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THE

LIFE AND CHARACTEll

01'

MISS SUSANNA ANTHONY.
i

SBc'l'JON I.

A general sketch of her life and cbaraeter; as an introduetion.
to a more particular account taken from her own writings.

" .
MISS SUSANNA ANTHONY, Was born at New-

,port, on Rhode-Island, on the '25th day of October, 1726.
Mr. Isaac Anthony, -her father, was a native of Rhode­
Island. Wlu;n he was young, be went to BostQn to
Jearn t1)e trade of a goldsmith. There he became
acquainted with Miss Mercy ~hamber1'in, whom he
afterwards married, and settled in Ne,vport, where they ,
lived abou;t. sixty years together. They had seven
daughters, five of ,vhom survived their parents, hut no
SOl1. Susann!l' ,vho was-their youngest daughter except
one, lived' with her parents until th~y qied, \vhich was
between forty and fifty years,. She wa~ never ma~ried.

Her parents were of the denomination caned Friends, or
, Quakers, in which way she was educated, until she was

abollt fifteen years old, when she was the subjt:ct of a
series of remarkable exercises, of which she has given
a pa.·ticular account'; which will be inserted itl' the next
section, together with her makin~ a public profession
ofreJigion;and joining to thefit·st Congregational church

.in Newport, of which the Rev. Nathaniel Clap ,vas then
pastor, where ~he continued a metnbel", until het deatla~

which was nearly fifty years; and ,vas a distinguished
and eminent instance of piety and strict ·'religion, in
every branch of the duties of Christianity, so fa I', as they
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could be exercised, acted out, and discovered t in he~

situation and circumstances in life. She appeared
wholly, and in a distinguished degree, devoted to' the
cause of Christ and pure religion; and was a renlarka­
hIe example of devotion, benevolence, and christian
friendship; of self-denial, sobitiety, modesty, humility,
industry, and of a careful circumspeclion and conscien­
tiousness in all her c.;oncerns and conduct. She being
Rreatly attentive to her Bible, and all -other m,eans of
instruction which she enjoyed, attained an emint:nt
degree of discerning and knowledge of the distinguish­
ing doctrines and duties of Chri.stianity. ..~nd, as she
,vas greatly attentive to practical religion, and constant·
ly studied the Bible in this vie\v, always exercising- her­
self to have a conscience void of offense, both to""!lrds
God and maD, she was relnarkably judieioqs, as a casuist,
and greatly helpful to her friends, who applied to her.in
doubtful and difficult cases of conscience. All this will
be better,and more particularly exhibited by the ex·tracts
from her writings, which will be prodllced in the follow­
ing, sections: but cannot, even in this way, be fuUy
expressed, or set in that clear, aifecting, and amiable
light, b~fore the public, in which she was seen, loved,
and admired, by her particular and-intimate friends.

Her bodily frame and constitution was so feeble and
delicate, from her youth, that she was not equal to any
business, which required ,a considerable degree of
st'''ength and exertion. She was, therefore, chiefly em­
ployed in the use of her needle, in which sbe was expert
und skilful, and »y whic.h she 'VtlS able to support herself,
,vhen she enjoyed her health, of which she was deprived
for a number of years, from about the twentieth year of
her age, and fell into very painful and distressing disor­
ders ofborty ; so that she appeared to herself and others,
111any tinles, to be dying, or near to death; and her
Ilbysician and friends thought she could not survive
hel· disorders, \vhich attended her several years, except.
inK some shol t intet·vals of respite. This is nlentioned
here, as it may 'rende,· some part of her diar)·, which
'\Till be u'lanscribed, Dlore intelligible to the l'eader. But
she was, in a great measure, relieved f."om thc&e dis­
u:essing "disorders, and enjoyed a degl"ee of ease and
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health in the latter part of her life; though she ,vas
always feeble, and subject to turns of painful maladies.

'~hen the war, between Britain and America, (·onl­
menced, 8he~eft Newport, and went into the country,
where she spent great part of her time, until that -\Val'

'vas nearly closed"j part 'of which time she spent in
teac,hing the children in the families in which she lived, '
and in keeping a small school; in \vhich she appeared
to be greatly fiervice~ble, and obtained the approbation,
gratitude.,. and esteem, of those ,vbo employed her.

After th« war, she .lived at Newport to the time of
her decease, a comfort, and greatly useful to her fl'iends,

- earnestly endeavoring, in her sphere, to prolnote the
cause of truth and eh ristlanity in the world, and mOI'e
e!tpecially in the religio\1s".society. with ,vhich she ,vas
connected; to whom her death is justly considered as
an unspeakable loss. But, whfl respect to the peoplt:
in general, the ,vol'd~ of the prophet may be allplit:d, in
tbis instance: 'It l'he righteous perishelh, and no man

-Iayeth it to heart; the lnerciful are taken away, none
coilsidering tba.t the righteou1J is taken away from the
evil to come."

In the month of June, 1791, her )"oungest sister '''as
taken sick with a peripneumony; and as she had but
one more sister then living, who was out of town" she
went and attended her.. in her sickne,ss, which proved
mortal, and she died in about a week. On the day in
which her sister died, she was s~ized~ith the same di~·
order, which put an t:nd .to her life also "in one \veek.
The disorder, with which she died, ,val violent from
first.to last, and uncommonly distre~sing ; 80 that she

-was not ablt to sa)" much in this hel· last sickness. She,
however, said to her christian fri.ends, that she desired
to bless God, that she had nothing of those conflicts~

which she had bt:for~ sometinles ftared ; but her soul
did, with a swett calm and confideuce, rest 011 Jesus
Christ, without the least doubt of her union to bim, a~d
of her happiness in his kingdom for ever. Thu-s s,~
die~, on the 23d 9f June, 179.1.

. _.)(:-.
A_F~ER she had m"d~ a public profe.s~onof rtligion,

she felt..a strong desire: to s~rve Christ, in an enti(e and·
I- -
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constant devotedness tp him, in' promoting his interest
and kingdo~, the good of his people, and the salvation
of men. l~his led her seriously to consider in what
,""ay,.and by what means, she, in her situation, and cir­
cUlnslances, could best answer these ends. Sbe was a
poor, obscure person, and had no prospect of obtaining
much of the things of this world, so 'as to do much good·
by supporting the gospel or distributing to the relief''Of
the indigent., ,She did not expect to rise into general
repute, or (0 any publio station, ,by which she. could
have oppottllDity of extensive influence : and, her
natural capacity she consu~lered as small, and bhe \v!'s

\0 destitute of the adyantage~of education, which many
llad., .,.

After' a careful and conscientious attention to this
subject, and much earnest prayer for direction, daily
crying to God, in the language of Saul, /,vhen he. was
converted, "Lord, what \vilt thou have me to do ?~, she

rtf ,vas led to conclude that she could serve the interest of
Christ, and of his church, and promote the good of ber
fello~ me~, tDore, hI...devoting perselfJ.A,.Cl,-ayer, than in
any other way, of ,vlli'Cli she was capable. And as, in
her circumstances, she was in a great measure free
from domestic cares, and had 'opportunity to spend
much tiole in retirt.Dlent, she thought it was her duty
to devote as much tiule as could be spared from· h~r

particular employment, and necessary avocations, in r

jlrayer, not only for herself, and all her particular friends
and near connexions; but more e~pecially for the
pl"ospel""ity of the ch~rch of Christ, and the advancement
of his kingdom i~ the world, until all nations, Jews and·
Gentiles, should be converted, and brought into it ; in
lvhich, lirayer for the ministers of the gospel "as includ­
ed, that they might be filled with the spirit of Christ,
and abundantly as.sisted and succeeded; and that the
head of the church, and Lord of the harvest; would
raise up and send forth faithful laoorers into his bat-·
vest,8tc.

For this exercise, she frequently set aPart "hole
days, when her .circumstance5 would admit of it, and
especially wnen·there appeared to her to be a particular
call for prayer: and spent them in secret fasting and
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prayer. And she used to spend the afternoon and even­
ing of the last day of the week in this exercise, \v hen
Hot prevented by SOlne unCOOlmon circuDlstance ; also
the morning of the Sabbath.

Bc:fore she S sixteen e"ars old she·oin d a society
of women .W 0 ye,r, read-
in~..'_an_.~~hgi~us ~onver8a~!.2.Il;.~IUl wb.o devoted the
afte"i1iOon, Ol'icern a month, to t1}Ji ,gerClse ; and spent
at _'t~ fOtir1O'liole-aays'1'n a year, in fasting and ..prayer
togethel-. Of this society she was a distinguiRhed'
member, as long as she lived; by whom she was greatly
beloved and esteemed; and they received much COUI­

fort and edific.tioB from her c~n,versationand pJ-ayers.
In the latter, especially, she was distinguishedly emin­
ent ;0 and, at particular times, h~ such enlargement
and access to the throne of grace, that she would pray
an hour and a hal~ or more, with such engagedness
a~d fervency, without any repetition, with a Bow of
words expressing the most pertinent and affecting ideas,
and, with such a natural cOlloexibn, and progression
from one to another, that none who joined with her
would appear to b~ tired, but all pleased, affected and
edified: and felt a cons~iousness that none could ha"e
all adequate idea of what passed at such times, who..
were not present, as a full c1escripti<¥l of the holy fer­
vor, the clear view of invisible things, and that nearness
to God, while she poured out he-r heart before him,
which she discovered, cannot be made by·any narration
of them. .

In the practice of this important duty, .she excelIc.d
JJlO~t .ebristians, and in an eminent degree conformed .
to the following apostolicinjunction: " Praying always,
with all prayer, and supplication 'in the spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverence, and supplica­
tion for all saintS.; and for me," for the ministers of
the gospel, in particular. And she had many remark­
abl~ ansWers to her 'prayers; many instances of which
she has recorded in her diary. .Some of which will be
,transcribed tl-om her private Writit,gs ; 'and lhe ~ whole
tbat has been mentioued under this head will be thereby
in SOffift measure illustrated. Par~icllJarly by tile fot­
lO"11ng, wbicbmay most prollerly be inserted here.
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The first i~ dated Jone' 27, '1749, which was in the
twenty third year of her age.

Ii Now wou~d I adore God.' ,Marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Alnkighty! I have renewed ~ccasioD

to praise thee, and to Iive de ,"oted to thy- service and
glory. And now determine,' the: few remaining days

I of my life, through thy grace assisting, shall be renew';
edly devoted to -thee.

" In the year 1744, in September,· I came to a-fixed
resolution to spend SOlne days in- a y,ear to seek God's
favor to a miserable world,;, for the bl'inging iD of the
Jews and G~ntiles, and the advaucement of the king-

. dom of Christ ill the world. And likewise some time
of one dayin every week. to pray for the ministers of
the l!'ospeJ, .and the whole church- of G01, militant .

. Besides other days of fasting and prayer, which I kept
more especially for my own soul, I d~ternlined 110t to
forget them.. _

" And I remember m}l' soul foll\l\ved hard after God,
day and night, that the gospellnight reach the Ulmo~t

ends of the earth, in its saving power and efficacy on
the souls of men; entreating that God would stir up
bowels of cClrnpassion in his ministers and -cbild,ten., to
unite their addresses to him, on this account. N'or can­
I ever forget what access God condescended to grant
me, in pleading that the Holy Spirit might be~ poured
out Qn h~s children, that they might Dot cease to wrestle
and cry mightily to God, until he make Jerusalem a
pt"aise 'in tl~e whole earth. .

" And I have now met with an account, which came
from Scotla'-, that in the same year, in November,
they came to a united agreement to spend the first
Tuesday' in each quarter of tlle year; and some part
of Salul-day night, and Sabbath day morning, in this
exercise. Which account or desire, I never met with
until vet·y lately: nor had I ever heard of such a '1h ing

jbeing thought of. Which mak~s me conclude the
motion came from lhf» Spirt oi God ; and the agreement
,vas in ans\ver to pl"ayer." (

The following, whi.ch is' found in her diary,. dated
March ~8, 1754, relates to the same s\lbj~ct; -and
sho\vs tbat line continued in this 11lesolutioD -and pl·actice..•

...1'#' , • In the 17th year of her age.
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,', Lord, tbou hast the residue of the Spirit. 0, pour
it out upon a sinking wo~)d. Where, q, where is the
Lord God of Elijah? A~d where his promises? Art

.not tbou he? And wilt thou not arise? 0 strengthen
my faith, 8f1d enable nle to wrestle, day and night, fOlll

the good of thy chosen. 0 Lord, Jehovah, pour out
thy Spirit on me, and on all lhy people. Let thy Spirit
fit me for the work, and 1 will devote my life to the duty
of prayer and sopplication for all men. 0, accept or
this recovery of health, which I de"ote to this exercise.
Only do thou, Lord, qualif)· me for tbe sacred, solenan
exercise, and I dismiss every other scheme or project,
and make this the grand pursuit of, my life.. () assist
me, or I retract. For I cannot persist without thee.
For I should surely bring on myselfa tiresome burden,
I should either faint, and drop the purpos~ ; or lengthen
out a fQrmal, lifeless duty, neither pleasing to myself,.
nor for the ~lory of God, Ol~ the good of others.

" But, if this purpose be ~ood in thy sight, 0, pour
out thy Sprrit __and grace for this end : an~ then, I ..ord,

-behoJd, here I am. I allo,v no resel-ve. Furnish my
mind with arguments; raise- my soul with desire; and
let faith and hope ani mate lilY heart. 0 Go·d, if thou
wilt accept me, in this way,. by thus qualifying me for
it, thou, Lord, shalt have the glory. Dut,...O, suffer me
not to attempt in my own strength. I ..ord, empty me
of self. I desire k> seek and serve thee; yet 1 fear
offering strange fire; or, with hasty Uzzah, unprepar­
edly, or uncommissioned, to touch the sacred ark.. I
know thou caUest upon thy saints to cry mightily to
thee, until thou makest Zion the praise of the \vhole
earth: and througheut thy "ford art encouraging and
exciting thy people to wrestle with thee, in prayer, for
the glorious day of _thy power, when. all iniquity shall
stop heJltamouth, and the clear Redeemer's kingdoln shall
sprl.·ad far and \vide. 0, do thou prep2Fe thyself a sac­
rifice, and accept it, -through thy clear Son-.

" .Blessed be God fOl" any assistance. I...ord, my soul
Jong~th fOl'thy salvation. 0, lvhen shaH I-see the good
of thy chosen! 0, how sweet, to think of {)eing at one
and, the &anle instant united in spirit, lifting up holy
hands without \vrZlth .or doubting, for ene and_the saIne
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cause and interest, wilh many of thy dear saints: and
the divine Spirit cementing us together, in the love oC
Christ and one another 1"
- 1"h~ following is ah extr'act from a letter, dated No~
vember 27, 1769, written'"above twenty years after the~
rqregoing, on- the ~ame 6ubject, to a particular friend of
bers. By which it will appeal- how.conscientio-us she
was in this matter; and what fears she -sometimes
had, tl)at she ~d engaged in this business, and prose­
cuted it with so much labor and 80 ~nany conflicts~ fronl
pride, or something wrong iAn her, which brought great
perplexity and di~tre88 on her mind, in which the accu­
ser of the brethren, the tempter, no doubt, had a great
hane}. - . -

" I had a very strong inclination to write to .yon last
we~k: but I dare not. I wa~ even ashamed to see you-,
O~ open my mouth before you, under my pressure of
mind. l"'he case is this, dei:\r sir, which I now take'the
liberty to mention.

" After I had pubHcly given tnyself up to God;.' and
commenced a member of Zion, I felt some disposition
to st.udy what I should render to the Lordi for all his
benefits; and how I could, in my Jow and private
capacity, best promote h.is interest, and serve the church
of Chl"ist. .Prayer and supplication' app~al·~d the only,
or chief way; as good in th~t way might come more

, pure and unsullied. Accordingly, ''I iJevoted 1l1yself to
the ser,;ice of the sanctuary, in this ,"ray, if God would
but accept and assist me herein; though I shquld be
but as a burden-bearer. And herein fthought my eyes
were not lofty, or my heart. haughty; neither would it
be to exercise, ~yself in things too high for me ; en­
couraged by the gracious acceptance of the offerings of
wpmen in the tabernacle ser,·ice.

" And herein, I thought, God did gracious)' c.onde­
scend to assist and bless me, and repeatedly disl>ose me
to d~vote lnyself to the cause, in this way ; making it
a powerful motive to cleanse myself from all filthiness
of flesh and spirit. But I soon found great conflicts;

_ and it has often been suggested to my tnind, that I
should nevt'r· haye any rest, so long as I per~isted in
this \vay. 11p\vever, I thought froDl a sincere desir~

. -,
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for the glory of God t and the good of his cllurch and
people, I could cheerfully submit to an aBlicted and
conflictipg lifer i( I might be assisted and accepted
herein. But sometimes, last week in particular, uDder
a sense of the violent efforts of the powers of darkness,
my own extreme vileness and weakneS8t as tow befor..e
the Barnes, 01 as a leaf shaken by the wind, I am fearing
whether it was not from the pride aqd naughtiness of
my heart, that I submitted to conllicts. .Whether it
,vas not .like the aspiring disciples, when Ch-rist asked
them, Are ye able to drink of the CUPt Stc. ? I had,
through pride and arrogance, been saying, I am able.

" Under these views of myself, 1 have been much
dejected, afraid to move or stir, And /now, my dear
sir; if you have th~ least suspicion,< at any tim~, of my
acting .from this bateful,· dete,tabl~ principle, pray
speak freely aDd plainly. For, though I think, my
heart does not condemn me, as being wholly under its
reigning power; yet I find it still works, to bring forth
fruit-·unto death. I thInk, if I know. -any thing ~bout

myself, I_have been, and am devoted to God; a~l I am,
-have, or can be, and do, to his glor)to-= and that my
own comfort and happiness, is no farther so to me,
than as it promotes that: an4 that to be a consecrated
vessel, thoueh of the meanest use, is my highest wish,
prayer and pursuit. I _think I know no intere!St, but
his. Yet, I am ooL with a proud 'presumption to tou~h

the 'sacred ark, lest I cio it to my own confusion. I.
know I am to pray for the peace and prosperity of
Zion; but the doubt is, \vhetber I am called, in that
particular manner, to take its concerns on met so as to
make it. tbebusiness ofmy life; or whether to endeavo\'
to escape with my own life,' or to work out my. olhl
salvation, !te. is Dot the province God bas Galled me
to act in; so poor, 80 weak and polluted a \vorm as I
am. Yet, L know .I fitl, whatever I am c:aUed" to, I \
must love IAis ,Mount Zion, aud mUlt prefer the pt..os­
perity tber-eof above my cbief joy'"

T1}e attentive, judicious reader of this, win not be at
a loss, it is presumed, about t.he answer, "hi ch. she
received from her friend. ·The invisible tempte~f who
llates prayer, and especially those who live most in the
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sincere, engaged practice of it, took advantage of httr
sense .of her own meanness, weakness, unw9rthiness
and depravity, to sugge-st that she had, in all her enga­
gedness in this duty, and in the manner in \vhich she
had devoted' herselLto it, aspired to that which did not­
become her, from the pride of her'heart, aiming, here­
by, to distress her, and' dis'courage her fllOm proceeding
in this way.'" His' hand was very apparent it} these
exercises of hers.

It will be ohserved, by those who shall peruse her
writings, which are to be transcribed, that she consider­
ed the hand of sab\n .to be apparent in many sugges-

, tiong, \vhich ,wel"e mutlt to her mind; and while she
ascribed many things of this kind to him, ·she. consid­
el~ed l,,?rself to bl: wholly to blame for e.very wrong vol­
untary exercise of her heart, 0" the least compliance
with &uch sug~estions, and.as much so, as if the tempter
had no hand in them. And that this was nQt owing
to mere fancy and superstition, or was in the le~st un­
reasonable, or inconsistent with the Bible, aU must be
sensible, who prope."ly attend to the lnatter,- and ub­
serve that the. scriptures represent satan as an ad­
versary to all chrlsLians, a roaring lion, walk­
ing about seeking whom he may devour. And
they are said, in their christian warfare,.to "wrestle
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the"~arknessof this world, against sph'itual wick~d-

. ness in~high plares!' And al"e called upon to IJUt on
the whole armor of God, in order to ,vithstand the wiles
of the devil. And David and Peter, and maRy others,
wer~ assaulted and tempted· by this ad,ersary. No
wonder then, that when this p~rson, in her youth, was
disposed to renounce the dey il and his service, and
turn to the IJOrd'l and seek him with engagedness of
mind, satan should, 80 bestir himself, and eSe,rt all his
power and l cunning. to deceive and destroy her, ilnd
take all th~ advantage he could of her youth, Want of
~xperience, and small degree of doctrinal knowledge.
And it is reasonable to suppose that a person ((0 emin­
ently dev oted to religion and prayer, in opposition t.o
satan and his interest, as she 'was in t~e. after part of
life, should be, in a peculiar" manner 'anti degree, "as-
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sault,ed oy. the wiles or-the devil; especially, c.onsidel-·
iog ber situation aDd circumstance-s of body and mind.
They, who are most eminer.t in cha'istian exet"cises, and
constant and engaged in watching and praying, are not
only exposed to opposition from satan, ,in a peculiar
manner; but uOl1btless are commonly discerning and
sensible of his suggestions and assaults.
. l~he.se observations have been made, supposing they
may be of use to some who tnay read the following
sections, tspecially that which now otTers itself to tile
candid reader.

SBC'1'lON 11.

Containing an account of the' first part of her liie, written by
. . herself, in the 28th year of her a{te.

" S,OME obsorvable passages 10 my life, especially
'be first seventeen years of it f which I have collected
from some memorandums, and by the help qf my menl­
ory.; and now set them down, that I I1)~Y with more
e~se peruse them_ ' And as they are designed for my .
own use, I am no ways solicitous to omit any thing
that mar look trifiiog, if I'think the -recording it may
serve to a8imat~ me, and excite that praise in my soul,
wllich is everlastingly due to the g.'eat author and fin­
isher of 111y faith. -. A desire to revive a 'sense of this
in my soul has led me to review w~at I had formerly
written; and to recollect what my memory did J·etain ;
a~d no\v to put tbem together in the ordet ~tJi'eil'

dat~s, so tha.t being in this comp3s8, I might .relldily
look over them, wben I inclined, 01' 'needed it. And
here I hav~ begun from my early days. 0, may that
lame divine Spirit, which has worked all my works in
~~.'ever excite' the warmest sentiments afgratitude,
-.~and wonder, whenever I review lheJe recol"ds of

• f -.lif divine, unmerited displays ~f his grace 1"
, ,- -...._-:x:·----

I . \VAS early taught to. love, fear and' serve the
Lord•. My dear mother too~greatpains to form my

2'" -



~ 14 - LIFE. OF MISS ANTHONY.
,.

mind for God. 'An~d, blessed be God, who, by his Spirit,
follow,ec1 the good adv.ice, counsels and warnings; early
convinci~gme of my sinful state, and of the corrupt ..
fountain in my soul. The first sin that I· remember to
have been convinced of, was pride': and this I saw to
be in my heart, and from thenc.e it llad proceeded' .into
act. I think I was then 'bet-ween five and six :y~ars old.
And l'remembel' I was ·very anxious ·t~ ·know whether,
if I grew good then, God would forgive me: atkt'id­
quired of some of my frl~ds, as to thii matter." In- ~

•general the~y resolved my question" and read the
eighteenth chapter of Ezekiel to m~. - This put me
working with all my might; and ,keeping up .good
resolutions. But conviction wor.e off, and I remember
but. little of these concerns, until I wa.s about. seven or
eight years tild.. Then conviction did revive:" '. i ",saw
more of the sinfulness of my heart; but had no clear
knowledge of the way of salvatJon by Jesus Chri·st. ~ I
kne~ Christ died for sinners ; but how we became iD~

terested in his death, I was coufused. I had, though
young, a set of Dotjons of my own, and was excess~vely

superstitious. I worked hard. I quarrc;led with~ the
sovereignty of God. I remeolber, I felt my heal't .rise,
atld my enmity worked viQlentlYt to find there- was
more joy over one sinner that .repentfith, than over
Di~ty and nine just persons; for 1 had worked up my­
self into s.ch a good cenceit of myself, tbat I l'eaJly
thought I was one of ~he just persons... Q shocking
ignorance and presumption! But -~d) wbo,.J trust,
was determined to bring me home, would not sutTer
~e <finally to persist in this sc~eRle: but did multiply
convictieo. 1 forsook God, and fell into ,ins,-and was
roused again by convictione•

. 'But, as to the particular ei'~C\lmstallce8of a change,
,vhich I suppose to be about this time, I cannot remem­
ber them~ Ffbe most that I can rem'eJnber is, that I
,vas in great distress about my loul; that 1 saw tbe
insufficiency of any thing I could do to save me.. And,
about this time, had my heart much cal'ried out after
Christ,and·the \vay of salvation by him. And I remember
to have bee~ filled with comfort and joy in religion. I

. should not think these things were sufficient evidences
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that I had experienced a work of gra'ceo in my .ouJ,
had I experienced nothing Ulore since that time: but
what I trust I have since knewn of a wo,"k of God in .
my soul inclines me. to think my soul was then brf)u~ht

home to God ; that I then had true faith in (;00, if I
now have. I can much better remember the effects,
than the crrcumstances of· these things. And they
were such as these: knowledge, .faith and love, and
hatred or sin. _

As to my knowledge, though to this day I have
reason to be humbled to the dust that I know no more ;
and am often ready to ery out of my ignorance, that t­
am ignorant as a beast before the Lord. Ah! woe is
me, that I know DO more of God, and divine, spiritual
things. Yet my knowledge, however weal, is an evi- .
dence to me, that God did tlaen wor.k a wOl"k of grace
in. my soul. For now I began more clearly to see my
wretched state by n1itureoand practice; my need of a
Savior, and the \vay of salvation by him. My mind
was enlightened. and drank in many of the precio'us
truths or the gospel, about thj~ time. And from this
time I had a cle...er knowledge of Christ as mediator,
one chosen by the Father fur Binners, than' before.

As to my faith, which is an evidence of my change.
After this timet which I suppose to be about the eighth
or ninth year of my age, I did fl-equently endeavor to
give myself up to God, casting all my CO\1cerns on hitn ;
~embracing Christ as my only Redeemer; restmg on
him as my only high priest before God the Father.
And though, at this age, and under some disadvantages,
1 had .not a thorough doctrinal knowledge, which ren­
ders my experiences, at this time, .far less clear, than
otherwise they might have been, yet the actings of
my soul towards God, appear since to me, as far as' I
can discern, to be the real actings ofratrUCffaitI1.

Again, as to my love. Now was my soul taken up
ilL admiring the glorious way of salvation by Chl'ist.
He appcaared truly. amiable, as the Redeemer of lost
man. Nor was the Father's love less wonderful, in
giving his Son to die. I can remember to have been
e,ten wrapped up in ecstasy of lo\'e at1d wnnd~r. Ii"ot"

. some time my thoughts seemed ~ly to dwell anfl live
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.~ . : ...,dmirable views 'of. these things. I wondered

":, ~ J \VCfe no more admired and spoken of by others.
1 loved the word of Goci;toolt great delight in reading
it, alld in. all the exercises of religion. My greatest
detight Was to pour out my soul before God. I brought.
bt:fore him the- minutest concerns of my fife, and sought
bis direction and blessing. it was sweet to me to eye
God in all I ~id. . And God did graciously indulge nlY
love and sincerity, (though a_ttended with Dlany child­
ish weaknesses) and witnessed that he heard my pray­
ers. O! what enlargement did I now receive fl'VID a
kind and gracious Cod! And how was my soul taken
lip in love to God and religion ! And in hatted of sin!
wb~. is ano.ther evidence. I found a hat~d of aJl sin,
as sin, coiltl'ary to a holy God. And remember to
have examined myself by that markt -and found it was
80.1 as far as I could find out; th·at I did hate sin, fOl­

sin's sake, and love holinesll, fol' holiness' sake.
rfhus I went on for sorne timeo, .if) the comfe-rts or

reliR'ion, and in the practi£e of the duties of it, ~eary
-of the world, and longing after God; desirous of the
salvationl of others. In particular, I remember to have
the soul of my youngest siste~ much on my hear••
She was about six years and a half younger than I was;
and I used to put her to bed. And I mdde it my prac­
tice, when I had done, to kneel down, undiscovered, and
seek God's special blessing, and constant protec.Hon f01­

her. 0 that G<,d may fulfil my earllest requests .for.
Iter.
. But after some time I begaD to lose these good im­
pressions, and get in love with childish vanities and

"'~plays. And thus .my heart declined from God and duty.
Yet. for ~ver blessed be God, who did not suffer me

...wtb~Hy to lose these religious impressions: but folJowed
me \vith his Spirit, though I strove to disregard -him,

Ja.nd follow Iny sports and plays, for which tny lnother
.reiJroved me ; and 1 resolved ~gainst them 1 yet feD

, again. And thus I con(inu~d, often afraid and ashamed
to pray, until forced to it by some distl"e~sing pl'ovi ..
den"Ce: and then I would continue steady for a wh.ile ;
as \vhen by a sudden stroke God took from me my ~Id·

est sister whom I greatly loved. I then Mew to GoJ
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for relicfanc1 support t and that the blow might be sane· .
tilled to the ,vhole fan1ily. Thus, w'hen tr.oubte was
near, I poured out my prayer to God. But, alas! I
was not steady anc1 constant 'with God. My peart; af­
ter all that God had done for me, and aU I had engaged
for God, was no'v bent to backslide fttom Goa, and
1votdd have fatally at>ostatized froln hitn,' had he not

_kept me by' his mighty power, frool which none shall
" be ever able tQ pluck his chHdren; h~ having engap;ed

to carryon the work he bas begun, ,viII assuredly fulfil
bis Purllose. l~his I verily believe; for otherwise!
~ad neVel· been recovered' front· such foul, ungrateful
.\Vanderin~s. 0, how long did God wait to 1?e gracious 1
How many merci~s did he b~sto\" on me! How many
gentle reproofs! How many kind calls and entreaties
did he use! But still I forsook the Lord my!Redeemer.

And now he began to hide his fAce fl·om me, and suf­
fer,satan to besel nie. 1\'Iy sinsllppeared great,..and.I
was covered with d"rkness and cOl\fu~ion. I appeared
to myself ahlazingly ignorant. And here satan st'.'o\'e
to pel~suademe that 1 had better let ioeligion alone, until
I \vas o16~1~. l"hen 1 should ltI10'v 'how to enga"ge in it.
And I was tempted to believ~ all the darkness and
trouble I foUnd was owing to my being.so young, (hat
I had not sufficient k~owledge to engage in an~ thing
of r~1igion. 0 what distress was' I. n<YW in! I found I
could not cast off God, and the concerns of nlY soul;
nor coulcl I se.em to pursue them to any purpose. .f
bad set fu'y hand to the plough. and dare not rt:solvedly
look back, and cast off all thoughts of God and my soul;
ilor would God suffer me'thus to do. 'No, adored be
the blessed God, who ,vas· DO\V ab6u't ttl bring me near
"imself. Satan had often suited his tem.ptatiQll to my
ehildish' thoughts, and suggested that I c.oufd not be
cont~nted jf Iwent to heaven; for I could not be con­
tented here always in one place. I returned the ques-

. tion, how 1 she\11d be contented in hell? But here he
sug~ested the variety of cOln~Pany, I re~~lnber. This
tempfation followed" me closely. But the otber, con­
c'erning my being too young to engage in reliKion, was
Dow very' power:ful. I found mys~lt entangled in a'
labyrinth of darknes~ and c~nfusion. God had jus.t1y

I . .2. .-



18
.#

LIFi OF MISS i\NTHONY.

11id binnelf from me. 1'he teachings of· his Spil"it
seemed to be gone, and 1 groped in the dark. I foun"
not a bxe(l reliance on Christ, to carryon his work in
nlY soul; but ofttn engaged in DIy own strength.J
alld then was Coiled. I ,vas often ready ~o think, I
never would advise pne so young as I was, to set ab<?ut
religion; for 1 greatly feared I never should obtain
Jhe favor of God ; but should make shipwreck of faith:
not considering Christ's care of his young,· inexperi­
enc-ed disciples; that. these have a peculiar interest in
his Blest tender Cflre ; and that his promise is to SUCll

as seck him earry~ that they shall find him. Nor was
I sufficiently humble.d u,nder my wicjted departure
f,'om God.

0, had God now left me, what had I done, but
·oined with satan, and utterly forsook the Lord! But ·
hUB he follo\ved rile with the convictions 6f bis Spirit,

sometilnes .reps-oving; somctinles enlightenillg and ,
encouraJ?,ing IDe; sometinles suffering satan to assault
me, unul the year )140,· ,vhen the Rev. l\fr. ''Vhite­
field came here. 1 altt:nded his preaching, and \\·88

quickened to give more diligeJlce to make my caJliDg
and election sure. I read more, and listened lDore at­
tenti vely , to the truths of the gospel. And there being
lno.-e talk of religion now, I got more acquaintance
with the work of God in _the souls of his people, and
resolved rnore diligently to labor after a life of holiness,
and inward confoflnity to God.

But here satan, as a liOD roused; roat"ed afterJlis prey t

and beset me, to persuade me my day of grace was
over; that all my st"ivings would not &ignify any thing;
that God had cast me off: And now, as I had forsook
God, he justly poured an~lIish and terror ioto my soul:

. and I cried out with Heman, U 1 am' ready to die;
"hile I suffer thy terrors I aID distracted. Deep c.alleth
110to deep at the noise of thy ,vater spouts. All thy
'Va\'es and thy bill:xvs are gone over me !" Satan was
permitted to fin my mind with tbe most horrid blasphe­
mies. He that had, but just befol'e, tried to persuade­
!ftc; I was too young to be 'religious,' now -turned his
temlllation to. persuade me it was too late; that 1

. • She was then in her fourteentll year.
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~bould· never obtain mercy; that there was no hope for
Dle; that I had better curse God and die! And again

,he would persuad~ me there. \VelS no God, 00'- any thing
in religion.. But, I felt the arrows of,·God within me.
I roared, by reason of the disquietude of my soul; and
was strongly beset to lay yiolellt hands on nlyself, verily .

. fearing, jf I lived, I ~hou)cl ..be .a most blas.phemous·
wretch; being strongly· and violently urged to utter "
some shocking imprecations on God, aUQ my 'own soul,
and every thing ·sacred. O·! hOlY many hOUI'S have I
spent bewailing a lost God, and a lost Heav~n; crying
out," I am undone! I am undone! condemned.aJrearly,
and shall be da~ned !" ,Ple·ading with God-to stop my
impious breath, before it utter~d th9se dreadful, blu­
phemies. And I believe a bloody inhunlan butchel'l
v"6J:1Id have been more welcome to my tortured breast,
than a reprieve to a condemned criminal. For sJltan
began to persuade me that I was a de,'il" incarnate;
that God had raised and set me up as a mcmument of
his wrath and vengeance; ,and that; if I lived, I should
but show the enmity, rage and language of h~ll. '1'hen
he_would persuade me to call God1s justice intb.queCj•

. \jon, and impiouslycbarge him with injustice, i.n suf-
fering Dle to Ii ¥e. "

'fbat threatening was come upon me~" In tile morn­
ing-thou shalt say, V\'ould God it were- evening! And
at evening thou shalt say, "Vould God it were mornin~!"
I was. now on the brink of despair.; but never had
opened my ~efie to any person.' ·1\ly friends, as I after­
wards found, were milch distressed about me-; and
some fear~d I was going into despair~ ) had cast off
aU regard for my body.' One of. IDy hands, I had S(f

long neglected, only when I wFungit in. distress, that
j~ began. to witKer and pe,-ish.. I had scarce dny com-,'
mand or me of it. ,. ,This, with the hO~'Irors1)f lily mind,
Dlade me appear'awkwa''Id and singular, to those who
knew not my case. Anp one sharply r.eproved me for
it, tel1\Dg me,.she was ashamed of me, before company;
thou.gJ) this I ,shunned, and never would be seen,. if 1
could help ,.it. This usage, with satan's viol~nP"
assaults" Jlad been too. hard for me, had not .God· gra­
ciollsly ,in~l'paaed, and ba:ougllt 990(1 OU~ of it. For this
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satan took the advantage 'Ortne, ·to worry and distract
. my soul. 13ut I,hafl heard my dear parentb lamenting

, -- my case, wilh the utmost te!1derness. And one repeat­
ed to th~m t he treatment I had before met with.. l'hey
sharply reproved the action, and eXIJl'"essed tl \.:ir distress
for me, char~in~ all to treat me with the uttnost tender-

• ness. ·l'his \vo,"kecl po\verfully on my affections. I
took the Bible and sat down to read. 'rhe first words
I met with were these, Psalm ev. 13." I..ike as a father
pitieth his children; so·the Lard pitieth them that fe~u" •
~im'" l'hey appeared quite new to me. I 'vas filled
with a sense of the coolpassion and love of God, -who
before appeared 88 a tert'ible Being. 'And now I
entertained sOlne little encoul·a~enleJlt.

But, though the least gleam of hope ,vas like life to
the d~ad, yet it did not last long. Satan had not g }fIe

to the utmost of his pe:rmission. Thou~h God merci­
fully afforded some ,supports, that I mif-tllt.not be quite
out done; }·et, he wisely fo.·esa\v I needed nlOI'C

pruning, b~fore I should bring forth fruit: and. there­
fore, Buffet ed sotan sliH to vex my soul. Which liberty
he improved in th.e most shocking and blasphemous
suggestions. that a cursed fiend could throw into 1111

mind. Every mercy Was an occasion to dart thenl into
my mind; andl was even ,.ea.·y of my life l'he~
thoughts of hell wert: not so terrible to me as those
blasphemies of God. But what added to my distress.
1Vas, that I thought these we.l'e the produce of toy own
heart; that it was from tbe enm1ty of my nature against
God, and not from satan, that they did proceed. rrhis ad­
ded vastly to my distress: for i thought myself one of

, the worst of monsters; and often wished that I might be
annihilated, and that I might never she,v forth this
accursed enmity of. n1Y heart in hen. ' (), it was a most
sh~king, tormenting thought to me, of joining ·with
devils iD. blasl)heming God and JtsUS Christ; aqd I
thollf;ht if I was damned, l wished I might beaT' my
tornu:nt, without an imt:;ous r~proach oa the bles9ed
Cod. Yea, I made this the matter of my pr~yer to God
and acknnw)t:dt;ed his justice. '
. 1"hus I con tinued. In the year 1741, the R6.". '\fr.
Gilbert rrennent came here. He had beea here before i
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but I had never heard him. Bllt··now I went. And
some of my friends, being mucll ~ffeeted under the
wo.'d,expre"sse'1 their concern to me, telling me, 'they
"Wished they had be~n as much (,oncerned for their
80uls, as tJley thought I ,vas. This roused me. I
burst into tt:ars, and told them they did. not know \\7hat
a dreadful creat~re 1 Was; what'dreadful thoughti I
bad. And exclaimed against myself Blost terribly;
assuring them they c0!11~ not once think how bad I

,was. . But, 0, how was I harassed and worried, after
I had told this to them! Satan worked on my-pride, ...to
make me -ashamed that I had let any body know holY
bad I was. I thought they would not think me fit to
live. I was ready to think everyone would look on me
to be such 9 monster, as was never heard of before.
With many entt eaties I was prevailrd on, in the ev'e­
ning, to Yisit Mr. Tennent.. But my month was shut.
I dared not speak a'word, only yes, or no. But) gained

'liA'bt by this worthy minister's preaching and conver-'
sation. For eYer blessed be God that I saw him.

But, after tbis, I was terribly distressed by these
words, '·lle that made you, will not have merey on you -;
and h,e that formed you, will shew you no favor." Of­
the terrors of these words wt:re like fire in my soul !
Again, satan persuaded me not to'pray (or grac.e ;' for
if I had grace, I should be under such infinite obJiga-.
tions to God fOl- it, and I ·s.lro,?Jd never live up to them,
that I should be worse offlhen than now. I could not
th~n see 'through the fallacy_ of this temptation. 0, Itow
subtil is satan in-managing his 'temptations! First
dark~ningour minds, 8b to some powerful truths; and .
thto he suits his temptatiOD$ 80 artfully that the most
judicious are sometimes nonplused. And no wOllder
then, that a poor, tgnerant babe, who kne\v but ver)t Httle
of the doc_trinaI or exptrimental part of rtligion, was
so overpowered. And surely I had been utterly con..
fotlnded~ had not the' l~ord, stro'ng and mighty, the Lord
mighty in battle, eng'4Ct:d for n1e, supported and
sustained my soul. An instance of this I aUl now come ..
to. One night I ,vas worn ~ut with conflicts and
combats. Despairing of help, I wen't into my charrlbel",
and thr6W myself on the bed, unable t~ _~es~st any
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longer; there to give up all hopes of mercy~ .' But r
fell asleep, so that I- remembered no mo~, until the
next morning. I awaked with all my clothes on, as I
was the day before: but my mind Was more composed.
I was at first startled, that one under such distress could­
sleep thus.. But I recollected that' the disciples of our
Lord were said to sleep for sorrow of heart. Though
my inward trials were great now ; y~t Go~ graciotl$ly
afforded me timely relief and 8uccor, more than I had
heretofore, or· perhaps "I had failed under. so long a­
pressure of soul. ' ,
- Again, twas distre-Jsed, a-nd almost"ready to despair,
be~at1se my trials we,re of .50 long continuance; and
my heart began to faint. Satan -s,et in to persuade me
there was no hope for me,seting I hed been in this
condition so long, and was no nearer deliverance than
at first. Now my soul was r~cked with tormen.ting
~gony; in which I ·took up the Bible, not knowing
.what to do, or scarce \vhat I did do. But, to' my, sur­
prise, I lit on thGae words, .Iohn v. 6. " When Jes~s sa\v
him lie,. and knew that he had been now a 10ng time in
that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whQle ?"
Here I saw the compassionate R-edeem~r shewing his
compassion t9 one long disfressed; that this was no
obstacle in his \vay; that, hoB Jlis powet- was not limited,
neither wa~ his goodDe~s: pu~ even this, that "·as an
objection 'agoainst my" hope., seemed to be· given here,
for some reason,ol" motive Jhat excited Christ's pity.
". When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been
,a long time in that. case," Stc. 1"his was my case. I

_
.[ had ~en now_ a lon~ time in a very distressed. condition ..

And If Jesl1~ had compassiJn 011 him, ,vhy nlight he not
I on Ine.? Froln this I took ell<;oura~ement: the poWer

and goodness of the kind Savior. My d~rkness vanish­
~ ed; my distress flt:d; and I cast nlyself on this gracious
t G_od for' help,. believing he would appear for me, and
1 show mercy, and bruise satan under n1Y feet•. 0, bow
l did this -revive my droopi~ soul, and cause me to
\ rejoice! - ..
~'::=' But I ,vas soon again plunged i11to terrible distre3s.
" }l'or, though satan was forced to flee, he' soon returned

\Vith redoubled fury Ol~ me. Yet, by these conquests
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of my Savio, oyer him. -I was kept from utter de-spair.
I was again assaulted, so that 1 see'med as one really
possessed of the devil.: ,For, when at SCi:ret prayer, I
was so snrprisec1, hurried and distracted, as to
start .right up, and run about. not knowing what I did,
or. why I did it ; only that satan -seemed to have the
fuJI power of me. Arid someti-mes some out\vard
things have been 80 managed, that 1 could not but think
satan worked powerfully by these to elf,'ight and terrify
nle·: because, at the v-ery instant that my mind has
been thtown itlt.O the most amazing disorder and con­
fusion, some outward surprisals bave rusbed' on me, .
which could not be otherwise well accounted for. Yet,
blessed be G:od, satan was never permitted to present
any thing te my ~ily eyes, or ears; nor did I ever
think J heard any voice, or saw any vision, either (roln
hea".eB 'or heIJ.· My fancy, or imagination, was n~vel'

carried away, and so imposed on me, as to'think 1 heard
any thing, that,'had a peculiar respect to me, beyond'
~bat the word of God has revealed. And this I have
o£t~n~tbougbt of; with gr~titude !O God '; especially
when I consi4er hQw prone my constitution is to th~l
lively w.orkings of fancy. Nor did the sqleet comforts
'of the gospel, and the joys I have since felt, proceed \
from a1\Y such im3inary transports; but, I trust, have
been agreeable to divine revelatton in the scripture~,

.. and to reason. I think 1 have abundant cause to adore I"

a.nd bless that God who has preserved me' from such t

sordid notions of vital religion, on which some persons ;
of wild imagination. have laid great stress, vi~. hearing j

voices, see·ing v~sio~s, being in trances, and seeing their ._J
names written in heaven, 8te.

But though tbi-s, through the grace of God, was not t:ny
case; Y1,-;;t satan, had great power to frighten and disu-ess
me; especially after I had been engaging in the wor­
ship of God. And I would be tilled with 'such .hor.·or,
that I could'rest in -no one posture; but rolling fl'om
place to place; wringing tny hands; expostula.twg witli
God to take me out of the world: for \\~hat Drofit could
it be to hinl, that I should live to dishonor hi; great and
tlreadful name.·.. Ana here all former temptations seem­
ed to l'edouble their f<?rce. I \V&5 r.eady to wish I never
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~ad been.: and that 1-was ally thing but_ a livinc BOUt".
It is impossible for the tongl1~ or pen of mortals to
describe the agony of my. SO~~. the amazing load that .

I ~ressed 011 me_. I se~~ed as ~bougb I --shQuld have
1 twis!~(L~Y£!! ..1lmle._Q.!'-t:.?fit8 place: and have often since

", wondered that I never disjointed a bone, when, thr~ugh
I the violence of m.y d~stress, I wrung my hands, t\visted
i every joint, and strained every nerve_;- biting my flesh ;
, gnashing DIy teeth; throwing myself on the floor. But
, Of how di~ th~ s\lpporti~K hand of God still uphold llle,

though· I sa'~ it not, but..thougbtmyself abandoned a~d

given over of God. - Yt:t, no\v I see infinite wisdom,
grac.e and love, accont})anying all these dispensati.ons·
towards me. And "lust adore thy for ever a~orable

goodness, Lord, for' thou hast done all things well.
TheseafRic~ions, which were, indeed, not joyous, but
gl·ievoys, now yield 'the peaceab~e.fruits of righteous-

'ness. Here I see the wisdom, power and goodness of.
my glorious Redeemer.. Verily, he ,is infin~tely worthy
my st~adfast. trust, ·'a,nd everlasting confidence. . j.'rolD
hel\ce I find powerful motives. and vast encourage~ent
for future trust and reliance. . .. f ~

But--to return. 1\1y distress inc~a$ed on me, until
the necessal'ies of li(e grew tasteless. And ber-e salaa
set in to persuade me I had finally indulged niy appetite.
And when I attempted to eat, it. would be suggested,
that I was th~n increasing .my coqdem~ation·.: And
while I was Qnder this teJIlptation ,I m~t with tl)ese
,vCJrds: Rom. xiv. 23. " tIe that dQubteth is damned, ·if
he eat." I did not consider it had no referenc,e to QUa.­

common, daily f~od ;, but. to what was offered to idols.
But the t~mpterwould per~uade me it was just my ~ase;

for.l was ~opvjnced it was a sin; and yet weut on.
This tbrew mc into greater hOl:ror and I resolved to
deny mys~lf. Had satan te~pted me Wholly to refrain,

. and starve myself, I should have seen it to be a tempta­
tion of nis. But ~ was only tempted to mortify and
cross m)Yappetite. Every mea~ I was ~empted to refrain
fra;m that.. and so o~. This the family soon began to
perceive, that I withdrew 2--t meal times, not knowing
th~ occasion of it. But, one day, bavinc sat \lotil din­
ner was brou.ght ~n) I then r~tire~. I was !ent for; but

.. ' .
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mad~ a~ excuse. l\fy mo~her, being very uneasy, came
once and again to my chamber dODl" ; and at last desired
to come in.. I dared not refuse; but wished I Inight
bave been excused from openihg my door. 'Vhet, she
came; ·if.; slle affectionately ask~d 'rne, WIJot 'lWI8 the 'ltl'ft­
("~r? And whether I could not tell Ii mueller my tl'ouble& ?
After many ~truggles with nlyseJ~ I 'old Ill·'". SJl!L
cautioned and wa·rned me; and endeavored to comfort
Hre 6y he.. o~iieXPinences~-BtI1' thelem·Ptat~otl_and ..
(cap in SOJih~ itieiSUi e j eniained, ~hough I had hot such
opp~rtunjty to yIeld; and that crosse~ s·atan's desh-e.
Before- this I had been so-long harassed and terrified
with the dismal appt·eheusions of certain, unavoidable .
daMnatjon, that though I took only enough to preserve
life, yet every mouthful seemed to seal up my con·
,demnation. And therefore I seemed ready to give up, and
wholly abstain, rather than endort: the distresi·-of mind
that every mQfsel J took filled me with. For ever
blessed be God, 'that this temptation ,was" discovert-d.
Por, thQugh 1 had been 11lQst furiously beset to Jay vio­
lent hattds on myself, through all my temptations; yet,­
blessed be God! 1 never was left to make any attempt
on my life. But in this satan worked more subtilly,
and I could not see any conspiracy against my Ii fe :' but
my design was to mortify my~elf. 0, bow hard is it to
see tb1'O\Jgh \ the wiles of satan, when be appears as en
angel of light, "s-he now did ! .

But soon after this, being alone in my chamber, satan
assaulted me .most fiercely to put an end to my life : for
never was anyone in such a condition before; th'at l
was an outcast, rejected of God; tbctt I had better put
an e~d to my life, than live to treasure up wrath against
the day of wrath. The c,·uel mstrUtDcnt \Vas present"
to acconlplish the heUish design. "rhis -tetnptation
rushed on me with such impetuous force, that I found
!t WO\lJc\ be highly dangel:~us to stay there. The fam·'·
11y being gone to bed, I thought I would, go too, rather
than stay alone, lest I should be quite-' overpowel"etl'.
But no\v satan shifted, and fil.J~d 'me ,v;th 'distressing
apprehensions of awaking in . hell. to frighten me from
Roing tu bed, He that would-have brought In~quick
tl1ere, in' a dreadful plullg~now opened the tt:rrors of

3
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it, to fdghten me fl"om my sleep. ... But 1 found, as soon
aa I began to decline going to bed, or leaving the room.
the temptation to destro y ~yself revived with greater
force. This was a most violent conflict; and I ran out
of the room.; and as J passe<l another chamber, I saw
a book lie, in which my sister had a little before been
reading. I.t happened to be Mr. C~)1·banfs Advice to
Sinners under Conviction, &c., with some Scruples of
the rrempted re30lved. I bad never seen 01- heard Qf
the book before; nor knew that there \\·as any such
book in the house. Butt in tb.e -distress of my mind, I
totJk it up; aqp, the first words I saw in it, were these :

· . 1. "Although thy present condition be deplorable.
yet be 'not ~hy own executioner, if God will gi¥e thee
" reprieve ~n the world. W hen thou art tempted to it,
I solemnly charge thee to remember, that God hath for ..
bidden it, ~ayiDg, Thoy shalt Dot kin. .

2,. "In the hour of temptat·jon go not out in thy
o\vn strcDg~h. Look to Christt and keep thy: hold of
him, who is able to-kee;p thee from fallillg. The Lord
hath laid help on one that is tnigbty. P~alm lx:wxix. 19.

:3. "Give no place to the devil. Be not affrighted
froOI continuing in thy calling; for the Lord hath
promised to keep thee in all thy ways; and his angels
shall have charge ~ver thee. Psalm xci. 11, 12.

4. "'fhou 4rt ,g.'ossly mistaken in thinking no case
like thine. t·or no temptation hath taken you, but such
as is common to Dlen. 1 Cor. x. 13. Many ,of God's
dear c..bildren have been a8 vehemently _assau~ted \vith
such hellish temptatiolls, though thou thinkest thy case
cannot be. paralleled, and have been recovered; and

, their unbelief and all thei~· ,ad conclusions confuted.
5. "WIlen thou art tempted ~ to sin, flee to that

promiset Isai. liv. 17. " No weapon formed against thee
shall prosper.. The God of peace sball bruise satan
under thy feet shortly. Rom. xvi. 20. God is faithful,
\vho will not sutTer thee to be tel11pted above that thO\l

art able lo bear:" \
But, 0, \vith what wonder arid astonishlnent dill I.~ad

these lines, so peculiarly adapted to n,y case! 'Vas I
t~nlpted to that loul shuddering sin, self·m\ll'd~l-? .Here
is a caution, .command an'!. promise, to the cOJ)lri.lry,

-.
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from the word of God. Or am t tempted to think there
.never was anyone in such a case as (hat ih which I
am? Her~ satan is proved a liar from the wOt'd of God ..
01" am I. affl"ighed fr~m sleep, which is my ealling, in
tht: p~oper season of it? 1 have a- caution' not, to- give
way to it, and a promise to rely upon'. Thu9l

, wi~"h an
t!nCOlnnl0n power, were the words applied to my present
ca~~. What a sudden tinexpected proyidence was here ,!
And at once 3atan felt the force of tl.e·se commissibned
lines, and fled the field. The seed of the woman bruised
the serpent's head, while he was bruising but his heel.
For now I saw the po\ver,.wisdom and goodness of tha~

Being, whom I was tempted to dis~lieve. I saw the
tl·uth of that word, which satan had told me' there was
no truth in ; and 1 saw satanta ,be a liar., The darkn,ess
and horror disappeaTed. This was the' I.~ord·'s doing,
and it was marvellous in mine eyes. 'rbere was no
human contrivance in it. I saw the pO.1¥t!r and grnce
~fChrist. He matrifested himse'lf t6 he the Lord strong
and mightry, tbe Lord· mighty in battle, and worthy my
confld~nce.· 0',· how unutterable my joy ! I sang of free
sllrprisj-ng grace; and, with the leper, was Gehstr'dined,
Dy gratitude afld,IMe, to return and give glory to God.

N ow I felt but little disposition for sleep. My whole
soot 1'fas carrie~ out in praise" and admiration, while I
Jay in the dust, cryipg out, Why' me '! Lord, ,,~hy me?
Why' hast thou stooped to regard so unworthy a worm
as I ? 0, how free and.sovereign did this grace appeal" !
How did I triumph in God, casting my Whole sOlll and
body on him !' And when I:lay down to r~st, how sweet
to commit myself into his hands, s3ying, " I will fear no
evil, for thou art with me." Now I saw the \visdom of
God, in all his dealings with me; and did rejoice iB
hope that I was oDe of his called according to' his pur­
pose; since those very I temptations, which I feared
were against me, DO\V worked together "for m"y good ;
displaying to me the power, \visdom, and grace of God ;
exciting my faith and love to more sensible exercise ;
and confirming in my mind many scriptures, the truth,
of which I had been long ready to dOUbt of. For in my
haste I had said, " All men are liars. \Vhere are his
promises 1 Do thty fail i" But now I said, C~ l"r.ue a~d

• 4 •
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faithful is the w'ord of the Lord, &c. 0 w,ho cd set
bounds to the infinite grace and love of G04 !

