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THE ARGUMENT.

THE champion of the Amazons difcovers himfelf to be Guido
of the hoWe of Clarmont, and gives an account of the hif­
tory and firft eftabli1hment of the Amazon government. The ­
warriors cor{ylt.tPg~er ql~ glC¥S pfq~tJI tht coun­
try. Marphifa would perfuade thi:m to effell it by force 0{
arms. Guido takes the management upon himfelf; arid next
morning they attempt to break through the whole body of the
Amazons, but are nearly ovnpowered by numbers, when
Aftolpho, blowing his hom, drives all the Amazons before
him. Sanfonetto, Guido, Gryphon, Aquilant, and Marphifa" '
being terrified with the reiq precipitately haften on board the
lhip prepared for dte~ ~d lea~ Ai\olphobebind thePl- Tlle
ktiights and Marpbifa ~erwards landiflg, Ma'lthifa patta
from the others. Her encounter with Gabrina, Pinabe~

and laftly with Zerbino.
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THE

TWENTIETH BOOK.

OF

ORLANDO FU.RIOSO.'

I Nfields of battle, and the Mufes' lore, .

What wonders have been wrought by dames of

yore,

Whore 1kill in arms and letters fpreads their praife

Throughout the world to thefe far-diftant days!. I •

Ver. J. In jitlds ojbattle, &c.] This introduaion {eema. t~

have been c;opisd and enlarged by Spenfer in his Fairy ~een.

Where is the antique glory now become,
That whilom wont in women to appear l
Where be the brave atchievements done by Come ~

Where be the battles, where the thield and {pear 1 &(.
. Book m..C. iv. St. I.

Camilla

,
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Camilla and Harpalice, renown'd 5

In hardy camps, with wreaths unfading crown'd,

And Sappho and Corinna, held fo high

For Learniag'a-facred gifts, {hall never die.

Oppo~'d to ma~) behold the beauteous r~ce,

In every fcience, our renown efface j 10

And each, who turns the l~af of fiory paft,

Shall undiminifu'd fee their honours laft.

Vet. 5. Camiilt/ and Harpalict,-] Camilla,.queen of the
Volfcians, a femaIe warrior, who came to the aff'UbWce of
Turnus, and wall treacherou{ly {lain by Arons. See VIRGIL'S
lEn. vii. xi. Harpalice was a warlike virgin of Thrace, who,
when the Gette, a people of Scythia, had made her father pri­
foner, colleaed together a body of troops with great celerity,
{udd~nly attacked the enemy, cut a great number to pieces, and
fet her father at liberty.
: Ver. 7. -SOppho. alld OJriima,-] Sappho, a' well-knoWn

. poetefs, born at Le!bos. See her Epifile to .Phaon,- in OvII>.

There were three of the name of Corinna, all !killed i~ lette;;;.

One was of Thebes, one of Thefpis, and the.third of Co- 'I
-rinth. The laft lived' at the time, and is fuppofed to have
been the' favourit~'of O\7id; but the mofi: famous was fhe
who, in a triaIl,of poetry, conqttered the great poet Pindar.
Her glory feems ,to have been ~ully eftablifucd ~y the.public
memorilll of her picture exhibited in her na,tive city, and
adorned -with a fymbol of her victory.Paufanias, wbo faw

it, fupppfes ~er t~ h.'.lve be~n one of th~ handfomeft :..vomen
of her age. Time has left us only a few fcraps of Corinna's
poetry. .

Though
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Though fuch examp~es feem of late: to Jail, . - .
Not always.evil. itlflu~,ce fualLprev.ail, :. : j

When thofe, whofe writings fho\Jld their !C?rth rcve-.l,

Through ignorance or .envy oft conce;il.: _ 16·

Yet, in' our times, I fee wit? joyful eyes

Such co~ntlefs virtues in the [ex' arife,

As well may cl~im the pe:n and faithful page "

To hand them down to every future age. 20 '

Then nanderers' tongues no morewith canker'd fp~ech:

ShaU taint thofe glories which they cannot reach;

But to fam height ihall foar the female 'name, ..... ~'

A~ even to leave behind Marphifa's fame.

To herwe now return~The dame ad<;irefs'd' 25

The courteous knight, and anfwer'd his requeft.

Eager to know the youth, fhe foon reveal'd

In few her dreadful name, till then conceal'd :

Marphifa am I caU'd--no more 1he faid,

For Fame through every realm the refl: had fpread. 30

The fhanger then--All here" I truft, may know

.The glorious ftock to which my birth J owe 1

Not only France, and Spain, each neighbouring land;

But lEthiop, Ind, and Pontus' froze~ ftrand,

Have heard of Clarmont's far-refounding nam~, 35

When<:e the bold knight· who new Almontes came;
• • ORLANDO.

And
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And he ,..). by whom the fierce Mambrinollai-a '

(His kingdom laid in ruin) pref$'d the plain.

That -b16Od I boaft-and ne~r the E~ne hvtS,'

Where Ifther with hi$ ftreams the region lavts, 4e

To Amon's duke (wlto on that ttted {hote

His wanderings ended} me Conftantia bore.

One year has roll'd,' flnce her, in fotrO'\V loft,

I left to feek my friends on Gallia's c01ft :

Btlt, 'mid~ the voyage, rok a ftormy wind,

A~d hitPlet dro'te~ (rom the port defign'd.

Ten mOMhs have paft, fince heI"e detaih"d I mt>l:lrr\'

The lingering 'hours, and curfe each day's return.

Guido the Sava~, tin I caWd-a fta-me'

Scarce yet recorded on the lift of fa.me.

• IbNAtDo.

Ver. 49. @ui~ th~ 8!mat',-J 'fbi! eharal\ter ~rs tb

have 'been httrodQceG by Atio4fo, as no fudl nllmO occuis in .
Boyardo. Spemer hu a knigb.t with the appellation of " Sa­
" 'vage Knight," which reems given him not from :my reproach,

I

but meteFy to -exprefs' a difpmitiori i1lu~d to PnWy featS) .&ad
~raaa(5l' * tM {~ftgef•.of a <:ourt.

It 'VUS a. lJ'odly (wain, aRa of great might,
But in vain {hews, that wont young knights bewitch,
And CO\f'rtry Cervices, took no delight.

It was, to weet, the.~ Sit- S:llt}":lne,
That rang'd abroad, to feek adventures wild,
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Here, with his~~ompeers, in lifted field.,
I Angelon of Me1iblEa kill'd.

Next the fuft confli& with the dames I try'd,

And nOW ten wedded partners gra~e my fide,

Whbin~ faireft~ gentleft of the female· band,

I chofe,. and tule with uncontroll'd command.

Thus ·fhall he fare, whom, on the fated day,

Prevailing Fort1ln~ Hives the ten to flay.
The wai"rior$ queftion'd Guido, whe~ce fo few

, .
The males appear'd, and why the female crew 60

Each hufband to their fovereign will compell'd,

When males in other lands dominion held?

Then Guido anfwer'd~ftenwhile detain'd J
I here have liv'd. I heard the caufe explain'd,

Ahd what I heard, Hull tell, finee you demand. 65

As was his wont, in foreft and in plain.
He was an arm'd in rugged Heel, 1U1fd'd,
As in the ilnoky f(JJ'~e it was compil'd,
And in his fcuteheon bore a fatyr's head.

FAIR. Y Q,yUN, B. lIt. C. vii. St. 19.

Again, in-ahether pla<:e.

-On his fllicld was writ,
4' Selvagg~ fans 6netre," fuewing {ecret- wit.

This explanation may f~ ~or Ariofto, who hIlS aIf~ned no
reafon for givipg this name to Guido.

Now

~-
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Now tWice ten years e1aps'd, the Grecian' ~ands
From Troy return'd to view' their' native lands~ , .'

(Ten ~~rs the liege endur'd, as many toft

On adverfe feas, they rov'd from 'coaft to :coaft)· ,

Arriv'd, they found their wives, who vainly try'd 70

To bear fucp abfence, had their place fupply'd .

With young gallants, whom to th~ir'love'they led,'

N a m~re to freeze in a forfaken bed.

The Grecians finding with another's breed

Their dwdlings 611'd, by joint confent agreed 75
T' excufe th' offence; for each well knew his wife

Could ne'er fa long forget the nuptial life :

~ut the fad children, born of lawlefs love,

Muft exil'd thenc~ a v:lgrant fortune prove;

Nor wO{lld the hufbands, fo entail aifgrace, 80

To nourifu, at their coft, a fpurious race~

Some were expos'd, and fame with better fate

Their mothers kept conceal'd to man's eftate., '

Some, from their native feats, in various bands,

As chance di~ea:ed, rov'd to foreign lands. 85

Some arms purfu'd; fame chafe the ffudent's toil;

Some follow'd arts.; fame plough'd the ruftic foil:

There liv'd in courts; thofe ferv'd the herds to rear;
, . ,

As beft it feem'd to her • who governs here.

• FORTUNE.
Departing
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Departing with ;the reft~ a youth was '[een, 90
Of Clytemneftra born, ,the cruel queen;

His age eighteen, ,~rid trefli in, bloom as {hoW's

the lily fair, or newly-gadier'd rofe.

He, in a fhip, with all provi1'ionftor'd,

For wealth and prey each a-eekind coaft explor!d. 9S
A hundred like himfelf compas'd' his band,

With car~,feleCl:ed' from the G~ecian land.

, "Fhe ,Cretans, ',that Idomeneus expell'c\,
The wretched fire who' Cret~'s.4ominion held',

And next, collecting arms anc;l troops,'prepa~:.d ,100

Th~ir new eftablifh'd frate frolI} foes to guard,

Engag'd Ph",lantus, (fo the youth was nam'd)

With ~mple fiipends, as hism~rits claim'd,

To ferve their [oldier, while,his comrades all

With hi~ they join'd to guard DiC!:amnum's wall;IOS

A hundred cities grac'd the ,Cretan lands, ,

But chief above the reil: Dictarnnum frands,

Ver. 99. 7'be wretchedjire-] Idomeneus,' king of Crete,
having vowed, in cafe he returned ill fdfety from the liege' of
'T.roy, .to offer up the firfr objea that prefented itfelf, was met
by his own fon, whom, to keep his vow, he caufed to be facri­
ficed. His fu;bjects; ftruck ~th 'the barbarity of thea~ion, ba­
nnhed hi'm' from his kingdom. ' See the whole ftory iIi Tele.
machus, Book ii.

Wealthy



10 ORLANDO FUIlIOSO. B. XX.

Wealthy andJair, renown'd for amotoua dames

Of lovely fonn, for plearur~ fpol:tsj and gal.Jlts•.

The datn¢s, accuftom'd kiBdly to receive 1:10

Each foreign gueftj to thefe futh welGome gives

Tftat little wahted to the Greci_n trail)

O'et every houfe to hold their boundtefs rtign.

Vigorous as fair, the youths their atdotit prove

In blending raptures; Is in kindlihg loV~. 1rI
-To win the fair a few £hort days fuBio'd,

Till tlWfe o'er every joy their lovers .priz'd.

'Now peace refttJt'd, Phalantus w~s releas'd

From warlike cares; tht foldier's labour ceas'd;

And every hOpe 6f future ftipends b'tt~ I ~G

The youth~ decreed to quit the Crttan 1h6re.

The mourning females' tears int~ifant fhed,

As if they yie~'d their deareft patents .dead :

Full oft a~tt they urg-d them to rema.~t'1 ;

But when ~ITeY futrtrd tach fond entreaty yain, t 2~ .

Refolv'd with them the yoyage to partake,

Their brothers, fires, and children they forfake,
While' fibm ~t hiom.t1 f.t~h bears) by wary fi:taJt!h:r

Ric1t gems ot pritt, and cbutldefS futtl~ of we-alth;

.Ami with fuch fecret CMe her dwelling leaves, 130

That not a man of Crete their flight perceives-.
. 6 So

".
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So profpfroUS 'Was the hour, fo rwitt the wiitd~

So well Phalantus had their to\1tfe defign'd,

That many a league his vefftl plough'd the tide,

Ere thofe of -Crete their heavy lots defcty'd. 135

:At length thIs faied ftrand, tMU fcareel]' -preil:
. . .

By fOat of morrals, gave the wanderers relt.
Securely hete they ~ay'd, and here awhile

At leifure -weigh'd the profits of their guile.

Te~ days to tbern this tt'gioh fet1t1'd a feat l40

Ofamorous pleafures, and a bleft retreat:

But, as it oft befalls, the fulleR joy,
In youthful bofutrrs, fooner tends to cloy; .

Ali nmv agreed to free thetrl ftoM'the charge

I Of female mates, and live again at large.. 145
'For fickle man iII brooks the heaV'y lot',

1'0 keep the wom~ when the love's forgot!

Eager ofrapine, ready to contend

For ravag'd wealth, but little prone to fpend~

they faw a troop, [0 mJmerous and fo fair~ 15~

Requir'~ far other than a foldier's care.

Fo'r this; their wretched partners they (orfook,

And, loaded with their fpoils, their courfe they took

·To where, in Puglia, near the fea-beat fhores,

They founded fair Tarentum's future towers. ISS
The
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Th,e dameS', abandon'd on a. defert coaft,

:Betray'd by thofe in whom they trufted'molt,

Along the fands fome days in filent grief, "

,Like ftatues frood ; 'but finding no relief

From plaints or te!lrs, they turn'dth~~ t~Aebate I~~

What means might beft reli~ve th~ir hapl~fs ~e,': :

When, what her,thoughts fl,Jggefted j each difc~os'd:

.Some tc? regain their nat;ive Crete propo~'d,

And rather dare the worft they might, engage

From a wrong'd hufband, or a father's rage, 16S
Than hid in deferts or in forefts lie, '

With want to linger, or with famine die.

Some faid, they never to fuch fhame would bend,

But rather, plung'd in feas, their being end;

And urg'd it better far, with hohour loft, J70

Though poor, or naves, to rove from coaf! to .~oaft,

Than willing viaims, to their native clime

Recurring; meet the [entence of their crime~ ; .

"', Such 1Vr~tched th,oughts, and n:ilL~or.-e :~ret~hed,

rofe

In eV,ery breafrJ from fenre of prefent ,wo~.. J 7S
At length a female, 'Oronthea nam!d, ,

Stood forth, who kindred from king 'Mino,s, claim'd:

.. .' The

-, ~
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The youngeft, faireft of the beauteous band,

Lefs guilty file, :of aU who left theland,

To brave ~halantus had her virgin charms 180

Refign'd, and fled for him, her parents' arms.

Now while her fpeech and ou'tward looks exprefs'd

The indignation of a generous breaft, ..

She firft condemn'd what each had fingly mov'd, .

Then urg'd that counfel which the reft approv'd. I ItS

She will'd th~m there to dwell, for there they found

A wholefome air, and fields with. plenty crown'd j

Clear filver {\:reams that through the country ftray'd,

Rich fprea.ding meads, and forefts thick with fhade ;

Fair ports and bays, that from the ftormy wave 190

To wandering feamen ready fhelter gave;. . .
.That now from Afrie, now from Egypt b~ought

i·Their barks, with every ftore and treafu~e fraught.

She 'urg'd them there t' abide, and for the fake

Of thofe who wrong'd them, heavy vengeance take

On all the fex; and every velfel toft 1,96
.By tempefts, driven to lhelter on the coaft,

:Pillage and burn, affail with fire and fteel,

N or let a fingle life their ~ercy feel.

Thus counfeU'd fhe-till all alike inflam'd 200. ..
With cruel thoughts, the new-made law proclaim'd.

. . . .,

'Vhen
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When winds fore-run a fiorm, the defperate train

Of females, arm'd, ruJh headlong to the main:

Their fury ruthlefs Oronthea. guides,

Who, made their queen, above the'reft prelides. 205
Whate'er devoted firangers touch the ftrand,

BU,t '[cape the feas to perifit by the hand

Of mad revenge, where fire and fword aJrail,

Till not a wretch remains to tell the tale•

.1."hus fome few years the "idow'd females fhow 2.10

A fettled hate ef man, their mortal foe.

But, fhould they frill. perCift, they f~n mqft find

Certain deftrufl:ion hovering o'er their kind•.

Should noyoung Offi.spring fromthcmfe1VCSdefcend'l
Their frate, their name, their vengeanclt foon muit

~nd, . 2. 15
Which to rem0teft times they labaur'd to extend.

Their rigour then relax'd, and every crew

Explor'd with care that to their region drew

111 four fucceeding years; from thefe, at length,

Ten knights they chMe, of manly form and ftrcngth i

Whore youthful vigour, bred in amorous games, 2.21

Suffic'd to meet in love their hundred dames•.

A hundred (orm'd their "hol~ and every ten

One hulband claim'd: but e'er the chofen men

Th<:~
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Their fafety found~ what numbeFS loft: their life ! ~1~

All found unequal to the arduOus ftrife.

The teo, in trial well approv'd, thty take,

AJKl partners of their bed and kingdom make ;

Jlut fwear them firft, thin every wanderer led,

()f every rank, tho{e haplefs fuores. to trc~d, SJO

Without diftinaion by their fwords fuould falJ~

And one romorfelefs fiaugbter fwallow aU.
The dames, now pregnant grown, began with

fear '

To view 1!hc day of their deli~ry neat',

Left in fucceeding time tpe num~rs born o.3S
I

Of iffue male, fhould hold their 'law in fcorn ;

And they, at It'!ngt~ behold in evil hour .

To ha~d man revert their darling power.
For this they fought (lKR danger to rept},

Ere years had taugh~ their children to rebel !40

And threat! their freedom; hence a law decreed

The mQtb«'s can! one only male ihoold breed.

Their new-bora fons from 1hore to Ihore they kilt,
With charge. to thofli, who thus commifri0n'd went,

T' t!xCbang-e thi! ooY5 (ar girls in diftant lands, 24j

Or not, at lea~, return with empty hands.

Nor

.,
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Nor, had the dames in meJ;e compatlion fpar'd.

A fingle man, fave but their herds to guar-d;

And keep alive their' name j and thus was ihown

Their law's ftern mercy to themfdves alone! .25~

All others felt its rage, one only grace ".'

The.ft:rangers found, that"when' they ieach'~ the 1
place

They fell not all~at,ollce beneath tbis -cruel race.

If ten, if twenty, or if m~re ~riv'd, ,

In chains they lay, of liberty depriv'd j 255
Whence'every d~y,~~~"drawn, by. fate decreed~

A wretch devoted in the fane to bleed;

Where, in the midJr, by.Oronth¢a r.ear'd, ,

A dreadful altar to Re.vehge appear'.d'j

WhiTe, nam'd by lot, one held the r~ady knife, 260

To ihed, in facrifice, his comrade's life.

Lo~g' years had paft, when to th' inhuman ihore

A n<;)lhe youth his luc~lefs fortune bore j

'Fr~m great Alcides' frock his birth he claim'd,

In arms exp(rienc'd, and Elbanio ,nam'd. 26S
Him" carders of a foe, and unprepar'd,

At.once they' feiz'd, and with a. nUffiet"OUS guard,
" • I

With all his crew, ~etai~'d in cruel.thrall,

Sad viaims deftin'd by their laws, to fall.

Fair
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Fair was the youth,. of femblance rardy feen, '210

Of graeeful carriag~ and commanding Inien j

So from his lips the honey'd accents broke,

That venom'd afps might liften while he fpoke.

From fame the news of his arrival c~ught,

To Alexandra's gentle ear was brought; 'J,7 S
Fair Ale;xandra, born of her Viho fway'd

The fceptre ftill, though now with years decay'd: '

Still Oronthea !iv'd, but none f1.lTviv"d, .

Save her alone, of all that firft arriv'd ;

While, as their years increas'd, th~ female crew'280

!ncreas'd in ftrength, and in dominion grew.

Ten knights, renown'd for deeds ofarms a~chiev'd,.

With hoftile w~lcome, all that came, receiv'Q.

N a.w Alexandra, eager' to behold

A youth whofe praife report fo loudly told, 'J,8 S
To Oronthea her requeft preferr'd,

And faw Elbanio, and his converfe heard.

But whenfhe fought to go, her virgin heart

Felt the firft throbbing of ~m amorous f~art•.

In vain !he ftruggled: file at length remain:d IJ,90'

A helplefs prifoner by hetcaptive chain'd.

Elbanio then......-O f\lirdl: of thy kind!

If pity here could e'er reception find,

VOL. III. C Pity,
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Pity, which dwells where'tr the fun d!1plAy"fI

Gives tints ·to objects, and ~i.et light t() ih2d~ 20'S
Fain wool,}"1 no\\t (by thofe tranf<:et\deftt CharMS

Whofe powerful influence every gate.. watm9)
From thee requeft my life, that what lowe

To thee prolon~'d, for thee I might beAn",:

B~t if dire tury here the vittgin fteel!l 300
To 'each ft?ft paRioh human nature feels,

I afk not lifc-fuch hope! I knoW afe vain~

But let me yet a warrior's right obtain.

Wha:te'tt my fate-O ! give me but to wield

My glorious anns, and die with fpear and fhi'eld! JOS

Not like foine criminal wOOm laws arraign,

Or bnital beat\: before -the ~Itar {lain.

Fair Alexandra, in whofe lovely eyes •

Compaffion pleaUed for the youth, replies.

Though favage-isonf land, more 'Cruel known 310

Thafl every realm, yet 'think not I fhall own

Each wo'man a Me'dea,-were the mind J
Of all oU-rrem~feS lin -defb-ti~ion joiri'dll

Yet I tlo"e wtJuld. 'rifea'bove my kind:

Or if, like miiriy>a {QtJI with fury ,~e1Jd, 3 I $

I feem'd till hb;Y tmkno~ing how to yield,

Till
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Till thy arrival hue. ~)'chllllcethli!f~ came

No ftrangcr'that might ~qut\l fjlVO\Jlr claim.
But fure fame ti~ hat my W\il i-nftltm'd,
And more than adamant 1;n1 Mtll)) framJd ; 3~P

Ifwhen I view tlty valour. form, ~4 age"
CQ01paffioo chace -not all viodiaive rigq.

o !. would to, HeaveD I iIJight as wC!-U allen .

Th' insumall law that hinds eech wreq;he~gueft,

A~ freely now my death I 'Would f~ve) 325

And, with my own, thy be.tttr life repriff.el

But her~ np rank availi tp breflk thy thain,

And what thou a{k'ft:, though little, hard to gaill ~

Yet all I can, txpe&-while mu(:h I dreld.

New fufferings haag o'er thy dcvotedJJ,¢ad t 33<1

Let me but meet (Elbanio thus rejoin'd)

The ten in arms-fo firm my "~rt I tfiad,

I troft t' efcape with life the bloody fray.

And every foe, tho\1gh trebly, armJd, to Bay.

To this the virgin-fair made no reply. 335

But from her bofom drew a tender up.
She went, and parting, in her heart {he fOUl1d..
A ,thoufand fu~fts, and each a curclefsw,9\lnd i

Then fought her mother, and with carneft prayer

JnclinJd the queen the noble youth t~ fp.~t J 3+'
C ~ On



".

~ ORLAN DO FURIOSO. B.XX.

On this condition, that in lifted fight

The ten ·fhouldpetifu. by his fingle might.

~een oronthea' then the female train .

To council calI'd) and thus her fpeech began.

From every crew whom chance may hither fend, .

We frill fhould place the braveft to defend 3+6

Our port and {hores: by trial muft we chufe,

What fits our wants to take, and .what refufe, .

Left, to our wrong, the coward50ul fhould rife

To reignamongfr us, while the valiant dies. '350

If with my judgment, you, 0 friends! agree,

Let us. hencefoJ-th a fovereign ,law.decree,

That every .knight, .by fortune hither led, :'

F.re in thedJiadful fane his. blood w~.fh.eQ,

Shall (in fuch compact if he .dares e.ngage) 3SS
At once with ten- the combat tingly wage j

And fuould :he: conquer all, he, with a. train

Of chofen 6the~s, fhl!11 our guard maintain.

Thus' far I fpe~k, fince in our· prifon lies

A captive, w¥.to battle ten de~es. 360
Should he their equ31 prove-:-forbid it Heaven !-.

But to {uch worth fome Javourfhould be. given :,

,Or fuould he fail i~ what he r~fhly dares, .

He mett-s t4~ punifhment himfelf pre~ares.
Thus
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Thus ,Orontnea to :the council faid, 36S
When from the eldeft one this anfwel', made.

Th' i~portant caufewhenc<:, w~ to change began

Our firft defign, and commerce hold with man,

W as ~ot to g~ard oor ·ftate froIP 'foreign bands; ,

For thi!) ',our conftant f.ouls, our valia~t hands, 370

Might well fuffice-O! could we but extend

- Our race as well, which time, alas! muft end

Without the help of man-and hence- we make

'Our choie;e of youths, but only one we take..
To wed ten dames, left man the fovereign'fway 375

Frqrn us 1b<?uld rend, andw~ in turn obey.

We need not ~alesour empire to defend,

But muft for progeny on there depend.

In this alone their prowefs we ,require,

Nor <;>thcr aid, nor other tafk defire. 380

To keep a chief whore nervous limbs combine

The ftrength of ten, muft fruftrate our defign.

If fuch a troop his fi~gle arm can flay,

How. many women lliall.hehold at bay?

Were fuch our prefent ten, one fatal hour 385

Had ~o themfelves tran~ferr'd the ruling power.

III fuits it us, who willi to hold command,

T' entrtlft our weapons in a 1hanger's h~nd.

C 3 Grant
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Grant that thy bodl:ed youth fo far fuccem,

That by hi! ann 6ur chofen ten ~ou}d bked i 390
A hundred womel1, wid()w'd by his [word,
Shall fee their liti1bahds' -deaths with tears'deptor'd :. .

Then, fhould. he '(cape with life, let him fulfil

Far other tafk than 'ten brave youths to kill t

If with a hundred dames he will fupply 395
The place of thofe they mourn, h'e 1hall not die.

Anemia thus her cruel thoughts dirplay'd;

(So was {he nani'd) and had her counfe! fway'd,

}:lbanio, in the temple's dire abodes,

Had fall'n a vitHm to th' infernal gods. ~OC)

But Oronthea, with a mother's Io~,

Reply'd, and every hearer's mind to move,

Such reafans utg'd, that moft, witb one confent,

Their fuffrage yielded for the queen's content.

Elbanio's matchlefs graces deep impreft, 40S

With powerful chann in eVffyyouthful breaft,

Againft thofe elders weigh'd, whofe ruthlds mind

, With fierce Artemht's rigorous fentence join'd,' . .

T' enforce their ancient law,; while fame agreed

(No terms premis'd) Elbanio fhould be fi-eed. 410

At length 'twas fix'd, the youth fhould grace obtain,

When in the lift his arm the ten had nain j

6 And
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And ne"'t, IlQt with a hUQ.d1e4 CQQfQrtli try'do .

.f'. hufband's f~c1nefs, bl,l~ vritll ten fupply'd.

, Th' enfuing dl&Y, to libe~ reftor'd, 4Ii

The kuight rcceiy'q hi~ llrmour, fteed) and fword :

Akmc ig~nft th~ w3frior ten he ftQQd,

~~d olle 1:>y one he fhed their vital blood:

At night" tQ thQW in Cupid',a-fchool his 'iJ't,

With ten fair $l~mes he pJay'Q the'lover's part; 42$

Who, taught by him c6nnubial joys to prove"

All rofe .e~perienc'd yotfJ"ie$ Qf love.

For this the youth with Oronthea won
Such added grace, fhe chafe him for her fOll'

And gave him Alexan<;lra's charms to wed i 42SJ.
With her the other nine, llU whom he led,

Ten virgins late, to {hare his genial bed.

She left the youth with Alexandra fair,'
(From whom the' land was nam'd) her kingdom's

heir, \
On ihis condition, that his future reign 43C1

Might ftill this ftatute through the realm maintain i

:r~at every wanderer there fhould lofe his life,

Or meet ten warriors in unequal ftrife i

Thofe could he fuft in dangerou~ combat foil,

Then find, with-ten fair dames, hisfonunefmilei 435

C 4 O'er
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O'er thefe he fuould prefide, "and at his will

Difmifs his confotts,or their places fill; "

And hold the fway,till to the land arriv'd

Some foreign knight that him of life depriv'd~
r

Two thoufand years have roll'd, Lince firft was

plann'd 440

This hateful faw, and ftill it rules the land.

Few days elapfe)" but, for a facrifice,

. Some haplefs {hanger in the temple dies".

Oft when, as chance directs, a fearlefs knight

Dares, like Elbanio, arm him for the fight, 445

Before th' opponent's foot his l~fe he lays, ,

And, ah! how rare the fecond proof etrays :

Such have been found, but fuch fo rare befel,

",That on the fingers we"their names may tell.

Of thefe was Argillan-but little [pace" 450

He with his wives maintain'd the fovereign, place;

For hither driven by tempefts from the deep,

I clos'd his eye's in everlafting fieep.

'0 had I fhar'd that day his envy'd death,

And not prolong'd in bonds a fhameflll breath! 45 ~

Ver. 449. That on the fingers, &c.-] A ludicrous exprei­
lion, t~ denote how few adventurers had been fuccefsful in their
trial with the Amazons. The words are literal from the
Italian.

Gay
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Gay pleafures, fmiling [ports, and amorous toys;

Each foft delight that youth like mine employs i

Rich vefts ,and jewels that the perfon grace;

And, 'midft his peers, pre-eminence of place,

Heaven knows avail but little him, who croft 460

By envious Fortune, has his freedom loll: !

Ah! wretch! that while I thus my bonds deplore,

Mull: never hope to' qlJit this hateful1hore!

To fee vile Oath my faireft flower deftroy

1n- prime' of ~ife, embitters every joy. 4'5
The fame of Clarmont wide her wings extends

To higheft heaven from earth's remoteft ends!

O! to my brethren's could I join my name,

My deeds with theirs might hGnour's portion claim!

Hard is my lot, condemn'd a life to lead ' 470

In ruch vile fervice,Jike the wretched fteed,

That blind, or lame, ar with enfeebled force,

Unfit for battle or the, dufty courfe, ,

Is, with" hk fellow-brutes that turn the foil,

Condemn'd to every talk of fervile toil! 475
Since death alone from fuch detefted thrall

Can' fet me free, on welcome death I call..

Here Guido clos'd his tale, and curs'd the day

That gave him o'er the ta~d dereft;d fway ;

Gave

""!
I
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G~ve him from either field the prize to bear~ . fSO

To nay the champions, and to plcafe the fair..

Aftolpho filent flood, aw~ile conceal'd,

Till now by many a certain mark reveaPd,

In him his kinfma~ Guido well he knew, 484-

Who by an alien's bed his birth from Ambn drew.

Then thus-Behold the Englith duke confefs'd,

Thy own AflolphG her~1 {aid, and prefs'd

The youthful champioo with-a clofe: embrace,
•

While tear~ of pleaf\lre tiickl~d down his face.

What prooffo certain could we here receive r 490

What proof, dear kinfman, could thy mother leave

To fpeak thy birth, like what tby fword has {hown

In glorious fight, to !tamp thee for our own ?

Guido in every land, fave this, had v:iew'd,

With joyful greeting, one fo near in blood J 495 .

But faw him now with grief, finee well. he knew,

The conqueft his, de.ftruClion muft enfue

To England's noble knight; Aftolpho fr,eed 1
From fear of death or chains, himfelf muft bleed;

Where this good fortune finds, to that muft ill fuc-

ceed. 500
. He mourn'd, that when his arm had won the fight,

Ete{nal bonds muft wait each haplefs knight;

Nor
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Nor (fhould he perifil ill the doubtful ftrife).

Could each in freedom better hold his life.

If in the firft their champion's arm$ prevaU~ 50S

A female in the 1;ccond field muft fail. '
Marphifa hence would conquer~ in vain,

When viaim fhe muft fall, and captives they relUain.

No lefs the valcu of the gmaoQs youth,

His early manhGOd~ and heroic tr~ 510

S~h pity kindled in Marphifa'J br.e~

Such thoug~ts infpir'd inenry valiant gucft, ,

That freedom which his death alone could give,

On terms like there they wifh'd not to receive;, -
And if Marphifa with his life mu1l: buy 5IS

Her comrades' fafety, fhe with him would die..

To Guido then-Unite thee to our band,.

And let us quit by force this hated land.

Such hopes, alas I are fruitlefs (he reply'd),

OUf combat only roll1\: our (ate decide. pet
- .

Then 1he-This heart through f~ar £hall never fuun

The glorious taflt my arms hav.ethus begun:

Nor know I any fafer means to try,

Than what.my fword and own right hand fupp"Y.

Such in the battle have I prov'd ·thy might, 52$

With thee ~. darc thc' mod unequal tight.

When,
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When, on to-marrow's fun, the vulgar crew

Shall throng the theatre .our jouR. to view, .

Let us on all our deathful rage difpenfe,

On thofe that.fly, and thofe that ~ke defence; 530

To wolves and vultures caft their bodies dead,

And fee .the flames on all their city fpread.

Behold me ready (fearlefs 'Guido cry'd)
To join thy arms, and perifh by thy fide:

But never mull: we hope wieh life to fly; 535

,Suffice,that'unreveng'd we fhall not die.

Ofe,have I told;of this inhuman' race,

Ten thoufand females in the crowded fpace ;

As many guard the came, walls, and, ihand,

That none, unqueftion'd, can depart the land. 540

To whom Marphifa-Be eheir numbo.:s more

Than Xerxes mu!l:er'd on the Grecian fhore :

Than thofe rebellious fpiries, jull:ly driven

To endlefs pains from blifsful feats of heaven,

Ver. 5+3. nan thoJe r,cbeOious Jpirits,-] Some critits have
condemned Ariofto for making Marphif'l, a Pagan (or rather
Mahometan), allude. -to the fate of the angels, one of the tradi­
tions of the Chriftian church: but to this it may be anfwered,
that the Mahometan religion has adopted' many tenets of the
Mofaicand Chriftian faith; and that, among others, the Korau. '
refers to the rebellion in heaven. RUSCEL1.I.

Be

l
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545

: I

Be ~hou. ~y, a~d~at leaft, ~ffift ,nat thofe i

Otl~ day !ball fee me rQut:, tIiii ~oft. of foes;'

Then Gliido"':'Hear what hapiymay prevail~ '.

All other m(alls ,'are' vain if:this: fuoUld fail-:

,Know none but females 'ev:er:make re[art , . '

To view the: hirbonror:frequeni: 'the: port.: :550
. Of;all mywi~e'5., 'in' one I chief confide; , ,

By many a proof oflong affeCtion try'd. ' "

Alike with me, would fue 'dc:fire to ,break

My fiavifu' bonds, could fue: my flight partake';

So'froID herrivaJ.s might. fhe 'hope to prove'

The fingle partner ofmy future love: "

,Sh~ i~ the bay, ere morn has clear'd the'air

FrOl~ murky fua:d~, a pinnace fuall prepare,

Which, amply florid, your marinersfhall find,. , .

• To plou'ghthe deep and catch the favouring wihd.

, 'top dofe behindrrty guiding'fteps,purfue, > 561
:)

Knights) merchants, feamen, '(a de,termiIi'd cre~) ,

U ni ted .finnly; every welcome, gudl: . " .'. .

That here has deign'd beneath my I;oof to reft.

'Should a.ught oppofe ~ojntercep'to'ur courfe, 565

-r-our arms and valour muft a: paffage force;

And '~hus, .1 ttuft, wjth [peat and [word in hand; _

'1'01 fetyou free from thisdeteft,ed land.

ACt
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Act as thou wilt (Marphifa thus reply'd),

I for my fafety in myfelf confide. 570
Firft by this trufty weapon's edge fhall fall

Each foe inclos'd within this ratal wall,

Ere any eye behold me fiying here,

Or aug~t.that in this bofom argues fear:

Let me, with dint of arms, by day depart; $1S
All other wafS ill fuit the dauntlefs heart.

Yet were my fex difclos'd, a woman's name

Would fair regard from eTery female claim.

Here might I dwell efteem'd in highdl: gra~

And 'midft their fenate hold anhonaur'd place; SSe>
I

But fince with thefe I came, ~ith there to iliAre

One common fortune is alone my care;

Nor would I poorly freedom here retain,

Or hence depart while thefe in bonds remain.

Marphifa thus, and by her words made knowJI, 59 f
That more her t:Omrades' fafety than her own

Reftrain'd her ardour; ldl 0'11 them fhould fall

Thofe mifcbiefs, which 1fte fought t' avert from all.

EIfe had 1he loofen'd on the female kind I
Her generous wrath; but now with cooler miad

_T6 Guido's conduct ihe the day -refign'd. 59 1

Guido..

J
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Guido, by night, his faithful dame addrefs'd,

Aleria, of his conforts lov'd the beft:

No: needed much to mo\l't her gentle mind

To fecond what het deal:eft lord defign'd. S9S
A {hip 1he chore with due l>rovifiODS ftor'd)

And all her wealthieft treafures' plac'd 00 board ~,
Then) with het oomtQdes, ftign'd at morning break

III (earch of fpoil a ventm-ous cnii:ze to make.

Meanwhile, beneath her roof the bade prepare 600

S}>ears, bucklers, fwords, each implement of war ;

With thefe againft: Ith' unnumbe:r'd foes to land,

T() ~rtn the merch~ntsand dte failoi- bartd.

AU night, aEamft furpriZ'e, the g~Mthey keep,

By turns they hold the watch, by turns they neep; 60S

1\nd fheaih'd in armour wait, with longing eyes,

To fee the dawning red in eattern fldea.

Scarce had the day begun with 'beamy light

To chace from earth the gloomy veil of night;

Scarce had the offspring of Lycaon driveA , 6 I 0

The early ploughlhare th'fOl>1gA ·the fielElso£ heaven,

When

Ver. 610. SCt1rct 'had the o!'string oJ l.:Jt:om-] By the
"tFspring of Lycaon, the poet nieaJ\s Areas, .fOB of Califto,
jUld ~randfon of Lycaon, laid -co be placed lIb10Jli the ft~

and
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When in the theatre the female throng,

To view the combat, pour'd in heaps along:

Thus, o'er the threfuold of their peopled hive,

When fpring returns, the bees in clufters drive. 6pS

With trumpets, drums, and horns, that echo'd

round,

The tumult thickens; earth andfldes re(ound;

While thus their lord they fummon'd to the fight,

To end his b~ttle with the ftranger knight.

In armour Guido, Sanfonetto came, 620

Gryphon, and Aquilant, the martial dame·,

With England's duke t,; and next a mingled crowd,

Some march'd on foot, and fome the fteed beftrode.

From Guido's dwelling, to the port and bay,

. Their paffage through the lift of combat lay: 625

Thus faid the youth, and urg'd the valiant crew

His bold example fearlefs to purfue.

• MARPHISA. t ASTOLPHO.

and called Bo?tes. He is feigned by the poets to be a huf­
. bandman in heaven, and to drive the northern wain, here, per­

haps, by rather a forced conftrucnon, fuppofed to ~ave been a
plough. ' See OVID. Met. B. IT.

Ver. 6 I 8. While th~s their lord, &c.] B)' this is. meant
Guido, who, as the poet tells us, for his fmgular valour had ob­
tained 11 kind of fovereigntyov.:er the Amazons.

Silent
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Silent he led them on, refolv'd to dare

The dreadful trial in the public fquare.

He enter~d now. a hundred in his train, 630

And eagerftrove the adverfe gate to gain;

In vain he ftrove, while coundefs throngs inclos'd,

And with their glittering arms his courfe oppos'd.

Soon as they faw him head his following band, 6j4

They deem'd he meaht with thofe to leave the land:

At once they feiz'd their bows, ~heir 1hafts prepar'd,

And fwiftly rufu'd the portal's pafs to guard.

Guido, his bold compeers with daundefs bredl,

But chief Marphifa, brave above the reft,

Forget not now their dreadful fwords to ply, 640

And every means to force the paffage try.

But now fo thick the arrows rain ar01,1nd,

That wounded, fome, fome life1efs prefs the ground.

Deep, and more deep, th' unequal conflict grows,

Till valour fhrinks before fuch hofts of foes: 645

In happy time each warrior's temper'd arms

Defend his bofom from invading harms.

Beneath him Sanfonetto's fteed is Gain,

And near him falls Marphifa's on the plain:

Then thus Aftolpho thought-What dangero\1s h9ur

Can better claim my horn's' fubduing power? 6SI _

VOL. III. ., D S~ncc .
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Since all our fwords avail not-:-Iet us prove'

If this, as wont, can every fear remove.

Thus he; and to his mouth the horn applies;

The earth refounds, and echoes rend the fkies. 655
Each ftartled bread: is feiz'd with fudd~n fright,

Each ready. foot is tum'd to fpeedy flight;

Thefe from their feats ag?aft and trembling fall,

Thofe undefended leave the gates and wall.

As, when deep flumber every eyelid feals, 660

Where, by degrees, the flame clofe lurking fteals

From beam to beam, till all aro:und it preys;

Budden awaken'd in the fiery blaze,

From room to room the furleking wretches fly, }

From roofs and windows leap, while from on high

Some '[cape by falling, fome by falling die. 666

-Thus, carelef.'i of her life, and wild with fear,

Each flies the found that thunders in her ear.

At every gate at once a thoufand prefs ;

Heaps fall on heaps; the driving throngs increafe,

And choak the paffage: numbers trod beneath 67 I

Are flain j an:! numbers meet untimely death,

From gates or ramparts caft: one fudden dies j

One, with cl'll!h'd limbs, a lingering viCl:im lies!
. I

. Dire

•
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Dire is the tumult, mingled cries afcen~, 675

And loud ,laments the ftarry regions rend.

Where'er the horn is heard, they fpeed their pace;

Nor w<?nder if the vile ignoble race

, With coward looks.and panting hearts appear,

Since nature forms the daftard h~re to fear': . 680

But how of bold Marphifa !hall I tel~ ?

Of Guido Savage, prov'd in fight fo well ?

Of Olivero's • fons, whofe martial' praife

Such lafting honours to their houfe could raife:

Who late whole armie~ view'd with fearlers eye, 685

And now, bereft of courage, trembling fly ?

They fly like timorous doves, or helplefs deer,

What time fome ftrange approaching noife they hear.

~o ~very friend and foe ali~e is found

The fpelful terror of the magic found : 690

Guido the brave, and Sanfonetto, yield j

The brethren·, and Marphifa lately fteel'd

To every chance, attempt to !hun in vain

The fearful din which ftill their ears retain.

Meantime Aftolpho through the city goes, 695

And with new breath his horn terrific blows•

• GaYPHON and AQ..UlLANT.

D 2 One
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One gains the rea J one climbs the mountain's fide,.

And one in gloomy forefts feeks to hide.

Some traverfe many a lealue of country o'er,

And fome review their native feats no more: 100

While fome t' efcape from land ~ould ftem the wave,

And find in ruthlefs feas a watery grave.

Each houfe,. or dome, is now an empty fpace,

And all the dty fhows a defert place.

Marphifa, Guido bold, the brethren two, 70S

Gryphon and Aquilant, their flight purfue J

With thefe the merchants, and the failor-train,

In equal terror throng the beaten plain i

And how they come, where near the caftJe rides

A veitH which Aleri~'s care provides:. 710

\\--ith [peed embarking, they forfake the !hore,

Hoift every faii, and bend to every oar.

The c,ity clear'd, Aftolpho feeks the ftrand,

In hopes again to join his focial band.

Now here; now there he turns, but views in vain 7 IS.
Th' abandon d port, till cafting tow'rds the main

His eager eyes, at diftance far he fees

The verret fail before the favouring bree~e1

Forfaken thus, he other thoughts revolves

To quit the realm j a~d many a [cherne refolves. 720

But
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'But let him go, nor h~4 though thus w~ rnaJ<.c

The gende duke his lonely journey tak~

Through barbarous relllill" .apd unbelieving lands,

Where confuutt danger con(t;tnc (ear demands.

Yet wherefore thould be fear, V1.hofe horn difplay'd

In every danger brings refiftl~fs aid? 72~

Now let his frighted friends our care divide,

Who quit the land, and plough th' unftable tide.

Full fwell their fails, till diftant from the fuore,

The horn, fa late their dread, is heard no more!

.One terror now difpell'd, the fear of blame 731

In every feature lights the glow of 1hame :

They dare not meet their comrades' eyes, but ftand,

With down-caft eyes, a mute 'dejected band.-

The pilot, on his courfe; by Cyprus glides, 73S
- By fertile ;Rhodes, and cuts th' Egean tides.

-A hundred Wands vanifu I from his fight;

With thefe the Malean cape, a, dangerous height.

Then fClldding onward, with a fteady wind,

He leaves the Greek Morea far behind. 740

From Siciiy, the Tyrrhene [urges croft,

He fails by Italy's delightful coaft ;

VerI 721. Burin him gfJ, &c.] He follows him, BoO~

xxii. ver. 31.

D3 And
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And now to Luna's wifh'd-for p~rt he bends,

And hails his home and long-forfaken friends j

In thanks to Heaven for all his trials o'er, 74$

By ftorms at fea~ and perils on the thore.

The warriors here with bold Marphifa find~

In happy time, a {hip for France defign'd.

The pilot the~e invites: the willing train

That day embarking, foon Marfeilles they gain. 750

It chanc'd that Bradamant, whofe noble hand

Deputed rul'd, was abfent from the land:

Elfe had they, by the genero\ls maid detain'd,

Beneath lier friendly roof awhile remain'd•.

They quit the fhip-Marphifa bids adieu 7$$

To Guido's dame, to all the knightly crew.

It ill befeem'd, in one fame troop ({he cry'd)

To view fa manr knights of valour try'd :

While doves and ftorks are feen together join'd,

And deer and ftags; with all the timorous kind; 76q

The falcon fierce, rhe royal eagle's ~ace,

That ne'er in others -hopes of fafety place,

Bears, lions, tigers, beafts that know not fear~

Unaided, ftill, and fingle £till appear.

Such were her words., tho' not alike they we-igh'd

With all the reft ~ but hence the wondrous maid 766

Th~
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The champions leaves, and travels thence, alone,

Through unfrequented woods and paths unknown.

Gryphon the white, and Aq\lilant.the black~

Guido and Sanfonetto find the track 770

That to a cafHe led, whofe courteous lord

. Gave each a welcome to his bed and board:

Courtepus at leaft he feem'd, while each deceiv'd,

His plaufive words and femblance fair believ'd i

But, foon as fieep at night their eyes o'pprefs'd, 77 S

He feiz'd them while they lay fecure at rell: j

Nor from the captives would their chains withdraw,

Till each had f'Worn t' obferve a cruel law.

: But ere we further fpeak what thefe befel,

The deeds of brave Marphifa let us tell. . i80

Druenza paft, the Seine and Rhodan's ftream,

At length fhe ne~r a lofty mQuntain. came i

There by a flood, with fudden w~ters fwell'd,

An aged dame in fable weeds beheld :

"'Tith travel fpent fhe feem'd, and ~ore diftreft, 785
But more with heavy thQught than toil oppreft.

- . .
La !this was fhe, who far from haunts of men,

H~d liv'd with outlaws in the favage den j

Vera 779" But ere WI further !peak,....] He returps to thete,
Bqok xxii•. vera 372:

Where
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Where Heaven the Paladin Orlando drew,

To wreak fuli juftice on that im~ious crew. 790

The beldame fearing d~th (and why fuch fate

She reem'~ to fear, the feque1lhall relate)

Through fields and forefts Bed remote from fight,

And fhunn'd to meet the face of hind or knight.

She fees th~ vefrure of the martial dame, 795

With foreign arms, a ftranger born proclaim j

And hence fhe flies not, as fhe flies from thore

Whore garb a warrior of the country !hows.

Bende the ftream fhe waits, and now 1he meets

Th' approaching knight, and low faluting, greets;

Be-'eching, on his freed to waft her o'er 801

Th' oppofing torrent to the furtherfhore.

Marphifq., courteous from her earlieft yea~s,

ACTofs the flood the ancient beldame bears,

And, paft the ford, difdains nQtto convey 80$

Behind her cQurfer, till they pl\fs'd3 way

Heavy with flough....,....when clad in armQur bright,

With trappings rich they met a.n unknQwn knight,

Gay pacing tow'rds the ftream; with him a ~ame,.

And lingle fquire (his fole attendant) Call1e.8lQ

Fair was the dame he brought, but fair in vain,

fler haughty carria~e caft ~ deepeniQ~·ft<\in

a o~
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On all her beauty, while her feorn,and pride

Seem'd well befitting him that grac'd her fide.

This knight was Pinabel, whore treach'ry gave h 5
To Bradamant the fall in Merlin's cave.

His fight were breath'd, Ilia reaIding tears were filed
For her, whom now beneath his care he led;

For her, whom then the magic tower detain'd'.:

But when Atlantes' guile no more reftrain'd 820

His captives, freed by brave Dordona's - dame,

She, not unmindful of her former flame,

To Pinabel return"d, and with him frill

1IVander'd from tower to tower, o'er foreft, dale,

and hill.

Soon as fhe view'd Marphifa's aged crone, 8.25
The fhame1efs fair, to taunting ever prone,

No more the venom of her tongue fupprefs'd,

But gave full ~/eat to many a fcornful jeft.

Then brave Jdarphifa, little us'd to bear

Another's }Mult, or unpunifh'd hear, 830

Inflam'd ';tith anger, to the dame replies:

- J-lis partrler lhould with her difpute the 'prize

Of beautY's bloom, with offer on her knight

To vouell the proof; and thefe the terms of fight,

• BRADAMANT.
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That, if o'erthrown her lover.prefs'd the field, 835

The damfel fhould her veft and palfrey yield.

Here Pinabello, rous'd by fenfe of fhame,

T' accept the challenge and defend his dame,

Hill fpear and buckler feizing, wheeI'd hi~ fteed,

And on Marphifa rufu'd with wrathful fpeed. 84<>'

Her mighty fpear in reft -Marphifa held,

And'full on Pinabello's helm impell'd

The forceful ftroke that hurl'd him to the plain,
Where ftunn,'d he lay, as number'd with the fiain.

At length he rofe j when, victor of the day, 845
Marphifa from the {hanger rent away

Her glittering ornaments and youthful veft,

And with, the fpoils her aged beldame drefs'd j

then on the palfrey plac'd, which late before,

With other grace, the haughty damfd bore. "850'

This done, fue turn'd, the way with her to hold,

Who feem'd by drefs ftill more deform'd imd old.

Three days they journey'd on, ere aught befe!

In length of travel, worthy here to tell.

The fourth they met a knight, who, bent on fpeed,

With goring rowels urg'd his flying fteed : 856

Zerbino nam'd, t~e king of Scotland's fon,

For manly beauty fam'd a~d battles won:

Of
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Of vengeance late defrauded on'-the hand

Who dar'd his godlike mercy to withftand. 860

In vain Zerbino long incens'd pijrfu'd

The bold offendet through the devious wood,

\Vho knew fo well to wind each tangled brake,

So well th' advantage of the ground to take,

That, fhelter'd by furrounding fhade, and veil'd 865

In mifl:y vapours 6y the morn exhal'd,

He 'fcap'd purfuit, refolv'd himfelf to hide,

Till time fhould bid his prince's wrath fubfide.

Though ill-difpos'd, Zerbino could not hold

From laughter, when he view'd the beldame old, 870

Whofe youthful habit fetm'd fo ill to grace

Her doating age, and wither'd homely face.

Then to Marphifa, prancing at her fide:

'Thy prudence merits praife, Sir Knight (he cry'd)

That chufing for thy mate fo fair a dame, 87S
Thou need'fr not fear a rival in thy flame.

By fallow hue and wrinkled {kin appears

, Th' ill-favour'd hag beyond the Sybil's years.

A gran-

Ver. 860. !rho dar'd his godlike mercy to witijiand.] Alluding
to the pafIage in the XIXth book, where Zerbino purfues the
knight, one of his company, who wounded Medero.

Ver. 877. -wrinkledjkin appears
Vb' iU-favour'd hag-] Dolce, the Italian com­

~entat9r, here gravely obferves, that the poet particularly qwells
Qn

-.
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A grandame ape fhe looks, in gamefome (ort,

With vefture clad to make the vulgar fport; . 880

Her eyes idkance with fpite and anger roll'd: J
What hurts a woman more than to be told

The world intitle her de£Orm'd" and old?

.The noble maid, here feigning wrath, to try

What' haply might enfue, made this reply. 885

She whom I guard, :I fwear by Heaven has more

Of beauty's claim, than thou of courteous lore.

Thou feem'ft to her tranfcendent graces blind, .

To veil the bafenefs 'Of thy claftard mind.

What other knight that here fhould chance to meet

A maid fo young, in every charm complete, 89J

By one defended, but his ftrength would prove

To win in her the fweet reward of love?

So well with thee fhe fuits (Zerbino cries),

'Twere much injuftice to difpute the prize; 895

Nor fhall I, loft to fenfe, my arms employ

In f\)ch a caufe-thou, what thou haft, enjoy.

Yet, if thou feek'ft with me in fight to join,

On other terms, I fhall not this decline.

But think me not fo blinded, for her fake 900
\

In lifted. field· a lingle lance to break.

on this circumftance, to denote the years of Gabrina; and
fagely.concludes, that,Wrinkles are a mark of old age!

Homely
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•

92,

Againft

Homely or fair, :with thee {he {hall abide,

Nor will I love, fo aptly pair'd, divide: .

Heaven knows you both are join'd beyond compare,

If thou art ....aliant as the nymph is is fair. 90S
Marphifa then rejoin'd-In thy defpite,

To win this damfe,l muft thou p~ove the fight:

Ne'er {halt thou view her beauties with defire,

And not to win thofe peerlefs- charms afpire.

I know not who (Zerbino made reply)

For fuch a conqueft would the combat try;

Where courting danger with unfruitful pains,

The viCtor IOfes while the vanquifu'd gains.

Since terms like thefe difpleafe thee, heal: me make

Another offer which thou well may'ft take ~ 91$
(Marphifa anfwer'd).if injouft to thine

My arms fubmit, this dame £hall frill be mine i

'But~ if I conquer, her thou fualt receive;

Thus be our trial who the prize ~all.leave.

Should Fortune bid thet now'refign the day, 91~

'Tis ,thine ~ guard her as {he points the way.

Agreed-Zerbino faid, and fpeaking, wheel'd

His rapid courfer to difpute the field":

Firm on his ftirrups with collected might,

He ftood OJ a,nd, to direCt his fpear arigh~



,,

46 -OIlLAN D 0 FUR I OS O. B. XX.

Aiai"nft her buckler drove the pointed wood j

Which, like a mount of freel, the fhock withftood ;

While fue, with better n~rve, his helmet found,

And inftant hurl'd him fenfelefs to the ground..

zerbino, thus unhors'd, fuch. fhame confefs'd,

As ne'er till then his generous foul deprefs'd. 93 I

Full many a warrior had his [pear before

Caft from their feats; but now, he fears, no more

His arm 1hall clear his fame, while loft in thought,

New' anguifh in his penfive bafom wrought, 935

To think henceforth~ by facred promife plight,

Himfelf conftrain'd to reft the beldame's knight.

High feated on her freed, the conquering maid

Turn'd with a finile-:-Accept my gift (fhe faid) j

The more Ifee the dame in beauty fhine, 94Q

It joys me more to fee fuch beauty thine.

Then, in my place, her champion's charge fuftain,

Nor let thy faith, fo lately pledg'd, be vain.

Whate'er {he bids, it fits thee to obey,

Guide of her fate, and pa·rtner.of her w:ay. 945

She ftay'd not for reply, but left the knight,

And foon the foreft fhut her from his fight.

Ver. 947.-/hut htrfrqm his fight.] He returns to Marphi~

Book xxv. ver. 676.

Then
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Then to the crone he fpoke' (for fure he deem'd

His conquering foe a warrior as £he feem'd)

Give me to hear what knight hasftain'd my fame?

The beldame anfwer'd, eager to proclaim 951

What known would grieve him m~re-On yonder

land

Thou fall'ft (fhe cry'd) beneath a virgin's hand:

A virgin, who for valour well may wield

The warrior's falchion and the warrior's £hield; 95S

Who now from Eaftern realms, with fword and lance,

Is come to prove the Paladins ofFrance.

At this, Zerbino's foul indignant glow'd,

While o'er his vifage flufh'd the changing blood;

Thro' all his frame the deep contagion fpread, "960

, And ev'n his armour feem'd to blufh with red.

Remounting .on his freed, he curs'd in vain

The nerves that could not late his feat maintain.

The hag in [ecret fmil'd, and every art

Of malice try'd t' atRia: his generous heart 96S

With cruel taunts, and bade him call to mind

What chance had now to hers his will refign'd.

Zerbino heard abafu'd, nor aught reply'd, J
Conftrain'd the worft, like weary freed, t' abide,

Tha.t feels the b~t in mouth, and rowels at his fide.

In
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In frequent fighs he gave his anguiih vent: 97 1

What dire reverfe (he ery'd) has ]fortune rent ~

'Yhi1e 1he, the firft in .vircue as in charms,

Untimely torn from thefe defiring arms,

Is dalhtd on rocks, or given the 'precious food 975

Of ravenous fi1h and fowls that haunt the flood.;

1.o:! her, that buried in her earthy bed,

Should long ere this t~e hungry worms have fedJ

Thou now preferv'ft beyond her loathfome date,

To add new torments to my wretched frate. 980

Thus fpoke Zerbino, haplefs !lnd f~rlorn :

Nor lefs tn words and looks he feem'd to mourn

-Hj! odious mate, by lucklefs chance acquir'd;

Thanlofs of her whom mofr his foul defir'd.

If frill your mind retains what once I told, 98S
This hag was {he who left the cavern'd hold,

Where Ifabella, who Zerbino held

In love's foft bonds, fame days a prifoner dwell'd:

Oft had 1he there rehears'd her frory o'er,

How firO: {he left her dear paternal {hare; 990

How, 1hipwrecJ.<.'d on the feas and {helvy {hand,

She fav'd her life on Rochelle's welcome land.

Oft would the love-lorn maid delight to tell

Of Joft Zerbino; oft with rapture dwell
OR

--
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On every grace: Soon as the beldame nigh 995

Had mark'd his mien and face with heedful e~

She deem'd in him fhe view,'d the noble youth'

By Ifabella wept with matchlefs truth;

Whofe abfence to het foul more forrow gave

Than cruel bondage in the outlaws' cave. 1000

But when fhe now with fix'd attention heard

His words in bitterJ;le[s,.of foul preferr'd;

She: ~cilind 'twas he, who, by report miGedj

His deareft Ifabella motlrn'd as dead j 1004-

And while the truth {he knew, with impious fpice,

T' exclude 'all gleam of comfort from the knight,

What beft might raire his hope fhe kept conceal'd,

And what would give him pain alone reveal'd. /

Hear thou ({he cry'd) from whom I thullhava
borne

Such haughty car~iage; fuch infulting fcorn, 10'10

Didft t~~u but'think what tidings I,~ou~d tell

Of her on :whom thy fond affeCtions dwell,

How might'it thou fpeak me fair---but all in vain

Would (orce or foothing now that fearet gain,

Whi~h, had thy fprech more gentle manners lliown,

Thou might'ft, perchapce, difcou.rteo\1s youth, ,have

known. 1016

YOLo 111. E J\s
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- As the grim m.utiff, who with fury threats

Th'4nvading robber, foon his rage forgets,

Whene'er by fcent of favoury meat allur'd,

Or lull'd with fpells by magic art procur'd; 1020

Thus foon Zerbino, with a fofcen'd air,

Befought the hag with tears and humble prayer,

By Gods and men, no longer to conceal

Whate'er of good or ill fhe could reveal.

Nought canft thou know, that known would yield

delight 102$

(Th' unfeeling beldame anfwer'd to the knight)"; ,

She lives, whom now as dead thy fighs deplore,

But lives to envy thofe who live no more!

,Full twenty; not by laws nor faith reftrain'd,

Thy Ifabelk. long in bonds detain'd : 1030

Then think, fhould fate refrore her to thy arms,

What hope remains -c' enjoy her virgin charms?

Ah! -hag accurs'd! (Zerbino ma.de reply) .

How haft thou fra.m'd a foul- detefted lye! ­

Though twenty_might the captive fair dM~ [035

Not one 'WoulCl dare her fpotlefs h.onour 1bin.- - -

,Thus he~then- queftio~'d--""hen an& where fbe
-, "View'd--

Hi! beft belov'd; but fhe, in fullen mood,

-Wa.s,
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Was mute j determin'd to difclofe no more,

Nor add a word to what {he told before. ' 1040

Zerbino mildly firft his fpeech addrefs'd,

Then held his threatening weapon to her breaft.

'Alike in vain his prayer, his menace prf)v'd,

Nor prayer, nor threat, the ftubborn beldame mov'd.

Yet what he heard, he ponder'd deep in thought, 1°4S
Till fecret fears his jealous torment wrought.

He burn'd his Ifabella's charms to view,

Through toils to follow, and to death purfue;'

But durft not move without his partner~s wil1~

Which late Marphifa bound him to fulfil. 10SO

Thence, as fhe led, through folitary 1hade

And unfrequented paths Zerbino ftray'd.
Whether o'er hill or vale their way they'took,

Nor words they utter'd, nor exchang'd a look:

But when the fun, with flow declining ray, JOSS
Had paft the fplendor of meridia,n day,

To break the filence, in the way there fell

A,knight, whofe name tht enfuing book 1hall tell.

