re-
3mqmg. Why: fhould fo great.a work, as*preif-

mg
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ing my grest Creator, my bountiful Bencfallor,
and dear Redeemer ceale, while I come dowst
to hearken to thefe difturbers of my

thefe enemies to God and me? Lord, help me
to fland my ground. In thy firength I can doit,
and my encmies fhall be driven back. Yeathou
wilt help me, thou wilt favor my rightcous caufe ;
itisin defence of shy homor, my God, that hm
. now engaged to fight. O defend and fave me;
giveme the viGtory over them, and do with me
what feemeth thee good. Oaly letme not grieve
or diftruft thee. I cannot bear this. Deliver
me from this bitter evil, and 1 will fear no oth-
er. O, I have the one thing needful, and it

{hall never be taken from me: There is then

no occafion of my being careful about many
things ; let me fit at thy feet, and hear thy gra- .
cious words, and let me wath thy feet with my
tears, and wipe them with the hairs of my head;
for thou haft forgiven much; O let me love
thee much! Blefled be God, I-am in the dili.
gent ufe of the means he allots me, and that is
all my God requires of me; he wants not my
-anxious cares, for he careth for me, and, by -his
_ grace, I will truft in him, and "joy in- the God
_ +of my falvation too.
+ Tuefday morning,0¢.18. —-Thank:bc to God,
a comfostable dayyefterday, juft as though I had
come out of a thick fog, or gloomy, thorny
wildernefs, into clear funfhine, and a plFm path.
Laflt evening bent my wind to bafinefs, to fet-
tling affairs: Will God grant fuccels, that we
may gather wherewith to pay to others, wnd
provnde fo far as is necellary the comfonls f:f
ife,
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- Tife. ‘O,'my God, fuffer me never to Tive in
“ thie nrgle&t of proper means, but ufe all dili-
‘génce, calting my care on thee. Grant me
"pradence in every thing; fuffer me neverto
" aét the part of a mifer or covctous perfon ; nor
- yet' fuffer me needlefsly to fquander. But

thankfully and cheerfully to ufe what thou, in
" thy providence, haft provided, and truft thee
for future fupplies. Lord, grant us wifdom to

 dire®. O let us not ungratefully hide thy tal-

ent in a napkin, murmur, and complain of pov-
erty, but cheerfully rely on the ftores of thy

_ providence, without coveting flores of ourown.
- Thou didft never fail us, when we were poor,
nor were we ever more happy than when we

had nothiing laid by ;- and why muft there now

- be a referve, why a trealure laid up on earth,
- where ruft may corrupt, and thieves break

through and fleal. O may my heart be fet on
my treafure that is laid up in heaven; that is
worth loving. Could that be exhaufled, I

fhould be poor indeed !

‘Novéember 20,—It is better to truft in the
Lord, than to put confidence in princes.
Thanks be to Gmr for all thy paft goodnefs to
thy unworthy child. I adore thy wifdom and
goodnefls, while I review the footfteps of thy
providence. Thou haft, for many years paft,

- committed to my charge a great number
_ children ; and haft, by thy grace; enabled me

to exert myfelf to do them good. Adored be
" thy name, that I have the teftimony of my con-

-~ fciénée ; that it does not reproach me with
" aegle@ing or wronging cither the children or
 megle T

their
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their parents. Lord, itis by thy grace that .1
have labored to be faithful. - O mayeft thou
have all the glory, while I, worthlels I, reap the
comfort, for jefus fake.

And now, in the year paft, thou haft, for
wife and holy ends, deprived me of that bodily
ftrength and vigor, fo that I could not exert
myfelf, as before. And thou haft, alfo, in a
peaceable, gracious manner, leﬁ'encd my bufi-
nefs ; proportioned it to my ftrength ; and
made me. to acquiefce in thy dealings. And,
adored be thy name, though ftrength has failed, .
and bufinefs failed, thou doft not fail me; but
art opening another door, by which thou fupph-
eft our wants. Thou haft provided help for me in
my Fimily, and art providing wherewith to main-
tain her. O Lord, how great is thy goodnefs to
.wie and mine! How doth thy bounty feed and
clothe us! Though we have neither ﬁorehoufe,
nor barn; yet, the more difficult the times
grow, the more plentqully thou provjdeft for
us. O, for Chrilt’s faké, accept my thankof--
' fcrmg, this mght, and let me from this mo-
ment, moré than ever, live, as well as fpeak .
thy praifes. O my God, -let my heart glow
with gratitude all my days. Let me fpend the
remaining few in prayer and pralfe Thou haft
fald, Praife is comely for the uprxght And, "’
Whofo offereth praife, glorifiéth me.. O let
me' glonfy thee, and this Ihall be all my falva:
tion, dnd all my joy.

‘Wednefday morning, December, 21.—1 think
nothing. can ‘more refemble my poor foul, than
a hclplcfs, ﬁmple lhcep ia a field, ﬁercely pur-

fued

L
K
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fued by a greedy wolf, eager to tear in pieces,
and f{wallow up quick: A bear, bereaved of
her whelps, efpies and purfues the fame prey,
and refolves, if poffible, 1o poflefs and deftroy
it. A roaring lion, alfo, no lefs greedy, feeks
to devour. They all porfue: And whit can

- the poor creature do! It is helplefs. Any one

of thefe, fhould they overtake, would deftroy
in a moment. Would even a filly fheep go to
meet thefe enemies, or flapd ftill? No, its fears
would almoft give it wings. How fwift would
it run to fome fhelter, to its fhepherd! And
would its thepherd ftand and look on, fee it in
this diftrefs, and not {creen it? Would he give
it up to thole devourers, when it is his particu-
‘Tar bufinefs to guard it from thém; it is com-

" ‘mitted to his care, he is -called "its keéper?

No, no. o _
Neither will 'my glorious Sh¢plierd give me
up to fin, which like a ravenous wolf, “is ever
feeking to tear my foul in pieces. Nor fhall
the world, greedy as a bear, fwallow 'me up.
My Chrilt has bid me be of good coirage ; for
he has overcome the world. Nor will thé Lion
of the tribe of Judah {uffer Satan, that roaring
Kon, (o devour me. ,
O my foul, only alt the part that a poor,
feeb¥e {heep would do, and thou art fafe ; thy
lorious Shepherd will keep thee. -Often has
he refcued thee: He Has kept thee hitherto.
‘Many a time haft thou feared, becaufle of the
fury of thefe oppreffors, as if they were ready
to deftroy.. But where is the fury of the op-

~ preffors ¥ Hitherto the Lord has fielped me;

‘@ and
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and bhe will not give me up now to thefe hated,
dreaded tyrants.  He knows I have not chofen
this world for my portion ; and he will not put
me off with a portion here. He will give me
himfelf, his Spirit and grace; becaule he will
be fiithful. And his kindnefs fhall not depart
from me, though the mountains depart, and ihe
hills be removed. ‘ .

—

Saturday evening, Fanuary 7, 1758,

1 WILL, by grace, wait patiently on the
Lord ; for my expe€lations are from him: And
he will give me his holy Spirit ; and I willatk,
and feek, and knock, till I do-obtain the mer-
cy 1 need; till my glorious King doth appear
for my help, and put to flight my foes. For
he will not fuffer them to triumph over me.
He will not give up his right in my precious
foul, and {uffer this world, fin, and Satan to
reign there. O my Chrift, my precious Sav-
ior, any thing but this; any dilcipline thy ink-
nite wifdom fees beft. Lord, pity me. . Thou
alone knoweft what a dreadful heart I have;

and thou alone canft make it better. O do it -

for thine own name's fake; for thy honor’s
fake ; for the credit of the profeffion I make
of thy holy religion: Make me holy. All who
know me, know that I am thy profefled difei-
ple ; then let it appear of a truth, that I have
been with Jefus. O 'let me bear thy image
more and more, day by day, that thou mayeft
be glorified. Lord, make me humble, meck,
' - paticot,

VN
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patienss fubmifive ta-thy will, prudent, difcreet,.
-laoly, parmlefs, - feparate from finners.: O thou
kaoweft all 1 peed ; and thon hall enough 1b
beRaw. Tlhqu Aaft 4 full ovefﬂpwmg foun--
mnq C o AR

wAnd, wirh me, mmembcr all dasr to me, and’
pll Ahy dear .chitdren. throughout the world ;
.elpecially the minifters of thy everlafting gof-'
:pel. Lord,.bold them near thyfelf. Let them-

- pastaks . of. gvery blefling - purcha(cd by tby.
Wblaod..: ...

Satnrdaymanuno, Ea;wary 21 —0 my.God,.
Mhen Tapl groaned .in Egypt, uncer hard tafk-
smafteesy .and cruel bondage, . thou didlt hear-
their groanings, and didft deliver them witha
.wighty arm.- Nevarthelefs, 1lrael mirmured.
.apaipil thee. - But,if God -widlindeed lpok dn-
nie affliCtion of . his.handwaid, -2nd will deliver-
.ywe fpom the cruel bondags, from fin, Satan,’
;and, she world, under which I groan, angd granmt:
me the grace I need, 1.will have no other Gad
ot thee.. - 1.will worfhip -no.graven image,.
smsis any: libenels of-apy thing 1@ beaven or.
veanth ; but will ;'wordbip‘tlee:in, fpirit, 20d .in:
«ruth 1 will:net.take tby.name in yain; but:
ywill adore shy ‘name, . and severence all thy ti--
11les, .attribates, ".ordinances,. word and works..

"1k will .-remember the:Sabbatl day,. 1o keep it:
~hody. Jt thall be evee ray delight : 1. will fpend:
-tk whoke. rime lin:public or private:exercifes.
of, rchglm,;excqn fo muph as is:to be- takma
-Aprio; thé warks ofnecedlity and wercy..

And. 1. witl: checrfully yield: nbedlénee and:
‘honbs xa pdeentsy.'and all fnpeuorp, according:
vt W t - too
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any fchoo), beeaufe weak in: bndy? oannot:
God ftmengthen me? Wil God lay..on,

:more .than he will enable me to. bear 2 Jee 3t
Suffice that bie bath faid, Asjthy day is; fotaall
sthy : fxength-he. .And do I not dear hise fay-
Jng, Be not -difmayed, 1 am by, God, I will

help_thee, .1 will firengihan thee, I will uphald:

thee by the right:baod of wy righteouinefe?
Awen! Lotd, increale my faith.: Blafh, sy
- foul,, and.lie- dowe in duft,. becaule: of - miyy
unbelicf. .©:my God,. I'am 1o stere worthy
;o be called thine, becanle.of my unbelief: . (O
was there ever fuch a monfler born ! Hath the
igreat. Jehavah given me'his:Son,: and with him:

given me.all .the promifes.in the new and ev- .

-cr!aﬂmg covegant; both for thislife, and that

:which:is te: come, for:my Joppart, and flay,?”

‘Hath-he, .condefeended :to apply -them -hy his-
. Spirit, time after time? Yd¢a, .when .the earth.
was trembling at his prefleace, did he oot then
pledge his faithfulnels, and telh, me, Though the-
mountains -fhould depars,and. tha hills -be re-
moved; yet his kindnefs Whauld .ndt  depait
from me?" Andyet, dare I-diltcoft bimd*:.O
petfidious wretch ! .Blufh; ye heavens, pver tay.
head; be altonifhed. thou earth, under :my

{eet! Blulh, O-wy foul!-Lordy pardon, wath.
away ‘my'crimfon finy in.the precious: bjdod:of

Jefus. “And O, flay this nobelief,: this jnfidel-
8y. ‘How. lcmg. O-Lord; bow lon.g fere. thon a-
venge-me. of thisienemy.t - .o -

« Tuefday morning, Fuse 20+—Ah Lord God"?

thou feel what-a.cbid 'L am, what a menevbahc.

'O Cnmmumcatc ftrength tome, thav: I, rwyxhe
* Scc note, page 86, able:

|
|
4‘
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able to fay, Whenl am weak, then I am ftrong
in the Lord, and in.the power of bis might.
XLord, thou haflt been wont to qualify: thy chil-
deen and fervants for the particular calling
whick thou haft allotied to them. O qualify
me allo for that calling, thou in thy providence
bak chofen for me. 1 afk not for wifdom 10
govern ftates and kingdoms. Blefled be thy
name, thou halt not called me to fuch a heavy
charge : But for wifdom and grace, fufficient

~ for.me ip tbe flation.in which God has fet me:

That glary may redourd to thy great name by
me, unworthy me. O doft thou fay it! Let
me hear powerfully the charming, foul (atisfying
words, %My grace is fufficient for thee, and
my flrength fhall be made perfe&t in thy weak-
nel.” Amen! Moft gladly then will I rejoice

~evep in'my infirmities, that the glory of God

may reft upon me. Lord, keep me, thy -de-
pendeant, ncedy creature, every moment; keep
wme in the right way. Let omnipotence hold
me, and lead me in right paths. O.lct me
be kept by the power of God, through faith,
unto falvation. O nothing but omnipotence
can hold me; for 1 have a cruel devil without,
and a traitor within, Lord Jefus, I again make
over my precious jewel into thy merciful and
faithfol hends. Keep what I have commits
ted to thee. Doft thou afk, Believell thou
that I am able to do this for thee? Yea, Lord,
1 believe ; help thou my unbelief. Co

Fuly 14—Went out yefterday, though but
poosly. Was difappointed by company there ;
and my friend from home. A few minutes rea
. ‘ frethment,.
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frefhment, after his return, by converfation,.

though not without fear of pride, becaufe I -

could 'not join with them in expreffing an un-
willingnefs to leave this world, and fear of death:
And thou, Lord, knoweflt, that I know not
what this means; and therefore cannot in con--
fcience fay I do. Bat O let none think of me,.
sbove what they ought, on account of this! It
is not becaufe I an fo good, that I want to die.
Oh no! Were I better, fo that I could glorify
God here, 1 could be more content to ftay.
Bat oh! it is becaufe I am fo bad, that I want
to-die. It is becaufe I am fo unholy, fo unlike
my God here: And I know [ never fhall be-
like him, till death ; nor fee him as he is.

O Lord, thy will be done. 'Keepame in Hfe -

thy own time. But oh! keep me from the e.
vil. Oh make me more holy. Lord, if thou
wilt, thou canft make me clean.

Tuefday morning, Fuly 25.—I have wounded
myfelf fo, by my foolifh boaﬁmg, detralling
tongue, that I do not know how to bear with
myﬁ:lf' What peed of all this expofing the
failings of” others; and'blowing the trumpet to
proclaim my own:induftry and good deeds!—
How completely da I aék the- hypocrite ! feek
the praife of man, inftead of aiming at the glory-
of God, and adoring his goodnefs. © this
hateful felft: Fhis abominable pride! How
does it taint every thing I do ! O Lord, forgive,
and walh away thefe filthy flains by (he eleank.
ing blood of Chrift;, and be reconciled to me.
O be not angry’ with me? 1 hate and abher my:
felf. And, I pray. thee; enable me by thy grace:
R ) - o
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%9 fet a watch and guard over the door of my
lips. O help me to keep my tongue as with &

"bridle, that 1 {peak evil of no one; for in this,

fo fure as 1 do it, fo fure I violate the golden
rule, the precions, beautiful rule; for 1 can

never fay, 1 wauld others {hoyld expofe my.

failings. Alas! What a pitiful figure fhould I.
make, fhould my friends do thuas by me ! How.
many, defefls in my praltice—may. they efpy !:
And yet they cover them all, and love me {lill.
O let me do likewife ! Lord Jefus, be thou my
guard; keep me from this evil, or 1 fhall fail
again by the firft temptation ; yea, without any
temptation but my own vile lufts. O could
my friends but fee the brood, the litter of filthy
Jufts in my heart, how mufl they abhor me!
And yet thou, God feeft me. Allis naked and

-open to the eyes of thy fpotlefs purity. O
“thou holy, holy Lord God, were it not for the

complete righteoufnefs of Chrift, which thau

haft imputed to me, I could not lookup: Thy

parity mult be my terror.  But, adored be thy .

name, on account of this, I may flill rejoice.at

the remembrance of thy holinefs. I know there

is no condemnation to them who are in Chrift
efus. : - '

But, O why fhould I remain fo unlike to
thee, my God! Why fo little of a. Gadlike,.
‘Chriftlike temper in me! O Lord, {peedy faunc-
tification, for Chrift’s fake! Lord, increafe my
faith, Jove, bumility and every grace; and let
me fee thy reconciled face. O hide not thy
face from me; but humble and comfort me; .

for I am thine own in Chrift Jefus. (

S Aug?lﬂ‘,
. / .
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Auguft 3.—Thanks be to God! A freth {up-
ply yellerday. And my debts are, or can be,
paid out of it. And I bave all I ever earnefily
afked of God: Namely, to be kept free from
involvements. O God, I thank thee that thou
art Ntill enabling me to render to all their dues.
In this thou givelt me the defire of my heart. I
thank thee, Lord, that I am not forced to keep
the Jaborers out of their wages; but can pay
as foon as earned. In this thou indulgelt me:
lo this I delight. ' ' '

And thou halt taken away two of my chil-
dren, in thy own gracious way; and I acqui-
elce; and beg, if it may be thy fovereign pleaf-
ure, that thou wilt provide for me in the
way wherein I can be faithful: For, Lord, thou
knowelt my infirmity. It is thou who haft de-
prived me of ftrength; and thou knoweft I am
not able to take the care of fuch a number, as
heretofore. Will God mercifully propordion
my bufinefs, to my ftrength and circumftances.
Lord, infinite wifdom knows how, though I do
not. O help me to do all thou requireft of
me ; but no more. Lord, as my day is, fo let
my [trength be. 1 entreat, not for my fake;.
but for Chrift’s fake, enable me to do my duty
in every branch of it. And for his fakeaccept
me, and forgive my ignorance, infirmities, fol-
lies, thoufands of fhort comings, and groffer
fins. Wafh them all away in the precious
blood of Jefus: And behold the complete obe-
dience of my dear Lord, and in him let me be
eflcemed complete. After all my defires and
tndeavors - to. yield univerfal obediénce, 1 am

an
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an .unprofitable fervant. I fall infinitely fhort :
But he bas fulfilled all thy will. Thy-law is
fulfilled, and made honorable too, by him. Be-
Jold the union between this glorious Chrift, and
my precious foul; and view me, even me, wuh
approbation, becaufe he has laid down his -pre-
cious life for me, and I'am his. O delight in
me; then, becaufe 1 am his, and he is mine. O
grace from the foundation to the top ftone! A-
mazing grace! Even fo, Father, for fo it feem--
ed good in thy fight.

Auguff 19.—O thou, before whom angels
bow, and vail their faces, who am I, and what
am I, that thou art mindful of me, 2 worm of
the duft! And permitteft me to run to thee
with all my complaints and difirefles! Lord,
1 am utterly unworthy of this gracious privi-
lege. But oh, for Chrift's fake, Rill enable me
fo to do; and indulge me, Lord, with thy gra-
ciays ear to the voice of my fupphcanons To
whom elfe thall or can] go? Human help fails.
Senfe fails. God alone is ftedfaft and unmov-
able; God alone unchangeable. And O let my
faith be fixed on this unchangeable, able, faith-
" ful God. At what time I am afraid, O help
me to truft io thee.

O my glorious Advocate, pray that my faith
" fail not. O give me not a flone, a ferpent. O
" give me not up to the power of unbelief, anx-

ious cares, and murmuring againft thee; -mur-
. muring in.my tent! Oh I cannot bear it! Lord,
thou only knoweft how far I am influenced by
{elflove to dread this fin, becauft it isa tor-
. menting ﬁn. But furelyloveto thee alfo makes
U

me
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me dread it. I cannot bear to diftruft thy
faithfulnefs, to difpute thy wifdom, and limit
thy power: It is odious to me. Lord, thou
knoweft I would do otherwife at all times. -
Lord, help me! Adored be thy name, that my-
duty and my happinefs are connefled. Oh be
with me through all changes; yea, choofe my .
changes for me, and haften my great and laft
change, if it be thy holy will; and then I fhail
diftruft thee no more forever. ‘Oh this body of
fin and death! When, Lord, when fhall | be
free from it! O fuccor and fupport meall tife
way. Help me to cat my burdens on thee;
and do thou fultain me, becaufe Chrift has re-
deemed me; and I am his and thine forever.

And I will be thine forever. -
Auguft 30.~—Sabbath intermiffion feafon.—e
They who come to God muft believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them who diligent-
ly feek him. Adored be thy name, my gra-
cious God, for freedom of accefs to thy throne
this day. And now, Lord, the feed is fown in
tears; let me reap in joy, for Jefus’ fake, in
whofe worthy name I come. Lord, hear and
anfwer the prayer I have prayed before thee-
And, if it may be thy fovereign pleafure, an- .
fwer me fpeedily, fince thou knoweft it is for
grace and ftrength to glorify thee; to enable.
me to caft all my cares on thee, and to acqui-
elce in all thy will. Lordyhear. It is not for
this or that circumftance in life, nor for life it-
{elf, T beg: But for grace, for conformity to
thy image and will. .*Oh do with me what feem-
eth good to thee. Strip me of all dependence
- oa
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on any creature and thing on earth, if it be thy
pleafure: But oh, do not let me murmur a-
gainft thee, and grieve thee. I cannot bear
~it, 1t pierces me to the very foul! Thou re-
quireft full contentment with my own condi-
tion. And, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canft give
me {weet content and delight in thee, let my
condition be what it will. Let devill rage;
and ungodly men, who have no own God to
-delight in, complain and murmur under out-
ward loffes and difappointments: But oh for-
Bid that I fthould do fo too. 1 have a glorious
God for my poriion ; a precious Chrift for my
inheritance. How can I bear dilicontent ! Lord,
by by grace prevent, or, thou knoweft,
through the depravity of my nature, and fubtilty
of Satan, I fhall do it, unjuft, ungrateful and un-
reaflonable as it is. Ah woful apoftafy and.
contrariety to God! I bewail it. O that F
were entirely recovered from it; that I were
aholly- devoted to God in every faculty.of my

ul! -
. Sabbath evening, Auguft 20—~Thanks be to
God for the refrefhments of this day; that d
~ ftill dwell in thy houfe; oh.may I be flill prail-
ing thee! May I dwell in the houfe of the
Lord forever! And, O gracious God, fincedl
- have left my requefls with thee, and all my
defires are before thee; let me, with Hannah,
be at reft, and my countenance be no more
fad. Let me not: fear always becaule of the
—oppreflion of the epemy ; jbut comfort me, my
God: Speak peace, pardon and cleanfing o
h .me. Thou hat mercifully promifed, that they

who
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who wait on thee, fhal renew their ftrength;
they.fhall mount up as eagles ; they fhall run,and -
not be weary; they fhall walk; and not faim.
Lord, ftrengthen me, according to thy word. -
Let me carry much of this Sabbath into the
week with me. And as thou haft enabled me,
by thy Spirit, and grace, to be in fome degree
fervent in fpirit this day ; fo enable me 1o be
faithful and: diligem in bufinefs, this week, and
- all.my days. And, Lord, grant me {uccefs, if
it be thy blefled will. Let me rot always la-
bor in vain, and fpend my Rtrength for novght.
Be with thy feeble child, though no mrore wot-
thy to be called thine, becaufe of my fin; bd-
cauf: of my pride, my unbelief, my hypocrify,
ay difcontents and murmurings againft God;
and the fins of holy things. - For. all thefe I
bluth, and am afhamed to look up. For thefe
1 judge and condemn myfelf. But O condemn .
me not! Blot them all out. Wath them all a- -
way in the precious blood of Chrift, - -
Thurfday morning, Auguff 31.—O, bleffed
be God, who has provided fuch help for me,
that both my family, and fchool are attended to
my fatisfattion. Lord keep me diligent both
for fouland body, I befeech thee. Suffer me
not to walte the precious momernts I may now
. redeem from family cares in idlenefs; but may
I improve them- to valuable purpofes. Lord,
thou doft all things well. 1 cried to thee, and
committed this cafe to thee; and thou haft pro-
vided fuitable help for me. O, help meio re-
joice in'thy goodnefs, while I do -enjoy; but.. .
preferve me from placing happiaels on this,
or
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or any egjoyment ; or depending on apy thing:
below thyfeif, my only chofen, bappy poruon.
0, make me rejoice in thee for what thou art
in thy/(elf,thou God of infinite perfe@ions, thoun
God of lowe, {overeignty, jullice, truth and
faithfulnefs. Yea, 1 will rcjoice in thy goodnefs
te me too; for thou f{uppliclt all my wants for -

and body; and art beftowing a degree of
{fweet conteat. O Lord, this is thy doing; for -
this I will blefs thee; for had I all the world
without this, I fhould be miferable. And this -
I cam no more attain in- mylelf,than I can make -
all the good things I want.© No: It is my,God
who beltows it. To him be all the glory.:

I remark a fingular inftance wherein God in- -
dulged me yefterday.. Aglazier came to mend
.our windows; and as he was taking them down, .
I thought, What fhall 1 do fot money to pay -
for mending them? And, immediately, before
he had done taking them down, a child came in, -
and brought me money meore than enough to -
pay him for his work.~ I receivedit as coming :
from the hand of God, who always enables me
to pay-the laborer; and rejoiced in it.. Yea, -
and be does all things well. '
- Saturday morning, September s.—For two °
.days paft the pain:inmy head and eyes has been
fuch that I could not attend to reading, writing, -
-or work, with any comfort.” My eyes fail ex-
ceedingly. - O, if :it ‘be God's fovereign pleal-

" ure, ftrengthen my fight' again, -that I may be ©
Able to read; and write, and work. And grant -
| ..ame grace to improve fo great a mercy'as fight -
to:the glory of God, and the good of my gener- -
) : u ation -
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ation. But if it be-thy will that it fhiould fail;

not my will, but thine be done. ILord, thou °

knoweft how to enlighten my foul, refign my
will, and make me happy. Do with me what
thou wilt, only make me holy, that thou maych
be glorified, and delight to make thine abode
with me, and it is enough. This, -above all
other mercies, I beg, for the fake of Chyift.
And he is worthy, in whofe name I come. And
the fountain is full, and grace is free. O, let
not my unworthinefs be any bar in the way of
my receiving grace upon grace, and firength
upon (trength, fince Chrift has died ; yea rather
is rifen again for my jufltification.

Wednefday evening, November t;.—My glov
rious, gracious God, I weuld praife thee with
my whole heart. O how doft thou indulge me,

~enable me to pravide the comforts. of life for
myfelf, and alfo to render to all their due; to-
do fomething fill for the fupport of thy gofpeli
I thank thee for this privitege. Thou knoweft
I delight in it. - And’thou art ftHl enabling me
to feed tbe hungry, and clothe the naked, bleff
ed be thy name. Go on, merciful Father, and:
for thine own honor’s fake, add the mercy of 2
" truly humble, grateful foul. Lord, thou canft
make mine fuch an one. Thou canft preferve
me from difcontents and murmurings, whea
new flraits come on. Oh, never Jeave me more
to fuch ingratitude! I dread it, 1 hate i1, I-dep-
recate it. Lord, help me at all times to truft
in theg profpett, or no prolpet. Thou ant
worthy to be trufted in the dark, as well as in
the light. How cften halt thow made me a-
: : afhamed
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fhamed of my vile unbelieveing fears. AndIam
mo more worthy to be called thine, becaufe of
them. I bluth and am afhamed, and yet, my
God, I am fovile that 1 fhall furely do it again,
unlefs thou by thy grace prevent. I flyto thee
for proteftion. O fave me from this bitter e
vil, and do with me, what feemeth thee good ::
For 1 am thine own forever.
SARAH OSBORN..

Sabbath morning, November 19.—Blefled be-
God! Yefterday morning-a precious fealon at.
the throne of grace. Sweet freedom for my-
felf, family, dear confort, chriftian friends, min~
ifters; yea, for all the world:; for the outpour
ing of the Spirit upon- all fleth; that Chrift
might be King of sations, as he is. King of
faints. Some fweet relith- remained the fors
mer part of the day: In-the afiernoon grati..
tude oblized me to vifit a-friend who. was un-.
well. The converfation-turned too much upoa.
things not to edifieation; and it was chiefly my
fault. Oh, when fhall my words be all with
grace, feafoned with falt* When fhall all my
eonverfation: be- as becometh the golpel of

- €hrift I I lament every word that runs to wafle.
Bicfled be: God, fome ferious turns. And in.
the evening reftefhed again, by perceiving a
young wofnan with me to be fomewhat thouglhit.
ful, and concerned about her foul, The Lord
awaken ber yet more, if it be thy blefled will:.
© Lord, convince her of her undone flate by
mature, and her abfolute need of a Chrift, and
veveal him to her. Ob, make.up to her, in
thylelf andi#n- thy Chrilt; what thou halt t;:km

. onx
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from her in the creature. Father and mother
have forfaken her. They are dead and goue.
Lord, take her up, and adopt her into the num-
ber of thy childzen. - Oh, give her a beart to
receive Chrilt, power to become a child of
God. Lord, pity ber and glorify. thyfelf in her.

—

Monday morning, March 5, 1759.