I ,vonde,' at, and adore tbe-lo-ve of God in regarding
·an y of the fallen apostate race of rebelling mall.· I aID
surprised at his condescensions, when I read of" his
dealings \vith his eminent servants, who al'e ~s pi1lars
in his house, and·suc~ from wb,ommay reafionably be
~x'Pec~ed some suitable returns, 'though none can com­
pensate the least act of bis grace: .But, 0, how does­
mv wonder rise, even ~o astonishment, w.lIen I review
b~t \\' hat my tl'eacherous meinory yet retains of his
dealing with unworthy me! 0, my soul, God- knew
thee to be a helpless, worthless, depraved worm. ' He
knew thy station and capacity were low and meant and

-thy iIigl'atitude, sloth and negligence great, and unbe-'
cOining thee. He knew what poor ret\lrOS thou w~llkJSt.

make. And yet, 0 'SurpPising grace! '_ beli~ve -ther'e'
are many" of the forlner to \vh()m he~ never afforded
.nlore speedy succor and relief, than tQ me.· V~ril~~_ e
God.. it is like thy natur,e, imnlense and boundless.. For­

:~1.hou hast cbQsen the oal\e thing's of .thi~ worl<f;-Ga-t.es
.. and socklUlgs; yea, 'things that ape not, to shew forth

'thy' pow~r and grace. ,0, the height and depth er
unsea rchable grace and lcfve. !

But to ·retul;'.', Now I en'ga~ed to be the Lord·s, anfI'
bound myselfto him in a short written covenant, which

, 1 find dated ()et. 19, 1741.· And 1 enjoyed some more
freedoln fram those violent distresses, which I had :iuf- ­
Cered ; but was not wholly delivered. For my fear
a~d temptation reUlIned at times, thou~h not so con­
'8taDt as f01"lnerly. And God graciously allo~ed me
some near access to him in pl'ayer. A very littre after
this I was seeking'God for a particuJartemporal mercy;
and \vas powerfully quieted by these words. Maith.
vi. 33. ." Seek first the k'ingdom of God; aRd his
righteouSlless, and all these' things shtlll be added unto
,you." l'bis gave my mind a calm turn. ~~nd though
,I had no prospect of the speedy accompJishrnetlt of my
request; yet I believed in t,he promise, and It=ft it with
God, and ,vas as well ~a\isfied as if I had seen it done~

• She then \vanted six days of being 15 years old.
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And, before night, to the wondel' of many, it was atcom­
plisht;d. I was -filled with su~h a humbling sense of
the goodness of (;od, and my own vil~ness,that I sat as

_ ooe not cuncerned in t.be matter; while others were
rejoicing, and calling on me, t() know if .1 was sorry .

. But my soul \vas engaged in adoring God as the authol·
of all"my tnercies, and in sealing to the truth of his
word, that he was a God hearing prayer.

I now began .more strictly to examine those princi­
ples of religion in which I had been educated. But to
find Christ, and be found in hiot, \vas the prevailing
conc.ern of DiY life. for I was so often plunged into
new distresses, that I could not pursue. any thing
steadily. Yet I embraced those pl'inciplt.s, which I
thought mOlt agreeable to divine revelation, wit~out

changing nlY profession.- But, when 1 had light and
hupe about myo\vn state, 1 was disposed to look into
these matters. But I feared to be too mpch tQgaged
in any thing that did not immediately concern my
getting into Christ, by a true and vital· union to bim.
Now my soul longed after him, and the language of
my whole heart was for a Christ,.a whole Christ, in all
his offices, on his own terms; and tha~he would mani­
fest hilDself to me : .giving up myself to· hiln ; enga­
ging to be lIis; afl"aid of every thing that might offend
him. I had some discovery of Christ as a complete
Savior_ Yet tbere was much of &. l~gal spirit in me,
w bich often filled me with great terror, and hideous
fears of condemnation.' And satan set in with it, and
w,ouJd tempt me to many things indifferent ill them40

... selves; yet vt:ry inconvenit:nt and burdensome to me.
But if I refused ~~ objected, bell and unavoidable dam­
nation to the ditohedient, was the doleful peal rung in
my cars. ~ea, he persuaded me every refusal was a
seal on my condemnation. And the.-efore, for tbe sake
of quietness, I yielded, and so brought myself under
such a yoke of bondage to satan, al gave him vast PO\v­
er oYer JOe. 1 kept many days of fasting aDd prayer;
and often ~niedmyself almost aU the comforts of life.

\
• She was educated in the profession of the ~aker6, as h~r

parents were of that denomination•
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I \1sed p;reat severity with myself, even to cruelty'; o.f­
tt"D taking for food that which ,vas most disagreeable, 'to
mortify myself. I mortified a g"atlful dispoSition of
60U), by embittering my mercies. In all which I was
very pi-ivate. :Numberless were the mistakes and er·

-1·0~S, into which I ran at this ·time. Howeve.·, th~ugh

_satan u~ged me on to thing.s, to an ext'lIeme, yet, I trust,
God blllought good out of it, and taught me much of a
gospel self denying spirit.

About this tinle the Rev. Mr. 'Vheelock came her~,

and preached frolU tbes~ words, 2 Cor. xiii. 5 ~'Ex­

amine yourselves, whether ye be ill the faith," &c. l"his
put nle op a serious inquiry into the-state-of my 80\,11 ;

,vhich I had SC-flrce allowed myself to do befere:' but
'rather inclined to fix in my mind that I had no true faith,
than to admit a thought that possibly I had~But· now
I made son\e inquiry; and dare not deny thQse eviden­
ces, ,vhich were Dlentioned frool the scriptu~es. And,
bye set-mon of the Rev. Mr. DickinSon on the witness
of the Spirit, I fouod,.as I thought, farther grouhd to
hope I had experienced a work. of grace in my soul.
But had greater discaveries of the corruption of my
heart: and was often amazed and confounded; especi­
ally under ~1r. Wheelock's preaching: but not so as to
lose my-hope; though it wa~ often very low. .

But now as I had some .hope a.nd relief, I set myself
to pursu~ the i~quiry into the. principles of religion. I
read Barclay's Apology; l\Ilr. Vincent's Exposition of
the Asseulbly's Catechism; and several othel' authors
on the same subjects; with some treati~s on the ordi­
nances. And e"pecially comparing them with ,cripture.
And, upon the whole, after prayer and_ supplication to
God for direction, ac.cording to th~ best light I could

- get, ,vitbout applying to any person, on ODe side or the
other, I 'was convinced that the ordinances of Bapti&m
and tht: Lord's Supper were of divine appointment at
first. And I found they had been kept up in the church
by th~ apostles; and could find no .proof fl'om scripture
thal. they were ever abolished, as the ceremonial law
\vas: and therefore still were in force, ilnd ought to be
practised by christians. I was now conv inced th~y

,vere the positive com·mand, of Christ, and not to be
slighted or neglected.



·LIFE OF MISS ANTIIONY~ 31

As to ~he doctrines of grace, the hnputatioD 0 f Adam's
sin; \he corruption of our nature; justification, by the
imputation -of the righteousness of Christ, through
faith in him; the divine sovereignty, that grace was

-absolutely free and sovereign, witl10ut any foreseen
.merit or worth in the creature, according to Rom. ix.
1 I)et. i. and many other passages of scripture to the
same' pUfllose ;. and the othel~ doetriues of the gospel,
as set forth by the Assembly of Divines at Westmin­
steT~ 1 did verily believe them~~o be most agreeable to
'be word of God; which I believe to be. the only rule­
of faith and practice ;. by whi~h the Spirit of God doth
lead us into all truth. I did embrace these doctrines,
aceording to the best light I had, {after a diligent inquitoy

- after the truth) as most worthy of God, and warranted by
)lis word, for me to receive and walk in; not condemn­
ing others, who did not see as I -did. Yet I still con­
tinued'in tbe way in which I had- been educated, waiting
on (;od for farth-er light and establishment. l'his wal
in the beginning of the year 1142.· -f

But to return to the inward exercises of l1)y mind, in
respect to the state army soul. God saw I needed far- i
ther humblin~foreI roiaht enjoy the abundant con- ~

solations of the gospel: 'and therefore he suffered me t
frequently to be plunged .. into the depths of distress. \
And indeed as soon as my distress was a little abated, I.. f
began to think myself secure and. hard~ned, and feared ;
that God was about to leave me ; and so co\'eted my .~.

former distress again. And God was pleased again to'
let satan loose, as it were, upon tDe; until I became a
very, terr·or to myself, choosing strangling and death, .
rather than liCe. I'must fetch language from hen, would '
I exprels the horrid ~uggestionswhich were continually
injected into my dark, confused mind. All the temp­
tations I ever read of were mine; -and many of which 1
Deyer beard of; with the most amazing horror; 80 t.hat
I thought I anticipated the terrors of the d"mned, and
was on the very brink of despair. 0, let me never for­
get these awful days! Wha~ tongue c:an express such
distress, or heart conceive lucb terror} My heatt \las.

• Wh~n ahe bad entered OD the l$hyear of her age.
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laid open ill the most shocking colors. I had' often
prayed that I might .be led into its horrid- deeps ;~but
bow dreadful the sight! I had utterly fainted under it,
h~d not the unseen arm of Jeho,:ah sustained me.
What pride! what enmity! what hypocrisy! 'Vhat
~arnality 'and .self-confidence, were here discovered ! 0,
what a monster did I appear! I wondered that a' holy
Cod would suffer me to tread on his earth, or breathe
in his air. ' .

And thus I continued until about June or July; when
the Rev. l\tlr. Fi~h of Stonington came here. He
.preached from these words," '\Therefore, he is able
also to save. them to the uttermo~t, that come unto God
by him." He ob8e~ved, that here none were excluded,
but such as had committed the 'unpardonable ·sin. It
was a sermon fu11 of encouragement. But satan set in
to persuade me that wa,smy case; and therefore there

I was- 110 hope for me; for I had, under these violel'lt
temptatio1\s, certainly done it. 0, hOlY was my distl·eS&
now increased ! I seemed now as one Shtlt up in de­
spail-. However, I went in the evening to hear I him
again: but seemed hardened, as one given over of God.
Whatever he said of terrol'(I seemed to disregard, as
'to far belo\v what I should soon feel, ill its full weight
and ,measure, that it was but trifling.. And what he
said of comfort was not worth my regarding; for I had,
no lot or portion in that matter. Never did I before
sit under a cetmon, in such wild dist1"actioll and horror,

. 'Yet so hardened, as ~ now app~ared to myself, in abso­
lute despair. It is shocking to me DIJW to reflect" on the
abandoned CraDle I then seemed to- be in. I thought I
·feared nothing. No expressions of ter'ror moved me
to bewail m,Y misery; but was l~ady to wish to know

. the utmost of it. In this situation of mind I remained
most of t~e nj,ght. But towards morning, falling
asleep, I awaked speaking these words: 0. when shall
this mortal put on immortality! And my mind was
much more calm. I had some impressions of a reli­
gious dream. But the dream soon entirely vanished
from my mind. However, I felt so muc~ encourage­
ment, as prevailed on me to go again and heal' M:r. Fi'jsb
give a word, of exhortation, notwithstanding -all lny



LIFE OF MI~S ANTHO~Y.

'4readful cGIlclusio.. on the night past. And he spoke
froID these words, Col. iii. 11. " Where there is neith~r

Greek nor Jew, circumcision nOT unc.ircumcision, Bar..
barian, Scythia"n, boI).~. nor fl-ee : 1?ut Chl-ist .is .1I. and'
in all." I cannot remember exactly the method he'
took : but he spoke of Christ as the Alpha and Omega, .
as the .author and finisher of the belitver's· faith; and,
as such, the trQe cht'istta~ did eSteem and prize him.

And now, I trust, the Spirit of (;od did powerfully
.apply these truth's to ~y soul. l"hus, thtui,. infinitely.
lovely did Christ appear to me.' And now I was ena­
bled to choo!$e hinl' for my' almighty Savior. All~

while I acted faith in ~im, th~ blessed Spirit, 1 trust,
did witness with D1Y spirit, that thus and thus' I had
before beht:ld and enlbraced hitn; and that he "'8S

precious ,to nle, as he is to all t,hose who beJieve. Much
oJ" the day I "Pent in the con'lpany of Mr. ~'irh, and aome
otl1er chris tian friends. .But ( said little. Mysoui
was taken \!~ i~ ~dmil\in~ the ~lorious R~4~t~~!;Mel
·the riches of di.vine 8I!a~e; renewinsr 8\.1 c"eice -cit
hi'om. Setting the· C'fown on his head. Proclaimi.ng
Jesus K.~ng in and over- my ·whole soul. ~ 1at c~land .
SCI ~ne; and every act of. my soul was" rational' and
'Solid: hut not in any transpo't or ecstltsy of joy all tho
day. But in the evening Cod wa& pleased to fill my
soul with 'unspeakable consolation and joy.: l'the great
Redeemer appeared transcendently amiable ; atid my' .
intere'l in him clear and ~doubted. ~ Such were tho­
surprising alterations in me, that some did conclude t
~~at Was t~e tiJnefof my first es~ousalsB_; th1at wals. the ;"L'
__ppy moment 0 .m~ conversiOn. ut cou ( not r'\
find any diife'rence mind, thougtl.there was in degree, !
b~\ween t his, and w-hat I had before experienced. F"rom­
tlW-ttime, I was never.in such deep distress. My temp-

_tati.ons fled at the rebuke of the Almighty; and my
hope

o

was, in general, above my fears. . _
And, as my hope ROW prevailed that I had,t~ue faith,

however weak, -my desires after universal obeditnce to
the.command~of Christ Were strong. And firmly be­
lieving the ordinances of baptistn and the Lord's supper
were appointed by C.hrist. and all be~icvers commanded
to attend'on them, I.~applied,myself to a minister, ,vho
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gave me some ligh~ as' to' the'ir nat.e and design. The
only person to whom I bad revealed my mind. For I
was detel·mined to be fuUy persuaded in my own mind
and conscience ; and not to be persuaded thereto by
others. SOlne of my most intiolate friends, as t~_ey

hav~ since told me, really thought me settled -in the
way in which I had been educated,' Nor, did .they at­
tempt to persuade me to chan"ge; leaving me to .my
o\vn reasqn, or rather to the \vord and ~pirit of God,
for directioll'. l~his has oflen since been a great satis­
faction to me. For by tpis Oleans I was the better able
to see into these matters, and ha ve my judgnl<;nt est.ab-

-lishe'd. '
And now I resolved .directJy to acquaint my dear

mother \vith 011 design. But, 0, the struggle I had
here with my affections! I f~ared it would grieve my
tender -parents. I kntw their.tender aWe.on for me :
and certainly, if they loved their children, they must
desire to see them.. walk in their way, which they
\tboughMnost ri~ht. Here 1 found indeed a hatd trial.
)t grieved ll~e to ~yinmostsoul to. think of grieving
_then. : yet I dartd 'Dot !leglect my duty. I have 'often
thought the trial wOllld not have beep so great, t~ have
to struggle w.ith their anger, a~ their love. But, blessed
be God, I had not that -to fear. as to any severity in mat­
ters of religion. ·It is impossible to express how my
heart bled at the thought of wounding them. And
no\hin~ but the.fear of incl1rrin~ the divine displeaspre,
could have prevailed on nle to have done this violence
to my aff~ction. But this prevailed; the fear of of­
f~nding God. I j)our~d out my soul to him (or them,

.that they might be comfortably supported under it. And
then told my mother my concern and intent. She, with.
the utmost tenderness, assured me, that neither-· my
father, nor s'hc, would force my conscience. Only she
intreated me not to be rash or hasty in what I did; but
consider \Yell of it. Which I told hel'! I had done, Sec.
Once Of' tw ice after this, 1 discoursed \vith her upon it.
She reasoned with me a little upon the subject ; but I
was no\v so fully established, that it di<! not Dlove me
from' my purpose.

Afl~l' 1 bad discoursed with my mother, being ill
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secret, pleading wiih God 'for' grace and st'rength to
cart·y Ole through, if it was agreeable to his will; if not,
that I might never engage ; I had a sc~uple arise con-"
cerning my faith, lest it should not be true and saving c
and then perhaps I should fall away i and so bring
grt:at dis·honor on God and religion. And'it was
suggested to my mind, that it was a great thing to for­
sake father and mother for Christ, and not to have all
interest in him ~t last. And that it was indeed a great
thing for one so young to engage in 8uc.h an affair; to
forsake the profession in whicb I had been educ1lted,
and -make such a high one, as none in the family had
ever ventured tfil do. This put me upon wrestling wit h
stlwpng cries to tile Father of mercies fo'r direction and
assistance. And 1 was quieted by the following words
of scripture, \vhich were very powerfully set bome on
my soul. "JVerily, there is no man, that bath lett
father or Dlother, brethren or sisters, Stc. for my sake,
but be shall receive a hundred fold h.ere"; and'in the
,,"orid to come eternal life." And again, "My grace
is sufficiept for thee. My strength is made perCe-.&: in
,veakness.'; Aga~n'."-Lest.a promise being left us of .
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come
short of it. 0, thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt'?" These" words wt=re impressed on my min:l
with such power, that had aJl the world stood up to op­
pose, I th~ught I could fear·less venture to go on, again~t
them all, in the strength.of my Redeemer. 0, how
powerfully did they establtsh and invi,gol-ate my soul, in
the pursuit of my duty ! . ~

I was then determil),ed to proceed, relying on Chl'isl,
in the promises, If his gra~t= was sufficient for me ;
and his strength might be made perfect in my weak­
ness, it was enough ; which 1 then believed it would
be, at-cording to his wOl'd. It was ground sufficient fo~

me to engage in this COIl(:t:rn, how~\'er difficult, great .
and sinJ~ular it mi~ht app<:ar, for one of my age.- .. 0,
how did Ch'rist now appear f\Jr me! At once dispelling
all my" doubts and ft:al"s, coufil'ming and establishing me,
tboth as t~ my O\VO good state and his certain pr~.5enco

• N~t quit~ six-teen· years ~~.7
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.and assistance- in -my foUo,ving h.im in the way of his
appeintnlent, to which he bad caUed m'e. I llJaW' the
call was'his, and the promise his, and the duty mine to·
com~ly. I now believed him to be commanding me to
seek his face in this way, and my heart returned, l·hy
face, 0 l.ord, will I seek. .

'And having made some seaTch into the spiritual mode·
of baptism, I was well satisfied as to s/lrinkling_' It
appeared from scripture and reason to be ,right. - I then
went to the Rev. Mr. Clap; aad, after di~coursingwith
,him, gav~ up my name to be taken into his church.
The day before this was ~ to be completed, I was un~er

some darkneRs and fears: and therefore was afraid lest
God should -hide his faee from me, in ~he solemn
transaction. And by this means satan look the advan­
tage to tnake me question whether I bad done right, i~

'What I h·ad done. I,kne,v the subtilty of satan to perplex
my soul, and make me fear all was w~ong, when God
did not afford light and evjdence~ I was now ready to

. conclude to send the minister word, that I should DCJt go
out the next day. B'ut now, even now, was God pleased
to speak to my soul by his Spirit, in these worcls, " I
said' not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in ,'ain !JI
Here I ~vas led to review my calls to these or,~linances ;

.- and "-as powerfully convinced they were from God.
rr~at it was God, and only he, who had bid me seek his
face in these duties; and then the blesse~ Spirit assured
me, from the word of God, that he had not bid me" ~eek
his face here, in vain. I then determined to do my
duty, and leave the event with God: if be saw best to
own his ow~ institutions, by a{for~ing his sensible pres­
ence and grace, well; but if he saw best to ·de~y hili
sensible comfort, it was my-duty to &ubmit; but not to
omit my ~uty by not going. l:'hus I cast my burde~

on God, pleading, jf .it was his will, that he would
welcol}lc me there, by the light of his'countenance" and
the joy.of his. salvation. But, above all, that I might
approve~·myself to him in the de,-out, solemn, humble
~nd faithfq~ discharge of my 'duty, ~11ough I felt not that
~ which ,vas sweet to my soul.

< Jo'\ncl thus, on pctober 24, 1742,· I was baptjzed, and
'-, • The day before she ,';as sixteen years old.
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taken into tile c'hureb. My soul was, in a most soletna ­
BUlJmcr, engaged to approve myself to: God. And
.ever bad 1 more sensibly exercised faith, than ..no\v.
Wbile the cove~nt was read, I W89 enabled to giv~ 111)
my whole soul and body ·to God, taking him for my,
own, OI)ly covenant God. And, indeed, the whole lime
was '-ken up in the mo.t solemn transactions bet~een .
God· and my sou), and in this so solemn engagement.
sealed on both aides. I sealed to be the Lord's; and
here God 8eale~ to be mine, my Father, njy Redeemer,
and ~r Sanctifier; my ollly, everlasting-refuge and ~
Ifope. 0, how happy did 1 now appear to be, under \
these s~lemn vows, calling on ,saints and angel!! to ,vit.: •
peas the solemn ttansactions t

CC Here in ~ eourls I lea\'e mv vow,
. And thy ricll grace record; "
Witness, ye saints, ,,·ho hear me now,

I If I"forsake the Lom."

The. cxxi. Psalm was sung in Dr. Walts' version.~.

~be title, " Divine protection." Which did then, and
ever since, appear very precious to me; especially the
two first, and two last verses. 1·be two last are these :,

., Should earth and beil with malice bUl'n,
Stm .thou shalt go, and still return, .
Safe in the" Lora i his heavenly care
Defends tlly life from every sna.-e.

"On thee fool spirits have n9 power,
And in thy last ..departing hourt
Angela, that trace the :J road,
S~all bear thee homew toothy God.'.' ..l

I _as now fully satisfied in \\rhat I llad done -; and 1
never I since. so far 8S I can remember, have had' one I)

doubt ~~ scruple about the ~octrineso-r ordinances which
I then embraced; which is now abo"e' elevfo years I
ago.-. I have often found cause to bless God for the
many t"ials I had concerning the changing my rt:ligiQn,
as to these ~hjng8. f'or .hy/ ~hi8 my ju1g~en~ was
more enlightened, and more funy ~onfirrn~dJ that I ,vas

, - ~ .. I

- !t Hence it appears tl.at she 'was twen!y-se,'en sears old, '\\"hen
"le wrote this.. , '
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l-iKht in what I theD did,· It was with deliberation'del
.. solid defe.-minatiOll of. my judgment·; free from COD­

straint, persuasion or prejudice, that I -proceeded ira
'these maU.e-rs, as what, f.-om the beat Jig~t J then had,
or no\v have, in the word of God, 1 think to be mGS1;

.. clearly revealed. Yet, I still love and honor thosc' who,
I hope, are truly pious. 'among that people. though
differing from me in some 'entiments ; and I firmly
believe (;'00 has his chosen ones aOlong them.' . M"
acquaintance with SODle, of -exemplary 'lives and CGD­
versation, and christian exp~rences, so agreeable to the
word of God, fdrbids my censuJjng tl;lemt merel,
because they do not see.or profess '1ust al 11 do. •

But ~o go on ,vith my own experiences. .My faitb
began "evidently to increas~ under these means ~nd
ordinances. And for so,nc weeks after this solemn
transaction, I enjoyed more solid stea~y peaqe in my
soul.. than e\ler I had done before; and was oftell melted
down before God, to see those who had been educated
in these principles,:and had all outwara helps to forw~rd

them in coming .up totbese sac:red ·institutions o£
Christ; yet _fearing to take the VOWS PC' God upOn
them: and I, who \vas calle.d to engaRe with so maoy
difficulties, compelled to come in tQ thi!t .marriage sup­
jler. It was truly affecting, and often caused me to cry
out, 'Vhy nle, l ..ord, why me l 0, blessed be God, that
I was thus young:brought to an open, public profession
of him; and had the s~als of the covenant .~l- on me !
It was a day of th~ glatlnes$' of my ilea·rt. ,.. day for
ever to be reme.mbered with joy. A day, ~n:~hich God
took me near himself. And I trust 1 sball ever find a
s91id satis£clctioD, in ,vhat I then did. Nothing. s~9Uld
have tempted me to have wished myself fi-om under
these bonds and seals. . - .
I/~owever ~uJly satisfie~ I wa~, as ,to these thi~~; yet

,'1 was sometimes exercised' wIth gr~at fears about my
r, spiritual state. And one day, thtf winter following,

havring been, for some d~y.s b~fore, under great doubts,_
and my evidences' very much clo~ded, so that I could
Dot see any of. the con~itions of the promises wrought

. in my soul. 1 feared 11lad no interest in Chl'ist, 0.- the
promises, alld "dared not 'plead them. But 1 determined
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to set tl1potl pleading the ttlJ,olute promises, seeing I dared
I)ot ,plead the conditional ones; and 8~t apart some time
for this pttt'pole. I found great freedotn and fe,fveney in '
my, Boul,. on 'thi" occasion r and bad my mouth filled with
a~~umentstake'n.from~he freeness of grace; the sove­
relgntyof Goel For hifa own name's sake, he had prolnis...
-ed to ·give a new heart and a new spirit: and:whY'might"ot these ~omi&e~be fulfilled in nle? Why might not
God,~loNfy his absolutelY' free and sovereign grace in
md? 1· acknoW'1fJdged"my unworthiness and vileness:
bntplcaded·tbat this never hindered the current ilf sove­
reign: granC'. ' .'rhus.I continued most of the t·emain,ing
~rt otthe day, with a much greater variety of promises
..4 scriynurell, ithan']·ever befare or since had in my
miDd.at one: time I am .ery 'certain ,I never could
toUect; .so.many text's, at once,' eU so a~reeable to my
"l~8eM: -atmce1'n, ifl tbok ,the· utmost,pains'for it." And
ltdl!fJ= II ·'hong, and· f~li -.strengt).', though no,sensible

- 'cOmfort. . :
.. IThe'next day I proceeded Jl1the--.ame mannet·, and
ltumt)l; ,esoJl'ed,' if I perished, I would perish at the .
feel of 'sOvereign mercy. ·And now was God pleased,
ttl ,the ~ost -distinct and clem-' manner, '10 manifest
himself ~e me.. · There bas always appea,"ed tome ~me­
tbing peculiar in tbis, beyond any thi~g I .can remember
before.. ',I' 'cannot but' thinl: I had a -.or1c of grace
'wrougbtin my~ ·soul b~fore tbis. I The actings of, my
lIOul, towards .cod before· this, appear to' nte to be. as
lleaMy trUe fa4th, 'as· those since. Yet this ,seems the

. 'near~st like the 8Oul6 5 being first brought borne to God,
of any thing I ever had ~xperienced1er couJd'distinctlY
7ememb,r. Bu-t ,I am inclined to think that, as there
1Vere s!)me things in this, tHe want of·~ 'distinct discov­
~ry of w·hreb before,-' hade.used mahY doubts in my
milid 'abbut my whole experience j.' so now God'gra~

ciou51y renewed· or rtvwed tt)em lit my' soul, for the
more ~ setfled coftfirmation' and establishment of_my
hop~, as it since has1leen. It was as f~nows.

I was, as before obServe~" brought I to' the .feet of
sovereign grace. '1 saw!myself, as in myself, to be int­
finitely vile and' wretched, utterly. unable' to he,Jp my­
.elf; mo~t unworthy that God should help me; -and
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that it wo~ld ba infinitely just, iI God shoUld caatme off
for ever: an~ I thought I mu~t for eve.. own it, tho,ig1l
I, were cast intcrhell. I cast myself at his feN, crying
out, Lord save me, or I perish. I saw, eV.el·y refop
fail, and God an absolute sovereign. And here I· Ilad
.. powerful discovery of (~bri8t lJ)ade tb my 'soul.. He.
was no\v revealed as.a complete, almiglity Savior; al­
togethel· ~xcellentand lovely in himself, and infinitel,
suitable (or me. And riot only so ; '-but. he ·whom.· the
glorious God had appointed al Mediator; fNld had de­
clared hhnself well pleased with bitn. N"~ 'Q, now,
1 em]Jraced hin) ; I received him .as. my propbe~, p"ieat:
,and ,king. As ODe throUKb whom I nlig.N holdlycome
tu God. Nor can 1 tell whicft my,.soul wu· BlO&t eo­
gaged in admiring, tl)e lOYJ= ~ the' SOOt or the "isdol~

~ of the Father in contri vi'llg thi. lBt:tbod of aatv,tion. I
saw it,to be the safest and best way. My whole .seql
did acquie~ce in it. O! 1 thought, if I had, len thouUQd

\ &ouls, and each of them were of unspeakably greater
. lvorth than mille ~as. 1 ~ou'ld venture; -tltem ,all here•.
An>! since 1 had but one, and .it was .y aU, I fr,ely
cast it here. H.ow infinitely r.ea60Dable did the' ter~.
'of salvation 'appe,r! Sq that. I, freely justified God i.D
the eternal damndtion (If those who would Dot sub~ "
.to them. \ :' '., '.

0, it is utterly impossible to descriBe tbe views I then •
h6¥l. Words eannot tome near it. .l\U :lh~ 'powera of

.my_soul were engaged and inflamed. It was the moa$
l~aliOllal chsc.o"ery. and, produoed the most ratio.al
~rrt:cts and a~s, that ever my soul was able lo perfurl1\•.
It appears so infinitely reasonable, ~hat .it is, 1 thinlt.
jnlpossible lora reaspDa~le person, undc:;r such .a ..Jis..
covery, not to choose it. i lODged for ev~y one· to see
it just ~s I did ~ ahd sQbatribe~ to these 1forda of tb.
Jlsulmist, ., l"hey who knowtby name, will put tbeir
tl"ust in thee!' But what sQall I say ! LanguaKe fails,
and 1 Ulust cease to attempt to express,. a.od only r~ft.ect

\vith unutterable wonder and love; .
"rJ)(~ vie'ws 1 then had, did powerfwly raise Iny -faith

above allY formt:l" acts of it. , I. had befoll t: bt:enGhit:fly
revi ved by the eviQehces of a "'ork of grace ill n)1 soul.
But now I do not l~efPtembc, I· had all)"" \hOllK'hts of foy-
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mer experiences.. 1"he gIo':.lo{ Cod and th e method,
of satv~lion through Christ Qed IllY soul with the lnost
solid, substantial j9Y, wo~d~ and Jove, I t cOlltini~ed

all that day, .and th~ next,:~~he~. increasing than abat..
ing. But a fe,v days after, a~· nl.~.,view of tbese. things
was not so clear and powe~ful, a~4s the joy not gon~,
I was in sonle danger of depending..Qn my sweet frame,
in opposition to relying wholly on. Ghrist. At this ·in·
stant, 1 l~ceivec1 a lEtter fl'Onl the Rev. :\tr. \V'heeJock,
in answer t9 one I had written tg him' some tinle before.
But his came at this time, I uever could . learn . ho\v,
thou~h.it had bt:en writren, I think, some tnonths be-.
fo~e : but now it came at the instant when I most
needed it. And 1 think, of aJl the means I -ever had.
iJnprov~d., none were ever n10re blessed for my estab-.
lislllJlent, than this letter•. 1 have ever found. ~t a pow-,
ful instrument in the band of God of convincing and
.confirming my soul: and ,must eves" ad:>re the wisdom
of Goo, who directed him to wl~ite it, and did so power­
fully ap~ly it to my b~al·t. .

l"his letter laid me in the dust. I~saw Iny past fo~ly
and sift, a,~d my present dan~er. I was hunlbled be-,
fore God; and l~Y iog.oatitade and sin app~ared highly.
algra.vated. y ~t my loul was not filled .with ft:ats·abollt;
my state. It rathtr P\Jt me upon renewing m, faitt.
in Christ. . And a~ it cC?n\'tnced me of what 'V6\8 ,vron~ ~

so if"p~t ~e·on a mo" critical \vatcb over: my heart.,
In 6hort, it ~as blessed to regulate much ormy inwarcl
c;ondu,', ~oth under ~omfo...t, and in darkness. And
for sonu~ mQotbs aft.:r it secnle~ to be copied out in 01Y.
exp~riences. 31r. Stoddard on 'the ,saft:ty~ofappeariB~
in the Rig~teousnes~of Christ; 1\"1 r. Flavtsl... and sorbe~

others,!. on the Coven~nt .of Redemptjo~,.were greatly
blessed to estalilisb my soul. . . .

A:nd now tbe holy Spirit of God did \fork to ~trenglh­
en. my faitb. i\ly tDouth, was filled with ar~.u~ents in
prar~r. I had enlarged aqrl affecting views .of the in~

finite, unliplited Bei~g, ,,·ith whom I ha<;l to do ; and
th~t tbe·ble~6ings I \vas seeki~g \vexc ahsolute!y free
(Jnd sovereign; and o~ my intel"est in the .dear, divin~,

Mediator, wJlom the I'-ather ah·vays hears. l'his filled­
Ule wit~ the utmost ~oldnessof access: My views oC

4-
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spirittlat things '''ere vastly' higher t'han ever before.. r
and rny sense of sin more evangelical. 0, may l're··
cord these' seasons, with the deepest humility and
greatest wC/naer ! I have thought some of th~e 'discov­
eries have left written on my heart, Holines8 to the Lord. •
Wl!i1~ I beheld the divine glory, by faith, my whole
soul seemed,to be transformed into' the divine irrlage.
. But I forbear to attempt tG relate some of those un­

utterable view~ of the divine perfections, \vhich I .have
had by faith. Yet the effects, I n~ust, shall still-' abide,
\lntH H-eaven allo,. hlng!1age bright enough to express­
t'hose glories, which I, then by faith beheld in Jesus
Ch.rist, \vllo is the lirightness of th~ Father'-s glory, and
the ex'press image of bis penon, 8Jld the fulness of tlte
Godhead. No\v, 0 my soul, pel'haps it will better be...
Cotne thee, in solemn silence, humbly to edore the di­
yine condescension, than here to relate particulars:

Let me only J~ecord some of the kind effects of these'
t'bi'ngs on my soul, which may s~rve to a\\?aken me to'
se.e from whence I.am fallen, and t&'Convince me that·
tbe Lord is true and"faithful; and though sorro" may"
en4ure for"a nlght, yet joy, cometh in the morni!.lg:· I

and they who HOW in teartl, shall reap in joy.. My
consolation was not lesst or inferior to the ~tnazing ter­
rors I had before been exereis~d with. No! blessed"
De 'God t'" I n~~ enjoyed a mere }leaven on ea~h. The
'Vi¢ws I hild of the dfvine perfectif¥ls enlarged aU my
eonceptions of the divine power and goodness j- the un­
limited, infinite ftllnes! of God ; the sovereign freeness
Df grace andJove. The g)orioutl, all-sotDcietlt,-power­
Clli advocate I had with the Father, raised my faith. I'
did not fear to ask for any thing that was not forbidden
by the \vord of God, howe,'er great and good; and
however unw9rthy I was. . ,

I reflected on the sevet-al exc~lIencies of- the saints,
recorded in scripture: the faith of Abrabam ; the holy
Confidence of Jatob ; the meekness of Moses; the
uprightness of' Davi~1. Yea, the humility, patience,
love, fortitude, zeal, resolution, prudence, strength, wis­
dom and con,tancy of the peopl~ of God, ip all ages c
who aU derived their grace froID this unbo~ed (u)ne9St
t.hrO\lgh this dear divi.ne Mediator. 1"hey had notbin3.
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I", but wha.t they had received: .not even. Paul, with all
~ his great attainments. And they receiv~d then, Cor
) the sake of this glorious High Priest, in whose name I

"had boldness of access. The~ \vere by nature children·
of wrath; blind, ignorant, deprav,;d, corrupt, base, lor·
did souls) al to God, and spiritual things. It Wall BOt.

for ally merit in them ,; but for the wtory of. tbe riches
of his lovereip;n grace in Jesus Christ, that they we."e­
thus choseD and blessed. And the least babe" iB this

" family, who had an -interest in him, bad al r~al a righ~
to plead fOl" 8race, ,and might do it with as much bold··
ness, as the gl'eatest saint IiviDg; since we arc all ORe

ia Christ Jesus, all have one and the same right ii, hrmJ
as Mediator, if we have any true inteteat in him by faith. '

~ 0, how did these views often fill my &Oul with a holy
boldne88, and my mouth \vith at'guments. 0 my SOlll,
remember, with holy' humble wonder and loYe, how.
God did then,. as it were, lead thee into hi_secret
chambers; held up thy weak tabernacle of, clay; en­
compassing thee with his glorious fuJness, and strength­
ening thee with might, by his Spirit, ·to w,-estle with"
him; 0, the confidence-of faitb t .

From wh~ce art.thou faUen, 0 my soul_ "There are.
those soul quickening, lOul bumbling, soul tranaforming
views I then bad l Where the devout ardor, the uDs\tia­
ble thirst, the unwearied importunity, ,~rhell ttrou ..ef.....
udat to let tbe angel of the covenant go, without ablessinRi
Where that life and fer.vor, that neither the 'darkne...
of the night, nor the light of the day could prevent ; but
ltotb were witnessel of it? Where that bre~ngof soul.
that God would shew me his glory? And- whe,re that
zeal and activity in the service of God? 0 my 1001,
..here that hoI, ltiolence; that pres&ing into the king­
dom of Heaven ; t.hat new obedieDce ; that unwearied
diligerJte in the duties of religion; that self diffidenc~,

and humbling sense ormy wretched ds:.pnvity,. ~rren­
lIess and hypocl"isy ? 0, how did these Yie"~·of the-di..
..iRe perfection give me the most bumbling sellae ofsin !
0, how infinifely evil did sin appear! As the only eftl
that my soul had reason to fear. 0, my soul, wheTo
that godly f!fr; that holy care and watcbfulness, lest
thou sbouldsfoffend this uiost pure and holy BdDKf
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with whom thou hadst to.do? Where that quick sense
of the· least departure from this God; and that aldrIn
sounded in the whole soul at it? 0" how, did the least
apprehension of ~n indifferent, careless frame, ,·ouse Iny
Boul, lest some temptotion ·spould meet me' utlgtiarded !
I uew I was then most in dang.er,. when least watchful .
. Never did I work with lnore ,dil\gence, than -now.

Wtien I was most powerfully impressed with a believ­
illK view, that my whole salvation must be for ever· as­
crib~d t~ the riches of free,. sovereign grace ; that th.ere
was no merit in nlY works; it ,vas then I. found the
most po\vel'ful motives from fai~h.love and ~ratitude, to

,. study what I should render; to the lArd for all his ben~"

fits tow~rds uu\vorthy, unprofitable me.
Now l frequently exar.ni~d my state, su.mmoning

conscience to the bar of Golt; adjul"ing'it, in the name
of tile great God, 'to do its office, and bring .in a true
verdic.. Yea, calling upon every thing, above and
below, within and without, to witness for God, in the
most solemn DDd a\fful manner;' in a deep sense uJ tbe
divine attr.ibutes, .God~s impartial justicet; and infinite
'purity, in whose sight the .wickt:d could not stand..
Soletrmly quel'ying with my conscience to speak Cor
God and., if I was -deceiv.ed, to cry aloud, and be a
faithful witness for God, though against me._ rrhus
did I examine myself; and again eiamine my exami­
nation, in the most strict and solemn manner that I was
capable of; with earnest pray~r to God, that he would
Dot sutTer me to be·deceived: laying open my heart to
~he convictton of his word and Spirit. And the eft"~~t

of all was greater peace of conscience, .and jQy in tbe
Holy Ghost. . "-

l·hus was my.soul daily established in God.. .E,ery
outward reproach that ,,'as' cast on Ine. _was improved,
either to put me on seeing that my foundation wa_riJ;bt,
or stu(}ying how I might more glorify Go~l, and honor
the sacred profession I had made: N)· soul was built
up under the word an~ ol"dinances of GQd, on which he
had tal1ght'me to set a· hig'h vaJoe, as being his own
institut ions. .
. And tboU~\l God has sil1'Ce som~tjme·9 cor,ectedmy
bl\ckl1i~i{lgSiand hid h~s face for a small n}om~nt; yet
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his Joving kindness hal he not iaken from me, nor IU(·
fered his faithfulness to fail: but baa graciously led me
alClog by JtiJl walers; aid in green paatlll"eS hal be
caused me-to feed.. His rod l\nd hit. staff have (,ORlforted
JJ1~.: I~ and by every affiiction, he has. taught me hi.
t~der care o,,~r Ine.,. . In every cross and disappoint.
Dlent, he hast l0tmer or' later, made me to adore ,his
wisdom, and see his kind design. of Jove and mercy.,
And thQugh be haa lometifQes called me into the' field
of battle i ytt ha. he harnesaed me for the baule, and
fought fur me. Innumerable evil. have compassed me
al"ound. Satan, tbe \vorld1 and my own wirked, deceit- ,
lui heart, all combined: to devour DIe quick; yet his
• rm aloD~ ha's .u~taincsd me. E"eQ \"ben e,oery refuge
Jailed, aad my faith was l"eady to stagger. my extremitJ
b.s been his opporlunity. He ,haa ne,er left me
unsuccored Of Wilhout relief

.. Aftel· I bad enjo;~d gr~at pea~e in my soul, and. had
- &at.. undc:r the droppinKs of the &anctual'y of God with

vast delight. he was pleased awfully lo bertlU't me of
bo',h my eVt:r drar and reyerend pasto"s: whicb "tal'
V~.J"y SOI"e atRiction: yet, under thi~ trial, be taughl me
much by what ,I tX~l'i~nct:~... ~ , ,.

'j"hctD was ~t plt.f.sed to viMit me with.many "nd.grea~
bodily disordel"~~ wbt:"reby I.have been often brE>ught t.
appearance, t~ Jhe gat~s Qf ~t1le grave; and e~er)' OU(­

ward ~n.ror~ of. food or physic r~lld~red a t.«~or, and ,
an aggravation of J1\ Y pain.· .Ye, by.all tpese things j
have 1 btcl:l Ulught: the rit:hes of his grace, and Jove;' --'J

ann in all has he been my cOlnfortrr, and m'y only all- I
',Sufficient refuge. How hath he borne ,me, and my :
bUI-del)S! And it, ~s 'With pleas.ure that 1 now recount t
lilt' JD0tit distie$siDg trials Qf tilY life: for by these hal
God bOUDd j'lle faster .to hims~lf; laid me qnqe., 1"t=DC:W-
ed ubligations tQ live devoted to h'm,. and his glory.

And wht:o satan h~s been:permitted, as h~ has be¢n
in later ye~rs, roo-st furiously ~o raUy aU' his .forces
agains\ the. fouD(lat.ion of my hope, flS to all religion;
by which I ha\Pt: been .led -in~o the.m~&t terrible cotlfticts
and combats, with the united powers of ht:!l, sO that I.
ha'4e t\'eD. chosen 8tran.glj~g and dt:aUl t t·ather than
tllc'ourucr witb these lesion~ of foul spirhs. 0, bQ\t
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dreadful the war '! Yet, 0' yet, how .gieyidu8 the vic~'tY,

. 'Which' JPY R;edeemer has' gained! How wisely has he
tlefea~~ satan, and put·hlm "tQ flight, aOO fi-lled my 80ul

. with '~songs of deli'verance! 0, how hath he defeated
e'v'ery htllish plot, that .Itas been lai·d fot-. lily enti..e
de1StrllctioD.1 ' ,,'. , . ,- f #

.. :I am 8urely bound.by the roo,at sacRd obligation to
live tOThis·glory.. ,His right in 'me i8Jnrl~sputable.. , The
ftesh,:.·the wOlld. and the' devH, must·all give', badt" and
,own his'sovereign rilJht in and O\7eT utes. Hi.s arm aloM:
has r~sc.ued my soul ·fr{)m hell,;, ana hi.· .htdi be (he

~ glory. 0 my sool,. re111tmber the victot-iea and triumphs:
af thy mo~t ·ki1)d and gracious R4Kieem~~,;over.gil\,salaD
and the' world, whea they have, ah· un~t~d' for thy~tte.
ruin. '.W})at ,infinite wiS'do'm, ~ what :almighty powtsr.,
what .irresistible -grace, what·glortou$ goodn~·what
uncontrolable sovert:ignty~ and what amazing' conde­
scension, 'have" ~en' displayed teW8fds thtttl.. ~ Can, 1,. 0,

~ c,an "I, ever forget the'loving kindness ()f the Lot-d., and
slight hiB tender me'reie'S! How, had' my laith' utterly
failed, had not the ""Unseen 'lrm of Jebo.ah' 81lltained it ~!

How often ha.ve mt hopes been'at the lowest flbb, when
speedy relief has been brought to me! .. . ':. .-
-: ' And ·bow.ofteD~when ·my sin··and folly bas exposed
1d6 to·t....e r.age of'hell and :the 'malice' of. men·; yea, to
my· ~avior'tI ·Severe 'rebukes, a', .\Yell a& to' my 01fD
accusing .consci'ence, haR" Jesus engaged for me,: aDd
delivered me ;fI-om ell nly' .fears !.; How ,slow ba. hi.
anger moyed! How swift bis .grace !.: Hew inDumerable
ar~ these .instances ! ' . .'.
'. How ten~rly.has he been -untwist.jng my lheart f.-om
the world, to wliicn it has cllnged ! ("H~~ nluch wisdom
bas. he ever'manifested in all the'methods;h. has,taken
\fIth my rebe1'ious heart; and· made Rte tb adore it, in
some·of tbe sorest trials.· How haa he c,ondeseended to
instruct and teach me ; kindly s'howing· m~ wherefore
he did 'correct me; as 'though he would- flot'sntrer m&
10 suspeet his kindness. o unparalleled goodness! ~~bou,
Lord, hast been my ~efuge, my suppo,-" and comforter,
in every ·time of trouble. 'ADd in almost· every trial

. and atlliction have .J vowed to- the ·Loa"d, that if he WQuld
then deliver me out of my distt·ess, I would \lse' my
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mOlt studious endea\fdr- JO trust more firml, in 'him.
And be tlas lOOper or later, brought me to-cast1 my care.
and -bUrdeRS -Oft bim;, giving, up e,e·ry, .e;en; the most
minute .concern -pC miRe. to·his all·wi~ diillpOld. Asd
GD every deliverance 'ba'Ve' I~been led to renew the saeNd
engageBlent-s which J have made in diatre.es. J

. ADd DOW,. am n~ more my own. I,~ the -Lord'.
by all the bond_ and, obligations of a rational, redeemed,
devoted e.reatUi'e.· God bal been ~loDg teacbin~ me his
ab181ute ~ight in'me" and aU IBy senicea aRd enjoy~

menta; that I can call 'nothmg, my 'own-;. that he b.
a sovereign -right to..thead, as the Crmtor.1Uld Bestower
()fall; and by my own moat voluntary surrender of aU
to bim ; renouncing. in the most 8d~DUl man~r, all
hope, .esp~tation, and -rlesire, from the 'aealul'e, aDd
tho08ing him alone for my poJ1ioo,desire aDd delight•

.And as It has bee,n the aJ'dent'desire, tbeilB portunate
7~quelt, and the g.raDd pursuit of IIIy life, to lay up' all
my .good :in God, and Teceive aU from hir.n;1O I DOW
find aD' habi1u~1 di6posi'i~ of &Qui toO reat. in a.measur~,

satisfied with all his .dispensations, towards me. And; .
through grabe, belie~g 1 am his'; tbat I have a cove­
nant right to that most grK~ous Being. who doth all
things according to the :Counsel of, b.is own will, which
are fot bis ,own 'glory: an,d in fuJI agree~eQt .wit'h thil
is the highest go~ of- his chosen people: altd ·h~vjng a
.thousand, and a thousalld times 80lemnly .subscrl~d.to
these' terms: that_ his'will and his glory may h~1fe-tbe

governing ,influence, and disposal of me, aDd' al,r.tbat·
relates to, ,me: I have esteemed it my higbesufelicity
thus to have myself, and aU my actions and concerns
disposed of. And, now -jf is' my joy and crown o,f
rejoicing, that it is a.nd sh~1I be so, by the firm an.
unalterable decree of him who cannot change.

~<:1 this belief 1 find p~we~fully pre,,~ling to recon.
cile Dle to all the divine ,dispensations of Providence.
Ff>r,; when the .glory .of:·God~i8 lDJ 'highest end and
desire ,; aDa - I -,firmlyi b~licve that God, who. has tbe
ordering of all my affairs,'has thls in.view; Bam~lythis
own glory", weU may I Pejoice: {or I ),3,'ve Ilothing to
fea'r. He has'i~nite ~,isdom to .direct, and almighty
power 'to effect what he pleases: and therefore.. cau
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never fall of his purroseR. AU -bis'dispensations towards
me, ! l WGoid always r~ati£e, as t:tle r.t8ult or ~nfinite

witKlom and eternal counsel ; Rod the~fore most p~r·

feet. And, ~hough my proud rebellious beart dare rtse
op in opposition, and impiously call in q\lestion his
\vays i yet, tlh ough grace, I never lea\-e strog~1ing,

until the conquettt is gained, and my soul submits to the
sceptre of Jesus, and signs its former enKagements~

And this conquest is his. It is he who exerts hig
almighty power, and subdues my remaining corruptions;
or I should never overcame. All the glory is. his, for­
ever "his: for, without him, I cannot do any thing. I
still find such remaIns of sin in this depraved heart, that
were it not for the prevailing interces9ion. and daily
interposition -of the great God-Man-Mediator, with the
Father, an4 against satan and my own wicked heart, I
'Should d~8pair of ever gaining the victory. But, thanks
be to God. through Jesus Chl"ist, who giveth tht: victor1­
And through him I hope ere long to receive the end of
my faith, the salvation of my soul ~ the open visiun and
full f."uition of this best of Beings. "'hen sin and satan
6hall no more detil'e 8tJd vex my weary soul. All t~ese

· fiery conflicts· shall then be" remembered with endless
acclamations t.o Jesus, my 0111y Almighty Savier.. To
him, to him 8100t', shall all the'redeemed ascI·ibe the
gk>ry of their salvation..: 'rhine, 0 my eternal. inc.amate
(;od, shall be the pr.aise. And -now, \vhat wait'l f())' ?
All my expec,tations are from thee, and all nlY hopes
are in thee. (;0!De, Lord Jesus, come quickly.

Amen and Amen.

SBC9'JON Ill.

Containing extracts from her Diary, or differe~t dates.

THE follo\ving paper is tranlcribed and inserted here,
as it was w.'iuen in her youth, when she •• but seven­
tern years old, and e-xp"euea the views and exereises
which sbe then had; and affords admonition and
insu'uction, espec.ially to those young persons who shall
read it.
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Oc~~ ·t~, 1743'. I am just now· entering into the
eighteenth .y~aror 01'y age. . And does the tempter teU"
me, that I chose religion when.I was a child, and knc\v
no better; when Jkn~w nothin9; of the pleasures of this
1Vorld: and that it may be, when

l

the~e e_njoymt'nt~ -and
pleasures appear delightful, I shall f.>rsake strict aDd
solid religion, and run w!th the young, s;-iddy multitude,
into the excess~s of vanity? l"'hen, 0 my soul, sit down
ag~in, and' make another deliberate choice ; even now I
am enteling the 'prj'me of all my days: and Jet me
pictu re tht; world with its brightest side outmQst ; and
religion' inll' solitary .dress; and then choose my portion.
If my former choice -has not been free and 001>.16
e~oll~h ; come. now, my' snul, and make one. Let
there ~:nothing~n it mean and low ; but Jet it be gre~t,
noble and free.!' .... '~ '0

r' As .to- religi~n: can I sacrifice my name, and all that
the world calls delightful, now in the prime of my age j

and be accounted a fool and mad, by the wise, rich, and
polite world? Can 1 withstand a thousand temptations
to mirth and pl~asure ; and be a despised outcast· among
men? Now, ~f I conform to the world, I shall be a
pleasing ~bject. to ma~, and a tlelight to them, who
now despise orne. What pleasure that the w9rld can
afford shaD be with~eld ~om me, ~f I once give myself
up to sensual pleasuret- and tJ:le gratification of my
'Whole inclination_; allowing myself all ~at mirth and
j~ltity, that my yOdthful age will now adnJit of? If I
now give 'a loose 10 my youthful appetites, and satisfy
my carnal 'dt:sires;' wbat can then deprive me of
p)easur~, now I am free from pain and the infirmities
of old age, which migh~give a disgust.to these pleasures. '
Now I have life, !leahh and liberty. 0 ]·fl yield to these
desires, and seek to satisfy them by a thousand new and
fresh delights;" take my swing in the world; cast away
sorrow, and indulge self in len tbousand new pleasures:
what then 'can cross me f "... 0

An(t,· on the other· hand, if I choose strict ,religion
now, I may e'xpect' rellroach,disdain and contempt,
from tht world, as not fit for common society, or scarce
to hve. I shall be ~ccounted a poor, 'mean, ignorant.
despicable creature, unworthy the DOtl~e of mortals; .

5 " - -- . -
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and, it: may be, despised by forinal professors,. as being
relil;"ious over.much: they watching for my balting,

. and rejoicing at my falls. An4 besides, I ~U8t expect
many dark and doubting hours, filled with bitter sighs
and groans; denying myse,lt and taking up my crOS8 ;

plucking out a right tye, and cutting off a riKht hand.
daily meeting with croSets, and losses, and atRic~ions ;

. and i,t may be, with. persecutions, imprisonme~..t and
death, with the' utmost' distress. While tbc sensual
libertint lives in pJeasul'e, flourisbing like a gr~en bay
tree, and has no bands in his death. "

W hat a wide difference is here, between the strictly
religious, and. toe sensual worldling! Come, then, my
soul~ and view them both as far Bit death; and now make ­
a solemn and deliberate cboice, either religipn, ,or camal
plea~ure. Come. my soul, and choose for etc=rnity.

Soul. Upon considering ttr~ ~ature .an~ PrQpe~tie&of
'ac~, I am brought to" a free and tull choice. I see

- nothing in this pleasure that c:a~' satisfy an immortal
80ul ; nothing worthy my notice; nothing but an ,empty

o' sound. Nor can it have any part j~ my affectionst for
a portion. They 'are but mean tl"ifles~ unfit to 1lttract
and bust an imm.ortal soul. But rel~gjon, tho\J:g b it
ha\'e its troubles with it iyt:t it hath a sacred sweetn~ss

in all. I fec:l an inward, pleasure ,and satisfaction, whicb
gives a J-elish, as it wt:iee, 'to tltis kind of religi~~s pain
antl sorrow.' .

Objector. Com~, Soul, lay aside prejuAlce. What!
DClthing in all this p)easur~, to dt:light thee. &earch a
little ;deeper. Or"hat ,can be in thht. melaDcbo.ly
reli~ion, to ~Uure t~ee to choost: its ways ? . I •

Soul. I h~\te fj>und what it. is. For.. in 8,11 these
pleasures, the soq~ has no God, and no .\laPlliness, su~tcd
to its immortal nature; without wbic~, all i:l but a sick­
ening trifle. Wherefore, 'the' 80ul which bath God for
its portien, attended with ever &Q 'much, BOrrOW, is
unspt:akably more happy. . . .

Objt'ctor. But if )·ou iqdulg~ yourself In plt:asures,
and s~ri~e to di\'ert your c.ompany wi~h mirth anQ jollity,
you \vill gain the' este~m of t~i\ny, and'1b~f will g'·t:at~y
prize y<?u, ~nd seek yot) r com pany. .
· • Soltl. I value the approbation of tqe most high God,
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Now I have agall1_made my choice. ."- choice which,
1 trust, 1 shall stand by throughout eternity. And
~midst te.n thousand flattering temptations, I refuse
them all, and esteem it greater pleasure to mourn for
sin, and mortify .one lust,' than to indulge a thousand.
J now despise:all youthful vanities, and sensu&11 gratifi­
cations-; and choose a life of self-denial, resolving \
b~nceforth to, take' ~p my whole and ,entire delight and
happi~e&s in (?od, in the way of hoijness; at whQse
right hand are rivers of pleasure, and that for ever mOI'e.

Aad now, let me consider tbose object.ions against
religion. ' ""':hat" that appl~use,whi..,h a carnal world

" .

