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ARGUMENT.

Thilk, and the twa follwand bukes, comtein the
congueft of bale Scotland be King RoBErT.—
DowcLas difeonfits MoUBRAY.~~The Kyng
agayn defeits Schir AYMER at Loudoun bill—
and ganging North, levis DOUGLAS to win the
Juth of Scotland.—Dedis of DovoLas.—Taking
of Lanark ¢afies



T HE

B R U C E

B UK E VIIIL

TH E KING, fra Schyr AYMER wis gane,
Gadryt hys menye euirilkane;;

And left bath wodds and muntanys,

And held hys way ftrak till the planys.

For he wald fayne that end war maid 5
OfF that, that he begunnyn haid :

And he wyft weill he mycht not bring

1t to gud end, bot trawailling.

To Kyle went he fryft; and that land

He maid all till hym obeyfand : 10
‘The men maift force come till hys pefs.

Syne eftirwart, or he wald fefs,

Off Gonyngayme the maift party

He gert hold till hys fenyowry.

In Boithweill then Schyr AyMER was, 15
Thatin hys hart gret angre has
For thaim off Cunnyngame and Kyl,
‘That war obeyfand till hym quhile,

Ver. x. May, 1307.
Ver, 15 Bothwell caftle on the Clyde, Lasarkfhire,
B 2 Left
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Left Inglifs mennys fewté :
Tharoff fayne wengyt wald he be.
And fend Puivrip the MowBrAY,
With 4 thoufand, as Ik herd fay,
Off men, that war in hys leding,
To Kyl, for to werray the King.

Bot JaAMEs off DowGLaAs, all that tid,
Had fpyis owt on ilka fid,
Wiyt off thair cummyng ; and that thai
Wald hald doune Makyrnochs way.
He tuk with hym, all priuely,
Thaim that war off hys cumpany,
That war fourty, forowtyn ma.
Syne till a ftrait place gan he ga,
That is in Makyrnocks way,
The Nethir-ford it hat perfay.
It lyis betwix marraifs twa;
Quhar that na horfs on lyve may ga.
On the fouth halff, quhar JaAMESs was,
Is ane upgang, a narow pafs:
And on the north halff is the way
Sa ill, as it appers to day.

Dow¢Las, with thaim he wyth hym had,
Enbufchyt hym, and then abad.
He mycht wrill fer fe thair cummyng:
Bot thai mycht fe off hym nathing :
Thai baid in bufchment all the nycht.
And quhen the fone wis fchynand brycht,
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B U K E VI [4
‘Thai faw in batailling cum arayit,
The waward, with baner difplayit:
And fyne fone the remanand
Thai faw, weill ner behind cummand, 50
Than held thai thaim ftill, and priuy,
Till the formaft off that mengye
War entryt in the ford, thaim by.
Than fchot thai on thaim with a cry;
And with wapnys, that fcharply fchar, (11
Sum in the ford thai bakwart bar:
And fum, with armys barblyt braid,
Sa gret martyrdome on thaim has maid,
That thai gan draw to woyd the place,
Bot byhind thaim fa ftoppyt was 60
The way, that thai faft mycht not fle;
And that gert mony off thaim de,
For thai on na wyfs mycht away
Bot as thai come, but giff that thai
Wald throw thair fayis hald thair gate: 65
Bot that way thoucht thaim all to hat.
‘Thair fayis met thaim fa fturdyly,
And cuntenyt the fycht fa hardely,
That thai fa dredand war, that thai
That fyrft mycht fle, fyrft fled away. 70
And the rerward faw thaim fwa
Difcumfyt, and thair wayis ga;
Thai fied on fer, and held thair way.
Bot Schyr PHrLip the Mowar Ay,
That with the formaft ridand was, 75
That entryt wis in the place,
B3 Quhen
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Quhen that he faw how he was ftad, -
Throw the gret worfchip that he had,
With fpurs he ftrak the fteid off pryce;
And, magre all hys ennymys,
Throw the thikkeft off thaim he raid.
And but challance efchapyt had 3
Ne war a knycht hym by the brand :
Bot the gud fteid, that wald not ftand,
Lanfyt furth deliuerly.
Bot the tothyr fa ftalwartly
Held the belt that braift off the brand,
And fuerd and belt left in hys hand.
And he bot fuerd hys wayis raid,
Weill otowth thaim: and thar abaid,
And beheld how that hys mengye fled,
And how hys fayis clengyt the fteid,
That war betwix hym and hys men.
Tharfor furth the wayis tuk he then
To Kylmarnok, and Kikwynnyne,
And till Ardroffane efire {yne.
Syne throw the Largs, hym allane,
Till Ennyriyp the way has tane,
Rycht to the caftell, that wis then
Stuffyt all with Inglifs men ;
That hym refaffyt in daynté.
And fra thai wyft how gat that he
Sa fer had rydin, hym allane,
Throw thaim that war hys fayis ilkane,
Thai pryflyt hym full gretumly, .
And lovyt faft hys chewalry,

Sc
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Schyr Puivip thus efchapyt was,
And DowgGLaAs, that wis in the place,
Qubar he fexty has flayne, and ma ;
The layff fouly thair gate gan ga, 1o
And fled to Bothweille hame agayne. _
Quhar Schyr AymMER wis na thing fayne,
Quhen he herd tell on that maner
That hys mengye difcomfyt wer.

Bot quhen the King RoBERT was tauld 115
How that the DowcGLAs, that wis bauld,
Wencufiyt fa fele with few mengye,

Rycht joyfull in hys hart wes he.

And all hys mengye cumfortyt war :

For thaim thocht weill, bath les and mar, 120
‘That thai fuld lefs thair fayis dreid,

Sen thair purpofs fa with thaim ycid.

The King lay in Galffoun,
That is rycht ewyn anent Lowdoun
And till hys pes tuk the cuntré, 125
Quhen Schyr AyMER, and hys menye,
Hard how he rayayt the land,
And how that nane durft hym withftand ; N
He wis intill hys hart angry,
And with ane off hys cumpany 130
He fend hym word, and faid, giff he
Durft hym into the plannys fe,

~ Ver. 123, Galftoup and Loudon ar¢ in the north-ealt pare
of Air- fhire, ' '
' B4 He
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He fuld, the tent day of May,

Cum under Lowdoun hill away.

And giff that he wald meyt hym thar, 138
He faid hys worfchip fuld be mar,

And mar be turnyt in nobill ay,

To wyne hym in the playne away,

With hard dints, and ewyn fechting,

Than to do fer mar with fkulking. 140

The K1nG, that hard hys meflengyr,
Had difpyt apon gret maner,
That Schyr AYMER fpak fa heyly:
Tharfor he anfueryt irufly ;
And to the meflengyr faid he, 145
¢ Say to thy Lord, giff that I be
¢ In lyff, he fall me fe that day
¢ Weyle ner; giff he dar hald the way
¢ That he has faid for fekyrly.
€ Be Lowdoun hill mete hym fall 1.’ 150

‘The meflengyr, bot mar abaid,
Till hys maifter the wayis raid :
And hys anfuer hym tauld alfwyth,
Quharoff he was bath glaid and blyth.
For he thocht, throw hys mekill mycht, 155
Giff the KinG durft cum to fycht,
That throw the gret chewalry,
That fuld be in hys cumpany,
He fuld fwa ourcum the Ki1ng,
That thar fuld be na recowering. 160

And
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And the KING, on the tothyr party,
That was all wyfs and awerty,
Raid for to fe, and cheifs the place,
And faw the hey-gate liand was
Apon a fayr feild, ewyn and dry; 165
Bot apon aythir fid tharby
Wes a gret mofs, mekill and braid,
Bot fra the way wes, quhar nien raid,
A bow-draucht weille on ayther fid.
And that place thocht hym all fo wid 170
Till abyd men, that horfyt war.
Tharfor three dykys our thuort he fchar,
Fra baith the moffes to the way:
That war fa fer fra oythir, that thai
War yiwyn a2 bow-draucht and mar. 17§
Sa how and hey the dykys war,
‘That men mycht not, bot mekill payn,
Pafs thaim, thouch nane war thaim agayn.
Bot floppys in the way left he,
Sa Jarge, and off fic quantité, 180
That fyve hunder mycht famyn rid
In at the floppys, fid be fid,
Thar thoucht he bataill for to bid,
And bargayne thaim; for he na dreid
Had that thai fuld ony fid affaille ; 185
Na yeit behind giff thaim bataille.
And befor thocht hym wrill that he
8uld fra thair mycht defendyt be.

Ver. 173. Dykes are ditches. In Scotland that name is
Row improperly given to walls.
Thre
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Thre dep dykys he gert thar ma;

For giff he durft not weill ourta 190
To mete that the fyrft, that he

Suld haiff the tothyr on hys powfté;

Be than the thrid, giff it war fwa

‘That thai had paflyt the tothyr twa.

On this wyfs hym ordanys he. 19§
And fyne aflemblyt hys mengye,
‘That war sAX HUNDER fechtand men,
Bot rangale, that was with hym then,
That war as feile as thai, or ma.
With all that mengye gan he ga 200
The ewyn, or that the bataill fuld be,
‘Till kitill Lowdoun, quhar that he
'Wald abyd to fe thair cummyng.
Syne with the men off hys leding
He thocht to fped hym fwa, that he 2¢5
Suld at the dyke befor thaim be.

Schyr AYMER, on the tothyr party,
Gadryt fwa gret chewalry,
‘That he mycht be THRE THOUSAND ner,
Armyt and dycht on gud maner. 210

Ver. 198. This term rangale Barbour ufes, in one or
two other paffages, for that ufelefs rabble which attends an
army. Gawin Douglas fpells it rangald,

Ver. 207. That Bruce defeated Sir Aymer de Vallange,
earl of Pembroke, at Loudon-hill, appears from the Englith
hiftorians Matthew of Weftminger, and Trivet. Sce 4n-

ncley ii. 20,
Than,
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Than, as 2 man of gret noblay,

He held towart hys trift hys way,

Quhen the fet day cummyn was ;

He fped hym faft towart the place

That he nemyt for to fycht. 218
The fun wis ryfiyn fchinand brycht,

That fchawyt on the fchelds brade.

In twa efchels ordanyt he had

The folk, that he had in leding.

‘The King, weill fone in the morning, 220
Saw fyrft cummand thair fyrft efchele,

Arrayit farrally, and weill.

And at thair bak, fum deill ner hand,

He faw the tothyr followand.

Thair baffynetts burnyft all brycht 228
Agayn the fon glemand off lycht :

Thair {pers, pennonys, and thair fchelds,

Off lycht enlumynyt all the felds :

‘T hair beft and browdyn wes brycht baner, -

And horfs hewyt on fer maner ; 230
And cot armours off fer colowrs,

And hawbreks, that war quhyt as flours,

Maid

Ver. 218. An ¢fckel is a divifion of an army, arranged in
fome particular manner; but its form I cannot find,

Ver, 225, This defcription has confiderable merit. Bar-
bour, as appears from feveral paflages, was far from being
infenfible of the

Pride, pomp, and circumftance, of glorious war.

Ver. 233. The hauberk was a coat of mail, made with

interwoven rings, fo as to ply to the body and motions.
It
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Maid thaim glitrand, as thai war lyk
To angelys hey off hewynys ryk.

The Kine fzid, ¢ Lords, now ye fe
€ How yon men, throw thair gret powefté,
¢ Wald, and thai mycht fullfill thair will,
¢ Sla us, and makys fembland thartill,
¢ And fen we knaw thair felny,
¢ Ga we mete thaim fa hardily,
¢ That the ftowteft off thair mengye,
¢ Off owr meting abayfit be,
¢ For giff the formaft egrely

¢ Be met, ye fall fee fedanly

¢ The hindmaift fall abayfit be,

* And thouch that thai be mar than we,
¢ That fuld abayfs us litill thing.

¢ For quhen we cum to the fechting,
¢ ‘Thar may mete us na mar than we.
¢ Tharfor, lordings, ilk ane fuld be

¢ Off us worthy off gret walour,

¢ For to maynetayne her our honour.
+ Think quhat gladfchip us abyds,

¢ Giff that we may, as weill betyds,

¢ Haiff wifour off owr fayis her.

¢ For thar is nane then, fer na ner,

¢ In all thys Jand that us char doute.’
Then faid thai all, that {tud aboute,

235

24§

250

255

It was not unknown to the Greeks and Romans; and ~

continued in ufe, it is believed, as long as any mail.

« Schyr,
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¢ Schyr, gyff God will, we fall {a do,
“ That na reprow fall fall tharto.” 260

‘Now ga we furth then!” faid the King,
| *Quhar he, that maid off nocht all thing,

. $Lede us, and faiff us, for hys mycht,
¢And help us for till hald owr rycht !’

With that thai held thair way in hy, 265
Weill fex hunder in cumpany,
Stalwart and ftout, worthy and wycht;
Bot thai war all to few, 1k hycht,
Again fa fele to ftand a ftour,
Ne war thair utrageoufs walour. 270

Now gais the nobill Kinc hys way,
Rycht ftoutly, and in gud aray.
And to the formaft dyke is gane;
And in the flop the feld has tane.
The cariage, and the powyr all 27§
That war not worth in the bataill,
Behynd hym levyt he all ftill,
Syttand all famyn on the hill.

Schyr AyMmEeR the King has fene, .
With hys men, that war cant and kene, 280
Come to the playne, doune fra the hyll,
As he thoght in full gud will
For to defende or to affaille,
Giff ony wald bid hym batill.
‘Tharfor
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Tharfor hys men comfortyt he, 28s
And bad thaim wycht and worthy be; :
For giff that thai mycht wynne the King,

And haiff wiGour off"hys fechting,

Thai fuld rycht weill rewardyt be ;

And ek gretly thair renouné, 290

With that thai war weill ner the King s
And he left hys amoneffing,
And gert trump to the aflemblé,
And the formoft off hys mengye
Enbrafyt with the fchelds braid, 29%
And rycht farraly togydder raid,
With heid ftoupand, and fpers ftrauche,
Rycht to the King thair wayis raucht,
That mete thaim with fa gret wigour,
That the beft, and off the maift walour, 300
War laid at erd at thair meting. :
Quhar men mycht her fic a breking
Off fpers, that to frufchyt war;
And the woundyt f2 cry and'rarg
‘That it anoyis wes to her. ~ 30%
For thai, that fyrft aflemblyt wer,
Swyngyt, and faucht full fturdely.
The noyis begouth than, and the cry. .

A mychty God! quha thar had bene, .
And had the K1nG’s worfchip fene, B ¥ (
And hys brothyr, that was hym by,

That ftonyit thaim fa hardely,
That
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That thair gud deid, and thair bounté;
Gaiff gret comfort to thair mengye;
And how DowgLas fa manlily
Comfortyt thaim, that war hym by;
He fuld weill fay, that thai had will
To wyn honour, and cum thartill,

The KiNG’s men fa worthy war,
That with fpers, that fcharply fchar,
Thai ftekyt men, and fteds baith,
Till rede blud ran off wounds raith.
The horfs that woundyt war gan flingy
And rufchyt thair folk in thair flynging 3
Swa that thai that the formaft war
War fcalyt in foppys, her and thar..
The KiING faw thaim rufchyt fwa,
And faw thaim reland to and fra;
Ran apon thaim fa egrely,

And dang on thaim fa hardely,

‘That fele gart off hys fayis fall,

‘The feld wis ner coweryt all

Bath with flane horfs, and with men.
For the gud King thar folowyt then,
With fyve hunder that wappnys bar,
That wald thair fayis nathing fpar.
Thai dang on thaim fa hardely,
‘That, in fchort tyme, men mycht fe ly
At erd an hunder, and weill mar.
The remanand fa fleyit war,

s

31§

323

330

338

. 340
.. That
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‘That thai begouth thaim to withdraw,
And quhen thai off the rerward faw
Thair waward be fa difcomfyt, )
Thai fled forawtyn mar refpyt.

. And quhen Schyr AYMER has fene
Hys men fleand haly beden,
Wiyt ye weill hym wis full way.
Bot he moucht not ammonyfs fway,
That ony for hym wald turn agane.
And quhen he faw he tynt hys payne,
He turnyt hys bridill for to ga:
For the gud King thaim preffit fwa
That fum war dede, and fum war tane;
And the laiff thair gat ar gane.

‘The folk fled apon this maner
Forowt areft; and Schyr AYMER
Agayne to Beithweill is gane,
Menand the fcaith that he has tane.
Sa fchamfull that he wencuflyt wais,
That till Ingland in hy he gais,

- Rycht to the King, and fchamfully -
He gaiff up thar hys wardanry.

Na newyr fyne, for na kyn thing,

Bot giff he come rycht with the King,
Come he to werray Scotland,

Sa hewyly he tuk on hand,

That the King into fet bataill,

With a quhene, lik to pouerall,

345
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Wencufyt
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Wencufyt hym with a gret mengye,’
| That war renonyt off gret bounté,

Sic angre had Schyr Aymery.
And King Ropzxrr, that wis hardy,
Abaid rycht ftill into the place,

Till that hys men had left the chace.
Syne with prifonours that thai had tane,
Thai ar towart thair innys gane ;

Faft lowand God off thar weilfar.

He mycht haiff fene, that had bene thar,
A folk that mery wos and glaid

For thair wiCtour; and als thai haid

A lord that fwa fwete wis, and deboner,
Sa curtaifs, and off fa fayr effer,

Sa blyth, and als fa weill bourdand,
And in batill &2 ftyth to ftand, °
Swa wyfs, and rycht fwa awifé,

That thai had gret caufs blyth to be.

Swa war thai blyth withowtyn dout,
For fele, that wynnyt thaim about,
Fra thai the Knva faw help hym fwa,
Till hym thair homage gan thai ma,

Than woux hys power mar and mar.
And he thocht weill that he wald far
Bot our the Mounth with hys menye,
To luk quha that hys freynd wald be.

- Vor. I, C
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Into Schyr ALEXANDER FRASER 393
He traiftyt, for thai cofyngs wer,

And hys brothyr Symon, thai twa ;

He had myftre weill off ma,

For he had fayis mony ane.

Schyr Inon Cummyn Erle off Bouchgubane, 400
And Schyr Inon the MowBRAY {yne,

And gud Schyr Dauip off BRECHYNE,

With all the folk off thair leding,

War fayis to the nobill Kine.

And for he wyft thai war hys fayis, 493
Hys wiage thyddirwart he tais,

For he wald fe quhat kyn endyng

Thai wald fet on thair menafling.

The Kinc bufkyt and maid hym yar,
Northwarts with hys folk to far. 410
Hys brodyr with hym gan he ta,

And Schyr GiLBERT DE LE HAY alfua;
‘The Erle off LENEWAX als was thar,
‘That with the KiNG was our all quhar;
Schyr RoBerT BoyD, and othyrs ma. 415
‘The KiNG gan furth hys wayis ta;
And left JaMmEs off DowGLAs,
With all the folk that with hym was,
Behind hym for to luk giff he
Mycht recower hys cuntré. 420
He left into full gret perill ;
Bot eftre, in a litill quhill,
. Throw
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Throw hys gret worfchip fa he wroucht,

That to the Kings pefs be broucht

The foreft off Selcryk all hale ; 435
And alfua did he Dowglas-dale ;

And Fedworthis foreft alfua.

And quha 2 weill on hand couth ta

‘To tell hys worfchippis, ane and ane

He fuld fynd off thaim mony ane. 430
For in hys tyme, as men faid me,

Threten tymys wencuflyt wes he,

And had wiftours feuen and fyfty.

Hym femyt not lang ydill to ly

Be hys trawaill he had na will. 435
Methink men fuld hym love with (kill,

This JAMES, quhen the KING wes gane,
All priuely hys men has tane,
And went to Dewglas-dale agane 3
And maid all priuely a trane 440
‘To thaim that in the caftell war.
A bufchement maid he flely thar;
And off hys men fourten, or ma,
He gert as thai war fekkis ta
Fellyt with grefs; and fyne thaim lay 445
Apon thair horfs, and hald thair way,

Ver. 433, 437. It appears from different authors, charters,
&c. that the country about Selkirk and Jedburgh was for-
merly called The Foreft ; and it feems to have lain uncul-
tivated, from its proximity to the borders, and confequent
expofure to the ravages of the border-thieves,

Ca2 Rycht
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Rycht as thai wald to Lanark, far
Owtouth quhar thai enbufchyt war.
And quhen thai off the caftell aw
Sa fele ladys gang on raw, 450
Off that fycht thai war wondre fayn,

And tauld it to thair capitane,

That hate Schyr Inone off WesETOUN

He wis baith yong, ftout, and felloun,

Joly alfua, and walageoufs ; 455
And for that he was amoroufs,

He wald ifche far the blythlier.

He gert hys men tak all thair ger,

And ifch to get thaim witaille,

For thair wiQaille gan faft thaim faile. 460
That ifchyt all abandounly,

And prikkyt furth fa willfully

To wyn the ladys, that thai faw pafs,

Quhill that DowgLAs with hys was

Ver. 449. The cattle-hill of Lanark is on the fouth of
the town ; but no ruin of the caftle remains ; its fcite being
now a bowling-green and garden. The murder of Wal-
Jace's wife, which feems the firft caufe which incited him
to arms, was committed at Lanark, by Hefelrig or Hiflop,
governour of the caftle, whom Wallace after flew. See
Fordun xi. 28 : for Henry the minftrel is no authority, his
work being an abfurd romance; tho’ in this inflance he
accords with hiftory, and with tradition, a large cave in
Cartland Craigs near Lanark, where Henry fays that Wallace
lurked, being called Wallace’s Cave to this day. It is re-
" markable that Sir D. Dalrymple fhould have omitted this
important circumftance, for which Fordun was furely good

authority.
All
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All betwix thaim and the caftell. 465
The laidmen, that perfawit weill,
Thai keft thair ladys doun in hy;

And thair gownys deliuerly
That heylyt thaim, thai keft away;

And in gret hy thair horfs hint thai. 470
And ftert apon thaim fturdyly,

And met thair fayis with a cry;

That had gret wondre, quhen thai faw

Thaim, that war er lurkand fa law,

Cum apon thaim fa hardely. 475
Thai woux abayfyt fedanly ; '
And at the caftell wald haiff bene :

Quben thai ane othyr halff has fene,

DowgLas brak hys enbufchement,

That agayn thaim rycht ftoutly went. 480
Thai wyft not quhat to do, na fay,

Thair fayis on aythir fid faw thai,

That ftrak on thaim, forowtyn fparing,

And thai mycht help thaimfelwys nathing ;

Bot fled to warand, quhar thai moucht, 485
And thai fa angrely thaim foucht;

That off thaim all efchapyt nane.

Schyr Inone WEBETOWN thar wes flayne.

And quhen he dede wis, as ye her,

Thai fand intill hys coffer 490
A lettyr that hym fend a lady,
That he luffyt per drouery,

That

Ver. 492. Per drouery, is not in a view of marriage. The
C3 term
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That faid quhen he had yemyt a yer

In wer, as a gud batchiller,

‘The awenturs caftell off Dowglas, 495
That to kep fa peralus was;

Than mycht he weill afk a lady

Hyr amours, and hyr drouery.

‘The letter fpak on this maner.
And quhen thai flayne on this wyfs wer, 500
DowaLas rycht to the caftell raid,
And thar fa gret debate he maid,
That in the caftell entryt he.
I wate nocht all the certanté,
Quetheyr it wis throw ftrenth or flycht. 505
Bot he wrocht fa with mekill mycht
That the cunttabill, and all the laiff
‘That war tharin, bath man and knaiff,
He tuk, and gaiff thaim difpending ;
And fent thaim home, bot mar grewing, 510
To the CLYFFURD, in thair cuntré.
And fyne fa befyly wroucht he,

term is old French. Drué, maitrefle, ou concubine: Drurie,
la vie joyeufe.

Soit fa moullier, ou foit fa drué,

Tantoft en a I'amour perdué.

Roman de la Rofe, 30196,

Que bien voy-je que ma drurye,

Ne mon folas ne vous plait mye.  I5. 9278,
It might be thought that Drury-lane takes its name from
this term, now fo applicable ; but it was a lane leading up
to Drury-houfe, the feat of a family called Drury.

That
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‘That he tumblyt doun all the wall,

And deftroyit the houflis all.

Syne till the Foreft held bys way, 51§
Quhar he had mony ane hard affay :

And mony fayr poynt off wer befell.

Quha couth thaim all reherfs, or tell,

He fuld fay that hys name fuld be

Leftand in full gret renouné. 520

THE END OF BUKX VIIL

Cs THE
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ARCUMENT.

The Kyng paffes the Mounth, and falls fick at Envourie
~—is carried to Slenath,—=Gumin Erle of BucHAN
affailis the King, quba is bravelic defendit be bis
men. - The Kyng recoverand defeds BucHAN at
Enreury; and berries all bis lands — fares to
Angus, and taks Forfar caftell—and Perth.—Schir
EpwArp Brucg gemgend to Gallway defeits
Schir AYMER ST. JoHN at Cree.—DoucGLAs
taks RANDEL and STUART prifencirs,
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T HE
B R U C E.

B UKE IX

NOW leve we intill the Foreft
DowacLas, that fall bot litill reft,
Till the cuntré deliueryt be

OfF Inglis folk, and thair powfté :
And turn we till the nobill King; S
That, with the folk off hys leding,

Towart the Mounth has tane hys way,

Rycht ftoutly, and intill gud aray.

Quhar ALYsANDER FRAYSER hym met,

And als hys brodyr SYMONET, 10
With all the folk thai with thaim had.

The KiNc gud cuntenance thaim maid:

That wes rycht blyth off thair cummyne.

Thai tauld the KNG off the cowyne

Off Inon CuMmmyYN Erle off Bouchane, 15
That till help hym had with hym tane
Schyr Inon MowBRAY, and othyr ma ;
Schyr Dauip off BRECHYN alfua;
With all the folk off thair leding ;

¢ And yarnys mar na ony thing

:W»
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¢ Wengeance off yow, Schyr Kiwg, to tak,

¢ For Schyr IsoNE the CummyNs fak,

¢ That quhillum in Dumfrefs wes flayn.’

The K1nc faid,® Sa our Lord me fayn,

¢ I had gret caufs hym for to fla. 2§
« And fen that thai on hand will ta,

« Becaufs off hym, to werray me,

« ] fall thole a qubile, and fe

« On quhat wyfs that thai prowe thair mycht.