BLESSED be God for the return of another
birth day in peace. But oh | may the fprings
of godly forrow be opened. For, alas! how
much of this forty five years has run to wafte!
Houw little bave I done for God. True, God
ftands in no need of me: But for his glory I
was created. And oh, that the time paft may
fuffice for all the pride, unbelief and murmur-
ings of my whole life. Lord, let them all ceafe
from this moment. And let the remaining part
of life be all devoted to God. O blefled Je-
fus,] would now make a renewed flight tothee,
and embrace thee in all thy offices of Prophet,

Priet and King.. Oh teach me, fave me, -

" rule and prote& me from the only bitter evil.
"My only requeft is, that thou wilt conform me
to thy image, and refign me to thy will in all
things that thou mayef be glorified. And do
with me, and all I bave, what feemeth good to
thee; only make me boly. Entreat me not to
leave thee. I cannot let thee go without this
blefling. I ftand in infinite need. Thou know-
el the power, malignity and fubtilty of my in-
bred lults, Apd thou knowelt I cannot ftand
. ’ againft
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*
-againf thefe, and 1the world, and my invifible
_ enemies, without tlhy fpecial grace and heip.
Lord, help me! o
Friday, May 4.—Once more the houfe up
the hill is offered, if at liberty, as expefled.
“The Lord overrole for good. - Give me wil-
dom, for Chrift’s fake, fo to conduét -that there
may be no room for reflelion on tyfelf here-
‘after, whether 1 fluy here, or go thete. : Gra-
‘cious God, 1.4m thime. Help me to calt all
my cares on thee. Dire@ all my doubtful
wayd, Order -every ftep. Shall I raife my
_price for {chooling? Do the rules of juflice de-
wand it? Lord, determine me by-thy word and
Bpitit.  Guide me with thine ‘cye, and with thy
‘prudent counfel. - Make me wife as a ferpent,
and innocent as a dove. Determine me by thy
word, my only chofen -rule, that rule of right-
eoufnefs which infinite wifdom and goodnefs
has put into my hands. May the ‘precious,
-golden rule be ever miné. ' And oh enlighten
and teach me by thy Spirit; for thou knoweft 1
am-a poor; dark, ignorant, fhortfighted creature.
Oh endue me with wifdom from above. Make
me wife to know and to do'thy will, for Jefus’
fake. - : C
- And oh, draw me to Jefus more and -more.
Lord, I acknowledge 1 cannbt come, except
thou draw me. Adored be thy name, that this
de&rine does not offend me. 1 will not go a-
way, and walk no more with thee, becaufe of
this; but gladly be - beholden to thee for thy
.grace. Lord, beflow it freely for Chrift’s fake
alone ; for. without thee, without him, withc;ut
' the
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the bleffed Spirit, I can do nothing: But a glo-
rious Trinity firengthening me, 1 can do all
things. Yea, I can be content with all things
thy wifdom allots. \
Wednefday morning, May g.—How gracious

is God to me! A fweet fenfe he gave me yei-
terday all the day, of his wifdom and goodne(s
in bringing me to fuch a plunge, fuch dark-
nefs ; and then bringing me firft to rely on my
faithfyl God for fupplies ; and then caufing the
day to break, and the fhadows to flee away.
And the Lord is my fhepherd, 1 fhall not want.
O, let my heart now be lift up in the ways of
the Lord. Lord, bring me nearer to thee by
every ftep thou takeft, for Jefus' fake. And as
thou doflt increafe my bufinefs, increale my
firength, I pray thee, that I may be faithful to
the truft repoled in me. Lord, help me. They
are precious, immortal foul, whom thou haft
.committed to my charge. O God, make me
faithful. O, may 1 train them up for Chrif}.
Make me fteady and éxemplary. Eandue me
with wifdom from above, a [pirit of govern-
ment, my gracious God. And flill preferve
peace, good order and harmony: in my family,
among my little ones. I blefs thee for affift-
ance granted bitherto, that amidft all, I can fo
quietly enjoy my precious morning moments.
And if they muft in any degree be abridged,
Lord, meet me in the happy féw. Draw forth
every grace into exercife; and enable me to
embrace and cleave to ray covenant God, my
precious Chrift. O blefled Spirit, be in me a
{pirit of prayer and {upplication. Let me fall
: proftrate
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proftrate and adore before the throne of grace.
And O my glorious Mediator, my Advocate
above, perfume every petition, every lifp of
praife, with thy own merits, and they will af.
cend as incenfe, and be a {weet favor before
a holy God:" And they ihall be anfwered in
mercy. O my glorious Shepherd, keep to thy-
felf thy poor, needy, wandering, weak and tim.
orous fheep. 1 am, through grace, of thy own’
fold. Let me hear thy voice; for 1 will follow
thee. ‘O Jead me and keep me in right paths;
for 1 am thine forever.

Sabbath cvening, May 20.—O, thanks be to
God! Sweet was this morning, when God took
me near himfelf, and granted me communion
with him in his faithfulnefs. Lord God Al-
mighty, I fly to thee for grace, wifdom and
ftrength to go through the bufinefs to which
thou art now calling me. 1 have now ten in
family, and more than fixty in my day fchool. °
O, how many precious fould halt thou com-
mitted to my charge! Lord, make me thank-
ful and faithful. Blefs the little ones, and fet
them all be trained up for Chrift. Forgive all
my fins, and flill triumph, becaufe thou art a

faithful God, and I am forever thine. Strength-.
- en me in body and foul,and I will be for thee,
and none other, all the days of my life. ’
- Monday morning, May 28.—Laft week my
dear hutband went to Berkley, in hopes of re-
covering his health. The Lord in his mercy
blefs the means, if it be his blefled will; and
return him in his own time ; and yet fpare him
to me. And oh, may we glorify God together
’ ~ ' bel‘c.
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here, asd to all eternity. And now, in his ab-
fence, while thou art calling me to take the fole
charge -of the family, Lord, aflit 'me. Preferve
me from pride, felf feeking, oftentation, for-
mality and hypocrily. And O, make me lively
and. fervent in my prayers. Blefled Jefus,
without thee I can do nothing but mock thee.
O, fend thy holy Spirit-to warm my heart from
dme to time, to indite my petitions, and enable
me to adapt my language to the. capacities of
the children. Make this path of duty plis
before me. Preferve me from the zeal of a
Jehu. And preferve me from being athamed
of thee and thy ways, in this crooked and per-
verfe generation, in this time of lukewarmnels,
and awfu] declepfions and backfliding. O my
Sua and Shield, enlighten, warm and defend me
from every chilling damp, and blow up- the
fpark of divine love in my foul to a moft vehe-
ment flame. O, lat me grow ftronger and
ftronger in the grace that is in Chrift Jefus,
Adored be thy name! thou didft. yelterday
again hold out ‘the: galden fceptre, and faid,
~ Afk what you will, and it fball be done unto
you: For, adored be thy name, I do abide in
thee, and thy words abide in me: 1 have hid
them in my heart, that I might not fin againft
thee. And thou knoweft.my mofl vehement
petitions are, that God may be glorified by my
bearing much fruit. Thou knoweft my long~
ings and heart breakings for this. Ah, thou
haft faid, If ye love me,:keep my command--
ments; and fain would I keep them all: But [
break them all. And yet, Loxd, thou wba
‘ knoweft

¢
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knoweft all things, knoweft I love thee. O»
then, grant my requeflt, and enable me beuer
to keep thy commandments. .O, how beauui-
ful ate they! They are holy, jult and good. O,
how love I thy law ! [t is my dclight. 1 love
thy precepts, as well as thy benefits: And yeul
break them all. Qb wretched one that I am!
Who fhall deliver me from this body of fin!
‘When fhall death bring me a relealc! Lord,
give me patience to wait thy time. But gh
keep me then from the evil here.  Lord Jelus,
keep my foul in thy own gracious hagds ; forit
is thy own forever, and 1 am <hine.

- Wednefday morning, Auguff ag.—A fweet
and folemn fenle of .what I wrote yeflerday.
Precious feafon! When the perfeétions of my
glorious God appeared lo lovely; fin fo odi-
ous; I fo weak; and yet my foul {o precious
for Chrift’'s fake, becaule he has redeemed 1t ;
God all fufficient to keep it from the evil, and
make it holy, that he may be glorified, the top
of all my defires.

QO thoa who halt faid, Afk what ye will in my
name, and it {hall be granted, give me my pe-
tition and my requeft. Let me not grieve thee
any longer; but as thou knoweft 1 love thee,
grant me grace to keep thy fweet command-
meants. O let me more and morc have this
genuine evidence. O make meevery thing
that will pleafe thee. O, as ever thou didit
would a foul into thine own .image, meuld
mine into it, As thow didft ever fubdue a -
flubbern, rebellious will, and make it all fub.
miffion ; Lord, bow mine, and refign mine,

w and
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and do with me what feemeth good usto thee :
Only fubdue me 1o thykelf, my King, my Prinéc
and Savior. O, do this, rather than beflow on
me health, wealth, crowns and kingdoms. 0O,
grant me my petition: new, for thine own' fake ;
for I-am thine forrver. - oo
' - SARAH OSBORN. -
Wednefdny morning, December 26.—1 had a
fweet, cheerful day yefterday, blefs the Lord,O
my foul. O my God, with how-much comfort
art thou bringing me to the clofe of this year!
Lord, thou baft heard the cries I put up in the
beginning of i, in choofing my changes, change
of help, and change of habitation, all qui¢t and
. peaceable. Thanks be to God for this. O
Lord, how great is thy goodnefs! I am utterly
inworthy of all this goodnels and mercy thou
art: fhowing to me, for I have murmured, and
diftrafied thee; and am no more worthy to te

called'thine. But finice thy mcrcy-has triumph:-

€d over all-my unworthinefs, ‘1 fly 1o thee now,
in the name and for the fake of precious Chrifl,
" for prote&ion from this-hated, hateful, dreaded
fi. Lord, fcreen me for the future, or elfe,
unreafonable as it is, I fhalt fall inmto - it 'again,
the firlt cléud that pafles over mes - I cannot

ftdhd againft myfelf. Iam’as a' feather in dee-

wind of temptation. Lord, for Jelus’ fake in-
creafe my faith, that thou mayeft be glorified in
and by me, even by me, though fefs than the
lealt of alt faints ; yet thine own forever.

- S SARAH OSBORN: -

:;
1

|
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T.reflay evening, February 5, 1760.

« THE Lord grant I may from this time reap

the fweetnels of having this dear clofet. O
Good, meet and blels me in it, or it will be but"
as.a’ dungeon to.mer «But let it be a Bethel.
- Here let me wreltle with God for all the mer-
cies I want for myfelf, for finners, dear friends,
relatives,. and the whole Ifrael of God. = Herg
may 'the arms of faith fireich to embarce an in-
finite .God,and hold thee falt, by the affiftance
of thy own Spirit. Here may God condefcend
to bow his.car to the voice of my fupplications.
O, bere may every grace be drawn forth into
lively exercife, and ftrengthened. O, let it be
in mercy thou haft given me this dear clofet.
O, never let me once play the hypocrite in 4t ;.
but may 1 be ever fincere and upright in it.
And, Lord, hold out the golden fceptre : Suffer
me io.touch the top. Grant me my petitions
apd my requefts, fo far as confifts with thy glo-
ry. May they all be indjted by thy ewa.Spir-
ity- and perfymed . by the merits of jeﬁ», and
then. thoy iwilt delight o anf{wer... -

Lord, blefs me, and thy etber dear hand-
mald:, uho devote one. cvening in 2 week to
thee ‘to bg Ipent in religious exercifes. . Lord,
make us upright. - Preflerve us from felf feek-~
ing;. from_pride in every. ‘fhape and form.
Spffer us pensher to be-too proud to pray, leil
we fhould appear weak to others, nor yet proud
of the afliftance thou grantelt us. Lord, pro-
te?, and fcreen usfrom this [ubtle enemy. And
may guf upised gries reagh the heavens. Blels

our
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eur converfation, and every duty, for our-mu-
tual edification. And O, may a litle leaven,
leaven the whole lump. O that there may be
a general revival of religion.

Tuefiay evening, March 4.—The laft day of
my forty fixth year is now run out, 2 littie more.
than twenty three of which I have openly pro-
fefled Chrift. But oh! how little have I hved
% his glory. I would be humbled that 1 have -
made no greater proficiency in the fchool of
Chrilt in twenty three years; and alfo that the ‘
half of my life was, as it were, without God in
the world. I wounld allo tament before God
all my backflidings from bim; and that to this
day there are {uch bitter remains of contrariety
to him: So much of pride, paflion, unbelief;
{foth, worldly mindednefs, and what not!

"‘But, O my foul, let not thy lamentations end o
in ingratitude ; but blefs God for all recoveries
from declenfions; for all the vifories thy glo- - 1
rious King has given thee over the world, the
flefb and the devil. That amidfl fuch an ocean
of corruptions, fuch a flood of temptations, the
fpark of grace is yet alive. That God has, not-
withfanding all my fears, prelerved me from
all open viotatione of his law, which would have
been to the dithonor of his dear name. God
knows my fears and dread of this. Adored be
his name, that for. his own fake he has hithérto
delivered me from all my fears.. Where is the
fury of the oppreffor, who has often appeared
as if ready to defiroy? But hitherto the Lord
has helped me. - And I will rejoice and blefs
‘him, that by his grace I am what I am ; theugh

-~
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I am pot what I long to be; yet 1 will hope in
his mercy, that his grace fhall be fufficicot for
me; and he will complcte his begun work in
my foul. fe will notleave it unfinithed: Nei-
ther eanth, fin, nor hell fhall prevail againfl me.
My jewel, my all, is in fufe hands, even in the
faitbful hands of a glorious Chrift." And though
my fins of heart, aud all my fins, are againft
bim ; yet his precicus blood clecanfes from all fig.
To that ] fly this night for pardon and cleanfing,
Lord, my days arc now far acvanced. For-
 ty fix years palled and gone, never 1o be re.-
‘called. O let the remaining be devoted to
thee. Blefled be thy name, it cannot be Jong
before I rcach my etcrnal home. O, help me
to work.whild the day lafts, to {ulfil as an hire-
ling my day. All thy works praife thee, and
thy faints-blcfs: thee. Let me allo, who am
the work of thy hands, bear rgy_part_in this
lower world:  Thy fuiuts may profit Dy it. O,
let me not be an idle fpetator, but an allive .
doer of thy willt Aad cheerfully fuffer and
fubmit to all thy will; and clcave to thee, and
fpeak honorably of thee to all around me, un.
der every dilpenfation * of thy providence,
whether merciful or afflictive. 1 would renew
- ray thanks to God this night, for the mercies of
‘the year palt, [piritual and temporal. Thou
halt by thy almighty power bowcd my will,
and brought mc to call my care on tkee for
daily bread: And thou haft provided it con-
“tinually ; 1 bave lacked nothing. Lord, ftill
help me to trufl in thee, and confide in thy
faithfulnefs for all fupplies of grace as well as of
W ' food;
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food; for thou wilt not give me a ftone in this
refpe&, any more than in the other. Thou
knoweft I have cried more for grace, than for
daily bread; and thou wilt anfwer, becaufe 1

am Chriflt's, and Chrift is thine, and I'am thine

forever.

Friday morning, March 28.—For wile and

holy ends, God permitted me to be difappoint-
ed: I did not receive that which I expe@ed.
And which way to'get wood 1 know not. Bat
God knows we want it, and that is enough. In

the ufe of thofe means he allots me, I would ™ -

Jeave it entirely with him.
I have other cares at prefent, of more im-

portance, viz. how 1 fhall get my heart more’

engaged for God, and ftripped of pride, and

felf, and hypocrify. Lord, pity me in this re-

gard. O my éGod, fupply all my need of
greater dogreescof grace and ftrength. 1 do
ftand in infinite need. O for thy prefence and
grace! Work all my works in me and for me,

and the work of faith with power. Ah,bleflfed

Jefus, without thee I can do nothing.” But am
I not united to thee? Lord, thou knoweft what
thou haft done for my foul. ‘Surely I am not
among thofe branches which fhall be taken a-
way. O no! thou knoweft thou Lkalt efpoufed
me to thyfelf. Thou haft ingrafted me into
thyfelf, by regeneration and adoption. O then,
let me not be a fruitlefs branch ; nor {uffer me
to bring forth four, bitter, or taftelefs fruit.
O, if the tree has been made good, let the fruit

be good alfo. Oh,I bewail before thee that it -

15 {o unfavory, fo little generous and genuine
That

—
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That it'is {o tainted with mixtures of fin. O
thou glorious hufbandman, purge me by what
means thy infinite wifdom fees beft, fo I may
but glorify thee in deed and in truth, and not
feek hateful felf. Lord, I hate myfelf, when I
ftand in'competition with thee, and thy glory.
Obh, take me out of felf, in evety fhape and
form. O ye glorious angels, and perfe@ed
{pirits, who can glorify your God without any"

~ of thefe finful mixtures; if poffible, exert your-

{elves yet more. . O, adore and bow yet low-
er: And in God’s time I will comé and beara
part with you.—Refrefhing thought! Lord’
keep me every ftep of the way; for' 1 am for.’
cver thine. ' ' '
"Monday ¢vening, April 21.—Thanks be to
God, who has this day.affifted me, and brought”
me through the day with courage and cheerful-
nefs. Has added to my family another board--
er. Lord, adopt her into thine own family.
Give me grace and prudence to inftrué her -
and all the reflt ; and open their underftandings
to receive inftru&tion. O let there be a foun-
dation of knowledge laid in their tender hearts, -

~ which may never be rafed out.. O, help me to

travail in birth till Chrift be found in them.
'And while thou art calling me to be fo much
engaged for the good of my generation, enrich
my own foul with the gifts and graces of thy. .
blefled Spirit; and, for Jefus’ fake, indulge me
with near aid intimate ‘communion with thyfelf
in the few precious moments I can redeem, that’
thou mayeft be glorified in me. Lord, help
me, and I will offer praife.” "And though thou
~ ' ftandeft
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flandell in no need of me; yet thou haft con.
defcended to declare thylelf glorified by the
prailes of poor worms. of the duft, evea bere
upon thy footflool. O let me bear my part:
"Lhis [hall be my greatelt joy, to adore and
praife thee. Am I not akin to the worfhipping
and adoning bofts above? Then let' me relem-
ble them; and not the murmuring crew. be-
neath, O let me behave like thofe with whom.
1 hope 1 fhall forever dwell;.and not like thine
cnemies, like thofe who Hate thee, and wifh in.
their hearts there were. no- God. Thou. haft
called me by the endearing name of friend, let
me prove 1. an-fo of a truth; by keeping all thy
commandments. O let me rejoice in thee,and
give thanks ai- the remembrance of thy. holi-

lincls. o
Friday morning, April 25—0 Lord, thou.
feelt my weaknefls in body. as. well as mind;
and how my vital flrength fails; and I.am fink.
ing under the weight of bulinefs:. And yet the
nece flities of my. family oblige me to covet it.
Lord, help, and’lay no more on me, than thou.
wilt enable me with grace and patience to bear,
to thy glory. O grant me {6-much -bulinefs—
fo much ficknei—fo much bealth—fo much
poverty, and fo much profpcrity, as will bring.
me nzarelt to thyfelf, and moft:advance thy
declarative glory ; and no more of either;.
Lord, no more of any thing, than thou wilt
fandtify, I beg for Jefus’ fake: For, except thou.
fantlify, bulinels will hurry, fatigue, fret, and
carry off my heart from-God. Sicknefs will
clog, and utterly unfit for duty, fecret and fo-
~ cial;
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cial ; and nothing will be attended to but an
impatient complaining of ackes, and weaknefls;
an impatiént, ‘Jonah like fpirit, withing rather
to dia than live..——Health will be wantonly
fpent in the delights of fenfc: 1 fhall facrileg-
ioufly wafle that precions enjoyment, and rove
from God among the creatures. Ah woful de-
- pravity! Ah bitier remains of enmity and con-
trariety to God, that will abufc every mercy !’
Poverty, unfanélified, will make me mur-
mur aud complain, and care, and cark, and
quarrel with the difpenfations of thy allwile
providerice, Oh, cutting thought! Thou know-
eft 1 fhall murniur in my tent, and diftruft thee
m ‘every thini, and impudently charge God
foolithly ; and hang down my hands, and unbe-
lievingly ery, It will n2ver be better than
now! 1 flali bury all my mercics. They will .
Be all loft in vile ingrautude; and 1 fhall dif-
honor God all the day Jong. Oh, can I bear
it} Lord, ecanft thou, wilt thou bear it! For
Jefus' fake forbid. Profperity will puff me
up. Pride will rear up its vehomous head;
and I fhall be glued to this world, and take up
contentment in it, inflead of laying up all my
good in God. - :
' -But, Lord, fan&tify, and all'thefe fhall work
together for-geod, and bring me nearer thyfelf.
For bufinefs, I will rejoice and blefs thee; dil-
igently attend, and rcly on thee for a blefling,
firength- and fuccefs——In ficknels, I will fub-
mit, and kifs the dear hand which firikes the
blow. 1 will lie down and adore and praile,
and cry, Thy will be done, when 1 cannot
[N kneel ‘
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kneel and wreftle. In health, 1 will arife,
and with jey run the ways of thy command-
ments.  1'can do all things, -.Chrift figeogthen-
ing me. In povercy, I will trult thee, and
tling to thee,” and rejoice in thee as my only
portion. Yea, though thou flay me, I will trult
in thee. 1 will acknowledge the leaft morfel
of good to be morg than I delerve.——And in
profperity, my heart - fhall be llfted up in the
way of the Lord.

Therefore, O my covenam God fan&xfy all
to me, and do with me what pleafeth thee. I
have no choice to make but that by which thou
wilt be moft glorifieds "Lord, any-thing, only’
poflels my whale foul, fuffer no rivals, and it is
enough, O keep me from the evil; for I
am thine, forever. thine. My firopg tower, I
fly to thee for proteQion this day, .and all my.
days.. O let me be fafe.

Sabbath morning, April 27 -—Now, my God,
brmg me- again to ftand ﬁlll and fee the falva-.
tion of God. Thau knowci‘t better than I can
tell thee, how. my. way is again hedged up, and;
I know not which way to wurn. Wa-are deeply,
* in debt already, and are obliged daijly 1o plunge.
deeper, for the fupport of our family. But with,
‘thee all things are poffible, - All thy treafures
are full, both in pravidence and grace, , None,
of thy ﬂores are exhaufled. How dark did ev~
ery thing appear a_ year ago! And yet thou:
didft to aﬂom(hmem; roverrule,- and bring rsg-
to rejoice in thy goodnels. - Thou halt chofen,
my changes ; change of bhelp, and .change of
habitation, Pelivered me from the unrealona-

ble,
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“ble, in a'quiet way; and thereby taken off
mapy. burde¢ns which then prefled my fpirits.
And thou didft to my furprife provide for the
Winter, aid brought me througb it mump‘l)mg
in 'thy.'goodnefs. And now help me to re-
membey, that if my flores are empty, thine’ ate
“not,” “What have T to do, but to caft my cate
on thee? Lord, belp me, and take ‘he ntar
thyfelf this day Strehgthen my faith, and re- -
fign my will.to thine, whatever it is; and then

do_with me whatever feemeth good to thee.

Yuifday ‘merning, May 13.—Thanks be (o
,God, I' had my hands filled with bulinefs yel-
terday, and was hrought through it with a’de-
gree of comfort and couragé.  More than fixty
chlldren now under my care, in this place,
where'I and others feared I fhould not have
mufinefs. Lord, 1 blefs thee. Thou art iith
meé whuherfoever I'go. O, for Chrilt’s fake,
"qualify -me, ahd make mé faithful.  And as
thou knowelt' my poor, weary body will require
more reft, I pray thee let not the ‘few moments
for fecret devotioh be fquandered away; but
grant me fpe¢dy accefs. O, meet me immedi-
ately. ' Grauot me fweet communion, transform-
ing views of thy adorable perfeQions:

O let we renew ty choice and dedlcauom-
“for ‘thou art forever wine ; and I am, and will
be forever thine. O make me, as 1 delight to
be, whnlly devoted to thee in foul and body,
and it is enough. Grant we thls, and I afk
for myfelf no more. O pgrant it for Chrift’s
‘fake _Grant it, bccauﬁ. he bas faid, Whatev?kr

Ia

».
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1 afk in his pame, thou wilt give. "Amen.
Amen. It is enough, I am thine.
' SARAH OSBORN.
Tuefday morning, November 25.—In cafling
up accounts laft night I find we are in debt 1o
Jevergl perfons; and now we are contraéting
more debts for wood and provilion. © Lord,
.help, and in thy allwife providence overrule
‘that thefe jull debts may be honefily and timely
aid. It is .not to confume on our lufls; but
?or the comfortable fubfiftence of out family,
that we are thus involving. Lord, help. #nd
enable others to render to us our duc ; and
yet fend us bufinefs : And make us thankful
for it, apd fithful in it. -Bufinels is now fall-
ing every day. Grant me a Habakkuk’s faith,
that though all fhould be cut off, yet I may
trult and rejoice in thee. O flill glorify thylgh
and grant that all may bave their juft due.
- Thou knoweft how to bring all things to pals
for thine own glory. O help me to belicve

thou wilt do fo in all things concerning me: -

And let my heart be at reltin God, as to carcking
+ cares; and yet, my God, prefcrve me from a
carelefs indolent frame of fpigit. Lord keep
me awake, I befeech thee. O my God, pre-
ferve me'from a carnally fecure, flothful frame.
O, paur out a fpirit of prayer; and help me to
" pray and watch, and watch and pray, left I cn-
ter into temptations on theright hand ordhe
left. Dear Jelus, keep me. O keep e by
almighty power. - My foul is committed to thy
keeping.” Lord, I humbly expe@ prefervation
Arom thee. " 14ly 1o thee, O my Shicld, _De-

fend
» ~
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fend me ; ward off every blow that fin will
ftrike, and every fiery dart that Satan will
throw. Thou canft defeat the world in all its
" Inares, whether to elevate and puff up, or to
frown and‘caft down. Lord, all is alike to
thee; nothing is too hard for thee, though aH
too hard for me alone. 1 can overcome all,
through. Chrift ftrengthening me. O, thou art
my {un to enlighten me, my thield to defend
me. Help me to reft in thy faithful word, and
. fuck at this full breaft of confolation. For the
Lord is a fun, and a thield. The Lord will
give grace and glory, and no good thing will
he withhold from them who walk uprightly. In
this blefled-text all is. comprehended my heart
can with. O, thanks be to God for the prom-
ife of grace, as well as glory: Grace to enable -
to walk uprightly ; and that no good thing fhall
be withheld. O, let me feize the promife
of grace now, and cheerfully truft for the refk
Lord, give me this part now, and I canitruft
for glory, and all good things.. Faith can cheer-
fully’ wait thy time. Haft thou not faid, Thou
wilt witbhold no good thing ? Then withhold
not grace. Give me this in band now, Lerd,
this moment, ‘greater degrees, for Jefus’' fake,
Communicate from the full fountain, the head
of all gracious influences. It will never be ex-
haufted: Fill me to the brim.. There \is an
nfinite fulnefs for needy creatures. Am I not
a needy creature? Lord, thou kneweft I am.
Indeed I am. O, withhold not grace. Let
me bear away the blefling now, if it may be
thy boly will, O, let me bave no will but thine.
' X And
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And-is not this thy will, even my fan&tification.
O then, let me be lean no longer ; but fat and
flourithing, for Chrift's fake. Then thou fhalt
be glorified in and by me. Glory fhall be af-
cribed to Father, Son and Holy Ghoft; and I
will be thine now and forever.
SARAH OSBORN.
~ Wednefday morning, November 26. The
Lord make me thankful; for I felt what I
wrote yefterday .morning. And God will be
gracious flill ; be will not be ftri&t to mark in-
iquity agamﬁ me ; he will forgive for Jeflus’
fake, and give grace and glory too: Neither
avill he withhold amy good thing from me, fince
he has not withheld his Son, his ‘only Son. Can
1 fufpe€t his love and care of me, when he has
mot withheld his Son” from me ? How can I
think that he who fpared not his own Son; but
«elivered him up for me, will not now with
him, freely give me -all things, fpiritual' and
tcmporal ? How can I think that God, who
looked on me when I was weltering in my
blood, altogether a lump of pollution and en-
anity, and redeemed me ; brought me out of
the houfe of bondage; took away my filthy
garments, and clothed me with the bc& robe,
even the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; gave e his
Spirit to fan&lify me ; and adopted me into
his family; gave me a right and title to all the
bleflings of the new and everlafting covenant;
became my covenant God; and bas now freely
bound himfelf by’ folemn promifes to uphold
and ftrengthen me; will now, on account of
the bitterly lamented, bewailed, hated remains
- ) of

~
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of enmity, contrariety and.finful infirmities,
cut me off from the dear bleflings he -has
promifed, and let me wander from him? No;
he will fubdue mine iniquities, and my tranf-
greflions, he will purge them away. He will
be gracious, becaufe he will be gracious. He
will . pot be firi@ 10 mark iniquity againft me.
O my foul, with filial and humble reverence,
view God as a gracious Father, and faithful
friend, who has faid his kindnefs fhall-not de-
part from thee ; and not as a fevere judge,
ftanding ready to take all advantages of thy
failings and fhortcomings in duty. Had God
alted this part, I had long ago been confumed.
Should God be thus ftri& to” mark iniquity,
who could fland ! R L
O Lord, ftrengthen my faith; for thou wilt
forgive, for Chiift’s fake. Therefore let me
fear to offend or grieve thee all my days. Thou
wilt not withhold any good thing from me ;
therefore let me walk uprightly all my days.
O, from this moment let me have no will but -
thine; nothing in view, but how to pleafe and
glorify thee here, and in heaven to all eternity.
Thurfday morning, November g7.—Blefled
be God! A precious morning again yefterday.
A deep fenfe of what I wrote. And God help-
ed me to wreflle for the bleffings. A comfort-
able day and evening. God finiled in his prov-
idence. We received from feveral who owed.
Thanks be to God, we have good fuccels in
gathering in our harvelt. Awnd God will fupply
all our wants. Does the hulbandman expett
another crop in Winter? No more can I.
Thanks
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Thanks be to God, who enabled me, with the
ant, to improve the fammer. And as to the
ufe of means, as to the world, I have done,and
do all I can; what remains but that I now
wholly depend on God,-and believe he will
withhold no good thing from me? O God,
enable me to keep up high and honorable
thoughts of thee, believing thou wilt be kind
and gracious; believing thou wilt give grace;
alfo, believing as far as the heavens are above
the earth, fo far are thy thoughts above my
thouqlns, and thy ways above my ways. Lord,
preferve me from low, mean and unworthy
thoughts of thee. Suffer me not to limit thee
in any wile, for'foul or body; for thy compafl
fion has no bounds.

