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. THE?
LIFE AND CHARACTER
MISS SUSANNA ANTHONY.
S

SECTION 1.,

A genersl sketch of her life and character ; as an introduction
to a more particular account taken from her own writings.

MISS SUSANNA ANTHONY, was born at New-
port, on Rhode-Island, on the 25th day of October, 1726.
Mr. Isaac Anthony, her father, was a native of Rhode-
Island. When he was young, he went to Boston to
learn the trade of a goldsmith. There he became
acquainted with Miss Mercy Chamberlin, whom he
afterwards married, and settled in Newport, where they
lived about sixty years together. They had seven
daughters, five of whom survived their parents, but no
son. Susanna, who was their youngest daughter except
one, lived with her parents until they died, which was
between forty and fifty years. She wat never married.
Her parents were of the denomination called Friends, or
Quakers, in which way she was educated, untii she was
about fifteen years old, when she was the subject of a
series of remarkable exercises, of which she has given
a particular account’; which will be inserted inr the next
section, together with her making a public profession
of religion, and joining to the first Congregational church
‘in Newport, of which the Rev. Nathaniel Clap was then
pastor, where ghe continued a member, until her death,
which was nearly fifty years; and was a distinguished
and eminent instance of piety and strict “religion, in
every branch of the duties of Chtistianity, so far as they

-



4 LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY.

could be exercised, acted out, and discovered, in hef
situation and circurostances in life. She appeared
wholly, and in a distinguished degree, devoted to- the
cause of Christ and pare religion ; and was a remarka-
ble example of devotion, benevolence, and christian
friendship ; of self-denial, sobriety, modesty, humility,
industry,and of a careful circumspection and conscien-
tiousness in all her concerns and conduct. She being
greatly attentive to her Bible, and all 'other means of
instruction which she enjoyed, attained an eminent
degree of discerning and knowledge of the distinguish-
ing doctrines and duties of Christianity. And, as she
was greatly attentive to practical religion, and constant-
ly studied the Bible in this view, always exercising her-
self to have a conscitnce void of offense, both townrds
God and man, she wasremarkably judicious, as a casuist,
and greatly helpful to her friends, who applied to her.in
doubtful and difficult cases of conscience. All this will
be better and more particularly exhibited by the extracts
from her writings, which will be produced in the follow-
ing sections : but cannot, even in this way, be fully
cxpressed, or setin that clear, affecting, and amiable
light, before the public, in which she was seen, loved,
and admired, by her particular and intimate friends.
Her bodily frame and constitution was so feeble and
delicate, from her youth, that she was not equal to any
business, which required a considerable degree of
strength and exertion. She was, therefore, chiefly em-
ployed in the use of her needle, in which she was expert
and skilful, and by which she was able to support herselfy
when she enjoyed her health, of which she was deprived
for a number of years, from about the twentieth year of
her age, and fell into very painful and distressing disor-
ders of body ; so that she appeared to herself and others,
many times, to be dying, or near to death ; and her
physician and friends thought she could not survive
hev disorders, which attended her scveral years, except-
ing some short intervals of respite. This is mentioned
here, as it may render some part of her diary, which
will be u'anscnbed, more imelligible to the reader. But
she was, in a great measure, relieved from these dis-
tressing disorders, and enjoyed a degree of case and
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health in the latter part of her life ; though she was
always feeble, and subject to turns of painful maladies.

When the war, between Britain and America, com-
menced, sheldeft Newport, and went into the country,
where she spent great part of her time, until that .war
was nearly closed ; part of which time she spent in
teachmg the chlldren in the fumilies in which she lived, -
and in kéeping a small school ; in which she appeared
to be greatly serviceable, and obtained the approbation,
gratitude, and esteem, of those who employed her.

After the war, she lived at Newport to the time of
her decease, a comfort, and greatly useful to her friends,

- earnestly endeavoring, in her sphere, to promote the
cause of truth and Christianity in the world, and more
especially in the religious.society with which she was
connected ; to whom her death is justly considered as
an unspeakable loss.  But, with respect to the people
in general, the words of the prophet may be applied, in
this instance : ¢ I'he righteous perisheth, and no man

“layeth it to heart ; the merciful are taken away, none
considering that the righteous is taken away from the
evil to come.”

In the month of June, 1791, her youngest sister was
taken sick with a peripneumony ; and as she had Lut
one more sister then living, who was out of town,. she
went and attended her.in her sickness, which préved
mortal, and she died in about a week. On the day in
which her sister died, she was sclzcdﬁvnh the same dis-
order, which put an e¢nd to her life also in one week. -
The disorder, with which she died, was violent from
first to last, and uncommonly distressing ; so that she
-was not able to say much in this her last sickness. She,
however, said to her christian friends, that she desired
to bless God, that she had nothing of those conflicts,
which she had befor: sometimes feared ; but her soul
did, with a sweet calm and confidence, rest on Jesus
Christ, without the least doubt of her union to him, and
of her happiness in his kingdo for ever. Thus she
died, on the 23d of June, 1791.

el ¢, | GE——e

'AFTER she had mad. a public pxofessmn of rchgxon,

she felt & strong desire to serve Christ, in an entige and -
,‘*
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constant devotedness tp him, in promoting his interest
and kingdom, the good of his people, and the salvation
of men. This led her seriously to consider in what
way, and by what means, she, in her situation, and cir-
cumstances, could best answer these ends. She wasa
poor, obscure person, and had no prospect of obtaining
much of the things of this world, so-as to do much good-
by supporting the gospel or dlsmbutmg to the reliefof
the indigent.. She did not expect to rise into general
repute, or fo any publie station, by which she could
have oppottunity of extensive influence : and her
~ natural capacity she considered as small, and she was
« destitute of the advantages of education, which many
had.

After'a careful and conscientious attention to this
subject, and much earnest prayer for direction, daily
crying to God, in the language of Saul,/when he was
converted, ¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do " she

- was led to conclude that she could serve the interest of
Christ, and of his church, and promote the good of her
fellow men, more; by devoting herself tg grayer, than in
any other way, of which she was capable. And as, in
ber circumstances, she was in a great measure free
from domestic cares, and had opportunity to spend
much time in retirement, she thought it was her duty
to devote as much time as could be spared from her
particular employment, and necessary avocations, in
Airayery not only for herself, and all her particular friends
and near connexions; but more egpecially for the
prosperity of the church of Christ, and the advancement
of his kingdom in the world, until all nations, Jews and-
Gentiles, should be converted, and brought into it ; in
which, prayer for the ministers of the gospel was includ-
ed, that they might be filled with the spirit of Christ,
and abundantly assisted and succeeded ; and that the
head of the church, and Lord of the harvest; would
raise up and send forth faithful laborers into his har-
vest, &c.

For this exercise, she frequently set apart whale
days, when her circumstances wonid admit of it, and
especially wnen there appeared to her to be a particular
call for prayer : and spentthem in secret fasting and
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prayer. And she used to spend the afternoon and even-
ing of the last day of the week in this exercise, when
Bot prevented by some uncommon circumstance ; also
the morning of the Sabbath.

Before she was sixteen years old, she joined a society
of women, w v yer, read-
ing;and religious conversation ; and whe devoted the

aft¢iiuon, BNce 10 a month, to this.gxercise ; and spent
at YOBSY; f6UFWRGIE Jays 1n a year, in fasting and prayer
together. Of this society she was a distinguished-
member, as long as she lived ; by whom she was greatly
beloved and esteemed ; and they received much com-
fort and edification from her conversation and prayers.
In the latter, especially, she was distinguishedly emin-
ent ;- and, at particular times, had such enlargement
ang access to the throne of grace, that she would pray
an hour and a half; or more, with such engagedness
and fervency, without any repetition, with a flow of
words expressing the most pertinent and affecting ideas,
and.with such a natural connexion, and progression
from one to another, that none who joined with her
would appear to be tired, but all pleased, affected and
edified : and felt a consciousness that none could have
an adequate idea of what passed at such times, who,
were not pfesentyas a full descriptian of the holy fer-
var, the clear view of invisible things, and that nearness
to God, while she poured out her heart before him,
which she discovered, cannot be made by ‘any narration
of them. . .

In the practice of this important duty, she excelled
most christians, and in an eminent degree confornyed.
to the following apostolicinjunction :  Praying always,
with all prayer, and supplication in the spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverence, and supplica-
tion for all saints ; and for me,” for the ministers of
the gospel, in particular. And she had many remark-
able answers to her prayers ; many instances of which
she has recorded in her diary. Some of which will be
transcribed ftom her private writitgs ; and the.whole
thiat has been mentioned under this head wiil be thereby
in some measure iliustrated. Particularly by the fol-
lowing, which may most properly be inserted here,
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The firstis dated June' 27, 1749, which was in the
twenty third year of her age.

““ Now would I adore God.. Marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty! I have renewed occasion
to praise thee, and to livé devoted to thy service and
glory. And now determine, the few remaining days

. of my life, through thy grace assisting, shall be Tenew-
edly devoted to thee.

“1In the year 1744, in September,"" I came to a ﬁxed
resolution to spend some days in a year to seek God’s
favor to a miserable world ;. for the bringing in of the
Jews and Gentiles, and the advancement of the king-

. dom of Christ in the world. And likewise some time
of one day in every week. to pray for the ministers of
the pospel, and the whole church of God, militant.

- Besides other days of fasting and prayer, which I kept
more especially for my own soul, I determined not to
forget them.

« And I remember my soul followed hard after God,
day and night, that the gospel might reach the utmost
ends of the earth, in its saving power and efficacy on
the souls of men; entresting that God would stir up
bowels of cumpassion in his ministers and -children, to
unite their addresses to him, on this account. Nor can
Y ever forget what access God condescended to grant
me, it pleading that the Holy Spirit might be” poured
out on his children, that they might not cease to wrestle
and cry mightily to God, until he make Jerusalem a
praise in the whole earth.

¢« And I have now met with an account, Wthh came
from Scotlang, that in the same year, in_November,
they came to a umited agreement to spend the first
Tuesday in each quarter of the year ; and some part
of Saturday night, and Sabbath day morning, in this
exercise. Which account or desire, 1 never met with
until very lately : nor had I ever heard of such a-thing

“being thought of. Which makss me conclude the
motion came from the Sp\rt of God ; and the agreement
was in answer to prayer.’ !

The following, which is found in her diary, dated
March 28, 1754, relates to the same subject ; -and
shows that she continued in this resolution and practite.

- < * In the 17th year of her age.
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“ Lord, thou hast the residue of the Spirit. O, pour
it out upon a sinking world. Where, O, where is the
Lord God of Elijah? Ard where his promises ? Art
not thou Ae 2 And wilt thou not arise ? O strengthen
my faith, and enable me to wrestle, day and night, for
the good of thy chosen. O Lord, Jehovah, pour out
thy Spirit on me, and on all thy people. Let thy Spirit
fit me for the work, and 1 will devote my life to the duty
of prayer and supplication for all men. O, accept of
this recovery of health, which I devote to this exercise.
Only do thou, Lord, qualify me for the sacred, solemin
cxercise, and I dismiss every other scheme or project,
and make this the grand pursuit of my life. = O assist
me, or I retract. For I cannot persist without thee.
For I should surely bring on myself a tiresome burden,
1 should either faint, and drop the purpose ; or lengthen
out a formal, lifeless duty, neither pleasing to myselfy
nor for the glory of God, or the good of others.

% But, if this purpose be good in thy sight, O, pour
out thy Spirit and grace for this end : and then, Lord,

_behold, here I am. I allow no reserve. Furnish my
mind with arguments ; raise-my soul with desire ; and
let faith and hope animate 1y heart. O God, if thou
wilt accept me, in this way, by thus qualifying me for
it, thou, Loord, shalt have the glory. But, O, suffer me
not to attempt in my own strength.  Lord, empty me
of self. 1 desire w0 seek and serve thee; yet I fear
offering strange fire ; or, with hasty Uzzah, unprepar-
edly, or uncommissioned, to touch the sacred ark. I
know thou callest upon thy saints to cry mighti]y to
thee, until thou makest Zion the praise of the whole
earth: and througheut thy word art encouraging and
exciting thy people to wrestle with thee, in prayer, for
the glorious day of _thy power, when 'all iniquity shall
stop hemmouth, and the dear Redeemer’s kingdom shall
spread far and wide. O, do thou prepare thyself a sac-
rifice, and accept it, through thy dear Son.

s Blessed be God for any assistance. ILord, my soul
longeth for thy salvation. (), when shall I"sce the good
of thy chosen ! O, how sweet, to think of being at one
and_the same instant united in spirit, lifting up holy
hands without wrath or doubting, for ene and the same

-,
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cause and interest, with many of thy dear saints : and
the divine Spirit cementing us together, in the love of
Christ and one another !** . . .

The following is an extract from a letter, dated No-
vember 27, 1769, written above twenty years after the
foregoing, on the same subject, toa pamcular friend of
bers. By which it will appear how.conscientious she
was in this matter; and what fears she-sometimes
had, that she had engaged in this business, and prose-
cuted it with so much labor and so many conflicts. from
pride, or something wrong in her, which brought great
perplexity and distress on her mind, in which the accu-
ser of the brethren, the tempter, no doubt, had a great
hand.

I had a very strong inclination to write to you last
week : but I dare not. I wdsg even ashamed to see youy
or open my mouth before you, under my pressute of
mind. The case is this, dear sir, whlch I now take the
liberty to mention.

¢ After I had publicly given myself up to God, and
commenced a member of Zion, I felt some disposition
to study what I should render to the Lord, for all his
benefits ; and how I could, in my low and private
capacity, best promote his interest, and serve the church
of Christ.  Prayer and supplication appeared the only,
or chief way ; as good in that way might come more
pure and unsullied. Accordingly, ¥ devoted myself to
the service of the sanctuary, in this way, if God would
but accept and assist me herein ; though I should be
but as a burden-bearer. And herein I'thought my eyes
were not lofty, or my heart haughty ; neither would it
be to exercise myself in things too high for me; en-
couraged by the gracious acceptance of the offerings of
women in the tabernacle service.

“ And herem, I thought, God did gracwuslf conde-
scend to assist and bless me, and repeatedly dlspose me
to devote myself to the cause, in this way ; making it
a powerful motive to cleanse myself from all filthiness
of flesh and spirit. But I soon found great conflicts ;

. and it has often been suggested to my mind, that I
should never have any rest, so long as I persisted in
this way. However, 1 thought from a sincere desire
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for the glory of God, and the good of his church and
people, 1 could cheerfully submit to an aflicted and
conflicting lifey-if I might be assisted and accepted
herein. But sometimes, last week in particular, under
a sense of the violent efforts of the powers of darkness,
my own extreme vileness and weakness, as tow before
the flames, o1 as a leaf shaken by the wind, I am fearing
whether it was not from the pride and naughtiness of
my heart, that I submitted to conflicts. Whether it
was not like the aspiring disciples, when Christ asked
them, Are ye able to drink of the cup, &ec. ? 1 had,
through pride and arrogance, been saying, I am able.

¢ Under these views of myself, 1 have been much
dejected, afraid to move or stir. And now, my dear
siry if you have the least suspicionsat any time, of my
acting from this hateful, -detestable principle, pray
speak freely and plainly. For, though I think my
heart does not condemn me, as being wholly under its
reigning power ; yet I find it still works, to bring forth
fruit unto death. I think, if I know any thing about
myself, I have been, and am devoted to God ; all I am,
‘have, or can be, and do, to his glory= and that my
own comfort and happiness, is no farther so to me,
than as it promotes that : and that to be a consecrated
vessel, though of the meanest use, is my highest wish,
prayer and pursuit. I think I know no interest, but
his. Yet, I am not with a proud presumption to touch
the sacred ark, lest I do it to my own confusion. I.
koow 1 am to pray for the peace and prosperity of
Zion ; but the doubt is, whether I am called, in that
particular manner, to take its concerns on me, so as to
make it.the business of my life ; or whether to endeavor
to escape with [y own hfe,'or to work out my own
salvation, &c. is not the province God bas called me
to act in ; so poor, so weak and polluted a worm as I
am. Yet, I know I feel, whatever I am called to, I .
must love ¢hie Mount Zion, and must prefer the pros-
perity thereof sbove my chief joy.”

The attentxve, judicious reader of this, will not be at
a loss, it is presumed, about the answer, which she
received from her friend. -The invisible tempter; who
hates prayer, and especially those who live most in the

- 1
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sincere, engaged pracuce of it, took advantage of her

sense of her own meafiness, weakness, unworthiness

and depravity, to suggest that she had, in all her enga-

gedness in this duty, and in the manner in which she

had devoted herselfto it, aspired to that which did not™
become her, from the pride of her heart, almmg, here-

by, to dlSU‘CSS her, and’ discourage her from proceedmg

in this way.” His hand was very apparent in these

exercises of hers.

It will be ohssrved, by those who shall peruse her
writings, which are to be transcribed, that she consider-
ed the hand of satan to be apparent in many sugges-

_tions. which -were made to her mind ; and while she
ascribed many things of this kind to him, she . consid-
ered lrerself 1o be wholly to blame for every wrong vol-
untary exercise of her heart, or the least compliance
with such suggestions, and as much so, as if the tempter
had no hand in them. And that this was nat owing
to mere fancy and supevstition, or was in the least un-
reasonable, or inconsistent with the Bible, all must be
sensible, who properly attend to the mattery and ub-
serve that the. scriptures represent satan as an ad-
versary to all chrisians, a roaring lion, walk-
ing about seeking whom he may devour. And
they are said, in their christian warfare, to “ wrestle
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the'darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked-

‘ness in high places.”  And are called upon to put on
the whole armor of God, in order to withstand the wiles
of the devil.  And David and Peter, and many others,
were assaulted and tempted- by this adversary. No
wonder then, that when this person, in her youth, was
disposed to renounce the devil and his service, and
turn to the Lord, and seek him with engagedness of
mind, satan should so bestir himself, and exert all his
power and cunningy to deceive and destroy her, and
take all the advantage he could of her youth, want of
exper'rence, and small degree of doctrinal knowledge.
And it is reasonable to suppose that a person o emin-
ently devoted to religion and prayer, in opposition to
satan and his interest, as she was in the.after part of
life, should be, in a peculiar manner -ang degree, as-
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saulted by. the wiles of the devil ; especially, consider-
ing her situation and circumstances of body and mind.
They, who are most eminent in christian exercises, and
constant and engaged in watching and praying, are not
only exposed to opposition from satan, -in a peculiar
manner ; but doubtless are commeonly discerning and
sensible of his suggestions and assaults.

. These observations have been made, supposing they
may be of use to some who may read the following
sections, especially that which now offers itself to the
candid reader.

——

SECTION 11.

Contammg an account of the first part of her life, written by
herself in the 28th year of her age.

“ SOME observable passages in my life, especially
the first seventeen years of it; which I have collected
from some memorandums, and by the help ¢f my mem-
ory.; and now set them down, that I may with more
ease peruse them. ' And as they are designed for my
own use, I am no ways solicitous to omit any thing
that may look trifling, if I'think the recording it may
serve to animat= me, and excite that praise in my soul,
which is everlastingly due to the great author and fin-
isher of my faith.-- A desire to revive a sense of this
in my soul has led me to review what 1 bad formerly
written ; and to recollect what my memory did retain ;
and now to put them together in the order oftheir
dates, so that being in this compass, I might .readily
Jook over them, when 1 inclined, or needed it. And
here I have begun from my early days. O, may that
same divine Spmt, which has worked all my works in

ever excite the warmest sentiments of gratitude,
-@and wonder, whenever [ review thege records of
’ 'tﬁe" thvme, unmerited displays of his grace »
P > E———

1 _WAS early taught to. love, fear and serve the
Lord, My dear mother took great pains to form my
2- : ’
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mind for God. And blessed be God, who, by his Spirit,
followed the good advice, counsels and warnings ; early

convincing me of my sinful state, and of the corrupt °

fountain in my soul. The first sin that I remember to
have been convinced of, was pnde and this I saw to
be in my heart, and from thence it had proceeded into
act. I think I was then'between five and six years old.
And | remember I was very anxious to know whether,
if T grew good then, God would forgive me: atd'in-
quired of some of my friends, as to this matter.” In
general they resolved my question, and read the
elghteenth chapter of Ezekiel to me. - This put me
working with all my might ; and .keeping up good
resolutions. But conviction wore off, and I remember
but little of these concerns, until I was about seven or
eight years 6ld. Then conviction did revive. - I ‘saw
more of the sinfulness of my heart; but had no clear
knowledge of the way of salvation by Jesus Christ. I
knew Christ died for sinners ; but how we became in«
terested in his death, I was confused. 1 had, though
young, a set of notions of my own, and was excesswely
superstitious. 1 worked hard. I quarreled with; the
sovereignty of God. I remember, I felt my heart rise,
and my enmity worked violently, to find there. was
more joy over one sinner that repenteth, than over
ainety and nine just persons ; for 1 had worked up my-
self into smch a good cenceit of myself, that I really
thought I was one of the just persons. O shocking
jgnorance and presumpnon' But- Ged, who, I trust,
was determined to brmg me home, weuld not suffer
me ﬁnally to persist in this scheme : but did rhultiply
convictien. I forsook God, and fell into sinsyand was
roused again by convictions.

But, as to the particular circumstances of a change,
which I suppose to be about thistime, I cannot remem-
ber them. The most that I can remember is, that I
was in great distress about my soul; that I saw the
insufficiency of any thing I could do to save me. And,
about this time, had my heart much carried out after
. Christyand the way of salvation by him. And Iremember

to have been filled with comfort and joy in religion. I
should not think these things were sufficient evidences
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that I had experienced a work of grace in my souls

had I experienced notking more since that time : but

what I trust I have since known of a work of God in -
my soul inclines me tn think my soul was then brought

home to God ; that I then had true faith in God, if I

now have. I can much better remember the effects,

than the circumstances of these things. And they

were such as these : knowledge, faith and love, and

hatred of sin. .

As to my knowledge, though to this day I have
reason to be humbled to the dust that I know no more ;
and am often ready to ery out of my ignorance, that 1’
am ignorant as a beast before the Lord. Ah! woe is
me, that I know no more of God, and divine, spiritual
things. Yet my knowledge, however weak, is an evi-
dence to me, that God did then work a work of grace
in, my soul. For now I began more clearly to see my
wretched state by nature-and practice ; my need of a
Savior, and the way of salvation by him. My mind
was enlightened, and drank in many of the precious
truths of the gospel, about this time. And from this
time I had a cleaver knowledge of Christ as mediator,
one chosen by the Father for sinners, than before.

As to my faith, which is an evidence of my change.
After this time, which I suppose to be about the eighth
or ninth year of my age, I did frequently endeavor to
give myself up to God, casting all my concerns on him ;
embracing Christ as my only Redeemer ; resting on
him as my only high priest before God the Father.
And though, at this age, and under some disadvantages,
1 bad not a thorough doctrinal knowledge, which ren-
ders my experiences, at this time, far less clear, than
otherwise they might have been, yet the actings of
my soul towards God, appear since to me,as far as' I
can discern, to be the real actings of .truefaith.

Again, as to my Jove. Now was my soul taken up
in. admiring the glorious way of salvation by Christ.
He appeared truly amiable, as the Redeemer of lost
man. Nor was the Father’s love less wonderful, in
giving his Son to die. I can remember to have been
even wrapped up in ecstasy of love arid wonder. For
* some time my thoughts seemed oply to dwell and live
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s - . admirable views of -these things. I wondered
"1, were no more admired and spoken of by others.
i loved the word of God, took great delight in reading
ity and in_all the exercises of religion. My greatest
delight was to pour out my soul before God. I brought.
before him the minutest concerns of my life, and sought
his direction and blessing. dt was sWeet to me to eye
God in all 1did. . And God did graciously indulge my
love and sincerity, (though attended with many child-
ish weaknesses) and witnessed that he heard my pray-
ers. O! what enlargement did I now receive frem a
kind and gracious God ! And how was my soul taken
up in love to God and religion ! And in hatred of sin !
which is another evidence. 1 found a hatred of all sin,
as sin, contrary to a holy God. And remember to
have examined myself by that mark, and found it was
80, as far as I could find out; that I did hate sin, for
sin’s sake, and love holiness, for holiness’ sake. :

Thus I went on for some time, in the comforts of
religion, and in the practice of the duties of it, weary
.of the world, and longing after God ; desirous of the
salvation of others. In particular, I remember to have
the soul of my youngest sister much on my heart.
She was about six years and a half younger than I was;
and I used to put her to bed. And I made it my prac-
tice, when I had done, to kneel down, undiscovered, and
seek God’s special blessing, and constant protection for
her. O that (:od may fulfil my earnest requests -for
her.

But after somé time I began to lose these good im-
pressions, and get in love with childish vanities and

“plays. And thus my heart declined from God and duty.
Yet. for &ver blessed be God, who did not suffer me
wholly to lose these religious impressions : but followed
me with his Spirit, though I strove to disregard him,
sand follow my sports and plays, for which iy mother
.regroved me ; and I resolved against them § yet fell
" again. And thus I continued, often afraid and ashamed
to pray, until forced to it by some distressing provi-
dence : and then T would continue steady for a while ;
as when by a sudden stroke God took from me my cid-
est sister whom I greaty loved. I then flew to God
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for reliefand support ; and that the blow might be sanc-
tified to the whole family. Thus, when trouble was
nedr, I poured out my prayer to God. But,alas ! I
‘was not steady and constant with God. My heart, af-
ter all that God had done for me, and all I had engaged
for God, was now bent to backslide froin God, and
wonld have fatally apostatized from bim, had he not
“kept me by bis mighty power, from which none shall
. be ever able to pluck his children ; he having engaged
to carry on the work he has begun, will assuredly fulfil -
his purpose. This I verily believe; for otherwise I
‘had never been recovered-from such foul, ungrateful
wanderings. O, how long did God wait to be gracious!
How many merciss did he bestow on me ! How many
gentle reproofs | How many kind calls and entreaties
did he use ! But still I forsook the Lord my/Redeemer.
And now he began to hide his face from me, and suf-
fer satan to beset mie. My sins-appeared greateand I
was covered with durkness and coifusion. I appeared
to myself alazingly ignorant. And here satan strove
to persuade me that I had better let religion alone, until
I was olfler. Then I should know how to engage in it.
And I was tempted to believe all the darkness and
trouble I found was owing to my being so young, that
I had not sufficient knowledge to enguge in anp thing
of religion. O what distress was I now in ! 1 found I
could not cast off God, and the concerns of my soul ;
nor could 1 seem to pursue them to any purpose. F
had set iny band to the plough. and dare not resolvedly
look back, and cast off all thoughts of God and my soul;
nor would God suffer methus to do. No, adored he
the blessed God, who was now about tb bring mé near
himself. Satan had often suited his temptatian to my
¢hildish thoughts, and suggested that I could not be
contented if Iwent to héaven ; for I could not be con-
ténted here always in one place. I returned the ques-
" tion, how Isheuld be contented in hell ? But here he
suggested the variety of company, I remember. This
temptation followed me closely. But the other, con-
éerning my being too young to engage in religion, was
now very powetful. I found myself entangled in a
labysinth of ddrkness and cenfusion. God had justly
S Tge imaile

~
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hid Wimself from me. The teachings of- his spirit
seemed to be gone, and I groped in the dark. I found
not a fixed reliance on Christ, to carry on his work in
my soul; but oftecn engaged in my own strength g
and then was foiled. I was often ready to think, I
never would advise pne so young as I was, to set about
religion ; for I greatly feared 1 never should obtain
the favor of God ; but should make shipwreck of faith 2
not considering Christ’s care of his young, inexperi-
enced disciples ; thatthese havea peculiar intevest in
his most tender care ; and that his promise is to such
as seck him early, that they shall find him. Nor was
I sufficiently humbled upder my wicked departurg
from God.

O, had God now left me, what had I done, but
joined with satan, and utterly forsook the Lord ! But
hus he followed me with the convictions &f bis Spirit,
sometimes reproving; somctimes enlightening and |
encouraging me ; sometimes suffering satan to assault
me, until the year Y740,* when the Rev. Mr. White-
field came here. 1 attended his preaching, and was
quickened to give more diligence to make my calling
and election sure. 1 read more, and listened inore at-
tentively “to the truths of the gospel. And there being
more talk of religion now, 1 got more acquaintance
with the work of God in_the souls of his people, and
resolved more diligently to labor after a life of holiness,
and inward copnformity to God.

But here satan, as a lion rouscd;roared afterhis prey,
and beset me, to persudde me my day of grace was
over ; that all my strivings would not signify any thing ;

that God had cast me off. And now, as I had forscok

God, he justly poured anguish and terror into my soul :
. and I cried out with Heman, “ Jam ready to die;

while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. Deep calleth

unto deep at the noise of thy water spouts. All thy

waves and thy billows are gone over me ! Satan was

permitted to fill my mind with the most horrid blasphe-

mies. He that had, but ]ust before, tried to persuade-

e I was too young to be rchgmus, now turned his

temptalmn to_ persuade me it was too lafe; that I
: * She was then in her fourteenth year-
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should ncver obtain mercy ; that there was no hiope for
me ; that I had better curse God and die ! And again
-he would persuade me there was no bod, nor any thing
in religion. But, I felt the arrows of *God within me.
I roared, by reason of the disquietude of iny soul; and
was strongly beset to lay violent hands on myself, verily.

- fearing; if I lived, I should be a most blasphemous '
wretch ; being strongly and vioclently urged to utter -
some shocking itnprecations on God, and my own soul,
and every thing sacred. O.! how many hours have 1
spent bewailing a lost God, and a lost Heaven; crying
out,* I am undone ! I am undone ! condemned already,
and shall be damned ! Pleading with God to stop my
impious breath, before it uttered those dreadful Dias-
phemies. And I believea bloody inhuman butcher
wgld have becn more welcome to my tortured breast, -
than a reprieve to a condemned criminal. For satan
began to persuade me that I was a devil incarnate ;
that God had raised and set me up as a monunient of
his wrath and vengeance ;.and that; if [ lived, | should
but show the enmity, rage and language of héll.  Then
he_would persuade me to call God’s justice intb ques-

. tion, and impiously charge hlm with injustice, in suf-
ferimg me to live.

That threatening was come upon me, * In the morn-
ing thou shalt say, Would God it were-evening! And
at evening thou shaltsay, Would God it were morning !**
I was now on the brink of despair; but never had
opened my cese to any person.  -My friends, as I after-
wards found, were much distressed about me-; and
some feared I was going into despair. 1 had cast off
all regard for my budy. One of my hands, 1 had so
long neglected; only when 1 wrung it in distress, that
it began .to wither and pevish. I had scarce any com- .
mand or use of it. © This, with the horrors of my mind,
made me appear awkward and singular, to those who
knew not my case. And one sharply reproved me for
it, telling megshe was ashamed of me, before company ;
though this I shunned, and never would be seen,. if
could help jt. This usage, with satan’s viole
assaults, had been too bard for me, had not.God. gra-
ciously interpased, and brought good out of it. For this
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satan took the advantage of me, to worry and distract

- my soul. But L.had heard my dear parents lamenting

\

my case, with the utmost tenderness. And one repeat-
ed to them the treatment I had before met with. They
sharply reproved the action, and expressed tly:ir distress
for me, charging all to treat me with the utmost tender-
ness. -This worked powerfully on my affections. I
took the Bible and sat down to read. The first words
I met with were these, Psalm cv. 13. % Like as a father
pitieth his children ; so’the Lord pitieth them that fear _
him.” They appeared qmte new to me. I was filled
with a sense of the compassion and Iove of God, who
before appeartd as a terrible Being. ~ And now I
entertained some little encouragement. .

But, though the least gleam of hope was like life to
the dead, yet it did not last long. Satan had not g me
to the utmost of his permission. Though God merci-
fully afforded some supports, that [ might.not be quite
out done; yet, he wisely foresaw I needed more
pruning, before I should bring forth fruit: and, there-
fore, suffered satan still to vex my soul. Which liberty
he improved in thé most shecking and blasphemous
suggestions, that a cursed fiend could throw into my
mind. Every mercy was an occasion to dart them into
my mind; and T was even weary of my life The
thoughts of hell were not so terrible to me as those
blasphemies of God. But what added to my distress
was, that I thought these were the produce of my own
heart ; that it was from the enmity of my nature against
God, and not from satan, that they did proceed. This ad-
ded vastly to my distress : for I thought myself one of
the worst of monsters; and often wished that I might be
annihilated, and that I might never shew forth this
accursed enmity of my heart in hell. * O, it was a most
shdtking, tormenting thought to me, of joining with
devils ip.blespheming God and Jesus Christ; and I
thought if I was damned, I'wished I might bear my
torment, without an impious reproach om the blessed
God. Yea, I made this the matter of my prayer to God
and acknowledged his justice.

- Thus I continued. In the year 1741, the Rew. Mr.
Gilbert Tennent came here. He had been here before;

.
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but T had never heard him. But now I went. And
some of my friends, being much affected under the
word, expressed their concern to me, telling me, they
wished they had been as much concerned for their
souls, as they thought 1 was. This roused me. 1
burst into tears, and told them they did not know what
a dreadful creature 1 was ;: what dreadful thoughts I
bhad. And exclaimed against myself most terribly ;
assuring them they could not cnce think how bad I
owas.  But, O, how was I harassed and worried, after
I had told this to them ! Satan worked on my pride, to
make me ashamed that I had let any body know how
bad I was. I thought they would not think me fit to
live. 1 was ready to think every one would look on me
to be such 2 monster, as was never heard of before.
‘With many entireaties I was prevailed on, in the eve-
ning, to visit Mr. Tennent, But my mouth was shut,
T dared not speak a word, only yes, or no. Bat I gained
“light by this worthy minister’s preaching and conver-’
sation. For ever blessed be God that ] saw him.

But, after this, I was terribly distressed by these
words, ** He that made you, will not have mercy on you ;
and he that formed you, will shew you no favor.” Q,
the terrors of these words were like fire in my soul !
‘Again, satan persuaded me not to' pray for grace ; for
3f T had grace, I should be under such infinite obliga-
tions to God for it, and 1 should never live up to them,
that I should be worse off then than now. I could net
then see through the fallacy of this temptation. O, how
subtil is satan in’ managing his temptations ! First
darkening our minds, as to some powerful truths; and
then he suits his temptations so artfully that the most
judicious are sometimes nonplused. And no wouder
then, that a poor, ignerant babe, who knew but very little
of the doctrinal or experimental part of religion, was
so overpowered. And surcly I had been utterly cone
founded, bad not the Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord
mighty in battley, engayyd for me, supported and
sustained my soul. An instance of this I am now come
to. One night I was worn out with conflicts and
combats. Despairing of help, I wentinto my chamber,
and threw myself on the bed, unable to resist any
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longer; there to give up all hopes of meércy. -But T
fell asleep, so that I remembered no more, until the
next morning. I awaked with all my clothes on, as k
was the day before : but my mind was more composed.
1 was at first startled, that one under such distress could
sleep thus.. But I recollected that the disciples of our
Lord were said to sleep for sorrow of heart. Though
my inward trials were great now ; yet God graciously
afforded me timely relief and succor, more than I had
heretofore, or. perhaps T had failed under so long a
pressure of soul.

Again, I was distressed, and ﬂlmost‘ready to despaxr,
because my trials were of so long continuance ; and
my heart began to faint. Satan set in to persuade me
there was no hope for me, seeing I had been in this
condition so long, and was no nearer deliveraice than
at first. Now my soul was racked with tormenting
agony ; in which 1 took up the Bible, not knowing
what to do, or scarce what 1 did do. But, to my sur-
prise, I lit on these words, John v. 6. ¢ When Jesus saw
him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in
that case, he saith untohim, Wilt thou be made whole 2
Here 1 saw the compassionate Redeemer shewing his
compassion to one long distressed ; that this was no
obstacle in his way ; that, as his power was not limited,
neither was his goodness: but even this, that was an
objection-against my- hope, seemed to be- given here,
for some reason or motive that excited Christ’s pity.
“ When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been
a long time in that case,” %¢. This was my case. I
had been now_a long tinmie in a very distressed condition.
And if Jesus had compassion on Aim, why might he not
on me 2 From this I took encgouragement : the power
and gooduness of the kind Savior. My darkness vanish-
ed ; my distress fled; and I cast myselfon this gracious
God for help,. believing he would appear for me, and
show mercy, and bruise satan under iy feet. - O, how
did thls ‘revive my drooping soul, and cause me to
rejoice !

‘,‘“* But I was soon again plunged into terr 1ble distress.

- For, though satan was forced to flee, he soon returned
with redoubled fury on me. Yet, by these conquests

——
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of my Savior over him. 1 was kept from utter despair.
I was again assaulted, so that I seemed as one rea]ly
possessed of the devil: $For, when at secret prayer, 1
was se surprised, hirried and distracted, as to
start -right up, and run about, not knowing what 1 did,
or why I did it ; only that satan seemed to have the
full power of me. And sometimes some outward
things have been so managed, that I could not bt think
satan worked powerfully by these to affright and terrify
me : because, at the very instant that my mind has
been thrown iute the most amazing disorder and con-
fusion, seme outward surprisals have rushed on me, .
which could not be otherwise well accounted for. Yet,
blessed be God, satan was never permitted to present
any thing te my bodily eyes, or ears; nor did I ever
think 1 heurd any voice, or saw any vision, either from
hieaven or hell. - My fancy, or imagination, was never
carrled away, and so imposed on me, as to' think I heard
any thing, that had a peculiar respect to me, beyond*
what the word of God has revealed. And this I bave
oftgn thought of, with gratitude to God’; especla]ly
when I consider how prone my constitution is to the”
lively workings of fancy. Nor did the sweet comforts
‘of the gospel, and the joys I have since felt, proceed
from any such imaginary transports ; but, I trust, have
been agreeable to divine revelafion in the scriptures,
-and to reason. 1 think I have abundant cause to adore
and bless that God who has preserved me from such
sordid notions of vital religion, on which some persons
of wild imagination have laid great stress, viz. hearing
voices, seemg visions, being in trances, and seeing their
names written in heaven, &c.

But though this, through the grace of God, was notmy -
oase; yet satan bad great power to frighten and distress
me ; especially aiter I had been engaging in the wor-
ship of God. And I would be filled with such horror,
that I could'rest in no one posture ; but rolling from
place to place ; wringing my hands ; expostulatipg with
God to take me out of the world : for what profit could
it be to him, that I should live to dishonor his great and
dreadful name.” And here all former temptations seem-
ed to redouble their force. I was ready to wish Inever

‘———-—-.—/‘_“""")
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had been;: and that I was any thing but a living soul.

It is impossible for the tongue or pen of mortals to
describe the agony of my soul; the amazing load that -
pressed on me. I seemed as though I should have
twisted_every bane out of its place : and have often since
wondered that I never axsjomted abone,when, through
the violence of my distress, I wrung my hands, twisted
every joint, and strained every nerve ; biting my flesh ;
gnashing my teeth ; throwing myself on the floor. But

- Oy how did the supporting hand of God still uphold me,

though I saw it not, but.thought myself abandoned and
given over of God.  Yet, now I see infinite wisdom,
grace and love, accompanying all these dispensations’
towards me. And must adore thy for ever adorable

. goodness, Lord, for thou hast done all things well.

These afflictions, which were, indeed, not joyous, but
grievous, now yieldthe peaceable - fruits of righteous-

‘ness. Here 1 see the wisdom, power and goodness of.

my gloriaus Redeemer. - Verily, he is infinitely worthy
my steadfast trust, and everlasung confidence. Froms
hence 1 find powerful motives and vast encouragement
for future trust and reliance. '

But-to return. My distress increased on me, unnl
the necessaries of life grew tasteless. And here satam
set in to persuade me I had finally indulged my appetite.
And when ] attempted to eat, it would be suggested,
that 1 was then increasing .my condemnation., And
while I was under this temptation I met with these
words @ Rom. xiv. 23. ¢ He that doubteth is damned, if
he eat.” I did not consider it had no reference to our
common, daily food ; but to what was offered to idols.
But the tempter would persuade me it was just my case;

* for .1 was convinced it was a sin ; and yet wept on.

This threw me into greater horror and I resolved to
deny myseif. Had satan tempted me wholly to refrain,

-and starve myself, I should have seen it to be a tempta-

tion of his. But I was only tempted to mortify and
cross my appetite. Every meal 1 was tempted to refrain
from that, and so on. This the family soon began to
perceive, that [ withdrew at meal times, not knowing
the occasion of it. But, one day, having sat until din-
ner was brought in, I then retired. I was sent for ; but

L
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mads an excuse. My mother, being very uneasy, came

once and again to my chamber door ; and at last desired

to come in. I dared not refuse ; but wished I might

have been excused from openihg my door. When she

came in; she affectionately asked me, What was the mat-

ser 2 And whether I could not tell a mozker my troubles ?

After many struggles with myself, I soid her. She_
cautioned and warned me ; and endeavored to comfort

wE By ber own experiences. — Bat the féfnb{auon and.- .
fmmmmd, though 1 had not such .
opportunity to yield ; and that crossed satan’s desire.
Before this I had been so long harassed and terrified
with the dismal apprehensions of certain, unavoidable
dammnation, that though I took enly enough to preserve

life, yet every mouthful seemed to seal up my con-

demmation. And therefore I seemed ready to give up, and

wholly abstain, rather than endore the distress of mind

that every meorsel I took filled me with. For ever

blessed be God, that this temptation was discevered.

For, though 1 had been most furiously beset to lay vio-

lent hartds on myself, through all my temptations ; yety
blessed be God ! I never was left to make any attempt

on my life. But in this satan worked more subtilly,

and I could not see any conspiracy against my life : but

my design was to mortify myself. O, how hard is it to

see through' the wiles of satan, when he appears as an

angel of light, as-he now did !

But soon after this, being alone in my chamber, satan
assaulted me most fiercely to put an énd to my life : for
never was any one in such a condition before ; that I
was an outcast, rejected of God ; that I had better put
an end to my life, than live to treasure up wrath against
the day of wrath. The cruel instrument was present ..
to accomplish the heHish design. This~temptation
rushed on me with such impetuous force, that I found
it would be highly dangerous to stay there. The fam-
ily being gone to bed, I thought I would g0 too, rather
than stay alone, lest I should be quite overpowered.
But now satan shifted, and filled ‘'me with -distressing
apprehensmns of awaking in _hell, to frighten me from
going to bed, He that would have brought me~quick
there, in-a dreadful plunge, now opened the terrors of

3 .




2 LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY.

it, to frighten me from my sleep. Butl found, as soon
as I began to decline going to bed, or leaving the room
the temptation to destroy myself revived with greater
force. This was a most violent conflict ; and I ran out
of the room ; and as I passed another chamber, I saw
a book lie, in which my sister had a little before been
reading. It happened to be Mr. Cérban’s Advice to
Sinners under Conviction, &c. with some Scruples of
the Tempted resolved. I had never seen or heard of
the book before ; nor knew that there was any such
book in the house. But, in the distress of my mind, I
took it up ; ang the first words I saw in it, were these 2

1. ¢ Although thy present condition be deplorable H
yet be not thy own executioner, if God will give thee
a reprieve in the world. When thou art tempted to it,
I solemnly charge thee to remember, that God hath for-
bidden it, saying, Thou shalt not kiil.

2. ¢ Inthe hour of temptation go not out in thy
own strength. Look to Christ, and keep thy: hold of
him, who is able to-keep thee from falling. The Lord
hath laid help on one that is 1nighty. Psalm lxwxix. 19.

3. % Give no place to the devil. Be not affrighted
from continuing in thy calling; for the Lord hath
promised to keep thee in all thy ways ; and his angels
shall have charge over thee. Psalm xci. 11, 12.

4. “ Thou art grossly mistaken in thinking no case
like thine. For no temptation hath taken you, but such
as is common to men. 1 Cor. x. 13. Many of God's
dear children have been as vehemently »assau‘.ted with
such hellish temptations, though thou thinkest thy case
cannot be. paralleled, and have been recovered ; and
- their unbelief and all their gad conclusions confuted.

5. “ When thou art tempted _té sin, flee to that
promise, Isai. liv. 17. ¢ No weapon formed against thee
shall prosper. * The God of peace shall br ulse gatan
under thy feet shortly. Rom. xvi. 20. Ged is faithful,
who will not suﬁ'er thee to be tempted above that thou
art able to bear.”

But, O, with what wonder and astonishment did I. read
these lines, so peculiarly adapted to my case ! Was I
tempted to that soul shuddering sin; self-murdet ? }Here
is a caution, Lommand and promise, to the coptrary,
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from the word of God. Or am [ tempted to think there
_never was any one in such a case as that inh which I
am ? Hera satan is proved a liar from the word of God.
Or am [ affrighed from sleep, which is my ealling, in
the proper season of it ? I have a cautiory not tor give
way toit, and a promise to rely upon. Thus; with an
uncommon power, were the words applied to my present
case. What a sudden unexpected providence was here !
And at once 3atan felt the force of these commissibned
lines, and fled the field. The seed of the woman bruised
the serpent’s head, while he was bruising but his heel.
For now I saw the power, - wisdom and goodness of that
Being, whom I was tempted to disbelieve. 1 saw the
truth of that word, which satan had told me there was
no truth in ; and I saw satanto be a liar. The darkness
- and horror disappeared. This was the Lord’s doing,
and it was marvellous in mine eyes. There was no
human contrivance in it. I saw the poiver and grace
Of Christ. He nmanifested himself to be the Lord strong
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle, and worthy my
confidence.. ©Oj how unutterable my joy ! I sang of free
surprising grace ; and, with the leper, was @enstrained,
by gratitude and love, to return and give glory to God.
Now I felt but little disposition for sleep. My whole
soul was carrie¢ out in praise” and admiration, while T
lay in the dust, crying out, Why me ! Lord, why me?
‘Why hast thou stooped to regard so unworthy a worm
as I? O, how free and-sovereign did this grace appear !
How did I triumph in God, casting my whole soul and
body on him !> And when I1ay down to rest, how sweet
to commit myself into his hands, saying, “ I will fear no
evil, for thou art with me.” Now I saw the wisdom of
God, in all his dealings with me ; and did rejoice in
hope that I was one of his called according to his pur-
pose ; since those very temptations, which I feared
were against me, now worked together for my good ;
displaying tv me the power, wisdom, and grace of God ;
exciting my faith and love to more sensible exercise ;
and confirming in my mind many scriptures, the truth.
of which 1 had been long ready to doubt of. For in my
haste 1 had said, “ All men are liars. Where are his
promises? Do they fail i But now I said, “ True and
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faithful is the word of the Lord, &c. O who can set
bounds to the infinite grace and love of God !