« And giff it fall that thai will fycht, 30
« Giff thai affaile we fall defend,

¢ Syne fall eftre quhat God will fend.”

Eftre this fpek, the KiNG in hy
Held ftraucht hys way till Enrowry.
And thar hym tuk fic a feknes, 35
That putt hym to full hard diftrefs,
‘That he forbar baith drynk and mete.
Hys men na medecyne couth get
‘That euir mycht to the King awaile.
Hys force.gan hym halyly faile, 40
That he mycht nothyr ryd na ga.
Then wyt ye that hys men war wa;

Ver. 34. Inverury, about fifteen miles north-weft of Aber-
deen.  Bruce went to the north of Scotland O&ober, x307.
The Annalift of Scotland, ii. 23, thinks Bruce had met
with a defeat before he proceeded to the north ; and fays it
is difficult otherwife to account for that progrefs: but the
reafons given by ous poet feem fufficient.

: . For
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For nane wes in that cumpany,
That wald haiff bene halff fa fary
For till haiff fene hys brodyr ded,
Lyand befor thaim in that fted,
As thai war for hys feknes,

For all thair comfort in hym wes.

Bot gud Schyr EbuvARrD the worthy,
Hys brodyr that wis fa hardy,
And wyfs and wicht, fet mekill payn
To comfort thaim with all hys mayn.
And quhen the londs, that thar war,
Saw that the ill ay mar and mar -
Trawaillyit the K1ng, thaim thoucht in hy
It was not fpedfull thar to ly; .
For thar all playne wes the cuntré,
And thai war hot a few menye,
To ly but firenth into the playne.
For this, till that thair capitane
War coweryt off hys mekill ill,
Thai thoucht to wead fum: ftrenthis till.

For folk forowtyn c_apiﬁne,‘
Bot thai the bettir be!apaym,

3l not be all fa gud in' deid,

As thai a Lord had thaim fo leid ;

That dar put hym in aweatur,

Bot abayfing to tak the ure

That God will fend : for quhen that he
Of fic will is and fic bounté,

45

58

65

. 70
That
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‘That he dar put hym till affay,

Hys folk fall tak enfample ay

Off hys gud deid and hys bounté,
And ane off thaim fall be worth thre
Off thaim that wilkyt chiftane hais.
Hys wrechytnefs fa in thaim gais,
‘That thai thair manlynes fall tyne,
Throw wrechytnes off hys cowyne.
For quhen the lords, that thaim fuld leid,
May do noucht bot as he war deid,
Or fra hys folk halds hys way
Fleand, trow ye not than that thai
Sall wencufyt in thair harts be?

Xis fall thai, as I trow, pardé,

Bot giff thair harts be fa hey,

‘That thai na will for thair worfchip fley.
And thouch fum be off fic bounté,
Quhen thai the lord and hys menye
Seys fley, yeit fall thai fley apayn;
For all men fleis the deid rycht fayne.
See quhat he dois, that fwa fowly -
Fleis thus for hys cowardy;

Bath hym and hys wencuffyt he,

And gers hys fayis abowne be.

Bot he that, throw hys gret noblay,
Till peralls hym abandownys ay,

‘To recomfort hys

Gers that he be off fa gret bounté,

That mony tyme unlikly thing
Thai bring rycht weill to gud ending.

-

75
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85

9$

100
Sa
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Sa did this King, that Ik off reid ;
And, for hys uttrageoufs manheid,
Confortyt hys on fic maner,
That nane had radnes quhar he wer
Liand intill hys feknes. 10§
Tharfor in littre thai hym lay,
And till the Skmaach held thair way:
And thocht thar in that firenth to ly,
Till paflyt war hys malady.

Bot fra the Erle off Buchane 110
Wyft that thai war thyddir gane ;
And wyft that fa fek wis the King
That men dowtyt off hys cowering ;
He fent eftre hys men in hy,
And aflemblyt a gret cumpany. 11§
For all hys awne men war thar;
And all hys freynds with hym war;
That wis Schyr IHoNe the MowBRAY,
And hys brodyr, as Ik hard fay,
And Schyr Davip off BREcuyNGE, 120
With fele folk in thair ledyng.

And quhen thai all affemblyt war,
In hy thai tuk thair way to far
‘To the Slenaxch, with all thair men,
For to affaille the King then 128

_ Ver, 307. The Slenauch is probably in the mountains of
Benachie, a few miles weft of Inverury.
Wis
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Wis liand intill' hys feknes. :

‘This wer eftre ie Martymas,
Quhen fnaw had halyt all the land. .
‘To the Slenauch thai come ner hand,
Arrayit on thair beft maner,

And then the KiNG’s men that were
War off thair come, thaim apparaylyt
To defend, giff thai thaim affaylyt.
And not forthy thair fayis war
Ay twa for ane that thai war thar.
The Erly’s men ner cummang war,
Trumpand and makand mekill far, .
And maid knychts quhen thai war ner.
And thai, that in the wodds fid wer,
Stud in aray rycht farraly,

And thoucht to byd thar hardyly
The cummyn off thair enymyfs.

Bot thai wald, apon na kyn wyfs,
Ifche till aflaile thaim in fechting,
Till coweryt war the.nobill King.
Botand oythir wald thaim affaillye,
‘Thai wald defend wailye contra wailye.

And quhen the Erl’s cumpany
Sa that thai wroucht fa wifely,

That thai thair firenth fchupe to defend ;

Thair archers furth to them thai fend,

- 130

135

140

145

150

Ver. 138. It is well known that it was ufual to make

knights juft before a battle.

Te
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T'o bykker thaim as men off mayne;

And thai fend archers thaim agayne,

That bekkyryt thaim fa fturdely,

Till thai off the Erle’s party 155
Intill the bataill drywyn war.

‘Thre dayis on this wyfs lay thai thar;

And bekkyryt thaim euirilk day.

Bot thair bowmen the war had ay.

And quhen the KinGs cumpany 160
Saw thair fayis befor thaim ly,

That ilk day wox ma and ma,

And thai war quhene, and ftad mar fa

That thai had nathing for till eyt,

Bot giff thai trawaillit it to get; 165
Tharfor thai tuk cunfale into hy

That thar wald thai na langer ly;

Bot hald thair way quhar thai mycht get

To thaim, and thairs, witallis and mete.

In a littar the KiNG thai lay; 176
And redyt thaim, and held thair way,
That all thair fayis mycht thaim fe.
Ilk man bufkyt hym in hys degre
To fycht giff thai affaillyt war.
In midds thaim the Kyng thai bar, 175
And yeid about hym farraly,
And not full gretly thaim gan hy.

The Erle, and thai that with hym war,
Saw that thai bufkyt thaim to far;
Vor. II. D And
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And faw how, with fa litill effray, 180 -
‘Thai held furth with the King thair way, .
Redy to fycht, quha wald affaile ;

Thair harts begouth all to faile :

And in pefs let thaim pafs thair way;

And till thair houfsis hame went thai. 185

The Erle hys way tuk to Bowchane,
And Schyr Epuvarp the BRuck is gane
Rycht to Strabolghy, with the King.
And fwa lang thar maid foiournyng,
Till he begouth to cowyr, and ga. 190
And fyne thair wayis gan thai ta
Till Innerowrie ftraucht agayne.
For thai wald ly into the playne,
The wynter fefone, for wittaile
Intill the plane mycht thaim to faile. 195

The Erle wyft that thai war thar;
And gadryt a mengye, her and thar;
BRECHYNE, and MowBRAY, and thair men,
All tll the Erle aflemblyt then,
And war a full gret cumpany . 200
Off men arayit jolyly.

Ver. 188. Strathbogy, a country and town on the weft of
Aberdeen-fhire.

Ver. 194, 195. Editions read:
The winter feafon for vittail

Isto the plain they might pet fail,
Till
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T Audd Meldrum thai yeid thair way, ‘
And thar with thair men logyt thai,
i Befor Yhule-ewyn a nycht bot mar,
. A thoufand trow I weile thai war. 205
Thai logyt thaim all thar that nycht.

And on the morn, quhen day was lyche,

The Lord of Brechyne, Schyr Dawy,

Is went towart fnnerowry,

To luk giff he on ony wyfs 219
Mycht do fcaith till hys ennymys.

And till the end of Innerowry

Come ridand fa fcdanly,

‘That off the KiNG’s men he flew

A part, and othyr fum thaim withdrew, -3 {1
And fled thair way towart the KiNG;

That, with the maift off hys gadryng,

On the yond half doun was thaim liand,

And quhen men tauld hym tythand,

How Schyr Dawy had flayne hys men, 220
Hys horfs in hy he afkyt then,

And bad hys men all mak thaim yar
Into gret hy, for he wald far

To bargayne with hys enymyfs.
With that he bufkyt for to ryfs, 225
That was not all weill recoweryt then.

Than faid fum off hys priuy men,

¢ Quhat think ye this gat to far

¢ To fecht, and not yheit recoweryt ar?’

« Yhis,” faid the KNG, « withowtyn weer, 230
¢ Thair boft has maid me hale and fer.
' D2 “ For
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¢« For fuld na medecyne fa fone

« Haiff coweryt me, as thai haiff done,

¢ Tharfor, fa God hymfelff me fe!

& ] fall aythir haiff thaim, or thai me.” 23%

And quhen hys men has hard the King
Set hym fa hale for the fechting,
Off hys coweryng all blyth thai war,
And maid thaim for the bataill yhar.

The nobill KinG, and hys mengye, 249
That mycht weill ner feuen hunder be,
Towart Auld Meldrum tuk thair way,
Quhar the Erle and hys mengy lay.
The difcowrrours faw thaim cummand,
With baners to the wynd wawand ; 245
And yeid to thair lord in hy,
That gert arme hys men hattily,
And thaim arayit for bataill.
Behind thaim fet thai thair poweraill,
And maid gud fembland for to fycht. 250
The KiNG come on with mekill mycht ;
And thai abaid, makand gret fayr,
Till thai ner at aﬂ'emlr,lyng wayr.

Bot quhen thai faw the nobill Kinc
Cum ftoutly on, forowtyn fenyeing, 255

A litill on bridill thai thaim withdrew.

And the King, that rycht weill knew
A That
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That thai war all difcomfyt ner,
Preffyt on thaim with hys baner;
And thai withdrew mar and mar. 260
And quhen the fmall folk thai had thar ‘
Saw thair lords withdraw thaim fwa,
Thai turnyt thair baks all for to ga,
And fled all fcalyt her and thar.
The lords that yheit togeddyr war, . 26g
Saw that thair fmall folk war fleand,
And faw the KingG floutly cummand,
Thai war ilkane abefyt fwa,
That thai the bak gaiff, and to ga.
A litll found famyn held thai, . 270
And fyne ilk man has tanc his way.

Fele neuir man fa foule myfchance,
Eftre fa fturdy cuntenance.
For quhen the KiNG’s cumpany '
Saw that thai fled fa foulyly, 275
Thai chafyt thaim with all thair mayn;
And fum thai tuk, and fum has flayn.
The remanand war fleand ay;
Quha had gud horfs gat beft away.
Till Ingland fied the erle off BowcHQuUHANE,
Schyr InoNg MowsRAY is with hym gane, 281
And war refett with the king,
Bot thai had bath bot {chort lefting ;
For thai deyt fone eftre fyne. ‘
And Schyr Dauip off BRecHYNE 285

D3 Fleq
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Fled till Brechyne, hys awyn caftell ;

And warnyft it baith fayr and weill,

Bot the erle of ATHOLL, DAwyY

Hys fon, that wis in Kyldromy,

Come fyne, and hym affegyt thar. 299
And he that wald hald wer na mar,

Na bargane with the nobill King,

Come fyne hys man with gud treting.

Now ga we to the KinG agayne,
That off hys wiGory wes rycht fayne, 295
And gert hys men bryn all Bouchane
Fra end till end, and fparyt nane ;
And heryit thaim on fic maner,
‘That eftre that weill fyfty yer,
Men menyt the Herfchip off Bowchane, 300
The KiNG than till hys pefs has tane
The north cuntreyis, that humbly
Obeyfyt till hys fenyowry.
Sa that be north the AMenth war nane
Than thai hys men war ilkane, 309
Hys lordfchip wox ay mar and mar.
Towart Angufs fyne gan he far,

Ver. 296. This ravage of Buchan is certainly no gem in
the crown of Bruce's praife; but the manners of the age,
and the defire of firiking falutary tervor into his opponents,
may excufe him; along with the juft enmity he had for the
Cummins, a family too powerful, and who had confpired his
death. The time is now fpring, 1308, Ses Awnals, if: 24,

And
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And thoucht fone to mak all fre
That wes on the northalff the Scotts Se.
The caftell off Forfayr wes then 310

Stuffyt all with Inglis men.

Bot PrivLip the ForASTER off Platans

Has off hys freynds with hym tane,

And with leddrys all priuely

To the caftell he gan hym hy. 313
And up owtour the wall off ftane,

And fwa gat has the caftell tane,

Throw faute off wach, with litill payne.

And fyne all that he fand has flayne :

Syne yauld the caftell to the King, 320
That maid hym rycht gud rewarding.

And fyne gert brek doun the wall,

And fordyd well, and caftell all,

Quhen that the caftell off Forfar,
And all the towrs tumblyt war 325
Downe till the erd, as Ik haiff tauld,
The KiNg, that wycht was wyfs and bauld,
That thoucht that he wald mak all fre
Apon the north halff the Scotts Se,

Ver. 309. The Scots Sea, or Mare Scoticum, is the frith
of Forth. That part of Scotland fouth of Clyde and Forth
was Rot accounted to be in Scotland proper, till a late period,
but only belonging to it. See Enquiry into the Hiffory of
Scotland preceding 1056. London 1789, 3 vols. 8vo.

Ver. 329. But Dundee was fiill held by the Englifh, till
3333, Sec book x. ver. $o1.

D4 Till
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Till Perth is went, with all hys rout, 330
And unbefett the towne about ;

And till it a fege has fet.

Bot quhill it mycht haiff men and mete, -

It mycht not but gret payn be tanc;

For all the wall wis then of ftane, 338
And wycht towrs and hey ftandand.

And that tyme war tharin duelland

MoFrFaT, and als OLYsARD,

Thav twa the toun had all in ward:

And off STRAITHERNE als the Erle wes thar. 340
Bot hys fon, and off hys men, war

Without intill the KiNGs rowt.

Thar was oft bekkyryng ftyth and ftout,

And men flayne apon ilk party.

Bot the gud King, that all wytty 345
Wes in hys deds euirilkane,

Saw the wallis fa ftyth off ftane,

And faw defens that thai gan ma;

And how the toun was hard to ta

With opyn fawt, ftrenth or mycht; 350
‘Tharfor he thocht to wyrk with flycht.

And in all tyme that he thar lay

He fpyit, and flely gert affay,

Quhar the dyke fchaldeft was,

Till at the laft he fand a place 358

Ver. 340. Malis Earl of Strathern, a nobleman of great
Ver. 354, That is, ¢ where the ditch was fhalloweft.®
: That
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That men mycht till thair fchulders wad.

And quhen he that place fundyn had,

He gert hys men bufk ilkane,

Quhen fex wouks off the fege wes gane ;

And turfyt thair harnefs halely, 360
And left the fege all opynly; .

And furth with all his folk gan fayr,

As he wald do tharto na mayr.

And thai, that war within the toun,
Quhen thai to fayr fa faw hym boun, 365
Thai fchowtyt hym, and fkornyn mad :
And he furth on hys wayis rad,
As he ne had will agayne to turn,
Na befid thaim mak mar foiourn.
Bot in aucht days not forthy 370
He gert mak leddrys priuely, -
That mycht fuffice till hys entent;
And in a myrk nycht fyne is went
Towart the town, all priuely;
‘Thai hard na wachys fpek, na cry; 375
For thai war within may fall,
As men that dred not, flepand all.
‘Thai haid na dreid than off the King ;
For thai off hym hard nathing,
All the thre dayis befor, or mar; 380
Tharfor fekyr and traift thai war.

And quhen the KinG thaim hard not fter,
He was blyth on gret maner,
And
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And hys leddrys in hand gan ta,

Enfample till hys men to ma. k-1
Arayit weill in all hys ger,

Schot on the dyke, and with hys fper

Taiftyt, till he it our woud:

Bot till hys throt the watyr ftud.

‘That tyme wis in hys cumpany 390
A knycht off Fraunce, wycht and hardy ;
And quhen he in the watyr fwa
Saw the KinG pafs, and with hym ta
Hys laddyr unabafytly,
He faynyt hym for the ferly. T 395
And faid, « A lord! quhat fall we fay
¢ Off our lords off Fraunce, that thai
« With gud morfells fayris thair pawnch,
« And will bot ete, and drynk, and dawnfe,
% Quhen fic a knycht, and fa worthy, 400
« As this throw hys chewalry, '
¢ Into fic perill has hym fet,
« To wyn a wrechyt hamylett !*’
With
Ver. 403. It is no wonder that, to a French knight, Perth,
one of the chief towns of Scotland, fhould appear ¢ a wretched
¢ hamlet,” Such was the poverty of Scotland, owing to
want of induftry; for induftry can make any country rich ;
and want of it can render any country poor. 'This poverty
continued till the abolition of hereditary jurifdi&ions, 1750,
when liberty and induftry began to diffufe their bleffings
over Scotland.  The flourithing fate of Scotith commerce
under the five Jameses, lately ftarted by ignorant theo-
rifts,
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Nith that word to the dyke he ran,

And our eftre the KinG he wan. 403

And quhen the KiNG’s mengye faw
Thair lord out our, intill a thraw
Thai paffyt the dyk : and, bot mar let,:
Thair leddrys to the wall thai fet;
And to clymb up faft preflyt thai, 410
Bot the gud King, as I hard fay,
‘Was the fecond man that tuk the wall:
And bad thar, till hys mengye all
‘War cummyn up, in full gret hy; '
Yheit thair raifs nothyr noyifs na cry. 41§
Bot fone eftre thai noyifs mad,
That off thaim fyrft perfawing had,
Swa that the cry raifs throw the toune.
Bot he that with hys men wes boune
Till affaill, to the toune is went,
And the maift off hys mengye fent,
All fcalyt throw the town: bot he
Held with hymfelff a gret mengye ;
Sa that he mycht be ay purwayit
To defend, giff he war aflayit. - 428

Bot thai, that he fend throw the toun,
Put to fa gret confufioun
Thair fayis, that in bedds war,
Or fealyt fled her and thar;

rits, is a mere dream, unfupportable by any proof whatever |
Scotland never was in fo flourithing a condition as -

The
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‘That, or the fone raifs, thai had tane 430
Thair fayis, or difcomfyt ilkane.
The wardanys bath tharin war tane :
And MALICE off STRAITHERNE is gane
Till hys fadyr, the erle MALICE,
And with ftrenth tuk hym, and hys, 435
Syne for hys fake the nobill Kinc
Gave hym hys in gouerning.
‘The lave, that ran without the toun,
" Sefyt to thaim into gret fufioun
Men, and armyng, and merchandifs, 440
And othyr gud on {yndry wyfs; '
Quhill thai, that er war pour and bar,
Off that gud rych and mychty war.
Bot thar was few flayne ; for the King
That thaim had gevyn in cummanding 445
On gret payne, that thai fuld flay nane,
‘That bot gret bargane mycht be tane.
‘That thai war kynd to the cuntré
He wyft, and off thaim had pité,

In this maner the toune wis tane. 450
And fyne towrs euirilkane,
And wallis, gert he tumble doun:
He levyt not about that toun

Ver. 439. Fufioun is plenty. Shak{pere ufes foy/on plenty,
for abundant plenty.

Ver. 450. Fordun xii. 18 dates the taking of Perth 8
Jan. 3313-13. Sir D. Dalrymple 1311, Barbour's au-
thority feems beft, who here places it in 3308,

Towr
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Towr ftandand, na ftane na wall,
That he ne haly gert ftroy thaim all. 458
And prifonerys, that thar tuk he,

He fend quhar thai mycht haldyn be.
And till hys pefs tuk all the land :
Wis nane that durft hym thar withftand.

Apon north halff the Scotts Se, 460
All obeyfyt till hys maiefté;
Owtane the LorN, and thai
Off Arghile, that wald with hym ga.
He held hym ay agayne the KinG:
And hatyt hym atour all thing, 465
Bot yete, or all the gamyn ga,
I trow weill that the King fall ta
Wengeance off hys gret cruelté;
And that hym far repent fall he,
That he the KING contraryit ay, 470
May fall, quhen he it mend na may.

The K1nG’s brodyr, quhen the toun
Wes takyn thus, and dongyn doun,
Schyr EpuuARrD that was fa worthy,
Tuk with hym a gret cumpany, 475
And tuk hys gayt till Galleway. '
For with hys men he wald aflay
Giff he mycht recouer that land,
And wyn it fra Inglis menys hand.

Ver, 476, June, 1308,
This
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This Schyr Epuuarp, forfuth Ik hycht, 486
Wes off hys hand a nobill knycht;

And in blythnes fuete and joly s

Bot he was owtrageoufs hardy,

And off fa hey undertaking,

That he had neuir yhet abaylyag 485
Off multitud off men, forthy

He difcumfyt commonly

Mony with quchene: tharfor had he

Owt our hys pers renounie.

And quha wald reherfs all the deid 499
Off hys hey worfchip, and manheid,

Men mycht a mekill romans mak.

- And not forthy, I think to tak

In hand, to fay fum thing off hym:

Bot not tend part hys trawaillyn. 495

This gud knycht, that I fpek of her,
With all the fotk that with hym wer,
Weill fone to Galoway cummyn is.
All that he fand he makyt hys s
And roytyt gretly the land. 500
Bot than in Gallaway war wennand
Schyr INGREHAME UMPHRAWRILL, that wes
Renonyit off {2 hey prowefs,
‘That he off worfchip pafiyt the rout;
Tharfor he gert ay ber about 50§
Apon a fper ane red bonnet,
Into takyn that he wes fet
Iato
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Into the hycht of chewalry ;
And off SAYNT IHONE als Schyr Avaery.
Thir twa the land had in ftering. 510
And quhen thai hard off the cumming
Off Schyr EDUUARD, that fa playnly
Owr raid the land, then in gret hy
Thai aflemblyt all thair mengye.
1 trow twalf hundir thai mycht be. 518
Bot he with fewar folk thaim met
Befid Cre, and fa hard thaim fet,
‘With hard bataill, and ftalwart fycht,
“That he thaim all put to the fiycht:
. And flew twa hundir weill and ma, 520
And the cheyftanys in hy gan ta
Thair way to Bothwell, for to be
Thar refawyt to fawfté.
And Schyr EDUUARD thaim chafiyt faft.
Bot till the caftell, at the laft, 525
Gat Schyr INGRARAME, and Schyr AYymerY;
Bot the beft off thair cumpany
Left ded behind thaim in the place.
And quhen Schyr EpuvARrD faw the chace
Wes failyt, he gert feyfs the prey; 530
And fwa gret catell had away,
That it war wondre for to fe.
Owt of Botbwell thai faw how he

Ver. s09. His name was John de 5t. John, not Aymer
de St. John. Aanals, ii. 25,

Ver. s17. Fordun fays near the river Dee, xii, 17. This
»ftion happened 29 Junc 1308,

Gert
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Gert hys men dryve with hym the prey;
Bot na let fet tharin mycht thai.

Throw hys chewalyoufs chewalry .
Gallrway wes ftonayit gretummly ;
And he dowtit for hys bounté.
Sum off the men off that cuntré
Come till hys pefs, and maid hym aith.
Bot Schyr AymyRy that had the fkaith
Off the bargane, I tawld off er,
Raid till Ingland to purches ther
Off armyt men gret cumpany,
To wenge hym off the welany
That Schyr EpuuARD, that nobill knycht,
Hym did by Cre into the fycht.

Off gud men he affemblyt thar
Weill fyften hundir men, and mar,
That was off rycht gud renounné.

Hys way with all that folk tuk he ;
And in the land, all priuely,

Entryt with that chewalry;

Thynkand Schyr EbuvuArD to furpryfs
Giff that he moucht on ony wyfs;

For he thocht he wald hym affaill,

Or that he left in playne bataill.

Now may ye her off gret ferly,
And off rycht hey chewalry.

535

540

545

550

555

For
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For Schyr Epuuarp into the land 560
‘Wes with hys mengye, rycht ner hand,

And in the mornyng rycht arly

Herd the cuntré men mak cry;

And had wittryng off thair cummyng.

‘Than bufkyt he hym, but delaying, 56%
And lap on horfs deliuerly.

He had then in route fyfty,

All apon gud horfs armyt weill.

Hys fmall folk gert he ilk deill

‘Withdraw thaim till a ftrait tharby: 570
And he raid forth with hys fyfty.

A knycht, that then wis in hys rowt,
Worthy and wycht, ftalwart and ftout,
Curtaifs, and fayr, and off gud fame,
Schyr ALLANE off CATKERT by name, 575
Tauld me this taile, as I fall tell.
Gryt myft into the mornyng fell,
Sa thai mycht not fe thaim by,
For myft, a bow-draucht fullyly.
Sa hapnyt it that thai fand the traifs, 580
Qubar at the rowte furth paffyt waifs
Of thair fayis, that forouth raid.
Schyr EDuuARD, that gret yarnyng had
| All tymes to do chewalry,
With all hys rowte in full gret hy, 585
Folowyt the traifs quhar gan war thai
And, befor myd-morn off the day
Vor, II, E The
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The myft woux cler all fedanly.
And than he, and hys cumpany,
‘Woar not a bow-draucht fra the rout: 590
‘Than fchot thai on thaim with a fchout.
For giff thai fled, thai wyft that thai
Suld not weill feyrd part get away.
Tharfor in awentur to dey
He wald hym put, or he wald fley. 595
And quhen the Inglis cumpany
Saw on thaim cum fa fedanly
Sik folk, forowtyn abayfing,
Thai war ftonayit. for effrayng,.
And the tothyr, bot mar abaid, 600
Swa hardely amang thaim raid,
That fele off thaim till erd thai bar,
Stonayt fa gretly than thai war,
Throw the force off that fyrft affay,
That thai war intill gret affray ; 6os
And wend befor thai had ben ma,
For that thai war affaillyit fwa.
Quhen thai had thyrlyt thaim haftely,
Then Schyr EDUUVARD’s cumpany
Set ftoutly in the heid agayne. 610
And at that courfs borne doun, and flayne,
War off thair fayis a gret party;
"That thai effrayit war fa gretly,
T'hat thai war fcalyt gretly then,
And quhen Schyr EDUUARD, and hys men, 615
Saw thaim intill fa ewill aray,
The thrid tyme on thaim prykyt thai,
And
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And thai that faw thaim fa ftoutly

Come on, dred thaim fa gretummly,

That all the rowte, baith les and mar, * 620
Fled prykand, fcalyt her and thar.