Friday wmorming, November 28.—Thanks be
to God for a cheerful day yeflerday. Some ex-
ercifes of faith and truft. Thanks be to God
for refrefhment in my waking moments this
morning, before cares took place, from thefe
words, ¢ For your heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all thefe things. - But feek
ye firlt the kingdom of God and his righteouf-
" nefs, and all thefe things fhall be added unto
you. Take therefore no thought for the mor-
- row ; for the morrow fhall take thought for the
things of jtfelf: Sufficient unto the day is the

evil thereof.”—Lord help me, and I will obey,

and blefs thee that thon knoweft I fand in need
of thefe things, and that is enough. Lord hélp
me, and I will cheerfully caft all my cares on
thee, and care for nothing but how I fhall beft
pleafe and ferve thee, and my generation, ac-

: cording
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cording to thy will. Lard help me, and I will
cheerfully rely on thy grace for this wo, to
make me faithful unso death, as well as to give
me a crown of life. O, thou wilt be my {un
aod fhield, thou wilt give grace and glory ; and
00 good thing wilt thou withbold from thofe
-who walk wprightly : And thon wilt give grace
40 walk uprightly teo. Lord, do all, and al
-fhall be well.. 1can do and be every thing
God would have me, if God will make me fo.
- With God all things are poflible : It is pofible
-that my heart thould be made more holy ; ‘more
.conformed to the image and laws of a holy God.
It is poflible that my @Qubborn, refrafiory will
thould be made all fabmiflion, reverence apd
thankfulnels. It is poffible it fhould continually
:bow to.the will of Jehovah in all things without
wexception ; to adverfe as well as profperous dil-
.penfations. It is poflible for it to bow fprever
10 the {ceptre of King Jefus.. O, fo. 'muchk of
this as I may attain here, fo much of heaven
below: For this is heaven to fubmit to, adore,
-and pleafe and enjoy God. Thisisthe beaven
1 want; apnd as much of ity Lord, upon earth
as may be- atuained by a. poor mortal. Ah,
Lord,.forgive ! Self indeed creepsin. Happy,
‘happy indeed fhall I be, fo far as 1 attaip. And
:wilt.not thou alfo be- glorified in this. . Lord,
then glorify:thyfelf.. I alk not happinefs, in-
<confiftent with thy glor;. Nay: Icapnot he
happy, except thou art ‘glorified; for in this
"does my happinefs confift. O I adore thee.
.that.they are infeparably conne&ed, and I fhall
-yet glorify thee, and be happy toq, becahufe
- X. thon
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 thou art a faithful, covenant keeping God. [
fhall yet praife thee, who art the health of my
countenance, and my God; and I am thise

forever. SARAH OSBORN.

Tucfday morning, Pecember 3.— Lord, help
now, for Chrifl’s fake, and prevent my placing
my expe&ations on the creature; to difhonor
and provoke thee. Lord, let all my expella-
.tons be from thee; and then they cannot be
too high. 1 cannot promife myfelf too much
from a bountiful, faithful God. But if I prom-
He mylelf from the creature, all will furely fail..
Glorious God, I fly to thee, and depend on.
thee to ftrengthen my faith, and to keep it fixed.
on thee alone, my fun to enlighten my fhield:
to defend. Lord, give grace, while thou artt

withbolding no- good thing. Thou kooweft my',

treacherous heart; but hold i falt ; fufler it to
wirn to the creature no more-; to diltruft thee
no more, fince thou art dealing thus gracioutly:
-with me. O now fet me apart for thyfelf. Now:
let me fcrve thee and my generation, according:
to thy will, with the greatelt cheerfulnels, dili-
gence and faithfulnefs.. Lord, fpirit me, and!
teach me what I fhall teach my dear little ones.
Suffer me in no.wife to negleét. them: While:
-1 and my faniily are fed and warmed,.let me:

be ftrengthened, and be:more and more dili-

gent in- buhinefs, as well as fervent in fpirit ferv-
.ing the Lord: And now I come to thee, Holy
Father, in the name of Chrift, for fuccefs.
Lord not only teach me how to inftru@;. but

feal inflruflion, Take hold. of the heart:of ew- - .‘

n

ery
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ery one thou committeft to my charge, if it may
be thy holy willi. In the arms of faith I bring
them:cvery one to thee. Dear Jefus, as thou
wouldeft .not fuffer thy difciples to forbid or re-
buke thofe who brought little children to thee;
but didft fay, Suffer them to come, and forbid
them not; and didft take them in thy arms, and
blefs them : ‘So, Lord, rebuke- me not; but
take -mine in thy arms, and blefs them all that
ever have, or now do belong to me, whether to
board or {chool. Let it be for thy glory I be-
feech, that this is the calling thou art choofing
for me. I would herein abide with God; {pend
and -be fpent for thy glory, and the good of the-
childsen. O, let gratitude be as oil to the
wheels, that thcy may fly {wifter round than ev-
er. Yea, and thou wilt help me: Apd I will
run the ways of thy commandments, when thou
fhalt enlarge my heast; for I am, and will be-

thine forever- *  SARAH OSBORN.

Sabbath morning, December 7.—Lord, wilt:
thou not draw out my whole heart and foul,and’
enable me to offer it up-to thee this day, asa:
thank offering for all the mercies of the ygar
paft, and-all my years. Glorions God, this is.
all-1 have to. give; and this 1 would fain give
up wholly and entirely, {o as never more to be-
my own, Lord take my heart, foul, fpirit, un-
derftanding, will, affe&ions, memory, defires,
and every faculty, every gift or talent commit-
ted to me. Let all be devoted to thee. Of thy
ewn would I give thee. Take pofleffion of
‘e¥ery member. of my body alfo, - Lord, it is all

thy
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thy own. And now- fay, with the pewer of a
God, “ I will that this whole foul and body be
fet apart for myfelf. I will be glorified in thi
-ereature.” Amen! I afk o more. Thisis
the utmoft .of wy withes. Wilt thou defend
and keep me as the apple of thine eye. Keep
me wholly. to thyfelf. Lord, I am thine, fo-
‘ever thine :: Why fhould I be for any other?
Why fthould either fin, Satan or the world an-
grofs? 1 am none of thewrs. Thou bafl re-
-deemed me, O Lozd God of truth. O behold
what thou haft given for my ranfom, and thou
‘wilt not withhold any good thing from me.
Thou wilt give grace ; and {o fure as thou dofl,
fo fure it fhall be improved for thee; and I
will be for thee wholly and forever. I dare
not promife thee any thing, on any other conds-
tion. But, Lord, give grace, and it will
ftrengthen we; and I will, I can do all thingsy
through Chrilt firengthening me. I can hive
humbly and thankfully, refigned to all the will
of Ged. And wherefore didfl thou redeem me,.
if not to be for thee; and none other ? Lordy
grant it; from this moment grantit! View me
as a dear purchafed thing; purchafed at no
lower price, than the precious blood of thy
own Son, thy dearly beloved Son, .the very
«arling of heaven ; thy joy and delight; and
-the joy of angels toc. View me as a dedicated’
thing, and feize me wholly. for thyfelf. Suffer
-mot fin, Satan, or thc world, ever to fhare with
‘thee. Lord, why fhould they, when I am wholly
* thine, forever thine,
: SARAH OSBORN.

Salurday.
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- Salurddy morning, December 13.——1 was
yefterday very poorly all day. But, blefled be
God, have-had a comfortable night. God has
bleffed means for my relief; pains are abated.
1 thank God, I was difpofed to acquiefce .in the
will of my heavenly Father, as to my indifpofi-
tion. ‘Some pleafing May bes, or Who can telly-
but this may be the beginning of my lalt fick-
nefs? O, how fweet would it be to realize st -
‘God only knows, while I am earneltly looking
out for the firft intimations of a diffolution.
‘And yet would by no means neglet any thing
God has appointed for the prefervation of life,
or health. Let God be glorified in his own
way and time, and it is enough. Dear Jefus,
keep my frame of mind, as well as my foul, in
thine own hands. I commit this to thy charge.
I can no more keep my frame good myfeif,
than I can keep my foul eternally fecure my-
felf. 1 look to thee for a Godlike, Chriftlike
temper of mind, Kecp me humble ; keep me
holy ; keep me watchful, prayerful, fubmiflive,
thankful, adoring, praifing, believing, trufting,
hoping in, loving and longing after thee, and
thy ways, and the glory fhall be thine forever.
O keep me in fuch a frame as much and as
‘conftantly here below, as is confiftent with a’
wmortal ftate. Sure this is hecoming a chriftian:
“Sure thou wilt be glorified by this. O glori-
ous, incomprehenfible Trinity, glorify thyfelf
in me, for thy own name’s fake; becaufe the
world believes thou art my God ; and therefore:
expetls 1 will belidve accordingly. O help me
in
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in all refpeés, that glory may redound to thy
great name by me, for Jelus’ fake.

And let all thy dear children fhare with me
-in this bappy, this glorious privilege of glorify-
ing God. O let us join heart and hand. O
unite us in the facred work. Leta facred
glow of love and gratitude to God-and each
other ever infpire our breafts. Let-the world
know the difference between thole who have
been with Jefus, and thole who have not, by
our love and delighit in each other, as well as
love and delight in God. O let Zion profper.
Let the Redeemer’s kingdom thrive and flour-
ifh through all the world. My heart fhall re-
joice, even mine. Amen. Halelujah; it fhall
in thofe latter days. Truth has faid it. The
crown thall flourifh on his royal head, and his
faints. thall fhout aloud for joy. Amzn.-

L

Fanuary 11, 1761,

O LORD, who can fland before thy cold!
O pity the poor and needy: Provide for them
out of thine infinite ftores. Spirit thofe on
whom thou haft beftowed this world’s good to
relieve their wants; as thou doft {pirit {uch.to
relieve the wants of thy poor, unworthy crea-
ture; for which I blefs thee; anJ pray thee to
reward my benefallors. I trult they do indeed
give for Jefus’ fake. O let them not lofe a re-,
ward of grace. Of thy free, rich grace, Lord,
reward them. And asit is thy fovereign pleaf- -
. ure, that my circumflances call me rather to .

- receive
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recel¥e than give, 1 would cheerfully fubmit,
and believe it is beft of all. Lord, any thing,
any circumftance in life thou feeft beft; fo
thou wilt but make me firong in faith, lead me
to, and hold me near thyfelf, and all is well.
If my bands may not relieve the poor, pour
out on me a Spirit of prayer for them. O per:
mit me to bring them to thee in the arms of
faith and prayer, to thy full flores, day by day,
that thefe their wants may be fupplied. i
And yet, as opportunities offer, and God
gives leave, let me cheerfully caft in my mites
for their fupport. O never l¢t me be unmind-
ful of the poor, the fick and languifhing, the
prifoner and captive, the aged, and the tempted
foul. O my God, fince thou haft done fo great
things for me, I pray thee, fill me-with bowels
of compaffion, and let the widow and fatherle(s
ftill be the objets of my tender concern and
care. And may my zeal for the fupport of thy
golpel never die. Let me flill cheerfully do
all I can: And when I ¢an do no more, Lord, _
help me to pray continually that thy gofpel may
be fupported, and for the profperity of Ziom;
and, O God, hear and anfwer for Jefus’ fake.
~ Let God glorify himfelf; and let him do as
feemeth good-to him. I have no other choice
1o make this new year, but.that God may be
glorified in me and mine, and all affairs and
things. And yet, while I am thus anxieufly
careful for nothing, I would daily, in every -
~thing, by prayer and thankf{giving make known
my réquelts to God. 1 would pray motre than
ever, from the exalted views, and earneft long-
ings
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ings that God may be glorified. O, arlenot
thefe motives as firong to make me thirft and -
long and wrefile, as anxious, diftrefling cares?
40 God, let me pot be freed from them in vain;
but now may 1 get up and run with more vigor
and chéerfulnefls than ever the ways of thy
commandments, rejoicing in God, and in all the
great and glorious events of his provideace.

Saturday morning, Fanuary 17. Forever
blefled be God, for all that {weet content and
_acquiefcence in the divine difpofals which I
feel from day to day. This is the Lord’s do-
ing. I am fure it is. It is God who has heard
prayer for Jefus’ fake, and has commanded de-
liverance from the tormenting fins of. unbelief,
diftrufts, anxious cares, and murmurings. O,
for this, glory fhall redound to Father, Son and .
Holy Ghoft ; for I could no more attain this.
frame, than I could get a kingdom by my own
firength. Blefled be God, 1 had rather have
the vi€tory over my inbred lufts, and be wholly
fubdued to the royal fceptre and will of King
Jefus, than poflefs crowns and kingdoms.

O, dear, precious Jefus, do thou but rule
me and defend me, reftrain and conquer all
thine and my enemies—fill me -with grace, that
I may love, adore and proclaim thy glorious
name to all around me, that thou mayef be glo-
rified ; let me but have the prefence of my
glorious King; I afk no more. I wifh no more
but to be near and like unto thee. -

Thuyfday morning, Fanuary 29.-—Blefled be

~ God, -who did mercifully affift me yelterday
morning, and humbled and fiengthened me by
many
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many gracious promifes; and helpcd me aH
the day. And in the evening did, [ truft, meet
with us in the dear lociety ; affifted his dear
«hild to wreftle as a Jacob; and, I trufl, en-
gaged all our hearts. And will not God an-
fwer our united requefts, for Jefus’ fake? Dear
Lord, we would plead and rely upon thy own
gracious promife, That where two or three are
met in thy name, there thou wilt be in the
midlt of them: And if two or three are agreed
to afk any thing in thy name, it fhall be grant-
ed. O Lord, were not moré of us than that
-number engaged in_ begging the deftru&ion of
fin and increale of grace, that thou mayeft be
glorified pardon, cleanfing and ftrength for
time to come? Did we not anew commit our
precious fouls to thy keeping, dear Jefus?- And
wilt thou not keep us from lbe evil, and com-
municate of thy all glorious, i ltabk petfec-
tions to us, that we may grow* mote like thee?
O God; grant it for thine- own name’s fake.
Lord, grant it, and we fhall glorify thee, if
thou wilt transform us into thine own image,
by giving us lively- views of ‘thy perfc&mns
The more we fee thee as thou art, the more we
thall be like thee. 'O, let difcoveries of * thy-
felf to us grow clearer and clearer, till 'we are
perfe@ly conformed tothineimage. Then fhall
we be fatisfied, when we awake in thy likenefs.
Thurfday morning, February, 12.—0 Lord,
{uffer me to come, and'in the arms of faith and
‘prayer to bring the fick man, ‘if he be yet a
.- fubje& -of prayer. O, Lord, have mercy on
him, and -glorify thc “riches ‘of thy fovereign
grace.
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grace. Lord, get to thyfelf a great name ; make
this man a monument of thy mercy. I am
unworthy to afk, or he to receive: But Chrift
is worthy. He fhed his precious blood fer
great finners. O, give him but faith in Cbrig,
to lay hold on him, and God fhall be glorified

in his falvation. Lord "Jefus, give bim a new
hean O make him holy, and fit to be a par-
taker of the inheritance of the faints in light.—
Lord, enable him to commit himfelf, as I would
commit him, into thy merciful and faithful
hands. O let pot death feparate betwist foul
and body, till thou halt feparated betwixt his
foul and his fins.

Friday morning, February 13.—~1 was called
by providence g'c{terda y to fee this fick man,
who in all probahility is at the jpoint of deathy
and in moft terrible agonies, bemoaning his paft
life, and crying for mercy.. 1, faid he; was
conceived in fin, and brought. forth in iniguity.
1 have been inclined to fin from a child. ¥
‘have feared neither God, nor man, nor any
thing elfe.—I," who have been brought up.in a
chriftian land, am ignorant of the way of falva.
tion. I have had Eternity, Eternity, Eter-
nity, founded in my ears; but 1 pat-far away
the evil day. And now 1 am launcbmg mto
a boundle( ‘Eternity, and know ndt where I
am going! Mercy, Mercy, Lord. Oh, this
would make the flouteft heart to fhudder, faid
he Ob, could I but have feen all this before,
as I bave jult now had a glimple of my eter-
nal damnation ! Wringing his hands, he cried,
Oh, how ﬂnll I appear before a holy, fin hating

God,
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God, who will fearch me to the quick, even
all the fecrets of my foul t——One fpeaking to
him of Jefus. O Jefus! faid he, how fweet is
that word Jefus! But my fins are of a f{carlet
die. Mercy, Lord ; mercy in and through
Jefus Chrift. I have not one word to plead
_ in my own behalf ; but Mercy, Lord! A rela-
tion coming in, he faid 10 bim, O—I am gafp-
ing for bfeath, can but juft catchit. O, do
not let finners lavgh you out of your religion.
1f you do, you will repent of it, when it is too
Jate, &c. He carneftly afked the prayers of
all around him, and thanked all for any advice,
or pains they had taken with him.

Saturday merning, February 14.——1 went -

again, as foon as I was up yefterday morning,
-wanting flill to know more of the dealings of
- God with the precious foul of this fick, diftrefl-
ed man. After fome converfation with bim,
he faid to me, I think I doloath fin. T do
abhor it, becaufe contrary to a holy God. I
faid And do you not then fee a beauty in
holine(s, and love it for its own fake? Ah! faid
hé, That I have tolook for yet; I cannot anfwer
youthere. He was much weaker, and could
talk but very little all the day and cvening.
Thurfday morning, February 19.—Yeflerday
I was comfertable fome part of the day, and
came through the whole as well as ufual.—1In
the evening ferious and engaged when relling
my friends of the fociety, when met, of the
dealings of God with the foul of Mr. _
Ard when I came to pray for himy, my wholc
foul was engaged? He anpeared to me," as in-
decd

’
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deed he was, hovering juft on the brink of E-
ternity, and ready to launch into it in a mo-
ment. And God gave me a deep fenfe of- the
worth of his precious foul ; of his utter inability-

. 10 help himfelf.—Of his utter unworthinefs to.
receive mercy, and mine, or ours, earneftly to
apply to the throne of grace in his behalf:
But pleaded encouragements from our being
Joindy engaged for mercy for him, and I truft
‘we really vere fo throughout the room. 1
blefs God, who gave fuch a number of us op-
portunity to unite, and implore mercy for bim,
and conmit bim into the hands of a glorious -
Chrift, to be clothed with the all glorious and

" {potlefs robe of his righteoufnefs ; in which he

. might lift up his head before firi€t and impar-
tial juftice, "before the bar of a holy God. L
could heartily plead the glory of ‘God in the
falvation of this foul; and had a lively view of
the joy in heaven in the prefence of the bleffed
angels over this’ finner repenting and arriving,
there. And 1 humbly truft my fenfible view
both of the worth of his foul-——his undone
flate without Chrift his unworthinefs to re-
ceive, or mine to implore mercy the ful-
nefs and fufficiency of Chrift for him, as well as
for Jerufalem fianers who had imbrued their
hands in his own precious blood and the
glory that would redound to God, bothin
heaven and on earth, "in the falvation of this
foul was from ‘God ; that thofe difcoveries
were from him, and the defires were excited by
Lis own Spirit. It was he who emboldened me,
who am byt duft and alhcs, thus to draw near,

and
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and plead with a righteous God. And I will
hope be has anfwered the defires of hisown ex-
citing.
1t was between feven and eight o’clock when
we were thus united at the throne of grace,
more than ten in number. And a little before
aine dear Sufa (Mifs Anthony) was our mouth,
and fpread his ecale again bcfore God with
carneftnels and importunity.—And before we
broke up we heard the bell toll for his~death.
And I believe it was Satan who fuggefted to
me, that my defires were not excited by the
Spirit of Ged ; for he was not then the {ubjeét
of prayer; and therefore my prayer was loft;
for God never affified any to pray for the
dead.—It gave my fpirits a confiderable damp :
For I verily thought that God by his Spirit bad
beld me up to wreftle with him, and given me
A{uch boldnefs and freedom of accefs ; and even
firong confidence that God would hear and an-
fwer for Chrilt’s fake. And if-he was dead at
that very time, I knew not what to make of it!
- Still I could nat help thinking God was withme
of a truth in that prayer. I therefore went
down to the boufe, and inquired, at what time_
he died? And his fifter told me, ]Juft at nine.
—And God did help me: And he fhall have
all the glory, while 1 rejoice in hope that he is
glorified in heaven, for the falvation of that
foul. And now, my God, lay mein the duft.
' And comfort the near and dear relations,
and all to whom he was dear. And fan@ify is
o all this town, and to all who may hear of it:.
Y ' - Thur{day




270 MEMOIRS or {2964,

Thurfday moraing, April 3. —Thanks be ro
God for incxeafing the number of out dear fo-
cietyy. We are now thirty five in number. -
Twenty here laft evening. O that God will -
for Chrift's fake, increale our graces. Dear -
Lord, quicken thy dear childrenand Rrengthen
them; encourage and comfort them. O build -
us up. Smile upon us. Lord, we meet to-
gether to fpeak to one another of the Leord.-
Hearken and hear; and let us be thine in the .
day when thou makeft up thy jewels. O, let
this fociety be a nurfery for picty.

Friday morning, April 17.—Eleven of our
fociety fpent the afternoon here yelerday. 1
made a fhort attempt to pray. And for a few
minutes had freedomw, while breathing after
perfeétion of holinefs, and a freedom from -
every clog and interruption to my communion
with, and enjoyment of my God. Some long-
ings that the hody might be land to reft, and:
fleep it out in the grave, while I, free from all
fin, ficknefs cr wearinefs, thall wortfhip, enjoy
and adore, as glorified faints and angels do.
However, here 1 fubmitted to the divine willy
and turned my plea for greater degrees of
grace and ftrength for us all, that God might
be glorified by us. Thefe defires, 1 truft, were
excited by God’s own Spirit, and fhall be beard
and anfwered, though I was not abje to.perfift.
¢ Think "not that ye fhall be heard for yous
much {peaking,” faid my deareft Lord. O, les
me not limit God, and confine the bleffing to
long prayers ; nor yet form excufes for fhort

formal prayers. :
Thanka
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Thanks be to God who did affit —— to plead:
and wreftle with importunity. She, as the im-
portunate widow, followed God with plea upone
plea, in the Mediatot’s name. She afked in
faith and bape. Her petitions and confeflions
and pleadings, as well as thankfgivings, were, I
truft, all excited by the blefled Spirit. And
God will delight to anfwer. 1 often think of.
what I heard Mr. Byram fay of Mr. Brainerd,
when be was telling of his wreftling in prayee
in the wildernefs for the converfion of the In-
dians. ¢ I verily thonght,” faid he,. © that the
dear man wonld have died upon the fpot.” :
So it often feets as if fhe would breathe out

-her foul in prayen - The Lord be praifed! O,.-

affift her Bill more and more. Would to God
ail his children were fuch wreftling Jacobs.—
And now, my God, into thy merciful and faith-
ful hands T commit my foul, my bedy and elk
my concernd this day. Pardon my. fin, and af-
6t me for Jefus’ fake ;. for 1 am thy. owm
forever. - '

- Monday morning, Offober 12.—Lord, meke-
me truly thankful. Yeflerday was a goodday..
God did folemnize my {pirit when in public.
worfhip, in prayer and in preaching, and fing-.

-ing too. An excellent fermon was delivered

from Matthew xxviii. 18.. ¢ And Jelus came-

- and fpeke- unto them faying, All power is given:

unto me in heaven and.in earth.” Bleffed Je-
fus, what a fweet difcovery was this to thy poor
difciples, when they were worfliipping thee ; but:
fome doubiing; a difcovery of thy glorious.
power to forgive all manner of fin.and blafphe-

' mies ;.
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mies; to vanquifh Satan; fubdue our jufts,
though ever fo numerous and ftrong; to
firengthen the believer though gver fo weak;
to enable to overcome the world, in all its

cares, pleafures, vanities and frowns ; to refift .

Satan in all his wiles and ftratagems; yea,and
overcome him too; yea, to overcome every e-
vil that can befet us in our way. O Lord Je-
{us, then fear flees before us, however weak in
ourlelves, and of ourfelves can do nothing, yet
then are we firong.—O for greater difcoveries:
of this glorious auribute to both faints'and fin-
pers.  Saints fhall Rand up and rejoice, grow.
firong and adore, becaule greater is he who is:
for them, than all who are againft thenr; and.
none ¢an pluck them out of his hand, or over-
throw his work in their fouls. Q difcover
more and more of thy glorious power, blefled
Jefus, to. me. And let every dear child of
thine fhare with me. O, rejoice the whole
kody of thy militant. church, fince thy power is
not limited. No; all power is given unto thee,.
in bheaven and. in earth, O let our fouls ex-
ult ‘and triumph ip ouralmighty Redeemer;.
and in all our future firaits, let the eye of our
faith be unto thee;, When we know not what.
to do, nor how to go.forth againft this great
nultitude. - O then difcover to us that. all:
power is given unto thee both in heaven, and,
in-earth.

0] revxving truth | Chrift will accomplifh all

that congerns us, fince all power s in his
hands. O what a dear Redeemer is this! How
mwhty to fave ! Who is this . who comes trav-

ellmg

g
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elling in the greatnefs of his firength! Who is
this! who for a listle time was made lowerthan
the angels for us; but is now exalted far above
all principalities and powers. O iet chriftians.
rejoice in, and finners tremble before, this ex-
alted Rédeemer, this King of glory; and all
, bow to the fceptre of his grace; and not pro-

. voke him to crufh with his iron rod.. Lord,
take hold of finner’s hearts. Now fhow forth,
and make thy power known, now they are
grown ftark mad in fin. Now,. Lord, fpeak
with the power of a God, and ftop them in their
mad career. Thou fhalt have all the glory.
Thy name fhall be magnified and adored. An-.
gels fhall rejoice; yes, there fhall be joy in
heaven, if thou wilt take to thyfelf thy great
power and reign. :

Wednefday morning, Oftober 14.—O Lord,
overrule in the affairs of this day, 1 pray thee.
Give me wifdom to dire&. O my God, fuffer
me not to cut any duties fhort, through inclina-
‘tion to, or delight in the things of this world,
rather than in clofet duties. Neither fuffer me.
for a pretence to make long prayers, or think 1
thall be heard for much fpeaking, when the ne-
ceflities of my family, and affairs for its fupport
ca'l me for the prefent to attend. Dear Jefus,
‘thou who haft all power given to thee both in.
heaven and on earth, guard me againft the de-
ceit of my heart, the wiles of Satan, and the
world. And if I have but a moment, help me
to give thee my heart; to commit my foul a-
frefh into thy glorious and faithful hands; to.
truft in thee for the fupply of all my wants, if L

cannot
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camnot ftay to fpread them all before thee; for
thou knoweft what I want, before I afk thee.—
O, let me flay to tell thee, thou knowett I want,
above all, increaie of grace of every kind;
frong faith, a refigned will, great humility, and
the enjoyment of thy bleffed felf. Let me but
glorify thee, and enjoy thee; and let thy ‘dear
children fhare with me, and it is enough.—On-
1y, let finners be brought home, that thy king-
dom may fpread far and wide; and my heart
thali rcjoice, even mine.

Sabbath morning, Oflober 18.—Several chrift-
ian friends vifited me yeflterday afternoon.
And I was engaged in talking about the vicesof
the times, and the need there is of wife virgins
awaking, trimming their lamps, girding up their
loins, now it is midnight, and preparing to meet
- our glorious Lord. And in hopes of refrefhing

my fricnds, I read fome of my ewn writings.—

But I am fince perplexed. O my everlafling

fafeguard, I fly to thee for pardon of every de-

gree of {elf love, pride, vain glory, oftentation,
or felf feeking. O my glorious God, thou
kdoweft how fecretly thefe fins. will twilt and
wind in, when I moft defire to glorify thee.
Lord, fave me! I hate thefe fins. O let them nos
prevail againft me, now I would be all for thee,
and none other. O for humility now. Glorious

Lord, give me fuch a fight of my own vilenefs,

as fhall keep me low in my own eyes. O let

me not become all a cenfurer abroad; crying
out, of the vices of the times; calling to all to
fee my zcal for the Lord of hofts : And negle&
that corrupt, that bitter fountain "that is within

’ me’

N

-
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me, which is perpetually turning me afide. O
bumility, Lord; humility, for Chrift’s fake. Not
only a crying out egainkt fin; but aninward,

utter abhorrence ard loatbing of it, and myfelf

for it.—But oh, not difconragement. Lord,
guard ‘me here. This will weaken my hands.
There, is forgivenels with thee; that thou
mayelt be feared. Dear Jefus, fince all power
is given o thee, in heaven and in carth, keep
me in the frait path. Let me not turn to the
right hand, or left. Keep me by thy almighty
* power, through faith unto falvation. And et
me not grieve thy holy Spirit. My foul is
commiited to thy care: Lord, keep it from the
evil. I cannot, O, I cannet. Sin will be too
_hard for me, 1f 1 turn not after Abfalom, I
fhall after Adonijah, except thy grace prevent :
1zt is by that alose I {hall Rand ; et me not be
bigh minded, .but fear. Lord, I fly to thee.
Bebold thy babe, thy weakling, and defend me
from all the affaults of fin and Satan; and glo-
1ify thyfelf "in ‘me. Dear Lord, do ufe me in
thy own way; in my proper ftation, in'the
“ place where God has fet me, let me plorify
thee. Let me never move above my fphere,
nor yet {lothfully hide my Lord’s talent in a
napkin ; but occupy till thou come. O let me
gain more, be faithful in a little. O let me be
found a trafty, faithful fervant, working faithful-
ly, in my Lord’s abfence, always ready to meet
my glorious Lord and Mafter; lift up my head
at his firt approach, and bid him ten thoufand

welcomes, .
Wednefday
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Wednefday morning, Oftober 21.—On the 21#
of O8ober, thirty years ago, I firft entered the
married flate. O that I cotld be fure I had
then been efpoufed to {lcfus Chrift! But I can-
not, though I have fometimes hoped I was.
.The Lord infallibly knows. O, adored be his
.name, I truft he knows I am now his. The
foundation of God flandeth f{yre, the Lord .
knoweth who are his. And if I am his now,
let me evidence it to - all who know me, by
keeping his dear commandments, doing juftice,
loving mercy, and walking humbly with God.

Now let me frequently appear among thé
Lord’s people. Now others are crowding to-
gether, runaing all rifques to attend the devil's
entertainments, let love to Jefus Chrift and
each other, excite us to meet and vifit each
other. Let us who fear the Lord, {peak often -
one to another; and in all humility give him
the glory of his fovereign graces ; declare what
he has done and is doing for our fouls. Let*
us fhow forth his faithfulnefs, and encourage
each other to put our truft in him; for he isa.
faithful God, and none ever trufted in him,and
was put-to fhame. O may the - whole of our
converfation be to {peak honorably of God,
exalt God and Chrift, and the operations of his
blefled Spirit, and grace ; and lay felf in the duft.
O l¢t felf be debafed. O let us neverforgeta Neot
J—Not unto me, Not unto me; but to God be
glory. -Thus let us communicate to each oth-
er, and provoke o emulation. Thus Jet us
fcatter, and yet increafe. Thus let us blow up

S the
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the coals, till we are all a flame of love to Je-
fus Chrift and each other.’