, . ,

END OF THE TWENTIETH 1I00K,
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THE ARGUMENT.

ZER.BINO, to defend Gabrina, engages in fmgle combat wi~
Herrnonides, from whom, he hears the particulars of her
wicked life,' and is warned of the rnifchic;fs t;hat may befall
114m from. her company.
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NoT ftrongeft cords, in'circling banqage roll'd,

So clofely bra,ce; not clafps of iron hold

The plank fo firm, as plighted faith can bind

In never-Ioofening ties the noble mind.

The fages hence, of ancient time, have dreft S
faith (heavenly Goddefs !) in a fpodefs veft

Envelop'd fa.ir, and white as falling fnow8,

That every cafual foil and blemifh fhows.

Ver. 5. T~e jOgls htMe, &c.-] That faith (or fincere deal­
ing) was. anciently painted in white garments, may be gathered
frQD1 this pafIage in HoraCe.

--- et alba ran fides toot
Velata panna.

True
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True honour muft in even. tenor run,

Before a thoufand pledg'd, or given to one: lO
Not lefsiin woods or lonely caverns known,

Far from the concourfe of the peoiled town,

THan at the full tribunal, where aloud

Each aCt: is witnefs'd to ~e liftening crowd:

Withou~Of oaths or forms judicial paft, l S

A promife made but Once 1hould ever laft.

This duty, .frill on virtuous minds impreft,

Was ever prefent to Zerbino's breaft j

So facred held, that from his purpos'd way

He turn'd afide, (hrough devious paths to nray 20

With her, whom like difeafe or death he view'd j

Such fenfe of right his generous foul purfu'd.

Thus journey'd they, till from the weftern hills

The fetting fun difplay'd his hindmoft wheels,

When near advancing, with a fearlefs look, 25

A wandering warrior on their filence broke.

Well was he noted by the hateful dame;

Hermonides of Holland, was his name j

. Who bO,re athwart, depiCted On his fhield,

A band vermilion in a fable field. ;30

By feature.s ch~g'q the !=rone her fears exprefs'd,

And to the p~ince her humble [peech addrefs'd.

She
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She bade ,him- now in mind his promife bear

To her, who plac'd her in his guardian care J

For he, the knight who met them face to face, 35

Was foe to her, and foe to all her race:

Her dear-lov'd father perifh'd by his guilt;

By him her only brother's blood was fpilt;

. And ftill he fought, with more than ruthlefs mind,

To glut his rage on aU her 'wretched kind. 40

Woman! in me behold thy champion near!

(Zerbino cry'd) and banilli every fear.

When now, with 4eedful eyes, th' approaching

knight

Had mark'd that face, fo odious to his fight,

Prepare with me: in fingle fight to meet, , 45
(Aloud he threatening cry'd with generolis heat)

Or quit yon' female's fide, and by my hand

Give her to perilli as her crimes demand:

If thou defend'ft her caufe, thou mull: be fiain,

For thus it falls to thofe who wrong maintain. 50

Zerbino then with courteous fpeech reply'd,

$l1chthoughts could only with the bafe refide;

Yet if he prefs'd the fight, he fhould not find

h flying foe j but win'd him firft in mind

To
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To pol\der, how & knight of gentle ftrain, 55

In he1plefs woman's blood his hand could ftain~

Thefe words, and many mot:e, in vain enfu'd; •

For deeds at length the conteft muft conclude.

Now for the tilt they wheel around the plain,

Then, turning furious, meet with loofen'd rein. 60

Not with fuch {peed the- whizzing rocket flies,

Difmift with joy to burft in upper fides;

As in the dreadful1hock each fiery horfe

Bore either champion to the headlong courCe.

Low aim'd Hermonides his fpear, and try'd .65

Through the left flank his pointed wood to guide:

The feeble wood in crafuing fplinters broke,

And fcarce the knight of Scotland felt the {hoke.

, Far different came his lance; with force impell'd,

The targe it pierc'd, and in the 1houlder hel.d 70
Its raging way, through plate and mail it flew,

And on the plain Hermonides o'erthrew.

Zerbino deem'd himflain; with pitying haftc

He lighted, and his glittering helm unlac'd.

At length, as from a trance, the wounded knight 75

Recovering, on Zerbinofut'd his fight

Awhile in filenee, till in mournful ftrain

He faid-It grieves me little to fuftain

5
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This fhame from on~, whom well his deeds befptak

The flower ofwandering knights that danger feek. 80

"But much to {uffer in her caufe I grieve,

Whofe murderous guile, accuftom'd to deceive,

Could fuch a knight in her defence engage ~

For ill it fuits an arm fo brave to wage.
A ftrife like this-and when thou hear'ft the caufe 8S
That on her head my righteous "fury draw~

Remembrance ever will remorfe awake,

To think thou thus haft wrong'd me for her fake.

And if my fpirits laft (though much I ftar

My ftrength may fail) a ftory {halt thou hear, 90

Which told, will prove how far her deedg difgrace

.A woman's name, and all the human race.

My youthful brother, on his fame intent,

From Holland once, our native dwelling, went,

And to Heraclius foon a knight was made 9S

(Heraclius, who the Grecian empire fway'd) ;

Ver. 95. -Heraclius-] Heradius was the fIXteenth em­
peror of Greece, and fucceeded Phocas•. He was create~ em­
perorat Conftantinople anno 611, aad migned near thhtyyears;
find appears to be the fame Heraclius in whofe time the Saracen
army, under Caled, laid flege to the city of Damafcus: on I

which event Mr. Hughes founded his Siege: of Damafcus, the
~~ of modern tragedies.

, " A baron'.
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A baron's friend1hip in the court he prov'o,

And he no leis the courteous baron lov'd j

Who kept, near Servia's lands, a lonely feat,

A guarded fortrefs and a calm retreat. 1m
Argeo was his name, whofe choice had led

Yon loathfome woman to his nuptial bed,

On whom he doated with fo fierce a flame,

As pafs'd the bounds that rank like his became:

But 1he, more changeful than thewither'd leaves lOS

Which Autumn every year of fap bereaves,

When the-chill winds, colleCting to a ftorm,

The verdant ho~ours of the grove deform,

Now fudden chac'd from her inconftant breaft

The love her hufband there had once poffeft ; I lEt

And every art effay'd of loofe defire,

To make my brother burn in lawlefs fire.

Not fteadier meets th' Acroceraunean fhore

(Of impious fame) th'e ocean's furgy roar:

Ver. I 13. --th' Lcroceraunean fhore- ] Horace caDs
the rocks of Acroceraunia inf.unous, becaufe mariners there
often fufferfhipwreck.

Infames fcopulas Acroceraunia-
LIB. I. Od. iii.

There are high rocks or mountains in Epirus, the tops of
which are frequently ftruck with lightning, from whith circum­
ft3nc~ they derive their name'. They are near the promontory
'that hapgs Aver the Ionian Sea.

Not
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Not firmer, 'midft the northern blaft, appears lIS
A pine, the produce of a hundred years

(Far'as whofe head above the Alps afcends, '

So deep its root beneath the furface tends),

Than now my brother met the dame's ,requeft,

A dame, of every vice the fertile n~ft ! 1za»

Meantime., 'as it befalls a wandering knight,

Who danger reeks, on dangers oft to light;

It chanc'd my brother, on adventures bound,

Receiv'din combat many a grievous wound.

Argeo's fort'was .near; no need to wait ' 1~5

For leave to enter at hi, friendly gate;

He came, as wont, refolv'd with med'cine's power,

And reft, his health and vigour to reftore.

Argeo, on fome, fecret purpofe bent,

As need requir'd'him, from the caftle went: 130

His confort then the welcome' time embrac'd,

To tempt my brother with her fuit unchafte :

But he, a loyal friend as virtuous youth,

Impatierit to behold his fpotIefs truth

So hard befet~ whom evils thus indofe, 135
A& length of many ills the lighteft chofe;

,Of many ills .this.choice the youth purfues,

To 'fly Argeo, and his friendfhip lore i

And
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And dwdl an ouicatt, where the 1halnelefs dame .

Might never hear 3gain his lucklers name. 140

, Hard was' the choice, but hlrdc:r to fulfil,

Againft hi.i duty, her ungovern'd will ;

Or to ner ~rd accufe a faithlets wife,

Her lord who priz'd her dearer than his life.

Still :pile 'andfeeblc:with his wounds, he took 145

His arms and cO,urfer, and the place forfook;

In willing exile from his friend he went,

But envious Fortune crofs'd his good intent.

Lo! to his hOme the hufband came, and found

His wife in floods offeemiag forrow drown'd, ISO
With hagged features and difhevell'd hair:

Surpris'd, he qucftion'd whence her deep defpair:

Again, and yet again~ btr fpeech he woo'd

To learn the caufe, while 1he, in fullen mood,

Within her bofom fc:hemes of malice bred, ,IS5
T' avenge her flighted .Ha.me on him who fled.

Nor deem it ftrange that,fiJe, refus'd fo late,

Should fudden change 'her former love to hat~

At length..-;.Ahl wherefore fuould I feek(fhe cry'd)

The guilt, incurr'd when thou wert gone,to.hide 1

Though from the 'world the horror I difguife, 16~

It ever naked to re8..cCtion lies!
: . The
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The foul that groans beneath a fecret fin,

Feels its own weight of punifhment within,

That far excee'ds all outward paiR of fenfe 16S
Another might inflia for fuch offence.

If that, which forceconftrains, offence we name;

But be it as it may-attend my fhame !

Then from its feat polluted let thy fword

To this unfpotted foul re1eafe afford: 17.
So fual!' thefe lids .be c1os'd in welcome fieep,

No longei after fuch difgrace to weep

With eyes caft downward, fearing frill to read

I~ every face abhorrence of the deed',

Know then-thy friend, thy bofom friend, alfail'd

My matron honour, and by force prevail'd: ~76

Then dreading leftJ lhould his crime recite,

The villain parted hence with fpeedy flight.

Thus !he; arid with thefe impious words addreft

Againfr his friend, inBam'dher hufband's br.eaft: liC)

Too eafy of belief, Argeo flew

With arms and freed his victim to purfue;

The feeds of vengeance rankling in his mind,

,Vers'd in the ways, my brother foon he join'd,

Who, faint willh fcarce heal'd wounds, in journeynow,

Pafs'd penfive on1 and little fcar'a a foe. 186

Now
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Now, in a lonely 1hade, with eager rage,

. The baron rufh'd th' unequal fight to wage.

My haplefs brother vain excufes fram'd;

Incens'd Argeo loud the combatc1aiI;n'd" J 90

The one was {hong, with deep refentment mov'd i
The other weak, and much his friend he lov'd.'

Philander then (fo call th' unhappy youth,

The guiltIefs victim of unfpotted truth)

Who fuch a foe with ftrengm unequal found, 195

Was vanquiih'd in the fight, and captive bound.

Forbid it, Heaven! tho' now to juftice led

For guilt fo deep as thine (Argeo faid)

I e'er fhould kill the man I held fo dear,

The man I deem'd to me with faith fincere ~

Ally'd fo late-my friendfhip thus betray'd,

Our caufe before th"impartial world be weigh'd.

As I in love exceU'd when once we lov'd,

So would I ftand in hatred unreprov'd.

Let other punifhment thy deeds attend, 20~

Than death from him who call'd thee once his friend.

Thus he; and on a courfer bade be plac'd

A ruftic bier of branches interlac'd,

Half d~ad thereon the wretched YOUtlli was laid,

And to the c;aftlc:'s neighbouring walls convey'd, !lIO

Where

.. -- ~-- .............- .,.-...-- '-...-:- .----
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Where, in the lone retreat" he lay coilfin'd,

The'penance for his future life. defign'd. ,

Imprifon'd there, he found each lenient grace,

Save only, in excurfion from the place,

To roam abroad; in all befide, he frill '2I~

Found every. !Denial ready 'at his will.

But that abandon'd dame, whofe impious mind

Renev/d th~ p~rpofe the at firft defign'd,

Each day Philander view'd, and as the chofe,

With ready key ,bade every. gate unclofe: g~g

My brother with infatiate will the prefs'd,

And bolder now preferr'd her foul requ~ft.

What more avails thy boafted truth (the cry'd),

Since my report has ret that boait afide ?

In vaih thy virtue due regard may dajrn, 22)

When each infults thee ~ith a traitor's name.

How had thy honour and thy peace been fpar'd, ,

Would'ft thou have given my love its dear reward?

Behold the guerdon of thy mighty pains 1

Of aU thy rigour; 10 ! what fruit remains! 230

Thou dwell'ft in durance, never hence to part,

Till pity foften thy obdurate heart 2

But if thou yie1d'ft-I fame device will frame

To fet thee free, and heal thy wounded fame.

VOL. Ill. F Phiiander

~. -...,._. t _~__
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Philander anfwer'd-Hope.not to prevail; 235.

Nor think Philander's faith fhall ever fail,

Though now it meets fuch unexpe8:ed lot:

Howe'er the world my merits has forgot,

One Power above my innocence can fee,

And, at his will, my foul from trouble free. 240

If all fuffice not--Iet Argeo take

This wretched being, his revenge to flake.

Perchance in Heaven hereafter may I find

That recompence withheld me by mankind;

Wh.en he, who now detefts my hated name, 245

As life fhall teafe .to warm this ':l0rtal frame,.

May to
i

my mem'ry wrong'd at laft be juft,

'And weep his dear companion laid in duft.

Thus oft the fuamelefs woman ftrives to gain

Philander's love, as oft fhe ftrives in vain: 250

Blind with her luft, fhe feeds her flame within,

And hopes, at length, her lawlefs will to win;

Each rack'd inventio~ in her thought applies,

And ponders all her magazine oflyes;

A theufand fchemes, now here, now there, re-

volves, 255
Nor yet on one her wavering mind refolves.

Sis
-,
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Six months elaps'd Lince laft the impious darnel 1
As was "her cuftom~ to his prefence camel

And he"nee he hop'd that time had cur'd her luft-"
" ful flame. ' '

But Fortune, friendly to the wicked~ brought 260

The wifh'd occafion which "llie long had fought;

And gave her, by unheard-of guilt~ t' attain

The purpofe which 1he oft had try'd in vain.

Between her hufband and a baron reign'd .

A hatred, in their houfes long maintain'd : ~6S
Morando was he call'd, furnam'd the Fair>

Who oft, Argeo abfentl would repair }

Within his caftle gates~ and every outrage dare.

But, while the" lord was there, aloof he ftay'dl
Nor durft for many a mile the featinvade. ~7o-

Argeo, to entice him thither, feign'd

A folemn vow to vifit Sion's land.

He feem'd to go, and all who view'a him thought)

That parting thence~ Jerufalem he fought.

Thus went the fame, while to his wife was known

The truth entrufted to her faith alone. ~7-6

At clofe of eve the caftle he regain'd~

And every night within the walls remain'd.

F 2 Wit.lt
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With arms and enfigns chang'd, at dawn of day,

Each morning to the woods 'he- took his way. 280

Now here) now there, with heedful watch he ftray'd

Around his caftle) lurking in the lli,ade,

To mark) if trufting to the well-form'd tale,

Morando durft, as wont) his w:alls aifail.

All day abroad he roam'd, but when he view'd 28S

The light extinguifh'd in the briny flood,

He came) where ftation'd his return to wait,

His wife receiv'd him at a feeret gate. ,

All, faye herfelf, believ'd that many a mile

Argeo travell'd; llie with murderous guile 290

The curft oceafion took,. my brother found,

And with dire fraud her impious willies crown'd;

While fro~'her eyes, for ever brew'd at will,

She pour'd a lliower of tears her breaft to fill. 294-

Where fhall I fly? (ihe cry'd) what fuccour claim

To guard my own, to guard ,my hufband's fame?

But were thy noble friend Argeo here,

Nor this, nor that, would give me caufe for fear.

Thou know'ft Morando well-Argeo hence,

Scarce Gods or men can yield me now defence Joo

Againft the traitor, who) with many a bribe

And menace, would [educe my ~c;nial tribe
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To win me to his wi1l-who~ finee -he heard

My lord no longer in thefe·gates appear'd,

.On diftant travel bent, has dar'd prefume, J0 5
Unafk'd, and hateful, in my fight to come j

But, wete my confort now within my call,

Had kept aloof from this _well-guarded wall.

The fuie he once by diftant meffage prefs'd,

He boldly now has face to face addrefs'd J 310

SQ clofe addrefs'd, I di-ead that future 1hame

And dire misfor~une will attend my name
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Argeo's fame pretended was the }hield,

That held before thy ruthlefs. f.o~l conceal~d.

With th~eLove's theft had Iurk:d fecure from blame.

But with Morando all muft know my ihame. . 330

There needs not this (PhiljUlder cries) to move

A fpirit ever prompt the moil: to prove

For my: Argeo's fake-thy willi explain-­

The faith I once poffefsJd, I il:ill retain.

Whate'er the woes which undeferv'd I feel"

No deed of his, abates my conftant zest :

Peril and death for him I dare oppofe,

Be Fate itfel~ and all the world, my foes.

Then impious llie-Thy weapon, muil: deftroy

The wretch who feeks to poifon all my joy. 340

Fear not that evi1lliall thyfelf betide"

Do thou bu~ firmly act as I {hall guide. .

,Morando will return when riling night

With murky fhade obfcures the fetting light,

While, at a fignal fix'd, prepar'd I wait

Unfeen, to give him entra,nce at,the gate,"": '

Thee willI fafe in feeret ambufh place,

Without a ray the friendly gloom to chace 1

Till, -~rg'd by me, his arms afide to ~aYJ

He to .thy jufti<;e falls an cafy prey.
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With cruelty unheard, the ruthlefs wife

Thus form'd the fnare t' entrap her hufband's life:

If wife the may be calI'd, or rather nam'd

A fiend, wi,th more than fiend.:lik.e rage infiam'd.

When now the fatal night her1hadows fpread; 3S 5
She to her room my wretched brother led;

There plac'd him with his arms and ,trufty {word,

Till 'home return'd the,caftle's abfent lord.

All to her impious hopes in courfe befe! ;

'Tis rare but evil deeds fucceed too well., 360

Philander deem'd in him Argeo's foe,

And at his own Argeo aim'd the blow:

The cruel weapon cleft hjs head in twain, ,

No helm was there the fury to fuftain :

Speechlefs' he fell; and bleeding as he lay, 36S
Without a ftruggle g~oan'd his life away.

Unheard of chance! wQ.en thinking to ~ftow 1
A friend's kind aid, he, with a fatal blow, .

Such greeting gave as fits the deadlieft foe.

The hufband th'us difpatch'd, his murdering fword

~y brother to Gabrio~'sJ1and reftor'd. 37

'Gabtina was her name, who every day

b .born ,to curfe, ~I).d l,ives but to betr:J.Y t
1"4

Coogle
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She who, tin then, conce~l'd th~ porrid truth,

With lighted torch approach'd th' unhappy youth,

. And bade him. view how well his arm had fped, 376.

And fhow'd where lay his friend Argeo dead~

She rIJenac'd then, unlefs his pliant will

The diCtates of her hateful love fulfil,

In'every paFt to make his trefpafs known~ 38G

Which all fhould tdl, and he in vain difown~

So muit he die, with guilt of murder ftain'd,

A public viCtim to the hangman's hand.

~he bade him ponder, tho' to die he dar'd,

If for a fhameful death he ftood prepar'd. 385

PhiJllpder, when his dire miftake he view'd,

Congeal'd ·with horror and amazement ftood:

Rcmorfeand rage to vengeance firO: impell'd

His r~ving thought j and had pot r~afon quellJd

The rafh defign, fuggefting, that expos'd 390

In hoftile walls he ftood, with foes inclos'd j

Though now difann'd, his hand tpe mean~ had}
fpund

To rend her-mangled corfe with many a wound,

Anq with her bleeding members ftrew the gro\Vld..

As when 11 fhip, that in mid ocean fails, 395

prives ~q ~nd fro by two oppofing gales;- _ ..

~etween
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Eetw~en two evils thus Philander .preft

Pebates; at length he fixes on the leaft :

'Befide the certain view of fpeedy death,

He fears with infamy ~o yield his breath, 400

If in the caftle fhould his deed be try'd;

And little time is left him to decide..

Fate urges now the dreadful drau~ht to take,

Though all her arts before could never £hake 404­

His conftant faith: the dread of death, with 1hame~

Compels him, while he loaths her impious flame,

To plight his vow to join with hers his hand,

When both had fafely left the Grecian land.

Thus the foul forc'refs won his forc'd confent,

And with him clofely from the caftle went. 410

Again his home and friends Philander Yiew'd,

':aut infamy in Greece his name purfy'd•

.StilJ in his mind he bears, with thrilling pain,

His lov'd companion by his weapon 'l1ain i

Whence, for a. murder'd friend (ah dire to tell 1) 4 I S
He gain'd a Progne, or Medea fell;

And, but his honour plighted could control,

With powerful ties, th' emotions of his foul,

Her death had follow'd: yet his hatred more

furfl,J'd ~~t lif~, his fword, cOijl'pell'd, forbore. 420

Ne'er

l~_~_r __ , ..
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Ne'e~ was he feen, from that curft hour, to wear

A chearful fmile:: his looks were all defpai"r.

Sighs burft unceafing from his mournful breaft ;

Like young Oreftes by the Furies preft,

In dread avengement for the fatal .deed, 4 25

That made his mother and Egyftus bleed.

Deep, and more deep, grief work'd its canker'd way.,

Till on his bed of ficknefs, fad Philander lay.

The foul adultrefs, who his heart beheld

Still to her flame averfe, indignant fwell'd 430

Tofierce refentment; till her thoughts, eftrang'd

From all her lov~, again to hatred chang'd :

And foon, as ODce againft the baron's life,.

Againft my brother's wrought this impious wife,

From this bad world to fend, with arts accurft, 435

The fecond hufband, as the fent the firft.

A leech the found, far better taught to kill

With poifonous, than with wholefome draughts to

heal j

And him, the drew, by hopes of vaft reward,

With her infernal purpofe to accord, 440

The ftrength of forne enveRom'd juice to prov.e,

And from her loath~ng fight her lord remove.

4 ]oin'<!
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Join'd with myfelf, a mourning friendly band. .
lnclos'd his bed, when with the cup in hand

The lee~happroach'd, and faid the drink he 1?ore 44$

Would foon my brother's wafted health refrore.

But ere the patient could the mixture tafte~

G~briria, with inhuman craft, in haft~

Advanc'd, perchance a witnefs to remove

Who knew th' effeCts of her detefted love; -4-5°
Perchance in ~v'rice to withhold his gains,

The price agreed to recompenfe his pains:

She feiz'd his hand, while to the fick he held

The fatal goblet that the drink conceal'd.

Be not difpleas'd (1he cry'd) if thus I fear 45$

For ORe whofe life I ever held fo dear :

Give me, by proof, to know thou haft not brought

Some potion here with fatai veno~ fraught:

Think not my lord the proffer'd cup fhall take,

Till firO: thy lips the med'cine's trial make. 460
~eflea, fir knight !how Rood, depriv'd of fpeech,

In his own tr~afoD caught,. the wretehod leech:

The time that prefs'd allow'd not to revolve,

.And fix his mind on what he fuould refolve:

Fearful l' expofe his ,guilt, he deem'dit heft, 465

Wi~hout delay, to give th' exaCted teft.

The
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The fick man then, with unfufpeaing thought,

Qpaff'd all the remnant of the deadly draught.

As when a hawk, whofe crooked talons. feel

The partridge that he dooms his fu~ure meal, 407Q

Beholds the dog, late partner of his toil,

Affail, and from his grafp convey the fpoil ;

So this vile leech, by thirft of gain betray!d,

Remains deferted where he look'd for aid.

a unexampled guilt! henceforth on all, 475

Who thirft, like him, forgold, may equaljuftice fall!

The 'deed, ~omplete, the wretch prepar'd to take

His journey home, fome antidote to make,

Ere yet too far the poifan through his. blood
;Had fpread; but fell Gabrina this withftood. 480

She vow'd he muft not yet his patient leave,

Till all the virtue of his drugs perceive.

In vain with.prayers, in vain with bribes, he try'd

To be difmifs'd; ·the traitrefs-hag depy'd.

All defperate now, he fees before his eye 485

Immediate death, nor f1'orn that death can fly.

Then to th' affiftants he the truth expos'd,

Nor could the hag difprove the truth difc1os~d•

. Thus on himfe1f that good phyfician brought

Such evil, as he oft for others wrought. - 490

And
t .
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And now his fpirit followtd, to purfue

My brother's fpirit that before him flew;

While we, who late with freezing horror heard

The truth that by ~he leech's tale appear'd,

Seiz'd on that hag, with fiercer rage indu'd,

Than every howling ravage of the wood;

And in a dungeon 1hut, condemn'd by fire

For all her crimes in torture to expire.

Thus faid Hermonides, and more had fpokt,

To tell how from her. prifon walls 1he broke, SOO

But, fainting with the anguifu of his wound,

He backward fell, half fenfelefs, on the ground;

While two attending fquires, with ready care;

Of branches lopt a ruftic bier prepare:

Here, as he will'd, Hermonides they laid,

And thus, difabled, from the field convey'd.

Zerbino feekst' excufe his lucklefs d'eed,

Much griev'd by him to fee the champion bleed;

Yet, as requir'd from thofe who knighthood claim,

He but ,defended her with whom he came: 510

Elfe had his plighted faith been empty wind;

For when the crone was to his charge confign'd,

Ver. +99. Thus faid HmTlQnides,-] This ftory of Ga­
brina and the phyfician is to be fOWld in the Golden Afs of
Apuleius.
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Be vow'd hiS'prowefs fuould with arms oppofe,

In her behalf, whoe"er appear'd her fQes.

In all beflde, he ftood by deed or word 5151
Prepar'd to aid, with counfe! or with fword,

A knight whofe chance his generous heart de-

plor'd; . '.

The knight return'd-He wi.ih'd him to beware,

And rid his hands of fell Gabrina's care,

Ere her black arts had fram'd f9me guileful train

To make his grief and late ~epentance vain. 521

G:abrina filent fto<?d, with downcaft eye;

For truth connrm'd admits not a reply.

Departing thence, Zerbino took. his way

Where with the hag his deftin'd journey lay, 525
And curs'd her oft, t~ think his arms had brought

Such ill OIl him, whom for her fake he fought..

And lince" her impious life was brought to view,

By one who well her hidden aCtions knew,

His hatred kindled to fo fierce a height, 53&

He turn'd with horror from her loathfome fight.

She, who beholds Zerbino's [ecret mind,

Nor wilt' in enmity remain behind"
.

Ver.524. Departing thenct')~] The poet [peaks no ~ON
mHermonides.
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Bates not ah inch of malice, but repays

His hatred with her own a hundred ways: 535

Black poifon rankles in her impious breaft,

In every feature rancour frands confefr.

Thus in firm concord, as the Mufe has told,

Through the thick wood their friendly courfe they..
hold:

When from the weft the fetting rays appear, 540

The noife of blows and clafhing arms they hear i

. The fign of battle nigh-With,eager fpeed

To learn the caufe Zerbino fpurs his freed,

Nor feems more now Gabrina to purfue- ·544-

,What chanc'd, th' enfuing book reveals to view.

END OF THE .TWENTY-FIRST BOOK.
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THE A R GUM E N T .

•~STOLPHO arrives at the enchanted palace of Atlantes, where,
bytl!e help, of his ho~11t he diffolves the enchantment, and fets

, all 'the prifoners at liberty. Rogero and Bradamant meet ,and

know-each other: They depart together, and are addrdfed by
a damfel, who engages them to undertake the deliverance of a
youth condemned to be put to death. In their way they are
flopped at the caftle of Pinabello, where Rogero joufts with
four knights, who were fworn to defend a law which PinabeU;'

had made, to fpoil all ftrangers who travelled that way. Ro-
•geeo cafts his enchanted flaield into a we!.
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YE cour,te~~s, damfeli! to YQur lovers 4~a.r; ,
,,' Content in love one favour'd youth to 'hear!

Th~~gh rarely~Il)idft the female race, we fi~~
A chofen (ew 'that boa~ a co~antmind i

Ver. I. n (OtjrlIlUS .•ltJils"~l!t_Spcnm feems ,to ha e
ifflitated this, !Uld the;~ of the xxviii.th Bookt in the fol­
loWing pafiage,' wh~re h~ i; about to treat of the wlUlton iieJ1e­
DOfe:

Redoubted knights !U).d ~9~ble dames,
T~ whom I level all my !abQurs e~
Right fore I fear, left with ~W9rtby blatllC$
This odiou$ argumeJ;1tmy rhymes Qloul41bGJ4
pr aug~ your goodly patience offend j

Wtu!es of a lov~y laGY I ~o wt;it~

Wpich W;ith her looie incontinence doth blend
The $hini~ glQry of your fovereign light,
And knighthood foUt denced by a faithlefs knight.

Book iii.<;.~. St. J.

G 2 Be
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Be not difplea~'d, if following thus my tale, .s
Againft Gabrina late I'du'<l to rail

In terms fo harfh, -and frill, fame future page,

Prepare to rcourge her more than impious rage ~

Such as fhe was, even fuch I muft reveal,

Nor (fo my patron bids) the truth conceal: 10

Yet think not hence their honours fhall be loft,

Whofe purer hearts:untainte~faith can boaft:. ~.

Who to th~ J~ws his Lord betraY'd for gain, - .•

Nor leaves on Peter, nor ~:m John a ftain:

Not 'Hypermneftra lefs in famefurvives, IS

Though her dire fIflers fought their hufband~1 lives~

For one, on whofe demerits here I :dwelJ, "

(As wills the 6rder of the tale I tell)' ',.'

A. hundred fhall adorn byhetter lays,

And, ~ike: the :radiant fun, diffufe their' praife. 28

Ver. 15. Not Hypermndlra-] Hypennneftra was one
of the fifty daughters of Danaus, who b.ing conftrained to

marry their kinfmen, the fifty "fans of lEgyftus, all; but Hy­
pemmeftra, at the command of their father, new their huf­
bands on £he wedding night; the oracle having foretold to

Danaiis, that he fhoulci die by the hand of a fon-in-law: but
Hypermneftra faved bel.' AuQland Linus, and oontrived means fOJ.'
his efcape. - See OVID'S EPISTLES,

Hypennneftra to Linus.

Attend.
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Attend the vary'd frory, which to hear. -

I trufrthat many lend a gracious ear.

We left the Scottifh knight, with loud alarms

Of fudden tumult rouz'd, and c1a1hing arms.

Between two hills a narrow vale he found, 25
Whence late before he heard the falchion's found;

But now the noife'was hufh'd :-.There pale he view~d

A knight juft nain, and wel~ering in his blood.

His name I fhall reveal-"though now, to feek

The eaftern clime, no m~re of France I fpeak: 30

The Paladin Aftolpho let us find,

Who 'to the weft his fpeedy courfe defign'd:

We fawhim laft, amidft th' inhuman band

Of warlike: females, clear the hoftile land i

While his pale friends their ready c~nvas fprc:ad, 35
And from the fuore difgrac'd and trembling fled.

Now hear his tale-The knight thofe realms forfook'

An~ to Armenia next his journey took.

Some days elaps'd, he haften'd to furvey

N atolia, then to Brufia held his way i 40

Till courfing on beyond the midland tide,

He enter'd Thrace; by Danube's flowery fide

His03

Ver. 29. His natn( I jhalJ. rt'Utf!/-:] See Book xxiii.
vel;. 281.

..
l
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His rapid progrefs through Hungaria held:

Then, as if wings his courfer's fpeed impell'd,

He pafs'd Moravia and Bohemia's land, 4S

And where the R.hine o'erflows Franconia's {hand.

To Aquifgrana, and to Arden's wood,

He came; to Brabant next his way purfu'd ;

At Flanders th~n embark'd, where.friendly gales

So fill'd the freighted vdfel's flying fails, 50

Ere long Aftolpho reach'd fair Ehgland's fhore,

, And gain'd the welcome port at noontide hour.

He prefs'd hi$ fteed, and reach'd. wi,th eager hafte

Fair London's tow'rs ere eve her {bq.dows caft ;

There heard that many a month its courfc had run

Since age~ Dtho. lay i.n Paris' town·; 5'
That many a baron, 9Y example led,

Ha;d left the land his glorious freps to'tread.

He frrait refolv'd to GalEa to.refort~

And turn'd again to Thames's crowded port. 60
With- hoifted fail he iffues on the tide,

And bids the crew their prow: to Calais guide.

A gale, that gently [eems at firft to [weep

The veffel's deck, and fcarcely curl the deep,

At length" by Dow degrees) incr.eafing plows". ~S

And now" beyond'the pilot's withes, grows

So

1

,
.'J

]
,

I
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So near a frorm, as ClaimS h~ ~jJ.ful care,

The conflia: of the dafhing waves to bear..

High o'er·the furrow'd rea, before the wind,

The bark is driven, and quits her courfe defign'd: 70

N ow on the right~ and now the left the rides;

As her-e, or there, malicious .Fortune guides.

Near Roan, at .len~h, the anchor'd on the ftrand; .

Aftolpho, when he touch'd .the welcome land,

On Rahicano'~ back the faddle pllC'd ; 7S.

His limbs the mail, his fide the falchion grac'd,;

He grafp'd his fearful horn, a furer aid

Than mar1hall'd bands in glittering arms array'd.

Now pafling tRi"ough a wood, he reach'd a hill

Whofe·foot was moiften'd by a cryftal rill; 80

What time the flocks to crop the mead forbear,

. And to the fold or mountain cave tepair.

With burning heat, with parching thirft diftrefs'd,

The helm unlac'd, whofe weight his brows opprefs'd, ...

Amid the brakes his fiery fteed he ty'd; 85#

.Then to the {hearn, for cooling draughts, apply'd

His eager lips; butere his lips eifay'd,

The moiftening ~iquid, from the neighbouring 1hade

A ruftic ftatting fwift, his courfer took,

Leapt on his back, ami turn'd him,from tlJebrook. 90

G 4 Aftolpho,
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Aftolpho, rouzing at the noife, perceives

'rh' infulting outrage, and the fountain leaves.

'.Refentment now the place of thirft fupplies,

..And fwift he follows as the caitiff flies.

The caiti~ led him on in doubtful chace, 95

Nor check'd, and now impell'd his courfer's pace.

At length (purfuing one, and one purfu'd)

They left the foreft, and the palace view'd,

.Where magic fpells, without a prifon, hold

In lafting durance many a baron bold. 100

The ruftic to the palace drives the fteed,

Light as the wind, and like the wind in fpeed•

.A;ftolpho, in his plated arms confin'd,

With heavy fhield encumber'd, lags behind:

, 'Till now arriving, he beholds no more lOS

The hind and courfer he purfu'd before.

He plies his feet within the palace wall, '

£.xplores ir). vain each gallery, room, and hall :

He knows not where the traitor has conceal'd

His Rabicano, that in courfe excell'd 110.
The fleeteft beaft: at length his better thought

Suggefts, that all by magic art was wrought.

Ver. 100. ~Iu.fti"gdkr:fl1I&e-] The ftory of this palace is
~ontinued from Book )Ai. where it is fully defcribed)ver. 54-­
ud feq. .

He
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He calls to mind the book that to' his hand

Sage Logiftilla gave in India's land,

Which ever near he kept,'with heedful care, 115

, A certain guide in every magic fnare.

There full defcrib'd was all the coftly pile,

Each fuange enchantment, and each fecrer guile;

What means the foul magician's arts would qu<tlJ,

And free his prifoners from the potent fpell. 120,
Beneath the threfhold plac'd, a derrionrais'd

The various wonders that the fenfe amaz'd.

The nolle remov'd, where, clos'd the fpirit Jay,

The palace walls would melt in fmoke away.

Thus faid the book; and haftin~ to purfue 125

The great'adventure open'd to his view,. ,

The Paladin advanc'd, with fearlefs pace,

To lift the ponderous marble from its bafe.

Soon as Atlantes faw his hands prepar'd

'['0 fet at large the caftle's fatal.guard, 130

Fearful of what might chance, his reftlefs mind

Againft the champion other wile~defign'd:

By magic;: art, he gives the gentle knight

A different fhapo to each beholder's fight:

]3y this, a hind i by this, a giant feen j 135

By that, a warrior of ill-fuour'd mien j

While
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While ea.ch in him th' illufive image view'd, '

For which he late Atlantes' fteps purfu'd.

"" Impatient to retrieve their honours ftain'd,

All turn'd on him-a fierce determin'd band! 140

Rogero, Bradamant, Grada.fl"o there,

.Iroldo," Brandimart in anns, prepare,

With brave Prafild,o, by the fpell mined,

TG wreak their vengeance on Aftolpho's he;d :

B~t, mindful of his horn, he foon deprefs'd, 145

With chilling terror, every haughty creft.

In happy time the fear-difpenfing breath

Preferv'd the Paladin from infrant death.

SOon as his lips have touch'd the narrow vent,

And wide around. the deafening clangor fent, ISO

Like trembling doves, when through the breaking

!kies

Refounds the gun, each knight affrighted flies ~

Not "lefs th' enchanter old • the ,noife receives j

Not lefs amaz'd the wondrous dome he leaves,

To diftance Hies, heart-ftruck with deep difmay, ISS

Till, dying off, the dre~dful founds decay!

.. ATLANTES.

Vcr. 153. -th' cnch/mter o/d-] Nothing more is heard o(
him till the xxxvith Book, ver..-+6 I •

8 The
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The keeper· and his prifoners quit the walls j

And numerous 'fteeds with thefe forfake their ftalu,

That, not by halters, nor by reins confin'd,

Tnroug;h various paths thc:ir abfent mafters join'd.

While thus the knight his fearful mufic play'd, 161

Nor cat, nor moufe, within the dwellingftay'd j

Ev'n Rabican had fled, but with his hand

Aftolpho, as he pafs'd, the freed detain'd.

And now th' intrepid duke (the fore'rer gone) I6S

From off the threfhold heav'd a wei~hty frone.

An image there he fo~nd, with many a fpell

Of hidden force, that boots not here ·to tell.

Eager to quell the charm, with frequent ftrQk~, .

Whate'er he found, the knigIit in pieces brok~ i 179

Forfo the book (his fure mUruaor) 1how'd~

AI.1d all the palace vanifh'd in a cloud!

Held by a chain of beaten gold, he view'd

Where good Rogero's winged courfer frood j

• ATLANTES.

Vcr. 161. -.;-':'-his ftarful muftcp/oy'd,
Norem, nor mOM}, &c.-J .Such pa1f~s ...

there, that are certainly lu.dicrous and familia,r, ~!i very. differ.,
ent from the genius of Epic writing, will not admit of any eIe·
varion of Ianl;l;uage, andyet ought furely to be preferved, if a
tranfiator rt}eans to exhibit to an Engli01I:~adter tile. features of
his author.

J'hat
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That winged courfer which the wizard - Moor 17 i
Had fent to bear him to Alcina's fhor:e.

For which had Logifrilla deign'd to frame

The reins and bit, with which to France he came ;­

And, borne from diftant Ind to England's frrand,

Had hover'd o'er. vail: traCts of feas and land. 180

I know not if your mem'ry frill retains,

How to the tree that day the griffin's reins

Rogero left, when) bright in naked charms,

Albracca's princefs t vanifh'd from his arms,

And left him whelm'd in fhame-with rapid fpeed 18S

Back to his lord return'd the faithful freed,

Wondrous to fee! and frabled there remain'd,

Till the frrong fpell no more its power retain'd.

No chance than this could yield fincerer joy

To good AfrolphoJ who refolv'd t' employ 190

Th' occafion given new regions to explore,

Oceans and realms by him unfeen before.

He prov'd how well the roatchlefs freed could bear

The flying rider, when through fields of air
,

He late efcap'd from India's fatal lands, 195

Freed by Meliffa from her cruel hands,

, .,

• ATLAN1'ES. t ANGELICA.

Who,
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Who, with infernal arts., his limbs efrrang'd

Fro~ human fonn, and: to a myrtle chang'd.

He faw,how Logiftilla, to reflrain

The docile 1?eafrJ had fix'd the .curbing rein.. .200

~d mark'd the·counfel which the prudent dame

Rogero gave, his furious courfe to tame.

The ready faddle on the fteed he brac'd,

Then in. his mouth the bit and reins he plac'd,

As fuited beft .. for choice of bridles there 20S

He found, which many a freed was wont to wear.

The thought of Rabicano yet detain'd

The knight, and yet awhile his flight refrrain'd.

""V~ll had he caufe to hold the courfer dear i

None better In the lift with refred fpear ZIO

Could run at tilt: with him to Gallia' land

He tr~vell'd faf~ from Egypt's bur .ng fand.

Debating long, Aftolpho now decreed,

With fome well-chofen friend t' cntIuO: the O:eed

Rat,her than leave him an invalu'd prey, 'lIS

For him whom FOJtune led to pafs the way.

His purpofe fix'd, with looks intent he frood,

To mark if hind or huntfman crofs'd the wood,

Who to fome neighbouring town might lead behind

Good Ra:bicano, to his charge confign'd. Z

All

Coo Ie
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. II day he ftay'd, he ftay'd till rofeate morn

ad made, in eaftern fides, Jter wifh'd return,

hen, fcarce the fhadows chac'<i by mifty light,

e faw) or feem'd to fee, a wand'ring knight.

ut, ere I fpeak the reft, I firft fhall tell 2.2S

What to the noble Bradamant befd,

With brave Rogero, when (ditpell'd theIr fear)

IO more the clangor of the horn they hear.

The lovers faw, what, ne'er till then reveal'd,

dantes long from either had conceal'd : !Z30

uch mifts of darknefs o'er their fight he drew,

That neither, till that hom, the other knew.

On Bradamant Rogero fix'd,his eyes;

he on Rogero gaz'd with like furprize.

ow round her waift his eager arms 'he throws, 235

er bll.lfhes kindling like the maiden rofe,

hile from' her lips e<Jch balmy fweet he proves,

The bloffoms of his firft aufpicious loves!

thoufand tin~es thO enraptur'd lovers meet

In fond embrace j a thoufand times repeat 240

Their mutuat vows, while fcarce their breafh contain

The joy that throbs in every glowing vein.

Ver. 225. But, ere I !peak the ryJ,-] The poet returns to

fl:olpho, Book xxiii. ver. 66.

Yet

'q' Coogle
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Yet much they forrow'd, that by magic flight, . J
'rhey liv'd fo long eftrang'd fromeither's fight, .

And loft fo Il)any days of dear delight. ~45 .

While ·Bradamant ruch favour·'d· grace beftows,

As the chafte maid to chafte affetlion owes,

She tells Rogero, :would he hope to prove.

The laft dear bleffings of connubial love,

He from her father Amon (ere the ban4s ~So
_Of facred Hymen join their plighted hands)

Muft gain con'fent, and in the hallow'd ware

W~th Chriftian rites his Pagan errors lave.

Rogero, for his deareft miftrefs' fake,

Not only yields a. Chriftian's namero take, ~S>

Which once his father aJ1~ his uncle bore,

Which all his anceftors profefs'd before;

But vows, for her, in every chance to give

The remnant years Heaven doorn'd him yet to

live.

Behold me fworn, (he cries) at thy defire, 2.60

To plunge in water, or to plunge in fire.

Then firft to be baptiz'd, and n~xt to wed,

Rogtro follow'd as ~~e virgin lec} :

Tow'rds
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Tow'rds Vallombrofa went the martial dame,

, That to an ancient abb~y gave the name, 26S

yrealthy and fair, in hallow'd rituals bleft,

And courteous to receive' the ftranger-gueft.

Now iffuing from "the wood a gentle maid

They chanc'd to meet, whofe looks her. grief be....

tray'd.

Rogero prompt to feel for each diftrefs, 270.
But chief thofe forrows which the fair opprefs;

With pity touch'd the tender mourner view'd,

(Whofe trickling tears her bloomy cheeks bedew'd)

And, greeting mild, befought the caufe to know,

That o;er her f~atures .drew the clouds ofwoe. 275
He fpoke. when, lifting up her hlJmid eyes,

To fpeak hergrief, file fweedy thus replies.

, Ah! noble knight! thou foon filalt learn (file faid)

Why o'er my face thefe drops of anguifu [pread:

I mourn a youth, who, ere the day is paft, 2S0

Muft in a neighbouring caftle breathe his laft.

Ver.26+. 'row'rds Pallomhrofa-] The religious order of
Vallombrofa had its begirming from one Giovarmi Gu~berto, a
Florentine, who, forfaking the world, led a folitary life in a part'"

of the A~nnines called Vall' ombrofa (fuady vale), and built a
church there. FORNARI.

fie
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He lov~d the faireft of the female train,

Whofe fire, Marfilius, holds the rule of Spain.

Cloth'd in a female garb, with foft difguife,

His well-feign'd voice and downcaft bafhful eyes

Bely'd his fex--their loves, awhile conceal'd, 286.

At length ill chance to ftrangers' ears reveal'd:

Each tells his fellow, till at length they bring

(Tale following tale) the tidings to the king.

Laft night a guard fI;om frern Marf1lius came, 290

To feize in bed the lover and the dame:

Thence were they hurried by the king's command, .

And in the caftle walls apart detain'd;

And, ah ! I fear, ere this day's fad decline,·

The youth in torment muft his life refign"

And now to fhun the dreadful fight I 6y: ..
Alive they fentence him by fire to die.

Can e'er my foul again fuch forrows know,

That every future blifs will change to woe,

Oft as I call to mind the cruel flame 300

That prey'd relentlefs on his beauteous fra~e ?

While Bradamarit attends. the mournful tale.
She feels the fympathy of grief affail

Her tender breaft; nor Iers fhe feem'd to feel.

Than if fue trembled fQr a br:other's weal.

VOL. III. H
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Then, turning to Rogero, thus fhe cry'd :

For this unhappy let our force be try'd.

The damfel next fhe footh'd-CoIni>ofe thy grief,

Trull: in' our arms to bring unhop'd relief.

Lead'to yon' waTIs-:'and fhould he yet f~rvive, 310

No earthly powedhall him of life deprive.

No lefs Rogero, than the warlike maid,

, Witit ardour burns to give'the wretched aid.

Theri' to' the d~!lne, from whofe grief-fwelling eyes

-A torrent ftreams"":'Why this delay? (he cries) 3 I S
Not tears avaii in this difa£1:rous £tate,

Conduct us initant to the f~ene of fate;

And here I,~t6' free'him from his foes,

Though fwek'ds' and :fpears, 'by thoufands rang'd,

oppofe:', '

But hence-norrtous-in fruitIefs converfe £1:ay, 320

Till yonden flatiles 1hall mock oUr long delay. '

Thus ho:: 'Tl\e prefence of the 1Varlike pair,

W~e mien and words their dauntlefsfouls de-

clare,

Fair hope rekindlea in'the virgin's breaft,

So late' with farrow and with rear oppreft ; 32-5

Yet pondering. now fueftood which' path to tread,

Of two that- roW'rds the deftin'd 'caftle led.

Should

, I
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Shouid we (Ihe cry'd) the readieft track purfue,

That open lies, extetfded to the viewJ

I truft in time our fuccour might we give; 330

Ere yet the pile the deadly flame receive;

~ut firtce compell;d to take the winding way;

Heavy and rough, 1 fear the dofing day

To end our travel fcarceIy will fuffice;

And; ere we reach the placeJ the vittim dies. 33~

But wherefore tnuft we fuun (Rogero cry'd)

The neareft path ?--and thus the maid reply'd.

Athwart our way a ftately caftIe ftahds,

Which Pinabello, Pontierjs earl, commands j

Who, fcarce three days elaps'd, has fram'd a law 34G

That knights and damfels holds in cruel awe:

Me, worft of men, with every vice is ftor'dj

Son of Anfelmo, Altariva's lord;

From whofe ill-omen'd gate no knight"nor dame 344­

Departs unftay'd, and 'fcapes untouch'd with fhame.

Each thence muft fare on foot: the warrior leaves

His fhining arms; the dame her vefture gives.

No braver knights, thro' all the realms of France,

Now hold, or mahy a year have held, the lance,

Than four, that rank'd in Pinabello's train, 350

Have fworn his lawlefs cuftom to maintain.

Hur
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Hear whence it fofe-and mark the doom unjuft

On noble minds t' impofe fuch impious truft !

In marriage ban~ is Pinabdlo join'd

To one, the [candal of the female kind, 355
Whom late, as with her lord fhe chanc'd to ride,

A champion met that brought to fhame her pride..

Behind the champion, on his freed, was borne,

An aged crone, whom with infulting fcorn

Th' injurious earl addrefs'd: the ftranger-knight

With Pinabello wag'd th' unequal fi!?iht. 361

Him, ftrong in pride, but weak in arms, he ftruck

Headlong to. earth; then from her palfrey took

The haughty fair one, left on foot, and drefs'd

The ancient beldame in her-youthful veil:. 365

The dame difmounted (whom with rancorous mind

In every evil Pinabello join'd)

Declar'd no night nOT day could reft afford,

No future hour behold her peace reftor'd,

Unlefs a thoufand dames, and warriors foil'd, 370

She view'd unhors'd, of veil: and armour fpoil'd.

It chanc'd that day to Pinabello came

Four noble knights) the firft in martial fame;

Thefe knights, with whom but few in arms could vie,

Return'd from realms beneath a diftant tky : 37S
Ver. 360. -thrflrang"...lllight-] See Book xx. ver. 807.

Youni
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Young Sanfonetto; Guido, Savage nam'd;

Gryphon and Aquilant, the brethren fam'd.

Thefe Pinabello at his gate receives

With femblance fair, and courteous welcome gives.

At night, when neep has lull'd each {enfe to peace,

He binds the fOUf, nor will their' bonds releafe, 381

Till all confenting, as his laws prefcribe,

A year and day to dwell amidft ~is tribe,

Shall fwear from knights their fteeds .and arms to

wreft,

And from the ,damfels take their fteeds and veft. 385 '

To this compell'd, with heavy hearts they fwore;

And not a champion, to this fatal hour,

Has yet been found their vigour to fuftain,

Who prefs'd not, at his length, the fearful plain.

Full many a champion there his fall receives, 390

And, ftript of arms, 01'1 foot the caftle leaves.

tTis fix'd, that he who firft with lingle force,

Shall pafs the bridge, alone muft run the courfe %

But fuould fuch lance againft the ftranger fail,

The reft united muft his ftrength affail. 395

Reflett, if each can boaft fu~h nerve in fight,

What three muft prove, when three their fpears unite.

Ver. '376. roun$ SanJonetto-] See Book xx. ver. 76'9.

H 3 III
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III flJits it us, whofe hafl:e forbids our fl:ay~

In fuch a ftrife to hazard new delay.

For grant, th~t 1)ere your arms attain fuccefs, 40<1
As fure your warlike looks prefage nq lefs,

Yet much l fear, ere evening lludes arife,

. Th~ youth, for whom I weep, unaided dies.

'R-ogero then~'Tis ours, with ready ~ealJ

What honour bids, undaunted to fulfil; 40t

The reft let Heaven direct, er Fortune guide~

What pow'rs fo~'et in thefe events prdide.

To thee the fequel of the jQufts qlay fuow

How far our aid proteCtion can befl:ow

On him, who (as thoufay'fl:) in youthful prime, ,PQ

Is doom'd to death for fuch a ven~al crime.

• Thus he-No more reply'd the gentle maid,

But tqrough the nearefl: way the pair con,vey'd :

Not pafl: three miles their journ~y they pldrfu'd,

When now the caftle's bridge and gates they view'd.l

Where arms and vefts are left, where valu'd life 416

Is put to hazard in the dangerQus fl:r~fe.

The ready warder~ on the rampar~s plac\l,

Twice rung ~he warn1ng-rwhen'. bt'h,old I in hafte"

On a low freed an ancient fire appear'd, .4~a

And, a~ h~ ca,rpe~ his voice bef9re was he~rd~

Ho~da

~ -
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Hold, ftrartge~s" hol,d!, (he, thuli began to fay)

Here ftop, and here the fine exaCl:ed pay:

If yet you know not-let me npw reveal

Our law-and t~enhe fought their law to teJl, 425

And next t' enforce, with accents fage aHd grave,

That counfel, which~o every knight he gave.

Yon lady ~f her veft, my fons, bere~ve ~ ,

And you (he cry'd)y@ur arms a!1d courfen leave: "

Nor think" by'dreadfulperils here inclQs'd" ' 430

With four fuch warriors, fafe, to ftand -oppos'd ~

Arms, vefts, and courfers we with. e.ak ,obtain,

But life, once loft, what ,prowefs can regain?

Ver. 428. nn lady ofher' vdf, my Jons, bereave; .
Andyou (he cry'd) your arms and courflrs lcave:]

Thefe kind of laws .occur perpc;tuaUy in the old romances, and
feveral fuch are to be fOW1d in Spenfer, particularly one, whereby
knights and ladies pay toll of their beards and hair.

. .

Ver. 432. .drm.r, vefts, rqzd, COlliers, &c.-J Not wUiJce
. thefe l!nes in \he fpeech of Achilles to the ambafladors in the

IXth Iliad:'

Loft herds and treafures we by arms 'regain,
And fteeds lUU'~vaH'd OR ,the dufty :plllitt i

But from our lips .tine vltaHpirit fled,
Returns.no more to wake the fuent dead.

POPE, ver. 5i8.

H4 Rogero
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Rogero cut him fhort-Forbear to fhow,

In fruitlefs prelude, what prepar'd we know. 435

No more-I come to prove, if what my will

Afpires to att, my attions can fulfil.

Arms, freed, and vefr, I ne'er to others yield

For empty threatenings in ~ untry'd field j

And well I truft, for founding words alone, #0

My partner never will refign his own.

But give me to behold them face to face,

Whore ftrength muft purchafe, to my foul difgrace,

My arms and freed-o'er yonder hill we haile,

Nor longer here the precious hours can wafte.. 445
To whom the fire-La! iJfuing to the plain

One warrior comes-nor were his words in vain.

High on the bridge" appear'd a noble knight,

In crimfon furcoat deck'd with flowers of white.

Now Bradamant Rogero fu'd to truft 450

With her the flrft fair honours of the joufr"

From his high feat to hurl the knight, who wore

The mantle red, with flowers embroider'd o'er.

In vain fhe fu'd, Rogero this deny'd :

Conftrain'd to yield, fhe ment frood befide" 4SS
To view the courfe, while on himfelf her knight

T,ook all the hazard of the dubious fight.

Rogero

,.

l
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Rogero then enquir'd the warrior~s name,

Who foremofr from the caftle's portal came.

'Tis Sanfonetto (thus the fire reply'd) 460

I know th' embroider'd fcarf with E:rimfon dy'd.

Now Pinabello itTu'd from the gate,

And .round their lord his thronging menials wait"

All well prepar'd of arms and freed. to fpoil

The haplefs knights that fell within the toiL 46S
Swift to the courfe each harpy champion' prefs'd..

And firmly held his ponderous "[pear in. reft,

,Huge, knotty, long, in native forefts bred,

The tough afh ending in a fteely head.

Of thefe. full [tn had Sanfonetto brought, 470

From neighbouring woods-of thefe, in lances
wrought,

He fix'd on two; in brave Rogero's hand

The one he plac'd, and one himfelf retain'd.

Now here, now there, impatient of delay,

Each filent wheels his fteeda different way: 475
Then turning fwife,· with levell'd fpears, they meet"
The field wide-fhaking to their courfers' feet.

Againft their fuields unerring aim they took:

.Jtogero's fhield receiv'd, unhurt, the ftroke :

Atlantes'
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Atlantes' buckler, whofe enc~anted light ~

With powerful fplendor clos'd the gazer's fightJ'

Which f\:ill, unlefs' by dangers gr.eat .afi"ail'd,

The knight ben~th a filken covering v-eil'd•.

Not fo the ad;ver~ lhiel~. wqofe ~rtal mold

COuld :not againfr the furious tourn~y hold. 48S
As with:a.tb.under-bolt the fpear impell'd,

:R~jch'd the ftuAn'd, a.rm that fcarce the b~ckler

hdd:a
.And Sanfonetto, with a grievous wound

Forc'd from his feat, fell headlong. to the grou~.

The firfr was he, of all the facial tr.aia 490

Compell'd .this ruffian ufage to maintl!in~

That yet had fail'd a frranger to defpoil.

Or from his fea.t difmounted, preil: the roil ~

Who laughs to-day, fome future day may mourn,

And find to frowns the (miles of Fortune tU1"n. ~2~

Again. the 'Warder rings th' alarm, and calb
The remnant three to quit the callIe walls.

Meantime it chane'd, tR&t Pinabello came

To noble 'Bradamant, and fought th~ name ,.

Of him W.hafe valour thus in arms ex:ceWdl 5~

Who thus the ckampion of his caftk quell'd.

Eternal
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Eternal Heaven. to give his crimes the ~eed

They well defery'd, condutl:s him on -the need

Which, fcarce eight months e1aps'd, the ~retch be"

fore

From Bradamant, by murderous treafon, bore: 50$

When, if your mem'ry ttill the tale recall,

In Merlin's tomb he let the virgin fall;

What time theihatter'd pole receiv'd her weight,­

,J\nd Heaven referv'd her for a happier fate.

The generous heroine with a nearer view • 510

Her courfer faw, and foon the traitor knew;

His well-known voice recall'd, his every look

Jntent file mark'd, and to herfe1f fhe fpoke.

La! this is he, who once my death defign'd,

Now hither brought his p.ue reward to find. 5I S
At once file threatens-to the-fword applies

Her eager hand, and on the caItiff flies..
Between his ca-ftle and the recreant ~night

She cuts off all retreat, nor can his flight

A.va~l to _reach the gate; as to his den 52.0

. The fox" retires befet by dogs and men.

pefencelefs, pale, before the martial maid,

~e feeks, with coward cries, the woodland fhade :

With
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With trembling heart he fpurs his rapid fteed,

And hopes alone for fafety from his fpeed. 525

The Dordon dame purfues, with all the zeal

Ofjuft revenge, and whirls her fatal free!;

Now at his fide or bofom aims the wound:

The tumult echoes, and the woods refound.

But at the caftle Pinabello's crew 530

Nor heard his clC\mours, nor his danger knew:

There every eye was fix'd, there every fenfe

Rogero's conflia held in deep fufpeofe.

And now the three remaining champions came

From forth the fort; with thefe the vengeful dame

Who fram'd that bafe device; while every knight 536

Blufti'd with a ftngle foe to wage the fight;

And rather wifu'd to die, in fame unfrain'd,

Than meet a conqueft fp ignobly gain'd.

But fue, who firft th' unequal jouft defign'd, 5....0

T' enforce th' obfervance, bade them call to mind

How each had {worn, by every folemo tie,

'For her revenge their frrength combin'd to try.
But if my fingle weapon can fuffice,' .

T' unhorfe yon' warrior (Savage Guido cries) 545

Thus fuall I jouft !-be mine the fingle ftrifc,1

And if I fail-exaCt my forfeit life.

Gryphon

i

-~
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Gryphon and Aquilant alike demand

To meet the ihanger fingly, hand to hand.

To thefe th'imperious dame-Why thus delay 550 .
In vain debate the bus'nefs of the day?

i brought you here yon' champion:s arms to take,

Not other compaa:s, other laws, to make.

Why urge not pleas like this, ere yet ye fwore

T' obferve my will, when firft within my power; 55S'
Not when th' occafion calls you to maintain

Your promife given, nor make that promife vain?

Thus they-Behold (Rogero eager cries)'

The knights and dame !-if ftill you feek the pri:t:e

Of armour, freed, or veft, why this delay 560

To feize with valiant force the offer'd prey?

The matron there impels each t~rdy knight j

Here ftorms Rogero, and demands the fight..

Compell'd at length, though fill'd with generous rage,

All rufu at once the {hanger to engage. , 565

Firft rode the brother chiefs, whofe lineal name

From the high Marquis of Burgundia came:

Then mounted on a fteed of heavier pace,

JJehind them Guido Savage held his place.

Rogero with the fpear to combat drew, 570
The fpear that Sanfonetto late o'erthrew :

His
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His nervous arm the fated buckler bore;

Which in Pyrenes 'hills Atlantes wore ,;

Th' enchanted buckler; whofe refiftlefs light

At greateft need prderv'd the noble knight: $7;
Y:et only thric~ th~ wondrous aid he try'd,;
And only thrice the fhield its aid fupply'd :

Twice; when the joys of fhamefu11ife he fled,

For feats where virtue every bleffing fhed j

The 1aft, when in the billowy main he left 580
The raging orc, of precious food bereft. t

Save thefe alone, in every chance betide,

A veil was wont the dazzling orb to hide j

At eafe remov'd, whene'er the dangerous hour

Requir'd'the heIpof more than mortal power. 581
Well-fenc'd by this, he ru{h'd with warlike heat

Againft the three that came his force to meet:
Not more he fear'd each warriorls threat'ningfpear,

Than boldefthearts the weakeft infants fear.

At Gryphon now Rogeroaim'd the thruft, 59d

Above cl1e buckler's verge, the' furious Jouft _'

His helm confefs'd; on either hand he reel'd.,

, Till, falling from his fte~d, he prefs'd t~ field.