‘Was nane amang thaim fa hardy

To bid; bot all comonaly

Fled to warand, and he gan chafs

That willfull to deftroy thaim was. 625
And fum he tuk, and fum war flayn.

Bot Schyr AMERY, with mekill payn,

Efchapyt; and hys gate is gayn.

Hys men difcomfyt wer ilkane ;

Sum tane, fum flayn, fum gat away. 630
It wes a rycht fayr point perfay.

Lo how hardyment tane fa fedanly,
And drewyn to the end fcharply,
May ger oftfyfs unluky things
Cum to rycht fayr and gud endings. 635
As it fell into this cafs her,
For hardyment withowtyn wer
Wan fyften hundir with fyfty:
Qubhar ay for ane thar was twenty ;
And twa men ar a mannys her. 640
Bot ure thaim led on fwilk maner,
That thai difcomfyt war ilkane.
Schyr AMERY hame hys gate is gane,
Rycht blyth that he fwa gat away,
I trow he fall not mony day 645

E 2 Haiff
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Haiff will to werray that countré:
With this Schyr EDuvARD tharin be 3
And duell furth into the land,

Thaim that rebell war werryand,

And in a yer fa werrayit he; 650
That he wane qwyt that cuntré
“Till hys brodyrs pefs, the King,
Bot that wis nocht bot hard fechting.
For in that tyme thar hym befell
Mony fayr poynt, as Ik hard tell, 655
‘The quhilk that ar not wryttyn her.
Bot I wate weill that, in that yer,
Threten caftells with ftrenth he wan,
And ourcame many a2 mody man :
Qubha fa off hym the fouth will reid, 660
Had he had mefure in hys deid,
I trow that worthyar then he
-Mycht not in hys tyme fundyn be.
‘Axceptyn hys brodyr entrely,
To qubam into chewalry 665
" Lyk wis nane, in hys day:
For he led hym with mefur ay,
And wyt with hys chewalry,
He gouernyt fa-worthily
That he oft full unlikely thing 670
Brocht rycht weill to gud ending.

. Inall this tyme James off DowcLas
. In.the Foref? trawailland was ;

Yer. 67:. Summer 1308,
And
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And it, throw hardiment and flycht,

Occupyit all, maugre the mycht 675
OfF hys fell fayis, the quhyr thai

Set hym oft in full hard affay.

Bot oft throw wyt, and throw bounté,
Hys purpofs to gud end broucht he. :
Intill that tyme hym fell throw cafs 680
On ane nycht, as he trawailland was,

And thocht till haiff refting

In ane houfs on the watyr off Lyne,

And as he come with hys mengye

Ner hand the houfs, fa lyfnyt he, 682
And hard ane fay tharin, ¢ the dewill !”?
And be that he perfawyt weill

That thai war ftrang men, that thar
That nycht tharin herberyt war.

And as he thocht it fell per cafs:

For off Bonkle the Lord thar was,
ALESANDYR STEWART hat he;

With othyr twa off gret bounté,
THoMmAs RANDALL off gret renoune ;
And Apawm alfua off Gorpoun. :

695

695

Ver. €83. In Tweedale : it paflfes near Kirkurd, and falls
into the Tweed above Peebles.

Ver. 686. Swearing was {o uncommon in the country at

that time, that Douglas judged a man at arms alone could
ufe it,

Ver. 694. Thomas Randel the king's nephew, foon after
this, Earl of Moray.

E3 : Thzt
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That thar come with gret cumpany,
And thocht into the Foref? to ly,

And occupy it, throw thair mycht ;
And with trawaill, and ftalwart fycht,
Chafe DowgLAs owt off the cuntré.
Bot othyrwyfs then yeid the gle.

For quhen JaMmEs had wittring
That ftrange men had tane herbering
In the place, that he fchuip hym to ly,
He to the houfs went hattily,

And unbefet it all about.

Quhen thai within hard fwilk a rout
About the houfs, thai raifs in hy,

And tuk thair ger rycht hattily,

And fchot furth, fra thai harnafyt war.

Thair fayis thaim met with wapnys bar,

And affailyt rycht hardily,

And thai defendyt douchtely

With all thair mycht; till at the laft
Thair fayis preflyt thaim fa faft,
That thair folk failyt thaim ilkane.
THoMAs RANDELL thar wes tane ;
And ALYSANDER STEWART alfua,
Woundyt in a place or twa;

Apam off GorpOUN fra the fycht,
Quhat throw hys ftrenth and mycht,
Efchapyt; and fer off thair men,
Bot thai that war areftyt then,

700

705

710

715

720
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War off thair takyng wondre wa.
Bot neidlings behowit it be fwa.

That nycht the. gud Lord off DowaLas

Maid to Schyr ALEXANDIR, that was
Hys ennemys fone, rycht glaidfum cher:
Swa did he als withowtyn wer

Till THomAs RANDELL, for that he
Woes to the KiING in ner degre

Off blud, for hys fyftre hym bar,

And on the morn forowtyn mar
Towart the nobill King he raid,

And with hym bath the twa he had,

The KING off hys prefent wis blyth ;
And thankyt hym weill fele fyth.
And till hys nevo gan he fay,
¢ Thou haft ane quhill renyid thy fay:
% Bot yow reconfalit now mon be.”
Then till the KinG anfueryt he,
And faid, ¢ Ye chafty me; bot ye
¢ Aucht bettre chafnyt for to be ;
¢ For fen ye werrayit the king
¢ Off Ingland in playne fechting,
¢ Ye fuld prefs to derenyhe your rycht,
¢ And not with cowardy, na with flycht,’
The Kine faid, “ Yheit fall it may
« Cum, or oucht lang, to fik affay.
« Bot fen yow fpekys fa rudly,
« It is gret fkill men chafty
E 4
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¢ Thy proud words, till that yow knaw
¢¢ ‘The rycht, and bow it as yow aw.”
The KinG, forowtyn mar delaying,
Send hym to be in ferme keping ;
Quhar that he allane fuld be,

Not all apon hys powfté fre.

THE END OF BUKZE IX.
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ARGUMENT.

The Kyng, at the mountain of Crethinben, defetes the
men of Lorn—taks Dunflafnage—~ALEXANDER
Lord of ARGYLE fubmits, bot his fon JoHN of
LorN flees awa be fe.—WiLL1am Bunwoc,
a farmer, taks Linlithgow fort, for the King, be

Sfiratageme.—~RANDEL is maid Erle of MUREF
—and befiegis Edinburgh caffel. —DouGL as taks
Roxburgh caftel.—~RANDEL taks Edinburgh caf-
tel.—Schir EDW ARD BRUCE taks Ruthglen fort,
and Dundee—but gies terms to Striviliny qubilk
draw the King of England to quell Scotland.
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QUHEN THomAs RANDELL, on this wyfs,
es takyn, as 1k her dewyfs,

And fend to duell in gud keping,

For fpek that he fpak to the KinG;

The gud KiNG, that thocht on the fkaith, 5
The difpyt and felny bath,

That InoN of LorNE had to hym done,

Hys oft aflemblyt he then fone;

And towart Lorn he tuk the way,

With hys men intill gud aray. 10
Bot IHONE off LorNE off hys cummyng,

Lang or he come, had wittring.

And men on ilk fid gadryt he,

I trow twa thoufand thar mycht be:

And fend thaim for to ftop the way, 15
Quhar the gud KinG behowyt to gay;

And that wes in an ewill plafs,

That fa ftrayt and fa narow was,

Ver. 10. Augult 1308, See fome latin rimes on this fub-
& in Fordun, xii. 18.
That
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That twafum famyn mycht not rid

In fum place off the hills fid. 20
The nethyr halff wes parallous ;

For a fchor crag, hey and hidwoufs,

Raucht to the fe, doun fra the pafs.

On ayther halff the montane was

Swa combroufs hey, and ftay, 2§
That it wes hard to pafs that way.

Crethinben hight that montane.

1 trow nocht that, in all Bretane,

Ane heyar hill may fundyn be.

Thar THoN of LorN gert hys menye 30
Enbufchyt, be abowyn the way,

For, giff the KING held tharaway,

He thocht he fuld fone wencuflyt be,

And hymfelff held hym apon the fe,

Weill ner the pafs with hys galayis. 35
Bot the KiNg, that in all affayis

Wes fundyn wyfs and awifé,

Perfawyt rycht weill thair futelté ;

And that he neid that gait fuld ga,

Hys men depertyt he in twa; 40

Ver. 27. Is this Cruthin-ben, between Lochs Etive and
Awe, in the dire&t way from the eaft to Dunftafnage ?

Ver. 35. The chiefs of Argyle, Lorn, and the Iles, being
of Norwegian extrat, had kept up the navy introduced by
the Norwegians. Tho® the kings of Norway, Denmark, and
Sweden, had all their fleets, it cannot be difcovered that the
kings of Scotland ever had any.

And
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And till the gud Lord of DowagLaAs,

Quham in herbryd all worfchip was,

He taucht the archerys cuirilkane.

And this gud Lord with hym has tane .
Schyr ALYsANDER FrAsER the wycht; 45
And Wyrryam WYSEMAN, 2 gud knycht ;
And with thaim fyne Schyr ANprow GrAy;
Thir with thair mengye held thair way,

And clamb the hill deliuerly.

And, or thai off the tothyr party - 50
Perfawyt thaim, thai had ilkane

‘The hycht abowyne thair fayis tane.

The K1No and hys men held thair way
And quhen intill the pafs war thai
Entryt, the folk of Lorne in hy 11
Apon the K1NG rayfyt the cry. ’
And ichot, and tumblyt on hym ftanys,
Rycht gret and hewy for the nanys.

-Bot thai fcaith not gretly the King. :
For he had thar in hys leding 6o
Men, that lycht and deliuer war,

And lycht armours had on thaim thar;

Swa that thai ftoutly clamb the hill;

And lettyt thair fayis to fulfill

The maift pairt off thair felny. 63
And als, apon the tothyr party,

Come James off DowcLas, and hys rout,

And fchot apon thaim wlth a fchout,

And
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And woundyt thaim with arows faft ;

And with thair fuerdys, at the laft, 70
Thai rufchyt amang thaim dardely.

For thai off Lorne, full manlely,

Gret and a pert defens gan ma.

Bot quhen thai faw that thai war fwa

Aflailyt apon twa partyfs ; 75
And faw weill that thair ennymyfs

Had all the fayrer off the fycht;

In full gret hy thai tuk thair flycht.

And thai a feloune chafs gan ma;
And flew all that thai mycht ourta. 80
And thai that mycht efchap, but delay,
Rycht till ane watyr held thair way,
‘That ran doun be the hillys fyd.
It was fa ftyth, and depe, and wyd,
That men in na place mycht it pafs, 85
Bot at ane brig that beneuth thaim was.
To that brig held thai ftraucht thair way,
And to brek it faft gan affay.
Bot thei that chaflyt, quhen thai faw
Mak thar a reft, bot drede or aw, 90
Thai rufchyt apon thaim hardely,
And difcomfyt thaim uterly.
And held the brig haill quhill the Kivg,
With all the folk off hys leding,

Ver. 73. That is ¢ began to make a great and brifk de-
¢ fence,’
Paflyt
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Paffyt the brig all at thair efe. 95
To InoNe off Lorn it fuld difplefe,
1 trow, quhen he hys men mycht fe,
Owte off hys fchyppys fra the fe,
Be flayn and chaflyt in the hill,
T hat he mycht fet na help thartill. 100
Bot it angrys als gretumly,
To gud harts that ar worthy,
T o fe thair fayis fulfill thair will,
As to thaimfelff to thole the ill.

At fik myfcheyff war thai off Lorn. 10§
For fele the lyvys thar has lorne;
And othyr fum war fled thair way.
The KING in hy gert fefe the pray
Of all the land: quhar men mycht fe
Sa gret habundance cum off fe, 110
‘That it war wondre to behawld.
The KING, that ftoute wes, ftark, and bauld,
Till Dunflaffynch rycht fturdely
A fege fet; and befyly
Aflailyt the caftell it to get. 115
And, in fchort tyme, he has thaim fet
In fwilk thrang, that tharin war than,
‘That magre thaimis he it wan.
And ane gud wardane tharin fet,
And betaucht hym bath men, and met, 120

. Ver. 113. Dunftafnage on the weftern fhore of Lorn, a
ftrong caftle, and the refidence of the chief, See a defcription
aond view of it in Mr. Pennant’s Tour,,

Swa
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Swa that he lang tyme thar mycht be,
Magre thaim all off that countré,

Schyr ALYSANDER off ARGHILE, that faw
‘The KiNG deftroy up clene and law
Hys land ; fend treyters to the King ; 125
And come hys man bot mar duelling,
And he refawyt hym till hys pefs.
Bot InoNE off Lor NE hys fon, that wes
Rebelland, as he wes wont to be,
And fled with fchippys on the fe. 130

Bot thai, that left apon the land,
War to the KinG all obeyfand ;
And he thair hoftage all has tane ;
And towart Perth agayne is gane,
To play hym thar into the playne, 135
Yeyt Lothyane wes hym agayne.
And at Lythéow was than a pele,

Mekill, and ftark, and ftuffyt wele
With

Ver. 115. Treyters are ¢ meflengers to freat.’

Ver. 137. The Annalift of Scotland dates the taking of
Linlithgow fort in 1315, There is therefore a vacancy of
two years in this part of the poem, from 1308 to 2311. A
peace between England and Scotland was negociating in 1308,
1309, by the mediation of France. Nor was any thing war-
like performed till 1310, for the brief fiege of Rutherglen ie
very dubiouss (Aunnals, ii. 30). But in 1310 Edward IT.
made a fruitiefs and inglorious expedition as far as Renfrews
and a famine then raged in Scotland, In 1311 Bruce re.

. famed
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With Inglifmen; and was refett
To thaim that, with armurs or met, 140

¥ra Edynburgh wald to Strewelyn ga.

And fra Strewelyng agayne alfua

Intill the cuntré did gret ill.

Now may ye her, giff that ye will,

Entremellys, and juperdyfs, 145
That men affayit mony wyfs,

Catftells and peylis for to ta.

And this Lithqubow wes ane off tha:

And I fall tell yow quhow it wes tane."

In the cuntré thar wenyt ane 150
That hufband was, and with hys fe

Offifyfs hay to the peile led he.

‘WiLyAME BunNoOCK to name he had.

He faw fa hard the cuntré ftad,

Throw the gret force that it wes then 155
Gouernyt, and led with Inglis men ;

Thai trawaillyt men outour mefure. -
He wes a ftout carle and a fture s

And off hymfelff dour, and hardy;

And had freynds wonnand hym by. 160
And fchawyt to fum hys priueté;

And apon hys conwyne gat he

Men that mycht ane enbufchement ma,
‘Quhill that he with hys wayn fuld ga

fumed his operations. We may tegret that Barbour has
emitted two great incidents, the expedition of Edward IL
and the famine.

Ver. 351. A bupand is a farmer, willicns.
Vou. IL F Te
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To lede thaim hay into the pele.
Bot hys wayne fuld be ftuffyt wele:
For aucht men, in the body

OfF hys wayne, fuld fit priuely,

And with hay helyt be about.

And hymfelff, that wes dour and ftout,
Suld by the wayne gang ydilly ;

And ane yuman, wycht and hardy,
Befor fuld dryve the wayne; and ber
Ane hachat, that war fcharp to fcher,
Undre hys belt: and quhen the yat
Woar opynnyt; and thai war tharat, *
And he hard hym cry fturdely

« Callall! Callall!” than haftely
He fuld ftryk ‘with the ax in twa

The foyme ; and than in hy fuld tha,
That war within the wayne, cum out,
And mak debat, quhill that thair rout
That fuld ner by enbufchyt be,

Cum for to manteyne the mellé,

‘This wes intill the herwyft tyd,
Quhen felds, that ar fayr and wyd,
Chargyt with corne all fully war;
For fyndry cornys that thai bar
Wox ryp to wyn, to mannys fud :
‘That the treys all chargyt ftud
With fer fruts, on fyndry wyfs.

“In this fuete tyme, that I dewyfs,

Ver. 180, Sgpme, 3 rope ufed in drawing carrisges.
. Thai
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Thai off the pele had wonnyn hay,

And with this BunNok fpokyn had thai,

‘To lede thair hay, for he wes ner; 198
And he affentyt but daunger.

And faid that, in the mornyng

Weill fone, a fothyr he fuld bryng,

Fayrar, and grefar, and weill mor,

Than he broucht ony that yer befor. 200
And held thaim cunnand fekyrly.

For that nycht warnyt he priuely

Thaim that in the wayne fuld ga,

And that in the bufchment fuld be alfua.

And thai fa graithly {ped thaim thar, 20§
That or day thai enbufchyt war,
Weill ner the pele; quhar thai mycht hes
The cry, als fone as ony wer.
And held thaim fua ftill, but ftering,
That nane off thaim had perfawing. 210

And this BunNok faft gan hym payne
To drefs hys menye in hys wayne;
And all, a quhile befor the day,
. He had thaim helyt weile with bay.
And made hym to yok hys fe, 21§
Till men the fun {chynand mycht fe.
And fum that war within the pels
‘War ifchyt on thair awne unfele,
To wyn the harwyft ner tharby.
Than BonNok with the cumpany, 220

Fa That
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That in hys wayne clofyt he had,
Went on hys way, but mar debaid,
And callyt hys men towart the pele.
And the portar, that faw hym wele
Cum ner the yat, it opnyt fone.
And than Bonwok, forowtyn hone,
Gert call the wayne deliuerly.

And quhen it wes fet ewynly
Betwix the cheks off the yat,

Swa that men mycht it fpar na gat,

22§

230

He cryt, « Theyff! Call all! Callall!”

And he than lete the gad wand fall;
And hewyt in twa the foyme in hy.
Bonnok with that deliuerly

Roucht till the portar fic a rout,
That blud and harnys bath come out.
And thai, that war within the wayne,
Lap out belyff; and fone has flagne
Men off the caftell, that war by.
‘Than in a quhile begouth to cry;
And thai that ner enbufchyt war
Lap out, and come with fuerds bar,
And tuk the caftell all but payn:
And has thaim that tharin was flayn.
‘And thai that war went furth beforn,
Quben thai the caftell faw forlorn,
‘Thai fled to warand to and fra;

And fum till Edinburgh gan ga}
And till Strewilline ar othyr gane ;
And fum intill the glt war ﬂlyne

PRETESY
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Bunn~ok on this wyfs, with hys wayne,
The pele tuk, and the men has flayne,
Syne taucht it till the K1ng in by,

That hym rewardyt worthely ;

And gert dryve it doun to the ground,
And {yne our all the land gan found,
Settand in pefs all the cuntré,

That at hys obeyfance wald be,

And quhen a litill tyme wes went,
Eftre THoMAs RANDALL he fent;
And fa weill with hym tretyt he,
That he hys man hecht for to be.
And the KinNG hys ire hym forgave :
And for to hey hys ftate hym gave
Mourreff; and Erle tharoff hym maid.
And othyr fyndry lands braid
He gave hym intill heretage.

He knew hys worthy waflclage,

And hys gret wycht, and hys awyfs,
Hys traift hart, and hys lele feruice,
Tharfor in hym affayit he,

And ryche maid hym off lands and fe,
As it wer certs rycht worthy,

And off fa fowerane gret bounté,
‘That mekill off hym may fpokyn be,

Ver. 356, To foundis to go, to travel.

255

26oA
265

270_.

275}

Ver. 266. The charter, which is curious, is publifhed by
Home, Lord Kaims, in his Effays on Britith Antiquitics, and

ip Shaw's Hiftory of Moray. It has no date,
F3

An
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And for I think off hym to redé,
And to fchaw part off hys gud dede,

- I will difcryve now hys faffoun,

And part off hys conditioun. _

He was off mefurabill ftatur, 280
And weile porturat at mefur ;

With braid wefage, plefand and fayr,

Curtaifs at poynt, and debonayr ;

And off rycht fekyr contenyng ; -

Lawté he lowyt atour all thing, 285
Falfet, trefoun, and felony,

He ftud agayne ay entrely.

He heyit honour ay, and larges,

And 2y mantenyt rychtwyfnes.

In cumpany folacious 290
He was; and tharwith amorous,

And gud knychts he luffyt ay.

And, giff I the futh fall fay,

He was fulfilyt off bounté,

Als off wertuys all maid was he. 295
I will commend hym her na mar:

Bot ye fall her wele forthyrmar,

That he, for hys deds worthy,

Suld weill be pryfyt fouerandly.

Quhen the K1xG thus was with hym fauche,
And gret lordfchippis had hym betaucht, 301
He woux fa wyfs, and fa awilé,

That hys land fyrft weill ftablyft he.
And
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And fyne he fped hym to the wer,
To help hys eyme in hys myfter. 305

And with the affent off the King,

Bot with a fymple aparaling,

Till Edinburgh he went in hy,

With gud men intill cumpany,

And fet a fege to the caftell; 310
That than was warayft wondre weill

With men and wi&allis, at all rycht,

Sa that it dred na mannys fycht.

Bot this gud Erle not forthy
The fege tuk full apertly. 315
And preflyt the folk that tharin was ’
Swa, that not ane the yet durft pafs.
Thai may abid tharin, and ete
Thair wictaill, quhile thai oucht may get;
Bot I trow thai fall lettyt be 320
To purchefs mar in the cuntré.
That tyme Epvuarb of Ingland king
Had gewyn that caftell in keping
Till Schyr PERys LoMBERT of Gafcone,
And quhen thai off hys garyfone 32§
Saw the fege fet thar fa ftythly,
Thai myftrow hym off tratoury,
For that he fpokyn had with the King.
And for that ilk miftrowing

Ver. 308. 1312,

Ver. 324. Leland, Colle&. ii. 546, calls him Piers Leland,
perhaps from nominal affetion.

F s Thai
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Thai tuk hym, and put hym in prefoun, 330
And off thair awyn natioun

Thai maid a conftabill, thaim to lede,

Bath wyfs, and war, and wycht of dede.

And he fet wyt, and ftrenth, and flycht,

To kepe the caftell at hys mycht. 335

Bot now off thaim I will be ftill ;
And fpek a litill quhill T will
OfF the douchty lord off DowaLas,
At that tyme in the Foreft was.
Quhar he mony a juperty, 340
And fayr poynts off chewalry,
Serwyt as weill be nycht as day,
Till thaim that in hys caftells lay,
Till Roxburch and Fedwort ; bot 1
Will lat fele off thaim pafs for by; 34§
For I can noucht reherfs thaim all.
And thoucht I couth, weill trow ye fall,
That I mycht not fuffyce tharto,
Thar fuld fa mekill be ado.
Bot thai, that I wate wyttrely, 350
Eftre my wytt reherfs will I,

This tyme that the gud Erle THoMAS
Affegyt, as the lettre fayis, '

Ver. 339. 1312,

Ver. 353. ¢ As the lettre {ays,” only implies, as in this
book has been faid before,

Edinburgh,
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Edinburgh, JaAMES off DowoLas
Set all hys wyt for to purchas 355
How Roxburch, throw futelté
Or ony craft, mycht wonnyn be.
Till he gert Syme off the LeipHouss,
A crafty man and a curioufs,
Off hempyn rapis leddres ma, 360
With irne fteppis bundyn fwa,
That brek wald not on na kyn wifs.
A cruk thai maid at thair deuifs
OffF irne, that wes ftyth and fquar,
That fra it in ane kyrneill war,
And the leddre tharfra ftraitly
Strekyt, it fuld ftand fekyrly.
This gud Lord off DowgLas, alfone
As this deuifit wes and done,
Gadryt gud men in priueté, 370
Thre fcor, I trow, thai mycht be.
And on the Faftryngs-ewyn rycht,
In the beginning off the nycht, ’
To the caftell thai tuk thair way.
With blak frogs helyt war thai,
The armours that thai on thaim had,
‘Thai come ner by thair, but abad,

365

373

Ver. 365. A kernil is one of the low interftices of wall on
the battlements,

Ver. 373. Faftrens-even is the eve of Lent. 6 March
¥313. '

Ver. 375, A frog, now fpelt frock, is an upper-coat.
And
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And fend haly thair horfs tharfra.

And thai on rawnge, in an route gan ga

On hands and fete, quhen thai war ner, 380
Rycht as thai ky or oxin wer,

That war wont to be bondyn left tharout ;

It was rycht myrk withoutyn dout.

The quheyn ane, on the wall that lay, .
Befid hym till hys fere gan fay, 385
¢ This man thinks to mak gud cher,”

(And nemyt ane hufband tharby ner)

¢ That has left all hys oxin owt.”

The tothyr faid, ¢ It is na dout

¢ He fall mak mery to nycht, thocht thai 390
¢ Be with the DowGLAs led away.’

Thai wend the DowGLAs and hys men

Had bene o:Eyn ; for thai yeid then

On hands and fete, ay ane and ane,

The DowGLAs rycht gud tent has tane 395
To thair fpek : bot alfone thai

Held carpand inwart thair way.