Lord, thus blefs our dear Society. Thuslet
ws love as chriltians; yes, as primitive chrift-
&ans, who were dear to each other, as their own
lives. Let us begin to live and love, as they
do in heaven. Let us, while here on earth, a2
bound in piety towards God, and charity to
men; efpecially the houfehold of faith—Chrift's
dear fick and poor—Chrift’s precious ambaffa-
-dors, O let us build upon the dear, the fure
foundation, Chrift Jefus, all the good works we
can do. Letthe words of Chrift, % In as much
as ye did it unto them, ye did it unto me,” be
as oil to our wheels, to make them run fwiftly.

'O may God reward every kind benefaflor
Yie has raifed to me in every time of diftrefs.
May they never lofe their reward, though they
«did it to one of the leaft of thine. Let them
hear thee fay, dear Lord, to their precious fouls,
even here, % Inafmuch as ye did it, ye did it
unto me.” O reward them a thoufand fold into
their own bofoms. And may gratitude ever
glow in my breaft to God and to them. . And
as I have freely received, in times of my dil-
trefs, fo let me freely give, as God enables, and
occafion offers. Lord, ever open my hand
and heart to the fick, poor and needy; and

" make me a blefling in my day. O, make me
extenfively ufeful, in my family, in my fchool,
in the dear, dear fociety, and to all around me.
O, let the Lord God Almighty delight to cwn
me, to ufe me, to fet me apart for bimfelf, in
fecret, in private, and in every way my proper

Z Ration
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flation admits. Why do1 ftill live below?, 1f
1 may not glorify God upon carth? Why not
permitted to glorify him in. heaven? O God,
glorify thyfelf in me :fomewhere, 1 befeech
thee. : : .

Saturday morning, Odober 24.~——=I have
thoughts of drawing:two bows, at a venture. If
it is thy holy will that I do it, Lord, dire& and
aflit me, for Chrift's fake, that I may bear my
teRimony againft this temple of wickednefs, the
play houfe, and be inftrumental of breaking off
thy young fervant and handmaid from going
there; and alfo from purfuing the vanities of
this world. Q Lord, determine me, as will be
molt for thy glory. If 1 draw, for Chrift’s
fake, dire& the arrows, caufe them fo to flick,
that the wounds may never be {kinned over til}
they are cleanfed and healed by the application
of the precious blood of Jefus Chrift. O let
me never be influenced by pride to do what
does not become me. But cnable me to take
the advantage of all the favor thou haft given
me, in the eyes of the great ones here. How
Know I but it was for this very end thou haft
done it ? Perhaps it was for fuch a day as this ; -
and can I altogether hold my peace, and be
guiltlefs! O God, dire@ and fucceed my at-
tempts to glorify thee, and do good to precious
- fouls. For thine own honor's fake appear for
me; be on my fide, while I am attempting to
thew myfelf on thy fide. Let me fear the face
of none, if I may approve myfelf to thee. And
do thou, Lord, bleis me, even me, and pardon
. all
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all my fin, and firengthen me yet more in my
foul for the fake of Chrift alone.

Thurfday morning, November 12.—1 have
had fome {weet commuaion with God in his
providences, admiring his wifdom in timing ev-
ery thing, and fupplying all my wants to a min-
ute; enabling me to make timely and honorable
payments to thofe with whom we deal; and to
provide comfortably forall my dear family. O,
how fhould 1 be delighted with my lot, fince
God enables me to do juftice and love mercy !.
O that I could walk more humbly with my
God; more worthy a child of God, who is fo
indulged! O my gracious God, forbid that I
fhould offend and grieve thee, now thou art fo
dandling me upon the knee of thy kind provi-
dence; freeing me from all pinching wants,and
from all carking cares. Now, if ever, let me
get up and run cheerfully ; ftudy what I fhall
" yender to the Lord for all bhis benefits; and .
‘bow I fhall refrefh any of his dear a mbaffadors,
or any of his poor, or the poor widow and fa-
therlefs, whether they are his by fpecial grace,
or not. .

Saturday morning, November 14.—Thanks
be to God, all things go well with me now, as
to temporals. I have no apxious cares or fears.
- And now, Lord, help; that whatfoever my

hand finds todo, I may do it with all my might.

" Let me not abufe my freedom, from carking
cares and unbelieving fears, by being indolent
and flothful. O no! now let me get up and
run, and lay myfelf out every way for the glory
of my faithful, gracious. God, and the good. of
. Yy
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my generation. Now let me prepare, as God
allows me, free will 3gnd thank offerings, to re-
frefh his minifters, and relieve his poor. O
that felf may be entirely laid afide; and with
a fingle eye to the gloty of God, O may I caft
in thc mites he allows me, be it more or lefs,
with cheerfulnefs. and delight, Deareft Lord,
1 cannot be profitable to thee. But as I
am, through boundlefs grace, thine own, ufe
me in thy [ervice for the good of others. And
by thy grace, I will rejoice and praile thee.
And the glory fhall be thine forever.

Thurfday, December 3.—THankfgiving day.—

I have been reviewing the particular difhcul-

ties I recorded laft year in the Fall, "which -

feemed then to lie before me: And now would
record, ‘with a heart glowing with gratitude,

that God has brought me cheesfully through’

them all.——Perhaps I never knew a year “of
fewer ftraits, or carking cares. 1s not God, a
God hearing prayer? Heis: I am fure he is.
Is he not a God of iohnite faithfulnefs, love,
tender compaffion, truth, kindnefs, benevolence,
and ablolute foverelgnty ? He is. Have I de-
ferved any of this kindnels at,_ his gracious and
holy hands ? No, I havenot. I am fure I

have not. He is {elf moved, and his kmdne&
does not depart from me. And in fpite of all
my foes, he'is [preading my table, and carry-

-ing on his own work in my fopl. Q, let my

foul triumph in my glarious Redeemer today,
for his redeeming love to me, and all his ; for
his covenant faithfulnefs, in all the dlfpcnfa-

tions

.
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tioms of his providence to me, and his church
our pationrand.land, and God's church in. Ger™
™any. ' -

Lord, fill the hearts of all thy children with
humble praife.this day ; and {mell a fweet favor
for Chrift's fake. And let us gather firength
‘today to. glorify thee all our days. O, let us-
begin the: work of heaven this day; and be:
made more like the.inhabitants there. g

Thurfday morning, December :31.—Now God
has - gracioufly brought me to the laft day of
the year. And bow great has been his mercy-
to me this: year I I am fill, through his grace, .
a living monument of bis mercy, and a witnefs
of his truth and faithfulnefs. He by his grace
enabled me in the beginning of this year to -
commit all my affairs into his wife and faithful -
hands. And he has, bleffed be his name, kept me
almoft throughout the year cheerfully leaving ..
my affairs withthim. 1 have lived fecurely on the
‘wifdom and care of my heavenly Father.- And
he has done al things well. He has fed me -
and mine to the full ; and comfortably cloth-
ed us too.- I have not known either pinch-
 ing wants, or-carking cares. I have been en-

abled to make fatisfallory payments to thofe
with- whom 1 have had dealings; and to do -
fomething -towards the fupport of- the gofpel, -
-and relief of the neceflitous : And in this God
bas given me the defires of my heart, Blefs -
the Lord, . O my foul; and forget not all -his.

benelfits.- , S
O my God, accept my thankigivings for -
Jefus'-fake: And for his fake alone freely %an_ ‘
2. on i
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don all my fins, whereby 1 bave abufed alk
thefe mercies. O fend not leannels into my
foul, I befeech thee; nor fuffer unbelief to a-
rife; and fufpe@ thee. Draw forth faith intor
exercife, Lord, and help me to believe now for
grace to walk uprightly, as well as for tempo-
rals. O, m:iy my firm truft and confidence be:
fixed on God the enfuing year; yea, all of it
if I may live to fee it. O God, let my will be
fwallowed up in thine all my remaining days.
Thou good and gracious God, thou kind bea-
efa@or, thou dear Savior, and thou blefled
comforter, let'the time palt fuffice that I bave:
grieved thee: Yea, more than {uffice; let it
break my very heart, that I have done fo.. Oh,
1 would bewail it before God, with deep hu.
mility and tears of contritio.. And now, O
Lord, fan@ify me throughout. Now conform:
me to thine image. Now let me be for thee,
and none other, all my r.maining days.

And may I, in the diligent ufe of all ap-
pointed means, in the path of univerfal obedis
ence to all thy dear commands, confidently re-
ly, wholly and alone, on my dear, dear Re-
deemer’s perfe& righteoulnels for all acceptr
ance with God.. O, .in this let me rejoice,
having no confidence in the fleth: In this let
me lift up my head. And do thou, my God,
fmile upon me; yea, delight in bafe, vile, un-
worthiy, ungrateful me. And I willtun the
ways of thy commandments, when thou fhalt
enlarge my heart; for I am thine foréver.

SARAH QSBORN..
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New Year's day.— Fanuary 1,.1762.

THE fieft duty I feem to be called to this
year, is refignation to the divine will; for the
pain and confufion of my head is fuch, that k
feem altogether unfit for aflive obedience.
Well, it is the Lord ; let himdo with me, what
feemeth him good. [ am fure I had better
fubmit, and take all well from his bands, than
to ftruggle. He flands in no need of me: And
when adtive obedience is moft pleafing to him,
ke will {pirit me to yield it. I would humbly
beg for myfell, this new year’s day, a flronge ¢
faith and a refigned will; that I may acquielce
in all the will of God, without exception in the
enfuing year. Methinks I have no choice of
circumftances to make, let them be what they

. will, merciful, or affli®ive; only that God will
- glorify himfelf in all, refign me to his will im
all. Lord, it is nota carelels infenfibility I am.
afking ; but real flrong faith.and a- childlike
~ fubmiflion, and rejoicing in the will of my
heawenly Father. Nor would I choofe even
this- (though the moft delightful, happy frame on
this fide beaven) merely from. felfith views; but
that God may be glorified hereby. 1 would
not afk it, if inconfiftent with the glory of God.
But O my God, will not this be for thy glory ?
Then for Chrift’s fake grant it, this new year’s
day. Give me this new year’s gift, that {hall
laft all the year,. if I live ; even a ftrong faith,
working by love, and influencing to aniverfal
obedience, and entire fubmiffion to all the wilk
of God, Let it be wbat it will, I would object

. . againlt



284 . MEMOIRS or [ 1762.

againft oothing at all, neither life, nor death,
ficknefs, or poverty, or reproach. 1 would have
no Rame, or any interefd, or comfort.this year, .
but what is meft for the glory of God. I
would, this day, give up myfelf, my whole in- -
terefl, my all, to be difpofed of as he pleafes.

Saturday morning, FJanuary. a.—Blefs the -
Lord, O my foul, and forget:not all his bene:-
fits! God gracioufly indulged our -endeavors, .
and favoréd our defigns of fetting apart yeltes-
-day for folemn fafting; and {pirited all that.
could attend to come.. Twenty of .the fociety. |
were togetber. God mercifully aflifted in:
prayer. We prayed together {even times..
Thanks be to God, we were not left:- to be:dull,
dry, confufed, and wandering.. No. God did:
pour out-a fpirit of humiliation, and a fpirit of
- fupplication, and helped our infirmities. And .
now, my glorious God, give us faith to look.
out for anfwers of peace for Jefus Chrift's fake -
alone, and not for any thing we ever havedone, .
or cando.. O, be with usthis year! Now, my.
God, accept my fincere defires to be devoted -
to thy fervice. Now, Lord,take a full and free -
pofleffion; and accept an entire-furrender of:
‘my whole felf, foul and body, to thee-this.year; .
for I am thine forever.

- 'SARAH-OSBORN. .

{
|

Wednefday morning;  Fanuary 13.—Thanks. .
be to God for his quickening influences yefter-
day. Afier T began to write, the blefled Spirit-
‘helped my infirmities, and taught me what to -
pray for.  And methinks this one petition, Let

.. . thy
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thy grace be fufficient, comprehends all I want
for mylelf—for my relatives—for my deare@
friends—for the dear Society—for my benefac-
tors—for my dear children in the family and
fchool—for thofe who refort hither for inftruc-
tion—for the poor and needy, the fick and dy- -
ing, the forrowful and bereaved, the prifoners
and captives, and thofe perfecuted for righteouf-
nefs fake—the poor deferted, afflited and
tempted foul. Lord, for all thefe, let thy grace
be fufficient 10 bear them up, and enable them
to glorify thee in their particular circumftances,
be they what they will. O - grant this requeft,
for Chrift’s fake, and do with me, and all who
can be called dear to me by the bonds of
friendfhip, gratitude, nature or grace, as feem-
eth good to thee. At prefent I have no other’
choice to make for any in all this world.

Now, having made this my {olemn choice,
may this be my earnelt plea to my dying day.
And may I never attempt to order or govern
‘the world ; or to object againft the allwife Dif-
pofer of all events; but acquielce in his dif-
penfations, be they what they will, to me, or to.
the world. Ah, Lord, let thy grace be fufh-
cient for me, and I will behave as becomes a
child of God; but otherwile I cannot. Lord,
thou knoweft 1 cannot, but fhall a&t in dire&
‘contrariety to thee, and inconfiftent with myg
own choice and furrenders. O, let thy grace be
Jufficient for me, ihat I may fland, that I may
be ftedfalt and immoveable, always abounding
in the work of thee Lord; that Lmay be eftab.
lithed, firengthened, fettled. L

"
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Let thy grace be fufficient for me, to fpeak to
thy glory ; to hold my peace to thy glory; to
pray to thy glory ; or put it upon others to thy
glory. Suffer neitber felfith pride to prompt
me, nor floth and want of love and zea! to hin-
der me. Lord, pity me. And whilft thoa
feeft me befet behind and before,and on every
fide, let thy grace be fufficient for me, and then
1 will be for thee, and none other, all the days
of my life; for I am thine forever. .

SARAH OSBORN.

Friday morning, Fanuary 15-—~My Lotd
and my God, I renew my. requelt, that thy
grace may be fufficient for me, to guard me
from every temptation. Let me neither be
fopped from dealing out my morlel to any, ar
I think God in his providence calls, or gives
.me leave to refrefh any of thine, any -of the
houlehold of faith. May I, with Job, ever be-
able to fay, «1 have not eat my morfel alone.”
Let thy grace be fufficient to guard me from
founding a trumpet before me. My God, flill
indulge me with the dear privilege of doing.
with my right hand, without letting my left
hand know. o

Wednefday morning, Fanuary 27.—It is with
peculiar pleafure 1 now refleft en the exercifes
of my foul in the beginning of the year 1760.
when almoft all my plea was, that God would:
choole all my changes. O, what have I gotby
referring my choice to God! How wifely bas.
he chole every thing for me! How worthy is
he to be trufted! And when, in the begjnnilleg(

F
-
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of laft year, be enabled me to give up all that
was dear to me, what advantage has he ta-
ken of my folemn furrenders ? . Verily, though
he has a right te all my comforts, to take them
all away juft when he pleafes, whether I refign
or not, yet he has fpared them all, and added
to the number; and given me the fweet of
_them, as he daily gives me ta fee all flowing
- from his bountiful hand ; that dear, that faithful
hand, that will give me nothing to hurt me;
from that infinite wifdom that knows infallibly
what is beft for me; from that love, truth and
faithfulnefs that has faid, All things fhall work
together for the good of thofe who love God,
of whom I truft I am one.
And now, my foul, in time of profperity re-

joice in God. Now let him bave all thy love,
~all thy warm affeftions. Set them not on the

creature comforts he has preferved and beftow-
ed. No, no! Now may God be all in all.
And fince he bas fo gracioufly an{fwered my

choice and refignation, and thus filled faith’s

mouth with bleflings; now, my foul, open thy
mouth wide, and cling to thy faithful God, that
his grace may be fufficient for thee, for the
. prefent day, and for every day, and for every

change God fhall fee beft for me; and for my .

great and lalt change. .

My foul, think not to build thy neft in the
lap of profperity. This is not thy reft. Sit
ot down fo content,as to make this thy home,
Blefs God for thele refrefhments in the inn;
‘but remember thou art a pilgrim and a ftranger.

Oh,

.,’:- .
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O, haften home. Sin and Satan are here
flill. Thou wilt not long be at reft, if they can
prevent it. _ -

Thanks be to God, there is a reft for his peo-
Ple, where they can never, mever come. Ab!
gladly would I leave all my enjoyments below,
to be freed from thefe.—But 1 relign.—Thy time
is the beft. My God, flill choofe all my chang-
es. Infinite wiz’dotﬁ cannot err. Only grace
fufficient for me during my abode here, Lord,
and it is enough. And thou wilt give grace as
well as glory. It is enough! Lord, I believe,
help thou my unbelief. I believe thou art a-
ble, blefled Jefus, to do this for me. And
fince thou hatt faid, My grace ¢s fufficient for
thee, I will humbly hope. Though I am per-
fe&t weaknefs, yet in thee I fhall wax ftronger
and ftronger. ' A

Wednefday morning, February 3. I have
been laid afide almoft ever fince the Sabbath,
with a great cold and pain in my head. But,
blefled be God, not diffatisfied. God has beén
with me in the night wat.cljs, in my waking
hours; and I have contentedly lain by, when
he would not have me work. And I will as
cheerfully get up and work and run, when he
fhall reftore bodily ftrength, and enlarge my
‘heart.

« Take my yoke upon you, faid Chrift, and
learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart; -
and ye fhall find reft to your fouls. For my
yoke is eafy, and my burden light—Ye fhall
have reft in ficknefs, as well as in health. My
yoke is ealy. I require no hard things of you.

' Nothing
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Nothing more than I will give ftrength of body,
and grace fufficient to perform, My bur-
den is light. 1 do not bind heavy burdens up-
on you. No; I bear your burdens, I feel
your griefs and infirmities. Only rely on me,
fibmit to my will, and all fhall be well. Wait
in a way of behcvmg patiently for me, and I
will return and help thee. I will firengthen
thee. 1 will uphold thee. Make no impatiem
complaints, as though I were cruel, and expeét
to reap where [ have not fown. Do not repre-
fent me, as expetling ten talents in return, if I
commit but two.. No; be diligent when able,
be fubmiffive when difabled, depending on me
alone for all affiftance and aceeptance; and my
* yoke fhall new{. gall thee, nor my burden prefs

thee down ou fhalt ever find me a kind
.malter in life to the end of it. My grace fhall
be fufficient for thee. Be thou faithful unte
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”
.Amen, Lord, Amen.

Thurf{day morning, Fcbruary 11.—Laft even-
ing 1 heard of the death of my Reverend un-
cle, Dottor John Guile. The Lord fanétify it
to my aged mother, and to me ; and enable
us to follow him, who, through faith and pa-
tience, is gone to inberit the promifes. Thanks

be to God, for his diftinguifhing grace to him;

and that thou didft make him fo rich a blefling
to thy church, and continue bim fo long a
-faithful laborer in thy vineyard. Thanks be to
God for the fuccefs thou didft grant him; for
feals of his miniftry; that thou didft not

er him to toil all the night, and catch noth-

A a ing.
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ung Or if he did, yet when'at thy 'cotmiand
he let down the gofpel nét again, he canght

many, both in Hercford and at Lehdon too.

Thanks be to God fot that patience-and re-
fignation to thy divine will, thou didft grawt to
thy fervant, under all the fidive difpenfations
of thy allwife providente; when thou didft take
-away the defire of his ¢yes with a fireke; und
when thou waft plealed to take:away the- light
of his eyes, that lie could no more behold the
light of this world, or obje@s of fenfe. That
then thou didft reﬁgn his will, eaufe hitn ¢Heer-
fully to acquiefce in it : That theh thou didh
ftrengthen the eye of faith to’behold invifibles,
to behold its “glorious obje@. Now faith its
{wallowed up in open’ vifion-and full fruition,as °
1 fuppole.

Hail, happy foul, all kail! 1 congratukite
thee on thy fafe arrival'to the blifsful regions.
0O, let me- by faith peep in ‘a litibe, “and view
thee now thou -haft -dropped thy- clng of “mar-
tality. Now thou beholdeft with open-facethe
glory of Jehovah in the dear,the lovely face
of Jefus Chrift, that God-Man-Mediator, who
died for thee, and fzid, Father, I will that thofe
-‘whom thou haflt given-me, be withtme to behold
my glory.—Ah, haft ‘thou drOpped the ‘whole
body of fin and death. AN hail again! "What !
Canft thou now worfhip in the moft humble, -
and yet exalted firains, without ‘the leaft de-
gree of taint of that @bominable thing which

5od’s foul hateth? What! Made: perfeﬂ in ho-
linefs ! No danger of one wrong principle ; no

: pride;
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pride; no felf to rife and rob God of his glo-
ry ? O happy, happy foul!

O, when fhall I arrive to this perfe@lion of
holinefs: Thou wilt not fear for me there. 1
fhall never damp thee more. My odious pride
fhall have no being there. Let me leap for joy,.
or thout as loud as I will the riches of dittin-
guifhing, free, rich, lovereign ™ grace, thou wilt
join me. I thall never unftring thy harp, nor
thoy mine. O thanks be to God, that I am re-
joicing in hope of coming to thee, to be with
thee, and to be with Chrift, which is far better.

O for grace to make hafte, and finith the
work God has given me to do. I would fulfil
as a diligent hireling my day. But, my God,
permit me to long for the fhadows of the even,-

~ing. O, tome to live, is Chrift; but to dies
unipeakahle gain. Let not the Lord:be angey,.
Indujge me a little here, whilg, through thy-
grace, my foul breaks for the longing it hath fox:
a freedom from fin, Oh monfler!-=And. the
full enjoyment of thyfelf. = Thow knoweft L am:
nat grogning under worldly cares,. Blefled, be
thy name, thou haft taken them 3way. -

And now, O my God, grant me firong pas
tiepce, and profound fubmiflion to the divine
will in all things; that: 1 may wait all the days
of my appointed time, till my great change
came., I blefs thee, that. my bounds are fet,
and I cannot pafs them. I‘fhall not ftay, when
my work is done. Lord, it.is enough! Thy
time is beft: Only grace fufficient for every
moment, and it is-enough.. 1.am forever thine.

e , Den
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Do with me, and all dear to me, as feemeth
good to thee, and all is well————

April 15. Ah, my Lord and my God,
though 1 mourn for fin lefs than I ought; yet,
blefled be thy name, there is fuch a rooted a-
verfion in my foul, to it, that the thought of my
being freed from condemnation, without the
hope. of being freed from the pollution of fin,
feems not to fatisfy me at all. Oh, were it pol-
fible I could carry the monfter to heaven with
me, it would abate my joy at the profpe&t of
_beaven itfelf. Tt would be no heaven to me,
if there I muft fi!l fin againft, and grieve my
Lord. But, thanks be to God, there 1 fhall be
free indeed. 'O, I blefs thee from my inmoft
foul for this profpeét of a freedom from fin.—— -
- April 18.—Lord, be with me this Sabbath.
Call off Satan, if it be thy holy will. Suffer
him not to fuggeft 'a thoufand trifles to my
foolifh heart. Nor things of a ferious nature
neither, which are foreign to the prefent duty.
Lord, whence is it, unlefs from him, that I am
fo much more befet to keep my heart fixed on
the bufinefs of the prefent moment,on thy day,
than on any other? Lord, preferve me. I
want to fay, My heart is fixed, O God, my
heart is fixed. Oh, let not Satan caft in rub-
bith, to fmother the fpark of love, as foon as it
begins to kindle. Oh, let not my foolith heart
ftart afide, like a deceitful bow, today. O
God, engage our hearts in prayer, in finging,
meditation, examination, in e¢jaculations in thy
houfe, and out of it. Lord, difcoveries of thy-
felf will do it effectually. This will foon aéti

’ tra
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tratt the hearts of thine. There is no one per-
feCtion of thy nature, if thou wilt unveil, and
fhow thyfelf, which will not engage the whole
heart in a moment.- It cannot fart afide un--
der difcoveries of thyfelf. If thou wilt fhow:
thy majelly and greainefs, the eye of faith will
&aze thera, till the foul and all things elle in its
view, will fhrink iato nothing, and it will lie in-
the duft and adore.. .

Sabbath morning, May 23.~-—Lord, how
long fhall Satan and my own heart confpire, on"
the Lord’s  day in particular, to break, confufe:
and difturb - my thoughts. Lord, appear for
‘m¢; and let Satan lofe his aim this time,I pray
thee. He is tryingto ftir up refentment, be-
caufe of another's: ingratitude. Now is the-
time, my foul, if I am a chriftian indeed, to do-
more than others; now to apply the rule my
glorious Savior has fet before me. 1 have fo-
lemnly declared, that I bave taken his word
for my rule. I am, then, to blefs them who
curfe me; do good to them who hate e ; and
pray for them who defpitefully ufe me, and per-

fecute me. My foul, my trials do not rife fo ~

high as this. All I am now called to, is to be
kind to the unthankful, that I may be the child
of my Father who is in heaven, who maketh
his fun to rife on the-evil and the good, and
fepdeth rain on the juft and on the unjuft. If
1'love them who love me, what reward have I?
Do not even the publicans the fame ? And IfI
falute my brethren anly, what do I more than

others? Do not even the publicans fo ?
a.a: A Lord
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Lotd, now, in my degree, let me be perfe
as my Father who is in heaven is perfe€, and
triumph over the ingratitude of any, and all.
Now let me cover thefe infirmities with the
mantle of love, and leap over them all, to do
good to the poor and needy, whether they will
think it any thing, or no. Thus may I be ac-
cepted of my God. He will not throw back
my mites as dung in my face, let who will. do
it. . Thus let me be avenged of Satan, ané my
own corrupt heart, and become their conquer-
or, through thy grace; and I will rejoice and.
praife thee.

And now, let me, in defiance of Satan, and’
my own vile heart, enjoy a Sabbath of reft to-
day. Rejoice over me to do me good this
day, my God. Let me fee the goings of God
" in his fantuary this day. AfLift thy minifters;
Lord, aflilt them, and fet home thy word-wiih
power, upon faints and finners. © for a- re-
frefhing fhower of thy Spirit this day -~

Suly 2.—Yelterday God permitted twenty
one of us to meet together, and to keep our
folemn faft. I was, before it came . on, and at
the beginning, all glvom and diicouragement :-
Yet God triumphed over my unbeliefy and
gave me kind accefs, and gracioufly affifted ev-.
“ery one. And now, Lord, for Chrift’s fake,
help us to believe that thou art, and that thou
art a rewarder of all thofe who diligently feck
thee. O, help us to look, and long, and wait;
for thou haft faid, thole who wait on the Lord
fhall renew their ftrength. O, for Ghrilt's{fake,
anlwer thole petitions put up in lis name for

heant
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Jheart holmefs, ﬁronger faith, thankfulnefs of
-heart, a refigned will in all things without re-
-ferve. O -hear in heaven thy dwelling place,
forgive and do; for we are thine. Lord, ftill
encourage our waiting upon thee. O, encourage
us.to hope in thy mercy. Thou halt never
faid to the feed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain.
Let us find, by kind and gracious an{wers, as-
well as in the prefent moment, it is good for us-
to draw near to God. O, let us with Hannah, .
have caule to rcjoice and fay,” For this humiliv,
- ty, this thankfulnefs of fouly for-this ftrong faith, .
this. love, this heart holinels and rifignation we
prayed, and the Lord heard us; nety This is the -
_child; but, This is-the grace. And now we wil
give back to the Lord; yea, we will give back .
ourfelves, and all God beflows, and - abide in.
the houfe of the Lord, and minifter .before him-
forever:.

Monday morning, Fuly 12.—I1" was engaged -
lalt week in reading and- thinking on Mr. Bel-
lamy’s Therony Paulinus, and ‘Afpafio. An ans.
fwer to Mr. Harvey’s Dialogues. And heart-
ily-do I:wifh that allawho are fetting their face -
towards Zion, could-and would, divefted of all
prejudice, for or:againft either of thefe authors, -
weigh Paulinue’ fireng, clear and beauntiful ar-
goments. O that -1 may ever love the glori-
ous .God for what-he is in himfelf, becaufe he
is a perfe@, glorious Being; juftand holy, as
well as merciful. O God, I befeech thee,
fhow. me thy glory. Let-me with open face
behold, as in a glafs, the glory of the Lord, till-}
be transformed into the fame image, O Goldg

' . ’ €t
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let me ever reachabove the publican’s ftandard.-
O, may 1 love thee for thyfelf, as well as what
thou art to me. Lord, infpire me with a gen-
erous love, I.befeech thee,. to thee, and thy.
righteous law, which is holy, jult, and goed,
though the whole human race had been con-
demned, and. ctesnally banithed from thy glo-
rious prefence for tranfgreffing it.  Shall that.
beautiful tranfcript of the divine image be ef-
teemed a tysant! Severe, hard and cruel, be- -
caufle it requires me to love the Lord my God-
with all my heart and foul and firengih and -
wind; and my neighbor as myfelf? O God,
forbid. Slay every degree of enmity that rifes-
up againft this righteous law, and calls-it cruel. .
Q may I ever lie in the dult for my continual
deviations from and violations of thy-holy law, .
and acknowledge I deferve eternal damnation -
for every breach of it: While I adore tue in--
finite wildom which has magnified the law and
made it honorable in the death of the Seon of
God; while I adore the grace which bas faid, .
There is no condemnation to them whp are in .
Chrift Jefus, who walk not after - the fleth, but
after the Spirit. O, may my evidences be ever-
clear. Let-me never build upon a.perfuafion
that Chrift, grace and pardon are mine, with-
out knowmg that 1 have received him, and do
reft upon him alone; am conformed to his im-
age, in the temper of my mind, and tenor of -
my life.  Amid#t all my dcﬁc1cnc1es, yet I do
love nghteoufnefs and bate iniquity: Yea, I
do declight in the law of God after the-inner -
man. 1 do efteem. it beautiful, holy, juft, and

good ; .
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good; yea, good for e. 1 do hate myfelf
for my nonconformity. I do loath, judge, and
condemn myfelf for this. O thanks be to God,
that I can, notwithftanding, be cleared in an
honorable way from the curfe of the law; that
God can be_juft, and yet the juftifier of ber
who believéd*in | efus. .