1 wonder at, and adore the-love of God in regarding
any of the fallen apostate race of rebelling man.. 1 am
surprised at his condescensions, when I read of‘ his
dealings with his eminent servants, who are as piflars
in his house; and such from whom may reasonably be
expected some suitable returns, though none can com-
pensate the least act of his grace.” - But, O, how does-
my wonder rise, even (o astonishment, when 1 review
but what my treacherous memory yet retains of his
dealing with unworthy me! O, my soul, God  knew
thee to be a helpless, worthless, depraved worm. - He
knew thy station and capacity were low and mean, and

.thy ingratitude, sloth and negligence great, and unbe--

coming thee. He knew what poor returns thou wouldst
make. And yet, O surprsing grace ! | believe there
are many of the former to whom he' never afforded
_Inore spcedy succor and relief, than to me-  Verily, @
God, it is like thy nature, immensé and bowndless+ For
.~thou bhast chosen the base things of this world; Dabes
.. and suckkngs ; yea,things that are not, to shew forth
‘thy power and grace .O, the height and depth of
unsearchable grace and ldve !
But to return.' Now [ engaged to be the Lord’s, and
bound myselfto him in a short writtén covenant, which
1 find dated Oct. 19, 1741.* And I enjoyed some more

freedomn from those violent distresses, which 1 had suf- -

fered ; but was not wholly delivered. For my fear
and temptation returned at times, though not se con-
stapt as formerly. And God graciously allowed me
some near access to him in prayer. A very little after
this | was seeking'‘God for a particulartemporal mercy ;
and was powerfully quieted by these words. Masth.
vi. 33. ¢ Seek first the kingdom of God, and his
righ(cous‘ness, and all these things shall be added unto
.you.” This gave my mind a calm turn. And though
.1 had no prospect of the speedy accomplishment of my
request ; yet I believed in the promise, and left it with
God, and was as well satisfied as if 1 had seen it done.

* She then wanted six days of being 15 years old.
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And, before night, to the wonder of many, it was accom-
plished. I was filled with such a humbling sense of
the goodness of God, and my own vileness, that [ sat as
obe not concerned in the matter ; while others were
rejoicing, and calling on me, to know if 1 was sorry.
"But my soul was engaged in adoring God as the author
of all-my mercies, and in sealing to the truth of his
word, that hte was a God hearing prayer.

I now began more strictly to examine those princi-
ples of religion in which T had been educated. But to
find Christ, and be found in him, was the prevailing
concern of my life. For I was so often plunged into
new distresses, that I could not pursue. any thing
steadily. Yet I embraced those principles, which I
thought most agreeable to divine revelation, without
changing my profession.®* But, when I had light and
hupe about my own state, I was disposed to look into
these matters. But I feared to be too much engaged
in any thing that did not immediately concern my
getting into Christ, by a true and vital union to him.
Now my soul longed after him, and the language of
my whole heart was for a Christ, a whole Christ, in all
his offices, on his own terms ; and that he would mani-
fest himself to me: giving up myself to” him ; enga-
ging to be his ; afraid of every thing that might offend
him. I had some discovery of Christ as a complete
Savior. Yet there was much of a legal spirit in me,
which often filled me with great terror, and hideous
fears of condemnation.” And satan set in with it, and
wpuld tempt me to many things indifferent in them-
selves ; yer very inconvenient and burdensome to me.
But if I refused or objected, hell and unavoidable dam-
nation to the disobedicnt, was the doleful peal rung in
my cars. Yea, he persuaded me every refusal was a
seal on my condemnation. And therefore, for the sake
of quietness, I yielded, and so brought myselt under
such a yoke of bondage to satan, as gave him vast pow-
er over me. | kept many days of fasting and prayer ;
and oftén denied rgysclf almost all the comforts of life.

\
* She was educated in the profession of the Quakers, as her
parents were of that denomination.
e
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I used great severity with myself, even to cruelty ; of-
ten taking for food that which was most disagreeable, to
mortify myself. I mortified a grateful dispesition of
soul, by embittering my mercies. Inall which 1 was
very private. Numberless were the mistakes and er-
-rovs, into which I ran at this time. However, though
_satan urged me on to things, to an extreme, yet, I trust,
God brought good out of it, and taught rae much of a
gospel sell denying spirit,

About this time the Rev. Mr. Wheelock came here,
and preached from these words, 2 Cor. xiii. 5 ¥ Ex-
amine yourselves, wliether ye be in the faith,” &c. This
put me on a serious inquiry into the state of my soul ;
which I had scarce allowed myself to do befere : bu‘
‘rather inclined to fix in my mind that I had no true faith,
than to admita lhought that possibly I had: But now
I made some inquiry ; and dare not deny those eviden-
ces, which were mentioned from the scriptures. And,
by & sermon of the Rev. Mr. Dickinson on the witness
of the Spirit, I found,as 1 thought, farther ground to
hope I had experienced a work of grace in my soul,
But had greater discoveries of the corruption of my
heart : and was often amazed and confounded ; especi-
ally under Mr. Wheelock’s preaching : but not so as to
Iose my-hope ; though it was often very low.

But now as 1 had some-hope and relief, I set myself
to pursue the inquiry into the principles of religion. I
read Barclay’s Apology ; Mr. Vincent’s Exposition of
the Assembly’s Catechism ; and several other authors
on the same subjects ; with some treatises on the ordi-
nances. And especially comparing them with scripture,
And, upon the whole, after prayer and_ supplication to
God for direction, according to the best light I could

- get, without applying to any person, on one side or the

other, I-was convinced that the ordinances of Baptism
and the Lord’s Supper were of divine appointment at
first. And I found they had been kept up in the church
by the apostles ; and could find no proof from scripture
ihat they were ever abolished, as the ceremonial law

_ was : and therefore still were in force,and ought to be

practised by christians. 1 was now convinced they
were the positive commands of Christ, and not to be
slighted or neglected.
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As to the doctrines of grace, the imputation of Adam’s
sin ; the corruption of our nature ; justification, by the
imputation -of the righteousness of Christ, through
faith in him ; the divine sovereignty, that grace was

“absolutely free and sovereign, without any foreseen
Jmerit or worth in the creature. according to Rom. ix.
1 Pet. i. and many other passages of scripture to the
same purpose 3 and the other doctrines of the gospel,
as set forth by the Assembly of Divines at Westmin-
stery [ did verily believe them to be most agreeable to
‘the word of God; which I believe to be.the only rule
of faith and practice ; by which the Spirit of God doth
Tead us into all truth. I did embrace these doctrines,
aceording to the best light 1 had, {after a diligent inquiry
" after the truth) as most worthy of God, and warranted by
his word, for me to receive and walk in ; not condemn-
ing others, who did not see as I .did. Yet I still con-
tinued in the way in which I had been educated, waiting
on God for farther light and establishment. This was

in the beginning of the year 1742.% =

But to return to thé inward exercises of my mind, in
respect to the state of my soul. God saw I needed far-
ther humbling, Qefore I might enjoy the abundant con-
solations of the gospel : ‘and therefore he suffered me
frequently to be plunged.into the depths of distress.
And indeed as soon as my distress was a little abated, I
began to think myself secure and. hardened, and feared
that God was about to leave me ; and so coveted my

.
-k 4 et
.

former distress again. And God was pleased again to’

let satan loose, as it were, upon me ; until I became a
very terror to myself, choosing strangling and death,

rather than life. I must fetch Janguage from hell, would -

I express the horrid suggestions which were continually
injected into my dark, confused mind. All the temp-
tations I ever read of were mine ; and many of which I
never heard of ; with the most amazing horror ; so that
¥ thought I anticipated the terrors of the dumned, and

was on the very brink of despair. O, let me never for-

get these awful days ! What tongue can express such
distress, or heart conceive such terror! My heart was.

f When she had entered on the 16th year of her aée.
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laid open in the most shocking colors. 1 had ‘often
prayed that [ might be led into its horrid deeps ; but
how dreadful the sight ! I had utterly fainted under it,
hed not the unseen arm of Jehoyah sustained me.
What pride ! what enmity ! what hypocrisy | What
carnality and .self-confidence, were here discovered ! O,
what a monster did I appear ! I wondered that a- holy
God would snﬂ'er me to tread on his earth, or breathe
in his air. ~
And thus I contmued until about June or July ; when
the Rev. Mr. Fish of Stonington came here. He
preached from these words,  Wherefore, he is able
also to save them to the uttermost, that comre unto God
by him.” He observed, that here none were excluded,
but such as had committed the-unpardonable 'sin. It
was a sermon full of encouragement. But satan set in
to persuade me that was my case ; and therefore there
.was ho hope for me ; for I bad, under these violent
temptatiofis, certainly done it. O, how was my distress
now increased ! I seemed now as one shut upin de-
spa'lr However, I went in the evening to hear’ him
again : but seemed hardened, as one given over of God.
Whatever he said of terroryI seemed to disregard, as
o far below what I Should soon feel, in its full weight
. and measure, that it was but trifling. . And what he
said of comfort was not worth my regarding ; for I had
no lot or portion in that matter. Never did I before
sit under a cefmon, in such wild distraction and horror,
. yet so hardened, as [ now appeared to myself, in abso-
lute despair. It is shocking to me now to reflect on the
- abandoned frame I then seemed to.be in. I thought I
feared nothing. No expressions of terror moved me
to bewail my misery ; but was ready to wish to know
" the utmost of it. In this situation of mind I remained
most of the night. But towards morning, falling
asleep, I awaked speaking these words : O, when shall
this mortal put on 1mmortallty' And my niind was
much more calm. I had some impressions of a reli-
gious dream. But the dream soon entirely vanished
from my mind. However, I felt so much encourage-
ment, as prevailed on me to go again and hear Mr. Fish
give a word of exhortation, notwithstanding all my

.
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‘dreadful conclusiops on the night past. And he spoke
from these words, Col. iii. 11. ¢ Where there is neither
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Bar-
barian, Scythian, bond_nor free : but Christ .is all, and
inall.” [ cannot remember exactly the method he
took : but he spoke of Christ as the Alpha and Omega,
as the .author and finisher of the believer’s faith ; and,
as such, the true christian did esteem and prige him.
And now, I trust, the Spirit of God did powerlully

.apply these truths to my soul. 'l‘hus, thus,. infinitely.

lovely did Christ appear to me." And new I was ena-

bled to choose him for my almighty Savior. And
while I acted faith in bim, the blessed Spirit, I trust,
did witnéss with my spirit, that thus and thus-I had
before behield and embraced him ; and that he was
precious to me, as he is to all those who believe. Much
of the day I spent in the company of Mr. Fish, and seme
other christian friends. But U said littJe. My soud
was taken un in admmmr the zlormns Redeemar. apd

the riches of divine gmce H rcnewmg my choice -of
bim. Settmg the. crown onl his head. Proclaiming
Jesus King i and over my -whole soul. | gat calm and-
sciene ;3 and every act of my soul was rational and
golid : but not in any transport or ecstasy of joy all the
day. But in the evening God was pleased to fill my
soul with unspeakable consolation and j joy.. The great

B

Redeemer appeared transcendently amiable ; and my |

interest in him clear and ugdoubted. - Such were the-
surprising alterations in me, that some did Gonclude
that was the time of my first espousals ; that was the
happy moment OL,'I‘%,%"_‘.’L‘—’M But I could not
find any difference #z kind, though there was in degree,
between this, and what [ had before experienced. From
thistime, I was neverin such deep distress. My temp-
.tations fled at the rebuke of the Almighty ; and my
hope was, in general, above my fears.

And, as my hope row prevailed that I had true falth,
however weak, my desires after universal obedience to
the commands of Christ were strong. And firmly be-
lieving the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s supper
were appointed by Christ, and ail believérs commanded
to attend-on them, 1 applied myself to a minister, who

1

1_.... PO
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gave me some light, as to their natgre and design. The
only person to whom I bad revealed my mind. For I
was determined to be fully persuaded in my own mind
and conscience ; and not to be persuaded thereto by
others. Some of my most intimate friends, as they
have since told me, really thought me settled in the
way in which I bad been educated. Nor did .they at-
tempt to persnade me to change ; leaving me to my
own reason, or rather to the word and gpirit of God,
for direction. This has often since been a great satis-
faction to me. For by this means I was the better able
to see into these matters, and have my judgment estab-
“lished. : ’

And now I resolved directly to acquaint my dear
mother with my design. But, O, the struggle I Irad
here with my affections ! 1 feared it would grieve my
tender parents. I knew their.tender affe@ion for me :
and certainly, if they loved their children, they must
desire to see them walk in their way, which they
‘thoughwmost right. Here I found indeed a hard trial.
It grieved me to my inmost soul to think of grieving
them : yet I dared not neglect my duty. I have often
thought the trial wonld not have been so great, to have
to struggle with their anger, as their love. Bu, blessed
be God, 1 had not that to fear, as to any severity in mat-
ters of religion. It isimpossible to express how my
heart bled at the thought of wounding them. And

. mothing but the fear of incurring the divine displeasure,

could have prevailed on me to have done this violence
to my affection. But this prevailed ; the fear of of-
fending God. 1 poured out my soul to him for them,
.that they might be comfortably supported underit. And
then told my mother my concern and intent.  She, with.
the utmost tenderness, assured me, that neither my
father, nor she, would force my conscience. Only she
intreated me not te be rash or hasty in what I did ; but
consider well of it. Which I told her I had done, &ec.
Once ortwice after this, I discoursed with her upon it. -
She reasoned with me a little upon the subject ; but 1
was now so fully established, that it did not move me
from my purpose. .

After I had discoursed with my mother, being in

2
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secret, pleading wih God ‘for grace and strength to
carry me through, if it was agreeable to his will ; if not,_
that I might never engage ; I had a scruple arise con-
cerning my faith, lest it should not be true and savinge
and then perhaps I should fall away ; and so bring
great dishonor on God and religion. And‘it was
suggested to my mind, that it was a great thing to for-
sake father and mother for Christ, and not to have an
interest in him at last. And that it wasindeed a great
thing for one so young to engage in such an affair ; to
forszke the profession in which 1 had been educated,
and ‘make such a high one, as none in the family had
ever ventured te do.  This put me upon wrestling with
strong cries to the Father of mercies for direction and
assistance. And I was quieted by the following words
of scripture, which were very powerfully set home on
my soul. “.Verily, there is no man, that hath left
father or mother, brethren or sisters, &c. for my sake,
but he shall receive a hundred fold here ; and'in the
world to come eternal life.”” And again, * My grace
is sufficient for thee. My strength is made perfeat in
weakness.,”  Again, “ Lest a promise being left us of ~
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come
short of it. O, thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt ?” These words were impressed on my mind
with such power, that had all the world stood up to op-
pose, I thought I could fearless venture to go on, against
them all,in the strength of my Redeemer. O, how -
powerfully did they CSlabllSh and invigorate my soul, in
the pursuit of my duty !

I was thzn determined to proceed, relying on Chtist,
in the promises. If his grace was sufficient for me ;
and his strength might be made perfect in my weak-
pess, it was enough ; which I then believed it would
be, according to his word. It was ground sufficient for
me to engagé in this concern, however difficult, great
and singular it might appcar, for one of my age.*" O,
how did Chiist now appear for me ! Atorice dispelling
all my doubts and fears, confirming and establisbing me,
both us to my own good state and his certain presence

* Not quite sixteen years olds:
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and assistance. in my following him in the way of his

appeintment, to which he had called me. 1 saw the

call was his, and the promise his, and the duty mine to-

comply. I now believed him to be commanding me to

seek his face in this way, and my heart returned, 'l hy
~ face, O Lord, will I seek.

"‘And havmg made some search into the spiritual mode -

of baptism, I was well satisfied as to a[zrmk(’ ing.” It
appeared from scripture and reason to be right. - 1 then
went to the Rev. Mr. Clap ; and, after discoursing with
-him, gave up my name to be taken into his church.
The day before this was tu be completed, 1 was under
some darkness and fears : and thercfore was afraid lest
God should hide his fate from me, in the solemn
transaction. And by this means satan took the advan-
tage to make me question whether I had done right, in
what I had done. 1knew the subtilty of satan to perplex
my sotl, and make me fear all was wrong, when God
did not afford light and evidence. 1 was now ready to
conclude to send the minister word, that I should not go
out the next day. But now, even now, was (God pleased
to speak to my soul by his Spirit, in these words, 1
said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain I
Here 1 was led to review my calls to these orlinances ;
and was powerfully conivinced they were from God.
That it was God, and only he, who had bid me seek his
face in these duties; and then the blessed Spirit assured
me, from the word of God, that he had not bid me seek
his face here, in vain. 1 then determined to do my
duty, and leave the event with God ; if he saw best to
own his own institutions, by affording his sensible pres-
ence and grace, well; but if he saw best to deny his
sensible comfort, it was my'duty to submit ; but not to
omit my duty by not gomg Thus I cast my burden
on God, pleading, if it was his will, that he would
welcome me there, by the light of his'countenance, and
the joy vof his salvation. But, above all, that 1 might
approve’ myself to him in the devout, solemn, humble
and faithfyl discharge of my duty, though I felt not that
) which was sweet to my soul.

And thus, on October 24, 1742,* 1 was baptized, and

. The day before she was sixteen years old.
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taken into the church. My soul was, in a most solemn
manner, engaged to approve myself to:God. And
mever bad I more sensibly exercised faith, than .now.
While the covenpnt was read, 1 was enabled to give up
my whele soul and body to God, taking him for my.
owm, only covenant God. And, indeed, the whole time
was taken up in the most solemn transactions between
God- and my soul, and in this so solemn engagement,
sealed on both sides. 1 sealed to be the Lord’s; and
here God sealed to be mine, my Father, my Redeemer,
and my Sanctifier; my only, everlasting-refuge and .
hope. O, how happy did 1 now appear to be, under
these salemn vows, calling on saints and angels to wit-.
ness the solemn tiansactions !

.

“ Here in thy courts I leave my vow,
~And thy rich grace record ;

Witness, ye saints, who hear me now,
. L fornke the Lord.”

The cxxi. Psalm was sung in Dr. Watts’ version:
The titley * Divine protection.” Which did then, and
ever since, appear very preciols to me ; especially the
two ﬁrst, and two last verses. 'The two last are these &

“ Should earth and hell with malice buln,
Still thou shalt and still return,
Safe in the’ Lorso his heavenly care
Defends thy life from every snare.
# On thee foul spirits have no power, -
And in thy last departing hour,
Angels, that trace the :;3 road,
. Shall bear thee homeward to thy God.”

I was now fully satisfied in what I had done ; and
never , since, so far as I can remember, have had one
doubt or scraple about the doctrines or ordinances which
1 then embraced ; which is now above eleven years
ago.” I have often found cause to bless God for the
many trials I had concerning the changing my religion,
as to these things. For by this my julgment was
more enllghlened, and more fully \,onﬁrmed, that I was |

# Hence it appears that she was twenty-seven years old, w hen
she wrote this.

4
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_ right in what I then did.- It was with deliberation-and
solid defermination of my judgment; free from con-
straint, perswasion or prejudice, that I proceeded im
‘these matiers, as what, frem the best light 1 then had,
or now have, in the word of Ged, I think to be most
clearly revealed. Yet, I still love and honor those who,
1 hope, are truly pious, among that people. though
differing {rom me in somé sentiments ; and I firmly

- believe God has his chosén ones among them. - My
acquaintance with some, of -exemplary lives and con-
versation, and christian expericnces, so agreeable to the
word of God, forbids my censuring them; merely
because they do not see or profess just as I.do, N

But 1o go on with my own experiences. .My faith
began evidently to increas: under these means and
ordinances. And for some weeks after this solemn
transaction, I enjoyed more solid steady peace in my
soul. than ever I had done before : and was often melted
down before God, to see those who had been educated
in these principles, and had all outward helps to forward
them in coming aup to these sacred institutions of
Christ ; yet fearing to take the¢ vows of God upon
them : and I, who was called to engage with s0 many
difficulties, compelled to come in to thiy marriage sup-
per. It was truly affecting, and often caused me to cry
out, Why me, L.ord, why me? O, blessed be God, that
I was thus young brought to an open, public profession
of him ; and had the seals of the covenant set on me !
It was a day of the gladness of my heart. A day for
cver to be remembered with joy. A ddy, in.which God
took me near himself. And I trust I shall ever find a
solid satisfaction. in what I then did. Nothing sheuld
have tempted me to have wxshed myself from under
these bonds and seals.

However fully satisfied I was, as to these things ; yet

i was sometimes exercised with great fears about my
" spiritual state. And one day, the winter following,
having been, for some days before, under great doubts,
and my evidences' very much clouded, so that I could
not see any of. the conditions of the promlses wrought

" in my soul. I feared I'had no interest in Christ, or the
promises, and dared not plead them, But I determined
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to set-upon pleading the adsoluse promises, seeing 1 dared
not plead the conditional ones ; and set apart some time
for this purpose. I found great freedom and fervency in -
my. soul, on this occasion ; and had my mouth filled with
arvuments taken.fromthe freeness of grace; the sove-
reignty of God. For hie ownname’s sake, he had promis-
-ed to give a new heart and a new spirit : and'why might
Rot these promises be fulfilled in me ? Why might not
God.glorify his absolutely free and sovereign grace in
me ! I acknowledged -my unworthiness and vileness :
but pleldcd-lhal this never hindered the current of sove-
reign grdace. - ‘Thus I continued most of the lemaming
partof-the day, with a much greater variety of promises
snd scriptures, ithan I.ever before or since had in my
mind.at one ‘time I am very -certain 1 never could
tollect "so- many texts-at once, - all so agreeab}e to my
resent Toncern, if I took the utmost. pains for it.-- And
¢ 1 -hung, and felt - strength, thouOh no sensm}e
- ‘comfott.
.. Thenext day 1 proceeded it the kame manner, and
bumbly resolved, -if I perished, I would perish at the -
. feet of ‘sovereign mercy. -And now was God pleascd,
in the most -distinct and clear manner, to manifest
bimeself fo ine.- There has always appeared to me some-
thing pecuhar in this, beyond any thing I can remember
before. ~1 cannot but think I had a work of grace
wrought in my'-soul before this,' The actings of my
soul- towards God before -this, appear to me to be. as
really true faith, as -those since. Yet this secems the
- ‘mearest like the soul’s being first brought home to God,
of any thing I ever had experienced, or coudd distinctly
reember. But.l am inclined to think that, as there
were some things in this, the want of -a-distinct discov-
ery of which before, had caused many doubts in my
mind about my wholé experience ;- so now God gra-
emusly renewed: or revived them it my soul, for the
more’ settled confirmation’ and establishment of my
hopz, as it since hasbeen. It was as follows.
. I was, ds before observed,” brought to the feet of
sovereign grace. ‘1 saw'myself; as in myself, to be in-
finitely vile and  wretched, atterly unable "to help my-
self ; most unworthy that God should help me; and

<
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- that it would be infinitely just, if God should cast me off
for ever: and I thought I must for ever own it, thojigh
1 were cast into-hell. T cast myself at his feet, crying
out, Lord save me¢, or 1 perish. 1 saw. every refuga
fail, and God an absolute sovercign. And here I. had

@ powerful discovery of Christ made to my -soul. - He.

was now revealed as a complete, aimighty Savior ; al-
together excellent and lovely in himself, and infinitely
suitable for me. And ot only so ; but he whom- the
glorious God had appointed as Mediator ; and had de-
clared himself well pleased with him. Now, €, now,
I empraced him ; I received him as my prophet, priest
and king. As one through whom 1 migh boldly come
tuv God. Nor can I tell which my soul was most en-
gaged in admiring, the love of the Son, or the wisdom
. of the Father in contriving this method of salvation. 1
saw it to be the safest and best way. My whole soul
did acquiesce init. O ! 1thought, if [ had ten thousand
.souls, and each of them were of unspeakably greater
-worth than mine was, | could venture them ail here..
Anyl since I bad but one, and it was my all, 1 freely
cast it here. How infinitely reasonable did the terms
of salvation appear ! Sg that.I. freely justified Ged in
the eternal damodtion of those who would not submig
to them. : : .

O, itis utterly impossible fo describe the views I then
had. Words cannot come near it. All thé powers of
any_soul were engaged and inflamed. It was the moss
ratignal discovery, and produced the most ratiopal
¢{ccts and awts, that ever my soul was able to qerﬁwrm.‘
It appears so infinitely reasonable, that it is, T think,
Jmpossible for a reaspnable person, under such a dis-
covery, not to choose it. I longed for every one to see
it just as I did : and subscribed to these words of the
Psalmist, ** They who know thy narne, will put thetr
trust in thee.”” But what shall I say ! Language fails,
and I must cease to attempt Lo express, and only reflect
with unutterable wonder and love. .

‘I'he views I then had, did powerfully raise my faith
above any former acts of it. | 1 had before been chiefly
revived by the evidences of a werk of grace in my soul.
But now I do not remember I had any thoughts of for-

<
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mer experiences. The glorg of God and the method.
of salvaiion through Christ éed my soul with the most
solid, substantial joy, wondét snd love. It continyed
all that day, and the next,: ra,her mcreasmg than abat-
ing. Buta few days after, 4s. my,view of these. things
was not so clear and powerful, angd, the joy not gone,
1 was in some danger of depending.on my sweet frame,
in oppositien to relying wholly on Ghrist. At this -in-
stant, 1 received a letter from the Rc.-v Mr. Wheelock,
in answer to one I had written te him'some time before.
But his came at this time, I never couid.learn how,
though.it bad been written, I think, some months be-.
fore : but now it came at the instant when I most
needed it. And 1 think, of all the means I ever had.
improved, none were ever more blessed for my estab-
lishment, than this lewter. . I have ever found it a pow-,
ful instrument in the hand of God of convincing and
confirming my soul : and must ever adore the wisdom
of God, who directed him to write it, and did so power-
fuly apply it to my heart. . .

This letter laid me'in the dust.  I'saw my past folly
and sin, aud my present danger. I was humbled be-
fore God ; and my ingratitude and sin appeared highly.
aggravated. Yet my soul was not filled with fears-abont,
my state. It rather put me upon renewing my faith
in Christ.  And as it convinced me of what wae wrong
s0 it put meon a m % ‘critical watch over .my heart, .
In short, it was blessed to regulate much of my inward
conduct, both under comfort, and in darkness. And
for some montbs after it secmed to be copned out in my,
expenences Mr. Stoddard on 'the safety®f appearing
in the Righteousness of Christ ; Mr. Flavel. and sothe
others, on the Covenant of Redemption, were greatly
blesscd to establish my soul.

And now the boly Spirit of God did work to strength-
en my faith. My mouth was filled with argumems in
prayer. I had enlarged and affecting views of the in-
finite, unlimited Being, with whom 1 had to do ; and
that the blessings | was seeking were absolutely free
. gnd sovereign ; and of my interest in the dear, divine
Mediator, whom the Father always hears. This filled
me with the utmost boldness of access. My views of

4% -
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spiritual things were vastly higher than ever before-y
and my sense of sin more evangelical. O, may I re-
cord these seasons, with the deepest humility and
greatest wonder ! Thave thought some of these ‘discov-
eries have left written on my heart, Hoéiness to the Lord. .
While I beheld the divine g]ory, by faith, my whole
soul seemed-to be transformed into' the divine i image.

But1 forbear to attempt to relate somé of those un-
utterable views of the divine perfections, which 1 have
had by faith. “Yet the effects, I trust, shall still” abide,
until Heaven ellow language bright enough to express
those glories, which I then by faith beheld in Jesus -
Christ, who is the Brightness of the Father’s glory, and
the express image of bis person, and the fulness of the
Godhead. Now, O my soul, perhaps it will better be-
come thee, in solemn silence, humbly to adore the di-
vine condescension, than here to relate particulars.

Let me only record some of the kind effects of these-
things on my soul, which may serve to awaken me to
see from whence I.am fallen, and toconvince me that
the Lord is true andfaithful ; and though sorrow may
endure for.a night, yet joy, cometh in the morning s
and they who sow in tears, shall reap in joy. My
consolation was not less, or inferior to the amazing ter-
tors I had before been exercised with. No ! blessed
be God "1 now enjoyed anrere Heavenon earth. The
views I had of the divine perfectiqps enlarged all my
conceptions of the divine power and goodness ; the un-
limited, infinite fulness of God ; the sovereign freeness
of grace and Jove. The glorious, all-sufficient, power-
ful advocate I had with the Father, raised my faith. I
did not fear to ask for any thing that was not forbiddeh
by the word of God, however great and good ; and
however unworthy 1 was.

I reflected on the several excellencies of' the sdints,
recorded in scripture : the faith of Abraham ; the holy
¢onfidence of Jatob ; the meekness of Moses ; the
uprightness of David. Yea, the humility, patience,
love, fortitude, zeal, resolution, prudence, strength, wis-
dom and constancy of the people of God, ip all ages«
who all derived their grace from this unbo@cd fulness,
through this dear divine Mediator. They had nothmg_

-
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but what they had received : not even Paul, with all -
his great attainments. And they received them for
the sake of this glorious High Priest, in whose name I
‘had boldness of access. These were by nature children:
of wrath ; blind, ignorant, depraved, corrupt, base, sor-
did souls, as to God, and spiritual things. It was not
for any merit inthem ; but for the glory of. the riches
of his sovereign grace in Jesus Christ, that they were.
thus chosen and blessed. And the least babe in this
famﬂy, who had an interest in hlm, had as real a right
to plead for grace, and might do it with as much bold-~
ness, as the greatest saint living ; since we are all one
iu Christ Jesus, all have one and the same right in him,
as Mediator, if we have any true interest in him hy faith,

0, how did these views often fill my soul with a hely
boldness, and my mouth with arguments. O my sonl,
remember, with holy humble wonder and love, how:
God did then, as it were, lead thee into hisssecret
chambers ; held uvp thy weak tabernacle of clay; en-
compassing thee with his glorious fujness, and strength-
ening thee with might, by his Spirit, to wrestle with
him ; O, the confidence of faith ! .

From whence art thou falien, O my soul. Where are
those soul quickening, soul humbling, soul transforming
views I then had ? Where the devout ardor, the unshtia-
ble thirst, the unwearied importunity, when thou refuss
edst tolet the angel of the covenant go, without ablessing?
Where thdt life and fervor, that neither the ‘darkness
of the night, nor the light of the day could prevent ; bus
both were witnesses of it 2 Where that breaKing of soul,
that God would shew me his glory ? And. where that
zeal and activity in the service of God? O my soul,
where that holy violence ; that pressing into the king-
dom of Heaven ; that new obedience ; that unwearied
diligerte in the duties of religion ; that self diffidence,
and humbling sense of my wretched Jdgpravity,. barren-
ness and hypocrisy ? O, how did these views of the -di-
vine perfection give me the most humbling sense of sin !
O, how infinitely evil did sin appedr! As the only evil
that my soul had veason to fear. O, my soul, whers
that godly fear ; that holy care and watchfulness, lest
thou should oﬁ‘end this most pure and holy Being,
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with whom thou hadst to do ? Where that quick sense

of the least departure from this God; and that alarm

sounded in the whole soul at it ? O, how_did the least
apprehension of an indifferent, careless frame, rouse my
soul, lest some temptation should meet me unguarded !

I knew [ was then most in danger, when least watchful.
- Never did I work with more diligence, than now.

‘When 1 was most powerfully impressed with a believ-

ing view, that my whole salvation must be for ever as-

cribed ta the riches of free, sovereign grace ; that there
was no merit in my works ; it was then I found the
most powerful motives from faith. love and gratitude, to

“study what I should rendes to the Lord for all his bens~

fits towards unworthy, unprofitable me.

Now 1 frequently examined my state, summoning
cotiscience to the bar of Gofl ; ; adjuring it, in the name
of the great God, to do its office; and bring .in a true
verdicte. Yea, calling upon every thing, above and
below, within and without, to witness for God, in the
most solemn and ayful manner ;- in a deep sense of the
divine attributes, God’s impartial justice, and infinite
purity, in whose sight the .wicked could not stand..
Solemmly querying with my conscience to speak for
God and, if 1 was deceived, to cry aloud, and be a
faithful witness for God, though against me.. Thus
did I examine myself ; and again examine my exami-
nation, in the most strict and soleman manner that I was
capable of ; with earnest prayer to God, that he would
not suffer me to be deceived : laying open my heart to
the convictton of his word and Spirit.  And the effect
of all was greater peace of conscxence, and joy in the

Holy Ghost.

" Thus was my soul dmly established in God. ‘Every
outward reproach that was cast on me. Was improved,
either to put me on seeing that my foundation wasright,
or studying how 1 might more glorify God, and honor
the sacred profession 1 had made.” My soul was built
up under the word and ovdinances of God, on which he
had taught me to set a- high \alue, as being his own
institutions. )

And though God has smce sometimes corrected my
backslidipgs, and hid his face for a small moment ; yet
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his loving kindness has he not taken from me, nor suf-
fered his faithfuiness to fail : but bas graciously led me
along by still waters; apd in green pastures has be
caused meto feed. His rod and his staff have comforted
me.: Inand by every affliction, he has taught me his
tender care over me. - In every cross and disappoint.
ment, he has, sooner or later, made me 1o adore his
wisdom, and see his kind designs of love and mercy.
And thgugh he has sometimes called me into the' field
of battle ; yet has he harnessed me for the battle, and
fought fur me. Innumerable e¢vils have compassed me
around. Satan, the world, and my own wicked, deceit-
ful heart, all combined (to devour me quick ; vet his
arm alone has sustained me. Even when every refuge
faided, and my faith was ready to stagger, my extremity
has been his opportunity. He has never left me
unsuccored or without relief

. After I bad enjoyed great peace in my soul, and had
sat_under the droppings of the sanctuary of God with
vast delight, he was pléased awfully Lo bereave me of
borh my ever dear and reverend pastors s which was 8
very sove affliction : vet, under this tual, he taught me
much by what 1 expcuenced.

Fhep wab bt plepsed to vigit me with, many and great
bodily disorderay whereby I have been often brought te
appearance, to the gates of ‘the grave ; and every out-
ward cemfort of .foed or physlc rendered a terror, and
an aggravation of my pajn. Yet by.all these things

have I been taught the riches of his grace. and love ;-

and in all has he been my comforter, and mY only all-
buﬁicwm. refuge. How hath he barne me, and my
burdens ! And it.is ‘with pleasure that I now recount
the most distressing trials of my life : for by these has
God bound me faster to hnmsplf, laid me ypder renew-
ed obligations te lire devoted to him, and his glory.
And when gatan hes been permitted; as he. has been
in later years, most furiously {o rally all his forces
against the. foundation of my hope, as to all religion ;
by which I have been led into the mgst terrible copflicts
and combats, with the united powers of hell, so that [
have cven chosen strauglmg and deathy vather than
encounter with these legions of foul spirits. O, how

. .

—
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dreadful the war! Yef, O yet, how gloridus the victory,

. which’ my Redeemer has gained ! Huw wisely has he

defeatéd satan, and put him to flight, and filled my soul
“with "songs of deliverance! O, how hath he defeated
every hellish plot, that .has bee'n laid for: my entire
de'strucuon Lo ‘

-1 am surely bound by the moet sacrcd obligation to
live torhis glory. .His right in'me is indisputable. The
flesh,.the woild, and the devil, must all give back,. and
own his sovereign right in and over me. His arm alone
has rescued my soul -from hell; and his- shalt be the
~ glory. O my soul, remember the victories and trigmphs
< of thy most kind and gracious Rédeemer, over 4in, satan
und the world, when they have- all united: for thysutter
ruin. ‘What infinite wisdom, -what :almighty power,
what irresistible grace, what glorions goodness, - what
uncontrolable sovereignty, and what amazing' conde-
scension, have been displayed towards thee-t Can. 1, O,

, ean’], ever forget the' lovmg kindness of the Lord, and

shght his tender mercies ! How had my faith- utterly
failed, had not the -unseen arm of Jehovah' sustained it !
How often have my hopes been'at the lowest ebb, when
speedy relief has been brought te me

And how often, when -ty sinr-and folly has exposed
mo to the rage of hell and'the milice of men ; yea, to
my- Savior’s severe rebukes, av awvell as to my own
accusing conscience, has Jesus engaged for me; and
delivered me ‘from 2l iy -fears ! How slow has his
anger moved | How swift his- grace Hdw innumerable
are these instances !

How tendérly has he been untw:stmg my heart from
the world, to which' it has clinged ! <How much wisdom
has he ever manifested in all the-methods 'he has taken
with my rebelions heart ; and made me to adore it, in
some-of the sorest trials.- How has he condescended to
instruct and teach me ; kihdly showing me, wherefore
he did correct me ; as though he would not saffer me
1o suspeet hiskindnéss. Ounparalleled goodness! Thou,
Lord, hast been my tefuge, my support, and comforter,
in every -time of trouble. 'And in almost every trial
. and effliction have I vowed to-the Lord, that if he would
then deliver me out of my distress, I would use my

~
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most studious endepvor Yo trust more fiemly in-him,
And he has agoper or later, bronght me to cast my cares
and burdens on him ;- giving. up every, even: the most
minute cobcern of mine, to-his allewise diaposah  And
on every deliverance have libeen led to renew the sacred
engagements which I bave made in distress. .
. And now I am no more my own. Iam the Lord’
by all the bonda and obligations of a ralienal, redeemed,
devoted creature.” God has been ‘long teaching ine his
abselute right in'me, and all my services ard enjoy-
ments ; that I can call ‘nothing my -own-; that he has
a sovereign righit to.these, as the Creator.and Bestower
of all ; and by my own most voluntary surrender of all
o hun H renouncmg, in the most sclemn manner, all
hope, expectition, and -desire, from the cresture, and
¢hoosing him alone far my portion, desire and delight.
And as it has been the ardent desire, the importunate
request, and the grand pursuit of my life, to lay up all
my good in God, and receive all from him; so I now
find an habitual disposition of soul to rest, in a measure,
satjsfied with all his. dispensations. towards me. And,
through grabde, believing I am his ; that 1 have a cove-
nant right to that most gracious Being, who doth al
things according to the counsel of. his own will, which
are for his own -glory : and in full agrecment with thig
is the bighest good of his chosen people : and having a
thousand, and a thousand times solemnly subscribed to
these terms: that. his'will and his glory may hase-the

governing influence. and disposal of me, and- all that'

relates to. me : | have esteemed it my highesufelicity
thus to have myself, and all my actions and copcerns
disposed of. And, now it is my joy and crown of
rejoicing, that it is and shall be so, by the firm ang
unalterable decree of him who cannot change. :
And this belief 1 find powerfully prevailing to regon.
cile ‘'me to all the divine dlspensauons of Providence.
For, when the -glory .of ‘God.is my highest end and
desire ; and- 1 -firmly; believe that God, who has the
ordering of all my affairs, has this in_view ; maspely, his
own glory, well may I :-ejome for I ha:ve pothing to
fear. He has-infinite wisdom to direct, and almighty
power to effect what he pleases and thevefore can

’

3

b



a8 " LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY.

tiever fail of his purposes. All-his'dispensations towards
me, .1 would always reafize, ad the result of infinite
wisdom and eternal counsel ; and therefore most per-
fect. And, though my proud rebellious heart dare rise
0p in oppesition, and impiously call in question his
ways ; yet, th ough grace, 1 never leave stroggling,
until the conquest is gained, and my soul submits to the
sceptre of Jesus, and signs its former engagements,

And this conquest is his. It is8 he who exerts his
a'mighty power,and subdues my remaining corruptlons 3
or I should never overcome.  All the glory is his, for-
ever his : for, without him, I cannot do any thing. I
still find such remains of sin in this depraved heart, that
were it not for the prevailing intercession. and daily
interposition of the great God-Man-Mediator, with the
Father, and against satan and my own wicked heart, I
should despair of ever gaining the victory, But, thanks
be to God, through Jesus Christ, who giveth the victory:
And through him I hope ere long to receive the end 6f
my faith, the salvation of my soul s the open vision and
full fruition of this best of Beings. When sin and satan
shall no more defile aud vex my weary soul. All these

' fiery conflicts’ shall then be remembered with endless
acclamations to Jesus, my only Almighty Savier. - To
him, to him alone, shall all the redeemed ascribe the
glory of their salvation. Thine, O my eternal. incarnate
God, shall be the praise. And-now, what wait'1 for 2
All my expectations are from thee, and all my hopes
are in thee. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.

Amen and Amen.

—
SEcTION 111
" Containing extracts from her Diary, of different dates.

THE following paper is transcribed and inserted here,
as it was written in her youth, when she was but seven-
teen years old, and expresses the views and exercises
which she then had; and affords admonition and
instruction, espe.ually to those young persons who shall
read it.

~
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Oct. 25, 1743. 1 am just how entering into the
eighteenth year of my age. -And does the tempter tell®
me, that T chose religion when I was a child, and knew
no better ; when | knew nothing of the pleasures of this
world : and that it may be, whenthese enjoyments and
pleasures appear dehghtful, 1 shall forsake strict and
solid religion, and run with the young, giddy multitude,
into the excesses of vanity ? Then, O my soul, sit down
again, and make another deliberate choice ; even now I
am entering tbe prime of all my days: and let me
picture the world with its brightest side outmast ; and
religion in% solitary dress; and then choose my portion.
If my former choice -has not been free and noble
enough ; come . now, my soul, and make one. Let
there be'nothing jn it méan and low ; but let it be great,
noble and free.

+ As to religion ¢ can 1 sacrifice my name, and all that
the world calls delightful, now in the prime of my age;
. and be accéunted a fool and mad, by the wise, rich, and
polite world ? Can I withstand a thousand temptations
to mirth and pleasure ; and be a despised outcast among
men ? Now, if 1 conform to the world, I shall be a
pleasing object: to many, and a delight to them, who
pow despise 'meé. What pleasure that the world can
afford shall be withheld from me, if I once give myself
up to sensual pleasure, and the gratification of my
whole inclination ; allowing myself all that mirth and
jolfity, that my youthful age will now admit of ? If I
now give'a loose to my youthful appetites, and satisfy
my carnal ‘desires ; what can then deprive me of
pleasure, now I am free from pain and the infirmities
of old age, which might givea disgust tothese pleasures.’
Now I have life, health and liberty. 'H 1 yield to these
desires, and seck to satisfy them by a thousand new and
fresh dehghts ; take my swmg in the world ; cast away
sorrow, and indulge self inten thousand new pk.asures :
what then can cross me?

And, on the other hand, if I choose strict rehglon
now, [ may expect reproach, disdain and contempt,
from the world, as not fit for common society, or scarce
to live. I shall be accounted a poor, ‘mean, ighorant
despicable creature, unworthy the nouce of mortals

5
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and, it, may be, despised by formal professors, as being
religious overmuch : they watching for my haliing,
and rejoicing at my falls. And besides, I must expect
many dark and doubting hours, filled with bitter sighs
and groans ; denying myself, and takmg up my cross ;
plucking out a right eye, and cutting off a right hand ;
dally meeting with crosaes, and losses, and afflictions ;
and it may be, with, persecutions, imprisonment and
death, with the utmost distress. While the sensual
libertine lives in pleasule, flourishing like a green bay
tree, and has no bands in his death.

What a wide difference is here, between the strlctly
religious, and the sensual worldling ! Came, then, my
soul, and view them both as far ag death ; and now make
a solemn and deliberate choice, either rehgnon, or carnal
pleasure. Corme, my soul, and choose for etcrnlty

Soul.  Upon consldenng the nature and properties of

ach, 1 am brought to’a free and full choice. I sge
. nothing in this pleasure that can satisfy an immortal
soul ; nothing worthy my notice ; nothmg but an empty
’ sound Nor can it have any part in my affections, for
a portion. They are but mean trifles, unfit to attract
and busy* an immortal soul. But religion, though it
have its troubles with it ; yet it hath a sacred sweetness
in ali. I fecl aninward pleasure and satisfaction, which
glves a relish, as it were, to this kind of religious pain
and sorrow.

Objector. Comé, Soul, lay aside prejudice.  What !
nothing in all this pleasure, to delight thee. Search a
little .deeper. Or what can be in this. melancholy
religion, to allure thee to choose its ways ?

Soul. Y have fpund what it is. For in all these
pleasures, the soul has no God, and no bappmess, suited
to ns immortal nature ; without which, all isbuta sick-
emng triffe. Wherefore, the soul which bath God for
its portien, attended with ever sp much. sorrow, is
unspeakably more happy.

Objector.  But if you indulge yourselfm plcasures,
and strive to divert your company with rairth and jollity,
you will gain the’ esteem of many, and they will gpeat]y
pnze you, and seck your company.