DowgGLAs’ men tharoff war blyth.
And to the wall thai fped thaim fwyth:
And fone has up thair leddres fet, 400
That maid a clap quhen thai cruchet
Wes fixit faft in the kyrneiil.
That herd ane off the wachis weill ;
And bufkyt thyddirwart, but baid.
Bot LEDDEHOUSE, that the leddre maid, 405
: Sped
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Sped hym to clymb fyrft to the wall :
Bot or he wes up gottyn all,
He at that ward had in keping,
Met hym rycht at the upcumming.
And for he thoucht to ding hym doun,
He maid na noyis, na cry, na foun,
Bot fchot to hym deliuerly.
And he that was in jupperty
To de, a launce he till hym maid,
And gat hym be the nek but baid ;
And ftekyt hym upwart with a knyff
Quhill in hys hand he left the lyff.
And quhen he ded {fwa faw hym ly,
Upon the wall he went in hy,
And doun the body keft thaim till
And faid, « All gangs as we will.
¢ Spede yow upwarts deliuerly.”
And thai did fwa, in full gret hy.
Bot, or thai wan up, thar come ane,
And faw LEpHoUSss {ftand hym allane,
And knew he was not off thair men,
In hy he rufchyt till hym then;
And hym affaylit fturdely,
Bot he flew hym deliuerly;
For he wes armyt, and wes wycht;
The tothyr nakit wes, Ik hycht,
And had noucht for to ftynt the ftrak.
Sic mellé thairup gan he mak,
Quhill DowaLas, and hys mengye all,
War cummyn up apon the wall.

75
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435
‘Then
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Then in the tour thai went in hy:
The folk wes that tyme halyly
Intill the hall, at thair daunfing,
Synging, and other wayis playing ;
As apon Faftyryngs-ewyn is 440
The cuftume to mak joy and blyfs,
Till folk that ar into poufté ;
Swa trowyt thai that tyme to be.

" Bot, or thai wyft, rycht in the hall
DowagLAs, and hys route, cummyn war all. 443
And cryt on hycht, Dowgras! DowgLas!
And thai, that ma war than he was,
Hard Doucras! cryt hydwyfsly;
Thai war abayfit for the cry;
And fchuip rycht na defens to ma. . 450
And thai but pité gan thaim {la,
Till thai had gottyn the ourhand.
‘The tothyr fled to fek warand.
That out off mefur ded gan dreid.
The wardane faw how that it yeid 458
That callyt was Giumy~N pE Fynys;
In the gret toure he gottyn is,
And othyrs off hys cumpany,
And fparryt the entré haftely,
The lave, that lewyt war without, 460
War tane, or flayn, thar is na dout,

Yer. 456, Gillemin de Fieunes, Annals, ii, 37.
Bot
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Bot giff that any lap the wall.

The DowoLas that nycht held the hall,
Allthoch hys fayis tharoff wer wa.

Hys men was gangand to and fra, 46§
Throw out the caftell all that nycht,

Till on the morne, that day wes lycht,

The wardane, that wis in the tour,

That was a man off gret walour,

GiLmyN THE Fynvys, quhen he faw 470
The caftell tint, be cleue and law,

He fet hys mycht for to defend

The tour ; but thai without hym fend

Arowyis in fa gret quantité, )
That anoyit tharoff wes he. 475

Bot till the tothyr day not forthy
He held the tour full fturdely.
And then at ane affalt he was
Woundyt fa felly in the face,
That he wes dredand off hys lyff’; 430
Tharfor he tretyt thar beliff ;
And yauld the tour on fic maner,
“That he, and all that with hym wer,
Suld faufly pafs in Ingland.
DowcLas held thaim gud conand, 485
And cowoid thaim to thair cuntré.
Bot thar full fchort tyme levyt he:
For throw the wound intill the face,
He deyt fone, and beryit was.

Dowcras
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DowgLAs the caftell fefyt all, 4
That than was clofyt with ftalwart wall ;
And fend this LEIpHOUSS till the King,
That maid hym full gud rewarding.
And hys brothyr in full gret hy,
Schyr EDUUARD, that wes fa douchty, 4
He fend thyddyr to tumble it doun,
Bath tour, and caftell, and dungeoun.
And he come with gret cumpany,
And gert trawaill fa befyly,
That tour and wall, rycht to the ground,
War tumblyt in a litill found.
And duelt thar quhill all Tewidale
Come to the KINGs pefs, all haile,
Owtane Fedwort, and othyr that ner
The Inglifmennys bounds wer.

Lo

Quhen Roxburch wonyn was on this wyfs,
The Erle THoMmAs, that hey emprifs
Set ay on fouerane hey bounté,
At Edynburgh with hys mengye
Was liand at a fege, as I [
‘Tauld you befor all opynly.
Bot fra he hard how Roxburch was
Tane with a trayne, all hys purchas,
And wyt, and befynes, Ik hycht,
He fet for to purches fum flycht, 5
How he mycht helg hym, throw body
Mellyt with hey chewalry,
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To wyn the wall off the caftell o

Throw fum kyn flycht. For he wyft weill

That na ftrenth mycht it plainly get, §20
Quhill thai within had men and met.

Tharfor priuely fperyt he
Giff ony man mycht fundyn be,
That couth fynd any juperty
To clymb the wallis priuely: §25
And he fuld have hys waryfoun.
For it wes hys ententioun
To put hym till all awentur,
Or that a fege on hym mysfur.

Than wes thar ane WiLyAME FraNcuss, §30
Wycht, and apert, wyls, and curyufs,
That intill hys youthheid had bene
In the caftell; quhen he has fene
The Erle fua enkerly hym fet
Sum futelté, or wile, to get, 535
Quhar throw the caftell have mycht he,
He come to hym in priueté;
And faid, « Methink ye wald blythly
% That men fand yow fum juparty,
“ How ye mycht our the wallis wyn: 540
« And certs giff ye will begyn
“ For till aflay on fic awyfs,
“ Ik undirtak, for my feruice,
“To ken yow to clymb to the wall ;
“ And I fall formaft be off all ; . 548

« Quhar
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« Quhar with a fchort leddre may we;
« I trow off twelf fute it may be,
« Clym to the wall up all quytly.
« And giff that ye will wyt how [
« Wate this, I fall yow blythly fay. 550
« Quhen I was young this hendre day,
« My fadyr wes keper off yone houfs,
« And I wes fum deill walgeoufs,
% And lovyt a wench her in the toun.
« And for I, bot fufpicioun, 555
« Mycht repayr till hyr priuely, :
« Off rapys a leddre to me mad I:
« And tharwith our the wall I flaid.
<« A ftrayt roid, that I fperyt had,
¢ Intill the crage, fyne doun I went; s>
“« And offtfyfs come till myn intent.
« And quhen it ner drew to the day,
« I held agayne that ilk way:
« And ay come in but perfawing.
« Ik ufyt lang that trawailling ; 565
¢ Sa that I can that roid ga rycht,
« Thoucht men fe newyr fa myrk the nycht;
« And giff ye think ye will affay
« To pafs up eftre me that way;
« Up to the wall I fall yow bring, §70
“ Giff God us fawys fra perfawing
¢ Off thaim, that wachys on the wall.
« And giff that us fwa fayr may fall,
« That we owr leddres up may fet,
% Giff 2 man on the wall may get, B 74 1
' “ He
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« He fall defend, and it be ned,
« Quhill the remanand up thaim fped,”

The Erle wes blyth off hys carping,
And hycht hym fayr rewarding ;
And undretuk that gat to ga. 580
And bad hym fone hys leddre ma,
And hald hym priué quhill thai mycht
Set for thair purpofe on a nycht,

Sone eftre was the leddre maid
And then the Erle, but mar abaid, 583
Puruayt hym a nycht preuély,
With threty men, wycht and hardy ;
And in a myrk nycht held thair way

That put thaim ill full‘hard affay ;

And to gret perill fekyrly. 590
I trow, mycht thai haiff fene clerly,

‘That gat had not bene undretane,

Thouch thai to let thaim had not ane.

For the crag wes hey, and hidwoufs,

And the clymbing rycht parallous: 595
For hapnyt ony to {lid and fall,

He fuld fone be to frufchyt all,

The nycht wes myrk, as Ik hard fay,
And to the fute fone cummyn ar thai
OfF the crag; that wes hey and fchor. 600
Than WiLyam Fransoys thaim befor

Vou. II. G Clamb
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Clamb in crykes forouth ay;

And at the bak hym followyit thai,

With mekill payne; quhile to quhile fra,
Thai clamb into the crykys fwa,

Quhile halff the craig thai clumbyn had,
And thar a place thai fand fa brad,

That thai mycht fit on anerly.

And thai war handles and wery:

And thair abad thair aynd to ta.

And rycht as thai war fittand fwa,

Rycht aboune thaim, up apon the wall,
The chak-wachys affemblyt all.

Now help thaim God, that all thing mai !
For in full gret perill ar thai ;

For mycht thai fe thaim thar, fuld nane
Efchape out off that place unflane :

To dede with ftanys thai fuld thaim ding,
That thai mycht help thaimfelwyn nathing.

Bot wondre myrk wes the nycht,
Swa that thai off thaim had na fycht.
And not forthy yeit wes thar ane
OfF thaim, that fwappyt doun a ftane,
And faid, © Away! I fee yow weille.”
The quheyr he faw thaim not a deile.
Owt our thair heds flaw the ftane ;
And thai fat ftill lurkand ilkane,

The wachys, quhen thai herd noucht fter,
Fra that ward famyn all pafiyt er,

6os

610

615

620

625

And
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And carpand held fer by thar way. -630
The Erle THoMAs, alfone and thai

That on the crag thar fat hym by,

Towart the wall clamb haftily,

And thyddyr cam, with meikle mayn,

And not but gret perill and payn. 635
For fra thyne up wes grewoufer

To clymb up, ne beneth befer.

Bot quhat kyn payn fua euir thai had,
Rycht to the wall thai come but bad,
That had weill ner twelf fute off hycht, 640
And, forowt perfawing or fycht,
Thai fet thair leddres to the wall,
And fyne FraNsovs, befor thaim all,
Clamb up; and fyne Schyr ANDROW GRAY;
And fyne the Erle hymfelf, perfay, 645
Wes the thrid, that the wall gan ta.
Qubhen thai thar doune thair Lord fwa
Saw clymbyne up apon the wall,
As woud men thai clamb eftre all.

Bot or all up clumbyn war thai, 650
Thai that war wachys till affay,
Hard ftering, and priué fpeking,
And alfwa fraying off armyng.
And on thaim fchot full fturdely;
And thai met thaim rycht hardely; 655
And flew off thaim difpiteoufly,
Than throw the caftell raifs the cry, :
: G2 « Trefoun!
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“« Trefoun! Trefoun!’’ thai cryt faft,
Than fum off tham war fwa agaft,
‘That thai fled, and lap our the wall.
Bot to fay futh, thai fled not all.

For the conftabill; that wes hardy,
All armyt {chot furth to the cry;
And with hym fele hardy and ftout.
Yeyt wes the Erle, with hys rout,
Fechtand with thaim apon the wall;
Bot fone he difcomfyt thaim all.

Be that hys men war cummyn ilk ane
Up to the wall, and he has tane

Hys way doun to the caftell fone.

In gret perill he hes hym doyn,

For thai war fer ma men thggin,
(And thai had bene off gud cowyne)
‘Than he ; bot thai effrayit war.

And not for this, with wapnys bar,
The conftabill, and hys cumpany,
Met hym and hys, rycht hardely.

Thar mycht men fe gret bargane rifs :

For with wapnys off mony wifs

Thai dang on othyr, at thair mycht,
Quhill fwerds that war fayr and brycht
‘War till the hilts all bludy.

Than hidwyfly begouth the cry:

For thai that fellyt, or ftekyt, war,
Hidwyfly gan cry and rar,
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The
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The gud Erle, and hys cumpany,

Faucht in that fycht fa fturdyly,

That all thair fayis rufchyt war,

The conftabill wes flane rycht thar.

And fra he fell the remanand 690
Fled, quhar thai beft mycht, to warand.

Thai durft pot bid to ma debate.

The Erle was handlyt thar fa hat,

That had it not hapnyt throw cafs,

That the coaftabill thar flayn than was, 695
He had bene in gret perell thar.

Bot quhen thaj fled thar was na mar;

Bot ilk man, to fauff hys lyff,

Fled furth hys dayis for to dryve.

And fum flaid dousi out our the wall. 700
‘The Erle has tane the caftell all;

For thar wes nane durft hym withftand.

I hard newyr qubhar, in na kin land,

Wes catftell tane fa hardely, .

Owtakyn Treile anerly, 705
Quhen ALEXANDER the cunquerour,

That conqueryt Babilonys tour,

Lap on bar forfs fra the wall ;

Qubhar he amang hys fayis all,

Ver, 701. Edinburgh caftle was taken 14th March 1313,
Fordun xii. 19.

Ver. 705. Editions read Tyre, al;furdly. It was in a town
of the Oxydracz that Alexander incurred this danger. Ar.
rian. lib. vi. p. 394, ed. Blancardi. But the same is un-
. known, and Barbour's authority efcapes me,

G 3 - Defendyt
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Defendyt hym full douchtely,

Quhill hys nobill chewalry,

‘With leddres our the wall yeid,
That nothyr left for dede na dreid.
For fra thai wyft weill that the king
Wes in the toun, thar was nathing

Intill that tyme that fiynt thaim moudat,

For all perill thai fet at noucht.

‘Thai clamb the wall; and Arisrze’
Come fyrft to the gud king, quhar he
Defendyt hym, with all hys mycht
That then fa hard wes fet, Ik hycht,
That he wes fellyt on a kne;

He till hys bak had fet 2 tre,

For dred thai fuld behind afiaile.
ARIsTE' then to the bataille

Sped bym in hy, all fturdely,

And dang on thaim fa douchtely,

That the king weille refkewit was,
For hys men, into fyndry plas,

Clamb our the wall and foucht the king,
And hym refkewyt with hard fechting ;
And wanne the toun deliverly.

Owtane this taking enerly,

I herd neuir, in na tyme gane,

Quhar caftell was fa ftoutly tane.

And off this taking that I mene
Saint MARGARET, the gud haly quene,

18

725

735

Ver., 787, Margaret, the queen of Malcom HI, a woman

worth
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Wyt in hyr tyme, throw reweling
Off hym that knaws and wate all thing.
‘Tharfor, infted of prophecy, 740

Sche left taknyng rycht joly,

That is yeit intill hyr chapele.

8che gert weill portray a caftell,

A leddre up to the wall ftandand,

And a man up tharapon clymband. 748
And a wrote oucht hym, as auld men fayis,

In Frankis, Gardys vouys de Franfais.

And for this word {che gert wryt fwa,

Men wend the Frankis men {uld it ta.

Bot for FRAWNsouUs hattyn wes he, 750
That fwa clamb up in priueté,

Sche wrat that, as in prophecy:

And it fell eftrewart fothly

Rycht as fhe faid ; for tane it was,

And FraNsovs led thaim up that pafs, 755

On this wyfs Edinburgh was tane ;
And thai that war tharin ilkane
Othyr tane, or flane, or lap the wall,
Thair guds haiff thai lefyt all ;

worth a thouland faints. See the life of her, by her con.
feflor, in the Vite Antique San&orum Scotie, Londini, 1789,
dvo.
Ver. 746. Editions read :
And wrote on him, as old men fayes,
We fhould furely read ¢ gawvr him,’ over him, above him,

G 4 And
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And fouch the houfs euirilkane.

Schyr PErs LUMBART that was tane,
As I faid er befor, thai fand

In boyis, and hard feftnyng fittand.
‘Thai broucht hym to the Erle in hy,
And he gert loufs hym haftely;

Then he become the KiING’s man. .
Thai fend word to the KinG rycht than,
And tauld how the caftell wes tane.
And he in hy is thyddar gane}

‘With mony ane in cumpany,

And gert myne doun all halyly,

Bath tour and wall rycht to the grond.
And fyne our all the land gan fond,
Sefand the cuntré till hys pefs.

Off this deid, that fa worthy wes,
The Erle was prefyt gretumly.

The Kinc that faw hym fa worthy,
Was blyth, and joyfull our the lave,
And to mantayne hys ftat he gave
Rents and lands, fayr inewch.

And he to fa gret worfchip dreuch,
That all fpak off hys gret bounté.,

Hys fayis gretly ftonayit he ;

For he fled neuir for force off fycht.
Quhat fall I mar fay off hys mycht?
Hys gret manheid, and hys bounté,
Gerrs hym yeit renownyt be.
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In this tyme, that thir jupertyfs '
OFF thir caftells, that I dewifs,
War efchewyt fa hardely, 790
Schyr EDuuarD the BRUCE, the hardy,
Bad all Galloway and Nidyfdale
Wynnyn till hys liking all haile.
And dingyn doun the caftells ail
Rycht in the dyk, bath tour and wall. 795

He hard than fay, and knew it weile,
That in Ruglyn wes a pele.
Thyddir he went, with hys menye,
And wonnyn it in fchort tyme has he,
Syne to Dundé he tuk the way, 8oo
That then wes halden, as I herd fay,
Agayne the King. Tharfor in hy
He fet a fege tharto ftoutly;
.And lay thar quhill it yolden was.
To Strewillyne {yne the way he taes; 8os
Quhar gud Schyr PuiLip the MowBRrAY,
That was fa douchty at affay,
Was wardane ; and had in keping
That caftell, off the Inglis king.

Thartill a fege thai fet ftythly: 810
Thai bekkyryt offtfyfs fturdely;
Bot gret chewalry done wes nane,
Schyr EDUUARD, fra the fege wes tane,

Ver. 788, 1313, 1313,
A weill
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A weill lang tyme about it lay,

Fra the Lentryne, that is to fay,
Quhill forouth the Saint Ihonys mefs ;
The Inglis folk, that tharin wes,
Begouth to failye wiaill be than.
Than Schyr Paivrip, that douchty man,
Tretyt quhill thai confentyt war,
That giff at Midfomer, the neift yer
To cum, it war not with bataill
Refkewyt ; than that, forowtyn faill,
He fuld the caftell yauld quytly.

That connand band thai fekyrly.

Ver. 815, 816. From Lent 1313 to 24th Jun

THE END OF BUKE X,
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Tbilk, and the twa folowand bukes, contein the Kyng
of England’s array again Scotland, and the battel
of Bannocburn. EDwARD 1. afféemblis ane gra
boft, dividit intil ten battels, of ten thoufand men
lkane—marchis till Edenborrow.— King ROBERT
Jummounis his armie of thritty thufand, and ma,
and dividis tham inta four battels—bhis firatageme
—be srders the fma folk, carriage, and vittail, fra
bim.— The Inglis advaunce to Falkirk.—The Erle
of MUREF, with fyve bundred men, affalis eight
bundred.
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AND quhen this cunand thus was maid,
Schyr Puivip intill Ingland raid ;

And tauld the King all hale his tale,

How he a twelf moneth all hale

Had, (as it wryttin wes in their tailé),

To relkew Strewillyne with bataillé.

And quhen he hard Schyr PuiLip fay
That Scotts men had fet a day
To fycht; and that fic fpace he had
To purway him ; he wes rycht glaid.
And faid, it wes gret fukudry
That fet thaim apon fic foly.
For he thocht to be, or that day,
Sa purwayit, and in fic aray,
That thas fuld nane ftrenth hym withftand.
And quhen the lords off Ingland
Herd that this day wes fet planly,
Thai jugyt it all for to failly,

Ver. 5. Tailé is covenant, agreement,

{4

15
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And thoucht to haiff all thair liking,
Giff men abaid thaim in fechting.

Bot oft faillys the fulis thoucht:
And yheit wyfsmennys ay cummys nocht
To fik end, as thai weine, alwayis.
A litill ftane oft, as men fayis,
May ger weltyr a mekill wayne.
Na mannys mycht may ftand agayne
‘The grace of God, that all thing fters,
He wate quhat till all thing affers;
And difponys at hys liking
Off hys ordynance all thing.

Quhen Schyr EpuvaARrD, as I yow fay,
Had gevyn {wa owtrageoufs a day
To yeld, or retkew, Strewillyne,
Rycht to the KiNG he went hym fyne,
And tauld quhat tretyfs he had mad ;
And quhat day he thaim gevyn had.
The KinG faid, quen he hard the day,
¢ It wes unwifely doyn perfay!
¢ Ik herd neuir quhar fa lang warnyng
« Wes gevyn to fa mychty a King,
« As is the King off Ingland,
% For he has now intill hand
¢ Ingland, Ireland, and Walis alfua,
« And Aquitangue yheit, with all tha ;
% And off Scatland yeit a party
¢ Dwells undre hys fenyowry.
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« And off trefour fa ftuffyt is he,

« That he may wageours haiff plenté,

% And we ar quhoyne, agayne fa fele.

% God may rycht weill owr werdys dele ! 50
% Bot we ar fet in juperty,

% To tyne, or wyn, than haftily.”

Schyr Epuuarb faid, ¢ Sa God me rede!
¢Thoch he, and all that he may lede,
¢Cum ; we fall fecht all, war thai ma.’ 55
Quhen the KinG hard hys brodyr fay fwa
Spek to the bataill fa hardely,
He prefyt hym in hys hart gretumly.
And faid, « Brodyr, fen {wa is gane,
« That this thing thus is undretane, 6o
¢« Schap we us tharfor manlely;
% And all that luffs us tendrely,
« And the fredome off this cuntré,
& Purway thaim at that tyme to be
“ Boune, with all the mycht that euir thai may.
¢ Swa giff that our fayis aflay 66
¢ To refkew Strewilline, throw bataill,
¢ That we off purpofs ger thaim faill.”

To thys thai all affentyt ar,

And bad thair men all mak thaim yar 70
For to be boune, agayne that day,
On the beft wyfs that euir thai may,

Then
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Then all, that worthy war to fycht,
Off Scotland fet all hale thair mycht,
‘To purway thaim, agayne that day. 78
Wappnys and armowrs purwayit thai ;
And all that affers to fychting.
And in Ingland the mychty King
Purwayit hym in fa gret aray,
That, certs hard I neuir fay, )
‘That Inglis men mar aparaile
Maid, than thai did for bataile.

For quhen the tyme wes cummyn ner,
He aflemblyit all hys power.
And, but hys awne chewalry, 8s
That wes fa gret it wes ferly,
He had off mony fer cuntré
‘With hym gud men off gret bounté,
- Off Fraunce worthy chewalry -
He had intill his cumpany ; 1)
‘The Erle off Henaud als was thar,
And with hym men that worthy war;
Off Gafeoyne, and off Almany,
And off the worthyatft off Bretaynguy,
He had wycht men, and weill farand, 05
Armyt clenly, bath fute and hand.
That nane left that mycht wappnys weld,
Or mychty war to fecht in feld.
All Walis als with hym had he;

And off Irland a gret mengye ; 100
Off
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Off Pontynt; Aguitane, and Bayone,
He had mony off gret renoune.
ANE HUNDRE THOUSAND men, and ma;
And fourty thoufand war off tha
Armyt on horfs; bath heid and hand. 10§
And off thaim yeit war thre thoufand,
With helyt horfs in plate and mailye,
To mak the front off the batailye.
And fyfty-twa thoufand off archers
He had, forowtyn hobelers, 110
And men of fute and fmal rangale,
‘That yemyt harnays and wittaile,
He had fa fele, it wes ferly.
Off carts als that raid thaim by
Sa fele that, but all thai that bar 113
Harnays, and als that chargyt war
With pailyownys, and wefchall withall,
And aparaile off chambyr and hally

Ver. 103. This number feems not exaggerated. See Ax-
nals, ii. 41, 42, Edward fummoned the whole pewer of his
kingdom; totum ferwitium mofirum. Rymer's Fiedera, iii.
478. With half the number he might probably have been
viftorious, An army exceeding 40,000 feems, from ancient
and modern hiftory, to be only calculated for mifmanagement
and defeat., March, 2314.

Ver. 107. That is, horfes covered with mail 1 2 very an-
cient praltice among the Sannatwe, or Slavonic nations, as
appears from Trajan’s pillar, and other ancient monuments,
collated with ancient authors: and which continued among
the Gothic nations to the lateft times of chivalry,

Vor, IL H  And
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And wyne, and wax, fchot, and wictaille,
Aucht fchor, chargyt with pulaile. 120
"Thai war fa fele.quhar that thai raid,
And thair bataills war fa braid,
And fwa gret rowme held thair char,
That men that mekill oft mycht fe [far)
Ourtak the latids largely. 52§
Men mycht fe then, that had bene by,
Mony a worthy man, and wycht;
Mony ane armour gayly dycht,
And mony ane fturdy flering fted,
Arayit intill ryche wede; - 130
Mony helmys, and haberiownys 3
And fa many a combly knyche,
That it femyt that into fycht
Thai fuld wencufs the warld all haile.
Quby fuld I mak fa lang my taile ? 135
To Berwik ar cummyn ilk ane;
And fum tharin has innys tane ;
And fum logyt withowt the townys,
In tents aod in pailyownys.
And
Ver. xao. Kditiens read, ¢ frwoal' Prslaile is furely

poultry.
Yer. 133, 134 1385, The MS. ishere corrupt. It reads:

Asd fwa gret rowme held thair char
[ 4 blank pace lafi for a line)
That men that mekill oft mycht fo,
Ner by, quhen {a wald be,
Ourtak, the lands. largely.
Men mycht fe then, that had bene by,
The third line is fuperfluous nonfenfo: and this corruption
»
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And quhen the King hys oft bes fere
Sa gret ; and fa gude men, and clene;
He was rycht joyfull in hys thoucht.
And weill fuppofit that thar wes noucht
In warld a king mycht hym withftand.
Hym thoucht all wonnyn till hys hand
And largly amang hys men
The land off Scotland delt he then.

Off othyr mennys thing larg wes he.
And thai, that war off hys mengye,
Manaufyt the Scotts men haly

With gret words. But not forthy,
Or thai cum all to thair entent,
Howys in hale claith fall be rent.

The King, throw cunfaile off hys men,
Hys folk delt in bataills ten.
In ilkane war weile ten thouwfand,
That lete thai ftalwartly fuld fand:
In the bataill, and ftythly fycht; -
And leve not for thair fayis mycht.
He fet leders till ilk bataile,
That knawin war off gud gouernaile.
And till renownyt Erls twa,
Off GLosYSTER and HERFURD war tha,
Thai had the waward in leding,
With mony men at thair bidding,

140

145

150

155

160.

165

is eafily remedied from the editions ; which however for thair

thar read, they thers.

Ves, 353, That is, ¢ holes muft be made in found cloth.”
Ha Ordayn
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Ordanyt into full gud aray.

‘Thai war fa chewalrows, that thai

Trowyt, giff thai come to fycht,

Thar fuld na ftrenth withftand thair mycht.

And the King, quhen hys mengye wer 170
Dewyfit intill bataill fer,

Hys awne bataill ordanyt he ;

And quha fuld at his bridill be.

