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PRE F ACE,

T HE publication of ancient monuments 01
their poetry feems now to intereA: moA: na­

tions. In France the bell poets of the fifteentl1
century were publi£hed at Paris, in the year 1723.'
Since which time, not to mention editions of th~

Roman de /a Roft, a work completed in the end oj
the thirteenth century, have appeared the poemI
ofThibaut king of Navarre, who wrote in the be..
ginning of the thirteenth century j and the fongs oj
Raoul de Coucy,compofod in'the twelfth, about th~
year 1190. Barbazan has alfo given fpecimens oj
the £hort romances in verfc, or tales: and M. I.e
Grand has publHhed a good tranflation of the bdl

• Oeuvres de Villon, "'Titten about 'HO. Farce dt
l'Avocat Pathe1in, about \4-5').,.Poeiie\ d~ C~iUart, '+10,
Martial d'Auvergne, I+~O': :i,vote..: .t:Jeuyjef de.leab.Ma.
rot, 1500. And the Poe~' tie ·Guillau'De~~': i 510,

Legende de Pieln Faifeu, by-B91Udi~,.'5IIJ"
The works of Allain Chamer, Yiridl: a,", jarge, writtell

about I ++0, were publifhe4 by.!'~ "'t:h~Qli,•bria, ,6'1.
+to. . ; :; .:. _; ;. ;" '. :

It ia furprizing. howev~ ~ul1o{ joi:rdl.·of: Fl"Oifart,
the only poet, it is believed, France has of the 'foumenth
century. /hould ftill remain MS. The fifteenth century it
barren of poetry in Italy and EnsIan4.
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he could find, from the twelfth century to the fir..
teenth, in 5 vols. I2.mo. with prefaces, in which
he thews the great fuperiority 'Of thefe fabliaux,
which originated in the northern parts ot France,
to the infipid love-fongs of the Proven~al trouba­
dours; the offspring of the fouth; and goes fo far
as to fay, that all the great poets, and moA: of the
great men of France, have been born in the nor­
thern parts of that kingdom. Any reader may
indeed judge, by c9mparing his very curious an~

intereA:mg work with the account and tranllation
of the works of the troubadours, publithed by
l'Abbe Millot, that one of thefe old tales full of
inciclent, imagination, and life, is worth all the
drawling efforts of the Proven~al mufe, the life~

lefs daughter of metaphyficallove.
In Spain, the .late publication by Sanchez­

~ews that this kind of literature i. not totally
negleCted. Italy needs not be mentioned, as the
publication of her ancient poets has been conftant
and perpetual: but the Fi¥ralo and ertjtidt of
Boccace fhould be reprinted. In Germany diffe--

• This very CUriOUI work is intituled, Co!euUm tit PINfias
CtlJlt/Jll1rfU tlIItnTor'J tll S;~/o XY. &c. P",. D. nlJ1lUlJ
~.ttmio ~9c41l1:. Bjh/jot~tlnul..s,. M. E. MllIiritl, ptr DOli

Allto;,g~ laitt64: '~i-:~i~I,::1 voll 8vo. publifhed.
The.'fitJr tohlfue:contamll th~·1lOtm of the Cid; and pre-
fixt is a Ie f ·llJa . de Santillana, written about
loBS,OR • i~~ III poetry, with long notes by
the editor, ('. loa fUllory of S'p'anifh poetry pre­
ceding th\ • l~()~·· ~~. el·wrillen, If we except fome
odditi~, " t • I _. ~ e hel' Adam {poke firft in
ftrfe or pior,;, "&c, The 10 uilirion ftiU exiftl in Spain!
Vol. ii. con in the Ofms 0 Be eo. Vol. iii. Alexander
the Great. All arcac:~ with glolrarie..

Coogle
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rent produaions of this fort have lately been given ~

and in Denmark the poetical Edda, containing the
oldeR: Icelandic poetry, has at laR: appeared in
print. Nor has :England negleaed this ftudy, as
the Relique. of Ancient Engliih Poetry, the late
excellent edition of Chaucer's Tales, and other
works in this line may tefiify.

The poem now prefented to the reader for the
firft time, in it's genuine ancient drefs, has al­
ready gone thro' about twenty editions in Scot­
land fmee the year 1616, in which the firft edition
which can be difcovered, was printed at Edin­
burgh, n.mo. But all there editions are moder­
nized; and it was impoffible to judge of tbe real
ancient poem from them. The editor, zealous to
give an edition of this interefring work, the molt:
ancient produClion of the Scotiih mufe extant, in
the very language, and orthography, of it's author,
bad recourfe to a manufcript written in the year
14897 preferved in the Advocates' Library at
Edinburgh; a colleCl:ion which does great honour
to that refpeCl:able fociety, and to their country.
The fociety having, with much poIitenefs, per­
mitted a copy to be taken for publication, the
editor was equally fortunate in the condefc~ndinlt

aBiftance of the Earl of BUCHAN, a nobleman
wen known as the founder of the Scotilh Society
of Antiquaries; and as the friend of the ancient li­
terature, and prefent welfare and honour of his
country. This public-fpirited peer caufed the
tranfcript to be taken under his own eye; and
~ompanied it with this attefration: " I David
"Steuart, Earl of Buchan, have compared this
" cranfcript of the MS. dated J489' in the Law-

a + " yer~'
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U yers' Library at Edinburgh, with the original-,
ec and find it ta be a true copy, having correCted
"fuch errors as I have been able to obferve, in
ec the courfe of a very minute invefiigation and
" comparifon j" (jigned) " BUCHAN:" and da­
ted, "Edinburgh, September 27th, 1787'"

The tranfcript, taken literatim from the MS.
has been fent to the prefs, as it came j and printed
from with the utmo£\: exa&efs, even to the re"
tention of fmall errors, which might eafily have
been amended. The only alteration from the on..
ginal is the divifion into Twenty Booles,. with
their arguments, now adopted and given for the
fir£\: time; but which injures not a particle of the
original text, and is an lmprovement, which, it is
believed, every reader will approve: for the peru­
fal of {uch a long work of about 12,000 verfes,
without any paufe, or illu£\:ration, would have
proved tirefome to the mo£\: patient reader j not
to mention the fuperior clearnefs which fuch a di­
vifion, and analyfis, lend to a work of length, and
the unin:rfal practice of ancient and modern times
in fuch cafes. I t is indeed much to be wHhed
,that divifion, and argument, were more attended to
in all publications of old language. Nzvius and
Ennius, the mo£\: ancient Roman poets, compofed
their long worles in one entire piece j and anti­
quity has been fo idle as to let us know that Lam­
padio fi,£\: divided the poem of Nzvius into books,
and Vargunteius that of Ennius. Some old edi­
tor has indeed given riming titles of chapters to
large divifions of this poem; but they'are ill-placed,
and ill-chofen: and, in {pite of Mr. Humc's Hif­
tory~ every man of reading muft know that a

,hapttr~
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cbaptlr, or toput, is the proper name of a {hart
divifion, properly treating of but one htad, or in-
cideJ1t. .

The original MS. from it's 'orthography, ap­
pears to have been copied from one co-eval with
the author; for the fpelling is more barbaric, and
WlCouth, than that ofa copyofWinton's Chronicle,
written about the year 14.10, in the Cotton Li­
brary. At the end of this edition the reader will
find fac-fimilia of the MS. particularly of the co­
lophon, which is in thefe words: «Finitltr mG­
lIOUS de virtutibus It al1ibus luUieoJiJJimi viri domi­
ni RoMrti Broyfs frtondam Seattorum Rlgis ilIu[­
trifJuni raptim ftriptus ptr mt Johan7'ltm Ro"!lllJ t:it
j".iJu vtntrahilis It circumJptlii viri fltrt mDliflri
S,monis LDcbmalmy de OUlbttrnunnft 'fIiearil b4n~

digni Anno Domini Mil/tjimo fPuadr",gmtt!i1fUJ Ot­
tuogtJilM Nono." "Here ends the book of the
virtues, and aas, of the moft warlike man, the
lord Robert Bruce, fometime king of Scotland,
written at different times by me John Ramfay, at
the command of a venerable and prudent man,
and real maA:er, Simon Lochmaleny, moA: worthy
vicar of Ouchternunnfe, in the ye3r of our Lord
One Thoufand Four Hundred and Eighty-nine."
The name LIChmalmy is fo uncommon, that it
feems unknown in any other ScotHh record; and
dllchtl1'nu1Inft the editor cannot find. The fame
MS. contains the life of Wallace, by Henry the
minftrel, written about 1470; and tho' it be
a mere wild romance, while this poem of Bar­
bour's is moA:ly real hill-ory; and far inferior in
every merit to this; yet, for the fake of the lan­
guage, and manners, it would be worth while to

print
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print it from the MS. But this
leave to fome gentleman refiding
curious in fuch matters.

It is with no fmall pleafure th
at 1aft procured the genuine pul
the fpirit and liberality of the bl
gant publication, of the oldeft n
Scotifh language. A monument
bear company with the beft early
modern country can boaft. PI
may be accufed of nationality, w
takmg the total merits of this ~

prefers it to the early exertions 01
mufe, to the melancholy fublimit
the amorous quaintnefs of Petra
M. I.e Grand does a [ahliau to a
Here indeed the reader will find Ii
of fine poetry, little of the Attic d
but here are life, and fpirit, an
fenfe, and piClures of real mann
incident, and entertainment. TI
markably good for the time; ar
neatnefs and elegance, e\'en to
Douglas, who wrote more tnan
But when we confider that our a
the firft poet, but the earlieft hifi,
who has entered into any detail,
any view of the real ftate and
country can be had; and that thl
he paints fo minutely, was a mor.
greatcft of modern times; let t
poetical merits of his worle be w
and then oppofed to thofe of any
of the prefent nations in Europe.
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It is indeed poO:erior in time to the earlieR: pC
etry of moft modern nations; but it mull be COl

fidered that Scotland hardly had onc writer till tI
thirteenth century -; and this poem was writtc
in the fourteenth. If we pafs over the SIne
nic nations t of Europe, whofe poetry is litt
known; and the Celtic, and Finni1b, concernin
whofe poetry all we know at prefent is, that wh:
fome regard as ancient is certainly very modern
we may conlider the reft of Europe as divided if
to two grand languages, the Gothic of German'
the Netherlands, and the Northern kingdoms; ali
the corrupted Latin of France, Spain, Italy. Tt
Englifh forms a medium between thefe two gr:u:
divilions; a circumllance which contributes mue
to it's energy, and richnefs, for it has chofeR frol
cither I~e words which are moft expreOive, aJI

which beft accord with it's genius. In the Gc
thic divilion of Europe the monuments of nation
al poetry extend to very early times. The earlie
riming poet in any modern lanKuage, as Mr. TYJ
whit remarks, is Otfrid, a German, about the ye~

870: from which period there are remains e

• See the editor"s Enquiry into the Hiftory of Scotlau
preccding the year JO 56, Part vi. chap. a.

t I.e Clerc, in hi, Hiflo;rI til /a Ruf/iI, Pari., 171:
! vols. +to. has in vol. i!'. or i. of the modern part, ~ive
a good idea of Ruffian lattrature. Ruman fODgs cxlli ,
old as the tellth century: they have burden., a~d a~e muc
in the Afi3tic Ilyle. Neftor, the lirA: Ruman hlA:onan, W~
born in 1056 I but from 1:113 till.the lifteenth c~tul'J
there are no Ruffian writers. The editor cannot fpeclfy an
c"ll~ai"n of old Ruffi:ln or of Polilh poetry.
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German poetry almoA: ·of every century -. 'thct
poetical Edda, compiled in the thirteenth century,
contains rome pieces of Scandinavian poetry Curely
as old as the ninth century. Of Anglo-Saxon, or
EngJifh, poetry, a {pecimen might be produced
of every century, fmce the eighth. There is in
the Cotton Library a noble fpecimen of Anglo.
Saxon poetry of the tenth century, being a ro~ance
on the wars between Denmark and Sweden; and
it is much to be wilhed that it were publilhed~

with a tranfiation. It is to be obferved that rime
is not known in Anglo-Saxon poetry till the ele­
venth century, as Mr. Tyrwhit thews: and in
Scandinavian poetry, it appears not till the twelfth,
as is clear from Snorro's HiA:ory, written in the
thirteenth, in which numerous fpecimens of the
works of the northern {calds are adduced. Whe..
ther rime originated from the -Arabs, among whom
poetry of this kind appeared even before Maho­
met, and, upon their conqueA: of Spain in the
year 712 t, fpred firA: to France, and thence to

the

• MabilIon has publilhed a beautiful German fong, writ­
ten in the year 118 3. Sec in the Memoirs of the Academy of
Infcriptions, vol. xli. an account, by the Baron Zurlauben, of
a MS. containing poems by Swabian minftrels, from about
the year HOO till 1330. But poems of the eleventh century
are very rare both in Gothic and Romance.

t The Saracens did .not feize Sicily till the year 82.8;
and they held it for about Z30 years, or till 1058. Ac­
cording to Crefcimbeni, the Italian poetry paired from the
troubadours to the Sicilians. The firft Italian poet i.
Ciullo d'Alcamo, a Sicilian, about the year I zoo, of whom
enly a fong is extant,

RDja /r'.fctl (l14lnttijfimtl, &c:.
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the reft of Europe, as Salmafius and Huet think s
er whether it began among the monks of Italy,
in the eighth century, as fome others fuppo{e j for
thefe are the only two opinions, whifh now divide
the literati upon this fubject; certain it is that this
mode of verlification may be regarded as foreign.
to the genuine idiom of any European language,
and or very late appearance in moft. Whence
they who believe in the riming Welch poc:try,
akribed to Talieftin and other bards of the lixth
century, may enjoy their own credulity.

To paCI to the Southern or Latin divi60n of
Europe, the key to all the languages of which is
the Latin tongue, as the key to the other .half is
the German, our 6fft attention is due to France.
The Latin language ufed in thefe countries may
he ftrictly called ~atin, tho' gradually ct)rnapting,
till the tenth century. About that period the La­
tin of different countries began to afrume different
forms, and to branch out into diftinct and deter­
minate diale8.s. It is in vain therefore to expetl
French, Italian, or Spanifh poetry, preceding the
tenth century. Nay, France can hardly thew a
fpecimen of her poetry, preceding the twelfth ceo-

In usa lived Guittone d'Arezzo. The carliell Italian ro­
mances are in profe, beginning after the year I Joo: the firft
in verfe are the FilojlrlUlI and <['tjeitJl of Boccace, about
J 150. The next worth notice is the MQrgaRt, of Luigi
Pulci, 1460. Let me here remark that Cervante8 was not
the firft who turned the romances intxl ridicule. This
work of Pulci, and the Orlmzd~ Ilia_lUll of Berni, were
written with the fame intention; and iR this century Car­
reromaco has purfued and cumpletcd the pl:ll) i.D his Riai•
• .feltll.

V OL. I. a 7 tury.
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tury, of which period long romances are extant;
and it is furprizing that none of there genuine old
romances have been publi!hed in their original
drefs.. Italy can, it is believed, !hew little or no
poetry till the thirteenth century, her poetry being
borrowed, as is faid, from that of the troubadours,
who began about the year IlOO, and continued till
13°0; and the fourteenth century has Dante and
Petrarca. In Spain, a country vying with Italy
in every branch of literature, there is no poetry
extant more ancient than the Life of Rodrigo de
Bevar, more known by the epithet of the Cid,
written in about 3800 long lines, by an unknown
author, near fixty years after the death of that hero,
or in the year 1160; and firft publilhed by San­
chez, in the year 1779. The next poet is Gon­
zalo de BerceoJ about 1220, who wrote lives of
faints, and other pious works, in ftanzas of four
alexandrine lines, to the fame rime; a mode of

• Le Roul, or the Hillary of Nonnandy, by Wace, f.
called from Rollo the firll duke, would form about 300

pages 4-to. double columns. This ~t, however, gives ~o
account of Rollo, William I. nor Richard I.; becaufe their
wars were againlt France. From Richard II. ~. 996, he
is full and curious, but fabulous. All of Rollo IS;

Ai jeo de Roul lunges cunte,
E de fun riche parente,
De Normandie que il cunquillJ

E del procfCel que il i fill ;
E de Gllilleaume Lunge Efpee,
Auum leltoire avant menee,
Tant que Flameng cum a felun
Le tuerent par traifun ;
:Dc Richard fun fiz: auum dit, &c•

. MS. Reg. +; c. xi.

poetry
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poetry generally prevalent in Spain till the year
1400. Then follows the long poem of Alexander
the Great partly tranfiated from Gualter, by JUIQ
Lorenzo of Aftorga, ..bout the year 1250, in the
fame difagreeable fianza. In the fame century
king Alfonfo the Wife wrote poems, not to men­
tion his books of philofophy, and code of laws
in profe: and in Portugal under king Dionis,
himfelf the earlieft Portuguefe poet, lived VafCo
Lobeira, the author of the famous romance of
Amadis til Goula. The profe chronicles of Spain,
in Spani1b, alfo begin in this century. The four­
teenth century produced in Spain Juan Ruiz, the
archpriell: of Hita, a pious rimer; the Jew DOll

Santo, a moral one; Don-Juan Manuel, the bio­
grapher in verfe of the Conde Lucanor; and him
of the Conde Fernan Gonzalez; Pero Gomez;
the hiilorian of Alfonfo XI. in verfe; Pt:ro Lopel:
de Ayala, who wrote his fatire on courts in Eng­
land, in priCon; and toward the end of this, or
beginning of next, century, Mofen Jordi, anel
Mofen Febrer. The fifteenth century has excel­
lent Spanilh poets, Villafandino, Juan de Mena,
Jorge Manrique, Aufias March, who wrote ia
the Valencian dialect, the famous marquis of San­
tiDana, Diego de St. Pedro, who wrote the Garet!
ill ~r, and Juan Alonfo de Baena, who compiled
the lyric poems of his predecetrors under the ufual
title of ea"eiD"tro, MS. in the EfcuriaJ. To this
century alfo moll of the lhort Spanilh romances
belong; and particularly thofe in the hifiory of
che civil wars of Granada.

When we confider that the poetry of even the
moLl
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moft (oothern, and civilized, countries of Europe
begins thus lately, we iliall rather wonder, that a
«:ountry fo remote, and diftant from civilization. as
Scotland, can boaft of fo refpeaable a poem as
this at fo early a period. Indeed the hero feems
to have infpired the author; and hardly have ever
great aaions been performed, without fome au­
thor's ari/ing to celebrate them. Chaucer, our
poet's great cotemporary, was little known to
fame, when Barbour wrote in 137S, as he tells us
himfelf, B. xiii. v. 7°0; and he never mentions,
and perhaps had not heard of, that celebrated writ­
er. Certain it is that Chaucer aftorded no model to
Barbour; who feeills to have had no fubjects tc)
imitate, but the old metrical romances, to which
he refers. Let us not however reafon from this
that his poem is itfelf romantic; (or, tho' two or
three liaitious incidents are fure1y admitted in
the lirft feven books, the truth of all, or moft, of
the reft can be evidenced from the beft hiftorians,
EngIHh and Scotifu: and the reader who willies
to be convinced of this, without mu.ch trouble, has
only to compare the hiftory of king Robert I. in
Dalrymple Lord Hailes's valuable Annals of Scot­
J,md, with our author's account. His writing in
verfe is no argument againfl the veracity of his
facts. In moft countries hiftory has nrft been
written in verfe. In all countries memory is more
ancient than writing; and poetry than profe.
Greece, as is well known, had early poetical hif­
torians. The poem of Nzvius on the lirft Punic
war. written about 238 years before Chrift, was
~e earlidl known among the Romans; and the

beginning
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beginning of it puts us in mind of the harlh ortho­
graphy of B~bour ;

QlJei terrai Latiai hemones tuferunt
Vires frudefque Poinicas fabor.-

The next poet was Ennius, who about thirty
years after wrote in heroic vene, (not in the
Solll",;1I1, or a kind of Iambic, as Nzvius did,
refembling the lhort quick verfe of our Barbour)
the annals of Rome; and afterward the ath of
Scipio Africanus. In modern Europe, the Saxon
poet of the life of Charlemagne is well known,
and the hiftory of the Britons was tranllated into
French vene from Geoffrey of Monmouth, by
Wace in the twelfth century; and a hiftory
of Normandy was given by the fame writer, in
the fame fiyle. Not to mention the hiA:ory of
France in French rime of the thirteenth century j

nor the Engli{h hiA:ories of Robert of Glocefter,
Robert de Brunne, &c. the earlieA: native hifto­
rian of Sweden is a chronicler in rime, about the
year 1360. Our Winton wrote a vaA: hinory of
the world, with Scoti1h affairs intermixt, about
the year 14:10, but is a bad Ennius afrer our ex­
cellent N zvius Barbour: tho' it be remarkable,
that as Ennius omitted the ficA: Punic war becaufc
Nzvius had written it, fo Winton does the life of
Robert L

As to any account of our author, little can be
added by the editor to what he has already faid in
another place ., except fome curious information,

• Lii of Scotilh poets, pre&xt to Ancient Scotilh Po­
ems from the Maitlarid MS. London, 1786, p. lxxilC'

VOL. I. b from
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fr~ Winton's Chronicle, concerning another
worle of his. It being proper and necetrary, how­
ever, to give fome account of our poet here, it ill
hoped the reader will excufe a repetition of the
information formerly given, tho' not in the fame

, words.
JOHN BARBOUR {eems to have been born a­

bout the year 1326. In 1357 it appears, from l!­
patrport publiibed by Rymer, dated the 13th day
of Auguft that year, that he was then archdeacon
of Aberdeen. This paIl"port permits him to go to
Oxford, there to place three fcholars to purfue
their ftudies, and fcholafiic exercifes. By a deed,
dated the 13th of September in the fame year, alfo
publiibed by Rymer, we find our author appointed
by the biibop of Aberdeen one of his commiffion_
ers, to meet at Edinburgh concerning the ranfom
of David II. king of Scotland, then a prifoner in
England. In 1365 Rymer gives us the title of
another paIl"port for John Barbour, archdeacon of
Aberdeen, to go thro' England, with flX knights
·in company, to St. Denis, near Paris.. All we
find further evidenced relating to our author ill
that he died aged, in the year 1396, as we learn
from the chartulary of Aberdeen.

He informs us himfelf, B. xiii. ver. 700, that
he wrote this poem in the year 1375; and about
1+40 Bower or Bowmaker, the continuator of
Fordun's hiftory of Scotland, gives him this praife,
lib. xii. c. 9. fpeaking of king Robert I. "MIl­
gij1cr Jobannts Barbarii Arrhidia'onus Aberdene,yu
in lingua nojlra materna, diftrte ct luculmter jatis,
ipfa ejus particularia gtj/a, necnon multum eleganter,
pefDravit."

To
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To thefe particulars the editor now adds the
following, from Winton's metrical chronicle, writ­
ten between the years 1+10 and 1420 -,

This NINUS had ane fon alfua,
Schir DARDANE, Lord of Frtgio,
Of quhome the ARCHDENI futtely
Has maid proper Gellealogie,
Till ROBERT, our fecond king,
That Scot/and had in governing.

MS. Edit. p. 63.

And fpeaking of the progrefs of the Scots from
Ireland: .

Bot be the BRUTE, yitt BARBAR. fayis
Of Erifchry all uthir· wayis;
That GURGUNT BADRUK quhile was king,
And Brtttont had in gouerning, &c.

p.8I.

Agreeable to Geffrey of Monmouth, lib. I. c.
20.

Again,

Of BRUTUS' lynnage wha will heir
He luik the treteis that BARBlUR
Maid intill a Genealogy,
Reyt weil, and mair perfytly
Than I can in any wife,

. With all my wit for til devife.
p. I29·

Again,bz

• From a MS. in the editor's polfeffion, compared with
three old ones, and prrpared for the prrfs by Robert Seton,
S7~·
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Again, (peaking of Brennus and Belinus ;

Thai reid the BRUTE, and thai fall ree
F erleis fcir of thair bounte.

Again,

OCTAVYUS than into thai dayis
As of BRUTE the ftorye faris,
Of all Brettane ham was king.

p. 329.
The following palIage, not immediately to the

purpore, is jnferted on account of its fmgula­
rity:

Bot of the BIlUTH the ftorye Cayis
That LUCIUS HYDEIl in his dayis
Was of the hie ftait procuratour,

" Nouthir callit king na empryour.
Fra blayme wes than the author quyte,
As he before him fand, to wryte ;
And men of gude difcretioun
Suld excu(e and loilf HUCHEONE,
That cunnand was in literature.
He maid a gret geft of AR THUIlE :
And the awenturis of GAW ANE :
And the 'piftill als of fueit SUSANB.
He was curious in his ftyle,
Fayr, and facund, and Cubtile,
And ay to plc(ance had delyte ;
And maid in metyr meit hIs dyte,
Littill or nocht neverthelefs
Wawerand fra the futhfaftnes.
Had he callit LUCIUS procuratour,
Q!lair that he callit him empryour, &c.

p. 364.
And
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And RucHon of the AU/, R'flll
Intill his gefi: hiftoriall. I".
Sen RUCHEONE of the .Awk RyaN
lntill his gefl: hifioricaIl. /b.

HUCHEONB baith, and the author. I".
There is every reafon to believe that the

BRUTE, in the Paffages above quoted, after p.
1847 is quite different from Barbour's Genealogy
of the kings of Scotland, in which the lineage of
Brutus was given, as appean from the paEage
p. 12<), above ~ and is either GefFrey of Mon­
mouth's book, or Wace's L, BKllt. Of Hutcheon
the editor knows nothing. He once fufpeaed that
the fhort hiftory of Scotland, in profe, down to
the end of Robert the Second's reign, to be found
at the end of Winton, and which is a curious re­
main of old Scotilh profe, was the book of Bar­
bour above mentioned; but there is no mentibn
of Dardanus or of Brutus in it: and he believes
that Barbour's work is loft.

To return to the prefent work, Winton not
only repeatedly quotes it, but omits the whole
reign of Robert I~ as Barbour had already written
it in the fame metre which he ufes.

In book viii. chap. 1397 p. 601, Winton begins
to give long extrads from Barbour's poem. He
there prefents us with an extratl: from B. i. ver.
37-17°. After a long and often fabulous ac­
count ofthe controverfy between Baliol and Bruce,
and the fentence of Edward, he fays, p. 617,

Bot tuik quhat followit eftirwart j

How ROBiR. T our king recoverit his land,
That oc:cupyit with his fayi. he fand j

And
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And it renoryt in all fredome,
QlJyt till his airis of all thraledome;
Q..uha that lykis that till witt
To the BRUYSB' buke I thaim remitt.
~hair mainer JOHNNE BARBEIR, Archdene
Of Abtrdent, as many has feyne,
His deidis deitit mair vertuufiy,
Than I can think in all fludy;
Haldand in allleill futhfafines,
Set all he wrait norot his prowes.

Winton then gives an account of the Cummins,
and of the Bruces, and of the affairs of Scotland
down to the year .13°,,", at which year, p. 680, he
fays,

The Archdekin in BRUCES buice, &c.

and quotes B. i. ver. 187, &c. Then in p. 682
be gives another extract from B. i. verI 483, to
B. ii. ver. 36, with flight omiffions, additions, and
alterations. After which, p. 686, he fays,

QlJhateftir this the BRUCE ROBERT
In all his tyme did eftirwert,
The Archdene of Abirthne
In BR UCE'S buke has gart be fenc.
Mair wyllie tretit into wrytC',
Than I can think in all my wyte.
Thairfore I will now thus Iychtly
Ourpa{s att this tyme his flory.

Winton then, chap. '57, excufes the lamenefs of
his work, and recapitulates the years till David
II.: chap IS8 has the betraying of Wallace by
Menteith, 13°5; and the dedication of the new
cathedral of £t, Andrews, 1318; both very brie8y

told.
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told. Chap. 159 bears the birth of king David
1L 1320, and the depofition of Edward II. of
England, 132.6, by his reckoning. Chap. 160
gives the wedding of David II. 1328, and the I

death of Robert I. Chap. 161 begins the reign
of David II. at length. Tho' Winton's work
will not bear a total publication, it would be
worth while to publilb this latter part, from Da­
vid II. till 14141 as forming with Barbour a chain
of memoirs in Scotilh verfe, for the hiliory of
Scotland, almoli down to the commencement of
our memoirs ill Scotilb profe, in the biliory of
Lindfay of Pittfcottie. The {pace from 1414 till
]+31, when Lindfay begins, might be fupplied
from Bellenden's tranllation of Boethius, which
varies fiom the original, and of which Lindfay'.
work was meant to be a continuation, as we learn
from himfelf. This part of Winton and Bellen­
tlen would form two large o&vo volumes.

This preface thall be clofed with one little re­
mark, to wit, that the name of THE BR.UCE i.
given to this poem, as its genuine ancient name, as
appears from the lift of ancient Scotith poems in
Wedderburn's Complaint of Scotland, 15+9, and
from the above paffilges of Winton ••

• It is worth obfervation that, tho' the edition of this
work .6.6 be the olddl: difcovercd, yet there muft: have been
at leaft one more ancient: for Gordon, in his Hi}ltn'u of
Brttct, a poem printed at Dort 1615, 4to. mentions dna
poem, as II the old printed book," in his preface; where he
alfo fpeaks of a MS. on vellum, containing a poetical life of
Bruce by Peter Fenton, a monk of Melrofe, written ill
1169 I from which he borrows fome incidents. It ended,
as Gordon's, with the battle of BanDOCburn. The MS. be.
longtd to Donald Farqulw-foll.
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, Promtt. - Stait of Scotland at the deth if
AtEXANDEk. I1L-Sto,;e of DOUGLAs.-?"'he

hijtorie begini's with tlle cunand maid betwren
ROBERT DE BRUYSE, aftlrward King, and·
Schir JOHN CUMIN.-Traitory of CUMIN,

fJuha betrays ROBERT til EDWARD 1. 0/ Eng.
/anti.
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STORY S E to rede ar delitabill,
Suppofe that thai he nought but fahill j

Than fuJd fioryfe that {uthfaO: wer,
And thai war {aid on gud maner,
Have doubill plerance in herying.
The fyrfi plefance is thair carping,
And the 'tothir thair futhfafines,
That {chewys the thing rycht as it was j

And fuch thyngs that ar likand
Tyll manys herying ar plefand.
Tbairfor I wald fayne fet my will, .
Giff my wyt mycht fuffice thairtill,
To put in wryt a futhfafi: fiory
That it leO: ay furth in memory

B2.

5

10

Swa

Coogle

I
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Swa that na tyme of lenth it let,
Nor ger it haly be forget.
For auld fioryfe, that men redys,
Rcpraifer.ts to thaim the dedys
Of fialwart folk, that Iywyt ar,
Rycht as thai than in prefcnce war.
And certes thai fuld weill have pryfe
That in thair tyme war wyght and wyfe j

And led thair Iyff in gret trawaill,
And oft, in hard fiour of bataill,
\Van rycht gret price off chewalry,
And war woydyt off cowardy.
As was King ROBER T off Scotland,
That hardy was of hart and hand,
And gud Schyr JAMES OFF DOUGLAS,

That in hys tyme fa worthy was,
That off hys price, and hys bounte,
Into far lands renownyt wafe he.
Off thairn I thynk this Buk to ma:
Now God gyff grace that I may fwa
Tret it, and bryng it till endying,
That I fay nought bot futhfafi thing.

When ALEXANDER the King was deid,
That Scotland haid to fieyr and leid,

20

3°

35

,

" Ver. 37. AlexanderIII.l1i:d 16 March u86. Margaret his
grand-daughter reigned till U90: an inter-regnum followed,
till 30 November u9:t, when John Baliol was crowned; who
was depofed by Edward I. of England, in u96. Another
inter-regnum fucceeded, till 2.7 Mar~h 1306, when Robert
the Great, the hero of-this poem, afcendcd the thl"One. "

The
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The land fax yer, and moyr perfay,
Ley defolat after hys day.
Till that !he Barnage at the lall
Affemblyt thaim, and fayndyt fall
To choyfe a king, thair land to ller,
That off awnceftry cumyn wer
Off kings, that aucht that roawtie,
And mayft had rycht thair king to be.
Bot Enwy, that is fa feloune,
Maid amang thaim great defcenfeoun;
For (um wald haiff the BALLEOLL king,
For he was cumyn off the dffspryng
Off hyr that eldeft fyllir was.
And othir fum nyt aU that cafe;
And (aid that he thair king fuld be
That war in als ner degre,
And cumyn war of the neill male,
And in branch collaterale:
Thai faid fucceffion of kyngrik
Was nocht to lawer feys lik ;
For ther mycht fucced na female,
Q!Jhill foundyn mycbt be ony male,
Thaw that in hir ewyn defcendand,
Thai bar all other wayis on hand;
For than the neyft cumyn off the feid,
Man or wom~n, fuld fucceid.

s

45

56•

ss

60

Ver.6J, 6s. Sic MS.-E1itions read, with equal obfcurity,
That were in line even defcendand i
They bear all othelWife in hand.

