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law, of the n,une of ~obert Holmes, mailer of a trading 
floop from .Bofton to Delaware. Being, at NewcaiUe" 
forty miles below Philadelphia, he he-a'rd of me, and 
'wrote to inform me of the chagrin w,hich my fudd~n de
parture ffom Boilon bad occauvned my parents, and of 
the affection which they Hill entertained for me, afluring 
Ine that~ if I would return, every thing iliould ~)e· adjuft
eel to my fatisfaction; and he was very preffing in h YS 
entreaties. I. anfwered his letter, thanked him for .his 
ad v ice, and explained the reafons.w hich had induced me to 
quit BoftQn, with {uch force and clearnefs, that he was 
con v inced' I had been lefs to blaIne than he had imagined. 

Sir William Keith, governor of the province, w'!s at . 
N~wcafHe at the time. Capt. Holmes, being by 'chance 
in his cOHlpany when he received my. le~ter, took oeca .. 
fion to fpeak of Ine, and {hewed it him. The governor 
read it, and appeared furprifed \vhen he learned my age. 
He thought me, he [aid, a young man of very promifing 

. talents, and that of confequence I ought to be encourag
ed; that there \vere at Philadelphia none but~ery igna: ... 
rant printer~, and that, if 1 \vere to,fcr up for myfelf, 
1>le had no doubt of my [ucce[s;' that, for his own part, 
he would procure me all the public buiinefs, and wou-Id 
render me every other fen' icc in his power. My brother-

, in~law related all this to me afterwards at BoHon; but I 
kne\v rf;\thing of it at the time; < when .one day Keimer 
and I being at wotogether near the window,' we fa\v 
the governor~ . all anothergendeman, Col. French of 
:r-'{ewcaH!t~.; .. handfomely dreiTed, crofs the· llreer, and 
nlake directly for our hou(e. \Ve. h~ard them at the 
door, and Keinler, believing it to be a vifit to himfelf. 
,~.vel1t lnlmediately down.: but the governor in~quired for 
tlle, came up ~airsJ and, with a condefcenfion and' po
litenefs to wh,~,ch I hall" not at all been accuftolned, paid 
lnt" Inany corifpliments, d,djr~d to he acquainted with 

felf known to hiu) on nlV arrival in the town, and wifu~d 
• • 

Ine to accompany hi!u tQ a !avcrn,v/]1~re he alld Colonel 
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The1e fueceffi ve delays continued till the vrfTeJ, ~ho.re 
departure had been feveraI times deferred, \vas on the ' 
'Doint of ferring fail; when I again went to Sir Williarn>s 
hou{e, to receive'lny letters and take leave of hiln. I 
faw his fecretary, Dr. Bard, who told· me that t-he gov~ 
ernor was extremely bufy writing,bllt tQat he .would bt! 
down at Newcaftle before the velTe!, and that the letters 
:would be delivered to nle there. ' 
. J{alph, thGugh he W:iS married and had a child, de ... 
termined to accompany nle in this voyage. liis objett 
'wns fU'ppofed to be -the eftablifhing a corrcfpondence 
wjlh fomemercantiIe houfes, in order to fell goods by 
h~ommiffion; but I afterwards learned, that, having rea
{on to be ditfatisfied with the parents of his wife, he 

never return to A mericaagain. . , 
Having taken leave of Iny friends', and intercbnnged 