\.
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can give? Nothing but what i.s tOQ mean to inftuenco
and actuate a truly noble. mind. Mortal flatte."ies die
with nlortal· \vorms ; and cannot live~ beyo~d this dung­
hill earth~ Besides, rrruth hath said, "~he friendship
of the world is ennlity ,with God." And.it cannot be
set in competition ,dth the approbat,ion and favor oC

.- Jehovah, t~l·e, great- eternal Sovereign of heaven and
earth. And should ] indulge my carnal desires, what
pea~e and joy would atormenting consc.ience alford,
amidst these vanitit:s? _How often have ~ seen such

.' persons, as soon as they had a motnent to re8ec.t, ready
• to run wild; nor da,"e 'long to re'flect. Surely their

pa!ns ha'·e bean more than their pleasttTes. But, sup­
pose I could. still the perpetual sting oC conscience;
are all those vanities commensurate to the desires of .lD
immortal 80ul? Can I have such mean, ·suc.h sordid,"
base, vile thou~hts of that inlmortal spirit, with w~ich
the great almighty Creator hatb iovestt:d me, as to
think such mean triaes ca~ su'lfice a nev:el7 d.ying SQutt
\vhich must ~xist, as lon-g as God. himself? Su~rt:ly ~hcre

is nothIng but an infinite good. that can. satisfy its bound­
less cravings. It is horrid bal;b~·\l·ity to ~eed. it on such
insipid busks, since it is capable of immortal boundless
delights in God. . '. , . . .

And what are these mighty frights in a liCe of r~Jjg~ont
which should affright a ~ruly 'great and immortal soul.
since the joys only are real~· las.ting .nd pc.·petua1. t
\Vho shall dare to inscribe ~teTnal on any of the. sor­
rows of a religious life ? What' is any sorrow, reproach
or disdain, that admits of God to be tbe portioo of the
soul? \Yhat if J be despised as'poQr, mean and i~DOrant,

not fit for society, if Christ be mine ? ~e is, rich, great,
full of wisdom afld knowledge; and in him I may be
complete, who is the bead of inftuenc;e. And what
greater honor can a mortal have, t~an t~ be.a child of
the King of kings and l,ord of lords. God shall bo~or
the soul with his presence. He will condes.cend ·to
.'eside and dwell iti the· gracious soul: a guest ~lfinitely

pa'eferable, as his nature is transcendent. .
, And as to dark and doubtiAg hO\lrs, 80m! of these
may proceed fl'om my own sin and folly. Blit, as far
as tbey are SC,nt from Godj they shall onlt. p.'epare me
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for imm'ortaJ joys, and make beav·en the sweeter, when
I arrive there.' '''htse shall make my- soul shine
b~ghter;and acld neW lustre to my glory. 'rhese shall .
be re1'nembered with joyf and every tear be put into a
bottle, and add to my crown of joy and triumph .
. .As to denying myself, and taking t~p_ my cross; when

it is to follow Jesus;'it shpuld be most ptea'sant:- for'his
yok~ is most easy, and his burden light to the soul that
truly loves him. ' And \vi:1 not such asoul most freel~

and chee'rftdly' pluck out, tear oft", and crucify that which"
" bas~. ,vounded his l,OI·d? I should count not hing too

dea~" to part' with, for my "JesUS, since he hath not, for.
-lne. Whatever I do out of love. is sweet; and he re·
""ards ita thousand' fold with the consol~tion5 of his
bl<;'ssed Spirit.
. ,In fine, as to §ll-croHes. and los!es, and afRictions;

whatever I lose for Jesus, is gain. If I meet with'
cr~ses, t know they come from a comp-assiun'ate God;
ancJ ~o 'win surely- be for the test: and he cannot
wrong tile. "I f J giye myself to htm, he has bou~d him­
se4f to 1)e m-y God,;, \vhich' i~plies i~ ~it the utmost
blessedness ': and had he not bound himself, I U·ust 'his
loy'e wiluJd do it~ : The loss of all things, even, life itself,
shall-be a' hePPJ' gain, when ttie soul finds God. Let
atRicfi~M; persecUtions, imprisonment, and eyen death
come, if Jesus stand by, and strengthen, -I alii not
afraid r shan au-ITer too much by or for him. All my
~atejs, that be may strengthen me to- endure the last
extremity: for without' him, I know the.ftesh will shrink
baek,) arid- f· shall indulge that carnal principle of ease.
Iltlf God hath sai~, A-s thy da-ys, so' sb~1l thy Iftrength
be; 8nd,.MY-~ace"is '8uftieient for thee_ r H~w sweet
is it fOl- the soul not to.count -the -lik dear, aftd to resist,
fi)t Jesus and his, lrut,b .! 0,.;what 8 truly noble soul ..
due.' it discover in a ebrittian, to w'age war \fith hell,'
eatth" and hi~oW'l}heart ;- and-fight against' atl, rather
than· be 'overcome by th~ni, .and matte a ila,,~ to' bis'
bal~e, -s6l"did ,Iu&ts !

AnQ () what wilf be the result· of these noble acts'!
Why, he bas the pt'On)jse o{ctern.l·Jife~" And be ahan
s$rely ha\e his ro\vard.. l=he great Redetlper ~ill re­
ward e,e=ry' pain- alld -sorrow ·of :.. Jli' -&oul' w'idl etuD-"

, 5- ' .
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consolation. Not a re\V81'd of me;it :. No; it shall be.
~he soul's joy aud' crown to rt.:ceive ~~i( of free; g'r~ace.
1"he f;OU) sbaH be caught ,up i~to jmmor~al!if ';, 0 th~

81nazing transport! And filled. with the fuln~8sof Cod;
o vasl, unuit~rab)e joy and surprise ! StJr:rf)u,nd~d,aJld;
swallo\ved up in God; 0 imme'nse delight, ~tllirabl~

pleasure, and, unspeakable. consolation r 1'0 a"wilD (it [­
may so speak) in the unfathomahle ocean of. the di~ine.
perfections.' 9 high . a~d exalted happine~.!. Bo~nd­
less, boundles, glory! Ffhis padl of vital r~Jigion leads.
to the full enjuymeot of the blessed God. It is a path
whic~ shineth bt'h~htel' and brighter, to t~e pe.rfect day.•.
rrhen, if 1 am tI"uly religious, but a feV! struggles more,
and I shall,be s\vallowed up in immQrtality, and sat~sfied

in immensity. "
-- Q y~ deal· christian soUJ8, who know me! but 4\ feW'"
groans more, and 1 sball be beyond your pity; all ewa!·,·

. 19W~d up in t.be,embrace~of my deaf. aed~emer; where
no sin shall ever vex my soul for ever. You, my frie~ds,

who'may kno\v mt: here somctimea in adyersity, shallfr
after:- a f~w gasps 'Dlore, Bod f'~nting!J f9f streniltb.

. against sin, know me'so no l1liOre;. FQr J shall b~ satis-·
tied, when ,I awake in his .likeness ; b\Jt ~eYer ..fully
until then. l"here pleas~!~esare ever new~; grasp as..
much as I win, it is God, in611ite'still. Let nle be a,1
full as I po, or dive deep~s I will; ·yet. it wi~ ev.er
conthlue to be .God incompreheg.sible, God iuC!pacei'1a~
bIe, God unb~u~d~d,God full :and unsea(rc~able yet, ,wi.
J~t, Jhroulfh ete~nity. , .....

O' ,let rolling tim~ fly more swift•. W\ren AlIQll I dfop~

this C4log ; all,d t~lis mortal put 0'1 iQ1mortality. ~ \Vhea:
s.hall I O~e see this ··God 1 Do children lQng to see ...
father; and may not I indulge th~ ,desire? (). ~benshall
I behold. ·his reconciled raee ; 0CJver to leave or grieve
him. more! When, 0 w)lenSchall it be !. 0 that I might
gJance a look towards him, the centre of my soul... and

. find myself lUt)se and Cree' from this clog o£ mQr~lity !
, But Hea~eD forbids complaints; and dem.ands,ml will.

• with ~lI'my .powers and.CacuJ,ties.'" And. ber~e I resign
the number of roy d,p 10 God. Yet. humbly treg to'
be indulged ~n thia d.e,ske to see ~y S!vior GotlJ w,here,.
free ffQJI1 .in; &11(1 perfect in bol~,,, .,\nd. fillt;d. "·ith.
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file blessed ,i~ion aad fruition of Cod,4I ab.l' bay~ "no
walll for ~vcr. () blessed -state !.
. B'ut what, 0 what shall be, the result, to the ~Q\lls which.

,have dru~k .c.ie~p 9f the pleasures of sin'! 'rhey ~u~t
drink d~ep of the £up of fury of the Almig~ly ; even the'
dregs of the c~p of his wrath sball be wrung out to im­
pet}itent si'lUers." l"hcy must dl~nk fa their t:tel~nal

confusion, They.must have devil, for their compal:l-'
. ions' j" gnashing their teeth for very anguish and horror_
The mighty hand of lehov:ah will £rush their. defense­
~e8s souls to all eternity. .0 soul confounding thought!
They. sJlall be 8cparated·.from the glorious God, never
to enjoy a.smile ,(rom him. And' I am sure there can
be no rest; .but illconceivaale horrot·. For the soul to
be, and yet t~ be separated from God, the centre of
felicity, is intolerable angui5h~ ~o be eternally exclu­
ded from .God, implies all t~t is miserable and dread­
ful. 0 .the.~in~ng &Dguish of such a·s.oul !. 0 may it
never pc my case !

..:
',SEASONS OF SELF-EXAMINATION.

June 18th, 1746, This dey I devoted to God, in fast4
iDg and pnyer, as fal~ as bodily weekDt=$8 would allow~;

pleading.for a degenerate world, and_solemnly search­
ing illY own heart, ilnploring the blessed inftu~ncel of
tbe }ioly Spirit. J-el)dea.vor.ed '9 a",e·n), soul.with,the
p~ibil~ty (,fbeiug decejve~,and the. amazing consc.
q.UJPce uf 8UCl) dec~ption ~ l firs_t e"amin.ed .my state
bt'l~ript~re,marks; and, I trust, 'be SI)irit Qf God
cool. Wjt_t).eS8 to tile trqtb of-grace in ..)~ S9uJ. .Then·J
eQm~edmy grewtb it) ,grace~ by .mark' drawn £i~oin

the scriptufes; ,ue' ~hiQ~ J have .c~.r.ttMleground to, .
coochide 'hat I do mak.~ some 'adYa~s in the. christian
Hfe, though 1. fall v.astly S.I)OI·t:9f what G~ may jastly
expectt a~d.what l ~n8for.,. '.'.

I have bad sDove~fa ~blic sPirit tbi& d~", ,thaD: at
some times~ .0 ~ i~ ba•.~en. asood ciay'o my .8Qult ,
though nature has o~ten ,th"~alened tlJ sink under theae I

duties. l'he body ba., been weak alKl ~re. brok.;,n.
whiJe· agQliizip'g in prayerJQr lJlyse~f and famny~ tbfl.
cbu.rch1ofG~, the, ~o.wa, ,the lan~ in ,,~ich I live, t.h~
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Jlation, and whole fJJrn-ld, esp~cially Heathens, and Jews..
0, how sweet ,he day while I spake to" Jehovah"as my
most ifltimate friend)! Adorable condescension ! Re­
turn unto thy "teJst, O,my sotil'l for the 'Lord hsth dealt
bountifully with ,thee! ··Blessed be' <.;od fbr his' rod;
how dea~ the sweet sco~Tges that have quickened In,.
too slothful pace! 'Nelcome, my.father, thy cha~ten·

ing~hand! Purged I must be ; take what ~vay thou
secrst beCjt. ," . .. .
, -.April 3d, 1148. And now that I have searched and

. researched mf heart again and again, I -can draw no
- other conclusion, but that God has wrought Ii ,,,ork of.

grace on my soul, by the c~nvictionsof his Spirit, and
the work. of faith and sanctification. I have had !l)uch
'~onviction of sin as led,tne to loath and aJihor myself,
utterly despairing of h~p.. from any other but God; ly­
ing at tht: feet of a sovereign God ; 'tilling to accept of
mercy on any \ terms; '. and being cOl1vin,ced of the
worth, po\ver, willinR'ness, and all-sufficiclicy 'oC the ,"
DivkJe Redeelner, both 'in himself, and as appointed by
the Father to save sinne~s:' l say, fr(}m a powerful
discovery of this .glorious., -all amiable Savior, 8S reveal­
ed in his word. I was Itrought to a free and full tboice
of him ~s my only Lord and Sa"ior ; resting on him
for lif~ and salvatiollt believin~ there was complete Pe-'
dcmption in him. I belie~d'hjm;just such a' Sa\1ior,

, aa I, a poor ,fallen· miserable ereatut-e, nee~ded, every
way suitable; and-baving made the flight, of a -molt
dilt~81ed b~rdened soul t~.Chrtst, I found. aecor•.g
to·hl8 prOJ1lISe,-r,.'.. In-thiS way, my deity -peace 1&
continued,; and this faith, werks by rove, love to God,
his ways, work., and- word; also to' 'his ~cttUdreit, es-

. teeming them the -only exceUent ofthe earth ..
A-nd now tile hope which I ente1'tained,: of e~ernal life,

••• been a moat, prevaili'Ag motive with me' to' purify
myself~ confol·mjn~me to the (livine· win: 'sad though
to 1Jl.1 ebatne aDd confusion'l 'remain ver~ unlike God,

I unpGly, ungfatekd,- eo.ert!G'with Bin, yet holines4J i_ the
desi~ of my stiul. I choose ant, even the mOM' si:'-arp
afBietions, rathd~hen sin'; encl· ..rh~e impQrtunately
long for a release from this. 'then -tteam the greatest a£·
IiciioD I CaD bear·. My &QuI detll'long for God, and
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the futl enjoyment of him) more. than for the grtatest,
yea, more than for all u~mporaJ good; and while I am
weak, f~eble, and faint all the day, yet J can rest and
rejoice in- God, mo.-e. than when at ease. and' in ~altb

without him. '.
. And DOW, the daily experiences of my .s0!l), hope,

desire. _delight, rest, satisfaction, and centre of· my
Jlellrt, .do e~idence to Ole that I have indeed and in truth.
been born again, and that Christ is indeed my chosen
Redeemer. Now, surely, if l.am de~eived, it 1s a m'ost
awful deception; which abides the strictest trial I But
Ot my God, I .think it is no d~1\l8ion; I D1U6t believe it
a real work of thy grace on my heart; I think thy
word does warrant me to draw this sweet conclusion!
0,. the freeness of sovereign grace to the most unwor-.
thy ! Well nlitht I now stagger, we.re it not for the iri..
fini~e Ine.ri ts of the g'reat Redeemer! I t is this, whieh
giv~s me the utmost confiden.ce, and assurance. It is
purcha8ed rt:denlption, and. yet it is free 1 yea, the ver,
purc!lcI,e, exalts t~ fl"cenes8. <), the adorabJQ mysterr
Qf godline.ss!, .

~eJlt. I aiD called the .en&uin~day to sit down. at the
dear Redeem~rJ6 table ; .but, 0 my soul, is this indeed
thy ~ede<;me!· ? No\v I would be sol~m·n.. 0, s~arch

and try me, thou all-knowing God 1 1 know- there is
.m\~~ amiss in my soul; IDQch darkness, deadnes~,car.
nali.t,y, hypocrisy, and enmity~ ye.t 11llrking in my de~

prayed sou~ ;. cZln this propt=ns:i.ty in me to sin, be the
s~f the child ofGoo ? 0, thou omniscient Jehovah,
s~r~e flot to be deceived in this matter., I cannot
bear the 'thQught 'of being deceived bere, and stripped of
C;od·at la$t, as my cpvenant God! I would try my title
as long as life doth r~tnaint and as long stUI· strive that
there be no flaw in~t. 0, do 1 not d~test and abhoc
every inclination in my. sow. to sin} Lord, is it not the
gl'eateht burden of my life, t~at I ~o not roVe, serve,.
lind enjoy t bee more' ~ Do 1 not long more, for. the fuo·
enjoyment ,of thee, and fat- perfect conformity. to thee,
than. fqr ·all tempo)"al gQod ? 0, £onle tho." bdov-ecl of
my soul, Cor I d~sire·n9net Qut thee: 0, COOle alld mf!et·
JPe at thy table! .

~.ow 1 have eudeavorcd· lQ examine IJlY state, and
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trust I have, reaily, s~riptural evidences of- ,Dy interest
in Christ; and although the heavens look black and
cloudy, yet with sweet confidence and compo~llre I can
rest my soul on thee. and <.all thee my (jod, my almighty
friend and lather! 0, Vilorious purclul'se'! 0,. ~ivine
b~Uc:~t8, secureil to me by tht: Hofy Spirit,. applying to
me the (I~ath and merits ",f tny"dearest Lord, a~d only
Redeemet·, in whomia 'aIL, my confidence, Jiving and
dying. .', .. ' I.

July, 1149. 0, God. thon God of' the spirits of all
flesh; who searchest the hearts, and triest the reins of

. the ~hildl"en of Blen ; from whom nothing is h'id; n.o dis..
guise can deceive thee; thou sUl'veyest the most hidden
and secret recesses of my soul, and pe'rr~ct1y knowest
«II my aims and ~nds. I may dece~ve myself, and oth­
ers, but I cannot deceive thee• . With thee, 'is in6nite
JiKht and kno'Yledge. It can yield lne no comfort that
I have great and hi~h hopes of my safest state, nor that
many eminent chrhitians have had the strongest conti..
~nce of me, if thou dost disown !ne ! .

o God, I tremble to ,~ear of the high -hopes; which
many have #)f me. 0, wbat an agg-ravation mu~t this
be of my misery, if I .should be rejected of God. What
I have now heard, sharI put me on the strictest inquiry,
for it ii in tbe fav!)f of God, througfl Cbrist, 'my'only
happiness and lecurity lies. Nor can ,I be satisfied with
the approbation of poor; imperfect, short 'sighted mor­
tSls; such art: the best of saints in this _imperfect~ste.
God"only knows.my heart, and to him alone will 0

for light. 0 thou impartial, heart searching ~o • 1
come to thee for a clear discovery of t~e state of my
~oul. 0 Lord, my God, it can be no pt-ofit to thee that
I be deceived, and so perish with a lie in my rig'ht hand.
No, this is what my soul abhorreth. . l~ho\i desirc:-st
truth in the inward part; and hast commabded me to
examine my~elf, and to know.mys-elf. O"the,yassist me
herein. Lord~ I am utterly insufficient for so great a
work, and shall never attain to a clear, and true knowf­
edge of this impol-tant point,.extept divine light arise in
my 14oul, and remove all prepossessions of prejudice,
for, "and against myself. ' I -

0, eternal 'J~hovah, is my title to eternal life sure?

• •
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, Hav~- I th~ C~4rtajJJ. m.rks and t~rt)_per of thy elec:t in

~ Cb~t Jesus,. wbo sJtall never be made asha~1t:d of their
hope?' Upon .th'e atrict.e,t .sear.ching, ar1d Pes~archiQg,
tha~ .lean make:, by t~1 word 1 still cOll~lude it is t11 UB~
with me, in SQQle Kood _m~asJlre; hut me.thinks l want
the fUt·th~r 4eali,Q,Ks of.:thc blessed ~pirit,; and, I want to
be ~und yttt f"ster, .01) my part,:to, Cod; ~ want ~o be
80 ~holly an~ entirt;ly 'thine, th_t J m;ur ntver swe19 ve
frotll; thy law· '. . .

l, ha-w:e ,a comfortabl~ hope, yea, at sOlne tim~S) a tri.
um phipg o~e~ or full .tilssura~~ ; yt~t I seem' ~o long for.
an ab601~e .certaint,. ~hich will not admit a P086ibility
or.jleing .dec.eived 1 BUL\ if this is unattainable, in. this

r- iD)p~fect'state,1 thirst and19ng r~. th~ OptD vision of
thy face. wh~n, elJu~ped in the altmS of an. Slhnight,Y'
faithfuL God,.I"lhall know, with ~ perrect knQwledge!
Until ~heD, 1 w~~l not content my~fwith·~myown 81~11.

q~r hop~.s, w~trlout full $Ssurance : nor with the highest
hopes of t~e ~a.t eminent cbristians lor me, without·
tbe graciQuswit~essof th~ Holy Spirit, with, his wor.d.

o God, thou rouDtai~ of being ~and blessedneas. in
wbom lliye,,~~ve,an~ ha\e my bcin~; from whonl {,
receive e~~y' m~rcy ; without thy favor, J. am undoll~ ;.
witQo~t thy loving kindness, th'fQttgh Christ, my very
being is, ~ burden. and terror to me.. I enjoy myself on­
ly in. the. ~njoy~ent of t~ee; and cann~t took on myself.,
or any of my enJoy·ment8, with delight, pleasure, or ~at·

is£~·OD' but in reh~..~ion to tb~e, as ~eiDg in co\'enant
wi .ee. .l..ord, may J not ap~aJ to thee, who art.
trut itself, and w.~lt judge me accOrding to truth, that
I hav',e, and do~ aQando~ all the delighrs and enjoyments
on e~rtb, for thy favor; and can, and do, rest satisfied in ..
that alone, as a s~l1kient portion for my soul. "~itnes8

my r~~lu~e.discontent with all t~i~g, here below1 when
th\Ju .l'efuse~t. to grant me satisfying rest in tbyself! ..
Wi~netisJmy entire satisfaction ,nd rest' in thy favor,
through l;~,rist,;when thou condescendetit to ~ispiay thy\>
perfection ~o IDy s~ul, and my jnterest in Jesus, the Son
of ~by lo'(~" in., the .abs~nc,e of all tbiQgs eJ,e; yc=a, in,
th~ ~ost ~i6tr~~s~n.g.Qllt·ward .trials of life. Methinks,
thou hast S\V,orn, ac~orrlil)g to tny. re~uest, that, nothing,
,but thy~elfsh~l sa·\isfym,:;;cv<;n Jo,.Lord Jesus, Amen.
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, Lord, let nothing delight me, w:thout thee. t knoW'
1}0 othe1·good, but thee;" and" will have no ott1er,rest~ or
delight,.- but Gvd in Ch'rist, as the centre' of· my soul.
Let" me -never live (0 s-ee'. the \time~ when '8oy ,thing
beside; tind'withfJut God, shall satisfy my soul.

Again: ~it~es8' mf~ daily anq constant 'Jdesire-" to
'. leave the deart:st enjoyments on earth, fo~ the ~H frui·

tion of thyself in -glOl.y! ,It iJ.t-long sin;ce f b~ve' utterly
refused to entertain any plea~ing prospects of :worlc.Jly
eiljoymtnts, thilt ~ou)d not vanish at tbe c~ll, of-'nly' .Re­
deemer, to leave the world; and' go to he with him. . I
think, the highest delights- th~t earth-,can ,afTer, c~rrnot

make·.me desire life. ' It is th'y will only, 0 'my {;fIr,
that rnakes n}'e rejoice in living. 0, when shall f be
holy. Come, Lord J"05, come qui-ek~.l' !" .

Sefit. 10th, 1749. 'Blessed be 'God fOf'Jesus' Christ,
the means of grace. sanctUary liberti'es in particu'la~. - I
blei~ thee, 0 my God, who hath caned home my' wan­
dering ~houg'htsthisday, while in thy 'hou'se, and fixed
them on thyself! 0 ~ow sweet it is to have my 's'()u} en-
gaged with (;od inlloly duii~ ! ' ...~"! ~,

I bless' thee rOM t11ese c(hnfortable"e"idences' I had of
my being pr~pared~o meet Chri-st, at his coming~ by
a true faith, in him; and conformity to him. Lord,
t~ough l find great want of conformity· to thee'; yet,
on the strictest search, this day, I 'find grt.at:. reason to
adore thee, for the gre'at \hin~& thou hast dorie for me.

- :My soui doth bless and magnify thee, 0, my Go~r
tb~ work of thy grace;. yeh Lord, I P~c11 I may~
deceived Herein: 0 search and try "me, thou I}est of
beings·; let me not be deceived. and so ·banished from
thy presence at last. Tbis, 1 cannot: b~'ar !~ 'I entreat
thee, by all the beneficence of thy'nature; yea, by the

.. very being, which is beDevolence 'itseH; "for Goel is
Jove," that thou suffer me 1)ot to wander f."Oln thee~but

fill Ole with thyself. 0', if I should be cast away from
thee at last, how inconceivably great must my' miJJery
be ; a misery. that, nothing can equal. From the hope
I ha~e entertained. of enjoyinR' tht:e, I have endeavored
to place all the affections of my-soul on thee, and aspire
afte'· the hi~hest and noblest ideas of thy perfections:
.bould·{ be banished at last) from his <lDl)' desirable



LIFE OP MISS ANTHONY. 61

~od" after all my retised expectations, "rhat, ah, ,,'turf,
l:outd eqnal my irreparable loss! 1\'ly God, l kno\v 1:)01

~bow to bear 'the a018zing shock of such a supposition!
0" my soul, rouse up and secure thy. titl'e to the favor of:
(;od, by faith in Jesus Christ his only Son, and th,e only
Sayior! And now It:t me devote my whole 'Sou) to God,

. and never rest, 'until I arrive at the full enjoymt=nt 'of
bim!

April, 1751. I hope I have most solemnly entered
;int~ covenant with God, and renewf'dly chosen hinl a't_
my everlasting portion, devoting myself entirely and
~nres~rvedlytohim. And this I did, in the bloOln of
tife, before the evil days came, or the years dre\v. nigh,
in which I should say, I have no pleu311re in them.
I did i~ in the strength and vigor of lift:: and health, the
pl'itne of my age. 1"his body was then young and ac­
1ive ; this soul ..as lively in,aU. its intellects. I did it,
not il. a sudden fit of fcar and distress ; 'no, it was the
)no~ delib~Jeate and raridnal part I _vcr "performed..
With all the faculties and 'powers of my soul, 1 free)y"
resolutely, cheerfully, aT\P un\restWvedly, entered jnto
this covenant; and, now, though it be far otherwist
with me, yet I stand by my choice. l ..ord, I am fixed;
thou art my chosen /lortion! And, now I find myself. "
greatly impaired~both in body and mind; my body is
subjected to, disease, pain, and great weakness j my ~

Blind disordered, confused, snautted, and weak; fore·
bq6ug-dartt aD~' dismal evenw, a6 tEouRh I 8houl~t soon
'bdllteprived of my reason,.and rend~red entirely usele&S,
both to myself and others; yet, I am the Lord's~ body,
soul, and spirit; and I rely on thee, 0 ,GoeL, to take
care of thine own, in all circumstance.s and conditions
of life. I know thou art able to keep \vhat I have com~
J!1ittcd to thy trust against that day~

I ~un, 'now, recoJlect,n~ myself. and summoning up
all the llowers ·of nry soul, to a renewed'choice and 5111'- •

rrender. Possibly, this may be the only, space I may
have granted m~, fer this work. 0, then, ye scatte~ed.

conru~ed thoughts, unite, be fixed and solemn! Aiu),
o ye 1m tn()rta~ powers and factllt,ir-s of my soul,. exert
you," utfT)f)sl 'strength and vigor; in the solemn transac­
lion. Ye depre~'std graces, breakthrough thes'e C~Og5 •

&
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be'lively and active. Flee, ye diseases;and let me hive
a nloment's rest and· c01)1pQsur~, for th~s delightful
,vork. Come, thou blessed Spjrit~ with tllY 'needed in-

. fluences, and pl·epUl'e and ~sslst II1Y ~oul,.in this ,solemn
cledi~ation ! I' ,

.il'Jarch~ 1753. Come 0' my soul, e..xamine thy title
to eternal life. Thou hast &tron~ hopes; b,ut, are they
good? \\?ill they stand in the day of trial? \\?ill they
endure the alD8zIng hO"Tors of a d~ath bed; or win
.i.h~y stand in the last gl'cat-d~cisiv~day, when God shall
judge the seCI~ets of men's beaMs? ft is one thing,
OnlY soul, to ,hope, ","hen all things app~ar fail", and
pleasant; aqd another, ~tQ bt::lieve, and remain steadfa$t,
lvhen cl~lds .and thick dark'ness overspread me ! Lord,
it is thy Spii~it alone that must undeceive m(, jf I am
dt'cci\'ed; for, I cannot find out the dec.ej>tion" after aU
DiY searchinRs. {Jnta God w.ilJ I lo,k. 0, co, thou
disco\'el' n)y state to~e ! ','rhou knowest how un~haken

D1Y .confid~nce ~Jnains'l'1lfter all-my ~amiuatioll ; yet
I will still inquire. And, now, what c.hoic'e have' I
made? (), Searcher of hearts, and l'riel" of reins, thou
knOwlst. that frOll) the sta-icr~8t. search I am able to
make, this is the a~lS\\'er : GOd,Jlis glory, and the enjoy­
ment of hiln, as 01Y only felic.ity ! 10 this choice I am
fix~d. I-have chosen God the Father, for my covenant
Ciod and father: God the Son, for rn)· only Savior,
Lord, 'and King: God the ,Holy (.ihost, :Cor my sanctifier

- and cornf<Wtel: God's la"f, w(Jl"d;and will, his pe~)e,

his itltercst ctnd cause, and all that is his, 10 'be~y
s \V ectest intert:st, dtarer to llle than life itself.

f .July 15th, 1154. What mean's ,this depr'es:sion of
slJirits? Have I not assuredly anchored all my hopes· of
ctel~nal nfe on the lnerits of Jesus Christ, Mle ·only me­
diator of r~conciliationbetween God and fallen, sinful,
miserable man; in w honl tlte g~'eat Je1Jovah 'hath de­
clared hinlself \vell pleased, dnd accessible? Have I not
searched, and researched, with the utmost di1i~ence,

i.nto this matter? And, did I not always. find s"reet and
cOlnfortablc, evidence of faith and )o\ye unfeigned? And,
do I now ~nd any sufficient gr6und to ~oub~ ? \rerily, I
do not i ulllesss it be matter for doubting, that I am
longing and thirsting after God, the· Ih'~ng God i' and



LIFE OF MISS ANTI-IONY.

. ..

63

that nothing. can satisfy my soul, hut Ti~ht and life (rom
him; and my whole soul is reaching out aft~l' hiln.
S.urely, this is not ground for doubti and fears. ," No :
God is·witness to the ~incerity of my faith, and love't
and every gr..i('e~ \vhich he, has been the uuthOI'" and

. will b~ the fillisher of. 14'ear not, 0 my soul; God,
the imnlutab1e God is thy rtfoge, thy confidence~ and
,vill be thy eternal c.o~.solation,! I 'have laid all my
"'is~les~ hopes, desires, and, expectations, on the p,~rfec­

fions of his nature, the unchangeab]enes~of his being,
and the truth or-l~is word; and here will I confide fOl"

ever,
'After I had written the above, I ,vas led to meditate

on the importance of being united to Christ by a living
and lrue faith, the \vorth of ft immortal soul, and I the
wei~ht of my eternal f.::oncerns : and, after ser.ioos ex­
amlnation,-I prGstrateti myself before God, bcseechinr:
hjni~ who surveyed the most s~cret recesses of tllY !-i(~;111,

that) if I was deceived, I might be ·convinced of' it ;'
that, if J. nev'er ha:d a true" conviction of. my sin and

'misery, never ,vas'ti'uly humbleti at the feet of a ~ove:'

reign God, never fully and heartily renounced' my own
/~ighteousness,never received C.hrist on g'ospel terms,
believing the record God bad J:tiven of his Son, suhn1it~

ting ,to, ,'elyioi1; ~n, and enlbraring him; I mi~.ht then
be enabled to do lh And a~ I enlarged GO Va-fIOUS de­
scriptions of faith in Cod~~ word, I was,l trust, brought
to a l't:'new'ed e'xperience of these thinf;s" ,vith. the clear
witness of the blessed Spi rit, that I did sQ! Blessed be
God" I trust I was ~rou~ht into a· solid, ,.. sweet, ~os~l

frame of soul, attended with a diviI?e peace, satisfaction,
joy, love, Kratitude" and adoration!

.dUgUd~ l8th; 1754. I now prostrate soul and bocty
before Goel" for hiff gracious assistance, in the solt:nln,
inlportant tl'ial of my state. 0 -God, nolY, 0 now be-
with nle. .

And what shall I now say"? If faith be tIle fli~ht of the
~onvinct:d, distressed, self.d~spairinKsinner, to Christ,
for rcfuKe and life; if it be a cordial choo\in~, rectiv­
jOng, tnlhracin~, and relYing on him, a5 the only hope,
set bt:fore us in the go~pel ; if it b~ a hearty surJ-ender
of the who~e soul to him~ as Prophet, ~rie.st,. and King;
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if it be aconstant looking t.obim for assistance, 8l1d· a
con"stant reliance on his righte~u~ness, as God-l\1an-
-Mediator, for acceptance with GolJ, under the- po\verful
conviction of guilt, depravity, ~nd wl'~t.chedne96, our
universal corruption"inability to help otlr8~lve8, unwt>r­
thines~ that God should help us; if it be a.firm trust in
l~inl, dS one every way suitable for bis work as Mediator,.
and one authorized h1 the Father; if it be 8_ hill, entire
credi..t to the r-ecord God has. given 'of his Son: and iC
love be that,~ which po\yerfully influences the soul to de­
light in the divine will,. his law, his word, his ordinances"
his people, and all that is his; and dispo&eth the soul
-to submit,., yea, acquiesce in all the dispensatioRs of his
provitlence, even when most afflictive, as holy, w,ise\ and
good; jf it is love that ,animates the soul to the illost
ardent longings -after full fruition, with constant desires
that Jesns may be ~xalted ; thaJ self, siD, and all- things

. else may be .subdued under h~In ;. that he may reign
triumphant ovel~ aU these idols, which formerly were
most dear to. it; if it be love, that constrains the soul to
c?tamine and try her interest in 'Christ, "hen no inward
kar~or out~arddangers appear, but because she \vould
not live a moment without the most near and intimate
relation to him, that can be attained or enjoyed in this
life; if it he the etrect of love, to look with indifference

-a-nd contetnpt, ~n the mosl d~sirahle- objects of ti,me
and sense, and even wish to part with 811\ and with life
itself, for the more perfect 1ision and fruition of him..
,vhoin she esteems the only lImiable, the onLy desirable,
obj~ct CJf love and admiration: and if it be tl'u~ rep~n­

tance, to abhor even the. least appearance of sin, and to
-detest and hate every false way ; to feel the most keen
and sensible-~orrow and remorse for sin, because It - is·
sin, arid to abhor itself because it is no more conformed
to the pure and holy God, and is so ungrateful to the
best of being·s, the. kindest friend, and most bountiful
benefacto~; accounting sin the greatest affiiction in
-life, because of its own ~ile nature and hat{ful. tendency,
being against God, and separating the soul from this
.1101y being, whom faith and love justly esteems alto-
gether lovely: if this faith exerciseth itself in new obe­
dience, powerfully leading the soul fa stuoy and pursue
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al1tbat Cod baa command~d, in a constant, heflrty, uni- "
"Versal, practical endeavar to perform. eve~y duty,
though ever &0 difficult, b~cause God hath conlmal)d~d

itt_csteem\ng ~ll God's precepts (oncer~ing all things
to ~e right: and DQW, if these, though hastily drawn, \
be the genuine marks and evidc:nces of a sincere repen- .
lance and obedience, which the gospel tequires in all
those ~ho hope for salvation~throuKh the perfect riglrt­
cousne~8 and aloneOlept of Christ, th~ great Hedeenle,· ;
against ,,'hom, -Cod hath said, there is no condemnation,
bllt they I$haU have eternal·life ; thGse who believe sball

.- be saved.,; those who love bim, he willlevc ; t1)ose ~lO .

repent shall.find mercy; an,i to those, who by patient
~ontin.ua.n~e in well-doiuR. ace. eternal life: if these
thirg~be so; and if I can, by the most strict, impartial,
and renewed seal'c,b, find out the state of my 8~ul j if
this caD' be done, I must ~itai~,conclude, that 1 have an
interest in Cbrist, and the· promise. of eternal life,
through him. For, I trust, and firmly believe, God
haa,.... by his almighty power aDd rich grace, wrought
tb~.s. tb~gs in my soul, and is daily ~arrying on the
~to.rk.0£ his g.'ace, by which, I trust, 1 have been enabled
to make,my cal1i~ and election sure. And I have ob­
tained a comfortable hope, Qr a fil'm persuasion, of my
jntere_st in Cbriat Jesus, the only· mediator and refuge
or sinut:rs, even by his spirit, which, 1 trust, dwelleth .
in ~e. Notwithstanding this hope, which, through ­
grace, remains unshakeB, I still daily renew the
trial; tho\lgh there is not a deception, that I know of;
but I have ch.aJ-ged on nlY con8ci~nce, and put home
to it in the most solemn manner; nor au evidenc~ of
grate, whether of the" habit or the exercise, that i have
Dot tried myself by, dnd have been acquiut:d of guile
and approve~.of ,ineerity. And no\v the trial appears
but a repetition of what. befor~ was Ptl~~ut of doubt;
and a careful sea.-ch after what, through grace;is not
bid ~ yet, as I find the contio.ual exercise of watchful­
ness and exal'1iriation enjoined, in the word o£. God, and
seeing it tends to set my evidences of gra~e in ~pen

]i~ht, and also tends to strengthen the habit of grace,
I wO'.lId, by repeated trial~, e.nd~avor to' obtain fresh
strengtb against an hour ot temptation.

6-
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. lPfbrough the free, rich, sovereign grace of God, I
have these. evidences" so clear, t hat I caJrirs' well deny
~y ow.n existence, or that m)' 80ul is immortal, or th.t
r e~er pel-formed a rational act or exercise; Ilnay.s
well doubt of these 88 of the spiritual e~'erciSf:9oi grace~
which appear as real, and constant, 8S the acting of my
rational powers; and I think I am as fully persuaded
of-bne, as of the other.. But, as I know I am never out

I of danger, and am daily liable a to such darlness aocl'
temptations, as may cause m~ to question all the experi­
ences 'of my soul, I would guard aRainst such an·hour..
But, Lord, thou only kno1Vest what trials now await me.
1·hou ~nowest how soon I may 'be so plunged, as that all­
thes~ things wi II prove insufficient. to keep' m,e from
sinkin"g under the' pressure. -Yet, by toy blessing,
these rna:' be a witness -for me in a day of' temptation;
though nothing out, thy presenr.e ean ever ~ve me com­
fort. 0, let thy· alnlighty grace be then~ and always.
sufficient fOl" me !

• • • • • • • •• • • • ,. • • .. • • ••. W. Having..
been brought to the gates oT the ~rave, alld· featly
th01.1gllt myself to be dying; death approaching me in
all its terrors, as an enemy to nature: and having laiely
seen a dear friend, who 'has received the sentenct- of
death in herself~ under most lerrible distress-of body ~ I
am now ..esolv~nJt to enter upon a critical examination
of my soul, to see wha·t are my evidences for:-heaven.

I have, indeed, made this my practice; in some =meas..
ure, every day" and more espeei:\l1y underev~"y sermon,
&0 far as I can recollect. for several years, though many
times with too much _coldness an(l fOI-mathy. Yet,
bl~ssed be (;00, I hope; for the twelve past years, I·have
made it the grand concern of my life, to know God and
Jesus Christ. b)" the ~pirit, and to know tbat 1 did so. I
have endeavored to gel my heart awed, and sol~mnizedt

by. the mosfpowerful. awakening" and important con­
siderations, b.n which my eternal all depended, and, in
a solemn senSe ofeternal·thin~~, I ha'·e engaKed in this
affair_ And, I trust, I have had the powerfuJ assistance
of the Holy Spirit to ~,ite. me to qili~ence, fer,"ency,
and close application in this work. And the relult has
been, a sweet aud comfortable hope, that God bas, by
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Ms. word and lirit, formed me .ane~ in Christ Je~us :
whIch Rope, t, oat, has been ralsed' m my soul by the
witness of the Spirit, with the word, that I hat! the sure ·
mark and sign of a child of (;00 Yet, 8till I have per-

• severed in the solemn search, .that, jf possible, I miRht
nat be at' a less about my state, when death approachc(l
me ; 'but that, in the solemn day, my evidentes might
be plain and cleat-. . "

'And now, under a sense ·gr'the 'vast importance of
ha"in~ all things ri~ht· in my so\Jl; when I know it is on
the verge of etemity, ready to .Iaunch out i~to an un­
known world of spirits, knowin~ I can never h~ve things _
too well eleare.d up for a dying hour, I have let myself
renew~dlr to searth into my evi~oc~s,

. And; Pirat, in general, as to a work ()£ grace in my
soul; although I cannot .determine the \lery instant, in
which a 'change was wrought in me; yet, b-om my in­
fancy; r tJ,lieve the Spirit of;God was workil}g on my
sout. ' The first that I can renlenlber of any thing, was..
a -c.oncern for my' soul, and this coeld not far exceed the
fifth ~~b-'nf my a~e: and from' tbat ~ime (iod has been
working iri me to will; and to do, of his own good pleas­
ute.' I have seen' sin to be the: 'WOrst of evils; myselC
(be worst of' sinners, a transgressor from the womb. I
have been convinct'd of the sirifu\ness of my uature, the
corrupt fountain "from wb-ence proc~eded. every sinful
ac~. My ~pi(luities have appeared many, and greatly
aggl'av:tted. · My .heart has looked liJte a sink of lin,
more-"laathsome than the most otFtnsive carrion that
swarms ,with ~ hatefql virmin f :\1 Y understandillg dark­
and'j~no~ant; my W'ill stubborn; my affections carnal,
cnrrtJ»t1tilntl 1aisord~e(l-; every fa~u1ty deprt\'ed and
vlti'at~d ; ''''Y' whore 'soUl' deformed and polluted, fjUed
with prIde, enmity, carnality, hypocrisy, 'self-confidence,
and an manner of sins. , J ~ •

-' I have" 8e~n m)' utter inabi.Jity to he1p nlysel£; lh~

absolute need I stood in that (;od should work alllTIy
'\vorks in and for me; the infinite jl1stice of (~od, if he
should cast me off' for ever; my dreadful exp6sedncss

,to divine wrath: and· by the powerful conviction ofthese
thin~s on my soul, I have bee::n bro\l~ht tQ, despair of
help in nt'yself, or from any created arm. Onlj in the
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Lor<J Jehovah. ,-as my help found. I trust, God did
then bow my 'vill, causi ng me to accept ()C D}ercy on his
own t~rms. I trust,. my whole soul was then R)ade
willing to submit to the most humbling, self-denying

, terms of the ~o~'\p~l. _Jesus was revealed to me, as the
all-sufficient Mediator, as thu most suitable Saviol·~ fo.r
guilty, mi6e~able si-uneA's; ~~ wbom the Father had ap·
pointed,~ and de..clared himse If wt:H pleased with. 0,
how did infinite' wisdom, g~~ce,and, love, now display

<, themselves, in the. glorious scheme of redemPtion by
Jesus Christ. 0 here, I trust, my soul felt a di vine
power to lay hold aD this hope set before me in the gos­
pel, and now re\'ealed by the Iloly Ghost in my heart.
I.saw God could'!>e just, and t.he justifier'of him that

· believed in ~lis Son. A~~ how was my soul s\vallowed
up in -adoring. admiring, views-of the divinep~r.fectiQDs.
displayed in the 'Wond~rs of r~dem,ption! I trust, I was
enabled to give up my w~ole soul, entirely, and. all my
con.cerns into his hands. to rest UP9n hun, and receive
him, as my prophet, prit:st, and king; utterly relloun­
cing my own righteousness, which I saw was.but 85

filthy. fags. I saw;: infini~e secul:ity in 'resting 'on1Jesu~
Christ. I think, 1 had the most rational, suli~r ~onvic­

tion or these tllings on my soul; and, after my se~u:cb·

ing, a~d- researching, '1 mu~t conclude, thaJ ~t:s~ and
blood hath not revealed these things unto me ; .but the
F~ther and the Son. by t~}e Holy Ghost. _ '

As to the fruits or etrecls of this faith, I ~N1, .so: fat
as I can discern, 1.>y continued, critical obaerva.tioo, ~n

habitual disposition, _ . ' .!.' ", •

.Firat, 1'0 rest and live upon God, ~ t~e. o~ly lcentre
of my so~il. 1"0 ~l·ust. all JI1e ilpportaDt cobcerns of
tim~ and eternity with the gr~at iVl.udiator; and to luok
to him for grace and strengt.n, to keep me near to h~m­

self, in a constant dependence on him; renewing my
choice of him for my only everlasting portion; devoting
myself to him, to be bis only, and bis eternally.

Secondly, To love him above all. If 1 love ·not God
supremely, for himselft I am un1er the most fatal
mistake. And my judgment IllUSl.be under the pow<:r
o£'gross ,darkness, unfit to be relied upon in the smallest'
matter,. if my whole 80uiAlots aot go out after God, as.



LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY.

the only suitable object of Jove tnd ~elight. Here 1
find the most powerful attraction! Here 1 see all that
is worthy of my rega.17d! Hence 8."ises my a."dent desire
after a perfect. confornlity to hitn '; esteeming his law
to be holy, just an'd good ; hi~ precepts conc~rningall
things to be_ ri~ht ; constantly repa-i.~iJ.l,g to hi.m as my
only unerring cQunsello.-, in every e,ner~enc)' of life;
choosing he should rule" govern, and dispose (J£ me,.
and every concern of mine, for ~vt:r. Hence, I trust" ­
my love to his people: as I love him, 80 I love all that
is hist-----and ,n that appear in reality to love bj.rn. His
people are my people, the dear chosen companions or
my life .. - '

nirdly~ AD ~abit~ar hatred t~ .sin, as the worst, yea.,
the only evil;. th.e. abominable t~ling, which my'so,ul
truly bateth. I abhor .111ys~lr; because.of .the inbeing of
sin! I am necessarily unhappy~ b~cause I am a sinner.
Woe is me, because oftbe leprosy of Sill,. by \vhich I am
80 detil~d, that I P91l11te all.} touch !: I klN?w no sorrow
like this sorrow. 0 that my head were waters, and
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep, day
and night, for this grievous h\!rt ; this uJlcloin~ sin, that
so unlikens, and aliena-tea. tbe soul fr0m the blt:ssed
God! "

Jt'tourthly, Yet a more conn.-.ned habitual j\ld~ment

to be the Lord's, ~hough spiritual joys abate, and the
ticlc of affection t:bb. I find an unwave"tinw determina­
tion to pursue the choice 1 have made, as the most
reasonalJl.e service; conformity to God. the...substance.
of all reli~ion. l"lle most nec~ssary, rational, an'd
substantial good, that a creature can attain, is to be
intentionally.,. and desig~ledly devoted to (;od,. as the
chief and proper g9od, and his glory as the best and
last end. 1-his is tn.le beauty, harmony, and impor-
~a~e! •
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Miscellaneous' extr~cts from- her -Diary, which sh~ kept, and'
wrote in it almost daily, until June 1769t to ,the 43<1 )'ear QC
her a~ ; l\Pd is contained in a number of volumes. After·

J that time she wrote but little in ber Diary: or if sbe did~
it appeared best t6 her not to preserve it.

. -Oct. 1744. ,0, GOD, infinite in power, grace, and
holiness, t set apart- this .day to thee, for the people.
Thy providence c~l(s for de~p humiliation, and fe'rv.en't
addresses to the throne, of all grace.. Pity to the poor
Heathen antI Jews calls upon ll~e, thou~h but a worth~

les,s worm, to use all 'the interest 1 -ha\'e at the tl'4fon~ of
grace. throu~h my everlasting advocate,' for such poor,
blinded sou s as they! 110w sllall 1 address thee, 0
Gc,d, suitably, alld so as 'to 'prevail ! 0,. let ~y prayer
be' ,the pl'ayer of faith; let me get near th~e this day!.

, Lord, I ,beseech thee, let me engaKe in no duty this day)­
without thee. 0,. be with me of a truth; and let me
find acceptance with thee .. 'fhy presence 1 must h~vet
to tnake my dudes acceptable: for witoout thee 1 can.
do nothing., -

o my'God, I do not sue bal ely for fluency of words,
or atl"ong workinKs of affections'; Lut entirely for
acceptance with thee; to· be hear~ for .poor Heathen
arid J~ws, and (~y church, () {~od, I. thus plead. Their
c.sse is truly lamentable, without thy pity. Thou hast
a,vlllked my compassion by tht:ir Dlisery. Can I enjoy
the precious doctrint:s, ordinances" and power of the
/gospel, and b~ insensibl~ of their wrett'hedness in thtir
darkness end unbelief! Forbid .. it, 0 (;od. Let me
never show su'ch inRratitudt: to ~ thee, tny bountiful
benefactor;- nor su£h inhuman, unnatural, and cl:uel
insensibiJitf to the misery of my f~llow ~reatures. ·0,

. pity them, my God, \V'ho cann()t pity themselves And, '"
o thou Fountain of compassion, stir up bo\\'tls of loom­
pas~ion, in . thin; own childre~, both ministC:1"s and
people; for both Jews and Gentiles, that they may come
to the saving kn()wled~e or Jesus Christ. l·hat we,
being all united in that ons: mystical body whereof he
is' the head,. may r.ejoice together, and bl'l1)g forth

'abundant f."uit, to thtt g-Joty of thy free ~race. And
mdY thy church nourish: thy ZIon triunlph in ht:r
God: thy ministers be as a .flinpe of fire; <.Iothed with

. \
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zeal and success; faithful and unwearied in thy- service.
Let thy saints shout aloud, and'live like thy rede~mcd,

.asham~d of ingratitude, and full of faith \nd love. Even
~o come, Lord Jesus, in the day 'of .thy power. Amen
and Amen.

Oct. 26, 1744. I have now "just finished ~he 18th
year of my age. Good God! to what little purpuse
have I lived these eighteen years! Ab. I..olod, thon hast

- come thest: many years set:kin~ fl~uit ; but alas! how
little hast thou found! How vilely have I requited thy
~are! and hlHV incorri~ible have I been, undt:r all thy
-cultivations' But, sure I am, these unparaIJelt"d in ..
stances,of ingratitudt! and r~b~l1ion have not stopped
the current of thy unl»ouaded goodness. Was eVel­
morta't so fa\ored before! It is too bold an assertion to
'say, infinite mercy could not J;O beyond, ~onsidc:red in
itself; 'yet, when I look, on. it, as relating to' me the
most un~rateflll, unworthy, in-d~s~rvjng of all _the
redeemed race,. thee chief of sinners, and most helpless
of mortals,. I am ready to c~y out, Nevtr a ireat~r

instal)ce of-divine· mercy! It is two 'yeats since I .f;ta\'e
myse_f up to God and his ,hurch ; and publicly avowed

- the Lor~, for my God. .And,· though 1 ,would lam~l1t

my vileness, that I !lave lived _so unbecoming one in .
covenant .with a holy God; yet, ()t Lord my God,
\vhat shall I render to tlu~e for Jhy preservin~ and sus­
taining grace j) th~t 1 have been enaliled to resist' most·
lierc~ and ~ther~ise irresistible ~ssauhs ? .J

Yea, I wl1l praIse bin), who has been the health of 9.11
'countenance, and my God. It- has'been because tttt>u hast
been -the health ~f my countenance, that it has bt:CD in
any m:::asure healthful, hitherto. ~rherefore will I still
bOlle in thy mercy. 0 God of my formt'r revivals•

. leave me' Dot nor. How many months have 1 passed
without any- ~e.nsible decline.of the POW~l' of godliness
in my soul? .For neal" tb~s, two' years, more especiallr,

, J tl"ust I h'!ve nlade- sen~ible progre.ss in my christian
course. rrhis I dare assert, to the honor of ftee,
unmerited grace:. ""0 thy name, eternal Jehovah, be
the ~lory.· 'fhy'grace hath. been.. cultivated in my'soul,
notwitstanding aU 01Y corruptions. I ba\'e been admit ..
ted to n"ear converse \vith thee. 'l'''hou, ha!it 111ad~, such
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. uiscoveries of thyself, that 1 have seclned, ,'as it were,
to behol'd thee with open face; and, in sonle degree, to
be chan~ed inlo thine image. These powerful discov­
eries have formed my 80ul to a.holy calm and serenity;
a deep abasement; holy, solemn, humble awe of the
great Jehovah; with holiness to the Lord inscribed on
all my powers; not only in holy raptures of joy, with
'the graci~tJs manir..sh~tionof thy t:'lost endea.-j.ng love;
but sweetly swallowed up in the opening vit:ws and
appreheasions df Deity. Ffhe glol"ies of .Jehovah I
canllQt describe; Ol~ even the sensible transforming
;>ow~ such discoveries of thyself have batt on my soul.
o And 0" what _a despicable worm did I appear to .
myself,. when thou wast pleas~ to pass ·before, me... in
the glorj,es of thy nature, and caused me to -cry out,
-4, \Voe is me!. I am undone! I am unclean! I' have
-heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine
eye seeth thee; wherefore 1 abhor myself and repent
in dust Itnd ashes."

r el, si~ce thQU h~st been thus gracious~ I entreat
thee, 0 (~od, who .art still the same, my almighty and
faithful (;od, t~ show me thy g(ot:y. l ..ord, ~ive me
soul...quickenintt, suul-htllDbling, 'and soul-reviving and
tranSKuonling ,'jews of thyself 0 l ..ord (;od, arise for
my help. Entreat me not to leave thee; but sutTer me,
yea do thou stt'en~thenme to a holy violence,_to wrestle
with thee,'and tell thee, I cannot let th~e go, my Lord,
and 01Y God. 0, oo,v admit me to a near convei·se
with thee. UllV~il thy i)t:rf~ct1ons, so far as a mortal
\vorm Jltan bear. Lord, fiu a finite vapor. Brt=ak in on
my so~1 with cli"ine power. Show me thy glory. I
~annot withdraw Illy petition. D~ar, ever 'K'-i\cious, all
~f.lnrl~8ct"nding:i8vior,condescend to g'rallt 'lny request.
ShQll1d~.at thou now hold fot"th thy sceptr~,.and bid me
ask what I would, this should be my inlmedi'ate request,
o glv~ me traO&fOroling discoveries of thySt'lf: Sho\..
me thy '~lol"Y. Alnc:n, even- so, L01"d Jesus. Amen
and J\men. ..

./t;"ov. 5.- I AO,rd. is early piety so- admirable? ,. a
heart e~ully givt:n UI) to God \vorthy lhe notice -and
approb.ttlon of tile \vhole creation, as I havt' ht:a."d?
\Vby then hast thou. lhus honortu me? Is a hea'"t early
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-devoted to God pecuJi*ly acceptable to Goel? r\nd do
such generally receive the ·most t:nd~ar.i.ng t()kcn~ ,of l hy
Jove 1 "Vhy then hast thou confert'ed'such great honol­
and grace on so ,ile a WO'''ln as I am ? Lord, it \vould
Jla\'e been great 'grace, and great ~'Onor, to ha,oe been, oJ

.adopt~d into the number of thy chtld'''en, at the last
hour. But to' me it appears superlative grace and love
to be a 1jfJUllg disciple or my l.Aord, a beloved John.
Ito\v great an honor to be -ac.ce(>ted, ,vhen a babe, by
the KinK of kings! And how great the pri\;)ege to be
often, more ,orttn than later con'erts, rt:cei"ing gt'ace
and strength f.-om God! My God, I count it an honor
'to be a disciple; but peculiarly my honor, to be a young
disciple., I think myself Ilappy, that I am a nH~mber of
thy churt.b ; but pecoliarly so, that-} was admitted the
,youngest Dlember betonginK to' the communion; the
youngest metnber -of our female society ; as likewise •
-the YO\1ngestof all A1Y christian ft·iends. ° 'l'hough sonle
do iRd~t:d despi~my youth; yet, since I know the grace
of God has appeared more glorious by it, I will rejoice
and glory in it, though it be an infirolity, if thereby ~he

power of God may be the more manifested, and he or­
dain-praise out of the mouth of a babe'and suckling. "

.April 28, 1145. Last ni~ht I watched with dear Mr.
Helyer. - I trust God 1Vas with me, 0 that God M>uld
~pare his life, and restore him to health! d (;od, my
soul is pained for thy church. 0 that my o\vn lift:
tnight fencJ off the stroke from.hi m! How freely. for
.tby·churcb's sake, could 1 cast myself on the, me.'cy of
G ad. in Christ Jesus my Lord~, and take bis -place 1 Not
with any conteitedneS8 of my being bettet prepared to
die; but purely for. the 'church's sake, that she nlightf

be built up., and nOl pulled down.. Lord, now in my
distress I have ~owed, if thou wilt sp..tre the life, and
restore the health of thy servant, then "ill I seek and
st=rve thee, by thy SJrace, with my whole heart. I still
-hope in thy mercy.