Ver, 578. the joys ofJhamefullift hefted,
Forfeats where 'Uirl"'.c, ekc.] Se~ Book viii. and

x. wheiehe ufes the fhield againft the falconer that oppofes his
_ flight from Alcina, apd where it is employed againft her fleet.

Againfl:

I

I

j
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Againft Rogero's buckler Gryphonfent

The fpear, that;erring from t~ :knight's intent~ 59)
Struck ~ cli' impafiivc orb- with fruitlels fo.uml, .

And, hiffing, glanc'd actors the polifh'd round;'

The veil it re~t, and freed" tlie magic rays: '

Advancicg Aquilant receiv'd the blaze; " .:; -: .

On Guido Sav.age next, who c'ame the lair, .'. 000 .

The wondrous t~ge its' beamy fplendor cali.,"' '.
All fell-but litil~ yet Rogero knew' . .

The fini1h~djouft,and fwift his, fal:chioo drew;, ,

Then wheel'd his fteed, when on, the ground he

view'd

His fenfel¢fs [{les with little force fubdu'd J . 6°5.

Knights, {quires, and each that Iffu'd' to the plaii1,

The nUillerous foot, and all the female train. .­

Alike he faw, as if in battle dead,

Low on the field each warriQr-courfer fpread :

Till, ,cafting down' a carual glance, he [py'd 6,IOJ_.
From his left arm, dependent at his fide, .

The veil that frill was wont the light to hide:

Sudden he turn'd, and fought with ailxi6uJ care

His boforp's heft belov'd, the mar-tial fair, ',' ;

Her whom he left, where, plac'd,apart, ~e flood

To mark the tilt begun; but when he vlew'd :616

The
7
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The fair no more, he deem'd her coune was bent

Tofree the lover, and his fate prevent,

Who, while the ftay'd t' attend the ~aftle's ftrife,

She fe.ar'd in flames would lofe his haplefs life. 6~o

Among the reft he. fees :the 'gentle maid,

Their fair conduClrefs, deep in number laid:

Her in his arms he rais'd, and plac'd before

High on ,his freed, the penfive warrior bore: 62.4­

Her fcarf he took, and' wrapt with this, conceal'dI
The buckler's blaze; the blaze no more reveal'd,

The vi~gin foon her heavy eyes unfeal'd.

Rogero's features flufh'd with rofy fhame,

His'down..caft looks his feeret thoughts proclaim J

He fears ~hat all his former deeds are ftain'd 630

By fueh a conqueft fo ignobly gain"d•.

Where fhall 1 turn? (he cries) how eIeanfe .away

The infamy Qf this ill-omen'd day?

The triumph here atchiev'd each tongue fhall tell,

Not due to valour, but tQ magic fpell. 635

Thus he: with generous wrath his bofom glow'd j

When, what he fought, fpontaneous chance beftow'd.

Far in a wood's furroonding gloom he found

A cryftal well, that funk beneath the ground:

4 Hither,

,

J
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Hid!e" ~eh hted tierd's th'eir' (oti~ ro}'f*e~ t4<J

Opprefs!& with heat the}f came dleir' thirib t!o ltake•.

Rogero tlienw.-No more fuaU (cOrn- or M~eJ
From thee~ (j lhidd! ari-fe to taint m~i ftlft\1d:-
N 0 -lon~}-'mine7*'i l\6te; (uch~ai'm's forego,-

Nor- motte: to thee will fhameful' fucc:our O\ft!. 6.#
Thus- he'j' and'1Wift! alighting as' he:fpoke-,.

-With generous WJlath a· craggy" frone· h~ took- i

To dii~ the' buckler,. we~l-fecur'd), Ire, ry'd~ I
And to the well confign'dl-Liether~ (he <!ry'd)

-And with tihee- there my foul' dilhonou,- hide. 650

r>eep was the' well, arid high the-wam'S fweU'd,.

Ponderom- the fuHt(f, atilt pDndel'Ou! wa,. the fhield :

At onde- it fUhk,- a; ~d' the_ bOttofh- gave" -

And f\ldden o'er' it clos'd·me limpid· waIVe. 654
Soon Fame divulg'd; rh~ deed, with t'rumpet's'fourld~

Thro' Fratlctj thro' Spain, thra? every region round.. .­

From tongue to tongue it fpread; and; many a'train

Of noble knights' ~pir'd the- prize to gain.,

In vain they fought the rorefr, "here, concea1"d

From human fight, remain'd the precious 1hield : 660
The dame who blaz'd the tale, refus'd'to tell

What fecret wood contain'd the fatal well.

VQL, III. I Whell
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WheQ brave Rogero from the caftle pafs'd,

Where, wi~h fuch little frrife, to earth he caft

The ,knights of fillabc:llo's guard, and left 665

The va,Jiant four of frrength and fenfe bereft;

The light remoy'd, each ~ye unc1os'd appear'd;

~ach from the ground his limbs aftonifh'd rear'd t

All day they commun'd of the wondrous fhield,

That every fight in magic numb~r f~'d. 670

While fuch difcourfe they held, the news a~riv'd

Of Pinabello, late oOifc depriv'd:

Of Pinabello fiain were tidings brought ~

But yet unknown what hand the deed had wrought~

.Deep in a vale, with gloomy woods conlin'd, 675

The martial dame the recreant warrior join1d .i '

Where, in his panting hreafl: and bleeding fide~

A hundred times the v~ng~ful bl~de fhe dy'd.i

And from her feat the hateful fpirh chac'd,

:Whofe impious deed~' ha:d all the land difgrac'd. 680

Then with that freed, which late with guileful art

The traitor tQOk, fue 4aften'd tq depar~

Ver. 673" When hrave Rqgero, ~c.] ~e refum~s th~ ftory
pf Ro~ero; B~k xxv. ver. ~8~' .
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And join her knight, but now explor'd in vain

Her former way, and rov'd o'er hilI. and plain

With travel long, while Fortune yet deny'd 685

To lov'd Rogero's fight her courfe to guide.

But he that hears my tale with grateful ear,

Mutt to th' enfuing book the reO: defer.

ESD OF THE TWENTY·SECOND a~~.

I 2
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THE ARGUMENT.

BltADAMANT, after Ute death of Pinabello, 10Ces herfelf in a

wood: She is met by Aftolph~ who, preparing to take lUi
Bight on the· griffin-horfe, entrufts her with the care o~his

hone Rabicano. Bradamant meets her brother Alardo, and
goes with him to Mount Albano, from which place lhe iCnds
Hippalc~ her maid, on a melrage to Rogero, with hi$ horfe
Frontino, which is afterwards ,taken from her by Rodomont.
Zerbino, travelling with °Gabrina, finds the dead body ofPina­
bello: He is accufed of the murder, and led to be put to death.
The arrival of Orlando and lfabella. Meeting of the~
-lovers. .Mandricardo overtakes Orlando: their battle.Or.­
lando, parting from Zerbino and lfabella, comes to the grottcl
¢ere Angelica and Medoro ufed to meet. The manner in
which he difcovers the whole ftory of their love j which dif.
etOvery ends in the total deprivation of his fenfes.
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TWENTY-THIRD BOOK.'

OF
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I F man to man his friendly fuccour lends.

It rarely proves but fair reward ,attends

Each ge(lerous deed j at leaft we thus enfuie

Our future peace, and Heaven's regard fecure.

Who wrongs another, foon or late fhall find S .
The punifhment for evil deeds afIign'd.

The proV'erb holds, that oft man's wandeting tra~[f

¥-ach other meet j but mountains fix'd remain.

Ver. 7. 'The prO'Verb holds, tbat oft marls wandering train
EQ(h other meet jbut mOuntainsfix'd remain.]

From the jUlcient proverb, Mons (um monte non miJcetur. The
rneaning of this rather uncouth pafrage is, that though mountain$
never meet, yet: men, who ate ever wandering from place f~

place, may unexpeaed1y meet,with thofe to whom they have
clone a good or ill turn, and find either thei,r punUbmont or their
reward. ..

i·

I 4 Bdlold,



110 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXIII.

JQ

The3

Behold the fate on PinabeUo brought,

In due return for all the ili he wrought; 10

While gracious GOD (who ne'er beholds unmov;d

wWt ~uffa~s I,lndeferv',d the gpiltfef, pr6v'~)

The virgin fav''C! j and ever faves the juft,

Who, prefs'd with forrow~, place in him their truft.

When Pinabello deem'd the noble maid

Ilil wrelch~ ri&im, in the cayecn'd 14ade

Alive entomb'd, he little fear'd to view

Her vengeful .arms his ruffian guile purfue j

Where ~ugbt aYail'd J1is near paternal feat,

T' avert the vengeance he Wall doom'd ~ meet. 26)

'Midft ravage mounta.in, Altaripa lands,

Fail: by the confipes of Pontieri's lands i

The hoary earl AnfeImo's fair domain:

.Of him was borQ, of unpropitious ftl'ain"

The ~r'tch, whom now CO 'fcapc from Clam;lOGt's

fword 2$

No fr~~ a1f~, no pow~" reliefaffQrd~

.Beneath a hill the gen~rou5 dame affai1&

His worthlefs life, and foon her arm prevails

,.A..g~intt 3 fp~, ~l1a~ nO pefence pr~p~res, .­

But heartIefs cries and unavailing prayers.

'q' Coogle-
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The !trjl.i.tor :Oai.n, who oncellerd.eath dd\gn'd, 1
Sbe turn'4 again ·her deareft knight .to find.,
Whpm late Dle left infulife .\lnequ&1 join'.d:

But envious Fortune through -the dreary .1hade,

By windieg paths,her wanderi-ng .fteedcQll:rey~d;; J'
And to the woodland's deep l'(lced"e6 ie4,
What time, at (WI-{et, ·eve her fhadG~ {pread.

U nknow,ing where til' awroaching wghtw pai, '
She ~hecks.herreins, and Qn the verdant grm,
Beneath the covering trees, her limbs fhe throws, 4~

To ,cheat the tedwus hours with fhOl't repofc i

Now 'watch~s Venus, Saturn, Mars, or Jove,

With every wandering ftar that ihi.ne5 above ~

But from her fleeping fenre" or waking~

Her dear Rogero never is disjoin'd.

She fighs to think revenge her {ol.il cC)\ild move

Beyond the fpfter daims of faithful love.

Infenfate rage lias fever'd me (fhe cries)

From all ~ hold moil: dear-Unheeding eyes!

That,when I firft my treac::herous foe purfu'd., .S~

].1ark'd not the tracks of this perplexing wood:

Then had I known in fafety to return,

)qor here been loft, dejected a.nd forlorn.

In
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In words like there {he mourns without relief;

And now 1he broods in Glenee o'er her g~ief; - 5S
"While winds of fighs, and floods of tears, that 1hake

Her gentle bteaft, a cruel tempefr make.

At length the long-expeCted morn appears;

When frreaky light the grey horizon cheers.

She takes her freed, that graz'd befide the way, 60

And, mounting, turns to meet the rifing day.

Not far {he pafs'd, when ilfuing from the wood,

She came to where the wizzard's palace frood,

Where once, with many a fraud, Atlantes' power

Had long detain'd her in his magic bower. 6S
Afrolpho here {he met, who lately gain'd

The griffin-ft~ed, and but his flight reftrain'd

For Rabicano's fake, till chance {hould give

Some trufty friend, his courfer to receive.

The thoughtful Paladin his face difplay'd 70

Withovt his cafque, when through the mifty fuade

The valiant Bradamant her kinfman knew,

And, greeting fair, impatient nearer drew;

Ver. 66. 4ftolphl-] The griffin-hone came into the po{­
fdion of Aftolpho in the xxiid Book, ver. 173, where he de.
filoys 1bc enchanted dwelling of Adantes.

Declar'd
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Dec1~r'd her name, her cOTering helm uribe'd,

Reveal'd her features, and the knight einll>rac'd.'1~

,TQ Ot~o's fon-, who foughtfome tnIfty friend' .

To whom he might his Rabicancommend,

No friend could Fortune, at his prefent need,

Like Bradamant fupply, to keep the freed

Till his return; and, when his flight was o'er, 8e.

. ,.Again in fafety. to his hand r~frore.

Their greeting done-.Too long I here delay

My purpos'd voyage through a tracklers way;

(Afrolpho c'ry'd)--then to the maid he told

His flight defign'd, and bade his freed behold. 85

She faw, but faw incurious what before

Her eyes pa~ feen, when from th' enchanted tower.

Atlantes' ha,nd the flying courfer rein'd,

And with the maid a combat firange maintain'd.

She calls to q:tind the day, on which ihe view'p. 90

The parting pinions, and his courfe purfu'a

Wit~ iharpen'd fight, when, foariQg to the Ikies,

He bore Rogero from her longing eyes.

Aftolpho tells, that to her friendly care.,

He Ra~icano gives, beyond compare ,95

Firft in the courfe, whofe fwifmers leaves behind

':The arrow parting on the wings of wind;

• ASTOLPRO.
To"

;:.....
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To her his ponckrous mns he meaDS 110 give.
And wills her at Albano thefe to leave

'I"".ill his return ~ nnce annoar might 'be fpar~d, 100

Or aught, of weight that could his Bight retard..
His fword and horn he ftili retain'd; thoughweH
His horn alone could cv~y danger quell.

,To Bradamant he ga'V¢ the goideiliance,

Which once the fon of Galaphronto France 10)

From India bro~ght,whofe hidden pGWN WBS ruch,

1" unhorfe each champion with its magic touch.

Aftolpho now beftrode the winged horfe,

And nowly through the air -impell'd his CGurte,
Till Bradamant, who watch'd his"upward flight, 110

All in a moment loft him from her fight.

So from the port the guiding pilot freers,

Who dangerous fands and rocky {hallows fears;

But when he leaves the rocks and fands behind, ,

He 1hifts each fail, and fcuds before the wind. t!..5
The duke departing thus; the martial maid,

In deep fufpenfe, awhile in mence weigh'd

The means to Mount Albano thence to beat

Her kinfman's fteed and implements of war.

Vcr. II6. The duJu titptlrting-] He Jetums fA> AiloIpIa&,
Book xuiii. ver. 701.

For
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For noW) with. fond·~efire,. her bofom burn'd .~

To' fee Rog~ro) in bis: abfcnce' mourn'd~.

Whom (yet deny'd to meet) her anxious mind,

At leaft in Valtombrofa hop'a to find.

While filent thus £he ftood in penfiv~ mood,

It chanc'4 apeafllnt on the way £he view'd, 1~S<

And. him·1b.e bade Aftolpho's armour take,

And plac6·thew.eight on Rabicano's back;

Then·lead the.courfer, which the burden bore,

With that· wh~h Pinabello rode before.

To Vallombrofa. now £he fought the way, I3()'

Butt:doubtful of the track, £he fear'd to ftray

FroIn where £he Wifh'd j nor knew the peaflmtwdl

The country round'; and thus, as chance befel~

.A. path £he took, and through the foreft wide

At. random ftray'd,. without a friend to guide. 135

At, noontide hour. they left the covert £hade,..
And on a hill a caftle near furvey'd

Of ftately fci~e ;. the virgin at the view

Beliervld-inthis,fue.Mount Albano knew :.

And Mount A:lban~ther~the dame beheld, I¥T

In,which her mother and her- b.rethren dwell'd•.

This·when.{1re'found, a [udden dread'opprefr

lier heart, that flutter'd in her tender breaft.

Her
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He~ coining known, fhe fear'd the prefnng train

Of friends and kind~ed would' her Reps detain,. 145

Where fue, a prey to love's confuming fire,

Might view no more the lord of her defire ;

No more at Vallombrofa hope to meet

Ber dear Rogero, and their vows complete. ' .

,Awhile in doubt the maid her thoughts revolv'd;

At length from Mount Albano fhe refolv'd 15'
T' avert her fteps) and thence her journey bend

To where the abbey's hallow'd fpires afcend.

-But Fortune foon, in ,this pUl{uit, bereft

Her breaft of hope; for, ere the vale file left, 155

she on Alardo fudden chanc'd to light,

And fought in vain t' elude her brother's fight.

This

Ver. 156. -.J.Vardo-] One of Bradamant's brothers. Ro­
mance writers give different accounts of the genealogy of the
houfe of Clar~ont. Take the following as moll·confonant to

Ariofto. Of Guido of Antona, fon of Buovo and OrIandina,
daughter of the King of Langues, were born Bernardo and
Chiaramonte-CClarmont). The laft died young without iH'uc;
and his parents, out of regard to his mfIlory, gave the name
of Clarmont to their caftle, and called their ranwy' by 'the

, '

fame name. Bernardo Qad eight fons, fIX legitimate, arid
two natural. The legitimate were duke Arnon of Dordo~;
Buovo of Agr'llllont, or Agrifmont; Gerardo of Roffigniol;
Leone (LC~), afterwards pope; Otho king of England; ~.f

. ~ilQ
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This youth had ftation'd many a warlike bandI
Of'horie and foot, which, at the king's command,

H~ lately rais'd from all the neighbouring land.

Return'd, he chanc'd his fifter hereto meet J -161

With feeining joy the pair each other greet;

And now, in friendly converfe, fide by fide
- .

Together join'd, to Mount Albano ride..

Thus to her native feats the fair return'd, 165

. Where Beatrice had long her-abfence mourn'd

With fruitlefs tears, and fent, with anxious pain,

To reek her through the realms of France in vain.

But what are all the joys file here may prove,

.Her mother's fondnefs, or her brethren's love, "170

l\1i19 of Anglantes. ne natural fons were Anfefigi, and
Elfroi, by fo~e called Sanguino, and Dado. Amon had, by
JUs wife Beatrice, five fons, Guichardo, Richardo, Rinaldo,
Alardo, and Richardetto, and qne d:!.ughter named Bradamant;
and, accQrding to Ariofto, he had by Conftantia one natural
fan, afterwards called Guido Savage. Buovo of Agrifmont had
~o legitimate fons, Vivian and Malagigi; and one natural fon
called Aldiger, who entertains Rogero at the caftle of Agrif­
mont, in" the ~th Book. Milo of Anglantes was father to the
celebrated Orlando. Of Otho, king of England, was born M­
!o1phQ, P1!= Enj1;li1h duke.

See qyADRIO della Storia d'ogni PoefIa.

<;yropar'd
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Compar'd to happinefs fo late poffeft,

Whet lov'd Rogero clafp'd her to his breaft!

Herfelf reftrain'd, the purpos'd one fbouJd beat

To Vallombrofa, with a faithful carc,

Her greeting kind, and tell him how) detain'd.. "1'$
S,he with reluCtance from his fight remain'cL;.

And urge' (if need to' urge him) for her fake

The name of Chriftian knight baptiz'd to take;

Then.woo her friends his amorous fuit t' approvej

And tye the knot of hymeneal love. f!<1

By this her me1renger, his generous freed
She meanttof~which,fam'd forftrength andfpecd'..

Rogero priz.'d j. for through. the Pagan·land~)

And all the realms the Gallic lord command~,

\Vith him RO freed an equal' glory c1aim:'d, I'S'S

Sa.ve Brigliadoro and Bayardo fam'd.

When good Rogero on the winged- horfe

Was borne aloft, a ftrange and fear~t11 courfe,

Vcr. 186. Stml Bngliodor6 tmtl Boyordo-]

--,....,ne {otto il fignor Gallo,
Piu beldefhier di quefto, 0 piu gagliardo,
Eccetto Brigliadoro folo e Baiardo.

The poet {eems here to have for~otten Rabican, Afi:olpho's
horfe. .

. Vcr. 187. JrhmgoodRogm,&c.] See Book iv. Vel. 321.

He

J
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He left Frontino, which the martial dame

Receiv'd in truft (Frontino was his name), 190

And fent to Mount Albano, where, at large,

Wanton he rov'd, or fed beneath her charge·

In plenteous ftaBs; or when he felt the rein,

Was gently pac'd along the level plain: 194-

Thus, pamper'd high in eafe, and nurs'd with care,

.Hisfhining 1kin more. fieek, mere noble feem'd his

aIr.

And now fhe urg~d her virgins to divide

The pleafing ta1k: each virgin foon apply'd

Her ready 1kill, and wrought, of golden thread,

A coftly net, which o'er a pall they fpread 2,00
. .

Of lineft filk, and on the courfer plac'd,

With trappings gay, and rich embroidery grac'd.

A maid fhe c~ofe, oflong-experienc'd truth,

Whofe mother, Callitrephia, n\}rs'd her·youth

From infant years: to her fhe oft confefs'd 205

How far Rogero all her foul pofiHs'd;

Full oft his beauty and his valour prais'd,

And every grace above a mortal's rais'd.

To her fhe fpoke-Whom fooner fhall I truft

Than thee, Hippacla dear, difcreet and juft ? 210

VOL. III. K In
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In whom,' like th'ee, 'of aU my traM "(the cry'd),

Can I thoe 'mdrage ·of my heart C'o'pfide ?

Hippada (fuch the fai'thfuhiamfd~ name) -

Was nOw dilinifs!d j and, by th'e l'Ove-:ftck dame

Inftrutted inh'er way, receiv'd, it large, 2IS

To him (her bofOrh"li lord) 'this tender charge:

To fay; that white in promife late {he fail'd

To reach the abhy"'5 Wall's, no 'Change prevail'-d
In what fhe wifh'd j but Fortune, that has frill

The fovereign rule of illl, 'OppOs'd her will. 2.20

Thus '{he j then bade die damfd mount her !teed)

Ami by the golden reins Frontino lead:

But fhould f},1e, in lier travel, C'harrce 'to fii\d

'A wretch fo fenfe1efs, 'or ·fo bale 'Ofrnind,

To feize the fteed, {he wiU'd her but to tell 2.25

The c()urfer's lord, his fo1ly to repel:,

For eVery 'knight ihe deem~d, whate'er his fame .

In arms, muft tremble at Rogero''S name.

Much more Ihefaid, and by her trufty maid

'To lov'd Rogero greetings kind convey'd j 230

Which, tre~fur'd in her mind, without delay

Hippa1ca bade .farewel, and iff'u'd on her way.

. Ver. 231. Hippoka badefarewe~] He returns to Brada­
mant, Book xxxi. ver. -1-1.

For

i

I
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For teJllong miles the maid her journey held,

Thro~gh J,eaten path, thick wood, or open field:

One noon of day, defcending from a height, 235

As Oil il narrow pafs 1he .challc'd to light
I

Stony and rough, fierce RodomoRt fln: view'.d,

Who arm'd, <m foot a guidimg dwarf purf\l'd :

On her tb.e .crud! Pagaa .caft his ey.e,

And loud Wafphem'd th' eternal Hierarchy, 240

T.o ·find a freed fa ftately and f(j) fair

Without his lar.d, beneath a damfel's care.

Late had he fworn, his arm the goodly horfe,

He firft: fhoulcl meet, w.ould feize by lawlefs force.. .
La! this the firft, and never could his need. 245

Attain the conq.ueft of a nobler .tl:C1ed.

But fince ro take him from a he1plefs maid

Honour forbade, awhile in dGubt he ftlly'd s

With eager looks he .ftood, and, gazing, cry'd,

Why art thli)u .here without t~y wllrJike guide? 250

0! were he here (Hippacla faid) thy mi.nd

Would foon forego th~ purpofe it defign'd:

Ver. 233. -ten long.miles-] In the xxvith Book, on the fame
occafion, Ariofto fays thirty miles-a little flip of memory.

Ver. 237. - ft""e ROMmmtfbe view'ti,] See Book.xviii•
• er. 230. where Rodom6nt, led by a dwarf, goes ill f~h of
Mandricardo and Doralis.

•

.K 2. Who

. .,.
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Who this beftrides, excels thy arms in fight,

And through the world fcarce breathes fo brave a

knight.
What chief(return'd the Moor) thus treads the fame

Of others down ?-Rogero (faid the dame). 256

Then he-The fteed I mine can nobly make,

Which from Rogero fam'd in arms I take j

A~d 1hould he feek his courfer to regain,

I here defy him to the lifted plain. 260

The weap~n's choice be his-this prize I c1aim- .

War is my fport, and Rodomont my name!

Where'er I go, 'my fteps he may purfue,

My deeds !hall ever point me forth to view:

I !hine by my own light, and mark my' courfe 265

With tracks more fatal than the thund~r's force.

Thus he j' and turning, as thefe words he faid,

.The golden bridle o'er Frontino's head,

Leapt in'the feat, and fudden left behind

Hippalca, weeping with diftrefsful mind. 'l.7 0

On Rodpmont her threats an~ plaint !he bends:

He hears, regardlefs, and the hill afcends ;

Led by the dw,!rf, rage flu!hing on his cheeks,

He Doralis and Mandricardo feeks j

While

~ - ',j



B.XXIII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 133

While the fad maid his flight indignant views) 275
And from afar with railings vain purfues.

Some other time fhall fpeak what thefe befel:­

Here Turpin, from whore Rage the tale I tell)

Tur.ns to the land) where bleeding on the plain

I:.ies the foul traitor of Maganza Gain. 280

When Amon's daughter from the place in hafre

Had turn'd her freed) and through .the forefr pafs'd i

Thither) by different ways arriving) came

The good Zerbino) and her rex's fhame ••

. He fees the body lifelefs in the vale) 28 S
And tender thoughts his noble breafr affail.

There Pinabello lay; and) drench'd in blood)

Pour'd from fuch numerous wounds the crimfon

flood,

It feem'd a hundred foes) in cruel. frrife,

Hadjoin'd their fwords to end his wretched life. 290

.. GABRINA.

Ver. 277. Some other time /haD fpeak- ] He returns to Ro­
"domont, Book xxiv. ver. 695. and to Hippalca, Book xxvi.

ver·401 •

Ver..28I. 1Pben Amon's daughter-] See the beginning of
the prefent Book, ver. 31.

Ver. 284. The good Zerbino, 'andher Jex's /home.] See Book
xxii. ver, 23.

K3 The
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The knight of Scotland was not flow to trace

The track of horfes' fe~t, that mark'd the: place,

In hope to fin~ where from purfuit had fled

Th' unknown aframn of the warrior dead:

Meantime he bade Gabrina to remain, 29S

And there expett his quick return again.

Now near the [cene of death Gabrina drew,

Exploring all the corfe with greedy view i

For ftill to every other vice 1he join'd

The deepeft av'rice of a female mind: . 300

And, but lhe knew not to conceal her thefc,

Her hands rapacious had the knight bereft

Of every [poil i the [carf embroider'd o'er

With gold, and all the glittering arms he wore.

A belt of coftly work fhe [afely plac'd 305

Beneath her veft, conceal'd arountl her waift:

'Twas all 1he could i and, while of this polfeft,

The beldame griev'd in heart to leave the reft.

Zerbino, now return'd, who, through the wo~d,

With fruitlefs [earch had Bradamant purfu'd; 310

The day declining, [wift his courfe addrefs'd,

With that dire hag, to find a place of reft. ,

Two miles remote they to a caftle came)

(Fam'd Altariva was the -eaftle's name)

4 A~
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And here they fray'd to p~fli ~~' approa~hing nig.ht~

That quenc~'d t~e fplendor of departing light. 316

Here fc~rce arriV'd, on every fid.e ~h~y hear

The voice of loud la;mentli invade t~e~~ ear,

And tears they f~e froql every eye-lid f~U,

As if pne cornman woe had feiz'd op, all.' 320

Zf:rbino afk'Q. wh~t cCl-ufe their ::J.!lg1J~fi1 wroug~t ;

And heard of tidings tp A.llfe~ql9 brQught,

How, 'twixt two mount;tins, iu a fh~QY deH,
His fan, his Pinab,dlo, murd~,r'd feU.

Zerbino, doubtful of fame ~vil nigh, 325

Withdraws apart from ~very prying eye:

He deem'd their farrows m1Jll: his death bewail,

Whom late he faw lie bleeding in thevq.}e.

Soon came the bier with Pinabello de~d,

While torches rQund their [olemn fpJepdor fued,

To where the thickdl: ranks l~menting frand, 33 ~

Raife the furill cry, and wring the mournful hand;

,Where every eye is fiU'd with gufuing woe,

.4nd -down the beard the trickling currents flow.

-hbove the reft, fee, impotent in grief, 335

The wretched father mocks each vain relief;

While ~ll, as facred cuftom each invites,

Prepare, with pomp, the laft funereal rites;

K 4 Such
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Such as of old were wont the dead to grace,

But now forgot by this degenerate race. 340

The herald from th~ prince declares aloud

The fovereign will, and to the murmurin'g crowd

Proclaims, that vaft rewards the man £hall gain

Who tells the wr~tch by whom his fon was nain.

From tongue to tongue the fpreading tidings flew,

From ear to ear, till all the city knew: 346

At taft they reach'd the hag, whofe fury fell

Not bears or tigers of the woods excel ;

Who now Zerbino to deft-roy prepares;

\Vhether through hatred that the knight £he bears;

Or that her impious foul afpir'd to £how 351
A human breaft that mock'd at human woe;

Or whether greedy gain her purpofewrought ;

The prefence.of th' affliCted earl £he fought;

There firft with plaufive fpeech his ear amus'd, 355
And good Zerbino of the deed accus'd ;

Then' from her lap, to prove the ftory true, J
The coftly belt produc'd in open view,

Which, feen, too well the wretched parent knew.

With tears, his hands uplifting to the fkies, 360

Thou £hall not peri£h unreveng'd.......he cries;

Then



B. XXIII. ORLANDO EURIOSO. ,137

Then bids furround the houfe.-With furious zeal'

The people, rouz'd, obey their ruler's will j

And while no danger ncar Zerbino knows,

He finds himfelf a prifoner to his foes, 36S
Giv'n to Anfelmo's rage, when funk to reft

Refrefhing neep his heavy eyes deprefs'd.. ,

Him in a darkfome cell that night detain'd,

They kept in fhackles and with bolts reftrain'd,

Condemn'd to fuffer for imputed guilt, . 370

In that fad valley where the blood was fpilt.

No further proof there needs the faB: to try j

Their lord has fehtenc'd, and th' accus'd muft die.

When from her couch Aurora made return,

With many-coloured beams to paint the morn, 37S

The populace, as with one voice, demand

The prifoner's life, and prefs on every hand .

With horfe and foot; Zerbino thence they led

T' atone the blood another's hand'had {bed..

On a low fteed the knight of Scotland rides, 380

His noble arms dofe pinion'd to his fides,

And headcaft down; but GOD, whoftill defends

The guildefs, that for help on him depends;

Already watchful o'er the warrior's ftate,

Prepares to fnatch. him from iinpending fate. 385'

6 ~~~
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Orlandu thither c;omes~ and comes to (av~

The prince from {h~me and an untimc;ly grave:

Along the plain he view'd the [warming crews

That to his death the wretched champion. d{~w.

Galego's daughter, Ifabella fair~ 390

With liim he brought, who~ from the watery war

And bulging veffel"fav'd, was doom'd, at l;l,nd~

Th' unhappy captive of a lawlefs ba~d;

She~ whofe lov'd form Zerbino's heart paffefs'd~

M.ore dear than life that warm'd his faithfu\ breaft-•

. ' OrlaQdo, (lnce he freed th~ gentle lllaid~ 396

. Had watch'd" befide her with a gu:udian's aid.

When on the fubjeCl: 'plain her eyesfue bent,

She afk'd Orlando what the concourfe meant:

"Tis mine to learn the caufe-the warrior [aid, 400

Then left his charge, and down the mountain fped4

The throng he joill'd j when, from th' ignoble train,

Zerbino foon he fingled on the plain;

And by his outward looks at once divin'd

The chief a baron of no vulgar kind; 405

Approachiag near, het afk'd hi~ caufe of fhame~

And whither led in bands, ,and whence he came.

Ver. 386. Orltrndo thitbe,. (f)11IIS-] See:Book xiii. ver. 292.
lJbere Ocltndp q~ lfabella under his proteilion, having de­
livered her frE>~ the outlaws..

At
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. At this, his head the mourning champion rear'd,

And, when .the Paladin's demand he 'heard,

With b~ief reply his pjteous tale difc1os'd, 04:10

In truth fincere, that foon the earl difpos'd,

For his defenc:e, to combat on his fide,

Who, guildefs of the charge, unjuftly dy'do_

But when he found that Altariva's.lord

The fentence paft, the noble fufferer;s word' 4 1S
Stood more confirm'd; for in Anfelmo's breaft

He deem,'d that juftice ne'er her feat poff'efs'd•

.Between Maganza's houfe, ahd Clarmont, reign'd

A lineal hate, from fire to fon maintain'd.

Then to the herd he turn'd with threat'~iIlg cry: 4~O

Ye caiti~ bands! releafe the knight, or die!

And who is he (faid one to prove his zealj

In lucklefs hour) that thus with words would kill i

Well was his menace, were our feeble frame

Of wax or ~raw, and his confuming flame. ....25

He [aid; and ran againft the knight of France;

And him Orlando met with refted lance.

That glittering armour, which the night before

The fierce Maganzan from Zerbino tore,

Now proudly' worn, c-outd not the death prevent,

Which from his fpear Anglante's warrior rent. 43'

On
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On his right cheek was driv'n the pointed wood.,

And though the temper'd helm the point withftood,

The neck refus'd the furious ftroke to bear; .

The bone [napt £hort, and life diffolv'd in air. 435

At once, while yet the [pear remain'd in rell-,

He pierc'd another through the panting breaft ;

There left the lance, and Durindana drew,

And midft the thickeft prefs refiftlefs flew.

Of this, the fkull i.n equal parts he cleaves; 440

That, of his head at one fierce {hoke bereaves:

Some in the neck he thruft-a moment's fpace.

Beholds a hundred dead, or held in chace.

A third are ,:{lain, or fly with fea.r opprefs'd ;

His thundering.falchionknows nor paufe nor reft. 445
This quits.his helmet; that, his cumbrous £hieldj

All caft their ufelefs weapons on the field.

Some leap the foffe, fome [cour the broad-way fide;

In forefts fome, and fome in caverns hide:

That day Orlando gave his wrath the rein, 450

And will'd that none £hould there alive remain:

As Turpin writes, from whom the truth I tell,

Full fourfcore breathlefs by his weapon fell.

The throng difpers'd, he to Z~rbino· prefs'd,

Whore anxious heart yet trembled in his breaft : 455

What
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What words can fpeak Zerbino's alter'dcheer,

Soon as he faw his brave deliverer near?

Low had he fa11'n, and proftrate on the ground J
Ador'd the knight, from whom fuch aid he found j

But to the fteed his feet with cords were bound.

Orlandq no~ his limbs from £hackles freed, 46 I

And help'd him to re(ume his warlike weed,

"Vhich late the captain of Maganza's tr.ain

Had worn in battle, but had worn in vaih.

Meanwhile Zerbino Ifabella view'd, 46S

Who on the neighbouring height attentive ftood,

Till peace fucceeding new to war's alarms,

She left'the hill, and, bright in blooming channs,

Approach'd the field, where, when {he nearer drew,

In her his beft-belov'd Zerbino knew: 470

Her, whom from lying Fame he mourn'd as loft '

In roaring billows on the rocky coaft.

As with a bolt of ice, his heart became '

.i\.11 freezing cold j a trembling feiz'd his fram.e :

But foon a feverifh heat fucceeding, fpread 475

Through every part; and dy'd his chec:ks with red.

Love bade him ru£h, and clafp her to his breaft j

But reverence for Anglante's lord reprefs'd

• His
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His eager wifh and, ah! too fure he thought

Her virgin grace the ftranger's foul had caught. 480

From foJ'llOWS tlaus to deep~ farrows alit,

He finds how '-em his mighty joys are paft::

And better oould he bear to lore her charms

By deat~ (han ftt hee in another's arms:

But moO: to find ha- in his poWer he griey'd, +35

Whofe fword f0 bte his threaten'd life reprie¥'d :

, No other .knight (how,e'.er in battle prov'.d)

Had pafs'd uo.qttc:ftion'd with the maid he lov'd.

But what the earl had wrought that glorious day~I
Impell'd him ,every .gra.tefttlrneed to pay, +90

,And at the.champion'5feet his head fubje6bed lay.

Thus journeying on, the knights and princely

maid,

At kngdl difmount~ near a fountain ftay'd :

The wearied eaN reJeas'd his laden ·brow~, .

And bade ZerbinG -ther-e his helm unalofe. 495

Soon as the ;fair 'her le.ver's face efpies,

From her foft cheek the rofy,colour flies,

Then fwift ·returns-fo looks the humid flower

When Sol's' bright beams fucceed the drizzling

{hower:

Carelefs
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Cardefs of aught, Ole runs with eager p:u:e, _500

And c1afps Zeraino with a dear embrace i

There, while in filence to his ne<:k {he gtoWI,

Tear follo'wing >tear, hi6 face ~d breaft o'erfio~.

Orlando, by their fide, atrentive ftands,

Their meeting matks.. nor other proof demallds '50S

That this unknowA) who late bis fucrour prOT'd,

Was prince Zerhin~, ·by~ .dame bdov'd.

Soon as t~e fair-oAe rais'd iJJer vc>i'ce.tJO{~

(The dr<>ps yet :hanging on hertleBder-dreek).

Her grateful lips no other cC>\dd .proclaim, 5 to. .

Than the fuB praifes ofOrland.o's lUlme,

His valorous fuceour f<>r her fake beftow'd,

And every courtefy the warrior fhow'<l.

Zerbino, who fo tov'd the princely maid,

.Her good with his in equal fcaleshe' weigh'd; 'SIS
Low at hi-s:knee the'generous earladar'd,

Who in one day had 'twice :his life reftor'd.

Ver. 500. -}he runs with eager pace, &c.] It 'may at
fuft appear' extraordinary, that this dikovety fhould not have
happened before, as, by the poet's words, Zerbino maybe [up­
pofed to have declared his name to Orlando when the Paladia
fufi: accofted him; but, it mufi: be obferved, in defence of Ari­
Dfto, that Ifabella was 1\ot then pretent, being left by Orlando on
the bill during the battle.
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Thus they: when fudden from the neighbouring

brake

,They heard, with ruftling found, the branches lliake-;

Each to his naked head his helm apply'd ~ 520

Each feiz'd the reins j but, ere he could beftride

His foaming courfer, from the woodland came,

Before their fight, a champion and a dame.

The knight was Mandricardo, who purfu'd

Orlando's track, till Doralis he view'd : 525

But when the warrior from her numerous band

Had won the damfel with his conquering hand,

The zeal grew flack that urg'd him to obtain J
Revenge on him, who on the bloody plain

Had Manilardo quell'd, and young Alzirdo flain.

He knew n?t yet the fable chief, whofe might 531

Had rais'd his envy, was Anglante's knight j

'Though him his deeds and fair report proclaim

A wandering champion of no common fame. ;

Him (while befide unrrtark'd Z.erhino ftood) 535

From head to foot fierce Mandricardo view'd,

And, finding every fign'defcrib'd agree,

Lo! thou the man (he cry'd) I willi to fee.

Ver. 523. -a fhampion and a dame.] SeeBooJc xiv.
ve,r. +90.

-"
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Ten days my anxious fearcb, from plain to plain~

Has trac'd thy courfe, but trac'd till now in vain ~

So have thy deeds, in all our camp confe(l:, 541

With rival envy fir'd my fwelling breaft,

For hundreds fent by thee to Pluto's {hand,

W)lere fcarcely one efcap'd thy dreadful hand;

To tell the numbers which thy weapon flew 54)

Of Tremizen and Norway's valiant crew.

I was not {low to follow; with thy fight

To feaft my eyes,! and prove thy force in fight.

Full well inform'd, I know thy fable drefs j

Thy veil: and armour him I feek confefs. 5SO
But 'Were not fuch external marks reveal'd,

And didil: thou with a thoufand'lurk conceal'd,

Thy bold demeanour muil: too furely tell .

That thou. art he in battle prov'd fo well.

Thee too no lefs (Orlando thus reply'd) $$S
All muil: pronounce a knight of valour try'd •

For thoughts fQ noble never {hall we find

The tenants of a bafe degenerate mind.

If me ~hou c;om'il: to view-indulge thy will~

U nloofe my helmet, and behold thy fill! 560
But having view'd me well, proceed to prove

(vyhat moft thy generous envy feems to move)

VOL~ III. L How

)
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How much in arms my prowefll may compare

With that demeanour thou haft held fo fair.

'Tis there I fix; my willi (the Pagan cry'd) j 565

My firft demand is fully fatisfy'd.

Meanwhile the earl from head to foot explor'd

The Tartar round, but view'd nor axe nor fword if

Then afk'd what weapon muft the fight maintain~

Should his firft onfet with the lance be vain. 570

Heed not my want (he faid)"':"this fingle [pear

Has often taught.my bra~ft fo.es to fear.

A (olemn oath I took, no fWOJ'd to wear,

.Till Durindana from the earl I bear:

Him through the world I fuek-for fuch my vow,

When firft I plac'd this helmet o'er my brow j 576

Which, withtbefe arms, I conquer'd-all of yore

By HeCtor worn, a thoufand years before.

This fword alone was wanting to the reft,

How ftoI'n I know not; but of this poffeft" 'S8q

'Tis raid the Paladin fllbdues his foes,

And hence his courage more un,daunted grows'.

But let me once his arm in combat join,

His ill-got fpoils he quickly 1hall refign :

Yet more-my borom glows with fierce defire S8;

T' avenge the, death of Agrican, my fire,

Whom
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Whom bafe Orlando· flew in treacherous frrife,

N or could he elfe have reach'd his noble life.

The earl, no· longer filent, ~ern _replies:

Thou 1y'ft, and each that dares affirm it, Iyes. 590

Chance giv~s thee what thou feek 'ft-Orlando view

In me, who Agrican with honour flew.

Behold the fword thou long haft wifh'd to gain,

And, if tbou feek'ft, with glory may'ft obtain ~

Though jufrly mine, yet will I now c~ntend 595

With thee my claim, and to a tree fufpend

The valu'd prize,. which rightly thou fhalt take,

If me thy force can flay, or prifoner make.

He faid; and inftant from his fide unbrac'd,

And Durindana on a fapling plac'd. 600

Already now they part to half the fpace,

Sent from the bow a whizzing fhaft cali trace:

Already each on each impels his freed,

And gives the reins at freedom to his fpeed:

.t\lready each diretl:s his fpear aright, 60S
Where the clos'd helmet but admits the light.

The ath feems brittle ice, and to the 1ky
·With fudden cralli a thoufand fplinters fly.

The ftaves break thort-yet neitherknightwould yield

O,ne foot, one inch-then wheeling round the field,

L 2 Again
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Again they meet, and with the vant-plate rear, 61 1­

Firm in each grafp, the truncheon of the fpear

That yet remain'd-thefe chiefs that once engag'd

With fword or lance, like ruftics 'now enrag'd~

Whofe blows difpute the ftream or meadow's

right, 615

With {hatter'd ftav~s purfu'd a cruel fight.

Four times they ftruck, the fourth the truncheon

broke

Clofe to the wrifr, nor bore another {hoke :

While either knight, as mutual fury reign'd,

Alone with gauntlet arm'd the frrife maintain'd :

Where'er they grapple, freely plate and fcale 621

"f.hey rend afunder, and disjoint the mail :

Not ponderous hammers fall with weightier blows,

Not dafps of iron ftronger can indore

With griping holdo-What now remains to fave

The Pagan's honour who the challenge gave i 62.6

O~ what in fuch a fruitlefs fight avail'd,

Where more th' affailant fuffer'd than th' alfail'd?
"

Each nerve exerting, with Orlando clos'd

The Pagan warrior, breaft to brean oppos'd, 630

Ver0 6I I. ~the 'l)ant-plote-] The part by which, the
{pear was held.

In
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Without his prefence fearful to remain, 655

His .flight to trace, {he turns her p.alfrey's rein.

The haughty Pagan~ as his courfer Hies, .

N ow foot~es, now ftrikes, and now with angry cries

He threats the beall, as if with fenfe indu'd,

Who, mindlefs of his lord, his way purfu'd.660

Three miles he bore, and ftill had borne the knight,

But that a croffing ditch oppos'd their Hight:

There fell both man and horfe : .the Pagan ftruck

Againft the ground, but from the dangerous fhock .

Efcap'd unhurt j and here conolud·es his fpeed: 66S

But how: unbridled {hall he guide the fteed ?

Him by the ruffled mane, in furious mood,

The Tartar feiz-'d, and now debating ftood

W·hat courfe to take.-To whom the damfd cry'd,

Lo! from my palfrey be your need fupply'd j 670

Bridled or loofe, mine, pa.tient of command,

Obeys the voice, and anfwers to the hand.

The Pagan deem'd it ill a knight became

T' accept the proffer ~f the courte·ous dame j

But Fortune, wont her kindly aid to give, 67S

Found better means that might his wants relieve,

And (oul Gabrina to the place convey'd,

Who, !ince her guile Zerbino had betray'd,

Ver.678. -Zerbino hadlittray'tl,] See ver. 346 ofthis Book.

Shunn'd

j
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Sl~unn'd every aranger, like the wolf that flies

The hunters' voice, and dogs' purfuing cries. 680

This beldame now the youthful vefrments wore,

Which PinabelIo's dame had worn before;

She prefs'd the {addle (late her gorgeous [ean

And unawares the-Tartar chanc'd to meet.

King Stordilano's daughter ., and her knight, 635

Beheld with laughter fuch an uncouth fight i

The drefs ill fuiting her unfeemly fhape,

And wither'd features, like a grandame ape!

From her, his courfer's bridle to fupp~y,

He takes the reins j then, with a fuouting cry; 690

Her palfrey drives', that to the foreft bears

The trembling crone expiring with her fears,

Through rough or even paths, o'er hills and dales,

By hanging cliffs, deep ftreams, or gloomy vales.

But let us to purfue her tale forbear, 695

When brave Orlando better claims our care•

. Bis faddle now repair'd, and every need

Supply'd, he mounted on his warlike freed:

lI! DORAI,IS,

Ver. 695. But let us topurJu~, &c.-] Gabrina is again in­
troduced, Book xxiv. ver. 254.-Mandricardo and Doralis ap­
pear again, Book xxiv~ v~. 416.

Li Awhile
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Awhile he fray'd, in hopes, ere long, to view 1
fIis foe'return, the combat to renew i 700

At length refalv'd.the Tartar to purfue. . ~

Yet, ere he went, as one whofe deeds exprefs'd
I

The faft eff"ufians of a courteous breaft,,

With gentle fpeech, fair finiles, and open look,

He friendly leave of both the lovers took. 7C!JS
Zerbino mourn'd to quit the generous chief;

And Ifabella wept with tender grief:

The noble earl their earnefr fuit refus'd

To 1hare his fortune, and to each excus'd

What honour muft deny; for greater 1hame, 7IQ

He urg'd, could never ftain a warrior's name,

Than, in the clay of glorious frrife, to make

A friend his danger allld his toils partake.

He thep befought them, if the Pagan I~night

(Ere him he met)fuould chance on them to light, 715
To tell him that Orlando meant to wait

Three days at hand to end the ftern debate,

So late begun; ~nd thence direCt his courfe

To where Imperial Charles encamp'd his force,

:Qeneath the numerous b,anners rang'd, and where

The Tarta:r ~rince ~o reek him might repair~ 7'1-1.·

Thi!i

-.;
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This done: as each his feparate fortune guides~

Zerbino here, and there Orlando rides: '

:aut ere the valiant earl the place for~ook,

JIis trufty falchion from the tre~ he took. 7'15

The windingcourfe the Pagan's freed purfu'd

Through the thick covert· of th' entangled wood~ "

J>erplexjd Orlando, who, with fruitlefs pain,

Two days had follow'd, nor his fight could, gain;

Then reach'd a ftream that through a meadow led,

Whofe vivid turf an emerald carpet fpread, 73t

Spangled with flowers of m~ny a dazzling hue,

Where numerous trees in beauteous order grew,

Whofe fhadowy branches gave a kind retreat

To flocks, and ~aked fwains, from mid-day heat. 73$

With ponderous cuirafs, fhield, and ~e1m oppreft.

Orlando foon t,he welcome gales conf~fs'd i

Al'!d entering here to feek a {hort'repofe,

In evil chance a dreadful feat he chofe ;

A feat, where every hope muft fade away ,740

On that unhappy, that detefted day.

There, cafting round a cafual glance, he view'd

full many a tree, that trembled o'er the flood,

V~r. 723. Zerbino bere, and there Orlando rides:] Zerbino
~d !fabella appear ae;ain) B~~ xxiv. ve..\". lOS. '

Infcrib'd
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Infcrib'd with words, in which, as near he drew,

The hand of his Angelica he knew. 74f

This place was one, of many a mead and bower,

For which Medoro,. at the fultry hour,

Oft left the fhepherd's cot, by love infpir'd,

And with Cathay's unrivall'd queen. retired.

Angelica and her Medoro, twin'd 7SO

III amorous pOOes on the fylvan rind,

Ile fees; while every letter proves a dart)

Which love infixes in his bleeding heart.

Fain would he, by a thoufand ways, deceive'

His cruel thoughts-fain would he not believe 75S '
What yet he mllft-then hopes fome other fa;t

The name of his Angelica milY Qear.

But ah! (he cry'd) too furely can· I tell

Thofe charaCters oft feen and known fo well-

. Yet fhould this fiction but conceal her love~ 7~

Medoro then may bleft Orlando prove.

Thus, felf-deceiv'd, forlorn Orlando frraYIi

Still far from truth, flill wanders in the maze

Of doubts and fears, while in his breaft he tries-

To feed that hope his better fenfe denies. 765

Vcr. 747. - MedIJYIJ, at the fultry hlJur,-] See Book~
YCr.. 251.

So
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SO the poor bird, that from his fields of air

Lights in the frauciful gin or vifcous fnare,

The more he flutters, and the fubtle wiles

Attempts to 'fcape, the fafter makes the toils.

Now came Orlando where the pendent hiU, 770

Curv'd in an arch, o'erhung the limpid rill :

Around the cavern's mouth were feen to twine

The creeping ivy and the curling vine.

Oft here the happy pair were wont to wafie

The noontide heats, embracing and embrac'd j 77S
And chiefly here, in[crib'd or carv'd, their names

Innumerous witnefs'd to their growing flames.

Alighting here, the warrior penfive frood,

And at the grotto's ruftic entrance view'd

Words by the hand ofyoung Medoro wrought j 780

And frelli they feem'd, as when his amorous thought

For blirs enjoy'd his grateful thanks exprefs'd,

And fieft in tuneful verfe his paffion drefs'd.

Such in his native tongue might fnre excel,

And thus, in ours transfus'd, the renfe I tell. iSS

Hail! lovely plantS, clear ftreams, and meadows

green j

And thou, dear cave, whofe cool fequefter'd feene

.No

•
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No fun molefts! where fue, of royal ftrain,

Angelica, by numbers woo'd in vain,

Daughter of Galaphron, with heavenly charms, 790

Was oft enfolded in thefe happy arms !

o 1 let me, poor Medoro, thus repay

Such boundlefs rapture; thus with every lay

Of grateful praife the tender bofom move,

Lords, knights, and dames, that know the fweets of

love; 795

Each traveller, or hind oflow degree,

Whom choice or fortune leads this place to fee;

Till a\1 {hall cry-Thou fun, thou moon, attend !

This foun~ain, grotto, mead, and fhade defend! '

Guard them, ye choir of nymphs I nor let the [wain

",Vith flocks er herds tbe facred haunts profane! 80 I

Thefe verfes, in Arabian written, drew

The knight's attention, who their idiom knew:

To him full well was many a language known"

But chidly this, familiar as hisown:- 80~

Such kn~wledge fav'd him oft, in diftant lands,

From wrong and {hame amid the Pagan bands 1

But,ah! no more th' advantage {hall he boaft~

,That in one fatalholJr fa dearly coft !

Three

I

'-.I
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Three times he reads, as oft he reads again 810

The cruel lines; as oft he {hives, in vain,

To give each fenfe the lye, and fondly tries ' -

To difbelieve the witnefs of his eyes; "

While at each word he feels the jealous [mart,

And fudden coldnefs freezi~g at his heart. 815

Fix'd on the frone, in ftiffening gaze, that prov'd

His fecret p.angs, he frood with looks unmov'd,

A feeming ftatue! while the godEke light

Of reafon nearly feem'd eclips'd in night:

Confide in him, who by experience knows, 8~~'

This is the woe furpailing other-woes!

From his fad brow the wonted cheer is fled,

Low on his breafr declines his drooping head;

Nor can he find (while grief each [enfe o'erbears)·

Voice for his.plaints, or moifture for his tears: 825 .

Impatient forrow feeks its way to force,

But with too eager hafte retards the courfe.

As when a full-brimm'd vafe, with ample waift

And fiender entrance form'd, is downward plac'd,

And {binds revers'd, ,the ruiliing waters pent,· 830

All crowd at once to iffue at the vent;

The narrow vent the itruggling tide reftrains,

And fcarcely drop by drop thebubblil\g liquor~rains.

He
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He wiihes-hopes-beli~esfome foe might frame

A falfehood to defile his fair-one's name; 835

Or with dire malice, by the, tainting breath

Ofjealous rage, to work his certain death:

Yet he, whoe'er the foe, his fkill had prov'd

In feigning well the charaCters belov'cl..

When now the fun ~ad to his fraer's reign 840

Refign'd the fkies, Orlando mounts again

His Brigliadoro's back, and foon efpies

The curling fmoke from neighbouring hamlets rife:

"lHIe herds are heat:d to low, the dogs to bay;

And to the village rrow his lonely way 845

Orlando takes j' there pale ~nd languid leavei

His Brigliadoro, where a youth rec~ives

The generous courfer; while, with ready hafte,

One from the champion has his mail unbrac'd ;

One takes his fpurs of gold; and one from ruft 850

His armour fcours and cleanfes from the duO:.

La I thi~ the cot, where feeble with his wound

Medoro lay, where wondrous chance he found.

No nourifhment the war.rior here defir'd;

On grief he. fed, nor other food requir'd. 8.55
He fought to reO:, but ah ! .the more he fought,

New pangs were added to his troubled thought:

Where'er
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. Where'er he tUFn'd his fight~ ·he ftill defcry'd

The hated words infcrib'd on every fide.

He would have fpoke, bue·held his peace in fear 360

To know the tl'mh he dreaded mof\: co Rear.

The gentle [wain, who mark'd his feeret grief~

With cheerful fpeech to give his pains relief,

Told all th' adventure that the pair befel~

Which' oft before his tongue was wont to tell tl61

To every gueft that gave a willing ear;

For many a g_ueft was pleas'd the tale to hear.'

He told, how to his cot the virgin brought

Medora wounded; .how his cure the wrought, .

While in h~r bofom Love's impoifon'd dart 870.

With deeper wound transfix'd her bleeding heart:

Hence, mindlefs of her birth, a princefs bred "J
Rich India's heir, file deign'd, by pamon led,

A friendlefs youth of low eftate to wed.

In witnefs of his tale, the peafant fhow'd . 875

Th~ bracelet by Angelica beftow'd,

Departing thence, her token of regard

His hofpitable welcome to rewarq.

This fatal proof, his well-known prefent, left

Of every gleam of hope his foul bereft: 880

Love,
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Love, drat had tortur'd long his wretched thrall,

With this cQncludingftroke determin'd aU.

, At length, from every view re.tir'd apart,

He gives full vent to his o'erlabollr'd heart :

Now from his eyes the ftreaming fhower releas'd, 88S
Stains his pale cheek, and wanders down his breaft ;

Deeply he groans, and, ftaggering with his woes,

On the lo~e bed his liftlefs body throws; .

But refts no more than if in wilds forlorn,

Strech'd on the naked rock or pointed thorn. 890

While thus he lay, he fudden call'd to mind,

That on the couch, where then his limbs reclin'd,

His faithlefs miftrefs, and her paramour,

Had oft with love beguil'd the amorous hour:

Stung with the thought, the hated down he flies: 89S
Not fwifter from the turf is feen to rife

The fwain, who courting grateful neep perceives

A ferpent darting through the ruftling leaves.

Each object I:10W is loathfome to his fight;

The bed-the ~ot-the fwain-he heeds no light 900

To guide his fteps, not Dian's filver ray,

Nor cheerful dawn, the harbinger of day.

He takes his armour, and his fteed he takes,

And through furrounding gloom impatient makes

. His
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His darkling way; there vents his woes alone, 905

In many a dreadful plaint and dreary groan.

U neeafing frill he weeps, unceafing mourns i

Alike to,him the night, the day, returns;

Cities and towns he fhuns; in woods he lies,

His bed the earth; his canopy the 1kies. 910

H~ wonders oft what fountain can fupply

His floods of grief; how figh fucceeds to figh.

Thefe are -~ottcrars (he cry'd) that ceafelefs flow;

Far other figns are thefe that fpeak my woe.,

Before the fire my vital moifrure flies, 915

And now; exhaling, iffues at my eyes:·

Lo.f thus it {hearns, and thus fhall ever 1pend,

Till with its courfe my life and farrows end.

Thefe are not fighs that thus my torments fhow ;

Sighs have a paufe, but thefe: no refpite know. 920

Love burns my heart! thefe a~e tlie gales he makes,

As round the flame his fanning wings he fhakes.

How canft thou, wondrous Love! furround with fire"

Yet, unconfum'd, preferve my heart entire?

Ver. 923. How canfi tho~, wontlrous LfJ'tJe! &e.] It is much
to be regretted, that the poet has difgraced this admirable par~

(age with fuch poor conceits.

VOL. III. M lam
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I am not he, the man my looks proclaim, 92 5

The .man that-lately 'bore Orlando's name J

He, by his fair one's cruel falfehood, dies ~

And now, interr'd, her haplef$ viCtim lies.

I am his [pirit freed from 'mortal chains,

Doom'd in this hell to rove with endlefs pains; 9.10

A wretched warning here on earth to prove

For all henceforth who put their truft in love.

Through the frill night,· the earl from fhade to

fha-de

Thus lonely rov'd, and when the day difplay'd

Its twilight gleam, chance to the fountain led 9:35"

Hiswanderirtg courfe, where firft his fate he read

In fond Medora's' ftrains"-the fight awakes

His torpid fenfe, each patient thought forfakes

His maddening breaft, that rage and hatred' breathes,

. And from his fide he [wift the fword unfueaths. 940

He hews the rock, he makes the letters fly,;

The fhatter'd fragments mount into the fky:

Haplefs the cave whofe frolies, the trees whofe rinq.

Bear with Angelica Medora join1d;

Ver. 925~ I am not he,-':'] Imitated fromCatullus.

Non ego fed tenui:t vapulat umbra mea.

7 'J!rom

I
I

d
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From that curs'd day no longer to rec;eive, 94S"
And flocks or fwains with cooling fuade relieve i

While that fair fountain, late fo filv~ry pure~

Remain'd as.1ittle from his armfecure ~ .

Together boughs and earthen clods he drew,

Crags, ftones, and trunks, and in the waters threw;

Deep to its bed, with ooie and mud he fpoil'd 951
•

'The murmuring current, and its [pring defil'd.

His limbs now moiften'd with a briny tide,

When ftrength no mote his fenfdefs wrath fupply;d;

Low on the turf he funk, unnerv'd and fpent, 955

All motionlefs, his looks on heaven intent;

Stretch'd without food or neep; while thrice the fun

Ha? ftay'd, and thrice his daily courfe had fun.

The fourth dire morn, with frantic rage poffeft,

He rends the armour from his back and breaft: 960

Here lies the helmet, there the bony fuield,

Cuifhes and cuirafs further fpread the field;

And all his other arms, at random ftrow'd,

In·divers parts he fcatters through the wood;

Then from his body ftrips ~he covering veft, 965

And bares his finewy limbs and hairy cheft; .

And now begins fuch feats of boundlefs rage,

Aa far and near th' aftoniih'd world engage.

M ~ llii-
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. , His [word he :_(t,. eire had his 'dte~df111 h4~.;

"V~~ ~1004: a~dhorror, fill"d ~ach: wafted la:nd"f:
ff

, .
But little;~le:-a.x~,fwordJorh;lacehe 'needs' .~

T' affift his £treni~h) th!lt,e~e.ry ftrength exceedtl:
~

Filft his huge g~afp a lofty pine' up-tears· •

Sheer by the roots,; the li~eanother fares

9f equal growth,; as.eafy round him ftroW'~

As lowly weeds, or, fhrubs, or dwarfiili'wood.

Vaft oaks and elms before his fury fall,;

The' ftately fir, tough afu; and cedar tall.

As ,when a fowler for the field prepares

His fylvan warfare,; ere he [preads his' [nares, 9.

f.rom :tt\lb,ble,..reeqs, and' furze, th' obftrua:e~ la

Arou,nd hi:: clear,s: ,no lefs Orlando's 'hand

Levc;ls the trees that long had tower'd ~bove, ,

For rolling years thegloty of the grove!
"

The'ruftic [wains that 'mid the woodland fuade·93 .'

Heard t~e loud cralli, forraok their flocks that !tray·'

vVithout a fhepherd, while their mafters flew

To learn the tumult and the wondi:r view.