B 3 Be
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Be this refoun. that part thought hale, 6S
That the Lord of Anantiyrtla/e,
ROBER T the BR WYSE ErIe off Carrylr;
Oucht to fucceid to the kynryk.
The Barownys thus war al difcord,
That on na maner mycht accord: 70
Till at the laft thai all concordyt,
That all thair fpek fuld be recordyt
Till Schyr EDUUARD off Yng/and King,
And he fuld fwer that, bot fellyeyng,
He fuld that arbyter difclar, 75
Qf thir twa that I tauld off ar,
Q!1hilk fucceid to fick a hycht,
And lat him ryng that had the rycht.
This ordynance thaim thocht the beft,
F or at that tyme was pefe and re!l: 80

Ver. 68. David "Earl of Huntingdon, granMon of David
I. was the fouree of the claimants, Baliol and Bruce. The
former was grandfon of Margaret, eldeR: daughter of Earl
David; the latter was fon of Ifabella, the fecond daughter.
Sir David Dalrymple, to whole valuable labours on Scotia.
hittory thefe notes will often be inuehted, has thewn that
Baliol was undoubtedly the legal hcir of the Scoti1h crown.
Barbour, in fpeaking of Bruce as the male heir only, opparCl
lIim to Dervorgil, the mother of Baliol, who was alive. Baliol
was fon of Dervorgil, daughter of Margaret, daughter of
Earl David. Bruce was fon of !fabella. B~t it is clear that
Margaret, and her daughter Dervorgil, ancl tht:ir defcendants,
mull have enjoyed the crown bofore Tfabella, or any of her
defcenuants. Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, competitor with
John Baliol, was gran<1father of our hero.

Betwyx
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Betwyk Scotland and Ywgt.J bath,
And thai couth not perfawe the tkaith,
That towart thaim was appel"ll.lld ;
F or that al the King off r"lland
Hdd fwylk freyndlhi~ and tumpany 8S
To thair king, that was (wa worthy,
Thai trowyt that he, as gud nyghbur,
And as freyndfome compofitur,
WaId hawe jugyt in lawte.
Bot otherwayis all yheid the gIe. C)O

A! blynd folk (ull ofF all foly f
Raid ye unbethocht you enbrly,
Qyhat perell to you mycht apper,
Ye had not wrocht on that maner.
Haid ye taoe keip how at that King 9S
Alwayes, forowtyn fojournying,
Trawayllyt for to wyn fenyhory,
And throw his mycht till occupy
Lands, that war till bim marcheand.
As Wa/is was, and als Ireland; 100

That he put to fwylk thrillage,
That thai, that. war olF hey perage,
Suld ryn on (ute, as rebaIdailJ.
~han he wald OUF folk alraill
Durft nane of Wa/il in bataill ride, 105
Nor yhet fra ewyn fell abyd,
CaneU or wallyt toune within,
That be ne fuld Iyff and Iymys tyne.

B + Into
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Into fwilk thrillage thaim held he,
That he ourcome throw his powfie. 110

Ye mycht fe he fuld occupy
Throw flycht, that he ne mycht throw maifiiry. I
Had ye tane kep quhat was thrillage,
And had confideryet hys ufage, I
That grypyt ay, bot gayne gevyngt I 'S
Ye fuld, forowtyn his demyng,
Haff chofyn yow a king, that mycht I
Have haldyn veyle the land in rycht.
Walys enfample mycht have bein I
To yow, had ye it forowfein, I2.Q

That be othir will him chafiy,
And wyfe men fayes he is happy.
For unfayr things may fall perfay, I
Alfe weill to morn, as yhifiirday. ,
Bot ye traifiyet in lawtc, I2.S

As fympile folk, but malvyte,
And wyft not quhat fuld eftir tyd:
For in this warId that is fa w}'de,
Is nane determynat that fall
Knaw things that ar to fall, 130

Bot God, that is off maifi powefie,
Refewyt till his maiefte,
For to knaw, in his prefcience,
Off allryn tyme the mowence.

Tn this maner afi"entyt war
The Barowns, as I raid you are

. 135

An4
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And throch thair aller hale alfent,
Meffingers till hym thai fent,
That was than in the haly lan~

On Saracen]'r warrayand. 140

And fra be wyft quhat charge thai had~
He bulkyt bym, but mar abadt

And left purpos that he had taI)fl;
And till Ing/and. agayne is ganef
And fyne till Scot/and word fend he. 14S
That thai fuld mak ane alfemble.
And he in hy fuld cum to do
In all things, as thai wrayt him to.
Bot he thocht weill, throuch thair debate,
That he fuld llely fynd the gate ISQ

How that he all the fen}'howry,
Throw his gret mycht, fuld occupy.
And to ROBERT the BRWYCE faid he,
« Gyff yow will hald in cbeyff ofF me,
« For evirmar, and thyne offspryng, ISS
'" I fall do fwa yow fall be king."
" Schyr,' faid he, ' fa God me fave,
" The kynryk I yharn I not to have.
" Bot gyff it fall off rycht to me j

" And gyff God will that it fa be i 160

" I fall ;lIs frely in all thing
" Hald it, as it affcr to king.

•
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I Or as myn eld['j forouch me
c Hald it in freyaft rowatc.'
The tothir wreythrhim, and (war 165
That he fuld have it nivir mar:
And turnyt him in wrcth away.
Bot Schyr IHON tho BALLEOLL perfay
Afi"entyt till him,' in all his will,
Q!1harthrouch fell eftir mickill ill. 170

He was king bot a little quhile,
And throuch gret futelte and ghyle,
For litill encheCone, or nane,
He was areftyt (yne and tane.
And degradyt fyne was he 17~

Off honour and off dignitc.
Q!.lhythir it was throuch wrang or rrcht,
God wat it, that is maift off mycht.

Q!1han Schyr EDOUARD, the mychty King,
Had on this wyfe done his Iikyng 180

Off ]HO"'E the BALLEOLL, that fwa fone
Was all defawtyt and undone;
To Scotland went he than in hy,
And all the land gan occupy:
Sa hale that bath callell and toune
War intill his poffeffione,
Fra TYeie anent OrRmay,
To Mullyrfnwlt in GallawtlJ.
And HufFyt all with Ing!ife men;
Schyrreffys and bailyheys maid he thain,

Vcr. ,S]. July 1196.
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And aUryn othir officers,
That for to gowern land affers,
·He maid of Inglis nation.
That worthyt than fa rych fdlone,
And fa wykkyt, and cowatoufe, 19S
And fwa hawtane, and difpitoufe,
That Scottsmm mycht do nathing
That ever mycht pleyfe to thair liking.
Thair wyffs wald thai oft farly,
And thair dochtrys difpitufiy ; 200

And gyff any off thaim thairat war wrath,
Thai watyt hym wele with gret ikaith.
:For thai fuld fynd fone encheCone,
To put him to deil:ruCt:ione.
And gyff that ony man thaim by 20$

Had ony thing that was worthy,
As horfe, or hund, or othir thing,
That war plefand to thair liking-,
With rycht or wrang it have wald thai.
And gyff ony wald thai withCay, 210

Thai fuld fwa do, that thai fuld tyne
Othir land, or lylt; or leyff in pine.

Vcr. 195. Edward 1. was a brave aDd warlike prince,
yet had the innate cruelty of a favage; fa that the maxim,
that cowards are always cruel, will not bear to be reverfcd.
This cruelty was a part of his c1ifporition, not of his pOli.
tics: for nothing can be more impolitic in a conqueror than
cruelty; as the Rom:m empire, which flood upOn clemency,
and many other examples on both fides, prove. Scotland mighl
pernaI''' have remained annexcd to England, jf Edward h:ul
eyCD had political clelDcncy.
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For thai dempt thaim eftir thair will,
Talcand na leep to rycht, na !kill.
A qubat thai dempt thaim felonly ! 2 r$
:For gud knychts that war worthy,
For litill enchefowne, or than nane,
Thai hangyt be the nele-bane. '
Ais that folic, that evir was frey
And in fredome wount fOr to be, 220

Throw thair gret myf£hance, and foly,
War tretyt than fa wykkytly,
That their fays thair jugis war; .
Ql1bat wrechitnes may man have mar 1

A! fredome is a nobill thing! 215
Fredome mayfe man to haiff liking;
Fredome all folace to man giffis ;
He levys at efe, that frely levys !
A noble hart may haiff nane efe,
Na ellys nocht that may him plefe, 230'

Gyff fredome failyhe: for fre liking
Is yharnyt our all othir thing.
N a he, that ay hafe levyt fre,
May nocht knaw weill the propyrtc,
The angyr, na the wrechyt dome, :l3S
That is cowplyt to foule thyrldome.
Bot gyff he had alf'ayitit,
Than all perquer he fuld it wyt;

Ver. us. Ollr poet hen: gives into a moving digreffion, in
praife of liberty I and expoli:s, in ftriking colours, the miCe- ":
rici of aavery. .



II U Ie E I.

And fuld think fredome mar to pryCe,
Than all the gold in warld that is. 240

Thus contrar things cvirmar,
Difcoweryngs off the tothir are
And he that thryll is has not his j

All that he hafc enbandownyt is
Till hys lord~ quhatevir he be, 245
Yheyt hare he not fa mekill fre
As frc wyU to leyve, or de,
That at hys hart hym draws to dre.
Than mayfe clerks quefiioun,
~hen thai fall in difputatiolttl, 250
That gyff man bad hys thryll oucht do,
And in the Camyn tyme come hym to
His wyff, and alkyt hym hyr det,
QEbithir.he hys lords neid fuld bet,
And pay fryft that he owcht, and Crne 25S
Do furth hys lords commandyne;

-Or leve onpayit hys wyfF, and do
The things that commandyt is hym to.
I leve all the foilltioun
Till thaim that ar off mar renoun. 26.
Bot fen thai mak fie competying
-Betwixt the deus off wedding,
And lords bidding till hys thrill,
Ye may weile fe, thoucht nane you tell,
How hard a thing that thryldome is. 265
For men may weile fe, that ar wyfe,
That wedding is the hardeft band,
That ony man may tak on hand.

And
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And thryldom is weill wer than deid,
For quhill a. thryll his lyffmay leid, 27~

Itmervys him, body and banys,
And dede anoyis him bot anys :
Schortly to fay is nane can tell
The halle conditioun off a thryU.

This gat levyt thai, and in fie thryllage 27S
Bath pur, and thai off hey perage.
l"or off the lords fum thai lIew j

And fum thai hangyt, and fum thai drew:
And fum thai put in prefoune,
Forowtyn caufe, or enchefoune. 28$
And amang others off DOUGLASE

Put in prefoune WJLYAIIl wafe,
That off DOUGLASE wafe Lord and 8yr.
Off him thai makyt a martyr;
Fra thai in prefoune him lIeucb, 285
His lands that fayr inewch,
Thai the Lord off Clyffurd gave.
He had a fone, a litill knave,

That
Vcr. :&SI. There was no Earl of this great family till 1357.

A""als if Scotland, II. u.... Barbour urea Syr for Lard.
being a contra8ion of Seigtmlr. Our application of Sir to
Imighu only is of modem date: and anciently even prielta
had the Sir,·a tranfiation of Dllfllimu, implying either Lord
or Mafter. The chiefs of Douglas were barons; and the
title of Sir prefixt to their names, and to others by modem
writen, following the ancient, i. improper, becaufe that
prelixture now belongs to knights only, whereas in ancient
1imes even kings had it j Sebir Ed'Ward tblnobiJ Killg. Baron

William
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t was than bot a litill page j

ryne he was off gret wafiage, 290
fadyrs dede he wengyt fua,
t in lng/and, I underta,
; nane off lyve that him ne dred j

he fa fele off harnys fched,
t nane that Iyvys thaim can tell: 29S
wondirly hard thing fell
him, or .he till (tate was bracht.
ir was nane aventur that mocht
ay his hart, na ger him let
10 the thing that he wer on fet j 30()
he thocht ay entirly
10 his deid awyfcly.
hocht weilL he wis worth na feyle,
t mycht of nane anoyis feyle ;
als for till cfcbeve gret things, 305
hard trewalys, and bargangings,

l fuld ger his price dowblyt be.
airfor, in all his lyvetyme, he

am Douglas was the firll: nobleman who joined Wallace,
u97, in the heroic attempt to free his country, over.

1 u96 by Edward I. an attempt utterly ruined at Fal.·
July u98: fo that Wallace'. progref. was terminated
welve-month, or fo; and Henry'. poem on him i. but
,iftory of two years, while this of Barbour embraces
y-four. Wallace was taken, and beheaded, 11°4--5 ;
Villiam Douglas had deferted him, Augult U97, and
:d himfelf prifoner to Edward I. AtuuJJs, I. 24-9. BareD
I Douglas, whofe deed, grate this poem, wai hi. fon.

Was
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Was in gret paYllJ and gret trewaill,
AIKi nivir wald for myfcheiff faill, 310
Bot dryve the thing rycht to the end,
And talc the ure that God wald fend.
His name was JAMES 01' DOUGLAS:

And quhen he herd his fadyr was
Put in pre'foune fa fellounly, 31S
And a his lands halyly
War gevyn to,the CLYFFUR.D perfay,
He wyft not quhat to do na fay;
F or he had natthing for to difpend,
Na thair was nane that evir kend 320
\Vald do fa mekill for him, that he
Mycht fufficiantly fundyn be.
Than wis he wondir will off wane,
And fodanly in hart has tane,
That he wald trewail our the fe, 32S
And a quhile in Paryft be,
And dre myfcheiff quhar nane him kend,
Till God fwn fuccours till him fend.
And as he thocht he did rycht fua,
And fone to Paryft can he ga, 330
And levyt thair full fympolly,
The quhOlir he glaid was and joly ;
And till fw}'Ik thowtefnes he yeid,
As the courfe aiks off yowtheid.
And umquhill into rybbaldaill, 335
And that may mont tyme awaill,
For knawlage off mony fiats,
May quhile awailrc full mony gats.

AI
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As to the gud ErIe off AR T A YIS

ROBERT, befell in his dayis. 34-0
For oft feynyeyng off rybbaldy
Awailyeit him, and that gretly.
And CatDne rayis us, in his wryt,
That to fenyhe foly quhilc is wyt.
In Paryft ner thre yer duellyt he; 34-5
And then come tythands our the fe,
That his fadyr was done to ded.
Then wis he wa, and will of red;
And thocht that he wald hame agayne,
To Iuk gyff he, throw ony payn, 350
Mycht wyn agayn his heretage,
And his men out off all thryllage.
To Saint Androws he come in hy~

~har the Byfchop full curtafiy.
Refavyt him, and gert him wer 35S
His knyvys forouch him to fcher i

And c1ed him rycht honorabilly,
And gert ordayn quhar he fuld Iy.
A weile gret quhile thair dwdlyt he;
All men lufyt him for his bounce i 360
For he was off full fayr eWer,
Wyfe, curtaife, and deboner i

Larg, and luffand, als was he,
And our all things luWyt lawre.

Ver. 339' Two Roberts, Earl~ of Artois, are famous J
Jl. I. U37, R. II. uSa. It (cema uncertain to which our
author alludes.

Vcr. 353. William of Lamberton.
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THE BRVCE:

. Bot

Lawte to luff is gret wily, 36"5
Throuch lawte lifFs men rycht wiOy;
With a wertu, and lawte,
A man may yeit fufficyand be.
And but lawte may nane haiff pryfe,
~hither he be wycht, or he be wyfe; 370
For quhar it fail)'eys, na wertu.
May be off price, na off valu,

• To mak a man fa gud, that he
May fymply callyt gud man be.

He was in all his deds lele, 37S
For him dedeynycit not to dele
\Vith trecher}', na with falret.
His hart on hey honour wis fet :
And him cuntcntyt on fie maner,
That all him luffyt that war him ner: 3Sa
Bot he was not fa fayr, that we
Suld fpek gredy off his beaute;
In wyfagc wis he fum deill gray,
And had black har, as I hard fay;
Bot off Iymys he wis weill maid, 38S
'With banys gret, and fcbuldrys braid.
His body war weill maid, and lenye,
As thai that faw him faid to me.
~hen he wis blyth he wis lully,
And mcyk, and fweyt in cumpany. 390

Ver.190. Does Mr. Home allude to tlUa paffage, iR bia
admirable tragedy of Douglas?

------mild with the mild.
But'with the froward he was fierce as fire.
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. Bot quha in battaill mycht him fe
Anothir cuntenance had -he.
And in fpek ulifpyt he fum deiU ;
Bot that fat him tycht wondre weilL
Till gud ECTOR of 'Troy mycht he 395
In mony things liknyt be:
ECTOR had blak har as he had,
And flark lymys, and rycht weill maid,
And ulyfpit alfua as did he,
And wis fulfillyt in leavre; 400
And wis curtaife, and wyfe, and wycht.
Bot off manheid, and mekill mycht,
Till ECTOR dar Inane comper,
Off all that evir in warldys were
For in hys tyme fa wrocht he, 405
That he fuld gretly luvyt be.

-He duellyt thair, quhill on a trd,
The King EDUU ARD, with mekill prid,
Come to Strroillynt with gret mengye,
For till hald thair ane dfemble. 410
Thyddirwart went mony barowne,
Byfchop WYLYAME offLAMBYRTOUNK

Reid thyddyr als, and with him was
This Squyer IAMIS ofDoWGLAS.

The Byfchop led him to the King, 41S
And (aid, " Scileyr, I to you bryng

Va. 41:&. For the atlions of this double and deligning
prelate, fee Annals ofScotland.
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" This child, that c1emys )·our man to be,
u And ~rays you per cheryte,
" That ye re{ave his homage
" And grants him his heretage." 420
C Q!.,hat lands cIemys he?' {aid the King.
" Schyr, gyff that it be your liking,
" He cIemys the lord{chip off Doug/as,
" For lord thiroff hys faddyr was."
The King then wrethyt him entirly, 4 25
And {aid, ' Schyr BY(C;lOp, {ekyrly
e Gyff you wald kcp ye fewte,
e Yow maid nane fie {peking to me.
l His faddyr ay wis my fay feloune,
e And deyt thairfor in my prefoun, 430
«And wis agayne my Maicfle:
, Q!1harfor hys ayr I aucht to be.
e Ga purchis land quhar dr he may,
, For thairoff haWys he nane perf.ty i

Vcr. 417. Child was a term for a Damoiftall, or lIoble
youth, before he was knighted. Wl.ence HOrll Child, all

old Englith romance; and Child MilfIri(t, a fine Scotilh
ballad. The later i& I'ometimes called Gil MallriCl; mil
Gil has the fame meaning, tho' now ufed fo~ chiJJ ia
the Buch,ln dialeCl. Gil in proper namel is Gotbic~ not
lrith, as fome imagine: Gilimer, Gilb".t, /!cc. /!cc. are
knoWn Gothic namel. So our Gillies, filiI'] JIft; Gil.
chrilt, filiN! Cbrifli; Gilbride, fiJill! Brigi""; and otben.
The Irith is full of Gothic words, becaufe the Danes and
Norwegians fettled in Ireland, and our highland&1 but DlI

Irilh ever went to Scandinavia.

'l'bc
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c The CLYFFUR.J) &11 thaim haiff, for ho 4'35
c Ay Icly has ferwyt to me.'

- The Byfchop hard him fwa an(uer,
And durfr than fpek till him na mar ;.
Bot fra hys prcfcnce went in by,
F or he dred Cayr his felouny: #0
Swa that he na mar fpak tbairto.
The King di4 that he com to do ;
And went till lng/and fyn agayn,
With mony man of mekill mayn.

LORDINGS! Q...UHA LIJ[S FOR. TILL HER.) 445
THE ROMANYS NOW BEGYNYS HER,

Ver.446. This word RlIWIa)'sdoet not mean what we now
term a ru1lUDUI, or fitHon; but a namuion of faas in
J'WIUlIlCt, or the 'tuJgar tongUl. This ufe of the tenn is the
Ftluine one, while we abufe it. Decrees of councils, and
other remains of the ninth and tenth centuries in France,
fhew that tbe,Franc;ic, or GtTman, was the court language;
while the common people fpoke the JiJlgNa ROItUlIUI rwJIica,
or rom3JICC. When this laft language had vrevailed, as
wat of the greater number always does, and began to be
Written, it was long called rD11lanu, hut laterly French.
Such was a1fo the c;afe in Spain and Italy. See Hiji. tU
I4l411gtu FrlllU. prefixed to the PotJiti tiM Roi de Na'l:arre,
Paris 17+'" As tales were firft written in romance, the
Dame of the language paired to the fubjea. Barbour begins,'
nr. S, &c, with telling us, that his narration is frith/aft, or
true: and the reader needs only perufe Dtllf)'mp/t'S Annals,
to fee the nrac;ilJ' of molt, if not all of it.

e 3 Off
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Off men that war in gret diftrefs,
And alTayit full gret hardynes,
Or thai mycht cum till thair entent;
Bot Cyne our Lord 6c grace thaim Cent, 450
That thai fyne, throw thair gret walour,
Come till gret hycht, and till honour,
Magre thair foyis ivir ilk. ane,
That war fa fele, that ane till ane
Off thaim thai war weill a thoufand ; 455
Bot quhar God holpys quhat may withfiand ?
Botand we fay the futhfafines,
Thai war Cum tyme ev'n mar than les ;
Bot God that maift is off all mycht,
PreCerwyt thaim in bys forfycht, 460
To weng the harme, and the contrer,
All that fele fol~ and pantener
Dyd till fympill folk and worthy,
That couth not help thaimfelfs forthy.
Thai war lik to the Machabtys, 46S
That, as men in the Bibell feys,
Thro"" thair gret worfchip and walour,
Faucht into mony ftallwart ftour,
For to de1yvir thair countre
Fra folk that, throw iniquite, 4iO

Ver. 4-58. As being not only few, but diCcomfited, divided,
difpirited.

Vcr....6:&. The editions read:
To venge the harmes, and the contrares,
That they fell folk and opprelfara.

HaJd
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HaId thaim and thairs in tbrillage:
Thai wroucht fua throw their waifdage,
That, with few folk thai had victory
Off mychty Kings, as fayis the ftory,
And delyveryt thai! land all fre; 4-15
~harfor thair name fuld lovyt be.

This Lord the BR.WYSE I fpale of ayr.
Sawall the kynryk fwa farfayr,
And fwa trawlyt the folk faw he,
That he thairoff had gret pite. 480
Bot quhat pite that e'er he had
Na cuntenance thairoff he maid,
Till on a tyme Schyr IHONE CUMIN.

As thai come ridanu fra Strewillyn,
Said till hym, 'Schyr, will ye not fe, 4-85
« How that gowernyt is thys countre 1
« Thai fla our folic, but enchefoune,
« And hald thys land agayne refoune,
« And ye thairoff fuld lord be;
« And gylF that ye will trow to me, 490
« Ye fall ger mak thairoff king,
C And I fall be in your helping:
« With thy ye giff me all the land,
« That ye haiff now intill your hand;
« And gyff that ye will not do fua, 495
«Na fwylk a nate upon you ta,

Ver. 483. John Cumin, of Badenoch, a branch of the pow­
erful family of Cumin; as was the earl of Buchan at this
. ItIJDC.

, All
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'All hale my land fall }JOUts be;
, And lat IDe ta the flare on me :
, And bring thys land out of thyrllage.
, For thair is ,nothir man, na page, 500
, In.all thys land bot thai fall 'ae
, Fayn to mn thaimfelvys fre.'
The Lord the BR WISE hard hys carping,
And wend he fpale bot futhfaft thing•.
And, for it likit till his will, 505
He gave his alfent fone thairtill :
And faid, " Sen ye will it be fwa,
" I will blythly upon me ta
" The frate, for I wate that' I have rycht;
" And rycht mayfe oft the feble wycht." 510

The Barownys than accordyt ar,
And that ilk. nycht writyil war
Thair endenturs, and athyis maid,
To hald that~ forfpokyn haid.

Bot off all rqings wa worth trefoune ! 5 I S
For thair is nothir duk ne baroll1lt,
Na erie na prynce, ~a king off mycht,
Thoch he be nivir fa wyfe na wicht,
For wyt, wOl'fchip, price, na renoun,
TtYr1.t ivir may wauch hym with trefoune. 520

Wis not all Troy with trefoune tane,
~hen ten yers off the wer wis gane?
Thain flayn wis mone thouf:md
Off thaim withowr, throw frrenth of hand;

As
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As DARES in hys buk he wrate, 51 i
And DYTS that knew aU thair fiate,
Thai mycht not hailf beyn tane throw mycht,
Bot trefolUle tuk them throw hyr lIycht.
And ALEXANDIR. the Conquerowr,
That conqueryt Bahylon}s tour, 530
And all this warld off lenth and breid,
In twa! yher, throw his douchty deid,
'Vis fyne defl:royit throw pufoune,
In hys awyne houfe, throw gret trefoune.
Bot or he licit hys land ddt he; 535
To fe hys dede wis gret pite.
JULUS CESAR als that wan
Brefa"e and Fro1lf!l'e, as doucbty man,
Llffryk, .Arrahe, Egipt, Surry,
And all Europe halyly, 540
And fvrhys worfchip and ualour
Oft· Rome wis fryfl: maid Empirour ;
Syne in hys capitole wis he,
Throw thaim off hys confaill prive,
Slayne with pufoune, rycht to the .<led; 545
And quhen he faw thair wis na rede,
Hys eyn with 'hys hand dorit he,
J'or to dey with mar bonefic.

Ver. 519. Stir".] is Syria.

Vcr. SH. for pufoulIe" the editions rightly red bfidljlll,
that is daggers :

-----might his quietus make .
With a bare bodt.in. Shakfp. Hamlet.

Als
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AJs ARTHuR that, throw c:hevalry.
~e Brlltme maiftris and lady SSt)
Off twal kinric:ks that he wan ;
And alfua,. as a noble man,
He wan throw. bataill Frlllhul all fre,
And Lucius ner wencufyt he.
That thain off R@II wer Empirour J 5S~
Bot yeit, for all hys gret valour,
MODRHYT hys fyftirs fQn hym flew.
And gud men ala rna then inew, .
Throw trefoune, and throw wikJcitnes.
The BR.OICH hers thairoffwitnes: 560
Sa fell off this conand making,
For the CUl4l1!l raid to the King

Vcr. 54-9. Our poet here, as ufual in hi. time, blends the
mof{ chihli/h fables with hiftOl1" This account of Arthur
j. borrowed from Geoffrey of Monmouth; and it appears
from Winton that Bas:bour wrote a book on this fubjetl.
Arthur is now known to be a non-uiftmce, beiRg a mere
epithet given by the Weith to Aureliu. Ambr06us, Art-,ur,
I The Great Man.' Gildas was coternporary with the mock.
ArtllUr, 530, but knew nothing of him, tho' in his
Epiftle (Gail Script. Angl.) he mentions five kings of Bri­
tain in hi. time. Nennius, who wrote llSS, fays nothing of
Arthur, the chapter concerning him being an addition after
the words, lxplicit OPIIS Nenllii. In /hort, till Geoffrey
wrote, 11 So, Arthur was unkDOwn. Artb.r's Stat, Ar­
thur's ROJUfd «ahlt, &c. are all names derived from the
romances, and tournam~nts; and unknown, till the thir­
teenth and fourteenth centuries. Arthur was the Fingal,
the Roland, of Wales; nay, of Britain, after Geoffrey's
time.

OIF
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Off l.gland, and tald all this cafc;
Bot, I trow, not all as it was.

Bot thc endentur tin him gaf he, 565
That foune fchawyt the iniquitc :
~harfor fyne he tholyt cled,
Than he couth fet thairfor na rede.
~hen the King faw the endentur,
He wer angry out of mefur, 570
And fwour that he (uld wengeance ta
Off that BRWYu, that prefwnyt fwa
Aganys him to brawle or ryfe,
Or to confpyr on fie a wyfc.
And to Schyr IHoN CUMYN faid he 575
That he fuld, for his Jawre,
Be rewardyt, and that heIy:
And he him thankit humyly.
Than thoucht he to pavc the Jeding
Off all SCDtlaU, but ganc faying, 580
Fra at the BRtWYSH to 4cd war browcht.
Bot oft failyes the ful's thoucht :
And wife mrnys ctIing
Cum}'S not ay to that ending
That thai think it fall cum to, S8S
For God wate weiD quhat is to do.
Offhis etlyng rycht fwa it fell,
As I fall aftirwarts tell,
He tult hys leve, and hame is went.
And the King a parlyament 590

Gert
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Gert ret thaireftir haftely;
And thydder fomownys be in by
The Barownys of his roalte.
And to the Lord the Ba WYSE fend he,
Bydding to cum to that gadryng. 595
And he that'had na perfawyng
Off the treroune, na the falfet,
Raid to the King but Iangir let.
At)d in Lundon him herberyd he,
The fyrft day of thair alrembly ; 600
Sync on the morn to court he went.
The King fat into parlyament, .
And forouch hys cunfaill prive,
The Lord the SR WYSE thair callyt he,
And fchawyt him the endentur, 605
He wis in full gret aventur
To hym hys lyff; bot God of mycht
Prererwyt hym till hyer hycht,
That wald not that he fwa war dede.
The King betaucht hym in that aeid 610

The endentur, the feyle to fe,
And alkyt gyff it enfelyt he?
He lukyt the feyle entendy,
And anfweryt till him humyIy,
And fayd, ., How that I fimpell be, 615
" My feyle is not all tyme with me;
" Ye have ane othir it to ber,
" ~arfor gyff that your wills wer,

Ver.615. The editions read tbrlJ'W thai.
Vcr. 617. The fame read I ha'lJf.

"I alk
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CC I ark you refpyt for to fe
" This lettir, and thairwith awyfit be, 610

" Till to morn that ye be fet :
" And then, forowtyn langer let,
" This lettir fall I entyr heyr,
" Before all your cunfaill planer j

" And thairtill into borwch draw I 625
" Myn herytage all halily."
The King thoucht he was traiA: eneweh,
Sen he in borweh hys lands dreweh :

. And let hym with the lettir pa{[e,
Till ('ntyr it, as forfpokin was. 630

THE END 0 F B \1 Ie;. I.
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ROBERT jim tD Scoth'ld, and ki/ls CUMIN III

Dumfrtis.-DOUGLAS mtits him neir Lochmo­
ban, and thay becufh jiker frtinds.-RoBiR T i,
crounil at Scon,-gangs to Ptrth, and challongtl
Sthir AYMBR DE VALLANGE, Wardan of
Scotland, to battlt - is r1ujit, and fudgts ill
Mttb'Utn Parl- is ",tr,1y titfait ~t Scbir Ay­
MER - rttraits to tht Grampian Hills-gilts
to Abtrdtn, quhllr tht ~Ut'lt, and uthtr Iodns
mtit hi",. -,Prai[t ofltwt and W~mtn, tnftmpiltd
fro Thtban florit. - erht Inglis advauncing, tb,
Xing agant retraits futb-wljl to tbl Grampia.
hiD,.
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THE BRWYSE went till hys innys fwyth,
Bot wyt ye weile he wis full blyth,
That he had gottyn that refpyt.
He callit his marfchall till him tyt,
And bad him luk on all maner; 5
That he rna till hys men gud cher;
For he waId inhys chambre be,
A weill gret quhile in priuate,
With him a clerk forowtyn rna.
The marfchall till the hall gan ga, 10
And did hys Lordys comanding.
The Lord the BR WYSE, but mar letting,
Gert priue1y bryng fredys twa,
He and the clerk forowtyn rna,
Lap on, forowtyn perfawing, 15
And day and nycht, but foiournying,
Thai raid; quhill, on the fyfte day,
Cumyn till Louchmoban ar thai.
Hys brodyr EDUUARD thai thair f.md,
That thoucht ferly it tak on handt
- VOL. I. D That
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That thai come hame fa priue1y:
He tald hys brodyr halyly
How that he thair fquch.t WiJs.
And how he chapyt 'wis throw cafe.
Sa fell it in the f;r.myn tyd, - 2.5
That< at Drumft'lft, rycht thair bdide,
Schir {HONE theCUMYN, foiournyng maid,
The BR. WYSE lap on, and thydir raid j

And thoucht forowtyn mar letting,
For to qwyt hym hys difcouerying. 3<;1
ThydUir he raid, .but langar let,
And with Schyr {HONE the CUMYN .met,
In the Frers, at the hye awter,
And fchawyt him, with laucband cher,
The endentur: fyne with a knyff 35
Rycht in that fred hym reft the lyff.
Schyr EDUUAR.D CUMYN als wis lh,m,
And oddirs monyoff muill mayn.