* Soul. 1 value the approbation of the most high Ged,
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before all the esteem of poor 'mortals ; and deliberately -
make choice of him, and his way of strict religion, for
my portion, -pleasure and happmess
I do now, with my whole soul and all my powers,
-choose God for my portion ; taking his cross as well as
his crown ; esteeming the sorrows of religion greater
riches thanthe pleasures of sin; lookihg on it a pleasure
to be crucified with Christ. Idespise every warldly
enjoyment; compared with one smile from the lovely
Jesus. I.do, with my whole heart and seul, chouse God -~
and religion, though it may be through a sea of sorrow
and distress, rather than the world in all its pomp and
splendor, with ten thousand enjoyments. O most great
and glgrious God, I now choose thee as mny sufficient,
"and every way suitable portion. _ I solemnly take God,
the Father; Son,.and Holy Ghost, for my all, in life,
death and eternity ; and resign myself, soul and body,
mio thy hands. And I take all the holy angels in
heaven ; and even the Most ngh God, the possessor
of heaven and earth, himself, to witness that I DO.
And now, Lotd, I am thine. Do with me as thou
wilt. I am thy clay, feeble, helpless, and hopeless 1
. throw myself, soul arid body, life and health; liberty
and pleasure, on thee, the boundless; infinite fulness of
" Reaven, the immutable God. Lord, God, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, 1 this day and minute subscribe with
my heart and hand, to be the Lord’s. - Even so, Lord
Jesus, Amen and Amen. -
- . "SUSANNA ANTHONY.

Now 1 have agaln made my choice. A choice which,
g trust, I shall stand by throughout eternity.  And
amidst ten thousand flattering temptations, 1 refuse
them all, and esteem it greater pleasure to mourn for
sin, and mortify one lust," than to indulge a thousand.
1 now despise all youthful vanities, and sensual gratifi-
cations’; and choose a life of self-denial, resolving'
henceforth to take up my whole and entire delight and
happiness in God, in the way of holiness; at whose
right hand are riversof pleasure, and that for ever more.

And now, let me consider those objections against
religion.. YWhat is that applau§e, which a carnal world

€
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can give ! Nothing but what is too mean to influence
and actuate a truly noble. mind. Mortal flatteries die
with mortal- worms ; and cannot live beyond this dung-
hill earth. Besldes, Truth hath said, % The friendship
of the world is enmity with God.” And .it cannot be
set in competition with the applobauon and favor of
. Jehovah, the great eternal Sovereign of heaven and
earth. And should I indulge my carnal desires, what
ptace and joy would a tormenting conscience afford,
amidst these vanitics ?  How often have [ seen such
‘persons, as soon as they had a moment to reflect, ready
to run wild ; nor_dare long to reflect. Surely their
pains have becn more than their pleasures. But, sup-
pose I could still the perpetual sting of conscience ;
are all those vanities commensurate {o the desires of an

immortal soul ? Can I have such mean, such sardid,

base, vile thoughts of that immortal spirit, with which
the great almighty Creator hath ipvested me, as to
think such mean trifles can suffice a never dying squi,
which must exist, as long as God himself ? Surely there
is nmhmg but an infinite good that can satisfy its bound-
less cravings. It is horrid basbarity to feed it on such
insipid busks, since it is capable of immortal boundless
delights in God.

And what are these mighty frlghts in a life of relxglon,
which should affright atruly great and immortal soul,
since the joys only are real, lasting and perpetuall
Who shall dare to inscribe eternal on any of the sor-
rows of a religious life 2 What'is any sorrow, reproach

or disdain, that admits of God to be the portion of the

soul ? What if I be despised as- poar, mean and ignorant,
not fit for society, if Christ be mine ? He is.rich, great,
full of wisdom afid knowledge ; and in him I may be
complete, who is the head of influence. And what
greater honor can a mortal have, than to be a child of
- the King of kings and Lord of lords. Gad shall honor
the soul with his presence. He will condescend ‘to
reside and dwell i the’ glacxous soul: a guest infinitely
preferable, as his nature is transcendent.

. And as to dark and doubting hours; some of these
may proceed from my own sin and folly. But, as far
as they are sent from God; they shall only. prepare me
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for 1mmorta] joys, and make Beaven the sweeter, when
I arrive there.” These shall make my soul shine
brighter, and add new lustre to my glory. These shall
be remembered with joy, and every tear be put into a
bottle, and add to my crown of joy and triumph.

*As to denying myself, and taking vp my cross ; when
itisto follow Jesus; it should be most pleasant = for’his
yok- is most easy, and his burden light 1o the soul that
truly loves him.  And wi:l not such a’soul most freely,
and cheerfully pluck out, tear off, and crucify that which
has wounded his lord ? I should count nothing too
dear to part with, for my Jesus, since he hath not, for
me. Whatever I do out of love, is sweet; and he re-
‘wards it a thousand fold with the consolatioris of his
blessed Spirit. !

-.Infine, as to gll-croeses, and losses, and afflictions ;
whatever I lose for Jesus, is gain. If I meet with
crosses, [ know they come from a compassiunate God ;
and so will surely be for the best: and he cannot
wrong me. -If | give myselfto him, he has bound him-
selfto b¢ my God ;- which- implies in -it the utmost
biessedness’: and had he ndt bound himself, I trust his
love would do it. : The loss of all things. even life itself,
shall be a happy’ gam, when the soul finds God. Let
afflictions; persecutions, imprisonment, and even death
come, if Jesus stand by, and strengthen, I am not
afraid I shall suffer too much by or for him. All my
care is; that ke may strengthen me to- endure the last
extremity : for without him, I know the ftesh will shrink
baek, and f shall induige that carnal principle of ease.
But God bath said, As thy days, so'shall thy strength
be ; and, My grace'is sufficient for thee. - How sweet
is it for the soul not to count the life dear, and to resist,
for Jesus and his truth ! O, whot @ truly noble soul .
dues it discover in a ehrm!an, to wage war with hell,
eatrth, and his, own heart ;- and fight against' all, rather
than be overcome by them, and made a slavg to- his-
base, sordid fusts !

And O what wiil be the result-of these noble acts\!
‘Why, he has the promise of cternsl Kife.” And he shall
surely havé his reward. The great Redeemer will re-
ward every pain and sorrow of - his- soul with eterngl

1 5! "
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consolation. Not a reward ofment : No ; it shall be
the soul’s joy and’ crown to receive all of free, grace.
The soul shai} be caught up into immertality ;. O the
amazing transport ! And filled with the fulness of God ;
O vast, unutterable joy and surprise ! Hurmunded and
swallowed up in God ; O immense delight, admirable

" . pleasure, and unspeakable consolation !' I'o swim (it [

- nay so speak) in the unfathomable oceam of the disine.
- perfections, - O high and exalted bappiness ! Bound-
less, boundlesg glory ! This path of vital rehgion leads.
* to the full enjoyment of the blessed God. It is a path
which shineth brighter and brighter, to the perfect day..
Then, if 1 am truly rchgums, but a few struggles more,
and I shall be swallowed up in lmmonahly, and satisfied
in immensity.
— Q ye dear christian souls, who know me ! but a few-
groans more, and 1 shall be beyond your pity ; all swal-.
- lowed up in the embraces of my dear Redeemer ; where
no sin shall ever vex my soul for ever. You, my friends,
who may know me here sometimes in adyersity, shally
aflter- a few gasps ‘more, and pantings for strength.
" against sin, know me 'so no more. For I shall be satis-
fied, when 1 awake in his likeness ; byt never fully
until then. There pleasures are ever new.; grasp as.
much as [ will, it is God, infinite sti]l. Let me be as
full as I ean, or dive deep as I will; yet it will ever
continue to be ‘God incomprehensible, God inconceiva-
ble, God unbounded, God full and unsearchable yet, and
yet, through eternity. .

O let rolling time fly more swift. When shall I drop-
this clog ; and this mortal put on immortality ! When:
shall I once see this‘God ! Do children long to see a
father ; and may not I indulge the desire ? QO when shall
I bebold his reconciled fage ; ngver to leave or grieve
him-more ! When, O when shall itbe ! O that I might
glance a look towards him, the centre of my soul, and

- find myself luose and free from this clog of martality !
'But Heaven forbids complaints ; and demands my will,
with all-tny powers and faculties.”. And here I resign
the number of my days to God. Yet. humbly Beg to
be indulged in this desire to see my Savior God, where,.
free frum sing and perfect in hohnqs and ﬁllqd with
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the blessed vision and fruition of God,‘l shall have mno
want for ever. ) blessed state

But what, O what shall be the result, to 1he souls which
have drunk .deep of the pleasures of sin! They must
“drink deep of the cup of fury of the Almighty ; even’ the
dregs of the cup of his wrath shall be wrung out to im-
penitent sinners. They must drink to their eternal

confuslon‘ They must have devilg for their compap.

jons ; gnashing their teeth for very anguish and horror.
The mighty hand of Jehovah will erush their. defense-
less souls to all eternity. O soul confoundmg thought !
They shall be separated-from the gloriaus God, never
to ¢njoy a.smile from him. And I am sure there can
be no rest ; but inconceivable horror. For the soul to
be, and yet to be separated from God, the centre of
felicity, is intolerable anguish. Tobe eternally exclu-
ded from God, lmphes all that is miserable and dread-
ful. O the amazing anguish of such a-soul ! 0 may it
mever be my case !

'_SE ASONS OF SELF-EXAMINATION,

" Yune 18th, 1746. Thisday I devoted to God, in faste
ing and praycr, as far as bodily wezkncss would allow:;
pleadmg for a degenerate warld, and solemnly search-

ing my own heart, imploring the blessed influences of .

the Holy Spirit. I endeavored to awe my soul with the
possibility of being deccive_d, and the. amazing conse«
q e of such deception ! | first examined my state

xnptum marks ; and, I trast, the Spirit of God
could witness to the truth of grace in my soul.  Then
examiaed my growth in .grace, by marks drawn from

the scriptures ; and think I have comfartable ground to -

conclude that I do make some advanges in the christian
Jife, thoagh I fall vastly short of what Ged may )ustly
expect, apd what | long for.

I have had siore of & public apirit this day, than at
some times. O ! it has. been a good dayYo my -saul,
though nature has often threatened tu sink under these
dutics. The body hag been weak amd sure brokeng

-

while agonizipg in prayer:for myself and family, the

church.of (-od, the town, the land in which 1 lm:, the
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nation, and whole worid, especially Heathens, and Jews,
@, how sweet the day while I spake to' Jchovah,.as my
most Wntimate friend’! Adorable condescension ! Re-
turn unto thy rest, O.my sotl, for the Lord hath dealt
bountifu]ly with thee !“Blessed be God for his rod ;
how deat the sweet scourges that have quickened my
too slothful pace | W elcome, my father, thy chasten-
ing hand ! Purged 1 must be ; take what way thou
seest best.
- April 3d, 1748, And now that T have searched and
. researched my heart again and again, I can draw no
- other conclusion, but that God has wrought d work of
grace on my soul, by the convictions of his Spirit, and
the work of faith and sanctification. I have had such
-conviction of sin as led me to loath and abhor myself,
utterly despairing of help. from any other but God ; ly-
ing at the feet ofa soverelgn God ; willing to accept of
mercy on any’ terms ;° and bemg convinced of the
worth, power, willingness, and all-sufficierity -of the
Divine Redeemet, both in hlmself, and as appointed by
the Father to save sinners ' I say, fram a powerful
discovery of this glorious,-all amiable Savior, as reveal-
ed in his word. T was brought to a free and full choice
" of him as my only Lord and Savior ; resting on him
for life and salvation, believing there was complete re-’
demption in him. 1 believed him:just such a' Savior,
- a8 I, a poor fallen .- miserable creature, needed, every
way suitable ; and-having made the flight, of a most
distresged burdened soul tg Christ, I found. accorgdd g
10-his promise, ress. - In-this way, my daily -peace’ is
continued ; and this faith. works By love, love to God,
his ways, works, and word ; also to his ‘children, es-
- teeming them the only excellent of thé earth-

And now the hope which I entertained; of eternal life,
has been a mest. provailinag motive with me -to’ parify
myself. conforming me to the divine- will : ‘and though
to my shame and confusion'] remadin very unlike God,

¢ unholy, ungfatetuly coverdd with sin, yet holiness is the
desire of my séul, I choose any, even the most sharp
afflictions, rather” than sin’; and ore importunately
long for a release from this."thau»fmm the greatest af-
_fliction I can bear. My soul deili ‘long for God, and
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the full enjoyment of him, more than for the greatest,
yea, more than for all temporal good ; and while I am
weak, feeble, and faint all the day, yet I can rest and
rejoice in God, more than when at ease .and in health
without him.

. And now, the daxly expenences of my soul, hope,
desire, delight, rest, satisfaction, and centre of my
hea,rt,‘do cvidence to nie that | have indeed and intruth,
been born again, and that Christ is indeed my chosen
Redeemcr. Now, surely, if 1 am degceived, it 1s a2 most
awful deception ; which abides the strictest trigl | But
O, my God, I 1hink it is no delusion ; 1 must believe it
a real work of thy grace on wy heart ; I think thy
word does warrant me to draw this sweet conclusion !
Q,.the freeness of sovereign grace to the most unwors,
thy ! Well might I now stagger, were it not for the it~
finite merits of the great Redeemer ! It is this, which
gives me the utmost confidence, and assyrance. It is
furchased redemption, and yet it is free ; yea, the very
fpurchase, exalts the freeness, 0, the adorab]q ystery
af godliness !

Sepie. 1am called the £nsuing day to sit down at the
dear Redeemer’s table ; but, O my soul, is this indeed
thy Redegmer - Now I would be solemn. Q, sgarch
and try me, thou all-knowing: God ! 1 know there is
much amiss in my soul ; much darkness, deadness, car-
nality, hypocrisy, and enmity, yet lurking in my de<
praved soul ; can this propensity in me to sin, be the

f the child of God 2 O, thou omniscient Jehovah,
¢r'me not to be deceived in this matter.. I cannot
bear the thought of being deceived here, and stripped of’
God at last, as my covenant God ! I would try my title
as long as life doth remain, and as long still -strive that
there be no flaw insit. O, do ] not detest and abhor
every inclination in my soul to sin ? Lord, isit not the
greatest burden of my life, that I ‘do not loye, serve,
and enjoy thee more ! Do I not Long more, for.the full
enjoyment of thee, and for perfect conformity .to thee,
than. for all temporal good ? O, come thou beloverl of
my soul, for I desire-none but thee : O, come and meet.
me at thy table ! :
Now i have endeavored Lo examine my state, and
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trust I have, really, scriptural evidences of my interest
in Christ ; and although the heavens look black and
tloudy, yet with sweet confidence and composure I can
rest my soul on thee. and call thee my God, my almighty
friend and father! O, glorivus purchase? O; divine
benefits, securedl to me by the Holy Spirit, applying to
me the death and merits --f my dearest Lord, and only
Rédeemer, in whom is all my conﬁdence, living and
dyin -
_7'155/, 1749. O, God, thon God of the spirits of all
flesh; who searchest the hearts, and triest the reins of
the children of men ; from whom nothing is hid, no dis-
guise can deceive thee ; thou surveyest the most hidden
and secret recesses of wy soul, and perfectly knowest
all my aims and ¢nds. I may deceive myself, and oth-
ers, but 1 cannot deceive thee. © With thee, ‘is infinite
Jight and knowledge. It can yield me no comfort that
1 have great and high hopes of my safest state, nor that
Toany eminent christians have had the strongest confi-
dence of me, if thou dost disown me !

O God, Itremble to hear of the hlgh ‘hopes, whu:h
many have of me. Q, what an aggravation must this
be of my misery, if I should be rejected of God. What
1 have now heard, shail put me on the strictest inquiry,
for it is in the favor of God, through Christ, my only
happiness and security lies. Nor can I be satisfied with
the approbation of poor, imperfect, short sighted mor-
tals ; such arc the best of saints in this imperfect state.
God-only knows my heart, and to him alone wiil ?
for light. O thou impartial, heart searching God, I
come to thee for a clear discovery of the state of my
foul. O Lord, my God, it can be no proﬁt to thee that
I be deceived, and so perish with a lie in my right hand.
No, this is what my soul abhorreth. - Thou desirest
truth in the inward part; and hast commatded me 10
examine myself, and to know myself. O the.rassist me
herein.  Lord, I am utterly insufficient for so greata
work, and shall never attain to a clear, and true knowl-
edge of this important point, except divine light arise in
my soul, and remove all prepossessions of pre_ludnce,
for, and against myself.

o, eterna! Jehovah, is my title to eternal life sure? »

~ .
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Have 1 the certain marks and témper of thy elect in

L Cl:mst Jesus,. who shall never be made ashamed of their

hope ! Upon the strictest -searching, amd nesearchmg,
that I can make, by thy word I still conclude it is thus,
with me, in some good measpure ; but methinks 1 want
the furtbgr sealings of the blessed Spirit ; and I want to
be bound yet faster, on my party to. God ; I want to be
§0 wholly and’ entirely tth)ne, that | may never swerve
from thy law. .

I have a comfortable hope, yea, at some umqs, a tri-
um phing one, or full assurance ; yet, I seem to long for
an absolute certainty, which will not admit a posblbxhty
of peing deceived ! But, if this is unattainable, in this
imperfect state, I thirst and Jong for that apen vision of
thy face, when, clasped in the arms of an almxghty,
faithful God, I' shali know, with a perfect knowledge !
Until then, I will not content mya.elf with-my own slen-
der hop:s, without full assurance : nor with the highest
hopes of the most eminent christians for me, without
the gracious witness of the Holy Spirit, with his word.

O God, thou fountain of being cand blessedness, in
whom 1 live, move, and haVe my being; from whom I
receive every mercy. ; without thy favor, 1. am undone ;
without thy loving kindness, thraugh Christ, my very
bcmg is a burden and terror ta me. I enjoy myself on-
ly in the enjoyment of thee ; and cannot look on myself,
or any of my enjoyraents, wlth delight, pleasure, or sat-
isfaghion, but in relation to thee, as heing in covenant
wi*ee. .L.ord, may 1 not appeal to thee, who art
teath itself, and wilt judge me according to truth, that
I have, and do, abandon all the delights and enjoymems
on earth, for thy favor ; and cam and do, rest satisfied in -
that alone, as a suﬁcient portion for my soul. Witness
my resolute discontent with all things here below, when

than-rcfusest to grant me satisfying rest in thyself! '

W itness my entire satisfaction and rest in thy favor,
through (,lgnst, when thou condescendest to dispiay thy-
perfection to my soul, and my interest in Jesus, the Son
of thy lovp, in. the absence of all thmgs else ; yea, in
the most dlstressmg outward trials of life. Methinks,

thou hast sworn, according to my. request, that nothing
but thyself shaH sat,;sfy me; evgn 50, Lord Jesus, Amen.

1
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- Lord, let nothing delight me, without thee. T know
no other good, but thee ; and wﬂl have no other rest, or
delight,* but God in Christ, as the centre of thy soul.
Let- menever live to see the ‘time, whenuny thing
beside, and without God, shall satisfy my soul.

Again: Witness my* daily and constant *desire to

“Jeave the dearest en_}oyments on earth, for thé full frui-

- that inakes me rejoice in living. O, when shall 1 be .

tion of thyself in glory ! ! It islong since T have utterly
refused to entertain any pleasmg prospects of - worldly
enjoyments, thit would not vanish at the call of my- Re-
deemer, to leave the world; and go to be with him. ‘I
think, the highest dehghtsthat earth can offer, cammot
meke me desire hife. * It is thy will only, O my G¥¥,

holy. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly !’

Sefit. 10tR, 1749. -Blessed be God for Jesus Christ,
the means of grace. sanctuary lberties in particnlar -1
bless thee, O my God, who hath called home my wan-
dering thoughts shis day, while in thy house, and fixed
them on thyself ! O how sweet n is to have my 'soul en-
gaged with God in holy duti : e

I bless thee fog these com ortable eudences I had of
my being prcparcd to meet Christ, at his coming, by
a true faith. in him, %nd conformity to him. Lord,
though @find great want of conformity to thee'; yet,
on the strictest séarch this day, I find great: reason to
adore thee, for the great things thou hast dorie for me.
My soul doth bless and magnify thée, O my Gome
the work of thy grace ;. yet, Lord, [ pray 1 may
deceived Herein: O search and try me, thou best of
beings ; let me not be deceived, and so badished from
thy presence at last. This, I cannot -bear !*1 entreat
thee, by all the beneficence of thy nature ; yea, by the

- “wery being, which is benevolence “itself, ¢ for God is

lIove,” that thou suffer me not to wander from theel but
fill me with thyself. O) if I should be cast away from
thee at lasl, how incenceivably great must my migery
be ; a misery. that nothing can equal. From the hope
I have entertained, of enjoying thee, I have endeavored
to place all the affections of my soul on thee, and aspire

after the highest and noblest ideas of thy perfections :
should I be banished at last, from his only desirable
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wood, after all my raised expectations, what, ah, what,
could equal my irreparable loss | My God, I know not
‘how to bear the amazing shock of such a supposition !
O, my soul, rouse up and secure thy title to the favor of”
God, by faith in Jesus Christ his onfy Son, and the only
Sarvior ! And now let me devote my whole soul to God,
-and never rest, until I arrive at the full enjoyment of
_him!

April, 1751, 1 hope I have most solemnly entered
‘into covenant with God, and renewedly chosers kim as
my everlasting portion, devoting myself entirely and
unreservedly to him. And this I did, in the bloom of
life, before the evil days came, or the years drew nigh,

" in which 1 should say, I have no pleasure in them.

1 did it in the strength and vigor of life and health, the
prime of my age. This body was then young and ac-
tive ; this soul was lively in all its intellects. I did it,
not in a sudden fit of fear and distress ; ; No, it was the
mosg} deliberate and rational part I wever -performed.
With all the faculties and powers of my soul, I freely,
resolutely, cheerfully, and unreseevedly, entered jnto
this covenant ; and, now, though it be far otherwisc
with me, yet I stand by my choice, Lord,I am fized;
thou art my chosen portion ! And, now 1 find myself
greatty impaired, both in body and mind ; my body is
subjected to_disease, pain, and great weakness ; my
mind disordered, confused, shattered, and weak ; fore-
mug'dark and dismal events, as though 1 should scon
‘beteprived of my reason,.and rendered entirely useless,
both to myself and others ; yet, 1 am the Lord’s, body,
soul, and spirit ; and I rely on thee, O .God, to take
care of thine own, in all circumstances and conditions
of fife. 1know thou art able to keep what I have com-
mitted to thy trust against that day.

1 am, now, recollecting myself, and summoning up
all the powers of nry soul, to a renewed ¢hoice and sur-
render.  Possibly, this may be the only. space 1 may
Have granted me, for this work. O, then. ye scattered,
conflused thoughts, unite, be fixed and solemn ! And,
O ye ymmortak powers and faculties of my soul, exert
your utmost strength and vigor; in the solemn transac-
tion. Ye depressdd graces, break through these clogs ;

. 6 .
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be lively and active. Flee, ye diseases, and let me have
a moment’s rest and . composure, for this delightful
work. Come, thou blessed Spirit, with tly needed in-
" fluences, and prepare and assist my soul,.in this solemin
dedication ! ' .
March, 1753. Come O my soul, examine thy title
to eternal life.  Thou hast strong hopes ; but, are they
good ? Will they stand in the day of trial # Will they
endure the amazing horrors of a death bed; or will
,they stand in the last greatdecisive day, when God shall
judge the secrets of men’s hearts 2 It is one thing,
O my soul, to hope, when all things appear fair, and
pleasant ; and another, ‘ta believe, and remain steadfast,
when cloyds and thick darkness overspread me ! Lord,
it is thy Spirit alone that must undeceive me, if I am
deceived 5 for, 1 cannot find out the deception, after all
my searchings. Unto God will 1 logk. O, do thou
discover my state to me ! -Thou knowest how unshaken
my confidence ginains,safter all my examination ; yet
1 will still inquire. And, now, what choice have- I
made ? ), Searchér of hearts, and Trier of reins, thou
knowest. that from the stl‘irfcsl, search 1 am able to
make, this is the answer : God, his glory, and the enjoy-
ment of bim, as my only felicily ! Ln this choice 1 am
fixed. khave chosen God the Father, for my covenant
God and father : God the Son, for my only Savior,
Lord, and King : God the Holy Ghost, for my sanctifier
and comforter : Guod’s lay, word;and will, his pegple,
his ifiterest «nd cause, and all that is his, to be ¥ny
swectest interest, dearer to yne than life itself.

" Fuly 15th, 1754. What means this depression of
spirits ! Have I not assuredly anchored all my hopes of
eternal life on the merits of Jesus Christ, the only me-
diator of reconciliation between God and fallen, sinful,
miserable man ; in whom the great Jetiovah hath de-
clared himself well pleased, and accessible 2 Have 1 not
searched, and researched, with the utmost dilizence,
into this matter ¢ And, did I not always find sweet and
comfortable evidence of faith and love unfeigned ? And,
do I now find any sufficient ground to doubt ? Verily, I
do not ; unlesss it be matter for doubting, that I am
longing and thirsting after God, the- living God ; and

'

1
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that nothing can satisfy my soul, but light and life from
him ; and my whole soul is reaching out after h1m
Suvely this is not ground for doubts and fears.” No
God 1s®witness to the smcemy of my faith, and lovc,
and every grace, which he has been the wuthor. and

- will be the finisher of. Fear not, O my soul; God,
the immutable God is thy refuge, thy confidence, and
will be thy eternal consolation! I ‘have laid all my
wishies, hopes, desires, and expectations, on the perfec-
fions of his nature, the unchangeabieness of his being,
and the truth of his word 3 and hcre wxll I confide for
ever,

‘After T had written the above, I was ]ed to meditate
on the importance of being united to Christ by a l\nng
and irue faith, the worth of & immortal soul, and ‘the
weight of my eternal concerns : and, afier serions ex-
amination, | prestratetl myself before God, beseeching
him, who surveyed the most setret recesses of my séul,
that, if I was deceived, T might be convinced of-it §
that, if Lnever had a true- conviction of my sin and
‘misery, never was truly humbled at the feet of a sove:
reign God, never fully and heartily renounced my own
“righteousness, never received Christ on gospel terms,
behenng the record God had given of his Son, submntit-

ting to, relying on, and entbracing him ; 1 might then -

be enabled to dots Andas I enlarg-ed on various de-
scnpuons of faith in God’s word, 1 was, I trust, brought
to a renewed experience of thesé things. wuh the clear
witness of the blessed Spirit, that I did so ! Blessed be
God, I trust I was brought into a ‘solid,* swzet, gospgl
frame of soul, attended with a divine peace, satisfaction,
joys love, gratitude, and adoration ! !

August 18th, 1754. | now prostrate sonl and body
before God. for hig gracious assistance, in the sclemn,

important trial of my state. Q‘de, now, O now be"

with me.

And what shall I now say-? I faith be the flight of the
convinced, distressed, self-despairing sinner, to Christ,
for refuge and life ; if it be a cordial choosmg, receive

ing, embracing, and relying on him, as the only hope_

set betore us in the gospel ; if it be a hearty surrender
of the whole soul to him, as Prophet, Priest, and King ;

e
-
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if it be a constant looking to him for assistance, and-a
constant reliance on his righteousness, a3 God-Man-
‘Mediator, for acceptance with God, under the- powerful
conviction of guilt, depravity, and wretchedness, our
universal corruption, inability te help ourselves, unwer-
thiness that God should help us ; if it bea firm trust in
him, as one every way suitable for his work as Mediator,
and ene authorized by the Father ; if it be a. {ull, entire
credit to the record God has given of his Son : and if
love be that, which powerfully influences the soul to de-
light in the divine will, his law, his word, his ordinances,
his people, and all that is his ; end disposeth the soul
‘to submit, yea, acquiesce in all the dispensations of his
providence, even when most afflictive, as holy, wise, and
good ; if it is love that animates the soul to the most
ardent longings after full fruition, with constant desires
that Jesus may be exalted ; that self, sin, and all things
. else may be subdued under him ; that he may reign
triumphant over all these idols, which formerly were
most dearto it ; if it be love, that constrains the soul ta
examine and try her interest in Christ, wheb no inward
fears or outward dangers appear, but because she would
not live a moment without the most near and intimate
relation to him, that can be attained or enjoyed in this
.life ; if it be the effect of love, to look with indifference
and contempt, on the moss desirahle objects of time
and sense, and even wish to part with all, and with life
itseM, for the more perfect vision and fruition of him,
whom she esteems the only amiable, the only desirable,
object of love and admiration : and if it be true répen-
tance, to abhor even the least appearance of sin, and’to
-detest and hate every false way ; to feel the most keen
and sensible sorrow and remorse for sin, because 1t -is
sin, anid to abhor itself because it is no more conformed
10 the pure and holy God, and is so ungrateful to the
best of beings, the kindest friend, and most bountiful
benefactor ; accounting sin the greatest affliction in
life, because of itsown vile nature and hatful tendency,
being against God, and separating the soul from this
‘oly being, whom faith and love justly esteems alto-
gether lovely : if this faith exerciseth itself in new obe-
dience, powerfully leading the soul to study and pursue

.
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all that God has commanded, in a constant, heprty, uni-
versal, practical endeavor to perform .every duty,
though ever so difficult, because God hath commar_}dcd
it esteeming all God’s precepts concevning all things
to be right : and naw, if these, though bhastily drawn,
be the genuine marks and evidences of a sincere repen- .
tance and obedience, which the gospel requires in all
those who hope for salvation, through the perfect right-
eousness and atonement of Christ, the great Redeenser ;
against whom, God hath said, there is no condemnation,
but they shall bave eternal life ; these who believe shall

. be saved ; those who love him, he willleve ; those who -
repent shall find mercy ; and to those, who by patient
continuance in well-doing, &c. eternal Jife : if these
things be so ; and if 1 can,by the most strict, impartial,
and renewed search, find out the state of my soul; if
this can be done, I must again conclude, that I have an
interest in Christ, and the' promises of eternal life,
through him. For, I trust, and firmly believe, God
has, by bis almighty power asd rich grace, wrought
these things in my soul, and is daily carrying on the
work.of his grace, by which, I trust, I have been enabled
to make my cailing and election sure. And I have ob-
tained a comfortable hupe, or a firm persuasion, of my
interest in Christ Jesus, the only  mediator and refuge
of sinners, even by his spirit, which, I trust, dwelleth’
in me. Notwithstanding this hope, which, through
grace, remains unshaken, I still daily renew the
trial ; though there is not a deception, that I know of ;
but I have charged on my conscience, and put home
to it in the most solemn manner ; nor an evidence of
grace, whether of the habit or the exercise, that I have
not tried myself by, dnd have been acquitted of guile
and approved of sincerity. And now the trial appears
but a repetition of what befor: was putiout of doubt ;
and a careful search after what, through grace, is not
hid : yet, as [ find the continual exercise of watchful-
ness and examination emjoined, in the word of God, and
seeing it tends to set my evidences of grace in open
light, and also tends to strengthen the habit of grace,
I wonld, by repeated trials, endeavor to obtain fresh

strength against an hour of temptation,
.- 6*
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- Through the free, rich, sovereign grace of God, ¥
have these evidences'so clear, that I canis well deny
my own existence, or that my soul is immortal, or that
1 ever performed a rational act or exercise ; 1 may as
well doubt of these as of the spiritual exercises of grace,
which appear as real, and constant, as the acting of my
rational powers; and I think Iam as fully persuaded
of one, as of the other. . But, as [ know I am never out
of dunger, and am daily liable to such darkness and’
temptations, as may cause me to quesuon all the éxperi-
ences of my soul, 1 would guard against such an hour.
But, Lord, thou only knowest what trials now await me.
Thou knowest how soon 1 may be so plunged, as that al}
these things will prove insufficient to keep me from
sinking under the pressure. "Yet, by thy blessing,
these may be a witness for me in a day of* templation 3

though nothmg but thy presence can ¢ver give me com-
fort. O, let thy almxghty grace be then, and always.
sufficient for me !

S 5K AEESEET SRS Havm
been brought to the gates of the grave, and r’eally’
thoughit myself to be dying ; death approaching me in
all its terrors, as an enemy to nature : and having lately
seen a dear friend, who has received the sentence of
death in herself, under most terrible distress of body ; X
am now resolving to enter upon a critical exaniination
of my soul, to sce what are my evidences for, heaven.

I have, indeed, made this my practice, in some meas-
ure, every day. and more especially under every sermon,
s0 far as [ can recollect, for several years, though many
times with too much._coldness and formality. Yet,
blessed be God, I hope, for the twelve past ykars, I-have
made it the grand eoncern of my life, to know God and
Jesus Christ, by the $pirit, and to know that T did so. ¥
have endeavored to get my heart awed, and solemnized,
~ by. the most powerful, awakening., and important con-
) siderations, on which my cternal all depended, and, in
' a solemn sensc of eternal thing3, I have engaged in this
: affair. And, I trust, I have had the powerful assistance
t of the Holy Spirit to gxeite me to diligence, fervency,
and close application in this work. And the result has
been, a sweet and comfortable hope, that God has, by

Py
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his word and Spirit, formed me anew in Christ Jesus :
which B'd'[reﬂ-f?ust, has been raised in my soul by the
witness of the Spirit, with the word, that { had the sure
nark and sign of a child of God  Yet, still 1 have per-
. severed in the solemn search, that, if possible, I might
not be at a loss about my state, when death approached
me ; ‘but that, in the solemn day, my cvidences might
be plain and clear. ’ .

‘And now, under a sense -of the vast importance of
having all things right in my solul, when I know it is on
the verge of eternity, ready to launch out into an un-
known world of spirits, knowing 1 can never have things _
too Wwell cleared up for a dying hour, I have set myself
renewedly to search into my evidences.

And; First, in general, as to a work of grace in my
soul ; although I cannot determine the very instant, in
which a'change was wrought in me ; yet, from my in-
fancy; I bglieve the Spirit of God was working on my
soul. ' The fitst that | can remember of any thing, was,
a concern for my soul, and this could not far exceed the
fitth flirof my age : and from that time God has been
working in me to ‘'will, and to do, of his own good pleas-
ure.© 1 have seen’ sin to be the worst of evils ; myself
the worst of 'sinners, a transgressor from the womb. |
hate been convinced of the sin’fu‘ness of my unature, the
corrupt fountain from whence proceeded every sinful
act. M i_piq&itics have appeared many, and greatly
aggtavated. © My -heart has looked like a sink of sin,
inorejoathsome than the most offensive carrion thaz
swarms with”hatefyl virmin ! My understanding dark-
and'ignerant ; my will stubborh ; thy affections carnal,
cbr_rﬁpt"hbﬂ’ﬂisérdeq"cc}; every faculty depraved and
vitiated ; ‘my" whole souil deformed and polluted, filled
with pride, enmity, carnality, hypocrisy, self-confidence,
and ail manner of sins. N )

‘1 have'seen my utter inability to help mysclf ; the
absolute need I stood in that God should work all my
works in and for me ; the infinite justice of God. if he
should cast me off for ever ; my dreadful expdsedness
.to divine wrath : and by the powerful conviction of these
things on my soul, I havé been brought ta despair of
delp in yself, or from any created arm. Only in the
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Lord Jehovah, yas my help found. I trust, God did
then bow my will, causing me to accept of mercy on his
dwn terms. I trust,. my whole soul was then made
willing to submit to the most humbling, self-denying
" terms of the gospel. Jesus was revealed to me, as the
all-sufficient Mediator, as the most suitable Savior” for
guilty, miserable siunesrs ; he whom the Father had ap-
pointed, and declared himself well pleased with. O,
how did infinite wisdoum, grace, and love, now display
themselves, in the . glorious scheme of redemption by
Jesus Christ. O here, I trust, my soul felt a divine
power to lay hold en this hope set before me in the gos-
pel, and now revealed by the Holy Ghost in my heart.
I saw God could be just, and the justifier of him that
* believed in his Son. And how was my soul swallowed
up in adoring, admiring, views-of the divine perfections,
displayed in the wonders of redemption ! I trust, I was
enabled to give up my whole soul, entirely, and. all my
concerns into bis hands. to rest upon him. and receive
him, as my prophet, priest, and king; utterly renoun-
cing my own righteousness, which [ saw was but as
filthy rags. [ saw infinite security in resting on Jesus
Christ. I think, I had the most rational, sulid convic-
tion of these things on my soul ; and, after my search-
ing, and. researching, 1 must conclude, that flesh and
blood hath not revealed thesc things unto me ; but the
Father and the Son, by the Holy Ghost.

As 1o the fruits or effects of this faith, I ﬁnd, so far
as I can discern, by continued, critical observauon, an
habitual disposition, .

~Firsty, To rest and live upon God, s the only centre.
of my soyl. To trust all the important concerus of
time and eternity with the great Mediator ; and to look
to him for grace and strength, to keep me near to him-
self, in a constant dependence on him ; renewing my
choice of him for my only everlasting portion ; devoting
mysclfto him, to be his only, and his eternally.

Secondly, To love bim above all. IfI love not God
supremely, for himself, I am under the most fatal
mistake. And my judgment must be under the power
of ‘gross darkness, unfit to be relied upon in the smallest’
matter, if my whole soul.does not go out after Geod, as.
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the only suitable object of love snd delight. Here ¥
find the most powerful attraction ! Here 1 see all that
is worthy of my regard ! Hence arises my ardent desire
after a perfect conformity to him; esteeming his law
to be holy, just and good ; his precepts concerning all
things to be_ right ; constantly repairing to him as my
only unerring counsellor, in every emergency of life ;
choosing he should rule, goverh, and dispose of me,
and every concern of mine, for ever. Hence, I trust, -
my love to his people : as 1love him, so I love all that
is his,_and gil that appear in reality to love him. His
people are my people, the dear chosen companions of
my life

Thirdly, An hablt_ua! hatred to sin, as the worst, yea,
the only evil ; the abominable thing, which my somd
truly hateth. 1 abhor myself, because. of the mbemg of
sin | 1 am necessarily unhappy, because I am a sinner.
Woe is me, because of the leprosy of sin, by which I am
so defiled, that I pollute all I touch ! 1know né sorrow
like this sorrow. O that my head were waters, and
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep, day
and night, for this grievous hurt ; this undoing sin, that
so unlikens, and alienates the soul from the hlcssed
God ! '

Fourthly, Yet a more confirmed habitual ]udgment
to be the Lord’s, though spiritual joys abate, and the
tide of affection ebb. I find an unwavering determina-
tion to pursue the. choice 1 have made, as the most
reasonable service ; conformity to God. the_substance.
of all religion. TRe most necessary, ratlonal, and
substantial good, that a creature can attain, is to be
intentionally, and designedly devoted to God, as the
chief and proper ggod, and his glory as the best and
last end. Thisis true beauty, harmoany, and impor-
tance ! | .
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Miscellaneous extracts from her Diary, which she kept, and
wrote in it almost daily, until June 1769, to the 43d year af
her age; apd is contained in a number of volumes. After-

, that time she wrote but little in her Diary : or if she did,
it appeared best té her not to preserve it.

“Oct. 1744. O, GOD, infinite in power, grace, and
holiness, I set apart this day to thee, for the people.
Thy providence calls for deep humiliation, and fervent
addresses to the throne of all grace. ~ Pity to the poor
Heathen and Jews calls upon me, though but a worth-
less worm, to use all the interest I have at whe throng of

- grace, through my everlasting advocate, for such poor,
blinded sou s as they., ‘How shall I address thee, O
God, suitably, and so as to ‘prevail ! Q, let my prayer
be the prayer of faith ; let me get near thee this day !

"Lord, 1 beseech thee, let me engage in no duty this day,

without thee. O, be with me of a truth ; and let me
find acceptance with thee. * 'Thy presence I must have,
to make my dutles acceptable : for without thee I can
do nothing. ) ’

O my*God, I do not sue barely for fluency of words,
or strong workings of affections’; bLut entirely for
acceptance with thee; to.be heard for poor Heathen
and J&ws, and thy church, O God. I thus plead. Their
case is truly lamentable, without thy pity. Thou hast
awaked my compussion by their misery. Can I enjoy
the precious doctrines. ordinances. and power of the
-gospel, and be insensible of their wretchedness ir their
darkness and unbelief! Forbid it, O God. Let me
never show such ingratitude to’thee, my bountiful

. benefactor ; nor sueh inhuman, unnidtural, and cruel
insensibility to the misery of my fellow creatures. O,
" pity them, my God, who cannnt pity themselves And,~
O thou Fountain of compassion, stir up bowels of com-
passion, in - thing own childfen, both ministers and
people, for both Jews and Gentiles, that they may come
to the saying knowledge of Jesus Christ. That we,
being all united in that ong mystical bady whereof he
is’ the head, may rejoice together, and bring forth
‘abundant fruit, to the gloty of thy free grace. And
may thy church ilourish : thy Zion triumph in her
Geod : thy ministers be as a flame of fire ; clothed with

a
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zeal and syccess ; faithful and unwearied in thy. service,
Let thy saints shout aloud, and-live like thy redeemed,
ashamed of ingratitude, and full of faith %nd love. Even
so come, Lord Jesus, in the day of thy power. Amen
and Amen. .

Oct. 26, 1744. 1 have now just finished the 18th
year of my age. Good God! to what little purpose
have 1 lived these eighteen years ! Ah. Lord, thoa hast

. come thest many years seeking fruit ; but alas ! how

little hast thou found ! How vilely have 1 requited thy

<care ! and how incorrigible have I been, under all thy
cultivations # But, sure 1 am, these unparalleled in-
stances.of ingratitude¢ and rébellion have mot stopped
the current of thy unbounded gooduess. Was ever
mortal so favored before ! It is too bold an assertion to
Bay, infinite mercy could not go beyond, considered in
itself ; yet, when I look on. it, as relating to me the
most ungrateful, unworthy, l]l-dcscrvmg of all .the
redeemed race, the chief of sinners, and most helpless
of mortals, I am ready to cry out, Never a greater
instance of-divine mercy ! It is two ‘years since I gave
myself up to God and his church ; and publicly avowed
the Lord, for my God. ‘And, though 1 would lament
my vileness, that I have lived so unbecoming one in |
covenant .with a holy Ged; yet, Oy Lord my God,
what shall I render to thee for thy preserving and sus-
taining grace ;’that 1 have been enabled to resist most-

Hierce and otherwise irresistible assaults ?-

Yea, | will praise him, who has been the health of my
countenance, and my God. It hasbeen because tirou hast
been the health gf my countenance, that it has been in
any measure healthful, hitherto. Therefore will [ still
hope in thy mercy. O God of my former revivals,
" leave me pnot noy. How many months have 1 passed

without any sensible decline.of the power of godliness
in my soul ! For near thesg two years, more especially,

- X trust I have made’ sensible progress in my christian
course. l‘lus I dare assert, to the Lonor of free,
unmeritéd gracg. To thy name, eternal Jehovah, be
the glory.  Thy’grace hath been_eultivated in my ‘soul,
notwitstanding all my corruptions. 1 have been admit-
ted to near converse with thee. ~Thou hust made such
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“distoveries of thyself, that I have seeined, -as it were,

to behold thee with open face ; and, in some degree, to
be changed into thine image. These powerful discov-
eries have formed my soul to a.holy calm and serenity ;
a deep sbasement ; holy, solemn, humble awe of the
great Jehovah ; with holiness to the Lord inscribed on
all my powers ; not only in bholy raptures of joy, with
the gracious manifestation of thy most endearing love ;
but sweetly swallowed up in the opening views and
apprehensions of Deity.  The glories of Jehovah I
cannot describe ; or even the sensible transforming
power such discoveries of thyself have had on my soul.
. And O, what a despicable worm did 1 appear to -
myself, when thou wast pleasdd to pass -before- me_in
the glorjes of thy nature, and caused me to-cry out,
4 Woe is me!.1 am yndone! I am unclean! I* bave
‘heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine
eye seeth thee ; whereifore I abhor myself and repent
in dust and ashes.” .

Yet, since thou hast been thus gracious, I entreat
thee, O God, who art still the same, my almighty and
faithful God, to show me thy glory. Lord, give me
soul-quickening, sovul-humbling, and soul-reviving and
transforming views of thyself O lLord God, arisé¢ for
my help.  Entreat me not to leave thee ; but suffer me,
yea do thou strengthen me to a holy violence, to wrestle
with thee, and tetl thee, 1 cannot let thee go, my Lord,
and my God. O, now admit me to a near converse
with thee. Unveil thy perfections, so far as a mortal
wotrm “an bear. Lord, fill a finite vapor. Break in on
my soul with divine power. Show me thy glory. I
cannot withdraw my petition. Dvear, ever gracious, all
condescending Saviory condescend to grant-my request.
Shquidest thou now bold forth thy sceptre, and bid me
ask what [ would, this should be my immediate request,
O give me transforming discoveries of thvself: Show
me thy glory. Amen, even- so, Lord Jesus. -Amen
and Amen. . -

Atw. 5. Lord, is early piety so- admirable? Is a
heart early given up to God worthy the natice -and
approbation of the whole creation, as f have heard ?
Why then hast thow thus honored me ! Is a heart early
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devoted to God peculidrly acceptable to God ! And do
such generally receive the 'most endearing tokens of thy
love ? Why then hast thou conferred’such great honor
and grace on so vile a worm as 1 am ! Lord, it would

have buen great ‘grace, and great honor, to have been -

adopted into the mumber of thy childrep, at the last

hour. Butto me it appears superlative grace and love -

10 be a young disciple of my Lord, a beloved John.
How great an honor to be-accepted, when a babe, by
the King of kings ! And how great the privilege to be
often, more often than later converts, receiying grace
and strength from God! My God, I count it an honor
10 be a disciple ; but psculiarly my honor, to be a young
disciple. . I think myself happy, that I am a member of
thy church ; but peculiarly so, that-I was admiited the
youngest member belobging to the communion ; the
youngest member -of our female society ; as likewise
‘the youngest of all my christiun friends.  Though some
do indeed despise my youth ; yet, since I know the grace
of God has appeared more glorious by it, I will rejoice
and glory in it, though it be an infirmity, if thereby the
power of God may be the more manifested, and he or-
dain-preise out of the mouth of ababe and suckling. -
April 28, 1745. Last night I watched with dear Mr.