•41ay 18. 'l'his day much sunk, on aCCOllnt of Mr."
HeJy~r and the chilrch.• I find satan besets me like a

• Mr. HelJ'er had been/lately ordained colleague with the
rever~nd and aged Mr. Clap; and was no,,.-in a consumptioo,
of which he soon died. •

1
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roaring lion. But I look to m, K00d God. My dear
tempted Savior, can succor l1)e. when 'tt:mpted. Having

. had, as I trust, free access to God, for the ~ood of his
church, I was led to- confine it to the life of Mr. H~lyer ;
and ther~fore to concluile he would surelY '"eco,er.
And hence I told a friend, 'if he did not recover, I should
be readY,to d(lubt of all-my experiences;, and whether
J had ever exercised.a true faith in God. And here
satan took ~reat advantage i)f me. ' '

June 1. On the· 21st .0£ May, a ~overeign ,and
righteous God. tQ'>k my tlear pastor, Mr. Helyer, to
himself. And, () how do 1 no\v seem to b~ stripped of
my 'guide, m·y spirituarcounsellor! Salan has this day
beset me to disbelieve all that God ,commands me to
believe. And iny having so strong a·p~r&uasionof: l\Jr.
Helyer's recovery, made· me 'llmp,st ready to fall under
the .. temptatipn. And jU8t as 1."was ·ready to give all
over as lost; as if (iod ~'as not the hearer of prayer,
and illY faith a~ well 8S all lDy religion, mUbt be 'Vain,

-this thought darted into ~y mind•.. that J> would _once I

more see if the word of God could afford aDy: light to I

my disu"essed soul. I immediatel,Y oJltUled .the lliblt.;
and the first words that offered ·t.Q my 6ight, lfNerJ: ~t..ese

in John xxi 23 "l~hen went this s,ayi~ abroad among
the brctht'en, th,at that disciple flbould not die r yet I

Jesus sa;d'not unto him, He shall not:die ; but, if I will
that he tarr\t till I come, what is that' to thee 1" Here I
saw, that so·me :'ui.stook the words which Christ himself
spoke. -. Vet -'I1Y unbeJi'eving heart replied, But sunty
these wer~nQthis'children! Bitt.,. upon a review of the I

wO"ds, I f~ll-,d the sayinK' wellt abroad tlmf)ng the
1J:·r'!lr~n. And now,.O how was every objection an­
swered! ~:\iell Christ's own disciples.lnight mistake. his
expressions, 'and y~t be disciplt.s -still: and so might I
be a child of (~od ; and yet mistake his intin18tions of
answ~ring my prayt-rs fer the church's good. for his

\ . int~lltioll to preserve the life of his servant. 1~his "'8S

'such a display of divine condescension' .and "grace, as
calmed any soul, and put "atan to 'flight. rrhere are.
ho,Yevel', many thill~S dark and intl'icate in. this atrt\ir,

. lvhich I never expect to see through, until I awake in I'

11is likel1~ss; but then I shaJl be sathafied. .

J



LIFE· OF MISS AN1~HONY.
\ 15

June 23, 1746. ·0 my unbelhPjng heart! How long ~

wilt'thou rise in secret dissatisfaction at (;Od'8 disposals
of me? As I appear recovtring from my disol"oer!S, I
would fain think it best; cheer,fuJlyembl'ace life, bod
bless .my GQd for it: and yet I fc::el a reluctao('e, 'even
while -.I- am writing. I am almost impatient for that
state and warrel, where tny will shall be t:ntirely swal­
low~d· up in God's. I believe, for above two years,

.. there has not' been a day.. if an hour' or minute, when
a,,-ake. in \vhich, if death had co-me,'1 could have said,
]t is come in a day or hour wkerein 1 have not lonKe,t
and panted for it. -The vanity of this world htlS rtnd~r~d

it burdensolne to me. I am sure the bt:wit~hing

'Preasu'r~8or it have more' embittered it to mt:, than a-ll .
its sorrows. I

\\, hen 1 compare infinite' with finite, eternal ,,,ith
temporal, boundl@ss and unfathomable, with shallow
nothing, 1 Gnd thel~e is a boundless unfathonlable,
infinite.. eternal disproportion, betlgeen those imnu:n&e,
imnl~rtal delights a~ove" and these of tim·e -and sense.
And is it a small di~appoiritment, when I hoped in a
sbort time to have bee~· in the full enjoynleot of God,"
and these ~I01'ies; when 1 seenlcd to be on the confines
of eternity; new glories appearing' to my Razing,
astonished sOlll, aU' bright, all serene, the happy haven:
from these happy vitws, to be ordered back to 'ecarth,
all dark and gloomy; th~ eaverl) far from God, my life
and my all in aU; to grovel among the insects_of this
earth; the . fear of a vain heart, that it will choose
-vanity 1 O. how &hockin~, how 6urpl'ising th~ change!
What finite spirit, though of a superior order, would
re~l no.e~otioll,no·rt:luctance at such a disappointment,
I cannof concellt:" ' . .

But, come, my most noble powars, sho\v youP wisdom
by a profound ·submis8i~n. Come, ye noble orders
above j y-e-immol'tal choirs, assist my soaring contem- ..
plation; take Ole on your wings. and hasten the tedious
hou rs. But in ~aif.i do I Gall to finites. You recei ve .
your heat from that infinite trl"e, and derive your light
and life from a Beinp; accessible by sinners, through the .
great Redetmer. ."rhen, () l~·o\lntain of )j~ht, life, and
love,. ual't into my \lark, drooping and benumbed 50\1'1

..
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some glorious beams of light, life, and lo~e.. 0, make­
.up to me, as far.as possible. in this 6istant, ·mortal state;.
the ,,,~nt·of fuJI, complete, discoveries.of thy infinite'
glories,. I know, l know, th'ere are soul-ravisbing, ~ul­
(juickening, soul-humbling, soul-transforming. discov­
el")es of invisJbilities. .These have i"ftamed'my soul
for those )Tet Unkno~wn glades; and yet WtU known hy
anticipatwn, and pre-libat,ron. 0 for a fr,sb view, wbilc
here. 0 my Goo, mitigate the darkue$8 by inwrvtning-
light. . 1, .. 1

Ju,ne ~6. Yesterday I had a sweet mornipg. }\{y
lneditations. of God were c.o.mpoaed and solt'mn. ' My
heart was fixed and e'nlivened in prayer. But Ila~ure

'Was much spent; 80 that ~ felt. the efF.ects all the nay
after. 0, what a clog is this botly! At night" .after­
serious examination by illY rulesJ. I ,ddres.ed the tllrone
of grace ,with some little life. Toe blessed Spirit came,
and filled tny soul wi1h a sense of. the glo-ry and Dlajesty
of the goreat Jehovah; and of 'the repeated affroats and

. indignities I .had .offered to him: of his aSlonisbing
patience and forbearance, that I was not JDade a IDonu­
ment of divine wl'ath ; a spectacle lo aJ)'gels and men
and de,'ils. That, after sl~ch incorcigibJene.ss; nodet·
divine culti"a~ion, both of the Spirit, proyidenc+:s, and
ordinances; aU the - sweet sunbefltn~ of OV~l'ftowinR't

llnbounded, infinite,...evel"-{1owing love,. I was not bound
over to suffer the strange punislunent assigned to the
workers of iniquity; ·but that God waS yet accessible,
'through the glorious .l\1ediatol" ; Iny in-finite need of the
l\1cdiator; my ground of sU'ong confidence in him;
that he was a surety, \vhom God the Father had ap­
l)ointed, and declared hitnself ,veJ1.plea~edwith. I sa',.
lnyself . a . sinner, and dare,.. not apl)-l'pa~h ,absolute
Jlel~fection in any \V!ly but tJtrough a l\ledl1ltar. l"he
faithfulness of ~od afforded strong consolatiQo.

'rhus was I held up ab9ve ,nature, until Oil a sudden
I almost fainted; and nature seeme.d as though it would
afford no more assistance. Yet, after sonle .struggles
for breath, rt.rviving a little, my soul ~emembererl a
degenerate world, Hea1hen and Jews.' One never ht:al"d
of this de~r, sure, and infinitely sufficient Sa vior, and
o~ly refug'e fQr guilty man ; and the otber no,,' sa \V 110
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form or comeliness in him that they should -desire-. I

My soul could not but wrestle for these,'untiltbe body
was alnlost lift:less, and I was fOl'ced to commit Dlyself
into the hands ofa faif hrul God; a~d was. obliged to be
helped to bed.

0, if this bo~y were no help to my devotion ; yet, if
it would but keep pace with lOy nobler powers, I could
bear. it: but that it should drag down DiY inunortal
powers; I could not ·bear it fl'om any hand but thine,
thou wise, good, gracious, just, sovereign God -and
Father.· It seems to me I should resent it with con­
tempt, as an affront, should the greatest monarch Qn
earth ~{fer me a reprieve fl'om those iOlmortal juys,
which are in thy, presence. I receive life, and bless tllee
for it, only as it is the will of my wise God. Not all
the cl·eatllres on ellrth~ nor .the deartst relati6Ds here,
would make' me willing to stay a moment, hadst thou
not said, " Return .aud live." But now, welcome this
bodYJ and this (otherwise) my hated clog, and co~tinual

burden. On· these terms, the will and glory of God,
whatever I recei ve from' thee, my God, I would choose
and love; as I ha,·e chosen, thy will fO,r mine, in ~U

things.
. JUT1Je 30. Glory ·to God, in the highest, for free,

.. rich, undeseryed goodne~s! l"his day, I have, at least
in heart, declar~d my experiences of the m'ercy of ~od,
even in the great assembly of tbe people of God; and
renewed my .vows to be tbe LOl'd's; and _"called hi.
saints to witness,· if I foa"sake the Lord, in singing the
3'2d and! 16ttt Psalms. ,Scarce a word in them but .my
heart went with it ; and I made it my o\vn act and
detd. 0, ho\v solemn, how sweet, how awful was the
place! 0, unmerited (ree grace! l'the word preached

. canle with' divine power on my soul. 1 sa\v an infinite'
beauty and amiableness in the, all-sufficient Ciod-Man­
Mediator. I admil·e· and love him, for what he is in
himself, as _well as \vhat he is to me. Yt:a, I love his
Jaws; his will is dear; I ~hoose it.; 1 place Iily r-hief
happiness in a conformit.y tbert:to. 'Yea, and 1 resolve
to \valk before him, in ~he land of the living.

I said, at the c.lose of .the service, " Lord, now let thy
handmaid d~rl j for l have Ken thy salvatio~.~" An4

· 7* ~
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I would be wiiling such a Sabbatb should be my Ja,stt
such monlenls to land meat the desired havt.n.

July. Lord, I am thine; resolvedly so.... It. is my
constant study, What sb~ll I render to the Lord fQr all
-his benefits towards 11)e? I look back with pleasul-e on
all thes~ engagements, whereby I am bound t~ be the
Lord's. 0, never let me retract these solemn vows!
It is thou who hast pitied ro.y weakness, and pardoned

,my mo&t unnatural rebellion_ (), infinite mercy, free .
g'-ace, u&lbounded love, unspeakable. condescension ~

What',shall I say of God! My thoughts rise and sweJl.
My love burns and flows, while I muse on God, in
himself, and God to his creatures. 0, what shall a
finite, mortal worm say about, or, conceive of, an infinite,
immort~1object! Iris high, what can we know! Deep,.
what can we do t- And) alas! .as for me, how little do I
know of what tnay be kn~wn of this dear, immortal,.
-essential good -! Yet, blessed be God, so much I know
of him, that I count all things el~ but dross, for the
excellency of thIS knowledge. · 0, I long te bathe
myst.lf in this infinite fountain, aod let out all m)' soul
in' God. But ah, finite, narrow, depraved capacity, when

- shall y~u be enlarged, 0 when! '
JVOlJ. 1T. 1\'1 Y soul hallS been much aftlicted' this day,

and refused to be comfortedt because -I am not allowed
to go'up to tRy Father's house. 0, h~dl l nothing to
consult but my G\vn ease, __I would venture a· rack or
pain after it, if I mighfvisit thine abode, O. my God.
But r must consult the ·~uty lowe to my body, and the
dishonor I may bring'on religion. 0 when. 0 wbent
shall I enter thy courts above and live the li£eof heavt:n
born souls ! Lord. is there no soul there, who was once
as .\Jnmeet to parta~eof that inheritence as·J am; whom
'thy free grace has made meet? If th-ere be Dot, yet,
Lor~, what cannot infinite power, and Cree unbounded
grace ~efTect? 1 know, if I ever enter the neW Jerusa­
'letn, the almighty power and sanctifying efficacy eC the
Spirit of God, must passon my soul, to make me a
lneet inhabitant for that high- and holy place., This.
thill, ~ill not suf£~r my heart to object my. unfitness.
And, alas ! my advances are so incoBsiderable, that I
dare not wi$h for months and years ; bQt rather for
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glory begun, this grac~ made perfect. Then. 0 tlu··",
shall 1 really make advances"in lo~e and likeness to mr
(;'od. 0 thou rod of all my hopes and wishes, stand
I)ot afar off from my soul. 0, let come"hat will, gi ve
me to b~hold thy face in glory, reconciled to me in Jesus
Christ, and I venture aU events. 0,. may I b\ll enjoy
this my God, and all thf;: blackness of hell could net
dismay or affright Inqi

}lelJ. 5.1747. Some very solemn, awful tho8ghts of
death, this day. 'fhat vast, and, to nature, shockin~

separation between soul aMI body,- these old and "dear
companions. 1'bat this body, these eyes, this DOse, and
mouth, must ere long become food for"worms ; be cov­
ered with the c.lods of ""the yalley ; rottenness ent~r into
my bonea! Here I mused; how dark the scene, while
my infirmt sickly constitutiOIl tells me, it i8 Aa8tening
on m~.

But directly I muse, ana.stretch my thoughts Iteyond
the grave. Here I view a risen and astended Savior;
an innumelable compan1 of·the spirits of the jl1st made
perfect; rtfined from aY the dross of sinful torl~upti6n ;
dressed in the likeness 'of their God. ~rransportedhere,
I gaze Oil brighter scenes of bliss, overbalaneing all the
Rloomy {lfospectt arising from the horrors of the gr.-ve.
For me-to be with Christ, I esteem far the best.

Great encouragement this night in prayer, wrestling
with God for zeal and courage to dan: to be singularly
good, in this corrupt world and age, in which I live,
and that I might never cease making this petition, until
I bad ohtaiiied this mercy of bim ; -aor eV~D until I did
arlive complete in hi. kingdom and glory above..

FtJ6. '6. Great refreshment and usititance this night
in prayer; far beyond what is common for me. 0,
how-·was T h~ld up, ae it were, to heaven, to gaze on the
divine glory; while th~ spirit of prayer and supplica­
tion Watl abundantly pourtid out into my SQul: yea" I
took hold of the ~trength of the almighty Jehovah pro­
testing with all ·revereBce, I could not, I would not .1et
him ga, except he bless. 0; it seems mOQ did allow
me the utmost bounds' of humble boldness. leaw, by
the eye of faith, the Lord, the I ..ord most high, exceed­
ing glorious ; myseJ~ lesl than a worm. He, most holy;



. I

1.IFE OF MISS ANTHONY.

It a wretched, polluted sinner: He, infinitely -wis e- ;
and m)'st:lf ignorant as a beast before him. I ~beheld
an _infinite displ"oportion bttween aLsolute pe"'fe~tiou

and impel"ftctio~ itself; and yet tl1at this God was ac­
cessible, through the bless~d Jesus; and that I stood iu
absolute nece&sity- of his fawol'. and· gracious regards:
and, with me, so did tht: whole race of mankind .
. I wrestled in an agony far this f~mjJy,particulariz.ing

every soul ill it, rven to the thil'd gene.'ation. My soul
felt their absolute need of God : and, imitati ng my
Savior, who being ill an agony, pl'ayed more ea.'oestly,
my soul was 60- eDgaged, that it seemed ready to bre.ak
loose from the 'body. So likewise for all the children of
God; for OUI' church and congregation; fol' the whole
town ; fo 1\ this land; for our nation; and for Heathell
and J~ws . I.do not know that 1 was ever more, if so
much, strengthened and carried out, in every petitioD t

with such unwearied, ulldirided importunity, in my life
btfore. I said, " It is good to ·be here."

But I am now fully. persua4ed, that a few such sea­
sons, successively,. would bUl'st t he bands of nattlTe.
For, altho,ugh I was at that time insensible of my weak­
·ness ; yet, sinc,enature seems as though it would sink
and di~ But. 0, such a season would a thousand fold
more tiJan recompense me, though life should pay for it.
My soul did even break with the longings I had fOl- the
open vision and full fruition of God: but, unlil then t

for 81 large measures of grace. as was possible for met
a finite, mortal' worm, to receive. I could not, I would
not, stop my thh at beneath the highest attain~nt pos­
siblt: in this wOI·ld. (), how infiRitely easy did it then
appear to me, for God to till anq, sausfy a finite vapcu',
out of his qn measu.r"ble- fwness! 1 longed to be filk,.d
from the fulness of (;od. .

Feb 1. An abiding sweetness remains on my
- spirits this da" from the visitations of last night. 0,

how ~ood is God to my soul! How sweet the abundant
expressioDs of his grace and love to me! Vtrily, I
would I could' for ever offer up my who~ soul a sacrifice
of love to tbis God of love, for his Dlost free and un­
speakable love to our \vretthed race ; and to me, the
least of them all. Here language fails, and my mortal
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tongue dies, unable: to l1tt:t"~'9uc1ian uftspeakable my-s­
lel"y. 0, may I Ih'e 'answerable to such ·high prh ilege"S,
alwa.ys under a realizing ana' powerful tense of such
free, boundles4\, so\!e\·~ign love! (), the height and
depth, the length and breadth of this love of God, ''1hich
hath stoo~d to regard lne, eVen unworthy me, tbe'least
and most unworthy'of, an th~_finite race!

~"~II.· 8. AlJand.antly refreshed; especially in con­
yersing with a ehvistian .!1·ielld. God was pleased to
,eviv~ in me a fresh'sense.of his long ~xperjt:nced faith­
fulness, 'white I· ,'as ~peak ing pf his infinite gooduess.
My Savio~, my almighty friend,·sec·ms again returning
to 01Y 8.0.01.0, I would Lid my God ten thousand wel­
comes to my soul ! An(~, 0 that ch'''istians would prac­
tise the duty of cblistian ,conference more! \V hat a
mean would this be to rt:vive -vilal godlintss!

~ .Fe6~ 13. 0 God, if I may not get satisfi~d in tbee,
now pass" I bt:'Seech thee, an "irrt\tocabJt: decree; 0,
swear, by thyself, that llothing e.se shan .sfy me.' I
,vant none but lhee ; and if rl10u ~atisfy me not, I would.
remain eteJanaJly .unsatisfied, pneasy, and resl-Iess. But
) kno\' thou \vi It do it: for thou hast bid me open 'wide
D)Y Dl->uth, and hast promised thou WOl.lldst fill it. 0
-divin~ power,:come with th~commandf and., behold, it
is opened" ! {~ened so· wide,t that not hing but thy in­
tillite -self' c~n fiU it ; and thou wilt, consistent \vith thy
tt'llth and fahhfulness, fill it. Yea, 1 know thy migh~y

love and bent'fiet:n~e would inclint: thee to, do it, had I
not a ~pti)misc It>: p}eed ; ·eVeD. th~t love and beneficence
~?,bi.e·h tirst.moved.tbee to promise, .RDd has now begot
ill :1"'1 ~1i011J th;js,&attftd. t)lir8t. .,
. ;\:V..hen .abaft. IeMle,.and appear before God !. I wOllld,
~~y -(~~d, :wltit witt.. pat1ellce-thy. time; yet,. 0 be not
;of{el1fle6.·.wJth rm,·, iOlp,orl\.Jtlity, whith I'is~s lIot, I trust,
f~0t:l' ft~con:t~J)t~wjth th~ allolrntnts of pro~'idence" No,
_hles5~d lle;God! I ,-have ;f"rends, the most tender and
ki·nd, .that-th.~re3tloflafl"ords. .rrhy. providellce bath,
and doth supply all "my: \V81\tS ; so that I can say~ 1 am
full and aboul~d :. I am sl.lrrolind~d with goodn~ss aneI
metcy. And ",h(j11·1~Jorok·:apo\lndme, I know. none on
eal:th~ with \v:oom I. d.esire .t!J(.~"nf;e cil"tumstal1ces:
b~cau$et thOt..~:1 have ~ot thdl" wealth,· I ha"e not
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their cares" ,and enta~glements-; and can -enjoy my Gael'
without t~eir distraction. But, 'I trust, the -tfue spring
'of my desires is love to 'God, that I. may behold bis face
and Rlory, and get free irom tbis'body of sioand death;
.where and- when I shall adore, love,~;praise, and serve
this ever blessed God, to the utmost of mY·PQweTs.

l\'ly God, my ~"ather,my Savior, my alm·ighcy Rriend,
my only everJastioK portion, when ahalt I see' thee in
glory? (l,the unutterable felicity, once to behuld the
(;od -I. love ! 'fhou, thou art the delight of thy own in­
finite self, and behold~lt thy 'own -infinite perfections,
with infinite pleasure; bow. then shall -thy poor, -finite­
worm·, be filled, ravished and transported \vith the Rlo­
rious \'ision! Could'l See· DO more df thee. hereafter,
·than now,. I would, be content to ~trug~le -and fight, in
this fit'ld of lYaule.. But· to :see. the God I wish! A
glance of bis jn~finite perfections bas s-wallowed up my

.whole soul in lon~in~3 to behold' w·ith open face. What
faint ideas ave I of the perfections of God, in this dis­
tant Idnd! How short Iny '"iews of -infinite- holiness!

. How low .:tre all my conceptions of thy admirable beau­
ty! 0, fOf.one moment's contemplation 9t thee, 8S do

. the bJ'essed above! Hut this I know, -would fix. m,;: eter­
nally there. I cannot see tlly, f.!ce, and -liye.·· 0 then,
Jet nle. die. to b~hold it. 1 would - giv~ my life awcl)',
for the bl~8t visit>n and fruition 'of my God; and"sh()ul~

think ,myself an infinite ~ainer. O,.come, Lord Jesus,
pity, pity Illy thirsty.soul ! ' . , :,..~'. " :.. r

May 1" God is now_ easing an'My pain,~ thesigbt
of his blessed countenance. After H ft:w cloudy days, be
is cOlne himself .with the roJ; anti" l.bav6 so lYluch to
do ·to admlre "him, tnat I lose the 811l'a.,t 'of .•at·I:. .• ~l"'hou
art w~lcome, 0 my God, thou apt ;we'conae., briDlJ what
thou wilt with thee. Come tl1yst:lf, .ar.ad it~lgll\VlelJ, I 'am
happy. -I hall e this day heard that my fI.~tO:'·S.a-Y9; ;he
c an do nQ more fOl'- me; consid4tl\iag mCj in\:.'Ul'ahle. I
think 1 never did wasie soJast in Iny~life,as:within these
few days. But I can, yea, 1 wilLrejojce, wblle Iny God
doth thus smile. .

.1l'Jay 9., ,,,\Tery \v~ak and lo~ tn body to ..day.. This
is new work4· l~o b~ si~J is not o'ew to- me.' 0 my
so_~), 1 never·knt:w what dying ,vas. ? ~iuy,~avior, help
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~e to ebcounter this last enemy, death. Since tl:aou
hast taken a"ay .the BlinKt hence arises all my hope.·
"rhe valley. is dark; (), Itt thy rod and staff comfort
mo. Let there be DO delusion in my fttith.

May 10 Peranittetl this gay to tommemorate my
Savior's dyinK love. And here ia nlY comfort in death.
How sweet wel~e these words'to, mY'soul ! .6' """hiH is Jny
budy, which W4S b,"oken·.for you; and this is my blood
shed for you." 0 condescending love! 'Vhy has it
-1ltooped to me ? 0 bOvereign grace, never to be fathomed
by a finite w~rm ! -

May 11. Exercised with stronK pains1 amazing. to
natu.·e. 1 'sued for -patienct:with every breath .. suppo.·t­
ed by these words, U Patient in tribulation ;" a Christ­
like, child-like disposition. Shall a liviDR man com­
pl.tin ; a man for the punishmeol of his .sins-·? 0, ho\v
~ood is God, that I am not alwilys held up unde'r such
extremity of .pain ! Verily Goo is KratiotJs in all.
Though he slay me, yet will' I· trust·in him. Lord,
.thou art the portKm of tny soul.

~lalJ. \Veak'in body.. 0 what a solemn'thing it is
to die! How shall I encount~r death! For soul and
.body to part, must be hard wo."k. () the important;'
hour, that hastens on me! A mistake here, can never
be repai.red. A delusion here, willllr~ve everklstin~ly,..
eterntllJy fatal. But, surely. my Sav h1r; I rest on thee
for -life and salvation. I see inf;nite f\llnes! in thee, for
all my wants; and my beart rathe-r fears to die, than to
be dead. . Yet this care I· wi" :le.,c: with thee, my dtir-
est Redeemer. :: '~; .".

May 14. I fi»d it ..to ~e the':"opinion ~(Jf 'mY' d()ctor·,
that I am hastenlntr 00: to o1y gr~af Cba"~e. j BJestted
be God for' 80 pious.. f$itbful a 'physi~ian'~ . And, ()', h~w
sweet DOW to su"Yey that 'd'e~rithat blessed inh-el~itan'c'e'!
l."here is my treasure, my God, and my Christ. 0 in"
finite riches! Come, Lord Jesus, () conie quickly'!
'V·jth aD ever hasty soul would I meet -the ines8atf~:'
Transporting hour of dear-ret~ase; I lon~ for ,thy 81>':
~proach. J am wea~y of all below'; and (o'r thee o~ly do
J. wait. But ah 1 methinks I find too much reluctance
at Iingerin~, and cannot find such a cheerful freedonl
to wait G09''S·time, though it should be nlonths anq
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years, ItS I desire. I want to be:entire)y resistned to
stay, if it be the will of God that I sbouid linger along
t-o the utm~)st bounds of humall life. 'Lord,~ make me
re~igned' to thy sovereign pleasur.t:.· Yet..;if it: fllily be,
o cOlne ·.thou quickly, ro,y life, ~ my ~Lord,my joy, my
only rest and s~lis£action.. '.

,At/ay. Much better in heal~h. ·But 0, wi\h what.re­
luctance' dO' I Dlett this life! 0 what an- unresigned
soul is mine! How unprepared tn meet such a disap­
pointanent! Y.et,O my God,·) am resolvedn~verto give
over struKgJing, until I am fully resig.Aed. ~o this.
Ilelp, L61xl, help../ .
, MJlY~ Great alteration. in mysctlf to-,~ay. .Disorders
setm to vanish. God see'ms pa5sing before nu: ill ado­
l~able sovereigntYe. \Vheri I am raised on the wiAg of
desires, as it WC:I'e. just on 'the- entry of bliss ;.: lind joys
\lnslkalta~e are opened to me, in the most ravishing
-llrosilects .. my ft tuering disoi'ders teU me, it was but a .
-dream I. ~-alS in: I tuay yet live long. 0 dark, 0 dis·
mal dlsappoint,nent! Hpw ~ do,t thou Cause. -my late

· tl:aRspQrteJLsph·its ~() flag and c)roop! Stay, my soul, it
j~. {;od,<i .,.:0 ;adQI'able s·ov·el'c:j·guly·! fhou wilt t11ake me
submit~.. : I-i~n~trl"J>l'lh" cumt: life; COOle death; .onJy let
my·. WiU be sw'a)JQwed up in thine,. and all 'shall be well.
I am fietermintd, tll!'ou~h grace assisting, that not.hing
shall dis;pl.~a$e =~le ,which pleaseth thee, l'his is my
prayer. and lh~s my ·pUl"post:; let practice be the same.
1 (nay shrink'at t.he rod, and· fear the frown; but still I
w~ll aJing t,o, th~ h~nd, all..} ·I()ve. tbeface.. -if· both be there.
Let me now take up aU OlY .'est and satisfaction ,in (~od,

alld-i~pI·OV~ 'a-.ll int¥ ~i,lDe. an61 talents fOl';'his p;lory, .
. ~Oft.. I." '(~iQ''')' tQ God for ,his as~i&taDce ·this day:

~~ ~J1a~ pele) .up "1Y' ,poor weak body b~yoJ:ld all ...R1Y. ex­
p~ctatioJls, throu~h Dlany· d,rties, (;101'1 to God, for
that nea"ness of aCC~Stt, with which I have been favored.
And I(.IQry \,0 him fo~ that atr~cting senlie of sin, in my
cqnf~ssions'; and for that unreterved and ,renewed· sur­
r'i=ndtl' of myself, sou) and b~y, to (~od. Now .know
I, 0 Lord, that thou art a p.eayer hearing God. Now I ·
know., that not all my unworthiness can stop the cu.-rent
of Infin.it.e ~oodness ; and that thou art gracious, because
thou wIlt b~ gracious. 0, how bast "thou tt"iumllbed
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QV~ all thORe mighty diffiC'Ulties, whj("h seer..:.et4 to be in
the way. And as thou hast never failed, on ·th,. part,
in ~iving libundant matter for p.-aise; () let me not now
fail, iR my mea8Qr~, in ascribinR" glorY.d honol' to thy
free grace. Let me no\'t', and for e , be studying
what I shall reoderJor all thy ben~fits'done l1nto nle.

o the height a'nd depth of that unbounded grace and
mercy, which brought me out of d~ath and rl~struction,

into lite and salvation: yeta, out of all that is dreadful,
into all that is desirable. From th~ strictest ~arcJa I
can lnake-, I must conclude that, throu~h' f,"ee, rich,
.sovereign grace, I am of the numbt'r of his chosen, re"·
deemed ones; in whom there is wrought, hy the Holy
Spirit, a free, full, hearty, consent· to the tet'ln~ of J be
gospel; a r~liance un Christ Jesus f()r life and salva·
tion t with an entire resi~nafionof the whole soul to
his....government and dis('iplin~ ; a ch~rr\J1 embracin~ of
Cbrisr, as Lord Rod Sa\'-ior, in all his offices ot prophet,
pries', ~nd k.ing; and in all . his benefits. And in the
es~rci8e of this faith, cleaving to 'him, and 11im only,
hatiojt every false way, and delightin·g in tht:. way of
boline.s.

-Now is Christ precious to ~). 80\11: 1 esteem hinl
the pearl of great p."ice ; th,e chief of ten thou~ancls; ..
yea.. al,togetber lov~ly~ ev~n in his personal excellencies,
and the only sUitable Savior for me. 1"0 thee win I re-
pai'r lor all supplies of grace And s·t ren~th. I long after
a.thorough conformity to thee. I love thee above all,
and earnestly long to ,leave all, to be \vith thee whtrc
thou art. } love my friends, .as ~Y lite; yet, I w0l1l~1
leave both for thee, (1 thou desire of n~v soul. (), ~h~rf
shall I be· where I shall sin no'more-! Never act' the
pal~ of a. traitor; nevt:r behave a' an ungrat~fl1l enetny
to the best of £l"iends.. Lord, I cannot hear to tt"eat thee,
as I too ~ftt:n do. O. wht\t had I been, had it not been
tor thee! H(,w wretched. how miserable! What hope
towards God could I haye had! Banished from (iod, I
must have wandered an eternal exile. 0 my Rerleemet..
w_hat hast thou done for Ine! Why were I not a misera-
bl~ heath·~n? W·hy ~avel hearli the io~·ful ntWs of a ...
Savior? And 0 yet more, why hath he betn 'savingly
revealed to mt, ~nworthy Rle? 0 the freeness of this

8
i •



86 ' 'LIFE OF ~ISS ANTHONY.

grace! Q the infinity of his love! 0 my God Redeem­
er, what is it that thou hast not done ,for me ! ,I were
llndon~ without thee. I have no )lOpe but ~n thee: no
access to God, _no .coDlfort of (be Spirit, but in and
through thee. ~ thou best of nalnes, and best of be­
ings. I cann9t speak thy. worth; it is in6nite, and needs
an infinite understandin~ to know it. .

But ~rt t~ou thlls infinitely great and gracious i and
thousands of thol.sands of souls know nothing of thee,
bu~ oy the dim lig-ht of nature? 0 stod thy' light and
truth into the dark cornel'S of tile earth. 0, let those
,,-bo never heard of a Savior; and those who now see
no form or conleliness in him, fall dOWll before his most
amazing be~uty·. O"reveal thyself lQ these, and they
shall conf~ss· all besides is but dross. (), let Heathen
and Jews see the God whom they have hitherto de.spised.

Ji'efJ. 1748. ) .aU) alnazed that I know so little of God.
I ,ord, I am as -ignorant as a beast before thee. I f~ar,

,vhether such ignorance he consistent with a state uf
~race. ~an I. iiI: bOI'n of God, and yet know no more
0.£ the nlystel"ies of- thy kingdon, ?, 0, how-evel~ ignorant
] aln, in other, I:espects, let nle know thee, and Jesus
Christ, whoJn to know ,.is life ettrnal. Blessed be thy
nanl~! thou bast chosen the foolish and base things of
this \\rorlcl7 0 then, let me but be ablt to C~Hlprthend,

,v,ith all saints, what is the .breadth and length, and depth
and height) and to kno\v the lo\·e of Christ, \vhich pass­
cth knowledge, a~ld I \vill ne\'el' env)' the most capacious,
learned understanding, in the whole'uu,i\'el'se, ,vho yet
kno\vs not thee. nut art. thOll, indeed, my God, my in­
finite portion; and )~.et 1 know (nQ 'mOi'.e of thee? 0,
\lllveiJ thy glories to my StllIl ! 0, take me to thyself, to
the / open vision ; '"land I shall tlu"u k~ow more uf thee,
than the nlost leal'ned, experienced saint eve1' diQ k,now,
in this \vorld.

'fhis night I 'vas s\vnllowed up undc.r
l

a sense of my
ignorance, so that I kllew not how to live under, it. I
'''as afraid 1 \vas too ignorant, t'ver to ha,re been' sa\'in~ly
t.Jllightc;ned. J appeared to rnybelf to be the most ig-

,. J}or::nt ,,'.·etcn the 'earth e\'er bore, sca.'ce rational. But,
l)lt:sst"c1 be (;od! in this tiole of great disu'~'s~lle 'vas
rle!\~l'd to let light into my Inilad, antl 1\SSU'~ ~ne that
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:flesh and blood had' not revealed God, and Christ, and
the thjn~s of the kingdotil to. mt:, so as to luakc.:: Inc,
t:hoos~ tht:tn.bt:fo.oe the th;n~s of time and sense.

And now was God pleast:d to Inake sucb disco\Oe,ojes
. of his 'glorious f\lln~s!t to my soul, as gu\'e tne SOlllt=

s\vect ·idea of open vision; and I even fainted fOI" fuH
fruition. (), with \vh~t inlportunity did I wrestle to10

the assinliLlting \Jision '"! nut alas, thj~ cloJt of fl\:&h in­
tCl·l·upted ! I felt a", if I had almost gloas'l)ed in\iisibililies ;
and that I would hold my b~lo\'ed, and not ~~t hiln go ;
alul that I \fould gaze fl?" e,re.o

• )Jut ah this clog! I.
50011 found nature too faint. 0 cruel weaknebS and ,dis­
ease, thus to interrupt my adoring soul! I-Iad yOli COOle, .

and stopped me ill the enIoymt:llt of my fl'ic:nds, ~tlu.l

fOI'bid D1Y cOlltinuance aOlidsl ten thousand eat'th1t'ue­
lights. I had not said a \vord : but () how cl'u~1 lo inl~r­

J'upt mr \yeary, thirsty, tamisbin~sottl, \vh~n just hoping
10 take my fill amidst such delights and glol'it.;s, as WCl'C

th~n breaking in on Iny sou I·! '
o nl¥ God, anl 1 thine, and shall it be thus with me ? .

Shall I enjoy th~e no more ·hel·e? 'rllt:ll, 0 my con,·
},asslonate Sa1ior,' take, I pray thee, take- me \Vhtl'e

ncither-,ick nor sinful nature shall ev~r iott:rrupt more.
I an) ahnost ready to say, could on~ of the p~l·fcct,hIes:.­
cd spirits above, \vho have nu pl".opetisity in lJ'ei.· natures'
to murtnur or .oepille, forbear \0 c.onlplain of such a clog
as this! ,.

Dec" 19, 17;t.S. 'I have been with a dear child or God.
Saw ht:r sick', dying, and dead. I S8\V 5Jle disll c:ssing'
agonies of her soul. God hid hlS face, aDd she was
trouWed. ~atan roared, and .... she ,,"as telTibJy afraid.
l)~.\th app roached her, &nd its hOrrOI'S took hold upon
her soul._ 0, how often wa~ I called to her dying bt:d,
to hear her distress !. ~Iay 1- never forget, or lose the
iJnl' ..e~sion of th~se thiilgS ! 1 saw hel" ghastly. looks,
and heard her dQk:ful c.rics. ,Yea, I j"tll h~o a);onies.
'f ht:y pie·reed ll~Y SO\11. God gave me .to b~lieve that he
\voulQ af>pear fUl" h~1" ; and 1 thought 1 was cOlne th~re

to be encouraged against rn,. own de~th·· But, ah! I
found hel' dying, and knc~ not hcnv Cod \vas cleliling
with ht:l', as to cOlnfO'rts. And \\'hile I \vas yet looking
to God, she spak~. G-od covtred latlO hc~d in lhis day of

,.
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battle; and she was no more afr~id. Now was her
soul irdlamt:d, while her body was cold. My soul re­
vi\'cd: I felt htr joy. She kissed me with her dying
lips; and. wi!h sn)ile;s, expressed her full assurance of
eternal h~ppiness ; admiring a precious Christ, till she
could spta~ no more. .

0, adorable sovereignty! I saw God in all this. It
was the Lord's doing, and marvellous in my eyt:s,. God _
ln~t me in the way of his providence. He granted my
reqll~st, with r-espect to his handluaid. I was wilh her
in ht:r. last moments; saw God's' faithfuftlt:ss: I saw
him fulfil his word to her; the word on \\?hich he had
caused her to hope. And, 0 ! may I never f~rget what
a solemn thinK it is to die. How intxcusable shall I be,
if I .should be found ·unprepared. after aU these things!

.I1/l14 i[ 18, 1749. 0, bow soon is the scene changed!
I was latt"ly ~en swallowed up unde.· a sen8~ of the UD­
bounded s~ries of mercies, constantly flowing in on me:
but now ang-u.ish and horror hath takeo hold of me. so
that nQthing in this -world aWords me any real delight or

-$leasure. ~ly fear and dread of thunder is so ~great,

t'hat I find no rest at home 01· abroad; but' am in one
,constant distress, whethtr it be clear or cloudy;_ 80 that
natu."e is.scarce able to endure the amazing sJlock.- 0
my God, my God. my covenant (~oi, my .ther, my
rest, my refu~, 011 high tower, my rock of defense; .
for str-j beJitve thou art to Die; and therefore would '
cast my soul on thee, with th'e utmost cdhfidence : and
yet my nature ~s thrown into the greatest distress at the

• Miss Anthonv, from tbe eonstittltion of her animal frame, or
from some unkno~n cause, was from her youth greatly teM"ified
by thunder: and was often thrown into gr.eat ,Jertu.·bation and
distl"ess, when the."e were any·.signa of a thunde.r storm: and
even when there were no appea."ances Af it, she was sometimes
in cOllstan~di~tre.6s and terror fi·om day to ':Jay, by apprehensi()~s
of it; which seems_ to have'been hel" case, ;then she wrote thJ!i.

It was trl,ly unaccountable, that a pel'!iton of 8u('h piety.. and
who was often raised above the fear of death, and-did fl"e'quently
long fhr it, should be .thus ter,ified. _ What she suspect('d. was
doubtless true, that the tenlpter took ad\Oantage of this animal
weakness and propensity, to work on .her imagination, and con­
tuse, dillconcel1., and perplex her mind. In thl~ after part of hel'
life, she was in a great degree detivered f.·om these f~ars.
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noise of thy thunder.~ 0, shall rnYJioul be shaken from
its confidence in the~! Where then can this im mortal,
this di!ttressed soul find rest? (),stay me on thyself.
L~t me not be afraid with any amazement. -(), conlpose '
me to a CI\lj~t temper of mind. Calm all my rears'~ and
1 will rejQit;e in ihy salvation. rrhe humble s~all hear
thereof, and be glad, and .trust in my God. 0, say tl'
my tenlp~S~uOus soul, Be ~till, be calm, be not afraid;
it is I, thy covenant God, and dearest Ij'at!:aer ; thy faith­
ful God, aQd thy almighty Redeen~er. (), speak with
almighty power, ~!\d all this tnighty terrOl" shall instant..
ly vanish; and sweet rest and conlposure. shall ensue;
~ 0 m-y (.. ud, contend not for ever, lest the spirit fail,
and the soul which tllou hast made. Nor let. satan take
the advall)age, to work on my fear, and so drive my
50ul 1,'om its confidence in God. .'l'his 1 believe he is
powerfully and sllbtilly aiming at. 0, show thyself
stronger than the strong man aroled. 0, thOll Captain of
my salvation. arise for my h~lp. I am thine, and thou
art mine. I am persuaded, neither life, nor death, "princi­
palities nor powers, things present, nor things to come,
shall ever be, able to separate me from ~he love of God in
Christ Jesus my Lord. - And thoiJgh satan may, if thou'
permitteat, terrify and distress, even to death; yet be
cannot bl-Cak the blessed union between Christ and mt
soul: 'and· even by d~ath, through Ch~~~t, I should be
made a'compl~e conqueror,over si11, salan, death and hell.

- Tti~,day, .df!gU8t 1, 1749. Blessed be God for the~'

assistance of the day~ in extraordinary prayer fo.-the
advancement,of ·Christ's. kingdom and interest in th"e
world.. I trust my 80ttl hath been more -than ordinari.ly.
eDgaged' for the out-pouring of the Spirit; for the whole
church of God militant; for the dowmal of antichrist ;
and for the bringing in of the ~ews and Heathen. 0
that, the sava~es of the wilderness lDay become the
Jambs ·of Christ's fold! How sweet is it to be united in
Spil·itwith a number of God'. dear children, at one and,
the saJUe ti me, for the same glorious interest, even the
advancemento£ our Redeemers' kiopm in.the world,!
~rbcu~" absent in body, yet united in spirit.and int~re8t:

o ;may we lift up holy hanc!s without wrath and doubt­
ing. 0 grant tbe unity of the Spirit" which is the bond

8- •
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of peace: 0 may 'Vod hear OUt" prayers! Let OUI'll J.e'"~

quest find a graciollS" acceptance. If'ulfil thy promise l()
thy Son; alld Jelt the glorious things spoken ~oncel-nin~

thy Zion b!-soon accomplished, to the glol'y·ofthy eter-
. l1al name, and the good of .thine .elect_ .f'f...I1.J1ril 10, .1150. 0 my God, wire" wilt tbou come

".L'~'·~ tnto me, and r~lease DiY weary soul·? Thou hast DOW

\f\i taken a dear 811lOt from her knees t9 glory. !ihe oftetl
told me her fears and tears; but thou wast the guide of
ber youth, and the Btair of her old age. She is cut down
a~ a shock of corn, Tully-"'ripe; a Ipvely pa~terl} of piety.
l~ knew her hUlJlble expressions of herself; .great self,;.

- di~dence and raised hope in 'the deat- Rede.,mer. And
Jl0W GWl .has distinguished her 'b): he~ death,: she was
found efying, 00- her knees, at prayer. Blessed IS that
servant" whom hi~ ,Lord, when -ht: cometh, shall fin<J so
doiVg. 0, methinks, perhaps ht:r soul w~s kissed away.
ller clay vessel, unable to bear the \veight of divi.ne love,
burs~ out with' bealQli of ji.ly ttnspeakable, Jllld full or
glory. -Did not God, "bile she \vas in -prayer, give her

.S\lch lively vie,vs of himself, such a ravishing p~ospect

of infinite glory? Did he not draw aside the veil, and let
her behold him? p, methinks''I hear her_ cryinK in an
ecstas}", "I cannot, see thee, and live-'t' lef me d~e, that
I may uehold thee, as thou· art!' (), methi,Bks I see her

- <lr.ink in and gaze, until she had even forgot to live. 0
ble&sed death 1 0 sweeter life l 1·here,' -seeing "Goot I

\\ •tr~st, abe is satis&ed. , i

. ~ --. ~heB shall I fol~ow ber! Ilon~, I ~ong to rise,.and
dwelt above. Ho,w long, LorA Goq, holy and trUCt be-

· fore I shall hear the summons, -alld drop this clog of
earth? ,Ah, hOl" am ,I }l8ined at this' distance! This
fl'ail body unfits. me for every duty. ~ i soul cannot
rise and, sing. Darkness, feara-, and pain fc:tter my soul
in its most lively efforts. 0, come, IllY dear SaviQr.

July 3,' 1750.. E'Xceedi~ terrible ,thunder and light­
ning last ni~ht. But, blessed be God, I did qpt frel
t·bose distressing agonies which J used to £eef~ .] be­
lieved my God gave each clap of thunder its <tommis­
sinn. 0 wbat shall I render to the LOl'd for 80 far 'eam-

. posing my 80ul, alld preeefving the whble houle and
family! 0, for more light, life, -~ love:·!



LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY.

'I'his afternoon hard thunder again, Btl, blessed be
God, 1 was in no distre.as-. (), how good 18 God to Ine

in this, as well as in every distress ! I • •

July 8. Had little or 110 sleep last night.. I Rose very
early. Went to town.* It was extremely warm; 'all

-'Which, with 'a slothful, wicked heart, did· much ,ntit mt; .
for public worship. Yet, blessed be God,. aftel- nlceting,
I was much refreshed, and my spirits much revived, b)·
r~adiDg D\·. Wlttts' sermon on. Nearne8s" to God, 'lie
felicity of th~ crt-GIUTe. 0, if I know any~ thing of
beaven, this" ~"i. is heaven, to be near DIy God. 'fhere
is scarcely any thing that doth so revive Rod sweetly
refresh my soul, even when at the Jo\vest ebb" as this•.
How soon do 1 feel the .wa..mi'ng, quick~ning influence
of such meditation! (). wbat can hea\'en afford equal to
the frJitioD of God! I long for heaven, tor freedom
from sin; and for the blessed society of perfected .saints '
and angels; and on many other accounts; but the most
pleasing, constant, Y and abiding j.oy flows from the
thought of enjoying God, as be il in h~m8elf, l.'ather,
~on, and Spirit, my infinitely, Cull and all.;sutBcient
portion. 0 happy hour! Come, come. 0 come, atld
dawn 01} my languishing spirit. 0 come! I would fly
to meet the transporting momt:l\t. But lanKUaR'~ fails.

. My senl swells with the thought, too big to be uttet'ed.·
I must cease to atternpt to expressimy longing, alld lose
my soul in contemplation. 1

July 10. Again my soul is refreshed ~ith,and in"
Cod. What can a fi(J\te creaCUre wish or desire lteyond
~e#lt in God.? 0, ho\v inc.oncei\'abJe is the happiness for
a fiaite vapor· to be till~d out of (;od's fulness, and
almost seem to clasp aninfihite God i~ its",)f, as.in
heaven, w-hilc! It stretches after' this God, and enjoys"
him to the fgJ.l! 0 infinite myst~ry·! l~he.infinite God,
the portion of "l\ fin~tt" worm; and yet n~t complt:tely
satisfiedt until it awake in his likentss. l\l y~ soul
8tr~tche8 for God, as though it would stretch into-
-immortality. 1~hi8 is the God, whose b~1ng and pel'~

f,:clions-l have bt.en ltelnpted 10 disbelieve. ()f let me
8t:e him as he is. let Ine see him for luyself; It\ me

• She then lived at a little dittance from the town.
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love him, .. he is worthy; or rather" let me love him
as much as finite )}atul"~, enlaa'ged in all it, vasl capa-
ci ties, is capabl~ of. ~.

0, why ~his distanr.e! \Vhy thi" veil" between ! I
1Vou~d'gaze my life away on this be~uty, and these per­
fections. 0 infintte God, thou only delignt of my soul!
It is through Jesus the Mt:diator, by the Holy Spi.·it,
that I have acces~ to the infinite 'Deity hinlself. Be

, not tifl"aid, my soul, with any llmazt:ment; but be
hUlnble, ltum6le to the dUBt. -
, Spent some part oftbis day.in seeking God's direction

• and blessing in regard to,' my proposed journey 'to
. Boston. My sou(seems ~tterly aVerse to goipg" with­

out the divine presence. Bles~ed be God'! w.bethcl- I
go, or stay, I trust I have been near to (~od, an'd per­
mitted to wrestle hard for -his direction, . with a.n
unbiassed atrectioneither for going or stayill1t. A1f I
seem to seek for, or desire, js to Klorify and enjoy God:
for nearnt.ss to him is the greatest felicity I can See or
desire. "rherefo're, I leave it with God, tru8tin~: in hi~

faithfulness. I ,vtll cry unto God, unto Go~ most high,
who performeth all things for me..

Feb. 13, 1751. Last Monday, Feb. 11, at hight, my
s9ul was led to cOhtemplate the heing and perfection's of
the blessed God. IIere I stood and gazed, until all my
8ou.was fixed with unutterable attention 0, How did
the glory of this divine, infinite, self-existing, self-gum· .

, cient Being, raise my ('ontemphuion, and draw out the
"strenR\h of my soul, with vigor and ardor, to dive as far,
and take in as much as a finite mortal bt:ing could co.n­
tain ! 0, how glorious, how infinitely glorious, did tbe
exalted, imlnense, immortal, incomprehensible D~ity

then appear, to my enlarged, adoring soul! And while
I gazed, my sou) was filled 'with inexpl~ssib)e astonish­
ment at the many and great affronts and" indignities I
bad offered to· this divine, infinite .Majesty. 0, .!low •
dt:t my soul shrink into nothing, and less than nothinR,
before Jehovah, while r lay prostrate .t>efore him, and
confessed my agg.ravated Ruilt wnh renewed application
to the blood 'Of Jesus Christ his Son 10" bow mean
did all the human race then appeer! Infinitely unworthy
of, the least regard from God. I cried, LOled, what is
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m~n, that thou ar~ mindful of him! Man, who is a
wo,om of the dust, that he should be capable of contt'm­
plati"ng and enjoyjn~ a 8cin~, who i8 his own iufinite
deli~ht and happiness. 0, all incomp,·eh~nsib(e,

unfathomable Divinity, it is thou, and thou only, "'ho
canst trace, alld fully reach these boundless depths. " In
vain my finite soul, clogged with eal'th, 9tl·~tch~d aftcl­
clear lind full diacovel'ies.

But, 0 mighty God, \vhy hast thou thui dj~njfied

worms of the (lus~! Verily this is the hi~hest f~licity

. that human natur~ is capable of. God himself no lesl
,than this infinite. self-sufficient God, whonl I now ~hoh.l

beyond all expression !,stonibhin~ly Klnriou8 (aull.' yet
J behold an infinitely small part -of his fulness) tbv
happin.e~~of u)an! Ver!ly tny soul is here lost in won..
dt:r. 0 infinite goodntss and love ! ~I'his is a di.~nity,

even the contemplation and enjoyment of thyself, that
the D10st daring sons' of men would nev":.· have dared .
to a!tk, had~t not tholl, thQU onlv, who wast gble and
willing, thus digni6ett Olil" nattlre:'" ,-

Hut here aKa;n, my sO~ll) reachinR' after hiRher de­
grees of wondtr, lovet and delight, looked on fallen maal,
.who had -sliKhted and despised this dignity; and. by
his apostasy, was 'putout of all possibrlity of enjoying
this Go~, by any thing he could do, Here I beheld
this God p,·oviriinK a Mediator, even his own Son, that 4

80 all who b~lieve in him n)i~ht be brOuRht to the fulJ
en,jQyment of him, in glol"y. Now my soul was all
.t:nKu~ed"and inflamt:d; my desire intenaely reaching
after the open vision and-fuJf fruitio.o of thi~ all amiable
and ~Iorious Bein~- ' My soul even broke with longing
after God, my 'only desit-able felicity.

My thoughts were vc:ry deep lind fixe", I can scarce
remember any season, in which I was Inore immoveably
fixed and en~a~t.d. Not" could my thoughts be cli\"ert­
cd, after· I came out of my chambtr ; but t'ontinuetI

.. very fixed, thOligh. I felt my "hody ~l"Qntly disordtrt:d
and racked ,V t'nt to bed; but a violent pain' seiztd

. "" the~erve8 and-sinews of my hea~.•~ that I Kot little 01;

no sleep. . '!'. ~~ -
Illarch 26.. On S'atlll'dcly the 24.th, it thundered; hut

I fell coqlpose::d, aJJd not terrified, "s I ha'·c bt;e::n some

.'"
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, ti.nes :. but whel,l I r~tjred, thou-~h the thunder and
)ightJ.lin~ were over, yet satan "was. permitted .to. work
\. ery R.owerfu II y on niy fear" even to amazement: Yet
1 kept on in duty, rollin~ myself on, (iod, through
Christ : claiming God as nlY covenant Qod and Father;
a:loring- (~od fOI' the sufficient secul'ity he- bad pl'o\'idt:d
in Chl'ist Jesus for ail that do belit:ve ; appeali'ng to God
for the ~incerity of my faith; of the free, full and
uru'eset'\'td d~icationof myself tu hian and his service;
and choice or hinl fOI' lny portion, l ..ord and King ; l&ot
ol)ly \l\7h~n in great f~ar and terror, but in the most
sedate .d cotnposed s~asons I ever knew; as Wt'll in.
pl'ospel'ity as adversity': a choice \\I'hich .flo\\·ed froln a
deep, sound CCWviclion oft his infinite excelleliCr ; a
cboic~ ~ntjl'ely fl·ee. 1 asserted the -faithfulness of
G·od ; _tdumpbed in hIs infinite grace and love", l\nd
all this while there ""as the nlost violent conflict \vithin ;
satan opposint( all these, and many lnore, and raising
1ny fear to..Q uista'essing- ht:ig~lt. And thus I continuc:d

.. for ~onle thue, so that \vhen I h3d finished the dUly of
])rayer, I found Iny si)irits nluch exhalisted,~ and ,01y

body alf!lost stiff, as tho~lgh it had been numb. '
'fhese al~e some of the disu't:ssing conflicts, ,vith

",l',hich I am frequentl.y c:xerci~cd; so that nature set:nlS
sOtnetinles almost ready to fai~lt ",oder them, chiefly ill·,
stcret prayer. I anl forced, as it ,v~re, to do. fike the
J~ws. It iS

J
said, every oile with one hand ,vrf)u~ht in

the work, and with the other held a/\~·eapon. 0, Jtlory
to God, w·ho .does thus 'Jphold 1ne, that I am not quite
overcome by these powers,-of dal'kn·ess! 0, when shall
llly soul be at· rest in~this God! 1 long for ~ happy'
release. Yet I subnlit to thy ",ill: on.ly -aftord me thy'
stl'~nKth and l~raci(fus p..eSl:llCe, that I faiut not, nor be
out.done. (), let not satan get the advantage a~ainst

Dle. l), glory to that God, who has stood by IDt:, and
defea~ed the suutil policy B.nd malice of those combined
l~gions that "'vt: ri~en up against n-,e. . Sure!y ..1 ,vas
))0 .rnatch fOl' one of these, had not Jehovah appeared
for nH:·.