, Vcr, 9~8. -the 'timider vii-w.] ThisBookconclu,des .\\Jitll: {/
one of the finefr incidents in the poem) which gives name to~<•.:
whole work, the madnefs' of Orlando. The narrative begins~ .

ver. 726. Few pa1fages, .m: any' author, excel the reniiU.niftt;. :.
r part :
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Thus far I've reach'd, but further to extend

The prefent ftory might, perchance, offend j 990

And rather would I here defer the reft,

Than with a tedious tale your ear moleft.

part of the book; and it is furdy needle& to point out to the
Reader of tafte and difcernment the Pilthos and fire of the Poet,
whether we contemplate his hero in the firft dawn of his jea­
loufy) or through the gradual progrefs of this paffion, in which,

_ . while he feems to fly from conviaion, he finds) by a train of

concurrent circumftances) moft artfully brought together) the
truth forced upon him, till at length he breaks out into a fi'enzy,
that dafes the book with wonderful fublimity!

END OF THE TWENTY-THIRD BOOK..
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THE A R G ,U MEN T.

THE extravagant feats of Orlando in his madnefs. Zerbino
and Ifabella are met by Almonio and Corebo, who bring
Odorico bound, to receive from Zerbino the punilhment of
his difloyalty. Arrival of Gabrina, ~d the fentence paffed on
thefe tw~ by Zerbino. Zerbino fights with Mandricardo in
defence of Orlando's fword: iJue of the combat. Meeting
of Mandricardo and Rodomont: A dreadful battle between
them for Doralis, till, on the appearance of a meHenger from
the Pagan camp, and at the requefr of Doralis, they agree to

break off the combat, and go to the a1ftftance of Agramant.

j
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THE

TWENTY-FOUR TH BOOK

o F

ORLANDO FURIOSO.

WHOE'ER his feet on Cupid's fnares fhall fer"

Muft feek t' efcape" ere in th' entangling net

His wings are caught; for fage experience tells"

In love's extreme, extreme of madnefs dwells.

Though each may rage not with the wild excefs S
Orlando rag'd, their frenzy all exprefs

By different ways.-;what more our folly fhows)

Than while we others feek) ourfelves to lofe ?

Various th' effeCts of this deftruCtive flame"

The firf\: dire caufe of frenzy is the fame: 10

Love is a foreft, where the lover ftrays

From path to path" bewilder'd in the maze; .

And
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And he who leads his life in amorous pain,

De(erves to feel the gyves ami !hackling chain.

Here fome may cry-Brother, thy words have

lliown 15
Another's faults, forgetful of thy own.

Yes-in my intervals of fenfe I fee

My bafom's confliCt: with the charge agree:

Yet have I ftriv'n, and hope ,in time to cure

The wO'tmds I now from beauty's fuafts endure. 20

I told, how from ,his limbs Orlando drew

Furious his arms, and o'er the foref1: threw

The fcatter'd harnefs ; how his vcR he rentt

And to the ground his fatal falchion fent :

How trees he rooted, while the woods around ~S
And cavern'd rocks re-echo'd to the found;

Till roftic fwains, to where the tumult fpread~

Their grievous fin!!, or cruel planets led.

As nearer now the madman they beheld,

Whofe feats of ftrength all human ftrength ex-

celI'e; 30

They, turn'd to fly, ,but knew not where; nor

whence'

Such {udden fears diftrllfud every fenfe.

Swift

-.
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Swift he purfu'd, and one who vainly fled

Be ft;:i il'd1 and from the fho1Jld~rs rent the head.

Eary,

V er. 34. He fii:t't1, and !T'OtR the jhouldm ,.~t -the bead.]
Here begins the defcription of the extravagant and ludicrqus feabt

performed- by Or!ando in his ~adnef~; which paffag~~ of our
Iluthor Cervantes feems to ridicule, when he reprefents Don
Q!1~ote in the fable mountain, debating whether he fhall imitate

the melancholy frenzy of Amadis de Gaul, or the mote boUlecous

fury of Orl~ndo.

" Have I not told you," faid Don ~ixote, "that I defign
to imitate Amadis, a,"(~ting here the defper~do, the fenrelers, and

the madman: at the fame time copying the valiant Don Or':'

lando, wJ1en he fuund, by the fide of a fountain, forne i!1dications

~t Angelica the Fair had di~onoured -herfe1f with Medora:
at grief whereof he ran mad, tore up trees by the roots, diflurbed

the' waters of the cryflal (prings, flew the fhepherds, defl:royed

flocks, fired cottages, demoliIhe9 hO!lles, dragged Il1ar~ on the
ground, and did· al\ hundredthoufand other ext:nwagancies,
worthy to be recorded, and had in eternal ren:embrance. - And

fuppofing that I do not intend to -imitate Roldan, 6r OrIl1ndo, or
Rote1ando (for he had all thefe three names) in every point, and

.in ail the mad things he atl:ed, faid, and thought, ~ will make a
1ket-eh of them the befl I can, in what I judge the moil: effential.

And, perhaps, I _may fatisfy myfe1f with only copying Amadis,
who, without playing any mifchievous - pranks~ by weeping$

and tendernefiCs, arrived to as great a fame as the befl- of them

all." JARVIS'S DON QyIXOTE, Vol. 1. B. ii. C. II.

Though much.of the fatire of the above citation muft be
allowed to be jufi-,. -and though moll of the aaions recorded

of
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Eafy, as from the ftalk, or tender fuoot, 3S

,A peafant crops the flower, or plucks the fruit:

The lifelefs body by the leg he took~

And, as a club, againft. his fellows fhook.

Two ftretch'd on earth in lailing {lumber lay,

Perchance to rife not till the judgment'day. 4-Q

The reft were foon difpers'd on every fide,

So well advis'd their rapid feet they ply'd i

Nor had the madman loitc:r'd to purfue,

But on their herds with headlong fpeed he flew.

The labouring hinds the peril near furvey'd, 45

And left their ploughs, with aU the rural trade

Of fcythes and fpades, while feiz'd with ~~e af-

fright

One climbs a roof, and one the ttmple's height ­

(Since elms and oaks avail not); trembling there,

They view the dreadful havock from afar. 50

or Orlando in his madJ1efs may be given up to all the feverity
of critici1in, yet no part of the defcription in the foregoing
book, notwithftanding feveral of the circumftances are unfairly

. included in the ridicule of Cervantes, can be cenfured by any
clifcerning reader; but let the whole of the paRage be tried
by the fiandard of truth and nature, and compared with what­
ever is excellent of the kind In ancient or modern poetry, and
furely Ariofto will not lofe by the comparifon/

.'
Before
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Eefore his fury fteeds and oxen yield,

And fwift the courfer that efcapes the field.

Now might ye hear in every village rife

Tumultuous clamours, blending human cries

With ruftic horns and pipest while echo'd round ss
The pealing bells from neighbouring fteeples found.

All feize, fuch weapons as the time provides,

Bows, fiingsJ and ftaves j and dowh the moun-

tain's fides

A thoufand rufu j while from the dells below,

As many [warm againft a fingle foe. 60
As when the tide appears the fhore to lave,

The fouthern wind impelling wave on wave, .

Scarce curls the firft, the fecond deeper fwells,

An~ this, .the third with rifing force excels j

Till more and more the victor-flood afcends, 65
And o'er the fands his liquid fcourge extends.

Th' increafing throngs Orlando thus affail,

Pour down the hill, and iffue from the vale.

Ten wretches firit, then other ten he flew,

That near his hand in wild diforder drew. 70

None from his fated ikin could draw the blood ~

His ikin unhurt each weapon's ftroke withftoQd :

To

,
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To him fuch wondrous grace the King of Heaven

To guard his faith and holy church had given.

Could aught of mortal rifk Orlando's life, 7S
Great were his rifk in' this unequal ftrife :

Then had he mifs'd the mail he late unbrac'd,

And mifs'd the falchion which afid~ he caft.

The crowds, that view'd e~clI weapon aim'd In

vaIn,

With backward fteps retreated (rom the plain; 80

When mad Orlando, who no further thought,

The n~ftic dwellings of a hamlet fought:

All thence were fled; yet there in plenteous ftore

• He found fUch foo~ as fuits the village poor,

Of.homely kind ;-but preft with pining fall: 8S
On roots or bread his eager hands he call: i __

Greedy alike devour'd whate'er he faw,

Or favoury viands bak'd, or morfels raw:

.Then through the country round, with rapid pace,

To man and beaftalike he gave ~he chace;. 90

. Through the deep covert of the tangled wood

The nimble goat ot light-foot deer purfu'd :

Oft on the bear ~nd tuiky boar he flew,

And, with his fingle arm, in combat flew j

Then

..
J
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then with their flefh, his favage fpoils of fight, 9S
Infatiate gorg'd his ravenous appetite.

Thus o'er ,the realm of France, from land [0 land"

He ran, till on a day.a. bridge hegain'd,

Where fwift (inclos'd in craggy banks and freep)

A river pours its current broad and deep,. 100

And built befide a. ftately caftle ftands,

That fat around the fubjetl: fields commands.

What there enfu'd fome future time fhall tell;

N QW turn to what Zerbino next befeI.

Orlando gone, awhile Zerbino frood, 105

Then took 'the path the Paladin purfu'd ;

Scarce paft a mile, flow riding, when he fpy'd

A recreant knight, with hands behind him ty'd,

Plac'd on a humble freed, and for his guard,

On ei~her fide a knight in arms prepar'd.ilo

Full foOn Zerbino, as he nearer drew,

Full foon the lovely Ifa~Ha knew

Falfe Odorico, trufted late to keep

Her'virgin charms, like wolves to watch the' fh~ep.

_ Ver. 104. Now tum to what Zerbino, &c.] Orlando appears
again, Book xxix. ver. 281.-The lail: we heard of Zerbino W.lS

when he parted frOm Orlando; Book xxiii. ver.723..
Him
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Him had the prince preferr'd o'er every friend, lIS
From ill or fuam~ his miftrefs to defend;

Nor could he thin~ that faith, to him fo prov'd,

Would fail to her, whom more than life h~ lov'd.

Then chanc'd fair Ifabella to unfold

Her paft efcapes; and all the tale fue told, 120

How, ere her veffel bulg'd beneath the wave,

She fought the bark her finking life to fave :

How Odorico had his faith betray'd ;

And how the ~utlaws to the cave convey'd

Her helplefs youth,,-and fcaree thefe words 1he _

faid, 12-5 '

When, lo! fue raw the traitor prifoner led.

The two, who thither brought the faithlefs knight,

On Ifabella eaft their wondering fight,

As one they oft had feen; with her they guefs"d

Their deareft lord, the partner of her breaft, 130

Companion rode; for well his blazon'd fuie1d

The colours of his noble line reveal'd.

Approaching near, they faw with raptur'd eyes
/ .

His well-known face confirm their firft funnize.

Swift from their fteeds they leapt, with eager

pac~ 135

And open arms, impatient to embrace

Zerbino'$

J
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Zerbino's knees: barehea,ded now tbey ftoad

Before his fight, and lowly reverent bow'd.

Zerbino fix'd on each his earneft view,

And foon Corebo and Almonio knew; 140

Thofe well-try'd friends, to whom qe gave the car~

With Odorico to proteCt the fait.

Almonio then-Since Heaven hu pleas'd' once

more

To thee thy Ifabell3, to reftore,

Why fhould I now, my much.,loy'd lortl, ·re.l~~ f4--S

What well thou know'ft_why in thi~ (;4ptjye ~tc'.

Yon caitiff rides-for fhe, the fair..betray'~

Has long ere thiS his' treacherous guilt (UfpJ~)"Q J :

H~s told, how by his bafe and guileful Il't

Deceiv'd, the wretch induc'd me tel de~art.; JSP-

How brave Corebo to defend her ftOPil.s ;
And, deeply wounded, filed his geqefQllli blo9d.

Attend the fequel--From the t~n in ha1l;e)

With fteeds and menials, to the Rr'lnd I p~f~'d i

Stal 'cafting round my eager eyes, to tisd HI
The friends and virgin whom I left Qehiml.

Ver.15I. How brQ'lJt Cortba, &c.] See Book xiii. vert 199t
from which part this narrative is contin~ by AlmoJ1jQ.

VOL. III. N Foremoft

. ..
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Foremoft I fpurr'd, and travers'd all the Ihore,

Search'd every" part their feet had trod before:

In vain-no fign appear'd on either hand,

But fome new m~rks of footfteps OIi the fand. 160

I follow'd thefe, and thefe my courfe convey'd

Beneath the covert of the woodland {hade ':

Led by" the found .of arms, at length I found

U nbleft Corebo bleeding on the ground-

W.here is our virgin-charge I left fo !ate ~ 165J
Where Odorico ? ·fay, what adverfe fate

Has here reduc'd thee to this wretched" £late?

Thus I-and now the fatal truth reveal'd,

I fought th' apo£late wretch; the wretch conceal'd .

Deceiv'd my fearch, and all the day beguiJ'd, 170

Through wood and brake I wander'd in the wild;

At length return'd to where a crimfon tide

From pale Corebo's wounds the herbage dfd;

Where (fpeedy help delay'd) the gloomy grave

Alone could take what art refus'd to fave j 175

Where friars and monks might funeral rites prepare,

When vain the healing couch and leech's care.

T~en fr-om the woodland to the town I bore

The fainting youth, his vigour to reflore ;
,Vhere
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Where foC)n our ho~ a fage phyfician found, 180

With fovereign plants toelofe each bleeding wound.

Corebo cur'd, he took his arms and harfe;

To find the wretch we bent our,eager courfe ':

Him in Alphonfo's regal court I met,

And, dar'd in ope~ lift, againft him fet 185,

My trufty lance: the king al1ow'd the fight

With every legal form to prove the right.

My caufe prevaW4; for Fortune, who at will

Oft conqueft gives, difpenfing good or ill,

So help'd my arms, his ftrength avail'd no more,

And he remain'd a captive in my power. 191

Th' offe~der's crime reveal;d, the mon'arch gave

To me hi$ lite, to pupiih or to fave. _

Nor would I free, nor take his forfeit head,

But thus to thee in-captive chains have led; J95

That thy decree might doom him to be Gain,

Or kept alive, reterv'd for further pain.

Fame fpoke thee join'd with Charles' ill'1petial force,
I

And hopes to find thee, hither urg'd our courfe.

AB thanks to Heaven! that thus, when luff I

thought 200

To fee my prince, my happy fieps has brought:

N 2 Nor

•
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Nor lefs my thank~, that thus I fee reftor'd

Thy Ifabella to her plighted lord j

Whom late that 'traitor, with infidious art~

Had feem'd for ever from thy anns to partA 20S
Z~rbino filent, while Almonio fpoke~

On Odorico fix'd his earneft look :,
Hatred he little felt, but chief he rnourn"d

~o find his hope from friendfuip thus return'd ;

To think that one, who leaft had caufe to leave 210

His prince and friend, fuould both alike deceive:

Ver. 208. Hatred he little filt, &c.J Zerbino is one of
the moft amiable charaaers' in the whole work, and muft
ftrongly intereft the reader. His fentiments of mercy and ge­
nerofity, on the reflecuon of his friend's treachery and ingra­
titude, may remind us of the behaviour of Titus the Roman '
emperor to his friend Sextus, who had confpired againft his
life, fo admirably painted by Metaftafio, an authQr who abounds
in the moft noble and elevated fentiments. Titus, in his in- ,
terview with Sextus, thus endeavours to make him confefs his;
~L • - '

Obferte me, Sextus, we are now alone j

Thy fovereign is not prefent: open' then
Thy heart to Titus; truft it with thy friend;
I promite thee Auguftus ne'er {hall know
The fecret thou difclofefr: tell me how
Thy wth was firfr feduc'd: let us together
Seek fome pretence t' excufe thee: I, perchance;
Shall be ev'n happier than thyfelf to find it.

o ACT iii. Scene viii'~

Till:,

J
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Till, with a deep-drawn figh, he rais'd his head,

And thus, benignant, to the prifoner faid :

Declare, unhappy, nor the truth fupprefs ; ,

And, if we right have heard, thy guilt confers. 2.15

At this the faithlefs friend, low-bending, prefs'd

His k!1ee to earth, and thus his lord addrefs'd.

T a err is frill the lot of man below:

:But hence the good from wicked minds we kpow ;

, The laft, by nature prone ~o every fault, 220

, At once give way to evil's firfr affault.

The good·for brave defence their w~apons wield,

But, if the foe be fl:rong, no lefs they yield.

Hadft thou, 0 prince! confign'd to my COIll-

mand

Some frontier-poft, and had my daftard hand !l2)

Without refiftance given th~ hoftile powers

To plant their ftandard 01\ thy conquer'd towers;

Then might the fouleft curti;: purfue my name,

The traitor's danger, and the coward's fhame:

But, if compell'd to yield, not blame would meet,

But praife itfelf might follow fuch defeat. 231

'Twas mine' to guard my faith from mental foes, .

Like fome ftrong fort which numerous troops in-

clofe.

N3 With
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With all the force fupply'd me (rom above

By Heavtn's fupreme decree, full long I ~rove 235

To guard the fortrefs, till my vigour fail'd,

And the fttong foe with ftrongt!r arms prevail'd.

Thus Odorico fpoke j and more he raid,

To prove what mighty power his faith betray'd J

Wi~h every art of roothing fpeech addrefs'd, 2"1-Q

He fought to move his injur'd prince's breaft ;

W~ile good Zerbino ftood in ~eep fufpenfe,

Or to forgive, or punifh fuch offence.

Thoughts of the heavy crime now [eem'd to wake

His fleeping wrath, the traitor's life to take: 24S
Now dear remembrance of their friendf!tip paft,

Which, till that fatal chance, fo firm could laft,

With pity's fiream refentment's flame fupprefs'd J

And nourifu'd mercy in his generous breaft.

While unrefolv'd Zerbino ftill remains. 2sa
To free th' offender, or to hold ifl chains J

By death to fweep him from his fight, or give

The wretch in lengthen'd fufferings yet to live j

Behold loud neighing comes th' affrighted freed,

Which Mandricardo from his bridle freed, 2.SS

Ver.25+· Behold loud nrighing, &c.] See Book xxiii. ver.
673, where Mandricardo tak;es a,way Gabrina's ~ridle.
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And with him bears the beldame, pale for breath,

Whofe guile had nearly wrought Zerbino's death.

The roving palfrey from a diftant ground .

The courfers hears, and reeks the kindred found.,

Soon as Zerbino thither turns his eyes, 216/1

He lifts his hands in praifes t9 the fides,
For two fo wicked to his powerrefign'd,

Whofe deeds deferv'd ~is deepeft hate to fuid~

The noble knight that impious crone d~tains :

Ari~ now he ponders with himfelfwhatpains 265

Her crimes fhould meet; to lop her nofe and ears,

To make her piece.meal die, at firft appears

A juft decree; ·to give her limbs for food

To gorge the hungry vultures' fcreaming brood.

Now' this, now that, his wavering thoughts revolve;,

At length, determin'd, fix his lail: refolve : '1.7 I

Then, turning to his friends, he cries-I give

My free conrent the faithlefs. youth 1halllive:

Though fuch offence may [carce forgivenefs gain,

At leaft it merits not fevereft pain. 275
Still kt him live, and freed, my mercy prove,

Since well I know his crime the crime of love.

Love has ere this a firmer bofom brought

To guilt more deep than Odorico's fault,
N ... Whicll

•



tS4: O'RLANDO FURl'OSO. B! XXIV~

Whiblr now wejudge-to' him let grace ~e {hoWni28Q

The f\1ffering fhould be mine'. and mine alqne :

Blind as I was, fo va~ :i. truft to yield,

Yet knew how flame can catch the ftubl»e field!

'Co Oderico tben-Be this thy doOm) .

The penance of thy deed-thy tafk to come; ~8t

One circling year this wom2n~s fteps attend)

From all that feek her life, her life defend i'

Her foes ·lie ·thino.....and range-l at hereommand,

The realms of, fpacious Frana: from land ~ bnd•.

. Zerbinoi:lu.ffi: and him, who for his crime 29~

DClferv'd.his death') he gave fome future orne
To certain- fate je~pos'd in every fuape

To perils human wit could ne'er efca,pe.

So oft fome i:ll~l.1:-arr'd knight~or wif~, or ll1a~)

Her arts had tuio'd, and her guile betray'.d j Z9S
\V'hoe'er her,!"afety watches,idks his life

With wandering ,knights ih many'a dangezoous .ftrife~

Thus each was jufUy punifu'-d-Jhe for crimes

That long for vengeance eryOd in former times;

While he, Jor her defence who wrongly ,ftooP., 30Q

In fome ftern fight muft fued his vital blood.

A {olemn oath Zerbino fram'd, to bind

The .recreantknight to ~eep the terms. enjoin~d;

An.d

~J
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.t\.nd vow'd, if e'er he broke the faith he fWQie,

And fell again the captive of his power, 3Q~

No longer prayer or mercy to regard~

B~t with his death his perjury reward~

Then to Almonio and his friend he made

A fign to free their prifoner i thefe obey'd

With flow relJJtl:.ance j either griev'd to find 3tq

Hi~felfdefrauded of revenge defign'd.

And now the faithlefs knight the place forfook.

And with him thence that aged beldame took.

What chanc'd to thefe no further Turpin writes,

But thus anot4er bard the tale recites: 315

Tke ba~d(his name untold) has thus declar'd·: .

Ere thefe together one day's journey far'd" _

Falfe Odorico, deaf to every cail

Of plighted faith, to free himfelf fr-om tJu'aU,

Around Gabrina's neck a halter flung, 320

A.nd to an.elm the crone dettill:ed hung;

And thence a twelvemonth {but unknpwn the placo)

Almonio made him run the felf-fame race•

.Zerbino, who the Paladin pwfues

With earneft feareh, and fears the track to lofe, 3~S

Now fends a \Dcffage to his martial train,

AnxiQus what caufe coult1.thus their lord detai~.

To
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To good Almonio he his charge declares,

Which now to tell, the mufe for hafte forbears.

To good Almonio is Corebo join'd, 330

And Ifabella fole remains behind.

Great was the love Zerbino had profefs'd,

_And great in Ifabella's tender breaft,

Fo~ brave Orlando; great was either's zeal

To learn what chance the virtuous earl befell 335

So late unhors'd: three d~ys t' await the knight -.I
Whofe fearlefs arm rejefts the fword in fight,

-The earl had yow'd; and hence till thrice the dayI
Had rofe and fet, the prince decreed t() fray,

And to the fquadrons his return delay. 340

In every place through which Orlando pafs'd,

His haplefs way Zerbino following trac'd :

At length he came, -where, 'mldft the lonely grove,

Tlie fairingrate had carv'd the notes of love.

The fpring difturb'd; the trees and cave he view'd J

Thofe lopt and rooted, this in fragments hew'd. 346

Not far he faw a fudden gleam of light,

And firft the warnor-cuirafs fhuck his fight:

Tfie helmet next-not that which fam'd of yoreJ

: The haughty 'African, Almontes, wore. 350

,"
, .

• MANDR:ICARDO.

He
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He heard a courfer in the woods conceal'd

Repeated neigh, and now advanc'd, beheld

Where Brigliadoro graz'd the verdant plain,

While from his faddle hung the loofen'd rein.

He Durindana fought, and,foon he found 355

The fword, unfheath'd, lie ufelefs on the ground.

He faw, the furcoat, which in pieces ftrow'd,

The wretched earl had fcatter'd through the wood.

With Ifabella now Zerbino gaz'd

In fad fufpenfe, while every object: rais'd 360

A fecret fear, yet little they divin'd . I
(flowe'ertheyweigh'd the figns with anxious mi,nd)

Orlando from his better fenfe disjoin'd. .

One drop of blood difcover'd on the plain

Had imag1d to their thoughts the champion ,{lain.

And now a ruftic hind with headlong pace 36~

Approach'd, deep terror on hjs bloodlefs face,

Who late in fafety, from a rock's tall.height,

Beheld the wretched madman's fra,ntic might j

How from his-limbs he drew his veft,and arms, 370

And £hepherds new, and.wrought a thoufand harms.

He certain tidings to Zerbino'gives,

Who, fill'd with wonder, [carce the truth believes,

Though
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Though clear the proofs-the 1hepherd's tale he hears

With pitying heart,.an.d leaveJ his feat in tears. 37S
He lighai to gather from the woodland ground

The w.arlike.relicks widely fcatter'd round.

W~h him the gestic fair her fteed forfakcs.

AQd from the ground the arms and vcftment t:ak.es;

When, l01 appears a dame in looks diftreft, 38~

Sjg.fts frequent burfting from her mourJiul breaft :

If any alk who th~s her woes deplor.'d,

~was Flordelis~ who rov'd to feck. her lord;

For Brandimart, departing thence unknown~

f1ad left the fair in Paris' regal town; 385. .

~hc;re feven or eight long moons the mourner

ftay'd i

Bl,lt when fhe found his wi£h'd return delay'd,

From fea·to rea file pafs'd, from plain to plain,

Far a!\·!be hills that fever France from Spain i

All pa.,rts lhs feardi'~, - but where cftrang'd from

heme 390
.He liv'd in ok! Atlao:tcs' magictdoIIW.;

; Ver~ 383. 'Y"WtlS FloNelis, &c.] In the viiith Book,.ver.
60401 Flordelis is tDeRtieru:l .to have left Paris in fearch of her

h~ .BQndima.rt, wao wasJO~ after Orlando.

Where,
' .. ..
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Where, with R,ogero Brandimart detain'd, .

Where, with Orlando, ftern Ferrau remain'et.

But when Aftolpho, with his wondrous blaft.,

Had driv'n the forc'rer from his feats aghafr, ."39S­

To Paris Brandimatt again return'd,

Unknown to her, who ftill,hisabfence moum'd. '

Thus lovely Flordelis, to chance refign>-d,

Zerbino and his !fabella join'd :

Too well fhe Brigliadoro knew, who ftray'd 400
. Without pis lord, and, ah! with grief furvey'd

Each cruel objefl, while fhe heard relate

The dreadful fequel of Orlando's fate,

Who rov'd, of fenre diftraught, from place to~' , , ,

A wretched outcaft of the human race. ' 40S

Zerbino now the arms together drew,

And fix'd them on a pine in open view,

A trophy fair! and, left fome venturous knight

(Native or ihanger born) on thefe fhould light,

The verdant rind this fhort infcription bore : ~po

THESE ARMS THE PALADIN' OR.LANDO WOR.E..

As if he faid-Let none thefe arms remove,

But fl!ch as dare 'orlanda's fury prove•

. This pious tafk perform'd, the prince with fpeed '

Prepar'd to part; but, ere he rein'd his 'freed, "415'

Ver. 392. Where, with Rogm) &c.] See Book xii. ver. 28•

•' 7 Fierce
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Fierce Mandricardo.came, who, when he turn'd

And faw the trunk with thofe rich fpoils adorn'd1

He atk'd from when~e, and who fuch anns difpos'd j

To whom Zerbino, all he knew, difclos'd.

The Pagan king o'erjoy'd, no longer ibid, 420

Approach'd the pine, then feiz'd the fword, and [aid.
Let rafhly none ·prefume my deed to blame,

This fatal blade by law of llmlS I claim:

Long, long ete now this gallant fword was won,

And frill, where'er I find, I daim my own. 4 25

Orlando, fearing to defend his right;

Has feign'd his madnefs but to {bun the fight;

Then wherefore {bould I now forbear to take

What coward bafenefs urg'd him to forfake~

Rafh kni~t, refrain-nor think (Zerbino cries)

Without difpute to fnatch the glorious prize. - 43 J

If fuch thy claim to Hector's arms, then know

'Twas theft, not valour, did thofe arms beftow.

Ver. 416. Fierce Mandricardo-] See Book xxiii. ver.690"
where Mandricardo is laft mentioned.

Ver. 424. Long, long ere this the gallant [word was won,]
Mandricardo feems to mean that he had proved his title to the
'tWord, by the perilous adventure ~hich he encountered at the
caftle of the Syrian Fairy, where he conquered the armour or
HeCtor. The ftory is told at large in the note to Book xiv.

vsr.24°·
No

'.
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No more was faid J' for each with. equal heat,

And equal courage, fpring~ his foe to meet. 435

Scarce is the fight begun, when echo'd r-ound

A hundred blows their poliih'd arms refound.

Where Durindana threatens from on high,

Zerbino feems a rapid flame to fly

The falling {hoke, whene'er to iliun the free! 440

Light as a deer he mllkes his courfer wheel.

Behoves him now his utmoft {kill t' employ,

Since, from that edge, accufrom'd to defrroy,

One wound might fend him to the dreary grove,

Where love-lorn ghofrs through 11udes of myrtle

rove.

As fingled from the herd, the -nimble hound

Invades the boar, and cautious circling round,

Shifts every fide, but frill maintains the field,

By turns a1faulting, and by turns repell'd..

44S

Ver.445. _jhades oj myrtk-] Virgil, in his lixth
lEneid, tells us, that the ghofts of departed lovers were thus dif­

pofed of.

Hie, quos durus amor crudeli tahe peredit,
Secreti celant calles, et myrtea circu.m
Sylva tegit.-

The fouls, whom that unhappy flame invades,
In fecret folitude and myrtle tbades
Makeendlefs moan....... DRYDEN.

So

-,
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SO brave Zerbino, as the [word defcends, 450

Or threats aloft, with warieft heed attends;

~onour and life to guard, his fharpenfd eyes

Watch' ev.ery fl:roke, and as he ihikes he flies.

Thus he; while fiercely as the Pagan foe 45+

Whirls his dread fword, and gives or fails the blow,
He feems a whirlwind th'at from heaven defce'nds,

And 'twixt two Alpine hills the foreft rends;

Now bent to earth the trees deep groaning bears,

N ow from the trunks the fhatter'd branches tears.

Though oft Zerbino turn'd afide, or fled 460

The trenchant blade, at length the Pagan fped

A downard {hoke, that with full force impreft

Between the fword and buckler, reach'd his breaft...

Strong was the corfiet, ftrong the plated mail,

With texture firm; yet all could nought avail 46$

Againft the blade, that thundering from above,

Through plate and mail, and ihatter'd cornet drove.

The fword fellfhort, eIre had the ftroke defign'd

Cleft all the knight, yet reach'd fo far to find 469

The naked part, w~ence. from the fhallow wound, l'
A fpan in length, the warm blood trickling round

Stray'd o'er his fuining arms, and ftain'd the
ground. .

So



r,.
I

'B. XXIV'. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 193

So have i feen a filken floweret fpread,

And dye the filver veft with blufhing red,

Wrought by herfnowy hana with matchlefs art, 475

_That hand, whofe whitenefs oft has pierc'd my heart.

Ah! what avails the good Zerbino now

Courage to dare, or ftrength to urge the blow,

Though mafter of the war ?-Here virtue fail'd,

Where ftronger arms and ftronger nerveprevail'd. 4S0

Slight was the wound, though by the crimfon hu~

Not flight it feem'd, b~t, ftartled at the view,

Pale Ifabella's heart, with fear oppreft,

All cold and trembling, funk within her breaft.

Zerbino, fir'd with generous thirft of fame, 485

With deep refentment ftung, and confcious fharne,

Rais'd both his hands, and with redoubled might

: - Struck on the helmet of the Tartar knight.

The ftaggering Saracen the weight confefs'd,

And tOo the [addle bow'd his haughty creft : 490

Th' enchanted cafque made every weapon vain,

Elfe that dire ftroke had cleft him to the brain.

Impatient for revenge, the Pagan lord

Aga:inft Zerbino's helmet rai~'d the [word.

Zerbino, who the foe's intent beheld, 495

Swift to the right his well-ta~ght courfer whee!'d i

VOL. III. ., 0 Ytt
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Yet not fo fwirt, norcottld he fuun fo well

The biting edge, which on hi. b~ckl~r fell,

But through the plates from fide to fide it --em,
And deep beneath his ~ailed· gauntlet tent J 500

Laid bare his arm, then glancing downward (ouncl

His ft"eel";'cIad thigh; and deep impref5'd tI. wound.

Now here, 'now there. Zerbino ftrikes in vain j

The foe's tough arm~ unhurt, the ftroke fulbih :

Each'pars he tries J no pars the plUtes afFc:wd, "5tJ;
And harmld's from the furfa~e bounds the [word.

Not fo the Tartar king-his fiercer might

With [uch advantage urg'd th' unequal fight;

Seven times his fteel has drunk Zerbino's blood,

'Has pid'c'd or'cleft his fhield, his helmet hew'8. 510

By now degrees life'. Hfuing current drains

His ebbing ftrength, but daundefs he remllins :

His vigorous heart, frill tlourith.'d with the flattie:
Of inbred worth, fupports his feeble frame.

Sad IfabeH:i, now with fears diftrels'd, 51 S
To Daralis her earneft.fuit addrers'd j ,

By every power adjur'd her to fupprefs

The battle's rage, and turn their ftrife to peace.
Courteous as fair, and doubting yet th' event

. Of (;ombat, Oaralis ~ith glad confent S'lO

9 T~

1
I
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To Ifabella yielding, foon inclin'd

To friendly truce her valiant lover's mind.

Not lefsZerbino ealm'd his_vengeful heart

Fot her he lov'd, cOnCeating to depart

Where~er{he led; and, at her powerful word,J'1j

Unfinifh'd left th' adventure of the (word.

But Flordelis, who m-def'ended "iew'd .

Unbleft Orlando·s falChioil) weepiilg ft:ood

To wailthe lois; and oft file with'd that fate

Had brought her lord to {hare the dite lIt-bate. 530

'Yet could the e'er (if chance fo fair -befell

To her lov'd Brandimart ~he ftory tell i

Stern Mandricardo, to his deadly eoft;

Might rue-that con-queft: now his haug'hty boa6:.

From mom. till even'ing Flordeli! in vain 53'S
Still fought her lord, from morntiU e\'e again

At random ftray'd; while he, whofe lofs 1he mourn'd,

Once more to Paris' regal walls return~d.

So long the travers'd mountain, hill, and wood,

_At length the came; where Mar a rueuling- floOd 540.

• Ver. 535. FrDnl mImi tiN evming Flordiih, &C.] Hete it
f1letni; that Flor'delis departs without accoffin& Zerbino aM ffi­
!leUa, to whom 1he appears a ftranger.

o 2 The

f.



The wretched Paladin file faw and knew---'-'l

But let us now Zerbino's tale purfue.

Though fcarce the noble youth his feat maintains7

So faft hi~ blood has flow'd.Jo faft it drains.

Yet, felf-accus'd, affliction rends his mind, ,S4J

For Durin~ana to the foe refign'd :

His pains increafe-and foon with filortening breath

He feels the certain chill approach of de~h.

Th' enfeebled warrior now his courfer frays,

And near 'a fountain's fide his limbs he lays. 550

~h! wh,at ,aV"ails the wretched virgin's grief?

What can 1h~ here to yield her lord relief?

In defert wilds for want file fees him die,

No friend t() help; no peopled dwelling nigh,

Where fue, (o~pity or reward, might find, , SSS
Some fkilful.l~~h his fueaming' wounds to bind.

III vain ili~ ,,!,~ps-:--in vain with frantic cries

She calls o~:_Fortune, and condetlJns the ikies.

Why, was I flR; in (urging waters lofr,

When fil'ltmy, verrelleft Galicia's coaft? .560

::: yer; 542. ·,Bu~ let us rtOW.ZerbiIW's tale purfuC'.] . ae'iliW

t~'QS to FlordeliSy B~ xxix. ver. 297, and to Mandri<:ardo in
,the 689th verfe of tbis book. .

I
:. Zerbino,
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Zerbino, as his dying eyes he turn'd

On her, while thus her crue~ fate !he mourn'd,

More ~elt her forrows, than the painf111 ftrife

Of nature ftruggling on the verge of life.

My heart's fole treafure! may'ft thou frill (he

f~id) 56$
When I, alas! am number'd with the dead,

Preferve my love-think not for death I grieve;

But thee thus guidelefs and forlorn to leave,

W ~ighs heavy qere--D! were my mortal qa,te

Prolong'd to fee thee in a happier frate, 570
Bleil: were this awful hQuf-content in death,

Qn that lov'd bofom to refign my, breath.

But fummon'd now'ilt Fate's unpitying call,

Unknown what fl1ture lot to thee may fa\!-

By thofe foft lips, by thofe fond eyes l [wear,_ 575
By thofe dear l~ck~ that could my heart- enfnare'!

, '

Defpai~ing to the fPades of night I go,
,

Where thol1ghts of thee, left to a, world of woe~

Shall rend this faithful breaft with deeper pains
\

Than all that hell's avenging realm contains. 580

Ver.s80. hell's Q'l)mging r8tllm--] We mufl: al~

ways remember, that the Italian poets, without fcruple, make ~e
~f the old Pagan mythology.

o 3 1\t
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At this, fad I£abeU~ pouf'd a fhower

Of trickling tears~ and lowly bending o·~r.J

Clofe to his mouth her trembling lips fhe laid i

His mouth now pale like fome: fair roit decay'd;"

A vernal rofeJ that, cropt before the time,- 58"S
Bends the green ftalk, and w.ithers ere it,. prime.

Think not (fhe raid) life of my breaking heart !

Without thy Ifabella to depart:

Let no fuch fears thy dying bofom rend;

Where'er thou go'ft, my fpirit {hall attend: 590

One hour to both fhall like di11niffion give,

Shall fix our doom, in future worlds ~o live,

And part no more-when ruthlefs death fhall clore

Thy fading eyes, that moment ends my woes!

Or fhould I frill furvive that frroke of grief, 59}

At leaft thy fword will yield a fure relief.

And, ah! I truft, reliev'd from mortalftateJ,
Each breathlefs corfe fhall meet a milder fate.

When fome, in pity ofour haplefs doom,

May clore our bodies in one peaceful tomb. 6oC)

Thus the; and while his throbbi~g pulfe fue feels

Weak, and more weak, as death relendefs fteals
Each vital fenfe, witb her fad lip fhe drains

"The Iaft faint breath of life that ret remains.

To

J
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To raue IUs feeble vo.ic~ ZerbillQ try'd- ~q$

1 charge thee now, 0 lov'd tn death! (he ~q'd)

lJy. th"t affection wh\c~ thy bofoql boreA

When, for my flltke.. dlQU left'it thy fat~e~'s fhore~

4\nd, if a truth lik, mine f\lcll power can give,

While Heaven ih,"lllle~eJ ~ now CQmqJa,nd t~eCI

live : 6~9

~\lt never be \t from thy thoughts remov'd"

That, ml\ch as man can love, Zerbino lov'd.

Fear not but GoP~ in time~ Will fUCCOUf lend..

from every ill thy virtue to defend;

./is once he fent the Roman knight to fave 6 I S

Thy youth unfdende4 from the .robber's c~ve ~

~s from the feas he drew thee fafe to land,

And fnatch'4 thee from th- impu~e Bjfcaynet's hand:

And when at l",ft all other hopes we lofe,

lJe death the la~ fud refuge that we chufe. 620

Thus fpoke the dring knight i but fcarce wete

heard

tJis latter words" in accents weak preferr'd.

,Here ended life--the Hght fo drooping dies"

. When _oil or wax no more the flame fupplies.

What
Vt:~. 62]. lIm _,d /ift---] The dt:atb of Zerbino, witIJ.

~ th~ attendant circ~ccs, is one of ,hofe fine fallages
04 •
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•
What tongue can tell how mourn'd the wretched

m~~ 62~

What pl~nts {he utter'd, and what tears the fhed,.

When in her arms her dear Zerbino lay,.

All icy cold, a lump of lifelefs clay!

Prone on the bleeding corre herfelf fue threw,

Clafp'd his ftiff limbs, and bath'd wi~h tender dew:

She rav'd fa loud, that all the plains around, 631

And woods, re-e,cho'd the diftrefsful found:

Nor her 'Yhite breaft nor blooming cheeks {he

fpares,

But cruel that !he ftrikes, and there {he tears;

She rends' her golden locks, that know not blame,

.Invoking, vainly, oft the much-lov'd name; 636

And, little mindful of Zerbino's charge,

His fword had fet her frantic foul at large,

But, lo! a hermit, wont each flated day

To the clear fount to bend his lonely way, 640

Came from his neighbouring dwelling, timely tent

~Heaven's high will t' oppofe her dire intent.

This reverend man, in whom at once were join'd

A fage e~perience and a gentle mind,

fo admired by the Italians, and which, if the tranllator has done
any juftice to his author) cannot fail fuongly to affeCt: the Engli1h
reader•

.~.

Whofe
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Whofe hallow'd wifdom all examples knew,

'An~ brought, as in a mirror, thefe to view;

No'w, with a pious healing hand, addrefs'd

The balm of patience to her wou~ded breaft,

And many a woman bright in virtue nam'd, .

In either volume's ·'[acred text proclaim'd. 650

He fhow'd how vain our fearch of blifs is [pent.

When GOD alone can yield us true content j

That earth's enjoyments, ever fhifting, leave

The wi1h unfated, and the hope deceive.

He wrought fo far, with mild perfuafi~n's breath~

To change h~r heart fo lately fix'd on death, 656

-And raife her wifh to quit this vale of frrife,

And dedicate to GOD her future life.

Yet would fue never banifh from her mind

Zerbino's love, or leave his corfe behind;. ,

Refolv'd through all her pilgrimage to bear

With her the relicks of a form fo dear.

Then, by the hermit's aid, who {how'd in age

A frrength of limb his years could ill prefage,

Zerbino on his penfive freed fhe laid, 665

And travers'd many a mile the woodland fhade. '

• OLI~ ~- NEW TESrAMENT.

The
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The cautious hermit led not to his cell 1
·The lovely maid, with him alone to dwells

Where ftood his manfion in the neighbourinl dell.
His thoughts fuggeft-that h~d w~ juftly blame.

Which bear, .t once ~he fuel and th~ 6ltme i 67 ~

Nor would in prudence or in yean cQQfide..

By fUth a p~oQf to find his virtu, uy'd J

But me"nt to lead her to :PfQven~C!J wfle.fc ftood.J
Near fam'd MarfeiUes~ a holy haufe, endow'd 67S

With wealthy gift$, whofe fps,ciou$ walls COllWtl'<I·

Of heaven-devoted dame3 a fain~-likCo'b~d.

Awhile their fteps a friendly c~ftlc ttay'd" J
Where, in I fable comp c1o$'d, they laid 619
The na~ughtef'dknightsa,nd fi\felythence cOBvey'd. .

Ver. 667, tbe cautious hermit-] So Iigh,t a tur-ft given tQ

che narrative, after fo ~\ltifl.\l anti e.i"eCDtlI; a catdhopbo, V(~
I fear, difguft the re~r j but, at the iame time, as it ftroogly
marks the general complexion (>f the early Italian poets of this
clafs, and more efpecially the genius of Ariofto, it wu Ilet

thought allowable to omit the paffage. Thefc are aDlOPl tho
parts alluded to by Gravina, who accufes Arioflo of" fometimes
mingling ludicrous refiecnons or allufions with ferious matter"~

See the Preface.

Ver. 680. -theme cOmlty'd.] In me time of AsiQao, JOiq,
queen of Caftile, in like manner carried with her, in a coSin,
theoody of her dead hufband, Philip ofA~. ZATTA.

A fpacious
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A fpaciQus traB: of land" day following day,

Througb the lone wilQ and leaft frequented way.

They ftrove to pafs unknown" (ecurc from harms.

Now all the country found was fill'd with arm$. .

AtJcpgth a knight they met, who ftopp~d their CQurf~

With brutal infult and unmanly force 1 686

Of him [orne fitter time the mufe thaIl tell j

]:"Jow turn to what the Tartar king befd.

The battle ended thus" his generous freed }
The warrior from th~ reins and faddle freed, . 690

And turn'd him loofe to gra~e the ftowery mead.

pleas'd with the fair retreat, his limbs he laid

lkfide the ftream bennth the cooling {hade j

But lay not long" ere from a diftant height

Pefcending to the plain" appear·d a knight ~ 69S­

Him, foon as Doralis beheld" the knew,.
.,And pointing out to Mandricardo's view"

U nlefs the diftant fight deceive my eyes,

Lo! yonder comes fierce Rodomont (the cries) ;

To give t~ee combat from the hill he fpeeds" 700
And well fuch combat now thy prowefs needs j

Ver.688. NQ'W tllrn tf) whllt the Y'fJrlar king heftl.] He re­
tunis to Ifabella and the bermit, Book :xxviii. ver. 676.

Rage
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Rage for' my lofs, "affianc'd to his bed,

Has drawn down all his vengeance on thy head.

f1.s the bold hawk a fiercer mien affumes,

Lifts his high head, and fpreads his rumed plumes,

-If chance fome birds of houfehoid breed he fpies 706
(The ftarling, duck, or dove) before him rife:

So Mandricardo, well afiur'd to bear

From Rodomont the bloody wreaths of war,

:With joy exulting, mounts his fteed again, 710

Bis feet the, ftirrups prefs, his hand therein.
, , I

And now the wrathful ohiefs approach'd fo neal\

'That each the other's threatening words migqt heap.

The king of Algiers fuook his haughty head,

Wav'd his right arm, and thus aloud he faid: 7 1 5
Soon fhall I make thee rue thy fatal joy,

Who for a fhort-liv'd gift, an amorous toy,

Hall: dar'd t' infult a prince, whofe powerful ,hand

Shall wreak the vengeance that fuch wrongs demand.

Then ,Mandricardo thus :-In vain he tries 720

Tofhake my courage who with threats defies.'

Women and boys are fcar'd with feeming harms,

Or thofe that ne'-er were bred to ufe of arms:

,Not fuch am I-whofe foul no terror knows, .

The hour of combat is to me repofe: 7'J.S

On
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On foot, on horfe, difarm'd' or arm'd, I dare, .

In the clofe lift, or open field, of war.

Rage follows rage, and threatenings threatenings

breed i

Their fwords are drawn) and thundering {hokes fuc-,
ceed.

Like winds that fieft but whifper through the brake,

Next the high tops of elms or beeches 1hake j 731
Then whirl the gathering duft aloft in air,

Sweep cots away, and lay the foreft hare'j

In tempefts kill the flocks that graze the plain,

And whelm tHe veffels in the howling main: 735

:Thefe Pagan knights, whofe like could ne'er be found

Through all the realms for deeds of arms renown'd,. .

Ver.727. - In the clofe !ijl, or open field of war;] This
lpeech of :Mandricardo is in the fpirit, of HeCl:or to Ajax, be­
fore the fingle combat between them. Ajax had defied him,
with haughtinefs, to which he replies: .

Me, as a boy or woman, would'fi thou fright,
New to the field, and trembling at the fight ~

Thou meet'ft a chief deferving .of thy arms,
TO,combat born, and bred amidft alanns:
I know to fuift my grourid, remount the car,
Turn, charge, and anfwer every call of war ;
To right, to left, the dexterous lance to wi~ld,

And bear thick battle on my fouFlding fuield.

POPE'S Iliad, Book vii. ver. 285.

With
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Wich dauntlefs hearts, and many a dreadful ftroke,

Purfu'~ a fight that well their race befpoke.

With bcmid clangor oft their falchions melet j 740

Earth feerns to groan and {hake beneath their feet I

While, from tb.eir batter'd .armour, frequent fly
The fiery fparks, afcending to the fiey.

On either fide alike the knights aft"ail

The plates to f.eft.r, ,or to rend the mail. 74l
~ach inch of groond they g.uard with equa-l care,

And in a nattaw.(l)J'b contract: the war.

ArnitlA a thoofand aimtd, the Tartar ben<b

A ftroke, ChM; driven with both his hand~ deftends

On Saru's front-the many-eolout'd li~t 7S0

Now iEkims in mift b~fore his dazzled fight.

11~ fell the African, offenfe berelfV'd.

The ~r\J}Il1'er af his fteed his helm 1'~c-ei'V'd f

He lo£t his ftirrtlps, and his feat had toll,

~v'n in her fight whofe love he valu'd moll: t 7S5
But as a bow of temper'd freel" coniitain'd

To yield reluaant to a pOtent hand,

The more it bends, theftronger, when relea.s1c1,
'It' (Brings, and fe·nds the .ibaft 'with ftrength in...

creaa'd.

Again
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Af!;ain t.he Pa.g&A riling from the blow, 7(it)

R~turn'd rod0labled vengeanee on his foe.

Where late hiMfdf the hoffile' weapon felt.
Stem Rodomont on Manchicardo dealt

~he furious blade: the blade no entrance found';

The Troj:m carque iecur'd ~e knight from WOUftd. ~

l\ut (caret the Tartat, with the blow bereav'd. 76'6

Of fight and (enfe, the day ftom night perceiyid.

While Rodomont repeated ftrokes befOOw'd,

And all his helmet laid the fllrious load j

The Tartarts courfer, that beheld with fear 71()
The boftile Reel which hif,'d aloft in air,

/

With his own fate his rider's fafety bought t

For while to ,ihtm the fearful noife he fo~ght..

Full on his neck defcends the weighty (word,

And 'giyes to him the wound defign'd his lord; 175
He wanted Hector's helm his head to 1hieId,

And hence he feU-but inftartt (rom the field

Rais'd on his feet, again with fearIefs look

Bold Mandricardo Durindana £hook ~

Rage fweU'd his breaft to view his cour(er llain ; 7~O

While Rodomont on him with loo(en'd rein

Impell'd his freed j but Mandricardo ftood,

Firm as fome rock amidft the billowy flood;

While,
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While, with his lord o'erthrown, extended low

Was laid the courfer of the Sarzan foe. 7SS

Sudden the king of Algiers left his £leed,

His feet as fwifdy from the ftirrups freed,

And £lood recover'd with the foe to wage

An equal fight j no lefs the Tartar's rage

His rival met--Now blows fucceeding blows, 790

Fierce and more fierce the burning combat grows.

But, lo! an envoy came from Afrie's bands,

With numbers more difpateh'd thro' Gallia's lands,

-Baek to their banners every chief to call,

And private knight, when need requir'd them all :

For he ., whofe arms the golden lily bore, 796
Had in their works befieg'd the Pagan power;

And, did not fpeedy aid retrieve their fame,

.))efrrutl:ion foon mufi: whelm the Moori1h namer.

The tmfty herald, as he nearer drew,

By arms and veftment well the warriors knew j

But more" he knew them by their force in field,

And weapons, which like theirs no hands couIU

. wield.

He dares not ruili between their wrathful fwords;

And truft the privilege his name affords: 805

*' CHARLES.

I

"~j
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.But rage anew, till mutual valour tty'd

Their fatal title to the dame decide.

Thus they j and £he to whom their faith they

vow'd, 83-

The facred pledge for either warrior ftood.

B.ut Difcord ftern, whofe unrelenting mind

Abhorr'd all treaties that to peace indin'd,

And Pride no lefs the friendly terms oppos'd

That thus in hated league their anger clos'd. 835

Eut thefe in vain, with force combin'd, affail'd,

Where Love's refiftlefs power o'er all prevail'd :

He bent his bow, his arrows fwifely flew,

Till Pride and Difcord from the field withdrew;..

The truce ,confirm'd by her whofe fovereign fway

COlnpeI1'd each hardy champion to obey. 841

One warlike freed they mifs'd, for in the fight

Lay dead the· cl;mrfer of the Tartar knight j

When thither gallant Brigliadoro firay'd,

Who cropt, befide the ftream, the verdant glade.