promifes of fidelity with lVIifs Read, I quittedPhi!adel
ohia. At Newcaftle the veffel came to anchor. 1'·he .. 
governor was arri ved, and I ,\-vent to l1is lodgings. His 
~~~cretary received n1e with great civility, told me Oil the 
part of the governor that he could not fee me theA, as he 
was engaged in affairs of the utmoR importance, b!Jt that 
he would fend the letters on board, and that he wifned 
nle, with all his heart, a gOC1d voyage and fpeedy return. 
1 returned fomewflat aftonithcd, but ftill without enter
taining the f1ighteft: fufpicion. 

IVlr. I-IamiltGn, a celebrated barrifterof Philadelphia, 
had taken a p~l1age to 'England for himfelf and his fan, 
and, in conjunction with fv'Ir. Denham a quaker, and 
lVieifrs .. Oniam aodRuffd, proprietors of a forge in Ma ... 
ryland, had agreed for the whole cabin, fo that H.alph 
and I were obliged to take up our lodging ,vith the 
crew. Being unknown to every body in the !hip,· \ve 
were looked upon as the common order of people: .brlt 
1\1r. I-Iamilton and his fon (it'--was ames, who was af
terwards governor) left us at Newcaftle, and returned 
to Philadelphia, wbere he was recalled, at a ,very great 
expenee, to plead the 'cJufe of a veiTel that had been 
:feized; and j uft as we were ab~ut to fail, colonel Finch 
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any thing. 
. I filould .have been equally ·ailiamed myfelf at meeting 
Mif.s R~ad, had not her .family, jnftly defj)airing of my 
:return after reading Iny letter, advifed her to gire me 
up, ~nd marry a potter, of the name of Rogers; to which 

. ihe confented: but he never made her happy, and fne 
foon feparated from him, reflifing to cohabit with him, 
or .ev·en bear his name, on account of a report which 
.prevailed, of his ha ving another wife. l-lis {kill in his 
profeffion had [educed Tvlifs R€ad's parents; but he was 
as bad a [ubje(t as he \vas excellent as a workman.. He 
involvedhimfelfin debt, and fled, in the year 1727 or 
1728. to the Weit-Indies, where he died. . 

During Iny abfcnce, Keimer had taken a more confi .. 
aerable haufe, in which he kept a iliop, that was well 
fupplied with' paper, and various other articles. He had 
.procQred fome new types, and a number of workmen; 
among whom, how.ever, there was not one who \\'as good 
for any thing; and he appeared not to want bufinefs. 

Mr. Denham took a warehoufe in \Vater-fireet, where 
we exhibited our_ commodities. I applied Iny[elf clofely, 
fiudied accounts, and became in a !hort time very expert 
in trade. vVe lodged and eat together. He was iin .. 
cerely attached to me, and acted towards me as if he 
had been my father. On my fide, I refpetled and loved 
him. r"jy fituation ,vas happy; but it was a happinefs 
of no long duration. . . 

Early in February. J 7l7, when I entered into my 
twenty.fecond year, we were both taken ill. I w·as at· 
tacked with a pleurify, which had nearly carried me off; 
I fuffered terriblv, and confidered it as all over with me, 

• 

I felt indeed a fort of difappointment ,,,hen I found my-
{elf likely to recover, and regretted that I had fEll to 
experience,. fooner or later, the fame difagreeable fceflc 

• agaIn. . ' . 
I haye forgotten what was Mr. Denham~~ diforde.r; 

but it was a tedious one, and he at Ian funk under It. 
• 

Me left me a fmalllegacy in his wil1, as a t@ftirnony ofhll 
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Iofophr. which were to be difcuLed by the {ociety:.;: 
. and to read, once in three months, an efTay of his OW!} 

compofition, on whate\rer fubjeCl: he pleafed. Our de ... 
hates were under the direction of a prefident, and were 
to' be dictated only by a fincere defire of truth; the 
pleafure of difpuling, and the vanity of triumph, ha vitlg 
no fhare in the bufinef6; and, in order to prevent ,undue 
warmth,' every. exprefiion w hi€h implied obfiinate adher
ence to an opl'ni.;:n, and all dirett contradicton, were 
prohibited, under (ma.1l pecuniary penalties. 

'"fhe fir~ members of our club were:ofeph Breintnal, 
".-hofe occupation was that of a fcri vener ~ He was ~ 
middle-aged man, of a good natural difpofition, ftrongly 
a:tached to his friends-, a great Jover of paetry, reading 
every thing that ca.me in his way, and writing tolerably 
well, ingenious in Ulan} little triflcs".anc1. of an agreeabl€ 
con\Terfation. . . 

Thomas Godfrey, a fkilful, though {elf-taught mat11e ... 
rnatician, and who was afterwards .the inventor of wh~t 
now gClcs by the name of Ha.dley's .. dial; but he had lit1" 
tIe knowledge out of his own line, and was infupportable 
in company, always requiring like the iliajo,rity ofI\1a .. 
thematicians that have fallen in my way, an unufual pr~. 
cHion in every thing that is [aid, continually contradict:. 

. ing or making trifling diftinCliop.s,; :l, {ure way of defeat
ing ail the ends of con verfation. He yery foon left us. 

Nicholas Scull, a {urvevor, and who became after .. 
• • 

wards fUfveyor. general. He was fond of books, and 
\v rote verIeSt . 

'~Villiam Par{ons, hrought up to t11e traoe of a ili0e~ 