Helyer.® [ trust God was with me. O that God would
spare his life, and restore him to health! O God, my
soul is pained for thy church. O that my own life
mnight fend off the stroke from him ! How freely, for
thy church’s sake, could I cast myseif on the mercy of
God in Christ Jesus my Lord, and take his plice ! Not
with any conteitedness of my being bette¢ prepared to
die ; but purely for the church’s sake, that she might
be built ups and not pulled down. - Lord, now in my
distress I have vowed, if thou wilt sp.re the life, and
restore the health of thy servant, then will I seek and
serve thee, by thy grace, with my whole heart. I still
‘hope in thy mercy.

May 18. This day much sunk, on account of Mr.-

Helyer and the church. 1 find eatan besets me like a

* Mr. Helyer had been- lately ordained colleague with the

reverend and aged Mr. Clap; and was now-in aconsumpum.
of which he soon died.

[ 4 -
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roaring lion. But I look to my good God. My dear
tempted Savior, can succor me, when tempted. Having
" had, as I trust, free access to God, for the good of his
church, 1 was led to confine it to the life of Mr. Helyer;
and thercfore to conclude he would sureiy recover.
And hence I told a friend, if be did not recover, I should
be ready to doubt of all-my experiences ;. and whether
I bad ever exercised a true fsith in God. And here
satan took great advantage of me.
Fune 1. On the.21st .of May, a sovereign and
righteous God tonk my dear pastor, Mr. Helyer, to
himself. And, O how do I now seem to bz stripped of
my guide, my spiritual counsellor ! Satan has this day
beset me to disbelieve all that God commands me to
belicve. And my having so strong a.persuasion of:Mr.
Helyer’s recovery, made me almpst ready to fall under
the -temptation.  And just as 1.was -ready to give all
over as lost ; as if God was not the hearer of prayer,
and my faith as well as all iny religion, must be vain,
“this thought darted into my mind, that I.would once
more see if the word of God could afford any. light to
my distressed soul. I immediately opened the Bible;
and the first words that offered to my sight, were these
in John xxi 28 ¢ Then went this saying abroad among
the brethren, that thus disciple should not die = yet
Jesus said'not unto him, He shall not:die ; but, if T will
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee 1” Here I
saw, that some mistook the words which Christ himself
" spoke. . Yet my unbelievmg heart replied, But surely
these wergynet his children ! But, upon a review of the
words, I found the saying went abroad ewmong the
Y-ethren. And now, O how was every ohjection an- :
swered ! Even Christ’s own disciples.might mistake his
expressions, and yet be disciples still : and so mlght 1
be a child of (iod ; and yet mistake his intimations of '
answering my prayers for the church’s good, for his
* . intention to preserve the life of his servant. This was
such a display of divine condescension' and grace, as
calmed my soul, and put satan to flight. There are,
however, many things dark and intricate in.this affuir,
" which I never expect to see through, until I awake in |
his likeness 3 but then | shall be satisfied.
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June 23, 1746. O my unbeliving heart ! How long -
wilt thou rise in secret dissatisfaction at God’s disposals
of me ? As I appear recovering from wmy disoraers, [
would fain think it best ; cheerfully embrace life, und
bless my God for it: and yet I feel a reluctance, even
while Lam writing. I am almost impatient for that
state and world, where my will shall be entirely swal-
lowed. up in God’s. I believe, for above twu years,
. there has not been a day, if an hour or minute, when
awake, ip which, if death had come, I could have said,
1t is come in a day or bour wherein I have not longed
and panted for it. “The vanity of this world hus rendered
it burdensome to me. I am sure the bewitehing
pleasu‘rcs of it have more embittered it to me, than all .
its sorrows.

W hen I compare infinite with finite, eternal mth
temporal, boundléss and unfathomable, with shallow
nothing, I find ther¢ is a boundless wunfathomable,
infinite, eternal dispreportion, between those immense,
immortal delights above. and these of time and sense.
And is it a small dndppomtment, when I hoped in a
short time to have been in the full enjéyment of God,”
and these glories ; when I seented 1o be on the confines
of eternity ; new glories appearing to my gazing,
astonished soul, all bright, all serene, the happy baven
from these happy views, to be ordered hack toearth,
all dark and gloomy ; the eavern far from God, my life
and my allin all ; to grovel among the insects of this
earth ; the -fear of a vain heart, that it will cLoose
vanity ! O, how shocking, how surprising the change !
‘What finite spirit, though of a superior order, would
feel no.emotion, no- rcluctance at such a disappointment,
I cannot conceive.

But, come, my most noble powers, show your wisdom
by a profound -submission. Come, ye noble orders
above ; ye-immortal choirs, assist my soaring contem- *
plation ; take me on your wings, and hasten the tedious
hours. But in vain do I call to finites. You receive
your heat from that infinite fire, and derive your light
and life from a Being accessible by sinners, through the
great Redeemer.  ‘Fhen, O Fountain of light, life, and
love, dart into my dark, drooping and benumbed soyl,

W
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some glorious beams of light, life, and love. O, make

up to me, as far.as possible_in this distant, mortal state;
the want of full, complete discoveries of thy infinite
glories. I know, I know, there are soul-ravishing, soul-
quickening, soul-humbling, soul-transforming. discov-
eries of invisibilities. These bave inflamed my soul
for those yet unknown glories ; and yet well known by
anticipation, and pre-libation. O for a fresh view, while
here. O my God, mitigate the darkness by intervening

]ight. . e

June 36. Yesterday I had a sweet morning. My
meditations of God were composed and solemn. - My
heart was fixed and enlivened in prayer. But nature
was much spent; so that I felt the effects all the day
after. O, what a clog is this body ! At night, after
serious examination by my rules, 1 addressed the throne
of grace with some little life. The blessed Spirit came,
and filled my soul with a sense of the glory and majesty
of the great Jehovah ; and of the repeated affroats and

“indignities I had -offered to him : of his astonishing
patience and forbearance, that I was not made a monu-
ment of divine wrath ; a spectacle to apgels and men
and devils. That, after such incorrigibieness, under
divine cultivation, both of the Spirit, providences, and
ordinances ; all the sweet sunbeamns of overflowing,
unbounded, infinite,sever-flowing love, I was not bound
over to suffer the strange punishment assigned to the
workers of iniquity ; but that God was yet accessible,

‘through the glerious Mediator ; my infinite need of the
Mcdiator ; my ground of strong confidence in him ;
that he was a surety, whom God the Father had ap-
pointed, and declared himself well pleased with. 1 saw
nyself “a sinner, and dare_not approach absolute
perfection in any way but through a Mediator. The
faithfulness of God afforded strong consolation.

" Thus was I held up above nature, until on a sudden
1 almost fainted ; and nature seemed as though it wonid
afford no more assistance. Yet, alter some struggles
for breath, reviving a little, my soul remembered a
degenerate workt, Heathen and Jews. - One never heard
of this dear, sure, and infinitely sufficient Savior, and
only refuge for guilty man ; and the other now saw uo

-
-
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form or comeliness in him that they shounld .desire.'
My soul could not but wrestle for these, until the body
was almost lifeless; and { was forced to commit myself
into the hands of"a faithful God ; and was. obliged to be
helped to bed.

O, if this body were no help to my devotion ; yet, if
it would but keep pace with my nobler powers, I could
bear it: but that it should drag down my immortal
powers ; I could not bear it from any hand but thine,
thou wise, good, gracious, just, sovereign God. and
Father.” It seems to me I should resent it with con-
tempt,_as an affront, should the greatest monarch on
earth "offer me a reprieve from those immortal juys,
which are in thy presence. I receive life, and bless thee
for it, only as it is the will of my wise God. Notall
the créatures on earth, nor the dearest relations here,
would make me willing to stay a moment, hadst thou
not said, “ Return and live.” But now, welcome this
body, and this (otherwise) my hated clog, and continual
burden. On' these terms, the will and glory of God,
whatever I receive from: thee, my God, I would choose
and love ; as I have chosen thy will for mine, in all
things. :

" June 30. Glory to God, in the highest, for free,
~rich, undeserved goodness ! This day, I have, at least
in heart, declared my experiences of the mercy of God,
even in the great assémbly of the people of God; and
rencwed my vows to be the Lord’s ; and called hig
saints to witness," if I forsake the Lord, in singing the
32d and 116th Psalms. ,Scarce a word in them but my
heart went with it ; and I made it my own act and
deed. O, how solemn,; how sweet, how awful was the
place ! O, unmerited free grace ! The word preached
“came with 4 divine power on my soul. T saw an infinite -
beauty and amiableness in the. all-sufficient God-Man-
Mediator. I admire and love him, for what he is in
himself, as well as what he is to me. Yea, I love his
Jaws ; his will is dear : I choose it; I place my chief
happiness in a conformity thercto. Yea, and 1 resolve

to walk before him, in the land of the living.

I suid, at the close of the service, ¢ Lord, now let thy
handmaid depart ; for I have seen tby salvation.” And

v 7’ h
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I would be wiiling such a Sabbath should be my last,
such moments to land me at the desired haven.

July. Lord, I am thine; resolvediy so. It is my
constant study, What shall I render to the Lord for all
‘his benefits towards me 2 I look back with pleasure on
all these engagements, whereby I am bound to be the
Lord’s. O, never let me retract these solemn vows !
It is thou who hast pitied my weakness, and pardoned

my most unnatural rebellion. O, infinite mercy, free’

grace, uabounded love, unspeakable condescension !
‘What shall I say of God ! My thoughts rise and swell.
My love burns and flows, while I muse on God, in
himself, and God to his creatnres. O, what shall a
finite, mortal worm say about, or conceive of, an infinite,
immortal object ! It'is high, what can we know ! Deep,
what can we do }" And, alas ! as for me, how littledo I
know of what foay be known of this dear, immortal,
-€ssential good! Yet, blessed be God, so much I know
of him, that I count all things else but dross, for the
excellency of this knowledge. ‘0O, I long te bathe
mysclf in this infinite fountain, and let out all my soul
_in God. But ah, finite, narrew, depraved capacity, when
” shall you be enlarged, O when !

Mov. 17, My soul has been much afflicted this day,
and refused to be comforted, because I am not aliowed
to go up to my Father’s house. O, had I nothing
consult but my own ease, I would venture a rack of
pein after it, if I might visit thine abode, O my God
But I must consult the duty I owe to my body, and the
dishonor I may bring on religion. O when. O when,
shall I enter thy courtsabave and live the life of heaven
born souls ! Lord, is there ne soul there, who was once
as ynmeet to partake of that inheritanceasIam; whom

‘thy free grace has made meet ? If there be not, yet,

Lord, what cannot infinite power, and free unbounded
graceeffect ? I know,if I ever enter the new Jerusa-

‘lem, the almighty power and sanctifying efficacy of the

Spirit of God, must pass on my soul, to make me a
meet inhabrtant for that high and holy place. This,
this, will not suffer my heart to objéct my unfitness.
And, alas ! my advances are so inconsiderable, that I
dare not wish for months and years ; byt rather for
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glory bégun, this gracg made perfect. Then, O then,
shail I really make advances’in love and likeness to my
God. O thou end of all my hopes and wishes, stand
not sfar off from my soul. O, let come what will, give
me to behold thy face in glory, reconciled to me in Jesus
Christ, und 1 venture all events. O, may | but enjoy
this my God, and all the blackness of hell could net
dismay or affright mey

Feb. 5,1747. Some very solemn, ewful thoaghts of
death, this day. That vast, and, to natuve, shocking
separation between soul and body, these old and “dear
companions. That this body, these eyes, this nose, and
mouth, must ere long become food for worms ; be cov-
ered with the clods of ‘the valley ; rottenness enter into
my bones ! Here | mused ; how dark the scene, while
my infirm, sickly constitution tells me, it ie Aastening
on me. :

But divectly I muse, and stretch my thoughts beyond
the grave. Here I view a risen and ascended Savior ;
an innumetable company: of -the spirits of the just made
perfect ; refined from aM the dross of sinful corruption ;
dressed in the likeness of their Ged. Transported here,
I gaze on brighter scenes of bliss, overbalancing all the
gloomy prospect, arising from the horrors of the grave.
For me to be with Christ, I esteem far the best.

Great encouragement this night in prayer, wrestling
with God for zeal and courage to dare to be singularly
goed, in this corrupt werld and age, in which I live,
and that I might never cease making this petition, until
I had obtained this mercy of bim ; mor even until I did
arrive complete in his kingdom dnd glory above. -

Fob. 6. Great refreshment and assistance this night
in prayer ; far beyond what is common for me. O,
how-was T held up, as it were, to heaven, to gaze on the
divine glory ; while the spirit of prayer and supplica-
tion wus abundently pourdd out into iy seul: yea, I
took hold of the strength of the almighty Jehovah pre-
testing with all reverence, I could not, I would not let
him go, except he bless. O it seems God did allow
me the utmost bounds’ of humble boldness. 1 saw, by
the eye of faith, the Lord, the Lord mest high, exceed-
ing glorious ; myself less than a worm. kle, most holy ;
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I, a wretched, polluted sinner, He, infinitely "wise ;
and myself ignorant as a beast befure him. [ bebeld
an_infinite disproportion between absolute perfection
and imperfcction itself ; and yet that this God was ac-
cessible, through the blessed Jesus ; and that § stood
absolute necessity of his favor, and. gracious regards:
and, with me, so did the whole race of mankind.

I wrestled in an agony for this family, particularizing
every soul in it, even to the third generation. My soul
felt their absolute need of God : and, imitating my
Savior, who being in ap agony, prayed more earnestly,
my soul was so engaged, that it stemed ready to break
loose from the body. So likewise for all the children of
God ; for our church and congregation ; for the whole
town ; fonthis land ; for our nation; and for Heathen
and Jews ldonot know that I was ever more, if so
much, strengthened and carried out, in every petition,
with such unwearied, uadivided lmportunuy, in noy life
before.  Isaid, ¢ It is good to-be here.”

But I am now fully persualled, that a few such sea-
sons, successively,. would burst the bands of nature.
For, although I was at that time insensible of my weak-
ness ; yet, since nature seems as though it would sink
and die. But, O, such a season would a thousand fold
more than fecompense me, though life should pay for it.
My soul did even break with the longings I had for the
open vision and full fruition of God : but, until then,
for as large measures of grace, as was possible for me,
a finite, mortal worm, to receive. I could not, I would
not, stop my thiist beneath the highest attainmnt pos-
sible in this world. O, how infinitely easy did it then
appear to me, for God to fill and satisfy a finite vapor,
out of his ynmeasurable fulness ! 1 longed to be filled
from the fulness of Ged. -

Feb 7. An abiding sweetness remains on my
. spirits this day, from the visitations of last night. O,
haw good is God to my sout ! How sweet the abundant
expressions of his grace and love to me! Verily, I
would I could for ever offer up my whole soul a sacrifice
of love to this God of love, for his most free and un-
speakable love to our wretched race ; and to me, the
least of them all. Here langunage fails, and my meortal
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tongue dies, unable.to utter-suchi an unspeakable mys-
tery. O, may I live answerable to such bigh privileges,
always under a realizing afid” powerful sense of such
free, boundless, sovereign love ! O, the height and
depth, the length and breadth of this love of God, which
hath stooped to regard me, even unworthy me, the least
and most unworthy of. all the finite race !

Feb: 8.  Abundantly refreshed ; especially in con-
versing with a christian friend. God was pleased to
revive in me a fresh sense.of his long experienced faith-
fulness, wbile I was speaking of his infinite gooduess.
My Savior, my almighty friend, seems again returning
to my soul. 0, 1 would Lid my God ten thousand wel-
comes to my soul ! And, O that christians would prac-
tise the duty of christian conference more ! What a
mean would this be to revive vital godiiness !

= Feb. 13. O God, if I may not get satisfied in thee,
now pass, I beseech thee, an “irrevocable decree ; O,
swear, by thyself, that hetbing else shall sltisfy me. [
want none but thee ; and if thou satisfy me not, 1 would.
remain eternally unsatisfied, pneasy, and restless. But
¥ know thou wilt do it : for thou hast bid me open wide
my mouth, and hast promised thou wouldst fill it. O
divilie power,.come with thi€'commandy and, behold, it
is opened ! Opened so widey that nothing but thy in-
finite self can fill it ; and thou wilt, consistent with thy
truth and faithfulness, fillit. Yea, T knnw thy mighty
love and beneficence would incline thee toido it, had I
not & ptomdse to plead ; even. that love and beneficence
which first. maoved thee to promise, .and has now begot
in my soul this.patted. thirst.

When shalk 1 eeme;.and appear before God ! I would,
my (Gody ‘wait witly paticnce-thy. time 5 yet,. O be not
ofended-with: my- imporwunity, which lises not, I trust,
from diseontent:with the allotments of providence. No,
blessed be:God | I have {riends, the most tender and
kind, that the creation affords. -Thy. providence hath,
and doth supply all my.wants ; so that I can say, 1 am
full and abound + [ am surrounded with goodness and
mercy. And'whan tdowk-around me, I know none on
carth: with whom [ desire .10 change circumstances :
bccausc, though I have not their wealth, -1 have not
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their cares and entanglements ; and ¢4n enjoy my God
without their distraction.  Baw, T trust, the true spring
of my desires is love 1o God, that I. may behold his face
and glory, and get free from thisbody of sin and death ;
.where and when I shall adore, love, :praise; and serve
this ever blessed God, to the utmost of my powers.
My God, my Father, my Savior; my almighty Friend,
my only everlasting portion, when shalt I sce thee in
glory ? O, the unatterable felicity, orice to behold the
God I.love ! Thou, thou art the delight of thy own in-
finite self, and beholdest thy own infinite perfections,
with infinite pleasure ; how. then shall thy poor, finite
worm, be filled, ravished and transported with the glo-
rious vision ! Could1 sce no mere of thee . hereafier,
than now, | would be content to struggle -and fight, in
this field of battle. But to see the God 1 wish! A
glance of his infinite perfections has swallowed up my
.whale soul in longings to bebold with open face. What
faint ideas Hive 1 of the perfections of God, in this dis-
tant land ! How short my views of infinite- holiness !
- How low are all my conceptions of thy admirable beau-
ty ! O, for.one moment’s contemplation of thee, as do
- the blessed above ! Bug this I know, would fix me eter-
nally there. I cannot see thy, face, and -live.-- O then,
let me die, to behold it. I would: give my life away,
for the blest vision and fruition of my God ; and-should
think myself an infinite gainer. O, tome, Lord Jesus,
pity. pity my thirsty.soul | -

May 1. God is now easing all’ my palnyby tbe slgbt
of his blessed countenance. After a few cloudy days, he
is come himself with the rod ; amd L. have so much to
do to admire him, that I lose the smavt of bat-.. Thou
art welcome, O my Gods thou art;welcomes. brivg what
thou wilt with thee. Come thyself, and it.is'avell; 1 am
happy. < have this day heard that my deoctorsays; he
can do na more for-me; considering me invurable. I
think I never did waste so fast in 1ny’life, as within these
few days. But I can, yea, I will. FCJOICG, whlle my God
doth thus smlle

May 9. Very weak and low in body to day This
is new worki To be siek is not new to- me.” O my
soul, 1 never knew what dying was. O sy Savior, help
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sne to ehcounter this last enemy, death. Since thou
hast taken away -the sting, hence arises all my hope.
‘The valley. is dark ; O, let thy rod and staff comfort
me. Let there be no delusion in my fuith.

May 10  Permitted this day to tommemorate my
Savior’s dying love. And here is my comfort in death,
How sweet were these words to my soul ! # This is my
body, which was broken. for you ; and this is my blood
shed for you.” O condescending love! Why has it
-atooped to me ? O sovereign gruce, never to be fathomed
by a finite worm !

May 11. Exercised with strong pains, amazing. to
pature. I sued for-patience with every breath, support-
ed by these words, * Patient in tribuiation ;” a Christ-
like, child-like disposition. Shall a living man com-
plain ; a man for the punishment of his sins? O, how
rood is God, that I am not always held up under such
extremity of ‘pain! Verily God is graclous in all.
Though he slay me, yet will I trust.in hlm. Lord,
thou art the portion of my soul. :

May. Weak'in body. O what a solemn 1h1ng it is
to die! How shall [ encounter death ! For soul and
body to part, must be hard work. O the important
hour, that bastens on me ! A mistake here, can never
be repaired. A delusion here, wiil prove everlastingly,
eternally fatal. But, surely, my Savisry I rest on thee
for dife and salvation. 1 see infinite fulness in thee, for
all my wants ; and my heart rather fears to die, than to
be dead. Yct this care [- wnll leave with thce, my dear-
est Redeemer, - g

May 14. I find it-to be the~ opimon of 'my doctor,
that 1 am hastening on: to my great chianye. Blessed
be God for so pious, faithful a physicidn: - And, (3, how
sweet now to survey that dear; thdt blessed inheritance !
There is my treasure, my God, and my Christ. O in-
finite riches ! Come, Lord Jesus, O conie quickly:!
‘With an ever hasty soul would 1 meet the message:
‘Transporting hour of dear release ; 1 long for-thy ap-
‘proach. 1 am weary of all below'; and for thee only do
I wait. But ah ! methinks I find too much reluctance
at lmg-ennq. and cannnt find such a cheerful freedom
to wait God’s-time, though it should be months and

s
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years, as I desire. 1 want to be:entirely resigned to
stay, if it be the will of God that 1 shouid linger along
to the utiost bounds of human life. - Lord; make me
resigned to thy sovereign pleasure.. Yet,if it:muy be,
© come thou quickly, my life; my Lord, my Joy, my
only rest and satisfaction. ..

May, Mauch better in health. But O, w:;h what.re-
luctance do I meet this life! O what an” unresigned
soul is mine! How unprepared to meet such a dlsap-
pointment | Yet, O my God, 1 am resolved never to give
over struggling, until I am fully resngm:d to this.
Help, Lerd, help
' Mapy, Great alteration in mysclf to-day. ‘Disorders
secm to vanish. God seems passing before me in ado-

rable sovereignty. . When I am raised on the wmg of
desires, as it were. just on'the entry of bliss ; :dnd joys
unspeakable are opened to me, in the most ravishing

Pprospects ;. my fl ttering disorders tell me, it was but a

dream L. wasin : I may yetlive long. O dark, O dis-
mal disappointment! How:dost thou cause. my late
transported.spirits tp flag and druop ! Sway, my soul, it
is God. ~Q adagrable sovercignty ! Ihou wilt make me
submit.. - Henceforihy, come life, come death ; only let
my wikl_ be swallowed up in thine, and all-shall be well.
1 am determined, through grace assisting, that nothing
shall displease -me which pleaseth thee. This is my
prayer. and this my-purpose ; let practice be the same.
1 may shrink at the rod, and- fear the frawn ; but still
will cling to the hand, anJ love thefaces if both be there.
Let me now take up all my rest and satisfaction .in God,
and - improve all;my Lime and talents fox his glory.-
LOct. 10 Giory tq God for bis assistance this day :
he .hag beld mp my. poor weak body beyond all my: ex-
pectatiops, through many duties. Glory to God, for
that nearness of uccess, with which I have been favored.
And glory 1o him foc that affecting sense of sin, in my
confessions’; and for that unreserved and.renewed sur-
renden of myself, soul and body, to God. Now know

I, O Lord, that thou art a prayer hearing God. Now I

know, that not all my unworthiness can stop the current
ol wnfinite goodness ; and that thou art gracious, because
thou wilt be gracious. O, how hast thou triumphed

t
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aver all those mighty difficulties, which seeme¥ to be in
the way. And as thou hast never failed, on -thy part,
in gwmg abundant matter for praise ; O let me not now
fail, in my measure, in ascribing glory gg@d honor to thy
free grace. Let me now, and for e‘, be studying
what I shall render for all thy benefits done unto me.

O the height and depth of that unbounded grace and
mercy, which breught me out of death and destruction,
into life and salvation : yea, out of all that is dreadful,
into all that isdesirable. From the strictest search [
can make, 1 must conclude that, through "free, rich,
sovereign grace, I am of the number of his chosen, re-
deemed ones ; in whom there is wrought, by the Holy
Spirit, a free, full, hearty consent to the terms of 1the
gospel ; a reliance on Christ Jesus for lifé and salva-
tion ;. with an entire resignation of the whole soul to
his-government and discipline ; a cheerful embracing of
Christ, as Lard and Savior, in all his offices ot prophet,
priest, and king 3 and in all his benefits. Andin the
exercise of this faith, cleaving tohim, and him only,
hating every false way, and delighting in the way of
holiness.

Now is Christ precmus to my soul : 1 esteem him
the pearl of great price ; the chief of terd thousands ;
yea, altogether lovely. even in his personal excellencics,
and the only suitable Savior for me. To thee will I re-
pair for all supplies of grace and strength. I long after
a thorough conformity to thee. I love thee above all,
and earnestly long to .Jeave all, to be with thee where
thou art. I'love my friends, ‘as my lite ; yet, | would
leave both Tor thee, O thou desire of my soul. O, when'
shall I be where I shall sin no ‘more?! Never act the
part of a traitor ; never behave as an ungrateful enemy
to the best of friends. Lord, I cannot bear to treat thee,
as I too uften do. O, what had T been, had it not been
for thee ! How wretched, how miserable | What hope
towards God could 1 have had! Banished from Gud, 1
must have wandered an eternal exile. O my Redeemer
what hast thou done for me ! Why were I not a misera-
biz heath-n? Why have I heard the jovful news of a |
Savior ! And O yet more, why hath he been savingly
revealed to me, unworthy me ! O the freeness of this

8
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grace ! O the mﬁmty of his love ! O my God Redeem-
er, what is it that thou hast not done for me ! I were
undang without thee. I have no hope but in thee: no
access to God, .no comfort of the Spirit, but in and
through thee. D thou best of names, and best of be-
ings. I cannot speak thy.warth ; it is infinite, and nceds
an infinite understanding to know it.

" But grt thou thus infinitely great and gracious ; and
thousands of thousands of souls know nothing of thee,
but By the dim light of nature? O send thy light and
truth into the dark corners of the earth. O, let those
who never heard of a Savior ; and those who now see
no form or comeliness in him, fall down before his most
amazing beauty. Oyreveal thyself o these, and they
shall confess- all besides is but dross. O, let Heathen
and Jews see the God whom they have hitherto despised.

‘ef. 1748. [ am amazed that I know so little of God.
Lord, J am as jgnorant as a beast before thee. 1 fear,
whether such ignorance be cobsistent with a state of
grace. Can I be born of God, and yet know ho more
of the mysteries of - thy kingdom ?. O, however ignorant
T am, in other _respects, let me know thee, and Jesus
Chbrist, whom to know .is life eterpal. Blessed be thy
name ! thuu hast chosen the foolish and base things of
this world> O then, let me but be able to comprehend,
with all saints, what is the breadth and length, and depth
and height, and to know the love of Christ, which pass-
eth knowledge, and I will never envy the most capacious,
learned understanding, in the whole-universe, who yet
knows pot thee. But art thou, indeed, my God, my in-
finite portion ; and yet I know no ‘more of thec ? O,
unveil thy glorics to my seul ! O, take me to thyselfy to
the open vision ; and I shall then know more of thee,
than the most learned, experienced saint evet did know,
in this world. .

‘I'his night I was swallowed up under a sense of my
ignorance, so that I knew not how to live underit. I
was afraid 1 was too ignorant, ever to have been sanng!v
enlightened. T appeared to myself to be the most ig-
norent wretch the earth ever bure, scarce rational. But,

" Dlessed be God ! in this time of great distregs, he was

" pleased to let light into my mind, and assure me that
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flesh and blood had not revealed God, and Christ, and
the things of the kingdom to me, soas to muke me,
choost them before the things of time and sense,

And now was God pleased 10 make such discoveries

“of his glorious fulness to my soul, as gave me some
swevt ‘idea of open vision ; and I even fainted for fuil
fruition. Q, with what importunity did I wrestle for
the assimilding vision! But alas, this clog of flesh in.
terrupted ! 1 felt as if I had almost grasped invisibilities ;
and that I would hold my beloved, and not let him go ;
and that I Would gaze for ever. Butah this clog! 1
soon found nature too faint. O crucl weakuness and dis-
ease, thus to interrupt my adoring soul ! Had you come,
and stopped me in the enjoyment of my friends, and
forbid my continuance amidst ten thousand earthly de-
lights, 1 had not said a word : but () how cruel to inter-
rupt my weary, thirsty, famishing soul, whtn justhoping
10 take my fill amidst such delights and 5,Iom.s, as were
then breaking in on my soul !

O my God, am [ thine, and shall it be thus wnh me?
Shall 1 enjoy thee no more here ? ? Then, O my cons-
passionate Satior, take, I pray thee, take me where
neither-sick nor sinful nature shall ever interrupt more.
1 am almost ready to say, could one of the perfect, bless-
¢d spirits above, who have no propensity in their natures’
to murmur or vepine, forbear to complain of such a tlog
as this !

Dec. 19, 1748. T have been with a dear child of God.
Saw her sicky dying, and dead. I saw the distiessing
agonies of her soul. God hid his face, and she was
troubled.  Satan roared, and she was terribly afraid.
De=ath approuchued her, and its horrors took hold upon
her soul.. O, how often was I called to her dyving bed,
to hear her distress ! May @' never forget, or lose the
impression of these things ! 1 saw her ghastly looks,
and heard her doleful cries. Yea, I felt her agonies.
They pierced my soul. God gave me to believe that he
would appear for her ; and I thought 1 was come there
10 be encouraged against my own death” But, ah! [
found her dying, and knew not how God was dealing
with bery as to comforts.  Aud while 1 was yet looking
1o God, she spake.  God covered lier head in this day of

H
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battle ; and she was no more afraid. Now was her
soul inflamed, while her body was cold. My soul re-
vived : I felt ber joy. She kissed me with ber dying
lips ; and, with smiles, expressed her fill assurance of
eternal hgppiness ; admiring a precious Christ, till she
could speak no more. .

O, adorable sovereignty ! T saw God in al] this. It
was the Lord’s doing, and marvellous in my eyes.. God
met me in the way of his providence. He granicd my
request, with respect to his bandmaid. I was with her
in her last moments ; saw God’s- faithfuthess : I saw
him fulfil his word to her ; the word on which he had
caused herto hope.  And, O ! may I never forget what
a solemn thing it is todie. How inexcusable shall T be,
if I should be found unprepared after all these things'!

Jpril 18, 1749. O, how soon is the scene changed !
1 was lately even swallowed up under a sense of the un-
bounded series of mercies, constantly flowing in on me:
but now anguish and horror hath taken hold of me, so
that nothing in this workl affords me any real delight or

JFleasure. My fear and dread of thunder js so great,
that I find no rest at home or abroad ; but am in one
[constant distress, whether it be clear or cloudy,_so that
nature is.scarce able to endure the amazing shock.®* O
my God, my God. my covenant God, my Bather, my
rest, my refuge, my high tower, my rock of defense ;-

for se~{ believe thou art to me ; and therefore would
cast my soul on thee, with the utmost confidence : and
yet my nature is thrown into the greatest distress at the

* Miss Anthony, from the constitution of her animal frame, or
from some unknown cause, was from her youth greatly terrified
by thunder : and was often thrown into great yerturbation and
distress, when there were any-signa of a thunder storm : and
even when there were no appearances of it, she was sometimes
in constunt distress and terror from duy to day, by apprehensions
of it; which seems to have been her case, When she wrote this.

It was truly unaccountable, that a person of such piety, and
who was often raised above the fear of death, and'did frequently
long for it, should be thus terrified. What she suspected, was
doubtless true, that the tempter took advantage of this animal
weakness and propensity, to work on her imagination, and con-
fuse, disconcert, and perplex her mind. 1In the after part of her
life, she was in a great degree delivered from these fears.
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noise of thy thunder 0, shaIl my,soul be shaken from
its confidence in thee ! Where then can this lmmorta],
this distressed soul find rest? O, stay me on thyself.
L.t me not be afraid with any amazement. "O, composé
me to a gujet temper of mind. Calm all my fears. and
1 will rejoice in thy salvation. The humble shall hear
thereof, and be glad, and trust in my God. O, say te
my tempestuous soul, Be still, be calm, be not afraid ;
it is I, thy covenant God, and dearest Father ; thy faith-
ful God, and thy almighty Redeemer. O, speak with
almighty power, and all this mighty terror shail jnstant-
ly vanish ; and sweet rest and composure. shall ensue:
- O my (od, contend not for ever, lest the spirit fail,
and the soul which thou hast made. Nor letsatan take
the advaitage, to work on my fear, and so drive my
soul trom its confidence in God. “This I believe he is
powerfully and subtilly aiming at. O, show thyself
stronger than the strong man armed. O, thou Captain of
my salvation, arise for my help. 1 am thine, and thou
art mine. Iam persuaded, neither life, nor death, princi-
palities nor powers, things present, nor things to con‘ne,
shall ever be able to separate me from the love of God in
Christ Jesus my Lord. - And though satan may, if thou
permittest, terrify and distress, even to death ; yet he
cannot break the blessed union between Christ and my
soul: and’even by death, through Christ, I should be
made a complete conqueror, over sin, satan, death and hell.

" Thaesdgy, August 1, 1749. Blessed be God for the
asgistance of the day, in extraordinary prayer fogmsthe
advancement of ‘Christ’s. kingdom and interest in the
world. I trust my sonl hath been more than ordinarily_
engaged for the out-pouring of the Spirit ; for the whole
church of God militant ; for the downial of antichrist ;
and for the bringing in of the Jews and Heathen. O
that, the savages of the wilderness may become the
Jambs of Christ’s fold! How sweet is it to be united in
spirit with a number of God’s dear children, at one and |
the same time, for the same glorious interest, even the
advancement of our Redeemer’s kingdom in_the world.!
Though absent in body, yet united in spirit and interest:
O may we lift up holy hands without wrath and doubt-
ing. O grant me unity of the Spmt, whxch is the bond

A 4
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of peace. O may (od hear our prayers! Let our re-
quest find a graclous acceptance. Fulfil thy promnse to
thy Son ; and let the glorious things spoken concerning
thy Awn b® soon accomplished, to the glory of thy eter-
nal name, and the good of thiné.elect.

w.d/ml 16, -1750. O my God, when wilt thou come
i

nto me, and release my weary soul? Theou hast now
taken a dear svint from her knees to glory. She often
told me her fears and tears; but thou wast the guide of
her youth, and the staff of her old age. She is cut down
as a shock of corn, Tully Tripe ; i a lovely pattern of piety.
T knew her humble expressions of herself ; great self-
diffidence and raised hope in the dear Redesmer. And
now Ggd has distinguished her by her death,: she was
found dying, on- her knees, at prayer. Blessed is that
servant, whom his, Lord, when he cometh, shall find so
doipg. O, methinks, perhaps her soyl was kissed away,
Her clay vessel, unable to bear the weight of divine love,
burst out with beats of joy unspeakable, pnd full of
glory Did not God, while she was in .prayer, give her
.such lively views of himself, such a ravishing prospect
of infinite glory ? DId he not draw aside the veil, and let
her behold him ? O, methinksT hear her crying in an
ecstasy, “ T cannot see thee, and live: let me die, that
1 may behold thee, as thou art.” O, methinks I see her

" drink in and gaze, until she had even forgot to live. O

blessed death! O sweeter life ! T here, -seeing ‘God, 1

® "trust, she is satisfied.

when shall I follow htr! 1long, I lfong to rise, and
dwel} above. How long, Loed God, holy and true, be-
“fore I shall hear the summons, -and drop this clog of
earth ? Ah, how am I pained at this distance:! This
frail body unfits me for every duty. My soul cannot
rise and-sing. Darkness, fears, and pain fetter my soul
in its most lively efforts. O, come, my dear Savior.
Fuly 351750, Exceeding terrible thunder snd light-
ping last night. But, blessed be God, I did npt frel
those distressing agonies which I used to feel -I be-
lievéd my God gave each clap of thunder its gommis-
sion. O what shall T render to the Lord for so far eom-
. posing my soul, aud preserving the whtle house and
family ! 0, for more hght, hfe, end love. !

- -
. H
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This afternoon hard thunder agdin: By}, blessed be
God, 1 was in no distress. ©, how good 13 God to me
in this, as well as in every distress !~ =~

Fuly 8. Had litile or no sleep last night. " Rose very
carly. Went to town.* It was extremely warm ; all
“Awhich, with a slothful, wicked heart, did-much ynfit me ~
for public worship. Yet, blessed be Gody after meeting,
I was much refreshed, and my spirits much revived, by
reading Dr. Watts’ seymon on Aearness to God, the
JElicity of the creature. O, if 1 know any- thing of
heaven, this, this is heaven, to be near my God. There
is scarcely any thing that doth so revive and sweetly
refresh my soul, even when at the Jowest ebb, as this.
How soon do 1 feel the warming, quickening influence
of such meditation ! O, what can heaven afford equal to
the fruition of God! I long for heaven, tor freedom
from sin ; and for the blessed society of perfected saints
and angels ; and on many other accounts ; but the most
pleasing, constant, and abiding jey flows from the
thought of enjoying God, as he is in himself, Iather,
Son, and Spirit, my infinitely full and all-sufficient
portion. O happy hour! Come, come, QO come, aiid
dawn op my languishing spirit. O come ! I would fly
to meet the transporting mument. But language fails.

. My seul swells with the thought, 100 big to be uttered. -
I must cease to attempt to express my longing, and lose
my soul in contemplation. :

Fuly 10. Again my soul is refreshed with _and in"
God. What can a finite creature wish or desire beyond
rest in God,? O, bow inconceivable is the happiness for
a finite vapor to be filled out of God’s fulness, and
almost seem to clasp an infinite God in itsclf, as.in
heaven, while it stretches after this God, and enjoys
him to the fyll ! O infinite mystery ! The.infinite God,
the portion of a finite worm ; and yet not completely
satisfied, until it awake in his likencss. Dy, soul
stretches for God, as though it would streich inte .
immortality. This is the God, whose betng and per-
f:ctionsI have been tempted to disbelieve. O, let me
sce him as he is; let me see him for myself ; let me

* She then lived at a little distance from the town.
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love him, as he is worthy ; of rather, let me lové him
as much as finite nature, enlarged in all its vast capa-
cities, is capable of.

O, why ahis distance ! Why this vell between ! I
wou'd gaze my life away on this beauty, and these per-
fections. O infinite Godl, thou only delight of my soul !
Itis through Jesus the Mediator, by the Holy Spirit,
that I have access to the infinite Deity himself. Be

_ not dfraid, my soul, with any mmazement ; but be

humble, sumble to the dust.
. Spent some part of this day in seeking God’s direction
afd blessing in regard to” my proposed journey ‘to

" Boston. My soul scems dtterly averse to going, with-

out the divine presence. Blessed be God'! whether 1
g0, or stay, I trust I have been near to God, and per-
mitted to wrestle hard for -his direction, . with an
unbiassed affection either for going or staying. A1l 1
seem to seek for, or desire, is to glorify and enjoy God:
for nearncss to him is the greatest felicity 1 can see or
desire.  Therefore, I leave it with God, trustihg’ in his
faithfulness. 1 wil ery unto God, unto God most high,
who performeth all things for me.

#eb, 13,1751, Last Monday, Feb. 11, at mght, my
soul was led to contemplate the heing and perfections of
the blessed God. Here I stood and gazed, until all my
soul was fixed with unutterable attention O, How did
the glory of this divine, infinite, self-existing, scif-suffi-
cient Being, raise my contemplauon, and draw out the

‘strength of my soul, with vigor and ardor, to dive as far,
and take in as much as a finite mortal being could con-
tain ! O, how glorious, how infinitely glorious, did the
exaited, immense, immortal, incomprehensible Defty
then appear, to my enlarged, adoring soul ! And while
I gazed, my soul was filled with inexpressible astonish-
ment at the many and great affronts and indignities I
had offered to this divine, infinite Majesty. O, how "~
did my soul shrink into nothing, and less than nothmg,
before Jehovah, while T lay prostrate before him, and
confessed my aggravated guilt with renewet application
to the blood of Jesus Christ his Son ! O, how mean
did all the human race then appeer! Infinitely unworthy
of the least regard from God. 1 cried, Lord, what is

.
’
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smuan, that thou art mindful of him! Man, who is a
worm of the dust, that he should be capable of contem-
plating and enjoying a Being, who is his own ipfinite
delight and happiness. O, all incomprehensible,
unfathomable Divinity, it is thou, and thou only, whp
canst trace, and fully reach these boundless depths. . In
vain my finite soul, clogged with earth, stretched after
clear and full discoveries.

But, O mighty God, why hast thou thus dignified
worms of the dust! Verily this is the highest felicity
. that hutpan nature is capable of. God himself no less

.than this infinite, self-sufficient God, whom I now behold

beyond all expression astonishingly glorious {and-yet
1 behold an infinitely small part of his fulness) the
bappiness of man! Verily my soul is here lost in won-
der. O infinite goodness and love ! This is a dignity,
even the contemplation snd enjoyment of thyself, that
the most daring sons of men would never have dared
to ask, hadst not thou, thou only, who wast able and
willing, thus dignified our nature.”

But here again, my soul, reaching after higher de-
grees of wonder, love, and delight, looked on fallen maa,
who had slighted and despised this dienity ; and, by
his apostasy, was-put out of all possibility of enjoying
this God, by any thing he could do. Here I beheld
this God providing a Mediator, even his own Son, that
8o all who believe in him might be brought to the full
enjoyment of him, in glory. Now my soul was all
£nguged, and inflamed ; my desire intensely reaching
after the open vision and-ful[ fruition of this all amiable
and glorious Being. * My soul even broke with longing
after God, my only desirable felicity.

My thoughts were very deep and fixed. T can scarce
remember any season, in which 1 was more immoveably
fixed and engaged. Nor could my thoughts be divert-
ed, after-I came out of my chamber ; but continued

" very fixed, though.I felt my “body graatly disordered
and racked  \WWent to bed ; but a violent pain' seized
“the¥erves and sinews of my head.,(so that I got little or
no sleep.

March 26..  Qn Saturday the 24th, it thundered but
1 felt composed, aud not ter rified, us I have been some
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. times :. but wheg I rctired, though the thunder and
lightning were over, yet satan was. permiitted to work
very powerfully on my fear, even to amazement. Yet
1 kept on in duty, rolling myself on God, through
Christ : claiming God as my covenant God and Father ;
adoring God for the sufficient security he bad provided
in Christ Jesus for ail that do believe ; appealing to God
for the sincerity of my faith; of the free, full and
unreserved dedication of myself to kim and his service ;
and choice of him for my portien, Lord and King ; ot
only when in great fear and terror, but in the most
sedate #8.d composed seasons I ever knew ; as well in
prosperity as adversity : a choice which flowed from a
deep, sound cagviction oft his infinite exccllency ; a
choice enticely free. 1 asserfed the -faithfulness of
God ;_triamphed in his infinite grace and love. And
all this whilc there was the most violent conflict within 3
satan opposing all thest, and many more, and raising
my fear 104 distressing height.  And thus I continued
for some time, so that when I had finished the duty of
prayer, I found iy spirits much exhausted. and my
body almost stiff, as though it had been numb.

These are some of the distressing conflicts, with
which I am frequently exercised ; so that nature seems

sometimes almost ready to faint ynder them, chiefly in_

secret prayer. | am forced, as it were, to do like the
Jews. 1t is said, every one with one hand wrought in
the work, and with the other held arweapon. O, glory
to God, who +does thus uphold e, that I am not quite
overcome by these powcrsof darkness ! O, when shall
1wy soul be at-rest in.this God! 1 long for g happy -
release. Yet 1 submit to thy will : only afford me thy
strength and gracieus presence, that I faiut not, nor be
outdoné. O, let not satan get the advantage agaiust

me. O, glory to that God, who has stood by me, and

defeated the subtil policy and malice of those combined
legions that Have risen up against me. . Surely 1 was
vo match for one of ‘these, had not Jehovah appeared
for me.

O then, my soul be not dismayed: be resolute, and ve-
sist in his strength, which has Been made perfect in thy
w_akoess. Lt not these sore combats disceurage thee

v
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but rather encourage to trust and figkt under the Lord
Jehovah. Perhaps thou art near thy joutney’s end, that.
satan rages thus,” O, droop not, then, at the end of thy
race. Wilt thoy ingloriously desert the cause of God ?
It is Dot unlikely that satan has reserved the moust violent
- asseults to-the last. But will that God, who hath never
left mein onc instance, nnsuccored, or unrelieved, now ~
- forsake me ? No, surely no. O then, my soul, fear not,
though sagan strive to shake thee. Sorffetimes he would
suggest, God is not such a Being, as I have apprehended
him to be ; and that there is no security "in the gospel
way of salvation, by Jesus Christ, to venture an immor-
tal soul on. Again, he would persuade me there is no
reality in religion ; the work of grae on the hearts of
God’s childien, in regencration and sanctification, is
nothing real ; that there is no real change in these.
And then he proceeds to deny all revealed teligion ;
and then tlie Being of Gad. Thus doth he strive to
ruin my soul. But blessed be God .who dot.h ﬁght fm
me.