Vcr. 26. Dumfries. the celebrated CajlnutI pun.,."",:
Dun. mons. cafll/iM.. j Fre, pU//1l11fJbilis: See the Glo/faries
of Wachter. Verelius. &c. Edinburgh is erront'Outly thought

• the Cajlru1ll PIIIlUuIU*, as it was thought the c.'~.
4!11ta. th01 the later be In\lernefs. &thing can ~

more rifible than to feelrilh etymologifts tell us. that DMlJ
Edin, the lrith name of Ediubw'gh, implies Caflrll A/ata i
but, if they had feen Ptolem.y, and known that Invc:mefs
was the Cajlra AlMA. doubtlef. \hey would have told \It

- that In<lJlnUfs was Irilh for Cajlra 4Iala..
Ver. 33. The Church of Minorites, 01" Gray Friars.
Ver. 37. Sir Robert Cumin, not Sir Edward. But for

this. and other ,particular. coace.rning this airair. fee Annals
.f Scotland. I. ~91,
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Not for this yeit fum men Cayis,
That that debat fell othirwayis : 40
Bot quhatfaevyr maid the debate,
Thair throueh he deyt, weill I wat.
He myfJyd that gretly but wer,
That gave na gyrth to the awter.
Thairfor fa. hard myfeheiffhym fell, 45
That I've herd never in Romanys tell,
Off man fa hard frayit as wis he,
That eftirwart com to fie bounte.

Now agayne to the King ga we j

That on the morn, with hys barne, 50
Sat intill hys parleament;
And eftir the Lord the BR WYSE he fent,
Rycht till his in with knyehtys kene.
Qyhen he oft tyme had eallit been,
And hys men eftir hym aikit thai, SS
Thai faid that he, fen yhyiftirday,
DueIt in hys ehambyr ythanly,
With iI clark with him evirly.
Than knokyt thai at hys chambyr, thair,
And quhen thai hard nane mak anluer, 60
Thai brak the dur, bot thai fand noeht,
The quheyir the ehambre hale thai foucht.

Ver. #. Gyrth is a fanCiuary in Icelandic. To give no
gyrth, implies, • to refufc the place that privilege.'

Vcr. +9, Edward of Engl:mrl.
Ver. 58. Ckr;rul, a Clergyman 1 As fuch alone could

~rite, they were the urua! feeretarie. of the lime.

D 2. Thai
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Thai tauld the King than hale the cafe,
And how that he efchepyt was.
He wis of hys efchap fary; 65
And fwair in ire, full fialwartly,
That he fuld drawyn and hangyt be.
Re menaufyt as he thocht, bot he
Thoucht that fuld pafe ane oythir way.
And quhen he, as ye hard me fay, 7-
lntill the kyrk Schyr IHONE haid lIayn,
Till LDu,hmabane he went againe;
And gert men with hys lettres ryd,
To freynds upon ilk fid,
That come to hym with thair mengye, 75
And hys men als alfemblyt he:
And thocbt that he wald mak hym king.
Our all the land the word gan fpryng,
That the BR WYSE the CUMYN had lIayn;
/Lnd amang othyrs lettres ar gayn 80
To the Byfchop of Androwft towne,
That tauld how lIayn wis that baroune.
The lettre tauld him all the deid,
And he till hys men gert reid,
And fythJn faid thaim fekyrly, 85
, I hop THOMAS prophecy
, Off HERSILDOWNE, weryfyd be
, In hym; for fwa our Lord help me !

Ver. 86. Thomas Rymour, of Ercildon, a famous poet i.
his time, u76, and author of the Romance of Trillram,
now unfortunately loft. He was already, 130'''' celebrated
al a prophet, as Orpheus, Linus, and other early poets.

, I hail
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C I haiff gret hop he fall be King,
C And haiff this land all in leding.' 90

JAMES off DOWGLAS that ay quhar
Allways befor the Byfchops char,
Had weill hard all the lettre red,
And he tuk alfua full gud hed
To that the Byfchop had faid. C))
And quhen the burdys doun war laid,
Till chamyr went thai then in hy;
And JAMES of DOWGLAS priuely
Said to the Byfchop, ' Schyr, ye fe
e How Ing/ifmen, throw thair powfi:e, 100

, DyLheryeys me off my land,
, And men has gert you undirfi:and,
, Als that the ErIe off Carryk
C Clamys to govern the kinryk :
, And, for yon man that he has flayn, lOS

, All Inglifmen ar hym agayn,
e And wald diLheryfe him blythly,
C The quethyr with hym duell wald I.
e Thairfor, Schyr, gyff it war your will,
'I wald tak with hym gud and ill: 110

e Throw hym I trow my land to wyn,
e Magre the CLYFFURD, and hys kyn.'
The Byfchop hard, and had pite,
And faid, " Swet fon, fa God help me !
" I wald blythly that yow war thair, lIS
" Bot at I not reprowyt war.

Vcr. 96. When the table. were removed.

D 3 cc On
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C( On thus maner weile wyrk ye may,
" You faIl tak Ferrand my palfray,
C( And for thair is na horCe in this land
" Swa fw}'cht, na yeit fa weill at hand, 120

" Tak hym as off thine awyne he wid,
" As I had gevyn thairto na reid.
" And gyff hys yhcmar oucbt gruchys,
~ Luk that yow tak hym magre his i

" Swa fall I weill affOllyeit be. uS
" Mychty God, for h}'s powfte,
cc Graul1t, that he that yow paffe to,
" And yow in. all tyme fa weill to do,
" That ye yow na your fays defend !"
He taucht hym filvir to defpelld, 13a
And (yne gaiff hym gud d;ly,
And bad him pare furth on his way,
For he ne wald fpek till he war galle.
The DOWGL,AS than hys way has tane
Rycht to the horflo, as he hym bad i 135'
Bot he that hym in yhemfell had,
Than warnyt bym difpitouJIy;
Bot he that wretb hym encrely,
Fellyt him with a fuordys dynt.
And fyne, foromyn langar ftynt:t '40
The horfe he fadylt haftely,
And lap on hym delybritJy,

Vtr. 130. Perhaps raucht. reached to him. held out ~
him.

Vcr. 139' That is, knocked him down with the back of
IUs fword, Ol' wi&h it undrawn.

And
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And pa['yt furth but leve taking.
Der God, that is off Hevyn King!

. Sauff him, and fchllld hym fra hys fayes! 14S
All hym alane the way he taes
Towart the towne of LOluhmabant;
And, a litill fra Aryk Stant;
The BRWYS! with a gret rout he met,
That raid to Setlnt for to be fet IS0

In kings frole, and to be king.
And quhtn DoWGLAS raw hys cumyng,
He raid, and hailfyt hym in hy,
And lowtyt hym full curtally;
And tauld hym haly all hys frate, 155
And quhat he was, and als how gat,
The CLYFFURD held hys heretage:
And that he come to mak homage
Till hym as till hy! rychtwife King,
And at he boune wer, in all thing, 160

Ver. J 50. Scone, the re/idence of ourancient kings. Towns
flf the fame name are frequent in Denm~rk, Norway, and
Sweden. In the Saxon dialeCl of the Gothic, it is Shtm,
the old name of Richmond. Both words imply jhinillg,
Jpkndid.

The chief palace of our Pikilh monarchs was at For.
teviot, where Kenneth died 860, according to our old chro­
nicles publilhed I>y Innes, in that beft work on our anti.
quities, his Critical Elfay. Forteviot is fouth of the river
Ern, oppofite to Dupplin. See Fordun, xiii. s3' It is a
pity that the lite and remains of the palace of Forteviot are
Dot inveftigatcd. Perhaps curious antiquities may be found
b\lri~d there. A work on the hillory and antiquities of
Perthlhire would be very acceptable.

D 4- To

•
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To tak with hym the ~d and ill.
And quhen the BRWYSE had herd hys wiD,
He refawyt him in gret daynte,
And men, and armys, till hym gafF he.
Re thoucht weile he fuld be worthy, 165
For all hys eldrs war douchty.
Thus gat maid thai thair aquentance,
That nivir fyne, for na kyn chance,
Depertyt quhill thai lyffand war j

Thair frendfchip woux ay mar and mar j J 70
For he ferwyt ay leleJy,
And the toddyr full willfully,
That wis bath worthy, wycht, and wy{e,
Rewardyt him weile hys feruice.
The Lord the BRWYSE to G/a[cfJW raid, J75
And fend about hym, qubill he haid
Off hys freynds a gret menyhe.
Ana fyne to Scont in hy raid he,
And was maid king but langer let,
And in the kings ftole wer fet : J 80

As
Vcr. 175. According to Jocelin. in his Life of St. Ken.

tegern. the old name of Glafgow was Cathures. In the
fame produaion arc feveral curious anecdotes concerning
tllis city. The fiory of the queen of Strath.Clydc's ring.
and the falmon, which make part of the arm. of Glafgow.
iliews that even heraldry is indebted to the Lives of Saints,
the chief erudition of the midille ages.

Ver.180. The famous ilone was fent into England by
Edward I. fo that the ling's fl()()J hen: implies a regal chair.
The lrilh churchnwn, old fathers of our hillory, (as all ollr
pliella c:ame from lona. or lcolmkill) fabled that this /tone

came
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200

The
ame from I~laDd. But I find no trace of ruch a prall ice
in Inland; while in Sweden, Denmark, Norway, all tho
old kings~ placed on a fione, in the midll of a plain,
and crowned in "iew of the people. Such Ilones were called
lthrtzlnr. See Olaus Magnus, Locceniuti, Mallet, &c. &.:.

Robert the Great (if eYer king deferved that title) was
crowned 2.7 March 1306.

Vcr. 2.00. Aymer de Vallange, Earl of Pembroke. The
~er muil not be furprized at tbis period to lind nobles
DIO~ frequently de6gned by their names than by their ti.
tics. Titles had omy become hereditary in tlle eleventla

century.

11 U KEn.'

As in that tyme wis the maner.
Bot off thair noble gret aff'er,
Thair feruice, na thair roalte,
Ye fall her na thing now for me ;
Owtane that he off the barnage
That thyddir com, tok homage:
And fyne went our all the land,
Frends, and frendfchip purchefand,
To maynteyin that he had begunyn.
He wyft, or all the land war wounyn,
He fuld find full hard barganyng
With hym that wis off' ]ngIo1"J King:
For thair wis nane ·off Iyff fa fell,
Sa pantener, na fa eruell.

And quhen to EDUUARD King was tauld,
Howat the BaWY SE, that wis fa bauld,
Had broucht the CUMYN till ending,
And how he fyne had maid hym King,
Owt oft" hys *yt he went weill ner»
And callyt till hyoi Schyr AMER
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210

115

220

With

century. The firll EllJ'ls wtnl 1DOI"!i), Iheriffs tlf counties I

and the popular lJIOuth was not yet accuftomed to the in.
novation.

Ver. ~o5. I know not the meaning of d"agt1fUI: the edi­
tions fcem rightly to read tilUl/IlOlUI, that is, JUtpl or forts to

bridle the rebels.
Ver. ~ 11. Of the Moubrnys, a Norman race, the~ wen

powclful families both iu England and Scotland. The
name i. lim common in the later country.

Ver. ~n. Inghiram de Umfraville.
Vcr. ~19' A tQwn notl:d in the old ~a1a of war, and

DOW

The W ALLANG, .dtat was wyfe and -..ycht,
And off hys hand a worthy knycht,
And bad hym men of armys ttl,
And in hy till SfftltJ1It1 ga,
t\~ byrn, and l1ay, and miCe dtagoun :
And hyeht all Pyft in waryfoune,
Till hym that mycht othir ta or lJa
ROBERT the BloWYSl, that was his fa.
Sehyr AMEll did as he hym bad,
Gret chewa~rywish hym he had ;
With hym was PHILIP the MOWBRA Y,

And INGR.}cM the UMFRAWELI. perfay,
That was bath vtyfe and awerty,
And full of gret ehewalry;
And off SCfJtland the maift party
Thai had intill thair eumpany.
For yheit then mekill off the land
Was intill 'lltlliJmmys hand.
Till Perth then went thai in a rout,
That then was waDyt all about
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With feile towrs, rycht hy battulyt,
To defend gyff.it wer alfaylit.
Thairin dwellyt Schyr A MER. Y,

With all hys gret chewalry;
The King Roul.T wyft he wer thair, 215
And quhat kyo chyftanys with bim WaF,

And affemblyt aU hys mengye j

He had feyle off full gret bouote,
Bot thair fayis wer mar than thai,
Be fifteen hundred, as I've hard fay. 230

The quhere he had thair, at that ned,
Full feill that war douchty of deid;
And barownys that war bauld as bar.
Twa ErIes alfua with hym war,
Off LENYVAX and ATHoLL war thai; 23S
Enuu AR D the BI.WYSE waS'thair alfa,

THOMAS

now for the arts of peace. It Ccems to have been the YilJo­
ria of the Romans, aecurding to Ptolemy's map. It i.
needlefs to infOlm the rea~r, that the Berth_ of He..'tor
Boyce never exifted, but in that forgel"s brain. If Mr,
Pennant had fcen Innes's Elfay, or at all known the charac­
ter of Heaor, he would not have ftained his amiable page~

with many an error from that fabuIift. '
Vcr.:L 35-:L40' Thefe heroic friends of Bruce are Malcom, .

fifth Earl of Lmj'lJilX, or Lennox, now part of Dunbarton.
lhire. John of Str3thbogie, tenth Earl of Athol, a country
noted as a grand divilion of Scotland from early times,
(Dt/cr. Alhatl;6 Ilpud brnts). Edward the king's brother.
Thomas Randel, afterward Earl of Moray. Hew Hay,
brother of Gilbert Hay, of En"ol. a family pa1l'ably of
Norman e"traer, de la Hayt, 'of the hedte,' in fpite of
Boyce's fables concerning it, and Douglas. Such families·
. ftand
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THOMAS RANpELL, and HEW DE LE HAV,

And Schyr DAUID the BERCLAY,
FRESALE, SUMM~RWILE, and INCHMERTYN ;
lAMES of DOWGLAS thair wis fyne, 240()
r hat yheyet than wis bot litill of mycht: J
And othir fele; folk forfye in fycht:,
Bot I cannot tell quhat thai hycht.
Thoucht thai war quheyn thai war worthy,
And full of gret chewalry. 2+5
And in bataill, in gud any,
Befor Saint /.b,nyji,un com thai,
And bad Schyr AMER y ifch to fycht •
And he, that .in the mekill mycht
Traiftyt off thaim that wis hym by, 25()

:pad hys men arme thaim haftily.
Bot Schyr INGRAM THE UMFRAWILL
Thoucht it war all to gret perill
In playne bataill to thaim to ga,
Or quhill thai war arrayit fa. 2SS
And till Schyr AMER faid he,
, Scbyr, giff that ye will trow to me,
, Ye fall not ifche thaim till afraile,
, Till thai ar purwayt in bataill j

ftand in no need of fiaions to adorn them. David Barclay,
of Caims in Fife. Alexanrler Frefal, (or Frafer in modem
fpelling,) brother of Simon Frafer, of Oliver-callie. Wal­
ter de Somerville, of Linton and Camwath. David of
Inchmartin. James Baron Douglas. See An•• if SCDt/. II.:a.

Ver. :a4-7. Saint John's town is well known to be ano­
ther Dame for Penh.

, For
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c For thair ledar is wycht. and wyfe, 260

, And off hys hand a noble knycht is,
, And he has in hys cumpany
, Mony a gud man, and worthy,
C That fall be hard for till affay,
c Till thai ar in fa gud aray. 265
C For it fuld be full mekill mycht,
, That now fuld put thaim to the Bycht:
C For quhen folk ar weill arayit,
, And for the bataill weill purwait,
, With this that thai all gud men be, 270

, Thai fall fer mar be awife,
I And weill mar for to dreid, than thai
, War fet fum dele out off aray.
, Thairfor ye mayfe fay thaim till
C That thai may this nycht, and thai will, 275
, Gang herbery thaim, and fiep and rell i

, And at to morn but langar lefi
, Ye fall iCch furth to the bataill,
, And fecbt with thaim, but gyff thai faile.
, Sa till thair herbery went fall thai, 2.80.

, And Cum Call went to the forray,
I And thai that duellis at the logyng,
, Sen thai cum owt off trewelling,
, Sall in Cchort tyme unarmyt be.
I Then on owr beft maner may we, 285
C With all owr fayr chewalry,
, Ryd towart thaim rycht hardyly;
C And thai that wenys to reft all nycht
, ~hen thai fe us arayit to fycht,

, Cumand
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, Cumand on thaim fa fudanly, 29&
, Thai fall aSliriyit gretumly.
, And or thai eumyn in bataill be,
, We falHpeid us fwa gat that we
, Sail be all redy till affembill.
& Sum man for eryneft will trymbill, :195
, ~hen he affayit is fudanly,
, That with awifement is douehty.'

As he awyfit now have thai done;
And till thaim utouth fend thai fone,
And bad thaim herbery thaim that nycht, JOO
And on the morn eum to the fycht.
Qlhen thai faw thai mycht no mar,
Towart Meffoyn then gan thai far;
And in the woud thaim logyt thai:
The thrid pert went to the forray; 305
And the lave fone unarmyt war,
And ikalyt to loge thaim her and ther.

Schyr AMRR then, but mar abaid,
With all the folk he with him haid,
Ifehyt in foreely to the fyeht, 310
And raid intill a randoun rycht,

Vcr. 30+. Mtffay", the vulgar pronunciation of Mcthoultl.
The" th, fo familiar to the Goths, Saxons, Icelanders,
Greeks, as to form but one letter, is ~pt to be corrupted by
f~me nations into d. But the Ruffians corrupt it to f, fay­
ing FtoJor for <fhrodtJr; as the Englilh change gb to J~ in
laMgh. Methven is a village Ix:twccn Tibber-rnool' and Al­
mond-river, nut far from Perth, on the north-weft.

The
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T~ {lrawcht way towart U.fIi1l. .
The KING, that wis unarm.yt then,
Saw thaim c;wm fwa enforceJy,
Then till hys men gaD heIy cry, 31'

" Till armys fwyth, and makylO yOll yar!
,( Rer at our hand our fayis ar !"

. And thai ,did fwa in full gret hy;
And on thair hone lap hafiily.
The KING difplayit hys baner, 31.0
~hen that hys folk. affi:mblyt wer,
And faid, " Lordings, now may ye fo
" That yone folic all, throw futelte,
" Schapis thaim to do with fiycht,
" That at thai drede to do with mycht. 31.5
" Now I perfawe he that will trow
" His fa, it fall hym fum tyme row.
" And noucht for this, thoucht thai be fele,
" God may rycht weill our werds dole;

Ver. 310. The banner of Scotl:ind, as may be (uppor~ i
the lion wilb a tnlfure of Cpear-heads, facetiouUy callc:J
jUurs de lu, tho' uCed by William the tion, A. D. J 165.
ali appears from his Ceal, while the j/afr de lis is only

• known in the time of Philip the llirdy, k.ing of France,
A. D. U10, and was tak.en from the gold coins of Flo-­
renee, with that flower; in imitation of which florins were
coined in France, after a long celr.ltion of gold coinage.
lice LI Bkznc, MonnOYls dl Fran£t, &c. It appears, from Sir
George Mackenzie's book on heraldry, that Brucc's own aruls
were all Orlt, fo called from Orula, • a little border;' and i,
a trelfure within a /hield, the field appearing in the middle.

Vcr. 3:&:&, Tha fpcech i, DIll dJ:lIoid of foldierly clo~

liuence.
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c, For multitud mayfe na vi8:ory; 330
« As men has Ted in mony frory,
" That few folk has oft wencufyt mae
R Trow we that we fall do rycht fua.
« Ye are ilkari wycht and worthy,
« And full of gret chewalry ; 335
" And wate rycht weill quhat honour is. .
" W yrk yhe then apon fwylk wyfe,
(('That your honour be fawyt ay.
" And a thing will I to you fay,
" That ·he that deis for hys cuntre 340
" Sall herbryit intill hewyn be." •

Quhen this wis faid thai faw cumand
Thair fayis ridand, ner at the hand,
Arayit rycht awifely,
Willfull to do chewalry. 345
On aythir fyd thus war thai yhar,
And till affemble all redy war.
Thai Rrawcht thair fpees, on aythir fyd,
And fwa ruydly gan famyn ryd,
That fpers at fo frufchyt war, 350
And feyle men dede, and woundyt far,
The blud owt at thair byrnys breR.
For the beft, and the worthieR,
That wilfull war to wyn hon~lUr,

Plungyt in the Ralwart Rour, 355
And routs ruyd about thaim dang.
Men mycht baiff feyn into that thrang

Knychts
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Knychts that wycht and hardy war)
Undyr horfe feyt defpulyt thair;
Sum woundyt, and fum all ded, 360
The grefe woux off the blud all rede.
And thai that held on horfe in hy
Swappyt owt (werds Hurdyly ;
And fwa fell frrakys gave and tuk,
That all the reuk about thaim quouk. 365
The BRUYSE'S folk full hardely
Schawyt thair .gret chewalry :
And he hymfelff, atour the lave,
Sa hard and fa hewy dints gave,
That quhar he come thai maid hym way. 370
Hys folk thaim put in hard alfay,
To frynt thair fais mekill mycht,
That then fo fayr had off the fycht,
That thai wan feild ay mar and mar:
The KINGS fmall folk ner wencufyt art 37S
And quhen the KING hys folk has fcne
Begyn to faile, for proper tene,
H Y5 affenyhe gan he cry,
And in the frour fa hardyly

Vcr. 378. The tTIfmyie, or affinyie, is the word of war.
It was generally the name of the leader, as A Bruce I A
Bruce! Douglas! &c. Sometim~s that of the chief's reG.
dence, or of a noted viaory gained by his ancell:ors. The
grand word of Franc~, when the oriflamme, or royal ban­
ner, was difplaycd, was Saint Dennis! of England, Saint
George! I know not if Saint Andre'll) was ever ufed in
Scotland.

. VOL. I, E He
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He rufchyt, that an the femble fchuk: 380
He all till hewyt that he ourtuk j

And dang on thaim quhill he mycht drey.
And till hys folk he cryt hey,
" On thaim! On thaim! Thai feble fafi !
" This bargane nevir may langar laft !" 38S
And with that word fa willfully
He dang on, and fa hardely,
That quha had ferie hym in that fycht
Suld hald hym for a douchty knycht.
Bot thoucht he wis flout and hardy, 390
And othyrs als off hys cumpany,
Thair mycht na worfchip thair awailye;
For thair fmall folk begouth to failye,
And fled all lkalyt her and thar.
Bot the gude at enchaufyt war, 395
Off ire abide, and held the flour
To conquyr thaim endles honour.

And quhen Schyr AMER has fene
The fm:Ul folk fte all bedene j

And fa few abid to fycht; +00
He releyt to hym mony a knycht,
And in the ftour fa hardyly,
He rufchyt with hys chewalry,

Ver. 384-. The king, as appears from the fequel, onl,
ures there words to encourage his men, for the foe wal fv
from drooping.

That
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That he rufchyt his Cayis ilkane.
Schyr THOMAS RANDllLL thair wis tane, +05
That then wi~ a young bacheler ;
And Schyr ALEXANDIR FRASEYR;
~ Schyr DAVID the BREK.LAY,
INCHMERTYNE, and HEW DE LE HAY,
And SOMIRWElL, and othyr rna; 410
And the KIN'~ hymfeHf alfua,
Was fet untill full hard aH'ay,
Th~ow Schyr PHILIP the MOWBRAY,
That raid till hym full hardylYt
And hynt ,hys rengye, and fyne gane cry, +IS
" Help! help! I have the new maid King !"
With that come gyrdand, in a lyng,
~RYSTALLof SEYTOUN, quhen he fwa
Saw the KING fefyt with hys fa,
And to PHILIP fie rout he raueht, 420
That thocht he wis off mekill mauchtJ
He gert h:pn pay difyly,
fut.d haid til~ erd gaue fullyly.
Ne war he hynt hym by hys {led
Then off hy,s haud the brydill yhed ; 42S

v~. 4-05. Randel, to reCUR: his life, • turned Englilh.
man,' as the phrafe of the times was; that is, he for a time
acceded to the Eugli1h mterelt. But he foon after returned
to his duty, as the fe'luel will /hew.

V~. 4-.i. Cbriftophcr Seton, of Seton, anceltor of the
Duke of Gordon, Earl of Winton, Earl of DunfmnJin, and
Vicount KinJPlon. hna/s, U. ~.

E ~ And
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And the KING hys efrenye gan cry,
Releyt hys men that war hym by,
That war fa few that thai na mycht
Endur the forfe mar off the fycht.
Thai prikyt then out off the prefe. 430
And the KING that angry was,
For he hys men Caw fie hym fra,
Said then, u Lordings, fen it is fwa
" That wre runnys again us her,
cc Gud is we pafs off ther daunger, 43S
ce Till God us fend eftfone hys grace;
cc And yeyt man fall, gifF thai will chace,
" Qyyt thaim combat (urn dele we fall."
To this word thai afrent)rt all,
And fra thaim walopyt owyr mar; 440
Thair fayis alfua wery war,
That off thaim all thai chafeyt nane:
Bot with prifoners, that thai had tane,
Rycht to the towne thai held thair way,
Rycht glaid and joyfull off thair pray. 445

That nycht thai lay all in the touo,
Ther was nane off fa gret renoun,

Va.42.6. Ttte king's pref"ence of mind and courage a~
here very confpicuous. Inftead of concealing hirnfelf. or
defponding, he proclaims who he is; and endeavoun to rally
and protea hi, fcattered band.

Va. 434. Edition. read 'W';"; perhaps "rl.

Na
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Na yeit fa hardy off thaim all,
That durft herbery without the wall.
Sa dred thai far the gayne eumyng 4S~

0iF Schyr ROBEllT, the douchty King.
And to the King off lngland fone,
Thai wrate haly as thai haid done;
And he wis blyth off that tything,
And for difpyte bad draw and hing 455
All the prifoners, thoueht thai war mao
Bot Schyr AMER. did not fwa ;
To fum bath land and Iytr gaiff he, .
To leve the BR WYSE fewte,
And ferve the King off lngltmtl, 468
And off hym for to bald the land:
And werray the BR WYSE as thair fa.
THOMAS RANDELL was ane off tha,
That for hys lyff become thair man.
Off othyn, that war takyn than, 465
Sum thai ranfowmyt, fUQl thai flew,
And fum thai hangyt, and fum thai drew.

In this maner ROBERT was
The BaWYSE, that mekill murning mayfe
For hys men that war flayne and tane. 470
And he was als fa will off wane,
That he trowyt in nane fckyrly,
Owtane thaim off hys eumpany :

Vcr. ~3. Randel, as after {een, became very faithful 1o
Iait DCW qienda, to whom gratitude attached him.

E 3 That
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That war [a few that thai mycht be
Five hunder ner olf all mengye. 475
Jfys brodyr alwayis was hym by,
Schyr EDUUARD, that was [a hardy;
And with hym was a baurd baroun,
Schyr WILY AM THE BOROUNDOUN;

The ERLE of ATHOLE als was thair. 480
Bot ay fyn thai difcomfyt war,
The ERLE olfthe LE~EUAX wis away,
And was put to full hard affay,
Or he met with the KING agayn:
Bot allways, as a man of mayn, 485
He maynteinyt him full manfully.
The KING had in hys cumpany
JAMES alfua of DOWGLAS,

That wycht, wyfc, and worthy was ;
Schyr GILBERT DE LE HA Y alfua; 490
Schyr NELE CAMBELL, :md othyrs_ma,
That I thair namys can not fay,
As utclauys wcnt mony day;

Vcr. +79' This name of Bonmdon does not, I belieft,
occur in any other monuments of our hiLlory. Puhap' lit
was a foreigRer, a Fleming.

Vcr. +91. Niel Campbell, piedecelfor of the noble boul'e
of Argyle. This name, Niel, is latinized Nigt/l1U by the
barbarous writers of the time; but is really the ScandiDa­
\'ian Nial, which palfed to Ireland :md Scotland with tbe
Danes. The great houfe of Campbell is of Norman es·
'ract: and the highland fenachies, fo utterly fabulous ill"
mQll other genealogies, al10w this.

Dreand
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Dreand in the Month thair payne;
Eyte Befch, and drank water fyne., 49S
He durft not to the planys ga,
For all the cummownys went hym fra i
That for thair liff war full fayn
To pafs to the Intli; pes agayn:
Sa fayrs ay cummounly; 500
In cummownys may nane affy:
Bot he that may thair warrand be.
Sa fur thai then with hym, for he
Thaim fra thair fais my-=ht nocht warrand:
Thai turnyt to the tothyr hand. 50S
Bot thrddome, that men gert thaim fele,
Gert thaim ay yarne that he fur wde.

Thus in the hyllis levyt he,
Till the maifi pert off hys menye
\Ver rewyn, and rent, na fchoyne thai had, 510

Bot as thai thaim off hydys mad.

Ver. 494. Editions reaJ,
Dceeing in the mountains payne.

The MOllth, or Mo.nth, is a tenn in our old writers for two
great chain. of mountains; one in Caithnefs, Mons MOlUlli
JiviJit ClllhQ1l~ pn- medium: Defer. Albaniz, apud
Jnnes, fcript. cir. 1180: the other the famous Grampian
chain, reaching from the top of Locblomond jnto Aberdeen­
fhire. The later is here meant; the MOllth j, the MotU
Gr..pi.s of Tacitus. The name feema from Gram, Ice­
landic, c a warrior;' hence all warlike works arc called
Grams Dilts, from that twenty miles Dorth of London,
ncn to the Donh of ScotlaDd.

E 4 Tbairfor

'JIllc
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Thairfor thai went till Abyrdtyllt,
Q!.Jhair NELE the BR WYSE come, and tJseQ!1ltYlf,
And othyr ladyis fayr, and faiand,
Ilhne for luff off thair hulband i SIS
That for !eyle luff, and loawte,
Wald pertenerys off thair paynys be.
Thai chefyt tyttar with thaim to ta
Angyr, and payn; na be thaim fra.
For luff is off fa mekill mycht, 510

That it all paynys maks licht.
And mony tyme mafe tender wycht
Of fwilk fircnthtes, and fwilk mycht,
That thai may mckill paynys endur,
And forfakis nane auentur 51S
That euer may fall, withthy that thai
Thairthrow fuccur thair luffys may.

Men redys when Thebes wis lane,
And King ARISTAS men war flane,

Ver. 51%. Aberdeen, the Di'lJana of Ptolemy. the A/fir.
am of Icelandic writers. Scotilh names in Abn- are ridi·
culoufly fuppofcd Welch; but they abound in Germany.
and there is an Aberdtn in the duchy of Bremen. Abw6",.,
in Livonia, &c. s.c. The word Aber, or Obert in German,
implies rnJer, bf)'ond, upon. See Wachter.

Ver. 51'3. Niel de Bruce, fecond brother to the King.
The ~een fo known for her misfortunes was Elizabeth,
daughter of Aymer de Burgh, Earl of Ulfter, fecond wife of
King Robert. His flrll: was Habella, daughter of DoDald.
Earl of Mar. AnnaiJ.-King Robert at this time was aged
thirty.two, being born J J July 17.7+.

Vcr. 5&8. See this fiory in the lall book of the Tbebaiaof
Smtiu••

That



BUKE II.

That affailyt the cite,
That the women off hys cuntre
Come for to fech hym hame agayDl',
~hen thai hard all hys folk was flayne.
~ the King CAMPANEUS,
Throw the help of MENESTEU~
That come per cafe rydand tharby,
With three hunder in cumpany,
That throw the King's prayer aflailyt,
That yeit to tak the toune had failyeit.
Then war the wiffys thyrland the wall
With pills, quhar the a1failyers all
Entryt, and dyftroyit the tour,
And flew the peipill but retour.
Syn quhen the Duk hys way wis gayne;
And all the Kings men war flayne j

The wiffs had him till hys cuntrc,
Qyhar was na man lei~and bot he.

In women mekill cumfort Iyis i

And gret folace on mony wife.
Sa fell yt her for thair cumyng
Reiofyt rycht gretumly the KING;
The quheyr ilk nycht hymfel wys wouk,
And hys reA: upon dayis touk.