Schyr GiLis DE ARGENTE' he fett

Apon a halff, hys reyngye to kept; 175
And off WALENCE Schyr AYMERY

On othyr halff, that wes worthy;

For in thair fouerane bounté

Owtowr the lave affayit he,

Quhen the King, apon this kyn wifs, 180
Had ordanyt, as Ik her deuifs,
Hys bataills, and hys ftering,
He raifs arly in a mornyng,
And fra Berwik he tuk the way.
Bath hillis and walis helyt thai, 185
As the bataills, that war braid,
Departyt our the felds raid.
The fon wes brycht, and fchenand cler,
And armours that burnyfyt wer,
Sa blomyt with the fonnys beme 190
That all the land wes in a leme.

Ver. 174. Sir Giles de Argentine, 2 foreign warrior of
great fame, but unknown extraét: probably of Flanders.

Ver. 184. June, 1314

_ . Baners
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Baners rycht fayrly flawmand,

And penfeles to the wynd wawand,

Swa fele thar war off fer quentifs, .
That it war gret flycht to deuifs, 19§
And fuld I tell ali thair affer,

Thair cuntenance, and the maner,

Thouch I couth, T fuld combryt be.

The King, with all that gret mengye,

Till Edynburgh he raid hym rycht, 200
Thai war all owt to fele to fycht
With few folk, off a fymple land. -

Bot quhar God helpys quhat may withftand ?

The King RoBErT, quhen he hard fay
‘That Inglis men in fic aray, 20§
And into fwa gret quanteté,
Come in hys fand; in hy gert he
Hys men be fumound generaly.
And thai come all, full wilfully,
‘To the Torwood, quhar that the King 210
Had ordanyt to mak thair meting,

Schyr Epuvarp the Bruck, the worthy,
Come with 2 full gret cumpany
Off gud men, armyt weill at rycht,
Hardy, and forfy for to fycht. 215
WALTRE STEWART off ScorLaND fyne,
‘That than wes bot a berdlefs hyne,

Ver. 193. Penfils are fmall penons, with which the fpears

of knights were ornamented.
H 3 Coms
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Come with a rout off nabill men,

That men mycht be contynence ken.

The gud lord off DowGLAs alfua 220
Broucht with hym men, Ik undreta,

That weile war ufyt in fechting ;

Thai fall the les haiff abayfing,

Giff thaim betid in thrang to be,

Awantage thai fall tittar fe, 22§
For to ftonay thair fayis mycht,

‘Than men that ufis not to fycht.

The Erle off MUurRREFF with hys men,

Arayit weille come alfua then,

Into gud cowine for to fycht, 230
And gret will for to manteyae thair mycht.
Owtakyn thair mony barownys,

And knychts that off gret renoune is,

Come, with thair men, full ftalwartly.

Quhen thai war affemblyt halely, a3s
OfF fechtand men I trow thai war

THRETY THOUSAND, and fome deill mar ;
Forowtyn cariage, and pettaill,

‘That yemyt harnayis, and wittaill.

Our all the oft then yeid the King ; 240
And beheld to thair contenyng,
And faw thaim off full fayr affer
OfF hardy cuntenance thai war,
OfF liklynes the maft cowart
Bemyt full weill to do hys part, 248
The
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ING has fene all thair hawinz,

ew hym weill into fic thing,

v thaim all commonnaly

cuntenance, and fa hardy,

effray or abayfing, 250
rart had he gret liking. :
osucht that men off fa gret will,

1 wald fet thair will thartill,

full hard to wyn perfay.

he met thaim in the way, 254
cumyt thaim with glaidfum far,

1 gud words her and thar. '

1i that thair Lord fa mekly S
dcum thaim, and fa hamly, ' '
‘hai war : and thoucht that thai 260
wele to put thaim till affay o
d fechtand, or ftalwart ftur,

maynteyne hys honour.

worthy KiING, quhen he has fene
affemblyt all bedene ; 26§
v thaim willfull to fylfill h
ing, with gud hart and will ;
maynteyne will thair franchifs ;
reiofyt mony wifs,
lyt all hys cunfaile priué, 270
d thaim, * Lords, now ye fe
Inglis men, with mekill mycht,
I difponyt thaim for the fycht;

H 4 # For
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¢« For thai yone caftell wald refkew.
¢ Tharfor is gud we ordane now

¢ How we may let thaim off thair purpos ;

¢« And fwa to thaim the wayis clofs,

¥ That thai pafs not, bot gret letting.
©« We haiff her with us at bidding

¢ Weile threty thoufand men, and ma.
<« Mak we four bataills off tha;

¢ And ordane us in fic maner

¢¢ That when our fayis cummys ner,
¢« We to the New Park hald owr way.
¢ For thar behowys thaim nede a way,
« Bot giff that thai will beneuch us ga,
¢« And our the merraifs paffand fwa,

$t We fall e at awantage thar.

« And methink that richt fpedful war
«To gang on fute to this fechting,

4 Armyt bot in litill armyng ;

<« For {chuip we us on horfs to fycht,
« Sen our fayis ar mar off mycht,

¢ And better horfyt than ar we,

« We fuld into gret perill be.

¢« And giff we fycht on fute perfay

¢« At awantage we fall be ay.

« For in the park, amang the treys,

#¢ The horfs men ar cumbryt alwayis.
« And the fyks alfua, that ar thardoun,
¢ Sall put thaim to confufioun.™

Yer. 374. Stirling caftle, within view,

275
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300

All
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Al thai confentyt till that aw.
And than, intill a litil thraw,
“Thair four bataills ordanyt thai.
And till the Erle TromAS perfay
Thai gaiff the waward in leding ;
For in his nobill gouerning,

And in hys hey chewalry,

Thai affoweryt rycht foueranly.
And, for to maynteyne hys baner,
Lords, that of gret worfchip wer,
War aflygnyt, with thair mengye,
Intill hys bataille for to be.

‘The tothyr bataile wes gevyn to led
Till hym, that douchty wes of dud,
And prefyt off hey chewalry,

That wes Schyr Epuuarp, the worthy,
I trow he fall maynteyne it fua
‘That, bowfaeuir the gamyn ga,
Hys fayis to plenye fall matre haf.
And fyne the thyed bataill thai gaff
‘Till WALTRE STEWART for to leid;
And to DowcLas douchty off deid,
‘Thai war cofyngs in ner degre,
‘Tharfor till hym betaucht wes he.
For he wes young, bot not forthy

1 trow he fall fa manlily

Do hys deuour, and wirk fa weill,
That hym fall nede ne mar yeinfeill,
‘The ferd bataill the nobill King
Thuk till hys awne gowerning.

10§

308
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315
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325

330
And
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And had intill hys cumpany

‘The men of Carrik halely, &
And off Arghile, and off Kyntyr, f
And off the Jis, qubaroff was Syr 135 r
ANGguUss off Jle and Bt : all tha

He off the plane land bad alfua,

Off armyt men a mekill rout:

Hys bataill ftalwart wes and ftout.

He faid the rerward he wald ma; 340
And ewyn befor hym fuld ga

The waward ; and, on aythir hand,

The tothyr bataillis fuld be gangand,

Befid on fid a litill fpace:

And the KING, that behind thaim was, 345
Suld fe quhar thar war maft mifter,

And releve thar with bys baner,

The Ki1NG, thus, that wes wycht and wifs,
And rycht awifé at dewifs,
Ordanyt hys men for the fychting 359
In gud aray, in allkyn thing.

And on the morn, on Settreday,
The KinG hard hys difcourours fay
That Inglis men, with mekill mycht,
Had lyin at Edinburch all nycht. 355

Ver. 333, 334. That is, be joined thofe of Carrick, in
whom he moft confided, with thofe in whom he trufted lea#,
that the former might check the later,

Tharfor,
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Tharfor, withowtyn mar delay,
He till the New Par# beld hys way,
With all that in hys leding war,
And ia the park thaim herbyryt thar,

And in a plane feld, be the way,
Quhar he thoucht ned behowyd to gay
The Inglis men, giff that thai wald
Throw the park to the caftell hald,

He gert men mony potts ma,

Off a fute braid sound ; and all tha
War dep uptill 2 mannys kne ;

Sa thik, that thai mycht lyknyt be

Till a wax kayme, that beis mais.

Al that nycht trawailland he wais,

Swa that or day he hes maid

The potts, and thaim helyt haid

With ftykks, and with gres all grene,
Swa that thai moucht nat weill be fene,

On Sonday than, in the mornyng,
Weile fone eftre the fone ryfyng,
Thai hard thair mefs commonnaly.
And mony thaim fchraiff full devotly,
That thoucht to dey in that mellé,
Or than to mak thair cuntré fre.

To God, for thair rycht, prayit thai ;
Thar deyt nane off thaim that day.

Yoy

865

3™

875

380

Ver. 377. Many frove, or confelled their fins to the

Bot
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Bot for the vigil off Saint Thane
Thai faftyt water and breid ilkane,

The Kina that, when the mefs wes done,

‘Went furth to fe the potts fone,

And at hys liking faw thaim mad.
On aythir fyd, rycht weill braid,

It wis pittyt, as Ik haiff tauld.

Giff that thair fayis on horfs wald hald
Furth in that way, I trow thai fall
Not weill efchaip forowtyn a fall.
Throwout the oft than gert he cry
That all fuld arm thaim haftily,

And bufk thaim ‘en thair beft maner;
And quhen thai affemblyt wer,

He gert aray thaim for the fycht.

And fyne gert cry our all on hycht .
‘That quha fa euir he war, that fand
Hys hart not fekyr for to ftand,

To wyn all, or dey with honour,

For to manteyne that ftalwart ftour,
That he betyme fuld hald hys way.
And nane fuld duell with hym bot thai
‘That wald ftand with hym to the end,
And tak the ure that God wald fend,
Than all anfweryt with a cry,

And with a woce faid generaly,

That nane for dout off deid fuld faile,
Qubill difcomfyt war the gret bataile,

B F

390

395

400

405

Quhen




B Y K E XI

Quhen the gud K1nG has hard hys men
Sa hardely hym anfuer then,
Sayand that nothyr dede, na dreid,
Till fic difcomfort fuld thaim leid,
That thai fuld efkew the fechting,
In hart he had gret reiofing.
For hym thocht men off fic cawyne,
Sa gud, and hardy, and fa fyne,
Suld weill in bataill hald thair rycht,
Agayne men off full mekill mycht.

Syne all the fmall folk, and fpitall,
He fend with harneyfs and with wicaill
Intiil the park, weill fer hym fra;

And fra the bataillis gert thaim ga.
And as he bad thai went thair way,
Twenty thoufand weill ner war thai.
Thai held thair way till a walé.

The KinG left bot a clene mengye,
The quithyr thai war threty thoufand,
That I trow fall ftalwartly ftand ;
And do thair deuour as thai aw.
Thai ftud thaim rangyt all on raw,
Redy for to giff hard batajll,

Giff ony folk. wald thaim affaill.

The King gert thaim all bufkyt be,
For he wyft in certanté

That hys fayis all aycht lay

At the Fawkyrk; and fyne that thai

109
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Held towart hym the way all ftraucht,
With mony men off mekill maucht.
Tharfor till hys newo bad he, 440
The Erle of MurREFF, with hys mengye,
Befid the kyrk to kepe the way,
“Fhat na man pafs that gat away,
For to debate the caftell.
And he faid himfelf fuld weill 45
Kep the entré with hys bataill, |
Giff that ony wald thar affaill.
And fyne hys brodyr, Schyr EDUvARD,
- And young WALTRE alfua STEWARD,
And the Lord off DowgLas alfua, 430
 With thair mengye, gud tent fuld ta,
Qubhilk off thaim had of help mifter,
And help with thaim that with hym wer.

The K1nG fend than James off DowcLas,
And Schyr RoBerT the KeyTH, that than was
Marifchell off all the oft off f§, 456
The Inglis mennys comyng to fe,

And thai lap on, and furth thai raid,

Weill horfyt men with thaim thai haid;

And fone the gret oft baiff thai fene, 460

Quhar fchelds fchynand war fa fchene,

And baffynetts. burnyft brycht,

That gave agayne the fone gret lycht,

Thai faw fa fele brawdyne baners,

Standars, and pennownys, and fpers, 46n§
A
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And fa fele knychts apon fteds,

All lawmand in thair weds;

And fa fele bataills, and fa braid,

And tuk fwa gret rowme as thai raid,
That the maift oft, and the ftouteft,
Off Cryftyndome, and the gretteft,
Suld be abayfit for to fe

Thair fayis into fic quantité,

And fwa arayit for to fycht.

Quhen thair difcurriours has had fycht
OfF thair fayis, as 1 yow fay,

Towart the King thai tuk thair way,
And tauld hym, into priueté,

The multitud, and the beauté,

OfF thair fayis, that come fa braid,
And off the gret mycht that thai had.

Than the KING bad thaim thai fuld ma

Na contenance that it war fua,
Bot lat them into comowne fay,
That thai come intill ewyll aray;

To comfort hys on that wyfs.

"For oftfyfs throw a word may ryfs
Difcomford, and tynfaill with all,
And throw a word, als weill may fall,
Comford may ryfs, and hardyment
May ger men do thair intent.

On the famyn wifs it ded er.

Thair comford, and thair hardy cher, -
Comford thaim fa gretumly,

OfF thair oft, that the leyft hardy

mne
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Be contenance wald formaft be
For to begyne the gret mellé.

Apon this wyfs the nobill King

Gaiff all hys men recomforting,

Throw hardy contenance of cher, 500
" That he maid on fa gud maner.

Thaim thoucht that na myfcheiff mycht be

Sa gret with this thai hym mycht fe

Befor thaim, fwa that thaim fuld greve

That in hys worfchip fuld thaim releve. 505

Hys worfchip comfort thaim {wa,

And contenance that he gan ma,

That the maft coward wes hardy.

On othyr halff, full fturdely,

The Inglis men on fic aray, g10

As ye haiff herd me forouth fay,

Come with thair bataille approchand,

"The baners to the wynd wawand.

And quhen thai cummyn war fa ner,
That bot twa myle betwix thaim wer, 515
"Thai chefyt a joly cumpany
Off men, that wycht wer and hardy,
On fayr courfers armyt at rycht.
Four lordys off mekill mycht
War capitanys off that route, - 520
The Schyr the CLYFFURD, that wes ftout,

Ver. 514. The day before the battle of Bannocburn, or'
213d June, 13144
Wes
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Wes off thaim all fowerane leidar:
Aucht hundre armyt, I trow, thai war,
Thai war all young men, and joly,
Yarnand to do chewalry

Off beft of ywill the oft war thai

Off contenance, and off aray:

Thai war the fayreft cumpany

‘That men mycht fynd off fa mony.

To the caftell thai thoucht to far,
For giff that thai weill mycht cum thar,
Thai thoucht it fuld refkewyt be.

Furth on thair way held thys mengye;
And towart Strewilline held thair way,
The New Park all efchewit thai,

For thai wyft weill the KiNG was thar,
And newth the New Park gan thai far ;
Weill newth the kyrk, intill a rout,
The Erle THomas, that wes fa ftout,
Quhen he faw thaim fa ta the plane,

In gret hy went he thaim agayne,
With fyve hundre, forowtyn ma,
Anoyit in hys hart and wa,

That thai fa fer war paflyt by.

For the KinG had faid hym rudely,
‘That “ a rofe off hys chaplete

« Was fallyn;” for quhar he wes fet

Ver. s26. Editions read:
The beft of all the hoft were they.

113
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To

Ver. s47. That is a rofe of his chaplet, or wreath of flow-

Vor. II. I

(2 )
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‘To kep the way thaife men war paft.
And tharfor he haftyt hym fa faft,
That cummyn in fchort tyme wes. he
‘To the plane feld, with hys menye,
For he thoucht that he fuld amend
‘That he trefpaffit had, or than end,

And quhen the Inglis men hym faw
Cum on, forowtyn dyn or aw,
And tak fa hardely the plane,
In hy thai fped thaim hym agane;
And ftrak with fpurs the fteds ftyth,
‘That bar thaim ewyn hard and fwyth.
And quhen the Erle faw that mengye
Cum fa ftoutly, to hys fid he, ‘
« Be not abayfit for thair {chory
¢« Bot fetts. fpers yow befor.
“ And bak to bak for all your rout
“ And all the fpers poynts owt.
“ Swa gate us beft defend may we,
« Enweronyt with thaim giff we. be.”

And as he bad thaim thai haiff done :
And the tothyr come on alfone.
Befor thaim all come prykkand
A knycht, hardy of hart and hand,

550

555

560

365

s70

ers: a proverbial metaphor. The Annalift, ii. 44, flrangely

mifunderftands the pafage.

And
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And a weile gret lord at hime,

Schyr GiLYAME DE AMECOT wes hys name.
And prykkyt on thaim bardyly,

And thai met hym fwa fturdely, 575

‘That he and horfs wes borne doune,

And flayne rycht thar forowtyn ranfoun.

With Inglis men gretly wes he

Mengyt that day, and hys bounté,

The lave come on rycht fturdely, 580
Bot nane off thaim fa hardely

Rufchyt amang thaim, as did he.

Bot with fer mar maturyté,

‘Thai aflemblyt all in a rout,

And enweroynd thaim all about, s8s
Affailyand thaim on ilka fid.

And thai with fpers wownds wid

Gaff till the horfs, that cum thaim ner,

And thai that ridand on thaim wer,

That doune war borne, lofyt thair lyvis, 590
And othyr fpers, dacts, and knyffs,

And wapynnys on fer maner,

Keft amang thaim that fechtand wer ;

That thaim defendyt fwa wittily,

That thair fayis had gret ferly. 595
For fum wald fchout out off thair rout,

And off thaim that afflailyt about,

Ver. 573. Editions fay Sir William the Hawcourt. From
the Annals, ii, 44, it appears that Daymsconrs is the real

name,
1z Stekyt
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Stekyt fteds, and bar down men,

‘The Inglis men fa rudly then

Keft amang thaim fuerds and mafs, 6oe

That ymyd thaim a monteyle was,

Off wappnys, that war warpyt thar.

The Erle and hys thus fechtand war

At gret myfcheyff, as I yow fay.

For fewar, be full fer, war thai 605

‘Than thair fayis; and all about

War enweround : quhar mony rout

War roucht full difpiteoufly.

"Thair fayis demanyt thaim full ftarkly.

On ayther half thai war fa ftad, 610
For the rycht gret heyt that thai had,

For fechtyn, and for fonnys het,

That all thair flefs off fwate was wete.

And fic a ftew raifs out off thaim then,

Off ane ding bath off horfs and men, 615
And off powdyr ; that fic myrknes

Intill the ayr abowyne thaim wes,

That it wes wondre for to fe.

‘Thai war in gret perplexité.

Bot with gret trawaill not forthy 620
Thai thaim defendyt manlily :

And fet bath will, and ftrenth and mycht,

‘To rufche thair fayis in that fycht,

‘That thaim demanyt angyrly:

Bot giff God help thaim hattily, 625

Ver, 636, Poavder is duf.
Thai

nsd !
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Thai fall thair fill haiff off fechtyng,

Bot quhen the nobill renownyt Kina,

With othyr Lords that war hym by,

Saw how the Erle abandonnly

Tuk the playne feld, James off Dowcras 630
Come to the K1ngG, rycht quhar he was,

And faid, % A Schyr! San& Mary!

« The Erle of MurrREFF opynly

« Tayfs the playne feld, with hys menye,

% He is in perill but he be 635
% Sone helpyt ; for hys fayis ar ma

“ Than he, and horfyt weill alfua,

% And with your leve I will me fpeid

“To help hym, for he has ned; -

“ All umbeweround with hys fayis is he.” 640
The King faid, ¢ Sa our Lord me fel

¢ A fute till him yow fall not ga.

¢ Giff he weill dois, let hym weill ta,

¢ Quheyr euir hym happyn to wyn or lofs,

¢I will not for hym brak purpos.’ 643
% Certs,” faid JAMES, ¢ I ma na wifs

“ Se that hys fayis hym furprifs,

% Quhen that I may fat help thartill,

“ With your leve fokyrly I will

“ Help hym, or dey into the payn.” 6so
¢ Do than, and fpeid ye fone agayn,’

I3 The
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The Kinc faid.  And he held hys way :
Giff he may cum in tyme perfay,

I trow he fall hym help fa weill,

‘That all hys fayis fall it feill.

THE END OF BUKE XI
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ARGUMENT.

Tbe King of Scotland kills Schir Henry px Bo-
RUN.—The Erle of MuRer defeats the Inglis
partie—Kyng RoOBERT avifis with his men—
makis a lang fpeche to thajm.—Thai remain on
armis all nicht.—Next day is the BATTEL OF
BANNOCBURN.~The armies joyn in fabt,—
Dedis of the Erle of MuREF.
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N OW DowagLas furth hys wayis tais ;
And in that felff tyme foll, throw caifs,,

‘That the king off Ingland, quhen he

‘Wes cummyn with hys gret menye

Ner to thé place, as I faid ar, 5
Qubar Scotts men arayit war,

He gert areft all hys bataill.

And othyr alfua to tak confaill,

Quhar thai wald herbery thaim that nycht ;

Or than but mar ga to the fycht. 10

The waward, that wyft na thing
Off this areft, na hys duelling,
Raid to the Park all ftraucht thair way,
Forowtyn ftynting, in gud aray.

And quhen the King wyft that thai wer 1§
In hale bataill, cummand fa ner,

Hys
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Hys bataill gert he weill aray,

He raid apon a litill palfray,

Laucht ; and joly arayand

Hys bataill, with an ax in hand. 20
And on hys baffinet he bar

An hat off tyre aboune ay quhar;

And tharapon, into taknyng,

Ane hey crown, that he wes king.

And quhenGrosysTER and HERFURD war, 2 5
With thair bataill, approachand ner,
Befor thaim all thar come rydand,
With helm on heid, and fper in hand,
Schyr HENRY THE BoUNE, the worthy,
‘That wes a wycht knycht, and a hardy; 230
And to the Erle off HERFURD cufyne
Armyt in armys gud and fyne;
Come on a fted, 2 bow-fchote ner,
Befor all othyr that thar wer.
And knew the King, for that he faw 35
Hym fwa rang hys men on raw;
And by the crown, that wes fet
Alfua apon hys baflynet.
And towart hym he went in hy. .
And the KinNG fua apertly o

Ver. 18. Editions read :
Himfelf rade on a gray palfray.
*Phis palfrey, or litde horfe, Robert only ufed in arraying
his army, becaufe more managesble than a wer-horfe,

© Wer. 29. Sir Henry de Bohun,

Saw
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Saw hym com, forouth all hys fers,

In hy till hym the horfs he flers.

And quhen Schyr HenrY faw the K1NG
Cum on, forowtyn abayfing,

Till hym he raid in full gret hy,

He thoucht that he fuld weill lychdly
Wyn hym, and haf hym at hys will,
Sen he hym horfyt faw fa ill.

Sprent thai famyn intill a ling.

Schyr HENRY myffit the nobill Kina.
And HE, that in hys fterapys ftud,
With the ax, that wes hard and gud,
With fa gret mayn raucht hym a dynt,
That nothyr hat na helm mycht ftynt
The hewy dufche, that he hym gave,
That neir the heid till the harnys clave.
The hand-ax fchaft frufchyt in twas
And he doun to the erd gan ga

All flatlynys, for hym faillyt mycht.
This wes the fyrft ftrak off the fycht,
That wes performyft douchtely.

And quhen the K1NG’s men fa floutly
Saw hym, rycht at the fyrft meting,
Forowtyn dout or abayfing,

Haiff flayne a knycht, fa at a ftrak,

Sic hardyment tharat gan thai tak,
That thai come on rycht hardely.
Quhen Inglismen faw thaim fa ftoutly

4

50

55

6o

bs

Ver, 49. Thcy_[};'axg forward at once, in full and frait

career,

-’

Cum
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Cum on, thai had gret abayfing :

And fpecially for that the King

Sa fmertly that gud knycht has flayne;
‘That thai withdrew thaim euirilkane ;
And durft not ane abyd to fycht:

Sa dreid thai for the KING’s mycht.

And quhen the KiNG’s men thaim fa
Swa in hale bataill thaim withdraw,
A gret fchout till thaim gan thai mak.
And thai in hy tuk all the bak;
And thai that folowit thaim has flane
Sum off thaim that thai haf ourtane.
Bot thai wer few, forfuth to fay,
Thair horfs’ fete had all away.
Bot, how fa quhoyne deyt thar,
Rebutyt foulily thai war ;
And raid thair gait, with weill mar fchame
Be full fer than thai come fra hame.

Quhen that the King reparyt was,
That gert hys men all leve the chas,
The lords off hys cumpany
Blamyt hym, as thai durft, gretumly,
That he hym put in awentur,

To mete fa ftyth a knycht, and ftur,

In fic poynt as he then wes fene.

For thai faid weill, it mycht haiff bene
Caufe off thair tynfaill euir ilkane.

The K1NG anfuer has maid thaim nane.
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| Bot menyt hys hand-ax fchaft fua
. Wes with the ftrak brokyn in twa.
The Erle Tuomas wes yeit fechtand
With fayis apon ayther hand, 100
And off thaim a quantité :
Bot wery wes hys men and he.
The quheyr with wapynys fturdely
Thai thaim defendyt manlily ;
Quubill that the DowGLas come ner, 105
That fped hym on gret maner.
And Inglifmen, that war fechtand,
Quhen thai the DowcLAs faw nerhand
Thai wandyft, and maid an opyning.
James off Dowcras, be thair relyng, 110
Knew that thai war difcomfyt ner :
Than bad thaim, that with hym wer,
Stand ftill, and prefs na furthyr mar.
¢ For thai that yondre fechtand ar,”
He faid, “ ar off fa gret bounté, 115
& That thair fayis weill fone fall be
« Difcomfyt, throw thair awne mycht,
¢ Thouch na man help thaim for to fycht.
¢ And come we now to the fechting,
« Quhen thai ar at difcomfyting, 120
¢ Men fuld fay we thaim frufchyt had ;
% And fwa fuld thai, that cafs has mad

Yer. 97. An unaffeéted ftroke of heroifm t
“ With
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« With gret trawaill and hard fechting,
« Lofs a part off thair lowing.

« And it war fyne to lefs thair pryfs,

¢ That off fa fouerane bounté is ;

% And he, throw plane and hard fechting,
¢« Has her efchewyt unlikly thing.