March 19, 1751. Fain would my heart aspm: after
God, afid rise sbove all’earthly and sensible objects ;
but I canuoy, 7 cannot ; 1 am drawn down and held by
such clogs.and fetters. My %odily disorders are such
that I canmot fix my heart on any thing long : not un
any, thing, either worldly or religious. 1If it were only in
religious matters, I might well fear it-were indeed owing
to. the disorders of my heart. But it is thesame in every
concern of life. A little fixedness and intenseness quite
oversets'me. O when shall my soul be free and active !
‘When shall it no more be clogged with. this byrden of
mortality ! O when! My God, I long to get hear thee.
I long to reuch a more nable and exalted height of life
and fervor. I long to get above the sun, and sing
among the heirs of glory, those birds of paradise.
‘There, transported, I shall enjoy uwnbounded felicity ;
and secing him T hope to sce the God [ love ; sce him,
in the sight of whom, I hope to be like him, conformed
to his image. O blessed vision ! O.endiess fruition !
Then shall 1 not fear or faint any ferc. O come, my

“Redeemer, come away. Break- through these inter-
vening. clouds,-and set the prisoner free from gvery

-
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interruption. O, bring me, where 1 long to be, near my
God and Savior. Thou art all my rest, delight .and
desire, whilé I remain here ; and thou shalt be infinitely
more 80, When I sce thee without this veil of mortality.
What is there in life 1 count worth living fer,but theei
Does it not appear all vain, yea, busdensome, without
thee, my God ? Verily I see nothing worth living for,
but this God ; nothing but glorifying and enjoying God.
O then, why should mortality confine me here, under
such languishments ! May 1 not glorify and enjoy thee
more, when my soul is more refined, and satisfied with
full vision and fruition ? Lord, thou kirowest what is
best : yet Ilong. O come, Lord Jebus, come quickly.
Amen, o . . )

May 1753. Ihave this day been in some young com-
pany, not of the ruder sort: but, alas ! how vain, how
unprofitable the ‘conversation ! Nothing solid, nothing
real and substantial ; all vain and trifling. O how empty
is such pleasure! Are these rational, immontal souls,
who are capable of enjoying God; the infinite, iminortal
fountain of.delight and happiness ; and yet do they neg-
lect this, for such insipid, false dehght ! O mean, sordid
souls! l.et me never have my portion here. May I
always look on it, as it nrust one day appear, unworthy
the regard. bclow the notice, of a rational being, capable
of such superior joy, as is in thy favor, and the contem-
plation of thee, O my God. Here is solid, rational and
tmmortal delight, and unbounded pleasure ; all that is
worthy the vigor, ardor and delight of immortal
souls.

They may wonder at me, that [ have no taste for such
things : but I wonder, even with astonishment, at them,
that they can starve their souls thus | wonder if they
have no delight in God, as a pure, holy, kind and good
God, yet that they do nos follow something more solid
and sublime, more deep, and worthy a rational soul.
Miserable life ! O pining poverty, starving souls, most
tormenting penury ! O rather let me lose mortality,

-drenched”deep in unbounded fulness, and over filled
with deep, immense divinity !

June, 1752. O my God, my gracious God, is it so ?
My soul, my immortal soul, is it a8 I have this day
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heard ? Are believers thus nearly united to Christ 7 Is
. jta vital, spiritual, indissoluble union ; * 1 in them, and
they in me !’ My faith was'even ready to stagger at-
this, s to my ewn part. [ can hold it, in a general
view of it ; but when it is sct out in such lively terms ;
the inestimable privileges resulting thervefrom, and the
surpeising heights and depths of the condescending
grace of God,-to take worms of the dust thus near to
his infinite Majesty, 1 um ready to say, all my hopes
ave vain ! It can never be so as to me. 1 can never he
thus united to the great God-Mun-Mediator, and derive
no more life from him ! Can 1 be thus closely united
to an infinite Beéing, and yet feel so little strength and
grace ! Can I be united to the pure and holy God. and
yet. be thus'unbely ? Can 1bc in him, in whom dwells
all the fulness of the Godhend, as the branches arve in
the vine, and bear so little: fruit ? O, methinks it is im-
possible ! And yet in this is all my confidence, delight,
desire apd expectation. This makes life supportable
and deuth desirable. o

i+ O my Lord and head, am 1 thus united to thee:
thou in me, and I in thee ! 1 could never have dared to
claim such a union with the Most High, hadst thou not
revealed it. O happy privilege ! the only desire or joy,
of'my soul  The highest felicity of a rational being. as
it iy the foundation, whence flows all the happiness I
enjny, expect, or desire. O blessed union ! O dear
privilege | All ‘that is worthy the wish of a rational
creature.  Why was 1 born to be made thus happy ?
O bicssed, for ever blessed be God, that I have a being
among rational creatures, for £his.end ! That I should
be raised to this honor and dignity of being so nearly
allied 10 the great, eternal, infinite God. Here be ail
my futyre contemplation and joy. Here be all my
sense of pleasure. Here be all my sweet repose, znd
all my rest. Here be all the confidence of my soul ; its
anly centre, and fixed sbode. Here let me lose all'the
relish of creature delights : and with these, hiere let me
lose concern -to please a vain world. * ‘Let them think
me mean, sordid, low-lived, and having no taste for
refined plewsures: while my whole soul is divinely
ravished, with the infinite glories of thy nature, and the

- 9
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* felicity of bemg ) nearly united 1o Jesus the .dear

Mediator, it is enough

Lord, here T would d—lrght todwell. Itis long since
I have voluntarily chosen to lay up all my good in thee,
And 1 have never willingly retracted.. Though, alas !
-1 have too, too often seemed 8o todo ; yet, O my Geod,
my desire has been to thee, and to the remembrance of
thy name. I trust my heart has never even secretly

. drawn back from its first choice of thece; but has a
_ thousand, and ten thousand times renewed its first

solemn engagements to be thine. And, if a hearty
consent to the terms of the gospel, and a daily desire
after, and delight in Christ, and after conformity to him,
be an evidence of my union to him, 1 will s1ill hope.
\’omithstanding all my yet unallowed weakness, bar-
renness and sip, I am united to this God by faith ; and
shall be brought to glory. Here, O my soul, teke thy
shield, thy faith and confidence.. Be fixed, and.be no
more afraid. Here rejoice and triumph. 1f indeed
united to the great Redeemer, thou 2rt happy, and shall
be so, though heaven and earth pass away. As long
as the eternal God is thy refuge, notlfing but sin shall
hurt thee. And that shall not bave dominion over thee.
O my only desirable refuge, save me from every incli-
pation to sin. .

Fune 30. This day I have béen in company with
some of great note, persons of quality, who were very
agreeable, as to civil, social, affable, behavior. But I

_ would ot give one hour’s familiar, christian conference

with a dear saint ; or, what is more, one moment’s
communion with God, fora year’s converse with these.
O when shall the ties of mere civility and common
friendship be no more ; but I shall dwell and converse

where I long to be, with Jesus, and saints made perfect !

0

‘Again paid a visit long due. 1 went with some reluc-
tance ; but went because 1 would prevent or remove all
prejudice againt strict religion, and leave no recom for

. &ny to think religion made me stiff and unsociabie, dis-

rogardful of relatives. But, O, when.shall 1 dwell for
ever where I love, with Jesus, and his dear children, to
converse of him only ; for here is all my delight! O

" cume sweet bour of my release ! All below this, is but.

~
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sordnd drudgery, only as far as it is done in obedience,
under a sense of duty.

Fuly. Thisday disorderedin body ; and the weather
extremely-warm. -Yet 1 have been to the house and table
of my Lord Redeemer. I had an idea of this feast, as a
o ken or pledge of reconcilfation.  And, blessed be God,
here | have received full assurance that God was my re-"
conciled God and Father. In-this ordinance 1 saw .
represented to faith, the sum and substance of all reli-
gton, all my hope, expectation or desire. My soul did -
even break with love and joy., I longed to be where no
mortal eye could behold me, for this seemed all the re-
straint I knew. My “frame seemed as though it would
dissolve, to give vent. O, here [ saw the great Father
reconciled, by the Son reco’ncxlmg ; and the Spirit ap-
plying and sealing. O, methinks this is heaven in/kind !
All clouds were scattered : the partition wall broken
down ; and I was brought near to Godl and my Redeem-
er, by the blessed Spirit. O happy moment ! 1 saw
my evidence clear, and the truth and faijhfulness of
God engaged to'bring me to glory. Now love cast' out

i

fear. All slavish fear fled. My faith beheld the dear -

Redeemer dying, rising and reigning : and 1 was assur-
ved it was.for me. LoYe embraced and admired him;
and godly sorrow arose and joined the transport of love
-and joy. Humility accompanied my glory and triumph :
Y Jay in the dust: I triumphed to heaven. 1 appeared
below the worm ; yet challenged angels to compare
with me, with respect to redéeming love.

But O, what more shall I say respecting this memora-
ble season! O my soul;- when thou reviewest this
record, and fain would know more of it, thmk, if thou
art capable of the most elevated thought, (8] think, what
divine delight it affords a psor, weary, combating soul,
to be taken near, yea very near, her only delight, her
God ; and have the most free and intimage communion,
without a doubt, without a fear ; to behold her God and
her Christ’ secure ; her heaven sure ; yea, all she
wishes or desires approaching her, very near. And
thus. if, thou-wouldst know by renewed experience, QO
taste again, my soul. ; for this is the hest way to know ¢
for all expressions are flat, and below its worth.

1 N .

)
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Oct, ] am now exercised with a sore trial. Difficul-
ties on every hund approach. I am tried in the tender-
est part. My dear parents afflicted greatly. My natural
affections work strongly. Exposed to want and cone
tempt ; and no prospect of relief; only from the unfore-

.seen hand of Providence. All ways seem hedged up.

1 think things could not be more intricate, uniess all
was come on me, which I have reason to expect, with-
out a wonderful interposition of Divine Providence.
Yet, contrary to my natural dispasition, I am kept from
sinking. 1 see no lD_]UStlccy nor want of faithfulness
and love, in God, in thus trying ‘me. AJl my enjoy-
ments are his by right, as the sovereign giver and dis-
poser of ali things. His, as I have most solemnly and

. repeatedly given them up to his all wise disposal of

them. 1 can but adore his goodness and mercy, that
Iam so far supported under these things. My spirit is
scrious, I trust, yet not overwhelmed. 1 see God or-
dering and governing affairs relating to my temporal
interest. for my wvial. and, to human eyes, dashing all
expectation of happiness or comfort, yea, of a bare sub-
sistence v this world.  Yet 1 would sct the crown on
the head of King Jesus, and bid him reign ; yea. reign
sovcuign and glorious, in the kingd- m of providence,
governing and disposing of all that relates to me,
according to the putpose of his own will, ‘and for his
own glory. And herein 1 would rejoice and glory. O,
it is enough if he be glonfied, for whoim it is my happi-

Dessto live, and my joy to die ; whose glory is my en-

tire felicity, whethicr in adv:vrse or prosperous circum-
stances, i regard to my own personal, or family in-
terest. -

M. 19. This day permitted to wait on God in his
house, and at his tuble. 1 was glad, under my present
trials, that 1 had an oppertunity publicly to own.and re-
new my choice of God for my portion ; that; however
he mizht see'best in his providence to try and afflict
me, yet 1 would stilf own and avouch him for my God
and Governor ¢ for, though he slay meyyet will I trust
in him, and let the world know l do so. O, } long to
make some more full and public acknowledgment, that
1 now, under these most dark and distressing dispensa-
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tions of providence, esteem him the only object worthy
of the highest praise, love and delight. I trust it is.out
of the power of all created ortal finite things to make
me wretched, or unhappy, while God, the infinite, .un-
created, immortal source of being and blessedness, can-
not change, and my interest in him is irm. 7That this
God cannot change, | am confident, without the least
doubt ; yes, I am sure of it. And that my interest in
him is firm, I 4&m, through grace, well satisfied of. And
haviog laid up my good in God: I am at vest, and
pleased that he should choose all my trials and comforts,
as he sees best,

Blessed be God, my communion scason was sweet,
and, I hope, strengthening. This time twelve months
I came to the table of the Lord laden with large exper-
iences of his goodness to me in my journey to Boston,
and return home. I saw him wise and good to me
then, in his mercies : and now I see him the same wise
and good God, in his afHlictive dealings with me. O
thou best of Byings, who would not trust and love thee ?
Surely all who know thy name will.  So let me, though
thou shouldest deprive me of all earthly friends; of
health and food, and all the necessaries of. life, but such
as I seek from the charity of the world. And this,
without the constant, bountiful interposition of provi-
dence, | may expect. . Yet, that thou art, I trust, my
God affords greater joy, than when corn and wine, and
all the riches and dainties of the world, are increased 3
for thou art a sufficient portion for my soul, abstracted
from all the delights of earth. Thy perfections afford
the bighest entertainments, of which human nature is
‘capable ; and thy glory the highest end that can be pur-
sued. ‘While thy glory is the highest and ultimate end
of all my desire, love and joy, und 1 believe thou hast :
this im view, in all thy dispensations, 1 may well rejoice
i all the trials that befal me.  Biessed be God ! gll my
-affairs-are in the hands of that (zad, who doth all things,
according to the purpose of his own will; and that it js
for his own glory. Well, if it be so, then all is Wcll,
infinitely well. My felicity and eternal happiness ig
the glory of God in the dispiay of his perfections And
while my soul longs for this, l must rejolce m thc pros-

9*
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"pect of it, or prove myself most base and false. And

if 1 do rejoice in this, I must bless God for the methods
he takes to advance this, however it cross my poor,
pitiful, low and mean temporal interest.

If then I can trust God with his own glory, I.may
rest assured all is well, and my meost ardent - desires are
fulfiling. O blessed God, this gives the most adverse
dispensations of thy pravidence anotber face : when I
know no interest but the cause of God, and can confide
in him, that he will'take care of this. Father, I have
said, thy will be done. I repeat the sacred request.
0, let me never petract. Dispose, of all my concerns,
as thou seest best ; though now thy providence seems
to be exposing me to’poverty and want, to reproach and
contempt, to false reports : yet I bless thee that they
are no more. And so entirely do I acquieste in this
wise and good, though afflictive dispensation of thy -
providence, that my soul cries out, Reign, Lord, reign,
and govern all things as thou seest best.

" Dec. 1752. 1 have had a short reprieve {rom death.

" Lord, let me never forget the solemn shock, when I

was at the point of death, and really thought myself
actually dying. O the important moment, the amazing
struggle, for soul and body to part ! Never did I appre-.
hend desath so real, and terrible to nature. My soul, I
trusted, was secured ; yety O yet, death appeared the

. king of terrors, as an encmy. to nature. 1 would look

on this as a warning to me to prepare for a sudden
deathy; which Gud only knows how scon may be. I

“ 'would now live as one who daily expects another sudden

shock, that shall put a period to life, as in a moment.
Lord, I bless thee for the abiding impression on my soul,
and the reconciliation I find to a speedy and sudden

-exit. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.- However

sudden and terrible the shock fnay be to nature ; yet
grace shall gain the conquest. My soul shall r{

triumphant to the seafs of immortality and bliss. Fares
wel, my dear fricnds. You have been long and often
warned of a separation. Think not then that it 'is too
sadden, since my deily and hourly desires after immor-~
tality prevent the surprise. 1 believe and trust my
hope is secure, built on the Rock of ages. Gody my
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eternal refuge, will not fail ‘me in the last. extremny,
whethier I be able to let you know the frame of my
mind then, or not ; yet, I trust, you may rejonce in my
state, which, tBrough grace, on repeated examination, I
am confirmed is safe and secure in Jesus, the all-suffi-
cient Mediator ; to whom 1 now commit my. soul, in
expectation of a sudden death.

God has been visiting me with severe - and ferrible
pain, so that I was not able to lie in bed more than two
nights in eleven. Yet goodness and mercy still follow-
ed me, and I was made comfortable,~in the midst of
poverty and want. All my wants were well supplied ;

- food, phyiic, firing and clothing, without my care or

charge. Yet the pain was 80 sevére and extreme, that I
found, that, wnhout divine assistance, 1 was utterly una-
ble to-surmount it. God graciously shewed me my
own weakness in a tiroe of trial ; that without him, [
should faint under the least rebuke of his hand. O how
tenderly does God deal with me ! I was afraid I should
grow sclf-confident and proud, because so resigned
under the last trial ; and was almost ready to think it
necessary that my corruptions should be let loose in me,
1o show me what I was, or feared God would suffer it
50 10 bey to convince nie what I am. But, blessed be
his name. he has nottaken that method ; but by a gen-,
tler way, however painful to the body, showed me my
amazing weakness and inability to bear the least tral of.
myself. O, who would not trust this good, kind and
wise God ! O my Geod, let me still do so, though thou
continue to shut up all prospect of support from us. I
knoow thy truth has never failed me ; nor has thy mercy
neglected me. ' Why should I fear any ‘evil, since thou
art with me? I am the care of thy providence, and the
regard of thine eye. Thou wilt not leave me friendless
and helpless. Thou wilt hot leave thyself without a
witness in my goul, that thou art he.who art the help of
the helpiess, and the refuge of the poor.. 1 trust thou
wilt supply my wants, while here, and at last bring me
to gloyy.
Feb 1753. God seems now about to dcpnve me of
the dearest enjoyments here, even secret retirement. . 1
lately thought, it was out of the power of all xhingu

7
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here below to make me unhappy : but I ‘had forgot my
religious privileges. Now { am ready to say, I shall
never enjoy myielf more. If I cannot unbosom my
soul to God in secret, farewell comfort: I must sigh
out my remaining days ! O my God, teach me a be-
coming temper, under this dispensation. 1 am ready
to say, I do well to grieve for this, and to refuse to be
comfoited; because it is the enjoyment of God himself.
How can I keep up lively communion with God, in the
constant hurry and converse of the world, and creatures?
1 never yet could. .But, however, there is surely some
submission required of me, to all the allotments of di-
vine Providence. O, be thou my teacher. Lord, m¢
soul is overwhelmed, do “thou appear for me. My way
seems hedged up, and grows darker and darker daily.
But O, may I not mistrust my good God in the least,
who, I believe, has, in infinite wisdom, appeinted every
trial for me : not one but whatis the result of perfect
wisdom and counsel. (O then, Iet me patienily bear
every trial, until it shall please my kind, wise and good
God toremove it. O, let me not faint under this afflic-
tion ! O, where shall I _go, or what shall 1 do, when I
may pot pour out my -joys and sorrows, into thy besom,
O my compasslona;e Savior !

" God is now denying me all opportunity for secret re.
tirement in my father’s house, another family havieg
moved into 't ; though all things ¢lse appear more com-
fortable for -my abode there, than they, did some time
past s and is by his provxdence, and the desire of some
fricnds, compelling me, as it were, to be abroad, where
I can with freedom, without restraint, enjoy religious .
privileges,. both private and secret ; yet with some dis-
adrantage to temporal affairs, and with no prospect of a
continuance ; so that I am kept very unfixed at present ;
and there is no prospect of my being more settled.
Lord, 1 wait with bope. Thou hast bgen my refuge and
trust ; a'very present help, in tfime of trouble. I laok

" unto thee yet. I cry unto God, unto God. Most High,
who hath and Z trust will, perform all things for gne. O

lead me in the way of duty, that 7 may net go astray.

Thou bast never yet left me in any exigency s shall I
now distrust ! Fortify my heart against every despond-
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ing thought : and when thou hast prepared me for, take °
me to, those dear mansions above, which thou hast pre-
pared for thy children. O fix me there near thyself. -
Come, Lord Jesus, O come quickly’! The world scems
weary of me, throwing me from place to place s and I
surely am weary of the warld. We are agreed to part.
O then, why tarry I here Lord, 7 am satisfied with this
mortal life. I wish, Ilong for a release. I thirst for .
the waters of immortal life . I groan, being burdened
with earth and sin. Fain would my soul reach the
realms of light and life, and go no more out ; but dwell -
near Jesus the transcendent Redeemer ; the lovely Me-
diator ; the joy of nations; the darling of thy saints ;
the desire of my soul. . -

Marchk. O my God, when shall my soul be entirely  «
conformed to thee ! T know it sha}l be, when J awake m
thy likeness : but I long for greater degrees of sanctifica-
tion in this life. O make me inwardly and hiddenly
conformed to thy will and law ; that my whole soul may
be transformed inte thy image. (), cause that the ine
most recesses of my heart may be sanctified : and give
me that sweet, that lovely grace, sincerity in the inward”
fiart. Tam weary of this designing; deceitful, treach-
erous heart. Lord, root out of my soul. all that is not
conformed to thee. Set fire to the stubbley.und burn it
out of my heart.. Tear out this base, this wietched,
sordid selfishness. Slay this pride and uppesition to -
thee. My soul thirsteth for that righteousness, W!’liC’h
. only shall rerder me pleasing in thy sight ; in thy sighty

who art of purer eyes, than to behold sin, and canst not
Jook on the least iniquity, but with infipite detestation
and abhorrence. O, come, blessed Spirit, O come,_and
work in my soul'a hearty, entire, umw?rsal, pel'fe_ct coh-
formity to God~ Nothing belaw this can satisfy ot
tent me. C R
conBlit, alas ! Istill find my heart prone to forsake God.
This wretched ungrateful soul of min’c is bent to back~
sliding. All things reproach-my sordid soul ; an'd clers
nal infamy seems to await such an abuser of infinite
Jove and benignity. O my soul ! Why art not thou
confounded with shame ? Was ever a wretch more vile
and‘ungratefnl ? Look all aroynd thee, and see heaps on

s
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heaps of abused, forfeited, slighted mercies. Where
shall 7 hide my guilty head ? Can such horrid treachery
be in a single heart ? Can sich unnatural rebellion ap-
pear in a soul consecrated to the law, interest and
authority of its sovereign ? But O, still more affecting !
Can such heights of ingrajitude, enmity, rebellion and
disobedience, remain in a child, bound by all the obliga-
" tions of gratitude and love, to honor, love, fear and
serve a kind, wise, good and gracious Father ? O God,
- can it be ! What are my hopes ! How inconsistent my
-practice ! Lord, screen my guilty, obnoxious soul, from
the eternal,'amazing reproaches of such horrid ingrati-
tude. O Jesus, the hope of thy peaple, ‘the refuge of
the -distresied: save me from the tormenting reproach,
which my ingratitude deserves  Surely, O surely, the
least deviation from thy law, or trespass against thee,
“aiter such mercies as I have been favored with, deserves
infinite revenge. But O, sovereign prince of peace, I
hear thee say, “ Fury is not in me; to those who desire
to make peace with me.” O, infinite grace ! Here is
my everlasting “confidence, even in Jesus the. Mediator
“of reconciliation. O my almighty refuge! through
thee I have the utmost confidence, and boldness of ac-
cess, even to a holy, sin-revenging [God ; confidence, as
to a father, without:the least slavish fear. My Redeemer
is the Son. His Son is my surety and advocate. O
biessed privilege ! glorious security ! My soul is here
at rést from fears of - condemnation ; but restless for
perfect conformity ; always to serve gnd please God.
April. This day visited a dear afflicted relation.
One in-inexpressible distress of body, who has received

. the sentence of ,death in herself. I find miy affections

strong, and am forced to stifle, check, and hold them in,
lest they should quile overcome. O Lord, I have
sworn, and may not go back, that J will give up the
dearest enjoyments here below, at the call of thy provi-
dence. I have svlemnly renounced relative self, so as
to resign my dearest friends, at thy call, without mur-
muritig. And now the vows of God.are upon me, and
I cannot go back without perjury. Lord, thou knowest
what strength of affection I have for my friends ; that
_there is nothing iu life, next to the enjoymem of God,

’
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that Tam so wedded to. Yet these I now give up to thy
divine disposal. O, let me have no will of my own;
but be always swa:lowed up in thine. And, O my God,
prepare me for every trial of this kind, that 1 moay be

called to endure : for 1 know, without thy strength and °

grace, | should be but as a wildbull in a net; or as a
bullock unaccustomed to the yoke. 1 should rage and
foam, until 1 had grieved thy Spirit quite away. O my
God, now help me by thy grace, through which | resolve

to watch my heart with the greatest diligence, - Lord,

help me !

April. Lord, when shall I put from this tempestuous
shore ? I am weary of the world. 1 long for a calm,
cool ret#dt from noise and heat, and all the sordid
clamors of earthly, groveling souls. I1'hate the sul-
phureous breath of calumny and <etraction. My soul
was made for harmony and love. And without this,
immortality would be a curse ;. my being a horrid tor-
ment. My soul abhors rancor and envy. I detest evil
surmises, and love the balmy air, where peace and
friendship reign unmolested ; where sharp arrows of
the mighty, with coals of juniper, never fly ; nor clouds
of smoke fiom the infernal pit, suffocate the air, or
taint or poison the dear associates. O there I would

7

fix my dear abode ; wide from the wrangling wretch, |

who courts resentment and revenge : nor should his
rage, nor should his yells, within the’ sacred realms be
-heard. My soul is near allied to spll‘lts born and bred
on high, where no rescntment ever rises: nor is the
vulgar passion. common to fools and madmen, with the
sordid bull and bear, ever known there. There, sweet
are their joys, and blest are their souls, where all unite
in piety and love. O,\I log to join the lovely band ;
nor would I ever quit the dear delights.
Starce any thing in_life gives me a greater disgust to
earth, than the sour and severe reflections some people
take a pleasure in making on their neighbors. 1 hate

concradiction ; yet conscience often obliges me to vindi- -

cate the injured absgnt. 1 had rather be countéd a fool,
“not capabfe of resentment of injuries, than feel the
disquicting passion in my soul. My Savior would have

his disciples, wise as serpents, but harmless as doves.

\
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4t is that it has so little influence on my practice. Lord,
I aum ashamed, and even confounded before thee, that I
follow thee no closer ;. that 1 am no more conformed to
thee ; that I keep thy commands no better. Sarely 1
love thy law. Init is all my delight. Iapprove ol it,
as most right. - My very soul, if 1 am not utterly de-
ceived, smith, it is more to be desired than gold ; yea,
than much fine gold.. All the duties thou hast enjoined
on me, 1 love, and long to practise. O then, why do I
neglect 2 Why am I not just what God has comnand-

ed ? O, why do I not express the devout sincerity of my
Jove to God, by w universal and perfect conformity to
all his laws and precepts ? O my God, when shall it be ?
Why, O why, does my practice proclaim such ingrati-
tude ? O my best friend, my Father, my Savior, my
kind benefactor, compared witl» thee, all others are but
empty names : Why then do I not always do the things
that please thee ! O help me, Lord, by thy grace and
Spirit.. 1 want to be such as this wise, good chg will
_approve.

May, 1 bave this day heard two more dear sermons
from I Pet. i. 22. 1 still find farther cause of humilia-
tion, that 1 fall so short of what 1 ought tp be ; and yet
strong evidence that 1-have this divine principle of love
to the brethren rooted in my soul. 1 find the most
steady, cordial affection to all, so far as I can ciscover

" the image of Christ in them. 1 have a present proof
of this. Some persons whom I heartily love and honor,
believing them to be dear children of God ; though 1
have reason to believe very disagreeable. I have heard
much amiss of them ; 1 see many things "in their con-
duct, which, though 1 do not condemn as sins in them,
yet I believe would be so in me, if I were to act them ;
and which are quite contrary to my sentiments, and
turn of mind : yetl feel a disposition, on every occa-
sion, to cover their failings with a mantle of love, putting
the most favorable construction orn all their actions;
even when they appear to be against me. God is my
witness, how dearly I love them, without any natural
bonds, to engage me to this love ; and how greatly I
long for their comfort, bath in temporals and spmtuals ;
and how I desire to serve them.

. 10° , -
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I find a s%eet cementing love to all the members of
Christ’s body, wherever they are dispersed, up and
down in the world ; not only those of my own acquain-
- tance and opinion ; but those whom I never saw ; and
who differ from nie, in many respects : yea, even those
who contemn and despise me. Love to all these ap-
pears fo be a spiritual, ‘genuine, gracious affection,
which extends to all saints. Witness the reflecting
seasons I have had, when wrestling with God for a
time of refreshing from his presence on all his children.
I have felt the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace,
sweetly drawing out my own heart to love and long for
them, as for my own soul.

And 1 have found of late, this love more strongly
acting, more sensibly exércised, than formerly ; and
felt the satisfaction of it, though, until now, I have not
rejoiced in it, as the strongest evidence of my love to
God. And therefore I have this farther proof of my
sincerity ; that I did not cherish and hug this frame or
temper, bucaunse, or on account of its being an evidence
" in my favor ; butfor its own worth, being good in itself,
proceeding from God who 'is love, and commanded by
a good God: and the nature, properties, and tendency
all divine. If Ilove not God supremely, for himself,
and his children, for and in him, I must doubt whether
I am rational, or capable of judging or knowing any
thing of the actings of my mind.

Fune 10. 1 have this day heard two excellent ser-
mons on enduring temptation. My soul feels such a
mixture of joy and grief as I cannot express. I feel an
. unspeakable=joy in the liberty of public worship ; and
yet [ am melted in grief and sorrow, because deprived
of secret retirement. I have had no opportunity for
this the last week : but what fixedness I have been al-
lowed, has been in a common room ; for 1 have not the
privilege of a closet or a garret for retirement. This
takes away almost all the relish of life. 1 feel a more
sensible indifference for all other comforts of life, than
ever ; and what I have formerly most feared and dreaded,
now seem matters of indifference, neither feared nor
dreaded ; as though nothing could give me any trouble,
but the want of secret, fixed, and.solemn communion

*Y
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with God. 1 am ready to burst into a floed of tears,
when I look on the dear children of God, miy christian
friends, and think how they can pour out their souls in
secret, into the bosom of their God and Savior, O, how
did my soul long this day, when public worship cnded,
to retire into some corner, secure from all fear of inter-
ruption, and pour out all my soul to him ! I wasalmost
ready to go to some christian friend, and vent my grief]
and beg a place of retirement. - Butl feared it might
offend them, as phaus‘ucal, and satan take the advantage
to distract me about it ; though mY sotl did even break
‘with the longing 1 had for my God. O God, thou
desire of my soul, appear for me. Every day’s preven-
tion seems to increase "the vehemetit longings of .y
soul for an opportunity. O when, when shall 1 come
and pour out my soul before thee in secret !* When, O
when shall I enjoy thee,"as 1 have enjoyed thee, in se-
cret duties ! Let me never forget the pain I uow endure
* in heing deprived of retirement, when my soul fegls the

most devout ardor, and fervent longings to get near my

God, and plead my cause before him.

Yet, blessed be God, who, I trust, keeps me from a
repining impatience, I hope I feel a childlike tender-
ness, under the rod. 1 weep beneath " the “stroke ; and
desire to justify. love and rejoice in my Father for ever,
I find a disposition, under this heavy trial, to justify
God, and speak well of him, before my dear christian
friends, who tenderly pity and sympathize with me:
and 1 am afraid freely to vent my grief to "them, lest
satan should take the advantage, and betray- them into .
some unbecoming thoughts of ‘my kind, good and gra-
cious God. O thou, thou thyself art the desire of my
soul ; the perfection of beauty ; the only delight of my
immortal 3pirit, whatever thy outward dlspensatlons
may be, towards me.

June 17. This day heard two more precious sermons
on enduring temptation, Blessed be God, I have had a
litlle move opportunity the week past for secret duties,
though abroad, and attended with frequent interruptions.
O, | find ths want of my former uninterrupted oppar-
tunities. O if ever a thirsty hart panted for the'water

. brook ;- more, unspeakably more, does my thirsty soul

-, -
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pant after God, the living God. When shali I come and
appesr before him ? 1 Jove God's sanctuary. I clasp
the precious moments ; embrace the deur season ; and
feel an unspeakable satisfaction to find myself worship-
ping God, the supreme Deity, who is infinitely worthy
of ail possible adoration and worship ; and long to con-
tinue the sacred exercise, where no mortal eye can see,
or ear hear ; but the omniscient God alone witnesses the
devout ardor, the intense fervor of my love; whlle,
with undissembled sincerity, I pour out my soul in ve-
hement, immortal breathings after him, the infinite
good, in whom is alt my delight, or desire. O that I
could ence enjoy that blessed, that happy retirements I
have long enjoyed. Methinks I should feel myself on
the barders of the heavenly Canaan. How, O how are
my Sabbathy spoiled ; my glory defaced, the Sabbu A.
This dcar day I loved. and was concerned to spend every
moment in the exercises of religion. 1 felt impatient

of every moment that was taken up in civil, or social,’

and even necessary concerns.  All was burdensome to
‘m: on the Sabbath, but the time that was spent in public_
or private duties. But now, every minute, almost,

beside public worship, is spent in company, and worldly -

conversation. Lor these things my soul is melted, and
sorely bowed down.

Seps. 2. O how infinitely gracious is God to unwor-
thy me ! I have seen the King in his beauty, and the

land that is far off, by faith, wbile in his house, and at ~

his table. I have this day tastéd that the Lord is gracious.
My soul was even overwhelmed with the wonders of
divine love and grace, of God munifested in and through
Jesus Christ his Son. I was obliged to put the utmost
restraint on myself, to prevent discovering it, before the
dear commuuicants. I was scarce able to contain my-
self ynder the powerful communication of divine good.-
ness te-my soul. I have had a sweet pledge and fare-
taste, this day, of cternal life. My soul was ralﬂ
above rhis earth. Here, O here, I let go my hold? g
every creature enjoyment, and elasped the imm

God, in the arms of my faith, as the only desireble por
tion of my soul. And here, ) transporting goodne§s
helc he displayed his infinite fulness and perfection, as
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worthy my everlasting confidence and delight. 1 said,
It is enough ; my soul can wish no more. Burst, ye
bands : break, break ye fetters, and let me know the
extent of my blessedness. I found, indeed, as his word
testified, Christ to be the bread of life. And here, [
trust, I did find strength and nourishment, by faith in.-
Christ, at his table. )

Let them despise this ordinance (if they dare speak
evil of thosg things they know not; who never enjoyed
God init. Butsurely my soulshall fof ever magnify
his name for this glorious gospel feast, wherein all the
blessed privileges ar'd promises of the new and everlast-
ing covenant are held forth, Hisplayed, confirmed and
sealed. O methinks the sum and substance of the
whole law and gospel is here displayed to the believing
soul, beyond what it is in any other mean or ordinance
on earth. This I have reason to call the highest privi-
lege, this side heaven. The enjoyment of God at his
table, seems to have the nearest resemblance to the
pure and peifect enjoyments of the heavenly state,
Blessed be God, - who has, for several months, if not
years past. in my most dull, dead, or disconeolate, dis-
tressed frames, brought me near himself in this ordi-
nance. Here the partition wall has been broken ‘down,
Here my soul draws near with confidence, as to a recon-
ciled God, through Jesus the Mediator, by the Holy
Ghost : even when § could get near, in no other duty,
here I have ventured, and found speedy access: for the
blood of Jesus has given boldness. :

And now would I walk with God, as did Enoch. I
have, this day, rencwed my solemn engagements to be
the Lord’s entirely, body, soul and spirit ; confessing
sin ; flying to Christ for pardon ;- giving up all niy ¢n-
joyments to th posing hand of Providence ; and, by
faith, I trust, seeking to God, through Christ, for grace
and strength to practise every duty, and bear every
burden, so as it may be for the glory of his name.
Lord, prepare me for desth or a life.of trials. Thou
knowest to which I shall be called.

Sepr. 1 have this day heard a sermon from Eph. vi.
1. © Children, obey your parents in the Lord ; for this
is right.” The parent’s authority, and the duty of

. 10®
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ch:ldxen, was shewed Upon a strict inquiry, I have
reason to be humbled that I have fullen so far short of
my duty to God, and my dear parents. God bas given
me the best of parents, whom I am under innumerable
obligations to love, honor and obey. I know of no per-
son in the world so happy in parents, as I am. But,
alas ! I have abundant reason to be humbled before God-
and them, that I behave so unwortby a child, thus.highly
favored
Yet, blessed ‘be God, I hope it is my most sincere
endeayor to approve myself grateful to God, and dutiful
to them. And, upon a strict search, do not remember,
that I have knowingly and wilfully transgressed any
positive command of theirs ; nor acted contrary to what
I thought was their mind : except in matters of reli-
gion, where conscience, and a sense of duty to God, has
inclined me to some things, which they would have
chosen I should not ; yet, through their lenity, did not
absolutely forbid. I-know I have sometimes exposed
my health in the ways of religion. beyond - what their
tender affections for me could fredly consent to.f yet it
was with grief, from a real sense of duty, and ardent de-.’
sire after the enjoyment of God. And I know this zeal
has made me venture as far as I dare, without violat-
ing a positive command, which I do not know that I
ever did knewingly. But in other matters I have en-
deavored to shun every thing that was disagreeable to
them; and to practise those things which were most
pleasing to them, upon the smallest intimation of their
pleasure. And I have never wilfully or knowingly abu-
sed their tender indulgence, their unwillingness to con-
tradict and cross.me. To take the advantage of this,
has been highly detested and abhorred by me.” The
uncommon respect and lenity they haf® shewed 1o me,
especially in matters of religion, has-often filled me
with shame and blushing ; and has never lessened, but
_increased my sense of duty and respect for them.  And
the least discovery ] have made of disréspect to them in
my carriage, though not taken notice of by them, so far
as I could discern, has filled me with the deepest resent-
ment, detestation and abhorrence of myself, and the
~ severest reflections, before God. The strepgth of my
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affection for them is much greater, thanto any creature
comfort, in this world ; and no worldly trouble goes so
near my soul, as that which afflicts them. Their troubles
are most sharp and cutting to me. And the loss of my -
Parents, 1 fear, would be almost insupportable to me.
This is what my very soul shrinks back from. And
therefore I daily find need to go te God for grace to
bear such-a trial, if called to it. That I do love them
most strongly, I know. But, alas, how fardo I fall
short of that filial respect and reverence, which I do
acknowledge to be their just due, and my duty to give
them ! °

Ah, Lord, how short do I come of those relative
duties, which are incumbent on me! Thou mightest
justly deprive me of the comfort of these dear créature
enjoyments, which have- hitherto, through thy blessing,
rendered my life so agreeable. Thou hast given and
continued to me parents and sisters, free from every
scandalous transgression, possessed of many agreeable
qualifications, and in good repute ; tender and affection-
ate, to the last degree : most amiable and desirable, as
relatives. And I hope some are possessed of thy grace.

- None, 1 hope, altogether unmindful of thee. O when
“shall they all strive to glorify thee, with souls possessed
‘with sincere love to thee, and all thy ways?

O, how great -are the obligations lying on me, both
from God and them, to behave most dutifully, setting
forth a bright example of piety and virtue! The solemn
and distinguishing profession I have made, loudly calls
for this from me. Lord, what shall I say ! I am con-
founded, when Ireflect on the many obligations lying
on me ; and how far short I come.

April 4, 1754, Fastday. This is a day sct apart by
a neighboring government for humiliation and prayer. .
And as 1 am called upon by my pastor and the church
to join with them in public duties ;_so 1 would gladly
sequester the time from worldly concerns, for sécret
duties. Especially is God calling me« to it, by the alarm-

. ing reports of war, which are now spreading ; as I have
laiely renewed my purpose, to seck the Lord for his
-glory in the good of his chosen ; and thesetwo occasions
are Now offered, which I knew not of before, viz. A day
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set  apart for that purpose ; and the rumor of war
spreading, so soon after it ; I am therefore more con-
firmed in my purpose. Lord, excite and assist. O be
thou in the midst of thy people this day.-

This day, 1 trust, through grace, my soul has 'been
engaged with ‘God for personal, family, town, land,
pational and universal blessings. O blessed be Cod for
assistance in confession and petition.” l.ord, I leave
them with thee, for a gracious_ return, threugh Jesus
Christy our glorious high priest: and beg supports
or relief for my frail, fainting tabernacle, which is even
ready to dissolve. " -

Aprit 21, Heard a sermon from Jer, vii. 22. « Is

there no balm in Gilead ? Is there no physician

there ?’ &c. My soul has been'in a serious, attentive
frame, this'day, reaching after, and relying upon the
only Physicidn of souls. But this night, by faith, in
prayer, I saw him more clearly, whom my soul loves,
infinitely beautiful and glorious. O, how suitable does
he appear for the work of @ Mediator ! How every way
infinitely fit did he appear, both on God’s part, and on
man’s ! And the shameful, shocking reproach it cast on
all the divine perfections, to refuse a cordial compliance
with these most wise, most kind, most just and most
reasonable terms of salvation, which the gospel holds
forth. O how did my soul acquiesce in this wonderful
scheme of redemption, by this wonderful Redeemer !
Every attribute and perfection of the divine Being,
appears in full lustre and glory, in this work of, grace.
And man appears the most base, sordid, irrational and
stupid, when he refuses to come in, on this gracious
invitation. Lord, here at thy cross I throw down’all
my weapons of rebellion ; all my natural enmity, pride
and stubbornness : here I give upall specious duties,
good frames. and proud pretences, and glory in the cross
-of Christ. In this, I esteem the wisdom of God, and

the power of God. ‘And in a compliance with this, I °

esteem man’s highest wisdom, strength, beauty and
riches. ” Q3 the tizhes both of the wisdom and goodness
of God! 'O thou Prince of peace, 1 here fenew my
choice;” and all my engagements-to be thine. Did
others sec that exoellency in thee, which I now bebold
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by faith, they must submit, and acknowledge thee to be
the chief of ten thousands, and altogether lovely. 1 must
cease to be rational, if I did not now choose and em-
brace thee, under these views of thee ; and venture my
whole salvation on this gospel method. ’

Fuly 7. -Sabbath day. Last night and this morning
I sought the Lord for his presence with me, in his
house, and at his table, this day, though several cir-
cumstances seemed to concur to prevent my attehdance,
which gave some damp to me ; and I found not that
access I hoped for, nor that lively exercise of grace

that I desired. Yet I hoped I had my eyes to the Lord -

for his presence and grace, and felt not wholly barren.
But was still more fixed and enlivened by the sermon,
from Psal. xxvii. 1. “ The L.ord is my light and my
salvation.” And when permitted to commemorate the
dying love of my Redeemer, my soul was even swallow-
ed up in love, wonder and admiration. What tongue
can express, what soul conceive, the boundless depths
of divine, infinite love and condescension to a world of
mankind ! And 1o me, unworthy me ! Has the great
and glorious God provided all these great and glotious
things for me ; for my delightful entertainment 2 All
language fails. My soul is unable to express thé
enlarged and extensive views of the divine goodness.
Again, this afternoon. all my devout reflections, and
grateful sentiments, were revived and enlarged. I

know not whether I ever enjoyed a better day  But.

ah ! I felt mysclf doubly fettered.; in the body, and the
body fettered with fellow mortals ! I longed to have
Ieft both ; but if not, I wished to have been where no
mortal could have seen me i for my, soul was cven
ready to break through every restraint.  ‘1his has been
like one of the days of heaved on earth to my soul. O
the boundless, endless treasures of grace and love ! O
the unsearchable riches of grace! But why do 1 attempt
to speak of these astonishing things, | have this day
been allowed tu feast on? ‘Fo write or speak of these
things, at this time, is ke turning up -a full bottie,

where the hasty pressing of the liquor stops the vent. |
I am lost in conceiving and contemplating ; mueh «
more, in describing ‘or uttering. The pewers of my

¢
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. soul are straitened. The faculties of my mind, I sen-

“sibly feel, are overpuwered with divine, infinite, etergal
wonders. No wonder then, that the organs of the body
are unable to perform this part. Let it suffice to say,
I have this day by faith seen the King in his beauty, and
the land that is afar off. I have been satisfied with the
goodness of his house ; and yet am insatiably longing
for full fruition. .

It is enough ! ¥What more could God have done for

me, or entitled m=to? It is enough ! ‘The infinite God

.-has given me an infinite fulness. It is enough! I see
it so. I can wish no more. My finite nature can hold
no more. When enlarged in all its faculties, then the
full fruition. And this earthen vessel can only bear
these drops ; ,and with these is ready to dissolve.” Didst
thou not support it, this day would have proved how
brittle it was, such were the powe1 ful discoveries, with
which God has favored me.. O God, tet them. be .¢n-
Jarged into full fruition. O, when shall I sce and know
all that of which my finite nature is capable !

August 9, 1754. 1 have been much taken up of late
in company and conversation : but both have been
chiefly of a religious kind, and therefore nore satisfac-
tory in its nature, than otherwise it would have heen.
But yet my soul wants to retire from all things temporal
and visible, and converse in a more intellectual and
spiritual manner with invisible realities.- I know I have
a spiritual part within, which was never made to feed

. on any even the most refined sublunary enjoyments;
an immortal nature, which must have eternal things to
contemplate, or it will never find rest and delight ;

capacious soul, which must have an infinite object to
busy and entertain its noble facultiesand unbounded
desires ; that nothing but an infinite, eternal, sslf-suffi-
cient, self-existent good cun suffice. And, through
grace, I trust [ have a gracious principle, a new nature,
a regenerate part, a love stronger than death, that does
most powerfully carry my whole soul after a Being who
is most wise, most holy, just and good : and after all
creature converse, will remain unsatisfied, without
gensible and sweet communion with this Being. I find
nothing in all the vast creatioo commensurate to the



LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY. T 19

unbounded desires of this capacious spirit. And,blessa
ed be God, 1 find nothing, that can give renewed nature
a moment’s satisfaction; but this holy, spmtual Bring ;
what comes from and centres in him. In vain a thou-
sand amusements and tempting vanities offer their
assistance, to mitigate his tedious absence, or grace his
return : for I quarrel, and complain of the whole system
of nature. 1 feel such a restlessness, a3 I can no ways
account for, but that the God of nature and grace has
sworn that nothing but bimself should ever delight
me.

I did lift my voice to heaven, crying to the propitious
Deity, who had himself formed my soul with such facul-
ties and powers,as must pine awayin tormenting penury,
without him ; that he who knew his own infinite per<
fections, would cause that none else should ever satisfy’
me ; but that I-should be for ever restless and uneasy,
when he did not candescend to visit me. A deep sense
of the divine, supreme excellence and perfections ; the
boundless capacity of my soul; and divine love to God,
inflamed my heart; and lively faith ensboldened me to
ask : and infinite, dmne condescensnon, 1 trust, heard
and granted the request.