A gud quhile ther he foiournyt then,
And efyt wondir weill hys men;
Till that the Inglis men herd fay
That he thair with hys mengye lay,

57
53°

535

545

55°
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All at ere. And fykerly
Affemblyt thai thair oft in hy;
And ther him trowit to furprife. 560

Bot he, that in hys dcid wis wyfe,
Wyft thai affemblyt war, and quhar;
And wyO: that thai fa many war,
That he mycht not agayne thaim fycbt.
Hys mcn all hy he gert be dycht, 565
And bulkyt, off the toune to ryd :
The ladyis raid rycht by hys (yd.
Than to the hill thai raid thar way,
~har gret defaut of mete had thai.
Bot worthy JAMES off DOWGLA5, 570
Ay trewailland and befy was,
F or to purches the ladyis mete;
And it on many wife wald get.
for quhile he venefoun thaim brocht:
And with hys hands quhiles he wrocht 575
Gynny~, to tak gedds and falmonys,
Trowts, dys, and als menownys.
And quhill thai went to the forray ;
And fwa thair purchefyng maid thai:
Ilk man trcweillyt for to get 58)
And pourchefs thaim that thai mycht ete.
Bot off all that evir thai war,
Thar wis not ane amang thaim thar,

Vcr. 576. Ced,IJ, J (mJIl lith rJther larger than minnODs i
'!)-J, ceis; mrno'u'lI)'J, a fmall frefh-water lith. called in
ScotlanJ minnonJ, ill EnglanJ mmonJ.

That
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That to the Ladyis profyt was
Mar than ]AMYS off DOWGLA5. 585
And the King oft cumfort was,
Throw hys wyt, and hys befynes.
On this maner thairn gouernyt thai
Till thai come to the hed of eraJ.

THE END 0 F B U K E II.

THE
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A R GUM EN T.

T'be King cumyng he Loch T'ay to Lorn, the Lord '.f
LORN, nt'UtW of CUMr'N, affimhltS the men if
Lorn and Argyle to ajJtJil him. - T'he Xi"g
retr.its - hltt kills thriefatS nJJ. attac~ iim.
T'~ fHaU his Jlltn, he tells the fluie. of RolIU flntl
HANNIBAL. -'The Erie ofATHoLEgongs with

the ~uene a1tilLiuUis u KiJdrumy. - T'he Xi"g
jayls ouir Loch L/J11Iond - meits his [rend the
Erie ofLEvf.~AX-falls he the ile of Bllte u
Kintyre, ontl1~ weil reet'(Jit he ANGUS of IitJy­
prDctids to the ile of Rochrin, fJuhar he rtmll"es
hale wyntir.
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B U K E III.

THE Lord of LORN wenyt tharby,
That wis capitale ennymy
To the KING, for hys Emy's fak,
IOHN COMYN. And thocht for to tak
Wengeance, upon cruell maner, 5
~hen he the KING wyft wis fa nero

Ver. r. • Alexander of Argyle, Lord of Lorn, had mar.
ried the aunt of Comyn; fay. Sir D. Dalrymple, Annals, II.
6. for this Fotdun, XII, :&. is quoted. But I cannot lind
the palrage I and it i. clear from Barbour, that A1exandel",
Lord of Argyle, was the father of John, Lord of Lorn, here
mentioned. See Book X. Thefe Lords of Argyle, Lorn;
Rof., and the lie., wen: all Norwegians, as are the chief
families in thefe countries at this day: nor can they be re~

plied II really fubjea to Scotland, till the fixte:enth century.
Rymer, in his Faedera, VIII. +15, P7, has publilhed all
allianet: between Henry IV. and the Lord of the lIes, 1+08.
The great Mac Donalds were of direa Norwegian raee i
and the Mtu is by no means a mark of the contrat")', being
an ufual abbreviation among their fubjea. for fm Df; and/
doubtful if not from the Norwegian Magd, fiJiMi 'lIt/jiJia.
Our Macbtth is l:alled Magbtth by Icelandic writers.

He
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He alremblyt hys men in hy,
And had intiIl hys cumpany
The barownys off frgyle alfua ;
Thai war a thoufand weill or ma : J 0

And come for to fupprife the KING,

That weill wis war off thair cumyng•
.Bot all to few with him he had,
The quheyir ht bauldly thaim abaid ;
And weill oft,· at thair fryft metyng, J 5
War layd at erd, but recoveryng:
The KINGS folk fuU weill thaim bar,
And llew, and feUyt, and woundyt far •.
130t the folk off the tothyr party
Fawcht with axys fa feUyly, 20

For thai on fute war evir ilk ane,
That that feire off the horfs has llayne;
And till fum gaifF thai wounds wid.
]AM.ES off DOWGLAS was hurt that tyd;
And als Schyr GILBERT DE LX HAY. 25
The KING hys men faw in allTay,
And hys cnfonye can he cry;
And amang thaim rycht hardyly
He raid, that he thaim rufchyt all,
And fele of thaim thar gert he faJl. 30
Bot quhen he faw thai war fa feiIJ,
And faw thaim fwa gret dynts deilI,

Vcr. ~o. The pol-ax, an old Norwegian weapo'n. See
Banholin, &c. The Lochaber ax ia the lang-b.dufed ia
warJ aa the baJ-bll7d in the hall. of prince••

He



B U It E III.

He dred to tyne hys folk, for thy
Bys men till hym he gan rely,
And faid, ' Lordyngs, foly it war 35
, Tyll us for till affembill mar,
, F or thai fele off our horfe has flayn ;
, And gyff ye fecht with thaim agayn
, We fall tyne off our fmall mengye,
, And ourfelffs fall in perill be. 40
, Tharfor me thynk maift awenand
, To withdraw us, us defendand,
, Till we come out off thair danger,
, For our ftrenth at our hand is rier.'

Than thai withdrew thaim halely; 45
Bot that wis not full cowartly,
For famyn intill a fop held thai,
And the King him abandonyt ay
To defend behind hys mengye.
And throw hys worfchip fa wroucht he, 50
That he refkewyt all the Bears,
And fiyntyt fwa-gat the chaffars,
That nane durft owt off bataill chafe,
For alwayis at thair hand he was.
Sa weile defendyt he hys men, 55
That quhafaevir had feyne hym then
Prowe fa worthely watr'elage,
And turn fa oft fythis the wifage,
He fuld fay he awcht weill to be
A King of a gret rowate. 60

VOL. I. F ~heft
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Ql1hen that the Lord of Lolur Caw·
H15 men ftand off hym ane fik aw,
That thai durn not folow the chafs,
Rycht angry in hys hart he was;
And for wondyr that he fold fwa
Stot thaim, hym ane bot rna,
He faid, " Methink, MARTHOK.YS Con,
" Rycht as GOLMAI040RN was wone
" To haifF fra hym all h15 mengye:
" Rycht fwa all hys fra us has he."

He Cet enCample thus mydlike,
The quheyir he mycht, mar manerlik,

7°

LyJcnyt

Vcr. 67. This curious palragc in the edition ofGlafgow.
1737, nmo, p. 35, ftands thus:

He laid, Methink Martheokc. fan,
N.ight as Gowmakmorn was won
To have from Fyngal his mcnzie I

Right fo from n. all his he. he.
It appears to me that the tranfcribcr of this MS. not knowing
Fpgal, has by miftake put b.Jm all; for the paifage is not
fCnfe as it !lands in the text. Martheok's fan fcema the
perron to whom Lorn fpeaks. Gal Male Morn is Gaul
fon of Morni, fo famous in Iri/h tradition.

The pairage alfo !lands as in this note in the Edinburgh
edition, J616, Iva, the csrlicft knOWD, aDd·in all the others
which the editor has fccn.

Ver. 71. Barbour having no prophetic view ofO/lian, and
little fufpelling that ScotlanJ would in the eightccnth cen.
tury produce a Geoffrey of Monmouth, has here fpoken with
great contempt of the comparifon nfed by Lorn.

Mr. Pennant, III. 1+, mentions, that a blOtch which
Bruce
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Lyknyt hym to GAUDIFER DE LAIlYSS,

Qyhen that the mychty Duk BETYSS

AlTailyeit in GaJyrrs the' forrayours. 75
And quhen the King thaim maid recours,
Duk BETYSS tuk on hym the flycht,
That wald ne mar abid to fycht.
Bot gud GAUDIFER the worthy
Abandonyt hym fo worthyly, 80
For hys relkew all the fleiers,
And for to ftonay the chalTers,
That ALEXANDER to erth he bar;
And alfua did he THOLIMAIl,

And gud CONEUS alfua, 8S
PANKLINE alfua, and othyr rna.
Bot at the laft thar ftayne he wis :
In that failyeit the liklynes.

For the Kul'G, full chewalrufiy,
Defendyt all hys cumpany, 9()
And wis fet in full gret danger;
And yeit efchapyt haile and fer.

For twa broythirs wer in that land,
That war the hardieft off' hand

Bruce loll: Oft this occafion was long preferved in the Mac
Dwgal family. A watch, raid to have belonged to Robert
Broce, i, now in tbe King', poll"effion. See an account of
t in the Archzologia. From the belt authority, that of.
Profell"or in the Univerfity of Glafgow, the public i, infonned
:hat this watch was made by a pedlar aud engraver of Gw:.
~J about fifteen yean ago.

F:I That
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That war intill all thatcuntre: 9S
And thai hay fworn, iff thai mycht fe
The BRWYSE, quhar thai mycht hym curta,
That thai fuld dey, or then hym {lao

Thair fumamc was Mott,nl Droffir j

That is alfo mekill to fay her 100

As the Durwarth ftn",s pcrfay.
Off thair cowyne the thrid had thai j

That wis rycht ftout, ill, and feloun.
Q..uhen thai the KING of gret renoun
Saw fua behind;hys mengie rid, . 105

And faw hym torne fa mony tid,
Thai abaid till that he was
Entryt in ane narrow place,
Betwyx a lauch fyd and a bra;
That wis fa £lna, I underta, 110
That he mycht not weill turn hys £led.
Than with a will till hym thai yede i
And ane hym by the bridill hynt:
Bot he raucht till hym fie a dynt,
That arme and fchuldyr Saw hym fra. 115

With that ane oythir gan hym ta
Sy the lege, and hys hand gan {chute
Betwix the fterap, and hys fute :
And quhen the KING fcld thar hys hand,
In hys fterapys ftythly gan he ftand, I2.0

And ftrak with fpurs the ftede in hy,
And he lanfyt furth delyvirly.

Ver. 109' LO/llh, the old Saxon bib, a lake. See Lye'.
Dia. Sax. Goth. Hence our 10,11.

Sa
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Sa that the tothyr failyeit fete,
And not forthy~his hand wis. yeit
Undyr the fterap, magee his. 125
The thrid with full gret hy with this
Rycht till the bra fyd he yeid,
And ftert behynd hym on hys fted :
The KING wis then in full gret prefs,
The quheythir he thocht as he that wes 130

In all hys dedys awile,
To doe ane owtrageoufs bounte.
And fyne hym that behynd hym wafs,
All magre hys will hym gan he rafs
Fra behynd hym, thoch he had {wahl, 135
He laid bym ewyn hym beforn.
Sync with the fuerd fJ,k dynt hym gave,
That he the heid till the harnys clave:
He roufchit doun off blud all rede,
As he that ftound kid off dede. 14.0
And then the KING in full grct hy,
Strak at the toythir wigoruJly,
That he eftir hys fterap drew,
That at the fyrft ftraJc he hym flew.
On this wi{s hym delyverit he 145
OlF all the felloun Cayis three

Ver.I4-6. It mull be remarked. that Barbour here makes
~ kill thrtl men i other thrtt, book v. i other tbrll,
book vii. iji<u,. book vi. ijo.,."m. ibid. There is a /hocking
improbability in there eventll Alfred, and Hmri ~atre.

F S DCYU'
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~en thai off Lorlu has fene the KING

Set in hymfelff fa gret helping,
And defendyt hym -fa manlely;
Wis nane amang thaim fa hardy ISO
That dud! affailye hym mar in fycht :
Sa dred thai for hys mekill mycht.
There was a Baroun MAKNAUCHTAN,

That in hys hart gret kep has tane
To the KINGS chewalry, ISS
And prefyt hym in hert gretly.
And to the Lord off LOllNE faid he,
e Sekyrly now may ye fe
e Betane the ftllrkeft pundelayn,
e That ewyr your lyff tyme ye Caw tane. 160
e For yone knycht, throw hys douchty deid,
e And throw hys outrageous manheid,
e Has fdlyt intill litill tyd
, Thre men of mekill mycht and prid :
, And ftonayit all owr mengye fa, 165
e That eftir hym dar na man ga ;
e And tournys fa mony tyme hys frede,
'That femys off us he had na dred:

never met with ruch. The repetition of ,j,." .auld be
Daufeous in a romance, in hiliory it is impo/lible and fal[e.

If the reader look s on all there tales as fabulous, he hal rea·
fon on his /ide.

Ver. 153. The Mac Naughtans were powerful in 'Cowal.
Va. 159, 160. Editions read,

Betane the ftarkeft pondelayne
That in your lifetime yc Caw lUIC.

Thea

J



B U Ie. It III.

Then gane the Lord of LORNE fay,
~~ It femys it likis the perfay,
&e That he llayis yon gat our mengye."
, Schyr,' faid he, ' fa our Lord me fe !
e To (auff your prefence it not fwa,
, Bot quhyt~ir he be freynd or fa,
C That wynnys pryfs off chewalry,
, Men (uld (pek tharoff Idyly.
, And fekyrly, in all my tyme, .
, Ife hard nevir, in fang na ryme,
e Tell off a man that (wa fmertly
e Efchewyt fwa gret chewalry.'

Sic (peking off the KING thai maid:
And he eftyr hys mengye raid i

And intill faufte thaim led,
~har he hys filyis na thing dred.
And thai off Lorne agayn ar gayn,
Menand the fcaith that thai haiff tayn.

The KING that nycht hys wachis (ct,
And gert ordayne that thai mycht et i

And bad conford to thaim talc,
And at thair mychts mery male.
e For difconford,' as then (aid he,
e Is the wed! thing that may be.
e For throw mekill difconforting
, Men £allis oft into difparyng.
, And fra a man difparyt be,
I Then trawly utterly wencufyt is he.

F4

17°

17S

180

.a8S

J9S

e And
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, And fra the hart be difcumfyt,
, The body is not worth a mit.
, Tharfor,' he raid, , atour all thing,
, Kepys yow fra difparyng : 200

, And thynk thouch we now harmys fde,
, That God ouy yeit releve us weill.
, Men redys off mony men that war
, Fer hardar ftad then we yhet ar,
, And [yne our Lord fie grace thaim lent, ::lOS

, That thai come weill till thair intent.

C For Rorru quhiles fa hard was ftad,
, Q!1hen HANNI BALL thaim wencufyt had,
, That off ryngs with rich ftaynys,
C That war off knychts fyngyrs taneys, ::lIO

C He fend thre bollis to Cartage.
C And fyne to Rorru tuk hys waage,
C Thar to diftroye the cite all ;
C And thai within, bath gret and {mall,
C Had fled, quhen thai faw hys cumyng, 2IS

, Had not bene SCIPIO the king;
, That or thai fled wald thaim hailF nayn,
& And fwa gat turnyt he thaim agayn.
C Sync for to defend the cite,
C Bath ferwands and threllis mad he fre; 220

, And maid thaim knychts evir ilkane.
'And fyne has off the templis tane'

Vcr. no. A threll is a lIave. 'IbraJ, flMJUJ, Icelanclic:.
It ia a common term in that curious work Ij/Ilnds LIJ1IIJIuI.:
mUQR, HafD. 117+, +to.

'The
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C The armys, that thair eldrys bar,
c In name of wiClory ofFerayt thar.
t And quhen thai armyt war, and dycht, 225
t That flalwart karlis war and wycht,
t And faw that thai war fre a1fua,
, Thaim thocht that thai bad leuir ta
C The dede, na lat the toune be tane.
( And with comowne alfent, as ane, 230

( Thai ifchyt off the toune to fycht,
( Q..uhar HANYBALL hys mekill mycht
( Aganys tbaim arayit was.
( Bot, throw mycht of Goods grace,
'It ranyt fa hard, and hewyly, 235
( That thar wis nane fa hardy
(That durft into that place abid;
( Bot fped thaim intill hy to rid:
(The ta pairt to thair parlyownys,
(The tothyr pairt went in the toune is. 24-1)

( The rayne thus Iettyt the fechtyn:
(Sa did it twifs thareftir fyne.
"~hen HANIBALL faw this ferly,
C With all hys gret chewalry,
t He left the toune, and held hys way; 24-5
( And fyne wis put to fik a{fay,
'Throw the power off that cite,
cThat hys Iyff and hys landtynt he.

e Be thyr quheyne, that fo worthily
(Wane fic a king, and fa mychty, 250

eYe
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( Ye may weill enfampill fe,
( That na man fuld difparyt be :
( N a lat hys hart be wencufyt all,
, For na myfcheilf that euir may fall.
, For nane wate, in how litill fpace, 25S
, That God umquhile will fend grace.
( Had thai fled, and thair wayis gane,
( Thair fayis fwith the toune had tane.
, Tharfor men that werrayand war,
• Suld fet thair etlyng euir mar 260
( To ftand agayne thair fayis mycht,
( Umquhile with ftrenth, and quhile with flycbt,
, And ay thynk to cum to purpos :
• And giff that thaim war fet in chars,
( To dey, or to leyff cowartly, 265
( Thai fuld evar dey chewalruny.'

Thus gat thaim cunfort the KI~G j

And, to cunfort thaim, gan in bryng
Auld ftorys olf men that war
Set intill hard affayis fer j 270
And that fortoune cuntraryit faft,
And come to purpofs at the laft.
Tharfor he faid, that thai that wald
Thair harts undifcumfyt hald
Suld ay thynk ententely to bryng 275
All thair enprefs to gud endyng.
As quhile did CESAR the worthy,
That traweillyt ay fe befyly,

Witil

·1
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With all hys mycht, folowing to mak
To end the purpofs that he waId ta]q 280
That hym thocht he had doyne rycht nocht
Ay quhill to do hym levyt ocht:
Forthy gret things efchewyt he,
As men may in bys fiory fee
Men may fe be hys ythen will, 285
And it fuld als accord to tkill,
That quha taifs purpos fekyrly,
And followis it fyoe ententily,
Forowt fayntin, or yheit faynding,
With-thy it be conabill thing, 290
Bot he the mar be unhappy,
He fall efchew it in party.
And haiff he lyff, dayis weill mar fall,
That he fall efchew it all.
F or this fuld nane half difparing 295
For till efchew a full gret thing:
For giff it fall he tharolF failye,
The fawt may be in hys trawaile.

He prechyt thaim on this maner,
And fenyeit to mak \Jetter cher, 300
Than he had mattir to be fer:
For hys caufs yeid fra ill to were
Thai war ay in fa hard trawaill,
Till the ladyis began to fayle,

Ver. :&St, 21:&. A tranfiation of

Nil aClum reputans, Ii 'luid fuperdI'et agendum.

That
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That mycht the trawaill drey na mar, 3°$
Sa did othyrs als that thar war.
The ErIe IHONE wis ane off'tha,
Off' ATHOLE, that quhen he faw fua
The KING be difcumfyt twifs,
And fa feile folk agayne him ryfs i 3ll)

And lyff'in fie trawaill and dout,
H ys hart begane to faile all out.
And to the KING, apon a day,
He faid, " Gyff'I durft to yow fay,
" We lylf into fa mekill dreid, 31S
" And haff's oftfyfs off met fik ned,
&« And is ay in fie trawailling,
" With cauld, and hungir, and waking,
" That I am fad off' myfelwyn fa,
" That I count not my lifF a {ira. 320
" Thyr angrys may I ne mar drey,
" For thoucht me tharfor worthit dey,
" I mon foioume, quharewyr it be,
«Wepys me tharfor per cheryte."
The KING faw that he fa wis failyt, 325
And that" he ik wis for trawaillyt.
He faid, " Schyr ErIe, we fall fone fe,
u And ordayne how it beft may be.
" ~harewyr ye be, owr Lord yow fend
U Grace, fra your fayis yow to defend." 330
With that in hy to hym callyt he
Thaim, that till hym war maift priue :
Then amang thaim thai thocht it beft
And ordanyt for the liklyeft,

That
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That the Ql.teyne, and the erie alCua, 33S
And the Jadyis, in hy fuld ga,
With NUE the Bauyss, to Ki/JrfJ"'1.
For thaim thocht thai mycht Cuydy
Duell thar, quhill thai war wictaillit weill:
For fwa ftalwart wer the catlelJ, 3+0
That it with ftrenth war hard to get,
~hill that tharin wer men and mete.
As thai ordanyt thai did in hy,
The Qlreyne, and all hye cumpany,
Lap on thair horfs, and forth thai far. 345
Men mycht haitf fene, quha had bene thar,
At Jeve takyng the ladyis gret,
And male thair face with tees wet:
And knychts, for thair luffs faIc,
Bath fich, and WCP1 and murnyng malt: 3Sa
Thai kyllit thair luffs, at thair partyng.
The KING umbethocht hym off a thing.
That he fra thynce on fute wald ga,
Aod talc on fute bath weill and wa.
And waJd na hodrmen with hym baiJF; 355
Tharfor hys horfs all baile. he gaiff

Ver. 317. See a curious'defcription of KiIJrumy-caftle,
in Mr. Cordiner's valuable AlltiqMitits ad Scmtry of the
Nmb o!Scotland. The /lyle of the building is of the twelfth
Cll'thirteenth century. It /lands about thirty mil~ well: of
Aberdeen, in the country anciently called Mar, and was tIu:
feu of the Earls of Mar. !fabella, Robert', lirft wife, wal

daughter of Donald, Earl of Mar I and Chriftian, lifter of
Robert, was mother of Regent Marl fiain at Dupplin J 33'"

To
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To the ladyis, that myftir had.
The ~eyne furth on her way is rade,
And fawffly come to the caft:ell,
~har hyr folk war refawyt weill j ]61)
And efyt weill with meyt and drynk.
Bot mycbt nane eyfs let hyr to think
On the KING, that wis fa far ftad,
That bot Twa Hundir with him had.
The quheyir thaim weill cumfortyt he .1: 36S
God help hym, that all mychts may!

The ~eyne duelt thus in KiMr"",.­
And the KING, and hys cumpany,
That war twa hundir, and na ma,
Fra thai had fend thair horfs thaim fra, 37().
Wandryt emang the hey muntanys.
~har he, and hys, oft tholyt paynys »
For it wis to the wintir ner;
And fa feile fayis about him wer,
That all the cuntre thaim werrayit i 3iS
Sa hard anoy thaim then alfayit,
Off bungir, cauld, with fchowrs fnell,
That nane that levys can weill it tell.

The KING faw how hys folic wis frad,
And quhat anoyis that thai had, 380
1\nd faw wyntir wis cumand ner,
And that he mycht on na wyfs der
In the hillys, the cauld lying,
Nathe lang nyehts waking.

H.
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He thocht he to Kyntyr waJd ga, 38S
And fa lang foiowrnyng thar rna,
Till wyntir weddyr war away:
And then he thocht, but mar delar,
Into the manland till arywe,
And till the end hys werds dryw. 390
And for Kyntyr lyis in the fe,
Schyr N HE CAMBlL befor fend he,
For to get hym nawyn and meite;
And certane tyme till hym he fete,
~Ihen he fuld meite hym at the Ce. 395
Schyr NELE CAMBEL, with hys mengye,
Went hys way, but mar letting,
And left hys brothyr with the KING.

And in twalf dayis fua trawaillyt he,
That he gat fchyppyne gud plente, 40()
And wiCtalis in gret aboundance;
Sa maid he nobill chewifance.
For hys fib men wynnyt tharby,
That helpyt him full wilfully.

The KING, eftir that he wis gane, 405
To Lrrwchlo1l/ond the way has tane,
And come thar on the thrid day:
Bot thar about na bait fand thai,
That mycht thaim our the watir ber;
Than war thai wa on gret maner. 410
For it wis fer about to ga j

And thai war into dout alCua,

Vcr. :J8s. Kintyre, thc fouthcm chufoncfc of Argyle.
To
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To meyt thair fayis that fpred war wyd.
Tharfor, endlang the louch fide;
Sa befyly thai focht, and faft,
Tyll IAMYS of DOWGLAS, at the Ian,
Fand a litill fonkyn bate,
And to the land it drew ful hate.
Bot it fa litill wis, that it
Mycht our the wattir bot threfum Byt.
Thai fend tharoff' word to the KING,

That wis joyfull off'that fynding i

And fyrfl: into "the bate is gane,
With hym DOWGLAS. The tbrcd wis ane
That rowyt thaim our delivcrly,
And fet thaim on the land all dry.
And rowyt fa oft fyfs, to and fra,
F~hand ay our twa, and twa,
That in a nycht, and in a day,
Cummyn owt our the louch ar thai.
For fum of thaim couth fwome full weill,
And on hys back ber a fardele.
Swa with {wymmyng, and with rowyng,
Thai brocht thaim our, and all thair thing.

The KING, the quhiles, meryIy
Red to thaim, that war hym by,
RDTTlI.lnys off' worthi FERAMBRACE,

That worthily ourcummyn was,

Va. 437. I know no Englilh romance of this name
then: i. a French one, L, R_ tU FierabrlU Ie C,_I,
neve, 1"78, fol. Cat. Bib. Reg. Gall. Tom. n. N° 14-:
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Throw the rycht douchty OLYWER.,

And how the Duk Peris wc:r
A1fc:gyt intill Egrymor,
Ql1har King LAWYNE lay thaim befor,
With ma thoufands then I can fay.
And bot elewyn within war thai,
And a woman: that war fa ftad,
That thai na mete tharwithin had,
Bot as thai fra thair fayis wan.
Yheyte fa contenyt thai thaim than,
That thai the t~ur held manlily,
Tyll that R YCHAR.D off Normindy,
Magre his fayis, warnyt the King,
That wis joyfull off this tything :
For he wend thai had all bene Dayne.
Tharfor he tumyt in hy agayne,
And wan MantrybiJl, and paffit Flagot,
And fyne LAWYNIl, and all his Dot,

Difpitu{}y

. This romance has been modernized, and is frill a popular
book upon the Pont Neuf at Paris, A copy now lies before
me, under the title of Congllejlel till Grlllld Charlmragnt, Rai
tie Frllllet. Avtc Iu faitl htroiqUtI lUI t1D"u Pairl, It tIM
Grlllld Fierabras, Sec. A <f"rOYII, chez Jtllll A"t. Garmer i
110 date, but printed about 1750, avo. pp. 175.

The title of Fierabras, like that of many other romances, is
improperly given: only. fourteen chapters of feventy-feven
relating to Fierabras. It is the !lory of the eleven Paladins
and Florippa, imprifoned in the tower of Aigremont, by
Baland (here called Lawyne) king of the Saracens. The
ftory perfealy agrees with Barbour's account; only, nr.4+9.
for Dill Peril, we Ihould read, DUll/Paris.

Vcr. +55. AD old Scotilh Tale called <[h, Brig If th,
G Matrihil.
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Difpitully difeumfyt he:
And deleuiryt hys men all fre.
And wan the nay/iI, and thehtr,
And the C"""', that Ihus eouth ber j

And off the crotCl a gret party
He wain throw hys chewalry.

The gud KING, upon this maner,
Comfort thaim that war hym ner j

And maid thaim gamyn and folaee, 46$
Tyll that hys folic all palfyt was.
Qyhen thai wer paffit the wattiJ: brad,
Suppofs thai fde of ffayis had,
Thai maid thaim mery, and war blyth I

Not farthy full fde fyth, 470
Thai had full gret defaut off mete,
And tharfor venefoun to get
In twa partyfs ar thai gayne.
The Kn.ra hymfelff wis intill ane j

And Sehyr JAMES off DOWOLAS 47.5
Into the tothyr party was.
Then to the hyeht thai held thair way,
And huntyt lang quhill off the day j

And {oeht fehawys, and fets fet i

Bot thai gat Utili for till etc. 480

MmrtribiJ, i. mentioned in Wedderburn', Complaynt II
Scotland, J 5+9, nmo.

Vcr. +60. Ihus is Jerus.
Ver. +79. Scbawys, the thickell: gTl?vel in hollows II

the wood. where deer an: molt apt to be found.-SItI. giDI
or roam,

Then
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Then hapnyt at that tyme per cars,
nat the Erllt of the LENEUAX was
Amang the hillis, net tharby;
And quhen he hard fa bbw and cry,
He bad wondir quhat it my be, 485
And on fie maner fpYrit he,
That knew that it wes the KINO :.

And then, forowtyn mar duelling,
With all maim off h15 cumpany,
He went ryeht till the Kuw in hy~ 490
Sa blyth and fa joyfull, that he
Myeht on na maner blyther be,
For he the KING wend had bene dell,

. And he wes alfua will off red,
That he durft not reft into na place. 49S
Na fen the KING doc'Jmfyt was
At Mt/f(J7l, he herd newir thing
That euir wis certane off the KINO.

Tharfor into fuY gret daynte,
The KING full humyly haylift he, 500

And he hym weleumyt rycht bJythly,
And aikyt hym full tendyrly.,
And all the lords, that war thar,
Rycht joyfuU off thair meting war,
And kyffyt hym in gret daynte; 50S
It wis gret pite {or till fe .
How thai for joy, and pite gret,
~en that thai with thair falows met,

Vir. 507. Grit i. 'WUJui.

G2 That
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That thai wend had bene dede, forthy
Thai weleumyt hym mar hartfuUy. SIC

And he for pite gret agayne,
That newr off meting was fa fayne.

Thach I fay that thai gret fothly,
It wis na greting propyrly,
For I trow traiftly that gretying SIS
Cumys to men for myfiileing.
And that nane may but angry gret,
Bot it be wem~n, that can wet
Thair ehekys quheneuir thai lift with ters,
The quheyir weill oft thaim nathing ders. 520

Bot I wate weill, but lefyng,
Q..uhat euir men fay of fie greting,
That mekill joy, or yheit pete,
May ger men fua amowyt be,
That wattir fra the hart will ryfs, 5'1S
And weyt the eyne on fic a wyfs,
That is Hie to be greting,
Thach it be not fua in all thing.
For quhen men grets enlerely,
The hart is forowfuU or angry. 530
Bot for pite I trow gretyng,
Be Ita thing bot ane opynnyng
Off' hart, that fchawis the tendirnes
Off rewth that in it dofyt is.

The barownys apon this maner, SU
Throw Good's grace, atremblyt wer,

The
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TOe Erie had mete, and that plente,
AnI with glaid hart it thaim gaifF he.
And thai eyt it with full gud will,
That foucht na othyr fal{s thartill 540
Bot appetyt, that oft men takys,
For rycht weill {cowryt war thair ftomakys.
T1Iai eit, and drank, ftc as thai had;
And till our Lord fyne lowyng maid,
And thankyt hym, with full gud cher, 545
T'hat thai war mete on that maner.
The KING than at" thaim fperyt yarne,
How thai, fen he thaim ft:yne, had fame;
And thai full petwylly gan tell
Auenturs that tbaim befell; 550
And gret anoyis, and powerte.
The KING tharat had gret pite.
And tauld thaim petwifly agayne
The noy, the trawaiIl, and the payne,
That he had tholyt, fen he thaim faw: 555
Wis nane amang thaim, hey na law,
That he ne had pite and plefance,
Q!rhen that he herd mak remembrance
Off the perellys that pafl"yt war.
Bot, quhen men oucht at liking ar, 560
To tell off paynys pafl"yt by,
Plefys to herying petiufiy,
And to rehearfs thair auld difefe,
Dois thaim oftfyfs cumfort, and efe :

Va. 561. Et ha:c meminilfe juvabit.

G3
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Withthy tharto folow na blame,s&S
Dilhonour, wikytnes, na fchame.

After the metc fone raifs the KIIIG,

Q!1hcn he had lewyt hys fper)'ng,
And bulkyt hym, with hys mengye,
And went on hy towart the fe. 570
QJhar Schyr N ELK CAMBEL thaim "mete,
Bath with fchippis, ami with meyte j

Saylys, arrs, and othyr thing,
That wis fpcdfull to thair paffyng.

Thcn fchippyt thai, forowtyn mar, SiS
Sum went till ih:r, and fum till ar,
And rowyt be the ile of But.
1\1cn mycht fe mony frely futc
About the coll, thar lukand,
As thai on ayrs raifs rowand j S80
And nevys that fiallwart war and {quar,
That wont to fpayn gret fpers war,
Swa fpaynyt ars, that men mycht fc
Full oft the hyde leve on the tre.
F or all war doand, knycht and knave, 585
Wis nane that euir difport mycht have
Fra fierying, and fra rowyng,
To funhyr thaim off' thair Heting.