¢ He fall haff that he wonyn has,”
The Erle with that, that fechtand was,
Quhen he hys fayis faw brawland fua,
In hy apon thaim gan he ga:

And preflyt hym fa wondre faft

With hard ftrakys, quhill at the laft
Thai fled that durft abid na mar.

Bath horfs and men flane left thai thar;
And held thair way, in full gret hy,
Not altogyddyr bot fyndryly.

And thai that war ourtane war flayn 3
The lave went till thair oft agayn,

Off thair tynfaill fary and wa.

The Erle, that had hym helpyn fwa,
And hys als, that war wery,

Hynt off thair baffynetts in hy,

‘Till awent thaim, for thai war wate,
Thai war all helyt into fwate.

Thaim femyt men, forfuth Ik hycht,
That had fadyt thair force in fycht;
And fwa did thai full douchtely.

Thai fand off all thair cumpany

an,

12§
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ere 1445 345. They took off their helmets, to have freth

That
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* That thar was bot a yuman flayne.
- And lowyt God : and wes full fayne,
| And blyth, that thai efchapyt fwa.
Towart the KinG than gan thai ga.
And till hym weill fone cummyn ar, 15%
He wyttyt at thaim off thair far;
And gladfum cher to thaim mad,
For thai fa weill thaim borne had.
Than all preflyt into gret daynté
The Erle off MURREFF for to fe 3 160
For hys hey worfchip, and gret walour,
All yarnyt to do hym honour.
Sa faft thai ran to fe hym thar,
That ner all famyn aflemblit ar.

And quhen the gud King gan thaim fe 16§
Befor him fwa affemblyt be; '
Blyth and glad, that thair fayis war
Rabutyt apon fic maner;

A litill quhill he held hym ftill ; .
Syne on this wyfs he faid hys will. . . 130

Ver. 155, 156. The MS. by a miftake arifing from an’
omiffion, in a tranfcript of two columns, being taken into:
the wrong column, here inferts lines 369, 170,

A litill quhill he held hym ftill 3

Syne on this wyfs he faid hys will.
But they are quite foreign to this paflage; and the editions
rightly place them before the fpeech of Robert,

¢« Lordings,
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« Lordings, we aucht to love and luff
« Almychty God, that fitts abuff,
« That fends us.fa fayr beginnyng.
& Tt is a gret difcomforting.
« Till our fayis, that on this wyfs 178
¢« Sa fone has bene rabutyt twifs.
“ For quhen thai off thair oft fall her,
“ And knaw futhly on quhat manner
¢ Thair waward, that wes fa ftout;
¢ And fyne yone othyr joly rout, 1Fo
& That I trow off the beft men war,
¢ That thai mycht get amang thaim thar,
« War rabutyt fa fedanly ;
« I trow, and knawis it full clerly;
¢ That mony a hart fall wawerand be, 185
% That femyt er off gret bounté.
“ And, fra the hart be difcumfyt,
% The body is not worth a myt.
% Tharfor I trow that gud ending
<. Sall folow till our begynnyng. 190
“ And quheyr I fay not this yow till,
¢ For that ye fuld folow my will
« To fycht: bot in yow all fall be.
% For giff yow thinks fpeidfull that we
“ Fecht; we fall : and, giff ye will, 19§
“ We leve; your liking to fulfill,

Ver. 371. To love or lofe is to praife; kf, lass. Belg.
et Il. To Ixffis to levs.
Ver, 393. That is, ¢ but all this fhall be as you chufe,’
“I@al

e TW——— = L
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I full confent, on all kyn wyls,
“ To do, rycht as ye will dewyfs.
‘¢ Tharfor fayis off your will planly.”
And with a woce than gan thai cry:
¢ Gud King | forowtyn mar delay,
¢ To morne¢ alfone as ye fe day,
€ Ordane yow hale for the bataill ;
€ For doute of dede we fall not faill,
€ Na na payn fall refufyt be,
® Quhill we haiff maid our cuntré fre !

Quhen the KinG had hard fa manlily
“Thai fpak to fechting, and fa hardely,
In hart gret glaidfchaip gan he ta,

And faid, « Lordings, fen ye will fua,
« Schaip we us tharfor in the mornyng,
« Swa that we, be the fone ryfing,

« Haff herd mefs ; and bufkyt weill
“Ilk man intill hys awn efchell,

¢ Without the pailyownys, arayit

& In bataillis, with baners difplayit.

« And luk. ye na wyfs brek aray. -

¢ And, as ye luff me, I yow pray

& That ilk man for hys awne honour,
¢ Purway hym a gud baneour.

¢ And, quhen it cumys to the fycht,
% Jlk man fet hart, will, and mycht,

129

‘200

20§

210

21§

220

Ver. a10. This long fpeech of the king’s is far from being
- void of martial eloquence, and peculiarly adapted to the time,

and to the hearers,

- VOL. II- K

“« To
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“ To ftynt our fayis’ mekill prid.

¢ On horfs thai will arayit rid ;

“ And cum on yow in full gret hy.

“ Mete thaim with fpers hardely.

¢ And think than on the mekill ill,

« That thai and thairs has done us till ;
¢ And ar in will yeit for to do, '
¢ Giff thai hafs mycht to cum tharto.
® And certs me think weill that ye

« Forowt abayfing aucht to be

¢ Worthy, and off gret waflelags.

¢ For we haiff thre gret awantags.

¢ The fyrft is, that we haiff the rycht;
¢ And for the rycht ay God will fycht,
¢ The tothyr is, that thai cummyn ar,
 For lyppynnyng off thair gret powar,
« To fek us in our awne land ;

¢ And has broucht her, rycht till our hand,
% Ryches into fa gret quantité,

® That the powereft off yow fall be

¢« Bath ryche, and mychty tharwithall,

« Giff that we wyne, as weill may fall.
¢ The thred is, that we for our lyvys,

"% And for our childre, and for our wywis,
S And for owr fredome, and for our land,
¢ As ftrenyeit into bataill ftand.
¢ And thai, for thair mycht anerly,

“ And for thai lat off us leychtly,
“ And for.thai wald deftroy us all,
¢ Maifs thaim to fycht: bot yeit may fall
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“ That thai fall rew thair barganyng.

“ And certs I warne yow off a thing

«‘That happyn thaim as God forbed

 That deyt on roid for mankyn heid !

« That thai wyn us opynly,

% Thai fall off us haf na merey.

% And, fen we knaw thair feloun will,

@ Methink it fuld accord to fkill,

“ To fet ftoutnes agayne felony 3

“ And mak fa gat a juperty.

“ Qubarfor I yow requer, and pray,

“ That with all your mycht, that you may,

® Ye prefs yow at the beguining,

“ Bot cowardyfs ot abayfing,

. % To mete thaim at thair fyrft affemble

¢ Sa ftoutly that the henmaift tremble.

% And menys off your gret manheid,

“ Your worlfchip, and your douchty dﬂd 5

® And off the joy that we abid,

« Giff that us fall, as weill may tid,

 Hap to wencufs this gret bataill.

“ In your handys without fayle

@ Ye ber honour, price, and riches 3

“ Fredome, welthy and blythnes ;

“ Giff ye contene ye manlily, -

“ And the contrar all halyly

“ Sall fall, giff ye lat cowardyfs

% And wykkytnes yow fuppnfs.

“Ye mycht haf lewyt into threldome,

* Bot,-for ye yarnyt till haff fredome,
K2
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& Ye ar affemblyt her with me,

« Tharfor is nedfull that ye be

¢« Worthy and wycht, but abayfing. 285
« And I warne yow weill off a thing ;

¢ That mar meyfcheiff may fall us nane,

¢ Than in thair handys to be tane:

¢ For thai {uld flaw us I wate weill

& Rycht as thai did my brothyr NxLx. 290
« Bot quhen I mene off your ftoutnes,

¢ And off the mony gret prowes,

¢ That ye haf doyne fa worthely ;

« | traift, and trowis fekyrly,

« To have plane wiGour in this fycht. 295
« For thouch our fayis haff mekill mycht,

« Thai haf the wrang, and fuccudry,

“ And cowartyfs of fenyowry,

« Amowys thaim forowtyn mor.

& Na us thar dreid thaim, bot befor ; 300
« For ftrenth off this place, as ye fe,

« Sall let us enweronyt to be.

« And I pray yow als fpecially,

¢ Bath mar and les commonaly,

« That nane off yow for gredynes 30§
« Haff ey to tak off thair ryches;

¢ Na prifoners for to ta; '

% Quhill ye fe thaim contreryt fa,

Ver. 300. Thatis, ¢ Nor can we have any caufe to appre.
Pend their attacking us,-but in front:* the ground wis fc
well chofen, . ’

. % That

(3]
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% And Ik hycht her in leauté,

B U K E XII.

% That the feld anerly yowrs be.
“And than, at your liking, may ye
“Tak all the ryches that thar is.

¥ Giff ye will wyrk apon this wyfs,
“ Ye fall haiff wiour fekyrly.

%1 wate not quhat mar fay fall I.
 Bot all wate ye quhat honour is;
« Contene thaim on fic awifs,

% Fhat your honour ay favyt be.

¢ Giff ony deys in this bataille,
“ Hys ayr, but ward, releff, or taile,

* “On the fyrft day fall weld;

¢ All be he neuir fa young off eld,

“ Now makys yow redy for to fycht.
% God help us, that is maift off mycht!
%I rede armyt all nycht that we be,
“ Purwayit in bataill fwa, that we

% To mete our fayis ay be boune.”
Than anfueryt thai all, with a foune,
¢ As ye dewifs all fall be done.’
Than till thair innys went thai fone s
And ordanyt thaim for the fechting.
Syne aflemblyt in the ewynyng,

And fwa gat all the nycht bad thai,
Till on the morn that it wes day,

Quhen the CLYFFURD, as I faid ar,
And all bys rout, rabutyt war;
. K3
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And thair gret waward alfua,
War diftrenyeit the bak to ta;
And ‘thai had tauld thair rebuting,
Thai off the wawasd, how the KinG T
Slew at a ftrak, fa apertly, '
A knycht, that wycht wes and hardy ;
And how all hale the King’s bataill
Schup thaim rycht ftoutly till affaill ;
And Schyr Epuuarp the Bruce alfua; g4
Quhen thai all hale the bak gan ta;
And how thaj left off thair men,
And CLYFFURD had tauld al{ua then,
How THoMAs RANDALL tuk the plane,
With a few folk ; and how wes flane 359
Schyr GiLyamMe DAINECOURT the worthy,
And how the Erle faucht manly,
That, as ane hyrchoune, all hys rout
Gert fet owt fpers all about ;
And how that thai war put agayne, 358
And part off thair gud men flayne.
The Inglis fik abayfing
Tuk, and fik dreid off that tithyng,
That in fyve hundre plaes and ma
Men mycht fe famyn routand gaj 360
Sayand, « Our lords, for thair mycht,
¢« Will allgate fycht agane the rycht.
¢ Bot quhafa werrayis wrangwyfly,
« Thai fend God all to gretummly.
¢ And thaim mycht happyn to mysfall. 363
¢ And fwa may tid that her we fall.”
And
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And quhen thair lordys had perfawing
OfF difcumfort, and rownayng,
That thai held famyn twa and twa ;
Throw out the oft than gart thai ga 379
Heralds, to mak a crye,
That nane difcomfort fuld be;
For in punye is oft happyne
Quhile for to wyn, and quhill to tyne, :
And that into the gret bataille, 375
That apon na maner may faill.
Bot giff the Scotts fley thair way,
Sall all amendyt be perfay.
Tharfor thai monyft thaim to be
Off gret worfchip, and off bounté ; 380
And ftoutly in the bataill ftand,
And tak amendys at thair hand,

-Thai may weill monyfs as thai will:
And thai may hecht als to fulfill,
With ftalwart hart, thair bidding all. 385
Bot not forthy I trow thai fall '
Intill thair harts dredand be.
The King, with hys cunfaill privé,
Has tane to rede, that he wald noucht
Fecht or the morne, that he war foucht. 360
Tharfor thai herberyd thaim that nycht
Doune in the Kers. And gert all dycht,
And maid redy thair apparaill
Agayne the morne, for the bataill,

K4 ~ And,
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And, for in the Kers pulis war, 395
Houfis thai brak, and thak bar,

To mak bryggs, quhar thai mycht pafs. -

And fum fayis yeit the folk that was

In the caftell quhen nycht gan fall, -
For that thai knew the meyfcheiff all, 400
Thai went full ner all that thai war,

And durs and wyndowis with thaim bar

Swa that thai had, befor the day,

Briggit the puls ; {wa that thai

‘War paflyt our ilkane all hale, 403
Arayit intill thair apparaill,

The Scottfmen, quhen it wes day,

Thair mes devotly gert thai fay.
Syne tuk a fop: and maid thaim yar.
And quhen thai all affemblyt war; 410
And in thair bataillis all purwayit,
With thair braid baners all difplayit,
Thai maid knychts ; as it affers
To men that ufys thais myfters.
The KinG maid WALTRE STEWART knycht ;
And JaMEs off DowGLAs, that wes wycht: 416
And othyrs als off gret bounté
He maid, ilk ane in thair degre.

Ver. 395. Pulis are pools.

Ver. 403. The day of the battle of Bannocburn, 24th June,

3314. A plan of this battel may be found in Nimmo's hif-
tory of Stirlingthire,

Ver. 409. A fop is a flight meal, probably of Scotifh po-
tage, oat-meal and water boiled,
: . Quhen
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Qubken this wes doyne, that I yow fay,
T hai went all furth in gud aray:
And tuk the plane full apertly.

Mony gud man, wycht and hardy,
That war fulfillyt off gret bounté,
Intll thaife routs men mycht fe,

“The Inglis men, on othyr party,
That as angelis fchane brychtly,
‘War not arayit on fic maner :

For all thair bataills famyn wer

In a fchilthrum. Bot quheythir it was
Throw the gret ftretnes off the place
That thai war in, to bid fechting ;

Or that it wes for abayfing ;

I wate not. But in a fcheltrum

It femyt thai war all and fum;
Owtane the awaward anerly,

That rycht with a gret cumpany,

Be thaim felwyn, arayit war.

Quha had bene by mycht haff fene thar
That folk ourtak a mekill feld

137

420

425

430

435

On breid; quhar mony a fchynand fcheld, 440

And mony a burnyft brycht armur,
And mony man off gret walur,
Mycht in that gret fcheltrum be fene;
And mony a brycht baner and fchene.

Ver. 429. From Hearnc's Robert of Gloucefter it appears

that a Biltrum is an hoft ranged in a round form.

And
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And quhen the King off Ingland %443
Baw the Scotts fa tak on hand,
‘T'akand the hard feld opynly,
And apon fute, be had ferly ;
And faid, « Qubhat! will yone Scatts fycht?*’
- ¢ Ya fekyrly !’ faid a knycht, 450
(Schyr INcRAME the UMPHRAWEILL hat he,
And faid) ¢ Forfuth now, Schyr, I fe,
¢ It is the maft ferlyfull {ycht
¢ That euir I faw, quhen for to fycht
¢ The Scotts men haft tane on hand : 455
¢ Agayne the mycht off Ingland,
¢ In plane hard feld, to giff bataill.
¢ Bot, an ye will trow my cunfaill,
¢ Yow fall difcomfyt thaim lychtly.
¢ Withdrawis yow hyne fedanly, 460
¢ With bataillis, and with penownys,
¢ [Quhyle that we pas owr paliounys;]
¢ And ye fall fe alfone that thai,
¢ Magre thair lordys, fall brak aray,
¢ And fcaile thaim our harnayis to ta. = 465
€ And, quhen we fee thaim fcailyt fua,
¢ Prik we than on thaim hardely,
¢ And we fall haff thaim weill lychtly.
¢ For than fall nane be knyt to fycht,
¢ That may withftand your mekill mycht.” 470
% I will not,” faid the King, ¢ perfay,
# Do fa: for thar fall na man fay

- Ver, 462, Wanting in MS,
« That
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& ‘That I fall efchew the batajll,
¢ Na withdraw me for fic rangaile.”

Qubhen this wes faid, that er faid I, 475
The Scotts men commonnaly
Knelyt all doun, to God to pray.
And a fchort prayer thar maid thai
To God, to help thaim in that fycht.
And quhen the Inglis King had fycht 480
Off thaim kneland, he faid in hy,
s¢ Yone folk knele to afk mercy.”
Schyr INGRABAME faid, ¢ Ye fay futh now.
¢ Thai atk mercy: but nane at yow.
¢ For thair trefpas to God thai cry. 485
¢ I tell yow a thing fykyrly,
¢ That yone men will all wyn or de,
¢ For doute off dede thai fall not fle,”
@ Now be it fa than!” faid the King.
And than, but langar delaying, 490
Thai gert trump till the aflemblé,
On aythir fid men mycht than fe
Mony a wycht man, and worthy,
Redy to do chewalry,

Thus war thai boune on aythir fid, 495
And Inglifmen, with mekill prid,
T hat war intill thair awaward,
To the bataill that Schyr EpuvarDp
Gouernyt and led, held ftraucht thair way.
‘The horfs with fpurs hardynyt thai ; 500
And prykkyt apon thaim fturdely ;
And thai met thaim rycht hardyly, s
- wa
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Swa that, at thair affemble thar,

Sik a frufching off {pers war, ,
That fer away men mycht it her, 505
That at that meting forowtyn wer.

War fteds ftykyt mony ane;

And mony a gud man borne doune and flane ;
And mony hardy men, and douchty,

Wes thar efchewyt for hardely, 510
Thai dang on othyr with wapnys fer,

Sum off the horfs, that ftekyt wer,

Rufchyt, and relyt rycht rudlye.

Bot the remanand not forthy,

That mycht come to the aflembling, 515
For that let maid na ftynting.

Bot affemblyt full hardely ;

And thai met thaim full fturdyly,

With fpers that war {charp to {cher,

And axys that weill groundyn wer ; 520
Quharwith wes roucht mony a rout.

‘The fechting wes thar fa fele and ftout,

That mony a worthy man, and wycht,

"Throw forfs wes fellyt in that fycht,

That had na mycht to ryfs agane. 525
The Scottsmen faft gan thaim payne.

Thair fayis mekill mycht to frufch,

I trow thai fall na payn refufe,

Na perill, quhill thair fayis be

Set in weill hard perplexité, 530
And quhen the Erle off MURREFF fwa

Thair waward faw, fa ftoutly, ga

The way to Schyr EDuuARD all ftraucht,

That met thaim with full mekill maucht;
He
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He held hys way, with hys baner,
To the gret rout quhar famyn wer
The nyne bataills, that war fa braid ;
‘That fa fele baners with thaim haid,
And off men fwa gret quantité,
That it war wondre for to fe.

The gud Erle thyddyr tuk the way
‘With hys bataill, in gud aray.
And aflemblyt fa hardely,
That men mycht her, that had bene by,
A gret frufch off the fpers that braft :
For thair fayis aflemblit faft,
That on fteds, with mekill prid,
Come prikkand, as thai wald ourrid
‘The Erle, and all hys cumpany.
Bot thai met thaim fa fturdely,
That mony off thaim till erd thai bar,
For mony a fted wes ftekyt thar;
And mony gud man fellyt undre fet,
‘That had na hap to ryfs up yete.
Thar mycht men fe a hard bataill,
And fum defende, and fum affaile ;
And mony a reale romble rid
Be roucht, thar apon aythir fid ;
Quhill throw the byrnyfs bryft the blud,
That till erd doune firemand yhude.
The Erle of MURREFF, and hys men,
Sa ftoutly thaim contenyt then,
That thai wan place, ay mar and mar,
On thair fayis; quheyr thai war
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Ay ten for ane, or mar, perfay ; [1:71
Swa that it femyt weill that thai ‘

War tynt, amang fa gret menye,

As thai war plungyt in the fe.

And quhen the Inuglis men has fene

The Erle, and all hys men, bedene $70
Faucht fa ftoutly, but effraying,

Rycht as thai had nane abayfing ;

Thaim preflyt thai with all thair mycht.

And thai, with fpers and fuerds brycht,

And axis that rycht {charply fchar, 57%
Ymydds the wefage, met thaim thar.

Thar mycht men fe a ftalwart ftour ;

And mony men off gret walour,

With fpers, mafes; and knyffs,

And othyr wapynys, wyflyllyt thair lyvis: 588
Swa that mony fell doune all dede.

The greyfs woux with the blud all reid.

The Erle, that wycht wes and worthy,

And hys men, faucht fa manlily,

That quhafa had fene thaim that day, s8¢
I trow forfuth that thai fuld fay

That thai fuld do thair dewor wele,

Swa that thair fayis fuld it fele,

THE END OF BUKZER XII

THE
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OUHEN thir twa fyrft bataills wer ¢
Aflemblyt, as I faid yow er, '
The STEWART, WALTRE that then was,
And the gud Lord als off DowGLas,
In a bataill, quhen that thai faw

‘The Erle, forowtyn dreid or aw,
Aflembill with hys cumpany

On all that folk fa fturdely,
. For till help thaim thai held thair way.
And thair bataill, in gud aray,

"Thai affemblyt fa hardyly

Befid the Erle, a littill by,

That thair fayis feld thair cumyn weille.
For with wapynys ftalwart of ftele

Thai dang apon, with all thair mycht,
Thair fayis refawyt wele, Ik hycht,

With fwerds, fpers, and with mafe.

‘The bataill thair fa feloun was,

And fwa rycht gret fpilling of blud,
That on the erd the flouflis ftud.

Vou. II, L
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The Scottsmen fa weill thaim bar,
And fwa gret flauchter maid thai thar,
And fra fa fele the lyvis rewyt,

That all the feld bludy wes lewyt.

Thit tyme thir thre bataills wer,
All fid be fyd, fechtand weill ner,
Thar mycht men her mony dint,

And wapynys apon armurs ftynt.

And fe tumble knychts, and fteds;

And mony rych and reale weds
Defoullyt foully undre fete.

Sum held on loft; fum tynt the fnet.

A lang quhill thus fechtand thai war ;
That men na noyis mycht her thar,

Men hard noucht, but granys ; and dynts
That flew fyr, as men flayis on flynts.
Thai faucht ilkane fa egrely,

That thai maid na noyis na cry,

Bot dang on othyr at thdir mycht,

With wapnys that war burnyft brycht,
‘The arowys alfua thyk thar flaw,

That thai mycht fay weill, that thaim faw,
That thai a hydwyfs {chot gan ma:

For quhar thai fell, Ik undreta,

Thai left, eftre thaim, taknyng

That fall ned; as I trow, leching.

The Inglis archers fchot fa faft,
That mycht thair fchot haff ony laft,
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It had bene hard to Scottfmen.

Bot King ROBERT, that wele gan ken, 50
That thair archers war peralloufi,

And thair fchot rycht hard and grewoufsy
Ordanyt, forowth the affemblé

Hys marfchell, with a gret menye,
Fyve hundre armyt into ftele, [
‘That on lycht horfs war horfyt weille,
For to pryk amang the archers ;
And fwa affaile thaim with thair fpers,
‘That thai na layfer haiff till fchute.

Fhis marifchell that Ik of mute, LT
That Schyr RoBErT off KxYTH was cauld, -
As Ik befor her has yow tauld,
Quhen he faw the bataills fwa

Aflembill, and togyddir ga,

And faw the archers {choyt ftoutly; 6s
With all thaim off hys cumpany,

In hy apon thaim gan he rid.

And ourtuk thaim at 2 fid;

And rufchyt amang thaim fi rudly,

Stekand thaim fa difpitoutly, 70
And in fic fufown berand doune,

And flayand thaim, forowtyn ranfoun ;

That thai thaim fcalyt cuirilkane, -

And fra that tyme furth thar wes nane

That affemblyt fchot to ma. 7%
Quhen Scotts archers faw that thai fua

War rebutyt, thai woux hardy,

And with all thair mycht fchot egrely

L2 Amang
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Amang the horfs-men, that thair raid ;

And wounds wyd to thaim thai maid: 80
And flew off thaim a full gret dele.

‘Thai bar thsim-hardely and wele,

For fra thair fayis archers war

Scalit, as I faid.till yow ar, '

That ma na thai wer, be gret thing; 8s
Swa that thai' dreid not thair fchoting,

Thai woux fa hardy, that thaim thoucht

‘Thai fuld fet all thair fayis at noucht,

The meri{chell, and hys cumpany,
Was yheit, as to yow er faid I, 90
Amang the archers, qubar thai maid
‘With fpers rowme, qubar that thai raid ;
And flew all that thai mycht ourta,
And thai weill lychtly mycht do fua:
For thai had noucht a ftrak to ftynt, - 95
Na for till hald agayne a dynt.
And agayne armyt men to fycht
May nakyt men haiff litill mycht,
“Thai fcalyt thaim on fic maner,
That fum to thair gret bataill wer 100
Withdrawyn thaim, in full gret hy
And fum war fled all utrely.

Bot the folk that behind thaim was,
That for thair awne folk had na fpace,

Ver. 85. Thatis, ¢ that were more (numitrous) than they
(the Scon(h archers).’
Yheyt
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Yheyt to cum to the affembling,

On agayne fmertly gan thai ding,

The archers that thai met fleand, .

That then war maid fa recreand,

That thair harts war tynt clenly,

I trow thai fall not fchute gretly

The Scotts men with fchote, that day.

And the gud KiNG RoBERT, that ay

Was fellyt off full gret bounté,

Saw how that hys bataills thre

Sa hardely aflemblyt thar, -

And fa weill in the fycht thai bar;

And fwa faft on thair fayis gan ding,

That hym thoucht nane had abayfing ;

And how the archers war fcalyt then ;

He wes all blyth. And till hys men

Hef aid, “ Lordings, now luk that yé
Worthy, and off gud cowyne be,

« At thys affemble, and hardy.

¢ And affembill a fturdely

¢« That nathing may befor yow ftand.