August. - My time has been take% up chiefly the
week past in a diligent, though, bles be God, not an
anxious attendance on my calling. 1 find God is, by
his Spirit, daily clearing my evidence, and delivering
-me from a spirit of bondage, whereby 1 have the testi-
mony of my conscience, that in simplicity and godly
sincerity, I have my conversation in the world. Iknow
the natural bent of my mind is for study :-yet, I trust,
I have a good conscience towards God, that 1 do not
allow one duty to interfere with another; but render to
Czsar the things which are C=sar’s, as well as to God,
‘the things whlch are God’s. And [ do as really study
and endeavor to be diligent in business, as fervent in
spirit. I am conscious to myself, that I neither allow
nor love an idle, lazy life”” My natural temper does not
incline to it ; but when indulged or employed in studyg;
and in the exercises of the mind, is most diligent and
labarious. Blessed be God, who has cleared my way,

and, I trust, teaches me so to conduct as gives peace to
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my conscience, and confidence towards, God, through
Jesus Christ, my only hope of acceptance with Geod.

Saturday night, August. Alas! this day has beena
very incumbetred day ; and I came to my chamber
weary and tired, both body and mind. I have torr my-
self from the business of the world, and I find so many
duties before me, in regard of the communion, as wouid
last me through the night, would my strength hold out,
or could I enjoy my chamber alone ; but I cannot. O
God, fit me for the approaching solemnity of thy day
and-table. O compose my soul {or holy duties. I trust
I have been serving thee in my worldly employment,
and had a sense of my duty in being thus engaged.

. And now, O my God, let me meet thee in the more
sweet and pleasing duties of reflection, - meditation,
examination and prayer; and find it is good for me to
draw near to God. O haw doth my soul love and long
for those exercises which bring me near to God! Or
rather, in which God manifests himself to me. 1 love
my God ; Ilove his laws ; I love all those duties he
has enjoined on me ; and therefore long for the heavenly
employments above. O come, Lord Jesus, come
quickly ! .

Sepr. 1, 1754, Sabbath noon. Will God, in very
deed, dwell witl men ? Will he who is the High and
Lofty One, who inhabits eternity, condescend to visit
worms of the dust ? O infinite grace ! He will, I know
he will. Witness my -soul ; witness his house and
table ; witness this day. O Low sweet has been the
season ! Verily my soul hath found it good to draw
near to God. “Here I have scen sin to be the worst of
evils ; and 'my soul the most poliuted, sinful, proud,
unhumbled, ungrateful creature that 1 can behold on
earth. But, O for ever adored be God, I saw Christ
Jesus, the mogt amiable and wonderful Redeemer ; and
1 saw him mine. The blessed Spirit assured me of my
interést in him, and of that covenant relation God the
Father hath condescended to enter into .with me,
through him. I know, surely I may say, I know I am
born of God ; for the Spirit himself hath borne witness
tn this truth, by those evidences of grace ; and sealed
me to the day of redemptxon. Blessed be God for this
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thope. O ‘happy day ! O glorious moment, in which
God conveyed life and light to my soul, and brought
e into his covenant ! O my happy soul ! how shall I
congratulate thee, on this high and happy relation !
T'ain I would ; but have neither powers of mind fally
to conceive, nor words to express, this inexpressible,
~incorr rehensible grace, wherein I stand secure of 4ll
the § saluable blessings of time and eternity, through
the: 1ghty, all-sufficient Mediator, Jesus Christ, my
only . “e'and confidence towards God, my sure refuge.
Omyc \D]ete Redeemer ! by what name or title shall
1 extol ™ % For since I began to admire thee, I find
there are fy “wunds to thy amiable and glorious perfec-
tions, 4¢3 Gou .dan-Mediator. 0 yeangels of God, you
adore and admire him : but #is my happy lot to claim
‘the most near and tender relation.  You love and serve |
him, as your Lord and King : but it is my triumphant
boast to love, admire and rejoice in him, not only as my
Lord and King ; but as my most kind, tender, fanhful,
all-sufficient Redeemer ; yea, my all in all.

O how did these views of thcse things draw out my -
‘soul to renew my choice, and renew every devout
resolution of my soul, to be for him, and no other ; and
with full purpose of'heart, more than ever fo serve and
obey bim for ever ! Thus, and more than I am able to
recount, did God meet with me in his house, and at
his table.’ »

" At night. Surely I may say, God has been with me,
of atruth, this day. I have sat under his shadow with
great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. The
morning was spent in prayer, and a solemn renewal of
my covenant. The forencon in hearing the word.
Noon, in commemorating the dying love of my dear -
Redeemer, in sorrow and joy. This afternoon in
solemn worship, and hearing his word. This evenibg
in reflection and prayer. Blessed be God! Itrust I,
could say this day, O God, my heart is. figxed ; solemnly
fixed and engaged throughout the day. O how sweet
such seasons ! though my body is rcady to faint under
them. .

Oct. 11.. 1 am now resolvmg for God.” And, O,
how is my soul ashamed and confounded before him !

11 ’
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Alas for me ! iy heart swarms with every lust. My
soul appears defiled in every part: 1 know not what to
do. O God, arise, arise, I beseech thee, and quicken
e acco:dmg to thy word, Awake, my slcrpmg soul
and arise. And do thou give me life and vigor. With-
out thee I can do nothing. Through thee I can do all
things. O come in, -blessed Spirit, and revive my
sinking soul. 1 have been a talking christian ; but
make me a feeling, experienced.one. I have Leena
rational one ; but make me a spiritual one.

It is now some vears, since I have spent a whole
night in prayer ; and some months, since I have spent
a whole day together ip the duties of ‘the closet ; and
some time, since | have fain prostraie before Ged, in a
solemn extraordinary confession of gins. All which I
have found special helps to keep up-the power of reli-
gion in my soul. Actual disorders of body. and scruples
about the duty I owe to the body, have, 1 think, chicfly
prevented, when I have had opportunity. But now I
am resolving that, through grace, as I have opportunity,
to spend more time this way, than' 1 have of late done.
Yet not to cast off all concern about the duties 1 owe to
my body ; nor destroy myself : but to make the law of
God my rulle ; religion my business ; communion with
God. my daily employ ; and the glory of God, in regard
of body and soul, my highest end and aim. :

Oct. 14. O, methinks never did I feel such an af-
fecting. humbling, keen remorse for sin, as 1 have dene
these five days past. My soul lay prostiate before God,
under the decpest sense of my ingratitude, acknom ledg-
ing the justice of God, if he should deny me the lively,
powerful influences of his Spirit: yet not confounded ;
but with access, allowed to wrestle with Jehovah, and
with full assurance to call him my Father, my Redeem-
er, my Sanctifier, and my God. O what condescension
" is this ! O what grace is here ! Did ever God deign to
stoop so low, to sucha v11e, ungrateful wretchaslam! ?
TVill the blessed Dove again diffuse bis influenges over |
my soul? He will, he will. 1 feel his sacred operation |
on my heart. O transporting joy ! O unparaji¢led
condescension ! O unloynded, infinite grace™ Now [ |
wm think, for ever.thine. O It me never more offund
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against thee. Let me die, rather than grieve thee. Q
suffer me not ever to act so vile, ungrateful a part,
while life remains. : .

Nev. 17 I have been from home nine or ten days,
and have enjoyed same sweet seasons ; but often hawg
found my heart like a deceitful bow, or bone out ofjoint. .
1 find the power of corruption strong. Lord,Iam amaz-
ed that there are such remains of sin yetinme. O my
soul. what hast thou been doing ? Thou hast been in
this world above twenty eight years ; and always lived
under the means of grace. And yet, how unsanctified
hast ‘thou remained! For thesa twelve years, what a
rich variety of means hast thou enjoyed, both public,
private and secret ! How many hundred sermons hast
thou heard ! How many scores of sacramental seasons
hast thou vnjoyed ! And how many thousand prayérs
hast thou put up! How many thousand, thousand
petitions hast thou joined in, and put up for more sanc-
tification, and greater holiness! And thou knowest,
God is a God hearing prayer ; and that this is the will
of God, even my sanctification. And yet what remains
of sin, and how little sanctification appear in my soul !}
How perverse and stubborn is my will ! How dark and
blind my understanding ! How carnal my affections !
Alas, what pride ; what hypocrisy yet remain ! How
little faith, love, humility, repentance, new obedience,
sincerity, and holy conformity to God, is to bé seen in
my soul! So that 1 am even ready to cry out, 1 am
altogether as an unclean thing ; that there is nothing
but wounds and bruises,’and putrifying sores ; that the
whole head is sick and the whole heart faint. And am
ready, even at this ‘moment, to complain,~that the
wounds of sin are pauseous and corrapt. Such is the
running leprosy of sin, which I even now feel, after all
the means I have enjoyed for my sanctification,

" Gracious God, what have [ been doing! How heve
I-trifled with all thy sacred institutions ! O let me from-
this timé, after every single duty, strictly inquire what
degrees of sanctification I have gained by it. O my
God, have I not, in this respect, received the grace of
God, or the means of grace, in vain? O methinks I
never knew the plague of my heart. It bursts out like

1
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asputrid sore, that never was truly healed.  Lord, rip:
open the inmost sides, and let me be ashamed and
confounded, because there are yet such horrid remains
of the abominable thing, which thy sou! bates; and
which is for ever rebelling and going contrary to thee ;
which is not subject to thy law, nor can it be. -And O
let the Lamb of God, who takes away tht sins of the
world, be more than ever precious to me 3 that blessed.
- Redéemer, who takes away not only the guilt, but tbe
filth ; not only the power, but the pollution of g
blessed Savior, dearest Jesus, thou Son of God, .cc:me,
I come to thee; for I have heard thy blood cleanseth
from all sin. O, this, this is the sovereigh remedy, the
baim of Gilead, and thou the only physician. Thy
biood only can cure this leprosy : nothing else will do.
The blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of ahelfer,
cannot purge the conscience. Thy blood only, O in-
carnate God, can cleanse my scul. O make me holy,
and take me out of a sinful world. Lord,. sanctify my
whole soul, and bring me where nothing that is unholy
or defileth shall ever -enter. O take me out of this
defiling world. Lord, my heart is defiled, and methinks
all I converse with has a defiling influence on me. O
if thou hast yet any thing for me to do ot suffer, give
me zeal, life and fervor, and let me as a hireling fulfil
my task. I am almost impatient to get rid of this
defiling heart and world. O my God, deliver, I besecch
thee, Jeliver me from this bondage of corruption.
Have mercy on me, O God, I entreat thee by all .thy
_former clemency ;" have mercy on me, and free me
from this burden of sin, and make me holy ; and let me
dwell inthe holy place where there are no traces of
sin; no resemblance of any thing that thou abhorrest,
or that defiles, Lord, make me holy, and 1 fear no
evil. There is nothing I fear but sin, or desire but
holiness. Deny not my request, O Lord, I beseech
thee. .

God only is witness to the ardent breathmgs and
breakings of my soul for holiness, and entire conformity
to himself ; and perfect freedom from every thing that
is not per fectly agreeable to his holy will, and pure
nature,

PEEEN
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Mwv, 18. Blessed be God, 1 am assured, neither sin
nor satan shall ever separate my soul from him ; that
1 shall pever fall under eternal condemnation ¢ yet, O
yet, how does sin vex and afflict my soul, because it
is contrary to a pure and holy God ! On this account I
hate and abhor it, and dread it more than the sharpest
effliction [ ever met with, or can conceive of. And

-vet, O my God, how ingensible am 1 of it _odious
nature ! Hew little can I conceive of this infinite evil,
as contrary to & holy God! O may I see more and
more of it. O let it humble me continually before a
holy, sin hating God. Let me never have another
proud thought arise ; but ever reflect on my hiteful

" defilement, my contrariety to God. O may the sad
and dreadful remains of indwelling sin keep me low
before God,-and make Christ infinitely p\ecious, as
the Lamb of God; who takes away the gsins of the
worid. .

1 was led this night to query, why I am ne-more
sanctified ? $ince God’s word declares, * This is his
wilt even your sanctification ;* and for this Christ died,
that bhe might redeem us from all iniquity, end purify
unto himse#f a peculiar people, zealous of goodworks ;
and it is his command, “ Be ye perfcct, even as your

Foglaer who is in heaven is perfect : an ain, % Follbw

h@ss »  And for this be prayed thé*Father, « Sanc-
tity them through thy truth ;> and he said the Father,
~ always heard hig.. And for this cause he gavgis
Spirit ; and it % khe will and work of the Spifgk
sanctify all that helieve. Why am. 1 thén no more
sanctified ?. Am_I born of Geod, and yet partake no more
of his holinesa? Am I united to Christ, as a member to

the head, or a br to the vine, and yet no more like

him'? What rea hali I assign ? Do I believe these
declarations which God has maade ¢ Sarely God is true,
and must be ; and yet why then am4: not more holy ?
This then must b= the reason, % For these things, saith
he. I wili be inquired of, to do them.” Theén, surely

then, the fault is in me. { have not soughs. God for the |

sanctifying operations of "his Spirit; I have not wrestled,
as became one of bis redeemed ohes ; as one who had

a right to sue for them, in and through Jesus Chrxst,
11% v



126 LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY.

the great Mediator. I have not laid it enough to heatt,
IMhave not been duly sensible of the worth of these
things.- O my base, slothful, negligent soul, complain
no more ; but arise and wrestle, till-thou obtain as great
degrees of holiness, as ever mortal did, or could. -
“Nov. O blessed be God, that he-condescends to take

. me near himself, and - commune with vile, unworthy

e, after all my backslidings and wanderings from him;
and netwithstanding the opposition 1 meet with. from
satany and my wicked-heart. .O the horrid nature of
sin ! Verily it is the worst of the worst of all things.
Sin now appears exceeding sinful, éxtremely odious, as
deffing, contrary to a holy God. Christ, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world ; not only.
the power, but polluuon ; not only the gullt, but the
filth, is most precious and lovely. O blessed be God
for Jesus Christ ! O precious, precious Lard and Savior,
prophet, priest and king ! O how sweet is it thus to
draw mear to God, and find him near.10 m soul ! O for
a perfect nearness, never more to cease ! know heaven
is my home ; for 1 long to get therey where my treasure,
my hearty and my hopes are already. I know it is the
land of promise ; for these clusters are the foretaste,
pledges and earnest of my inheritance. This, this com-.
milinion with (od is the dawn of glory, and anticipgtion
of eternal life.:- )
January 31.1755. 1 have been all this week trying
tospend a day, or part of a day, with- God in secret;
but every day has had its necessary *incimbrances, clog
and hindrance. Last night had some glimpse of light,
peace, joy and confidence in Gad ; but it was soon
gone. This day I have set myself to prayer, and re-
viewing my various experiences, if possible to give a

- “turn to my mind ; but I scarce know what I am about.

My head js paiued, confused und bewildpred, so that I
get lost. My hegut, I know not what it is. ‘I always
found it wicked ; But I have little humbling sense of it
now. 1 tell (-od, 1 am as vile a wretch us ever lived ;

* but ] 'am ngt affected with it. I tell him, 1 want none

but him ; that he is the only real goéd ; but 1 feel no
realizing sense of his divine, infinite excellence. I be-
lieve these things, because 1 once felt the power of them ;

H
-
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and' not because I nowsee. My eyes run down with
tears, while I express these things, befdre my.more
stupid heart is affected., O what a sowl have I! The
members and organs of my body are more affected than
that : My tongue to complain, my eyes to weep.

- -Feb. 1. 1 was forged from- those duties yesterday ;
my bodily illness increasing so that [ was scarce able to
hold up' my hesd. Andthis day 1 find myself so disor- -
dered; that I can attend on no duty with any fixed en-
gagedness. . Well, my God, I am thine. Let me not
repine ; but quietly bear thy hand :

Feb. 1. At mght Blessed be Gad for nearer access,
and enlargement in prayer, with two or three christian
friends, this afternoon ; and some freedom this night,
though attended with bodily_ dlsorders ‘O when will
the happy day of release arrive !

Fuly 3. 1755. Fast day Much mcumbered last
night ;- unfit for preparation” for «the exercise, of this
day ; and so awaked this marning, unsetiled as to the
particulag duties of the day. Yet God graciqusly af-
forded some near and lively access to him, in prayer for
Zion, both in secret, public and private. My soul reach-

“ed after God, and laid hold on the puth, faithfulness,
d almighty power of Jehovah, and head of the church.
ure 1 am, without a scruple, that I prefer Jerusalem to
chief joy. I almest forgét my own privaic and
spfritual concerps, ounly as they stand in relaion to, and
are included in, the prosperity of Zion. If Christ has
a church i the world, and they are all united together,
: 98 membiPRn the body, and unised to Christ, ae their
head, I surely feel the inseparable union beyend all the
.ties of nature, or law of common frimndship. Strong
influence, powerful cfficacy ! But w¥ary and spent in
family and secret duties at night. O frail and faulter-
ing flesh ! When shal) I get free !
, &eb. 5, 1757. A sweet morning ! My soul engaged
with God in prayer, for mysclf, the whole world, the
protestant nations, our nation.and land, the whole
church ; all the ministers, particular ministers and -
ristian friends. Sweet access ; blessed freedom,
t rough Jesus Christ, God-Man, my dear, glorious Me-
dxator O how sweet such a season ! ! Though my. splr-

+
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its were exhausted, and unfit for other duties. Found
my body needed refreéshment. :

" Some sense of divine things at neon ; but not so
engaged : more broken in my thoughts. Sent for to
visita dear, sick christian friend. Had some sweet
 christiaf conversation.  Felt straitened, at night, and
not well. Endeavored solemnly to renew my covenant ;
and trust 1 was clear, fixed and hearty in the dedication
-and consecration of my whole self, body and soul, and
every member, power or faculty ; all } am, and all |
have ; every interest or concern, temporal, spiritual and
eternal : yea, I think there was not the least reserve;
not the least iota, but was solemnly given up to God.
All that my engaged soul covld comprehend or appre-
hend, that did or could relate to nie, was heartily com-
mitted to God. And 1 trust I was enabled as cordially,
and as unreservedly, to embrace the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, as my everlasting portion.- Yea, 1 trust I
did embrace the whole Trinity, for all that I could con-
ceive or apprehend an ‘infinite God could be o do to and
for me, for time and eternity, for soul or body.

And thus ¥ am the Lord’s. I am the Lord"s only,
solely, and for ever: and I rejoree in this dispoeal of
myself. And thus the Lord is mine; and I boast
glory in my portion. And now, blessed he God or
Jesus Christ ! What more can 1say ? Here, dere [ mst
dwell ; blegied be God fer Jesus Christ !

Feb.9. Blessedbe God! I trust I-do enjoy some
sweet tommumon with God in prayer, every.ggason, and
have a sweet relish of spiritual things on my heart, mone
"or less, all the day ; but cannot attain to deep, fixed,
and solemn med’muon Since Sabbath day, my head
is disordered. It is well, blessed be (God, that T am ak
Jowed a taste. Thou art my centre : here I would rest,
and lpng for the happy day of dear release. O thou
blessed portion of my soul, draw me, and 1 w:ll run
after thee. When thou givest me strength and near-
ness. 1 resalve, through grace, to follow hard after thee.
But when thou dost weaken my strength in the way, I
will wait and hope, look and love ; and’ sny, thou dost
all things well.

-Lord, I now<ind the creature cannot aaus& Thou
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only art my dear delight. O the sweetness of religion !
s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are

peece. [ finds 1 feel the dear yoke of Christ is easy,

and his burdens. light. O happy soul, who has listed

under this blessed Captain, and has eptered into his

service. Blessed be God! Ftrust I do know, experi-

mentally, that they have great peace, why love thy law.,

And with this let me lay me down, and sleep; for thou
shait kéep me.

Feb. 19. 1 hope some fixedness and refreshment
yesterday morning. The rest of the duy abroad with
the sick. Blessed be God, that I can.be any comfort or
help to the aflicted and helpless. Composed and re-
freshed, last night. More wandering and hurried this
morning. Went again to visit the sick. Found my
sick friend dying in distress. Begged me to pray for
her. Praycd for herself. ¢ For a Christ, O for a
Christ ! for the precious blood of Christ 1o be applied
to my soul ! No blood of bulls or of goats would save ;.
but the precious bloed of Christ. Mercy, Lord, mercy,
Lord!” and so she died. O may this affecting sceng
make an abiding impression on my soul ! O the impor-
tance of a dying hour ; when time is Closing und eternity
epening ! O what but a Christ can then afford the least
comfort or support ! And this hope my friend bad. I
cannhot but trust she fell aslcep in Jesus. If her faith
‘was weak, her passage was casy : she died like a lamb,
at last, )

O lrow much wisdom and goodness has God shewed
to me, that I was here : the more so, because it wasa
family which had apprared much prejudiced against me,

" ever since I made a profession of religion. 411 lately.
And now I had an vpportunity té magnify my profes-
sion, by being kind, and doing good, not only to the sick;
but to a dear relative of hers, who had cast my name out
as evil. O that I might be able thus to requite all wha
abuse me! Whai a christian love and harmony is be-
tweenusnow! And now,] would make an improve-
ment of this providence—never to resent an injury ; but
leave it with God to vindicate me : and it will then
always turp out well. )

And again, I would imnproxe this providencey to pres
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’pare for my own dissolution. Die I miust; but when,
and under what circumstances, thou only knowest. Nor
is it ' much matter, so I be but found'in Christ. O my
soul, thou hast this dying work to do. Thou hast this
dark, unknown valley to pass. . Thou hast this king of
terrors to encounter. O, art thou prepared,? Can thy
faith, can thy present hopes, bear thee out? Thou art
often longing #or the blessed vision of God ; but O what
will be Lhy frame, when death, g_erxm, ghastly death,
stares thee in the face, and holds thee in his irom- jaws,
while the piercing cries and shricks of dear relatives
strike through thy tender fond heart # O death, I have

. not known thee. I have not yet pagsed through thy
territory. I cannot mark the gloomy way. But my
_Christ, my captam and guide has; and having hlm with
me. I cannot miscarry. Then it shall be my renewed
care to have him really and sensibly with me, both in

life and death. .

March 12, Was waked with the cry-of fire, just by
us. as the day dawned. ‘Soon fglt much disordered.
Not enlarged in reading or meditation. Felt serious ;
- but could not get near my God in prayer, for some time.
Felt not able to strive, nor any drawmgs of soul to God ;
yet remembered my yesterday’s framsg, and was unwﬂ-
ling to leave the duty, without some communion with
God. And blessed be God, I began to feel some-desire

.and drawings of my soul, and closed with them. until, [
trust, I enjoyed sweet, intimate communion with the
blessed God, through Jesus Christ, my dear Redeemer.
My passiornis were much moved ; and [ knew there was
some degree of bodily disorders working in my frame ;
yety I trust, there was the distinct exercise of grace. I
lIonged for the grace of faith and humility. O how did
1 long to lie in the dust, and live on God for every mer-
¢y ; to be nothing, and Christ ail ; to be broken off irom
all dependence below God ; to sit under his table, and
be fed with the crumbs which fall from it.

1 feit no desires after great prosperity, or high joys.
As to temporals, | was willing, yea, I think, desirous to
receive all by morsels and crumbs, as I thought it was
.the will of God 1 should. Only I desired that he would
fecd me. And as to spirituals, I rather desired to take
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deep root. than to flourish. A humble, childlike tem-:
per did appear most desirable. 1 trust I heartily chose
conformity to God, before comfort ; humility, and holi-
ness. rather than joy. O surely I had access tothe
throue of grace ! but my strength has failed; and I
have been exceedingly disordered all the day since. O
come, Lord Jesus, O come and finish thy work. Let
heaven succeed. 1 hope some refreshment this. fﬂght H
. but not enlatged as usual, fo the church, or the ap-
proaching Sabbath.

May 27.  God has been graciously pleased, for thege
several days, to draw out my soul for dear Zion. I have
begun my prayer with some petitiuns for myself ; but
my thoughts have turned on Zion, and I have scarce
thought of myself any more, only as a member of Zion,
and a partaker, with the whdle body, of every blessing.
O how‘has God enlarged my soul, and held me up to
wrestle with him oh Zion’s behalf, until ‘my nerves have
been so strained, that the Back part of my head and neck
have been so swelled and sore, that I could scarce move
it ; and have been obliged to take to my bed, from my
knees ! after which, I have thought it my duty to desist
from any close exercise of mind, until I have recovered:
and then I have found the same gracious assistance.

O how good is God, that he will allow a poor, polluted
worm of the dust, to speak to Him, who is the high and
lofty one, who inhabits eternity ! It has somctimes been
suggested, that I should strain my head so that distrac-
tion would follow. But though this be an affliction,
which of all evils except sin, I ‘apprehend the sorest ;
and from which I most reluct ; yet I have been enabled,
T trust, sweetly to commit myself to God; and could
trust even a distracted body and mind to the care and
protection of my heavenly Fdther. _'l'his, though more
to be dreaded than death, I felt disposed to submit to,
trusting my all in the hands of a faithful God. who
has excited these most ardent desires for his glory, and |
the prosperity of his church ; and has engaged my sotl
to wrestle for blessings on his church and people, in a
manner unaccountable to me ; and why, 1 knew not:
but by the event, I have been confirmed that the sectets
of the Lord are with them that fear him ; and to them
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he will shew his covenant. Yea, notwithstanding all m¢
Anward conflicts, and the accusations of satan against
e, [ have been encouraged, If 1 had regarded inquity
in my hearty God would ot have heard me : but verily
Gaod hath heard me ; -he hath attended to the voice of
my prayer. O amazing condescension !

Fune 26,1757, Very heavy this mareing. Lay ig
bed too late. Had but little time or heart for secret due
ties. Went up to God’s sanctuary. Felt somewhat
serious and engaged in pubiic duties ; but more lively

. at noon, in company ; but not so fixed this afternoon.
. Came hnme : felt little composure for prayer. 1 tried
to read and meditate ; but found I did but trifle : could
no way get my mind fixed ; but time ran to waste. I
reésolved to go to God for a suitable frame ; to spend
some-time in prayer for dear Zios, our nation und land.
Felt great opposition from satan, aud my owa heart.
‘Discouraging suggestions, as though I had no warrant
to. be importunate with God for eur nation and land.
But I -urged, that God had commanded us to pray, and
4o give him no rest, till-hg establish, and till he make Je-
rusalem a praise in the earth : that even when he forbad
Moses to pray for his people, to tesiify his anger; yet
he graciously heard, and manifested his approbation of
Moses,and his zeal and fervency. [ confessed my ewn
infinite unworthiness to open my mouth, and the unwor-
thiness of our sinful, guilty nation and land, of any mer.
cy. I acknowledged his infinite justice and righteous-
ness, should he utterly and for ever reject us, and make
us a heap and desolation. I lamented the general stu-
pidity which had seized the whole nation; and that we
appeared to be a people ripe for sudden and awful de-
struction ; to be given up into the hands of our enemies ;
that they should enter, not only into qur borders, but
into our bowels : that our nation and land should hecome
a reproach among the heathen, and the scorn and tri-
umph of our antichristan énemies. ~But, then whas
would God do for his own great name ? Had he not said
that thus and thus he would do with Israel, were it not
that he feared the wrath of the enemy, and that their
adversaries should behave themselves strangely ; and
Iest they should say, our hand is high, and the Lord

&~
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hath not done all this? 1 pleaded, that be who was ir-
finitely above all fear or restraint from men or devils,
had thus condescended to give us arguments to plead
with him. But if he was fixed in his purpose to destroy
us, as a nation; yet, 1 pleaded his promise to his
church. That the gates of hell should not prevail
against it ; that he would send his gospel into the dark
corners of the earth, and yet have a peculiar people ;
and that his name might yet be glorified in the earth.

I adored his sovereignty ; acknowledged his justice;
and, I, trust, submitted to his hand : yet again was
etrengthened to plead for the nations of the reformation,
eur nation and land, until a most violent pain seized the
nerves of My head, which were much strained, and
forced me for some moments to desist. But-my soul
now being engaged, I made another attémpt to continue ;
but was seized with such extreme- sickness, as took
away all my strength, and almost life. . Cold: and help-
less I lay, while nature struggled hard for life. ~ And I
am much thoughtful whether there is not mach of the
agency of satan in these turns, as 1 find hard inward
conflicts, satan strongly resisting me, when engaged for
dear Zion. Almiost all my engagedness, and access to
‘Ged, of late, has been for Zion: and for about two
weeks, T have not once had lively access, but I have
been broken up by a sudden turn of bodily disorders ;
though 1 have-bcen able to attend other duties, with fix-
ednéss and attention ; besides, a great variety of mw"ud
temptations. Yet, O may God but hold me wrestling
for his dear cause and interest ; may I but prevail with
him by faith, through Jesus the glorious Redeemer, for
his dear church ; here 1 am,.at his wise and gracious
disposals of ‘me : Only, may he be my strength and
stay. Lord, I know thou dost not need me, nor my
poor prayers. It is only by thee that T am allowed to
open my unworthy, polluted lips. Lord, -it is infinite
condescension in thee, that thou wilt suffer me to take
thy sacred name on my unhallowed tongue.’

Wednesday, yune 29, 1759. This day, rose garly,
and improved my time, that I might be prepared  for
the hour from seven until eight. I then addressed the
throne of grace for public blessings. - Was enlarged in

, 12
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confessing and lamenting the national sins and guijt,
till the hour was expired. Alas! what a few of the
many particulars thereof, can be epumerated in one
hour. lseemed but to touch on them, in the time,
Good God, what a world of iniquity is this ! I know not
where to begin, or where to end, in the enumeration of
our sins. O what infinite patience has borne with such

vile rebels as we ! Lord, what a world is this ! Whata -

- den of unclean beasts ! What a sink of sin ! What an
inhospitable wilderness have thy dear saints, who live
now, to pass through, in their way homé! O relieve
their pain ; alleviate their thirst, by some kind cordial,
some foretaste and pledge of their heavenly inheritance.
Continued in prayer, till strength and spirits failed.
Thursday, June 30. This being the last Thursday in
the month ; a day which some pious persons have de-
voted to prayer for the prosperity of Zion, our nation
and land ; and on which is our Jecture ; I would observe
it, as far as my health and my circumstances would
allow. .
Enjoyed some freedom in prayer. Read Britain’s
Remembrancer. Was ready to say, from a view of our
aggravated guilt, It is a gone case with our nation!
God will show us, by his judgments, what we would not
learn by his mercies. Went up to God’s house ; heard
his word ; and hope I had some sense of divine things.
Returned home, with desire to enjoy God in secret;
where I set myself to meditate, and examine, in order

to prepare for the holy supper :-and to leave the con-.

cerns of Zion and our nation and land for after medita-
tion and prayer. After some serious examination, 1 at-
tempted to pray ; endeavoring to confine myself to my
own case. But while I was wrestling with God for
grace and large communications at his table, 1o preserve
me in this evil, sinful time, my _desire, wonld enlarge
for the same grace for all his dear saints, who were
travelling the same pilgrimage, hungry, and hard be-
stead, groaning under the same evils that attended me.
. T hada lively sense of the sin and guilt of our na-
tion and land. And while pleading for them, I bad such
a sense of the injury dooe to the divine name and law,
by their sin, and of tlie reasonableness that the divine

~
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Being should arise, and vindicate his injured attributes,
ugainst rebellioys worms, though h¢ should utterly con-
sume them ; and such ardent desires {or his.glory, that
1 freely gave up the natiom and land to the will of God.
The language of my soul was, © Lord, spare us, if thon
wilt redeem us ; but I cannot wish we should be spared
to revol-any more, Thy glory is infinitely more dear
" 10 me, than any thing else ; and I freely sacrifice all to
that. But O, if it be thy will, take me from the evil to
come ; and let menot see the evil that will come on this
people ; but this with submission to the divine will.”
O what a precious season was this ! How arderit were
foy desires for every member of Christ’s body. O how
did 1 feel the unity of the spirit ! and how ecarnest for
sparing mercy for our nation and land ! and what a live-
ly sense of the dishonor done to the glorious akteibutes
of God, by oursins ! And what a holy revenge against
sin, and humble submission to the divine will ! what a
hearty consent, that God should vindicate his injured
name and laws! O how sweetly composed, and swallow-
<d up, was my soul, in the glory of that God, that best
of beings, whom I saw infinitely just and righteous, and
yet infinitely affronted, abused and contemned, by despi-
cable worms of the dust! O how was I enabled to cast
all my caresand burdens, public and private, national
and personal, upon this best of beirgs! O how is my.
soul now at rest in God ! blessed, for ever blessed be
God, for this season of sweet communion with him !
‘Though spent in body, yet sweet peace in mind.
Fanuary 17, 1761. My head has been much disorder-
ed this week; yet, thanks be to God, I trust it has been
better with me, than in the last week. I hope some
sweet access for myself, and the dear afflicted chiurch,
1o which 1 belong. Felta tender sympathy with my
dear pastor ; begged dircction ; and wrote a letter to
him this day. May God bless it ! I have devoted my
pen to him ; and what he shall assist to write, that -
commit to his blessing. I know I have but iittle facul-
ty, at present, for writing ; Jbut if Ged delight in me
Lie can assist and bless : but, i{ not, here I am ; let the
Lord do as seemeth good ‘to him.
. I have this week been ready to think T should be ex-
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ercised with some sharp tsials, from the frame of my

mind. For when I have endeavored to realize the most

sore and trying eflliction coming on me, I have rather

" embraced, that drawn back ; becayse I believed, if God

called me thereto, I should see his salvation. And ‘O,
cominunion with God is all I can wish. O I am weary

of life ! O for coniormity to God, and enjoynent of
“"Lim! At prcsent, I seem to have no hopes or fears

about the world. If God will but sanctify and satisfy
my soul, it is enough. O my Geod, my God, thine I
am. O take me into thine own merciful and gracious
hands.‘ Subdue every lust. Conform me to thy blessed

-Jaw.. Resign me to thy sovereign will. Delight thou
" in me. Make me to delight in thee, and itis all ; I have

no request, beyond this. Lord, if thou seest me slight-

ing temporal blessings, O correct this error; for I’
.know, Iam absolutely dependent on thee. But O, con-

formity and communion with thee, appears the one, the
only one thing needful. With thy smiles, 7 can be
happy on a dunghill, or in advngeon. Without thee, J
must be miserable in a palace. - O hold not my soul ata
distarice from thyself, thou only best of beings, thou
centre of my soul, thou end of all my wishes. Thou
art the boundless bound of immortal desire. M_v God,

- 'my God ! The fathomless ocean of delight ; it is thy

own infinite dignity to be self-sufficient and independent.
And it is my highest felicity to be dependent and insuf-
ficient ; but in an all-sufficient God, through an all-sufb-
cient and most glorious Mediator. O heres Aere let my
soul for ever rest ; and all my wishes, all my hopes, be
for ever fixed.

Apwil 4, “Thanks be to God, I‘have enjoyed more
peace and tranquillity of mind this week thau for a long
ume. I awaked on Monday morning from dreams
which had a tendency to distract my fancy ; but blessed,
for ever blessed be God, some sense of his perfections,
stayed my soul : and I have seen such a fulness here,
as made me willing to relinquish all hopes or expecta-

tions from the world, for such discoveries. O here I-

found a solid, rational satisfaction, beydnd what all this
world can give. I felt myself at once weaned from it ;
and God only a spitable good. Here the issug was

-
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staunched ; and here my soul rested. O this I found,
was the cause of my former weanedness from the world;
-the discoveries I then had of the perfections of God, the
transcendent glories of the divine nature, and the fore-
taste I then had of heaven.

T now felt reconciled to a weak, sickly body, which of
late I had so dreaded, if it might be a mean of shumng
my eyes to the world, and opening them on God and
eternity. 1 felt indifferent ; yea, reluctant, to the pleas-
ures and amustments of life, and reconciled to the triais
of it. Nor have daily occurrences made any great im-

- pressions on my mind. Butl find iy views abate. O
Lord, revive them !

Oct. 17. Thanks be to God! this night my desires
were so enlarged, and I had so much to say, that I knew
not how to leave off, even when bodily strength was ex-
hausted. O .what a good God* have I! What a good
master do I serve, in whose service is great delight. I
have devoted myself to him. O may I be devoted to’
the service of the sanctuary ; a consecrated vessel,

—though of the meanest use ! Here I am, O Lord, Set
me apart for thysclf Wilt thou condescend to take me
into thy service, I‘hough I minister not publicly be-
fore the Lord, in holy things ; yet fain would £ be de-
voted to the service of the sanctuary, in secret, solemn,
and fervent supplication. Especially, may I consecrate
myself, and the Saturday night, and Sabbath day, for
this service of his sanctuary ; -that his gracious pres-,
ence, assistance and mﬂuences may be granted to all his
churches. God seems’to be inclining my heart to this
public servnce, in a private, secret way. And blessed”
be God, who 1s inclining my heart to forsake every false
way ; and to greater endeavors to perfect holmess, in
his fear. O my God, thou knowest my sincerity. Ac-
cept-and improve me ; for / am thine, But O, bear
my expenses : furnish and supply me, for, and in the
service. Z know thou wilt get nothing by me; yet, O,
boundless grace, fulfil ' my humble, yet bold request.
Lord, I trust my eyes are not lofty, or my heart haugh-
ty, when 7 beg to be ‘improved in the service of thy
sanctuary. I feel disposed to bring the cases of God’s
12*

-
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people, mentioned in public, into private secret prayers.
QO that God would set me apart for himself ! -

But O, let me not forget the duties of the private sta-
tion, in which God has placed me. I have many - rela-
tive duties incumbent on me, which I am too apt to for-
get, neglect, or perform too superficially. O let me not
now, under pretence of more’ extriordinary services,

" overlook these. But let me now, whilé 7 am. offering

myself to the service of the sanctuary ; devoting my-
self to God, and waiting on him, for the spirit of prayer
and supplication, be setting myself lo study my several
relations in life, and the duties of each. )
MNovember 4, 1761. Nineteen years ago, this " day,*
I gave myseif up to God, in a pliblic, solemn covenant,
and swore allegiance to King Jesus, as my only rightful
Lord and King, and vowed submission to him.- O my
God, what a barren fig-tree have Zbeen in thy vineyard !
1 blush, and am asbamed of my wretched unfaithful-
ness, under all thy rich cultivations. O when shall I be
transplanted under thy immediate sun beams ; where
there is nct one barren and unfruitful ? O that the ensu-
ing year might place me in the paradise of my God, to
go no more out for ever, Methinks my warfare is
nearat an end. O come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.
November 5. 1 strove to spend last evening solemn-
ly with'God ; but attained to nothing. more than hard
conflicts. "And, thisgday, on which 1 .am thirty five years
old, I would fain have spent in humble cenfession, de-
vout adoration, and in self-dedication ; but bodily disor-
ders have prevented. Nor could 1 attain to that cheer-
ful, hearty submission, I.ought, and desired to exercjse.
O God, few and evil'indeed-have been the years of my
pilgrimage. It has afforded me some stremgth this

night by reflecting, that the great Captain of my salva-

tion, has congmgred sin and satan. That there ever was,
and will be, enmity between the seed of the woman,
and the seed of the serpent. That Christ ever knew
the strong oppusition satan would make ; and therefore
conquered him for all his elect. .And yet, as Christ was

* She'now reckons atcording to the alteration from old’ style
to new. . -7
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made perfect, through sufferings, so must every child
taste of the cup.. Satan®senmity is-against Christ him-
self, to distress and destroy bis interest, as:much as pos-
sible : but he shall never é(avail«, Christ will maintain
Lis throne, though earth and hell oppose. Ie has con-
quered, and will defoat the powers of darkness ; and not ~
one of his members shall’ B¢ hurt: O my Redeemer, -
what support does this afford my poor soul! And wilk
not he, who has preserved me these thirty-five years,
still preserve ? But O, have I attained to but half the
years of the human life! How does this damp my soul !
O cut short the tedious days! But let thém be well im-
proved. Gracious Redeemer, when I reflect on the
amazing conflicts J have had, I am ready to say, Why
has such a reed been set up, as a mark for satan’s rage
But I trust thou wilt hereby ordain praise te thy victo-
rious, all conquering power and grace. Sure Tam,
didst thou not keep me-by thy almighty power, I had-
Jong before now fallen a prey in the teeth of this devour-
ing lion. O glorious Redeemer, leave me not : for the -
moment thou dost leave me, I fall a sacrifice to the mal-
ice and craft of this serpent. I am amazed at the vigi-
lance of satan ! if he cannot terrify, he will allure. If
he cannot_gain his end himself,. he will take unto him.
seven, yea a legion, of other spirits. And if spirits pre-
vail not, men shall be used as instruments to cairy on-
his designs, by frowns or by flatteries. O, methinks, if
ever I get to heaven, I shall be a miracle of power and
grace. But hitherto thau hast preserved me. Through.
thy grace, I have stgod the siege of thirty-five years;.
sometimes enabled to sally out, under thee the great
Captain of my salvatian, and put the enemy to flight. At
other times they have been suffered to approach near .
the walls, and madé great breathes. O how often have:
"I been brought into deep waters, where I could find nb
place -for my feet. * At other times, thou hast led me
thirough Jordan ; and I have, as it were, taken stenes.
out of the bottom,. while my feet steod on dry ground.
Thus, O God, hast thou led me thirty-five yéars to?
this day. And here 7 am,-ayliving monument of thy
power and goodness.” O furnish me with greater de-
grees of grace ; and hasten my escape from this Sodom.

s -



»

140 LIFE OFIMISS ANTHONY.

I have waited for thy salvatitm. When shall my soul
be satiefied with thy favor, wivioh is my life 2 O when
shall these shadows flee awgy t O when shall it be all
bright, immortal day, with setting sun for ever 2
Mvov. 8. Sabbath day. ard fruggle with satan and
a disordered body, last night, apd this day. Blessed be
God, attained some atte
house, this morning, af &4 chmendering and discour-
sgement. But all my hdfe.s in God. Past sins and
failings are satan’s bait (and I am persuaded he is per-
mitted to charge me with unknowh faults) these I
would lament, and fly to Jesus for pardon and cleansing ;
but not be discouraged, since Jesus ever -lives my gle-
rious advocate above. I know sin and satan would fain
separate me from Christ Jesus, my Lord; butsince he
has promised sin shall not, in its guiit, blemish or blot
the justification of bis people, which is compleje in him ;
8o I ought not to let it separate from his consolations,
by its discouraging influence on me. .
Rouse up, O my soul, ly, cling to thy ‘Redeemer,
who delights in these who hope in his mercy. [ have
trusted, and shall never be ashamed. 1 have committed
- my everlasting all into his faithful hands. I daily renew
my trust and confidence in him. I have given up my-
self, and my all to him. I am-at his disposal, and count
- it all my happiness to be for him, and no other. One
thing, and only one thing, as first and supreme, have I
desired ; and that do I diligently seek after: to glorify
God, and enjoy him. I am determined for nothing else,
and none eise but God. Master, Flove thee, and thy ser-
vice, and will not consent to leave jt. I have renewed my
solemn choice, atid am endeavoring to put far from me
every iniquity, as' I hate every false way, and practise
every known duty. I trust I am how actually engaged
to lay aside every weight, and the sins which most casily
beset'me. Let the Lord do with me what seemeth good
to him. Let him give prosperity, or adversity, com-
fort or distress : I am determined, by his grace, to fol-
low hard after him, to endeavor after an entire submis-
sion to g}l his dispensations, a cordial compliance with
every known dyty, a firm and resolute resistance of every
sinfal desirey or temptation. It is meet to be said to God,




ﬂ;. ?

LIFE OF MISS AN’I‘HONY r M

¥ have borhe chas’lsement, 1 will oﬂ'end no more. O
may bis grage be-sufficient, and bis strength. made
perfect in my weakness ! If God afford light, peace’
and joy, I shall go on my way rejoicing : but if farther
trials amd conflicts await me, let him lead and guldc me..
1 am his, and at his dlsposal Let me never repine, so
he do but glorify himself in,me. What though 1 be
brought by ways I know not, and led in paths that I
Lave not known ; yet he hath promised to make dark-
ness light, and crooked things straight, and-not forsake.
Awmen, and amen. O Ged, thy word iseuough ; thy
promise is a sufficient security.

Mv. 25. O my eyerlasting |mmutable refuge !
VWhen wilt thou appear-for my relief? I am under no
apprehension of an eternal separation : but why hldest.
thou thy comforting, quickening face, at thig time,
while devils-and inward lusts vex and distract my soul 2
O how are my strength and heart breken with these
fiery conflicts! All. my hope is in thee. O let me not
be ashamed of my confidence.. It has.been my long
boasted triumph, that I never came before thy throne,
and found thee loath to hear; that I always found thee
a God ready at hwnd, -in times of peed ; and ‘while I

was yet speaking, thou didst answer. But why dost -

thou now seem to shut thine eyes and ears 4t my
distress ! Lord, thou knowest 1 hate these lusts and
corruptions. 1 long for. nothing so much as entire
conformity to thee ; a cordial and absolute subjection
to thy sovereign will : and this makes the conflict with
all that oppose. Lord, here I am. Fulfil the whole
good pleasure of thy graee in me, and the work of faith
with power. Complete what thou hast begun, xnd art
about, however distressing. 1 am ‘thine ; make me
what thou wilt have me to be. Spave not the rod, to
spoil thy child. Thou best knowest what, is best for.
me. Father, I submit. Let me not reluct, It is right
thou shouldest take thine own way. I glory in thine
adorable sovercignty. 1 would not, for a thousand
worlds, be left to iy own choice. [ had ruined mysclf
eternally, long before now, if left to myself. 1 need.
hard things. I bave an untoward, proud, stubborn
Leart, that needs bit and bridle, curb and spur, and the

v
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lesh too. O shameful, hateful character of a redeemed
soul ! Lord, never leave me, till thou hast reduced me
to a better temper ; and then preserve me in it, or I
shall never keep it. I trust I have a principie of real
grace ; but I cannot keep it; I cannot exercise it of
myself. All my sufficiency is of thee. O omnipotent
Redeemer, maintain thy cenquest. Thou hast conquer-
ed e, sin and satan ; though they would fain rend me
from thy almighty arms. But in thee I trust.