Since here the book concludes, permit me here

To paufe, and for a while the tale defer. 847

END OF THi TWENTY-FOURTH BOOK.
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condemned tp die. Tale of Richardetto and Flordefpina. RQ­
gem and Richardetto arrive at the caftle of Agritinont, where
they are entertained by Aldiger of the howe of Clannont. Al­
diger gives Richardetto uaw-'Fome tidings of their ltinfmen
Malagigi and Vivian, who Were prifoners to Lanfufa, the mo­
ther of Ferrau. Rogero engages to fCt them at liberty. Ro­
guo's ktter to Bradamant to excwe his abfence. Rogero~

~~~ aftll A1t1~ fet 0f111"" dly to ~fcmil\filalir;

'aiW Vivlan1rom the hafuls oftlie Pagans. ~.
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"THE thirft of honour and the force of love .
Eternal ftrife in, youthful bofoms move:

Nor yet is known which moil: inclines the fcales,

Since this or that alike in turn prevails.,

The call of glory, and the fe,nfe of right, S
Not little now can weigh with either knight

To fray the combat for the damfel fought,

.TiU fuccour to the Moorifu camp. was brought:

But Love more weigh'd-artd had not her co~mands

Whofe power was fovereign held tl\e~r wrathful hands,

Ne'er had the. battle ~eas'd, ~il1 one fubdu'd' II

Had ftain'd his rival's wreaths with vital blood;

And Agramanr., with all his focial train,

Had hop'd afiiftance from their arms in vain.

p 3 Condemn,
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. Condemn not Love-if oft he merits blame, 15
His generous influence oft our praife may claim.

All thoughts of conteft o'er, the warlike pair

Tow'rds Paris' walls, with her, the gen~le fair,

Direa their fteeds: the dwarf attends their courfe,

The dwarf who led, t~ meet his rival's force, 20

The jealous Rodomont, nor ceas'd to trace

. The Tartar, till he brought them face to face.

A meadow entering how, at eafe they find

Four knights befide a cry~al fount re~lin'd :

Tw~ all unarm'd, two wear their helmets l~c'd; 25
, .

And by their fide a beauteous dame is plac'd~

But who the'knights and dame~ fome future time

Shall·tell-Rogero firft demands my rhyme;

Rogero who, but late the tale has fhown,

In ~he deep well his magic fhield had thrown. 30

.Scarce from the well a. mile Rogero pafs'~,

When, 10! an envoy came; (of thofe in hafte

Difpatch'd by king Troyano's fon, to clai~

His champions to retrieve the Pagan name)

Vcr. 27. But who the knights a"d dame, &c.] He retur-l\S to

thefe, Book. xxvi. ver,' +98. .
Vcr. 30. In the deep weP-] See!B~kxxii. ver.663'

From
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From J1im he heard the camp's difaftrous ftate, 35J
Where now the powers, befieg'd by Charles, await

(Dnlefs reliev'd) the laft diftrefs of fate.

At this, confliCting thoughts Rogero prefs'd,

And rent at once his undetermin'd breaft

Withdifferent calls-norwhich t' attend he knows, 40

Scarce time or place to weigh the choice allows.

At length the herald he difmifs'd, and fped

His courfe to follow where the damfd led,

"Vho urg'dhim on, till with the fetting fun

They reach'd a city by Marfilius won 45
From royal Charles, where frill his arms maintain'd,

AmidA: the heart of France, his conquefr gain'd.

No bridge nor portal here their hafte delay'd.;

None cIos'd the portal, nor their paffage ftay'd j

Though near the folfe and gate was feen to ftand 50

(To guard the place) an arm'dand numerO\lS band.

The maid, his fair conduCtrefs, well they knew,

And hence, unqueftion'd, let the knight purfue

His purpos'd way, till to the fquare he came,

And faw the thronging crowd and kindled flame; 55
Where ftood the youth, who feem'd prepar'd to wait,

With downcaft looks, his near-approachifl~ fate.

p 4 But -
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Bqt when, by ~hance, he rais'd his mournful eyes

Suffus'd in .ears, Uogoro, with furprize7

Believ'd in him his Bradamant he view'd j 60

So much the youth a kindred likenefs ~ew'd :

Still as he gaz'd, and gaz'd with nearer 100k7

The mien ~nd features lJradamant b~fpoke :

Or this (he cries) is fhe" or I no more

Am that Rogero I was caU'd before. 65

Through too mu~h zeal to give th' l.mhappy aid,

She hither <;arne, and here, by fate betray'd,

A prifoner fiands-Why did thy hafre, my fair,

Forb~d thy knight th' adventurous deed to fhare ?

Yet, thanks to Heaven r that favour'd th:us J come,

With timely fuccour to reverfe thy doom. 71

His fword unfheathing with a furious look,

(His fpe<lr on Pinabello's knight~ he broke)

Af;ain(l: the throngs una,rm'd his !teed he guides,

,O'er many a booy, preil:. to earth, he rides. 7S
With cries the wretches fly, and all the train

1\ (So numerous late) are chac'd, or maim'd, or nai~.

As whep, befide. a pool, the houfehold breed

Of fmaller birds in' flocks fecurely feed j

If chance a hawk, defcendin~ from the fkies, 8.0

Amidfr them £trikes, and wakes his fingle prize i

,10 Each
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Each ~~its his fellow, fOl IUmfelf provides,

And from his fecuher'd fQe ror fafety hides: '

So had you feeo difpers'd the heartlefs crew;

When firft Rogero on their numbers flew: 85
From four or fix that thence too £lowly fled,.

At one fierce ftroke Rogero lopt the head;

Cleft to the breaft through forne his ftee! he fent ;

TJ1ere, through the fkull j here to the teeth it went.

Wh;tt tho' no ponderous helms their heads indofe,

But lighter morions bind each wretch's brows,. 91

Yet, were they arm'd at proof, his raging blade

Throu-gh temper'd helmet had the paffage made.
. '

Rogero's ftrength was not t~ ftrength we find

151 modern k.nights,. or th~ir degenerate kind;' 95

Not fuch the tufky boar or lion boafts,

The' fierceft beaft Qf ours, or foreign coafts ;

Perchance the thunder may his force excel,.

Or that dire fiend (not he that reigns in hell) 99

But that which, arm'd with fire, my lord employs,

Which drives thra' feas and fities,. ~nd all deftroys.

Ver. 99. Or tbat dire fiend (not he that reigns in heU)
BNt that which, arm'd withfire, 1IIy lDrd employs,]

, By thefe lines the poet is fuppofed to mean a large piece of ar­
tilrery belonging to the duke of l"errara, which, from the vaft
~xecution it did in the field, bad. jdly acquired the name of the .
"lJ,EJ\T PEYlL. RUSCELL.

Not

'.
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Not Iefs than one was flain at every wound~

But oftener two at once he hurl'd to ground:

Now four, now five he flew; and foon remain'd

A hundred breathlefs by his fatal hand. 105

The fword, which from his noble fide he drew,

Cuts, like foft curd, the hardeft fted in two.

This fword, the work of Falerina's fkil1,

Was in Orgagna's garden forg'd to kill

The bold Orlando: but her alter'd mind 110

Full fbon repented what {he once defign'd :

For all her arts {he found in vain employ'd,

When with this fword her garden he deftroy'd.

What 'horrors now, what naughter muft it yield,

When giv'n in fuch a warrior's hand to wield! lIS

If e'er Rogero force or {kill pofi'efs'd,

To fave his miftrefs, now it {hone confefs'd.

As the poor hare defends her from the hound,

So from the knight the crowds their fafety found.
. I • •

,What numbers by his thundering arm lay dead! I ~o

But who {hall number thofewho trembling fled!

Meanwhile the damfelloos'd the cruel hands

That captive held the wretched victim's hands i

Ver. 108. Fa/erina's /kill, &c.] See note, to Book
xli. ver. 192, for an accpuntof this adveJ!ture.

With
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With zealous fpeed {he arm'd them for the fight,

The buckler grac'd his left, the fword his right. 12S,
Fir'd with his wrongs, he ru!h'd with vengeful mind

T() vent his rage on that degenerate kind.

Such were his deeds, as future times {hall tell

That valour which he then approv'd fo well.

The parting fun beneath the weftern main 13Q

Had plung'd, in ruddy waves, his golden wain,

When, with the youth preferv'd from cruel fate,

Rogero iffu'd victor. from the gate.

The youth, repriev'd by good Rogero's aid

From threaten'd death, his grateful thanks repaid:

Thanks ever due to one, who thus unknown 136

Had for another's fafety riik'4 his own;

Then begg'd him to reveal his name, and {how

To whom his life could fuch deliverance owe.

Rogero to himfe1f-Lo! there are feen 140

My fair-one's features, with her beauteous mien;

But not the voice of Bradamant I hear,

Whofe fweetnefs ftole upon my raptur'd ear.

Not fuch the thanks that Bradamant would pay'

To him {he loves, on this eventful day. 145

l;Jutcan it be-or can my faithful dame

So foan forget her dear Rogero's name?
To
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To eafe his doubts, he thus with courteous grace ~

Thefe ~yes are fure familiar to thy face j

But when, or where, I feek in vain to find j I SO
Thou, gentle youth, relieve my wandering mind.

Thou may'ft, ere this, Sir knight, have met thee.

eyes,

But when, or where, I know not (he replies~, ,

Since through the world, like other knights, I range

From land to land, to feek adventures llrange. 155
Perchance in me ,a fifter's form appears,

Who wears the cuirafs, and the. falchion rears.

. Our birth was olle-ac.d oft our umblaDt make

Has held our parents in a fond miftake :

Not thou the firft of numbers who deceiv'd . 160

By either's looks, have each for each bdiev'd j

One differen,e oo.1y fec:n-theie tr.dfes ihe>rn

Scarce reach my ilioclders, lh') by men are worn :

While hers, with lcmgthen,'d growth, in many a·fold,

Beneath her helm in filken braids are rall'd. 16~

Once on ber head a Paga.n.'s weapon fell

With gbaftly wound, but how, 'twere long to tell j

, Ver. 167. Witb gho/Ny 'Wound, &c.] Bradanrant" De~

without her helmet, was wounded by a Pagan, and afterward&.
cured of the wound by a father of the order of Jefus, who, for
that purpofe, cauted her hair to be cut off j te which. ciYcU81..
iaAce Ariofto fevera! times alludes.

See General View of BoyARDO'S Story.

When,
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When, for her cure, a holy father's care

(Of Jefus train) lopt clofe her length of hair:

No fign ~as then that either could proclaim,. t70

And all our difference was in [ex and name.

Her Bradamant, call Richardetto me ;

I brother to Rinaldo, fifter {he.

If now you deign to lend attention, hear

A wondrous tale that ~ell deferves your ear: ! 75
Ii.. chance, which from our mutuallikenefs rofe,

Begun in joy, but nearly clos'd i~ woes•

. Rogero, who no other tale requir'd,

No fweeter converfethan of her defir'd,

Of her' h1s beft belov'd and foledelight, 1go

.erought the youth his ftury to recite.

He thus began-As through the woo~land {hade.

With trefi"es {horn, my martial fifter frray'd,

One day fatigu'd with toil, and faint with heat,

She reach~d a pleafant fountain's cool, retreat; ISS

Then left her freed, her {hining helm unbound,

And funk in {lumber on the verdant ground.

Not all the fables ancient poets tell,

Or fancy'd legends, can this truth excel.

. A royal virgin, eager at the chace, 190

Fair Flordefpinal to the Jonely place

By
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By fortune came, and drawing nigh, furvey'd

'My fieeping fifter in bright arms array'd,

All fave her head: her fide the falchion wore,

And every part a manly femblance bore. 195

Struck with her form, awhile the virgin gaz'd 1
In wonder wrapt, till Love a paffion rais'd,

That foon through all her tender bofom blaz'd.

She urg'd her to the chace; then from the Crew

Of horns, and hounds the feeming champion drew 200

To where no prying witnefs might intrude,

In deepeft £hade of friendly folituae.

By words and gefture there the gentle maid

The fecret of her. deep-ftruck heart betray'd :

With languor-darting eyes~ withfighs of fire, 20$

She £how'd her foul confuming with defire.

Now from her ,cheeks the rofy colour fled;

Returning warmth now flu£h'd the deep'ning red:

Till, loft in thoughts of vifionary blifs,

And bolder grown, £he ventllr'd on a kifs. 210

Vel". 210. And bolder grown, &c.] T~is behaviour ofFlor­
defpina feems an outrage on all female decency ; but it mufl be
remembered, that our poet, in this extenfive work, exhibits

every kind of perfonage; that the attraCtions of Flordefpina are
merely the attraaions of beauty, and that her charaCter is to far
from being amiable, that the Italian commentators have fuppofed
her to reprefent inordinate and ungoverned paffion.

3 Too

-_.. -
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Too well my lifter knew her manly frame,

And martial guife, beguil'd the gentle ,dame ;

She knew no power t' affuage the fair {me's fmart,

And foft compaffion touch'd her friendly heart.

Then to herfe1f-'Twere better to reveal 215

My woman's fex, and thus her frenzy heal j

To own myfelf a maid of gentle mind,

Not feem a youth of rude degenerate kind:

And well fhe {aid-for recreant muft he prove,

A man whore pulfe was never warm'd to love j 220

Who, when fome beauteous damfel courts his arms,

With youthful fwee'tnefs and alluring charms,

Should wafte in talk the hour good fortune brings,

And, like a cuckoo, hang his coward wings.

My lifter now, with mild addrefs, prepar'd 225

To foothe the virgin, and the truth declar'd j

That like Camilla, panting for a name,

Or fierce Hyppolita, fhe burnt for fame j

And in Arzilla born, on Afric's fhore,

From earlieft youth the lance and buckler bOJe. ~30

In vain fhe fpoke j her words no fpark remove

Of paffion kindled in the fire of love:

'::foo late the medicine came to heal the fmart,

Since Love, alas 1 too deep had plung'd his dart.

Wheneter

I
1•,
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.Whene'er !he views the manly mien and arms, ~3S

A tranfient hope her beating bofom warms;

But foon, the lov'd-one's rex recall'd to mind,

Again is hope to cold defpair relign'd.

Whoe'er that day had heard the virgin moUrn,

Would figh for figh, and tear for tear return. ~40

Did ever wretch (llie. cry'd) fuch torments know

To equal what I fee1---my curelefs woe I

All other loves, fave mine, fuccefs may find,

Whether of lawful or of impious· kind.

From the lliarp thorn the bloomirrg rofe we' part, 2.4S
But vain defire muft ever rend my heart.

Ah, ruthlefs Love! {ince envious of my bIifs,

Thou o;uft, with' cruel pains, pollute my peace.

Suffic'd it nqt to give fome common wound,

Which others from thy various darts have found? 2 SO
Ne'er midft th~ human race, or beftial train,

A female feeks a female's love to gain:

( Ver.241. Did ever wretch, &c.) This ooMpla.int ofFJor~

def~D is clofely copied from. the fable of Iphis ami Ianthe, in
OVID. See Metani.......But while the poet makes Flordefpina
enumerate the unnatural loves of Semiramis, Paliphae, and Myr­
rha, and complain of the ftnguhtity of her OWn, he feems en~

tinlly'lG fetsetthe Iiory ~ IplUs and IaIltbe. '

No

..' - .-~...,-~.;,;;a.i_~
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No damftl's channs
o

&ttriu9: a damfers fight,

NQr hinds in hinds, n(!)r lambs in lambs delight:

-I~~air-on earth.:-.but one, alas! cab ptoTe, '25 S
And I,J alas! that one-fo ftrange a lo~e.

Thus, ruthlers power! my wretched fate mull: {how

A great example of thy rule below.

The wife of Ninus, by the Furies fir'd,

To her fon's bed with. impious lull: afpir~d : 0.60

Ver.1S9· 'fh, wi/ulNinus,......j Semiramis. This nam..
is faiel to have been given her becaufe fhe was nourilhed by
doves, which are Co called in the Syrian ~ngue. Many fables
are told of her. Diodorus SictUus relates; that lhe was bort1 in
a wood, near the city of Akaloni&; that her inOthet W'lI$ a~·

pIlted gadders, and her father a prieft; that at ber birth file
was concealed in a grotto, where the do~ ftealing mUk tram
tIlefilepherds, catr'lOd it 'to ,the. 1n&nt-. H.! relates, that the
was aflerwards brought up by the kina'. head lhepherd, and in
procefs of time married Ninus, kiDi of Alfyria. At his death
fhe took upon her the government of the empire, and was
fiunous ~r her courage and cOndua. She~ apt~s of the
moLl: abandoned principles; and, in order to conceal ber alDOUI'St
is raid to have caufed ,every man to be put to death who partook
of hu favours. She had a ton by her hulband called ° Ninus,
with whom, °fome fay, the ~ in love; and that,' upon her fo- .

licitation to comply With her impious dcfi:res, the was iain by
him. Others fay, that fue married him; and in order to COTel'

her guilt ~naAed a law, by which it was permitted for a mothea'
to awry her fon. POIt.CACCHI. °

VOL. III. <t. Myrrha

~.o
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Myrrha her fatbcr lov'd'; the Creta$! dame- ,
A bull deceiv'd~butwilder is ·my~•.. :
In thefe the,~~~s; frill. the males purtue" _

And each attaiu'd her willi" if.. tc¥es. be t~ue~._

But here fhould Dedalus his arts apply"" ~65
, . . .

No art could fuc.h a'Gor~n knet untie, . , '

Which Nature .fram'd to make my paaion vain,.

Nature, whore laws muft every power ren:rain.

Thus to herfe1f laments the fair diftreft,

And feeds eternal anguifh in her breaft ; 270 .

She rends her locks" fhe tears her ~ove1y cheek~,
While on hc;rfA::lf a mad revenge !he feek~ :,

Touch'd with htr woe, my pitying fifter hears,

Sighs back her fighs,and' anfwers tears with tears~'

In vain fhe, ftrivc$ to cure her fcnfe1efs love, 27S
li.() words can,foothe her, and no reafons move;

. .

While, fue, who feeks !lot comfort but relief,

Still mourns the Jl.10re, ,and fInks. from grief to grief•

• Thf: day but little now remain'd torun~

Rea iJ;l.the weft appear'd the ~etl:ing fun: 280

~~d time'r~quir.'d to feek a.~q~t for th~fe ..

That would .no~ there in foieft wilds repofe ; .

When now tli~ virgi'n huntreG made reql,lcft; -
,,' r' -, ~ ) ..

.For Bfadamaat beneath her r~of to reft. .'. :;',--. '-

I ,

- .........~.

My

._4. ..... , ..
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My lifter, 'yi~djns:tp1th~Aame- oon~entJ .~Si·

Toge~er to Marfilius' town theY.!'lent j

Where but for thee, whafeaid fo timely came.a_.

Thefe 'Yretched limbs had fed the hungry fl~me.

Arriving, Flordefpina Jo -the place

My lifter welcom'd with a fifter's grace j- , ~~~

Then in a female garb her friend arr-ay'd"

That all who faw might know her for a maid:

And more---fhe hop'd the caufe o(h~r diftrefs.

From error nourifh'd by the manlike drefs,.

The drefs once chang'd, her fond defire might ceafe,

A!Id all her bo{om be compos'd to peace. ' 29~­

Ah! how unlike that n,ight the couch they prefs'd t
,

Qne roundly lock'd in-all;.compofing teft :.

One -waking figh'd, or if fhe clos'd her eyes,

In broken numbers flatterin~ vifions rife. 3°<1-

She fancies, at her prayer, indulgent Heaven

To Bradamant a better fex had given.

Pis, worn with tedious watch, the patient dreams.

(Long parch'd with feverifh thirft) oflimpid ftrea~sJ

And cooling draughts,;. fo {he in neep ~njoys 3°$:.

What a)l in vain her waking thought employs.

Sudden file ftarts, extending round the bed

Her -longing hands i but, finds the bleffing fled •.. .
Q...~ That
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That night what offerings {he to Macon vow'd,

To every power !-that for lier fake beftow'd, 310

Some miracle. in pity to her flame,

Might to a'youth transform the virgin dame.

In vain {he prays-in vain her tears-her love­

No Macon hears her, and no powers approve.

All night fh:e mourn'd, till Phcebus from the-wave 3 I 5

His locks difclos'd, and light returning gave:

The light return'd, from bed the pair arofe,
Day adding force to Flordefpina's woes:

For Bradamant (whom much it i'rk'd to prove

The haplefs object of fa vain a love, 3~o

And by her prefence more inflame the fmart)

Declar'd her fpeedy purpofe to depart.

But, ere file went, fair Flordefpina brought'

A ftately freed, with trappings ric~ly wrought;

To thefe a furcoat join'd of coftly make, 3251
Work'd by her hands ~ and will'd her, for the fake

Of parting love, the precious gifts to take•.
, And now my fifter: urg'd her fpeedy way

To :Mount Albano, ere the c~ore of day;

Where we, her mother and her brethren, flew 330

With eager joy her welcome face to ''''~''
, -.

4 Hu
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For Richardetto's fake Itogero prov'd,

A kinfman dear by Aldiger belov'd : 500

Though now his guefts he met not with that air

Of cheerful greeting he was ~ont to wear,

But penfive came: that day were tidings brought,

Which fill'd his face with grief, his breaft witk

thought.

Inftead of glad falute, with heavy look, 505
Young Richardetto firft he thus befpoke.

Alas! my kinfman-hear me now difclofe

Unwelcome news, to fpeak our kindred'swoe••

Know Bercolagi, {prong of ruthlef. feed,

Has with Lanfufa, ruthlefs dame! agreed SI.
Large wealth in fums of countlefa gold to pay,

For which the dame our brethren ihall cOllVey

Vivian and Malagigi, to the hand

Of Bertolagi, and his impious band.

E'er fince the time Ferrau fubdu'd infight SIS
Our kinfmen, has 1he kept each helplefs knight

In the drear confines of a darkfome cell,

, Till this dire co~paa: which I loath to tell.
To-morrow'. fun the prifoners, with a guard,

She fends to Bertolagi, where prepit'd.. 5Qo
. ,

Ver. 513- JUI wit" LtmfijiJ.,-] Lanfi&A, the~ of
Ferra~

Near "
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Near fair Bayona, he with gift:&'of coft

Shall buy the deareft- blood that France can boaft.

To our Rinaid~ on a fwift-foot fteed

The news I fent, but much I fear our need

Requires-that fpeedy fuccour from his fword, 525

The le~h of 'tVay for-bids him to afford.

No force have I to lead againft the foe j

My, will is prOlll1pt, but, ah! my ·means are flow•.
Then, whit}ter ful\1ll tarn,. what method try?

If in his hands tlley fall, they furely die. 530

III Richardetto this advice receiy'.d, ..

Which, grieving h~:~no.lef6,R.()gerogriev'd :

He !aw, where both in penfive filence ftoQd,

Opprcft wit&. evil chance, defpairing good; .

Then dauntlefs th\ls-·Compofe each anxiousbreaft,

With me alone this enterprize fhall rell; 536 .

Againft a thoufand weapons fhall you fee

Mine boldly drawn, to fet your brethren free :

My fingle arm the Pagan bands SuH face:; . 1­
Give but a guide to· lead to yonder place, 540'

Where futh a. -CoMpaCt threats your' metOhed: ~

ra<;.e.- .. : . : . - : .' '. !

S@lo~ fhall the.b~ tumult teach-your :ear, :

'i.boup..di6:~ta ~h~'?fiQ'or~w<i- ~al1 hear,
.0£
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Qf thore t~.at bargfrin,f.or each.wfCt~dthra1~,. ,

cDf thO;fe that flY'IlJ~, or ohlmfe. that fall.". ..~,
.': ,TlltkS he; anc\,what he fp.;~ w.arriorknew,

:1..1 proof late feen, his deeds might well mak~ ,true j ,

While!ons fcarc¢ heard, w·hearq.; b\lt-;¥ the. w~~s.

Of, thofe, whofe, &oafting little- ~ope .~orda. ',' ,

But Richard~tto.him.afid~addl1ti~'d~ ". " _'; ,HO
And told how late hiJ life; when. fore difttdfs!d" _,',
Rogere f~v'd, and wen h~ kne~ his 'deedi:.-:" '_, ,:

On fit occafion would hi, fpeech exceed•.

At this gObd Aldiger, with alter'd mind,

To dO.him reverence every taought inc1in'd i . $5$
And, at his ,table plac'd, where plenty po~r'd

Her, well-filJ."d' .~rn) he hDnQur'd as hislol'ld;

And now tJus'~flights and Doble youth agree"

Without more aid, the captive pair to free.

The hour approach'd, when,.Otkp pr-epav·d,to,dof..­

The eyes of lords and knights in foft repof~, 59r: .

All fave Rogero's; in whofe anxious breal1:.

Corroding thoug~t,repell'd approaching reft;
The fiege of Agramant, wh~h late be heard.,

Engrofs'd ~i~ iliOJ,Jg4it. j' he; kBew eacb ho~r' de-

ferr'd 565

To

•,

b---' ---...- .----~. - .. -_ ..... r_ -.--i __ . _':-. ... ..-.....
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To join his ion!, muD: fully his fair fame, .

Nor could he~ but with deepeft fenfe of fhame, 1
Alift his fovertign's fOCI, and own the Chriftian

name.

His change of faith at other times had prov'd

A mind fincefe, by pure religion mov'd; 57"

But now, when Agramant, in ftate diftreft,

Requir'd hi. arm, might raeher {peak him preft:

With daftard fear, than urg'd by (orce of truth:

While thefe rcftc&ions pain the generous youth,

He dares not yet to Agramant ~epart, 57S
Wi~hout her leave, the fovcreign of his hearc.

Each tbought by turns his dubious borom {ways J

Now this prevails, and now more lightly ,!eighs.

Once had he hop'd, but vainly hop'd, to meet

His Bradamant at Flordefpina's feat, 580

Which with the guiding fair, and martial maid .J
He lately fought in Richardetto's aid•

. And now he'c~lls to mind his firft defign"

At Vallombrofa's walls his love to join,

His virgin-love" who thtre might well expeCt: SiJ
Hi. fight in vain, and blame hia now negled:. '

-BJLADAMANT.

His



... -

.~. xxv. ORLANDO FU~IQSO. '~1

His thoughts thus changing, never at a ftaYt

He fix'd at length by letter to convey

His fecret foul; though doubtful yet whgfe care

Might to her hand the gentle meffage beat; 590

Yet truth that chance would on his way provide

A meffi:nger, in whom he might confide.

He quits his bed-and pens and light demands: .

The ready pages, with officious hands,

Each need fupply-and firft, as lovers ufe; 595
He greets her fair, then tells th' unwelcome news.

He bids her think, on him what fhame muft wait,

Should death or bondage be his fovereign's fate 1

That finee ne hop'd her hufband's name to gain,

No flighteft blemifh muft his honour ftain;· 600

As nought impure, muft her pure love enjoy,

Whofe foul was "truth, refin'd from all alloy.

Vera 593. He fJU;t~ his hed-andpens and light, &c.]

The Italian.
--- faIta delle piume,

Si fa dar carta, lnchioftro, penna, e IUme.

'» Literally,
--He leaps from his bed,

And ~ufes paper,~ pens, and a light to be given hUn.-
Thefe familiar paffages cannot well be rendeml in .our llUk

guage; and it is furely difficult to conyey, in an)' tolerable
zrui.nner, the authOr's fen1e in Englilh verfe.

VOL. Ill. R If
•

••
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If e'er lie wi1h'd to purchafe virtuous fame,

Or wifh'd, when.porchas'd,.oo prc(er:ve the claim,

What muO: he DOW, when fhc, his future wife, "'S
Would £hare with him in each event of life P

With him in weal or woe be ever join'd,

Two bodies link'd by o~e infonning mind?

. And as he oft had vow'd, he thus once morc

1:Iis vows confirm'd; the fated featon o'er, 610

'For which he to .his lord muft keep unftain'd.

His loyal truth; h~ then, if life cemain'd,

By every proof woold all her fears r~liev~, ,

And Chriftian faith with open rites receive;

And from her fire, her brother, all her train 6 I 5

Of kindred friends, her hand in marriage gain.

Firft will ~ raire (he faid) with thy confent,

The fiege by which my fovercign lord is pent,

Left m~n fhould fay, while Agraqtant maintain'd

His profjJerous ftate,Rogero firm remain'd j 620 I

But now for Charles fince Fortune changes hands,

He fpreads his ftandard with the victor's bands.

Some thrice five days, or'twenty, let me prove

My force, my monarch's danger to remove,

'Then will I frame a juft excufe, to take 625

My leave of,Agramant-for honour's fake,

... I afk

•
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I a~ no more, and oUr my future Ii&:
I give to ~ee, my miftrefl) and my: wife.

In phrafe like this; Rogero painted ~e.ll 6JZ:

~is. feeret th~ughts, whichfearce the Mufe can tell i '

Nor ftay~d his pen, till wor4s faft flowing o'er,

The love-directed page could hold no more..
The letter cnding here, the lines he fe~'d,

And fealing, in his careful bofomhe14,

In hope£fome friend..' ere <?De .revolving day, (>85
. Might to her hand the gentle ehargecpJlvey.

The letter clos'd, he clos'd in number dt!ep

His heavy lids o'er-wateh'd-:the Power 9f Sle~p

Stood near his couch, ilnd o'er his members threw

The pe~ceful.drops of Lethe's filent dew. ()4G.

He nept, till in the caft a breaking cloud

With blended hues of white and purple glow'd ..

Whence flowers were ftrow'd o'er jlll the f~ilingfkie9..

And, thron'd in gold, .the morn began to rife.

When now the birds, from every verdant {pray,

With early mufic .hail'd the new-born qay, ~4~'
,

Ver. 629' In phraft Iih Ihis, &c.] Spenfer has in1ike~
ner introduced a'letter into his poem, uPQn~ Mr. Ugtop;

obferves, " SpenCer has not the authority of Homer and ViTgU
for introducing an epiftle in his. epic poem, but he ltas the autho.-
rity of Ariofl:o." '

R 2. Good



J+4. ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXV.

GQod Aldiger (Rogero thence to lead,

With Richardetto, where their venturous deed

MuD: fet the brethren free from captive bands,

Condemn'd to impious Bertolagi's hands) 65(1
.Was firft on foot; and with him either gueft,
Who heard the fummons, left his downy reft.

Now clota'd with temper'd fteel, in meet array,

Rogero with the kinfmen took his way•

. Oft had. Rogero pray'd, but pray'd in vain, 655

His lingle arm might that day's glory gain.;

The two, through ardour in their kinfmen"s caufe

To join his arms, and urg'd by honour's laws,

Like rocks unmov'd, refus'd to him to yield

Alone the danger of fo brave a field. 660

The hour approach'd, when either Pagan train

Prepar'd to bring each car and loaded wain,

With Malagigi, Vivian, and the gold

For which the wretched chiefs were bought and fold.

The warriors ~each'd the place; a field that lay, 665

Of wide extent, expos'd to Phc:ebus' ray:

No laurel there, no myrtle's fragrant wood,

~or oak, nor elm, nor lofty cyprefs frood;

~ut thorn$ and bl"ambl.es choak'd the barren foil,

That felt no (pade, nor own'd the ploughman', toil.
. ;rh~
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The three bold champions check'd their courfen'

rein, 671

Where ftretch'd a path extending o'er the plain;

When drawing nigh, a warrior they behold,

Array'd in coftlyarms that flam'd with gold,

In whofe fair fhie1d of vivid green appears 67S

The wondrous bird that lives a thoufand years.

Here ceafe" my lord, while thus the book I clofe,

And, paufing here, entreat awhile repofe.

!ND OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH BOOK.

/
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THE A R GUM E N T.

ROGER-a, Richardetto, and Aldiger, meet an unknown warrior
who joins their party. They attack the troops of Maganza
and the Moor, and defeat them. Rogero and Marphifa figna­
lize their valour. The prifoners, Malagigi and Vivian, are fet
at liberty. The warriors repofing themfdves after the battle,
Malagigi e~lains to .the reft the myftical fculpture on a foun­
tain made by Merlin. Hippalca arrives, and gives an account
to Richardetto and Rogero of her lofmg Frontin~ which was
taken away by Rodomont. Rogero departs to revenge the af­
front. Arrival of Rodomonl1 Mandricardo, and Doralis:
Mandricardo joufts with all the knights, and overthrows
them: His battle with Marphifa. Rogero returns to the
fountain. Str,ange dHfentions amongft the warriors. Rogero

claims his horfe of Rodomont; and Mandricardo ~les
with Rogero for the device on his fuie1d. Rodomon~ MaD­
dricardo, and RQgero fight: Marphifa takes part ~th Ro­
gero. Malagigi, fearing for the fafety of Richardetto attacked
by Rodomont, caufes, by his magic art, a demon to enter the
horfe of Doralis, which carrying her away, fhe is immediatdy
followed by Mandricardo and Rodomon~ who are afterwards
purfued bY Rogero and MaI'fhifa.
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T HE generous dames, of ancient time, defpis'a

. The charms ofwealth. and virtue onlyp~'d ~

In ·this our age, we fee the female train

Scarce bend a willi to aught but fordid gain:

Yet thofe who, bleft with inbred goodnefs, 1hua 5

That love of gold which has the fex undone,

Living, content and peace may juftly clairp 1

And, dead, fhould find the meed of endlefs fame. I

'For ever, fure, muft Bradamant be prais'd,

Who not her thol1ghts to power or riches rais'd, Ie

But lov'd whate'er befpoke the noble mind,

Grace, courage, honourJ in ~ogero join'd i

And well deferv'd a knight of fuch defer!:

.should bear hef ima~e in, his ~onftant heart;'

And
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. And for her fake thofe valorous deeds atchieveJ 1 5

Which after ages fcarcely could believe.

Rogero, with the two, as late I told,

,With Aldi~r and Richardetto bold,

(The knights of Clarmont) bright in free! ;lrray'd J

Prepar:d to give t4e brother-prifoners "\id. Z~

I told you how a warrior crofs'd the field,

Of fcarlefs gefture, bearing on his fhield "

The bird that from'iu allies fprings to birth,

And (frrange to tell !) but one appears on earth.

Soo~ as the knight unknown, advancing,view'd 2S

Where each brave chief prepar'd for combat frood,

Eager h<: burn'd to prove, in marti:Ll deed,

How far their valour with their looks agreed.

Is there amongfr you oile who dares (he cries)

With me in fingle fight difpute the J?rize ? J~

With {pear or fword in rough encounter meet,

TUl one {hall fall, while one retains his feat?

That man were I-(thl1s Aldiger reply'd)

'With thee the {word to ·wield, the {pear to guide:

But·(as thyfelf {halt fee) far other tafk 3S
Bids us tefufe what courage bids thee afk j

/1. taik, that [carce permits thefe few {hort words,
~ .

Much lefs the time "to run at tilt affords. -

Behold
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Behold vrhert ftation1d here, 'We three prepare

At leaf\: fix hundred m~h in anns to dare, -4-Q

That by our love 'and nlour may be freed

Two wretched friends, to c'ruel bonds decreed.
I

, He faid; and tO'the brave unknown'reveal'd

The caufe at full, that brought them to the field.

Well haft thou urg'd [uch reafons as fuffice 45
For juft excufe (the {hanger thus replies);

And fure three knights you fcem whofe dauhtlefs

worth \.

Scarce meets its equal through the fpacious earth.

With you I fought, erewhile, to run the 'courfe

On equal terms, for. proof of either's force: 50
But fince on others I llial1 fee your might

Far better try'd-I claim no more the fight:

But this 1 claim-my arms with yours to wield,

With yours to join this helmet} lance, and {bidd;

And truft to prove, 'when on your fide I ftand, 55
Not undeferving of fo braYe a band.

Some here inay willi to learn the warrior's namej

'Who thus, a fearlefs candidate for- fame,

Would with Rogero an~ his fellows meet

The dr~adful ha~ards of their hardy feat. . 60

Silll
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SHE then (no longer HE this champion call) .

,Was bold Marphifa~ from whofe hand hi, fall

Zerbino fuffer'd~ fworn by her,to guard.

Gabrina foul, for every ill prepar'd.

The good Rogero~ and each noble lord 6S
Of Clarmont's houfe, receiv'd with one accord

The proffer'd aid of her, whom all efteem'd
Of manly fex, as by her drefs {he feem'd.

Not long they ftay'd; ere Aldiger beheld,

And 1how'd his friends, at diftaI;lce on the field, 70

A banner rais'd, that to the bree;l:es flow'd,

And round the banner throng'd a mingled crowd.

When now advanc'd, fo near in fight they drew~

That by their Moorifu garb the warriors knew

The hoftile band j amid the fuouting throng 75
. I

They faw the haplefs .brethren. borne aloni

On two low fteeds, expeCting to behold

For fums of wealth their perfons chang'd and fold.

Then thus Marphifa-.Wherefore fuch delay~'

When thefe are pJ;"efent, to begin the fray? 80

Rogero anfwer'd~Of th' invited train

To crown the banquet, many guefts remain

Vet. 62. SHE then (no longer HE-.-.J

C.oftei (non pju co1l:ui dcttQ vi fi~)..

Not
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Not yet arriv'd-we form a folemn treat,

A~d all muft join to make the feait complete;

Soon will the reft attend~While thus he faid, 85

His bold compeer! the remnant foes furvey'd :

The traitors of Maganza's line advance,

And all is rhdy to begin the dance.

There fwarm'd the numbers of Maganza's crew,

With groaning mules in loaded wains, that drew 90

Gold, 'ye£ts, and precious wealth j while here were

feen

The captive brethren, with dejeCted mien j"

Who {lowly rode, in fhameful fhackles bound,

With lances, fwords,. and bows encompafs'd round;

And Bertolagi (caufe of either's grief) 9S

.Was heard conferring with the Moorifh chief.

Not Buovo's fon, nor he , of Amon's £train,

The traitor prefent, could 'their wrath contain:

At once his fpear in reft each warrior took;

And each, at once, the proud Maganzan £truck: '100

One throu,gh his helrl'l. the deadly wound imprefs'd i

One drov~ the thrilling weapon through his breaft.

;"s Bertolagi by thefe knights was {lain,

~ike him fo perifh all, that wrong maintain.

• R1CHARDETTO. '

At



If

-.-.
I

~4o ORLANDO FUR-IOSO. ltxxvt.

At tllis Marphifa with Rogero fir'd, 100

No other fignal for th' attack requir'd;

And ere her (pear {he broke, the martial maid

Low on the ground three warriorS' breathlefs laid.

The other impious chief was worthy foond

Fl::0m fierce Rogero's fpear to meet his -Aound: ll~

He fell; and, by the fame dire weapon flain,

Two mQre were fent to Death's relentlefs reign.

An error now amid£\: th' affail'd was bred,

That wide and wider to their ruin fpread :

Thofe' of Maganza deem'd themfe1ves betray'd "1 IS
By the fierce Saracens; the Moors, difmay'd

By frequent wounds and deaths on 'every hand,

.With treacherous murder charg'd Maganza's band;
Till fell reproach to mutual carnage rofe,

With fpears in reft, drawn fwords, .and bended bows.

Now here, now there, by turns Rogero flew 121

On either troop; now ten, now twen::y flew.

As many by the virgin"s weapon kill'd,

. In divers parts lay fcatter'd o'er the field.

The rider from his faddle lifelefs fell, 125
Whene'er defcended either trenchant freel;

Helmet and cornets yielded where it came,

.As crackling ferewood to deftroying flame.

4
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If e'er you raw, or e'er-have heard the tale,

How, when Jierce factions in the hive prevail, JJO
As to their ftandard in the fields of air"

The huzEing legions for the fight prep~e"

Am.idft them oft the hungry fwallow pours, .

Rends, kills, or [catters; and whole trOops devours s
So i:hinkMarphifa, fa Rogero rag'd _ 13)

Alike by turns each daftard troep engag'd.

But RichardettJ> nor his kinfman .chang'd .

The naughter thus, nor thus alternate rang'd;

The band of Saracells untouch'.d.they leave,

W~ile all their furies to Maganza's cleav~. 14D

Rinaldo's broth~r, to the dauntlefs mind

That fits a knight, had mighty prowefs jo-in'd j
•

And now the hatred he Maganza bore,

Gave twofold vigour to his wonted power:

This £ir'd the bafe-born fan of Buovo's bed, 145

Who, lik.e a lion, his refentment fed:

Through helm and head his weapon took its courfe,

Arid both gave way before the q-alhing force.

What foul but here ~ad caught the martial ire?

What breafi: but here had glow'd with H-e&r·s.fuel -

Here, with Marphifa arid Rogero join'd, . I SI

The choice, the flower of all the 'warrior kind!

Marphifa,
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Marphifa, as lhe fought, oft turn'dher eyes.

And vI'C!W'd her comrades' deeds 1Vith vall furprize I

. She prais'd them all; but good Rogero-rais'd .155
Her wonder molll him o'er mankind fue prais'd:

Sometimes {he deem'd that Mars had from above

Left his fifth heaven,. the fights of men to prove.
She mark'd his dreadful fword, that nevc:r fail'd,

Againft whoft! edge no temper'd freel avail'd;. 160

The helm and cuirafs f\:rong it pierces through;

It cleaves the rider to the feat in two,

And fends, divided, in a crimfon tide,

The corfe in equal parts on either fide;

Nor deaden'd there its dreadful fury flays, . I~S

'But with his wretched lord the courfer Oays.

Ver. 163. Andflnds, divided, in a crimJon tidt,
'The mft in eqUllIp«rts on either/vJe';
Nor dtadm'd there, &c.] Thefe paffages remind

us of tbe wounds given by knights-errant in romances, fo often
ridiculed by Cervantes, and for which Ariofto is, with thefe au­
thors, liable to the cenfure ofextravagance. The hoft, who like
Don Qyixote is intoxicated with readirlg romances, makes the
following eulogium on thofe performances, in anfwer to the prieR
who had .recommended hiftory. "Before God, your worlhip
fhould have read what I have read, concerning Felixmarte of
Hyrcania. who, with one back-ftroke, cut afunder five giants in
the middle, as. if they had been fo many bean-cods."

JAi. VIS'S Do~ Quixote, Vol. I. B. iv. C. v.

From

j
I
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From many a neck his falchion lops the head;

Oft o'er the hips, fheer through the body filed,

It parts the trunk: now five the rapid flee!

Seversat once-and more I feae t.o tell, I7(j

Left truth fhould falfehood feem : but Turpin fam'd,

Who knew the truth, and what he knew proc1aim'd,

Leaves m<m to credit or reject his page,

Which blazonsdeeds unknown in this degenerate age.
Alike appear'd -Marphifa's martial ire, 175

Her foes all frozen, and herfelf all fire !

While fhe no lefs attratl:s RQgero's gaze,.

Than he before might claim the virgin's.praife :

And as fhe deem'd him Mars, fa, had he known

His partner'i fex, to equal wonder won . 18<.)

Of her grea.t deeds, he fure had ftyI'd the {air

The dread Bellona, .patronefs of war I

Caught each from each, their kindling ardour rofe,

Dire e~ulation for their wretched foes!

On whom they thus their mutual pr.o.wefi 1howtd~ 18,

On nerve, on bone, on limbs all drench'd in blood.

Full foon the might of thefe refiftlefs four

/ Difpers'd each camp, and broke theirftrongeit: power.

Who hop'd to 'fcape, his limbs from armour freed;

And ftript in lighter vefture, urg'd his fpeed. 19<1

. VOL. ~II. S Happy
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Happy the miln whofe courferfwifteft flies;

No common pace his fafety now fupplies:

While h~, who wants a fteed, laments the harms

That more on foot attend the trade of arms.

The field and plunder to the conquering band

Were left; nor guard nor muleteer remain'd. I¢

There fled Maganza's force, here fled the Moor,

T hofe left the prifoners, thefe their wealthy ftore.

With joyful looks, and with exulting mind,

The noble kinfinen haften'd to unbind ~oo

Vivian and Malagigi, whilft a train

Bore heaps of treafure from the loaded wain;

Vafes of filver wrought (the via:or's prize)

And female vefts that flam'd with coilly dyes;

Viands, on which their hunger might be fed, 205

With generous wines, and all-fuftaining bread.

Each helm unIac'd, the noble warrior-maid

Appear'd confeft: her golden locks difplay'd

. Ver. 207. the noble warrior maid
Appear'd (onf1l:- ] So Britomart difarms in

Spenfer.
With that her glittering helmet {he unlac'd,
Which dbft her golden locks that were upbound
Still in a knot, unto her heels down trac'd.

FAIR Y QyUN, Book III. C. iv. St. 13­
Beth poets compare their refpeCl:ive heroines to Bellona.

6 Her

,-... ' .._-""
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Her hidden fex, and on her lovely face

Bright fuone the charms that female features

grace. 210

With rapture all the generous virgin view'd',

, And now to learn her glorious name they fu'd :

She, with her friends, to mil~ deportment us'd,

Complacent heard, nor what they wifh'd refus'd.

On her, whofe deeds fo late their wonder rais'd, 215

Each ardent knight with eye infatiate gaz'd:

She on Rogero j him alone fue heard,

With him alone 1he ftood, with him conferr'd.

But now the pages call'd her to repair

Where, by a fountain's fide, the feaft to fhare, 220'

In the cool fhelter which a hill difplay'd,

Her friends repos'd beneath the gratefUl 1hade.

This fountain, rais'd with art, was one of four

Which Merlin made in France by magic lore;

Of pureft marble was the ftruCl:ure bright, ,225

With dazzling poli1h fmooth, and milky white;

Here Merlin, by his fkill divine, had brought

Expreffive forms in rifing fculpture wrought.

Thou would'ft have [aid they feem'd in aCl: to

ftrive, 229

And breathe, and move-in all but [peech alive I

S 2 ,There
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There, fculptur'd, from the woods a monftcr came,

Of fearful afpea, and of mingled frarm :

. Vcr. 231. 7bm, fiulptur'd,from thewoods Q 11IQ1Ij/" faIN,]

Moft of the commentators have explained this mlmfter tp lUeaA

Avarice, which had over-run all the Chriftian world, and brought
fandal on the profdfors of the faith. Sir John Harrington, who
lived in an age of :illegory, fays, that Ariofto d«ribn this ViCf

very figniiicandy; he makes" her ugly, becaufe of all vkes it is
moft hateful ; ears of an afs, being for the moft part ignorant, or
at Jca.ft cardefs of other men's good opinions; a wolf in head

anclb~ namely, ravenous ancl never £ltisfied; a lion's griDy
jaw, terrible and devouring; a fox in all the reft, wily and crafty..,
See notes to Sir John Harrington's tranllation of this book.

Lavezuola, a commentator, extols this defcription of Ariofto,
as far fuperior to Dante, who flmpJy reprefc:nts Avari~e in the

fPnn of a lean and hungry wolf.
'E una lupa, che di tutta brame,
Scontra carca con la fua magrezza,

E moltegenri fe gia 'Viver grame. lNFEllNO, Cant. I.
~ Inflam'd with every fierce defire,

A farnifh'd {he-wolf like a fpeare came,
Beneath whofe gripe !hall many a wretch expire.

HAYLEY.

Mr. UptWl thinks, that by this monfter is chara8:erifed Super.
11:ition, as ignorant" ravenous, cruel,;i,nd cunning. See his notJ
to Fairy ~een, Book I. C. viii. St. 48.

The different explanations prove the u~rtainty that citeD
~ds allegorical defcription; though I cannot but think, frorn
many circumflances, that Arioflo means to reprefent Avarice.
Spenfer, whofe work is one cominued allegory, would fometimes
be totally unintelligible, but that he generally gives the names te

• p,edonified charaCters.
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An afs's eats, ll. wolf's ftero front ije wore,

With ravening teeth, as long undrench'd with gore ;'

A lion's rending pa~s: in. aU the reft 23$

His {hape and hue the wily Jox exprefs'd.

With rage untam'd he travers'd Gallia's land,

Spain, Italy, and England's diftant ftrand :

Europe and Afia had his force o'er-run,

And every clime beneath the rolling fun. 240

Where'er he pars'd, the wounds or deaths he dealt~

The low, the. proud, in every ftation felt:

But moft the laft-his feHef\: wrath he pour'd

On king, on prince, on potentate, and lard.

The Roman court his worft of f.uries knew, ~4;

Ther~ popes and mitred cardinals he flew.

This 'beaft the haHow'd feat of Peter faiI'd,

And with lewd fcandals the pure faith dcfil'd.

Before the monfter's rage in ruins fall .

Each fhong-built fort and well-defended wall. 25<1

To honours even divine he dares pretend;

He ma~es th' infenfate crowd in homage bend;

Bids fervile tongues his impious glories fwell,

And boafts to keep the keys of heaven and hell.

Behold

Ver. 254. And hot!Jls ta Imp tIN krys, &c.] It is nat eaiY
10 fay how fur Arjofto meant to carry his~ but a ProteLbtat

S 3 commen-
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•
I

Behold a warrior near, who round his hairs 255

The [acred wreath of regal laurel wears:

Three youths befide, whofe kingly veftments hold,

Inwrought with filk, the fleur-de-Iys of gold:

With thefe a lion the like fignal fuows j

And all combin'd the raging beafl: oppofe. 260

or one the name is graven o'er his head,

The name of one is in his garment read.

Behold the chief, who to the hilt has gor'd

The monfter's bowels with his crimfon'd fword j

Francis the Firft of France-and near him ftands

Great Maximilian~ lord of Auftria's lands j 266

The emp'rot Charles (the fifth that bears the name)

Has pierc'd his ravenous throat with deadly aim.

Henry the Eighth of England next fucceeds,

Pierc'd by whofe fuaft in front the favage bleeds:

Leo the Tenth, the name yon lion bears, 27 I

Who faftening on his ears the moniter tears:

cotnJI1entator might very Cllfl1y deduce from this paHage a fevere
refleaio~ on the fale of pardons and indulgencies, in order to

feed the avarice of the Romifh clergy. '

Ver. 271. Leo fhl Tenth,-] Pope Leo X. here figured
under the fimilitude of a lion, in which manner the poet often

{peaks of him; a kind of punning allufion to his name.

Clofl
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Clofe and more clofe thefe (our the foe invade,

And others now adv;ancing join in aid.

Pale terror feems to fly from every place, '1.7 S
While, ready to retrieve each paft clifgrace,

The nobles, though but few, un\teQ ftri'?e,

And the dire peft at length of life deprive.

Marphifa with the knights impatient fought

To know the chiefs at full, whofe arm had wrought'.
A deed fa brave, by whom the beaft lay dead, '1.81

That far and wide fl.lcli defolation fpread j

Since the fair fount, with figures fculptur'd o'erJ

The names difcover'd, but reveal'd no more.

On Mala~igi Vivian turns his eyc:s, 285

Who near in filence fate, and thus he cries;

'Tis thou mull: fpeak what all requeft to learn.~

For in thy looks thy knowledge I difcern :

Say, what are thofe, whofe weapons1 well em.ploy'd,

Have, with yon lion's aid, the beaft ddhoy'd. ~90

Then Malagigi-Think not you behold

A paft event in ftory'd annals told i

Know flrtt, the chiefs you fee are yet unborn,

The chiefs whofe deeds the marble. fount adorn. 294­

Seven hundred years e~aps'd, their matchlefs worch

Shall gladden, in. their age, the wondering earth: .

Sf· . :MerlinJ
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Merlin, the magic fage~ this fountain made,

What time the Britifh realm king Arthur {way'd.

From hell this monfrer came to plague mankind,

When lands were flrft or ftated bounds confin'd; 300

V/hen commerce, weights, and meafures firll: began,

When written'laws lfere fram'd 'twixt man and man.

As yet his power no diftant l;ealm attain'd,

But various countries long unhurt remain'd :

He troubles, in our age, full many a pla~eJ 305

And [preads- his mifchiefs through the human race.

Since firft on earth appear'd th' infernal beafr,

We fee, and frill !hall fee, his bulk increas'd

Beyond the worft of plagues; not that fo fam'd

In ancierit page, terrific Python nam'd; 310

Can eqnal this I-What carnage fhall be fpread !

In every part what baneful venom fhed!

Whate'er the fculpture fhow.!, his rage exceeds J

Unutterable and detefted deeds !

Long {hall the groaning world for mercy fue, j-I5

When thefe, whore names are read, thefe chofen few,

Vert 310. -terrific Python~J Pytholl was a monfuous

~rpent, raid by the ancient p6ets to have been engendered from
the' fUme pf inc earth ~r the deluge. He was killed by the
darts of Apollo; in commemora\ion of which event' were inili­
P1~~ 1h~ P~jan games,

Whore
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Whofe fame muft 1hine like PhCl'bus' beams di~

play'd,

At utl'ftOft need thall bring thei.r glorious aid•.

Not gne {hall more the cruel beaft ~ppall, 3 1'

Than Francis, whom the Franks thtir (oveteign call.

He firft of Men I-with happy OMens led,

The crown fcarce fettled on his youthful head, .

Shall crolS th.' oppofing Alp., and render va~n ,

Whate'~r agilinft him would the pafs maintain; 3i~

Impell'd by generous wrath t' avenge the fhame, J
Which from theraftic folds and iheep",coles came"
With fuddep inroad, on the Gallic name.

To Lombardy'li rich fieldll he then defceads,

'the flower of Gallia on hi~ march attends. .

1:'h' Helvetian power he routs, :19 never more 330

To raife its pride to what it rofe before:

Ver. 32.0. 'ihon Frtmcis,-J The, peet, in this allegory,
celebrates the liberality of the moll magnanimous king Francis I.
the fucceffor of Lewis XII. who, for the unbounded generofitr
of his difpofltion, may not only be faid to have deeply wounded,
but in a manner deftroyed, the monfter Avarice. He was a
munificent patron of art and genius.

Ver. 32.6. Trhich from the rZf!li~ folds and jheep cDtes came.)
The poet means the Switzers, who at that time fo~owed no
employment in their own country but that of lhepherds and
R~dfrqeJl.

Theil
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.Then to the church's fcandal, to the ftain

Ofeither camp, of Florence and of Spain,

He ftorms the caftle, which' till then' was held, 334­

Through ftrength of bulwark, never to be quell'd.

Where'er he wields his weapon, proftrate lies

Each hoftile ftandard, or before him flies:

Nor foffe .nor rampart can his force oppo(e,

And; ftrongeft walls in vain the town indofe.

This glorious chief !hall every gift poffefs 340

:By Heaven decreed the happieft prince to blefs :

As Crefar brave J his prudence far renown'd~

As his at Thrafymene and Trebia found;

Him Alexander's fortune ·{hall attend 2 J
On every deed in vain our toil we bend, 345'

U nlefs good fortune our defigns befriend.

~hus Malagigi fpoke, and new defire

In ever:y knight was kindled, to enquire

The names of other chiefs, whofe arms could quell

The dreadful beaft by wham [uch numbers fell. 350

Ver. 336. Where'er he wields, &c.] He means the emperor
Charles V. whom he 'compares to Crerar for his valour, ~ Fa­
bius Maximus for his prudence, and to Alexander the G~at for
bis fuccefs.

J

Thc:re~

•
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There, 'midft the firft, was read Bernardo's name,

Whom Merlin's fculpture chronicled to fam~ :

By him {hall Bibiena gain renown,

With neighbouring Florence, and Sienna's town.

No foot {hall ftep before Giovanni's place) 3SJ
Ghifmond or Ludovico's deeds efface.

Francifco fee, nor from his generous fire

Brave Frederico Ihrinks: an equal fire

His

Ver. ~5I. Bernardo's name,] This Bernardo was.
furnamed Divitio, though he was generally called Bibiena, from
the town of that name near Florence, where he reuded. He
attached himfelf to the fortune of Giovanni di Medici, after­
wards Leo, and was by him created cardinal of Santa Maria,
in Portico. He wrote the comedy called Callandra, and caufed
it to be reprefented at Rome by the young nobility, in ho­
nour of Ifabella duchefs of Mantua. He died.at no advanced
age, having conceived hopes of obtaining the popedom OB the '
deceafe of Leo.

Ver. 355. -Gir;vQ1lni-GhiJmond-Ludov~(o-] Three
cardinals: Giovanni Salviati, one of the mof! ancient and illuf­
trious families of Florence; a man of profound learning and
virtue: Ghifmondo Gonzaga, created cardinal by Julius II.:
the third was Ludovico of Arragon, likewife a cardinal.

V er. 357. FranciJco jee,-] Francifco GOlUZaga, fecond of
the name, and fourth marquis of Mantl,la: he fucceeded ~o the
poffeffions of his father Frederic at eighteen years.of age, and
fOu&ptagainft Charles VIII~ of France; he was a ieneral of con-

fummate

I
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BiB kinfmen feel: alike each daundefs look ;

Rerrara's there, and here Urbino's duke: 360

From one of thefe brave Guidobaldo fprung,

Purfues his fire, with love of glory ftung :

With Ottobon there Sinabaldo drives

The raging beaft, and each 0 for conqueft {hives.

Lewis

tummate ficill and intrepidity; and Charles, enamoured of his
worth, in vain endeavoured to corrupt his faith, and detach him
from the Venetians. FOR N ARl.

Ver. 358. -Frederico,-] Frederico Gonzaga, fon of
F rancifco, after the death of his father, was by Leo X. made
captain-general Qf the Roman church, and of the republic of
Florence. He was magnificent, liberal, juft, and a great patron
U"virtue and learning. FORNARI. I

Ver. 360. F4rrara there, and here Urbintls dule:] Alllhonfo
elf Efte, and Francifco Maria delle Ravere.

Ver. 36r. -Guitlohllltk-] Guidobaldo the Second, af­
terwards duke of Urbino, fon of Francefco Maria.

Ver. 363. -Ottobon-Sinobdlt1b-] Of thefe names were
two noble youths, brothers, of the f.l.mily of Flifchi at Genoa.
Ottobon was an eccleflaftic. There retired into voluntary exile,
that they might not, by a private enmity which they had incur­
red, draw a war upon their country. There were likewife two
plRtiWs of the fame name. One was Innocent IV. firft called
5inabeJdo of Genoa, of the family of the Flifchi. He ordered the
tanli.nal~ to wear a red hat, and was a liberal and mWlificent
lJOtltift". The obr, Adrian IV. before ~alkd Ottobotl) nephew

of
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Lewis of Ga~alo, with fpeeding art, 365

Warms in the moniter's neck the feather'd dart ~

His dart lind bow had Phoobus' gift fupply'd,

When Mars the falchion girded to his fide.

See two Hippolitos of Efte's breed;

Two Hercules, and next of kindred feed 37CJ

Another Hercules, and near him fhinc

A third Hippolito j this laft the line

Of Medicis; the firft Gonzag,a's r.ace:

All thefe with equal warmth the monlter ch~e.

of pope lIUJ,Ocent IV. of the fame family and country, created
cardjnal by his uncle. He was a man of gr~at ability and ap.­
plication, but lived only forty days after he came to the papal
chair. FORNARI.

Ver. 365. Lewis of Gozo!o,-] Luigi Gonzaga, furnamed,
Rodomont from his valour, was the fon of Ludovico Gonza~
and called Gazalo from a came which he held. This perfon is
further fpGbn of in the fucceeding notes.

Ver. 369. --two Hippfllitos-] One, to whom th~ poet
dedicates his book; tIuJ other, fon of Alphonfo Me of rerum,
bkewi'= a cardinal. FOIUiARl.

Vel'. 370. erwo Hercules,-] Hercules,. the futher of Al­
phonfo duke of Ferrara, and his fon afterwards duke of Ferrara.-

, FOR lllAR r.

yer. 371. A1I4tb,r Hercu!es-a third Hippolito-] Hercu­
les Go~ cardinal of Mantua': Hippolito of the honOured
family of Medicis, cardinal of St. Lovenza. He died by poifo~

~ch~entedfor his many virtues. FORNARI.

Not
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Not Julian's fon above his fire prevails, 37,
Nor in his brother's fteps Ferrantes fails :

Unconquer'd Dorea lhows an equal mind:

.By none Fra~cifco Sforza left behind.

See two appear, whofe blood illuftrious Bows

From noble 'Avolo, whore banner fhows 380

The rock which whe1m'd beneath Typha:us bore,

Typha:us fell with f.erpents cover'd·o'er.

Ver. 375. Not Julian'sJo1f-] The brother of Lorenzo of
Medi(;is was called Julian, and 10ft his ~ife in a popular infurrec­
tion; but his death was afterwards feverely revenged by the Flo­
rentines. His fon was Pope Clement VII. born it few days
• his father's death. FORNAU;

Ver. 376. -Ftrrantes-] Ferrantes Gonzaga, brother
to the duke of Mantua, atone time viceroy of the ifland of Si­
cily, and afterwards lieutenant of the duchy of Milan, and gene­
ral of the army for the emperor. FORNARI.

Vcr. 377. Unmlf/Utr'd Dorco-] See Book xv. note to
vee. ~I8, where his charaCter is difplayed at large.

Ver. 378. -Franrifto Sjorza-] He means the {econd Fran":'

cifco Sforza, fon of Ludovico il Moro,who having married the
aughter of Chriftiern .king of Dacia, and lifter to Charles V.
obtained the duchy of Milan. FORNAU.

, • ••_1. ...._ ~ ~ " ••

Ver. 379. ~t1po appear, whoJe Mood illz1lrious flows
FrWl noble dvolo, ..:...-]. ·Tpis noble family of

the Avoli came from Spaip, ,well known at Toledo, and 01
great repute and antiquity. FORNAU_-

Scarce
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Scarce one fo prompt as thefe in noble deed,

Scarce one fo prompt to make the 'J;llOnfter bleed.

See here Francefco of Pefcara fam'd, 38S'

And there Alphonfo fee, of Vafco nam'd.

Where is Gonfalvo next, whofe a~s fhall raifc

The Spanifh realm with never-dying praife ?

Of him would Malagigi gladly tell,

Whom none, in this intrepid band, excel. 390

Ver. 385. -FrameJco ojPeJcara-] Marquis of Pefca.ra,