¢ Our men ar {a frefchly fechtand

& That thai thair fayis has grathyt fua,

¢ That be thai preflyt, Ik undreta,

<« A litill fayfter, ye fall fe

¢ That thai difcomfyt fone fall be,”

Ver. 130. Editions add fourteen lines,
Now go we on them fo hardily,
And ding on them fo doughtily,
L
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Quhen this wes faid, thai held thair way,
And on ane feld affemblyt thai
Sa ftoutly, that at thair cummyng
Thair fayis war rufchyt a gret thing.
Thar mycht men fe men felly fyche;
And men, that worthy war and wycht,
Do mony worthy waflellage.
Thai faucht, as thai war in a rage.
For quhen the Scotts archery
Saw thair fayis fa fturdely
Stand into bataill, thaim agayne;
With all thair mycht, and all thair mayne,
Thai layid on, as men out off wyt.
And quhar thai, with full ftrak, mycht hyt,
Thar mycht na armur ftynt thair firak.
‘Thai to fruchyt that thi mycht ourtak.

‘That they may feil at our coming

‘That we them hate in meikle thing,

For great caufe they have us made,

‘That occupied our lands brade;

And put all to fubjection.

Your goods they made all theirs common,

" Our kin and fiiends, for thair awn,

Difpiteoufly hanged and drawn :

And would deftroy us, if they might,

But I trow God, through his forefight,’

‘This day has granted us his grace

To wrek us on thaim in this place.
They are certainly better out: and it is fufpetted tt
author had at firft inferted them, but upon an after re
perceiving the fpeech too lang for the occafion, bad cai
them, as they are got in the MS,
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And with axys fuch dufches gave,

That thai helmys, and heds, clave.

And thair fayis rycht hardely

Met thaim, and dang on thaim douchtely, 150
With wapynys that war ftyth off ftele,

Thar wes the bataill ftrekyt weill.

Sa gret dyn thar wes off dynts,
As wapynys apon armur ftynts ;

Arid off fpers fa gret brefting ; 155§
And fic thrang, and fic thryfting ;

Sic gyrnyng, granyng ; and fa gret ' .
A noyis, as thai gan othyr beit:

And enfenyeys on ilka fid:

Gewand, and takand, wownds wid: 360
That it wes hidwyfs for to her. ‘

All four thair batajlls with that wer

Fechtand, in a frount halyly.

A mychty God! how douchtely

Schyr Epuuarnp the BRUCE, and hys men, 16§
Amang thair fayis contenyt thaim then !
Fechtand in fa gud cowyne,

Sa hardy, worthy, and fa fyne,

That thair waward rufchyt was;

And, maugre thairis, left all the place: 170
And till thair gret rout, to warand,

Thai went ; that tane had apon hand

Sa gret anoy, that thai war effrayit,

For Scotts, that thaim hard affaiyt ;

That than war.in a fchiltrum all. 175
Quha hapnyt into that fycht to fall,

L4 Itrow
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1 trow agayne he fuld not ryfs,

Thar mycht men fe, on mony wyfs,

Hardements efchewit douchtely :

And mony, that wycht war and hardy, 18a
Sone liahd undre fete all dede ;

Quhar all the feld off blud wes rede.

Armys, and quhytyfs, that thai bar,

With blud wes fa defoulyt thar,

‘That thai mycht not defcryfit be, B -1
A mychty God ! quha then mycht fe

That STEWART, WALTRE, and hys rout,

And the gud DowGLas, that wes fa ftout,
Fechtand into that ftalwart flour;

He fuld fay that tjll all honour 199
Thai war worthy, that, in that fycht,

Sa faft preflyt thair fayis mycht,

That thaim rufchyt quhar thai yeid.

Thar men mycht fe mony a fteid

Fleand on ftray, that lord had nane. 19§
A Lord! quha then gud tent had tane

Till the gud Erle off MuRREFF,

And hys, that fa gret routs geff;

And faucht fa faft in that bataill,

Tholand fic paynys, and trawaill, 200
‘That thai and thairs maid fic debat,

That quhar thai come thai maid thaim gat.

Ver. 183. Qubytys are coats : the word is disfigured by ap
odd orthography. - ‘ '

Thar
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Thar mycht men her enfeynyeis cry :

And Scotts men cry bardely,

% On thaim | On thaim ! On thaim | Thai faile I’
With that fa hard thai gan affaile, 206
And flew all that thai mycht ourta,

And the Scotts archers alfua

Schot amang thaim fa deleuerly,

Engrewand thaim fa gretumly, 210
That quhat for thaim, that with thaim faucht,
That {wa gret rowts to thaim raucht,

And preflyt thaim full egrely;

And quhat for arowis, that fellonly

Mony gret wounds gan thaim ma, 21§
And flew faft off thair horfs alfua;

That thai wandyft a Jitill wei.

Thai dreid fa gretly than to dey,

That thair cowyn wes wer and wer :

For thai, that fechtand with thaim wer, 220
Set hardement, and ftrenth, and will,

And hart, and corage als, thartill ;

And all thair mayne, and al] thair mycht,

To put thaim fully to the flycht,

In this tyme, that I tell off her, 225
At that bataill, on this maner,
Wes ftrykyn, on ayther pirty
That war fechtand enforcely ;
Yomen, and fwanys, and pitaill,
That in the Park yemyt widaill, 230
War
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War left ; quhen thai wyft but lefing
That thair lords with full fychtyng
On thair fayis affemblyt war ;

Ane off thair felwyn that war thar
Capitane off thaim all thai maid.

And fchets, that war fum dele braid,
Thai feftnyt infteid off baners,

Apon lang treys and fpers.

And faid that thai wald fe the fycht ;
And help thair lords at thair mycht,
Quhen her till all affentyt wer,

In a rout affemblit er,

Fyften thowfand thai war, or ma.
And than in gret hy gan thai ga,
With thair baners, all in a rout,

As thai had men bene ftyth and ftout.
Thai come, with all that affemblé,
Rycht quhill thai mycht the bataill fe;
Than all at anys thai gave a cry,

% Sla!fla! Apon thaim haftily!”
And tharwith all cummand war thai :
Bot thai war wele fer yete away.

And Inglis men, that rufchyt war
Throw forfs off fycht, as I faid ar,
Quhen thai faw cummand, with fic a cry,
Towart thaim fic a cumpany,

That thaim thoucht weill als mony war,
As that wes fechtand with thaim thar;
And thai befor had not thaim fene ;
Than wit ye weill, withowtyn wene,

23§

245

#50

25%

260
Thai
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Thai war abayfit {2 gretumly,

That the beft and the maift hardy,
That war intill thair oft that day,
Wald with thair mentk haf bene away,

The King RoBerT, be thair relying,
8aw thai war ner at difcomfiting,
And hys enfenye gan hely cry.

‘Than, with thaim off hys cumpany,
Hys fayis he preflyt fa faft that day,
Thai wer intill fa gret effray,

‘That thai left place, ay mar and mar,
For all the Scottfmen that thar war,
Quhen thai faw thaim efchew the fycht,
Dang on thaim with all thair mycht,
That thai fcalyt thaim in troplys fer ;
And till difcomfitur war ner,

And fum off thaim fled all planly.
Bot thai, that wycht war and hardy,
That fchame lettyt to ta the flycht,
At gret myfcheiff mantenyt the fycht;
And ftythly in the ftour gan ftand.
And quhen the King off Ixgland

Saw hys men fley, in fyndry place,
And faw hys fayis rout, that was
Worthyn fa wycht, and 2 hardy, -
‘That all hys folk war halyly

Sa ftonayit, that thai had na mych¢
To ftynt thair fayis in the fycht;

155

265

270

275
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He wes abayfit fa gretumly,

That he, and hys cumpany,

Fyve hundre, armyt all at rycht,

Intill a frufch all tok the flycht ;

And to the caftell held thair way.

And yheit haiff Ik hard fom men fay,
That off WALLENCE Schyr Aymer,
When he the feld faw wencuflyt ner,
Be the reyngye led away the King,
Agayne hys will, fra the fechting,

And quhen Schyr GyLis the ARGENTE'
Saw the King thus, and hys menye,
Schap thaim to fley fa fpedely,

He come rycht to the King in hy,
And faid, “ Schyr, fen it is fua

# That ye thus gat your gat will ga,

« Hawys, gud day! For agayne will I,
« Yheit fled I neuir fekyrly.

% And I cheyls her to bid, and dey;

% Than for to lyve fchamly, and fley.”

Hys brydill, but mar abad,
He turnyt; and agayne he rad.
And on Epuuarp the Bruyss’ rout,
That wes fa fturdy, and fa ftout,
As dred off na kyn thing had he,
He prikyt ; cryand, ¢« The ARGENTE !
And thai with fpers fwa hym met,
And fwa fele fpers on hym fet,

190

295

305

315
That
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he and horfs war chargyt fwa,
: bathe till the erd gan ga.
in that place thar flayn wes he.
hys deid wes rycht gret pité, 320
wes the thrid beft Knycht, perfay,
at men wyft lewand in hys day.
: ded mony a fayr journy.
n Saryfynys thre derenyeys faucht he :
nd, intill ilk derenye off tha, 328
[e wencuflyt Saryfynys twa.

Hys gret worfchip tuk thar ending,
And fra Schyr AYMER with the King
Woes fled, wes nane that durft abid 3
Bot fled fcalyt on ilka fid. 330
And thair fayis thaim preflyt faft.

‘Thai war, to fay futh, fwa agaft,

And fled fa faft, rycht effrayitly,

‘That off thaim a full gret party

Fled to the watre off Ferth; and thar 335
‘The maift part off thaim drownyt war, .
And Bannok burne, betwix the brays, ’
Off men, off horfs, {wa ftekyt wais, .
‘That, apon drownyt horfs, and men,

Men mycht pafs dry outour it then, 3¢
And ladds, fwanys, and rangaill, -
Quhen thai faw wencuflyt the bataill,
Ran amang thaim; and fa gan fla,
As folk that na defens mycht ma,
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That war pitté for to fe. |
Ik hard neuir quhar, in na countré,

Folk at fwa gret myfcheiff war ftad.

On ane fid thai thair fayis had,

That flew thaim doun, forowtyn mercy:

And thai had, on the tothyr party, 3
Bannek burne, that fua cumbyrfum was,

For flyk and depnes for to pas,

That thar mycht nane outour it rid :

Thaim worthys, maugre thairs, abid.

Swa that fum flayne, fum drownyt, war ¢ 3
Mycht nane efchap that euir come thar, '
The quheyr mony gat away,

That ellys war fled as 1 fll fay.

* ‘The King, with thaim he with hym had,
In a rout till the caftell rad,
And wald haff bene tharin, for thai
Wyft not quhat gat to get away.
Bot PaiLip the MowsRAY faid hym till,
¢ The caftell, Schyr, is at your will.
¢ Bot cum ye in it, ye fall fe
¢ That ye fall fone aflegyt be.
¢ And thar fall nane off Ingland
¢ To mak yow refcourfs tak on hand.
¢ And, but refcours, may na caftell
¢ Be haldyn lang, ye wate this weill,

Ver, 358. That fled othetwife.
Ver. 360, Of Stirling,
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. ‘Tharfor comfort yow, and rely
‘Your men about yow rycht ftarkly s
‘ And halds about the Par# your way,
Rycht als fadly as ye may.
‘For I trow that nane fall haff mycht, 378
* That chaflys, with £ fele to fycht.’

And hys cunfaill thai haff doyne ;
And benewth the caftell went thai fone,
Rycht by the Round Table away;
And fyne the Park enweround thai 38a
And towart Lithkew held in hy,
Bot I trow thai fall haftily
Be conweyit with fik folk, that thai,
I trow, mycht fuffre weill away.
For Schyr James Lord off DowcLas 385
Come to the KingG, and afkyt the chace
And he gaff hym ity but abaid.
Bot all to few off horfs he haid :
He had not in hys rout fexty.
The quheyr he fped hym hattily 390
The way eftyr the King to ta.
Now lat hym on hys wayis ga3 '

Ver. 379. The Round Table is an artificial mount near
Stirling caftle. Chivalry, univerfal over Europe from the
twelfth century; fpred romantic names in moft countries. In
Britain Arthur’s fabulous exploits were predominant. Nim-
mo, in his hiftory of Stirlingfhire, mentions a round artificial
mount fill exifting in the gardens of Stirling caftle, and
feems rightly to imagine that it is here implied by Barbour.

: And
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And eftre this we fall weill tell
Qubat hym, intill the chace, befell.

Quhen the gret bataill on this wyf
Wes difcomfyt, as Ik dewyfs,
Quhar threty thoufand weill war ded,
Or drownyt in that ilk fled ;
And fum war intill hands tane;
And othyr fum thair gat war gane;
The Erle off HERFURD, fra the mellé;
Departyt with a gret mengye;
And ftraucht to Bothwell tok the way,
‘That than in the Inglifs mennys fay
Wes, and haldyn as place off wer.
Schyr WALTRE GILBERTSON wes ther
Capitane, and it had in ward.
The Erle of HEREFURD thyddyrward
Held, and wes tane in, our the wall ;
And fyfty off hys men with all ;
And fet in houfiis fyndryly
Swa that thai had thar na miftry.
‘The lave went towart Jngland.
Bot off that rout, I tak on hand,
‘The thre parts war flane or tane.
‘The lave with gret payn hame ar gane.

Schyr MAwRIcE alfua the BErcLAY
Fra the gret bataill held hys way,
With a gret rout off #alis men.
Qubhareuir thai yeid men mycht thaim ken,

395
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Forthai wele ner ‘all nakyt war;

Or lynnyn clathys had but mar.

‘Thai held thair. way in full gret hy.

Bot mony off thair cumpany, ' o
Or thai till Ingland come, war tane ; 425
And mony als off thaim war flayne. C

Thar fled als othyr wayis fer.
Bot to the caftell, that wes ner,
Off Strewillyne fled fic 2 mengye, :
That it war wondre for to fe. : 430
Fot the craggs all helyt war
About the caftell, her and thar,
Off thaim, that for ftrenth off that fted,
Thyddyrwart to warrand fled.
And for thai war fa fele that thar 435
Fled undre the caftell war, .
The KinG RoBERT, that wes witty,
Held in hys gud men ner hym by,
For drede that rifs agayne fuld thai,
This wafs the taufs, for futh to fay, 440
Quharthrouch the King off Ingland
Efchapyt hame, intill hys land.

Quhen that the feld fa clene wes maid
Off Inglis men, that nane abaid,

Ver. 4a1. This anecdote of the Welch, in the fourtsenth
century, is curious, They appeared naked evento Scotih
peafants. oL

::Vor, I1. .M The
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The Scotts men fone tuk in hand 448
OfF thair’s all that euir thai fand 3

That mony man mychty wes maid

Off the rychys, that thai thar baid,

Quhen this wes doyne, that her fay I,
The KinG fend a gret cumpany 450
Up to the crag thaim till affile,
That war fled fra the gret bataill,
And thai thaim yauld forowtyn debate,
And in hand has tane thaim fute hate,
Syne to the KiNG thai went thair way. 455
‘Thai difpendyt haly that day
In fpulyeing, and ryches takyng,
Fra end wes maid off the fychting.
And quhen thai nakyt fpulyeit war,
That war flane in the bataill thar, 46a
It wes forfuth a gret ferly
To fe famyn fa fede dede ly.
T'wa hundre payr of fpurs rexd
‘War tane off knychts that war deid. '
The Erle of GLosYsTRE ded wes thar, 465
That men callyt Schyr GinserT of CLAR.
And Gyris de ARGENTE' alfua;
And PayN TyroNTs; and othyrs ma;
That thair namys not tell can L.
And, apon Scotts menys party, 47Q

Ver. 454. Editions read ¢
And them in hand they took full bait,
Thar
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“Thar wes flayne worthy knychts twa
‘Wirvame the WePoYNT wes ane off tha;
And Schyr WALTRE off Ross ane othyr,
‘That Schyr Epuvarp, the Kings brothyr,
Luffyt, and had in fic daynté 473
That as hymfelff hym luffyt he.
And quhen he wyft that he wes ded,
He wes fa wa, and wilt off reide,
That he faid, makand: iwill cher,
That hym war lewer that journay wet 486
Undone, than Re fwa ded had bene.
Owtakyn hynx men has not fene
Qudar he, for ony man, maid menyng.
And the caufs wes off hys luffyng, .
That he hys fyftre pér amours 85
Luffyt, and held all at rebours
Hys awne wyff dame YsameLr.
And tharfor fa gret diftance fell
Betwix hym, and the Erle Dawy
Off ATHOLE, brothyr to this lady, 490
That he apon Sayint Thomys nycht,
Quhen bath the Kings War boune to fycht,
Tn CamyfbynneR the Kinos widtaill
He tuk ; and fadly gert affaile
Schyr WrLLyAM of KeTw, and hyfa- ﬁtw; 498
And with hym men ma then ynew.
Tharfor fyne intill Ingland
He wes bannyft; and all hys Jand

Ver, 493. ¢ Cambufkenneth;® o,
M2 Wes
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Wes felyt as forfaut to the King, - .. . ..
That did tharof fyne hys liking. . - . 500

Quhen the feld, as I tauld yow ar,
Wes difpulyeit, and left all bar,
The Kine, and all hys cumpany,
Blyth and joyfull, glaid and mery,
Off the grace that thaim fallyn was, 505
Towart thair i mnys thair wayis tais,

To reft thaim fer thai werie war.

Bot for the Erle GiLBERT off CLAR,

‘That flayne wes in the bataill place,

The KinG fum dele anoyit was: (30
For till hym wele ner fib was he.

Then till a kyrk he gert hym be
Broucht, and walkyt all that nycht.
And on the morn, quhen day wes lycht,
The K1nG raifs as hys wills was. [3{;
‘Than an Inglifs knycht, threw cafs,

Hapnyt that he yeid wawerand,

Swa that na man laid on hym hand,

In a bufk he with hys armyng,

And waytyt quhill he faw the King $20
In the morne cum forth arly :

‘Till hym than is he went in hy.

Schyr MARMEDUK T'wEMYNE he hycht.

He raykyt till the King all rycht,

And halyft hym apon hys kne. 52§
« Welcum, Schyr MARMEDUK,” faid he;

“ To
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¢ To quhat man art thow prefoner ?”*
¢ T'o nane,’ he faid, ¢ bot to yow her.
¢ I yeld me at your will to be.’
¢ And I reflave ye, Schyr,” faid he.
Then gert he tret hym curtafly.

He duelt Jang in hys cumpany ;

And fync till Ingland hym fend he,
Arayit weile, but ranfoun, fre ;

And geff hym gret gyffts tharto.

A worthy man that fua wald do,

And mak hym gretly for to prife !
Quhien:MARMYDUK, apon this wyfs,
Was yoldyn, as.Jk to yow fay,

Than come Schyr PuiL1p the MowsRrAY,
And to the KiNG yauld the caftell.
Hys cunnand hes he haldyn well.
Ant with hym tretyt fua the King,
That he belewyt off hys duelling ;
And held hym lely hys fay,

Quhill the laft end off hys Iyff day.

Now will we off the Lord DowagLAs
Tell, how that he folowit the chafs.
He had to quhene in hys cumpany 3
Bot he fped hym in full gret hy.
And as he throuch the Torwod fur,
$4 met he ridand .on the mur
Schyr LAURENCE off ABERNETHY,
That, with twenty-four in cumpany,

16 3
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Come for till help the Inglifmen ; 11
For he was Inglifman yet then. S
But quhen he hard how that it wes,

He left the Inglis mennys pefs ;

And to the Lord DowcLas rycht thar

For to be lele and trow he fwar. 560

And than thai bath felowit the chafs ;
And or the King off Ingland was
Paflyt Lythkow, thai come fa ner,
With all the folk that with thaim war,
‘That weill amang thaim fwyth thai mycht; g6s
Bot thai thoucht thaim to few, to fycht
With the gret rout, that thai had thar:
For fyve hundre armyt thai war.
Togyddir farraly raid thai;
And held thaim apon bridill ay. §70
Thai war gouernyt wittily ;
For it femyt ay thai war redy
For to defend thaim, at thair mycht,
Giff thai affaillyt war in fycht.
And the Lord off DoweLAs, and hys men, §75
How that he wald not fchaip hym then
For to fycht with thaim all planly,
He conwayit thaim fa narowly,
That off the henmaift ay tuk he:
Mycht nane behind hys fallowis be 580
A penneftane caft, na he in hy ‘
Wesdede, or tane deleuerly,

Ver. s81. As far as & quoit can be thrown.
That



'S ¥ K X’ r67
That nane recourfs wald till him ma, '
Althouch he lewyt hym neuir fua,

On this maner conwoyit he 58s
Quhill that the King, and hys menye,
To Wenchburyg all cummyn ar.
Than lychtyt all that thai war,
‘T'o bayt thair horfs, that wer wery. a
And Dowgras, and hys cumpany, 590.
Baytyt alfua befid thaim ner, :
Thai war fa fele withoutyn wer,
And in armys fa clenly dycht,
And fwa arayit for to fycht; :
And he fa quhoyne, and but fupleyng ; 595
“That he wald not, in plane fechting, :
Affaile thaim : bot ay raid thaim by,
‘Waytand hys poynt ay ythandly,

A litill quhill thai baytyt thar:
And fyn lap on; and furth thai far; 6oo
And wes alwayis by thaim ner: :
He leyt thaim not haff fic layfer,
As anys watre for to ma.
And giff ony ftad war fa g
‘That he behind left ony fpace, 603
Seyfyt alfone in hand he wes,
Thai conwoyit thaim on fic awifs
Quhill that the King, and hys rout, is

Ver. 587. Wynchbrugh on the weft of the river Cramond,
between Linlithgow and Edinburgh.

Mg, Cummyn'
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Cummyn to the caftell off Danbar ; .

Quhar he, and fum off hys menye, war . 610
Refawyt rycht weile; for yete than

The Erle PATRIK wes Inglifman.

That gert with mete, and drynk alfua,

Refrefche thaim weill : and fyne gert ta .
A bate; and fend the King be fe, 615
To Bawmburgh, in hys awne countré. o
Thair horfs thar left thai all an ftray;

Bot fefyt I trow weill fone war thai :

‘The lave, that 1cwyt thar without,

Adreflyt thaim intill a rout, 620
And till Berwik held ftraucht thair way

In route: botand we futh @y,

Stad thai war full narrowly, -

Or thai come thar. - Bot noucht forthy )
Thai come to Berwik weill ; and thar 62g
Into the toune reffawyt war ; -

Ellys at gret myfcheiff had thai bene,

And quhen the Lord off DowGLAs has fene
That he had lefyt all hys payne, _
Towart the King he went agayne, 630

This King efchapyt on this wyfs.
Lo-quhat fading in fartoun is!
‘That will apon a man quhill fmyle ;
And prik on hym fyne anothyr quhill.

"Ver. 616, Banborough,
S Ia -~
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In na tyme ftable can fche ftand.
This mychty King off Ingland

Bche had fet on hyr quheill, on hycht,
Quhen, with fa ferlyfull a mycht,
Off men, off armys, and archers,
And off fute-men, and hobilers,

He come ; ridand out off hys land,
As I befor hafe borne on hand,

Arid in a nycht fyne, and a day,

She fet hym in (a hard aflay,

‘That he, with few men, in a bate
‘Wes fayne for till hald hame hys gate.

Bot off this ilk quhely’s turnyng
King Ropery fuld mak na murnyng,
For on hys fyd the quheyle on hycht
Raifs, quhen the tothyr doun.gan lycht.
And that it undre lawth was'ar, -
-Mon lep on loft in the contrar,

Sa fure it off thir Kings twa.

Quhen the King RoBerT ftad was fwa
That in gret myﬁ:hciﬂ" wes he,

The tothyr was in maiefté.

-And quhen the King Ebuuarp’s mycht
‘Was lawyt, King ROBERT wes on hycht:

And now fic fortoun fell hym till,
That l}e wes hey and at hys will. ,

_ At Strewillyne wes he yeyt liand;
And the gret lords, that hefand
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Ded in the feld, he gert bery

In haly place honorabilly.

And the lava fyne, that dede war thar, 663
Into gret pytts erdyt war.

“The caftell, and the towrs, fyne

Rycht till the ground doune gert he myn,

And fyne to Bothwell fend he
Schyr EpuuARrD, with a gret menye 3 670
For thar wes than fend to hym word
“That the ryche Erle off HErRFORD,
And othyrs mychty als, war thar.
Sa tretyt he with Schyr WaLTRrE,
That Erle, and caftell, and the lave, 675
In Schyr EbyuARD’s hand he gave,
And till the King the Erle fend he,
That gert hym rycht weill yemit be,
Quhill at the laft thai tretyt fwa
‘That he till Ingland hame fuld ga, 680
Forowtyn paying off ranfoume, fre ;
And that for hym fuld changyt be
Byfchop RoBerT that blynd was maid 3
And the Queyne, that thai takyn haid
In prefoune, as befor faid I ; 685
And byr douchtre dame Marory.
The Erle wes changyt for thir thre.
And, quhen thai cummyn war hame all fre,

Ver. 683. Rohert Withart Bithop of Glaf; This
wiotic bithop died in 3316, e i
"The

[N
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The Kigg bys dotichtre, that wes far, U
And wes als aperand ayr, 690
With WaLzaz STEWART gan he wed.: .
And thai wele fpne gat off thair bed
A knaw child, throw our Lord’s grace,
That eftre hys gud eld fathyr wes '
Callyt RoBerT; and fyne wes King; - 69§
Ang had the land in gouerning, :
Eftyr hys worthy eyme DAawy
That regnyt twa yer and fourty.
And in the tyme off the compiling
Off this buk, this RoserT wes Kine. yo0
And off hys kynryk paffyt wes
Fyve yer; and wes the yer of gracs
A THOUSAND, THRE HUNDRE, SEUENTY
And ryve; and-off hys eld sexTyY.
And that wes eftre that the gud King, 708
RoBERT, wes broucht till hys ending,
Fyve and FoyrTY wintres, bot mar.
God grant that thai that cummyn ar
Off hys offspring manteyne the land,
And hald the folk wele to warand | 710
And maynteyne rycht, and leawté
As weill as, in hys tym, did he ]

Ver. 693. A knave cbild, a boy.
Ver. 695. Robert Il. the firft of the Stuarts, reigned from
1371 till 1390. :
Ver. 706. Robert the Great, the hero of this poem, who
died 7th June 1329, '
Kina
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KinG RogeRT now wes well at hycht, *.
Foe ilk day than grew hys mycht. .
Hys menwoux rych: and hys cuntré : - . 71§
Haboundyt weill off corne, and fe3 ... =~ . .
And off alkyn othyr ryches. L
Myrth, and folace, and blythnes, ... .
War in the Jand commonaly, o
For ilk man blyth warand joly. .. .. . 720

The K1ng, eftre the gret journé,
Throw rede off hys confaill priué,
In fer tounys gert cry on hycht,
That quba fa clemyt till haff rycht
To hald in Seotland land, or fe, . 725
That in thir twelfmoneth fuld he
Cum, and clam yt; and tharfor do ‘
To:the K1y that pertenyt tharto,
And giff thai cum not in that yer, :
Than fuld thai wit, withowtyn wer, 730
That hard thareftre nane fuld be.
The King, that wes off gret bount¢,
And befynes, quhen this wes done,
Ane oft gert fummound eftre fone.
And went thaim intill Ingland; 738
And our raid all Northummyriand,
And brynt houfis; and tuk thair pray ;
‘And fyne went hame agayn thair way.