Bot in the famyn t}'me at thai
'Var in fchippyng, as )'C hard me fay, 590

The
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The ErIe off the LENBUAX was,
I cannot tell yow throw quhat cafs,
Lewyt behynd with his galay,
Till the KING wis fer on hys way.
Q!1hen that thai off his cuntre
W yft that fa duelt behynd wis he,
Be fe with fchippys thai hym foucht;
And he that faw that he wis nocht
Off pith to fecht with thefe traytours,
And that he had In ner focours,
Then the KINGS flote; forthy ,
He fped him efter thaim on hy.
Bot the tratours him followit fua,
That thai weill ner hym gan ourta.
F or all the mycht that he mycht do,
Ay ner, and ner, thai come him to.
And quhen he faw thai war fa ner,
That he mycht weill thair manauce her,
And faw thaim, ner and ner, cum ay,
Then tyll hys mengye gan he fay,
e Bot giff we fynd fum futelte,
e Ourtane all fane fall we be.
e Tharfor.I rede, but mar letting,
e That, owtakyn owe armyng,
e We caft our all thing in the fe :
e And fra our fchip fwa lycht)'t be,
eWe fall fwa row, and fpcid us fua,
e That we fall weill efcluip thaim fra ;
e With that thai ran malt duelling
• Apon the fe, to talc our thing;

G+

59S

605

610

61)

6'10

e And
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C And we fall row but refting ay,
fTiIl we efchapyt be away.'
As he deuilit thai have done;
And thair fchip thai Iychtyt fone:
And rowyt fyne, with all thair mycht, 625
And fehe, that fwa wis maid tycht,
Rakyt /lydand throw the fe.
And quhen thair fayis gan thaim fe,
}'orowth thaim alwayis, mar and mar,
The things that thar fletand war 630
Thai tuk; and turnyt fyne agayne,
And be that thai lefyt all thair payne.

~hen that the ErIc on this maner,
And hys mengye, efchapyt wer,
Eftir the KING he gan hym hy, 635
That then, with all hys cumpany,
Into Kyntyr arywyt was.
The ErIe tauld hym all hys cafs,
How he wis chafyt on the fe,
\Vith thaim that fuld hys awyn be; 640

And how he had bene tane, but dout,
Na war it that he warpyt OM

All that he had, hym Iycht to ma;
And fwa efchapyt thaim fra.
" Schyr Erle," faid the KING) " perfay, 645
" Syn yow efchapyt is away,
" Off the tynfell is na plenyeing j

" Bot I will fay the weile a thing,

" That
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U That thar will f.lll the 'gret foly
U To pafs oft fra my cumpany. 650
" For fdefyfs, quhen thow art away,
" Thow art fet in till hard affay.
" Tharfor me thynk befi to thee
"To hald yow alwayis ner by me."
C Schyr,' faid the ErIe, ' it fall be fwa. 6.;s
c I fall na wifs pafs fer yow fra,
, Till God gift" grace we be off mycht
C Agayne our fayis to hald our flycht.'

And ANGUSS off lIe that tyme wis fyr,
And lord, and ledar of Kyntyr. 660
The KING rycht weill refawyt he j

And undertuk hys man to be:
And hym, and hys, on mony wifs,
He abandownyt till hys fervice.
And, for mar fekyrnes, gaiff hym fyne 66;.
Hys cafiell off Donnbardyne,
To duel1 tharin, at hys Iyking.
Full gretumly thankyt hym the KING j

And refawyt hys feruice.
Not forthy,·on mony wifs, 670
He wis dredand for trefoun ay.
And tharefor, as Ik hard men fay,
He traifiyt in nane fekyrly,

.Till that he knew hym uterly:

Ver. 659. Angus chief of the ile of Day.

Bot
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Bot quhat kyndred, that euir he had, 675"
Fayr cuntenance to thaim he mad.

And in D,nabardynt dayis three,
Forowtyne mar, then duellyt he.
Syne gert he hys mengye mak thaim y&r,

Towart Rau,hrynt, be fe to far. 680
That is ane ile in the fe j

And may weill in myd watir be,
Betwix Kyntyr and Irland:
~har als gret frremys ar rynand,
And als peralais, and mar, 685
Till ourraile thaim into fchip fair,
As is the rairs of BrttanDt,
Or frrait off Marrock into Spa"]t.

Thair fchippys to the fe thai ret,
And maid redy, but langir let,
Ankyrs, rapys; bath faile, and ar j

And all that nedyt to fchip fair.

Vcr. 680. Rachlin, on the north-aft of Ire1aDd 1 by
Ptolemy called Ricina, by Pliny Ricnia. In·the JClII' '35
Scgcnius Abbot of Hyona, or lcolmkill, founded. church
here, which in 795 was burnt by the Dann. A8Id.
~ighern. tl Ullan. &e a defcription of thi. ilaDd, aDd
Bruce's callIe, in Hamilton's Obfcrvationl OIl the :North af
Ireland.

In the Annals of Ullter at 768 we find the death of
Murgailc Mac Inca, Abbot of Rachlin I at 772 that af
Aod Mac CaI"brc clucf of Rachlin.
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1 thai war bonne to faile, thai went
vynd wcs weill to thair talent.
rayfyt faile, and furth thai far, 695
Iy the mole thai pafi"yt yar,
:ntryt fane into the raire,
: that the ftremys fa fturdy was,
wawys wyd, wycht brekand war,
0yt as hyllys her and tbar. 70G

chippys our the wawys fIayd,
rynd at poynt blawand thai had;
at forthy quha had thar bene,
t fierding he myeht h:1ifF feyne
:hippys; for quhilum fum wald be 7eS
: on the wawys, as on mounre j

urn wald fIyd fra heyeht to law,
: as thai doun till hell wald draw j

on the waw ftcrt fedanly.
)thyr fchippis, that war tharby, 710

irly drew to the depe.
, gret cunningnes to kep
, takill intill fie a thrang j

wyt fie wawis; for ay arnang
wawys reft thair fyeht off land. 715
n thai the land wcs rycht ner hand,
luhen fchyppys war failand ncr,
~e wald ryfs on fie maner,
off the wawys the weltrand hycht
cefe thaim oft off thair fycht. 710

Bot
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Bot into RtlWchry,tt, nocht forthy,
Thai arywyt ilk ane fawftly;
Blyth, and glaid, that thai war fua
Efehapyt the hidwyfs wawys fra.
In Rauchryne thai arywyt ar, 725
And to the land thai went but mar,
Armyt apon thair ben maner.
Quhen the folk, that thar wonand wer,
Saw men of armys in thair euntrc,
Aryve into flC quantite, 73C»
Thai fled on hy, with thar eaten,
Towart a rycht nalwart caReI~
That in the land wis ner tharby.
Men mycht her wemen heIy cry,
And fie with cataill her and thar. 73S
Bot the KING'S folk, that war
Deliuer off fute, thaim gan ourhy j

And thaim arefiyt hefreIy,
And broueht thaim to the KING agayne,
Swa that nane off thaim all wis llayne. 740
Than with thaim tretyt fwa the KING,

That thai, to fullfill hys yarnrng,
Become hys men euirilkane :
And has hym trewly undertane
That thai and thairs, loud and Rill, 745
Suld be in all thing at hys will.
And, quhill him likit thar to leynd,
Euir ilk day thai fuld hym feynd
WiClalis for thre hundir men:
And thai as lord fuld him ken. 7So

Bot
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Bot at thair poffeffiouns {uld be,
For all hys men thair awyn fre.

The cunnand on this wyfs wis maid.
And on the morn, but langir baid,
Off' all Rauchri"e bath man and page 7S5
Knelyt, and maid the KING homage;
And tharwith {wour hym fewte,
To {erve hym ay in lawte.
And held him rycht weill cunnand :
For quhill he duelt into the land, 760
Thai fand meit till hys cumpany j

And {erwyt hym fuIl humely.

THE END 0 F B U K E III.

THE
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A R GUM EN T.

Y'ht ~umt and ladeis art tont prift"eirs IH tf"
Inglis.-KildrumyalJuo tant.-King EDWAIlD

I. odvaundng to quell the Scotis, dns at BrJIlh ..
Sand.-Enfampil af/e)'nds' prrtphecies fro Flmri/J

fiorie.-DouGLAs paffis fro Rauchry" to .Am,.
..J.a"d after him the KING, quho finds a h1 tI

Corrick.-Tht KING'S hofleJs prrtphtcits his j.e. '
eeJs·-Di£rejJioun on 4ftr%git and NtermuJ1lCft.
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IN Rauchryne leve we now the KING

In rell, forowtyn barganyng j

And off hys fayis a quhile fpelc we,
That, throw thair mycht and thair powfie,
Maid fie a perfecutioune, S
Sa hard, fa ftrait, and fa feloune,
In thaim that till hym luffand wer
Or kyn, or freynd, or ony maner j

That at till her is gret pite.
For thai fparyt off na degre I()

,Thaim, that thai trowit hys freynd wer,
Nothyr off the lcyrle, na feculer.
For offG/ajkow ByfehopRoBERT,
And MAKIS off ¥an ,thai fiythly fparyt,

Ver. 13. Robert Wilhart bilhop of Glafgow from 1272 to
~317. celc;brated for his patriotifm. See Keith's Catalogue
Gf ScotiIhBilhop'. Marcus bilhop of the Des, 1275 to 130]'
Ibid. where it is faid that he died in 1303, upon no autho~

rity; and Barbour here affords proof that he was alive in
1306 •

VOL. I. H Bath
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Bath in fetrys and in prefoune j IS
And worthy CRYSTOLL off SEYTOUNE,
Into Loudon betreryt was,
Throw a difcipill off Judas;
MAKNAB, a fals tratour) that ay .
Wes off hys duelling) nycht and day j 20

~hom to he maid gud cumpany.
It wes fer wer than tratoury
F or to betryfs fie a perfoune,
So nobill, and off fie renounce
Bot tharof had he na pite, 25
In hell eondampnyt mot he be!
For quhen he hym betryfyt had,
The lng/ifs men rycht with hym rad
In by, in lng/and to the King,
That gert draw hym, and hede, and bing, 30
Forowtyn pete, or mercy.
It wes gret forow fekyrly,
That fo worthy perfoune as he
Suld on fie mance hangyt be.
Thus gat endyt his worthynes. 3$
And off CRAUFURD als Schyr RANALD we..
And Schyr BRUCE als the BLAIR.
Hangyt intill a berne in Ar.

The QyEYNE) and als Dam MAIOkT.
Hyr dochtyr, that fyne worthyly 40
Wis coupillyt into Goods band
'Vith WALTIR STEWART off Scotland;

That
Vcr. 17.1Mb....' edit.



That wald on na wyfs langar Iy
In caftell off Ky/dromy,
To byd a fege, ar rydin raith 4-5
With knychts and fquyers bath,
Throw Rofs, rycht to the gyrth of T1lJIU.

'Bot that trawaill thai maid in wayne.
For thai of Raft, that wald not her
_For thaim na blayme, na yeit danger, 50
Out off the gyrth hame all has tayne,
And fyne thaim euirilkane
Rycht intill lng/and, to the King,
That gert draw all the men, and hing i
And put the Ladyis in prefoune, 55
Sum intill caftel~ fum in dungeoun.

It wes gret pite for till her
The folk be troublyt on this maner.
That tyme wes in Kyldmny,
With men, that mycht war and hardy, 60
Schyr Nan the BRUCE: and I wate weill
That thar the erie wis off ADHI!ILL,
In the caftell, weill wiCblyt ay,
And mete and {uell gan puruay i

And enforcyt the caftell fwa, 6S
That thaim thocht na ftrenth mycht it tao

Ver. 4-7. The gyrth, or fanauary, of St. Duthac at TaiD,
whence the earl of Rofs took the Q!!.een Elizabeth. daughter
of Aymer de Burgh earl of Ulfter, and Maljory the king'!
daughter by hill former wife Ifabella, and· delivered them up
to the Engllih.

And
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And quhen it t<! the King wis tauld
Off lngland, how thai fch~p till hauld
That caftell; he wes all angry ;
And callyt his fane till h.ym on hy
The eldcB: lind aperand ayr;
A young bacheler, and ftark, and fayr,
Schyr EDUUARD callyt off CornaUtrallt,

.That \tes the fterkaft man off ane,
That men rpycht in any cuntre ;
Prynce of Walys that tyme wes he.
And he gert als call erlys twa,
GL8SYST~R and HARFURD war tha j

~nd bad thaim wend into Scotland,
And fet a fege, with ftalwart hand,
To the caftell off Kyldromy.
And all the halders halyly
He bad diftroy, forowtyn ranfoun,
Or bryng thaim till hym in prefoune.

~hen thai the cummaundment had tane,
Thai afi"emqIyt ane oft onane,
And to the caftell went in hy ;
And it afi"egyt wigorufly.
And many tyme full hard aH'aylytj
Bot for 10 tak it yeit thai failyt.
For thai within war rycht worthy;
And thaim defendyt douchtely ;
And rufchyt thair ffayis off agayne,
Sum beft, fum woundyt, fum als flayne.
And mony tymys ifche thai wald,
~ bargane at the bmaifs. bald j

75

80

85

9$

And
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. And wound thaiJ: fayis oft and a..

Schortly thai them contenyt fwa,
That thai withoute difparyt war,
And thoucht till I.gland for till far : 100

F or thai fa fiytb Caw the cafte11,
And with that it was warnyft weiU ;
And faw the men defend thaim fwa,
That tha! nane hop had thaim to ta.

N ane had thai 40ne all that fefoune, I 0~

GyfF it ne had bene fals treCoune.
For thar with thaim wis a trl!tour,
A fals lour4ane, a lofyngeour,
HOSBARNE to name, maid the trefoune,
I wate not for quhat enchefone ; 110

Na quham with be maid that conwyn :
Bot as thai raid, that war within,
He tuk a cultir bate glowand,
"VJat yeit wis i{l a fir brynnand,
And went hym to the mekill hall, 11$
That then with corn wis fyllyt aU j

And heych up in a mow it did,
Bot it full Jang wis nocht that hid.
For men fayisoft that iyr, na pride,
Bot difcouering may na man hide. 120
For tbe pomp oft the prid furth fchaws,
Or ellis the gret boift that it blawis.
Na thar may na man fa cowyr
Na low, or rek fall it difcowyr.
So fell it her, for fyr all cler uS
SODe throw the thak burd gan apper,

H 3 Fyra
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Fyrll: as afierne,. fyne as a mi>Dc)
And weill bradde~ thareftir Cone,
The frr out fyne in blefs braft;
Ancl the rek raifs. rycht wondre fait. J 3G
The fyr our all the caftell fpred,
That mycht na force of man it red.
Than thai within drew to the wall,
That at that tyme was bataillit all,
Within, rycht as it wer withoute. 135
lht bataillyne, withowtyn clout,
Sawyt thair lywys, fOl' it brak
BIers that thaim wald ourtak.
And quhen the fayis the myfcbtiff" faw,
Till armys went thai in a tbraw; 140
And affaylyt the caftell fafi,
~har thai durfi come ror £rca bla1l.
Bot thai within myftir had,
Sa gret defence, and worthy mad,
That thai full oft thair fayis rullyt, r-l-S'
fOt thai na kyn perall refufyt.
Thai trawaillYl for to faulF thair lyffs:
Bot werd, that till the end ay drywis
The warlds things, fua thaim trawaillyt,
That thai on twa halfys war afi"ailyt. ISO

In with fyr, that thaim fwa broilyit.
And utouth with folk, that thaim (wa toilyit,
That thai brynt magre thaim the yat,
Yat for the fyre, that WAS fwa hate,
Thai durfi not entyr fwa in hy. IS5
Tlmfor that folk thai gan rely_
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And went to reft, (or it wis nycht ;
Till on the mom, that day wis lycht,
;A.t fie myfcheifF, as ye ber fay,
War thar within the q~thyr ay
Thai thaim defendyt douchtely,
And contenyt thaim fa manlily,
That or day, throw mekill payn,
Thai had muryt up thair yat agayn.

160

Bot on the morn, quhen day wes lycht,
And fane wes rylfyn, fchynand brycht,
Thai withowt, iA hale bataill,
Come purwayt, redy till allAill.
Bot thai within, that fwa war ftad,
That thai wifuill, na £ewell had,
Ql1harwitb thai m}'Cht the caR:ell hald,
Tretyt fyrft, and frne thaim yauld
To be intilLthe K.ing. will.
80t that ay to Scotts 1fWJ wis ill j

As fane eftyr weill wis knawin,
For thai war hangyt all and drawyn.

1'75

r8g

8yne

Ver. 111. The royai palace at Iitirling was called SIIIIW-

• H + Jon-;

Quhen this cunnand thus tretyt weI,
And affermyt with fekyrnes,
Thai tukthaim off the caftell (one.
And intiO fchart tyme has done,
That all a quartir off S"lI'WIiIJun,
Rycht till the erd thai tummyllyt clouD.
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Syne towart [irgland ~nt thair way.
Bot quhen tIle King EDUUARD hard fay
How weill the BRUCE held Ki/drfJ1IIJ, 18S
Agayne hys fon fa ftalwartly;
He gadryt gret chewalry,
And towart Scatland went in hy.

And as intill Narthummyrland
He wis, with hys gret rowt, rydand, 190
A feknes tuk hym in the way,
And put hyat to fa hard affay,
That he mycht nocht ga, na ryd:
Hym worthit, magre hys, abid
Intill an hamillet tharby, 195
A. Ii till town, and unworthy.
With gret payne thyddir thai hym broueht,
He wis fa fiad, that he ne mocht
Hys aynd bot with gret paynys draw; ~

Na fpek bot giff it war weill law. 200
The quheyr he bad thai fuld hym fay
Qlihat town wes that, that he in lay.

Jolm j and near it was an eminence tenned Arthur", R.0lIIId
Table. Ths fame of Arthur in books of chivalry gan rili:
to ruch names in the middle ages. One of the Heralds of
Scotland is termed Snowdun Herald to tNs day.

Ver. 189' King Edward was obliged by /icknefs to IT­
~ain in Northumberland and Cumberland, the fmumer allIl

autumn 1306 j and he was at Lanercoftall the winter 1]06-7'
See this proved from R.ymer". Fcedera in the AIIIUIls ffSett·
Mild, Vol. II. p. S. He died at Burgh on the SaDd,7 JIIly
'1307 j and his death is unchronologically hen: narn.ted by
Barbour. .
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l Schyr,' thai fajd, l B,mb ill tb, SaM
, Men callis this toun, intill this land:
" Call thai it Burch, als!" Wd he. 20$

" My hop is now forclooe to me.
" For I wend n~uir to tOOile the payne
U 'Off deid, till I, throw mekil1 mayn,
«The Bur;eb of Jerufalem hadtane,
• My Iyff wend I thar .fuld be gayne. 2 J (J

« In BIIr,b I wyft weill I fuld de :
« Bot I was noythir wys, na fie,
cc Till othyr Bllrth Jc.ep to tao
II Now may I nowyfs forthyr pa"

Thus pleynyeit be ofFhys roly, 21$

As he had mater fekyrly :
Q!ahen b~ to wyt certantC
Off that, at nal\C may eertan be.

The quheyr men faid he chefyt bad
A fpyryt, that hym anCuer maid, 220

Off things that he wald inquer.
Bot be fulyt, forowtyn wer,
That piff throuch till that ereatur.
For feyndys ar off fie natur,
.That thai to mankind has inwy; 2.25
For thai wate weill, and wittly,
That thai that weill ar liifand her,
Sall wyn the fege, quharofF thai wer
Tumblyt throwch thair mekill pride
QlJhar throw oft tymys will bctid, 2.30

That
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That quheri feyndys diftrenyeit ar,
For till aper, and mak anfwar,
Throw force off conjuratioun,
That thai fa fals ar and fdoun,
That thai mak ay thair anfuering, 23$
Into dowbill undirftanding,
To diffiUff thaim, that will thaim trow.
Infample will I fet her now
Off a wer, as I herd tell,
Betwix Fraunu and the F/nnynls fell. 240

The ErIe FUANDS modyr was
N ygramanfour; and Sathanas
Scbe rafyt; and,hym alkyt fyn,
~hat fuld worth off the fychtyn
Betwix the Fraunu King and hyr fone 1 24S
And he, as all tyme he wes wone,
Into dilfayt maid hys anfuer;
And faid till hyr thir thre wens her.
" Rex rutt in bello, IIt",ul;,!ut carellil b""w"
"FERRANDUS, Comitiffil, IIIUS, mltl e",.iI Mi-

" neroa, 2S0

" Parifiis 'Zuni", ",agna comita"'t eat'"Ja."

Vcr. :J4-I. Jane, i30ghter of Baldwin IX. earl of Flau­
deno, married Ferrand prince of Portugal, who thu. became
earl of Fbnden. He took anns againA: Pbilip Aupftua
king of France \ and the emperor Otho IV. afiifting him, ill
UI4- was fought the famous battle of Bourints, in which the
crnperor and earl were ddeated, and the later carried captive
bl Paris and con/ioed in the Louue.

This
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Thi,; \Vis the fpek he maid, perfay j

And is in Inglis toung to fay,
" The King fall fall in the fechting,
" And fall faile honour off erding ; 25$
" And thy FEllAND, Mynerve my dec,
" Sail rycht toParyfs went, but.wer;
"Folowand hym gret cumpany
" Off nobill men, and off worthy."
This is the fentence off this faw, 260
That the Latyn gan her fchaw.
He callyt hyr hys der Minerwe,
For Minerwe ay wis wont ferwe
Hym, till fche lelfyt at hys diuifs;
And for fche maid the famyn feruice, 2.6S
Hys Minerwe hyr callyt he:
And als, throw hyr futelte.
He.callyt hyr der, hyr tyll dilfaifF,
That fche the tyttar fuld confaiff
Off hys fpek tlte undyrftanding, 270

That mall: plefyt till hyr liking.

This dowbill fpek fwa hyr dilfawyt,
That throw hye foly the ded relfawit.
For fche wis offhyr anfuer blyth,
And till hyr fone fche tauld it fwith. 2.75
And bad hym till the bataitl fped,
For he fuld 'Wiaory haiffbot dred.
And he, that herd hyr fermonyng,
Sped hylll in hy to the fechting;

Q..uhar
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I~har he. difcomfyt wis, and fellent. . . 2.10
And takin, and to ParyJi fent.
Bot in the fechting not forthy
The King, throw hys ehewalry,
Wis laid at the erd, and lawit bath;
Bot his men helpyt hym weill rath. 2.85

And quhen FERANDS modyr herd
How hyr (one in the bataill ferd j

And at he fwa wis difeomfyt j

Sehe rafyt the ill fpyryt als tyt.
And alkyt quhy he gabyt had 29°
Off the anfucr that he hyr mad?
And he faid ~ had faith futh all ;
" I faid the, that the King fuld fall
" In the bataill; and fay did he.
" And failyed enling, as men may {e. 295
" And I faid that thy fon fuld ga
" To Paryfs, and be did rieht fwa.
" Followand fie a .mengyC',
" That neuir, in his Iyfftyme, he
" Had fie a mcngye in leding. 3°0
"Now feis yow I mad na gabbing."
The wyff eonfufyt wis perfay j

And dud! na mar than till hym fay.

Thus gat, throw dowbill undyrftanding,
That bargane come till fie ending, 3°5
That the ta part diff'awyt was.
R)'cht fa gat fell that in thys cars:

At
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At Jtrllftlem trowyt he
Grawyn in the Burch to be ;
The quethyr at Burch into the StlruJ 310
He fwelt rycht in hys awn land.

And quhen he to the dede wis ncr,
The folk. at X,idr"", wer
Come with prifoners that thai bad lane,

And (yoe to the King are gane. 3rS
And for to comfort hym thai tauld
How thai the cafreU to thaim yauld :
And how thai till hys will war brocht,
To do off that quhateuir he thocht;
And a1kyt quhat men fuld off thaim do. 310

Than lukyt he angryly thaim to,
He fiUd grynnand, " hyngs and drawys."
That wis wondir of fie fawis,
That he, that to the eleele wis ncr,
Suld anfuer apon fie maner; 31$
!orowtyn menyng and mercy.
How mycht ht: traift on hym to cry,
That futhfaftly demys all thing
To haiff mercy for hys cryng,
Offhym that, throw hys felony, 330
-~o fie paynt had na mercy 1 .

Hys men hys maundment has done:
And he dCJt thareftir fone:
And fyne wes eftir brocht till berynes.
,H1' fone fyne King eftit wcs. 335

TG
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To the King ROBERT agayne ga we,
That in Rouchryllt, with hys mengye.
Lay till wintir ner wis gane ;
And off that ile hys mete has tane.
]AMYS ofDoWGLAS wis angry. 340
That thai langir fuld ydiIlly.
And to Schyr ROBERT BOlD (aid he,
" The pure folk off thys countre
" Ar chargyt apon gret maner,
" Off us, that ydilllyis her. 345
" And Ik her fay, that in Arant,
" lntill a flyth callell off frane,
" Ar lllg/iji men, that with llrang hand
~, Haldys the Lordfchip off the land.
" Ga we thyddyr; and weill may fall 3So
" Amang thaim in fum thing we fall."
Schyr ROBERT faid, ' I grant thartill.
, Till her mar ly war IitiIl lkill:
~ Tharfor till Aroll pafs will we,
, For I knaw rycht weill the cuntre, 3SS
, Ami the cafteIl rycht fwa knaw I.
, \Ve fall come thar fa priwily,
~ That thai fall haifF na perfawyng,
'Na yhcit wittyng off owr cummyng.
, And we Call ner cnbufchyt be, 360
~ Q!Jhar we thar outecome may Ce.
, Sa fall it on na manir fall,
~ Bot fcaith thaim on fum wyf5 we fall.

With
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With that thai bufkyt thaim anne:

And at the KING thai! leiif' has taM, 36$
And went thaim furth fyne on tbair ny.
Jnto KprlJr fone cUDlmyn ar thai :
Sync rowyt alwayis by the land,
Till that the nyeht wis ner on hand,
Than till .Artml thai went thar way, 370
And fawfly thar arywyt thai.
And in a glen thair galay drewcb,
Aad fyne it halyt weill inewch i

Thair taleyU, airs, and thair fier,
Thai hyde all on the famyn maner. 3iS
And held thair way rycht in the nycht,
Swa that or day wis dawyn lycbt,
Thai war enbufchyt the ealell ncr,
Armyt apon the btft maner.
And thoucht thai wate war, and wery. 3So
And for lang fafiyng all hungry,
Thai thocht till hald thaim all preYe,
'fill that thai weill thair poynt mydlt ft.

Schyr IHON the HASTINGSs at that tid,
With knychts off full mekiU prid, 38$
And fquyers, and yemanry,
And that a weill gret cumpany,
Was in the eafietll of Brfltl1Wil.
And oftfyfs quhcn it wald hym lit,
He went till huntyng with his menye. 390
And fwa the lan4 abandownyt hel

That
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That durA: nane warne to do hya will.
He was into the caftell Hill,
The tyme that JAMES off DOWGLAS,

As Ik haiff tauld, enbufchit was. 395

Sa hapnyt that tyme, throw chance,
That with wi~alis and purweyance,
And with clething, and with armyng,
The day befor,in the ewynnyng,
The under wardane ariuyt was,
With thre bats, weill ncr the place
Ql1har that the folk I fpak off ar
Preuily en~ufchyt war.
Syne fra the bats faw thai ga
Off lng/is men, threty and rna, 4°5
Chargit all with fyndry things j

Sum bar wyne, and fum armyngs,
The remanent all chargyt wer
With things off fyodry maner.
And othyr fyndry yeid thaim by, 410
As thai war maiHyrs, ydilly.
Thai that enbufchyt war, that raw
All forowtyn dreid or aw,
Thair enbufchy on thaim thai brak;
And flew all that thai mycht ourtak. 415 '
The cry !'aifs hidwyfly, and hey:
For thai, that dredand war to dey,
Rycht as befts gan rar and cry.
Thai flew thaim forowtyn mercy i

Swa
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SV::l that, into the I;lmyn ned, 42D

\Vcill ner forty ther war dede.

Qyhen thai, that in the caftell war,
Hard the folk fa cry and rar,
Thai ifcheyt Furth to the fechting.
Bot quhen theDowGLAs fawthaircummyng, 425
Hys men till hym he gan rely;
And went till meit thaim haftyly.
And quhen thai off the caftell faw
Hym cum on thaim, forowtyn aw,
Thai fled, forowryn mar debate. 430
And thai thaim folowyt to the yate ;
And flew off thaim, as thai in paft;
Bot thai thair yate barryt faft,
That thai mycht do at thaim na mar;
Tharfor thai left thaim ilkane thar, <4-35
And, turnyt to the fe agayne,
Qyhar that the men war forowth flayn ;
And quhen thai, that war in the bats,
Saw thair cummyng; and faw how gats,
Thai had difcumfyt thair menye, 440
In hy thai put thaim to the fe,
And rowyt faft with all thair mayne:
Bot the wynd wis thaim agayne,
That fwa hey gcrt the land-bryfs ryfs,
That thai moucht weld the fe nawyfs. 44-5
Than thai durG: not cum to the land,
Bot hald thaim thar fa lang hobland,

Vo~. I. I That
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That off the thre bats drownyt twa.
And quhen DOWGLAS faw it was nra,
He tuk armyng, and deything, '458
Wicblis, wyne, and othyr thing,
That thai fand thar: and held tbair way
Rycht glaid and joyfull off thair pray.

Q..uhen thus JAMIS oi'DOWGLA~
And hys men, throw Godd's grace, 45S
War relewyt with armyng,
And with wiClaJl, and clething,
6yfte till a firenth thai held thair way j

And thaim full manly gouemyt ay.

Till on the tend day, that the KIKG,

With all that war in hys ledyng,
Arywyt into that countre,
With threty fmall galayis and thre.
The KING arywyt in A,.one;
And fyne to the land is gaM,

A nd in a taune tuk hys herbery.
And fperyt fyne fpeceally,
Gyff ony man couth tell tithand
Off ony firang men in that land.
" Yhis," faid a woman, " Schyr, penay.t
" Off firang men 1 kan yow fay,
" That are cummyn in this countre,
" And {chart quhile fyne, throw thair bounte,
" Thai haiff difcomfyt owr war-dane,
" And many off hys min has {layne.
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Ie And till a ftalwart place herby
« Repars all thair eumpany."
, Dame,' faid the KING, ' wald you me wifs,
, To that place quhar thair repair is,
, I fall reward ye but lefing : 480
, For thai ar all off my duelling,
, And I rycht blythly wald 'thaim fe,
, And [wa trow I, that thai wald me.'
" Yhis," [aid [che, " Schyr, I will blythly
" Ga with yow and your cumpany, 485
" Till that I f~haw you thair repair."
, That is inewc~ my fyftir fayr j

, Now ga we forthwart,' '&id the Knrc.
Than went thai furth, but mar letting,
Folowand hyr, as fchethaim led; 490
Till at the Iaft fche fchaw't a fled
To the KiNG, in a wode glen,
And [aid, " Schyr, her I faw the men,
Il' That yhe fper eftir, male Iogyng:
" Her I trow be thair reparyng. to 495

The KING then blew his horn in. by ;
And gert the men that war hym by,
Hald thaim Gill, and all prewe;
And fyne agayne his horn blew he.
JAMIS off DOWGtAs herd hym blaw, .500
And at the Iaft al{ODe gan knaW.
And (aid, " Sothly yon is the KING:

u I knaw lang quhill {1De hys blawing."
I I The
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The thred tyme tharwithall he blew,
And then Schyr ROBERT BOlD it knew; 505
And faid " Yon is the KING, but dreid,
" Ga we furth till hym bettie fpeid."

Than went thai till the KING in hy,
And hym inclynyt curtaJIy;
And blythly wclcummyt thaim the KING, 510
And wis joyfull off thair meting.
And kilJit thaim; and fperyt fyne
How thai had faroe in thair huntyn l
And thai hym tauld all but lefing :
Syne lowyt thai God off thair meting. SIS
Syne with the KING till hys herbery
Went bath joyfull and joly.

The KING apon the tothyr day
Gan till hys priwe menye fay,
" Ye knaw all weill, and ye may fe, 520
« How we ar owt off owr cuntre
" Banyft, throw Inglifs mmys mycht.
" And that, that fuld be ours off rycht,
" Throw thair maftyrs thai occupy;
" And wald alfua, forowtyne mercy, 525
" Giff thai haid mycht, deftroy us all.
" Bot God forbid it fuld fa fall
" Till us, as thai mak manaffyng I
" For than war thar na recowering.
" And mankind bidds us that we 530
." To procur wengeance befy be:.

~For
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ce For ye may fc we hailF THRE things
ce That mab us oft monefiings
ec For to be worthy, wyfs, and wych~

ee And till anoy thaim at our mycht.
cc ANE is our lyfti fawfte,
cc That on na wyfs fuld fawft be,
cc Giff thai had us at thair liking.
" The TOTHYI. that maltys eggyng,
ce Is that thai our po1feBioune
cc Halds ftrenthly, agayn reCoune.
cc The THllID is the joy that we abl~

cc Gyff'that it happyn, as weill may tid,
ce That we wyn wiClour, and maifiry
cc Till ourcum thair felony.
ce Tharfor we fuld our harts~
cc Swa that na myfcheyff us abaifs ;
" And fchaip alwayis to that ending
"That bers in it menfk, and lowing.
« And tharfor, lordings, gyfF ye Ce
ce Amang you, giff that it fpeidfull be,
cc I will fend a man in Carril,
" To fpy and fpeir our kynrilc,
cc How it is led, and freynd and fa.
ce And giff he feis we land may ta,
ce On TurnhtrJ$ b,ul, he may
" Mak a {yr, on a certane day,
ce That mak takynnyng till us, that we
" May thar arywe in fawfte.
cc And giff he Ceis we may not fwa ;
" Luk on na wyfs the fyr he rna.