() then, nlY soul. he not dismayed: be resolute, and re­
sist in his stren~th,,which has Rt:cn IlHWe pCI'fe\..t in thy
'" .:a~nt;lSs. Let O?t thes~ SOi~t: con~~ats UiSccul'uge tl~~c i



LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY. 95

but -rathet- encourage to trust a~d figtlt under the Lord
Jehovah. Perhaps thou art near thy joUtney"s eJJd, that.
satan rages thus,· O~ droop not, then, at the end of thy
race. \'Yilt thoy inglori<Jllsly desert the cause of God ?
It-is bot ulllikely t~at satan has reserved the m~st violen~

assP.ults to- the last. But will that God, who hath neve,­
left m<: 'in one .instanc·e, nnsuccored, or l1n,-e~jeyed, no\v .

. forsake me? No, surt"ly Of). () then, my soul, ft:ar not,
though 8.an 5u-ive to shake thee. Sortfetilnes he wuuld
suggest, God is not such a Being, as l have apprehend~d

him to be i and that there is no sef-ut-ity -in the ~ospel

way of salvation. oy Jesu8 Chl-ist, to venture an in,mor.
tal soul on. Again, h.e woultl persuade me the."e is no
reality in reliRion t the work of gl,"a~e on the h~arts of
God's c.bild"en, in reKeneratitln and sancrificati'on, is
nothing real; that there is no real change ill these.
And then he proceeds to d~'ny all r~veafed teJi.Rion ;
and then the Being of -God, ·rhu~· doth he strive to
ruin my soul. But blessed be God. who doth fight for
me. I /

March 19, 17SJ. Fain' would my heart aspire after
God, and rise above all'eartbly and sensible objects;
but I can\lo;t-, I cannot; I. am drawn down and held by
su(.h clogs ,and Jette..-s. My~odily disorders are SUc.l1
tilat I canftOt fix: my heart on any th,jn~ long:' not on
&IlYi thing, either worldly'or religious. If it were only in
religious. matters, I ,might well fear it ·were indt:ed owing
to. the disorders of my heart. But il is the-same in t:very
concern o(li fe. A little fisedness and inh:nseness quite
ove~sets'me. 0 wh~n shall my soul be frt:e and active!
\Vhen .shall it no more be clogged with. th~ bqrden of
mJrtality ! 0 when! My God, IlonK to ~et li~ar thee.
1 lon~ to reach a more nQble and t:x.alted height of life
and fervor.. I lon~ to get ,above the sun, and si ng
among tlle heirs of glory, those birds of paradise.
'l"here, transported, I shall enjoy nnbounded felicity;
and seeing him I hope to see the God I love; see hiln,
in the sight of whom, I hope to be liJt.e him, conforo)ed
to his hnage. 0 bless~d visio\1! 0- end~_ess fruition !.
l."hen shall 1 not fear or faint any rfterc. 0 c.ome, my
Redceme.-, COOle away. Break.. through these in-t~r·

- vening. clouds, -and set the lll"isoner fl~t:e fl~om~vej:y

..
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interruptifJn. 0, b.'jog me, where I long to b~ near my
God a.lld Savior. l'hou art all Iny r\:&t, dt'light ,and
dt:sire, whitt: I remain h~re ; and thou sbalt. be infinitely
more so, when I s~e t.bee without this veil of mortality.
What is th~l'e in life I coutu worth li\'inK fortbut theel
Does it.not ItPptar all vain, yea, bulld~nsome, without
thee, my God? Verily I lee nothin~ worth livi~g for,
but this God; nothjn~ but glorifyin~ and enjoying God.
o then. why should JDonahty G()nfine 'me h.e, under
such laoKuishments! l\'lay I not glorify and enjoy thee
more, wht:D my soul is more refined, and satisfied "ith ­
full vision BDd fruilion ~ Lord. thou kirowesl what is
best: ·yet 1 long. 0 come, Lord Je~us, come qui~kIJ"
Amt:n. ,.

~[ay 175~. I have this day been in some young com­
pany, not of the rudtr sort: but, alas! how vain, boW
unp."o6table the 'conversation! NothinR' solid, Qothing
real and substantial; -all v\iin and tri8in~. () how enapty
is such plc:asul"e-l Are iht:'se '"alinnaJ, immortal souls,
who are capable of enjoying (~od, the infinit~, immortal
fountain o[d~ught and hap.pines8 ; and yet do they neg­
lect this, for SUGh insipid, false deh~ht; ! 0 m~an, sordid
souls! I ..et me: neVer have DIy portion here. May I
always look on it. al it tJ1Ust one day appt:ar, unworthy
the reKtlrd" _.bt.low the notice. of a rational being, capable
of 8u(~h sup~rior joy, as is in thy favor, .and the COll'em­
plalion of thee, 0 my God. Here is solid, rational and
hnmortal d...:light, and unbounded pleasure i a~ that is
wOI'thy the vigor, ardor and delight of immortal
souls.

'I'ht:y miAY wonder at me, that I helve no taste Cor such
thin~s: but I wonder. even with astonishment. at them,
that they can starve .their souls thus 1 wOllder if they
have no delight in God, as a pure, hofy.. kind and KOod
God, yet that they do no' fallow sometbing nlore tiolid
and sublime, more deep, and worthy a rational sout.
Miserable life! () pining pov~rty. starving ,",outs. most
tormenting penury! 0 rather let me lose mortality•

. drenched" deep in unbounded fulness, aod over filled
with deep, immen~ divinity!

Jun~, 1152. () my God" my gracious (;od, j~ it so ?
M~ ,soul, my iUlmortaJ soul, is- i' al I have: tbis da)-
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heard! Are believers·,thus nearly united to Christ? 1$
, if ~ vital, spiritual, indissoluble unIon; "I in then), and

they in nae 1" l\1y faith' was -even ready to 6tagger ~t­

this,' as to my own part. I can hold it, in a general.
view of it; but when it is set out in such livelv terms;
the inestimable privileges resulting th~rerl·om', aful the
5urprisioK heights and, depths of the condescending
gntce of ·God, -to take worms of the dust thus neal' to
his infinite Majesty,.·) .....m ready to say, all my hopes
are vain! It can never be so as to me. I can ne\'cr be
thus united to th~ gl'eat· God-Man-Mediator" and d~l'ive

BO~ DlD,"e life from him! Lan 1 be thus closely united
t.B l1n infinile Being, and yet feel so little strength and
grace? (;an 1 be unitt'd to the pure and holy God" a~d

yet. be thus ·u!:,bely ? Can I b~ in hinl~ in whom d\v.dls
all the fulness of th~ Godhe::ad, as the branchts are in
tbe "ine, and beal' 80 little' fl'uit? (), m~thinks it is itn ..
possiblt"! .l\nd yc:l- in this is all my coufidenct:, dt'li~ht,

desire aDd expectation. l'hls makes life supportable
and death desir-able. I • ,.

I 0 nlY Lord and head. am I thus united to thee:
tllou in mt:, and I in thee! I t:ould never have dared to
cldio) sucb a union 'with the Most Hi~h, haclst thou not
Fe'Veal~d it. 0 happy prh'ileil;e 1 the only dt:sirt" 01" joy(.
Of/IllY ~oul l"h~ highest ft:li~ity of i rational being''! as
it ib tbe fouNlation, whence flows all ti.e happiness I
enj')y, exptct, or qatre.. 0 bltssed union! 0 'dear
PI-1\ ikKe 1 AU -that is worthy the wish of a ratIonal
CI-t:alure. Why Was I born to be made thus happy?
o blt:8sed, for ever'blessed be (;od, that I ha\'e a beinK
amonK rational creature~, for this, ~ntl! l"bat I should
bt: l'~ised to this honor and diKnity of being so nt:arly
allied to the grt:at, ete,"nal, infinite God. Here be aJ
mIt t'utqre contemplation and jf;y... I-lere be all' my
sense ,of pleasure. Here be aU my s\veet repose, ~nd

aU nt' r.est. fJere be all the confilitnce of my souJ ; its
emty .centre, and fixed 'abode. Here let tlle lose all'the
wellsb of creatQre dtli~hts: ant! witb these" ht"re let me
lose CODCt*Rl ·to please a vain world .. :Let them th'~nk

me Dledn, sordid, tow-lilted, and havin~ no taste tor
:r.efiu..:d pJe.asures': while my whole soul is divinely
~.avi~hed,with the -io'unite glories of thy nature, and the

9
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felicity f!£. being so, nearly united to JelBS the .dea:,
Mediator, it is enough. ' ,

Lord, here I would dt=light to dwell. It is long since
I have voluntarily chosen to lay up all my good in (hee.
And I have never willingly retracted.. Though, alas!

'.1 .have too, too often se~med so to do; yet, 0 my God~

my desire has been to thee, and to the- remembrance of
thy name. I trust my beart has never e~en s~cJ~etly

. drawn back fr9Ul its first choice of- thee; but has a
tbousantl, and ten thousand times renewed its &rst
solemn engagements to be thine. And, if a hearty
Cbnsent' to the terms of the gospel, and a daily desire
after, and delight in Christ, Illld ~fter conformity to him, .
be an evidence o~ my union to hhn, 1 will still hope._
Notwit~standing all nty yet unallowed weakness, bar­
l"enneSS and sip, I am -united to this God by faith; ana
shall be brought to .glory. Here~ 0 my soul, take tby
sh.ield, thy faith and confidence.. Be fixed; and. be no
more afrai~. Here rejoice and triumph. Jf indeed
united to the great Redeemer, tho~ Irt hap py, and shaJ.l

" be 80, though heaven anti eartll pass away. As long
as the eternal God is thy refug~, not~lfing but ain shall
hurt thee. And that shall not have doolinioD oYer thee.
o my only desirable refuge, s~ve me from every iD~li­

nation to sin.
June so. This day I have been in company with

some of great note, pel·sons of quality, who were very
agree~ble, as to civil, 8o~ial, affable, behavior. But J
\vould .tot give one hour's familiar, christian conference
with a dear saint; or, what is mote, one moment's
coD1Dlunion with God, for 'a year's converse with these.
o when shall the ties of mere civility and common
friendship be no more ; but I shall dwell and converse
where I long to be, wi~h Jesus, and saints made Perfect!

. . -Again paid a visit long due. I went wbh. some reluc­
tance; but went because I would prevent -or remove aU

, prejudice againt strict .relig~on, and leave DO room ,for
. allY. to think religioB made.me stitT alld u~8ociablt:, dis­

rttgardfulof relativea. But, 0,' when. shall I dweU for
ever where I love, w.ith Jesus, and his dear' children, to
converse of 6im only; -for here is all my' delight! 0

- ~me sweet hour of Di71 rele-.se! All below this, ia but.
,. " • • I
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,sordid drud'gery, only "a far as it is done in obedience,
under a sense of duty. _ . I

yulIJ. l'his day disordered in body; and -the weath'er
ext.·elnely·.warm. ,,~~t 1 have been to the house and table
of my Lord Redee,mer. I had an idea oftbis feast, as a
to ken or pledge of )·econcili'ation. And, blessed be God,
here I have received full assurance that" God was my )'e- '
c~nciled ,God and Fath6r. In" this ordinance I, 8a~ ,
re'presented tD faith, the sum and substance of all reh­
gion, all my hope, expectation or desh~e'. My soul did'
eVeD break with love and joy. I I longed to be \vhere no
mortal ~ye could behold me, for this seeme1 all the re­
st,mint I knew. My I"-frame seenled as though it would
di"olve, to gh·e vent. 0, here I saw the gr~~t Father
recoociled, by the Son reconciling; and the Spirit ap­
plying and staling. 0, metbitlks this is heaven iJ\kind,!
All clouds were scattered: the partition wall broken
do,vn; and I was brought near to GO,a and my 'Redee·tn­
~r., by the blessed Spirit. 0 happy moment! I saw
my evidepce clear, and the truth and fai~hfulncss of
God engaged to'bring me to glory. Now love cast' out
fear. All slavish fear fled. My faith beheld t.he dear ·
Redeemer dying, risi~g'8nd reigning: and I was assur-

•ed it was· for me. I:.o\re embraced and admired him-;
and godly sorro\v aro.se and joined the transport of love

- and joy. Humility accompanied my glory and triumph:
1 Jay in tne dust: 1 triumphed to heaven. I apptured
below the wornl.; yet challenged angels to compare
with me, with respect to redeeming love.

But 0, what more shall I say respecting this memo~a.
hie season! 0 my soo},' when thou reviewest this
record, and fain would kAOW more of it, think, if thon
art capable of the most elevated thought, d t.hi.nk, what
d·ivine deiight it affords a peat·, weary, combating soul,

~ to he t~ken near, yeatery near, her only delight, her
God; and have the most free and inlimal~ communion,
without a doubt, without a fear ; to behold her God and
her Christ' secore; her heaven su're ; yea, all she
wishes or de&ires approaching her, v~ry near. And
thus" if, thou~wouldst know by renewed experi~nce,0
tas~e again, my soul.; for this is the best way to know ~

tpr aU expressions are fiat, and below its worth.
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Oct. I am now exercised wIth a sore trial. Dift\cul..
\ies on eVC1'y hand approach. I am tried in the tender·
est part. IVI y dt.ar 'parents afRicted greatly. My natural
aff~(;tions work stl'ongly. Exposed to want 8n~ con­
tempt; and no pl~ospect of reli~f, only from the unfore­
st'en hand of Providence. All ways seem hedged up.
I think things could not be more intricate, unles8 all
Wa.s 'come on me., Whl~h I have reason to expect, with­
out a ,vondt:rful interposition of Divine Providence.
Yet, contrary to my natural disPQsition, I em kept [rom
si~kin~. 1 see no injustice,. Dpr want of faithfulresa
and love, in (;od,_in.thus trying'me. AU my enjoy.
Jnents art his by right, as the soverei~n giver and dis­
pos~r of aU tJling-s, H is, as I have most solemnly and

, repeatedly Kh'en them up to his all wiae disposal of
them. I . can but adore his goodness and mercy~ th'at
I am s!l fa .. support~d under these things. My spirit is
serious, I trust, y~' DOl over~helmed. I see God or­
derin~ and Kov~I'ning ~ffai..s r~lating to my temporal
intcl'~st. for my tl=ial, and, to ~uman eyes, dashing all
expectation of happiot:s8 or comfort, yea, of abare sub-­
,istcllcc in this wOI-ld. Yt't 1 would s~t the crown on
tht: .head of Kin~ J~S1l8. and bid 'him reiJ~n ; y~a.'reign
sO~~I'cign and glo)ious., in t he kin ~d( m of provicltnce,
governing- and dihl)Obin~ of, all that relates to me,
a(,col'din~ to the lJu1'posc ot Ids own will,' and for his
o,vn ~lory. And ht:rein I would rejoice and "lory. 0,
it is tnough if he be glo,',fied. for whom it is my happi­
ness to live, and 01Y jny to die; whose glory·.is my en­
'tire f~litity, whether in ad\"~· ..se or prosperous ci,"rum-
stances, in regard to my own personal, or famiTy in­
terest.

Jvb7J. 19. This clay permitted to wait on Goil in his
hous~, and at his table. I was g-lad, \1nder my present
tria~~, that I had an opportunity public Iy, to own.. and re­
new nlY choice of God for my p~l·tion; that, however
be n,i~~ht see' best in his providence to try a~d afltict
me, yet I would still own and avo\1ch him for my God
and C;overnor: for, thoug.h he slay mef yet wi 11 I trust
in him, and let the world know I cI 0 so. 0, I lon~ to
make SOlne more full and public ac.kno\vledglnent, that
I no\v, under these most dark. and distressini dispensa-
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Uons of providence, esteem him tite only objec.t worthy
of the highest praise, Jove and delight. I trust it is· out
of the POW~l- of all created tnot-tal finite things to make
m~ lvretcbed, or unhappy, while God, the infinite,' .un­
created, im_mortal SOUI'ce of beiJlg and blessedness, can­
DOt chan'ge, and my .interest in him is firm. l'hat this
God canllot change, 1 aDl confid.:tlt, without the least
doubt; yea, 1 9m sure of it. .~nd that my interest in
hiui is firn\, I am, 1hrough grace, well satisfied of. And
haviog laid up my good in {~od: I ani at rest, and
pleased that he should choose all my trials and comfprts,
as he sees best.

Blessed be God, my comnlunion season was sweet,
and, I hope. strengthening. l' his time twelve months
I caDle to the table of the Lord laden with large exper­
iences of his goodness to me in my journey to Boston,
anrl l"elurn home. I sa\¥ him wise ana good to me
then" in his mercies: and now,l see bim the same wise
and g~od God, in bis afflictive dealing.s with me. 0
thou b~st of ~inp;s, who would not trust .and love.thee ?
Su r.ely all who know thy name w,ill. So let me, though
thou ahOlllde9t deprive me of all earthly friends..; of
health and Cood, and all th~ Decessa,'ies of life, but su-eh
as I seek from the charity of the wm-ld. And this,
without the constant, bountiful interposition of provi­
dence, I may expect.. Yet, that thou art, I trust, m, .
God4 aWords greater joy, thall when com and wj~e, and
all the riches and dAinties of the world. are incPea&ed:
fot" thou art a sufticien't portion for my soul. abstracted
from all the delights of eartb. I'ny perfec.tions afford
the ~ighest e'ntt>rtaillments, of which human nature is
'capabl~ ; and thy glory the hiKhest end that can be pUI"- .

sued. ·W llll~ thy glory is the highest· and uJtimate end
of all my desire\ love and joy, and 1 believe titou hast
this j. vi.elv, in all th! di~peDlations. I may well rejoice

.in aH the tl"iaJ~ that bt:fal III e. BJes16t:d be (;00 ! ,n my
-atrairs-are in the }:lands o£ that (iad,. who doth all thinf(S,
according to the purpose of bill own will; and that it is
for his own glory. W ~11, if it be &0, then all is w~lI,

infinitely well. 1\'ly felicity and eternal happiness is
t~t- glory of G~)d iq the display of his "perfections And
while.my s0\111~ngs for this, I must rejoice:ig-thc pros-

9-' .
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I pe£t of it, or prove Myself tDost base and fa.lse. And
if J do rejoice in this, I must bless God fOl1l the methoQs
he' takes to ·advanc~ thi.s, however it croS8 my poor,
pi-liCut, low and mean temporal intt:rest. .

If then I ~an· trust. God ,,'ith his own -glory•. I . may
restassuted all is well, and my most ardeot ·.desires are
fulfilling. 0 blessed God, this giv.esthe most adve~se

dispensations of thy providence another fa<,e: when I
know' no interest but the cause of God, and can contide
in him, that he will' take care of this~ 14'ather, I have
said. thy ,viU be d!l0e. I repeat the, sa.cred requcBt-,
0, It;t me never retract. Dispose I of ~ll my concerns,
as thQu sec:st best; though nQw thy pro~idence set:ms
to be exposing me to/ PDverty and want, to reprQach and

t eontempt, to false reports: yet I bless thee that the)"
are no more. AQd so entirely do I acquiesce it' this
,vise and good, though amictive dispensation of thy'
ptbvidence, that. my soul cries out, Ileign, Lord, reign,
-andlJovern all things as thou see,st best. ,
.. " Dec. 1152. 1 kaye had a short reprieve from death.

t Lord, l~t me never forget the soletp.D shock, when I
was at the point, of death'- and r~ally thought myself
actually dyipg. 0 the important moment, the amazing
struggle, fQr ~oul and body to part! ~ever did I appre-,
llend death so real, and terrible to nature. My soul, I
tnt~ted, was' secu..'ed ; yet~ () yet, death appeared th~

. king of terrors, as an enelny. to nature. 1 would look.
on this as a warning to me to prepare for a sud'dcn
death, which GfJd only ~nows h'Ow soon may be. I

· ·woUld DOW live as one who dail)9 expects another. sudden
~hock, that shall put • period to. lifo, as in a ·moment.
Lord, I bless thee for the abiding impression on 01" 8Ou.l,
and the reconciliation I find to a speedy and sudden

-exit. Come, ''Lord Jesus, come quickly." However
sudden and terrible the shock inay be, to nature; yet
grace shall gain the conquest. My 80ul shall rise
triumphant lothe seais of immortality and bliits. • ~'are-':
welt my dear fri~nd... You have been long and often
warned ~f a st:paration.. l·hink. not tlleo that it .is too
lodden, since IIlY'daily and hourly desires after immor­
tality prevent the surprise. I believe and U"ust my
~op~ is .secure, built on tbe Rock of ages. God, IJlY
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eternal refuge, will not fail 'me in the last. extremity,
whelJier I be able to let you know the fretme of my
mind then, or not; yat, I trust, you may rejuice in my
state, which, lhrough grace, on repeat~d examination, I
am confirmed is safe and secure in Jesus, the all..suffi­
cient Mediator; to whom 1 now commit my, soul, in
exp't.ctation of a Budden death. . .

God has been visiting me with severe· and terrible
pain. so that I was not ,able to lie in bed more than two
n,ights in eleyen. Yet goodness and mercy still follow-.
ed me, and I was made comfortable,-in th-e midst of
poverty and want. All my wants were well supplied;

, food, physic, firing and clothing, without my care or
charge. Yet the pain_was so sev~re and extremt:, thal·1 ...
found, that, ,vith~ut divine alSistance, 1 was utterly una­
ble to, surmount it. God. graciously ~hewed me my
own weakness in a time of trial ; that without hi tn, J.
should faint under the least rebuke of his hand. 0 how
tenderly does God deal with me! I was afraid I should
grow leJf~onfident and proud, because so resigned
under the last trial; and was almost ready to think it
Dec,essary that my corruption8 should be let loose in me,
to show me what I was, or feared God would suffer it
bO to be, to convince me what I am: But, blessed be
hi. name. he has Dot taken that method ; but by a gen,
tlcr way, however painful to the body, showed me my .
amazing weakness and inability to bear'the least t"al of.
myself. 0, ~ho would not trust this good. k.ind and
wi&e God !. 0 my GGd, let me; still dq so, though thou
contilfue to allut up a.1l prospect of support fl"om us. I
know thy t~uth has never failed me; nor has tby mt=rcy
Dcglected mf:. Why sbould I fear any 'evil, since thou
art with me 1 I aID the care of tlly providence, and tbe
regard of thine. eye. l'hou wilt not lea\le me friendless
and helpless. 1"hou wilt not leave lhyst:lf without a
witness in m,.'toul, that thou art he. who art the help of
the h~Jplesst and the refuge of the poor., • trust thou
wilt supply m.y wants, while here, and at lalt bring me
to g101J. ,

Feb "1753. God s~ems ~w about t~ deprive me of
the dearest enjoyments here, even Beeret rtJtircment~ . I
Jate1l thought, it lJ~~ out of the ,power of all lbiDCI

r
r
I
i
I
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here below to make me unhappy: but I -had forgot my
r~lilfiou8pril,ilegts. Now' am ready to 8~Y, I shall
never enjoy myself more.. I fl. cannot unbOSOlD my
soul to God in lecr~t, farewell comfort ~ I must sigh
out 'Dy remaining days! () my God, teach me a be­
coming temper, unde,· this d~8pell.ation. I am ready
to say. I.do well to -grieve for this4 and to refuse to be
comfor\ed; because it is the enjoyment of God himself.
How can I keep up lively communion with God, in the
constant hurry and con\"erse of the world, and ereatu~e&?
1 never )'et could. .But, however, there is surely some
submission required of tne, to all the allotments of di­
'Vine Providence. (), be thou onlY teacher. Lord, m,
soul is overwhelmed, dO'thou appear for me. My way
set:ms hedged up, an(l KfOW8 df\rker and darker daily.
But (), may I not mistrust my good (iod ·in the least,
who1 1 bt:lieve,has. in infinite" isdom, appointed erery
tr!al for m~ : not one but \v hat is the rc!Sult of perfect
,visdom and counsel. () then, It:t me patit:ntly heal'
every u·ia), until it shall plell$e my kind,. wise and good
GOd to remo\ye it. 0, )~t me not faint under this afllic...
tion ! (), where shall I go, or w,bat shall ·1 do, when 1
Dlay not pour out my joys and sorrows, into thy bosom,
o my compassionate Savior! ' '..

God is now denying me all opportunity for sccret re­
tireme.lit in my father's boust', aDOtller family having
mov~. into 't ; though all things else appear mQre com­
fortable for -my abode the-re, thag they i did some time
palt ': and· is by h.is providence, and the desire ot some
fric:plL" compellinK me, as it were, to be abt"dad, where
I can -with freedom, with()ut rt:straint, enjoy religious.
privileges,.. both private and secret; yet ivith snme dis­
ad,·antttge to tenJporal affairs, ailC1 with no pro8pl:ct of a
continuance; so that 1 am k~pt very unfixed at present;
and th~re is no prospect of my being more seltled.
Lord, 1 wait with hope. l·hou hast b~en my ."efuKe IUld
tl'ust; a' very pres~nt help, in time oftroubl~. IIQ.ok

- unto thee yet. 1 cry unto God, unto (rl)d. Most High,
",vho ~ath and 1 trust will, perform all thinK8 fur .W'e. 0 ..
.1ea~ me in the way of duty, that I may net go 8Stl'lly.

Thou bast never yet left Dae in amy exiK~ncy: shall I
now distJQst! Fortify mt ht:art against every desppnd....
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ingthou~bt : and when thou "bast preptred me for, take '
mt: to, those d~ar nlansions above, which thou haSt pr~­
pared for th.y children. 0 fix me t.here near thyself...
Come, Lord Jesus, 0 come quickly"! The world se~m5

,veary of me, throwing m~ from place to place: and I
surely am weary of the world. \Ve a.·e aKl·e~d to purt.·
a then, why tarry 1 here LOI'd, I am satisfied with thl"
mot'tallife. I wish, I long for a rt:lease. I thirst for \
the waters of immortal life . I gl'oan, bting burdened
with earth and sin.. Fain would my soul reach ~he

realms of light and life, apd go no more out; but dwell ­
near Jesus t~~ U'ansc~ndentRtd~enlt~r; tJle lovely l\le­
diator; the joy of' nations; the darling of thy sl\ints ;.
the desire of my soul. . :

~arch. 0 J1lY (;cnl, when sl)all my soul be,entir.ely
conformed to the~! I know it shall be, wh<:n I awakt in
~hy likeness: b\lt I long for. grt:ate~'" degi'ecs of san(;ltfici!-.
tion in this life. () luake me inwar'dly and hiddl'nly
c<;>nforme~l to thy ",'ill and Ja'\' ; that my whole soul nlay
be transfornled into thy image. (), cause that th~ in·
most r~c~ssesof mf heart'may be sant·tificd: and ~ive'"

m~ that sweet, that Jov~ly grace., ~illcerity in the in~a"d'

flart. I am weary of this designin~; dt:ceitful, treach-
... erous heart. l...ord, root out of 01Y 8()ul~ aU that is n~
confol'm~d to thee. Set fire to Ult~ stubble•. and burn it
out of Tny h~rt •. Tea{· out this base, this .wtetched t .

sordid selfishness. Slay this pl'ldc and opposition to .
thee. My soul thirstt:th for that righteousness, whicb

. only shall ret1de"r lDe pleasing in thy &i~ht ; in thyaight. .
who a''"t of pll"e~ eyes, than to bt.hold sin, and canst not
look on lhe least iniquity, but with infi.\!~te detestation
and abhorrence. 0, come, blessed Spi~it, () comt:, and
work in my !lOul-a hearty, entire, nOl\'ersal, perfect (;01)­
formity to God"... Nothing below this can satisfy 0\'·

cbntent me.
But, alas! I still find my heart prone to forsake God.

~rhis wretched l1ng1"at~ful sou] of mine is bent to back­
sliding. All things reproach -my sordid soul ; and el~l··
nat 'in.my seems to ·await such an abuser of infinite
love and beni~nity. 0 my soul ! ""~hy al·t not thou
coolounded with shame? Was ever a \vretch more 'vile
an(fungr~~eful ? Look all Ql~ou.na .thee, and see heaps ,?D
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heaps of abused, fo-rfeited, 81igh:ted mercies. Where
shall 1 hid~ my guilty head? Can such horrid treachery
be in ~ single heart ? Can such unnatural Jtebellion ap­
pear in a soul corisecrated to the law, interest and
authority of its soverei~n? But 0, still more affecting!
Can such heights of ingratitude, enmity, r~bellion and
disobedience, remain in a child, bound by all the obliga-

- tions of gratitude and love, to 'honor, love, fear and
servo a kind. wise, gOod and gracious Father? 0 Cod,

I can it be! \Vhat are my hopes? How inconsistent my
. 'l)ractic~! Lord, screen Iny guilty, obnoxious sou), from

the eternal, \amazing rep-roacheJ) of such horrid ingrati­
tude. 0 Jelsus, the hope uf thy peuple, ,the refuge of
the .distres,ed,' save me fro!Jl the torrrlenting reproach,
which my ingratitud~desel"ves Surely, 0 surely, the
least deviation from thy law, or trespass against thee,

'-afte_r such mercies as I have been favored with, deserves
infinite revenge. But 0, sovereign prince of peace, I
bear thee say, " Fury is not in me, to those who desire
to make peace with me." 0, infinite grace! .Here is
my everlasting· confidt.nce, even in Jesus the. Mediator

'of reconciliation. () my almighty refuge! throu~h

t~ee I have the utmo~t confidence, and boldness of ae­
t;ess, even to a holy, sin-revenging ,God ; confidence, as
to a father, withoutfthe least slavish fear.' My Redeemer
is the ~on. His Son is my sUI"et)? and advocate; 0
blessed privileR'e! glorious security! 'My soul is here
at relit frolR fears of· c.ondemnation ; but re8tle8B for
perfect conformity ; always to serve ~lld please God.

Ahril. l'his day visited a dear affiicted relation.
One in ,inexpressible distress of body, who has recei\'ed

_ the sentence of ,death in herself. I 'find DIy affections
strong, and an} forced to stifle, check, and hold them in,
lest they should ql1i\e overcome. 0 I~ord, I have
sworn, and may Dot KO batk, that 1 will give up the
dearest enjoyments hel"e below, at the call of thy provi­
dence. 1 have solemnly renounced relath'e self, so as
to rt"sign my dearest friends, at thy call, without Qlur­
muriri~. And n<nv the vows of G,od,are upon me, and
I cannot go back wit·hout perjul~Y. I~o,l'd, thou knowest.
What strength or affect~on I h~ve for my friends; that

_tbtH'e is nothing' itllife, ne&t to. the enjoyment of God.~,
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that I am so wedded to. Yet these I now give up to thy'
divine disposal. 0, let me have no win of Ray OlVn;
but be always s\va:Jowed up In. thine. And. l) ID)· God,
prepaa-e me for every 'trial of this kin~, that 1 may be
called to endure: for I know, without thy s,trength and
grace, I should be but as a ,vild bull in a net ; or as a
bullock unaccustomed to the yoke. I shbuJd rage and
foam, until I had grieved thy Spirit quite aW9y. () my
God, now help me by thy Krace, tlll'ough which I res()lv~

to watch my Ilt~_rt with the greatest diJigence. - I"ord,'
help me ~

_April. Lord, when shall I put from this tempestuous '
shore ? I ani Weal"y of the world. I long for a calm,
cool ret~at from' noise and . heat, and all the sordid
(,Iamors of earthly, groveling souls. ' I 'hate the sul­
phureous ,breath of caluDlny and .!etraction. My soul
was made for harmony and love. And without this,
immortality would be a curse ;' D1Y being a horrid tor­
ment. 1\1y soul abhors rancor and e~vy. I d~test e, i1
surmise&, and love the .balmy· air, wh~r~ peace and /
friendship \feign unmolested; where sharp arrows of
the mighty, 'Yith coals of juniper, nev~r fly ; nor clouds
of smoke fa om the infernal pit, suffocate the air, or
taint or poisOD the dear associates. 0 there I would'
fix my d~ar. abl)d~; wide from, the wrangling wretch,
who courts resentment an~ re\"enge: nor should his
rage, 'nor should his yells, within the' sacred reaIn.s be "

". heal·d. My soul is near aUied to spirits bom and bred
on high, where no res~ntment ever rises: nor is the
vulgar passion. cpmmon to fools and madmen, with tljc
sordid bull and bear, ever .known there. There, sweet
are their joys, and blest are their sQuls, where aU unite
in piety aDd love. ' 0" I IOllg to. join ~be lovely balld;
nor would I ever quit the dear delights. '

Sial"ce any thing inJife gives me a great~r disgust to
eart!), than the sour and severe reflections some people
take a pleasure in making on their nc;'ighbors. I bate
c;oDtradiction; yet conscience often obliges me to vindi­
cate the i~jured abs~nt. I had rather be counted a fool,

. not capahle of resentment of injuries, than feel the
disquieting passion in my soul. 1\ly Sal'ior would have
l}is disciples, wise as ~erpeDts, but harmless as dov~s.
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If olhers offend, I will forgive, I would never relate
any injury I have recelved."so long as I find the h:ast
anger Iltirring. It is somelidles necessal-Y to rt:late
what we think ill lreatnv:nt, in order to have it cleared
up, if II can be : but yet, I would first get above it in
myself, before I 'mention it to another It is a fixed
nlaximwith me, tirst to get th.e victory, over and'in
myself, before I seek tq. get it for myself ovel' a-nother.
I sometimes give my sentiments aboul persons or things,
if it b~ needful. and I do nOI fiod 'my!>el(.ol' friends injur­
eli by them: but when that is the case. I suffer not my·

elf even barely to rt:Jatt: the affair, le'st it should irritate
JOy own or my frienEfs corruption, My first wQrk is to
keep down every heart risin!{ thought, and exercise
every candid, charitahle one, to\\"ards the pef!>on t and
so llever leave thi!> st~lJggJe with my hellrt. until I find a
heil\'IY regard for them. so as to iulllJellc" me ~o calTy
them to God. in the arms of faiih and prayel', Nor do
1 please myself that I do really forget and forgive an
injury, unti: I can with fl'eedom and fe,rveDl.y beg all the
b"=',sings 'aqd comforts of God's grace for them; not
only their t;scaping eterJlal misery; but that. they may
have a large measure uf·grace ; that they ,may be fillc:d
with holiness and cumfort, and shille as lights, arid do
much gooa in the world; and at last Shine as monu·
ments of free 'gl'aee, in the kingdom of their heav~nly

1"ather.
May, Blessed be God, I ha\'e this day had liberty to

entt:r his COUI'ts, and heard two ..xedlelll sermons from
1 Pel i. 22, .. See that ye love one allother with a pUI'e
hl:'oIrt fe\'Vently," These samons ,dfforded me ma,tter
of c!lllvi.ction and humiliation: nor did t'his prev..nt sol.d
comfol't ami satisfaction. Lord, I blush bdore tllte,
that I rise no higher in brotherly lo\'e. Lfind, in many
thlO~s I come short of my" duty, 'Yea, in all I come
short; and in many go beside and contrary'. I often
nep;lect"and omit my duty. or' else perform it 80, that it
had as g~od orbc:tter been omitted. 0, give me under­
standin~. that I may k,eep thy pl'ecepts. Hpw impure
i ~r, mQst pure love! How remis3 is iny most fen ..nt
nfit:-ellon, both to thee, and to thy people! And therefore

....-.....-"~,_____J
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jt is that it has so little influence OD my practice. l ..OI'd,

I am ashanled, and even confound~dbefore thee, tha~ I
follow thee no closer •. that I am no more confornl~d to
thee; that I keep thy commands no better. Sl~l'~ly I
love thy law. In it is all my deliKht. I ~ppl'ote of it,
as most right.. My very 80ul, if I ant not utterly d~­

ceived, saith, it is more to lie desirf(d than g'old; yea,
than much fine gold.. All the duties thou hast enjoined
on me, I love, and long to practise. 0 then, \ ,vhy do I
neglect? Why am I not just what God has conllpand·
ed l 0, why do 1 not express the devout sincerity of Iny
Jove to God, by, 1L universal and p~rf~t;t conform'it)' to
all his laws and precepts? 0 my God, when shall it be ?
Why, 0 why, does my pruticc proclaim such ingrati­
tude? () my best friend, my Father, my Savior, my
kind benefactor, compared witl~ thee, all otht:.'s are bu~

empty Dames: Why lben do I not always do the things
tbat please tbee? 0 help me, l.ord', by thy ~l'ace and

~ Spirit.. I want to be such as this wise, good Bt:ing \vill
. "pprove. . ' .

May. I have this day heard two more dear sertnons
f.-oa) 1 Pet. i. 22. I stili firlll farther cause of humili.a­
tion, that I fall so. short of what I o\lght ~~ bt: ; 'and yet
strong evidence that I-have this divine princirle of love
to the brethren rooted in my soul. I find the m(Jst
steadr, i:ordial affection to all, 50 far as I can (~iscover

, the image of. Christ in them. I have a present pl·oof
of this. Some persons whom I heartily love and honor,
believin~ them to be dear children of'God ; though I
have reason to believe very disagreeable. I hal e heard
mucp amiss of them; I see many things· in th~ir con­
duct, which, though 1 do not condemn as sins in them,
yet I. believe would be so in me, if I were to act them ;
and which are quite contrary _to my sentiments. and
turn of inind : yet I feel a dispositi(Jo, on every occa·
sian, to £over their fllilings with a Dlantle of fove, putting
the most favorable construction or, all their actions;
even when they ~ppear to be against me. God 15 my
witness, how dearly I love them, without auy natural.
bonds, to engage me to this love; and ho,v R'reatly I
long for their comfort, bQth in telllporais and spirituals;
and how I desire to serve them.

10'
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I find a slreet ct:rnenting love to ~n the t'(lembers of
Christ's body, wherever they are dispersed, up and
do,vn in the world; not only those of my oW.n acqualn·
tanct: and opinion' ; but those ,vhonl 1 ne\'er s'aw ; and
'\vho differ fronl-n-.e, in many respects: yea, even those
who contemn and despIse nle. Love to all these ap­
p~ars to be a spiritual,' genuine, graciou~ affection,
which extends to all saints. \Vitness the reflecting
seaSons I have ha;d, when wrestling with God for a
tiole of refreshing from his prt:st:nce on all his children.
I bave felt the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace,
~wet:t1y drawing out my own heart to love and long for
them, as for 'my own soul. .

And I.have found of late, this love more strongly
acting, more sensibly exercised, than formerly; and
felt tbe satigfaction of it, though, until now, 1 have not
rejoiced in it, as the strotl~est evid~nce of thy love to
(;od. And therefore I ha\'e this farther proof of my
sincerity; that I did not cherish and hug ~his frame or
temper, bt:callse, 01" on aCCOU\lt of its bt:ing an evidence
in my favor.; but for its own worth, being ~ood in itself,
proceeding from God who 'is love, and conlmanded by
a ~ood God: and the nature, properties, and tendency
all diyine. tf I love: not God supr~mely'l for himself,

>f and his chiJdt't:n, for and in him, I nlllst doubt whether
I am rational, or capable of judging oT knowing any
thi.ng of the actings of my mind.

June 10. I have this day bearel two excellent ser­
mons on enduring temptation. My soul feels such a
nlixturt: of joy and grief as I cannot express.' . I feel an

, un~peakab1e-joy in the liberty of publit worship; and
yet I am melted in grief and sorrow, because deprived
of secret retirement. .1 have had no opportunity for
this the last week: but what fixedness I ha\'e been al­
lowed, bas been in a cOlnmon room; to,' 1. have not the
pl'iviJege of a closet or a garret for retirement. 1"his
takes a\vay almost 8011 the. relish of life. I feel a mOI'e

sensible indifference for all other comforts of life, than
ever; and \vhat I h"a\'e formerly nlost feared 'and d1'eaded,
now seem m"tters of-indifT~rence, neither feared nor
dreaded; as thou~h nothing <?ould give m~ 3ny trouble,
but the want 9f secret, fixed, and· solen1U commuQion.-

~.-.....
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\vith -God. I 8tU ready to burst into a flood of tears,
\vhen I look on the dear childl'en of God, nlY christinn
rl~iends, and think how they can pour out theil' souls in
secret, into the bOSODl oftheil' God and SaViOl'. 0, how
did my soul long .this day, when pubHc .,,"orship ended,
to retit"e into some corner, secure frOlll all feal' of inte ...
rUl>tion, and pOUl' out al1111Y soul to him! I ,vas alnlost
r~ady to go to some christian frieod, and vent n1r gri~f,

and beg a place of retil·ement. . But I ftared it might
off~nd thenl, as pha~jsaical,and satan take the advantage
to distract Ine about it ; though m~ soul did even breu
·,vith the lon~ing I had for nlY God. () (;od, thou
~esire of my slIul, appear for me. Every da)"s preven­
tion seems 1.0 increase: - the vehemetit lon~in~s of &.1 Y
soul for an opportunity. 0 when, 'lvlu'n shall l COnle

and pour out my soul before thee in sec'ret !. ,,,hen, 0
1ft/hen shall I enjoy thet:;as 1 ha\'c enjoyed thee, in se·
cret duties! I ...et me nf>ver forget the pain I UO\V cndul'c

. in being deprived of ret.ir'ement, \vhen nlY soul fe~ls tilt:
most devout ardor, and tcrvt:nt lon~ing~ io get nt:a.r nlY
God, and plead my cause before him.

Yet, bl~ssed be God, ,vho, I tl'ust, kee,ps me (l'om a
repining impati~nce, I hope I feel a childlike tt:11uer..
ness, under the rod. ) ,ve.ep beneath' ihe ·sU·Qke ; anel
desire to justify ~ love and rejoice in my Father fa l' .e\'e.-.
J find a disposition, under this heavy trial, to justify
God, and speak well of him, before my dear christian
friends, ,vho tend~rly pity and sy.mpathize \vith me:
and I am afraid freely to veut my gl'i~f to . them, lest
satan should tak~ the advan,tage, and betray' them into,
sonle unbecoming thoughts of ·nlY kind, good and gra­
cious God, 0 thou, thou thyself art the desire of Iny
s«?ul ; the pel'fection of beauty; the on1)" delight of nl Y
ilnmortal :1pirit, whatever thy outward dispensations".
may be, towards me. r

June 17. '. his day heaJ'd t\VO more precious sermons
onenc1uring temptati0t:J. Bh:s.sed:be God, I have had a
little more opportunity the \\reelt past for 'Secret duties,
though ab,"oad, and attended ",ith frequent interru.piions.
0, I find the want of my fo~'tber uninternlpted OppOl'.

tunities. 0 if ever a thh'sty hart pantt:d fOl' the"watel'
. arook j. morc, unspeakably morel does my thirsty soul

•
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pant after Cod, the living God. When shall I ceme and
appear b(~f,)re him? I love God's sanctuary. I clasp
the p~ecious moments; embrace the dellr season; and
fetl an ullsptakab,Je satisfaction to find myself worship­
ping God, tbe suprt=nl~ Deit)?, who is infinitely wOI-thy
of ail possible adoration and worship; and long to con­
tinue the sacl"ed e.xtrcise, wher~ no mortal eye can see,
.01' ear hear; but the o1nniscienl God alone witne&ses the
devout ardor, the intense fervor of D1Y love; while,
\;yith undiss~mblecl sincerit)p, I pour out my sOul in ve­
1lenlent, in) oloa-tal ht-eathinp;s aflt:r him, the infinite
good, in whom is aU my delight, or desire. 0 that I
could once enjoy that' blessed, that happy retirement, 1
have long enjoyed. ~Iethinks I should feel myself on
the borders of the heavenly Canaan. How, 0 how are
nlY Sablfaths spoiled; my story d~fc1ced, the 8aIJIJu 'h.
l"his dear day I lov~d~ and was (,oncerned to spend evt:ry
monl~nt in the exercise!» of religion. I felt impatient
of every mOIDent that w'as taktan up in civil, or social,'
and even necessary ('oncerns. All was burdensome t()

'Ill -= on the Sabbath, but the timc= that was spent in pub) ic_
01' pl'ivate dulles. But now, every minute, almost,
beside publi~ worship, is spent in company, and worldl, .
convel'sation. Fo,- these things 01Y soul is m~lted, and
surelY bowed do·wo.

Sepl. 2. 0 hOlY infinitely gracious is God to un'vor­
thy nle! I have geen the King in his beautf., and the
land that is far oW, by faith', \vbil~ in his house,_ and at ­
his table. I have this day tasted that th~ I~ord is ~racio\1s.

l\'ly soul was evt:o over\vhelmed with the wonders of
<Ii \~ine love and Rl"aCC, of God tnll1aifested in and through
Jesu\s Chri:;t his Son. I was obliKed to put the utmost
restraint on myself, to prevent discovering it, befo."&: the
dear communicants. I Was scarc,e able to contain mr-

. stIf und<:l' tht powerful comnlllnication Qf divine good­
ness ffi-,my soul. I have had a sweet pled~e and fQr~.

taste, this day, of f~ternal life. l\ty soul was r~
above this eal"th. Here, 0 hel~e\ I let go my hoktt·WIt·
ev(",'Y creature: enjoyment, and elasped the imrD~
God, in the arlns of my faith, as the onl.y dl.sireble port:
tion of D1Y soul. And h~re, () -t1'anSpol'ting goodneq:!
hCl-e be di:)played his infinite fulness and perfectioDj 88

•
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worthy my everlasting confidence and delight. t said,
It i~ enough ; my soul can ~ish no more. Burst, ye
bands: break, brt:ak ye fetters, al1d let me know the
extent of my ble.ssedness. I found, indeed, as his word
testified, (;hrist to be the bread of life. And here, t
trust, I Jlid find strength and noul'ishment, by, faith in.'
Christ, at his table.

Let~m despise this ordinance (if th'~y dare speak'
evil of thos~·tbinK! they kno\Y not) who never enjoyed
God in it. But surely my soul shall fol ever magnify
his name for this gloriolls gospel feast, wh~rein aU the
blessed privileges add promist:s of the new and everlast­
ing covenant at'e held forth, Hisplayed, con~l'mt:d and
sealed. 0 methinks the sum and substance of the
whole law and gospel is here displayed to the believing
soul, beyond what it is in any other mean or ordinance
on e~rth.'rhis I hav~ reason to call the highest privi­
lege, this side heaven. l'"he enjoyment of God at his
table, seems to have the nearest resemblance' to the
pure and petrt:~t enjoymt:nts of the heavenly state.
Blessed be God,· whQ has, for several months, if not
years 'past\ in my most dull. dead, or disconsolate, dis...
tressed fl·ame~, brought me near himself In this ordi..
nance. Here the partition wall has been broken 'down.
Here my soul draws near with confid~nce,as to a r~con·

ciled God, through Jesus the Mediator, by the Holy
Ghost: even when 1 could get near, in no other duty,
here I have ventured, and fOl1nd speedy access: for the
blood of Jesus has given boldness.

And now would I walk with God, as did Enoch. I
have, this day, j.en~wed my s91emn engagemc:nfs to be
the 14ord's entirely, body, soul and spirit; confc:ssing
sin; flying to ~rist for pardon ;- ~iving up all my ~n ...
joymenhJ .to thdllltsposing hand of Providence; and, by
faith, I trust, seeking to God, through Christ, for grace,
and strength to practise every duty, and bear eve~1 .
burden, so as it may be for the glot·y of his nam"e.
Lord, prepare me ,for deeth or a life. of. trials. T ho~

knowest to which I shall be called.
lie/lt. I have this day heard a sermon from Eph. ~i ..

). ,. Children, ob~y your pal'ents in tbe Lord; for this
is ..Tight." The parent's !lutbority, and, the duty of

i , 10.
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childi'en, ,vas she\ved, lJ pon a strict inquiry, I haT~

J:eason to be humbled th~t I ha,\'e fallen so far short of
my duty to God, and my clear parents. God bas given
me the bt:st of parents, whom I am under innumel'able
obligations to love, honol" and obey. -I know of no ptr­
60n in the \vorld so happy in parepts, as I am. But,
alas! 1 have abundant reason to be humbled before God­
and them, that I beha\'e so unwort,by a child, tbus.higbly:
favored

. Yet, blessed 'be God, I hope it is my mOM since."e
-endeal'or to approve nlyself grateful to God, and dutiful
to theln. And, upon a strict search, do opt remenlber,
that 1 have kno\vingly and wilfully tl'ansgressed, any
positi \'e command of theirs; nor acted contrary to what
I thought was their mind :- except in matters af. reli­
gion, ,vhere conscience, and a sense of duty to God, has.
inclined Ine to some things, which they would have
chosen I should not; yet, th."ough their lenity, did not
absolutely forbid., I . know I 1)ave sometimes exposed
my health in the ways of religion. beyond what thtir
tender affections for me could fre\tly consent to .:' yet it
,vas with grief, from a real sense of duty, dnd arden't de-- .
sire after the .enjoyment of (.iod. And 1 know this zeal
113S nlade Ole venture as far as I dare, without violat­
ing a positive comlnand, w~ich I do Bot know that I
ever did kn6.Wingly. But in other matters I "ave en­
deavored to shun ever)9 thing that was di8agr~eable to
them; and to practise tho~e things which were most
pleasing to them, u;x>n the smallest intimation of their
pleasure. .6\nd I have never wilfully or knowingly abu­
sed their tender indulgence, their l.IDwilli'ngness to con­
tradict and cross: me. l"Q take the advantage of this,
basheen highly detested and abhorred by me.;' l'he
uncommon respect and lenity they h. shewed to me,
especially in matters of religion, has "often fil1~d me
\vith shaOle _and blushing; and has never lessened, but

. increased my st:nse of duty and I'espect for th~m, And
the least discovery 'I have made- of disl~spect to th~m in
my carriage, though not taken notice of by them, ~o far
as I could discern, has fiJled me with the deepest re"sent':
m~nt. detestation and abhorrenc-: of myself, and the

. 6everest refiectio,ns, before God" 1"he stre1.1&th of my

.•. ,
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afFec.ion for them is DlllCh greater, than·to any c.reatultc
comfort, in -this world; and no ~\'orldly troubl~ goes so
nea,r D1Y soul, as that \vhich affiicts them. ~rhtir troubles
are most sharp and cutting to me. And the losb of tny .
)'5a rents, I fear, would be almost insupportable to me.
FJ'his is what my very soul shrinks back from. And
therefore I dail)Y find Ile~d to go t(, God for grace to
bear such--a trial, if called to it. l'hat I do love them
most stt-ongly, I know. But, alas, how far do I fall
sbort of that filial respect and reverence, which I do
acknowledge to be theil- just due, a~d my duty to give
them! '

Ah, Lord, how short do I come of those relati;'c
duties, whicb are incumbent on me! 'Thou mightest
justly deprive me of the comfort of these dear creature
enjoymt:nts, which have' hitherto, tbrough thy blessing,
rendered Iny life so agreeable. l"hou hast given and
continued to me parenls and sisters, free' from every
scandalous transgression, possessed of many agreeable;
qualifications, and in good repute; tender a~d affection­
ate, to the last degree: most amiable and desirable, as
rela.tives. And I hope some 'are possessed of thy grace'_

? None, I hope~ altogether unmi~dful of thee. 0 \vhen
. shall they all strivo to glorify thee, with souls posacssed
"'With sincere love t9 thee, and all thy ways?

. ()t ho\v gre~it ..are the obligations lying on me, both
from God and them, to behave most dutifully, setting
forth a briRhlexample of piety and virtue! lObe solemn
and distinguishing profession I have Dlade, loudly calls
tor this from me. Lord, what ,shall I say! I am con·
found~d, when I reflect on the. many obligations lying
on me; and how far short I come.
. Aprii 4, 1754: . Fast clay. 1·his· is a day s.ct apart by
a neighboring government for humiliation and prayer. ­
And 8S I am called upon by my pastor and the church
tl) join with them in public du\ics ;_ so 1· would gladly
sequester the time (rolD worldly concerns, for secret
dutit:s. Especially .is (iod calling m~ to it, by the alarm-

, iog repo,·ts of war, which are now 8p"eading; as I have
)ale.ly renewed my purpose, to seek the Lord for h.is
-glory in the good of bls chosen ; and these two occa~ions

are ~ow otrc:red, 'which 1 knew not of before, viz. A q~~
.,..,
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set' apart fQr that purpose; and the rlJmor or war
spreading, so soon after it; I am therefore more con­
firmed in my purpose. Lo.-d, excite and assist. 0 be
thou in the midst of thy p~ople this day.-.---

This day, I trust, throu~h grace, my soul has 'been
enRaged with ~()d for personal, family, town, Jand,
national and universal blessings. 0 blessed be 'C od for
assistance in confession and petition.' l ..ord, I leav'e
them with thee, for a gracious. return, thrfJugh Jesus
Christ, our gloriou\s high priest: and beg supports
or relief for my frail, fainting tabernacle, which is even
ready to dissolve. " " -'

.April 21. Heard a sermon front Jer. vii. 22. "Is
there ,no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician'
there ?" Sec, My soril has been'in a serious, attentive
frame, this' day, reathing after, and ,relying upon the
only Physician of souls. But this night, by faith, in
prayer, I saw him moore clearly, whom my soul loves,
infinitely beautiful and glorious. 0, how suitable does
be appear fo.- the work of1l Mediator! I-Jow every way
infinitely fit did he appear, both on God's part, and on
man's! And the shameful, shocking reproachJ.t f':ast on
all the di~viQe perfections, to refuse a co."dial compliance
with these most wise, most kind, most just ana most
reasona~le terms of salvation, which the gospel holds
f-orth. 0 how did my 80U) acquiesce in this wonderful
scheme of redemption, by this wonderful Redeemer,!
Every attribute and perfection of the divine Being,
apptars in full lustre and glory, .inthis work of, grace.
And man appears the most base, ~rdi.d, irrational and
atullid, when he refuses to (.orne in, on this gracious
invitation. LOl'd, here at thy cross I throw down· all
my weapons of 'rebellion ; all my natural ~~mity,"pride

eod stubbornness: here I give up :aU specious duties,
good frames. and proud pretences, and glory in the cros"

·ofC-hrist. In this, I e&teem the wisdonl of God, 400
the power of God. 'And in a compliance with this, I
esteem man's. 'highest wisdom, stre.nKth, beauty and
riches~ '; (l the T~hes both of the wisd~m and goodness
of Ood.l ·O:'thou P.'inee of peace\ I ller~ renew my
choice,: al1d all my' enKaKements, to he thine. Did
othera lee that .exoeJlency in thee, which I ROW be~Qld
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by fait'b, they muat submit, and acknowledge thee to be
tl1f~ chief of ten thousands, and altogether lovely. I nlust
cease to be rational, if I did not now choose and ena­
b"ace thee, under these views of thee; and venture my
\vhole salvation on this gospel method. . -

July 7. .Sabhath day. Last night and this morning
I sought the Lord for his prest:Dce with me, in his
hoose, and at his table, this day, lhollKh several cir­
CUlnstances seemed to conc.ur to prevent my atJ~hdance,

whi(,h gave some daolp to me; and I found not that
access I hoped fOl", nor that li"ely exeloci~e of grRce
that I dt:sired. Yet I hOlled I had "'1 eyt:1 to the Lord .
(Olo ~is ploesence and grace, and ft:lt not wholly barrell.
IJut was still more fixed and enlivened by tht: sermon,
Crottl P~al. xxvii. L "l'he l~ord i~ my light and my
salvation." And when pel'mitttd to commtmorate lhe
dying lo~e of 011 Redee111e.·, my soul \Vas even I\vallow­
ed up in love, wonder and admiration. \Vhat tongue
can e'xpress, w hat soul conceh'(:1 the boundlelts dt plha.
of divine, infinit~ love and condescension to a world of
nlankind ! And to m~, unworlhy lOt:! lias the great
and ~Iorious God pl"ovidtd aU tht:se ~l'~at and glol ioua
things for nle; .for DlY dt:lightful enterlainment? All
lallguage fails. 1\'ly soul iti un"ble to express the
enlal'gtd and extensiv e vi~w. of the di~ine goo:lness.