and fon ofAlphonfo. He was a great commander, and profpe­
rous in every undertaking, except at Ravenna, where, receiving
many wounds, he was taken priwner j but fortune from that
time was ever favourable to him. To the ftudy of arms he join­
ed the embelli1hment of letters j and while prifoner with the
French, addrefied to his wife Viaoria an elegant dialogue on

love. At laft, after many viCl:ories obtained over the French,
his ftrength being wafted with fatigue, he died in the flower of
his ~ge, covered with laurels. FOB-NAB-I.

Ver..386. -Alphonfo-oJYaJco-] Coutin to the before­
named Francefco, and no lefs an ornament to the houfe ofAvoli.

FOB-NAB-I.

Ver. 387.--GonJalvo-] Gonfalvo Ferranteswas born' at
Cordova in Andalufia, of an ancient and noble family. ;By his
affiftance· Ferdinando conquered the city of Granada, and the
kingdom of Naples. He gained the title of Great, a,nd at laft

died of a fever in tIle feventy-fecond year of his age, in the year
1515. FOB-NAB-I.

William
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Wi1Iiam" of Monferrato's name is read,.

With thofe who come the monft~r'" blood to lhed j

While 'midft the chiefs that thus th' affault maintain,

1.0 I fame .ar~ wounded there, fome here are Gain.

Thus in difcourfe, the banquet of the mind, 395

Their hunger fled, on carpets rich reclin.'d,

Befide the fount in bowery fhades they lay,

And cardefs pafs'd the fultry hours away;

While Malagigi and while Vivian, dreft-In {hining freel, kept watch to guard the reO:. 400

Now unaccompany'd behold a dame,

With looks impatient, to th.e fountain came:

Hippa1ca was fhe call'd, from whom the hand

Of ruthlefs Rodomont Frontino gain'd :

}lim all the live-long day purfu'd the maid, A05

.With threats to move him, or with prayers perfuade;

But when fhe found nor threats nor prayers fucceed,

Direa for Agrifinoot file bent her fpeed,

Ver. 39I. WiUiam of MJmfrrata-] He means William the
third marquis of Monirrato. He was rich in every accompliih­
ment ()f mind and body, and gained many vi&rics in Franee•.
He died in the flower ofbis age." FOB.NAllI.

Ver. 4-oJ; HiPfako-] See B. xxiii. ver. ').77.

Since
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Since there fhe heard (but how"remains untold)

Rogero {bly'd with Richardetto bold. . 410

The place fuU wellfhe knew, the ready way

As wellfhe knew that near the foun~ain lay.

She came, and fudden there' Rogero view~d ;

But as Love's prudent envoy, well indu'd

With cautious thoughr, whatever chance might"

fall, 415

And prompt to change at meet occafion's call;

Soon as her lady's brother fhe beheld,

She check'd her bridle, -and her hafte repell'd i

And 'midft-the warriors coldly paffing by,

On young Rogero caft a {hanger's eye. 420

'X'hen Richardetto rofe to meet the dame,

And af}ed her whither bound~ and whence fhe came.

She then with heavy cheer, and eyes yet red
,

From many a falling tear, thus fighing faid ;

But fpoke fo loud, that brave Rogero's ear, 4-25

. Who frood befide, might every accent hear.

Late, at your fifter's charge, o'er hill and plain

I led a generous courfer by the rein,

In the fwife race and fields of battle prov'd,

Frontino call~d, and much the fteed fhC; lov'd. 430
. ,

VOL. III. T . full
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Full thirty miles I unmoleJled pafs'd,

i}nd hop'd fecure to rea.ca Marf.eilles ~t Id.b
To which ere long IhA: meant to bewi ~f WiJY,

And bade me there ff,>r her arrival fby

A few iliort days-:-.,md fu~h my fond belif;f~ A-JS
I thought the world koew not fu bold a chief

To feize the beaft, wheJl l, t' oppofe the deed,

Sllould fay-CC Rinaldo's fifter owns the freed."

But vain my thoughts have prov'd, fince yeiler's fun

A Pagan hand by force Frontino w~ ; ~ _

Nor, when he heard. his nobk OWIlCl"'S name, ,
Reftor'd the cDurfer, or al)qw'd the cJa,im.

With many a curfe, with maIlY' a fr)Jitlefs prayeJ:,

Him I purfu'd ; nor yet l}j!ve left him far,

Where his frol'n cOl~rfer, and his boafted might, #$

Can fcarce defend him, clofdy 'prefs'd i~ fight

By one w~o feem'd to challenge all his £kill,

. A~d may, I truft, avenge the wrongs I feel.

Ver. 431. FuP thirty miles-] In the xxiiid Book,'ArioHo
fays. ten miles only. '

Ver. 447. By one who {eem'd, &c.] After Rodomont had
taken Frontino from HipPalca, !he follo~ed him ti.11 he met
Mandric~do,with whom ilie left him engaged in finglc combat;
to . wqich circu~ance ili~ he,re alludei. . See Book xxiy. _

vCf· 69+'
She
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She raid j and fcarcely thus her fpeech could clofe, .

~re, ftarring frorri his feat, Rogero rofe, 450
And, turning fwift to Richardetto, pray'(f

(The fole reward he a{k'd for welcople aid

~ut late beftow'd) that h~ alone might go,
And with the damfel feek her daring foe,

The haughty Saracen) whofe lawlefs force 455
Had from her guidance teft the warrior horfe.

Though Richard~ttod.eem'd it ill became

A courteous champion, at anotl1er's claim,

To quit the deed that on his hon?ur lay j

Yet, now compell'd, he gave unwilling w'J.y 460

To good Rogero's fuit, who bade adieu,

4nd with Hippal~a from the reft withdrew j

Who, left. behind;.all filent with amaze~

Scarce found a tongue his valorous aas to praife~

Meantime.at diftance now from lifrening ears, 46S
Hippalca "to th' impatient knight declares

Her tender greeting, in whore gentle breafr

His matchlefs virtues ever liv·d imprefr,

Which late before her faithful lips had told,

But Richardetto's fight. her fpeech contro!'d : 470

She faid, the Pagan, as he fciz'd the fteed,

This'vaunt had added to the lawlefs deed:

T 2 " Sinc~
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cc Since 'tis Rogero's,'1 more gladly make
• • . . l

This caurfer mine, which,. if he would retake,

Tell him, "!Vhene'er he dares a£fert his right, 47 S

I ne'er fh~ll feek to hide me from h.is ftg~ J

That Rodomont am I, whofe dauntlefs name,
. .

Where'er I ~o, my noble deeds proclaim."

Rogero heard, and by his features fhow'd

What deep refentment in his bafom g]ow'd: 480

Frontino much he priz'd, and more he lov'd,

As fent from her wl:lofe deeds her truth had prov'd:

He deem'd this outrage done in foul defpitc,

To ftain the name and honour of a knight j

And fhame were his, unlefs his arm with fpeed 4 85J
From Rodomont redeem the generous freed,

And on the Sarzan's head avenge th' ungentle deed.

The dame Rogero led with eager pace,

To bring him with the Sarzan face to face ....... .

They journey'd till they reach'd a double way; 49q

One down the plain,. one up the mountain lay j
. .

And either to the neighbouring valley brOl,lght,

Where Rodomont with Mandricardo fought:

~llort w~s the uphill path, but rough to tread;

Longer, but f.mooth, the path that downward led. 495

Hippalca

'q' Coogle
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Hippalca took 'the' firft, in zeal· to gain

The loft Fronti~o; and reverig~ obtain ..

The king '~i Algiers, with"the dwarf, the dame,

And Tartar knight, die way lefs rugged came.

Thefe knigh~s, wh~ f~ughtbut late eae? other's life,

With DOl"alis,the lovely caufe offtrife, 501.
In friendfhip rode, defcending to the plain,

And reach'd the fountain where the noble train,

Where Mal~gigi and where Vivian ftay'd j • J'
Where Aldiger and Ri~hardetto l~id,· 505..
With bold Marphifa, refted 'in th~ fhade.

Marphifa, at each noble knight's ,requeft,

Had cloth'd her perfon in a female veft,

. With rich attire and coftly ornament,

By Bert91agi to Lanfufa fent; 510

And .tl1ough but rare appear'd the martial maid

Without her cuirafs, helm, and, beamy blade i

Yet, at their fuit, fhe now her mail unbrac'd,

And fhone a dame with every beauty grac'd.

Soon as the Tartar had Marphifa feen, 51 S'
. He purpos'd from her knights the dame to win,

And, in exchange for Doralis, beftow

lIer youthful beauties Ion his rival foe,

T 3 As
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As if the lover cou,l,d fuch term~ appJ'OIVe,

To fell a miftl'efs, Qr transfer a love! ' 5.10

, With joy be view'd Marph.ifa.-s mien a,D<\ (a.ce~

That worthy f~em'd th¢ Qraveft k.night to.g~ ;.

~nd fi,Jdden ev:ery cRief he there beheld,

!;i.e, call'd to j~(l;, a"d dar'd theQil to, tqe'fu:}t4
" '

Vivian and l\tal~~gi, ready: d£dl: 5U
.J. _

"'In helme~ p,late, lUl.d. mail, to guard t;h,e~
l,Jpftarted from Wir f~!lts) prepar'd to fight­
With, each advaaciag chief; but Sa~za.'s.'~nigl}.t,

Who 'came ~t thither in th~ jo~s: to. ru,n"

Stood ftill l and left t,he champion!! one to ,one. SJC)

Firft Vivifl~, wit~ a heart unus'd to fear",

Firm in the reft dec1in'd a pond~rous fpear ~

The Pagan monarch with fupir.ior (oree,

Appear'd well vers'd in evrr! dreadful courfe:

Each aim'd his weapon, whJre he deem'd t]le blow

Might fureft take-full Qn his helm the fae. 5-16.
From gal}ant Vivian's hand re,ceiv'd the fhoke..;

But he nor fell, nor bow'd beneath the fuocl<;.

The Pagan king his tougher fpear impell'dj
•

Which broke, like ice, the plates of Vivian's. fhieldl

Hurl'd from hill'feat, amid;lhe flowery way, 54!
Stretch'd on his fide the haplefs' warrior' lay.

Then



Then Mal~gfgi,.rous'~;i1t honour's call"

In hafte ad-'vanc'd·t' avertge",hi:9 brotrn=r's fall;

But uoodvis'd" h~s hafl~-lojU he far'd,. 545

He lefs aftl\~'d; him rlt"trn' his fortune fuar'd.

The third bnive br()(htr, eaget (Or the fig"t,

Before his lcinfihanr 001 his courfer light

Leaps-dad in anns, the Saracen defies,

Throws ~p toe reigns, and tp .the trial tiies. \ SS.o
Fierce on the Pagah's'temper'd helm; below

,'The vizor's fight, refounds the forceful blow:

Shiver'd in fouf, the fpear tG heaven afcends;

Firm fits the knight, nor in the faddle bends.

The Tartar champion, in' the furious courfe, 55S
-On Aldiger's left fide with cruel force

His weapon drove-The fhield oppos'd in vain) ,

And lefs the cuirafs could the {hoke fuftain;

Through his white ~oulder pafs'd the ruthlefs·1teel~

And wounded Aldiger began to reel j 56a

Then falling, on the flowery turf lay fpread,

All pale his features, and his armour red!

Next Richardetto to th' encounter prefs'd,

And coming, plac'd fo huge a fpear inreft,

Ver. 562. AUpole his flatUl'IS, &e.] Literal from: the ltaliaa.

ItOffo 1U I'anne e ~ido nel valta:

T .. And.
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And pr~v'd how juftly (often prov'd l?efore) 565

The nam~ of Paladin of France he bore•

.Well on the Pagan knight his fpear he bent,

Had favouring fortune anfwer'd his intent i

But headlong on the ground he lay o'erth,rown,

His falling courfer's fault, a~d, not his own. 570

Na knight appearing more whofe venturous haud

With Man~ricardo in the jouft might iland,

The Pagan deem'd his arms had won the dame,

And where the fate he near the fountain came,
" .

And thus began-:-Thou, da~fel, ar~ my prize, 575

If in thy caufe no other champion rife

To rein the freed-thy charms revert to me,

For fo, thou know'fr, the laws of arms decree.

l\farphifa, railing with indignant pride

Her haughty looks-Thy judgment errs (the cry'd);

I'grant the plea, nor fhould' thy right declin~, 581

That I by laws of war were juft]y thine j

Did I, of thefe thy fpear to earth has thrown,

One for my lord or for my champion own.

I own no lord, to none ~ave fubjet!: been, S85
. And he who wins me, from myfelf muft win:

I wield ,the buckler, and the lance'fuftain,

And rJ?any a knight by me has prefs'd the plain.

My



E. XXVI. ORLANDQ-r-URIOSO. ':l'St

'My arms and freed !-The fiery virgin fiid,

And, at her word, the ready fquires obey'd. 590

Stripp'd off her flowing robe, in vefture light

,She frands, with ,well-turn'd limbs reveal'd to fight i

, Beauty ·and ftrength uniting in her frame,

All fave her face the ~L>d of war proclaim.

And now with.plate andm~ilencompafs'd round, S9S
Her fword fue girts, and with an active bound

Beftridesher'fteed, wpich; govern'd ,;by her hand,:

Rears~ turns, and wheels fubfervient to command•
•

Now bold!y file the Pagan prince defies,

Wields her ftrong lance, and to th' encounter flies:

Penthefilea thos, in. battle prov'd, 601

Through Trojan fields to meet Achilles mov'd.

Clofe to the grafp, like britUe'glafs, were rent

The crafhingfpears j but neither rider bent

O~e foot, one in~h .....then fir'd with generous rage,

To prove how well her daring foe could wage 606'

A clofer fight, Marphifa bar'd the fword,

And rufu'd intrepid on the Tartar lord.

The Tar~ar, who the dame unhurt efpies,

Blafphemes each element, and threats the fki~s'; 610

While !he, who hop'd his fuield to rend in twain,

Accufes heaven in ~o lefs angry ftrain.
Each
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Each wields the gleaming fword~ 'While bat~rrd

round~

Their jointed arms like bearen anvits .found.

Alike in arms of fated fleel attir'd~ . 6 I S
Arms never more than on this day r.equir'd;

So ftrong the helm, the cuirafs, plate, and greave~

No point could pierce them) and no edge could

cleave.

The ftrife had lafted till the fening light,

Nor yet th' enfuing day had clos'd the fight, 620

But Rodomont rufh'd' in their rage to fray,
And chide his rival for ill-tim'd delay.

If war th~u feek:ft (the king of Algiers cry'd)

FirO: let. us two our lare difpute decide:

Thou know'ft (lie faid) our troce was made to give

OUf monarch fuecouf, and his camp. relieve; 626

Nor muft we~ ere our friends are freed from harms,

-Engage in joufts, or mix in fiercer arms.

Then to Marphifa, with a·courteous air,

.He turn'd, and fiiow'd the'regal meffenger,. 630

And told her how from Agramant he came".

To afk·their fwordsto fave the, Moori'fh name';

And hopJd;.at his requeft, her valOUf won

Would aid the caufe '<Jflcing, troyaao's fon :

By
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By this 'twere better far, with gen~rous. aim, .3.5
To lift to' hea:ven the pinions of her ~.

Th:tn by-low brawls defeat the great defrgn.,

. Al¥inft the commqn foe their ftrength to joi'n.

I,.ong had MarphiIa. wlfh'dJ with fword and lance;

To provet in equal field, tbe peer!tofFranCC:J ,~

Who fought for Charles j a..ud· hence the darnerI
agreed. .

:T: affift their fav~r~ign.at his. grel1teft n~e-d,

TIll from the Chrl£haJJ powers th6 camp wasfr~ed·•.

Meanwhile RogerQ, w.ith the g~iding mllid,

The ruggecl patb, that up the hill conycy'c!.. 64~

Purfu'd in vain, for when the vale they gain~ci,

No longer- there fierce RadOffiOJlt remain'd.

Rogero then.ee, to reach the fount that frood, ~ .I
By Merlin rai~'d, with eageI' fpeed purfu'd .

Thelate-worn track that in the turf he view'd. 650 .

He will'd Hip.palca ~hen, without. delay,

~hould Mount Albano f~; that diftant lay

A day's iliort journey-but· a different road

Th~ traveller to Merlin's fountain fhow·d.

fIe bade her truft in him, nor truftin vainJ 6SJ-
·llis ~rn, ere lang, Frontino would, regain;

'!
I
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Deaf

..

" "

To her he gave the tender lines to bear,
. .. ~

Which late, at Agrifmont, his anxious care

Had penn'd to eafe the dearexpeCl:ing maid,

• And hither, in his breaft conceal'd, convey'd. 660

To this he added many a' gentle charge,

To fpeak his love, and plead his caufe at large.

All thefe Hippalca promis'd to retain;

then bade adieu, and t~rn'd her palfrey's rein.

$wife on 'her way the truity envoy goes,

And Mount Albano fe~s at eveniI:lg clofe.

Rogero then" tlleSarzan 'prince purfu'd~

With anxious fpeed, till near the fount he view'd'

The king, with Mandricardo"at his fide, '.

And DoraIis~ in peace and friendfhip ride.

Now to the place in hafte Rogero drew,
l

4nd by Frontino well his rider knew:

Low. o'er his fpear the youth impatient bent"

And to the chief a ftero defiance fent :

But lefs the fuffering patience Job, of old "

DifpJay'd, fo full in hallow'd pages told,

Than Rod()luont that day, who curb'd his pride,

l'lis wonted Cory, when to fight defy'd. "

Ver. 666. Ami Afount Alh,m~Jm, &c.] He returns to Hip­
R'l!ct, Book xxx. ver. 548.

'_~L-__
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Deaf to the combat! he, whom danger's charms,

Had eyer fir'd, who joy'd to mix in arms! 680.

Ne'er till this day, nor fince, the Sarzan knight ­

Was ever known to fhun the proffer'd fight.

So much the willi to aid his king difrrefs'd

The ruling pamon of his foul fupprefs'd.

So fix'd he frood..J that had his prefcient mind 685
The certain ilfue of the'ftrife divin'd,

As fure a prize, as w~en the leopard draws

The fearful hare ,within his ravenous paws,

E;.ven then his prudence had declin'd the fray,

Nor with a fingle blow prolong'd his fray. 690

~ven that.Rogero, who th~ battle claJm'd,

rhat ~hampion, high o'er other champions fatn'd~. .
The man he wiili'd to fingle from maQkind,.

And through the world had glad)y rov'd to find,

Now fail'd to..roufe him to the lifted plain;' . 695

And him Achilles had pro~ok'd in vain;

Sowell his foul reprefs'd her wonted ire,

So deep in embers fiept the fmother'd fire~

He tol~ Roger~why h~ fhunn'd the fight, 1
And afk'd h.is aid,to guard their fov(reign's right"

.A:.s, w~ll befeem'd· a true and loyal knight. 701

Th.e
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The fiege once rais'd, fullieifure would remain

Among themfe1ves their quarrels to maintain.

I 'give confent· (to him Rogel"() cry'd)

To ceafe awhile our battle to decide, , 70S

Till Agramant is freed from hofHle power,

So thou to me Frontino fid\: reftQre.

Say, would'fr thou have me till the camp's releafc

Delay the combat and confirm the peace? '

(The combat claim'd, to prove thy deed has ftainPd
, ,

The name of knighthood, from a dlII1lfers hand 711

To take my freed) Frontino now refign,,' " J
EIre {hall t~e powers of earth' in vain combine

To make me for one hour the fight decline.

While thus Rogero from the Sarzan"s hands 7 IS

Frontino, or'the inftant fight, demands;

And 'he, refolv'd, to neither will accede,

To give the battle, or reftore the freed;

Lo! Mandricardo, on a different fide,

New cau(e for conteft 1n the field d~fcry'd : 720

He fees for his defence Roger<) be,ar

Thf bird, that reigns o'er others prince of air,

The argent eagle in an azure fuield,

~hich once the Trojan knight ft, was feen to wield f

·.HECTOR..
Which
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Which now Rogero challeng'4 as his due, 7'lS
. Rogero, who his line from HeCtor drew.

, Fierce Mandricardo, at the figh~ infl~'a,

With anger rav'd to view the bird he claim'd

Ufurp'd by other hands, and to his Jcorn

On other Ihields great HeCtor's eagle borne. 7JO
Like him intrepid Mandricardo wore

The bird that Ganymede from Ida bore,

. Such as he won it that tremendous day,

"'Then at the magic dome he feiz'd the dazzling prey.

Known is the tale, how from the fairy's land 735

This fhie1d, wi~h all the glorious arma, he gain'd,

Thofe arms by Vulcan forg'd, :with {kill divine,

To grace the knight of Priam's regal line.

For this before, in mutual ftrife engag'd,

Had Mandricardo and Rogero rag'd i 740

Why then the conflia ceas'd, I leave to tell,

Nor longer fpeak of what is known fo well :

Thenceforth till now they never met in field»
But Mandricardo, when he view'd the fhield,

Stept proudly forth, and, with a threatening cry-
Lo! here, 'Rogero,. I thy force defy. 746

Ver. 73+. When at the mogicdomt, &c.] See note to Boolt
xiv. ver. ~+o, for the hiftory'ofthis adventure.

. 8 l'hou
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Thou dar'it: for thy. device my eagle take; .

Nor is this day the firft my claim I make:

Think'ft thou, as once my arm revenge forbore,

.I ftill {hall pafs thy u[urpati~n o'er? 750

Since neither threats, nor gentle means addreft,

Suffice to drive this folly from thy breaft,

Soon lhall I prove thou better might'ft have weigh'd

The charge I gavr, and in good time obey'd.

As in the crackling wood, when breath infpires

The fudden blaze to wake the fieeping fires; 756

So to his ear when firft the challenge came,

Rogero's anger budl to inftant flame.

Thou think'ft t' o'erpower me now-(he cries,

enrag'd) ,

nut though another has my arms engag'd, 760
They foon {hall win (thou to thy coft {halt fee)

From him Frontino, Hector's {hield from thee.

For this but late before-{ wag'd the ftrife,

And late refrain'd to touch thy forfeit life i

Ver. 763. For this hrd.late hefore, &c.] Boyardo tells us,
that when firft Rogero and Mandricardo met, a ditpute enfued
between them for this fuield of HeCtor, which Mandricardo had
won ,~ ~e Fairy', caill~•.

.'
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As then no weapon at thy £ide I view'd: 765

Thofe deeds were fport, but thefe muft end in blood•. ,

III fate for thee yon argent bird to bear, .J
Which thou ufurp'ft, and I with juftice wear;

Deliver'd down to me, the rightful' heir. -

'Tis thou ufurp'ft my right-and at the word, 770

Stern Mandricardo grafp'dhis dreadful fword,

That fword, which once in fight Orlando drew,

And late in ma,4nefs 'midft the foreft threw.

Rogero then, whofe unexampled mind

From courteous lore had never yet dec1in'd, 775

Soon as he faw his foe the falchion wield,.

Let fall his fpear as ufe1efs on the field.

His fword, good Balifarda, then with hafte

H;is right hand feiz'd, his left the fhield embrac'd;

But Rodomont between them fpurr'd his freed:. 780

Marphifa interpos'd with equal fpeed.

This,~>ne j and that, the other knight repell'd j

By prayers implor'd them, and by force withheld;

While of the treaty Algiers' king complain'd,

By Mandricardo twice fa ill maintain'd ~ 785

Firft, when to win Marphifa's charms, he mov'd

Againft her knights, and well his valour prov'd ;

YOLo III. U And
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And from E.ogero n~w his 1bie~q'~ take,

Coulq thQs the caufe of Agr~m~n~forfa~e.

If frrife thou,fe~k'n......then· ~et our fw~rds .(he .cry'd)

A quatrel nobler f~r ~han tb.efe c\ec*: . '791, .
With thee ~he' comba~ clone, m·y, d.C\uf.lt.1~fs b~1Jds

Shall"anfwer'hi01"'wbo .!'lOW his ftc:e9·dem,aQQs:. . .

If from my f.word thy life fu,rvi~e6 the flght"

Tho1;1 may'ft with him difpute the b\i.ck\~r'l! rigl).t.

Far other may the. ,,harice Qf llI1l,1s p,rovid.e" . 796

(To Rodomont fj~rce Ma.n;Q,rkar:9P '<;:ry'd)

~hen, like fome fO\;lnt that. ne'erits currentdrAi8!i,

My dauntlefs vigour unimpair'd remail)~,

To meet Rogero, or a thoufand foes, SQQ

With all the world, fhould all the world oppofr. .

Words follow words, and wrath new wrath [up~

plies; . . "

Now here, now there, increafing tumults rift.'· ~:

Fell, Ma.ndricard~, whom new rage' inflames, , :

With Rodomont and' with Rogero cl~irris . -g0S-

At once the fight: unus'd. afftonts' to bear,

~ogero fpums at -peace, and breathes but, war•.

On eithedideMarphifa would reftrain

The.grQw~ng. frrife, that makes ~er labour-vain;

.. '$,i,
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As twhen, efc.aping (r-om, its broken Ihotes~ 8 10

The angry',ftreamthrough various channels pours~

The peaJiJ,nt fees the waves the meads o'erfiow~

And tremble.s for his promis'd crops below;

While herp his qites ag~ the flood pr~ide,

Thro' oth~.r breacbes. burfts the founqing tide: 8IS

~ThuSJ while with Rooomont RogerQ rag'd,

And ~Wrkardo in like ftrife engagd;

Wher,e ,¥h afpi,'d, hi~ ,br~~r-chiefs above,

Himfelf in courage, AreDgth, and ikill to prove;

MatphiCp. fuave to calm, each r.eftlem foul> ' 820
•

No words~d foothc them, an<irfo' art control.

If one a1h~nt'from the nght flie drew,

She faw the 0ther t:hief., th' aifault renew. /

The ,d:wtr~ '~o f<?ught to ealm each fUFious peer,

Thu~ Jp0ke-Atr-end, my lords, my counfe! hear:

,0 t let us yet' thefe vain debates c{)mpofe, 826

Till AgrarnaQt is freed from Chriftian fot:s.

If each will-thus ne~lea: his country's right,

Then I. with Mandricardo claim the fight;

To prove how wel~ (for fuch his boa...'l: has been)

~e frqm myfelf in arms rnyfelf can win; 831

But if our king demands our better care,

:Then let us' henc;e, and every ftrife forbear.

lJ ~ ~ot

..
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Nat one thall aid our king with readier fpeed

Than I-but let him firft reftore the fteed.. 835

(Rogero cry'd)-let him my words attend..

Reftore the courfer, or himfelf defend.

Here will I fall in glorious combat Gain,

,Or, with Frontino, viCt:or quit the plain.

Then Rodomont-The firft may well befall s 840

The laft for other force than thine may eall-

Then thus purfu'd-Hear what I noW' proteft,

If further ill betide our ~ing diftreft,

Yours be the blame, tinee here prepar'd I ftand

To aCt: what duty and what fame demand. 845

Thus he-but little heedful of the word,.

Rogero furious grafp'd his thining fword :

Like fome wild boar with Rodomont he clos~d,

To fhoulder fhoulder, fhield to fhield oppos'd :

,With fudden force the Sarzan prince he fhook, SSo

One foot the ftirrup unaWlj.res forfook.

Defer the combat (Mandricardo ery'd)

Or if thou fight'ft, with me thy arm be try'd.

He faid, and now inflam'd with deeper fpi~e,

Struck on t?ehelmet of the youthful knight ~ 8SS
Low to his courfer's neck Rogero,hent,

Nor foonrecovering rofe, for fwifely fent

By'

•
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By Ulien's mighty fon, the thundering ftee!

With dreadful ruin on his head-piece fell :

Of adamantine proof his helm was made,. 860

Eire to his chin had cleft the reeking blade.

Rogero's hands unclos'd with fudden pain,

One loft the falchion, and one loft the rein j

The ftartled courfer bears him -o'er the land,

And Balifarda glitters on the fand. 865 .

Marphifa, who that day in arms had ftood

With .brave Rogero,· now the warrior view'd

By two at ~nce in ftrife unequal prefs'd,

And indignation fill'd her generous breaft.

On Mandricardo turning [wift, fh~ f'ped 870

Her unfhe'ath'd falchion at the Tartar'.. h~aq.

The king ~f Algier~ on Rogero drives.......

Fro~tino'swon,. unlefs forne aid ~rrives.

But Ri~hardetto and bQld Vivian'bring

Their friendly aid: while 'twixt the knight and king

That fpurs his fteed, and this with ready fword 876
Supplies Rogero, now to fenfe reftor'd:

T' avenge his late difgrace Rogero bUfns~

J\nd fwifton Algiers' king indignant turns"

So when by chance fame ox: a lion gores 880

At un~ware$, the ~enerous favage rQ..a~i

U 3 With
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With fury more than pain, .while round· no itings.

His lafhing tail, and fwift to vengelmc~' ~i~gS..

On :Rodomont's proud head Rogero pour'd

A ftorm of blows, and had his own good' iWara' ~5

Then arm'd his hand, the Afrie knigItr Iorad ldtiDd

His helm, though tough, too weak to- "aft" Hit
wound;

That he1~,which once for :Babel's ~ing was' wrought,

When with the frars an impious war he fought.

Difcord, who now beholds with joyful' eyes' &90

Strife follow tl:rife, on tumult tumult rife';

Exults that conteft never more could' ceafe-,

By truce fufpended} or compos'd by peace i

Secure of ill, her fifter Pride fhe calls,

'Vith her to 'feek again the cloifter'd wails.' 8"9)

But let them hence-while we attend' the fight, '

~here, on the for,ehead of the Sarzan knight,

Rogero drove his weightr blade fo well, .

That backward on his fteed the rider fell';

His harden'd fcales· behind, his haughty crefr, 900
'And clanking helm, Frontino's crupper pret's'dj

While thrice, and ~our time's, here and', tnere he

red'd,

And [eero'd juft falling on the grafi"y'field:
,6 NM

'q' Coogle

,'-
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Nor had his open'd grafp the fworo.r:etain'd.,

But that.a chain fe~ur'd it to his,han.d.

With ~andricardo fierce Marphifa wag'd

A, ~readful fight, that all his force engag'd.

Not lefs the Tartar fought with temper'd charmS;}

Thei~..comets well fecur'.~ each breaft from harms,.

And eIther equal feem'd In ftrength and-arms. 910

At length Marphifa's courfer wheeling round

In narrow drcuit on the nippery grou,nd,

Fell fidelong down, and while to rife he ftrove,

Fierce Mandricardo Brigliadoro drove

Againft ~i,s B'ank, .forgetting knightly, lore,

And low to earth the ftruggling cO\lrfer bore.

With grief Rogero faw the warrior-maid .
\ ,'. .

In evil plight, nor 1'ong his help delay'd :

,·His arm at freedom~ while the Sarzim foe

Was fenfelefs from hIS late inflicted blow,.
On Mandricardo fwift the fword he fped;

Th~ well-aim'd {hoke had cleft the Tarra'r's head.l

With ~alifarda had his hand been arm'd.a

Or the fierce Tartar's helm lefs ftrongly charm'd. .
I I' " ..

~he king of Algiers, now reco~eting, view'd 925 .
Young Richardctto, whom he f~w inttijde

U""
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With daring aid the combat to mQleft,

When late his powerful arm Rogero prefs'd.

To him he turn'd, and came full well prepar'd

His deeds of good with evil to reward: 930

But Malagigi, deep in magic taught,

A firange device to fave his kinfman wrought.

Though wanting here his book, whofe potent force

Could fiop the fun in his meridian courfe,

His mem'ry yet thofe awful words retain'd, 935

Which the foul demons at his will reftrain'd :

On DoraIis he prov'd his magic night,

And in her beaft convey'd a fubde fprite :

The beafi, that Stordilano's daughter bore,

Receiv'd th' infernal angel, which the power 940

Of Vivian's brother from ~he realms of hell,

\Vhere Minos fits, had drawn.by fated fpell.

The palfrey, late fo gende to command,

That only mov'd by her direCl:ing hand,

.The fudd~n imp\llfe: of the demon found, _ 945
And thrice ten feet he vaulted from the ground i

A dre~dfulleap! yet though hefeem'd to fiy, }

rhe fair one kept her fcat, while from on high,

t~emhlinB; fo.r life~ ~e gave a fearful cry.

Now
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Now lighting on :his'feet,, the .fraflt~cfteed 950

R~ns as,tl1e fpirit. dfi~e~:; -wi~h fUf:lopS fpe~d "

He bears the damfel,fhrieking with a.ffright,

.And leav,es behind the' feather'd arrow's flight.

. R.ousl.~ at her.<voi-ce, the fan of Ulien frays

His.arm "from combat, and the fai'r'furveys'- 955

The fair he tollows; rapid as the wind,

And Mandricatdo {purs as fwift behind.

The Tartar bent no lUore, with ,hoftile arm,

To work Rogero or Marphifaharm,

Awaits not truce or pea,ce, hut where he views 960

Stern Rodomont and Doralis, purfues.

Meantime Marphifa from- the earth arofe,

(With rage and fhame h~f' generous' horom glows)

And burning for revenge, too late beheld
, '

The Tartar champion diftant on the field. 96S
; J Rogero, when he fees th' unnnifh'd fray,

Roars like a lion batRed of his prey.

i· .Both knew 'twas vain to chace, with either need,

Good BrigHadoro or Frontino's fpeed.

Rogero deem'd difgrace ~uft ftain his name, 970

In his Frontino to renounce the claim,

The lift untry'd-nor will Marphifa reft,

Till prov'd in ~ght the Tartar breaft to breaft.
The

~'
I

l
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~I!e martial virgin and the kni~ht agree .
To follbtl thofe on' whom they wi1h'd to fee 9;5
Their fu11 revenge; atid~ if uriff)urm befOre, -••

Th~y hop'd to find them with the Tutkifh PcJWtri,
Where; left the. liege might work the,.Pagarts~,w'de,

The knights wouIcf.hafte t' .attack.ttJeChi'iftiau f.Qd.

Rogero, ere he yet his friendsJQrfook, '. 930
A courteous.le.ave of. every warrior took j '"

And bac;k retur~nt to the fountain, c~me

Where the lov'q brother of hiS' beauteous dame

Rlm1ain.~et.ap,rrt.1 ~o, him the. g~n~e.knight ,

Firm friendfhip "'~WS, in gQod or,evil pli~t'; : ,S'J
Then to his.fifter,.. l:>y tht= youth, .conveys :.

Fair. thoughts ,and .gre~tiQg, c~uck'd in catJ:cio,,,"
, phrafe j '.. I .,

~uch cautioljs phrafe, as ~ay he~ fear~ remove,

But no fufpicion w~ke of fecret lo~e•.

To Malagigi, yivian, th~n in few: . .. . 990

To wounded, Aldiger, he ·bids adieu j

While thefe with good, Rogero chal}ge no lefs .

Th~ gr~teful fare"Y~l1J. a'nd ,their th-anks exprefs"

Again renew'~, with future fervice .yow'd,

For ever'due to aid fo· well' beftow'd. 9.9S

Ver.'995.' -didjuweb b1!ow'd.]- Alhidi.ngtb the deliverance

cJVivia,n and, Malagigi, in the beginning 'Of this book.
Marphifa,
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Marphifa, eager Paris' walls to find,

Scarce bent a thought on thofe {he left behind:

But Malagigi and good Vivian, prefs'd

By friendly zeal, with diftant figns addrefs'd

The parting maid: her Richardetto view'd, 1000

And with like greeting her retreat purfu'd;

While haplefs Aldiger, with recent wound,

Unwilling lay reclin'd along the ground.

Firft Rodomont with Mandricardo fled;

Next thefe Marphifa and Rogero fped 1005

Their courfe to Paris-deeds tranfcending thought'"

ShaH_ in th' enfuing book to light be brought;

Deeds of thefe noble four, whofe matchlefs hands .

With rout and death o'erthrew the Chriftian bands.

Ver. 1002. While hap/eft Aldiger,-] We hear no more of
Aldiger in the poem.

IND OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH BOOK.
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THE A R GUM E N T.

RODOMONT and Mandricardo, following Doralis, are draWll"
near the Chriftian forces, where they are met by GradaiI"o
and Sacripant, ana alI tOlftlt.qr ¥ll upon the camp ofCharles.
Rogero and MarphiJa arriving next, join them in the attack.
Great flaughter of the Chriftians, who are compelled to re­
tite within the walls of Paris. The archangel Michael finds

'Nt•.Q~pF4 in~ "~"}i~ fcndB~ ~~tQ.t;b~ Pa­
gans: Difrentions renewed amongft the leaders. A:gramant
commands that the contending knights 'lhould draw lots for
the order of the combat. The firft lot fulls on Rodomont and
Mandricardo. Preparations for the lifts. While the knights
are arming, a debate arife. hctweep Sacripant and Mandri­
cardo for the fword Durindana. Rogero again afferts his
claim to th~ fuield of HeCtor. Agramant and Marfllius en-

•
~:lJrQU; to- ~acif¥ thc;m.. Anot\lq" ~q:I1lre'iks o~ ~~

•. Rodementand Sac:t'ipaat for -Ul.e hcnfe r ramino; which- is
likewite claimed by Rogero. Brunello is forcibly carried off
by Marphifa in the face of Agramant and his whole court.
Agramant perfuades Rodomont and Mandricardo to refer
their title to Doralis to her own decifion: ·they agree, and
Doralis decides in favour of l\4andricardo. Rodomont leaves

the camp with indignation. His inveCtive againft women.

He is received and hofpitably entertained by a country

.boft.
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A MIDSq- the various gifts by heave~ aOi.gn~dJ,.,

_ . With fpecial grace, t' enrich the fcm~leJ'¥-l

Be t~ the praife, where moft the. ~)C afpire_~,: .

To counfe1 well wll~n fudden need ~equjre~;

But feld,?m man mature advice f~ppJ.,i.,es, , i
'Yh~n time th:e Il;leaps,o£ long debate deni~ -~

~?Od; ~lagigi wrought with f~ intent,
And well it feern'd, but different was th' event:

For: while. he k,ept, 'by force of magic charms,

ili's'~infman Rich~rdetto fafe fro;P harms, 10

The fiend, ob~dient to his potent word,

Convey'd: the Tartar • prince and Sarzan lord -

• MANDRICAR.DO and RODOMONT.

To

_.
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To diftance far,; nor thc:nthe fage foreknew,

What mifchief hence 00 Chriftian Charles he drew.

Had time allow'd him leifure to reflect, IS"'~

So~ fafer means had offer'd to protelt

His kinfmao's life, nor would in evil hour

.His fpells have thus diftrefs'd the Chriftian power:

Some wifer arts thede~on had cooftrain'd,

To bear to furtheft eail: or weftern land 20

Th' affrighted dame, for France no more to view,.

Where both the lovers might her flight purfue.

But that malignant fiend, man's endlefs foe,

By heaven's high juftice doom'd to realms of woe,

Contriv'd what moft the faithful would difmay, 2.5

Since his dread mafter ne'er prefcrib'd his way•.

Tbe palfrey, with the hidden demon, held

His rapid flight; no cr~ffing ftream repeIl'd

His bounding courk; nor woods' entangled fhade',

Nor fen, nor cliff, nor rock, his [peed delay'd: 30

Ver. 26. ~ince his dread maJler-] Since Malagigi had not

prefcribed the rout which the demon was to take, but left him to
his own di(poCaI, he took that courfe with the damfe1 which
would draw Mandricardo and Rodomont towards the Cbriffiaa
camp, and confequendy bring diftrefs on Charlc;main..

Till I

~ ..
, .

. ..~ ---
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Till through the Franks and Engli111 campS he boid

(And all th' unnumber'd haft that thrift adore)

Th' affrighted dame, and rafely had ·reftor',d

To her lov'd' fire, Granada's royal lord.

Meanwhile the Ion of Agrican purfu'd 3f
The flying fair, and foon no longer view'd; ,

With him was Ulien's fon, but either knight

Had loft her image from his ftraining fight:

Yet, by the track, they follow'd frill the chace,

As nimble hounas the goat or leveret trace ; 4~

Till either lover certain tidings gain'd,

That with her fire the princely dame remain'd.

Take heed, 0 'Charles I-What clouds, thy 1ky
deform!

'lIang o'er thy head, and threat the burftlng ftorm r:
Not thefe alone, but king Gradalfo ftands, 4-s.'
With, Sacripant, prepar'd t' alfault thy bands;

While Fortune, to complete' thy ruin'd frate,

Has robb'd thee of each glorious lamp, that late

Of ftre1'lgth and wifdom beam'd thy pureft.light,

,And leaves thee now in long enduring night. 50

: Ver. 45. - ---ling Gradaffo-] The tall: we heard of Gra-.·
daffo was at the enchanted palace of Atlantes, Book xii. from.
,.ruch place all the knights were releafed by Aftolpho. . .

VOL .. III. X Orlando,
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Orlando ~w, eftr~d to eftry· thou,g1?-t
Of good or evil. roves, w~tb.wit diftra.\lght,·

O'er hilL.and 'Fain, unhous'd $Q41\.~~~ie&

In heat or cald. in fair or ftormy fides!

~naldo, [carec with better fenfe wpir'9, . 51
Has left ,his prince, whena;.d Wl¥J qlc,>ft J:eq~~~,

Of fair Angelica the ~ws to gain,

In Paris. lately fought, pu~ f9Ugpt in ~n ~

An aged hermit, vers'd in magic art,

(4s on~ I told) had play'd a fraudful parr;
And wrought, th' unwary knight to fond '~ief)

That file, fo lov'd, was won by Brava'. - c~ief.·

4t- this, with j~l~s rage and grief diftrcfs'd) .

That ne'er before a lover's heart opprefs',4,

~ .enter'd ,Paris' walls, then v.oyag'd .o'er

mo chance decreed) to Britain's dijtant fhore.·

The b;ttclc" fought, in w~ich fuch fame he w~,

The Mo,ars be1i.eg'd and fr.eed the regal toWQ,
. _ J. •

Pari,~. ag~~n he view'd; ,each convent there

And everr dome explor'd ~ith fruitlefs care ~

.- OllLANDO•
7crJ.

• Yet. .59' 4n aged hertnit)-J See Book ii., y~!:: ~9,.wh~ th~

~jpOCritical henliit deceive$ RinaldQ and ~acripant with a lyiJIg
vUlan, and P31tithe battle between the twa J'ivals.-

Ver.61~ ~ fu,h fame he Wqn,] See Books" ~vi. xvii. & ~.
~ .. :., - ...... . He
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He deetn'd, ·whh Brav'a's chief, the lovdy maid

To BravlJ or 'Al'lglaftte~s [eats c-onvey'd,

~.Nowpafs'd the hours; and thither haftes the knight;

Bua tkre nor- chief 'nor damfe1 meets his fight;

And tl1ence to Paris' walls-he turns anew, 75
In hopes, ere long; 'the Paladin to view:

':No Paladin·he views; ~hh rage he burns;

Again to Brava and An~lante turns.

'·Alike he jQurn~s on by night ar day,

In morn·s cool breeze,- or noontide's fultry ray, ~

And many a.time one path repeated tries i

The fun or moon, by turns, its light fupplies.

:. "But he, our ancient foe. through whom the h.~na

Ofhaplefs Eve tranfgrefs'd the high command, .

With livid eyes ImperiafCharles beheld, 8S

•What time vain love had from the camp e~pel1'd.

Albano's knight • : he mark'd, with horrid joy,

What force might then the Chriftian powers annoy;

And now together broughtagainft their hoft" "

· The Rower of arms the Pagan world could boafr. 90

· He fires the' king Gradaffo, fires the'breaft
.. . .

·.Of noble .S&cripant; wh9. !inee felctas'd

• RrNALIIO.

X '2, From

..
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Fro,m old Atl!lntes' taftle, where they fhar'd

One common ,error, had companiQns far'd .

·Along t~e way: he thefe incites to' aid '9S
Their fovereign Agramant, and Charles invade.

·Himfe1f, by fecrct ways, their courfe attends,

And fafely brings to join their Pagan friends.

Another fiend he bids with trufty fpeed }

Fierce ¥odomont and Mandricardo lead, .100

Where late the demon urg'd the damfel's freed•

..~ third he fent, that to the Pagan crew

· Valiant Rogero and Marphifa drew i

Nor yet fo fwiftly to the camp they pafs'd,

J3ut, oflhe fix, thefe two arriv'd the Iaft. H'S
. Th' infern~I 'angel, who relentlefs fought

The Chriftians' 10fs, this fubtle train had wrought;' ,

Ver. 94. -had companions far'd] This feems to be
a little flip of the 'poet's memory, as Sacripant and Gradafi'o did .

· not l~ve the palace of Atlantes together; for Sacripant (fee
Book xii. ver. 220.) when the ring had difpelled the illufion
that fo long detained him, had quitted the palace with Orlando

~~dFer,rau, and followed the flight of Angelica; but it ap­
'Pears (fee Book xxii. ver. I,p.) that GradallO remained be­
hind in the enchanted palace with Rogero, Bradamant, Iroldo,
and others) till the enchantment' was, dilr9lved by Aftolpho.
Of this overfight of the poet the Italian commen~tors have
taken no netite. .

.~

" . '.;".;'.w¥-, ..~.<~ ..

. '.'If '~. .. '

' ..
i.~ ...
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Left, with'Rogero Rodomont arriv'd,.
The late contention for tqe freed reviv'd

Shollld cr~fs his great deugn, for either knight 110

Might then renew his undecided fight.

'.J'he fira brave warriors that together join'd,

, ~eheld in diftant profpeCl: to the wind

The bamlers wave, and faw the tents afcend,

Where thofe befiege the works, and thefe defend. I IS
And now, the council held~ the dauntlefs four,·,

In fpite of Charles, and all his numerous power1

.To raife the fiege with joint confent agree,

And Agramant from threatening ruin free,

Compact and,firm they ben~ the~r daring way" 120

Where deep encamp'd the Chriftian army lay;

While Africa and Spain- aloud'they cry,

Now Pagans known to every ear and eye.

ThrQugh all the hoft, to afms~ to anns, refound,

A thoufant,i tongues i but ere their arms they found,

The hoftile ftee! invades them unprepar'd, 126

And the firft onfet puts to flight the guard.

The Chriftian chiefs, while thus the tum\lIt fpread,

Scarce knew from whom or why their foidiers fl~d;

• GRADASSO, SACRIPANT, RODOMONT, and MANDIlI­

~ARDO.

Some

, I

I
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Some. deem'd this daring inmh chey ftlftain . 130

4 From the ~rce Swifs or hardy Garcon train:

But, while uncertain whence th' incurfion came,

They call tho troops of every clime aDd. nme;
Loud beats the drum, the trump its clangor pours j

The fky re-echoes, and the tumult roars ! IJ~

Imperial" Charles, amidft his gathering bands,.

'All, fave his helmet, arm'd, intrepid Rands.

He calls his Paladins, and bids- them tell,

What fudden 'force could thus his legions-t'jl:Jetl.

By threats now there, now thofe, he ftay,s from Right,

And others he beholds (too cruel fight ') 141

With heads ditrever'd by the furious '171ade,

With bofoms pierc'd, and 17owe1s open laid;

While fame return (e{cap'd from greate1' harms)

With bleedinglimbs, wirhfever'd hands anclarms. 145

. Advancing fiill, he fees where, fC1tter'd'r.ound,

Unnumber'd wretches gafping bite the ground j

l?readful to view! all weltering in their gore,

When leech or drugs £hall ne'er avail. them more.

, Where'er this little band refiftlefs came, IS0

They left eternal monuments of fame;

.While Charles with wonder, grief. and 1ha~eJ beheld

The fearful carnage of fo. dire a field.
So
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So one, who fuffers by the thunder's force,

Explores- the track of its deftruCl:ive courfe. ISS'
. There ooble four the tents had fcarcely gain'd,

Waere Aftic's monarch iHll entrenchid remain'di

When~ on a different fide, th' alrault to aid,

Appear'd Rogero and the martial 'maid -.. '.

Soon as the generous pair had darted' round . I''''
Their ikilful fight, to mark the ca!llp and ground ; .
And faw how beft the combat to maintain, ....." .

And taife the fiege ; they gave their iteed& tne
rem.

As, when the mine is fir'd, the ftr~ini~gey~

Scarce view the flarne as thro' the trairi it B.i~j 16S

Till burlting forth, the fury levels all,

l'ears the firm rock, and fhakes the ftrongeft wall :"

So fw~ft Rogero and Marphifa fleW,. .

Such wacs their rage amongft the warring :crew.
Aflaot, dirott, their furious blows they dealt; '17&

Diffever'd fcalps, lopt arms, and fhoulders felt

The.trenchlmt; fte~l,),while, (or eftape too flow,

Huge crQwds divide before each gallant foe.

Whoe'er h3$ feen, o'er hill or vale a ftonn

Swc:ep fiercely on i with ruin part deforrnJl.. 17S

•

,
I• • .<.r

",;." '-.'.:)"/1 .",

,.,
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Part leave unhurt j may judge h~w, [catter'd wide.

;fhis warlike couple pierc'd the martial tide.

Thofe who from Rodomont'~ deftruaive hand

Had Bed, and 'fcap'd the tirft afi"ailing band 179

Of four fuch warriors, gave their thanks to hea.ven;

That ftrength and fwiftnefs to their feet had given:.

Jut now with weapons brandilh'd at their brealt;.

llY bold Rogero and Marphifa. prefs'd, .

They fee too late tbat,him who ftands or Bies.

What fate has fentenc'd, fate to 1hun denies: liS

New danger follows one alreadypaft,

Who 'fcapes the firft, muft doubly pay the laft.

$0 {ares it ~ith the timorous fox, expeU'd '
From ancient feats which once {he fafely held,

Whom for her thefts the village hinds confpire 190

To chace with vapour of the fmouldering fire,

Driv'n with her cubs upon the hound to run,

And meet that death ,the hop'd in vain to thun.

At length Marphifa and Rogero gain

The inmoft trenches, whom the Pagall train 195
Joyful receive with eyes cn Heaven intent,

In grateful thanks for aid fa timely rent.

: ,ver. 180. Of flur.fi«h wamm,-] Rodomont, Mandri.
cardO, Gradalfo, and Sacripant, whQ firfl: attacked the camp of the
ChriftilU1S) and were afterwards joined by Rogero and Marphi&..

No
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No longer fear the meaneft bofom knows,

Each Pagan arm defies ,a hundred foes;

With one united voice their chiefs they call~ !.loOO

~nd burn with ardour on the camp to fall.
I .

The Moorilh drum, the horn, and timbrel blend

Their. rattling founds, that to the fides af<:end j

W·hile ftreamers rais'd aloft, and banners join'd,

With mix'd devices tremble in the wind. ~o5

Not lefs th.e chiefs of Charles, with martial care,

The troops of Britanny and France prepare:

With thefe Italian, German, Englilh, clofe

Their martial lines, and fierce the battle glows!

Stern Rodomont, of unrefifted might, ~10

With MandricardoJ dreadful in the fight i

Noble Rogero (virtue's conftant ftream)

And king GradaffoJ every nation's theme;

Marphifa ftee1'd in arms, and with her Join'd

Circaffia's - 'Prince, who never lagg'd behind; !.loIS

All thefe at once the king of France affail'd,

And urg'd his vows that nothing now avail'd.

On John and Dennis (patron faints) he calls~

But foon compell'd retires to Paris' walls.

Th' o~erbearing valour of this matchlefs train ~~o

{The knights -and dame) the mufeJ my lord! in vain

, SACR.IPANT.

Attempts
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Thus.. ~

'_ .. .-.

Attempts to paint~ nor can defcribe in fpeech. .
What beggars fancYI and no words can reach.

Think then what numbers fen of life bereav'd,

What lors that day unhappy Charles receiv'd! fl.zJ

With there Ferrau deman~s his {hare of fame•

..t\nd with him many a Moor of gll'llant name.

For haile, what numbers in the Seine were loft,.

The bridge unequal for the flying -hoft !

Some with, lik.e Icarus, for wings to (oar 0 ~3().

From death, that threats behind and threats before.

What haplefs Paladin~ were then enflav'd !

Vie$na's marquis - and Ugero fav'd

Alone from bonds: fee Olivero iland,

. Near his right {boulder by a hoftile hand

The wound inflicted deep j while at his, ftd~

Ugero's head pours forth a purple-tide.

If, like' Rinaldo or Orlando loft,

~ve.BraRdimart had left the Chriftian hoft,

In exile then might Charles h;J.ve led his life, Z4Q

Had (ortune giv'n,~im to furvive the ftrife.

. Whate'er cool thought or ftrength of nerve fupply'd, ,

Intrepid ~randimart had vainly try'd j

.Ti~l forc'd at length to ~ive the tempcft way,

Sio~.he recedes, ,and fcarce refigris the clay.
'! OLIVJ!R.O,
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Thus Alramant propitious Fortune view'oj

And once .again the fiege of Charles Eenew'd.

The cries of orphans1 :and tbe widom' moaaSlJ

Sons for their f~hers, fathe·rs for theirforu,

.Fr~m CllTth afcending rea{;h'd tb' empyrea.l hright,

Where Micha¢l fate in realrnts- of p\:Jreft light:.. 251

H~ heud; and looking doW'll with fad furvey,

Beheld the food of wulves and birds of prey,

. ~u:ctch'd in their blGad by thoufands on the plain,.

~f every nation" his IGv'~ people ibm. 25S
The bleifed angel blu1h'~ celeftia;l red,

Toifind-his gf(~at Creator ill O'bey'd:

To Difcord la.t<i: he gave his ·high command, .

To kindle ftrife amidft tbe Pagan baad;-

Far different OOW~ he ftes the Pagans' hate ~

All firmly join'd againfi the Chriftian frace.
o ,

As when fome faithful envoy, who at large

Receives commiffion for a weighty charge,

Chides his negled:, reGalling. ~ his drought

Some va~u'd pUTpofe, 'midfr llii zeal forgot ; 2~S

Ver.256. Tht hkj[ed IJngtl bltL/b'd cekflial rt~] Thus Milton
makes his ang.el change celom :.

To whom the angel, with a finile that glow'd.
Celefl:ial rory red--

PARAgISll Lo.1', B. viikV«.618~.,
AndJ

1
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And, ere he f~es his lord, with eager care

Bends every power th' omiffion to repair:

The angel thu's will not to GOD afcend, '.

Till future deeds his error·pail:. amend.

To where before, in hallow'd cloifters plac'd, '1.70

He Difcord met, he ply'd his wings in-hafte:

Again he found where 'midft the monks 1he fate..

And at a chapter urg'd the dire debate :

Pleas'd with their ftrife 1he view'd with joyful eye,

Caft at each other, prayers and mafi"es fly. '1.75

With holy wrath the heavenly angel burn'd,

Her by the locks he feiz'd, and feizing fpurn'd i

Then iii his. hand a croLier fwift he took,

And on her head, her arms, and 1houlder, broke.

'Mercy! ah, mercy !-(loud the fury yell'd, '1.80

While dofe the heavenly nunciate's knees file held)

But Michael fet not yet the fiend at large,

Till to the Saracens, with weighty charge,

He thus difmifs'd her-Hence! nor more forfake

Yon hoftile camp, my heavier wrath to wake. '1.8 S

.. Tho' Difcord, forely bruis'd, with back and breaft

The livid marks of many' a ftripe confefs'd,

Yet trembling more with fear of future harm~

,Fromth~ ftrong PQwer of that angelic arm;

Her
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Her bellows fwift file feiz'd with kindling fire, 290

And ftore of fuel that might w~ll confpire

"T' increafe the flame, with which ,her ruthlefs art

Lights up fell ftrife, that rankling in the heart,

To Rodomont and Mandricardo fpread,

With good Rogero : thefe the fury led .295

:Before the king i for: now each peril o'er . J
From Chrifti,an foes, their legions fear'd no more .,
A new a1f~ult from Charles' defeated power. '

Their quarrels told, each to the monarch .£hows .'

The caufes whence their late di1fentions rofe i 300

Andbegg~dhis voice the conteft to decide,

.By whom in arms' their claims fhould firft be try'd.

Marphifa, with the reft, attention won,

Eager to end her' combat late beg\ln,

Which firft ~he Tartar urg'd; nor would {heyield 30S
A day, an hour, her title to the field j

But with a generous warmth enforc'd her. right,

To .meet with inftant arms the Tartar knight.

Not lefs would Rodomont conclude the ftrife,

That to himfelf or rival gives the wife j JI0

The mighty ftrife, by joint confen.t delay'd,

,To give their friendly camp and fovereign aid•

.Roger~

lo' ,~... , .~'
.~..

. '...
'."'.' , ~

. ,..
~,,~....
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1tegae' would annul' h'is claim, and' vow'd

That iY his honour Rodomont allGw'd,

From him the fteed ~njuftly to tktilill, 3 JS

And, net in battle firO: the deed maintain.

More to perplex their brGils, the Tartar knight

'&ept forth,. and loud deny'd RE>~FQ'8 right

~o bear the hird with filver wings difplay'd :
\

-j\.nd, a's he fpoke, fuch rage his btifom fway'd, 3X)
, ,

He dar'u the three at onte to combat c-aU"

By o~ fole trial to determine all :

'"Alike 'the reft in mingled fight ha.d elos'd,

But that the king his high comma..nds oppas'd.

King'Agrarnant, that further -ihife may ceare, 3 25

, With prayers'and {oothing words entreats the peace.

In vain he foothes and prays-withdeafen'd ear

Each knight refufes peace or truce to hear.

And now his thoughts fuggeft, the warriors' names

Inferib'd on lots fuall fix their fevera} claims': 330

He bids four ferolls the written names difclofe i

One Rodomont and Mandricardo fhows i
,

W-ith Mandricardo one Rogero bears»

Rodomont with Rogero one declares;

One Mandricardo with Marphifa joins': 335

'There to be drawn, as fickle chance inclines,

9 The
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:rhe kingcQmmands; and 10! the fir1\: that -came
Bore Sarz!J.'~ king - and )4an~ri.cardo's na~ 5

Ne,xt, with Rogero Mandricardo frood ~

Rodomont and Rogero third were view'4; 34G ,

Laft Mandricardo with Marphifa join'd, ,

Which fore difpleas'd the martial virgin's miR4~

Not better pleas'd his lot Rogero faw, ,

Left he -; decree'd the foremoft chance to draw, 34+

Should wage fuch confliCt w,ith the Tartar knight'I

Marphifa and himfelf might lofe thei',right,

Io meet the fo.n of Agrican in fight. .

Not far from Paris' walls,a tract of ground

Was feen; a little mile in cOlllpafs round j

Where, in the~tric guife the feats difpos'd, ·3S~
" ~ ~ ..

With gentle rife a middle fpace inclos'd.,

rh~re once a caftle ftood, but now o'erthrown

lly wars and time, no more the place was known.

The lifts were here defign'd; with bufy care

The workmen clear'd the ground and form'd a fquar~

Of large extent, and Jenc'd on either hand 356

Wi~h two wide gates, as ancient rites demand i

And at the harrier's end, t~e lifts to clofe,

On either flde a fair pa.vilion rofe•

:-',. ...

• RODOMONT.
•

Now'
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Now came the. day when fwords muft fix th~ right,

N am'd by the king, and wifu'd by either knight: 361

Plac'd in the tent that to the weft appears,

His giant limbs the king of Algiers rears;

There bold Ferrau and Sacripant affift

With (caly hide to arm him for the lift : 365

And where the eaftern gate its valv.es expands,

With king Gradafi'o Falfirones ftands ;

, Thefe for the fon of Agrican • employ .

Their aid, t{) deck him· with the arms of Troy.

High on a lofty throne, in royal fl:ate, 370

The king of Spain and king of Afrie fate ;-

Next Stordilano and ~he peers were plac'd,

AboTe the refl: in rank and honours grac'd.

Happy is he who on fome rifing ~eight,

Or tufted tree, can fit to view the fight! 375
Great is the prefs, and deep on every fide,

Through all the camp. was pour'd the mingled tide.

Caftilia's queen was prefent; many a queen

And princefs fair, with noble dames, were feen,

From Arragon, Caftile, Granada's land, 3S0

And near the bound where Atlas' pillars £land.

• MANDRICARDO,

There

'q' Coogle
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There Stordilano's daughter, with the reft,

Appears in robes of various colour dreft :

One veft: was green, and one a paly red

Of foften'd dye, like rofes newly filed:

A garb Marphifa wore, that might proclaim

(SuccinCt and fimple) both the knight and d~e.

Like her apparell'd, near Thermodoon's flood,

Hippolyta with all her virgins frood.

Already in his coat of arms array'd,

That royal Agramant's device difplay'd,

The herald enter'd, in the lift to draw

The bounds prelcrib'd, and frate the duel's law.

While now impatient throngs demand the fight,

While oft their murmurs chide, and oft invite 395

Each tardy champion; fudden in their ear

From Ma~dricardo's tent a noife they hear,

Loud and more loud; deriv'd from wrathful words

Between the Sericane and Tartar lords.

Soon as ~he king of Serieane had dreft

The Tartar monarch in his martial veft,

He freod prepar'd to gird the fword, wh~ch try'd

In battle oft, had grac'd Orlando's fide,

When DURI~DANAon the hilt he views,

And that device Almontes wont to ufe,

, VOL. III. Y
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From whom, long fince, b~fide a limpid brook

This fword, while yet a youth, Orlando took.

He faw, and knew full well the famods fword,

That arm'd the hand of great Anglante's lord j

Which prize to gain he left his native thore, 4- It)

With ruch a force as ne'er was feen before ;

And, fome few years daps'd, CaftiIia view~cf~

And France itfdf beneath his arms fubdu'd ..

He marveU'd now, by what ftrange mea~5 obtain'd

He faw this fword in Mandricaroo's hand; 4 1S
Then afk'd what chance had given the fatal blade,

And when and where he from the earl convey'd

The precious prize-The Tartar prince reply'd ~

Erewhile in fight Orlando's force I try'd:

At length he feign'd a madners, to conceal +2'0
His daftacd feelings, for he knew too well,

While this he wore, he 'ftill his trembling life

With me muit rilk in never-ending ftrife.

The beaver thus, who fees the woodland crew

Near and more near his hunted fteps purfue, 425

Well confcious what they feek, behind him leaves

The fought-fof treafure, aoo his life repneves.

Ver. 407. ThisfwDrll, while yet (J y()uth, &c.] See Book I.
ver. 4-02. in the note.

Vcr. 411. With fUch afim- ] Sec Boyardo. .
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Ere yet he ce~'d, Gradaffi> to.ok the word:

To thee, nor any, will I yield the fword J

JufHy I claim what long I toil'd to gain" +30
My gold expended and my people fiain!

Some other weapon feek...,.-nor deem it irangc:

That this I challenge--Iet Orlando range:

Frantic or wild, where'er this (word I.hold,

The fword is mine-thou, as th"felfhaft told, 435
Foun.d'ft it far dmant from its owner thrown,

But, fOl;lnd by me, I claim it for my own. .

This falchion fhall the right I plead maintain­

The lift £hall be my judge-prepare .to gain

This fword by force, if this thou feek'ft in fight 1
To wield; on Rodomont ~ {inee every knight 441

Who ufes arms, fuould win them by his might.

At this the Tartarrais'd his daring head t

What fweeter found can rea-ch tny ears (he faid)

, Than aught that £peaks of war ?-But firft, in field~,

To thee his tum the Sarzan prince muft yield. 446

Procure with me the foremoft fight to wage,

And let the fecond Rodomont engage:

Doubt Irot I 'ftand prepar'd for thee-for all-

T<> anfwer'thine and every mortal call. 0450

Rogero then, increafing ftrife to breed :

:Think not t' infringe the terms fa late agreed.

Y 2 'Be
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Be Rodomont the firll: in lift to join,
Or, if he change, his fight mull: follow mine.

Grant what Gradaffo pleads, that in the field 455

,A knight mull: win his arms who arms would wield;;

Shalt thou my bird with argent wings difplay,.

Till from my grafp tho" rend'ft the fuicld away ?

Lo! here I ftand t' abide the lot's decree;