Tuefday morning, November g.—On Friday,
OBfober 15, I was taken with an ague fit, and
extremity of pain, and fo put to bed. For
fome days I thought it nothing different from
what I had been ufed to for many years, only
in degree; as ague fits, hot fevers, and fweats,
But at length 1 was convinced it was of a dif-
ferent kind. “This prefently gave a fpring 1o
my hope that this might prove my lall ficknefs.
That God was going, in mercy, to fet his weary
pilgrim free from the intolerable burden of fin,
and take me to himfelf, to behold his glory.
And as my diforders increafed, my hope arofe
to a ftrong perfuafion that I fhould die. And
O how did my eager foul prefs forward, and
bid death ten thoufand welcomes! My God,
my covenant, faithful God, ‘thone in upon his
own work in my foul; gave me clear ‘and fub-
flantial evidences of my union to Chrift by
faith.  All was calm within. I had enough to
do to admire the aftonithing goodnels of God
to me, inwardly and outwardly. Mercies flow-
ed in upon me from every quarter. All that
could be thought of that was fuitable for me
was fent me in plenty; fo that I had to fpare to
relieve other fick ones.-

Twelve
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Twelve days 1 kept my bad, except being

- jufk taken up to have it made. My dear friends
ware tender of me, and tended me night and day.

Perbapa not lefs. than fifty offered to watch

My dear Sufa tended me every day. The Lord

reward her, and all the reft of my dear friends!

And fince this ficknefs bas n8t been unto

- death, 1 befeech thee, Lord, for Jefus Chrift's
fake alone, let it be for the glory of God. And

as fure as Lagarus was raifed from the dead, fo

fure let me be raifed by the power of God to,

newnefs of life. O now let my faith be raifed

above the fears of fin and Satan and the world, - |

as it has been railed above the fears of death..
Now, Lord, help me to rely on the fame al-
mighty, faithful, covenant God, with whom I
could gladly have venwured through the dark:
valley of the thadow of death; and feared no,
evil, becaule thon waft withme, O now make
me ftrong in faith, giving glory.to God. Now
lgt me come up through this wildernels leaning
wpon my beloved ; depending on, bis love, his
care, his faithfulnefs,, his. allfufficient grace to,
uphald and keep me, and fuffer me neither to
flinch nor fear, thoygh I am perfe@ weaknefs ;,
but, in thy firength, let me be as a giant; gird
up my loins, and run with patience the race fet

before me. Now let me endure hardnefs as &

good foldier of Jefus Chrik ; and not, as a
timorous hare, fhrink. hack. O let vebement,
love- be as oil to the wheels; and lst my foul
be ever asthe chariots of Aminadab, {wiftly
. moving in the paths of univerfal obedience. O
sow glorify thyfelf in me. Dear Lord, where-

- fore.
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‘fore haft thou faid to-me, Live, if'ridt to thee.
'O ‘make me more humble than ever. Do-all
Yor ‘Chrifts fake, who has faid, *‘Bevaufe 1 live,
e Thall live alfo” - '
Sabbath morning, Decemder 30.—~0O Lord,
‘Yet integrity and uprightrefs .preferve me this
‘day. Lét'me'not aét the hypocrite ‘m Thowing
"a’concern to‘get to thy houfe, without a-‘real,
- theatty ‘defire to feek-tiree’there, “ant to wor-
Thip thee in fpitit-and in ttuth. 'O God, ‘an
‘hotior is dueto thy public worthip. ©O letmot
‘a carélellnefs and indifference feize me, under
'‘preténce of refignation to'thy’ will, 'O bleffed
~Savior, :take cate of fne, and make me jilt
" +what thou wodldét have 'me 'to ‘be. Lord,
‘thiou{eéRt how ‘'many'{nares await me-on every
fide. ‘O be'my perpetual guard, or 1 thall
- Yome ‘way or other difionor 'thee: Yea, -1 fhall
-do’ ¢very thingin contratiety-‘to thee. ‘O leta
fenfe ‘of thefe bitter Temsins of 'indwelling'Bn
%Reep me humble. Sulfer ‘not ‘Satan 'to teaze
‘me ‘perpewsally.  Lord, reftrain him, and'let
‘me Have the comfort of that fincerity thou haft
‘put in my heart. And 'let ‘me ‘be indeed re-
figned ‘to thee in all things, without referve.
‘IF it be 'thy holy will to recover 'my frength
-btfore I go hence, and beno more here; that
‘I'may go up and down in my family, and with
cheerfulnels put'my hand to help, when its ne-
ceffities call forit, without being overthrown by -
it; if it be thy pleafure to give me more vital
. ftrength, and to firengthen the organs of fight,
that 1 may attend to reading, meditation, and
other Tecret duties, -as well as the duties of my
<alling,
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calling, without being outdone ; and if it will
pleafe thee to reftore my hearing, and ftrengthen
me to walk to thy houfe as formerly; Lord, by
grace, I will blefs thee, and, by grace, improve
all thefe to thy glory. O let me not defpife
or fet fo light by {uch mercies s thefe, as to
negle&@ to afk with fubmiffion for them. O
God, preferve me from a prefumptuous covet-
_ing of {ymptoms of a diffelution. Let me not
provoke thee to lay thy hand heavy on me, and
then leave me to fee how I can fuftain fuch
diftrefling diforders, and linger along without
the light of thy countenance. Lord, this thou
mayeft jultly do, if I go to.choofing for my-
felf. And then, Oh! what fears, what doubts,
what difhonoring God may follow; even dill I
pals through the dark valley of the thadow of
death! O Lord, fuffer me not, by prefumption
or unbelief, 1o tempt thee to leave me to my-
felf. Nor let me from this moment have any
choice but to improve every moment of life to
thy glory; and leave all with thee as to time
and circumftances. Lord, I am forever thine.
Let me have no will but thine, no choice but
thine. O for a humble refignation of a érush !
This becomes a child of God at all times ; -and
nothing can come amifs to a refigned will. O,
this s right, it is fit, it is juft, it is beautiful!
Lord, for Chrift’s fake, grant it ‘

N | . Thurfday
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Thurfday evening, Fanuary 13, 1763.

O LORD, look down upon me in mer-
oy, and for Cheill’s fake freely pardon all
my fins. O let me not with Mofes provoke
thee by fpeéaking unadvifedly with mylips. O
make ‘me holy in heart, lip, and life: And fuf-
fer not Satan to-diftrefs and worry-me with his
lies; hor let me imitate him by accufing my-
felf fa¥fely. True, Lord, I do fall inconceiva-
bly fhort of perfe@ion in holinefs. But thou,
who kneweft all- things, doft know this is my
grief and burden. Could it be, I had rather
~ be perfettly holy, than to have all the world.
1 do hate fin; and myfelf for it. * I do hate the
remains (of hypocrify, as well as all my other
fins. I do not want to be deceived, nor to
deceive. O never let me have a name to
“live, and be dead. O that I conld- never de-
viate -from thy holy law any more. O when
fhall it once be, that 1 fhall be perfefly con-
formed to thy image and will! My heart isin
thy band ; The work is thine.- It is begun,
‘let Satan fay what ke will: O carry it on to
perfe€tion. - Sure thou wikt not -leave it unfin-
ithed. O when wilt thou make me perfe& !
1 am weary of finning againft thee, and yet
perfit. Oh when fhall death- fet me free!
‘When fhall I ceafe to difhonor thee, .and fee
thee dithonored by others! How long fhall my
‘heart be broken! How long thall Judas betray
with a kifs ' How often fhall I fee thee, blefled
Jefus, crucified afrefh and put to open fhame ?

Bb Wounded
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Wounded in the houfe of thy profeffed friends!
How long fhall my -fins be as cruel fpears, to
pierce thee to the heart!

Oh while I grieve for athers fins, let me ab-
hor my own: For they who have not known
thee cannot fin at fo high a rate, as 1 whe
have. For 1 have known thee, and known
- that thou camelt forth from God, and art the
very Chrift. Flefh and blood hath not reveal-
ed this to me; but thy heavenly Father. 1
have not picked this up from the experiences
of others. It is not from the faying of the
woman ; bat 1 bave heard thee myfelf, and
know thou art the Chrift, in whom I have be-

| _ dieved, and to whom I have committed my

precious foul. O let me never.go away;
never be confounded ; never be put to fhame.
O keep me ; hold me faft by thy almighty
power ; by thy word, by thy Spirit, and grace;
by the bonds of the everlafting covenant. Re-
member thou haft faid, They fhall not depart
from me. Amen, Amen. Then I fhall not
depart. Thy grace fhall be fufficient for me,
amidft all the thorns in the fleth, and meflen-
.gers of Satan. I am thine forever. . '
' SARAH OSBORN.

. Sabbath Day, - March 6.-——1 am thy poor,
.weary pilgrim, Lord, O if it may confift with
thy glory, give me a fpeedy releafe. Butl
would not afk iy, if inconfiftent with thy glory.
Oh no. I would not defire to enter into

heaven
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heaven itfelf, inconfiffent with thy glory,* any
more than I wbuld afk any enjoyment upon
carth, inconfiftent with it. Help me then, from
this moment, to leave all to thy confummate,
infinite wifdom, power, love, care, and faithful-
nefs, and have no will but thine. Here I am,
do with me what feemeth good unto thee, and
all is well; for I am thine in Chrilt Jefus, and
thou art mine, Amen. Hallelujah!
Sabbath, March 13. My glorious God,
raile me this day above the temptations and
trifling difficulties of time, which are but for a
moment. Thou haft faid, They who wait on
thee fhall renew their fitrength. QO let me this
.day mount up on the wings of faith to Pifgah’s
top, and take a view of my glorious, rifen, af-
cended Savior. He who was crucified for my
offences, and raifed again for my juflifica- -
tion. _
Thanks be to God! .Here my thoughts grew
00 big to get vent by writing, and were vcntgd
* Tawould not defire to enter into beavven itfelf, inconfifient 'wn);
thy glory. This 1s as firong an expreflion of difintercited affeQion,
fu{oriinlting every intereft, in time and cternity, without any condi- -
tion or referve, to the glory of God, as can be made. The fame dif~
pofition is exprefled by her in a number of paflages in her diary; ef-
pc_citl_l‘y under the date of April 24, 1767, She there has faid that
this difpofition to defire ond feek the glory of God, above every thing

elfe, commenced with her firft devotiug herlelf to God (which are, in-
deed one and th: fame thing) srd had been ever finee the firR and

. chief defire of her heart.

This ferves to thow, tharher great attention to her own'cafe and
-intereft, fp;itual and temporal; her cavneft defires of holinefs, and of
the favor and everlafting enjoyment of God, and rejoicing in his good-
nefsand fove to her, &c. fo frequently expreffed in her writings, were
not felfith esercifes ; but really proceeded from difinterefled love to
God, and placing her happinefs-in his being glorified : And therefore
defiring nothing, inconfiftent with that, or that mighs aet promote it,
thus. fubgrdinating evexy thing to the glory of Ged.

- §ce the note in page 29 l;% hez Life. -
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by tears.——1 truft-God’ has granted me.{ome
fweet communion with a ence crucified, but
now rifen and afcended Savior. My foul has
rejoiced in him, and that as my forerunaer, be
has entered there, at the Father's right hand.
He is my advocate there. He is gone to pre-
pare a place for me ; and will-come again,.and
receive e to himfelf, that where he is, there [
may. be alfo. O glarious hope! More glori-
ous enjoyment! Lord ripen me faft! And let
‘many fouls be railed-from: fin this day, this
Firft day, ow which thou didft arife. Say to
shoufaads, if it be'thy will, this day, ¢ Becaufe

I live, ye fhall live alfo.” O breathe into dead

fouls fpiritual life this day, and they fhall live.
Breathe on them, Lordy.and they fhall receive

the Holy Ghoft in all/his-quickening, renewing,

fandlifying influences.: Bleffed Spirit, do thow
apply the purchafed redemption this. day in all
the: worfhipping-affemblies of thy people. Be
with thy minifters. O tcach them what arrows
to choofe; and. do thou point them to the
bearts of all.

Wednefday morning, Marck 3o.—I awoke re-
frefhed in the -night with that part of the gra-
cious covenant betwixt God and his people.
- 1 will put my fear mto their hearts; and
they fhall not depart from me.”- Was enabled
to fay, Amen! To rejoice in it, and plead it
for my fecurity againft departing from God.

O thus put thy fear into my heart. I fly to -

thy fhall not, as a greater fecurity than ten thou-
fand thoufand of my refolves never to depart.
I am all weaknefs ; but if thou -fayelt -1 fhall

: “not,

(S
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not, I fhall not Qefo put thy fear into my
heart, and I fhall“not. O bleffed fecurity?
Cheer up, my poor foul I It is thé word of Je-
hovah which is gone forth for thy flay and fup-
port, under the ftrong propenfities of thy vile
nature to depart from God. O my rock, my
firong tower, my fun, my fhield, defend and
fave me. I am farever thine. Lord, fave me
from the worflt of evils, even a departing 'from
thee by fin, O fave me for Chrill’s fake, and
for thine honor’s fake.—— '
Tuefday morning, May 17.—My Lord and
my God, permit me for Chnft’s fake, to draw
near at this ime, and renew my requeft for a
fufficiency of grace to make me jull fuchanone.
as thou wouldelt have me to be. Make me dili-
gent and faithful in my calling, ¥ pray thee;
and in every thing glorifi»tby{cl by me. Me-
thinks, in the various difpenfations of provi-
dence, my repeated dreams of being funk in
water, in tempefls, earthquakes, thunder, &c.
realizjpgedudden death, being bowed to the.
wilk.of God,and then reftored, are interpreted :
¥or thus God frequently plunges me; and no’
fooner do things come to an extremity in prof-
pedty but God then appears, and fo refigns my’
will, that I can choofe nothing but what he
wills. ] choofe his honor and juftice fhould
be vindicated and glorified. 1 can then rely
on bis wifdom in choofing the beft time, and
doing all things well.—Then.the ftreams of his
mercy, flowing from his everlafling covenant,
love, truth, and faithfulnefs in Chrilt Jefus, are
doubly fweet, inﬁnli)tely more than I deferve ;.
, b and
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and all is well. And -ibhen God has brought
me to this temper of mind he fpeedily removes
the threatened ftroke. He ftrikes me not
blow in the way 1 expeQed:

This day two months ago, I feemed to be-
going forth without purfe or fcrip. Poverty
ftared me in the face, and I knew not which:
way to turn. But we have lacked nothing.
God  has fupplied. all our wants in unexpe&ed’
ways. And I do not know that we are more:
reduced now,. than we were then. ‘© that I
could ever rely on infinite wifdom and good--
nefs !, O that I could-always ftay till God gives:
the ﬁmfhlng firoke to any affair, before I pre-
tend to draw up any conclufions ; for. I know-
not now, what hte is about to do; but F fhall
know hereafter. Let it fuffice that he does alb
things well. Infinite wifdom cannot err. Love,,
truth, and faithfulnefs will never leave nor; fo&-
fake me. Amen.

Sabbath eveningy Fune re. —-Blc{qu be- God‘
for permitting me to wait on thee 1h'thy{ﬁ§“fc—

“and at thy table; and that thou:didft ef}aii#
my whole {oul, O now let: my ftrengtir be re-
newed. Now help me to- get up and run, and’
prefs forward in the paths of faith and holinefs ;:
fince there 1 bemoaned my unkindnefs to my
everlafting friead; there } bewailed my pride,,
my bypocrify and my unbelief; that I had cra-
cified my Lord; there I pleaded that fin might
die; that I mlght there derive flrength from:
Chrift to overcome fin; Satan, -and the world..
There I folemnly renewed my choice of God*
the Father, Som, and' Holy Ghoﬁ for my Gody.

my
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my portion in time and eternity. There I a-
gain chofe the word of ‘God for my oaly rule;.
and cried for ftrength to obey, that [ might.
henceforth evidence my love by univerfal o-
bedience. "~ - ‘ : : -
The perfeftions of Jehovah, the perfe&ion.
of the divine law, once more appeared lovely,.
1 could once more cry, See ye him whom my
foul loveth-? Fell him, I am fick of fove. Blefl~
ed be God, that [ have once more felt love to.
the-brethren : Once more known, in a degree, -
what communion with faints meaneth: And-
now, my Lord and my God, fulfil the defires
of--thy own unworthy child, which thou didit:
eXEntht ehy table, while ] was at thy feet with,
peniténtiali tears; yea, with Peter, wept bitterly-
for my unkindnefs to theé, while I refted my
weary head on thy. dear, delightful breaft : For-
" thou:didft, O altpnithing grace! Thou- didit
once more take me near, and hold out the-
golden fceptre. O fulfil the: defires. of thofe-
who fear thee:- Now let me go-on.my way. re-
joicing. Low let'my countenance, with Han- .
nah’s, be- no more fad. - Now ket me again-fing-
réfloring grace; and adore thee for what thou
art in thyfelf; and for -what- thou art-10 me. O-
now let me know, and do thou make Satan
know, I have an-almighty friend, who will not -
leave me: in his Hand, nor fuffer me to be led ¢
captive by him at his will. O may all his evil .
inffuuations, blafphemies and flanders, whereby-
he has reproached the living God, and vexed:
my: weary foul, from day.to day, light. on his-
own heady for his malice ‘againft thee,, wbile L' -
s - efcape
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efcape as a bu-d ouwt of the hand ‘of the fowler.
O thou faithful God, make a way for my ef-
cape, that I may perform my vouws, and run
the way of thy commandments with delight.
For 1 am a dedicated thing. Now ufe me,
Lord, for thyfelf; and glorify thyfelf in me. .

Sabbaih cuening, Qfober s.—Yelerday God
permitted a number of his bandmaids to meet
here, and unite in prayer. [t was our folemn
falt dey; and, blefled be God, he is fill en-
couraging us to feek him; did gracioufly aflit
us: And has this day, beyond all expe&ation,
fuddenly and remarkably Rrengthened me to
go up to his houfe; and permiwed me to fiy,
downo at his table.—And now the vaows of .Gad
are upon me; now, Lord God AlRighty, cna-
ble me to wait upon thee ; and let all my ex-
peftations be from thee.

Thurfdag, Otlober 27.—T lalt Thurfday in -
the month is come. And now will God gra-
cioufly bringz his handmaids here this afternoon,
and meet with us, and excite in us vehement
longings and flrong cries for thy boly Spirit.
O let us fo alk, thas we may receive for our- -
felves and othefs Give the holy Spirit to.
thofe who afk him this-day. This comprehends
all other bleflings. ©O come, blefled Spirit;
come, and make thy abode with us, and it is e-
nough: We fhall be holy then, Then we
ihall pray and praife; we fhall run and ftrive;
we fhall fubmit and leve; we fhall believe and
rejoice, acquiefce and adore. Thy will fhall
be our will; thy caufle and intereft, ours: And ’

we fhall grow firong in all the grace there is in
: Chrify
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Chrift Jefus. Blefled Spirit, O come, Itis
by thy help alone, we can alk. O come. this
day, and make interceflion within us, with
_groanings which cannot be uttered, O came,
and revive our dear fogcicty. Lord, come in
the midft today, and revive our drooping fouls.
O let us find 1t is good for usto be here, and
let us receive lafting. banefits, even the abode.
of the blefled Spirit with us. ©O come as on
the day of Peniecoft; and fill this room with
shy glory, and our hearts with thy praife.

S

Wednefday morning, March 215 1764.
LORD, what a barren figtree-am I become!
Suse thou comel. keeking fruit, and findeft
noge: And fhouldeR thou give the. command:
ing.word, ¢ Cut it down, why cumbereth. it the
ground?’ my-.dying breath thall, by grace, pro-
nource thee jult: For thou baft waited year
after year; but flill no good fruit to be found
on me! If any is materially fo, thou knoweft
it is all fo corrupted by fin, 1t is.not worthy the

mame of fruit; aot worthy the notice of a holy, -

holy, Lord God. Iam afhamed of all that ever I
Aid. Lbate my carrupted, rottep trafh. It is fouy,
atis bitter, it isfilthy. I dare not prefentit, I dare
not plead it, that I have brought forthfu¢k fruig,
however fair to the eye of man, fince thon

knoweft all is tainted by fio.  Lord, will thy "

iofinite patience and long fuffering yet be

lengthened,out. Wilt:thou yet caufe thy fer- -

vants ta dig about the tree; and wilt thou bles
' divine



310 . MEMORS or [1764.

~ divine cultivations? If not; if it be thy will
rather cut it down, than curfe it. O fay not,
“ Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for-
ever.” Lord, I deprecate ftanding a withered
monument of thy indignation!

For Chrift’s fake, and for thy honor’s fake,
caufe me to bring forth the peaceable fruits of
righteoufpefs ; or let me die, and my name
perith, and be forgotten among men. Why
fhould I live to be a reproach, to thy name and
‘'ways; or live to deceive the world? God for
bid! O Gad, haft thou not long ago made this
tree good by regeneration ? - How then comes
fo much bad fruit to grow-on it? Is not this
branch grafted into the true vine? Sure it is
not to this day growing on its old flock. O
then, purge it, that it may bring forth more
fruit. O may the fap and nourifhment derived
from Chrift, caufe it yet to bring forth full ripe
clufters. I fly to the gencral, gracious prom-
ife, that every branch in Chrift fhall be purged,
and fhall bring forth more fruit. Yea, thou
hatt faid, They fhall bring forth fruit even to
old age, for the manifeftation of thy faithfulnefs,
to fhow that the Lord is upright. I have
boafted of this word; yea, triumphed, that thus
it fhould be, becaufe thou art my rock, and
there is no unrighteoufnefs in thee. Lord, let
me never be alhamed of my hope ; but take a-
way my corruption ; turn away from my fin
and behold it not. Let the fin be condemned,.
and the finner efcape, by the blood and right-
coufnefs of Jefus.Chrift, whofe righteoufnefs.

alone I plead.
Tucfdey
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. Tuefday morning, March 27.—Lord, in mer-
cy firengthen my refolutions, as to felf ex-
amination, ‘and the putting every negle@ed duty
into praftice. Aflit me, Lord, in communing
on my bed, and offering up my morning facri-
fice. This I endeavor to do; but O engage
my heart more when I approach thee. O God,
take away formality and hypocrily, and make
me all devotion; and hear and anfwer, for
Chrift’s fake. _

Lord, firengthen my memory to retain thy
word, read or preached. 1 have taken it for
my rule, let me never f{werve from thy pre-
cepts. Let no command of thine be grievous.
Set home thy threatenings and promifes with
power. O humble and encourage my poor
foul, under all the damps from Satan and unbe-

" Hef. Pardon and cleanfe my foul by the blood
of Jefus, and make Satan yet to know I have an
almighty friend. O make me more than ever
to walk within my houfe with a perfeft heart.
Thanks be to God for any afliftance that way.
—Thanks be to God for any affiftance in ,felf
denial. O God, for Chrift's fake, go on to
firengthen me more and more to this duty, till
I have no felf, and no will but thine.

Thanks be to God, that I do take care of
my company. I have no intimates, but fuch as
fear thee. - O join us, when we are together,
and when apart. Be our conftant gueft, till

. we get to the full enjoyment of thyfelf in glory.
Lord, I bemoan that I am fo far from being
perfe& in relative duties. Forgive, O forgive
my fhort comings; and accept of praifes for

) ' afliftance
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allitance in that way: For I do aim at dif-
charging thefe duties. "Accept my endeavors,
for Chrift’s fake.

Ah, my God, kere I find caufe of bitter la- -
micntation, that my heart is no more afcending
up to thee by ejaculation! My affeftions no
more fet on Jefus Chrift, and things above,
where Chrift ftteth, at the Father'’s right-hand
O bleffed Jefus, if ¥ be rifen with thee, -O
then raife my cold affe@ions, and - fet thenr on
thyfelf. Thou haft bid me do it; ‘but ‘the
‘work muft be all thy own. - O breathe love
into my foul day by day ; yea every moment,
that I may be able to fay, and appeal to thy
omnifcience too, Lord thou knoweit all things,
thou knoweft I love thee. Ah, Lord! thou
mayeft well put this queftion thrice, Loveft
thou me? Since I bave been fo cold towards
thee. - O forgive, according to the riches of
thy boundlefs mercy and fovereign grace, for- |
give mine iniquities ;* for they are very great.

And now thow mé¢ clearly, {.ord, from’day
to day, what thou wilt' have mé to do, for the
bonor dnd glory of thy name. Lord, thoiigh
thou nc‘e‘dcﬁ me not, yet lét mé be fruitful in
every .good word dnd work ; keeping my heart
with all diligence, hhting vain thoughts, and
loving thy law. Opreferve me from the work.
ings of pride and paffion. O God, humble me |
for thefe. Grant mé'the fhield of -faith, that
refifting the devil, he may flée froin me.

O help me to- watch and guard ‘my tongue.
May I avoid all evil fpeaking, and glorify God
with my tongue.every day, and hour i d;lu:

yi
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day; endeavoring to be profitable to all com-
pames, into which God fhall bring me.
. Lard, re&ify the diforders of my appetite,
and my views in refrefhing my body. I be-
moan before God, that I fo often eat and drink
with no higher view than merely to refreth my
body. Lord, recover me by thy grace from
thefe contraBled felfifh views; and let me only
aim thankfully to refrefh a fervant of Jefus
Chrift, that God may be glorified thereby, O
cure my ingratitude, refpefling my food and
{leep ; and now go with me into my calling.
March 29.—O let.divine love once more
take place.in my {oul, Lord God Almighty. O
breathe love into my heart, thou Dove of heav-
en, that 1 may love the Lord my God with all
. my beart, with all my foul, ftrength and mind.
And teach me how in all refpc&s to love my
neighbor as myfélf. 1 bemoan before God my
want of love. ., O for conformity to this per-
fe&ion of the dxvme nature ! Lord, I am guilty
of want of love to thee, and thine; fo guilty, T
,dare notlift up my head. O preferve me from
defraudmg in any wile. Keep me clofe to the
rules of ftri& jultice. Let me never fwerve
from truth, T any dealings with others. O
God, prefcrvc me, that hypocrify may never be
found in my.heart.
 March 31.—Lord, T would with forrow be-
moap all my: {hort comings. and imperfe&ions,
~ refpe@ing thofe to whom thou bhaft called me
10 a&t a mother’s part:  Blefled "be thy name,
thou haft put fome bowels of compaffion in me,
and haﬁ enabled me, accordmg to, yea, beyond
Cc my
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my ability, to relieve them ; yet, thou knoweft
how even all I bave done in this is tainted with
faintings, with pride at one time, and unbelief
at others—Murmuring at fecond capfes—An-
gry refentments— Want of cheerfulnefs and de-
light, at times: Though, bleffed be thy name,

not always defltitute of all that. But all thefe

mixtures of fin render even thefe duties mat-

ter of fhame and blufhing. Thefe deeds of.

charity, I dare not plead as good works. No;

‘thefe, even thefe, though they may be fpecious
in the eyes of man, need wathing and cleanfing
in the blood of Jefus. I fly'to it, O Lord, for
pardon and cleanfing. I fly to the righteoul-
nefs of Chrift. I fly from thefe defiled rags, in
point of jultification, as from a ferpent. 1 will
have nothing to do with them. But O for
Chrift’s fake take away thefe pollutions. Make
me more holy and upright. '

Am I a redeemer of precious time ?—As to
the redemption of time, blefled be God, con-
fcience in fome degree acquits. - Every part
feems to be fome way filled up with duty. And
one duty feems to crowd fo faflt upomr another,
that it is hardly poffible to prevent one inter-
fering with ancther. And yet, even here again
I amr a guilty creature. In the evening, worn
out with exercifes, it is but little 1 redeem  for
fecret prayer and examination ; fo little, that it
is even trifling {ometimes. Lord, help me in
thisregard. Thou knoweft my firaits, and in-
firmities of body, as well as barrennefs of foul,
which fo unfit me for thefe duties. Lord, thou
Teeft that except thou dolt appear for my help,

, « ’ and



1764.] Mnrs. SARAH OSBORN. 315

and quicken me; how utterly incapable I am to
perform them. 1 dare not quarrel, as formerly,
with that time devouring fleep, fince by this my
poor, crazy body, is in any meafure fitted for
duty. Blefled be God for fo much quiet reft
in fleep. May I fleep to the glory of God. 1
think 1 allow myfelf no mere than that for
which neceffity calls. Buat O help me 10 fill
up every moment, when awake, with duty.
" Thou art preferving me from needlefs vifits.
Lord, preferve me from idle difcourfe alfo with
vifitants,  Lord, help us to improve thofe
moments to thy glory, or what bufinefs bave
we to be together ? Or why is the. company of
each other defired ? Lord, help us who call
eurfelves chriftians' to detelt the very thought
of vifjting without a view 10 the glory of - God,
and the good of each other’s fouls.  l,o0rd, re-
vive chriflian conference, and let our {ouls be
revived by holy converfation. ' Q biefled je-
fus, join us, and then our hearts will - bura.

Meet thy dear handmaids, this day, ' Lord. .

Meet and blefs them. Help them to keep fuch

‘a falt as God requires. O firengthen them to .