Inaker, but who, having a tafte for re,ading, had acquired 
a profound knowledge of nlathematics. l-Ie hrfl: fiudled 
them with a view to aftrology, and was afterwards the 
firil: to laugh at his folly. 11e alfo became [urVC}'GI-
general. ' 

"VilHanl !\1awgridge, a joiner and a very excelJent 
me('han~c; and in other refpects a· man of {olid under .. 

dingo, . 
tiugil Meredith, Stephen Potts and Georg~ \Vcbb, of 

. hom I hav.e already fpoken. 
R'ohert 
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.a man {(') 'well able to nfe his pen, thoug'ht it right to tn ... 
courage and patronifc me. . .' ' 
. "rhe votes, laws~' and ot.her public pieces, wer.e print .. 

to the ;governor had been executed by him in a very 
.-".coarfe and incorrect manne·r. We reprinted it with ac
curacy and neatncfs, and rent a .copy to every member. 
'fhey perceived the difference; and it ,{o firenglhened 
the influence of our friends in the A1fembly~ that we 
lV"ere' nominated its printer for the foUov..:ing year .. 

Among thefe friends 1 ought not to fo.rgerone mem .. 
lier in partictrlar, Mr. Hamilton, wholn I have n1ention .. 
.edin a former part of my narrativ:e, and who was now 

. ,returned from England. He warmly interdl:ed himfelf 
for me on this occafion1 a,s he did likewife on many o
thers afterwards; 'having continued' his kindnefs to me 
till his death. . ' 

, A bout this period M f. Ve·rnan reminded -me of the 
aebt I .owed hin1, but 'without preffing me for payment . 

. I w·rote him a handfom:e 'letter on the o-ccafion, begging 
him to wait a little longer, to ,.vhich he confe'nt.ed ; and 
as foon as I was able 1 paid l1im, principal and intereft, 
with many expreffions of gr~titude; fo that this error of 

. mv life was in a manner atoned for. 
~ . 

J3ut another trouble now happened to· me, '~'hich I 
l1ad not !he fmalIefi reRfon to expcCt.··Meredith's father, 
'who, according to our ~greement, was to defray the 
whole expence of our pr'inting materials, had only paid 
ahundr~d pounds. Another hundred 'vas fHlI due., 
and the merchant being tired of waiting, commenced a 
fuit againft us.. . We bailed the ~clion, with the melan
choly profpe8, that, if the n10ney ,vas not forth coming 
at the tin1C fixed, the afFair would come to iirue" judg .. 
. ment he put in execution, our delightful hopes be anni
hilated, and ourfelves entirely ruined; as the'type and 
,prefs n1uil be fold, perhaps at half their value, to ray 
the-debt. . 

• 

It1 thIs c1iftref", two real friends, ",hofe generolls con· 
duB: I' h(ive ne~ler forgotten, and never fhall forget 
~vhj!e I retain the rememl)'rance of 2lny thing, ca~l1e to 

. '. me 
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lay. 1 gave· hiin w:nat he demanded, and he departed 
loon after for Carolina, fronl wr.ence he [ent me, in- the 

, . 

following year, two long letters, containing the' beft ac-
counts that had yet been given of that country" as to eli ... 
Inate, foil, agricultuje, ·&c •. for he was well verfed in· 
thefe matters. I publifhed them in '~y newfpaper, and 
they were received .with gre-at fatis,faftion. i • 

As foon as he was gone I ~pplicd to my two friends". 
and not wifhing to give a difobJiging preferen.~e to either 
of them, I acc~pted from each half what he had offered 
Ine, and which it was neceffary I fhould ha ve. I paid
the partnerfhip debts, and continued the buunefs on my 
own a,ccount; taking care to inform the public,. by ad .. 
vertifement, of- the pattner!hip being difiolved. 'I'his· 
was, 1 think, in the year 1729, or thereabout.· , 

Nearly at the fame period the people demanded ~. new' 
elniffion of paper money; theexiiHng and only one 'that 
had taken place in the provinc~,:and which an10unted to 
fifteen thol1fand' pounds, heing foo'n. to ex,pire., . The 
wealth y inhabitants, prej u~iced againft· every fort of.pa~ 
per currency, from-t.he fear of its depre'ciation, of which. 
there h~ld been an inftance in; the province of New-Eng
land, to the inj ury of its' holders, flrongly- oppofed' the 
meafure. 'Ve had difcuffed this affair in our juntC>,,, in, .. 

. which I W'as On the fide of the n.e\v.emim9rl;. convinced; 
that the firft Jl.nan fum f~fbticated 'in I723, had done-
111uch good in the province, by favouring eO'Inmerce, in-

. duftry and population, fince all me houfes' 'were 110W in-
habired, a;nd In~ny others huildIng; whereas I remem
b.~red to have feen, when firft I 'paraded the fireet9 of 
Philadelphia eacing iny roll,' the major.ity of thofe. in 

. Walnut-ftreet, Second-ftreet, FOllrth-fire€t, as well as, a 
, ' 

great num~er in Chefout and orher ftreets, with· p~pe:rs 
on them fignifying that they were to be let; which fl1ade 
lne think at the tiIne that the inhabitants of the towJJ. 

~ ", . ~ 
- . .' , . 

. were deferting it one' after ai1other.· . 
Our debates mad'e me fo fuHy mafter of' the fubjed, 

that I wrote ~nd publifhed an anonymous pamphlet, en .. 
titled, An Inquiry illto the Nature ,and Neceffity of a 
raper Curreney •. It was ver.y well rcceh'cd py the low .. 
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