13

535

545
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" Swa may we tharthrow haifF wittring
" Off our palfagc, or our duelling."

To this fpeJc all alfentyt are
And than the KING, withowtyn mar, 565
Callyt ane, that wes hym prewe,
And off Carril hys countre.
And chargyt hym in lei and mar,
As ye hard me diwifs it ar.
And fet hym certain day to ma 570
The fyr, giff he faw it war fwa
That thai had poffibilite
To maynteyne the wer in that c::ountre.

And he, that wis rycht weill in will
His lord's yharnyng to fulUill, 575
As he that worthy wis, and leile,
And couth rycht weill (ecrets confei1l§
Sake wis boune intill all thing
For to fullfill hys cummanding.
And faid he fuld do fa wifely, S80
That na repruff fuld eftir Iy.
Syne at the KING hys leiff has tane.
And furth apon hys way is gane.

Now gais the melfyngcr hys way,
That hat CUTBERT, as I herd fay. S8S
In Carri!r fone arywyt he,
And paffyt throw all the countrc.
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Dot he f.lIlel few tharin) pcrhy,

That gud wald olf hy. maiftir fay:
For fde of thaim durft: not for dreid ; S9Q .

And othyr fum rycht into deid
War fayis to the nobill KING,

That rewyt fyne thair bargaynyng.
Baith hey and law, the land wis then
All occupyt with IlIgliff",en; 59$
And difpytyt, at-our all dling,
ROBERT the BRUCE the douchty KING.

Corrik wis giffyn dlen balyly
To Schyr HENR,Y Lord the Pusy,;
That in 7'lIrnbtry;s caftell then 600
Wa6, with weill ner three hundir men,
And dawntyt fa gat aU the land,
That all wis till hym obeyfand.

Thus CUTBER T faw thair felony:
And faw the folk fa halyly 60S
Be worthyn lnglift, baith rich and pur,
That he to nane durf! hym difcur.
Bot thoucht to leve the fyr unmaid :
Syne till hys maifler went but baid,
And all thair cowyne till hym gan tell, 610

That wis fa angry and fa fell.

The

Ver, 606. By being become EIIglifl our poet only implies
dlat they were attached to the Engli/h caufe.

Ver. 609. 610. The exprellions are inauurate. but do
l. p~
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The KINO, that intill ArtlIU lay,
Q!.Jhen that cummyn wis the day,
That he fet till hys meifenger,
As Ik dewifyt you lang er, 61$
Eftyr the fyr he lukyt (afr.

And, als fone as the none was paft,
Hym thocht weill he faw a fyr,
Be Turnbery byrnand weill fchyr;
And till hys menye it gao fchaw: 620

11k man thocht weill that he it faw.
Then with blyth hart the folk gan cry,
C Gud KING I fpeid you deliuerly,
C Swa that we (one in the ewynnyng
C Aryve, forowtyn perfaywing.' 62.5
" I grant," (aid he, " now male you yare
CC God furthyr us intill our far !"

Then in fchort tyme men mycht thaim (e
Schute all thair galayis to the fe.
And ber to (e baith ayr and fter, 630
And othyr things that myA:ir were
And as the KING apon the fand
Was gangaod up and down, bidand
Till that hys menye redye war,
Hys oft come rycht till hym thar. 635
And quhen that fche hym halyA: had,
A priwc: fpek till hym fche made;

not mean that Cuthbert went to the king. but only that he
intended to go. as appears from the fequd.

And
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And raid, " Takis gud Jeep till my faw,
cc For or ye pafs I fall you fchaw,
c& Off your fortoun a gret party. 640
" Bot our all fpecially
cc A wyttring her I fall yow ma,
« ~hat end that your purpo(s (all tao
" For in this land is nane trewly
" Wate things to cum (a weill as I. 645
" Ye pars now furth on your wiage,
" To wenge the harme, and the owtrag~

Cl That Ingliffmen has to yow done j

Cl Bot yow wat not quhat kyne forton
" Ye mon drey in your werraying. 650
cc Bot wyt ye weill, withoutyn le/ing,
ce That fra ye now haiff takyn land,
cc Nane (a mychty, na (a ltrenthtlie of hand,
Cl Sall ger yow paCs owt of your countre
ce Till all to yow abandownyt be. 6SS
Cl Within Cchort tyme ye fall be KING,

" And haifF the land to your liking,
ce And ourcum your fayis all.
ce Bot fele anoyis thole ye (aU,
ce Or that your purpo(s end haifF tane ; 660 .
cc Bot ye (all thaim ourdryve ilkane.
ce And, that ye trow this fekyrly,
ce My twa (onnys with yow (all I
" Send to tak part of your trawaill ;
" For I wate weill thai (all not faill 66S
" To be rewardyt weill at rycht,
" ~hen ye ar heyit to your mycht."

The



Thu

- -'"

I2:t- T Ii E B Jl U C E:

The Knw, that herd all hyr carping,
Thankyt hyr in mekill thing,
For fche cumfort hym fum deill, 670
The quheyir he trow that not full weill
Hyr fpek, for he had gret ferly
How fche fuld wyt it fekyrly.
As it was wondirfull perfily
How ony manys fcience may 675
Knaw things that ar to cum,
Det~rmyqabilly,all or fum.
Bot giff that he infpyrit war
Offhym, that all thing euirmar
Seyis in hys prefens. 680
As was DAUID, and JU.EMV,

SAMUEL!., JOEL!., and YSAI,

That at, throw his haly grace, gan tell
Fele things that eftir fell.
Bot the prophets fa thyn ar fawyn, 685
That nane in erd now is knawyn.

Bot fde folk ar fa curyoufs,
And to wyt things cowatoufs,

Ver. 668. Robert may perhaps have Wed a ftratap ill
this bulinefs, to encouragt: his adherents j for as be bad all
the prowefs of an ancient hero, fo he had all the wiCdom,
and art, and confummate policy. This old 'WClIDaIl IDly
have been to him as Egeria to Numa. or the wIaite IIDd till
&ertorius.

Vcr. 687. Our poet here goes into a digrdliou. ftlJ
fenlible for the time, on aftrology. and thence paIa till

aecromancy. vcr. 71t7. .
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That thai, throw thair gret c:let'lY.
Or ellys throw thair dewilry,
On thir twa IIWlCrs males fancling
Off' things to cum to haiff knawing.
Ane off thaim is aflrologi,
Q!1har clerkys, that ar witty,
May knaw conjounaians off pIanett,
And quheyir that thair cowls thaim feus,
In foft fegs, or in angry;
And oft" the hcwyn all halyly
How that the difpofitiOWl
Sold apon things wyrk byr doun J
On regiones, or on climats,
That wyrkys not ay quhar agats,
Bot fum quhar lees, and fum quhar mar,
Eftyr as thair bemys fuekyt ar,.
OtItir all ewyn,. or on wry.
Bot me thinks it war gud maiJlry
Till ony a1lrolog to fay .
This fall fall her, and on this day.
For thoucbt a man bys Iyft" haly
Studyt fwa in afirology,
That on fternys hys hewid he beak,
The wyfs man fayis he fuld not malt
All hys lyiF certaDe; dayis thee ;
And yheit fuld he ay doute quhill be
Saw bow that it come till endyng j

Than is that nil ccrtane demyng.
Or gift" the men, that will fiudy
Ia the craft off aftrology,

IllJ

710

Knaw
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Knaw an menys natioun,
And knew the conftellatioun 710
That kynd lik Maners gifs thai till,
For to inelyne to gud or ill ;
How that thai throw fcience of elergi,
Or throw fiycht off aftrology,
Couth tell quhat kyn perill appers, 71S
To thaim that haldys kynd lik maners;
I trow that thai fuld faile to fay
The things that thaim happyn may.
For quhethir fa men inclynit be
To vertue, or to mawyte, 730
He mycht rycbt weill refrenye hys will,
Othir throw nurtur, or throw !kill :
And to the contrar tume. hym all.
And men has mony tyme fene fall
Tbat men kyndly till ill will gewyn, 73S
Throw thair gret wit away has drewyn
Thair ill; and worthin off gret renoun
Magre the confiellatioun.
As AR ISTOTILL, ~ifF as men redys,
He had folowyt hys kyndly deds, 74-0
He had bene fals and cowatoufs j

Bot hys wyt maid hym vertuoufs.
And fen men may on this kyn wyfs
Wyrk agayne that couos, that is
Pryncipaill caufs off thair demyng, 745
Methink thair deyme na certane thing.

Nygromancy
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Nygromancy the othyr is,

That Itennys men on fyndry wyfs,
Throw ftalwart conjourationys,
And throw exortiyationys, 7S0
To ger fpyrits to thaim apper,
And giff anfuers on fer maner.
As quhylum did the Phitones,
That quhen SAUL abayfyt wei
Off the PheJVlynys' mycht, iSS
Rayfyt, throw hyr mekillllycht,
SAMUEL'S {pyrite als tite,
Or in hys fred the iwill {pyrite,
That gaiff rycht graith anfuer hyr to.
Bot off hyrfelff rycht nocht wyft fche. 760
And man is into dreding ay
OfF things that he has herd fay;
Namly off things to cum quhill he
Knaw off the end the certante.
And fen thai ar in fie wenyng, 76S
Forowtyne certante off wytting,
Methink quha fayis he knawis things
To cum, he makys gret gabbings.

Bot quheythir fche that tauld the KING

How hys purpofs fuld talc ending, 770
Wenyt, or wyll it uttirly,
It fell ehir all halyly
As fche faid. For fyne KIN G was he;
And off full melcill renounne.

THE END OF BUKE IV.
THE
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en, KINO Qrr;ves ;n C4rr;c; a"d with fi."
hrmdr,d men beg;nn;s the del;veraullu of his
k;ngr;/t frQ the Inglis gQrriJouns.-Schir HE NRY

til PERSY fttls.-DOUGLAS be jirQtagem tals
his tlWill cojlel ill DDug/ojdllk.-Schir A Y MER

til V ALLANGE finds U MFRAVILLE tin queD the
KING. - UMFRAVILLE brib;s three if the
KING'S men to murder him, bot hI Ii/Is the
trait,urs.
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T HIS wis in ver, quhen winter tid,
With bys blafts hy4Wyfs to bide,
Was ourdrywyn: and birds finale,
As turtule and the nychtyngale,
Begouth rycht fariolly to fyng. 5
ADd for to mak in thair fingyng
Swete nots, and fownys fer,
And melodys plefand to her.
And trees begouth to ma
BllI"geans, and brycb blomys alfua, 10

To wyn the helyin& ofFthair hcwid,
That wykkyt wyntie bad thaim rewid.
And all grcfi"ys begouth to (pryng.
Into that tyme the nobill KING,

With bys ao~e, and a few mengye, - J S
TaRE HUNDpt. I trow thai mycht be,

Va. 1. Spring. 1307. Y". i, Ic:eJudM: at wen u
Latin foe fpring. ,The dcfcription i, pceuy.

VOL. I. K 11
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Is to the fe, oute off Armu,
A litill (orouth ewyn gane.

Thai rowyt fan, with all tbair mycht,
Till th~t apen thaim fell. the nycht,
That WGlJ,x myrlc apon gret maner,
Swa that thai wyn not quhar thai ~r.
For thai na nedill had, na ftane j

Bot rowyt alwayis intill ane,
Styrand all tytbe apon the fyr,
That thai faw brynand lycbt and feh.yr.

It was bot auelltUr thaitn led :
And thai in fdlOrt tyme -fa. thaim fpc:d,
That at the fyr arywyt thai ;
And went to land bot mar delay.
And CUTBERT, that has (ene the (yr.
Wis full off angyr, and ofF'ire ,
For he durn not do it away;
And wis alfua dowtand a1
Thai hys lord fwd pals to fe,
Tharfor thair cummyn waytit.he:
And met thaim at thair arywing.
He wis weile fone broucht to the Kr NO,

That fperyt at hym how he had d~ne.

And he with far hart tauld hym fone,
How that he fand nane weill lyfFan~

}Jot all war fayis, that he fand.
And that the Lord the PEJlSY,

With ncr thrc bundir in ewnpany,
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Was in the calkll thar befid, 4S
FuJlfellyt off difpyt and prid.
Bot tna tban twa parts off hys rowt
War herberyt in the toune without;
"And difpytyt yow mar, Schir KING,

" Than men may difpyt ony thing." SO
Than faid the KING, in full gret ire,
e Tratour, quhy maid yow than the fye ?'
" A! Schyr," {aid he, " fa God me fe I
ce The fyr wis newyr maid for me.
" Na, or the nycht, I wyft it not» SS
" Bot (ra I wyft it weill I tboeht
cc That ye, and hair )'Our mengre,
" In hy fuld pat yow to the fe.
ce Forthy I cum to mete yow her,
ce To tell perills that may apper." 60

The KING wes off hys fpek angry,
And aikyt hys priwe men, in hy,
Q!1hat at thaim thocht wes bell: to do.
Schyr EDUUARD fryll: anfueryt tharto,
Hys brodyr that wis fwa hard)', 65
And faid j ce I fay yow fekyrly

ce Thar

Vcr. H. The c:aftle of Tnrnbeny in Carrick. the pa.
tnmooial country of Broce, whore anceftors were earl. of
Carrick; and who thence expc:aed to finel the people there
more attached to him, than thoee of any other part of
Scotland.

Vcr. 6S. Prince Edward·. cbal"afur will appear to the
rader, from the account of hi. aaiOll. in Ireland detailed iii

It a thil

,
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." Thar fall na perill, that may be,
" Dryve me eftfonys to the fe.
" Myne auentur her tak will I,
" Ql1hethir it be esfull or angry."
, Brodyr,' tie faid, ' fen yow will Cua,
'It is gud that we famyn ta,
, Diffefe or efe, or payne or play,
, Eftyr as God will us purway.
C And fen men fay that the PERSY

, Myne heritage wIJI occupy;
, And hys menye fa ner us Iyis,
, That us difpyts many wyfs;
, Ga we, and wenge fum off the difpyt.
, And that may we haifF done als tite ;
, For thai Iy traiftly, but dreding
, Off us, or off owr her cummyng.
, And thouch we /leping /lew thaim all,
, ReprufF tharof nil man fall. .

. , For werrayour na forfs fuld ma,
, Q.uheythir he mycht ourcum his fa
, Throw ftrenth, or throw Cutdte ;
, Bot that gud faifh ay haldyn be.' .

~hen this wis faid thai went thair way j

And to the toune fane cummyn ar thai,
Sa priwily, but noyifs making,
That nane perfawyt thair cummyng.

this poem, to have been bold to excefs, and untemperel
~e prudmce which /hines in that of his brother the kin]
. .Ver. 17. DollU 111I <rIirtlU,. 'luis i" boJlt rtfJairit.

1"
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Thai fblyt throw the towne in hy;
And brak up durs llurdely,
And Qew all that thai mycht ourtak;
And thai,. that na defence moucht mak,
Full petowfly gan rar and cry;
And thai (lew thaim difpitowlly. ,
As thai that ~r in full gud will
To wenge the angyr, and the ill,
1Dat thai, and thairs, had thaim wrocht;
With fa £Cloun will thaim foucht,
That thai (lew thaim euir ilkane,
Owtanc MAItDOWELL hym allane,
That cfchapyt, throw gret (lyebt,
And throw the myrknes off the nyeht.

In the callell the Lord the Pnsy
Hard weill the noyis, and the cry:
Sa did the men, that within wer,
And full efFraytly gat thair ger.
Bot off tbaim, wis nane fa hardy,
,.. euir ifchyt fourth to the cry.
In fie efrray thai baid that nycht,
Till on the morn, that day wes Iycht;
And than fefIt into party
The noyis, the (lawchtyrt and the cry.

The KING gert be depertyt then
All hale the ref£' amang the men,
And duellyt all fiill thar dayis three
Sic hanfell to that folk gaifF he,

K3

110

us

no
Rycht
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R ycht in the frrll beginnyng,
Newlings at hys arywyng.

~hen that the KINO, and hys folk, WM

Arywyr., as I tauld yow ar,
A quhill in Karryi leyndyt he, 12.~

To fe quha freynde, or fa, wald be,
Bot he fand litill tendyrnef.o;.
And nocbt forthy the puple wes
Indynyt till hym in party;
Bot Inglifs men fa angrely J JO
Led thaim with daunger, and with aw,
That thai na freyndfchip durft hym khaw.
Bot a lady off that cuntre,
That wis till hym in ner degre
Off cofynage, wis wondir blyth 135
Off hys arywyng ; alfwyth
Sped hyr till hym" in full gret hy,
With fourty men in cumpany:
And betaucht thaim all to the Knro,
Till help hym in hys werraying. 1"0

And he refawyt thaim in cbynte,
And hyr full gretly thankyt he ;
And fperyt tythands off the QyEYN~
And off hys freynds all bedene,
That he had left in that countre, IH
~hen that he put hym to the fe.
And fche hym tauld, fichand full fU,
How that hys btothlc tUyn war

In
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In the caftan off X,IJr"""
And deftroyit fa welanyOy: ISC
And the Eric of ATHALL alfua.
And how the QySYNE, and etbyr ma,
That till hys party wer beldaDd,
W. tane, and led in Inlltnu4
And put in {doun prifoune. ISS
And how that CR.UTOLE off SETOUl'f

Was Oayn, gretand Cche tauld the KJJJGt

That forowfull 'ReS off tbat tithiag.
And faid, quhen be bad thocht a thrawt

Thir words, that I fall yow fchaw. 160

" Allace," he faj,d, " for llllf oif me,
1£ And for thair mekilllawt6,
" Tbaife nobill men, and thaife worthy,
co Ar deftroyit fa welanyGy!
II Bot and I leyif in lege powyfte, I6S
" Thar deid rycht,weill fall wengyt be.
lC The King the quheyr oK I"lIllNi
"Tbocbt that the Itynryk. ofF Sm"'.
" W:lS to litill to tftaim, and me,
cc Tbarfor he will it myn aU be. 170

.. Bot off gud CUSTOf.S oif SZTOVIf,

" That was off fa. nobill rcDOUn.
"That he fuld dey war gret prte,
" Bot quhar worfchip myt prowyt be.

Ver. 151. The earl of Athole was execuud aa a traitDr It
LoDdon. See "lib, ii. I ....

VU. 156. Sir Chriftopher Seton, who had married the
~'I lik, was executeu at Dumfries. 1I1id.

K+ The

\



136 T H· E B II. 17 C I:

The King fichand thus maid hys mayo; 11S
And the lady hyr leyJf has tayne :
And went hyr hame till hyr wennyog.
And fde fyfs comfort the KING
Bath with filuer, and with mete,
Sic as fche in the land mycht get. ISO

And he oft ryot all the land,
And maid all hys that euir he nnd;
And fyne drew hym till the hycht,
To ftynt bettir hys fayis mycht.

In all that tyme wis the Pusy, I8S
With a full fympill cumpany,
In 7"urnberyfs caftell lyand,
For the King ROBER T fwa dredand,
That he durft not ifch furth to nyr
Fra thence to the caftell off A,r, J90
That wis then full off Inglij11Un;
Bot lay lurkand as in a den.
Till the men off Northll1Ml]rland
Snld cum armyt, and with ftrang hand
Conwoy hym till hys cuntrc, 195
For hys faynd till thaim fend he.
And thai in hy afi"emblyt then,
Palfand, I weyne, a thoufand men;
And alkyt awifement thaim amang,
Ql1heythir that thai fuld duel! or gang, 200

Bot
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Bat thai .. Ikowurand wondir far,
Sa far into SCfJtlo,,,J for to far.
For a knych~·Schyr GAWTER. the LEU,

Said it wis all to gret perill
. Sa ncr thir Codjourys to gao .20S

This fpek difcomfort thaim fwa,
That thai had left all thair wyage,
Na war a knycht off gret corage,
That Schyr ROGElI. off SAINT IHoN hycht,
That thaim comfort with all hys mycht. 2.ICY

And lik words to thaim gao (ay,
That thai all famyn held thair way
Till '1t1nUJ"." quhar the Pusy
Lap on, and ~nt with thaim in by
In l1fg/aM hys cafiell till, 215

Forbwtyne diftrowblyne or ill.

Now in Ing/alld is the PERSV,

Q!1har I trow he a quhill fallly,
Or that he fchap hym for to fayr
To werray Carryl ony mar. 220

For he wyft he had na ryeht j

And als he dreid the KINGS mycht,
That in Carryl wes trawailland,
In the maift ftrenth off the land.

~bar ]AMYS off DOWGLAS, on a day, 225

Come to the K YNG, and gan hym fay,
" Schyr, with your leve, I wald ga fe
" How that thai do in my cuntrc;

U And
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U And quhow my IBm demanyt ar.
"For it annoyis me wondir far 230
U That the CLYFFURD, fa pefi&bylly,
U Brukys and haldys the feD1Owry,
" That [uld be myne with all kyn rycht.
U Bot quhill I lylf, and may hailF mycht
U To lede a yowman, or a fwayne, 235
U He [all not brule it but bargayne."
The KING faid, 'Certs I cannot fe
& How that yow yhet may fap be
C Into that countre for to far,
& Q!rhar lng/iji 111m fa mychty ar; 240
C And yow wate nocht quha is thy freynd.'
He faid, " Schyr, nedways I will wend,
U And t:ak the auentur God will grif,
Cl Q!rithyr it be to dey or lyif."
The KING faid, , Sen it is fwa, 2+5
c That you fie yarnyng has to ga,
c Yow [all pafs furth with my bly1Jing.
C And gilt the hapnys ony thing
• That anoyis or fcaithfull be,
c I pray ye fped ye Cone to me; :150
C And tak we famyn quhateuir m2Y fall.'
U I gnnte," he [aid: and tharwithall
He lowtyt; and hys !eve has taM.

And towart hys cuntre is he gane.

Now takys JAMES hys wiage 2JS
Towart Dqwgkzs, hys heritage,

With
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With twa yemen, Torowtyn rna j

That wis a fimple fluff to ta,
A land or a cafiell to wyn-
The quheyr he yarnyt to begyn 2~

To bring opurpofs till ending i

For gud help is in gud begynnyng.
For gud begynayng, and hardy,
Giff it be folowit wittily,
May ger oftfyfs unlikly thing 265
Cum to full conabill ending.
Swa did it her; bot he wis wyfs,
And faw he mycht, on na kyn wyfs,
Werray hys fa with ewyn mycht,
Tharfor he thocht to wyrk with flycht. 27"
And in Dowgl4fJtJlt, hys cuntre,
Apon an ~nnyng entryt he.
And then a man wennyt tharby,
That was off freynds weill mychty,
And rych of mable, and off cateill ; 275
And had bene till hys fadyr leill ;
And till hymfelfF, in hys yoothed,
He haid done mony a thankfull deid.
THOM DIesON wis hys name pena,..
Till hym he fend; and gan hym pray 2'0
That he wald cum .11 allenarly,
For to fpelt with hym priuely.
And he bot daunger till hym gais ;
Bot fra he tauld hym quhat he wail,
He gret for joy, and for pire, 28.5
And hym rycht till bys boufs had be•.

~har
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Q.uhar in a chambre priuely
He held hym, and hys cumpany,
That nane had off hym perfawing.
Off mete, and drink, and othyr thing, 1<}O

That mycht thaim eyrs, thai had plente.
Sa wroucht he throw futelte,
That all the Iele men off that land~

That with hys fadyr war duelJand,
This gud man gert cum, ane and ane, 295
And male hym manrellt cuir ilkane,
And he hymfdff fyrfi: homage maid.
DOWGLAS in hart gret glaidfchip hai~

That the gud men off hys cuntre
WaId fwag.ate till hym bounden be. 3oe)
He (peryt the conwyne off the lan~

And quha the cafiell had in hand.
And thai hym tauld all halyly;
And fyne amang thaim priuily
Thai ordanyt, that he fiiIl fuld be 3°5
In hlddiJlis, and in priwete,
Till Palme Sonday, that wis ncr hand,
The thrid day eftyr folowand.
F or than the. folk off that cuntre
AH"emblyt at the kyrk wald ~ 310
And thai, that in the caftcll wcr,
Wald als be thar thair palmys ·to her ;
As folk that had na dred of ill ;
F or thai thocht all wis at thair will.
Th.an fuld he cum with hys twa men, 31S
Bot, for that men fuld not hym ke~

He-
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And
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He fuld a mantill haiff auld 2nd bar,
And a Raill, as he a threfseher war.
Undir the maJitil1 not forthy
He fuld be armyt priuely~ pb
And quhen the men off hys euntre,
That fuld all boune befor bym be,
H15 enfonye mycht her hym ~ry,

Then fuld.thaifull enforeely,
Ryeht in the myddys the kirk, aQ"aill ~5

The lnglifmen ~ith hard bataill,
Swa that nane mycht efehaip thllrfra j

For thart¥ouch trowyt thai to ta
The eaGell, that belid wis ncr.
And quben thys, that I tell yow her, 33-
Was deuifyt, arid undirtahe;
Jlk ane till hys hours hame is galle;.
And held this fpek in priuity,
Till the day off thair aifembly.

I,

The folk apon the tennoun day
Held to Sayint Brids kyrk thair way; .

Ver. 317. The clbfe vert with Ileeveo, and m3lltle Or
cloke OYer it, in the Spani/h falbion, wen! long till! drtr. 'Of
the men in S~edand. poor as ~cl1 as ric),. 6eo PUiJU 1II'lj,
1''''.1. and other o¥.i ~coti/h poeJ1U. '

V'er. 3:&3. ~he enjigny was the word of w:Jr, generan,
the name of the leader.

Ver. 336. The IrrAt Saint Brigit WlII'muck rnen:d'in
Scotland I and one.of the earlie(~ churchce mthe countty
was dedicaltd to hu. Sec the CbrDRlCDII PitiDrll1ll in Innu;'
EJfa • '
~m.funday was the 19th of March, in 1307.
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And thai that in the callell war
Ifchyt oM, bath les and mar,
And went thair palmY' for to ber;

. Owtane a cult and a porter. 340

JAMES off DOWGLAS ofFthair cummyng,
And quhat thai war, bad witting.
And fped hym till the kyrk in hy;
Bot or he come, to hallily
Ane off hys cryt, DOWGLAS! DOWGLAS! 345
THOMAS DICKSON, that nerreR: was
Till thaim that war off the cafteD,
That war all innouth the chancell,
Qphen he DOWGLAS! fwa hey herd cry,
Drew owt hys fwerd; and feHely 350
Rufchyt amang thaim to and fra i
Bot ane or twa, forow,tyn ma,
Then.in hy war left lyand,
Ql1hill DOWGLAS come rycht at hand.
And then enforcyt on tbaim the cry; 355
Bot thai the chanfell fturdely
Held, and thaim defendyt wele,
Till off thair men wis fiayne fum dell.
Bot the DOWOLAS fwa weill hym bar,
That aD the men, that with hym war, 360
Had comfort off hys weill doying ;

.And he hym fparyt na kyn thing.
Bot prowyt fa hY' force in fycht,
That throw hys worfchip, and hys mycht,
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Hys men fa keynly he1p>rt than, 365
That thai the chanfell on thaim wan.
Than dang thai on fa harde1y,
That in fchort tyme men mycht fe 11
The twa part dede, or than deand.
The laV'e war feryt fone in hand. 37Q

Swa that off'threty levytnane,
That thai ne war llayne mean, or tane.

JAMES ofrDOWGLA!l, quhen this wis done,
The prifoners has he tane alfone;
And, with thaimofrhys cumpany, 375
Towart the .caaell went in hy,
Or Doyifs, or cry, fuld ryfs.
And for he wald thaim fone furpryrs,
That lewyt in the -caftell war,
Thai war but twa forowtyn mar, 380
F~e men, or fex, befor fend h~

That fand all opyntbe entre.
And entryt, and the porter tule
Rycht at the yate, and fyne the cute.
With that DbWGLAS come to the >ate, 385
And entryt il1; forowtyn debate j

And fand the mete all redy grathit,
With burdys fet, af.ld clathis "layit. .
The yhatts then he gert {per,
~nd fat, and eyt all at layfer. 390
Syne all the guds turffyt thai,
That thaim thocht thai mycht haiff' away.

And
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And manly wapnys, and armyng,
Siluer, and t.r-cfour, and clethyng;
WyCl:allis, that mycht nocht tur~ be, 395
On this maner delhoyit he i

All the wiCl:allis owten falt,
Als quheyt, and flour, and meill, and malt,
In -the wyne fellar gert he bring i

And famy~on the flur all flyng. 4cO
And the prifoners that he had tane
Rycht tharin gert he heid ilnne i

Syne off he townnys the heids outftrak i

A [oule melle thar gane he mak.
For meill, and malt, and blud, and wyne, 405
Ran all togeddyr in a mellyne,
That wes unfem1y for to fe.
Tharfor the :nen off that countrc

. 10l fwa fde thar mellyt WCf,

Caflyt it the D~glas Larl/Mr. 410
Syne tule he (alt, as I hard tell, .
And ded horfs, and forded the well.
And brynt all, outakyn frane i

And is forth, with hys mengye, gayne
Tin hys rc(ett; for hym thocht weill, 4 15
Giff he had haldyn the caftelJ,
It had bene afi"egyt faith; •
And that hym thocht to mekill waith.
F or he ne had hop off reikewyng.
And it is to peralous thing 4:1Q

Ver·4-03. He da1hed IIfF the top' IIf the twIJ of wine.

In
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In callen aOegyt to be,
~ar want is off thir things thre,
\Viaaill, or men with thair armyng,
Or than gud hop off refcuyng.
And for he dred thir things fuld faile,
He chefyt furthwart to trawaill,
~ be mycht at hys larges be ;
And fwa dryve furth bys deftanc.

On this wyfe wi! the caftell tan,
And fiayne that war tharin ilkane.
The DOWGLAS fyne all hys menyc
Gert in fer placis depertyt bf' ;
For men fuld wyt quhar thai war,
That yeid depertyt her and thar.
Thaim that war wowndyt gert he Iy
Intill hiddillis, all priuely;
And gert gud leches till thaim bring,
~bill that thai war intill heling.
And hymfelfF, with a few menyc,
~hile ane, quhile twa, and quhile thre,
And umquhill all bym allane,
In biddilis throw the land is gane.
Sa dred he J"glift mm"hys mycht,
That he durft not weile cum in fycht.
For thai war that tyme all weldand
As maift lords, our all the land.

Bot tythands, that fcals fOIlf',
"Off this deid that DOWGLAS bas done,

VOL. I. L

14'

435

445

Come
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Come to the CLIFFURD his ere, in by,
That for his tynfaill was {ary; 450
And menyt hys men that thai had flayne.
And fyne has to purpofs tane,
To big the caftell up agayne.
Tharfor, as man of mekill mayne,
He aff'emblyt gret cumpany, 455
And till Dowg/as he went in hy.
And biggyt up the callell fwyth ;
And maid it rycht ftal~lt and ftyth i
And put tharin wi8allis, and men.
Ane off the THYRWALLYS then 460
He left behind hym capitane,
And {yne till lng/and went agayne.

Into Carryl yis the KING,

. With a full fymple gadryng;
He paff'yt not TWA HUNDER men. 465
Bot Schyr EDUUARD, hys brodyr, then
Wes in Galloway, weill ner hym by,
With hym ane othyr cumpany,
That held the ftrenthis off the.land.
For thai durft not yeit talc on hand 470
Till ourrid the land planly.
For off WALENCE Schyr AMERY
Was intill EdY1flJurgh lyand,
That yeit was wardane off the land,

Va....61. The eaftem wooda and wildt of Carriet were
1011g the refuge of our herv.

Undimeyth
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Undimeyth the ]IIllifs King. 475
And quhen he herd off the cummyng
Off King ROBIUlT, and hys mengye,
Into Carryi; and how that he

I Haid fiayne ofFthe PERSYS men;
Hys cunfaill he aff'emblyt then. 480
And, with affent off hys cunfaill,
He Cent till .Ar, bym till affaill,
Schyr INGRAME BELL) that wis hardy,
And with him a gret cumpany.

And quhen Schyr INGRAME cummyn wis thar,
Hym thocht not fpeidfull for till far, 486
Till affaile bym into the hycht.
Tbarfor he thocht to wyrk with 0ycht ~

And lay Hill in the caftaill than,
Till he gat fperyng that a man 49Q

Off Carrii, that wes Oey and wycht,
And a man als off mekill mycht,
As off the men off that countre
Was to the King ROBEIlT maift priuc~.