‘pray, and do thou hear and anfwer thejr re-
quelts, for Chrilt’s fake. -

Tuefday morning, April 3. What - is my
end in prallifing the duiies of religion? O
‘Lord, thou knowelt. I am fo dark now that 1
cannot tell,  As to fears of hell, thou knoweflt
¥ am almott if not wholly without them, whether
from faith or ftupidity, I cannot tell: But it is
certain 1 am not aftuated by flavifh fears of
hell. . Butl bemean it before God, that a legal

' {pirit




316 MEMOIRS or - [1764.
fpirit is fo interwoven with every thing 1 do,
fo that I a& rather from fears than delight.
And yet, if I do not delight in thefe exercifes
of religion, I am f{ure I'have no delight at all.
Sure here is the greatelt fatisfattion 1 do take.
And, upon the whole, my fowl, What are my
fears, when 1 omit or carelefsly perform duties?
Anfwer. They are fears: of provoking God
to withdraw yet iore from my fou!; fears of
Lis leaving me to hardnels of heart, blindnefs of
mind, barrennefs of {oul; and to fall fo far as
to wound his glorious, precious name. Sure
it' is precious 1o me, let Satan fay what he will,
or why thefe féars? - -~ L

But why do I not rejoice in going to God’s
houfe,’and to his table, as I ufed 10 do, efieem-
ing it and other ddties the choiceft privileges
of my life? Anfwer. Becaule I do not meet with
God inthem. Could 1 find him whom my foul
loveth, I thould foonrunh to draw water-outof thefe
wells of - falvation. O God; never fuffer me to
flight the means, for they are ‘precious means ap-
pointed by Chrift himfelf. ‘Help me then, in the
~ diligent ufe of all, to follow on till I do find
my Lord again, to my unfpeakable joy and con-
folation. Blefled Lord, thou haft fad, I will not
leave you comfortlefs, 1 will come to you. O
come, leap over the mountaias of my fins, and
tome away, and my heart fhall rejoice, even
mine : And I fhall pra&tife examination and ev-
ery other duty, with zcal and fervor, not with
mercenary, felith views. Oanly unveil thy
beauties, my Lord and my God, I fhall receive
and reft upon thee alone for falvation, as thou
* art
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art offered in the gofpel. 1 fhall more and
more renounce, not.only in words, and my
judgment; but from my inmoft foul, all my
own filthy rags, and reft upon, delight in, and
plead thy precious, perfe&t, fpotiels righteoul-
nefs: Yes, 1 {hall again rejoice to be nothing,
that Chrift may be all. O, come, my Lord,
and I fhall again adore ele@ing love, free, dif-

- tinguifhing grace and mercy. This fullen, un-
grateful pride fhall fubfide; thele murmurings
im my tent; this unbelief; this atheifm; this
hypocrify ; this formality ; this lukewarm frame.”
O come, 2nd my whole foul fhall be engaged

- for God, and the honor of thy name. O come
and make thy abode with me.

Wednefday, April 4.—How do I behave now,
with refpeét to death and judgment? Alas, ina
ftupid manner! It is but feldom I can bring it
near, as in times palt. Death and ecternity
feemed always almoft, at the door. Now death

-feems to fly from me: And being weary
of toiling, of temptation, finning and {orrowing,

I caft, as it were, a languifhing look after it;

but-defpond, expe&ling yet long and wearilome

days and years. As to fears of death, bleffed

be God, 1 am not terrified with them. I,

fomehow, look on the day of death, as the day

of Jubilee. But I cannot ftretch into eternity,

as heretofore. A negative happinels, a not fin-

ning, not confli@ing, &c. is all I can attain to.

1 cannot reach to a Pifgah’s view of the full en-

joyment of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. I
cannot conceive any thing about either the en.

joyments, or employments of the inhabitants a-
' cc : bovg.
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bove. The eye of faithis fo dim, it cannot
pierce within the veil. I cannot converfe with
glorified faints and angcls, as once I could. I
cannot fall proftrate at the feet of Jehowah,
cat down my crown, and adore free, diftin-
guithing grace; I cannot gaze on the perfec-
tions of a holy, holy, Lord God, as once I
could ; nor conceive how I ever fhall. 1 have
not a lively fenfe how it will be far better to
depart, and be with Chrifft. I cannot get near
. bim ; a veil covers his lovely face ; and there-
fore my foul is not enamored with his beauty,
as once it was. O, if he could gracioufly draw
afide the veil, before 1 was aware, my foul
would be like the chariots of Aminadab. One
glimp{e of my Lord and my God, and it is
doane in a moment, :

April 5. —Am I prepared for death and
judgment? A great queftion this! My foul,
do not trifle in anfwering. There wil| be no
trifling before the judgment feat. Art thou
ready to appear there, and give an-account of
all the deeds done in the body ? Of all the idle
words that 1 have fpoken, and of all the vain,
vile, unbelieving, proud, hypocritical, murmur-
ing, atheiflical thoughts, which have lodged in
my heari ? My foul, art thou ready? Nay; but
art thou this moment ready ? Say, Wilt thou go.
to the judgment feat, and there be tried by
impartial juftice? I know thou wilt. Bat art
thou willing, cheerfully willing to go? Art thouw
ready ? Say, 'art thou ready? Is the glorious
judge thy friend, or is he not? If not; remem- °
ber thou muft anfwer for all thy fins, in thy

' own
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own perfon. Oh I cannot do that; for then I
am fure I muft roar in hell forever ! No other
fentence awaits me, but, Depart, ye accurfed,
into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and
bis angels! I am fure then I mult be bound
band and foot, and caft into outer darknefs,
where fhall be weeping, wailing, and gnathing
of teeth : For I am an unprofitable fervant.
All my rags molt fall off, and I fhall be both
naked and fpeechlefs before the judgment feat;
a forlorn, odious f{pe&acle to men and angels,
Well, how knoweft thou this will not be the

cafe ? .

Friday morning, April 6. My foul, to
the work of examination again. How knoweft -
thou, that thou fhalt not ftand at the left hand.
of Chrift, at the great day? Where is the foun-
dation of thy hope of lifting up thy head with
joys befoie the bar of God? How wilt thow
-look bim in the face, whom thou haft fo much
abufed ? Since in every thing I have offended,
and in all come fhort of the glory of God;
jultice muft and will be fatisfied. Now thou.
canft trifle with juftice, as well as every other
attribute, as though God was altogether fuch as
thyfelf. But how wilt thou do then?

Saturday, April 7. My foul, be ferious.
‘What is the foundation of thy confidence, now
fo many of the evidences of grage are loft, or
dim ; fo much pollution, yet tainting every
-thing I do? ' :

Anfwer. This is all that emboldens me to
look up.—Sure God has enabled me to fly out
of felf, into the ark Chrift Jefus, When I fa[:w

the
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the flood of divine vengeance ready to drown
my foul in eternal perdition: When 1. found
no reft for the fole of my foot, I flew to Jefus,
and he put forth his hand and took me in;
took me into union with himfelf ; became m
- furety ; appeafed the wrath of an angry Goj.'
The flood abated, and he frowned no longer;
but fpake peace and pardon ; entered into cov-
enant with me, and .1 became his own. And
now, though he make not my houfe to grow;
yet, 1 know he has made with me an everlaft-
ing covenant, ordered in all things and fure.
And in this is all my hope and confidence ; for
-in that day God did clothe his returning prodi-
gal with the beft robe; even the white and
beautiful robe of the righteoufnefs of Chrift.
And though, in myfeif, I am all deformity, all
loathfome, more {o than the moft offenfive car-
rion; yet in that I am lovely, beautiful and
complete. Yes, in Chrit T am.complete. I
have the word of God for it, that I am fo. In
that, 1 can face death in.all its terrors, and lift
up my head even at the judgment {eat.—Blefl-
ed be God, that he has accepted a vicarious fat-
isfaftion. O bleffed be God, for that perfe@
righteoulnefs, wrought out by Chrit, and im-
puted to me, being received by faith alone!
Thuyfday morning, Fume 7.—Lord, overrule
for thy own glory, both as to fervants and chil-
dren.* Let me not take one ftep, but what
fhall indeed be for thy glory, and their good.

Incline

~® This has reference to the propofat and defire of Rlacks and white
children meeting at her houfe, foi religious exercifes and inftruétion ;
of which fome account has beci civea 1n the hiftory of her life. Here
fhe records fome of her own - . ica vefpeéting it .

O
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Incline-ftll farther, or difincline, open a door,
or fhut it, as to the means, as thou {eeft beft.
‘As to the heart, it is thoa who openeft, and
no man can fhut it Lord, fuffer not Satan to
fhut it by his infinuations, that I am about to
train up a company of pharifaical hypocrites,
like myfelf. O make the path of duty plain
becaufe of my ehemies. Let me not take one
wrong flep.” O guide me by thine unerring
‘Spirit, and enable me to devote all the frength
thou wilt give me- to thy fervice; come forth
-and thow myfelf on the Lord’s fide ; neither a-
fraid-of man, nor athamed to own Chrilt and
his “ways, before the world. O ‘Ged, be with
me. * ] know I am unworthy to be employed
for thee ; unworthy to be owned and blefled.
And if thou decaleft with me according to my
deferts, thou wilt fling back all my endeavors,
‘as dung io ‘my face, with a Wiho hath required
‘thefe thimgs at thy hands # ButI afk not accept-
-ance ‘or fuccels, in my own name, or for my
‘own-fake ; but for thy glory, and for Chrift’s
Hake 'revive 'thy work here. Rhodeilland fin-
‘ners are-capable of falvation.

Lord's day morning, fune 10.~—Integrity and
-uprighthefs, faith, -love, zeal and humility, O
God, for Chrit’s fake, beltow on'me. And if
‘thou wilt net permit:me to build the¢ean houfe,
-or to build up-thy edufe, as 1 had thought; I .
~pray thee firengthen and fpirit me to the work,
to which 4hou doR call me. Make me faith-
“ful s + O-Gedy make -me faithful. . And, if thou
~wilt, profjet me . any way; énd enable me to
Lgive thee:the glory tov, “1 - will blels thee from
SRR the
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the inmoft foul. O, if thou wilt but ftrip me
of pride, and enable me to renounce hateful
felt, and fet the crown on thy glorious head ;
then 1 will rejoice indeed. O Lord, grant me
humility, and never fuffer me cither to be
flack in the Lord’s work, or to run before I am
fent.

Thurfday morning, Iy 19.—What a very
fool I ap! 1 can tell fervants, they are free
from cares, becaufe it is their maflers part to
provide, and theirs only to do their daty.
Aad is not this the very cafe with me? Am I
not a fervant to a better mafter than any earth-
ly one? A child to a better Father than the
world affords, let them be as indulgent as they
will ? And yet I am caring and fearing. Poor,
flly mortal !' Lord, forgive, and give me more
grace, for Chrift's fake,

December g.—God is dealing very, gracioul-
ly® with me, with refpe& to temporals. We
have an ample fupply from.day to day ; aprof-
pect of clofing the year, with rejoicing in the
goodnefs of God. . With God all things are
not only poffible, but infinitely ealy. His grace

is fufhcientfor me, to make me take deep root -

downward in humility, and .grow upward, to
the honor and glory of his great name. He
.can yet glorify himfelf .in me. He can yet
. clothe me with humility, that dear, that beauti-
ful garment, which of all others, belt becomes
a chriftian. Lord, I find I am laid in the bal-
ance, and found wanting every where. I have
.not yet attained in one poiat. I thank thee,
lLord, that thou haft. one, only biegouen and
dearly

LA am
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dearly beloved Son, in whom thou art ever
well pleafed. -I thank thee that he is my furg-
ty. I thank thee that thou haft accepug of a
© vicarious fatisfa€lion. . O thanks be to God for
an imputed righteoufnefs, and that in it I may
yet hft up my head and hope for pardon and
acceptance with God. - O thou holy God,
make me holy too; in my meafure, perfeft, as
God is perfet. God, be merciful to mea
finner! Turn thou me, and 1 fhall be turned ;
for thou art the Lord my God, though I am
ho more worthy to be called thine.

December 21.—Lord, make me in every re-
fpe@ as a little child, in thy lovely eye, and
todeft before men. And teach me to fhowall
dué refpeét to thofe who are without, as well
as to thy faints. And O, may my affeQions to
§efus Chrift, be as Mary’s precious ointment
poured out on  his glorious head, which filled
the whole houfe with its fweet odour. O when
fhall I be humble in deed and in truth! O
may my affe@ions ever flow from a truly brok-
en heart,as out of Mary’s alabafter broken box.
And may penitential tears wath my dear Re-
deemer’s feet; and love divine, love to his holy-
perlon, and becaufe much is forgiven me, con-
ftrain me to univerfal obedience. O for this
beft, this clearelt evidence of the fincerity of
my love.” ¢ If ye love me, keep my com-
mandmeants.” O Lord, help. For thine hon-
or's fake, Lelp me to overcome all that ob-
ftrufls, let it be from within, or without. O
deliver me from fin and Satan, and the world ;
ind make me every thing thou wouldeft’ have

T ¥ me
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me to be. And let- me be.-accepted in the.be-
loyed alone.. Yes, for bis fake nlone,

Lord’s Day, December  28.—O my precious
Chrift, make me as a little child, every way
thou wouldeft have me to be fo. O make my
heart tender, as one who is new born. . O may
1 be:eafily bowed in {piritual things. May I
be filled with fympathy, when I fee others in
diftrefs; weep with thofe who weep.—And
may I ever be eafily won with: kindnefs, O
make and keep my heart always tender, with
regard to the evil of fin; apt to be alarmed at
the appearance of moral evil. O prelerve me
from [elf confidence in engaging. {piritual ene~
mies. But as a little child flies to its parents
for help, .fo may I fly to Chrift.—Make me as
a little child, afraid in the dark, and when far
from home; fo make me fenfible of fpiritual.
dangers, jealous of mylelf, full of fear, when I
cannot {ee my way plain before me; afraid to
be left alone, to be at a diftance from God.
(Proverbs xxviii. 14.) As a litde cbild is afraid
of {uperiofs,, apt to dread their anger, to trem-
ble at their frowns, and threatenings, fo let me
with relpett to God. As a liule child ap-
proaches bis fuperiors with awe, fo may I ever
approach to God with holy awe and reverence.
O God, for Chrift’s fake, preferve me from a
preflumptuous boldnels. Let thine excellency
make me afraid, and thy dread fall upon me.
Let no pretence to childlike freedom and bold-
nels prompt me, a poor, finful worm of the
duft, to approach God with lefs fear and rever-
ence than the {potlefs and glorious angels do in

’ heaven,
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heaven, who cover their faces before thy
throne: Nor with lefs reverence than Elijah,
that great prophet, who had fo much holy far
miliarity with God. At a time of fpecial pear-
pels, even when he converfed with him in the
mount, he wrapped his face in a manile. May
I ever, with the publican, fee my own vilenafs,
fmite upon my brealt and cry, God be mesgi-
ful to me a finner! Sarely it becomes me, fo
finful a creature as I am, to approagh a hely
God (although with faith, and without terror)
yet with contrition and penitent fhame and con-
fulion of face. O .God, deliver me from fuch
a-temper as is defcribed below. For I.do be-
lieve, as Mr. Edwards fays, * That nothing.can
be invented, that is a greater abfurdity, than a
morafe, hard, clofe, high fpirited, fpiteful, true
chriftian.”™* :

A e

Fanuary 43 1765.

THANKS be to God, who did appear -for
our help on New Year's day. Thirteen or .
fourteen of us met, though one of the fevereft
days for cold, I ever knew. -Five of us pray-
ed. God affited; we found 3ccefs to the
throne of grace. Blefled. be God, who-has not
yet rejefted us. O let -this fociety be Rill re-
garded for Chrift's.fake alone ; becaufe we pro-
Dd fefs

* Mrs. Ofborn notes in the margio, that her thoughts and exercif
es, recorded from December g, to this place, were chicfly excited, the
truts by the Spirit of God, while reaging Prefident Edwards on Re-
ligious Affetions, with which, fhe was mach pleafed, and calls « A
lovely picces” :
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"fefs to be fet apart for his honor and glory.
Let us ftand witneffes to the truth and faithful-
nels of that God, whom we profefs to own and
love, admire and adore, obey and fubmit to, as
our only Lord and righteous fovereign. Gra-
cious God, beltow on us every day, grace fufh-
cient for the day, to our lateft breath, that we
may in the end be more than conquerors,
through him who has loved us, and given him-
felf for us who believe on him. And O, let
there not be one unbeliever among us; not
one withered monument of thy dilpleafure:
But may we ftand here as monuments of thy
diRtinguithing, free, fovereign grace; and to
cternity, monumental pillars in thy temple. E-
ven fo Father. .

[N. B. Fromthislaft date, January 4, 1465.
to O&ober 2, 1766, which is one year and
nine months, Mrs. Ofborn’s diary, confiting of
a number of volumes, is loft. . Thefe were not
to be found fome time befare fhe died, of
which fhe. fpake to her fricnds; but could not
tell where, or by what means they were gone.

The Eduor.}

-

Thurfday morning, Olober 2, 1766.

GOD has again brought us to one of our
appointed feafons of prayer. O God, fay not,
Your new moons and appointed feafons, my
foul hates: But for Chrift’s fake, condefcend,
this day, to imprefs upon our fouls a deep fenfe
of our fins, O that we may this day lie in the

, - : duft

N

'\
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duft and bewail before God all our hypocrify,
all our formality and- covetoufnefs, which is
idolatry. Lord, humble us all this day, and
make us upright before thee, and grant us that
‘wifdom which is from above. O help us not
only to confefls, but to forfake fin this day.
Lord God, pour out thy Spirit upon us, a. fpir-
it of humiliation, prayer and fupplication. O
that thou wouldeft rend the heavens, and come
down, and caufe all mountains that rife in our
way of accefls and conformity to thee, to flow
down at thy prefence. O excite our cries for
thy church univerfal;  for all the world of fin-
fers; for thy’ minifters every where; forour
minifter and church in particular. Lord, have
mercy upon us, and_yet revive us, for chus
Chrilt's fake. And let us, thy poor, unworthy
bhandmaids, yet rejoicein thy falvation.

And _flill permit me to feed thy lambs, and
devote my whole life to the fervice of my God.
In the Beloved let me be accepted: And thus
det all thine be accepted. O be in the midft
of us this day! Say me not nay; but come and
fan&ify us throughout. . O make us hely, ‘as
God is holy.

Saturday morning, November 8. —-Lord, 1be-
feech thee, fhow me yet more and more of
my own vilenefs, for the fuppreffion of my vile
pride. Shew me thy purity, and how far I am
from being pure in thy fight, Shew me, Lord,
how every thing 1 do is tainted with fin, all
spolluted, all deficiency ; and imperfeétions mix-

., €d every where. Turn to what duty I will,
-and I find it there, whether fecret dunes, pub‘lc ,
or -

-
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private, focial or relative. I have nothing te
plcad before God: 1 cannot be clean in bis
fight. I fly from all, to the blood and righs
coufnels of Cbri; and there I will fland and
lift wp my head, not only at the throne of
graceé; but even at the bar of God. There I
can look death, judgment and long eternity in
the face without amasement; yea, with joy amd
tranfport.

O bleffed be God for the greay, the glorioss
stohethem, thade by the precious blood of Je-
fus Chrift for all 1he {ms that have auended my
boly thifigs! And for the fake of the great a
tonement alone, they fhall be acceptéd, yes,
meet with reward of grace, notwithftanding
all that Satan can fay. The Lord tebuke thes,
Satan, 1 adore the grice which has enabled
me, vile as I am, to feed the hubgry and clothe
the naked, deftitute, fatherlels ones—to labor
to fepport the gofpel of Jefus Chrift; and to
reftef occafiohally -his dear minifters and chil-
dren.  And I will plead for acceptance for his
own namd’s lake: For he has told me, A cup
of gold water fhall be accepted ; and thofle who
ﬁive it in the name of a difciple ot a prophet,

hall het lofe their reward. And I will hope
in the mercy and free grace of God for accept-
ante of my poor labors of love, in educating
the poor, from year to year; that I have been
able to fdy, Silver and gold have I none; but
fuch as 1 have give I thee. And the Lord feal
inftruftion, and ke thofe 1 have inflru®ed a
godly fbed vo Rree thie Lord, and infroments
i
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in his hand to pull down Satan’s kingdom
when I can fpeak no more. )

The Lord rebuke thee, 8atan; for by the
grace of God I am what 1 am; not fuch a ufe-
Tefs creature as thou doft infinvate, though de-
filed. Blefled be God for the teRimony of my
confciente, that 4in $Emplicity and godly.
&incerity 1-have had - my .converfation in this
world renouncing evil, hating covetoufnefs,
pride and unbelief; bating murmurings, dif
contents, diftrufts of providence and grace;
hating deceit, guile, floth and hypocrily ; yea,
hating and greaning under the whole body of

_fin, and contrarjety to God and his holy; pre:
cious law: And I do delight in it, after the in«
- ward man, and long for conformity to it; -yea,
perfeé& conformity. And in the righteoulneB
of Chrift [ am complete; though not in my
own; I own it to be imperfeét and defiled ; yet
in the Beloved 1 am accepted: And, Gox
helping me, 1 will cling there, and with Job ]
will hold my integrity, till I die. I am not
wholly a hypocrite, though tainted with hypoc-
rify, The Lord rebuke thee, Satan, and in his
own time deliver me from thee. And he wilt
-do it: 'For he has faid, 1 will never leave thee,
nor forfake thee. And he never will. - O now
let me boldly fay, The Lord is my helper, and
I will not fear. 'O my God, belp me! All my
fufficiency is of thee. Make mg humble and
;make me thankful ; for I am thine forever.

4d Thurfday
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Thurfday morning, Fanuary 2g9, 1767.

. MY God, for Chrilt's fake, pardon my jni-
quity, my tenaciou{nefs of my own opinion, the
ftubbornnels of my will, when croffed, my
pride. O my pride! O my God, make me
indeed willing to be nothing that Chrit may be
all; aid to become all things to all; that I may
win fome. I pray thee, feal a pardon to
me. ‘

The Lord rebuke thee, Satan! My God will
forgive me. It is not worth your while to ag-
gravate this fin; for it is not beyond the reach
of the blood and righteoulnefs of Chrift. I
am but among the chief of finners, make the
worft of me you can; and far fuch Chrift di-
&d. . In the name of Chrift, aveid! And leave
me to his mercy and boundlefs grace; for
where fin abounds, grace much more abounds:
And he will crufh thy venemous head, though
thou bruile his heel, in afflifling his child.
Blefled be God, I {hall foon be made perfe&t
in holinefs, and immediately pafs into glory.
My body, being flill united to Chrift, thall relt
in its grave unul the reflurreétion. Bleﬂ'ed be
God, death is near, Satan; and then I fhall be
out of thy reach forever. Thou fhalt not make
me fin;  and then afflit me for ﬁnmng, any
more. Thou-comelt down in great wrath now,

and art the perpetual difturber [of my peace,
becaufle thol knoweft-thy time s dhort. But
‘Tejoice ot anam& 'me, ‘O my enemy; for
though 1 fall, I fhall arife and obtain the vio-
7y -fo.re-v_er, through Jefus@Chrift, my Lord.
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If thou halt foiled me, and caufed my feetto
“lip, thou haft not beaten me out of the field.
I bave not thrown down my arms againft thee.
My great Captain is general and commander of
-all the hofts in heaven and hell. He can com-
mand you all; and he will defend me, let me
be feeble as I will. In the armce he has pro-
wided, 1 fhall. ftand and fight, till I die. I
make no capitulation with thee; - for I deter-
mine, by his grace,to fight till 1 die; taking
the whole armor of God, and putting it_ o,
that I may be able to fland againft the wiles of
the devil.—How will 1 put it on?—Why, by
faith I .will put it on, that I may be able t0
Rand in the evii day: And having done all, to
ftand; ftand in the firength of Chrift, and fee
his falvation; his vi€tories and triumphs over
all his.enemies. And my foul fhall rejoice,
even mine; having my loins girt about with
truth, and having on the byreaftplate of right-
eoufnefs, and my feet fhod with the preparation
-of the gofpel of peace: Above all, taking the
fhield of faith, whereby I fhall be able te
quench all the.fiery darts of the wicked. I
will, God helping me, take the helmet of falva-
tion, and the lword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. "And by the help of his Spirit
and grace, will pray always with all prayer, and
fupplication in the . Spirit ; watching thereunto
with all petfeverance, and fupplicauwon for all-
faints, that they alfo may ftand, and with me
overcome at the.lafl. Aund through God, we
fhall do valiantly, notwithftandiny all thy vaunt-
30g 4. for he it ‘is who fhall tread down all our

. enemies,
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-enemies, .and 20 him ‘fhall be e&ll the glovy and
prailc forever. Yes, atthe Redéemer’s feet we
will caft down our crowns and-palms of viéto-
1y, and Gng cternal hallelujahs. Selvation to
.God and the lamb, thall be all -our fong.
Wednefday morning, April 1.—O molt glori-
ous God, 1wou feoll my difcoaragements now.
And fure { am, all my ‘hopes will be duthed
and come to nothing at all, and every foul of
‘thole who meet at my houle, will be yet more
Rardened through the deceitfulnéfs of fin, ex-
cept thoa doft in infinite mercy tike hold of
their bearts by thy Spirit; I am but adding to
¢heir condemmnation by all that 1 am doing,
amaking bhard hearts harder, and blind eyes
blinder. O Lerd, thou knowelt ¢hey will,
through the malice of Satan, difhonor thee
more than ever; be more averfe to the ways
and people of God than ever, except thou doft
turn them about by almighty power. Lord, is
thy hand fhortened that ‘& cannot fave ? Are
even the children of Rhodeifland out of the
reach of fovereign grace ? Shall goodly appear-
ances all wear off and come to nought? O that
thou wouldeft rend the heavens, and come
_ down, and caufe all mountains to flow down at
thy prefence! Thou canft flop thefe poor young
creatures, in their mad carcer. Thou canft
refcuc them out  of the paw of the lion of hell.
O my Letd, O thou felfsufficient Being, I
know thou ftandeft in need of none of us. Thou
canft be forever buppy, and thy throne forever
{potlels, though all Rhodeifland finners fhould
perith,
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perith.  And 1 will, by grace, jultify thee till X
gie, though no one foul thould ever be profited
me.
But O my Geod, if it may confit with thy
fovereign pleafure, triumph over all my -unwor-
thinefs, and make me an infirument for good
to thele precious fouls, O my God, will nat
glory m\rcund to Father, Son, and Holy Ghof?,
if they {hall be created anew in Chrift Jefos?
If thine image is reftored, will they not be pre-
cious in thy fight? O thou who waft ever felf
moved to pity man, pity Rhodeifland now. 1
have nothing to plead but our mifery, our
poverty, and undone flate, without thy fove-
zeign grace and mercy. O thou, who fpared -
qiot thine own Son, but freely delivered him
«p for finners, yea the chief of finners, have
. mercy on us, for the fake of Chrift alone: For,
1t is a faithful faying, and worthy of all accept~
ation, that Chrift Jefus died to fave finners, of
whom we are thief.——Hardened fianers,
gofpel impenitents, gofpel defpifers, old and
oung, tich and poor, bond and free ; Sabbath
breakers, and what not. Lord, what nat! O
et pure mercy plead on our behalf. Juftice
is {atisfied in the death of thy only, beloved
Son, for the chief of finners : Now let mercy
plead, derhafe of the full atonemem. Oh, be-
caule of the full atomement, let me tift up wy
guilty head, and plead for fovereign mercy, and
boandlels grace. O why fbould we go om -
hardened, i itent and ‘anreclaimed? 1O
Gody I 'wounid humbly blefs:thee that fome, '
stufl, are brooght home: ‘O det it be as am
earneft
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carneft of a plentiful harveft. O get to thyfelf
a great name here. Angels will rejoice and a-
dore, and faints will blefs thee. And thou haft
faid, Whofo offereth praife glorifieth thee.
Thurfday, Aprik 23. It has pleafed a
righteous, holy, and good God, to lay his hand
on me from Saturday afternoon ; fo that I have
been unable to attend on either the black peo-
ple, 'young “women, lads, or fchool. Have
kept my chamber from Lord’s day; attended
‘with an ague in my face, much {woln, a fever,
&c. And, blefled be God, a fweet content, a
refigned will ; fome little glimpfe of hope that
I might poflibly go home. -A fweet fatisfaCtion
in a f{ettled belief, that, however poor, fhort-
fighted, ignorant mortals may, through frailty,
have fet their eyes too much on'a warthlefs
worm, God ftands in no need of me. What-
<ver infinite love and wifdom has devifed, in-
finite power will effe@®. I cannot caufe a fin-
gle word to do goeod to any one; but God
:can do his own work by whom he will. Bleffed
'be his name, that does not-depend on fa flen-
tder a thing as my poor, feeble frame. Though
that were difloived, the Lord yet lived. Let
this comfort me, and all my dear friends; and
refign us all to thy -holy will. ‘
Bu¢, Lord, - if it be thy pleafure to-continue
- -me-in life, thy: will be done. Then, even here
do what thou wilt with me: Only glorify thy-
folf- in me; only make the path of duty plain
to me, and I will, by grace, go'in it. - Whether
thou doft call me to allive or paffive ‘ obedi-
ence, thy will be done. If the Lord hath no
- ' maore
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more for me to do, who am I, that I fhould
contend ! If it be his -pleafure, I fhould yet
ferve him, and my generation according to his
will, he will bring me back, reflore health of
body, and fortitude of mind, againft Satan's
wiles. He will kindle my love to him and his
caufe afrelh. He will of his own fovereign
grace, grant me warmer zeal to run the heav-
enly road: For he is a faithful God. And he
will clothe me with that humility, which fhall,
of his infinite grace, prevent his work being
marred in my worthlefs hands. And glory fhall
redound to. Father, Son, and Holy: Ghoft,
;’hrgugh the thankfgivings of many, onmy be-
alf. . : . : E

And now 1 determine, by grace, cheerfully
to go forth to the work, to which God fhall call
me this day and evening, {o far as God, with

. ftreagth of body, and affiftance of his Spirit,

permit. Thou knoweft that without theel
can do nothing. Only help me, Lord, and I
will neither flinch nor fear; but work till I die.

Tuefday morning, May 5.—Will God over-
rule for me on the morrow,* if 1 live, and
clearmy way, and make the path of duty plain
before me, as to ftaying at home, or going a-
broad. I'would not be fet upon gratifying: ty
appetite, nor upon the pleafure -i#¥ vifiting
friends. 1 would take pleafure only intglorify-
ing thee, at home or abroad ; in being refigned
to thy glorious will, arid honoring all thy name.
O let me but d8 this, and this fhall be my
darling pleafure. Here 1 will folace my {oul,

. - whether
* ElcQion day.