Again, this afternoon. all DiY devout reflt:ctions, and
gl"atcful sentiments, were re"jved and enJarged. I
know flot \vhether I e~er enjoyed a betler day Dut.
ah ! I felt myscdf doubly fetterell:; in the body, and the
body fettered with fellow morU\!s! I longed to have
It:Jt bot-h ; but if not, I wiahe51 to ha\'e been \V here no
mortal could have Seen me: for my, soul Was c~tn

ready to break t~ro\l~h t:very t:eiu-aint, r~. his has been
lik~ on~ of tht: dayti of heav~1\ on earth .to my soul. 0
the boundl~ss, ~ndl~s~ lreasurc!) of g"ace and love! 0
the unsea.ochable riches of gr~ce! But why do I attempt
to spea~ of these astonishi.ng \hingli, I haw~ this tI&y
been allow~d tu feast Oil? 'ro w)rite 01' speak (If thtse
things, at this time, is lik~ turning up·a full bottie, ,
whert: the hasty pressing of the liqu019 stof16 the ~:C:[jl.

I anl lost in cOllcei\'ing and (.ont.t:lnplalin~; n1ueb;·
tnore, in describing 'or uttering. rfhe pewers of illY'

\
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. soul are straitened. The faculties of my tnind, I sen...
. sibly feel, lire overpowertd with divine, infinite. eteroal
"oudel's. No wonder then, that the o"gans of the body
are unable to perform this part. Let it suffice to say,
I have this day by faith set:n the King in his -beauty, and
tbt land that is afar otT. I have been satisfied with the
goodness of his house; and yet am insatidbly longing
for full fruition. ,

It is enough! \tVhat mor~ could God have. done fot"
rqe, 01' entitled n)~ to? It is enough! ,'l"hct infinite God

,- has given me an infinite fulness. It is enough! I sec
it so. I can \vish no more. My finite nature can hold
])0 lllore. \V hen enlarged in aU its faculties, then the
fuJI fruition. Ant! this earthen vessel can only bear

f these dt·ops ; rand with these is rt'ady to dissolve.' Didst
,thou not supp~rt it, this day ~ould have"' ·proved how
hrittle it was,such we..~ the powe1'ful discoveries, with
,ybich God has favored me.' 0 God, '.et thenl. be .en­
}a"Ked into fun fi"uition. 0, when shall I see aild know
all that of whi,ch my finite nature is capable!

.!JUKU-lit 9, 1~54. I have been much taken up of late
in company and cODvel"sation : but both have been
chiefly of a religious kind, and therefore lnOI"e satisfac­
tory in its nature, than otherwise it would have been.
But yet my soul \vants to retire f."om all things temporal
and visible, and converse in a more intellectual and
spiritual Inanner \vith invisible realities.· I know 1 have
a spiritual part \\,ithin, which \va$ never made to feed
on any even the most r.efined 8uh lunary enjoyments;
an immortal nature, which must have eternal things to
contemplate, 01' it \vill neye1" find rest and delight; a !

capacious soul,' which must have an infinite object to
busy ~n(\ entertain its noble faculties, and unbounded
desire.s ; that nothing but an infinite, etel'nal, s~lf-suffi·

cient, self-existent good {.un suffice. And, through
grace, I t.·ust I have a gracious principle, a new nature,
a regenerate part, a love stl'onger than death, that does
l:nost powerfully carry my wh()le soul after a Beil)g \vho
-is most 'wise, nlost holy, just and good: and after all
creature convel'se, will remain ullsatisfic::d" without
sensible and sweet c'OmTnuriion \vith this Hcing. I ~nd i

nothing i-n .U the vast creation cOlumensurate to the
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utlbounde'd desires of this capacious spirit. And,.b)ess~
ed be God, I find nothing, that can give renewed naturt:­
a tnoment~~ scltisfaction~ but this holy, spiritual Bt:ing ;
what.comes from and centres in hiln. In vain a -thou­
sand amusements and tempting vanities otTer their
assistance, to mitigate his tedious· absence, or grace his
rt:turn: for I qual'~el, and conlplain of the whole system
of nature. I feel such a restlessnt=ss, as I can no ways
a'Cc,ount for, but that the God of nature and grace has
sworn that notbiug but hi~selr should t:ver tJeJight
me. '

I did )jft my voice to heaven. crying to the propitiou9
Deity~ who had himself formed my soul with such facul-

. ties and powers, as nlust pine away in tormeiltin~ penury,
without hitn; that he' who kne\v his own infinite per­
fections, would cause that none else should ever satisfy'
me; but that I'should be for ever restless and uneasy,
when he did not cQOdescend to visit me. A deep sense
of the divine, supreme excellence and perfec.tions ; the
boundless capacity of my s()ul.; and divine love to Cod,
inflamed my heart; and lively failtl en.oldened me to
ask: and infinite, divine condescension, I trust, heard
and grante~i the request.

AUgtt8t. ' My time bps been- takeD up chiefly the
week p~~t in a dili~ent, though, bIesst:a be God, not an
anxious attendance on my calling. I find God is, by
his Spirit, daily, cleari'ng my evidence, and delivering

. me floom a spirit of bondage, whereby I have the testi­
mony,of my conscifnce, that in simplicity alJd godly
sincerity, I have my conversation in 'the world. I know
the natural bent of my mind is for study: -yet, I trust~

I have a good conscience to\vards (;od, that I do not
allo'v one duty to intet·fere with anoth'er; but render to
Czsar the- things 'Which are Czsal"'s, as well as to God,
-the things \vhich are God's. And I do as really study
and endea,iOr to be diligent in business, as ftrvent in
spirit. 1 am conscious to myself, that I neither al1o,v
nor lo\-e an idle, lazy life .... - My natural temper does not
incline to-it; but when indulged or tlnployed in stud,;
and mthe exercise·s .of the mind,- is Inost diligent ~nd '
labdrious" .Blessed be God, \vho has cleared nlY way,
and, I trust, teaches ~e so' to conduct as giyes peace to
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my cODS\:ience, aod confidence toward~ God, through
Jesus Christ. my only hope of acceptance with God.

Saturday night, August. Alas! this day has been a
very incumbered day; and I ~ame to my chamber
weary and tired, both body and mind. I have torti my­
s~lf from the business of_the world, and I find so many
duties before me, in regard of the commut)ion, as would
last me through the night, would my strength hold out,
or could I enjoy my chamber alone;. but I cannot. 0
God, fit me for th~ approaching solemnity of thy day
and· table. 0 compose my 80ul for holy duties. I trust
I have been serving thee in my worldly employment,
Bod had a se:nse of my duty in being thus engaged.
,And ,,'ow, 0 my God, let me meet thee in the more
sweet and pleasing duties of reflection, . meditation,
examination and pl'ay:er; and find it is good for me· to
draw near to God. () how 'doth my 80ul lov.: and long
for those exercises \v hich bring me near to God·! Or
rather. in which (;od manifests himself to me. Ilofc
my (;od; I love his laws; I love' all those duties he
has enjoined OD me ; and therefore lonK for the heave!lly
enlployments above. 0 corne, Lord Jesus,. come
quickly! .

8t>jlt. I, 1154. Sabbath noon~ 'Vill God, in very
deed, dwell wittf .men? \Vill he whr:> is the I-ligh and
Lofty One, who inhabits eternity, condescend to visit

I wornls of the dust 1 0 infinite grace! He will, I know
be will. Witness my -soul; witness his house and
table ; witness this day. 0 t.ow sweet has been the
season! Verily DIy soul hath found it good to draw
near to God•.Here I have seen sin to be the wortit of
evils ; and °my soul the most -polluted. sin-ful, proud,
unhutnbled, ungrateful creature that I can behold on
earth. But, 0 C~r ever adored be God, I saw Christ
Jesus, th~ mO\t amiable and wonderful Redeeme.r ; and
I saw him mine. The blessed Spirit assured IDe of D1Y

interest in him, and of that covenailt relation God the
Father hath condescended to enter into .with me,
tbrough him. I kno\v, surely I may say, I kno'W I am
born of God; fOlo the Spirit himself hath borne witness
t'l this truth. by tho~e evidences of jtrace; and sealt:d
me to the day of r~deJnption. Blessed be God for this
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31ope. 0 -happy day ! 0 glorious moment, ill which
God conveyed life aqd light to nlY soul, and brought
-me into his covenant! 0 ·my happ)" soul! bow shall I
congratutate t_hee, on this high and happy relation !
I~'ain I \vould; but have nt:ither po\vtfrs of mind fully
to concei' e, nor words to ex press, this inexpressible,
·incorr r~heflsible gr~tct:, whel-cin I stanel seC~I·C of all
the *. laluable ~lessin~s of time and eternity, through
the ~ ~ighty, all·sufficient Mt:diator, Jesus Christ, nlY
only t '-e' and confidt:nce to)Vards t;od, my sure rt:fuge.
'0 my<- ~Iete Redeemer! by wh~t name or title sball
I t:xtol, \. \? For since I b~Kan to aeln-.ire thee, I find
there are 11\ '«Junds to thy amia~lc and glorious perf~c­

tions, a~tGoL. .t1an-\'lediator. () ye anp;els of God" you
adort: and admire him: but ftJis my happy lot t~ claim
-the lDost ne~r and t~nder relation. Yon Jo\'e and serve
him, as your Lord and King: but it is nlY triurnphan~

boast to lov'e, admire and rejoice in hirll, not only as my
Lord and King; but as my most kind, tender, faithful,
.all-suffi(ient Redeemer; yea, tny ~n in all. . '

o how did these views of these things draw out my ~

'soul to 'reneW my choice, .and ren~w every devout
,resolution of my soul, to be for bim, and no other; and
,vith full purpose of 'beart, more than ever fa serve and
obey him for ever! 1'"l1u8, and more than anI 'able to
recount, did God meet with me in his houie, and at
his table.' .

At nigkt. Surely I may say, Goel has been w.ith me,
or a'11'Uth, this day_ I have sat under. his slJadow ,vith
great delight, a.nd his fruit \!fas sweet to my taste. l'"he
morning'was spent in prayer, and a solemn renewal of
my ~pvenant. The forenoon in he~ring the word.
Noon, in commemorating the dying love of my dear'
Redeemer, in sorrow and jOYr This afternoon in
solemn worship, and hearing his wo·rd. ~rhis eVt.'llib~

in reflection and prayer. Bl~$sed beGo~! I trust 1 .
could say this day, 0 God, my heal·t ~s.:fi~ed ; solen}'nl,
find and -en~aged thl'OU6hollt the day. 0 bo\v sweet
such seasons! ~hough R1Y b«><!y is ready to faint u~c;r
them. .. ~ .' ,

Oct. 11 •. 1 am now -resolting for God.· AQd, 0,
how is my sou] ashamed and con£oqnded befol·e him!

11' -
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A las for me ! inr h{~al't s-arms with e,'ery lust. My
soul appears d~filetl in every part: J know not what to
do. () (;od, arise, a~h)e, I bt:seech thee, and quick~D

nJt' ~ccolc.ling to thy ",ot'd. Awake, nlY sle~ping soul,
and al'iM~, .And do thou give nu: lift: and vigor. With·
out thee I can do nothing. l"hrough t~ee I can do all
thinKs. () COOle in" bJe~sed Spirit, and re~ive my
sinkioK sOlll. 1 have bettl a talking christian; but
mak.e mt: a feeJinK, experie'lced; one. I. have Leen a
rational one; but tnak~ me a spi.,itual .one.

It is now sonle years, since I have .spent • whole
night in prayer; and some months, since I ha"e spent
a whole day to~~ther ip the duties of' the ,closet; and
some tinle, since I have Jj1in prostral.e b~fore God, in a
so)tmn extraordinary confession of esflli. All whic::h I
have found sp~cial bt:lps to k~ep up:the pow~r of reli­
gion in my soul. t\ctual disordt'fS of bod) .. and scrpples
about the duty lowe to the body, have, I think, cbit"fly
prt:vented, when I have had opportunity ~ But now I
anl resolving that. through grace, as I have oppo."ltuuity,
to spend more tIme this way, than' I have of late done.
Yet not to cast otT all concern about the duties lowe to
my body; nor destroy Dlyself: but to make the law of
God my rult; reJigion my business; communion ~ith

God.. my daily employ; and the 5\"lory of God, in regard
of body and soul, my highest end and ai~.

Oct. 14. 0, methinkf\ never did J feel such an af­
fecting. humbling, keen' I'~morse for sin, as I-have done
these five days past. 1\:ly 80ul Jay prostrate petore God,
under the dt~p~st sense of'my ingJ"lattttlrle, ackno\\'ledg­
ing the justice of God; if he should deny J~le'tlie lively,
po\verfal influencts of his Spirit: y~t not confounded;
b.ut with access, allowed to 'wres-tJe with Jehovah. and
with full assurance to call him my Father, my R~deem·

·er, my Sanctifier, and o,y God. () what condescension
is this! 0 what grace is h'ere! Did ever God deign to
stoop so low, to such a vile, unA"rateful wretc.h as I an) ?
\\' ill the blesst"d Dove again diffuse his influen~es ovc:r ,
my ·~olll? [-Ie \,\'ill, he will. I feel his sacred opel"ation
o~ my ~.he-al't. 0 transpo('tin~ joy! () \lnpal'allel~d

" COlldCSf,ension! (l unbo\Jnd~d, infinite ~race '! No\\' I
itOl thinte, for ever. thine. 0 I~t me nev~r more offend
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_ ag-ainst thee. l~et me ,die, rather than grieve the~. 0­
suffer nl~ not e\'er to act so ~ ile, ungrateful &1 part, _
while lif~ remains.

Nev. 17 I have bten from home nin"e ot'ten days,
and have enjoyed SQrne sweet seasons; but often halttl
{oulld JJlY heart like a deceitful bow, or bODe out ot joint. \
I find the power of corruption stron~. Lord, I am amllZ­
~d that there a:re such renlains of sin yet in me. 0 my
soul" \\That hast thou 'bee-n doing? ·fhou hast been in
this world above: twenty ei'ght years; aD~ alwayd Ii"ed
under tie means of gr.ace. And yet, how unsanctified
bast ,thou remained! For these. twe}\'e years, what a
rich variety of means hast thou enjoyed, both public,
private and secret! How many hundred sc:rtnons bast
thou heard! l-JoW' m!iny scores of sacramental seasons
Ilast thf:>u enjoyed! And how Dlany ~housand prayers
llast thou put up! How many thousand, t~lol1sand

petitions hast thou joined in, and put up for mort: sanc..
tification, and greater holiness! And thou .kno"'e~t,

God is a God hearing prayer; an4 that this is the will
of God, even my sanctification; And yet wh,at remains
of sin, and how Iitde sanctification appear in my soul!
How per'-erse and stubborn is my will! Ilow dal~k and
blind my uncl~rstanding! How carnal my affections!
Alas, what pride i what hypocrisy yet relnain ! -How
little faitll, love, humility, 1,"epentance,_ new obediencet
sincerity, and ~oly conformity to God, is to be see.n in
my soul! So that I am· even 'ready to cry out, I 'am
altogether as an unclean' thing; that there i& nothing
but wounds and bruises"and Jl~trif)·ing sores; that the
whole head is sick and the whole heart faint. And am
ready, .even at this'tnoment, to complain,~hat'the
wounds of sin are ~au~eous aud corrl1pt~ Such is the
running leprosy of sin, which I even now f~el, after all
the means I have enjoyed for my sanctification.
. Gracious God, what have I been doing! liow hp.y~

I-trilled with .,all thy sacred ~stitutions !. 0 let me from, ,.
this time, after every sing-l~ duty, strictly inquire what
degl"ees of sanctification I have gained by it. 0 roy
God, have I not, in this l'espc:ctt received tbe grace of
God, or the means of grace, in vain? 0 methinks I
never knew the plaiue of my heart. It burst$ out like I

, - . "
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a1>utrid sore, that never 'Was truty healed.· I...ord, rip'­
open the innlost sides, and let me be asbamed and.
confounded, because there are yet such_horrid remains
of the abominable thing; which- thy soul hates."; arid
""ich is fo." ever rebelling and going contrary to thee;
which is not subject_.to tJ1y law, no.' can it ~e...And 0
Jet the Lamb of God, who takes a~ay _the sins of the
world, be more than eve\" precious to me : that blessed.

- Redeem~r, who takes away not only the guilt, but the
filth j not only the power, but the pollution or fin. 0
Blessed Savio~, clt'arest Jesus, thou Son of God, l.come,
I come to tht:e; tor I bave heard thy blood eleanaeth
from all sin. 0, this, this is the sovereIgn remedy, the
balm of Gilead, and thou the only physician. 1""hy
bt90d only can cure this leprosy: nothing else- will do.
rrbe blood of bulls ahd 01 goals, and the ashes of a heifer,
cannot pllrge tbe conscience. rfhy blood only, 0 in­
l'arnate Cod, can cleanse my soul. 0 make me holYt
and take me out of a sinful world. l~otd" sanc;tiry my
whole soul, and bring me where nothing that is unholy
or defileth shall ever· enter. 0 take me out uf this
defiling \vorld. Lord, my heart is defiled, clnd me-thinks.
~II I converse with has a defiling influence on Ine. 0
if thou hast )?et any thing for rile ~o do 01- suffer, £ive
me zeal, life and (~I"VOl" and let me as a hireling fulfil
Day task. I am almost impatient to get rid of this
de~ling heart and world. 0 my" God, deliver, I beseech
thee, ...leU~er tne from this bondage of corruption.
J:lave mercy on me, 0 GOd, I entreat thee by all -thy
{ormer clemenc.y f ha~e mercy on me, and free me

~ from tbis burden of sin, and make me holy; and let Dle
dwell in""he holy pla~e where there are DO traces of
sin; .no res~mbhlnce of any thing that tbou,abhorrest,
or that defiles: Lord, make me. holy, and I fear no
evil. rrhere is nothing I fear but sin, or desire but
holiness. Deny not tnT request, 0 {.lord, I bese-ech
tbee. . ..

God only is ,vitncs's to the ardent breathings and
breakings of lny Roul for holines~, and entire conformity

. to himself; and perfect freedom from every thing that
is not perfectly agreeable to bis holy will, andpu re
nature.· -
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Nov. t 8. BlesSed be God, I am assured, neither. sin
nor satan shall evel" separate my soul fl"om 'him; t;'Mt
I shall never fall under eternal condeRMlation : yet, 0
yet, how does ain vex and .mict my soul, because it
is contrary to a pure and holy God.! On this,account I
hate and abhor it, and dl'ead it more than the sharpest
afttiction [ eyer met "ith, or ean conceive of. And

. yet, 0 1ny God, how insensible am I or ita ...odious
nature \! Hew little can I cot)ceive of this inbke evil, •
85. contrary to a holy <.~od! 0 may I see more and
more of it. 0 let it humble me continually before a
ho:Jy, lin bating God. l ..et me never have ano,thel'
proud thought arise; but ever reflect on my biteful

- defi~emtmt, my contl'uriety toO God. 0 may ~he sad
and dreadful remains of. indwelling sin keep me 101'1
before God). attd make Chtist infinitely precious, as
tbe Lamb of God; who takes away the lins of the
...orld. .

1 was led ~his' night to query, wby I am n.more
sanctified? Since G.ad's word declares, " l"his - itt his
wilt even your S8ftctificatioD ;,.•. and for this (''1friat died,
.that he might .redcet1l us from all iniquity, and purify
UMo bimself a pecoliar people, zealou8of goocLwQrks;
.d it is his command, ,. Be ye perf~ct, even as your
}i!r ~ho. is in heaven is- perftct : an_ain, " Fo"w
h . ss." And for thIS he prayed th~~ther," Sane­
ti y them through thy' truth oj" and h~ said ..the Jt~ather,

. alway-a heard- b..... And for this. cause he t;avltiAlis
Spit-it ; and it liri:the will and work nf the Spiftl?to
sanctify all that believe.. Why am· I thim no more
sanctified l·Am_I born of(.-od, aoo yet partake DO more
of his holiness? Am I United to Christ, as a member to
t~e head, or a br_ to the \'i~et and yet no !D0r.e like
hlm-l What reai'Jlllkhalll 8sllgn? Do I J>eheve these
declarations "'+!ch God has ma~e ?Sorely God is true,
and limIt be ; end yet why thtn amA:. not more holy?
T~is then- mu~t b'~ the reason, ~l For the,se things, 'saitb
he~ I wilt be inquired of, to dot,hem.)". T~ri, 8,llrely
tbel~, the fault is'in me. I have not 6oughl. God for the .
sanctifying-operations ofhis Spirit; I have not ,vrestled,
as became ORe of hi! rec1eemt:d ohee ; as' one ,vho had
a ~jght to sue for them, in and through J,es1l8 Christ,

11- I



126 LIFE OF' MISS ANTlIONY.

the gl'~at Mediator. J I have not laid it enough to he=ttt,
I'4Ia~e not been _duly sensi~le of the worth .of these
things. - 0 my base, slothful, negligent soul, complain
no more; but arise and wrestle,Jill 'thou obtain as great
degrees of holiness, aa ever mortal did, or could. ·

"Hov. 0 bleseed be God, that he'condescends to take
me near himself, and· commune with vile, unworthy
me, afte,r all my backslidings and wanderings from him;
and net-withstanding the opposition 1 meet \1ith. from
,Batan, and my wicked~eart. ·0 the horrid .nature of
sin ! Verily it is the worst of the worst of all things.
Sin now 'appears exceeding sinful, ~xtremely odious, as
de&ng, contrary to a holy God. Christ, the Lamb' of
God, who takes away the sin of the ,world; Dol only,
th_e power, but pollution; not onl}" the guilt, but the
filth, is most pre~ious and lovely. 0 ~essed be God
for Jesus Christ! 0 precious, precious Lard end Savior,
prophet. priest and king ! 0 bow sweet is it thus to
draw.ear to God, and find hitD near.io my lOut! ·0 for
a perfect Reamesa,"never more to 'cease! rkn~w heaven
is my home; for·l long t~ get there.'where my,treasure,
my hea~ and my hopes are already. I know it is the
land of promise; for these cluster. are the foret••te,
,pledges and,earnest of ,my inlleritance. l"his, this com....
18nian with GQd is the dawn of glory, and aDtici..'ion
'Of eternal life.":·

January S 1" 1755. I have beeD all this week trying
to~end a day, or part of a day, wi~lt· God in secret;
but .every day has had ita necessary 'incumbraDCes, clog
and hindl'ance~ Last night had some glimpse of light.
peace.. joy and confidence. in God ;. but it was soon
g~ne. 1"his day J have set myself to prayer, and re..
viewing my various experiences, jf possible to give a

. ·turn to my mind; but.! scarce MO"" what J am about.
My head js pained, confused and bewI1dJred t 80 that I
get lost. 1\'ly h~, I know not what Ii is. ·1 81ways
found it wicked ; tiut I have little hUTl1bJing tense of it
!lOW. I tcll God, I a1l1 as vile a wretch as ever lived ;

. but:l"am nQl atr~cted with it. I tell him, -I want none
but him ; that he is the only real go6d; but t feel no
rt:alizing st-nse of his di\'ine, infinite excellence. I be­
lieve these things, because 1once felt tbe pow~roftbtln .j

'- .
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and not because 1 now see. My eyes run down with
tears, while I express these things, befdre my. more
stupid heart is afFectecl~~ 0 whll~ a ... have I ! The
members and organs of my body are more affected thaD
that: My tongue to complain, my eyes to weep_

... Fe6. I. 1 was for~ed from-those duties yesterday;.
my bodily illness jncr~a8ing so that I was scarce able to
bold up'my head. And this day I find myself 80 disor- .~

dered; tllat I can attend on no duty with any fix~d en~

gagedness. , Well, my God, I am thine. l"et me not
repine.; liut quietly bear thy ha~d

Feb. 1. At night·. Blessed be God Cor nearer access,
and enlarge~nt in· prayer, with two or three christian
friends, this afternoon; and lome freedom this night,
though attended w,ith bodily disorders.' 0 when will
the ,happy day of release, arrive ! ..'.

July 3.. 1155. Fast ~ay. l\;luch incumbered last­
night ;' unfit for preparation - for -tbe exercise, of this
day ; and .SO awaked this m~ningt unsettled as to the
particulaJ; duties of the' day. Yet (~od gra~iolJsly af­
fo.rd~d some ne.r and lively acoess to hiln, in prayer n..r
Zion, both jo secret.. public and pl'ivate. My soul rt:.ach.-

.- ed after God, a~~ laid hold ~n the ~J'uth\, faithfulness,
,.d alm.igbty power of Jehovah, and head. of the church.
~re I am, without Q scruple, that I prefer Jf:rusalem to
• ~hjef Joy., I alnlost fOfKet :my ~own ~rh"att: and
~1tual concerps, only as they stand In re_on to, ~Qfi

are included in, the prosperity of Z~on. If Christ has
8. church.•~he world, and they are all united tOKether,

.... memtJifl'rin the body, and- united to Christ, a8 the~r
'head, I surely feel the inseparable union" beyond all lhe
.ties of nature, or law ot: cotDmon ~dship. Strong
influence, powt:rful t:tlicacy ! But wliary ilnd spent in
family anli secret duties at niKht. 0 frall and faulter-
ing flesh!\Vhen shalj 1 get free!: .
: }leb.5, 1757. A sweet morning 11\ly soul engaged
"With ·God in prayer, "for myst.l£.. the w~ole world, the
protestant nations, our nation ... 8I!d land, the whole
church; all the ministers, particular minislers ~nd­

cl)rilStian friends.. Sweet .access ; blessed .freedo)~',
tgrough J~sus ChrJst, God-Man, my dear1 glorious Mt­
diator. 0 how sweet 8u~h a ~a5ori! l-J1olJgh.mY'.'~Jlir-'
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its were exnausted, and unfit fot- other dutlr..s. . Found
my body needed refreshment.. .
. Some sense af divine thi~g. at neon ; but ftot so
engaged: more broken in my thoughts. SeRt for to
visit a dear, sick christian f.;iend. Had some sweet
christian conversation.· "'elt straitened, at nigbt, and
·not well. Endeavored solemnly to renew my covenant;
and truat I was clear, fixed and hearty in the dedication

·and consecration of my whole self, body and soul, ,and
every member, poWer or faculty; all I am, and all I
have; every interest or concern, temporal, spiritual and
etet:~al: yea, I think there w'as not the least -reser"e.
not the least iota, but was solemnly giveR up to God.
AII.that my engaged soul could {,omprebelld or appre­
hend, that did or could relate to me, wa-s heaw-til.y cOIn­
mitted to God. And I trust I was enabled as cordially,
and 811 unreservedly, to e1ubrace the ~'lather, Son, and
Holy Ghost, as my weverlasting portion.· Yea, I trull. I
did embrace the whole Trinity, for an· that I could con­
cei ve or apprehend an 'mfinite God could be 01 do to aDd
for me, for time and eteMlky, for soul or bodyr

And ~us I an.. the Lord"8~ . I am the Lord"s only,
lolely, and for ever: and I rej01ee- in tbt~ di.·posal of
myself. And thus the Lord is min~·; a.d.. J. boast.81!4
gloa'Y in my portiori. And n'ow-, bl'essed he Gael for
Jesus Chri.~t! What more can tsar? .Here, here I .t
dwell; blessed be God fer Jesus ChrIst! r•.

Feb." 9. I Blessed be God! I trust .1' do enjoy Borne
sweet ('ommunion with God in prayer, ever"••san, and
have a sweet r~lishorspiritual tltings on my 'beart, mo•

.or I~ss, aU the~ ; but cannot attl\in to· deep. GEed,
and solemn meditation Since Sabbath dar, my head
is dis<;)rdered. . It is weU., blessed be fiod, that I am al­
lowed a taste. l~hou'm1: my centre: here 1 would restt
and lpng fDr ,toe happy day of dear release. 0 thou
blessed porti<1ll of my soul, draw me, and I ·will run
after tb~e. When thou givest me strength Bod near­
ness, I reso]ve,.tbrough ~,.ace, to follow hard after thee.
But when thou d08t \\'eaken my strength in the way, I
"ill wait and hopt, look and love; and· say, tho\) dost
all things well. _. .

. lArd, 1 now.end the creature cannot Balisfy. Thou-
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_Ty art my dear dtolight. 0 the 8w~etlltl8of religion f­
its ways are "8Y8 of pleasantness, and all its paths ar.c
pc:ace. I find, I feel tile dear )"oke of Christ is easy,
and his burdens. ligh~. 0 happy soul, who has listed
111ldrr this blessed Captain, and has (Iltered into his
service. Blessed be {;od! .. trust I do know, experi­
Jllentally, dlat they have great peace, whlf.lovt: thy la,,,.
And with this-let me lay me down, and sleep; for thou.
shalt keep me.

Feb. 19. I hope aome iix~dness and refrelhmrnt
yesterday morning. ~rhe rest of tbe dtly abroad with
the sick. Bleased be God. that I can#be any comfort 01'

help to tbe aMicted and helpless. Composed and re-­
freshed, last night.. More wandering and hurried this
morninlt. Werst again to visit the sick. }4'ound my
sick friend dying in dist,"s. Begged me .to pray fo~

her. Prayed fol" h~r!elf. "For a Christ, 0 for a
Christ ~ for the pl·tcious blood of Christ to be applied
to DIy soul! No blood of buHs 01' of goats would save ,­
hut the preciot1~blood of Christ. Mercy., LOI'd, mercy,
Lord !"_ and so she died. 0 may this Mtrecting seen.
make an abiding iMpressioD on mf soul! 0 the impor­
tenee of a dyinS hour; w ben time is ~~osing and eternity
epening! 0 what but a Chriat ca~ then afford the least
comfort or S\lPPol~! And this bop': my friend had. I
£&UflOt but trust sbe fell asleep in J~'SQs. If her faith
was weatt, her pa8sag~ was ~a8Y: sbe died like a la~b,
at last. -

o bow much wisdom atld goodness has Cod shewed
tiJ me, that I waS here t the more so, bcc.ause it was a
faR.ily wb;~h had aPl)~aredmuch prejudiced against" me,

- eve" since I made a profession of religio~ ljn lately.
And no\v I had an opportunity t. magnify J:l1Y profes­
sion, by being kind, and doing good, not Qnly to the sick;
but to a clear relative of hers, 'Who had cast my name out
a'S evil. 0 that I mj~ht be able tbus to requite aU who
abuse me! What a ch.ojstian love and harmony is be­
tWt:en us now t i\nd now, J would make an impro\'t­
metlt ofthis prol'idence-never to "esent an injury; but
lea·'e it 1Vith God to ~jndicate Ule : and it will then
always tnrn Otlt well.

And again, I would impro;ve this providence, to prc~



130
~

'LIFE OF MISS' ANTHONY.~

par~ for my own dissolution. Die I must; but 'whent
a'1d under what Lircumst~nses,thou ~nJy know~st. Nor
is it 'nlucH matter, so I be hut found in Christ. 0 my
soul, thou hast this dying work to do. rfhou hast this
~ark, unknown valley to pass. . "fhou hast this king of f

terrors to encounter. 0, ar~_ thou prepSlre<l.? Can thy
faith, cap thy ·pl·esent hopes, bear thee out? Thou art
often longinglor the blessed vision of God t· but 0 what
will .be thy frame, wh.en deat!f, ~rim, ghastly de:ath"
stares thee in the face, and holds thee in' his iroll- jaws,
while the piercing cries and shrieks of dear relatives.
strike through thy tender fond heart 1 0 death, I have

\ ,Dot known thee. I have not yet pa!ised through thy
territory. I cannot mark the gloomy way. ,But my
Christ, my captain and guide has; arid having ~im with
me. I cannot miscarry~ Then it shall be my r~newed

care to have him really and sen.sioly with me, both in
lif~ and d~ath. . I

. Jl'JdrcJz 12.' Was waked with- th.e cry' of fire,. just by
11S. as the dC\y dawned. 'Soon felt much disordered.
Not enlarged In reacJing or meditation. Felt serious;

. f>ut could not get near my God in prayer, for ~pine ti}ne.
Felt not able to 'strive, nor any drawings of soul to G9d ;
yet remembered my yesterday's framCj, 'and was Ull\vil·

ling to leave the duty, without some communion with
God. And blessed be God, 1 began to feel some-desire

.and drawings'of my soul, and closed with them. untiJ) I
trust, I enjoyed sweet, intimate communion with the
blessed God, thl-ough Je5tJs Christ, my dear ~edeeme1".
My passiol1S were muc.h moved; and I knew there- was
sotne degree of Bodily disorders working in my frame ;
yet, I trust, there Was the distinct exet-cise of grace. I
ion~~ed for the grace of faith and humility. 0 how did
I long to lie in the dust, and live on God for every mer­
cy ; to be nothing, and Christ aU ; to be brok~n off from
an dependence below God; to sit under his tabk, and
be fed. with the crumbs which fall from it.
, I felt no desire~ after great prospe'rity, or high joys.
As to temporals, I was willin'g, yea, I think, desirous to
receive all by Dlorsds and crU,olbs, as I thought it was

. the will of 'God I should_ Only I desil-ed that he would
feed me. And as to spirituals, I ratbt:r desired to take
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deep ,.oot~ than to flourish'. A b'umble, childlike tem~'
per did appear most d~sirab~e. I trust I ht·artily ch03e
conformity to {fod, before comfort; ,humllity, and holi­
ness••"ather than joy. 0 &urely I had access to ~ the
throne of grace ! but my strength has faile!t; and I
have been exceedingly disordertd all- the, day since. 0
come, I..ord )esus, () come and finish tr.y work. Let
heaven succeed. I hope some refreshment tlUs· Mght ;
but not enlarged a.s 'usual, fo~ the church, or the ap­
proaching" ~abbafh. '

May 21. God has been R"raciously pleased, for the1~

several days, to drl\w OIJt my soul for dear Zion, I have
begun my prayer with some petitions for myself; but
my thoughts have tutned on Zion, dnd 1 have s'carce
thought of myself any more, only as a member of Zion,
and a partaker, with the whdIe body, of every blessing.
o howllas God enlarged my soul, and held IDe up to
'1Vestle with him oh Zion's behalf, until-my nerves have
b~en so strained, that the Back part of my head and ne~k

have been so swelled and sore, that I. cou.ld scarce move
it ; and ha\ye been obliged to take to my bed, from my
knees! after which, I have thought it my duty to desist
from any close exercise of mind, until I have reco\"e"t:~:

and then 1 have found th~ same ~I·acious assistance.
o how good is God, that he w in allow a poor, poll.uted

worm of the dust, to speak to Him, who is the high and
loftyone, who inhabits eternity! It has somc:times b~en
sugg~sted, that 1 should sU"ain my h~ad so that di~u·ac.
tion would follow. But _though this be -an affiiction,
which of all e\"ils except !tin, I 'apprehend the sort:st ;
and from which I most reluct; yet I h~v~ J>t:en enabled,
I trust, sweetly to commit m)'~elf to (;od; and could
tnls,t even a dislrac.ted body and mind' to the ~are and
prote~tion0' my heavenly Father. ,""his, thou~h ,mor.e
to be dreaded, than death" I ft:1t disposed to suumit to,
trl1stin~ my all in the hands of a filithful Good. who
has excited these most ardent desi ft·S for l\is glory, and
the prosperity of his chu~h ; and has engaged my soul
to wrestle for blessjn~s on his ChUl'ch ana people, in a
manner unaccountable to me; and why, 1 k~ew not:
but by the event, I have been confirmed that the secrets
of the Lord are "ith thtrn 'that fear bim ; and to them
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he will shew his covenant. Yea, Dot\Viths!anding aD lilt
fiDward eon8K:tl, ~nd the ~cusations of satan against
'me, I hav~ been encotu'a~edt If I had regardt=d inquity
.in my heart, God would bot have ,heard me: ~u~ verily
God hath h~rd me ; .he hath attended.to the voice uf
lny prayer. 0 am.azing condeBcension!

June 26,1751. Very hea\oy this moreing. Lay i~

bed t.oo late. H;\d but little time or heart for secret du*
··ties. Went up to God's sanctuary. Felt soolewhat
seri'x18 aad ~n~a~ed in pllbiic duties i but more Iivel,.

\ at noon, in company; but not so fixed this afternoon.
, Camt: h')me: felt little conlposure for prayer. I tried

to rt:ad and meditate; but found I did but trifle : cauls
no way get D1Y mind fixed; but time ran to waste. I
resotv~.a to go to God for a suitable I, frame ; to spend
sonle~time-in prayer for dear Zioa, our nation an~ land.
Felt great opposition from satan, and my OWR heart.

·Discou,"aging suggestions, as. though I had DO wat"rant
to ° be importunate \vith God for our gation and land.
But I 'urged, that God had commanded us to pray, and
,to give him no rest, til~ ·h~establiih,and till he make Je-
rusalem a praise in the ear-til: that eyeD when be forbad
l\1oses to pray for bis pcol)le, to testify his anger; yet
he graciously heard, and manifested bis approbation of
Mos~s,-and his zeal and fervency. I confessed DIy own
infinite unworthiness to open my mouth, and the unwor­
thill~SS of our ~infuJ, guilty nation and land, of any mer­
cy. I aclulow)edged Ius ·infin~te justice and righteous­
nes,s, should ht utterly and for ever reject qs, "and make
us a heap and desolation. I. lamented the general s~u..
"pidity whic!l had 6e~~ed the whole nation; and t.h.t we
appeared to be a people ripe for sudden and awful de­
struction ; to be given up into the hands of our enemies;
that they should enter, not only into Qur. bordt:ra. but
into our bowels: that our natIon and land should become
a ~t:pro~ch atllollg the heathen, and the" scorn and tri­
umph of our antichrist~ati enemies. . But, then wlrAt
would God do for his own- great n:une? Had he n~t said
that thus and thus he would do with Isra~J, were- it not
that he feared the wrath of tht:: enemy, and that their
adversaries should behave themselves strangely.; and
Jest they should say, our band is ~igh, aDd the l..o~·d

•
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Ilath not done alI th~ ? I pleaded, that he wIlo was if,­
finitely above all. fear 01' restraint from men or devjls,
bad thus condescended to give us arguments to plead
with hitn. "But if-be was fixed in his purpose to d~stroy

us, as a nation; yet, I pleaded his promise to his
church. That the gates of helt should not pyevftil
against it ;" that he would' send his gospel into the" dark
corners of the earth, and yet have a peculi~r pefJple ;
and that his "name might yet be glorified in the earth.

,I adored his ~vereignty; acknowledged his justice;·
and, '1;- trust, submitted to his hand: yet egain Was
slrengthened to plead .for the nations ()f the reformation,
our nation and l~nd; until a ·most viQlent pain seized the
nerves of my head, whic.h ,vere much "strained, and
lorced me for some moments to ~esist. IJut--- my soul
now being engaged, I made another attempt to continue;
but was seized with such extreOle-" sickness, as took
away all my strength) arid almost life. ' Cold: and" help­
less I lay, while nature struggled hard for life. - And I
am much thoughtful whether there is not mtlch of the
agency of sat~ in these turns, as I find hard inward
conflicts, satan strongly resisting me, when ~ngaged fop
dear Zion. Almost all my engagedness, and access to
:God, of late, has been ,for Zion: and {()r about two
....ee~s, I have, not once had lively access, but I ha"e
been broken'up by a sudden turn of bodily disorders;
tbdugh I have"'cen able to attend other duties, with fix­
ednes~ and attention ; besideSt a great va~ietyof inwfrd
teD)ptations. Yet, 0 may God but' hold me wresthng
for his dear cause and interest ; may I but prevail with
him by faith, tllrough Jesus the glorious Redeemer, for
his dear church.; here 1 am" at his wise and gracious
disposals of me : Only, may he b~ my strength and
stay. Lord, I know thou dost not need- me, nor my
p~or prayers. I t is only by .thee that I am allowed to
open my unworthy, polluted lips. ~ord, .. it is infinite t

condescension in thee, that thou .wilt 'sutTer me "to take
thy sacred name on my' qnhallowed tongue.- I •

.~~dnt.day, Ju.fJt 29, 1759. r.t:his d~y, rose .IarlYt
and Improved my time, that I mIght b~ prepa~ed - for
the hour f."om seven until eight. I then addressed the
throne of grace for \lublic ble8sinil, - 'Vas e.nI8t·ged in

I 12' .
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confessing and lamenting the national sins and guiJt,
till the bour was t::xpired.. AlaI! what a few of the
many particulars thereof, ~an be enumerated in one
)lour. I seemed but to touch on tht'm, in the time.
Good God, what a world of iniquity is this! .1 know not
"lvhere to begin, or \vhere to end, in the eDumeratioD of
our sins. 0 what infinite patience has borne with such
vile rebels as we ! Lord, what a world is this! What •.
den of unclean beasts! "Vhat a sink of sin! What all
inhospitable wilderness have thy dear s~ints, ,vho live
now, to pass tbro.ugh t in their way home! 0 reli~ve

their pain ; aUe"iate their t:birst, by some kind cordia),
some foretaste and pledge of their heavenly in~eritance.•
Continued in prayer, till streDgth and spirits failed.

7"hurBday, June 30. 1~his being the last l'hursday in
the month; a day which some pious persons have de­
vQted to prayer for the prosperity of Zion, our nation
and laud; and on which is our lecture; I would observe
it, as far as my· health and my circumstanc~s woulrl
allow. ,,-

Enjoye~ some freedom in praye·r. ·Read B,ritain's
Remembl~ancer. 'Vas ready to say, {rom a 'view of our
aggravate~ guilt., It is a gone case with our nation!
Go~ will show us, by his judgments, what we would not
learn by his m~rcies. Went up to God's house; heard
his word; and hope 1 had some sense of divine things.
Returned home. with desire to enjoy God in secret;
where I sct myself to medi.t8te, and examine, in order
to prepare for the holy supper: -and to leave the con-·
cerns of Zion and our nation arid land for after medita­
tion and prayer. After some serious exalninaUou, 1 at­
tem.pted to pray; endeavoring to confine myself to my
o\"n case. But while I was wrestling with God for
grace and large communications at -his table, to ~eserve
me in this evil, sinful time, my _desire, \vould enlarge
f()r the same grace for all his dear saints, who were
travelling the saD1C! pilgrimage, hungt"y, and hard be­
stead, groaning under the same evils that attonded me.

_ I bad a lively sense of the sin and guilt of our na­
tion and land. And while pleading for them, I had sue]l
B Stfnse of the injury dQD~ to the divine name and la"',
b): their sin, and of the reasonableness. that tbe diville
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tieing should arise, and vindicate his injured attz'ibutes,
against rebellious worms, thouKh he;; should unerly con­
sume them; and such ardent desires f01" his .glory, that •
1 freely_ gave up the nation and land to the ,viII of God.
The lanKuage of my soul was, U I..ord, spare us, if thon
wilt redeem us; but I cannot wish we should be spared
to rt:YOk'any more. rrhy glory is infinitely Inore dear.
to me, than any thing else; and I f.'eely sacrifi ce a1l lo
that. But 0, if it be thy will, take Dle from the evil to
come; and let me.-not see the evil that will come on this
people; but this with submission to the di\·ine will."

o what a precious Beason was this! IJow al'dent were
'lny desires fLr. every member of Christ's body. 0 ho,v
did I feel the unity of the spit-it ! and how earnest for
sfaring mercy for our nation and land! and what a live­
ly sense of .the dishonor done to the glorious ~trjblltes

or God, by our sins! And what a holy l'eve~ge against
ftio, and bumble submission to the divine will! "pllat a
11eat:ty consent, that God· should vindicate his injured
name and laws! 0 how 8weetly composed, and swaIlo\v­
C'd up; was my soul, in tl~e glory of that God, that beft
&f beings, whom r saw infinitely just and righteous, and
yet infinitely affronted, abused and contemned,'by despi­
cable worms of the dust! 0 how was I enabled to cast
all my caretnlnd burdens, pablic and private, national
and personal, upon this best of beiBgS! 0 ho,Y- is my._
boul now at rest in God! blessed, for ever blessed be
God, for this season of sweet communion with him!
Though ·spent in body, y-et sweet peace in mind.

January 17, 1161. My head has been much disorder­
ed this \veek; yet, thanks be to God, I trust it has been
better with me, than in the last week. I hope some
8weet access for myself, and tl1e deal- aflicted cnurch,
to which t belong. Felt a tender sy~pathy \yith my
f1ear pastor ; begged direction; and wrote a letter to
him this day_ May God bless it! I have devoted my
pen to him; and what he shall assist to write, that I "
commit to his blessing. 1 know I have but little facuI·
ty, a.t present, for writing"; ,but if God delight in me
l)e can assist and bless: but, if not, here I am ; let the
Lord do as seemeth good I to him. _ .
• 1 have lhis week been ready to think I should be ex·
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el'cised \vith' some sha·rp· trials, from the frame of my
lilillu. For when I have endeavored to realize the m05t

, ~or~ and trying affiiction coming on me, I have rat1~er
· enlbraced, that~ drawn back ; ~ca\Jse I believed, if God

caUed n~e thereto, I should see hi.s salvation. And '0,
comlnunion \..-·ilb God is all I can wis,h. ,0 I am w"eary
of lire! 0 for" conformity. to God, and. enjo~ent Q£

· . him! Alt present, I seenl to have no hopes or fears
abou~ the \vorld. If God will but sanctify and satis£)'
l11y soul, it is enougll. 0 my C;od, U1Y God, tbine I
~tm. () take me int9 lhi'1e o\vn merciful and gracious
hands.' Subdue every lust. Confol'm me to thy blessed

-..J.w.' Resign me If> thy sovereign will. Deligtlt tbou
. ~n Dle. l\Jake me to c!elight in thet, and ,it is all ; I haye

))0 request, beyond tbis. Lord, if thou seest me slight­
ing temporal blessings, 9. correct tb~s, error; for r I

. kno·N,I am absolutely dependent on thee. But 0, COIl­

fornlity and communion with thee, appears the one, the
only one thing needful. \\-'jtb thy smiles,' I can be
b~pp, on a dunghill, or.in a dtJng~on. Wi~bout thee, I
must be miserable in a palace. '0 'bold not my soul at a
distance from thyself, thou only best of beings, thou
centre of D1Y soul, thou end of all my wisbes. Thou
art th~ boundless bound of immortal desire. My God,
"my God! The fathomless 9Cean ,of delight; it is tby
own infinite dignity to be le!f-suflicient and independent.
And it is my hignest felicity to be dependent aod insuf­
ficient ; but in an aU-suffic.ient, God, tbrough an all-suffi­
cient and most glorious Mediator. 0 here, Jure Jet 'my
8001 for ever rest j and ~l my wishes, all my hopes) be
'for e,wer fixed.

April 4~ -Thanks be to God, I "have enjoyed more
lieact: and tranquillity ,of Blind this week than for a long
tlme. I awaked' on Monday m~rning from dt'~ams
wJlich had a tendency to distract my fancy; but blesseu,
fOI· eYel' 'blessed be God, some sense of his perfection~"
sta)'ed Iny soul: and I ha~"c .seen such a fukless here,
as made me,willing to relinquish all hopes or e~pecta­

tions fl'onl the world, for such discoveries. 0 here [.
found a solid, rational sati~faction.beyond 'what all thi,
world can give. I felt myself at once \\'eaned from it ;
and God only a s~itable good. HCl·e the is:iu~ \Va~
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ataunchtd; and here my soul rested. 0 this I fg\1nd,'
was the cause of D1Y former \veanedne.s.s from the world;

~-the disc,overies I then had of the perf~ctionsof Cod, tht.=
transcendent glories of the divine JlIlture, and the forc-
taste I then bad or heaven_ J

I-now felt reconciled to a weak, sickly body, which 9£
late I had so dreaded, jf it might be a mean of shutting
my eyes to the 'World, and opening them on C;od and
eternity. I felt indifferent; yea, reluctant, to the plea~..
ures and amusements of lite, and reconciled to the trials
~f ~t. NOl" have ~aHy OOCUl"I·ences made any great hn-

- pressions on my olinde Hut I find Iny viewS' abate. ,0
Lord, revive them !

Oct. 17. Thanks b~ to God! this night my desires
Were so enlarged, and 1 had so oluch to say, lh2t I kne\v
not ho\v to leave off, even w-hen bodily strength was ex­
bau'sted. 0 .what a good God', have 1 ! "What a good
ma",s~er do 1 se'rve, in whose service is great delig.ht~ L
have devoted myself to him.. 0 may I be devoted to'
the service of the sanctuaty; a consecrated "essel,

-though of the meanest use! Here I atn, 0 Lord. Set·
me apart fo~r thyself. , Wilt thou condescend to take me
into thy service. ,rfhough 1 minister riot publicly be­
fore th& Lord, in holy things;: yet fain would I be de­
'Voted to the service of the sanctuary, in &ecret, solemn,
and fervent s\lpplication. Especially, may I' consecrate;
myself, and the Saturday night, and Sabbath day, fOJ;
this servi'ce of his sanctuary; :that his gracious pres~.

ence, assistance and influences may be granted to aU his
churcl)es. God seems/to be incliniog my heart to this,
public 5ervic~,·in a private, secret way" And blessed,' ,
be God, w~o_ is iDc.tini~g my heart to forsake e~ery fal~e
way; and tQ great~r endeavor~ to perfect holiness,_ In
his fear. 0 my God, thou knowest my sincerity. A~­

cept .and improve me j" for ~ am thine. _ But 0, bear
my expenses.: flWnish and supply.me) for, and in ~~ ,
service. I know t'hou wilt g~t ,nothing by me; yet, 0 .
boundless g,l-a'ce; fulfil' my. hum~'e, yet ,bold l'equest~
Lor~, 1 trust my eyes are not l_ofty, or my'.h~ar.t haugh-

\ ty, when I b~g to be: -'Un'proved" in' the service of thy
sa~tuary. 1 feel disposed to br.ing the cases of Go411's

12- .
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people, mentioned in publie, into private secl"et praY,Ffs.
o th~t God"would set me apart for himself! .

But 0, let me not forget the duties of the private sta·
tion, in which God has placed IDe. I have many· rela­
tive duties incumbent 'on me, ,vhich I am too apt to for·
get, neglect, or perform tool superJicially. 0 let me not
now, under pretence of mor~' extrio,"dinary ser,:ites,.

. overlook these. But Jet me now, while I aim. offering
nlyself to the servic~ of the sanctuary ; devo~in~ my..
self to God, and waiti~gon him, for the spirit of prayer
and supplication, be setting mystiC to study my several
relations in life, and the duties of each•

.!vovem6er 4; 1761. . Nineteen years ago, this . day,"
I gave rn)·seif up to God, in a pablic, solemn covenant,
and swore aHeg\ance to King Jesus, as my only rightful
Lord and King, and v~wcd· submissi~n to him.' () my
God, what ~ barr'en fig... tree have Ibeen in thy vineyard!
I blush, and am ashanled of my wretched' unfaithful­
l1ess, under all thy rich cultivations. 0 \yhen shan I be
tra~splanted under thy immediate sun beams; where
there is not one barren and unfruitful ? 0 that th~ ensu­
ing year nlight place me in the paradise of my God, to
go no more out for ever. Methinks my warfare is
near- at an end. 0 come, Lord J~SUf;', come quickly.

J\"ovemher 5.' I strove to .spend last evening -solemn·
ly with' Go<:l ; but attained to nothing. more than hard
~onflicts.. -And, this~ay, bn which I ...a~ Ihirty-fiTJ~ years
old, I wo\t)~ fain have spent in humble confession, ~e•.
'Vout adoration, and in self-dedication-; but' bodily disor­
deri have prevented. Nor could I attain to that cheer­
ful, hearty sabm.ission, l ought, -and desired to exercjse.
o God, few and evil 'indeed-have been the years of my

, pilarimage.. It has afforded me some streJfgth this
.night by reflecting, that the great Captain of my salva­
tiol\ has c()n~red sin and satan. 1'hat there ever was,
and w~11 be, enmity. between the seed of the woman,
and the seed of the eerpent. "rhat Cnrist ever knew
the strong opposition satan wo~ld m'ake ; and therefore
cORque~edhim for all his elect. And yet, as Christ was

• Sfte~now rectons aecording to the alteration from old' stJJe
to new. - I
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macte perfect, through sl,J,fTeringa, so must' every child
taste ot the GUp.· Satatf$:~Dmity is· against Chrrst him­
self, to distress and destr01..h.1is in~erest" as~much as 'pos­
sible: but he shall never ~ail) Christ' will maintain
laia throne, though earth and hell oppose. lie has con ..
quered, and will defeat ~~powers of.darkness; and not ..
nne of his members shitf' .. hurt. 0 my Redeemer, .
what support does tbis afford my poor soull And will·
not he, who has preserved me these thirty·five y~ars,

still preserve? But 0, have 1 attained to but half the.
. years of the human life! How does this damp my soul!

() cut short the tedious days t BQt let thtm be well im··
proved.. Gracious Redeemer, when 1 reftect on the
amazing conflicts I have had, I am ready to say, Why
has such a reed been set up, as a mark £01- satan's rage l'
But I trust thou wilt hereby ordain praise to thy vieto- \
rious, aU conq~erillg power and grace. Sure I am',. \
didst thou- not keep me' by thy almighty power, I had·
long before DOW fallen a pre'y in the teeth of- this devour­
ing lion. 0 glorious Redeetner, leave me net: for the .
moment thou dost leave me, I fall. a sacrifice to the mal­
ice aad £faft of tllis serpent. L am amazed at th~ vigi­
lance of satan 1, if he cannot terrify, he will allure. If.
11e cannot, gain his· enet himself,. he will take unto him.
seven, yea a legion,. of other spirits-. ADd if spirits pre·
'Yail not, men shall be used as i;nstruments to cajory on:­
his desiglls, by frowns Olt by'flatteries. 0, methinks, if
ever I get to heaven) I shall ~e a miracle of power and
grace. But hitherto thQu· hast preserved me. 1"hrough.
thy grace, I have stood the 6ieg-e of thirty-five years;. '
sometimes enabled to saUy. out,. under -thee the grea~

Captain of my salvati·an,. and put the ellemy to ftjght. At
other times t.hey -have been suffered to approach near.-"
the walls, and made great bretrches. 0 how oflen "ave"
'I been brought into deep waters, w.bere I could find nb·
place ·fur my feet.. At other times, thQU hast led me
through Jordan; and 1 have~ 8S" it \vere, tak~D steD'e5.·
out of-the bottoIDt- wbile my feet stood on dry groun,d...

Thus, 0 God, hast thou led me thirty-five y~ar8 to·';·
this day. And here I am,"~li¥ing monum~Dt tJj' th1
power a~d goodness.' O. furnish nle with greater, de­
grees ofgraee ; and hasten my e.scape £ro~ this Soilom.



r

:140 LIJ'E OF"MI!S J~HONY.

:I have waited for thy salvatt. VY.bcn shall my ~ul
be satisfied with thy favor, ""1 is my life? 0 "ben
shall these shadow& Bee aw~ 0. wheD.shall it be aU
bright, .immortal day, with setting MID for ever l

Nov. 8. Sabbath-day. ard 'ruggle with satan and
a diflordered body, last night, d this day. Blessed be
God, attained some aUe d engagednes& in his
house, this mo~ning',at· ~b·. ~deringand disc9ur-
agement. But all my 11 ,.is in God. Past sin~ and
failings ar.e satan'8 bait (and I am persuaded he is per­
mitted to charge me ~ith unkno"h faults>. these I
would lament, and fly to Jesus for pardon and cleansing;
but not be discouraged, since Jesus ever -lives my gl~·

rious advocate above. I know sin and satan would f~in

separate me from Christ Jesus, my Lord; but since be
"as promised 'sin shaH not, in its guilt, blemish or blot
the justificalion of bis people, which is complele in bim ;
80 I ought' not to let it separate from biB cODsol.tions.
by its discouraging inftuen~ on ~e. .