And he that wis his fib man ner, 495
And quhen he wald, forowtyn danger,
Mycht to the KINGS prefence gao
Thar quheyr he, and hys fonnys twa,
War wonnand frill in the cuntre,
For thai wald not perfawyit be, 500
That thai war {peciall to the KING,
Thai maid hym mony tyme warnyng,

I.. 2. Qyhen
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Q.uhen that thai hys tynfaill myeht fe.
Forthy in thaim affyit he.
Hys name can I not teIl perfay. 50S
Bot Ik haiff herd fyndry men fay
That he wis the maift dowtit man
That in Carri!r lewyt than.

And quhen Schyr INGRAME gat witting
Forfuth this wis na gabbing, SIO

Eftyr hym in hy he fent;
And he come at hys cummandment.
Sehyr INGRAME, that wis lIey and wilS,
Tretyt with hym than on fie wyfs,
That he maid fekyr undirtaking 5IS
By trefoune for to lIay the KING.

And he fuld haiff for hys feruice,
Giff he fullfillyt thair diuiee,
Weill fourty pounds worth off land
Till hym, and till bys ayrs ay laftand. 52.0

The trefoune thus is undirtane;
And he hame till 1Iys houfs is gane,
And wattyt opportunite
For to fullfill hys mawyte.

In gret perill than was the KING, 52.5
That off this trefoune wyft na thing.
For he, that he traifted maift of ane,
Hys dede fainy has undertane :

And
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And nane mty betreyfs tyttar than he
That man in trowis leawte. 530
The KING in hym traiftyt: forthy
He had fulUillyt hys fclouny,
Ne war the KING, throw Goods grace,
Gate hale witting off hys purehyaee j

And how, and for how mekill land, 535
He tuk hys fiauehtyr apon hand.

I wate not quha the warnyng maid;
Bot on all ~e lie hap he had,
That quhen men fehup thaim to be baifs,
He gate witting tharoff alwayis. 540
And mony tyme, as I herd f<iy,
Throw wemen, that he wyth wald play,
That waId tell all that thai myeht her.
And fwa myeht happyn that it fell her.

, Bot quhow that euir it fell, perde, 545
I trow he fall the warrer be.
Not forthy, the tratour ay
Had in hys thocht, bath night and day,
How he myeht beft bring till ending
Hys trefounabill undertaking. 550

Vcr. 54S. Robert was, like Henry IV. of France, of an
_. compleaion, but even this hi. prudence turned to hi.
iDtereft, whereat Henry" would have ruined his affairs, if
be had not been much indebted to fortune. Czlar i. a1ro
raid to have ufed Cupid'. bow as a political machine.

Till
,
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Till he unbethinkand hym t at the laft,
Intill hys hart gan undcrcaft,
That the KING had in cuftome ay
For to ryfs ar1y ilk day,
And pafs weill far from hys menye,
Qilhen he wa1d pafs to the prewe,
And fck a cowert hym aJlane j

Or at the maift with hym ane.
Thar thocht he, with bys fonnys twa,
For to furpryfs the K.ING, and a•.
And fyne went to the woo thair way j

Bot yheit off purpofs failit thai.
And not forthy thai come all thre
In a cowert, that wis priwe,
Qilhar the K.ING oft wis wont to gat
Hys priwe nedys for to rna.

Thair hid thai thaim till hys cummyng.
And the KING, ifttO the momyng,
Raifs quhen that hys liking wes,
And rycpt towart that cowert gais,
Qilhar liand war the: tratours three,
For to do thar hys priuete.
To trefoun tuk he than na heid:
Bot he was wont, quhareuir he yeid,
·Hys fwerd about hys hals to ber j

And that ,awaillyt hym gretlC there

Vera 575' The long two.handed {word was ufually I
round the Deck, u itl lcogth forbid any other mode.

. l
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F or had not God all thing weldand
Sic help intill hya awyne band,
He: had bene dede, withowtyn dreid.
A chamber page thar with hym yeid. 580
And fwa, forowtyn falowis ma,
Towart the cowert gao he gao

Now bot God help the nobill KING,

He is nerhand till hys ending.
For that cowert, that he yeid till, S8S
Wes on the tothyr lid a hill,
That nane oft" hys men mycht it fe.
Thydderwart went hys page and he.
And he cummyn wes in the fchaw,
He Caw the thre cum all on raw 590
Agaynis hym, full fturdely :
Than till hys boy he (aid in hy,
K Yon men will lIay us, and thai may.
" Ql1hat wapyn has yow It> , Ha Schyr, pcmy,
'I haiff' bot a bow, and a wyr.' 595
K Gift" me thaim fmertly bath." 'A! Schyr,
, How gate will you that I do 1•
" Stand on fer and behald us to.
" Giff' yow feis me abowyn be,
" Yow fall haiff wappynys gret plente : 600
" Ami giff'I dey withdraw yow fone.'·
With thir words, forowtyn hone,

battle the /hield Wal generally fufponded from the Deck,

dIat both hands might be ufed in ofFence.
Ver. 595' A 'W,Jr it an arrow.

L.. He
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He tite the bow owt off hys hand,
For the tratours wer ner cummand.
The fadyr had a fwerd bot mar; 60S
The tothyr bath fwerd and hand ax bar;
The thred a (werd had and a (per.
The King p::rfawyt, be thair affer,
That all wes as men had hym tauld.
" Traitour," he faid, " yow has me fauld. 610

cc Cum na forthyr j bot hald thee thar.
" I will you cum na farthyr mar.'
, A! Schyr, unbethink yow,' faid he,
e How ner that I fuld to yow be.
e Quha fuld cum ner yow bot I ?' 6 IS
The Knw faid, " I will fekerly
" That yow, at thys tyme, cum not ner;
" Yow may fay quhat yow will on fer."
Bot he, with fals words flechand,
Was with hys twa fonnys cummand. 620

Q!zhen the KING faw he wald not let,
lJot ay come on fenyeand falfet,
He taHfyt the wyir, and let it fley,
And hyt the fadyr in the ey,
Till it rycht in the harnys ran, 625
And he bakwart feU doun rycht than.
The brodyr, that the hand ax bar,
Swa (aw hys fadyr liand thar,
A gyrd rycht to the King couth he maik,
And with the ale hym ourfiraik. 63Q

Dot he, that had hys fwerd on hycht,
:R.oucht hym fic rout, in randoun rycht,

That
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That he the hede till the harnyfs claifr,
And dede doun till the erd hym draifF.
The tothyr brodyr, that bar the fper, 635
Saw hys brodyr fallin ther,
And with the fper, as angry man,
With a raifs till the KING he ran.
Bot the KING, that hym dred fumthing,
Waytyt the fper in the eummyng, 640
And with a wy1k the hed off fi:rak ;
And or the tothyr had toyme to tak
Hys fwerd, the King fie fwak him gaifF,
That he the helle till the harnys claifF.

He rurchyt doun off blud all reid, 645
And quhen the Knw faw thai war deid,
All thre lyand, he wepit his brand.
With that hys boy come fan rynnand,
And faid, C Our Lord mot lowyt be,
C That grauntyt yow mycht and powfic 650
C To fell the fclny, and the prid,
C Off thir thre in fwa litill tid.'
The KING raid, " Sa our Lord me fe,
cc Thai had bene worthy men all thre i

cc Had thai not bene full oft" trefoun: 6SS
cc Bot that maid thair confufioun,"

THE END OJ' .UKI T.

THE



THE

BRUCE.

BUICE VL



A R GUM I: NT.

fil KING a/41U h, "icht tiif""jits twll h."Jretl
GtJaJtgifl1lS, IIlIa lills /UIfrlti".-'11Jt ~tt /tili"K
llu ";rMlliMu htfIJ ifthis tllU, tht ,,,lit.fil i,;his
wllrl, gits II lilt "'Iampi/ frll ntbem Jiml. ­
Prllis If wor./bip fIT' CIlTIII'. - DUGLAS liDs
THIRLWALL.-Schir AYMER. tit VALLANGE,

tnII1 JOHN if LoaN, mJuaU1Ut agai" tht Ki1lg,
fIdJa rttraits, jilt li/ls fi'It" LoaN"s",



C 151 ]

THE

B R u c E.

B U K E VI.

THE KING is went till hys lodgyng.
And off this deid fone come tythyng
Till Schyr INGR.AAlE the UMFRAWILL,

That thocht with futelte, and with gyle,
Haid all failyeit in that place. 5
Thanor anoyit fwa be was,
That he agayne to Lothyanl
Till Scbyr AMIR. hys gate has tane.
And till hym tauld all hale the cafs
That tharofF all for wondryt wafs, 10
How ony man fa fodanly
Mycht do fo gret chewalry,
As did the KING, that tyme llllane
Wengeance off thre tratours has tane,
And faid, " Ccrts I may weill fe 15
" That it is all certante
"That Hewyn helpys hardy men:
"As be this deid we may ken.
" War he not outrageoufs hardy
" He had not unabafytly 20

" Sa
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ce Sa fmertly fene hys awantagl.'.
" I drede that hys gret walralage,
" AmI hys trawaill may bring till end
" That at men quhile full li:i1l wend.

Sic fpeking maid he off the KINO. 25
~ha ay, forowtyn fojournyng,
Trawaillyt in Garrik, her and thar,
His men fra hym fa fcalit war,
To purches thair neceffetc ;
And als the countre for to fe ; 30
That thai left not with hym fexty.
And quhen the Go//owoijs wylt futhli
That he wis with fa few mengye,
Thai maid a priwe alremble
Off weill twa hundir men, and ma, 3S
And fiewth-hunds with thaim gan tao'

For thai thocht hym for to furprifs j

And giff he Bed on any wyfs,
To folow hym with the hunds fwa,
That he fuld not efchaip thaim fra. 43

Thai fchup thaim, in an ewynning,
To furpryfs fedanly the Kuw.
And till hym held thai flraucht thair way.
Bot he, that had hys wachis ay
On ilk lid, off thair cummyng, 45
Lang or thai come, had wytting :
And how fell.' that thai mycht be.
Tharfor he thocht, with bys mengye,
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To withdraw hym out off the place,
For the nycht weill £allyn was. So
And for the nycht he thocht that thai
Suld not haiff ficht to hald the way,
That he war paJryt, with hys menye.
And as he thocht r}'cht fwa did he.
And went hym down till a morrafs, 5S
Our a wattyr that rynnand was j

And in the bog he £and a place
Weill ftrait j that weill twa bow-drawcht was

-Fra the wattyr, thai pafryt haid.
He raid, ce Her may ye mak abaid, 60
"And rell yow all a quhill, and Iy.
" I will ga wach all priuely,
" Giff lit her oucht off thair cummyng j

" And giff I may her any thing
" I fall ger warn you, fa that we 6S
" Sall ay at our awantage be.

The KING now taleys hys gate to ga;
And with hym tuk he fergeands twa.
And Schyr GILBERT DE LX HAY left be
Thar, for to rell with hys menye. 70

I

To the wattyr he come in hy,
And lyfnyt full ententily
Giff he herd oucht off thair cummyng :
Bot yheit mocht he her na thing.
Endlang the wattyr than yeid he 75
On aythyr fid gret quantete,

And
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And Caw the brayis bey ftandand,
The wattyr bow throw fiik rynnand :
And £and na furd that men mycht paCs.
Bot quhar hymfdwys paffit was. 80
And fwa frrait wes the upcummyng,
That twa men mycht not famyn thring,
N a on na maner prefs thaim {wa,
That thai togyddir mycht lang to gao

And quben be a langir quhill had bene thar, 85
He herknyt, and herd as it war
A hund's quefrionyng on fer,
That ay come till hym ner and nero
He frude frill, for till herkyn mar,
And ay the langer he wis thar, 90
He herd it ner and ner cummand j

Bot he thocht he thar frill wald ftand,
Till that he herd mar takynnyng.
Than, for a hund's queftiounyng,
He wald not waleyn hys menye. 95
Tharfor he wald abid, and fe
~hat folk thai war; and qubethir thai
Held towart hym the rycht way;
Or palfyt ane othyr way fer by.
The moyne wis fchynand clerly; J 00

Sa lang he frude, that he mycht her
The noyis off thaim that cummand were

Ver. 87. A hound's 'lIUJliJrg i. the castr yell he utters,
when in 'lutJI of his prey.

Then
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Tben hys twa men in hy fend he
To warne, and wakyn hys rnenye.
And thai ar furth thair wayis gane; lOS

And he left than all hyrn allane.
And fwa ftude he herknand,
Till that he faw cum at hys hand
The hale rout, intill full gret hy.
Than he unbethocht hyrn hall:ily • IIQ

GifF he held towart hys menye,
That, or he mycht reparyt be,
Thai fuld be paffit the furd ilkane.
And than behuffyt he chofs ane
Offthir twa, othyr to fIey or dey. liS
Bot hys hart, that wes ftout and bey,
Confaillyt hym hym allane to bid,
And kep thaim at the furds fid j

And defend weill the upcummyng ;
Sen he wes warnyll: off armyng, 12.0

That he thair arowys hurt not dreid.
And gifT he war off gret manheid,
He mycht ftuna,. thairn eutrlkane,
Sen thai ne mycht cum bot ane and ane.
And did rycht as h15 hart hym bad. J2S
Strang outrageoufs curage he had,
Q!1hen he fa ftoutly, hirnoallane,
For litill ftrenth off erd, has tane
To fecht with twa hunder and rna I
Tharwith he to the furd gan gao 130

VOl.. I. M And

-g F
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And thai, :lpon the tothyr party,
That faw hym {land thar anyrly,
Thrangand intill the wattyr rad,
For off hym liuill dout thai bad.
And raid till hym, in full gret hy. 135
He fmate the fyrfi: fa wygorully
With hys fper, that rycht fcharp fclnr,
Till he doun till the erd hym bar.
The lave come then, intill a randoun,
Bot hys horfs, that wes born down, 1+0
Combryt thaim. the upgang to tao
And quhen the KING faw it wis fwa,
He fiekyt the horfs, and he gao flyng,
And fyne fell,at the upcummyng.

The laiff with that come with a {about. liS
And he, that fWwart we! and fiout,
Met thaim rycht ftoutlyat the bra.
And fa gud payment gan thaim ma,
That fyvefum in the furd he lIew.
The lave then fumdele maim wishdrew, ISO

That dred hys fieakys wondre far,
F (II' he in na thing thaim forbar.

Then faid ane, « Certs we ar to blame,
"~hat {all we: fay quhen we cunt hame,
" Q..uhen a moan fechts agayne us all? ISS
" Q.uha wyfi: euir men fa foully fall
" As we, giff that we thus gat leve ?"
With that all haUe a fi::hout thai ,eve.

And



• U K E YI. 16]

And cryit, " On hym! he may not taft I"
With that thai prelfyt hym fa f.dl-, I6a
That bad he not the better bene,
He had bene dede withowtyn wen.
Bot he fa gret defence gan mak,
That quhar be hyt ewyn a ftrak:,
Thar mycht na thing agayn ftand. 165
In litill fpace he left Hand
Sa fcle, that the upcummyn wes then
Dyttyt with flayn horfs and men.
Swa that hys faril, fur that ftopping,
Mycbt not cum to the upcummyng. .70

A! der God! quha had then bene by,
And (cne how he, (a hardylYI
Addrelfyt hym againe thaim all,
1 watc weill that thai (uld hym call
The beG that levyt in hys day. 175
And gifF I the futh (all (ay,
I herd neuir in na tyme gane
Aae ftyDt fa many hym allane.

Suth is quhen to ETHIOCLIS

Fra bys brodyr POLNICES do
\Vat

v•. 179' The author, fenlible that tJie Ilory be baa jut
tDld bu JDOR the air of fable thaD any other incident of bjl
wort, auemptl to yindieate it, by giving UI a Iimilar exploit
of Tydeu., from the Thcbail of Statiue, lib. ii. Statiue
... a favourite poet both with our author aD(l with Chaueu,
who, in hi. &ufe gf Fame, pUll Statius before Homer.

M a A bettlll'
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Was fend THEDEUS in meffage,
To alk: haly the heritage
Off Thehes till hald for a yer.
For thai twynil off a byrth wer,
Thai {have, for ayther king wald be; J 85
Bot the barnage off thair countre
Gert thaim affent on this maner,
That the tane fuld be king a yer ;
And then the toythir, and hys menye,
Suld not be fundyn in the toune, 190

Ql1bill the fyril brodyr regnand wer.
Syne fuld the tothyr regne a yer;
And then the fyril leve the land,
Ql1hill the tothyr war regnand.
Thus ay a yer fuld regne the tane; 195
The tothyr a yer (ra that war gane.

To afk balding off this affent
Wis THEDEUS to cnuhes fent.
And fwa fpak for POLNICES,

That off Thehes ETHIOCLES 2CO

Bad hys conflabill with hym ta
Men armyt weill, and furth ga,

A better apology would have been that the panoply of a
knight gave him vaLl advantage over a multitude Uightly
armed.' When an army of French pcafants arofe againlt
the noblcs, it IS well known how few knights defeated them.

Vcr. 190. This line rimes not, except by founding the
final I. Editions read better 1

Suld Dot ba found in that C:QUnu1e.
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To met THJlDJtUS in the way,
And nay hym bllt Ianger delay.

The .conftabill h)"l way is gane, 205

APd nine and (ourty with hyrn tane,
Swa that he with thaim maid fyfcy_
IntiU the ewennyng, priuely,
Thai fet enbufcheutent in the way,
Qrhar THEDEUS bahowyt away 216

Betwix ane hey ~rag,and the fe.
#md he, that off thair mawytc
Wyft na thing, bys way baa tarw,
And towart gret b~gme is gmt.
And as he did into.tbe nycht, 21S
Sa faw he, ..iIli tbe monys lycht,
Schynnyng off fcheldys gret plent~ ;
And bad wor¥ke quhat it lIlycht be.
With that all bale thai gaiff a cry,
And he, that hard fa fuddaniy 22<1

Sic noyis, fum dele aft'rayit was.
·Bot in fcbart tyme.hi: till hym taeI

His fpyryts, full bardely;
For hys gentill hart, ami wordly,
AfI"uryt bym into that nede. : . 22S
Then with Cbe {pun he ftrak the tl:ed,
And rufchyt in amang thaim alL
The fyrft hi: Dlcl he gert hym tall ;
And {rne hys fwen! he fwappyt out,
And roucht about hym Dlooy rout, . .43°

MJ AAd
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And Oew fex-fum full fone, and ma;
Than under hym hys horfs thai Qaw.
And he fell j but be fmertly raifs,
And frrykand rowen about h1'Jl mins,
And llew ofF'thaim a quantite.
Bot wowndyt wondrc far was he.

With that a ~itill rod he fand,
Up towart the crag ftrckand ;
Thyddir went he, in full gret hy»
Defendand hym full douchtcly,
Till in the crag he clam fumdell ;
And fand a place. cnclofyt weill,
Q..llhar nane bot ane mycht hym affaill.
Thar frud he, and gaifF thaim bataill &
And thai alfaylyt euir ilkane j

And oft fell, quhen that be llew ant,
·As he doun to the erd wald dlJ'Te,
He: wald ber doun weill four or fyve.
Thar ftud he, and dekndyt fwa,
Till be had flayne thaim balf, and ma.
A gret franc then by hym faw be,
That throw greta mawyte,
~cs lowfyt redy for to fall.
And quhen be faw thaim cummand alJ,
He tumblyt doun on tbaim the ftane;
And aucht men thar with it bas aa~
And fwa fron~t the ccmaIWlcl,
,That ~hai war weill ncr rctrnnd.

T
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Then wald be prifone bald na mar,
Bot on thai~ ran with fuerd all bar. %60
And hewyt, and llew, with all hys mayo,
Till he has nine and fourty ilayn.

The eonftabill {yne gan he ta,
And gert Jiym fwer, that he fuld ga
Till King ETHIOCLIS t and tell :165
The awentur that thaim befell.
THEDEUS bar hym douchtyly
;rhat hym allane ourcome fyfty.

Ye, that this redys, eheyfs ye,
~bethyr that mar fuld pryfit be 270
The KING, that, with awifement,
UndirtuJc fie hardymcnt
As for to ftynt, hym ane, bot fer,
Tbe folk that twa burlder wer;
Or THEDEus that {uddanly, :175
For thai had raill"yt on hym the cry,
Throw hardyrnent that he had tane,
Wane fyfty men all hym allane.
Thai did thair deid baith on the nycht i

And faueht bath with the mone lyeht. 210
Bot the KING difeomfft rna;
And THEDEus then rna gan Oa.
Now demys quhethyr mar lowing
Suld THEDEUS hai/f, or the KING.

M 4 IA
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In this manner, that lit haiff'tauld, 285
The KING, that £lout wis and bauld,
Wis fechtand on the furd's fyd,
Giff'and and tak3l1d.rowts reid.
Till he fie martyrdom thar has maid,
That he the furd all ftoppyt haid, 29"
That nane off thaim myeht till hym rid;
Thaim thocht than foly for to byd ;
And halely the Byeht gan ta,
And went hamwarts quhar thai come fra.
For the KINGS men, with the cry, 295
Walltnyt full aff'rayitly,
And come to felt the lord thair KING.

The GQ//oway-mtll hard thair cummyng i
And Bed, and durft abid na mar.
The KINGS men, that dredand war 300
For thair lord, full fpedyly
Come to the furd; and fOJ1e in hy
Th~ £and the KING fyttand allane,
That off' hys balfynet has tane,
To awent hym, for he wis hate. 305
Then fperyt thai at hym off' his frate i
And he tauld thaim all haill the cafs,
Howgate that he aff'ailyt was ;
And how that God hym helpyt fwa,
That he efchapit hale tbaim fra. 310

Then lukyt thai how fele war ded,
And thai fand lyand in that fred

Fourtene,
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Fourtene, that war {layne with bys hand.
Then louyt thai God faft, all weildand,
That thai thair lord f3nd hale and fer. 3t S
And faid thaim byro on na maner
Dred tbair fayis, fen thair chyftane
Wis off ftc hart, and off ftc mayne,
That he for thaini had undertane
With fwa fele for to fecbt allane. 32ft

Sic words fpale thai off the KING.

And for hys hey undertalcing
Ferlyit, and yarnyt hym for to fe,
That with hym ay wes wont to be.

A 1 quhat worl'chip is perfyt thing! 32.5
For it mayfs men till haiffloving,
Giff it be folowit ythenly.
Bot pryce offwonchip not forthy
Is hard to wyn. For gret trewaill,
Oft to defend, and oft affaill, 330
·~d to be in thair deds wyfs,
Gers men off worfchip wyn the pryfs.
And may na man haiff worthyhcd,
Bot he haiff wyt to frer hys deid;
And fe, quhat is to leve or tao 335
Worfchip extremyteys has twa.
Fule-hardyment the formoR: is,
And the tothyr is cowartyfs.
And thai ar bath for to forfak•
.Fule-bardyment all will undertak,.. 34-0

Als
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Als weill things to leve as fa.

And eowardyfs dois nathing fwa;
Bot utterly forfakis all.
Bot that war wondir for to fall,
N 3 war faute off difcretioun.
For this has worfchip fie renoun,
That it is mene betwixt thais twa,
,And takys that is tiD underta;
Arid levys that is to leve. For it
Has fa~ret ~rnilhi(Jg off wyt,
That it all perills weile gan fe,
And all awantage that may be.
I wald till harljym.ent hald haly,
With this away war foly;
For hardyment with foly is wice.
Bot hardyment that mellyt is
With wyt, is worfchip; ay perde,
For, bot wyt, worfchip may not be.

This nobill KING, that we off red,
Mellyt all tyme with wyt manhf:id.
That may men by this melle fe;
Hys wyt fchawyt hym the firait entre
Off the furd, and the urchyng aIfua,
~hat, as hym thocht, wis hard to ta
Apan a man, that war worthy.
Tharfor hys hardyment hafiily
Thocht it mycht be weill undretane,
Sen at anys mycht afraiU bot am. ,r
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Thus hardymeDt gouemyt with wyt,
That he all tyme wald famyn knyt, 370
Gat bym off worfchip haift" the pryce i
ADd oft ourcum bys eMymyis.

The KING in Carra dudlyt., Rm:
Hys men demblyt faft hym till,

, That in the land war trewailland, 315
Qphen thai off this deid herd tithand.
For tIW thair ore wald with hyrn ta,
Gyff that he eft war afi"a11yt fwa.

Bot yeit the JAMES off Do-WGLAS
In DflWg/ajilai/, trawailland was, 380
Or eUys wdll ner band tharby,
In hyddillys fwndeiJl priudy.
For he wolld fe hys gouerning,
That had the caftell in keping.
ADd gert male. mony juperty, 385
To fe quhethyr he wald ifche blythly.
And quben he perfawyt that he
Wald blyth]y ifche with hys menye;
He maid a gadring priuely
Off maim that war on bys party; 390
That war fa fele, that thai durft fycht
With THY& WALL, and all the myc:bt
Oft" thaim that in the caftell wat.

He fchupc in the nycht to far
To SaNJ]/allds: and ncr tharby 39S
He hym enbufchyt priuely,

And
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And {end a few a trane to ma;
That fane in the mornyng gan ga,
And tuk oatell, that wis the caRell by,
And fyne withdrew thaim haRily 400
Towart th:lim that enbufchit war.
Than TH-"YR WALL, {arowryn mar,
Gert arme bys men, forowtyn baid •
And ifchyt with all the men he haid:
And falowyti faft eftir the cry. 40S
He wis armyt at paynt denly,
Owtyn hys hede was bar:
Than, with the men that with hym war,
The cateB f"oIowit he gud fpeid,
;RJCht as a man that had na dreid; ,po
Till that he gat off tbaim a fycht.
Than prekyt thai with all thair mycht,
Folowand th~m owt oft" aray ;
And thai fped thaim fleand, quhill thai
Forby thair bufchement war paR:: 4'5
And THYR:WALL ay chaffyt £aft,
And than thai that enbufc:hyt war
Ifchyt till hYJ:n, bath Ies and mar,
And rayffyt fudanly the cry.
And thai that f:lw fa fudandly 420
That folk come egyrly prikand
Rycht betwix thaim and thair warancl,
Thai war into full gret eff'ray.
And, for thai war owt off aray,
Sum off'thaim £led, and fum abad. 425
And DOWGLAS, that dlar with hym had

A gret



11 V K E V I •

.-\ gret menye, full cgrcly
Affaylyt, and fcalyt thaim halli!y:
And in fchort tyme ourraid thaim a,
That wiele nane efchapyt thaim fra.

THYRWALL, that wis thair capitane,
Wis thar in the bargane llayne:
ADd off bys men the maift party.

4-:::: 5 The lave £led full effrayitly.

43G

·ro

DOWGLAS hys menye fafi: gan chafs ;
And the Bears thair wayis tays
Till the calleII, in full gret by,
The formaft entryt fpedyly.
Bot the chaff'ers fped thaim fa faft,
That thai ourtuk fum off the laft,
And thaim forowtyn mercy gan lla...
And quhen thai off the caftdl fwa
Saw thaim l1a off thair men thaim by,
Thai fparyt the yatts haftily ;
And in by to the wallis ranee
JAMES off'DOWGLAS' menye than
Sefyt weill haftily in hand
That thai about the cafteU fand ;
To tbair refett then went thair way.
Thus ifchyt THYRWALL that day.

Q!ahen THYRWALL on this Maner
Had ifchit, as I tell yow her,

+35

+so

. ,
J~~l£S
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JAMES off DOWGLAS, and hys men,
Bufldt thaim all famyn then,
And went thair way towart the KINO 4SS
In gret hy; for thai herd tithing
That off WALENCE Schyr AMER Y,

With a full gret chewalry,
Baith off Scotts and lng/ifs mor,
With gret felny.war redy then 460
Afl"emblyt for to fek the KING,

That wis that tyme with hys gadring,
In CumnlJi, quhar it ftraitaft was.
Thyddir then went JAMES off DOWGLAS ;

And wis rycht wclcum to the KINO. 46S
And quhen he had tauld that tithing,
How that Schyr AYMIlR wis c:ummand
,For till hunt hym owt oft' the land
With hund and horne, rycht as he war
A wouUf, a theyiF, or theyfFs fer. 47P
Than raid the KING, " It may ~ill fall,
" Thoc:h he cum, and hys power all,
" We fall abid in thil e:untre ;
" And giff he cummys we fall hym k.,"

The KING fpale apon thil maner. 47.5
And off W ALa_CE Schyr A YMIlR

AJfemblyt a gret c:umpany
Off nobill men, and off worthy,

Vel'. 461. CumDOCk caltle and Yillage are in the moll
~ part of Ayr-lbire. near the bad of tbr rinr Nith.

Ver. +76. About the IIIODth ,fApril J307-
Off
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Off l"glmu!, and off lAwthimrt-.
And be bas alfua with hym tane 48a
IHONE off LORNE, and all hys mycht:
nat bad off worthy men, and wycht,
With hym aucht hundir ment and mao
A lIoutb buDd bad he tbar a1f~
Sa gud that change wald for nathing. 48S
And fum men fayis yeit, that the KiNO

As a traytour bym noryft had,
And fa mekill off hym he maid,
That hys awyn hands wald bym feid.
He folowit hym qubareuir he yeid j 490
Sa that the hund hym folowit {wa,

That he wald part na wyfs hym fia.
Bot how that ~HON off Lo1t.N hym had,
lit herd never mentiQUn be mad.
Bot men fayis it wis certme thing 495
That he had hym in hys fe6og;
And throw hym thocbt the K.Ilfc to ta 5
For he wyfi: he hym lufryt fon,
That fra that he myeht anY' fde
The KINGS fent, be wyft rycht weill Soo
That be wald chaung it for na thing.
Thus IHoN of LORNE battyt the KllfC

For IKo., CUMMYN hya em,. fait.
Mycht he bym aythir lIa, or tak,
He wald not pryfs bys lyff a ftra, soS
Sa that be 'Wengeance off hym mycht ta.

The
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The wardane then, Schyr AMEH. Y,

With this IHONE in cumpany,
And othyr~ of gud renoun alfua,
THOMAS RANDELL wis ane off th~ SIC)
Come intill CllmnOk to fek the KING,
That wis weill war off thair cumming.
And wis up in the fhenthys then,
And with hym weill four hundir men.
H}"s bredyr that tyme with hym was, 515
And alfua JAMES off DOWGLAS.
Schyr AMER. YS rowle he faw,
That held the plane ay, and the law i

And in hale bataill always raid.
The KING, that na fuppOfyn had 520

That thai war rna than he faw thar,
To thaim, and nothyr ellys quhar,
Had ey j and w,rocht unwittily.
For IHON of LORNE full futelly
Behind tQocht to fuppryfs the KING. 515
Tharfor, with all bys gadring,
Aboute ane hill held the way,
.And held hym into cowert ay j

Till he fa ner cum to the KING,
Or he perfawit hys cumming, 530
That he wis cummyn on hym weill nero
The tothyr oft, and Schyr AYMER,

Vcr. 510. Mterward the celebrated earl o( Moray. He
was th~ king's nephew; but in the Englilh inten:ft, and his
bitter enemy for fame time after he was taken prifoner,
jlboting for hi, uncle', caule, in the battle of Methven.

Prelryt
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Prdryt apon the tothyr party.
The KING was in gret japerty,
That wi. on athyr lid umbefet 53S
With fayis, that to fia hym thret.
And the leyft party off the twa
Was ftarkar than he, and rna.

And quben he faw thaim prefs hym to,
He thocht in hy quhat wis to do; 540
And raid, " Lords, we haiff na mycht,
"As at thys tyme to {land and fycht.
" Tbarfor departs we in thre, .
" All fall not fa affiUlyit be:
" And in thre parts hald our way." S+S
Syne till hys priwe folic gan he fay,
Betwix thaim into priuete,
In quhat tied thair repayr fuld be.

With that thair gate all ar thai gane,
And in thre parts thair way has tane. SSQ
IHONE off LORNE come to the place,
Fra quhar the KING departyt was.
And in hys trace the hund he fet,
That then, forowtyn langer let,
Held ewyn the way eftir the KING, 555
Rycbt as he had off hym knawing.
And left the tothyr partyfs twa,
As he na kep to thaim wald tao

And quhen the KING faw bys cummyni,
Eftir his rowtc intill a ling, 560

Vat. I. N He
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He thoeht thai knew that it was he ~

Tharfor he bad till hys mcnye
Y cit then in thre depertyt thaim fonc ;
And thai did fwa forowtyn hone;
And held thair way in tbre partyfs. S6S
The hund did thar fa gret maiftrys,
That held ay forowtyn changing,
Eftre the rowte quhar we! the KINO.