Ver. 732, Nowmbcr 1314,
U ' 1lat
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1 lat it fchortly pafs for by,

For thar wes done na chewalry
Prowyt, that is to fpek off her.
‘The K1NG went oft in this maner
In Ingland, for to rich hys men;
‘That in ryches haboundyt then.

173
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ARGUMENT.

Thilk twa bukes followand, and balf the neiff, are
cheiflie occupyit with the aéiiouns of EDWARD DE
Bruysg in Ireland.— Er]l EDWARD gaes to Ire-
land, be invitation of the Irifbry~wins a battel
neir Craigfergus.—The Erl of MUREF gets for
bym the pafs of Endnellan.— Er! EDWARD ganis
the battelof Dundalk.—Thrid battel near Cogners,
wun be Erl EDWARD agayn Schyr RICHARD
pr CLARE, lufetenand of Ircland..
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T HE Erle off CArRRIK, Schyr EpuuaRrD,
‘That ftoutar wes than a libbard,

And had na will to be in pefs,

Thoucht that Scotland to litill wes

Till hys brodyr, and hym alfua. $
Tharfor to purpofs gan he ta

"That he of Irland wald be king,

Tharfor he fend and had tretyng

With Hyrfery off Irland;

That in thair leawté tuk on hand 10
Off all Irland to mak hym king.

With thy that he with hard fychting

Mycht ourcum the Inglifmen,

‘That in the land war wonnand then ;

Ver. 1. Edward Bruce now appears with the title of Earl
of Carrick. His altions in Ireland, May 1315 to O&ober
1318, occupy this and the next book, and half of the xvith.

* Ver. 9. Hyrfery, or Erfehery, are wild Irith s it is added
¢ of Ireland,’ to diftinguith them from the highlanders or
Irith of Scotland, alfo called Erfcbery by our poet

Vou. II. N And
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And thai fuld help with all thair mycht, 13
And he that hard thaim mak fic hycht,

Intill hys hart had gret liking :

And, with the confent off the King,

Gadryt hym mep off gret bounté.

And at Ayr {yne fchippyt he, : “20
Intill the neyft moneth off May.

Till Irland held he ftraucht hys way.

He had thar in hys cumpany
The Erle THoMAs, that wes worthy 3
Ant gud Schyr PHiL1p the MowERAY, a4
That fekyr wes in hard affay ;
Schyr InoNE the SouLLs, ane gud knycht;
And Schyr IHONE STEWART, that wes wycht,
The Ramsay als off Ouchtre boufi,
That wes wycht and chewalroufs ; »
And Schyr FERGUS off ADROSSANE:
And othyr knychts mony ane.

~ In Whokings fyrth arywyt thai

. Saufly, but bargane or affay :
And fend thair Tchyppys hame ilkane, 3
A gret thing haff thai undretane,

Ver. 21. On the 25th May, 1315. Amnals,
_ Vo 24. Thomas Randel, Earl of Moray.
Ver. 33. I am not fufficiently verfed in Irith

td trace accurately Edward’s progrefs in Ircland : but shis
‘port nruft have been near Carrickfergus,
- Thay
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That, with fwa quhoyne as thai war thar,

That war fex thowfand men, but mar,

Schuip to werray all Irland, <
Quhar thai fall fe mony thoufand 40
Cum armyt on thaim for to fycht.

Bot thoucht thai quhone war, thai war wycht.
And, forowt drede or effray,

In twa bataills tuk thair way

Towart Cragfergus, it to fe. 45
Bot the lords off that countré,

MANDWEILL, BESAT, and LoGANE, .

Thair men affemblyt euirilkane.

‘The SAWAGEs war alfua thar.

And quhen thai affemblyt war, 50
Thar war wele ner twenty thowfand.

Quhen thai wyft that intill thair land

Sic a mengue aryvyt war,

‘With all the folk that thai had thar,

Thai went towart thaim in gret hy. 55
And fra Schyr Epuuarp wyft futhly

That ner to hym cummyn wer thai,

Hys men he gert thaim wele aray.

‘The awaward had the Erle THoMAS

And the rerward Schyr EDUUARD’s was. 7]

Thair fayis approchyt to the fechting ;
And thai met thaim but abayfing.

- Ver. 49. TheSavaguwereapowerfulfamdymlrdand.
“The editions erroneoufly imply this term to be given laxly to

the people, ¢ favages.’
Na Thar



180 THE BRUCE: Y

Thar mycht men fe a gret mellé :

For Erle THomAs, and hys menye,

Dang on thair fayis fa douchtely, 65
That in fchort tyme men mycht fe ly

An hundre, that all blody war.

For hobynys, that war ftykyt thar,

Relyt, and flang, and gret rowme mad,

And keft thaim that apon thaim rad. 70
And Schyr EDUUARD’s cumpany

Aflemblyt fyne fa hardely,

That thai thair fayis rufchyt all.

Quha hapnyt in that fycht to fall,

It wes perill off hys ryfing. 75
The Scotts men in that fychting

Swa apertly, and wele, thaim bar,

‘That thair fayis fwa rufchyt war,

That thai haly the flycht has tane.

And in that bataill wes tane or flane 8o
All hale the flur off Ullyfter.

The Erle of MURREFF gret prife had ther,

For hys worthy chewalry

Comfort all hys cumpany.

This wes a full fayr beginnyng ; 85
For, newlings at thair arywing,

Ver, 63, Hobynys are war or carriage horfes; ftrong
horfes.  Barbour, in moft of his battle picces, feems fond of
reprefenting the confufion caufed by the wounded fteeds.

Ver, 81. Ullyfler is Ulfter.

In
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Tn plane bataill thai difcomfyt thar

Thair fayis, that four ay for ane war,

Syne to Cragfergus ar thai gane,

And in the taune hes innys tane, 90
The caftell weill wes ftuffyt then

Off new with wiétaill, and with men. .

‘Thartill thai fet a fege in hy.

Mony efchewe full apertly

Wes maid, quhill thar the fege lay: 11
Quhill trewys at the laft tuk thai,

Quhen that the folk off Hallyfler
Till hys pefs haly cummyn wer,
Schyr EDpUARD wald tak on hand
To rid furth further in the land. 100
OfF the Kings off that countré,
‘That come till hym, and maid fewté,
Weyll ten or twalf, as 1k hard fay; _
Bot thai held hym fchort quhill thair fay,
For twa off thaim ; ane MAkGULLANE, 10§
And ane othyr hat MAKARTANE,
Withfet a pafs intill hys way,
Quhar hym behowyt ned away,
With twa thowfand off men with fpers,
And als mony off thair archers, 110
And all the catell off the Jand
War drawyn thyddar to warand.
Men callys that place Innuermallane :
In all Irland ftraytar is nane,

N 3 : For
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For Schyr EDut AR that kepyt thai 3 11§
Thai thoucht ke fuld not thar away.

Bot he hys wiage forie has tane 3

And ftraucht towart the pafs is gane,

The Erle off Murrerr, Schiyr THoMAS,

That put hym fyrft ay till aflayis, 32
Lychtyt on fute, with hys menye,

And apertly the pafe tuk he.

‘Thir Irfch Kings I fpak off ar, .

With all the folk that with thym wat,

Let hym rycht fturdely : bot he 12§
Affaylyt fwa with hys menye,

That mawgre thairs, thai wan the pafs,
Slayn off thair fayis many thar was.
Throw out the wod thaim chaflyt thai
And fefyt in fic fufioune the pray,
That all the folk off thair oft war
Refrefchyt weilly ane wouk or mar,

139

At Kilfagart King Epuuarp lay;

And wele fone he has hard fay

That at Dundalk wes aflemblé

Maid off the lords off that cuntré.

In oft thai war affemblyt thar.

Thar wes fyrft Schyr RicuARD of CLAR,
That in all Irland lufftenande

Was off the King off Ingland; 140

135

Ver. 133. Kilfagart 1 cannot find,
The
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The Erle of DesMoND als wes thar;
And the Erle alfua off KiLpAR ;-
The BremAW, and WoDOUNE,
That war:lords off gret renowne ; -
The BuTLER alfun thar was; : 148
And Schyr Moryss Le Fyss TroMAS. ‘

Thal with thdir men ar commyn thar:
A rycht gret oft forfuth thai war.
And Schyr Epvvarp wyft futhly :
That thai war fwilk chewalry., 150
Hys oft in hy he gert aray;
And thyddyrwarts tuk the way:
And ner the toune tuk hys herbery. .
Bot for he wyft all wittily
That in the toune war mony men, 155
Hys bataills he arayit then;
And ftud arayit in bataill,
To kep thaim giff thai wald affaile, .

And quhen that Schyr RicHARD of CLAR,
And othyr lords that war thar, 160
Wyt that the Scattfmen fa ner ‘

With thair bataillts wer,
Thai tuk to confaile that that nycht,
For it wes layt, thai wald not fycht:
Bot on the morne, in the mornyng, 165
- Weile fone eftre the fone ryfyng, ~
Thai fuld ifch furth all that thar war,
Tharfor that riycht thai did na mar: - .
N 4 Bot
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Bot herberyt thaim, on aythir party. -
"That nycht the Scotts cumpany 170
‘War wachyt weill, rycht all at nycht.

And on the morne, quben day wes lycht,

In twa bataills thai thaim arayit.

‘Thai ftud with baners all difplayit,

For the bataill all redy boun. 175
And thai, that war within the toun,

Quhen fone wes ryfyn fchenand cler,

Send furth off thaim that within wer,

Fyfty, to fc the contenyng

OfF Scotts men, and thair cummyng. 180
And thai raid furth, and faw thaim fone 3

Syne come agane withowtyn hone.

And quhen thai famyn lychtyt war,
‘Thai tauld thair lords, that war thar,
That Scotts men femyt to be 185
Worthy and off gret bounté,
Bot thai ar not, withowtyn wer,
Haff dell a dyner till us her.
The lordys had off this tithing
Gret joy, and gret recomforting. . 190
And gert men throw the cité cry
That all fuld arme thaim haftily.

Quhen thai war armyt, and purwayit ;
And for the fycht all hale arayit; v
Thai went thaim furth in gud aray. 198
Sone with thair fayis affemblyt thai ;
That
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“That kepyt thaim rycht hardily,

The ftour begouth thar cruelly,

For aythir part fet all thair mycht

T o rufche thair fayis in the fycht; 200
And with all mycht on othyr dang.

The ftalwart ftour leftyt wele lang,

‘That men mycht na perfave, na fe,

Quha maift that thar abowe fuld be.. »
For fra fone eftre the fone ryfling, 20§
Quhill eftre myd morne, the fechting

Leftyt intill fik a dout.

Bot than Schyr EDUUARD, that wes ftout,

With all thaim off hys cumpany, ,
Schot apon thaim fa fturdely, 210
“That thai mycht thole na mar the fycht,

All in a frufche thai tuk the flycht.

And thai folowyt full egrely:

In all the toun commonaly

Thai entryt, bath entre mellé, 218
Thar men mycht feloune flauchtre fe :

For the rycht nobill Erle THoMAs

That with hys rout folowyit the chafs,

Maid fwilk a flauchtre in the toun, »
And fwa feloune occifioun, 220
That thais rewys all bludy war

Off flayne men, that war liand thar,

The lords war gottyn all away.
And quhen the toun, as I yow fay,

Ver. 221, Rewps arc frects ; raes, Fro
Wes
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Wes throw gret force off fechting tane, 21§’
And all thair fayis fled or flayne;

‘Thai herberyt thaim all in the toun,

Quhar off wictaill wes fic fufioun,

And fwa gret haboundance off wyne,

That the gud Erle had dowtyne 230
That off thair men fuld drunkyn be,

And mak in drunkynes foim mellé,

Tharfor he maid off wyne leveré

To ilk man, that he payit fuld be,

And thai had all yneuch perfay. 235
‘That nycht rycht weill at efe war thai;

And rycht blyth off the gret honour

"That thaim befell for thair walour.

Eftyr this fycht thai foiournyt thar
Into Dundalk, thre dayis but mar. 240
Syne tuk thai futhwarts thair way.
The Erle THoMAS wes forouth ay,
And, as thai raid throw the countré,
Thai mycht apon the hyllis fe
Swa mony men, it wes ferly, 245
And quhen the Erle wald fturdely
Drefs hym to thaim with hys baner,
‘Thai wald fley all that thar wer ;
Swa that in fycht not ane abaid,
And thai futhwarts thair wayis raid 250
Quhill till a gret foreft come thai,
Kylrofe it hat, as lk hard fay,

Ver. 252. Kylrofe is alfo unknown to the editor.
- And
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And thai tuk all thair herbery thar. ’ '
In all this tyme RicuArD off CLaAR, :
That wes the King’s luftenand 255
Off the barnage off Irland, '

A gret oft he affemblyt had.

Thai war fyve bataills, gret and braid,

That foucht Schyt EDuuARD and hys men.
Weill ner hym war thai cummyn then. 260
He gat fone wittring that thai wer

Cummand on hym ; and war fa ner.

Hys men he dreflyt, thaim agayn,

And gert thaim ftoutly to the playn.

And fyne the Erle thaim come to fe; 265
And Schyr Puirip the MowsrAy fend he,

And Schyr IHoNE STEWART went alfua,

Furth to difcouer the way thai ta.

‘Thai faw the oft fone cum at hand ;
Thai wer to gefs fyfty thowfand. 270
Hame till Schyr EpuvARD raid thai then,
And faid weill thai war mony men.
He faid agayne, “ The ma thai be,
« The mar honour all out haff we,
<« Giff that we ber us manlily.
% We ar fet her in juparty
¢ To wyn honour, or for to dey.
« We ar to fer fra hame to fley.
¢« Tharfor lat itk man worthy be,
¢ Yone ar gadryngs off this countré ; 280

« And

275
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¢ And thai fall fley, I trow, lychly,
¢ And men affaile thaim manlily.”

All faid than that thai weile fuld do.
With that approchand ner thaim to
‘The bataills come, redy to fycht;

And thai met thaim with mekill mycht;

That war ten thowfand worthy men.
The Scotts men all on fute war then,
And thai on ftedys trappyt weile ;
Sum helyt all in irne and ftele.

Bot Scotts men, at thair meting,
With fpers perfyt thair armyhg ;
And ftekyt horfs, and men doun bar.
.A feloun fechting wes then thar.

I cannot tell thair ftrakys all ;

Na quha in fycht gert othyr fall.

Bot in fchort tyme, Ik undreta,

Thai off Irland war conqueryt fua,
‘That thai durft than abid na mar;
Bot fled fcalyt, all that thai war,

And levyt in the bataill fted

Weill many off thair gud men ded.
Off wappnys, armyng, and dede men,
The feld wes hely ftrowyt then.

That gret oft rudly rufchyt was:
Bot Schyr EDUUARD let na ma chas.

283

290

295

300

305

Bot
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Bot with prifouners, that thai had tane,
Thai till the woud agayne ar gane:
Qubhar that thair harnayfs levyt wer,
That nycht thai maid thair men gud cher; 310
‘And lovyt God faft off hys grace. :
The gud knycht, that fa worthy was,
Till Jupas MACHABEUS mycht
Be liknyt weill, into that fycht ;
Forfuk na multitud off men, 315
Quhill he had ane aganys ten.

‘Thus I faid RicHARD off CLAR,
And hys gret oft, rebutyt war.
Bot he about hym not forthy
Was gaderand men ay ythenly, 320
For he thoucht yheit to cower hys caft:
It angyrryt hym rycht ferly faft,
‘That twifs intill bataill wes he
Difcomfyt, with a few menye.

And Scotts men, that to the foreft - 325
War rydand, for to mak thair reft, '
All thais twa nychts thar thai lay,
And maid thaim myrth, folace, and play,

Towart Ydymfy {yne thai raid.
Ane Irfche King, that ayth haid maid 330

Ver. 319, Ydymfy is unknown. Editions read Endrofy.
To
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To Schyr EpvuarD off fewts,

For forouth thar hym prefyt he,

To fe hys land, that na widaill, _

Na noucht, that mycht thaim help, fuld faill.
Schyr EDuuARD trowyt in bys hyclits B
And with hys rout raid thyddir rycht.

A gret rewyr he gert hyro pals ;

And in a rycht fayr place, that was

Lawrch by a bourne, he gert thaim ta

‘Thair herbery: and faid he wald ga U
To ger men wichaill to thaim bring.

He held hys way, but mar duelling :

For to betraifs thaim wes hys thouchts

In fic a place he hes thaim broucht,

For off twa journais weill, and mar, 345
All the catell withdrawyn war.

Swa that thai in that land mycht get

Nathing that worth war for till ete.

With hungyr he thoucht thaim o feblis,

Syne bryng on thaim thair enemyfs. 350

This fals tragtour’s mea had maid,
A litill quhar he berbryit had
Schyr EDuvARD and the Scattifian,
The ifchow off a louch to den;
And leyt it out into the nycht. 355
The watre than, with fwilk 2 mycht,

Ver: 345. That is, the cattle were romoved to a diftance
of two days’ march.
On



'S U K £ xIv, 192

On Schyr Epuuazp’s men com doun,

‘That thai in perill war to droun.

For or thai wyft on flot war thai;

With mekill payn thai gat away: 360
And held thair Iyff, as God gaff grace.

Bot off thair. harnyfs tynt thar was.

He maid thaim na gud feft, perfay;

And not forthy yneuch bad thai.

For thouch thaim failyt off the mete, 365
I warn yow weill thai war wele wet.

In gret diftrefs thar war thai ftad:
For gret default off mete thai had.
And thai betwix rewers twa
War fet; and mycht pafs nane off tha 370
The Bane that is ane arm off the fe,
That with horfs may not paffyt be,
Wes betwix thaim, and Hullyfter.
‘Thai had bene in gret perill ther;
Ne war a fcowmar off the fc, 175
THomas off DowNE hattyn wes he,
Hard that the oft fa ftraytly than
Was ftad; and falyt up the Ban,
Quhill he come wele ner quhar thai lay.
Thai knew hym wele, and blyth war thai. 380

Ver. 163, 364. © He gave them no good entertainment, in
faith, and yet they had esough.’

Ver. 371. The river Boyne?
With
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With four fchyppis, that he had tane,
He fet thaim our the Ban ilkane.
And quhen thai com in biggit land,
Wi&aill and mete yneuch thai fand.
And in a wod thaim herberyt thai 183
Nane off the land wyft quhar thai lay.
Thei efyt thaim, and maid gud cher.
Intill that tym befid thaim wer
With a gret oft Schyr RycHARD off CLAR ;
And othyrs gret off Irland wer 390
Herbyryt in a foreft {yd.
And ilk day thai gert men ryd,
To bryng witaill on fer manerys
To thaim, fra the toun off Goigners;
‘That wele ten gret myle wes thaim fra. 395
Ilk day, as thai wald cum and ga, '
‘Thai come to the Scotts oft fa ner,
That bot twa myle betwix thaim war.
And quhen the Erle THOMAS perfawing
Had off thair cummyng and thair ganging, 400
He gat hym a gud cumpany,
Thre hundre on horfs, wycht and hardy ;
Ther wes Schyr PHrLIp the MowerAy,
And Sir JouN STEWART als perfay;
And Schyr ALANE STEWART alfua, 40§
Schyr RoserT BoIp; and othyr ma.

Ver. 383. ¢ Biggit land’ is land where there were houfes
or buildings,
Ver. 394. Coyners. Asnals,
Thai
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Tha raid to mete the wictalers,

That with thair wiall fra Geigners

Come haldand to thair oft the way.

Swa fedanly on thaim fchot thai, 410
That thai war fua abayfit all,

‘That thai leyt all thair wapnys fall

And mercy pitoufly gan cry.

And thai tuk thaim in thair mercy,

And has thaim up fa clenly tane, 415
That off thaim all efchapyt nane.

The Erle off thaim gatt wittring
That off thair oft, in the ewynyng,
‘Wald cum out at the wodds fid,
And agaynys thair wictaill rid : 420
He thoucht than on a juperty,
And gert hys mengye halely
Dycht thaim in the prifonours aray :
Thair penownys als with thaim tuk thai.
And quhill the nycht wes ner thai bad, 425
And fyne towart the oft thai raid. !
Sum off thair mekill oft has fene
Thair come ; and wend thai had bene
Thair wialours, Tharfor thai raid
Agaynes thaim, fcalyt, for thai had 430
Na dred that thai thair fayis war;
And thaim hungryt als weill far.
‘Tharfor thai come abandounly.
And quhen thai wer ner, in gret hy -
Vor. Il o The
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The Erle, and all that with hym war, 4135
Rufchyt on thaim with wapnys bar;

And thair enfenyeis hey gan cry.

"Than thai, that faw fwa fedanly

Thair fayis ding on thaim, war fa rad,

That thai na hart to help thaim had. 440
Bot to the oft thair way gan ta;

And thai chaffyt, and fwa fele gan fla,

That all the feldys ftrowyt war.

Ma than a thowfand ded war thar.

Rycht till thair oft thai gan thaim chafs; 445
And fyne agayne thair wayis tais.

In this wyfs wes the wictaill tane;
And off the Irche men mony flane.
The Erxle fyne, with hys cumpany,
Prefoners and wicallers halily, 450
Thai broucht till Schyr Epvuarp all fwyth;
And he wes off thair cummyn blyth.
That nycht thai maid thaim mery cher;
For rycht all at thair eyfs thai wer:
Thai war ay walkyt fykyrly. 455
And thair fayis, on the tothyr party,
Quben thai hard how thair men war flayne,
And how thair wictal als wes tane,
Thai tuk to confaill that thai wald
Thair way towart Goigners hald ; 460
And herbery in the cité ta.
And then in gret hy thai haff don fua ; -
And
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And raid be nycht to the cité.

Thai fand thair off wictaill gret plenté;

And maid thaim rycht mery cher, 465
For all traift in the toun thai wer.

Apon the morn thai fend to fpy
Qubhar Scotts men had tane herbery.
Bot thai with all als tane,
And broucht rycht till the oft ilkane. 470
The Erle off MURREFF rycht mekly
Speryt at ane of thair cumpany,
Quhar thair oft wes ; and quhat thai thoucht
To do? And faid hym, giff he moucht
Fynd that to hym the futh faid he, 475
He fuld gang hame but ranfoum fre.
He faid, « Forfuth I fall yow fay,
<« Thai thynk to morne, quhen it is day,
« To fek yow, with all thair mengye,
« Giff thai may get wit quhar ye be. - 480
¢ Thai haff gert throw the countré cry,
« OfF payne off lyff, full fellounly,
¢ That all the men off this countré
« To nycht into the cyté be. :
« And trewly thai fall be fa fele 485
¢ That ye fall na wyfs with thaim dele.” .
¢ Depardew,’ faid he, ¢ weill may be!” - .
To Schyr EDuUuARD, with that, yeid he;
And tauld hym utrely this tale.

Than haff thai tane for cunfaill hale 490
02 That
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That thai wald rid to the cyté

That ilk nycht, fwa that thai mycht be
Betwix the toun with all thair rout,
And thaim that war to cum without,

As thai dewyfyt thai haff done; 495

Befor the toune thai come alfone :

And bot halfindall a2 myle off way

Fra the cité, a reft tuk thai.

And quhen the day wes dawyn lycht,

Fyfty on hobynys, that war wycht, 500

Come to a litill hill, that was

Bot fra the toun a litill fpace.

And faw Schyr EDUUARD’s herbery ;

And off the fycht had gret ferly :

"That fwa quhone durft on ony wifs 505
- Undretak fa hey enpryfs,

As for to cum fa hardely

Apon all the chewalry

OfF Irland, for to bid bataill.

And fwa it wes withowtyn faill. 510

For agayne thaim war gadryt thar,

With the wardane RicHARD off CLAR,

The BuTLER ; and Erls twa,

Off DesmownD, and K1LDAR, war thai ;

BryNrRAME, WEDOUN, and Fyze WaryYNE;

And Schyr PascuaLL off FLORENTYNE, 516

That wes a knycht off Lewmbardy,

And wes full off chewalry. :
The
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The MAWNDWEILLS war thar alfua;
BesitTs; LoGANYs; and othyr ma: 520

SAwAGEs als; and yheit wes ane

Hat Schyr NycHoLL off KYLKENANE.

And with thir lords fa fele wes then,

That, for ane off the Scotts men,

I trow that thai war fyve, or ma. " 528
Quhen thair difcourouris feyne had fua

The Scotts oft, thai went in hy

And tauld thair lords opynly,

How thai to thaim wer cummyn ner;

To fek thaim fer wes na myfter. 530

And quhen the Erle THoMAs had fene

-That thaife men at the hill had bene,

He tuk with hym a gret mengye,

On horfs ane hundre thai mycht be,

And to the hill thai tuk thair way; 535
And in a flak thaim enbufchyt thai.

And, in fchort tyme, fra the cité

Thai faw cumand rydand a mengye

For to difcurr to the hill. -
Than war thai blyth, and held tham #till, 540
Quhill thai wer cummyn till thaim ner.

‘Than in a frufche, all that thai wer,

‘Thai fchot apon thaim hardely.

And thai that faw fa fedanly

‘That folk cum on, abayfit war. 545
And not forthy fum off thaim nar

Abad
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Abad ftoutly to ma debate:

And othyr fum ar fled thair gate.

And into wele fchort tyme war tha,

That maid a reft, contreryit fua, 550
‘That thai fled halyly thair gat.

And thai thaim chaflyt rycht to the yat ;

And a gret part off thaim hes flayn;

Ard fyne went till thair oft agayn.

END OF THE SECOND VYOLUME.