Rou~e up, 0 my soul, fly, cling to thy 'Redeemer,
who delights' in these who hope 'in his mer'c,_ J have
trusted, and shall never be ashamed. 1 have committed

.. my ~verlastiRgaU into his faithful hands. I daily rene"
my trust and confidence in him. I have given up my­
self, and my all to hiol. I am "at bis disposal, and count

. it all my bappiaess to be for him, and -no other. One
thing, a~d only oDe thing, as first and s~p..eme) have I
·desired; and that.do I diligently se~k after: to glorify
God, and enjoy him. -I am detel'mined fur nothing else.
and none else but God. Master, I-Iove tbee, and thy ser­
"ice, and will not consent \0 leate jt..1 have; n:newed my
solemn choice, and am endeavoring to put far from me
~ery iniquit.y, a.s· I hate every false way, and practise
ever! known duty. 1 trust J ~m now actually engaged
to lay aside every \ve.ight, and the sin& "hich most easily
beBet~e. Let .,be Lord do with me ."hat 8eemet~ good
to bim. Let bim give prosperity, or adversity, com­
fort or distress: J am determil)ed, by his grace, to fol..
low hard after him, to endeavor after an entire submis­
sion- ,0 ,ll his dispensationl, a cordial compliance with
eyery known duty, a firm and resolute resistance of every
SiDr~1desire; or temptation. Il is meet to be said to GGd, I
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J Qave borhe cl\astisenlent; I will offend no more., 0
nlay .his gra,\e be" sufficient, and his strength. made
perfect in roy -weakness ! If God aWord light, peac~

and joy, 1 shall go 011 my way r~joicing: but if fal"the~

trials &Rd conflict,s await me, let him lead and guide me•.
1 anl his, .a.nd at his disposal. Let me never repine, so
be do but glol"ify himself. in\tme. What though I be
brougbt by ways I kno\v not, and led in paths that I ·
Lave not known; y~t he hath prQ,mised to nlftke dark­
ness light, and crooked tqings &traight, and· not forsake.
A men, and 'amen. 0 G4d,· th)7. WOi·U is .-enough ; th)1'
promise is a sufficient security.

No'V. 25.. 0 my e,verlasting immutable refuge !.
\Vben wilt thou appear- rOl- my relief? I am under no­
ap·prebeu&i:un of "an eternal separation: but why hideste
thou thy comforting, qui.ckening. face, at this' time,
while devils-and inwal·d lusts vex 'and distract my sO'll ?
o how are niy strength and heart brGken whh theso
fiery conflicts! All.m·y· hope is in thee. 0 let me not
be asba~cd of my confidence ..- It has. been my long
boasted lriumph, that I ~ltvcr caine befol'e thy throne,.
and found thee loath to' hear; that I alway:s found thee.
a God ready at h:trnd, -in times. of need ;. and while I
was yet speaking, thou didst answel·. But w'by dost .
thou now seem to shut thine ey~s· and ears gt my
dIstress? Lord, thou knowest 1 hate these lusts and
co~·ruptiOns. 1 long for, nothing so much as entire
conforlnity to thee ; a· cordial and absolute 811bjection.
to thy sovereign will: and this. makes the conflict with
all that oppose. Lord, here I am. Fulfil the whole.

, good pleasure of thy gra8e in me, and the work of faitb,
with power. Complete wh&l thou hast'begun, ~d al't
about, howeyer distressing., -I am· lhi~e ; make Ole

what thou wilt have me .to· be. SJ!al·e not the rod, to.
spoil thy' c-bild. Thou best knowest what" is best for.
me. t'athcr, I submit. I ...et me not reluct. It is right
thou. shouldest take thine own way. I glory in thi~e'
adorable sovert:ignty. I would Dot, for a thousand
wot"lds, be left to Iny qwn cpoice.. I had ruined myself
ct~rnalIy, long before now, if left to myst:lf. 1 need.
hard things. I have an untowa--rd', proud, stubborn
l.eal'lt, tllat needs bit aDd br~dle, cu.rb and s~urJ and the
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la,h too. 0 shameful, hateful character of 4_~redeem'e<f
~oul·! Lord, never leave me, till thou hast reduced me
to a better temper ; and then preserve me in it, or I
ihall never keep it. I trust I have a principle.of real
grace; but I cannot keep it; I cannot exercise it of
myself. All my 8ufticiency is of thee. 0 omnipotent
Redeemer"m.aintain. thy cCN1q.uest. Thou hasL conquer­
ed me, sin and satan; though they would fain rend me
from thy aJmighty arms. nut in thee I ,trust.

Fe6. 1'162. Blessed be God that my salvation is not
in myselft. nor from myself: but in Christ Jelus is fuU .
redemption. Glory to God! all I want j,1 in the Son
of biB love: and' I have sufficient warrant to come
f.·eely, and take boldly, all 1 \vant for myself, and liye
to God all lowe to bim, out of this same· fountain.
Here I' have wisdom, righteousness and- sanl.tification ;
and here I have redemption; the full price to plead
with God. l'rue, I have sinned; but Chri~ has died.
Here is my advocate.' Look on my shield, the face of
thine anointed, and turD not away from me. () my soul,
sink 00t into thyself. Grovel not thus in thy own cor­
roptions ; but stretch thy thoughts to infinite fulness.
Here is enough ; aDd it· is offered to ~hee. Take it
freely. God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit, bids thee c,ome apd welcome. Here I h*,vc
{'Dough ; durable ricfies and righteousness:. enough for
time and eternity. Spend freely, my soul, thou bast
goods 'laid up for endless years. Feast for ever, the

- • e, Btores will never be exhausted. ~Fare sl1mptuously'
every day. Put freely on thy weddin-g garments. Free-'
ly eat, and_ freely drink. There are dainties enough in
my Fatber"s house. 0 my soul,. pinch not, pine not,
when there is bread enough, and to spare, and w.ines on
the lees, well refined. I-Iet'e is.infinite fulness, freely
offered. God has prepared it for thee; and thol1 shaJ t
&Gon be at the fountain head in glory. Let faith nOl"·
.fetch in large supplies, till thou dost arrive where faith
sha,ll lie torned into fruition.

June 6. Attended public worship three times this
day, and eat down at Christ's table: but vel"Y much
indisposed in body and mind. I am persuaded these
diaorcel"i are the. attendants of this dark state of things;
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:but .shaO fly as a fog~~fore the sun, wht;D God arises to
favor Zion. 1 live in the faith of this.

o God, wilt thou ~ervt! thy.rl! b.y mt! What am I
or what can I do ?,0 do thou serve thyself by me; and
then I do answer the g.reat end o~ my bem'l' 0 how
sweet is it now to me to think of God's serving himself
by me ! 1"'o'1his I DOW feel disposed to give up all my
comforts;· all my ·wishes or d~8ires; and all seem,
centred here. 0 if this wise,~good God will but serve
himself b)P. me,. it is the :wbole of my being: it i~ the·
highest dignity, the best employ, the dearest lot in Iifell
Being interestediu thy special favor, through l:h rist.
what more can I desire, but -that thou shouldest serve
thyselfby me. Here'J am, 0 Lord, a.nd have d.evotell
all I ain lo thee and thy 8ervic~. 0 glorious privilege !
o grant me this request, "in which I 8e~ such unspeak.
ahle deli~ht; ana in whicb e.'·ery desire and wish fteems
answered, and every good jrn.plied; as to please &nd
glorify .thee is perfect felicity ~o me.' .

8~/lt. 4. This night was enabled to.cry to Godf a.
the God of Zion, for help, under I)is awful withdraw­
ings; sensible that none but he (;ould help. 1 hope he
did excite de.sires, give strength, an~ show IDe my
unworthiness, who was but dust and ashe_, a worm of
t-he ear~ to speak unto the Majesty ~f .heaven. YetJ

under some sense'of his supporting influence, I 1\l"a8
emboldened to wrestle. I trust he gave me lome view
of the dependenee of all ·creatures and things on him,
rot' life, being and Illotion 0; that ... all things and c.rea. -~4

tures were crealed by him,- so they 'were continually
dep~ndent upon him. l~hat· the highest angel in -
heaven; yea, all the thousands, and ten thousand of
thousands, the innumer.able millions that surround the
throne of pod) both saints and angels, are dependent on
him: with all the stars of beaven, and foundations of
the earth: all the beut-s of the field, from behemoth; ,
to the meanest reptile that crawls: aU the fishes of the
SEa, from leviathan. to the least fish that inhabits ,the
watery wOfld: aJi the fuwls of heal'en, ro tbe least fly.
that traces the air: not only· the anilJi"ate, but the
inaaimate also, ftom the tallest cedar, and sturdy oak,
to the .e~t reed OJ Juab.) or .apit·e of grass that

. .
•
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grows; from the largest mountain, !o the smallest
atoin; al-e !upported b)t his influence. and energy•

. • Joined to these, I saw the whole race of mortals, that
ever were, ,or ever should be, supported, upheld and
governed by this Gatt, to whom I was now applying for
his gracious aids and spiritual inftuences on the hearts
of his people. How did my finit~ thoughts stretch to
-take in this numberless Dumber of creation'; and then
the unbounded Infinity, which su~tained, supported,
supplied and, goverlled them, out of lIis own infinite
self-suffieiency! And 0, from my (yet too low) con­
ception of this Being, and all these things, did J plead,
that his dttar saint'S lnight not be left 8S a barren heath,
destitute of his life.gi\iing influence. 0, in what e'X·
treme poverty' and want, did I.behold 'Zion, at this ~ay ;
and cried out for th~ L'ord,God of Eiijah, the God and
Father of our Lord Jt-sus, and the residue of-the Spirit;
that he would appear and own his own institutions, and
manifest the l>o\ver of his resurrection, on the ensuing
day of the Son or Man, I cried after a departing God.
. Alas, what an awful time is this! -Is not God gone

yp from among us? Is not that glory that onc~ fined
hi~ temple, sc~rce discernible, in its remotest part ?
Good God, -shall not thy people cry after thee, 0 help,
o help, L01~ God of our salvation! And \vhilc; thou art·
thm sustaining, influencing and enlightening the ·nat­
ural world, as its Creator and Preserver; 0 let not the
great Head of his churc'h suspend spiritual influences•

.. Shouldst thou withdraw thy sustaining influence, crea­
tion sinks into its pri Dlitive nothing., AntI 0 sho\lldst
thou, withdraw thy vital influence frGm thy church, and
children, it withers as.a sapless branch. 0 turn 'us to
thee, and ca~se thy face to shine ullon us, and we shall
be saved. .

: &/lt~ 5. Blessed be God, I,trust I llad gratious
access this morning, for his presence in his\house. -And

, 1 think I mayeal1 it a good day; my soul 'was engaged.
Ente.'tained from Luke xvii. 5. "Lord increase our

,faith," Sweet instrUfting and strengthening truths.
A word of reproof and comfort to me concerning ZiODt
that ~iot1's God reigns. 0 blessed ..be· God for this
Sabbath lAnd JaIn Willing it ahould be ·my last. I en-
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:-tf-eavored to he9r, attend and improve, as' my las·t. I .
ti'ust G~d was in this.place; and did not leave himself
-Without wjtness~~that he is the exciter and inditer, the
hearer and answerer of prayer. I vie,vec1 myself as

.-passing off the stage of' .time, into boundless eternity.
The things' of time and sense shrank into nothing; and
I· was serious, -and .solemnly w.illing to put from thi:l
mortal sbore.

.-0 that thou'wouldst water the seed this dey so\vn.· 0
do thou give the increase. -0 my God, I cannot let
thee gOt unle8~ thou wilt arise and blese Zion. I can ..
Bot see this evil ~n Zion,.and bold my pt:ace. I cannot
see this general and awful declension: I c.annot see
this abounding profaneness, and im morality; thid
amazing blindness, st~pidity and security, and be

-unconcerned. I cannot bear the com.plaints of thy dear
. children, -and feel·-the same -cause in' my'S'elf, and be
. silent. "0" thou God~of Zion, arise. 0 thou Almighty
Arm, awake. ·Dos' thou not see; and dost thou not

·regard? 0\ thou who art jealous for thy narneaod
'WorShip, dost· thou, not behold thy assemblies? How
heavy, dull, darkJand wandering thy o\vn children are!
lJ.~w stupid,·secureJ careless, and vain, sinners are ~ O!is not thy worship, which ·ought t-o be lively, spiritual

·and holy, degenerated, in most of thy churches, totnere
·~bodily .exercises·? I fear there is not one soul, at,. this

... daft .in aU .. tby churches, that' worships thee, as tho~

·wast -.worshipped ·in primitive times. 0 God, how is
.~ tbe 'gold become·dim"! 0, what· dead'ness) what blind-
~ness, has· overspread us ! , .

··OnceI was greatly engaged for Zion, on account ofout­
-"ward clrcums~ances; but I seem scarcely to think of that
rJlO'V, underliermost melancholy.spiritual dangers. I feat'
God is about to say, Let her that is filtby, be 'filthy still.

..0 for~at rest that remains to thy people. 'Osbow me
thy glory. If I may not 'See m~~e pt:' the~ here, take'
me to.}}eaven. My God" my Goll, thou knowest I lo~e

~hee above all things else. ,Let me not despise tbe
bounties of thy providence. But take me near to thy·­
-self. Dost .thou not know 1111 desire'is after the~1 -0
Goes not every wish -centre in thee 1 Dost ·tho~ not fill
all my thouchts 1 Is-not the whOle bent of my thouglUs,

13
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.. from my first waking, to my last, after thee? Do..l not ..
pursue thee alllhe -day~? 0 let nothing tum me aside.
till I find thee. 0 let neither riches, plea8ur~s, nor..
honors, nor all the best enjoyments of earth, stay my
_pursuit, or amuse my 89ul for a moment.

8~jJt. ~.' Thanks be to- God, though I am perfect
weakness, I have Omnipotence to r~st ODe l'hougb I
ain ignorant as a beast, and ha\'e no. knowledge, I have.
iniinite wisdom to apply to. And this God has said,
u rro those' who have no might, he increaseth strength.'­
And he hath said, " I will instruc~ and ~ach thee in-the •
way thou shalt go. I will guide thee by mine eye.­
Commit thy way unto the Lord, and be sh~ll direct thy.
path." Amen alld amen 1 Fulfil thy word unto \by
handolaid; the word on which thou: hast cau,sed m.e to
rest. .

Blessed pe God for heart's ease, by pr'ayer ; and
heart strength, by emptying itself into infinite fulness.
o happy moment, when this finite· vapor s.hall ascend
to infinite fulness, and be- fed and nouriibed by substan­
tial realities! And this bubble swim in the infinite·
()c'ean: this drop of the b\Jcket be most sensibly encir­
cled in the e~.erlastingfountain; and this· single p,artic)e
pf the dust of the balanc.e, be a pin~r in the temple of
my God! 0 when, my God, shall darkness and,distance
vanish? 0 when shall my heaven ,cQmmence j wbeQ
my God sh~1l be all in all; th:e perfection qf being and
excellency; my everlasting, CODlummate bli!ts J I
rt:~eived my being from thee, and shall neV.et be. h,ppr
but in thee. I enjoy myse~f. only in ra\Cbiog and
stretching into thy ful~ess. ' "

o glory to thy name, for this moat ,wise, most jUItt,.
Jnost graeious way of salvati~ by Jesus Christ; and
san<;tific.ation by the blessed Spirit: this union- with
God ~an.d this transfo)'m,ation into thy image. 0 what
shall hinder my everlasting cOJJ:lmunion with thee, since
1 am brought nigh by the blood of thy Son, and in sotnc
DleaSUf.e conformed to thee. by thy blessed Spirit? I
have ~ominitted ~IY everlasting all to Jesus <;hrist :
have come in on the ter,ms of the gospel : flew for
re~uge to the. hope set before me. And I esteem all thy
precepts, concerning all things, to be right; aDd bate
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..every .false· way : ~,nd neither wish' nor seek any good,.
in earth or heav~n, but the fullest enjoyDlent of God ;
and all that is implied in this;

.Sept. 8. Blessed be ~od for that gracious 9ccess he
allows me ; though; f01" the most part, when I begill

-pt-aye.., I know not what to say, or ask, as though I had
no words or desires. But, glory to the blessed Spirit,
who ordin»rily helps my infirmity, and engages my

-heart. Thh, night it cameto my turn to pray with his
dear handmaids. But 0 I knew not what to sa')' ; and
a pain in my head seemed to unftt me. But I dared

"not refuae; though I expected great straitness. I beg-
~.'gedasBistance; yet'l feared the· desire might rise from
'pride: and, ·ther~fore; I hope, 'submitted to God. Blit
o how gracious W-as God to me : ,vhat kind access !­

-What desires did be put in my heart, ~ndargunlent8

in my mouth! I seenled to find a childlike fi'cedom
'BRd confidence. My requests were chiefly for Zion;
. the glory of God; the interest of Christ; the salvation
of souls ; and the' strength and refreshment of saints.
Sure"Iy the blessed God put strength in me, that I might
)\lead 1Vilb him. 0 metbinks God ,!"as in this place ; .~

and' I trust others could say so too. G lory to .God.· ..~
..tt;ept. 26. 1"hanks be to God fOI" tbeassistances.r

tbis day. Though satan was busy, yet my God has
helped. 0 for the prosperity of Zion; .for the salva­
tion of poor sinners; tbough'while- I pray, they curse

'and swear! 0 how atfecting is it to my soul! While I
. am in secret, earnestly wrestling with God, for their
~salvatioD,my ears are filled with the profaneness of the
street. 0 how does iniquity run down our streets, like

·an over11owing flood! And even while I am saying, l)
.Lord, have &ercy on siqners, and glorify thyself in their
salvation, my ears are filled, my heart is grieved, my
soul is vexed, and my flesh tremtlles, "rith their horrid
imprecations. And while thy soul is in an agony for

, the.ir 'salvatlon, I hear them ;imprecating their own
destruction. And, while 11ly soul is-bowing down, with

\ 8~lemn and awful reverence, before the MajeQty of .

~ .. Some account ofth18 society of women : and o"fhe11->raYlng
.'with them, ~~ g~1V.n, pa.::Je 7. '

•
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heaven, soiemnized with his dread; how, 0 how slmct6-­
jog is it, to hear a company of rebels taking his iacre~

. '"enerable, precious name, profanely on their unhallowed­
lips!. Perhaps I seldom retire for prayer, at least in tbe­
evening, but I hear the sacred nam~ ofJehovah profaned
a hundred. times, \vhile I am engaged. Woe is me,

~ lbat 1 sojourn in Mesech, and dwell iD the tents of
~edar, and ·my place of ~etire.mentunavoidably so near
a profane, unrestrained street of p~o'ple. 0 the patieoc.c-'
ef a God! And 0 the enmity of the carnal mlnd :
Surely'God's throne will be for ever just, if after so
long forbearance, he turn the wicked into an eternal­
hell. Just, for ·ever just shall b~ thy executed vengeance­
~n stupid, secure sinners; rational, immortal, yet God.
'provokingt God despising, heaven d"ring, damnation ~

requesting tran8gr~S&Ors. I tremble ; yet adore thc­
justice of their sentence !

Nov. 9. God was better to-me, yesterday, than my·
fears. My chief pe\itions at the throne of grace, for'
D\yseJf, are' lor submission to hjs will; for thankfulness j ..

a·nd a fixed trust in him.. I humbly ask every needful.
lIlupply from hitn; but that he would give file' resign.-·
uon to his will j and let the I~ord do with me, as··
seemeth him good. I can look on the poorest, ~ea,"est"
circumstances in life, with a humble subjection to God,
and acquiescence in his will, infinitely preforable too all
the q,ftluence, poptp .and grandeur of this world,witb &.

temper in contrariety to God, and his _overeign will.
. 0 blessed. Jesus, when the poor 'diseased people fol­

lowed thee, crying after thee, when thou wast QI1 earth
in the flesh, even whe.D thy disciples forbad. them, didst
thou call for them, and heal them. Ilow many months
have I been crying aft~r thee, ~ay an(l night, that thou

.' ,,:ouldst heal this unresigned win ~ And 0 wilt thou DQt·

hear and heal mel I trust thou wilt, since thou dost
enable me to .follow thee with persevering importunit,.,
notwithstandi~g thy. seeming denials ~d delays, and.
the cru~l discouragements cast in tny way by satan and
unbeliet. I hope I have felt my 's~ul cling mOl~e sensi­
bly to. God, as my covenant God, on s<?mt threatening
aspects. 0 well, if this may be the dear effect, aU shall be
well, infinitely well, that ends in a closer union with God.
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o my God, thou"hast heard Dle ; thou hast nqt cast
me· away in anger. 1"hou hast heard, thou hast o,vned
mc. 'fhou hast not despised my a(lliction. Thou wilt
assuredly do well by me. rrhou wilt' serve thyselfof me,
and glorify thyself in me. Mercy and ta'uth' shall yet
spring up. God will yet appear to my joy and tl~itunph.

God will arise.. I shall yet see his salvation. Surely
God will fulfil his word and grace to me. Surely he
does not hide himself, 115 to his comfortable presence,
and gracious approbation, and in his providen.ce, f!'onl
me ; and yet keep me ~eeking hitn, ,vith perhaps the.
greatest diligence and engage4ness of any time in my
life, for nought and in v~in. Surely·, did not the Spirit
of God s~(rt:tly hold me '\\·restling,.. I could nevep thus
rollo,v hi.m, ,,'hen sensi~Je c{)lnfort ,,·as so suspended,
and -under so many and l;feat discouragements. On·-·
God will I rest. - He i5 ro,y ro€k..

Reh. 7, 176.3. 0 what torment is. this insensibility!
'Vherefore is it? Is there any thing that I hold dearer
than-this God, that causes him· to hide himself from rot.?~

I s there a wretched, base lust in nlY soul, preferred .
before this gJo11ous, lovely best of beings? 0 tear it
out 1 Lord, if ·1 - p.erish fo~ ever;· yet let me .justify, .
adore and love tbee,above every thibg else. But perish, '
peri8R did I say! - What .!- banislnllent from God .! .That
I cannot bear. I am undone, I ·am ruined, i£ separated
fl'om God\ lcannot, I cannot! \Vhat t torn from my
centre; rent from my. life.! 0 heU of ,helJs, beyond all
conceptioR ! .lArd,. Lord! what· should' I do! \¥hat!
immortal, and separate from God! -\'Vhat! and after a
displQf of such love, and .such satisfY'ing enjoyment of
a. Being, who is his own infinite happiness! 0 what!
without God! .the thought bas too many hells in it" for
me 1.0 b_ear-'. I c.annot, my God, I cannot bear it. S-ep­
arate me not- from thee. 0, rather let rile'sink into my
primiti:ve- nothing, -than·have a bein"g, ~withotsl1ch a God
as thou-art, for my- portion and everlasting felicity.

But I cannot be content to b&assured of enjoying tbee
hereafter, aDd yet live without thee here. NQ: ~ am
c-omfortless, .helpless and dejected, yea wretcbed and:·
miserable, in'the enjoyment of every thiugelse, under a,
sense of abseDce fronl thee, even in this life: and am·

. 13--'
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read, to say, Leave nle only my bein~ and my God,
and I am ... content. rfhou knowest I,have triumphed
in thee, in the sense of absence from every thing else.

And 0 now·, if there be an'y secrc:t rival in my .hea:t,
tear it out. If I love any thing more than thee, I am
unworthy of ,thee, whether parents, sisters, friends,
houses, land, riches, hpnors or pleasures; yea, food or
J"aimeni, or life. Search out the Agag, and let it be
hewed to pieces, before the Lord. 0 let thy Spirj~

.cnter. the most secret recesses of my soul, and divide
between the joints and marrow. 0 help me, help me !
For ,vith.out thee I can do nothing. Help me to aCCODl­

complish a diligent search, and to find out the- secret
abomination of my heart. 0 help me to dig into the
wall, and to find out the hidden abominations, which thy
soul hateth; and which cause thee tQ hide thy face.
I.Jet there be nothing in ~y soul, l'oved or bid, that is
otrensive to theei () thou best of Being~, who "only art
"'\vorthy to ~e loved and served and enjoyed. 0 purely
purge away my dross and my tin, ano; reveal thyself,
and th11ove, so as to enkindle mine.

And 0 ca'use me to remember this solemn s~ason.

If thou shouldst call for every thing"I e:njoy in life, let
• Dle still remeMber, it is not my being, nor my God;

nnd therefore cannot make me miserable. 0 let me
remember how mean. ho'v nothing, all things, besides
these, no\v appear. 0 secure -but tl~yself to me, thou·
all-sufficient good, and I must be happy.· 0 what
motes; what atotris, what dust and vanity, are all things
else! They are po pO,rtioD for my immortal spirit. I
cannot live upon them. One thing, and only one, is
absolutely n.eedful £Or me. A'nd that is, God 'for my
portion. Nothing less can suffice nlY immor.tal, capa­
cious spjri't. 0 for a fuller assurance! 0 for a nearer
access! O· for a closer union! More intimate com-

,mllnion : - some sure earne~t, or speedy full possession !
o why this darkness, thig distance, "this unsufl"erable
absence and ignorance! 0 thou, \vho only knowest
thine ~,vn infinite worth and excellency, and my abso­
lute poverty and necessity', re"eal thyself to me, in and
~hrough Jesu!t ~hrj.st. .0 hold ~.me ~ no 'longer at this
Insupportable distance, in this sordid, .stupid insensibility!

. I
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'P~'lay 1:;. Blessed be God, there is help la·id on one
Tvho is mighty to sa¥e. I cannnt be so low, bttt Ch.'ist
is able to -raise me. I cannot be so weak, ~ut he is able

. to ~trengthen ; nor so polluted, but he is able to cleanse;
nor so needy, but that he is able to 9upply all my needs.
-0 most glorious, almighty Redeemer, as ever thou didst
und~ttlke the cure of any soul, undertake for me. I

, have.this day heard, that thou art made of God, wisdom,
.righteousness, sanctification and redemption, to thy peo-
pIe: and thus, 0 thus, I need thee. And 0, for evel­
·blessed be thy name for the hopes I have in thee. 0
rnakeme love and prize thee more. 0 let me enjoy
thee, and my soul says, it is enough! Look into my

.heart, and see the secret groanings of my soul after God;
and hear the passionate sighs and cries, after ~onfor'mity
to, and communion with, the great first cause and last
end ofall things; the great source and fountain-head of
all perfection ; the uncreated, surpassing excellency ;
essential rectitude; only complete, infinit~ly complete

. original of all possible existence and felicity. 0 does
not my ~oul rea,ch, and _stretch, and long after' 'perfe~t
conformIty to thee, thou great first and best of beings;
thou sweet and only centre of my immortal, rationAl,
aBel (I hope) gracious nature; thou only and l~tmost

wish of my soul. 0 attemper me to thyself i fix lne on
thyself; satisfy me in thyself; supply me from thyself:
and may all I am and have, or can do, be for the~, and
thee aloRe; and all my good laid up in thee.

Sept. 0, in \vhat a depraved state is fallen man! And
what a wretched heart have I ! Good God~ \vhat a lep­
rous soul is this! Ho\v -polluted, h~w de~led ! What a
running sore, that pollutes all I touch ! I stain and spoil
every thing, I have any COllcel~n with, Sin, this worit
of leprosy, defiles and ruins holy o"dinapces anl1 duties.
It deprives God's word and ordinances of tbeir efticac)'.
Yea, it tums precious truths, an!' wholesome food, into
poison, through some secret prejudice, or indulged ini..
(luity, some root of bitterness. It takes. offense at the
malter, or manner, or instrument, or season ; or occa­
sions carelessness and inattention : it weakens' faith: - it
disturbs or d~troys love:' it corrupti zeal: it abates
fe fvor: it.poilo~spatience and lPeekness: st.abs IJumd-,

t
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it)': it murder~ boly resolutio'{l5: many~·nry:mapy or .
them, die under· its hands. It strangles -blYotherJy love,
and makes· an insurrection in tne moral ~world. I t ~om­
mitl outrage, in (iod's rigbtful deminiolts. And as ,it
wealens eve.ry gr-ace, 80 it pollutes, every duty, \vhereia
some or every. grace'is to-be-.exelYcised. 0 how does it
pollute prayer; that sacred'thh~g,which we never t')ucb,
but we defile, and leave. the. print of our loathsome. cor-

- fuption arid pollution u.pon il !' It turns metc,ies into a .
curse; and prevents th'e right ·use and end ofaffiictions•.
Thus, does sin,s1)()ilatl· it· comes near: to.. And thus de
we, as, sinner~;~ pollute a.ll 'we have any thing to.with,
whether ordinances or providences,.

And thus, Q-my sou), a"t thou polJuting holy- things,
from day to<lay. Lord,-l blush, I am ashamed :,vha~

shall I do ?, I -dare not omit duty; yet ll~ay· a s~cre4

blushing cover me( whenevet· I ,attempt a duty; know.,..­
ing .that I, shall now.leav~ the print of. my poll~tion 011

this holy thing. And 0, hence h:t Ghrist be~more thaD:'
ever precious to my soul.' .

Surely I ~eed just.such·a SaviQr' as- the' L.ord Jesus·
Christ; and with none less could,l ever be saved. Not
all the wisdom, power and grace of ·aU the angels auove,
or saints below, if joined in one, could save me. Noll\-­
ing less than infinite wisdom, power 'and. glyace could
.save me. And SUre I.am,I· .shall yet· perish, if sove~

.reign, rich and free grace, through a Redeemer, .do not,
prevent. So great, so strong is -the pow·er of my pollu­
tion, notwith~tandin-g the implantation oft- God's grace
in my heart, I should make' shipwre.ck of faith, and a
good conscienc~, if left to myself. 0 metbinks it ~s a
wonder, a miracle of g.race, that from such a heart as
mine I have not run into aH excess of. wretchednes~.. 0
it is owi':lg to infinite. power, and preventing grace,- that
I have not actted as bad as ever ODe did..

Decemher 18. At night. 1~hallks'be to G~d, for
JSQme acces~ this evening. I hope ~ did pungel" ,and
toirst after righteousness ; and ,vas enabled to app},y to
the great Redeemer TOI'" gra~e, sufficient for me ;- f'\f
wisdom a!1d prudence'; {Ol'" meekness and pal-ienc~1

for a hearty, cheerful acquiescence in the will of. God ,;
fbr hear~y love and g;ood wi~J; f~r stl"eng~p .•iq~t



LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY:, 1$3·;

eve·ry temptation' ; and to the pUl"~5es'before' mention­
ed. That God and the Redeemer'miKht be abundantly
glorified in and by me, by- the indwelling .aRd .abundant

,communioations..()f the Iloly Spirit. I ,hop~ I was'ena-
bled to apply to.th£ Fountain, through Jesus, for a· full .,
supply for life; and, in particular, for the· week ensuing, .
sensible of tn, own absolute poverty aDd netessity.

o my gre~t Redeemer, bow' many- anc1 great are m,._
wants ! Lord, I am ruined, if thou dost not· appear to
supply them. 1"bere are so many great 'aad constant
demands --on me for every grace-, al'ising. from present'
circumstances, temptationssrcorru~tiona,duties, difficuJ-'
ties and reIations,- that I seem· to have lun all out, and,
like a broken ·m-erchant; to have been making sham,·
sorl'y, mean and;beggarly: s1:li~ts, to keel> up my credit.
But I can shift·no longer.. A new supply I must. have,
or my credit is -gone. And thine hQnoJ: is concerned: .
] ran not alQne. {<ford, I .. have boasted a. fountain" at·
hand ; a suffitjent sup.ply to answer all demands. I·
h~ve said, My. God shaH· SQpp.ly~ all .m·y. needs. But my­
demands· are very· many: ; :and, the. tempter see!} my
weakness and poverty,. and grows ,insolent, and th~eatena

ruin. Lo.J·d., art thou not surety for thy handmaid? I
trust lbouart ; aDd I shall not be cast iDto tbe prif)OD or:
hell. .

l)ut I.have· demands U'pOll me,.as thy ·s,rvant· Lord;.:
and my ex·penses are very great. 'fbou 'Woulds' have
me live up to ·my station and dignity ; and this is vastly
expensive to grace, in this- evil world;· Thou must:
maintain. thy" se.rvants out of. thy. own· inexhaustible
treasury,~ LoPd, I.: have nothing to· live upon of my
ow~,.;. and, turn,whic:h way I will, there is a denland.
upon me for wisdom, for p.atience, for meekness, for
faith, fOl' love, for humiHty"or £0'· some gntee or other.
o my glorio\t8 Head, I pray thee communicate a sup­
ply;. What shall I do if thou dost not? Duties and
temptationaboth.have such demands, as-nothing of my
own will answer•.- 0 ~y blessed l\'la&ter,. bO\lntifully
supply my wants, and I will be for thee, and no other,
all the days of my life. And, speeuily, Lord; for thgu '
knowest the demands or every duty and temptation are.
positive and pressing, and must be answered from the.e.-~

.... ..



154 . LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY:

Fell. 5, 1:-64. Broken off last night from })rayer, by
a very siGk turn: had an ill night. A confused stupid
morning. Could do nothing in any exercise of religion;
and the weather forbade my going out. But could bear
it ~o longer, thus to waste holy time.' The weather
permitting, I went out this afternoon, and sat before the
Lord, as his people sit. But, alas ! I was as a beast
pefore him. I ·was ready to say, \Vhy are such pearls
cast before such a swinish temper as' mine? "Where­
fore is there a price put into the hand of a fool, seeing
he has n'o heart for it ?'~

0, to. believe I have powers and "faculties, capable of
the highest and most noble contem·plations and enjoy­
ments 'f and to believe the,.e is a most glarious Being,
infinitely more than adequate to the utmost desires and
wishes of my powers and faculties; a Being, to whom
I am under every possible bond and obligation, to
contemplate, love, serve and adore; and a Being, in
the lo\'e and service of whom, is my highest and only
interest and felicity: and yet, to be thus, insensible
and inactive, is most extreme pain! 0 God, what is
hell, but a privation of light and communication from
thee the fountain of all being and blessedness! 0, to be
called upon to behold the Lamb of God, who tftkes away
t.~e s~n of the world, and b~lieve my whole salvation to
be fhere; and to have no sensible conceptions, nor ap­
prehensions thereof, sUI'ely is more than brutal. "The
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas~rs crib." :

B~t 0, gl~ry to God! I have found him accessible
this night, in secret prayer. I found him able to en­
large the most narrow, contracted soul. · Nothing but
-almighty power could effect so great, 80 mighty a work.

. Now let my lig'ht break outof t;>bscurity, and my dark­
ness be like the noon day. 0 what are all the enjoy­
ments of this empty world, to one moment's comtnunion
with this first and best of beings; the sodree, fountain
and ceQ'tre of all perfection; the original and only felic­
ity of a t'ational mind; the only durable and lasting
good of an' imlDortal soul; the life of my soul, and
length of my days; the lluthol' of my bein~, and strength
of my heart; the only suitable portion' of my soul for
e'.'l::-! 1 shal~ out!ive all these sublunary, eart.h'r d~-
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lights: aDd' what but this· best ef beings shall then be a
suit..able, permaneli~ happiness for-my immol-tal spirit ?

March 27. Blessed be God for !fome rational con­
c~ption, and spiritual conviction, that religion is a most
reasonable. service; conformity to God, the- sum and #

substance of all religion; tbe beauty, harmony and im­
p,ortance of J>eing intentio~an1 and design'edly devoted
to ,God, as the chief and proper good, and 'his glory, as
the best and last end ; the comfort and happiness of en­
joying the same ,mind that Was in Christ, whose meat.
and drink was to do the will of God; the u~speakable

pleasure and· privilege of always doing the thingg that
please God: ardent. desires after this, as the on]y suita-'
hIe, substantial and necessaiY good•

. M~t greilt and glorious God:, wean me from every
thing beside and below thy ever blessed self~ Thou only
Fountain or complete happiness, direct ,all my \vays j.

guide all my d'esires; sanctify, regulate and enliven all
-roy, pow,ers; and may they all act for God.' Cure me
more and more of every selfish, sinister, carnal, anti
worldly disposition. 0 purify and purge all my int.en~

tjonalaims and designs, 'and use me for thyself. I am,
thy own: made by and for thee; redeemed, .upheld,
and preserved, for and to the same, end, and volllntarily
devoted. Fain WQuid I be fixed in my posta I no't only
esteem my ,ervice thy due, and thy,salvation my hap­
piness; but I esteem thy service my happiness, my
priviJege, my pleasure and greatest honor.

o my God, I beseech the~, by thy all gracious
character; by all t~y endearing compassion j ily ~11 thy
unbounded goodness; and by all thy infinite condescen-,
Man .to m,an; by all thy grace to me; by /alf the love of
redemption; by all thy covenant faithfulness~ shew!) to
thy unworthy worm; that thou'\filt conform me more·
~nd ,more to thyself; that I may c'ome as neal" Jo my
gloriou's Redeemer, and great pattern, as is cQ11sistent
with this state of imperfection. . 0 when shall every'
moment be filled with duty; a.nd ~ver'y duty with purityJ'

spiritlJaJity, love, zeal and devo~ion! Why, seeing 1 am­
the daughter Q£ a king, should 1 be It:an from day to day?
'Vhy' ~ould I appear as one of dishonorable birth and
parcnt,g.e? 1:"rue,·lt.'Y original was mean a,~~:b~se•• My



LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY~

·1'latu~e SiD,_ - My rath~·r· ltn Amorita, and my mother B
Hittite, an accursed-stock! But by thy adoption, I am
become honotablc'·in thy ~ight·; and thou hast ,said of
IDe, " l"be·king~s daughter is :aU gloriaus within ; bet'
-clothing is of wrought gold.n 0 make-me tb~n to- shine
iQ.atl thy beal1ty,·tDy~Lord·and my God!

April 29. Glory lo~God,in tbe highest, tilat there is
peace.. on earth, and good will-to man! ~llglory to the
Redeemer, that he is taking' to himself his great power,
and triumphing gloriously, in some ,parts of our Jand.
o our Im-m.inuel, come, and Blake thine abode-with us­
rfen thousand praises to -Jesus,: the King of lthe Jews,
that anyone of them is bowed to: thy sceptre.. 0 glori.
'o~s Conqueror, go on to cenquar, ltill with Israel, the
Julnes$ of tl1e Ge~tiles is brought ·in. _0 ~y dear om­
.nipotent Redeemer, ho,v -shaH thy infinite 'strength be
magnified, if Jewish prejudices, obstinacy, biindt.less and
infidelity be broken-do:wn, ,before ..thee! 0, at this my
hope takes wing,.and·mounts'on'·bigh,"borne. aloft by

.a thousand precious .promises of .. the latter day glofy:,
and the great CODq\1eror~s;triumph! (''ome, Lord Jesus,
come" quickly, and :fulfil -the glorious -things that arc
,spoken concerning; the.city of· our G-od. 0 come, and
show tily almighty.power in subduing Je-wish prejudices
against thee, which have· been cE)ntracting and strength­
ening,-Cor more than-seyente_en·huBdred years~ 0 DO'"
make bare thine arm, and reveal thy power, thou art
already come Messiah,: and let -them no longer)ook
for another.

Oct. 2'1. 0 my soul, aro\1se, -shakeolf"thy sloth. He
quickened thee, who 'was dead in tre-spasses aDd sins.
Was this thy awful, -wretched ·state! And am I now
made alive? -0 let ;Rle live'ta bim, -and him alone, who
"gave me -life. I ·see a life of religion; a life of eBtire

. ,devotedness and ..conformity to Gl)d,:tbat belt ofbeings,
the first cause and·last end, the most rational thing iR
nature. I.see 'SiD, w:hich ··is a transgreuion of; or waDt
Qf cOBformity to, -the law of :God, tbar..tranecript of the

- ··divine natul:e, ana everlasting rule of righteousneu, the
.most irrational, ebsurd ~thing in the world.

o fot a deep abasementt suitable to the ~gnUy aDd
AlQQdeur of" tIJ:at m~jestftl·attempt to boW' be£omc.! -0
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ft:ir a divine rectitude, trust and confi<lence, p'urity, in·
tegrity, uprightness, and engaKedness of spirit,propor·.
tionable to the perfections of him, whom J worship! 0
for ardent, vehe'ment love, like his,whom I udnlire and
adore, which overflows all its banks! When, 0 \vhen.
shall I-be a true worshipper! U'ue to the interest, [,bar­
aeter and' dignity of m·y Lord; true to my own interest,
character and state; so suitably, spiritually and truly
impressed with both, that I may set God in his place,
and lie in mine,' befol-e bim. 0 how far short I have
'eyer come of being a complete1r true worshipper!
Lord, it is only thou who -calist. make me 80. Help, 0
Lord, help! To thee I fly.

April 26, 1766. I.am more and more confirtped in .
'this most certain, truth, That an 'Unholy creature, is llfCe8­

nrily an.unhappy creature. God be merciful tel me a
sinner. A sinner found among apostates. A rebel by
BatU1"e. "All my original" is shame, and all my nature
sin." Cobtinually goin.g counter to God's holy Jaw and
nature. 0 my great, my absolute need af the great,
'the almighty Redoeme'r, to sanctify me by bis Spirit

, and grace, as well as justify me, by his atonetnent and
merits. Here is all my hope and refuge; thi9 -sure
.£0undation, laid in Zion. .

"Glory to God for that most swe'et and graciou~'sea"
son, 1 last night enjoyed. I bowed b~ftJire.the Lord with
fear and trembling. I felt myself to ~e ~ polluted,
guilty sinner. Tb~ terror ·of st1~pected thunder .took
.hold of.me.; ·wbile, 1 .tl'ust, a childlike .desire and long..
.ing for his.dear, .delightful favor"engaged me. 0 hoW'
.did I long for his manifested love to my soul ! I cried,
my Father, my Father, the makeT ormy f.-arne, and the"
Father 40£ my spirit, do' not, 0 do not forsake me ! 0
lbanish me not ftom thy favor!

u 1 cannot live without {by light,
" Cast out and banish'd fro~ thy sight."

~O how cDuld I bear to be'separated, and" under the
{l'owns· of God -! Whose beart could endure, or hands
be strOllgt in that day ~ 'Surely mine could not.

And 0 how intensely, ardently and vehemently, did I
long and wrestle for..w,nfQrmity .to this amiable and best

14 '
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of being!i! And bow sensible of my great want or- holi';
ness! God he merciful to me a 8inner! was my llrayer •
and my lout was in the prayer. -God be mer~iful to me
a sinner,' contained, "'at once, my misery, and my help..
'fhat I' was a sinner, I felt, "to my inmost soul. And

that was my unspeakable. misery; _and' therefore my
absol,ute need of mercy, even the mercy of God, which
is infinite, par~oning, and sanctifying ~ercy. And,
indeed the sense of my misery, as a polluted, unholy
sinner, got the 8scendency; and so my desires a£ter
holiness engaged my whole soul, and swallowed up
my fears of thunde.·, or dread of other evils. Su~ely the
Spirit of God did excite these desires in my .soul. An4
I laid me down and slept; for the Lord sustained me,
Bnd Iheldme sleeping, while it thundea-ed, lightened, a~d
rained; and I heard it Dot. 0 ho\v graoious is God
to me ! .

Oct. 'Voe is' me, that I am a sinner, th~ chief of SiD4

ners ! 0 the amazing power of iniquity in this wretched
heart, 'that is too mighty forever,. thing, but Omni-pd-­
teney! It is ben in kind; .and will be hell in degree, if
almighty, sovereig~ grace do not prevent. Lord God
Almighty, is any thing too hard for thee i -This sin in
ID)r nature is too hard for every power, but thine. All
the_ angels in b.eave~, and men on eartll, united with met
cannot tOUGh it. It is like leviathat:t, without lear. It
is tht same that makes devils: and it is o( thy mercy,
that it has not completed me a raging, roaring devil. I

Hadst thon assigned my rank a.mong their order, I need
110 more tl1an these lusts, this unsanctified, polluted, de­
praved nature, unrestrai~ed, to complete the character.
And if ever I, escape their punishment, it-wiJl be solely
of the pure mercy of God, through a Redeemer·; and
not frorp any natural 'worth in me : yea, and BfJVef'eign
mercy, of him who will have mercy on whom he will
llave mercy. 0 m'Y God, appear for nle ! .

May 21, 1169. It is long since -I wrote a11Y thing. •
l)isorders of body, dejection of 61li rits, a'·e'rsion from
my pen, and telnptatioo, from within and without, are
DIy exercises. But why, my soul, sunk down 80 low f
It is up8n ihe .jmnlut~billty of God's covenant I have
ratted.. Atld here alone 1 Ulust rest. And hel'c, through
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~race, t will rest, when satan and unbelief biQ me die.
It is unchangeable; it is everlasting. 'rhis has been
my strength, and my confidence. And here again I
rest. What this has and does give me~ I shall Sll rely

, have; and Rlore I have no, wal"rant to expect. It is
well ordered in all things, and lure. It contains aU my
salvation: let it be all my desire, 'and aU my delight.
Here,-as on an eternal basis, nlY soul has rested. It
has life, and death, and eternity In itl Come, L01'd
iesus,tcome quickly. -Fit me and take me.

:June 25. Soon after I \vrote last, DIy bodily disor­
ders increased,; so as to-lay#me by : but a sweet calm,
re.@ting on covenant fulnes8 and, faithfulness, abode ,vith
~uu:. so as to render it rather a deal' refuge and releast',
a reco;cry of spiritual strepgth', than, a S1Jlatting rod•

....fhe word pr'eac.hed by ~lr. Hart, and Mr. Austin, h~s
also concurred to strengthen faith.

Bodily disorders abated; but for a few d'aya past have
~eturned, ,,"ith inward exercises-. But, blessed be God,
enabled this afternoon to visit his sanetu'ary, and hear of
his great salvation. 0 my base, my sordid, stupid ~n­

sensibility of this great salvation! Yet, surely, surely I
have an interest therein. It ha& been all my desire, all
my delight, and all my joy" It has been, it is, and shall

, be all my pursuit. My God,. my all, I am ,fixed, I anl
determined in the choice of this salvation; and thou
bast sealed it to my soul; hast. given me the stron'gest
arid full~st assurance of i'. My whole heart and soul
have been wrapped up in it. All lny powers have em'7
braced it, and joyfully submitted to it, and acquiesced
in ,it, as most worthy of God ; safe and happifying to
man. ~nd God, the ullchan~eable~ eve~lasting Go~,

bas graClously cendescended t~ as,ure me r.epeatedly,
beyond the power of a doubt or fear, that he would per­
form in and upon me all that it contains.

And now, 0 now, and henceforward, while, I live, let
me glorify this God, by a steady confident relia~e 011

his goodness and grace. Is the Lord a man, that he
should lie; or the son of maD, that he should repent?
Hath he no,( said? And 'will he not perform it? Why
has be condescended to give thee such repeated, strong
assurance; but that thou shouldst glorify h~m, 5y a
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steady reliance on him? Grant me this grace, also, E)
nlY God. ·It is a covenant blessing.. It is a part of that
c~reat 8alvatio1't: a deli~era~ce from the power, of unbe­
lief. t'aith is thy gift.

N.1J. rrIIE Extracts from 'Miss Anthony's Diary•.
contained in ttl'~ preceding long section, are b.ut a smaH
par~ of' her writings, the whole of which take up above
a thousand pages, . ~ ,

1'he editor has endeavored to select what isinstruc-·
tive and edifying. Much more might have been

..trari.scribed, which, perhaps, would be &8 entertaining­
aOnd beneficial to serious christians, as that which is her~
copied, and presented to them. But this could not be.
Gone, without rendering the P!lblication voluminous.

. .-__-~:t-._---
Extract8 from Borne ofthe Letter,~. fJJlaich 8he JUJTole to her

. Friend••

Extract of a lette'r~ which she wrote, wheninthe country ro~ her
health, to her intimate female friend, in ~,ewport. '

.;

" Stonington, .August 26, 1769.
" )1Y'DEAR., DEAR FRIEN-D,

" I· REJOICE,that you and others have again seen
the g9ings and glory of Goo, in his house; the sweetest
and 0108t desirable ~ight on earth. If I k.now my
heat"t, there is nothing, thift side heaven, I should esteem
equal to it. 0 iny fl'iend, to behold the" divinCl glory,
feel its influence on our sOllls~ see its effects on oursel,·es

. aJ'd 'others, transforming into the divine image, gives a
pleaaure that i~finitely outwei-ghs all that earth can
boast, or finite beings enjoy, beside~ When'shall the
great Jehovah sho,v him~eJf to be the 'dear IlnmanueI,
,by tAc mQst po\verfuJ communication of his Spj~jt and
grac.e, with his \vord and ol"dinan.c~s ! rfhis shopld put
jO}OS into OUf poor hearts, more than all the elljoy'lllents
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()f earth. T-his ihould soon cause us to take do~'n our
harps f,·oln the cH'ooping willows, -and tune them to the.
highest pt·aise. l'his, I am perslladed, would make this
inhospitable wilde'rness, this \vild desert, blossonJ, and
a,ppear as the garden of Eden. Even this presen~e of
our God would \nakea.. paradise : and to Iiv·e, \vhich now

• appears only a living" death, would be Christ. " Yea,
nlcthink& the prospect of this would reconcile me to
life, and make all its burdens easy and. s\veet. ~Vhat ..
could be too grie.vous to bear, or too dear tQ part with,
to see our (.iod thus glorified, the dear Redeetner's
kingdom come with-power, perishing sinners pluGked '
as brands out of the burning, and the ransomed of the
Lord 'l"eturhiug to 'Zion with songs and evel-Iasting joy.

" \Vell, blessed be God, every plomiae and .purpose,
concerninK Zion, and our ~ion in partic.ular, shan have

- it 5 f~ll ~cc0!lrplish~e~t : for we. have to do \\'it~"a God,- .
who 15 Innnllely wise In lllU'PQ810g, wonderful 10 coun­
sel, and e~celJent in working. And hath he spoken, .
a nd shall be not make it good? 0 for faith and prare1' !
to believe what be hath promised; and to give !lim no
rest, liil Zion become a praise in all the eal,th·'O

" 1.\Iay this be abundantly ~xperie'Dcedon the.solemn·
eay approaching, the next l~h.ursday, the last day of
this month: a· day set apart by the gencJ:at Association·
of Ministers in this colony, under a· sense af the great
declension of religion ;. that God ..would retu.t·n,. and
'Visit the -land with divine intluences; that religiqn, in
its, power. and purity, may be revived.. Had· jt not been·
for this appointment, I believe I should, have returned
before now. 0' But this has seeme4 to set my bounds,
,ever since I came-here (unless Providence should ord~l·

otherwiaeCor me) ha'i~g a' desire- to be' present and
unite·on this solemn, most impQrtant Occet,sian. Join us,
my dear Newport friends, in this ail in-teresting affair;

. and, on this day, which will be YOllr stated half day, as­
earl, al YOll' can, in the. afternoon; that you may ~eet,

perhaps hundreds, pf God's dear ministet"~ and children,
at the same throne of grace, for one andl\te same bless ..
ing. 0 may we then feel the unity of the Spirit; beal·
each others bUi'dens, and be all unite~Jor the whole.
Being cemented by the divine Spirit, m~y we sur~ouDd

14-' . " .
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the throne of grace; be gathered at the footsto'll of Je­
hovah; and be present before the nlercy-seat, ",·itb our­
divine Redeemer and intercessor at our head, and the
arID of faith fast about hilll, refusing to let him go; let U9­

Hft up ·holy hands, without wrath 01' dbllbting ; feel, and.
tell our God, we are an as dead men before him, jf he
belpus not; tell ~linl our land, our nation, OUI' \"orld is
burnt up with exceasive drought, for \vant of the dew~..
o£ heaven, and divine influenee. Let uS"put in our ple~
in the nanle of our worthy Ad,voc'ate, 'lnd see if God
will not glorify his Son, in granting OU1~ request £01' his
sake. '

" Surely it is time for us to be a,vaked and alarm'ed-.
'Vhere are we sinking? \Vhat \yill be the consequence
of this dn:adful stupefaction ? 'fhe' symptoms of death
.are u;>on us, or' we never could live at so Iowa' rate.
Wert; ift my case alone, Ql' only-of a few individuals, the
glory of God, and the kingdom and in~erest of the eve~

\vqrthy l ..amb 9£....God,· and the wonderful work of re­
deeming love, mjg~t yet flourish and be lnagnifled : but
when it is as an overflowing dtlutle, a wide breaking iB
of many ,vaters, ,vho that has any eK~rcise of true ,love
to God, can be careless and easy in ~uch a time of
declension?

"'If I prefer not the prosperity of' Jet"usalem to my
chief joy, I know nothing. Well, let us pray for the
peclce and prosperity thereof, and ·be encouraged, oot­
\l'ithstanding prt:sent appearances: for the Lord hath
chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.
This is his rest. Here will be dwell. He will abun­
dantly bless her provision, and sati~fy her poor with
bread. Faith says, it is enough: the .mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it. ·1 will pray and wait in hope.
and blessed be she who believeth; for there thaJl be a

- performance of those things whieh \vere told her from
the Lord (in his word.) And surel,. we may stretch
our desires abroad, even to the utmost bounds of the
evel'las'ting hills; for there ~re ~lorwus thin.gs spoken
co~cerning the city of our God."
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Tile •following is another letter, ,v.ritten to tbe same pel"SOn,.

U MY VERY DEAR, DRAR -_.

"YOUR griefs' and distl'e&ses' greatly affect me.
f"orgive me, my dear soul, that I am so deficient in my,
attempts to assist' and comfort.you. I ..eproath myself
for. this, while yet I know God ooly caR comfort you:
and I am, in my poor manner, looking. to hitn·to do it~

'" Yau saf; you doubt lV.hether y.ou know the true
(;od, and in heart choose hi.m·. If not, why do yOll

thirst, lopg, and pant for, and place aU yOUl" happiness
in that Ycry sovereign, holy, righteous, good and glol"i ..
ous God., who is rev.ealed in his word, and b)" his works?
You next doubt 1'fr bether you.r anxiety about this does
not prove selfish? If your' anxiety about this matter
arises wholly from a desire of securing yoor o~n hap­
piness, and prev'entiog yoUr own. priYate, personal
misery, it is. doubtless selfis-h. If you; sec nothing
worthy, lo.velyand excellent in. God's true character;
and therefere desir.e tbe knowledge of it, only to secul"e
eternal life to you, it is· wrong. But, if you r1ace eternal
life-or happme,ss in the knowledge of the-only-true God,
as he is the sum of all perfectioA,and infinite exceI~

- lence, in and o£himself,; then you will desire this
)knowledge for itll. own 4ake ;, and will doubtJ~ss de$ire
to know,_ that you do know that w.hich you. est,em.
iDfinlteJy worthy:, excellent and glorious; and ~vil~. he
far from being satisfied with· j\:lst sQch a degree of that
k.nowledge, as you suppose may se.cure YOUft title t().·
lleav~n.·' . . f.