Féb, 1762. Blessed be God that my salvation is not
in myself, nor from myself : but in Christ Jesus is full
redemption. Glory to God ! all I want is in the Son

of his love: and I have sufficient warrant to come
" freely, and take boldly, all 1 want for myself, and give
to God all I owe to him, out of this same. fountain.
Here I have wisdom, righteousness and sanctification ;
and here I have rédemption ; the full price to plead
with God. 'T'rue, I have sinned ; but Christ has died.
Here is my advocate. Look on my shield, the face of
thine anointed, and turn not away from me. O my soul,
sink not into thyself. Grovel not thus in thy own cor-
ruptions ; but stretch thy thoughts to infinite fulness.
Here is enough ; and it is offered to theé. Take it
freely. God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit, bids thee come and welcomé. Here I have
enough ; durable riches and righteousness : enough for
time and eternity. Spend freely, my soul, thou hast
goods ‘laid up for endless years. Feast for ever, the
- stores will never be exhausted. Fare sumptuoously
every day. Put freely on thy wedding garments. Free-
)y eat, and freely drink. There are dainties enough in
my Father's house. O my soul, pinch not, pine not,
when there is bread enongh, and to spare, and wines on
the lees, well refined. Here is.infinite fulness, freely
offered. God has prepared it for thee ; and thou shalt
soon be at the fountain head in glory. Let faith now
feteh in large supplies, till thou dost arrive where faith
shall be turned into fruition.

June 6. Attended public worship three times this
duy, and sat down at Christ’s table : but very much
indisposed in body and mind. I am persuaded these
disorders are the attendants of this dark state of things ;
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‘but shall fly as a fog before the sun, when God arises to
favor Zion. I live in the faith of this.

O God, wilt thou serve thyself by me! What am I
or what can I do ?.0O do thou serve thyself by me; and
then I do answer the great end of my being. 0 how
sweet 1s it now to me to think of God’s servmg himself
by me ! Tothis I now feel disposed to give up all my
comforts ;- all my wishes or desires; and all seems
centred here O if this wise, good God will but serve
himself by meywit is the whole of my being : it i the
highest dignity, the best employ, the dearest lot in life,
Being interested in thy special favor, through Christ,
what more can I desire, but that thou shouldest serve
thyself by me. Here'l am, O Lord, and have d°voted
all I am to thee and thy service. O glorious privilege !
O grant me this request, in which I see such unspeak-
ahle delight ; and in which every desire and wish seems
answered, and every good implied; as to please and
glorify thee is perfect felicity (o me.

Sept. 4. This night was enabled to.cry to God, as
the God of Zion, for help, under his awful withdraw-
ings ; sensible that none but he could help. I hope he
did excite desires, give strength, and show me my
unworthiness, who was but dust and ashes, a worm of
the earth, to speak unto the Majesty of heaven. Yet,
under some sense of his supporting influence, 1 was
emboldened to wrestle. I trast he gave me some view
of the dependence of all creatures and things on him,
for life, being and motion ; that as all things and crea-
tures were created by him,.so they were continually
dependent upan him. That - the highest angel in
heaven ; yea, all the thousands, and ten thousand of
thousands, the innumerable millions that surround the
throne of God, both saints and angels, are dependent on
him : with all the stars of heaven, and foundations of

-y

the earth : all the beasts of the field, frem behemoth, .

to the meanest reptile that crawls : all the fishes of the
sea, from leviathan, to the least fish that inhabits the

watery wopld : all the fowls of heaven, to the least fly,

that traces the air: not only the apimate, but the

inanimate also, from the tallest cedar, and sturdy oak,

to the wmeanest reed or rush, or spire of grass that
- - ’ L
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grows ; from the largest mountain, to the smallest
atom ; are supported by his influence and energy.
Joined to these, I saw the whole race of mortals, that
ever were, \or cver should be. supported, upheld and
governed by this God, to whom I was now applying for
his gracious aids and spiritual influences on the hearls
of his people. How did my finite thoughts stretch to
take in this numberless nrumber of creation’; and then
the unbounded Infinity, which sustained, supported,
supplied and governed them, out of his own infinite
self-sufficiency ! And O, from my (yet too low} con-
ception of this B=ing, and all these things, did J plead,
that his dear saints might not be left as a barren heath,
destitute of his life-giving influence. O, in what ¢x-
treme poverty and want, did I behold Zion, at this day ;
and cried out for the Lord God of Elijah, the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus, and the residue of the Spirit;
that he would appear and own his own institutions, and
manifest the power of hijs resurrection, on the ensuing
day of the Son of Man. 1 cried after a departing God.
. Alas, what an awful time is this !. Is not God gone
up from among us? Is not that glory that once filled
his temple, scarce discernible, in its remotest part?
Good God, shall not thy people cry after thee, O help,
O help, Lord God of our salvation ! And while thou art -
thus sustaining, influencing and enlightening the pat-
ural world, as its Creator and Preserver; O let not the
great Head of his church suspend spiritual influences.
Shouldst thou withdraw thy sustaining influence, crea-
tion sinks into ifs primitive nothing. And O shouldst
thou withdraw thy vital influence from thy church, and
children, it withers as,a sapless branch. O turn-us to
thee, and cause thy face to shine upon us, and we shall
be saved. ' . 4
Sepe. 5. Blessed be God, I-trust I had gracious

" access this morning, for his presence in his ‘house. -And
" 1 think I may call it a good day ; my soul was engaged.

Entertained from Luke xvii. 5. * Lord increase our

-faith.”  Sweet instructing and strengthening truths.

A word of reproof and comfort to me concerning Zion,
that Zion’s God reigns. O blessed .be- God for this
Sabbath ! And I am willing it should be my last. Ien-

~ .
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-deavored to hear, attend and improve, as my last, I
trust God was in this place ; and did not lcave himself
without witness,"that he is the exciter and inditer, the
hearer and answerer of prayer. I viewed myself as
‘passing off the stage of time, into boundless eternity.
The things of time and sense shrank into nothing ; and
I was serious, ‘and -solemnly willing to put from this
mortal shore. .
.-O that thou wouldst water the seed this dey sown.” O
do thou give the increase. O my God, I cannot let
thee go, unless thou wilt arise and bless Zion. [ can-
Rot see this evil on Zion, and hold my peace. 1 cannot
see tliis general and awful declension s I cannot see
this abounding profaneness, and immorality ; this
amazing blindness, stupidity and security, and be
-unconcerned. I cannot hear the complaints of thy dear
-children, and feel-the same cause in’myself, and be
-silent. - O thou God of Zion, artse. O thou Almighty
Arm, awake. -Dost thou not see; and dost thou not
-regard ! ©' thou who art jealous for thy name and
worship, dost thou not behold thy assemblies ? How
heavy, dull, dark and wandering thy own children are !
I'!,ow stupid,-secure; careless, and vain, sinners are{ O!
is not thy worship, which -ought to be lively, spiritual
-and holy, degenerated, in mest of thy churches, to mere
‘bodily exercises? I fear there is not one soul, at, this

".day, in all ‘thy churches, that worships thee, as thou

wast ‘worshipped -in primitive times. O God, how is

“the gold become dim? O, what-deaduess, what blind-

-Dess, has overspread us ! A
-Oncel was greatly engaged for Zion, on account of out-
-ward circumstances; but I seem scarcely to think of that
-now, under lier most melancholy.spiritual dangers. Ifear
God is about to say, Let her that is filthy, be hithy still.
-Q for'that rest that remains to thy people. ‘O show me
thy glory. If I may not see more of thee here, take
me to-heaven. My Geod, my God, thou knowest I love
thee above all things else. Let me not despise the
bounties of thy providence. But take me near to thy-
self. Dost thou not know my desireis after thee? O
does not every wish-centre in thee ! Dost thou not fill
all my thoughts ? Is-not the whole bent of my thoughts,

13
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" from my first waking, to my last, after thee ? Do.1 not
pursue thee all the day’? O let nothing turn me aside,
till I find thee. O let neither riches, pleasures, nar,
honors, nor all the best enjoyments of earth, stay my
_pursuit, or amuse my soul for a moment,

Sept. 7. Thanks be to. God, though I am perfect
weakness, I have Omnipotence to rest on. Though I
am ignorant as a beast, and have no.knowledge, I have.
infinite wisdom to apply to. And this God has sn.id,
“ To those who have no might, he increaseth strength.”
And he hath said, ¢ I will instruct and teach thee in.the -~
way thou shalt go. I will guide thee by mine eye.
Commit thy way unto the Lord, and he shall direct thy-
path.” Amen and smen ! Fulfil thy word unto thy
handmaid ; the word on which thou hast caused me to
rest.

Blessed be God for heart’s ease, by prayer ; and
heart strength, by emptying itself into infinite fulness.
O happy moment, when this finite -vapor shall ascend
to infinite fulness, and be fed and nourished by substan-
tial realities! And this bubble swim in the infinite
ocean : this drop of the bycket be most sensibly encir-
cled in the everlasting fountain ; and this. single particle
of the dust of the balance, be a pillar in the temple of
my God ! O when, my God, shall darkness and distance
vanish? O when shall my heaven commence ; when
my God shall be all in alt; the perfection gf being and
excellency ; my everlasting, consummate bliss ?
received my being from thee, and shall never. be happ X
but in thee. I enjoy myself only in rea.chnng an
stretching into thy fulness. -

O glory to thy name, for this most wise, most justy
most gracious way of salvatign by Jesus Christ ; and
sanctification by the blessed Spirit: this union with
God ;4and this transformation into thy image. O what
shall hinder my everlasting communion with thee, since
1 am brought nigh by the blood of thy Son,and in sofe
measure conformed to thee, by thy blessed Spirit 2 I
have cominitted my everlasting all to Jesus Christ :
have come in on the terms of the gospel : flew for
refuge to the hope set before me. And I esteem all.thy
precepts, concerning all things, to be right ; and hate
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~évéry fdlse way :, and neither wish' nor seek any good,.

in earth or heaven, but the fullest enjoyment of God ;

and all that i$ implied in this.
‘Sepir. 8, Blessed be ‘God for that gracious access he
allows me ; though, for the most part, when I begin
-prayer, I know not what to say, or ask, as though I had
no words or desires. But, glory to the blessed Spirit,
who ordinerily hélps my infirmity, and engages my.
~heart. This night it came to my turn to pray with his
dear handmaids. But O I knew not what to say ; and
a pain in my héad seemed to unfit me. But I dared
-not refuse ; though I expected great straitness. I beg-
“ged assistance ; yet I feared the desire might rise from
‘pride : and, therefore; I hope, submitted to God. But
O how graeious was God to me ¢ what kind access !-
“What desires did he put in my heart, and arguments
in my mouth! 1 seemed to find a childlike freedom §

‘and confidence. My requests were chiefly for Zion ; {
“the glory of God ; the interest of Christ ; the salvation ;
of souls; and the-strength and refreshment of saints. ;
Surely the blessed God put strength in me, that I might
plead with him. O methinks God was in this place ; !
and 1 trust others could say so too. Glory to God.* ~
. Sefit. 26. Thanks be to God for the assistances gf
this day. Though satan was busy, yet my God has
helped. O for the prosperity of Zion ; for the salva-
tion of poor sinners; though*while I pray, they curse
-and swear ! O how affecting is it to my soul! While I
.am in secret, carnestly wrestling with God, for their
-salvation, my ears are filled with the profaneness of the
street. © how does iniquity run down our streets, like
-an overflowing flood ! And even while I am saying, O
" Lord, have thercy on sinners, and glorify thyself in their
sulvation, my ears are filled, my heart is grieved, my
soul is vexed, and my flesh trembles, with their horrid
imprecations. And while my soul, is in an agony for
_their ‘salvation, I hear them -imprecating their own
destruction. And while my soul is-bowing down, with
. solemn and awful reverence, before the Majesty of
* Some account of this society of women : and of het“praying
-with them, is given, pa_e 7.

<
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heaven, solemnized with his dread ; how, O how shock~
jng is it, to hear a company of rebels taking bis sacred,
-venerable, precious name, profanely on their unhallowed
lips ! Perhaps I seldom retire for prayer, at least in the-
evening, but I hear the sacred name of Jehovah profaned
a hundred. times, while I am engaged. Woe is me,
that I sojourn in Mesech, and dwell in the tents of
Xedar, and miy place of retirement unaveidably so near

a profane, unrestrained street of people. O the patience -

of a God! And O the emmity of the carnal mind !
Surely God’s throne will be for ever just, if after so
long forbearance, he turn the wicked into an eternal
hell. Just, for ever just shall be thy executed vengeance-
on stupid, secure sinners ; rational, immortal, yet God.
‘provoking, God despising, heaven daring, damnation:
requesting transgressors. I tremble ; yet adore the-
justice of their sentence !

Mov., 9. God was better to me, yesterday, than my-
fears. My chief petitions at the throne of grace, for:
myself, are for submission to hi\s will; for thankfulpess;.
and a fixed trust in him. ~ I humbly ask every needful.
supply from him ; but that he would give me resigna--
tion to his will; and let the Lord do with me, as-
seemeth him good. I can look on the poorest, meamest
circumstances in life, with a humble subjection to God,
and acquiescence in his will, infinitely preferable to all
the affluence, pomp and grandeur of this world, with a.
temper in contrariety to God, and his sovereign will.

_ O blessed Jesus, when the poor diseased people fol-
Jowed thee, crying after thee, when thou wast on earth
in the flesh, even when thy disciples forbad them, didst
thou call for them, and heal them. How many months
bave I been crying after thee, gay and night, that thou

.. woukdst heal this unresigned will? And O wilt thou net.
hear and heal me? I trust thou Wilt, since thou dost
enable me to follow thee with persevering importunity,
notwithstanding thy seeming denials and delays, and.
the cruel discouragements castin my way by satan and
unbeliet. I hope I have felt my soul cling more sensi-
bly to Gad, as my covenant God, on some threatening
aspects. O well, if this may be the dear effect, all shall be
well,infinitely well,that ends in a closer union with God.

4
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O my God, thou hast heard me ; thou hast nqt cast
me-away in anger. Thou hast heard, thou hast owned
me. Thou hast not despised my affliction. Thou wilt
assuredly do well by me. Thou wilt serve thyself of me,
and glorify thyself in me. Mercy and truth shall yet
spring up. God will yet appear to my joy and triumph.
God will arise. I shall yet see his salvation. Surely
God will fulfil his word and grace to me. Surely hé
does not hide himself, as to his comfortable presence,
and gracious approbation, and in his providence, from
me ; and yet keep me seeking him, with perhaps the
greatest diligence and engagedness of any time in my
life, for nought and in vain. Surely, did not the Spirit
of God szeretly hold me wrestling,-I could never thus
follow him, when sensible comfort was so suspended,
and -under so many and great discouragements. On-~
God will I rest.- He is my roek.

Feb. 7, 1763. Q what torment ig this insepsibility !
Wherefore is it 2 [s there any thing that 1 hold dearer
than-this Ged, that causes him to hide himself fromme?-
Is there a wretched, base lust in my soul, preferred
before this glorious, lovely best of beings ! O tear it
out ! Lord, if -I- perish for ever;.yet let me-justify,.
adore and love thee,above every thihg else. But fierisa, -
ferisk did I say |- What ! banishment from God ! That
I cannot bear. 1am undone, I am ruined, if separated
from God. I.cannot, I cannot! What! torn from my
centre ; rent from my life.! O hell of hells, beyond all
conception ! Lord, Lord! what should I do! What!
immortal, and separate from God ! What ! and after a
display of such love, and such satisfying enjoyment of
a Being, who is his own infinite happiness! O what !
without God ! the thought has too many hells in it, for
me to bear. 1 cannot, my God, I cannot bear it. Sep-
arate me not from thee. O, rather let mesink into my
primitive-nothing, than have a being, withot such a God
as thounart, for my- portion and everlasting felicity.

But ] cannot be content to be-assured of enjoying thee
hereafter, and yet live without thee here. No: Iam
comfortless, helpless and dejected, yea wretched and-
miserable, in'the énjoyment of every thingelse, under a -
sense of absence from thee, even in this life : and am-
- . 13’
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ready to say, Leave me only my being and my God,
and [ am.content. Thou knowest I.have triumphed
in thee, in the sense of absence from every thing else.

And O now, if there be any secret rival in my heact,
tear it out. If I love any thing more than thee, I am
unworthy of -thee, whether parents, sisters, friends,
houses, land, riches, hpnors or pleasures ; yea, food or
raiment, or life, Search out the Agag, and let it be
hewed to pieces, hefore the Lord. O let thy Spirit
enter the most secret recesses of my soul, and divide
between the joints and marrow. O help me, help me !
For without thee I can do nothing. Help me to accom-
complish a diligent search, and to find out the secret
abomination of my heart. O help me to dig into the
wall, and to find out the hidden abominations, which thy
soul hateth ; and which cause thee t¢ hide thy face.
L.et there be nothing in my soul, loved or hid, thatis
offensive to thee; O thou best of Beings, who ‘only art
worthy to be loved and served and enjoyed. O purely
purge away my dross and my tin, and” reveal thyself,
and thy love, so as to enkindle mine.

And O cause me to remember this solemn season.
If thou shouldst call for every thing I enjoy in life, let

' me still rememniber, it is not my being, nor my God ;

and therefore cannot make me miserable, O let me
remember how mean, how nothing, all things, besides

- these, now appear. O secure but thyself to me, thou -

all-sufficient good, and I must be happy.- O what
motesy what atoms, what dust and vanity, are all things
else ! They are no portion for my immortal spirit. 1
cannot live upon them. One thing, and only one, is
absolutely needful for me. And thatis, God for my
portion. Nothing less can suffice my immortal, capa-
cious spjrit. O for a fuller assurance ! O for a nearer
access! O for a closer union! More intimate com-

.munion :” some sure earnest, or speedy full possession !

O why this darkness, this distance, this unsufferable
absence and ignorance! O thou, who only knowest
thine own infinite worth and excellency, and my abso-
lute poverty and necessity; reveal thyself to me, in and
through Jesug Christ. O hold.me _no longer at this
insupportable distance,in this sordid, stapid insensibility !

e
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HJay 1. Blessed be God; there is heip laid on one
who is mighty to save. I cannnt be so low, but Christ
is able to raise me. I cannot be so weak, but he is able
to strengthen ; nor so polluted, but he is able to cleanse ;
nor so needy, but that he is able to supply all my needs.
-O most glorious, almighty Redeemer, as ever thou didst
undertake the cure of any soul, undertake for me. I
. have this day heard, that thou art made of God, wisdom,
-righteousness, sanctification and redemption, to thy peo-
ple : and thus, O thus, [ need thee. And O, for ever
‘biessed be thy name for the hopes I have in thee. O
make me love and prize thee more. O let me enjoy
thee, and my soul says, itis enough! Look into my
-heart, and see the secret groanings of my soul after God;
and hear the passionate sighs and cries, after conformity
to, and communion with, the great first cause and last
end of all things ; the great source and fountain-head of
all perfection ; the uncreated, surpassing excellency ;
essential rectitude ; only complete, infinitely complete
. original of all possible existence and felicity. O does
not my soul reach, and stretch, and long after -perfet
conformity to thee, thou great first and best of beings ;
thou sweet and only centre of my immortal, rational,
and (I hope) gracious nature ; thou only and vtmost
wish of my soul. O attemper me to thyself; fix me on
thyself ; satisfy me in thyself ; supply me from thyself:
and may all I am and have, or can do, be for theg, amd
thee alone ; and all my good laid up in thee.

Sepiz. O, in what a depraved state is fallen man ! And
what a wretched heart have I ! Good God, what a lep-
rous soul is this ! How polluted, how defiled ! What a
running sore, that pollutes all T touch ! I stain and spoil
every thing, I bave any concern with. S8in, this worgt
of leprosy, defiles and ruins holy ordinances and duties.
It deprives God’s word and ordinances of their efficacy.
Yea, # turns precious truths, and wholesome food, into
poison, through some secret prejudice, or induiged ini-
quity, some root of bitterness. It takes offense at the
Iatter, or manner, or instrument, or seasod ; Or occa-
sions carelessness and inattention : it weakens faith z it
disturbs or destroys love : it cotrupts zeal : it abates
fervor : itpoisons patience and meekness : stabs 3mm11-

L3
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ity : it murders holy resolutions : many;-very many of .
them, die under its hands. It strangles brotherly love,
and makes-an insurrection in the moral 'world. It com-
mits outrage, in God’s rightful deminioms. And as it
weakens every grace, 50 it pollutes every duty, wherein
some or every. grace is tobeexercised. O how does it
pollute prayer; that sacred thmg, which we never touch,

_ but we defile, and leave. the prmt of our loathsome cor-
ruption and pollution upon it ! It turns mercies into a .
curse ; and prevents the right use and end of afflictions..
‘Thus -does sin speil all.it-comes nearto. - And thus de
we, as, sinners, pollute all we have any thing to with,
whether ordinances or providénces,

And thus, O-my soul, art thou polluting holy-things,
from day today. Lord, ] blush,I am ashamed : what
shall Ido ?. I dare not omit duty; yet may a sacred
blushmg cover mey whenever 1 attempt a duty ; know--
ing that I shall now leave the print of my pellution on
this holy thmg And O, hence let Christ be.more tham:
eyer precious to my soul.

Surely I need justsucha Saviar as- the Lord Jesus-
€hrist ; and with none less could.I ever be saved. Not
all the wisdom, power and grace of all the angels above,
or saints below, if joined in one, could save me. Noth-
ing less than infinite wisdom, power and.grace could
save me. And sure I.am, I. shall yet perish, if soves
_reign, rich and free grace, thr ough a Redeemer, .do not
prevent. So great, so strong is the power of my pollu~
tion, notwithstanding the implantation of- God’s grace
in my heart, I should make shipwreck of faith, and a
good conscience, if left to myself. O methinks itisa
wonder, a miracle of grace, that from such a heart as

" mine I have not run into all excess of wrctchedness Q
it is owing to infinite. power, and preventing grace, that
1 have not acted as bad as ever one did.

December 18. At night. Thanks be te God, for
,some access this evening. I hope I did hunger and
thirst after rightecusness ; and was enabled to apply to
the great Redeemer Tor grace. sufficient for me ; for
wisdom and prudence ; for meekness and patience ;
for a hearty, cheerful acquiescence in the will of God;
for hearty love and good will; for sirength . against
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every temptation ; and to the purposes before mention- -
ed. That God and the Redeemer might be abundantly
glorified in and by me, by.the indwelling.and abundant
.communications.of the Holy Spirit. I.hope ] was'ena-
bled to apply to the Fountain, through Jesus, for a. full
supply for life ; and, in particular, for the week ensuing, -
sensible of my own absolute poverly and necessity.

O my great Redeemer, how many-and great are my .
wants ! Lord, T am ruined, if thou dost not appear to
supply them. There are so many great and constant
demands-on me for every grace, arising. from present’
circumstances, temptationsgcorruptions, duties, difficul--
ties and relations, that I secem.to have run all out, and,
like a broken merchant; to have been makipg sham,-
sorry, mean and.beggarly. shifts, 10 keep up my credit.
But [ can shift no longer.. A new supply I must have,
or my credit is gone. And thine henos is concerned -
1 fail not alone. Lord, I have boasted a fountain at’
hand ; a sufficient supply to answer all demands. 1.
have said, My God shall supply all my needs. But my
demands - are very many:;:and-the. tempter sees my
weakness and poverty, and grows insolent, and threatens
ruin. Lord, art thou not surety for thy handmaid ? I
trust thou art ; and I shall not be cast into the prison of:
hell .

But I.have demands upon me, as thy servant” Lord ;:
and my expenses are very great. Thou wouldst have
e live up to my station and dignity ; and this is vastly
expensive to grace, in this evil world.. Thou must:
Thaintain. thy- servants out of.thy own. inexhaustible
treasury: Lord, I bave nothing to.live upon of my
own ;. and, turn- which way I will, there is a demand
upon me for wisdom, for patience, for meekness, for
faith, for love, for humility, or for some grace or other.
O my glorious Head, I pray thee communicate a sup-
ply:. Whatshall I do if thou dost not ?. Duties and
temptations both have such demands, as nothing of my
own will answer.. O my blessed Master, bountifully
supply my wants, and I will be for thee, and no ether,
all the days of my life. And, speedily, Lord ; for thou
knowest the demands of every duty and temptation are.
positive and pressing, and must be answered from thee..
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Fed. 5, 1764. Broken off last night from prayer, by
a very sick tarn : had an ill night. A confused stupitl
morning. Could do nothing in any exercise of religion ;
and the weather forbade my going out. But could bear
it no longer, thus to waste holy time.. The weather
permitting, T went out this afternoon, and sat hefore the
Lord, as his people sit. But, alas ! I was as a beast
before him. 1 -was ready to say, Why are such pearls
cast before such a swinish temper as mine ? % Where-
fore is there a price put into the hand of a fool, seeing
he hasno heart for it

O, to.believe I have powers and faculties, capable of
the highest and most noble contembplations and enjoy-
ments ; and to believe there is a most glorious Being,
infinitely more than adequate to the utmost desires and
wishes of my powers and faculties ; a Being, to whom
1 am under every possible band and obligation, to
contemplate, love, serve and adore; and a Being, in
the love and service of whom, is my highest and only
interest and felicity : and yet, to be thus insensible
and inactive, is most extreme pain ! O God, what is
hell, but a privation of light and communication from
thee the fountain of all being and blessedness! O, to be
called upon to behold the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world, and believe my whole salvation to
be there ; and to have no sensible conceptions, nor ap-
prehensions thereof, surely is more than brutal. ¢ The
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib.”

But O, glory to God ! I have found him accessible
this night, in secret prayer. I found him able to en- |
large the most narrow, contracted soul. "Nothing but |
almighty power could effect so great, so mighty a work. |
- Now let my light break outof obscurity, and my dark-
ness be like the noon day. O what are all the enjoy-
ments of this empty world, to one moment’s communion
with this first and best of beings ; the soiirce, fountain |
and centre of all perfection ; the original and only felic-
ity of a vational mind; the only durable and lasting .
good of an‘immortal soul; the life of my soul, and .
length of my days; the nuthor of my being, and strength |
of my heart; the only suitable portion' of my soal for :
ever! I shall cutlive all tmese sublunary, earthly de-
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lights : and what bat this best of beings shall then be a
suitable, permanent happiness for my immortal spirit ?

March 27. Blessed be God for some rational con-
ception, and spiritual conviction, that religion is a most
reasonable service; conformity to God, the sum and”
substance of all religion ; the beauty, harmony and im-
portance of .being intentionally and designedly devoted
to God, as the chief and proper good, and his glo {, as
the best and last end ; the comfort and happiness of en-
joying the same mind that was in Christ, whose meat.
and drink was to do the will of God; the unspeakable
pleasure and privilege of always doing the things that
please God : ardent desjres after this, as the only suita-
ble, substantial and necessagy good.

. Most great and glorious God, wean me from every
thing beside and below thy ever blessed self. Thou only
Fountain of complete happiness, direct all my ways ;.
guide all my desires ; sanctify, regulate and enliven all
my powers; and may they all act for God. Cure me
more and more of every selfish, sinister, carnal, and
worldly disposition. O purify and purge all my inten-
tional aims and designs, and use me for thyself. Iam
thy own: made by and for thee; redeemed, .upheld,
and preserved, for and to the same. end, and voluntarily
devoted. Fain would I be fixed in my post. Inot only
esteern my service thy due, and thy salvation my hap-
piness ; but I esteem thy service my happiness, my
privilege, my pleasure and greatest honor.

O my God, I beseech thee, by thy all gracious
character ; by all thy endearing compassion ; by all thy
unbounded goodness ; and by all thy infinite condescen-
sion to man ; by all thy grace to me ; by ‘all the love of
redemption ; by all thy covenant falthfulness, shewn o
thy unworthy worm ; that thou wilt conform me more
and more to thyself ; that I may come as near to my
glorious Redeemer, and great pattern, as is consistent
with this state of imperfection. O when shall every
moment be filled with duty ; and every duty with purity,
spirituality, love, zeal and devotion ! Why, seeing I am
the daughter of a king, should I be lean from day to day !
Why - should 1 appear as one of dishonorable birth and
parentage ! True, my original was mean ang:base. My
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-nature sin. ~ My father in Amorite, and my mother =
Hittite, an accursed-stock ! But by thy adoption, I am
become honorablé-in thy sight'; and thou hast said of
me, ¢ The king’s daughter is all glorious within ; her
<lothing is of wrought gold.” O make me then to-shine
ijn all thy beauty, my:Lord ard my God !

April 29.  Glory 10'God in the highest, that there is
peace.on earth, and good will to man ! All glory to the
Redeemer, that he is taking to himself his great power,
and triumphing gloricusly, in some parts of our land.
O our Immanuel, come, and make thine abode with us.
Ten thousand praises to Jesus, the King of the Jews,
that any one of them is bowed to-thy sceptre. O glori-
ous Conqueror, go on to cenquer, 'till with Israel, the
Julness of the Gentiles is brought in. O my dear om-
-nipotent Redeemer, how -shall thy infinite strength be
magnified, if Jewish prejudices, obstinacy, blindness and
infidelity be broken down, .before -thee ! ! O, at this my
hope takes wing, and-mounts on high, ‘berne. aloft by
.a thousand precious promises of -the latter day glory,
and the great Conqueror’s-triumph ! Come, Lord Jesus,
come_ quickly, and .fulfil sthe glorious -things that are
spoken concerning the. city of our Ged. O come, and
show thy almighty power in subduing Jewish prejudices
against thee, which have been centracting and strength-
ening, for more thanseyenteen-hundred years. O now
make bare thine arm, and reveal thy power, thouart
already come Messiah : and let -them no longer look
for another.

Oct. 21. O my soul, arouse, shake off thy sleth. He
quickened thee, who was dead in trespasses and sins.
‘Was this thy awful, -wretched state ! And am I now
made alive? O lst ‘me live'te him, -and him alone, who
gave me life. I.see a life of religion ; a life of entire

- devotedness and -conformity to Gad, :that best of beings,
the first cause and last end, the most rational thing in
nature. I see sin, which is a transgresgion of, or want
of conformity to,the law of ‘God, that transcript of the

-divine natm'e, and everlastmg rule of righteousness, the
nost irrational, absurd thing in the world.

O for a deep abasement, suitable to the dignity nnd
grandeur of that majesty, I attempt to bow before !
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¥or a divine rectitude, trust and confidence, purity, in-
tegrity, uprightness, and engagedness of spirit, propor-
tionable to the perfections of kim, whom I worship ! O
for ardent, vehement love, like his,"whom I admire and
adore, which overflows all its banks! When, O when,
shall 1 be a true worshipper ! true to the interest, char-
acter and-dignity of my Lord ; true to my own interest,
character and state ; so suitably, spiritvally and truly
impreéssed with both, that I may set God in his place,
and lie in mine, before him. O how far short I have
‘ever come of being a completely true worshipper !
Lord, it is only thou who caiist make me so. Help, O
Lord, help! To thee I fly. :

Aprit 36, 1766. 1 am more and more confirmed in -
‘this most certain truth, Zhas an unholy creature, is neces-
sarily an unhapfry creature. God be merciful te me a
sinner. A sinner found among apostates. A rebel by
nature. “ All my original is shame, and all my nature
sin.” Conhtinually going counter to God’s holy law and
nature. O my great, my absolute need of the great,
the almighty Redeemer, to sanctify me by his Spirit
- and grace, as well as justify me, by his atonement and
merits. Here is all my hope and refuge ; this sure
foundation, laid in Zion. )

-Glory to God for that most sweet and gracious sea-
son, I last night enjoyed. I bowed befowe.the Lord with
fear and trembling. I felt myself to be a polluted,
guiity sinner. The terror of suspected thunder took
hold of me ; while, I trust, a childlike desire and long-
ing for bis.dear, delightful faver, engaged me. O how
.did I long for his manifested love to my soul ! I cried,
my Father, my Father, the maker of my frame, and the-
Father .of my spirit, do not, O do not forsake me ! O
ibanish me not ftom thy favor !

¢ cannot live without thy light,
< Cast out and banish’d from thy sight.”

4> how could I bear to be separated, and under the
frowns of God! Whose heart could endure, or hands
‘e strong, in that day ? "Surely mine could not.

And O how intensely, ardéntly and vehemently, did T
Jong and wrestle for-conformity to this amiable and best
‘ 14 ’
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of beings ! And how sensible of my great want of holi+
ness ! God be merciful te me a sinner ! was my prayer ;
and my Boul was in the prayer. ‘God be merciful to me
a sinner, contained, at once, my misery, and my help.
That 1 was a sinner, I felt, to my inmost soul. And
that was my unspeakable misery; and therefore my
absolute need of mercy, even the mercy of God, which
is infinite, pardoning, and sanctifying mercy. And,
indeed the sense of my misery, as a polluted, unholy
sinner, got the ascendency ; and so my desires after
holiness engaged my whole soul, and swallowed up
my fears of thunder, or dread of other evils. Supely the
Spirit of God did excite these desires in my soul. And
1 laid me down and slept ; for the Lord sustained me,
and heldme sleeping, while it thundered, lxghtened, and
rained ; and I heard it pot. O how graoious is God
to me ! o

Oct. Woe is me,that T am a sinner, the chief of sin«
ners ! O the amazing power of iniquity in this wretched
heart, that is too mighty for every thing, but Omnipo-
tency ! Itis hell in kind ; and will be hell in degree, if
almighty, sovereign grace do not prevent. Lord God
Almighty, is any thing toe hard for thee? ‘This sin in
my nature is too hard for every power, but tbine. All
the angels in heaven, and men on earth, united with me,
cannot touch it. Itis like leviathan, without fear. It
is the same that makes devils: and it is of thy mercy,
that it has not completed me a raging, roaring devil.
Hadst thon assigned my rank among their order, I need
no more than these lusts, this unsanctified, potluted, de-
praved nature, unrestrained, to complete the chrracter.
And if ever T escape their punishment, it-will be solely
of the pure mercy of God, through a Redeemer; and
pot from any natural worth in me : yea, and sovereign
mercy, of him who will have mercy on whom he will
have mercy. O my God, appear for me !

May 21, 1769. It is long since I wrote any thing. '
- Disorders of body, dejection of epirits, aversion from
my pen, and temptation, from within and without, are
my excrcises. But why, my soui, sunk down so low?
It is upen the immutability of God’s covenant I have
rested. And here alone 1 must rest. And here, through
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grace, I will rest, when satan and unbelief bid me die.
It is unchangeable ; itis everlasting. This has been
my strength, and my confidence. And here again I
rest. What this has and does give me, I shall surely
have ; and more 1 have no warrant to expect. It is
well ordered in all things, and sure. It contains all my
salvation : let it be all my desire, and all my delight.
Here, as on an eternal basis, my soul has rested. It
has life, and death, and eternity n it. Come, Lord
Jesusstcome quickly. -Fit me and take me. .

Fune 25. Soon after I wrote last, my bodily disor-
ders increased, so as to'lay'me by : but a sweet calm,
Testing on covenant fulness and, faithfulness, abode with
. TAE, S0 a8 to render it rather a dear refuge and release,
a recovery of spiritual strepgth, than. a smarting rod.
“The word preached by Mr. Hart, and Mr. Austin, has
alsb concurred to strengthen faith.

Bodily disorders abated ; but for a few days past have
returned, with inward exercises. But, blessed be God,
enabled this afternoon to visit his sanctuary, and hear of
his great salvation. O my base, my sordid, stupid in-
sensibility of this gteat salvation ! Yet, surely, surely I
have an interest therein. It has been all my ds=sire, all
my delight, and all my joy. It has been, it is, and shall
. be all my pursuit. My God, my all, I am fixed, 1 am
determined in the choice of this salvation ; and thou
hast sealed it to my soul ; hast given me the strongest
and fullgst assurance of it. My whole heart und soul
have been wrapped up init. All my powers have em-
braced it, and joyfully submitted to it, and acquiesced
in it, as most worthy of God ; safe and happifying to
man. And God, the unchangeable, everlasting Goc.,
has graciously cendescended to assure me repeatedly,
beyond the power of a doubt or fear, that he would per-
form in and upon me 4ll that it contains,

And now, O now, and henceforward, while I live, let
me glorify this God, by a steady confident reliange on
his goodness and grace. Is the Lord a man, that he
should lie ; or the son of man, that he should repent?
Hath he not said? And ‘will he not perform it ? Why
has he condescended to give thee such repeated, strong
assurance ; but that thou shouldst glorify him, by a
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stendy reliance on him ? Grant me thi§ grace, also, €
my God. -It is a covenant blessing. Itis a part of that
great salvation : a deliverance from the power of unbe-
lief, F a:th is thy gift.

R 22 ]

N.B. THE Extracts from Miss Anthony’s Diary,
contained in the preceding long section, are but a smal
part of her writings, the wholc of which take up above
a thousand pages.

The editor has endeavored to select what is instruc-
tive and edifying. Much more might have been
.transcribed, which, perhaps, would be as entertaining:
and beneficial to serious christians, as that which is here-
copied, and presented to them. But this could not be
done, without rendering the publication voluminous.

T | g 4t G ———

SEC?'ION Fa g

Lxtracts from some of the Letters, which she wrote io her
Friends.

Extract of a letter, whnch she wrote, whemnthe country for her
health, to her intimate temale friend, in Newport.

s Storungton, August 26, 1769.
o uv DEAR, DEAR FRIEND, .

“ [ REJOICE that you and others have agam seen
the goings and glory of God,in his house ; the sweetest
- and most desirable sight on earth. If I know my
heart, there is nothing, thig side heaven, I should esteem
- equal to it. O iny friend, to behold the divina glory,

feel its influence on our souls, see its effects on ourselves
* and others, transforming into the divine image, gives a
pleagure that infinitely outweighs all that earth can
boast, or finite beings enjoy, beside. When ‘shall the
great Jehovah show himself to be the dear Immanuel,
by the most powerful communication of his Spirit and
grace, with his word and ordinances ! This shovld put
joys into our poor hearts, more than all the enjoyments




LIFE OF MIS$ ANTHONY. 161

of earth. This should soon cause us to take down our
harps fromn the diooping willows, and tune them to the .
highest praise. This, I am persuaded, would make this
inhospitable wilderness, this wild desert, blossom, and
appear as the garden of Eden. Even this presence of
our God would make a paradise : and to live, which now
appears only a living death, would be Christ.- Yea,
methinks the prospect of this would reconcile me to
life, and make all its burdens easy and. sweet, What
could be too grievous to bear, or too dear to part with,
to see our God thus glorified, the dear Redeemer’s
kingdom come withopower, perishing sinners plucked
as brands out of the burning, and the ransomed of the
Lord returhing to Zion with songs and everlasting joy.
% Well, blessed be God, every piromise and.purpose,
concerning Zion, and our Zion in particular, shall have
its full acconrplishment : for we have to do with'a God,
who is infinitely wise in purpesing, wonderful In coun-
sel, and excellent in working. And hath he spoken, .
and shall he pot make it good 2 O for faith and prayer!
to believe what he hath promised ; and to give him no
rest, till Zion become a praise in all the earth.
¢ May this be abundantly experienced on the solemn
day approaching, the next Thursday, the last day of
this month : a day set apart by the genéral Association
of Ministers in this colony, under a sense of the great
declension of rehgxon ;. that God would returny, and
visit the-land with divine influences ; that 1e11gxon, in
its power and purity, may be revived. . Had jt not been
for this appeintment, T believe I should have returned
before now. - But this has seemed to set my bounds,
-ever since I came-here (unless Providence should order
otherwise for me) having a - desire to be 'present and
unite on this solemn, most 1mportant occasion. Joinus,
my dear Newport friends, in this ail interesting affair ;
- and, on this day, which will be your stated half day, as
early as you cam, in the afternoon ; that you may meet,
perhaps hundreds, of God’s dear ministers and children,
at the same throne of grace, for one and the same bless-
~ing. O may we then feel the unity of the Spirit; bear
" each others buirdens, and be all united.for the whole.
Being cemented by the divine Spirit, may we surround
14% . B ' .
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the throne of grace ; be gathered at the footstonl of Je-
hovah ; and be present before the mercy-seat, with our
divine Redeemer and intercessur at our head, and the
arm of faith fast about him, refusing to let him go; let us
lift up holy hands, without wrath or doubting ; feel, and
tell our God, we are all as dead men before him, if he
help us not ; tell him our land, our nation, our world is
burnt up with exceasive drought, for want of the dews.
of heaven, and divine influence. Let us-put in our pleas
in the name of our worthy Advocate, and seeif God
will not glorify his Son, in granting our request for his
sake. . ’

¢ Surely it is time for us to be awaked and alarmed.
Where are we sinking ! YWhat will be the consequence
of this dreadful stupefaction ? The symptoms of death
are upon us, o¥ we never could live at so low a rate,.
Were, itymy case alone, or only-of a few individuals, the
glory of Ged, and the kingdom and interest of the ever
wqrthy Lamb of God, and the wonderful work of re-
deeming love, might yet flourish and be magnified : but
wher it is as an overflowing deluge, a wide breaking in
of many waters, who that has any exgrcise of true-love
to God, can be careless and easy in such a time of
declension ? ‘

“If I prefer not the prosperity of Jerusalem to my
chief joy, I know nothing. Well, let us pray for the
peace and prosperity thereof, and be encouraged, not-
withstanding present appearances @ for the Lord hath
chosen Zion ; he hath desired it for his habitation.
This is his rest. Here will he dwell. He will abun-
dantly bless her provision, and satisfy her poor with
bread. Faith says, it is enough: the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it. ‘I will pray end wait in hope ;
and blessed be she who believeth ; for there shall be a
" performance of those things whieh were told her from
the Lord (in his word.) And surely we may stretch
our desires abroad, even to the utmost bounds of the
everlasting hills ; for there are glorious things spoken
concerning the city of our God.”
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The “following is another letter, wrilten to the same persons.

Y MY VERY DEAR, DRAR
“ YOUR griefs and distresses greatly affect me:
Forgive me, my dear soul, that I am so deficient in my:
attempts to assist and comfort.you. I reproach myself
for this, while yet I know God only can comfort you :
and [ am, in my poor manner, looking to him-to do it:
% You say, you doubt whether you know the true
6od, and in heart chease him. If not, why do you
thirst, lopg, and pant for, and place all your happiness
in that very sovereygn, haly, righteous, good and g]oli‘
eus God, who is revealed in his wovd, and by his works ?
You next doubt whether your anxiety about this does
not prove selfish ? If your-anxiety about this matter
arises wholly from a desire of securing your own hap-
piness, and preventing your own private, personal
wmisery, it is doubtless selfish. If you sec nothing
worthy, lovely and excellent in God’s true character ;
and therefere desire tbe knowledge of it, only to secure
eternal life to you, itis-wrong. But, if you place eternat
life-or happmess in the knowledge of the only true God,
as he is the sum of all perfection, and infinite excel~
~ Ience, in and of himself; then you will desire this
knowledge Jor itz own sake ; and will doubtlcss desire
to know,. that you. do know that which you esteem.
infinitely worthy, excellent. and glorious ; and will he
far from being satisfied with just such a degree of that
knowledge, as you suppase may secure your mle to:
heaven.
“ Suppose, my dear, I have a certain sum- offered me,
upon condition I become seconciled to, and acquainted

with a worthy. person. I have no esteem or love for- =

the person ; but for the sake of the interest, I will try-
for a reconciliation and acquaintance ; and may be very:
inquisitive to know, if I have complied with the terms :
that is, whether I am indeed entitled to the reyard 5
which is afl I care for. But when I become traly ac-
quainted with the person, 1 see so much real worth
and excellency in him, that my .heart is most sensibly-
attracted to him ; and I find this knowledge is bappi~

.
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ness. I pursue a farther ncquaintance. I hear him¥
described, and believe he is what he is described to be :
and 1 hear, and believe it to be complete happiness to
know and enjoy such a friend. So I hear and believe
that this knowledge is connected with some great and
good effects, in whomsoever it takes place. But 1find
so little of these effects in myself {through my own
blindness and stupidity) and in-a sense of the impor-
tance of the matter, that I grow anxious to know
whether I have indeed any true knowledge ; and soam
in the way of a growing acquaintance, rather from. the
excellency and importance of this knowledge, than from
the fear of losing the sum : this, as a private, personal
interest, hardly comes inwo view; is overlooked, in
comparison with the happiness, which is attained by
the exhibition and display of true worth and excellence,
and tends to exalt it.

- It is supposed there is the same. natural desu‘e of
happiness in both cases: but, then, the one has no
regard to any being “but himself. The other goes out
of himself, and places his happiness in that which is the
good of being in general. And here, my déar friend, I
think, it is easy to see how a desire to know, that we do
koow, and are really in heart acquainted with God’s
true character, may spring from a bencvolent disposition
of heart, a regard to him, as the sum of all being and
perfection ; and so not a mere selfish desire. I think
it is certain we may desire to know this, as we are
directed to glory in it. Jer. ix. “ Let him that glorieth,
glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me,
that I am the Lord, who exercise loving kmdness,
judgment, and righteousness in the earth : for ia these
things I delight, saitb the Lerd.”
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The following letter was wtitten to a friend.who then lived in
the country, who was greatly attentive to her spiritual con-
cerns, under a strong and abiding conviction of the depravity
and hardness of her heart, and viewing herself to be in an-

- unconverted state.