4
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whether fick or well, at home or ahroad. Only
ftill fecure my darling, thy honor aed glexy,
and it is enough. I have no other choice to
make. Indulge me thep, my Ged and Father
in Chrift Jefus. Look upea the face of thine
anointed, and grant me my petition and my re-
quc. Confider whatitis. It is only that thoy
mayeft be glorified in me, in every the moft
minute circumfltances in life, as well as the
greatctt. :

Permit me now humbly to adore thee
whetein thou haft done it, thou glorious, viGo-
rious, triumphant King of Zion, fram the day
of my efpoufals, amidit ten thoufand inbred
_ lufts, traitors, ferpents, vipers, which have lifk
up their headsand hecls againft thee, and fought
my overthrow. Yet thou baft preferved me,
and my -darling too, thine own bonor and glo-
ry; and haft not fuffered me to wound that
name, which thou haft from the firik, made
dearer to me than life. Yea, though, through
weaknefs and folly, and a thoufand ftratagems
of Satan, I have rifked it, yet thou haft pre-
ferved it. Ten thoufand times ten thoufand
praifes,- my God, that thy glory is what it is to
" thee; that the caufe is one, and the intereft one.
O T humbly blefs thee, that thou didft from the
firk moment in which I became thine, lay thy
glory fo near my beart, that it bas ever fince in-
deed been my darling, my delight and joy, a-
midft ten thoufand imperfe&lions, and foiling
by Satan and the world ; yet bere thou haft kept
me ftedfaftly determined, through grace,
through Chrilt ftrengthening me, That I will

: ' leaue,
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beave, lofe and deny all that is dear to me in life;
yea, and life itfelf tooy if ever they fland in com-
petion with thy glory. And here 1 am, after
more than thirty years, flill determined, by
grace, to be for thee, and no other to my latelt
breath, and to all eternity. O grant me firength
from beaven to perform my vows. This is
what 1 want. O ftrengthen me with ftrength
in my foul now, in the day I cry to thee. Be-
hold thy worm, thy babe, thy weakling, and
uphold me by. thine almighty arm. .

-May 7.——O my Lord and my God, pre-
ferve me from being a cenfurer abroad, from
prying into the fecret failings of others, till my
heart gets fo wounded, that I know not what todo.
O that. God will convince all his dear children,
what is right, and what is wrong; and reétify all
that is contrary to thy will in them. O roet out
the monfter fin, Lord, root it out, for Chrift’s
fake, of my heart, as well as theirs, O could
any one fee the fecret ipiquity, the fecret cov-
ctoufnefs, after all my watchings and fRrivings
againft it, which thou, God, knoweft, how
would they be ftumbled, and puzzled to re-
concile this with all my renunciations of the
world, and all that is dear in life. And yet this
1 defire to do, thou, God, feeft me. And I
do hate all that oppofes it. Thou knoweft my
fecret groanings under the oppreffion of the
encmy, which none but thou canft fully know,
And thou art acquainted with all the. fecret
groans of thy other children, whith we’cannot
know. TR

E e . 4 Ol‘tfif‘n’
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O thes, let us make no other ufe of the
knowledge of the imperfeQions of ourdear
chriftian friends, but to bring them, with our
own fouls, to the cleanfing blood of Jefus
Chrift, and plead for them, as well as ourfelves,
the atonement Chrift has made; bring them
with our own ignorant fouls, to him who ‘teaches
as man never taught, that every path-of duty
may be made ftraight and plain before them, as
well:as us, becaule of our enemies, our infer-
nal enemies, who daily watch for our halting,
and glory in our difhonoring God. -

O defeat them. Make them knmowWye have
an almighty Friend, who will uphold ds, who
will not leave us to be the fport of dewils, and
flaves to luft; that we have a glorious King
and Captain of our falvation, who will in his
own time, fet his vidtorious foot on the hateful
necks -of our lufts and eorruptions; and will
break the ferpent’s head ; and, after all, glorify
himfelf in us. O do ity dear Redeemer, for
all thine, without exceptiony as for my own foul.
And bring us all out from under the clouds,
which hang ‘over our guilty heads: And let
our righteoulnefs yet appear as the-noon day,
to the confufion of earth and hell, and to the
honor and glory of thy great name. ‘O ‘what
wilt thou do for thy -great yname, if.thy own
children go on wounding it; and the more
- they are known, the more they are fcrupled,
whether they do indeed belang to thee or - not.
Lord, help! Thou halt faid, ¢ 'The path of the
jult is as the fhining light, which fhineth more
sad more to the perfe&t day.” Amen! O let

' integrity
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integrity and uprightnefs preferve us all our
- days ; far we have trufted in thee. Let us
acver be albamed.
. Fuly 17.~Bleffed be God for refrefhing
fhowers upon the dry and thirfty earth. And
now the artillery of heaven is difplaying, fup-
pole the arrows of the Almighty fhould drink
up my. fpirits in an inftant; fay, my fluggith
foul, art thou ready to appear before Jehovah’s
awful bar? Lond God, thou knoweft; and 1
pray thee, let me not be dé&ceived, if I anfwer
in: the affirmative. Let me with joy lift up my
head, if my redemption from fin is fo néar; if
this poor, mean clog, my fecble body, will in-
terrupt communion with God no more. Adicu,
my dear companion ! 1f it be the Lord’s will, I
bid thee a cheerful adieu, till the morning of &
glorious refurre@ion. 1 afk not a moment’s
reprieve, if it be my Lord’s will to take me,
O,.if it might be his will to take me, and gramt
me the open vifion.and full fruiion of himfif
in. glory ! .

But, my hafty fou), art thou: ready? 'Thou:
polluted, thou imperfe&t one, Doft thou know
what & holy, fin hating God: he is, into whofe:
prefence thou wouldeft haften? Whence this
confidence of feeing his face with joy? ‘Ast
thou ready ? Say, Art thou indeed ready ? Do-
not want to rufh gs a horfe into the baule. Art
thou ready ?——%—Alas.!. all my works are
imperfeft, and uptinifhed ; and will remain fo,
-if k fhould live to the age of Methufelah:
Yea, and I fhall add fin to fih, againft my gra-
cious God, till death does fltop me. Not till

then .

A i
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then will my fan@ification be complete.* But
Chrift bas finifhed all the work his Father gave
him to do. He faid, It is finifhed ! - Fhe righe-
eoufnels he has wrought out is complete, and
io him I ftand complete. I have fled to it, T
have laid hold on it ; -God has imputed it, and
clothed me with it ; and in it, I will cherfully
venture through death, and to the judgment
feat: For there Chrift will openly acknowledge
me. | have confefled him before men, and he
will confefs me before his Father, and his holy
angels. The law and jullice of God will ac-
quit me; for it is magnified, and fully farisfied ;
and there is no condemnation to them who are

in Chrift Jefus. He is able to keep me fromy

falling, thould God yet preferve me in this
life, and to prefent me faultlefs before the
throne of God. ‘

My foul, reft fecure in him, whether in life,
or in death. Reach after as great degrees of
conformity to the divine image, and refignation
to his will, as can be attained below; and bye
and bye God will take thee. Wait his time,
that is the beft of all. -

Saturday morning, Fuly 18.—Thanks be to
God for the refrefhment of yefterday morning ;
and laft evening, while dear friends were here.
Thanks be to God for the continuance of rain
upon the thirlty earth. So water me this
morning, I pray thee, by thy blefled Spifit. O
Lord, fince it is thy fovereign pleafure yet to
hold me in life, I would delight to live, becaufe
it is thy will: And renew my petition for grace
1o live to thy glory here. And, by grace, ﬁ

: wi
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will wais all the deys of my appointed time, till
 my great change come. It 1 with fubmiffiom
1 afk to depart; but encourage my importuni-
ty for grce fufficient for my day. I will with-
draw the other requelt, Though I long to de-
pert and 0 be with Cheift; yet this I would
loave with infinite wifdom ; if it be expedient
“for any that I abide in the body. But to whas
end thould I live, if 1 live a cold, earelefs, fin-
fol life. Lord, how fhall I glorify thee in lifey
if I remain fo extreme unholy, fo unlike to
thee! If I backilide yet more; play the harlas .
yet more: And my love to thee, and zeal for
thy glory, and the good of precious immortals
grow cold. O my God, fhall I not thus dif-
honor thee, and barden others hearts againf
thee! O, as fure as God is in heaven, and I
upon earth ; fo fure I fhall a& this tréacherous
part, if thow dof not fland by me, firengthen
and uphold me. O my God, leave me nota
moment; for in that moment I fall. O help
me to lay hold of thy Rrength, and never let
- thee go, till 1 do derive from that infinite ful-
nefs there is in Chrift Jelus, grace fufficient for
every moment of life. - N

)2
e

Monday morning, Fuly a5, 1768.

THE Lord look in mercy upon me now,
every way broken by infirmities. None of my
powers are whole. And I think the imperfec_-
-~ 1ions of every mortaly that I have feen, difliked, |

and bemoaned before God, nowwpl] meet inme, |

. ee. 1 “Ang
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And my greatelt refrefhment feemsto arife from
the benefits which believers receive from Chrift
at their death. I truft my eternal All is fecure
in him. My hop:s of a {peedy diflslution are,
in fome degree, increafed. Aad in the full a-
tonement and perfed righteoulnels of Chrift a.
lone, I lift ap my guiky “head.  Andif I efcape
out of time into ecternity without wounding or
fullying the declarative glory of God, I begmy
friends will rather fet apart a day of thank(giv-
ing, than of mourning. Tune your harps, my
dcar fouls, and rejoice with me.

Wednefday morning, Fuly 27.—1 have been
very poorly, and unfit for every duty. The
diforder by which I firlt loft my firength, fol-
lowed me clofely yefterday ; and I begin to be
cheercd with hopes of taking my farewell to
life. But may the will of God be dane. If I
canno} be attive, then let me be paffive. Paf-
five obedience will be accepted, through Je-
{us Chrift my Lord. And if I cannot do his -
will, let me fuffer it patiently ; and all the days
of - my appointed time, wait till my great
change come. Only, my Lord ‘and my God,
keep me from the evil, and fantlify me through
the truth: Thy word is truth. This petition is
and has been wpon hie. Itis put up in the
name of Jefus. It is before thee. It is put
in, and was put in when kind accels was grant-
ed; when the golden fceptre was held out: 1
drew nigh, and touched the top: And thou
didlt tell me, Whatloever 1 afk in Jelus’ name
1l be granted. 1 cannot withdraw this pe-
gition, Lord, cngourage mic 10 yenew it,and be-
: Lcuc
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dieve that as fure as the enemies of Efther and
her people, were flain and caufed to perith; fo
fure will Jefus.yet triumph over my cruel foes;
. over my pride, which, as Haman, would bear
down all before it ; over my unbelicf, floth,
fullen ill nature, ingratitude, covetoufnefs ; and
all that now prefs me down and vaunt over me,
" asa poor, defpicable outcaft, for whom, againft
_the prevalency of thefé daring lufts, there is no
help in God, while I- live*in this world. O
God; confound their rage; turn Satan back by
the way he came: ‘Put a bridle in his nofe.
Thou knoweft his blalphemy and rage againft
thee. Let him net prevail againft me. Ihave
trufted in thee; and thou haft faid, I {hall nev-
er be cenfounded. Overrule for thine own .
_glory all that concerns me and mine, and all
thine. Make fin and Satan know we have ag
Almighty friend, who wiil not deliver us up to
the will of our enemies; but as he has glorified
his name.in us, he- will yet glorify it.

R e-

- {N. B. Mrs. Olborn wrote feveral volumes
on the f¢ripeuies ; notasa critical commentator ;
but in a devotional way, improving the paffage
wpon which. fhe: meditated in application te
herfelf, and fo as to excite devout thoughts and
exercies i addrefling God, and hearing bim
fpeak -to ‘her'ia his word. la this way the
wrote op the book of Genefis, and on the gol-
pels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The fol-
dowing are copied as.[pecimehs of her writ-

: - ings

L 4
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ings of this kind, w give an ides of she mawney
in which (he meditated and wrose o the fosip-

. 4wves, which fhe found eatertaining and profit-
abic 10 bee: Which mey, peshaps, excite fome
others to improve the Bible in the fame mun-
scr, to their ewn advantage. ]

Wednefday morning, O&ober 74 1767
Matthew avi. 23y &c. '

. MY glorious Lord, doft thow i nquire, Whom
do men fay that I, the Soa of manm am?

There are indesd various opinions of- thee: .

this day. Some believe thee to be only
6 as a great prophes, who did not exift ilk
6 time bepan, &¢. But doft thow afk me,
*® who 1 think thow art? Lord, I know thow
art Chrift, the Son of the living God. Yea,
from cverlalling to everlafting thow art God,
that great I AM, who art fill che fame.
Let me hear thee pronounce the blefing on
me; for flefh and blood did not reveal this
'7 10 me; but thy Father who is in heaven, by
bis Spirit, for the falvation of my poor foul.
And on thee, 33 an cternal rotk, are all my
8 hopes of fafety forever built; And 1 do be-
3 Jieve the gates of helt frall not Enally pre-
vail againft me, after ten thoufand attempts to
pverthrow my faith, yt this rock s my defence,
- 1 humbly blefs thee -for aflurance from thy
word, that what thy Peter and other apoi-
19 des by their writings bound on earth, is-
bound .in heaven ; and what they have loofed:
on carth, is loofed in heaven.
Is

[ P S
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po J1¥it thy will that I fhould keep fecret the
" difcoveries thou makeft to me of thyfelf?
Then fhow it-to me clearly. Let me not be at
a lofs to know -what is duaty in this point :- That
1 may neither withhold, nor reveal, contrary to
thy bleffed will ; but always do the things that
pleafe thee, and by which thou wilt be glorifi-
- ed in me, and by others too. :
- My dear Redeemer, fince thou haft fuf-
2! fered di I d, let'me ncver
ered, according to thy word, let me n
22 be offended in a crucified Jefus, or aay
doftrines of his erofs; or fufferings to-be
o endured for thy fake. Lord, let me never
3 favor the things that be of men ; flefh pleaf:
ing things; and hereby merit thy fharp re-
 bukes: But teach me to acquiefce im all the
will of God; all that is brought to pafs by the
determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God,
however contrary to fleth and blood. Lord, -
teach me effe@ually, to believe at all times,
that infinite wifdom knows beft what is moft
for his own glory, and does all things well.
And in whatever thou art pleafed to cal
24 me to felfdenial, 1 pray thee, grant me
ftrength from heaven, that in every thing,
without referve, . I may cheerfally take up
my crofs, and follow thee, never attempting to
fave my life in a finful way ; but joyfully lofe
it, rather than fin againft thee, lofe thee, and
6 lofe my own foul. What fhall all the world
29 profit ‘me, while bemoaning a loft God, a
Joft Cbrilt, a loft heaven, and a loft foul ! Oh,
in thofe circumftances, what would not a man
give in exohange for his foul ! But alas! Noth-
‘ : ing
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ing.is to be had as am equivalent; nor will God
accept of any thing in exchange for the -re
demption of the foul, when the only. Savior he
has prowided for its' redemption .is denied and

rejebted :———For. wben the Soa of man
27 fhall come in the glory of his Father, with
his holy angels,.to reward ewery man according

4
.

to his ‘works, it will be forever too late for .

thofe out of him to find merey. ]

O Lord, fet home by thine almighty power,
thefe alarming confiderations upon my own foul,
for quickeniag, 1 pray thee; that I may give
all- diligence in making my calling and eleflion.
fure bere; and at laft have a reward of pure
free grace, according. to my works; though
pot for them. . :

. November g, 1767
The xxvth Chapter of Matthew,

Coutents,.—The parable of the ten virgins, i—
13. The parable of the talents, s4—3zv. £

- defeription of the day of judgment.
O. THOU great Searcher of hearts, I fly to-
thee to. fearch and try nie now. I am one of
thé(e virgins who' have taken a lamp; and
am come forth to thy ordinances, the ways
of thy own appointment, to mcet the Bride-.
groom of precious fouls. Show me the truth.
g MW Am I a wile, or am I a foolith- one?
Haver1 took my lamp without il ? Or have
X the oil of true grace in my veflék with my
lamp ? Have 1 my lamp,. aud: myp oil too?
e T @ let

|
|
|
I
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" ©Olet me not dive at the leaft uncestainty,
Aroufe me out of my- fpiritual flumber.
And with me, al} profeflors ; for we all lum-

5 berand fleep.

6 O aroufe us ibefore” the midnight o

comes, that we “may now arife and trim. oot

-lamps, while .oil_is to be had. "Now let us

fearch our. !amps, and fee if ‘they are likely,

yea, if there is -a poffibility that they will go-

out. O my God, let us not be miftaken, tll
the day of grace is pafl.
It will be in vain to.afk wife virgins for
rt of their oil. Poor hearts! Though thou
ﬁ:ﬂ, of thy boundlefs grace beftowed a fuf-
9 ‘ficiency on them, to keep their lamps burn.
ing, they have none to fpare: They .cannot
communicate one drop. 1 fly to.thee; thou
haft a fufficiency ; yea, .an allfufliciency to il
my lamp and veflel up to the bsim. I.cannot
go forth to meat thee without it ; my.lamp -will
. go outy and I fhall be left in obfcure darknefs.
I cannot go te buy, when .I-fhould have it to

burn: I muft have it mow. I know not how

foon the cry will come, .Go ye forth to meet
bim; and then it will be too late forever.
Lord, pnﬁ me, and with me all who profels
_ thee. eg for others,:as for my .own foul,
that we may not be found foolith virgins -at
o laft; and while. we are gone to buy, thou
19 .come, and thofe who are ready go is with
thee, and the door be:fhat.
‘O -will it be thus with me? Tell me cer:
tamly by thy word and Spirit, Is it poflible
t thall come at laR, with a Lord, Lord, o-

pen

-
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pen unto me! And thou anfwer,” Verily I
12 know you not. Maony have been deceived;
Lord, can it be that I fhould be fo too! Here
I am, now, Lord, fearch me and try me, and
difcover what is the truth to me alfo. Doft
thou not know me? And do I not know thee?
Speak, Lord, by thy word and Spirit. Say to
me, 1 know thee by name, and will not reje
thee. I will, in no wife, calt thee out.
1o ,But O, let not me, nor any of thine, reft
3 fecure in paft attainments, but all watch
For we know not the day, nor the hour where- |
in the Son of man cometh, to call to an ac- .
count thofe to whom he has committed his
goods. To one five talents, to- another two,
and to another one, to every one according
to his ability. Glorious Lord, I have, at
.q lealt one. I pray thee fuffer me not to dig
1% in the earth by ‘carking cares about this
lower world, and hide my Lord’s money, floth-
fully folding my bands, imagining I can do
nothing, becaufe I have not firength and ability
of my own, bafely and ungratefully, and
24 fifely accufing thee with being an hard maf-
- ter, reaping where thou haft not fown, and gath-
: ering where thou haft not firewed: And fo,
5 through cowardly fear and uonbelief, hide
my talent in the earth. ' ”

True, hateful pride is ready to rife and rob
God of his glory, in every attempt.to improve
my talent. Butfhall I, to prevent that, run to
the other extreme, and hide 'my Lord’s money?
Is not his grace fufficient for me? O my God,
guide, dire&t and prote&t me, even me. He

who
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who had five talents, did improve; he who had
-two, did improve. It was by thy grace they
did fo. Say to me, eventome, My grace is fuf-
ficient for thee, and I will endeavor to improve
alfo. O make me wife to know in what way I
may beft improve to thy honor and glory ; wife
to know times and feafons, and in what way
God does call me to improve. Art thou in
thy providence leflening my opportunities in a
focial way ? Will God now guide and dire&®
my pen. Let that be improved to the glory of
him who has committed that talentto me. My
pen is thine, guide it for thy own glory. And
guide me in the bufinefs of inflru@ing Ilittle
ones. O Lord, make me faithful there, to im-
prove the talent thou haft committed to my
charge ; and bear me up againft all difcourage-
ments. Anpd make me to improve my talent
for the good of my poor family, O let me
fome way ; yea, every way improve fo, by thy

grace, that at laft I may be able to lift up my-

head with joy, and fay, Lord, thou deliveredft
to me—and, behold, I bave gained! O, of
thine infinite grace, affiting me all the while,
- et me hear at laft, a Well done, good and faith-
Sful fervant ; and free grace fhall forever be my

fong.
8 Thou haft faid, Unto him who hath fhall

be given, and he fhall have abundance. 1 -

- humbly plead for more grace to exercile grace.
Let we not at laft be caft, with the unprof-

39 jiable fervant, into outer darknefs; where
there fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth—

" nor any dear to me, by the bonds of nature or
‘ ' Ff friendthip.
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friendfhip. I would beg for all, as for my
own foul. Go forth with me this day, and let
my petitions be anfwered for the great Inter-
ceflor’s {ake alone. Thanks be to God for the
affitance of his Spirit with bis wotd, which is
indeed of ufe to direét us in prayer. :
Prepare me, Lord, for that grand and awfu
moment, when thou who haft taken on thee the
human nature, fhall come in thy glory, and

31 all the holy angels with thee: And thou
fhalt fit on thy throne of glory; and before
thee fhall be gathered all nations; and thou
fhalt feparate them one from another, asa
fhepberd divideth his fheep from the goats. O
then let me fland on thy right hand, and
not on the left. O then, unworthy as Iam

in myfelf, let me, of thy boundlefs, fove-
reign grace, hear thee bid me come; hear
thee pronounce me blefled of thy Father; and
called to inherit the kingdom, prepared for thine
from before the foundation of the world. Wit
thou then ‘remember, and mercifully accept
what poor, impetfeét fervices I am now, by

35 thy own grace, enabled to do te any of
. thine? Whether to relieve the hungry,
thirfty, ftranger, naked, fick, or in prifon.
Lord, it is fo little I can do; and that little fo
polluted with the dreadful nature of fin, that I
dare not plead any thiong 1 have done, or ever
can do. Yet make me more than ever fincere,
in aiming at doing as to thyfelf. Let love to
thee be the motive and {pring of all my ac-
tions; and then I fhall never grudge my ut-

moft to any of thine. -
. (0) Lord’
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O Lord, I befeech thee enlarge my heart;
37 for 1 am heart fick ofall I do. I fall fo

C-infinitely fhort, that 1 may well cry out
with aftonifhment at the thoughts of acceptance.
Lord, when {aw I thee, and did any kind offices
to thee, or thine? Alas! my poor, poor, little,
little, is not worthy of notice: Yet wilt thou,
of thy free grace, fay to us at laft, In as much

as ye have done it unto one of the leaft g

thefe my brethren, ye have done it uni@
me. O amazing condelcenfion and goodne
- And thine fhall be the glory forever. Only let
me now own and honor thee more before men,
than ever 1 have done, and cheerfully depend
on thy gracious acceptance, and owning me at
the laft day. _

And, Lord, have mercy on thofe who will not
own thee, or thine, or do as thou haft com-
manded. Bring them into fubjetion to thyfelf
now, Left they hear the dire anathema, Depart

from me, ye curfed, inta everlafling fire,
4t prepared for the Devil and his angels. O

let not poor fouls be deceived by their alls . °

of charity, while they proceed from felflove

only, or grudge to do for the relief of thine

45 here, and be difcovered by thee, and fent

6 away into everlafting punifhment; while the
4% righteous fhall go into life eternal,

- PART



PART IV,

[ 4

The Conclufion of her Life.

] THE bodily infirmities of Mrs. Ofborn
lncreafed fo much; and her. eyefight failed to
fuch a degree for above twenty years of the
laft part of her life, and her whole bodily frame
. was fo weakened and worn out, that fhe was
obliged to give up her fchool, and was not able
to do any thing to fupport herfelf. And as
fhe had nothing laid up to live upon, fhe was
wholly dependent on Divine Providence and
ker friends for daily fupplies, during the whole
of this time; apd was, the greateft part of it,
confined to her room. This was in many rel-
pefls the happieft part of her life. She was
free from worldly anxiety and care. She en-
joyed a calmnels and ferenity of mind, the at-
tendant of refignation to God, and humble truft
and confidence in him, centented with the al-
lotments of Divine Providence, feeing the hand
of God in every thing which took place—con-
ftantly thankful to him for the mercies the was
‘daily and every hour receiving—full of grau-
tude to thoR whom God inclined to thow
kindnefs to her—{pending the chicf of her time
and firength in devotion, in contemplating the
divine perfe€tions manifefted in his ‘works of
- creation
»
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creation and providence, and in his word—a-
doring and praifing the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft, praying to him for the church and the
world; for her acquaintance, relations, friends,
benefaBlers, and for herfelf; with conftant,
humble confeffion of unworthinefs, aggravated
fins, and depravity of heart, making the daily
occurrences refpeéling herfelf, and others, the
matter of prayer and praife. :

She enjoyed an almoft uninterrupted affur-
ance of her intereft in the divine favor through
Jelus Chrift, and longed to be perfeétly holy.
The thought of dying was pleafing to her: And
when any particular diforder, or pain of body,
came upon her, which feemed to indicate a
fpeedy diffolution, it would commonly give a
fpring to her mind and excite plealurcand joy.
‘Thus fhe appeared in this laft part ofher lifein
a mealure to enjoy the happy confequence and
. reward, of the fore trials, labors and conflifis,
through which fhe had paffed in former years.
Something of which the reader has feen in that
part of her diary-which has been tranfcribed, * -

"Mrs. Ofborn often faid to her friends in this
time, that fhe confidered her fituation and cir-
cumflances in life, to be the beft for her; and

that fhe knew of none, with whom fhe could -

wifh to exchange outward circumftances, were
it left to her option.  She exprefled a particu-
-lar fatisfaltion in living fénfibly dependent on
the providence of God, fordaily {upplies for
the body, living with God Wbt day, as the
ufed to exprefs it, having no ftote of her own,
and not able to -do any thing to fupply her re-*
' - ff ' turning

. .
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turning wants, and- not knowing how and by
whom they would be fupplied, till it was fent
in to her, commonly in ways, and by perfons

not thought of by her. This was fuited to ex-

cite a conftant fenfe of her dependence on God

for daily and hourly fupplies, and the exercife

of trult in him, and conftant application to him,

and acknowledgement and admiration of his.
goodnefs in {upplying her wants, in a way and
at times fuited to difcover bhis hand and par-
ticylar care of her; and to excite her gratitude
to her friends, and prayers for them, who fent
or brought to her the things fhe wanted.

In this manner the lived more than twenty
years, and often declared to her friends that her
daily wants were fully fupplied, and that the
was never deftitute of the neceflaries Of life,
and commonly had a fulnefs, and often abound-
ed. Her wants were not great. She flood in-
. need of daily food, wathing, candle “light, fire

wood, and fome clothing, and money ta pay the
rent of her houfe, which was five dollars every
three months. Al thefe wants were conftantly
fupplied, while no particular perfon was en-
gaged tado it ; fo that fhe had none to depend
upon but God. While the Britith had poffef-
_fion of Rhodeifland in the time of the war,
which was near three years, the inhabitants of
Newport were drivgn to great ftraights, by the
fcarcity of provifion, fuel, &c. and many fuffer-
edto a great degree. Mrs. Ofborn lived in’
agreat degree of quiet, and had a conftant fup-
ply of the ncceffaries of life; and received no
abufe from the Britith oﬂiccrs or foldlers, as

molt
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moft others did. Though a number of foldiers
were quartered near the houfe in which fhe

_lived, none were obtruded on her, as they were

on others. Andas to thofe who were quarter-
ed near her; it was remarked by her and oth-
ers, that they made lefs difturbance and noile,

_ than they did elfewhere; and were particularly

careful not to.do any thing on - the Sabbath to
difturb that good woman,. as they called her.
And they took care to avoid all profane words
when near her. Which fhe ufed to mention
afterwards to her friends, as a remarkable in-

ftance of the. tender care and Pprote@ion of '

heaveh.

In the year ' 1778, while the Britifh foldiers
had poffeffion of Newport, Mr. Ofborn, her
hufband, died ; and a granddaughter-of his,

- with her hufband, who lived in her houfe, on

whom fhe had fome dependence for proteftion
and affiftance, moved into the country, by

which fhe appeared more deflitute and expof--

ed, than before, being left alone.

In this time of particular danger and trial,
Mrs. Mason, a perfon who gave good diii-
dence that fhe was a real friend to Chrift, and
to his followers, manifefted peculiar friendfhip

" and generofity towards her, by her conftant at-

tention to her, and fupplying many of her
wants; and continued her fpectal kindnefs in
miniftering to her as long as the (Mrs. Malon)
lived, which fhe did till March, 1792. Mrs.

Orfborn often faid, that” Mrs. Malon never

failed her in one inftance, as a peculiar friend

and conftant benefallor, to the day of her
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death. We have no reafon to doubt that they,
both the giver amnd the receiver, are peculiarly
bappy together now; and that the former is re-
warded a thoufand fold for all her kindnefs to
the latter, as a dear difciple of Jefus Chrift,
Others have diftinguithed themfelves in their
kindnefs to Mrs. Ofborn in miniftering to her,
whom it is improper to mention, as they are
yet alive. We have thq pleafure of being af
fured tbat they, and all who have miniftered to
her, becaufe fhe belonged to Chrift, -will have an
ample reward at the relurreion of the juft.

There was fometbing peculiar and extraor-
dinary in her being able pun&ually to pay the
rent of her houfe in this time, which is worthy

of particular mention. She depended wholl
upon the unfolicited benefalions of her friends
for this, as fhe did for her daily fupport. And
no one was engaged to affift her in doing this,
or to take any care about it. She had there-
fore no particular perfon to look to forit, or
to make up any deficiency by which the thould
be unable to pay what was due at the end of
h quarter. It was therefore a very preca-
rious matter, to human appearance, whether,
when fhe had paid the rent of one quarter, fhe
- thould ever be able to pay another. She could
not conjefture from whence it would come, as
fhe had none to look to for it, but that God,
whofe is the world, and the fulnefs thereof.
Her intimate friends were fometimes concerned
for her, when her quarter was near at an end,
and the had received but part of the five dollars
~which would be foon due, and there was a
‘ ‘ great
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great {carcity of money, and all appearances .
that fhe would not be able to pay. When this
was fuggefted to her, fhe would reply nearly
in the following words. ¢ I defire to be thank-
ful to God, I do not feel in the leaft anxious
. aboutit. I do not doubt of my having the
whole of the money at the time in which it will
be due, or near it. God has given me a con-
ftant and ‘carneft defire to do juftice, and pay
when any thing is due. Thisis a juit debt,
-and God has been pleafed hitherto to gratify
me by enabling me to pay, when it is due; and
1 believe he will Rill continue to do it. Per- -
baps I fhall not live to the end of the quarter.
1 fhall then leave enough to pay . this debt. I
defire to leave it with God.” She generally
had the money in her hand by the time it was
due, - and never failed being able to pay with
punétuality. She frequently did not receive
mugh, if any part of the money, till juft before
- the quarter- was ended, and knew not from
whom, or from whence it would come; yet be-
fore the time to pay came, as much as was
‘neceflary to anfwer her end at that time, would
be brought or fent to her, by perfons whe knew
nothing of her prefent ftrait. And it was often
fent by perfons who lived at a diftance, which
would come to her juft at the time in which
it was wanted. She had money fent her from
Quebec, from the Weft Indies, and from vari-
ous parts of the United States.