U Suppose, my. cJea~ I have a certaip sum-offered me,
upon condition I become r.econciled to, and acquaihteti
with a worthy. person. I have no esteem or love for- . ­
the person i: bu.t for the sake of the interest, I will try
for a reconciliation and acquaintance ; and may be very­
inquisitive to know, if I have ·complied with the terms:
that is~ whether I apl indeed entitled to the reJJard ;.
,vhich is all I care far. But when I become tru~y ac­
quainted with the pel'soD, 1 see so much real 'worth
and excellency in him, that my ,heart is mo~t sensibly'
attl"a~ted to hiln ; and I find this knowledge is happi... ,
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ness. I pursue a farther acquaintanc'e. I hear "him
described, and believe he is what he is described to be :
and 1 hear, and believe it to be complete happiness to
know and enjoy such a fr-ien(l So I h-:ar and believe
that this knowledge is connected with some great and
good effects, in whomsoever it takes place. But' J. find
so little of these etfeets..in myself (throu.gh my own
blindness and stupidity) and in. a sense of the impor- ..
tance of the matter, that I grow anxious to know
whether I have indeed any true knowledge ; and so am
in the way .of a growing a"cquaintance" rather fl~·m. the
excellency and importance of this knowledge, than from
the fear of losing the sum : this, as a private, personal
interest, hardly comes into view; is overlooked, in
comparison with the happiness, which is attaiDcd by
the exhibition and display of true worth and excellence,
and tends to exalt it. . - _
, "It is supposed there is the same. natural desire of
happiness in both cases: but, then, the one bas no
regard to any being'1>\1t himself. The other goes out
of himself, and places his hap.piness in that which is the
good of being in genera·l. And here,my dear friend, I
think, it is easy to see how a desire to know, that we do
know, and are really in heart acquainted with God's
true character, may .pring from a benevolent disposition
of }leatt, a regard to him,. as the sum of all being and
perfection; aod so not a mere selfish desire. I think
it is certain we may desire to know this) ,88 we are
mrected to glory in it. Jer. ix. c, Let him that glorieth,
glory in this, that he understandeth I)nd knoweth· met"
that I am tbe Lord, who exercise lQving kindne&s,
judg.ment, and righteousness in the earth: f~r' in these
things I delight, saitb the lArd."
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The following ~ette~ was written to a friend,who then lived ~n

the country, "rho was greatly attentive to her spiritual con··
cems, under a strong and abiding con,:iction of the depravity
and- hardness of her heart, a8d view\ng. herself" to .be in an·

. unconverted state.

.N~'Wliort, Oct. 27, 1770.·
" MY DEA,R, KIND FRIEND,

" I l"'HA.NK .you for your very kind and acceptable~
f-avor of the 11 th inst. Only you draw a character that'
Goes bi no means belong to me. And, hm'ever morti..
fying it is to me; yet I must assure you," did my real
character come' ,into your- view, you would be so far
from loving and admirJng, that you must yourself be
very bad, not to detest and abhor it. But so infinite

.wisdom ha~· seen best to order it, that I should not be
east out and abho·rt·~d by aU living, while I ou'ght to
loath myself fer all my abominations, and great defi·
ciencies ; for "'hich I have nf? -possible' excuse; but
inde.ed am infinitely guilty for my criminal abuse of tbe
long and rich advant~ges· \V·ith .which I have been
favored. 1 was eai'ly planted in the nou-se of ,my good
Cod, that.! might be fat and flourishing: but,alas! my _
leanness, my lean~ess t: \Vere it not for the, rich, free,'
and _so\'ereign· grace of the gos'pel, \vhien affords hope
and relief for the most wretched and. guilty, I must.now
lie do\vt1 fn absolute despair.. lIere is DlyOnly hope:

, and refuge.. .
" And here ~s a hope and refuge set before my deat·

£riend" let her guilt be ever so great, or. h.er ~bus~d

advantages ever so'many, jf she wlill but accept .the.
6tfered salvation, the only remedy: that infi~i~~ wisdonJ.
and, sovereig"n grace ha~ provided.. ADd what Qbjection
can she possibly have to a way and. a remedy': so inti·

~ ftitely ,vall ~alculated to secure the dhine honor, and
· eonfer (he richest ana infinitely the best of blessings on"

guilty ~inners :. ~ \\'ay which qpen~ the most grand and
.Doble prospects of riGhest tre'asures, highest, happiness,.
and niost satisfying enjoyments ror one complete etel'le
nity: and opens these pl~ospects even to the most poor·,
\vl'etched, miserable, capt'ivated, ef)51aved, sun~en,.

desti1..ute creatures,! by a union to the great and gloriou~
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Son of God, the beloved-or-the Father, and he in whom
heIS for ever well please4.,." \

" 0 how inconceivably aggravated must the rejection"
of the gospel one' day appear} May my dear, dear
frictnd, sb feel the weight of it now, as to fly from the
wrath to come. May she be so reconciled to Gpd"s
true character,.and the chara.~terof the..divine RedeeD)et;,
as to render him the chief of ten thousands, and alto­
gether lovely in her view; ,while •. she beholds him
magnifyJng the divine law, and making it honorable;

-'Vindicating 'the authority of God, and supporting .the" .
eternal throne of Deity. - .

" I am more and more confirmed, that there -can be
DO true religinn, 0' real bappi~ess, any "farthe..-than the
heart is really. reconciled to the whole of the divine
character. While there is a total alienation f-rom" the
fountain and only soill~ce of perfection and ~appinessJ

there must·be nothing but sin and misery. ·And while
there is th~;'least degree of this a.lknation and opposi­
tion it'mu,;t be a' constant source of pOllution and
uJihappin.iss,1 wh lch will, ina degree, taipt and interrupt
'all oU~:~l\ies and e.njoy~en~s; thoug~i~le~edbe G~d, .
there'ls.a fouodatlop laid In regeneration" by slayIng
tbe opposition and enmity of our hearts, for the highest
perfection and 'enjoyment; and as far as we are f'e.con­
ciled and united -to' God, we enter into thebeginnjng of
a state of. the ,most perfect holiness and consummate
happiness, that our natures are capable of, when en..
larged in the fountain of existence, to take in incon­
ceivable communications from Deity, opening on.
vessels prepared for glory•
. ., But 0, where am I going ~ Why do I attempt

'''hat eye hath not seen, or ear beard ; ·nor bas my
nat'ro\v, contracted ~heart, in any adequate degree, any
cooceptiGa of! May your superior po\vers, by the
effectual operation Qf the Holy Spirit, be formed for,.
and enlarged in the di,'in~, delightful, transforming
,:ontemplation, till you arrive to the most .grand and
noble height of holiness and happiness! .

. " I am, with much affection,
" Your much obliged friend,

".SUSA. ANTHONY."
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The foHowing extracts are lrom letters wbic~ she wrote to •
• minister_

" Newjlort, July 15, 1170.
"REVEREND SIB,

.;." I K·NOW not what I shall be or do., I fear I
am sinking into great stupidity; yea, that I am fa-rther '
gone, than I was aware. I have indeed ha~' relief from ...
distr~ssing conflicts; but I have misused and abuselt,
the mercy; and am even ready to covet them -again :
any -tHing rather than a sottish stupidity' and careless­
ness. Conflicts often stir up the polluted fountain, and
cause me to loath and abhOf'- myself for all my abomi- ~

llatio.Jls. But I feal· my heart has since grown like a
. standtng sink, which is not purged, but its. scum
· remains. Some general abiding conviction I indeed

have of great deficiency; especially in attending to
Mr. Edwards on the nature of true virtue. When I
come to separate or take away that- sensation of second­
ary beauty, Sec. natural ,conscience, and particular
instincts in nature, alas, what have I left! So little, if
any thing, that it scarce deserves the name, and appears
less than the least of all seeds. Surely I and others
have been greatly mistaken in me. Yet, even under
this conviction, 1 find there is great want of a thorough,
humbling. sense' of- positive pollution, and universal
depravity. My views are partial. My wretched,
treaeberous heart starta aside, and shifts off from full

- conviction. .
"But will it not look unfriendly to attempt to lead

you any farther into this horrid depth of my depraved,
polluted heart, ~here you will find no bottom, or any'
way out? I will cease, and let it be fat my own humilia­
tion to dig into it, and search out its greater an~greater
abominations." · ~'

"DCCtnllJer 18, 1170.
"REVEREND ANn DEAB SIR,

"I 1-HANK you for y.our kind, obliging letter.. .,:
It has been inexpressibly affecting and welcome to your
lloor, Yil"e, worthless friend. For lhou"gh I kno" 1 anl f
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-utterly undese'rving, yet I cannot .help desiring the
.a-ffectiotr'Of my christian friends, even while I feel my­

_self altogether' unfit for ·any free con-versa tion witll
them·; and .alD ready to withdraw from them as a

. polluted, infectious leper. 1"he strength, numller,
aggravation and 'infection of my sins, ,have been as an
overflowing deluge. And I see m.yself unfit to -have
any thing to -do with anf but a Being.of infinite patience
and absolute ·pu.rity, who can bear with me, and cannot
possibly be polluted or tainted .hy .my impurity, even ig

. -my nearest approaches .to him. Tbis is my comfol~.

" 0 if it were not-for the ~;though~, that the infinitely
wise and glorious Jebovah c~n bring ,good out of all this
·evil,. and glory to hi.ms~lffrom my ..dreadful wickedness,­
I should &ink and di.e under it. For the-=tho.ught -of eveR
my eternal interest .being secure,· Be,em·s to give me no
relief. This is not,the balsam that "touches my wound.
Here were opened some source.s of comfort to me -Oil

the last Sabbath. And Ilefe, ',and .het:e only, could I see
myself of any i~portarice, as the llilest wretch who
·ever lived is of imj.>ortanc,e to answer, the great end of
.exalting and magnifying the exceeding gt"eatne~8 and
:.riches of God's power and grace., 0 what Buperabound­
'jng grace must it eternally appear ,to be, to forgive such
a guilty wr.et-ch as I am! to .cleaDse and ·sanctify such

. an amazingly polluted heart as mine is! and trj.umph~

over all the in.finite obstacles whi~h lie in the way of my
salvation! In this vie.w, and in thi~nly,at present, my
salva~iol1appears ofany worth and importanc~: for I know
I deserve the'most dreadful and aggravated destruction :
am nothing, and less.than nothing., and-of no importance.
any further than ~od is glo.rified in me. But here I
can only rejoice, /iat he 'Will glorify Ilim8eif·in me; and
not in tlJ,e view that I in an¥ respect glorify him.
. "0, sIr, to see a soul ~o loaded with obligations l so
.bound by'tbe.strongest ,bonds.; so urged by the most
powerful motives and arguments, stupid; sottish and
inseo1\ible.; yea obstig·atc and- oppo'sing, is most aston­
ishin(! Yet not powerful enough suitably to rouse me
from stupidity, or subdue the enmity of mt- carnal
mind. 1'hese convictions for~e themselves u~ me
~ tbe 'po~erfuI pre.lure of 'undeniable facts aild evi- -
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rlences: but were they the genuine fruits of t.'ue self
abhorrence and abasenlent, they would produce a better
temper or soul, and wQuld influence IDe to bette." obedi­
ence, and entire devotedness to God and his glory in nly
". hol~ conduct. . .

" It is often a question that occua"s, \"hether such a
dreadful heart as Dline is can possibly be the lle\V heart
given in regene ..atiOl} ? But I suspect the inclination I
sometimes feel to ans\ver in the negath'e, arises froln an
unwillingness to admi~t the conviction of such aggrav.ated
guilt and vileness as bears in upon me, froan the·' affirnl­
ative...

" But I will cease to lead your thoughts into a -scene
so dark' and dreadful: and will yet rejoice, that I aln in
the hands of sUt;h an infinitely ,vise, glorious, and mo~t

yorthy Being, who will secm-e his 0\\'0 glory, \vhatevel­
becomes of me: and all the advantages anll obligations
he has laid me under shall for ever justify his rig httolts
procedures with me. If he 'say, he has 110 pleasure in
me, he shall be glorious in his justice and righteousness;
let him do to me, as seenleth good to hinl. I say, let
God be glorified, and it is enough. But then, if I anl
sincere, why do I not glo.-ify him? Why am I not SOlue

'\vay actille in th is? Bu t here I cease."

I June 15,1772. -
,~ I NOW take my pen in hand to' tell my dear

friend, that 1 feel an inexpt·essibl~.happiness, that
" Dominion is ,vith Him."· I have had a jO)· in this,
this day, that has swallow:ed .up every disc.ouragement
aDd grief, 0 what can 1-say, but expatiate on this most
glorious truth ! With Him, who is so infinitely excel­
lent, amiable, worthy, ~ise and good, is dominion. 'fhe
l~ora reigns. Surely all heaven and earth may well re­
joice, and rejoice for ever IDore. My soul I says, it is
e1)oJlgh! Happiness enough;. not only for one immor­
tal soul ; but for m)'riads of enlarged, capacious spil~its; .

."'She 'had heard a sermon from these wOl'ds the day before,
preached by the Rev. Mr. Wales of Marshfield. .

15 ..
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yea, tbe happiness of Jehovah himself. O· shall this
base, this guilty worm ever seek happiness aside from
this! Now, let my thoughts ~oll where they will, they
call centre with inexpressible delight, that dominion is
with him. I love to dw.ell on these words; for I can
express nothing equal to them. I want to have strength
of body (or absence froln it) and enlargement of capac.
ity, without opposition of heart, to take in the full im-
P01't of them.-.-- . ..

IS I have f~r the most part of late been eith.er awfully
and amazingly stupid, and had little or no sense of any
thing, 01' such a view of my infinite guilt and vileness,
the aggravation, strength and violence of my sin, as has
filled me with the utmost confusion and astonishment.
And while digging into the w~1l8 of greater and greater
abomi,nationl, which have come' up to view, I have been
led to conchnle, thi8, my OW~ wickedness, ought to en­
gross all my attention. But this has somehmv betrayed
me into an error ; arid I have not found that· engaged.,
Iless and enlargement for others, and my views of sove-

-reign grace have been accQrdingly narrow and c.()Dtract­
ed, till the latter part of last week, reading in the
xxx~jth chapter of E~kiel, what God had promised
to do for the most wretched and guilty, and this for his

.o\vn glory, gave me some strength and courage, and
enJarged my desires. A-nd now I see I may rejoice
and triumph, and stretch my desires to -unmeasurable,
boundless grace, displayed in the highest degree to a
guilty, ruined race, since donlinion .is with him."

July 1, 1172•
• ,~ DEAR SIRt

"I JUST now came into my chamber to throw
my feeble fl~ame on the bed. But my 'thoughts have ta·
ken a 'turn to recreate myself by a moment's converse
with you. .

" I have been very feeple and bl~oken this week; but
supported, and, as it were, laid at reat on the bosom or
di\'ine conlpassion and faithfulness. 0 how tenderly
does God d,eal with such an ungrateful wretch, and per-

t •
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tuits me to bring all my burqens, infirnlities and cares,
and cast thelDon him! If I am indeed .~evoted to his
glory, and prefer his service above every other employ-

. ment, ought 1 not to feel most happy in- his hands, and
tinder hi~ direction, who hest knows in ,vhat· ,vay, and
by what means, this shall be broug~t abolll ?

" 1 hoped this week to have awaked up to greater en·
"gagedncss in my solenln app"oaches to God ; but how
·1 shall be carried th"ough the various important duties·
of it I kllO.W not: ret I find a pleasure in feclin~ all
weakness, and as such dropping into the arms of ()t11nip-

.otence clothed witb every possible perfection; and so
he disposed of in the wisest and ,best manner, to an~wer

the most noble and important ends, by him "'jth'whotll
there is not any thing too hard. ] do feel, at present,
as if I had no other cause or interest, b\:lt to be used and
disposed of for Goo; al1d therefore do rejoice that 11e_ is
,vhat he is, and that" DOlninion is \vith hiln." (), sir,
I am sure such an immensC? Spirit, such an amiable,
glorious Being, who w'as last Sabbath held up to ,~iew,

is infinitely worthy of the eterllal joy and triumph of
all his creatures." . .

,U Augu8t 30.
(, D1I\A R S,B,

. " A POOR, mean, sinful soul aspires and stretches
after ~ore exalted. conceptions. o~ the ~vjne Red~eroer,

and his glOI-ious ktngdom. But ,O! my concep.tlons 0'£
these are so lo'v! I am so brutish in my knowledge,
tbat I cannot but wish the prison' walls were· pulled
down. \ I feel JDyself the smallest atonl in creation, and
this loaded ,vith an infinite weight of guilt and odious·
ness" drawing do\vn to an eternal hell. How nlust that
grace, that '\viscom, that mer.cy be built up for ever,
which redeems and fixes in his eternal kingdom such an
one !. And perhaps I must live to try t·he power, the
wisdom and all-sufficiency, Qf tbis inc.ompa~ble, divine
Redeenler. 1·his.l have done, and feel I am doing every
lnO,ment. And. 0 what pleasure, does it give to think
how transcendently glorious this 'u tl'ied stone" will ap-'
pear,. when all the t1?yrjaq~ of tbe redeemed, in all the
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peculiar circumstances in 'which his su~cienty has been
tt-ied, shall be exhibited!

" :\1y attention has been a li~tJe called up to the inex-
• tricable darkness, difficulties and dangers, '\vhich lie con­

tinually in our-\vay, thrpu~h which no wisdom but that
which is infinite cun guide us, nor po\ver short of omni­
po~nt can deliver. \Vhtfi 1 am a little awake, i see
cvel'Y day, evcl'y tnoment big \vith such infinite impor­
tance to the ehuJ'eh of God, and every individual mem­
her, as at once bankrupts and ruins every sufficiency
ane! htlpel", but OUI" exalted, aU-sufficienr Redeemer.
pl'OnotllH:es tllt:nl physicians of no value, broken cisterns,
and places the govcl"tl1oent on !lis sHoulders, and con­
strains to fly to the shadD,:" of his wings for protection.
And 0 ho\v s\veet is that rest wherewith he causes the
weary to re·st !"

- April 21, 1774.
" REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,

U GO D has of late been callinK up my attention to
solemn and tender scenes. I have felt the ties of nature,
and I hope the tender bonds of christian affection, to one
of the best of mothers, a meDlbet of Christ, in paiD and
distress. under g-reat infirmities to a very sensible de­
'gree: uncleI' which the infinitely cOlldesceneUng Jeho­
"ah has set himself before me, as so infinitely fit to
govern, and worthy to be submitted to, yea, rejoiced in,
in evet-y di~pensation, that I have been constrained to
say, surely there needs no more to make all heaven end
earth rejoice, than to kno\v that this God reigns. ()
"'here can there be any true pleasure, hut in' a heart
\vhol1y disposed tQ close in with every exhibition that
Jehovah makes of himself, as well in the judgment~of
11is hands, as the Ja,vR of his 1l1outh ? 0 what a fountain
of inexpl"essible pleasure o\'ern~ws and ~weetens-the

hitterest \vaters of Mal"ah, in that single sentence, It is
the I.lord, the I ...ord !

U But, here I pause--,vhile teal"S of admiration and
joy' are my highest expression! Fain would I ~isp hiR
lll'uises ! fain wou ld I speak of his glories ! But 0 ~ I-.

1

!

I

...~ j
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lind 'I do,not feel what I ought'; nor can I express what
I feel. \'Vhen shall my soul be qn'fettered! When
shall'the heart of the rash understand ! When shall the··
statnnlerer speak plain-! 0 ,vhen 'sliall D1Y whole sout
:unite in the most perfect manner, strongest degree and
universal extent, to every exl~ibitioR of the unbounded,
infinite, glorious rectitude and pel"fectiog of Jehovah's
nature and government! But instead of this, is it-possi­
ble that I shall a~ain take back ,vhat I have 'said? God,
has o...f late mafie me repeatedly confess that he doth all
things wen, and, as it were, cro\v/d all things into his
hands l professing my h~arty sUbjection to him, and his
government.' I have been calling him Lord aqd King ;
owning his infinite right and fitness to govern; -recount­
ing his nlighty deeqs; procla~n"ng his sovereign au­
thority; exclaiming against every degree of. opposition
to bim, and his g~vernment ; judging and c.ondemning

, to utter destruction all' his implacable enemies. And
0, now, how infinitely aggravated must my guilt be; if,

, on trial, I do 1n the least degree retract, or take back
what 1 have said! But such a heart I know I have in me :
and, therefore, j~ after all I should perish, out of D1Y

.own .mouth I am condemned: and if saved, sovel'*eign
grace shall have all the glory. -0 how infinitely wise
and good 'this constitution! Wow rich, ho,! free the
~rac-e that !:omes to sinners ·tbro~h Jesus ~hrist."

...
"Jan. 29, 177.6.

"-
, "GREAT is the, wisdom of our divine Leader.
He knows what he is about, what 'he designs to- .bring

. to pass by the peculiar exercises which he enables, his
people to put forth ;an~ bl~ings them into those circum­
stances that are best suited' to excite them, Thus does
'he carry o'n his glorious designs. Thus is he preparj~

, us for the, event. 0 how sweet to feel -ourselves, ana
all Cl'tatures and things, in his wise and'powerful hands,
devoted to his good pleasure, led on to the -most glorious
and important 'end.' In this vie'v I .am saying, Jet ~be
Lord -do with me as see,meth bim.. good; yea,' with all

15-'
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t.h~ngs and creatures. His glory is secu..ed; Ziou is
i. safe: aRd more, it shall be raised to the- highest per­
fection. And though. we know not what shall prosper
under our hands ; yet being in his hand, we may not
say, "rrhere is nothing that can be done"." Surely God
has done and is doinw great things ...0 that his dear
people \vere all awake! Methinks there is nothing want..
jng but this to bring fo."th a most g)oloious victory over
the PO\v.ers of darkness. 1'hen ShOllld one chase a
thousand, and put ten thousand to fti...ght."

_-x------
.SEC'(lON Y.·

Containing Observations on the foregoing Life and Writings.
- l

I. THESE taken together, afford a strong and stri·
king evidence of the truth and excellence of christianity.

If christiapity, and the Bible in which it is revealed
and instituted, ,vere not a divine revelation from heaven,
but a mere, fable and falsehood, it would be impossible
that such an effect should be produced by it, as was in
Mi~s Anthony; or t(lat such a character should be form­
ed; and such views and exercises exched by jt. Noth­
ing but that- invisible, divine powe-r, even the Spirit of
God, which the Bible represents as necessary to form
men to a truly christian character, cou!d produce this
effect, by which she was bl"ought to a temper and prac­
tice, so agreeable to the dictates of the scriptures, and

·so opposite to that which was natural to her, and to all
Inankind. By this her selfishness, pride, and ~ vain
worldly spirit were subdued, and she was foroled to be­
nevolence and humility ; \\'as weaned fr9m this world, ­
and all the objects of time and sense, pronooncing tb~m

mere triBes and vanity; ncr affection \\9a& strongly fixed
on invisible, ~piritual objects; choosing the God reveal­
ed in the Bible as her only portion: se~ibly feeling,
that in the enjoyment of him, there is complete and
endless happiness.-

Here .we have a witness to all this. or one who ap­
pears sensible and rational, and as capable of judging as

.1
I
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any 00£" after long s~udy and experience, having passed
through 'many triJls and temptations, making the most

. .deliberate choice and resolutions to look for heppiness in
nothing but the service and enjoyment of Chrjst; and
Gheerfully rtsting her eternal interest on this .lounda­
1.ion. It is acknowledged she is not the only witness.
1·here have been thousands who, living and dying, have
borne the same testimony. And many such wit~ss~s

arc now living. - But this excellent person i,s an eminent,
one, who is to be adtied to the rest, and is an incontesti­
ble evidence, cQns~dered by itself, that christianity is
from heaven.

And it will serve to strengthen and establish the faith
of real christians to find one experiencing, expressing
and acting out, in a higher and more eminent degree,
those christian graces and exercises, \vhich '.they bave
experienc.ed in a lower Dleasure.-

And when they -who are not christians, observe the
union and agreement of christians, in their. ideas, ,and
feelings, though they are Dlore conspicuous and eminent
in some than in others: and that. persons of diffe~ent
ages and counuies, agree in the same kind of christian
exercises and experimental religion '; they have matter _
of conviction set before them that christianity hal a
divine original; and opportunity to learn in \vhat it does
most essentially consist. ,\ ,

WE have, also, in this instance, a fresh 8Jld striking
. evidence of the excellence, ,vorth and importance of
christianity. _

How does it enlarge and ennoble the mind of man,
and raise it to the most affecting a'nd a~tonishing "iew's
of those .infinitely grand and glori<Jus obj~cts and truths,
which are exhibited in the w'6rk of redemption! Even
the only, true God di~p]ayed in all the unereated beauty
and glory of his in6njte perfections, in this greatest and
most wonderful work; suited to ex~ite the, strongest,
everlasting exercises of love and wonder, of bene\'olellCe,
delight and gratitude; by which the soul is transformed
into a real likeness to the divine moral character; is
united to the Savior, and brought intD the l'eaJ enjoy-

-ment of God, which gives ineffable iatisfaction and de-

. ,
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light: opens. to view the' invisible'world.; and introduces
a boundles4J, most agreeable .and animating prospect of
unspeakahle, endless felicity, ill the e~ernal kingdom of
God, in the enjoyment of infinite, unchangeable objects,
and in the highest and most noble exercises, of which a
rational, immortal mind is capable, without cess~tion or
weariness, but with increasing strength, vigor and en­
joynlent: at the same time being In the. midst of an
innumerable company of most happy and perfectly
excellent fellow saints,~enjoying aU' of them, they aU
partaking' of,' and increasing the felicity of each other,
in the mutual exercise of benevolence "and· ecstatic
delight.· .0 '. ~

And in these views,. exercises and enjoyments, the
christian is formed into a most amiable and excellent

- character, ,it being necessarily implied in them. Such
. a mNd'is clothed with humility, and bows wi~h humble

submission to God; rejoices in his Being, character,
Jaws and government; devotes hinlse.lf to him, in obe­
dience to all his comnlands, in seeking and promoting
his g~.ory and the interest of his kingdom; constantly
admiring and 8,(loring that sovereign, rich and won4er­
f\ll grace, \vh~ch the gospel exhibits, and which is dis-

. pl~yed in the sal~ation of sinners: and being such an
one, humbles himself before God, anll flees to the Re­
deemer as the only refuge, loving and delighting in his
person and character ; and with great pleasure pours
out his heart before him, in' the most sincere,· ardent
expressions of his feelings, affections and desires.

And in his affections 8I)d conduct towards men, he is
humble, meek, patient and long;..suifering~ forgivIng in­
juries, innocent and 'blameless, just, benevolent ani
kjnd towards all, exen ~is gre'atest enemies, ~ishiDg

and praying for the best abd greate~t bleS'Sings on them.
He is temperate in an things, not itldulging any bodily
appetite to his own or his neighbor's hurt, or so as in
any respect to unfit him for the proper duties of his sta­
tion, and t~e ~ervice of God,. or deprive him of the ·
h!gher and more exaJted exe.rcises and pleasures of reli­
glott.

1"'his is a brier sketch of the beautiful, excellent char­
a~er, and of the refined, soul satisf)"ing enjoym,ots, \0
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wbich christianity forms, and which it gives to -a)) its
sincere votaries, in a higlier or lower degree: ,vhich
the reader has seen exet:nplified in the preceding life
and extracts, and in which the character and enjoyments
of a true christian are exhibited in a more convincing,
affectin~ and pleasing light, than can be done by: any­
mere verbal description. And the serious reader, who
has pl~oper)y attended to the Bib~e, ,~ill see that such a
character is ther~ described and inculcated on aU chris­
tians, and set in a beautjfulli~ht ; and that nothing is
"'anting in order to form mankind to true beauty, excel­
lence and happiness, as individuals, or in socie~y, in this
wOI-Id but to become real christians, thou~h with a degree
of imperfection. How anliable and happy then will the
world of mankind be, when they shall become christian~

in a higher and more perfect degree, than any now are,
or have been, and shall flock wi~h one Be,cord to the
,church of Christ, and put on her beautiful garments!
1"he scripture is full of predictions of this great and
happy e\'tot; and at the saTYle time gives a most lively,
exhilarating description uf tne glory and happiness of .
that day. But all this ,viII be but a shado\v, and inlper­
feet fOL'etaste of the glory and everlasting perfect happi­
lless, to which the redeemed are going.

And no\v, let anyone contemplate the character and
enjoyments of those who disrard or neglect ~hristianity,

and <;onsider what is their highest excellence and hap­
piness, if t~ey really hat'e any; and whether they can
be con.pared to that which christianity gives to all who
cordiaJly embrace it; or are even worthy the pursuit or _
",-ish of a ratjo~al creature. .Shall we go to heathen­
idolaters, to Mahometans, or Jews, to find true. happi­
ness, or men really amiable apd excelle.nt? l"he least
attention to these is sufficient to convince that neither
excellence of character nor true happiness is to be
fouod here. It is therefore needless to go into particu­
lars, ih order to make the comparison.

Does the Deist possess, or can he have aprospect of
any thing', which may be compared ,\lith what the chl'is­
tian obtains ; or which has any real excelle~eand hap­
piness, suited to a rationl} immol'tal mind ?" He has no·
God, to whom'" he ~an have acceiS with confi'dcnce, 01'

, ~:..
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even without presumption. Fo~ how does he 'kno", that
God is accessible to creatures ; especially, sinful crea~

tures? No wonder then, that persons· of th~i character
generally· if not universally, 'neglect every thing that
lnay be called piety, and live " without God in the
world." l'hey therefore must be ~tter stranger's to that
noble, exalted happiness, which the tl'ue ehristian has'
in the knowledge, love and enjoyment of God, and ~re

totally destitute of that b~autiflll, exoe}]p,nt moral char­
acter, whi~h is implied in this, and consequently have.a
contrary character~ 3S deformed and odious, as the other
is beautiful. They have no certain prospec~s of any

_ kind of happiness in a. future state: for they have DO

,light by \vhich they can know there win be any such
state. And if they consider thtmselves as going to such
a state, they have no reason to believe it will' be a happy
one. 'l"hey are sinners: at most, they cannot be cer­
tain they are not; and ,it is itnpossible·they should have

. any evidence that a. sinner mayor can be pardoned.
Pfhey can therefore enjoy no h"Sppiness in the prospects
of a futqre 'state, or from any object that is invisible.
All.their enjoyment therefore Dlust be temporary and
'Worldly. 'l'ht;ir true character, if examined with dis­
cernment, will appe~r to be COOl posed of ignorance 0 f
all those things which are truly great and exeellent ; of
pride and a.1rcgance, and a contl'acted, worldly lnind.
All their exercises are stamped with that delusion, pride
and· foUy, which render their whole character truly
mean and despicable. How mean and lo\v, yea, sordid,
are all th,eil" enjoyments in life, compared with those of
a christian! "file life and extracts, to which we have
been attending, &erve to illustrate all that has bee~ said
in'this paragraph.

And what is the cha~acter lnd happiness of' all those
who neglect christianity in their affection and practice,
though they may profess to believe it is from heaven,
and are seeking only a worldly good? The answer i~

easy; from what has been observed above. They know
not what true happiness is; and are enenlies to the t~
character of God, and all that is really good. Their
taste is perverted, and they are seeking for happiness
\vhere if is not lo be found. They are invofved in
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strong delusi~n, and~ the greatest follYt and really mis­
erable ; and if they 'continue, in this character througN
life, they tDust be unspeakably miserable for ever!

The certain conclusion, ,therefore, is, If there be any
true religion for tnall, or any happiness fOT him, suited
to his nature and capacities, christianity is fronl beaven.
And if there be no truth in this, there is none to be
found that is. true; and man must be miserable: It is
impossible he should'obtain thQ\ true e'XcelJence, dignity
and glory of whi<:h he is capable, by hi~ natural rational ,_
powers. But it appears from facf and experience,' in
the instance before us, and in gthers innumerable, as
well as from speculat~on and reason, that chrilitianity, if
cordh\lly embraced, will raise men to a high, beautiful
and excellent cbatacter, and make them completely
happy for ever. :.rberefore, it is the only true religion,
and is divine.

11. THAPr' which is here recorded of Miss Antho­
1)1'8 life and e~ercises,may serve to teach us what true
religion is, as distinguished from all counterfeits.

We have here christianity set before U8 by all example
of it" as it consists ib doctrines or truths believed, and
in the views, belief andatTections of the beart of a real

'christian. " True christian8 may differ ill the degree of
c,learness and certainty, with wl1ich they believe and
embrace the doctrines revealed in the Bible; and con'..,
sequently they may and do differ in the strength and,
constancy of the exercises which they have in view df
divine truth: but their creed is, as to substance, the
same, and they agree in all the 'peculiar, important
do,trines cOJ:ltained in, divine reveJation. Therefore
their views, feelings and exercises of heart,are alike,
as to the nature and kind pf them; having the same
system of diviD'e t.ruth for the foundation on wpich tHey
are built, and in the view and belief of whic.h the whole
system of their religious affections is forI?ed. There­
fore, though christians may differ in some circum.
stances, in their belief, views, and exercises of heart,
and some have higher and stronger affections, and more
free from any mixt~re of ~rror and m'istake tb an others; ,
yet t;e latter, wben they have the views and affections
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af the forme~ set· before them, \vill be c'onstious that
their religious experiences ar'e 0:£ the same kind .~'ith
those of the otber, thougH they faU greatly short in

. degree. And as in water face answereth to face, so
do the hearts of the latter to those of the fot'lmer ; they
having all "drank into the same Spirit,". though in
different degrees. And this will naturally establish
their hearts, and stren~th'en their nope and confidence,
tbat they do know and embrace- the truth; and that

. this is true religion, the religion which the Bible-incul­
. cates; when they see it exemplified in such an eminent

degree: and it will serVe to humble, .encourage and
quicken them. . -

And as the creed ancl religious views and exercises
of true christians are sO'much alike; as'to their natul~e

and, kind, and they are so far of the s,me, mind, taste
and judgment; this lays a foundation for a similarity
in conversation and conduct, ip the practice of aU- the
duties, and att~ndance on the institutions commanded

. in the gospel, as an expression and testimony of their
f,!ith and internal exercises~of religion.

By these observations we are led to consi~er the
creed, religious affections, and conduct, exbibite9 in the
life and writings of Miss Anthonr; in \vhich her
re1igi~n con~istedtl ' .

She had a firm belief of the doctrine of the "rrinity of
persons in Deity, the Father, Son and Hoi)· Ghost;
and of the divinity of Jesus Christ; that.he is the Son
of God, in a sense which iOlplies that he is the true
God. No one can read the foregoing extracts without
o1Jserv~ng, that nluch of her religious exercises implied
these truths, and was built .upon 'them; so that the
denial of thenl would overthr,ow 'all her religion~ This
was the God she loved, and ch~se' for her portion, in
the servi~c and enjoyment of whon} she placed bel·
~appines·s. ,

l'he sovereignty of God in the exercise of his grace
in the salvatioll of sinners, and their aBsolute and entire
dependence 011 his sovereign pleasure, while he has·
mercy 011 whom he. will have tuercy, and bardeneth
wholn ~e·will, and all the truths implied in this;were
f:lmiHar to hel~ Ihipd, and constantly ackl1owledg~d,ex-
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plicitJy or by implication, in all her exercises. In these
are included the doctrine of the di'Vine decrees, respect­
ingall things; and of particular election;' and a
universal and parti~Qlar providence, ordering: and
directing every evenl\ from the greotest to the least.

She had a very sensible conviction and belief or the
universal 8PQstacy' and total depravity of mankind,
grounded on the testimony of the divine oracles, -and
her own observation and'experience. Her own moral
depravity, the strength, odiousness and criminality of .
it, was a constant burden to her, and the cause of bet­
humiliation, feeling tbat it was all her own- inexcusable
wickedDe.s; fol' which' -she} deseTved ·to be cast: off by
God, and perish. for ever: to' which a\!fnl de,strllGtion
she considered every sinner as certainly gping, ,vho
lites and diea iu impeniten~e. Anti she knew ~hat

Done but a divine,'81mighty,~infiDitely wise and grilcious
Redeemer' could deliver from this state of dept'avity
and guilt, aDd form lier to perfect holiness. And, in
the view of this she saw, admired end praised the infi­
J:lite, wonderful grace "displayed in the .salvation of '

r sinners. The reader will sec ali. these truths and
exercises exhibited in II. .clear and striking manner in
her writings. -

T-he view and sense she ~ad or the exceeding, inex·
preS6ible wickedness of her heart, and the strength and
great degree - of corruption or it, expressed in such
stroltg and sfriking languag~ as she often uses, 'some
'may think to be inconsistent "itl\ grac~ or the new
heart, "which is described in the .Bible; that> she was
either, deceived, and magnified :i)er O\V~ depra"Vity
beyond the truth, or was -not- a \1'eal ehristian. But
8uchan opiniQn will doubtless appear to be·g.l'Qundless,
,,.hen it is considered that real holiness of heart is
c.o·nsistent with a- great degree of remainin~ lnoral
depravity, which may ,at times most sensiblY exel·t
itself, e'en in the heart of the most eminent christian,
in this'life; "The tlelh lusteth ag3inst the Sp~rit, and

, the Sj)jrit agaiJlst the flesh: and these are contrary the
one to the other, so'that ye cannot do the things that ye

. wouJd," is the charac~rwhich the ~postle PanI ~ave of
t:very cllristiaD. And' 'the greater degree of lrUt; holi-

- 16,
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n~ss the c~ristian has, the more clear and painful
discerning lie will have 'Of l.be remaining depravity and
corruption of his own.heart j and the more hateful and
dreadful it will appear.. Hence it follows, that the most
eminent ch'ristian sees more of the sinfulness -of his own
heart, and laments it moret t'han those w Iro bave not
~ttained to so great a degree of holiness'. '. Mis~s, Antho­
ny's conviction aDd exercises of this kind, therefore,
Were 60 .far from being imaginary, or an evidence that

. she was not a christian, that' they are a testimony. of
her great proficiency in the .christian life, and that
knowledge of her own heart, which they who have not

I 80 much holinesst and ~consequently have leu ,:iiscern­
ingo, do not attain to.; and which might he reasonably
expected in so eminent a christian; in which -she
inlitated that great saint, the apostle Paul, in his expres­
sions of the depravity of bis own heart~ Rom. vii. 13.
to the end -of ~he chapter"; which descripti~n,some, it
is to be feared, from too .little acquaintance with their
..own hearts, have thought it .could not apply to any true
christian, 'especially t9 one so e8\inent as. the aP.Qstle
Paul. -, .

Under a clear and most sensible~'convictionofher
infinite ,guilt ana ill desert,- abd 't.he. uuspeakablyg.reat
and awful depravity of her heart, she cordially embraced"
the ·doctrine of,pardon,. justification and complete
~'edemption, by the atonement 81)d righteousness of
'Jesu~ Christ, to be obt~ined by f~~h in him. And on

, his mediat ion, po,ver, wisck?~..and free grace alone did
she refy forsatva\loll ";froatl·guilt, ~oral depravity, and
all e\'il. .','~ . .

She fil'mlybe,J.ieved that ,tbe, covenant '0£ grace does
contain a promise tQ everY~'beiiever "0 Christ, that they
shall be kt:pt by. tbe:pow.er. of God, through faith, unto
salvation. And that, .at the ileath ,·-of the body, the
friends of Christ enter int~ a state of-perf~ct. holiness
afld unspeakable happiiless~ which shall never end; but
shall increase to the tim~ of the generat"resu'rrection,
and the day of j\ldgmentt and from thence -f~r ever.
And that the pW1i~hmentof all who die ill their sins,
will be inconceivabiy dreadful, ~nd without end.
. Every· one "he ~hatl re~d What bas been produced
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Irom her writings \vill see that all her religious exercises
weTe in the view and belief of these doctrines, and t~tlt­

tRe latter were the foundation of the former. ~

AND now the nature, 'kind and complexion of these
,exercises and ait'ections must be considered, as they'
appear and 'are expressed in her "t'ilings, in which the
genuine religious feelings and motiolls of her heart ate
exhibited. -

At first vie'w, they appear not to be selfish; but to
consist summarily in that disinterested" love which
&eeketh not her own; and al~ those religious a·tJ'ections
which are implied in this-In disintel'~sted,benevolent ­
regard to God, and the Redeemer, ~is glory, interest
and kingdom,--In complacenc.e and (telight in the divine
character, . loving God for what he is in himself, as

- ~xhibited ·in his 'Word' and wo.'ks; in the ex~r(,i8e of
which Jove she with pleasure devoted herself to God,
~and gave herself away to h.lm, with ail she was, and
could do, to be used by him for his glory and the ad~

Vancement of his .c.hurch and kingdom, making this
her highest and onlY end, and placing her whole interest

. and happiness in it.
And this disinterested, benevolent, c.onlplacential,

grateful affection, to God and the Redeemer, united
her heart to the disciples of Christ, and his chur,ch,
with peculiar and strong' affection) and filled hel- with
good \vill and compassion to mankind ; accompanitKi
with ardent longings to be conformed to God in true
holiness, and to have the most complete.and uninterrupt­
ed knowledge and enjoyment of him: at the same time
acknowledging her own infinite unworthiness of the
least favor, humbling herself before God for ~er sins
and depravity of heart, in the exercise of deep repent­
ance and brokenness of he·al~t ; feeling herself to be a .
mean, contemptjb)~creature; admiring the aston-ishing

~ .free grace of God in she~ing mercy to such a one; !
accompanied \vitb a humble, unconditional submission
to the will of God, being pleased with all his laws and
llis government, and j-ej3icing that the Lord· docs
r_~ign. .

.~...

L·· .......:.;. "t:.•~ - , __~
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A ND in jhe view arid belief of thc:= d~ctrines which
IH~vc been mentioned, and others ·which are il1lplied in
thenl ; and in the exercise, and from the influence o~
those aff~ctionsno,w hl'ielly described, shemad~ a public
pl'oft-ssion of religion, and(jQined to a church of Christ,
entering into a solemn covenant to live it:' obedience to
Christ; in attending upon all his institutions, and in­
the· practice of'the duties which h~ requires. of bi.
fol1o\vers.. In which public dedication of herself/to the
Lord, and,- union to a cbristian church, she always
reJoiced, as an inestimable Ilrivilege : and 'continued -to
walk in an the ordinances of 'the Lord blameless, unto
her d~ath; adorning the doctrine of Christ..

She excelled in th~ practice of devotion &nd prayer,
tln~ could not live cQmfortablywhen de.prived of op­
portunity and conveniell~e for retirerp'ent and secret
devotion, in meditation, readi,ng the Bible' and prayer;
and devote~ many ~bole days to secret fastil!g and
prayer.. She highly prized' the christian Sabba~b"and

8ttendal1ce on public \vorship an,d the Lord's Supper. ;
and ,vas very careful and, diligent i~ her preparation for
attendance on these importallt, and to her, delightful
institutions.. 'She diligently improved the 'advantage!
and opportuni'tits she had to study and read,and gain
religious knowledge, in w hieb she made gr,eat a~vances.

-She was~ temperate and abstemious ill eatin~ and
drinking, carefully denying .berself of every thing o(
t~l1S kind; which she (Quod had' tile least tendency to
unfit her f1>f incumbent duty. And in her apparel she
desired nothing f9f the sake of shQw; but put on
modest clQ.thing, and s-ought ~o more than to appear
cleanly and decent; -""hile- her ornament ,~as a meek
and qUi.et spir!t, attended with good ",or~s.... _.

She was Dot talkative; but free in conversation with
parth:.uJar friends j. especially on matters of religion.
She was always on bel" gual~ against backbiting and
speaking evil of otHers, which she gr_eat~y .abhorred,
wh~n it ~tq..ok place in her ·he~ting. She was a faithful
'friend, who luightbe saft:Jy relied upon, that she \\'ould
not betray the confidence reposecl in her, b)- .{livulging
auy. S~cfets, or ip any other way. .. . .

~he was conscientio\1sly concerned to perform all
v·
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relative duties; diligent and faithful in her proper
business. "Vas kind and compassionate to the aiRicted,
the poor and destitute; and not onty prayed for them,
but was ready and glad to minister to their relief and
comfort, so fa1- as she had' opportunity and ability. She
w~s forward to do all in her po,,,er for the su pport of
the gosl>el: and though .she had not much to contribute
for this. end, yet she did more in this way, doubtless,
than most of the opulent, in the sight of Him who
asserted this of # the pOOl' widow contributing only one

'felt-thing. And her beneveolence extended to all mhn­
kind, even to her eneluies. Witness her writings and·
prayers.

AND, now, wl~o can seriously attend to all this, and'
not ~e sensible that it must be true l eeligion·, if there
be any such thing as religion, consisting in doctrines
ancl truths believed, and internal atfec.tiQns and exer-

.elses, and external conduct, answeral1le to. them ?
Surely there can be no opposite or different sentiments,
affections and conduct, ,vhich agree ,,-jth the Bible, or
with tru th and reason, or tbat can render a person truly
excellent, am.able and useful. rfhese differ So essen··
tiany in nature and kind, that they'may .be easily
distinguished from all those religious appearances, and
pretences which are built ~n falsehood and delusion.
'Chey are of a different and opposite nature; especially
those religious affections, ,vhicb are wholly selfish, and·
therefore contracted and Dlercenary. , ,

'fhis example, which appears to be copied from the
Bible, and shows' in what christianity consists, wnen
1"educed -to practice, as distinguished from all spurious
and false religion, does at the same time demonstrate
the excellency of it, and that it is indeed a divine institu- '
tion, adapted, ,as nothing- else is, or can be, to Taise
depraved sinners from the, depths of deformity, g.uilt'
and woe, to all that perfection-, glory and happiness) df
which their nature is capable.

III. raE example and character of tbis person is
worthy of the particular attention and itnitation of ,oung
jI~O/lk.
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, 'She devoted herself to the &ervic~ of -Chris\ in her
youth. And who is there that Ctln refuse to approve
and applaud her choice? How amiable and happy does
~he appear! l-Iad sh~· inade an opposite choice~ and
neglected religion in the pur~uit of.sen!iual gratifications,
and the indulgellce of pride and a worldly tl)ind, giving
lacrself up to the levity; vanity~.and fol1y,/whic~ comr
lnonly take pJace in the companies and conversation of
youth; without any concern for hersolll and future
~xistence,or proper impl~ovementof her mrntal powers,
bow mean, despic~ble and miserable would she have
been! I~tt youn,g persons attend t6 the contrast, and
learn wisdom. 1"he only way properly to 'en)arg~ the.ir
nlental capacities; to put on true worth -and dignity ;
to be happy here,and for ever, is to devote themselves
to the service of Cht"ist. Ido\v amiable is early piety!'
\Vhat a happy-foundation does it lay for improvemeot
i.n-every worthy a~ulinment, and tf'Ue enjoynlent ; wh,ich
will issue in distinguished glory and happiness for evet:!
Can you begin too S90n to b~ reasonable, amiable.and
happy, and to lay up this eV'erlasting trea.6ure in heaven?

'rhe cOUrse wtiich l\'liss :Anthony t~ok from her youth t

and the life she Uved" was attended with many paios
and distresses, as the reader will 'ob~erYej b~t as these
\Vel~e necessary, and., the way which her wise and kind
Savior too~ to cure lier of her mpral disorders, end fit her
for heaven; and were attended with a real enjoyment and
llappiness, \vhich. unspeakahlysurpasses all the happi­
ness they do or can enjoy, who are strangers to truCl
religion ; these . difficulties and pains. whicp attencj it,
do not afford the least re~on or excus.e for neglc;cting
it for a mQment. Consistent witll.all thia, the yoke, t.h-.
service of Cllrist, is easy, an~ ,his burdel:1' ligl1t. _

It is also true that if youth devote themselves to r~li.

~ion, they~ay expect to be ol/erlooked;if not despised,
by \v~rldly.people, as disagreeable to. them, and un~

"rol'thy their company, w~o .ar~ pursui~g .only th,;
l)!casures of sense, and the enjoyment 'of th~ thing~# ~f

this \vorld, as th~ great and only good, and are fond of
the enchanting· ~muaement8, gaiety,' grandeur.. ~d
rich~. of this ,vorld. But- how Jittle and light, ~ tlliDB
it is to bewho)~y nellectcd or ~espisedby s~ch dQlu~e~
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. rools i·-·when it is only for that character and conduct, ..
for which they ought to....esteem, I..ove and caress you;
and lor which you have the approbation of 1-:leaven,' and
of all the wise and good on earth! And at the saIne

-~ time you are feasted with a rich and delicious entertain­
lnent, and- are going into complelet enilles's happiness,
''''bile they are attempting to satisfy themselves with
hUikrt, and are plunging into endless n}iseri~s !
, If th,e- ~ay" rich and great of this ,vorld) ,vho are
strangers to real piety, who delight in show and parade,
to glitter in costly array, and shine at balls and assem~

blies, and know no higher good than the enjoyment 9£
.web -companie,s; the diversions of the theatre, stage,
or card tabJe,.!~ding romances, or idle, senseless chat:
if those of this: character, whether men or women,
should know how much more r~al worth and excellence
alJ those who are eminentl)· pious· do possess, than
themselves.; how highly esteemed and beloved all such
!ire ill heaven; and how mean, foolish and despicable
they appear in the iight of the Sayior, and all his true
friends; they would either be ashamed uf themselves
and repent; Of' their hearts \vould be filled with ,envy,
rage and blasphemy!

FINIS.
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·.AI the sign of the BIBLE, Insurance lJuildings,

Exchan!e-Street; P~RTL ANn";;;;;' .

KEF:P constan,ly on hand a large and ex-
. . tensive assortment of Law, Theological,.

Classical, Medical and Miscellane~us .

BOOKS:
w-hich they offer to the public by ·the wholesale -~

or retail on the most liberal terms. . I •

AMONG WHICH ARB THE POLLOWJJlG:

Carey's' large Bibles of the various prices and
. qualities. . . _ ~ -. , .

· Bibles with Canne's Notes.
Common Bibles. \

Pocket do.
rrestaments-Psalm ..books.
Milner's Ecclesiastical History, 4· vols. .. .
Newton's Works, a superior edition, 6 vols.
Edwards' Warks.
Walker's Key.
Miss Smitl1's Fra.~ments.

l\lrs. Montap;u's Letters. .
rl·he \v~~ks of 'Valier Scott, Esq. viz.'-Mar­

mion; ,Lay of the Last M~Bstrel, Lady of t.'Ie
Lake, with a lilteqess-of the Author. .

Be~tttieJs \Vorks, two prices.
Scott's t-:ssays•.
Salith's Letters to Belsham.



BOOKS.

"

... !'-

.•

\Valker's Dictionary; th~ee different ec\itions."
'Vebster's do. I'. ~

!)erry's . do.
Murray's do.
Flavius Josephus.'· '
Morse's Universal Geography, ,,2 valse

Do. abridged.
Parish's Modern Geograp~}p.

Adams' Lectures.
KJopstock's Memoirs. '
Fenelon· on.~loquence.
-Walker on Elocutioll.
'I"ru'mbull's HistOI)T -of the United States.
Memoirs of Mrs. Emerson. , . . ...
Weems' Life of General Washington.
Emerson's F:vangelical Prim~r, by the .hll~1r

- dred, dozen or single.
Canlpbell'sl·Poems, 2 vols. ..
W t:bber's Matheinatic~ 2 vols.
'Kinne's Arithmetic.
Sch~lar's Do.
\Valsh's Do..
Pike's Do.
Johnson's 'four to the Hebrides.
Boswell's Life of Johnson. .
Buck's Dictionary of the Bible•.
-- Miscellanies. .. .
-- Religious Expe{ience.)·. #

Pilgtim's Progress;. "~ ~/,;.t

·l\1ason on Self-Knowledge.,.;'
, Scott's f"orce of Truth. .

-Co\,~per:'s W OTks. -­
Milton's7 Paradise Lost.

~ .. . :*.-;. \Tarious kinds of School.nooks, Sta-
tionary, &..c. . . .



The· At,rierican Reader,.
A new readiotf book for scho~ht'iand academies. By·

-ASA. LYMAN, A•••-l"o be sold as above, by. the hun­
dt~dt dozen, or single.-Price, S28 per hundred in
sheets-62'; cents single. full bound-56 cents, half
bound-44 cents, spelling-book. binding.

. . ,Recommendations of the a'boroe work.
.~..... HAVING t:xamined' Rev., Mr. Lyman's" American
.. )leader," we. state it as our opinion that the selec- \

. t~n is.well m.a.de, that -'the plan. is ~judicious and­
pecw~arly adapted to schools, and that the work is ,

, ~. ~q~~e~g.of public patronagt:: and we hereby recom­
mei1d the work as an excellent reading book for schools
ana academies.

Samuel Deane"
PJlstor of the First Congregational Ch.urcb in· Portland.

Samuel Freeman,. .
Judge of Probate tor the COWlty ot'Cumberland.

William Martin,
One oftJ.le Tni8t~S ot'Bowtloin Co~ege•

.Elijall "Kellogg, .-
Ed\vard" Payson, ..

Colleague ~a~tor8 of the Seconc,l· Congregational Church in
Portl~nd. . .

;- Nathan S., S. Beman,
_Pastor of the T.hlrd C~ngrega.tio~al·ChU\"ch in Portland.

Francis Brown,
Pastor of the First Congregational.Church in North-Yarmoutb..

William G!egg,
Preceptor of the Academy in Portland.

Letter receivld..by the comflil-er .from" Rev .. Dr. Paria/l,
. Byefield,and B"tllji.,min .I1.1(en,L •.L.D: ;erec~/ltor of Dunl-

-mer Academy. . _ " .
• . Byf'jield, Septemher 28, 1810.

-lJl$,.d R SIR,. .

" , WE· have cursorily examine,l your "American
Reader..',' ''fhe compilatiOn is made. fl~m respectable

'- .authors, and we think it in general calculated to make

••



RECOMMENDATIONS.·'

a profitable imprellidh on the minds of childre){ and' to
be a useful t100k in our schools-

Witll muc~ respe~& w~ are, dear Sir,
your affectionate friends,.

ELIJAH PARISH..
BENJAMIN A~L~N.

--·.-x·------
Letter I() tile compiler from Doctor Cbark, Coffin~ ~t.

ctptor tI/... Gorham 4cademy-

DEAR srR, Gorham, October 9, 1810.
J HA.VE" run through" The American Reader·'

-with as much atteQtion, as the time I could- spare,
wjJuJd permit.". I have no hesitation' in expressing a
favorable opinion. of ti.'e work, cO1tside ring ~t a· .,err j u­
diciotls" and chaste aclection, well caculated to promote
the a,rt-of reading, 'and at the aa~e time to impress on
the minds of youth moral and religious sentiments. I
wish you 8UCCCS$ in its publ;cation.
. Respectfully your's. ~

CHARL~S COFFIN.---.•.::::.'-_.....-
Addres8ed to the cotnpiler, fr.o~ Rev.. Y08e/lh Rmer81Jn,

Beverly, autnor gf Ih~ " Evangellc'al Primer."-

Bewrly, O~tolJer 16, 18rlO.
R~er~nd and dl!arSir,",-

\VITH much sa.tisfaction-l have attended to the sheets, with
which you have favored me. The perusal was rendered· pecu­
liarly pleasing by anticip.ting. the adva.Jltage&, which, I trust
many thousands will derive from your· book. From ~e~lngabout
h~lfof the \\90rk, I judge favorably of the rest.. Your selections
Qf words· for speHing and defining. l believe to~ be upon the best

-posaiLle plan: 1 hope these selectioDS will greatly promo~e the
excellent practice of deflQing words, wbic)1 Las been lately in..
troduced into some of our schools; a p,actice~ which appears
calculated to anawer the principal and _8t important ends, gen­
erally derived from two or tllree years study of'" the..Latit~ lan­
guage. On the whole, I do not hesitate to give it as my opinjon,
that" The American Readert is better calculated to improve
the pupil in dIe art of, reading, .end to assist him in acquiring
the most useful ~owledge, than any othe}" book of the kind. \

( JO~B.~H EMERSON.
" /., ~ f ;",,/,4 '

.. ~ ..tl..~
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