And quhen the KING had fene thaim fwa
All in a rowte eftir hym ga, 570
The way, and folow noeht bys men,
He had a gret perfawyng then .
That thai knew hym. For this in by
He bad hys men rycht hafiily
Scaile; and ilk ane hald hys way 57S
All hymfeUf; and fwa did thai.
Ilk man a fundry gate is gane.
And the KufO with hym has tane
Hys foflyr brodyr, forowtyn ma,
And famyn held tbac thai twa. 580

The hund folowyt alwayis the KINO,
And changyt for na depening;
Bot ay folowit the KINGS trace,
Bot waweryng, as he pafi"yt was.
And quhcn that IKON off LORNE Caw 585
The hund cftre hym draw,
And folaw ftrak eftre thir twa,
Hlr knew the KINe wi, an~ off tha.

And
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And bad fyve off hys eumpany,
That war rycht wyeht men and hardy, .5~

And als of fute fpediaft war,
0If all that in thair rowte war,
llyn eftre hym, and hym ourta,
ADd lat hym nawyfs pafs thaim (ra.

And fra thai had herd the bydding, 595
Thai held thair way eftre the KINO.

And folowyt hym fa {pedely,
That thai hym weill fone gan ourhy.
The KING, that raw thaim cummand JJeI',

Wis anoyit in gn:t maner, 600
For he tbocht, giff thai war wonhy,
TIJU mycht hym trawaille and tarry,
And hald hym fwa gate tariand,
Till the remanand com at hand.
Bot had he dred but anerly . 60S
Thaim fyve, I trow all felcyrly
He fuld haiff had.na melcill dred.
And till hys falow, as be yeid,
He {aid, " Thir fyve ar faft cummand :
"Thai ar weill ner now at owr hand. 610

" Sa is thar ony help at the l
• For we fall fone a1&illyt be.'
, Va Schyr,' he faid, 'all that I may.'
"Yow fayis weill," faid the KING, " perfay.
"I fe thaim cummand till us nero 615
" I win na (orthyr, bot rycht her

N 7. "I will
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" I will byd, quhilJ it I am in aynd,
" hnd fe quhat force that thai can faynd."

The KING than ftud full fi:urdyly,
And the fyve-fum, in full gret hy 6~C)

Come, with gret fchor and manaffing.
Then thre off thaim went to the KING j

And till hys man the tothyr twa,
With fwerd in hand gan fi:outly gao
The KING met thaim that till hym focht; 625
And till the fycA: fie rowte he roucht,
That er and chek doune in the hall
He fchar, and off the fchuldrs als.
He rulhyt doUR all difyly.
The twa that faw fa fudanly 630
Thair falow fall, efFrayit war,
And fi:ert a litill owyr mar.
The KING, with that blenkit hym by,
And faw the twa-fome A:urdily
Agane hys man gret melle rna. 635
With that he left hys awyn twa,
And till thaim that faucht with hys man
A loup rycht Iychtly maid he than ;
And fmate the hed off the tane.
To mete hys awne fyne is he gane. 64(,)
Thai cum on bym full fiurdely:
He met the fyrfi: fa egrely,
That with the fwerd that fcharply fchar,
The: acme fra the body be bac.

Q!lhat
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Q!.Jhat- D:rakys thai gaifFI cannot tdJ, 645
Bot to the KINO fa fayr befell,
Tbat thoch he trewaiU had and payne,
He off hys fa men four has {layne. \
Hya foller brpdyr thareftir {one
Tbe fyrR owt off dawys has done. 6511

And when the KI N0 raw that all fyve
War, in'this wyfs, brocht owt of lyve,
Till hys falow than gan he fay,
« Yow has hclpyt weill, perfay."
CIt likys yow to fay {wa,' faid he: 6SS
~ Bot the gret pairt to yow tak ye,
~ That flew four off the fyve, yow ane.'
The Kuw {Aid, " As the glew is gane,
« Better than yow I mycht it do,
« For lie had mar layfer tharto. 660
« For the twa felowys, that delt with the,
« Quhen thai raw me aEailyit with three,
" Off' me rycht na kyn dout thai had;
Cl For thai wend I fa ftraytly war ftad.
" And for this that thai dred me noucht, 665
" Noy thaim forout the mar I moucht."

With that the KING lukyt hym by,
And raw off LORNE the cumpany

Va. 650' To tiA Oil' qf days i. tg kill, at we fay', ell'

fff hiJ days.

N3 Weill
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Weill net", witb the: fiouth hUDd cumand.
Than till a wad, that wis ner hand, 6iO
He went wjth his falow in by.
God fayff thaim for hys gret mercy !

THE E l\ D 0 F B U Ie E vr.
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Th, KING tfiapis to a WId. - Atlu",turt If the
thri, thitVlS.-DoUGLAS finds the KINO i" a
hut. - With ant hundred and jiftit tnI" thai
tljftofftt par,- .If S,hir AVMEl\.'~ hofl. - pe
KINO liDs thri, mm-defiats S,hir AVMER

., GUMru/' j. aft".,/uhill~'~efs att,ndld him.
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THE KING towart the woo is g~
Wery fOJ; {wayt, and will off wane.
Intill the woo Cone entryt he ;
And held dqune towart a wale,
Q!ahar, throw the woid, a wattir ran;
Tbydder in gret hy wend he than,
And begouth for to reB: hym thar:
And faid he J1lycht ne forther mar.
His man {aid, ' Schyr it may not be;
CAbyd ye her, y~ fall fone fe
I Fyve hunder, yarnand yow to flaw j

C And thai ar fele aganys us twa.
C And, {en we may not dele with mycht,
'Help us all that we may with flycht.'
The KING raid, " Sen that yow will fWl,
" Ga furth, and I fall with ye gao
" Bot I haiff herd oftymys fay,
ce That quha enlang a wattir ay,
II Wald waid a bow-draucht, he fuld ger
!' Bathe the Jlouth hund, and hys leder,

s
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" Tyne the Bench men gret hym tao
ce Prowe we giff it will now do fa.
ce For war yond diwilifs hund away,
" I roucht not off the lave perfay."

As he dewifyt thai haiff doyn ;
And entryt in the wattir fone ;
And held down endlang thair way:
And fyne to the land yeid thai,
And held thair way, as thai did cr.
And IHoN of LoRin) with gret aKer,
Come with hys route, rycht to the platt,
Qyhar that hys fyve men flayne was.
He menyt thailfl quben be thaim faw;
And fllid, eftt"e a Utili thraw,
That he fuld wcmge thair bloutfe.
Bot othyrwyfs the gamyn yowde.
Thar wald he ll'Iak na mar duelling •
Bot furth in hy folowit the K.INo, ' .
R.ycht to the burn thai paH'yt war.
Bot the fiouth hund maid llynang thar;
And waweryt lan~ tyme, ta and fra,
That h~ na certane gate couth gao
Till at the Jall, that IRON of LORNa

Penawitthe hund the llouth had-lome:
And faid," We baifFtynt this tmwaill.·
ce To pafs forther may nocht awailJ.
ce For the woid is bath braid and W)'d,
" And he is weiu fer by this tyd.

3°

35
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" Tharror is gud we tum agayne,
" And wayfle na mar trawaill in wayne." sea
With that rclyt he hys mengej
And hys way to the oft tuk he.

Thus efclulpyt the nobill KING.

~ot fum men fayis this efchaping
Apon an othyr maner fell, S5
Than throw the wading. For thai tell
That the KING a gud archer had;
And quhen hys Lord h:: faw fua ftad,
That be wia left fa anerly,
He ran on fyd allwayis hym by, 6J
Till he into the woude wis gane.
Than faid he, till hirnfcllf allane,
lnar he a reft rycht thar wald rna,
To luk gilf he the hund mycbt fia.
For giff the hund mycht left in lyve, 6S
He wyfi: rycht weill that thai wald dryve
The KINGS trace, till thai hym tao

Than wyft he weill tha wald hym fla.
And for he wald hys Lord fuccur,
He put hys lyIf in awentur. 70
And ftud inrill a bu1k lurkand,
Till that the htmd come to hys hand;
And with an arow fone hym flew j

And throw the woud fyne hym withdrew.
Bot quithyr this efchaping fell 75
As I tauld fyrll, or now I tell,

I wale
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I wate weill, without lefing,
.That at the burn efchapit the Kuw..

The KING has furth hys wayis tane.
And IHON of LORNE agayne is gane 80
To Schir AVMER, that fra the chace
With hys men then repayryt was,

.That fped litill thair chaffing j

Thocht that thai maid gret folowing,
Full egrely, thai wan bot fmall. 8S
Thair fayis ner efchapyt all.
Men fayis Schyr THOMAS RANDELL than,
Oaffand, the KINGS baner wan.
Q!1harthrow in lng/and with the King
He had rycht gret price and lowing. 90

Q!1hen the chaffers relyit war,
And IHON of LoRNB had met thaim thar,
He tauld Schyr AVMER all the cafe
How that the KING efchapyt wafe.
And how that he hys fyve men llew, 95
And (yne to the wooe hym drew.
'~hen Schyr AMYR herd this, in hy
He fanyt hym, for the ferly:
And faid, " He is gretly to pryfs j

« For I knaw nane that lytrand is, reo
ec That at myfcheytr gan help hym fwa:
." I trow he fuld be hard to na,
ec And he war bodyn ewenly."
OR this wyfs fpak Schyr AMER v.

And
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And the gud KUlO held forth hys way, IDS

Becwix hym and hys man, quhill thai
PaI"yt owt throw the (oreft war j

Sync in the more thai entryt thar.
It wis bathe hey, and lang, and braid;
And or thai haltr it paffyt had, lie)

Thai Caw on fyd thre men cummand,
Lilt to lycht men and wawerand.
Swerds thai bad, and axys als j

ADd ane o( thaim, apon hys hall,
A mekill boundyn wyddir bar. uS'
Thai met the KINO, and halift hym thar.
And the KINO thaim thair halfying yauld;
And afkyt quithyr thai wauld ?
Thai faid, ROBER.T the BRUYSS thai foucht;
For mete with hym gifF that thai moucht, 12()

Thair duelling with hym wald thai ma.
The KINO faid, " Gift" that ye will fwi,
" Haldys furth your way with me,
" And I fall ger yow fane hym fe,"

Thai perfawit, be hys fpeking, 12'
nat he wis the felwyn ROBERT King.
And changyt cuntenance, and late j

And held noucht in the fyril: fiate.

Vcr. U7. Lilli i. gefture. LaiI, gtjlul. III.
And Jaffc, licht of Imltis. Cllritl', Kirk.

For
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For thai war fs¥is to the KUlG,

And thoucht to cum into fkulking; 130
And ducll with hym, quhill that thai raw
Thair poynt, and bring hym tharoi" claw.
Thai grantyt till hys fpek forthy.
Bot the KING, that wis witty,
Perfawit weill, be thair hawing, 135
That thai luff'yt hym nathing.
And {aid, " Falowis you mon, all three,
&, Forthyr aqwent till that we be,
G All be your {elwyn furth gao
" And Oft the famyn wyfs we twa 1+0
" Sall folow behind, weill ner."
~oth thai, , Schyr it is na milkr
I To trow in us ooy ill.'
Ie N ane do I," {aid he; "bot I will,
" That yhe ga fourth thus, quhill we r+s
" Better with othyr knawin be."
I We graunt; thai {aid, , {en ye will fwa.J

And forth apon thair gate gan gao

• Thus yeid thai till the nycht wis nero
And than the formaft cummand wet ISO

Till a wail!: houfband houfs; and tbar
Thai flew the weythir that thai bar.
And ll:rak fyr for to raft thair mete;
And a(kyt the KING gifF he wald ete,
And reA: ~ym till the mete war dycbt. 155
The KING, that hungry was, Ik hycht,

AffeDtyt
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Alfent~ till thair fpek in by,
Bot he raid be wald anerly
At a fyr; and thai all thre
On na wyfs with tbaim tillgyddre be. 160
In the end of the hours thai fwd rna
Anc othyr fyr: and thai dyd fwa.
Thai drew thaim in the houfs end,
And haUr the weythir till hym fend.
And thai roftyt in hy thair mete; 165'
And fell rycht {refchly for till ete.
For the King weill lang faftyt had;
And had rycht mekill trawaill maid:
Tbarfor he eyt full egreJy.
And quhen be had etyn haftily, 110
He had to fiep fa meleill wil~

That he moucbt fet na let thartiU.
}'or quhen the wanys fillyt ar,
Men worthys hewy euirmar;
And to fiep drawys hewynes. 17S
The KING, that all for trawaiUit was,
Saw that hym worthyt fiep nedways ;
Till bYS foftyr brodyr he fayig,
" May I traift in the, me to waik,
"Till lie a litill fiepiag tale 1" 180

Vcr, I.j8. Edition. read,
But he (aid he would alaRcr1,
Betw ixt him and hi. fellow be
At a fire i and they all three, Ike.

The meaning is, that he and hi, mID woWcJ ban • fire
~ them, to tbc:mfc1t'ca.

eYa
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'Ya Sehyr,' he faid, c till I may drey.'
The KING then wynkyt a litill wey;
And fiepyt not full entrely i

Bo~ glilfnyt up oft Cedanly•.
For he had dreid off thaiCe thre men, 18S
That at the tothyr fyr war then.
That thai hys fayis war he wyit ;
Tharfor he fiepyt, as foule on twyft.

The KING lIepyt bot a litill than,
Quhen fie lIep fell on his man, I9~

That he mycht not bald up hys ey,
Bot fell in flep, and rowtyt hey.
Now is the KING in gret perille :
For flep he fwa a litill quhile,
He fall be ded, forowty"n dreid. I9S
For the thre tratours tuk gud heid,
That he on fiep wis, and hys man:
In full gret hy thai raiCs up than,
And drew thair Cuerds baftily j

And went towart the KING in hy, 2.00

Q!1hen that thai Caw hym fiepe Jwa,
And fiepand thocht thai wald hym lIa.
The KING upblinkit haftily, •
And Caw hys man fiepand hym by,
And faw cummand the tothyr thre. 205

Deliuerly on fute gat he J
And drew hys Cwerd owt, and thaim mete.
And as he yeide hys fute he fet

APOl1
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Apon bys IIW1, weill hewily.
He waknyt, and niCs difsly: 210

For the Rep maifi:ryt hym fwa,
That or he gat up ane off tha,
That come for to flaw the KING,

Gaiff hym a ftrak in hys ryfing,
Swa that he mycht help hym na mar. 215
The KING fa ftraitly ftad was thar,
naat he- wis .neuir yheit fa ftad.
Ne war the armyng that he had,
He had bene dede, forowtyn wer.
Bot not forthy on fie maner 220

He belpyt hym, in that bargane,
That the thre tratours he has {lane,
Throw Goods grace, and hys manheid.
H15 foftyr brOOyr thar wi! deid.
Then wis he wondre will off wayne, 22S
~beD he faw hym left allane.
B1' follyr brOOyr menyt he j

And waryit all the tothyr three
And fyoo bys way tuk hym allane,
And rycbt towart bys tryll is gane. 238

The KING went furth way, and angrely j

Melland hys man full tendrdy.
And held bys way, all hym allane,
And rycht towart the hows is gao,
Qlabar be fet tryll to meit hys men i 235
It wis weill in with nycht be then.

VOL. I. 0 H.
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He COme Cone in the hours, and land
The hourswyfF on the benk fittand,
That afkyt hym quhat he was,
And quhence he come, and quhar he gas. 24-0

. " A trawaillandman, dame," Caid he,
cc That trawaillys her throw the cuntre."
She Caid, ' All that trewai1land er,
, For ANE hys Cak, ar we1cum her." .
The KING Caid, " Gud dame quhat is H'E, 24S"
" That gers yow haifF fik Cpecialte
" To men that trawaillis?" 'Sehyr, penay,'
Q!toth the gud wyfF, ' I tall yow fay ;
, The KING, ROBERT the BRuyss, is he,
, That is ryeht lord off this cuntre. 250-

, Hys fayis now hald hym in thrang;
, Bot I think to Ce or ec.'bt lang,
C Hym lord and KUIO our all the land,
, That na fayis fall hym withfrand.'
" Dame, luff yow hyrn fa weill?" (aid he. 255
'Ya Sehyr,' Caid fehe, 'fa God me fe!'
« Dame," faid he, " 10 hym her yow by;
(C For Ik am he, I fay the foithly."'
, Ha!' faid the dame, ' and quhar ar gane
, Your men, quhen yow ar thus allane l' .26~

" At this tyme, dame, Ik haifF na ma."
Sche {aid, ' It may na wyfs be {wa.
, Ik haifF twa fonnys, wycht and hardy;
, Thai fall becum yowr men in hy.'

....... ·'As·
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As fche <leuifit thai haiff" dWle~ ~6J

Hys fuorne men become thai fane.
The wyff" fyne gert hym Cyt, and' etc.
Bot he has fchert quhill at the mete
Syttyn, quhen he bard gret ftamping
Abowt the houfs. Then, but letting 270

Thai {lert up, the houfs for to defende.
Bot fone eftre the Knw has kend
JAM ES off DOWGLAS: then wis be blyth,
And baid oppyn the durs fwyth:
And thai cum in, all that thar war. ~7~

Schyr EDUUARD the BRuca wis thar;
And JAMES alfua off DOWGLAS,

That wis efchapyt fra the chace,
And with the KINGS brothyr met.
Sync to the traiil: that thaim was .fet 280

Thai fped thaim, with thair cumpany,
That war ANE HUNDIR and weill FYFTY.

And quhen that thai haifF fene the J{IN~

Thai war joyfull off thair meting.
And alkyt how that he efchapyt was ? :1.85
And be thaim tauld all hale the cafs ;'
How the fyve men hym preffyt £aft,
And how he throw the wattir pail: t

And how he met the thewis thre,
And how he flepand flane fold be, 290

~hen02

Vcr. S7S. The narration is abrupt. Dougla.lurely fp~
lleforc the king knew him.



1C)6 T"RE BllUC"I:

Q.uhen he waknyt, throw Godds grace j

• And how hys foftyr brodyr was
Siayne; he tauld thaim all haly.
Than lowyt thai God communly,
That thair lord wis efchapyt fwa. 295
Than fpak thai words, ta and fra,
Till at the laft the KINO gao fay,
" Fortoun us trawaillyt faa to day,
U That fcalyt us fa fedanly.
U Our fayis to nycht fallly traiftly, 300
cc Bot wachys, tak thair efe and Iy. }
" Q!1harfor, quha knew thair herbery,
" And wald cum on thaim fedanly,
" With few mengye, men mycht thaim fcaith,
ce And efchaip forowtyn waith." 305
'P~rfay,' quoth JAMES off DOWOLA!I,

, As I come hyddyrwart, per cafs
, I come fa ner thair herbery,
, That I can bring quhar thai Iy.
, And wald yow fpeid yow yheit or day 310

, It may [wa happyn, that we may
, Do thaim a greter fcaith weile fone
, Than thai us all day has done.
e For thai Iy fcalyt, as thaim left.'
Than thoucht thaim all it wes the beft 3 I S
To fpeid thaim to thaim haftHy.
And thai did fwa in full gret hy,
And come OD thaim, in the dawing,
Rycht as the day begouth to fpring.

Sa
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Sa fell it that a cumpany 320

Had in a toune tayn thair berberya
Welle &70 the oft amyle, or mar.
Men f.lid that thai twa hundir war.
Tbar alfemblyt the nobill KING.

And fane eftre thair alfembling 315
Thai that ilq»and alfayllyt war,
Jtycht hidwyily gan cry, and rar J

And other f",m, that herd the crya
Rai.fs fa rycht effrayitly,
That fum off thaim nakit war, 33-
Fleand to warand, her and thar ;
And fum hys armys with hym drew.
And thai forowtyn mercy thaim flew.
And fa erwyll wengeanee gan ta,
That the twa parts of thaim, and ma. 335
War ilayne, ryeht in that ilk fted.
Till tbair oft the remanand Sed.

The oift that hard the noyil and cry,
And faw thair men fa wrechytly,
Sum nakit, Sc;and her and thar, 3+0
Sum all hale, fum wawndyt far ;
Into full gret efFray thai nifs,
And ilk man till hys baner gayil.
Swa that the oyft wes all on ftcr.
The KING, and thai, that with hym wert 345
~ben on fter the oyft Caw fwa,
T owart thair warand gan thai gao

03 And
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And thar in fawete come thai.
And quhen Schyr AYMER herd fay
How that the KING thair men had fiayne; 350
And how thai turnyt war aga}'I]e;
He Caid,' Now may we clerly fe
, That nobill hart, quhar euir it be,
, It is hard till ourcum with mayftry.
, For quhar an hart is rycht worthy 355
, Agayne fioutne.el it is ay fiout.
, Na, as I trow, thar may na dowte
J Ger it all owt difcomfyt be,
, ~hi1l body lewand is and free
, As be this melle may be Cene. 360
eWe wend ROBERT the BR UCE had bene
, Swa difcumfyt, that be gud ikill
c He Culd neulr haifF haid hart, ne will,
, Swilk juparty to underta.
, For he put was at undre fwa 365
, That he was left all hym allane,
, And all hfs folk war fra hym gayn.
, And he fa gat for trawai1lyt,
, To put thaim off that hym affailyt,
, That he fuld hai&" yamyt relting 37a
, This nycht, atour all othyr thing.
, Bot hys hart fillyt is olF bounte,
, Swa that it wencuCyt may not be.'

On this wyrs fpak Schyr AMER Y.

And quhen thai off hys cumpany 37S
Saw
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Saw how thai trawaillyt h:ld in wayn,
And how the KING thair men had fiayn,
And that hys men wes gane all fre j

Thaim thocht it was a nicete,
For to mak thar longer duelling, 380
Sen thai mycht not anoy the KING.

And faid fua to Schyr AMER Y j

That unbethocht hym haftdy
That he to CarMe wald ga,
A quhill tharin fojourn ma, 385
And baia"hys fpyis on the KING,

To knaw alwayis hys cuntenyng.
And quhen that hys poynt mycht fe,
He thocht that, with a grct menye, .
He fuld fchute apon hym fedanly. 390
Tharfor, with all hys cumpiny,
Till [ngland he the way has tane,
And ilk man till hys houfs is gane.

In hy till CarMe went is he.
And tharin thinkis for till be, 3?S
Till he hys poynt faw off the Knw;
~ba then with all hys gadring
Wis in Carrylt, quhar he was wont,
He wald went with hys men till hunt.

Sa happynyt that, on a day, 4-00

He went till hunt, for till allay

Vcr. 379' Nicetl is folly, perhaps from the French nillit.
The m.:rage was Dot 1I;et. Sh:sk. Rom. anI! Jul.

o 4 Q!.Jho1t
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Q!1hat gamyn wis in that cuntre.
And CWd hapnyt that clay that he
By a woud-Cyd to hunt is gane,
With hys twa hundys hym allane.
Bot he hys Cuerd ay with hym bar.
He had but Ccoort quhill fitlyn thar,
~hen he faw fra the woud cumand
Thre men, with bowys in thair hand,
That towart hym come Cpeddy.
And he that perfawyt that in hy,
Be thair aWer and thair hawing,
That thai luffyt hym na kyn thing j"

He raiCs, and hys leyCchc till hym drew he,
And leyte hys bunds gan all fre.

God help the KING now, for hys mycht!
F or bot he now be wyCs and wycht,
He fall be Cet in mekill preCs.
For thir thre men, forowtyn leCs,
War hys fayis all uterly.
And wachyt hym Ca beCyly, .... ,
To fe quhen thai wengeance mycht tak
Off the KING, for IHON CUMYN his fake

And thai thocht than thai leyCur had j

And, Cen he hym allane wes ftad,
In hy thai thocht thai fuld hym lIa.
And giff that thai mycht chewyCs Ca,
Fra that thai the KING had lIayne,
That thai mycht wyn the woud agayn,

4°5
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Bys men thaim thocbt thai {uld not dreid•
• In by towart the KING thai yeid,

ADd bent thaU:bowys, quben thai war ner;
And he, that clred on gret maner
Tbair arowys, for he nakyt was,
In by a {pekyng to thaim maes.
And faid, " Yow oucht to {chame, parde,
1& Sen Ik am me, and yow ar thre,
II For to {chute at me apon fer.
" Bot had ye hardyment to cum ner,
" And with your {uerds till afI"dY,
cc Wyn me apon fik wyfs gifF ye may,
"Ye faU weill owte mar prefyt be."
, Perfay,' quoth ane then off the thre,
, Sall na man fay we dreid ye fwa,
, That we with arowys fall ye fia:

With that thair bowys away thai leeR-,
And come on faft, but langer freft.
The KING thaim mete full hardyly,
And {mate the fyrft fa wigorufiy,
That he fell dede doun on the gren.
And quhen the KINGS hund has rene
Tbaife men afI"aillie hys maHler fwa i
He lap till ane, and gan hym ta
Rycht be the nek, full fturdely,
Till top our tale he gert hym 1y.
And the KING, that hys fuerd oute had,
Saw he fa fayr fuccur hym maid,

...3S
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Or he that fallyn wis mycht ryfs,
He hym afi"aiIlyt on fik wyfs,
That he the bak frrak ewyn in twa.
The thryd, that faw hys falowis {wa,

F orowtyn recowering, be flayne,
Tuk to the wode hys way agayne.
Bot the KING folowit {pedyly;
And.als the hund, that wes hym by,
~hen he the man raw fie hym fra,
Schot till hym {one, and gan hym ta
Rycht be the nek, and till hym dreuch.
And the KING, that wis ner eneuch,
In hys ryffing file. rowt hym gaff,
That frane dede to the erd he drafF.

The KINGS men war than ner,
~hen that thai f.lw, on fik maner,
The KING alfailyt {a fedan/y,
Thai fped thaim towart hym in hy.
And alkyt how that cafs befell?
And he all haJy gan thaim tell,
How thai aff'ailyt hym all thre.
e Perfay,' quoth thai, ' we may weill fe
e That it is hard till undertak
C Sic melling with yow to mak,
e That fa fmertly has flayn thir thre,
, Forowtyn hurt." ce Periay," faid he,
" God, and my hund, has flayn the tWit,
" The tbryd efchapyt nocht alfua j

4iS
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· '8 U KEVil. : 2C3

ee Thair tre(oun cumbryt thaim perfay,
U For rycht wycht men all we war thai. II

Q!1hen tltat the KING, throw Goods grace,
On this maner efchapyt was,
He blew hys horne, and then in hy 490
Hys gud men till hym gan rely.
Than hamwa~ts buikyt he to far,
For that day wald he hunt ne mar.

In Gltntrll'O a quhill he lay;
And went weill oft to hunt and play, 495
For to purchefs thaim venefoun,
l"or than der war in (croun.

In all that tyme Schyr AMEI. Y,

With nobill men in cumpany,
Lay in CarM" hys paynt to fe. . 500
And quhen he bard the certanre,
That in GI,,,tru,lJ wis the KING,

And went till hunt, and till playing,
He thoucht, with hys chewalry,
To cum apon hym fedanly. 505

Va. 50:1. The wood of Gll:ntrule ia in the caftan part of
Ayrfhire.

Sir Aymer de Va1lang~, earl of fernbroke, advanced to
enc:ounter Bruce in June 13°7, as woulJ feem. The death
of Edward, 7 July, appears to have been ODe cauk that ht.
Pleafum becam~ ernbarralfcd, and unfuccef.ful.

Ani
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And {ra Caruk on nychts ryd;
And in cowert on dayis byd.
And fwa gate, with fyk tranenting,
He thoucht he fuld furpryfs the lUNG.

He alfemblyt a gret mengye 510

Off{olk off full gret renoune,
Bath off Scotts and Inglis men.
Tbair way all' famyn held thai then,
And raid on nycbt fwa priuely,
Till thai come in a wad, ner by 51S
Glmtnult, qubar logyt wis the KING,

.That wyft rycbt nocht offthair cumming.

Into gret perille now is he,
For bot God, throw hys gret powfie,
Save hym, he ~ be fiayne or tane, 52ct

For thai war fex qubar he wis ane.

Qy.hen Schyr AMER. Y, as Ik haift'tauld,
With hys men, that war flout and bauld,
War cummynfwa ner the KING, that thai
War bot a myle (ra hym away; 52 S
He tuk awifement with hys men,
On quhat Maner thai fuld do then.
For he {aid thaim that the KING was
Logyt into fa ftrayt a place,
That horfs-men myc:ht not hym alfaiIe. 53$
And giff fute-men gaiff hym bataiUes
He fold be: hard to wyn, giff he
Oli- thair cummyn may wittyt be.

, Tharfor
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• Tbarfor I rede all priuely
• We fend t woman, hym to {pey, S3S
~ That pawedy arrayit be.
~ Sebe may afic mete per cherytC ~

• And fc tbair eowyn halily,
~ And apon quhat maner thai ly.
• The quhill we, and owr menye, 544
~ Cummand owt throw the wad may be
• On £Ute, all annyt as we ar.
a May we do fwa, that we cum thai'
, On thaim, or thai wyt our cumlDyng,
• We fall find in'thaim na {barling.' 54!

This cunfaill thocbt thaim wi. to befl.
Then fend thai furth, bot langer &cfi;
The woman, that fuld be thair {py.
And fche her way gan bald in by
Rycht to the loge quhar the KINO, 5S0
That had na dred off furpry1Jing,
Yeid unarmyt, mery and blythe
The woman has he fene alfwyth.
He Caw hyr uncouth; and forthy
He beheld ber D1lIl' entrely. SSS
And be byr c.untelWlCC hym thlCht'
That for gud cummyn was {ehe nocbt.

Then gert he men in by byr tao
And {ehe, that dred men {u!d hyr n.,
Tauld how that Schyr AMEllY, 560
With the CLyrrVRD in cwnpany,

With
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With the flour off NfJrthflmmyr/ondt

War cummand on thaim at thair hand.

~hen that the KING herd that tithing,
He armyt hym, bot mar duelling. 565
Sa did thai all that euir was thar j

Syse in a fop affemblyt are
I trow tha.i war THRE HUNDER nero
And quhen thai all aff'emblyt wer,
~he KING hys baner gert difplay, Sio
And fet hys men in gud aray :
Bot thai had ftandyn bot a thraw

. Rycht at thair hand quhen that thai faw
Thair Cayis, throw the woo cummand,
Armyt on fute, with fper in hand j SiS
That fped thaim full enforcely.
The noyis begouth fone, and the cry.
For the gud KING) that Jormaft was,
SutteIy towart hys fayis gayfs,
And hynt owt off a manys hand, 580
That ner befid h.ym was gangancl,
A bow, and ane arow braid als;
;And hyt the formaft in the hals,
Till thropill and wefand yeid in twa,
And be doUD till the erd gao gao 58S

The laiff with that maid a ftopping.
Than, bot mar bad, the nobill KING

cHynt fra hys baneour h18 bauer;
And laid, " Apon thaim I for thai ar

" Difcomfyt
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• Difeomfyt aliI'" With that word 590
He fwappyt fwyftly owt hys fwerd,
And on tbaim ran fa hardely,
That all thai offhys eumpany
Tuk hardyment offhys gud deid.
For fum, that fryA: thair wayis ycid, S9S .
Agayne come to the fycht in by,
And mete thaic fayis wigorufiy j

That all the formaA: rufehyt war.
And thai that war hendermar
Saw that the formllA: left the fred, 60'
Thai turnyt fone thair bale, and fled.
And O\rt off the wad thaim withdrew.
The KING a few men off thaim flew,
For thai ryeht fane thair gate gan gao

if. omfortyt thaim al fua 60S
That the KING, with hys me~gyc, was
All armyt to defend that place,
That thai wend, throw thair trawenting,
Till haiff wonyn, forowtyn fyehting.
That thai effrayit war fedanly j 61:)
And he thaim foueht fa angroly,
That thai in full gret hy agayne
Owt off the wad, rane to the playne:
For thaim faillyt off thair entente
Thai war that tyme fa foully fehenr, 61;
That fyften hunder men, and rna,
With a few mengye war rebotyt fwa,
That thai withdrew thaim fehamfully.
Tbarfor amang thaim fedanly

Coogle
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Tbar rairs debate, and gret dillanee, 620
Ilk ane wyte othyr off thair myfehanee.
CLYFFURD and WAUSS maid a melle,
Q!.lhar CLYFFURDroucht hym routs three
And a.ythir fyne drew till partyfs.
;Bot Schyr AMER, that wis w}'f~ 62S
Departyt thaim with mekill payne
And went till lng/and hame agayn.
He wyll; fra firyff rafs thaim amang,
He fuld thaim not held Camyn lang,
Forowtyn debate or melle; 630
Tharfor till lng/and turnyt he.
With mar Cchame than he went off town;
~hen fa mony, off fie renoun,
Saw fa few men bid thaim bataill,
Q..uhar thai ne war hardy till affiUll. 63S

Ver. 63:&. The exprelTion bean a proverbial appearance;
tbe fnAJIJ lDay be Carlile.

END 0)" THE FIRST VOI-Ulla.