) ’ Newfiorty, Oct. 27, 1770,

“ MY DEAR, KIND FRIEND,
¢ 1 THANK you for your very kind and acceptable:

favor of the 11th inst. Only you draw a character that
does by no means belong to me.  And, however morti=
fying it is to me; yet I must assure you; did my real
character come into your view, you would be so far
from loving and admiring, that you must yourself be
very bad, not to detest and abhor it. But so infinite
-wisdom has seen best to order it, that 1 should not be
east out and abhoyred by all living, while I ought to
loath myself for all my abominations, and great defi-
ciencies ; for which I bave no -possible excuse ; but
indeed am infinitely guilty for my criminal abuse of the
Jong and rich advantages with "'which I have been
favored. I was early planted in the house of my good
God, that 1 might be fat and flousishing : butyalas! my .
Jeanness, my leanness ! Were it not for the rich, free -
and sovereign grace of the gospel, which affords hope
and relief for the most wretched and guilty, I must.now

lie down in absolute despair. Here is my only hope
" and refuge. :

“ And here is a hope and refuge set before my dear
{riend, let her guilt be ¢ver so great, or her abused
advantages ever so many, if she will but accept the
effered salvation, the only remedy that infinite wisdom
and sovereign grace has provided. And what ghjection
can she possibly have to a way and.a remedy"so infi-
nitely woll calculated to secure the divine honor, and
- eonfer the richest and infinitely the best of blessings om-
guilty sinners : a way which qpens the most grand and
noble prospects of richest treasures, highest happiness,
and most satisfying enjoyments for one complete eter-
nity : and opens these prospects even to the most poor,
wretched, miserable, captivated, enslaved, sunken,
- destiute creatures, by a union to the great and glorious

-
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Son of God, the beloved of" the Father, and he in whom
he'is for ever well pleased. .

% O how inconceivably aggravated must the rejection
of the gospel vne- day appear! May miy dear, dear
friend, sb feel the weight of it now, as to fly from the
wrath to come. May she be so reconciled to God's
true character,and the character of the.divine Redeemer,

" as to render him the chief of ten thousands, and alto-

gether lovely in her view; while she beholds him
magnifying the divine law, and making it homorable ;

-vindicating 1he authority of God, and supporting the

eternal throne of Deity. -

% ¥ am more and more confirmed, that there can be
no true religion, or feal bappiness, any farthes¢han the
heart is really reconciled to the whole of the divine
character. While there is a total alienation from- the
fountain and only source of perfection and bappiness,
there must be nothing but sin and misery. And while
there is theleast degree of this alienation and opposi-
tion it muet be a constant source of polluuon and
unhappinessy which will, in a degree, taint and interrupt
all our diities and en_;oyments H though; blessed be God, -
there i .a foundation laid in regeneration, by slaying
the opposition and enmity of our hearts, for the highest
perfection and enjoyment ; and as far as we are recon-
ciled and anited to' God, we enter into the beginning of
a state of the most perfect holiness and ‘consummate
happiness, that our natures are capable of, when en-
larged in the fountain of existence, to take in incon-
ceivable cominunications from Deity, openmg on
vessels prepared for glory.

- But O, where am I going! Why do I attempt
what eye hath not seen, or ear heard ; nor has my
narrow, contracted “heart, in any adequate degree, any
conception of ! May your superlor powers, by the
effectual operatlon of the Holy Spirit, be formed for,
and enlarged in the dwme, delightful, transforming
gontemplation, till you arrive to the most grand and
noble height of holiness and happiness ! .

’ ¢ I am, with much affection,

¢ Your much obliged friend,
“ SUSA. ANTHONY.”
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The folowing extracts are Trom letters which she wrote to 8
. minister.

« Newpore, July 15, 1770,
$ REVYEREND SIB, ; .
.41 KNOW not what I shall beordo. Ifearl

am sinking into great stupidity ; yea, that I am farther
gone, than I was aware. I have indeed had relief from
distressing conflicts ; but I have misused and abusedt .~
the mercy ; and am even ready to covet them again :
any thing rather than a sottish stupidity and careless-
ness. Conflicts often stir up the polluted fountain, and
cause me to loath and abhor myself for all my sbomi-
nations. But I fear my heart has since grown like a
standing sink, which is not purged, but its scum
remains. Some general abiding conviction I indeed
have of great deficiency ; especially in attending to
Mr. Edwards on the nature of true virtue. When I
come to separate or take away that sénsation of second-
ary beauty, &c. natural conscience, and particular
instincts in nature, alas, what have I left! So little, if
any thing, that it scarce dederves the name, and appears
less than the least of all seeds. Surely I and others
have been greatly mistaken in me. Yet, even under
this conviction, I find there is great want of a thorough,
humbling sense of  positive pollution, and universal
depravity. My views are partial. My wretched,
treacherous heart starts aside, and shifts off from full
conviction.

% But will it not look unfriendly to attempt to lead
you any farther into this horrid depth of my depraved,
polluted heart, where you will find no bottom, or any"
way out ? I will cease, and let it be fo my own humilia-
tion to dig into it, and search out its greater andugreater
abominations.” .3

——

¢ December 18, 1770.
¢ REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,

.

“1 THANK you for your kind, obliging letter. -

It has been inexpressibly affecting and welcome to your
poor, vile, worthless friend. For though I know I am -

.
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aitterly undeserving, yet I cannot help desiring the
affectiomof my christian friends, even while I feel my-
_self altogether unfit for any free conversation with
them; and am ready to withdraw from them as a
‘polluted, infectious leper. The strength, number,
aggravation and infection of my sins, have been as an
overflowing deluge. And 1 see myself unfit to have
any thing to do with any but a Being of infinite patience
and absolute purity, who can bear with me, and cannot
possibly be polluted or tainted by my impurity, even in
.any nearest approaches.to him. This is my comfort.
« O if it were notfor the thought, that the infinitely
wise and glorious Jehovah can bring good out of all this

evil, and glory to himself from my dreadful wickedness,

I should sink and die under it. For the:thought.of even
my eternal interest being secure, seems to give me no
relief. This is not the balsam that touches my wound.
Here were opened somé sources of comfort to me on
the last Sabbath. And Aere,.and here only, could I see
myself of any importance, as the vilest wretch whe
-ever lived is of importance to answer the great end of
"exalting and magnifying the exceeding greatness and
. riches of God’s power and grace. O what superabound-
ing grace must it eternally appear to be, to forgive such
a guilty wretch as I am ! to cleanse and sanctify such

an amazingly polluted heart as mine is ! and triumph,

over all the infinite obstacles which lie in the way of my
salvation ! In this view, and in this-only, at present, my
salvationappears of any worth andimportance : for I know
1 deserve the' most dreadful and aggravated destruction :
am nothing, and less ¢han nothing, and of no importance,
any further than God is glorified in me. But here I
can only rejoice, &at he will glorify himselfin me ; and
not in the view that I in any respect glorify him.

" ¢ O, sir, to see a soul so loaded with obligations ;_so
bound by the strongest bonds ; so urged by the most
powerful motives and arguments, stupid, sottish and
insensible ; yea obstimate and opposing, is most aston-
ishing”! Yet not powerful enough suitably to rouse me
from stupidily, or subdue the enmity of my- carnal
mind. These convictions force themselves upon me

by the powerful pressure of undeniable facts and evi- -
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dences : but were they the genuine fruits of true self
abhorrence and abasement, they would produce a better
temper of soul, and wauld influence me to better obedi-
ence, and entire devotedrniess to (.:od and his glory in my
w hol¢ conduct.

“ It is often a quesnon that occurs, Whether such a
dreadful heart as mine is can possibly be the new beart
given in regeneratiop ? But I suspect the inclination I
sometimes feel to answer in the negative, arlses from an
unwillingness to admit the conviction of such aggrarated
gu1lt and vileness as bears in upon me, frem the- affirm-
ative, -

“ But I will cease to lead your thoughts into a scene
so dark and dreadful : and will yet rejoice, that I am in
the hands of sugh an infinitely wise, glorious, and most
worthy Being, who will secure his own glory, whatever
becomes of me : and all the advantages and obligations
he has laid me under shall for ever justify his rightcous
procedures with me. If he say, he has no pleasure in
me, he shall be glorious in his justice and righteousness;
let him do to me, as seemeth good to bim. I say, let
God be glorified, and it is enough. But then, if I am
sincere, why do I not glorify him ? Why am I not some
way active in this? But here I cease.” -

Fune 15, 1772.

“« I NOW take my pen in hand to tell my dear
friend, that I feel an inexptessible. happiness, that
« Dominion is with Him.”* I have had a joy in this,
this day, that has swallowed ap every discouragement
and grief. O what can 1 say, but expatiate on this most
glorious truth ! With Him, who is so infinitely excel-
lent, amiable, worthy, wise and good, is dominion. The
Lord reigns. Surely all heaven and earth may well re-
joice, and rejoice for ever more. My soul says, it is
enough ! Happiness enough,. not only for one immor-
tal soul ; but for myriads of enlarged, capacious spirits ; .

- She had heard a sermon from these words the day before,
preached by the Rev. Mr. Wales of Marshfield.
15 »
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yea, the happiness of Jehovah himself. O shall this
base, this guilty worm ever seck happiness eside from
this ! Now, let my thoughts roll where they will, they
can centre with inexpressible delight, that dominion is
with him. I love to dwell on these words ; for I can
express nothing equal to them. I wantto have strength
of body (or absence from it) and enlargement of capac-
ity, without oppositiun of heart, to take in the full i im-
port of them .
¢ I have for the most part of late been either awfully
and amazingly stupid, and had little or no sense of any
thing, or such a view of my infinite guilt and vileness,
the aggravation, strength and violence of my sin, as has
filled me with the utmost confusion and astonishment.
And while digging into the walls of greater and greater
abominations, which have come up to view, I have been
led ¢to conclnle, rAis, my own wickedness, ought to en-
. gross all my attention, But this has somehow betrayed
me into an error ; and I have not found that- engaged~
ness and enlargement for others, and my views of sove-
‘reign grace have been accardingly narrow and contract-
ed, till the latter part of last week, reading in the
xxxvith chapter of Ezekiel, what God had promised
to do for the most wretched and guilty, and this for his
.own glory, gave me some strength and courage, and
enlarged my desires. And now I see I may rejoice
and triumph, and stretch my desires to-unmeasurable,
boundless grace, displayed in the highest degree to a
guilty, ruined race, since dominion is with him.”

—.’A E—

, Fuly 1, 1772.
"4 DEAR SIR, ) :

“ 1 JUST now came into my chamber to throw
my feeble frame on the bed. But my thoughts have ta-
ken a ‘turn to recreate myself by a moment’s converse
with you.

“ I have been very feeple and broken this week ; but
supported, and, as it were, laid at rest on the bosom of
divine compassion and faithfulness. O how tenderly
does God deal with such an ungrateful wretch, and per-



LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY. 7

mits me to bring all my burdens, infirmities and cares,
and cast them on him ! If I am indeed "devoted to his
glory, and prefer his service above every other employ-
-ment, ought 1 not to feel most happy im his hands, and
under his direction, who hest knows in what way, and
by what means, this shall be bf-ough_t about ?

“ T hoped this week to have awaked up to greater en-
‘gagedness in my solemn approaches to God ; but how
‘1 shall be carried through the various important duties-
of it I know not: yet I find a pleasure in fecling alf
weakness, and as such dropping into the arms of Omnip-
.otence clothed with every possible perfeetion ; and so
be disposed of in the wisest and best manner, to answer
the most noble and important ¢nds, by him with-whom
there is not any thing too hard. 1 do feel, at present,
as if I had no other cause or interest, but to be used and
disposed of for God ; and therefore do rejoice that he is
what he is, and that ¢ Dominion is with him.” 0, sir,
1 am sure such an immense Spirit, such an amiable,
glorious Being, who was last Sabbath held up to view,
18 infinitely worthy of the eternal joy and triumph of
all his creatures.”- L

. . % August 30,
‘“ DRAR B1R, T

-% A POOR, mean, sinful soul aspires and stretches
after more exalted conceptions of the d;vine Redeemer,
and his glorious kingdom.. But O! my conceptions of
these are solow ! I am so brutish in my knowledge,
that I cannot but wish the prison’ walls were. pulled
down. . 1 feel myself the smallest atom in creation, and
this loaded with an infinite weight of guilt and odious-
ness, drawing down to an eternal hell. How must that
grace, that wisdom, that mercy be built up for ever,
which redeems and fixes in his eternal kingdom such an
one ! And perhaps I must live to try the power, the
wisdom and all-sufficiency, of this incomparable, divine
Redeemer. This I have done,and feel I am doing every
moment. And O what pleasure does it give to think
how transcendently glorious this “ tried stone” will ap-
pear,. when all the myriads of the redeemed, in all the

L]
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peculiar circumstances in ‘which his sufficienty has been
tried, shall be exhibited ! i

“ My attention has been a little called up to the inex-
tricable darkness, difficulties and dangers, which lie con-
tinmlly in our-way, through which no wisdom but that
which is infinite can guide us, nor power short of omm-
potent can deliver.  When 1 am a little awake, I see
every day, every moment big with such infinite impor-
tance to the church of God, and ¢very individual mem-
ber, as at once bankrupts and ruins every sufficiency
and helper, but our exalted, all-sufficient Redeemer,
pronounces them physicians of no value, broken cisterns,
and places the governinent on Ais shoulders, and con-
strains to fly to the shadow of his wings for protection.
And O how sweet is that rest wherewith he causes the
weary to rest !

- April 21, 1774,

“ REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,

¢ GOD has of late been calling up my attention to
solemn and tender scenes. I have felt the ties of nature,
and I hope the tender bonds of christian affection, to one
of the best of mothers, a member of Christ, in pain and
distress, under great infirmities to a very sensible de-
gree : under which the infinitely condescending Jeho-
vah has set himself before me, as so infinitely fit to
govern, and worthy to be submitted to, yea, rejoiced in,
in every dispensation, that I have been constrained to
say, surcly there nceds no more to make all heaven and
earth rejoice, than to know that this God reigns. O
where can there be any true pleasure, but in-a heart
wholly disposed to close in with every exhibition that

Jehovah makes of himself, as well in the judgments of

bis hands, as the laws of his mouth ? O what a fountain
of inexpressible pleasure overflows and sweetens the
Litterest waters of Marah, in that single sentence, 1t is
the Lord, the Lord !

“ But, here 1 pause while tears of admiration and
joy are my highestexpression ! Fain would T lisp his
px‘use% ! Fainwou ld 1 speaL of hisglories ! ButO! X
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find 1 do(mt feel what I ought ; norcan I express what
I feel. When shall my soul be ynfettered ! When
shall the heart of the rash understand ! When shall the-
stammerer speak plain'! O when shiall my whole soul
unite in th¢ most perfect manner, strongest degree and
universal extent, to every exhibition of the unbounded,
infinite, glorious rectitude and perfectiop of Jehovah’s
hature and government ! ! But instead of- this, is it possi-
ble that I shall again take back what I have said ! God-
has of late malle me repeatedly confess that he doth all
things well, and, as it were, crowd all things into his
hands, professing my hearty subjection to him, and his
government. I have been calling him Lord afd King ;
owning his infinite right and fitness to govern ; recount-
ing his mighty deeds; proclaumng his sovereign au-
thority ; exclaiming against every degree of- opposition
to him, and his government ; judging and condemning
'to utter destruction all- his implacable enemies. And
O, now, how infinitely aggravated must my guilt be; if,
-on trial, I do in the least degrée retract, or take back
what I have said ! But such a heart I know I have in me:
and, therefore, if after all I should perish, out of my
‘own mouth I am condemned : and if saved, sovereign
grace shall have all the glory. ‘O how infinitely wise
and good this constitution ! How rich, how free the
grace that comes to sinners through Jesus Christ.”

— ——

“ Jan. 29, 1776.
[ { S

“ GREAT is the wisdom of our divine Leader.
He knows what he is about, what he designs to bring
- to pass by the peculiar exercises which he enables his
people to put forth ; and brings them into those circum-
stances that are best suited to excite them. Thus does

‘he carry on his glorious designs. Thus is he prepari
- us for the event. O how sweet to feel ourselves, azﬁ
all creatures and things, in his wise and powerful hands,
devoted to his good pleasure, led on to the most glorious
and important end.  In this view I.am saying, let the
Lord do with me as see,meth lnm,good ; yea, “with a]l

. 15%°
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things and creatures. His glory is secured ; Zion is
is safe : amd more, it shall be raised to the highest per-
fection. And though we know not what shall prosper
under our hands ; yet being in bhis hand, we may not
say, ¢ There is nothing that can be done.” Surely God
has done and is doing great things. -O that his dear
people were all awake | Methinks there is nothing want-
ing but this to bring forth a most glorious vxctoxy over
the powers of darkness. Then should ome chase a
thousand, and put ten thousand to flight.”

..__‘x C———

SECTION V.. ) -

Containing Observations on the foregoing Life and Writings.
L]

I. THESE taken together, afford a strong and stri-
king evidence of the truth and excellence of christianity.

If christianity, and the Bible in which it is revealed
and instituted, wWere not a divine reveldtion from heaven,
but a mere . fable and falsehood, it would be 1mpossible
that such an effect should be produced by it, as was in
Miss Anthony ; or that such a character should be form-
edy and such views and exercises excited by it. Noth-
ing but that invisible, divine powér, even the Spirit of
God, which the Bible represents as necessary to form
men to a truly christian character, could produce this
effect, by which she was brought to a temper and prac-
tice, so agreeable to the dictates of the scriptures, and
so opposite to that which was natural to her, and to all
mankind. By this her selfishness, pride, and -a vain
worldly spirit were subdued, and she was formed to be-
nevolence and humility ; was weaned frgm this world, ~
and all the objects of time and sense, pronauncing them
mere trifles and vamty Her affection was strongly fixed
on invisible, spiritual objects; choosmg the God reveal-
ed in the Bible as her only portion : sensibly feeling,
that in the enjoyment of him, there is complete and
endless happiness.

Here we have a witness to all this. Of one who ap-
. pears sensible and rational, and as capable of judging as
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any one, after long study and experience, having passed
through many trials and temptations, making the most
" deliberate choice and resolutions to look for hgppiness in
nothing but the service and enjoymem of Christ ; and
cheerfully resting her eternal interest on this founda-
tion. 1t is acknowledged she is not the only witness.
There have been thousands who, living and dying, have
borne the same testimony. And many such witnesses
are now living. ~ But this excellent person is an eminent
one, who is to be added to the rest, and is an incontesti- -
ble evidence, censidered by itself, that christianity is ~
from heaven.

And it will serve fo strengthen and establish the falth
of real christians to find one experiencing, expressing
and acting out, in a higher and more eminent degree,
those christian graces and exercises, which they have
experienced in alower measure..

And when they -who are not christians, observe the
union and agrcement of christians, in their.ideas, and
feelings, though they are more conspicuous and eminent
in some than in others : and that persons of different
ages and countries, agree in the same kind of christian
exercises and experimental religion ; they have matter
of conviction set before them that christianity has a
divine original ; and opportunity to learn in what it does
most essentially Consist. .

WE have, also, in this instance, a fresh and striking
‘ evidence of the excellence, worth and importance of
christianity, - ‘
How does it enlarge and ennoble the mind of man,
and raise it to the most affecting and astonishing views
of those. mﬁmtely grand and gloricus objects and truths,
which are exhibited in the wérk of redemption ! Even
the oply true God displayed in all the unereated beauty
and glory of his infinite perfectians, in this greatest and
most wonderful work ; suited to excite the. strongest,
everlasting exercises of love and wonder, of benevolence,
delight and gratitude ; by which the soul is transformed
into a real likeness to the divine moral character ; 3 is
united to the Savior, and breught intd the real enjoy-
ment of God, which gives ineffable 3atisfaction and de-
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light : opens to view the invisible'world ; and introduces
a boundless, most agreeable and animating prospect of
unspeakable, endless felicity, in the eternal kingdom of
God, in the enjoyment of infinite, unchangeable objects,
and in the highest and most noble exercises, of which a
rational, immortul mind is capable, without cessation or
weariness, but with increasing strength, vigor and en-
joyment : at the same time being in the midst of an
innumerable company of most happy and perfectly
excellent fellow saintsy enjoying all of them, they all
partaking’ of," and increasing the felicity of each other,
in the mutual exercise of benevolence and ecstatic
delight. - . ‘ e

And in these views, exercises and enjoyments, the
christian is formed into a most amiable and excellent
- character, -it being necessarily implied in them. Such

_ amded is clothed with humility, and bows with humble

submission to God ; rejoices in his Being, character,
laws and government ; devotes himself to him, in obe-
dience to all his commands, in seeking and promoting
his glory and the interest of his kingdom ; constantly
admiring and adoring that sovereign, rich and wonder-
ful grace, which the gospel exhibits, and which is dis-

. played in the salgation of sinners : and being such an

one, humbles himself before God, and flees to the Re-
deemer as the only refuge, loving and delighting in his
person and character ; and with great pleasure pours
out his heart before him, in' the most sincere, ardent
expressions of his feelings, affections and desires.

And in his affections apd conduct towards men, he is
humble, meek, patient and long-suffering, forgiving in-
juries, innocent and blameless, just, benevolent and
kind towards all, eyen his greatest enemies, wishing
and praying for the best nd greatest blessings on them.
He is temperate in all things, not indulging any bodily
appetite to his own or his neighbor’s hurt, or so s in
any respect to unfit him for the proper duties of his sta-
tion, and the service of God, or deprive him of the
higher and more exalted exercises and pleasures of reli-
gion. .

This is a brief sketch of the beautiful, excellent char-
acter, and of the refined, soul satisfying enjoyments, to
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which christianity forms, and which it gives to all its
sincere votaries, in a higher or lower degree : which
the reader has seen exemplified in the preceding life
and extracts, and in which the character and enjoyments
of a true christian are exhibited in a more convincing,
affecting and pleasing light, than can be done by any.
mere verbal description. And the sericus reader, who
has properly attended to the Bible, will see that such a
character is there described and inculcated on all chris-
tians, and set in a beautiful light ; and that nothing is
wanting in order to form mankind to true beauty, excel-
Jence and happiness, as individuals, or in society, in this
warld but to become real christians, though with a degree
of imperfection. How amiable and happy then will the
world of mankind be, when they shall become christians
in a higher and more perfect degree, than any now are,
or have been, and shall flock with one accord to the
church of Christ, and put on her beautiful garments !
The scripture is full of predictions of this great and
bappy event ; and at the same time gives a most lively,
exhilarating description of the glory and happiness of -
thet day. Butall this will be but a shadow, and imper-
fect foretaste of the glory and everlasting perfect happi-
ness, to which the redeemed are going.

And now, let any one contemplate the character and
enjoyments of those who discard or neglect christianity,
and corisider what is their highest excellence and hap-
piness, if they really have any ; and whether they can
be compared to that which christianity gives to all who
cordially embrace it; or are even worthy the pursuit or.
wish of a rational creature. Shall we go to heathen
idolaters, to Mahometans, or Jews, to find true happi-
ness, or men really amiable apd excellent? The least
attention to these is sufficient to convince that neither
excellence of character nor true happiness is to be
found here. It is therefore needless to go into particu-
lars, i order to make the comparison.

Does the Deist possess, or can he have a prospect of
any thing, which may be compared with what the chris-
tian obtains ; or which has any real excellence and hap-
piness, suited to a rational immortal mind ! He has no*
God, to whom he can have access with confidence, or

ax,
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even without presumpuon For how does he know that
God is accessible to creatures ; especially, sinful crea«
tures ? No wonder then, that persons of this character
generally: if not universally, ‘neglect every thing that
may be called piety, and live ¢ without God in the
world.” They therefore must be utter strangers to that
noble, exalted happiness, which the trac christian has’
in the knowledge, love and enjoyment of God, and are
totally destitute of that béautiful, excellent moral char-
acter, which is implied in this, and consequently bave.a
contrary character, as deformed and odious, as the other
is beautiful. They have no certain prospects of any
- kind of happiness in a future state : for they have no
Jight by which they can know there will be any such
state. And if they consider thrkmselves as going to such
a state, they have no reason to believe it will be a happy
one. ‘They are sinners : at most, they cannot be cer-
tain they are not ; and it is impossible they should have
any evidence that a sinner may or can be pardoned.
They can therefore enjoy no happiness in the prospects
of a futyre state, or from any object that is invisible.
All their enjoyment therefore must be temporary and
wbrld]y Their true character, if examined with dis-
cernment, will appear to be composed of ignorance of
all those things which are truly great and exeellent ; of
pride and arrogance, and a contracted, worldly mind.
All their exercises are stamped with that delusion, pride
and * folly, which render their whole character truly
mean and despicable. How mean and low, yea, sordid,
are all their enjoyments in life, compared with those of
a christian ! The life and extracts, to which we have
been attending, serve to illustrate all that has beeh said
in‘this paragraph.

And what is the character and happlness of all those
who neglect christianity in their affectlon and practice,
though they may profess to believe it is from heaven,
and are seeking only a worldly good? The answer ix
easy; from what has been observed above. They know
not what true happiness is ; and are enemies to the trae
character of God, and all that is really good. Their
taste is perverted, and they are secking_ for happmess
where it"is not to be found. They are mvoi'Ved in
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strong delusion, and the greatest folly, and really mis-
erable ; and if they continue in this character through
life, they must be unspeakably miserable for ever !
The certain conclusion, therefore, is, If there be any
true religion for tnan, or any happiness for him, suited
to his nature and capacities, christianity is from heaven.
And if there be no truth in this, there is none to be
found that is true; and man must be miserable. It is
impossible he should'obtain that true excellence, dignity
and glory of which he is capable, by his natural rational
powers. But it appears from fact and experience, in
the instance before us, and in ethers ipnumerable, as
well as from spéculation and reason, that christianity, if
cordially embraced, will raise men to a high, beautiful
and excellent chatacter, and make them completely
happy for ever. ‘lherefore, it is the only true religion,
and is divine. : .

I1I. THAT which is here recorded of Miss Anthe-
ny’s life and exercises; may serve to teach us what true
religion is, as distinguished from all counterfeits.

We have here christianity set before us by an example
of it, as it consists in doctrines or truths believed, and
in the views, belief and affections of the heart of a real
“christian, - True christians may differ in the degree of
clearness and certainty, with which they believe and
embrace the doctrines revealed in the Bible ; and con-
sequently they may and do differ in the strength and
constancy of the exercises which they have in view of
divine truth : but their creed is, as to substance, the
same, and they agree in all the peculiar, important
doctrines contained in divine revelation. Therefore
their views, feelings and exercises of heart, are alike,
as to the nature and kind of them ; having the same
system of divime truth for the foundation on which they
are built, and in the view and belief of which the whole
system of their religious affections is forrped. There-
fore, though christians may differ in some circum-
stances, in their belief, views, and exercises of heart,
and some have higher and stronger affections, and more

free from any mixture of error and mistake than others;

yet the latter, when they have the views and affections

*
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of the former set' before them, will be conscious that
their religious experiences are of the same kind with
those of the other, though they fall greatly short in
- degree. And as in water face answereth to face, so
do the hearts of the latter to those of the former ; they
baving all ¥ drank into the same Spirit,” though in
different degrees. And this will naturally estdblish
their hearts, and strengthen their hope and confidence,
that they do know and embrace the truth ; and that
. this is true religion, the religion which the Bible incul-
" cates; when they see it exemplified in such an eminent
degree : and it will serve to humble, -encourage and
quicken them. .

And as the creed and religious views and exercises
of true christians are so much alike; as‘to their nature
and kind, and they are so far of the sagme mind, taste
and judgment ; this lays a foundation for a similarity
in conversation and conduct, in the practice of all'the
duties, and attendance on the institutions commanded
in the gospel, as an expresslon and testimony of their
faith and internal exercises’ of religion.

By these observations we are led to consider the
creed, religious affections, and conduct, exhibited in the
life and writings of Miss Anthony; in which her
religion consisted. °

She had a firm belief of the doctrine of the Trinity of
persons in Deity, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost;
and of the divinity of Jesus Christ; that he is the Son
of God, in a sense which implies that he is the true
God. No one can read the foregoing extracts without
observing, that much of her religious exercises implied
these truths, and was built upon them; so that the
denial of them would overthrow all her religion. This
was the God she loved, and chose: for her portion, in
the service and enjoyment of ‘whom she placed her
happiness.

The sovereignty of God in the exercise of his grace
in the salvation of sinners, and their absolute and entire

dependence on his sovereign pleasure, while he has’

mercy on whom he will have mercy, and hardeneth
whom he-will, and all the truths Implied in this, were
famiifar to her ind, and constantly acknowledged, ex-
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plicitly or by implication, in all her exercises. Inthese
are included the doctrine of the divine decrees, respect-
ing all things; and of particuler election; and a
universal and particalar providence, ordering’ and
directing every eventy from the greatest to the least.

She had a very sensible conviction and belief of the
universal apostacy ‘and total depravity of mankind,
grounded on the testimony of the divine oracles, and
her own observation and experience. Her own moral
depravity, the strength, odiousness and criminality of
it, was a constant burden to ker, and the cause of her
humiliation, fecling that it was all her own inexcusable
wickedness, for which she deserved to be cast-off by
God, and perish for ever : to which awful destruction
she considered every sinmer as certainly going, who
lives and dies in impenitence. And she knew that
none but a divine,-almighty, infinitely wise and gracions
Redeemer ‘could deliver from this state of depfhvity
and guilt, and form her to perfect holiness. And, in
the view of this she saw, admired ond praised the infi-

_nite, wonderful grace displayed in the salvation of
sinners. The reader will see all these truths and
exercises exhibited in a clear and striking manner in
her writings. ' :

The view and sense she had of the exceeding, inex-
pressible wickedness of her heart, and the strength and
great degree- of corruption of it, expressed in such
strong and striking language as she often uses, some
may think to be inconsistent with grace; or the new
heart, *which is described in the Bible; that’ she was
either. deceived, and magnified her own depravity
beyond the truth, or was not-a 'feal ehristjian. But
such an opinion will doubtless appesar to be-griindless,
when it is considered that real holiness of heart is
consistent with a great degree of remaining moral
depravity, which may -at times most sensibly exert
itself, even in the heart of the most eminent christian,
in this'life; * The flesh lusteth against the Spjrit, and
-the Spirit against the flesh : and these are contrary the
one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye
-wouldy” is the character which the apostie Paul gave of
every christian. And the greater degree of irue holi-

e )



'

- 182 LIFE OF MISS ANTHONY. -

ness the christian has, thé more clear and painful
discerning he will have of the remaining depravity and
corruption of his own.heart ; and the more hateful and
dreadful it will appear. “Hence it follows, that the most
eminent christian sees more of the sinfulness of his own
heart, and laments it more, than those who have not
_atta'med to 80 great a degree of holiness. Miss Antho-
ny’s conviction and exercises of this kind, therefore,
were s0 ‘far fram being imaginary, or an evidence that

- she was not a chnsuan, that they are a téstimony of

her great proficiency in the christian life, and that
knowledge of her own heart, which they who have not
so much holiness, and ‘consequently have less discern-
ing, do not attain to; and which might be reasonably
expected in so eminent a christian ; in which she
imitated that great saint, the apostle Paul, in his expres-
sions of the depravity of his own heart: Rom. vii. 13,

to the end of the chapter; which description, some, it
is to be feared, from too little acquaintance with their
own hearts, have thought it could not apply to any true
%husnan, especially to vne so ewinent as. the apostle

aul.

Under a clear and most se'nsxble comviction of her
infinite guilt and ill desert,” and ‘the unspeakably great
and awful depravity of her heart, she cordially embiaced
the doctrine of pardon, justification and complete
wdempnon, by the atonement and nghtcousness of

‘Jesus Christ, to be obtained by faith in him. And on

his mediation, power, wisdom and free grace alone did

" she rely for sarvauon frem guilt, moral depravity, and

all evil,

She firmly be,,heved that -the covenant of grace does
contain a promise to every-believer in Christ; that they
shall be kept by. the power of God, through faith, unto
salvation. And that, .at the death 'of the body, the
friends of Christ enterinto a state of- perfect holiness
afid unspeakable happmess, which shall never end ; but

- shall increase to the time of the general resurrection,

and the day of judgment, and from thence for ever.
And that the punishment of all who die in their sins,
will be inconceivably dreadful, and without end.

, Every one whe shall read what has been produced

-
3
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from her wrmngs will see that all her religious exercises

were in the view and belief of these doctrines, and that-

the latter were the foundation of the former.

AND now the nature, kind and complexion of these

exercises and affections must be considcred, as they"

appear &nd -are éxpressed in her writings, in which the
genuine religious feclmgs and motions of her heart are
exhibited. .

At first view, they appear not to be selfish ; but to
consist summarily in that disinterested love which
seeketh not her own; and all those religious affections
which are implied in this—In disinterested, benevolent
regard to God, and the Redeemer, his glory, interest
and kingdom~In complacence and delight in the divine
character,‘loving God for what he is in himself, as
~ exhibited in his word and works; in the exercise of

which love she with pleasure devoted herself to God,

‘and gave herself away to him, with all she was, and

“could do, to be uséd by him for his glory and the ad-

vancement of his.church and kingdom, makin'g this

her highest and only end, and placing her whole interest
and happiness in it.

And this disinterested, benevolent, complacential,
grateful affection, to God and the Redeemer, united
her heart to the disciples of Christ, and his church,

with peculiar and strong affection, and filled her with

good will and compassion to mankind ; accompsnied
with ardent longings to be conformed to God in true
holiness, and to have the most complete and uninterrupt-
ed knowledge and enjoyment of him : at the same time
acknowledging her own infinite unworthiness of the
least favor, humbling herself before God for ber sins

and depravity of heart, in the exercise of deep repent- ;

ance and brokenness of heart ; feeling herself to be a -

mean, contemptible creature ; admiring the astonishing

Aree grace of God in shewmg mercy to such a one ;

accompanmd with a humble, unconditional submission

to the will of God, being pleased with all his laws and

his governmemt, and re_|61cmg that the Lord. docs
" reign. .

7
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AND in the view and belief of the doctrmes which
have been menuoned, and others which are implied in
them ; and in the exetcise, and from the influence of
those affections now briefly described, she made a public
: plofcsswn of religion, and’joined to a church of Christ,
entering into a solemn covenant te live in obedience to

Christ ; in attending upon all his institutions, and in~

the - practice of the duties which he requires. of his
followers.. In which public dedication of herself to the
Lord, and-union to a christian church, she always
re_‘mced, as an inestimable privilege : and ‘continued to
walk in all the ordinances of the Lord blameless, unto
her death ; adornmg the doctrine of Christ.

She excelled in the practice of devotion and prayer,
and could not live comfortably when deprived of op-
portunity and convenience for retirement and secret
devotion, in meditation, reading the Bible' and prayer,
and devoted many whole days to secret fasting and
prayer. . She highly prized the christian Sabbath, and
attendance on public worship and the Lord’s Supper ;
and was very car eful and diligent in her preparation for
attendance on these important, and to her, delightful
institutions. ~ She diligently improved the advanfages
and opportunities she had 10 study and read, and gain
religious knowledge, in which she made great advances,

She was. temperate and abstemious im eating and
drinking, tarefully denying herself of every thing of
this kind, which she found had the least tendency to
unfit her for incombent duty. And in her apparel she
desired nothing for the sake of shew; but put on
modest clothing, and sought ne more than to appear
cleanly and decent ;-while- her ornament was a meek
and quiet spirit, attended with good works. - .

She was not talkative ; but free in conversation with
particular friends ; espeo\ally on matters of religion.
She was always on her guard against backbiting and
speaking evil of others, which she greatly .abhorred,
when it topk place in herhearing. She was a faithful
{riend, who might be safcly rclied upon, that she would
not betray the confidence reposed in ber, by dxvulgmg
any secrets, or in any other way.

she was Conhscientiously concerned to perform all

>
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relative duties ; diligent and faithful in her proper
business., Was kind and compassionate to the afllicted,
the poor and destitute ; and not only prayed for them,
but was ready and glad to minister to their relief and
comfort, so far as she had opportunity and ability. She
was forward to do all in her power for the support of
the gospel : and though she had not much to contribute
for this end, yet she did more in this way, doubtless,
than most of the opulent, in the sight of Him who
asserted this of the poor widow contributing only one
farthing. And her beneveolence extended to all mén-
kind, even to her enemies. Witness her writings and
prayers.

AND, now, wiio can seriously attend to all this, and
not be sensible that it must be true religion, if there
be any such thing as religion, consisting in doctrines

‘and truths belicved, and internal affectians and exer-

cises, and external conduct, answerable to. them ?
Surely there can be no oppusite or different sentiments,
affections and conduct, which agree with the Bible, or
with truth and reason, or that can render a person truly
excellent, amiable and useful. These differ so essen-
tially in nature and kind, that they’ may be easily
distinguished from all those religious appearances and
pretences which are built on falsehood and delusion.
They are of a diffcrent and opposite nature ; especially
those religious affections, which are wholly selfish, and.
therefore contracted and mercenary.

This example, which appears to be copned from the
Bible, and shows in what christianity consists, when
reduced to practice, as distinguished from all spurious
and false rehgnon, does at the same time demonétrate

the excellency of it, and that itis indeed a divine institu-

tion, adapted, as nothing- else is, or can be, to raise
depraved sinners from the depths of deformity, guilt
and woe, to all that perfection; glory and happiness, of
which their nature 1s capable.

HI. THE example and character of this person is
worthy of the pamcular attention and i umtauon of goung
feople, -

16» .
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She devoted herself to the service of Chrisy in her
youth. And who is there that can refuse to approve
and applaud her choice ! How amiable and happy does
she appear! Had she made an opposite choice, and
neglected religion in the pursuit of sensual gratifications,
and the indulgence of pride and a worldly mmd, giving
Lerself up to the levity, vanity, and folly, which com~
monly take place in the companies and conversation of
youth ; without any concern for her soul and future
existence, or proper improvement of her mental powers,
how mean, despicable and miserable would she have
been ! Let young persons attend to the contrast, and
learn wisdom. The only way properly to enlarge their
mental capacities ; to put on true worth and dignity ;
to be happy here, and for ever, is to devote themselves

to the service of Christ. How amiable is early piety !-

1Vhat a happy-foundation does it lay for improvement
i every w onhy attainment, and true enjoyment ; whlch
will issue in distinguished glory and happiness for ever!
Can you begin too soon to be reasonable, amiable and
happy, and to lay up this everlasting treasure in heaven?

"The coarse wiiich Miss Anthony took from her youth,
and the life she lived, was attended with many pains
and distresses, as the reader will observe ; but as these
were hecessary, and, the way which her wise and kind
Savior took to cure lier of her moral disorders, and fit her
for heaven ; and were attended with a real enjoyment and
happiness, which unspeakably surpasses all the happi-
ness they do or can enjoy, who are strangers to truq
religion ; these difficulties and pains which attend it,
do not afford the least reason or excuse for neglectmg
it for a moment. Consistent with all this, the yoke, the
service of Christ, is easy, and his burden light.

It is also true that if youth devote themselves to reli~
gion, they ygay expect to be overlooked, if not despised,
hy worldly people, as disagreeable to them, and un-
worthy their company, whe are pursuing .only thg
pleasures of sense, and the enjoyment of the things ef
this world, as the great and only good, and are fond of
the enchanting amusements, gaiety, grandeur, wnd
riches of this world. But how little and light a thmg
it is to be wholly neglected or despised by such deluged
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. fools ;-when it is only for that character and conduct, .
for which they ought to_esteem, love and caress you ;
and for which you have the approbation of Heaven, and
of all the wise and good on earth! And at the same
~ time you are feasted with a rich and delicious entertain-
ment, and. are going into complete, endless happiness,
while they are attempting to satisfy themselves with
husks, and are plunging into endless miseries !

+ If the gay; rich and great of this world, who are
strangers to real piety, who delight in show and parade,
to glitter in costly array, and shine at balls and assem-
blies, and know no higher good than the enjoyment of
such companies ; the diversions of the theatre, stage,
or card table, reading romances, or idle, senseless chat :
if those of this character, whether men or women,
should know how much more rcal worth and excellence
all those who are eminently pious do possess, than
themselves ; how highly esteemed and beloved all such
are in heaven; and how mean, foolish and despicable
they appear in the sight of the Sayior, and all his true
friends ; they would either be ashamed of themselves
and repent ; or their hearts would be filled with envy,
rage and blasphemy !

, FINIS.
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" -Lyman‘& Hall,

At the sign of the BisLE, Insurance buildings,
- Exchande-Street, PORTLAND= -

" EEP con§tanﬂy on hand a large and ex-
tensive assortment of Law, Theological, -
Classical, Medical and Mlscellaneous :

BOOKS:

which they offer to the public by the wholesalc
or retail on the most liberal terms.

AHONG WHICH ARE THE FOLLOWING :

Carey s large Bibles of the various prices and
qualities.

- Bibles with Canne’s Notes.

Common Bibles.

Pocket do.

Testaments—Psalm-books.

Milner’s Ecclesiastical History, 4 vols. .

~ Newton’s Works, a superior edition, 6 vols.

Edwards’ Works. :

Walker’s Key. : .

Miss Smith’s Fraoments. : '

Mrs. Montagu’s Letters. '

The works of Walter Scott, Esq. viz.—Mar-
mion, - Lay of the Last Mmstrel Lady of the
Lake, with a likeness-of the Au Lhor

Beattie’s Works, two prices.

Scott’s Fssays.

Sinith’s Letters to Belsham.
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\Valker s Dictionary; three dlﬁ'erent edluons.’
Webster’s do. "

Perry’s - do. '

Murray’s do.

Flavius Josephus.

Morse’s Universal Geography, 2 vols

Do. abridged. . o
Parish’s Modern Geography. o :
Adams’ Lectures. e
Kilopstock’s Memoirs. - ' Ly

Fenelon-en Eloquence. - -
“Walker on Elocution,
Trumbull’s History of the United Statcs
Memoirs of Mrs. Emerson.
Weems’ Life of General Washmgton
Emerson’s Evangelical Primer, by the hun.
- dred, dozen or single. :
: Campbe]l’s Poems, 2 vols.
Webber’s Mathematics, 2 vols.
Kinne’s Arithmetic. .
Scholar’'s Do.
Walsh’s Do, .
Pike’s Do. :
Johnson’s Tour to the Hebndes
Boswell’'s Life of Johnson. _
Buck’s Dictionary of the Blble
Miscellanies.
Religious Ekpenence
Pilgtim’s Progress. . ;/‘
-Mason on Self- Knowledge..
- Scott’s Force of Truth., -
Cowper’s Works. - B
Milton’s - Paradise Lost : Y

*.% Various kinds of S(.hool Books, Sta-
t:onary, &e.




[

The American Reader,.
A new reading book for schools*and academies. By -
-Asa. LYMaN, o.M.—To be soid as above, by the hun-
dred; dozen, or single.~—Price, $28 per hundred in
shieets—62% cents single, full bound—56 cents, half
_bound—44 cents, spelling-book- binding.

~-Recommendations of the above work.

«» HAviNG cxamined Rev. Mr. Lyman’s ® American
* Reader,” we state it as our opinion that the selec- .
tion is well made, that ‘the plan is judicious and
pec la ly adapted to schools, and that the work is

«- .dese™ving of public patronage: and we hereby recom-
mend the work as an excellent reading book for schools
and academies. -

Samuel Deane, -
Pastor of the First Congregational Church in Porrtlnnd. ’

Samuel Freeman,. ' -
Judg’e of Probate for the County of Cumberland.

William Martin,
One of the Frustees of*Bowdoin College.

~ . Elijah Kellogg,

". . Edward Payson, .

Colleague Pustors of the Second Congregational Church in
Portland,

d Nathan S. S. Beman,
_Pastor of the Third Congregatlona} Church in Portland.

Francis Brown,
Postor of the First Congregational Church in North-Yarmout.h

William Gregg,
Preceptor of the Academy in Portland.
) > P
Letter veceivéd.by the compiiler from™ Rev. Dr. Parish,
. Byefield,and B’enjgmn Aflen, L.L.p. Precepitor of Dum-
‘mer Academy.
- By(/ield September 28, l810

‘DRAR suz, :

- WE: have cursonly examined your ¢ American
Reader. The compilation is made frem respectable
" authors, and we think it in general calculated to make
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a profitable impressidh on the minds of childrerf and to
be a useful Yook in our,schools. )
With much respect we are, dear Sir,
your affectionate friends, ’
‘ ELIJAH PARISH. - .
BENJAMIN ALLEN.
e >, - ‘
Letter to the compiiler from Doctor Charles Coffin, Pre.
cefitor of Gorham Academy.

DEAR SIR, Gorham, October 9, 1810.
1 HAVE run through « The American Reader”
*with as much attegtion, as the time I could spare,
would permit.. I have no hesitationin expressing a
favorable opinion of the work, considering jta very ju-
dicious and chaste selection, well caculated to promote
the art of reading, and at the same time to impress on
the minds of youth moral and religious sentiments. I
wish you success in its publication.

Respectfully your’s. -
CHARLES COFFIN.

.__."::::_-—--

Addressed to the compitler, ﬁ.'om" Rev. Joseh Emers'on,
Beverly, author of the ¢ Evangelical Primer.”-

- Beverly, October 16, 1810.
Reverend and dear Sir, : N :

WITH much satisfaction I have attended to the sheets, with
which you have favored me. The perusal was rendered- pecu-
liarly pleasing by anticiputing. the advantages, which, I trust
many thousands will derive from your book. From seeing about
half of the work, I judge favorably of the rest. Your selections
of words for spelling and defining, I believe to’ be upon the best
‘possible plan: I hope these selections will greatly promote the
excellent practice of defining words, which has been lately in-
troduced into some of our schools; a practice, which appesrs
calculated to answer the principal and msost important ends, q::-
erally derived from two or three years study of the Latin
guage. On the whole, 1do not hesitate to give it as my opinjon,
that ¢ The American Reader” is better calculated to improve
the pupil in the art of reading, #nd to assist him in acquiring
the most useful knowledge, than any other book of the Kind. |

. JOSEPH EMEHRSON.
R ‘
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