This is related as a remarkable inftance of
humble truftin God, and refignation and acqui-
cfcence in his will; and of the tender r;

.and
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and faithfulnefs of God, and loving kindnefs to-
wards one devoted to his fervice, and trufting
in his promifes: And that it may ferve as an
example and encouragement to all, to « truft in
the Lord, at all times, and pour out their hearts
before him.”

Mrs, Orfborn was, in the laft twenty years
of her life, firipped, by degrees, and deprived
of many privileges and enjoyments, which to
her had been very great and precious. She
had efteemed public worfhip, attending on the
preaching of the gofpel and public inftitutions,
as far more defirable and important than all !
worldly good, in attending on which fhe had
great enjoyment. But her bodily infirmities
were fo great and increafing, that for near
twenty years fhe was unable to attend public
worfhip. Her eyes failed her to fuch a degree,
that fhe was obliged tolay by her pen, not being
able to write any thing confiderable, which fhe
had done before this with great pleafure and
profit to berfelf, baving written more than fifty
volumes, the leaft containing near 100 pages,
the bigger part above 200, and a number goo,
and more, befides letters to her friends, and
other occafional writing. The failing of her
fight alfo deprived her of the pleafure and
profit of reading ; elpecially of reading the Bi-
ble, which fhe had before daily perufed with
great pleafure and” advantage. She bad the
Bible, indeed, read to ber daily; which fhe
confidered as an unfpeakable favor. But this
did not equal the privilege of being able to
have accefs to it, at all times, and on every

— particular®

L
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ticular occafion. But fhe paid fuch attens
tion to the Bible, read it fo much, and fo trea-
fured it up in her memory, while fhe could
read, that fhe found great pleafure and bene-
fit in being able to. recolle€t fo much of it,
when fthe was not able to read ; which fhe fre-
quently mentioned to her friends, as matter of
thankfulnefs. . : '
The religious meectings in the room where
fhe lived, which have been mentioned, of the
church, of the female fociety, and occafional
_meéetings for prayer of a number of profeflors
of religion, which the confidered as a great priv-
.ilege, were continued as long as fhe was able*
~to bear them, partly for her fake. But at
length her infirmities were fo -great that the
was obliged to relinquéth this enjoyment. And
fhe became fo weak that fhe could not bear
lengthy vifits of her friends, in which fhe ufed
to take a peculiar pleafure. Her moft intimate
friends could only bave fhort interviews with
her at different times. - But while fhe found
herfelf thus deprived of thefe privileges and
her precious enjoyments, one after another,
fhe remained- calm and refigned in a fenfe of
her unworthinefs of them, and defert of in-
finitely greater evils; and conftantly expreflfed
*‘her thankfulnefs for .the privileges and favors.
fhe yet enjoyed ; particularly that God had not
taken himfelf from her ; but indulged her with
fuch a degree of free accefs to him, and fuch
‘enjoyment of him in views of his glorious per-
fettions and works, efpecially his love Iw-
grace in the glorious work of redemptisW,
which
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which m&% than made up for all that was taken
from her. She enjoyed the almoft uninter-
rupted light of God’s countenance, and fpent
moft of her time and ftrength “in devotion, in

rayer and praife, in which'fhe had unfpeaka-
gle delight, and a rich foretafte of heaven. She
ufed to fay, fhe had learned to confider and
hold her neareft friends, as well as all worldly
enjoyments, as a cloak or loofe garment, which
fhe was ready to have taken off and laid afide,
whenever there was occafion for it.

Some years before her death, the faid to her
friends, fhe thought the time was now come
for them, and all who knew her, to be quite
willing that the fhould leave the world; for fhe
was become ufelefs in all refpefls, and was
only a charge and burden to thole by whom
her bodily wants were fupplied. She was told,
that all her friends defired that her life might
be yet continued, if confiftent with the divine
will, as fhe was far from being ufelefs, as we
had Her prayers for her friends; for the church
and congregation "to which fhe belonged; for
all the people and churches of Chrift, and his
intereft and kingdom in the world, &c. And
- when her acquaintance, and, particularly, the
congregation of which fhe was a’ member,
‘thought of her, as being alive in her room,
which probably moft of them often did, it was
attended with an idea and feeling, which tend-
ed to their good, and which they could not
have, if fhe were not in the world. And as to
thofe who miniftefed to her fupport and com-
fort, they enjoyed a privilege and fatisfalion

: . in
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in it, inftead of its being an undefirable burden,
which they could not have, if the were not
here in. juft fuch ¢tircumftances. And they
who did this to her, becaufe fhe belonged to
. Chrift, had opportunity hereby 'to exercife
chriftian ~charity, and exprefs their love to
Chbrift, for all which they would be abundantly
rewarded in his eternal kingdom. - Her reply
was to this purpofe. ¢ If this be fo, and I
can be in any refpe@ and degree ufeful in my
fituation and circumftances, I am wiling to
_continue in the body; but to depart and be
with Chrift is far better. I defire to leave it
all with God, and am willing to live or die, juft
as he pleafes.”

Some months before her deceafe her difor-
ders of body appeared toincreafe; her firength
failed her more and more, and fhe became
dropfical, and was at times in great diflrefs for
want of breath. She confidered herfelf as now
foon going home, as fhe exprefled it, and withed

-for patience to wait till the appointed time of
her departure fhould come, and to bear what-
ever bodily diftrefs God was pleafed to lay
upon her. She defired her friends to pray for

. her, that the might have faith and patience to
the end of life,and,in no relpe&, conduét fo as
to be a difgrace to the religion which fhe pro-
fefled, and put her chriftian friends to fhame

"on her account: But that fhe might glorify
God, and fpeak, and condué&t worthy of her

_high and holy calling, to her lait breath. .

In a fketch of Mrs. Ofborn’s charaller, ig-

ferted in the Theological Magazme, No 1.

Gg Vol
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Vol. 1I, is the following paragraph, written ey
one who vifited her ofien in her laft ficknefs.
¢ As fhe drew ncar the clofe of life, fhe
was a proof of the firength and bope of the
righteous ; was an inftance of the myfterious
example of flourifhing virtue, with the decays
of nature : Of fatisfallion in the profpeft of
future good, when from the world fhe could
derive no pleafure. My phyfician,” {he faid,
& has ferioufly intimated, that 1 caonot live
long; but I amnot alarmed. Unlefs my heart
deceive me, apd the heart 15 deceitful above all
things, and defperately wicked ; but unlels mine
greatly deceive me, I have no reafon to be
apprehenfive for the future flate, Itappearsta
be the will of God that I fhould go hemce. I
ought to {ubmit to his-will, and I do, with
cheerfulnefs. May his will . be done.” 1p an-
other fealon, fhe faid, % The trials of my
Aituation are great; to be in want of breath, is

very diftrefling; pray for me, that I may have

patience and refignation: I defire them abowe
all things. O pray for me that, in thefe laft
hours of my life, 1 may not caufe you all to
blufh that I bave profeffed chriftianity.” It
being. remarked, that God was faithful, and
-would never forfake thofe who had loved and
ferved him. < Yes," fhe replied, ¢ 1 know, by
experience, that he is a faithful covenant keep-
ing God, and he will neyer feave thofle who
love and ferve him ; though without his grace
I fhould immediately fink, and my mind be
filled with darknels and repining.” In this
temper of humility and reliance on God, fhe

continued,
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eontinued, and gave no fign of impatience,
more than faying, a day or two before her
death, when fhe heard the bell toll, that fome-
body bad got the ftart of her.”

She continued to fink by degrees, till after a
diftreffing turn, fhe appeared more comfortable,
and they who attended her, helped her to-lie
down, at her defire, hoping fhe might get fome
reft and fleep. They left ber fora few minutes,
and when they returned, they found her breath
was gone, and fhe a lifelefls corpfe! Thus fhe
left the world, and paffed that death which the
had (o often and fo long defired, calm and fe-
rene, without the leaft perceivable firuggle or
groan, and, we doubt not, entered into that reft
to which the rightcous go, on the ed day of -
. Auguft, 1796, in the 83d year of her age.

Her funeral was attended on the 4th day of
Auguft, by an uncommon concourfe of peo-
ple. The corpfe was carried into the meeting
houfe, and a funeral fermon was preached,
from Ephelians iv. 1. I therefore, the prifoner
- of the Lord, befeech you, that ye walk wort}zy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called. '

st ——

THESE Memoirs will be concluded by.
mentioning a_ number of particulars of her
chriftian charaé'tcr, in which Mrs. Orfborn was
eminent,. and worthy of imitation, which have
been in fome meafure brought into view in the
foregoing narrative, and the extrais from her
dlary 3 and appear in a more clear and firiking /
light .
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light to thofe who have perufed the whole of
her writings, or had a particular and intimate
acquaintance with her. -

She was fenfibly and ftrongly devoted to thc
glory of God, and confcientioufly fought to
honor him in'all ber ways. She was tenderly
concerned, and -careful to do and fay nothing
which had the - leaft perceivable tendency to
difhonor him, and conftantly watched againft
every thing of that kind. She defired nothing
for herlelf or others, and that nothing might take
place, but what was confiftent with the highe(t
difplay of the divine glory ; and it was matter
of conftant joy to her, that God was able and
wouid {ccure bis own honor, and make the
brightelt manifeftation of his own glorious per-
fe€lions ; and would. fuffer nothing to take place
but that which fhould.be for his glory ; and there-
fore would caufe even thofe things and events,

‘which, in themfelves appeared to have a tenden-

cy to the contrary, to be the occafion of a more
clear difcovery of his moft amiable and glori-
ous charalter. She had an affefting and ftrong
abhorrence of every thing which fhe faw in
herlelf, even all moral depravity; and which
appeared in others, as having a tendency to
dithonor God. This was a conftant fource of
grief and trouble to her. By this fhe mani-
fefted a high degree of difinterefted, benevolent
Jove to God, and was more conformed than
moft profeﬁing chriftians appear to be, to that
apoftolic injun&ion, * Whether therefore ye
eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God "

Her
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- Her love to God, and benevolence to manyg
kind led her greatly to defire the profperity*
and advancement of the interefl and kingdom.,
of Chrift in the: world, and the falvation: of
men. For this fhe prayed, and rejoiced when-
fhe found others engaged and united in.this,
and when there was any appearance of the re- .
vival of religion, and of the converfion of fin- .
ners, or heard of any.thing of this kind in dif.’
tant places. She earneftly fought the falvation .
and temporal good of all whom fhe knew, and |
with whom fhe had any connetion; and their -
circumftances, and the events refpecting them,
whether profperous or adverfe, affefted her,
which conftantly afforded her matter of prayer:.
and praife, while the endeavored to" conduét .
towards all, and treat them fo in all refpeéls as
to recommend religion to them, and perfuade
them to embrace and praile it .

She prattifed fecret devotions at ftated times
unlefs prevented by fome unavoidable inter-

ruption; in which fhe fpent confiderable time +
every day, in reading the  Bible, ferious medi- -
tation and prayer, in which fhe had, efpecially .
at times, great enlargement and delight. And -
-when fhe had no fenfible: accefs'to God, fhe:
could have but little comfort and enjoyment -
in any thiog. Her mind was frequently and

.almoft conftantly exercifed in devotion by pi-.

ous ejaculations, when in company, or attending'.

" to her daily bufinefs.

She was a great friend to family religion, to .

- have fome portion of the Bible read, and.

prayer attended in the family, , in the morning,
g8 and .
»”
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and evening; and took care to have aﬂfher
family -prefent, and that they fhould behave
with decency. And when no man was prefent,

fhc thought it her duty to pray with her family - -

herfelf.
She had a great veneration and love for the

chritian Sabbath, and public worfhip, This:

was a high day with her; and fhe commonly
had great enjoyment in attending public
prayers, finging, and hearing the word preach-
ed; and efpecially in attending the Lord’s Sup-
per; for which fhe was careful and folemn in
preparations, and felf examination. She ufed
to recolle&t the particular heads of the public
difcourfes for her own improvement in her re-
tirement, and often committed them to writiag,
with her refleQions on them. She was care-

ful 10 prepare for the Sabbath, by ordering her .

family affairs fo as not to be led by them to
irtrude upon the Sabbath, or be any difiurb-
ance to her devotions, And afier fhe was con-
fined, and could: not attend public wotfhip, the.

took fpecial care not to attend to any. thing on
the day before the Sabbath, which might in

any refpe€t unfit her for the private duties of the
Sabbath, withing to referve all her flrength of
body and mind for the exercifes of that high.
day. And though fhe could not enjoy bodily
attendance or public worfhip; yet in her fpimt
flie was prefent with the worlhipping affemblies.

of chriftians; efpecially with that to which fhe.

had a more particular relation, fo as to have a
peculiar enjoyment in. her attendjng to thery,.

and: joining with them. i her mental excrsifes.

In

i,
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Is- this réfpe& fhe received great benefit by.
_ public worfhip, and doubtlefs had more bene- -
fit and enjoyment from it, than many, if not
the moft, received, who were allowed to attend
conftantly. She was fo inquifitive to know
what were the fubje&s of the. public difcourfes,
that the would be informed what they were to
be, before they were delivered, or foon after, -
and the would attend to them, and fo feaft
upon the truths contained im them, that her en-
tertainment and profit by them appeared far to
- exceed that which moft who heard them in

public obtained. ’ '

The following extratt of. a letter which fhe
wrote to a friend, is inferted here, as an illuf-
tration of the above. Speaking of her being
deprived of the enjoyment of public worthip,
by bodily infirmity, the faid, « My Lord's days’
enjoyments, fince .my confinement, have beén.
better feltthan exprefled. Perbaps my exercifes
never were higher, when worfhipping in God’s
own houfe, nor even at the Redeemer’s table:
Never felt a dearer union with the people of

God; that onénefs which cannot be exprefled.
~ Nor had ftronger defires excited by the Spirit
of God for Zion’s profperity ; and the deftruc-
tion of fin and Satan, and advancement of
Chrift’s caufe and kingdom: Nor ftronger de-
fires to help my dear minifter while he was en-
gaged in the Lord’s work; to be permitted to
hold up his hands, that Amalek may not pre- .
vail, bat the work of the Lotd profper in his
bhands. The fweet delight I have in realizing

that the dear- fheep and lambs of Chrift's fold
. .. : : are
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are feeding on the gofpel dainties, is not eafily:
delcribed. I am indeed a partaker with them,
though abfent in body. And God fo blefleth.
fomcthing repeated to me from the fermons, -
that I retain and: feed more on the precious
truths all the week;than I bave been able tare-
tain, when I have heard the whole. Thus, be- -
caufe akin to the glorious Jelus, I dwell in Go-.
fhen, though not in the King’s court, or at bis
table. And dare I be reftlels and complain,
becaufe I cannot go out? No, no! The will of
the Lord be done. . I.fand amazed at his gen-,
tle dealings with fuch a monfter of i iniquity !”
She was not talkative, yet affable and pleal-
ant in converfation, and when in corspany with
her friends and acquaintance, fhe had an aver--
fion to vain, trifling converfation, And_ if at.
any time it took place, fhe would generally at-.
tempt to divert 1t to fomething ferious and -
profitable. If in amy. inflance. fhe negleted
this, and in any degree joined with them, and
fpoke any thing which on refletion fhe thought .
to be too light and unprofitable, fhe would, with
forrow condemn and humble bherfelf  before
God. Her chief enjoyment in company, was .
-~ with ber chriftian friends; and when fhe was.
with them and little or no religious converfa-
tion took place, it would be matter of grief, .
fhame and lantentation to her. Few have their .
tongyes fo much under a bridle, as fhe had ;
yet fhe often lamented that it. was not more fo.
She had a deep, abiding, and increafing con-
viftion and’fenfe of the evil of fin, as being en-
mny againft Gody and all that is ruly gOOdd:

———
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and of the exceeding depravity and wickednefs
. -of her own heart, and felt herfelf wholly undone
and loft, if left to herfelf; that fhe deferved to
.be caft-off and : made miferable .forever, and
that God would be malt juft in.cafting her into
.endlefs deftruétion; that fhe depended.wholly
for falvation on the {overeign mercy of Him,
who has mercy.on - wbhom he will have mercy ;
that a heart to embrace the gofpel, and every
.degree of right exercife of heart was the gift of
God, of which'the was infinitely unworthy ; and
that fhe depended on the fame fovereign grace
for the continwance in the exercife of grace;
40 be kept from falling, and 10 be: made :per-
feétin holinefs. She therefore trufted in Chrift
alone as her redeemer and fan&ibier. .He was
infinitely honorable, excellent and precious in
her fight, on whofe atonement, merit, righteon{-
nefs; wildom and power fhe relied, asevery way
fufficient. for her pardon :and complete falva-
tion.  This is abundantly expreffed in her dia-
ry.. She felt the power of thefe truths to form
- her to a willing obedience . to. Chrift, and ear-
neftly to defire perfe&t conformity to the holy
law of God, and his moral image and charafler,
knowing that fhe could not.be completely hap-
py till the awaked in the likenefs of Chrift.

She highly efteemed:thofe who appeared the
true minifters of the gofpel, for their work’s
{ake, and was liberal- in her contributions for -
the fupport of public worfhip and the preach-
ing of the gofpel, knowing it was ordained by
Chrift, that they who preach the gofpel, fhould
live of the gofpel. It.is known .that in this
. matier
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matter fhe was willing to her power, and evem
beyond it; and that fhe often gave more to.
.this end, than many wealthy perfons of the fame
congregation. And fhe ufed ber influence to-
excite others to contribute. And when fhe
was wholly dependent on her . friends for a
fupport, and unable to attend public worfhip,
if fhe had more given to her than fthe wane--

ed for ber prefent fupply and comfort, the .

would give a part of\it for the fupport of the
‘gofpel; and would , fhe prefumed her

friends who kindly miniftered for the fupply of

her wants would be willing that fhe fhould
, have the fatisfalion of cantributing her two-
mites for the fupport of the gofpel miniftry,
when fhe had any thing to fpare.

Mrs. Ofborn had an uncommen concern to
do jaftice to all with whom fhe had any deal
ings, in all refpeéls, both in the fight of mea,.
and before God. In this fhe was conicientious,
and conftantly exercifed herfelf with.gseat .care:
and circutnfpettion to have a cenfcience void
of offence towards men, always keeping what
fhe called the golden rule in her view, defiring
to do to ethers, as fhe would they fhould do teo
her. This appeass in a clear and firiking light in.
her diary. : .

- And {he not only did Juihce, but loved. xﬁers‘

cy. She gladly embraced every oppertunity i
relieve the wants and diftrefles of others, when
in her power, and would often run ventures,
and ftrip herfelf of wuat fhe really wanted, to
selieve others who appéared to her to bein
greater want.  When fhe was dependent on

T others
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' sathers far fupport, and fhe had any thingin her
" shand which (he could fpare, fhe took delight ip
selieving the poor in diftrefs, knowing that her
benefa@ors were willing the fhould enjoy this

pleafure, which was much greater to her, than-
40 ufe it for berfelf. 1In this way fhe was al.
ways laying up a treafure in heaven, and beeame

zich towards God. ‘

Mrs. Ofbom was a kind and faithful friend,
She was a true friend to all, even to thofe who
afled an unfriendly part to her, and injured
her. But her beart was united in a peculiar
manner and degree to thofe who appeared to
be friends to Chrift. Thefe were her chofen
aflaciates and companions, in whom fhe had
great delight. And all her chriftian friends
might place the greateft confidence in hes, and
afe the utmoft freedom without giving offence;
and truft any fecret with her, with the greateft
fafety, without the leaft fear of being betrayed,
or.that it would be communicated to any one.
She had a number of intimate “friends, with
,  whom fhe converfed with gréat opennefs, free-
dom and pleafure, finding, on acquaintance,
that fhe could fafely rely on their candor,
friendfhip, prudence and fidelity. Among thele
Mifs Sufa Anthony, whofe life has lately been
publifhed, was the firft, and ber greateft inti-
snate, whom the highly efteemed and loved, as
an eminent chriftian, of wncommon difcerning
and judgment; and whom fhe found to be a
mok faithfud, prudent friend, at all times,

- "There was a diftinguithed and eminently chrift-

, 4an and happy friendfhip enjoyed and cultivat(i

- e
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¢d between them, for about fifty years, without
any interruption; and to their great mutual
comfort and helpfulnefs.—They were truly,and
in a diftinguithed degree, of one heart and one
foul, and during the whole time loved each
other with a pure heart, fervently. It isnot
known or believed that-there is to be found,or
has been in this century fuch a union and hap:
py. chriftian friéndfhip between two Tuch emi-
nent chriftians, for fo long a time, as teok place
in this inflance. What fervent prayers and
praifes did they pour out before God for each
other, when feparate!- What hearty and fweet
counfel did they take together, . giving mutual
advice and affiftance, under their varioustrials,
burdens, difficulties and doubts, while they o-
pened their hearts and feelings, in full confi-
dence in each other! With what fervor, freedom -
and pleafure, did they two join in devotion, by
pouring out their hearts before God, when they
had opportunities! With what high delightand
rapture have they met among the fpirits of the
juft made perfe&t, where, free from all fin and
forrow, their long continued friendfhip in - this
world, is made perfe@ with an affurance that it -
will increale in happinefs and laft forever, in the
favor and prefence of Him, whom they love
with ali their hearts, and is their everlafting
portion! Here we are loft, and muft wiit till
the curtain of mortality be dropped, to have a
perfeét knowledge and enjoyment of that felic-
ity and glory of which we have now ideas fo
dark .and very imperfe€t. Blefled are they
: : who
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who are not flothful, bus followers of thegn whe,
tbmp&h faith and paticnce, now inherit the

~ promifes! . .

.AETER.. Mra. Qfhorn: had laid by her pen:
for a number of yearms, through the defe@
of her eye fight, and debility of body gand
mind, her thoughts unaccountably turned upon
meditating on divine fubjefls, in verfe or
rhyme. This increafed upon her, fo that fhe
made verfes on a number of fubje&s; and her
memory retained them, while they were not
weinten, fo that fhe could rehearle them dif-
tinflly, when fhe pleafed ; which fhe did te fome
of her intimate friends. They were pleafed
with them, not for cheic elegance and poetry ;
for to this fhe made no pretenfion; but for the
fentiments, as enprellgd by Zer, and flowing
from her heart, wivhout any fpeculative fludy :
And fome of them were written from her
mouth. o

Her mind became more and more engaged = .
in this way, which fhe found to be entertaining
and prefitable to herfelf. At length fhe thought
of attempting to refume her pen, and write heg -
~ verfes on feveral fubje&s, though the knew fhe
was not a poet, and had never before attempted
any thing of the kind. - She found herfelf able
to write, beyond any thing. fhe, or her friends,
had ever expefted, and wrote fo much ona
number of fubjefs, many of which fhe had be
Hh - fore
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fere compofed in her mind, and retained . in
her memory, that, if colle@ed together, they
would make a confiderable volume.

A this was, in feveral refpefls, an extraordi-
nary event, and thefe writings exprefs the de-
vout exercifes of her heart, in a manner differ-
ens from her disry, the following is bere im-
fested as a fpecimen of the whole.

L
L}

The E@onm and Socict).éf Heaven.

WHAT goodnefs this, which God extends
To us, who once were not his friends! .
Compaflion had on whom he would, - -
Though we did evil as we coold. -

Infinite love! 'Tis all divine;

God’s wifdom form’d the vaft defign;
His pow’r has kept and brought us in,
Through all the affaults of hell and fin.

* .
And now we fhall-forever gaze .
Qn God, and his perfeQions praife ;
We fhall be like him more and more; -
Th’ Incomprehenfible adoge. -

No hateful fim, or wearinefs,

Shall caufe us asy more. diftréfs.

To do God’s will with Seraph’s joy,

Shall cves be our {weet employ, .
. o . Ye
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_Ye dear cqmpamons here at reft,
.. With love fincere in every breaft,
We now. will cordially emgracc,

Without a blufh in any face.

No more mifunderftandings here ;

.No milconftru@ion now we fear ;

No cenfdres hard, thofe bitter roots,
Which caft out Iovc‘and blaft its fraits,

No envy aow; or
Will e’er again our fouls pofle(s;

- Benevolence fhall fwectly flow:
We felt too little when below.

No prqudicc fhall make vs fand
- Aloof, as in.that foreign land ; ‘
Becaufc when there we could not fes,
We in eflentials did agree.

We furely .did, fince we are bere, :
‘Where none but friends to Chrift appear ;
And now our God hath brought us home,
We ever will l‘CjOlCC asome, - . 3

© here’s po trace of difcontent ;
Not one who murmurs in his tent:
Nor are there any fiery darts,

" Ever to bresk orvex our hearts.

O precious blood, that once was [pilt,
To cleanfe our fouls from all their guilt ;
_By which we arg indeed made free,
“Our fouls from fin at liberty.
O this

——

P
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O this gives joy its fullelt tide, .
That our Redeemer's glorify'd ;
With fatisfaBlion views the whole,
The fruitful travail of his foul. _

Ye who are now before our: eyes,

Who were on earth our enemies, .
We blefs the 1.ord that you 'ré forgiv'a,
And are arrived fafe inheav'n.-

For this we gave the Lord noreft, -~
And he has anfwer'd our requcelt ; -

For which we magnify bis -grace,

And join with you‘te fing his praife.

Ye worthy friends, who did selieve -
-Our pinching wants, ye now reecive
The great reward Chrit promis'd you ;
Ten thoufand thanks to God inelt true.

Now grateful love suy fouls doth cheex,
That we enjoy your prefence here :

You did'it fot King [efus’ fake,

And of his joy'you do partake.” -

Ye fweet acquaintaice, chrifitan friends,
Partakers of our joys and pains, . :
How oft by you did God afford

Relief to us from:kis own word! -

Yous tender fympathy and lové:
Did oft to us as cordials prove ; -
By fweet reproofs, and fervent prayer,
Ye kindly did our burihens bear.
In
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In fore tenfptations; ‘ﬂ)drp and long, -

You faithful held the Lord, and firong :
"The great-atonement all complete;
The promiféy roft fore and {wekt.: .

Ten thoufand welcomes to this flate, . -
Each ether we congratulate, . -

And now our work fhiall all be' praife
Throwgh an &témiity of days. - :

Though: bondy of fature now do eufc, :
Our happmel‘s it does increafe, -
To fee our godly parents'hete, - -
And relatives 16 Chrift moft deary .

Can we review: Godl's. prov:dence,
And yetrouiting gracefot fonfe

OF alt your love -and tender Care, B
Us for this hcaven to prepare.? -

Do we nét knéw you ?-'Yed, we do,
No igri‘fance’hides: you from out viel &
The leaks in mem’ry are all figpp'd -
Since we auf imperfeQions. dropjd.

What multisedésare there which rife

To fill our fouls with {weet furprife? -
1t is the charming infant race, e
Brought. Here thrs’irich -and fovereign gface.

' Thele little ontes w'ere ‘bern again,’

And did believe in Chrift, ‘iis plain :

God’s Spitit'wrotight the work ; but how
On earth we €ould not fully know. .

v : Glory
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Glory to God, that now we fee ; -
Nothing's too hard foe Deity :

Thefe were the lambs, whom Chrift cu'eﬁ'd,
Took in his holy arms and blzfs'd. .

Thanks be to him his.word was givn . -
¢ Of fuch the kingdom is of heav'n, ]
Now they behold his glory too: - |
Sweet babes we do rejoice with yon.

New wonders fill! Laq, here are they,
Unjum brought from Africal

They've heard the gofpel’s joyful found, i
Tbough loft indeed they now are found.

Thofe wg fee liere who onoe have been .

Made flaves to man. by horsid fin.. :
Now through rich grace in Chrift are f:pq, ‘
Forevcr fet at liberty. . o i

Thanks bets God, thoughaot toman, -
*Twas be who laxd this glorious plan -
From evil great, this good to bring

All glory to our God and King, ,

Hail Minifters of Jefus’ name,

Who this falvation did proclaim;;
Ovur very {oyls do live anew

That we in. heaven do megt. with you. ..

You have recew’d the fweet, « Wcll done :”
And your eternal joy's begun ; .
Rich and complete is your reward, . '
And we forcver blefs the Lord.

Wh_at



M=rs.:SARAH OSBORN. 379

What faints are thefe with crowns we fec;
_Of joy and Immortafity? -

- Gladly we find they are the fame

Who out of wibulation came. -

The holy prophets'who did die . - -
‘Becaulfe’they truth did prophefy. '
Apottles blefs'd, and Martyrs, flafn

Becaufe Chrift’s truth they did maintain. -

We know that thefe the world did hate ;
But Chrift has made them rich and greae.
He promis'd them this great reward, v
And we adore the faithful Lerd. - -

_ New fcenes arife,  Let us attend =

Here's Abram’s feed, God's ancient friend.
We fee God's ¢ovenant was fure, '
Anddid from age-to age enture,

All thefe have Bad repentance giv'n,
The true Meffiah own'd from heav'n.:
His promifes they did embrace,

And now behold his glorious face. -

That very blood by them was fpile, - °
Which traly wath'd away their guilt ; -
Glory to God! we fee the Jew: :
We, Gentiles, do rejoice with youw. -

Tranfporting feene ! All is delight ! -
Throngs numberlefs are in our fight,
Ofevery kindred; tongue and fize,
To overwhelm us with furprile.
" When
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“When Chrit a thomfand years did reign; -
Ten thoufands then were born agaia ;.
Who now, through rich and fovereign grace, .
Are here to fill thig holy place.

Language is pute and all refin'd;
Quickly we know each gther's mn«d
All hers is concord ; all at peace ;.
And happinefy docs. fill increafe.

Thefe holy angels all bave kilt-
To know and do. Jehovah’s will :
They joy'd at our Redeemer’s bitth,
And minifler’'d to him on earth.

The Angels, who-excel in ftrength;

Who were our guardians all the !eng;h, ‘
~ Of the aflliQive, tirefome read,

And pare us fafe 10 this; abode.

Is this the heav'n of which we heard! - -
Are thefe the manfions Cbrift prepar'd!
How low have our conceptions beeny
In a blind world of night and fin.

O come, yet lower ley ;s'fall,

Before our God,our all imall,

Sing praifes to the worthy Lamb:

Ever adore the great 1 AM.

’ Amen, Hallelupah.
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