The firll: to Rodomont-the next to me ! 460

If thou perfift our treaty to confound,

I fpurn all order, and defpife all bound:

Nor will I for a moment wave my right,

But call thee forth this inftant to the fight.

Let each of you be Mars, (then made reply 465

Fierce Maooricardo) each his prowefs try :
What arm fuall dare forbid me here to wield

The trufty falchion or the glorious fuield ?

Then fir'd to wrath, with freely gauntlet bent,

At Sericana's king a ftroke he (ent, 470

Whofe better hand at unawares it took,

And Durindana ftrait his grafp forfook.

Gradaffo, burfting then with rage, beheld

The fword difputed from his hand compell'd.

Indign,ant fuamc, defpite, and burning ire, 47S
Flu{h'd all his face i his eyeballs fparkled fire:

Fierce·
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Fierce for revenge a backward ftep he made,

And frood in act to draw the deadly blade: .

But Mandricardo, ever uaappall'd,

Him and Rogero to the battle call'd. 480

Come, both at once-come, Rodomont! (he cry'd)

To make the third, and come all thr<:e defy'd.

Come, Spain and Afric! all of human race,

No flight {hall e'er my glories pafr difgrace.

Thus he who nothing fear'd; and as he fpoke, 485

In his right hand Almontes' weapon {hook,

Firmly embrac'd his {hie1d, for fight prepar'd,

And good Rogero and Gradaffo dar'd.

Leave him to me, and foon this fovereign freel",

(Exclaims Gradaffo) {hall his frenzy heal~

Not fo (Rogero cries) to me refign

Yon boafring chief-the combat firft is mine.

Go thou-the fight is mine-by turns they cry'd­

Then all at once eaclt other loud defy'd.

N or this nor that would yield; and now enrag'd 495

All three at once,a medley war had wag'd;

When numbers prefent, as the warriors clos'd,

With ill advice amidfr them interpos'd;

And to their coft had foon his fortune known,

Who for another's fafety rifks his own:

Y3
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Not all the world their foulll to peate had won,

But lo! the Spanifh monarch, with the fon

Of great Troyano cameJ whore prefence queU'd

Their frantic rage, and each in reverence held.

" Now Agramant demandS, what fudden caufe 50S,
To new contention thus each warrior draws.

Th' occafion known, he {hives with every ~rt

To calm the rage of ftern Gradaff'o's heart;

That he to Mandricardo might afford J
One fingle day the loan of Hetl:or's fwordJ 510

Till the dire fight \Vas wag'd with Sarza's lord.

While Agtamant with foothing words addreft,

Effays by turns t' appeafe each angry breaft,

New founds ~f tumuit in the well:ern tentJ

From Rodomont and Sacripant were rent, 515

Circaffia's monarch flood with Sarza's knight,

(As late 9.'e told) to arm him for the fightJ

And with Ferrau had on the champion brac'd

Thofe arms which once his prouJ forefather grac'd.

And now they came to where the courf~r ftoodJ 520

Who 'da(h'daround the wbirtning foam, and chew'd.

The golden -bit: this fleed, Frontino nam'd,

Was that whofe lofs Rogero's wrath inflam'd.

Meanwhile the generous Sacripant, whore care .

Mufl fuch a champion for the lift prepare, S2.S

4 Obferv'd
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Obferv'G, the gaUant fteed with nearer view,

When foon his m~rks and faultlefs limbs he kn~w,

And own'd his FruDtaletto, fo~ whofe fak~

He went. on fQ<)t, nQr othe"r freed would take:

Stol'n by Brunella, on that fatal day, 530

When from ~he fair" he bore her ring away;

When B~ifarda and his harn he reft

From grea.t Anglante's earl with impious theft;

. When from her fide Marphifa's fword he bore,

And with his plunder reach'd Biferta's ihore'; 535

Then gave Ragero Balifarda fam'd,

With this gQod courfer, flnce Frontino nam'd.

Each cert!lin pr.oof the fierce Cir(;affian weigh'd,

Then turning to the Sarzan king, he faid:

Know, chief! this freed iii ,mine-by fraud purloin'd

Before 41bracca.-numbers left b~hind 54 I

Could·witnefs what I teU-behold my fword

Shall full conviction of the truth afford.

But finee together for a while we far'd

In (rjendly fort, and mutual converfe 1har'd ;., 545

,- ANGELICA.

AndY4

,
Ver. 532. _ his h,rn he rqiJ This horn was Won by

Orlando frOlJl, Al~antes, when he flew him at tJte fQ\Ultain.
See Book i. vert 20~. Note.-For BrunellQ's thefts, fee

.Boyardo.'

"
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And {inee thy want I know-to thee I yield

My generous courfer for the lifted field,

My right acknowledg'd firft J eIfe hope in vain

To keep a fteed which only arms can gain.

Stern Rodomont, than whom no prouder knight

E'er wielded weapon in the lift of fight, 551
Thus anfwer'd-Had another's lips declar'd

What thou, ill-judging Sacripant, haft dar'd,

He to his coft might find 'twere better far

That fpeechlefs born he breath'd the vital air; S55
Bur, as thou urgeft, for. the friendfhip late

Between us held, in this I wave debate,

To bid thee now (an~ heed what I advife)

Defer awhile thy arduous enterprize,

Till thou haft mark'd the iffue of the fight, 560

This day, between me and the Tartar knight,

When Ilis example fhall thy prudence wilke,

To beg me as thy gift this fteed to take.

With thee. 'tis courteous to be brutal (cries

fierce Sji.cripan~, with lightening in his eyes); S65

;But mark me plainer now~henceforth take heeq
" I

JIow far thou dar'ft ufurp my trufty fteed •

I here forbid thee, while this better hand

Can, grafp'd aloft, the vengeful iWord comIlland.

10 'If

... '
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If other means fhould fail, unarm'd I fight, 570

And ftand with tooth and nail to guard my right.

Cries, threats fucceed, and ire enkindl~ ire:

Lefs fwift through ftubble runs the blaze.of fire.

Fierce Rodomont complete his armour wears,

But Sacripant nor helm nor cuirafs bears, 575
Yet feems (fa well he knew his fword to wield)

Securely fenc'd as with a covering fhield:

Though Rodomont excell'd in nerve of fight,

No Iefs in {kill exceU'd Circaffia's knight. 579

Not with more fwiftqefs turns the kind}ing wheel•.

W~en from the ftone is ground the whitening meal.

Than Sacripant, with hand and foot untir'd.

Turn'd, chang'd. and parry'd ftillas need rcquir'd.

Their fwords Ferrau and Serpentino drew,

And 'midft the chiefs themfelves undaunted threw:.. ,

,Tnen Ifolero, king Grandonio came, 586

And m.any nobles of the Moorifh name.

Such was the tumult, fuch the noire combin'd.

'fhat reach'd the tent where both the princes join'd

Eff'ay'd tp calm Rogero's wrath in vain, 5~

The Tartar lord and king of Sericane -.

. Now to king Agramant, perplex'd in thought,

. A memrnger th' unwelcome tidings brought,

~ GRAl>ASSO.
That.

l
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That Sa,eripant~ with Rodomant f'ftgag'd~

A c;:ruel battle for his Courfer wag'<i. 595

Then thus the king befpoke die lord. of Spiin ~ .

Amidft thefe new alanns, thou hcr~ remain,

Left aught fhould worfe am<mg there chief. befall,

While I atteru;l where yonder tumults call.

When Rod?mont his royal lord beke1p, goo

lle ftay'd his weapon, and his fury qucll1d;

Not with lefs awe Circaffia's prince retir'd,

When Agramant appear'd j who now (tnquir'd"

With kingly looks, and with majeftic tone,

From what new caure this fudden n:rife was grown.

The whole dedar'd, he fought with (ruide(s care 606

T' appeafe·each warrior, an(j, the brelc-a repair.

U nmov'd, Circaaia's monarch frill del\y'd

The king or Algiers longer fhould beftride

The generous freed, unlefs by fair requeft:, 61.

For that day's ufe, he 6rft his lord addref$'d.

But Rodomont, as wont, with fell difdain,

Rtply'd-Nor thou, nor Heaven; fo far {hall gain.!

That, what this arm ,can on myfelf bellow,

I ever to another's gift will owe~ -61 5

The king enquir'd of Sacripant his right

To urge fuch claim, and if by force or flight
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He loft the freed: the prince the truth di{play·~.

And, as he fpoke, a blufh his flume betray'd•.

lie own'd how well the fubtle thief had wrought, 6"o
Who marking, wp-.ile he fate: c:ntranc'd in thoughf.

Four frakes beneath his faddle plac'd, and drew

The courfer thence" ere aught his rider knew•.
Amidft the train .appear'd Marphifa bold~

Who, while his courfer',lors the warrior told, 'f2S
In colour chang'd, f~r on the ft:lf·fame day

A robber's hand • had borne her fword .y~

Advancing near, her eyes confefs'd the freed"

On which Brunello once, with light.foot fpeed,

Efcap'd purfuit: brave Sacripant !he knew, ~jG.

Till then unfound.i file mark'd the miAgl~ritW

That crowded near. when numbers there a~u'd,'

That oft there thefts from hue Brunella heard•.

All turn'd to him, by whom they knew ablQ'd

The knight and dame, and by their looks acctU'd•.

Of each Marphifa afk'd, nor fail'd to find '3'
Thatthis was he whofe hand her fword purloin'd.

• B1UNJS.LO.

Ver. 620. He OW7C'd Iww WIll thlfiWtk tlHef, &C.] TIWi Ju..
dicrous and extravagant illcident is taken from Boyardo. The
paffage is wittily ridiculed by Cervantes, where Sancho, while
deep, loCes his afSs which is frolen from him by Gines de paaa.­
IllOnte in the fame manner~
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She learnt, for this and many an impious choat,

For which he well deferv'd a noofe to meet,

By Agramant the fhamelefs wretch was.. prais'd, 640

And (ftrange to tell) to regal honours rais'd.

Marphifa felt her former wrath to wake,

Determin'd, for her injur'd honour's fake,

On the foul thief ajuft revenge to take.

'. Now by her fquire the bade her helm be lac'd, 64S

Her other fhining arms already brac'd

Her martial limbs, for never yet the maid

Ten days was feen, but bright in mail array'd,

Since her fair perfon, brave beyond compare,

She firft inur'd the weight offree! to bear. . 650
Then, with her helmet clos'd, fhe went and found

Brunello feated midft the peers around.

Him, when file faw, the dame with furious heat

Seiz'd by the throat, and dragg'd him from his feat;

Eaf"y, as grip'd within his hooky claws, 655
The ravenOus eagle fome weak chicken draws,

And bore him thus before Troyano's heir,

Then deep engag'd to heal inteftine war.

BnJllcJlo, fearing worfe might yet befall,

Ceas'd not to weep, and loud far pity c;all.

•
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His ~ries were heard amidft the mix'd alarms

Of Jhou~s and tumults from the camp in arms.

For mercy now he fues, now aid demands ~

N ear as he qrew, thick crowd the gazing bands:

To Afrie's king the dame her prifoner took, 66S
And thus addrefs'd him with a haughty look:

This wretch, thy vaffal, by my hand .ere long
I

Aloft fufpended, fhall atone the wrong

My honour felt-for know his fhameful theft,

Him of his horfe, me of my fword bereft. 670

Should there be one who dares my purpofe blame,

Forth let him ftand, and what he thinks proclaim:

To prove my juftice, I his might defy,

And in thy prefence give his tongue the lye.

Since fome may urge, ill-chofen time I take, 67S
When civil broils fo many murmurs make;

When difcord kindles now, with dire alarms,

The braveft warriors of the camp to arms;

Three days I refpite his determin'd fate:

Meanwhile would any friend prolong his date, 6SQ

Let fuch' appear-if not ere then rcleas'd,

I give him to the birds a welcome feaft.

Ver. 67o.:...--me ofmyfword-] This is told in Boy~do.

Gee Book xviii. note to Ter: 732.

But
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But thrte miles diftant) by t~ wood's lene fide,

To yondet" tower "behold my courfe I guide :-

Without companion lhaltl tbeft retire, 685
Save two, a damfe1 and a faithful kJuir.e.

If any dare this 'Wl'etch's caufe befrieod)

There let hi~ come, I there hts arms atrend.

She raid j and waiting no reply, poou'd

Her deftin'd way to reach the neighbouring wood :

BruneUo on her courfer's neck fhe aft, 6'1.

And in his -locks t1re martial virgIn fait

Her hand fet:ur'd, while loud be tbtiek'<I and pray'd,

Inv~king every friend by name for aid.

King Agramant, amid there tumults loft-, 69S
Where thought itfelf to find a clue was ~ft,

Above

Ver.695. King }/gramont, onUd lhefe tmnulll-] Nothing
can be better wm:ked up thaD the confuflOn in the camp of the
Pagans, from thefe diflentions among their leaders. Cervantes
humoroufiy makes Don ~ixote, in the midft of the quarrelSi

_ at the Inn, thus anude to the above pa1fagl: of Ariofto·~ "Did I

nst tell you, Sus, that this 'Callie was ~c:hanted, and that Come
legion of devils muft c:ertaiDly inhabit it. III coofumation wher~­
of, I would have you fee, with your own eyes, how the dif-

..cord of Agramant's camp is patrea over, and transferred hithCl"
among us. BekaId how daere they. fight for the fword, here far
the horfe, yonder for the eagle-here again for the helmet; and

we all fight, and no one underftands another. ComeJ therefore"
my

i
I
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Abo-ve the ren: m6re rorely noW dirpleas''d,

Behdd Brunello by Marphifa reizttl :

Not that he 1l:ill thoe treacherous caitiff loy'd )

Who (forn'e ~1'1 -day'S daps}d) his anger'·mov\i. '7GO
Ere fince the ring's late l"Ofs, the king'teV'ohr'd

Brunello"s fatilt, ~l'1d oft his death refotv\l~

But now he deem~d a mo'narch's facted name

Too boldly [com'd, and, red with confcious fuame,

He 1l:00d'l'repaT1d to follow7 with his hand 70S

T' avenge dl' Mont thcrt regil power fuftarn'd':

But graveSobrino, prefent, foon indin'd

To better thoughts the prihce's ·wrathftill·mind.

It. ill befeetll'd, in [uch a caufe, (he faid) .. !

So great a 'king, 'of fovereign kings the head, .710

To wage a fight, where, fhould :his. arms fueceed,

More blame than honour mull: ~ttend the deed:

my lord judge, and you mafier priefi, and let one of you Rand
for king Agratmmt, the other for king Sobrino, and make peace
:mR>ug us, &c."

See)ARvls'S Don Qiti.xote, Vel.!. B. iv. C. xviii.

Ver. 7°7. But grave Sobrin" &c.] This is the firft otp- .
pearance'of Sobrino in Ariofio. His'charaCler is continued from
Boyardo, wberelre 'makes a figure in the coancil held by Agra­
ninnt, to debate,on the intenlJed invafton·()f Frantte, randenllm­

v~urs to diIruade ·the &ing from that expedition. Sobrino appears
to b'l::1he NdlQr of the poem. .

When
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When men wouldfay-" Much has our king obtain'd~

Who fcarce hard conqueft o'er a woman gain'd 1"

Great is -his danger, fmall his praife muft prove 715

Who dares ag:unft her arm to combat move.

'Twere heft to leave Brunella to his death:

Or if a word could fave the culprit's breath

From thrca-ten'd noofe, that word we fhould with..

hold,

And leave the courfe of jJ1ftice uncontrol'd.. 720
Thou canft (he added) to Marphifa fcnd,

That fhe his fentence may to thee commend

As king andjudge-and firft thy promifc plight,

T~e hangman's hand fhall do her honour right.

But fhould fhe this refufe-the contefl: ceafe~ 72.5

Leave him to her-and refl: the maid in peace: .

So frill to thee her love be firmly ty'd,

Hang up Brunella, and all thieves befide.

Sabrina's words the monarch's warmthalfuage,

Who liftens to his counrel j uft and [age ; 730

Nor only leaves himfelf at large the maid,

But wills that none fhould her retreat invade;

For public good, his feelings he fupprefs'd, .}

And hop'd, by his example o'er the reft,

To foothe to concord each contending breaft. 735

But
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But Difcord laugh'd aloud, who knew no fear

Of peace or friendfhip ever more to hear:

Now here, now there, 1he travers'd o'er the plain;

Nor could the tumult of he-r joy contain.

No Iefs exulting ftalk'd her fifter Pride, 740

Who conftant fuel to the fire fupply'd j

And, with a fhout that reach'd the firmament,

The fign of victory to Michael fent,

At that dtead voice, at that tremendous (ound;

The Seine ran back, and Paris trembled round; 74,
Through Arden's fable groves the echoes [pread,

And ravage beafts in gloomy wverts fled j

Blaia, and Arli, Rhone's far-winding {hare,

The Alps, and mount Ghibenna, heard the roar;

This Rhodan, Soane, Garonna, Rhine confefs'd; 750

While mothets clafp'd their infants to the bteaft.

Each furious chief demands the fight to wage,.
And each will foremoft in the lift engage:

Ver. 744. At that dread voice, &c.] See Virgil.
Contremuit nemus, &c.
Et trepida: matres prdlere ad peCtora natos.

JEN. ViI.
Young mothers mldly ftare~ with fears polI"efs'd,
And ftrain their helplefs infmts to their breaft
The woods all thunder'd- DIl. yDEN.
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,Their claims, fo various, f~ perplex'd the noore,

Ap<;>llo's f~lf could fcarce ~he bands u~\a~fe i. '1S5·
Yet every art king Agra~3:nt ~ould ;ry,.
And firft th~ Gordian knot of ftrife un~~~.

Between the AfJ;ican. • and Scythian t IC?r~

For beauteous Ooralis, by both ador'd~

The king, by turns, would each to reafon bend,,76Q.

As prince, as brother, c<;>unfellor" ~d f~i~n4 ~

But when he faw that neith.~r 'Yould inclin~

'1;0 truce or peace, or her ~e lov'd refign,

Fair caufe of all their ftrife! he fought to find

Some middl.e courfe, to I?eet each rival's mind. 7";.

He mean~ the damfel fhoJ.lJp. d~cidc; their IQv~s"

And name the confort whom her choice approv:es;.

So, at her iovereign bidding~ might they ceaf~

Frorn further ftrife, and firmly bind the p~ace.

Each knight agreed, for each his love b~1jev'd 770.

With mutual paffion by the dame receiv.'d.

The king of Sarza, who long time had fu'd

To gain her hand, ere Mandric;ardo' woo~d j

Accuftom'd in her prefence frill to live,

With t:very grace that fits a ~aid to give j 775

Securely hop'd her fentence would difmifs

His jealous pangs, and fix his future blifs.

• RODOMONT. t MANDRICARDO.

6 Nor
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Nor he alone, but thus each Pagan thought,

Who knew' (ot her what deeds his artn had -wrought,

In tournament and field-not thus (they cry'd) 780

Should Mandricardo by'her doom abide.

But he, who love's foft hO\lrs with het had led,

While Solon worlds belowltis fplendour fhed ;

Who knew what fl~me her gentle heart avow'd,.

Laugh'd at the judgment of the erring crowd. 78 S
B~fore his foVereign lord each peet confirms,

With every folemn form, the ftated terms;

Then to the dame appeals: with downc~ft eyes,

While h~r fair face the bloomy colour dyes,

She owns her bofom held the Tartar dear: 790
With wonder all the foft confeffion heat.

Fierce Rodomonr, a~ if each fenfe was fled,

Scarce dares again exalt his drooping head;

But when his wonted fury had difpeU'd .

The firft furprize and !harne, that filent held 795
His faltering tongue, he call'd the doom unjuft.i

And, [natching from his fide his fureft truft,.

Before the king and cainp the blade he draws,

And [wears that this {hall win or lofe the cau(e ;

Not the light breath of~woman's wayward will, 800

Who what they leafl: !hould value, favour ftill.

Z '2 Swife
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Swift Mandricardo anfwers to his call:

Aa as thou wilt-I ftand prepar'd for all :

Yet ere thy fhip the harbour fafely gains,

A mighty traa of fea unplough'd remains. S05

But Agramant here interpos)d, and blam'd

The Sarzan prince, who 'gainft all order claim'd

The fight anew-fo far the king prevails,

He makes this rifing fury ftrike her fails.

Now Rodomont, indignant to fuftain SIO

A two-fold fhame before this princely train j

Firft from his king, to whom his pride gave way,.

And next his dame, in one iB-omen'd da)'-

No longer there will dwell; but from the band,

That late in battle own'd his guiding hand, 8 I S
Two fquires alone he takes, and fwift as wind

Departing, leaves the Moorifu tents behind.

As.when the furly bull, o'ercome in fight,

Refigns his heifer for the viaor's right»

FOT

Ver.818. As when the furly hull,-] See Virg~.

Nee mos bellantes una ftabulare, fed alter
ViCtus abit, longeque ignotus exuJat oris,

Multa gemens, ignominiam, plagamque fuperbi
ViCtoris, tum quos amifit inultus amores ;
Et ftabula fpeCtans regnis exeeffit avitis.

GEORG. Lib. III. v. 224.

Nor)
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For woods and barren fands he leaves the mead, 820

Where once he us'd the numerous herds to lead i

Loudly he roars, as night or. day returns,

While ftill'his breaft with inbred fury burns:

So ftruck with rage, with frenzy, and defpair,

Goes Algiers' king, rejeCl:ed by the fair. 825

Him good Rogero had prepar'd with fpeed

To follow, and regain his faithful fteed i

But foon recalling to his generous mind

The lift with Mandricardo next defign'd,

He, checks his rein and turns to claim the fight, 83°1
Ere king Gradaffo next affert his right .

To Durindana, with the Scythian • knight:

Yet much he griev'd to fee, before his eyes,

Frontino loft, an undifputed prize:

Nor, when the war is o'er, their rage expires:
To difiant vales the vanquilh'd wretch retires;
Weeps his difgrace, his conquering rival's boaft,
Yet more the fair, that unreveng'd he loft ;
And oft with penfive looks, as he retreats,
The parting exile views his ancient feats.

- WARTON, ver. 290•

• MANDRICkilDO.

Z 3
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"Though once his battle with the Tartar fought, 835

Not long his generous freed fhall reft forgQt.

But Sacripff.nt, whom no fuch caufe detain,'d,

For whom no other frrife 01 lift remain'd,

In hafte the courfe of Rodomont pu{fu'd,

~nd foon had join'd him, but a chance withftood.l

.A. fudden chance, that crofs'd him in the w.ay, 84'­

And kept him wanderingaU the live long day.

By fortune ~all'n amidft the Seine he found

,A haplefs maid, who in the ftream had dro.wn'd,

~ that he came to, gi.ve. her timely aid" 8.U
Leapt in the flood, :"nd her to land convey'd.

~e fought his ieeQ, but loofen'd from his haml

The freed awaited not his lord's <;ommand;

,All day he fled, ~nd fcaree with fetting light

Refign'd his bridle to the weary'd knight: 8so
. ,

Two hundred miles o'er hill and plain he pafs'd i

JJut where he foqnd frern Rodomont at laft,

And how they met, I fball not here rc:cor.-d)

With fm~l1 advantage to CircaIDa's lord;

Ver. 844. .Ifhaplefi maid,-] Thii adventureduff tQuch'd
iJpon here br Arioilo~ is nowhere elfe mentioned by him, or by
BpyardQ! "

How
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How there he loft his fieed, and how he fell 85 S
In captive bonds-I haften now to tell,

How fir'd with wrath, before the princes fham'd,

Againft his miftrefs and his king inflam'd,

Far from the camp the king of Sarza went,

And hoir on both he gave his anger vent. 860·

Where'er the Saracen in frenzy griev'd,

The ambient air his burning fighs receiv'd :

In pity Echo from her cavern mourn'd,

And to his plaints in plaintive notes return'd.

o female fex! (he cry'd) whofe worthl€fs mind,

Inconftant, fhifts with every changing wind: 866

o faithlefs woman, perjur'd and unjuft!

Moft wretched thofe who place in thee their truft !

Not aU my fervice try'd, my love exprefs'd

.By thoufand proofs, could in one cruel breaft 870

~ecure a heart, fo foon, alas! eftrang'd

From truth like mine, and to another chang'd•.

Nor have i loft thee now, becaufe my name

Is deem'd eclips'd by Mandricardo's fame ;

Ver.856. lfuaptrue bonds-] In another part, mention is
made of Sacripant being vanquifued by Rodomont at the bridge;

but no particular account is given of that incident.

..

Z4- Nor
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Nor know I what my fource of woe to call- 875

But thou art woman-that comprifes all !

o fe~ accurs'd! by God and Nature fent,

A deadly bane to poifon man's content!

So,hateful fnakes 'are bred, the wolf iUld bear

So haunt the fuades j fo nurs'd by genial air 880

Swarm gnats ~nd wafps, the venom'd infea:~train,

And tares are bre~ amidft the golden grain.

'Vhy could not Nature (foftering nurre of earth!)

Without thy aid, give man his happier birth?

hs trees1 by hllman fkill engrafted, bear 885

The juicy fig, finooth plumb, or racy pear ?

Vcr. 877. 0 fix Qccurs'dl-] This ~xclamati()nof Rodomont
I

.againIl: the female fex, may recal to :thc QtiRd of the r~r the

refleaions of Adam on the traqf~r~ffio~ of Eve, ~cularlyth~
Jjn~s,

O! why did God,
Creator wife, who peopled higheft heaven
\Vith fpirits mafculine, create' /It laft
This novelty on earth, this fuir defect
Of nat\lre, and not fill the world at onc~
With men, as angels, without femini.na,
Or find fome other way to generate

Mankind..--. rAR.. ~OST~ Boo~ X.

But it mu{\: b~ frankly acknowledged, that the pafi"age rI
Ariofio is, as too ufual~ ~ebafed by ludi~rous images and ex­
pr~1Iion5~

-' ----
_~_J
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But, ah! can Nature aught that's perfea: frame,

When Nature bears herfelf a female name?

. Yet be not hence with empty pride o'er-run,

To think, 0 woman! man'is born your fon. 890

On prickly thorns appears the blooming rofe j

And frqrn a fetid herb the lily grows.

InfidiotIs, cruel rex! whofe faithlefs mind J
No love can influence, and no truth can bind;

Ingrate and impious, plagu~s of human kind! 895

Complaining thus, the king of Sarza rode,

Now murmur'd low, now rais'd his voice aloud,

Heard far and wide I with undiftinguifh'd blame

At once involving all the female name.

Rafh! unadvis'd! though fome our anger raife, 900
For three found ill, a tJ.undred merit praire.

What if amidft the fair I yet have lov'd,

Not one perchance I met that faithful prov'd;

Shall

\ Ver.888. When Nature hears herJelfafi11ll1/e 7lIlm'-?] Surdy
the poet has carrit::d this conceit to the utmoft, that Nature;
being herfelf a female, and confequentIy imperfeCl, .could pro-­
duce nothing perfell:.

Ver. 902. What if omi4J1 the fair, &c.
~re meping age}haD change thtJe I4cts to grey.] The

attachment of Ariofta to the fair fex, has been LBClwn in the ac­

t:9UJlt Qf!lis life, and appears in various parts of his work$,; and
thiJ
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Shall I the whole with general cenfure blOt~

And not 'accufe my own unhappy lot? ,o.s
Such wall lI1y chance-if, 'midft a hundred, one

Were faithlefs found, on her my choice muft run.

But frill I trufr, ere life with years decay,

Ere creeping age fhall change thefek>cks to grey,

Some happier hour may yet my hope ret1ew, 91G

And fee my love repaid with love as true.

Should e'er fuch future bEfs my vows befal,

That faithful file will make amends for aU :

While to the height her honours I rehearfe,

Wfth pen or tongue, in profe, or numerous verfe.

The Saracen, who thus his miftrefs blam'd, 916

.Aa ill-advis'd againft his king exdaim'd j

And oft he wifh'd fome frorm of adver(e fate

Might fall unlook'd, to overwhelm ijis ftate; .

To make each wretched houfe in Afric mourn, 920

And to tke loweft frone each pile o'erturn.;

That Agramant, expell'd his realm in grie~

:MJght r<;>ve a mendicant without relief.;

-
'this pafrage in particular, amohg many others, feems to prove
that his love Had been divided by a number of obje&, though,
at the fame time, it likewife fcems to pJ;'ove that he had been

rather unfuccefsful in the fidelity of his miftre{[es~

Till

- -, ..... t.cI,j
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Till once again his prowers fhould reftore

The exil'd monarch to the regal power ; 9~S

And in his proof of loyal duty fhow) ,

What to a faithful friend 'a friend muft owe; ,

A faithful friend,. whore merits fuould receive

(Though worlds oppcs'd) whate'er his prince could:

g~e. 9~

The' Pagan thus, as troobled pamons wrought,

N ow on his king, now 00 his miftrefs thought:

He fpurli'd his fteed, but ne'er to fleep addrefs'd

His wiltchful eyes, nor gave Fron~ino relt :

N e~t da.y hjs courfe to Sonna's ba.nks. he fpea,

(That to Provence with winding current led) 93J

For Africa once more to crors the main,

And fee his long forfakenrealms again.

He view'd the river fill'd from fide to fide

With barks and veffels floati'ng on the tide,

That from afar, with all provifions ftow'd, 940

To Pagan bands convey'd the welcome load.

The country round was fubjeer to the Moors,

From Paris' walls to Acquamorta's fuares ;

A pleafiog traer! and all from plain to plain,

Stret.ch'd on the right', that reach'd the bounds of

Spain. 9+5
Now
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Now from the fhips remov'd, the bufy crowd

On many a beaft and wain the burthens ftow'd :

From different parts the banks were cover'd round

With well-fed herds, that graz'd the verdant ground i

And near the river divers huts were kept, 950

Where all night long the hinds and drivers {lept.

The king of Algiers here, furpris'd by night,

When damps and gloom fucceed departing light,

Yields to a country hoft (there born and bred) 954­

Who begg'd him for his gueft at board and bed.­

His fteed difpos'd; rich plenty crown'd the board"

With Greekifh wines, and wines of CorfU fl:or'd:

1n all the refl: a Moor the Pagan fhow'd,

But· in his drink preferr'd the Gallic mode.

The hoft, with welcome looks and fumptuous fare,

Would every honour for his guefl: prepare; 96 I

Whom by his garb and mien he well divin'd

A knight of prowefs high, and noble kind.

But he, at variance with himfelf (whofe heart,

As if divided from its better part, r96S

V~r. 958. InalltherdfaMoDr,&c.] By the law ofMahomet,
his votaries are forbidden the we of wine; but the poet, who
meant Rodompnt for ~.charaae,," of jlJlpiety, makes him pay no
attention to the di&tes of his own religion, and qnly obCerve

the cufioms of a Moor when they did not" combat his paffions.
. StiU
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S till to his miftrefs turn'd) with penfive look

There fate, nor with a word the filence broke.

Our jolly hoft, who better could advance

His private good than any hoft of France j

Who, 'midft a land with foreign foes o'er-run, 970

Preferv'd his chattels, goods, and houfe his own

Had call'd, in honour of his noble gueft" '. ~

His friends and kindred to partake the feaft•.'

Of thefe none dar'd to fpeak, but gaz'd with awe, .

While mute and fad the Saracen they faw ; 975

Who fate with head caft down in mournful wife,

As if he fear'd to meet a ftranger's eyes.

Th~s long he mus'd, ~ill from his bofom broke

A figh, when fudden as from neep he 'woke;

Prepar'd to fpeak, his drooping lids he rais'd, 980

And round the board with look compos'd he gaz'd;

Then aik'd his hoft, and next to each apply'd" J
If any there the marriage ftate had try'd,

And number'd with a confort at his fide.

He faid; the hoft and every gueft he found 98S

In wedlock's law to female partners bound.

He next enquir'd, if each believ'd his fpoufe

Had duly kept her matrin:tonial vows:

When,

: I
I
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When, fave mine hoft, they one and all declar'd,

That none with them their wives' affeCtions !har'a.

To this the hoft-Each as he will believes, 991

But fure am I that each himfelf deceives:

For this your credulous, uxorious mind, ,

" I can but call you each with dotage blind;

And fo no lefs muft fay this noble knight, 99S
U nlefs he means to tell you black for white.

For as t' ,enrich the world has Fate preferr'd

A fingle Phrenix (rare and only bird!)

So, is it faid, one only man through life

Is giv'n to 'fcape the falfehood of a wife; 1000

Each will himfelf that happy mortal call,

That hutband fole, who bears the palm from all !

Yet how can each the boafted treafure own,

When through the fa no twa chafte wives are

known? 1004

Like you I thol.J.ght, and frill perhaps had deem'd

An women virtuous, that were [0 efteem'd;

But that a gentle fquil'e, in Venice bred,

And late for my good fortune hither led,

'Suc~ ftories rold, aU which full well he knew,

As from my thought the foad deception drew. ~OIO

Franci,"



Fr~llc~ V~,\~dq ~as he c;:~ll'd, whofe name

~han ever pl.,\~e ~IJ. my r~F4wmb",an~'e cb.iro.•.

Right was h~ }~wn'd i.J;l wo.m~)l, ~nd ~q\1l~ welA

The frauds. '?f m~rry'd a~d v:~matry"G t~\;·

Tales new) If.Jlg ~~es long {inc~, Qfevel'y ki~ ~~)IS

He told; witqt}l.~f~h.~ QWl\ e.xpvr~e~~j.Qitl'q i. '.

He fullyproy'd, ofhigh or lQ.w de.g~e,

Ho:w va~.J;l t.~" h.ope a virtuous da,~e to ~ :

Should ever one feem chafter than the reft,

~Tis that her art can veil her frailties beft. IO~O

From thofe (of which fuch number would he tell,

That fcarce the third in my remembrance dwell)

One ftory fix'd within my mind remain'd,

And there engrav'd has ftill its place maintain'd;

Which all that hear fhalllike myfelf receive, - 1025

And every falfehood of the fex ~elieve :

And if it pleafe thine ear, I, noble knight,

To their confufion will the tale recite.

Ver. 101 I. Francis Yo/trio--] Gian' Francefco Valerio, a
Venetian gentleman, a great enemy to women: q.e lived in in­

timacy with the poet, and is mentioned by him with particular

kindnefs at the beginning of the xlvith Book, and is' here

Iikewife, by ~ poetical anachronifm, made to live in the time of

Charle"main; and, from his hatred of women, Ariofto puts into

his mouth this fevere tale againft the Sex.

What

I ,
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What better (cry'd the Pagan) canft thou find.

To fuit the prefent temper of my mind. 1°30

Than ftories, where examples may difplay

That worthlefs fex, accuftom'd to betray ?

Yet" ere thou fpeak'ft, againft me take thy place,

So fhall I better hear thee face to face.
But, in th' enfuing book, we fee declar'd 1035

What tale for Rodomont mine haft prepar'd..

END OF THE TWENTY-SEV:i::NTIi BOOK..
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lloDOMONT hears from his haft: the tale of Aftolphd and Jo-.
cundo) a fevere latire upon the female {ex. The charaae,fS
of IVOIDtD fi4rthlX" difcufi4. ~..t llaves bis_ boa-, an<!
purfues his intended journey for Algiers; but meeting widl a,
pleafing fpot, he takes poffeffion of a chapel which the Chrif­
tians had defected, and refolves to fix his refidence there. The
arrival of~Ua anI! thebefn:ut-\vith the dead body of Z~f­
binQ.
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YE dames, and ye to whom each dame is dear,'

,To this unhallow'd tale refufe an ear ;

A tale mine hoft has caught from lying fame,

To ftain ~he luftre of the female name;

Yet

Vor. I. n diimes, &c.] This celebra~d tale, one of the fe."
verefi fabres that was ever written upon the female fex, has been

imitated by feveral authors, particularly by the witty Fontai.oe,
the Prior of France. '

B9ileau. has compared this tale of Fontaine with the Joconde
of M. Bouillon, and not only given the preference to the former,

but end(:avours to thew, that for pleafantry ofnarrative F ontaint;

is' fuperior to the I~ a\lthor; at the fame time he candidly
fpeaks thus ofAriofto. "DoIlJlez, (i vous voulez,' a-I'Ariofte

tome la gloire de l'invention; ~ lui deniQns pas Ie pris ql,le lui ,efr ,
juftement du, pour l'elegance, la nettete, et la brevite inimitable

llvec laquellc: il dit tant de chofes en fi pi~ de mots; ne ra'"

A a ~ baitrons

"
r
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Yet fuch ll. tongue alike in vain'drays 5

To blot with cenfure or exalt with praire:

In blaming others, fools their folly fhow,

And mofr attempt to fpeak when leaft they know.

Pafs o'er this part 'Unread; the ftory ftands

Unhurt without it, hor the page demands. 10

What Turpin told before, I· bot rehearfe ;

No envy prompts, no malice points the verfe :

My better lines your matchlefs worth have fhown,

My loyal faith to all your fex is known.

To feal this truth a thoufand proofs I give, 15

That frill in you, and you alone I live.

bailfons point malicieufement, en faveur de notre nation, Ie plus
ingenieux auteur des derniers fiecles." Differtation fur la }o­
conde de M. Fontaine.

It mufl: be confeffed, that feveral parts of this tale are highly
exceptionable in the original for licentioufneCs of idea and lan­
guage; yet, ifwe compare the paffages with other writers of the
early times, we lhall find that Ariofl:o is by no means entitled to
exclufive cenfure. A general groffnefs then preva\led among the .
poets, particularly of the humorous kind, as our own Chaucer
will fufficiently prove; and Spenfer,In a later age, will fcarcely
incur lefs condemnation. The account of Hellenore among the
Satyrs, is equal for indelicacy to any parts of Ariofl:o. To this
we may add, that the poe;s of a mflch more refined time have
given themfelves fuch unjufiifiabJe liberties, that the fevere eye
of decency may· find numerous palIages .to expunge in Prior,.
Dryden, and even Pope himfelf.

Then

•

I
1

.--J
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Then pafi, or with a care1ers eye furvey,

Th~ opprobrious tale, the fable of a day.

But to refume my ta1k-when every gueft

A due attention in his looks exprefs'd, !2.0

Mine hoft oppos'd againft the Pagan fate,

And thus began his ftory to relate.

Where Lombardy extends her fruitful plai~,

The young Aftolpho held his peaceful reign,

His brother"s heir-renown'd for every grace 2S'
Of manly perfon, and the charms of face.

Scarce' could Apelles, Zeuxis, or a name

More fam'd in art, have 1ketch'd a lovelier frame.

Thus fref4 in blooming youth the monarch thone,

Fair in all eyes, but fairer i,nhis own. ' 30

Much lefs he prii'd his ftate of kingly power,

His numerous armies, his exhauftlefs ftore

Of wealth and friends, in which he far excell'd

Each boafted prince that near dominion. held,

Than beauty's gift, whofe full perfection rais'd 35
His form o'er every youth for beauty prais'd.

Amongft the train that in their prince's fight

Paid daily homage, was a Roman knight,

Fauftus his name, whom dear the king efteem'd, ..

And oft with him would boafrhow high he qeem'd 40.

A a 3 His
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His perfon's charms, and bade him boldly tell

If one he knew to match, much Iefs excel

Stich manly grace: Thus he in vaunting pride J­

And, as he little thought~the knight reply'd.

o king! (faid Fauftus) doubtlefs few there are, 45
Whofe beauty caA with Pavia's lord compare ;.

But one I know may urge fo bold a claim,

My brother he, Jocundo is his name ~

Set him apart, your charms all charms efface ;.

His equal yours, or boaft fuperior grace. 5-0
Aftolpho with furprize thefe words reeeiv'd,

And fcaree fuch unexpected truth believ'd i·

Then felt a willi within his bofom rais'd

To fee this youth unknown, fo highly prais'd i

And Fauftus urg'd his facred faith to plight, S.S
To bring this wonder to his prince's fight.

Great king! (the knight return'd) with truth 1

fear,

liard is the tafk to bring Jocundo here :.

Pleas'd with his humble lot affign'd by Fate,

Scarce is he known to pafs the city's gate; 60

He lives content with his paternal frore,

Nor iquanders that, nor feeks to gather mor~1
. And
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And he aB diftant P~his-:towerswould deem,.
As fame the btnk~ of 'J!tmaw iCY futam ;

13ut mMt I d1-wd til.' 'attempt the yGUth tl;) tear 61
From-her .whofelo'fe pmaktSi hb joy .•00 caret

'1'h' rnarr.our'd hUfbaitd (roM a wifu to dra.,; .

Whot~ evert w'ifh to hiM is motematJ la..-z--
Yet, gracious kirtg; thy f'entant {hall obeyt-

And prove each art to fpeed him on .his way- . 76

The king adds royd gifts to earn'eB: prayers,'
And fat his cmbaB'y the knight prep3.t'ts.

On wings of zeal obiervant Fauftus flew"

And foon imperial Rome arofe in view:

Then to his brother's humble ro~fhe went, 75
Told the king's wifb, aDd gain'd his -flow content;

. Implor'd the wife, and check'd each riLing figh J­
With thoughts of mighty gifts and honours high,

And for his fake befought her to comply.

At length Jocundo fix'd the parting day, 80

And fteeds and fervants hir'd, and fair array

To dec~ his manly form, for oft the srace

Of coftly v~ improves a beauteous face•

. Meanwhile with heaving breaft and flowing tears

The dear companion of his life appears; 1.5.
A a 4 Vows
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Vows that his abfence 1he 1hllll ever mourn,

And neTer live to fee his' wi1h'd return.

t;eafe, my lov'dfpoufe (the· tendJ:r hufband cries,

While equal forrows trickle from his'eyes)

Ceafe tQy dear plaints, fo Fortune fpeed my way,1
As but two months I my return -delay,. 9 I .

N~r Pavia's pro!fer'd crown fuould bribe my -

<" " 10iJ.ger fray. '

Ah me.! (fhe figh'd) and muft I then fuftain

Such lengt~ of abfence, fuch an age of pain?

Ah no! the grave will firft my portion be, 95
Thefe fading eyes no more their lord fhall fee:

Then welcome, death !-To forrow thus a prey,. ~

Food .(he' rejeCl:s, and groans the night away j

rouch'd with her grief he lifts his eyes to Heaven,

Oft fighs, and oft repents his promife given. 100

, Now from her lovely neck a crofs fhe drew,

Thick fet with precious gems of various hue,

Which once a. pilgrim of Bohemia bore,

When fick, returning from Judrea's 1hore' j

Her fire the drooping fhanger entertain'd, lOS

And at his death the hallow'd re1ick gain'd:

This crofs fhe begg'd him at his neck to wear,
-and in his mind her dear remembranc~ bear.

( ,

With
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With joy the youth is feen the pledge to take,

Not for memorial, but the giver's fake; 110

. Since neither time nor place his faith could move,

No, fortune, good Qr ill, difperfe his love j

Nor could her ir;n~ge from his thought depart,

Or death's thong grafp divide it from his heart.

On that black evening, which fore-ran the day 1 IS
7hat her lov'd confort fummon'd on his way,

lncreafing grief her tender foul opprefs'd,

And oft fue fainted on her hufband's breaft.

Not once they clos'd their eyes j no tongue can tell

How oft they kifs'd, how oft they bade farewel; 120

Till breaking from her foft embrace he fled,

And left her drown'd in farrow on the bed.

Scarce two {hort miles he journey'd, ere his mind

Recall'd the treafure to his care confign'd,

The precious crofs, which in his thoughtlefs hafte

He left behind beneath his pillow plac·d. 126

Ah me! (he cry'd) how fitly !hall- I frame,

A fair pretence to mitigate the blame?

Well may my wife my loyal tnuh fufpetl:,

Her gifts a~d love repaid with fuch negletl:. I3Q

He knew 'twere vain, with cold excufe to fend

A menial fervant, or a nearer friend:. .
Himfelf

.'.
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aimfel£ in ~r[on muft return to prove

His- faith untainted, and her doubtg remove.

H~ rein'd his freed, and cry'd--My FlrUftuS, go 13$

Tow'rds Pavia's court with gentle fteps and 1101'1,

I muft again to Rome, but fhort my lI:ay,

Soon fhall my fpeed o'ertake you on the way:

No other can fupply my wants-He {aid;

Then bade adieu, and turn'd his courter's head: 140

Alone he crofs'd old Tyberfs yellow ftream,

What time the fhade retir'd from Phrebus' beam,:

When, haftening home, he found the darling fair

Faft lock'd in fieep (fo poi'gnant was her care!)

The curtain with a cautious hand he drew, 14-$

And view'd what little there he thotlght to view j

For, lo! his chafte, his faithful fpoufe he found

In wanton 1heets, with amorous fetters bound,

Clafp'd by a youth, in whofe adulterous (ace

He knew the author of his foul difgrace: i 50
A low-born hind defil'd his ma£ler's bed,

Whofe hand had rear'd him, and whore bounty fed•.

Think what amazement chill'd his curdling blood,

As tix'd in ftupid gaze he fpeechlefs £load:

Ne'er may your foul, by fad experience, know 155
The cruel anguifu of ]ocundo's w~.

Rage
.~
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Rage urg'd him on to draw the fword l and take

A juft revenge J but Love, that ftill could wake,

, For this ingrate, foft feelings in his breaft,

Spite of himfelf the threatening {hoke reprefs'd. 160

,All-powerful Love, that from his anger fav'd

Her forfeit life, fo far his heart enOav.'d,

He fear'd to c~ace the number from her eyes,

And with the fhock her tender foul furptife.

Silent the. room he left, with filent·{peed 165
The ftairs defcended, and regain'd hi~ freed;

. Goaded by grief, he goap.s· his fiery beaft,

And joins his brother ere the hour of reft.

All mark'd his· change ofcheer, his mournful look..

That fome near anguifh at his heart befpoke; lio

Yet none,-amid~ fo many, e'er divin'd

The feeret 'Caufe that rankled in his mind:

All ~new he left them to return to Rome"

But he had made a trip to Cuckoldorn.

Ver. 174. ,But he had made a trip 10 OJCNQIthm.] The
Italian is,

--'-llgito era a Corneto:-

Corneto, the name of ~ place near Rome. The word like­
~e means Cuckoldom; .but the humour of the original, arifing
frbm tl1-e double meaning of the word, could not be preferved in
the r,nie manner in the tranilation. -

Eaeh

,
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Each deem'd thatlove lay feftering in his thought,

But none could tell how lovt his forrow wrought. 176

His brother deem'd he mourn'd 'his confort left

Of comfort and focieey bereft;

Eut he had different motives tq complain,

I Her too muth company had caus'd his pain. 180

He fighs, he weeps, while Fauftus to his grief

(The caufe unknown) can yield no kind relief:

In vain he feeks the healing balm to pour;

What hand can heal, that cannot probe the fore?

The healing palm is rankeft venom found, 18S

Which more inflames, and wider makes the wound.

I:Iis confort's once-lov'd name dift-raas his ·breaft,

His appetite is gone, and loft his reft ;

While'thpfe fair features, that fa late might claim

The prize of beauty, feem'd no more the fame: 190

With deep-funk eyes, and large projeaing nofe,

With wither'd fleth, a lkeleton he thows;

And, bred from grief, a fever on the way

At Arbia and at Arno forc'd his fray,

Till loft thofe charms that once fuch fame had

won,

Like gather'd rores fading in the fun.

9

195

Though
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Though Fauftus, touch'd with deep regret, per-

ceiv'd

His brother's woeful frate, no lefs he griev'd

To think the prince, to whom his faith he ow'd,

Should doubt his truth for praife fo ill beftow'Q~ 200

He promis'd one of matchlefs form and face,

And one he_brings depriv'd of every grace:

Yet with Jocundo ftill he journey'd on, .

Till now they enter'd Pavia's regal town:

But, fearful of difgrace, the Roman knight 205

Adirft dec1in'd to meetAftolpho's fight,

Till to the king by letter he reveal'd

That .dire difeafe, and fome diftrefs conceal'd,

Prey'd on his brother's ruin'd health, defac'd

His tofy bloom, and laid each beauty wafte. 210

Aftolph'o, gracious prince, well pleas'd to hear

The man he long'd fo much to fee was near,

Refolv'd his nobleft, welcome to extend,

Andgre~t J ocundo as his deareft friend.

No envy in his generous breaft was known, 2. I S
To find a beauty that excell'd his own;

Since, but for pale difeafe, full well he knew'

His rival's charms muft every charm fubdue.

Superb

1
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Superb apartmentJ to the ~outh ~e gives,

And -only in Jocundo's prefence lives ; 2~a

His wifhes to prevent all mean!i applie$,

,fl,nd every way to do him honour tries;

While he, unbleft, in languor waftes his life,

Lamenting Rill ~he falfehood of his wife:

Nor fong, nor dance, nor mufic's fprightly {hains,

Can drown remembrance, or affuage his pains, .2~6

In thefe apartments of the regal dome.'

(\.n ancien~ hall was next his lonely room,

The room )Vhere oft retif'd in grie~ he pines,

And 1how~, arid games, and company deClines; z30

Broods o'er the deed that robb'd his foul of reft,

And adds new fcorpions to his tortur'd breaft i'

- Yet, ftrange to tell! a balfam here he found,

Of fovereign power to clofe his rankling wound.

Far in tlte hall, where artificial night, ~3S

With windows ever clos'd, expeU'd the light,

~ chink appear'd, and thrQ' the mouldering flaw,

Whence (:ame a f~eble ra.y, he thought he faw .

What few would hear, and fewer would beU~e,

Nor from another would him(elf receive. ~4a

There, thro' the opening .chink, reveal'd was teen

The fccret chambcf of Aftolpho's qu~en ;
A facrec\

-
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A facred privacy to all deny'd~
Eut thofe in. whom the fair c(1)ld well (:op!kk:
Herecoft ALlolpho'J beJlut;¢OVs C;()f~(ort flJ~eJ

J'orgetful pf her 19l'd ,aJld regal. ftl\te i

And here he view'd a .qwarfof ilid¢o.us face•

.,And 1hap¢' Ul)f:O\ltR, tbe WAAton .fair ~mPrace.
Str.u;k with me fightl yet dQ1,Jbting wha.t he

, vi¢w'd~

As in a tr~nce awhile JQC\Uldo flood: . 2SQ

~ttt, when conyinc'd, no Jopgerc'Wld he deem '

The: light th' illutiQn of~ jd~ ~f-~rn i

Ye gods! (htl Cfy'd' c~n fP.~ refi~n Qtr charms

To the rude clafp of fuch a ~O¥er's arms?

A queen, whore lord wi~Q e1fepj gift is crow,n'd, !1SS
Inform un,rivaU'dJ as ia w-orth .renQwn'd !

~eaeaion, that before fo pa)n'd hi~ heart,

No\\, took, by flow ~grct:s, hi~ CQnfQrt'~ part.

What thoUgh ~ f~tJght ~ Y9Wlg gallaijt tQ find,

fler faultwa~ but the f~~ o.f all her kind j z6Q
\ .

Whofe faVOlJn J!oue etnlJd ever fl,ngly prpve j

And if.ddire 9f .change 00 .bf~aft could mQve~

.fu ieaft no monfter h~cm~f~d :her Ipve~

. N.e:J't day, r.eturning a~ th' aq:uftorI:1'd hoqr)

He fO"!lld th~ l~v~r5 puffd as -Pff9re;
" . - ~
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Still fearlefs of furprize, the dwarf and dame

The king di1honour'd with the deed of 1hame:

Day following day their mutual vigour proves,

And Sunday was no fabbath -to their loves.

Yet moil: he marvell'd that the fair complain'd, 270

. And thought th' ill-1hapen cub her charms difdain'd..

One morn, when to the friendly chink he came,

He found difi'olv'd in tears the amoro\ls dame;

Who twice already, by her trufty maid,

Had call'd the dwarf, and frill the dwarf delay'd. 'J.75
Again 1he fent: her maid thefe tidings brought:

The dice, my lady, take up all his thought;

And rather than forego his gain at play,

Redares your gracious fummons difobey.

At this ftrange fight Jocundo chang'd ~is cheer,

No more his cheeks receiv'd the falling tear; 280

Joy lights his eyes, the clouds of grief are o'er,

And what his name imports, he look-s once more;

His manly front refumes its wonted grace,

And angel beauty brightens in his face. 28 5
, The king, his brother, all the court, confefs

The w~ndrous turn; Qut none the caufe can guefs.

Ver.283; And what his na11l4 impDrts,-] The word Gio­
cundo in the Italian fignifies cheerful, jocund~

If
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if (rom the youth the monarch long'd' to know·

What fudden comfort had affuag'd lliswoe;

Not lefs the youth the· feeret wifh'd 'to tell, 290
And to the king his injuries- reveal j

Yet will'd he fhoulrl (or· fuch atrocious faa,
Like him, no vengeance ftom his wife exad ~

Then by a facred vow the prince he ty'd;

Whate'er his ear reeeiv'd, or eye defcry'd, 2.95

Though the dire truth depriv'd his fQulof teft,

Though ~n th' offence fell treafon ftood'ooofefs'd;

That, foon Qr late, he never would engage

The guilt: to punifb, but reftrain his rage j

Nor let a fingle word or-deed evince jOO

The crime detected by an injut'd prince~

The king; who little dreamt his wrong fuftain;d,

By folemn plighted vfJW himfelf rc:ftrain'd.

Jocundo thett began the caufe to, fhow j .

Whence fic~nef!i, fprung from foul-confl1ming woe,

Pl'ey'd on his health j and how his wife, debas'd 306

To fordid .tuft, had with his flave difgrac'd

Her hufband's bed- j how, near his death, he found

An unexpected falve .to clofe the wound:

And know, 0 monarch! to my fecret grief 310

Thy palace has fupply'd the ftrangf; relief;

Vo.L. Ill. B b Fot
4
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For while I mourn'd IDY fortune, chaacc difclos'd
A mightic:r yr to equal face etpo,s'ii.

He faid, an~.·c:o tile pl~e the mo.~r~h ~,

That gave his hidcoua rival to his view, 311

Whofe chum,.. had ta~ght hi6 faithfu~ .wife to yield,
And now Wai ploughing in aJ1Qther'. field.

There need. not here ~.()atla t' eDforce bdid~

If ftiffen'd at the fight with rage aAd grief

T.he monarch ftood, while fc,an:dy he reprefs'd JiG •

The.. mingkd pafiion ftruggl,ing in hiJ breati :
•

As one diftraught of every fenfe he f&F'd,
With open lips for iifuing words prepar'd :
But foon remembra~ce of his v<tw repelrd
The riling t~peft tb~t witnip. .r~bell'd. 31S

..Then to Jocund0-8ay, :wh~t CPllrte r~nsl

Direct me, br-o'ther, lince thy will r~ftrains

My juft refen~m.ent, and furbi4s this haaU

'to~take the juft r~venge my wrongs d¢m'Qd~

iaith' ((aid JQ<:undo) let us there f<>rfake. 33-<>

And prove if others more refiftance makie.;
With every art afi"ail the wedded fair,

And plant on others brows ~e fruits we betr.

What woman fhall our fonn and rank difdaiD"

When fuch.bafe 'paramours can grace Qbtlm'? 33S

I • Gcan.~
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Gt,mt that· fometimcs ~t y.o~th ~~ b~adtY fa.il"
The power 9f riches ever {hall pr~ail :

N or ~et us here ..reWrn, till female fmi1~sl

Wan from a .tb~u(and" ,crQwn Q.Q.r ~o.r:0\l' :toijs.

Long ab.f«lc~, \Vb,we in fo.r.cigo Jan~. ~~. t:Q~J J~

1'0 prove that vinqe, to 9W c9ft at~9~~
So fully pr~v'd,mlW (oyer~,ign balm i~p¥t

To foothe the angw.th ~ an i.njur'd hea,rt.

The king aa"ents, fln(,l.fQf t:h' i_nt~nq~ 'fi-py

With (peed prep~t:$, ~ropM,ien~ ¥sl~~ay. 3~S

Through ftuitfullt~lytMir (iQur~ they beQ.~;

Two pages 9Ply QPt\l,e~r ~fte.p6 ~tend.

And now they left t~e foft ltali~pl~,

To vifit Flanders, Fran.ce, and Alb~oo's ..ft~a.nd. ­

Free to th~ir love tile]! found each m.el,~ f;1~, 359
And found the lovelieft ¢t me kindeft were;

• '~ " I , \ '.

And while 00 fome they cafi;ly gifts~efto:w'~ ..

To others bau~ty ~qual.gifrs they aw'~.

'With 4ege' of w~rm entrclJ:.ty fPqle they ~~.. .
And others pray'd ~emfe1ves to be ~I\dpp~. 3.5S
~ere qne 1bqrt ~~nth,. ~~e t~o .~hc ~o~ers ll1AAc
Th.eir amoro.us nay, a9:d every pr~feP"afd j

Whi.e,like their virt~us .w.ive~ _~p.fem,al~ ty'.d

Ip nupt~fe~lf~tP ~heir .fuit ~.9Pl~y'd.

B b ~ . At
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At length both tir'd, where both alike purfue 360

Increafing dangers with adventures flew,

Confcious what mifchiefs oft on thofe await

Who knock too frequent at their neighbour's gate;

Now deem'd it heft to feek fame gentle fair,

Whofe charms, by turns, might either's pallon fhare,

For each had trfd, and try'd in vain, to prove, 366

A female conftant to his flOgie -love.

Since frill fame other muftpartake my bed,

The place be yours, my friend (the monarch [aid).

Of all the fex' this certain truth is 'known, 370
No woman yet was e'er content with one:

Then let us with fame female friend enjoy

A blifs unmix'd with jealoufy's alloy j

So- fhall our moments roll in fportive eafe,

Nor fhall our laTe difturb another's peace. . 375

What better fortune can a woman claim,

Than two fuch hufbands to return her flame?

And while to one no wife will coniant prove,

Yet furely two m~ft gratify her love.

Thus fpoke Aftolpho j and the Roman youth 38Q

Approv'd what then he deem'd the voice of truth.

At length the Spaniards ample realm they gain"d,

Wh~re what they fought) Valenza's {eatscontain'd.

A daughter
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A daughter of their hoft, of low degree,

Of manners mild, of features fair to. fee; ,

,On her they fix'd-..{or on ,her, 'blQ()ffiing face,

The fpring ofyouth diffus'd its ,earlieft·grace.

With her the fir«: a numerous offspriQg:rear'd,

And thoughts of pining poverty he feard j "

He faw' his "means [mall portion could provide, 39G>

And few, he knew, would take a dowerlefs bride:

Hencet~ their with ,he yields:without delay

~is daughter':; charms, the folace ,C?f their way j

And on their !oveand plighted faith reli~s, r

To treat with tend~r care their gentle prize.

They take the ,da~fel~ and in friendfhip prov,e

The amorouS warfa.re of alternate love.

The Spanifh region thence tl~ey 'tra.vers.'d o'er,

And'pafs'd the realms of Syphax to explore.

At noon they from Valenza took their way;

,Zattiva c1os'd the labours of the .day.

The ftrang~rs here, as ftrangers ever do,

Proceed the wanders of the place to view j

Where many a coftly dome demands their praife,

And rev~rend fanes their admiration raife. 4°5

Ver. 399. '-the realms if Syphax-l By the realms of 8y­
plwc the {lget lQeans'part of the kingdom-of AfriCa.

13 b 3 Meanti~
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Meantime the damfel feeS, frotti toom td roolti~

An ready for her -loms returning home:
Some fprt!ad the (:()uch, fbtne tend ana feed with care:

The wearied freed!, a,nd fome the meal prepare.

It (!hanc'd, that bufied thus, the fair ane fpy'd 41Q

A youth, who oft bad Oumber'd by her fide

In happier days, when with her f'ath~r plac'd,

He liv'd a menial by her bounty gtl1c'd.

Each other weB they knew, but feat'c1 to iptltk,

Left (quint 'fu1picion on their words {hould break. 41!
But, all the reft retir'd, the lovers mettj

Arid, from difcoTery fate, eacIt other ,grtet.
The youth demands her whither {he Wa~ b6un~,

And which, of either 'lord, Rer'(avour ~ur)d'?

Flammetta own'd ihetriIthJ for filch the, name 42Q

The damfH' bore j from Greect her·ldver came. '

. Ah me! (he cry'd) when Fortune [eern'e! to gi~

The long'd-for d31 with thee 1n3oy to live,

My de~r Flammetta reeks a foreign lhore,

And wretched I muft ne'er biehold her more. 4~5

Thou gq'i1:-anQ. others have'tny charms poffefs'd,
Swe~t love is turh'd to pOifon in my 'bteaft ;

In vain 1 hopld, while frill I ftrove to fave .

~r rittil!}ce, lt4nfd hy -,;hat each fl:ranser gave,
" . Wjtl~
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With thee my ftertder fortune to divide,. ,

And from thy father's hand receive Illy
bride.

J .-

430
beauteoUl

-1-35

l '

The forrowing fair-one clafp'd him to her breaft,

And mourn'd his fruitlefs fuit fo late addrefs'q.

Sore wept the crafty Greek, md, with a f1gh~

Can'ft thou, "inh6man, let thy lover di~ ~

Give me, at leaft, ert We for ever part,
\

T' allay the flame' that preys upon my heart;.

'One moment pait i!1'thy belov'd embrace,

Will make me death without complaining face.

Not lefs ~y with (the amorous girl replies, +100

Confenting pamon fparkling in her eyes)

But how, with fpies furrounded, can we prove

Our mutual warmth, and give a 100fe to love ~

Ah! (faid the Greek) too well convinc'd I know,

Did half my ar~our in thy borom glow, +40$

Thy wit would ev'n this' night fame means employ.r

To fnatch at leaft a momentary joy.

In vain (the anfwers) much-Iov'd youth, you fue..

Since J each night repofe between the t'vo..

Weak is th' excufe (the plaintive Greek rejoin'cl) 45Q.,

for if thou *el'ff my woe, thy gen~l~ ~d.
'Db .
~ '1'
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WiU yield relief, and, [pite of all. remove

Whate'er'may feern t' opp.ofe the fuit oflove.

Awhile fhe paus'd; then, fmiling, bade him com«t.

Wpile all were numbering, tQ t~e' vtifu'd-for room ;

Defcrib'd the way, and tau~ht what courfetptake~ 45'
liow, undif.cover'd~ hi~oreturn to ~ak~.

, Well pkas'd he heard~ and when ~h~ drowfy god

Had laid on every eye ~is pqtent rod,

He feeks her door, with long ~nd fil.ent frrides j +6q

The door admits him; qowly in 4~ glides 1,

Firm q~ hi~ hi~dmo.ft foqt ~wh~le he frays; ,

The other, rais'd, with ~autio.u~ frea~th e1rays

A forward fi~p j ,and vride hi~ hands are fpre,ad,

pn eit~er fide to firyd th' expected bed. 465

He reCj.ch'd the feet? ~nd made his artful w~y

~3eneatl~ ~he covering where Flammetta lay.

Soon as the 9re~k, the ni~ht's rqort ble~n~ o'er,

Retur~ing feeks the way he came beforel

And Phrebus' bearrs to. ~ight the eaft begin.' , 1-70

Flall}met~a riling lets the pages il}.

Now with his friend the k~ng prepares to jefr ;

Brother (he cry'd) it fits you fure to reft :

Some leifure 11)ufr recruit your weary fprite1..,. t .. 4

I-~r'4 with the watchinl? of f9 long anight. +75

Jocund(J
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'ocundo ~hen replies iR taunting veia :' .

Repofe be fours,iince you the toil fuftain t

Kou ure my words__fair reft betide your grace;

As to the hU,ntfman WCary'd in the chace•.

I! (faid the king) Iwould in truth have try'd ~80

The lover's fuit, but found my fui~ denj'd.·

Again Jo~~ndo thus~Your nave am I,

'Tjs yours to b!eak, or with our, terms comply:

~ut fuch difput<: or ta.unts there needed none;

You might have ,chid my love, and claim'd your

own. 485'

, .Words follow words, replies fucceed replies,

Til~ oft repeated jefts, grown ferious, rife

To harth debate: they call the girl to' clear

The doubtful.truth: the girl, with confcious fear,

Steps trm)bling forth, commanded to reveal +90

Wh,at each alike feem'd earneft to conceal.

Beclare (with ftern regard the monarch cry'd)

And fea.r not evil {hall thyfelf betide,

Wbich of us two, fo long in love's delight

llfurp'd with thee the pleafures of the night? 495
Impatient both await the girl's reply,

~n<l hore her words will fix on one the lye:

Flammetta,

· ~,
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Flammetta, lowly prolbtate on thd ground,
,

Of life defpairirtg linee her· fault was" found7

Implor'd forgiYencfs. and with tears con(cfs'd". see
That;urg'd by love, which long had (..ar'd her brealt

SOme pity on a faithful [wain·to take;

Who yearshad.1igh"'d, and figh'd but for herfhk~"

That night the gave the tender frailtyway~

In hopes ono error would alike betrat

}:ach nolDle lover that ~efide her lay.'

Thos the: Jocundo and the king amard

Long on each other's face in filence gaz'd :

Ne'er had they heard, not through the. world beJiev'd

Two like themf~lves by femde guile decciv'd. SlQ

Now fuddclr mirth tm place of wonder took,
And either~s Jide convulfive laughter ilbdk

With peals fa loud, that fcareely could they.breathe.

But funk cxhau9:cd on the couch beneath. 514

So much they laugh'd, their bafomt ak'd with paint

Nor could their eyes the gufuing teu~ rellrain:

At length they faid.-..;.."'hat man fhalllrope to fray'" .
flis wife from wandering the forbidden way l

Since wei in one fame bed, fo dofdy joi~'d~

:petWeen us bo,th mvli~ this laCs contin'd?

'q'. Coogle
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Were wutr1fffOUS a. hi' hairs a hutband's eye&,

A wife's deceit would every watch furpri{e.

A thoufand women we before haV'e try'd,

Yet found IfOt t>de OUt atnoro\lS f~it deny'd.

A fecdnd I:houfand like the firft 'Would rotH t$1$

!Jut this Jail: pt'(1of may well fuffice' for all~

Then ceaf~ we m'tit'e to blalne oUt matts, or fil1d:'
Their thoughts lefs chaiN ,han chofe ofall their kind.

And fince die'y .bo'th are virtuous :1& the 1Ye~

l;..tt us return and live with them at rd\:. 5'3&
,[,hi~ p<iint r,folv'd, they bade th~ lover come,.

'(Call'd by Fllitnrliettfl) to receive his doom.

With many 3. witn~fl prefent, for his bri<W!

They gave the girl, with ample gifts befide;

Then both return'd contented [0 their wives, 53$

And led in peace.the remnant of tkeit livea•.
•

Here ceas'd mine hoft his ftory to relate~

White every gueft with mute attention fate:

- Nor yet" the Pagan knight his mente broke ;,

/:. t l~ngth, the tale concluded, thus he (poke. j+o

What

I. Ver. 537. /ltrtcIQs'd fliine ho/l-] "rtW8~ is Cf)pied

by Spenfer, in his ateoaac: of the~ of DIUims, with ftG leCs
feverity on the fair feJll, where tAt fqulrt ttl_res, *llt ttavd­
ling through, the worU iD·~ d a dlaic~) he finds

onll

..
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WhJt vanous frauds, of every artful name,

The wily heart o( womankind can frame l

Not all the power of human wit can tell,

The tho.ufandth part in which the fex excel.

!Jut one of graver year., and reverend mien, HS

And betteJ:judgment, at the board was feen;

Who inly wro~h to hear 'the beaUteous raee

1'hQ$ r6ughly treated by a tongue 'fo bare,

And cOJ;1frious of their worth" in .fecret. burn'd~ .:

And to the vile defamer thus rettirn'd. $So

Wh.at cruel 'flanders every day (upplies !

Detefted tales-but thine the worft of lyes !
only three :to rejea hj.s (uit, th~ hpmoropJIy dwaaerifed by
the poet.

The full that then refufed me (faid he)
.. Certes, was but a common courtefane.
Yet flat refus'd to have a-do. with me,
Becaufe I could not give her many a jane:
(Thereat full heartily laugh'd Satyrane)
The fecond was a holy nun to chaM:,
Which would not let me be her chapellane,

.Bccaufe {he knew (file faid) I would difc1ofc:
Her counfel if file filould her truft in me repofe.
. The third a damfel was of low degree,

Whom I in country cottage found by chance.
. Fulllittle weau:d 1, that charity

Had lodging in fo mean a maintenance:
Save her, I never any woman found
TJaat.cl1aftjty 'did fur itfelf embrace, .&c.

FAIRY QyEEN, B. ID. C. vii. St. 58,
Whoe'er
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Whoe'er thy author be, though OQ his tongue,

IIi other points, ev'n gofpe! truths welle hung j

Not fair experience, of the female kind,

But' fome offence late rankling in his mind,

Urg'd him to fpeak; his hatred of a few,

On all the fex fnch blame unjufrly threw.

But let his wrath fubfide, -and foon your ear

. Would more their praires than their cenfur. hear.

For one to blame, his lips might numbe~ o'er 561'

A hundred women fam'd for virtuous lore:

Then c:eare to rail at aU-if one has' fwerv'd

From h~nout's laws, which thoufands have preferv'd.

And finc~ thy friend Valerio other taught, 565
Not judgment [way'd, but pamon warp'dhisthought.

Say, which of you, in nuptial union ty'd,

Has never from his confort ftept afide j

And, when occafion caU'd, refus'd to tafre

Forbidden pleafures, or his fubftance wafte 570
On alien charms j while, fave th' abandon'd crew

Of hirding loves, no women men purfue ?

Is there a hufuand will not leave his home

(Though fair his wife) for other joys to roam?. .
Letfmiling .love, from wife or maiden, try

With gifts to bend, what virtue would deny P

·····To
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To .pl~ tb.e fex what lovu win re(ufe,

Or frop hi~ car when ('hanning woman fue$?

, And oft, I fear, fro~ fome injurious .caufe,

The fair are led t' infringe the n~tialla'W,: 5&0
Perchance, .their beauty view'd with fat;ed ,,-y,:,
They fee th.eic lords to ~reign pcauties fly: .

Love 'cla'ms return-what w!: ~o 9t~ers Siy-.e;J

We claim in equal meafur.e to recei;ve.

¢ould I a ~te fJ;'ame, each IDJilty lIv,ifc.J 585

In linful commerce found., ~ould yield 11er .ij(e,
Unlefs 1h~ cle.arl, to the ,w_Qrld could pr.o.ve"

Her c.onfort had i~du~g'dunlawfullove;

But this once prov'4~ the dame ~hfo.Jy'q. JhQU19 be,

From courts, and frQ~ her lor.d's refcntment free :

For CHRIST ~has ta~ht-r.'T.o othe~s .never do., 591

That which yourfc1ves would ~i1h lJn~Q~..t() y~u."

Yet frill i~.()ntillence, if this ·we caU
Weak woman's crime, is not ~he crime of~.

" Ver. 59I. For arift has taught-J 'Fhe cuflom of iIl­
troducing religious aphor~ or allufiODS ~~ ,1# f~iRn.uJ;
in compofiti~ e.v.en of the familiar kind, vi~.c.9ffi~op. \\lith.~
writers of the early ages. 01,1l' Chaucer abo~ds .,,!ith fum in­
ftances,and many may be foUnd in Shakefpeare; If'hichpaBagu
\'II;re not then deemed exceptionable,' nor, ~t i1~i'~: .
ClI'ence to tlle~~~.

I



B.XXVIII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 383

But even in tab our fa's guilt is moft, 595

Since not a man of chaftity can boafl::

·All.crimes are his, and crimes of deepeft dy~

Ufurious griping, pillage, blafphemy,

And crimfon murder -- crime'r though raroly

known

To woman's fex, familiar to our own. 600-

Here the juft rage his weighty reafon~ clos"d •.

And many a fair example had propos'd

Of virtuous dames; but with averted ear I
The Pagan king, who loath'd the truth to hear,

Aw'd him with threatening gl,ance and brow fevere. .

Yet while in dread the fage from fpeechrefrain'd, 600

The truth unlliaken in his foul remain'd.

The Sarzan prince here' bade the conteft ceafe,

Then lefe the board, and hop'd to reft in peace

Till dawn of day: but all the Oeeplefs night, 610

He mourn'd his ehangeful miftrefs' cruel night.

And thence depahing with the morning ray,

Refolv'd by lhip to take his future way;
I

Yet, like a champion, who with pMldent heed

Q'erwatches all, attentive for his LUed, 6r'S'
That fteed fo good, -fo fair, which late h.e bore

From Sacripant .and from., R~gero's power;

.1.1



4nd confciou~ that (or two whol~ days he prefsJd

Too far the mettle of the gefierous beaft-,

He fix'd down Sonna's ftream a bark to take; 6~o

For fpeed, for eafe, and for Froritino''S fak-e•.

. He bade .the ready boatman from the ~ore

The cable loofe, and ftretch the daihing Qar :.

Before the wind the veffcllightly glides,

And the fwift frream with [wifter prow divides : 6~J

:But Rodomont in vain, on land or wave,

From cruel care his anxious breaft would fav~ :

IJ.e mounts his freed, it follows clofe behind i

He fails the bark, it breathes in every wind!

Still in his foul the fatal inmate dwells, 630-

And every hope or comfort thence expels j

While he, alas! with cruel anguiih pain'd,

Confcious his ip.moft fort 'the foe has gainJd,

Expetl:s no friendly hand can !lid impart,

Whi~e fe1f-confuming thoughts diftraCl: his heart.

All day and night, the liquid road he prefs'd, 636; I

His king and miftrefs rankling in his breaft :

In vain from {hore or bark he hopes relief,
,

Nor,fhore nor bark can foothe. his r~geof grief.

Thus the fick pati-ellt feek.~ t J affuage .his pain, 640'

While the fierce fever throbs in. every vein i

From
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From fide to fide he fhifts 'his place by turns"

.. But unremitting frill" the fever burna.

Tir'd with the '!tfearh;.· again he fought the thand"
And pars'd. VienM' and Val~za's l-ai1d. 6.+5'
The walb'~Lyonsnext the Pagan vie\t'd"

Arid· whet~ 'Avignon's bridge ftupendous ftoood.
There towns, and more, of ftmblanee 'rich and gay,

That 'twixt th' Iberian hills and' river lay, 6+9

Paid to the Monarcli-Moor - and king of Spain i
.Allegiance due, as lorilS: or that domain, .

Won bytheit bandJ ftom Gallia's fhrinking reign.

Thence on the right~to'Acquamorthe bends,

An~ ftraigh" for· Arrie·s· realm his courfe intends;

Till near a river he a townfurvey'd,- 6SS'

Which Ceres once and plirple Bacchus'fway'd, t

Compell'd their favourito dwelling to fOreg~

From'cruel inroads of a barbarous foe: '

Here fmi-le the fields, there roars the furgy main,

And bright in vallics gleams the golden grain. 660

• AORAMANT.

V~. 64-8. T7Nft twms, tmd ttWr', &c.) Bytbe river, he meaas
the R.bodfn; by the Iberian hills, he. means the hills Jubalclo in
Spain; by which he would infur, that Agramant and Marfilius,
after the laft- defeat of Charles, had made themfelves matters of
Cacalonia, and froItl Narbona (Narbonne) to- PtuiI\

.. VOL. III. C c 01\
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On this Jair {pOt a chapel neat he. found, ,

13uilt on a hill, and lately wall'd Around:

This, when the flames of war their horrot fpread..

The priefts defertc~ and with. terror fled:

Struck with the fite, as from-the camp rembv'd,

The hated. camp, and arms no longer lov.'d, 666

The king refolv'd on this feqneftcr'd 1horc

To fix his feat, nol dream of Afrie more:

, P1eas'd with this new abode and place ofreft,

Algiers fo loy'd was banifh'd, from his breaft. 670

With their ftern lord the (quires attending dwell'd,

The walls himfelf, 4is train, 'and courfct held.'

Nat far his turrets proud MODtpelier 1hQWS i

And) ,near, another ftately caftle rofe,

Which, feated on the river's' gentle tide, 675
The town with ftores for every need fupply'd.

One day, while deep immers~d in penfive mood,

The king, as worn, a thoufand'thoughts purfu'd;

Along a path-way through th' enamell'.d green,

Approaching nigh, a lovely dame was feen : 680

An aged monk, with beard defcending low,

,Befide her came, with folemn fh~?s ahd flow;

. .A warrior-fteed he led, that proudly bo~e. . . ..

A weighty bier with fable cover'd O'~f: , .

r: ) ,But
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But who the monk, and who th' affiiCl:ed fair, 68$.
Or what the load, 'twere ~felefs to declare:

All know 'twas Ifabella, haplefs maid I

Wh.o lov'd Zerbino's breathlefs cone convey'd:

Her in Provence I lefe, and at her fide

This reverend fire; he,r comforter and guide; . 6~

By whomconfirm'd; fhe meant her future days

To dedicate for GOD'S eternal praife.

Though on her cheek was (pread a death....like hue.

Though to the winds her locks difhevell'd flew;'

Though fighs incefi'ant fpeak her curelefs woe, 69~'

And from her eyes unbidden fountains flow;

Though every mournful figh too we~l exprefs'd

The anguifh harbour'd in her gentle breafr ;
'.Through all her grief fuch beauties were deicry'd,

The Loves and Graces there might frill refide. 700
Soon as the Saracen the mourner view'd,

Th' unlook'd-for fight his haughty foul fUbdu'd;

/ No more he blam'd or loath'd that gentle race,

Whofe charms infpire us, and whofe virtues grace J

While Ifabella w~rtJiy feem'd to prove 705
The pe"erlefs objea of his' fecond love i

Vert 687' lfabtlla-] See Book xxiv. vcr. 685.
,

C c. 2. Ancl



liS ORLANDO _FU'RIOSO. B.-XXVlIl.

And from his breaft expunge Granada's dame,
. .

& pity y:ields to pity, flame to flame.

The P,agan Jaw, and kindling at the view,

WitJa eager ftep to meet: the virgin drew j 71.
And with demeangur fair, and mild addrcfs,

¥nquic'd the caufc that wrought her deep diftrcfs.

She told the for~ows of her fecret breaft ;

And how deny'd on earth a place of reft,

Her but had fU'd to bid the world farewel, . 7IS
And with her GOD' in holy manfiona dwell.

Loud laugh'd the Pagan, who nor GOD would. know,

Nor own his laws, to every faith a foe I

He blam'd her erring zeal;, to keep confin'd

Such beauty, form'd but to delight mankind: 720
The fordid mifer, brooding on his ftore,

Thus hides (he cries) in caves his lhini~ ore;

Whence nothing good he to himfclf derives,

And 'others' of his ufeful wealth deprives:

Snakes, lions, bears are cag'd in fear of harms, 7~S

Not guildefs maids whobreathe but love and charms.

. The man of GOD, who. fuch vain converfe fears,
Like ikilfUl pilot that the veifel freers,

A~ends his charge, left lightly drawn aftray,

lIer feet fhould wander from the rightful 'Way: 730
~ I -

. 2 And

-_....
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And now the hoary fire, with grace indu'd,

Prepares a fplendid feaft of holy food;

But the fierce Pagan, born with evil tafte,

Rejetl:s t~e dainties of the rich repaft.

At length, when oft he chid, oft ftrove in v:un 73S
The preacher's hateful counfel to reftrainJ

His patience wafted, with vindietive ire

He rais'd his arm againft that aged fire ~ .

Yet, left our ftory fhould too long appear,

We, for your cafe, will clofe the labour pere ; 7-+0
And let this haplefs monk th' example teach,

To curb the licence ,of ungovern'd fpeech.

END OF THE TWENT'ttEIGHTH BOOK.

C c 3



THE

... ··:':PWENTY:-NINTH BOOK

. ,(

\
I,

.. .
~ -.' .r . ~

I •• I. .; ~.

'. " ....,:..."; .:.
' •• j "

1 . -. .. ~

ORLANDO FURIOSO.

CC-4-



THE A R GUM E N T.

ROI)OMOJil'T falls in. Jove with Jlabella, and cndcaqurs to per-• fuade her to break her vow: His behaviour to the hermit who
oppofes him. The fortitude of lfabella, and her deVice to

preierve her chaftity. Conflia between Rodonlont and Or­
lando. Further account of~ JDJd aCtions of Orlando. Me­
doro and Angelica, in their way to,embark for India, meet
with Orlando, when Angelica, with grQt difticulty, ebpei
from the madman's bands.
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OF

ORLANDrO. FURIOSO.

BEHOJ..D the ftate of-mart's unftable Qiind, .'

StilI prone to change wi.th every changing wiJid1

All our·refolves are weak, but weakeft ptqve ,

Where fprong from fenfe of difappointed love.

When late the S~ceD, to wrath inflam'd, S
o.n womankind with. biuereft galt exclaim'd,

It feero'd as if no 'power could -e'er control,

Far lefs ·expunge fuch hatted from .his. foul.

So much, fair dames, his words your ba17dpr07Qke,

Which ill-advis'd againft your fex he fpoke,· 10

That never will I leave him, till his breaft

- Again has beauty's fovereign fway confefs'd : .

Stjll Jhall my verfe condemn his fianderous fpeech.

That £o611y durft your fpodCfs name impeach.

The
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The {hafts of rage he trom his quiver drew, 15
And thefe at all, without diftinction, threw J

But Ifabella; wit~ &7 f'!l!,k look~, ", .
... ...... I

At once his firmeft refolution fhook :

And now to her he chang'd his former flame,

Though yet to him unknown her country, race, or

name. '. ~o

Thus, as new pamon fir'd his amorous thought,

With every eloquence of words he fought

To fbake the purpofe of"her ftedfaft will,

:That would to GOD 'her virgin ,vow fulfil•.

The hennit, as -& fencing fhield, to urn ~5

Her .chafte intent againft all worldly harm,

;py pious reafons, ftro~g and duly weigh'd, ~

With all his power frood forth to guard the maid.

Not long the impious Pagan,could,culdure

The holy fire, who preach'd in zelll fecurc : : 30

He bad~ him, in good time, his' cell regain,

And leave the damfel; but he bade" in Vain:' '

Till rous'd at length, no longer he. forbore,

But feiz'd'his beard, whence by tne'roots he'tore

The filver hairs; and wi,th dire rage impell'd, .' 3S
With.ravage grafp his aged.neck-.he held~
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And, whirling round, fome three miles thence he

threw;

Swift tow'rds the fea the wretched hermit flew!

What then betel him, little "I relate,

For various tales are rumour'd of his fate: 40

.-Some fay againft a' rock his limbs were thrown,

And dafb~ to peacemeal on the ·ci-aggyftone ;

Some fay, amidft the rea his death h~ found,

And, as he knew not how to fwim, was drown'd

Spite of his orifons..-Some fay, the hand 45

-or his good Saint convey'd him fafe to land:

,But be it as it may-I pafa it o'er,
,Henceforth of him the ftory fpeaks no more.

When cruel.Rodomont had thus rernov'd

The talking hermit, ofcin vain reprov'd, 50

With ~ilder looks he tum'd, where, at his fide,

The damfel frood a.ll ~e and terrify'd i

Whom now, in fpeech by.1overs oft addrefs'd,

He call'd his life,. of-every good the heft;

Ver. 37. And, whirling round,-] No partiality for the poet

can apologize for the extravagance of fueh paJIages as thefe:
wherever they occur, the tranflator freely gives them up to the
critic, as lawful game; and means this for a general declaration
of his opinicm on the fubjeC\.

):0 His
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His balm of hope, fair comfort, fmiling joy, 5S
With each endearment amorous tongues employ.

CourteoUs he feem'd, as if he would dif:urn

Her thoughts of fear,~ aDy force might harm

Her virgin vow; chofe graCes that inftam'd

His cruel hean. his wonted pl'ide had tam'd; 60

And·though his hand could pluck the f1!Uit, he chafe

T' abftain • diftance. and but touch the boughs.
He"fondly hop'd by,now degrees to find

Fair Ifabella to his wi1h inclin'd ;

While {he, fubjeCled to a tyrant's laws, 6S

(Like fome poor .monk within her foe's fharp claws)

U nfriended and forlorn, would rather dare

The worft of ills than what 1he fear'd to bear;

StiU ponderin,g on the means, if fuch could be,

Herfelf and honour from his' power to free ; 70

With her own hand detet'min'd to prevent

Her ihame by death, ere his abho"rr'd intent

Should make her wrong the knight, who, late en­

t.win'd

By her lov'd arms, his ~ing breath refign'd J

Vcr. 66. Li1lftmUF mm/e, &c:.] Certainly too ludicrous .
an image on Co pathetic: an occ;afioq.

TQ
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To whom, with heart deyout,·the mourning dame

Had vow:~d to- dedicate her virgin name.' 16

Shemark'd.. and ttemblingmark'd, th'unhaHow'd 6re,

That warm'd the Pagan with impure defire.

What'1hall {he do ? how fhape her daJJgerous courfe ~

What way'remains t' elude his brutal force? 80

Long lime revolving ,in her fearful.mind

A thoufand fchemcs, at length her thoughts defign'd

One that might, fave her chaftlty from blame.

Which here we tell to' her eternal fame

The Pagan. by his words and deeds, confefs'd.sS
The lurking purpofe of his impious breaft :

Loft was the courtefy which firft he lhmy'd,

When fair hi, fpcech in gentleft accents Bow'd.

To him.·dac damfel-Would'ft thou but enCure

My honour fafe,. a gift thou may'a: procure, 90

Of far m~c worth than aught thou canft obtaiD.

From what muft fix on me eternal ftain.

Vcr. 89. " -Woula'jl tbDU btd mfwt
. ~ hrmourfaft, &c.] A fimilar ftory is toCd of a

virgin in tl!e time of Miryan, the caliph, in the eighth cientUry i

and of another naJDed Braftlla (the time uncertain)relatIld by,
F~cefc:o Barbaro, in hii book conl:erning tbc chQice Gf. a
wife. ZATTA••

Scom

_.-
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Scorn not a lafting ptize, a prize to raife

O'er all the fOllS of war thy deathlefa praire.

A hundred and a hundred may'ft thou find, 9S
Fair dames the lovelieft of our female kind;

But who, like me, are fated to beftow

Th' invaJu'd good thou to my hand may'ft owe ~

A herb I kriOly, and late have feeD, that boird

With rue and ivy o'er a fire, when pil'd· loa
With cyprefs-wood, will (ftraoge to reUI) produce#

By guiltlefs fi~gers.fqueez'd,·a (overeign juic~,

With which thrice bath'd, the body will be found

One moon fecur'd unhurt from- flame or wound:

That month elaps'd, the bathing we renew, I~5

No longer time avails the powerful dew.

The proof of what I tell, thy wondering eyes-

Sh~l1 witnefs foon-to thee a nobler Prize
(Or much I err) than if this day had view'd

All Europe by thy conquering arm fubdu'd~ II.

In recompence for what I fhall befl:ow,

I alk.but this-here plight thy folemn vow,
. ,

. Ne'er from this hour by word or deed to harm.

My virgin honour, or my fears alarm•

.' The damfel thus the Pagan's fuit reprefs'd, 115
'Who now with new dcfire of fame polfefs'd, .

. Vow'd
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Achilles

~. XXIX. - 0 R LAN DO FUR lOS o. 3"­

Vo'W"d all fue aOt'd~ impatient to 'be made

Alike impaffive to the flame ~r blade j

Refolv'd to curb his Iuft, till prov'd he view'd

The wondrous water with fuch fpell indu'd, 120

Through which his limbs might fcorn each wea?,D'.

power,

As Cygnus or Aohilles fcorn~d before j

But meant his compact 1hould no longer bind t

No fear, no reverence, in his impious mind

Of

Vel. 122. As Qlgnus or ,Ach'ilks-] Ovid tells us, Metun.
Book xii. that Cygnus, the' fon of Neptune, could no~ be
wounded. The Common ftory of Achilles is, that he was dip­
ped in the river Styx by his mother Thetis, and thereby became
invulnerable in every part except the heel by which file ,held him;
and that he was at laft thot by Paris at the altar, !n the only
Y~rable place, at the inftigation of Apollo" during the cere­
mony of his nuptials with Polyxena, the daughter of Priam­
This fable is certainly of much later date than Homer, and not
countenanced in the poems of Virgil, Herace, or Ovid. Homer
reprefents him as being wounded in the battle of the: river, bl
Afteropeus, who was ambi-dexter, and threw two darts ai
Achilles at the fame time.

At once Afteropeus,difcharg'd each lance, ,
(For both his dextrous hands the lance could wield)
One ftruck, but pierc'd not the Vulcanian fhieIdJ
One ras'd Achilles' hand; the f~\lting blood
SpWlfQnh~

"
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Of Gob or Saint-for breach of faith the worft 12S
Of Mric's fans by petjur'd deeds accurs'd !

O·cr
Achilles 1flIS not Oain in the temple, but fdl in the field of

laule, according to Homer, as appc:ars by the convcrDtion be-.
tween that hero and Agamemnon in the 1hades.

o fon of Peleus' greater than mankind !
(Thus Agamemnon's kingly {hade rejoin'd)
Thrice~ thou, to prefs the martial plain,
'Midft heaps of heroes in thy quarrel fiain :
In clouds of finoke, rais'd by the noble fray,
Great~ terr)fick even in death you lay.

POPE'S Odyf. Book xxiv. 'VU. sr.
Hefiod has no account of the modern fable'of Achilles, nor

my. of die ancient GnU tragedians. Sophocles thus mentions
..... in the tragedy of Philo&:tes, Act ii. Scene i.

PH1r.. Is then Ac:hiD.es dead l
N:lOP. He is, and not

By mort3l hands, but by. Apollo's {haft

Fell glorious.. .
Bio~ 'Who lived 187 years before Cluifi:, in a fragment of all

epithalamium on the nuptiaJll of Peleus and Thetis, .makes no
- mention of the immerfion in the Styx j neither does Catullus,
ih his poean on the fame fubjea. Strabo, who died 65 years
'after Catullus, does not {peak of this fable of the Styx, although
he freqwmtly ~udes to the £tory of Achilles. Horace calls
Achilles, "filius Thetidos'~" in three places. He
fpeaks Dds of his death-" abftulit clarum cita' mars Achil­
II Jem j" and mentions him frequently, but never as having be$.
invulnerable.

--....
.--

. ..
!' Sec Dr. Fu.en,If', el'ltAt cnnfllZiCIA of SophOcles.

Ovid

.....
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O'er hanging cliffs, through vallies darkwiihfhadc;

From towns and cities far the virgin ftray'd,

Col...
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Col1et't:ing various herbs; whlie at her :Gde

The Pagan watch'd, and 'everY mtit16n efd. I jO

Such

The pOet afterWards 'tells tis, ~lat .:A.cMnes 'was '~ by'an
arrow from Paris,:fe'nt into the nudlt of U1e battle, bilt aoes'not
&fcribe 'him as ~ou~ded in any Pariicuhr part:r~ i;r
Apono ftan~g by Paris, he fays,

Dixit, et oftendens ltementem Troia ferro
C~rpora Peliden, arcus ~bvertit'in ill~~

Certique letifera direxit fpicula dextra.
'MET. 'L1b. xii. v~."604.

He raid, and {hew'd tromfar the ~lazing/ihi~~d I
And {word, which but.Achmes·rion~ 'co~d ~eldl·' .

. And ho~ helook'd a God, andfnoYld the '1WlaiDg~1ield.

'The Deity himrelfd~'a:right

Th' envenom'd £haft, and Wings the fafaJ.1ught.
bRyilEN.

Virgil records the drcumll:ahce '~fhis 'being n~,'~y Paris, in
the prayer of iEneas'to Apollo; whiCh' Dryden :ttmtIates ,with
hatly ,inaccUracy, his mind being imprefi"ed with the popular
fable.

Indulgent God! propitious power to Troy'!
iwift to relieve, nnwinhig to dc!ftrrly !
DireCted by whofe hand, the Dardan'dart
Pierc'd the proud Grecian's 6ru.y'thort:ill'part.

For which the or'igiDal gives n~ aui:h6rlty: 'die'words of
Virgif are, ,

Phrebe, graves TroJle tempe! ~ir~rate bborcs !
Dardana qui"Paridis dU-exti teia'maJiufquc '.. ,.
Corpl!sin lEaci(k";'- lEN. vi~6.

5 Thus

'-
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S~h ~ore provid¢d now liS Jeem~d tQ .fuit

Her prefent.purpQfeJ Of with leaf or cOOtJ
.Damp

Thus.faithfully rttndeted by Pitt.

Hear, Phcebus, gracious god! whofe aid divine
So oft has [av'd the wr~~h~d Trojan line,
And wing~d the fhaft 'fcom Paris' Phrygian bow,
The lhaftthat laId the great Achilles low.

The ftory of Achilles.1M:ing flain in t!le te~ple, at his nuptials
with Polyxena, feems to have been oflater invention than his
-dipping in~c Styx: the author of both thefe fables is un­
'known j .but the hrll may be traced batk, if not to the inventor,

;&t leaft as early as theA~ age,~Hyginus, the freed­
man c1~, ad. friend (if Ovjd, relates the death of
AclUlles thus, ad kem6 to £peak of the incideut of the heel
as a current, but probably a vulgar ftory; and. therefore not
noticed by Ute ~laBic writers of the time, who dote1y adhered
to the authority of Homer.
"~te fepako, cum Achilles circa m~.oia. Tr.ojanorom

vagarctur, ,K diceret fe fQlum Trojam cxpugn&ffe, ApoBo 'ira~
Alexandrum Parin: fe {im~ans, talwn, quem mm1al~ habuifi"e
dicitur, fagitt:1 ,percufIit, et occidit."

" After the funeral of HeCtor, when Achilles.waS boafting
before the walls of Troy _ he fingly would bike the city,
Apollo being incenfed, took upon hisn .the likenef$ of Paris, an4
wounding Ac:billcs in the heel, in ~eh he was bid to be mOl..,

tal, flew him."
The hiftories now extant, under t1se names flf Dictys Creten.

f1S, ,and .D~es the Phrygian,~ faid to have been prefent: at
.thefICge of Troy, have the ftory of Acl»Des with ~lltbe~tn
.cir~; but..•re h~ories 3Ie fuppoitidqus, tic~-

DeL a' 'D1s
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Damp evening rofe, when to their home they came,
Where fue, the paragon of virtuous fame,

What
naIs being 10ft. Statius, who died 9I ynt5 after Chrift, in his
AchiUeid, mentions the circumftance of the river Styx. Thetis,
(peaking to Chiron, fays,

-SzpC ipfa, new! fub inania natum

Tartara, et ad Stygios iterum 'fero mergere fontes.
LIB.. I.

How oft this breaft. could hell's dire horrors brave,
To plunge my offspring in the Stygian wave!

She fays to her fon, when ihe has taken him to Scyres,
Mox iterum campos, iterum Centaurica reddam
Luftra tibi; per ego hoc decus, et ventura juventz
Gau.dia, fi telTaSt humilemque experta maritum
Te propter, fi JlrogenitumStygis amne fevero

'. Armavi (totumque utinam)'cape tuta parumper
Tegmina, nil nocitura animo. LIB. ll.
Soon fhalt thou view (when eas'd my prefent fears)
Thofe lhades, where Chiron watch'd thy playful years,
Again thy own-By all thy hop'd-for praife !
By all the joys that wait thy youthful days ! .
If; for thy fake, a mortal's bed I chofe,
And bear, for thee, a mother's anxious woes;

. If Styx, by me, thy tender limbs coUld arm,
(Why felt not .ev'ry part the potent charm?)

- .. Here bear, awhile fecure, the female name,
'. -Nor think thefe robes ,can taint thy future fame.

Sena:a,Plutarch, and Faufanias are fdent on this head.
Qpibtus "Calaber, who lived about two hundred years after
Au&du&,.and·wrota a fupplement to HOmer's Diad, repmenis

Achilles

1

s.J
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What yet remain'd of night, with feeming care, :1.35

Employ'd the powerful mixture to prepare,

Tha.

Achilles as wounded by Memnon, king of the Ethiopians.
Ladantius, in his argument to the xiith book of the Metamor­
phofes, refers to the vulgar tradition of the heel; which is the
more fmgular, 'as no fuch circumftance occurs·,in his author ~

and Servius, in his note on the vith book of the lEneid, to the
before cited paffage, has the like reference. In the edition of
Virgil by Maf~icius, the commentator on the fame place refers
both to the liory of the StYx ~d of Polyxena; and, fpeaking of
the words here made ufe of by the poet, he adds: "Et bene ait
direxti-qua!i ad filum 'Vulnerabikm locum." Dryden, in the pre~

face to his tranflation of the lEneid, refers to a paffage of M.
S~~rais, where the French writer is defending Virgil for giving
his hero enchanted arms. "This accufation (fays Dryden) mull: •
fall on Homer ere it can reach Virgil. Achilles was as well
provided with them as lEneas, thol.Jgh he was invulnerable with.­
out them." He 'goes on thus: '~In def~nc~ of Virgil, he has,
been more cautious' tQan ~is prede;cetTor or defcendants, for'

lEneas was ~1.Ji\lly wounded in the xiith book of the lEneid.'~

. Thus far Dryden. ' But it is very extraordinary that fo cool and
judicious a critic as Segrais !bould take up this uncla.ffical fable.

_ Speaking of the enchant~d ;)fms given to the heroes of epic
poetry or r~mance, he fays, "Ces prefens des Dieux font meme
unepreuve de la valeur du pripoc, a qui Us font faits;, et ilne
fe q-ouve poInt que'les mechans ot les hommes mediocres ayent
obtenu des graces pareilles, la providence ne les accorde qu'aux
hommes rares qui meritent feuls, qu'elle' les conferve dans les •
dan~rs ou leur courage les porte. Autrement n faudroit dire
'l~. Achille. n'etoit pas vaillant, puis qu'outre un pareil fecours

D d 3 d'armes
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That bubbled o·er the blaze~ while Aill the knight
I

With due attention mark'd each my1nc rite.

Now with his [quires, ~n fportive dice and play.?

- The king of Algiers pafs·d the hours away j 140-

When from the kindled fire the heat, inclos'd

In narrow bounds) to raging thirft difpos'd

The lord and menials, who infatiate drain'd

Two vafes huge that Grecian _wine contail\·~

Which from fome travellers the day before 145

His (quires had feiz·d~ and to their maftel' bo,e.

d'armes furges par Vult:ain, fa mere avoil enCore ajoUt~ rkr
char11Us qui Ie rnidoient invulnerable!'

T ()< conclude this fubjeCl, in the difcnffion of which I hopi­
I {hall not have been thought tediC?US-:-though the nrn invehtot­
of the fiory is .own, it is Undoubtedly of coAfiaerabte -aftti­
quity, and has been occaflOnally made ufe of or rejeCted bydtr­
ferent authof!!; but ought certainly never to !Ie aUuded to in any
criticifm or obfervation on Homef, -to -whom the fable appear~

to be _whony unknown. But it is no -wonder that ~ -ficoon- of
this kind, fo con1Onant to the geilius of rolIiarice, {h~uld'-be­

adopted by Boyardo and Ariofto.

Vcr. 125. _ the. WDrfl
Of tlftic's low, hy perjur1J deeds fJccu,jI- ]

The ill f.Uth of the Carthaginians was known to a proverb
in the time of the Romans-Pun;tQfides; Thus Addif~ in thQ:
mouth of Juba :

I,
I
I
,
~
I

Our Punic fiUth
Is infamous, and branded to a proverb.
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Stern Rod0JrnWh tin th~ t~~ip~ V~ps~d,

Whi~h to h~ ¥Cl;~ PfOPPF:t'!i la.~ refll$'~

E?'toU'd the h5=fJ.YAAJy liqUOF far abov~

C~~~ftial I,lllJ.l)p~ or the drjpJt 9f Joye ; 15~

Ar)d b4mipg nQW his c<>l1JltrY:s ~pcient rite,

Huge bo)Vls and gqp~ets e~p~ies with qeligh.t:

From h.alld tQ hand, with foaming brimmers crown'd,

The wine fwi.ft circles, and the head turns round.

At len~thJ rern.o:yi,ng (ro,m th.~ crackli,ng flam,e 155

Th.e vaic; witb ~e.rb,s i.nfu.s'd" the virgin dame

To ~odomont~egan-Whatbeft may prove

T~e ~ords 1 fpeak, ;I.~d every doubt remo.ve,., ....
E1C~.r~~,tlc,e" ~;&.t <:,an f~yer truth from Iyes,

Inftruct the learn'd, and make the vulgar wife, 160

Not on another, ?~ on ~_e, 1J1allJh,ow

The wondrous power this unction can beftow.

Behold me now, while o'er my feaE:lefs head,

My neck, and breaft, the potent charm I fued,

Thy force, thy ,fwor~, W1d~unted to receive, 165

And prove if that can .ftr,ike, or this. can cleave.

She faid; and ftooping as fbe fpoke, difplay'd .

Her neck·uncov.~r'~~t~the ,Pagan blade:

Th; unthinking Saracen {whofe wretched fenfe

Wine had fubdu'd,for w~ich ,was no defence 170

D d 4 From
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From helm or buckler) at the fatal word,

Rais'd his fell arm, and bar'd his murdering {word ~

And, 10! that head, where love was wont to dwell,

From her fair neck and breaft divided fell: 174-

Thrice from the floor the head was feen to bound,

And thrice was heard Zerbino~s name to found,

Ver. 176. And thriuwas heard, &c.-] Corflam~ the
giant's head in SpenCer, fpeaks when cut off by Arthur.

His head before him humbled on the ground,
The while his bubbling tongue did yet blafpheme.

FAIRY QyUN, B. iv. C. viii.
U Poetry deals in the wonderful; and nothing is fo tame an4

profaic as Scaliger's criticifm on a verCe of Homef h. x. which
Spenfer had in view, "Falfum eft a pulmone caput avulfumlo­
qui poffe." It is falfe that a head can fpeU after fepacation fre:lm
the lungs. Hear OVID, M:p" v. ver. 104,

Demetit enfe caput; quod protinus incidit llr'Z,

Atq.ue ibi femiammi verba execrantia lingua:
Edidit-'
The trenchant falchion lopt his head a~y,
Tqe gory vifage on the altar lay;
While on the lips imperfed: accents hung,
Apd curres linger'd on the; dying tongue. .

ce And fpeaking of a lady's tongue (which may be lefs won",.
ckrful) 'Yhen cut 9ffand Bung upon the ground, he fays, , teqz-. , .
que tremens Imm~urat.

- And trembling murmurs on the ground.
So Homer, who is all wonderful, and the father of all poetical

"onders, [peaks of Dolon, whore head W'a5 ~ut off by Diom~.

Mr. Pope's tranflation is ~ab~e.
£, The head, yet fpeaking, mutter'd as it fell." h. x. 10.

~~! U~~o~'sN~s on SPE·NSER.~
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For whofe dear fake file found ruch way t' efcape

The Pagan's hand; nor fear'dj in ruch a filape,

T~ encounter death) ~o follow him fhe lov'd.

Hail, fpodefs foul I for pureft faith approv'd, i 80

Whofe act: has {hewn how dear thy pligh.ted fpOu~

By thee was held, how dellr thy virgin vows:

Fair Chaftity, on earth-new little heard,

By thee to life and blooming year~ preferr'd.

Go, bleffed foul! depart in peace to Heaven! 185

So to my feeble Mufe fuch aid be given,

A.s may with every grace the fong adorn.

And give thy name to ages yet-.unborn!

Go hence in peace to Heaven, and leave behind

Thy bright example frill to womankind I 190

'At this ftupendous deed, from purefi: fides

On earth the great Creator bent his eyes,

Ver.180. Hai4.fp«lIfsfqu/I-] On this pafrage Mr. Up-­
ton obferves, that Ariofto, in admiration ofthe chaftity and mar­
tpdom of lfabella, breaks out into a mofi: elegant apoflrophctt .
whic).l Spenfer copies in his addrefs to FlorimeI, wheniho is in
~rifon tempted by Proteus; _

Eternal thraldom was to her more lief
Than loCs of chafi:ity, or change Qflave­
Mofi: virtuous virgin! glory be thy meed,
And crown ofheavenly praife with fai~ts-above­

But yet, what fo my feeble mufe can frame,
~hall be t' adYance~

F AIR.Y QyUN, B. iii. C. viii. St. 42~

And



And:faid~Th,...v:.J'W~ ~il~ ~ct·~Vjn.

Thal'\ NBWbl)('d~ rOOQ'd l?atqllillPf bis qro\yu:

HencefoJldlI 11I41l. rw Melf. fQr r,by fi}ke, 1.9S

~dft my S~uts ~ ••at a"crcse ~Q maleic)
Whiah b, th' inviol~1' ftr.m Lf.w~Ul~

To every~" ~.1iJly Itr~ ~~t Qe:w :
Let every mfid IhJls h~ldf, t;~y DmllQ ~e bl.fl;
With g~nius. beauty. viriue,' ~l~r t~ re~ 2QO,.

Vr:r. '9'/- Wbirh IJ§ til ;~;0/r4h" fi,,/pm I ffiltrJrJ Rl(ce1J~.

the Italian commentator, takes great p;ljm to clear A~io~o fro~

cenfure, for having intr<Xluced the Supreme Being, on this oeca­
fion, taking an oath like Jupiter in the !1iad or l£neid; though
I fear that fuch~tan~~ b)' JilO QW1C~ ~~

in its ~~ij.cation; but that i~ w.~ ip~~neI:a:l be ~knowled~

that Arioft~ li.k~ the ,reft of his C0UJ.ltryrnen, often introduces
the fiCtions. of lXJetry on the moft folemn occanons. But a hea­
vier charge may bdl.eIjC :l,.'O~t agaidtlu: JU:;j;)r Q)~Ute
Almighty apprQ,V:~ /t\!e~ of Lu4:Ae~ ~~ ,t4.eJil;by gi~i a
fanaion to fuicide. This pallage the Italian commentator has
£'~idli¥ COhfeffi:d to.be.agr~s·breadl o,f.~ aud .decosum.

'Ver.lC)q. Ld tlW1"J fllQUlihat hollis Iby JIUIe, Ir.c.] By this.
~vagaue prophecy on all who bear the JlaqJe..o£ 1faheHa,.:
poet.is:f.lid.k) make alleu~iwn.on the ducl:u:i..ofMaQ~a, the
daughter of Hercules duke of Ferrara, and.wife r! F~ando.kiag
efNaples; the wife ofFmIimnOOt king.of:Spain,.to.wboiC wif­
dom is attributed.ehiriy the quc:avcry «.the.Dew world.by Co­
lumbus; the wife ,flJfF~~ king of .Nap1as; the wife of
Ubaldo, tiuke ofcUrbirio.; .but !JJOfe,~y a daughter of the
king of Hungary, w.howas.~oized by..pope.-Gregory IX. for
the fan8:ity of her life: all there ladies· Box.tite..name Df.I1abeJla.

, PORCACCHI_

Of
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Of woman', fex, but IJle.ft the p-se obsa.in
For chaftity and faith without a biD J. .

'While P.ae.us'!I He~cQJIJ Parnail'UI' hill
SQund IfabeUa, IfMella ftilL . SZlOf

Th' Almighty fpoke, the air waa hllfit'd around,

Smooth fpread lilt wa'Ve& 0'CF eceaR'S vaA profOU041 J

To the third fkavtn tAe vKgin-~ul withdrew.

And in me arms of~ Ztrbi.o lew :
While, left behind, this fecond Brofus Rood 2Q9

Aba1h'd, COJilfounded, 1la.in'd with guiltlefs blOOll1.&

'Vho now, the wine's o't-f-mdluing fumes difpdl'd.. ,
Curs'd his 'dire ~fsJ sad widl gricl'~eld

The bTeathl~Mdt oft. rowder'{,j JUlw.
And pooder'd how t' appeafe her~~&ad. :.
Since to her '~al part he death :CGUld &iv~ ~15

He hopes to make her name immortal live.

Ver.207•.70 tlN third Httiwrr:....'] A~ Il.-e....._
~ffion Of iGme ohbe l\hcientpeets,Wfto Ia98bt.i:baa.l:trta~·

l'6'tio had lleen eMfbnt, 'Were ..rtetidb1h:rtC!tiWd.W!to- -tb9 tbiI4
Iftiivcn,. the regioil ofVeJ1U&-tfw.godfW$·d kite.

l.' ;~I{CAt!CIII. .

V~r. i09·1Jruflts~J 'Bnilhs, fittnamed ''U1ithDut nrn-." '2

'charaCter in trie' rci~es 'Or the ~U1id TaMe. "Hcd~ br&*I1
(pOkeri of by Alairlahni, in' 'his poe-ticat l'Mliu'lce MGn'mrr rr.
COR-rES!; and is mentiolied' by 'NeHn his' Moll'GAl'rft,

Canto xiii. who calls him "Brufus withDut pil].~ ,

For
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For this intent, the place where late {he dwelt,

Where her fair form his brutal fury felc, .

He chang'd or built anew, with fpacious room

Enlug'd, converting to a ftate1y tomb. !Z'2..0

From various parts around him, far and near~

Artifts he found for favour or for fear:

Six thoufartci men, with ceafe1efs labour, wrought

Huge malfy ftones, from neighbouring quarries

brought;

With thofe he bade the ftately building rife ~2S

Ofwondrous bulk, that lifted to the fides

Its towering head, and in the midft inclos'd

The faithful lovers • that in death repos'd.

Such waS the ftruB:ure which the world amaz'd,

By Adrian' on the banks of Tyber rais'd. 230

• Zn.BINo and IsABELLA.

Vcr. 230. By Adriem Dn, the IJtmls of'T'ylJn: rttis'4.] An im.-·
JJJ&:JUe to'M:r on the banks of the Tyber, blJilt and magnificendy,
adorned by the emperor AdrWl, for his own tomb, oppofite to

that Of Auguftus, on dte other fide of the river: it ~ fuppofed to' ,

have i:rved as a citadel in the time of Belifarius. The modem
name of Caftel' Sant' Angelo is derived from the figure of an
aage10n the {ummit, lbeathing a {word; Pope Saint G~gorjrhav.,•
ing told the Roman people that he ha:d {een an angel there in
that attitude, which announced the; end of a ~ague witl:t w~cb
they were aOliaeQ. '.

Clore

.-' , ~
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Clofe to the fepulchre a tow.e~ was join'd, ..

The' fpacious dwelling for himfelf defign'd.

A Darrow bridge, fcarce' two feet wide, he. made,

Far ftretch'd in length, which o'er the ftream he laid

That ran beneath, and fcarce the bridge fupply'~.235
Space for two freeds abreaft to crofs the tide,

Or, meeting, pafs: nor plac'd from end to end

Was rail or fence the frranger to defel)d.

Vcr. 233. Anarrow bridge,-] ThisfiaionofRodomont's
bridge is truly in the fpirit of romance. We often read of
knights meeting with fuch adventures: in the old romanCe of
Morte Arthur, Sir Launcelot encounters a churl who defended
a pafiage over a river.

"On the third davberode over a great long bridge, and there
Ilarted upon him fl,lddenly a patrmg foul churl, and he tmote his
hone on the note, that he turned about, and a1ked him why he
rode over that bridge without his licence.? and he {huck at him
with a mighty great club full of pins of iron. Then Sir Laun­
celet drew his fword, and put the ftroke back, and clove his bead
\lnto the nanl." . MoaTIl AaTHUR" Part i. C. ai.

Spemer h~ a patrage ftmilar to this of Ariofto, where a bridge
of this kind is'defcribed, and a combat enfues between Sir
Arthegal and a Saracen.

Here beyond,
A ~ed cruel Saracen doth wonne,
That keeps a bridge's paH"age by {hong hand,
And many Errant Knights hath there (oredonne.

FAIR Y QyEEN, B. v. C. ii. St. 4.

2 Baptiz'd. '.

-""'-'--......_-,,---'."-:
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Baptiz'dor~, ~l·.thlt ....c1,hmre, 239
He will'd knct!orth 'ihould buy their pafi"age (dear-;

For~with their 'fpoils,·t' atone the virgin's doom.
He "W~d.iLth9ufl'8dtii'ophics at _ tpmb.
jfen.d.cyJi;beheld·the~ridg.e cpmplcrte, but.mOIle
Requir~d ..uife·che fcpJJl~1)R 3nd towCU'.:

. Yet wdl,the.M>rk·All~'d,and: on. thc' height ~

A watch waa,pl~'-dilO~.-..e-eichcoming knight j

And oft.as neq,r ~e. bri48e a wiLrrior drew,

The.porn. to Rodomont.a figna! blew.
611ddcn he .arm'd·hirn fOr the CCMlrfe,·~dflood

Now here, now there, on either 'fide the' 6000. ~Jo

Wh'De'~r a. warT'or. reach'd t!le f~· t(il\'f.er.

T-he~Df~ tDQk tb.e advetfe fhore. :
The 'flender bridge theda~gerous lift fupply'd ;

Thcf(; jf .the freed ll\lt liule fwcrv~d afide,

PaIoJIIIS ia the li1l'er's headlcmg depth be fell: ·'155

No'iight, for peril, could fuch fight excel.

Thus-often Jifk'd, the Sarazen beliey'd

Whene'er he (ell, the ri.dhing i1:re.am ,rc:ceiv'd

In draughts co~U'd,.wouldpurify his foul

For fins cOl;nmitted,through th' inflaming bowl ;
As if fro~ water cen.ain cure was bro~ght 26 r

For "Q"&$, -wJai.cll wine Qy, hand or tongue had

.",",ught.
Few

I

I
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F& days eltPs\l, ~e lfiUrMMUs lltiiigkti; ·\ftttelk1J~.

For Spain 'lind 'f~.ly fhat 'pW1 to 'tread.

The thir'n::offarl1e,!t()'fdme1il1M~'dtar'lhJih'&"6,l~

Btought'rttllliy 'khigMs to :pt01k-the'<ungcl1OUiIftrife;
While all 'whohop'dfthe viaGr~s meed 'to:;gdn, ,'

-Rt!fign'd .their lirrils, 'ana 'ntun'btr-s:there ~dttlflaia. ,
Of yanquifu"d 'Pagansthlt'tlIetcourfe:hatl rob,

He kept'theirifptiifls alOne, 'aAd :ar!'AOur~ :' l~?O­

Of thefe'the names'on rablcl'S{taictytaac!d,
And hung ()n:hlgb~tllepolifh~d\mGrblegrac~d:

But every Chriftian:tlofe:in':dtJ'iuCe'pent

He held,:dtfign'-d for "Aftic .tt:) be;fent.

The ''WOrk proeeeding/bn a '('('FlUin I oay . 1to.7S
The mad Ormado'thither"bent his -way.
The frantic eatl'by'rortune' thither· came,

'When RodorilQrlt, befidec dJeir.pi(Hbu~J
Urg'd on tlle·tafk.: 'asTet uJifiriUh'd;.ftGlOd

, The tower and,tomb, UKlfoarccly dtr.the ibod~d1b

The bridge';cdKDplcte,~when ·tJlicherame thc-kaijtlt

Of wits diftraught, '\vttu-titne'in 'COIlfa1ct msbt
The Pagan watch'd to~guaa:d·the.tomband~owcrJ

'AWd ~U:hls'1\'trno\)i'J :five·his~helmetJ ':'.ore.

- 'VCr. 216. ~ht"fIIdJ~J-)s.~_·_v.--wt""7'
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Meanwhile Orlando, as his fren.zy led, 208S
At once o'crleapt the bar with feulers tread ;

Him RodoInQnt, who ftood on foot~ efpy'd,

And thus from far-Forbear thy fteps (he cry'd) ;

This bridge, thou nave! was nc'er defign'd for thee,

But noble knights, and lords of high degree. "290
Orlando, ftranger now to reafon's forcc,

Turn'd a deaf ear, and onward held his courfe..-

I muft chaftifc this fool (the Pagan cries) i

And as he fpe~1 with rapid feet hc flies

To plungc him in thcftream, nor thinks to try 29S

A fall with onc that could his ftrength defy.

And now it chanc'd a fair and gentle dame

T' attempt the pafi'age near the river c'ame i

Her lovely form in courtly weeds array'd,

And all her mien a noble race difplay'd. 308

La I this was filc (if ftill your mind retain

The tale I told).who.long.had fought in vain

The fteps of Brandimart, and far explor'd

Each part but that which:now.detain'd her lord.

Ver. 301. - ifJliU y..·mind ret~in

The talt 1. toltJ-] Florde1i$ is here again intr6­
duced, who taft made her appearance fn the xxivth book, ve;.
53-5. and WII prefent at the f1{1g1e combat between Mandricard()
and Zerbino; WI' which file continued her fearch of Brandi­
"mart tiD file tame to this bridge.

"--
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Fair Flo;delis, arriving near the flood, JIO

Beheld where on the bridge the Pagan ftood,

Clostd with Orlando, while each nerve he ply'd

To hurl the madman headlong in the tide.

The virtuous dame, when, ~ith a nearer view,

She mark'd his featUres, well Orlando knew; 3iS

And, fill"d with grief, at fuch dire fight amazid,

On him, thus· naked and fodorn, fhe gaz'd•

.Awhile fhe ftaid t' await the confliff's end,

Whete two fuch foes in matchiefs ftrength contend.

They prefs, they gripe, their utmoll: nerve they fhow,

Each ftrives the other from the bridge to throw; 3 I C;

And, muttering to himfel(, the Pagan cries:

What to this fool fuch tinlooktd force lupplies ~

Now here, now there he ftruggles, fhifts, and turns,

With £hame he reddens, and with wrath he burns:

With either hand he feeks in vain to take 321

Some firmer hold, that bell: the earl may £hake i

And oft between his legs the furious knight

The left foot now inferts, anQ. now the right.

Orlando Rodomont entwines around, 32S
Like the fierce bear thatftruggles from the ground

T' uproot the tree from which he fell, and deals

His fenfdefs rage on that which nothing feels •

. VOL. III. E c Haplefs
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Haplefs Orlando, with his witll ~eftroy'd, ~3Q

Nor nil?ht, nor art, but ftren~th C\~one cmploy'd, :

(Such wondrous ftrength, the world. frqm en~ to ~tl'l

No living chief to equal him could fend 1)

Himfelf now backward from tl:J,e bridge he threw,

,And with him, clore cmbrac'd, the Fa~an drew. J~f

Both fink together to the depth ~~9fO\lndJ

Leap the, dalh'd waves.J and louq the iho.f~Sj f~

found!

The water foon divides their ftruggling li.m1J.s, ~

Orlando, oak.ed, difencumher'd (\Vims:.
Amid ~he ~re3:m he plies, a~ wi~h an oar, J*.Q
His ftrong knit joints, and fafel)!' galJlS the !hQre:

Then o'er the pl~in he fpeeds hi~ cotlrfe, ROT frays

To mark how far he merits, ~lamc Of p.ra.ifeo,

The Pagan, ",horn h~s pond~rous ~rms furrol!nd~

Mor~ nowly gain~, at length, the diftant gro\Ul.d., 3leJ

Meanwhile fecurely o'er t4e bridge ll-nd tide

.The dame had, pafs'd, aAd, round on, every fi4c;
Explor'd the to~b, if there her anxious eye

Might any fpoils of ~r~lOdimartefpy.

Yet while nor armsJ . nor It?antle", thc:rc; ~.Cl

view'd 3S~

Of him·fue.l~v'4:-f(m4 lWp(:~ fuc: f\:iU rene~·'q.

...

-- ...-~~--
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To meet her lord-but let us turn to find J
The wretched earl, who fled with fenfelefs mind,

.And left the bridge, the {hearn, and tower behind.

Wild were the thought t'attempt, in tuneful verfe,

The madnefs of Orlando to rehearfe: 356

Such various feats-their number would excel,

What leifure could defcribe, or tongue could tell::

A few I chufe that beft befit my fong i

A few that to my ftory heft belong: 360

Nor will I fail the wonder to recite

Wrought near Tolofa on Pyrene's height.

O'er many a traB: of l"nd the earl had pafs'd,

And reach'd the range of craggy hills at laft, 364

That fever France from SpaiD, whofe lofty head

Receives the beams by evening Phrebus fhed.

Here, while he pac'd along a narrow way,

That o'er a deep tremendous valley lay,

Ver. 352. but Itt us tltrn t, find
The wretchNi earl-] He returns to Florde­

lis, Book xxxi. ver. +29-

Ver. 354' - ll1Ia t,Wtr hthilld.] He
returns to Rodomont, Book XXKi. ver. 461.

Ver. 355. 1f7i/d were the thought-] Concerning the
extravagant feats of Orlando in his madnefs, the reader is.
rcferr~d to the note on book xxiv. vcr. 34--

E e 2 Two
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Two village lads he met, who drove before

A laden afs that wintry fuel bore. 370

Thefe, when .they view'd the haplefs champion 100:

To every fenfe, as in their path he crofs'd,

Aloud they caU'd, and, threatening, bade him leave

The middle track, and free the paffage give.

Orlando to their threats no word return'd, 375

But with his foot, beneath the belly, fpurn'd

The wretched beaft, with ftrength, beyond compare,

And, rais'd from earth, difmifs'd to foar in air;

Thence on the fummit of a hill he fell,>

That rear'd its head a mile beyond the dell. 380

The youths he next a1'fail'd ; one, lefs difcreet

Than happy, chanc'd a p:range efcape to meet:

For, ftruck with terror, from the hanging fteep

Twice thirty feet he took a venturous leap:

A thorny bulb againft the cliff's rough fide, 385
That in the mid-way grew, its aid fupply'd

To break his fall; and now unhurt he frood,

Save that his face the bramble's greeting fhow'd, l
That raz'd the fkin, and drew the purple blood. 1

His fellow feiz'd '<1 jutting crag, and fprung 390

To [cale the rC)ck, but while aloft he clung,

The
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The'madman, on his fwift deftruCl:ion bent,

Grafp'd either leg; thefe at his arms 'extent
'.

He ftrain'd afunder, till, with dreadful force,

He tore in bloody halve~ th~ p~ntini corfe.

Thus, for his bird, the falconer oft prepares

The living meal, when limb from limb he tears

The fowl or heron ddtin'd for his food,

With entrails warm andfrefu diO:i1ling!blood.

Thrice happy he that in the vale beneath

Surviv'd a fall, that threaten'd inftant death: .. ,

This wondrous chance he made to others known,

Which Turpin to our age delivers down.

Such deeds, and many (ar tranf<:ending thought, '

The madman, as he pafs'd the mountain, wrought j'

Till wandering far, defcending to the plain, ~oG

He reach'd at length the fouthern bounds of'Spain,

And bent his ~ourfe alopg the fea, that laves

Fair Teracona's ftrand with briny waves.

There, with ftrange fchemes his brain diftemper'd

fiU'd,4IO

He meant a dwelling on the beach to build,

A fhelter from the fun; and, cover'd o'er

With parching fand, upon the burning fhore

E e 3 Con.

- ,
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Conceal'd he lay; when lo! the princely dame

Of rich Cathay with her Medoro came. 4If

Thefe late efpous'd, by fortUne thither brought,

From the fteep height the SpanHh borders fought:
Th' unthinking damfel near Orlando drew,

Who, fave his head, lay buried deep from view.

The fqualid look her frantic lover wore, 4~

No memory wak'd of him 1he knew before:

For fince the time his frenzy had begun, .

He wander'd naked in the fhade or fun:

His tawny members feem'd to fpeak his birth

In hot Sienna, or the fultry earth 4 2 $

Where Amon's fane in Garamantia froad,

Or thofe freep hills whence Nile derives his flood :

Deep in the fpcket funk each gloomy eye,

His vifage pale, his features kan and dry j

Vert 42.5. In hDt 8i",na, Dr ,ht fultr, torlb
W6,,# .Jftn4,,'s !tmtJ-] Sienna, a city of

Egypt, fubjeCl: to the moLl intenfc heat of the fun. The:
temple Of Amon was fituated in Africa, and held in venera­
tion by the Garamantians, a people inhabiting thofe, parts.

Vert 427. Or thlftjlttp hills-] Mountains of Ethiopia,
called the mOlUltalns of tbe Moon.

7 His
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His uncomb'd hair in fearfol elf-locks hung; 430

His fqualid beard was matted) thick, and long.

Soon as Angelica, with ftartled look,

The madman view'~, thro' every joint fhe {hook:

She fhook with fear, while loud to Heaven fhe cry'a, .

And call'd for fuccour to her trufty guide: .' 43)

When mad Orlando view'd that lovely face,

As if by inftinCl:, ftarting from his place,

He ga~'d, and with an ideot joy beheld

T~ofe heavenly charms that every charm excell'd ;

Though all reflection that fhe once poffefs'd '~40

His foul's dear love was banifh'd from his bi-eaft:.

He fees) he likes-and what he likes purfues :

So the ftaunch hound,' amid the tainted dews,

Winds his fleet prey: the youth who vie'w'd his dame

. Thus clofdy prefs'd, behind the madman came 445 .

With tramp!ing courfer, and to rage inflam'd,

Againft his back the glittering weapon aim'd.

Sheer through' his neck he thought to drive the

. [word,

But found the wondrous flefh no pafs afford.

Orlando felt the ftroke, and turning round, 450

With hand unarm'd laid lifelefs on the ground -.

Medoro'i
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Medoro's fteed-then haften'd to purfue

The trembling dameel that before him flew,

.That fpu.rr'd her mare, whofe fpeed had feem'd too

flow,

Though like an arrow (rom the well-ftrung bow. 455

But now fue call'd her laft refource to mind,

Her wondrous ring, which ftill fhe us'd to find

Her fure def~nce, which held between her lips,
Conceal'd herperfon with a ftrange eclipfe:

The charm 1he try'd, and vanifh'd from the fight,

As with the whiftling blaftth' extinguilh'd light. 461

Tht::n whether fear, or whether e;tger hafre,

Th' affrighted damfel in her feat difplac'd;

Or whe~her then her mare, ill~fated, fell

By (udden rrip-'till doubtful here to tell: .¢S

Bllt while the ring fhe from her finger drew.

And, in her mouth diipos'd, conceal'd from view

Her lov.ely form, the ftirrups from her feet '

She loft, and tumbled headlong from her feat:

And hltd file nearer faU'n, the madman's arm 470

Had furely feiz'd and wrought her further harm;

Ber life perhaps had then the forfeit paid

for all her fcorn-qut Fo;tune gave her aid.

4 Now
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Now muft the damfel, of her mare bereft,

SQme other palfrey feek by fraud or theft: 415

For this the Paladin with eager fpeed

Purfues j and doubt not here anotherfteed

Will foon be hers-but let us now repair

To him who, loting thus the vanifh'd fair;

Her beaft purfu'd along the fandy plain: 4 8Ct
At length he feiz'd her by the flowing mane:

With eafe the Paladin her fwiftnefs ftay'd,

As one with gentle hand the gentler maid.

The bridle now he took, and with a bound~

The frantic hero riling from the ground, 48S
Vaults in the feat, then drives her many a mile,

N or gives a moment's refpite to her toil;

Nor frees rn:r from the faddle, bit, oc rein,

Nor lets her tafte of grafs, or hay, or grain.

It <:hanc'd as o'er a folfe he urg'd her pace, 490

Both beaft and man fell headlong in the place.

No hurt Orlando knew: but with the {bock

The wretched beaft, mifus'd, her {boulder broke.

Ver. 477. -- another jlltd
Will Joon be hm-] Angelica is mentioned

again for the laft time, Book xxx. ver. I JJ.

And
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And here rompell'd awhile'Orlando ftays,

At length athwart his back the mare he lays, 495

And bears as far as, rent with vigorous art,

Thrice from the bow-ftring flies the feather'd dart;

Till by the weight opprefs'd, with rein in hand,

He leads her limping o'er the fhelly ihand.

The crippled mare purfues his fteps with pain-

Come o.n-come on-O~landocries in vain. 50'
At length the bridle, which a noofe fupply'd,

H~ took, and rOl,lnd her better leg he tied,

. Then dragg'd along, and as he dragg'd, he faid:

Well may'ft thou follow now, fa gently led. 50S

Againft the flinty road the covering hair

Was rent and torn, and all the flelli laid bare,

Till de:uh cn.fu'd; nor yet Orlando ceas'd,

But onward drew the mangled lifelefs beaft.

Still tow'rds the weft he pafs'd, and in his courfe 510

Dwellings and towns he wafted, took by force

From trembling peafants ~ll the food he fought,

Or fruit or flelli: of wretches whom he caught

Unhappy fame he maim'd, and fame he flew.

And on his way with rage ungovern'd flew. SIS

Thus had it far'd -with her whom once he lov'd,

llut from her rin& a better fate {he prov'd•
. C\.1rs'd
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Curs'd be the ring! and evil chance betide

""The knight that with the gift her hand fupply'd I

Elfe had Orlando full revenge.. obtain'd 520

For him, and each whom once her pride difdain'd,

Not fhe alone, but would that all her kind

Were to Orlando's frantic arm confign'd I

All are ingrate! nor 'midft the perjur'd race

Is one whofe merits claim the fmalleft grace- 525

But hold-or, ftrain'd too far, my. weary lyre

lV-tay ill fupply the found my lays require.

fIere let us for a while the tale fufpend,

Till the pleas'd ear again attention lend,

~NP OF VO~. III.




